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French-Canadian immigrants to New Erlv1and, unI ike other 
\ 

ethnie groups ,in the United States, âid, not sh~w signs of 

assimilation into American society until the 195~'s. ~his 

thesis examines the history of one prench-J'can~dian eommunity--' 
, . 

Sand Hill, in A~usta, Maine. "French Canadians came to Augusta 

in great nUIÇbérs around the turn of the century ta wor)ç in the 

~otton mille To investigate the retention ~t French-Canadian 
, ' 

./ 

identity, French-C~nadian'immi9rants are considered as both ap 

ethnie group and a social class. Evidence drawn trom 

interviews with immigrants and from written accounts shows that 

economie conditions, such as poverty and lack of education, 

helped ,ta r'einforce .vreneh-Ca~adian isolation from ·Yankees· in 

Augusta. Resistance tc? assimilation was also promoted by 

policies and"" informa"l praGrtices. of two strOn9~ local , 
in'sti:tutionsl the French Ca,tpol,ié Chufch and the~ textile mill. 
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Résumé 

-. -'-' ~ 

'Les immigrants 'Canadiens-français en Nouvelle Angleterre 
~.; • 

di f(~rent de tout autre g.roupt::§-ethnique aux lttats-unis: ils ne 
\ 

se sent intégrés dans la s~c!iété américaine que pendant les 
t . 

anné~8 cinquante .. ls 'objet de cette étude est 1 'histoue d "'une 

cOlrimuna~té canadienne-française parmi d'autres i celle de -La 
.. ~~ \ t 

Côte", à Augusta, dans l'ét.at du Maine. Des immigrants, par 

centaines'; y sont venqs du QU'be~ au tournant du siècle 

~er~~r, travai.l1er au moul il) de coton. Pour comprend{e la 

résistance de la population c~nadienne-frhnçaise à 

l "'aSSimilation, on cons-idère ici ces inunigrants comme formant à 

la fois groupe etl&niqu~ -et <;,lasse socia le. Notre' étude montre 
! 

que les condi tions ~onomlques', pa r exampl e la paû~reté et le 

man'que d "'éducation, contribuaient à renforcer chez 'l,~ 

Canadiens-français d ~u9usta une identité de c~unauté 

ethnique. L'isolement d~ ce1:t$ coltlmUm-uté était aussi 

re.nfôrc.ée par deux institutions imp'ortantes: l'é<Jlir 

catholique. fral\Çaise et le'mou1ill de textile: " 
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Preface 

''This project grew out of my interesta in .both the 
~ _ 0 

Francophone popul,ation in New Eng1a.nd and the economic history 

of Maine. In 19-80 , for my Senior projec~ .in co11e<le, 1 
a 

< 
ventu;-ed to the woods of Northern Maine and spent a summer 

livin9' in Ste. Agathe 6 a 98 pei cen~ French-s'peaking farminq 

village,in tl)e St. John Valley" Th,is was not only my first 

taste of ethnograpntc fieldwork but also'my first contact with 
. • 1 

Mai~ , s -Franco-Americans·. As l learned more about the 

la~9uage and, society of t'he~ ~ehple in s~~ Agat:he, Icouldn't 

help but b.e .curious about the other, much lar9~r, group of 
rt~ 

French speakers in New Ens land : the mlll-workers of Southern: 
• , " "-

Maine and parts of Massachusetts, N~W HaJJ)pahire and Vermoot. 

This, thesis ~H~ the $tory of French: Ca~adi'an mill­

workers in ont! oi ty: Augusta, Maine. More _ than 60. year-s .~f 
, ' 
1" • 1/ 

histo.ry are covered, from the conditions .of the .early 1800~s . .' 
which 1~9 to mass emigratioh trom OU$bec~ to growing 

'. , 
-.Amerioanization"" of Freri,ch c~,,4iahs in the -1950's and, 1960,,' .... s .. . , 

Of necessit~, only majÔ!:' e~ênts and trends' oould be inel1.!dèd in 

the researcn and analy~is. 1h.e inan~ French-Canadians who have 

lived on Sand Hi ~ l in Au-gusta 'are. ~e~re~ented llere by the 
Id 

volces of q, 'f~W individu$1s, identified in the te:xt only by 

thei,r init,ials.. 

Delnographic and soc-io-economic features of the migration 

to August~' and of the French-canad1an,'c;:çxnmunity which greW', uP 
'. 

t.here at the tu'rn of the cen~ury 1 ar,e .l::?ro1,l-ght toqether, a~ 
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docum~nted iQ detail in this thesis. In addition, evidencè of 
'" . 

the promotion of French-Canadian ethnie identity'and so~ia~ 

class by tWQ Augusta institutions, the Catholie Church and the 

textil e mil 1 , i5 preseilted .here Ior the f irst tim~. 11ie ideas 

which 4ti&ed the thesis·éome fram Many sourc~r-but 'the 

resèarch and writin9 are my own 1 and any firors are" -entirely 

mine as well. , 
... 
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Chapter 1 rntrodU?lOn ~ 

l'Ihy ,do some co~ les wlthlh 50Clety remaln separate, 

s~able and unlfled over an extended period. of tlme and then 
~ 

. ' "-
suddenly lose thelr dlstl~tlveness ana ~ecome lntegrated lnto 

-
the larger SocIety? Why, ln partlcular, did French-Cpnadlan 

lmmigrants apparently contlnue to form an enclave, wlth their 

own lnstitutions, ln New England from the 1870'5 un\i1 the 

1950's qnd then becoroe aSSlmllat?d? 

Most studle5 of French~Canadlan immigrants lh New England 

have vlewed thls populatIon a\;an etnnlc group and expiain the 
\ / ~; 

mainte~e of dIstInct cultu~~ identlty on the PâSls of 

Inherited alleglance to F~ench-Canadlan language and cultural 

values. Sl.mllarly, "as~Hmilati0n" has been a·~counted for (in 

'clreular fashl,on, ~n my o~lAlon) by the déCll~e ln language use . ~ 

and the 1055 of cultural values and behavlor. 

Thé purpose of this thesls lS two~fold: flrst, ta descrlbe 
... 

one Freneh-Cqn~'lan 'enc lave commun!. ty and exp la ln when and why 

lt was formed; second, to analyse the unusual persistenee of 

French-Canadian' cornrounÜy .i.dentity •. In èontrast to other 

studles, thlS research focused on the local textlle mlll, sinee 

i t was both the k.ey ta su ~v iva l of French-Canadl,an lmmigrants 

and thelr on l y bnl<: ta the EngUsh-speal<:ln,g wor Id. My gOB l was 

to discov~r whether economlc relat~ons, rather than cultural 

factors, can best explain the ,persistence and subsequent . , . 
decllne of French-Canadian ethnlclty. 

" . 
Today more than one third of the state populatlons of 

,1 

\ 

" \_, 



- ------ -- -- --------- -- ~ 

Vermont, New Hampshlre and Maine clalm French, ancestry, (U.S. 

Census, 1980). Most are the descendants of sow.e 900,000 rural 

QUÉbé::OiS who ca me to m 111-towns of the Northeast between 1850 

and 1920 (Vlcero, 1968). The settlng c.hosen fot thlS study 15 

Augusta, Malne, a manufacturing Clty and the state capital, 

wlth a current populatlon of about 21,000. Beglnnlng 10 the 

1830's, the water power potentlal of the Kennebéc Rlver at 

Augusta attracted lndustrlal entrepreneurs from Boston end 

Prov ldence. By 1883, the Edwards Manufacturing Company was 

operatlng h prosperous textlle mlll on the rlver ln Augusta~ 

Mlii agents traveled to Québec te recrult labor among \ 

l mpover 1 shed fa rmers. Thelr success at drawlng French-Canadlan' 

wo r k ers t 0 Au gus ta l S 5 h aw n b y the est ab 1 1 S h men t 1 n 1 8 8 7 0 f a 

French-Canadlan CathollC Church on "La Côte" or Sand Hlll. In 

1892, a French-language parochial school was opened. However, 

by the mld-1960's, French was belng taugbt onlv one hour per 

day at the school. French-Canadlan immlgrants and thelr 

children and grandchlldren were suddenly becomlng integrated 

lnto Augusta society. 

In order ta evaluate the role of economic factors in the 

perslstence and decl1ne of French-Canadian ethnicity, l chose 

to look for llnks between the hlstory of the French-Canadian 

community and the prosperity and decllne of the textlle mill ln 

Augusta. One hypothesls for the study lS that agents and 

pollcles of Augusta's cotton mill, an external economlC 

lnstltution, helped malntain French-Canadlan ethnlc.~dentity, 

and ln 50 dOlng, also preserved the wage-Iaborer status of the 

2 
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French Canad1ans. Another and related questIon IS whether the 

declinp of the textIle m111 (specifically lay-offs and 

ciosings) contributed to the 105s of French language and other 

ethnic character1stics ln Augusta's French-Canadlan communlty. 

The ImplIcatIon 1S ~hat French Canadlans ceased to be a 

dIstInct ethnIc group when they no longer consiituted a sIngle 

class of wage-Iaborers. 

The foilowing chapter reVlews previous research o~ French-

Canadlan immIgrants and presents the theoreticaJ and / 
methodploglcal consIderatIons WhlCh gUlded thlS study. Chapter 

III gIves background InformatIon on the mIgratIon of French 

Canadlans to New England and to Augusta, ln partIcular. In 

Chapter IV, the demographlc and soclo-economic characterlstlcs 

of Augusta's French-Canadlan communlty are discusseà. Chapter 

V pres~nts an analysls of the factors which contrlbuted to the 

persistence of French-Canadlan identlty ln Augusta. Reasons 

for the decline in French language and the breaklng-up of 

French-Canadlan community Identlty are ,dlSCUSSed ln Cha~er VI, 

and conclusIons are presented in Chapter VII. , 

3 
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Chapter II Research Orlentatlons 

Literature Review 

For its Slze, the French-speaklng populatlon ln the United 

States has recelved relatively 11ttle scholarly attentlon 

(Harney, 1982). Yet there are numerous accounts of this group, 

spanning more than a cent ury and a wide range of approaches 

(Poby, 1984). For example, Ouellet (1980), Hamel1.n and Roby 

(1971) and others, hav~ aha1ysed the econOilC and soclal 

condltlons in Québec WhlCh led to the nineteenth-century 

exodus. Efforts of priests and government off1.cials ln Québec 

ta stop the emlgratlon have been descrlbed (Hamon, 1891: 

Rumllly, 1958: and others). The f10w of mlgratlon and patterns 

of sett1ement ln New England have been studied in detail 

(Paquet, 1964; Lavole, 1972; Paquet and Smlth, 1983; and Allen, 

1972). F1.nal1y, there are accounts of 11.fe for French 

Canadians in the ·petits Canadas" of New Eng1and citl.es (e.g., 

Hamon, 1891; acDona1d, 1896 and 1898; Loc~~, 1946: Therlau1t, 

1960; Brault, 1973; Violette, 1976; Searles et aL, 1982: 

Ear1y, 1982· and Quinta~, 1983). 

By 1891, there were eighty-six French Cathol1c parishes 

and fifty-three French parochial schools in New England (Wade, 

1950:176). Teachers, priests, doctors and lawyers came from 

Qufuec, and small businesses and French Catholic and lay 

associatlons appeared. The resu1t was the growth of completely 

self-contained communities within New England society, where 

French was spoken almost exclusively at home, in shops and ln 

the work-place. 

, 



Most authors who lnvestigated the persIstence of French 

CanadIans as a dIstinct communlty have (explicltly or 

Impllcltly) conceptuallzed this population as an ethnlc group. 

geve~al of their studies are revlewed be1ow. Four main reasons 

for the persIstence of French-Canadian ethniçity emerge trom 

the 11terature: 1) the deslre and effort~ of French-Canadlan 

Church and communlty leaders and lay lndividuals to preserve 

French language and Catholic fa1th; 2) in certaln areas, a high 

concentration of French Canadians ln one communltYi 3) speclal 

psychocultural chEracterlstlCs of French Canadians, 5uch as 

famlly structurei and 4) proximity to Québec. Each of these 

fa~tors wIll be discussed. 

While not the flrst to wriye about Mthe large and 

increaslng French-Canadlan elementM ln the Northeast, Bawdoln 

Collage professar William MacDonald Set a tane for later 

publicatlons (MacDonald, 1898). Although he predicted the 
, 

Minevitable absorption of the race- in N~w England society, 

MacDonald noted the influence af the Catholic Church, parochial 

school and voluntary associat10ns in promoting the use of the 

French language and the Mmaintenance of distinO-tt,ive .racial and 

soclal characteristics among the French Canadians M (ibid.:274). 

Wade (1950) documented the establishment of French 

national parishes throughout New England, hoting that the 

concept of survivance, def1ned by wade as the preservation of 

religion, language and customs, had wbecome an obsession with 

the French Canadians, as a result of more than a century's 
~ 

struggle to maintain their iàentity under British rule 1n 

5 
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Cabada" (Wade, 1950:183). And, wade concluded, it i8 the French 

parish which pas been responsibJe for this immigrant group's 

• ... resistance tù complete cultural fusion ln the American 

mass ••• • (ibid.:l89). 

Bouvier 8qreed that more than any othe~ 1mmlgrant group in 

the Northeast, French Canadians resisted assimilation ·dans le 

grand tout Jm~icain. (Bouvier, 1964:372). He expl,alned this 

by referr~ to-the preoacupation of French Canadians with 

survlvance. ThlS ·voluntary segregation", accordlng to 

Bouvier, stemmed from the firm determination of French 

Canadians ,to malntain the French language and cul ture in the 

face of Ehglish encrJJachment (l.bid.:179). Parents, he wrote, 

preferred ta see their children in low-wage and low~status 

occupations than risk losing the faith and language of thelr 

ancestora in English-speaking public secondary schools 

(ibid. :1'78). 

In most accounts of French Canadians in New England, 

economic factors are discussed only in the context of the 

migration avent, rèlther than in studies of Fre'nch-Canadian 
) 

enclave communities. One example is Locke's study of the 

immigrant community in Brunswick, Maine (Locke, 1946). While 

Locke shows that waves of French-Canadian migration 

corresponded t,o the expansion of Brunsw ick'5 cotton mill, he 

ignoree ~conomic factors in his discus&ion of the immigrants' 

adjostment to American life. That is, Locke notes that by 

1946, many French Canadians in Brunswick had att~ïned sorne 

measure of equality with "Yankee- residents. And yet, Locke 

6 
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'attrioutes any success"not to chanqes in society' or economic 

opportunity, but to internaI cultural ada,,,psychological 
\, 

factors, na.melyt -the adaptability, the tol'{, and the fertility 

of the French Canadians "as a race- (ibid. :I}il. 
, 

Gerard Brault, in his' description of Maine's Franco-

Americans, cited the relucta~ce of non-French residents of 
1 , 

mill-towns te accept the' immigrants from Ou4beo~ -The 

wall ••• was erectecl by mutuai consent- (Brault, 1973':16). 

According to Brault, the reasons for the ·great cultural 

solidarity· Qf the French-Canadian community were: its active 

parish life, French-language newspapers and frequent trips to 

the homeland, Québec. 

AYlen (1914) 'found that prènch ~ language was being retained 

longer in the larger French communities such as that of 

Lewiston, Maine (populat,ion 25,060 French mother tontJu.e in, 

1970) as opposèd ~o Dexter, Mai~e (papulftion 3&4 French mother 

tongue in 1970) (ibid.:59-60). Allen documented widespread 

decline of French language use, ..... especially in the stnaller 

tvwns but in the 1960'e even ih the large ethn.ic centers>-

(ibid. : 66) . 

In ~heir study of the viability of French enclave\ in 

canad; oUtside Québec, Vallee and Shulman (1969) dete,rmined 

that: al population density'or c1ustering i5 not perfectly 

corre1ated with French language retention; and hl proximity te 

Québec does not correlate perfectly with rate of assi.milat~on. 

The au~hors would Agree with Bo~vier (1964) and others that 

other variables, such as -the vieW8 and tactics of Plench-

., 
7 
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r , 
,canadian leaders •.• with reference ta the goals of cultural 

. ( 

surviva1 and the means'to reaçh these goals· are more \mport8nt 

for understanding language retention and 105S in French­

Canadian communities {Vallee and ShulJnan, 1.69:98-99). 

Among Lewiston's French population, ~ccording to Parker 

(1979), cultural breakdown occurred within Ofl~ cj,ecade (the 

1960's) and involved aIl four generations simultaneously. 

Parker explains this ·catàclysmic assimilation" by the 105S of 
~ 

limited group identity criteria. "If the culture rests on 

essentia11y one'di\f~r~ntiating factor and that factor i9 

removed, the whole culture identity ia endangered"; that key 

factor, in his view, was language (ibid.:31l). This c~rcu1ar 
: 

argument is ooly partial1y off-set by a suggestion of,êhanges 

il1 employment in LewiSton to help explain language l,oss. In 
t" 

Parker's work, as in 50 many others on French-Canadian 

im~i9rants, "external· economic factors are seen as secondary 

o~ incidènta~ in Any explanation pf cultural change. Parker's 
-

messag~ dominates the lit~rature: the maintenance of ~ltural 
~ ( 

valUes' and behavior of a particular ethnie group dejends on a~d 

is explained by allegi~noe to those same int~rnalt historically 

generated fOlrdes. 

Intrinsic cultural features have a1so baen used ta exp1ain 

limited social and economic.mobility among French Canadians. 
. ~ , , 

For example t , Rosen has tracéd differential rates of upward 

mobi1ity am.onç ethnie groups t~ir disumi lat: psychocultura1 f t,/ 

orientations towards achiesement (Rosan, 1959:47). Using the 

TA1 test, Rosen determined that French-Canadian immigrants in 

8 
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the. Northeast 'had lower achieverne'nt motivation and educational-

vocational aspiration levels than Je ..... ish and Greek immig'rants. 

When social class differencez were contro11ed, differences 

betw~en ethnie groups remained. Included ln the llst of 

Wethnic dlfferences" ..... ere: parents' ambitions for their 
. ~~ 

children and attitudes towards education as weIL as ChllJ-

tralning practices, aIL cf which ware presumed to have been 

carried over by the immigrants from the societies of their 

oirth. 

Research ~onducted in multi-ethnic ·Yankee City· ln 1933 

showed that occupatlonal status of Frènch Canadians was lower 

than that of Irish, Italians, Greeks, Armenians and Jewa 

(Warne~ et al., 1963). The reasons clted were: 1argè group 

populatloni proxlmity ta the home1and; and "fami1y structure 

with patterns maintaining customary status . •. " (Werner et al" 

1963:114). Reasons given for the acceleration of social 

mobility among non-French ethnie groups were: "simil~rlties 
, 

between ethnie ancestral society and Yankee city ~n general 

o~ganizational type .•• and ~impari ties ... in t7 t~h,9. ious 

aspect of cu)l tore" (ibid.). 

An exhaustive review of every account 6f French-Canadian 

immigrants in the U.S. 16 neither possible nor neces$ary here. 

Ail of the authors quoted above agreed that ~rench Canadians .... 
differed from other immigrant ~oups in the U.S.: they did nct 

"àssimilate W as rapidly. The theoretical approach of ~ost 

authors is similar ~o that of Horace Miner's widely known and 
1. 

appreciated "community study" of a Qu~bec village (Miner, 1939} 
.... 

9 



,. 

• 

and subsequent ~ainstream sooia1 research in ethnicity. In 

that approach, authors tend to abstract a soc~al group, the 

Frenbh.Canadians, from thé larger society of which they are a 

part. Thus beliefs and behavlor are assumed to be tradltions 

evoivi~9 from, past events and Clrcumstances or "ethn~c . 

ancestral society", rather than rational responses to present 
• 

condit~ons. The needs of New England society, and of the 

Frepch Canadlans themselves, have generally been 19nored. 

Theoretical Orientations of the l'tesearcb 

In order ta situate more accurately ~rench-Canadian 

immigrants within the 1arger economlC context of New Eng1and 

society, 1 chose to consider this population as ~ a social 

class and an ethnie group. This d~al conceptual~zation allowed 

me ta Locus on the economic positi.on of Frenc/.1-Canadian 

lmmigrants'over time and see how socio-economic (rather than 

cultural or psyChological) factors have eontributed ta the 

ma~ntenance and subsequent decline o~ ethnicity. 

Definitions: Social Class 

The term "class" denotes a set--a group of thin~s or 

persons having common charaeterlstics or attributes. To do 

justice to the ongoinq debate over interpretatiéns of the term 

would be impossible here. Wh~t fcllows i5 a brief discussion 

of the view5 of Marx and Max Weber which guided the research 

for this tQasis. 

Marx showed the strong connection between the individual 

and the larger economic and therefore legal structures of 

society. Marxism holds that the position of every clas5 i5 

10 
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determined by its role in the overa11 producti~n proceas. In 

modern society, under cap~talist relations of productlon, thcee 

great s.oc~a 1 classes appeared:, 

ft ]he owners merely 'of laJbor-power, owners of capita:l, '<l'p.d 
landowners, whose respective sources of incom~ are ~ages, 
profit and ground-rent, in other words, wage-labor~x5, 
capitalists and landowners (Marx, '1894; cited in Tucker, 
1978:441). 

Max Weber placed ·class· with1n the context of ·politieal 
, 

communities", in that ·classes, status groups and parties are 

phenornena of the distrib.ution of power in a community· (Weber, , 

1978: 92-:z)). Classes are not communi tl.e5 1n th-:msel ves but 

represent bases for 50c181 action in pursuit of economl.C 

Interests. Members of a class share a slmilar chance in lite 

according to their position 1n the economic ~rder in terms of 

relative control over goods or opportunities for incorne. Class 

divisions appear with the rise of the market economy and what 

Weber referred to as economically rational consumption 

patterns. The basic categories of aIl "class situations" are 

property and lack of property (ibid.). "A socia 1 class", wrote 

Weber, ·makes up the tota1ity of those class situations within 

-which individual and generatibnal mobi1ity is easy and typica1" 

(ibid.:302). Like Marx, but inf1uenced by the times Jn which 

he was writing (1922), Weber listed four main social classes: 

·the working class as a whole"; the petty bourgeoisie; the 
, 

property-less intelligentsia and trained specialists; and the 

classes privileged through property and education (Weber, 

1 978 : 3 0 5') • 

In sum, Marx identified the re1ationship to the means of 
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productlon as the factor which determined any group's rank in 

society. For Weber, one's class depend~d on one's place in the 

market eco'nomy. For this thesis, French-Canadians coming ta 

,Augusta around the turn of the century were assumed to be a 

distinct class of wage-laborers, according to Marx and Weber's 

general definitions presented above. This assumption proved to 

be true 'see Chapter IV). 

There is one author who explicitly viewed French-Canadian 

farmers who emigrated as a "reserve of impoverished labprers in 

New England" (Anctil, 1980:9). In studying the official 

discourse of French Americans in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, 

Anctil faund that priests and other members of the French petty 

bourgeoisie stressed French-Canadian natio~alist policies in 

order ta preserve their class interests. The Catholic 
,; 

" conservative ideology, referred to elsewhere as survivance, was 

built up by French-Canadian leaders on the sha~ed national 

.conciousness of French-Canadian'workers, according to Anctil. 

Thus the persistence of French Canadian la~uage and values was 

a deliberate, and apparently successful, strategy of the 

French-Canadian entrepreneurial c1ass to ·we1d the French 

proletariat to itself 8;s a captive -clientele" ~ (ibid.:23). 

Anctil's work provides refreshing ins{ght into,the class 

divisions which existed in Ne~ England's French cornmunitïes. 

With ~is marxist perspective, Anctil explains the persistence 
~ . 

of French~Canadian identity in terms of class in~erests, and 

yet, his study ts limited to the French community as an island 

unto itself, seemingly unaffected by the surrounding economy .. 

12 



ahd society. 

Ethnicity 
.. 

Most definitions of :~thnic identity· and "ethnie group" .. 
lnclude variations on two Webe~an themes, i.e., belief in 

êommon origins and s~lf-di~fèrentiation (Hicks and Leis, 197?). 

Acc~rding te Weber, attacnments 'to memories of migration, for 

example, could f~eilitate group formation which might then be~ 

used for poli tica·l action. Such conspicuo~s differenaes as 

language, religious-beliefs and customs, in Weber's vie~, serve 

to differentiate two or more ethnie groups (Weber, 19i8:39ot 

Anthropologist Clifford Geertz cited "primordial afflnities and 

attachments" as primary aspects of ethnie groups (Geertx7 

1963). Barth questioned this determinist1c notion of ethn~city 

and focused instead on identity and interaqtibn (Barth, 1969). 

Ethnie groups, accordinq to Barth, identified th~mselves and 

were identified by others as in ~ome way different. One could 

document efforts from bath s~des of such boundaries to maintain 
. ~. . . 

ethnie divisions and discuss organizatibnal processes and 
{ 0 

politieal uses of ethnicity in th~ larger social contexte 

~any writers have dealt explicitly with questions of 

ethnie identity maintenance. For ex~mple! Cohen, in his study 
" a 

of urban ethnicity in Ibadan, Nigeria, followed Barth in 

asserting that urban ethnie groups were really interest groups 

in competition for scareè resources (Cohen, 1969). Ethnicity, 

in Cohen's view, helps promote group solidarity andù 

exclusiveness for political and economic gains. In a previous 

work, Glazer and Moyn'ihan, tao, charaç'terized urban immigrant 
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A paralle1 eXlsts between thls study and one aspect of the 

analysls of urbanlzation ln Afrlca. Many anthropologlst91 have 

been concerned wlth the perslstace of ethnlclty (often 
, r: ) 

referred to as "tr 1ballsm" ln t ~~ Afr 1can context) among rural 

lmmlgrants to cltles. Two dlvergent processes,have been 

ldent1fled: -detrlballzatlon" ("assim11atlon") and 

"retrlbalizatlon" o{(roughly equlvalent to ethnlc moblllzatlon) 
, f,· 

(MerCler, 1965; Cohen, 1969). Gluekman's passa':le on trlballsm 

ln towns 15 lncluded here because lt eloquently summarlzes my 

own approach to the study of French-Canadlan lmrnlgrants ln 

Au gus ta. l s u b lU 1 t th a t the w 0 r d 5 l n b/r fi c k e t s m a y b e 

Substltuted Wltrout a 105S of 

quotatl0n. 

force or meanrng ln the 

The startlng-polnt of our analys~s of trlballEm [ethnle 
ldentlty) ln the towns 15 not tha~ lt 1S man1fested by 
trlbesmen, but that it 15 manifested by townsmen. The 
Af-riean [French Canadlan] newi y arnved from hlS rural 
ho m e t.o w 0 r k 1 n ami n:e [m i l l J, l 5 f i r 5 t 0 f aIl a m l ne r 
ünill-worker] (and posslbly resembles :niners [mlll- ' 
workers l everywhere). Secondarlly he lS a tribesman 
{French Canadlan]i and hlS adherence to trlbaiism [French- \ 
Canadlanism) has tD be interpreted ln an urban setting l 
(Gluckman, 1961:68-69; terms ln brackets addedl. 

Stud~es of the persistence of French-Canad1an language and 

culture in New England mlll-towns have nearly always begun from 

the pOInt of Vlew of a transplanted farmer who adheres to hlS 

"ethnlc" va lues, , In this study, l a ttempted to understand the 

experlenee of lmmlgrants ta the CIty of Augusta flrst as mlll-

workers and secondarlly as French Canadlans. 

Methodology 
j 

'2,.,e setting of "La Côte" 1 n Augusta, Malne, 15 appropr la te 

for thlS longl"tùdlnal study of one Immlgrant mlnority communlty 
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and lts lnstltutlons ln reIatl.on to the surroundlng "h?st" 

socletyand ltS lnstltutions. Two prlncipal research methods 

were used: ardu va l work and oral hi story interviews. 

Wrltten materlal carne from a varlet y of sources. 

Unfortunately, employee records of the Edwards Manufacturlng 

Company ml Il cou 1 d flot be loca ted. However, Mlnutes of compa ny 

Stockholders' and lliirectors' meeting s prov lded va l u~ble 

lnformation. Addl.tlonal prlmary sources included Annual ~epor'ts 

of the Maine Department of Labor: and Industoal Statlstlcs, 

newspaper cllpplngs assembled by the textile union local, afjl'd '\ . \ 

tax records of t he Cl ty of Aug usta. As for the parlsh of St. 

Augustl.ne, marrlage records, st. Augustlne School records, and 

journals kept by Rellglous teachers, were consulted. Fl.naIly, 

manuscrlpt censuses for the Cl ty of Augusta (1880 ta 1910) were 

a treasure trove of lnformatlon on French-Canadlans ln August,a. 

Over a s lx-month per lod l conducted ln -depth Interv l~WS 

w nh more than th 1 rty Augusta residen ts. • More than twen ty of 

these were men and women between age 70 ând 85, who were barn 

in Canada and mlgrated to Maine alone or wlth thel,r parents. 

Thelr fi rst language was French, and man y preferred to speak 
. 

French ln our Interviews. Nearly aIl had worked ln the mlll at 

least one month. Other informants included members of the 

clergy and former, whlte-collar mill employees. The tOp1CS of 

these inte~views ranged from personal lHe histories, 

employment and edt:cation to language use (see AppendlX A). By 

asklng l.nformants to dlSCUSS these topics l.n reference to thelr 

parents, children and grandchl.ldren, lt was possible to gaIn a 
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ln the commun i ty over several generations. 

Besides providlng back.ground lnformation on the French-

Canadian comm unl ty, the ln terVlews r~vea led factors rela1:ed ta 

the retentlOn and re jecti~n of French-Canadlan identi ty·. 

the many pOSS 1 b le indicator s of ethmc identl ty, s\.Jch as 

Amang 

rellgion or cuisine, l chose language as th~ prlmary varlable. 

" As many authors have noted, language has been and sti 11 15 a 

c ru,Cla 1 distingulshing char acteri stic for bath the French-

Canadlan population and the native "Yankees" of New England. 

~ 

01 der French-speaking res1dents 0 f 1\ugu sta are concerned about 

the lack of knowledge and use of the- French language amang 
\ 

young people of French-Canadlan orlgin. Thus, my Inqulry was 

Dot unrelated to the.ir lnterests. Other observable indlcators 

s uch as l.nter-marnage 1 na t ura li za tlan and movemen t a way f rom 

"r,.a Côte" were a Iso used to measu re the decl1 ne of e thOlc J 
identlty. The crass-fertlllzation of wrltten records and oral 

hl stary research prov ided a mple mater la l f rom WhlCh to dra w 

conclusions about reasons for the persistence and decline of 

French-Canadian ldentlty in Maine. 
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Chapter III French-çanadlan Immigra tian and the New Engl and 
Econonty 

'l'he French Canadians, following the track of thelr 
élncestors down the Kennebec and also a long the ral1road 
lines runni'1g into Canada, have fOl.1nd employment in the 
factor ies of our manufacturing vi Il ages; and in 
Watervl11e, Lewiston and other rIver cities and towns, 
farm a large and Increaslng e lement of the 
popu1ation.~.(Abbott, 1892:534). 

The presence of French Canadians ln Mêllne '15 the i"'esul t of 

a mass migratIon from Q\iÉhec to New En~land from about 1850 ta 

the 1920's. 

ThIS chapter 15 divided into three sections: the fHst 

provides background Information about the immIgration of French 

Canadrans ta New England cotton-mill towns. In order ta 

under stand thlS mIgra t 10n event, l t lS necessary ta examIne 

bath the needs o.f the reCe1.Vlng economy as weIl as soc1al and 

econoroic pressures ln the mIgrants' oWn SocIety. Thus, \Ne w 1.11 

look at the growth of cotton textile manufacturing in New 

England and the role of French-Canadian labor in that 

Industry's development. We w1.11 also discURS condit1ons in 

nlneteenth-century Québec whic'h contr 1but~d to the exodus of 

some 900,000 French Canadians. The third sectlon of the 

chapter documents the m igrdtion process as 1 t occurred in 

Augusta, Maine. 

The extent of the French-Canadian migration to the u.s. 

has not been lIleasured with absolute certal.nty.l We do know 

that French-Canadian migration to the United States before lR.50 

invol ved single men taking seasonal jobs in wood,..cutting and 

railroad constr~ Northern Vermont, New Hampshire and 
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Maine (Lavoie, 1972). In the 1860's, the rate of emigrat ion 

increased sharply with a tOtal of about 224,000 French 

Canadians leavinq Québec during the decade (P&quet and Smlth, 

1983:442). ~able 1 shows the figures for net annual emigration 

between 1870 and 1940 of French Canadians, ca lculated by Paquet 

and Smith (1983). By the 1870'8, French Ca nad ian emigrants 

were making their way in great numbers to SoutheAn New Eng1and 

towns. In contrast to earlier waves of migration, French 
Ir-

Canadians now began to emigrate in large family groups. Most 

of the immigrants were employed in New England textile mills. 

According to sorne, the period of the h~~hest rate of 

immigration of French Canadians to New England came b~een 
1880 and 1890 (Paquet, 1964:330). Paquet estimates that Quêbec 

had a net 108s of 345,000 individuals during this decade, of 

whom between 150,000 and 200,000 went to New Eng1and 

(ibid.:351). Researchers have found that the rate of Yrench-

Canadian migration fol1owed the cycles of growth and depression 

in the U.S. ,econorny and in the textile industry, specifically ~ 

(Paquet and Smith, 1983"\450; Paquet,. 1964:366). 

American cotton textile ttlanufacturing begall in 1788 in 

Beverly 1 Massachusetts. Yet, Samuel Slater, ,a former 

superintendent in a British spinning rn~11 and-Moses.Brown, a 

wealthy merchant of Providence, Rhode Island, are credited with 

having establishea the first water-powered spinning factory in 

America (Josephson, 1949:14). By 1809, 27 mills were in 

operation, all -fathered" by the Slater mill with Providence 

capit,al (Leblanc, 19-68). 
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Table 1 nA Prellminary Synthetic Measure of Net Emigration of 
French Canadians, 1870-1940" (Paquet and Smith, 
1983:446) 

,,, 

Decade Number 

1870-1880 120,000 
1880-1890 165,000 
1890-1900 195,000 
1900-1910 75,000 
1910-1920 100,000 • 1920-1930 150,000 
1930-1940 12,000 

Sources 

Lavoie, 1912; Paquet, 1964; and Vicero, 1968 .. 

l ' 
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The Embargo Act of 1807 and the advent of the War of 1812 

hal ted an imports from England and spurred the development of 

American cotton manufacturing. The archetype of the new mills 

was the Boston Manufacturing Company, founded in Waltham, 

Massachusetts in 1813 by a wealthy Boston merchant, Francis 

cabot Lowell. The $300,000 authorized capital stock for the 

company was raised from members of the families of Lowell and 

those of his friends, Nathan Appleton and Patrick Tracy Jackson 

(Josephson, 1949). Strong water power was needed to drive the 

new looms, which in turn made the work l ighter, requiring less 

" physical strength in the workers. This was the first 

inteqrated cotton mill: in one plant, raw cotton could he 
/ 

cleaned, spun, woven into cloth and then bleached or dyed. 

Young, single women ~ere tecruited by the founders of the 

"Wal tham system" from rura l areas surrounding the mills. By 

1831, 4/5 of the cotton workers in Massachusetts were women. 

Di vidends remained high and steady, averag.ing 18 3/4 per oent 

annually, from 1817 to 18.26 (Josephson, 1949:26). With more 

cap~tal available, the friends and associates of Francis C. 

Lowe!'l sought new ventures. In 1822, Jackson, Appleton and 

Kirk Soott incorporated the Merrimaèk Man~facturing, company, on 

the river of Othe Saroe name, in a town ca lled,Lowell, 

Massachusetts. This corporation was followed by tbree others: 

the Hamilton, Appleton and Lowell Corhpaniea (Fig. 1). 

With increased investment and the general expansion of 

cotton textile m,ills during the late 182Ô's and ·1830's came a 

shift in the geographical distribution of the industry in New 
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Fig. l MaJor Textile Manufacturing Centers of New Eng1and, 1850 

Town, 5tate 

Providence, R.I. 

Chicopee, Mass. 
Wa1tham, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Lowell ~ Mass. 

Lawrence, Mass. 
Nashua, N.H. 
Manchester, N.H. 
Saco, Me. 
Biddeford, Me. 

Company Year of 
Incorporatl.on 

Slater M111 1790 

A. W. Sprague 1815 
Cabot Mfg. Co. 1822 
Boston Mig. Co. 181J 

Offices of aIl Mass. mills 
Merrimack Co. 1822 
Hamilton Co. 1825 
Appleton Co. 1828 
Lowell Co. 1828 
Essex Co. 1845 
Nashua Mfg. Co. 1822 
Amoskeag Mfg. Co. 1831 
York Mfg. Co. 1831 
Pepperell Mfg. CO.18S0 

Textile Mills in Maine Added After 1850 

Lewiston 

Brunsw1ck 
Augusta 

Bates Mig. Co. 
Androscoggin 
Continental 
Cabot Mfg. Co. 
l\.&W. Sprague 

(bought Dy Edwards Mfg. 

Map repr1nted from Knowlton, E., Peppere11 5 Progress, 1948:7. 

1852 
1860 
1866 
1857 
1867 
1882) 
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England. Larger mills w1th greater productive potentl.al 

required new water power resources. The small streams of Rhode 

Island and Southern Massachusetts were too s1ugg:lSh to drive . 
adbitional and more powerful looms, 50 the Boston capitalists 

Iooked North to the ·swift and abundant waters" of rivers ll~e 

the Merrimack and, Sace> (Ware 6 1931:81). Giant factories began 

to be built: in 1831, the York Company engineered a plant 

located on the SaCQ River" in Maine, which would operate 12,000 

spindles on 300 looms (Bishop, 1864). 

Bach texti l e company was controlled by the sarne sma 11 

group of ~oston merchants and financiers. Under this system of 

interlocking directorship, the cotporations produced different 

types of goods, 50 that there would be no competitlon befween 
"\ 

companies. The power of the Boston Associates, made up of a 

few famlll.es related by blood or marriage, extended beyond 

textiles to Boston area shlpping, banks l lnsurance companles, 

rea1 astate and railroqds. This concentration of financial 

power was ussd ~ffectively for political control, as ln the 

regulation of protective tariffs on cotton goods imports. The 

corporations were thus able ta inf 1 uence, if not control, the 

cost of raw materials and their transport, as weIl as prices--

to their advantage (Josephson, 1949). 

By the 1840~s, agriculture in New England was failing, and 

the Mid-Western states emerged as the center of agricultural 

innovation and productivity. poor harvests and low priees 

drave New Englanders fro~ their homes and farms. Young women 

workers began to leave the fÇlctory life in the Northeast, 
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seeking mort education or responding to ca Ils from the West for 

wives and schoolteachers. The~r places in the mil1s were often 

taken by Irish immigrants (mostly women), who had begun to 

arrive in groups by the 1830's (Dublin l 1981). 

Between 1840 and 1860, the number of cotton spindles ln 

operation more than doubled. At a time of great expanslon of 

transportation and communicat~ons in the U.S:, the textile 

industry continued to fo110w the ear1ier trend toward the North 

for greater water power sources. It was dur ing the 1850 '5 and 

1860 's that the potentia l for Maine '5 water power resources • 

began to be realized. Development began on the Saco River at 

Biddeford, the Androscoggin at Lewiston and Brunswick, and the 

Kennebec River at Waterville and Augusta. T~se Maine rlvers, 

long Dsed for transportation of logs and peo~le, and as a 

source of commercial ice, DOW fueled power looms for tme 

production of cotton cloth (See Flg. 1). 

The expansion of textile manufacturing and the .growing 

number of mi Ils created enormous competi tlon. Under t'hese 

conditions, only ouge sales could bring profits to the 

manufacturers. By 1850, the textile industry pioneers, wlth . . 
their sense of paternal responsibility, were being replaced by 

absentee owners whose main interest was prof i ts (Kir:kland, 

1947). Wages began to be eut, and the number of machines per 

worker was increased. Between 1850 and 1860, at the Boston 

Manu~acturing Company, there was a 29.5 per cent increase in 

workers' output with an average wage increase of only 10.2 per 

cent for the sall\e period (Ware, 1931:113). The decline in 

... 
l' 
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wages was prompted by a drop ln dividends, probably caused by 

competition and overproduction. Some attribute wage cuts in 

the textile Industry to poor business practices, in the 

overpayment of div1dends to the detriment of machlnery 

maintenance and improvement (Schlakman, 1969). 

The few natlve New England women still employed in the 

mills suffered under the lower wages and more demanding work 

imposed upon them. They, as weIl as Irisn immigrants, began 

leavlng cotton mllis of the Northeast. Thls deerease in the 

labor supply, combined with the increa8ed demand for textiles 

during the CIvil war, caused mlll managers to look farther 

North for a new source of labor. The cotton mlll's product was 

cheap, and labor was just a tooi. French-Canadian Immlgrants 

were a new source of eheap labor which came to the reseue of 

mi Il managers at a crucia 1 moment ln the hlstory of New 

Eng land 's texti le l.ndustry. 

Conditions in Nipeteenth-Century Québec 

How did thousands of French Canadians come ta be such 

willing laborers ln the cotton mills of New England during the 

latter part of the nl.neteenth çentury? The roots of'the 

poverty and unemployment whieh pushed French Canadians to take 

jobs in New England mill-towns can be found in the agricultural 

and economic crises of QuÉbec which began in the ea:-ly 1800'8. 

until the British Conquest in 1763, the eeonomic bases of 

New France (what is now Qu~ec) were fur trading and whpat. 

Agricultura1 lands, concentrated chiefly in the St. Lawrence 

and Chaudière River valleys, were owned by French noblemen 
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(seigneurs) and worked by their tenant-farmers (habitants). 

After the Conquest, many French adm inistrators left Lower 

Canada and returned to France. Those seigneurs who .stayed on 

had to give up their government and military posts as weIl as 

their fur contracts, and try'to live exclusively from their 

lands (Hamelin and Provencher, 1981:65). The British had 

gained control of commerce in MontrÉB l and QUÉbec, whi le in 

rura 1 areas, the French Cathol:rv clergy ma~ntained po 1 i tica l 

and moral authority. 

As early as 1802, the sale of wheat to Great Britain was 

severely restricted (Bernier, 1976: 428). Fur trading 

cont~nued, and the lumber industry began to be developed by 

Bri t~sh entrepreneurs. French-Canadian habitants on seigneurie 

lands of the St. Lawrence and Chaudière Valleys were often 
~ 

attracted by the money to be made suits other than 

farming. Their l ack of attent~on improvement of their 

fie Ids and farming techniques is notorious (Bernier, 1976; 

Ouel1et, 1980). The French-Canadian system of partib le 

inheritance among members of large families eventually reduced 

farm land to many tiny seI?arate plots. 

This ·problem has often been referred to as the "population 

crisis" of nineteenth-century Québec (See Ouellet, 1980:145). 
/ 

It has been explained by high birth rates encouraged by French 

priests (See Garigue, 1960). While rapid population growth 

existed among French Canadians, other factors contributed to 

the scarcity of land. S~nce 1820, the Land Bureau of Lower 

Canada was dominated by Englishmen who bought up huge tracts of 

26 



., 
land, especially in Eastern,..,QuÉbec, fo~ speculation (Hamelln 

and Provencher, 1981:77). what land there was was sold to 

English and American farmers at a price no French Canadian 

could afford. In sum, in the 1830'5, the English in QuÉbec 

emerged as more success fuI far mers than the French Canadians, 

because of their superior technique;;, as weIl as advantages of 

easier access to land and connection to the markets of Quroec, 

Montrel, England and the U.S. (Hamelin and Roby, 1971:7). 

On seigneurie lands, meanwhile, the soil deteriorated, and 

demands on French -Canad ian habi tant 5 f rom the Chu rch and the 

seigneurs, in the form of tithes, rent, tÇi1Ce'S, etc., continued 

to augment (Ouellet, 1980). French-Canadian farmers themselves 

had, by this time, given up trying to produ,ce wheat, having 

already experiel)ced g.reat competition, both from their English 

neighbors and from the new and more productive agricul tural 

area s of the Canadian praines. Habitant 5 tllrned to a 

subsistence form of agriculture, growing potatoes, buckwheat, 

and oats. Thus they became more vulnerable to widespread 

potato blight in the 1830's (Hamelin and Pr~vencher, 1981:76-

77) • 

The Rebellions of 18i7, led by the fledgling French-

Canadian middle class with the goal of independence for Lower 

Canada, were a ref lection of growing French-Engl ish tensions as " 

weIl as worsening economic conditions of most French-Canadians. 

For political and economic reasons, an estimated 40,000 French 

Canadians left QuÉbec for the U.S. between 1840 and 1850 

(Hamelin and provencher, 1981:93). The Report of the Select 
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Committee of the Legislative Assembl~ to Inquire into 

-Emigration, wri ~n j",n 1849, noted that experienced Eastern 

Canadian farmers were leaving for better land in the West, 
• 

while laborers--chiefly French Canadians--went to work in New 
. 

England factories or on ~rican railroads (Careless, 
:lI' \i 

1967:151)~ In the 1850's and 1860's, due to the lower costs of 

produc~ion and protective tariffs, industrial growth was 

favored in New Eng1and, in contrast to Québec. 

The 1870's were years of economic contraction in most 

parts of the world, fo110wing the stock market crash in Vienna 

in 1813. Québec's economy was tied closely by trade and 

in~stmentscto the Br1tish economy and therefore suifered 

dearly during the Depression (Hamelin'and Provencher, 

1981:105). By- the time Quê:>ec"s manufacturing interests and 

financial centers recovered, it was too late to stem the tide 

of em igration to the United States. Having litt 1 e capi ta 1 for 

- investment in industry, the Québec government offered land for 

re-settlement North of the St. Lawrence River. The French . "-

clergy joined in promoting the colonization of Quâ:>ec by 

" condemning emigrés -and the dirty and immoral New England mill-

towns they were f locking tOi 
1 

When French-Canadian families chose to go to New England, 

it was usually because they had few alternatives. H1gh infant 

morta1ity, malnutrition, cold and hunger, were aIl 'part 'of what 

French-Canadian habitants ,left 'behind when they came to New 

England. 2 They were victims 'of an out-moded land-tenure 

, S"ystem, poor lands, little education, no capital, and no 
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lflcentlve ta lmp~ove thelr farms. 

rr~nch-Canadian Immlg~ants to New England came from aIl 

reglons of Québec (Allen, 1972). Over tIme, partlcular areas 

became Ilnked to çertaln ml~l-towns, and observable "chalns" of 

mIgration developed. These chalns lnv~lvèd both communication 

and transportatIon networks~ Informatlon dbout Job 

opportunities in New England came from two sources/ on the 

whole: earller mIgrants (usually relatlves) and labor 

"brokers". MIgrants who had settled ln New England 

communlcated wlth thelr frlends and relatlxes by letter and ln 
, \ 

frequént VlSltS. There was also movement back ta Québec for 

marrl8ge/ health reasons, and especially durlng perlods of 

economlC depreSSlon ln New England. 3 Movement back and forth 

across the border was frequent, probably because of ~he ease of 

travel by rail (especlally after the 1870's) and the strength 

of French-C~lDadian kin t~es (Plddlngton, 1965). Immlgrants 

6ften depended on their relatlves bath for accommodation and 

for help wlth .employment upon <lnrlval ln the mlll-town. The 

second so~rce of informatIon was the mlll agent or labor 

broker. These were generally French-Cp.nadlan mlll employees 

paid to travel through Québec and recrui t worken;. Mlii agents 

often pald tréhn fare for the mIgrants and met them at the 

statlon ln town when they arrived. In thlS way a strong 
;~ -- _u. __ 

patron-clIent relatlonship was establlshed between the habItant 

and hlS prospectIve employer. 

The ra~lroad clearly had a profound Influence as a Ilnk 

qet~een partlcular source areas 'arl'd are.as of destlnatlon. In 

29 



• 

the preral.lroad perlod, 1.8., 1830-1850, French Canadians moved 

to Malne from two spec1flc areas: those from l'rslet ând 

~amouraska followed the T~mlscouata Road on foot or ln wagons 

to the Upper St. John Vâlley of Northern Malne (Allen, 1972), 

Others came trom Be~uce County and (oilowed the Kennebec Road 

to Watervllle, Augusta and pOlnts south (Flg. 2). Compietlon 

of the At 1 antic and St. Lawrence Rall way f rom Montrée 1 ta 

Portland 1n 1853 opened up new source areas ta the lncreaslng 

number of econOmlC opportunlt1eS ln New England's expandlng 
() 

mllis. Th15 partlcular Ilne was 500n lncorporated lnto 

Canada's Grand Trunk system, and connectlng Ilnes were added to 

Qufue~ CIty by 1870. The rallroads drew French Canadlans from 

a wlder range of areas, whlle they strengthened the old Beauce-

Kennebec Va lley 11 nk. 

The movement of Frènch Canadlans ta New England ln the 

late nlneteenth century can be understoad as a fa1rly ol.screte 

phenomenon. Mlll owners ln New England took advantage of the 
1:::. 

economlC depresslon in Qufuec and the existence of T811roads ta 

entlce impov~rished Quebecois to migrate ta New England and 

fl11 the labor gap. The relationship between French-Canadlan 

lmmlgrants and textlle ml11s c~n be better understood by 

examlnlng the process as it occurred ln Augusta, Malne. 

Immigration to Augusta 

The story of French-Canadlan lmmlgratlon ta Augusta must 

be prefaced by a brief account of the Clty'S textlle mlll 

{AppendlX B}. The productlon of cotton 900d5 ln Augusta began 

ln 1834, with the lncorporation of the Kennebec Dam Company. 
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Fig. 2 Railroads ol New En91and, 19th Century 

, .. , .' n •• .,., ••• 

Source, ~irkland. Edward Chase, Hen, Citi~s ~nd Transportation, 
19481467 and 197 . 
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The company began w~th S300,OÜO ~n cap~tal and author~zatlon to 

bUlld a daml locks and canals on the Kennebec Rivet. The da~ 

was finished ln 1837, the year that the Kennebec Dam Co. became 

the Kennebec Locks and Canals Company, ~ncorporated with 

$600,000 capital (Kenn~bec Journal, 1947). It was thlS company 

which, ~n 1847, established Augusta's flrst cotton mill, 

operating 10,000 splndles. Sawmliis and gnstmills were later 

constructed at the site. 

Floods and f1re took thelr toll on mlll bUlldings and the 

dam during the 1850~ and 1860~. Just after the Civil War, 

towns ano clties aIl over the U.S. were clamorlng for rallroad 

connections and lndustry (Leb lanc, 1968: 181). Loca 1 

entrepreneùrs ln Augusta succeeded ln acqulrlng outslde 

lnvestment to develop their Kennebec water-power source. In 

1865, negotiations began with the Spragues of Provldence, Rhode 

Island, owners of textile mills, real estate and steamship 

lines {See Ware, 1931:130). At first, willlam Sprague IV 

ob)ected to the prlce asked for the Augusta watei power rights 

and adjacent land. Worr~ed that they wou~d lose Sprague to 

another city, local leaders secured approval from the Maine 

Legislature for a bond issue of $250,000. In 1867, Auqusta 

voters approved this sum Ln public money for the A. & W. 

Sprague Company (North, 1670:777-..782; Leblanc, 1968:l82J (Fig. 

3) • 

The Sprague Company added 15,000 spkndles to the cotton 

mill on the Kennebec. The mlll operated successfully, despite 

heavy fire and flood damage, untll 1873, when financial losses, 
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Cl t Y of i\uyusta 1 

f" W. sprague 

Source H. E. Halfpenny, A\la~ of Kennebeç CountYI ~ai~t 1879:20-21 
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probably due to the world-wide depression, forced the A. & W. 

Sprague Company to close down operatlons. Their total 

property, valued at $16,000,000, was pla~ed in the hands of a 

trustes, Ml:". Zachanah Chafee (Knight, 1881 :55). 

In 1882, Chafee transferred the mi11 property in Augusta 

to Mr. Isaac T. Burr, of Newton, Massachusetts, flrst president 

of the newly-formed Edwards Manufacturing Company, for the sum 

of $207,14l.62 (Minutes, Oirectors Meeting, Oct. 6. 1882). The 

Edwards Company was another extension in a ]ine of 30ston-

financed corporatlons which originated ln 1813. Thl, 

particular corporation was formed by major stockholders of the 

Bates Manufacturlng Company, a· cotton textile company founded 

in 1852 and located in Lfwiston, Maine. Jacob Edwards, 

principal Stockholder or the Edwards Manufact~ring Co. at ltS 

establishment in 1882, also owned the most stock in the Bates 

Company in 1880 (Annual Returns, Secretary of State). As Table 

2 shows, the system of interlocking directorship, as weIl as 

control by Boston financiers, standard features of the textile 

indu8,try in New England, continued even i,nto the 20th "ntury . 

Ourin~ the last two decades of the nineteenth-century, 

French-Canadian immigrants began to out-number any other 

national 'group in Maine cotton mills (Annua! Report of the 

Malne Bureau of Industrial and Labor Statistics, 1889:131). At 

the Pepperell ~nufacturing Company in Biddef1fd, Maine, 

between September, 1885 and September, 1891, the number of 

French-Canadian operatives increased from 596 ta 959, or 61 per 

cent, even though total employment actually declined by 5 per 
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Table 2 Directors, Bates Manufacturing Co., Lewiston, Maine 
and Edwards Manufacturing Co., Augusta, Maine, 1901 

Bates Manufacturing Co., May 21, 1901 

Directors 

Orlando H. Alford 
Isaac T. Burr 
Edmund S. Clark 
James B. Case 
william C. Hunneman 
Joseph H. Gray 

Off icers 

president, Isaac T. Burr 
Treasurer, Rcbert J. Edwards 
Asst. Treas., Orlando Alford 
Clerk, Ralph W. Pot ter 

Authorized capltal stock: $1,200,000 

Prlncipal office: t85 Devonshire street, Boston 

- - - - - - rI_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Edwards Manufacturing Co., May 31, 1901 

Directors 

Orlando H. Alford 
Isaac T. Burr 
James B. Case 
Jacob Edwards 
Robert J. Edwards 
William Endicott 

• 

J. Manchester Haynes 
Joseph H. Man1ey 

Offlcers 

President, William Endicott 
Treasurer, Jacob Edwards 
Asst. Treas. , R. J. Edwards 
Clerk, Cbar1es B. Johnson 

Authorized capital stock: $1,100,000 

Principal office: t85 Devonshire Street, Boston 

Source 

Annual Returns, Secretary of State of Malne, Corporate 
Division, 1902; Maine State Archives. 
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cent during those years (Pepperell Manufacturing Company 

Papers, cited in Vicero, 1968:318). 

In Augusta, the sa me infiltration of the mill by French 

Canadians can be seen. Based on figures given in the 

manuscript census of 18BO, out of a sample of 348 cotton mill 

workers in Ward 4 of Augusta, approximately 60 par cent were 
_ • r 

American, English or Irish by birth, while 40 per cent were 

born in Canada. In the 1900 manuscript census, however, when 

French- and English-Canadian origins were dlstinguished, almoSt 

85 per cent of the sample of cotton mill workers in Ward 4 were 
, 

born in french Canada or were barn in Ma ine of two French-

Canadian parents (Tables 3 and 4). 

By 1900, then, French Canadians were a slgnlflcant part of 

the labor force of the Edwards Manufacturing Company. Where 

did they come from, and when did they arrive in Augusta? The 

majority of French-Canadian immigrants to Augusta came from the 

C<;>unty of Beauce, QuÉbec. According to one surve,Y, 2/3 of the 

immigrants in Augusta were from Beauce and another 12 per cent 
, 

were born in nearby parishes of adjoining counties (Allen, 

1972: 3 79). Interviews with oider French-Canad ian lmmigrants in 

Augusta and a sample taken from marriage records of Augusta's 

French Catholic Church showed that, by and large, French 

Canadians came to Augusta from a handful of villages in Beauce. 

In the marriage records, for those baptised in Canada before 
1 

1900, the following parishes of baptism appear over and over: 

St. Fcédér i c, St. Sam ue 1, St. Méthode, st. BenOl t, St. Honoré, 
, 

St. George s, St. Ju 1 es, St. vi ct~a, St. Joseph -de-
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Table 3 Cotton Kill Workers ln Ward 4, Augusta, Maine, 
Place of Birth, 1880 

Place of birth Place of bi rth li % 
of persan of parents 

Maine Maine 166 48 

Canada Canada 142 41 

England England Il 3 

Ireland Ireland 8 2 

Ma1ne Ireland 7 2 

Maine Canada 5 1 

Other+ 9 3 

TOTAL cotton ml lI- workers ln samp1e 348 100 

Source: Manuscript Census for the Clty of Augusta, 1880. 

Table 4 Cotton Mill Workers ln ward 4, Augusta, Maine, 
place of Birth, 1900 

Place of Birth Place of Birth ft % 
of Persan of Parents 

Canada (French) • Canada (French)* 325 75 

Maine Canada (French l * 40 9 

Maine Maine 31 7 

Canada (Eng lish) * Canada (Ençlish)* 8 2 

Ireland Ireland 7 2 

Malne rreland 5 1 

Other4- 16 4 

TOTAL cotton mill workers in sample 431 100 

Soùrce; Manuscript Census for the City of Augusta, 1900. 

+ 
• 

Mostly persans barn ln other New England states. 
In 1900, for the first time, the census distinguished 
between French- and English-speakLng Canadians. 
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Beauce, East Brt:Jughton ... AlI of these parlshes are located 

a10ng the Chaudière River, ln Beauce County, and the longest 

distance between any two villages i8 not more than 50 km. The 

second major source area for immigrants ln Augusta born before 

1900 was Joliette, especially the parishes of St. Charles and 

Ste. Mélanie (Marriage Records, 1981). They came on foot along 

the Kennebec Road, or, later, by rail via Sherbrooke, Québec, 

and Greenvl11e, Maine. Others took the Grand Trunk Railroad 

from Montreal to Boston, then transferred to lines bound for 

Maine (Searles et aL, 1982) (Fig. 2). 

Paquet calculated net emlgration by county ln Québec for 

one decade, taklng into account population tatals, blrths and 

deaths, and immigration and repatrlatlon. He estimated that, 

between 1881 and 1891, Beauce Coun~y h.ad a net 10ss of 7,255 

people, almost 23 per cent of the county's 1881 populatlon. 

Net emigratlo~ trom Jollette durlng the 1880's was, according 

to Paquet t ?,527 lndivlduals, or 25 per cent of the populatlo~ 

ln 1881 (Paquet, 1964:342-3). 

Immigrants to Augusta came from different areas ln Québec 

than did those who settled in Lewiston or Brunswick, Maine and 

other mil1-towns of Maine and the rest of New Eng1and. The 

f1qw of migration also dlffered. There were peaks and 10ws, as 

in other areas, but the mass migration process began somewhat 

later in Augusta. Tt lS reasonable to associate the arriva1 of 

French Canadians in Augusta with the out-migration of native 

NêW En~landers and the remarkable expanslon of the Clty'S 

cotton mill, especia11y between 1887 and 1910. 
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As Figure 4 shows, French-Canadian lmmlgration to Augusta 

really began in 1870, when the Sprague mlll was stlll 

functionlng. 4 After that year, immigratlon was relatively 

inslgnificant, probably due to th~ general econ0mic slump from 

1873 to 1879. It lS difficult to account for the large jump in 

immigratlon in 1880. However, between 1884 and 1885, a thlrd 

mll1 was constructed on the Edwards property. Two more mills 

were added in 1889. Figure 4 shows that over 130 French 

Canadians arr~ved in Augusta ~n 1890. The depressions of 1893 

and the early 1900's ar,e also reflected ln Flgure 4. Between 

1887 and l8~2, the overall capaclty of the Edwards mlll was 

increased three-fold, for a total of 98,000 splndles. The 

product was diversified and sales were steady, holding at an 

average ;~$l mlillon annually between 1890 and 1910 (Vlolette, 

1976:31). By 1910, the Edwa,rds Manufacturing Company was 

operating 103,000 spindles (Amerlcan Cotton and Wool Reporter, 

1911) . 
• 

The decade wlth the hlghest number of French Canadlans 

arrivlng in Augusta was probably 1890-1899 (Table 5). This 

flnding i5 in direct conflict with reports by Vicero, Lavoie, 

and Paquet, which place the highest numbers of lmmigrants to 

New England ln ear11er decades, either the 1870'5 or the 

1880's. These discrepancies probably reflect reglonal 

dlfferences in business c1imate within New England as weIl as 

the difficulty of determining w~th exactitude the rate of 

mlgratlon of French Canad~ans to New England. 

Our ob jec t ive in thi J chapter was not Ito record exact 
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180 Flg. 4 French-Canadlan Immlgra~lon to Augusta Between 
1865 and 1910, Accordlng to Year of I~gratlon 

170 to the U.S. (Total • 1,887). Source: 
Hdnuscrlpt Census, Clty of AU9~ward 4, 1900 
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Table 5 French-Canadian Immigratl.on to Augusta; Tota/1S by ) 
Decade, 1840-1909 b 

Decade 

1840-1849 

1850-1859 

1860-1869 

1870-1879 

1880-~889 • 

1890-1899 

1900-1909 

TOTAL (1840-190Q) 

Source 

No. of Immigr"ants 

2 

9 

2 

86 

426 

724 

638 

1,887 

Manuscript Censuses for the City of Augusta, 1900 ~d 
1910; Ward 4 only. 

.. ---
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numbers of immigrants, but rather to understand why and how 

French Canadians came to New Eng~nd. One researcher wrote of 

a French-Canadi~n community in Maine: "Franco concentration in 

the city led to Franco 'concentration in local textile mills" 

(Gu~gnard, 1982:3~~ It should be clear from the above 

discussion that the reverse is in fact the case. A general 

understanding of the reasons for the emigration is essent~al to . 
our discuss~on of the French.Canadian community in Augusta, 

Maine. 

Notes 

1 .. Specialists on French-Canadian ~mmigration disagree on . . 
numbers of emigrant~ per year. Careful and detailed stud1es of 

the exodus include: Faucher, 1964; paquet, 1964; Vicero, 1968: 

Lavoie, 1972: and Paquet and Smith, 1983. 

~ .f' An interv1ew with a French-Canadian woman, born 1n 

19~vealedli~fant mortality as a common characteristic of 

poor Québec farm fami lies. R. P. recalled: 

Notre famille, c'était une grosse famille" Mes pa:r;ents 
ont eu 16 e~fànts. Il y en a plusieurs qui sont morts 
jeunes, t0!.1t jeunes, deux, trois mois.. Pis, il en y a six 
qui sQnt morts; le plus vieux avait trois ans. C'est gans 
l'enfance qu'y sont morts. (Sic). 

This woman's mothet died in childbirth with her 17th child, 

and R. P. herself was sick with tubercu~osis for 5 yea;s, from 

agè 9 to age 14. She môved to A~guste at age 18. [rnterv1ew, 

Augusta, Oct. 17, 1984J. 

3. In a~dition to periods of general economic slurnp, 

summer months tended ta be slack in the textile industry. 
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,- Mllls were cEten closed down one month or mOle ln summer, as 

water 1eve1s we~e low. 

4. Stat~stlcs for vlgure 4 and [or Table 5 come from the 

manuscript census, WhlCh glves lnEormat~on on date of arrIvaI 

for lndlvlduals. On1y the manuscr1pt censuses through the year 

1910 are avallable to the public. Im'migratlon ta Augusta 

CQn'til,ued i:nto the 1930's, but there 15 no way to have an 

accurate çou~t of ~ts extent after 1910. "Ward 3" and "Ward 4 ~ 

refer to sect~ons of Augusta designated as such by the federal 

cen5~S aamlnlBtratlon . 

.. 
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Chapter IV The French-Canadlan Community ln Augusta, 1880-1920 

Augusta'5 French-Canadl.an communi ty was segregated . 
geographlca Il y, llngul.st1ca 11y, and economlca Il y f rom the rest 

of the CIty for over 50 years. alder French-CanadIan lmmIgrants 

often tell of poverty and sutfer1ng they experIenced: the hard 

work, 111 health ... and espec1811y, dlscr1mlnat~on and confl.lct 
\ 

wIth Yankees. As a nun and teacher of Frencb-Cônadl.an or1g1n 

put H: "They've always been ln the background; not necessar11y 

belng prout'l of who they are" (N.B., lnterview, Augusta, January 

7, 1985). 

In thlS chapter we will focus on the SOC16 land economlC 

character lSt1CS of Augusta '5 French-Canadlan corrunun~ ty WhlCh 

ldentlfled Its members as a dlstlnct ethn1e group and soclal 

ciass. Slze of the Fr~nch-Canadlan populat1on, farolly BIze and 

compOSItIOn, occupatlonal level and educatIon w111 be dlscussed 

ta provide background matena l for ah examInatl.On of the 

malntenaQce of thl.s distl.nct group idel'ltlty. 

The Size of Augusta'8 'French-Canadian Population 
~ 

The French-spealung popu lation of Augusta was al""ays 5mB Il 

by comparison to that of other Maine manufacturl.ng centers, 

notab1y Blddeford, SacQ, BrunswIck, Lewiston and Waterv111e. 

ThIS helps explôln the lack of attentlon pald ta Augusta 's 

French-Canadian l.rtUnlgrants llÎ prlvate censuses, 1 n the Franco-

Amerlcan press, and ln scholar1y works. To 1.11ustrate,' the 

French-Canadl.an populatIon of Lewiston ln 1908 was Il,180, or 

43 per cent of the tota l, accordlng ta the Laplante census L 

44 



\. 

'-Nlce'to, 1971).' In Watervll1e, 5,862 French cathollcS 

accounted for 51 per cent of the Clty population, by the same 

survey. ln Augusta by 1908, there were an estimated 2,487 

French-speaklng CathollcS out of a total of sorne 13,000 

resldents. 'i'hi s pattern of growth 15 consistent Wl Lh Our 

f indwg that the largest number of Imm1grants from Qufhec ta 

Augusta came between 1890 and 1899. Indeed, of the sample of 

French Canad)..ans arrlvlng between 1840 and 1909 dlscussed ln 

Chapter 3, t .... o thlrds came to,.Augusta durlng the last two 

decade s of that ~er lod. 

Populatl0n flgures are summaflzed HI Table:; 6 and 7. 

French populatIon tlcfures generally correspond to the number of 

St. Augustlne parlsh members. Rellable f 19ures are not easy to 

f f 
/ . 

lnd, because 0 Dl.aS and .l.naccuracy ln record-keeplng, 1055 of 

records and the frequency with WhlCh French Canadians moved. 

Flnally, many French Canadl.ans had Imml.grated lilegally and 

could therefore be expected ta try to conceal InformatIon from 

"the authorities".l 

Social and Bconomie Lj.fe of French Canadians in Augusta 

Residence 

By 1900, the great ma jOrl ty of Augusta's French-Canadlôn 

~mmlgrants Ilved ln an area of the C.lty known as Sand HIll, or 

"La Côte". Sand Hlll remalns a well-deflned trtangular sectlon 

enclo'sed by the Edwards IUlll and the Kennebec RIver, on the East 

sld~, Laurel Street ta the South J State Street and Bond Brook to 

the West, and the Augusta CIty l.lne to the North (Flg_ 5). 

Llke other "Llttle Canadas" and -Frenchvllles" throughout New 
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Table 6 population Tota la for the State of Maine and Augusta 

Year Maine Augusta Net Increase 
Augusta 
Population 

1850 583,169 7,225 
1860 628,279 7,609 + 384 
1870 626,915 7,808 + 199 
1880 648,936 8,666 + 858 
1890 666,086 JO, 527 + 1 ,861 
1900 694,466 Il,683 + 1, 156 
1910 742,371 13,211 +1,528 
1920 768,014 14,114 + 903 
1930 797,423 17,198 + 3,084 
1940 847,226 19,360 + 2,162 
1950 913,774 20,913 +1,553 
1960 969,265 21,680 + 767 
1970 992,048 2 l ,945 + 265 
1980 1,123,560 21,819 126 

Source 

Malne Reglster, Portland, ME: Tower Pub11shlng, 1982. 
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Table 7 French-Canadlan PopulatIon of Augusia 

'Ieer l'ranch Augusta , Prencb Source 
vopulaUon population 

(pel;8ons) 

1870 12 f AlII1 li es 7,908 0.9' 
1880 53 famj lie. Il,666 3.S' 
1886 125 fam111.e. 
188. 1.200 persona 11,000 11\ 
1889 1,250 10,000 12. S, 
1890 2, SOO 10,527 24\ 
1897 2,050 • 
1900 2,954 Il,683 25\ 
1900 1,900 11,683 16' 
1908 2,487 13,089 191 
1910 13,211 
1916 553 fami 1 ies 13,700 23\ 
1970 6,419 persons 21,945 29\ 
1980 4,600 persans 21,819 21\ 

SourcelJ 

a. Hanullcript Cenausee, 1870 and 1880, (Violette, 1976:20). 

b. Fa the r LaCroix Cenaus (ltennel?!!!c Journtll, 194 7) . 

c. Documenta d.,posited in cornerstone ot new church on A~uat 
28, 1688 ICited irl Violette, 1(76195) (St. Augustine putah 
membera) • 

d. ~ H\fas'qer, August 22, 1889 ISt. Auquetil'le parish mell\berr.). 

e. HaIllOn. 18911399 (St. Augultine patish membera). 

f. 1897 Cen.ua by ~ HU81\9er, Feb'ruary 19, 1897. 

g. ~thor'. Itudy of fnanl.lecript c~msus, City of Auguste, 19001 
(petlQns barn in Prench Canada or botn in HAine of tWQ French­
CanadiAn pacènta). 

h. Vicero. 19681294. 

1. Laplant.e Cens\lll (Vicero, 19711 Allen, 1972) l'rench~.pe.altln9 
Cathol LCII) • 

j. Violette, 1972. 

1$;. U.S. censua, 1970 (Apen, 1974147) (Prench Ùlother tongue 
population' . 
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FIg. 5 Part of Present-day Mat> of the ci ty of Augusta 
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Source . 
Augusta Pla nning COlTllT\l SSlon, 1959. 
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England, Sand Hill was a poor, densely populated, and somewhat 

isolated area, where French was spoken almost excluslvely. 

The sectlon now called Sand Hill was a mill-workers' 
c 

neighborhood before it began to be occupied overwhelmingly by 

French-Canadian immlgrants, around the turn of the century. In 

1880, this area was inhabited, in roughly equal numbers, cy 

French Canadians, native Arnericans, English Canadians, IrIsh, 

Englisl) and ScottIsh. The traIt common to almost aIl adult 

residents of Ward 3 was thelr occupa tion: "cotton mlll worker" 

(Manuscript Census, 1880).2 The change ln the composltl.On of 

Sand Hill by natl.onal group parallels the change which took 

place between 1880 and 1900 l.n the proportIon ot French 

Canadl.ans tCl Engl1sh-speaklng workers employed ln the Edwards 

mlll {See Table 3 and Table 4). ... 

When Fr-ench Canadians began arr i ving in Augusta, they 

naturally settled on Sand Hill, for several reasons. Fl.rst, the 

area is adjacent to the cotton mill: "The Hill, Sand Hlll, whât 

they ca Il Sand Hill, wa s -- the mi Il was their bread and 

butter ... Most of them, whel'l they first came in from Çanada, 

that's wher~ they worked" (Sic.)(D.C., Int.erview, Augusta, 

OctQber 5, 1984). Secondly, it was cornmon for immigrants to 

stay with relatlves who were already living on Sa!1d Hill. 

Thud ly, for many French Cal"ladians, housing in Augusta had 

al ready been arranged by mill agents befort;' the l mmigrants 

arrived. Upon .urival, French Canadi 4 ns we,re lodged in elther 

company-owned bQarding- or tenement houses ("mi 11 blocks"), or 
, 

ln ?r 1 vate boarding-houses. 3 The Edwards Manufactunng Company 
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owned extensive land and residentia1 hui Idlngs on Bond and 

Kendall Streets, and other streets adJacent to the mi Il and 

wlthln the Sand Hlll area (Real. . .Es~te ~, 1921:104-106). 

Manuscript cens uses , avail abl e up t 0 1910, gi ve lnformatlon .. 
on names of {:lersons, size and composition of ho~seho~ds, number 

anri ages of chi Idren, occupations, schoo l attendarnce, and ~n 

some cases, li teracy and abi li ty to speak Engl isp. By. ioci udlng 

such material here, we can quick1y gain a gen.~ral underst~nding 

of sorne aspects of life for a small but falrly representat~ve 
C 

sample. Excerpts from those censuses, showir,g households as 

they were recorded, appear in Table 8 and Table 9. 

Occupations, Wages and Hours 

It has ta be remembered, that the French man al most 
InvéHlably arrives here poOl"", often penniless; he cornes 
from a farm, knows nothing of any other emp10yment and 
speaks no language save the bar.barous Canadian French; he 
must have worle at once, and is usually glad at first to 
take any wages offered hlm ... (MacDonald, 1896:286). 

Census information given in Tables 8, 9, and 10 shows 

the predominance of the cotton mill ln the lives of Augusta's 

French-Canadian immigrants. Whole fami lies were often employed 

in one rcom or department of the ,Edwards mil1. 4 Opportunities 

for employment at "le moulin de coton" wer:e what drew French 

Canadians ta Augusta and other towns. The second-most common 

occupa t ion of French-Canadian men in New Eng land was "<:jeneral 

labor", accordlng ta Vicero (1968:298; Table 10), 

Earnings of French-Canadian male .heads of households 

employed as "1 aborers" are dit f icul t ta determihe. FDr m 111-

workers, on the other hand, it ~s clear that they received lower 

wag€s than did workers ln /nost other ~nduBtries. For an average 
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Tab le 8 Two French-Canadian Households, Augusta, 1880 

Bond Street 

Name Age Rel 'Sh1P B1 rth Pl ace OCcupatIon 

Pallard, LeVi 52 head Canada laborer 
-------Flemie 50 wife Canada keepl.ng house 
-------Joseph 20 soT) Canada works ln cotton mill 
-------Edward' 18 son Canada works in cotton mlll 
---------Mark 17 son canada works in cotton mill 
- --,---Auguste 15 son Canada works in cotton mill 
---:..-----Veni 14 son Canada works ln cotton mlll 
-------Albert 4 son Canada 
---------Mary 22 daughter Canada works in cotton mill 
--------Adela 19 daughter Canada works in cotton mlll 
------Malvina Il daughter Canada works ln cotton lJul! 
-----.-- -Me Il(? ) 9 daughter Canada works in cot ton mlll 
.:... ------- Lucy (? ) 7 daughter Canada 

• * * • 

Water Street 

Phi lipe, Louis 45 head Canada 1aborer 
--------Mary 42 wife Canada keeping house 
-----Wi Il iam 20 80n Canada works in cotton mill 
-------LOU~B 19 son Canada worka in cotton mIl 1 
------Clara(? ) 18 daughter Canada works in cotton mill 
------Le1tIeyl? ) 17 daughter canada works in cotton mit1 
------ ... Sarah 16 daughter Canada works in cotton mili 
------Manet(? ) 15 àauqhter Canada warka in cotton milI 
-------Celia 14 daughter Canada works 10 cotton mlll 
-------Agnes 4 daughter Canada 
--------Tina 2 daughter Maine 
- -- ---- -Mary 2mo. dau9hter Maine 
Laropler 1 Lucy 26 border Canada works in cotton mill 
Lampier, Peter 16 border Canada works 1n cotton mill 

#< 

Source 
Manuscript cens us for the Clty of Augusta, Ward 4, 1880 
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"OccupatIons (Jf the Mille Labur ForcE? of French­
Canad1an Stock ln New England, 1900a ... (Vlcero, 
1968:298) 

\ 

Occupat1on 

gr lcul ture 
Mining 
Forest workers 
Manufacturing 

Texti le 1ndustry (a Il branches) 
Leather and leather goods 
f>ulp and paper 
Saw and planlng mills 
Furniture makers 
Brlck and tl1e makers 
Machin1sts 
Iron and steel workers 
Gold and sliver workers 
TODI and cutiery workers 
Other m~ufacturlng 

Genera 1 I ab6r 
Teamsters 
Ral1road and street rallway workers 
Englneers and flremell (excl. t;311road) 
Domestic and person'al serV1ce 
Build1ng trades c 

Blacksmlths d 
Other trades 
WhIte collar workerse 
Professional personnel 
Other oocupations 

Number 

11,746 
1,578 
1,801 

42,087 
8,984 
1,753 
1,620 

669 
1,943 
3,156 
2,736 
l, l 09 

640 
10,395 
20,902 
5,154 
3,335 
l , 351 
5,355 

13,823 
2,141 
2,471 
9,732 
1,455 
2,950 

Per ccnt 

7.4 
1.0 
1.1 

26.5 
5. 7 
1.1 
1.0 
0.4 
1.2 
2.0 
1.7 
O. 7 
0.4 
6.5 

13.2 
3.2 
2. 1 
0.9 
3.4 
8. 7 
1.3 
1.6 
6. l 
O.~ 
1.9 

ALL Occupations 158,886 100.0 

a. Compired and calculated from: U.S., Bureau of the Census, 
Speclal Reports, .OcCupâS10ns at the Twelfth Census, 1990, pp. 
220-423. French-Canadian stock includes those with both 
parents born in Canada 6r one parent bern ir: Canada and one ln 
the U.S. 

h. Includes ]anitors, launderers, servants, waiters, watchmen, 
pollcèmen, firemen, bartenders and barbers. 

c. Includes carpenters~ jOl.ners, palnters, glazlers;_ 
varnl.sh~rs, masons and pl umbers. 

d. Includes bakers, butchers, tallors, prlnters, pressmen and 
lithographers. • 

e. rncludes bookkeepers, accountants; clerks, copylsts, 
merchants, dealers, agents, salesmen, manufacturers and 
offlclals. 
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of 60 hours' work, week1y wages were S 10.52 for ISk1l1ed workers 

and $5.23 for unskilled; $8.79 for .men and for women, $6.90. 

The highest wages earned in 1887 were in confectionary, wire and 

granite industries. Weekly earn~ngs ~n the gra~ite industry, 

for example, were $16.52 for skilled workers, $9.50 for 

unski11ed. Only b1eacheries and leather businesses paid lower 

week1y wages than cotton textlles ln Malne ~n 1887 (Annual 

Report, 1887:122-125). In 1892, cotton ml1l wages varied from 

over $2.00 per day for mule splnner:s to $0.40 or $0.50 per day 

for rlng spinners, spoolers, doffers and sweepers (Annual 

.!!,eport, 1892:20-27). 

W~thln the text~le lndustry, earnlngs varled among 
.) 

different lmmigrant groups. French-Canadlan mlil-workers in New 

England earned less than Scottish, English and Irish lmmlgrants, 

accordlng to ~n lnvestigation carrled out by the U.S. 
" 

!mmigratLOn Commission III 1908. Average weekly ~arnln9s of 

French-Canadians -were S10.09 for men ~nd $8.23 fOor III/omen, 

compared to $12.75 and $8.66 for Scottish men and women, 

respectively. Ramirez speculates that ea~ning levels 

corresp~nded to year of arrivaI and experience in textile work. 

"New" immlgrants: Portuguese, Polish and Greek cotton mil1 

employees, earned less on average than French Canadians 

( Ra mire z, 1 9 8 3 :l 3 7 - 8 ) • 

By 1916, mill employees in Augusta worked a 54-hour week-':" 
A ~ 

lO hours a day and 1/2 day on Saturday for $ 5. 00 to $ 7.00 a week 

pald fortnight 1 y (D. C., lnterview, 1984). These conditions 

seem to have prevalled until 1928 (Early, 1973). Workers were 
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cë'lled to the ml.ll e&Cn morning by a bell. One had ta work 

fast, because wages were based on, a piece rate. 5 The machines 

were noisy and shook violent ly, and mo~t of the work was 

repeti ti ve. The aiJ:" in the mi 11 was fi lled wi th cotton dust: 
, 

Au moulin de coton, c'était pas facile ... Puis, dans la 
card room, il Y avait 1 a waste 11, ta mousse, qu'on 
respirait, et puis, c'était pas si bon pour la santé. 
(Si .) (Interview, A. G., Octobet 9, 1984). 

Children in the Mi..ll 

As shown in the manuscript cen"sus material above, large 
1 

fami lies were not uncommon in tenement houses of Sand Hi 11 

around the turn 01' the century. Three facto!"s WhlCh had 

eXl.sted in Qufuec probably continued te;> enco}lrage a high bl.rth 

rate: l,.) .the Catholic Church promoteQ large faml.lieSi 2) the 

lnfant morta1,ity rate c6htinued to be high in immigrant 

communlties (Manuscrlpt Census, 1900); aod 3) econoàlic reasons: 

chi Idren, through their labor and/or earnings 'f rom other work, 

contr ibuted tQ househol d incarne. 

In 1880, the average nurnber of hands employed in Maine 

cotton mills was 11,864, of WhlCh 12 per cent were childftm 

-
under 16. In that year, women and children together made up 

roughly 62!er :ent<>f the total number employed in cotton and 

woolen mills combined (Annual Report, l893:173). In the 
-', 

1880 ~s, labor reformers, anxious to stren'gthen exi~ting chi ld 
'"'-

labor laws, accus~d French-Canadian parents of being "chi Id 

speculatQrs", who abused their children and refused ta work: 

• 

H.ere in Aùgu8ta can bE' found family after family of 
Canadian-French, where neither f ather nor mother make any 
pr~tens~ of labor beyond that of getting meals .••• As 800n' 
as the oldest i::; large enough it is put at work in the 
mi 11 ••. The entire wages earned by their chi ldren i8 
absorbed by thE> lazy' lou'ts who have brought them into 
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exlstence •... These children have no chance for. 
school.ing •... A law which will prevent them from working at 
a11 ln th-e mills until fifteen or sixteen years of age, 
W 111. do more to keep a very undes i rabl e c 101\8S of people 
from our manufacturing towns than any other one 
thing ... (Daily Eastern Argus, February 5, 1885). 

'")1 • , 

French-Canadian chi Idren under 16 years of age did work ~n New 

Eng1and text~ le mi Ils, and contributed up to 1/3 of household 

incorne, according to the u.s. Immigration Commiss~on survey of 

190~ (Ramirez, 1983:139). Yet, as Ram1rez points out, in -

English and Irish households, 

the contribution of chi1dren was even greater' than that of 
the French Canadians. This seems to indicate that the 
factors making possible the pursuit of a "family wage­
were related primarily ta the characte"r of the cotton 
industry and to the peculiar labor market conditions lt 
created in the communi ties in which the inpustry was 
implanted (Ramirez, 1983:140). 

~ ..... , 

Education 

School attendance was not encouraged by French-Canadian 

parents, éither in QUÉbec or ln immigrant communities in New 

Eng1and. In QUÉbec, popular education 'was neglected; lf a child 

didn't particularly like school, he wasn't' forced to attend.6 

~ 

In New England cOl'QiJluni~ies........children of la or 12 colP1d already 

be _ productive membe~ of the househol~ by working at the myl. 7 

It shou Id be remembered that French-Canadian adu1 ts in AugJsta 
o 

a round the turn of the cent ury had had lit tl ~ or nc forma l 
<il 

education. Many over age 40 cou Id not read qr wri te, and only a 
~ 

few ch11dren and àdults coul~ spea!c Englisrr (Manuscript c"ensus, 

190e, l~lO, e.g;, Table 9). 

There was little ~nforcement of school laws in New England 

before World War 1. . Parents ~nd manu facturer s refus~d to 

cooperate, 'and p~btic school authq.rit,ies did not want Frencl1-
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speaklng ch~ldren of the worklng class ln their schoolrooms 

(Ens~gn, 1921; c~ted ln podea, 1950:372l. Educatlon in 

Augusta's FrenQh-C~ad~an communlty at the turn of the century 

/ 
was admlnlstered by the Cathollc Churc~ loçal and state 

government did hot lnterfere. In 1887, B1shop ~eqly of 

Portland anÇ Augusta's Irlsh Catho1~c pastor had organized the 

St. August~ne parlsh for French-speaklng CathollcS. The church 

bUlldlng, comp1eted ln 1889, was deslgned wlth classroo:ns and, 

ln l 8 92, th Tee Urs u lin e Sis ter 5 of ·W a ter v ~ l le, Ma 10 e and T r 0 ~ s-

Rlvlères opened the school for 162 puplls (DesjardlnS,. 1961). 

ID 1904, nîne teachers from the French-Canadl~n arder of 

the Present8t~on of Màry replaced the Ursullne teachers. 

En"ro11ment for the five classes was 283 (Les Annales, Vol. l, 

1904-1922). School records show thàt 51pterS w~re ass~gned as 

French or Eng1 ~$h teachers ,beglnn iog tba t year (N.B., 

::orrespondence, 1985). However, relauve1y lltt}e class-tlme ,. 

was devoted to English; aIl instructiùn waQ ln French (N.D., 

intervleW,. Augusta, Jan, 10, 1985). By 1907, enrollments had 

grown, and sixth and seventh grades had been added (Vlolette, 
J 

'1976: 122). 

In Just il ve years, the number of pupiJl s enToll ed a t st. 

Augustine Scho~l doub1ed, ta a total ln 1909 of 564 puplls 1n 

seven grades. ThlS group represented approxlmately 22 per cent 

of the entire French-Catholic population of Augusta, accord1ng 

to the Lap1ante census (Vlcero, 1971). The signlflcant 

Increase 1n the number of puplls he 1n,g presented for senool 

hetllleen ,1904 and 1909 can be explained, ).n patt, by populatl.on 
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gro .... th amc..ng French Canadlans on Sand Hlll. In addl tlon, the 

St. Augustlnè School program .... as expanded, wlth more classes 

and teachers. Flnal1y, durlng the early 1900'5, there .... as a 

sharp decreaS"'e ln the number of ch11dren .... orklng at the Ed .... ards 

Manufactunng Co. ln Augusta (Annual Report, 1910:465). 

The decrease ln the number of Chlld laborers ln the mlll 15 

no doubt relatecl ln part to the arrlval of Greek, ltallan and 

TUfKlSh .... orkers ln large groups, especlally ln the years 1905, 

1907 and 1909 (Manuscnpt Census, 1910). Secondly, chlld labor 

1a .... 5 had become Increaslngly stnct ">!r.ce the lmpiementation of 

the [lrst restrIctIon ln 1847. The Knlghts of Labor and 

legislators from Malne's textIle centers, especlally Blddeford, 

led the flght for reform ln hours of labor dnd ln chlld larJur 

(Scontras, 1966:48-~a). By 1910, aIl children between the ages 

of 12 and 16 .... lshlng to .... ork had to flle proof of age and sçhool 

attEi'ndance wlth the manufacturer, .... ho then' lssued a certlflcate 

prlor ta employment. Milis .... ere Inspected by the Malne Bureau 

of Labor, and manufacturers found ln vlolatlon were flned / 

(Annual Report, 1910:466). In SPlt~ of striC'ter meiisures ta 

prevent lt, however, chlldren contlnued to work at the Augusta 

mlll lllegally, by hldlng .... hen Inspectors came or by lying about 

thelr ages, untll the 1930'5. 8 

In the early years of St. AugustIne School, a very 5ma Il 

p'ercentage of puplls actual1y completed aIL elght grqdes. In 

1913. when total enrollroent was 585. only èlght pupds graduated 

from elghth grade--all girls (VlOlette, 1976:129). Those who 

.... lshed to contlnue their studles~left Augusta to attend French 
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collèges 10 Northern Maln~ (Van Buren College) or ln Canada 

As late as 1930, the number of graduates at St. 

Augustlne was only 30 out of 727 students enrolled (N.B., 

corre-spondence, 1985). Students left school tYPlca11y after 

fifth or slxth grade, because of lack of lnterest, lack of 

encouragement from parents and/or pressure by parents to work at 

Prench-C8nadian Identlty 

Sand !-illl ..... as a French-t:anadlan parlsh, transplanted from 

\.lu(,bec, ..... lth lts parlsh prIest r~taln.lng admlnlstratlve control 

(Hughes, 1943:9-11). Llke ItS counterpart~ ln other Ne ..... 

England manu.facturlng towns, Sand Hlll had Its separate Fn'nch 

Catnollc Church, schools, 'soclal clubs and homes for the needj; 

(Podea, 1950:380). --, Professor MacDon~ld descrlbed the 

spparateness of Maine's French Canadlans: 

They have the clan01ShAeBS of strangers ln a strange 
land, for the most part llve by themsel\'es ln a dlstlnct 
sectlon of the town or clty, and prefer thelr own stores, 
thelr own mechanics, and thelr _ own physlC.lans •... 
Intermarrlage ls ... lnfrequent..,.In general, the French 
keep to themselves, aSSoClate' lltt1e wlth peo~le not of 
thelr own race, and ... seem càr;tent to be thought a 
d1stInct class ln tHe communlty (MacDonald, 1896:286). 

~ 

SeSldes bJlng considered strangers, F~ench Canadlans were 

also members of a distinct social class, ldenUfled by certaln 

actlons or traIts, As far as Amerlcans were concerned, French 

Canadlans aIl Ilved ln tenement houses on Sand Hlll, had large 

familles, were Catholic, $poke French or broken EnglJ.sh wlth a 

hed~y accent, dldn't go ta schoQl, worked ln the cotton mlll, 

and tended ta keep to themselves. French Canadians were 

regarded at f lrst as "1ndustrial lPo'v'aders", who~ only 
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contrlbution to Amerlcan SOcIety was their 1abor. Carroll 

Wriqht wrote ln 1881, "[They have) one qood traIt. They are 

Indefatlgable workers, and dOclle ..... <Wright, Annual Report, 

~assachusetts Bureau of StatIst-\,.cS of Labor, 1881). 

How dld French Canadians ln Augusta Vlew themselves? What 

were their attItudes towards the UnIted States? Many 
~ 

ImmIgrants ln fact belleved at f1rst that their stay in Augusta 

was temporary. Some wanted to earn money to buy farmland ln 

QuÉbec. 
/ 

Others may have had trouble ad]Ustlng to cIty Ilfe, or 

perhaps they mlssed their relatlves and friends ln Québec. 

On s'ennuyaIt [à Augusta]. Oh, OUI, ça s'ennuyait. On 
voulait pas mourIr à Augusta. On voulaIt ~s y être 
e n ter rés, laI sc s e r nos 0 s l à (s l C • ) ( A., G., l nt e r v l e w , 
Augusta, October 9, 1984). 

There waS sorne fear and resentment on the part of French 

Canadlans towards Ametlcans ln Augusta, an~ there 16 eVldence of 

conf11ct. Apparently -ev~ in the 1930'5 French-Canadlan men 
\ ' 

were'sub]ect to name-calilng and fist fights If they ste~ped 

acro5S the Bond Street bridge onto Water Street ln downtown 

Augusta (A...V. and P.R., InterVIews; Vlolette, 197,6). HoweVer 1 

there is one 82-year-old immIgrant whu was not unhappy ln 

Augusta, because, ·OÙ's'qu'll y a de l'ouvrage. c"est bien, 

nlmpdrte quelle place· (slc.)(Intervl.ew. Au. B" Augusta, 

October 24. 1984). 

Educatlon beyond the elghtn grade and00Wledge of EnglI5h 

were not goals held by the ma]Orlty of Fren h Canad1Rns before 

the 1930~. Most ch11dren born between 18 0 and 1910 expected 

to work at the cotton mlll or in a shoe factory, marry a French 

Canadlan and llve on Sand Hwl untll they died (P. R., 
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interv~ew). Many people did l~ve out the~r lives ln French-

language, working-class isolation. To thlS day, there are 70-

and 80-year-old men and women in Augusta who almost never speak 

English and only know a few English phrases: 

A l'époque il y avait très peu d'Anglais. C'était du 
français partout, au moulin de coton-- et pUIS, c'était 
ben diffic~le d'apprendre l'anglaIs. Alors, mon anglals a 
resté toujours très pauvre ...• Aujourd 'hui ça me fait ben 
de la pe~ne de pas parler mieux l'anglais. On ne savait 
pàs gue l'anglais prendrait ~ dessus ... (Sic.)(A. G., 
Interview, Au..gusta, October 9, 1984; emphasis added) . 

.. 

Notes 

1. A.G. recalled that sorne French Canadiens, ln order to 
,;-

avold paylng the $B.OO "head tax" required for an entry VIsa, 

walked across the border secretly through the woods. Others, 

tra~ellng by traIn or car, hid their chlldren for the same 

reason (InterVIew, Augusta, October 9, 1984). 

2. This lS confirmed by P.R., a Franco-Arnerlcan Informant 

who independently reportedt 

( 

met: 

Betore the mill statted bringing French Canadians, there 
were aIl kinds of churches, different kinds of 
people.~When they started bringing the French Canadians, 
the Hill was close ta the mill. The mill built these 
houses, charged them very little rent. They flooded the 
Hi Il w i t\-J Franco-Americans (Sic.)( Interview, Augusta, 
Oc t 0 be r 1 7, 1 9 8 4 ) . 

3. L. C., barn in Augusta in 1904, tells how'hlS parents 

My father came heré SIngle, and ml' mother came here 
single. But they heard,- through ..• that man--the cotton 
mill hlred a man, a fella that could talk bath languages. 
He -cl go toC a nad a, and he' d trI' top i c k u P som a n y pa 0 pIe, 
to come and llve, and they'd have their rent paid already. 
Suppoeln' there was l~ rents emptI'. They hired·that man 
and they'd say, 'Go, glve us 15 famllies.' They wanted 
fam il les because the kids, they aIl worked in the ml.ll. ... 
My father heard about It and ml' mother heard about it from 
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different people, and they both wanted.to come. They 
arrived by train, and everythlng ~as ready at the board~ng 
house on Sta te Street. That '8 where they met (Sic.) 
(Interview, Augusta, September 26, 1984). 

A.G., who arrived ln Augusta in 1921, recalled: 

On est resté en pension pour quelques semaines 
seulement. Puis on a trouvé une place pas loin qu'il 
pouvait nous garder. On pouvait faire notre manger nous­
mêmes •.. de tout, là-bas à notre goût. 'Et puis, on paya1t 
une piastre et Vingt-cinq par'" semaine •..• C'Ét.ait dans la 
Mill Street. C'était du bon ~nde .•. tout les quatre: mon 
frèrè pU1S sa femme, pui 5 moé., puis mon mar i. On se 

~ faisait manger sur la poêle. C'était de la premlère 
classe, à cause que ça ne coûtalt pas trop cher (Si~.) 
(A.G., Interview, Augusta, October 9, 1984). 

4 • 
... They'd hlre sorne of these canadian families and put 
them together in one department [e.g., weaving, cardlng 
room). Sometimes it was to the1r dlsadvanta~e, though, 
'cause they'd COme out sick and the~'d have to close the 
~hole department. WeIl, my grandmother had Il klds, and l 
think there was 5 of them working in the Barne department. 
They'd come out with mumps and had to staY home ... • (Sl.c.) 
(P.R., Interview, Augusta, October 17, 1984). 

5. L.C." age 81, a life-long resident of Sand Hall, 

~escribed work1ng conditlons for hie mother, a weaver at 

Edwards mill since she arrlved ln Augusta, at age 15, around 

1884 : 

She worked ln the mill, l should say, almost 3S years .... 
We wa~ aIl ver.y young, seven in the family •.. My mother 
used to go to work in the cotton mill at fi o'clock .... You 
had to be on the job at 6 o'.clock when the bell ran,g. One 
hour at noon-time ..•. [D) uring the one hour she uséd ta 
work fixing her loom. The thread would break. But .lf the 
machlne was working and lt was Il o'clock and there were 
two or three threads broken, sh~ ~ouldn't bother flxing 
lt. Every time the machine run, you'd make more money. 
Une côte was 2fi, yards. They'd get so much a yard. They 
had to push like thunder. Saturday they had ta work 'til 
10:30; 54 hoursl (Sic.) (Interview, Augusta, September 
26, l 9.84 ) . " 

r 
In August IB87, weavers at Edwards Manufacturing Company were 

paid ·$O.18~ cut-; 200 weavers went on strlke that montp to 
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demand SeO.lO a cut (Kennebec Journal, August 16, 1887). 

6. An 83-year-old reaident of Sand H111 stated: 

J'ai presque pas été à l'école, moé •.. AuJourd'hui c'est 
dl fférent. Les parents dans ce temps-là [QUê:H:~C, 1910-
1915] poussalent pas les enfants à l 'kole. Ceux qUl 
voulaient aller à l'reple c'est blen, Ceux qUl voulalent 
pas y aller-- ça forçait pas les enfants à école (SlC.) 
(R.P. Interview, Augusta, September 19, 1984). 

7. ln the s';Immer of 1921, at the age of 14, L. L. went ta 

work at the Edw-ards millln the weave foom, under the 

supervislon of his father's brother. He worked f rom 6 :30 A.M. 

ta 4:30 P.M. and 1/2 day Saturday, fOt: $7.50 per week 

(Intervlew, Augusta, October 29, 1984). A. V. , one ln a famlly 

of seven chlldren r81sed on Sand Hlll, remembers that he and 
~ 

hlS slbl1ngs wou1d wor;;: and put thClr wages on a plate ln the 

center of the kltchen table. Then their parents would ylVP 

them an allowance (Interview, Augusta, October 17/ 1984). 

B. A 74-year-old man ln Augusta stated that ln 1926, when 

he w as l 5 , h l S f a m il y w a s de !il pe rat e: "J ' SUl 5 aIl é t r a va 11 1 e r au 

moulln de coton. J'al trIché; J'ai mIS 1910 pOUl dlre que 

J'avalS 16 ans. Tout le mond~ crevait de faim; 11 fallaIt 
) 

faIre quelque chose." (SIC.) (A.B. Intervle ... , Augusta, 

September 13,1984). 
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Chapter V The Malntenance of French-Canadlan Identlty 

[French-Canadlan mill-wùrkers] Ilved rlght there. They 
had thelr own church and organlzatlons. For years they 
weren't part of the Augusta communitYi they were sort of-­
off (M.K., lnterv1E~w, Augusta, Octpber 23, 1984). 

In Chapter IV, components of French-Canadian identlty were 

examined. Augusta's French-Canadlan communlty was ldentlfled 

as a population of forelgn, transient wage-laborers who spoke 

Iittle English and seemed dlSlncllned to become part of 

American Socl~ty. French Canadlans saw t~em8elves as dlf!~rpnt 

from Amerlcans because of thelr language, thelr resldence on 

San~ HIll, and thelr strQng aâherence to Cathollclsm. 

Unllk~ other Immigrant groups ln AmerIca, FrPftCh Canadlanp 

wpre not Integrated lnto the larger SOcIety by the tlme t~at 

the third generation had appeared. Cordon's model (1964) of 

graduaI and InevItable cultural and SOClo-economlC aSSImIlatIon 

does not fIt French-Canadlan communitl~S ln New England 

(Pélrker,1979). French-Canadlan nelghborhoods can stIll be 

Identified ln many Cities, and French 18 still spoken ln the 

streets of those neighborhoods. Second-generation Canadlan 

French_were not as highly concentrated ln the textile lndustry 

as their ~arents (Rnmlrez, 1983:141-2). And yet, ln 1890 ln 

the U.S., French Canad1ans a~ a natlonal yroup had the second 

hlghest Index of occupatlonal concentration bet~een forelgn-

born men and women and their ch11dren (Hutchinson, 1956:152-3). 

Moreover, the' r3te of socio-economlc moblilty for French 

Canadlans (improvement i~ education, wBges and occupatlonal 

status) was slower than the rate observed for Irlsh, Itallan 

and POllSh ImmIgrants (~OLl\fIer, 1964). For example, whl1e 
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second-generatlon Poles and Itallans had four and flve more 

years of schoollng than thelr parents, second-generatlon French 

Canadlans had only 7/10 of a year more schoollnq than thelr 

• foreign-barn parents (Ibid. :375). 

How can we account for French-Canadian reslstance to 

aSSimilation and delayed SOClo-economlC mobillty given the 

reasonable expectatlon that Imnllgrants to the United States 

would, over tlme, b~~ln to sreak Engllsh and occupy educatlonal 

and e.c.onomlC .positlons ~quI'Jalent to those of aIl Amen.cans? 

DOUVler (1964) and many other wrlters Bssert that Prench-

Canadlan re81stanc~ to assimilation was the d1rect result of 

voluntary segregation, l.e., the determlnatlon on the pàrt of 

French Canadians to preserve language, religIon and customs of 

thelr blrth. In thlS chapter we Will examine pressures from 

wlthln and outslde the French-Canadlan communlty, emanating 
~ 

/ 

from the textile mlll, the French Cathollc Church, organlzed 

labor and state government. Pressures applled by these 

institutions tended to preserve French-Canadlan ldentlty and to 

simuitaneously relnforce a 10w wage levei and social status for 

French Canadlarts. The fundamental reasons for the persistence 

of French-Canad1an communlty Identlty, as we shall see, ale not 

cultural "10 nature but economlC. 

the Téxtile Industry's Role 

It IS cl~ar that the perslstence of French-Canadlan 

minoflty enclaves W65 an advantage for textile manufacturers, 

who depended on a steady supply of cheap, "docile" Iabor. A 

labor-intenslve Industry, textIle manufacturlng ln New England 



J 

prospered from the 1840'5 to the 1920'9, except for temporary 

slumps. MIll managers actlvely recrulted French Canadlans to 

form a permanent labor supply. They preferred French Canadlans 

to other workers who may have been avallable (Vlcero, 

1968:331). "[French Canadlans] ~re a very prollflc race, and 

thelT large familles pr~vlde m~ny operatives· (Copeland, 

1912:120). French Canadlans dld not obJect to long hours, 

extreme nOISe and dust ln the mllls, or to their chlldren 

working. They were docile and lndustrious, and "looked with 

dlsfavor upon strlKes WhlCh Interrupt thelr labor and llghten 

the pay envelope" (IbId.). French Canadlans could be recrulted 

easlly and transporteà by traIn from areab Just to the North of 

textl)~ centers. Onc€ sorne wllllng laborers had been 

Installed, the process contlnued of Its o~n accold, as the 

lmmlgrants encouraged thelr frlen:zs nd relatives to come as 

well. As long as the mlll operated s cessfully, more French 

Canadlans came; when the demand f , 1 abor dropped, ?,nmch 

Canadlans could retuLn to farms ln Québec. 
, 

Hlrlng practlces at the Edwards Manufacturlng Co. in 

Augusta restrlcted French Canadlans to the lowest-paid Jobs. 

Untll the 1930's, i.e, befora the unlon, mill superlnt~ndants 

from dlfferent departments would p~ck their workers for a glven 

day from of a group of chlldren and adu1ts Ilned up at the 

entrance to the mlll (D.C., Intervlew, Augusta, October 5, 

1984). ImmIgrants who were hlfed on a long-term basls were 

operatives exclusively. They rare1y recelved trainlng for 

better-pald Jobs as loom-flxers or mUle-splnners. IrIsh, 
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English and Amerlcan workers from Augusta fliled those 

posItions; management personnel were often brought in from 

other mliis outside Maine. Before 1956, no French Canadlan was 

ever promoteà above the rank of second-hand at the Edwards 

mill, accordi':ng to a former manager (M.K., interview, Oct. 23, 

1984) (Appendix C). 

The Catholic Church 

Pollcles followed by the Frer.ch Catholic Cpurch in New 

England promoted a lleglance to Québec and helped to preserve 

the low SOClo-economlC status of ~rench Canadlans. French 

prlests came to New England full of mlssionary zeal, hoplng to 

convert Amerlc~ns, Increase thelr numbers and unlte the re910n 

wl'th Qulbec (Hamon, 1891:143). Thus French prlests, supported 

by the French-American press, defled a resolùtlon passed by the . 
u.S. Cathollc Congress in 1889 which held that "natIonal 

societIes ... hav~ no place in the Church of thlS country" 

(Wade, 1950:1Sr,). The priests who were rnpst successful ln 

establishing French parishes negotlated wlth town and textlle 

miliofficlals. Father Joseph ChevalIer, for e.xample, recelved 

flnancial support trom the City of Manchester, New Hampshire, 

for hlS pacochial schools, and the Amoskeag Company gave land 

ln the City for his church (Paradis, 1949, 'cIted ln Wade, 

1950:176). 

Such practlces allowed prlests ln New England to màIntaln 

~normous control over thelr parlshioners: 
'\-

ln aIl matters of general concern the lnfluence of the 
Church lB on the aide of law and order and publlC 
progress; ln Jabor dIsputes the priests have often been 
successful in preventing strikes and adjusting 
d.lff~rences .... That the Church maintalns sa perfect a hold 
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upon i ts members 15 no doubt due in part ta the great 
docility of the French, as also in part to their 
ignorance; ... (l}t ois to the Catholic Church, more than 
any other single agency, that are to be ascflbed the 
general good order and absence of crime (MacDonald, 
1696:286). 

Prlests ln Augusta used thelr authority to persuade 

parlshioners ta give generously of their meagre earnings~~nd 

stay away from the YMCA, publlC schools and oth~r places 

dbminated by Protestants (M.V., lnterview, Augusta, November 

25, 1983).1 Catholic priests and nuns encouraged hard work, 

obedience to authorlty, use of French language and regular 

to 

flnanClal contrlbutlons. By promoting these and' other "French 

canadian",~~ and behavlors, Cathol1c leaders reinforeed 

dlstinct ethnlc identity and helped to preserve the low SOC10-

economiC statua of French-Canadian irnmlgrants. The parlsh of 

St. Augustine dld not promote educatlon for the average 

resident of Sand Hill. It was nox~until 1907 that St. 
1 

Augustirte offered a seventh grade, and there was never any 

provlSlon made for French youth over the age of 14 or 15. 

Those who dld attend the school w~re taught exclusively ln 

French untll the 1950's. 

Church policies clearly eroded the position of French 

Canadlan workers by intervening 1n labor dlsputes. A French 

CathollC convention in Waterville, Maine, held in 1~81 

" ... condemned strl kes as detr Imenta l to publ ie interests and 

opposed to thé moral and re1ig~ous duties,of CathollC cltizens, 

advising amicable hdjustment of such difficultles· (Dally 

Eastern Argus. June 24, 1881). In 1885, Bishop Healy of 

Portland, Maine condemned the Society of the Knights of Labor 
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ahd forbaàe Catholics to jOln the labor organlz~tlon (Pastoral 

Letter, February 18, 1885: cited ln Scontras, 1966:8). In 1879 

and 1885. during strikes by textile workers in Fall River, 

Massachusetts, Frenc~ par;th priest, Pierre Bedard, lnsisted 

that Frepch Canadians no~artlclpat(e ln labor walkouts. He 

was even alleged to have brought in French-Canadian families as 

"k.nobsticks" (strike-breakers) '(Silvia, 19~3:49-50). 

French-Canadian WQrkers and Labor Unions 

Pro-management pollcle~ followed by the CatAollc clergy 

had the obvious effect of alienating French,Canadians from 

labor unionlsts. The Knlghts of Labor and other union 

organlzatlons deliberately blamed French Canadians for lowering 

wages for aIl workers apd retarding progress in labor reform. 

One staunch supporter ,of the Kl'\lghts of Labor complalned. of: 

the ruinous competition of foreign pauper labor .... ln 
Maine as weIl as in Massachusetts the cotton mills are 
swarming with cheap French-Canadian operatives, not twenty 
per cent of the work being'done by the natives (Rockland 
Opinion, October 30, 1885). 

o 

Anger, and resentment of French-Canadian workers were ~en 

Fxpressed in racial terms. French-Canadian immigrants were 

seen as a ~sordid and low" people and "rather immoral" (Wright, 

1881:470). Smallpox ep1demics were traced·to French-Canadi~n 

neighborhoods (Gulgnard, 1983:14), and immigrants were accused 

of being lazy, (Dally Eastern Argus, Feb~uary 5, 1885) a~B knot 

always faithful and reliable" (MacDonald, 1896c286): 
'. 

French Canad1ans were generally igno~ea by agents of state 

and loca l governments. Maine law requlred French-CaÎ~adlan . --.. 
children to attend school, but public schoo1s could not or 
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wonld not,accommodate cn~laren who could neither speak English 

rto,r read French '(MaCDOnald, 1896:286) ... Ïn 1886, the Augusta 

AssemblY,of the 'Knights Qt Labor passed a resolution requestlr.g 

that the scheol district enfarce ch~ld labor laws and 

~proprlate money: 
Jf 

for the est~blishment Qf a ~chool; and~the employment of a 
teacher qualif1ed to instruct the children of our French 
residents in the ruaiments of the Engllsh language ..• 
(Kenhebec Journal, Auqust 24', 1886). 

In her '1.$88' report on Maine womWln ln variou5 occupatlons, Flora 

Haines' also urged, law-makers to provi:de general educa:tion and 

Engl1sh lnstructl on to French chddren (Baines, 1889:12 9-,'3G) • 2 
, ' 

These and other appeals tell on deaf eqrs~ however,-and public 

school beachers and ad~inlstrators in Augusta continued to 

dlscr imlnate against {French-Carradiàl'l chlldren. 3 

~Alliances· Between Church and Mill 

Pressures from state and l oca l governm'ent, the texti le 

mill, Catholic .Church and labor orgB~1zations tendetl to isolate 

French Canadians and rein forte Fr'ench l'anguage and class ln 

Augusta. Another force which hel~ed to maintaln Frènch-
• • A' 

Canadian identity arase from connectLQnS oetween tWQ of these , .~ 

" . \ 

institutions: the mill and the c'huL'cn. wé ,ha\rle seen the 
, " ", ~ ,'r"'---

"pa~lfy ing" infl ue-nce that Cathf:;lqic l:H~ho'ps' and French pl' iests 

exercised by COndemRin~ "bJ1iO'ns. and ev~ri· sUp'plyj.ng scaF>s. 

Cooperation b~t~eEW industry and .. th~ cliûrc~e~" fri:' th~ pur sui t 

of: cÇ>mm~n 1nterests, ~.ii~ l'lot been I.1nusu2l1 Ül Ntlrth America, as 

the follow1rl9 exC}~ples ah,?w. In the lS3Q.ls ',: F:r,a,ncifr C. '. 
, • 1 ".' 

Lowell 's M~~r{maCk c~~;a~i<>h apprb~r~ep '$'5',',000' ,~'Ç}'r "\n'. 
, , 1 ' 

Episcopa l 'Church for the regu lai at t~nqan'~e of ha.,g ,N~w England 
~ -' 

7fl • '. . ' , ,. 
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women operatlves (Josephson, 1949:46-7), Later, ln response ta 

unrest and vandallsrn attrlbuted to Irlsh lmmlgrants ln Lowell, 

Massachusetts, the Cor~oration offered the Catho1lc B1Shop an , 

old schoo1hotlse as a temporary chape1 and a lot on WhlCh ta 

bulld thelr church. The company's flnanclal backlng was glven 
" ) 

-.A ln the hope that the dlsclpllne of t.he church would put an end 

ta the dlsorders" among the Irish (lbld.). 

Ahthropologlst Gérard Bouchard careful1y researched 

re11g1ous llfe at the turn of the century in the Saguenay 

Valley, Québec, and dlscovered "une étrolte_afllance de c1ass-es 

entre clercs et lndustrlels n (Bouchard, 1980:23). Bouchard 

found many illustratlons of thlS. class alilance, H1clud1ng the 

glf:t from a pulp and)paper manufacturer to Cathol.1c tudlst 

fathers of a plot -d land for the constructlotl of a ,church and 

rectory. In add .. t10ll., prlèstQ~ ln weekly bullétl,hS and 
,A T 

/ 

sermons, cautloned thel!;" worklng-class ~arishior'lers agalnst the 

evlls of drlnking and lazl.ness; wQrk was represented as a 

dlVlne law (lbld. :11-15). Bouchard conclud~d that the aCtlOnS 

and exhor'tatlons of Eudlst clerlcs èncouraged submlSSlon to 

,lndustrlal domulance ând contrlbuted ta the perpetuatlon of 

class structure ln Chicoutlmi. 

Aillances between corporations and rellglous leaders have 
-

~een-effective ln contro111ng" workers in mu1tl-ethnlC settlngs 

as we 1 P. Encoulagement of -etbnlC di verS1 ty as a means of 

counte~actlng 1abor solldarlty was an aspect of paterna1lstLc 

attlt~des and policles of early 20th-century lndustrlal 

entrepreneurs (Hareven, 1975:165). Hareven has documented the 
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1 nfl uence of the 9 ..Lant Arnoskeag text11e corporatlon ln 

preserv1ng nat10nal ldentit1es arnong its workers ln the early 

1900'5. Llnguistlc dlvers~ ty was toI erated ln the ArrIoskeag 

mi Il, and overseers were encouraged ta learn the language of 
l 

thelr Immed1ate subordlnates, i.e., French, P011Sh or Gle-ek. 

F1nally, the corporatlon '\allowed cel ebratlon of tradlt10nal 

ho Ildays, encouraged paracl.és ln nat1Ve costumes and endowed 

immlgraht churches" (lb.ld.: 164). 

In Augusta, examples can be found of -promotl.on of French-, 
f 

Canad1an conunun1 ty 1dent1 t y through s ~pport of the St. ..J 

Augustine Church by the Edwards lcompany • The constructlon of 

the flrst c\'urch was al ranged 1n negotiatlons between BIShop 

Healy, Father Charles jOherty , the IrIsh pastor dt Augusta 's 

St. Mary's Cathol1c C'hurch, and Edwa'rds m111 management 

(DesJard1ns, 1961). The result was that ln Octoher, 1887, the 

Treasurer of the Edwards Manufacturing Company slgned over a 

deed for two lots on the west side of Washington Street ta 

Ihshop Healy U"l1nutes, D;.rectors Meeting, October 20, 1887). 

The amount pa1d for the land was $600, 'or the value of one lot ,,' 
(DeSJardins, 1961). Augusta hlstorian Maunce Vlolette wrote, 

"Through the 1nterceSS1on of the Irish clergy, the Edwards 

Manufactur1ng Company became the 1argest contr1butor and 

furn1shed the economic basis fClr "the futu~e of St. AugustIne" 

(Violette, 1976:91). The Eèwards Manufacturing Company could 
1 

af ford to be generousi HI the previo\Js month, capi ta l stock in 

the company was 1nèreased from $750,000 to $1,200,000, foc the 

construct10n of a new mill (Mlnutes, Stockholders' Meeting, 
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September 8, l88~). In 1913, the m1l1 gave land to thf 

Cathol1.c Church for' the constructlon of a stone church, 

provlded that par lsh 100er s move a tenement bUlldi ng Vlhi ch stood 

on the site (VIolette, 1976:103-4). Plans for the church VIere 

drawn up by T. G. 0 'Connell, of Boston",; and the new church 

opened 1.n Decembet.19l6 (Des]ard1.ns, 1961). ln 1934, the 

company agaln granted land ta the BIShop of Portland: "a strllJ 

of land 50 feet VIlde and about 590 feet long ... for cemetary 

purpQses, for a cons1.deratl.on of $100 ... " (Minutes, DHectO.LS 

MeetIng, December 21, 1934). In that same year, there had been 

a senOUE strlke at the mi Il ( and the NatIonal Guard .... ere 

called 1.n ta maintain ord1!? for two weeks (R.C., IntE'rview, 

Augusta, September 19, 1984). 

BesIdes glvlng financl.al support ta the church, Edwards 

Manufact.urlng Company executives also promoted French-Canadlan 

Cathohc ldentity among theIr .... orkers. For example, -the mlll 

was often closed ta allow ernplayees to attend speclal masses, 

such as one held in 1915 on the anniversary of the death oI a 

popular prIest 1 Father Alphonse LaRivière (Vlolette f 1976: 1 03). 
'1 

Fre'nch was the langl/cage of produètion at the mlll. French-

CaJ1adlan operati ves worked under bl-lingua l aSSlstant 

overseers, and signs were posted in 'bath French and Engllsh 

(M.J(., lntervléw( Augusta, October 23, 1984). Fi,lally, the 

Edwards Manufacturing Company encouraged i ts workers to , 
cel ebrate' tradi tiana 1 French-Canadian rèl i9iolJ.S holldays. 

most Important of these .... as St. Jean Baptl.ste Day, 1.1sually 

cel ebrated with a mass. thon a parade. fOllbwed by 8ing'i~9 
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dancH,'. Photographs taken ln the early 1900 's show that the 

prov 1.ded f 1 oa ts for St. Jean Baptlste Day ~l ,egularly 

pa ades 10 Augusta (Sear1 es et al. , 1982) • In 19l1 , the nuns 

St. Augustine ChUICh were glven a tour of the Edwards 

Manufacturlng companY~LeS Annales, vol. l, 1904-1922),4 

- There seems ta bfno eVldence of dIrect support of the 

textlle industry by French Cathel ic pnests and nuns ln 

Augusta. Yet the raIe of the church ln preserving French-

Canadian ident~ty cannet be doubted. And the church was 

supported ln that effort Dy the local textlle mill. 

at 

Ul timately, the underlying cause of the continued lsolatlon and 
~ 

restncted rnobi llty of French Canadlans arose from the 

1 mmlqr.ants: textile m1l1 occupa t lons, not their nat 10na 1 or 

ethnlc background. For examp1e, french Canadlans were 

condemned aS "chlld speculators· for allowing the1-!' chlldren ta 

worK 1n factorH!s. In fact, textlle m111s affered work to 
~ 

children, thereby promot..;..ng child 1abor. Wages for adult 

f'rench-Canadian m~ ll-workers were 50 low and fam1lH:s were 
q 

typically sa large that ch11dren's lOcome was needed 1n order 

for the family ta survive. Lo w 'fi age san d no t "1 0 w m 0 raI s" w e r e 
1 ,., 

the princlpal reason for the "law standard of l.Lving" 

attnbuted to French Canadlans. 

Labor leader 5 m~de French Canad.lans scapegoa ts for the 

fallures of trade unlOnism in th~ texti le induat:y wi thout 

justi f ication. Was the appeara'nce of French Cana,dians in 

text i le ml II 5 a cause or a cons.equence of low wages in that 

indust,ry? In 1904, a f:larvard economist wrote that prohlems in 



Amer~can trade-un~on~am were caused by "ethnlc heterogenelty· 

--a h~gh "proport~on of allen blood" arnong workers ln the U. S. 

,(Rlpley,1904:299-300). French Canad~ans, he wrote, 

show little l~k~ng or aptitude for trade-un~on~sm 
organ~zation and d~sclpline. ThIS ia partly due to thelr 
10w standard of living, making them content under 
conditions which would engender a strike among other 
peoplesi but l am inchned to the belief that the maln 
reason for thelr backwardness lies ~n the transient 
character of their employment. They are birds of passage 

• to a conslderable extent (ibid.: 302) • 

Althou~h Ripley's maln argument rests on differences of 
f 

race and natIonal ori9in between worke~s, he asserts ultlmately 

that the fundamental reasons for non-partlcipatlon of Fren~h 

Canad ians in unlonS are ecoromi c. The inabi 1 ity of French 

Canad~ ans to be lnvol ved ln 1 abor ref orm IS due to the na ture 

of cotton mill"employment rather than any pecullar French-

Canadian cultural traIt. 

French~Çanadian workers remained in low-paying Jobs 

because of.their poor bargainlng poSItIon. Dependency on the 

mill for housing and Jobs, lack of education and experience 

besldes cot ton-m~ Il work, ,combi neçi wi th a poor command of 

Engl~sh restr~cted employment opportun~ties for French 
1 ,. 

Canadians. And mill work was still the most comfortable and 

secure èllternat~ve: they knew '~t: best, their friends and 

relatives worked there, it was warm inside the mill, and everyone 

spoke French (D.C., ~nterview, Augusta, October 5,1984). The 

1 ives of French Canadians in Augusta J'evol ved around the mi Il. 

They imtnigrated in order to work in the ml Il : they began ~ork 

at an early age, and did not qui t until alter 40 or 50 years of 

service. Bach day began and ended with the sound of the 
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comp~ bell. A typlcal work-week before the 1930'8 was 50 to 

60 hours. Lelsure tlmE: was spent ln church or among fam1.ly 

members. Whole famllles worked together in the mlll and Ilved 

ln houses owned by the company. Natura11y, a strong 

assoclation developed between French-Canad1.an family llfe and 

language on the one hand, and work ln the -moulln de coton", on 

the other, ThIS close assoclation of work, French language and 

relIgion helped malntain the French-Canadian c'orrununlty ln 

Augusta as a mlnority wage·labor enclave for over 50 years. 

Notes 

1. One St. Augustine prlest, who served from 1919 to 1961, 

was mentloned above for his particularly strong control over 

~he community: 

l hate to say thls, but Pather Casavant, he came ln, 1922, (~>lc) 
and he kept so-called "Sand Hill" Sand Hill. In other 
words, we weren't supposed toml.X with the Yankees. And 
hlS word was lawl That lS wl1Y the people stayed on Sand 
Hill (Slc.)(L.L., lnterview, Augusta, October 29,1984), 

2. Flora Halnes '8 report of 1888 documents ln deta11 a 

wlde fange of occupatlons 1.n which women were employed ln Malne 

ln that y~ar. Miss Haines vlsited nine cotton mills and 
~ 

dlscovered-that àut of a total of 5,521 women operatlves, 3,005 

were French Canadian. She wrote~ 
-)( 

The strong race feeling, particularly against the French 
girls, iB much ta be regretted. Hundreds ol t;hese cannot 
speak il word of English, and the American girls cannot 
speak French. 1 do not know that a 8i~le agent, overseer 
or section-hand speaks French. The French '9irl is 
"gentle" and untaught, consequently iB more eaBily 
influenoed than almost any other working-woman. 1 
consider the teaching in the public schools of thë French 
~ French-American children, the girl$ especially, of the 
very greatest importance t~ the State. l feel that 1 
cannot urge it tao strongly upon our law-makers, and 1 
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speak advised1y ... (Haines, Annual Report, 1889:129-30. 
emphasls in original). 

3. 'l'he following el1try appears ln Les Annales, the nuns 

journal, of their 14th year of service, 1917-1918, vol. 1: 

Octobre--' Deux de nos élèves de 1 -an dernl.er furent Jugœ 
capables (par le Sunntendent) d-être transfÉs"œ à la 
Haute Eco le, ·Cony High" 1 d'après 1 eur SCIence et 
ari thmétique... Ceci en fit réflkh Ir que lques-uns--­
(Sic.Hemphaf'is in origlnal). 

St. Augustine School had recelved high praise from the Mother 

House of the Congregation of the Presentation of Mary ln St. 

Hyacinthe, Québec. Hence the ironie toné. 

4. The journal entry reads: 

Avril 1911 •.•• Outre les deVOIrs ordinanes parfaitement 
accomplis, ceux de la condescendance nous proéurèrent 
,l-avantage de pénétrer pour la première f ois, au Capi toI e 
et a u Mou 1 inde coton. Notre RéJérende Mère aa l t a notre 
tête (Sic.). 
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Chapter VI The Decl ioe of French Lang!..Àdge Use and Freoch­
Canadlan Identlty 

Them days i t was ddferent. Today Sand Hi 11 15 not the 
sarne. Today aIl the kids don't speak French. All that 
language is gone. Theu parents and a Il thls, they have 
to speak Bnglish to them. (Sic.) (D.C., aged 80, 
Interview, Augusta, October S, 1984). 

01 der French-Canadldn men and women 10 Augusta remember 
il 

growin~ up on Sand Hill in a t'otally French enVlronment. They 

are sad that young people no longer speak or understand Frehch. 

Moat f ee l that the declIne in the USe of French language 1. S a 

r'e'lult of parents dellberately speiilking Engll.sh to their 

children. By informants' accounts of languilge patterns among 
. . 
thea grandchl1dren. it 18 clear that the ch~ldren of mlxed 

ttlarriages speak and understand French l eS5, on the whole, than 

t)"le c~l.ldren of their sons and daughters whose spouses are of 

French-Canadian ongin (A.G., D.C., and others; IntervIe ..... s). 

Other changes have acc9mpanl.ed the 10S5 of l-'rench language 

among young people. Social sanct ions agalnst Intermarriage are 

gone, and French Amerlcans are no longer concentrated ln the 

Sand Hlll area of Augusta. These changes, t-aken together, 

represent the break lng up of a di st inct F,rench~Canadlan 

communl ty ident Ity. It lS slgnif icant that thlS cultural 

break-down occurred concurrent l y wi th general improvement ln 

socio-econamic statua among French Amerlcans. ThIS statua 

change 18 well-documented by Madeleine Glguere, from studles of 

census f 19ures. • In 1970 ln New Engl and, the occupatlona l 

patterns of those of French mot her tangue were on1 y margi na 11 y 

different trom those of EngHah mather tangue" (Giguere, 
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1982: 74). The trad1. tiona 1 lmage of Amer icans of French-

Canadlan oogln dS wage--laborers was no longer true by 1970. 

If we assume a llhk between Ilngu~stlc and general 

cultural break-down and change .rn occupatlOnal proflles of 

French Amerlcans, we must examine the two phenomena together. 

As stated earller, thlS )<1nd of Inqulry has rarely been 

attempted ln the study of French Amer icans. One except 10n ta 

most research oh cul tur'e change ~mong French AIner l.Cans 15 a 

study of French lead mlners ln Missouri (Gold, 1979), Whlle 

French merchants ln M1SSOUrl had Decorne integrated lnto 

AJnencan lUe by the en\.! of the nineteenth century, part-time 

farmers contl.nued to d1g lead and barite frOOl 20-foot-deep pits 

ln the Ozark Mounta ins. French culture and language flour1shed 

untll the,arrival of power shovels ln the late 1930'5, 

tTh.ts marked} the end of pick and shovel mio1ng, .• (and] 
el imina ted French language as a language of work in the 
lead fie lds, Removed f rom i ts f am il y satlctum and f rom 
relation.s of work, i\nd lack1.ng el1.tf> support, the MissourI 
French Inst thelr speech community. Those who cont1.nued 
to speé"Ï< French have become lsolat6!d and all.énated, li n'ot 
deeply ashamed to use their language (Gold, 1979:339), 

As ln the Mlssouri case, can the break-up oi French-

Canadian ldentlty 1.n Augusta be attr1.buted to the removal of a 

parti cu lar econaml c nlche for French Canadi ans? An examl. natlon 

of events and trends of the 1930 's ta 1950' s, shows a var let y 

of factors WhlCh led to the dec 1 ine cf French, langpage and 

dlstl.nct French-Canadian ldentity in Augusta. 

Improved Standard of Living in the 1930'8 

As we stated above, cotton mill work was the principal 

occupation among French Canadians in Augusta around the turn of 
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the century. Starting ln the late 1920 's, however, a variety 

of events led te lesser dependence upon mill employment and an 

lmpr,)ved stardard of llving for French Canadlans. AJl10ng t hese 

factors was the nationwldp DepressIon WhlCh caused many French 

Canadlans to lose the.r mIll-Jobs and look elsewhere for 

sources of incarne. In the 1930's, for example, French-Canadian 

youths earned money by plcklng up garbage or transportlng hot 

lunches to workers, whlle adults kept chlckens, took in 

boarders or sold prepared food (R.P., intervIew, September 27, 

1984; L.L., Interview, October 29,1984; Augusta). 

Worklng conditions for cotton-mlll workers a1so lmproved. 

In 1934, 10 response ta strlkes throughout New Eng1and, workers 

at the Edwards Manufacturing Compahy ln Augusta called for an 

increase ln wages--from $10 ta $13 per week. For the flrst 

tIme, French-Canadian workers joined tne ensuing strlke, WhlCh 

lasted flve weeks. Thelr active participation slgnifies a 

change of attltude--an openness to workers of non-French 

backgroun<\ and a wllllngness ta defend the rl~hts of workers 

de~plte reproof from Church leaders. One French-Canadlan man, 

who WuS employed at the Hazzard Shoe factory at the tlme, was a 

member of the National Guard unIt called in by the Governor ta 

mdlntain arder ut the mil1: 

They put French fellas [national guardsmen] there: they 
knew they wouldn't attack us ••. It was very hard, llke the 
North against the South. The French men [mill-workers] 
were after us, but what could we do? We took an oath 
(R.C., intervIew, Augusta, September 19, 1984). 

French Canad1ans were cal1ed in deliberately to neutralize 

hostl1It1es between striklng French mlil-workers and Yankee 
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managers. A textIle workers unIon, afflliated wlth the 

Amencan l"ederation of Labor (A.F.L.), was voted ln at Edwards 

1.n 1935. The unIon brought a seniority system for'lay-otEs 

• and, therefore, job securIty. The passage ln 1938 oE the 

Federal Wages and Hours Act. also benefitted mI11-workers, by 

Imposing a mInlmum \Nage and maximum work week of 40 hours. 

F1.na11y, whlle 30 Maine cotton m111s closed, for a vanety 

of rea~onSr between 1900 and 1935, the Edwards mlll stayed open 

(Kenn~bec Journal, July 12, 1975).1 Although company proflts 

fell dramatieally during the 1920'5, Central Maine Power 

Company and others, interested in water power rights, bought 

out Edwards and kept the plant runrung (Early, 1973). Between 

1927 c9nd 1933, employment at the Edwards mi11 increased from 

around 700 persons to 8round 1300, wlth a June, 1933 we~Kly 

payroll of "ovet $15,000 (Press Release, around 1933:3). The 

new owners' investments in the mill, combl.ned with the 

establIshment of a 40-hour weel<, increaSQd the demand for 

workers at the Edwards DIvision. 

The French-Canadian Bthnie Bconœy 

Hard worl<, sel f-sacr ifiee and creative efforts to 

supplement Income resulted in accumulatlon of wealth for some 

Sand Hill resldents (L.L., interview). In the 1ate 1920'5 and 

1930's, class divisions began to appear w.i,thin the French-

C:tnadian community. An -ethnie economy" grew up, and a local 

French-Canadian petJy bourgeoisie, with a mostly French 

cliente le, emerged. Pierre AnetH deSCtlbed how the Franco-

American petty bourgeoisie in Woonsocl<et, Rhode Island, 
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encouraged the preservation of French language and Qumécols 

herltage ln arder to further their own class interests (Anetl}, 

1980). Augus,ta's Sand Hill had its share of French-CanadHllî 

small busInessmen who clearly helped to malntaln a dlstlnct 

French ldentlty 10 Augusta. In 1922, these men founded their 

own organlzatlon, Le Club Calumet, wlth, as Its purpose, 

... the propagati0n of the French language and intellectua1 
development, by means of mUSIC, 1lterature, and anythlng 
else that the club shal1 judge beneficial to the lnterests 
of Franco-Amerl.cans (Violette, 1972:17). 

'Ph~s club still eXl.sts and i5 still open only ta men with 

French last names. In the 1920'5, membership was restricted to 

those who held dffS occupations non-salis~ant,es, Le., 

shopkeepers and professionals (Violette, 1976:173). These 

succéssfuI French-Canadian entrepreneurs provided oredit ta 

less fortunat~ relatIves and neighbors, often enabling them to 

buy propetty or finance educatlon for their children (B. C., 

Interview, Augusta, September 26, 1984). Because of the ethnic 

economy and ohanges in working cond~tions, therefore, many 

French-Canad18n families were able to move up the socio-

economlc scale without ever departing from the Fr~nch-Canadlan, 

cotton-mlil-dominated environme;t of Sand Hill. 

Those whQ wanted a high school education for themselves or 

the~r chlldren had to leave the safety of the FrenCh community. 

Attendlng Cony public hlgh school entailed extra effort ta 
., 

~earn English as we11 as the risk of rejection by bath Fre:nch-

Canadians and Yankees. 

Ça allait pas si vite que ça. Quand y ont commencé 
l'École à la Cony-là, y étaient en pel.ne, à cause ça tombér 
rien q'sur l'anglais. C'était notre plu~ vieux qui a 
commencé le premiet dans notre rue •.. pour aller à la 
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Cony .... Pis, plusieurs d1.saient, 'Quoi ça va dlS donner, 
d'aller à Cony-là? --pour travailler au pic plS -à la pell€' 
plus tard?' y a jamais travaillé au pl.C pis à la pelle plus 
tard. Nonl (A.G., interview, Augusta, Cictober 9, 1994). 

The movement towards the wider (American) society began 

slowly, ln the late 1930'5. At that time, French-Canadl.a'n 

adults, although they couldn't aIl speak Englisb, chose ta, stay 

in Augusta and become Amencan citizens. Natural izatl.o]"1 

classes were heid twice a week on Sand Hi Il ln 1938 and t939. 

One woman, a fter 1 i ving in Augusta for twenty years, at tended 

these classes 'with her husband and became a V.S. citizen in 

1941 : 

Mol., J savais. que c"était important-là. Là, c-etait 
notre chez nous pour vrai 1 On savai t 9u 'on 
s'entournerait pas vivre au Canada. C était important 
de dev~Jlir cit:oyen (Sic.) (A.G., interview, Augusta; 
Octobe;- 9,1984). 

Naturalization did not result in immediate integrat-ion iota 

American society, however. For e'xample, altlitough the teacher 

of one natura li zation c lass encouraged students to speak 

English at home to their\children, many did not follow this 

advice (A.G., interview). A more profound transi tian to 

Amed .. can life is illustrated by th.e 11.fe of Augupta's Franco":­

American historian, Maurice violette. The thirteenth child of 

an Acadian laborer from New Brunswick, Violette grew up on Sand 

Hi Il and attended St. Augustine Schoo 1. After Violette 

f inished eighth grade in 1936, his faUler got him a Job ion the 

mill. At age 16, he ~orked the 12-8 shift at the mill, 

a ttended the Engli sh publ ic high school, pl ayed baseball and 

even" sang in the school choir. In 1940, Maurice was among the 

f irst French children in Augusta -to graduate from high school 

.' 
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with honors. He spent 20 year.s ln t'he Navy, was an executive 

at Centra l Malne Power Company and served as President of the 

Calumet Club, whi'éh bad exaluded his fathet, beca\lse ot h~s 

occupatïon~ many ·Years before (vio1ette, interv~ew·,.' Augusta, 
, . 

November 25, 1983: used by 'p~rmis$;Onr. 

For V~blette and others, ChàQ.g€ l~ SdClo-éconét!\1c s\a~us 

was accompanied by identity readjust1'nenL The - sucees sful 
1 . " 

passage of a few indi vi(ju'als fr0m Ft'e~~h': c;ap,a4.:Lan t<:> "Franco-' 
" t , ,\ [' J. 

Amerlcan" self-iden~ifi~at'ion ~elped pàv'e' the .way fo:- ?ther-s. 

Change 'was, slow,' howe'V-er, d,iscr,iIHnat,i9n .ag_ainst Fr,ench­

canaqia'ri oh'1!1dren, in put;? li ç:' schpols' was still cômltlon in the 
!' .' l , '\ t', ~ r " 

,:' l 1 J 1 1 ~ " J " 

1950::;', (!J.C." ,in,te;rv,iew, 'A!lg~st;a" .Oçtoberû 26, 1984}. Those who , , 

ma'naC1~d té> 9.ca'dtl.èlt'e ii9tn. h~9b' ~c~obl ha~ gained f 1U~~CY in 
,,' 1 lit , • ' .. \ ' 

Efl~l''ii.S.l'La~d· ~~re t;~tt;e:t;'. qup"lified for a wider range' of· jobs. 
, . , , .: 1. -, 

. thal1' the.+r pall'ent!3 ever couLd have b~en. By the 1940's, 'high 
l .; ,'~ ('t . , , 

'School was an option. for 'more Frènch-Canadian teenagers, a~ , , 

Frencty-canadian families were smaller, chi Id· labor laws, wr;re . 

~ better e~fo..rced and wages for adul t workers had increased. 

Educatlonal aspirations were higher, tao, as shown by pecil< 
, 7 

" 

, , 

enrollments at St. Augustine Schéol of 741 students in 1939 ançi', 1, l','~'f 'r 

762 in 1943 (~Annales, vol. Il, 1922-1947}. 

without, 'd~ubt the most signHicant "eng~e of change" io~ . 
\ 

French Canadia,ns in New England was the Second Wor1d y/ar '; 

(Giguere, 19B2:72). 
1 

1 • ' 

French-Cana,(Han men, born é\round 1920', 
• t 

were êirafted 
1 • • 

or joined the.mi'litary,and weretsent'""off~,other . \ ..... 
l '1 (\ .. Ilo • .. 

parts of the U.S. or abroad, ;J'aining new know1edge and ski.lls. . .. ~ -
\Fer many, this 'filas their fint '~r:~rience"'a ~ay' from' sa~J 'Hll i, 

,1 
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in a totally English environment. They met new people and 

learned about other ways of tHe. Other French-Canadians :eft 
( 1 

Augusta to work in naval shipyards and other defense industries 

in Mlline or elsewhere. one Augusta man, befon~ the war, worked 

at the Edwards mil l, where bath French a~ English were spoken: 

·c '~ai t pas stricte. ~ Yet, dur ing the war, ln his new Job at 

the Bath Iron Wotks, French was not allowed: "Strictly orders. 

No F'cench. AlI English. They didn't want bad feelings between 

the men" (R.R.;' intervlew, Augusta, Septernber '26, 1984). 

In the 1940'5, the Edwards !?ivision was busy, with 99% of 

i ts -production in war gaods (D.C., interview, Augusta, October .. ' 

5, 1984). The mill hired more women, trained them to fix 

lo,pms, and paid cornmensura te wages (M.K., interview, Augusta, 

October 23, 1994). Also at that -tirne, a new superintendent was 

hired at the mi H, and for the f irst t.ime French-Canadian 
) 

workers were promoted ta more skilled positions (D.C., 

interview, October 5, 1984). 

Military service granteg educationa1 benefits, with which 

rnany Frenco Canadians improved their socio-economic status.~ 

Ore man qf French-Canadian origin, barn in 1935, did not take 
" . 

, ' ad~~ntage of 'his G.r. Bill benefi ts at f irst. Father, he went 

back to his job at the mill, married a girl from Sand Hill and 

lived in an apartment next to the mil1 (L.C., 1I'1terview', 

'Augusta, September 20, 1984). During the 1950'5 production 

levels and 'wâges fluctuated at the Edwards Division, still 

Augusta'5 largest single industry. Operatlons were often cut 

to a 2- or 3-day work week (Lewiston ~, Februar'y 26, 195~; 
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Cl ipping ~, Textil e Union Local 494). A strike in 1955 did 

not improve conditions for workers. In this clin'late of 

. uncertainty, the French-Canadian Korean ~ar veteran used his 

(;,,1. benetlts to gain high school equivalency and' to take 

business courses at a local college. In 1958, as large Maine 

textile plants w,ere closing, he was laid off at the Edwards 

mi Il. Yet, w i th his business knowledge and proficiency in 

French and Eng1ish, this man was an attractive candidate for a 

position at a new bank; he has worked there ever since (M.C., 

interview, Augusta, September 20, 1984). 

Changes in Schools 

"The key' to getting out of;the mUls was English language 

proficiency as weIl as education" '(Giguere, 1982:72). Those 

'who'hàd litt1e education suffered the most during mill shut­

'down'!3. 2 Both public and private schoo1s played a role iri 

prom.oting proficiency in English, before the War as weIl as 

·after. The movement to restrict the use of languages other 

than Engl ish began in 1919 wi th a Arnericanization program led 

by the' U.S." Bureau of Education (Vermont Advisory Committee, 

• 3 
-1983:9). At St. Augustine School, all instruction was in 

French with one hour of English per day until the late 1940 ~s. 

lt wa6 reported by one resident who was Il years old in 1948, 

that t~e sudden change to half-day French, half-day English, 

coming as i t did in her 6th year of school, was extremely 

difficult to adjust to (L.C., interview, Augusta, September 20, 

1984). In the 1960's, the language of instruçtion at the 

sChool be"came English with one hour of French per day. The 

/ 
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current principal of St. Augustine School thought that these 

changes, in 1948 and again in the mid-:960">s, werei du'e to 

requirements from the State ànd "the needs of the people" 

(N.B., interview,' JanUar~4, 1985). 

The history of St. Augustine Church shows a parallel, 

though sO,mewhat delayed, trend towards integration of French 

Canadiilns into A~erican life. ; Engl ish masses were not 

introduced unti 1 t~e 1960'5, but American citi zenship was 

,encouragèd Ln the late 1930 '5: MA l'église y ont annoncé ça; y 

vou laient que les gens votent" (Sic.) (A.A., interview, Augu~ta, 

Septernber 19, 1984). Yet, the pastor at that tirne, Father 

Casavant, still kept the community together. He didn '.t want 

the French to mix with Amer icans". During I1ather Casavant's 
, 

tenure, recalled one man, "il y avait pas Un mot d~anglais dans 

l'église" (Au. 8., interview, October 24, 1984). 

According to people <;:In the Hill, "everything" chaI:1ged when 

Father John Curran, son of an Irish father and French-Canadian 

rnother, becarne pastor in 1962. Curran ~s credited with having' 

bridged a 75-year gulf between "one war1d of F-rench Canadians 

up 0:' Sand Hi! i,~nd another world of Maine Yankees ~ the rest 

of Augusta" (Caldwell, Maine Sunday Telegram, October lO, 
"--'<II. 

1971). A skilled public f,igure, Curran was influential in 

es(ablishing an August.a branch of the univer~ity of Main~and 

was an acti ve rnember of the board 0 f the YMCA and other 

community organizations serving aIl' of Augusta. Curran had a 
~ 

more realistl.c view of the change in self-identification of 

French Canadiàns in Augusta which had become apparent by the 
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mid-l960's., Speaking about students at St. Augustine School, 

Fath~r Curran said: 

,These Children are the fourth generation French. But 
they are 100 per cent Ameri,can. They speak French now 
only as they learn it in French class. They have no 
1eanings to France or to Canad~. Au~usta, not QuÉbec, 
is their City, Maine i8 their, honle ••• (Maine Sunday 
Telegram, October 10, 1971:m). ~ . 

It is not surprising that schoolchi lçjren in the 1970's 
'J 

identified with Maine and the United States. American 

children oJ French-Canadian oriqin, growing up in Augusta in 

the 1950~' and 1960~, watched televison, drave cars, and 

shopped at shopping malIs. Supe~markets and stat~owned li~uor 

stores had rep1a~ed local French-Canadian-owned businesses by 

the 1950'5. The French-Canadian ethnie econorny was 

/~ts~fPearing, as French-Canadian professionals had ta serve 

American clients in arder to r~ain in business. Amerj,can and 

Franco-American youth looked to the mi11 only when jobs in 

Augusta were scarce or they needed money for their studies. 

one man of French-Canadian origin worked at the mill for two 
, . 
summers whi1e in college il1 the early 1960 's. He found the 

• 
plant noisy and hot, the vibrations from the old machines and 

the fast pace of the work unpleasant. He left tne mill as saon 

as ~ ·work-study" job came ~hrough at the qniversity 0; Maine 

'st Augusta'(A.D'" interview, Augusta, September 13, 1984}. 

apparent, in- ·the French" 

Canadian communi ty ln Augusta by tl)e 1960 ~s. .Howev~r, the 

decl{ne in. French-Canadian identity wa& l'lot ,c,ataclysmic, as 

sorne researchers have found for ot~er s~ch groups. Rather, it 
"\ 
was a graduaI process, whicl\ foll'owed a series oi eVestts 
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start'ing in the 1920'8. The process of a~similation into 
• a 

-American society began with the,appearance~of class divisions 

within the French-Canadian community-- divisions which were 

reinforced by such exclusive associations as the Calumet Club. 

When the majori ty of French Canadians becarne a ware of their 

sirnilarity to mill-workers of an national groups, they 

probabLY began to consider becoming Americancitizens. It was 

d~rin9 the 1934 strike' at the Edwards mill that' French-cJhadian 

workers defied Church pr,ecepts and picketed with othet 

operatives. Following that experience, in 19'37 and ,1938, many 

French Canadian iU\migrants attended language classes in order , 

to become naturalized AmePicans. The Depression had closed the 

border to new immigrants from QuÉbec: many in Augusta abandoned 

the idea of returning to QuÉbec to live and concentrated 

instead on doing weIl in theïr new country. Other fàctors in 

the graduaI differentiation from a strong French-Canadian 
, 

/identification were increased education and economic and 

,educan,onal aspirations, brought on partly by improvements in 

the standa,rd oJ; living duI'ing the 1930's and 1940's. 

Even as French. Canadians began to accept Americ~n 

citizenship and English language for themselves and their 

children, they did not wholly reject their heritage. By 
• learning English and moving away from Sand Hill. many were able 

to improve their lot. They differentiated themselves from the 
"'" 

negative Wdistinctive r~cial and social characteristics· 

ascribed to French Canadians (See MacDona Id, 1898). They 

• modified thair self-identification in responsè to new 
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opportunities in A~erican society and passed from a strictly 

French-Canadian identity td a new -Franco-American- one. 
1 .... "\. f 

) 

Rotes 

• 1. The main rea80nà for the dec1ine of the cotton textile 

,in9u~try in New Eng1and between 1919 and 1962 are the 

fo1lowinq: 

- competition from synthetic fabrics': 

- foreign competition: 

competition from Southern U.S. mills. Cost of 

produ'ction 'was lower in the sôuth, due to the supply of cheap, 

docile 1abor, a warm climate, and tax breaks. 
, , 

- New ~ngland mill equip.ment was old s.1M. inefficient. 

Of the New England states, Maine had the most 1en~ent labor 

laws and the 10west wages. Because of this, t:-he textile 

industry fared better in Maine (Esta Il, 1966: Devino et al., 

196-61 Ear 1 y, 1973 J: 

, 2. One ,rench-Çanadian ex-mill-worker put it this way: 
/ 

You knov, Most of the people in Augusta, where else have' 
they,qot to work if they haven't.got an education? Most 
of the people who went to work here [in the mi 11], they 
vent when they vere J. 6 years o'ld. They vorked there 40 " 
years; they're 56 years oid. How can they work Any other 
place? Sorne of'.them never graduated from grammar school. 
They were from large families, and whèn they got 16, they 
thought they'd go out and help. Take my wife, she was 'in 
a family of eight, so when she turned 16 she went to work 
lat the mill]. And she worked there 'til 1984. She got 
out of grammar school in-the six'th grade; she never 
graduated from grammar school. And the majority of the 
people on the Hi1'1-- _ sarne thinq (Sic.)' (P.R., interview, 
Augusta, Octo~er 17, 1984). 

3. The Americanization Department of the U.S. Bureau of 
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. .'E~ation ~x:-'ot~ in 1919:, _ b 

We recomm~nd urgently to ,a11 States to ,prescribe that all 
schoo1s, private and public, be ,conducted 'in the English 
language and that instrUction in the elementary classes of 
a11 schools be in English. , ,But our office does not oppose 
the conduct o.f church services in otner: 1 anguages... as 
long as the right of the child to acquire an elementary 
know1edçe of the English language and to receive his 
edu&tion in it is not vio1ated (Klos~, 1977:261 cited in 
Vermont Advisory Commit tee Report to ~he U.S. Commission 
on civil Rights, 1983:9). ' 
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Chapter VII 

< 

conclu.io~ 

• 1 

" • .1.­J 

V,· 

The question posed in this thesis is why French-Canadian 

ethnic identity was retained in one i1Tl1\igrant, conununi ty from 

the late 1800's until the 1940·s. Most studies of FIench-
, <..' 

Canadian ethnie identity tâke the view that the maintenance of 

separate French-Canadian'enclaves in New England mill-towns was 
1 

the resu,l t of a collective will to preserve the Fréf'ch-canadial' 
• 

heritage. In contrast te those studies, this thesis is an' 

attempt to examine the ~velopment of the French-Canadfan 

" community in AU9~sta, Maine within a broader social and 

economic context. 

When so-cralled -external- forces are considered~ it is 

clear ~hat French-Canadian ethnie identity was part and pareel 

of the socio-~conomic status of French Canadians in Augusta. 

From the timeof their arrivaI, French Canadians ~ere wage­

laborers at the -local te)Stile milI. Whatever the inclinations 

of immigrpnts to continue to use French language and practise 

their religion and other customs as they had in Québec, it has 

been shown that French-Canadian ethnie identity was reinforced 

and maintain'ed by the same pressures which tended to preserve 

the clas$ position of French Canadians. 

French Canadians remained a distinct group in Augusta for 

over fif/y years 1arge1y because of economic factors, e.g., 

~ack of opportunities and education as well as pressures from 

the Catholic Church, the textile mill and l~èal French-Canadian 

merchants and professi~nals, to retain French language and a . 
lower-class, depenaent position in society. 

( 
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Two institutions' exe:tcised great influence over the 

French-Canadian co~unity in Augusta: the mill and the French 
, 

Catholic Church. Although prirnary source material from these 

institutions was limi ted, i t is significant tha t no confl iét l 

between them was found for the period studie~. Rather, a 

community of interests between the mill and the Church helped 

to preserve French-Canadian ethnie identi ty, pri.ncipally by 

promoting French as the language of work, wor;ship and . 
> 

s7hooling. With these institutions and local French-C~nadian 

businesses and s~rvices, the ,French community in Augusta 
, 

remained self-sufficïent a!}d isolated. To the extent that 

merobers df the community looked beyond their neighborhood for 
, ~ 

their incorne and their spiritual and material needs, the 
1 

strength of these institutions and business correspçnqingly 

diminished. 

In the 1930's and 1940's, French-Canadian immigrants 

ceased to belong to one class of wage-l#abore:ts. Wor'sening , 

conditions at the mill during this period helped to stim\llate 

Prench-Canadian rnill-workers' interest in organizing for" reform 

',' 

. , 

, " 

by breaking out of their isolation and joining other workers of' 

~arious nationalities. Wrth improved,access to'educatio~ and 

to occupations outside the texti'le mill, French-Canadians 

gradually adopted certain aspects of American identity. Young 

-members of the ~rench-ca::::tian community began tu abando,n 

F~ench language in favor of ~nglish. Yet, as we have seen, , 

French-Canadian language and identity were not completely, 

rejected but only modified, to reappear in a new, more 

" 

" 
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positive, -Franco-American,· community ident~ty. 

During the 195Q'5 and 1960's, changes in the two important 

insti tutions, such as promotion of French Canadians te 

managerial position's in the mill, and increased instruction in 

English at the parochial school, fac~1itated socio-economic 

mobility'for the Frencn community and, sirnu:ttaneously, (J 

integration into American society. 

Further research in other New England mip-towns such as 

Waterville, Biddeford, Manchester or Fall River, would be of 

great intefest and value. From the standpoint of social ... 
reseatchers, these communities at the turn of the cent ury were , 

'remàrkabl~ for their lack of complexity a,nd for the clarit,y of 

the principal societal divisions; French-Canadian mill-workers, 
, . 

,j ~ tpe Catholic Char ch and the textile mtl!. While sE!veral 

,-

", 

. . 

. 
r" 

-,. , 

" 

n:examples o~ support of the Church by t~e locé' l mill were found 

in ~he Augusta case, valuaole ~terial, such as ernployee 

records and managers' correspondence from the mill anJ;'! texts of 

sermons and bulletins from the French parish, were missing_ 

Perhaps in another city these records could be located and 

, examined _ It would be of great interest te document the , 

specifie attitudes of the dominant actoJ;'s towards each othei 
Y""\ 
and to ,understand bett6!r the relations between mill bosses and 

priests as they affected th~ rqaintenance of French language and 

identity in New England. 

t , 
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APPENDIX A, 

Questionnaire Guideli'n.es for In't.erviews ., 
When and whère were you born? 

- When did you come to Augusta? 
Why did you come? 

- H9w ~id you travel? How did yo~ pay for the trip? 

Employment history 
.... 

- What occupation(s)'have you held? 
1 in Québec? in Augusta? 

Union membership" if Any 
Why did you hold these jobs? 

- How did you get the job? , 
Ho~many years in Any giveR job? 

- Whe~ did yoq stop working? Why? 

If informant worked in 'cotton miU: 
- How old were you when you started? .' What'kind of work? 
- Weekly wages? - Descrïbe working conditio~s What 

language did you speak with co-workers --with bosses? -'Why 
did you Ieave the mil~? 

Education 

- Where did'y~u go to school? 
-' What was the language- of inst.ruction? 
- 'How many years ,of schooling have you had? (e.g,. high school 
diploma) 

. LangUage 
-

- What langu~9~ '~as spoken in 'your' 'tlome whe,n you were growing 
up? ' l,' 

- When did you learn English? At what point in your' lite wére 
you able ta conV'er'se fluently in Eng1ish? 

.. Ci tizensbip 

- Are you now an American c,itizen? .. 
- If ydu were not born in,th~ U.S., when did you become a u.s. 
citizen? 

,C'- Marriage 

" 

- When, and with whom? (with Franco or nçn~Franco?) 

Religi-on .. 

'l'he SUIe questions to' be asked for inforilrants" parents, 
'children and 9randchil~ren. 
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APPENDIX B 
. 

Chronology of Cot~on Textile Mill, Augusta, Maine 

JB34 
~ 

IB37 

1B45-46 

1B50's 

1867-69' 

1870 

1873 

1882 

1881-'92 

1910 

1921 . -
1921 

1~34 

1942 

1952 

. -
" , 

Kennebec Dam Company incorporat~d with $300~ 
capi t.:l1 , 

Name changed tO,Kennebec Locks & Canals Co.; capital 
doub1ed 

Construction of firet cotton mi11 with'lO,OOO 
spindles 

Flood damage; competition from Grea~ Britain; priee 
of cottol' rose 

, ''''''1; 

Negotid~ion of purchase by A. & W. Sprague Co. of 
Rh~de Island; City of Augusta gives $250,000 

Sprague Co. adds 15,000 spindles 

Sprague Co. fails; - pr.operty placed ir)/h'ands of 
trustee { 

Mill ~ol,d to Edwards Manufactur i,9 Company, of 
Boston, for $207,141.62; Isaac . Burr elected 
President 

Edwards mill has, 1,050 employees; number of spindles 
increased to 98,000; sales araund $1 million per' year. 

Capacity)of mill increased ta 103,020 spindles_and 
1,100 employees 

Average work week 54 hours for $7.50; 700~800 
emplqyees_a~d Qnly 10,000 spindles aperating 

Ta prevent mil1 c1osing, Walter Wyman and New Eng1and 
Public Service Co. bùy out Edwards 

""EPsèo sells to Ne~ England Industries, Inc.; more 
investment'brings employment to 1,400 by 1933 

Workers'on strike at Edwards 5 weeks; A.F.L. 
contract signed 1935; 40-hour work week 

Edwards mill bought by Bates Manufacturing Co., 
Lewiston: Edwards Division now produces shoe lining 
Sind other war goods, -bath synthetics and cotton, 
until 1947 

J 

'1,250 emp10yed at Edwards Division;- wages $50-
$60/weeR; man y mil~s close: 131,000 textile jobs in 
New England lost between 1949 and 1962, (11,000 in 
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Southern Maine) (Esta11, 1966: 61') • 
• 

~trikes throughout New E~land, Minimum wage 
increased f~om $.75 t~ $~OO per houri production 
fluctuates at Edw&rds . 

1955 

1964 Group of Augusta businessmen, led by local bank 
president, form Economie -Development Corporation of 
Augusta, buy mill to save it from closing, and 
1ease it to'Bates mill, of Le~iston , 

• 
", 

1973 Abou,900 emRloyees in -fa1tering mill-; mill sold to 
Herbert Miller, of Lewiston, for $2.6 million; sorne 
equipment added; products are fabrics 'for industrial 
use, blankets, mattress pads. 

1982 More than 500 workers laid off 

1984 (October) Ske 1eton crew ot 22 at mi 11; manager says 
he hopes to re-open; sorne work~rs' fear mi1l will 
re-open wïth nan-union labor; mill, ~p for sale or 
lease (Kennebec Journal, September 30, 1984) 

Sources 

American Cotton and Wool Reporter, 1911 

AnnuallReports, Maine Bureàu of Industrial and Labor 
Statistics, 1887-1910 . 

Devino et ar., ~ St:udy of Textile Mill Closings, 1966 

Early, Walter Wyman and Five Maine Mills, 1925-1933, 1973 

Interviews, D. C., M. K., and L. L., Augusta, 1984 

Kennebec Journal, 150th Anniversary Issue, 1947 

Knight, The Sprague Family, 1881 

b 

Minutes, Board of Directors and Stockholders Meetings," Edwards 
Manufacturing Company, 1882-1927 

North, The History of Augusta, 1870 

Press Release, Edwards Manufacturing Company, around 1933 

Textile Union Local 494, clipping file, Augusta, 1951-1975 

Violette, ~ Franco-Americans, 1976 
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APPENDIX C p 

Personnel Organization, Edwards Manu~vcturing Company 

1. In Bostori (later in LeMiston)t Company Officers: President, 
Vice President, and Treasurer 

ln Augusta: , 
2. Plant Manage,r, 

J. Superintendents of 12 D~partments, e.g., 

4. weavinq Spinning Ca~d Room Shipping 
Inspection 

Finishing 

5. Overseers 

6. Second~hands, or Assistant Overseers 

v 

7. Skilled workers: weavers (one per approximately 50 iooms), 
-loom-fixers, mule-spinners 

8. Unskilled workers: ring-spinners, cloth inspectors, 
\ doffers, 'spoo1era., bobbin-boys, sweep~rs, etc. 

Sourcè / 

Interview, M .K.,o Augusta, o'ctoYe'r, 23, 
'0' / 

'/' 
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