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This thesis is a study on the response of the British 

and the French to Muhammad -AII's policies. Muhammad 

-Ali's succcss in transforming Egypt into a powerful state 

WélS aimed a t ùevelol'i ng Egypt' s commercial network and 

~xpi1ll(ling her territorial boundary. The gains that 

Muhammad -Ali achicved from the commerce and territorial 

conquost, however, was at the expense of what England had 

enjoyed before Muhammad -Ali rose to power. In order to 

regél in wha t had been lost to Muhamm?d -Ali 1 England 

undertook a strong response consisting of economic, 

military and diplomatie pressure which led to the collapse 

of Muhammad -Ali' s power. France, on the other hand 1 had 

a positive reaction and gave full support to Mu~anunad 

-A li' s expa!1sionist policy. Nevertheless 1 France' s final 

acL was t.o abandon policy of support for Mu~ammad -AlI as 

a rcsult of EUlopean politics when a new French government 

r;ought rapprochement wi th England. Muhammad -11.11 became a 

rost of rapprochement. 
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Ce ... l'" thèse étudie les réactions des Bntanniques et 

de3 Français à l'égard des politiques de Muhammad 'Ali. Le 

succès que celui-ci a connu dans la transformat lon de 

l' :E:gypte en Ull état puissant fut le résultat du 

développement des réseaux commerciaux égyptIens et de l'ag-

grandissement des ~r~ntières. Les bénéfices qu'il acqult du 

commerce et des conquêtes territoriales le furent aux 

détriments des acquis anglais qui dataient de l'époque 

précédant la montée au pouvoir de ce rival égyptien. Pour 

arri ver à reprendre ce qu'elle avai t perdu, l'Angleterre 

entreprit des pressions économiques, milItaires et diploma-

tiques qui menèrent à la chute du pouvoir de Mu~ammad 'AlI. 

Pour sa part, la France eut une réactIon positIve et s'alig-

na à la poli tique expansionniste de Muhammad 'Ali. 

Néanmoins, sa position finale fut de retirer son appui à 

celui-ci, suite à des changements dans la politique 

européenne, lors de tentatives de rapprochement du nouve?u 

gouvernement français avec l'Angleterre. Muhammad 'Ali . 
devint le prix de ces rapprochements . 
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SPELI.JN(; ANI> TRANSLH'F!!ATION 

The Arahie narnes and tcrms in this the:-is .Ire \\litlCIl <Il'l'iIrding 10 tlll' 

English transhtcration l'l11ployccd Ily the Instituk 01 bl<lmic Sll1die~, I\ld ;ill 

University \Vith the exception that the diphtong "di" 1" utili/l'd in:-Il'.1l1 01 "ay" 

for the klter /1 ". Certain plarl'nal11l'~ in thl'il 1 :l1gll~h :-pclllIlg will "Plle.II 

such as Cairn, Alexandria, Yellll' 11 , i\kppo, l\kcc(l, ,\dcll l'Ir, tor tlll'y have 

bccorne part of the English vocabulary. 

The main difrcrcnccs in trallslikralioll from Arabie .\1 l': 

l '~nglish 

h 

kil 

dh 

s 

cl 

t 

z 

gh 

j\l'tlhic 

$ 
L 
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l 1 NTROf)(JCTION 

'J'he re~pon:-.e 01 the Bnti~h and the Frcnch to the emergel1cc or the 

~trong '·.gyptian :-.tall: in the ';a~t ha~ been oltçn looked al lrom an unc\ear 

per~pl'ctive. ft ha ... hcen viewed a ... an end and a heginning lInto ihdf. The 

rccent ~llldy on 1\1111.1ill1llT'ad . Ali hy al-Sayyid Marsot has suggeslcd that there 

w,,~ il c!o:-.e cOl1nectioIJ hctwl'ell the l'(}llap~c 01 l\1111.1ammad 'Ali'~ cconomÎc 

and polJtical initiativcs and the rcspol1se of thc European Powers. 1 She has 

emphil~J1ed thal the collap~e more Jikdy ~temmed trom the e,\ te rJ1.l1 ractor~ 

th.1I1 lrom internaI Olll'''. although without di~collntil1g the importance 01 the 

lattl'r. Wh"t ~he rder:-. to a~ e,\tcrnal tactor~ i:-. seric!'. 01 re~p()nse~ created 

hy thl' "uropean Power" which placed ~tul.lal11mad 'Ali in a condition of Jo~­

ing lll11ch 01 what hl' hat! gallll'd in territorial. commercial ' J political 

.t(,!lll·VL'll1l·nh.~ Thl~ view i-.. in contradiction with the traditional ,ugumellt 

sllggc~ll'd hy ~omc ~ch()lar~ that the l'o/lap-..e 01 ~1 ul.lammad 'Ali <lro~e !"rom 

intel nal l allSl'~ ~lIch a~ lack 01 ~kilb, an n .. pel icnccd government admini~tra-

t ion amI ot hl'r i lIlL'r-1 cl atcd factors rathe r than 1 rom external 1 actors which 
,., 

weil' actually the direct product of thc I·uropean Powers'~ re~ponse.·' 

'"l 

.. 

1 n her arl1c1e. ~:Ian,ot :i~!-.ert~ that worh which have bren written on 
Muhammad 'Ali dcmand l'ardul attention ~ince there are numbcr of exam­
pics' 01 di~lorli(lns which n:vcakd the Ileed lor a thorough rcexamination 
01 the man and hi~ perim!. Sec Alal Lutli al-Sayyid Marsot, IThc IIistory 
01 Muhammad Ait: hlct or l'Ïl'lion'!.'' JOli/nui 01 tht' AmericlIll Re,\earclz 
('l'!lflt' III h:r.~YP( 15-16 (1<J7X-I<J7(»). . 

Sel' ALti 1.1It1i tll-S,tyyid l"l,lr~ot. l~~yp( 1/1 tilt' Re1W1 oI Muhammad Ali 
« 'amhndge: ('(lmhridge Univer~ity l'ress, 19X4), 25X-25<J . 

. ' S"l11e :-.cholal!-. pern:ive that the b,ll'kwardnc~~ of the country as rctleded 
hy Ihe quality ot administration. ddective el'ollomic policies, the Jack of 
natllr,ll re~(lllrCl'!-. and tec\mical ~kill and othrr intnnal weakne:-.s inherent 
in ~111hal11mad '1\li'" schell1es hL'c,lllll' the major causes 01 his failurcs in aIl 
0\ hl~' projl'l't~. Sel' 1 kkn l\nne B. Rivlin, 711e ANf/elilflOal Polie)' oI 
Muhammad '.-l/î 1/1 1::~Yl't « 'ambrid~l': Ilarvard Univer:-.ity Press. 1<J(1). 
IOS~llq. 19X-~()O. 1· .I{. Owen. CO/toll llnt! thl' l~~YfJt/(m Fm/1omy. 
Ii'!!(}-!(J/I (hlnld' 'l'hl' ('Iarendon Pre:-.~). 5C1-57. ('h,lrk~ b-..awi. Egypt 



l Western ~cholar~ have lk'volL'd d gn'dt lk.t1 pl dtll'l1tillll tl) thl' ~tud\ III 

Mul.lammad 'Alî,4 but havl' notlTedilL'd the hU'Plwdll l\n\l'I" \\1111 dClcllllll1-

ing the l'ah: 01 hi:-. Fgyptian :-.tatL'. Thu'-. t!lei di~Cll~~IOIl ha~ kit .l~idl' 1 Ill' 

nature of their n::-ponsl' both to the l'llll'l'gCIlCl' ,lIld 11lL' cllllap"c 01 1\lul.1.1111-

mad 'AIL Thi~ approach has inevilahly kd Il) the 1111(kll'~llIll.llilll\ III tilt' 

European Powers' respon~e in dekn111ning thl' :-'llrvival alld t'llll.lp~l' 01 

Muhammad 'Alî's ru\c.5 

The faet that Mul.Hunmad 'Alî's amhition had tram,rOlllled ). gypt IIllo d 

powcrful statc with il high dcgrcc ot doml'~tîc poltlical ~t.lhilily, lal).'.l' ~I..'.I\t: 

industrial projccts, a IloUII~hillg COI11JllCITi.t1 nL'l\\lork .IIHI a ~lr()l1g 1l1l11t.\Iy 

sufficicntly demon"trate~ that Mul};l1nmad 'Ali hall :-'lIL'l'l'""t ully pll'pdrl'd 

Egypt lor thi~ translortllatioll hdore lalllll'hillg hl~ PIOjCl h III 111:-' dlol h 10 

create th l' ncce"~,ary condition in ,. gypL hl' 1111n )duCL'lI a gll'clt IIlI111hl'1' (,1 

rctorms in the agricuiluraL IIldu!\lri.t1 and Illilitary .lI l'.I:-'. In !\() dOlflg. Ill' h.ld 

provided an Înfrastructure and hdd L'lcatcd Ik "kIlls, Illt'nl.t1 .Ittltwk .nul 

political ~tability needcd tor un<..krtaking the moLÏcmi/aliol1 ot ",gypt. Wllh-

out these prereqlli~ili:s. his ambition to lound a ~tr(lng alld lI10del Il Il.lt iOIl 

would never have come close to realii'atinn. Although hl' hat! ~1Il'l t'l'lkd JIl 

in Rel'ollt!lOll: Ail f:co/1olJlic Alla/y.\l,' (I,on(/()n: (h!ord tJnlvcr~ity l'rl'~'', 
19fi3), 18-24. Ali rcd Bonnc, .sI(l{1! {[Ilt! h'collo!1/ln III Ihl' MUftI/I' 1:'(/\1 
(London: Routkdgc and Kegan Paul, l'J4X), :241. I{tll)L'l t M,lhl\) lIlld 
Samir Radwan. 711(' Illdll\I"UlII~llfl{/1l 0.1 Fgrpl, !()3/}-/()N: !'o/uy (///(11'('1'­
[(Jrmollee (O.\lord, ('Iarcndoll Prl'''!\, 1 ()7(). IX. 

4 For the work on Muhammad 'Ali ~ec llaltord 1" 11()"kIlJ~, "S()llle Rcn'nl 
Works on Mohamcd Ail and Modcrn 1· gypt," 1 hl' jUil II/(I! oJ Mot/ml 110-
tory 4 (Mareil. IlJ32). 

5 The re~p()n~e of the European l'owen .. WllICh rC;lched ih IIIJ.d ~t.lgl' with 
the British initlativc" 01 lhe ('oI1Vcntioll" oi Balta I,illlillli ,llHI I,OJldOIJ 
seem~ not to have ~lllllcient wt:lght to ~t;nd il" thc lll.IJor Lall"\.' 01 Muh,llll­
rnad ';\11 ':-. commcrCJaI and rolitic.t1 drél\\ dek" (1" vlcwcd Ily "olJH' "ëhol­
ars, For the accoullt "e:, Rivlin. nit' A~f/( lI/flIrul PolI( r, l():-;-~I)O Mahro 
and Radw.lIl. nie Jl/tlll\llIlIlr~(lI/(Jfl 01 I~~rl)l. 1 k . 



1 dinlllJatillg internai ()h~tacle", Muhammad 'Ali was not guarantecd victory in 

any conlrolltatiol1 with Luropean Powcr~. Thc~c nations lost a grcat deal of 

political and commercial intcre~ts a~ a result 01 the policics MlIl.1ammad 'Ali 

followed during hi!> rule. Mul}lImmad 'AI! had tü paya high pnee for the loss 

01 interc~ts that the Powcrs would !>uller as a result. The Powers, exccpt 

France, united under the leadership of Britain and applied cconomic, military 

and diplomatie prc!'>sure, which ultimatcly led to the collapsc of Mul.tammad 

'Ali\ project1'. It !>CCIllS that Muhammad 'Ali did not realiïe that his 

achievl'l1lents in commerce, and industry, not to mention his territorial COI1-

quest!>, had de~tahIlil'ed the very pillar1' 01 thc European Power1" intcJcsts in 

the rcgioll and lurther to the };a~t. 11 he had heen Illore aware of the impacl 

01 hi~ actions on thcir IIltcre!>b, he Illight have bl'cl1 ahle to avoid a direct 

conl mnlation with t hc~c ha 0pcan POWl'J s \\t hich did 110t want to ~'2e a pO\V-

crful 1 -,gyptian ~talL' hlockll1g thcil intcrc~h lying in the hl~t. 

l'h;1' thesis will attclllpt 10 place into its proper historical framework the 

rcsponse 01 the Iwo major 1 ~uropean Powers, Britain and France, to Mul:am­

mati 'i\lî':-, ;lchievellh.'nb and the inlluence of the rcsponse on the dcclinc of 

Mul.lalllmad 'i\lî'~ ,"roJech. Il will addrcss the question whcther these two 

Powers Wlre re~pol1dillg to the grow1h of Mul.wmmad 'i\lî's Fgypt and its 

des1ahiliïing inllllCIlL'e on their interests in the East or not. It will also discuss 

the lonm which their rl'~ponsl' took, cOl1sidering what crforts were made to 

coop,-'ratc \vith 01 to co-opt Mlll.lammad 'Ali, and \\Ihat means were used 

linally 10 achieVL' 1 :uropeall goab. Although the the sis specifically will not 

l'x.lIllinc I-gyptian-Ottoman relations, it will ccrtainly take these relations into 

nH1:-ideratlon III as IllUch a~ tlley clfccted Fgypt':-, relation with th\.: European 

ppwcrs. The follo\"ing is a bredkdl)WIl 01 how Ihe thesis will treat the issue 

011 li chaptn by Ch.lplcr hasi:-.. 



Cnapter 1. Mul,ldI11m,ld 'L\li 'lnj the ~Iodl'I\ll/atio\l pl l'gypl 

This chapter discus!'>cs thc cl11l'rgenn' 01 1\1ulyll11lll,ld ',\Ii who ru:-l' lu powcr 

in 1805 arter hls participation in Turki:-h military L'lloris ln dnve thl' h l'lll'h 

out of Egypt, sUbSel)llently receiving an ollicidi ilppoinlll1l'l1t as thl' Vin'Illv 

of Egypt t'rom the Ottoman Sul~ün, The rclorms uIH.lcrLlkl'I1 hy I\tulYIllIIll,l!.1 

'Ali would he discussed with respect to hi!'> agriruItural. indu!'>tJ ial and lI1ili­

tary reconstruction, 

Chapter II. The Brit;sh and the I,'rench 1 ntl're~ts in 1 ~gypt 

This charter surveys the extensive intcre~ts nI BI11ain and (,'rancl' 111 l ':gypt 

bcginning with the coming of their tradcr~ and tl i1Vl'lkrs alld wlth Nap()koll'~ 

occupation and ending with their penetratIon 01 cOl1lmcrcial, pollticdl dlld 

military intere!'>ts during the reign 01 hlul,ldl11l1ldd Ali, hlClI!'> wIll Ill' pl.ll'cd 

on the strategie location of 1 ~gypl whlch put 1 :gypl at tlll' l'l.'ntl\.' 01 dl!'>pllk 

Chapkr 1 Il. The Btitlsh and thL' ""'Cllc!1 J{l'~p(lll"t."" tn ~ll1hi\llllll.td i\li\ 

Policies 

This chapter dcscribes the mcans the Briti~h adoptcd in relcn'nu' 10 I\Iul,Wll­

mad 'Ali, whose commercial, politica] and territorial I1lilnOl'llV! t.'" h.td :..ltakl'Il 

the foundation 01 the British intercsts in the J ~ast. l',trticllltlr at!l'Iltloll wlil Iw 

given to the range of responses l'rom a British ~p()n~orl'd cOl\venti()\l to BIII­

ish commercial, diplomatie and Imlitary plc"'~llrc, 'l'hi.., chapll'r :t!:-o l'xdlllille.., 

the specitics ()[' the French po~,:tive reaclion ln Mlll.lallll1ldd i\lî\ l',\pan<"loll­

ist policy as weil as Francc's final act when shc tur:led hl'! hack Dil M lJhalll­

mad 'Ali to prevcnt her own huropcan i~()lati()n. 

Chapter IV. Conclusion 

The conclusion will summarizc the lindings 01 the ~tudy, 
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CIIAYJ'ER 1 

MUI\MMAD 'ALI . 
AND THE MODERNIZATION OF EGYPT 

1. Mu~ammad 'Ali: the Viceroy of Egypt 

M uhamJtlad 'Ali was born in the Maccdonian town of Cavalla in 1769. 

'f'he year was notahle for the birth of three great military leaders: Napoleon, 

Wellington and Mul~ammad 'AlLI Mul~ammad 'Ali had begun his lire under 

ditïïcuIt conditions and with very modest means. He came l'rom a poor par-

cntagc and was raised hy his paternal uncie, '!,üsün, after he was orphaned by 

" the dcath of his father. ~ This poor background, however, would not prevcnt 

him 1 rom linding the means to satisfy his love of great things and a great 

name. Ile would work lor it and take advantage of every opportunity leading 

him to that end. Wilhout any 01 the advantages of birth or fortune, he would 

hring himself to power and fame by his own indomitable courage, persever-

ance and sagacity. 

His father, Ihrühîm Agha, was only a Commander of a body of inegu­

lars, a job which was probably not full-time work. As a side line, Ibrahim 

Agha tradcd in a lobacco business. He initiated his son into that business 

" 

Ilislorialls ll~llally givc his year of birth as 1769. See Henry Dodwell, The 
FOllfltll" of Modem égypt (Cambridge: Longmans, 1931), 9. M. Rifaat 
Bey, The AI,,(/kellll1~ of Modem Eg)1Jt (London: Cambridge University 
Press, 1947), 17. Marsot's account records that his birthdate was in the 
\ ll'Iy 1770. Muhammad 'Ali chose the year of 1769 for he expected to be 
grouped among the great leaders whme birthdates were in 1769. Afaf 
I,ntfi al-Sayyid Man.;ot, Egypt ill the Reign of Muhammad Ali (Cam­
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984), 24. In case of Napoleon, not 
only did Muhammad 'Ali resemble Nal?0leon in birthdate but also in many 
other things ~uch as his hcight, his famlly background and the details of his 
personal l'xperienC'es. Sel' 'Ai'Îz Khiiik Bik, Nabïtli)'ün )Va Muhammad 
'Ali «( 'airo. n.d.). . 

Marsot l'Xprl'Sses li diflcrent view when she says that he was a full-grown 
marricd 11l.1Il ",hen his tather died. Marsot. Egrpt in tlle Reign, 25. 
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whcn his son was only tell year~ old.·' Muhammad 'Ali. who \VilS illikrate 

and later pursued trade Ils the primary I11can" to support thc ceonomÎl' 

strength of his reign, was fortunate enollgh 10 mec! a Fn'neh tohacco mcrc-

hant, a Monsieur Leon. Ile introduccd to Mul!,lI11mad 'Ali the importann' 01 

international tradc and, particularly, the main portion 01 those seraps of gCIl­

eral knowledgc which composcd his cntire cdllc.llion.4 ln ,u.ldition to his 

trading expcricncc, Mul.lammad 'Ali had heen cxpo!'-ed 10 thL' military ser­

VIce. His family on his father's side had bcen involvcd in milit,IJY service lor 

tluee gencrations, which probahly contrihutcd to his intcrest in this proks-

sIon. Whcn he was involvcd in a campaigll aga1l1!'-t Ihe peasants who rdllsed 

to pay taxes, hc di~tinguishl'd himsc1f with hi~ couragl'.S Ilis !'-lJ(.'l'l'SS in 

undcrtaking this job brought him to the attention 01 hi:-. sllpcrior~ who pro-

motcd him to thc rank 01 ('ommander of a corvette who~e joh \Vas to cha~l' 

pirates in thc Aegcan Sen.6 

France's occupation of Egypt 111 17<JX ~trcl1gthcned hi!'- l'hoice in a mili-

tary career; he enlistcd as .\11 offiœr in '.Il1 Alhanian contingellt which joined 

the Ottoman and the British forces in their military ellorts to drive the 

French out of Egypt.7 T'he pn"\vince of Cavalla furnished a lOntingent !'-ent to 

3 In 1787 he marricd a wealthy divorcee, and with her Illoney he n':!'-lIllled 
the business in tobacco. 10hn C.B. Richmond, t,:!?\'l't, /78CJ-/CJ52: lia 
Adl'ance towards Modem fdentity (London: Methuen, 1(77), 17. 

4 Arthur Edward Weigall, A History of El'ellts in f<;gvpt Jrom /798 to /9/4 
(Edinburgh: W. Blackwood and Som" 1(15), 46. kan and Sirnol1nc 
Lacouture, Egypt in Transitioll trans. Francis Scarfe (New York: Cri­
tcrion Books, 1(58), 50. 

5 Adward Jawan, Misr fi al-Qam al-Tii.\'f Ashr trans. Muhammad Mas'ud 
(Cairo: n.p., 1921):321-322. . 

6 Marsot, Egypt III the Rei!?ll, 26. 'Abd al-Rahman /,aki, 'f'iJrîklz al-llar/J Jï 
'A/ut MlI~ammad 'Ail (Cairo: Dar aI-Ma'ürif, ](50), ]0. . 

7 In January 1799 Britain adhercd to a Hu!'-!'-o-Turki!'-h Jkleme Trcaty 01 
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J ',gypt undcr the command 01 the (iovernor's son 'Ali Agha, with Mul}ammad 

'Ali a:-. hj~ Jieutenant.~ 'AH Agha, however, could not adjust to the drastic 

change in the cJimate, particularly during the sea-operations in Egypt. More­

over, he was also disgusted hy the difficulties of the military operations he 

cngagcd at Ahü Qir and other places. At last, he decided to return to 

Cavalla Icaving Mul~ammad 'Ali in commandY The Anglo-Ottoman forces 

landcd in J ~gypt in March 1801. In cooperation with the British forces, the 

Alhanians plundcred the open country and occupied places not held by the 

Frem;h troops. In this military mission, Mul.lammad 'Ali showed his talent as 

a good ('olTImander and cventually aUracted the attention of the Ottoman 

high commando Thus, il was not surprising that he was appointed as one of 

the two ollicers in command of the Albanian troops who formed th(,~ main 

strength 01 the (Htoman foree. lO 

Tluec months arter the operation began, the French force eould be 

pu shed out 01 their positions by the combined forces. The French and the 

British finally agreed to sign a Treaty of Amiens on 27 Mareh 1802, in whieh 

~ 

Decemher 179R whieh guaranteed the eventual restoration to Turkey of aIl 
her possessions as they werc bcfore the French invasion of Egypt in July 
179K M.S. Anderson, The Great POH'ers and the Near East (London: 
Edward AnHlld, 1970), 21. 

Don<lld Andreas Cameron, Egypt in the Nineteenth Centllrv (London: 
Smith Flder and Sons, 1898), 4f-4~. . 

9 Rînîh üattüwÎ and J Jrj Qattawi, Muhammad 'Ali wa Awrubii (Cairo: Dar 
al-Ma'ilrir; 1952), 42. Muliammad ';Xli and the rest of the Ottoman forces 
\Vere dcfcatcd by the French army at Abü Qir and driven to the sea where 
they werc picked up by Smith, the British AdmiraI. Cameron, Egypt in 
the Nilletel'llIlz Celltllry, 42. Raymond Flower, Napoleon to Nasser: The 
Story (~f lWodern E!?ypt (London: Tom Staeey, 1972), 58. 

10 Tom l.ittle. Modern EKl'Pt (New York: Frederiek A. Praeger, 1967), 31. 
Il \Vas in the battle of al-Rahmanîyah wherc he showed his ingenuity in 
carryillg out a l1ight attack Ul)On the fort hcld by the French. Weigall, A 
1 IJ.\fOfy 0/ Fl't'Ilts. 50. Cameron. E~ypt in tlze Nineteelllh Centllry, 50. 



they declared that Egypt was to he restored 10 the Ottoman Sul!i1n and the 

Frcnch forcc to be evacuated l'rom 1 ~gypt.ll The expulsion of the Frl'l1Ch and 

the departure of the British l~ creatcd intrigucs, plots and l'ounkr plots 

among thc eontcndcrs for power in Egypt. In appearancl', thnc wcrl' two 

parties seeking the possession of Egypt: the Ottomans and the MllttlItïA",.13 

In faet, the situation was l'ven more complÎLa1cd sinee thcsl' parties \Vere 

split into swallcr factions: the Ottoman faction was split into two, I\w A\hani­

ans and the Turks; likcwise thc Mamlnks werc split into two fadions, olle 

faction undcr Am Bey, and thc other nominally under IhrühÎ;n Bey who had 

turncd ovcr thc command to 'UthmJn Bey al-BardîsÎ. The lïr:-.t l'onllid, a~ 

was cxpectcd, brokc out bctwcen the Turks and the MamlüA..\'. 

Mul~ammad 'Alî, who was nominally in the service 01 the ()ltOIl1:dl 

Viceroy, sided with the Mamlnks, Ilot \Vith Khusruw Pa~ha, the ()ttolll.lll 

Governor of Egypt. This is due to the tact that Muhammad 'Ali IOlllld in 

Khusruw points of weakness. Ile had bad relations with the population ilS 

weIl as with the army. In the first years 01 his office in Egypt, he l\llp()~L'd 

arbitrary taxes on thc populatioll and made a crucial mislake 01 Ilot payill~ 

the arrears of the army's salary for rive months. 14 Due to these rL'as()n~, the 

11 J.C. Hurewitz, Diplomacy III the Near and Middle East: A J)oclimellllllY 
Record, 1535-1914 1 (Princeton New Jersey: D. Van Nostrand, l%h), 
71. 

12 Thc British forccs were cvacuated in March lx03 10 restorc Brilain's 
rclationship with the Sultün. Stallford J. Shaw, Ifistory (JJ the Ottomall 
Empire and Modern Turkey 1 (Cambridge Massachusetts: Ilarvard Uni­
versity Press, 1977), 270. 

13 The Mamlûks naturally Iookcd forward to the restoration 01 their pre­
Napoleonic supremacy. The Ottoman government, on the other hand, 
cqually hoped to restore its clTective authority a~ it had exi~lL'd in earlier 
timc, Jamal Mohammed Ahmed, 11ze Intellectual Ortgms of I~kvpl/(m 
Nationali.wn (London: Oxford Univer~ity Pre~s), 40. 

14 Dodwcll, The Founder, 14. 
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army mutinied in the city of Cairo. Tâhir Pasha, the Commander of the 

Alhanian army, placed his forces in clear confrontation against Khusruw 

when the latter rcfused Tâhir's otfer to mediate for him. Tahir Pasha led his . . 
army in an attack on the Governor's residence in the Citadel and drove him 

out of the city. 15 ')'0 provide more support on his side, 'fahir Pasha called in 

the Mamlflk\' for he realized that he cou Id not control Egypt without their 

additional strength. 16 However, Tahir Pasha was murdered by the Gover­

nor's supp()r~ers, the Janissaries. 17 Mul}ammad 'Ali, his second in command, 

took his place, leading the Albanian army and the Mamlük forces against the 

Turks. 

The Sul!an dispatchcd anothcr Govcrnor, 'Ali Pasha, to replace the 

dcpo~ed Khusruw. Rcaching Egypt, 'Ali Pasha launched an intrigue to cre­

ale ellmity hL'twccn the Albanians and the Mamlüks. When he expressed his 

wish to coopcrate with Mul}ammad 'Ali in a plot against the Mamlüks, 

Mul.lammad 'Ali refused. He, instead, informed al-Bardîsi of 'Ali Pasha's 

trcachery and provokcd him to depose 'Ali Pasha in return. AI-Bardîsî was 

tl apped by Mul}ammad 'Alî's provocation when he mobilized his army to 

aUack 'Ali Pasha and assassinatc him in January 1804. 18 The alliance of the 

15 Sulaimün al-Ghannâm, Siyiisat Muhammad 'Ali al-Tawassu'îyah (Jiddah: 
Ma Uibi' Dar al-Bilâd, 1980), 16.' With the tlight of Khusruw Pasha, 
T.thir Pasha proclaimed himsclf as the deputy Governor pending the 
dccision of the Ottomans. Cameron, Egypt, 60. 

16 Ile re(Juested the Mamlüks 1 aid for the Ottoman army stationed in Egypt 
had sttll the potential to back up Khusruw and refuse to obey his rule 
when the time for his ascendance as Governor came. See Qattawî, 
MU~Ulmm{ld 'Ali, 44. .. 

17 M uhal11ll1ad 'Ali was accused of being the person responsiblc for Tahir's 
ass(i~sination for he nccded Tâhir's position as the Commander-in' Chief 
of the Alhanian forces. Cameron, Egypt in the Nineteenth Centllry, 60. 

IX Dodwcll. nlC FOllmler. 14. 
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Mamlüks and the Albanians was weanllg thin. by the time 'Ali l'ash.t \Vas 

replaced by the thinl Governor, Khurshid Pasha. 'l'hL' Alhani.lI1~ hq~.lI1 to 

confront al-Bardîsî, due to his failure to pay thcir arrears, Nol Ill'anng in 

mind the already cxtraordinary tax-burdcn on the population. hl' eXl'lTised 

the Mamlüks' tradition of imposing further taxati(~~l.l'J Mul~(lIl11nad 'Ali made 

the best of al-Bardîsî's worse situation when he did not allow .t1-Bardisi to 

rai se funds l'rom the tax. As Mul}ammad 'Ali knew the population would 

refuse to pay any tax since thcy had nothing lell to pay taxe!'-. 'l'hl' puhlic 

uprising, therefore, was as unavoidablc as the army's mutiny tlwr the p.ty­

ment of their arrears. By obstructing al-Bardisî\ initiative, Mul,lal11lJlad 'Ali 

had also won the syrnpathy d the popuiation, '1'0 secure his pO~lt)()n, Ill' lol­

laborated with native leaders: the 'lllllmü', the not.tblcs and tllL' .,I/(I/MI.' , 

Sharing cornmon intcrests with Mul.lammad 'Ali, the head 01 thl' Il.ttivc kad,· 

crs, 'Umar Makram, gave his lull support l\) hin1.~O \VIth lills poplllaJ ~,llp-

port, he for.:cd al-BardîsÎ and his Mam/ük.\ tn lice lo lJppn l'.gypl kavil1!:', 

himscll' in sole control in Cairo.21 

'1'0 prepare the way for his own ascendance, Mul,lamlllad 'Ali hat! proved 

his talent in inciting onc sector of society against the other, ellcouragillg "oth 

thc Turks and the Mamlük.5 to dcvour olle another. H was il l'l'lIIarkahk 

achievcment that in the spacc of the four years that he servet! in Lgypt a:-. a 

19 He levied the tax not only on the Egyptian merchants hut also Oll the lor­
cign traders. Qa~!awî, Mu~ammad 'Ali, 45. 

20 'Umar Makram had a hi~'h standing as a native leader of I·.gypt a~ carly 
as the end of the cightccmh ccntury whcn he hecame the leadlllg partici­
pant of the mass revoIt of 1795 against IhrühÎm, th en Mllm/rtk 1111er of 
Egypt, and of 1800 against Napoleon. For more dctaiJ:., sec hll'id Ahu 
Hadîd, Za'lm Misr al-Awwal 'Umar Makram, ( :airo: 1 )i1r al-Ilrlal, 
1'951). . 

21 Abd al-Rahmfl11 al-Rüfj'i, Tiirlkll al-Harakah 1I1-QlllI'II/Îwll Il'lt "/a/{(\\')\'/tl 

al-Ni~iim a1-Hukml Ji Ml,~r (Cairo: Dar al-I·'jkr, 1 ()4X ), -2XX-2(J3, ' 
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junior ollicer in the Ottoman army, he had removed his rivais and won the 

attention and recognition 01 the population. The Ottoman Sul!ân, however. 

did not let Mu~ammad 'Ali's growing intluence go unchceked for this would 

endanger the Ottoman interests. For this purpose, Mul}amtnad 'Ali was 

named as the (Jovernor 01 Jiddah in May 1805.22 Knowing that he was so 

close to controlling Egypt. Mul~ammad 'Ali did not enthusiastically aeeept 

the new ollicc.23 Ile knew the fertility of the Egyptian land and the immense 

potential and power that lay ahead. ! le also saw the strategie and commercial 

position of 1 ~gypt situated at the cross-roads of tluee continents with the 

desert and the sea a~ its protcctive frontiers. Muhammad 'Ali decidcd to 

remain in Egypt, and in return he had to deal with Khurshîd Pasha. It was 

Ilot dillïcult tor him to obtain victory over Khurshîd, as he had donc to the 

previous (Îovefllors. 

Ilaving failcd to securc for himsclf a sufficicnt financial base, the Gover-

nor encountcrcd the same fatc as had his predcecssors. Mul}ammad 'Ali at 

first incited the army that felt discontented with Khurshîd. The soldicrs 

rioted on Mul.lammad 'Alî's official ceremony of investitude demanding the 

payment l'rom him. Since the Governor was the only pcrson rcsponsible for 

the payment of their arrears, Mul}ammad 'Ali cncouraged the army to put 

their (kmands to Govcrnor.24 Pressed by the army's demand, the Governor 

had to tind a source of funding. Whcn his attempt to collect the land tax was 

impossihlc. he acted as a tyrant 10 the merchants and sccured inlerest of the 

22 Ahmcd. n,e Intel/ee/ual Origins, 7. 

23 Il. M. lIozicl. The Russo-Till kislz War ami the Histon' of Eastern Que . ..,'-
tion (London: William Mackenzie, 1908), 185. -

::!4 KarÎm 'l'sühit. Muhammad 'Ali, (Cairo: Matba'al al-Ma'àrif, n.d.), 31. 
Jawàn. i"li.~r fi 1I1-QllIn al-J'ibl' 'As"". 106. . 
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large towns. lIis methods \Vere not poplliar. and tlwy kt! 10 Illas~ gtlC-

vances. l'copie cxprcssed thcir hatrcd in May 11-:05 wheI1 ('aito wa~ lillcd 

with the maIcontcnt deput.ltions from the provinces. ~5 

The mob approached the high l'ourt 01 jll~til'L' 10 lodgl' thl'II l,li Ill," l'(llll­

plaint against thc GoverIlor. When thc masses \carnt thal tlll' (iOVL'I"lllH ~l'Ilt 

no answer, a dcputation headed hy Slwikh al-Shal qawÎ. tlll' I{cctol 01 a/·,l~­

har, and 'Umar Ma~ :-am went straight to Mul!é1111111.1d 'Ali (kl'l,lI illg that tlwy 

wishcd no longcr to be governcd hy Khurshîd Pasha, .md they 1IIldnilll(l1l~ly 

askcd him to serve a~ Govcrnor.26 At this time, Muhammad 'Ali alll1o~t ~11l'-

cc cd cd in making il c1ear swcep of his opponenl. 'l'Ill' 'lI/tl/lllÏ', \Vho l'(lIl~II-

tutcd the main clements against the i"rench and thc /\/ill1l/II/, \. IlO\V dllvckd 

thc mass struggle against Khurshîd Pasha. Ilavill!; the ,,/all/(/' 011 hi:-. :-'Ilk 

was vcry important since M ul.lammad 'AI i needcd a I>,,~e r ooll'd i Il t hl' rd ig­

ious clite who functiolled in the society as the plOll'L'lors 01 tradltloll alld thl' 

guardians of thc establishment.27 KlllJrshid Pa~ha linaIly ~lInendcred Ilot fi .... 

a resuIt of the public pressure, but owing to the arrivai 01 the Sultall'~ lirman 

ordering him to surrender and Mul!ammad 'Ali to take over the ( 'itadel.2X 

25 Tsâbit, MII/!a1llmad 'All, 35. 

26 Tom Little, Modem Eg)'pl, 31. Jawün, Mi.~r jï al-Q(l1II (/1-'/il\1 Âsltr, 
309. 

27 Their support was motivated by certain intcre:-.l~ in which they expcctcd 
Muhammad 'Ali to rule thc country in consultation wlth thclIl and to givc 
them authority to dcposc him whenevcr he diverted 110111 the right path. 
al-Ghannâm, Qirii'ah Jadidah, 17. The 'ulllll/jj'. who were at the ~all1c 
time landowners and involved in trade, wOlild cxpecl lrom him the Cc()­

nomic protcction they lost during the reign 01 the MlIlIllüA.\. Iklorl' 
Muhammad 'AIî's ru le , the Mamlüks had cxorh:d alld impmcd lorccd 
loaris on thc 'lI/amü'. This, of course, placed il heavy burdcn Oll lhem. 
By nominating Muhammad 'Ali, they l"xpected that he wOll)d Iree th(';111 
from that burden .. Afaf Lutli al-Sayyid Marwt, "') he Ulema III )',gypt 
during the Nincteenth ('entury," in PO/lIlCll/ (Ind ,~()('I(11 Chill/ge III ,~I()d­
ern E[{vpt, cd. P.M. !lolt (London: (hlord lJniver:-.ity, 1 <)()i), 21'2-275. 
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Mul.lal11mad 'Ali, however, could not expect !-.trong recognition lrom the 

Sul~an. This recognition did littIe to strengthcn his po~ition within 1 ~gypt. 1 le 

could not expect ncithcr troop rcinforcemcnts nor cven constant moral sup-

port lrom Istanhul, as it was indicated hy the way the Ottomans treated his 

predecessors 111 1 ~gypt. The hall-hcarted policy practiced by the Ottomans 

was dcarly c>.presscd in thc condition of his appointment that limitcd his ter­

ritorial authorily.29 That thc Ottomans wantcd to displace Mul}ammml 'Ali is 

rcllccted hy thc Sul!an's dccision to name him Governor of Jiddah and latcr 

of Salonika.30 ln July IH06, the Sul!an scnt four warships and a f10tilla with 

about :1000 men ululer Admirai ~<ilily Pasha to enforee the new arrangement 

hy which M ul.lammad 'Ali was to he transferred to Salonika.:'1 For Mul}am­

mad 'Ali, it was not an appropriatc time to ohey the imperial order for he 

had strcngth hdlind hilll. Ilis army was quite ready to move, and thc native 

Icadcl s \Vere working out his dcliverancc. MulYlmmad 'Ali could provc his 

popular ~llpport when the native leaders signed a manifesto protcsting against 

Muhammad 'AIî's tran~fcr. The manifesto was sealed and sent to Salih . . . 
Pasha.J2 What he had ohtained l'rom the native leaders forced a concession 

in which ~ftlil.l Pasha agrccd that Mul}ammad 'Ali could rctain his post on thc 

condition that he l'laid a large sum of moncy annually, whilc his son, lbrahim, 

was taken to Istanbul as a hostagc until Mul.lammad 'Ali sent the full pay­

ment of that trihllte to the Sultan33 A month after the return of Sülih Pasha . . . 

2X Q a~!üwÎ. MII~lllml1lad 'Ali, 48. 

29 DodwelI, 11lf FOU/Iller of Modern Egypt, 20. 

30 l'suhit, Mullllmmmi 'Ali, 43. 

31 Rifaat, lhe AlI'llhfllillg of Modern Egypt, 20. 

,.,., 
.~.~ 1 )ue lo his e>.ik. Ihrühim always influenccd his fathcr to round an Arab 
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to Istanbul in Nowmher I~06. the Sultan l'Onlllïlll'd Iw, uillel.'. ,md lllt' l'Oll-

firmation \Vas made sccure hy the dcath 01 Iw, two Mall/lilh rivais. Ali i Iky 

and al-Bardîsî. 34 

Egyptian affairs were never i:--olakd IWIIl 1 :UWPI',11l lllollltollllg. 'l'hl.' 

ascendance of Mul.1ammad 'Ali to the oflicc 01 (JOVLTI101 dIt! Hnl pk""l' the 

British. The British miscalculated hi:-- !'.trcllgth ,1Ild, therdoll'. 1I1llkllllllll'd 1,,:-. 

ability to maintain his power in Fgypt. 35 TIlL'y (lld Ilot rl'all/l' 111.lt tllI' Mtlll/-

llïks whom they had encouragcd as rivaIs to Mul.ldmmad 'Ali Il,ul lo!'.t thell 

past chivalry. They never rehuilt their military prowl'''S dC:-.tlOyl'd hy N "pole-

on's campaign. By that time, the Ilumher 01 thl' MlIl1l//Ï/~.\ dit! 1101 l':\t'I.'l·d kil 

thousand.30 In spite of this, the Briti"h helieved that thl' ilIum/II/,.\ I\.'III.tilll'd 

the only possible basis 101' etleclive local govcrnl11cIlt. l\!"':--t'I, thl' BIIII"h 

Consul in Egypt, suggested ail invd~I()I1 in COOpCI.ttIOIl Wllh thl' HlIfII/II/,\.37 

Hence, a project tn indm:c Ihe Ottomans 10 cOllier UpOIl tht' M(//lIltï/\ Iky" 

Empire separated l'rom the OttO/TI,\I1 Fmpirc. Alal l ,ulli aJ-SaYYHJ Mar­
sot, A Short Hlstory of Mot/nll EMypt (Cambridge: ('amhridgl' lJllivl'l :--lly 
Press, 1985), 5'). 

34 Raymond F1ower, Napoleon to Nas.\er, ~O. Ahd al-I{ahllldll :;,ak.i, "l-ja­
ish al-Misrî fi 'Ahd Muhammad 'AIî al-Ka/JÎr « 'airo:' Matha'ah Ilij,lIÎ, 
1929), 15:' . . 

35 Unlike the British, the French ('ollsul in 1 ~gypt. MathiL'u dL' l ,L'~:--ep:-., 
vicwcd that of ail the leaders in the lield, Muhammad 'Ali wa:-- the he:-.t 
equippcd for raising Egypt t'rom anarchy. J ,;Icouture. F!-!'YI'I III liaI/­
siNon, 51. 

36 al-Ghannam, Siyâsat Muhammad 'A1î, l(l. Whcll the Mamluk.\ el1COlln­
lere(! the French in the IjattIe of Pyramids, :-.ome 20,(H)O MlIlIlltïk.'l PCI­

ished in the battIe-1ield. Apart l'rom the milttary dc/eat agajn~t the 
French, the faet that the OttOlnan SuItün had l'ut them from thcir ~,ourcc 
of supply in the Caucaslls contributed' suhstantial decline 01 the Mamill/( 
population. Valentine Chirol, nit' Egrptiun PlOhlem.\ (I,ondon: Macmil­
lan, 1921), 3. Gregory B1axland, OIJjecIÎI'e: I~"gypt (J ,00ulon: J''n:derick 
Muller, 1960), 43. 

37 Paul Frcderick Shupp, "The J :uropean P()wer~ and the J ':a:--1crn <)ue!'.tioI1, 
1800-1X07," (Ph.D. di:-.s., Columhia Univcr:--ity. New York, 1 (n 1), 334, 
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the adlllllll:-,tratioll 01 the country aro!'>e. 'J he project WélS in part provoked by 

the i:-':-'lIe 01 the J-rench rec()l1que~t 01 I~gypt. Nelson who was the Com-

mander of the Briti:-.h navy was warned to he on the watch for any cxpedition 

eastward. 3X 

The project lor a Briti!'>h occupation of Egypt was accclerated hy thc 1'act 

that the ()lloman!'> rd u:-.ed to ally with the Mamlüks, while at the same time 

they recognized the great continental victories of Napoleon. 39 In March 

] X07, thercfore, a ~mal1 Briti~h army under General Frazer landed in Alexan-

dria. Alcxandria and Rashid werc occupied without encountcring any rcsis-

tance. Mcanwhile, MlIJ.lammad 'Ali dispatched an Albanian army of four 

thou:--and intantry and liltccn hundred cavalry for the rl'Capture of Rashîd. In 

thi!'> hattle, Muh,llllmad 'Ali was able to humiliatc the British who lost one 

hall 01 lheir army in the hattle.40 In Septemher ]X07, the British evacuated 

Alexandria and made a separate peaee with Mul}ammad 'AH. Mul}ammad 

'Ali who hall helped the Briti~;h humiliate the French in ]XOl, had now, with­

out help, inllicted an l'ven greater humiliation upon the British.4~ 

With the dekat of the British, Muhammad 'Ali now turned to thc Mam-

Irtks who had ohtained a strong ho1d on Upper Egypt. Mul}ammad 'Ali did 

not want to sel' the Mamltïks. as a politica! and social group, bccoming the 

l'ornerstone 01 a dual structure in Egypt. AIthough thcy had lost thcir mili­

tary p' cstige, thcy still had political power based on thcir hold OVer land. In 

~s Dodwcll, n,t' FOlllu/er. 22. 

~<) 'l'hl' Sultiïn l'ven rccognized Napolcon's impcrial titIc. Shupp, "The 
1 ~uropl.'ail Powers." 6X. 

40 (icorgc Young. E.:~ypl. (New York: Scribncr and Sons, 1927), 39. 

-II /\1-( ihann;ll11. Si\'ii.\lll Mulwmmlld 'AU. 17-18. For the text of the Trcaty 
:-Cl' Zaki. til-hw:" al-Misri. IX. 
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Jallllary I~OX. MlIl.larnmad 'Ali wa~ tlllle 10 hegin ,1 :-ennll:-' l'Ilolt ln dc"tlOv 

the Mam/LÏAs' power in Upper I~gypt. 'lllL' :-truggk LI:-.h.'d Iwo )'l'tlr:-, and by 

the end of IXIO. the Mllmhïk,' hat! bCl'n clkl'livdy \\edkelll'd:~~ 'l'hl' hlul ad 

or the destruction took place whe'11 1\1111.1aIl1Il1t1d 'Ali ((1\'Ill'd ,dl Ihl' '\/oll//ïil\,\ 

on the occa~ion of cckllr<ltillg the' appointment 01 111:-' :-'011, ï'u:-'lII1, ,h ( \lJll-

mander of the Arabian cdmp,ugn 111 1\larch IXII. Allel the cclebratlon Wd" 

over, the MlIm!tï/\.\' were as~asslllalL'd in thl' ('j'adel.'-U 'l'hl' Il':-.I 01 Ihl' ;\!1I111-

ltïks who did not attend the celehration lied to J)lmgaltl to dVOld hl'lIlg Ill:t:-':-d-

cred, 'J'here. they round il good livdlhood controlllllg P,II ( 01 thl' '\udalll':-'l' 

and ))arlllr trade. Theil' presence 111 thl' Sudan \Vd:-' one 01 tlll' 111011Vl':-' Ihat 

led Mul.lammad 'Ali to conquer Ihl' country III IX20:1.l 1\lul.ldlllllldd Ali \Va" 

now the lIndisrutcd rulcr 01 )'gypt. 'l'hl' French ,1Ild thl' BI itl:-.h \Wrl' out III 

the way. and internai opposition:-. hdd hel'n lTU:-.hl'tl. III lull l onllol. ~,lllhdlll-

mad 'Ali \\'mrld u~e ail re~ollrce:-. ni I:gypt a:-. .1 \h'.tpOIl III thl' "llll~Fil' llll 

greatness and power. 

2. Muhammad 'Ali's Rdorms . 
A. Introduction 

Whcn Muhammad 'Ali took over as Viceroy nI '·.gypt, hl' 100llld the 

Egyptian administration in a chaotic statc, The linance:-. 01 the country Wl'n.' 

42 Richmond, EgYPl, 40, 

43 The massacre took place as the Mam/Li/(.\ mOllnted their hor!\c .... alld rmk 
away down the narrow lane of the (:itadel. When they h.td pa ........ cd the 
gate of the lane, the gate was closed and !\harp!\ho()tcr~ po .... ll'd III the 
walls mowed them down. Only one of the Maml/Ï/\,\ e!\caped 1 rom tlll.., 
massacre, Ibid" 40-41. 

44 Sel' 1 ,uboss Kroopacck, "'J'l.e ('onlrontation 01 ) )arlllr wllh the 'lllfc()-1 ',­
gyptians undcr the Viceroys: Muhammad i\li, !\bba!\ f and NI uhallllllad 
Said," ASlllll ancl Afnc:an S!wiLe.\ fi ()<)70), 77. 

1 
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wCclk, it~ ecollol11y "Iwtkrcd. il:-. army scattered and untraincd. The educa-

tion,t! ~y~klll 01 the coulltry was outmoded and industry nowhcre to be seen. 

Agriculture, which wa:.. the main~tay of the economy, was in a dismal state, 

and the land wa~ untended and, in places, ahandoned.45 The irrigation sys­

tCIl1~ had léllkn into decdy owing to lack of maintenancc.46 In short, the 

country wa~ ~ulkril1g lrom many ilb. In Egypt, where Mul.laInmad 'Ali 

carnc to power. li!'c was hai'ardous, and the government was derelict. 

Althollgh the conditioll:-' 01 the country were so devastated,47 Mu]}ammad 

'Ali wa:-. Ilot di:-.couraged lor Egypt to him was very important. 1'0 pay the 

pl iee of hi~ lovc lor I:gypt. he would have to work tirelcss]y in order to 

rl'lnult! il Irom the ncglcct of the earlier rulers.48 

45 

B. Agrarian Reform 

During 1110:-.t (JI' the eighteenth century, Egypt lost much of ils prospcrity. 
The rival Mllmlnk'Î cau!'>ed an 1I1creasing amount of land to faH out of 
cllItivatioI1. The merciless exploitation by the multa'âms of the fallahîn 
al~() cnnlribllted to thcir neglcct of the cultivation of large stretchcs' of 
land. 1 Il the ten years betwecn 1798-1808 alone, the cultivated area is 
said to have declined hy two-thirds. Cezzar Ahmcd Pasha. Ottoman 
HKypt in the EiKhteentlz Cellfury trans. Stanford J. Shaw, (Cambridge 
Massachusetts: ] larvard University Press, 1962), 5. Elliot G. Mears, 
Mot/clIl ll/lhey: A l'olttlco-Ecollomic Interpretation (New York: Mac­
millan. 19:!4). 155. 

,J(, TheMalllltïf.....neglcctcdtlll.maintenance of the irrigation and drainage 
ditchl':-'. They let the canals :-.ilt up and the irrigation decay. The normal 
distrihution 01 waln lapsed. One village fought another village for the 
right to a water canal. Afaf Lutfi al-Sayyid Marsot, "The Wealth of the 
Ull'm<l in lale Eightccnth Century Cairo," in Studies in Eighteentlz Cefl­
fIIry /stamic HiMory ed. Thomas Nan and Roger Owen, (Carbondale: 
Southcrn Illinois University Press, 1977), 205. Samir Girgis, The Pre­
d011l111111lct' of the Islllllllc Tradition dUflng Bonaparte 's Expedition 
(lkrn: lIerhert Lang. 1975). ;'7. 

47 'l'Ill' de\'a~tation of the country l'an he illuslratcd by the population of 
Fgypl in I~(K) whieh l'cached ils lowest point in history, pcrhaps ha]f of 
ib "neient number. Justin M. Carthy. "Ninctecnth-Century Egyptian 
Populatinll." Mit/dIe r~'a,\{t'm Srutlit's 12 (Octobcr, 1976). and sec J .C. 
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IX 

Among the ills Egypt sullèred tmm, tlw statll~ 01 agricllltll,'c \\'d~ the 

mnst .tcute, and it nccded imI1lcdiate attention. The sy:-.tcm 01 lando\Vlll'l ship 

in Egypt \Vas in disarray. As a lcgacy of the past, it had creatnl lots of proh-

lems, especial1y with the emergence or a numl)!'(" 01 pmpri .... ,tors, 1 ir~t the 

Mamlrtks, who paid littlc tax on land and its produce, followell by tb" f1/1I[{{l­

zims, the tax farmers. 49 Sincc the Mllmlüks and the ItlUllll';.III1S pait! a Vl'Iy 

small sum to the government for the use 01 the land, the n'suit was t hat tlH-

governmcnt was al ways short of revenues for its own use. lt was maillly lor 

this reason that the government cmployees, includillg the army, oill'Il \WIII 

unpaid for indefinite periods.50 

Mul~ammad 'Alî rcalized the disadvantages 01 basing the cxi~ting rCVl'lllll' 

system on the iltizlun. 51 The vices inhcrent in the ~ysfcll1 cOl/Id not escape 

his attcntioll for he needcd money to linance hi~ plans. 'J'wn yC:tl s (lItCI Ill' 

------------

48 

Craig, IIThe Ccnsus of Egypt," L'Egyptien COlllt'llIpOllllllC X (J')17). 

He cxpressed his love for Fgypt bluntly when he sait!: "1 loV\.' Fgypl 
with ardour of a lover, and if 1 had ten thousand loves, 1 would wllllllgly 
sacrifice them to possess her." Chirol, '1l1e h:gVptlllfl Proh/clIl, Il). 

49 Even in the first years of Muhammad 'Alî's control over 1 ;,gypt, the lIlul­
tazims were still unable to puy the :-,ums demanded by the lixed tax. 
Kenneth M. Cuno, "Owncrship of Land in 1 ~~Yrl: ;\ H.èarrrai ... al," fille/­
national Journal of Middle East Studies 12 (1~X(), 257. 

50 Muhammad Salim Ahmad, "Agrarian Problems of Nmetccnth (:enlllry 
Egypt," Journal of tlze Research SOCletJ' of Pa"J'itall, IX (April, I<)XI). 
55. 

51 After the conquest of Egypt by the Ottomans in 1517, the cntire cultiv­
able land other th an waqf lands was divided inlo parcd:-, and di~tnhllll'd 
among the dignitaries on the iltiziim system ha ... is. II.A. R. (iibh and 
Harold Howen, bilamie Society and the West: A Suuly of t!lc III/pact (J/ 
the Westelll CiVllizatio/l on Mu.~lim Clilture Ln the Near I~'a\( ] (I,()flllon: 
Oxford University Press, 1(51), 259. An lltl<.imz wa:-, an c ... lalc whiclJ 
was granted to the higbest hiddcr at an auction or hy Illcan" 01 Il pnvatc 
arrangement with the governrncnt bureau in charge of land rl'gl~tr;lti()ll. 
Helen B. Rivlin, The Agncultural Po/zcy of Muillunmad Ali /Il j',f!,YIJ! 
(Cambridge: llarvard University Pres~, 19()1), 21.' 
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a:-,:-,ulTll:d rOwl:r, he i~sued the ordcr which aholishcd the iltizam system.52 In 

that ycar, iltizüm lands wcrc confiscated along with those lands who se occu­

rants had lailed to pay the propcr tithe on their produce. In the next few 

years, the mhyah lands were subjected to regular tax.53 Furthermore, 

Mul.lammad 'Ali confiscated waqf lands and gave the beneficiaries of the 

lVaqf lands annual pensions as a compensation.54 The waqf lands, which 

wcrc gencrally (ldministercd by the shaikhs and the 'ulama', were taken over 

hy Mul,1i.unmad 'AIi.55 Lands which were not converted into waqJ and held in 

lull oWl1ership were confiscated but were made subject to kharraj.56 

Although Mul.1'.lmmad 'Ali confiscated the iltizam lands and circumscribed 

the rights 01 hencficiaries to waqf lands, he left the peasantry in nominal pos­

ses~,:ion 01 their family holdings on the condition that they paid taxes and 

oheyed ail governmcnt regulations.57 

52 Muhammad 'Ali bc1ieved that only by abolishing the iltizüm system could 
he ,issure the maximum income from the revenue. This is due to the fact 
that the iltiziim system had become the major cause of the 10ss of rev­
enue. Gabriel Baer, A Historv of Landowllership of Modern Egypt, 
18()()-195(} (London: Oxford UnIversity Press, 1962), 3-4. Moshe Maoz, 
Ottoman Reforms in Syria and Palestine (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1968), 70. 

53 For the meaning of the llshyah see A.N. Pdiak, Feudalism in Egypt, 
Syrill, Palestin/! lInd the LebaIlOl:, 1250-1900 tLondon: Stephen Austin 
and Sons, 1939), 77. 

54 Tsiihit, Muhammad 'AU, 77, Muhammad 'Ali did not exclude the waqf 
lands l'rom his plans of reform. He confiscated at the same time the waqf 
estates known as lli-rizaq al-al!biisîyah Poliak, Feudalism in Egypt, 77. 

55 For Muhammad 'Ali. the value o~ waqJ bnd was ver~ substantial since 
one firth' of ail .trahle lands were waqf lands. Marsot, 'The Wealth of the 
Ulema," 298. 

56 Ahmad. "Agrarian Problems," 62. 

57 Patrick O'Brien, The Rel'ollition in Egvpt's Ecol1omy Sy.~tem (London: 
Oxford University Press, 1966), 38. . 
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The purposc of the agrarian rcform introdurcd hy Mul.lammad 'Ali \Vas 

to improve the amount of land owned by the govcrnmcnl This would PIO-

vide morc income and wealth needed to finance his projccts. In addition, tlll' 

abolition of the traditi(tflal system of iltiziim was intendcd to liquidatc 1 Ill' lor­

mer ruling class whose economic strength was (krived frol11 the "li~tÏm lands. 

By confiscating thcir propcrtics, thc 11111ltazims would lose tlll.'ir eCOll0111Ïc 

basis for a large proportion of agricultural incolllc that they llsed to diwrl 

away from the government would rail into the hands of Muhammad 'Ali. 

The mllitazims also lost l~.~ir political power over the cultiva tOI s onct' the 

iltiziim lands were removcd from thcir control.5X Thus, Muhammad ·Ali hall 

cut off the multazims' source of potcntial opposition to his total control of 

Egypt. 

Among the otller schemc:; ~!1:·t Mul.HlOlInad 'Ali devd'lpcd in an a~ll'mpt 

to increasc the agricuItural productivity was his plan ln c>.pand Ihe area 01 

cultivable land,59 to provide canals/i) and to introduce a perellnial irrigation 

58 The shaiklz al-balad, who became one of the multazim compollents, for 
example, used to exercise both economic as weil as political fUllctiolls 
among the village's folk. \Vhen the iltizüm was aholishcd, the slulikh al­
balad was integrated by Muhammad 'Ali into the governmcnt-controlled 
body. Gabriel Baer, "The Village Shaikh in Modern Egypt, IXOO-1950," 
in Studies in Islamic flistory and CivilizlltÎOIl cd. Uricl Ilcyd, (Icrusa­
lem: The Magnes Press, 1961), 130. 

59 During his rule, Muhammad 'Alî could providc 3-4 million~ jiuldün\. A 
faddlm is the unit ·01' land mcasuremcnt conesponding to one acre. 
Nathan J. Brown, Peasant Polities (New 1 raven: Yale Univen,ity Press, 
1924), 24. Henry Habib Ayrout, The t."RyptulIl P('(J.WlIlt trans. John 
Aiden William, (Boston: Beacon Press, 1963), )3ô-7. 

60 Muhammad 'Ali crcated ncw saqiyas and dykes. The Mllhmüdiyah canal 
was' re-excavated to providc a quick method 01 moving goods IrolIl the 
western branch of the Nilc to Alcxandria. Other canals werc ~lraighl­
ened and deepencd in ordcr 10 providc the fields with a regular :-.upply 01 
watcr, both summer and wintcr. Roger Owen, 1he Middle I~'(l,\'t and the! 
World Eeonomy (London: Methuen, 19X1), oC). Muhammad 'Ahd 
al-'A~~~ . 'Ajamiyah, Dirüsat fi al-Ta/ aWWUl ll'-lqti.~[J(lr «('airo: Dar 
al-Ma anf, 1963), 130. 
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system. 1 n the past, agriculture in Egypt depended largely on a system of 

hasin irrigation hy which the land was 1l00ded by the Nile in August and 

remained under tlood and fallow for six months of the year. 61 The introduc­

tion of a perennial system enabled the peasants to plant crops in their plot 

mor~ than once a ycar.62 l''urthermore, Mu~ammad 'Ali in 1813 ordered that 

il new survey of ail cultivable lands he made. He took particular care not to 

use the cxisting unit of measurement. He introduced a standard which was 

shortcr in length than the prcvious instrument of measurement.63 

ln order to increasc production and incotTIe, Mul}ammad 'Ali also intro­

duccd IlCW varietics of summer crops especially cotton.64 Thcse new 

varieties re!.)uired water during summer month. River banks, thereforc, were 

l.lised and strengthcncd, and Delta canals wcre deepened so as to ensure an 

adequatc supply of water the whole ycar round.65 The introduction of long-

61 The basin system which allowed the cultivation of one crop a ycar had 
onlya capacity to retain water for winter type crops, sueh as wheat, bar­
ley, heans, c1over, llax, tobacco and lettuce. A.E. Crouchley, "A Cen­
tury of Economic Developrncnt, 1837-1938," L'Egypte Contemporaine 31 
(March, 1939), 137-139. 

62· . Somctllnes, a pcrenmal system meant that a third c.op was possible in a 
givcn year. Brown, Peasant PoUties, 24. Robert Mabro. l'lIe Egyptian 
Ecol1omy, 1952-1972 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1974), 7. 

6J ln Egypt, the cultivable lands urgently required re-rneasurement. As a 
first stcp, Muhammad 'Ali fixed the limit area, the faddiin, at 333 1/3 
squarû qa:'i(lb{û~ and then ordered a uniform cadastar to be carried out 
Ululer the 'dircctor of Mu'allim Ghalî. He also empl~yed an ltalian engi­
neer, Masi, to prepare a cadastral map. H.a. Lyons, The Cadastral Sur­
l'ey of Egypt (Cairo: National Printing Department, 1908), 68. For the 
dctails of using the smallcr standard of given faddiin than the more cus­
tomary OIl'':S in the cadastral survey, see Cuno, "The Origins of Private 
Ownership/' L58. 

M Summer crops wcre introduced in 1816 earlier than that of cotton in 
IH20. Samir Radwan, Capital Formation in Egyptiall Indusfly and Agri­
clI/lllrt'. IS82-1967 (London: Ithaca Press, 1974), 20. 

65 ('hal \cs Issawi. Egypt: Ail Economie and Social Analysis (London: 
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staple cotton by the famous French cotton L'ng1l1L'l'r, .Jul1ll'l,hh Ill'Ipl'd 

Mul}ammad 'Ali ready to intensif y the cultivation 01 a highly mal kl'l.lhll' 

cash-crop for which Egyptian conditions werc most lavorahky7 The long 

Egyptian fibre Jumel was second only to the Aml'ricêlll Sl'a Island tor the 

manufacture of fine yarn. The Egyptian cotton, howevcr. l'ommandcd ~pl'­

cial market duc to its ccrtain characteristics. llamdy Icnglh and ~trl'I1glh 01 

lint, fine soft quality, silky texture and brown colour.üX 

By thc cnd of the cighteenth century when the machines for we,lving tcx-

tiles and the factory system were dcvrloped in Britain. thlTl' wa:-. .111 

increased demand for raw cotton. Thl~ rapid dl'vdopl11l'nt of l'otton plodllC­

tion due to its cash crop put Egypt in a good position.60 By thal lilllC, 

Mul}ammad 'Ali had accomplishcd profolllld rclorms in Egyptian agriculturl'. 

He had cxpropriated ail lands and urged farl1lers to incrcase production hy 

illtroducing ncw methods of cultivation ilnd a pcrennial irrigatioll ~y~kl11, 1 le 

also had directly collected land rcvenues and expanded cultivahle lalld~. 

Besides, machinery as well as tcchnicians were imported l'rom 1 ~lJropc 10 

Oxford University j>ress, 1947), 15. 

66 The French cngineer, Louis Alexis Jumcl, experimented with variou~ 
types of cotton plants and dcvcloped the famous strain that I>ears his 
name, Jumel. Rondo E. Camcron, France llnd the Hconomic f)('v('/op­
ment of Europe (Princeton: Princeton University Press, ]<)(,1), \V, Law­
rence Balls, The Cotton Plant in Egy!,!: Studies in PlzysÎ%gv and 
Genetics (London: Macmillan and Co., 1(12),3. 

67 P.J. Vatikiotis, The Modem lIi.\to/y (4 l'4ypt (New York: Praeger, 
1969),64. 

68 David Landes, Banker,..,' llnd Pashas: International Nnan('(' and h'('o­
nomic Imperialism in ngypt (London: Ileinemann, ]958), 74. John /\. 
Todd, "The Demand for Egyptian Cotton," L'Egyple COn/mll'0raill(, 1 
(March, 1910), 278. 

69 Landes, Bankers and Pasha,~, 75. 



t turn out cotton, woolcn silk, and other itcms.70 

Sorne of thcse rcforms, howevcr, had not been implemented without dif­

fieultic~. I:or example, the proccss of the abolishment of iltiziim was graduai 

and in rad took long tin:,! to complete. Only after several years that 

M ul.ullnmad 'Ali finally succeeded in taking over the ownership of lands ,md 

in collccting the taxes directly l'rom farrners through the agency of govern­

ment officiais without the intervention of the mliltazims.11 The government, 

having secured O1ost of the land, thcn gradually bcgan to transfer ownership 

rights tn private individuals.72 Undcr Mul?ammad 'Ali, large tracts of uncul­

tivated lands were granted to his relatives and fol1owers. 73 Presenting himsclf 

as a libcrator of the fallii~"in l'rom the control of the mliitazims, Mul.1ammad 

'Ali distributed among a certain number of fallii~lin sorne portion of lands, 

each receiving as much as tluee to rive acres for his own use.14 

M ulYlllll11ad 'Ali w(~s very enthusiastic ;lbout his various schemes of 

rdorms. Artel" he abolished the iltiziim system, he introduced a new system 

called the 'ululah system. The ncw scheme was to make the rich admini~tra-

70 Charles Issawi, "Egypt since 1800: A Study in Lop-Sided Development," 
The Journal of Economic HistOf)' 21 (1961), 5. 

71 Tsabi t, Mlf '!llm mad 'Ali, 77. 

72 {labricl Baer, Population and Society in the Arab East, (Westport Con­
necticut: Grcenwood Press Publishcrs, 1964), 139. 

TJ Not only were uncultivated lands granted to his family but also the best 
land in the Delta was given to them for private estates. These royal 
esta tes amounted to something 675,000 faddlms. Owen, The Middle 
Ellst in the World Economy, 78. 

74 This distribution was under a kind of hereditary lease in sm aIl lots to the 
,Illlliihin who in future were to pay tax direct to the government. Issawi, 
EgYI'·t: An Economie mut Social Analysis, 14. Alfred Bonne, States and 
Fconomics in the Middle East: A Sodetv in Transition (Westport Con­
necticut: (,rccnwood Press, 1973), 188. . 
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tors disgorge some 01 their weallh hy lon:ing IhL'1ll 10 lake on'I 11ll' Id\ Il .. hll­

ity of villages which were in arrears.75 The mlroductlOI1 ,',1 Ihe '1IIId"II sy~tL'11l 

was a step to encourage privatc oWllclship of land which wa~, uItimatdy he Ile­

ficial in building up large l'states. Many or the 'ulu/all h(lldcr~. hmw\'l'r. in 

order to escape payments to the govcrnment. starkd eonverting thcÎI hold­

ings into h'aqj: 76 

In addition to ail the things that Mul~amll1ad 'Ali had dOllL' in OIdn lu 

rcform thc agricuItural system, he establishcd a monopoly syslem. 77 i\ gov­

crnment monopoly, of course, had existed bdore. hut il appiicd only to l'cr­

tain goods and products. The monopoly that MuJ!<Imlllad 'Ali intlodueL'd 

was truly a total m,mopoly which gave him very exkn~lvl' nght:-. to llI:tn.lgL' 

agriculture. Mul!ammad 'Ali compelled peasants to allocelle paIl 01 thL,i, 

land to the production of crops designated lor export. 7X hlrthcllllOIC, thl' 

pcasants reccived dctailcd instructions 011 how the Ill'W l'rOp:-. !'-l1ould hL' 

75 Marsot, Egypt ill tlze Reig/l, 15g. Muhammad 'Ali alsn grankd :-.lJdchc:-. 
(out si de the surveyed areas) tax Iree til wealthy Egyptians and l()Jcigllcr~ 
on condition that the land should he brought intn cultivatlol1. In onler t() 
maximize the productivity of the land, Muhammad 'Ali, the 111':-'\ l'gyp­
tian ruler in Modern IIistory, l'ven permittei.l the roaming AI ah!'- \0 cuIti­
va te the skirts of the Nile valley. Bonne, States alld HC01l01ll/('S 111 tlil' 
Middle East, 195. Gabriel Baer, Studies in the Social J-1is/()/)' oi Modern 
Egypt (Chicag,): University of Chicago Press, 19(9), 5, 

76 Ahmad, "Agrarian Prohlcms," 65, Baer, A Hislor"v (Ji !,um/oll'/l('r"lul' , 
159. 

77 The replaccment came to thc hands of Muhammad 'Ali in 19B whell he 
replaced the system of iltizürn with that 01 ïhtikür (monopoly). Ahd al­
Raheirn Abd al-Raheim "Hazzl Quhuf: A Study of the Fcllahin 01 I·,~ypt 
in the 18th Century," Journal of the Economic and Social Ih\lor"v (Ji the 
Orient 18 (1975), 248. 

78 Thc govcrnrnent monopolized the sale and supervised the eultivation (,/ 
sevcral cash-crops which were produced mainly lor exporl. 'J'hw., the 
govcrnment compclled farmers to grow cotton, riel', ~ugar, indigo, and 
silk. Abd al-Rahman al-Râlï'î, 'Asr Muhammad 'Ali « 'airo: Matl>a' ah 
Fikrah, 1951), 631. Sec also Sayèd Marci, AwarulIl UeJurlll III 1';gvl" 
(Cairo: Imprimerie de l'Institut Francais d'Archeologie Orientale, J<)57). 
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pl antl..:d , tcndcd, and harYe~tcd. 'f he goverl1ment provided thcm with thc 

secd, and the animais \Vere sold to them on credit,79 The eultivators werc 

given no choice 10 scll thcir producc on the open markets or 10 sc!l al a com-

pctitiye priee. Thus, the governmcnt's demand was placcd on such high prior­

ity that the pea~anl was leU with only 1/6 shan: of his yield, which was hardly 

enough l'ven loI' per:-.onal consumption.80 With the system of economic 

monopoly, Mul.lammad 'Ali had made himself the sole titular landlord, the 

sole tax larmer and the solc forcign trader of Egypt. Ali the producc and 

propcrty of hgypt was eentralizcd and controllcd by the state.81 As a rcsult 

of this IllI )J1opoly system, there was rapid inereasc in thc volume and valuc of 

"

. 1 l'''' on.'lgn tnl( e. o -

The profits which Mul.1<lmmad 'AIî reapcd from the agricultural sector, 

however, \Vere nol dedicated to improving thc welfare of the peasants.83 Thc 

bcnctib were direekd toward providing thc rcvenues requircd to p"y a rising 

volume of military, hureaucratic expenditure and an anImal tribute to thc 

Ottoman Sultan. S4 Mul~ammad 'Ali rcgardcd agriculture not as the means of 

79 O'Brien, nie Rellollition in Egvpt, 39. Al-Rafi'î, 'A~r MlI~ammad 'Alî, 
:DO. • 

XO Ahmad, "Agrarian Problems," 62. 

Xl Young, E!{rpt, 42. 
X.., 
l - The increase of cxport can be illustratcd by the volume of the export of 

cotton which amounted to 200,000 cantars in 1824 and 345,000 cantars in 
IX25. A.E. Crouchlcy, "The Devclopment of Commerce in the Reign of 
Muhammad 'Ali," L'Egypte Contemporaine, 28 (1937), 396-318. Issawi, 
"Egypt sinee IS(X): A Study in Lop-Sided Dcvelopment," 5. 

X~ Mul.uunmad Amin l,Iasünah, K(fii~l al-Sha'h (Cairo: al-~abal~, 1955), 87. 

X4 Agriculture was the primary source of the wealth from which the rev-
ellUes of the statc was mainly derivcd. With aIl the reforms in the agri­
cultural scctor that Muhammad 'Ali introduced, the revenues of the statc 
rose l'rom f ] million tô f 4 millions. Little, Modem Egypt, 35. For an 
allllUal triblltl' alone. Mlll.l<lmmad 'Ali was ohligcd to pay to the Ottoman 



sustenancc for the maJority 01 the )':gyptians hut .IS a \'a:-t domalll 01 support 

for soldiers and public onicial~. 'l'hl' reaction 01 the .ItllllÏ~lifi It~dl shO\wd in 

uprisings against the government. Such revolts brokc out in t,'vl.'ry ycar 

bctwccn 1820-1026 and again in HUH-I~46. The lallü~lÏll rcvoltcd against 

taxatio.l al" 1 military conscription as weIl as I1wtlopolistic policy.X5 

c. Industrial Reform 

Mul}ammad 'Alî/s decision to modernizc l':gypl !cd him 10 attempt 10 lurn 

Egypt Înto a modern indllstrial state comparahle \Vith Iho!-.l' thcn l'Illerging in 

Western Europe. Onl:C he came to powel' a!'> the mie .. 01 I·gypt. Ill' \Vas 

determined to conduct lar-reachillg rdorl11~. Ile perccived that 1 d 1)J'ms must 

be dirccted toward promoting the l'conomy 01 the country, 1,'01' hilll. l'l'Oll­

()lny \Vas ncarly synonymolls with industry.~() ln addition, hi~ !'>ltollg dtlL'ntloll 

to safeguard the country brought him to the idl'i1 that illdu~tly W;I!-. the llest 

way to provide his armcd-forccs with the modern wcaponry.X7 

The introduction of industry was urged hy Mul.1ammad 'Ali as carly as 

Sultan sixtcen million piastres which was the equivalent 01 [ 250.000. 
Johil Marlowe, Prefidiolls Albioll: nie Ori[.:ins oJ the ÂIIR!o-Ftellc!t 
Rivall)' (London: Elek Books), 208. 

85 As a result of the numerous pcasants rcvolts during 1 X20, Muhammad 
'Ali Pllblishcd the Qiinün al-Filiihah which contained dctailed il1~'tructiol1 
concerning agricultural work and the IUl1ction of various oJlicials in the 
villages as weIl as penalties for crimes and oftenccs committed among 
others by falliihln and village shaikhs. Baer, A /-IlS/Ory of LlIIUloWIlI'f­
ship, 3-4. and' Baer, Stul/ies in the SOCUlL /-IIS/0I)' oJ Modern l~'Rypt, 
96-99. 

86 A.A.!. EI-Gritly, "The Structure of Modern Industry in I~gypt,/I L'h'RYP­
tien Contemporaine 38 (Novcmber, 1947), 363. 

87 He wantcd Egypt to be sclf-sulficicnt in the production of ar ms and mili-
tary cqllipment. 'Ajamîyah, Diriisah JI al-TlI[lIwwur aL-llJlL~lÏdi, 13(). 



J X J 4 whcn he wa:-. i Il Ilccd ot ( ,vising ways for incrcasing revenues to pursue 

the war in Arahia and to compcn:-.ate for the fast decIine in trade.HS In addi-

tion, the I~urorean:-. who round cmployment with Mu~amrnad 'Ali, and who 

lIockcd his court, must have entertaincd him with the notion of industrializa­

tion. g<j ft is not surprising, thercfore, that the West played an important role 

in J ~gypt's industrial rrojects. For the purposc of stal'fing the industries, for 

cxample, M ul.l<1mmad 'Ali sent agents 10 Europe to recruit experienccd 

workmen. The rccruitment was successful in Southern Europe where eco­

nomic conditions were undergoing dcpression. At the end of 1817, seven­

teen silk weavers arrived in Egypt l'rom Leghorn and Marseille to work in 

the Egyptian silk and cotton factories.90 

Industrializatioll in Egyrt did Ilot start from zero. Hefore Muhammad 

'Ali rulcd thc country. Egyrt had devcloped sorne industrial potentia!. 91 The 

one arca l'rom which Egyptian industry could be initiated was in textile-re­

laicd industries. The increase of cotton production encouraged Mul}ammad 

88 

89 

Muhammad 'Ali saw the significance of links between agriculture and 
industry "'lr the suc cess of cconomic devclopment. He also believed that 
his survivcll as a ruler dcpended on the military power which, in turn, 
requircd an industrial base. Robert Mabro and Samir Radwan, The 
IIUIIl.'ilrilllizal;on of Egypt, 1939-1974: Policy and Performance (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press. 1976), 56. 

Many foreigners, especially the French who were then to be found in the 
country, c1early intluenced Muhammad 'Alî's decision to put industry at 
the tip of the agenda of his 'cconomic reform. K.M. Harbour, The 
Growtlz. Locatio/l and Structllre of lndllstry in Egypt, (New York: Prae­
ger Publi~hcrs, 1972), 35. 

90 Rivlin. The AgriclIltllral Polie)', 194-195. The European experts occu­
pied important positions as managers of companies, officers and enjoyed 
high salaries. Bonne. State and Economie, 239. 

91 When the )'"rench occupied Egypt, they discovered that an industrial sub­
structure aln.'ady cxisted in the primary industries, such as linen manu­
facture. pottery. oil pre~sing, alcoholic beverages and sugar. The French 
reportedly had hopes of making Cairo into the Manchester of the East. 
Vatikiotis. The Modem His/ory. 65. See Barbour, The Growth. 32. 



l 'AH to establish a tcxtile industry. Iksid\.'s. the formation 01 the 'V, ;:m" 

Jadid army, which rcquircd c10th for unilorms. accckrall'd the (k-vdopnlL'llt 

of the cotton factories. In IX 16, Muhammad 'Ali estahlishcd the first kxtilc 

factoryy2 Factorics for spinning and wcaving and for the production 01 

woo) , silk and linens. wcre also founded. The first wool 1,Il'Iory was Ilot satis­

factory, howevcr. and a second one was l'rected in IXI9 LInder the charge 01 

Mr. BoctiY3 The silk production was also disappointing. and, therd'lre. 

Mu~amrnad 'Ali attemptcd to introducc new rcglJlation~ whieh hasit'ally wer\.' 

dcsigned to proteet the existence of the silk industry, such as l'xcmpting ~ilk 

workers from military scrviceY4 Spinning and wcaving 01 wool. cSIK'cially al 

BüIaq and Damanhür, were to a large e::\tent intcndcd to sllpply lhl' l':gyptiall 

armed forccsYS 

Since the priority of the industrial projel't~ was to supply the demalld 01 

the army. Mul.lammad 'AH put the loundation of war-rclatcd industries at lhe 

top of his agenda. Hc built a formidable military indLJ~trial complcx wlllch 

produccd armarncnts, uniform and elluipment in ('airo, hctwcl'n the ('itadcl, 

Bülâq and thc island of Rawdasy6 Similarly, the Cairo Citadel was dlOscn 

with BüHiq and Rawdas island for factories for guns, cannons, homhs and 

other wcapons. Gunpowder factories were set ur inilially al Rawdas island 

92 AI-Râfi'î, 'A.~r Mu~ammad 'Ali, 424. 

93 Marsot, Egypt in the Reign, 167. 

94 To increase the production of silk, hc hrought S(X) Syrians 10 the ca~t 01 
the Delta along with silk experts from Istanbul. Muhammad 'Ali pro­
vided thc Syrians with thc tools and animais ncce~sary to cuItivatc the 
mulberry trccs. Rivlin, The Agricliiturai Poliey, 164-]65. AI-Raliï, Asr 
Muhammad 'Ali, 592. . 

95 Rivlin, The Agricultural Polic)', ]95. 

96 Vatikiotis, The Modern Histol)', 65. 
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and rater al ('mroY7 Wilh the expansion of his military power and the cslab-

li:-.hment ot the navy, there was a demand 10 ereel a shipyard which would 

:-.upply ships for the navy. As carly as 1810, Muhammad 'Ali had buill the 

tirst ~hipyard in Bülüq which produced at first the merchant ~hips that he 

necded for Mediterranean trade operation as weil as lor uomestic transporta­

tion OH the NileYX Arthur Weigall givcs an carlicr date when he says that by 

the hcginning of 1 H09, Mul}ammad 'Ali had built or purchased a nect while 

sailors had hcen trained and drilled according to European methods.99 

At AIc)'i.lndria an arsenal and a shipbuilding yard were created to me ct 

the nccds of the Egyptian neet. ."or the construction of thc shipyard, 

Mul.lé1mmad 'Ali hired the famous Frcnch naval cnginecr, M. dc Cericy, from 

'J'oulon. 100 There is no dcfinitc figure as to how many warships werc manu­

lacturcd in thc shipyard of Alexandria. But in the battIe of Navarino of 1827, 

Muhammad 'Ali lost Hl warships which constituted a large part of his 

flect. 101 Alter thc battlc of Navarino, Muhammad 'Ali restorcd his navy, 

97 Barhour, 11ze Growth, 39-40. 

9~ al-Rüfiï, 'A.~r Mul!(lfflmad 'Ali, 424. 

99 Weigall, A History of Events, 58. In the carly years of his shipyard 
establishment. Muhammad 'Ali still depended on the purchase of ships 
from the Europeaù shipyards. M. AbIr, "Modcrnization, Reaction and 
Muhammad i\li's Empire," Middle Eastern Stlldies 13 (Octobcr, 1977), 
302. 

100 The idea of creating the arsenal was originally back to Muhammad 
'Alî's expl'rience in the war of Arabia where he constructed a ·navy in 
order to transport the troops to Arabia. He admitted the role of the 
ships in the succcss of that campaign. For the construction of the navy, 
hc ordcred to purchasc timbcr, iron cordage and ammunition and bring 
themall to Biilaq whcre Cl ncct was to bc crccted. Qattawî, Muham­
mad 'An I,'il Awrubü, 408. al-Ràfiï, 'Asr Muhammad 'Ali, 423. . . . 

lOI The) ~gyptian cxpcdition in Navarino cOl1sisted of 99 ships out of which 
~6 wcre I11crchant ships uscd to transport 17,800 men and war-related 
supplics. 'Umar Tüsiin, Saj7wh min Türikh Misr (Cairo; Dür al-Kutub 
al-Mi~rîyah. 1940" 62. . . . 
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using local Egyptian lahor in his ncw ~hipy,\r(.1 in~tc,ld 01 hUylll~ ~llIp~ 1 rom 

the more costly European shipyanls. He Rit(wt sLltcd th.lt Ily IX.'7 l\lul.l:\I11-

mad 'Ali had ekvcn ships of the line. of which four wen.' 01 a hlllHI! ~'d gUIl~ 

and upwards, six frigatcs of sixt Y guns. lour corvl.'ltcs. seven Img~ ,1Ild 1 hl l'l' 

steamcrs. Hc estimates that thc numher 01 Fgyptian seaml'l1 wa~ Ix.noo 01 

whom 800 were olficers. The numher of the Vl'~sds that pikd thl' Nlie W.I~ 

800 bclonging to the govcrnment and 3.(,()O in privatc hand~. 1O~ 

Thc idca of establishing illdustrial projœts was Ill'WI isolalt'd t 1 Olll the 

intention of obtaining prolib. J\lthough the goods manul ac!lIred in ,. gypt 

might have bccn of infcrior quality compdJ'cd to thosl' III il Il li t.lcl li 1 l'lI in 

France and Britain, they, neverthe1ess, had had a va~t market in Lgypl alld in 

the conquered territories 01 the '.lijüz, the Si.Jdan and SYlltl. IO.1 l\lullal1l1l1tld 

'Ali did not limit the trade 01 his industrial producb withlll the hOlllldaril'" 01 

Egypt and the eOlu)ucred lands, hut planncd 10 cxtl'nd the e\pol t~ 10 t Ill' 

West. He was confidcnt that what he did with I~gyptian cotton rould hl' dOliC 

to sorne Egyptian manufactures. lOS Mul~ammad 'Ali, lor cxalllpk, dlo.,cu:--:--l'd 

trade with the American Consul in Alcxandria ovcr the price 01 11Ill'1l alld 

other Egyptian textiles before forwarding them to America. Ik:--Ide~ J\lllcrica, 

102 The sueeess of Muhammad 'J\lî's restoration made J':gyptiall navy to Ill' 
once morc the strongest sca power in the Eastern Mediterraneéln. 
Bom.c, Stale and Economies, 241. 

103 

104 

Rifaat, The Awakening, 45. Bowring, thc British agent sent to ()h~erve 
trade of Egypt and Syria, comments that the Egyptian Navy wa~ Ilot 
distinguishable from that of a well-disciplined European Navy except in 
uniform. Ibid. 

Marsot, Egypt in the Reign, 174. Muhammad 'AIî's 1erritOliai expan­
sion was in part intcnded to prote et the life of his inlant industries hy 
assuring himself of the availability of markets in his own domain. J'or 
the detait, see Chapter Thrcc. 

105 For specifie i.1CCount on the Egyptian cotton ex port to the Wc!-.t ~ec 
Chapter II. 
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IH.: illltiatcd the expan~i()n 01 the trade of industrial products tn othcr major 

countries and citie~. 1 le, therc1ore, appointed and stationcd agents in 

):rance, Britain, Malta, Tunis, Naples, Venice, the Yemen and India as well 

a~ to sOl11e major ()Uol11an cilies, such as Izmir (Smyrna).106 

As in agriculture, the industrialization was based on the foundation of a 

monopoly sy:-,tl'I11. This poliey was in contradiction to the existing system 

which took the lorm of guilds. At the time, each guild was hcaded by an 

eider or il .''lhmklz who together with his deputy, his secretary and a number 

01 individual masters of private workshops constituted the organizing coun­

cil. 107 The practice of monopoly system led to the closure of the gui Ids. The 

cu~tornary usages of the corporation were abolished when Mul.1ammad 'Ali 

ordcred the lonner masters and artisans of the guilds to enter into govern­

ment's workshops as salaried employees. lOS To coordinate the implementa­

tion 01 the system of monopoly, Mul~ammad 'Ali appointed a dîwiin to 

supel vise the practiee ot the monopoly, especially in the area of the textile 

industry. Mul.lammad 'Ali sent agents to viUages to purchase for the govern­

ment's accounl thread spun by the VilldgC women. Shaikhs were appointcd in 

caeh village to count the village looms and to keep the village weavers stead­

i1y employcd. Government officiaIs were sent to purchase the finishcd-textile 

goods at priees fixed by the govcrnment. 109 

106 1\.1\.1. al-Ghiritli, "The Commercial, l::"inancial and Industrial Policy of 
Muhammad Ali," in The Economie History of the Middle East, 
1800-1914, cd. Charles I:'sawi ( Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
19(6). 393. 

107 Ballour, 71le GrOH'tI" 32. 

1O~ (iabricl Bacr. StlUlies il1 the Social History of Modern Egypt, 150. 

IO
l
) R ivlill. n,e AKriclIltll rai Polie)', 191. 
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D. Military Rcform 

The c1imination of the Mamltïks in IX Il. thc L'olwenll ation (lI Il'velllll':-; in 

Mul~ammad 'i\Iî's hands and the rchahilitatipl1 01 agricllltllle \Vere ail pal t of 

Muhammad 'i\lî's ovcrall plan. As revenues iIH:red!-l'd, l\l11l.ltllllllldd 'Ali 

invcstcd thc profits in industrial entcrprisl's a\1d thcn III the 101111,\1\0\1 01 .1 

powcrful army.1l0 It was, l'rom the finit, essel1tial for l\lul.ldl11111.td 'Ali that 

he should have an arrny capable of protccting 1- gypt 1 rom ally lhn'" h dll:--lllg 

l'rom the internai rivais or forcign powers. Ile was \Vell élware 01 the SUPl'll-

ority of European soldicrs and their abilities whcn he fought sille hy :-'Idç \VIt h 

them Ululer General Abercrombie on his lirst arrivai in Egypt. 111 1 Iv 

obscrved that with the existing type 01 Egyptian military cst;lhli~hnH'IIL hl' 

could not dcfend the country against the IWW mass-rl'c1"lJlll'd technologlcal 

armics of Europe. 

By the time he rosc to power in Egypt, the 1 ighting lorce W;t~ ~till orgdll­

ized along mcdieval lines formed or groups of men who oheYl'd ollly thl'ir 

own irnmcdiatc of1iccrs and were paid by the saille olliccrs. '1 hen.' WilS no 

standard command nor even a corn mon language. J 12 Di:-.cipllllC Wd~ illl 

110 His ambition to build a powerful army could be mcasured hy the hudgL'l 
of the military enterpriscs which sappcd hall 01 the ITVl'llllC~ 01 lhl~ 
statc. Little, MOllem Egyp/, 34. 

111 

112 

The Ottoman army tn which Muhammad 'Ali wa~ a~:-,()c1iltcd at lIl.!t 
time, had shown long periml of neglect and lkcay. The (lrmy wa~ 1 al 
inferior to its European rivais, so that the Ottoman tr()()r~ wele III) 

longer able to defcat them. Stanford J. Shaw, "The Origin:-. 01 Ottoman 
Military Rcforrn: The Nizam-i ('edid of Sultan Selim Il l ," 'Ihe Joufflul 
of Modern His/ory 36 (September, 1965), 2<)]. 

Mar'sot, A Short His/ory of Modern EioP/. 56. Thi~ i~ duc 10 the lact 
that the Ottoman style army, which bceame the mode! 01 the 1 ~gyptian 
army, hac! bCCIl formed of heterogeneous ethnie group~ \uch a~ North 
Africans, Bosnians, Aihanians and othcrs. Sel' abo P.'. Vatikioti\, 'Ihe 
Egyptian Allny in PoUlies (Bloomingtol1 Indiana: Indiana lJnivcr~lty 
Press, 19(1),4. 
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clement which wa:-. absent Irom the Egyptian army. An illustration of the 

shortcomillg 01 di~ciplinc is weil rcllectcd in the way that the Albanian force 

treatcd its army Commander. 113 With such lack oi loyalty and discipline, the 

Hrmy was nothing more th an a mob. Mul.ltlrnrnad 'Ali had observed this bad 

hahit when hl' himselt became the target of an attcrnpt of an assassination. 114 

Although the Albanians who servcd under him were undisciplincd, 

Mul.ulrnmad 'Ali felt obliged to rcforrn th cm and tried to change the nature of 

their attitude by reorganizing them with up-to-date training, so as to turn 

them into a strong, discipline fighting force. Howevcr, aftcr making sorne 

ellorts, he found that to be an impossible task.115 Mu1~ammad 'Ali fOlll1d a 

way to rid himsell of the Albanians when he sent thern to Arabia to put down 

the Wahhfibî n..~hcls. In this operation, many of thc Albanians fcll in the bat­

lIelield. ll (, Mulyunmad 'Ali did not succeed in clirninating th cm aIl, so he 

either sent the surviving I\lbanians and othcr rncrcenary soldiers to the Südan 

campaigll or rctllrned them to thcir native lands.117 Having oisperscd the 

I\lhanians hy sending thern back home or decimating them in the Arabian and 

113 

114 

----------

The Alhanians bowcd before no one. They regarded Muhammao 'Alî, 
thdr ('ornmander, simply as their own clansman 'Nho had risen to the 
position of trihal Chicftain. In thcir view, Muhammad 'Alî possessed 
onlya limitcd power. Most of their officer, theréfore, hardly obeyed his 
ordcrs at aIl. Mark Elliot Mishanie, ''The Ottoman-Egyptian Conflict, 
1HJI-IX41: Its Origin and Evolution," (M.A. thesis Mc Gill University, 
Montreal, 1979), 137. 

Rctllrning lrom the Citadel in October 1807, a party of sol di ers opened 
firc on him t'rom a house as he rodc by. The shot woullded his horse 
and one of his companions. For the detail see DodweIl, The Founder, 
~S-29. 

115 AmÎn Sàmî, TaqwÎm al-NU Ji 'Asr Muhammad 'Alî, 2 (Cairo: 
Ma!ha'ah Dar al-Klltub al-Mi~rîyah, 1928), 251. 

116 J. Ileywood-Dunnc, An Introduction to the History of Educatioll in 
Alodem E'gypt (London: Luzac and Co., 1938), 103-104. 

117 M ishanil'. "The Ottoman-I ~gyptian." 140. Zakî, Al-Jaish al-Mlsrl, 30. 
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the Südfin campaigns, Mul.Hlmmad 'Ali now hegan to work on l'onstrul'ling 

his new army.llS In July 1819, Colonel Seve, an e~-ollicer 01 the l'l'l'nl'h 

army, joincd Mu~ammad 'Alî's service in an atkmpt to illtroducl' the I~uro­

pean military system into the Egyptian army.119 Sl'W was sent 10 Aswan 

with t1uee or four hundred Mamlüks who were to hl' trainl'd as ollïl'l' 1 s or 

the new army.120 Il was difficuIt for Seve to undcrtake the task as the disci­

pline that he introduced was Ml strange in Egypt. At lirst, hl' was in Irl'tllll'nt 

danger when his tminces rcfused to ohey his military training. 1 n dlle COUI M', 

howcver, those obstacles disappeared. 121 The Mllllllrtk.\' that Wl'IT rCCluilL'd 

for constructing the army were not rclated to those /Hall/Ili"s that Muh.tlll-

mad 'Ali massacred in 1811. Mul.lammad 'I\H still cl11ploYl'd .t 1;\1 gv Illllllhn 

of Mamlïtks who originally l.:<lme l'rom Morea or the ('aucaslIs. Till'y spol';c " 

Turkish dialcct, dressed like the Turks and cl1tcled into tlC:- 01 kil1:-hip alld 

patronage with thern. Mul~,unl11ad 'Ali OWl1cd the largc:-t IIl1mher 01 the 

Mamlüks, estimatcd at 500. The officer corps ~ecl11 to have hl'l'Il l!nlircly 

composed of Mamlüks l'rom his hou~ehold.122 

118 For the construction of thc ncw army, he lIscd thc term Niziim ladhl, 
the term which was adoptcd by Sultan Salim II 1 for his milititry rcforln. 
Shaw, "Nizam-i Cedid," 293. . 

119 Tüsün, ~afl!ah, 11. 

120 Training was carried out in i\swan away from thc intrigucs 01 ('airo as 
weil as l'rom the conscrvative Muslim clements of the Capital. Salim 1 JI 
usee. a similar practice when he trained his troop outsidL: thc city. 
Shaw, "Origins," 293. 

121 Dodwell, The Founder. 64. Vatikiotis, The Egyptillll Amly ill Po/ili('s, 
5. 

122 Robert Hunler, Egypt under the Khadiel'es, lX05-1X7() (Pittshurg: Uni­
versity of Pittsburg Press, 1984), 25. Zakî saw thal the ()ttolllan digni­
taries also sent their Mamlüks tü form a unit tnulled in thL: camp 01 
Aswan. Zakî, al-laish al-Mi.~rÎ, 160-16]. 
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J Javing accomplished the task 01 crcating otficers, Mul~ammad 'Ali bcgan 

to think of IOllning a regular army. Since he was determined to rule out the 

recruitment 01 Turks and J\lbanians, Mu~ammad 'Ali decided to recruit his 

troops lrom the Nubians and the Südânese. 123 About the same time that 

Seve was sent to J\swân, Ismâ'î1, Mul.lammad 'AIi's son, was sent on an 

expedition to Sinar and Nubia l'rom where a large number of blacks were 

drafted and sent to Egypt to form the new army.124 It WaS soon found out, 

however, that they werc not suitablc for military service. The lack of endur­

ance and their susceptibility to cold and disease were given as reasons for 

thcir disqualilication as soldiers. 125 

By that time, Mul.lammad 'Ali had established very good relations with 

DroveHi, the Consul General for France, whose advice Mul~ammad 'Ali 

sought on military ,lI1d tcchnical malters. The failure of the recruitment of 

the Nuhians tint! the Südanese led DroveUi to introduce to Muhammad 'Ali a 

method of recruiling the fallü~l population of Egypt.126 The method that he 

used for the conscription was simply to stipulate that each district provide a 

123 The motive which led him to turn to Südân was that the black was very 
famous for their patience, bravery and loyalty to their leaders. al­
Riifiï, 'Asr Muhammad 'Ail, 193. 

124 

125 

1~6 

. . 
Muhammad 'Ali imported about thirty thousand Nubians and Südânese 
for Ihis purposc. Camps to train them were established near Asyüt and 
Oanu. Rifaat, 11le Awakening, 36. Lubos Kroopacek, "The Confronta­
tion of ] )arfur \Vith the Turco-Egyptians under the Viceroys," 80. 

Mishanie, "The Ottoman-Egyptian," 148. By 1824, out of the given 
number only threc thousand found life in the army worth living. David 
Farhi, "Nizam-i Cedid: Military Reform in Egypt under Mehmed Ali," 
JOli 111 al of tlze Israel Oriental Society 8 (1972), 156. 

Dodwcll, The FOl/nt/eT. 65. The method that DroveUi introduccd was 
the way that Napoleon had donc with French peasants to form his regu­
lar army. The faet that Muhammad 'Ali was impressed by Napo]eon's 
\Vay of total mobilizatiol1 le·d him to have Napolcon's memoirs trans­
lated. Asad Rustütn, al-Mdljlï;:,ah al-Malakiyah al-Misrlyah, 2 (Beirut. 
al-l'vla!ha'ah al-Amrîkîyah, r94~), lOX. . 
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glven quota. 127 The rccruitmcnt was grcatly opposed hy tlll' /lllliïl.1ÎIl, 1 Il 

May 1823. thcy revoltcd against conscription as weil as high taxes. Accolll-

panicd by palace guards and armed with six cannon, Mul,lammad 'Ali hurried 

to the spot to prevent the insurrection l'rom spreading. The revoit was soon 

subdued, and the rebels werc scvcrcly punishcd. 12X 

Reeruitment of the unwil1ing pcasants was clkctivc1y a sy~lclll 01 

impressment by brutal me ans. An ordcr would be sent to govcrnmcnt ol! i-

cials in the provinces and villages to provide the neœssary numher 01 Illell. 

Since military assistance was orten requircd to asscmhk' thl'sc fallii/,IÎIl, .1 

company of soldicrs would surround a village and seize as many .Iillliï~1Î11 a~ 

necessary. The faLLii~lîl1 lhen were marched 011 in irons to 1 he chiet IOWIl 111 

thc canton where a European doctor would chm ;c lhose who were ~uitahk 

for the ... rmy and navy.1 29 The Jal/iil,llll in lact newr recollcilcd tlH'lll:-.dvc:-. 10 

the policy of conscription; conscription lIleant their detachlllcnt lrom the 

Nile, from their villages, and mnst of ail, familics. 130 Bcsidcs rcvolting, the 

fallll~în look other steps to avoid conscription. Some f{lllii~lîll tricd lo ohlain 

exemption by a bribe paid to a district mayor, while others wcrc ohliged to 

take flight or go into hiding.131 

No matter how bittcrly the f(Jllii~lÎn oppo . .;cd the policy. thcy were in the 

127 Blaxland, Objective: Egypt, 45. 

128 Mishanie, "The Ottoman-Egyptian," 158. 

129 Rivlin, The Agricliiturai Policy, 203. 

130 Beside thcir strong attachment to the villages and the families, the Jallü­
hin had a paeifist outlook which caused the Egyptian rulers in the pa~t 
employed soldiers l'rom the Caspian. This was the origill 01 the Mam­
Lüks 1 military oligarchy. Lacouture, Eg)'p! in Transitum, 54. 

131 Blaxland, O/Jjectil'e: Egypt, 46, 
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end powerlc~s helore the government. In a short time, Muhammad 'Ali was 

able to recruit thirty thousand fallü~lll. They were soon beatcn into military 

shape under the capable direction of Seve, and they constituted the lower 

rank of the army, not rising to the Tank higher than sergeant. 132 Although 

the cOllscripts were unwilling, they proved to be excellent subjects for 

M ul.lammad 'Alî's training program. In JiUle time, they were transformed into 

a 1 ~ur()pcan-stylc fighting force cquipped with modern weaponry and trained 

in a highly disciplined manner. This regular army consisted of six regiments 

of IÏvc hatlalions each. evcry battalion made up of eight hundred men. 133 

The men dressed in semi-European 1'ashion, arrned with bayonets in the 

shape 01 il cn>ss rather than traditional oriental scimitars, marched to Euro-

peiln music and accompanied by European advisers, doctors and techni­

cians. n4 The new regiments werc 800n put into action. The Sllccess of the 

ncw army everywhere was bri1lianL 135 This suecess inspired M ul}ammad 'Ali 

to develop the fighting machincry on as large sc ale as possible. New con­

scription drives fol\owed one another rapidly. By the year 1839, it was esti­

mated that Muhammad 'Ali had 200,000 soldiers in his service of whom 

B2 Ihid. Under Muhammad 'Ali, the high positions in the military were 
the exclusive dom'ain of Turco-Circassian. Israel Altman, "The Poli tic al 
Thought of Rifa'ah al-Tahtawi: A Nineteenth Century Egyptian 
Reformer," (Ph.D. diss. University of California Los Angeles, 1976), 5. 

Muhammad 'Ali sem the first regiment to engage a military expedition 
in Ârabia, while the second in the Südân. The four remaining regiments 
made up a fighting unit in the battle of Morea. Tüsün, Safhah min Tür-
îklz Mür, 3-4. . .. 

134 Ahir. "Modernization, Reaction, and Muhammad Ali's Em~}irc." 295. 

D5 The Ottoman Sultan was always eager to get Egyptian contingcrl: when 
he \Vas in WHr. 'l'lie Egy~tian contingent even fought with the French in 
tvk:\Îco. A. Scholch. "Constitutional Devclopment in Ninetccllth Ccn­
tury 1 ':gypt: A Reconsideration." Middle Eastem Studies 10 (January, 
1(74). 19. 



130,000 were rcgular .136 

The modernization of the army III Egypt incvitahly \cd 10 the lkvdop-

ment and expansion of a program of education to train ni fin .. ') s. The Blilaq 

school was opencd and was named Mm/rasa" Jiltiidîyalt. whl.'n il was trans­

ferred to Qa~r al-'Ain in July lX25. 137 i\ staff collegc was also l'stahlislll'd 

and named Mal/rasat Arkün 11l-f!arb. 13X Not only WlTC militaI y schoob 

opened but also cducational missions wcre sent ahroad to reccive instruction 

in military as wcn as other scienccs. Thus, thc army becamc th~ impl'lliS 01 

education of a new suhject secular in nature. 139 The creation 01 milit;lIY 

schools to train officers in the art or modern warlare requircd Ihe IlllpOlla-

tion of European instructors. Besides Seve. whose reputatioll in the l,'rcllch 

army WilS weil explained by his Cross 01 the l,l'gion 01 1101101", tlll .... c wa!'> 

cxtensive use of the scrvice of foreigners, particularly thc FrcJ1ch ll'chnil'al 

and military men. The most outstanding of thesc was (!cllcral Boyer who 

brought a military mission with Scve l'rom France. 140 

136 Rifaat, The Awakenillg, 39. A diffcrent account estimatcd 277 ,O()() mCIl 

of whom 130,000 werc rcgular in 1X41. M.E. Yapp, "The Moderniza­
tion of Middlc East Armics in thc Ninctcenth (:cntury," in WlIr, 'IlJ(h­
nology and Society ill the Middle East (London: ()xfOl<! University 
Press, 1976), 356. 

137 Hcywood-Dunne, An Introduction, 117 

138 Ibid., 119. 

139 To produce cnginccrs, physicians and other technically traincd men lor 
the army, Muhammad 'AH cstablishcd a ncw education al !'>y!'>tclJl COI1-

sisting of prcparatory and spccial schoob. )."or ovcr~cas training 
projccts, hc sent thc fir:;t cducational mission a!'> carly a~ 1 X 11, and he 
did not terminate thc ovcrseas training until IX41. lIuntcr, hRypl, 17. 
AlJd al-Rahman Zakî, "al-Jaish al-Iadhi Oüdahu Ihrahim Ba~ha," in 
Dhikrü al-Batal Ibriihîm Biishii, cd. al-Jamïyah al-Malakîyah, « '(Iirt>: 
Dar al-Kutub' al-Mi~rîyah, 1948), 176. 

140 For thcir names sec Zakî, Al-Jaish al-Mlyî, 32. 
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With the creation of a powcrful army. Mul~ammad 'Ali could buttress his 

power and sateguard his mie. In t'aet, not only did he use the forces to pro­

teet Egypt, but in the end he was tempted to rebel against his suzerain, the 

Ottoman Sul!an. Ile tirst condueted a military campaign to annex the Südan 

in lX20 and Arahia in the 18308. Then, in an attempt to assert his indepen­

denee, de jllcto if not de jure, he entcred into direct confrontation with the 

Sul!ün in lX32 in Syria. 141 '1 he Ottoman Empire which had begun to decline 

in the sixtecnth ccntury was in the state of erisis by the eighteenth century. 

1 ~uropean Powers were undermining the very foundation of the Ottoman 

1 ~mpire since thel1. lt was perfectly dear to Mul~ammad 'Ali that the inabil­

ity 01 the Ottoman 1 ~mpirc to meet the challenge of the Europeans stemmed 

l'rom the Ottoman lailure to reCorm and modernize the outdated system of 

their government and society. Mul~ammad 'Ali realized that Egypt, with its 

strategie location and potcntial wcalth, had bCL,>me the object of dispute of 

interests among the European nations as demonstrated in the follov il~~ 

Chapter. Ile saw Egyptian interets as best served by reducing this riv~ ry by 

promoting Egypt's own modernization and emergence as a modern politieal 

power. Mul}ammad 'Ali, therefore, made himself the ardent proponent of 

rcform and modernization once he cstablished his power in Egypt. Other 

theories arc possihle for his reaetion other than simple reaction to the Euro­

pean presence" 1 le could be viewed as the latest in a serit.s of foreign rulcrs 

who had e>.panded Egypt castward as part of thcir dynastie ambitions, as the 

Ayyübids and Fii!imîds had donc. Equally, a case eould be made for vaunting 

amhition. pcrhaps challenging the Ottoman rulcrs to control over their own 

1 ~mpirc. While these factors eannot be entircJy dismissed, Mul}ammad 'Ali 

adivitics were ncarly always aimed at Ottoman tlu'cats against him and 

1...J 1 For his allnc~ation of the Ottoman tcrritorics see Chapter III. 
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CIIAPTER fi 

l'liE BRITISH AND THE FRENCH INTERESTS 

IN EGYYf 

1. The British Interests in Egypt 

With the Turkish conquest of Arabia carly in the sixteenth century, the 

Red Sea was c10sed to ail Christian ships. This is one of the reasons that for 

over two centuries the old trade route to the Orient via Egypt and the Red 

Sea was of neccssity nearly abandoned by the merchants of Europe, and that 

the (lape of (;ood Ilope took the place of Cairo and Alexandria as the main 

channel of communication with India and the Far East. l The British, who 

had occllpicd India, were very mueh in need of an outlet which they could 

use for sellding dispatches or expediting the mail. They were still engaged in 

war against the French and wanted to proteet lndia from any possible threat 

1 rOI11 the J,'rcnch.2 Thercfore, securing the passage route of the Cape was 

indispensahle l'or the sake of British communications as weIl as for the 

protection of their eastern dominions.3 

M. Anis, "The Devclopment of British Interest in Egypt in the Eighteenth 
Centllry, 1775-1798," AImais of the fàculty of Arts of Ain Shams 
University, 3 (January, 1955), 163. During the middle ages, Egypt became 
an important transit trade for spiees, precious stones etc. The goods came 
hy ShlpS to ports in the Red Sea, then by weIl-marked caravan routes 
across the desert to the Nile down which tbey were carried by boat t~ the 
northern end of the Delta and thence overland to Alexandria. The trade 
was, for 1110st part, in the hands of foreign merchants. A.E. Crouclùey, 
111t' Im'cstmmt of Foreign Capital in Egyptian Companies and Public 
Debt (Nl.'w York: Arno Press, 1977), 3. 

2 Althollgh the French had surrendered to the British in India on 7 January 
1761, the French still established a cooperation with the local rulers in 
their attempts to distllrb the British. In 1780, for cxample, the French 
dispatchl'<.l li strong flect to the Indian scas to cooperatc with Haïdar 'Ali. 
Theodorl.' Morison, The Rise and Expansion of British Power in India 
(New Delhi: Deep and Decp Publications, 1988), 37 . 

.., 

.' The British govl.'rnm~nt detl.:rmincd that th~ C3pe should not fall into the 
h,lllds of the French. Wilham Charles Scully, A History of South Africa 



1 ln 1771 the British l':\pl'dition was destined to Sl'l/l' the ('apl', thlt a 

French squadron, which intention ail y came to thl' spot, attackl'd the British 

at their anchors.4 Thus, the British had skctchl'd the plan 01 conqul'ring the 

Cape long oeforc thcy tïnally succcl'(kd in occllpying il in 17lJ5.5 \Vith the 

fall of the Cape of Good Ilope, the British had l'ut the way which tlw l,'n.'nd\ 

took to reach thcir properties in the 1 ~ast. and which t1ll'y uSl'd lor sending 

supplies to their naval center of Mauritus, thus threatcning the 1 ~nglish in 

India.6 The British occupation of the Cape, howevcr, h .. d crcall'd 

commercial difficultics with the East India ('ompany and other prohk11ls as 

weIl were also becoming apparent. The e>..pcnsc 01 the e:,tahlishmcnt W.lS 

enormous, and moreovcr, that the British cncollntl'red political ,1I1d military 

complication with the Dutch farmers and the native trille,>, Vicwing lhl' ('apt' 

purely as a military and naval station, the ('ape 01 (,ooll Ilope had the 

various disadvantages of heing unahlc to 1 urnish adclJuatc ,Illd a:-'~llll'd 

supplies.7 This problcm, howcvcr, did not directly discouragc Ihe Blltl:-.h 

Jrom tlze Earliest Days to Union (London: Longmans (irl'l'n and ('o., 
1915), 88. 

4 Alfred Thayer Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power Il!,OI/ J/nlmy, 
1660-1783 (New York: Hill and Wang, 1957), :173-374. 

5 VOC, an amalgamation of several ficrccly-competing 1 )utch trading 
companies which sprang in 1508, rulcd the ('arc il!'. a minor part of the 
Dutch Eastern Empire l'rom 1652 to 1795. MOJ1lca Wilson, IIWhitc Scttlels 
and the Origin of a New Society," in l1ze Oxford History oJ SOllth Ajrim 
cd. Monica Hunter Wilson and Leonard Thomson 1 (Oxtord: ('Iarcndo\l 
Press, n.d.), 185. Alan Paton, Hope fur SOlllh AJricll (J ,ondoll: l'ail Mail 
Press, 1958), 21. 

6 R,J. Gavin, Aden Vnder British Rule. /839-/967 (New York: Barnl'~ ami 
Noble Books, 1975), 30. During the Franco-Briti~h wars ot the clghtccnth 
century, Mauritus frequcntly served as a base for operation:-, élgain:-.t thc 
British both in the Indian Ocean and India itselt. Burton Bcncdid, 
Mal/ritlls: The Problems of (l Plural Society (I,ondol1: Pail Mali, 19()S), Il, 

7 L.C.F. Turner, "The Cape of Good lIure and the Anglo-hcllch (:ollllid, 
1797-1806." Historical Studies Australill and New Zeulond, l) (}!)Sl)-)()61) 
370. 
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lrom controllll1g and using the Cape for the cxchanging of messages, the 

transportation 01 goods and as a military base, as long as no alternative 

existed. In rad, as carly as the last half of the seventeenth century, British 

attention had hcgun to turn towards using the overland route through Egypt 

as a llleans or expediting dispatches between Britain and India, although it 

was still lukewarm al lhat time.8 

Napoleon's invasion of Egypt in 1798 had changed the British view of the 

value or thc Egyptian route. Egypt began to loom large in British 

calculations, and Ministers became less confident in asserting that the Cape 

was the only key to 1 ndia. The role of the Cape was now reexamined, and 

the British started to realize the value of Egypt in both commercial and 

military termsY Napoleon's invasion came as a great shock to the British 

governmcnt. This was weil illustrated by the way in which the British 

responded to the occupation. lO Dundas, Secrctary of War, hurriedly decidcd 

to üccupy and garrison the island of Perim in order to protect Bab al­

Mandah and to use it as an advance base for attùcking French forces in 

l·:gypt. Il British efforts to expcl the French l'rom Egypt became the project 

X John Marlowe, Spoiling the Egyptians (London: Andre Deutsch, 1974), 
24. 

9 Turner, "The ('ape of Good Hope," 371. However, the importance of 
J ~gypt was still in question. Henry Dundas, the British Minister of War 
when N apoleol1 invaded Egypt, needed time to convince his colleagues of 
the necd to eject the French from Egypt. Gregory Blaxland, Objective: 
t..~ypt (I,01ulon: Fredcrick Muller, 1966), 29. 

10 ln Novcmhcr umo, the British Cabinet had decided to use aIl British 
availahle manpower in the Mediterranean and withdraw ail British troops 
l'rom Portugal to join the Egyptian expedition. John M. Sherwig, 
Guil1eas wul GlIllpOl\'ller: British Foreign Aid in the Wars wilh France, 
/7lJ3-/8/5 « 'amhridge: Harvard University Press, 1969), 140. 

Il h.lward In~ral11, /lA Prcview of the Great Gamc in Asia-I: The British 
OccupatiOll of Perim alld Aden in 1799," Middle Eastern Stlldies, 9 
(Ol'lolll'r. 19n). il. 



1 of not only the British government, hut of the I:<lst India <. 'ompany dl- wl'll. 

The reality of tlu.~ French thrcat to India through Fgypt convÎllccd the 

Company to become involved. Dundas translatcd the French occupation 01 

Egypt as rneaning that France's ultimate goal was occupation of India. 1 ~ On 

the basis of this notion, he dccided to send a major British ollcl1sive to drive 

the French l'rom Egypt in 1801. 13 After this engagement, their attitude 

changed and the British rcalized that iglloring the strategie 1000:atiol1 01 J :gypt 

would open the way for the enemy to expc1 them trom ail their po~~cs~iom. in 

the East and to destroy ail tlwir trading stations along the Red Sea and in 

India. 14 With this in mimI, the British launclll:d an attack on Egypt in 1 X07 

in order to keep Egypt out of the hands 01 their L'llemy, the French, as 

rncntioned in the last Chapter. 

Beforc the French occupation. British interl'sts \Verc not compll'lcly 

absent l'rom Egypl. Thcre had bcen indirect British COJllI1IL'ITial illtcrl'!-ot III 

Egypt as a result of Britain's involvement in trade in Arahia. IS Ail Oh!-oLTVdllt 

travellcr namcd Karsten Niebuhr visitcd Arahia in 1762 and 1001lld tllat the 

12 Dundas pcrccived that the French armament Irom Toulol1 Illight he 
destined for India direct, while the reminder would opcrate in J ':gypl. 
Henry Melville Dundas, Two Views o} Brinsh !tU/ill: '/111' PIO'lIf(' 
Correj]J01ulence of Mr. Dundas and Lord Wellesley, 1778-1801. ed. 
Edward Ingram (Bath: Adams and Dart, 1(70), 9X. 

13 Malcolm Yapp, The Making of the Modem Nellf 1~·a.\I, 1792-ICJ23 (New 
York: Longman, 19X7), 2X. 

14 John Holland Rose, The Life of Napoleon l, 1 (l,OIulon: (icorge Bell and 
Sons, 19(2), 181. 

15 The aftairs of the Ilijaz were tradilionally handhxl hy the Slillan'~ 
representativc in Egypt. The attachment ot the lIijaz ln ",gypl hec'illlle 
stronger sin ce 'AH Bey, the) :gyptian ruler, had c'lIectivcly cxdlldcd tht.: 
Sultan's authority l'rom the IIijaz and intcgratcd the ) IIJill illlo hi .... 
tcriitory, Egypt, in 1769. P.M. Ilolt, I!.RYPt mil' the NII/l' (',(>.\("efll, 
1516-1922 (Ithaca New York: ('ornell Univt.:r~ily 1'1l'~"", 1 <)(l(l) , ()() 
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i\rahs uscd iron procured from the British. 16 Prior to the French 

expedition, the British had bccn carrying on a lucrative trade for the past 

hundred ycars with the Sha';l of Mecca, by bringing wares to the port of 

Jiddah. The profit of the trade was very significant as indicated by the report 

of James Bruce that therc wcre British ships in the port of Jiddah in 1768, 

with sorne of the cargoes valucd at { 200,000 and this des pite the fact that 

this 'gull trade' was decIining bceause of the rapacity of the Shart! of Mecca 

and his officiaIs who imposed heavy taxes on the merchants. 17 Although the 

Ottoman Sul~iin had imposed a prohibition on the presence of Christian ships 

in the norlhcrn part of the Red Sea, in fact, from the end of the seventeenth 

century the ships of the East India Company had been allowed to sail as far 

as Jiddah. IX The Fgyptian ruler, 'Ali Bey, who ruled the country in 

1760-1770, hclievcd tllat Cl prosperous cconomy would enable him to cstablish 

his independcnce and widen the hreach with the Ottoman Empire. He, 

thercfore. had an ambition to revive Rcd Sea commerce and open the Red 

16 Karsten Nicbuhr Trm'els through Arabia and Other COllntries 1 
(Edinhurgh: R. Morison and Son, n.d.), 431. Prior to 1780 the East 
India Company had penetrated into the Red Sea as far as Jiddah where 
some three or four vessels a year discharged Indian stuffs and 
shipbuilding matcrials. H.A.R. Gibb and Harold Bowen, Islamic Society 
and the West: A Swdy of the Impact of Western Cil'ilization 017 \fllslim 
Cliiture ill the Nellr East 1 (London: Oxford University Pres.... 1950), 
312. 

17 David Kinche "The Opcning of the Red Sea to European Ships in the 
Late Eightccnth Century," Middle Eastern Studies, 8 (January, 1972), 65. 
Since carly in the nineteenth century, the dcmand of British goods was 
slowly growing in Arabia. Ncedles, scissors, thimbles and files came 
l'rom Europe for Jiddah. John L. Burckhardt, Travels in Arabia .... 
(London: Cass, 1968), 36. 

18 M. Anis. "The Devclopment of British Interests," 163. The Sharl! of 
Mecca was very much in favor of the coming of the European ships for 
he rccclvcd a percentage in customs of the goods of the European 
l11crchants. mainly coffce unloaded at Jiddah. John William Livingstone, 
Ab Bey al-Kahir llnd the Mamluke Resurgence in Ottoman Egypt, 
/7()(J-/772 (Ph.D diss .. Princeton University. 1968), 110. 
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Sca route to European trader~.19 The revival 01 thL' Red SL'a wulL' loI' 

European ships eneounlcrcd formidable obstacles, bu~ 'AH Bey rcpl'atcdly 

attempted to obtain an impcrial firman permitting the EuropL'ans 10 1I1lload 

their cargocs at Sucz.20 Having becn unsuecessful in his .lttL'lllpl in J:.,t;tnhul, 

'Alî Bey forced the Govcrnor of Egypt to gra1lt him the rL'qllired linnllll 

which abolishcd the rcstriction on European shipping north 01 .Jiddah.'21 'l'lu: 

revivat of the Red Sca route bcnetïtcd the British merchants in liddah who 

conceived the idea of bringing warcs to Suez instead 01 Jiddah. h)r that 

project, James Bruce endcavored to concludc a commercial trL'aty \Vith 'Ali 

Bey in Cairo while one of the British Captain:-., who lIsL'd 10 sail in llll' RL'd 

Sea routc, conducted an inaugural voyage (0 SUL'/,.22 J)urillg l\l11halllll1.1d 

Bey's reign, James BrucL' made a formaI agreemcnt \Vith him 111 1773, whtdl 

was followed by the arrivaI of the British shir in Suc/" \11 1775.2:' 

Throughout thc eighteenth century, ):gypt had becoJlll' thl' lIIarkl'lpl;lcc 

for Europcan products. European textiles of vanoll:-' ~()rt~, lor e'-ample, 

were brought into Egypt, providing competition lor !oeal manuladurl'n, ail 

over thc country. Cloth l'rom Britain, l:rancc, Veillee ;\I1d I,egholïl arr lved 

regularly at Egyptian ports du ring the 1750s.24 Fgypt ai that time \Vas abo 

19 In ordcr to cstablish trade relations witb the ElIropean:-., 'Ali Bey ~enl 
emissaries to them 10 open a new trade and to ~ccllre IIllélncial and 
military assistanc('. Stanford J. Shaw, Ule FUIlIIU.:lllL (lnd Adltllll;.\(mtll'I' 
OrgamzatlOll lllld Del'elopmellt of Ottoman Egyp!, 1517~ 17CJ8 (l'n Ilccton 
New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1<)h2), X. 

20 Livingstone, "Ali Bey al-Kabir," 112. 

21 Ibid. 

22 Kinchc, "The Opening," 66. 

23 Crecclius, The Roots, 75. 

24 Richard Pococke, A Description of the East (J ,ondon: W Broyer, 17<)3), 
87. 
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notahle for heing olle of the great funnels through which the products of the 

Orient reached Europe. l;rom Egypt came the silks, spices, dyes, and drugs 

of the 1 ~ast and the coffee of Arabia. The rnerchandise was brought up 

through the Red Sca by Arab traders and conveyed across the de sert to 

(:airo and Alexandria. This stream of trade was tapped by European 

men.:hants and hrought to Europe.25 Since that period of time, the East 

lndia Company was involved in transporting the Eastern goods, especially 

Arahian cofl'ee.26 I1owcver, British trade was considered at a low ebb since 

British merchants concentrated on commercial expansion in the Levant 

wherc thcy had cstablishcd the Levant Company.27 The Levant Company, 

which rcpresented British traders and expam1ed thcir commercial operations 

in the East, consistcntly discouraged trade with Egypt. Egypt was regarded 

as the c1assic land 01 avanies. The European merchants who had dweIt there 

were suhjcctcd 10 a regime ot extortion which in its insolence and regularity 

lar exceedcd that experienced clscwhcre ll1 the Levant. European 

Amhassadors at Istanbul combined to petition to the Grand Signol' against 

the 'intolcralable hurdcns' placed upon their nationals in Cairo and 

threatel1ed to abandon their trading activities there.28 British merchants, who 

at that time had a small volume of trade, nevertheless, shared with other 

1 ~uropean traders in benefiting from Egyptian trade. Due to their 

insignificant share in this trade, British :;ommercial activities were carried out 

25 Alfred ('. Wood, A Histol)' of the Levant Company (Oxford: Oxford 
University Pn.'ss, 1935), 32. 

26 Ralph Davis, A/el'po and Del'lJllshire Square: English Traders in the 
Lel'illlt ill ,he Ei~Iz't't'1lt1z Ct'lltlll)' (London: Macmillan, 1967), 28. 

'!.7 For the estahlishment of the Company see M. Eipstein, The Early 
J-li.\lmy of the Lel'ant CompallY (London: George Routledge, 1968), 36. 

'!.~ John Salllkrson. The J)m·el, ... or JO/Ill Sanderson in the Levant, 1587-1602 
(I.ondon: The Ilaklyut Society". 1931), 209-210. 



undcr the protection of the French ('omml who was de~rr ihl'd ilS having 

treated the British with ail kitl(.lness.2~ 

During the cighteenth cent ury, the French sharl'd thl' grcater portion 01 

the commercial activities in Egypt. French men:hant~ 10111l1'd thl' mosl 

important commercial colony there.~O French trade rearhet! ils hl'yday 

throughout the eightccnth cent ury and was expanded ou bide the hordl'rs 01 

Egypt. This commercial cxpansion, however, \Vas termin,lll'd tlur ing the 

wars and after the battle of Abü Qir. The British overcan1l' the Frl'nch and 

emcrged as thc newcst and the strongcst forcign traders in Fgypl. Not only 

did Egypt bc\:omc a British commercial stronghold, hu t Br itbh CO\l1I1lLTl'l' 

wm. expanded \0 coyer the who\c Mcditerranean 1 egiol1.:11 TIH' Brit i~h 

govcrnmcnt appointed commerci(\1 agents in I~gypt, whcll Ît wa..., dl!-.l'Ovel"l'd 

that their trade incrcased significantly, espccially alter the l:gyplr;lll'-, hl'gan ln 

supply the British food requiremcnts lor variolls Briti~h l'J>.pcdilioll.try torcL'~. 

This was the bcginning of the long and important Briti~h trading cOllllcL'tioll 

with Egypt.32 The expansion of trade ultimatdy rcquircd il mon: IrequL'llt 

shipping schedule. Each ycar British traders incrl'a~ed lhl' 1 retjucncy 01 

29 Ibid. Although the British establishments in thc (>UOrJ1lll1 J ',mpirl' WCfC 

less nurnerous than those of the French, but they WCIl' undouhtcdly 
sounder as they tradcd more ellectively and sccurely. Paul 
Cernovodean, Englanli' . ., Trade Poliey 1Il tlle Le\'wlt muL ha 1·;.\c/HlIl~(, (lJ 
Goods with the Romanian CountrÎes wuler the l.lIter StlllIrl, I{)(JO-171,1, 
trans. Mary Lazarcscu (Buchan~~t: Puhlishing Ilol11c 01 the J\cadcmy 01 
thc Socialist Rcpublic of Romania, 1972),25. 

30 In Cairo the French had always had the lio\l's ~harl' ol tr;,,!t..:, but it wa~ 
still of sorne importancc for the British in the eightccnth œntury taking a 
good dcal of cloth and sending colfee in cxchangc. 1 )avi~, A/t'p/}() lInd 
Deponshire Square, 38. 

31 A.E. Crouchley, "The Dcvclopment of ('ommcrec in the Rcign (lI 
Mohamcd Ali," L'Egypte Contemporaille 2X (1<):-;7), 3 H, . 

.... ,., 
"'- Marlowe, SpoWllg the EgrptÎalls, IX. 
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"" ~hjrrlJlg to Egypt carrying hoth more passengers and goods:'" According 10 

David J ,andcs' 1 igures Briti~h rnerchants incrcased in number and 

importance: lor instance whereas in 1827 Alcxandria had only one British 

cotton house in the city, in IH37 thcre were nine of them, and by 1843 over 

one hundred British natives were permanent residents.34 Crouchley reports 

that hy 11-;39, Britain had come to occupy the t'irst place amongst both 

exporting and importing eountrics.35 

1 ~gyptian ex ports dcpended to a considerable extent on cotton, and, 

therc/ore, ) ~gypt hecame one of the main suppliers of the British cotton 

nced.~Cl The British, more than any other country, was able to makc use of 

the growing production of Egyptian cotton. Egyptian cotton \Vas placed on 

the world market by 1wo lirms, one of them bcing the British Briggs and 

( :ompany. This company rcccivcd the higgest portion of Egyptian cotton 

products. and it transferred approximately 35,000 baIes for sale in Britain.37 

Briggs and Company was creditcd with convincing British manufacturers on 

the value of this commodity. Chicfly owing to its efforts, Egyptian cotton 

round li lavorahle rcccptÎon in Britain, espccially with regard to customs and 

.11 Crouchky, "The Dcvclopmcnt," 317. 

34 David S. I,andes, Ballkers and Pasha.5: International Finance and 
ECOIIOIIlIC fmperill/ism in Egypt (London: Heinemann, 1958), 87. 

35 ('roUdlky, "The Dcvclopmcnt," 317. 

36 As a rcsuIt of what Muhammad 'Ali had done in devcloping cotton, 
Egypl hecame the 'cottO'11 country' whcre cotton dominated a great 
proportion of Egyptian exports. Tom Little, Egypt (London: Ernest 
Bawn I,Îmitcd. IlJSX), 60. The imports of cotton increased and bccamc 
the largest single import in 1820. Liverpool bccame the great market for 
cotton or Bomhay and Alcxandria. D.A. Farnic, The English CottOIl 
Industry tllld tlie World Market. /815-1896 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1(79). 5~. 

~7 lIelcll ,\m1l' B. Ri\lin. The AgriclIlwral Poliey of J\.luliammad 'Ali in 
I~)~\'I){ « 'amhridgl': IIarvard University Press, 19C1I). 142: 



"~ quarantine expenses."l The production 01 Fgyptian cotton, 1 hl'Il, rontrihutl'd 

materially to the devclopmcnt of important British intl'rests in F gypt. 'l'hl' 

resuIting increase in cotton export l'rom the Nile Valky to I,ancal'hin' \Vas an 

important factor in the eventual British occupation 0\ Egypt in lXX~. 3'J 

Mul}ammad 'Ali who profited grl'atly in the sale 01 grain to thl' Ht itil'h h H' 

their forces in Malta and the Iherian Peninsula hat! made lI~l' 01 Briggs and 

Company to transfer the grain from Egypt to its destination.40 As a l'l'suU 01 

an exh!nsive commercial operation accomplished hy the Britbh t radcl s in 

Egypt, Briggs and Co. with offices in l.ondo-1 and i\lexandria \Vas rcgankd 

as onc of the very few establishments which made lucrati"c gillJl~.-l 1 BI igg~ 

and Company was not the only British agent which hcnl'lltcd 11'0111 the 

Egyptian commerce. Britain's East India ('ompany abo l'CcL'iwd a ~han' 

when the Company scrved as an il1tl'rmediary which challlH'll'd \Vl'~tl..'llI 

merchants who wishcd to makc dirl'd commercial contacts \1\ thl' Il'glOJ\. 

38 Rivlin, The AMric/lllllral Po/iey. 142. h)r alnlost lwo (h.:ccldl'~ bdon' 
1821, the ycar of Jume)'s introduction 01 long staple cotton, S,II11ud 
Briggs had been activcly involvcd in atlain_ in I·,gypt. Bctwn'Jl IX03-IXIO, 
he scrved as British 'pro-consul' and agent 01 the I,cvant ('ompany at 
Alexandria. Frcderick Stanley Rodkey, "The i\ttcmpts 01 Bngg~ and 
Company to Guide British J>olicy in the Levant JI1 the IIlll're~t 0\ 
Mchcmct Ali, 1821-1841," The Journal oJ Modem /listory 5 (Mardl­
Dcccmbcr, 19~~), 325. 

39 The prevailing disordcr in Egypt, duc 10 the l1ati()nah~t upn:-'lIIg 0\ 
~Urahi, threatened the British cotton manulacturcrs who~c live million 
spindles wholly cngaged in the manufacture of Egyptian cotton. 1 Il 
addition, British agriculturists had hccn depcndcnt uron Fgyptian cotton, 
sced fertilizcr and oil. Edward Mead 1 ~arl, "Egyptian ('otton and the 
Amcrican Civil War," Po/aïeal SClPllCe Quarterl\' 41 (l'J2(,), 520, 
543-544. The export of Egyptian cotton to Br'itain hccame more 
important than cver, owing to the c~tabJjshmcnt 01 the cottOJl culturc jn 
Egypt by Muhammad 'Ali in lX21-1822. In lX2~ the e.\rort rl'achl'd 
34,299 cantars". A cantar equalled 94 lhs. in J X21. Thoma~ J ',lli",ol1, '/lU' 
Cotton Trade (~r Grelll Brilll/Il (I,on<.lon: Frank \ 'a~~ and ('0" J<)6X), XX. 

40 Rodkey, "The Attempb 01 Brigg~ and ('oll1pany," ~2(), 

41 Ibid. 
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I:or thi:-- purpo'ic, the Ea:--t India Company had establishcd headquarters 

ollices in ('airo and India.42 British commercial interests saw Egypt as not 

only an exporter 01 goods to Britain but also as a market for British goods. 

J ~dward 1,;lIle oh:-.erved in 1 ~25 that the calicos and shawls in Egyptian 

markets were manufactured in Britain.43 

Be:--ide:-, the commercial interests which the British pursued in relation to 

thcir presence in Egypt, Egypt lor them aJso constituted the crossroad 

connccting their adivities bctween India and Europe. Although not so much 

fre(luellll'd as the 1 ~uphrate:-. route. British travellcrs and seamcn l'rom carlier 

times had 100Jl1d their way lrom time immemorial bctwccn Europe and India 

through Egyp1.44 Sean:hing lor an overland routc which offcred a shortcr 

pa:-,:-,agL' to conned Britain and India bccarne an issue as carly as the 

SCVl'nteenth century, The mail to India which usually wcnt hy the long and 

slow route around the ('arc 01 (îood Ilore nceded reoricntation. But 

serious ctlorts at maintaining regular mail communications were initiatcd 

sincc the last '-Iuarter of the cightecnth century, although the efforts were 

regarded having had only a fair Illeasure of success.45 

---- ---------

4~ .Judith Blow Williams. British Commercial Poliey and Trade Expansion, 
175(}-1850 (Oxlord: The Clarendon Press, 1972), 106. 

4~ Edward Lalle. The Manner,\' and Clistoms of the Modem Egyptians 
(1 ondon: East-West Puhlication, 1978), 319. 

44 
William Schaw Lindsay, HiMon' of Merchallt Shipping and Anciellt 
Commerct' (London: Symrson Lltw, Marston and Searls, 1876), 343-344. 

45 Ainslie, who had endeavoured tn procure the Ottoman SuItan's consent 
10 the transit of dispatches, nbtained the SuItan's consent on the 
condition that dispatchcs could come ln Jiddah in English ships, and 
fmm there on Turkish oncs to Suez where the authorities would send 
them to ('airo. Ilaiford I,ancaster Iloskins. British 1?outes to bulia 
(I,ondon: I,ongman. (,reen and (\,., 1928), 10-11. M. Anis, England 
lInd 11zt' Sue:, Routt' 1I1 the Eiglzlt'ellth Centllry (Cairo: Renaissance 
Book:-hop. n.d.). 51. 
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Lord Elienhorough at the Board of ('ontl"Ol lor India hccal11l' the ~h.'all'~l 

supporter in Britain of spccdier communication \Vith hulia hy the Ih'd Sl'.I:lh 

From that period on, various spccdier dispatch ~ervices \Vcn,' conducll'd 

through cither Mcsopotamia or Egypt. In this preliminary st,Ige, special mails 

went through cither one of the two routes, and ordinary maih. still "'L'nt hy 

the very slow route of the Cape of Goot! 1 fope. In 17X4 ~OIllL' I:nglish 

traders led hy George Baldwin saw the possihility 01 a chL'aprr wuh' 10 1 ndia 

by the way of the Mediterranean and the isthmus 01 the SUC/. But il \Va~ Ilot 

until 1830 that English surveyors and ::.cientists ~criollsly consll!crl'd .\Il ;111-

water route to India via Fgypt. The reporl of their lindings. prinlL'd hy on.kl 

of Parliament, arouscd so 1l1uch intcrc~t that the Iloll~l' (lI ('OIlIIll(\I1~ 

cstablished a Select Committce to consider a shorkr wuk tn Il1dl.I:17 

Nevcrthcle~s. the lïrst distinctive oflicial proposai lor thc IL'gular l'OIl\'l'y.II1l't' 

of dispatchcs and maih. hy \Vay of Fgypt wa~ made hy StUillt 1·lphlll~lllllv. llll' 

Govcrnor of Bcngal in ll-l:?::;. who rccomlllclHled :-.kdlll l'lllllll11llllt .ltlOIl 

bctwecn Egypt and Britain remarking that the passagc Illight hc dOllc III 

thirty-four days, ail stoppages includcd.48 

With the invention of steam-powercd transportation, the l',gyptiilll IOUll' 

offcrcd vivid bcnelits for besides ils shortcr pa~sagl' compared 10 thal 01 thL' 

route by way of the Cape, ~team navigation was {~l11il1cl1tly ~lIitL'd 10 narrow 

46 He said: "1 want tD hring India as Bear hngland a~ 1 can, 10 know 
evcrything evcryman in India docs, a soon as st.:am navigation can 
inform me." Albert Il. 1 mlah, The Biograplty or /,,:tll\'tml l ,Il II' J~'m' of 
Ellenborough, GOl'emor-General of /Illlia ( :amhridge: Ilarv:ml 
University Press, 1939), 49. 

47 Frank Edgar Bailey, Britlsh Poliey and the TUfki.\/z U(fOfm Mo l't'Itl f'1I1 : J\ 
Suuly in Anglo-Turki.\h Morelllfnt, 1~26-J~53 (CamhrIdge: lIaI vanl 
University Pre~s, 1942), 05. 

48 Lindsay. 1-1;\'(01)'. :144. 
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sea1'> like the Medilerranean and lhe Red Sell. This was duc to the faet that 

the narrow ~ea~ made fucling casier. For these rcasons, Egypt was chosen to 

link Europe and India by the 1830s.49 In 1830 the first steam voyage was 

made hetween Bombay and Suez, and in 1836 the Oriental Ship and Co. 

started a regular service of steamers between London and Alexandria.50 In 

183') the Pcninsular Steam Navigation Company, which for years held a 

contraet for a monthly mail steamer for Spain, Portugal and Gibraltar, won a 

competition lm a (;ontraet for carrying the mails on to Egypt. Before long, 

now known the Peninsular and Oriental Slcam Navigation Company, it 

extended ils <u.:tivities further cast, estab1ishing a service l'rom Suez to 

('eylon, Madras and Calcutta.51 

The dcvclopmcnt 01 the Suez route if seriously managed had the 

potcntial of l'c1ipsing the overland route which linked Britain and India via 

Aleppo and Euphrmcs52 which had dominated British communications with 

1 ndia throughout thc eightecnth ccntury. But the fact was that the Levant 

('ompany. which had a strong hold on the Levant regions, caused that route 

49 ('harles Is~awi, /lAsymmetrical Developrncnt and Transport in Egypt," in 
Begitlllillgs of Modemizatioll in the Middle East: The Nineteenth 
Ct'Iltllry. l'do William R. Polk and Richard Chambers (Chicago: 
Uniwrsity of ('hicago Press, 1968) 396. 

50 John Marlowe, Anglo-Egyptian Relations, 1800-1953 (London: The 
('rl'scent Press, 1954), 43. 

51 Dcmetriu:-. Boul~er, "The P and 0 Company," The Asiatie Quarter 
Re\'lt'H', 7 (1~~9), 243. For fi ft Y years and more, the steamers of the 
(~ol11pany had performed an ever-increasing part in the maintenance of 
postal and passcngcr communication bctween Britain, India and China. 
Ihid., ~41. 

52 Marlowe, Anglo-I.'.'gyptÏlIll Ilelations. 42. The Euphrates route was still 
l'uitahle for British commercc as reported hy Chesney who carricd the 
Briti:-.h g(\\,ernmcnt's order to survey and study hoth routes of the 
Fuphratcs and the Sucz in lX35-Ul37. Charles William Hallberg, "The 
SUl'l ('anal: Ils IIistory and Diplomatie Importance," (Ph.D. diss., 
('(l\Ulllhia llniVl'rsity. New York. 19~1)), 77. 



to Hourish. The Company ohjeLted to th~' plan 01 op~'l1Ing an alternatiVl' 

route to lt1(lia through Egypt since that had the potl'ntial 01 div~'rling th,-' 

commercial bcnefits out of its dOl11ail1. Iksides, the Mesopotalllian fOUtl' in 

the eighteenth century was prcferred hy the British sincc lhl're was nu 

objection by the Ottoman Sultân who did in l'ad ohject to the l':gyptian 

route. The Sultan fcarcd that the Egypti.11l roule would IIllTeaSC the 

importance of his Mamlftk vassals in 1 ~gypt at his own cxpens~.5~ 

Mul~ammad -Ali, who was very dl'termined 10 collahorate with the 

foreigners in trade, hastened the deveIopment of the route and providl'd th\.' 

facilitics needcd. 1 le perccivcd that the Hed Sea route was dl'stilll'd to 

become of great importance in the tutun.~. Ill'. therdon~, nl'Iled himsdl 

greatly in ordcr to aid those who were cndeavoring to develoJl il. Although 

Mul~ammad -Ali \Vas conseious of British ill-will towanls hil11. hl' lIlade l'very 

effort to encourage the sueccss of the overland route to Il1dia. In olle of hi:--

statements regarding his polil'y on the overland-route he said: "This i:-. your 

highway to India and 1 shaH al ways promote il.1/54 MlIl~atnmad 'Ali olf~ll'd 

facilities for the transmission of mails through Egypt. When II1tcre~t grcw in 

the use of stcamships for this purposc, as it did l'rom H~22 ol1ward, he \Vas 

quick to mect British requcsts for the estahlishment ot coaling depots. 

Mu~ammad 'Ali also provided those European traders who lIs~d the Red 

Sea route and did commerce in Egypt with commercial lacilitic:-., weh as the 

S3 Despitc the fact that Britnin preferred the Euphrates route to that 01 the 
Suez, her control over the islands in the Red Sea, Socotro, and Malta, 
hcr acquisition of Aden and the creation ni the Pcnin!-.ular and (}ficntal 
Company which connccted the Suez, the Indian port:-. and thc )-';lr )0,;1 .... 1 
incrcascd her nel'd of the Suez route. Ihid. Mahall, 'Jhl' Inj/li('lU '(' of 
Sea Power, ~X9. 

S4 Ronald Ilyam, BrÎtain ',..,. Imperial Celltllr)', /8/4-/lJ/5: A .~lli"y oJ 1~'III",r(' 
ami Expansion (New York: BanlL's and Nohic Book", )()7(l) , 247. 
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estahlbhment of a ~table rate 01 exchange and the introduction of a bi-metal 

currency. Furthermorc, he kept Muslim fanatieism in check, prohibited 

special levies (avanies) made upon foreign traders, and allowed their ships to 

anehOT in Alexandria.55 During his Teign, there was a considerable increase 

in commerce and a change in the direction of the trade.56 Despite 

Muhammad 'Alî's monopolies, European traders in Egypt were in a 

favorable position compared with the conditions in Egypt prior to 

Muhammad 'Ali. More and more European traders, therefore, came to 

Alexandria to set up busincs~es. 57 

The British had no desire to rule Egypt directly. Their forces were 

cvacuatcd lrom Egypt in March 1803 after removing the French and 

rcstoring the statu;, quo. The attitude probably rested on their policies 

regarding the Ottoman Empire which uscd capitulations to intervene where 

their illtercts wcre eftccted. Although they WCTe never strong supporters of 

Mul}illllmad 'Ali, t11t.~y licver intervened direetly against him. Seeking instead 

to eheck his ambitions, and, when necessary, to bring him back under the 

control of the Ottoman Padishah. Although the British presence in 

commerce in Egypt was formidable in the first half of the nineteenth century, 

55 Tom Little, Modem Egypt (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1967), 33. 
Marlowe, Spoiling the Egyptians, 69. E.R. Owen, Cotton and the 
Egyptitm Ecollomy, 1820-1914: A Suuly in Trade and Development 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969), 22. 

56 Exports rose l'rom .f 200,000 in 1800 to f 2 million in 1840, and imports 
inereased in the same proportion. At the end of the eighteenth century, 
mor~ than half of Egypt's trade had bccn conducted with the Ottoman 
Empire and only 4 per cent with Europe. However, by 1823 the Ottoman 
proportion was down to one sevcnth. and Europe domil1ated the trade of 
I~gypt. Yapp, 111t' l\,fakiIlK of the Modem Near East, 151. 

57 The devdopment of commerce and the tiberai policy of Muhammad 'Ali 
Wl.'fC attracting to Egypt European mcrehants. Foreign mercJlants usual1y 
cstablishcd thcmsclvcs in Alexandria and arranged for the sale abroad 
the surplus of the country. Crouchley, The Inrestment, 7. 



1 this involvcmcnt did not neccssarily indicak' political amhition. What the 

British searchcd for was mainly commercial gains and an OVl.'r1and route to 

India, not anncxation sinee annexation I11cans morc cxpcnscs as karcd hy tlll' 

supporters of the anti-irnpcrialism moverncnt in Britain in the l.'ÎghtCl.'llth and 

in the beginning of the nineteenth centuries.58 This policy was dcarly 

indicatcd by British Foreign Minister's cxplanation, Palmerston. that the 

paramount interests of the British in Egypt were trade and transit. In his 

lettcr sent to Clarendon he wrote: 

What wc wish about Egypt is that il should continue attadll'd to the 
Turkish Empire, which is a sccurity against its hdonging to any 
European power. We want to trade with )~gypt and to travel throu!!,h 
Egypt, but we do not want the burthen of governing Egypt and ils 
possession would not, as a political, military and naval qlll.'stioll, he 
considered, in this s§ountry, as a sel-off against the possession 01 
Moroeco hy France. 

The lack 01 politieal interest in Egypt on the part of tlw British, howcver, did 

not mean that thcy werc not conecrned about the political dcvelopment 01 

Egypt. 60 Their failcd attcmpt to oecupy Egypt in 1807 was an indication 01 

thcir desirc to shape Egyptian political conditions according \0 thcir intcrests. 

They realized that their communication with the Far East and India, which 

would tlow through the Red-Sea route, would he dcstahilii',cd hy unfavorahlc 

polîtical cÏrcumstanecs in Egypt. Lord Palmerston c>.pres:-.cd thi:-. l'Ol1cern hy 

directing Sir John Bowring to make a comprehensive study 01 thc c>.Îsling 

state and probable future situation of Egypt. In his report, alter makillg 

58 C.A. Bodclscn, Stllliies in Mid-Victorum Imperillli.\111 (New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1924), 14-16. 

59 Evelyn Ashley, The Lite and Corre,'ipondellce oJ lien!)' Johll 'lfJ11Ip/l' 
Viscount Palmerstoll 2 (London: Richard Bentlcy, 187<), :nx. 

60 British govcrnrnent actcd on principle that therc was no Ilccd lor a 
British occupation of Egypt unless a ):rench occupatloll appcarcd 
imminent. Petcr Mansfield, The British ln I!'~ypt (I.OIulon: Wcidcnlcld 
and Nicolson, 1(71), 3. 
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extensive travels through the various parts of Mul~ammad 'Alî's dominion, 

Bowring statcd: 

The more attention is dirccted to Egypt and Syria, the more important 
and intcresting will their position appear; for, in process of time, there 
can he little doubt that both the &ed Sea and the Persian Gulf will 
hccorne the high road to India ..... 

2. The French Interests in Egypt 

In 1672 the philosophcr-statesman Leibniz presented to Louis XIV a 

"Projet d'Expedition d'Egypte" which he hoped might distract the monarch 

l'rom his designs upon the continent of Europe.62 This work was not without 

signilicancc since it torcshadowed many of the reasons which influenced 

Napoleon and the Directors a century and a quarter later. The work stressed 

two things: the historical link hctween France and Egypt since the time of the 

Crusades and the natural wealth of the country and its strategie location.63 

I.eihniz bclievcd that Egypt stood out in importance: 

Amongst ail the rcgions of the known world, China also excepted, 
Egypt stands first. Il is crammed with such an abundance of good things 
that it could scarccly contain any more. There is first the most 
important isthmus in the world-that separating its greatest seas, the 
ocean and the Mediterranean; a place that cannot he avoided without 
circling aIl the sinuosities of Africa; the connecting point, the obstacle, 
the key, the only possible door between two areas of the world, Asia 
and Arrica; the meeting point and the marketing-place of India in one 
side, and Europe on the other- it is the Panama of the East. Egyp.t is 
the jewel of the Orient. By its popul0%fess and its wonderful fertdity, 
it tlo\Vers alone in the midst of deserts. 

61 Frederick Rodkey, "The Torco-Egyptian Question Relations of Britain, 
France and Russia, 1832-1841," (Ph.D. diss., University of Illinois, 
Urbana, 1921), 61. 

62 Leibniz urged Louis XIV to consider the occupation of Egypt as an 
alternative to \Var on 11011 and. P.G. Eigood, Bonaparte's Adl'enture in 
Egypt (I,OI1(lon: (hford University Press, 1931), 49. 

63 .LM. Thomson, Napoleon Bonaparte, (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1952), 117. 



Leibniz did not derivc his notion on Egypt Irol11 a direct contact \Vith tl1l' 

country but rather compiled it l'rom hcarsay. Ncvl'rthe les:.. wha t hl' ilssl'l'll'd 

would not be far from the facts added by later travcllers. ('Iaude-Ftil.'nnl' 

Savary, who had stayed thrcc years in Egypt in 1776-1779.65 wrote aholl t tilt' 

country in his book Lettres sur l'Egypte descrihing in particular its histo .. icaI. 

geographical, cultural and archeological signilicance. ln hi~ hook. hl' poinll'd 

out the strategie location of Egypt and its ecollomic importance: 

If Egypt fell into the hands of an enlightencd peopk, it would not he 
difficult to divert a branch of the Nile into the Red Sea, alld sllch a 
canal would enable the stuffs of Bengal, the pl~rfume ni Ycml.'l1 and thl.' 
gold dust of Abyssinia to be cxchangcd at the p~rt 01 ('osseir 10 .. the 
grain, the Jinen, the various productions of 1 ~gypt. )6 

In addition to its strategie location and ib nalural wealth. ",gypt had 

other attractions. One manifestation of the~c Wil~ thl.' formatlOll 01 an 

Egyptian Association in I,ol1don on lune 9, 17~~ hy il group 01 diktlallti 

headed by Lord Rawdon. The I11cmhels ot the <l~~ocl:lli()1\ wcr~ involVl'd in 

collccting as much information on Egypt a~ pm:--ihle, a~ weil t1S acqulI ing the 

language, studying the antiquities, the manner:. and the cll~tom~ 01 thl' 

people.67 Travelling to Egypt thcn meant not only enjoying the lalHbcapc hut 

undertaking cxpcditions for the purposc of scientific observation. T .. avclkrs 

who came from Britain like W.G. Browne and John I\nte:-., and IWIll h'IIH.T 

like C.P. Volney, resided long enough in Egypt to :--ludy the country 

carefully and to Conn an acquaintancc with its i\1habitant~. They aJ:...o ~tlldied 

its history, its revcnue!o., the relations betwccll the MlI~JiJ11 and n{)n-MlI~lil11 

64 Ibid., 118. 

65 Gordon Waterficld, Egypt (New York: Walkcr and Co., 1')67), 6X, 

66 Thomson, Napoleoll Bonaparte, 1 HL 

67 Bothaina Abd EI-llamid Muhamcd, Uze l:..!!,yptiam and the Aml,s as S~en 
hy the Englüh Two CenllIries Ago ('airo: The Anglo-I :gyplian 
Bookshops, 1957), 2. 
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communities a~ weil a~ its political and administrative institutions.68 

The potential wcalth of the country, espccially of the Delta, was 

gencrally known I>oth trom ancient Grcek and Roman accounts and from the 

reports of the contcmporary travellcrs and the French Foreign Office. As 

far as 1 ':gypt was conccrncd, ncarly ail mcmoranda presented by the French 

Foreign Oftice advocated its acquisition and described it in the most glowing 

colours.69 The c1imatc was salubrious, the potential productivity of the 

country was unlimited, the population was submissive, new crops such as 

indigo and sugar cane could be raisccl, and a canal from Suez to the 

Mediterranean could he constructed.70 ln viewof the enormous advantages 

that the French ITIight exploit from the land of Egypt, French foreign policy 

lavored the conquest of Egypt. As carly as 1739, Dominique Janna, an 

expert in Arab affairs, decIared that French domination over Egypt wou Id 

make France mastcr over the prized commerce of India.71 His theories 

regarding the Egyptian question were supported by Marseille merchants and, 

in particular, the weaIthy and intluential Menard and Saymandi who prcssed 

for the acceptance of the Red Sea projects.72 Menard especially, was 

68 Ihid. Watcrficld, Egypt, 68. In his observation, Browne pointed out 
that the backwardness of the Egyptians was due to their lives under 
forcign invaders. ft was not due to any inferiority or the religion as 
pcrceivcd by most Europcans. This finding was regarded radical since it 
opposed the prevailing belief which viewed religion as a source of 
hackwardness. Sec W.G. Browne, Travels in Africa, Egypt and Syria 
from the Year 1792-1798 (London: T. Cadell Junior and W. Davies, 
Strand, 1799), 425-443. 

69 Whcn I,ouis XV was looking for a satisfactory substitute for the lose of 
('anada, he discovercd Egypt as the best alternative for its unlimited 
pokntials. Elgood, Bonllparte's Ad~'entllre, 49. 

70 .J. Christopl1l'r IIcrold, BOllaparte in Egypt (London: Hamish Hamilton, 
196~), 12. 

71 Kinchc, "The Opening of the Red Sea," 64. 



1 convinced that the Mamlük Beys would he glati 10 ha\'l~ l':llrop~an vcssds in 

the Red Sea and suggested that thrcc or four ships he imnll'diatcly St'nt 

there.73 

Although the French did not take any m~asurcs for the COIH.I\ll.'st of 

Egypt at the time of that observation, they had IlcvcrthdL'SS managed 10 

cultivate commercial influence in Egypt.74 Bdore 'Ali Bey's polÎl'Y to rcvive 

the trade with the European states was put into crfect, the Frcnch I11crchants 

had becn expanding the trade in the arca throughout the cightccnth 

century.75 The opcning of the Red Sea of course incrcascd the volumc 01 tlll.' 

French tradc with Egypt which amounted to about tïve and hall' million 

livres per year in cxports and import~ comhincdJ6 The ligufl' was 

unimpressivc, but llcvcrthcless France had a larger stake in Egypt than hall 

any other European Power. The rccapitulation 01 } ~uropean trade wlth 

Egypt for the year 1776 gives an indication of the promi I1Cl1t po:-.itioll cnjoyed 

72 The French rnerchants in Marseille and Cain) hccamc mot e I.!nergctit: in 
the encouragement of direct Franco-l ~gyptian relations. Saymandi had 
solicited the French governmcnt to tradc through the Red Sea once 'Ali 
Bey had reestablished a political stability in Egypt. Livingstoll, "Ali Bey 
al-Kabir," 103. 

73 Kinche, "The Opcning," 64. 

74 Successive French governrnents paid no serious attention tn the 
proposaIs of occupying Egypt, but wcre interested in devcloping tradc 
between France and the Levant generally. John Marlowe, PreJ!~li()II.\ 
Albion: The Origms of Anglo-Frenclz Rivalry in Ihe Levant (J ,00ulon: 
Elek Books, 1971). SO. 

75 Daniel Crecelius, The Roots oI Alodern Egypt, 65. Belon; the advent 01 
the English on the Levant scelle, the French had cnjoyed commercial 
privileges. Even after the British rncrchants practiced trade in the regioll, 
the British had to pay 10 the French Amba~sador a dut Y or two pt:r cent 
on incoming and outgoing gonds. (J.F. Abhotl, 1i1rkey, Grl'ece (lmi 
Great Polt'ers: A Stluly 1I1 Fnelll/sillp ulld /laIe (I,ondon: Rohert St:olt 
Roxburghc House Paternoster Row, n.d.), X4. 

76 Hcrold, Bonaparte, 10. 
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hy the J;rench traders. In this recapitulation, France ranked tirst among 

eight other 1 ~uropean nations trading in Egypt. 77 The French maintained nine 

maisoll.'i (commercial establishments) in Cairo, tJuee in Rashid, and four in 

Alexandria in 1794.7S 

ln order to increase the prosperity of their trade in Egypt, the French 

needed political protection from the Egyptian ruler. During 'Ali Bey's rule, 

signilicant political protection had been given to the French, and JS a result 

Frcnch trade increased considerably. Bcginning from 1763, thc French 

received more guarantecs of sccurity when a Capitulation was extcndcd to 

the mcrchants of Francc. This Capitulation gave them the right to scnd their 

vesscls and goods directly to Suez.79 Livingstone, a Levantine mcrchant who 

was intimately acquainted with 'Ali Bcy, mentioned that III every port 

capturcd during 'Ali Bcy's campaign in Syria, European ships were receivcd 

with great kindncss, and their commanders wcre assurcd that their trade 

would get protection in their commerce in the Red Sea; they might l'reely 

traffie at every port.80 Mul.lammad Bey, who replaeed 'Alî Bey in 1772, 
----------

77 Crccelius, The Roots. 129. Sorne of the other trading countries were 
Venctian, 1 jvornl~se, English, Swedish, Nearolitan, Ragusan, Russian. 
Ibid., BO. 

7R Ihid., 154. During the eightecnth century, French trade with the Levant 
enjoyed the relative importance. France on the eve of the Revolution 
importcd merchandise to the value of 37 millions l'rom the Levant and 
exported 28 millions thither, devoting 500 to 600 vessels to that trade. 
1 Ienry Sec, Economie tlnd Social Conditions in Franee trans., Edwin H. 
Zeydcl, (New York: Cooper Square Publishers, 1968), 146-147. 

79 Crccclius, The ROOIS, 153. The French wcre the first nation to be 
grantcd a Trcaty of commerce and friendship by Sulaiman in 1535. There 
lollowed aftcr the Trcaty the appointment of French Consuls in the 
I,cvant ports. Duc to this commercial privilege, the lion's share between 
Egypt and Europe l'cil to the hands of the French merchants. Abbott, 
TIl1Â.t'Y. Greece llnd GIt',U Pm l'ers, 84. Marlowe, Prifidiolls Albion, 50. 

80 S. I,usignan. A Hi.\lory of the R('l'o!1 of Ali B{'y Agllinst the Ottoman 
1'01 te. (I.OIulon: 1783). ('h.VI. 



1 continucd the t'ormcr's policy hy l'ncouragl11g ships 01 ('hri~tiall nations to 

visit Suez for he nccded to increasc his ClIstnm rl'Vl'I1lH.'S. 1 ikl' his 

prcdccessor, he provided security 10 the European tr,uling htHl!'\l'!'\ so th,lt tl1l' 

European rncrchants did not abandon the Red Sea rolltl,.~1 

The occupation of Egypt by the ]:rench in 17}\<) l'an Ilot he isolatcd t 1'0111 

the strategie location of Egypt and ils ccnJ10mic illlportance.X~ 'l'hl' I:Il'nell, 

who conccivcd that an expansion \Vas a ll1el\ns 01 cnrÎl'hing the ""'cl1('h 

nation, had turned thcir attention 10 ) ~gypl as carly as the M'Vl'nkl'llth 

century.83 Sincc the sixleentll ccnlury, the French had wishl'd lu hl' il 

colonial power. They had raised an Empire which in 1 (,X3 W,I!'\ al it~ \V1(k~1 

limits. This Colonial Empire included tcrrilmil's and ~phell.'!-> 01 Inllul'l1l'1..' nI 

vast extent in America, India, the islands 01 Ihl.' ]~a~t and Wl'!'\t Illdll';-' and 

areas in East Arrica. Only the dominion 0\ Spain l'xn'l'dcd th.tt 0\ l'IëllH'l' 

prior to 1700.84 The inter-colonial wars, whidl rl'pll'!->L'lltcd Ihl' ~tlllggk lOI 

commercial and territorial acquisitions, had :-.hOWl'd thal the Brill,,11 Il;1<1 

gaincd military supcriority over the French. A~ li re~lIlL, ~cvl.'ntl ITL'l\ch 

colonies fell into the British sphere 01 influcncc. XS 

81 Crccclius, The ROOfS. ]54. 

82 Napoleon perceived that colonial acquisition wa:-. the Ilest \Vay 10 gel il 

great asset in dcvc10ping French strcngth. Shepanl Bancrol t ('Iough, 
France: A History of National ECOllOntlC ... , /78<)-/939 (New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1939), 64. 

83 From thc Crusades onward, the domination of the counlnn. and land" in 
the grcat basin was the prime lor which France and Britalll Wl'IC alway:-. 
contcnding. William Milligan Sloane, nIe Llje ol Napo/t'oll UOllliJ1l11l(' 2 
(London: Thc Times Book Cluh. 19] 1), 46. 

84 

85 

Alfred L.I>. Dennis, Eastern Pro/Jlems al the C/o,\(' oJ tht /':/j!,III(,(,lllh 
Centll~' (Cambridge: Cambridge Univl.'fsily l'rL':-':-', 1<)0\), \<). 

French Carrcbian possession had !cil under thc BrJlj~h hnp"l'. 1 n'IH Il 
rcsistancc in North J\merica collapsed, and the wllOle Norih Alllerll il 
was capturL'd by the Britbh. C. J ,okkc, 'Trc/J(:h <lllti Il)(' ('OIOIlI,r1 
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The J'fcnch percl'Ived, then:lore, that the cOIuluest of Egypt would be an 

excellent suh:-titute for the colonial properties that they had lost. Egypt 

would serve a two purposes: lirst France would bencfit l'rom Egypt's 

ecoJ1omic potential, and se<.:Ond Egypt's convenience as a stepping stone 

would allow the J:rcnch to e>.pcl the British from ail their possessions in the 

Ea~t and in particl/lar de~troy ail their trading stations in the Red Sea.86 

Commercial hendits were one ot the main motives whieh led the French to 

engage in the e~pedition. X7 Napoleon, aware of the cconomic potential of 

) ~gypt, hroughl along in his military invasion of the Nile valley agricultural 

c~pcrls who pointcd out that condition:- thcre were as favorable as those in 

America for the production of cotton, and they expressed the vicw that with 

a littlc encouragement and intelligent direction, ) ~gypt might rival India and 

thl.' (·arolJna.... 1 n his addre:-s to the troop~ hdore they departl'd Toulon, 

Napoleon ~I.tlcd that the cxpedition would of/er cach one 01 his sllidicrs 

suhslansidl lin,incial gain: 

J am now going 10 take you into a land where, by your future exploits, 
you will surpas:- those which up until today have astonished your 
admirers, and will perfOfll) for the nation those services she is entitled 
to e~pect l'rom an invincible army. 1 promise cach and every soldier 
that upon his rcturn l'rom this cxpedit~on he will have enough money at 
his disposai to huy nine acres of land. ~l5 

Question: A Study 01 Contemporary French Opinion, 1763-1801," 
(Ph.D. diss .. University of Pennsylvania, 1935), 90-101. W. Abbout. The 
Erpullsioll of Europe: A HiMory of Fount/ation of the Modern World 
(New York: Henry 1I01t, 1918), 234. 

X6 1 n one of his statemcnts, Napoleon dcclared that "The time was not 
distant when we :-hall perccivc that really to dcstroy Britain wc must 
seize on l~gypt.1/ J.G. Alger, Napolcoa in Egypt, Westminster Rel'iew, 
150 (July-Deccmber. lX9X), 421. 

,~\7 NI' apo con hchcvcd that overscas posscssions should provide France raw 

~~ 

matcrials. and that they should consume France's products, cspecially 
m<lllufactured produl'ts. (ïough. Frallce', 64. 

A. ('astdot. Napoleoll (J,011<.lon: llarpcr and Row Puhlishcrs, 1968), 
HI3. John Rohl.'J't Sccky. A ShoH IIwOly of Napoleoll 1 (London: 



The French expeditionary campaign \Vas wl'll prl'pall.'d sn as to :-l'l'Url' 

the maximum advantage from this l:o~tly e~pcditioll, h l'Ilcil agl'nt~ III .l1l 

almost constant stream passed thmugh l':gypt surwymg ils value a~ a l'ù'lleh 

colony.89 In 1783-1784 various French ollïcer~ \Ven: i.'ommi~sioIH:d 10 study 

the possibilitics of executing this plan, and the 1:l'l'neh Alllh.I~~adnr in 

Istanbul was cven instructed to prcpare a table comparing the advaJllagl'~ (li 

the two natural routes to India, one hy \Vay 01 Ba~rah and ll1l' otll,,'r hy \Vay 

of Egypt.90 According to French ohservation~, the anl' ,~ilion 01 Fgypt 

prescntcd obvious advantagcs. Egypt controlkd the land roule ln Arahl.1 alltl 

India and CVCIl cOllllceted the Mediterranean \Vith I·'ast Alrica.'>1 \Vlthoul tlll' 

acquisition of Egypt, the control 01 the Medikrranean, which w" .... the l11ain 

objective of Bonaparte in his miIitary manocuvre in SOUtlH..Ti1 "UI npe, woul,1 

never he ultimate. For Bonaparte. the IV1cditcl ratll'all w,,~ d Il'.tlnl 01 

advcnture as it was illustratcd 111 hi!-. Meditl.'rr.ll1l'an p(llil'Y.()~ "gypl \Vas IIH.' 

only passage which oll'ercd the possihilily oj pl'l1l'lralillg 1(1 hotl! Blal k 1\IIIl'.I 

and the Red Sca. Franl:e's intcn:sts \Ven: lhrcctl't.1 nol only loward" 

)~,dintaining thcir intluence on Egyplian all'lIr:-. hut also t(l Ililther thelr 

commercial operations in Black Al'rica. Bclon~ Bonaparte's cxpcdition, lhe 

French commercial nctwork had bl.'l.'l1 extended hl'yond the J ~gyptiall horder 

Seclcy and Co., 1890), 03. 

89 I-Ioskins, Routes to !Julia, 27. 

90 Ibid., 28. 

91 1'0 facilitate communication with the 1 ~a~t, Napolcon ordcred hi~ 
enginecr, Lapere, to make a survey on the p()!-.~ihility 01 "lItting tht.: 
isthmus of the Suez. The work for digging a canal wa!'. !lev' carried ouI 
for h~ rcturned to Europe arter the djsastrou~ cnd 01 hi~ expedilioll. 
Alice M. Bisset, "Lord Palmcr:-.ton's Poliey 01 Opro~itl()n 01 the l'wJcLl 
and to the Construction of the Suez ('anal." (M,A. tIH.:~i.., Md jill 
University, Montreal. 1925), 1. l{me, 111e I,t}e (JJ Naf1of<)(JIII, IXI 

92 Swain. I/The Strugglc lor the ('ol1tlOl 01 the Mt'dltl'rJilIH.:all," 7, 
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and /);Id n.:achcd Black A/rica. I:or almost a century, French rncrchants had 

hcen trying to enler into AhyssiniaY3 In 1767 two French agents were 

stationed in 1 ;arshut in an attempt to establish more direct ties with the 

Sudilnc~e market. 94 

ln addition to the interests mentioned earlier, the acquisition of Egypt by 

thc "'rcnch was in pcrtect keeping with the French desire in winning the 

competition hetwecn the European Powers. As far as this rivalry was 

concerned, any aUack on Near Eastern lands cou Id not be separated l'rom 

thc iSSUL 01 acquiring a lion's share of the spoils of the Ottoman Empire in 

case that Empire should succumb. The Ottoman Empire, which was in a 

state of stagnation and decline, had become the object of partition by the 

European powers. Both Catherine of Russia and Joseph of Austria, as early 

as the seventeenth ccntury for instance, had pressed Louis XIV for his 

support in the partition of the Ottoman Empire and offered him Egypt in 

compensation. The partition was not clearly defined and in many cases 

crcated more competition. Each of the Powers planned to seize the rnost 

valuahlc and strategie parts of the Ottoman lands. The French ir:tended to 

occupy tlw land of Egypt which had enormous economic potential and 

strategic signiticance. 

France continued to view Great Britain as her most formidable rival after 

9:1 .Jerome I.obo. A Voyagt' to Abyssinia (London: A Battesworth and C. 
lIitch. 1735), HG. Thcre wcre thwe routes connccting Egypt with black 
Africa. The trade route connccted Cairo with the states of Central 
Südün, middlc Fgyptian valley with the states of Central Südan and 
Upper Egypt \Vith the Kingdom of Funj and Siniir. T. Walz, "Notes on 
the Organii'atiol1 of Alrican 'l'rade in ('airo, 1800-1850," Annales 
J.\ltll1lOlogulllt'.\. 10 (1972), ~63. 

().~ T. \Val/. "J'rat/t' "(Jtll't't'Il Egypt llnd BUat! SlIdall (Cairo: Institute 
Frallcai, d'Archl'nlogie Orientale. (978).224. 



her setback al the latter's hands in India and North America. and she malit.' 

cvcry effort to cut the British route t,) India by occupying the land fr0111 

which they conducted an attack 011 British India more clfcctivdy. In this 

respect, MagalJon, a French mcrchant and Consul who hml lll'Cll statiol1l.'d in 

Cairo, informcd the Cornmissioncrs of Frl.'nch Relations Ihat lime could he 

saved in case thc French tmops wcre 10 attack on Briti:-:h Il1dla 1 rom Egypt: 

Departing l'rom Toulon on the 20th of June, Frcnch tmops L'Olllll hl.' al 
Alexandria on the 10th of July, at Cain> about thc 20th. at Suez ahout 
the 25th, fort y fivc days later in India, bcfore thc Ellglish wOllld havl' 
had time to take any defcnsive rncasure. Tcn thousantl Frl.'lwh newly 
arrived l'rom Europe, in a single campaign, would chase them out 
entirely frol1\ysBengal, where they have thcir principal mih1ary 
establishment. 

In ordcr 10 put further pressure on the Britil'\h tn India. tl1l' h"l'Ill'h 

cstablished contact with Tippo ~<il~ih. the ruler 01 My~()n: in India. dlld 

demandcd thnt he hclp the French 10 make trouhle lor the Blitl~h 111 India 

For that purposc, the French sent a small lorce into Tippo':-. lL'n Itory ln hl'Ip 

him against the cncroaching BritishY6 

Bonapartc's cxpedition marked the 1 irst largc-scale attack hy a bll 0Pl'(l II 

Power on an Arab province of the Ottoman Empire. SCIL'nltlic 1'1IIi()~ily, 

too, contributed France's interest in launching a campaign again:--t 1·.gypt.()7 

The expedition brought along no less th an 120 .wll'unl.\ who hat! a Wldl' rélllgl' 

of expertise in ticlds ranging l'rom a~tf()n()my, mcchanic~ and mll1t'1 a!ogy to 

95 lIoskins, Roules 10 }Ill/ill, 53. Magalloll was a ~trong adVO<'dtt: 01 il 

French occupation as a mcans 01 gctting the I:rench Illerchallb out 01 thl' 
clutchcs of the Mamltïks and 01 carrying on war again:-.t tlll: Briti~h. 
Marlowe, Pre!ù/ious Alhion, 51. 

96 W.M. James, The British in !fUlia (I.OIulon: Mcmillan and ('0., 1 kX2), 
Ch.4. 

97 Il has been affirmcd that the anthu:-.ia~1T1 01 the J.'rcnch .\liI'WU\ he'callll' il 

major factor which awakelled Bonaparte'~ desirc lor ca~tcrt1 C>'pCdIIIOIl. 
Rose, 111e Life of Napoleol1. 1 X2, 
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archaeology and othersYX This scientific expedition founded the Institute of 

J ~gypt, J110dclled alter its Paris prototype. The In~titute had a regular 

schedule of meetings in which members reportcd experiments or observations 

which had hcen conducted. Sorne of the contributions of the Institute were 

the creation of practical devices for the Egyptians such as techniques for the 

mélnul adure 01 saltpder, the creation of windmills, hydraulic machines for 

supplying à,terns, brcad making, substitutes for winc, dyes, treatmcnts for 

opthalmia. classification of the fauna, flora, and antiquities of the country.99 

The cl\tahlishment of thc Institute was an important part of the cxpcdition's 

inlere~tl\. Il was also intended that the Institute l'ind out as much as possible 

ahout Hgypt and exploit its capabililies as a colony. 

Aller the French were defeated by the British, the French did not 

altogcther ahandon thcir intercsts in Egypt. Sincc the Napolconic expedition 

into Egypt. tllen: had devcloped c10sc contacts with Mul~ammad 'Ali. 

1 )rovctti, the J,'rench Consul in Egypt, aligned himsell' with Mul~ammad 

'Alî. IOO 1 le thought that Mu~ammad 'Ali would be the surest instrument for 

furthering the French interests in Egypt: 

')X 

Drovetti, having rcccived definite information l'rom Ruffin that the 
Porte had decided to recstablish the Beys in politieal control, prepared 
to oppose the appointment of Alfi. 1 le informed Muhammad Ali of the 
plans of the Porte and distributed money in Cairo to help the cause of 
Ali. Drovctti sounded out Ali as to his plans and was intormed that he 
would make l'very effort to oppose the entrance of Alfi and his 

Alger, Napoleoll. 422. 

t)t) . 
Ihld .• 428. 

100 Muhammad 'Ali, who laid designs to huild a modern state of Egypt, 
had' proposl'd the request for the British aid. But the latter rejectcd his 
rcquest. and the Bntish refus'" made him turn to the French who 
Il'spondcd favorably and gave ,grcat contribution on the foundation of 
a modern Fgyptian statc. Sce Tareq J. 1 smal'l , GOl'erments and Polilies 
of' COll/flllporary Middle ElI.'~t (Ontario: The Dorsey Press, 1970), "".., ..,., .'--.'.'. 



supp\Jrtcrs into Caim an\'o rould nev\.'r SlIlTl'nder lm. olt iCl' rq~,11 dk:-.s 
of ordcrs fnllll the Porte. 

When Drovctti rl~aliz\!d that thc local situation was 1I1l1'1'rtain. he l'ultivatl'd 

the friendship of thc Mamlük Beys, and l'ven 01 the pro-British Alfi. 1 k sl'ni 

a letter to AIfî tn discovcr AIti's vicws conccrning Napoleon. Allï dcarly 

statcd in his rcply that he did not have uny sympathy for the ):rcllch hl'l'all!'>l' 

they had dcstroYl'd the Mamlük.'î, and that hcsidl's thcy \Ven: tlll' l'Ill'mll'S ,,\ 

his allies, the British. 102 Thc Mamlüks' deci~ion to l'o!llront the I:rl'!lel! 

placcd Mul}ammad 'Ali closcr tu Paris. The mk of Drovl'tli in l'!'.tahli-.hing 

thc Frcnch connection with Egypt was prepondl'r,lIlt. J)rovclll, who hl'ld the 

office of Consul in Egypt for twenty years, lX04-IXI4 ,lJ1d lXI9~lX2(), gaVl' 

support and rCl-oponded to Mul.lammad 'Ali's n:que~t whl'Il Muhammad 'Ali 

was still working on the loundalion 01 hil-o military l'nkl pri~l'. 1 t wa~ 1.11 gcrly 

through him that Mul~ammad 'Ali gave I:n:nch lcclmol'I ais ,1Ild milILII y 

instructors preference whell European nationals wCle engaged. 10] hl'Ill'h 

experts and tedmocrats hall come ln 1 ~gypt with the l''n'Jlch dl Illy 01 

occupation and stayed on ufter the occupation. Othcrs Ilocked 10 l',gypt in 

se arch of jobs whl'n Napo]eon's Empire colJapsed, and an cl'onomÎc 

recession hit France. 104 't'hc famous Colonel Seve and hi~ cOl1lpalriots were 

101 Paul Shupp" "The Europcan Powcrs and the Neilr l':a~tcrn Ouc:-.IÎon, 
1806-1807,' (Ph.D. dio.:s., Columhia Univer~ity, New York, IlJ]I), ~41. 

102 Ibid., 344. 

103 John Marlowe, Spoilillg the Egyptillns, 17. 

104 Afar Lulli ll-Sayyid Marsot, Egypt III Ille UeiJ.:n 01 Mu!zu/Ilnllill Ali 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 19~4), 127. \<'rance wa., hit 
byeconomic de pression trom about IH17 down to the early lXSO. 1\-:, a 
consequence, wages were drastically rcduced, and j()h~ hecalllc rare. 
John and Muriel I,ough, Ail Illtroductioll /0 Nille/enl/h Celllllly Fmnce 
(London: I,ongmans, llJ7X), )6-:17. 
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among those who landcd in 1 ~gypt in seareh 01 employrnent. 105 Still others, 

like Saint-Sirnonians, came to I:gypt later in hope of building a modern 

Egypt. 106 M u~ammad 'Ali turned to those French experts to modernize 

Egypt. Ilis poJicy of hiring the French opened the way for the great influence 

that the French practiced in Egypt. So great was that intluence that an 

English writcr thus descrihed: "There is no nation which has contributed so 

much to the civilization and to the devclopment of Egypt as France.,,107 

The faet that the French government had interests in Egypt also stemmed 

l'rom their endeavor to keep the balance of power in the Near East question. 

DlIring the cightccnth century, Britain and France fought against one another 

on sea and on land, during the American War of Independence, the French 

Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars. France's Empire waned while Britain's 

triumphcd. 108 The British naval superiority was well attested in many 

hattles, among them heing the battle of the Nile in 1798 where one sixth of 

the French ships of the line was destroyed, and that of Trafalgar in 1805 

which cripplcd the French lIect for good. 109 The removal of the French tleet 

made Britain the mistress of the seas and the Indian Ocean her lake. UO The 

105 William St. Clair, That Greece Might Still be Freed (London: Oxford: 
OAford Univcrsity Press, 1(72), 234. 

IOfi The Saint-Simonians were disciples of Henry Saint-Simon who died in 
1825 and leU to his followers a program for the social regeneration of 
the world inclllding the construction of a canal across the isthmus of 
Suez. Ilallberg, "The Suez Canal," 80. 

107 Ilallberg. "The Suez Canal," 91. 

108 Lazarovieh-lIrchelianovich, The Orient Question Today and Tomorrow 
(New York: Duftïcl and Co., 1913), 179. 

109 Owcn Connelly. ct al.. cds., Historical Dictionary of Napoleonic 
FrtlllCt!. /799-/8/5 (Wcstport Connecticut: Grcenwood Press, 1985), 
360. 

110 1 knry Brunschwig. Frellch Colollialism. /8/7-/9/4: Myths llnd Realities 
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French also lost in the rivalry over naval ~uprl.'l11acy l1l thl' l\1cditari\lll'iln 

with the BI itish. 111 

'1'0 this end, the French now wall~cd to M.' l' il stwng ):gypti,1Il ~t,lk 10 

compensate their military weakne::-s. A comprdH.'nsiw militaI y Illi~~ioll W,\~, 

thercfore. sent to serve Egypt. Naval vesscl~ \Vcre con~lruded in Francc 101 

Mul~ammad 'Ali, and French engincers din:ch:d ~il1liliar Cllll~lrucllOn projcrt~ 

at Alcxandria. 112 From IX24 on. the policy 01 Ft ancl.' \Va~ 10 ~lIl'nglhl'11 

Egypt's position in the region. Drovetti cOlln'lvcd that Ihc cOllncl'l101l 

betwecn Egypt and France through thc l'stahlishl11cnt 01 1- gy plI ,Ill naval 

power h) French enginccrs might he uscd 10 halancc the \VL'a"'Ill'~~ 01 tlll' 

French navy against the British in the Near h\~t. l\1ul.lammdd Ali 11I1ll:-.dl 

was very enthusiastic in his responsc ln the Frellch clltLTprj~l':-- 1 k l'llIployc(1 

a French merchant, Tourneau, to go 10 Francl' in the :-'Ull1l1ler 01 UQ,l lor tlll' 

initial negutiation. Ile maintained a COllllcction with (iCIlCI al hl'lliard who 

consentcd to recruit the necessary military per:-.olll1d. 1 U l-rel1ch llIilttary illld 

naval experts were called in to hclp the Fgyptians orgalll/e the éllllly and 

navy. Colonel Seve entircly rcconstrllcted the Egyptian army. Ile IIlrrca:--cd 

the size of the arrny l'rom 20,000 to ovcr 1<KUK)() Illcn. e~lahlishc(1 military 

schools and supplied ammllnition and arms. The I-,gyptian lice! wa~ :-.illlilarly 

improved by prominent naval experts induding M. de ('ericy a:-. IllclltiollCd III 

the last Chapter, and the sailors wcre traincd under the (lirectÎoll ni M. 

(New York: l.'rcdcrick A. Praegl~r, 19(6),6. 

111 Arthur Silver White, Uze EXpllfl.\Um oI f<"RYPt muler AIl!{I()-/~.,.~)'jJlitlf1 
Condominium (London: Methuen and Co., lXJ9), 45. 

112 Vernon John Puryear. France (lmi Ihe /.f!Vtlllt Jrom 
RestoratÎoll to the Pel/ce of KlIIiah (Berkeley: Univer!'>lty 01 
Press, 1941), 42. 

113 Ibid., 43. 

B()II r/)( JII 
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Besson and Rochelorl. l14 

J Il addition to their political interests, the French maintaincd their Jcvcl 

01 trade with Fgypt. There were, indccd, mutual tics bctwccn both sides in 

the arca 01 commerce. During Mul.lammad 'AIî's rcign, which was marked 

hy his close cooperation with J ~uropcan traders, French merehants enjoycd 

substantial commercial profits. Thcy devcJopcd a profitable tradc, 

particularly in cotton, sugar and olives. 115 By 1820, French c10th cxports to 

Egypl had equallcd their thirty years earlicr. Whereas in thc years bctwccn 

1792 France had still importcd sorne cotton cIoth and thread l'rom Egypt, by 

IX39 il was only c~porljng linished cotton goods to Egypt.116 Thc Frcnch 

.. Iso necded the supply 01 J ~gyptian grain. Egyptian grain had hclpcd thc 

Europcans to !ced thernsclvcs throughout the war years at thc turn of thc 

ccntury.117 Mul.1amrnad 'AIî's reconqucst of thc grain producing rcgion in 

IX JO coinci(kd with il va~t increase in the dcrnand for cercal to provision the 

various European arlllies engaged in the Napoleonic Wars. 1l8 Income from 

this source eontinued to inerease as priees increased more than quadruplcd 

114 J.A.R. Marriott, The Eastern QuestIOn: A Historical Study in European 
Vip/omacy «hford: The Clarendon Prcss, 1958), 229. 

Ils With regard to the Egyptian cxport of lùng-staple cotton, Francc was 
onc of the major rccepicnts, ~spccially in 1825-1826, aIthough Britain 
rcmained thl' main export outlet for Egyptian cotton throughout the 
ccntury. Owcn, CottO!l and the EgyptÙlfl Ecollomy. 161. 

116 Frcd I,ilwson, "Rural Revoit and Provincial Society in Egypt 
lX20-1S24," 11Ift'IIUltumal JOliflUlI of Middle East Studies, 13 (1981), 
141. 

117 Kenneth W. ('uno, "The Origins of Privatc Ownership of Land III 

Fgypt: A Rapraisal," IlIfemlltional Journal of Middle East Suu!ies 12 
(Novemhcr. 19XO), 156. 

liS Fgypt hecanll.' one of Francc's two main grain suppliers. In 1840, 71 
l'cr l'l'nt of the total importcd grain to France came l'rom the Black Sca 
and 1 ~gypt through Marscilles. Roger Priee, The Economie 
Modt'lIl1SatlOl1 01 f,anc(' (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1975), 15. 



bctwccn 1810 and IX D. belon:- thL' L'nd 01 thL' Pl'lliJ1~ular ('.llllpaigll. 'l'hl' 

resumption of Russian grain shipmenls bwught Ih\.' hoom 10 ail \.'11l1.119 

This boom ditl Ilot end in lX14, howcwr, as nop ~hortagl'~ il1 l:rallL'l' 

increascd that country's grain imporls espL'cially trom NOVl'l\lhL'r IX 16 10 

August 1817. 120 Sugar cane would devclop il1to the 1l10~t prolltahll' of tlll' 

food items tradcd with thc French tluring ,ml! aller the lK20s. 1 ~ 1 Sugar calll' 

was processed in France's rctïncrics and ~hippcd hark 10 J 'gypt and othl'l' 

Eastern Mediterranean countrics as rdincd sugar. I\lthough the h'L'l1ch still 

earned significant profit l'rom tha! comlllert'l' \Vith the Fgyptian~ dlll ing the 

rule of Mu1.1ammad 'Ali. thcy werL' no longcr controlling tlll' treille a\ lltl'y 

had done in the eighteenth century. By the L'lghk\..'l\th L'l'Illury. the l:rL'l\L'1l 

had a fJourishing commerce, and their merl'h,lIlt~ lormL'd thl' mmt illlpOI t.lllt 

forcign colony in Egypt. In the IÏrst hall' 01 the ninL'1l'cnth lTntlll y. howl'VL't. 

the French were displaccd hy the British. 122 Ftgllrl'~ that rl'l'Old thl' voluJ1Ie 

01 the imports and thc ex ports of Egypt, rank h·alll.:L' in lourth plau' in Il'll1l~ 

p'" of cxports l'rom Egypt and in thint in terms 01 Ifnporls. -.~ AIlL'r IXI5, 101 

119 Owen, Cotton, 19. 

120 Purycar, France, 33. ln 1816 i"rance was hit hy famine which in p,lrl 
came as a result of a ball whcat crop and a pOOf vintage. f.'rcderick B. 
Artz, France IInder tlze Bourbon Restoratiull, /8/4-/830 ( 'amhridge: 
IIarvard University Prcss, 1931), 2 t 7. 

1" 1 S . "')', SI" 5(\ .. wam, lC , trugg e, '..1. 

122 France's commerce was steadily losing grouml hctwccll 1 X 15 and 1 X40, 
Thc rcason was in part becausc of direct ~tcam~hip lincs lo the) ,cvanl 
t'rom Britain on which the l,'rcnch did not sharc. Be~idc~, alJ1l()~t il hait 
of the French merchant ships were captured hy the Briti~h durlllg the 
\Vars. British tcchnical superiority also contributcd to the rcductioll 01 
Francc's sc aborne tradc. Arthur ) ,()ui~ nunham, 111e Jlldll.\lrllll 
Revolution ;n France, 18/5-1841'\ (New York: 1',xpo~lti()1l Press, n.d.), 
380. Geoffrey Brunn, Europe and the French IlIlfJerllllll, 17lJlJ-/8/4 
(New York: 1 Jarper and Brothers, 193X), X6. Tom Kemp, h'COIlOlIllC 

Force.\' in French Hi,\tory (London: Denlli!'> I>ohwn, 1 <'>71), <'>7. 
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cXilmplc, hl.:llch textik e>.ports to the l,evant were eftected by bctter-made 

cloth 1 rom Bclgium, Saxon y , Switzerland and espccially Britain.124 

Particularly in Egypt, Jactory-made English cotton cloth displaced the more 

I.:xpl.:n~ive hand-wovcn fabrics and put mto English hands a large and 

prolitahle markd. )25 

The hench intercsts, howcver, were not limited to the tradition al areas 

of cooperation, but were extcnded to securing the participation of the 

l',gyptian military power in the French aggression in North Africa. The 

Jo'rench invited MlIl.Hlmmad 'Ali to participate in the proposed expedition 

against Algiers.) 26 M ul.lammad 'Ali was indeed anxious to participate in the 

l'onque~t. 111 order to get impcrial justification, he wrote a letter to the 

SlIl!an él1'Iking permission to aUack the Deys of Algiers. At the same time, 

however, he inlormed Guillcminot, the French Ambassador in Istanbul, that 

"unless a1'l~ent is readily given, 1 will go without his consent."127 The 

conquest of Algiers in July IH30 laid the foundation for balance of power in 

the region. In view of the French, besides putting an end to a Ilest of pirates 

which had heen a menace to their Mediterranean trade for more than tIuee 

123 ('rouchlcy, "The Devclopment of Commerce," 117-318. 

124 
Puryear. France, 33. Ralph Davis, The lnd'lstrial Revolution and 
British O,'ersells Trade (Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1979), 
19-21. \Vhcl1 thrown into competition with the British 111 1814, French 
l'otton industry suffercd great loses. Apart l'rom the British naval power 
hy which the British dominated the overseas market, the French were 
inl"crior 10 the British technical expertise. The British were the leaders 
of thc spinlling machincry. Clough, A His/ory, 88. L.C.A. Knowles, 
nu' bu/ustnal and Commercial Revolutions in Great Britain du ring the 
Nillett't'1It1l Century (London: George Routlcdge and Sons, J921), 
75-76. 

1'25 ('rouchky. "The Devclopment," 316-317. 

1~6 " Swaill. The Struggle," 60. 

127 Ihid .. 50. 

1 
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centuries, the conquest was also a serulUS ddianl'e of tlll' British. l ~~ The 

French were interestcd in cstablishing a principality unth.'r Iheir tutdage in 

Algicrs as they had donc with Mul.lammad 'Ali in Egypt. The native rukr 0\ 

Algiers, howcver, wantcd no sueh arrangement. 120 Mul.1allll11ad 'Ali, 011 the 

other hand, although an Ottoman Viceroy, hall ohtained a guardi:Illship 1 wm 

the French not from his suzaain, the Ottoman Sultan. 

Although Mul}ammad 'Ali allied himself with the );rcnch III huilding his 

powerful Egypt, he did not display any anlagonistic attitude 10 the British. 

His full support over the overland route projcct connecting the British 

communication with India as weil as the increasing valuc 0\ his CO 111 Ille 1 cial 

de al with the British traders indicate his cooperative policy with thl' Brill~h 

intcrests. He rcalizcd that under no circumstanccs, could (ircal BI il"ill Ile 

dischargcd from being one of the Powers which was going to shapv the lutull' 

state of Egypt. The fact that Great Britain had displaced hïlnl'l,I~ Illllilary 

supremacy in the Meditcrranean and shilted the economic domination over 

Egypt from Francc's hands to her own as c1aborated in thls ('haplL:r hat! 

given her more access to interfcre in Egyptian ruler's policy onCl: her 

interests were threatened as discusscd in the following Chapter. 

128 J.B. Bury, France, 1814-1840 (London: Methuen and Co" J<)62), 4~ . 

129 D.W, Brogan, The French Nation Jrom Napoleon to Petain, J?J,4l}-J(j40 
(New York: Harper and Row, 1957), X3. 



ft 

'filE URITISII AND THE FRENCH RESPONSES TO 

MUI\MMAD 'ALrS POLICIES . 

1. The Uritish Responses to Mu~ammad 'AIi's Policies 

A. The British Responses in Arabia 

Arahia gave MulYlmmad 'Ali certain cconomic advantages, and its 

geographical location providcd the ruler of Egypt with the mcans of realizing 

his plan to ~ccurc the f1ank of his Syrian territories oeeupicd during the ycars 

1})31-IX1~. 1 Warlike Aral> trilles would provide a recruiting ground !'or his 

growing mihtary cstahli:-.hment.2 Bcsides. Alahia was near both Mllkhü in the 

Yernen ,l'HI the port of Adl:Jl, gate to the Red Sca. FfOI11 the high lands 

hordlTin~ the Red Sea. the rcgion sloped castward lowards rich Pen.,mn Gulf 

ports sueh a~ Ma~qa~, a scat of considerable trade with India, Bal.uain, the 

centre 01 pearl ti~hcric~ and Kuwait, a strategie port with regard 10 

Mesopotamia and l'ersia. 3 Il Mlll.1<lmmad 'Ali c,)uld conquer Arabia, his 

drcall1 h) cstahlish the ancient Arab Caliphate and found a grcat Arab 

nmpirc might he realized. 

William Miller, nie Ottomall Empire, 1801-1913 (Cambridge: University 
Press. 1913), 146. 

2 ln 1Il1ckrtaking the cxpedition, Muhammad 'Ali conscripted the local 
people 10 makc up his irrcgular army. The army of Khurshîd Pasha, for 
cxample, had a fair proportion of irregular Bedouin troops. J .13. Kelly, 
"Mehl'l11ct Ali's ExpeditIon to the Persian Gulf, 1837-1840 II,'' Middle 
Ells/em Stuc/ies 2 (October, 1965),58. 

,.., 
.'1 One of thc major rcasons for prospcrity in the Pcrs:an Gulf region was the 

wcalth (krivl.'d t'rom its gcographiral position and the rich pearl fisheries 
" ':h altrac1ed forcign trading nations. Perhaps trading in Gulf pearl was 
01 a spl'cial inll.'rcst sincc these prarls wcre renowned as the best of thcir 
killd in tlll' wOild . .J.S. Buckingham, T,m'fIs in Assvrill, Media and.... 2 
(1 Ondl)J1' 1 knry ('nlhum and l{'ichard BeatIcy. lR3<l). 302. 



When l\1uhalll' d 'Ali \\'<l~ :-tlll 1I11l'crtaÎn o! hi~ h~lld nn "gyp!. the 

Sul~àn issued an on.ILI' l:omm.\I1ding him to l'\lg.lg~' in .1 l',lll1p,ligll ln ~~'l'lIll' 

Arabia from the WahhühÎ~, ln ISII 11l.' hl'gan 10 olgalli/l' an l':\.pCdltioll ,\Ild 

his second son, '~'üsün, let! his army into thl' 1,liJdI. 1'1I"1I11 ~lllTù'dl'd ill 

occupying the holy cities in ISII-IXI1. and l'xll'ndl'd llll' "gyplian l'OllqlH.'~t 

castwards. In lH 15 he made a trl'aly with the \Vahhahi~, by whil'h tlll' 

WahhàbÎs rdinquished their daims 10 tvkcl'a .1Ild t\kdll1.l, ami .\d.l\(l\',lnlg~'d 

the Ottoman Sul!àn as sUJ'craill.4 Thl'y abo rel'ognill'd a lilll' dl'Il1.1ll'.Itlllg thl' 

area dircctly administcrcd hy thc I:gyptians w hchall 01 lhl' Ottoman Slll~all, 

This trcaty. howcvcr. did Ilot l:oJ1lll1cnd it~l'II tn Muhallllllad 'j\li, ,1Ill! in 

1~16 he ~enl his olha SOIl, IbnihÎI11, 10 cru~h the \Vahhahi:-. 111 IXI)-; 

Dar'î~ 1h. the Wahhàhî Capital, was takcn.5 

ln the IX30s. Mul.1ammad 'Ali hegan a Irc~h c>.pan~i(ln, acllll~ thi~ tlllll' 

111 his own intc"cst and not 011 the insistencc of the ()ttolllan Sllltan. IlaviJ1!~ 
, ' 

consolidatcd his position in the l,Iijàz, in lKB M ulyunmad Ali l110ved hi~ 

troops gradually into central J\rabia, spreading southwards along the V<l!-.t 

coast of the Red Sca. From Medina and Mecca, the tmors advilllL'l:d decp 

into the Ycrnen in 1837. In Dcccmbcr lX3X, the vt\nguard 01 the Red Sc:! 

column was thrusting towards Aden, reaching a point some sÎxty milc~ to the 

south-cast of Mukha6 

4 The Hijiiz was historically conncctcd to Egypt and cconol11Îcally dcpcIH.lent 
on it: Sec M. Abir, "The 'Arab Rebellion' ot Amir (ihalib 01 Mecca, 
1788-1813," Middle Eastern Swdies 7 (January, 1971), 

5 Donald I1awlcy, 11le Trucial St{lte.~ (I,ondon: (,cOIge Allel1 ;lJ1d lJnwin, 
1970), 155. D. Van der Meulen. The Wells of /lm ,t.,'UlIlI ;I,DIH!Oll: lohn 
Murray, 1957), 35. 

6 T.E. Marston, Britain's Imperial Role in the Red Sco, /8{J{J-IH78 (IIallldell 
Connecticut: Shoe String Press, 19(1l), 55. 
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With thi .... campalgn, Mul}éllllmad 'Ali e'itabli~hl!d him~elt a:-. a power on 

the Hcd Sea. Ilis tro()P~ hovcrcd in thl! hinterland of thl! Ycmen and the 

r orb of Mukhù and Aden and gradually forced their way to the seaJ Since 

the hcginning of his campaign in Arabia, Muhammad 'Ali had aspircd 10 

ro~!'>ess the Yemen collee trade and to supply the whole country with the 

manufacture 01 Egyrt.X As early as 1831 when his army largcly stood in 

/\rahian ~oil, Muhammad 'Ali had turned his attention to the Yemen, the 

most populou:-. land in the Arahian Pcninsula, with a coffcc producing 

rotential which wa!'> ripe for incorporation into his state-controllcd economy.9 

Ile laid out a :-..rategy in which he instructed his ComméHlder in Arabia, 

Ahmad Pa~ha Yak an, to securc the centres 01 coffee trade of the Yemeni 

p()rt~. (',mir olling this trade hecamc the major rcason that induced 

Mul.1allll1lad 'Ali to c'\pand his trrritory in the Yemen. 

ln L'very rcgion that he conquercd, Mul}ammad 'Ali consolidated his 

position in order to provide conditions favorable for the exploitation of the 

commercial rcsources of the y cmen. The occupation of al-I~I udaidah, 

Mukhü, and Ta'izz, was marked by the foundation of a 'Coffee Department' 

in al-lludaidah, and the 'Council of Jiddah' controlled the coffee trade of the 

7 Ilcnry Dodwcll, The FOlillder of Modc!rll Egypt (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Prcss, 1931), 61. 

g 
Ahdclllamid EI-Batrik, "Egyptian-Yemeni Relations, 1819-1840, and their 
1 mplications for the British l'oHey in the Red Sea," in PoUtical and Social 
Change ill Modem Egypt, ed. P.M. HoIt, (London: Oxford University 
Press, 196X), 2NS. 

<) R.J. Gavin, Aden wuler British Rule (New York: Barnes and Noble 
Books, 1975), 25. In the sevcntecntlt and the eighteenth centuries, 
1 ~gyptian mcrchants gaincd very substanc' al profit from the coffee trade. 
1 n the nindccnth œntury. coffce was still a valuablc commodity which 
offercd gond rcturns. Marston, Britain's Imperial Role in tlze Red Sea 
Arcil, 53. Ralph S. Ilattox, Co/Tee {ll/d C(~/feei'ouses: The Origins of a 
Social IJel'llrage in tlle Medlenû Near East (Seatlc: University of 
\Vashingtlll1 Press. 19~5). 72. 
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Ycrncn. 1O MulYlllll11cld 'Ali. who acti\'l'ly p,lItil'lp.tll.'d III thl' tl,ldl.' ill Ihl' 

Yernen, introduced ,1 monopoly ~y:-.ll..'m 10 thl.' ... l.·llh:ll l'ul kl' l'\ 11lll1HI miV. 111 

faet, the monopoly was inlendnl to rai~e lhe 1,lrgl' ~llI11S 01 1lI01H'y hl' Ill'l'(kd 

to pay tribute to the Ottoman SUI!<1I1 whik Ill' kt'pt thl..' hulk 101 the l''\IlI.'ll''l':--

of his administration and a large slanding arll1y. 't'hl' Ill'l'd Inr llHHll'y l'aIlM.:d 

him much conccrn ovcr the volume 01 (oltel' plOdllctloll ,,,hil'h h"d 

diminishcd duc to the disruption prevaillllg III lhl' highl,ll\d~ 0\ II\\.' Y l'Illl'Il ,Il 

that lime. 1 1 As a man with many initiatives. r\'luhallllllad 'Ali :--olll~hl .. \Vay 10 . ,. 

incrcasc coffee production. 1 h: made an IIlljulry and ill~trucll'd hi:-­

Commander, Ihrfthîm Yakan. to make l'very l'Ilori 10 prolllok l'ollel' 

production in the country. 12 

Shortly after IhrahÎm's deL'Ï~iVL' victory in J)ar'Îyah in lXIX. the \Vahhahi:--

resurncd their activities in N ajd, in 'Asî rand l'vcn on t1ll' pni phl'lll'" 01 1 Ill' 

l:lijaz. Although reinforccd with Albanians and other rnLTl'l'llarH:~. tilt' 

Egyptian armies wcrc unable to check the wide:--prcad Wahhahî raid!'. or ln 

deal with thc continucd unrcst in thc I.lijal.,lJ The WahhabÎ:-., umkr a IIl.'W 

AmÎ" of the Sa'üd l:amily, Turkî ibn 'Abdullah, had rccovcred powcr in Najd 

10 EI-Batrik, "Egyptian-Y emcni Relations," 2H6. 

11 Since man)' of the coffec trces were grown in the Jl1ountains, the 
disruption ln the highlands caused a considerahle rcdudioll of the collce 
production. Hattox, Coffee Will Coffeehouses, 72. 

12 Robert W. Stockey, Yemen: fhe Politics of the }"eml'Il Am" Uepubltc 
(Boulder Colorado: Westview Press, 197H), 157, 

13 Muhammad 'Ali sent n10st 01 hi:-. bellcr quality I1h~rcenary ullIb to 
Greecc in 1824 and ncglcctcd the af/airs of Arahia. J JOWCVl'I, acting in 
his own intcrcsts in Arabia in the IH30:-., he COllcclltr·,tt;d hi:-. main 
rnilitary effort in Syria and Arabia whcre hc scnt hi:-- better military units. 
M. Abir, "Modcrnization, Reaction and Muhammad J\li\ I·,mpin.:," 
Middle Eastern Sludies, 13 (Octobcr, 19ï7), 207. David hlrlti, "Nil.ilm-i 
Cedid: Nlilitary Rcform in hgypt under Mchllll:d Ali," lOl/lIIill oj Ille 
Israel Orienta! SOCiety X (1972), ] 60. 
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tlnd Ih :-.urrolll1dll1g~ in the IX2():-.. Turkî ibn 'Ahdull,ïh estahli:-.hed the capital 

al Riya ~I, and rea,,~erted \Vahhabî rule over al-l.ltls<Ï bel ore heing 

a~sas~inated in UB4. With thc (kath of the Amir, his son, hli~al, trÎed to 

rcc~tahlish Wahhühi authority, hut Mul.HlInmad 'Ali did not allow Fai~al put 

n;,: amhitions into practict:. IIc sent an expedition to Najd to crush thc 

Wahhühî rcvival. 14 Mul.1ammad 'Ali used his control over the 1,lijaz and 

Najd a~ a ~pringh()ard lor furthcr expansion in the Pcrsian Gulf region. 

Mul.1ammad 'Ali knew the geographical importance of that area and its rich 

pearl fisheries that atlracted foreign trading nations. 15 In 1837, Khurshîd 

Pasha, his ('oJ11mandl'r-in-( 'hief, garrisoncd the principal ports 01 al-Qa!îf, 

'lJqair, and ~(Iihat along the al-I}asa coast, and di~patched agents to Kuwait 

and Bahrain and to the Slwikhs 01 the MUlltaqil tribc, near Basrah, to 

procure supplic:--. 16 

l'ri or to IX37, the British showed littlc direct opposition to Mul.Hlmlllad 

'Alî's ambition lor controlling Arabia. It seemed to the British that 

Mul.wmmad 'Alî's campaigns in the I~ijàz and the Ycmen would not 

succced. 17 Even if thcy should, it appeared unlikc1y that Muhammad 'Ali 

14 lIawley, 'f1,e Tl'llcial States, 156. 

15 The (iulf is one of the oldcst sca routes in the world, and it is probably 
the sea on which mankind first practiced navigation. Charles Bclgravc, 
Uze Pirate Coast, (London: G. Bell and Sons, 1966), 2. 

16 J.B. Kelly, BI/tain and the PersÎlm Gulf, 1795-1880 (Oxford: Clarendon 
Press. 196H). 302. 

17 The assumtion stcmmcd from the fact that cven the Hijiïz did not pass 
wholly into Egyptian hands until the end of 1837. In' addition, the faet 
that the British govcrnment of India solicited Ibrahîm's help in puUing 
down the Persian Gulf pirates, while he was stamping out a rebcl1ion in 
Eastern Arabia in 181<), indicatcd unsuspieious attitude of the British 
towards Muhammad 'Alî's cxpedition in Arabia. Halford L. Hoskins, 
"Background' 01 the Brilish Position in Arabia," The kliddle East Journal 
1 (1947), 142. I~lizabcth Monroe. Britaill's Moment in the Middle East, 
IW.j- N7I (nnItIl110re, l'vlaryland: John Hopkins University Press, 1981), 
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would he ahh: 10 maint,lin a positilll1 01 l1111ch COI1!-ol'qlll'l1l'l' III \I.llll.l, '1 hl!-o 

assessmenl provl'd wrong sinn.' not ollly had l\lul,lallll1ldd 'Ali !-olH't'ù'lkd 111 

conquermg Arabia, hut he had also l'~pandl'd 111: .. trddl' tlll'Il' " ... a Il'MIIL 

Arter the conl}ue~t 01 Arahia, Mul.l.ul1lllad 'Ali lll'gal1 to JllOllll pll Ir IL' tllL' Rl'd 

Sea trade and even as carly as IXIl), hl' had l'xtracll'd tnhull' Irom thl' Im.lI1. 

of Yemen in the shape 01 a yearly !-oupply 01 ~O,O()() h.tlldI~ (If l'offl'l'.IX 

Mul~ammad 'Ali also dominated and monopollll'd tht' l'olkl' trade 01 l\ll1khd 

and sold it at high priees to the Aml'ricans. 1 l) 

No doubt, Muhammad 'Ali'!,> comml'Icial lllal1l'l1Vl'l' 111 ;\Iclhid 

reprcsented an attempt to exploit the econoJ11ic polL'ntial 01 tht' J q!,llIl1. TIll' 

British perceived the objective~ 01 the conquest ,IS heing Ilot ollly .III dtlcmpt 

to monopolize the collee trade hut abo to :-..upply the who Je COlllltl v \Vith thl' 

manufactures of Egypt. a!'> indeed, Muhammad 'Ali tndy 1I11L'1Ull-d. 

Moreover, if Muhammad 'Ali ~llccel'dcd in con:-..olidating his control nI 

Arabia, he would then dominatc thl' trade, li!'> wcll a~ control Lhe !-ohorll'r 

routc to India. The British were not prepared to allow tht: elllcrgl'lIL:e 01 a 

regional power to threaten or disrupt their intere~l~ in the 1 ~a~t. In a 

staternent, Palmerston, the British Foreign Minister, cIailllcd thal MuJ.lilllllllad 

'AIî's design in aIl of his conqucsts was to create an Ar,th bnpirc, and 

certainly Mul~amrnad 'AIî's territorial e)~pansion gave l'very indicatioll th:11 

this assessrnCl1t was correct. During the early months 01 1 X3X, 1 ~gYrlian 

14. 

18 EI- Batrik, "Egyptian-Y crneni Relations," 2H2. 

19 E. Macro, l'emen and the Western World since 157/ (New York: 
Frederick A. Pracger, 1968), 21. Palmcrston protested Muhammad 
'AIî's monopoly (Jf the colfee trade since thc monopoly wa~ thougllt to he 
an act of agression against British commerce. Mar~t()n, IJnllllll'.\ 
Imperial Role, 50. 
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inlluence in i\rahia had eÀtended to every corner 01 J\rabia.::W Muhammad 

Ali controlled the Red Sea port~ 01 Mukh{l and Aden and l'ven the port 

towns 01 M usawwa' and Sawftkin locatcd Oll the East i\frican coast which 

had lallen to hi~ rule alter conqucring the Siidan.21 Moreover, he was known 

to he c()rrc~p()nding with the Shah 01 Persia at a time when Russia was 

laullching an attack on the Indian lrontier fOl'tress of Ilerat. 22 

The Briti~h had long-~tanding c()nnœtion~ with the Y l'men dating l'rom as 

carly a~ the !'>eVl'nteenth l'entury when they were grantcd the right to establish 

a ladory near Mukha hy an ()ttoman lirman. Sillce thcn, Aukha had scrvcd 

as a ~llh~tantial trade c"nler until the end 01 the Napoleonic \Vars. 23 For 

over two centuries, British rnerchants had hecn firmly cstablished in that 

regiol1. recciving cncouragement Irom the ru\crs to mê.lintain commercial 

l'nll'rpl i~l·s. Their ship~ lIocked to Mukhü to transport the cargoes on a 

reglliar schedlllc,24 The Hast India Company had markcd out coffee as one 

of the l1lost proli 'able articles 01 import in the latter part of thc scventccnth 

cent ury and traded rcgularly at M ukhà up to 1767.25 The depression of 
------- --- ------ - --_._--

20 EI-Batrik,"1 ~gyptian-Y cmeni Relations," 2HS. 

21 Ihid.,2X7. 

'1'1 
-- Iloskins, "Background," 142. 

23 Gerald Graham, Great Britai" in the lnâian Ocean: A Study of Maritime 
EllIe/prise, /810-/850 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1967), 286. 

24 Ilal'Old lngrams, The Yemen: Imams, Rulers and Revolutions (London: 
John Murray, 19(3), 52. By 1600 the British East lndia Company 
receivcd ils charter which declared that Mukha bccame its principle 
l'l:nter for the export of coffee to Egypt and lndia. Peter Boxhall, "The 
Diary of a Mokha Coffee Agent," in Arabian Stl/dies ed. R.B. Sarjcant 
and R.L. Bidwell. 1 (London: Hurts and Co., 1974), 102. 

25 (,avin, Adell wu/el' British l?lIle, 21. In the cighteenth century most of 
the eolfee in Britain came l'rom the Levant and Mukha, a port to which 
the 1 ~ast 1 ndia Company sent its ships. Conrad Gill. Merchants and 
Mar/11a.\' (~I the l!..ï,~lltet'11f1z Cmlury (London: E,dward Arnold. 1961). 59. 



l 

1.' .., ,"1-

demand and of priees 01 eolfee hy tilt' last quartn 01 the l'ighll'l'!1th l'l'ntury 

did not derreuse the BTitish inlcresl in Ihis l'ommodily Inr the l'a~t Indla 

CVllP<my began to buy l'olfl.'e at Mukhü and to e~labli~h a Brrtil-h agent thl'Il' 

more Ir kss coni;~1llously t'rom IX02 10 UUO.26 

Aparl l'rom COllll11l'lTial intl'rl'l-Is, Pillilieai inlL're~t~ 100 hat! dr Il\\ Il 11ll' 

attention of Briti:-,h allthoritil.'~ ~inl'l.' Napokon's ;\(h l'nlUrl' 111 l 'g)pl. Thi:-­

hegan in 1802 when Britain l.'lItl'l'cd into ilS 1 ir~t COl11mitllll'llt in South Al,lhr,l 

by signing a Tn:aty of Iriendship and COI11Il1l.'n:e \Vith the Slll!a!1 01 1 .t1.I.lj 27 

A!kr 1820 thl.' L1Sl.' of stl'am vessels made Adl'n and 1,"d,IIIJ 11Ilpi1i LlIlt a" 

colliery :-.ites. As carly as n-cs, a eoaling l-tatlon \VtI~ ntahlr"hl'd dt f\ lukhil, 

and early in UQCJ coal was dumped by tlll' n'l'fl' at Sir,dl bland, .\dl'I\ Illl 

use a~ fuel by the fli!{h Lindsay. the fin,t stcam:-,hip to :-,ad hl'lWl'l'1l Illlha and 
., \.) 

Suez in 18:;0.- 0 

, . 
From a cOlTllllunication perspective. thl' Yeml'Il olier l'd por 1:-. 

indispl.'nsahk for British transportation. Aden. the y cmcn':-, chil'l port, \Va" 

strategically positioncd for both commercial and naval pllrpO~l', Il w;r~ .t 

suitablc port within reach of the Bombny's steanwrs. Aden rouIt! he made 

almost invulnerable to aUack exccpt t'rom the sea.29 ('on:-.cqul'!Il1y 

MU).1<lmmad 'Alî's presence in the Y cmen poscd a threat to British hOpL~:-' loI' 

a strategie eoaling depot at a tirne when thcir naval !orces in ) ~a~lern waters 

26 Gavin, Aden lmder British Rule, 21. 

27 Tom Little, South Arabia Arena oJ Confliel (New York: hederich A, 
Praegcr, 1968), 10. 

28 ~ E. Macro, Yemell, _7. 

29 Gerald Graham. The Polilies of Nu 'la 1 Supremacy: Sllldie.\ 1Il British 
Maritime Aesendency (Cambridge: The Ullivcr:-.ity Press, )t)()5), 2t)2. 
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had heco/Jlc iIH..:rca:-.ingly depcndent on stcam.30 In addition, the East India 

Company, which had a commercial stronghold in the Ycrnen, was obligcd to 

provide protection to the British traders who w(:rc consolidating their 

commerce not ollly in Aden hut in almost cvcry port of South Arabia}1 It 

was kit that the territorial encroachment 01 Muhammad 'Alî's forces in the 

rcgion must hl' rc:--i:--tcd at ail costs. ft was herc that the danger of 

Muhammad 'Ali é1/O:--l'. The British bclievcd that if he controlled the Red 

Sea. Muhammad 'Ali could thrcatcn India, which was rcgarded as the most 

important ()ver~cas p():-.~e:-.sion of BrÎtain.32 ln the late 1830's the issue came 

to a hcad. In 1 Kn ('aptain James MacKenzie of the Bcngal I.ight Cavalry 

l'cvealcd in hi:-- report that M ul,uunmad 'Ali planned to capture Aden. 33 

BC:--Idcs, the British could no longer depend on their naval station in Mukha 

for they IJ"d eÀpcril'lll cd constant difficulties with the authorities there. 

('aptalll S. B. Ilaine:-- 01 the Indian Navy had leported favorably upon Aden 

a~ a harhor in 1 XJ5. Aden appeared to bc a mueh more satisfactory trading 

station. 

Palmerston magnificd the danger wh en he argucd that Mu~ammad 'Ali 

was not alone in drafting his plan. He noticed that the French government 

was solidly bchind the Egyptian ruler's project. The prospect of an 

indcpendent statc consisting of territorics of Syria, Egypt and Arabia with 

French protection lying on the British naval route to India, caused London 

~o Graham, Great Britaill ill the Illdiall Ocean, 296. 

31 James Kirkman and Brian Doe, "The First Days of British Aden: The 
Diary of John Studdy Lcigh." in Arabiall Studies ed. R.B. Sarjeant and 
R.I ,. Bidwcll. ~ (London: C. Hurst and Co., 1975), 179. 

~2 Graham, Great l3f1win in the bulian Oceall, 66. 
"' .... 
. '.~ J\tacro. l't'men. '27. 



much conccrn. Oncc this \Vas accomplishcd, Tunis and Tripoli. the !-'t'l'Ill'h 

dominions, would LlL' prcsscd in!o thc saml' Systl'IH. ,lIld h',\1ll'l' wmlld 

practically become mistrcss of the Mediterrancal1 in plan' 01 the BI Îtish. J-l 

British forcign policy, therc1ore, continually attempll'd to kl'l'p f\ lul.lal11l1l.ul 

'Alî's patron, Francc, out of Egypl and away Irol11 thl.' two I.md 101Ik'~ to 

India,35 The policy was in line \Vith Briti:-.h inll'Il.'sb throughout the 

ninetcenth ccntury that hinged upon the ncrc~sity of dl'll'ndll1t', thl' P.\~ 

Britannica in India l'rom ally pressure, cspccially Iroll1 l'~p.lI1dillg nv.t1 

European Powers,~6 Palmerston suspected that, not only h·flllLl'. hlll RlI~~la 

too back~d Mulyunmad 'Ali, and lhal the latter countI'Y !lIight h.IVl' !ln'Il 

attempting 10 enter il1to a secret undcrstanding \VIth 111111.:n 

The threat that the British tell l'rom lhe Fgyptiall prcsclll'l.' III i\rahia 

provoked Palmerston to check the 1 ~gyptian adVillll'l' int,) J\rdhia hy 

occupylllg Aden, the vital Arahian port. in 
"1." IX3lJ,·h") Palml'/sloll Wd:-' 

34 Ibid" 69. 

35 Ronald Byam, Britain's Imperial Centllr)', 18/5-1YJ4: A SlIuly (J) 1~'lI1pir(' 
and Expansion (New York: Harper and Row, 1(76), 246. 

36 Ibid., 15-16. 

37 M. Verote, "Palmerston and the Levant Crisis, IX32," JUOlnal (J) Modefll 
History, 24 (March, 1952), 149. The British suspect~d tl1at Muhammad 
'Ali and Nicholas J, the Russian Ernperor, coopcratcd in the c,)ntrol 0\ 
the Euphrates route. Francais Chesney, the hcad o! tl1e Briti~h 
Euphrates cxpedition, thercfore, warncd them 01 r the provi/lce ni 
Bagdad through which the Euphrates ran. David (i illard, /lu' S"II~RI(' 
for Asia, 1828-1914: A StlUly in BrW\'1z und UII.\S1ll11 IlIljJl)rÎlIlt.\l1l 
(London: Methuen and Co., 1(77), 5g. Mo' cover, the potential ),'rcnch 
and Russian allies, if unopposcd, might have ~qlll'el'ed the Briti:-.It OlJt ni 
the Gulf and re-created a sItuation in which British COmmUI1H;atÎOI1 would 
be faced with possible threat based in the Persian (J ult. ){o\)erl (lcr an 
Landen, Oman sin ce 1856: Disruptive ModermwtlOll 1Il li Trlll la WIllJI 
Arab Society (Princeton New Jersey: Princeton Univcr:-.ity Prc:-.:-., 10(7), 
174. 

38 Gavin, Aden, 37, 
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c()llvinced 1hdt hy occupyll1g Aden he could proteet the British intcrests 

throughout the Y cll1en. ~') So central was Aden for him that he ordercd his 

~uhordinatc~ not to make any deal with Mul.lammad 'Ali regarding the 

control 01 that rcgioll, a~ rcflccted in a IcUcr which he scnt to John Cam 

Ilobhou~e, British Secrctary 01 War.40 

'J'he Briti:-.h occupation 01 Aden trustrated Muhammad 'Alî's ambitions 

amI was a hlow to his scheme of dominating Arabian trade.41 Mul~ammad 

'Ali hat! to rclmquish the trade centre of the Yemen and Jose a very valuable 

monopoly lrom his hal1lb to the Briti~h. This was a major setback sincc 

Mul.1tll11l11ad 'Ali had drawn large profits from the eoffee monopoly there. 

Palmer ston strongly ohjecled to the monopoly which regulatcd Egyptian trade 

in ail tcrritorics that wcre Ululer Muhammad 'Alî's dominion.42 That the 

l11onopoly ~y:-.ll'1l1 grantcd the control of production and trade in various 

cOl11l11oditie:-. to government agencies and prevcnted forcign traders l'rom 

making any direct transactions had considerably reduccd British protïts.43 

The monopoly system was in contradiction to the free tradc system which 

was \ll'ginning to gain momcntum in Western Europe. Increased production 

in Britain hatl created a need for grcater trading opportunities and led the 
---------------

3tJ Malcolm Yapp, The Making of the Modern Near East, 1792-1923 
(I,ondon: I,ongman, 1987), 74. 

40 Kenneth Bourne, Palmerston: The Early Years, 1784-1841 (New York: 
Macmillan Puhlishing Co., 1982), 576. 

41 lUter the capture of Aden by the British, Muhammad 'Ali attempted to 
regain the control over it by persuading the Imam of the Yemen to turn 
nut the British. but tlw Imam rcfuscd. Illgrams. 11le Yemell Imams, 53. 

4~ Jaspe:' Ridley, Lord PalmrrslOn (London: Constable, 1970),210-211. 

43 \\/1 . 
n 1en the restnction on the ex port of coffce from Mukha eut out the 
Fast India ('ompa.1Y, the British protested to the Egyptians. John 
l'vlarlowe. ~erJi(ii(}lIs Alhion: The Origins of the Anglo-Frenclz Ril'alry 
(London: hlek Books, 1971), 2~O. 



British govcrnmcnt to examine trading conditiolls througllOut th~ ",mlll \VIth 

a vicw to rcvising cxisting trcaties and obtaining conditions mm t: lavol ahit' 10 

British trade.44 Monopoly was considcrcd as a thrcat to Britalll's maintainÎng 

her position as the 'Workshop of the World'. The British defl..'lllkd Irl'~ trade 

as a means to maintain their superiority in the world markets:15 Th~ lIlll'rn.ti 

situation within Britain at that time callcd for OVl'r~ca~ markets a~ dirl'cll'l! hy 

British economists, such as E.G. Wakefield and his rollowns, who n.'g.aILkd 

colonies as the means to avoid cconomÎ(; stagnation.4h \Vith the 

implcmentation of Mu~ammad 'Alî's monopolistic polid\.'~, Briti~h good~ no 

longer had access to the tcrritories still LlIH.ICï l',gyptian rlill', ï'hi~ Cl'I talllly 

was not viewcd favourably hy the British who ~aw ail tel ritory ()lIt~idl' 

Europe as a natural marketplaœ for th~ir industrial pr()dllct~:'17 

Mul~ammad 'Ali undoubtedly regarded the British as unlriL'lldly tnwanl 

him throughout his career. At the beginning of his (;arl'~r in IX07, the Bnti..,h 

tri cd to seize the rule of Egypt lrom his hancb, and he suspL'ded tht'Il that 

the British did not want him to rule Egypt. Whell he despl'ratcly m'l'lied 

frigates to support his naval projcct in the Red Sea, th(; British rclllsL'd to 

44 Helen Anne B. Rivlin, The Agricliltural Poliey of Mul1ll1ll1l111l1 Ali III 

Egypt (Cambridge Massachusetts: lIarvard University Prèss, I()(ll), IX2. 

45 Bernard Semmel, The Rise of Free Trade Impe/iali.\/I!: Classical Po/,tlcul 
Economy, the Empire of Trade and [1',perialism, 175()-/850 ( 'amhridgL': 
Cambridge: University l'n,>>:-,, 1970), 204. Ilavll1g hulil up a 
manufacturing supremacy, Britain turned to free trade and hlandly 
invited aIl the industrially less developcd nations ln enlcr the arl'nil. 
Russel Rea, The Triumph oj"''ree Trade and (Jlha FlI.\suy\ (lI/cl .\jw('{ //('Ii 
(London: Macmil1an, 1920), 4. 

46 Semmel, The Rise of Free Trade, 107. Wakclield wa:-, n.:garded a~ il 

principle advocate of systematic colomalizatiol1 a~ a rCJ1lL'Lly lor the social 
evils of the mother country. C.A. Boddscn, Studœs III Mut- Viclol/Uli 
Imperialism (New York: Alfred J\. Knopl, 19~4), 17. 

47 Graham, The PoUties. 117. 
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sell lhcm to hllll.4~ Il was also the British who had instigated the local rulcrs 

of the Yemen agaillst him and conspired with the rebellious clement in his 

army. The British gave protection to Turkî Bilmaz, a Commander of 

Mul.1ammad 'AIî's irregular army in the I:lijaz, who had revoltcd against him. 

Bilmaz wa:-. rescued by a British vessel when pursucd by the Egyptians.49 

With the British occupation of Adcn, Mul.lammad 'Alî's plans werc 

forestalled. J ,earning that the British werc far morc powerful than his own 

troops, Mul.1ammad 'Alî's son, Ibrahîm, said upon the scizure of Aden by the 

British: "You have taken in one day, what 1 for years have vainly coveted _ 

the Eye of Yemen.,,50 

A.s for Muhammad '/\Iî's presence in the Pcrsian Gulf arca, the British 

pcrccived it a~ an impcnding threat to ovcrthrow thcir political and 

commercial interests.51 Commcrcially the Gulf rcgions had offered the East 

India ('ompany an important market for its exports, and the Gulf was the 

placc whcre the British I11crchants had proven themsclves to be superior in 

commercial competition with other European traders. AIso, the Gulf 

provided British industries with raw materials such as raw silk and Kirman 

48 See ahove Chapter Two: The British Interests in Egypt. 

49 R. I,ow, lIütOl)' of Indiall Nlll)', 2 (London: RIchard Bentley and Son, 
1877), 31. 

50 Graham. Great Britail1, 299. 

51 The British had consolidatcd thcir politieal control over the Gulf as early 
as J 779. when they signcd a politieal treaty with the 'Umanî ruler. 
Landcn. Oman Slflce 1856, 26. In an attempt to sec ure their commercial 
establishment. the British imposed treaties on the Chicfs of the coastal 
region of the Gulf obliging the lattcr to refrain from piracy against British 
commcrcial tleets sincc the carly ninctcenth ccntury. M.S. Agwani, 
Polaies in the Gulf (New Delhi: Vikas Publishing Bouse, 1978), 4. J.C. 
Ilurewitz, nit' Middle East lllld North Afdea in World PoUlies: A 
Documellta,.y Ut'cord (New Haven: Yalc University Press, 1975), 
~17-~IX. 
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wool.52 Politically the Gulf was l'onsidcrcd a strakgic Il.lv.1I rcpol1 101 

British communications with India. The commu111catioilS bl'lwl'l.'n Britain ami 

India via the Gulf had becn used intermittcntly sincc the Sl'Vl'lltl.'l'l1th cClltury. 

and the Gulf was dcvclopcd systematically in r~sponse to the prcl>sing I1l'l'd 

for a more rapid cxchange of information.53 '/'0 dcvclop the route to thl' 

Gulf, Palmerston had planncd to link the Syrian port 01 AIl':\é1ndrelta with 

the Persian Gulf by rail and water communications.Scl 

Mul}ammad 'Alî's dcsign to conquer the (JuIf J"l'gion was c10scly watrhl'd 

by Henry Ellis who had a long expl'ril'Ilce in Indian and Pl'rsian allairs and 

was at the time a mcmber of the Board 01 ('Ol1tlOl. 1 n his 1llL'lIlorélndullI 

submittcd to Palmcrston, he dec\ared that a powerful Mushm ~talL' IOUlllkd 

by Mul.mmmad 'Ali at the mouth of the Huphratcs would he «.Id 1 illlL'ntal tn 

the intercsts of the Indian Empire. Such astate /llight posslhly IIllilt: with 

Russia in partitioning Persia.55 Il might SOOIl spread Ils inlllll'IH'L' throughollt 

Arabia and bccornc an important maritime power which could dl':-.tilhili'l.c the 

security of India.56 Ellis l'urther ohserved lhat a vigorous slale l'slahlishl'd on 

the Persian Gulf might form a 'Muhammedan J ,eague' cOll1pri:-'lIlg ail thL' 

52 Abdul Amir Amin, Bntislz l/ltereSls 1I1 the PelSlllll Gulf (1 ,eiden: 1·:.'. 
Brill, 1967), 140. 

53 H. Furbcr, "The Overland Route to India in the Seventeenth ilnd 
Eighteenth Centuries Il,'' Joltrnal of Indian His{ory, 2<) (A\Jgustus, 
1951), 126. 

54 Harold William Vazeille Tempcrlcy, El/gland (Ind Ihe Near ""(/,\/: '/lle 
Crimea (London: I,ongmans Grcen and Co., 1(36), <)5. 

55 British diplornacy in the Gull rcmained pre-occupied with apprehen:-.ion:-. 
of Russian territorial expansion in thc direction 01 India. 'l'hl: lact that 
the Russo-Pcrsian wars betwecn IX 12 and 1 KB n:sulted in the lo:-.s 01 
Pcrsia's Caucasian provinces conlirmed British apprehcn~iom. J\gwilni, 
Polities in the Gull, 6. 

56 Ram Lakhan Shukla, Bnflllll, Int/w mul the 'lltrlwh /ùll/Jlre (New Delhi: 
Pcople's Publishing lloll~e, 1()73), 3. 



Muslim rulcrs of Cc~.tral Asia with the purpo:-\c of rCl11llvlIlg ,( t'hl i:-\tian 

governmcnt 1rom India.57 

Mul,lammad 'Ali was kccnly awarc that the ,Ircas that he wished tu take 

werc indeed very important to Brit;~ il intere~ts in [ndia. 1 h.' knc\V weil that 

ail of his movemcnts in the rcgioll attral'kd close Bllti~h MTutllly. 

Mul}ammad 'Alî, thcrcfore, was re1ùetant to spell out his intention to control 

the Gulf. Wilcn Campbell, British Consul-CiellL'fal in ":gypt, dl'iiverl'd 

Palmerston's protest with regard to the adva!1ce 01 Mul.lalllll1ad 'Alî's IOlce~ 

in the Gulf, Bogos Bey, Mul)ammad 'i\li's Ministcr for )o'()rci).!,11 AILlils. 

dcnied that Mul}ammad 'Ali had any design 011 Bal.Hdin. and Ihat it had no 

S" part in Mul}ammad 'Alî's ovcrall campaign to conquLT the ('ull.- \'1 ()n the 

othcr hand, Mul~ammad 'Ali's Commander-iJ1 ('hiL'l 01 the (juil n..peditioll, 

Khurshîd Pasha, declarcd in his lctt'Jr \0 British Pohtlcal Residcnt. ('''ptaill 

Hennel, that Najd had bcen subdüed and rcstored to the 1 ightl ul allthol ity 01 

Mul}ammad 'Alî and that Bal}rain, which 10r several year~ hat! hœn trihutary 

to the Wahhübîs, would likewise hc forccd to suhmit to Muhammad 'Ali.St) 

Indecd Muhammad 'AH, whosc forces had l"'cl'n active III the (Iull regiolls, 

had amuitions to cmbracc Bal}rain, 'Uman, Kuwait lInd Ba~rah, hut h~ alway~ 

disclaimcd any intention of secking power in the (iull.()() Mul.liIllllllad Ali 

had gaincd a considerable succcss in spf"ading his influence whcn the SlllIikh 

of ~al~âr succumbcd to his pr~ssure. In March 1 ~3(), the port t(}wn~ of al­

Qa!if and 'Uqair fcll into Mul}amlll'd 'Alî's hands, and the ('hict 01 Bahrain 

57 Ibid. Vcrctc, "Palmerston and the I,cvant," ]49. 

58 Kelly, Britain, 302. 

59 Ibid., 303. 

60 Dodwell, The FOllluier, 143. 
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decided to rccognlZl; Muhammad ;\Iî's rule. J :VCIl the Imàm of Masqa!, 

Sul!iÏn Abü Bk Ahü Saïd, long a protege of the East lndia Company, was 

wavcring in his attachment.61 

ln re~p()nse to tht; inlluenee cxerted by Mul.1<lmmad 'Ali in the Gulf 

region, the British ('abinet prcssed for sharp action to he taken by the Indian 

govcrnment to counteract il. The Resident in the Gulf and the Bombay 

govcrnment joined ill the pica. I1owever, Lord Aucklarld, the Govcrnor of 

1 ndia, rel used to take vigorous action. India, he bclic\ ~d, lacked the 

resourees lor effective action in the Gulf. Ile did not want a protectorate 

o'ver Bal.lrain, mH.1 he did Ilot Wtmt any deeper involvement in the arca. If the 

Cabinet bclieved that Mul.lammad 'Ali should be stopped, they should do it 

thel11se\ves.62 I;urthcrmorc, Auckland recognized that Khurshid Pasha had 

exercised an ext raordinary intlllcnce over the Arab Chieftains of the Gulf. 63 

Pallller~ton's Il1structions, however, were finally implemented when 

Auckland was persliaded to order Hennel to use (\11 the intluencc at his 

eommant! to ~top the further expedition of Khurshid Pasha in the Gulf. 64 

1\1 ul.lammad 'Ali, Iearning that his forces were not a match for the British, 

avoided any military clash with the British forces. His position in the Gulf 

suddellly erumblcd as a result of hostility on the part of the local rulers 

instigated hy the British and of the withdrawal of ail thirtecn regirncnts of 

regulars from Arabia to Cairo where they were needed for Mu~ammad 'Alî's 

61 lI(lskins, "Background," 144. 

62 Malcolm Yapp "British Poliey in the Persian Gulf," in The Persian Gulf 
Sfaft's: A General Sun'el' cd. Allen J. CottreIl, (Baltimore: John Hopkins 
University Press, 1980); 77. 

63 Kelly, ''l'vlehemct ';\Iî's E"-pedition," 311. 

64 Kelly, TIll' f),itllll1. ~11. 
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campmgn 111 Syria. In the Syrian ramp,\Ign hi::- army was tkfcalL'd hy a 

combincd J\nglo-Turkish fon:e. and Muhammad 'Ali a~rel'd 10 r~'nOlince . ~ 

possession of Arabia. 65 Mul~ammad 'Ali lost ail the work that he had donc 

largcly bccause the BrÎ1ü;h had judgcd th al the prl'ponderallt IIltlUl'llt'l' 01 a 

single slrong power in the Red Sea and the (lulf rl'pn'sl'l1ll'd .lJl unaccl'ptahk 

tlueat to thcir intercsts. 

B. The British Responscs in Syria 

From a 11l;)itary point of vicw, Mul,1al11mad 'Ali Ill'l'tkd Sy,-ia 10 guaHI 

Egypt from the East. Ile bclicved lhat 1 he rl'al l'H::-tclï1 1 millier s or 1 ;,gypt Ilot 

'1I11y lay in the Arabian descrt but abo 111 Syr id 'l'hL' cOlltrol of Syllil h"d 

been an ohject for all110st ail ruIer::- 01 J. gypt in thl' pil~t.6() Syria l'njoyl'd il 

strategie location connL'l"ting Europe and the l, a~t via thl' l ',uphr"ll'~ 1 oule. 

From an ccol1omic point 01 view, Syria olkrcd a Int 01 advililtage::-. 'l'hl' 

forests of Syria would supply what I~gypt alway:-. lacked, - wood lor Illl'l and 

timber for shipbuilding.67 Bcsides, Syria olkrcd manpower, rCVCI111~::- and 

control of important cities such as J)amascus and .Jcru~alcm.6X By cOlltrolhllg 

65 Hawley, The Trucial States, 160. 

66 M. Rifaat Bey, The AlI'akeninR of Modem l~:~ypt (I,OIulon: I,ongman\, 
Gregn, 1947), 55. Yapp, l'lze Makm~ of the Modem Nellr I~'asl, 15~. 

67 

68 

One of Muhammad 'AIî's tundamcntal ohjcçtive:-. in Syria was to control 
her coat, timber and valuabJc silk exporh. M.S, Anderson, '/1U' Hus/l'fil 
QrJestion, 1774-1923: A Still/Y zn Inte1l1 li { /Ollul Relatioll.\ (London: 
Macmillan, 1966), 7S. 

As he had donc in Arabia, Muhammad 'Ali (Ibo exerciscd the rolicy 01 
rcguh .. r conscription in Syria. C()n~crirlioJ1 becamc a ',ourœ ul ropu]ar 
unrest and led to a series ot urri:-,ing~. Mo~he Maoz, Ottoman !<ejol'm.\ 
in Syria and PaleMine, 184()-]fi,6): 11z(' Impact of TanZlfIllit Oll Pola u '.\ 
and Society (Oxford: C1arendoJl Pre!-.~, )(J()X) , 14, 16. A:-.;u.l librail 
Rustum, "Syria undcr Mchcmct Ali," 'Ille I1nu"ùïlll }ourtlai of Snrlll/C 
Languages and Literatures 41 (Odo\)cr. } <'>24). 50, 



Syna, hl: would bl: ahlt: him:-.dl 10 expand his cc()I1omic dominance to the 

Ea~l, as Ile had donl: in i\rabia .vhcre he dclegated I:Iasan al-Mal.1rüqî to 

l~r.pand the Red Sca trading links to India.69 With his control of the 

1 ~uphrates river as weil as a large cxpanse on the Mediterranean S~Tian 

CO(lstlinc, he would dOl11mate the trade of thc Levant. Syria had been for 

more than two centuri~s the high-way to lndia, and ail the nations of Europe 

had mercantile cstabli~hmcnts. which were then callcd 'factories', at the 

Syrian towns of Alcppo and Alexandretta.70 

The Arahian Peninsula campaign had shown Mu~ammad 'Alî's military 

ahility and placed him in an advantage in his relations with his nominal 

suzerain. Sultün Mahmüd II. Whilc Mahmüd JI failed to ~uhdue the Greeks. 
" . 

Mul.laml11ad 'Ali had crushed the Arabs on his campaign in Arabia. The 

Sultün's ~1l1l111l0n to Muhammad 'AH to aid him in Greece was an indication . . 
01 the ~tatu~ lhat he had won.71 lnitially Mal~müd II hcsitated to calI uron 

him. hecau:-.c to do so would he to exhibit his weakness. However, despairing 

01 thc h,ld perlormance of his lorces in the war,72 he did not have any 

alternative hut ln ask for Muhammad 'Alî's assistance in 1824.73 That effort 

6<) Afal I,utli al-Sayyid Marsot, Egypt in the Reil?ll of il1uhammad Ali 
(Camhridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984), 77. 

70 John Barker. S.Vf[ll llnd Egypt ullliel the Last Fb'e Sultans of Turkey 
(I,ondol1: Samuel Tinslcy, 1876; reprint, New York: Arno Press, 1973), 
:!3. 

71 Another exampk indicating his superiority over the Sultan was that 
Sultan Mahmüd Il turned to Muhammad 'Alî for military instructors, 
whén the Sultan made efforts to reform his army and navy. A vigdor 
l.cvy. "The Ol1ïcer Corps in Sultan Mahmud II's New Ottoman Army," 
International Journal of Middle East Studies 2 (1971), 22. 

72 p.r,,1. 1 Iolt. E:~ypt llnd Fettile Cresrent. /516-1922: A Politienl History 
(London: Longmans. 1966), 16H. 

73 J.".R. Malriott. nit' Eastern Question: A Historical Still/\' in European 
Dil'lolllllCy (Oxlord: Clarcndon Press. 1940), 118. . 



is dcscribed somcwhat later in this study. At the conclusion (lI IhL' ('Il'L'k 

campaign, Muhammad 'Alî reccived h.'ss of a l'l'ward th.lIl hl' though\ hl' 

ckscrved. 1 le hc1icved that he hall plaYl'd an imporlant !Ok \Vith his "rlllv 

and navy which hall not only as~m;lcd the Ottoman lorces but Iwd ab,) ~.l\'l'll 

them in their attempls to subdue the Grcek insurgents.?4 hnding lhl' Sultan 

ungencrous, Mul!ammad 'Ali undcrlook an invasion 01 Syp(1 to g;111l !l'rrilol)' 

he bclieved vital to his intcrests.75 ln Novcmber lKH, (1 l'omhilll'd I.ml! and 

naval force under the command of hi!'. son, Ihrahim, W.t~ ~e"t 1!lIlh 10 lav 

siege :,' the lortress of 'i\kü,?6 Bdore taking 'Ak,l, Ihr,lhÎm'~ lrunp~ had 

occupied Yalâ and Jcrusalcm. lIaving l'aptured tho~c l'Ille ... , his tlll()P~ 

advanccd to Damascu:--, and alter taking control (lI Ihe Sylï.tll ('aplt.l1 lhl' 

troops crossed the Talll"U~ m()ul1tain~ and cnll'Icd i\~ia Millor. III 1 kCl'lllkl 

183'2, Rashîd Pasha wa~ dcfeated and lakcl1 pn~oncr al KOllyd. J:..1;lllhlll 

itsclf secmed to he ;Jf 11~C Illl'fcy 01 M ul.ldmmad 'Ali .17 

The ddeat of the orro~ing Turkish army along wllh Ibr(lhÎIl1'~ c1pparl'nt 

intention of occupying Istanbul Ied the Sul~an to appe.ll 10 hi~ he~l ally, titI.' 

British, for naval assistance. The British Foreign Secrdary th:rlilled (lll 

bchulf of the governmcnt, hut the ('abinet wa:-- slow 111 .trrivil1g al ,\ 

74 Had it 'lot becn for the intervention ni the ",UropC:t1l POWt'fS, 

Muhammad 'Ali would undoubtcdly have won the battlc. I.A.J{. 
Marriott. A Hisfory of Europe [rom 1815 to 1923 (J ,ondon: Ml'IilLJ1'1l itllt! 

Co., 1931), 167. The reward of his as~istancc wa:-. tn he tlle 
governorship of Crete while hi:-. son, IhrühÎm, wa~ 10 gOVl'1ïI tht' 
rcconqucrcd Morea. Marriott, The EaMem Question, 210. 

75 Apart J'rom the reward, the rccent events 01 Grcck IIldepelldl'llcl' ,tIld 
French anncxation of Aigiers, which r~vealcd the wcaknes!'. 01 the Sultan, 
encouraged Muhammad 'Ali to !'.ee Su!tfln's province oÎ Syria il!'. the areil 
for his military ëxp:msion. Marriott, A 'History oJ Europe, 1()7. 

76 Barkcr, Synll and l'!',r~pt, 176. 

77 Miller, The Ottoman Empire, 14fi. 
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decl~i()ll. 7X The Briti~h policy was amhiguous at that time. ft ~eems that they 

did not ~ide with one 01 the contlicting parties for they could not see any rcal 

henel if ' .JI ~o doing. lIenee during 1832, Palmerston had given private and 

non-committal advice tn Stratford Canning to eonvey to the SuJ!fin the 

g()vernment'~ g~ncral wi~h to :naintain him as a long standing ally and friend 

and a~ an important clement in the balance of power in Europe. At the sarne 

time, vague and gencral as .. mrances of gond will were sent to Mul.lammad 

'Ali. 79 The 1wo faces 01 British forcign policy came as a resuIt of the faet 

that Palmerston still held Lo the assumption that a separate Egyptian power, 

extcnding lo Syria and A~ia Minor ,1Ild evcn swal10wing Istanbul too, wl>uld 

in alliance with thc Shah 01 Persia he a IIrl11 barrier against Russia, the 

British enemy. But hl' also thought it on l'quai possibility that Muhammad 

'Ali l11ight crC,th: a ~trong Mcditerrancan power bJocking the British route to 

India. XO 

By mid-Fehruary lKB, Palmerston had abandoned his ambiguous policy 

and had come tü the decision that Britain would objcet to Mul.1ilmmad 'Alî's 

aC(luisitiüll of Syria.ô1 Palmcrston's deeisioll was bascd on the reasoning that 

the occupation of Syria hy Mu~ammad 'Ali might resuIt in his gaining the 

command 01 Mesopotamia down to the Pcrsian Gulf. This would certain!y 

78 Verde, "Palmcrston and the Levant ('risis," 143. At that period, Britain 
was pre-occupied at home with the Rcforrn Bill and abroad with 
Bclgiul11. Thcsc cvent~ contributed to the British policy of aloofness in 
the Ottoman conniet with Muhammad 'Ali. Marriott, A HistOfT of 
ElIro{Jt> , 16N.· . 

79 Bourne. Palm"fstOll the Earl)' Years, 376. 

80 
C. Crawley, "Anglo-Russian Relations, 18]5-1840," The Cambridge 
IIIs(oriclll Journal, :1 (1929-1931). 56. 

SI IldlK'rt ('Iifford Francis Bcll, LOId Palme/.\{oll, 1 (1lamden Connecticut: 
A'l'hon Books. 19M". ISI. 
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follow if he had the Pashalik of AIl'PPl).~2 That tlll' ()t!OIll.lIlS ~IHl\lld hl' 

strcngthcned by every means was the poli(y l:lIally inüiakd hy 1'.lInll'r~toll. 

This policy was based, among othcr things, on thl' protectIon 01 BritI~.h 

intcrcsts which had existcd in the Ottoman lands Sl11l"1..' the I.ltl' :-1~Il'l'l1th 

ccntury. From that time on, British ml'I<:hants had ell]oyl.'d m:tny l'OI11I11l.'ITial 

bcnc1its, and their position was strcngthclll'd hy the ('apltll1.ltioll~ grtll1ll'd hv 

Sul!an Mul~ammad IV in Ih75. The ('apitulations g.IVl' gn.'t\t Irl'I.'dom 10 

British tradas and guarantccd the security 01 thelr good~. They abo Il.\l'd il 

schcdulc of customs dutics on goods importcd antl c"porll..'d .\Ill! ~IIVl' il 

S.., 
guarantcc lhat no othcr taxes at ail would he impo!'>cd on tilt' Bntl~h.(·' /\11 

thesc strcngthencd the position 01 the Briti~h mcrchallt~ WhO!'>l' trddlllg Ilght:-

had been recognized l'rom a~ carly as 1570 and aCL'ckratl'd hy tltl' j()lIlldatlOll 

of the Levant Company.H4 

The tradition of c..ommercial rclati()n~ with the ()tIOIll(lIl~ opcl1l'd the w;IY 

for the British tn use the Ottoman lands as a markl'lplace lor thl'Ir plodllct~, 

especially in the nincteenth ccntury when tlll'ir rapld economic dl.'vclopll1l'llt 

rcquired markets and raw materÎals. Turkcy, whic l , W;I" pnlllalily é111 

agricuItural country, was in a statl' of n:markabJe ul1<.\cn.kvclopllll'111. '11lt'n.' 

R" 
l: - Ibid. 

83 Louis lIertslet, A Complete Collection oI the 'Frelllie\ lilld ('OIlI'('flf/(Jll\ '2 
(London: Richard Clay and Son~, IH40), ~46-~()lJ. 

84 E. Lipson, The Economie His(ory of EIlRllllld, '2 (1 ,0I1d0I1: J\d;llIl~ and 
Charles Black, 19(4), 335-352. The Engh~h (:i1pitulatiol1~ wele ba'-.cd 
uron the terms of the alliance which had hl'l'n arrangl'd bd Wl'l' Il 1 r,lIlci~ 
1 of France and Sulaiman the Magnilicent in 15~5. In 1(,75 the 
Capitulations wcrc rcncwcd with ~l'vcntl additl()n~ to rCIlll'dy dckcl' 
WhlCh had bcen rcvealcd in the car1 icr grant~. I\lt rcd ('. Wood. A 
History of the Levant Compatly O_ol1don: (hlord lJJllvl~r!-.lly Prc...,~, 
1935). H, lJH. It was not unusual that the (';q)itulalio)l" wcrc n'IH.:wcd 011 

the occasion 01 each l1ew Sultün and Wl'fC ~OIlH:till1c:-, addcd t() ()r 
enlargcd in scope. John Marl()wl.:, ~i)()lfLIlR Ille 1:'g\'fJIWtl\ (Lolldon: 
Andre Deut~ch, 1974). fiX. 
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wa~ pradically no indu:--try III Turkey in the u:--lIal :--en:--e 01 ~Ilat word.1-\5 'l'll1S 

provldcd the Britl"h wilh an opporlul1Ity to ~ell thcir indu:--tna: goods and to 

huy raw matcriab. David Urquhart, who was :-.ent hy Palmerston to e>..amine 

the comlTJcrcial ,\I1d :-.tratcgic pos:--Ihilitic~ of Turkcy. argucd that Turkcy was 

an undcvcloped market lor Briti~h manulactures and a potential ~ource for 

raw matcrial. ~6 l'urthcrrnof( , he l'ven contemplated the 'infinite riches of this 

inexhélu))tihlc ""nplre'. X7 IIc advised Palmerston, thercfore, that ail the 

producc hcing dcrivcd lrom Russia might he ~ccurcd lrom Turkish 

dominï()n~.XX 

Brilain. wlllt'h tluring the lïr~t half of the nineteenth century enJoycd a 

ncar-monopoly 01 rntcrnational trade,89 was taced with thL prohlcm of 

linding ncw markets lor her manlilactured good:-. as carly as the 18~Os.90 At 

a time whcll HI itain de:--pcratl'ly nceded markets for her products, her trade 

X5 

86 

87 

SS 

S9 

Lcland James (ion.")I1. "American Relations with Turkey, It;jO-19~O: An 
1 ~conoll1ic 1 ntcrprl'tatioll." (Ph. D diss. Uni vcr:-.ity of Pennsylvania, 19j2). 
72-73. 

G.II. Bolsour. "David Urquhart and the Eastern Question, IS~~-1837: A 
Sludy in Puhlicity and Diplomacy," The Journal of Modem History, 8 
(March-Ikccrnhcr. 19~O). 449. 

Vl.'rnon John Puryear. El/gland Rlissia and the Straus Question, 
/8·J.I-/85f1 (Bcrkdcy: Univer~ily of California Press, 19~1), 110. 

Ibid .. 10'). 

1 Il the ninl.'tel'l1th l'l'ntury Britain was far ahead in the dcvclopmcnt and 
use 01 ind ustrial techniques. She was the giant among the trading nations 
and thl' gr-cat tinancial c nler of the world of business. Her ships were 
found in evcry sca trolll Iludson Bay to South China Sea from as carly 
as thl' sixtcenth ccntury. Albert Imlah, Economic Elements in the PflX 
BrifilllÎca: 5tlldie .... III British Foreign Trade 1I1 the Nineteenth Cellfury 
(New York: Russel and Russel. 1(69). 67. Ci.B. Wilfred Smith, A 
lIistorlCllI llItroductÎoll to the Economic Geo!:raphy of Great Brlfain 
(Nl.'W Yorle hl'dnick A Pr<lcgcr. 1965), 179. 

')0 Frank Fdgar Bailey. Ilrlflsh Polzcy alld {Ize Tllrkish Reform MOl'emellf: 
A Stl/tlr in Allglo- ftu"".,h Rt'/mlOm. /826-/835 (Cambridge: Ilarvard 



with the European l'ounlries \Va:-- hlllllL'd Il\' tlh' h.lrrl~'I" \\hill! Iht'l'onlllll'llt.d 

nations had rai:-.ed in ortler 10 tm .. h.'r tlh'ir \)\\,11 lIldU:-\11,11 dL'\'l'lt'pnll'l1t li 1 

With the European market remaining :-.tagnanl ,\Ill! conlr\llkd. Ihe 1IIc1r1ü'l:- III 

the Ottoman Empire looked very prollllslng,{)2 

The Ottomans, who l'ontrolkd lhclI l'\P<l[!:, \l'I':' l'Ip~l'Iy. 1111 IIlt'd"IPII'" 

1 1 . l" i (), \' acceptct t 1C pradlec 0 IrL'C lral C.· 'tlI1PU'" dllanr,cl1ll'llb. !-"PllIg hdl k III 

the reign of Sulaiman, who had allowcd !Oll'It-!11 gIIOt.!.., Il) l'nkl Ilt'l'ly 11110 111:-' 

Empire, provided ccrtain eommcrclal 1 il'.\ihtlll\'. !-rom l~ \(l" Pli. litt' 

Ottoman Empire hecamc one 01 Britaill':-' 1l1() ... t Il11pOI t.lI\t t llllllllt'lrI.d 

partners and customL'fs,94 Tradcr:- and Ir.lvL'I kl'" who VI'dll'd 1 hl' Nt'.! 1 l, .1"'\ 

in cver incrcasmg numhers in the IX3():-. .l11d P",lO ... Ic\ulï!t'd \\1111 "'\Illlll~ 

accounts 01 the Turkish eC0I10J11IC élnd :-.lratq.~I(, lJllpOlldl1ll' III 11lL' HIIII:-.lt 

Empirc. For that rea~on. the ma111 l'nam'l' 01 the 'lL'rr Ilon.iI III1L'gllty (Il lilt' 

University Press, 1942). 69. 

91 George Richardson Porter, nIe PlOglt'.\,.., oJ lhe Naltoll Ifl Il' Val/(/U\ 

Social and ECOflOl1l1Clli Rt'latwll.\ jlOlIl the HI'gllll/lll,!! (~I II/(' Nille/I't'Il/II 
rf'ntll1)' (London: Methuen and Co., F)J~), 4;';~. h,IlH'l' l>egdll lu 
protcct its industry hy prohihiting the ill1porl o! kxl,k yarn III l,dH'!l:-' (lI 
any kiml. Russia had prohihited the entry 0\ ail tOlrign llldmtlatllli r:-. III 
1810. The German Zolverein, whik npt "'pL'clIie.dly prolllhltIl1g BIII,..,11 
goods, dit! tax manul'actured good~. and il:-. dut IL'''', ,tllllOuglt Ilot llL'dvy in 
the hcginning tcnded aner a whilc 10 !l10VL' UPW,II li.., 10h11 J 1.11 olt! 
Clapham, An ECOn01lllC /'/i.\tory (~t Mot/elll Hf/Ill/I/' J'lIt' J~lIIl\' RlIIhl'(/\' 
Age, 1850-1886 1 (Camhridge: ('amhridg\.' l;niVl'r~lty l're~~, Jl)():~), 
479-481. See also Resat Ka~aha, 1 hl' ()/lO!llUI1 1~'1I1{J1I(, li/Id ///1' U'mld 
Ecollomy: The Nineteeflth Century (Alhany: ~Lltc linivl'J',>,ty 01 New 
York Press. 19~Œ), :W. 

92 Clapham, An Economie I-li.\lory, 4X 1. IklwCL'1l the cnd 01 !Ill' 
Napolconie Wars and the 1~40s, Ottoman imporb grcw !;I:-'(CJ' than Ih 
exports. In this pcriod, the British incrL'a~l'd thl'Ir :-.hafl~ 111 lhl' ()ttOlllilll 

forcign traùe by about 400%. Resat Ka:-.aha, J hi' Of(OIlU/fl 1~'lIIfJ/f(', 47 

93 Crawley, "Anglo Russian RcIation~," 4X. '1 he (>LtOl11illi practll'c (lI lin: 
trade still saw ~ome rc~tricttoll~ which were plall'd 10 prt'vellt Illl' 
removal of food products and indu~lrial raw matl'riill.., '>(KIl il'> grain,>, 
cotton yarn. Morocco kather, WilX, tine won; dlHI Illoh"ir M Il ""h:1I 
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(HtOl1lill1 Stak' hall real mealllng lor the Briti"hYS 

Whell l'almer .... toll made hi .... deu .... ioll to protee! the intcgrity 01 tht: 

(>ttOIl1i1Il hnrire. it caille too lall' ~lJlee Rll~"ian military aid had arrived a~ 

l'arly (1" Ik33, l'acing alllm,t certain ddeat by tht: in~urgt:nce of Mul~(\Inmad 

Ali and the prohahle 1:111 01 hi~ J·,mpm:. Sul~ün MaJ,lmüd II turned to Russia 

alter hl:- requL· .... t lor d~~i:-tance wa~ tunwd dO\\l11 hy Britail1.<J6 (iuillet! hy the 

theory Ihat no power l'an havt: il better neighhor than il weak ~tate, the 

I{u~~iall~ apparently \vallll'd the ~urvival 01 the Ottoman Empire, For that 

pllrp()~l'. I{ll~~id Lillculated that il Muhammad 'Ali should succt:ed in 

.Il'stroying the weak regil11t: 01 the Ott()man~, he would mo~t certainly hui Id 

Up III ih placL' a ~trong and vigoroüs govcrnl11l'nl of his own, The Russians 

hehevl'd that 1 Talll'C'S hackll1g made Mul.lammad ';\Iî's threat 10 the 

()tloll1an~ Olll' ni ;"l'al and Immediate concerny7 ln British eyL. , the Rlls~ian 

ple~enl'C reprc"l'Iltl'd the vlrtual alll1e"ation 01 Turkey lor Rus~ian toreign 

policy wa~ hclicwd to hl' wJcly dlrcclt'd towards ex1ernal c()nqlle~t.<J8 

Kutukoglu. "'l'hl' (>ttomall-British ('ommcrcial Trcaty 01 HŒ~," in Four 
('('111111'/1'\ oi Turco-Briflsh Relation,,: Sflltiies 111 Diplomatie, Economic 
and ('''!tuwl A/Jlllr.\ cd. William 1 laIe and Ali Ah!'an Bagis (North 
Illlmher~ldl': 'l'hl' ('othcn Press, 1984), 57. 

o..J Bailey. Blilnlt PolJe\', 72, 

<)5 . 4 Hull., () , 

()() .U'. lIurewit:t. D11'io/llllcy III the Near and A-luldle East: A Documentary 
l?t'cord. 1535-/<)J..I (Princeton New Jersey: Van Nostrand, 1(56), 105. 

97 Jo'rl'derirk Stanll'y Rodkey. "Thc Turco-Egyptian Question in the 
Rl'iation:-. of I~ngland, France and Russia UG2-1841," (ph.n diss. 
Univl'I~ity 01 Illinois. Urbana, 1(21), 16. 

<)~ 
W. ('argill. Meht'f1lel Ah, Lord Palmerston, RilSSza alUi France (London: 
T. Brettel!. 1~4()). 6. J\tkr the Napoleonic Wars, the European Powers 
mac.k .1 ~l'l'llrity tormula l'alll'd the European Concert which was 
Illll'nded Ip avoid Wdr~ among its mcmhers. Despite the lact that Rll~sia 
hat! c..k:-.tahili:tcd Brili:-.h rolitical intcrest. they would never settlc the 
dl~ptlte Ily going 10 war. Il11lah, Eco/1omie Elemellls il1 Ihe Pax 
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'l'Ill: l'on~equence pt IUlh'Y Lilling inlo thl.· RU ...... r.111 ~plll·ll· (lI ÎI1II11l.·l1ù· 

This position \Vnult! gin' Rll~~ia dOll1ll11pn 01 1 ndid .Ifld thl.' rOlllllll'll'l' ni Ihl' 

world woult! lIow through lcrriloly ul1lkr l{l1:-'~I.ln Cn\)\nl~,l)t) l'lw '!lll('O-

Egyptian l'onllil'1 rCrrc~l'ntul .\ gl.'t)-politlc.ti Ihl l ·.I1 01 gll.·.It l'Olll'l'I'll 10 

Britain and 111D~t 0\ the \·UroPl.·.I11 PO\\l'l~,I(\(} 1'I1l.' :\lI ... lllan ('h.\llll·lItll, 

Metternich, lor cxamrk. ~uggn,ll'd Ihe d"'p"tt Il 01 a Hlitl~h lied hl the 

Sultan's a~~i~tancc in the J CVlll1l a... t'arly :t:-. 1~3.2 

govcrnmcnt n:lu!'.cd to ald the OttO!11,llh. r\kttl'rl1lch approwd tll\.' Ru ...... }.IIl..: 

sending lorce~ ln dL'fend btanhlll. 101 

Under t:1C~C cin':l1m~tallcl'''', P,t1ml'l :-.Ion lookl.·d at thl.' l 'gypti,11l plohklll 

t'rom thl: point 01 vil:\\' (lI I:UroPL';lll p(llIlit'~. Ile \V.t~ 01 thl' VIL'W tl1,11 

Muhammad 'Ali !'-hould he relllo\L'd ... il1ee 111.' wa ... a Lk~lah!ll/ing l'kllll'nt Ihal 

nol only hat! accekr.tted the dl!'-ll1tt..'gr.ttiol1 01 the OllollWIl ~()VI·II'lgllty. IlIlt 

hat! also disturbcd the hala11ll' 01 j10\\'L'] III "uropl'. Baldllcl' 01 jlO\VlT III 

Europe wa~ ~ccn hy thL' Britl:-.h .t~ IIlI' hc~t IIll'ttn" ln prL'''l'IVL' the 

continuation 01 their trade in the O\tOllldIl d()mlJ1i()n~. Therclore, thl' Bntj..,h 

Brilanica, ~. 

99 Ibid., ~. Britain kan.:d Rus~lan predo111111anct.: 111 blanbul L'\'L'1l mOIl' 

than shI' fcarcd Muhammad 'Ali. Bc~idc~ the lact that Rll', ... ldll d0Il1I111t11l 
might thn:alcn Ihl' British commercial route of the hlphr a te.., to J ndl.!, 
she <lI sn caJculaled that her privllcge:-. in the Straih \Vere III d,lIJgrl due to 
the presence 01 Ru~!'-ian lorce~ III thl: regioll. 10h11 Bdpll ... 1 \Voll, "W!ll (' 

/8/5 ta the Present (New York: Prl'ntice lIall. 194(). (JI. 

100 '1 1 Thoma~ 1 :r~kme Iolland, lit> hlimpeull COllCNI III !hl' !-.(J\lt'fII 
Ques!uJl1: A Collec{[(m (JJ Trealle,\ and {){Izer Poli/Il fi/ J\( 1\ (( hlnrd, 
Clarendon l're~~, lXX5; reprint. Darm:-.tad: SClentla V\'rlilg Arlcll, 
1979), 9. 

101 Frederick Stanley Rndkey. "The VIL'W:-' 01 J'alll1l.'r ... ton and vktll'l' Il Icl 1 

on the 1 :a:-.tL'rn 0 Ul:~tl()Jl i Il 1 XJ4." 'J l ' I:!lgll\h 11/\ loru 0/ 1<1'1'//'11'. <15 
(l930). h'27. 
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were ddl'rnlllled tn kvcp that .... trall'gic policy lunctioll,t1. 102 

ï he dl1xil'ty over tllL' route tu Illdia wa" abo a lactnr wl11l:h made British 

lorcign policy maker~ vel y dL'tLTlllil1cd to prolL'ct the JI1tegnty 01 thc Ottoman 

bllplrc. ï hl' Bntl"h d,cl Ilot want the overlalld route tn India via the 

1',lIphrak" tu 1;t11 1I11(kr Muhammad ';\Iî\ control. W3 ('omm~niealion 'vith 

India via the l ',uphratc~ and the Pl'r~ltll~ (iull \Va~ a key consideratIOn in 

Pallller!-ltoll\ thlJ1killg. particul,lrly al ter lIü:; when thc Euphrate~ route 

M!cl11ed llIore vidhlc. 104 ('oll .... equcntly the Brjti~h conducted an l'xploratory 

expeditJ()1l 10 the l'lIphrate~ rIver hcaded hy f.'ranci~ ('heslley \\/ho had donc 

the prelimillary ~urVl'y 111 11-:30-IX31. In J)eeember 11-:34, tlw Sultan issued a 

lirl11al1 pl'rl1litttng navigation 01 the I:uphratc~ nver by British steam 

vcs~eb. lOS Any atlvantage the Briti~h would el1Joy lrom the c{)ntrol of the 

l:uphra1l''' loute would hl' de~tahi"l'ed by the emcrgence 01 Mul.lammad 'Alî's 

naval PO\WI. \Vltl1 the capture 01 cotl:-.tal to\\ 11:-' 111 Syna and a number 01 

wlith Arah,an ports. Mul.lammad 'Ali began to be the new emcrging loree in 

the l'a~tern Meth1l'rranean and the Red Sea. 1 le controlled the shipping and 

commerce III two maritime regions <ll1t! consequently imposed his poliey on 

commercial regulation ..... ~UL'h as proteetivc tarins that were enactcd with the 

intention ni c1o~ing markets in the lace 01 the British goods al a time whcn 

102 Donald Southgatc, The /l,losl Engh~1z Mill ÎSler: The Poliey and PoUlies or Pll/mef.\101l (London: Macmillan, 1%6), 17. 

103 Jal11e~ Wyclillc 1 kadlam-Morley, Slmlies in Diplomatie His/Of)' (New 
York: A,II. King, 1930),54. 

104 

lOS 

Beilay. Urill\h Polu·y. 67. The Euphratcs route includcd a rcgion al 
which the Russians might strike in the luture, pcrhaps as a possible 
route lor invading ltldia. It \Vas useJul, therdorc, 10 establish a vital 
inte, l·~t tllL're \\hich a British governmellt could easily justify dcfending. 
(iillard. 1 he Stlllgglt' lor A,Ùl. 57. 

II1Irl'\\it/. D/l'tOlllllC\' /tl tlzt> Nell! lIlld M/(/dl/! East, 109. 
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L'ommcrL'lal roliL'i .... ,~ in lad hall long b~en il prohkm lor the Blll1~h 11.llkr~, 

As early a~ thL' latc 1 H~Os. hl..' pO~l'd a thrl'at \Vith hls proJl'ct~ 101 l'ottOI1 

devdopment. textile mi lb and the expansion ni hi~ Iled. W(\ 'l'hl' 

dl..'wlopml'nt (li his cotton projl'd~ and tnlile milb hl'gan 10 1'1I~ll d:-'Hk 

British L'OllllTIoditil's in the markets. \07 Morl'oVLT. a~ hl..' h.1l1 pl aL'liL'l'd ill 

Arahia, Muhammad 'Ali's eXl..'rCISC 01 a monopoly on the produc .... ' ol Syria 

~uch as silk harmed British tradl' ',vhich wa:-. dcslll1l'd 10 pllr~lIL' raw 

matl'rials. 1 O~ 

Elforts were made to eliminate the monopoly hy lI:-'lI1g thl' 0t1oll1all 

Sultün as an instrument to suppre~s Mul.1<lIll1nad '/di'~ policy. In l~n5, th~ 

Sultün issued a fIrman declaring the end ni Mlll.lallllllad 'Ali\ l1loI1opllly III 

Syria,109 Although there i~ no dd\1lik indicatHm th.\l thl' Bllti~h WL'rl' hl'lllnd 

the i:~~ul..' 01 thls lirn~an. neverthelcss, the Briti:-.h Il'.ed lo inlL'rkll' 111 thl' 

internal alfaIr~ ni other nations il their interl':-.ts would he jl..'opilldl/l'd 

otherwisl..'. ln this inlerkrc:nce, the British lIsually l'ornpelled IOl',t! 1 Ult-I:- to 

give British tradl..'rs CO!1cl..'ssion:- and privikgcs at the cost 01 olhl..'f tradcl:-. 1 1 () 

106 Marsot, Egypt il! the Relgn, 245. 

107 Judith Blow \Villiams. Blltl,,,h COf1lIllt!fcud Po/in alld 'Inuie 1~'\I)(II/.'I()Il, 
1750-1850 (Oxlord: Clarendon Pre~s, 1~72), 2~)<j, 

108 Ahmet! Abdd-Rahim Musf.ola, "Thl..' Brl..'akdown 01 the MO!lopoly 
System in Egypt alter IH40." in Po/aiea/and Social CI/(II1~(, III Modem 
ElOPt ed. P .M. llolt (London: Oxford Univl..'rsity Pre~s, 1 ()()))) , '2tJ2. 
Virtually monopolizing the trade of ~ilk for himsdl, li1 J Illy 1 X~I\ 
Muhammad 'Ali i:-~ul..'d an order which prohlbited the exp())'t 01 raw :-.ilk 
lrom Syria. (:omplaints were made by Moore, the Briti"h ('()1l~1I1 1 Il 

Bcirut, about that prohibition. Vernon John l'urycar, Itill'IIU1I/OIW! 
Economlcs 111 the Neur EaH. lR34-1853 (Stantord: Stal110rd (fniwr:-'Ity 
Press, 1~j5), 40. Marlowe, PetJulww, A/huJIl, 2U). 

109 Mustola, '''l'hl..' Breakdown of Monopoly Sy~tem," 2<)3. 

110 Southgatc, The Mm! I:'n}!.II,1l MlllI')ler, 100, 
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l'almcr~ton him:--cll rcgarded intcrfcrence as a lcgitimate way to prote ct 

British intcre:-.ts. 111 Sul~an Mal~müd II ncedcd British support, and in rcturn 

he was prepared to give thcm serious concessions as long as his policy of 

cruslJing Mul~ammad 'Ali was fulfillcd. 112 Mul}ammad 'Ali beeame the 

grcate:-.t obstacle to the succcss of the Sul!an's poliey. His failure to destroy 

M ul~ammad 'Ali militarily at Konya of 21 Decembcr 1832 led to the 10ss of 

Syria, Candia, and Adana to the Egyptian ruler. 113 This tragedy rendered 

Sul!ün Mal~müd II powcrless in face of the British and gave him no other 

choicc hut to aholish the monopoly system. 

The firman of 1815 did not have the commercial effect which had been 

expected by thJ British. Motivated by the failure of the firman, the Sul!an 

and the British :-,igned a commercial Convention at Balta Limani in August 

J838. 114 In this Convention, they rigidly spc:cified the regulations which 

wcrc favorable for promoting British trade operations in the Sultan's 

---------

1 Il 

112 

113 

114 

Ridley, Lord Palmerston, 100. 

W. Philips, Ci.W. Prothero and Stanley Leathes, "Mehemet Ali", in The 
Cambridge Modefll His/ory, ed. A.W. Ward (Cambridge. Cambridge 
University Press, 19(7), 548. In fact Palmerston had made serious 
cHorts to hclp the Su1tün in organizing his army and navy, so that he 
could manage his secürity affairs. Frederick Stanley Rodkey, "Lord 
Palmcrston and the Rcjuvenation of Turkcy, 1830-1841," The Journal of 
Modem His toI)' 1 (March-Decembcr, 1929), 576. Britain sent her 
military oflicers to Istanbul to assist and to advise on the organization 
of the Turkish army as weil as to select Turkish cadets for the training. 
BCl'I1ard I,ewis, The Ernelgence of Modern Turkey (London: Oxford 
University Press, 1961), 82. 

Ilolland, 11le ElIropean COllcert, 89. 

I1urewitz, LJiplol1lacy in the Near and Middle East, 110. The British 
forcign office made full use of this opportunity and persuaded the 
Ottoman Sultün il thc monopoly was abolished, then Muhammad 'Ali 
would he serinusly weakened since he met most of the expenses of the 
army and navy hy means of the statc monopoly applied III Egypt and 
Syria. Kutukoglu, "The Ottoman-British Commercial Treaty," 57. 
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domain,115 and as a consl'qUl'nCc British trad~ in the OU,)fllan dOlllillioll:-' 

grew rapidly.1l6 In .liddah. for examplc, the British \WH.' ,Ihlc 10 cancel 

internaI duties on British goods. 117 Along \Vith t he provisions (,1' Balta 

Limani, the rcapplication of the Capitulations. which gav\.' the British traders 

immunity from the local law, increased British commercial control in the 

Ottoman Empire.118 The Convention also killed on markl.'ls lor 1 :gyptian 

commodities which could not rcmain competitive hl..'call~e 01 the..' higlll'r 

export and import duties irnposed on them hy the ('onvcntlOn. 119 1 n the 

Convention, the BritiRh wcre pcrmitted 10 Rcll lhcir gonds ilnd 10 huy Turkl:-.h 

producc anywhere in the interior, and ail monopolic~ 01 agncuItural produl'c 

and a1l restrictions on the removal 01 gonds Irol11 place !(l place \Verc 

abolished. 1 lencc the need for protecting dome~tic product Wd:-' ~acril iccd lor 

the protection of the country l'rom Mul.l,llllmad 'Ali. ('ollsequcnl iI1lpOl Is ilJ 

large quantitics 01 British goods into the ()ttoman tcrrilOllt'~ t'k;lIly ~hownl 

115 1'0 open up commercial opportunity or to prolect vilal Întell':-.t, BI ilain 
used to use whatcver means happcl1cd to he at her dl~posal. Trl'illil'~ 
of l'ree trade or friendship were a favorahle tartic in the ()ttOlllilll 
Empire as weil as in relation with Persia or South America. ()Ihl'/" 

instruments included cajolery, thlCat, the danglcd loan, l'vell 
occasional1y blockade or bornbardment. But in case where ail ebe 
failed, London was in faet willing to um\crtakc outright krritOl ial 
annexation. Benjamin J. Cohen, nie QuestlOll of Impenalt.\1Il (New 
York: Basic Books, 1973), 33. 

116 Vernon John Puryear, "Odessa: Its Risl' and Internatlonal Importance, 
1815-1850," The Pacifie Historiea[ Reviel\' 3 (1<)34), 205-20(). 

117 Williams, British Commercial Polie)', lB. 

118 W. Yates, The Modern History and Condition oI E~ypt: Il,\ CllmalC,\ 
and Capabilities 1 (London: Smitl, 1 ~Ider, 1~43), 450-451. 

119 Despitc the monopoly poliey, Muhammad 'Ali coult! not make a tight 
control on the entrance of the iinported go()d~. Ile was c()/1~tal1t1y 
reminded of the cheapness and Rupcriority of certain imported go()(b 
which in turn threatened domestic products. With the impo:-.itiol1 01 
BaHa Lirnani Convention, the cOJ1(!Jtion was even wor:-.c. J J urc..:wlt/., 
Diplomaey ill the Near and Midd!p t'ast, 1 J(J- J ] 1. I<oherl M ahro illld 

Samir Radwan, The Industrializatioll of E~ypl, 1939-1973: PO/UT mul 
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that the hmpire was now rclegated to a quasi-colonial status importing 

manufactured goods and exporting raw materiaJs for European industries. 120 

ln IX39 the Sultan and Muhammad 'Ali were again at war. In this 

second Syrian war, the Turks were once again beaten at the battle of Nazib 

and the Ottoman Ileet deserted to the enemy.121 This time Britain could not 

rcmaill in passive acquiescence, for the progress of Mul~ammad 'Ali was 

ohviously adverse to the estabJished and officially recognized interests of 

Britain. In his leUer written to Campbell, Palmerston warned Muhammad 

'Ali of the consequences il he chose again to attack upon Hny part of the 

Sul~ftn's lorccs. 122 In this second clash, instead of allowing the authority of 

the Ottomans to he rcestahlished by Russia alone, the European Powers 

Iwaded hy Britain chose collective action. A Convention of representatives 

01 Great Britain, Russia, Prussia and Austria was held at J ,ondon in July 

IX40 where they decided to support the Sul!an against Mul~ammad 'Ali. 

Under the terms 01 the Convention, Mul~ammad 'Ali was to reccive the 

hcrcditary tenure of Egypt with the governorship of 'Akà. If he did not 

120 

121 

Perfomultlcee (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1976), 13. 

John Gallagcr and Ronald Robinson, "The Interpretation of Free 
Trade," TIlt' Economie History Rel'iew 2nd Series 6 (1953), 1. 
Muhammad 'AIi's monopoly was in part aimed at protecting domestic 
products l'rom an unhcaIthy competitIOn with foreign goods. This policy 
was ot'ten practiced by any nation on the infant industry argument. The 
British werc among those who exercised the policy before their industry 
was strong and diversified. William Smart, The Retllrn to Protection 
(I,OIulon: Macmillan and Co., 19(4), 65. 

Coleman Phillipson and Nocl Buxton, The Question of the Bo.\]Jhorus 
and Dtmümelles (London: Stevens and Hayness, 1917), 72. Sultan 
Mahmüd H'S army and navy reforms wcre decided failures because 
theie remained large segments of the old miIitary order with a poor 
undl'rstanding of leadership. Besides, he employed European soldicrs 
whosc ahilitics were far inferior to that ot the Europeans in Egyptian 
sl'rvicc. I,cvy, "The Ofliccr Corps," 23-24. 

122 ('argill, Mt'llt'met Ali, 35. 



accede to the terms within ten days. the olier 01 'Ab w(luld hl' \\ ithdrawll. Il 

after another ten days he rdused to suhmit. the Sultan wnuld Ill' t'rl'\.' 10 

adopt any course that suited his own interesls. 123 

Whcn Mul~ammad 'AH rclused to acccpt the arr.mgl'ment pwpoM.'d, 

Ponsonby, thc British Ambassador in Istanbul, sent an agent 10 Syria 10 rai!'>L' 

thc tribes of Lcbanon against IbrühÎm.] 24 Ikirul W,lS hombarckd on Il 

Scptembcr 1840 and an Anglo-Turkish force landed. Upri~ings hwkL' out ail 

over Syria and with a naval blockade of the Medill'rrallcan prl'Vl'Illing 

supplies from reaching him, IbrühÎm rctreatcd to rgypt \Vith 1110..,1 01 Iw, 

army.12S Following the retrcat of Ibrahim l'rom Syria, tht' Sul!an J!->!'>lInl a 

firman confirming Mul~ammad 'AU in the hcredit,\! y rule owr Fgypt. '1'0 

retlcct the improved political position of 01 the Sultan, thl' IlIllldll (olllailll'<1 

sorne restrictions, such as the right of the Sul!an to nommatl' .llly 11lL'Il1Ih'r 01 

his family as sucees:sor and the acquisition ni Olll' lourth (II Ihl' reVCIlUl' 01 

Egypt as tribUle. 

Muhammad 'Ali refuscd the conditions of the Il rman and rd Il!->l'd 10 

submit unless there were changes. The Sul!ün finally gave up the J ight lo 

select the successor. 126 With the acceptance oj the levi~ed 1 irman hy 

123 Hurewitz, Diplomacy in the Near and Middl<J FmI, II()-II~. M.S. 
Anderson, The Great P()U'er.~· and the Nellr E{{.~t (J ,0I1<1on: Fdwanl 
Arnold, 1970), 49. 

124 Bourgeois, HistOl)' of Modem France, 1815-1CJ/3 « 'ambridgc: 
University Press, 1914), 216. The Russiam, were abo intriguing again!'>t 
Ibrahim in Syria. Their intrigue took the ~hapc o! inciting hoth the 
Orthodox Christian and the Mu:-.lim inhabitant~ in Syria tl) revoit. 
Pierre Crabites, Ibrahim of Ero:pt (London: (,corge Routlcdgt! and 
Sons, 1935), H56-1~7, 189-190. 

125 Marsot, Egypt, 246. 

126 lIurewitz, Diplomacy in the NellY and Middle 1~·lI.\f, 121 
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Mul.HlIlllnad 'Ali, the British chie! objective in neutralizing the ]~gyrtian rulcr 

was rcalized. Thc British had cnded Muhammad 'Ali's territorial control of 

Syria and Arabia. Alter 1X41, Mul~ammad 'Ali was powerlcss sinee the 

practice of monopoly, which had protected his trade l'rom competition with 

the European Powers, was made illegal. 127 For Muhammad 'AH, therc was 

no other means of finding revenues to sustain the life of his state. 

Commercial bencfits were reversed from Muhammad 'Alî's hands into thosc 

of the British. With the rcturn 01 the Ottoman control, Egypt bccamc similar 

to otha sectors of the 1 ~mpire which was open to British trade. This was 

admitted hy Palmerston when he sa id that there was no country like Turkey 

where British trade was so libcrally permitted and carried on. 128 

The British did not want to lose their commercial, and political 

domination in the Ottoman lands which l'cil under the control of Muhammad 

'Ali. In lact, if Muhammad 'Ali had not failed at the cri tic al moment in 

HG3, he might have succceded in overtaking the Ottoman Empire. But he 

hesitated, eompromised and gave time for Russia to aet when Western 

Powers rcfused to do so. As a consequence of his hcsitation, Mul}ammad 

'Ali had tn de al with the British representcd by PalmerstoL who had no favor 

at ail witl him. Not ail British were in Palmcrston's side, espccially those 

who personally acquainted with Mul.ulmmad 'Ali regarded him with favor. 

Campbell, for cxamplc, in his report on Egypt revealed Mul.lummad 'Alî's 

progrl'ssivc i'movations, along economic and political lines. 129 Now, the 

Sul!illl ohtained, with the full help of the British, a striking revcnge for his 
------- - ------------

127 )'''pp, The Mllkillg of the Modern Near East, 151. 

Puryea r, Ill/l!f'I1llfiolllll Economies, 2l3. 

1 ~l) 
Fredniek Stanley Rodkey, "Colonel Campbcll's Report on Egypt III 

11'\40." Clllllhridgc /-listonclIl Journal, 3 (1829-1831), 102. 
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tloutcd authority, aftcr having bcen humiliatcd and COJ1qlilTl'd lor ten Yl'ars 

by his powcrful Govcrnor, Mul~ammad 'Ali. 

2. The French Responses to Mul.,ammad 'Ali's l'olicies 

French support to Mul~ammad 'Ali \Vas not merdy expres~cd thlOugh the 

tcchnical and military assistance enjoyed hy [\Il ul.1altllnad 'Ali's 1- gypl a~ 

discusscd carlier but was also marked by the penetration of )-l'cllch l'UItUI l' hy 

meaus of the Egyptian l'lite who hall a Fn .. nch cducational h,\CKtYOund. Tht' 

use of the French language as a vehidc 01 COllllllunicatlO1l hetwl'l'II "lIroPl';1I1 

nations ami the upper c\ass in l~gypl 130 indicatc~ how dl'l'P '-rl'Ill'h 1Illl1lCI1CC 

was in Egypt in this perim\. SOllll' obscrvers view thi~ iIlIIUt·Ill'\.· ,,~ IWVII1[-'. 

created an Egyptian aflinity toward~ I,'rilllce. They l'VCIl Il .t11~1.1kd tlll' .tlllllity 

into the term of colonizing EgypL a~ I.OLlt'\ Bn:ht .... ·(' ha~ Il'lll.lrkl·d· "h 0111 11ll' 

loss of Canada until 1(-;60, Fgypt had IlL'COIlll' the h'cllch colol1y.',UI 111 tlll' 

etymological sense, the word 'colony' i~ undi:-.putabk. 'l'hl' MOlkl Il l ',gypl 

created by Mul.lammad 'Ali was horn or the dforts nI ITcllch ~l'Il'nli, .... h illld 

enginccTs. It was the French who helped in Mul.lilll1ll1ad 'l\li'~ project (lI 

developing and creating his Egypt. If' the French had givel1 no a~ .... I:-,till1l't.' 111 

his pursuit or the project, Egypt would Ilot have bccollll' \Vilal It dit! hl'col11l'. 

Francc's decision to give support to Mu/:ammad 'A/Î'~ projl'cl nI huIldlllg 

a strong Egypt, and her resulting inlluence thcre, were intcndcd in part 10 

restorc French politieal credihility ahroad. Discovcnng that M ul.1alllmad . Ali 

130 Charle'.; I1allberg, ''The Suez Canal lt~ lIistory and Diplomatie 
Importance./I (Ph.)). di~s .. Columbia Univer~ity, New York, JI)] 1), 21. 

131 Stern J asque, 71le French C%ny Pa.\! lInd l II/ure tral1~. Norhl'I t 
Gutcrman (New York: Didier, }(40), lOI. 
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:--aw J ',gypt <1:-- a ... tcpping ~tOI1l; lor conqucring other lands and expanding his 

domain~, 1 rancc re~pondcd with the same l'xpan:-.ionist spirit, because of a 

need to 1 eas~ert the power lost to Britain in the region. The Frcnch invitation 

to Mul.lammad 'Ali to participate in a propo~ed expedition against Algiers in 

IX30, indicatcd Pari~' willingnes-.; to have Mul:ammad 'Ali as an ally in its 

expansionist policy. I-'urthermore. gaining ground in North Africa 132 made 

hancc an active collaborator in Mul.lammad 'AIî's designs. Profiting l'rom 

Mul.lammad 'AIî's military competence in the field. France wished to use him 

as a partner in translorming the Mediterrancan into a new Empire under her 

control J JJ with the axi:- rcvolving on a canal at Suez, designcd to bring 

1 ~uropl' and A:--ia dm.er togetI."r. D4 A projcct for cutting the isthmus of the 

Suel', therc/ore, was propŒed hy the hench. In lKB a Saint-Simonian 

nall1ed l'ro:-'PLT J ~nvantin an iVl'd in Egypt with a group of cnginccrs to 

undertakc that project. 135 

Although Mul.wmmad 'AIî in the end rcjected the idea on 30 January 

J K14, 1 J() in part bccause 01 his heing l'ully engagcd in conniet with the 

Artcr France anncxed Aigiers in 1830. she expandcd her control of the 
region hy inlluencing Tunis. Barbara lclavich, The Ottoman Empire, 
the Great Po Il 'ers , (Ind the Straits Question, 1870-1887 (Bloomington: 
Indiana University Pre:-,s, 1973), 4. 

133 T.).:. Marston, Rf/lain's Imperial Role III the Red Sea Area, 1800-1878 
(llamden Connedicut: Shoe String Press, 19(1), 10. 

134 
The hellch spirit of e~pan~ion in the Meditcrrancan was nol dead. It 
was only donnant for the timc being and was bound to rcappear. The 
Mediterrancan still hcld French attention just it had in the days of 
Napoleon. Many of the peoplcs living in the Mediterranean countries, 
who \Vere struggling for thcir freedom, looked to France as a possible 
ally. .James hlgar Swain, /lThe Strugglc for the Control of the 
Meditl'rranean prio' io 1848," (Ph.D diss., University of Pennsylvania, 
11)~J). 44. 

135 D.A. Fami\:. Eu.\{ lInd We.\1 of Sut>:.: The Sile.:. Canal 1Il HlstOry, 
/85..J-f<J56 (Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1969). 10. 
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Sul~an, 137 he, ncvcrthclcss, rccognized that the pm,ket 01 e~lahli~hing .\ 

canal would rcducc British control over Egypt hy the prescm:c nt tlll' British 

Peninsular and Oriental Company. If the plan of cutting the isthmus 

materialized, the French merchants, who were planning to l'~tahlish a dln."ct 

steamship linc fror.l Marscilles to Alcxandria in competition \Vith the 1 ;nglish 

line l'rom London by way of ~v1a1ta, would provide sl'riolls l'ompL'litlon tu th ... , 

British Peninsular and Oriental Company. DR The Peninsular and (hi ... 'ntal 

Company was used as a se mi ·military force hy which the BritÎsh \Vere ahle to 

confine Mul~ammad 'Ali's French supportcd ambition within the hounlls 01 

the Nile valley. By so doing, Britain had helped her ally, Ihl' ()UOlllilll Slll~all, 

against Mul~ammad 'Ali's rebelljous activitics. The vessd~ 01 1 hl' ('Olllp" ny 

were not simply merchant ships tor they \Vere l'qllippcd with gUlI!-. to !orm 

part of the British Navy's new steam reserve, enahling the III 10 Ill' rapidly 

converted into lormidabJc \Var stcal11ers. 13<J 

Mul:ammad 'Alî's rcjcction of the ('anal plan dil.! nol allrct the """l'uch 

design to make Egypt her partner and to support J ~gyptiall military 

expansionist policy. France, which had lost her naval :-'lIprl'/llacy and 

impcrial lands to Britain, was ambitious to regain control ove! the Red Sea. 

'1'0 search for compensatory sites in the Red Sca as a coulltcr-h;dallcc to 

British India,140 l.'rancc had her ships cruis\: in the RC'd Sea. ThC're were, 

136 

137 

138 

139 

The idea of sprcading h'ench commercial ports hy cutting the i~th1l1u~ 
ot the Suez was revived in 1854 when Ferdinand de ) ,e~~cr~, French 
Consul at Tunis, obtaincd Cl conce~~ion to huild the Sucz {'anal. 
Priestley, France Overseas, 87. 

Marston, England's Impenal Role, 10. 

lIallbcrg, The SlIe~ Canal, gg. 

Famie, East and West Suez, 16. 

140 Ibid., 13. 
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lor ci-ilrnplc, il J'rcllch Img at Mukha and a tran~port laden with guns at 

Mu~awwa'.141 The actlvity 01 the hcnch ships in the Red Sea was in part 

aimcd al re~p()lldillg to the needs 01 Mu~ammad 'Ali's forces which were still 

trying to improve lheir control over the southern part of the Arabian 

Pcninsula. As a Ilew power in the Red Sca, whcre her naval force was 

bcginning 10 control the shipping in this maritime rcgion, Egypt needed the 

naval cooperatloll 01 hance. There is no direct evidencc of Franco-Egyptian 

military cooperation in the rcgion, but since French naval activity was largely 

lor the rurpo~e of intt:lIigencc,142 Franco-Egyptian naval cooperation was 

conccivahly carried ollL l43 ln aùùition, since France's rclationship with the 

Briti~h wa~ strained over the Freneh pre~cnce in Aden,144 the Egyptian and 

the h-cneh loree~ togcther naturally faccd a common cnemy, the British. 

Therctorc. the I-'rench ('ollsul in I~gypt was much disturbcd wh en the British 

occupicd Aden in 11·)J()145 for the annexation signallcd the end of 

Mul.lallllnad 'Ali\ J-'J'cnch ~upported control over this main port in Arabia. 

As l11entiollcd earlier at the time the Gr~ck revoit bcgan, Mul!ammad 

'AIî's rcal power was supcrior to that of the Sul!an himself. '1'0 put down the 

Orcek revoit, Mul.lammad 'Ali was givcn military command in the Morea by 

141 Marston, Bntmn's Imperwl Role, 123. 

142 Ihid., 1 ~4. 

143 
France never completely lost sight of the Red Sea. France had becn 
fOl'ced out of the Cape of Good Hope route by Holland and Britain in 
the sixtc~nth and seventeenth centuries. French statesmen later saw a 
compensation for this in Egypt and the Red Sea, a source of power that 
could he tUI'Ill.'d to reduce ils rival's share of eastern commerce. John 
William Living~,tone. "Ali Bey al-Kabir and the Mamluke Resurgence in 
Ottoman l~gyrt, 1760-1772," (Ph.D diss., Princeton Unniversity, 1968), 
99. 

144 . -, IInd .. L(). 

145 Farnie, Fnglllnd's Imperial N.ole. 13. 
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the Sul~an. A large Iket or transport Vl'~scl~ l'SCOI ted hy il !hl\\l'rlul Il.\\':11 

squadron. theret"ore. \Vas sl,.·nt 10 carry a large )·.gyptiall ,Irmy. I\Hl'l IIr:-1 

putting down a revoit in Crete. the I:gyptian soldiers evenlllally landcd in 

mainland Grcece. 146 The (ircck revoit hml l'xl'Ikd grl'.lt atll'ntillll 111 

Europe. The cause 01 the Greek rehcls was hlghly popul.lr with the 

Europeans. They beggcd their govefI1ments to save the rl'Illnants 01 1 h .. lkni,' 

culture, and join in dcploring the hrutality 01 Mul~~\Il1mad 'Ali.'·17 '111l' (ilel'k 

conniet began to hc perceived as a war hy the Egyptians again~t thl' (irl'eh 

since the Egyptian force cOllstitUlcd a vital c1emcnt in the Ol\oman war­

effort. 148 

As for thc French govert1ment, although a Humhcr 01 Ft cllch vol li Illl'l'i :-.. 

went out to fight on the (ireck ~ide, and Imgc :--uhsn iptlOI1'" WL'n' l.ti'l'd 

inside France to aitl the (irl'l'k cau:-..e, the Frellch gowll1llll'nl Il:--dl W;l:-- Llr 

l'rom anxious to get involved in thl' connie!. h,IIH'C plll'civl'd tha t 

Russia's149 and Britain's interests150 in the 11Iturl.' 01 thl' ()Uomall hl1pilc 

146 C.M. Woodhouse. The Greek War of Illdependi'l1(,(,: Ils 1 h\/(}f{('(/I 
Setting (London: lIutchinson 1lollse, 1(52), <J'J. M,S. Andn:-"oll, 111e 
Eastern Questwn, 57. 

147 John B. Wolf, France 1815 10 the Pre.\l'II t (Ann Arhor Michigan: 

148 

Michigan Bookstore, 1940), 66. 

Farhi, "Nizam-i Cedid: Military Rcform 111 Egypt ulltlGr Mehmt.:d Ali." 
16S-169. 

149 The Empcror, Alexander, had al ways viewed his natural champioll!'>hip 
of the Orthodox Church, as a conVl'nicnt prctext lor intcrvt.:nll1g in 
Turkish affairs. Dodwell, The FO/lluler of Modem E~ypt XI. 

150 Britain was in favor 01 the Grecks, for the Briti:--h rnnchanb had "CCII 

involved with Greek merchants in trade for somctimc, and togcthcr t1wy 
had dominated trade in the Black Sea, il not in the Mediterrancélll, 
Afaf LutH al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short 1I1 .... tory oI Modern I~'gvpt 
(Cambridge: Ct:'1lbridgc University Prc:--s, 191\5), 61. '1'0 COIll0lt.:/l10rate 
the British roh.: in their con1lict with tht.: Sultün, the (irct.:h l'fcctcd a 
stature ot the British Foreign Milli!'>ter, Stratford ('flnning, 111 Alhens. 
W()odhou~c, The (jreek War,45. 
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cau:-'l'd botl1 to cllthll~ia~tÎcally maÎntain the connict hy :-.iding with the 

(in:cb. 151 ln contra~t, hancc approved MulYlmmad 'AIî's decisioll to go to 

war 111 Morca hy supplying him with il military mission to train his navy and 

army. In Novcmbcr lX24, France sent a military mission which consisted of 

two gencral~, Boyer and de J ,evron, and six other ofticcrs. 152 Mul:ammad 

'AIÎ'~ rcqlle~t lor a lIect was also approved by J<'rance. \-York began at once 

111 il commercial shipyard at Marscilles, and secret instructions \Vere l'ven 

sent to tlll' naval authorities in Toulon to give ail the hclp necdcd by 

Muhammad 'Alî. 153 With the military aid grantcd to Muhammad 'AH, 

France \Vas openly admittillg the strong position she had built up in Egypt, 

and the ~trong mlluence she was exercising owr Mul:ammad 'Ali. France 

had rcali/.ed the importance that she now attached to Mul.Hlmmad 'Ali as li 

lorce in the polttics of the Ml'ditcrranean and the Red Sea. 

l,'rill1ce's support 01 Mul.lammad 'Ali, howcver, had put her in a difficult 

position in I~urope. Public opinion in Europe \Vas strongly favorable to the 

('reeks. Voluntcers from many countries fought in the Greek forces 

incluuing French citizcns. In March 1824, a Grcck loan 01 f ~OO,OOO \Vas 

noatcd 011 the J ,00ulon money markcl. Philhelleiles sprang into existence in 

Illé\ny hlropean cities to collect funus for the Grecks and carry on 

propaganda on their hehalr. 154 France was faced with both social and 

political pressure lrom European governmcnts. Russia and Britain asked 

-- ------------- - -----

151 John and Muriel Lough, An Introduction to Nilleteellfh Celltllry 
FranC(>, 59. 

152 St. ('Iair, nwt Greece Mi8ht Still be Freed, 274. 

153 By April lK~5, three warships were huiIt for Muhammad 'Ali. Ibid., 
~75. 

154 :\ndl'I son, '1ht' h.'ll.\'{ertl Question, 57. 
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j France to ~hare in thl' \vork ni pCdCl'-l11dking III (irL't'cc, hut 1',111:­

dcclined,155 Fram:c's rcluctancc 10 j0111 h.lropean prn-( lll'l'k pnlIry rl'!'>ultl'd 

in bcing Idt out of a hUf<'ncan dl'al when Rlls~ia .!nl! Bnlclln :-igned Ille 

Protocol. France. which <.lid 1101 wanl ln hl' e'\duded. heg.ll1 III \'L'CI ,1"'.lV 

t'rom her pro-Egyptian policy and decilkd in the \,.'nd 10 JUill th\..' othel 

European Powers. 156 The French fkd \Vas ~l'111 10 jUIl1 IhL' Bllli~h .l11t1 tlH' 

Russians to combat and destroy the Tun .. 'o-l :gyptian n,tvy al N,I\ ,Inno. ,ïlll:-', 

France entercd inlo a European Pact at the e'\pen~e 01 t\luhallll11.td "Ali. 157 

Mul;ammad 'Ali's ultimate goal 01 building ,1 :-.lrong l, gypl '''.1'' tilt' 

creation of an indcpcndcllt ~tall'. In l\lay IX~X, hl' l'OllllllllllÎl,lll'"d Ill" {1v"11\..' 

10 dcclan.: himsdt independcnt 01 the Ottoman 1'\11p\1",' ln ,1 ('ollk'\.'IH.I..' \\lIl! 

the Consuls ot the principal J ',UroPL'dl1 COllllllll'!,>.15S 1 k l LlIIlll'l1 1 h\.· whuk 

areas thcl1 under hi:-. control d~, 111' ... prOVI11CL'''. 1 r.lIlCl', tlle htlll.lHlIH' III 

Muhammad 'AI i's cntel pri~e~, wa~ cxpecktÏ 10 "upporl Ill!'> hlll 1111 

indcpcndencc. Reporb by the Bntl~h ('on .... ul III )'gypt !'>latL'd Ih.!! h.lllu' 

had more th an once sugge!'>tL'd to M ul.lal11l11ad '!\Iî th,lt hl' "ho, Id a ..... ~l·1 t Ill" 

indcpcndencc. The l,'rench govcrnll1l'111 did Ilot ohJL.'ct to the "epal ;!lIOl! 01 

Egypt l'rom the Ottoman hnpirc, althoug,h 11 bad \.·nvI~ionL'd the :-t'parali()Jl 

Jess dramatic in which tle facto :-cpdratlon Wd!'> appilrl'nt wilde "Ylllholirally 

recognizing the continucd ovcrlonl-ihip ni the (HlOI1l,lI1 ~ul!all.15() 

-----------
155 Ibid., 66. 

156 Marsot, Egypt in the ReiRIl. 209. 

157 Wolf, Frallce 18/5 (0 tilt' Pre,\efll, ()O, 

158 Purycar, IlltematuJIllll Ecol1omic.\, 7]-72. 

159 Marsot, Eg\'pt in the f?t'IJ.:Il. 21 ] . 
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The French government !lad its rea~()n~ lor urgmg Muhammad 'Ali to 

estahlish his independence. The po~scs~lon 01 Syria by Egypt would lcave 

Mul.lammad 'Ali ma~ter of hoth routes to the East. This would mean de facto 

French predominance over the Suez and the Euphrates routes and even the 

regiol1 as a wholc. 1 n addition, the idea of incrcasing her power in the 

Meditcrnlllean and the Red Sca would givc France more visibility. ln his 

letler tn the I:rench Consul in Egypt, the J,'rench Secrctary of State, 

Sabastian, descrihed the advantages to be gained by France through 

Mul~ammad 'Alî\ plan saying: 

We have hut 10 congratulate ourselvcs lor having favourcd in Egypt the 
birth and the devclopment of a power capable one day of prcserving an 
inlluence coming Irom Europe... a Power so naturally a friend to 
France interested as we arc in the frcedom of the Mcditerranean, and 
wherc de;;c1filllTIel1t sccurcs lor u!'> usd ul political and commercial 
rclallOn:-.hlp. 

Aparl twm the motives just lI1enlioned, hancL"~ !'>upport of Mul~amrnad 

'1\li's indcpcndcnce !'>temmcd t'rom the faet that she ~,tood in the same 

juridical and political position with regard to the Ottoman~. i\lgiers, a 

dcpendcllcy 01 the (Htoman 1 ~mpire, was becoming a French colony as fast 

as it was hdng conquered. Mul~ammad 'Ali also helLi the lands of Syria and 

Arahia which lor many centuries had been dcpendent on the control of the 

Ottomans. Both France and 1 ~gyrt, therdore, had the ~ame anomalous 

pOl'lition whiLh made each support the other. 

With n:gard 10 MUl,ulmmad 'Alî's plan, Russia, which fundamentally had 

110 ohjection to his ambition,161 had providcd the possibility of cooperation 

-- - --- -- -- ------------

160 Ibid" ~46-47, 

Hd Philip F. Moseley, Rmsltlll Diplomacy and the Openlllg DI the Eastern 
Question in 1838 ami 1839 «( 'ambridge: llarvard University Press, 
Iq~4). 49. 
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with France. \Vith respect 10 her attl'mpl 10 rompL'te \Vith tllL' Blltlsh III tlll' 

Meditcrranean, France \Vollid not have to face British ~C,l power ,1I111ll' III Ihl' 

Mediterrancan since therc \Vould be three forces, tlh)Sl' 01 F gypt. 1,'r.IIll'l' and 

Russia.l62 Moreover, Russia. like France and Fgypt. had cllnnal'hcd on the 

Ottoman lands as carly as 1812 when she took Be~s:tr<lhla. and g:lIl1cd a 

predominant position in the Rumanian prinripalitics, and in Serhiet hd'ore 

1830.163 

Although Mul.1<lmmad 'Alî's indepcndenre was little llIore than a dcl'larcd 

intention, Sultan Mahmüd II, ncverthelcss, sent his al my to l'Ilgagc a second 
• • 10..1 "" 

Syrian war. Along with Russia, Austria, and Prussia, j,'rillll'c hilll glVl'1l 

warnings to the Sul~an against plunging into waLl (),'I h :IncL'. ~lm l'rely 

desirolls of prcventing unneces~ary hloodshed. sent two ollll'L'r:-. In blallhul 

and Alcxandria carrying ordcrs lor the cOll1manding gClleral..., 01 t'''l'h p.lIly tu 

hait the war. Captain Carlier, who was ~cnt to MlIl~aIllmad 'Ali, :-,uCl'l'cdl'd 111 

carrying Mul}ammad 'Ali's ordcrs lor Ibrahim to hait. But by the tllllL' hl' 

reached Ibrühîm's camp, the Battle of Nazih had been lought and won on 2,1 

June 1839. 165 

As rnentioned carlier, in second Syrian war, the Ottoman tlccl ddccted 

to Muhammad 'Ali. Palmerston, the British hm~ign Minislcr, COl1llTllllllcalL'd 

162 Ibid. 

163 lelavich, The Ottoman Empire, 4. 

164 Rifaat, The AIt'ekenin[: of Modern Egypl, 6X. 

165 Ibid., 70. Before ihe battlc broke Dut, the I,'rench govanmellt had 
ordercd its AdmiraIs to CO)1centrate thcir force in the J • '-"ant to prcvenl 
collision between the Turkish and the Egyptian tlcds. "hey abo carricd 
an order to urge the military commandcr~ on both ~idc~ 10 agrœ 10 ail 
armistice. R. C. Anderson, Naval Wars III 1 he l,l'Va/ll, /559-/851 
(Princeton: Princeton University Prc~", llJS2), 553. 
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to the hCllch governrnent his view that the European Powers should 

undertake direct action to wrest the neet from Muhammad 'Alî's control. The 

Frcnch. still regarding Mul~ammad 'Ali as their ally, refused to join the 

Briti~h in cocrcing Mul)ammad 'Ali. They bclieved that they had a moral dut y 

to protect him and to secure thc best terms for him. It was the French ships 

undcr the command of Amiral Lalande that had eneountered the deserting 

Ottoman f1c~~t in thc Mediterranean and had allowed it to proeeed directly to 

Alcxandria. 166 

The sccond Syrian war shattered Anglo-French relations as a result of 

the diffcrcnt politieal intcrests of the two Powers. The British Foreign 

Minister, Palmerston, hcld to the dogma of preserving the integrity of the 

Ottoman Empire hceause or J~lS belicf in the Ottoman economie and strategie 

importance lor Blitish intcrcsts, as described in the first part of this Chapter. 

Not disgui:--ing his opinion, howcvcr, his French counterpart, Thiers, 

dcclarcd that }<'rance should stand by Mul.lammad 'Ali in order to win pride 

of diplomatie placc in the Levant and to profit by Mul}ammad 'Alî's 

exploitation of Egypt. 167 Thiers saw that a strong Egypt under French 

inlluence would he a uscful weapon against the preponderant British 

presence which now seemcd to threaten the Eastern Mediterranean and 

l11ight still he uscful in assisting the growth of the French power in North 

166 II.A.C. Collingham and R.S. Alexander, The luly Monarchy: A 
Po/itical Histol)' of France, 1830-1848 (London: Longman, 1988), 223. 
Anderson, Ntwal Wars in tlze Levant, 354-355. 

167 P.P. Graves, 111e Question of The Straits (London: Ernest Benn, 
1931). 1 C~. Unlike the British, who rccognized the rcal importance of 
Turkey to their economic prosf.edty, the French had no significant 
commercial relation with t:n: {jttoma.~s. French trade had so far 
declined, that the French government fc1t it necessary to reduce its 
consular represcntativcs in the Levant. Vernon John Puryear, France 
wul the Lt'I'(I11t: From the Bourbon Restoration to the Peace of Kutiah 
(lkl keky: University of California Press, 1941). 29-30. 
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Africa. 168 

The second Syrian \Var crcatcd a diplomatie duel hl'tWL'l'11 l'alml.'r~ton 

and Thiers. Thiers for his part \Vas ~o hypnotized hy his ~tlldy of thl' military 

history of the Rcvolutionary \Var that in memory of the l':gyptian L':-.pcdition 

of 1798, he cven assimilatcd Egypt with t he ~al'red soil of FI anel'. 169 

Regarding himsclf as a second Napoleon, Thil'I s saw in hls caUSl' an 

opportunity for France to rcassert hcrsclf in 1 ~uropcan allail s, 170 and in this 

he was supported by the French press and public. 171 The French approved 

the offensive policy that Mul}ammad 'Ali had adoptcd in tacl' ot the 

stagnation rcpresented by th" Ottomans. 1 n I;rench puhlic opinioll admircd 

Mu~ammad 'Alî/s decisivc victory in his Syrian campmgn. The capture ot 

'Akii, for cxample, had been magnificd by the picturcsque imagination of the 

French into a fcat of arms heside which the greatest military exploits of the 

pa st paled into insignificance. It was rememherl'd that Napoleon hilll~c11 

railcd ht:re,173 ajld it would have lTleant certain overthrow lor a mÎnistcr il 

he had suggested taking action against the popular hcro ot the Syrian war, 

Ibràhîm. 174 

168 Anderson, The Eastern QlIestion, 97. 

169 Farnie, East llnd West, 15. John M.S. Allison, Monsieur 7hiers (New 
York: W.W. Norton, 1932), 133. 

170 Ibid., 125. 

171 The French press celebrated thc battle of Nazih as a J;rench viclory 
ovcr Britain and her Turkish ully, and demanded that the gains should 
be enlarged. Bell, Lord Palmerston, 2CJ7. 

172 CoJlingham and Alexander, The Jilly Monarchy, 222. 

173 Supported by two British ships under the command of Sir Sidney Smith, 
the city of 'i\ka put up a stubborn resistance which fai\ed Napoleon's 
efforts to conquer the city. Christopher Lloyd, nie Nile CampuiRn 
(New York: Barnes and Noble Books,1973), 78. 
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Thier:.,' attempted delcn!-.e 01 lVIul!aJnmad 'Ali led to the isolation of 

France in Europe. When the J :rench govcrnment dccided to send two envoys 

to arrange direct negotiation of the Ottoman-Egyptian dispute as mentioned 

earlier. the British accuscd the French Cabinet of attempting to exclude 

Britain, Russia, and Austria from the Ottoman sphere of influence.175 In 

response to the French-initiated negotiation, the four Powers signed the 

Convention of J ,ondon, as mentioned earlicr, whieh called upon Mu~ammad 

'Ali 10 evacuate Syria within tcn days, and whieh threatened him with 

deposition if hc ignored their demand. The European Powcrs werc thcn 

unallimous in wanting to deprivc Mul.1ammad 'Ali of Syria, regardless of 

French support. The Russian Count Ncsselrode in his dispateh sent to 

Vien na said: 

Thcrr is no doubt that he (Muhammad Ali) constantly nourishes the 
hope that the jealousy and disunion of the Great Powcrs will turn to his 
own advantage. 1 n ordcr to discourage his hopc, it is indisputable to 
rc'pe~lt to him. consta~~x that the Cabinets of Europe are unanimous in 
wlshlllg one slllgIc .... 

Thus, Russia \Vas pro-British, for if Mul~ammad 'Ali triumphed in the crisis, 

French influence in 1 stanbul would be increased, designs against Russia 

would be promoted, the advantagcs acquired by the Treaty of Adrianople 

would he lost, and Russia would have a strong neighbor instead of a weak 

one for her policy demanded a weak, stationary Turkey.177 NevertheJess, 

Thiers was not diseouraged in the face of sueh diplomatie isolation as he 

174 L. Cecil Jane, From Metternich to Bismark: A Text Book on European 
History, 1815-1878 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1910), 118. 

175 Allison, Monsieur Thiers, 126. 

176 Mosc\:y, Rlissiall Diplomacy, 70. 

177 PhilIipson and Buxton, The Question of the Bosphorus and Dardanelles, 
55. Th~ Trcaty of Adrianople marked an important stage in the growth 
of Russian influence in the Balkans. Anderson, The Great Powers, 33. 



wrotc: "1 l'car l1othing... We shaH lat.:(' anything with a country like ours." 17:-; 

Whcn Guizot, the l<rench Ambassador in I,onllon, told him 01 his 

conversation with Palmerston, warning of the po~sihlc l.'xclusion 01 France 

from the European Pact if she persisted in supporting M UI.ltllllIllad 'Ali. hl' 

answcr.:d: "The situation has been Cfeated neither hy you nor hy Ille; we 

cannot have anything to do with it.,,179 

For championing MuJ)ammad 'Ali, France had not only hel'n isolated 

diplomatically but was also being threatl'ned hy war. Feeling Jan high 

throughout Europe that the continent \Vas united again~t 1 ,'rann:. 1 XO 

Diplomatically Palmerfiton joined with other European Powcrs tn loreL' 

Thiers to abandon his adventurous support 01 Mul.lammad 'Ali's war against 

the Sultan. 181 At the same time, Palmerslon made il c1car to I:rl'Ilch leadl'r~ 

that Britain would meel the military challenge il France chn~c lorel' as il way 

to solve the qucstion. 182 I1owcver, Louis-Philippe, the J<'rellch Monarch, 

was not prepared 10 go to war. Ile deci(kd, therclore, to JTI110Ve Thicr:-" 

who advocated war to solve the contlîct,183 for Guizot, who was more 

attuned to European political rcalities than his predeccssor. 1X4 

178 Anderson, The Eastern Question, 101. 

179 R.B. Mowat, A History of European Diplomacy, lH15-19/4 (I,ondon: 
Edward Arnold, 1922), 63. 

180 Andre Lebon, Modern France, 1789-/895 (London: T. Fj~hcr Union, 
1897), 187-188. 

181 John F. Cady, The Roots of French Imperiall.wn in Eastern AsUJ (Ithaca 
New York: Cornell University Prcl's, 1967), 23-24. 

182 Raymond Flower, Napoleon /0 Nasser: The Story of Modern IEKypt 
(London: Tom Stacey, 1972), 78. 

183 Wolf, France 1815 to Present, 91. Evclyn 
Correspondence of Henry John Temple, 
1848-1865, 1 (London, R. Bantlcy, 1879), 32CJ. 

Ashley, The I.îJe ami 
V,scount Palmers/on, 
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With the n.:treat 01 J ,ouis-Philippe, Palmerston carnc Oltt as thc winncr of 

the game. Mul.larnmad 'Ali was len no choicc but to depend on his own 

arms. Mul~arnmad 'Ali had to rcly on his own power, not only in the second 

Syrian war hut also at Navarino when France left him and joined other 

European nation~. Still Mu~ammad 'Ali hoped that the French would help 

him out in thls desperate moment. Ibrahim had even written to his father 

that il it came to open connict, thcy would expect the French to help them 

rnilitarily, and thcy should officially notify them of that expectation.185 

lIowever, the passionate Frl~nch statement of support for Mul~ammad 'Ali 

made earhcr did not occur. Conditions had changed, and aIthough France 

and Britain had gone through yean> of conflict on the Egyptian issue, 

1'Cl'onciliation had heen the outcome. In particular, France was not willing to 

seck a sCl'ond round of conflid with Britain aftcr aH that France had 10st in 

the long ycars of hloody warfarc in the Napoleonic era. 

1 "or France the change in policy was relatively easy to make since vital 

French intcrests wcre not at issue. After the French defeat in the 

Napolconic Wars, the driving force behind France's efforts to establish 

overscas domination was not the profit motive. It was prestige ;ather than 

commercial prolit which inspired her colonial policy.186 Whereas in Britain 

184 

185 

186 

E. Lipson, Europe in the Nineteenth Century (London: Adam and 
Charles Black, 1968), 21. Charles Downer Hazen, Modern European 
/listory (New York: Henry BoIt and Co., 1937), 293. 

Marsot, E~ypt in the Reign, 245. 

It was for the sake of French prestige that Louis XVIII so insistently 
dcmanded that Britain should quickly hand back the former colonies. 
A similm motive prompted Charles X to think that he would make 
himsclf popular hy taking Aigiers and induced Louis-Philippe to allow 
himsclf to he led into protecting Catholic missions in the Far East 
wherc, unlikc the British, the French had no trading interests. Cady, 
The NoO!s (~r Flt'llch Imperialism, 44. 



1 

121 

colonial policy devcloped in rcsponse to the nl'Cl's~ily 01 trad ..... 111 France j t 

was mercly one aspect of the dmneslic or forcign policy of a govl'lï1Jl1en\ 

conccrned about its popularity.187 If the objel't 01 the British owrSl'as wa~ 

to supply raw materials and 10 open markets in rchnn lor manulactlln'd 

goods,188 the objcct of the French overscas was t(l bllild a ll1odt:rn 1 :gypt 

and to t'uUill the drcam of building an Empire in the Ml'ditcrranean with no 

clear material reward returning to France. 189 Arter the Joss ,)1 I\l'arly tlll' 

whole of her colonies, France did not carn a significant l'conomir hendit 

l'rom the colonies that she still retaincd. 1'0 illustratc that colonies did Ilot 

provide a substantial economic rdum to France, Francl"s t'olony 01 Algi\'l:-' 

was thought to he a roek without water, il place wherc only air WilS IOlllld. 

éllld even tbat was bad. l90 Economie intercst, which Iwd hel'l1 <lll illlpei <ttlVt' 

part of the resuIt of colonialization, was Iess as:-.crtl'd in that IWIlod 1I1ltJl 

France's later colonial acquisitions. 191 From the N apoleonic \V:\I!-> wlH'1l 

France lost the last of her colonial pose~sion to lhe 18X(}':-., 1,'ldlH'l' !J,ul 

turned aIl her cnergics inward. The rise of French CCOllOIl1ÎC lIlll'rl'<.,l in 

colonial expansion only started laler whcn France acquircd ncw ovcr:-'l'ilS 

187 Henry Brunschwig, French Colonialism, /87/-/lJ6n: My/h\ mull(culllIC,\ 
(New York: Frederiek A. Praeger, 1966), 16. 

188 D.C.M. Platt, "The Impcrialism of Free 'l'rade: SOI1lC Rc:-.crvatÎol1," 
Economic Hl';tory Re,'iew, 2nd Series 21 (Aguslu!-J, 1<J(8), 'l()7. 

189 

190 

In France there were partisans of the colonial cau:.,c who wall ted 
commercial expansion by mcans of over~eas colonizatioll. But they 
constituted minority. Stephen II. Roberts, l1ze /lis/ory (J) French 
Colonial Polie)', 1870-1925 (Frank Cass r Co., 1<J(3), 6. 

Ibid. The economic potentialities of Aigicrs were unknowl1 and 
therefore that conquest cannot he explained in the light of the cconomic 
intercst. Shcpard Bancroft Clough, France: A History (J) Nal lOlIai 
Economies, 1789-1939 (New York: Charles Scrihner's Son!-J, 193<), 102. 

191 Constant Southworth, The French Colonial Venture (London: P.S. King 
and Sons, 1931), 11. 
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land~ for the :-.akc ot cconomic expansion. T •• i!-. was reflccted, in part, by the 

occupation ot Tunis by French forces.l~2 The lack of cconomic return for 

France might have causcd the disintcrest in ovcrseas acquisition among the 

French leaders.l~3 The Frem .. h leaders wcrc more concerncd with developing 

internai commerce and industry and getting rid of the national bankeruptcy 

after the Napolconic Wars. Duc to their concentrated efforts on internaI 

devclopment, they Icft the colonies undcvc10ped and saw colonial enterpriscs 

as being unattractivc. 194 Learning that the colonies by nature gave no 

economic return, and that internaI problems needed immediate attention, 

J ,ouis-Philippe ~aw no profit in siding with Mul.lammad 'Ali and opposing the 

1 ~uropean Powers. 1 le apparently realized that France cou Id not go to war 

only for glory and prestige since it rnight have led to the dereat of the French 

in any new tight against Britain, as in the past. 

Mul.lammad 'Ali's efforts to establish an indepcndent state set up in a 

vast land strctching l'rom the hornebase of Egypt to Arabia and Syria could 

192 

19] 

Donald Vernon McKay, "Colonialism in the French Geographical 
Movement, 1871-1881,' The Geograplzical Review 33 (1943), 214. 
Frederick L. Schuman, War and Diplomacy in the French Republic: An 
Inquiry into Political Motivations and the Control of Foreign Poliey 
(New York: Howard Fertig, 1969), 59. From the 1880s on France 
added extensive imperial possessions. She acquircd the island of New 
Caledonia, obtaincd a foothold in Cochinchma and Cambodia and 
occupied sorne harbors of Somaliland. In Africa expansion was also 
resumed. Witt Bowden, Michael Karpovich and Abbott Payson Usher, 
History of Europe sÎllce /750 (New York: Howard Fertig, 1969), 637. 

Montesquieu, Choiseul and othcrs thought tl1at if trade did not prosper, 
one could abandon the colony without regret. Brunschwig, French 
ColOllialism, 14. In the 1870's, the prevailing spirit in France was 
opposed to colonies. Sorne fclt that colonies werc irnprofitable, others 
that they were dangcrous diversion of energy, and still others that the 
desirc for colonial expansion had bccome an anachronism. Parker 
Thomas Moon, Imperialism llnd World Politics (New York: The 
Macmillan Co., 1964), 23. 

194 Frederick B. i\rtz. France wuler the Bourbofl Restoratioll, 1814-1830 
(Camhridge: Harvard University Press. 1931), 220 . 



1 
not afford to clash with Briti!'h intcrc!'ts. Ile \Vas 110t acutl'lv L'ollsl'ioll~ 01 

the neccssity of aceommodating himsclf to th~ Briti:-.h military pmwr .\Illl 

politieal intlucnce in the region!' in which thl.' British werc \'~ry sl'n~itiVl' 

about the crnergcnce of rcgional rivais. Mul.lallll1lad 'Ali did Ilot grasp thl' 

idca that the succcss of his plan to fou od il self-governmcnt ~cparatl'd 1 rom 

tI central authority in Istanbul was Ilot J1l~rdy ddcrmined hy h·l.'lIch 

tcchnical and military expertise, but was ahovc all dcpcndcnt on the I\wn:y 01 

the British whosc goodwill was in a position cithcr to guaranll'l' or 10 

frustratc his indepcndcnee. British irnpcrial policy IMd bCCIl v~ry :-.uspiciol1:-' 

of the rise of any power that could threatcn their trading and strategie 

intcrcsts. A strong and stable authority like th.11 01 Muhaml11ad 'Ali 

reprcscnted increascd bargaining power which would nCL'L's!-.itatl' a high priel' 

bcing paid for '~{)!11mcrGial and !'trategic advantagcs. 



CONCLUSION 

The hi!-.tory of J ':gypt in the ninctccnth ccntury n:cogmzcs thc rClgn of 

Mul.léllllmad 'Ali as di~tinctive, hecause during his reign Egypt emcrgcd as a 

political entity capa hIe 01 ~df-govcrnmcnt, de jllcto if not de jllre, scparated 

l'rom the central authority in Istanbul. 1'0 n:ach the goal ot separation l'rom 

his Ottoman ~uœrain, Mul.li.\Inmad 'Ali undertook policies which allowcd 

Egypt to survivc, not as a province of thc Ottoman Empire but as an inde­

pendent stale. Mul.lammad 'Alî saw the 1eccssity of exploitillg the ultimate 

capacity of 1 ':gypt's economy hy adopting a monopoly system by which he 

controlled the Jllean~ of agricultural production and distribution and kept a 

tight hold over Fgypt's commerce. By M) doing, he could reap the maximum 

hendits 01 )·'gypt's agriculture and trade. 

Mul.lal11ll1,H.I 'Ali invc~ted the surplus wcalth concentrated in his hands in 

commercial and industrial entcrprises as weil as in the construction of a pow­

l'l'fuI arllly, 1 le looked on commerce as one of his major sourccs of revenues 

and a vital complement to his cconomic developmcnt. For thc slÀccess of the 

cconomic dcvdopment, hl' also saw the significance of links bctwcen agricul­

ture and industry. Ile helieved that an industrial base was required not only 

to increasc the value of the agricultural produce but also to crcatc a self-suf­

ficiency in the production of arms and equiprnent needcd by his Ni~iim Jadîd 

army. For Mul,l<unmad 'Ali, his modern state of Egypt should be backed up 

hy a strong army. In faet, his nccd of a powcrful army came partly out of 

l'car of the British military supcriority which rnight be employed to crush him 

once British and Fgyptian intercsts came into collision. His adoption of the 

cxpanslonisl policy also contribulcd to the need of the formation of a strong 

army. Ncverthelcss, Muhammad 'Ali never sc nt his forces to incur the 
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enmity of the British, although he did :-end them to l'ngage a mililary np.\1l­

sion in the Ottoman t\~rrihwks. Muhammad 'Ali used to a:-:-ori,lll' hil11:-l'if 

c10scly \Vith the British hy reeognizing their right of way aeross l;gypti,1Il ta­

ritory to India and giving them lacilitil'S lor u:-Îng il. 'l'hl' inlTl'iI:-.ing volullll' 

of British trade with Egypt during his rClgn abo ilH.l!l'atcd l\luhamm,ltl 't\li'~ 

willingncss to dcal \Vith the British cOl11llllTl'ially. 

The cooperative attitude, howcvcr, l'Ould not !cati Ihl' Brill:-h to tOlel ail' 

his commercial and territorial amhitions whieh \Vere thought 10 hl' di!->ttllhing 

their own intercsts. Mul~ammad 'Alî's COIllIlll.'ll'i,tI adlvitil'~ pt(,~l'lllL'd PIO"­

lems to British traders as soon as the COll1l1lOditJl'!-. 1 rom hi ... O\V1l IIHllISIt Il'~ 

bcgan to rival thcir gonds in the market. Ili:-. placticL' l)\ L'll'l'lillg mOllt)polin, 

on the produee 01 his conquercd terri tOI il':- abo l'ont Ilctcd Wllh BI iti ... 11 IIl'l'lb 

for raw material. Moreover. his contlOl O\'l'r /\rablcl ilnd SVI Ici h.ld 

cncroachcd on the sovcleignty 01 Iheir Ilest ally. Ihe (HtOIll.t1l SIII~.tIl. Thl' 

British could Ilot acccpt the increa!'>ing power ni the l',gyptlilll luln ;11 thl' 

cxpensc of the Ottoman integrity. The British had il long :-.tandillg relatlo)l 

with thc Ottomans who used to open the way for the Briti:-h 10 cmploy Ihe 

Ottoman lands as a markctplace for thcir producb (1:- weil a:-. an oulld 101 

thcir communications to India. For their ccol1omic pro:-pl'rity, the Bntl!'>h had 

discovcred the Ottoman territory as the bc~t market where Britl:-h tn,de Wél!-. 

sn frecly pcrmitted and carried on. The British dependcd 011 ()ttollltln 11l"r­

kets for thcir products, particularly arter thcy round the J ',UroPC,ll1 markd:­

largdy closcd by protcctionist tariffs of nations ~ecking to lo~ter their own 

industrial dcvclopmcnt. Furthcrmore, the Ottoman arcas hat! heCOJJH.': a 

potcntial source of raw material lor the British traders. J\part lrom cw­

nnmic intcrest, communication interests too had drawn the attention nI Brit­

ish authority. Mu~ammad 'J\li':-. acquisition 01 J\rabia and Syria muid re!-.ult 
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III gail1ing the cOIIJmand 01 the Red Sea and Mesopotamia down to the Per­

sian (;ull. Thi~ had a potential for severing communications with the Jndian 

1 ~rnpirc and might cven allow another nation a forward base for seeking mili­

tary control over that Ea~tern Empire. 

The alu,icty 01 the British also stcmmcd l'rom her obsession to check the 

French whose support lor the establishment of Mul.lammad 'AIî's Egypt was 

intended to rival their political and commercial hegemony in the Near East. 

French support to Mul}al11lTlad 'Ali was weil attested by the contribution of 

Jo're"ch military experts, cngillcers and other tcchnocrats. The establishment 

01 his N/~illI1 Jadid army and industries and the exploitation of Egypt's 

rcsourccs would have come to failure if the French had givel1 no tcchnical 

and Illilitary expertisc. MulYll11l11ad 'Alî's affinity to France had created 

l''rance'~ great inlluence in Egypt in which her nationals occupied many key 

pŒts in his administration. French supports to Mul!ammad 'AH was not 

Illercly expressed in technical and military assistance but was also markcd by 

French political ~upport. France, which approved Mul!ammad 'Alî's military 

expedition in Morea and supported him with military instructors, ret1ectcd 

her positive rcspOI1SC to his involvement in the Greck conflict. Also t11e l'act 

that the French government did not object to the separation of Egypt l'rom 

the Ottomans on the occasion of Mul.lammad 'AIî's assertion of independence 

revealcd French alfirmation of Muhammad 'AIî's ambition. In the second 

Syrian war, Francc stood by Mul!ammad 'Alî's side and rcfused to join the 

British in coercing him, giving l'urther witncss to her collaboration with the 

mler of 1 ~gypt. 

Palmerston. the British Foreign Ministcr, had come to regard Mul!am­

mali 'Alî's incrcasing power as an unacccptable threat to the British interests. 
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Ile was very determined 10 rompel ~1111.1dl11l11<ld 'Ali tll .thpll~h Iw .. C\ll1ll1l\.'l­

cial policy as weIl as to wilhdraw his rOrl'l'~ Irom thc Ollnman h.'l, ilol h.':--. In 

faet, Palmnston \Vas al onc moment still willin~ 10 tI l'l'l' pt .t cOl11pr(lllli~l' 

which would have lcft MlIl~aIllm<ld 'Ali in PI)S~L'S,;jon 01 'AI--.). Ilowl'vlT, thl' 

French insistence in supporting his tl'rritllll.t1 as weil ,\~ l'Oll1llll'ITlal l'\.p.m­

sion made him resolute 10 throttk Muhalllll1.uJ 't\Ii'~ .ll1lhillOIl l'WIl il it 

rneant a brcach with the Frcnch. Thiers. the I:rcnl'h hllTign 1\1illi~ll'l', W(I~ 

110t discouraged by the Briti~h military thn:.ll or hy l':uropl'all l'-.,olali\lll. 1 Il' 

would not he a party 10 any Furopl'an arr,lIlgl'lllL'1l1 to which ~1111.1.lml1l.ld 'Ali 

could not he indul'l'd to agrce wilhout COCITioll. Ili!-> gO\!l'lllllll'llt h"d Ih f'l'.I­

SlHlS 10 adopt that policy since the po~sl':-..~iol1 01 '\1 allia .IIHI Syn.l hy 

Mulyammad 'AH would ITIl'an dl! jacto Ft cllch prcdolll 1 Il.t Il l'l' O\'l'I thl' l'vkdl­

terranean and the Red Sea and l'Vl'n the rl'giol1 ao.; il whok. '1 hi~ \\ould hdp 

10 rc~lorc Francc's crcdibility, carlil:r lo~t to (in:at Bnt.lin. 

Mul.liUTlrnad 'Ali prekrrcd to build 011 the pro/11i~c (lI the 1:. l'Ilch '-.,lIp­

port. His expectation lor the ~upport, howevl'r, Wil!-> lo~t wlth the change 01 

governmcnt in France in which Thiers was rl'placet! hy (,UI/ol, who !carnl 

from thc prospect or French isolation and of war again~t the Briti:-..h. Ilcacll'd 

by England, Russia, i\ustria and Prll~~ia \Ven: al one Wllh Turkcy 10 dr ive 

Egypt out of Syria and Ar<~bia alter Mul.l<lmmad 'Ali rl'lu"ed Lo accepl Lhe 

arrangement proposed in the British ~ponsored ('onvl'Iltiof) 01 I,olldon ill 

1840. Mul:ammad 'Alî who had lo~t commercial gain~ through the 1 cllloval 

of his right on monopoly as indicated in the Turco-Briti:-..h ('onvcnliol1 01 

Balta Limani in 1 H3R at the end hclplcs~ly accepted the Br iti:-..h Lerm:.. Now 

the BlÎtish clforts to femove Muhammad 'Ali IroJll the :-.tage 01 rivalry had 

finaHy been realized sincl' he was dfcctively i~olatcd lrom French patronage. 

Through tedmical sllpcriority and with as~i:.tancc 01 miliLary pOWCI, (ircat 
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Britain had e!-tahli~hed a hold ovcr the arcna of rivalry in the Near East. 

J;rant:C was Ilot willing to ~eck a second conniet with Great Britain aftef aIl 

that France had Jo~t in the long years of bloody war1arc. 
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