
.' 

J 

... 
.". 

c-

J. 
(J 

" 

" \ 

John 

J 

, , 

st .. r~ Mill' B Autobiogr:aphy: A Stuliy 

by 

Lydia McMahon 

• <, 

, 
,1 

~ 

" Department of English 
" & " 

~ 

" 

May, 1.97:3 

,,\ 
.1 



( 

e. 

, . ' 
JOHN STUA~T MI:c1'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY: 

~ A 
STUDY' OF 

A P-qOMINENT 

NINETBENTH'C~NTURY INTELLECTUAL'S . 
SELF-DEVELOPMENT, CONSIDERED IN THE 

LITERARY TERMS OF THE AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL GEN~E .. 

't 

- BY 

-LYDIA L. McMAHON 

, 

SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF GRADUATE STuDIES- ANb RESEARCH 

. IN PARTIAL FULFI1MENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS ~ . . . 
FOR THE DEGREE OF MAS~R 0," ARTS IN THE 

DEPARTMÊNT OF ENGLISH ' 

McGI11· ÙNIVERSI TY 

MAY, 1973 

û 

" 

. "-. \ ~ 



" 

Abstract 

Mill' s Autobioeraphy developed in resp.onse to three important 
'./, 

events in his Iife: the possibility of an early death, the death 
o 

of his wife, and his retirement from public life. If the genesis 
. 

of the Autob:iogr~ is l!flusual, so is i ts structure, which had 

an evolution of i ts o'tm. The autobiographical impulse at i ts best 

seeks for a si~ificant pattern in the experiences of a life, and 

this Mill's autobiography does. Mill's "m~ental crisis" and personal 

reIati'onshi ps .broupht p-reater insight into the theoretJcal . , 

considerations his trained mind de'[eloped. His approach to the ( 
~ , ,~ 

basi c prob-lems of humani ty was the resul t of careful philosophical '~, 

enquiry tempered by the reali ties oÎ experience. His Autobiography 
1 

is an account of his personal and philosophical odyssey. 
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Le Sommaire 

L'Autobiographie de J.S. 'Mill prit forme sous la pression 
1 

.... 

, 

des trois événements 'les plus marquants de sa vie, lesquels 

étaient la probabilite" dhune mort pré'mature'e, la mo~t de sa femme, 
. 

et sa retraite de la vie pUbl,ique. Si la genèse de !!' Autobiographie 

est insoli te sa s·tructure ne l'est pas moins: elle avai t une 

{vol ution toute 'Iparticul ière. Le moteur autobiographi que est a 
son pl us Pllissant· quand il ,cherche 'à trouver un dessin dans les 

exn~riences d'une viè, et c'est ce.que Mill fait. 1'1- vit ,ses - . . . 
consi de'rati on~ théori ques souf? la iumière de la crise de sa 

~ . 
histo1re intellectuelle, et de ses relations avec leI:! autres. SOR-

att;i tude envers 'le~ problèmes fondamen~aux de l' humani -té étai t le 

ré'sul·tat de l' interrogatio~ 'philosophique tempe'ré paT' les réali te's 

de l' expéri ence vécue." Ains'i, 1 son Autobiographie est le compte 
, 

rendu de son odyssee personelle et philosopni'que. 
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I: Introductton 

John stuart Mill' s Autobiograph;y; posthumously published in 

1873, appeared at a time when the' genre was becoming increasingly 
- , 

. popular _~ The spate of autobiographies' in the second half of the 

nineteenth centu'y contrasts wi th the pauci ty in the first half. 
o 

The genre pro~essed slowly owing te- a neglect mùch earlier in 
J 

publishing autobiographical wri tings. "The seventeenth ~entury, " 

Waldo Dunn observes, "produced a considerable number of autobio-

p-raphical documents few of which were l gi ven to the publi c until 
) , 

weIl in to the eighteenth ~d nineteenth centurie's _,,,2 

Thwarted in i ts q..wn A;~ of deJlelopment, autobiography spread 

i,t; in~l uence to other genres. In (the art of biography, B08well 

éstablished the~u!o.biographical method 'by following i t in his 

Li fe of .Dr. Johnson (l 79'1) _ Boswell incorporated letters ,and 
, J 

,conver~ations of' his subject into his text;· as weIl as anecdote's 

and con temporary recollections. In 1805, Wordsworth completed.. his 

auto~iographical poem The Prelude, which he subti tled "Growth Of' 

A Poet' s M,ind." In' fiction, there were attempts ta use autobio­

p-raphical materials to produce fictional autobiographies, such as 
. 

John Galt's Annals of the Parish (1813) and Disraell's idealized . 
.... "" . 

self-portrai t Vi vian Grey ('1826). The materiala of a. li fe offered 

'4\ 

1 Kei th Rinehart, "T~ Victorian Approach to Autobiography," 
Modern PhilologY, LI ('ebruary 1954)" 'pp. 177-186. • 

.2 Eng1iah Bio&aphy (London, 1916'), J,J'. 139. 
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créative possibili t:i,.es that contri buted to another off-shoot 

~~. autobiogr.phiea~ novel, 'Yhich has steadily gained ground sinee 

the nineteenth century. This development, in its early stages, 

leaned towards thinly veiled revelation as in Lady Caroline Lamb' s 

Glenarvon (1816) detail ing ner affair wi th Byron, or Lady Morgan' s 

Florence Macarthy (18J.8) vilifying a disparagiI7E critic. 
/ 

The earlier interest in self-study had been satisfied by the 

re,ading of . 'li ves' as exemplars in the art of living. J. S. Mill, 

tao, could reca~l obtaining 

poeti~ culture of tl1&. most valuable kinâ, by means ' 
of reverential admitW'tion for the lives and characters 
of heroic pers ons ; especially the heroes of philosophy. 
The' seme inspi ring effect which SÇ> many of the 
benefactore of mankind have left on record that they 
had experienCed from Plutarch t s Lives, was produced 

, on me by Plato'e pictures of Socrate's, and by some 
modern biographies, above aIl by Condorcet' s Life of 
Turf0't; a book weIl calculated to rouse the beet 
sor of enthusiasm, since i t èontains one of the 
w1sest and noblest of lives, delineated by one-of 
the wisest and nobl..e.st of men. 'The heroic virtué 
of these ,glorious representatives of the opin~ona 
wi th which l sympathized, ... deeply affected me, and 
l perpetually l'ecurred' to them as others do 1( to a. 
favauri te poet, whén needing to be c.arried up int~ 
the more elevated regions of feeling and thought • 

. -

3 (utobi~&a.~hY (Naw York:. Columbia Uni verei ty Pr~as, 1924), 
p. 79. ilt re ere~ces in the text, hence;forth placed in parentneses 
after tpe qU9("tation, are ci·ted from the Columbia edi tion. -the 
defini tive on~ ,till supérleded by Jaok St111inger' a edi tion (Boston, 
1969) based 'on the' Columbia_holograph mss. The lateat re-ed1ting 
of MilIta vritlngs in the Co1.leoted Worka of John stuart Itill ' 
(Toronto:. University' of Toronto Press) biûl not -yet ]Nblishea the 
'ttOb10grarhy• For Jlt purpoaes,.I have ~ound that th~ 1924 
e' l'Elon vi 1 suf1ice. 
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The times, hOliever, were changing. Wayn.e Shumaker drawa attention . 
to the impetae autobiography received t:rom the "decay of amoral 

imperati ve against frankness {jhieJiJ continued throughout the 

.J' roma.n1iic period and by the middle of the nineteenth century was 
\ 

~rofound. "4 Truth could now have freer play. The whole 'DIan, 

rather than hi,s heroie image, became thé focua of the life-story, .. 
A 'philosophical change in outlook was the natural consequence, 

andf'i t not only encouraged au-tobio~aphy still further but also 

- " affected its content. The resulting Inter~t in the proce~8.of 

"intellectual or affectivé becoming" Shumaker relates to the 

s. growth of philosophical determinism in the nineteenth century: 

.. 

, 

In earlier centuries lite was viewed as actions 
perfonned and decisions arri ved 'st; and' wri tten 
lives, in the form of ~ gestae, followed the 
philosophical assumption. But when determinism 
began i~creasingly, .and. among authOTS, almost . 
regularly, to be postulated of human life, ss 

.. weIl as of nonhuman nature, autobiogr~phers ... -
Many of whom, like Darwin, Huxley, Galton, Bray, 

'Mill, Spencer, and Wallace, were el, ther scientiste 
or scienti fic philosophers -- began to feel i t 
their dut Y ~ot only to describe how the individual 
life was li ved, but also to explain why i t vas 
necessarily li ved so and not otherwise. Heredi tary 
and environmental influences now assumed the 
cen trali ty which had formerly' been accorded ~o 
actione and observations; and tne materials, as 
weIl s.s the Methode ~d purpose~ of autobiography 
changed radically.~ 

There was a mo,Vp towards upderstanding and appre,c~ating the 

4 English Autobiograp.by (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1954), P: 76. 

5 Ibid., p. 90. -
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individual worth of the 'self where succe'ss ana failure vere only 

relati ve to the profoundly variable influences man can be Bubj ected 

to. , Both readers and wri ters vere affected by the economic, social, 

and spiri tuaI upheavals of the time. In "'The Victorian Approach 

to Autobiography," Keith Rinehart explains: 

A chief problem confronting the Victorians was how 
to combine aesthetic interest and moral value wi th 
fact -- in their case the facts of growing in'dustrial 
acti vi ty and scientific knovledge and consequent 
groving dissatisfaction wi th tradi tional religious 
creeds. Autobiography promised to be a sui table 
li terary medium in the Victorian attempt to cope 
wi th this problem. l t was, thought the early 
and mid-Victorians (led by Carlyle), moral -and 6 
practical, and i t could be aestheticalily satisfying. 

Muoh the same concern spurred vri ters to some analysis of their 

lives. Anna R. Burr sees the interest in self-study as a tendency 

presaging maj or intellectual changes: 
• • 

The observation of greà.t movements at work in 
himself causes a man fresh in telrest in himself: 
the observation of a f?i19.ilar movement at 'W-ork 
in others makes a man w1sh to state his posi tiont, 
to define hiS' credo. The atmo&phere of doubt, ,J 

restlessness, insecuri ty, caused by inte1lectual 
upheavals, produces in the serioue mind a. 
desire to clear the ground for himaelf, and 
to aid others, -- produces'7in a word, the 
autobiographical intention. 

Autobiography in the eighteenth and most of the ni'neteenth 
/ 

6 Modern Philoloe;.y, p. 181 • 

. , 7 The Aut~biographY (Boston, 1909), pp. '186-'7. 
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cen turies was looked upon as a branch of biography, often ref,erred u 

to as self-biography. Samuel Johnson compared the two in an 

Idler essay (1759~ : 

The wri ter of his O'WIl life has at least the first 
qualification of the historian~ the knowledge of the 
~ruth; and though i t may be plausibly objected that 
his temptations to disguise i t are equ~ to his 
opportuni ties of knowing i t, yet l cannot but 
think that impartiali ty may be expected wi th equal 
confidence from him that relates the passages of 
his own life, as froll'" himstfiat deli vers the , 
transactions. of anotHer'. \ 

Robert Southey has been credi ted a.s having first used the word 

:a-c(tb-biogr~PhY" in lS09, the hyphenation still linking the fo~ 

to biography. In the Quartèrly Review, Southey was descri bing a 

Portuguese poem: "It is the life of Francisco Viera, the painter~ 
. 

the best artist of his age, composed by himself. Much has be~n 

wri tten concern ing the lives of painters; and i t is singular that 

this very amusihg and unique specimen of auto-biography should 
.; 

havé been entirely overlooked. ft 9 Carlyle in his essay on "Biography" 
. " 

did not distinguish between the two 'forms. He saw' a ·'scientific" , , 

and a "poet~c" interest in biography/autobiography: 

A scientific: because every mortal has a 'Problem of ' 
Existence set before him~ which, vere i t only, what 
for the most i t is, the Problem of keeping soul and 
body together, must be to a certain extent original, 0 

unlike every other; and yet, at the same time, so 
like every other; like our own, therefore; instructive, 

8 Ci ted by W. Dunn, English Blo&8.ph:r, p. 154. 

9 llli., pp. 130-31. 
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moreover, sinee ,we als,o are indentured to li-ve. 1 

A poetic ~terest still more: fOT preciselYthis 
same struggle of human Freewill 'against- material 
N~cessi ty; whj.ch every man' S ~ife, by/ the mere . 
circUmstance that the man continues alive, will 
more or. less vict,o'riously exhibi t, -r- is that ' 
which a~ove'a11 else, or pather inclusive of aIl 
else, 'calls the Sympathy of mortal hearts in action; 
and whether as acted, or as represented and written 
of, not /6~6Y is Poetry, büt i8 the sole Poetry 
possible. 

• 

\, v 
Mill thought very high1y of this essay. " rri'::fr:itting ta Carlyle; 

" , 
6 . . 

.. 

h'e said: 'ryour papeT on Biography end on Johnson hlJi3 peen more _________ 
, ~ 

precious to me than l weIl know how to state. l hav~~i t over 
.---' 

and over till 1 could 'alm'Ost re~'"i t "t:?y heârt';-'~d have de"rived 
,,~ 

ftom i t more edification and more ccimfort, than frbm aIl else that 
, 4( 

l have read for years past." Il.' Carlyle supported biography in 
\ - , 

preference to' fictionalised self-history. The interaçtion between 

self and socie-ty wou'ld be the 'Imeans Of gaining neY and unique 
::." 

knqwledge of li fe from the ind! vidual' s own experience. The old . ~ , 
o ' • 

role of autobiography glorifying feats "bf achievement by 1 men of 
~ ~ 

actiop gave way ,ta the new role:, a méans to unders~and~ng the 
• \.. 'l. 

conflict between man and hi~ circumàtancea fram an indt:'yidual 
,r 

point of view-. The more personal tône of, the narrative allowed' 

greater sC9pe to the wri ter than ever b-ef'ore. 

10 ThomarA Carlyle, ~iography"" firet publishêd in Fraser' a 
Magazine (~32);, in Cri tical and Mil'cellaneous Essays, vol. 111.

,1
\ 

{London, 1899), pp!. 44-45. -", 

Il The Earlier Lattera of John stuart Mill 1812-18 8, ed. 
Erancie E. Mineka Toronto, 1963 , XII, p. 104 • . ' 

) 
.. 
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An autobiography tells the story of the changes that develop 

in a personality. These are recalled and related so that the 

present self in effect explains how the state ilhwhich it rests 

at the moment of writing has come about. Explanation i8 the key 

word since the experiences to be described are unique and very 

personal." '.,:The recollections are grouped fogether by the imagination 

into progressive "and regressive sta~eB revealing the~roceBS of 

the changes. 

The essential link connecting aIl parts of an autobiography 

ls the wri ter himself. As princ'lpal character and narrator" he 

can only be in an extremely selÎ-conscious position that affects 

the story, causing some distortion of facto Memory, too, has its 

own sifting process, giving a shape to the sequence of events 

recorded. 12 A more conscious controlling force ia the purpose the 

author selects incidents for. His overall purpose in writing will 

also ~e influenced by his vieYs on autobiography and his concept 

of audience. 
... 
, 
i 

Autobiography, therefore, shapes i tself 'through diatorting 
! 

influences. From the autobiographer "we want the past as it 

appears in his mind, in his present mind. This maYnreject certain 

facts, it may alter others; it is their reflection and refraction 

12 On the value of the Autobiograah{ as a historica1 sou~ce, rsee 
William Thomas, "John stuart JUll an ' he Uses of Autobiography, Il 
Hietory, LVI (1971), pp. 341-~59 •. 

<:> 
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in him that is important, and that ia shaped in his narrative. nl3 

The autobiographer's selection of facts distorts the truth, but 
~,.- .---

only in so far as the distortion 19 the inevitable result of one - '-

person's point of view. Genuine concern for truth 'is inherent in 

the act of making public a private record of onels life. 

R. Burr notes: 

Men may sécurely tell their sins to a collective 
body of their fellow-men; such confidence pre­
supposes a very sacredness of privacy. That this 
paradox is true i8 proven by the nature of some 
of the 8ins th us entrusted to the printed page, 
by 8uch confessants as Ab~lard and Cardan, such 
self-students as Benevenuto Cellini and Rousseau. 
The feelivg which realizes that this privacy is 
real because it i8 also publicity, forms a part 

As Anna 

of the autobiographical intention toward sincerity. 

Autobiography.offered a form flexible enough to al10w the' 

writer con8igerable freedom in presenting his materia1. Mill 

emPhasizef the stages he·passed through' leading to a mental freed~m 

he so s)'onglY be1ieved in. His autobiography concentrated on 

self-deve10pment, the kind that was essential 'tO"iFQ.a bringing 
1 , ~ -

about genera1 social progress. A1though Victorian reader$ had 

become more sophiaticated as a result of the increaaed frankneas 
, 

and the philosoph~cal trend of the time, there were, neverthe1es~, 

conventions to be respected. To keep clear of these and yet aim 

13 Roy Pascal, Design and Truth in Autobiography (London, 1960Y, 
p. 71. 

14 Reli 
Hlstory 0 

i 

Vith a Chapter on the 
, p. ~2. 
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at th~ truth, required experience and skill in writing. 
'\ 

9 

Mill had paid particular attention to his writing. He aimed 

at Ifease vi th force, If a quali ty he admired in wri ters both English 

and French, like Goldsmith, Fielding, Pascal., Vol tai.re, and Courier. 

He was pleased to note the improvement in his early writing when 

"the bones .and cartilages began' to clo-the themsel ves wi th' flesh, 

and the style became, at times, lively and almost light."(82) Mill 

brought to the wri ting of his Autobiography a mind trained ·'by 
J 1 

practice LJ~ ~the mod~ of putting a thought which gives it easiest 

admi ttance into minds not prepared for i t by habi t. • " ." (60) 

Mill, through his writings, contributed towards the formation 

--or--t~g ideas of his time. When he chose to wri te' in a 

genre that wa~Pidiy beeOll>~ar, he did not let i t d4minate 

, ---------him. His individualistic approach arose from the circumstances 

that"caused him to considef writing an autobiography. c 

.' 

\ 

,.~ .. 
r~" .. ~ .l'./~ ·<'r :!::.~;.r"'-"'}.,' .. ,,~:~l 
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II: The Genesis of the Autobiogtaphy: Its Composition, 
j 

structure, and Style 

A~ the age of forty-seven, ~i11 undertook to tell the story 

of his life. This was an act so out of character that it demands 

exp1anation. Mill cherished his privacy high1y. As his father's 

etecutor, he had destroyed a'number of 1etters which wou1d have 

been va1uable in a biography of James Mill. The rough drafts of 

his own correspondence, he .had carefully kept. 15 He had even 

begun marking those he thought cou1d be pub1ished as cpntaining 

matter of ititerest to future generations. In this way Mill made 
. 

sure he had sorne part in a selection of his correspondence that 

might be published. 

Why did hl not l~ave his 1ettera to revea1 his 1ife-story as 

many other Victorians have 1eft theirs? Mill found 1etters tao 
. 

episodic in ,their p~esentation of a life. In them "the life of a 
Ç'< 

m~, and above all the chief part of his life, his inner 1ife~ 'ia 

not gradually unfolded without break or sudden transition, those . 
changea which ~ place insensibly being alao manifeated insenaibly; 

but exhibited· in a 

intervala from one 

seriea.~f detached scenes~ taken at considerable 
(, \, 
~I ,f-,.. . 

anothe~ sheviPg the completed change of position 

n16 or fee ng, vithout the procees by which it vas effected. • • • 

J 

ed. Hugh S.R. Elliot 

16 Mineka, nI, p. 99. 

\ , . '1 " 
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They' left tao much to speculation on the part of the readër, and 
~ 

Mill weIl knew the course of societyts gosaip. 

Mill had made no long-term preparation for writing an auto-
..... 

biography. Ris. sele.cting lettera for publication was a dutiful 

task of a methodical man. He had a habit of keeping careful records, 
\> 

whether they were journals of his visit to Fr~ce, his botanical' 

expeditions, or his chronicles of the activities of the Utilitarian 

Societ~. Even during his càree~ at lndia House, 1822-1858, he 

carefully catalogued his dispatches. ln the lign,t of such doings, 
• 

it is unlikely that a notebook containing the tit1&s of aIl his , 
published work was necessarily any part of a long-term plan for 

writing an autobiography -- though he probably used it to refresh 

his memory.17 À diary he kept between Jan~ary 8 and ApriÎ 15, 1854" 
~ 

was not a preparation either, as by January 23 he had already 

wri'tten a good portion of the account: '''1 too have thougbt very 
'fi 

often lately about the life & Bm.most anxious that w& should 

complete it th~ soonest possible. What there ia of it is in a 
" 

perfectly publishable stâte. As far as the writing goes it could 

be printed tomorrow •••• "18 Rather, the diary caught the overfloy 

. 17 Blbl10~aihf of the Published writlnf,i of J.S. Mill eda. Hey 
Ma.ctlinn, J. ~a nds, and J .M. McCrlmmon'vanston, 1945~, ,p. xii, 
n. 21: It is conjectured tha~ the notebook vas a.preparator,r aeasure 
"but n6 evidence haS been found yet tO"shoy why Ml1l drey ~p thls 
e1aborate list •••• " 

, , 
18 F.A~ Hayek, "JOhn âtnt Mill and §arrlet 'la~lor: 

lrfendship and Sybsig;uen3arrlagê (London, 1951 , p. 

~ 

.; 
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" from the first draft of the Autobiography that Mill vas working 

on, as sorne of the topics mentioned there are echoed in the diary. 

The Aut~biOgraphy was Mill's response to the threat of 
, .-

impending death. His father and younger brother had died of tuber-
o 

culosis, and Mill feared that he, too, had the 'disease. His wife 
• 

was also in poor health; much of their holidaying in sUnnier climes . , 
61 

was part of her treatment as much as his. 

Mill threw himself into a feverish,round of writing, aiming 

at "one large or two small posthumous volumes of Essays, wi 1th the 
19 ~--Life at their head." Th~ exact date~he began the Autobiography 

in.not known, but from extant letters he 8eems to have begun it in 

the Autumn of l85}. l t was only on April 8, 1854, that Mill' s 

physician confirmed the advanced stage of Mill's illness. By 185~, 

however, Mill vas so much better that he could accept the appoint-
t " 

ment of Chief Examiner at India House, a position of ,responsibility. 

The possibility of an early death filled Mill with remorse -~ 
,.. . 

"When"'lteath dravs near, how~.contemptibly lij;tle appea.rs the good 

one,has done~ hoy ~gantiC that which one had the power and there­

fore the dut Y ~f doing! l seem ta have frittered awa.y the working 

yeara of life in Mere preparatory trifles, and now 'the night when 

no one can york' has surprised me vith the real dut Y of m, lite " 

undo~e. "20 So far MIll had published A System of Lope and 

19 Hayek, p. 191 .. 

ao Elliot, II, p. 38', disry entry: Maroh 30, 1854." 
\ 

" 
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princ1ples of Political Economy. He urgently wanted to write hi~ 

latest opinions. Althoug~ Mill had contr~buted to Rev~ews in 

abundarloe, he fel t he ahad not carried out a' recommendation he had 

once expressed to John Austin, that nevery thinker should~make a 

~point of either publishing in his life if possible, or at any rate 
" 

leaving behind him the most complete expression he can produce of 

his'beB~ thoughta, those which he has no chance of getting into any 

review. n21 The essays he worked on concurrently vith the 

Autobiography vere "Nature," "On Liberty," "Util! ty of Religion," 

and ''Utili tarianism. n 

The Autobiography 8eemB out of place among theae essaya; yet 

Mill fel t i t fi tted his overall plan "of fixing in wri ting, sa that 

i t may not die vi th me, everything that l have in my mind whfch ia 

capable of assisting the destruction of error and prejudice and the 

growth of just feelin~ and true OPinio~s.tf22 In choosing to write 

.autobiography, Mil·l was still on fami'liar ground. He would be 
" .. 

writing a review of hie own life. the hieteFiQ81 explaDaiien vas 

\ Dot ~1-±ia.p, etH.y the per-aen.a.l-n~. In reviewing his 

own life, he would emphaaize and explain what the most important 

events and influences were that formed his cbaracter and deve10ped 
• bis mind. He would fill· the gaps that letters leave and so revéal 

the cont1nuous process of which the major changes are 

~ " 

21 In 1847; Mineka, Ear1ier Lettera, ~II, p. 712~ 

22 E1~ot~ II, p. '61, diary entry: Januat,y 19, 18;4. 
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The reasons prefaced to the firet draft of the Autobiography 

c 

It may be uSéf.ul that there should be'some recorq 
of an'education which was unueual & remarkable •••• 
That in an age of transition in opinions, there may 
be somewhat both of interest & of benefit, in noting 
the successive phases of a mind which was always 
pressing forward, equally ready to learn & unlearn 23 
either from its own thoughts or from those of others. 

Th~ third reason, added in 1861, when Mill rewrote the whole 

account, ~runs as follows: 

But a motive which weighs more with me than either 
of these, ia a desire to make acknowledgment of the 
deb'ts which my intel1ectual and moral deve10pment 
owes to other persons; seme of them of recognized, 
eminence, others less known than they deserve to be, 
and the one to whom most of aIl 1s due, one whom 
the world had no opportunity of knowing. (1) 

, 
These reasons reveal his plan only in its public aspect. 

His èxtant lettera diaclose a more personal leveI, shared with 

his wife: "1 find there 'ia a great dea1 of good matter written down ' 

in the Life wh1ch we ,'have not written anywhere else, & which will 

make it valuable in'that respect (apart from its main object) as 

the best things we have published. "24 He further tlucidates. this 
~. . 

main object: "Ve must do what we cap while ve are alive -- the 

Life being the tiret thing -- which independent of the persona! 
J , 

matters which it will set right when·~a have made lt what We ~ntend • 
.t:' 

24 Hayek, pl 194. 
J , 

" 
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1 
is ev en now an unreserved proclamation Gf our opinions on religion, 

nature, & much else."25 
\ ... 

Clearly to Mill, the public aspect carried 
. 

a little more weight, though it did not diminish the importance o~ 

the pri vate one'. 

, Mill and' Harz:j.et had been deeply offended by cri ticisms of 

their personal re~ation8hip before their marriage, when Harriet was 

still the wife of John Taylor. In the mid-forties Harriet and Mill 

had witqdrawn from their habituaI circle of friends. Nearly ten 

years later, these critici~ms still rankled •. In the diary Mill" 

pondered "how far, for example, the stretch of invention in the way 
< 

of malicious gbssip transcends anything which.we ever should,or even 

could,dream Of the possibility of, until taught by experience •••• 

Af$ we grow older we' Iearn that the most insignificant particulars in 

one's daily life, unnecessarily revealed, are very likely to be made 
, 

the gro~dwork of a pile of medisance as mountain-lire, and the top 

of it as distant from the foundation, as the Tower of Babel itself."26 

The time had come when he could vindicate himself to 'society, 

choosing to answer slurs and miscon je ct ures through the written vord 

rather t attempting the painful task of face to face confrontations 

By choosin remained true to his belief in 

individual within society. 

the most. The very 

opportunity of self-vindication had to be handled vith great caution 

• 
25 Hay;ek, p. 200. 

26 Elliot, II, p. '66, diary entry: February 3, 1854., 

• ~ ',;~. ,'"" .. ,,' ",/~\,.l 
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le13 t it turn into tmdue self-exposure. Mill wanted to include as ,.., 

much a~ vas "necessary or desirable to say in order to stop the .. 
moutl\s of I:~nemies hereafter. ,,27 "But," ae he 'vrote to his vife, 

, 
" "ve have to' co~sider • .'. hov much of our story J t is advisable 

• l.., ~ j 

to tell, in ~~der to make h~ad against the repr~sentations,of 

enemies when we shall,not' be ~live to add anythi~g to it •••• 
, 

There must be .care taken not to put arms into lthe ~and~ of the 

enemy. ,,28 

" 

; 
Having to contend vith possible misinterpretation by thê e~emy 

put Mill iri '8. difficul t posi tion vi th r'egard to truth. l t mêan~ 
\ \' ' 

he had to set arbitrary limits to truth. This' vas his dilemma: , . 
he wanted the account to be "a-fair representation," but he had 

to decide hov explicit to be. Only ~y deferring publication for . , 
. . 

a hundred years.could he rearly "tell aIl, simply & vit~outl 

reserve."29 " Mill had probably discussed this solution wi th his 
, 

vife and had abandoned i t. If the whole truth c'ould not be told, 

however, Mill considered it important to state this unequivocally. 

• Certa~n aspècts of the genre itself put it beyond "ill'8 

control. They bothered him. For instance, the title of a york 
... .-

presupposes certain assumptions about the content, vhich ~pe 

", . 27 Rayek, p. 190. ,. 

28 
~., p. 194. 

• \ 

29' 
~ Ibid. - • 

, . 
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writer had not assumed: 

. The critic seldom in these cases deigna to consider 
that aIl he saya rather proves the tit1e to be in 
the wrong than the book. So if a history or a 
biography profease$, though but by implication, to 
tell anything, and then does not do so, but purpose1y 
keeps anything back, the writer May just1y be b1amed, 
not however for what his book i8, but for what it 
professes to be without being. Goethe avoided this 
anare by calling his autobiography, which tells 
just as much about himse1f as he liked to be known, 
f ~ meinem Leben Di,chtung und Wahrhei t.' Th~~ 
even wi thout the Dichtung save's his veraci ty. 

, 

17 

" In a concern for truth, Mill underwent much soul-searching. 

\ What detail d-id integri ty require to be told? Fixing limi ts was 

not easy, and he asked his wiie to decide these witn respect to 

their relationship. When he let her know that what he had writt~n 

showed "confidential friendship & strong attachment ending in 

'marriage • • • &: i(!JJ.ore[àJ there having ever been any scanda10us 

suspicions, ,,31 rriet suggested a summary in a'dozen lines of 

their re ationship "so as to prec1ude other and different versions' 

of lJhettl lives at Xi~gst~ and Wal~27n -- L}heij] summer 

excursions, etc. fi She continued, "It 13eems to me an edifying 

30 Elliot, pp. 372~7', diary entry: February 19, 1854. Mill, 
however,/read his own apprehensione into Goet~e's choice of tit1e. 
George Sà.ntayana, Persons and Places (New Yorltt, 1944), p. 148, sa. 
Goethe's tit1e 1eee as a vay out of a anare than a realization 
"that his mature imagin$tlon, in whi-ch thQse facts @ hie 1ifil ' 
vere pictured, oould not but veil them in'an atmoephere of eerenity, 
digni ty, and jus"tice utterly foreign to hie' original romantic 
experience. ft • 

31 Hayek, p. 197 • 
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picture for those poor wretches who cannot conceive friendship but 

~'3n sex -- nor believe that expediency ~d the consideration for 

"1'eelings of others cano conquer sensuali ty. But of course this is 
# / _/ 

not my'reason for wishing it done. It is that every ground should 

b' occupied by ourselves on our own subject. n32 

Harriet's recommendations were not only by letter. She took 

an active part in revising the,manuscript as it progressed. Jac~ 
~ 

stillinger says nexcept possibly for the revised leaves that 
, . 

replaced the rejected leayes of the original Part II, Harriet Mill 

read the entire manus~ript LQi:the first dr~, marking passages 

with lines, X's, and question mar~s in the "margin, deleting and 

sometimes rewriting Mill's tèxt, occasionally commenting in the ,. 

space at left; and Mill followed Many of her suggestions and 

introduced MOSt of her penciled alterations by rewriting them in 

ink. n33 Her suggestions were in an earlier portion of the first 

dtaft that Mill worked on, revi~ing and adding to it vhile sbe 

vas away in Europe. The progreaa he reported drew from her this 

reply; "I feel aure dear that the Life ia not half vri tten and 

that half that ia written vill not ·do."34 Mill could not agree 
o 

~d replied, "the greater part, in bulk" of vhat i~ written 

32 Hayek, p •. 196. 

33 Early Draft, pp. 4-5. 

'4 Hayek, p. 196. 
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consists in the history of my mind ~ to the time when your 

influence over it began -- & l do not think there can be much 

objectionable in that part, even including as it does, sketches . 

19 

of the character of Most of the people l was intimate with -- if 

l could be said ta be 80 wi th any one. ,,35 

His last remark was exactly the type Harrret would have 
, 

recommended for cancellation. 

tendency to self-dïsparagement. 

She took care to curtail c.,Mill t s . 
o 

When he wrote that he had studied 

ancient history in detail but that in modern history he "was very 

far from being similarly. weIl informed," she altered it ta suggest 

only a lack of interest on his pa~t. In another instance, Mill had 

written: "In t~is part of my life at least, whatever May have been 

the câse at others, l had a really active ~nd. 1.36 This Harriet 

marked wi th a query. 
(b 

• 

Her aim vas probably to present vhat she called "an edifying ~ 

picture." She would have preferred to uphold a studious, serioue 

image of Mill. Even a h,obby such aa botany she would have wanted 

considered as gravely pureued. Appearances mattered mare to her. 

She did not object to MilIta severe criticism of aarah Austin in 

t~irst draft, because ~t cOiné~ded vith her notio~s of attacking 

the médisance (this vord had been used vith regaid to Mrs. Austin) 

at its source. Rer editorial ability, while it served to stimulate. 

Mill's writing, rende4fd his sentences more outward than inward­
\ 

-'5 Hayek, p. 197 • 

36 Stl11inger, ! ar1x Draft, pp. 4', n.43, 134, n.393. 
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directitlg. As stil<linger says, "at the \sUggestio~ of Harriet, 

u ~ilg suppr,essed personal and family de\a'ils that" had they been ~ 

kept in the later draft, w6uld have made the Autobiography a more 
o 

recognizably human document •• . . 
Her active role ended with her de~th in 1858. Her' anDotations 

were still in the manuscript when, in 1861, Mill rewrote it. This 

was his usual practice "Wi~ll his bo~ks. 
They were always written at least twice over; a 
first draft of the entire work was completed to the 
very end of the subject, then the whole begun de 
novo; but Incorporating, in the second writing;-all 
sentences and parts "of sentences of the old draft, 
which appeared as suitable to LPi!7 purpose as 
anything which LP~ could write in lieu of t~ ••• 
This system of double redaction • • • combin~ 
bet~er.than any other mode of composition, the 
freshness and vigour of the first conception, with 
the superior ~recision aç~_completeness resulting 
from prolonged thought. ~5-56) 

Ultimately, therefore, M~1i ,limself decided what he should put· 
\ 

into the final version. In 1861, his circumstances were ,different. 

The threat of death had lifted. Living in Avignon, where Harriet 

had died, he had le ft the scenes of bitterness with his own family 
, . 

and one-time friends. The 'memory of his wife was,still too strong 

for him to wri te any more on their life together. He- could only 

add three pages and record the faet of her death. 
~ 1 t* 

The intervening five years"however, had brought ~ill greater 

pe~pective. He revised his severe assessment of Grote and the 

37 .:;"~id., p. 15. 0 

... 
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part he had played in Parliamentary proceedings because, "on a 

calm retrospect, If Mill saw that "the men were less in faul t," and 

that the Radical.s "had expected too much fr.om them." (137) Be 
, 

followed his wife's suggestion and omitted his criticism of his 

mother, thus leaving her out of the Autobiography entirely. He 

independently deleted the scathing comment on Mrs. Austin and toned 

down his cri ticism of John Roebuck and Frederick Mauric·e. He even 

put in a comment on his own physical awkwardness that was a legacy 
f\ \ 

of his father's system of education. Mill had tried to include 

some mention of i t in the first wri ting, but Harriet had overridden 

his attempts. He retained his comment that he had taken up botany 
• 

"as an amusement," and some of, his remarks on Harriet t s influence 
( 

on his mind. 

Eight years later, at the age of sixty-three, Mlll wrote the 

rest of the Autobiography. In the Autumn of the previous year, he 

had lost his seat in the Bouse of Commons and finished hià term as 

, Rector of the Uni versi ty of St. Andrews: his public- acti vi ty seemed 

at an ,end. He "CArefully analyzed Harriet' s contribution ,to his 

mental development and reeorded the principal levents of his 

"outward li fe. ft 

Mill took up his pen at three si~fi~ant events of his life 

at the threat of death, in grief over his vife' s death, and 

from a sense of relue tant retirement frOID active life. Fro. hi~ 

closing lines, "fiere, therefore, for the present, t111s fleIDoir 1D&7 
1 •• .. 

,loee," i t i8 clear that Mill -intend~d to ret~ to: ·the Au'tobloS'_pgz" 
;;~~ 
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to include further events in his life. 
1 

Hie approach vas unusual. , 

Normal1y an autobiography 16 begun towards the end of a life; Mill' s 

Autobiography developed in response to the events of his life. 

The final draft of the A.utobiography resul ted from three 

different periods of wri ting. Begun t'Wo years after his marriage, 

the first draft shows 

evidence of Mill' s early intention to di vide the 
work into two parts, the first covering hie life 
before he met Harriet Taylor, and "Part II.," 
beginning wi,th hie "first in troduct,-ion to the lady 
whose friendship has been the honour &: bleesing of 
my existence." Possibly because he wished to 
introduce her at an ~arlier point in his -account 
• • • pOBsibly also because the two parte vere of 
considerably disproportionate lengths (121 vs. 24 
leaves), Mill rearranged several paragraphs, con­
densed the first eight leaves of Part II to three 
and a half, 3~d discarded the two-part di vision 
al together • ' 

Three years after his vife' s death, when Mill rewrote and revised 

the vhole, the structure remained e!Jsentially the seme. In fact" 

,Vithbu~ the third part added in 1869-70, the account would amply 
,1 

fulfill Keith Rinehart' a explanation of the structure as "the 

movement of th'e human hero, John stuart Mill, from the aegie of 

one demi-god, his father, to another., hie vife, through the very 

human experience of his crisis. n39 Si~teen 'years after. the first 

vri ting, Mill qui te delioberately changed that structure by addlng 

38 stillinger~ EarlY Draft, p. 4, n. 7. 

39 "John stuart -Ilills' fj1il Autobl0{îarfJ 1te Art and lppeal," 
Uni verèi tl .2! lansas Ci tz RevieY, IIX .~9 :r, p. 267 .. 
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forty-eight leaves. He toned down 'i ts dramatic effect. Shumaker 

sees the structure as wea.kened, that "the account of par1iamentary 

aeti vi ty 1s sadly out of harmony vi th the expreesed purpose and 
.-

tone of the remainder of the volume. • • • The materials are no 

longer the data of consciousness, but ~ gesta& ••••. The 

artistic oneness of the book has been sacrificed."40 

The Autobiography, hovever, falls into two parts. The firet 

part deals wi th an aspiring and energetic young man hoping for 
" 

pereonal happinees as a reformer of opinions. He planned to 
1 ~ 

acquire a thorough knowledge of the philosophy he espoused. Hie 

early education and his vigorous efforts to develop his mlnd place 

the emphasis on ri.~f~ Thé first part closes when Mill despa1rs of 
~ \ 
finding personal happiness é'hould he reach all the goals h'e aimed 

at. His illusions shattered, he undergoes a mental crisis that 

serves to malte him understand hie ~ar1.~er errors. ~ period of 

consolidation follows leadillg to a new phaee. 
, . 

The second part moves the battle being fougbt into the for~-

ground, str~ssing not the combatants, but the issues at etake. A 

realistic understanding of the practi~l problems! replaces the 

young lIan's visionary zeal. The cruss.de for reform calle for 
< 

fundamental change in the public mind vhich surfac4 improvement 

dges -not refiect. Yi th all his mental resources, the young 

J 

40 English Autobiography, p. 156. 
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reformer attempts to find solutions - workable ones. 

The second part balances the first: whereas the young man'had 
.. 'Ga.L 

a personalt th~ mature man has a purposeful existence; the ephemeral 

aspects of y06th have their counterpart in the substanti~, though~ 
provoking inquiries of responsi ble maturi ty. The firet part 18 

'-
the period of apprenticeship to the second part of a.ction, using 

thoee povere of mind cul ti vated ea.rl i er. 

The structure develops vi thin a chronological framevork. This 

ia the usual treatment autobiography lends i teelf to -- that of the 

life-cycle. But, in the ~rt of autobiography, "even the most 

natural of its conventions) the division of a ,life into • periode' 

1. <tf 1 chapters', can be misleading, an infringement of the truth. 

• faiade-archi tecture' as i t has been called. "41 Narrative develop-
>" 

ment fa linear but experiences are simul taneous. In an attempt to 

,0\ overcome this problem, Mill held back the 'time-Bcheme .after Chapter 

l, so that in Chapter II. he could deal wi th- the moral upbringing 

of his youth. Reverting to chronological. sequence in III and IV, 

he retraces hie steps in V ta better explain vhat ~ed to hiS crisis. 

Chapter VI .and VII follow chronologicallY ... M8$j)i ",àat~irty years ') 

ar~ compressed into the seventh Chapter':)42 

41 Pascal, p. 78. '" 

42 Mill' s tirst draft containe no divisions into chapters. Helen".p 
Taylor, as ed1 "!ïor, seem8 to have provtded th.se and 8upplied' their ,;.;; 
titles. . . A~' 

, , " 

" '. '; .. "" 
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In the earlier part, time vas of significance because Mill 

fel t that at the age of fourteen, he had acquired a twenty-five 

year lead over all his contemporaries as a' resul t of liis uni~ue 

education. 'ëonsequently, his mental dejection, which hE\ thought 
1 

others had similarly "passed through," happened to him earlier and 

more intensely because "the ïdiosyncrasies of ffiifjJ education had­

gi ven to the general ,phenomenon a special characJïer, which made 

it seem the natural effect of,causes that it was hardly possible 

for time to remove. ft, (99) Thus, while 'time is telescoped in the 

later. part, time is stretched in the earlier so that Mill devotee 

a whole chapter (III) to three yeare of his li:f'e. 

Mill t.s mental cris-is 18 the focus of the structure. The 

firs t . part leads to i t and the second part develops from i t. The 

tvo parte are bound together by that traumatic experience which ie 

carefully foreshadowed by the selection of sui table detail and 

incident. Th~ years of transition immediately following the crisis 
~ 

prepared Mill to act on the basis of his eh8l1ged views. 

The structure is locked into place vi th tlie use of the first­

person. The ever-present '1 t has a unlf)"ing force that malces 

everything re1evant-, that maltes the reader oonsoions of ""the 
" . 

intimate and dynamié identi ty of experle~ces and events V~:.:~~he . . 
wr.i ter, vi th the ~i ter as the .ob!lect of the book and as the 

author. "43 First-p.~ 'J.... --ration encourages an lnt~-ac" betveen ..... -. .11_} .... J 

" . 
43' pascaJ., p •. 188. 
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vri ter and rea.der; i t sheds many barriers imposed by; the materials 

~ co~ventions. The firet-person apptoach is cODlllon to autobiog­

raphy and a cl08ely related form, persona! na.rrative. Bbt~al . , 

vi th personal-~xperience. They differ in that perBonal narrative 

makes no attempt to analyze experience in subjective terme but 

relates i t from a mOre objective standpoint. 
\ 

Mill, as noted earlier, va.s constan tly aware that excessive 

se1f-reve1ation could be self-condemning. Unab1e to take tli'e 
o 

reader into his confidence, he resorted to the strategy.of the 

Greek orator: 
~ ~ , 

.Jl.e9 everything important to hiS purpose vas said at 
the exact moment when he had brough t the m inds of 
his audience into the etate most fitted to receive 
i t; hoy he made steal inta their minds, gradually 
and by insinuation, thoughts which, if expressed in 
a more direct manner vould have aroused their 
opposi'tion. (14-15) 

Mill t S manner of vri ting combined a direct and an indirect 

a~proaCh. .' \ 

) , l have takën as a semple of 'M il1' s style in general a passage, 

containing tventy-five sentences, f.be'StJUi.iag "Being nov r~leased .... 
from an active concern" and endlng "wi th the society the,. be10ng f 

to."4~ This pass~ is a revised version of -the firet draft,45 
f 1 

whicq ensures tbat M~ll, whether in 1861 or 1869/70, poliahed 'th1s 

passage to his on liklng. ~e firet paragraph on the kind of 

44 Àutoblosrapig, pp. 159:"162. 

45 Jarl! PM, pp'. 1,69~17:5. 
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society Mill had forgone tates up ten sentences, the second para-
../ 

graph on his early friendship with Mrs. Taylor has four sentenoes, 
. e 

while the remaining eleyen form on~-third of the next paragraph 
',", 

where Mill comparee hie philosophical position before and after 

meeting Mrs. Taylor. 

A striking feature of the diction la MilIta fondneas for 

abstract nouns, moatl'ly0f Latin or~gin: Ifdesignation, If "aspiration," 

"requisi te." In the ,firet paragraph, only three nouns "person," 

~ "French," "ap~~tle n are remotely hum an • In the second, where more 

specifie noune would be expected there are, however, only three: 

-"friend," "daughter," "husband." , In the third, part, "paupers" and 

"human being~e the closest· approximatïon,s to the non-abstract • 

noun. Adjectives add sorne d-efini tion to the nouns: "active concern," 

"incomparable friend," "superficial improvement," though Mill does 
) 

, 

not rely solely on them. There is' a predominance of adjectives in 

the first paragraph, half of whic~ are modified~by adverbe. By 

means of this modificati0!l' Mill, reveals his disdain for Bo-called 

society: lia very common order"in thought and feeling," "so inslpld' 

an affair," "make their contact with it BO sligbt, and at Buoh long 

'" intervals, " ~ really earneet mind." !ddlng to this effect are 
-

tpe negative worda tfunattractive," "unpractical," "unintelle~tual," ..,.. 
".l~t 

as weIl as ~ strong vérbal. negative in a main ciause: "1 pérson of 

high intellect ehould never go into unintelleotual. socle •• ~; •. ~.~~_ 
v ' ,,' 

usee far more negativee includlng impl1ed nega'Uve. 11'1 th. third' ,;"" ,.' .'...,'. 
part·, 1fhere thé,. c.\i8titl~lsh the dtffer.noee betveen th. tyo~:,~_~ . ~ , ~ ~ 

" ' .. : t ~: ! 
. ', «.! " ~ \~ ~ 

:" - /' - '",~;,:;; ... -,~:;~;/,~" .~ .. ~,:,}'~,:";~' 
1 ~ ~ - , !' \.~ .. ~,' ,'104 ~*'l\ • 

~ '~~",~~.~~ ,~~~~~~' ::~~" ~'~~~:,:~,~~",: :.~~~~~ ;·~;P;t.\:~ 
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of his opinions. 
, 

Mill'e sentences vary coneiderably in length: three are 

extremely long, being one-hundred words and over, three are fairly 

short, between thirteen and eighteen vords. There are only two 

simple sentences vith twenty-eight and twenty-four vorde each. 

Mill wri tes compound-complex sentences fairly frequentlyj eleven 

co-ordinate clauses are ùâed in the passage, never more th an' two 

to a sentence. Complex sentences, though, a~e Mill'si favoured '" 

style. The clausal weight ls usually in the predicate. Up to six 

subordina. te clauses are not unusual, al though -the eleven in the . 
final sentence are an exception. Overt balàncing of clauses or 

undue repeti tion of clausal structure has no part in Mil~' s style. 

Such balancing or ,rep~ltion as does ooeur' le for contraat to 

deeper meaning: nA person of 11igb intellect ahould never go into' 
, . 

• 
unintellectual society unlees he Carl enter i t as an apoetle; ret 

he ie the only person who CM safely en ter i t at all." "My opin-. 
ions ga..ined equally in breadth and depth, l understood more things;, 
• 

anœthose which I,had understood before, l now understood more 

thoroughly." 
, 

Clausea in the torm of parenthetical aeides allo\' PIill to 

convey infot8ation about himself discreetly; information, which 

, directly s~ated, yould have given au egot1s~1cal tone to the 
. " 

sentence ~ P!'~ll 18 deecribing hiaaelf wen)le eaye, III vas ~a'blecl '~ 
~ ;~~ 

~ 

to indulge the 'incluation, natur~ to th1nlt1nC' pe~.oJ)' ·wh.u the ., ,- <. 
.. ~ $ , " , 

age of'boy1eh .an1tr 1a abce paet, tor, 11.it~',.7 own a~q~et,; • ~, 
l '" ... 1 ~ • - ~ 1 

1 

, . 
, " .. ~, . 

f:· ~ '", .: ,~~!.",,~ •• ~;':'. ~~ ~ 1 
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,He also uses the asides to reveal his views at the time of wri ting, 

'even while he vas recalling the past: 

l wê.s much more inclined, than l Carl now approve, 
to put in abeyance • • • 

in removing the injllstice -- for injustice i t Is, 
whether admi tting of a complete remedy or not 
involved • • ., 

instead of depending, as in so great a degree it 
now does, on the accident of birth •.• '. 

Mill frequently uses clauses and phrases to interrupt syntactlcal 

movement. .These pauses allow him to interject qualification to 

the thought su€gested. When,'however, he indulges in a periodic 

opening to a sentence and also includes as.ides in that long pr'e­

amble, the sentence becomes a li ttle confusing, SCje.ning ~B 

suspended and then interrupted further: "The noti~ that it vas 

possible to go further than this in removing the injustice -- for 

injustice it is, vhether admittin~ of a complete remedy or not --

linvolved_ in the tact that some are barn ta riches and the vast 
</ 

majori ty to poverty, l then reckoned chimerlcal. • ft 
• • 

Adjectival clauses predominate ov~r adverbial and noun clauses. 

The adjectival c~ausea work,to.wardâ d~fi~ th~ abatr~ct nouns. 

In addition, Mill uses prepoei tlonaJ. groupe ta fur,ther n!!-rrow the 

meaning of the novns. His habit of stringing these groups ,to~tber 
, -

, 
strains some of his sentences. One such' begine: "AlI serioue . . '- . ." 

• t.>. " 
discussion on .atte,~s on wh19h opin1pns c1iffer t ~ein& c~é1dered 

• 1 

-' 

'. 

ill-bred, and the national. defiei'encr iD livellne'88 _d eoclabl11 V, J,:, 
- • 0 

1 G 1 • 

" h,avillJ prevented the. cul tivatioD of the ,rt ot tàl.kinè agree.bl,. , ." ~ .. :, 

'. , .' .. 
• ..,j,\ 
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on trifles, in which the French of the last century so much excelled, 

the sole attraction of what is called society .•.• " 'Tét:. Mill -

main tains the pace and rhythm of his sentences by liberally inter­

'spersing single-syllabled words among, the f~irly frequent 
" ,. 

polysyllabic liords which receive emphasis by contrast. Such a 
J ... \ 1 

strategy eliminate~ a ponderous effect: "Persons even of intellectual 

aspirations had much better, if they can, make their habi tual. 

associates of at least their equals, and, as far as possible, their 

superiors, in knowledge, intellect, and elevation of sentiment." 

. Mill has a flaix: for bringing into his wri ting the natural 

emphasis of the spoken word. He values his adjectives more for . , 
the" emphaSis they produce in conjun<ction vi th a noun, than for 

their descriptive qualitfes. Mill makes his point by means of 
" 

such emphasis together with a subtle touch of alliteration: "To 

a person of any bu~ a very cOIlDi'on order in thought or feeling, 

such society, unless he has personal ,objects to serte by it, 

~ B! supremely unattractive: and most people, in the present 

day, of any really high class of intellect, malte their contact vi th 

i t ~ slight, and at ~ l.2!!.s intervals, as 'to be almost considered 

as rettring from ital together. " 

rhe pronoun 'l' appears only tvice in the first paragraphe 

Mill'e.xpresses his vievs on society without being didactic. In 

the se~ond 'paragraph, the '1 f ~so appear~ce, but is aubsUJDed 
, 

in 'our.' In the thi~d part, however) the 'It a~ears tbirteen 
, \ , 

times-, five" of these being in separate main clause.. Contr8.!'1 te 

- "~ 

",:,;,; 
+ .. ':. ~ 

J) , ~ 

~ ~ ,};.~..(.<' .. ~," .. ~ ~,~ 
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• 
expectation; Mill 18 not so much detailing the opinions he holds 

, ~ , ' 

~s lM\8h. .s contrasting his position when he vas on his own . vi th what 

he and Harriet came to hold. So ·the 1 l' s in thHf section are a 

disparagement of his earlier self. 46 

Mill appears to have carried over his phl1osophically 

analytical style into the writing of his ~utobiography. His 
#' . 

verbs lack vigour; Many of them are forms of "ta) be. ,,47 Mill, on 

the whole, eachews e~otive words. The only figures of speech he 

uses in the passage are "age of boyish vani ty, ". "[jociaS] tree," 

"as an apostle." 

, There ia qne section in the Autobiography where Mill does not 

atint in his use of imagery. He breaks into a highly evocative 

style to describe his mental crisis. The stylistic change rein­

forces thia period's focal position in the structure of the 

Autobiographz. By viol~nt contrast in style, Mill has dramatised 

the experience of his crisis. He reserved a cluster of metaphors 

specially for this part, whereas thç QR Liberty, vritten at the 

sarne time as the firet draft, abounds 'in metaphor. 48 Mill had 

46 For'Mill'e use of p~onouns revealing a dependency on his 
father see Norman Holland's "Prose and Minds: A Psycho8llalytlc 
Approach to Non-fiction" in %be Art of YloÎorilP pros,_ pp. '16-20. 
eds. George, Levine and William :Mf.dden (Iew York, 1968. ' 

47 Richa.rd Ohmann' s "A. Linguistic A~rai8al of Vlictcl-len S't71e" 
in The Art of Victorian Prose analyses Mill's pbl1osophioa! S~11., 
pp. ,"'5 -~6 • 

. 48 Joh!l~Grube, tt~ -Libertl as .. Work 
(Pa11 1969), pp. T-6'. < 

<, , 

. ' .. ,t _ )' 



• 

" 

32 

somehow to make clear a si tuation that had seemed "a very unromantic 

and in no way honourable distress," a dejection, which "honestly 

looked st, could not be called other than egotistical,.. produced by 

the ruin . • • of lJiiiJ fabric of happiness. • • l" (102) Yete, 
1 

4 this experience was vital to an understanding of the changea to 
~. 

"'~_e in his i deas. 

\ 

, , 

Coopter V on the criBis almost immediately starts off wi th a 

metaphor reminiscent af Bacon -- n to digest and matfire my thoughts. ft 

Mill, in his life so far, had hoped "to pick as Many flovers as 

!JiiJ could by th~ way. " Before long, howèver, "the time came when 

/pi] awakened from this as from a dream." His awakening resul ted 

from a Sacratic question and BnBWer confrontation he had vith 

himself: 

"Suppose. that all your objects in life were reali zecl; 
that aIl the changes in institutions and opinions 
whi ch you are lod'king forvard to, could be completely 
effected at thia very instant: vould ,thia be a great 
joy and happineas ta you?" And an irrepressible 
self'-consciousness distinctly enàwered, "No~ ft At 
thiB my heart Bank Yi thin me: the whole foundatlon 
on which my lite vas constructed fell down. All my 
h8lppinesa vas to have been found in the continual J 

pur sui t of this end. The end had cessed ta charm. • • . (94) 

He wa.i ted for "the cloud ta paee alfay of iteelf; but i t did Dot. 

Il night' li sleep, the sovereign remedy for the smaJ.ler vesat10ns 

Of life, had no effeât on it. ft Instead, "for sOlDe menths th'e 

cloud seemed to grOY tbicker Md thicker. ft ' His éar11er ideas . . 
weiBhed./ on his splri te "like an incub\ls. ft Mill tried to illus'trate J', 

his experien.ce with tbe help of quotationa trOll Coleridge'. poev l,.- ;i~ 
, < f ,,~~ 

,.,., , ':'~ 
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linea that he came \ across only later. He alluded to Macbeth 1 a 

despairing words ta the physician for a cure. Mill ~ev that his 

father "lias not the physician who could heal" him. In agony, he 

concl uded in a poignantly Blakean image that reason la "a perpetuaI 

worm at the root both of' the passions and of the virtues." In a 

str~iking metaphor of stasia, Mill frames the paralysis he fel t: 
l, 

l was thus, as l sai d to mysel!, left stranded at 
the commencement of my voyage, vi th a vell-equipped 
ship and a rudder, but no sail; wi th out sny real 
desire for the ends which· l had been so carefully 
fi tt~d out to work for: no delight in virtue, or the 
general good, but aIso just aa li ttle in anything 
else. The fountains of vanity and ambi tio!! seemed 
te;> have dried up vi thin me, as completely as'\thoae 
of benevolence. (97-8) , i 

Hia recovery ia heralded by "a smaii ray of light fJ,hafJ 
Q 

broke in upon {fi1rfJ gloom," an'd " the cloud gradually dre" off." 
\ il} 

After the "tide had tumed" his ship could set sail. Mill set 

about repairing "the fabric of /FirfJ old and taught opinions • • 

and lias inc.essantly occupied in weaving it snev." (110) Millts 

use of metaphor allowed him a means of graphieally preaentlng his . 
changed viewa about "the passive Buscepti bill tiea" and their 

cul ti vation through poetry. 

Other devic~B, Buch as dellberate irony, are absent in the 

Autobiography. Unconscioua irony, however, does result vben, for 

instance, Mill observes: "Such is the 1'aoili ty vith vhioh mankind 

bel ieve at one and the sSIle tille thinge inconsistent vi th one 

another." (29) ~his coUld be applied ta Mill hi.self to explain 

the claims he made for Harriet 1'è.11or,'s intellectual ab11,! ty. 

- ' 
" ' -, 
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\, 

Mill' s statemen t on the power of 10,gic gi ve's ri se to a curious 

twist of i rony. 
vrr,A. ~1 

Mill wroteA" a,power whi~h, for vant of'some atlbh 
, 

dis~ipline, many otherwise 'able men altogether lack; and when they 

have to answer opponents, only endeavour, by suc~ arguments as 

they can command, to support the opposite conclusion, scarcely 
.' 

even attempting to confute the reasonings of their antagonists. 

. . • tf (14) This comment was 'added at a 1ater d~te, and, though 

one cannot be certain who, if anyone, Mill hafi in mind, yet it does 

bring to mind James Mill' s ~ep1y to Macaulay' s attack on the "Essay 
/ . 

on Government ... Describing the counter attack, Mill, wrote: "1 

vas not at aIl satisfied wi th the mode in which my father met the 

cri ti cisms of Macaulay. • • • He treated M.acaulay' s argument as 

simp,ly irrational; an attack upon the reasoning facul ty; an exemple . . 
of the saying of Hobbes, that When reasoJl is against a man, a man 

will be against reason." (111) l t ls doubly ironical that his 

father ac"be'd in this way, most unlike a trained logician. accordlng 

to Mill' s argument; worse sti-li, i t had ,been his father whp had 
\ 

taught Mill logic in the first place! 

The Autobiosraphy lacks even the slightest hint of vanity. 

Mill was'careful to prune hie writing of any trace pf se~f.Qonoe1t.49) 
> 

Hia te~dency ia, rather;' to unde.restimate himself. Vi th reeard t'o 

the Losc, he -wrote: "How the book came to have, for a york of the 

49 Sti11inger, Earl! Draft, pp.11-12. '. 

}. 
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, 

kind, so much success, and what sort of personsocompose the bulk 

of those who have bought, l will not venture to say read, it, l 

have never thormlgh1y understood." (157) 

A sober mood ttnges the AutObiography. The story is in itself 

ironica1, as the mind specially trained to demolish the opponents 

of Benthamism exercised its talents instead on that philosophy • 
• 

Attention is Ïocused on the chieÏ protagonist and the small cast 

of supporting characters. 

) 

... 
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III: Mill's Dominant Relationships 

Mill's isolation, enforced in childhood by his father-and 

encouraged in his prime by Harriet Taylor, did not prevent Mill 

from ~ultivating friends from many walks of life, and ranging in 

varying degrees of i~timacy. The ones he chose to mention in his 

Autobiography are those whose relationships to him were meaningful 

only in relation to his mental development. As a reault of his 

publiahed opinions, even as early as 1848, he saya, "my corres-
, 

pondence (much of it with persons quite unknown to me), on subjects 

of public interest, swelled to a considerable bulk." (166) 
\ 

Yet, at the one stage wheh he MOSt needed a sympathetic ear, 

he fel t no one could qualify: "Of o~her friends, l had at that 

time none to whom l had any hope of making my condition int.elligible. ft 

(95~ 
1 

He was referring to the youths of his own age whom he had 
Q 

con~rived to associate wit~ under the disguise of a discussion 

group he had started: 

" 

Over and above the benefit of practice'in oral 
discussion, vas that of bringing me in contact with 
several young men at that time less adv~ced than 
myself, among vhom, as they professed the same 
opinions, l vas for Some time a sort of leader, and 
had considerable influence on their mental progresse 
Any young man of education who fell in A'3 vay, and 

• whose opinions vere not incompatible vi th those of 
the Society, l endeavoured to press into its service; 
and some,others l probably ahould never have known, r 
had they not joined it. -(57) , 

From 1822 to .la26, JIIill met these young men for early morning 

disoussions. ''ret, in 1826',' be coula not find a aui table ooattldant 
-, 

Il' 
" 
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among them. 

To t~rn to his father, he felt, would cause more di stress: 

My father, ta whom it would have been natural to 
me to have recourse in any practical difficulties, 
was the last person to whom, in such a case as this, 

37 

l looked for he1p. Everything convinced me that he 'I~ • 

had no knowledge of any such mental state as l was ~ 
suffering~rom, and that even if he could be made to 
uoderstand it, he w~s not the physicien who could 
heal it. My education, vhich vas wholly his work, 
had been conducted witnout any regard to thè possi­
bility of ite ending in tpis result; and l saw no 
use in giving him the pain of thinking hie plans had 
failed, when the failure was probably irremediable, 
and, at aIl events, beyond the power of hi! remedies. (95) 

His father he saw first as the teache! who yould grieve OVer the , 

.failure of his education'al experiment: "lt was not an 'experiment 

in the sense of being an attempt to discovèr what would happen if 

a child vere subjected to an unique method of training~ There was 

never any doubt of the results in the mind of James MalI. The 

experiment vas rather in the nature of a demonstration~ a demon­

stration 'of the soundnes~ and applicability of the Utilitarian 

theory of education."~O As a result o~ this education, th~ son 

vas prevented from really knoving his teachett as a parent. '~J3 Keith " 

Rinehart observes, "the father is clearly and objectively defined 

as far 'as his·intellectual opinions areoconcerfted. But Mill 
J Il 

vrites about his father's feelings as if they vere unknovn and 

~ 50 Jame-s McR'ab McOrimmon, "studies towards a BiograpP7 of 
John stuart Mill," Ph.D. thesis, Borthwestern rrniversit,y (1937). 
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he has to infer what.they were."5l Only the teacher's opinions 

-vere fully understood; no other intimacy was possible. 

Separation of tne father from the teacher Was difficult 

because the fatherly role was not distinct to the son. The 

"constitutionally irritable" father vas an eX8c~ing and thorough 

teacher who "was often, and much beyond reason, provoked by • • • 

... fail ures in cases where success could not have been expected. tI (20) 

He constantly reproved the boy for "inattention, inobservance, and 

general slackness of mind in matters of daily life." (25) The 

strong personality of tpe teacher-father vas an o~erfOWering 

influence that extended not only over the boy's stud1es, which 

filled Most of his days and evenings, but also over such leisure 

time as was allowed him. 

Consequently, the first emotion felt by the boy Mill vas fear-. 

He knew what it vas to feel t~e "chill1ng sensation of belng under 
_1 

~ critic~l eye." (10) Fear generated instânt obedience, compromise. 

and self-sa~rifice. Mill "vas 'a.lways too much in awe of fjiiS 

fatheÏ7 to be othe~ise than extremely subdU~d and quiet in his ~ 

presence." (23) His father's usual practice of explaining the 

ressons for what he required his young son to do made it diff~cult­

for the son to teke a different stand, oonsidering the strong 
i 

personality of the father. Mill could "derive none 'but a very 
~ 

51 "Stud1es in Victorien Autobiography, ft Pb.D. the.1e, Unlver.tt,.,' 
of Wisconsin (1951), p. 104. ~ 
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humble opinion" of himself from his father's company. The matute 

Mill, looking back, could feel pit Y for his father ~who did, and 
, 

strove to do, so much for his children, who would have ~o valued 

their affection, !et who must have been constantly ~eel1ng that 

fear of~im was drying it up at its 'source. This vas no longer~ 

the case later in' life, and with his younger children. They loved 

him tenderly: and if ~ll co~d noJ7 Bay so much of LPimBel~, 

~~ vas alwîys loyallr devoted to him." (36-7) 

The father-son relationship did not improve when eventually 

Mill l'eali~ed that B,enthamism wa~ not for him. Mill was too 

sensitive ta argue open~y vith his father: 

On those matters of opinion on which we differed, 
we talked little. He LJhe fath~ knew the habit 
of thinking for myself, which his mOŒe of education 
had fostered, somet~mes.led to opinions different 
from his, and he perceived from time to time that 
l did not alvays tell hlm hoy diffe~ent. l expeoted 
no good, but only pain to both of us, from discusa­
ing our diffepences: and l never expressed them 
but when he ~ve utter~ce to some opinion of . . 
feeling repugnant to mine, in a manner vhich would 
have made it disingenuousneas on my part to remain 
-silent •. (126) 

" Inevitably, the rift betveen father and son widened. 

The situation becaae particularly'frustrating vhen Mill, as 

the "real" editor of the London Review, "could not exercise 

editorial control over LlfiS father~ articles, and ••• vas 

J- "\ , 

/ 

< 
- 1 

J. 

sometiœes obliged to sacrifice to hi. portions of LPi!7 own." (140). '~ 
" "if 

'Mil.l,.with his changed vien •• as in a pecullar position, fC?r hill -":.~ 

-. 

father'" articles "'~de the Bevlew at f'fret derlve i't8 to~e and 

,colouring frOID -hi. aore than froa Nll' of thé otber-, Yr1tere •• , • ." ~ - \ ~ . 
il' 
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The old Westmins~er Review doctrines, but little mOdified, thue 
• 1 

formed the staple of the réview." (140) Mill vas forced to bide 

hie time. When an o~~ortunity did arise for revealing his new 

views on Hartleianism and UtilitarianiBm~ Mill could not teke full 

advantage of it. He saw it.would be "painful" to him to do so on 
J 

account of his father. 

By contrast, Mill presente his memory of John Austin, who 

replaced his father as tutor, with affection •. In tact, Mill felt 

he benefited from A ustln 'e infl ufnce. for h lB nev tutor ''!lad 

attained by reading and thought'J~~ .. consllderable' number ~'the seme 

L]ls James Mil~ opinions, modified by his own very decided individ­

uality of character." (52) Austin also possessed, in MilIta 

estimation, a "tone of highmindedness vhich ,did not show i tself so 

much, if thA quality existed as much, in any of the other persons" 
w),i} 

wi th whom' at the time ti"il'g associated .. Il (53) Implied here ia a 

comparison with James Mill. ln a deleted re~dering in the fir~t 

draft, Mill stated as much, t~~~continU1ng "associated, not,· 

evenoin my father; although my father vas as higb princ1pled as Mr 

Austin & had a stronger willi but Mr Austin was both a prouder man, 

cl more a man of feeling than my f'~ther. "52 This last quali ty 

made Austin more approachable. Mill li~ed hia eVêtl though 
, 

Austin "from the firet set hiaself decide~ly against the 

prejudi.ces and narrownesses whloh are almoat aure to be found 
f' 

.' .,' 

o 
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in a young man formed by a particular mode of thought o! a particu­

lar social circle." (53) When Mill saw himseIT, after his mental 

crisis, "at a great distance from" his father, he found he had 

"most points of agreement" with the el;ler Austin. Both of them 

h:d responded to new firf'~uences. In Austin' J case "the influences 

of German literature and of the German character and' state of . 
society had made a very perceptible "change in his views of life •• 

... 
• • His·tastes had begun ,to turn themselves towards the poetic and 

contemplativt.. tt (124) -- much like Mill's. 
\ 

Mill vas never tG get so close vith his father. James Mill 
\ 

remained a formidable person to his son. At home, the father 

dominated the scene. At Indra House, he supervised the work h~s 

son did. Among the Radicals, his personality and reputation 

maintained him as th~ir life-foroe. ~ , 
,J 0 , 

OnlY'i~ fantasy.could Mill rid himself of the oppressive 

presence of his father. Mill was qui te overcome on reading the 

death scene of a father in Marmontel's Mimoires. In the story 

Marmontel, to vhom tears come easily, does not weep but bravely 

shoulders the burden of the 'family's grief •. This scene caused Mill 

.. ... 

to weep. A.W. Levi Sees it as the result of Millts own suppressed 

w1sh rlslng to the surface: 

Raised in a social milieu vhere, artifioial and , 
unrealistlc as it vas, the onl,. acceptable attitude 
toward the f~ther vas love or, at the.v~r1 leaat, .. 
respect, the existenoe of death ."tsh.a', 1raa ta.l>oo and 
could not/bé hweetly adm1 tted t~ 'the •• lt~ auch , 
Ieee e%)rè8~ed.'~ , . 

, " ~ .. 
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Mill's reluctance to crlticlze his fS:her Is evident In.thè~ 
Autobiography. He fqund an indirect means of doing so, however, 

~hrOUgh his strongly expressed views on John Roebuck. MiIl 

describes hie father and Roebuck as' having similar outgoi~ 
~ 

personali ties: 

My fatherL'~ ••• senses and mental faculties wére 
always on the alert; he carried decision and energy of 
character in his .whole manner and into every action of life. • • • (25) 

./' ' Roebuck, aIl whose instincts were those o~ action 
and struggle. \. • • (1'05) .' 

~ They slso shsred a ;eserved attitude to the feelings: 

l beliéve him [the fathetl to have had much more 
feeling than he habitually showed, and mtlch greater 
capacities of feeling than were ever developed. He 
resembled MOSt Englishmen in- being ashamed of'the 
signa of feeling, and by the absence of demonstration, 
starving the feelings themselves. (36) J 

, 
Personally, instead'of bein~ as Benthamites are supposed 
to be, void of feeling, he LRoebuc~ had very quick 
and strong sensibilities. ~But, like Most Englishmen 
who h~ve feelings, he found his feelings stan~ 
very much in his,way. (106) .. 
Roebuck and James Mill vere lovers-~poetry, too. Packe records 
t - • 

that MilIte father introduced Mill to ."ilton, Goldsmit~, 'Burns, 

GreyfëiQ7, Cowper, Beattie, Spenser, Scott, Dryden, Campbell, and 

Pope --.a not inconsiderabl~ list."54 But, neither the elder Mil~ 

uorRoebuck poseessed the c~pacity for feeling that vOuld give it 

its due ,place in the formation of character. 

Just as Mill moved &way from Roebuck, so did he move away 

, 54 Michael St. John Paclte, 'he Lite of JQ~ stuart Mlll 
(London, 1954), p. 25. 

',) . 
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from his father -- inwardly. Mill could never bring himself to 

openly break vith him. With Roebuck, Mill found that "in the 

beginning LJhei17 chief divergence55related to the cultivation of 

the feelings. "(106) Later, Mill' s, description of vhat led to hi's 

break with Auguste Comte ~l~ Their differences 

"vere chiefly on those points of opinion· vhich blended-in both of 
_, 0 

Lrhem7 vith LJheii7 strongest feelings, and determined the ~tir& 
• 

directio~ of LJhei~'asPiratipns.n (1481 
"-

Mill showed a special conc'ern for human feelings after his 
,-

mental crisis, and this marked a change in his meetings vith the 

Coleridgians. F.D. Maurice and John Ste~ling became "ot consider­

able use tOr'iJ1ij developnent. tt. But vhile the thinker Maurice 

Qrig~nated fbose ideas that gave an impetus to~Mill'B own t~oughts, 

and so provided one side of his development, Sterling's contribution 

lay in .be~~ the kind of friend Mill had neTer had. He says of 
,..-

Sterling: 

He and l startéd from intelleotual points almoat 
as vide apar~., as the poles, but the distance 
betveen us vas always dlminishlng: if l,made 
steps towarde some of his opinions, he, during . 
his short life, w~s constantl, approximating 
more and more ta several of mine: and if he had. 11 ved, and hai 
heal th and vigour to prosseute his ever assiduous . : 
self-Qul ture, there is no knowing 'hoy much further (.: 

" 

, . 
55 Roequok, however, dated' the1r estrange •• nt fra. '"-th~·._àtt,.r . ,';,' 

he spoke to JIIill at India Bouee on ai "alsht r,Jn4. t trOll Ill • . ; " : 
eonnection ~ltb Ire. T~11ort"' in e and Le ra, Of ' 
Roebuck, ed. Robert J. Leader (Lon atl 

, , 

" 

.' 
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this spontaneous assimilation might have proceeded. 
(109-110) 

44 

Mill could generouely sympathize with Sterling when he "made the 

mistake of becoming a clergyman," but ridiculed Mauric~-for his 

lapse. into rel igion. 

The poet-crieis Mill was very receptive to many influences ~ 
(,.li. ~"...*t,; ~ 
Qi whleh Carlyle_ 9~ the state of his extreme reaction to 

Benthamiam. A more anti-pathetlc person he could not have known. . ~ 

James Ml11 specially disliked Carlylets fantaatic proaè;56whereas 

Mill came to find it as "poetry to animate." Carlyle sought out 

" the writer. of the ~Spirit of the Age",a~ticles. hailing him as "a 
g , 

v 
new Mystic." This impreseion, Mill later corrected by sending "a 

distinct profession" of his divergent views to Carlyle. Ye~, some 

kind of bond linked the two men. It did ~ot alacken till much . 
\ 

later, when Harr1~t Taylor's influence left Carlyle no room in 
o 

MilIte life. 

Millts friendehip with Sterling, the lasser thinker but the 

more lovable person, and~with Carlyle illuminates the basis of 

his friendship with Harriet. The emotional aftermath of his 

mental crieis left him more responsiye to others. He vas very 

much al'one: comp811ionship of a like-mind anq. friendehip ot a, 

kindred soul vere wha~ he needed. Shirley Letvin 88JS Mill "had 

to feel himselt part of an ~rmy, or at .leaèt a babd of fellov 

56 Ruth 'Borchard, 'John stuart Mill: the Me.u (London, 1951) t p. 
e 1 t" 

) , , 
.' 

, 
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• crusaders. Re ls the first notable example of a character so 

familiar now, an interlectual with great power a of independent 
o 

, 

thought, who nevertheless needs the warmth of membership ~n a 

45 

group, organization, or cause •••• With Harriet, he regained a 

fellow crusader. 57 
, 

When Mill and Harriet met, in 1830, Harriet was hungering for 

·intellectual communion that her husband could ~ot mee~ and society 
( 

hardly considered approPtiate to a woman. These very disadvantages 

would have appealed to Mill, who had ceen intellectua~ly convinced 

at ~ early age of the equality of men and women. Besides, the 

lady herself vas very eager in her attitude to Millts ideas. 'His 

impact on her she revealed in a note to V.J. Fox and Eliza Flover, 

in 1833: 

othis being seeming as tho God had willed to show 
the typer-of the possible elevation of-humanity. 
To be vith him wholly ls my ideal of the noblest 
fate for aIl the states of mind and feeling which 
are lofty & large & fine, he is the companion 
spirit and heart desire -- we are not alike in 
trifles p~ly because l have so much more frivo11ty 
than he.' 0 

T~ Mill, she was ha woman of deep and strong feeling, of 

penetrating and intuitive intelligence, and of an eminènt11 

meditative and poet1c nature." (130) He stressed her qual1tleè of 

mind'and his intellectual debt to her. But his pr1vate admission 

to 'her was h ••• !ej8~1.Q!,.!!1*,.- !hat,. though ~~i~ smàileat 

, 
57 The Pursuit of Certainty (Cambridge, 1965), p~ 241. ' 

5B Hayek, p~ 54. , 
" 

, , 
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part of what you are to me, is the most important to commemorate, 

as people are comparatively willing to suppose all the rest."59 

Having learned the nece8~ity for the cultivation of the fee1in~, 

Mill had turned his "thoughts and inclinations ••• in an 

increasing degree towards whatever seemed-capable of'being instru­

mental to that object." (101) Harriet's "rich and powerful nature" 

(130) offered the enrichment he was aeeking, and he gave her 

effect on him an intel1ectual basis. 

Mill clearly delighted in Harriet's ~elf-improvement, which 

he saw as, "progress in the highest and in aIl senses, Lmg ' ••. a law 
1 

of her nature; a necessity equal1y from the ardour vith which ahe 

sought it, and from .the spontaneous tendency of facUlties which 

could not recei ve 'an impression or an experiettce vi thout mak.ing ft 
" " the source or the occasion of an accession of wisdom." ,129-30) 

-, Just as wi th Sterling, there was "spontaneous assimilation." Mill 

saw that Harriet, "in the rapidity of her inte11ectual growth, her 

mental $ctivity, ~hich converted everyth~ng into knowledge, 
\ 

doubtless drev from ~i!7, as it did froà other sources, many of 

its materials." (132) 

Cri tics view Mill'e relationehip to Harriet aa his blind epot. 

It ia often pointed out that he 'could not see any disorepancy in 

his describing her as having acquired.her ideas from a ~oral 

59 Bayek, p. 194. 

~ .. ... , -1 
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.. intui tion," the "very philosophy he castigated as being 

the great intellectuai support of faise doctrines 
and bad institutions. By the &id of this theory, 
every inveterate beliet ànd every intense f~eling, 
of whiéh the origin is not remembered, is enabIed, 
to dispense vith the obligation of justifying 
itself by reason, and is erected into its own all­
sufficient voucher and justification. There never 
vas such an instrument devised !br consecrating 
aIl deep-seated prejudices. (158) 

Harriet's characteristics, however, vere quite contrary to such 

prejudice: 

In her, complete emancipation from every kind of 
superstition (inciuding that vhich attributes a 
pretended perfection to the order of nature and 
the universe), and an earnest protest'against 
many things vhich are still part of the established 
constitution of society, resulted not fram the hard 
intellect, but from strength of noble and elevated 
feeling, and co-existed vith a highly reverential 
nature. (130) 

47 

Besides, it ia not often emphasized that MilÎ in,his final revision, 
, , 

put in two words that clarify the point~ He sa~d she vas one "vho 

had at first60reached her opinions by the moral intuition of a 

character of strong feeling, ~47'there was doubtiess help as 

vell as encouragement to be derived from one ~imsel17 who ~ad 

arrived at Many of the same results by srudy and reasoning.~ ••• " 

(132) 

Mill stresses that at this period, when he vas doin~ much 

thinking, her influence "vaa on1y ODe among Many vhich vere helpiDg " 

60 My emphaei$. 

/ 
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to shape the character of ~ii7 future deve1opm~nt. • • • "(133) 

, If in the beginning she was his pupil and learn t from him, 1ate:r: 

at least, Mill believed that the roles were reversed. Yet even 

when her influence became "the presiding princip1e of {EiiJ mental 
" progress, it did not alter the path, but only made LPii7 move 

forward more b~lY, and, at the seme time, more dautiously, ln the 

seme course. (133) 

Mill found his relationship to H~rriet most meaningful for 

"she possfssed in combinat~on, the quali ties v~ich in aIl other 

persons whom LP~ had known ~i7 had been only too happy to find 

singly." (130) No longer vou1d he feel as he did in 1829, when 

he wrote to John Sterling: "There is nov no human belng'Cvith 

whom l can associate on terms of equality) who acknovledges a 

common object with me, or with whom 1 cao coope~ate even in any 
{ -

practical undertaking vi thout the feeling, tha~ 1 am only uslng 

" a man whose purposes are different, as an instrument for the 

furtherance of my own. n61 When Harriet vas ~ee to marry him, 

they "added to the partnership of thought, feeling, and writing 

which had long eXisted, a partnerehip of LJheii7 entire existence." 

\ (168) Whether she vas really aIl he tho~t her to be le of 

1itt1e lmportan~e.62 What le relevant la that he found her so. 

61 Mineka, Earlier Lattera, XII, p. 30. 

" 62 For' é. favourable vieY 6f Harriet' 8 Intellectual ab!l! ty see ;' 
"Sentiment and Intellect," tne introduction to lf'If" SR 'ft,8,ual1trt 
John stuatt Mill, Harriet,M1l1, ed. Altce R0881~caso, .' "~ 

, . 

" 
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The clues to hts attitude are revealed in a letter to a fellow 

wri ter in 1832: 

We two possess wbat, next to community of purpose, 
is the greatest source of friendship between minds 
of any capaci ty; this is, 'n~ equali ty, for nothing 
can be. sa li ttle interesting to a man as his oWii ~~ 
double; but, reciprocal superiority. Each of us 
knows many things that the other knows not, ,& can 
do many things which the other valùes but cannot 
himself do, or not so weIl. There is also just 
that differetlce of character between us which 
renders us ;highly valuable to each other in another 
vay for l require to be warmed, you perhaps 
occasionally to be calmed. 'Ile are almost as much 
the natural complement of one another as man and 
woman are: we are far stronger together than 
separately, & whatever both of us agree in, has a 
very good chance, l think, of being true. We are 
therefore made to encourage and assist one another. 
Our intimacy is i ts own reward, & we have only to 
consider in

6
l!hat way i t may be made most use:ful ta 

both of us. 5 

6' M~neka, Earlier' Lettera, 'fIl, pp. 1"23-24 • 

î, 
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IV: HiS Personal Challenge 

Mill' s Autobiography reads like a struggle for survi val. To 

main tain his own identi ty, he fought off the cl utches of sectarian­

iBm that tried to draw him into i ts centre and fâshion him into 
" 

i ts chief exponen t. He came thr,ough severely ba ttle-s~arred but 

soon set about rebuilding his life in a manner more sui ted to his 

own self. 

Ironically, his rejection of sectarian Benthamism resul ted 

from a series of self-ini tiated phases vigorously undertaken in 

preparation 121: ,the role of a Benthami te reformer. ' Ini tia}.ly, his 

eduoa tion under his father had directed him towards that end. Mill, 

however, needed to personalize this goal for himself. It was,only 

after readinr the Trai té de Législation that "the Benthamic stand­

ard of 'the grea test happinesa' • • • whi ch /ItiJ had al ways been 

taught to app1y . . • burst upon lfiim7 'wi th aIl the force of 

"novel ty. Il t 45)i The Bubject took a strong ho1d over him -- "at 

every page lf.tg aeeme,d to open a clearer and ~roader conception of 

what human opinions and insti tutions ought to be, hoy they might 

• be made what they ought to be, and nov fa.r removed from it they 

Lthen veri? ft (47) It vas a source of inspiration for him: "1 

fel t taken up to an eminence from which l could survey a. vast 

mental domain, and see stretching out into the distance intellectuaJ. . 

rèsul ta beyond computation." (46) D 

, : 

The sudden exei tement resul ted from putt1ng h1mself Into the 

\ , 
", 
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picture. He had a part to play, armed vi th "opinions; a craed, a 

doctrine, a phi1osophy; in one of the best senses of the lfo~d, a 

religion; the inculcation and diffusion of which could be made the 

principal outward purpose of a life~ And fJiiJ had a grand 

conception • • • of changes to be effec'ted in the condition of 

mankind through that doctrine." (47) Like an explorer, there vas 
• 

hope for personal adventure and, added to this, profit or benefi t 

for mankind. 

This vision awakened him to the fact that his ideaS' still bore 

the stamp of his father' s opinions. Wi th enthusiasm, he set aboùt 

the task of re-forming them, so as to make them his personal 

convictions. This called :for a thorough study of all Bentham' B 

wri tings. So, Mill planned the formation of the Utilitarian 

Society, vhose members acknowledged "Utili ty as their standard in 

ethics and poli tics, and a certain number of the principal 

corollaries drawn from i t in the philosophy 5ilfJ had acc~pted." 

(56) This Society took Mill out of the orbi t of his father' B 
\ 

influence and into the compàny of like-min4èd. youthful Benthami tes. 

Their discussions centred on essays and questions based on their 

agreed interests. Befor.e long, Mill and "a dozen or more" direct.ed 
, 

their attention to those books Benthami tes considered valuable in 

political economy, logic, and peychology. 
~' . 

These discussions HaClt'tüê~lHl1' s mere adherence to bis 

taught opinions and led hiIB on t~ auoh original thlnklng: 
" \ 

\ \ 
'Our rule vas to discueè ,thoroughly every point 

" 

.' " 
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raised, whether great' or emall, prolanging the 
discussion until aIl who taok part were satisfiea 
vi th the conc1usibn they had individually arrived 
at; and' to fo1low up every topic of collateral 
specula tJ.on which' the chapter or the conversation 
suggested, never leaving i t until ve ha4 untied. 
every knot which ve found. (84) 

• 1 
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A. more hostile testing ground, helped to put Mill t S acquired 

vievs into a new perspective. This was the London Debating 

Society, founded to bring together men of differing views: Radicals: 

LiberaIs "of differing orders and degrees," as weIl, as Tories. 

Mill had prepared himself for meet~ng the opposition in debate, 

by his earlier, study of their views in' print. To help his father 

wri te the leading article of the first issue of the Westminster 

Review, he had read through "aIl the volumes of the /§~inburfrjj 

Review, or as much of .each as seemed of ooy importance • • • and 

made notes •••• "(64-5) Millts analysis of what he read contribv-ted 

to the impact of this article: "So formidable an attack on the Whig 

party and policy had never before been made; nor haq so great a . ' . 
blow been ever struck, in this count!,y, for radicalism. • • • n( 66) 

Immedl~tely after th!s~~éoi~ciding vith the formation of the 

Debating Society, Mill had the apportunity of examining at firet 

hand: and studying Bentham' 8. Rationale of Judicial Evidence. He 

undertaak ta con~ense into a single trea·tis~ three masses of 
" 

manusèript, each written Hat considerable 1ntervale, each time in . 

a different manner, and each time without reference' ta the precect-
/ 

ing: two of three times fjenthei] had gone ove~riear11 the whole 
~ ~ 

subject. • •• 'The theorl 01 evidence being in' i tself ohe ",ot th.e 

'. < " 
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most important of his subjects, and ramifying into most of the , 

l ,1 

otherEt, the book containe, very fully developed, a great propo:rtion 
< .' , 

of a1"1 his best thoughts. • • • "(80-81) The "dire'ct knowledge" 

Mill acquired prepared him for the debates with the opposition. 

T~e Debating Society thrust Mill into the centre of "the 

movement of opinion of the most cul ti vated part of the' new gener­

ation." The debates "consisted of the strongest arguments and , 

Most philosophie prin~iples which either side vas able to,produce, 
o 

thrown often into close and serrl donfutations of one another. Il (90) 

He' was thus in ,a position to evaluate the doct~ines of Benthamism 

against intelligent opposing- ideas. 

Fi ve years of intense study shaped his views and 1ed him on 

to independent thought. His contributioœ to the· ParI i amen tary 

History and Review (1825-8) Mill claimed "vere no longer mere 

reproductions and applications of the doctrines /Iii] ha.d been 

taught; they were original thinking, as far as tha.t name CM be 

applied to ~ld· ideae in new forme and connexions. • • • ft (83) 

His increasing independence of though t began to locate f1ava 

,in Bentham' s philosophy that could not be ignored. An outward 
Cl, 

indication of his Ùl1easinese appears in his etatement: "I 1eft 

off dee1@1l9.ting myéelf and others as Util! tarians, and by the 

pronoun 'we t or any other oollectiv"e designation, l ceased to 

afficher sectarianism." (80) Be later- reoalled tbat "the confiieta 

which lJiiJ h&d so often had ta susta1n in defending the theory o~ 

government la1d do'Wll in }3enthaa'a and Iraafis .1111$ wr1~inga ... 

.. 
J 
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made" fliir[! avare of many things which that doctrine, professing 

to be a theory of government in general, ought to have made room 

for, and did not." (110) 

The mind that had been taught to think vas' pursuing i te 

thoughts relentlessly to their farthest extreme •. Indeed, as Mill 

saya, "the description so oi't'elr given of a B~nthami te, ae a meré 

reasoning machine • • • was during two or three years of my life 

not al together untrue of me. n (76) His desperation vae hardly 

obvious,being concealed as part of the debates "and discussions he 

threw himeelf' into. Outwardly, then, he eontinued vith all the 

vociferous clamour of the young Radicale, the comforting eounds of 

normali ty. Inward1y, his despair choked him;' 

Hie deject:ion f'inally surfaced in" the win ter of 1826-7. He 

found himsel f in "a dull etate of 'né'rves • • • uneueee.ptible to .... 

ênjoyment or pleasurable exei tement." In this mood, he faced the 

torment vi thin himself. ,He asked himself: 

"Suppose that al1 your objects iD. lite vere realized; , 
that all the changes in institutions and opinions 

. vhich you are looking forvard to, ooUld be completely 
effected a t this very inetan t: would this be a great 
joy end happiness to you ? If And an Irrepressible 
self-consciouenesB distinctly ansvered, "Bot If (94) 

Mill 1mew that somethlng vas 'tIrong. Intellectual doubts racked 

him. Tet, he mad~ no move to vo-iee them in an outright statement 

of points of disagre8llent. fa do SOf vould have broupt l1iia lnto 
~ \~ 

unpleasant c6nflict vi th .his father and Bentham. To th ... , he could ':' 

, not freely express hims81:t on hi~ changed °views even after the , 
r 

c:risis, let alOr1e at thls stage, when he atl.,ll 'dia not boy what 

• 1~' 
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to believe. Instead, hie reaotion took the form of 'an inertla 
~ 

that delayed all o~r'eful' ahe.+yiiCa~ enquiry. { . 

Mi11/had. read in manuscript, by this time, a considerable 

portion of hie father's Analysis of the Mind (~Ub~ed in 1829), 

a treatise on Experience and Association. Tçese two theories 

seemed to prec1ude the possibi1i ty of self-rejuvÉmation, if one 
, 

"vas .scientifically proved to be the helpless 'slave of antecedent 

circUmstances." (118) Such was Mill' s interpretation of the 

Doctrine of Philosophica1 N ece.ssi ty. In a later period of his 

de je ct ion; he .saw the.t he he.d associated the word 'necessl ty' wi th 

i~evitability, and this association "vas the ope rat ive force in 

the depressing and paralysing influence which fJiiJ had experienced. ft 

(119) Since his ear1y educe.t~on had disregarded emotion, he 
'\ 

feared that ttprecocious and premature analysis" had annihilated 

aIl feeling in him; that his "love of mankind, and of excellence 

for i ts own saké, had. worn i tse1f out." (95) Questioning his 

personal happiness was the firet step towards single-handedly 

èhanging the course of his life; and he h'ad fal tered. 

An emotional outburst broke the impasse between his intellect. 

and hie feelings. He wept -- a spontaneously fel t responae gave 
, 

hlm hope that his f~elingS had n,ot been. eroded. This had been the 

trying point, because, without this'knowle~ge~ he saw ~o pover in 
., l' 

nature sufficifmt ta begin the formation of fjtiJ charaot.er anev, .' 

and create in a mind now ~rr&trievably anal,.tlc, 'freeh tussociatiolls 

of pleasure vi th an,. of the objeots of human· deeire." (98) 

.. 
" .' '" ... ~ 
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His Immediate 'problem vas to make his personal happinese 

meaningful again. This meant f1nding a lasting method of' cultivat­

ing 1ïhe feelings. After floundering &round searching, he found 

that Wordsworth' s poetry relieved his anxiety on this point. The 

poems gave him na source of inward jOY, of sympathetic and 1magin- -, 

ative pleasure, vhich could be shared in by aIl human beings; 

which' had no conn&xion vith struggle or imperfection, but vould 
1 • 

be made richer by every improvement in the physical or social 

~ondition of mankind.'H (104) About thiâ time, he also worked out 

a proper understand~ng of the Doctrine of Philosophical NecessÎ; ty 

and found th~t "our wi~l, by influencing some of our cir~umstanc~s, 

can modify our future habits or capabili t1es of villing." fl19) 

There vas hope, then, that he could èffect some change. 

Mill has greatly emphasized the emotionaJ. reaction to a 

bssically inte1llectual or rational c6nflict •.. His dilemme. lay in 

finding a sui table means of annolUlcing his loss ~of conviction in 

sectarian Benthamism vhen he had clo~e ties vi th i te leaders. The 

"culture of th~eelings" provided him vith a solution. It was a 

mas t.;etroke • Benthami tes vieved the feelings vi th suspicion. Too 
t 

often they ~ad to combat vieV8 based 'merely on feeling. Even in 
, ' 

r • 
the popular vieY, a Benthamite vae btrictly a rat10nalft~t.- Millts 

'\ 
"culture of the feelings" served to drive a lfedge between hlm and ~ 

the Ben tham1 tes wh1le he set about reciefining nts idea,a. This 18 
v • ~ < 

not' to say that his beliet in, the enriobtlent of the .ot1one vas >i:~ 
l " u, ~ ~~ 

merely an expedlenc;. Mill .sincer,~ly belie.ed"'1n 1t, an~:.p'8a~,_à . :'y= 
, l, ~:_ 

, ' 
, ., 

" , , .' , 

" 
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a great deal of time making up his lack by cul ti vating a genuine 

attitude towards poetry. He published his thoughte on the subject 

till 1840, after which time! his con tinued adv?cat'ing of poe tic 

cul ture in his other wri tinga attests ~ his e'hdur.irig convietton. 64 

In the AutobiOgraphy, Mill states: "The cultivation of the feelings 

became one of the cardinal points in my &hical and philoeophical 

creed." (101) 

Al thougt1 Mill t S crisis vas an intensely personal one, i t threv 

i~relief his concern for mankind in general. Even his early , 

education, he thought, wa~ vithin the reach of "any boy or girl of 

average capacity and healthy Physic/al constitution. ft He vas 
o 

convinced of this for he said: "If I- had b"een by nature extremely 

quick of apprehension, or had possessed a very accurate and 

retentive memory, or vere of a remarkably active and ener'getic 

character, the trial vould not be conclus! ve; but in aIl these 0 

natura! gifts l am rather. belov than abo<ve par. ~ • ." (21) In 

ohis earlier aspirations, his zeal for the good of mankind vas 

merely a "r.eal for speculative opinions. It had n"ot its root in 

genuine benevolence, or sympathy vi th mankind •• ': •• If (71) By the 
1 

time of his crisis, -i t had become ar1' important factor. Mill 

, explained: 

Por though my dejection, honestly looked at, could 
not be called other than 880tistical, produced by 

.. , , 



the ruin, ~s l thought~ of my fabric of happines8, 
yet the destiny of mankind in general was ever in 
my thoughts, and could not be separated from my own. 
l fel t that the flaw in DJY lif'e, must be a flaw in 
life i t'self.· • • • And l fel t that unlesa l could 
see my way ta some be~ter hope than this for hum811 
happiness in general, my de je ct ion must continue •. 
(102) l '. ," .---. 

The theory of" life Mill eventually adopted of trèating "Ilot 
" 

• • 

happiness; but some end external to i t, as the purpose of life, tt 

he considered "the best theory for aIl those who have but a 

moderate degree of sensibili ty and of capacl ty for enjoyment, that 
, 

la, tor the great majority of mankind." (100) 

Besides his special brand of altruism, Mill, as a reault 'of 

his criais, recogni zed a distinct! ve element that connected him 

vi th his own generation. This vas the "irrepressi ble seIf-
\ 

consciousness ft that had made him ques~ion hie whole' posi tion in , 

Benthamism. l t haq' been silently at work even as far back as hie 
i 

holiday in France.: There he had had the firet chance to sample 

his own taatee, and h~ had done 80 wi th zest. He only realized 

this on looking back wi th eyes opened to reali ty as a resul t of 

,his crisis: 

But thé great~8t, perhaps, of the Many advantages 
which 1 owed to thls, episode in my 4:lducation, was 
that of having breathed for a whole 1ear, the -tree 

t 

. and geniai atmosphere of Continental life. This 
adv8l1tage was not the lels real thougb l could not 
the~ estimate, nor even cont'ui~ousl1' feel i t •••• 
Nei ther could l then apprec18,te the general culture 
of the undeI'etanding, whi~h resul ts from the habi tua1 
exerc1se of the feelings •••• All these things l 
did not peroeive till long aftérwards; but l aven 

" then o:t'el t, ' though tt'i thoût sta.ting 1 t cleuly to 
.J:8~lt, :the oontraa:t between the fraxlk, IJocia.bili ty 
and --aaiabil.i ~1 o~ Prenoh personal 1.t1terco'W,"se, and 
th:e :Bngl.1ah .o~e çt existence. • • • t~-2) r 

. fi. 
, 

. "; , ~\ " .:< .~\ ' ':: :':';:~{;'~Z":~!:':" 
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• This new self-awareness separated him from the precedtng generation. 

Re saw that al though his fa ther figured among the best minds of 

the eighteenth eeI1tury, "there" was, on the whole, a marked 

opposi tion between his fàtherl spirit and that of the mineteenth 

eent~W." (i43) Mill saw Bentham in the seme 'light: "Self­

eonsciousness, that daemon of the men of genius of our time, from , 
Wo"'dsworth to Byron, from Goethe to Chateaubriand, and to whlch 

this age owes so' much both of i ts cheerful and i ts mournful wis'dom, 

never vas awakened in him. ,,65 Mill' s crisis had shown him that 

"the modern mind is, what the aneient mind was not, brooding and 

self-conseious; and i ts medt tati ve self-conseiousness has discovered 

depths in the human soul which the Greeks and Romans did not dream 

of, and vould not have understood. ,,66 
, 

Had Mill' s early education under his father been one of ttcram," 

i t ia unlikely he would have queationed the theoriee he had been 

g1 ven. He had, however, been taught to think for himself. Dv-ring 

the years after the criais, he exposed himself to aIl k1.nds of 

influences, particularly European ideas. As a result, h'e r~alized 
J 

that he had mistaken the "moral and intelleetual eharaçteristics" , 

of' his era for the "normal attributesof humanity," whereas, the y 

vere really the peculie.ri tiea- of an era of transition. In 1824, 
" 

65 "Bentham" essa~ in Mill on Bentbp ~d opl,rld~ v1 th an 
introduotion by F.R. Leav B (lev York, 10), pp. 2-. .), 

"f; 

>~ , 
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, 

Mill had seen the age as a time of "rapidly rising Liberalism. 

, When the fears and animosi ties accompany1ng the war wi th France 

had been brough t to an end • . . the tide began to se t tovards 
. 

reforme • • • There arose on all sides a spiri t which had never 

shown 1 ts~lf before, of opposition to abuses in deta,il." (68-9) 

After reading the St. Simonians, however, Mill disèovered a natural 

order of human progress where organic periods of firm beliefs and 

progress resul t in inorganic periods, characterized by lack of 

convictions and criticism~ The lâtter vere the features of his 

time, and so, he "looked forwa~d, through the present age of loud 

disputes but generally weak: convictions, to a future which shall 

uni te the best quali ties of the CN. tical vi th the best quali ties 

of the organic periods; unchecked liberty of though.t, unbounded 

freedom of indi vidual action in aIl modes not hurtful to others. • 

•• ft (116) 

Mill revelled in the challenge he had found to .get at the 

truth wherever i t migh t be. His "willingness and ab1l1 ty 'to learI) 

fram everybody" led him to examine "what Y8.8 said in defence of 
" 

aIl opinions, however new or however old, in the oonviction that 

even if they vere errara there might be a 8ubstratUDl of truth 

underneath them, and that in any case the discovery of vhat i t vas 

that made them plausible, would be 8 benetit to truth. ft (172) 

Bis aethod vas cautious in thEtse transition&! years. He V8& 

now on hi( ovn, 

9,8 taking \l~ce 
in a private batt1e he so graphical17 descr1bes 

at the 100. - veaving the fabrio o~ hie old 

o 

, ' 
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.1 •• ~ ~ !~~. ~~;:_ Q 

, " . .' , , 
~ • ,,1 , 

~t", 'l:" '~\~# 

., ~.' ~,;~~:t.-" :{ 

l '~ .. 



\ 

/ 

" " 

61 

opinions wherever it had begun to give way, Inever letting any 
• 

part of it wear away completely but was "incessantly~occupied in 

weaving i t anew," going back to the wa~p and weft and repairing i t, . 

holding i t together, keeping a watchful eye on aIl of i t: 

l never, in the course of my transition, was content 
to remain, for ever so short a time, confused and 
unsettled. When l had taken in any new idea, l 
could not rest till l had adjus'ted i ts relation 
to my old opinions, and ascertained exactly how 
far its effect ought to extend in modifying or 
superseding them. (110) . 

~ ill' s analyses v-adually transmuted the fabric of his 
\ . 

thouphts. He never did recognize this. He maintained that he 

understood more clearly "the truths less generally known which lay 

in ~ii7 early opinions, and in. no essential part of which Lh~ at 

any time wavered. AlI LPi§7~ew thinking only laid the foundation 

of- these more deeply a~gly, while i t often removed mi-sappre­

hension and confusion of ideas which had perverted their effect." 

(JI8) His method allow~d him to confront the bases of aIl his 
! 

opinions without losing control or unde~ining himself. He coUld 

thus, from a position of relative security, analyze to the root of 

aIl his ideas. 

During these precarious years, Harriet 'aylor appeared on the 
-,""i 

Beene. Mill 88sicned to her credit a "steadying influence" put 
J 

for which, his openness of mind might "ha"e seduced lJiliJ into 

modifying LPiJV early opinio~s too much. She vas in nothing more 

valuable to LPi!{ mental development than br ber just measure of 

tbe relative importance ~f different consider&tion~,·vhich often ~ 
" 

,> , 

,.' "'.01 • 

,," 
" . , , 

i ~.: , ' ',: ~':., ;.::~,J. 
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protected$iil from allowing to truths LJieJ had only recently 

learned to see, a more important place in ~ii7 thou~ts than was 

properly their due." (177) It \S debatable how much of an intell-
, 

ectual support Harriet was, but in practical matters, and aa 

another human being warmly interested in his ideas, she wae a very, 

mueh needed ally. She served "as an anchor to keep him t'irm 

against the constant temptation to question his Olin position and 0 

to put the burden of praof and defense upon hime~lf rather than 

his adversary. ,,67 J .A. Roebuck' s observation of Mill after his 

,'crisis describes his new attitude generally: "During aIl this 

time he never doubted as ta his own infallibility. Whatever he 

thougnt at the time was right; but whatever might be the change in 

him, he was never wrong. A very comfortable Gondi tion Ç>:f things, . 

but not as satisfactory to others as himself. ,,68 

~ill's flexibility disturbed his formër colleagues. He 

himself considered his.willingness to ahange to be his greatest 

strength. fil ill' s idea of progre'ss developed out of his stri vings 

to implement the political prineiples on whieh his philosophy vas 

based. Practical experience showed him that only "the mental ; 

emancipation" of the individual would bring about any lasting 
A 

improvement. After reading the St. Simonians, Mill saw clearly 

.67 Edward Alexander, Matthew Arnold and John Stuart Mill 
,(London, 1965), pp. 130-31. 

68 Lif~ and Lettera, p. 37 • 
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that "diffe1"ent stages of human progress not only ,!ill have, but 

ought to have, different institutions." (114) Pol i tical systenns 

were not the starting poin.t of improvement. The "true system Gf 

politica~ philosophi7 was something much more complex and many-
, 1 

sided than /Jiil had previously had any 'idea of, aflà iJÀat i ts' 'o-$.fice 

was to supply, not a set of model institutions, but r1 principles 

from which the institutions suitable to any given circumstances 

mip"ht be deduced." (113) However removed Mill was,,,,theoretical!y, c 

from the vi ews of the other Radicals, in practi,êal poli tics, he 

declared himself "as much as ever a radical and democrat for 

Europe, and especially for England." (120) He demonstrated this 

by joining his father in 1832 to encourage those Philosophic 

Radical"s elected to Parliament to show "wh~t was in them." Li ttle 
>, 

was accomplished, for the Radicals lacked a leader "who being him­

self in Parliament, could have mixed with the radical members in 

daily consultation, could himself have taken the initiative, and 

instead of urging others' to lead, could have summoned them to 

"" follow." (1 / 8) Mill made further a.tte!D'Pta l,ater "to stir up the' 

educated Radicals, in'and out of Parliament, to exertion, and 
, 

induce them to make·' themsel ves ••• • a powerful party capable of 
~ 

taking the govern~~nt of the èountry, or at l~ast of dictating the 

terms on which they should share it with the Whigs." (150) His . . 
efforts were primarily.channelled through The London Review. 69 

~ 

\ 69, rte founding ti tle in 1834, till changed ta The London and 
Westminster Reviev. For ~he rest of this' chapter lt viIi be referred 
~o as the Revlew. 

o 

i 
1 
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After James Mill's death in 1836, four years after Bentham, 

Mill felt he need defer to no one. As the editor of the ReYiew 

he successfully used it to advertise his new mode of thought. He 

wanted "to free philosophical radicalism from the reproach of 

sectarian Benthamism. • • • to show that there was a Radical 

philosophy, better and more complete than Bentham's, while recogniz­

i~g and incorporating aIl of'Bentham's which is permanently 

valuable." (149-50) He encouraged writers who "were sympathetic. 
, 

with provress as Lh~ undersiood it, H insisti~g that they assume 

responsibili ty for their opinions by signing their articles'. 

The challenfe Mill ~ve himself had its theoretical and 

practieal aspects. ,By wielding his pen, he wished to establish a 

"useful influence over the liberal and democratic section of the 

public mind." (144) He saw, however, that his aim of putting life 

into ~adical po+itics by means of the Review had failed completely. 

His exhortations "found no response" because "among the Radicals 0 

in Parliament there were several quslified to be useful members of , 
. , 

an enlightened Radical party, but none capable of forming ând - 'i. ' 
leading such a party.~ (150) 

Disillusioned with the failure of his ètforts, Mill gave up 
, " 

the editorship of the Review in 1840. He begap to tur~ his' 
f 

attention to encouraging progress'where he was beginning to' see 

it mattered most -- in the individusl mind. His System.of~OgiC 

struck at the core of those forces that impede progress by ~' 
j ,.. ~ 1 1 1 ~ , 

enslavingmen's.minds. The Log!c "met the intuitive plVlosophere . . 
" 

.. 
Q ... )'" , . 
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on ground on which they had previously been deemed unassai1able; 

and gave its own explanation, from experience and association, of 

that peculiar character of what are called necessary truths, which 

is adduced as proof that their evidence must come from a deeper 

source than experience." (158-59) His next treatise, in which 

Harriet, he claiI!led, had a "conspicuous" share, was the Principles 

of Poli tical Economy. It "was not a book merely of abstract 
~Ir.::r;i~ 

" 

science, but also of application •• , •• " (165) The social trans-

formation :requi red "to uni te the greatest indi vidual lrberty of 
; 

action, wi th a common ownership qf the rkw material of the globe" 

rested on bringing about a "change of character • • • in the 

uncultivated herd who now compose the labouring masses, and in the 

immense maj ori ty of their employers." (162-63) The change needed 
, 

was in individual motivation; to redirect it towards the general 

good of society. Mill be1ieved that "the capaci'~y to do this has 

always existed in,mankind, an~ is not, nor is ever likely- to be, 

extinct. f' (163) Self- interest, however, was encouraged by existing 

institutions. 

Mill had seen many of the reforms he had striven for in his 
• p 

youth brin€" about only slight changes, and "very li ttle improvement 
. 

in that which aIl real am,elioration in the lot of mankind depend:s 

on, their intellectual and moral state." (167) The tendency towards 

uniformity of opinion: encouraged by infe~tor education, ÙTIdermined' 

'progress for thé new'opinions acquireq, in effect, the "same power 

of compression." so long exercised by th~ creede ~hat had been'" 
1 ~ 

, " 

, " 

" ft"'" 
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successfully ousted. A questioning attitude of mind was necessary 
. 

before individual regeneration could begin. 

Mill made', i t a point to attack anti-progressive ideas ap:Qear-
.... 

in~ in any forme The American Civil War came within his terms of 

\ reference. f The success of the slave owners would be "a victory 

of the powers of evil which would give courage to the enemies of 

propress and damp the spirits of its friends aIl over the civilized 

world. • • ." (187) His unexpected tenure in parliam.enyhe also 

saw as another. means to the sarne end. It gave him an opportunity 
1 

to 'spread his political opinions more widely: from the publicity 

he recei ved, his readership wou1d increase and his, ide~s would 

circulate further. Untouched by a need for personal aggrandizement, 

Mill found his position in Parliament allowed him a special role. 

He reserved himself "for work no others were 1ik~ly to do," ' 

specia1ly during the period of the Reform Bills. He thus defended 

"advanced Liberalism on occasions when the ob1oquy to be encountered 

was such as most of the advanced LiberaIs in the Rouse preferred 

not to inè!ur." (201) 

In the fifht for progress, Mill was dedicated to reaching 
.. . 

a solution based on human freedom. Renee, eve~ as he changed his, 

views on pure democp.acy, he still "repudiated wi th the grea1:est 

energy ~hat tyranny of society over the individual which most 

Socialistic systems are sU1>posed to invol ve." (1&2) The r~genèràtion 
• 

of society had to keep the ~ndividual in the forefront. Comte's 

views had failed to satisfy Mill on this very point. Tc Mill, 

'\ ' 
. 

~ \<4~ 
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Comte' s Syst~me de Poli tique Poal tive, "stands a monumental 

warning to thinkers on society and politics, of what happens 

when once men lose sight in their speculations, of the value of 
, 

Li berty and of Indi viduali ty. Il (149) 

• 
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.. 
V: Conclusion 

Mill's Autobiographl reflects the ordering in his conscious-

, ness of the experiential ~actors behind his philosophy. The whole 

direction of his philosophy bears out his experience of life: "It 

seems as if his thought could only' be as effective as he was as a 

man -- that is, l1ïs theories were inextricably bound up wi th 

himself. 1f70 Since Mill evaluated himself in terms of his work, 

his autobiography con tains evidences of the mainsprings of his 

acti.ons: 

When an autobiography ls prQduced independently out 
of his own lifè and by the application of his own 
gifts, by,a person of exceptional calibre, ft 
provides a supreme example of representation --
the contemporar~ intellectual outlook revealed in 
the style of an emlnent person who has himself 
played a part in the forming of the spirit of his 
time. 71 

An autobiography is q,y" i ts nature charged wi th emotion. 

While an autobiographical novel safely shrouds the immediacy of 
c 

experie~ce in "characters,' autobiography has to deal with real 

life experience. Mill did not have a high ~pinion of the novel as 

he knew.it. He thought that "avoidance of the inner conflict 

70 Peter E. Martin, "Carlyle and Mill: The 'Anti-Self­
Consciousness' Theory," Thoth, VI (Winter 1964);' p.'~. 

71 Georg Misch, quoted by Keith Rinehart, "Studies in ~ictor1an 
Autobiography'," p.' 18. 
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branded the novel as an inferior form. ,,7 2 l f IJ1~.r_atur s looked 

upon as an imaginative representation of life, aut iography can 
,-

claim to be a form of literature since, as . "representation," its 

connexion with the facts can be as tenuçus as' that of the novel. 

,As' W. Shumaker says, "the obstacles to a complete and flawless 

recapturing of the paat render inevitabl~, in autobiography as in 

history, the creation of'a new paat -- a paat recognizab1y similar 

to the actual past in obvious ways, but different, in apit~ of 
\' 

every atraining for truthfu1ness, in shading, in inc1uaiveneaa, and 

even in coherence and comprehensibility.,,73 Consequ~tly, to ,> 
atta8k Mil,l- on the basis that he has written "half-truths,,74ignorea 

the creative element in shaping the pas~ through the eyes of present 

experience. A fact is less important than the way it is remembered. 
1 

Mill a.s autobio"grapher invi tes his reade.rs to a tour of the dark 

labyrinths of his pasto Carefully lit are on1y those areaa and 
• Q 

such facets that exp1ain and ~aintain- continuity of aelf-deve1opment. 

He had to strike a balance between the curiosity-aeeker and the 

intélligent reader intereeted in underatanding the deve,lopment of 

a mind that "wae always preaaing'farward." 

MilIta viewa on social improvement touched on auch aacred 

Q 

72 .. Raymond Chapman, The Victorian Debate (London, 1968), p. 17,2. 

~3 EnBaiSh Aut~biographY, p. 112. 

74 Gertrude Himme1farb, Victorian Mind! (New Yor~~ 1968), p. 11;.' , .. 
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topics as family size, equality of women, the relations betweèn 

the sexes, and religion. ~~~ Mill deleted the frank revelation 
l 

of his views on sexual matters75 and only lightly touched on the 

subject of religion. ~Criti~ism of religion was then only 
, 0 , 

beginnin'g to be tolerated. Mill confined himself to exposing the 

sourqe of such conventions -- the i~tuitionist philo6ophy that 

bloëked aIl effort at improving the lot 'of people who suffered , 

fFom the stifling mores of the day. Mill wished to relate how he 
11 

had arrived at his state of mind, and yet not make the revelation 

~ means of doing harm to the very cause he espoused -- the good of 

mankind. 

Mill had a grave sense of responsibility. 'He viewed with 

horror that "timidity of conscience ••• which has 60 often 

driven highly gifted men into Romanism irom the need of a firmer 

support than they can find in the independent conclusions of their 

own judgment." (108) His slowne'ss to ,criti,cize Bentham, for 

instance, was dictated by a realization t~at there was much good 

in Bentham's philosophy. He repeatedly states that his new vay 

of thinking expanded on Benthamism. His attitude is clear from 

the doubts he-expressed in pub1ishing a phi1?sophical estimate of 
1 

Bentham: t~~ substance of this criticisM l still think perfeotly 
---r 

just; but l have sometimes doubted vhe~er it was, right to publish 

it at that time. l have often felt that Bentham's philosophy, as . 

75 Stillinger, Early-Draft, p. 171. 
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an instrument of progress, has been to some extent discredited '. 
-

before it had done its work, and that tp lend a hand towards, . 
lowering i ts reputat,~on was doing more Qharm than service to 

4 , 

improvement." (153) Similarly, al though he had been brought up 
, 

without religion, he could still sèe that "the old opinions in 

religion, morals, and politics, are so much discredited in the more 

intellectual minds as to have lost the greater part of thefi 

efficAcy for good •••• " (167) , 

It is fitting that Millts Autobiography does not cover the~ 

last three years of his life. His own stand he kept under, continual 
o f 

appraisal in the light of newer influences. Caroline Fox's comment 

would be an appropriate epitaph for him: 

He lays it on one as a tremendous dut y to get 
.oneself weIl contradicted, and admit always a devil's 
~dvocate into the presence of your deare~t, most 
sacred Truths, ~s they are apt to grow windy and 
worthless without auch tests, if indeed they can 
stand the shock of argument at all.76 (~-/ 

, His views on religion àre therefore incomplete, for his post~umously' 
1 

lA , 

\~jrz~~ ~. 

published essays reveal that he had developed these further. \ 

His crisis did not weaken his belief in inte1Iectual culture, 

but taught him to~ontinue with analytical thought provided' he 

maintained a' culture of the feelings. Mill himself had been th 
L 1 

victim of his agé', when emotions were discounted or never _ expres ed. . '. 

His friendships thereafter were a searcb for "so~eone who acknow- ' -

'1 r'; 

76 KemOries ~ Old Friends, ed. Horace N. Pya, 'rd equ. (London, 
1882), II, p. 9 • 
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, 
ledgLe~ a common object." In Harriet Taylor, Mill found the 

) .J U 

companionship he needed. His neglected' .emotional nature found in 

her an object of adulation, and his repressed emotions'turned into 

sentimentality. MilIta feelings for Harriet hid her behind a 

'screert of emotlon so that he couid really better explaln his 
" 

feelings than de scribe what she actually vas. 
~ 

Moreover, Mill made a martyr of Harriet. She became to him 

the typical sacrifice of an intellectually capable voman to the 
~ " 0 

preju9ices of society concerning vomen and their prope~ place. 
" 

He just as €,enerously praised her daughter, Helen, who helped him, 

~ith hiS correspondence in later life. TQ t~o8e who criticiz~ 
" 

Mill's extravagant praises of his, vife, Helen Taylor posed this 
-

question: ,l'Can i t be right for us to tone dom the deliber.ate and 

reiterated statements of a remarkable man, until ve briRg them 

into harmony vith the preconceived opinions of the vo~ld in general . , " 

(0I' ourse~ves) as to what his impres,sions ought to have been ?,,77 
• 

Mill's crisis threw into prominence the question of his 

personal happiness. Havil,lg made thi's his starting point in taking 
/ 

an independent path, Mill based his philosophy on individuàl 

freedom. In any sphere, pol{tical, economical, OT social, he 

belieyed there vas no progress if individual freedom vas sacrificed, 

77 From a letter quoted by Jack Stillin@er, "The Text of John 
stuart Miiits Autobi0:taphi'" Bulletin ~!h! John Hllands 
Li brar;r, . l (Septem er 960 " p. ~36. 
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and hé looked to aIl improvement as resulting from educating the 

PUbl~c mind. He saw that social revolutions achieve less that ls 

lasting compared to the smaii successes gained as prejudice slowly 

breaks down. Unlike the European philosophers of the nineteenth 
" 

century who were avid systematizers, Mill had no system, except 
") <, .-

,a clear principle that the complexity and diversity of human 
(~ r c 

nature'~u~t be frée to devel~P! so '~ha~ thé shackles that keep 

mankind'baund to regressive ideas May be loosened. 
, ' 

, 

l 
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