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PREFACE 

'.Ibis study ot the Size and Composition ot the Camdian Family toms 

part 0 t a prograzmne of research undertaken by the Department 0 f Sociology 

as a phase of the Social Research Programme at McGill Un! versi ty. The 

undertaking was made possible by a grant trom the Bocketeller Foundation 

during the past two years. 

The data tor the study were made available through the courtesy of 

the Dominion Bureau 0 r Statistics at ottawao Dr. Coats generously granted 

access to the unpublished Census schedules, and trom these samples were 

taken for various areas. Besides providing access to the material, Dr. 

Coats. Mr. Pelletier and other officials in the Census branch co-operated 

in making the work of sampling pleasant and effective. Without their 

assistance and co-operation the materials could not have been gathered. 

The study has been under the direction 0 f Protesso r DaVlson. His 

guidance, sympathy and criticism have been unstinted. Professor Marsh. 

Ddrector of Social Research, provided facilities for the study, and he 

and hi s assi stants have been generous wi th their time and advice. 

Special thanks are due Miss E.R. Younge tor friendly encouragement, 

to lIr. G.l. Baynton and Mr. I. Finklestein for 8ssi stance with distract

ing details. 
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INTRODUCTION 

From the standpoint of social change the most significant process of 

the present is the rapid industrialization of new areas like the central 

area of Canada. In the development of this new type of economic and 

social organization, people are being mobilized into vast new aggregates; 

in the course of this they are cut away from their moorings, -Hhether 

these be thought ot in terms of birthplace, social position or established 

customs and traditions. Such an upheaval. leaves few areas of human life 

unchanged. The present study attempts to describe what is happening to 

the size of the rami~ as it adjusts to these new conditions. 

In order to discuss efrective~ any such change it is necessar,y to 

have some conception of the total field in which these industrializing, 

urbanizing forces,.e acting. Quite evidently the growth of the cities 

is in part at the expense of the r~al areas. But these latter areas 

are not left unchanged. One product of the process has been a new in-

tegration of the urban centre with its rural hinterland. Both are be-

coming interconnected in a manner which modifies the characteristics of 

each. Rural and urban are being bound together in a new unity which makes 

it essential to discuss them as parts of a total situation. This total 

situation is referred t,.G as the nregion'l. 
" 

The centre of sensitivity in the region, or the focal point of ehange, 

is the metropolis itself. Within it changes take place that extend to, 

and have repercussions on, the out~ing territory. For this reason the 

metropolis is designated the "centre of dominancen • 

vii 
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Much of the significance of the data of this study will be lost, un

less it is interpreted from a regional point of view. The concept of the 

region 1s one that has been developed by sociologists in their attempts to 

describe and understand the processes involved in the development of 

an area. 

In general, what we have at first is the p~siographic region. In 

such areas the main occupation, for a time, is agriculture, with its vary

ing degrees of specialization. From such areas, eventually, the commer

cialized towns have sprung, providing the basic trading services and 

credit facilities for the area. The main markets have been, in part, the 

large cities, developed about industry and a higher specialization in 

trade. Among the cities there has been a division of labor, since each 

was not self-sufficient. The dependence of each on the industries of the 

other wa~ compensated for by the lines of communication. The development 

of the steam railway extended possibilities of transporting goods, linked 

these cities together in a fashion which was equivalent to shortening the 

distance between them, and allowed cities to develop far inland, where be

fore they were restricted to areas where water transport was feasible. 

This process has reaul ted in an interconnected system of cities, each 

specialized in certain directions, and each playing a part in the division 

of labor for the country as a whole. Each has played the role of focal 

centre for the surrounding rural territory. 

Cities are aggregates of population, but do not produce all their own 

members. This is especially true of cities on this continent, with their 

rapid and recent growth. Growth takes place by attracting persons from 

other areas. Certain groups, such as the young and property less , are 

much more eas~ attracted than are others; hence it happens that a 
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selectivity is exercised in drawing people to the city, and this shows 

itself by the age distributions, which vary as between city and rural. area, 

and between different districts within the city. This is readily seen in 

the data of this study, and determines in part the sort of family life that 

will exist in any area. 

The people who are transplanted from the rural to the urban conditions 

of living do not remain unchanged during the process. Hence we have what 

are recognized as rural and urban types, and rural and urban attitudes. 

Distance, and isolation from each other, allow these different types to 

persist, while the different conditions of each area further the develop-

ment of distinctive features in the group living within it. 

Such a picture of rural and urban characteristics has been seriously 

altered by new means of communication. It is th€l\~newer developments in 

comnnmication, with their resultant effects on the areas involved, that 

ll8.~caused the sociologist to seek more accurate terms to describe th'~ new 
/I. 

situation. The branching out of a net-work of highways, plus the develop-

ment of motor transportation has changed the spatial relationships formerly 

existing between rural and urban areas. This has gone on, until the two 

have become l~ed in a fashion which upsets the old equilibrium. The 

supports of this new relationship are specialization and communication. 

The new development has brought the rural areas under the dominance 

of the large cities. For this reason the latter are referred to as centres 

of dominance. The rural area has become a market for the specialize<i goods 

and services of the dominant centre. The advertising agency and the 

travelling salesman are but a part of the organization which is making the 

two areas more dependent on each other. The rural area comes to use the 



specialized goods and services of the centre, as evidenced by the changing 

standar~ of living. In reciprocal fashion, the rural area and urban area 

react on each other, so that the goods and services offered to the new 

area, in time come to be demanded by it. Concurrently the act! vi ties of 

the rural area are modified to take greatest advantage of the new relation-

ship to the city. This modification can be traced by noting the 

specialization in production that is carried on in the concentric zones of 

territory surrounding a large city. 

The description of the rural and metropolitan areas does not Ll1clude 

all the population groupings that are found in a region. The others may 

be classified in two groups. The towns that grew up to supply the basic 

institutional services within rural areas are not disappearing with the 

growth of the large metropolitan centres. They are losing some of the 

functions they had in the horse-and-wagon days. But they are taking on 

new specialized functions, as well as remaining the centres of local 

trading. It would not be conclusive to cOIllpare the growth in population 

of these commercial areas with that of the metroplitan centres. The rates 

of growth of the;3e two, and of the rural population, all follow different 

paths. 

A more characteristic product, of the urban-industrialized develop

ment that is taking place, is the industrial town. With the spread of 

good. roads and speedy communication, industry is in many cases moving 

away from populous centres into relativel¥ rural areas. If the earlier 

trend of capitalism was for the foot-loose worker to be drawn into the 

large centres, where capital and managing ability were centralized, the 

tendency at present is for capital and management to ferret out areas 

where the labor supply has not yet been tapped" The textile industry in 



the province of Quebec is ty-p-ical of this development. !.1lichinery is 

easily moved, and the growth of flourishing plant towns is quite rapid. 

This is possible only through a mobilization of the rural population into 

the industrial environment. Here again the type p£ population the- town 

acquires depends on the particular groups that are attracted. The evidence 

shows that young people are chiefly wanted, with the result that for the 

first years there is a high proportion of young parents in the population. 

There is considerabl~ homogeneity of occupation in such specialized towns. 

The people so thrown together seem to throw off very quickly their 

traditional ways, and the rural type of famil.y is seldom met with, regard

less of the source of the population. 

The description given of the metropolis itself, the centre of 

dominance, was purposely simplified. A detailed description of it would 

involve a discussion of the specialized areas found within a large city. 

Some of these, such as the down-town business section, and the inaustrial 

suburbs are ignored here. One fairly distinct area is that of workingmen ' s 

homes. This area is determined in part by the location of industry in the 

city. Proximity to this is usually a factor in deciding where such hODIes 

are found. 

Better-paid people manage to evade the noise and- other inconveniences 

of the city, and their residences are in a belt further removed from the 

centre. Distance is not such a handicap where hours are shorter, purses 

longer and social position higher. Fairly precise botmdaries can be 

estB.blished for these areas on the basis of such indices as income, rental, 

and population density, to mention only a few. 

In the central area of Canada, Montreal and Toronto are the centres 

of metropolitan regions. They are both young centres, for at the turn of 
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the cent'Ul"Y each was a mere fraction of its present size. Each represents 

an aggregation of population, dependent on secondary industries, achiev

ing dominance over a large extent of surrounding territor.y. 

The significance of a region extends beyond a description of economic 

organization. Culture, and the life of So people, are only partly 

measurable in terms of the goods they use. The word ttcoI!ununica tion« was 

used earlier, to refer to this aspect of life within a region. Communication 

involves the contact, stimulation and interpenetration of ideas, opinions, 

fashions, beliefs and so forth. llong with the extension of communica.tion 

possible through highway travel, there has been a marked development of 

radio, telephone and newspaper. In many ways all four are related, and 

react on each other. Such media of comnnmication reduce the degree of 

isolation previously existing between the rural and urban areas. In this 

situation, ideas, fashions and propaganda can achieve a new level of 

homogeneity_ The communicatio~ of ideas effectively modifies traditions 

and customary modes of thought, especial~ during those periods in which 

people are being uprooted from habitual surroundings. 

The specialization and communication, which are integral features of 

regional development, have significant repercussions on the fami~·. Their 

effect is two-fold. In part it comes from the ecological situation of the 

family, and in part from the current ideas and notions about the desirable 

size of a famjly. In chapter 11 there is a discussion of the features of 

rural life that ravor a larger family than cit.y living conditions warrant. 

The above ana~sis reveals one manner in which the rural order of life is 

being modified. Its activities are being specialized and its institutions 

modified through this extension of contact. Hence the traditional rural 
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family, which was adjusted to one sort of life, is having to readjust to 

another which travels at a quicker pace, has more contacts with urban 

cul.t-ure, and offers choices, rather than traditional patterns, of behavior. 

Although specialization and ,ommunication describe two features of 

the region, they tell little about the nature of urban life. Industri

alization and urbanization go hand in hand, and represent the most sign~ 

ieant processes going on in our social world. Only two features of 

urbanization are noted here; specialization of function, and the typical 

attitudes developed. 

In the urban area specialization has multiplied the number of fields 

of activity. By a continuous process old fields, e.g. medicine, become 

differentiated to yield newly specialized fields. Within each field 

specialization is going on, which gives to the city its varied and com-

plex occupa tiona.l structure. An example, such as the radio, which has 

about it technicians, research workers, professional entertainers, selling 

agencies, government inspecting and licensing officials, to mention only a 

few, illuminates the manner in which specialized functions develop. It is 

hardly necesSHry to mention the fact that such specialization differentiates 

the experience of people, and multiplies the number of types and variety 

of contacts. 

Although the structure of the urban area appears varied, certain 

universal attitudes are found within it. The crowds of people that make up 

a city population are composed of individuals, each trying to achieve a 

satisfactory status, and to play a significe..nt role. This is more evident 

here than in rural areas, because our cities are the habitat of a "climb

ing society". Traditional values are not rated highly. There is a con

tinuous scramble for a nen and higher status, more marked when one enters 

the clerical and white collar occupations. 
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While a satisfactory status marks the goal of urban living, it is 

likewise true that the means of achieving it can be described as secular. 

Traditional methods have little place in urbanized life. It is marked by 

choice and rationality, as opposed to tradition and custom. There is a 

heavy emphasis on technique. Where people are conscious of the ends they 

seek, they come to employ the most appropriate means to achieve them. 

Conscious, rational methods of achieving objectives are referred to as 

"techniquesn • No one word describes more adequately the attitudes developed 

in urban surroundings than to call them It secular" • 

What has been said in regard to urbanization refers to the whole 

range of life in the city. It is quite easy to narrow it down to the 

problem of the family. When those processes of urbanization are considered 

in terms of the individual, they prescribe the following sort of life for 

him. The city itself is a growing, changing p~sical structure. The 

individual must change his area of work to compete most effective~ in 

this changing structure. As specializations develop he must be ready to 

desert a waning field and enter one which is attracting newcomers. He 

must change his area of residence as the city changes; he must do the 

same as his social position changes Moreover a change in his social 

position often means a complete readjustment in his scale of living. 

It is 1mmediate~ obvious how precarious the position of the family 

is, in such a case. A family is only one among l~- of the possible 

achievements of an urban dweller~ One's vocation, travel, recreation, or 

~,. of a dozen interests conflict with it. A family inunedia.te4 

immobilizes a person in an environment that puts a premium on mobility. 

An urban family is an economic liability, while a rural family may be a 

distinct asset. 



The forces acting unfavorably on the family tend likewise to reduce 

its size. Mobility and communication are achieved in a city, in part, by 

sacrificing space. Children do not harmonize with the crowded living con

ditions of urban life. 

While the conditions of urban living are inimical to traditional 

family life, the attitude of rational choice allows one to seek alternatives. 

Emancipation of women has gone on to the place where many prefer a work

career to married life, and the bachelor apartment allows them to live an 

individualized life. It is inevitable that a secular attitude in people 

would result in their experimenting with contraceptive methods. where 

children conflict with one Ta attempts to achieve a coveted status, this 

phase of family life comes into the realm of rational control and 

technique. 



CHAPTER I 

BIOLOGICAL FAarORS IN THE SIZE OF THE FAMILY 

Until the beginning of this century, fami lies in Canada had been pre

dominantly rllral in type. Even today the majority can be characterized as 

such. It seems logical therefore, in beginning a description of the Canad-

!an family, to deal with that type fust. 

Rural Families; the Hinterland of a Region. 

The families selected for stuqy here were chosen from three rural 

areas. All three are far removed from the influence of a large metropol-

itan centre. Two of them lie up the ottawa river near Renfrew. The other 

lies down the St. Lawrence, across the river trom Three Rivers. A sample 

was selected from each area, and these were combined to give a sample 

which was representative of all three areas. The total figure Vias 

1,082 families. 

For the purpose of the main analysis, only a certain group of the 

families was used. In order to keep the samples lDliform in type, o~ 

those were retained which had both parents living at home, and in which 

the mother' &* age ranged between twenty-one and fifty years. This 

selected group totalled 584 families. 

The composition of the total sample appeared as follows: 

* Among "mothers" are incluied wives in those families where there are 
no children. 

1 



Table I. Selected Rural Families Classified According to Type, Ontario 
and ~bec, 1931. 

Type of Famil,. 

Mother 21-50 years of age •••••••••••••• 
Mother under 21 years of age ••••••••••• 
Mother over 50 years of age •••••••••••• 
Broken famiJjes* ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 

No. 

584 
10 

507 
181 

1,082 

P.c. 

54.0 
0.9 

28.4 
16.7 

100.0 

Source for this, and all other tables in the text: Unpublished Census 
Data, 1951. 
* Broken fa m1l ies are those with only one parent living at home. 
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These figures have little significance unless some comparison can be 

effected. In this analysis, comparison has been made with the sample from 

the hi~ urbanized metropolitan areas. Thes· areas show the strongest 
1\ 

contrast, and seem to indicate the goal toward which the other areas are 

tending. To make the comparison apparent, the data for both areas will 

be carried forward s1multaneous~. 

Metropolitan Families; the Centre of a Region. 

The metropolitan samples were chosen from Montreal and Toronto.** 

In each case two samples were taken; one from a well-to-do residential 

area, and the other from a working-class section. By combining the four 

individual. samples, a total of 1,849 families was secured. When these 

are arranged in order, they yield the composition shown in Table 11. 

** "Metropolitan", rather than the simpler term "urban n, is used through
out to refer to these areas. The latter is a Census term, and has been 
given a broader definition than is here desired. 



Tabl-e 11. Selected Metropolitan Families Classified According to Type, 
Montreal and Toronto, 1951. 

Type of Fa.mil.y 

Mother 21-50 years of age •••••••••••••• 
Mother under 21 years of age ••••••••••• 
Mother over 50 years of age •••••••••••• 
Broken families ••••••••••••.•••••.••••• 

Total 

No. 

1139 
15 

401 
296 

1,849 

P.c. 

61.6 
0.7 

21.7 
16.0 

100.0 

When the two areas are compared, one feature stands out. The rural 

area has a larger percentage of older parents than has the metropolitan 

area. The significance of this maroon~g of older parents in rural areas 

is not a feature of this study; but it raises the question as to whether 

the group of families of mothers 21-50 is homogeneous in each area. It 

may be that the ends of the group are weighted differently' in either case. 

The following table 1s constructed to show the composition of those two 

groups. 

Table Ill. Selected Rural and Metropolitan Families Classified According 
to Age of Mother, 1951. 

Area 

Age 
of Mother 

21-50 years 
31-40 years 
41-50 years 

Total 

No. 

140 
229 
215 

584 

Rural 

P.c. 

24.0 
59.2 
56.8 

100.0 

Metropolitan 

No. 

286 
445 
408 

1,159 

P.c. 

25.1 
59.1 
55.8 

100.0 
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A comparison of the percentages in each ten-year age group reveals 

no pronounced d1f'ferences between the rural and metropolitan areas. 

Reference to the individual areas sampled, however, suggests that the 

metropolitan group is not homogeneous in this respect. The residential 

areas contribute more than their share of the 41-50 age group, while the 

working-class areas contribute a larger share of the 21-30 group. Since 

each is weighted about equally they fail to represent the city as a whole, 

in which the working-class areas are more extensive. They do, however, 

represent typical areas in the city J which is the aim of this study. The 

fact that the rural and metropolitan 21-50 age groups are almost identically 

constituted makes the task of comparison much easier. 

In making a first cru:ie comparison of the sizes of the fa mi ] ies, the 

arithmetic average can be used for each area. In the metropolitan sample 

there was a total. of 2,455 children. Distributing these equally among the 

mothers 21-50 gives a figure of 2.14 children per family. 

In the rural sample there was a total of 2,307 children; the average 

size ot family here was 5.95 children. 

Since large variations are likely to exist in the sizes of families 

of mothers 21-50 as compared to those of mothers 41-50 , it is obvious 

that the arithmetic averages for ~ age group would more faithful~ 

represent the size of the families. These appear in Table IV. 



Table IV. Average Number of Chi J dren in Selected Rural and Metropo1i tan 
Families Classified According to Age of Mother, 1951.* 

Age of Mother 

21-50 years 
51-40 years 
41-50 years 

Rural 

2.50 
4.48 
4.35 

Metropolitan 

1.22 
2.57 
2.55 

* In this and following tables, "Children" refers to all children living 
at home. 

The differentials mentioned in the introduction are quite marked in 

each age group. In the younger age group the rural family is over twice 

as large as is the metropolitan. These differentials persist for each 

group, though they are less pronounced for the older groups. If the 

5 

rural birth rate were an increasing one, while the metropolitan was a de-

creasing one, the behaviour of the differentials is exact~ what would be 

expected. In the metropolitan area the families enlarge progressively 

with the increasing age of the mother. This does not happen with the 

41-50 age group in the rural area. Apparently children leave home at an 

earlier age in the rural area. This, of course, would reduce the size of 

families of the older mothers, especially those 41-50. Two factors, the 

age differences at home leaving, and the decreasing birth rate in the 

metropolitan section, combine to explain the behaviour of the above sets 

of averages. 

The same facts are brought out by presenting the data in the form of 

a distribution. In the following table, the number of mothers having each 

a given number of children is presented. The table is telescoped to make 

comparison easier. 
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Table V. Selected Rural and Metropolitan Families, of Mothers 21-50 Years, 
Classified According to N"Wllber of Children per Family, 1951. 

Area 

Rural 

Metro
politan 

No. 

P.c. 

No. 
P.C. 

No. 
P.C. 

Total 

584 
100.0 

1,159 
100.0 

None 

58 
10.0 

272 
25.9 

Families having the following 
number of Children 

1-2 

151 
25.8 

4:76 
41.8 

150 
25.7 

260 
22.9 

5-6 

122 
20.9 

88 
7.7 

7-8 

65 
11.1 

29 
2.5 

9+ 

58 
6.5 

14 
1.2 

The differences suggested by the averages are more explicit here. 

The smaller metropolitan average is obviously due in part to the greater 

proportion of families with no children. The primary data show that these 

no-child families are fairly even4 distributed among all three age group-

ings. Therefore, the large number of no-child families in the metropolitan 

area does not signify postponement of children, but rather means a greater 

number of families in which there never will be children. The difference 

is considerable; the percentage in this class in the metropolitan area is 

two and one half' times as great as in the rural area. 

The other end of the table has been left open. In the rural area the 

largest family sampled showed seventeen children living at home. In the 

metropolitan area the largest was thirteen. But the relative proportions 

having large families diverge sharp~. In the class of families having 

over seven children, the proportion in the rural area is five times as 

large as in the metropolitan area. 0nl3 of the families having 3-4 

children are the percentages nearly equivalent. 

Considering the areas as wholes, it is apparent that the distribution 
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of large and small families differs radically. In neither case 1s there 

a modal group. In the metropolitan area, the families with no children, 

with one child and with two children each contribute approximately twenty 

per cent of the total. In each succeeding class there is a sharp decrease 

in the percentage. In the rural area, each of the first seven groups con

tributes approxima.te~ an equal percentage, in the neigbborhood of ten per 

cent. Metropolitan families fall into the ~ child classes; rural fam

ilies tall into the Q-6 child classes. If' the areas are considered in 

terms of a range of sizes within a distribution, rather than a modal 

average, or an arithmetic mean, then the contrast between the two areas 

stands out quite sharpl3". The classes baving four or less children com

prise 88.6% of the metropolitan families, but o~ 61.5% of those in 

rural areas. Thus while the metropolitan area overshadows the rural in 

the matter of the no-child family, it is equal11' obvious that the large 

families are concentrated in the rural areas. 

Earlier, where the average size of the familY in each area was com

pared, the figure was given for each age group. 

butions can also be extended to show the variations in size of family 

that are associated with age differences of the mothers. 

The data of Table VI are presented in the Appendix; for sake of 

brevity o~ the percentages appear here. 
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Table VI. Per Cent Distribution of Selected Rural and Metropolitan Families 
Classif'ied by Age of Mother and Number of Children, 1951. 

Age of 
Area Total 

Mother 
None 

Rural 21-30 100.0 16.4 
51-i0 100.0 4.8 
41-50 100.0 11.2 

Metro- 21-50 100.0 36.7 
politan 51-40 100.0 19.5 

41-50 100.0 19.9 

Families having the following 
number of children 

1-2 5-4 5-6 7-8 

42.9 26.4 9.B 4.3 
19.6 50.6 25.6 14.9 
21.4 20.0 25.6 11.6 

48.5 12.9 1.7 0.4 
41.1 26.5 9.7 2.5 
58.0 25.7 9.8 4.4 

Source: Unpublished Census Data, 1951. See Appendix Table •. 

9+ 

0.7 
6.5 

10.2 

1.1 
2.2 

This refined data emphasizes what has been said about the concentration 

of families of a certain size in the respective areas. If the 51-40 age 

group is examined, it is evident that in the rural area over 75% of these 

families have three or more children. This holds for less 40 per cent of 

the metropolitan families. Among the young mothers the same condition ob-

tains. In the 21-50 age group, families of three or more children for the 

rural area contribute over 40 per cent of the total, while in the metropo1-

itan area the corresponding figure is 15 per cent. 

One feature of the rural area is the sharp increase in the number of 

no-child families in the 41-50 age group as compared with the 51-40 group. 

No such rise occurs in the metropolitan area, while in the rural area the 

figure climbs from 4.8% to 11.2%. This apparently marks a tendency for 

children to remain home to a later a.ge in the metropolitan areas, and to 

leave the home in the rural areas. This supports the conclusion arrived 

at in discussing the averages for each area. 
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It is not intended here to suggest the factors responsible for the 

differentials in size in the rural and urban families. The differentials 

can be briefly summarized; 

(a) The marked difference in the number of no-child famjJjes as between 

two types of areas. 

(b) The heavy concentration of the no-child, one child and two child 

fam; J ies in the urban area and the slighter concentration among the 

rural familjes of families ranging from 0-6 children. 

(c) The frequency with which families of more than seven children appear 

in the rural area., and their relative absence in the urban centres. 

The above analysis has drawn attention to the regional differences 

in the sizes of fa m1 Jjes. or co-ordinate importance is the age of the 

mother as the significant variable in determining the size of the family. 

T he number of children corresponds in crude fashion with the age of 

the mother. It would correspond more closely with the number of years ex-

posure to child-bearing for each mother. This figure could be secured 

approximately by sUbtracting her age at marriage from her present age, 1£ 

such data were available in each case. 

On the other hadn, advancing age on the part of the mother is usually 
It:...../ 

accompanied by cbi J dren leaving home, and hence a smaller sized fami.ly. 

The effect of the age of the mother on the size of the family is to that 

extent ambiguous. 

Broadl,y speaking, mothers of 21-50 show smaller families than do those 

ot 31-40. Between the latter group, and the group 41-50, age of mother is 

not a significant factor. Apparently the number of children born after 

mothers have reached the age of forty is offset by those leaving home. 
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This would explain the close c9ngruence of the percentages in each of those 

groups in the urban areas. For the city they are almost homogeneous; in 

the rural area they diverge, though not significantly. 

Before leaving these two groups, it can be pointed out that the 21-50 

age group in the rural area is almost identical in composition of size of 

families with the 51-40 age group in the urban setting. Hence, although 

age of mother is accompanied by significant variations in the number of 

children per fa m; 'y, such variations are less pronounced than are those 

relating to the particular area in which the families are located. 

The Families of a Commercial Town. 

It has been suggested that the rural area and the metropolis are at 

opposite ends of a series of situations in which families are located. 

Other members of this series are the Commercial and Industrial towns. The 

former comprise the small towns, outside the direct influence of large 

centres, which provide the elementary services to the rural hinterland. 

The latter represent the impact of modern industry on semi-rural areas, 

which consequent~ experience a rapid aggregation in population. In each 

case the population has a quite different occupational and social co~ 

position. Each of these areas will be discussed in turn, and compared 

with the metropolitan areas. 

The commercial towns selected were Nicolet, Megantic, Iberv1lle and 

Riviere du Loup in Quebec, and Arnprior, Pembroke and Renfrew in Ontario. 

A sample chosen from these towns yielded 666 families. The composition of 

the sample is chO"V'lll in Table VII. 
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Table V.Il. Selected Families from Commercial Towns, Classified According 
to Type, Ontario and Quebec, 1951. 

Type of Family 

Mother 21-50 years of age •••••••••••••• 
Mother UDder 21 years of age ••••••••••• 
Mother over 50 years of age ••.•••.••••• 
Broken familieS •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 

No. 

414 
2 

160 
90 

666 

P.c. 

62.2 
0.3 

24.0 
15.5 

100.0 

Two features appear when this table is compared to the corresponding 

one for the metropolitan area.. There are less broken families here than 

in the metropolitan centre. And there are more of the older mothers, those 

over fifty. The differences are by no means as marked as they were for the 

rural area. 

The large group of mothers 21-50 was broken down into ten-year age 

groups. The figures and percentages appear in Table VIII. 

Table VIII. Selected Commercial Town and Metropolitan Families Classified 
According to Age of Mother, 1951. 

Area Commercial. Town Metropolitan 

Age 
of Mother No. P.C. No. P.C. 

21-50 years 89 21.5 286 25.1 
51-40 years 151 56.5 445 59.1 
41-50 years 174 42.0 408 35.8 

Total 414 100.0 1,159 100.0 
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When the rural metropolitan comparison was made, it turned out that 

both groups had a similar composition. Such is by no means the case here. 

The parent population in the commercial towns is decided~ older. While 

there are 25.1 per cent of the metropolitan families in the group whose 

mothers are 21-50, in the commercial town area the percentage is onl.7 21.5. 

For the older group, of mothers 41-50, the percentages are 42.0 per cent 

for the commercial towns as opposed to 35.8 per cent for the metropolitan 

area. 

This sample is representative of the whole commercial town area. For 

that reason, it is probably safe to say, that the composition of the group 

of families of mothers 21-50 resembles the same group in the metropolitan 

residential section, but differs signif'icant~ from the working-class 

section. 

Since the ten year age groups are \Dlequally represented in the two 

sets of figures, the arithmetic averages are scarcely comparable. In their 

place, the average number of children per family in each ten year age group 

is given. 

Table IX. Average Number of Children, in Selected Commercial Town and 
Metropoli tan Families Classified by Age of Mother, 1931. 

Age of Mother 

21-50 years 
51-40 years 
41-50 years 

Commercial Town 

1.87 
5.48 
3.95 

Metropolitan 

1.22 
2.57 
2.55 
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Two features ot the comparison are obvious. The commercial town 

shows considerably larger tamilies than does the metropolitan area. It 

comes closer to resembling the rural pattern ot family size. 

In each case the increase in size is continued for each succeeding 

age group. This was not tbe ease for the rural area. This would suggest 

that the age at leaving home is ImlCh the same in the commercial towns and 

in the metropolitan area. The sets ot averages are almost completely cam-

parable, with the commercial town standing 50 per cent higher than the 

metropolitan area. 

The data tor the commercial towns are likewise presented in the form 

ot a distribution, similar to that for the rural end metropoli tan areas. 

Aa before the table ls telescoped and also reduced to percentages. 

Table x. Selected Commercial Town and Metropolitan Families, ot Mothers 
21-50 Years, Classified Accordiqg to Number ot Children per 
Family, 1931. 

No. 
Area 

P.c. 

Commar- No. 
cia! Town P.c. 

Metro- No. 
politan P.c. 

Total 

414 
100.0 

1,139 
100.0 

None 

62 
15.0 

272 
23.9 

Families having the follOWing number 
of children 

1-2 

126 
30.4 

476 
41.8 

3-4 

99 
23.9 

260 
22.9 

5-6 

74 
17.9 

88 
7.7 

7-8 

33 
7.9 

29 
2.5 

9+ 

20 
4.9 

14 
1.2 

The metrop01i tan percentages are included tor compari son. As in the 

earlier comparison, the 3-4 child families are approximately equally re-

presented in each area. The no-chl1d families are more numerous in the 

comn.ercial town than in the rural area, but much less so than in the 

metropolItan. 
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The large families, those with five or more children, comprise over 

50 per cent of the famil ies in the commercial towns. This is in decided 

contrast to the similar figure for the metropolitan area, 11.4 per cent. 

Inspection of the above table reveals that there is no one she of 

family representative of the commercial towns. Broadly speaking, each o£ 

the first five classes has an equal claim to be called the representative 

size of family. In each there is approximately 15 per cent of all families. 

Referring to the earlier comparison, it will be seen that the no-child, one-

child and. two-child classes in the metropolitan area contributed approx-

imately 20 per cent of the families. From this it appears that the commer-

cial town stands midway between the rural and urban areas. 

Since the composition of this sample differs from that of the metropol-

itan area, a comparison of the distributions for each age group is more re-

liable. These appear in Table XI. The percentages only are shown; the 

remainder of the data is in the Appendix. 

Table XI. Per Cent Distribution of Selected Commercial Town and Metropol
itan Families Classified by Age of Mother and Number of Children, 
1931.* 

Age of 
Families having the following 

nl.UDber of children 
Area Total ------------------------------------------

Mother 
)lone 1-2 3-4 7-8 9+ 

Commer- 21~0 100.0 25.6 45.8 24.9 6.6 1.1 
cia1 Town 51-40 100.0 15.9 25.2 27.8 19.9 9.9 5.5 

41-50 100.0 li.S 28.2 20.1 21.8 9.8 8.6 

Metro- 2l-S0 100.0 36.7 48.5 12.9 1.7 0.4 
po1itan 51-40 100.0 19.3 41.1 26.5 9.7 2.5 1.1 

41-50 100.0 19.9 58.0 25.7 9.8 4.4 2.2 

* For basic data, see Appendix Tables 



This table reveals unambiguously the differences in sizes of families 

between the two areas, as well as the variations in size of f?~ly that 

accompany increasing ages for th e moth era. 
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The consistently larger size of the oommerciel town families is appar

ent at first glance. Considering the families of two or less children in 

the families of mothers 21-30, the areas compare thus; metropolitan 85 per 

cent, commercial town, 67.4 per cent. This contrast is mirrored when the 

families of five and more children in the 41-50 group are compared. For 

the metropolitan area the percentage is 16.4, while for the commercial 

town it stands at 40.2. 

From the above it is clear that a rural-urban classification of fa~ 

i1ies conceals many of the facts about size of family. Although classed 

as urban, the commercial town is far more closely related in this regard 

to the rural area, than it is to the metropolitan eentre. 

The task remains of outlining the changes in size of family that 

accompany increases in the ~ge of the mother for families in this area. 

In general, the families conSistently increase in size with an increased 

age of the mother. This suggests that children do not leave home here as 

early as they do in the rural areas. In the rural ares. the maximum size 

for families lies in the 31-40 age group. In these towns, it has risen 

into the 41-50 age group. This may either be due to the home-leaving age 

being higher, or to a decreasing birth rate. 

The age of the mother does not appear to explain any of the differen-

tials existing between the commercial town and the metropolitan centre. The 

point here is that tamilies increase in size ~~th the increaSing age of the 

mother, but in the commercial town area, the increase is added to a family 
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which, in the 21-50 age group, is already much larger than is the corre-

sponding metropolitan family. 

Families in an Industrial Town. 

The fourth member included in the series of typical situations is the 

Industrial tOlN-n. In the main, it is characterized by the concentration of 

certain occupational and social groups in an area where the aggregation of 

population is rapid. In this it stands in vivid contrast to the slowly 

maturing commercial towns. 

Two of these towns were sampled; Ste. l{vacinthe in Quebec and Oshawa 

in Ontario. The combined sample from the two yielded 769 famiJjes. The 

composition of this sample follows in Table XII. 

Table XII. Selected Families from Industrial Towns, Classified According 
to Type, 1951. 

Type of Famil1' 

Mother 21-50 years of age •••••••••••••• 
Kother under 21 years of age •••......•• 
Mother over 50 years of age •••••••••••• 
Broken families ••.•.•.•••••••••.••••••• 

Total 

No. 

555 
9 

150 
77 

769 

P.c. 

69.~ 

10.0 
1.2 

19.5 

100.0 

The industrial town areas show the most divergent composition of ram-
111es. There is the smallest percentage of broken families, and the small-

est percentage of famil1es of mothers over fifty, of all four groups con-

sidered. The data suggest that this is an area of young parents. The 

analysis of the 21-50 group into ten-year age groups brings this fact out 

clearly. 
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Table XIII. Selected Industrial Town and Metropolitan Families Classified 
According to Age of' Mother, 1951. 

Area 

Age 
of Mother 

21-30 years 
51-40 years 
41-50 years 

Total. 

Industrial Town 

No. 

166 
209 
158 

553 

P.c. 

51.1 
39.2 
29.7 

100.0 

Metropolitan 

No. 

286 
445 
408 

1,159 

P.c. 

25.1 
59.1 
35.8 

100.0 

The central group maintains the same proportion in each area. But each 

ot the other age groups differs by approximately one fifth. It seems fair 

to state here, that if the commercial towns resembled the residential 

section of the metropolitan area, the industrial town resembles the ~-

ing-class section. Among the four areas studies, this one presents the 

youngest parent population. 

In the area there were 1,202 children in the sample of families ot 

mothers 21-50. Distributing these among the 535 families gives an average 

figure of 2.26 children per family. The corresponding figure for metropol-

itan areas was 2.14 chil.dren. The occurrence of so many young parents in 

the industrial town suggests that the average figure is scarcely a re-

liable comparison. 

When the average is computed for each ten-year age group, the com-

par1son appears as in Table XIV. 
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Table XIV. Average Number of Children in Selected Industrial Town and Met
ropoli tan Families Classified According to Age of Mother, 1951. 

Age of Mother 

21-30 years 
31-40 years 
41-50 years 

Industrial Town 

1.51 
2.35 
2.91 

Metropolitan 

1.22 
2.57 
2.55 

From the above table two features emerge. In the young age group, the 

families are approximate~ 20 per cent larger in the industrial town. This 

differential disappears in the 51-40 age group. Apparent~ industrialization 

and urbanization have a salutary effect on the birth rate. At any rate the 

size of the family dips more sharply in this area than in any other. 

For the 41-50 age group the same fea ture does not continue. The size 

of the family rises more rapidly, and to a much higher point than in the 

metropolitan area. Examination of detailed data on the age of the children 

involved clears up the apparent contradiction. The birth rate has deereased 

considerably and sharP4. The families of mothers 41-50 reflect the birth 

rate of an earlier period; quite likely many of these families were filled 

to their present size when they came to the area. The distribution of 

children into age groups supports the above explanation. The increase in 

size of families shown by the 41-50 age group does not mean that children 

have been postponed until the later part of the child-bearing period .. 

This sample illuminates the effect of an industrial environment on the 

size of the family; it also demonstrates how quickly the rural pattern of 

family size can be modified, given the industrial conditions. 

Table XV shows the same data in the form of a distribution. The urban 
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percentages are inc1lXied for comparison. They can be used here only with 

caution, because of the differences in the age composition of each group. 

Table XV. Selected Industrial Town and Metropolitan Families, of Mothers 
21-50 Years, Classified According to Number of Children per 
Family, 1951. 

No. 
Area Total 

P.c. 

Indus tr i- 'No. 555 
a1 Town P.c. 100.0 

Metro- No. 1,159 
po1itan P.C. 100.0 

None 

Families having the following 
number of children 

1-2 5-4 7-8 9+ 

97 242 128 40 20 6 
18.2 45.4 24.0 7.5 5.8 1.1 

272 476 260 88 29 14 
25.9 41.8 22.9 7.7 2.5 1.2 

The significant differences here lie in the number of families 

baving no cbi lOren, and those having one and two. The differences approx-

imately balance. From the above it appears that the industrial area comes 

closest of all to having a modal famjly. In the area, 45.4 per cent of 

all families appear in the one and two child classes. Such a concentra-

tion has not occurred in any other area. 

Apart from that mentioned above, there are no pronounced differences 

between these areas as shown by this table. An analysis by age groups, 

however, reveals further characteristics of the industrial town. 
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Table XVI. Per Cent Distribution of Selected Industrial Town and Metropol
itan Families Classified by Age of Mother and Number of Children, 
1951.* 

Families having the following 
Age of number of children 

Area Total 
Mother None 1-2 5-6 7-8 9+ 

Industri- 21~0 100.0 22.9 59.6 15.1 2.4 
a1 Town 51-40 100.0 16.5 44.0 25.8 8.1 4.8 1.0 

41-50 10040 15.8 52.5 31.0 12.0 6.5 2.6 

Metro- 21-50 100.0 56.7 48.5 12.9 1.7 0.4 
politan 31-40 100.0 19.5 41.1 26.5 9.7 2.3 1.1 

41-50 100.0 19.9 58.0 25.7 9.8 4.4 2.2 

* For basic data, see Appendix Table&' 

The differences appearing above are chiefly these. The no-child fam-

111' appears more often in the metropolitan centre. In the industrial town, 

a larger percentage of families are limited to one or two children. This 

is at once apparent from an inspection of the 21-50 age groupings. That 

group in the industrial town comprises almost 60 per cent of the total for 

that age of mothers. The same size of f~ is heavily represented in the 

31-40 age group, contributing 44 per cent of the total. 

Apart from those differences, the two younger groups are almost 

ident1a1 in the two areas. If families of the mothers 51-40 are divided 

into three classes, two and less, three and four, five and more, it appears 

that in no case do the two areas differ by as much as 1 per cent of the total. 

It remains to trace out the relation between age of mother and size of 

family. In the discussion of the metropolitan families it was pointed out 

that the 41-50 group ha.rdJ.3 differed from the ~1-40 group. This is by no 
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means the case for the sample. from the industrial towns. It seems clear 

from a further study of the data, that the larger families in the 41-50 

group represent an ear~ rural infiltration, and are not the typical pro

ducts of an industrial environment. 

T he heavy concentration of families in the one and two child classes 

has been mentioned earlier. There is a corresponding scarcity of families 

with more than three children. In the industrial aretl, of the families of 

mothers 21-50, the percentage having three or more children is 17.5 per 

cent. For the 31-40 group the corresponding percentage is 59. 7 • The 

difference between the two is only 22.2 per cent. For this group, not 

much child-bearing is occurring after the age of thirty. 

In the metropolitan area, for the 21-50 group, the families with 

three or more ch::lJdren contributed 15 per cent. In the 51-40 age group 

those families comprise 59.6 per cent. The difference here is 24.6 per cent. 

Such analysis shows the correspondence between these two areas. In 

size of family, and in tendency of mothers to concentrate births in the 

21-S0 year span, the two areas are striking~ similar. Industrialization 

and urbanization may not be destroying the family; but they certainly are 

developing a different size pattern from that found in the rural areas. 

Families in the Past. 

If the families in the industrial towns, commercial towns and rural 

areas are approaching the metropolitan as a pattern, that fact should be 

discernible in an historical study of the family. 

This chapter began with a description of the differentials in size 

existing between rural and metropolitan families. A mere picture of 

static differences, however, would be misleading. The metropo1i tan area 
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is increasing in relation to the rural, and more families are coming 

under its influence. The main thesis of the study, however, is that the 

effects of urbanization are filtering out to !l! the other types of areas. 

Hence, ",hat we have is not a static l)icture of families of different sizes, 

but a dynamic picture of urbanizing forces affecting families wherever they 

are located. 

If this is so, then trends should be traceable in these other areas. 

For that purpose, data were compiled showing the sizes of families at 

earlier dates. T he main data are from the Census of 1951. The support

ing data are for 1901, to enable the changes over a thirty-year period to 

be studied. Unfortunately, such data cannot be secured for the metropol

itan areas. The large metropoli have grown so repidly, that the typical 

areas of today had no populated existence in 1901. Areas that were 

typically residential then have since become slums, or are industrialized. 

The historical study is thus restricted to the other types of areas. Here 

the same trouble is experienced F though in a lesser degree. Broadly 

speaking, the picture is this. The rural areas have decreased in popula

tion per unit of territory; hence comparison is easy. In the conunercial 

towns there has been a steady increase in population, but not great enough 

to render the areas incommensurate at the two dates. The industrial towns 

have had a rapid population growth, so that comparison there is difficult. 

In 1901 ste. Hyacinthe was large enough to compare with its 1951 population; 

Oshawa was so much smaller, that for the earlier date it was combined with 

Woodstock to provide a sufficiently large sample. 

For a time comparison, such an analysis as that attempted with the 

1951 data would prove cumbersome. Only an abridgment of it is attempted 

here. In each of the four areas previously examined, the families of 



25 

mothers· 51.-40 turned out to-be the most illuminating group studied. For 

the time compariaon, attention will be restricted in the main to these 

families. T his will obviate the necessity of making adjustments for the 

differences that may occur in the age composition of each sample. For 

the purposes of this comparison, it will be assumed that the 51-40 groups 

are homogeneous as to age composition in each area compared. 

In each case here, the comparison will be with the ~ area for the 

two different dates; only oblique reference will be made to the metropol

itan area. 

The industrial areas are considered first. The sample for 1901 

totalled 489 families. The unbroken families of mothers whose ages 

ranged from 51-40 were sorted out. These totalled 12S. For 1951 the 

corresponding sample totalled 209, which reflects the growth in population 

of these areas. Children in the area totalled 551. The average size 

for this group of families was 2 .. 85 children per family. This bears 

out the conclusion expressed earlier that the industrial areas are 

moving in the same direction as the urban areas have already gone. 

The distribution of families is likewise ad<ied for comparison, in 

Ta.ble XVII. 
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Table XvII. Selected Industrial Town Fami ] jes, of Mothers 51-40 Years, 
Classified According to Number of Children per Fa roil y, 1901 
and 1951.* 

Year 

1901 

1951 

Ho. 

P.c. 

No. 
P.C. 

P.c. 

Total 

125 
100.0 

100.0 

None 

14 
11.4 

Farn;] jes baving the following 
number of children 

1-2 5-6 7-8 

46 ~9 16 7 
57.4 51.7 15.0 5.7 

44.0 25.8 8.1 0.8 

9+ 

1 
0.8 

1.0 

* Unpublished Census DataJ 1901 and 1951. 

This table amplifies the conclusions suggested by the average for each 

date. When the industria1 area was compared with the urban, the significant 

features were the larger percentage of no-child families in the urban area, 

and the high concentration of one and two child families in the industrial 

area. • When the latter area is traced back thirty years , it is evident 

that these are developing trends. No-child families have increased in 

importance; and in general the tendency is for the families of two and 

fewer children to be more heavily represented, while all the larger sizes 

of families are proportionately diminished. This evidence suggests that 

the urban pattern of family life is following close on the heels of indus

trialization. The people that industry mobilizes in these new centres are 

singularly responsive in adjusting the size of their families to the new 

conditions of life. 

A similar analysis can be applied to the commercial towns. In 1901 

a sample, taken on the same basis as the 1951 sample, yielded 410 families. 

The group of unbroken families of mothers 51-40 totalled 121. The 
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corresponding group for 1931 numbered 151. The increase represents the 

growth in population of these areas during three decades. The growth was 

much more modest than that of the industrial areas considered previously. 

The chjldren of this group of families totalled 475, so that the 

average number of cbj] dren in 1901 was ~. 95 per family. The correspond-

ing average for the later date was 5.48 children. As in the industrial 

towns, the decrease is quite marked. The reduction is not as large pro-

portionate~ in the commercial towns as it was in the industrial area, 

but it seems safe to say that the effects of urbanization here, too, are 

apparent. 

The distribution of these families by size, Table :XVIII, suggests 

the same conclusion. 

Ta.ble XVIII. Selected Commercial Town Families, of Mothers 51-40 Years, 
Classified According to Number of Children per Family, 1901 
and 1951.* 

Year 

1901 

1951 

No. 

P.c. 

No. 
P.C. 

P.c. 

Total 

121 
100.0 

100.0 

None 

16 
15.2 

Families baving the following 
number of children 

1-2 5-6 7-8 9+ 

21 57 27 15 5 
17.4 30.6 22.5 12.4 4.1 

25.2 27.8 19.9 9.9 3.5 

* Unpublished Census Data, 1901 and 1951. 

The change reflected in the average is here seen to be distributed 

over the whole range of families. In contrast to the industrial area, 

there has been little change in the percentage of no-child families. The 

chief' change lies in the group having one or tViO children. This group 
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has increased by almost 50 per ce~t during the three decades. Each class, 

of families larger than the above, has had a smaller, though noticeable 

decrease. 

It was remarked earlier that in the commercial towns, in 19:;1, fam

ilies having from 0-4 chiJdren were approximately equally represented. 

This is in contrast to the 1901 situation. At the earlier date the three 

and four child families could be termed modal, with the families ot five 

and six children occurring more often than those with one and two chil

dren. 

All the above tends to verify the thesis that what is termed the 

urban size of family is a qynamic trend operating among families far re

moved from the large urban centres. 

It remains to examjne the data for the rural areas for the earlier 

period. In this case the evidence is by no means clear. In general the 

rural population has decr~ed over this thirty year period. In all three 

areas stuiied, the number of families had decreased. Population, and 

number of families have not decreased at equal rates. 

T he total sample secured from the same three rural areas, for 1901, 

yielded 1,409 families. or these, 550 fell in the class of 1.mbroken fam

ilies of mothers 51-40. When this is compared with 229 families in the 

same grouping in 1951, it is obvious that there has been a substantial de

crease in the number of' families over the three decades. The extent of the 

decline in number of families, or the factors causing it, are not features 

of this stlXly; they are mentioned because they complicate the perspective 

in which the family is seen. 

These S50 families comprised 1,398 cbi J dren, an average of four per 

family. For 1951 the figure stood at 4.48. In this case the average 
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size of the fam1ly has increased over the thirty year period. These facts 

are totally at variance with the data from the other areas. 

A distribution of these families by sizes shows more precisely where 

the changes are occurring. This is shown in Table XIX. 

Table XIX. Selected Rural Fami 1 ies , of Mothers 51-40, Classified According 
to Number of Children per Family, 1901 and 1951.* 

Fa mi J j es having the following 
No. number of children 

Year Total 
P.C. None 1-2 5-4 5-6 7-8 

1901 No. 550 28 58 106 88 55 17 
P.C. 100.0 8.0 16.6 50.5 25.1 15.1 4.9 

1951 P.c. 100.0 4.9 19.6 30.6 23.6 14.9 6.5 

* Unpublished Census Data, 1901 and 1951. 

A comparison of the percentages for the two periods reveals that the 

classes of families with two or fewer children, those with three or four, 

and those with five or more contribute the same proportion in each year-

The differences lie inside these groups and may be S ll1llJMrized as follows. 

lo-child families have decreased, and are replaced by families of one 

and two children in the 1951 sample. Families of nine or more children 

have increased at the expense of families of five and six children. 

Analysis of the ages of the children in each period demonstrates 

that the age distribution of children has varied little. There has been 

an increase in the numbers of children of !!! ages. This refutes the 

hypothesis that the larger families of 1951 are due in part to the return 

of older children during the hard depression years. 
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From the above it wo11ld appear that only when people are removed 

from the rural area does the size of the family change. This is not com

pletely true. In the.first place, health conditions have improved over 

this thirty year period. A lower mortality rate may easily counteract 

the trend toward smaller families. And again, the rural area is not 

homogeneous ethnically. In this respect, a figure covering all three 

rural areas conceals what is happening in each separate area. These 

differences will be discussed later. For the present it is apparent 

that while the urban trend is toward smaller sized families, for part 

at least of the rural area, the trend is in the opposite direction. 



CHAPTER 11 

THE FAMILIES OF OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 

The families discussed in Chapter I were analysed on a regional 

basis ; that analysis revealed the size differentials existing be"tween 

the various areas of the region, and gave an opporttmity of considering 

the age of the mother as one of the factors determining the size of 

the family. 

The present chapter makes use of the same data, tracing the relation 

between size of family, and the occupation of the male head of the family. 

The general hypothesis is that the size of the family varies with the 

different grades or types of occupations. If occupations could be ranged 

in a series, according to social contacts and standard of living, then it 

is argued that the size of the family would show a progressive decrease 

throughout the series. In this chapter the data are analysed to reveal 

(a) the differences in size of famiJy in the various occupational groups; 

(b) the variations in size of family in the same occupational group in 

different areas within a region. 

The general scheme of the last chapter is repeated; the rural area 

is ana~sed first, and the urban area is referred to for comparison.* 

*"Urban n refers to industrial and commercial towns, as well as metro
politan areas. 

29 
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A. The Rural Area vs. the Urban Area. 

Any attempt at comparing the families in rural and urban areas, on 

the basis of occupation, reveals a profound contrast in occupational 

structure. The complex occupational pattern of a city population em

phasizes the fact that specialization has been carried to great lengths. 

The rural area, in its turn, shows a relative homogeneity of occupational 

status. Urban workers can be convenient~ segregated into broad occupa

tional classes such as professional, managerial, clerical, supervisory, 

skilled, personal service and unskilled. In the rural areas there is 

little of such specialization of function. With the exception of the 

rural teacher, the vast majorit.y of rural people would be classed as 

farmers. Hence, although occupation is a basis for class~ing the people 

of urban areas, the undifferentiated rural population cannot be analysed 

in such terms. 

I. Specialization in the Urban Area. 

The most significant rural-urban distinction lies in the fact that 

specialization is the key-note of the economic life of the city. This 

specialization is much broader than the often used "division-of-labor" 

concept. It is often true. that a city depends heavily on one industry, 

with its special group of occupations. But around such occupations 

cluster a great variety of supplementary occupations. To name the 

specialized activities of education, medicine and recreation is to men

tion only a few. In the rural area there is a one-occupation pattern of 

living. Farming is not surrounded by a group of auxiliary rural. occupa

tions. From a social point of view this constitutes one of the most 

deep-rooted of differences. The extensive specialization of function 
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found in urban centres has immediate significance for the size of the family. 

For the m-ban areas these will be discussed under four headings. 

(a) In the first place, specialization of function divides people into 

visible classes. Persons in the same occupational group become conscious 

of their own class or group. They tend to live up to a certain standard 

of living, which becomes one of the badges of their group. Along with 

that standard of living are associated the ambitions and behavior "right 

and proper" to such a place in society. One way to maintain a standard of 

living is to limit the number of children sharing one income. Hence, in 

cases where people are proud and conscious of their standard of living, 

the size of the family is not an accidental matter. 

(b) The specialization of function is also characterized by mobility 

and increase of social contacts. Mobility does not merely refer to the 

da~ round of activites, nor do contacts refer only to those met during 

the day's activities. Professional life is usually characterized by 

changes of residence that are unheard of in rural life. This leads to a 

greater range of contacts, as well as a greater number of them; it also 

allows one to see a great variety of patterns of family life. In part 

this frees one from the traditions of his own local group. 

Our society has been typified as a "climbing society". Groups of 

people are anxious to better their positions, to get a step higher. 

Mobility allows them to see and sample the patterns of living of a wide 

variety of types. 

(c) Mobility, whether it be in space, in occupation, in social class, 

or what-not, puts a premium on an individual pattern of life. A family, 

and especially children, place a handicap on the urban dweller. Robbed 

of his individual mobility, he is at a disadvantage in competing in 
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obvious. 
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(d) Finally, specialization of functions leads to a secular attitude 

of life. Individuals become more interested in the means of attaining 

ob jecti ves than in seeking prescribed .!!!!!§.. Technique, and methods of 

control, become the characteristics of a specialized mode of life. More 

activities come to demand rational decision; the arrival and spacing of 

children are by no means exempt. 

Although at first glance the specialization of function, which 

characterizes urban life, and the question of the size of the family 

seem remote from each other, a little consideration shows how integrally 

the one is related to the other. 

11. Families in the Rural Area. 

Earlier in this chapter it was stated that the rural area is a one

occupation area. It was this that lent significance to much of what was 

said about specialization in the urban areas. In the rural area 

specialization is found in only the most rudimentary form. 

Moreover, the occupation of farming is unique in one respect. It is 

a family occupation. In general, farming depends on the presence of a 

supply of unpaid family labor. At quite an early age children are an 

asset in a farm home. A farm without children is not a successful econom

ic establishment. From the point of view of labor supply, the large rural 

family suits the general conditions of farm life. 

The reasons for the existence of larger families in rural areas 

cannot all be traced to economic or ecolog~l causes. Much of family 

bebavior owes its inception to culture and tradition. In the rural area, 
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and in farm life particularly, much of behavior is governed by custom. 

In this it differs significantly from the urban centres. On the farm it 

is right and proper to marry fairly early, and to have a good-sized 

family. A family of six or eight chjldren is a creditable achievement in 

a rural area, while in the city such a family is hardly "respectable". 

Size of family in the country is more a matter of fate than of rational 

control. 

However, if' rural life came under the sway of rational control and 

technique, rather than custom and tradition, it does not necessarily mean 

that rural families would be smaller in size. The discussion in the pre

ceding paragraph shows that there are logical grounds for large families 

on the farm, as well as for small families in the urban areas. 

It is apparent from the above diacussion that some part of the diff

erence in the sizes of families in the rural and urban areas is related 

to these differences in the ecology of each area. The average size of 

the rural families was 5.85 children per family, while for the metropol

itan area it stood at 2.14 children. It is not possible, however, to 

isolate the factors responsible for such a difference. The characteristics 

of each area cannot be contrasted in any quantitative fashion. All that 

can be done here is to enumerate the characteristics of each area, and to 

indicate the size of family fOlmd in such areas. 

B • Occupa tion and Size of Family. 

In the other than rural areas of the study, a more precise ailalysis 

is possible. In these three areas the various occupations can be ranged 

in a series, in terms of income, status and social contacts, and the 

series divided into a few broad classes. 



To simplify the analysis, only the "wage-earning" portion of the 

sample was utilized. The rest of the "gainfully employed" comprised only 

a small fraction of the sample. The wage earners were grouped under five 

headings, which are listed in order. 

Managerial (and Professional) 

Clerical (Supervisory and Comrrercial) 

Skilled 

Intermediate (Semi-skilled and higher grade Personal Service) 

Unskilled (and lower grade Personal Service) 

I. In the first analysis the data for all three areas are combined, 

and the size of family for each occupational group is investigated. As 

before, only the unbroken families of mothers 21-50 years are used for 

this analysis. Of the families who listed their occupations with the 

Census enumerator, ~5S were classified as managerial. There ~ere 679 

children in their families. The average size of family of men who held 

managerial or professional positions was 1.92 children. 

11. The group of families whose heads were engaged in clerical, 

commercial or supervisory positions totalled 560 families. In these 

there were 890 children, giving an average of 2.47 children per family. 

These families are over one-fourth larger than those in the managerial 

group. 

Ill. The skilled workers in the three areas accounted for 404 of 

the heads of families. In these families, the children totalled 1,059; 

the average size was 2.57 children per family. The increase in size is 

less marked here. 

IV. For the intermediate group the average topples back. This 
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occupational group formed the largest class, 459 families. These fam

ilies comprised only 989 children. In this case the average is 2.25 

children per family. Such a decrease in the size of the family, as com

pared to the other areas, is confusing; further analysis, on the basis 

of the various occupations included in this group, might show certain 

occupations with exceedingly small families; such extended analysis was 

beyond the scope of this study.* 

V • In the unskilled group there were 514 families. In these there 

were 872 children, an average of 2. 78 per family. The group placed 

lowest in the occupational scheme shows the largest number of children of 

any group. 

The differentials existing between families in the various occupa

tional groups are summarized for comparison. 

!I1a.nagerial Class .••.•••••••.••.••.•••• 1.92 children 

Clerical Class .••••••.•....••.•••..•.• 2.47 It 

Skilled Class .•••••.•••••••.•••••••.•• 2.57 " 
Intermediate Class ••..•..•.•.•...••••• 2.25 " 
'UIlskilled Class....................... 2.78 " 
With the exception of the Intermediate class, the variations in 

size of family are in the direction expected. In extent they are not 

impressive. There is a difference of only 0.86 children between the 

largest and smallest family. The small size of all families here is due 

to the fact that rural families are excluded. 

* For details of the occupational classification see Appendix 
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The notable feature 9f the comparison is the relative homogeneity of 

the averages when the managerial group is omitted. The line between the 

professional and managerial class on the one hand, and all other OCCUpa-

tions on the other, marks the significant difference in size of families 

here. 

c. Regional Distribution of Occupations. 

The differences noted are by no means as great as those existing be-

tween the different areas in the region, as revealed in the previous 

chapter. However, they are sufficient to account for some of that 

regional variation in size of family. If there are variations in the 

structure of these three types of areas, from the point of view of occu-

pation of the head of the family, that fact would account for some of the 

variation in family size shown by the areas. 

The next stef is to describe the occupational pattern of each area, 

to discover how each class is represented. 

Table XX. Distribution of Selected Families, of Mothers 21-50 Years, 
Classified According to Occupation of Male Head of Family 
and Type of Area, 1951. 

Fa m1 )jes, the occupation of whose male head is classified as: 

Area 

Managerial Clerical Skilled Intermediate Unskilled Total 

Metropol- 246 215 188 202 155 1,006 
itan 24.4 21.4 18.7 20.1 15.4 100% 

Industrial 64 79 124 142 91 500 
Town 12.8 15.8 24.8 28.4 18.2 100% 

Commercial 45 66 92 95 68 564 
Town 11.8 18.1 25.5 26.1 18.7 100% 
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Table XX reveals strUQtural differences existing in these various 

areas. The most significant is the massing of the managerial and pro

fessional group in the metropolitan area. This bears out the statement 

made earlier, that the metropolitan area supports a higher development of 

the division of labor and specialization of function. Broadly speaking, 

this group contributes twice as large a proportion in the metropolitan as 

in either of the other areas. The metropolitan differs from both the 

other areas, too, in the size of the clerical group. This white collar, 

well paid group is an index of the connnercialized nature of metropolitan 

life. In the other three occupational classes, the metropolitan area 

ranks lowest. 

From the above comparison it is apparent how similar the composition 

of the industrial and commercial towns tends to be. The only significant 

difference is the greater proportion of the intermediate group in the 

industrial area, with a corresponding smaller proportion of clerical 

workers. Since the former comprises the machine tending group in general, 

and since the commercial town is typified more by the clerical than the 

manual working group, the difference is in the direction expected. 

It is now possib~e to trace the connections between the size of the 

family in each occupational group, the relative size of each group in each 

area, and the variations in size of family in each area which were the 

subject of the previous chapter. 

The variations in size of family between occupational groups were 

quite modest. The average number of children in the families of pro

fessional and managerial people was approximately two-th~s of the 

number for the unskilled group. The differences are much slighter than 

many eugenists would have us believe. On the other hand, such 8. 
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differential does contribute toward understanding the regional differences 

in the size of the family. The data show that managerial and professional 

people constitute a larger fraction of the metropolitan population than 

they do in the other two areas. It also appears that they have perceptibly 

smaller famj)ies. This tends to lower the average number of children per 

family for the metropolitan area as a whole. 

In regard to the other occupational classes, the structure of the 

three areas was more near~ similar. In addition, the variations in size 

of family between them were less pronounced than was true when the 

managerial class was considered. From the above one can conclude that, 

with the exception of the managerial class, regional variations cannot be 

explained in terms of the sizes of families found in different occupational 

classes. 

D. Variations within the Region. 

The above discussion has proceeded on the assumption that each occu

pational group was homogeneous as to size of families within it. The basic 

assumption of this st~, however, is that the most significant variations 

are those related to position within the region. Following out that 

hypothesis it is necessary to study each occupation singly, and ask: Do 

families of the same occupational group differ in size, if they happen to 

be located in the metropolitan area rather than in a commercial town? 

The rest of this chapter is devoted to investigating those differences. 

The basic data for the comparisons is in the Appendix. For the 

present discussion, each occupational group is classified according to 

area. A distribution is worked out, which shows the percentage of fam

ilies in each area having a stated number of children. The data for the 

managerial and professional class appear in Table XXI. 
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Table XXI. Percentage Distribution of Selected Families, of Mothers 21-50 
Years, in the Managerial Class, Classified According to Area 
and Number of Children, 1951. 

Area P.C. Total 

None 

Metro- P.C. 100.0 26.8 
politsn 

Industri- P.C. 100.0 25.4 
al Town 

Commer- P.C. 100.0 27.9 
cial Town 

Families having the following 
number of children. 

1-2 5-4 5-6 7-8 

44.7 21.6 4.7 1.2 

40.6 26.6 6.2 1.6 

37.2 16.5 11.6 7.0 

9+ 

0.8 

1.6 

I. The tendency shown in Table XXI is for families within the same 

occupational class to-decrease in size as one proceeds from the outer area 

to the metropolitan centre. Over 6.0 per cent more of the metropolitan 

families have "two-or- fewer1f children, when they are compared with fam-

ilies in the other two areas. The commercial town and industrial town 

have a higher percentage of the larger-sized families. But while it is 

the three and four child families that absorb the excess in the industrial 

town, in the commercial town it is the famjJjes with five or more 

children. 

Although averages for each area do not indicate slight variations 

such as the above, they are adcied for sake of comparison. For the metro-

politan aree. it \\'as 1.81 children per family, 2.11 children for the 

industrial town and 2.26 children for the commercial town. These 

variations point to the fact that within the managerial group the size 

of the family varies according to its place within the region. 



11. In Table XXII the_ families of clerical workers are sub j€Cted 

to the same analysis. 

40 

Table XXII. Percentage Distribution ~ Selected Families, of Mothers 21-50 
Years, in the Clerical Class, Classified According to Area and 
Number of Children, 1951. 

Area P.C. Total 

None 

Metro- P.C. 100.0 25.7 
politan 

Ind ustr i- P.C. 100.0 52.9 
al Town 

Commer- P.C. 100.0 10.6 
cial Town 

Families having the following 
number of children: 

1-2 5-4 5-6 7-8 

45.1 19.5 7.9 1.9 

59.2 17.8 6.5 1.5 

19.7 50.3 21.2 10.6 

The average figures for the three areas are listed in order. 

1.9 

2.5 

7.6 

Metropolitan ••••••••••••.••• · •• 2.11 children per family 

Ind \1Str ial Town ••••••••••••••.. 1.88 " " " 
Commercial Town •••••.••••.•..•• 4.06 " " " 
In this grouping the metropolitan families show a larger average 

number of children than do the families in the industrial town. The dis-

tribution reveals that this is due to the presence of many no-child fam-

11ies in this occupational group, in the industrial area. It will be 

recalled that the industrial area had a smaller proportion of its total 

families classified as "no-child" than had the metropoli tan area. This 

table shows thctt i\ no-child families are heavily concentrated in one 
-

occupational group. Further analysis would be necessary to see if these 

families are typical of certain special occupations. 
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The outstanding feature of the table is the unique position of the 

commercial town. In this area families are almost twice as large as in 

the other two areas. A comparison of the distributions reveals that approx-

imately 50.0 per cent of these families have two-or-fewer children; in the 

other areas the percentage is almost sevent.y. From all this it appears 

that the families of clerical workers are by no means uniform in size. 

This occupational group respon~ to urban conditions of living with a much • 
smaller-sized family. 

Ill. The families of skilled workers are patterned similarly to 

those of the managerial group. The distribution is shown in Table XXIII. 

The average number of children in the metropolitan area was 2.15 per 

family; for the industrial tOt.Hl and commercial town, 2.3 children and 

5.8 children fespective~. 

Table XXIII. Percentage Distribution of Selected Families, of Mothers 
21-50 Years, in the Skilled Class, Classified According 
to Area and Number of Children, 1931. 

Area P.c. Total 

None 

Metro- P.C. 100.0 22.9 
politan 

Industri- P.C. 100.0 12.9 
al Town 

Commer- P.C. 100.0 7.6 
cial Town 

Families baving the following 
number of children: 

1-2 5-4 5-6 7-8 

45.6 22.4 6.4 2.6 

48.5 28.2 4.8 4.8 

52.6 20.7 25.0 7.6 

9+ 

2.1 

0.8 

6.5 

The similarit.y of families of skilled workers in the industrial and 

metropolitan areas is at once apparent. The metropolitan area shows a 
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much larger proportion of no-c~ld families, while in the industrial area 

the one-and two-child families may be termed modal. The two groups offset 

each other, so that the averages are nearly similar-

The commercial area again shows distinct characteristics all its own. 

There are few no-child families. The greatest difference is in the case 

of families with five or more children. These contribute almost 40 per 

cent of the total. In each of the other areas, these families comprise 

approximately 10 per cent. It seems safe to conclude that the skilled 

worker in the metropolis and the similarly trained worker in a small 

commercial town show markedly different family patterns. The trend of 

urbanization is toward a smaller family, and this is visible within each 

occupational group. 

IV . The families of workers in the intermediate occupa. tional class 

(Table XXIV) were smaller than those in the two preceding class.es. The 

areas stand., for this class, in the same relation as they did for the 

clerical workers. 

Table XXIV. Percentage pistrlbution of Selected Families,of Mothers 21-50 
Years, in the Intermediate Occupational Class, Classified 
According to Area and Number of Children, 1951. 

Families having the following 
. number of children: 

Area P.C. Total 
None 1-2 5-4 5-6 7-8 9+ 

Metro- P.C. 100.0 29.2 57.6 18.8 9.4 4.0 1.0 
politan 

Industri- P.C. 100.0 19.7 51.4 22.5 5.7 0.7 
al Town 

Commer- P.C. 100.0 17.9 50.5 23.2 15.7 10.5 4.2 
cial Town 



When average figures are computed for the families of the inter

mediate group, they appear as follows: 

Metropolitan Area .......................... . 2.1 children 

In.d llStrial TO"WIl.......... ... . . . , ........... ~ . 1.84 n 

Commercial Town ............................... . 5.19 n 

45 

These averages repeat the same evidence, that the families in the same 

occupational group differ radically in size, depending on their location 

within a region. 

In this occupational class the industrial town and metropolitan area 

display wide var~tions even though the averages show slight differences. 

The metropolitan area has a large proportion of no-child families. In 

the industrial area, on the other hand, over half the families have either 

one or two children. This family size may be termed modal for the 

industrial town. 

Turning to the commercial town, the large families are much in 

evidence. Over 28 per cent of all families have five or more children in 

this area. In comparison, the industrial town has only 6.4 per cent of 

families of that size. 

In this class, as among the clerical workers, the industrial town 

shows the lowest size of family. In the industrial town, this class in

cllXies most of the machine operators. It is significant that in this 

area, where such workers congregate in large establishments, the families 

show this small size. 
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Table XXV. Percentage Distribution of Select~ Families, of Mothers 2l-50 
Years, in the Unskilled Class, Classified According to Area 
and Number of Children, 1951. 

Area P.C. Total 

None 

Metro- P.C. 100.0 20.0 
politan 

Industri- P.C. 100.0 9.9 
al Town 

Commer- P.C. 100.0 14.7 
cial Town 

Families having the following 
number of children: 

1-2 5-6 7-8 

55.5 27.7 12.5 4.5 

40.6 25.5 14.3 7.7 

29.4 29.4 20.7 2.9 

2.2 

2.9 

v • The tmSkilled group is numerically the smallest in the series. 

Also , it showed the largest families. They are grouped according to areas 

in Table xxv. 
When the average for each area is computed the following results are 

obtained: 

Metropolitan Area •••••••••••••••• 2.46 children per family 

Industrial Town .••••....•••••.••• 5.11 tI n 11 

COIDlIlSrcial Area............ . ..••• 5.04 11 11 n 

The differences in this occupational group are relatively smaller than in 

any of the others. One feature of this group is the fact that the industri-

al town and commercial town are relatively similar, in the composition of 

family pattern. 

Reference to the distribution shows that the industrial town has 

relatively few of the no-child families. It likewise shows a large pro-

portion of families with seven or more children. This suggests that in the 
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newly industrialize4 area a certain proportion of the unskilled !abor ls 

drawn in fresh from the adjacent rural area, and brings with it the con

ventional rural family. This is the most plausible explanation for 

larger families in this class in the industrial town than Vlere fOlmd in 

the commercial town. 

As in the other occupational groups, there are different-siz~ fam

ilies found on the fringe and at the centre of the region. 

E. In S11mmary, certain conclusions can be briefly stated. 

1. There is considerable variation between the areas of a region in 

the relative numbers in each occupational group. The greatest difference 

is found in the professional and managerial class; this seems related to 

the more extended specialization of services found in highly urbanized 

areas. 

11. When occupations are arranged in a series, on the basis of 

status and income, they show variations in size of family. In general, 

the higher the status of the members of a group, the fewer children in the 

family. The managerial group are most clearly marked off in this regard. 

Ill. When the families in any occupational group are considered, for 

each area in a region, quite noticeable variations in size of family arise. 

The members of any occupational group have different sized families, de

pending on the area of residence. Membership in a socio-economic class 

does not affect family behavior as markedly as does place of residence in 

a region. The urbanizing forces show their results inside the framework 

of an occupational class. Each of the occupational groups is under the in

fluence of these forces; the goal is a trend toward smaller families. These 

variations in size of fami~ demonstrate the necessity for using a "regional" 

qypothesis in the study of the family. 



CHAPTER III 

EI'HNIC FAerOES IN TEE SIZE OF Tfill F.AllILY 

In the ~sis of the last two chapters, a regional viewpoint has 

been strictly adhered to _ For both age and occupational groupings, the 

data have been f~ther ~sed to show the variations that are pecu

liarly related to position within a region. In most cases, these varia

tions have been the most significant ones, as far as the size of family 

of any group was concerned. 

In the present chapter, the analysis turns abruptly into a different 

field. The first chapter investigated the relation of the age of the 

mother to the size of the family. Such an approach is clearly biological. 

The second chapter treated the same families in terms of occupation and 

division of labor; the point of view here is an ecological one, since it 

searches for the relation between the family and the particular activities 

and contacts of the family_ 

There is a third area of forces affecting the size of the family. 

Families are not isolated entities; they are parts of larger groups. In 

other words, the family rises out of culture. Culture pervades every 

area of the life of a group. Every group that has had a sufficiently 

long period of isolation develops features that it considers unique. It 

takes a special name, or in other words, becomes a race. Beliefs and 

practices that are considered vital~ important are sanctified in a 

religion. Much of life becomes grounded into customs and traditions. 

46 
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These seem right and proper to the group, and what is strange or different 

is designated as wrong or improper. 

To such a group, with its racial and religious characteristics and 

its customs and traditions, the sociologist applies the name "ethnic 

group". The members of such a group are not particularly conscious of 
\ 

having the traits that the scientist applies to them. They usually think 

of themselves as nw~n thereby including all like themselves and excluding 

all others. 

No group ever leaves unregulated such important problems as those 

respecting the family. Marriage recognizes the legi timacy of offspring. 

Precepts and proverbs put the stamp of approval on a large or a small 

family. These are the judgments that the group has worked out in regard 

to this question. Once formulateci, such notions travel by their own 

momentum, as it were. Hence the pressure exerted on a family, by its 

social position, to restrict the number of children may be offset by a 

sense of duty towards nationalistic sentiments. Thus it is that various 

ethnic groups react in substantially different fashion to similar 

situations. In each case the typical~ ethnic factors are a real force 

in the total situation. 

The present chapter attempts to analyse the families of the study 

in terms of their ethnic characteristics. Two sets of questions emerge: 

How significant are ethnic factors in determining the size of the family? 

How are these factors modified by the fact of urbanization? 

In collecting data the Census officials employ only two of the con-

cepts of culture, race and religion. It is under these two heads that 

the data are now analysed. 

The general facts and argument of this study are these. Only two 
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racial groups have been investigated, the British in Ontario, and in 

Quebec the French. The exception was the inclusion in Quebec of the 

English families in the sample from Outremont. It is possible, by ~lass

ifying the families on the basis of racial origin, to discover whether 

each racial group is characterized by a certain size of family. Such 

statement must be tentative, however, because there are other factors in

fluencing the size of the family, such as those already investigated. 

The regional ~pothesis can be tested for each racial group; if the 

results are similar in each case , additional light is thrown on the effect 

of urbanization on the size of the family. 

In brief, the argument put forward is that while racial differences 

may be substantial in the rural areas, as the metropolitan centre is 

approached the size of the family rapidly diminishes, no matter which 

race is involved. However, the differentials persist, and will be dis

cussed later-

In the matter of religion the data are not so clearly defined. All 

of the French families sampled, and a small proportion of the British 

were Catholic, according to the Census. The rest of the Brit.ish were 

split up among a variety of religions. By combining all of them under 

the caption"non-Catholic tt a simplified comparison was possible. lhllen 

these two classes are compared within a single area, there is a differential 

in the size of the family. When these differences are compared for each 

of the four areas in the region, however, they too vary according to 

location in a region. 

From the foregoing, it is obvious that an analysis of size of family 

only in terms of race, religion, occupation or age of parents leaves out 

of consideration other important factors. Unless data are analysed on the 
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basis of a regional pattern, a whole group of variations are quite 

effective:q blanketed. An a.nalysis on a rural-urban basis still per

mits many of these differences to remain concealed. Within the urban 

classification,_ as, for example, between commercial and industrial towns, 

some of the widest variations exist. Before discussing this further, it 

is necessary to present the data in regard to the ethnic factors. 

A. Race and -the Size of the Family. 

The two racial groups are unequally represented in each area. Two 

rural areas~were chosen from Ontario, compared with one from Quebec. 

When the sample was restricted to the unbroken families in which the age 

of the female head ranged between twent.y-one and fif~j years, the French 

group yielded 227 and the British 557 families. In the commercial towns, 

the numbers were approximately equal, 210 French and 204 British. In the 

industrial towns, Oshawa had 585 such families as opposed to 148 in 

Ste. ltY'acinthe. Both French and British families were chosen from 

Outremont; consequentl3' the British families were more numerous in the 

metropolitan centre, 685 compared with 454 for the French. 

The total for French families was 1,059 and for the British 1,651. 

Averages for such heterogeneous groupings are not very revealing, but they 

provide a starting point for further a.n.a.l¥sis. For the French group the 

average was 5.41 children per family, while for the British group it 

stood at 2.24 chiJdren. 

I. Families of French Parents. 

In order to show the manner in which this basic figure varies with

in the areas of a region, distributions showing the number of families 

each having a stated number of children are presented. The data for the 
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French families appear in Table XXVI. 

Table XXVI. Selected French Families, of Mothers 21-50 Years, Classified 
According to Area and Number of Children, 1951. 

Families having the following 
No. number of children~ 

Area Total 
P.c. 

None 1-2 5-6 7-8 9+ 

Rural No. 227 14 40 50 62 32 29 
P.C. 100.0 6.2 17.6 22.0 27.5 14.1 12.8 

Commer- No. 210 24 53 48 41 25 19 
cial Town P.C. 100.0 li.4 25.2 22.9 19.5 11.9 9.1 

Industri- No. 148 25 47 57 21 12 6 
al Town P.C. 100.0 16.9 51.8 25.0 14.2 8.1 4.0 

Metro- No. 454 84 175 108 54 21 12 
politan P.C. 100.0 18.5 58.5 25.9 11.9 4.6 2.6 

The numbers have in all cases been reduced to percentages to facilitate 

comparison. If the rural area is compared with the metropolitan, it is at 

once apparent that families vary in size, even though they are of the same 

race. There are three times as many no-child families in the Montreal area 

as in the rural area, and twice as many of the one-and-two child families 

in the former as in the latter. For the three-and-four child families the 

percentages are approximately equal. Among the larger sized families, the 

rural area is heavily weighted. Over 54 per cent of all rural families 

showed five or more children, while for the metropolitan Dxea approximately 

19 per cent were of that size. 

Similar differentials, though not so pronounced, exist between the 

commercial town and the metropolitan area. The families having two-or-

fewer children in the metropolitan area comprise 57 per cent of the total. 
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Less than 57 per cent of commercial town families fall in that class. There 

is little difference noticed in those families having three or four chil

dren. In the class of families larger than that, over 40 per cent of all 

families in the commercial town area occur. The corresponding group in the 

metropolitan area comprised approximately 19 per cent of all families. As 

in the rural. area the variations in size of family are quite marked. 

Between the industrial town area and the metropolitan the differentials 

are not so noticeable, though they are of exactJ.¥ sim; J ar type. Families 

of seven or more children comprise approximate~ 12 per cent of the former 

area, a.s opposed to 7.2 per cent for the latter. The metropolitan area 

compensates by having a larger percentage of families with one or two 

children; the respective figures are 58.5 per cent and 51.8 per cent. 

nhen all four areas are combined into a single pattern, it is 

app,rrent that there is a continuous and significant decline in the size 

of all French families as one progresses from the outer area to the heart 

of the city. The no-child families comprise only 6.2 per cent of the rural 

sample, reach 11.4 per cent for the commercial towns, 16.9 per cent for the 

industrial towns, going to a high point of 18.5 per cent for the metropol

itan area. The one-and-two child families behave in sjmj),~ fashion. The 

series here begins at 17.6 per cent for the rural area, reaching 58.5 per 

cent in the metropolitan area. These show the distribution of small sized 

families. 

The medium sized families are approximately equa1~ represented in all 

four areas, comprising 22-25 per cent of the total. For the other groups 

of families the series runs in descending order. In the families of five

or-six children, the rural area shows 27.5 per cent, while the metropol-

i tan area declines to li.9 per cent. For the group of families having 
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seven-or-eight children the corresponding figures are 14.1 per cent and 

4.6 per cent. All families baving nine or more chilc..tren have been com

bined to form a single group. In the rural area they comprise l2.8 per 

cent of the total; in the commercial. town area 9.1 per cent; in the in

dustrial tovv1lS the figure is reduced to 4.0 per cent; while in the metro

politan these families form a mere 2.6 per cent of the total. When the 

data. in Table XXVI are viewed in this perspective, the regional aspect of 

the relation of race to size of family is made evident. When combined 

with simjlar data for the British families it appears that neither of the 

great races of the central area of Canada has withstood the attackof 

urbanization on the size of the family. 

11. Families of British Parents. 

The data in regard to the British families are snmmarized for all 

four areas in Table XXVII. In general, the four areas show the same 

features as did the corresponding areas of French families. As suggested 

by the average figure given for each race (2.24 children and 5.41 children) 

the two tables are quite different in structure. More of the families in 

the British sample are included in the smaller brackets. This is of less 

significance here than the distribution !.!!£.. each area. The rela tion be

tween the areas is substantially the same in each case. That is to say, 

the effects of urbanization on size of family have been almost idential in 

each case. 

Families having two or fewer children comprise 71.2 per cent of the 

metropolitan families, but only 45.4 per cent of the rural sample. At 

the other extreme, the differences are equally marked. Families of five 

or more children contribute 28.6 per cent of all rural families, but a 
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mere 6.5 per cent of the metropolitan families. These two comparisons 

show the rural-metropolitan contrast at its sharpest. 

Table XXVII. Selected British Families,of Mothers 21-50 Years,Classified 
According to Area and Humber of Children, 1951. 

Families having the following 
No. nWDber of children: 

Area Total 
P.c. 

None 1-2 5-4 5-6 7-8 

Rura1 No. 557 44 III 100 60 53 9 
P.C. 100.0 12.5 51.1 28.0 16.9 9.2 2.5 

Commer- No. 204 58 75 51 55 8 1 
cii.J. Town P.C. 100.0 18.6 55.8 25.0 16.2 5.9 0.5 

Industri- No. 585 72 195 91 19 8 
al Town P.C, 100.0 18.7 50.6 25.6 5.0 2.1 

Metro- No. 685 188 300 155 34 8 2 
politan P.C. 100.0 27.4 43.8 22.5 5.0 1.2 0.3 

The commercial town areas are so similar to the rural, that they 

hardlJ need to be discussed. The important difference is in the larger 

sized families; while families of seven or more children comprised 11.7 

per cent of the rural sam:ple, they account for only 4.4 per cent of the 

sample from commercial towns. 

The industrial towns differ from the metropolitan area mainly in the 

composition of the group ot small families. The no-child family accounts 

for 27.4 per cent of the metropolitan sample but only for 18.7 per cent 

ot the sample from the industrial. town. The converse is true for the fam-

11ies having one or two children. In the industrial town 50.6 per cent of 

all families come in this class; in the metropolitan area 45.8 per cent 

are listed there. In both of these areas, approximately 70 per cent of 
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all families are of this small type. 

The pattern for all four areas is the same as that for the French 
,,, 

families. The no-child families rise A. importance from 12.5 per cent in 

rural areas to 27.4 per cent in metropolitan centres. The one-and-two 

child families show the same trend, with the exception of the industri-

al town group already noted. For the three-and-four child families, the 

series takes on a descending pa. t tern, ranging from 28 per cent to 22.5 

per cent. In all families having more than five children the differences 

are more marked; these large families are almost non-existent in the 

metropolitan and industrial to\m areas. 

The marked sjmi]8ri~ in each area is at once apparent. Whatever 

the size of the f'amily happens to be, while in its rural habitat, the 

forces of' urbanization are exerted in one uniform direction. Urbanization 

and industrialization are accompanied by sharp reductions in the size of 

the fam:ily. 

Ill. Race and Fami 11 in the Past. 

Since data for some of these areas exist for the year 1901, it is 

possible to compare the sizes of families for two periods. For the 

reasons described at the end of Chapter I, data are not available for the 

metropolitan areas· For the other areas, a comparison is carried out, 

similar to that used for the age groupings in Chapter I. Only the fam-

ilies of mothers 51-40 years of age are included. This reduces the size 

ot the sample in each case, but obviates the difficulty that during this 

thirty-year period the age composition of some areas had changed radically. 

Furthermore, only averages are presented here; they indicate less detail 

than do the distributions, but are also less cumbersome. 



(a) Data for both races appear in Table XXVIII. Each will be con-

sidered in tm-n. Among the French rural families there had been a sub-

stantia1 increase in the number of children per family between 1901 and 

1951. When the data are examined in detail, it is found that the in-

55 

crease holds for children<i, all ages. The increase cannot be attributed 

to the presence of a larger number of older children in the later year~ 

Differential. ages at home leaving are not at work to cause this difference. 

Table XXVIII. Average Numbers of Children in Selected Families,of Mothers 
S~-40 Years, Classified by Area and Race, 1901 and 1951. 

Race 

French 

British 

Year 

1901 
19S~ 

1901. 
1951 

Average number of chj1dren, in families of 
mothers 31-40 years, in: 

Rural Area 

5.02 
5.85 

5.56 
S.7l 

Commercial Town 

4.29 
5.~ 

5.42 
5.17 

Industrial. Town 

5.85 
5.54 

2.58 
1.97 

Source: Unpublished Census Data, 1901 and 1951. 

For the other areas there had been a decrease in number of children 

at home, more marked in the case of the industrial to\1ln sample than for 

the commercial town. In other words, each of those in varying degree 

shows the dynamic effeet of urbanization on the size of its families. 

(b) The British rural sample shows that families have increased in 

size, in this age grouping of mothers, since 1901. The increase is not 

uniform throughout the sample; when it is cross-classified in terms of 

religion, the two segments differ. This difference will be referred to 

later in this chapter. 
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For the industrial town and commercial tOlm the trend is toward a 

smaller family, with the difference accentuated in the industrial town 

area. This substantiates what was inferred earlier, i.e. that in-

dustrialization achieves an early and mark~d reduction in the size of 

the family. 

In summary it can be stated that for both races the effects of 

urbanization on the size of the fami~ show a decided trend. In rural 

areas the size of the familJr is responding to other forces; however, in 

places even the rural famiJs- is decreasing, as will appear in the later 

part of this chapter. 

B . Religion of the Parents and the Size of the FamilY. 

The data on the size of the family, in the two religious groups 

described, can be subjected to an ana'l'sis simjlar to the above. Data 

on reli.gion and race apply to the sa.me group of families, though in 

every area the Catholic group is larger than the French fora correspond-
1\ 

ing area. The reason for this 1s that while the French families sampled 

were without exception Catholic, a fairly l~ge number of the British 

families also belong to that religious denomination. The total for 

Catholics in all four areas was .1,565 families, while the corresponding 

figure for non-CatholicB was 1,505 families. Hence the total for 

Catholic and non-Catholic families is the same as for French and British. 

When these totals are distributed to show size of family, however, 

certain differences are apparent. 

The average number of children per family, for all families, in 

each religious group is used as a starting point. For Catholic famiJies 

the figure is S.45 children and for non-Catholic 2.02 children per family. 
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By reference to the averages for racial groups, it appears that the 

addition of the British "Catholic group to the French increases the average 

figure only 0.02 children per family; the deletion of these Catholics 

from the British sample reduces the average 0.22 children per family. 

Hence the British Catholics showed a higher average than did the French 

Catholics; this would be expected, because the British Catholics, because 

of the manner of selection, were mainly rural. 

This data te~es on more significance when analysed on a regional 

basis. In that case, it appears that within each religious group there is 

a regional trend. Broadly speaking, the trends are similar to those des

cribed for the racial groups. 

I. Families of Catholic Parents. 

Tile data "for the Catholic group appear in Table nil. In it the 

data for all four areas within the region are compared. The families 

are distributed according to nUJriber of children per family, and these 

groupings are reduced to percentages. As in previous tables, the 

groups are reduced in number to avoid unwieldy comparisons. 
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Table XXIX. Selected Catholic Farojlies,of Mothers 21-50 Years, Classified 
According to Area and Number of Children, 1951. 

No. 
Area Total 

P.c. 

Rmaal No. 594 
P.C. 100.0 

Commer- NO. 251 
cial Town P.C. 1oo.C 

lndus tri- No. 170 
al Town P.c. 100.0 

Metro- No. 550 
politBn P.C. 100.0 

Families having the following 
number of childxen: 

None 1-2 5-4 7-8 

.55 81 91 94 55 
8.9 20.6 25.1 25.9 15.9 

27 64 59 54: 28 
10.8 25.5 25.5 21.5 11.1 

29 55 44 25 13 
17.1 52.5 25.9 13.5 7.7 

100 220 137 58 25 
18.2 40.0 24.9 10.5 4.2 

58 
9.6 

19 
7.6 

6 
5.5 

12 
2.2 

(a) For the rural families it is evident that all sizes of families, 

up to and including those with six children are approximately equally 

represented. In each case, each group comprises from nine to twelve per 

cent of all the families. The larger sized families are well represented, 

since 25.5 per cent of all rural Catholic families had seven or more 

children. The no-child families occur in less than nine per cent of all 

cases. 

(b) In contrast to this, in the metropolitan area, there is a con-

centration of small families. In this area 58.2 per cent of the families 

have two or less children; for the rural area the corresponding figure 

was 29.5 per cent. For the very large families, the metropoli tUl area 

stB.nds at 6.4 per cent, approximately one-fourth of the figure for the 

rural area. While the rural families are distributed evenly in all 

groups of Q-6 children per family, the metropolitan families are concen-

trated in the group having two or less children. 
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(c) The commercial town area shows a slight, though consistent, ten

dency toward smaller families than does the rural area. The difference 

between it and the metropolitan area is still quite wide. Only 10.8 per 

cent of the families had no children, as compared to 18.2 per cent of 

such families in the metropolitan area. Families of seven or more chil

dren contributed 18. 7 per cent of the total, as compared to 6.4 per cent 

for the metropo1i tan area.. As in the rural area, the families are 

approximately equally divided among the families having six or less chil

dren; the differences are the slight increase in no-child famiJies and 

the larger decrease of families with more than seven children. 

(d) In the industrial town area the families resemble those found in 

the metropolitan area. Differences, however, are quite substantial. The 

no-child families are approximately equally represented in each case. This 

area differs from the rural and commercial town by virtue of the sharp de

cline after the three and four child class has been reached. Families with 

five or more children fDrm 24.7 per cent of the total for the industrial 

town. When compared with 16.9 per cent for the metropolitan area, it 

appears that the industrial town stands much closer to the metropolis than 

to the rural area. 

A S 1lmmary of the data shows a definite pattern existing for the four 

areas. The group of families with three or four children stands very 

near the same figure for each area. At either side of this is a we11-

marked Beries. The families with no children start at 8.9 per cent and 

go to 18.2 per cent. The next group start at 20.6 per cent, and reach a 

high point of 40.0 per cent. For the other groups the series is a de

scending one. Families with more than nine children range from 9.6 per 

cent to 2.2 per cent. Those with 7-8 children start at 15.9 and go down 
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to 4.2 per cent, while the families of 5-6 children begin, in the rllral 

area, at 25.9 per cent, and drop to 10.5 per cent for the metropolitan 

area. 

Such a series duplicates much of what was discovered for the racial 

groupings. The same features are evident for the non-Catholic group, 

which is analysed in Table :xxx. 

11. Families of non-Catholic Parents. 

Table XXX is organized on the same basis as the data for the Catholic 

group. Although the !a ro j]1es are smaller, and the data for that reason 

heavily concentrated into the classes of families with fewer children, a 

similar pattern is observable to that seen in the Catholic group. In this 

analysis it is the manner in which families in the same religious group 

very from area to area that· is of major significance. 

Table xxx. Selected non-Catholic Families, of Mothers 21-50 Years, Class-
ified According to Area and Humber of Children, 1951. 

Families having the following 
No. number of children: 

Area Total 
P.C. None 1-2 5-4 5-6 7-8 9+ 

Rural No. 190 23 70 59 28 10 
P.C. 100.0 12.1 36.8 51.1 14.7 5.5 

Commer- No. 163 55 62 40 20 5 1 
c181 Town P.C. 100.0 21.5 58.0 24.5 12.5 5.1 0.6 

Industri- No. 565 68 187 84 17 7 
al Tovm P.C. 100.0 18.7 51.5 25.2 4.7 1.9 

Metro- No. 589 172 255 124 50 6 2 
politan P.C. 100.0 29.2 45.S 21.1 5.1 1.0 0.5 
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(a) In the rural area the main body of the families~$comprised in the 

class baving 1-4 children. It accounts for 67.9 per cent of the total for 

the area. Very large fami] ies are l.Ulcommon here, as they comprise only 

5.3 per cent of all families. The no-cbild families contribute 12.1 per 

cent of the total. Hence although there are fewer large fBmjJjes here 

than among the corresponding Catholic group, the proportion of no-child 

families has not altered great~. 

(b) The rural-metropolitan contrast is marked as sharply here as it 

was in the Catholic group. The families with seven or more children COID-

prise only 1.5 per cent of the total, as compared with 5.5 per cent for 

the rural non-Catholic group. The no-child families account for almost 

thirty per cent of the total, while the corresponding rural figure was 

12.1 per cent. In the metropolitan area, the families with two or less 

children comprise 72.5 per cent of the total, which showa a ver,y high 

concentration of small families. 

(c) The commercial town and industrial town stand mid-way between the 

rural and metropolitan areas, though each leans a different way. In the 

commercial town the no-child families have risen to 21.5 per cent of the 

total. Along with the one and two child families they comprise almost 

60 per cent of the total families. They differ quite significantly from 

the metropolitan area in the group of families having five or more chil-
In 

dren. For the latter area this group stood at 6.4 per cent, while "the 

commercial town area the figure is 16.0 per cent. Hence large families 

are rather numerous in this area. 

(d) The industrial town, on the other hand, has only 6.6 per cent of 

families with five or more children. In this it approaches the metropol-

itan area. However, in the no-child families it lags behind the commercial 



62 

t 
town slighly; in this claas it -has 18.7 per cent of all its families, as 

compared with 21.5 per cent for the other area. Over balf of all families 

have either one or two children; such a concentration is unique for all 

areas. In the same group the metropolitan area had 45.5 per cent of all 

families. However, the larger number of no-child families in the 

metropolis reduces the average considerably below that of the industrial 

town. 

the trend in all four areas can be emphasized. With the 

exception of the rather decided concentration of families in the industri

al tOY'.n, a s6ries is observe.ble "which':equivalent to that found among the 

Catholic families. Urbanization is affecting both groups in the same 

fashion. The new factor revealed by the non-Catholic group is the pro-

nounced effect of urbanization in an industrial town. Here, more than 

anywhere else, a small-type of family is sufficiently common to be 

called modal. 

Ill. Data for some of these areas are available for 1901, and a time 

comparison is available on that basis. The data have the limitations 

described earlier, and do not extend to the metropolitan areas. 

Such a comparison reveals trends that are precisely sjrnj)ar to those 

discovered when the data were analysed on the basis of Race. This 

analysis clears up one point, however, which was left in doubt there. The 

conclusion arrived at there was, that among the French families, in all 

except the rural area, the trend is during the past thirty years toward 

smaller families. The data showed a continuous approximation, both 

through time and space, to the goal of the metropolitan family. Contrary 

to this, in the rural area the trend is toward a larger family. 



If the data on birth rates and mortality rates were available for such 

units of territory, the reasons for this increase could perhaps be suggested. 

In the absence of such data, only the fact can be stated. 

For the British families the same conlusions were arrived at. The in-

crease, in the case of the rural families, was so slight that cross-class

ification on the basis of Religion was attempted, in order to see what was 

happening to each religious group. The data are presented in Table XXXI. 

Table XXXI. Average Numbers of Children in Selected British Rural Fam
ilies, of Mothers 31-40 Years, Classified According to Re
ligion, 1901 and 1951. 

Religion 

Catholic 

Non-Catholic 

Average number of children in families of 
mothers 31-40 years, in: 

1901 1951 

5.20 4.24 

5.93 

As in the previous time comparisons, the data are restricted to the 

31-40 year age-group of mothers. For these the average numbe~ of children 

per family are given for each year. For the earlier year the Catholic 

group show smaller families than do the non-catholic group. Here, however, 

it is the direction of change that is significant. For the Catholic group 

the families have increased in size over the intervening years. For the 

non-Catholic group the families show a corresponding decrease in size* 

The early conclusion can be modified, to state that for the non-Catholic 

rural group the forces of urbanization have reached out and are affecting 

the size of the family. 
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C. Very little needs to be said in summary as to the regional variations 

which are related to these ethnic factors. For each racial group the 

variations from the periphery to the centre oi the metropolitan region are 

in the same direction and quantitatively similar. The same is true when 

the data are considered on the basis of religion. What is more, the 

varla tions in size of family, measured in these terms, are approximately 

equal to those found when both groups are taken together. 

The reason for that '$ fairly obvious. Each racial group is represented 

in each area in approximately equal proportions. Because of the way the 

data were sampled, one region is to all intents and purposes French, and 

the other British. Bach of them show the distinctive family types of a 

region. 

From this one may concluie that the ethnic data and the regiona.l 

data are independent. Membership in either racial group does not render 

on~ immune to the effects of urbanization. Since the French group is 

totally Catholic, and includes the preponderant part of the Catholic popu

lation" the same conclusion holds for the Catholic group. 

On the other hand, the occupational group shows lesser variations, 

partly because there is a iunctional relation between occupational groups 

and location in the region. It will be remembered that the higher 

occupational categories were massed in the central part of the region. 

Similarly, there is an age selection of younger population elements to the 

urban areas; the functional relation of these two explains why the regional 

variations stand out more clearly than do those due to age differences in 

the mothers. 

The emphasis in the chapter has been on the regional aspects of 
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etli'ic factors. The stl¥ly shows the same trends for French Catholics on -
one hand and for British non-Catholics on the other. In each case, how-

ever, the point of departure is wide~ different. French rural families" 

are markedly larger than are British rural families, and when the Ca~~olic 

families are withdrawn from the British sample, the contrast is more vivid. 

Through each of the other areas these differences persist, although de-

creasing as the metropolitan centre is reached. 

From this standpoint, there is significance in the fact that the 

French and Catholic rural families are travelling away from the main 

trend • British rural non-ca. tholic families are decreasing in size. In 

the other groups, the British Catholic rural and French Catholic rural, 

other factors are effectively offsetting the trend to smaller families. 

It is with the French Catholic group that this contrast is most 

pronounced. 



CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSIONS 

Before drawing together the conclusions of the last three chapters, 

it is useful to define precisely the ob ject of the study. The family in 

this study is the group living in association, having a. marital and/or 

parent-cbild relationship. Therefore it is the family remaining after 

mortality and home-leaving have taken their toll. The family of this 

study is the survival family. 

The study originated in an interest in the biological. family. How

ever, the types of data available do not permit one to deal directly with 

that family pattern. On the other hanci, it seems clear that the changes 

taking place in the size of the sm-vival family are also ta.king place in 

the biological family. There are two good reasons for believing that the 

sort of v8xiations noted in the study would be even more pronounced in the 

case of the biological family. In general, the groups having the largest 

numbers of children per family are also the groups with the highest mor

tall ty ra tea. This is true of the occupational groups, the ethnic groups 

and of the various areas of the region. The groups that show larger fam

ilies do so notwithstanding their higher death rates. Added to this is 

the fact tha t these are the groups in which the home-leaving age is low. 

Bearing these two facts in mind, it is evident that the differences 

noted, in the course of the study of the survival family, are genuine 

differences in fertilit.y. Hence/although the data do not permit one to 

66 
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study the biological family, the conclusions reached apply to it. If it 

could have been isolated for study, the variations would have been even 

more marked. 

The foremost feature of the study is the fact of obvious differentials 

existing between the various areas of a region. When these areas are 

arranged in a series, it appears that the urban centre of the region is 

characterized by families of few children. The industrial. town shows 

the same type of family, in less pronolmced degree. The commercial towns 

have families more nearly similar to those in rural. areas; the rural fam-

ilies were approximately twice the size of those found in the metropolitan 

centre. 

Some part of these variations is due to the age differences found 

within the four types of areas. The industrial towns selected a younger 

parent population than did the other areas. There was a young group in the 

metropolitan working-class area, though this was offset by an older group 

in the residential area. The oldest group of parents· was marooned in the 

rural areas. 

The proportion of parents of various ages takes its significance from 

the size of the family in each age group. In the urban areas, each ten-year 

age group of mothers was associated with a larger sized family than was the 

preceding younger group. This did not hold for the rural areas. There I , 

mothers 51-40 years of age were associated with larger families than were 

the mothers 41-50. The difference between rural and urban in this regard 

binges on the fact that the rural children were leaving home at an earlier 

age. 

AnY time comparison must exclude the newly-developed metropolitan 

areas. For the commercial towns and industrial towns it is apparent that 
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the urban tendenc.y toward smaller families has been operative in the past, 

and these areas have sho\¥u a consistent decrease in size of fami~ over 

the period 1901-1951. For the rl.1r'~ area the evidence is less clear. 

~ a small part of the regional variations is due to factors con

cerning age differences. 

The analysis in terms of occupations -Nas limited to the urban areas. 

Among the rural group, occupation is a homogeneous matter. When the 

various occupations are ranked according to an arbitrary status-income 

scale, they sho~ definite differences in size of family. In general, the 

higher the status, the fewer the children. Families of professional people 

stand out in sharpest relief in this regard. 

When areas are compared, to note the proportions of each occupational 

group in their populationa, the metropolitan shows a unique composition. 

The professional and higher grade clerical group form a much larger pro

portion in this area than in the others. The metropolis has advanced far 

in the specialization of occupation. The other two areas showed a marked 

similarity of occupational structure. This similarity masks the fact that 

certain special occupations in the industrial town may have a particularly 

large proportion of the workers within them. In the commercial towns there 

was a wider variety of occupations, but when all occupations are ranked 

into five groups, the distributions within each type of area were quite 

similar. 

The small families of the metropolitan area can be explained in part 

by the occupational distribution. The professional group shows a high 

degree of concentration there, and it is the group with the smallest fam

ilies. Moreover, professional families in the metropolitan area are 

smaller than those of the same occupational group in other areas. This 
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statement holds true likewise for the other occupational groups. Between 

the other two areas, differences in the distribution of occupational 

groups do not explain rariations in size of family, because the two dis-

tributions are almost identical. 

When the ethnic factors were discussed, it was made clear that the 

method of sampling yields what is equivalent to a "French region and a 

British region. Because of the interrelation of race and religion in 

Quebec, the French region is also a Catholic region. However, the British 
• a 

reg10n cannot be referred to as~non-Catholic region, because a fraction of 

the British are Catholic. The data show that the regional differences 

persist for all ethnic groups • Either racial group, when exposed to 

urbanization and industrialization, responds with a markedly reduced fam-

i1y. The same result obtains for the religious groups. 

On the other hand, there are marked differentials in the sizes of fam-

ilies of different ethnic groups, when these are considered within the 

same area. In all case~French Catholic families are larger than British 

Catholics, and the latter are larger than British non-Catholic families. 

This is particularly evident in the rural areas, where urbanization has 

bad least effect. The data minimize the differences, because again the 

arees of largest families are also the areas of highest mortality. 

When the ethnic groups are considered, it needs to be emphasized 

that the two regions described are at different periods in their life cycles. 

That means that one racial group has been exposed for a longer period to 

urbanization and industrialization than has tie other. This may explain 

in part why the one group has larger families than the other. Two facts, 

however, suggest that ethnic factors are important in determining the size 

of the family. In the most rural areas, the French have larger families 



than h&ve the British. And among the British group the Catholics have 

larger families than have the non-eatholics. 

70 

The effect of ethnic factors diminishes as the urban areas are 

approached. In other words, regional differences work within the frame

work of ethnic groups. These regional differences will last as long as 

there is a difference between the rural and urban ways of life. 
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APPENDIX TABLES I REGlONAL .AREAS. 

Appendix Table 1. Selected Metropolitan ~lie8, ot MOthers 21-50 Years, ot the City ot Outremont, 
Classitied According to Age ot Mother and Number ot Children, Quebec. 1931. 

Total 
.Age ot Number 
Mother ot 

Families 

21-. 8 

26-30 44 

31-35 65 

3&-40 72 

41-45 66 

46-50 69 

21-eo 322 

o 1 

4 1 

16 16 

11 13 

9 19 

10 13 

16 e 

66 70 

Families w1 th the ~ollowing number ot children: 

2 3 4: 5 6 7 e 9 

1 

7 3 2 

20 9 8 2 4 

13 12 11 3 3 1 

19 3 11 2 5 1 1 1 

13 11 11 5 3 1 1 

72 39 41 12 15 1 2 3 

10 ... 

1 

1 
...::1 
01 



APPlINDIX TABLES, REGIONAL ARUS. 

Appendix~able 2. Selected Metropolitan Famdlies, ot Mothers 21-50 Years, ot DeloriDder Ward. MOntreal, 
Olassified According to Age of Mother and NUmber of Children, Quebec, 1931. 

~otal 

Age or Number 
)(other ot 

J'am11ies 

21-25 35 

26-30 68 

31-35 53 

36-40 55 

41-45 47 

46-50 43 

21-50 301 

o 1 

9 15 

19 23 

4 e 

15 6 

6 8 

6 11 

59 71 

Families with the following number ot children: 

2 3 4 5 6 '1 a 9 10+ 

'1 3 1 

1'1 4 3 1 1 

11 10 7 6 6 1 

7 9 5 5 2 4 1 1 

5 9 5 4 4 2 1 3* 

1 4 4 2 3 5 3 1 3** 

48 39 24 19 15 12 6 1 7 

* Including one family ot eleven and one family ot twelve children. ** Including one tamily ot eleven and 
one famdly ot thirteen children. o.,J 

en 



Appendix Table 3. Selected JaBdlies, at ~thers 81-50 Years, of the Indu8trial Town of ste. HYaCinth., 
Classified According to Age of Mother and Number of Children, Quebec, 1931. 

* 

Total 
.Age ot Number 
Mother of 

Familiee 

21-85 16 

86-30 23 

31-35 22 

36-40 36 

41-45 28 

46-50 23 

21-50 148 

o 

4: 

e 

3 

4: 

3 

3 

25 

Families w1 th the :tol1owiDS number of Children: 

1 2 3 4: f5 6 

5 6 1 

3 5 4: 2 1 

4: 5 5 1 2 

3 5 5 '1 4: 2 

2 5 5 2 2 5 

2 2 4 1 2 3 

19 28 24 13 11 10 

A family ot eleven children. ** Two families ot eleven children. 

7 e 9 10+ 

2 

3 1 1 1* 

1 1 2** 

1 3 2 

'1 5 1 5 
-..J 
-.J 



APP.B:NDIX TABIXS, BlGIONAL ARUS. 

,Appendix 'fable 4. Selected Families, or Mothers 21-50 Yeara, of the CoDDBercial Towns or Iberv111e, Megentic, 
Nicolet and Riviere du Loup, Classified According to Age or MOther and Number or Children, 
Quebec, 1931. 

* 

Total 
Age or Number 
Mother or 

Yam11iee 

21-25 14 

26-30 27 

31-35 34 

36-4:0 37 

41-45 49 

46-50 49 

11-50 210 

o 1 

5 1 

2 6 

3 2 

9 3 

4: 6 

1 8 

24 26 

:hm11ies with the following number of children: 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

6 1 1 

3 6 6 3 1 

4 1 9 4 3 5 1 

3 7 3 4 2 3 1 

5 3 3 7 7 2 6 

e 3 6 5 5 4 2 

27 21 27 23 18 15 10 

A. family of eleven childrene ** Two familiee or eleven and one family or twelve Children. 
one family or eleven and one family of sixteen children. 

9 10+ 

1 1* 
1 1 

3 3** 
4: 5*** 

9 10 

*** Including 

'l 
co 



APPENDIX TABIES, REGIONAL AREAS. 

Appendix Table 5. Selected Rural FaDd11es, o~ MOthers 21-50 Years, ot N1colet County, ClaSSified According 
to Age ot Mother and Number ot Ohildren, Q,uebeo, 1931. 

Total 
Age of Number 
Mother o~ 

Yami1ies 

21-25 21 

26-30 37 

31-35 39 

36-40 43 

41-45 48 

46-50 39 

21-50 227 

o 1 

5 3 

1 5 

1 

2 

5 4 

1 2 

14 15 

J'am1l1ea with the following number ot ohildren: 

2 3 4 5 6 " e 9 10-t-

9 1 2 1 

5 7 '1 4 4 3 1 

2 1 8 9 e 6 4 

5 2 4 4 5 5 6 3 '1* 

2 5 4 5 5 3 2 5 e** 

2 6 3 e 9 3 1 4*** 

25 22 28 30 32 17 15 9 20 

*. ** Including two ~8Ddliea of twelve and one teDdly ot seventeen ch\~Ien. Including three tSDdlies of 
eleven and one family ot twelve, thirteen and fourteen children. Including one family of eleven ohildren. 

-..J 
co 



Appendix Table 6. Selected Metropolitan !aDd11e •• ot MOthers 21-50 Years, ot a Residential Section ot 
!oronto, Classified According to Age ot Mother and Number ot Children, Ontario, 1931. 

Total 
Age ot Number 
Mother ot 

:ramilies 

21-25 17 

2&-30 41 

31-35 39 

36-40 49 

41-45 52 

46-50 56 

21-50 254 

o 1 

e 6 

19 11 

14 9 

12 16 

7 17 

12 10 

72 69 

J8Ddliea with the following number ot children: 

2 3 4 3 6 7 e 9 10+ 

2 1 

e 3 

9 4 2 1 

9 6 5 1 

10 10 5 2 1 

15 12 2 4: 1 

53 36 14 e 2 

CD 
o 



APPENDIX TABLE, REGIONAL AREAS. 

Appendix Table 7. Selected Metropolitan FBDd11ea, ot MOthers 21-50 Years, ot a Working-Claas Section ot 
Toronto, Claasified According to Age ot MOther and Number ot Children, OntariO, 1931. 

Total 
Ace of Number 
Mother ot 

1Pam111ea 

21-25 30 

26-30 45 

31-35 53 

36-40 59 

41-45 39 

46-50 36 

21-50 262 

o 1 

16 1 

14 7 

10 9 

11 7 

11 5 

13 4 

75 33 

J8Bdlies with the following number ot children. 

2 3 4: 5 6 7 e 9 10+ 

5 4 3 1 

12 8 2 1 1 

13 e 6 4 2 1 

14 11 7 " 2 1 2 

9 6 6 2 

7 2 4: 3 1 2 

60 39 28 15 4 2 4 2 

~ 



.APPENDIX TABLES, RJOO.IONAL ARBAS. 

Appendix Table 8. Selected J'am1lies, ot Mothers 21-50 Years, ot the Industrial Town ot Oehawa, 
Classified A.ccording to Age ot Mother ani Number ot Children, Ontario, 1931. 

Total 
Age ot Number 
JIother ot 

Families 

21-25 151 

86-30 76 

31-35 89 

36-40 62 

41-45 57 

4:6-50 50 

21-50 385 

o 1 

16 17 

10 27 

18 22 

9 16 

7 13 

12 10 

72 105 

J'am1118S w1 th the following number of children: 

2 3 4: 5 6 7 a 9 

14 2 2 

22 9 5 2 1 

19 19 5 3 1 2 

18 9 3 3 2 2 

7 18 5 3 4: 

10 7 7 3 1 

90 64 27 11 8 8 

10+ 

0> 
~ 



APP.lCNDIX TABLES. RJ!',G IONAL AREAS. 

J,ppendix ~8ble 9. Selected Familie., ot Mother. 21-50 Yeara, ot the CoDDllttrcial Towns ot Arnprior, Pembroke 
and Ren:trew, Classitied A.ccording to Age ot Mother and Number of Children, Ontario, 1931. 

'fotal Families with the tollowing number ot children: 
Age ot Number 
Mother of 

lPami1ie8 

21-25 21 

26-30 27 

31-35 40 

36-40 40 

41-45 47 

46-50 29 

21-50 204 

o 

10 

4: 

6 

3 

11 

4: 

38 

1 2 

6 3 

11 3 

10 e 

2 6 

7 6 

5 6 

41 32 

3 4: 5 6 7 

1 1 

5 2 2 

3 7 4 1 1 

7 5 8 6 4 

ca 3 6 3 1 

3 5 3 2 

28 23 21 12 6 

e ca 10+ 

1 

1 

1 

2 1 

CD 
VJ 
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~p?endix Table 10. Selected Rural ~amilies, of Mothers 21-50 Years, of the County of Lanark, 
Classified Accord.ing to Age of Mother and Number of Children, OntariO, 1931. 

Total Families wi th the followlng nwnber of children: 
Aft? of Number 
Mother of 

Fa.'ti lies 

21-25 21 

25-30 33 

31-35 43 

36-40 34 

41-45 35 

46-50 24 

21-50 190 

o 

5 

9 

2 

1 

1 

5 

23 

1 2 

? 4 

e 10 

8 8 

5 4 

3 4 

:3 8 

32 38 

3 4 5 6 ? 

2 3 

2 3 1 1 

11 8 2 4 

4 10 4 3 2 

? 7 e 3 2 

1 1 5 

27 32 18 10 5 

8 9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

10 

(D 
~ 
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Appendix Table 11. Selected Rural J'am11ie8, ot Mothers 21-50 Years, ot the County o't Renfrew, 
Cla88itied Accortling to Age o't ).t)ther and Number ot Children, OntariO, 1931. 

~otal 
.Age o't Number 
Mother o't 

J'am1li8a 

Families w1 th the tollowing number ot children: 

o 1 2 3 4: 5 6 7 8 

21-25 7 1 3 1 1 1 

26-30 21 2 4 3 6 2 2 1 1 

31-35 33 1 3 3 7 6 5 3 3 1 

36--40 37 5 2 4 4 5 5 2 6 

41-45 33 5 3 7 1 2 2 3 3 4 

46-50 36 7 6 2 3 3 4 5 2 3 

21-50 167 21 21 20 22 19 18 14 14 9 

* Including a tamily ot twelve children. 

9 

2 

2 

1 

5 

10+ 

1 

2* 

1 

4: 

CD 
01 



APPENDIX T ABT.1S, REGIONAL .ARIAS. 

Appendix Table 12. Selected Yamili88. or Mothera 21-50 Yeara. of the Industrial Town or ste. Hyaointh •• 
Clasa1t1.ed According to AB- or Mother and Number ot Children, Quebec, 1901. 

Total 
Age or Number 
Mother or 

l'am1liea 

21-25 l' 

28-30 23 

31-35 23 

38-40 18 

41-45 24 

46-50 14 

21-50 116 

o 1 

4: , 
e 5 

3 2 

1 2 

4: 

2 2 

16 22 

hmiliea with the rollowing number ot childrens 

2 3 4: 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 

2 1 

4: 3 4: 1 

1 9 2 2 4: 

2 5 2 1 4: 1 

3 4 3 3 3 2 2 

5 3 2 

18 21 la a , 3 6 3 

CD 
()) 
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Appendix Table 13. Selected JaDdlie.. ot ~thers 21-50 Years, ot the Commercial Towns of Iberv1lle, M.gantie, 
I N1colet and Biviere 4u Loup, Classified According to Aae of MOther and Number of Children. 

quebec, 1901. 

* 

Total 
Age ot Number 
Motber of 

J'am11ies 

21-25 18 

26-30 23 

31-35 22 

36-4:0 35 

41-45 13 

46-50 23 

21-50 134 

o 1 

'I 6 

3 1 

3 2 

6 3 

1 2 

3 2 

23 16 

Yamili.s w1 th the following number ot ohildren: 

2 3 4: 5 6 '1 

2 3 

9 5 4: 1 

1 5 1 6 1 1 

a 3 4: 2 2 4 

2 1 2 1 3 1 

5 3 4 3 2 

21 20 11 13 10 e 

Including two taDdlies of eleven Children. 

8 9 10+ 

2 

5 1 3* 

1 

, 2 3 

CD 
-..;] 
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Appendix Tab1e 14. Selected Rural Jamdliee, o~ MOthers 21-50 Year., o~ Nioo1et County, Classified According 
to Age o~ Mother and Number of Children, Quebec, 1901. 

* 

Total 
Age of Number 
Mother or 

Yam1liea 

21-25 50 

26-30 66 

31-35 47 

36-40 57 

41-45 45 

46-SO 43 

21-50 308 

o 1 

14 14 

8 e 

5 3 

3 

1 4 

8 2 

39 31 

A fondly of eleven children. ** 

!aDdlie. with the following number of Children: 

2 3 4 5 6 7 a 9 10+ 

12 2 e 

12 12 la 4 2 2 

5 7 4 6 7 4 1 7 1 

4 6 6 7 e e ca 4 2* 

2 3 7 2 7 7 1 7 4** 

1 3 6 3 '1 5 2 4 2 

36 33 49 22 31 26 13 19 9 

Inoluding three families of eleven children. 
m 



..lPPENDIX TABLES, REGIONAL AREAS. 

AppeDdix Table 15. Selected Yamilie8, ot Mother8 21-50 Years, ot the Industrial Towns ot Oahawa and 
Woodatock, Classified According to Age of Mother and Number ot Ohildren, Ontario, 1901. 

Total 
Age ot Number 
Mother ot 

lram11i88 

21-25 le 

26-30 32 

31-35 28 

36-40 54 

41-45 33 

46-50 36 

21-25 201 

o 1 

7 5 

9 9 

5 9 

5 9 

6 3 

3 9 

35 44 

Familie 8 w1 th the following number ot ch11dren2 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 

4 2 

e , 1 

6 6 2 

15 10 5 5 2 2 1 

8 7 5 3 1 

6 (5 6 3 1 1 1 

45 38 19 11 4 3 2 

()) 
<.0 



APPENDIX TABLES, REGIONAL ARlUS. 

Appendix Table 18. Selected Families, o~ Mbthera 21-50 Years, ot the COmmercial TowDa ot Arnprior, Pembroke 
and Renfrew, Classitied According to Age o~ MOther and Number ot Children, Ontario, 1901. 

Total 
Age or Number 
Mother o~ 

lram11iea 

21-25 16 

26-30 26 

31-35 34 

38-40 30 

41-45 24 

48-50 18 

21-50 148 

o 1 

3 ., 
e 4: 

3 5 

4: 2 

2 3 

2 2 

20 23 

IPamiliea w1 th the following number ot children: 

2 3 4: 5 6 ., 8 9 10+ 

3 3 

e 7 1 

4: 8 9 3 2 

2 4 3 ., 4: 2 1 1 

3 3 1 3 3 3 1 2 

4: 3 4: 2 1 

24 28 17 16 10 5 2 3 

to 
0 



.AOWBIJ)IX TABTJ'S, RlGIONAL AREAS. 

Appendix Table 17. Selected Rural FaDdliea, ot MOthers 21-50 Years, ot the County ot Lanark, 
Olassitied According to Age ot MOther and Number ot Children, Ontario. 1901. 

Total 
Age ot Number 
Mother ot 

Families 

21-25 38 

26-30 47 

31-35 59 

36-40 62 

41-45 47 

46-50 48 

21-50 301 

o 1 

11 8 

11 10 

4: 5 

4 4 

4 5 

2 4 

36 36 

I8Ddli8s with the tollowing number ot Children: 

2 3 4: 5 6 7 8 9 

12 5 2 

11 4: 7 3 1 

7 13 9 10 8 1 2 

12 8 8 6 9 3 5 2 

3 5 11 4 6 4 1 

4 4 10 8 6 3 3 4: 

46 37 41 38 27 13 12 10 

* A tamily ot twelve children. ** Including a family of eleven and a family ot twelve ohildren. 

10+ 

1* 

4** 

5 

to 
~ 



APPENDIX TABLBS, REGlON.AL AREAS. 

Appendix 'fable 18. Selected Rural J'amllies, ot Mothers 21-50 Years, ot the County ot Rentrew, 
Classitied According to Age ot Mother aDd Number ot Children, OntariO, 1901. 

Total J'am11ies with the tollowing number ot children: 
.Age or Number 
)(other ot 

Families o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 e 9 

21-25 29 11 8 8 1 1 

- 26-30 64 8 12 21 14 6 2 1 

31-35 53 5 5 4 13 9 3 6 7 1 

36-40 72 7 5 4 13 10 9 9 8 6 1 

41-45 62 3 7 7 5 7 11 12 4 4 

46-50 56 3 3 4 4 3 15 6 , 6 2 

21-50 336 37 33 48 52 33 37 33 34 17 " 
* Including a family ot thirteen children. 

10+ 

2 

3* 

5 

co 
M 



APPBNDIX TABLES, OCCUPATIONAL. 

Appendix Table 19. Selected J'am:l11ee, or Mothers 21-50 Years. Whoae Male Head 18 Managerial, C1as8it! ad 
According to .&rea and Number ot Children, 1931. 

Area 

MetropolItan 

Industrial 
Town 

Commercial 
Town 

All Aress 

Tot.l 
No. ot 
:raiu1lIee 

846 

64 

43 

353 

o 1 

66 56 

15 10 

12 7 

93 73 

JaDd1ies With the following number of childrens 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9+ 

54 35 18 9 3 1 2 2 

16 13 4 3 1 1 1 

9 6 1 2 3 2 1 

79 54 23 14 7 " 3 3 

(,Q 

tN 



JPPENDIX TABLES, OCCUPATIONAL. 

Append1zTable 20. Selected !&Ddlie., ot MOthers 21-50 Years. Whose lBle Head 1s Clerical. Classified 
Accordi ng to Area and Number ot Children. 1931. 

Area 

lIetropolitan 

Industrial 
Town 

Commercial 
Town 

.All Areas 

Total 
No. ot 
!'amilies 

215 

79 

66 

360 

o 1 

51 51 

26 15 

7 5 

84 71 

J'amilies w1 th the following number of children: 

2 3 4: 5 6 7 e 9+ 

46 22 20 7 10 3 1 4 

16 11 3 2 3 1 2 

8 8 12 9 5 6 1 !5 

70 41 35 18 18 10 2 11 

cD 
~ 



APPENDIX TABLES, OCCUPATIONAL. 

Appendix Table 21. Selected JaDdllea, ot Mothers 21-50 Years, Whoae Male Head i& Skilled, Classified 
Aocording to Area and Number ot Children, 1931. 

Area 

Metropolitan 

Industrial 
Town 

Commeroial 
Town 

Jll Areas 

Total 
No. ot 
J'am1lie& 

188 

124 

92 

404 

o 1 

43 43 

16 35 

,., 14 

66 92 

FaDdlles With the tollowing number ot children: 

2 3 4 5 6 7 e 9+ 

39 25 17 9 3 4 1 4 

25 25 10 5 1 4 2 1 

16 8 11 12 11 3 4 6 

80 58 38 26 15 11 7 11 

cO 
(]I 



Appendix Table 22. Selected Jandlies, of MOthers 21-50 Years, Whose Male Head is Intermediate. Classitied 
Aooording to Area and Number ot Children, 1931. 

Area 

Metropolitan 

Industrial 
Town 

Commercial 
Town 

All Areas 

Total 
No. ot 
:ramili88 

202 

142 

95 

439 

o 1 

59 39 

28 42 

17 19 

104 100 

Yandlies With the following number of children: 

2 3 4 5 6 7 a 9-t-

37 19 19 13 6 5 3 2 

31 22 10 4 4 1 

10 12 10 7 6 4 6 4: 

78 53 39 24 16 10 9 6 

to 
m 



APPENDIX T !BLEB, OCCUPATIONAL. 

Appendix Table 230 Selected Families, or MOthers 21-50 Years. Whose Male Head i8 Unskilled, Classified 
According to Area and Number or Children, 1931. 

Area 

Metropolitan 

Industrial 
Town 

CoDlllercial 
Town 

All Areas 

Total 
No. ot 
lrami11ee 

155 

91 

68 

314 

o 1 

31 2'1 

9 14 

10 11 

50 52 

Yamilies W1 th the follOwing number of children: 

2 3 4 5 & '1 e 9+ 

28 27 16 13 6 3 4 

23 12 11 5 8 6 1 2 

9 e 12 11 3 a 2 

60 4'1 39 29 17 11 5 4 

~ 
...:J 



APPDlDIX TABLES, E1'BNI C. 

Appendix Table 24. Selected Met ropoli tan, Industrial Town, Commercial Town and Rural Families, ot Mothers 
21-50 Years, Classified According to Race and Number ot Children, Ontario and Quebec, 1931. 

Area Race 

Metropolitan British 

" Frenoh 

Industrial Town British 

" )Tench 

OODlllercial Town British 

" French 

Rural British 

tt French 

Total 
No. of 
Yam11iea 

685 

454 

385 

148 

204 

210 

357 

227 

o 

lee 

84 

72 

25 

38 

24 

44 

14 

Famdlies with the following number ot children: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

149 151 93 60 27 7 4 4 

94 81 60 48 27 27 13 e 

105 90 64 27 11 e 8 

19 28 24 13 11 10 7 5 

41 32 as 23 21 12 6 2 

26 27 21 27 23 18 15 10 

53 58 49 51 36 24 19 14 

15 25 22 28 30 32 17 15 

9+ 

2 

12 

6 

1 

19 

9 

29 U) 
en 



APPBNDIX TA.BIJ!:S, ETHNIC. 

,A.ppend1x Table 25. Selected lIetropoli tan, Industrial Town, CoDDllercial Town am Rural :ramilie., of Mothers 21-50 
Years, Classified Accord1Dg to Religion and Number ot Children, Ontario and Quebec, 1931. 

Area Religion 

Metropolitan Catholic 

" Non-Catholic 

Industrial Town Catholic 

" Non-Catholic 

Conmercial '1'own Catholic 

" Non-Catholic 

Rural Oatholic 

.. Non-Oatholi c 

Total 
No. of 
Families 

550 

589 

170 

3e3 

251 

1e3 

394 

190 

o 

100 

172 

29 

68 

27 

35 

35 

23 

JaDdlies with the following number ot Children: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 'I 8 91-

110 110 76 61 30 28 14 9 12 

133 122 77 47 24 6 3 3 2 

24 31 28 16 13 10 e 5 6 

100 87 60 24 9 8 7 

34 30 27 32 31 23 18 10 19 

33 29 22 18 13 7 3 2 1 

36 45 44 47 48 46 31 24 38 

32 38 27 32 18 10 5 5 

~ 
co 



METHODOLOGICAL NOTE 

A. Data for a Study of the Family. 

In making a survey of the Canadian family one has a sense of breaking 

new ground. Data ~e restricted in both quantity and scope. A first ex

cursion into the field shows that ver.y little study has been made of the 

size of the Canadian fami~. The records that have been made and kept 

are chiefly the work of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

One limiting char~cteristic of the data gathered there is th~ fact 

that census records are more interested in individuals than in groups like 

the family. This is to be expected, because the census has more of a 

political than a social focus. 

Data in regard to families are collected for the whole of Canada at 

each decennial census. Each year the Vital Statistics Report presents data 

on birth rates, death rates and marriages. From these reports certain facts 

about families can be inferred. Such reports have been made tmiform for 

Canada as a whole on~ since 1927. For similar data for earlier periods 

one needs to consult the legislative reports for the provinces. Such re

ports differ widely both in scope and definition. 

I. Census Marriage Rates. 

From the Census reports two sets of facts can be secured over a 

sufficiently long period to make some comparisons. One deals with the 

size of the family, and the other with the marriage rate. The latter 

shows the rate at which new families are being formed. A lowering of 

100 
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the rate usually implies an increasing age at time of marriage. Not only 

is the number of marriages decrea.sed, but the child-bearing period in each 

is both delayed and shortened. Both the postponement and restriction of 

the child-bearing period react in turn on the size of the family. 

The marriage rate itself is in part a function of the age composition 

of the population. For that reason it is more precise to use a corrected 

marriage rate. The rate can be corrected, if the age distribution of the 

population and the percentage married within each age grouping are known. 

By using a simple formula, the population at a later date can be distributed 

in the same proportion among the age groupings as it was at an earlier date. 

By multiplying these arbitra~J quantities by the percentage actually 

married in each grouping, and totalling the results, a figl.U"e is obtained 

which represents the number of the population who would have been married, 

had tile population maintained the same age-distribution. (This is the 

formula used by Ogburn in his study of American »arriage and Familz 

Re la tionships . ) 

It is usual in expressing a marriage rate, to speak of the percentage 

of the population fifteen and over, who are married. If the percentage of 

the total population is used, a larger or smaller number of ver.y young 

people can introduce a change which has no significance for the marriage 

rate. 

The Canadian census did not present an age distribution of the popu

lation until 1921. In that year's census reports the data for 1911 as 

well as 1921 are presented to sho[.J' the structure of the population by five 

year age groups. 

For 1911 the percentage married was 55.7 per cent. This figure is 
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arrived at by taking the number reported married in that year as a per

eentage of the population fifteen and over. The figure for 1921, arrived 

at in the same fashion, was 57.9 per cent. The increase was quite marked-

4.2 per cent. However, there had been aging of the population in the mean

time, so tha. t more people were in the marrying age groups. By ad justing 

for this, a corrected figure of 56 per cent is secured. Apparently the 

increase in the amount of marriage was o~ partially due to a changed age 

structure of the population. After accounting for that aging, there was 

still a change of 2.5 per cent to be accounted for. 

At the date of writing the Census volume for 1951 is not available. 

But from published census bulletins the material can be secured. The 

crude marriage rate for 1951 was 56 per cent.* When tllis has been corrected 

for the further changes in the age distribution, it is reduced to 54.5 per 

cent. Although the percentage married increased in the 1911-1921 decade, 

this was followed by a decrease in the 1921-1951 decade. 

Since the data discu ssed above are classified on a provincial basis, 

one can discover how uniforill the rate is, and whether the trend holds 

true for the whole of Canada. Restricting our attention to the two 

largest provinces, we get the following adjusted marriage rates. 

Province Year 

Quebec 

Ontario 

1911 

55.2 P.C. 

54.0 P.C. 

~ 

54.9 P.C. 

55.5 P.C. 

1951 

51.5 P.C. 

56.1 P.C. 

Only the trend of change is significant in the above. The absolute 

* Census of Canada, 1951, Bulletin XXXII. 
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variations are in part due to different population distributions in each 

province. The crude rates for 1921 are 55.4 per cent and 58.5 per cent 

for the respective provinces. If/however/the population of each province 

is redistributed in the same proportion as that for Canada as a whole, 

the Quebec rate is increased from 55.4 per cent to 59.4 per cent, while 

that of Ontario is decreased from 58.5 per cent to 54.7 per cent. Thus 

a significant part of the absolute differences is due to a large differential 

in the number of persons in the 15-24 age group in each province. 

11. Census Households and Families. 

Census data on size of families ~rc likewise limited to the more 

recent decades. In discussing marriage rates, there is no problem of 

definition. Marriage is a legal concept. In a study of the family, it 

is essential to define the term. The Census of Canada classifies people 

by "households" and by "private families". The former is a more inclus-

ive term. It refers to a group of people living together in the same 

dwelling house, who mayor may not be related by ties of kinship. Used 

\l "I' I1 

in this fashion, a household includes private families and their servants, 

but also the more impersonal units such as jails, hospitals, asylums, 

schools, monasteries and so forth. 

Since 1921 a narrower classification has been included. "Private 

family" means "parents and unmarried children living in associationlf. 

This definition is more valuable from a sociological point of view. From 

a biological standpoint it is weak; (a) because it excludes married 

children; (b) because it tails to include any children who have moved 

awa:y from the home. For the purposes of this study the tabulation is of 

scant use, partly because the 1951 data are not yet available, and again 
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beca use the classifica tion extends back to only the 1921 Census. 
~ d 

The average number of persons per household for Canada, as shown in 

the census .records, appears below. 

• ,I 

Persons per household 

1901 

5.05 

19l1 

4.85 

1921 

4.65 

1951 

4.57 

If "household" and "private family" vary in size in the same direction, 

it would appear that the latter has decreased in size in the thirty year 

interval. The corresponding figure for "private families" is available 

for the year 1921 only; for that year it stood at 4.28. Although it is 
., " 

not possible to state what the trend is in the size of the private family, 

it seems safe to say~hat the figure is lOVier than that for the "household". 
'I ,I 

The decreasing size of the household takes on more interest when it 

is related to corresponding figures for the provinces taken separately. 
,I ,I 

The average number of persons per household in Quebec and Ontario for 

each year of the period 1901-1951 appears below. 

Quebec 

Ontario 

1901 

5.57 

4.79 

1911 

5.40 

4.64 

1921 

5.54 

4.50 

1931 

5.54 

4.22 

One province shows a decrease greater than that for the COlmtry a.s a 

whole, while the other maintains a steady position varying only one-half 

of one per cent from its 1901 position. This suggests that the trend for 

the whole country masks the intensity of the changes that are taking 

place. The sam e divergencies from the average for the whole country 
/1 /1 

characterize the figures for private families in the various provinces. 
,1 

Referring again to Ontario and Quebec, the average size of the private 
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family in 1921 for the former was 5.91 persons, and for the latter 4.80. 

These divergencies illustrate the inadequac.y of the arithmetic average as 

a means of portraying the facts in regard to Canadian families. 

B. Da. ta of this Study. 

The data just presented regarding marriage rates and sizes of house

holds and families draw attention to the type of detail necessary to 

facilitate an adequate discussion of the Canadian family. For the type 

of study entered upon here, the data must have, as a minimum, the follow

ing five features: 

(1) The data. must cover a sufficiently long period to permit one to 

draw significant conclusions as to the trend in the size of the family. 

(2) The data must represent significant natural. areas. Political 

boundary lines such as ward lines are no respecters of the social pro

cesses that are going on. The totality of a city or province effectually 

masks the significant trends taking place in its various areas. Realistic 

analysis must discover the significant areas and isolate them. 

(5) The data must reflect biological facts. The ages of mothers 

must appear, since the nature and size of the family mOlTe through a cycle 

as the age of the mother increases. The number of children per family" 

rather than the average for a group, must appear, or else such phenomena 

as theno-child family remain hidden. The ages of children must appear, 

or else the changing age· of home-leaving for children cannot be established. 

(4) The data must permit analysis to be made on the basis of 

occupation, or elae one valuable set of indices is lost. Such classification 

is necessary to permit one to discuss the ecological conditions affecting 

the family. 
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(5) The data must deal with the cultural factors which affect the 

size of the r~. Culture is intertwined with ecology and biology in 

determining the size of the family. Census data make use of only two of 

the ethnic factors, race and religion. These factors must be isolated, if 

the data are to be adequate. 

The data of the study are presented here in the light of those criteria~ 

It is more convenient to deal with the criteria in a slightly different 

order. 

(5) The study has been restricted to Ontario and Quebec, the two provinces 

with the largest populations. Iging side by side, along the St. Lawrence 

system, they still differ markedly. In the main, each speaks a different 

tongue. One is predominantly Catholic; in the other, only a fraction of 

the population are so classified. Through insulation from each other they 

have preserved different cultures, in spite of the fact that they occup.y 

the same river valley. In each case the family system, the method. of 

transmitting and preserving family property, the career and ambition lines 

are in strong contrast. 

However, although there are these deep contrasts between the two 

provinces, there are similarities that are equally significant. Both 

provinces have had a long period of development in which the best agri

cultm-al resources have been utilized. Both have progressed beyond the 

agricultural frontier stage. The unexploited frontier has for long been 

an adjunct of the farming system. On the farms children have been an 

asset during their growing years. When these children reach mattU'ity a 

crisis develops. The farlIl could not succeed without their youthful help, 

but it cannot continue to support them. The rural farming scene has re

quired, besides this supply of lab or , a reservoir into '!Which it could be 



spilled when no longer needed. For a time the frontier supplied this; 

people moved outward towards new territories. But eventually people 
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come to the end of the frontier. Back-to-the-land movements notwithstand

ing, for these two provinces the frontier has vanished. 

The agricultural frontier is not the only reservoir for the surplus 

population produced on the farms. "with the coming of industrialization a 

new outlet was f'o1.Uld for this excess population. The figures for popu

lation growth for Montreal and Toronto tell their own stor,y in this regard. 

The large cities in Canada are a product of this century. And their popu

lations have been recruited from the rural soil. The spread of an industri

al pattern of social organization over both provinces implies that for 

some time to come the pressing social problems in each area will be the 

same, in spite of the cultural differences observed between the provinces. 

(1) The data cover the two census years 1901 and 1931. A period of 

approximately one generation should reveal any distinct trends that exist. 

These years have a special significance for the areas involved. Naturally 

it was desirable to have the data which show the contemporary picture. 

Any attempt to push back earlier than 1901 would have met a complicating 

factor. The effects of immigration would have been noticeable at an 

ear1ier date. Immigration produces a population with an abnormal age and 

sex composition, quite different from that which an area will produce as 

it settles down. Since immigration has not oeen of significance in Quebec, 

this applies mainly to Ontario. Ynere the choice of 1901 for comparisons 

avoids that pitfall. 

It will be apparent from the above two paragraphs that this period 

coincides with the period of rapid industrialization in both provinces. 

These dates allow one to put a measuring stick on the size of the family 
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at the beginning of the industrial period, as well as to see its present 

composition. Industrialization is here significant because of the forces 

it unlooses and the changes it initiates throughout the whole of the region. 

It was during this thirty-year period that Montreal and Toronto grew into 

metropoli and became centres of dominance for large portions of their re

spective provinces. 

(5) In each case enough data has been secured to trace some of the 

biological features of the family. The ages of both parents were secured. 

Although the age of the father has little relation to the size of the 

family, the mother's age is particularly significant. At a well-defined 

point in her life reproduction ceases. This is a biological limit on the 

size of the family_ More important for the study of the family is the 

faot of a life cycle within it. Children grow up and leave home. Hence 

very young and very old mothers may quite easily have the same sized fam

ilies, though they are at opposite points in the life cycles of ~~eir re

spective families. There is then a sound reason for having age classes, 

and comparing only the groups tha t are equivalent in this regard. 

The ages of the children were tabulated, and the.y provide a. two-fold 

check on other data. From the preceding paragraph it is obvious that the 

size of the family changes by two different routes. Changes in the birth 

rate and mortality rate can affect the number in the family. It is 

equally responsive to the age at which children leave home. Since the 

family, by definition, refers to the group living at home, the la.tter is 

a salutar,y means of changing the size of the family. If the ages of chil

dren are known , it is possible to decide which factor has been at work 

over a period of time. By dividing children into age groups, and com

puting the proportion in each group at each period, a decision can be 
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made as to which factor is changing the size of the family. 

The ages of the children are one aid in clearing up the confusion 

ca.used by second marriages. For this study, families of such marriages 

were excluded. The difficulty was to recognize them. nllere the mother 

marries a second time, the fact tha t the children of her ear lier marriage 

bear a different name makes recognition simple. In this case, the woman 

has been deprived of a part of her possible child-bearing period. :it 

seems hardly justifiable to include such cases among the normal families. 

Where the father marries the second tiul€, all the children bear his name 

and it is not at once apparent what has happened. If the second wife be 

appreciably younger than the first, this will be discovered by relating 

her age to the ages of his earlier children. If a man of forty has a wife 

of twenty-six and a son of twelve and a daughter of two years, it is safe 

to conclude that he has been married twice. From the biological stand-point, 

it is hardly justifiable to include such families among the ordinary ones. 

If he has married, a second time,l/someone nearly the age of his first wife 

in terms of the children's ages the matter is not serious; the situation 

is equivalent to that of the second wife completing the reproductive period 

of the first. Hence the very occasional fami~ of this nature, which might 

have been included, could hardly vitiate the results of the analysis. 

(4) The Census schedules carry, in most cases, the occupation and in

come of the head. of the family. This permits a classification to be made 

that has considerable socio-economic interest. The census enumeration of 

occupations is eloquent testimony regarding the extent to which 

specialization of function has proceeded in the industrialized, urbanized 

community. Some simplification is achieved by distinguishing the "wage

earning" group from the "gainfully employed". 
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With the former group it is possible to combine income with t,ype of 

occupation and in a general way to work out the social class of the partic

ular worker. The contacts of ones occupational activities, and the partic

ular attitudes and modes of thjnking that belong to a given social class, 

both react significantly on family life. 

So far in this chapter, regions a.nd areas have been dealt with in 

a general fashion. The next few paragraphs will be used to describe the 

precise areas that have been chosen here as integral parts of a regicn. 

It was suggested earlier that a region is a "naturalistic" area, as con

trasted with the arbitrary boundaries that enclose political areas. A 

region takes its shape and features from the fact that a cert~in form of 

organization has been extended over an area of territory. The region can

not be confined within arbitrary bOlIDdaries. Its boundaries are the margin

al areas where the dominance of one centre merges into that of another. 

The areas of the two regions discussed here are indicated on the 

Appendix map. Further data in regard t% the areas are found in Appendix 

table~1-18. These tables present in detailed form the data on sizes of 

families of wives or mothers whose ages range between twenty-one and fift,y 

years. In the text, many of these tables .ere telescoped, or presented in 

percentage torm. The Appendix tables allow the reader to scrutinize the 

details of each area. 

The selection of an area t.ypical of a metropolitan centre meets an 

immediate difficulty in the heterogeneous~complex structure of a large city. 

In Montreal there is marked segregation of ethnic and social groups. In 

order to get a sample representative of the whole city, two separate areas 

were investiga ted . One of these was the cl ty of Outremont • Although it 
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is politically separate from the city of Montreal proper, it is an' organic 

part of the metropolitan centre. It functions as a well-to-do area of 

residence for both the French and British groups. It is one of the special 

areas of the city that h::;.s been differentiated out from the rapidly grow

ing mass of the city. In 1901 it bad not been incorporated ; at present 

the population is over 28,000. Of these approximately 10,000 are -French 

and the same number British. Incomes in this area are much higher than 

for the city as a whole, and this is reflected in the housing conditions 

and general standard of living. 

To give balance to the metropolitan sample it was combined with a 

selection of families from Delorimier ward. This ward, too, represents 

a recent area of growth. It lies in the eastern part of the city, ad

jacent to the Angus shops and is bounded on two sides by the C.P.R tracks. 

The population in 1951 was over 42,000. A part of the ward, with a popu

lation of 18,875 was chosen for sampling purposes. The area lies beside 

the C.P.R. tracks, and has a smaller proportion of white collar workers 

than has the rest of the ward. In 1901 it was unpopulated territor.y; 

neither it nor Outremont can be used for making time comparisons. The 

population ie com~~ed to a lhrge extent of skilled and unskilled laborers 

along with a lesser number of clerical workers. 

Although both of these are young areas, they can be called areas of 

stable settlement. They are areas of little mobility; in the main people 

wish to remain settled and raise their families. 

In contrast with the metropolitan centre a sample was chosen from 

the rural county of Nicolet. This county lies on the south side of the 

st. Lawrence, opposite Three Rivers. The county is a mature area of 

settlement. There are fewer families there now than there were in 1901, 



112 

but they boast more children. In its maturation the area is turning from 

self-sufficient agriculture to a greater specialization in cash crops, 

such as hay. 

The area is distin~ly rm-a1 and farm. A dozen tiny villages are 

scattered through it, and one lone tov.'l1, the town of Nicolet. In 1951 

the town had a population of 2,868. Approximate~ ninety per cent of the 

families of the county are rural. In the sample, families wi th as many 

as seventeen children at home were represented. The population of the 

aree .. has changed little, qUB.ntitatively, in the last thirty years. The 

boundaries of the area have remained unchanged, and a time comparison is 

readily made- As yet, industrialization has hardly made itself felt. 

In the text there was a discussion of the commercial t011ns that have 

developed across the rural ar~a. Wide differences exist bet~een Ontario 

and Quebec in this regard. The latter province has shown a tendency to 

go from a highly self-sufficient type of agriculture to the t.ype of town 

that we hLve called "industrial". The transition from a rural life to an 

industrial one is quite rapid. The way in which the two provinces differ 

is shown quite clear lJ', if one compares the smaller towns of each, USing 

such indices as invested capital per head of population, proportion of in-

dustrial v:orkers to total population and so forth. 

This does not mean that there are no commercial towns in Quebec. The 

town of Nicolet is one which is industrialized only very slightly. Its 

growth has been slow; from 1901 to 1951 it grew from 2,225 to 2,868. A 

o"lr. 
group of three others was combined with Nicolet. Iberville~is~slight~ 

industrialized, part~ because industry is centralized in the sister city 

of St. Jean. This leaves Iberville something of a residential suburb. 

Since it is only twenty-five miles from Montreal some well-to-do people 



have their residences there and commute to the city. They represent 

only a fraction of the population of the town. 
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The third in the group was Megantic. It is more of a trading to\\'D. 

than are either of the others. Its population has more than doubled since 

1901 and now stands at 5,911. 

Riviere du Loup is an important divisional point on the Canadian 

·National railwq. It is far down the river and its population is isolated 

by distance from the large urban centres. It is almost as large as all 

three of the others combined, and in 1951 had a population of 8,499. 

With the exception of Nico1et all of these areas have added approx

imate~ 100 per cent to their populations in the thirty year interval. 

In spite of that, the ~reas were sufficiently populated in 1901 to allow 

comparisons to be made and conclusions drawn regarding the size of the 

fami4· 

The last type of area sampled for the Montreal region was the industri

al town... As an example of this Ste. H3"&cinthe was selected. It lies about 

fifty miles east of Montreal, sufficient4 distant that it cannot be re

ferred to as an industrial suburb of the city. Moreovc:r, it is not a pro

duct of the more recent industrialization. In 1901 it had a population of 

9,210 and by 1931 bau grown to 15,548. Hence its growth has not been as 

rapid as has that c: the cOIDDlercial tov.rns named. In this it differs from 

the ordinary industrial town in Quebec. The deciding factor in choosing 

it was the fact of its early development, thus permitting a time com

parison to be made. 

Distinctive areas are more difficult to isolate in Toronto than was 

the case in Montreal. The city is divided into on1¥ six wards and 

necessarily each of them includes several typical sorts of areas. It 
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was necessary there to establish arbitrary boundaries about areas, using 

such indices as rentals and density of population in deciding which areas 

were typical. As in M ontreal, an area typified by residential segregation 

of the well-to-do was chosen for sampling.. It lies north of Bloor Street, 

which is the northerly main traffic artery through the city. On the west 

it is bounded by Bathurst Street and on the east by Avenue Road. It ex

tends as far north as st. Clair Av(;;nue and Lonsdale Road. In it are such 

magnificient homes as that of Lady Eaton. The area had no extensive 

built-up development in 1901, so the homes are not old. On the other 

hand, it is no longer the most fashionable residential area for the city. 

In general the incomes are more substantial than those found in the 

Outremont sample. 

Using the same indices, a poorer seetion of workingmen's homes was 

isolated. The population of this area was, like the previous one, almost 

totally British in racial origin. The housing in this area is much 

poorer, the houses low and crowded. Children dot the streets, which are 

their most available playground. The area is much closer to the heart of 

the business centre and has been invaded by industr.f. The b01mdaries of 

this area are as follows: on the north, Gerrard Street; on the west, 

Jarvis street; on the south, Queen Street; and on the east, the Don Road

way. 

This area showed ODe feature not observed in any other area, a good 

deal of shared housing_ Some houses sheltered two, or three or four fam

ilies. Usw;.l1y these were small families, and quite often broken families. 

The families ~ere almost complete~ in the semi-skilled or unskilled 

classes. A certain fraction were skilled, with hard~ any in the pro

fessional or clerical fields. In the other Toronto section sampled, almost 
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50 per cent of all the families were either of the orofessional or man--
.&. 

agerial class. When the two areas are combined, the occupational distri-

butions compensate for one another. 

Oshawa (forty miles east of Toronto) is a highly industrialized to~n, 
I 

depending heavily on the automobile industry. It has had an extremely 

rapid growth. Between 1901 and 1951 its population grew from 4,394 to 

25,459. The nature of the industry has dra'iffi a large number of skilled 

workers to the area, who are almost all British in racial origin. The 

town at present exhibits the ~npact of industrialization on a population 

almost totally British. For a small proportion of the workers there is 

steady emplqyment; for the remainder there are high wages, but an uncer-

tainty as to period of employment. Such a situation is not conducive to 

placid family life. Tae rapid growtn of the city has led to considerable 

residential mobilit.y. 

Since the population in 1901 was a mere fraction of its present size, 

it -was combined with Woodstock for that year, to give a sample large 

enough to be statistically reliable when it was cross-classified. At the 

earlier date Woodstock was substantial~ similar in its degree of industri-

alization. Since then its growth has been quite modest, when compared 

with Oshawa's almost five-fold increase in three decades. Since the effects 

of rapid industrialization are so interesting, only Oshawa has been sampled 

for the later period. 

Contrasted with 'Quebec, Ontario has a large number of commercial towns 

that have shown a steady, though slow, increase in population as the 

agricultural areas of the province have matured. As examples of these, 

three were chosen, quite far removed from Toronto. Arnprior, Renfrew and 

Pembroke are situated up the ottawa river, east of the city of ottawa. 



ll6 

None of them show a high degree of industrialization. 

These towns are centres of trade, and provide the basic institutional 

services for a mature agricultural area. During the last thirty year 

period they have all increased in population. At the earlier date the 

combined total was l2,441; thirty years later the population totalled 

18,687. This is quite far removed from the spectacular increases in 

population shown by the industrial towns and large metropoli. 

With S~~ a gradual increase in size over the period of the study, 

the areas lend themselves to a ready time comparison. By the time the 

1951 census was taken, there had been considerable infiltration of Polish 

and German groups into these areas. These were not sufficiently numerous 

to reduce greatly the size of the sample. 

The rur21 member in the series of areas making up the Toronto region 

was selected from the same part of the province. Parts of the counties 

of Renfrew and Lanark were chosen. A unique situation in Renfrew county 

is responsible for the choice of two rural areas. 

In Renfrew county the population is British and a large section is 

Catholic. This was the on~ area encountered where British Catholics 

were segregated. It was decided to include this group, as they make a 

unique contribution to the ethnic data. The part of the county in which 

they are most highly segregated was chosen for stuly. This comprised the 

five townships of Admaston, Bagot, Bromley, Brougbam and Grattan. All 

British Catholic families in this small area were incorporated into the 

sample. 

In order to have the data comparable, a similar area of British non-

Catholics was selected. The Catholic families in Renfrew county occup,y 

the back townships, away from the river. The soil there is poorer, and 
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the farms reflect this fact. A similar area was required, to indicate 

the size of families of non-Catholics in sjmjlar surroundings. The final 

choice was a portion of the county of Lanark, lying quite near, and com

prising the townahips of Darling, Lanark and Levant. As in the Catholic 

sample, the total of families for the area was included, ra thar than a 

sample from a larger area. 

For both of these areas there has been a sharp decrease in the number 

of families living in the area, when measured between 1901 and 1951. This 

is an interesting side-light on the rapid mobilization of population into 

metropolitan areas, and suggests the pervasive nature of the processes of 

urbanization that are at work. 

C. Sampling. 

In order to obtain representative data a sampling process was resorted 

to. This was necessary to give the study scope, and keep it within a 

manageable size. 

Access was granted to the enumerators' schedules of the decennial 

censuses for 1901 and 1951. In choosing the areas of the study an attempt 

was made to utilize areas with an approx i!lla te population of 25,000. Such 

an area comprises approximately 5,000 families. A selection of ever,y tenth 

familJr yields a total sample of 500 families. It was not possible in 

every case to find a typical area with the desired size of population; 

this difficulty arose oftenest in trying to secure comparable sample for 

1901 and 1931. 

When the enumerator's sheets for an area had been secured, it was a 

simple matter to make a selection. The families are all numbered con

secutively, so the sampling was mere~ a matter of choosing every tenth 

number. 
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Whenever sampling is resorted to in a statistical study, the question 

arises as to whether or not the sample is representative. During this 

study there were two opportunities to test the reliabilit,y of the sample. 

The first occurred in sampling the data for Outremont. In that case there 

were equal-sized French and British populations, approximately 10,000 of 

each. However, the Frenoh families are larger than the English families, 

by a recognizable margin. For equal popula tions there should be more 

English families than French families. It is the families, and not the 

individuals, which are numbered on the enumeration sheets. If a random 

sample were representative, it means that more English than French fam

ilies would be drawn. This is precisely what happened. There were 277 

British families in the total sample secured, and 255 French families. 

Moreover~the8e numbers are in ve~ much the sailie relation to each other 

as are the reciprocals of the number of persons per family in each group 

for that area. This indicates that the sampling process yielded reliable 

results for at least one of the quantities samples. 

An opportunity also arose to test the reliability of the data on 

sizes of families in the industrial town of Ste. Hyacinthe. Professor 

E. C. Hughes has been making a detailed study of the industrial town of 

Drummondville. In the course of that, he has gathered data on size of 

family for over 2,000 families. These data were not at hand in time to 

be incorporated into the present study, but some of the results were 

used in verification. His study concerns a much newer industrial town 

than Ste. Hyacinthe, and the thesis of this study is tha t the newly in

dustrialized towns would show larger families than those where the process 

has been under way for twenty or thirty years longer. In this ca.se, the 



119 

sizes of families for the Drummondville area came midway in size between 

those of the Ste- Hyacinthe area, and those of the commercial towns of 

Quebec. Since this is the precise sort of results that were expected, it 

lends further support to the presupposition that the sampling process 

yielded reliable results. 

In the case of the two rural areas in Ontario the sampling was dis

continued, since a tenth of the available families would have been too 

small a sample. However there seem no grounds for believing trut the use 

of all the units of the data would yield results different from those of 

a representative sample. 

One place where the data might be confusing is in the matter of fam

ilies of persons who have been twice married. Such cases, however, are 

relative~ rare, and many of them were recognized and discarded; for 

reasons given earlier, it is doubtful if the ones that escaped detection 

could vitiate the results. 

D. Analysis. 

The general scheme of analysis used in this study is quite straight

forward. It is an elementary cross-classification, using a unique set of 

areas as the point of reference. 

The data have been further restricted at some points. Three groups 

were deleted in order to make the data more homogeneous. Families in 

which the wife or mother is less than twenty-one years of age are ex

cluded. The group in which her age is over fifty have also been set 

aside. The families in which one parent is missing (broken families) 

likewise are not included. 

The reason for excluding the last group is obvious. Removal of one 
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parent immediately fixes the size of the family. Because broken families 

are not uniformly distributed throughout all areas, their exclusion is 

justified. 

The other two groups are excluded in order to reduce to a minimwn 

the age variations. Because age of mothers is related to the cycle of 

fami~ life, the extreme variations have been omitted. 

I. By Age of Mother. 

At the end of Chapter I some historical data are introduced to show 

the trend in size of f~ between 1901 and 1951 for three of the types 

of areas. In that case, only the families of mothers 51-40 years are 

considered, for each area for those two years. The families of mothers 

21-50 years and 41-50 years are ignored in those comparisons. The reason 

for choosing the single age group, instead of all three age groups, is 

three-fold. It simplifies the comparison by dispensing with some data. 

It obviates a cross-classirication in terms of the proportionate numbers 

of families falling into each of those groups. It happens that in each 

of those years the composition of the rural groups varies widely. Such 

variations exert an influence on the sizes of fami~ies for the group as 

a whole. A large number of young parents in 1901 and a correspondingly 

large number of middle-aged parents in 1951 will explain an increased 

size of family without invoking other explanations. Rather than adjust 

the index of the size ~ fami~ to correct for such age variations of 

mothers, a smaller age interval was used. This reduces the number in 

the sample, but avoids the problem of making the adjustment. Finally, 

the results for each of the three age groups are not completely similar. 

Hence an adjusted figure would also need to express conflicting types of 

change in each of the age groups. Since the figure given for the 31-40 
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areas, it seemed unneoes~ to present a complicated set of figures. 

11. Analysis by Occupationa. 
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When the data are a.nalysed in terms of occupation, the totals do not 

correspond to those secured in the other types of analysis. The dis

crepanc.y comes from two sources. A certain number of people fail to 

name any occupation to the census enumerator. The reason may be total 

lack of any reguJ.ar type of employment, or it may be a heai tancy to name 

one's type of work. 

On the other hand, some occupations were automatically excluded by 

the classifica tory system employed. For the purposes of this analysis, 

only wage-earners were classified according to occupation. The remainder, 

those classified as other "gainfully employed," comprised only a small 

fraction of the total group. To apply to them the same analysis would 

involve devising a classificatory scheme for ~ gainfully employed persons. 

The analysis qy occupations is based on a classification useo in a 

monograph on "Occupational Status of Canadian Workers" prepared by 

Professor Marsh of McGUl University. The census list of occupations runs 

high in the hundreds. This classification reduces them to ten groups: 

Managerial, Professional, Commercial, Supervisory, Clerica.l, Skilled, 

Service (Intermediate), Semi-Skilled, Service (Lower service) ,Low Skilled. 

The basis for the classification is mainly the earnings reported in 

the 1951 Census. Period of training, and the responsibility of the 

position are also considered, but are subsidiary to earnings. 

In order to have a manageable classification the above categories 

were re-grouped in the following order: 



Managerial and Professional 

Clerical, Supervisory and Commercial 

Skilled 

Intermadiate Service ana. Semi-Skilled 

Low Skilled and Lower Service. 
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In describing the results of the comparisons, it is evident that 

occupational status as measured by earnings is not a very reliable index 

to the size of the family. This is not surprising. The size of the family 

is also related to ones contacts and social ambitions, and the income of an 

occupa. tional group is not an index to these. At present there does not 

seenl to be any classification of occupations that is more than passably use

ful in describins or explaining family behavior. 
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