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ABSTRACf 

Our own American past has an invaluable lesson to teach us: a coherent. workable 
landscape evolves where there IS a coherent defimtlon not of man but of m,m's 
relation to the world and his fellow man. 

John Brinckerhof Jackson 

Thi~ lhe<;l~ endeavour<; lo glvc cvidenc.c of the Arcadian visIOn. of a synthetlc view 

of nature and humamty. a~ it has becn understood in the evolving settlement pattem) of 

Amencan clvilI1.allOn over the last 350 years. This thcsi<; suggests that the Arcadian visIon 

1<; still very much a part of the American psyche and awaits reinterpretation. Evidence IS 

gi ven of how thi<; remterpretatlOn is alrcady takmg place m the urban landscape of America. 

It al50 <;lIggest~ ho"" the Arcadlan vIsion may provide significant dues to realizing 

meanmgful urban and suburban growth into the 21 st century expressed m a sustainable 

urhan land~cape. 

• 

Nous avons une leçon inestimable à apprendre de notre propre passé amérIcain. soit 
que l'évolutIon d'un paysage cohérent et rêalisable se fait lorsqu'il émane d'une 
defimtion également cohérente. non pas de l'homme en soit. mmt plutôt de l'homme 
par rapport à son univers et son proche. 

John Brinckerhof Jackson 

Celte thèse tente de mettre en éVIdence la viSion arcadlenne. du pomt de vue de la 

synthèse de la nature ct l'homme. tel qu'elle a été comprise a travers l'évolution des divers 

genres de colom <;atlon américaIne depuis les derniëres 350 annees. Le propos de la thèse 

est que cette viSIOn arcadlcnne fatt toujours partIe int~grantc du psychique de l'Aménque et 

mènera ri une nouvelle IIIterprétation. La these met en eVldence les noU\,eaux debuts de 

cette rc-intcrprctation dans le contc\te du paysage urbain de l'Amérique. Finalement. la 

thèse suggère la mamère par laquelle cette Vision peut donner la def a une croissance 

valahle de la villc ct dc la banlIeue au long du siècles prochain. exprimée a travers un 

aménagement urbain ~qllllib:-é ct soutenu . 
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INTRODUCfION & BACKGROUND 

This thesis addresses an alternative ideological orientation to understand urban and 

c;uburban growth vis-a-vis the notion of the Arcadian vision. The intent is to provide a 

conccptual framework of American urbanism based on an understanding of the idea of the 

city ln the history of American civilization. Il IS an examination of the way the Arcadian 

vi.,ion has been invoked and made manifest on the American landscape. As such. it draws 

on hterary and graphic sources that have supported the idea of an "Arcadian metropolis" 

from the earhest settlements onward. The Arcadian metropolis is the irleological model for 

Amencan lIrbanity. It constitutes a vision in which city and country are eqllally valuable 

components in an evolving landscape, which is best served when those components 

operatc in harmony. The Ideal hinges on the heliefthat the American landscape provided an 

opportunity to ereate a unique urban pattern that is one with the cultlvated landscape. This 

thcslS is a search for origins, with the hope of establishing a normative position on how to 

procced to realize meaningful urban fonn into the 21st century. 

The Arcadian vision is a mythological and utopian construct found primarily in 

Wec;tern thollght and expressed primarily in literature and in art. The thesis proceeds on the 

a~slJmption that mythological and utopian thought have been, and remain, important 

a~pects of America's collective cultural expression. The ideals of a synthetic view of nature 

and humanity expressed in the Arcadlan vision, have their origins in the Hellenist poets and 

in the early Aiblical texts of the Judeo-Chnstian tradition. The need and the deslre to 

cstablish an harmonious relationship with the land and one another has indeed allowed 

Amencan towns and clties to evolve differently from their European counterparts due to a 

collective interpretatlon of the Arcadian VIsion in the American seulement experience. 

The Arcadlan VISion in America can he understood along two opposing lines of 

thought that embracc, in a complementary manner, the dialectic nature of American 

seulement patterns. On the one hand, nature has been idealized in terms of the "agrarian 

myth" or the "pastoral ideal" in direct oppositIon to the city. Alternatively, the city has been 

scen as an utopian ideal al best and. on a more pragmatic note. as the source of economic. 

pohtical and cultural acti vit y - a necessary evil. The dialectic nature of these opposing 

Vil'WS chardcterizes the American seulement experience. The promise of the open 

lalldscape and pastoral sensibihties have allowed American cities to evolve differently from 

thcir European counterparts by combining city and countryside. a reflection of the emerging 

values of an urban-pastoral society. The Arcadian vision suggests a rural-urban synthesis 

\11 which the city and the countryside are united for the common good of society. 
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The notion of living in harmony with nature and one's fellow was imprinled 011 Ih ... · psyd\l' 

of the early seulers to North Amenca and remains a vital part of our colkclive valucs loday 

Suburbia. as we know It today. has often been ciled as the cIosesl manife .. laliol1 of Ihl!

ideal, which in tum. has served as the model for what may be rcfcrred 10 a .. an AIIll'n~:an 

urbanism. It is argued in this theslS Ihat Amencan urballlsm has gro\\ Il oui of a mlldl 

broader context than the Anglo-American origms of the suburbs in I~th-l'cnlury h1gland 

ThIs thesis suggests that these "synthetlc" values are synonymou!oo with <llll'l11l'rglllg 

typology. neither urban nor suburban. expressed in a new urban synthc"i~. l'hi" Iyplliogy 

is found in the earliest seulement patterns mademalllfcstlnthcurbanl.odeofn/(.I.ml.. 0/ 

the Indie\; in the early seulement patterns JO New England and û,her collll1lal fronlll'p.,: 111 

the grand visions of Penn's "Greene Country Towne" and L'Enfant's Washmglon D.< '.: 

in the t:arly suburbs of Chicago and PhIladelphia as precursors of the laIe 19th-l'l'l1ll1ry 

Parks and City Beautiful Movemenls: in the Garden City Movcment as it was If1lcrprell.'d III 

America; and in the New Community Movement. Today, there i!oo growing cVldencc of a 

sustainable urban landscape expressed m the recycling of existing 'ieltlcmcnts and 

landscapes that reflect a new economlc. SOCIal and envlronmental agenda - of an cl'ologl(:al 

world view. Collectively, these seulement patterns give evidence of the Arcadlall vision 

made manifest on the American landscape. 

ln the post-war quest to provide housing solutions m North America. the concept of 

Suburbia was bravely embraced as a Viable model for providmg meaOlngful urban form 

The suburbs were considered logical answers to the economic, social. technologlcal and 

even environmental questions facing a whole new generatlon from the 1940 .. ollward. A., a 

result, the suburbs have becomc the dommant urban form m North Amenca. Ovcr hal fol' 

America lives in the suburbs. 

Il has become apparent lhat Suburbia IS not ail that il wa,> hopcd to he. Suhllrbia 

continues to grow al an unpreccdented rate. generatmg, In its wakc, a CriSI., of man y 

dimensions. Our roads and highways have become incrcasingly madequate; hou'iing C()~t'i 

have risen to the point that double incomc familles can no longer afford to buy homes; 

agricultural and recreationallands are receding along the urban fringes; "ociclal value!. 

relating to the structure of the famlly and the naturc of the workplace are mpidly chan~ing; 

and serious cnvironmental concerns are just bcgmning to surface. From Richard Sennett'., 

stinging indictment of the societal bankruptcy of the suburb .. m the sixtic., to Jack 

Lessinger's predIction that the suburbs will be the "regJOn of ob~olc'iCcncc" by the end of 

the nineties, Suburbia has become increasingly toplcal ovcr thc last two dccadc'i. During 
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thi .. pcriod, much work has been done to understand what went wrong and. more 

Importantly, to find ways to ameliorate the suburban condition. For example, we can no 

longer afford to build on the available land in the same measure as we dld back in the 1940s 

and 1950.., and cspeclally as in the 1970s and 1980s. ft has been poslted that Suburbia 

should be rcclaimed to accomrnodate the new econornlC, ~OCI3I, technologlcal and 

cnvironmental agendas of the mneties. But the related question"- of how to proceed. on 

what ba .. i ... and 10 what end, seern to have escaped layperson and professional alike. 

ln this respect. there are a growing number of apologists who argue that Suburbia 

has undcrgone a transformation over the last two decades to becorne autonornous and 

viable in Ils own nght. The new suburban fabric is comprised of more than large tracts of 

single famlly homes connected by a vast road and highway infrastructure. Il includes 

rctail, commercial and information age industries as weIl. In America, this form of 

Suhurhla 1 ~ hcing referred to as "edge city" or "perirneter centre" or even "technoburbia." 

Arguably. the urban centres of old have been transplanted, without any recogmzable 

morphology, into the suburbs. Their raison d' etre is based on the changing nature of land 

cconomics and the attendant speculative development practlces of the 1 970s and 1980s. 

This form of Suburbia accepts the automobile as the major means of transportation, 

resultmg not only ln an entirely car-oriented residential area but in an entlrely car-oriented 

city. 

And while Suburbia continues to grow around us. alternative patterns of growth are 

bcginnmg to cmerge. Loosely referred to as New Communities, these vary considerably in 

sile and program. sorne as small as hamlets. sorne as large as towns. Generally, the 

concept of New Community design embraces denser housing patterns. the remtegration of 

community and social facilities and alternate modes of public transit. New Cornmunities 

"Iso rcspond 10 the erncrgmg Ideas of environrnental responsibility expressed in a 

sllstainablc urban landscape . 
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PROLOGUE 

ORIGINS OF THE ARCADIAN VISION 

Ali people who have a history have a paradise, a state of innocence and a golden age. 

Friedrich von Schillcr 

1 Greco-Roman and Judeo-Christian Innuences 

Arcadia is at once a strange and familiar place. Few have becn thcrc, but man y 

people have imagined what it is like. Located in the PeloponneslIs m sOllthem (lft'CCl' and 

isolated by mountains, the historical Arcadia was a land of small primitive villagcs scattcred 

among the valleys. In this setting, a pastoral civilization devcloped in ancient times and 

was characterized by a life of rustic simplicity, uninterrupted quiet, and Simple plcaslIres. 

Arcadia, however, is a state of the mind rather than a geographical location; it is a moral 

landscape. ft lies in our collective memory, althollgh evidence of Arcadla extends from 

Greece during the Golden Age of the 5th century BC to America in the late 20th century. 

Arcadia, in our imagination, is both an immaterial vision and a matenal construct 10 whlch 

both the metaphysical and the physical inform one another, "a dclicate blcnd of myth and 

reality." 1 That relationship exists in the literatllre and art of thc Arcadian vision whlch 

describes Arcadia as an other worldly place and as a physical entlty. It endeavou" to givc 

evidence of the metaphysical properties of nature, that is, of the propertics of the hcavens 

and the Gods, and humanity's relationship to those. The Arcadian vIsion can, thcrcf(lre, he 

seen as a morallandscape in which humanity is afforded the opportllnity to mtcract wlth the 

Goos through nature and one's fellow (Fig.1). This idea suggests that a dialectical 

relationship exists bctween nature, humanity and the metaphy~lcal propcrtlcs mherent, hy 

association, to both. 

The Arcadian vision denves from two separate traditions: the Greco-Roman mylh 

of the Golden Age and the Judeo-Christian account of the Garden of Eden in the Rible. 

Although these traditions merged in Western thOlight and today are virtually in!'cparable, 

they were distinctly different traditions. 

Early Greek sources for the Arcadlan viSion are found in Hesiod's Er~a kat hemerm 

(8th-century BC), ID which many Arcadian themes were brought to light. In the work .. of 

the Heilenistic poets, Theocntus's Idyll.\ (3rd century BC) and Virgll's Ec/oKUe,\ (1 st 

century Be), Arcadia was a place to withdraw to and escape from the city and the related 

conflicts of urban Iife. lt was a landscape inhabited by the gods. The sounds of the pipes 

13 



hgurl' l "1 ,andscape \VIth a Rusllc Dan('C" by Lorrain. 1640 (Langdon, Claude Lorrain, 
19HLJ). 

• 

• 



• 

• 

of Pan. ruler of lhe gods. penneated the Arcad\3n landscapt.' and \\ ho~t.' prt.'~t.'IIl·t.· \\ a~ ~l'nt 

forth through the shepherd'c; song which proclaimed the l'osmic ordt.'r. Nalufl' R'IlHUned 

unspoiled and humaOlty lived in hamlOny with nature and onc's fello\\ (FI~.~) Arcadta 

was represented as a pastoral world bathed m the \\-aml glow of the l'\'elllllg SUII l'he 

symbolic landscape created by Virgil was a place to \l.'lthdraw l'rom the OppO"11l~ forn· ... 01 

the city and the wildemess - a middle landscapc h.:tween thc forl'co; of hllm,l1llly and tht.' 

forces of the gods. 

The Judeo-Christian aspects of the Arcadian VISion arc rooh'd in Near l-' ... a ... tl'n\ 

'1lythology dating from 2000 Se. Thc Judeo-C'hrislian c("\ncepllon of tht.' Gardt.'fl l'l l:dt.'11 

in the biblical account IS not original. In addition to drawlll~ Ideao; from (Ired~ mythology,. 

il suggests a garden landscape in which humankmd !tvc~ III a statc of phY"H.'al .11\1.1 ... pilltual 

bliss (Fig.3): 

The garden either as nature perfected and ordcred hy the haml of mail or the ~!ardt.'n 
as an Arcad\3n oasis in a chaotic and disordcred world comes lIlcrea"'Ifl/!ly 10 act a .. 
a substilute for a retum III tlfne to the unspOlled innocence ot the (ioldt.'n Age or 
Eden or the attaillment through redemptlon to a 'new hcaven and a lIew carth'. litt.' 
garden thus becomes a means '0 human perfel'1I0n. and nature. 1 III pl IIglllg 011 Ihe 

human SPirit, purifies and orders IL-

The Greco-Roman conception of Arcadla SllggC!.t~ a rcturn 10 a former .. laIe 01 

innocence and well-being while the Judeo-Chnstian conceptIOn sllgge~b a leleologlcal 

orientation III which the garden is symbol ie of the prcscnt and of ... omclhlllg, yct to Ill' 

attained, of a paradise yet to come. The Arcadtan vision, dcnved t'rom the .. c trm.htiofl", 

survived in no small part because of this blbllcal mode of lhollghl. Augll,>tlllc, in nw Ctl\' 

of God (413 onward), rejecled the idea of an altai nable earthly paradl'>c. allhough It dld 

exist, III hls mterpretation of the Garden of Eden. Hc bchcvcd Ihat nature affordcd 

humanity "a perfect allegory of heaven" on earth and that cvcryonc ('ollid partal-.c 01 i'atm/" 

to achieve similar ends.-= Howevcr, the Protestant RefonnatlOn dld mllch 10 recondl,-' 

millennial thollght to envision an attalllable earthy paradlsc llt'hcvlIlg lhal. "The prornp,cd 

land of Canaan III the Old Testament ... wao; re('ovcrcd lIndcr the Ncw Tco;tarncnt\ covenant 

of faith when man becamr a second Adam III Chn<,t." 1 Thc "proml .. cd land", alter Ihe 

discoveries of the New World. wa~ not to bc found III Canaan but 111 Amenca. 

Authors of sacred and seeular literaturc have cxplored Ihe nollon of the Arcadlan 

vision. of a perfeet state of bemg, by comhining both tradi tion,>. The A rCélthan Vi'>IOfl ha ... 

evolved over time to beeornc more than a mctaphysical con ... trllcl. Il mellldc ...... ecular 

conceptions of nature and humanity, "according to thc human capacity or dl",clphnc of 

thought understood to be the key to spi muai and matcrial fulfillmcnt II' Arcadia,ohen 
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Hgure 2. The shcpherd and shepherdess conversing in Arcadia (Russell, Claude Lorrain, 
1 ()()()- /f)82. 1982). 
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associated with paradlse, is found in both sacred and secular hterature and art dt'Sl'riblOg 

nature's ascendancy as a frame of reference on which to procecd upon to Tl'alliC humanity's 

place on earth. As William McCIung suggests in The Art'hirecllIre (1/ P(/"Lldi,t' (ll)(,..l): 

The search for Paradise is thus an effort to dlscoycr thc COlTC'ct rdatu.msl" p helwl· ... 'n 
man, nature and craft: and as a phenomenon hoth of sCl'ular Itleraturl' and ot urban 
planmng and desIgn, 'Paradlse' devolves lOto versIons of arcadw .\I1d U(npta. thl' 
one an Eden and the other a Jerusalem. L 

A distinctIon can be made between "Arcadian" and "ulopian" nw Arcadlan \'1'>1011 

shares utopian premises in that It seeks to imagine a bettcr world for ail hy ... tTlVlI1g for an 

harmonious relationship between people. It diffeTS at the S<lmc tÎml' hy l'mpha'>l/lng 

humanity's relationship toward nature, that is the ascendancy of nature. "" thl' fundaml'lltal 

premise from whlch to achleve a better world. This Implics. of l'ourse. lltat hUlllalHt)'" 

well-being is dependent on the well-belOg of nature. The Arcadtan vision. 111 Il,, I""toncal 

literary mterpretatlon, 15 a moral paradigm that infonns our action ... in thl' matl'nal rl'al III 01 

po5sibilities. Il represents a middle realm between the heavcns ahoyc and tilt.' carth helnw 

(FigA). ft also lies between the wildemess and civilizatlon as a matcnal reprc~l'ntattoll and 

is often associated wlth the latter. Arguably evidence of hoth have ... urvlved 

... to the extent that Paradise IS of the pasto It is arcadlan and open. lhe l'pllollle 01 
nature of which it is a ~lnall part: to the extent that it i~ imagtncd to ~lIrVlve lOto the 
present, it IS a secret garden walled or otherwlse harred agalOst man; to Ihe CxtCllt 

that Paradise Signifies a Paradise to corne, it IS urhan and l'on"plclIou"ly fortlficd. / 

The utopIan influence on Arcadta as an imagincd placc has bccn rclated to thc notion 

of a heavenly City, of Jerusalem. Corresponding Imagc~ of (--,den and .lcru,>alcm l',1I1 he 

seen to represent the Arcadian and utopian ideals respectively. Hoth the gardclI a<., weil a<., 

the city can be seen to represent Arcadla in one fonn or tht, other and. mo<.,l Il1Iportanlly ln 

this thesls, as a combination of both McClung makes the argumenl .tha! lor hlen to have 

survived. It had lo be drawn mto the context ùf an cmergtng urhan clvllt/atlon: 

The uncertain status of the garden III history retlect<., the fatlure of an arcadmn or 
pastoral model of beatific existence withm the context 01 a purged and renewed 
heaven and earth: the survlval 01 Eden depends, therefore upon whalcver 
accommodation can be reached with the cIty. To ,>urVlve, tn lact, I-:den mu,>t 
become a garden-city.c 

McClung cites both OId and New Testament source.., (l:zekleI47, Revelation 22) for the 

prophetic viSIons of a New Jerusalem wlth reference~ to the mclu~i()n of nature, and hlen 

specifically, within the city walls (Fig.5). The apparent amblguity of locallllg Arcadia 
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Hgurc 3. Paradisc in the garden of t::den (McClung, The Architecture of Paradile, 1983). • 
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between nature and urbanity or \\ithin an urban context constltutes the lt.'rntorial domalll of 

Arcadia however the middle landscape is considered. Pamdlse or the pasloralldeall'an he 

seen to lie outside of the city, or well withm the city walls. as a medtatlt1~ IIlll1ll'nl'l' on thl' 

nature of the city itself and humanity's determmcd placc. The nllllcllIlIal Jcru ... alt.'m l'an hl' 

seen as the first "garden-cIty", embracmg both nature and l'Ivilizatlon. 

Il The Arcadian Vision in Am·erican Thought 

Leo Marx suggests, in The Machine and the Garden (1964), that pastorahSIIlI'i 

very much a part of Western thought that has ta,",cn on two forms in Anll'm:a, nan1t.'ly tlll' 

"complex pastoral" and the "cultural pastoral" notions. The complcx pa"toral fonn dl'rtVl'd 

in Western thought with Greco-Roman ongms creates an Ideali/cd land~cape "'"'parall'lI 

from reality through the employment of metaphyslcal constntcl~. The l'lIltural pa ... toral 

form is more capable of being representational of the Amencan e:\pt.'nenCl'. Il '>lI~~e ... t<; li 

particular conception of a good society as an achlcvable goal: 

This cultural version of pastorahsm, ... constilules a reactlon to the world 
engendered by the deslre to withdraw from the complexltle~ of a ... Iructllrcd 
civilizatlon tO\\ ard a natural enVIronment promismg tndlvldllal 1 rccdom and 
instinctual spontaneity. Not advocatmg a complele retrcallo li prtrllIlive Itfc-'ilyll" 
the impulse envisions a mlld, cultivaled terram, a "nuddle landscapc" tn whlch Ihe 
conflicting values of art and nature, civiltl.allon and pnrlltlivl~m mcr~l' 11110 a 
characteristically rural envlronment located belween the polc ... 01 1I111alllcd naturc 
and the clty.~ 

The landscape of pastoralism whether Greco-Roman or Amencan repre ... ent,> a moral 

attitude toward the land and humanity's determined placc in the lalldscalx'. III Amcrica, 

however, this symbolism l}as become attached to a moral and cthlcal IIltcrprclallon of 

humamty's determtned place III nature. Recause this attitude cnVl'm>n~ a heltcr "oclcty a .. 

an achievable goal. it is not necessarily antl-urban, hut nature alonc th al l'an ... ave hllmafllly 

- not the city. Middle landscape Ites halfway bctween the carth and the hcavcrt'> alxlVc It .... 

an immaterial viSion. The mlddle landscape al<;o lies halfway hctwccn the clly and the 

country - as a material represcntation. Marx's mlddle land"icapc wa .. ,>uggc<,tcd ,>omc Iwo 

hundred years ago by Richard Pnee ln hlS Oh\ervatlOm on the Im{Jortam (' 01 the Amerù an 

Revolution ( 1785), "The happiest state of man i~ the middle statc bctwccn thc ... avage and 

the refined, or between the wild and the luxurious stale. Such i ... the ,>tate ln 1 Am(!r\ca l " 1 ( . 
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Hgurc 4. The rnetaphysical middle landscape betwcen the hcavens above and the earth 
hclow, symholiled in the garden (McClung, The Architecture oJParadüe, 1983). 
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Whether this is read as wilderness and civlhzation. "sa\ age" and "rcfined". or agrarian and 
• 

industrial, the dialectic of the middle landscape has perslstcd In Amcn(.'an thOllght. 

In James L. Machor's PCL'ltoral Cuie\ ~ 1(85). the author arglle~ that thl' r:::ddlt.' 

landscape envisioned by Marx. can be vlewed on a conceptual Ic"c1 llnh"-l' tlll' pastoral 

ideal of the individualliving in mstlc simphnty l'ut off l'rom the demamh 01 lIw l'Il). ,\ 

mral-urban synthesis can be achleved. in whlch the city and the ('Ollntry~ldl' are 1I1l1ted l'nr 

the common good of society. Machor refers to this synthehc Vle\\ of nallm.' and urhanit) 

as "urban pastoraiism". The concept of IIltegration. symbollc and son,ll. characlcnll's 

much of the Amencan landscape and ils clties. Urban pastoralism sllggt.'S«.. an alh.'matt' 

middle realm which IIlcorporates diverslty and urban SOphl<;tlcatlon III a natural st.'ltlll!!: 

This synthesis mlght take a number of forms. frorn the preservatIOn 01 open gn.'en 
spaces in the urban topography to an 'organic' relationship among the mhahltants. 
At the base of the ideal Iles an impulse to provide the urban dwcller \\ Ith sorne 
means to renew contmually his elemental connectlon 10 hls spontaneOll." nalural 
self whlle rernaming a member of socIety. of the city. III a won!, 0\ <:1\'1 Il lat 1011. 

Urban pastoralism is more than an allempt to infu~c inlo <:llIe~ louche., or grel'ncry 
and rural vlrtue, as though cltles are necessary l'vIls lhat mu<;t bc punfll'd wlth 
nature. Although at tirncs It has takcn thl~ shapc, thl' Ideal also n)JJ~lItutc<; " VI<;IOl\ 
of envlronment In which city and country are equally valuahlc componcnh III ,Ill 
evolving landscape best served when those components operatc 111 hannon)' 
IThel ideal has hinged on the behef that the natlV{' terrain provldcd a IIllHlue 
opportunity to create on a natIonal scall' an urban pattern Ihal 1., Olll' wllh the 
cultivated landscape. 11 

The concept of urb,m pastorahsm IS inherently flexible. Il 15 a paradlgm The patlem 

produced in one settmg canr:ot be easily rephcated in another. The t'omh\TIallOIl of cIty and 

country, of urbamty and nature. of gnd and garden have takcn many forrn., IIIlhe Americall 

landscape (Fig.6). The Arcadian viSIon \TI America l'an be under<;tood along Iwo opp<hmg 

lines of thought that embmce, in a complementary manner. thc dlaleellc naturc 01 Amencan 

seulement patterns. On the one hand, naturc has been idcalt7cd III term ... 01 the "agranan 

myth", the "pastoral Ideal" and lhe "myth of thc garden" in direct Oppo"'ltlon 10 Ihc city On 

the other hand. the city has been seen a., the sourcc and 10CII., of eCOnOrtlle, pollllcaL 

educational and artlstlc activlty' 

There is no denymg that the beltef in the supenonty of clther rural or urhan 
environments has been central III Amenea, for beneath thclr Ideologieal ~lraJn<; 'iharc 
a corn mon assumptwn mfonmng mllch of our hl'itory: thc conVIctIOn Ihat city and 
country embody diamelrically opposed value..,. 1 

The dialectic nature of these opposing VICWS charactcrile~ the Amencan ..,cttlcmcnt 

experience. The promIse of the open landscape and pa..,toral Y':n<ilhihtie', have allowcd 



Figure 5. The twclvc gated city of Jcrusalcm accordmg to Ezckiel (McClung, The 
Ar, 'hitcnurc 01 Paradi.\c, (983). 
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American citles to evol\'e b) combining cit) and cOllntr~slde, resultlTlg III an urb.lIl-pastor.11 

society - the Arcadian vision made manifest. ThIs urban-pa<,toral ~ynlhc~is has bcen 

expressed in the early seulement patterns in Nt'\\ England, III WIllIam Penn· .... "Grt'en 

Town", in Pierre L'Enfant's desIgn for Washmgton D.C., III thl' l',lrl~ <'UhUrlh ot 

Philadelphia and Chicago, m the Parks and CIty Beautlful MO\CllIt'lIh, and III thl' (,rl'cllhl'l1 

towns of the 1930s. Today, there is growing cVldcncl' for a synthclIl' v Il'\\ of nalurl' and 

urbanity expressed in the form of a sustamablc urban landscapc 
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Figure 6, The grid and the garden - the Arcadian vision made manifest in America <Reps, 
The Making OlU""llfl America, 19(5). 
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CHAPTERONE 

THE ARCADIAN VISION MADE MANIFEST: AMERIC AN llRBANISM ,,'ROM TIn: 

1 

DlSCOVERIES THROLIGH THE ENUGHTENI\ŒNT 

ln the evolution of an American spatial order. the grid iron. as thl' prim.'lpal 
pattern of seulement. and the garden. In its man y glllscs a'\ man's bond wlth land 
and nature, have played dommant roles. The gridlron. a mltonal tool and thus a ~Igll 
of human presence. establishes a measurable and percclvablc ordcr o\'er tht' lalld. Il 
is a product of society. The garden. as ail gardcn~ sint.'c (-<.Alen, rt.'pn.,.,ent~ naltlrl" 
yields both sllstenance and pleasurc. It is a product of illdivu.luall'\llti\'alor~. 
Forming a network over the land. grid and gardcn togcthcr exprcs" aÙ'Ollllllodatioll 
between man and nature. rationality and SpIrit, soclclal con<;lralllls and indlvldual 
expression. 1 

Alex Kriegcr 

The Search for Paradise The RenaÎssanc(' lR1a~Îna.ion 

Il is often assumed. when discussing the ideologieal ongins or thc American 

seulement experience. that the cultural, social and politieal advanccmcnts made III Western 

Europe formed the basis from whlch Amencan civilizatlon proceedcd to forge ItS own 

identity, The assumption is valid and fundamentally important to an under!-ttandlllg of the 

emergence of American civilization. However. the discovery of the Nt.·w World wa" to 

have a significant influence in defining, or redefining. European CIVlllI.<ltlO1I as weil. The 

archetypal pnmeval paradise, wh ether of a golden age or a gardcn of hdcn. in !-ta<:red and 

secular thought was given new impetus - stirred by the aCClmnt'i of the New World and the 

possibilities it held for Europeans from the Renal~sance penod onward. 

Contrary to the ass(~rtlon ... that the Renais'iance humamsts elther Ignorcd or 'ailcd 
to appreciatc the supreme Importance of the new gcographlcal dl'icoveric'i. the 
release of energles known as the Renaissance was largely stllnuJatcd hy 
geographical exciwment as interpreted 10 the myth of bIen. Hi'itory hegan to rnove 
again loward the pole of self-ascertion, becau~c the revelatlon,> of ncw carthly 
possibihtie~ encouraged a radIcal dcparlure frum old tradItion,>, hcltcf .... , and .. ocial 
institutions.': 

The discoveries of the New World had a profound cffcct on the II1tcllcctual culture of Ihe 

Renaissance. The influence of these discoveries led to a grcaler awarcne ... ., of nalure, not 

only in aesthetic terms, but in moral and ethlcal tcrm'i. Thc'ie dl'icovene., al .. o had 

significant influence on the social and JX>litical structure of Renal ... ~ance 'ioclety a ... a wholc. 

The Arcadian vision first described by Theocrates, Virgil, Ovid and other cla<;<)lcal writer., 



Figure \.\. Morc's lJtopia from the Basle edition of 1518 (Tod and Wheeler, Utopia. 
\978). 
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was embraced during the Renaissance. The classical civili7ation of the pasto a~ a s}'mhol of 

greatness, was reunited with the posslbilities of the New World. Rcnatssam:c lelters 

embraced and pronounced the idea of a golden age and an carthl~ paradIM.'. nntahl~ in thl' 

Arcadian Itterature of Sannozzaro's Arcadia ( 15(4) and in Sydney'., Ar, "ldlll ( 1 ~)9). 

Erasmus, wrote in 1517, that he anttcipated "the approach of the golden agr".Hl' '\Uggl,.,tl'd 

that. following the discoveries of the New World. the golden age was Ilot ... onll'thillg of 

antiquity but was of the Renmssance period. In his, Prai\t! olFolI\' (1~)9L I--,rasmus 

developed a satirical account of nature and civilization in whlch thl' pnmltl\'l' Nt,,,, World 

and civilized Europe figured prominently. Longing for an Arcadian cxistcnl'c of ~Impltl'Ïly 

and aesthetic hannony he wrote, "The people of the golden age "ved wlthout the 

advantages of leaming, being guided by mstinct and nature alonc Il Shortly tlll'rl'after, 

and not by coincidence, his friend, Sir Thomas More, publishcd (/{0l'lll (1517). Il 

represented the spirit of the pcriod in that it brought to light the symholH.: "'Igllllicanl·c. 1\1 

socio-economic and political terms, of the New World to Europeans. Il al .. o relkl·tcd tlll' 

spirit of the age made evident in reports of the early explorers. moc.;t nOlahly, ('hnstopher 

Columbus and Amerigo Vespucci. In companng More's Utol'ia wlth the Collllnhu~'s 

accounts, James Manchor suggested in Pa\toral Cilie\: 

Anyone who knows Columbus's Joumals, cannot help notlctng the l'motlonal 
constellations in each. While the inspirational sources for lhc feeling .. in thc two 
differ, the impulses are essentlally the same - the deslrc for frc<;h bcglrtlling .. , lor 
spiritual and emotional rebirth in a new landscape radlcally dlffcrent l'rom that of the 
Old W orld. -1 

Utopia , lhrough the narration of its main chamcler, Raphael Hythloday. dec.;crihed 

that new landscape as an ideal state, between nature and humanity, in LI place called Ulopla 

(Fig.l). More located Utopla in America, on an island, eut off trom blropc.an cÏvllwltH>U 

which, in More's opinion, had become 100 difficult 10 govcm hccall~c land and rclatcd 

possessions were largely a pnvate affair. More concelvcd LJtopta a~ a communal cconomy 

of shared resources which nature provlded in abundance, an urhan ",oclcty wlth an agranan 

base. The related auributes of sufficlcncy. hannony In human rclationc.;hlpc.;, and a halance 

between humanity and the natural world charactenzcd Utoplan \trc. An clahorate .. y ... tcrn 01 

trade and communicatIon was e'itabltshed and while everyone worked on lhc land at .. orne 

pomt in thelr lives, the majonty of the l1topians hved III the CIIIC'>. They Icd a "Irnpllticd 

lifestyle. free of luxury or need, pur!>ullIg tn~tcad poetry. phJlo~()phy. and gardcnmg a ... 

they only worked six hours a day. Utopians WCIC kcen gardcncr~, not only hccau"iC they 

enjoyed it but because there were II1ter-street competitlon~ for the he ... t kept gardcn. "II 

would be hard to find any feature of the town more calculated to glve plca ... urc and profit to 

.""' 1 
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the community".~' The Utopians were free to practise religion as they saw fit. as More 

believing that the search for truth had to be carried out openly and freel y and without 

provocation. More beheved that truth would ultimately prevail whcrc freedol1l of 

expression was promoted undercommon law. lromcally. he died a martyr hy trying 10 

stop Protestantism From spreading in England. 

More's Utopia was conceived as a commonwealth of 54 city-state<;. cach 

possessing at least a radius measure of ten miles of arable land bclwccn them. This madl' 

each city self-sufficient but still close enough to neighbollring cities to encollmgc 

comradeship and cooperation. The arable land was composed of well-ordercd farms and 

famllands which helped to support the city. Utopia was a synthesls of country and (.·ity. 

united on the territoriallevel by the commonwealth of city-states. Il represented. at a 

conceptuallevel. the urban pastoral idea\. The synthesis of country and (,'Ity ontht., 

tCIJ1torial plane was replicated by the Utopians at the municipal levclmlhe urban plan 

originally drawn up by King Utopus: 

The city is compassed about with a high and thlck stone wall full of turrets ami 
bulwarks .... The streets be appointed and set forth very commodioll<; and 
handsome. The houses be of fair and gorgeous bUIlding. and on the slrcets thcy 
standjoined together in a long row through the whole street wlthout any partition or 
separation .... On the back side of the houses, throllgh the wholc Icngth of the 
street, lie large gardens enclosed round the bad. part of the ~trccb. !-',very hOll~e ha~ 
two doors, one into the street, and a postcm door on the back'iide inln the gardcn. 
These doors be made with two Icaves never locked nor boltcd. ~o ea~y tu he 
opened, that they will follow the least drawmg of a finger, and .,hut agam alollc.1 

Internai spaciousness mirrored the external expanslvenes~. House<; wcrc huilt in hlod ...... 

the centre for each square being devoted to a "broad garden" which the mhahltant .... tllled 111 

common. InterestlOgly. the configuration suggested a grid pattern for laying out streels at 

a time when that method of civic design was not yet wldely lIsed in r.uropc. 

As much as Sir Thomas More's Utopw was a fictional ,'lCcount of a hellcr world. of 

paradise on earth. it is interesting to note how many lJtoptan Ideac; were actllally pul lOlo 

praclise by the early seulers to America. UIOpw was, after ail. not a ... ccular account 

although man y of the emerging humanist values of the Renaissance found a placc III Morc'" 

Utopia. Utopia embraced many of the prevailing Judeo-Chnstian c~chatological and 

millennial doctrines that found expresc;lon during the Renaisc;ancc and whlch wcrc made 

evident in the settlement experience of the Puntans and others in the New World . 
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Hgurc 103, Plan of a portion of Monpazier, France, 1284 (Reps, The Making of Urhan 
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II From the Classical to the Colonial Euro-Urban Innuences 

The New World offered the possibility for new fonns of social orgallizatlon based 

on changing religious and political ideals during the RCllaissance. The Enh~hteml1l'lll. 

following the Renaissance. provided new ideals tha. inc\uded the pursuit of reason and 

science - a secular understanding of humamty and its detenmned place III naturc and Illt., 

cosmos (Fig.2). The earliest European settlers to the new world were Spalllsh. hcnch. 

English. Dutch and Swedish. Initially. the villages and towns and the surrounding 

agricultural lands of the early settlements in America resernbled those of Europe. 1 hesl' 

settlements were I ... ter transfonned to rneet the needs and the desires of an emergmt~ ... ociely. 

Time-honoured urban and rural values and ways of building villages Hnd lown-. wcrc 

challenged in hght of a growing awareness of. and respect for. the New World wllh wluch 

the selliers were entrusted. The Arcadian vision. revived during the RenaissanCl" was thu ... 

given new meaning in the contex.t of the New World. 

Sorne of the earliest settlements in Amenca resembled the "bastide" or fortlficd 

towns of Europe. As Europe emerged frorn the rniddle ages. colonial towns werc huilt as 

new territories were conquered and settled. Bastides were onginally c"'lah!lshed a'. l'millier 

outposts in Europe and later in America. The difficult conditIons faccd hy the early 

American settlers ex.ceeded those of Europe. The American frontler seUlement expcriencl' 

was protracted by comparison to its European counterpart and. as a resuh. the walled town 

or bastide became an important part of the carly A merican seulement typology. In plan. 

Detroit (1701 ). had a strong resemblance to the rnedieval bastide town of M()np~lI.Icr ( 12X4) 

ln his description of Monpazier, John Reps notes in The Ma/...ing 0/ (/rhan Amertnl' 

The grid-iron plan. market square. walled pcrimeter. and reslnclcd SIJ:C charactcril.c 
Ithe bastidel with but few exceptions. The walls of the town enclose a rectangle ... 
divided into blocks .... Near the centre. surrounded by arcadcd strect~ - a fcature of 
many of the French bastides - i s the market square. The church and It ... adjacent 
open space are located nearby off one corner of the market "'quare. / 

The significance of the bastide plan lay in its fonnal and spatial dl"'p<>c;illon in relation to the 

surrounding landscape. The plan was introverted, wallcd at its perirncter. wlth the focal 

point on the church and market area (Figs.3,4). The bastide served a~ a refuge from the 

wildemess and the unknown elements of the frontier landscape. After a fortified town wac; 

established. the surrounding lands were typically brought undcr cultivation. In the ca~ of 

Detroit and the French settlernents along the St.Lawrence and the lowcr Mis'ii<;c;ippi, the 
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figures I.ba.b.c. Vitruvius's diagram of the winds and archetypal town plans (Rosenau, 
Tht' Ideal Cir\'o 1(59). 
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land was divided according to the French land tenure system. Although thl' sUITounding 

landscape proved to be hostile, a great effort was made to creatc, or recreale, on fonn,,1 

tenns, the landscape within the city wall~. The influence of Renaissann' planlllng on tlll' 

settlement patterns of the early colonial towns was conslderahle III thal resp"'d, .llthllUgh on 

a much simpler scale (fig.5). 

ln general tenns. the Renaissance period wllnesscd a grealcr COIlCl'nt for the Clt~ in 

tenns of Its architecture and urban design. The town of Vllry-Il'- FranCOIS ( 1545) 

exemphfied the influence of Italian Renaissance planning in francc hy the alll.'nlion III Ihl' 

axial relationships of the roads with the town square, the cardtnal pom'" and tht' I(Kallon 01 

significant buildings. The streets were either grid-iron and/or radiai ln laYOlIl, line(! \\llh 

continuous residential buildings, formmg perimeter blacks. These penml'Ier hlol'II.~. wllh 

their large internahzed court yards, provided the town's ITlhabllant~ Wllh pnvah.' "pacl' 10 

garden as weil as another level of sccunty heyond the town fortification. I{cnal<;sance 

planning was a synthesis of earlier town-planning efforts. begtnlllng wlth thl' Ihl'on'tical 

work of VitruvlUs \Tl the Augustan Age, notably m The Ten [Jooh 01 ArdlÎl('( 1IIn' ( 1 <;1 

century BC), and culminatlllg tn the work of Leon Batllsta Alhertl' ... /Je Ra Aedtlic clTOIIU 

(15th century). E The location of the town, the 'ille and formai contï)!lIrallOn 01 Ihc tllwn 

plan, the location and size of streets and squares, thc disposition of CIVIl' and pnvate 

buildings. the location of commercIal and artisan aCllvity, and the type of matcnal ... Wl'rl' ail 

discussed m detail in Vitruvius's remarkable text.'::' Alberti, hkc hi~ prcdc(.'c ... sor VltmVI\I<;, 

helieved that a town should be laid out in favourablc geographlc condition ... wlth at!cntlollto 

chmatological, agricultural and defenslve concems (Flgs.6a.h,c). The ... trccto." whlCh 

served as the framework of the town, were to he laid out radl<llly and/or orthagonally, III il 

hlerarchicai manner and be termmated wlth civic bllildmg~ and "qllarc<., tn a gnd-mm plan 

Urban squares and open spaces were included to provldc recreatlOnal "pace. lJnwanted 

industrial activity was to he located outslde the town. l' ) Alberti. along wlth many 

architects and town-planners, proposed numerou<; plans for rcal and Imagtncd lown ... and 

cities throughout Europe. 

Of Grids and Gardens 

ln concert with the dl<;covenes orthe Amenca~. Renal.,..ance town-plannmg wa<., 

given further elaboration in The L..aw\ of the Indie\ (1.573) underthe rule of Philip Il of 

Spain. The LaW\ embraced man y of the Renaissance Idca ... of town-plannmg and codlfied 

them into an elaborate set of ordinances for the proce.,<; of colol1l/.ation m thc New World . 



Figure 1.5. The prototypical city composcd of a compact town centre and an expanding 
pcripherallandscape (Lejeune. The Ne, .. ' Cir\'. 1991). 
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The Laws , which also resembled Vitruvills's work ln scope and content wcre. howc\'cr . 

limited to town-building and administration (Fig.7). Wlth respect to chooslIlg il Slh,'. thl' 

ÙlW\ stated: 

IThe town 1 must he ln an elevated and healthy location: 1 he 1 \\ Ith Ille,,,,<; 01 
fortification; Ihave 1 fertile sOli and wlth plenty of land for fanning and pa<;tur.lgl'. 
have fuel. tlmber and resources; Ihave 1 fresh watcr. natlvcs. ea-;e nI transport. 
access and exil; 1 and he 1 open to the north wlIld .... 

The plan of the place, wlth ItS squares. strcets and huilding 10h 1'" 10 he oulltnl.'{\ h~ 
means of measuring by cord and ruler. heglnmng wlth the main "'<\llare Irom whlfh 
streets are to nm to the gates and pnnclpal roads and Ica\'lIlg '\uftinent opt'n '-paCt' 
so that even If the town grows it can also spread III a ... ymmetrtl'alm,lIlner 1 

The new town was conceived to be self-sufficient. thalls ... ustalnah\c. ,1Ild gmwth W,l'" 10 

be accommodated according to the resources available m and around thl' ... cttll'Illent art'a 

Growth of the town was anticipated as colonil.atlOn procecded. III an orderly Illillllll'r. 

consistent with the clvic deSIgn pnnclples proc\atmed in the I.i.H\'\. In addition. the /'I.I~\'I 

sllggested a rectangular fonnat for public plazas, but 111 mo<;' ca ... e,", III Amene,l. tlll' ... quare 

plaza became the rule. The most important blllldlngs. mc\udlllg CIVU: bulldlllg ... , Ihe ehun:h 

and merchant shops. were to be laid out along the penmetl'r of Ihe pla/a Wlllllnltll' gml 

Iron plan. the residenttal areas were to he formed around the pla.'.a The ... l' area ... would he 

laId out to include a common for the recrcational u"e of ItS tnhahltan .... or for Ilvl' ... lod .. tu 

graze. Beyond the the urban areas were located the agricultural land ... wlllch were 10 he 

subdivided on the basls of seulement lots. Remaining agncultural and olher lalld ... 

belongmg to thc town would he dlstnbuted a'i growth demandcd Il wa ... anllC'Ilall'd thal 

the colonial towns would grow and not he Itmlted hy pohtlCal houndafll''>. a COllel'pt Ihal 

was adopted. and glven further expressIon. 111 America through Ihe "NatIonal Slirvey" of 

1785. 1 :.-

The civic deSIgn proclalmed ln thc l..aw\ had a grcat 1II01lence on Ihe ,",elllellleni 

patterns In America although the ~implc orthogonal gnd had already I1eCII 1 n ml' for ra'w 

town planmng at lea'it since the Hellent ... tlc age. Schola,.., gcnerally agrcl' thallhc gnd-Iroll 

plan was a product of advancing clvill/atlon ... ll1 gcneraL ilJ...c mel hod.., of cultlvatlon and 

social organilatlon, and therefore not unique to I-:uropcan culturc... In Amenea .... ollle of 

the earliest towns were laId out accordmg to the 1.i.1W\ tnc\udlIIg Mohlle ( 171 1) and New 

Orleans (1722). New Orlean ... , tn partlcular, rc ... cmble ... the HI'>panoarneflean model of ail 

elongated rectangle of blocks, ... ymmetncally dl<;po ... ed and faclIIg a river (hg X) 

Undoubtedly, the orthogonal diVISIOn of land togethcr wlth the RcnalwHlcc Idea ... of 



Figures 1.7a.h. Th~ thcoretical city of Eximenis. circa 1380. and the Hispanoamerican 
plan of San Antonio. Texas. 1777 (Reps. The Making of Urhan America. 1965). 
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architecture and urban design influenced the early settlements and towns as thesc emcrged 

during the 17th and 1 8th-centuries. 

At the scale of the town. the grid accommodated functions in an e\'cr expandablc 

module. centred on the town square. In this manner, nature was brought to .• 1Ild l'onlaincd 

in. the town ;.tself. On a natIOnal scale. the orthogonal division of land "as gl\'cn l'onu 111 

1785 through the "Land Ordinance of the Continental C'ongress". "The adoption ofthl' 

supergrid for the survey and disposai Ol western lands effectlvely stretchcd the 

checkerboard pattern across the contin.!nt." 13 The town and range system of the National 

Survey reinforced the grid settlement pattern (l&' {owns across the <.'Olllltf). Thl' grid. 

superimposed on nature. thus replaced the "walled garden" of ancient times. and extendcd 

it across the entire landscape of America. 

III A New Heaven, A New Earth "Citty upon a Hill" 

The Arcadian vision. revived in the age of discovery during the Remussancc. WOlS 

given new meaning in the New World. Essentially, two conceptions of the New World 

dominated. Sorne saw it as a paradise restored. a garden of Eden. while othcr ... 'iaw It as a 

forbidding wilderness. Among these were the Puri tans. who indeed !.aw America. Ilot a ... a 

wilderness, but as a landscape in which to build theu New Jerusalem. Their 'illlglc-lUlI1ded 

belief in God and His divine providence. allowed the Puritan~ to ~ee America a~ l--.del1lc -

expressed in the millennial vision of a New Heaven and a New P..arth. They left blgland 

with a divine mission to establish themselves on Amenca's shore!.. Not unllke More'., 

Utopians. the Puritans were in search of a New Canaan - a terrestnal paradl ... e.'\IId 

modelled themselves after the Old Testament account of God's cho<;en people. the 

Israelites. The Puritans had embraced the emergll1g Protestant doctnne of the rnillenium 111 

which the celestial city was abandoned in favour of an earthly one hy hringmg earth and 

heaven into one historical continuum. 14 The Puritam. saw them ... clve ... a ... thc clect who 

would build the foundation of God's ideal city for ail of Protestant Engiand. 

The Puritan leader. John Winthrop. chronicled their seulement expcnencc. He 

envisioned an urban-agrarian society composed of villages and town ... in an agrarian 

landscape. Manchor suggests lhat Winthrop's writings gave eVldcncc tn a "Cilly upon .. 

hill" that incorporated millennial thought with a fundamental awarenes<; of the "Iawc of 

nature," which would have significant influence on the Enlightenment conception of the 

landscape: 



Figure 1.8. The grid and the garden in the plan for New Orleans. Louisiana. 1700 (Reps. 
The Makm,s.: of Urhan America. 1965). 
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The images suggest that for Winthrop the Puritan community is to he an orgaml' 
entity, metaphorically duplicating natural processes. As such it will achicve .. 
harmony among God'o; works, inc\uding nature and clvili7 .. 1tion, III accordance with 
providential design. 1 :' 

The symbolic geography that Winthrop envlsioned dld not necessarily tndude an llT~,Ulil' 

conception of humanity and nature. However, the biblical aecount of God':~ l'rcallon and 

humanity's place in it, was predicated by the overriding eonccm for stewardshlp 01 ail t1wt 

God had provided. Recognizing that "man was a fallen creature" and that naturt.' had hcen 

corrupted by man, the Puri tans focussed their efforts on building the cIty upon a tull, 

"conceived as an environment uniting rural and urban fomls, posscsslIlg sigmflcanl'l' a., a 

symbol for the kind of harmony promised in New Jerusalem." 1 (, Nonethcle<;.,. the hihllcal 

verse, "Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of ~,dcn to cultlvatl' It 

and keep it" (Genesis 2: 15) undoubtedly found its place in the Puritan viSion of ttu.' New 

Earth. Although, as noted, they were more inclined to find their place in the Nl'w World III 

the millennial text of Revelation. 

The Arcadian vision, of a synthetic view of nature and civilization, .,uggest~ an 

environmental awareness evident not only in Winthrop's writmgs but also \11 the Puntans' 

perception of their determined place on the American landscapc. They bclieved that thl' 

seulement experience, made evident in the theological typology of a New Jeruo,alem, was 

coincidental with forming, or rather reforming, the landscape to a divlllc\Y \I1splred plan. 

ln this light. scholars and analysts alike have implieated the Puntans, and others aserihing 

to biblical orthodoxy, for establishing an adversanal relationshlp toward the environmenl. 

Cecilia Tichi wrote in New Heaven, New Earrh : 

Our collective mea culpa for environmental rapine, waste, greed, Ignorance, 
fecklessness, and the like reaches backward, we are told, to the hegmmng'i of 
seulement when those perennially blameworthy forcfathers, the Puntan'i, rnJ<;read 
Genesis and became what the late-nineteenth cent ury con~crvatloni~t John MUIT 

called "pious destroyers'" of the landscape. 1 7 

The rnisinterpretatlOn of the Genesis account of creation, of sub'illlutmg "domilllon over" 

for "stewardship of' the earth's bounty, has a long hlstory prcceding the Puritan o,eulement 

experience. The conneetion to early accounts of Amenca as a prclap'ianan gardcn 

undoubtedly helped to implicate the Puritans as nature's original desporler~. However, 

humanity's imperious nature can certainly not be laid on the Puntan'i alone nor on the 

Judeo-Chnstian account of earth's creation and humanity''i place 111 il. 
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('tty (Reps. nU' AlaÂi"~ (~/ Urhan America. 1965; Fries. The Urhan Idea in Colonial 
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Early A~adian A~hetypes 

Winthrop's vision of the "Citty upon a Hill" did not initially matcnah/c III thc Ne\\

World as planned. The early settlements of Massachusetts Bay wcre.:n fal't, purpo .. cftlll~ 

rural in character with tittle trace of urbanity. The Puritans werc amhivalent towani tlU' 

idea of establishing any ki nd of city. as Syl via Dougherty Fries notcd 111 Tht' l, ,.h(11/ Ideu' III 

Colonial America (1977): 

The intruSion of the city into the rurallandscapc posed a challengl' nul only to lhl' 
tradittonal cosmology ImedievalJ and social oUllook mhcnted hy the Puntan~ Irom 
their Elizabethan on gins but to economic values which plaœd the pll~lI1t 01 nette .. 
in the service of retiglous and community well-being. 1 ; 

The early seulers were bound together primarily by religious affimty and thl'rcforl' laid ouI 

agrarian communitles by mcorporating a land tenure .,ystem as it had cvolvcd III fcudal 

Europe. believing that scnpture and nature could best be reconclled III a rural ordcr. 1 1 

Two typical seulement patterns emerged 111 the Massachusetts Bay area The one wa .. Imcar 

and the other was rectilinear. The linear township pattern wu., a prodllcl of orgallll' growlh 

while the orthogonal township pattern was a result of a predetcrnullcd plan. Salem ( 1(29) 

and New Haven (1638). respectlvely. typify these settlement pattern .. althollgh Ihe 

processes of urbanizatlon influenced the character of these townstll p" diffcrcnll y. 

The linear township pattern was based on a large land holding that wa~ .. urvl'ycd to 

include a town centre or common. comprised of a main !,treet. and <;ome time laler. Il .. quarc 

and a church terminating at one end of the street. The land wa<; then dlvided 1 nto .. tnp<; 

fronting secondary streets, The remaining land was held 10 common for the v.llager ... l'til' 

ovcrall plan was influenced more by topography and site t'cature .. "ueh a .. a nvcr thclI hy 

any formai system of subdivision. The village Itself wa" fmllc 111 '>I/C and wa .. nol planncd 

to accommodate growth.:::'~1 And whlle few rccords rcmam of Ihesc ~cttlerncnt~, John Kcp" 

was able to give evidence of these communilie~ thal formed a <;Igmfïcanl part of Ihe 

Massachusetts Bay settlements (hgs.9a,b). 

The orthogor.cll townshIp pattern shared ~Imllanlles III lerm .. of (:ommon and pnvatc 

land ownership and the provision for public buildlllgs, however, a formai <;y<;tern of 

subdivision was adopted. Towns such as Hartford, Camhndge and Ncw Haven ail ~hared 

a simple grid plan. Of these, Ervin Galantay sugge .. l<; in New Towm: ATlIiquilv If} Ihe 

Pre\eTll (1975): 

Simple orthogonal plans were drawn up to ~erve thc need., of small homogcneolJs 
groups of 250 to 300 persons. A characteristic of thcse plans was the re,>ervation 
of a central open space, the "commons" - elght acres III Hartford, .. ixtcen acre') in 

~ .' . " 
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New Haven .... The New Haven plan is a perfect square fom1t~d hy three tHnes 
three blocks resembling the standard Hispanoamerican plan for "thlrty "cd nos." 
except for the fact that the New Haven blocks are unusllally large (H2S l'l'ct square 
compared to 450 or 300 feet in Latin Amenca}.-' 1 

The increased size of the blocks may have heen a result of adaplin,".!. tradllional 

planning ideas ln the context of the New World. glven the vast amount of land aVa! I,ahle for 

settlement. The f,lan also incorporaled a more spacious and open arrangement of huildlllg!\, 

both public and private (Fig. 10). The Puritans' plan for New Haven. III partt<.·IJlar. also 

shared a strong resemblance to numerous plans for a New .Ierllsalem dcscnhcd III Ihe Hlhll' 

and laler interpreted by a number of Renaissance theologians and scholars as a pClfect 

square of nine blocks (Figs.l1a.b). Of these biblical cities Fne., notcd: 

The biblical cities. although varying considerably in thclr dimenSion ... had l'l'rtalll 
features in common. First, ail were square. Second. the prophetil' \.'Ily 01 l-.I.d.ial 
incorporated the encampment of the twelve tnbcs of Israel. placed III cOlltlguous 
groups of three along each of the ctty's four sides whlch werc oricntcd towant 
north, south, east and west. ... Third, the city proper was locatcd al the centre of 
the "suburbs" and, also measured in a square, thus formed wlth It., "l1hurh~ two 
concentric squares. Finally. , .. the blblical cities werc Illeasured aroumllwo l'Cntral 

- -, 
axes.-~ 

New Haven was established after a number of other settlements. mmt notahly Hostun. 

appeared not to hold the promise envisioned by Wynthrop's "Cifty upon a Hill Il l fnder tilt' 

leader~hip of John Davenport and with the help of Thomas Graves . .,urveyor of the 

Massachusetts Bay area. New Haven was estabhshed as "a bible commonwealth ln thl' 

purest possible form.":::::: The orthogonal grid was not new as an urban forrn. however. III 

the case of New Haven the plan shared man y consi~tencies wlth the blhltcal cIlie,>, 

including the measure of ni ne equal squares. solar orientatIon and the di<;p()\ftIOIl of the 

public and pnvate buildmgs and its relationship to the landscapc In~tead of locating thl' 

dwelling units around the centre with garden and fann lots bchmd them, the dwclhng lot .. 

were located within each of the penpheral squares, rather than facrng the central .,quarc or 

common, giving each mhabitant a larger plece of the garden, ln many re,>pccl'>, New 

Haven was the archetypal Arcadian commumty - a <;ynthesi .. of nature and urhanity. Il 

gave evidence buth of a New Jerusalem and of the garden of Eden and lherefore 

represented. better than any other early seulement, the Puri tan vi..,ion of the "Ctlly upon a 

Hill". Not until a century later would that viSion he given further cxprc<;<;ion 111 the grand 

Arcadian visions of Philadelphia and Washington De. 
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IV The Enlightenment of America The Newtonian Uni",'rse 

The scientlfic dlsco\'enes of the Enlightenment had a profound inflllem .. e on 

Western thought, as did the discoveries of the New World dllnng the Renat!'.sanl'e The 

perception of nature and of humanity's place mit changed profoundly 111 .... urope and III 

America. Coincident wlth the American Revolution, the Enlightenment in Anwnca 

promi3ed a change in the conception of America's place in creatIon "frol11 an e'iscnttally 

ahistorical accomplishment of ProvIdence to a secular, hlstorical possiollity." ·1 ()unn~ 

this period the blblical imagery of a "despoiled earth" and "fallen man" cvcntllally gave wa~ 

to a new concept of nature and of humantty. The early efforts of European ~l'Ientl'it ... o;ul'l, 

as Galileo and Bacon m the 17th century, and later by Newton, Boyle and others, 

collectively gave emplrical evidence of a divme cosmic order revealed in the inherently 

complex patterns of nature. "As a result, nature achleved an ascendmg lhgmty a .. a tutelary 

phenomenon equal, if not superior, to holy wnt. To confront the great booll. of nature wa'i 

to peer into the divine mmd and read ils immutable laws recorded thcrc " .r, 1'0 l'on!'.ldt.'r 

the perfectibility of nature and of humanity in concert with a div\l1c plan altcred Anlt .. rica"i 

self-image in the New World. No longer bound to a millenmal Imperative, the AR'adi"n 

vision was given further consideration in terms of a cosmology oa<,cd on naturallaw a ... 

weil as on mythology and religion. The related Idea that humamty wa<, morally rcgencrate 

had far-reaching Implications: 

"The process of moral regeneration was to be, indeed, a civlli/ing pn)(.·c'i", hut, a~ 
opposed to the supposedly corrupt urban culture of I::.uropc ... thc ncw Amencan 
civllization would hew to Its agrarian basls .... In thls l'ontexl, the pel'llhar Vlf1uc .. 
of Amenca came to he associated with lhe cultlvalors of lhc sOli and wllh thc 
regeneratl ng powers of nature. Il ~ ,.:, 

The immutable laws of nature thus provided thc moral ground to conl'civc an Amcm:an 

landscape distinctly different from the despoiled earth of Europe, one thal wac.; both hdcnic 

and pastoral. 

ln Europe a helghtened \I1terest \11, and awarcne'iS of, nature emcrgcd dunng thl<' 

period. Numerous treatises and books on the philosophieal and ac<;thctic impltcations of 

naturallaw were published. This awareness took a numbcr of form~. not only III "tcrature 

but also in art. Landscape patnttng, as a distinct genre. al'hleved wide'iprcad IX)pularily 

during the Enhghtenment. The Arcadian themc~ tn the work of thc 17th-l'cntury arti<;I<" 

Claude Lorrain and Nicholas Pous<;in. gave evidencc of the human condition III a 'itatc of 

nature, of the correspondence between the visible world and thc mctaphy~il'al propertic<, of 

nature. The pastorallandscapes served as backgrounds for thc artist'i to cxplore thcme'i of 



Figure 1.12. A pastorallandscapc in Arcadia by Claude Lorrain, 1648 (Russell. Claude 
I .. orrain. 1(82). 
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mortality. tranquility and dignity in a dassicist vocabulary (Figs.12, Ua.h). The thertlt'" of 

their later works were varied and included utopian and metaphyslcal characteristil'S.·' . llw 

pastoral mode was incorporated by European artlsts recordmg the Amenl'an landscapt' 

during the 18th century. Artlsts like ArchIbald Robertson and John Joseph Hollalld pall1ll'd 

cities like New York, Boston and PhIladelphia in Ihe context of hucolil' .. eltmg ...... uggl'SllIlg 

a harmony between nature and civilization synonyrnous with Ihe hl C III l' prom .... l·' of a Nl'\\ 

World (Fig.14). 

Fanner James 

The Arcadian vision was given further definihon during thl~ penod hy emhral'illg 

the vision of an agrarian society. The traditional pastoral mode was hn\..ed to allclllcrgll1g 

attitude toward the environment based on the scientific knowledgc of a Newtolllall 

universe. The sociological and economic implications of thi .. viSIon wcre lhreclt.·lI lowanl a 

veneration not only of the landscape but of agriculture and the roll' of Ihe "yl'olllan" farnll'f 

in society. As Leo Marx suggested in The Machine ln the Garden: 

There was nothtng new. to be sure. ahout the exprcs .. \On of agranan Pll'lll". In 
England. much earlier, the general renaIssance of c\assical Icarlllng hall hc\pcd to 
intensif y native respect for agnculture. Any number of ('ree\.. and I .. allll author ... 
besides Virgil provided the models of pralse for hushandry .... Theil, 100, !Ill,' 
glamorous prospect of setthng ncw land~, rcmote from ccntre., of civih/.ation, 
added to the appeal of rural as agamst urban lIfe. -.~ 

ln Amenca, the rural or agranan landscape wa~ venerated l'rom thc carhc"l ..,cttlcmcnt 

experience onward. The Arcadian shepherd of Vlrgil's /:c/oglie\ wa., replaced hy Iht' 

American husbandman who sought refuge from the force., of civllllalion, notahly tho<;c of 

Europe, m the New World. The role of the husbandman, or l'armer, a., a gcographlcal 

agent of change during this pcnod was celllnii to shapmg thc attitudc, of an cllIergmg 

American civilization. These attitudes. of a synthetic vicw of nature and human\o.lIId, 

expressed in an agrarian phllosophy. were made eVldent III the litcralure of Hector SI. John 

de Crevecoeur's Letten from an America Parmer ( 17~2) and in thc defillltJ ve Arnem:an 

vision of a pastoral-agrarian society III Thoma~ Jeffer<,on\ Nole\ on Virgtnlll (17XS) 

Crevecoeur, a naturallzed Amencan, wrote of thc agranan ideal<, and Ihe 

"cultivators of the soil" that shaped tho<;c ideals in the American <,elliement experience. 

Similar to More's Ulopia, Crevecoeur cmployed a narrative <;tyle to relate the cvcnl'> 

surrounding the settlement experience. In di<;cus"ing fRllen 01 an Amer/( an Farmer , 

Cecilia Tlchi suggested: 

~1 
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Figures I.Ua.b. Pastoral landscapes of Arcadia by Poussin. circa 1640 (Merot, Nicholis 
POII\\;n. 199<)). 
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Crevecoeur's is a moral aesthetIc. emphaslling the \',ell-hclIlg of tIU.''''l' l:ultl\alor ... 
who are made by (and In tum gi\"e shape and chardcter to) AmcrH:a l'Ill' pk:l'lng 
geography of orderly and prospero us seulement retlect<; the An1l'nl'an tlllIId. th.lI of 
the New Man. His "regeneratlon". "resurrectlOn." and "metarnorpho~I"''' fmlllll1l' 
servility and prejudIce of Europe IS the achlc\"ement of Alm'nc:lI1l/atlon. Ihl'lf thl' 
outcome of settlement.~-J 

The "cuItlvators of the soil". in Crevecoeur'<; mtnd,were "regeneratl'd" hl'l .. 'U ... l' of thl'Ir 

associatIOn to the land. their vocational inclinatIon. as farmers, a re"lIlt of hl'Ing l'\!l0"l'd 10 

the vast geography of America. The land was consldered 10 have morl' Ihan mall'n,ll or 

politieal benefits -It deterrnlned the moral characlcr of It" cttl/enry 1 Ill" landwapl' \\iI'" 

seen as a "cardmal metaphor of value" III whlch Ihe "melaphonc l'\ cn Illon' 1 h,lIt 1 hl' 

physlcal propertles of the land" held the posSlblltllC'" for rcgcllcraltnn. nanll'I~ mlhl' Innn 

of a pastoral-agrarian landscape. ::-,- Crevecoeur was abo awarc Ihat Ilot C\"l'ryolll' \\ llllid lw 

able to find a place ln a rural setting. VIllages and towns would lJ1\'anahly n, .. ,,11 lrolll Ihl' 

intractable process of civilization or "Amencantzalton." ln "'ecptn~ \\llh the blllghll'llI111'1I1 

ideals ofperfectlbllity of humanity and ils In<;lttutlon<;. Crevecoeur n;uVl'I~ hehl'Vl'd III Ihl' 

possibility of transforming the m.,tltutlons of Europe to accommodall' AIlll'rICall Ill'l'd ... 

without recognizmg the implicatIons of the force .. of tndll ... lnah/atlon or the IMlure.' (lI 11ll' 

changing institutions themselves.::: 1 Noncthcle%. Crevecoeur'" l.etler\ provldl'd il 

description of America a<; an agranan socIety dunng lhe ~nllghtcnnll'nt Pt.'f1ot!. III whldl Ille.' 

Arcadian vision of synthetlc view of nature and humank,nd held ullforc<,ccll potcnltal a .. a 

pastoral-agrarian society. 

The Greene Repuhlic 

The potential of a pastoral-agrarian !-.ociety, a ... a nallOnal goal. wa ... glVl'n delinltlvl' 

forrn in Thomas Jefferson's Note\ on Vtrgmill (1785) PlIolI ... hed only Ihree year .. aller 

Crevecoeur's Letter\, Jefferson's Note\ advanccd many of the.' Idea .. o\ltllllt.'d hy 

Crevecoeur's Farrner James. However, Jeffer<;on wa ... aille 10 ... eparate the hterary 

metaphors from the pohtlcal reality facmg Amcnca 1 Jk.e Crevecoeur and olher Amencan 

thinkers of his day, Jefferson held to thc ~ptrJt of the age of the r,nllghtelllllcnt, placlng h .... 

faith in nature and humamty. Still. Jefferson held a .... mplr ... tlc hcltcf tn the VlrtuC'" of the 

rural mhabltant over those hvmg in thc city. Indced, thc "'.lIIopcan cIty and Il ... a ...... oclaled 

ills of industry and manufacturing wcre \ Icwed a<; antlthctlcalto the pa ... toral agranan Ideal 

advanced by Jefferson. "Those who labour III the carth arc thc cho<;en pcoplc of (Jod, If 

ever He had a chosen people, whose oreast~ Hc ha ... madc HI'> peculra{ dcpoc.,n for 

substantial and genuine virtue", and "CorruptIon of moral'> in the ma ... ., of cuillvalor.,..., a 



hgurl' 1.14. A pastoral view of Philadelphia by Gilbert Fox (Machor, Pa.'iforal Cifie.\, 
1l)~5). 
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phenomenon of which no age nor nation has fumlshcd an e,ample." And of those who 

chose to live in cities. he wrote. "The mobs of great cities addjllst so l1luch to the support 

of pure govemment. as sores do to the strength of the body.":::' .leffer~on, W:I' 

particularly loathe to accept the Idea that progress was linked 10 IIldustry and trade. Ino;tcad 

of econornic growth on a national scale, he sided with self-sllffïcit.'nl'~ wlthllllht' ,M'toral 

community. The rural yeoman farmer was beuer able to particlpatc 111 the dcnu)(.·racy 

Jefferson envisioned by being engaged in the political life of the COl1ll1llllllt). Onl) an 

agrarian society could ultimately embrace the democratlc Ideal he sOllghl for AlIlcm.'a. '1'0 

have a stake in the country meant, quite literally, to have a stakc JO the land. l'hl' Clt) and 

the values associated with urbanity could not afford the American l'iti/cn this npportulIIly. 

Jefferson's vision for a pastoral-agrarian society was given further cxpn'-;o;lon 

through the National Survey of 1785 (Fig.15). As J.B..Iackson sllggeslcd in IAUlt"! tll'l· ... 

( 1970): 

The almost universal use of the grid for towns can not he entirc\y understt)('ld 
without sorne reference to the wider regional grid of the National "urvey - whid. 
automatically prescribed at least the main axes of any town - nor witholll somt' 
reference to the American ideal. If in terrns of deSign, our citles are mure lhan 
extensions of a village grid, the village itself - IS 10 tum liule more than a fragmenl 
of the regional grid: an orderly arrangement of umform lol~ f requcnl 1 y Im:lI~~t'd 
about a public square with no partlcular function and unvaryll1g (hll1cl1"'lon~. 

The survey laid an apparently egalilarian order across the land and, 111 Ml doing. camt' 10 

symbolize Jefferson's democratic ideal on a natIOnal scale through lhe lown and range 

system. Homesteads, villages and towns were established within the gndiron "y"tem Ihal 

the survey dictated. The grid symbolically contirrned thc idea lhat thl' procc..,~ of moral 

regeneration was directly Imked to the civllizing process of an agrarian landc.;cape. Thu<" 

during the Enlightenment period the Puri tan values of a splrllual rebirth III the New World 

were transforrned to a moral rebirth of a nation, expresscd in the Jcffcr<;onian land"capc of 

the "Greene Repubhc". 

On Civilizing Cities 

1 was in my Working Dress, my best Cloath~ bcing lo come round hy Sca. 1 wa~ 
dirty from rny Joumey: my Pockets wcre stufrd out wllh Shlrt~ and Stocklllg!o: 1 
knew no Soul nor where to look for Lodgings . .j 

BenJamlll I--ranklm 

The pastoral ideal envi~ioned by Jeffcr ... on wa<, already bcing challengt:d bcforc 

Note\ on Vir~inia was tirst published. Jeffer~on knew lhat a pa'itoral-agrarian <,ocicty, a 

permanently rural Americ~, wa<; Impossible to reconcile wlth the urban growth along the 



Till'-

1 

1 

.. , '. 
;: t 

-\'" 

, " .... 
L.: J- 7',;'t ....... ; 

.1 
~ . 
l·--

,~ . - . 
'",_t...:. .! ... ~~ ... 1:.-'"T 

1" , 
,-

-'-.r\ ; 

-:\:::_----~ ,~ 
" • J 
'-- . .. 
- j 1 

• t 
1_,_-;;-:::_, 

or TG" W.Hlr", 

:: 

1"".11' 

f_""" _. ... a\ .... '''b ... , ..... ~ ... , " ••• .,_ .. 1 ~ 

.~ • r"4 , ........ "",~ ..... " ~ .... _ 
... _"... ... ) ..... ~"' .. .-;~ _"'Y" __ 

•• ,.... ................ _ .. _f .... _ ........ a....,.,..,. ~ ".",1 
, .. ~ ... ,,- .. ll.,.1'·~_w .... ___ ~-I ... ' _~ ........ 

,-.._ "' .. __ !'-"_"" ~ .. o 

;.. 

= 

:.. 

FIgure 1.15. The town and range system of the National Survey. Ohio (Reps. The 
Mu~i"g ollJrhan Americu. 196.5). 
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eastem seaboard and the expansion across the continent. The Industrial Age was 

transfonning Europe and would in lirne also lransfoml Arnerica. This was foreshadowcd 

in Crevecour's Letten and articulated in his later Sketche\ of Eighreenrh-Cefllllry Amerù·<l. 

Il was discussed in the "queries" of Jefferson's Nott!\ on rirginia , 111 hi~ correspondcncc 

with John Adams and in Adarn's Wea/th of Natiom (1776). The ISSUCS facmg an ellll'rging 

nation after the Revolution were perhaps chronicled best In Benjarnlll fmnl"'m's 

Autohiography (1771 onward). 

Franklin, like Jefferson, represented Enlightenment thought in Amcrica, Yl't his 

vision ultimately allowed Arnerica to transcend an histoncally static VICW of a pastoral

agrarian society. The pastoral view was vital to understanding the American cnnsciousnco;, 

of the period, however, the processes of civilization were changing the moral gl'ographyof 

the nation.::':) The rise of manufacturing and small-scale industry wcrc rnakillg a slgnitïl'ant 

irnpact on the urban centres of Boston, Philadelphia and New York as weil as -;maller 

urban and rural seulement areas. In this context, Franklin ernerged as a <;pokl'~pcrsoll and 

guardian of the national conscience, himself "a product of eighteenlh-ccnlllry urban culture 

extending from Europe to Colonial Bosten and Philadelphia,''::;(' Franklin's 

Autohiography, wriUen over a period of two decades, soughl to redefine the pa~toral ideéll 

in tennsof bridging rural and urban values, which he believed to he vital tn indivldual and 

communal fulfillment. Manchor suggested that: 

Franklin provided an exemplurn of pasloralllrbanity rnanifcstcd 111 thc social 
atrnosphere of a city and the character of Its cilizens ... hanklm ... bcllcvcd that in 
Arnerica a new type of city was possible, cornbimng thc bcst of nIral and urhan and 
inhabited by individuals drawmg on native talents and inspired hy thc pronll'ic 01 
the open landscape and fresh beginnmgs.::: 7 

He identified himself wlth humble beginnings, both literally and mctaphoncally. Thi .. wa!. 

made evident in his arrivai to Philadelphia where, by practicing prudcnce, IIIgcnuily and a 

devotion to his ideas, he was able to rise in personal and puhlic <;tature which wa., 

synonymous with the rise of the whole nation. To franklin, rural valuc'i traditiollally 

associated with the traits of the simple yeoman, were al~o ingraincd If] the urban dwcller. 

Americans were, therefore, ail primitives of a new sensihiltty If] which thc promi'ic of the 

New World extended the rnoral geography expres!.ed In the Arcadlan vl!.ioll to country and 

cityalike . 



figure l.lb. The Italian garden in the 16th-century; Villa d'Este at Tivoli Newton, De.'tign 
on the Land. (971). 
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v The Grand Arcadian Visions Baroque Innuen('es 

Renaissance planning and the renewed interest in the orthogonal plan had .. 

significant impact on European and American urbanity. However. the Renatssance also 

influenced European urbanity with the symbolic landscape of the garden (Flg.lf"l). The 

Renaissance garden gained widespread attention in Europe through the Enhghlenmcnt 

period culminating in the French Baroque garden schemes.3 3 The garden. mlts symholil' 

role. found acceptance in America in the 18th and 19th ccnlurie~. The Renmssancl' gardl'n 

embraced emerging humanist values. its layout and composition symhohllng the COSIllO<; 

and humanity's determined place in il. The garden gave symbolic mcamng 10 hmnamty\ 

existence white also providing sustenance in its harvest. The Baroque gardcn <;chcllles 

carried out by the French, transformed entire towns such as Versailles (Hg 17a.h). 

At Versailles, the walled garden of Eden was replaced hy nature's gardell. 

extending across the the landscape to the horizon. Arguahly, the Baroque garden 

symbolized a hannony not only between the cosmic order and humanity hut hetwl'en 

humanily and mature as weil - a dialectic in which the whole was secn as greater than Ihe 

sum of ils parts. Furthermore, Baroque: geometry soughl to estahlish. ~ymhohcally. 

humanity's relationship to the cosmos and the world it inhablls. Baroque planning did not 

seek a relationship of dominance over nature but one of a perfectihle order hased on the 

divine principles of geometry. The notion of humamty's dominance over nalure was 

therefore misinterpreted in Baroque garden design and suhsequent Baroque city planlllng 

efforts both in Europe and America. In England, the French Baroque influence was 

perhaps best exemplified in Christopher Wren's plan for the reconstruction of I.ondon 

(1666) Although the plan was never executed, the Baroque fomlality of the pial.l.a .. , radial 

streets and axes. combined with a subordinated grid and the II1fu~JOn of nature and 

greenery was to become universally acknowledged and copi cd (Flg.1 H). The Baroque 

influence may rightfully he regarded as a symbolic attempt 10 exprc'is the Arcadian vi<;ioll -

of humanity in the extended garden in formai terms. As the urhan landscapc of Amcnea 

unfolded in the 1 7th and 18th centuries the influences of the Renais .. ance and the Haroquc 

became more apparent. 

Penn's Philadelphia 

That so soon as it pleaseth God ... a certain quantity of land or ground plat .. hall he 
laid out for a very large town or city ... and every purchaser and advcnturer shall. 
by lot. have 50 much land therein as will answer to the proportion whlch he hath 
bought or taken up in rent. 3 ',l 

William Penn 
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Figures 1.17a.b. The COSIllIC ordcr ln the plan of Versailles, France. 1746 Newton. 
Dl'.\ign 011111l' Land. 1971). 
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William Penn was made Govemor and Proprietor of Pennsylvania in IOSI \\ hcn' 

he assumed his divine mission to establish the Quakers in the New World. l.i~c John 

Wmthrop before him, Penn was concemed with promoting rc\igu.1\ls fn'l'dom, hut fur thl' 

Quakers. Penn was Interested in building a divinely insplred l'Ity. an "hnly l-'Ilennwnt". to 

be inhabited by a largely rural and religlous society: 

Whereas the city seemed to represent in 1l1iCrOCOsm ail the fOlhles of an artllï~·I.,l. 
man-made world. especially liable to human corruption. the country pronused thc rel'm'CI)' 
of innocence. smcenty. honor. and, bccausc of Its assocIation \VIth nature. accc'iS 10 thc 
sublime truths of the universe.-1U 

Raised in London. Penn had acquired a sensitivity for European IlThal11ly alld 

civility • however. he was also critically aware of the city's pitfalls. HI'" lall'r l'Oll\'l'r .. ion to 

Quakerism radically changed his views of an ideal society and of an idl'al city. Philadelphia 

was thus conceived as a rural-urban synthesis. which Penn rcferred 10 a'i Ihe "gn'l'lIl' 

country towne". The pastoral ideal of living ln rustic simpliclty, as Ihe yeoman fanncr 

of antiquity, had great appeal to Penn and, like Frankhn afler him. he hl'lil'\'l'd Ihal TUTal 

values could also be ingrained in the urban dweller. 

Philadelphia was established in 1682, a part of a vaslland holding enlrtl ... h.'d to 

Penn. He had hired Captain Thomas Holme to survey and plan hl" "green country lowne". 

In man y respects it conforrned to the orthogonal plall l'vident in Renai~ ... ancc plalllllng alld 

in the Law.\ of the Indie\. John Reps suggested that Penn wa~ prohably lIlt1uenœd mo"l 

by the plans submitted for the reconstruction of London afler the great ftrc. Il A ll11mhcr ni 

these plans included a gndiron frdmewor~ with a "!reet hlerarchy and a halance olllrhan 

squares and open spaces throughout, most notably In Richard NcwcourI'" plan. 

Philadelphia exemplified the appropnation of the grid to estahli~h the del\l()(:rallc Ideal ... of 

an emerging society. Ideologically and formally, the gnd rellected the ... c cgalilanan value". 

In terms of the character of the cily, Penn sllgge!o.tcd .,oJ1lethlflg Ulum .. takahly 

American in the the way the figure (building) and ground relatlon"hlp wOllld he concelvet!· 

Be sure to seule the figure of the tc.wn !o.O a!o. the .,trcel., hcreafler Illay Ile IIl1iform 
down to the water from the country bound!o.; let the place for the ~toreh()lI ... e .. he on 
the middle kcy. whlch will yet serve for market and slate hou"e ... too. 'l'hl" fllay he 
ordered when 1 come, only let the hOllse~ he buitt In a hne, or upon a IlIIe, a~ rnllch 
as may he .... Let every hou~e be placed, if the person please~, III the middle of Ils 
plat, as to the breadth way of il. that ~o therc may he grolllld on each ",de for 
gardens or orchards, or fields, that Il may he a green country townc. which will 

never be bumt, and alway~ be wholc!o.ome. t. 

The notion of the buildings definmg the open space<; a" wa!o. thc pmctl'ic in ~uroJ>ean town 

planning was abandoned. Instead, the surrollnding land!o.cape would hclp to define the 



--- -----~- -_.~-

hgurc 1.18. Robert Hooke's proposai for rebuilding London after the fire of 1666 (Reps. 
'l'he Mukmp, olUrhan America, 19(5). 

Hgurc 1.19. William Penn's plan for Philadelphia. 1682 Fries.The Urhan Idea in 
Colonial America. 1977). 
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buildings. resulting in a continuous green. The intent was arguably pragmatic. nOling Ihal 

Penn had visited London al the time of the great tire. Building separation would help 10 

remedy that problem. The intention of spacing the buildings and setlmg thcm mlo Ilwir 

own gardens and providing civic squares of greenery were part of Penn's plan 10 hUlld a 

city in which nature and urbanity were intertwined. Philadelphia wa~ il1l11al1)' \\'a)~ lih' 

New Haven. but on a much grander scale. Penn's idea of creatlllg a "gret'IIl' munlry 

towne" reflected his vision for a city in the gardcn. 

The significance of Philadelphia lies in its dispositIon 10 the surrounding 

countryside. It was conceived to he a part of a larger matrix \Il whil'h IOl'al. rcgional alld 

national issues could be addressed. The garden extended heyond the lil1\its nI' the town 10 

include the entire land holdings of the region. which were surveyed and apportloned a.; 

counties and townships. Like in More's U10f'ICl. the townships summndlllg Philadelphia 

were comprised of large land holdings surrounding the towns or VIllages. '1'0 

accommooate further seulement and growth. Philadelphia was to he linked 10 the 

surrounding landscape with a network of roads and highways IlIlklllg !.llIallcr I()wn~hip~ 10 

Philadelphia. Like many of the early settlements and towns. the si/c of PhiladelphIa wao; 

determined by the amount of arable land available 10 sustain il. Il wa~ planncd on a rcgional 

scale, in which the well-being of its citlzens and Ihe land they relluircd for thelr o;ustenanl't' 

were equally important. Concelved on a reglonal scale. Ils inhabilants werc linJ..ed nol ollly 

to the surrounding landscape but to one another (Fig 20). The underlYlllg Idea wa~ Olll' of 

social. economic and environmental stability more than one of o;ile or predetenmlled l'onu. 

ln many respects. Penn's work predated the regional planlllng effort .. of the 19th and 20lh 

centunes. 

As Philadelphia was settled, demands on Ihe land were so great along the port lhat 

the large land blocks were divlded and buildings were laid out one next to the nlher wlllch 

created perimeter blocks wlth mternalized court yards and which changed the mtended 

characterofthe town dramatically,":C Penn's vision for the "grccne country lownc" was 

challenged even in hls lifehme. Today. Philadelphia bearo; little rescmblancc 10 Penn'.; 

original vision for a city in the garden, yet the moral geography of Ihe "green wunlry 

towne" remains intact. 

I..'Enfant's Capital 

The Arcadian vision was eventually to he given full cxprc .... ion, ln idcological and 

formai tenns, in Pierre Charles L'Enfant's design for the national capital al Washington 

D.C. He was charged with providing a plan lhat would hest rcpre'iCnt the goals of the 

Republic and the national character by Pre~ident Washington in 1790. L'F:.nfant produccd 



hgurl' 1.20. The reglOnal plan for Philadelphia, 1720 (Reps, The Makin~ of Urhan 
Amt'I'/( Ll. 19b5t 
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his plan for the capital in 1791 (Fig.21). Il was as mspired as il was greal. caplllflllg \11 ont' 

broad landscape the American urban ideal of the city in nature's garden. Wnling 10 

Jefferson, L'Enfant noted, "To change a wildemess into a city. 10 Ihal dl'gn'e of Pl'Ifl'l'Ilon 

necessary to receive the scat of Governmenl of a vast empire ... IS an 1lII\tert.,kll1g a.; vast ".; 

it is nove1."-l...l L'Enfant, like William Penn before hlm. believcd that tht' natl\'l' lallll'\capl' 

would make the capital great. The grand and sublime architecture of the hl'nch HarlxllIc 

was particularly appropriate to mcluding the native landscape. The plan wa~ l'Onn'1\'l'd \11 il 

manner that brought nature into the he art of the city while at the !.ame eXll'mhng urhalllty 

across the landscape - symbolically represenling a synthctic vil'w of naturc and urhanit) 

The plan integrated the natural surrollndings and established long aXl'S along Il'm,in 

that could support views or prospects, and cornbined a topographlcally sen'\llive radiaI 

street pattern with a modified grid pattern. These axes were to he tree lilll'd houlevanh I~) 

feet wide including 30 feet to elther side for pedeslrians. Altematlvcly, Jeffl'r.;on h.HI 

originally proposed a gridiron plan for the capital. L'Enfant com'ctly hehevet! Ih,II il 

gridiron plan was too utilitarian and not accornmodatmg for the site. l'Ill' IIllcnt was 10 

create an aura of grealness and naluralness lhrough exlen!o.IV~ planung of tree~ and arhollr ... 

and retaining,wherever possible, the natural features of the site. He l.'realcd a hicrarchy 01 

streets and urban squares to express the grand idea of the capital - the nalional ~ei\1 01 

government. Spacious gardens lined the slreets. Natural land fcatures wcre Il,,ed 10 l'feale 

a canal in addition to water featllres and fOllntains. Every "plal" withinlhe city wa~ large 

enough for "spacious houses and gardens". Govemment and rclaled CIVIl' hlllldingo; Wl're 

situaled in this grand natural expanse. As ln Philadelphia, thc blllldlllg ... werc dcfincd hy 

the open spaces sllIToundmg them. Only aJong lhe grand avenllc wcre Ihe l'IVI(' hullding ... 

arranged to create a wall to define the open c;pace .... tj 

L'Enfant's grand Baroqlle !.cheme for the capilallnspircd the de<;lgn of tnany lown ... 

and cities thereafter. As James Machor slIggested, "For 1 :Enfanl, the nalJ(H1al capilal 

represented a lilerary and visionary symbol of American devclopmcnl - an original 

hieroglyphic, the characters of which werc 10 he rClIllcrprelcd and rcu,>ed in cille ... ollhe 

future."4C ln its conception, it extended thc "moral geography" envi"'lOned hy Penn, 

Jefferson and others and provided the ideological and formaI ba .. i ... for the City Aealliifui 

rnovement of the laIe 19th centllry. Il wa<;, and remain!., Amenca'" an ... wcr 10 the Arcadian 

vision on a grand scale . 
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Figure 1.21. L'Enfant's plan for the Capital. as drawn by Andrew Ellicott, 1791 
(NI.'wton, IJI!\ign on rhe Land. 1971 ). 
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CHAPTERTWO 

THE EMERGING ARCADIAN METROPOLlS: AMERICAN lJRBANISM TO TitE 
EARL V TWENTIETH CENTURV 

The city delights the understanding. It is made up of finites: short. sharp. 
mathematic.ll lines. ail calculable. It is full of varieties. of successions. of 
contrivances. The country. on the contrary. offers an unbrokcn honLon. the 
monotony of the endless road, of vast unifonn plains. of distant mountams. the 
melancholy of unifonn and infinite vegetation; the objects on the road are fcw and 
worthless. the eye is invited ever to the horizon and the c1ouds. Il is the sdoul of 
Reason. 1 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Urban Form to Urban Reform Country and City 

The ideology that shaped American towns and cities exceeded the economic 

purposes for which these centres were established in the first place. The seltlement 

patterns of the early pioneers and early town-planners c\early reflected a ncw Vision of 

humanity's detennined place on earth. They used nature, not civili7.ation. as the cOl1unon 

reference upon which to build their new Republic. The abundance of land greally 

influenced the morphology of American urbanity. With the foundations laid for an 

emerging American urbanism, towns and cities grew in a distinctly diffcrent manner l'rom 

their European counterparts (Fig. 1 ). 

The Arcadian vision, expressed in Jefferson's agrarian phllosophy and in an 

emerging urban-pastoral tradition, was made evident in the nation's capital, Washlllgton 

D.C. Not only was its design significant but also, if not more so.was its geograptllc 

location. In the The New Urhan Land.\cape (1986), David Schllyler <;ugge<;tcd: 

The location of the nation's capital in Washington. D.C., and the .. ubsequent 
placement of most state capitals not in their largest cilies but in gcographical center .. 
had profound implications for American urban culture. By artlficlally separating 
seats of govemment from the country's metropohtan areas. the revolutionary 
generation enshrined as cultural nOrInS the agranan ideal and an accompanymg 
philosophical distrust for cities.2 

Based on the gridiron fonn of the early settlements and towns of the 17th and IKth 

centuries, American urbanism sought to incorpomte the changing viSion of the new city in 

nature. As cities grew in size, population, and social complexity a whole new vl~i()n wa~ 

needed to address the urban condition and its meaning in Jefferson's "greene Repuhlic." 

Beginning in the early 1 9th century, a new generation of thinkers hegan lo examine the 

41 



t-:igurc 2.1. The synthesis of nature and urbanity in Washington, OC, 1901 (Reps. The 
Alaking 0/ Urhan America. 1965). 
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future of the city and further define urban form and culture. Based on the shared vision of 

the ascendency of nature, these individuals sought to redefine nature outside of the agrnrian 

philosophy of their predccessors. 

This new conception of the city, of an altemate middle landscape. was hased on the 

concept of the Arcadian vision made manifest in the early colonial settlement pallt.'ms. Thl' 

concept of the city in nature was already very much a part of Penn's Pllliadelphia and other 

towns and cities. With the rnpid growth and the resuhing congestion of these IU'W cIlies. 

came a need to redress Ihe critical issues of urban space and form. Amcncan urhalUsm 

during the 19th century sought to restore a synthetic view of nature and urhalllty. 

transforming the "city in nature" to that of "nature in the city." 

Schuyler suggested that the 19th-century American city evolvcd differently from its 

European precursors in three distinc.t ways. First, the Amencan city was planned and hmlt 

much more openly with a broad measure for streets and individual propertles ln many 

ways, it was the antithesis of the compact commercIal centres of Europe. Second. the nl'W 

concept of the city was middle-class in orientation. Values associated with the family and 

the community, infl uenccd the spatial organization of the city sigmficantly. Dense urhan 

settings were no place to raise a family or try to estahlish a community. DlInn~ this penod, 

public parks were introduced in sorne neighhourhoods to alleviate the ri"mg urhan sqllalor 

and to provide a place for family gatherings. The huilders of the carly suhurh'\ sought to 

provide a refuge in nature as a domestic refuge. Third, the older pattern of residcnlial élnd 

commercial land uses were challenged. The old practlce of providing a place to live close 

to work was no longerronsidered necessary. In the early 19th century. ncw urban 

transportation systems allowed the separation of home and workplacc. And with tbls ncw 

technology came the suhurbs which provided an escape from the city.: 

The established urban pattern of private land ownership wa'\ mo<hfied as CIlies 

expanded and new means of transportation were incorporated. Givcn that many t()wn~f()lk 

had appropriated even smalt parcels of land on which to build, the dl~tances hctwccn 

neighbours increased significantly compared to their European counterpart!-.. Any 

opportunities for a "walking city" were dimiOlshed as the street-car and the milway 

extended the boundaries of activlty within the city and at it~ horders. As became evidcnt, 

these new urban transportation systems only increased the distance~. physlcal and 

psychological, hetween the city and its mhabitant~. 

The eventual emergence of garden suburbs, city parks, and country e'\tate'\ durmg 

the late 1 8th and 1 9th centunes reflected a new recognition of the mediating influence that 

nature alone could afford city dwellers. Together. these 19th century conception" 
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figure 2.2. The changing nature of the city and the pastoral during the 19th-centul)' 
(Sti Igoe. 8orderland: OriRin.\' of the American Suburb. 1988). 

figure 2.3. The cmergencc of the home in the landscape beyond the city (Stilgoe. 
Border/and: O"i.~ill.\ of the AmerÎcWI Suburb. 1988). 
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contributed to the evolution of the American city and established the charncter of a 

comprehensively new urban form. one that can only be called Arcadian (Fig.2). 

Anti-urbanism and Rdorm 

Ralph Waldo Emerson's writing extolled the virtues of country living but cvcn he 

was ambivalent about the city and ail that it offered. "1 wish to have nantI strcngth and 

religion for my childrel1 las weil asJ city facility and polish."<-l The historiall Anselm 

Strauss suggested that the dichotomy betweell urban and rural values bC{'(\l1lc most 

pronounced during the 19th century, a period of unparalleled urban growth in Amenea. 

These were the expansionist years not only geogrnphically. hut also tCl'hnologi{'ally, 

demogmphically and economically. The pre-illdustrial urban lalldscape of America was 

trallsfonned during the 19th century to include the emergillg illdustrial order of Western 

civilization. Manufacturing. new transportation links to the interior from the cast, and the 

emergence of a society with a political consciousness were greatly innucneing buth urhan 

and ruml areas. The urban population grew significalltly toward the end of the 1 Hth 

century and into the 19th century, particularly along the northeastem seahoard. While only 

an estimated 5 percent lived in urbdn areas in 1790. almost 20 percent livcd lU urhan arclIs 

by 1850.5 During that period, the eastem cities of New York, Philadelphia, Hoston and 

Baltimore were experiencing dramatic growth and were subject to the prohlcl1l<; a~~ocléltcd 

with large urban centres including congestion, the growth of illdustry. laek of propcr 

sanitation and the attendant social iIIs (Fig 3). The cities were subject to a growing numhcr 

of criticisms. Americans saw urbanity as a double-edged sword. bringing proslJerity and 

success on the one hand and moral and social degradation on the other. 

The Arcadian vision, expressed in the Jeffersonian agranan idea!. wa .. hcing 

threatened hecause, as sorne helieved, the cities were draining the vitality out of the 

country, and along with that, the promise of a democracy whlch could bC!o.t he f1urturcd in il 

rural environment.6 Among the liheral c1ergy wnting at that time. Amory Mayo 

characteristically addressed the country-city problem suggesting: 

just now, commerce is naunting her sudden successe<; and intolerahle foll ics of 
luxury in the eyes of the country, inflammg young men wlth the aspiration to 
exchange the honors of health and the indepcndencc at home for <;Iavery and 
effeminacy in the town ... and the exhausting pleasures of a city carcer. 1 

The conflict between the values associated with nature and those as!'ociatcd wllh cilies 

intensified during the last decades of the 19th century. Yet many bel icvcd that increased 
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Figure 2.4. "Kindred Spirits" contemplating the wildemess far beyond the city by Asher 
B.Durand (Powell, Thoma.'i Cole. 1990). 
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growth, urban and rural, was part of a natuml pattern and that a balance could he struck 

between city and country. "Confident of native conditions, they asserted that the nation's 

urban development was consonant with rural values and with the thernes of American 

uniqueness and nature's ascendency."8 

America's unique place as "nature's nation" was difficult to reconcile with the 

geographic advancement of industrialization both in the city and the country. As the urban 

grid spread across the landscape, the distance between town and country increased. puUing 

nature out of reach for many urban dwellers. The scenic associations of the pastornl and 

the agrarian landscape were loosing their influence on the fonn of the American city.') To 

counternct this, the refonners of the 19th century sought ways to introduce nature tn the 

city and its inhabitants. These inc1uded popular writers such as Catharine Sedgwlck and 

Maria Cummins, intellectuals such as Theodore Parker and Ralph Waldn Emerson. and 

landscape architects such as Andrew Jackson Downing and Fredrick Law Olmstcd. 1 0 The 

ascendency of nature, as a national ideal, was also proclaimed in literature and III art, must 

notably perhaps in the work of William Cullen Bryant and Thomas Cole (Fig 4). 

Thomas Cole, a poet and landscape painter, expressed the hope as weil as the 

tension of that period, in a series of five allegorical paintings titled. The Coune orthe 

Empire (1849). In these, Cole idealized the development of American civili/.ation from a 

savage to a pastoral state, then to an urban one, and finally, to urbanity's demisc and a 

return to the savage. "Cole's cyclical interpretation of the progress of civili/.ation 

[expressedl a variation of the agrnrian ideology. with destruction seen as the pncc exactcd 

of an urban society that dominated nature." 1 1 The "moral geography" of ('ole's work 

suggested a return to nature from the forces of civilization - to seek a halance hetween 

nature and urbanity. The Arcadian or Pa'itoral state (Fig.5) was the ideal, while the 

Comummation (if the Empire (Fig.6) was the worst condition, one whcre humanity 

dominated nature. Reformers during this period sought to cnsure that ('nle's allcgorical 

predictions would not come to pass. 

II The "Rus in Urbe" Movement 

The effort to restore nature to the city first gained recognition during the mid 19th 

century in America. The idea of providing open areas for public u~ mthe city was not 

new, dating back at least to Roman times. However, providing open park arcas, as wc 

know them, originated in 18th-century Victorian England where the idea wa<; put into place 

to counleract the urban blight and congestion associated with the industrial city. I:J. The 
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"igures 2.7a.b. The emergence of the park. A private walk at Vauxhall and a public walk 
at St.Jamcs Ccmctery. Liverpool in the mid ISth-century (Chadwick. The Park and the 
Town. 1966). 
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later work of Capability Brown. Humphrey Repton. and others of the English l..andS(.'''lle 

School had a great impact on the manner in which the se urban spaces were conceive\t and 

executed during the 18th cenlury (Fig 7). In America. providing nalure mlhe l'ity was 

c10sely linked to the urban reform movement. And as James Manchor suggesls. "Although 

romantic thought helped inspire this renewed interest , equally decisivl' wa!. a growlllg. 

quasi-scientific belief that light, fresh air, and grcenery could help rcducc discasc in clties 

by dispelling hannful vapours that eaused siekness." 13 This movement. whH:h soughtto 

integrate the morality of nature with the funetions of urban life. hecanll' known a~ the I~arks 

movement. The Parks movementliterally transfornled the urban lands~.'~,pt.' and finnly 

established Ameriean cilies as being different from their European prcdel'Cssors. The 19th 

eentul)' was a period of the emerging Arcadian Metropolis. 

Cemeteries: Places for the Ul'iog 

Andrew Jackson Downing was among those leading the efforts to restore nature 10 

the city, albeit in the suburbs. His books, A Treati!îe on the Theory wul Pmeti.\(' of 

Land!îcape Architecture, Adapted to North America (1841) and The ArC'llité('/ure (// COIII/lr\' 

Hou.lie!î (1850), among others, had a signifieant impact on the manner in which thc early 

parks, park eemeleries, and suburbs were designed. With respect to the carly cClllcteries. 

Downing noted that sueh parks would "eivilize and refine the national chan,cter. fm.ter Ihe 

love of rural beauty, and inerease the knowledge of and taste for rare and heautlfultrees 

and plants." 14 During the mid 18th century, ln an effort to plùvide nature to the urhan 

dwellers, park eemeteries were created on the outskirts of the city to allow visitors from Ihc 

city a place to contemplate nature. Numerous cemeteries were huilt dunng this period 

including Mount Auburn in Cambridge (1&31) and Laurel Hillm Philadelphia (IH3fl). 

Downing incorporated many of the characteristics assoclated with the f{ornantlc 

movement and the Picturesque school of landscape design incllldlllg the clIrvihnear mali!>. 

pool and ponds, secluded groves. meadows. statuary and chards in the design of Iheo;c 

cemeteries (Figs.8,9). Mount Auburn and Laurel Hill. as weil as the other park cemetenes, 

became very popular during this period replacing the urhan gnd wlth the flowing contours 

of curvilinear paths and greenery. "The popularity of these rural ccrnetcnes for tI~S other 

than as burial places must have astounded and perhaps homfied thelr sponsors. On fine 

spring or summer days visitors by the hundreds flocked to the park-like enclosures." 1 r, 

Many came to picnic and to take in the würk of the gardeners and sculptors. other to stroll 

in the park-like settings . 

45 



Figure 2.5. "The Course of Empire: The Arcadian or Pastoral" by Thomas Cole, 1836 
(Powell, Thoma.\' Cole, 1990). 

Figure 2.6. "The Course of Empirei The Consummation of Empire" by Thomas Cole, 
18J6 (Powell. Thoma.'i Cole, 1990). 
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Park cemeteries during this period were not entirety public. They were often 

funded by prival.e interests and only to those with a higher incorne were admitted. In 

addition, these park cemeteries were often located too far frorn the city to make thcm 

accessible to many urban dwellers who could benefit from an excursion to nature. In hlm, 

urban reformers sought to create large public spaces within the city for the enjoyment and 

benetit of ail. The influence of these early park cemetery designs was significailt in 

providing a design vocabulary for the great urban parks that followed. 

Olmsted and the Parks 

The influence of cemeteries on the design and layout of parks that followed was 

signiticant as was Downing's influence on the Park movement in gencral. .... ,quating the 

need for parks in urban areas with the basic beliefs and values of the Grecn RCJluhhl', 

Downing wrote: 

"It is only necessary for one of the three cities which tirst opened ccmetclics, to ~{;t 
the example. and the thing once fairly seen, it becomes umversal. The tme pohcy 
for the republics. is to foster the taste for great public librarics, sculpture and plctUTC 
galleries, parks and gardens. which ail may enjoy. since our IIlshtUlloflS wisel y 
forbid the growth of private fort:.illes slifficient to achicvc thesc desmtble rcsults in 
any other way." 1 G 

Building on the idea that nature was inherently superior to the city. urhan reforrnl'rs 

sought to bring nature to the city ln the Parks movement. F..asy access tn open spal'C Wé\<; 

institutionalized as a fundamental right of ail citizenry in the Parks rnovcment during thc 

1850s. The crowding and congestion of the expanding cities ~nvariahly Icd to urhan !o.prawl 

without sufficient space for parks or open space. 1 7 The ccmml squares, such as Ihose in 

Philadelphia and New Haven, proved to be inadequate for the people Ihal had scttlcd thcrc. 

The town-planners, aware of the need for open space had not been ahle 10 antlclpalc thc 

growth in population during the 19th cenlury fueled, in part, bya large nurnherof 

immigrants. 1 3 

ln response, William Cullen Bryant, writing in the New York 1~'ven;n1-: PmI, 

proposed a site for a large urban park in New York for the general g(lod of the puhlic. Thc 

notion of a park to be owned and held in trust by the public was the tummg point for the 

Parks movement in America and that, having gained acceptancc, wOlJld forcvcr change the 

American urban landscape. Land was assembled dunng the 1850'i and a 770 acre site wa., 

opened 10 a competition for an urban park, to be called Central Park (f-'g.9) . 
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Figure 2.8. The plan of Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1831 (Rep~ 
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The competition for Central Park was won by Fredrick Law Olmsted and Calvert 

Vaux. Both men were weil versed in the Romantic tandscape tmdition of England which 

they sought to incorpomte in their design for Central Park. The design was l'lln~iden"d 

innovative in that it was able to accommodate a nllmber of urban flllU:tions, such as a wal~r 

reservoir and vehicular eross traffie, while remaining an urban oasis. ! ,.) Moreo\'t.'r, Il 

embraced the natural qualities of the sIte in a "naturalistic" desIgn. The ust.' of 11lt.' nalllrai 

rock outcroppings and topography was difficult to support, as the program gn'w to 

consider almost any activity associated with a park seuing. But OImsted and Vaux 

succeeded in retaining their specified design. The foml .. i clements of Ihc parlo. wcœ l"Hitt.'" 

and served to tie together and enhance both the natuml setting and a CIVIl' progralll 

(Figs.lOa,b). From many vantage l'oints, the urban qualities werc stlhonJlllatl'd tn .Illnw 

sweeping vlews of natural scenery in a mral setting. Olmsted helievcd Ihat thesc lIatural 

vistas contnbuted to tht' psychological and social well-heing of the urhan dwc1lers. ('l'nt rai 

Park's significance may weB Ile in the fact that it was emulated, ovcr a very ... horl periml of 

time, in many of America's major cities.20 Many of thcsc parks wcrc dcslgncd hy OIl11slcd 

and Vaux, or by Olmsted and others. Before Cent ml Park, there wcre 110 puhlic parks in 

urban America, nor was there a landscape archItecture profcs!o>\OlI 

Prospect Park in Brooklyn, New York, was anothcr significanl pa rio. dl'Slgllcd hy 

Olmsted and Vaux (Fig. 1 1). Il was similar in progmm ln Cenlral Park. hUllIIl'orporalcd a 

number of 'Paxtonesque' design ideas inc\lIding a ring of suhllrhan VIllas on adJéKcnl land. 

Olmsted and Vaux proposed a better system of transportalion 10 gel people to Ihe part... and 

most importantly, they proposed a system of connected parks. These wcrl' 10 Ill' l>l'de<;lnan 

oriented and have a scenic quality of their own. Like the parks, the parkway ... would 

contribute to the civillzation of urbanity through the further incorpor.ltlon 01 nalllfl' 'l'hl' 

idea of creating a continuous green space through the city, thal wa ... rnllch Jt.o" ... lormallhan 

the boulevards, had few precedents. 

The parkway, as a civic design element, was to become one of the 1110 ... 1 IIIllucntlal 

achievements in American city planning.2! ln Boston, Olmsled'.., work , along wllh 

Charles Eliot's, was conceived and executed ..,hortly afler the Parh ('ornrnl"!o>lon wa ... 

eslabhshed in 1875. The intent was to to preserve environmcntally <;cnsltivc land<; and 

provide a series of public open spaees through Boston for the enJoymcnt of ail. By IH77, 

Olmsted had made a proposai to create a park out of the lowland rnar;he~ of thc Back Hay 

(Fig.12). Additionallands were purchased over the next few years and a park <;y ... lclll wa~ 

established. A de cade laler, while Eliot wa<; concemed with the park !o>y<.,lcrn, cnough land 

had been assembled to create a parkway through Boston, from the Corn mon in the hcart of 

the city, to FranklIn Park on the outskirts.(Fig 13). 
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Hgurcs 2.9a.h. Central Park. New York. The original and revised plans by Olmsted and 
Vaux (Chadwick. The Par/.. anâ the Town. 1966). 
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Olmsted was also involved in the creation of America's largest urhan park on tht' 

shores of the Schuylkill River in Philadelphia. Fairmount Park was some 3 . .500 acres 

when tirst established in 1868. The vast size was due. in pan. to an effort to prole('t the 

city's water supply, but it was also 10 ensure nature's place in the Clly. In 1904, ,1 fonnal 

connection was made to join Fairmount Park to the cily hall. thus physi('ally and 

symbolically linking nature with urbanity. The Arcadian vision, of "ms 111 urhc". l'volved 

during this period and became a funher manifestation of the Art'adian Metropolis 

III Exodus to the Suburbs Nature Calls 

As the nineteenth cenlury came to a close, man y people, likc Engltsh sparmws. 
seemed to thrive on city life. Others retumed as failures 10 the family fann. pralsing 
country life; but an inrreasmg nurnber of city dwcllers tumed "hack to Ilélturc". 
rather than "back to U (- [arm". mainly to escape the rninor irritants of urhan life.-· . 

By the end of the 181h century the desire to be close to nature was more Arcadlan 

than agrarian. Nature. was seen as Ihe greal spiritual and psychological counh.'rforn' to Ihe 

problems that the city had created. Peter Schmitt suggcsts in, Back tn Nature: nI(' 
Arcadian My th in North America (1969), that the conflict hetweell nalure and the "ily was 

ideological, made manifest in the cultural expression of American society_ During the carly 

19th-century people seemed to thrive in cilies. "Such folk heartily approvcd of the 

opportunities for social and economie Sliccess, the educational and rcligloll" hcnelits, and 

the cultural advantages that accompany urban life. "=:3 This "back 10 nature" movement a~ it 

became known in the 19th century, was a preoccupatioll of the neh. hllt It also he('illlle li 

pastime of the middle c\ass. The resuh was that sorne soughl nature in thc wi Idcrness 

beyond the city, while others looked for nalure in their own hadyard~. Tht.' carly 

cornmuters who sought nature and later established themselves al the cnds of the Irolley 

lines, wished to retain their urban "festyle while seeking a c1O'ier relation~hlp wlth Ihe 

greater wildemess beyond the city - in the suburbs (Fig.14): 

Amencan commuters combined Romantlc idealism and urhan mcnlne III a 
movement that was hardly unsophisticated or antl-mtellecIual. howcvcr much It 
encouraged "the simple life." A growing hterature of country life and natural 
history written by middle-c1ass intellectuals like John Burroughs, Dallas Sharp, and 
Liberty Bailey served to guide commutcrs who extracted thc romance of thc 
agrarian tradition, bolstered Ihat romance wlth their under..tandlllg of p<,ychology, 
and wove. in their own defence. the myth of an Arcadw bcyond the trolley Itne/'l 



Figurc~ 2. 10a.b. Arcadian urbanism - a blend of the picturesque and the baroque 
(Chéldwick. The Park (lnd the Town. 19(6). 
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Beyond the Trolley Une 

The realization of the Arcadian vision in America was ironirally made possihle hy 

the new fonns of transportation developed during the 19th century. The OInni-hlls, 

commuter ferry, horse-drawn streetcar, steamboat and locomotive Ittemlly lr.msfonned the 

urban landscape in America and reversed established seulement pattems and land lI!.l'S 

(Fig.15). People no longer had to live close to their places of work No longer was the 

walking city a necessity. Separation of residentlal areas from commercial areas t~gan 

slowly as did the exodus to the subllrbs. however. this was soon to change. Kt'm,eth T. 

Jackson noted in CrabgrWi!i Frontier (1985), that "urban deccntrali/.ation" IlCgan in thc carly 

1830s and that toward the end of the 19th century the suburbs in New Yort... W('rl' growing 

faster than Manhattan.25 ln The American Garden City and the New Tow1L\ M(wement 

(1986), Carol A. Christensen summarizes the movement to the suhurhs hy suggcstillg: 

Except for a minority of wildemess enthusiasts, the Americanldt'al of phy .. it-al 
nature has always been one of domesticated, bucolic landscapc - a nudpoint 
between barbarous primitlvism and decadent civihzation. ror most of the nincteenth 
century, "Civilization" was defined by an admlxture of nature and seUlement. With 
the new transportation technology, the suburbs came to rcprcsent the pastoml 
middle ground between the chaos of primitive natUli: and the brutal power of the 
industrializing city.2() 

Initiait)', only the wealthy could afford to live bcyond the walking city, hut as the 

carriage gave way to the omni-bus and the horse-drawn strcetcar the suhurh~ came within 

the reach of the middle cIass The poor in contrast had to remai .. hchind in the city. Dunng 

this period, Sidney George Fisher, an advocate for these suhllrhs wrote: 

[The advantages of the suhurbl are so ohvious that thl<; Villa and cottage li fc ha<; 
bccome quite a passion and is produclIlg a complete revollition III our habll'i. Il I~ 
dispersing the people of the city ovcr the surrounding country, IIllroduClIIg thus 
among them, ventilation, cleanhness. space, healthful pUrslllts, and the Influences 
of natural beauty, the wanl of which are the sources of ~o much eVII, moral and 
physical, in large towns,L1 

The introduction of the streetcar hrought about dntmatic change,> alollg the urban 

edges. It was becoming quite an acceptable pattern of activlty tn commute to work in the 

city and retum to the suburbs as a daily routine. The developrnent of the railway extended 

the boundaries of the suhllrb~ even further. 1 n addition, the commuter railway allowed 

urban dwellers the opportunity to escape the city to the country<,ide therefore hcnefïtting 

both urban and suburban dwellers. 



Figure 2.11. Prospect Park and surrounding villas. Brooklyn by Olmsed. Vaux and 
('0 .. 1866 (Newton. De.\ign on the lAnd. 1971). 
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Suburban Ideology 

For the many urbanites who made their exodus to the suhurbs. Cl propcrty with a 

single-family home with a lawn and garden hecame the idea\. The suburbs. in f'\l'I. were tu 

become the national ideal - the Arcadian vision for the masses. The ideal. howcver. was 

not so much Arcadian as it was anti-urban. The Arcadian vision pioneered hy Jt'ffcrson. 

Thoreau and man y others was undermined by 19th-century English suburhan ideology 

which was comprised of Evangelical domestic ideology and the Ptctllresquc land!.l·apt' 

tradition.2ô The suburbs were the place to go if you were upwardly socially mobile. 

aspired to having a family and/or had anti-urban inclinations. As a matter of l'ourse. 

America developed its own suburban ideology most notably throllgh the work of three 

individuals; Catharine Beecher, Andrew Jackson Downmg and Calvert Vaux.. Kenneth 

Jackson identified these as the leading spokespersons for shapmg Amencan attitudes 

toward the suburbs.29 

Catherine Beecher was 10 become one of the leading proponenls of "domcslic 

ideology" through her books A Treati.\e on Dome.\tic Economv ( 1843) and Ihe 1 \merÙ'lln 

Woman's Hom'.:" i8(9), co-wriuen with her sister Harriet Beecher Stowe: 

On a sunny summer day the kitchen of the Stowe house in Hartford is filled with 
light. il :;i.reams in from southem and eastem exposures onto a perfectly englIIecred 
sel ùf counters, sinks, and cupboards .... Based on a design lhat was wldcly 
disseminated a.: early as the lS40s by works such as Cathanne Beecher's Trcari.fc 
on Dome.\t;c Economy and Andrew Jackson Downings'~ Cotla~e Re.\ldence.\, the 
house embodied the spint of what had becomc an Amenean domcstlc orthodoxy. ~I) 

Beecher did not have the benefit of Downing's ideas on house design, howcvcr, Iheir 

similarities were notable (Fig. 16). In Beecher's Treati'îe, matters rclating 10 domcstic 

economy were written in detall from the layout of the kitchen to the fcedmg of IJIfalll~, with 

an undercurrent of Evangelical zealousness and Christian montlity. Hcechcr suggcstcd thal 

homemakers were: 

agents in accomplishing the greatcst work that was ever committed to hllman 
responsibility. It is the buildmg of a glorious temple, whose ba,>e shall he 
coextensive with the bounds of the earth, whose summit shall pierce the skies, 
whose splendour shaH beam on ail the lands) 1 

Her ex.planations of the sanctified home, through the enlightened philosophy of 

homemaking. emphasized the universality of domestie value,> as a national ideal particularly 

appropriate to America. She was thus able to extend the "moral geography" of the 

American seulement experience from the wildemess tn the home. 
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Figure 2.13. Ward'g Pond in the parkway (Newton, Design on the Land. 1971) . 
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Figure 2.12. The Park System from the Corn mon to Franklin Park - nature gaining ground 
(Newton. IJe.\ign on rhe Land. 1971). 
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Romantic Plans 

The domestic temples envisioned by Beecher were given fonn hy Andrew Jackson 

Downing, however, not by any direct association. Downing had a very significant role to 

play in shaping the suburbs. As a landscape architect his designs for the carly suhllrhs 

were to influence many others to come. His Cottage Re ... idenct'.\ (1R42) served as thl" hasis 

for the suburban ideal for American domestic architecture.3 :2 Both his cottage dC'ilgns and 

his subllrb designs were based on English domestic architecture and on the English 

Picturesque school, as it was applied to the design of English sllhurhs (Fig.17). 

Downing, like Beecher, saw the suburb as a refuge from the city. Thc home set III n"lurl' 

was superior to a home set in the city. Nature's role was seen as providing a protcclivc 

cover against the elements of the city. 

Downing's influence on the design of the suburhs was most notahle in I.lcwellyn 

Park created by ils founder, Uewellyn S. Haskell with the help of the archilecl Ale~émdcr 

Jackson Davis and the landscape architects Eugene A. Baumann and Howard Dalllcls 

(Fig.IS). Haskell was a drug merchant who professed the religiolls doctrine of the 

Perfectionists for whom this community was built.33 Il was located sorne twelve miles out 

of New York City on the slopes of Orange mounlain. Ry design il incorpomled a park, 

called "the ramble", around which the residences were designed (Fig.19). The plots v<lricd 

in size from one to twenty acres depending on topography and vegetative fcatures. 

Because of their generous size, and by design inlent, no fcnces were pulllp in order 10 

preserve the natural character of the site. 34 Without questIon, Llewellyn Park wa<; 

influenced by the Picturesque tradition. Vet, the rugged landscape influenœd the site 

planning as well as the design of the homes to give the ovemll effect of a Imi(lliC Alllcrican 

suburban landscape.3 S 

Calvert Vaux came to America 10 establish a practise with Downing m lK50 which 

was to last but two yeaTS, to the time of Downing's death. He was weil vcr .. ed illlhe 

English picturesque tradition having been bom and trained in England. Vall~'s Villa\ arul 

Colta!-:es (1847) reflects this training and shows his preference for the English cottage and 

villa.36 His influence on the design of the suburbs was attributed to his work with 

Fredrick Law Olmsted. 

Olmsted and Vau~ were responsiblc for the creation of a truly Amcncan <;uhurban 

landscape at Riverside, a suburb outside of Chicago ln 1869 (Fig.20). Rivcrsidc wa ... 

located ni ne miles west of Chicago along the newly established Aurlington Railway l-ine. 

The land, sorne 1500 acres, was owned by Emery E. Childs who commis'\u)I1cd Olmsted • 

Vau~ and Company to prepare a design for a model suburban community. Instcad of 
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Figures 2.14a,b. A "suburban" cottage design by Downing (Downing,Cottage 
Re.~itlen('e.\. IIM21 1(67). 
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inco:porating the L1ewellyn Park mode\ as a design concept. Ihey sel ouI 10 ('n'ale an 

environment that celebrated domesticity and not .mture.37 The design incorporated scenic 

road~ and walkways throughout with small parks along the way 10 f(x'us n'sidenlial areas. 

The roads and walks were tree-lined and spacious with residences placcd somc Ihirty ft'CI 

back. In tum. the front yards were planted to provide a natural sereen 10 thc rt, .. idt.·nl'l'~. 

Olmsted and Vaux placed a large open space at the centre of the community wllh an area sl'I 

aside for community facilities adjacent to the village centre. A commercial area was 

established along the railway tracks. The main provision for comnmnily rCl'rcallon was ct 

160 acre park set along the Des Plaines River. Riverside. was mdecd il model ~lIhurhall 

community in which nature was tamed to accommodate the domestie ideology of Ihe lait' 

19th century. 

However, the Arcadian vision, expressed as a middle landSl'apc hetwl'clI the city 

and the country was questionable. The exodus 10 the suburhs thal followed. prrpl'luéltt'd 

the schism between those values associated with the city and Ihose of Ihe coulllry. Of Ihose 

who abandoned the city for the suburbs Schuyler suggested: 

ln their quest for personal security and domestic bliss amidst suhurhall 
surroundings, these people made personal dccisions that had puhlic IInphcatl()lJs, 
ignoring the effect the y might have on broader social problcrns and the quality of 
urban life .... Tragically, the nineteenth-century seareh for an urhan cOllIprormsc 
failed to bring about a new balance of country and city. To do so lhe suburb would 
have to be planned comprehensively, as an integral part of the 1l1()liern IlIctropolis 
ratherthan an escape from It.35 

To Downing, Olmsted and others, the suburb was a consciously designed COIlIIlItIIlÎly. of 

public and private places, in which the family could grow amld natural sllrr()tlndin~s. The 

early suburbs were Arcadian in that they symbolically represenled a synlhelil' Vil'W of 

nature and humanity, interpreted in the Romantic style of the peri(xl. However, the early 

suburbs were also anti-Arcadian in thal their inhabilanl~ were nol able 10 mallliain il 

synthetic view of humanity. Social problems relating 10 income, .. scnbed o.,laltJ<;, and race 

as weil as the realities of urban growth and change scl the "seci of the <;\IOuro,tllllc .... ". Ihe 

American bourgeoisie, apart from the general milieu of the clty.5 CJ 

With respect to the changing nature of American seUlemenl patlcm~. Olmo.,t(~d 

believed that new modes of transportation would allow urban "fn lige area<;" 10 he settlcd 

with parks and open spaces and wOlild provide a healthier cnvirollmenl 10 live ln. AI Ihl' 

same time he also believed thal. as a re~ult of outward expansIOn, a more opcn urhan 

landscape would emerge with more space for parks, tree-lined ~treets and private garden~, 

not unlike Penn's "greene country towne", althollgh Olmsted could not rationali,.e thc use 

5:::' 



Figure 2.15. A "suhurban" landscape design by Downing (Downing.Cottage Re.'lidences. 
118421 1(7). 
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of the grid-iron pattern to achieve that ideal. The 19th century subllrh thus pcrpctuated two 

significant ideas that would influence American lIrbanism from that period onwaro. One 

was the socially segregated community and the other the ;eparation of tht.' homt.' from tht.' 

workplace. To this extent. the suburbs were not able to reconcile a hannonious vit.'w 

between nature and hllmanity and toward one another. 

IV Cities Beautiful but Baroque Impt'rial Exhibitionism 

Anyone visiting Chicago's World Fmr of 1893 wOlild have bet.'n very imprt.'s .. ed hy 

its scale and grandeur. Sorne, however, may have fell somewhat ill al ca~c wllh what thcy 

saw, possibly remernbering Thomas Cole's allegorical painting. The COf/\"'",lIl1llOf/ 0/ 

Empire, in whlch Cole had depicted a grandiose c1assicalurhan landscape on tht.' shon's of 

the new Repllblic. lronically, the idea was to express thc fall of hllmanity fmm nalurl' hy a 

civilization that had overlooked or forgotten its agrarian past. Whal wa~ 11I()~1 ~tn"'lng 

about the Columbian ExposItion was ils lInqllestionable likeness tu Colc's pamtlllg on the 

faH of the empire (Figs.20a.b). The "White CIty" as the Columbia Exposition was called, 

becallse of its white-washed assemblage of nco-c1assical and neo-rcnai~~(lIIn' huildlllg ... 

represented the wealth and power and culture Ihal the Amcrican Rcpublic had at.'hlcvcd on 

the eve of the 19th cent ury. Il was a hamloniolls grouping of bmldmg mas .. e~ ... el around a 

large formai waterway. Adjacent buildings and statuary werc grollped aXlally through tht., 

site in the Renaissance manner. The exposition'!. scttlllg along 1 -,.kc Midugan al~o t.'vo"'ed 

images of great ancient civilizations.41) 

Beyond its questionable architectural aesthetic<; the Col umhm EXpOSllloll providcd a 

forum lo explore and to cxpress the genuine advancemenl~ made III Arm~nl'a\ Cilie .. oVt.'r 

the latter half of the 2Oth-cent-iry. Some scholars suggest Ihat the ~XP()"III(hl was the 

tuming point for the later advancements in ci VIC design made by the City Reautlful 

movement.41 However. the work carried out by proponcnts of CIty Beauliful had Ils roots 

in the work undertaken during the period of the Parh Movemenl eSlahll"hcd hy OllllSlcd, 

Eliot and others. William H. Wilson suggested in hi" book, The Cllic\ IJeaUliful 

Movement (t 989): 

ft is now evident that the White City was thc focu'i of a wldc vancly of mnetecnlh 
cent ury advances relating to Oty Beautiful: 'iamtation; ac"thelIcs; rational lied 
urban functions: women's mvolvement in culture, CIVIC improvcmcnt. and urban 
refonn; buildmg deSIgn. artistic collaboration; archltecluml profc<;slonah~rn; and 
civic spirit.42 



Figure 2.10. The trolley Imc. the railway and carly suburban sprawl. circa 1890 (Stilgoe, 
Borderlalld: Origm.\ of the Americtlll Subur;', 1988). 
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Urban Id~olog)' 

The City Beautiful Movement was synonymous with a civil' awakcllIllg Ihroll~hoUI 

the country. Urban dwetlers from ail walks of life and professional hackground ralllt'" to 

the cause of improving their own towns and citlcs. The Arcadian vision hall l)Cl'U ~llrn'd III 

the citizenry of the "greene Rep"blic." Refore the Columbta EXJx).;itlon. a tllllllht.'r uf 

organizations had formed to continue the work of the Parks Movemcnt. Aflt.'r tht.' C\'I.'nt. il 

became a national phenomenon. As such. il had no spokespersons for thl' l'alise. althollgh 

Charles Mulford Robinson, a young jOllmalist. and Dallle\ Hudson Bumh,un. dud 

architect of the Exposition, becamc chief public cdllcalor and chief l'IVIC arehllt.'ct 

respectively. Robinson's book. The Improvement of TOWf/\ ll'U/ ('jtin. or !Ilt' l'melù al 

Ba\i.'ifor Civic Ae.\thetic.\ was published in 1901 and immcdiately hecame popular. A. il 

result, Robinson wrote a companion volume, Modern Civ/(' Art. or the City Madl' lI('ollli/ul 

(1902) His ideas pamlleJed lhose already ln the minds of many Europeans who weœ 

seeking to revive Renaissance and Baroque idcas of the rc\ationship hdwccn hllllding alld 

open space, or as was the case in America, betwcen urballIty and naturc. Book ...... Ileh a.; 

Camillo Sltte's. Der Staedtehau nach \einen Kuemtleri\chen Gruntiwet:::l!n ( IH(9) and 

Raymond Unwin's, Town Plannin~ in Pracrice (1'Xl9) had a grc<tt IIlflucfl('l' III i-'.lIropl' and 

America. Bumham acknowledged the German school of planning a~ mnuclltl<ll in Ills 

work as weil as the French urban theorists.--l3 Genemlly. City Beauttful proponcnts Wl'rl' 

reform-minded mther than revollitionary. They IIndersto..,d the dyllmnic~ 01 IIrhall ~rowt h 

as an organic process and the city as an organic entity. A" slIch it~ growth could hc 

controlled and directed toward a better end.~I-4 The symbiotlc nature 01 urban growlh wa ... 

given a tirst hearing dllring the City Beauliful movcment. Olm<;tcd's view of naturc'.; role 

in civilizing urban society was thu!. extcnded 10 illcludc a hroitdcr agenda lor ",ocl,,1 and 

environmental refonn: 

Endorsers of the City Beautiful were laIe nmeteenlh or twelltlcth CClllury peoplc. 
Thcy behevcd Icss in thc Olmsledian view of oeauty's rC<;lorallve pow<:. and more 
in the shaping influence of beallly. Oarwmlsm had comproml<;ed thc old bellcl III 
man as a natural creature made in the Image of Gad, who ~harcd sonac 01 God\ 
attributes and who reqUlred a bcautlticd, natumhslic repneve from hl'" Impmonnacnt 
in the artificlal city. Man becamc remole from hi!> Creator, more rnanipulahlc and 
malleable, a beir.g condltloned by hls environ ment. Thcrcforc the Ihc whole IIrhan 
environmenl and and thc cntire human expcncnce wilhm It were crillcal 10 the ('ily 
Beautiful movemenl. 4.) 

L'Enfant's plan for Washington, D.C. e'ilablished Ihe Arcadmn Vl'ilon for urhanity 

at a grand scale based on the baroque designs of the French. Othcr c~(Jes incJuding 





Figure 2.17. A prototypical suburban landscape, Clapham CommoD, England, 1800 
(Fishman. Bourgeoi.\ UlOpia..\: The Ri.\e and FaU ofSuhurbia, 1987). 
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Buffalo, Detroit, Indianapolis and Madison, along with dozens of other lesser known cities 

were laid out according to similar design principles long before Chicago's World Fair.-46 

The influence of the baroque landscape was given new life and new rneaning in the City 

Beautiful Movement. 

Civic designers sought to include nature as a fundamental ingredicnl in rcshapmg 

their cities. "Reverence for natural Beauty and for naturalistic constmctivisrn. ils urhan 

counterpart, stood first in the order of City Beautiful aesthetics.,,·n Ruildtng on civil' 

design concepts developed by Olmsted, Eliot and others, they establishcd ncw paiks and 

parkways (park syc.;tems), boulevarris and civic nodes. Undcvelopcd n'ltllral arcas. sueh as 

marginal lands, were left in their natural state without ncedlessly reconstmcting them inlo 

more fonnal entities. Waterfronts and rivers were reconsidercd as vital natural asscts. Tht., 

influence ofthe City Beautiful Movement was feh throughoUI the country from Hamshurg 

to San Francisco. 

Daniel Burnham had been invited to look al San Francisco in 1902 and to make 

recommendations for improving its ci\lic design. He proposed to cut throllgh the cnlire 

grid-iron urban fabric with a network of diagonally placed boulevards and slreets and a 

series of parks, squares and ovals to tenninate or accentuate the ovcrall design (Fi g.21 ) 

The Baroque geometry cut through the grid-iron urban fabric ')utward to the uncharted 

wildemess. Nature, in tum, was allowed to enter the "artificial city of man". In adthlion. 

Burnham proposed that the city acquire additional parklands, hoth inside and outside Ihe 

city limits, for the future well-being of its citizenry. 48 

In Chicago, Bumham carried out similar work in a conttnualion of the lakcfronl 

parkway prepared in 1896 by Olmsted sorne three years after the Columbia E~p()sition 

(Figs.22). The Chicago plan that he submitted in 1909 was considered by many tn he hi .. 

greatest achievement and one of the greatest planning efforts in America .... ·) Il was. hy 

comparison, more comprehensive and executed with much more attention 10 detail. Il too 

included large diagonal boulevards, parks, parkways ,a sweeping arc throllgh Ihe cily. and 

grand civic spaces. The plan also discussed the regional implications for Chicago's 

growth. "The plan dealt with the need for improved rapid transit, the pos<iibilitlc<i for 

control of outlying subdivisions, requirements for railroad line and terminal rclocation and 

consolidation, and other features not nonnally covered in the planning reports of loday."50 

The ove rail intent was to give Chicago, San Francisco, and other citle,; he had made 

proposaIs for, a sense of civic grandeur and purpose in the green RCpllhllc. Morc 

significantly was the concept that the strong geometric order of the Baroque could he 

extended, not only out to nature, but across the country and eventually linked to the 

nation's capital. While this concept was never considered, it would he highly plausible to 
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Figure 2.18. Plan of a portion of Llewellyn Park in Orange, New Jersey: 1859 (Reps, 
The MakinR of Urhan America, 1965). 
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think that Burnham, along with other refonners of the period. was tl)'ing to civilize the 

Jeffersonian landscape - to reconcile the grid and the garden by employing the cosmic 

geometl)' of the Baroque. 

The urban refonners of the 19th centul)' believed that urban grow:h was "oincidcnt 

with nature. This was a uniquely American societal goal with moral and spiritual 

implications. The growth of the suburbs and the Parks and Cities Beauliful Movt:l1lenls 

was evidence of their attempt to address the changing nature of the Arcadian MetroIX)lis. 

"Not only in park planning and suburban development did the urban-pastontl impulse ma kt., 

itself fell. It also infused its idealism into the urban reform of the Progressive Ent. 

particularly in the emphasis on improving the city. ifS 1 The clvic pnde that had captured a 

nation at the tum of the centul)' was no less th an an attempt to redress the Arcadian vision 

at a lime when urbanity and civility were on the brink of decline. foreshadowel1 in Colc's 

allegorical paintings. Thal pride was rooted in the vel)' ideals that had played a promincnt 

role in the earliest settlement patterns of Massachusetts Bay onward. The Arcadian vision 

was able to reconcile the conflicting ideologies of urban growth and the myth of the garden. 

"a faith in progressive development and a commitment to an unchanging ordcr."S::' 
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Figure 2.19. the suburban vision for America by Olmsted,Vaux and Company (Fishman, 
BottrReo;s Utopim: The Ri.\t! und Full ofSuhurhiu. 1987). 
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Figures 2.20a,b. Consummation of the Empire and the Columbia Exhibition -
foreshadowing a less than prosperous future (Powell, Thomas Cole, 1990; (Newton, 
Design on the tand, 1971). 
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Figure 2.21. The Burham plan for San Franscisco. 1905 - urban refonn with nature 
(Reps. Tht.' Making of Urhan America. 1965). 
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CHAPTER THREE 

FLIGHT FROM ARCADIA: AMERICAN lfRBANISM TO THE LATE 
TWENTIETH CENTlJRY 

or Towns and Suburhs Ebenezer Howard's L(.'~nl'y 

The next moming as 1 wcnt up to the City frorn Stamford Hill. 1 reallllxl. as m'ver 
before, the splendid posslbilities of a ncw clvlhzatlon based on servlcc to the 
community and not on self-interesl. al present the domInant motive. Then 1 
detennined to take such part as 1 could, however sm ail Il mlghl he. 111 helpmg 10 

bring a new civilizatiOn into being. 1 

EbenCLcr Howard 

The Garden City Movemcnt embraced thc ncwly discovcrcd social<.·on~CI(lllSnC~~ 

of the laie 19th century in reaction to the stifling forces of industnalil.ation The movcmcnl 

sought to define a new economic. political and philosophical order. and corre<,pondlllgly. 

to define an ideal urban fonn for an industrial soclcty. Ebcnc7er Howard"- concepl ollhe 

Garden City was tirst published in To-Morrow: A Pew eful ParI! r(} Refmm (IX9X) alld re

issued with minor changes as Garden Cirie\ (1To-morrow. The tex.l, fucled hy Ihe 

sociahst/reforrnlst ideas of James Silk Buckingham. Edward Gihhon Wakcfidd alld Rolwrt 

Owens, was also a summary of his self-discovered convictions.:' Howard wa~ mflUt.'n<,'ed 

in his early adulthood by visits to Amcrica. Thcrc hc gaincd a wlder olltlook 011 Ihe 

religious and social questions facmg industrial society, III part lhrollgh hl~ as<,ol.·wllon wllh 

the Quakers. Dugald MacFadyen suggcsted ln a biographlcal sketch titled. Str Ehem'-:er 

Howard and the New Town Pfanninp, Movement (1975), Ihat Howard wa., "Amcncallll.cd" 

to a great extent in the tradition of Emerson and Whitman. ~ While VI<;ltlllg III America, 

Howard read Edward Bellamy's LO(lktn~ 8ackward (18H8). 111 whlch the author de<;crihed 

the whole of America organized on co-operatlve pnnclple<; Hy h .... own adm .... <,HlII, 

Howard was profoundly influenced by Bcllamy, particularly III Ihe context of hl<; AllIcncan 

experience. Buckingham's NaTtmwl Evi/\ and Pmetiwl RemedU!\ ( 1 M9) al.,o IfIfluent'Cd 

Howard's Garden City in which Buckmgham had propo,>cd a modcl commumty hy the 

integration of agriculture and industry and the Introducllon of financlal eqlllty for il~ 

inhabitants. 4 Although diagramrnatic, the Garden City re<;ernhlcd Ledoux\ plan for Chaux 

and, more accurately. Robert Owen',> plan for Pemberton 

Howard believed in the benefits of the city as wcll a<; tho<,c of the country, and .hat 

these benefits could be joined in a new vision of urbamty (Fig 1). Hc <;aw a "Town 

magnet" which drew people to the city for employment, culture and SOCial advanccmcnt and 



i«(e~9~}~ 
WHERE WILL THEY GO? 

THE THREE MAG NETS 

Figure 3.1. Howard's synthetic view of nature and urbanity (Howard, Garden Ciries of 
To-morrow. cd. FJ. Osborn. 118981 1%5). 
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a "Country magnet" which drew people to the countf) for the rc~toring propcrtH.'S of 

nature. Howard suggested that these cOl~ld he combint'd.1s a ''Town-Country magnct". 

"But neither the Town magnet nor the lountl) magne! rl'prCSt'nl~ Ihe full pl,\1I ,11,,1 purpO<"l' 

of nature, Human society and the beauty of nalure are 1lI1'ant to lx' l'njoYl'd Illgl'tl1l'r 'l'Ill' 

two rnagnets must be made one. ft: HI<; propo"al for. "a marnagc bt'l\\'l'cn 10\\ n ,\!Id 

country," posi ted a synthcllc vic", of natufC and hllllMlllly ,n "nc\\ urhan -rm';..1 "\ nlhe", 

(Figs.2a,b) ft also ernhraced the Chnstlan Idcab fïrst madt' t'Vident b) 11lt.' Punl,ln" III tl1l'lr 

quest to cstablish a New Jcrusalcm sOllle three centllne~ carl 1er SlIlllldrly for Iloward. tlll' 

city was an irnagined ideal. yet to be eslahlr~hed. The clly wa<; "Ihe ~yll1hol of <"Ul·,('I~ 01 

mutual help and fnendly co-operation ... bctwcen man and Illan" The country W,I\ ail 

Edenic garden from whlch humamty drew ItS <;llstenance Il wa" "tht' "ymhul 01 (;od', 

love and ca .. e for man. Ali that wc are and ail that wc have come" l'rom It "t 

Still, Howard did not have a simplI ... tic vlew of the world He llndt·r .... tO(ld. :1' .. 1)(',1 

as reason could asscrt, that humanity was part of the greatcr wholc of nalun.' HlIlIlallIly 

would therefore he served hcst by actmg on ecological pnnciple" 1 .('WI" MUIllIord 

suggested in The Clf\' in lIi\tory : 

[Howard [ brought to the city the essential oiologrcal cnlena of dynalllic l'qlllhbnlllll 
and organic balance: balance as betwecn city and country 111 a larger ecologlcal 
pattern, and bal an cc between the vancd functlOns of thc clly: abovc 4111. balancc 
through the positive control of growth 111 the hmltalion \11 area, nUfllocr, and dcn"'IIY 
of occupation, and Ihe pmctice of reproductIOn (coloOl/atlOn) whcn the commuflIty 
was threatened by ~llch an undue incrca~e in Sile as would lead to I.,p<.,c 01 
function. ï 

The Gardcn City incorpomted the organic concept of thc mherent "fmh or growlh lor an 

organism or organization. As such, it was lunited in land arca and nlllllber of IfIhabllan ..... , 

orgamzcd to accommodate ail ciVIl' and urban function<; inc\uding ad 111 1111 <,t rat 1011, IIIdll .... lry, 

business, education, religlou~ m<;tltutlon<; and the production of food ï () fllrtlll'r l·xpre<.,<, 

the "marriage of town and country" he 1 nc\uded pri vate gardclI" and pllbllc open "pan· .... 

linked to a 'illIToundlllg agricultural and natuml "grccnhelt" The grccnbelt ,crvcd 10 

provide a healthy cnVlfonment, to hnng vlsual cohcre'lœ and Idenllly 10 th(' towlI, a ... wcll 

as to separate the Garden City fwm adjacent town,>. The Garden City wa" con"'ldered to hc 

a self-sllstaming commumty 111 which thc wclfarc of the mhabltanl<, wa" depcndcnl 011 the 

environment of whlch they were a part ln thl" contexl, Howard wa", very concerned aholll 

the social welfare of ail, bclicvmg that to rcalllc '\ocletal rcform, one ... hollid he aftorded Ihe 

opportunily to commune both with nature and with onc's fcllow . 
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White the plan for Howard's Garden City was never more than a conceplual 

diagram, the programmatic content for his self-sustaining community served as the basis 

for the ideal town in the New Town movement. Many English new towns including 

Letchworth (1904) and Welwyn (1908) by Parker and Unwin (Ftgs.3a.b), followed the 

Garden City program explicitly. Others. such as Sunnyside Gardens (1926) and Radbum 

(1928) in America, designed by Stein and Wright, only partially addressed Howard's 

agenda, Needless to say, the influence of Howard's Garden City on urban seUlement 

patterns in Europe and in America was unprecedented. 

Mumford believed that the influence of Howard's proposallay in the faet that 

Howard never promoted a specific image of the city or a particular planning approilch, 

which made the idea inherently flexible: 

The specific forrns of such a city would be a resultant of the landscape and the 
climate, the industries and the technological facilities available. and ahove ail, the 
arts of the builders and the inhabitants: as for the ideal elements, he expressed thcm 
almost as mathematical abstractions. ô 

Ebenezer Howard's Garden City was a synthesis of ail the best the city could offer 

and the country could provide. It was a synthesis of over two millennia of social, 

economic. political, environmental and town-planning thought as the Western world 

embraced the 20th century. Above ail, the Garden City provided a synthetie view of nature 

and urbanity, and helped to further the notion of the Arcadian vision through the 20lh 

century. 

The Radburn IdeB 

Clarence Stein, having returned from Britain as a disciple of Ebcne1.cr How;trd and 

Raymond Unwin, set out to design a Garden City outside of New York City in 1923. 

Convinced of the concept, he put for'Ward a design for a city of 25,000 inhahitants on one 

square mile of land with the financial support of the developer, Alexander M. Ring. 

(Figs.4a,b,c). Post World War 1 economics never allowed the plan to matcriali7.c hut 

Howard's ideas, as weil as those of the New Towns Movement, were emhraccd hy a 

newly formed group called the Regional Planning Association of America. The RPAA wa~ 

established in the early 1920s to address the future welfare of the city and the country. 

Members inc\uded Lewis Mumford, Clarence Stein, Henry Wright, Henton Mackayc. 

Catherine Bauer Wurster, Edith Elmer Wood, Alexander Bing, Stuart Chase, Frederick 

Ackerrnan and Clarence Perry. They believed that the Garden City concept could work and 
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Figures 3_~a,b. The Garden City made manifest at Letchworth - the agricultural bell and 
the town square (MacFadyen, Sir Ebene:.er Howard and the New Town Planning 
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they gave it their support, with the tinancial help of Bing, by establishing the City Housing 

Corporation.9 

The tirst project designed by Stein and Wright and built by the CHC was 

Sunnyside Gardens in New York City (1926). It incorporated a nllmher of signiticant 

planning and design ideas made evident in the early Garden Cities in England (Figs.s<l,b). 

Among these was the need to incorporate and preserve open spaces "for recreation, for 

light, for healthfulliving, and for more spacious and beautiful living." 1 Ü Stein and Wright 

incorporated Raymond Unwin's idea of "nothing gained by overcrowding" and were "bic 

to achieve reasonable urban densities without sacrificing open space. As a result. the 

automobile was given marginal status and garages werc b,lilt along the edges of the 

development. A goal of the C.H.C. was to create commllnities for people with differcnt 

socio-economic backgrounds. Another goal was to create cost-efficient planning and 

design strategies for middle and lower income people. Sunnyside Gardens thus hecamc a 

laboratory in which to work out better housing and block plans as weil as ncw constmction 

techniques. 

Sorne of the lessons leamed in Sunnyside Gardens werc applied al Radbum, New 

Jersey, the second project undertaken by Stein and Wright. The "Radhurn Idea", a!- il 

became known, was based on the idea of promoting a park-like setting for a rcsidential 

community and, in so doing, eliminate automobile traffic from the public realm. (In 1928 

there were 21,308,159 automobiles registered as compared with 5 in 18(5).11 To achieve 

both objectives, automobile and pedestrian routes were separatcd. Individual ulllls werc 

accessed from service lanes to the back and roadways to the fronl were eliminated 

altogether. (nstead, the roadway areas became "parkways" which were joined through the 

development. To further increase the open space needs, the housing unit <; wcre grollpcd 

and clustered into "superblock" arrangements. Radbum was an carly attcmpl to rcconcilc 

the perceived need for open space for its inhabitants, provide space for the aulomohile and 

create a sense of community in ils configuration (Figs.6). In those respects, il was 

successful. Unlike the Greenbelt Towns lhal followed, Radbum fcll fundamentally short 

of being a Garden City in that il was unable to provide a greenbclt or providc an cconomic 

base to sustain its inhabitants. In addition, with the Depression that followed its inception, 

Radbum was never completeà. When development did resurne, the Radbum plan was 

abandoned and replaced by conventional suburban developmcnt, particularly in the post

war cra (Figs.7a,b). 

Carol Christcnscn suggcsted in The American Garden City and the New Town.\· 

Movement that Radbum typitied American attitudes and values as these relatcd to the 

settlement patterns of the carly 20th century: 
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In any plan what is omitted speaks as profoundly as what is includcd. 80th rc\'cal 
fundamental values and conceptions of reality. So it is with Radburn. In the 
absence of political institutions. coupled with the prominence given physical nature. 
we see the arcadian premises underlying the "Radburn Idea". The city's center has 
always spoken to what a civilization has most valued. The temple. the palace. the 
court, the market, the bank, and the skyscraper are symbols of the culture in which 
they appeared. In Radburn this sacred place is held by no human artlfact. hut hy 
physical nature. 12 

American efforts to realize the Garden City concept were intlucnct.d hy 19th

century refonners as weil as by a long-standing distrust for the city and a s'rong hclicf in 

the benefits of nature. Indeed, nature was seen as the basis upon which ~o huild lhese new 

communities. Consequently, the American version of the Garden City movcmenl. and the 

new towns that emerged from this renewed impetus. resulted in new towns that dlfninished 

the importance of the social and pol itical institutions that characteri zed Howard's Garden 

City ideal. Instead, these "natural communities" emphasized the individuaI. the féllnily. and 

nature. Social interaction, was based on the interaction of like-minded individllals in a 

setting lhat incorporated an abundance of nature in the form of gardcns. open spaccs. fields 

and forests. The Greenbelt Towns were, in part, an attempt to rcdress that situation with 

varying degrees of success. 

The Greenback Program 

The Greenbelt Towns buitt during the Depression in the 1 93 Os most c10sely 

resembled Ebenezer Howard's Garden City concept. For this reason alonc they arc more 

significant then other towns and suburbs built during the early 20th century. These towns 

expressed the Arcadian vision for nature and for community already made eVldenl in 

suburban developments such as Riverside, Chicago and Forest Hills, I,ong Island (Fig.8). 

The Greenbelt Towns were noteworthy experiments in social and econo:n:c reform, a daim 

many olher projects could not make at the time. 

The Greenbelt Towns were undertaken as public works under President F-ranklin 

Roosevelt's "New Deal". In 1935, Roosevelt combined a number of agricultural and 

conservation programs into a new agency, the Resettlement Administration. It was headed 

by Rexford Guy Tugwell. a long-standing proponent of Howard's Garden City ideals. 

Within this agency, he set up a division called the Suburban Resettlement program. Under 

this jurisdiction he brought in a team of architects. landscape architects and planners whom 

he paired up and assigned the design offour new greenbelt towns (originally ninctccn wcre 

to he planned).13 These included Greenbelt near Washington D.C., Greendale near 
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Milwaukee, Strong Greenhills near Cincinnati and Greeilbrook near Bound Brook. which 

was never built. They were designed to accommodate lower income familics. Vet unlikc 

most low income housing which was going up through urban America. thcsc communitics 

provided residency as weil as a form of citizenship to a communily with ail of the attendant 

political privileges. 

The planners of the Greenbelt Towns sought to restore a fonn of conlltlunity life 

predating the industrial era in America. Their idea of the pre-induc;trial villagt.' (or town) 

was to serve as a model for their planning strategy in the Greenbclt Towns (Fig.9). The 

pre-industrial village was compact and Iimited in size by the distance a pcrson t.'(lUld wall. 

The village typically was built around a town centre with a "common" for ci vic. religions 

and commercial uses. The surrounding topography determined ils disposition and form. 

The Greenbelt Towns incorporated rapid transit systems to serve thcse towns and were 

designed to accommodate the automobile as weil. Greendale, more than the olhers, 

resembled the early American village with its colonial architecture, free-standing houscs 

and fenced yards. The other greenbelt towns incorporated higher denslty honsmg types. 

including the rowhouse type and the terraced garden apartmenl type. l ,1 

Greenbelt was to become the most intluential example becausc of its proximity to 

Washington. D.C.. The govemment acquired sorne 2000 acres of land for the town and 

set aside an additional 5<XX) acres for a greenbelt. Greenbelt was bcaulifully sltnated arnid a 

woodland setting and adjacent to a lake. The wood lands were retained whcre possiblc and 

became part of the town aesthetic. The town was located centrally on a long crescent

shaped plateau (Fig. IDa). The town was divided into five superblocks, in the Radhum 

tradition, by a series of concentric roads leading to the town centre. The town t'cntre was 

the heart of the community and included several shops, a supermarket, a bank, post office, 

theatre, auto service, municipal service and police and fire station (Fig. JOh). Adjacent to 

the centre and located in green open spaces, werc the swimming pool, hbmry and 

community school. A pedestrian system linked ail the eommunity facilities and the 

residential areas. The superblocks were eomposed largely of rowhouses lhat fronted onto a 

common green and had limited aeeess by automobile. Eaeh residcntlal unit had a private 

garden and access to the park spaces but unlike other greenbcll towns laeked a largc central 

open spaee. 1:' ln many respects, Greenbelt was representative of Howard's "Town

Country magnet", including its actual shape, in that it loosely met the acccptcd definition of 

a Garden Ci ty: 
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A garden city is a town planned for industry and healthy living, of a SilC that mall'!. 
possible a full measure of social life, but no larger. surrounded by a permant"nt 
rural belt. the whole of the land being in pubhc ownershlp. or hc\d in trust for the 
community. 1 6 

In terros of industry, Greenbelt had liule and most of its inhahltants had to tnt\'cl to 

work by automobile or by transit. In terros of healthy living, the natural setting \\ as musl 

favourable. Many of the amenities the town providedwere within walking distan('c and 

helped to provide a good social setting for community interaction. llnfortunatc\y. 

Greenbelt, like the other new towns, was eventually transfonned due to the IIIcxtri('ahle 

forces of suburban growth. In 1941, only four ycars after ils complction, 1000 additional 

dwelling units were 'tacked on' to Greenbelt to accommodate a growing hOllsing shortage 

for "defence housing". 

The pressures of development in the post-war cra led to the demisl' of the 

surrounding greenbelt lands. Eventually, the Greenbelt Towns wcre to change hands from 

public to private ownership and in so doing, lost the levcls of carc and maintcnance to 

which these communities had become accllstomed .17 Still. the Grecnhclt Town~ retaincd 

thei r character to the extent that they are discemible as testaments to the Arcadlan vIsion. 

John Nolen's Contribution 

John Nolen's influence on new town and community design in America cmmol go 

unstated, His work was conceived and realized through the carly 20th ccntllry to World 

War II and, in many ways. was built on the work of Howard and the New Town!. 

Movement. A self described "town and city planner" and pioncer in modem Amencan 

planning, Nolen designed and built numerous new towns and communities throllghotlt the 

United States: 

Nolen championed planning based on the close observation and fllndamental 
respect for human and natural conditions. needs and potcntial mslcad of on ahstract, 
mechanical or egottstic concepts .... Above ail. he was the profeSSIOns prime 
advocate and practittoner of comprehensively planned developmcnt based on social, 
economic, political, environmenta;, aesthetic and reglonal consideratIOns. 1 rj 

Clearly, Nolen's contribution to American urbanism was signifieant and his daim to 

greatness lay in his vision of humanity's dctermined place on the landscapc. His vIsion 

was very much an Arcadian vision, endeavouring to promotc a balance bctwecn the 

evolving needs of society and of nature . 



Figures 3.7a.b. Radbum in 1940 and today - from the pastoral to the suburban (Stein, 
Toward New TOWmî for America. 1957 and; Rowe. Makinf.: the Middle Landscape. 1991). 
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Nolen's Aorida new towns exemplified his planning and design intentions. Of 

these, C1ewiston and Venice were particularly noteworthy. Clewiston was originally 

planned in the 1920s for a private dr'!veloper with govemmcntal support hut remained. likl' 

so many other new towns and communities in America. a privale undcrtal..lIlg (Flgs lla.h) 

The notion of creating new towns for seulement seemed cntirely jllstified III Nolcn's mmd. 

Typically, these ncw towns addressed three primaI)' goals: "f-trsllo provldc habitat III areas 

newly opened for seulement: second, to meet modem requircments ,lIld standards and 

thirdly, to limit the size of cities sa lhat they don't outstrip human capacily tll orgalll/c and 

govern".19 

Clewiston, planned for IO,()(X) in habitants, incorvoratcd ccntraliLcd commercial ami 

civic areas and compact and well-defined residential ncighbourhoods wllh a varil'IY of 

housing types. The street and open space network had a baroque geomelry overlaid on a 

grid, appropriate III scale to a small town. Becausc of its watcrfront location. the civil' 

space extended to a public walerfront. C1ewislon also had distincllown hOllndanes and 

was surrounded by an agricultural hello A hlghway proJecl and a canal wcrc propo\cd 10 

ensure economic stability, evcn in difficult tlmes. Thc plan for C1cwlslon was clllIMdcrcd 

significant, in that It sought 10 cstabhsh an environmcntal fit wllh the sUITollnding 

landscape while providing a balanced economic and social infraslructurc. The plall for 

Clewiston was added to in 1929 and 1936 but retained its morphologlcal consislcncy.:'11 

The Nolen plan for Venicc, on the Gulf Coast. was anolhcr succeo;sfulncw lown 

planned during the 1920s. Venicc was a part of a 30,(X)() acre land sale 10 the Hrolherh<x)d 

of Locomotive Engineers and was originally planncd as a retiremenl commlllllly wlth (\ 

focus on recreational opportunities, Nolen also incorporatcd a regional plan which 

included a regional centre for agnculture and industrial enterprise.·-: 1 ln effecl. Nolen made 

two plans, one of the new town and one of the region Il was a part of (Flgs.12a.h). Hy 

searching for a fit hetween the needs of the inhabltants and their cnvironmcnl, he ~I()()d 

apart from most others of his day. Like Howard's ideas, Nolcn's CIVIC dC'iign\ wcrc a 

synthesis of many !.>ignificant planning and design ideas that !>ollghl to rcflcct an lIrhllJl

pastor.l: tradition that had already been establishcd in American urbanism for somc Iwo 

centuries. 

Families in Space 

As il turned out under the impact of the present religion and myth of the machine, 
mass Suburbia has done away with mo!>t of the freedoms and dclights thal the 
original disciples of Rousseau sought to find through their exodus from the city. 
Instead of centering attention on the child in the garden, we now have the 1 mage of 
'Families in Space',22 

Lewis Mumford 
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Figure 3.8. Forest Hills Gardens and the suburban-pastoral, 1923 (Newton, Design on 
the Land. 1971). 
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Railroad suburbs and Garden Cities aside, the Arcadlan vision was made manife~t 

most tellingly in the automobile suburbs which began their assault on thc Amcm,'an 

landscape from the ]920s onward (Fig.13). Suburban growth or urban dCl'entralt/alton 

began during the post World War 1 penod, lastmg to the Depression ycars Wltlt a n.'l'ontl'd 

1 million housmg starts in 1925.=::: No longer limlted by dlstanœs estahlt"hl'd hy thl' 

railroad stop, the horse and caniage or the pedestrian, cornmunittcs lX'gan 10 "prl',u.t al'nN. 

the countryside at an unprecedented rate. The suburbs, more than a l'cntur} old. lX'l'allll' 

the" Arcadia for the masses", in no sm ail part becausc of the automobllt,' and thl' 

advancements made III technology. Following the Great DepressIOn and World War Il 

another period of suburban growth took place. During th~ \950", this growlh w .... 

unprecedented, both in scope and in scale. "As central cities stagnatcd or dl'l'IlIwd III both 

population and industry. growth was channeled almost cxcluslvcly 10 lhe pcnphl'ne~. 

Between 19.50 and 1970 American central cities grew hy 10 million pcopll-,Iltclr '\uhurb ... 

by 85 miltion."24 

Among the man y suburbs planned during this period, thosc planncd and huilt hy 

Levitt and Sons, known as "Lcvittowns", were to becomc a ctasslc suhurhan protot Y Pl' 

(Fig.14a). The typical Levitt house, a modified Cape Cod bungalow, hel'a!lll' the da""H,' 

suburban home for domec;tlc-minded familics. The Lcvittown commllnitics Imill on l ,.on!!, 

Island, New York; in Bucks County, Pennsylvama; and Burlinglon County, New .Il'N'Y 

were examples of the Garden City idea at its merccnary extreme. 1 ..cVlltown, New York 

(1947), was originally planned to provide hOllsing for retllming vctcran ... , hut thl' dCllland 

gencrated by a growing middle-c1ass set on home ownership wa~ "0 great, thal tlu' planllcd 

2000 dwelling unit community grew to 15,000 III a lown of 60,000 Wig.14h). The 

technology of mass-productlon and standardlzation of componcnls adv'lJlccd hy l..cvlll and 

Sons allowed individual dwelhng unit costs to be drastically rcdllccd.' ,') The hou ... e a" a 

commodity, wlthin reach ofmost potentlal home buyers, became a realily III tht, 19.')0., 

Houses were now affordable, thanks to the ploneenng effort~ of Almtham !.CVltt, iloIlo 

mention the G.I. Bill and the Federal Housing Associalton homc-owncr<,hlp prograrm; 

hence the expression "more house for the money " 

The popularity of Levlttown was captured in the word~ of one potcnllal l,evl!lowner 

when he remarked that, "l'd work like a dog for the rest of my life If only 1 cOllld live 

here."::'6 And while this commllOlty grew wlthout a ma~ter plan, It wa<, more thall a 

housing project. The hou ses were grouped around "village greens" which mduded 'ihops 

and recreational amcnities. ProviSion was also made for 'ichool'i and chllrchc<, 

The Levittowns that followcd wcrc based on a planncd commulllty called l-<trldia, 

which was never bui1t because of the Korean War. ft was designcd by Alfred S. l..cvitt 



figure 3.9. Cambridge. Massachusetts as typological precedent (Fries.The Urban Idea in 
Colonial America, 1C177). 
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who, as an architect, was greatly influenced by the RPAA and Oarence Stcin's work . 

Landia was a planned community for 6,500 inhabitants on one square mile of land. The 

program inc1uded not only residential, but commercial. industrial. educational. and 

recreational facilities. Moreover. Levitt was able to include many of the ideas thal had becn 

established in Radbum, in the Greenbelt Towns. and other related projects. Thc 

"Neighborhood Unit" plan advanced by Thomas Perry was incorporated as the basic unit 

of measurement to detennine the size and spatial arrangement of the community:'~ lA1ndia 

was more a community than a housing project. howevcr. the fact that it was never built in 

the postwar era was evidence of the changing nature of the suburbs. 

Today, the Levittowns appear to be well-considered in tenDS of providing 

communities in nature. Their significance was not in their design. as much as lhat thl'Y 

provided many lower-income families the opportunity to own a home in the slIbllrbs and 10 

commune with nature. The Levittowns made the suburbs accessible to the masses, a trend 

that has continued to the present day. The Levittowns could be considered to reprcscnt the 

end of a suburban tradition beginning in America in the mid 1 9th century. The suhurhan 

expansion from the 1950s onward certainly signalled a new fonn of seulement. rcferrcd tu 

today as 'Suburbia.' The Jeffersonian dream of the "green Republic" was to become most 

tangible during this period. as a national goal but not as envisioned by Jefferson. He had 

intended that the power associated with cities would shift to the country as a symbolic 

expression of the democratic ideal, of rural virtue and of America's unique place in nature's 

garden. To imagine that this power would eventllally shift from the city 10 subllrhia wOlild 

have been as confounding to Jefferson in the 18th-century as it has been for many people 

today. 

A Garden for People to Grow ln 

After the Greenbelt Towns program ran its course in the 1930~. no major ncw 

towns were attempted until govemmental support was given in lhe early 1960s. In the 

Interim, America continued its fascination wilh the suburbs. ft had bccome evident thal 

post-war suburban growth was creating problems and placing grcat stress on metropolitan 

regions in many unforeseen ways. "Growth had become a giant machine opcrating oui of 

control, creating endless expanses of development that forccloscd forcvcr the original 

vision of a community of homes set in a verdant environment. "ÎrJ ln rcsponsc to thcse 

growing problems, the United States Congress passed the New Communitics Act (l96R). 

It outlined the means by which the private sector could receivc loan guarantecs of twcnty 

or more million dollars to build new towns if they met certain criteria. Among the mosl 

important were: 
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Figures 3. 1 Da.h. Greenbelt, Maryland by Stein et al- Cambridge reconsidered (Stein, 
Toward New Town.\" for America. 1957). 
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(a) A new community must include most, if not ail. of the basic activities nonnally 
associated with a city or town: housing, education. cultural facilities. commerce. 
transportation, industry and recreation. 
(b) It must combine these varying activities in a balanced and harmonious whole. 
with a view to creating an environment that is an attmctive place to live. work and 
shop. 
(c) Il must have a favoumble impact upon the growth and development of the area 
within which it is located in terms of conserving land. minimizing transportation 
problems, extending the range of housing choices for ail who live or in the future 
may live in the area, promoting needed economic development. and creating new 
job opportunities. 
(d) Il must be designed for the fullest possible mnge of people and families of 
different compositions and incomes and must be open to members of ail national. 
ethnie and racial groups. 29 

New towns buitt with the support of the NCA included Reston. Virginia: 

Columbia, Maryland; Lake Havasu Cit), Arizona; and Irvine Ranch. Califomia. Of thesc. 

Columbia most closely resembled Howard's Garden City ideals. Il was largcly the idea of 

James Rouse, who together with Connecticut General Life Insumnce, crcated a 

contemporary alternative to the ubiquitous suburban spmwl that was inereasingly changing 

the face of urban America. Rouse's philosophical orientation. as weil as the ideas that 

s:laped Columbia, were inspired by Clarence Stein and members of the RPAA.3 0 He 

shared the Arcadian vision that proximity to nature was beneficial for moral characler and in 

fact, it depended on it. He sought to provide an alternative to the tmditional city while 

retaining and expressing the values of contempomry society in a naluml sctting. 

Beginning in the 1950s, a sizable literature was produced in which Suburhia was 

increasingly criticized. Books such as David Riesman's The umely Crowd (19.50) and 

William Whyte's The Organi:.ation Man (1956) typified the academic assault. People who 

lived in the post-war suburbs were depicted as confonnist, shallow, malerialistic and 

socially bankrupt. Claims of personal confonnity and monotony exlended to the suburban 

landscape jtself, not only to the residential environments but to the commercial 

establishments as weil) 1 Collectively, "suburban sprawl" was considcred to he as bad as 

"urban siums" were at the turn-of-thc-ccntury. Long-standing anti-urhan sentiments were 

being replaced with anti-suburban sentiments. By the late 1960s. anti-suburhan sentiments 

became nothing short of an ideology, reinforced by the work of social scicntists, 

economists and environmentalists who collectively spoke of Suburbia's failings. 

Rouse wanted to create an alternative both to the city and Suhurbia. Columbia was 

to be the alternative to a "despoiled Eden" by combining "the oost of hoth worlds". as 

Ebenezer Howard would say. Columbia was, in Rouse's mind, America's great 

opportunity to re-create the Arcadian vision. Rouse's planning philosophy endeavoured to 
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Figures 3.11 a.b. Clèwiston. Aorida by John Nolen, 1925 and today (Lejeune, The New 
Ci',,, 1(91). 
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address social issues vis-a-vis an Arcadian setting. One of his goals was "to provide the 

best possible environment for the growth of people. ft This was only possible in the context 

of a nurturing community. The large urban centres and the endless suburbs cOllld not help 

the individual grow. Both individualism and autonomy were associatcd with nature. with 

rural settings and with small towns - neither the city nor the suburb providcd thcsc rights. 

Columbia was planned accordingly. Rouse suggested: 

People grow be.it in small cnmmunities where the institutions. which arc the 
dominant forces in our lives, are within the scale of thelT comprehension and within 
reach of their sense of responsibility and capacity to manage. A broader range of 
friendships and relationships OCCUTS in a village or sm ail town th an in a city: then' is 
a greater sense of responsibility for one's neighbor and a greater sense of support 
of one's fellow man. 1 believe that self-reliance is promoted. that relationship to 
nature - to the out of dOOTS - to the freer forms of recreation and human aellvlty IS 

encouraged in a small community. 32 

He was able to assemble over 14,000 acres of land to build a city in which nature 

would play a dominant role both visually and physieally. The city ilself was sel inlo 

nature, subordinating ils functions to allow physical nature to he the primaly form makcr. 

"Choiee locations for various aetivities such as schools, industry, low and high-dcnsity 

housing and lake sites were virtually dictated by the land and the erilieal cconomics of 

'proper usage', that is, in harmony with nature."33 By design, the housing was clustercd 

to form internai parks whieh were linked through the eommunity with formai and informai 

open spaces (Figs.1 5a,b). Artificiallakes, golf courses and other recreationallandscapcs, 

such as a hunting preserve, were also integrated into the city. Ovcr 2.100 acres of forcstcd 

land were dedicated as permanent open spaee whilc downtown Columbia was sUIToundcd 

by a 40 acre oak forest and a 32 acre lake. 

Columbia has been considered by many to he a rcmarkablc achicvclllcnl. It~ 

success has not come about without certain short-comings. Instcad of crcating a nllxcd 

community comprised of people wilh varying !>ocio-economic and racial backgrounds. 

Columbia attracted upwardly-mobile and educatcd people. This was bccausc the mdu<;trial 

activity that was created for Columbia depended primarily on high-Iechnology field .... As a 

result, Columbia has become one of the most educated. amuent, and Icisurcd communitics 

in America today.3 4 
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III Suburbia's Visionaries 

Patterns of urban and suburban growth during the 20th century owe much to the 

ideas developed through the Garden Cities Movement as it was interpretcd in AmcrÏl'a. 

Ebenezer Howard had a tremendous influence on the planning and design of rnany 

comrnunities, whether garden suburbs or complete new towns. The influence of Frank 

Lloyd Wright and his European counterpart, Le Corbusier, has nol been considcrcd in the 

same light. The growth of suburbia, or more accurately, the process of urban 

decentralization (associated today with the "edge city", "techno-burb" .and "perirnetcr

centre"), was given new impetus in the urban visions of Wright and Le Corbusier. Thcir 

visions were entirely different, the one responding to a uniquely American heritage.the 

other responding to the needs of western society. 80th visions helped to creatc the 

conternporary suburban landscape in America - a combination of deccntraliled urbanity and 

towers in the open landscape. Their visions were Arcadian, in that both architects creatcd 

cities in which nature played a dominant role and social harmony betwecn people was 

corequisite to a new urban order. Like Howard, both men believed in the redcrnptive 

power of nature as weil as the technological advancements of the early 20th ccntury, as a 

means of transfonning society They also believed that a balance could he struck betwecn 

the country and the city - to promote individual freedom, to enjoy nature and to live in 

harmony with nature and humanity. 

F.L. W's Organic Grid City 

Try to live ... deep in nature. Be native as trees to the wood. as grass to the fl(x)r 
of the valley. Only then can the democratic spirit of man, individual. rise out of the 
confusion of communallife in the city to a creative civilization on the ground. )~) 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Wright proposed a vision for a city without a centre in which every individual wa~ 

given a home and a piece of land measuring no less than an acre. Callcd Rroadacre City. it 

represented, in Wright's mind. the salvation to urbanity.(Fig.16a) Urban dccentrali7.ation 

was the guiding concept for Wright's 8roadacrc City. He believed that the city was not a 

healthy place to live - that it was as obsolete as the horsc and carriagc. The automobile 

offered possibilities for creating new communitics bascd on an cntirely diffcrcnt measurc of 

the city. In the traditional town. distance was measured by how far a pcrson could wal,... in 

fifteen minutes. In Wright's proposaI, the distance travelled by an automobile at sixt Y 
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Figure 3.13. Mechanizàtion takes command of the landscape in postwar America (Rowe, 

M(lkin.~ the Middle Land.'1cape, 1991). 
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miles per hour in fifteen minutes became the measure for the new city. With the help of the 

automobile, time and space took on another dimension by which to measure urbanity. 

Wright believed strongly in the Jeffersonian democratic ideal. The "National 

Survey", which was realized in Jefferson's time, served as the symbolic and physicallinl 

for Wright's vision of the democratic city. These men held similar views on the negative 

impacts of urbanity on Ameriean society and the positive effeets that physical nature, i.e. 

the land, could have on society. Their views were almost two centuries apart. As Rohert 

Fishman suggested in Urban Utopia.'t in the Twentieth Cenlury (1977): 

Wright's essential insight was that decentralization, if taken to Its logical cxtrclllC, 
c,'ould create the material conditions for a nation of independent farmers .lnd 
proprietors. If properly planned, cities could spread across the countryside and 
still not loose their cohesion or efficiency. The diffusion of population would creHtc 
conditions for the universal ownership of land. The world of concentrated wealth 
and power would be replaced by one in which the means of productIon would he 
widely held. The most advanced technology thus pointed the way for a rcvival of 
the democratic hopes of the eighteenth-century: Edison and f'ord would rcsurreet 
Jefferson .... Broadacre City was thus a juxtaposition of the past and the future: the 
ideal of Jeffersonian democracy given new meaning in terms of the technology of 
the future,36 

Socially, Wright believed that land ownership was the kcy to creating a just society. 

Each person should he entitled to whatever land was needed for his or her cnterprisc and 

not more, Wright was a student of Henry George, whose classic Pr(}~re'î\ ami Po vert y 

(1879) had greatly influenced Wright's views on social refonn. He bclieved in an equilahle 

distribution of land that would eliminate poverty and rc~tore the rights of the IIIdividual. 

The land played a critical role in 8roadacre City. Wright coneeived the landscapc as a 

mosaic of homesteads, which would cover the countryslde (Flgs.16b,c). Wright hclieved 

a city could he one hundred miles long without a recogntl.able centre. For hint, the centre 

of 8roadacre City was the homestead itself and the basic unit in society, the farnily. The 

family, as a moml and economie unit, could look after its nel'ds for productIon, education, 

culture and, in so doing, recapture what the Institutions had takcn away. A family-orientcd 

eeonomy would beeome the uni versai norm.37 

Wright's domestic architecture reflected thi~ fundaml'ntal belief in reintcgrating the 

individual with the land. The "Usonian House" was plannl'd and de'iigned tu he an intcgrdl 

part of the environment. With an "open plan" extending to the ~urrounding landscape :md 

centred by the hearth, Wright's hou ses reflected a respect for nature and the individual. 

Beyond the house, the family would be eharged with working the land on thcir homestcad 

in order to establish independence from exploitative elements in society. Through thesc 



Figure 3.14a.b. Levittowners in Levittown - the postwar suburban prototype (Rowe. 
Making the Middle land.w.:llpe. 1991). 
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measures, Wright sought to establish an "organic" society. based on the mmantic ideal of 

achieving a reconciliation between man and nature. "an organic order in which evcry living 

thing has a place and shape ail its own. and yet contributes to the hamlOny of the 

whole."38 

Wright's proposai suggested a decentralization of commercial. industrial. l'ultural 

and civic functions. thet"{~by breaking down the monopolizing cffccls crealed hy plal'illg 

them in proximity to one another. He proposed a variety of activity nodes along the v"st 

grid-iron road system. Gas stations. complete with convenience OUI lets :.md restauranto;, 

were to be provided at most intersections. The roadside market was to he ail imp\lrtallt 

meeting place, where the citizens of Broadacre City wou Id gather to cxchangc goods and 

ideas forged by the new natural economic order. Industry wOlild ht., dcccntralill'd as weil. 

so as not to make too great impact on the landscape. Instead of creating large cultural 

centres, ne sOllght to create commllnity centres. accessible by automohile III the Broadat.'rt.' 

landscape. These centres could include a golf course, a racetrack. a lOO. an aquarium. a 

planetarium, an art gallery, theaters and/or restaurants. As Fishman point!. out. they were 

really entertainment centres where a variety of benign recrcalional activitics could he 

pursued without any political agenda.39 

Wright's proposai for Broadacre City was met critically whcn Il was Pllbhshcd in 

The Di.'iappearinx City (1932). ft was viewed as lItopian and naive, hoth politlcally and 

socially, and somewhat presumptllous:-10 The housing reformer. Catherine Hauer. wrote 

in The Nation (1932), that 8roadacre City was inadeqllatc, primarily becau!.c it wa<; 

utopian and failed to meet the social needs of contemporary society. The concept of rclying 

on the automohile as the "major fonn-maker", only aggravated existing prohlems of 

isolation and fragmentation. "Exchanging slaves ror machines docs not tran<;form a fClIdal 

society into a modem Utopia." 41 Anthony Alofsin summarizcd Baucr's positIOn in 

"8roadacre City", in Center by noting: 

She squarely identified the scheme as utopian and thcreforc inadeqllatc. Thesc 
inadequacies revolved around several premises: lhat the concept wa'i ba ... ed on 
intensive use of the automobile, which did not in fact climmatc factors ot tlmc and 
space; there was much isolation between factones and schools, skyscrapcrs and 
apartment buildmgs; a distinction between rich and JXX)f resident~ would he 
maintained; and the mmimal communal facilities of shopping centre'i and dub .. were 
grouped around the gas station. The result was a fallure to reconcile the 
incompatibility of such values as commumty and solitude, nature and clvilJ/.ation, 
individualliberty and mutual support. The countryside (;ould not he dlvidcd into 
settlements and still be called countrysidc.4L 
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Figure 3.15. Columbia. Maryland by Rouse et al - nature and community reconsidered 
(Christensen. The American Garden City and the New Town. .. Movement, 1986). 
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Among others, Broadacre City was considered visionary. idcalistic and inspircd . 

Wright's vision, was actually more utopian than it was Arcadian and thollgh it WOlS never 

buitt, 8roadacre City served as the ultimate model for slIbllrbia as wc kno\\ it today 

Towers in tht' Gn't'n 

There is a oneness between the works of nature and the works of the human spint."I' 

Le Corbusier 

The Modern Movement intluenced the design of suhurbia in altog,cther different 

ways. With the visionary help of Le Corbusier's "Ville Contcmponllne" ( 1(22) and his 

later "Ville Radieuse" (1935) schemes. the theoretical declaralions for modem architecture 

and urban planning were made evident by the Congress Internationale de Architectllfl' 

Moderne (ClAM). The goal of Le Corbusier's grand plans was dircctcd toward (''fcating a 

new form ofurbanity in concert with a new socialorder. Le Corbusier. unh"-e Wright. had 

no intention oftaking the city to the country, but favollred bring,ing nature to tlIl" ('·Ity. 

His Ville Contemporaine (1922) was designed for sorne three million mhahitanh. 

based on the idea that the traditional city could not accommodate the new social ortler ami 

the advancements made in technology (Figs.17a,b). Commerce and admllll~tralton wOllld 

characterize social output through the efforts of industrial productlOIi. The city WêI ... 

therefore. designed 10 accommodate the admi nistmllve and commercial fundlon .... attlll' 

centre in vertical towers. along with transportatioll and cuttuml faCliities. The 

administrators and the social l'lite were to he housed in the city centre ln tOWl'r ....... ill1llar 10 

the office buildings. The workers and those engaged in induslrial prodUc..'tH>II were to he 

housed in satellite commllnities al the periphery of the city (which Le Corbu ... ier rcferrcd lu 

as Garden Cities).44 The overall design stressed umty through Ils symmetncal "patwl 

armngernent. It should be noted that. in spite of It~ slrong symmctry. the Ville 

Contemporaine was perceived very dlfferently at ground Icvel. Only fiftecn perccnt of the 

Ville Contemporaine was covered by building .. and roads. Sorne eighty-fivc percent of the 

city was to be designated as green space, composed of walkway<;. gardcn .... park .. and 

forested areas. Le Corbusier created a vertical city hy introducing hlgh-den<;lty tower; and 

apartrnent blocks, but more importantly he creatcd a "grecn city" hy freclIlg the grolllld 

plane from sprawling tenement blocks.4'::. 

Le Corbusier held the view that work and leisure could not he rccollciled a., Wnghl 

had suggested in his plan for Broadacre Cily. He believed that the worker would have to 

be engaged in production at lea"t eight hours a day to help realizc a new ,-oeial ordcr. He 
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Figures 3. 16.1.b.c. 8roadacre City by Frank Lloyd Wright, 1929 to 1958 - the ultimate 
model for Suburbia (Alofsin. "8roadacre City", Center, 1989). 
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sought to create a leisure realm in which the worker could enjoy his or her lime away from 

work. This was accomplished by providing the worker with housing in a healthy, natuml 

environment. His apartment designs included garden terraces, roof top gardens and were 

situated in a natural setting. Fishman summarized Le Corbusier rather optimistically by 

noting: 

The contemporary city is thus a city of leisure as weil as order, a city of meditation 
as weil as production. To the man at work, the city is one great organization: aftcr 
work he sees it from an entirely different perspective. His family life exists outslde 
the hierarchy of authority. Le Corbusier d~(iigned each independent home, a site of 
abundance and love. Outside is the garden of delights, the Green City, the rcalm of 
art and play. The apartments and their surroundings form a coherent environment, a 
world of individual fulfillment and creation.46 

Le Corbusier's Ville Radieuse scheme differed from Ville Contemporaine prirnarily 

in its socio-political orientation and spatial distribution of urban functions. The rcsidential 

areas were located toward the centre of the city while the administrative 1 commercial 

functions and the industriall productive functions were located at either end of a grcat axis. 

The centre of the Ville Radieuse was given over to an expansive park-hke setting. l.argl' 

greenbelts helped to separate the various urban functions. In his revised scheme, nature and 

not humanity was to dominate the future urban metropolis . 

ln Europe, his ideas were implemented in postwar reconstmction efforts, while in 

America, his ideas helped to shape the face of the modem mctropohs. Fly the 1960." 

American suburban growth patterns were changing dmmatically. Commer<:ial centres, as 

weil as administrative and production centres, were establishing them"c1ves outsidc the city 

centres on new tracts of undeveloped land. The only connection these areas hall with the 

city was through a newly created highway infrastructure. These new commercial centre." 

composed of retail malis, industrial parks and business centres, hore a strong rescmhlallcc 

to Le Corbusier's vision in plan - a city of distinct zones of actl vit y , o,cparatcd hy nature 

and bound together by a vast highway infrastructure, albeit on les" formai tcrm ... 

lronically, Le Corbusier was never able to see his contemporary city reali/.cd, although his 

ideas greatly influenced the notion of the Arcadian metropolis through the latc 20th ccntury 

in Suburbia . 
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Figures 3.l7a.b. Contemporary City by Le Corbusier, 1922 - a modemist Arcadian vision • 
(Fishman. Urban UlOpia.'i in the Twentieth Century, 1977). 
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III The Final Frontier Not Country, Not City 

The modem vision of the city in the gant en has not yet evolvcd as Ebencler 
Howard, Le Corbusier and Wright had hoped through displacemcnt. rcplacement. 
or absorption of the central city. but has come to pass as a new pcripheral F..dcn 
coexistent with the central city. 47 

ft appears that in our collective efforts to express the Arcadian vision. conceived as 

an urban-pastoral synthesis, we have lost the will, or the capacity. to <.'fcate a meaningful 

landscape - one that can accommodate both nature and humanity. The urban-pastoral 

synthesis, made evident in Suburbia of today. is the antithesis of thc Arcadian vision 

because it is based on humanity's ascendency over nature and one's fcllow. 

By definition, contemporary Suburbia is an urban agglomcf"dtion typically sltuated 

outside the city proper, having grown out of a suburban landscapc or along a highway 

interchange on land once under agriculture (Fig. 1 Sa). The older subllrban fahric has hccn 

transformed to include a variety of commercial fllnctions that were Iradltionally associaled 

with a city's urban core. One can now live, work and play within the new slIhurhan 

landscape - and never leave it (Figs.18b,c). In scale. these new urhan agglomcralions 

resemble Broadacre City or the Ville Radieuse in that the measure of thc city it,; not the 

pedestrian but the automobile. Sidewalks have been replaced by f(xltpaths and roadways 

have been elevated to allow the landscape to remain continuolls. In form. Suhurhia 

resembles these modemist utopian visions, a combination of towers and ret,;idencc\ set into 

a rural or naturallandscape. 

Living on the Edge 

Apologists for Suburbia, of which there are a growing numhcr, suggcsl that this 

middle landscape is a rational construct based on the advancements made in an increasingly 

technologically-oriented society. Of the work of the more important apologlsls on the 

subject, Joel Garreau's Edge City: Life on the New Frontier (1991) and Peler Rowc's 

Making a Middle wnd.\cape (1991) stand out as noteworthy. Thcre is a gmwing hody of 

literature, particularly in the planning and design journal s, that suggcsts that Suhurhia is a 

viable and tenable form of urban development, one that mirrors the changmg valuct,; of 

contemporary society. Indeed, sorne even suggest that thls new urban landscapc is in 

many ways a utopian realization, founded on the prophetie vision ... of Frank Lloyd 

Wright's 8roadacre City and Le Corbusier's Radiant City. Peter Rowe sugge<its in 

Making a Middle wndscape (1991), that it can he likened to a "modern pac;tordlism". a 
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Figures 3. 1 Sa,b,c. Suburbia today - blurring the Arcadian vision (Rowe, ,Waking the 
Middle L.md.\cape. 1991 and; Fishman. Bourgeoü Utopial, 1987). 
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new synthesis between long held pastoral values and the more recent awareness of 

technology.48 

80th Garreau and Rowe give compelling evidence of the contemJxmuy suburban 

landscape. Garreau refers 10 contemporary Suburbia as "edge-city". while ROWl' adopts 

Leo Marx's tenn, "middle landscape". Others, such as Robert Fishman. refer to this 

lands cape as a "techno-burb". Stephen Kieran and James Timberlake cati it a "pcriml·tl>r 

centre". The traditional tenn for this landscape was "urban sprawl". but dearly thcrc is 

something different about this landscape. Generally, these temlS refer to a spccilil' lucation 

and, to sorne extent, their function. The term, middle landscapc, is appropriate 111 thal it 

denotes both an immaterial vision (ironie as such) and a material conslruct, a physil'al 

place. Suburbia, however defined, appears to be chaotic and disorienting. particularly for 

the newly initiated, as Garreau states (with overtones of 81aderunner): 

If Edge City still gives sorne people the creeps, it is parti ail y bel' clUse it l'onfounds 
expectations. Traditional downtown urbanites recoil because a place blown out by 
the automobile scale ;s not what they think of as "cily." ... Why arc thcsc tall 
buildings so far apart? Why are they juxtaposed, apparently higgiedy-piggiedy. 
among the malis and strip shopping centers and fasl-food joints and self-serviel> gas 
stations? ... At the same time. Edge City does not meet the expectations of 
traditional suburbanites either. Few who bought into Ihe idea of quarter acre 
tranquility ever expected to take a wmding tum and suddenly be eonfronted with a 
150 foot col ossus looming over the trees, red aircraft-wammg beacons flashmg, its 
towering glass reflecting not the moon. but the sodium vapor of Ihe parking lot 
lights. 49 

Suburbia is not visually or functionally coherent when held up 10 lradilional urhan and rural 

settings and has no discemible morphology, as il is composed largcly of individual tracts of 

land bound together by a network of service roads and relaled infrastructure. These tracts 

of land are referred to as "land bays" by Kieran and Timbcrlake. who go on to suggcst that 

these development pareels are symbolic of privalized gardens of Eden. In lum, lhcsc 

"privatized gardens" are conneeted bya "network of green-veiled roadways".rJ() 

Suburbia is largely a privale affalr, held in trust not by the people who live there, 

but by the corporations that own most of the land. In most instances, SlIhurbia docs not 

even have a eivic braneh or a mayoral office. Consequently, or more corrcctly st<tted, 

inconsequently, il has no particular civic spatial ordcr. Garrcau'., perception of SlIburhia, 

and those who inhabit il, is questionahle. However, he posit!. !.ome compclling cvidence 

that would have one believe that contemporary Suburbia is indeed the "cruciblc of 

America's urban future" and those who choose 10 live there arc pi()neer~ in the new urhan 

wildemess: 
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Figure 3.19. "Eden made accessible" (Kieran and Timberlake. "Paradise Regained". 
Architecture, 1991). 

Figures 3.20a,b. The final frontier. then and now (Kieran and Timberlake, "Paradise 
Regained", Architecture, 1991). 

• 

• 



• 

• 

Edge Cities are the culmination of a generation of individual American value 
decisions about the best ways to work. shop and play - about how to create home . 
... By any quantifiable standard. they have already proved to be astoundingly 
efficient places to make one's fame and fortune .... As real estate markets. they 
have made an enlire generation of homeowners and speculatol"S rich. As bazmll"S. 
they are anchored by sorne of the most luxurious shopping in the world . 
... Edge Cities acculturate immigrants. provide daycare.and promise safety. They 
offer an improvement in per capita fuel efficiency over the old suburbia-downlown 
arrangement. since they move everything doser to the homes of the mlddle 
class 51 

Suburbia does provide for societal needs but it is qucstionablc as to where. given that the 

public realm has been reduced to the shopping mali galleria and neighbourhood parks. One 

can imagine that daycare centres are provided for people to use while shopping and that 

security guards are stationed throughout a mali to ensure that ail who \!ntcr confonn to 

status quo consumer behavior. The drive to work may requirc less fucl than to drivc 10 a 

city centre, however. the entire infrastructure must also he considcred in thc overall energy 

equation. The per capita energy expenditure in the middle landscape of suburbia cOll1pared 

to a traditional urban setting seems entirely perverse. It is estimatcd that a subllrban singk 

family home requires 4 times more infrastructure than an urban duplex - 4 times more 

strects. sidewalks. sewers, streetlights and 4 limes more services slich (\s street deaning. 

school bus routes and police patrols. Il is estimated that dircct and indirect energy 

consumption is 2000% greater for a suburban household comparcd with an urban 

household.52 

Arguably, Suburbia is a pluralistic landscapc of accommodation. but it is neither 

pluralistic nor accommodating in its conception. In fact. it is a corporah.' land"<""lx' whcre 

decisions for the many have been made by the few. Suburbia may appcar diverse 

structurait y and aeslheticalty. however, great efforts have been made to aUmct a partlcular 

social strata. one that accepts the status quo of an automobilc-orienled ('onsumer culture. Il 

is difficult to believe that the majority of Amencans actually live. work and play in thc"c 

places and that American society aspires ta reside in this middlc land~cape. 

Garreau suggests that Suburbia is the very stuff Amcrica is made of. that it 

represents the Arcadian vision of the late 20th century. Echoing thc .. c thought", Kieran and 

Timberlake refer to it as "city in the garden" and "pamdlsc regaincd" (Fig.19). Garreau 

goes on to quate from Leo Marx's The Machine ln the Garden' 

Regenerative power is located in the natumllerrain: acec')') to the undefïlcd. 
bountiful, sublime Nature is what accounts for the virtue and special good for 
Americans. It enables them to design a community in the image of the garden. an 
ideal fusion of nature with art. The landscape thus becomes the symbolic repository 
of value of ail kinds - economic. political. aesthetie, religiou~ .... A strong urge to 
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believe in the rural myth along with an awareness of industrialization as 
counterforce to the myth - since 1844, this motif appears everywhere in American 
wriling ... It is a complex distinctively American form.53 

The Suburbia that Garreau supports can hardly he descrihed as "an ideal infusion of nature 

with art". Furthermore, this "complex distinctively American form" is given expression in 

the middle landscape, but not as Marx would lead us to understand. Marx made a case for 

a complex fonn of synthesis between nature and urbanity as a historically defined societal 

goal pcculiar to the American people. Similar to Garreau, Rowe empathizes with Marx's 

observations, suggesting that Suburbia can be considered in tenns of "a rural-urban 

synthesis ... between the age-old pastoral perspective and the modem technical 

temperament" .':iLl Rowe qualifies this thought by rewording Marx's insight, " the potential 

pandemonium of a technological onslaught on the environment can be restrained by moving 

toward arcadian si mplicity, whereas a rustic resistance to progress can be counteracted by 

creative technical reasoning".5~ 

Suburbia, in its CUITent stale, is untenable as a suslainable urban fonn when these 

issues actually inform our understanding of what this landscape represents (Figs.20a,b). 

Clearly one does not have to be a Marxist, in the political sense, to understand its raison 

d'etre. Suhurbia IS perhaps economically viable today, based on the speculative interests of 

developers, real estate companies and corporations. However, the short tenn interests of 

the few cannot possibly sustain the welfare of the many. Suburbia is not socially, 

pohtically or environmentally viable when considered as a long term urban/environmental 

form. 

What appears to etude sorne apotogists for Suburbia is the fact that acting upon the 

landscape requires a moral orientation toward nature and humanity. Rowe gives evidence 

that this wa!>, up to one point in our collecti ve history, inextricable. The Arcadian vision is 

not bound 10 a particular aesthetic form (although there are typological precedents) but it 

dues recognize nature as a significant fonn determinant. It also recognizes that the 

consequences of our actions must benefit the environment, the individual, and society . 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

ARCADIA REVISITED: NEW COMMlJNITIES FOR AMERICA 

1 Regaining the Middle Ground RediscoverinR Urbanit~· 

The renewed potential for the phy:ical manifestation of the Arl'adian vision l',Ul 

best be understood through the "new communities" that were planned and built during tilt' 

20th century. Reid Ewing suggests in. ''The Evolution of New Commllnily Planning 

Concepts", (1990) that the emergence of new communities in Amcrica dllring the 20th 

century can he traced to distinct eras and regions. These inclllde: 

Greenbelt Towns (and Radburn) of the 20s and 30s~ Aonda's "Master SlIhurhs" 
of the 20s~ Midwestern Communities of the 40s and 50s; I-"onda CommullIltes of 
the 5Os~ Eastern-Style New Towns of the 60s; Califomia-Style New Comrnlinitics 
of the 60s; HUD New Communities of the 70s. 1 

The new communities that are making their way into the mainstream of !o.uhllrhan planning 

and design today are based. ln part, on the ideological and practÏl'al SIlCl'C!o.S of thl'\l' carhcr 

towns and commllnities, They are based on the precedent of tf"ddltional town plans of thc 

18th and 19th centuries but are moditied to include recent urhan rcalille!o.. mo~t notahly, thc 

automobile, Today's new communities are a reaction 10 the unhridled growth of thc 

suburbs and the perceived environmental, economic and social prohlcm\ that Suhurhia ha!o. 

created in the postwar years. 

Among these traditional town planners, Andrcs Duany, Elizaheth Platcr-Zyhcrl and 

Peter Calthorpe stand out as leaders in the crusade to tind a meaningful altcmatlvc 10 

contemporary planning practises and Suburbia. There IS a growmg numher of planning 

and design professions that would callthemselves traditlOnal planners, i.e. post-modem 

town planners. The number of traditional new towns and communitie., lIndcr construction 

and/or in the planning stages across America has also becn on the increasc. Il IS obvious 

that these traditional town planners have struck a chord deep wiihin the popular p!o.ychc. 

Just as the early suburban visionaries sought to tind a meaningful alternative tn the city in 

the laie 19th and early 2Oth-centuries, the se post-modem vi~i()naric~ arc <,cekmg to rnake a 

meaningful alternative to Suburbia. ft is the contemporary search for the middlc landscape 

- for Arcadia . 
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II Post-Suburbia' s Visionary Krier's Communities ,'S Zont.'s 

Against the global destruction of the city and countl)'side that we are witnessing, 
we propose a global philosophical, political and technical project of reconstruction. One 
cannot destroy the CIty wlthout also destroying the countryslde, The reconstructIOn of the 
territory must he defined in a strict physlcal and legal separation of city and countrysldc. 
First of ail we must drastically reduce the built penmeters of the city and preclsl'Iy redcfinc 
rural land in order to establish c\early what is city and what IS countryslde.-' 

l.con Kncr 

Leon Krier has had considerable impact on the reœnt trend~ in nc", town and 

community planning in Europe, and in America. Just as Ebenezer Howard mlluclIl'l'd 

the new towns and communities of the 1920s and 1930s. and Le Corhusier 1 110 m.' Il l'l'd 

Suburbia of the 1960s and 197Os, Leon Kner has influenced the rcccnt lIlovclllcnt towanl 

new towns and communities in the 1980s and 1990s. lInlikc his prl'dCl'l'~~Or' ... Km'r ha'> 

liUle respect for the American urban and suburban landscape, foclissing IIlstcad 011 tlll' 

European city and its history. Once a committed ideologue of the left. Kncr dCIIOlllll'l'd !Ill' 

American city as a product of the industrial / capitalist venture. His cntlt)uc of tlll' 

American city, following that of the European city, is based on the well-foundcd Idl'a that 

American urbanism has evolved most directly from the Modernlst planlllng pnnclple ... 

outlined in CIAM's Charter of Athens and il' the visionary work of I.e Corhll'>lcr and 

others. Krier posits that the 20th-century city. the "functional city of lone .... " ha ... provcn to 

he a problem of irreconcilable proportions and that the only alternative is a radical shlft tu 

traditional town planning principles found in the pre-indllstrial city (Fig~.la,h). He 

Sllggests that this is only possihle if society in gencral, and archllect'i and plalllll'r ... III 

particular, engage in a social and political struggle of resistance and cOllnter-prop0'ial'i 

against the Modernist city. Krier's view of American urharusm ... lIggc ... l ... thal Suhurhia ha ... 

destroyed the city and the countl)'side by distributing vanou<; urhan functlOn~ acm<;<; the 

landscape. The pastoral ideallhat Krier envi"ions includes a clcar d .... tmctlon hctwccn tlU' 

city and the country. The early American seulement experience, envl<;loned a ... an IIrhan

rural synthesis, sought to provlde a balance between that whlch helong ... to thc <:lly and that 

which belongs to the countryside. ThiS is not entirely antithetlcal to Kncr, howevcr, the 

more recent attempts to strike that ~alanc(' in Suburhm has .... lclcd hi ...... cathing cnlHlue of 

American urbanism (Figs.2a,b). 

Krier's critique of the Modernist funclionally I.Oned city F countercd wlth the 

concept of "communities versus lones". This idea ha!> found great appcal among 

traditional town planners in America. The concept itself is not new, nor i ... It Krier\. The 

idea of creating communities instead of zones was introduced hy Eliel Saarinen in his book, 
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The City: Ir.'l Growrh, Ir.fi Decay. Ir.\ Future ( 1943). Saarinen's proposaI grew out of the 

recognition that the modem metropolis could not grow at its unprecedented scale without a 

great deal of social, economic and environmental stress. and without a great deal of urban 

decay. The only way to ameliornte urban decay, Saarinen suggested. would he for a city 10 

grow al a reduced scale. He proposed a model for "organic decentraliliitiolt." The tenn. 

urban decay, was interpreted by Saarinen 10 include urban processcs Ihal rcsulted III wasll'lI 

time. energy. human resourees. materials and so on. He was looking for an holistil' 

approach. one that today. would he referred to as "suslainablc". 

We are faced with Iwo basic lendencies of organic decentralllalion - cOlIl'cntmlion 
of the individual's living and working conditions, and decentrnli7.ation of the city's 
various activity groups. The individual's everyday \tfe inc\lIdes such acllvitics as 
home life, work inside or outside of the home, procuremenl of neressary supplies. 
child and adult education, and physical and mental developmcllt ... It i~ a sensible 
thing thailhey be concentrated as much as possible wllhm a certalll arca !.o as 10 
eliminale the compulsory use of mechanical means of commllmcallon. Such an 
arrangement is logical; it is practical; it is lime saving; and. above ail. il is humait. 
Such an arrangement, though. IS nothing new:~ 

Krier has used this concept of organic deeentralization to gClleralc a very ~imilar 

urban vision referred to as a "Federation of Quarters" (Figs.3a.b). Kner hclicvcs thallhe 

pre-industrial city al one can provide the necessary answcrs for urban and suburhall growth 

through an architecture of resistance - one dedieated to restoring an architecture and ail 

urban fonn that is socially ralher than technologically motivatcd. Krier'<; princÎpll· ... incllldl' 

a retum to pedestrian-oriented settlements complete with public plal.as and S(luare<; with 

mixed-use buildings integrated with residential areas along tree-lincd <;Irl'et~ !--,(\(:h Quarter 

would have ils own centre as weil as its own physical lunit<;. The Quarter would i nlcgmtc 

the functions of urban life as thcse relate to its cltizenry, including dwclling. working and 

leisure activities within an area of 30 hectares (75 acres). The lotalnumbcr of inhahllanl .. 

could not exceed 15,000. These settlements. or Quarters, would replace currenl "mllllg 

praetiees and the automobile would he given a !o.ccondary roll' in delcmlllllng the ovcrall 

urban fonn.'::· 

Krier's eritics suggest that his work has liule relevancy in North Arnenca. 

However, it is interesting to note how rnany recent project~ including .,orne ncw 

communities resemble his vision (Figs.4a,b). The proJecl<; discus<;ed hclow rescmhlc 

Krier's own work, spatially and formally and to sorne extent. ideologically. Duane and 

Plater-Zyberk have worked with Krier, who even wrote the po!o.H,cript 10 TfJwn\ ami 

Town-makinf.: Prindple.\ (1991). Krier's influence in Amenca ha~ beclI ,>.gruficant, having 



Figures 4.3a.b. Saarinen's "organic decentralization", 1913, and Krier's "communities vs 
zones", 1978 (Saarinen. The City. 1943 and; Krier. uon Krier, ed. Porphyrios, 1984). 
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laid the ideological basis ofthe new communities that are ultimately more environmentally, 

economically. and socially responsive than recent suburban growth. 

Still. Krier's critique of American urbanism has becn limiled tn li sOJ11t'what 

simplistic interpretation. He has correctly observed the naturc of Suburhia and its 

limitations as an urban/environmental form, but has overlooled Ihe ideologil'al prl'miscs 

from which American urbanism proceeded. Not unlikc European cilies, Alllcril',m l'itics 

have an urban tradition. based on shared typological and morphological prl'ccdcnls 

(precisely those Krier believes must be considered in his rCl'onstnaclion agcnda). Yct he 

has not been willing to recognize these nor their ideological origins. In his aillqul' of thl' 

American City, he has failed to understand the dialectic role of nature and urhalllly 

expressed in the complementary concepts of "rus in urbe" and "lube in rus" (Fig!o..5a,h). 

Had Krier understood these concepts and the notion of the Arcadian Vision, he mighl have 

expressed his vision of American urbanity in a more favourable light (Figs.6a,h). 

III The Traditionalists Duane & Plater-Zyberk's TNl)s 

Arguably. Suburbia is a result, in physical terms, of an arbilrary and pervaslve sel 

of postwar planning and zoning ordinances that have limited viable altemativeo; - ones thal 

take into account the more pressing environmental and social conccms facing cOlltemporary 

society. In this respect. Andres Duany and Eliz.abeth Plater-Zyhcrk have dcvelopcd a 

significant alternative through their integrated planning and design approach. After ycars of 

frustrating experience with suburban development and limited zoning ordinancc!o., they 

developed a planning and design code of their own. 

The traditional neighbourhood they promote, Traditional Neighbourhood 

Development or TND, incorporates many of the ideas of Ebenclcr Howard's (Iarden City 

approach with the aesthetic overtones of Sir Raymond Unwin\ civic dc<,ign scn~lhility and 

the American planning logic of John Nolen. Critics suggest that one only nccd to look al a 

traditional New England town to understand what Ihis group ha~ 10 mmd for the <'lIhurb~. 

Their most celebrated project to date, Seaside, Rorida (1984), is an example of traditional 

planning and design applied to a new resort community. Looc;ely based on thc dC<iign of 

neighbouring communities, Seaside is more rigorous in its planning and dco;ign 

methodology (Fig.7a). ft is a microcosm of an inherently complex organic entity, the 

community. As such, Duane and Plater-Zyberk have developed a CI VIC code whlch allow<, 

them to take stock of the community in il'i physical manife'itation and tn divide Il into its 

constituent parts. The code addresses both the public and privalc rcalms- the streets and 
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Figures 4.4a.b. Calthorpe's "pedestrian pocket". 1989. and Krier's plan for Ping Nord, 
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squares, the civic, commercial, recreational and residential areas. Each component of tht.' 

plan is described in detail. in written and grnphic fonn. to ensure the implementation of the 

town design (Fig.7b). 

Since Seaside, Duane and Plater-Zyberk have planned over thirty ncw towns and 

communities following their own planning and design philosophy. While n"cogni/.ing tht.' 

aesthetic premises from which their work proceeds. they are very aware of the 

environmental, economic, social. and political relevance of their work. The TND's 

statement of intent is very idealistic in its social mandate: 

Traditional neighborhoods achieve certain social objectives ... By bringing most 
of the needs of daily living within walking distance. the elderly and the young gain 
independence of movement ... By providing a full range of housing types and 
workplaces, age and economic c1ass are integrated and the bonds of an authenlu.' 
community are fonned ... By promoting suitable civic buildings. demo<.'rillil· 
initiatives are encouraged and the organic evolution of society is securcd. t , 

Their more recent work embraces the inherent complexity of site. contex.t and pmgrmn 

through a code that translates environmental, economic and social objel'lives inln planning 

and design criteria. Their Aval(l" Park project is an example in which conccms for family 

size and unit mix are included within the broader context of a regional plan (Fig.8). Il ha-; 

an organic nature to it and recognizes the inherent limitations of the landscapc of which lhe 

proposed towns and villages are a part. This sought-after balance bctween the necds of the 

inhabitants and those of the environment, is revealed in a region of communities. The 

towns and villages display order. yet, the order is a local order. one that could nol he casily 

repeated elsewhere. 

Avalon Park is a design on a regional scale. Four towns and six. villages arc 
organized on the mile-square Jeffersonian grid that is distorted by the 
Econlockhatchee River and its adjacent wetlands. More that half the site is rescrved 
for the river estuaries. wetlands. and retention ponds which are incorpomtcd into 
greenbelts between the towns and villages; smaller wetlands and hammocks are 
incorporated within neighborhood parks. Villages and towns are compo!o>Cd of 
three or four neighborhoods. Each neighborhood is planned with the radius of a 
fi ve-minute walk and each one provides basic services such as a child care facllity, 
a gencral store, and a meeting hall. 7 

In sorne respects. Avalon Park resembles Penn's Philadelphia, or Nolen's plan for Venicc, 

Aorida, not in its physical fonn but in its ideological premise, which emphasilcs an urban 

landscape set into a regional plan. 

eritics complain that Duane and Plater-Zyberk rely too much on trdditional forms of 

urban development and avoid embracing the values inherent in contcmporary society. 
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While recognizing the aesthetic premises from which their work proceeds. it is more than a 

retum to nostalgie landscapes. In their defence, Patriek Pinnell notes that their aesthetic 

premises as weil as the complexities oftheir designs are too often confused with the 

romantic traditional building typologies that grace their project renderings. At a 

philosophicallevel Pinnell suggests, with reference to Seaside: 

There is not only a theory of urbanism at work at Seaside. but a way of thinking 
about the world - an Aristotelian preference for providing models mther than 
Platonic, absolute types. For Aristotle, types existed only as the y matcrialized in 
individual instances. and every new instance subtly shifted the centre of the type. t' 

The Aristotelian view relies on an organic interpretation of the world, and he was amollg 

the tirst, to understand the world in terms of: 

... creative forces pushing toward growth and a series of stages moving loward 
identifiable adult end points. Il also demanded thinking in terms of the holistic 
unity of external and internai factors in conceptualizing both the eharactcr of those 
adult ends, and the hehavior of the parts of an organism moving toward those 
ends.9 

Arguably. Aristotle, has tiule to do with the speculative development pmetises that 

charaeterize contemporary urban and suburban growth. but with the environmental 

movement, new eommunities and town planning have gained momentum over the last three 

decades. Clearly, the work of Duane and Plater-Zyberk can he seen as an effort to COllllter 

the contemporal)' materialist interpretation of the world. Their work challenges Amcrican 

society to consider its past in fonning a vision of the future. one that can only he described 

as Arcadian. 

The Pedestrian Poeket 

The work of a group of west coast academics and practising architects has Icd to the 

formation of the Pedestrian Pocket planning approach as another alternative ln Suhurbia. 

These inc\ude. Peter Calthorpe. Dan Solomon. Mark Mack. and Doug Kclbollgh, cdilnr of 

The Pede\Trian Poeket Book (1991). Bemused by the staggering negleet of plafIDers and 

architects alike to provide a meaningful alternative to contemporary suburban sprawl. lhey 

have launched a counter-proposal. The Pedestrian Pocket does not neccc;sarily replace 

Suburbia, but rather augments il. Il differs fundamentally from the TND appmach, which 

relies heavily on private sector investment, by relying on public monies to secllre land and 

to provide an infrastructure which inc\udes a light rail transitline. Conceived as a satellite 

town, the Pedestrian Poeket is pedestrian-oriented, mueh like Leon Kricr's lown planning, 
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with mixed-use facilities, integrated higher density housing toward the civic and 

commercial centre and limited automobile aecess (Figs.9a,b). The Pedestrian Poeket is 

serviced by a light rail transit system with a central transit stop within a quarter mile 

walking radius. The plan also addresses the housing needs of the non-traditiollal families. 

Individual and corn munit y gardens as weil as landscape preservation areas are included. 

Although distillctly urban in charaeter, it is linked to similar cornmunities and centres hy a 

Iight railline but it is also rural in that these eommunities are tied into a regional malrix. 

The Pedestrian Poeket is an àltemative to urban sprawl. By building in a l'Ofnpacl manner 

the rurallandscape can be preserved. Il provides an alternative community-orienled 

settlement of.50 to 100 acres in size. In series, aggregated alollg a light-miltrallsit system. 

these Pedestrian Pockets would fonn a network of eornrnunities providillg a variely of 

work-plaee opportunities, recognizing that not everyone could live and work within the 

same Pedestrian Pocket. 

Calthorpe's TODs 

Peter Calthorpe, associated with the Pedestrian Pocket approaeh has becn ahlc to 

promote a similar strategy for suburball developmellt called the "Transit-Orielltcd 

Development" or (TOD). His argument is premised on the faet that the automohile has 

become the major fonn determinant of our cities, towns, and eommullities al the cxpense of 

the people who live there. Environmentally, the automobile has created smog, gridlocJ.. and 

has significantly redueed the amount of farmland. Socially, it has segregaled. "old from 

young, home frornjob and store, rich from poor, and owner from rcnter. It has come ln 

dominate the public realm." 1 0 Economically, it has put considerable strain on the public 

purse to muintain costly highways and roads. Cornmuting by autonlobi lc has also laxcd the 

average resident in other ways, by requiring residents to spend many hours III thcir 

automobile commuting instead of getting on with more rewarding activities. Calthof)lC 

suggests that pedestrian, bicycle and public transit systems be introduced in communities tn 

reduce the use of the automobile: 

Given the social, economic, and environmental forces of our time, somc ncw 
synthesis of these three systems is necessary. The problem is to inlroducc the 
needs of the pedestrian and tran~it into the automobile-dominated regions of our 
metropolitan areas, not to retum to the fiction of small-town America or try to 
absorb a disproportionate percentage of growth in our urban centers. l'hosc centers 
will grow strong if their suburban areas deliver transit riders rather than cars to the 
core and iftheir internai development fa vors the pedestrian." 11 
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The solution Calthorpe envisions is based on the urban foml vocabulary of the 

Pedestrian Poeket, albeit on a rnuch larger scale. He is currently preparing a plan for a 

transit-oriented community near Sacramento. California. Together wilh planning and 

landscape architecture consultants. Calthorpe has prepared a plan for a $500 million. 1000 

acre alternative to Suburbia called. Laguna West (Fig.IOa) The site for Ihis lransit-orienlcd 

new town is sorne twelve miles north of Sacramento. Set on "a treelcss C,,"patN.' of 

exhausted fannland". Laguna West will contain 2000 residents and 700 workcrs. of it!. 

5000 population, within a third-mile of a light-rail station. It will he built in !.tagl's. 

beginning with a 100 acre town centre (Fig. lOb). Laguna West can grow in stages. with a 

secured infrastructure which accommodates transportation options thal support. rather Ihan 

undennine the comrnunity in physical and social tenns. Critics are only ((Xl quick 10 levcl 

criticism at the new town plan suggesting that, by limiting automobile acl'CSs. the plannl'r!> 

and developers are limiting the viability of the project. However. both the plélllller; and the 

developer believe that needs and attitudes will change in the ne xl decadc and Ihey will he 

ready to adapt to it when that happens. In the meantime, a commuter station and lown hall 

located adjacent to the village green are being built. 1::' 

III Sustainable Urbanity The Difficult Whole 

Just as the stability, cultural typology, and spatial pattern of our landseapes have 
changed, so have its fonns, uses, and control. Thesc changes can be sc'~n mosl 
cl carl y by looking at the most popular landscapes, rather th an al landscapcs 
traditionally important or landscapes that fit conventional esthetie or socml 
values. 13 

The growing numhers of lraditional urban landscapes arc sorncwhal difficult 10 

consider in terms of a conternporary alternative to Suburbia. Project~ !>lIch a<; Scaside 

demonstrate a pre-occupation with nostalgia rather than reality. Still, projecls such as 

Avalon Park and Laguna West suggest that a more complcx vision of rcahty 1 ... hcglnfling 

to emerge that supports a synthetic view of nature and humanity. Social, envlf<mmental 

and economic concerns are being addressed in these and other projcct!> aero .... lh(! American 

urban landscape. 

There appears to he hope in spi te of our limited mability to creatc a meaningful 

alternative to Suburbia. Today, there is growing evidence of a synthctic view of nature and 

urbanity expressed in the form of a sustainable landscape. Sustainablc dcvelopmcnt, as a 

contemporary interpretation of the Arcadian vision, suggests positi ve change that docs not 
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Figures 4.8a,b. Avalon Park by DPZ, 1989 - a region of communities [note scale in 
relation to Seaside 1 (Duanyand Plater-Zyberk. Towns and Town Making Principle.~. eds. 
Krieger and Lennertz. 19(1). 
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undermine the ecological and social systems upon which communities and society are 

dependent. Il implies a holistic view of humanity and ils detennined place. ThIS notion is 

given further consideration by Trevor Hancock in his model for sustainable development. 

He proposes a broader interpretation of sustainability in relation to the envinlflntCnt. thl' 

economy and the community (Fig.11). Furthermore: 

Sustainable urban developrnent might he defined as a process of change III the hulll 
environment which fosters economic developrncnt whilc conscrving rcsourccs and 
promoting the health of the individual. the community and the ecosystcm. 
recognizing that in tenns of sustainability as in other matters. the urban rcgion 
cannot be separated from the region of which itts a part. 1-1 

The work of Sim Van der Ryn and Peter Calthorpe et al bravc\y cmhracc,- the 

notion of slistainability as the central concept to providing an alternative to urhan and 

suburban growth.ln their published work, Su\tainahle lOI1lI1/1mirie\: Toward li Ncy, 

DesiRn Synrhesi.\for Citie.\, Suburh\ and Town... (1986) the authors argile that further 

olltward expansion of our cities ShOllld be countered. It is hased on the the idea that 

western civilization is going through a transition. sirnilar in scale to the transition l'rom the 

agricultural to the machine-age. toward a new age. The machine-age brought u<; the 

automobile which made the ever expanding megalopolises pO'islhle l' 

Sustainable commllnities will result from a thlrd technological transition, 
presumably of the same scale as the other two, in which the hmils of this explosive 
expansion are accepted on a socictal basis, and new principles of "appropnatc" 
technology, ecological harmony, and social ",cale will determine urban forlll. 1 / 

The means and the ends differ radically from conventional solution!>. prOlx)sin;,! lII'itcad 10 

incorporate planning and design principles that are inherently lill<;tai nahlc. The rcsultlIIg 

urban and suburban form will not change dmmatically, although morc compact forrw-. of 

urban development willundollbtedly proceed l'rom this third technologleal trarNtHHI. 

Instead, urban and suburban areas will be used more intcnsivcly and productlvcly ln this 

respect, there is no ideal form that precedes 'iuch a ncw <;ynthe'il'; Thc ha ... i ... for tlll<" 

transition is rooted in the Arcadian notion that a balance must be cc.;tahll'ihcd bctwecn nature 

and urbanity and that both are requlslte to our future well-bcing ln princlplc, the author .. 

sliggest that sllstainability implies: 

that the use of energy and materials in an urban area be in balancf! with whal thc 
region can supply continuously through natural proccliSCS such as ph()t(} ... ynthe~ils, 
biological decomposition and the blochemical processcs that support lirc ... 
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Hgures 4.9a.b. The Pedestrian pocket by Calthorpe et aI, 1989 - the urban-pastoral 
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The immediate implications of this principle are a vastly reduced energy hudget for 
cities, and a smaller, more compact urban pattern interspersed with productive arcas 
to collect energy, grow CTOpS of food. fiber and energy and recycle wastc. 1 t' 

Two sustainable community design strategies are examined helow. Tht' first 

supports the central premises of sustainable urbanity hy recycling an air force hase The 

second strategy endeavours to tackle the mind-numbing problem of urhan and suburban 

sprawl by restructuring and intensifying il. 

Recycling Used I ... andscapes 

Creating a new context for sustainable development is the strategy cmploycd hy 

recycling the Hamilton Air Force Base sorne 22 kilometres north of San Franl'Ïsco. 

(Fig. t 2) The Marin Solar Village plan embraced many of the issues that the cOllll1ll1nitics 

of the future will have to address and serves as an important example to follow. The plan 

recognizes that a community cannot be based on technical and economÏ<.' issues alone. and 

responds to the following assumptions: 

1. Solar village as a concept particularly appeals to a large numher of people 
looking to live in a place whose design and development they can participate. 
2. The development process must satisfy acccpted tests of economic feasihility. 
but may incorporate progressive financing techniques. 
3. The plan does not require major life-style changes. 
4. The plan can be carried out without govemment sllhsidy. l 'J 

The plan coveTS approximately 500 acres of a 1500 acre site and inc\udes I9(X) 

dwellings at about 4 units per acre in 5 neighbourhoods. Ali dwellings have a ~ollth facing 

prospect with private gardens and terraces. Neighbourhoods arc lxmnd togethcr hy él 

network of pedestrian and bicycle paths. Vehicular access is IlIluted. although no home is 

more than 300 feet from the car. Over 1.5 million square feet of office and light industrial 

space are provided in existing and new buildings. Most of the site is kept "green", 

including 50 acres for intensive agriculture and 42 acres for parb and open space. 

Services inc\ude on-site sewag~ treatment and on-site waste di'ipo.,;al with methanc ga~ 

recovery. An internai minibus transit system tics the employment centre. the village centre, 

the schools and neighbourhoods together. Water runoff is stored in pond.,; for summcr 

irrigation. The proposed plan reduces overall encrgy use by 45%, comparcd to a ~lIhurhan 

development of the same density.2() After years of planning and design work. nol ln 

mention legal work, Marin Solar Village has been rejected by ciVIC aulhoritlc", hy a narrow 

margin, because il does not confornt to community by-Iaws. 
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Figure 4.10. Laguna West. Califomia by Calthorpe, 1992 (Leccesse,"Next Stop Transit 
Fricndly Towns". LanJ.\care Architecture. July 1990). 
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Urbanizing Suburbia 

Il has been noted that sustainable communities will nol necessarily become a part of 

the built environment as separate entities. The utopian notion of designing a self-suffil·ienl. 

autonomous community is commendable. However. sustainability. in principlc. calls for 

stewardship of the existing built environment before attempling to use more of the limited 

land resource. Recent efforts to restructure and densify the existing urban and suhurban 

landscape has gained an audience. And while the challenges to carry ouI such an agenda 

seem impossible. complicated by existing land use practices and zoning hy-Iaws. examples 

of sustainability in existing contexts are growing in number. Clearly. the cali is to planners 

and architeets to deal with the existing suburban condition, which is home to ovcr 50% of 

Ameriea's population. The evidenee that people are still heading for the contcmlxlnuy 

suburban landscape of America suggests that it requires our most serious attentIOn. 

Garreau suggests that the contemporary suburban landscape IS not as bad as it 

appears on the surface. He believes that America has undergone a penod of economÎl'. 

technologieal and social transformation which has been made evidenllllosilellingly in 

Suburbia. The edge city. he envisions, is only in ils infancy and that it is going tn go 

lhrough a period of maturation over the next deeade and into the 21 st-ccntury. :'\ 

However, Garreau and others are at a loss to suggesl how this rnay happen and whal urban 

form it may yet take. 

Jonathan Bamett. the noted Ameriean urban designer and educalor. has lried to give 

evidence of how Suburbia may go through a series of changes toward a more slislaJnablc 

form. In his article. "Accidentai Cities: The Deadly Grip ofOutrnoded Zoning," (1992) 

Bamett argues that contemporary suburbia has come about quile accidenlally. Graduai 

growth in suburban residential areas, as weil as along arterial roads and highway 

interchanges, has resulted in an urban landseape that is difficult to understand. u<;e and 

plan. As this growth takes place. the instruments goveming lhese change ... have not becn 

able to respond adequately. Hence, "the deadly grip of outmodcd lOning."~':' As he goes 

on to explain: 

Many suburban localities did nol adopt zoning until the 1950s or '60s, but zoning 
advocates were so anxious to create sorne kind of land-use controls lhat lhey did not 
stop to ask whether the established zoning concepts they were adopting might 
belong to the street-car age and not to the present. Cities and towns gave up on the 
streetear much too easily, but are now locked into development pallem~ made 
possible only by the automobile; and the dispersal of downtown activitie, lOto 
suburban and rural areas was not antieipated by mosl zoning ordinances. ft i<; 
depressing to contemplate how mueh bad development has been causcd by faulty 
public policies.23 
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Of course. zoning ordinances and codes can be revised. as indeed they are in man)' 

cities and communities across America. The question today is not why rewrite the 7.oning 

ordinances and codes but how. and to what end? Bamett makes some modest suggestions. 

As an example. he relies on a set of drawings prepared by the Regional Phm Assocmtion of 

New York. through which he discusses the origins and the development of typÏl'al urban 

sprawl and what can he done about it (Figs.l3a.b.c). It is the responsihilty of planners to 

provide the necessary zoning ordinances. based on performance criteria that address 

restructuring. infill and densification strategies for contemporary suburhul. More 

specifically, these strategies include: creating more compact regional centres; redul'mg and 

centralizing commercial zoning; sharing parking facilities; rethinking conventional suburhan 

building typologies; and densifying the strip.='4 The problems facing contcmporary 

suburbia today have ail been generated by America's automobile dependency. The 

solutions that will bring about positive change will he those that reduce thHt dcpendcncy. 

By creating more compact regional centres, distances hetween place!> of ,ll'tivity are 

reduced. This allows for a more coherent fonn of development, for Cl reduccd 

infrastructure, and conservation of the land resource. It also allows for public transit 

options because places of activity are organized. Pedestrian means of access are also 

increased. 

Commercial activity in particular must he centralized, as the chief agent of spmwl 

today. Office and retail space could he brought together to fonn the l'entrai huslness arca. 

as opposed to the typical pattern of dispersal through the suhurhan fahric. This would 

reduce the area dramatically. The parking requirements for mdivldual actlvitico; could he 

relaxed as parking areas are shared. Different peak-hour parkmg requirements would allow 

for this. 

Conventional suburhan huilding typologies, such as the mail, could he reconsidcrcd 

to include other lises and he designed in a manner sympathetll'to an cxlcnor puhllc rcallll. 

The proposai for a mixed lise centre hy Duane and Plater-Zyherk for Avalon Park attempts 

to dojust that by relating to the community street pattern on one <,ide whlle addre<,o;ing the 

parking needs of the mail ontheother.Whilethisisacompromise<;olution.itis a 

significant step forward from the typical malliandscape (fïgs.14a,h). 

Barnett also suggest that the traditional commercial strip be recon<;idered. In many 

cases, it is a product of revisiomst zoning practices which have re<;ultcd in unhalanced and 

visually incoherent areas of predominantly commercial activity. The mtent would he tn 

rezone the strip to allow for a greater variety of uses. RClOning the land would allow for a 

wide range of infill projects including a finer grained street network, parkll1g garages, 

higher density housing. additional commercial activlty and recreational amcnitie<,. In 
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Pinellas Park, Aorida, a plan has been proposed by Barnett et al. An existing shopping 

centre has been redesigned as a civic and commercial centre, retaining important 

commercial areas while introducing a street and block pattern. 

As noted, these are preliminary proposais for intensifying activj'y in contempomry 

Suburbia. Much more needs to be done. Joseph Paul Kleihues. chairnlan of the recellt 

International Building Exhibition in Berlin noted that. "everything that exists lin the urhan 

fabric1 needs intensification." If this could he the case for Berlin then very surely it must 

be the case for Suburbia . 
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Figures 4.13a.b.c. The highway interchange and suburban growth reconsidered - toward a 
nc\\' urbano-pastoral (Bamett. "Accidentai Cities", Architectural Record, 1992). 
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Figures 4.14a.b. A plan for a town centre incorporating a "regional" mali (Bamett. 
"Accidentai Cities". Architectural Record, 19(2). 
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CHAPTER AVE 

THE ARCADIAN METROPOUS: AMERICAN lJRBAI'''IIiSM IN TitE 

POST-INDtTSTRIAL AGE 

To change the situation we require new symbols of possihility, and although ttlt.· 
creation of those symbols is in sorne measure the rcsponsihility of artists, It is in 
greater measure the responsibility of society. The machinc's sudden cntrance 11Ito 
the garden presents a problem that ultimatcly belongs not to art hut to IXllitics. 1 

Lco Marx 

Arcadia: Past, Present and Future Ideology and TYPOIUlU'pholog)' 

To understand American urbanism today requiTes one to takc stock of the "Ideals" 

and the seUlement "types" that have characterized and infonncd the Amem:an IIrhlII 

experience. The Arcadian vision itself has been subjecl to change and IIllcrpre!allon in thc 

settlement experience, paradoxically perhaps, trying to accommodate huth nature and 

humanity. The preceding historical examination ofthese ideal,> and type ... "uggest" that a 

common ground, a middle Jandscape, nii:; heen the central goal of the American sl'ltlemcnt 

experience. The dialectic between nature and urhanity have bren ('xprc""ed 1\1 the form of 

the American city.locatl!d geographically between "urhc III rus" and "ru" ln urhe..'" 

(Figs.la,b). 

From the earltest seulement experience onward the nllddlc land~cape ha'> .,llIflcd, 

both ideologlcally and spatially. Still, there exists a dialectie relatIOn.,hl!> hctwcen nature 

and lIrbanity that has sOllght to establish a halance, whtch ha,> "'lI"I.';ncd ollr indivJ<lual and 

collective view of the American city. The earliest 'icUlement" 'iugl,:I·,>ted Ihat tha! halance 

was artificially imposed. Overwhelmed hy the wildcmc~,> expe..·ncncc, the carlit· ... t ... el1ler ... 

sought refuge from nature in compact fortifications and village", The p ... ychologlcal wdl 

being of these early seulers precludcd any meantngful lIIteraction wllh the lalld hllt 10 

withdraw from il. However. the sensibillty of a grand purpo<,c, alhell divlIll', wa" 

engrainer! in the collective psyche of the American people from the tnne of the carllcst 

settlers onward. Arguably, thls notion of a grand purpose ha ...... Urvl ved and ha ... heen 

reinterpreted, in more recent times, in tcrms of seclIlar holistic world VICW \JI the Arncncan 

tradition of "organic thought", 
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The Organic Metaphor 

Through the 20th century. the orgalllc scho01 of thollght lias gaIlH.'d a \\ I(k 

audience. As suggested. Ihis school of thought gives cvidence of thc Areall!an vi"ion malit.' 

manifest in the American seulement experience. hoth al a philosophll'al and practlc:!IIt." l'I 

Organic philosophy is a result, in part, of a renewed intcrcst in thc cnvmmmcnt 111 thc lallt.'r 

half of the 20th century. although its intellectual origins l'an he tral'cd to the rcfonn 

movements of the late 19th century and argllahly to Anstotlc Many thll1~er~ haH' 

contributed to this lInderstanding mc\uding Fredrick Law Olmsted. Eht.'nc/er Howard. 

Lewis Mumford, Frank Lloyd Wright, Murray Bookchin. Thcodorc ROIak. lan Ml'Carg 

and others. Conceptually. it can he separated from othcr major plulo-,oplm',,; 

It is different from most religions in Its behef that IIfe forcc!o. arc mort.' ha\ll' than 
spiritual forces. It is different from malcriahsm hccau"c of Its hchcf that matter-in 
motion is just the beginning of life's developmcllt. not Its end. 1 t (hffer" 1 rom 
idealism in the belief that the end point of human development '!o. a nch 
diversification of material, social, ego, and peak expcnencc!o.. not a maturatIOn llIle 
of matter-in-motlOn to an intellectual contact wlth the pure and ah\tral'l rallonal 
'forms'. '" It is too concerncd wilh the likcllhood of sccmlll!!,ly \mall del'I"lon't 
tearing radlcally into the entire fabnc of hfe and ccosy"tclll!-. over lime tu trust the 
pragmallst's narrow standard of short-term workahihty a" a ba!-tl\ lor l'llllducl. 

To be true to itself, organic philosophy must accept aspel'to; of th('\e ntller "t'llOol" 

of thought to remain credi ble. Major tenets of this sc hool IIlcludc Idea" 01 "a romant le 

attitude, a biological similitude. vltalism. holistic unit y, dlvcr"lIy. and hlllllé\IlI"lll' 

developmentalism."3 The physical manifestations ofthcsc lcnct!o. arc f;lIr1y divcr\e 

Concenslls suggest~ that the city must take lOto account the rcgloll that Il 1\ li part of and the 

fact that urban growth must not exceed the city's capaclty to c;u"tHlIl It~c1f The "l'ail' of the 

city and the region IS measured ln term., of the commulllty. l'hl' comllwlllly. wlllch 1" 

based on the notion of shared values or nt~eds, extends beyond thc hlllTlall eOI1I11II1\lIty 

formed by socio-econolTIlc and politleal proccsses to inc\ude the hlOloglCal COIl1 \Tl 11111 ty, 

formed by natural processe~ of selection, ecologlcal tran~illol1 and dlver",ty '1 hl' humall 

community and the natural commumty is Imkcd as a Illlltllally bCllcfiewlllndcr,>tal\(llIIg of 

our raison d'etre. 

The Arcadmn vi .. ion expre~~ed 10 the <;enlcment pattcm,> of Amenca "harc,> il 

corn mon typologlcal and morphologlcal vocahulary Thc formai and "patlal attnhute" have 

been c10sely linked to orgamc planmng and de<;lgn. Kevlll I.yneh "uggc"tcd, 111 A Theorv 

oJGood City Form (1981), that these Idea" arc a~~oe\ated wlth '>pcr.fie typologll.:al and 

morphological characteristics and related activities: 
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Radial patterns; bounded units; greenbelts; focused centres; romantic. anti 
geometricallayouts. irregularly curving 'organic' shapes; 'natural' materials (thtlt 
means either trnditional materials. or ones close to thcir unprocessed state): 
modernte to low density housing: visible proximity to earth. plants. and animais: 
plentiful open space .... Human services. eraft production. or aetlvitles whil'h are 
traditional, canied on in the open air, or early in the cham of materials prnCl'ssill~ 
are more highly valued than large-seale. automated. hlghly synthetic production:1 

Without question. these physical forms characterize American urhan form. partÏl'ul"rly 

through the 18th and 19th centuries. They also correspond to a spe('ific set of shared 

societal values including: 

Community, conti nuit y , health, well-functioning, seeurity, 'warmth', anù 
'balance', the interaction of diverse parts. orderly cyc\ing and rceurrcnt 
development, intimate scale. and a closeness to the 'natural' (that IS thc non-human) 

• c: 
umverse.-' 

These values help to explain the social, environmental and economie ongms of Amerit'ëUl 

urbanism. Lynch believed that while these values are significant, the organic nll'taphor i~ 

problematic. The urban seulement experience can he likened to an organic mode of thought 

and action. but only in a limited way. The city is not an orgal1lsm that call he undcrstood 

and acted upon from a biologie al or ecological orientation alone. f Il is ail cntlly, shapcd hy 

complex social, cultural and political forces that operate somcwhat autollolllou'ily. That 

fact notwithstanding, the organie model of urbanity has been the mm.1 perSlUl<.,lve 

theoretical construct in planning and design thought in the 20th centul)'. I.ynch suggC'its 

that concepts such as hierarchy, differentiation, autarchy (sclf-sufficlcncy), thrcsholds of 

scale. and rate of growth are important to aid our understandmg of urhanity RIII wc must 

recognize the dynamic processes of growth and change as weil: 

Cities change continuously, and that change is not just an inevitahlc progrc'>Moll 10 
maturity .... Rather than being cornmunities of unthlOking orgam<;m<; whlch follow 
an inevitable succession until they strike sorne Iron li mit. cilie" arc the prodllct of 
beings that can !eam. Culture both stabilizec; and de<;lahili/es the hahltat system, 
and it is not evident that we would want it othcrwl~e. 7 

The great lessons to he learned from the American settlement experience to date 'iuggcst that 

there exists a tradition, characterized by a sense of place, expressed mlhe Arcadian 

landscapes of America. Over the last four centuries. Amencan .,ocicty ha" changed a" ha ... 

the urban landscape. Yet. many of the values as!.ociated with thc~e change ... have no1. 

New relationships with the landscape are still being forged. We arc not unltke the carly 

settlers and reformers, except that our understanding of the land and our rclation<.,hl p to Il 
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Figure 5.3. A synthetic view - urbanity in nature (Mumford, The City in Hi.'îtory, 1961). • 
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has changed. For that matter, the world has changed. But these perceptions are relative 

and temporal in nature. The most pressing problem today is to forge new relationships 

with the landscape that allow for stability and continuity not only for society but for the 

environment as weil. Arguably, this has not changed either. However. the Illilgllitudc of 

the problem has. 

Those enduring relationships with the land, in which humanity has been ahle to 

realize its potential, require further consideration. The ideals and the types exist and await 

reappropriation. However, cri tics would suggest that a pluralistic society such as 

America's can no longer establish a meaningful relationship with the land. al least 1101 as a 

shared ideal. They suggest that the reasons have been made self-evident in the 

contemporary suburban landscapeJ Suburbia, and more importantly the values that 

support it, have offered limited possibilities to date and hring into question its long-ternl 

viability. The promises of the post-war suburban landscape, of an organic middle 

landscape, have had limited success and the search for a definitive expression of the middle 

landscape - the Arcadian vision - has, as yet, not materialized (Figs.2a,h). However, the 

persistence of this mode of thought has. To reconci le nature with the city or, more 

appropriately, to reconcile the city with nature, remains one of the most pressing l'once ms. 

The lessons from the past are numerous but their appropriation requÎres a IIt~W 

interpretation. Il cannot be a nostalgie return to the past - it must he a sustainahle vision of 

the future. This will require structural change, not so much in the seulement pattern!>, but 

in American society as a whole. The values that support this view of the future must also 

he shared with those who might not have had the social or economic mean!> to approprialc 

this vision for ~hemselves. 

II A Place Utopia 

Once we can accept that the city is as natural as the fann and as susceptible of 
conservation and improvement, we work free of those l'aise dichotomies of city 
and country, artificial and natural, man versus other living lhmgs.i, 

Accepting the city as the embodiment of humanity on the one hand, and Ihe rcgiof} 

as the embodiment of nature on the other, proponents of the orgalllc "chonl of thought have 

advanced diffcrent spatial priorities on the American landscape. They vary from tho!>c who 

advocate urban decentralization across the region on a national !>Cale, to those who ~cek a 

balanced hierarchy of urban and rural settlements of a smaller s,ale, ln those who <,upport 
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Figure 5.4. A synthetic view - nature in urbanity (Mumford, The City in History, 1961). • 
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high density urban concentrations with large expanses of countryside and wildentess . 

These settlement patterns can he codified in tenns of their typological and mO'llhological 

consistencies. 

Essentially, three archetypal or ideal Arcadian urban landscapcs eXlst in the 

American settlement experience. The first, referred to as the" Jeffersonian" type, IS 

dominated, in tenns of land area. by nature in a cultivated fornl. Seulement pallems arc 

diverse, but generally small, set in a rurallandscape (Fig.3). The second. rcferrcd to ~IS the 

"organic city" type, is a seulement pattern that, at the other end of the scale. is dOl1l1nated 

by urban form. Nature, integral to this seulement type. is both symbolic. expressed in 

formalized parks and open spaces, and real, expressed in the surrounding {·ollntrysidt.' and 

wildemess (Fig.4). The third, referred to as the "city-country" type is l'onCClved as a 

balanced regional landscape in which city and countryside are held to he l'quaI. in tt.'rln' of 

sustainability. Seulement patterns are urban, but limited in size such thatthl' slIrrnllnding 

landscape informs the overall character of the seulement (Fig.5). 

These archetypal settlement patterns are distinct, formally and spatially as weil as 

functionally. Tht' related concepts of hierarchy, order, diffcrcntiation, thrcshold, of scale. 

diversity and autarchy characterize each archetype differently. As a matter of ('ollrw there 

are seulement paUems that do not fit into these three ideal urban landscape types. 

However, the dyn<'tmic processes of growth and change can he directed toward 

transforming the se selLÎcment patterns to evolve more c\osely to these ideal typel-.. The 

overriding concem is not to 'imit the rich diversity of seulement paUems, hut to provide a 

planning and design framework that can balance the interest~ of society wlth those of the 

environment and the economy (see models and mechanisms below). 

The Rural Landscapl' 

The advocates for a decentralized form of urbanity are many. The idcological 

references can he linked to the Jeffersonian rurallandscape of democracy and the virtuolI~ 

life of the rural yeoman citizen. lt has been and continues to he an anti-urban orientation 

lhat emphasizes individual and environmental well-being as a ,>oeietal goal. The 

typomorphological implications of this view suggest a low-dcn.,ity land<;capc of urhan 

fragments and seattered communilles in a rural setting acros~ the continent. The conncctlOn 

between the individual and society is realized by the gri~-If(m road network of the town and 

range system established by the National Survey. Frank Lloyd Wnght wa~ a propoJlcnt of 

urban decentralization. In Broadacre City, Wright focused his idea<; on the nature of the 

individual's settlement, conceived as an autonomous and relatlvely self-sufficlent unit. 
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STAGE 1. 1840,1880 

• STAGE II. 1880-1920 
, STAG'E III 1920-1960 

STAGE IV. 1960,2000 11] 

Figures 5.5a.b. A synthetic view - the middle landscape and the regional grid (Mumford, 
The City in Hi.\tor\'. 19(1). 
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Ideally, each family had enough arable land to provide food. shelter and some employnwnt. 

Even the home was organic. drawing on the natural materials ~lS weil as the immcdiate 

physical context for its fonnal spatial attributes. The notion of seif-sufficielU:y at the sl'all' 

of the homestead, has indeed been a part of the American seulement expencncc. 

The Jeffersonian landscape was detennined hy the politie .. 1 WIll of its IIIhahitants 

and not by centralized bureaucratie institutions and technology. Today the rural settlelllcnt 

patterns have changed dramatically as a result of new forces acting on them. Thl' rural 

landscape must again be considered in tenns of the mediating forces of ('ulturc and naturc. 

not of economics and political control. Mumford predicted in The Cit\' in lIi.\lon' ( 19(1) 

that settlement patterns would change as the result of communications technolugy. Hc 

referred to the "invisible city", in whlch institutional refonn. that is empowcrll1cnt of tlll' 

rural citizenry, would be made possible as "the metropolitan complex" Oe('Ol1ll'" 

dematerialized. In addition, the possibility for communicating acroo;s va,,' arca .. would 

provide the social and political means to realize a dccenlraliled fonn of seulclllcnt.· 1 

The antithesis of this fonn of settlement is the contemporary o;uhllrhan landscapc of 

America. Ironicalty, this fonn of decentralizatioll has been made po ..... ihlc hy hip,hly 

centralized power structures and the advancements made in transportation and 

communications technology. The results of this fonn of decentralinltion haVl' hecn 

devastating on the landscape. The sought after balance between the individual and the land 

has, with few exceptions, not materialized. 

Another form of decentralization was advanccd by the social reformers of F.ngland. 

John Ruskin and Robert Owen and their American contemporaries, Murray HooJ...dun and 

Theodore Roszak. These social theorists sought to mtroduce the lIotion of the l'O 11H11 Ulllt Y , 

not the individual. as the basic building block of society. The carly effort ... of the 191h 

century reformers were directed toward self-sufficiency and the stewardshlp of hllrnan and 

natural resources. One manifestation of these ideas was made COllcrete i Il New Harmony, 

Indiana (1825). Theorists like Roszak believed that humanity was comprio;cd of 'iocial 

beings who must rely on one another to realize life's valued cxpericllcc!-., which arc 

ultimately spiritual in origin. Roszak aimed for an ideal of intimate, srnall, territorial 

communities spread across the nation in a confcderated commonwealth. 1 (, 

The significance of the carly settlement patterns lies III thclr phyc;ical rclationship 

with the land and the rcsourccs drawn from il. 1 1 These pattem~ should be mamlaincd. or 

be introduced to those areas considered for growth (Figs.6a,b,c). Recent seulement 

patterns should he reversed in sorne cases, fields allowed to remain fallow and w()odlots tu 

regenerate and spread. The grid has to give. Future seulement pattern,> should he 

considered in tenns of a sustainable landscape, in which thresholds of ,>cale for a single 
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Site A Before Development Site A Mer Conventional Development 

Site A Af\er ·Creatlve Development" 

Figures 5.6a.b.c. The rurallandscape - toward a sustainable urban fonn (Roseland. 
Toward Su.'îtaÎnahie Communitie.\, 19(2). 
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homestead or a smalt community and their relative self-sufficiency will he the new rncasurc 

of growth. The rumllandscape cannot accommodate existing patterns of suhurban spmwl 

indefinitely. Valuable agriculturalland as weil as wetlands.woodlots and for('sts 

characteriL.e this landscape and should be maintained. or re-establishcd. Urban growth can 

only be considered in terms of the natural systems it endeavours to support. As a rcsult. 

urban growtb will have to be considered in terms of higher density centres. ThIS fonu of 

decentralization seeks a clear distinction between rural and urban setllcment pattern!'. -

between country and city - with an emphasis on environrnental conccrns, 1 ol'<lll Y , regionally 

and globally. 

The Urban Landsc~,pe 

ln opposition to those who sought the rural landscape for thl'ir spiritual and matcrial 

well-being, urban reformers of the late 1 9th and 20th centuries advanl'Cd the notion of t hc 

Arcadian ideal in the urban seulement patterns of America's cities (Flg.4). The,>c urhan 

reformers inc1ude Fredrick Law Olmsted, Daniel Burnham and. Illore' rccently. Jane Jacoh,> 

among others. They reversed the decentralist thrust of the rural pa'itoral Ideal hy pn· ... cntillg 

a vision of a highly diversified, yet centralized, form of urbanity. LI"-e the decentml'i. thcy 

believed in a clear distinction between rural and urban seulement patterns. 

Olmsted believed that nature must permeate the character of the <:Ity. Indeed. thc 

social well-being of its citizenry was directly contingent on the amount of parks and opcn 

space available to them. His Central Par~ project in New York and hl~ lalcr work on the 

Parkway system in Boston with Charles ElIot established an urban settlcment pallern 

without precedent. Similarly, the earliest settlements typically inc\lldcu dcdicated open 

space in the village or town centre, i.e. the common, which wa .. u!'.ed for variou ... civil' 

activities. Central Park is analogous to this concept, providing a !-.ymholtc and functloual 

green space in an otherwise highly urbanized landscape. 

The mediating influence of nature was also recogni7.ed in the City Heautlful 

Movement at the tum of the century. The plan for Chicago by Daniel Burnham ~()\lght to 

reintrodllce nature into the city on a grand scale. Aesthetic issue., were important 10 thl~ 

grass-roots movement. However, the idea of urban beautification had more lo do wllh 

improving the quality of life in large towns and cltie., acros ... lhc country. Social and 

environmental issues dominated the agendas of local admimstrator'i and cilll.cn., altkc. 

Concepts like equity, social housing, health is!>ue!>, public scrVICC!-., crcatlng and 

maintaining a public realm were ail instituted as a rcsult of this movcrncnt.l~' Il wao;, 

therefore, more than an aesthetic movement. Still, L'Enfant's dCMgn for the Capital as weil 
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Hgures 5.7a.h. The urban landscapc - toward a sustainable urban form. The evolution of 
the organic city (Roseland. Toward Su'\tainahle CommunitieJ, 19(2). 
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as the work of civic designer. Camillo Siue, influenced Bumham and others in tenus of 

creating an urban morphology consistent with the ideals of this movcment. 

Jane Jacobs' Dea/h and Life of Great AmerÏl:an CiTi/!\ (196 1) \\41S a furthl'r attempt 

to address growing anli-urban attitudes in the late 1950s and 1960s. Her ddellCl' of large 

urban settlements was directed at the social diverslty of city cenlres \\ h",:h Shl' Clllllra~h,'d 10 

the ecological concept of biological diversity inherent in wctlaml ('·OIlUlIlIllItic'\. Her 

argument suggests thalthe inherent diversity in the "primitive" welland el'(lS~~tl'l1l has il 

finer grain and complexity than more mature ecosystems. 1) The ccological analogy not 

withstanding. Jacobs advanced the idea of economic diversity, ahovc cultural and "0(.'1:11 

issues as the key to a vital and meaningful urban settlement pattent. Social pro\.lJuity 

fostered economic initiative and enterprise. New and innovativc c(.'onOIlIIC ad1Vllies nHild 

be better nurtured in a socially dynamic urban context than ln the sl1hurh~. TIH.'<;c IllItiallVc" 

were seen as necessary for the future well-being of the city and thc country. Her "olullon 

supported an urb;in form lhat was based on high-dcnslty mixed land-use pallcfII" ami of 

residential activities integrated wlth commercial and l'iVIC actlvltles. Thcsc wcre IIll'diatcd 

by the street, which Jacobs saw as the locus of ail urban adivlty and the "our(.'(.' lor "oclal 

interaction. 

The significance of the 19th-century city and the rcfonns made during the carly 20lh 

century have resulted in a diverse and socially complex urban settlcrnent pattent Many of 

these reforms addressed the pressing problems of that cm and ment further cOII"ldemllon 

today. Again, the city should take into account the region that III" a part of and that urhan 

growth should not exceed its capaclty lo sustain Itself. The city Illust take "locI-. of the 

resources that it routinely draws on for Its well-being and ddine a more accurale VI"IOII of 

self-sufficiency. A conservative estimate indicates that ail urban centre reqlllre" allea~t IX 

limes its actual area to support il. ! ~ 

Urban seulement patterns should be more compact and ccntralil.cd IIllargc cclltre~ 

to reduce energy consumption and air pollution and incrcasc effiCient uc.,c of the land and il~ 

inherent resources. This will require changes in trallsJX)rtation and land lI<;C planl1lllg. III 

sorne cases, urban areas in dedine should be recycled, to rnak(' u~c of eXIc.,ting phyc.,lcal and 

social infrastructures. In other areas, land should he allowcd to rctum 10 It ... natural "Iate .. e, 

was proposed for Berkeley (Figs.7a.b.c,d).! r A compact urban infrao.,lrllclllrc allow~ for 

greater efficiency of human and rnatcrial resource<;. In tcrrn<; of a e,oclallJlfrae,tructurc, Ihe 

scale of the city should be measurcd in terme, of the cornrnumly. The comHllHilly, wtllch Je, 

based on the notion of shared values or need~, ~hould be fo<,lercd and, III tum, rcflcd thc 

diversity that characterizes urban living. New ncighbourhood~, compri<;ed pnrnarily of 

housing, should be buitt at the scale of the pedc'>lrian and include workplacc ... whcrcvcr 

103 



Berkeley in 25 to 90 years 

Berkeley in ~ 10 125 ycars 

hgurcs 5.7c.d. The urban landscape - toward a sustainable urban form. The evolution of 
thl' or~anic dtv (Rost.'land. Toward Sll\talnah/c Communitie.\, 1992). 
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possible. However. the cornmunit) extends beyond the human cornmunit) fonlll'd b) 

socio-economic and political processes to include the biological comnmnity. fonncd hy 

na tu rai processes of selection. ecological transition and di\'t.'rslt) 

The Middle L.ndsl·~'I)(' 

Imagine an urban countryside, a highly varied hut hlimalllll'(\ landscapl' Il i ... 
neither urban or nIral In the old sense, sm cc houses. \Vorkplacc~ .. 1Ild placl''; nf 
assembly are set arnong trees. farrns. and strcams Wlthlll Ihal ('Xll·lI.;i\'l' 
countryside. there is a network of small. rntenslve urhan t'l'lIlrc" Thl~ coul1l1')'""It.' 
is as functionally intncate and mtcrdcpendcnt a<; any conll·rnpor.lf) l'II) l" 

The middle landscape described by KevlIl Lynch and other.; .... mu ... 1 al'curall'ly 

depicted by the rniddle school of orgamc thought (Jf Ebene/cr Howard. Clarellce Slelll. 

Lewis Mumford and others. Proponents of this VICW have advocated a halalll'cd 11Il'rarl'hy 

of urban and rural settlements of a smaller ~cale. In a regional land ... capc thal '" holh dl\'l·r .... l· 

and accommodating a" weil as ordered and cIvIl (Fig.5). ThIs vlew alo,;o propo .... l· ... lhal 

individual concem<; must be balanced by societal concem .... which are e ... pre"'''l'd 1110<.,1 

c\early in urban clVlhzation. 

The precedents for tlus vlew are Imkcd 10 Ihe hl<;lory of human "elllelllenl 11\ gelll'ral 

but continue to evolve as civlhzation changes Mumford hehevcd Ihal ut halllly hall l'vol Vt.'d 

from the villages ta the "polts" clty-slale, to the metropolitan. and la<.,tlY.lo the 

megalopolitan stage. of which Ihe latter two wcre un,>u ... lalllable (a theory lïr<;1 .\llvalll'l'd hy 

Patrick Geddes). Slmilarly in AmerÏl'a, the evolution of uroan ... cnll'Illen\<" h.,,, .,dvalll'l'd lu 

the megalopolitan era, which hlstorically. as HI thc ca<;c 01 ROlllc. Icd 10 11<; OWII dCIIII';C. 

Mumford believed thal American socIety wOllld ad vance 10 emhracc the poil'" l'ily ... Ialc 

model in a cycle of oroanic and ecolooical orowlh 1 ;' Proœedinu 'rom Ihe carl)' <.,ellll'meni ".. t:'" ~ t:"t. t"'I 

patterns of New England.this ... ettlement pattern would re ... crnhlc lhe polt" l'ily .... lall" of 

well-managed re8\Onai urban centre., lhal emphmucd el'ologlcal alld cultural 1<., .... lIC~ 

The mlddle landscape l'an abo he 1 j kcncd to Ihl' (iardcn Ct Iy lorH.Cpl fi r .... 1 ad, Illl'l'lI 

by Ebenezcr Howard and Illcmbcrs of Ihe New TowlI'> Movernc\ll The New Town ... in 

America. based loosely on Howard'!, model, had a '>Igllllïcant 1 mpacl on the way America 

perceived ils detennined place Ifl thc land ... capc HI an Ill<:reél,>ingly Inuu .... tnailled cl'ollorny 

Of these Christen,>en noted: 

.---- ----------
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figures 5.8a.b.c. The regional landscape - toward a sustainable urban form. Puget sound 
at present. in t}1~ future under current planning practices. and in the future incorporating 
"Vision 2020". a plan that proposes compact centres with strong growth boundaries 
(Roselalld. Toward Su\winahle lommunitie.\. 1992). 
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Because the)' [new towns1 present positive alternatives to CUITent pattl'm!-- . 
because they are holist!r. and hecal1se the~ are demonstratlOns of al'hie\'ahlt' end". 
the new towns l'an be powerfullcaders ln dlrec~ing the culture "long ne\\' hnt"_ 
This is their potentia\. ! ::;) 

If we are heading into a healthy ecological/cultural cycle i nto the 21 sI n~nlul) . a.., MlIlllford 

predicted, then the Garden City concept has profound valldity. Unlikl' Howard, who 

advocated a specifie size for these ne\\- towns. Mumford and other~ hehcwd that ,\ 

settiement should not be pre-detennmed but should be detenmned in rdatlon III t11l' rt'glOlI 

which must support that settlement 

The notion of the mlddle landscape, \lf balanced urban reglons e'{tends <lcm" ... 11lt' 

landscape. ernphasizing the connectedness of nature and humamly (Flgs Sa,h.cl Il 

ernphasizes neither a rural nor an urban seulement pattern bllt exhlblts aspect,> of hoth. 

Nature would dorninate sorne areas while urhan form would oorninale oth('r ... Ahoyc ail. 

the resulting seulement pattern endeavours to promote a sustainable land~ca,x' 1 Œ.'a Il y , 

regionally and globally. 

III The Critical Agenda Two Vi .. ws of tht., WOI·ld 

The Arcadian vIsion has taken on a more complex foml. cxprc~scd 11\ tcrms 01 

promoting economic. societal and envlronmental well-being. Thi ... VI<;IOII ha ... re<;ullcd in a 

new awareness of the social ar.d cnvlfonmental con!>cquellcc,> of our collcctlve world VICW 

The capitalistlindustnal order. established lJl thc 19th ccntury and ha ... cd on cconOllllC wcll 

being as a natIonal irnperative. has perhaps nm its course. Thc rcail/.allolllhal .,()t'Idal alld 

environmental well-being should take precedent. or at Ica"t he (.'Ollll'Idcnt wlth CCOIlOIllIC 

well-being, has gained a broad audience. The Idca of rc-~trllctllflng soclcly to addn.''''> 

these concems is only \0 Ils early ~tages. Relatcd paradigm~ arc helllg ... ought to rcplace Ihe 

existing order. American society is slowly adoptmg an inherently dJffcrcnt vlew of Ihc 

world from the fonner capitalistlindustrial order, one that ernpha~lIe\ a rnovcrncnlloward 

an ecologically minded society. The argument ha!> bccn made thal,>ocicuII and 

environmental well-bemg cannot be advanced within the cXI .. ting ordcr wtllch 1 ... ha,>cd on a 

materialist notIon of progress. 1 ~~ Indeed the very notion of progrc,>" 1'> hcing rcdclincd. 

There are Iwo views on thls. One. ba~ed on thc lraditl(mal paradlgm 01 progrc ...... 

holds that accelerating matenal growth will evcntually crealc a hcttcr world for ail 

Industrial society will change, in response to envlronmental and ,>oclal l'>'>UC'>, hui only 10 

maintain the existing order. High technology and material amucncc will continue 10 drlvc 
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Figures 5.9a,b. Societnl mechanisms in "nature's nation" (Rossi. The Architecture of the 
Cuy. 1984). 
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the economy and ensure the long-term stability of America. and the world, Tht' othl'r \ 'l'\\ 

holds that we are entering a new period of growth and change, hascd 011 the ,1Iea that we 

are already a part of an emerging post-indllstrial society. The need for a new paradlgm ,<, 

advanced by this view. one that recogmzes that econOllllC growth has hnllts - wlth social 

and environmental consequences, Christens\!n argues that these two views arc dt'cldcdly 

different with far-reaching implications on long Lerm objectives of sustainab,hty , \ Th~Sl' 

two views can he characteriz~d as "Post-Industrial i"m-as-a-Servlcc-Slx·icty". hy Kahn and 

"Post-Industrialism-as-a-more-Self-Reliant Society" by Marien Thl' impltl'atlon<, of 

Kahn's view suggest: 

Increasingly sensate (empirical. utihtarian. contractual. hcdoni~tll') l'ulturc~: 
bourgeois and bureaucratie elites; centralization of cconomic and pohtil'al pOWl'r: 
accumulation of scientific and technical knowlcdge; institutlonalll,lllOn 01 
technological change, research and innovation; increasing ITlIlitary l'apahihly; ftlrther 
westemlzation and industrialization; increasing affluence and lCI~llre: populatIOn 
growth; urban and suburban sprawl changing to megalopoli; decrea~lIlg value 01 
primary and secondary occupatIons toward tertiary occupations: incrca<;lllg lilcracy, 
'knowledge' industry and intellectual c1ass; innovativc and malllplllatlvc socml 
engineenng, I.e., rationality increasingly apphed to social. polttJcal, cultural and 
economic worlds, and: increasing universality of this mullifold trend and tIlcrca<;lIIg 
tempo of change 111 ail of the above.-'1 

Altematively, the implications of Marien's view suggest: 

Cuitural movement toward a synthesis of spiritual and se(,lIlar, "rational" and 
"nonratlOnal"; industnal cra paradigms questioncd, i.e., rcductiomst modcl<;, Illorc 
use of holistic methods to cope with complexltlcs; mstltutionalizatlOn of 
technological assessment, emphasis on appropriate technologies; mcrca<;Îng 
emphasis on self-help, participation, questioning profe!'!'J()nal,,; IIlcrcased clt()rt~ 10 
reverse the trend to militarism m ail cultures, developmcnt of glohal pcacc-"ccplllg 
structures; mcreasing effort to limit domination of We'\tern cullure and allow 
survival of mdigenous cultures: decrcasmg matcnal afflucncc as co..,t!. 01 
overdevelopment exceeds benefits, quality of life rncasures dcvclopcd; dccrea~JI)g 
rate of world population growth; dechmng lIrbaniLation III rich natlon<; and growlh 
of nonmetro areas ; environmental costs includcd in a ncw and morc holl"llc 
measllres of "growth" and "progress"; stability or dcclrne In servlcc ..,cclor /lIore 
emphasis on self-reliance, part-lime employment, job shanng, .,mall farrm or partly 
self-sufficient homeslcads; new occupational catcgoncs nccc'..,.latcd; crnpha..,..., 011 

human needs-oriented definition of "progress"; seriou!. consIderation of 
preferred alternative futures replacing forecastrng; incrcaslIlg 1I111versahly of 

thls multifold trend and increasing lempo of change in ail of the abovc." 

80th views address changing settlement patterns in term" of incrcascd urnaflll.ation. 

Kahn implicitly supports the idea of further centralil.ation of institution,> and ,>crviccc., with a 

more adaptable and responsive infrastructure. The idea of the megalcllxlli.., hc.,t descrihcs 
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ECONOMY 

hgllres 5.1 Oa.b. The Arcadlan vIsion. ln sacred and sccular fonns. of a synthetic view of 
nature and hllmanity (Tod and Wheeler. Utopia. 1978. and; Epp. after Hancock. 1992). 
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this pattern of growth. Manan supports the idea of urhan decentr.lhlatloll ha"cd on the 

necessary fragmentation of institutions and semccs. The Idea of the cIty-country "cal hl'st 

describes this pattern of gro\\ th. 

The trend toward decentr-llizatlOn has been made mnst e\'ldent III 11ll' ~n," 1Il~ 

Ilumber of edge clties outslde of our major urban centres Ho" l·\'er. thl· ... l· Ill'\\ ~lIhllrhan 

centres do not support the notIons of growth and change accordlllg tl' cltlll'r paradl~1Il 

outlined above. The ne" spatIal order of lhesr seUlemenl pattem~ appl·.lr 10 ... uppllrl yl'l 

another order. nalllely that of a new middle realm The edge city. Wllldl 1" a pnxtuct of 

indivldual enterprise, can he mterpreled as an carly forenmncr of a ne\\ ~llCIO pobtlcal 

realit)', even if il appears misguided at thls pOll1t 111 time Retail mali ... a~lde, there arc a 

growing number of cultural. recreational .md rommerctal fUHction .... mll lII ... tlllltlom Ihal 

appear to escape easy categonzation. These are indeed a producl of an l'volving ~Ol'll'l) 

Optlmistically. the l'dge ciltes of today .Ire bul carly eVldenœ of a paradlg'nalll' ... 11111 1101\\ 

the capitutist/industnal order Howeyer. the cdge cIty share~ a l'0ll11l10n grollml \\'Ilh Ihl' 

late capltahst/indu~tnal order III that It has fatll'd, even III ils carly ... tage ... 01 growth. 10 have 

addressl'd social and cnvironmentallssues. To Ihl~ end, Ih ... Arl'adlan ~'I"'IOIlI1l.,} agalll 

provide the basls for positive social and envirolllllcntaichangc 11110 Ihe 2 "'1 cenlury hy 

providing mùdels for Il sustainable and viable urban fonn. 

Of Modcls and Mt.'chanisUls 

From the earltest settlements of Amenea ln the 171h l'enlury to lhe CiardclI Cilie ... 

and sllburbs in the 20th century, the American urban sdllcment expcr iellcc ha" rcllcd on 

mode\s of what constituted good urban !>pacc and ronu The cart:c~1 O!odel.., were drawlI 

from the European experiencc includmg, mosl notably, Ihe l..ilw\ olthl' Indll'\ alld pcrhap ... 

ending with the Garden City concept Thesc modeb <,erved a ... lhe ba<'l ... lor urballl/lng the 

American landscape. The models them~e1ves, wcrc paradlgrnatic III thal Ihey rellec\cd il 

particular view of humanity's detcrmined place on the laml ... capc The Arcadliln VIWHI, 

expressed in the American ",cttlement cxpenencc, wa~ par.lcularly <'Iglllfïcanl hecau<,e Il 

inherently supported the idea that spcclfie ~cttlcmcnt pattcm~ have hccn gClleralor ... lor 

societal and environmental reronn. 

The "mechanisrns" that advanccd thc urban ~cttlemcnl expenem:c III Amcrrca wcrc 

primarily those broughl wlth the carly ~cttler., (rlg .... 9a,h). The ... c rncchanr.,rn<, eOllld hc 

defined as the means with which a particlIlar IIldivldual or group advanccd Ihclr indlvldual 

and societal well-being, that IS, those fostcred ln an in<,lilutlonal <,cUlng, The carly cultural, 

social and politlcal mechani~m~ were the church and the commumty hall (ollcn thc <,allle 
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building) and the school. A~ settlements became larger, the needs of the settlers were met 

with rclatcd .,mall-c;cale commercial functions. Only later did the civil' hall and various 

govcmmcntal huilding~ becorne significant to the emergmg settlement patterns Ex.ceptions 

not with<;tandmg, thc mechanism<; that provided the moral, social and economic support 

wcre ail cornmunlty-ccntred institutIOns. These allowed for the full participation of the 

cOrlllllumty at the Icv'~1 of thc individual . The carly institutions were ideological and 

aulhontarian by today~ standards, however, the y provided the early settlers wlth a shared 

Vi"'lOlI of thclr detennined place on the landscape. These rnechantsms were advanced as 

Amcncan society cvolvcd. During the mid 19th century, with the progress made m 

IOdllstnal production, thcse mechanisms alone could not serve the individual's or the 

cOrllml1mty'~ need~ and new mechantsms and institutional structures became part of the 

<;cttlement expenence. As a result, new institutions were created that addressed economic 

COflccm~ ovcr cultural, ~()cIaL palitical and even environmental concems. These have 

prcvallcd. 

The argullIcnt has been IOtrodllced th al the capltalistJindustrial order. and its 

attcndant vallle~ are bcmg addres~ed from a radically different point of view. A view that 

~tres<;e" cultural. social. pohtical and environmental well-bcing. ft represents a 

l'ountershift. away from the eXlsting ordcr, to a view that emphasil.es qualitative rather than 

quantitative value~ of growth and change. Il recognizes the needs of the individual and 

those of the l'ommllnity as weil as the mechanisms that allow those values to be reahzed. 

A':. ':.ul'h, thi~ VICW share ... ~mlÎlar mechanisms with those of the earlier scltlement 

experiellCC'. ThiS vlew also shares similanties with traditional models for reahziilg good 

urhan fonll today. It wOllld he naive ta suggcst a retum to a former state of belOg. as 

though we could venture héiCk ln tHne. However. there is growing evidence that !'upports 

the vic\\' that a l'ounter~llIft from thc capitalist/industnal order Will neccssltate American 

society to retllln"- progrcss and detennine at what point in ils hi~!0:-'j il lost sight of Ils 

dl'lcfIlllncd plal'C as an expression of it~ indlvidual and collective value~. 

To this end, the modcls outhned m the preceding section are an altempt to provide a 

Illcalllngful basis from whlCh to proceed. Thc Arcadian archetypal models of rural 

dcccntralizatlOn. of urban dlverslty and of balanced urban reglOns provide further insight 

on how to rcalilc mcanmgflll urban growth. This nollon is based on the fact that the 

Amcril'an settlement cxpencnce has a tradition of seeking appropriate visions of lIrbanity to 

guide it~ growth. And while tradihonal models have to be "re-invented" to be Viable into 

thc 2 bt CC'ntury. thc mechanisms will also have to be reconsidered. Indeed. the 

Illcchanisl11s. which allow our society to fllnction in one fonn or another will require 
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fundamental change. The cntical mechamsms tha! nl.'cd to he addœssed art.' thUSl' th.lt 

govem our economic. social and environmentat w·:II-bcing. 

The economic restmctunng of societ) should retlect the trl'TH.I tO\\ ,ml .\ 

decentrahzed economy. The cconomic power stmctures. willeh wen.' l't.'ntrall/ed in Ihl' 

capitalist/ IOdustnal order. are changing to accommodate secondaf) and !l'rtl:!r) l'COlIlllllll'". 

reflecting a trend from national to reglonal and local econOlllle alltonOIll) With tlll~. local 

communities are changing. Decentralilt'd econOlllle~ pernul a l'Omnulllit) to hl'collle 1Il00e 

self-reliant and self-ddcnlllning wlth slglllficant "octal Ifnpheatlun~ 

In the new decentrist social paradigm. there can he 110 l'\Ceplionalntll" \\-Ith thl' 
misfits and problems of lIrhan-mdllstnal "oclety relegated to other', to l'onh.'nd \\'Ith 
... Thus thc purposc of production. as wcll as Ils scale. 15 a SOCIal l ""Ill' 111 the Ill'\\' 

paradigm .... Proponents of this vlew argile the import:nK'l' of work Iwyond the 
proviSion of prodllcts and services for conslll11ption and cmpha"""t' Ih ('''''('IIII,IIIOll' 
m rcahzlT1g onc'" humamty and in blllldmg commulllly among mell and \\'OIlWll. 

The consequences of this trend slIggest locali/cd 1I1"litultollS thal Me repre .... entatlve 01 Ihe 

commllTllty's matenal and human rc~ource~. Begiilllmg perhap .... wlth tlll' lllwn hall, 

instltulional foml could again becomc the basic butldmg blo<.'k of a dl veN.' ,md hlt'r,lrdllcal 

community structure. In addition, the wor\...placc ~h()llid be reeon"'ldc..'red to IIll'lud\.' 

technologies fitlmg to the localc and to the rcglOn However. thl" l'an happl'II only 

gradually hecal1~e the m~tllre of thc workplace will be changing ""Iglllfil'alltly lI\ er the nl'xl 

decade. The rcslllting land use pattcms sllggc~t localil.cd workplal'e ..... wllh cOlllllleR'lal and 

light industrial activlty integratcd i\1to the commul1lty .... truclllrl' a .... weil 

The envlronmcntal agenda facing ... ociety today is mueh more cOl11plex and 

sophlsticated than 1 t wa!> some two dtcadc~ ago The ... eulement pattern .... 01 1 hl' 1 III url' 

should advancc lhe hoh~hl' vicw of ,>ustainability, of a broader cC<>loglcal VICW, ,md nol 

simply that of a landscapc ethlc. 

The city can also be imagined as an ccosy"tern. Such a concept provide ... a 100110 
understand the cornplex relations nclwccn hllrnan a('llvllle .... and Ihe envlronrncnl, 
and how commumtics can organllc thclr actlvltic<i to mect human necd ... and bcnclil 
the environ ment. .. We can al,>o ,>ee how these actlvillC'> can he reor~al1l/ed and 
rcintegrated wlth natural proccs~cs to Itlcrca"e the clliclcncy 01 rc"ourcc u ... c 1 human 
and matcriall. thc recyclmg of wa"tc~, and the con"ervallon 01 energy 

The environment today mcludes both natllral and hUlllan ... y,>lcrn .... , hellcc Ih cOlllplexlly. 

The implications of this vlew 'illgge~1 more compreh~n~1 ve con,>ervallon IIIca ... lIrc .... and 

preservation of agricultural land. mlcgratcd land u<;c plan ning (dcn"er patlcm" of "clllcmcni 

in sorne areas, none at ail in othcr arca~), cffort,> 10 !>afeguard watcr and :tlr (rcdlll'cd 
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cun<;umptlOn of fos~il fuelc" i.e. less automobile dependence), greater self-reliance on 

rcncwable cllcrgy .;,ourccs and reduced consumption and waste The commumty structure 

muc,t go th;ollgh a penod of "greening.,,:=-r::; The emerging instltutlon<; would 1I1clude re

cydmg ccntrc~, local encrgy plants, food production centres, and locahzed transit .;,tations 

to name bul a few. Sorne of the~e new instltutlOnal forms would re<;pond 10 e~labhshed 

cultural patlern~ and othcrs to environmental pattern~ in terms of the ovcrall communil~ 

.,lructure Urban settlemcnt patterns would grow, according 10 cultural as weil a~ natural 

forcc~ I,argt urban ~ettlcmcnts may dcclme in population and once busy industnal areas 

may hl' rcdmmcd permancntly hy the processes of natural succession . .":.'(' 

The ~()cial agenda for rc~lructunng society would reqlllrc a new defimtioll of 

COllllllUlllly wlth an emphasis on aceommodatmg ail of its cltizenry. Equityandjustice 

.,Imuld gllldc thl~ cf~ort. The instltutional reforms touched on above, should play a greater 

role If) thls proces~ Thc ImplicatIOns of this view suggest a grcater emphélsis 011 mdlvidual 

autollorny and ~elf-aetuahzation. Citizcns with mode st IIlcomc, those \\ho are physically 

di.,advanlaged. <;mgle parent famllies as weil as extended families should be able to 

IIlll'gralc 11110 Ihe cOllllllumty through the proviSion of a grealer range of hO'.lsmg options. 

Related servlcc~ <;uch as childcare faclhtles. adult leaming centres and rcereatlOn and health

care facditle~ nced to addresscd wlthin the contcxt of a diverse commumty as weil. 

The mechani~Tm neccssary to realize eeonomlc. envlronmental and social rcfonn 

<;hould <.,upport the relaled aims of creating a sustamable urban and rurallandscape. And 

wh de lJI.,tltutlonal reform IS neces~ary III ail aspects of society. effort~ should be made by 

indlvldual cihLens and community groups in order to rcalile these goals. Ta the notion of 

"Ihink globally. actlocally" wc should add "thlllk l'Jeally. aet loeally". Therefore. 

instilutional refoml must begm at home. 

RceInventing the Arcadian Vision 

Thcre is a certain sadness in the fact that westcm civllization scems to have become 
lockcd mro an economlc system that demands constantly lTlcreasmg matenal 
growth, whilst ncglcctmg spiritual and moral growth. We seem addicted to wantmg 
more and more thmgs for more and more people. insisling upon quantity rather th an 
quality. and thcrcfore destroylllg the very quahty that makcs IIfe worthwhile .. ,. 
Wc nCl'd to frec ourse\ves from an etha<; thal always demands materi31 answers. 
whcn the root causes of our dlfficultic~ are moral and spiritual :'-; 

The Arcadtan VIsion tïr~t expressed by Ihe Hellelllst and J~Jdeo-Christian writers 

has sUfVlved in Western thought m secular and sacred fonn as an ideological reference of 

l'onsldcrahle IInport The ArcadJan viSion endeavours to glve evidence of the idea that 
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nature should be respectcd and that hurnanit) 's pllrpo~.: l'an bl'~t bl' lIIH.ter'lllpd Ihrough 

nature. As weil, the moral foundation of the Arcadlan \'islon n'mali\'. .I~ a ha~ls for hUIll.1Il 

conduct and action on our en\"1ronment and hm .Inl one another SlI'-l.lI nable dl" l'loPllIl'lll. 

as a contempomry IIlterpretatlOn of the Arc.ldl<lIl \'1~lon .... uggl''>IS PO"lll' l' ch.mge th.lt dm-" 

not undemll ne the ecologl cal and "octal sy,>tem!-. lIpllll \\ luch l.·UllllllllIUlll'" .\IIt! 'l ll'Il'I \ a Il' 

dependent. Il impIJes a holt"tlc \'Ie\\- of humamty and It~ delemlllll'd placl' A .... ""ch. Il 

offers a phJlo<;ophical and '1 practlcal frarnewor\... 10 proceed UpOIl 10 Il'.lllll' IlIl',lIl1llglul 

urban and suburban growlh (Flg~.IOa.b) 

The archclypal dl~tinctlon~ bclween cIty .md countl) ot'fer Importanl L'lm'" Oll ho\\ 

to proceed. however. new defimtlon<; of Wh.lt con'>lItllte ... lIleamngful or appropn.lll.' IlIh.11l 

form would also have to be explorcd Il IS troubhng to <;ee hO\\ tIHN.' .... haled "~mhol,, pl .1 

particulal' social order have been misappropriated III lhe rcccnt eV\llullon 01 Allll'llCall 

urbamty Those ~,ymbols wlllch provlded coherence and l'llllllllOn 1Ill.':llllllg III dl.'lï III IIg 

humanity's place in "nalure's natIon" have hcen eroded hoth 111 phY!-.lcal alld "pmlllai Il'rm<; 

Ta thi~ end, the Arcadwn viSIOn can ~er\'l' a~ ail I{kologlcal rl'lC;"ellCl' loward " lI11flllall\T 

dls,-ourse on the future well-bcmg of Amencan lIrbamly and ~oClcl} Ilo\\l'vl'r. wllh 

econOllllC growlh and <;oclelal weil-hem!,"!, ~IIII bClIlg ll1ea~url'd III tjuanlitallvl' ralhl'r Ihan 

qualitative lerm~. slIstainahlc alternatIve.., may only appcar "Iowl) 

A new awareness of the implications of ~lI ... lalJlabJllty mu.,t becollle part of Ihl' 

planm ng and de~lgn prof c~slOn~ ral..,on d'ct rt' Hm·vcver. Illealllnglui grovi th dol''' lIul 

cOincide with unbollndl'd growth a~ Suburbia glve., eVldenrc 10 Su.,lalllahdlly 1 III pl Il''' .111 

oplimum relallOnship and ~ILl' III tl'ml., of urban dl'velopmcllt COIIICH!lllg wllh hlllll.1I1 :lIId 

natural developml'nt. The hllman body stop" 10 grow. a trcc reache.., a n.llllrai helghl .. 1 

prcune forest reaches a mature .,talc, hut whal abOli! the City') "Old "l'hool" ceOlloll\",h .111<1 

urban theonsts pOSlt that optimum rclahon..,hlp<; do 1101 eXI.,1 for l'Ille ........ lIh <lIVI .... OIl<.,. 

mar\...els, econonllc enterpn ~c and tn~tlllltIOn.,. and thal u rhan growlh 1<" 1101. hy Il t'l'l,.,.., 1 1 y. 

bounded . ...:::, Today. thcre IS a .,hared recognilion of an emerglflg <"c1 01 vaille" III po..,1 

industnal society and a growlllg convlcllon that Wl' cannot COlltllllll' 10 rcaille COIlVl'lllJOllal 

patterns of urban growth 1J~lflg econorme and plannlllg rrJodcl., that arc hall a celltllry old. 

Suburbw of today I~ not sustallMblc in Ih cllrrcnt tortn alld Will requlre enllcal 

reconslderatlon. Apologlst~ for thi,> form of lIrhamly ..,hould he <IIlIDlI;! the Iir<,1 !o .,peak of 

il~ mherent Itmltatlon~ rathcr them to jU<,llfy lt" eXI..,lcnce 011 ac.,thcllc lentl" and cOlldIIIOIl'>. 

Suburbia IS far from representHlg "pamdl'>c rcgalIlcd" ft 1.., the ilntllhe..,i.., of the ArcadJaIl 

vision made manifest on the American landseapc. Altcmatlvely. It ha<, hecll "howlI Ihal 

traditional pattems of urban growth in the Amem:an ..,cUlclTlenl cxpcncncc rcfled ArcadJall 

1 1 1 



• 

• 

prernl<'C\ ln that they glve eVldence for a synthetlc view of nature and urbamt). Traditlonal 

urnan typologie,> can mfonn our effort,> to create sustamablc urban landscapes that are 

<,oclally JlI~t, phY<'lcally beautiful and envlronmentallv sound. However. thelr 

appropnatlon HIlI,>t be cxamtned more clo~ely ln hght of today'.; pre,>smg "oclal. cconornlc. 

,lIld CI1Vlnmmcntal CO!lccrm And la"tly, thc planmng and deSIgn profe~~lOn<.,. In 

partlcular. Illu"t cmbrace a broadcr and Illore sustamablc vi sion of the Earth wc i nhablt. 

What we have lo,>t III the la~t gencrdtlon is the assurance and with It the capacJty - or 
the tcmcnty - to contnve utoplU'>. ft 1<; of no u<,e trying to re<;urrec( the vamshed 
form<;. bcautlful though thcy may have bCCTr thclr hlstoncalJustIfïcatlOn 1<; gonc. 
Ali that wc can now do is to prodU'~e landscapes for unpredictable men where the 
Iree élnd dcmocratlC mtercourse of the Jeffcrsoman landscape can ~omehow be 
comhmcd wlth thc mtcnse .. clf-a\\ areness of the solitary Romantlc The cXlstential 
land<,capc. wlthout ab<;olutcs. wlthout prototypes. dcvotcd to change and mobIllty 
and the frec confrontation of mcn. 15 alrcady takmg fonn around liS .. lt ha~ vltaltt)' 
hut It I~ nCllher phy~lcally beautlful or socmlly JUSt. Our own Amencan past has an 
mvaluable les"on to tcach us' a coherent. workable landscape evolves where there IS 
a coherent dcfimtlon not of man but of man's relatIon to the world and hls fl'llow 
man. 'J 

'1'0 this end. the Arcadian VIMon clearly points the way . 
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