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.lBS!B1CT 

sillce the estahlish •• at of 11geria as a nation-s.tate in 

1960. the iSBae of O4tioDal cOIlsciousness bas bedev illed 

succas.iye gOyecD •• nta. ciYilia. and ailitarJ. The lationa1 

fOQtk Secyice Corps .aa created ia 1971 to foater nationdl 

iAta~ration aad .obility of uAiversitJ graduates and to 

ia stad.ats a saase of social DlspoDsibili ty for 

priyiIeges theJ 8Djo,. 

Data for t~i. tba.i ••• s collecte4 fro. tAe 14tio041 
fI 

foata Service corps Ok.ctorate B.adgaarters and tue 

... tional DIli'ecaiU •• co.aisaio. fO-r tlaa period 1913 to 

t9al. T.e tà.sia d.acribes ta. polit:.i.cal, socio--écolloaic 

aid .ducat.ioa.l coat.at iD wàid" U •• sc· ........ est.ab1ished 

•• 4 ••• 1'''. it. pr .... t fallctioaiDg_ ,la. scheae i8 shown 

to ba ... ccu.fuJ. iA proaot.iag aObilit, of àiga-levsl 

••• power oa • .laort tera basis AD~ rural deyelop.ent • 

•• ,.cial1l ia.ofar ·.s the ach;l •••• eDt of uiver_l priaary 

.dlleatio. is coaeen.de ~a .ddt·tioll tlae àc •• ae, wbich DOl 

•• joJa tà. support of sta4 •• ts, politica! leaders and tbe 

offi:er c.c:lre,.... .IIade.. i.port..at coatrÙtutioa to the 
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Depuis l'existence, eD 1960, du .ig.r~a coa.e UD. 

C!tat-aatioD., la qle.ticD de cODscieDce _tioaale a êt-é au 

coellt des préoccupatioa8 des gOelyerDe.eats successifs, tant 

chU.s qlle ailltai:r.s. I.e projet du Ser,ice ci '11 

obli ~a toire fat établi ... ' 1973 afia de sti.uler 

l' la tégrilti.oD aationale, pour fayoriaer 1. aobili.tê des 

:iip15aés de l'uDi,eraité et. fiD.~e •• Dt p081' iDC1Ilguet ua 
(Ii 

seas de la te8pouùilité sociale .. lu "tadianta, étaat don.é 

tOIiS 1 •• priyil.ge. doat. U. jotlia ... t. 

La. 40a.' •• poelr cette t.... tt.Leat ~.al.illi.8 au 

si.~. ce.ual da coa_il d' .aaiu.t.ratio. 48 "t'i.ee ciYil 

obligatoire iliaai ql 'aa bur_1I c.Dtral d. la Co.ai.aioD 

.atianal. 4 .. QDi •• rait". ,.igérian •• ). le. dODDles cOII.rent 

la p'riode 

proj.~. 

de 191J a 1981, 
1 

La tà' •• 

.oit la pr .. ilr. d6ceaDie du 

le cont •• te pol.itiljue, 

socio-6coDoaique et 04acatioanel dans l.q .. sl le projet fut 
,t 

tlitablit; a11e •• 1JBe .g.l •••• t .OD fa.ctiaa_.eat ActQ81. 

19'. a'oas dt. catI'. la r •••• it. du p~oj.t C)"uit. a la 

proac.tion cle la IIObilit.. a coart t:.r •• d· ua tr.. Ilaut ai,.all 

cie a.ia-d·oellyre et y_at .G 4.'.10p,. ••• t .oc:J.o-koao.iqQ • 

•• rt(Jat ea ce I).i co.cer.. la rf.li .. t1.oa cie l·.ue.t.g .... at 
-

pri •• ~r ... aj..yeraal. la outr., le projet ,IIi. gag8Ci l~appai 

4e •• ~.cli. •• t., de. clirlgea.~. ,poli.t.t.... et d.. cadre., a 
. 

..... :o.p coatritt .. l la stab-illt. d. '_ .. r .... '.t .la. 
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INTBODUCTION 

. Higher education l.O developing cOQntries is regarded as 

an instru.ent of national develop.ent, and assigned the task 

ot integra ting differeot et hoic groups and of .obilisinq 

bedeV'il.J..ed 

llUlllan resou tces. The issue of uni t{ has 

~uccessive administrations in Nigeria. Its .any 

ethnie groups, variet)' of languages, 'Cultural and religious 

trddi lI. OUS dre fa~ tors t bat bave pro.oted i nteose conflict. 

rhe d l.ffic 01 ty of forgîng a uni tEd nation in the 

post-l.ojependence eIa vas tragicàlly illustrated by the 

first .l.li tar f coup of Jantlar y 15, 1966 fol~oved by th.e 

cinl lIIat of 1967-1970. In an effort to lessen the social 

and ed ucatl.onal inequali ties tha t resul ted in ci 'Yi 1 var and 

as pa,:t of its progca •• e of national reconstruction, the 

Feder<11 M.l.litary Gavernllent decided in 1973 that· al.! 

gradtld tes 0.1: ins ti tu tion s of h igher educa tion vould perfor. 

ci l'ear of national service in astate ,.otber tban their state 

of orl.<jin. The servicE IIdS lIainly intended to develop in 

university ~raduates a better understanding of the proble.s 

and cul tuces of th e societ] a nd loyal ty 1;(; the nation • . 

other African countries have adopted yoath service 

scheaes. The T,anzania National Service, one cf tàe o1dest,. 

vas establisbed at independence in 1963. The objectiYe vas 

to in vol V'Q priaary and secondary school lea vers as lIel.l as 
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Unl.Vt!L:ilty jr..lJuates 10 rural dev€'loFlleot pojects.l Atter 

an .iU,Htlve d[IIY /Ilut lUy in 11.10", the Natlondl Servlce beca.e 

tne t'rl.ucq>dl Ioute tor entry loto the reconst.l.tuted 

T~ULdnl~ P€0ple'! Detence Force.2 PartlclpaDts v~re glven 

t hl ee lIonths of 1I111tary tral.n.lng and short courses iD 

t10 .l.ltl.C S, l'lU J ua '-je tral0.l.nq and ~hys.lcal educat.l.ou. They 

111 tl1~ i-ubllC sector and .ln {Jardstatal enterpr.l.ses. 

AltllJl1';lb [JdrtlclFdtl.OD vas voluntdry, th~ scheme attracted 

m'illf foùth, eSi-Ecially those who dlJ Dot Froceed beyoDd 

prlll.iry scnool. j But ln l'1b'>, largely LEcause 01 the 

ot un l ver S l t Y students, the 

.lnt~IlSl.lH.:J pttorts tü r€crul.t un.lversl.ty jrdduates luta 'the 

Natloucll SerVl.cf, lIaklO<.j thPl.l lldrtlclpdtion COllpuüiory.4 

Students at the UnlVf'rslty of Du es Salaam vOlced thel.r 

dOC they dellloDstratt:'d on Nove.ber 13, 19b5. 

The J0vèlllUient !.it ude [, t partlcifdtion but 

increaseJ the e.clumentE of qraduates.S 

Ethl.OiJld also has a Nat.l.onal Youtb Service schelle. 

IDt[oduc~d l.Jl --+<;611, il vas 1Ditlally ddllinistered by the 

Un1verslty of Add15 Atata wh~ch was res~oos1ble tor 

1. Ia~~à2i ALri~_Stan~, October 4, 1963. 
2. Tordoff, W., Gove,n.eDt dnd pOlitlçs lij TaA~aDia, p. 
J. Horrison, D.B., ~ucati9n and PQlitics in lflica, p. 
". l'lor r l.S00, ilig. 
5. Morrison, illg., f. 2'1L. 

164. 
238. 
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the students to asslgn.ents ln rurdl dreas. 

Evecy Etn.l..0t->.LdO UlI1Vt![5~ti 3tudent vas re 11)1 r",d to spend an 

yeu (betlle€n the tblrd and the fourtll year ot 

stUjl.~5) Ln of ci vilian Ser91C€. [J nle ss 

vere Dot eli~ible ta recel. VE 

d eqrees until they vere d iscba.rg€ d fr o. 

s~rl11...;e.l ~tlldents lIere pald a stlpeod durio'l tbe 

sery l.ce ~CL- 1.od. The intentl.OD of tbe scbelle Illas thceefold: 

to prollotli! IIdSS educatl.on and health care; to dl.spel the 

attitude, Joly too cO.IIQn ln Eth1.opl.a dnd other Ain.can 

cauo t L le J, that students are il pn.91.leqed ehte; and, 

fiOc.lll.y, ta r-ropa-jate throughaut the country a better illaqe 

ai tn~ uluvürsl.ty and of lijtellectuals, .ore yenerall.y.2 The 

Etlll.llpid UOl.verSl.ty SerVice vas terllinated in 191" durin9 

th!:'! t'Jpuli:ir u!JriSlnl.j al.jdlnst the rC1.gn of HaLle Selassie. 

i'ue Zdlltaan Yauth Servl.ce vas cs:-eated in 196~ as a 

.eliOs Ly wbl.ch "the energy dnd enthusl.asll of a large nu.ber 

ot youn'l lieD aD d ",oU,n who had played a prollinent cole 1.D 

the elldrtClpdtlOD of the c ount rf coul J be harnessed to 

cons te ue tJ. v ~ cha DDel s. ft J .. Il Er. the basi c ob ject1. wes of the 

in 1967, p.1l'phasis lIetS placed on the 

rlUcl4 develllpment and natloD build1.og. Tbe school leaves:-s 

wece to be tr,lloed 10 a Yarl.ety of technical skills (leather 

wor:k, btlcklap.ng, and carpeotry a.oDg 

------------------------------------~-----------------------1 

\. ~. Ishby, E., Uaiversitiesj Bu,tisÀ./ 18d.4. l'lie." p. 35b. 
2.. Asllby, lli.!!. 
J. lllr"oLilutve, J .!'t., ~ Growth of Ed9çat~9p iD ZI'bit SirAC!: 

IndepeQdegce, p. 246. 

, 
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tlCvVl.J,.oj Dy l,labld aod the Youth Secvice vas _dde aD cldjuoct 

ot tlle jeCuclty forces. 1 

I.l.~c the othee 

std.Ct~d as d aeaos of frcaotinq rucal de,4f;loFaent dS vell as 

of l.nst~~ll.n<J nuai Il t Y allon-j the educated e11te~ But 

~rl..dcy l~~octaoce WdS glven t0 de,elopl0g qCEdtec avar€oess 

0t t41e c,,}lIl1onallties a.ong ~Bg~r1.d'S ,acious et.bnl.c and 

cel~~lou5 ~rouFs. To€ Nat~voal Youth SeC'l.ce Corps coabll.og 

clCt.. l-'dssed l.0 197 J, .ade thls expll.cit. 

un~YarSl.t1es vece .obiliseù for seC'lce ln states ~the[ than 

th~l.r stdtes of cr1.qln.2 And uo11ke the TanzaDlan. Ethlopian 

and laaOlan sehE.es, the Nlger1ar. Natlonal Youth Service 

corps WdS lntrcdue€d ta facilitate the trdnsition fcoa 

educclt10n to york. Service 1.5 reldteJ ta tbe partl.el~aDt·5 

edu'::dtl.oDal tcaillln~ and (jua11t1eatl.ons an-d bas been aade a 

pce-c~nJl.t~on for e.floy.ent.) 

Thl.S stuJy Ela.ioes the or1910s, obJectives, eYolutioD 

and ~uteoaes ot the National Youth Secv1ee corps (MISe) 

pcog ca •• e. Data vas colleeted througb a study of annual 

reports dod otner putl1cat10ns of the NIse ~ireetorate and 

Nat~Joal Uniyersities Coa.i5510n, ~nter,iE~s witb five 

sen10r off~cials of tte Direetorate and tVQ cfflcers of the 

Lag~5 State MYSC Secretariat, and tbcough cl survey of e~ghtJ 

---------~-------------------------------------------------
1. wood, A.W •• lJ1~.,l Education apd Qevelop.ent ip 

lû~A, l-p. 245-246. 
2. !I~Ç Hjp4bo9k, p. 7. Fara. 19. 
3. II~ÇrDeç,e~. No. 2«1, p. 12. 

... MI 
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t~o particlpants wbo ~erYed betveen 1~1S and 1982. 

15 DO re~ister 1'5 tept of the wbeteaboats of past 

p.Utl.C1.k'dDtS, graduatEs vere identified in so.e of the 

prln:::1.tia1 aft1.ces and places "bere they baye taken up 

peCllanent e.~loy.ent in Lagos State. Interyie"s vere 

cooj~cteJ dt tbe Central Bank, Lagos, Federal Rinistrl.es of 

D-eft:!Dce, TradE and Education; tagos 

Uouerslty r'edcblDq flcs(.ital cind -it sueh l1rlS as Onipetrol, 

K. ~b~ll,rd.s dnd the S~D lnsurance Ca.pany. 1h~ inteotion 

in lDterYl.ellin':) d siali Duaber of (jraduates vas ta deyelop a 

le<1DS or collaboratlng th~ evaluat.l.olJ of the sche.e 

sp<>osored by thp. :nsc ûlrectoratt: ln 1'J17. 

SUbJects werp. asked about the releyanee of tbeie field 

of study ta tbEit ptildry assi~n.ent. See lp pendiz 1 1. 

1 nf or ilia hon lias ci 150 àh ta1ned a bout the ir participa tioo in 

eoaœunity develcplent progra.les and the effeet of the 

sebe.a on tne.l.r attitUdes tovards atber ethnie groups. 

TblS tnesis ls di9ided into five chapters. The first 

chapter d~scribes th€ developlent of higher education in 

Ni9ar~a durin~ the eclonial and post-independence per.l.Qds 

vitb attention ta the ilpact of ethnieity aod reqiooal 

["1.ulr.l.es in edueational ezpansion. The second c~apter 

highlight~ the politieal role of Nige,rian stlldents and 

" govern.ental repression and co-optation of stlldent groups. 

The th~rd traces the history of the .atiooa1 Youth SerYice 

Corps and outlines its adlinistrative struèture. The last 

.r 
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chapter ~j(.u~nes tbe ilpact, ditf1.cu~ties, Folitical and 

st.lj ea t clcceptGDce of the seryice. The cone lu8ioo coosiders 

tne iaplicatioos of tQe present proposaIs to broadeo tbe 

scope of the • cl tiona 1 touth SerYice Cor ps a pd to iD troduce 

.ili tclry tr~iDiD9. ..' 
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CHIPTER 1 

rHE DB'BLCPSBI' OP BIGRBS BDUCITIOI Il IIGIiIl 

ln ldentit} iud self avareness de,eloped aaOBCJ 

liger~aQS during tbe colonial peciod. It vas foster~d bJ 

unified colonial adlinistratioD and by the sense of 

bel~n~~ng that a coalon territory generates. The 9rovth of 

national identity and self-avareness vas also facilitated by 

the reseaul~nce in social structures, custOIS and traditioBs 

alon~ tae- coumtry'E various peoples. tet there are 

obstdcles to political inteqration in 

contelp:>rlry li1geria. Rupert Eaerson veites in thiliP 

cooüection thatz "Nigeria i5 Dotoriously, a pcecarious 

lu.lpin<:j tO<jether of ~eofle vhose separate ideatitr i5 at 

Ieast ~s reai a aattEr as thelr acceptance of national 

unit y." 1 There are groups vitbin the state "hose collecti,e 

identity has coots ilbedded auch aore deeply iD the p.ast, 

sharlny d deepe1 fellovship e.b~died in social structures 

an~ lanyudge, and draving on aore prilordial loyalties than 

the state. In this sense, each of Niqeria's tribal groups 

is a natl0n, and Nige~ia is best described as a 

"aulti-national ~tate."2 

) 
~ ----/ 

Tbe drive tor illdependence 'eK&Cerbrate,d differeDce~ 

-. -----.. -------~---.--~----...-----_r-------_ ..... -----.---
1. !.e~so~, i., -latioDalisa and Political Deyelopaent," 

voar •• l of iolitici, 196Q, p. l. 
2. See O'CooDell, J.; Senghor, L.: ~ru.ah, 1 •• and 

lzikilfe, 1.", "UDity and Diyer.it, iD "est lfrican 
States,· ligeri •• Jog'aAl of &salO"; .14 5QCiAl 
~lidie§ 'IJBS$, 1961~ . 
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betleell tbe Dorthern aad soùtherD parts ot the couatr!. The 

lead8rsÀi~ of the iadependent eo.e.ant vas draVD iroe tbr.e 

eaia groups. The tirst •• re the principal natioDalist 

leaders, IDaeJi ASiii.e, obaf.ei 1volo.o, lb.adu Bello and 

Abwnakar Tafava falewa. lzitive. who 1ater bEca.è the first 

Presid~Dt of Nigeria ia 1960, is aD Ibo. EdQcated in leerica 

be worxed as a journalist in tbe Gold Coast (Ghana) before 

"etucuing to ligeria in 1931. Obafè.i '.010_0, an Ijeba 

roruba,. studied 1. •• in London. He Ifas an acti.e lea'ber of 

tbe .i~er~aD Youth Roye.eut, a group of politica11y-aiadéd 

Nigerians which sp1it in the 1940's a10ng etbnic lines o.er 

the leadership ot the .~Ye.~nt. lziti_. _ithdre. fra. tbe 

Soyeaent dDd fOllnded tlte National COllne il of Nigeria and 

C~aeroons. liuadu Bello a.nd lbubatar 'lafa"a Balev. 

repf:eS81l-t.ed t"-e ~ducatEd 611te of tlae !lusiia Dorth. 

The second grouf "ent ioto pollties durinq the first 

eléctioAS iD 1951. Sc,e s\1cb as Shiaka Ifoaoda and oao-08491e 

in the lSid-lf,est, flayed an i..pO-ctant role iD reqïonal 

politi~s. They verè self-ackDovleùged sfokeslen for 

coaaunal interests. the tbird vere representatiYes of the 

ue. professional class; teachers, clerks, traders,and otJaer-. 

vJao possessed enouqii €d Qcatioll to lead y illagers. la the 

nortb, -theJ serwed ia the 'atiye lutborities. Tbey too Jaawe 

fqnctioaed as aFotes.~a fot tÀeir coaauoities. 

_ ,f.lle ad.illi.tca'ti'. bits iato "hicb liger!a has b-eeD 

di ,ided ha'. ela.ag.a se'yeral tiles. since ·the begiaaiaq of 

colonial raie a. i(PoltaDt distiDc~ioD has beeD .ade betveen 

1 

-1 
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the Dortb and the south'. Proa t9.6 to 1961 the sout.h vaa 

divid84 iata ta. iesteED aad the Baatera legl08s, aDd in the 

latter year a th1rd r.9108, the Rid lest. vas car.ed out of 

the West. 8e9iola1 t.Ensions vere par~icalarll seyere in the 

fiest le~rs of indefendence and ia "Ja.aarf 1966. the 

civiliaa gOyarDaent vas depo.ed. 

In J~l 1966, ~eaera~ lakabu Gowon beCa.. tke Head of 

State. Po,1itieal leaders ia the Bastern aegloD declar:ed the 

ar~a an iadependEnt cepublic (Biafra), and tbe country vas 

plUD'j,ad in ta ci Yil var. The ci vil var eDded iD 1971 aad tÀ. 

Federal !ilitarJ Governaent eabarked OD progeaa.as of 

national recoAstructioD and reconciliation. ligeria' vas 

di~idQd tAto nln~t.eeD states in 1916. The .ederal Silitaer 
, 

Go'vernaeDt tràasfaTed power to a poplllar1y elected civilia8 

gOYerD.~nt iD -October 1979-. 

• 

Siiitarl and ciyi1iaD goyera.ents- ha.e place4 gr.at 

iaportance on educational e.pansioa as a .aan., of corcactiug 

reCjio8éli ~ispari ties and for9iD9" a unit.ary state. Btluüci ty 

18 a pov.rful deter.inant gf 4 aceess to education. The •• jor 

etholC groups in the càuDtry (the'BaQSa~FUlani, Yoruba and 

Ibo) responded, differently to the iat'('oductioD o'L foraal 

schooling. Cli9Qet, 1 AbernethJ, 2 
j 

and ColelaD l in 

tbeir studies of lest Africa haye shovo t.hat l,yels of 

1. Clignet. a.li.' "!thaieitJ. Soa. DifferentiatioD. ~a4 soa. 
SacoD'dary S~Jaooli.g ia leat Ifrica.· '1 •• 1".« 'It.des "'i ...... , 'II (1967), 360-J78. 

2. 'ber.etJa" DaYid. 19liSic.l Ul •••• of 18111., •• stin, 
'1 'f,i." c .... (sta.ford Vaiy,rait, pr ••• , 1969'. 

l. Col. •• àa., Jal.s. lia,rit;- "~"V9Ucl SA ""g,.'ie. 
(Berkeley: Ouiyers!.ty of ca!foraia .re.s, 1958). 

- ---..,--"' ..... -...l~ .. ~'f,~- ,.. ft ' .. , 
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educatLoual attain.ent tound ia the coastal areas .bich had 

the e~cliest aad aeat _ate.siye eKposure to a!asionarl 

ac~iyities are Auch higAer than those of ialaDd areas of 

these countritiB. ~OrEOYer. the Dorthern and southerD parts 

of ligeria, bad ditferent types of sehoels vith ditfereDt 

aias, eap,laases aDd pLogea •• es. Ihile aissioDar, education 

vas èabraced iD the Eoathern part ot t~e countr" 

,. aiss~Qnary actiYities vere less faflGeDtial in the north 

vDere goyernaeDt scaools vere established for the soas of 

" 

Ch-iefs and Bairs aho receiYed adaiaistrati'W. and aoral 
~ 

edQc~t~ in ~LeparatioD tor their roles as future rulers 

and" le-aders of Buslia Feoples. 

In èonsidering the origias 

access to education, tbree 

of regioDal lnegualities iD 

features of the 11geri.·s 

edùcational h~stcry are significant. The flrst relates to 

the initial lack of intecest on the part ot the colonial 

adainistration in tbe education of Nigerians vhich resGlted 

in the shifting ot tbe responsibility for proYiding 

education on to the Christian .i55ions. The second pertains 

tQ tAe 5l~v aDd graduaI develop.ent of tbe goyern.ent 

i:ntere'st iD the ad.ini.stratlon and control of educational 

iDstitutions vhicb crystallised into a "dual systea" with 

go.e~na~nt aDd Yoluntary agencie5 as pa~tners. The third 

Vas "the agree.ent betveen the colonial ad.inist~ation and 

t~e 8us.~i. rulers of the no.tth to prohibit Christian . " . 
a1a810ns fro. operatiog in that par~f the country. 

'~". 
Tbe aissionaries lIere the flrst t'~,OdQCè for.al 

{ 
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education in lest lfrica. The preseAt sJste. of educatioa iD 

.igerid caD be tEaced directIy to tbe educatioDal actiYities 

of the CkristiaD aissio •• ries daring the niaeteeDth centurI. 

The les!eydn Sethodiat Rission was the firat to arriye at 

Badagry near Lagos in 1842. Two years latar (18'5), t'é 

Cburch fti35ionary SocietJ (CSS) established aBother school 

at Dada9ry. Prca tbis coastal base, the t.o ais.ionarr 

bodies extended their ewangelical and educational vork into ., 
Lag()s, Abeokuta and the rest ot 'orllbalaad. 'l'he Chuch 

8is5ionary society aade better progress tban the lesleyan 

ftetbodist .issioo. By the end of the centurI, a ou.ber of 

vell knovn Church ftissiooary society edlleational 

iastitutions had coae ioto existence. These included a Boys' 

lraa.ar School fcuoded in 1859 at Lagos, a Girls' Se.iDarr 

also in Lagos, and thE teachers college vbich vas opeDed in 

Oyo iu 1896 (OOV knovn as st. Aodrev's College, Oyo'.l 

l'Dere were _ny other ais310narr societies that alltered. 

the :ountry and each recognised the educational aspects of 

evangelizatioQ and 10st no tiae in establishiDg schools. 

Education vas an i.~ortant part of their actiYities ollir 

insofar as it was instruaental ta the coayerSiOD of the 

people ta Christianity. Por this. a -lite~ary educatioll-

vas dea.ed adequdte, and so Higeria,inherited aa _educational 

tradition vhicb neglected science and technol09y.2 

-------------------------------------------------------~---
1. Adetoro_ J. ~jQ~~22i-of lige(iap Iduçatigl l p. 16. 
2. Ashby, E. iaiJe"itie'j Biitish. 180,.,. A'Iic, •• 

• 

--:--:---... '.,-... --- ~~ 
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education began ~roa9a 

grants-ua-clid ta a tev Ilission schools in 1811 aad later 
J 

throll'lh tAe estatlisbaent of a gOYera.ent priMr, sc.ool 1.a 

Lag~s in 189~ te cater fo~ aon-Christians.1 FriŒr ta 1925 

the Britisb ~OYErn.ent bad DO elearly defined poliey OD 

educdtion in its lfrican colonies. Between 1870 to 1876 the 

colonial ~o.9rn.ent 1.D Lagos aade sp4saodie atte.pts to 

assist soae 01 tbe a1.ss~ons 1.D tbeir edacational vork. The 
\ 

first education crdinance, proaulgated in 1882, establ1.shed 

conditions tor Fartic~Fation in the grants-in-aid scheae and 

proyided for goyern.ental inspection of scbools. The 

ord1.Dance coYerEd thE West Afriean territories of Lagos, 

Gold Co~st (Gnan~, sierra Leone and Gaabia. In 188& Lagos 

vas sepclrated tcca thE Gold Coast and becaae tbe colony and 

Protee tora te of L ag os. At the tarn of tbe centar" the 

Nortbern and Southern Protectorates vere created, an 

iaport~nt efent in the educational history of ligeria. Yitb 

the procld.ation of Korthern ProteetoratE, tbe aissionaries 

intensif1.ed theie educational actiYities in the north. 

In 1911, the pbelps-Stoke fand vas established hy an 

'aerican philanthropist, Siss Caroline Phelps-Stoke vith tÀe 

abject of educatinq t~ack people both in lfrica and in tbe 

Onited states. In tbe early 1920s the Pund sent a co .. isioD 

t~ study educatiQn in British colonial Africa, co.posed of 

distiaguished educationista and coloRiaI officiaIs such as 

1. ldetoro, iiij. 

"" 
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Hans Visher vho fOODded gOYerDaeD~ schools iD "or~hern 

.i~eria and Frederich Lugar~, IAO deYised the policy of 

indirect l:ule far "osli. area5. Tbe Co •• issian's report 

(1922" criticisEd thE type of education that the aission5 

vere proYidin9 and conc~uded tbat br concen~rating on 

classical type of education OD books" the 

.iS5ioD4r1e5 "vel:e folloving the ideals preyailin9 in their 

hoae countries."l Tbp.ir report propo~ed the developaent of 

pri.ary educatioD aloD9 vocational and agricultural lin es. 

The CO.~ss1on's .ost far reaching reco.aendatipn 

concerned the DEEd te dEvelop local institutions of h~her 

edocat10n. The Report acknovl~dged that "it see.s that for 

soae rears to coae 'friean colonies .ust depend upoa Europe 

and laer1ca for univErsity training." But it added, "tbat 

ltr1ca should baYE its ovn Colleges as soon as ele.entary 
\ ' 

and secondary schools arE able ta supply a sutficient nuaber 

of stll:leuts to warrant the organisation of cclleges." 2 ID 

the 19~Os, West lfrican àgitation for an instito~ion of 

hi~her ledrniag ~as coabined vith the agitation for aore 

AfricaD participation in governaen~. the i~.ediate effec~ 

va~ the introduction of ~he 1926 Education Code. The Code 

indicated the course tbat Rigeria's educatioDal de.alop.eot 

sholll~ take. It recogoised ~be need for expaDsioo but 

e.ph4sised tbdt .hatever expaasion took place should De 

1. Phel~s-stoke fUDd. Education in lfrica. le. York, 1932. 
2. ua-

1 
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vi th.1.D tht! hnancial resources of the colonial 

ad.10.1.stration. Provision vas .aJe for tbe establisb.ent of 

a Board of Education vhose aajor fonctlon vas to advise the 

90yeroo[' 00 educational .atters. The Code authorised the 

goyernor ta control the establishaent of new schools or 

close down aoy Mnicb vere poorly adalnlstered. In oorthero 

Nigeria the COdE did Dot apply oving ta the pollcy of 

non-interference in the affairs of ~usli. coa.uoities. 

ln 1'.137, tbe colonial ad.inistration started a sche.e 

VbO[30Y cl nuaber of Nigerian students vere trained in 

8ritaln dt joveroaent e%pense. Scholarsbips were avarded ln 

the less attractive areas of education and the huaanities ao 

as n~t to threaten the prlvileged position of European 

expatrlates ln the fieldE of la v, aedicine, engineering and 

publ.1.C adainistration. 1 decade 1ater, resEnt.ent led to 

agitat~on for overhauling laba Hiqher College and setting up 

an lostitution ot truE university statas. 

lbe establishaent of the laba Higher College in 1932, 

.arked the begiDiDq ot bigher education in ligeria. ihen 

the institution vas founded, tbere vas no intention to give 

Nigeri~ns an education on par vith that available ln 

.etropolitaD ccuntries. Tbe purpose vas to produce 

·assist~nts" vho would relieve colonial officials of .any 

1. Pbelps-Stokes t'und, Education in Africa (1932). 
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adminIstrative tdsks.l Admission into thE college vas 
i 

dictated by the nUIDer of vacancies fOI Africans in 

governllent service. In its first Jear the college adaitted 

only eighteen students. Until 19Qe, the tota~olilent of 

the cùllege did Dot exc€€d ninety five.2 ~ 

The colleye ofteled studies in severa l fields; 

agriculture, fcrestIY, aedicine, veterinary science, 

surveylng, en~~DEer~ng, and teacher training. The course ln 

en~inee['ing lasted four years includiog tvo .ooths of 

p['actlcal work each year during the vacation perioe}.. T'be 

meJlcal Gourse took SlX and a haIt years; agriculture, 

forestry, surveying, and teacher training, four years; and 

veterinary science, a full seven years. In spite of the 

len~th of tne Gourses and the fact that ad.ission vas based 

on a stlff co.petitive Fost-secondary entrance exa.inatioD, 

tha colle~e otfered dirlollas. students vere Dot alloved to 

talte the University of London external exa.ioations. 

Graduates and students ot the Yaba Higher College vere 

dissatisfled vith this situatlon. It vas difficuit for the. , 

to understand why Even vith the possession of London 

~atr1culation certificate or ItS eyuivalent as an entry 

qualification, they should spend severai years in the 

colle~e w1thout €aerginq vith à degree vhile other Nigerians 

would go to Britain or A.erica aad beco.e university 

graduates. 

---------------------------~--------------------------------
1. Beport of the CO •• iSS10n aD Higher Education West lfrica, 

iài!!· 
2. Ikejiani, O., ligerian uaiygr§itig§, p. 133. 

• 
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lu June 1943, the Brl.tlsh governDeot announced tùe 

d CClliIBl.!:>Sl.On whose dut y IIdS "ta report on the 

ot th~ ex~stl.ng centres of 

b l jlllJr ",JUCcitiO[ô lU Brltlsh .. est Afrl.ca and to lIake 

rp~lIIIH~uddtlon.:; l(>~drdl.n.:l tuture UDl.versity dpvelop.ent.ln 

dll.d."l 1wo ~onths latEr, ln A ug u s t 1943, the 

Spcratdry ot 5tate ter thp Calolll.es dl-'f-0.lnh:d yet another 

co 1II1l11.bbl.ùn tl) st u d y Its tenDS of 

rl.'telence wI~re "to consider tne l'rlDclples 

whl.:-n snùuJ..d .pve thE i'romotl.on ut DlybEr educatlon, 

ledI.o1.D-j diid res€circh dnd the development of un1.Versltl.e5 .ln 

the ;; l) 10 Il l ~ .->. cl il ct t 0 ex rIo r e m~ans whereby unl.Versltl.eS and 

IIdy he able 

the loStl.tutl.ODS ot Dl.':lb~r lcarnl.ng lD the 

cal.onl.~.;j in order ta lJlve effect to these {JrIDCl.ples. "2 

commiSSlon~ lias welcomed IIlth 

1} 

yreJt eùtuusiasœ 1.0 ~Est Atr.lCd qenerdlly and .ln Nl.':lerla 1.n 

part lculdr. The Elll.ot COlBlIIissl.on, as the flrst CO •• ~SSlan 

vas cdl1ed, Lad .lts lIl€wber.s ur-dwn frolll Colord.dl Oif.lce and 

dud lncluded thr4?e West Afrlcan 

lIeilbers, one of vholl was Rev. RansolDe-Kuti of 

leader ot the Nlyer-lao Union ot Teachers and the Pr-1.Dcl.pal 

of Ab~oll.uta liralDllar School. The COllmlSS1.0Ll lIet l.0 London 

dDd trdvelleJ eltensivE:lj 1.0 west Africd wher€ they 

1. fi~t-'ort of the Co •• issioD on Higher Education io West Africa. 
(H. M. S. o. London Calld. 6655, 1945) f-. H. 

2. ~e~ort ot the CO •• 1.ssion Ob Higher Educatlon in the colon.les 
(H. (1. s. o. Landen, Cnd, 6647, 1(45), p. 3. 
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recel.ve~ iIlf'lIIocanda tIC. vaI10US colonlal ddlinis~rators and 

re~resentdtl.VeS ct AfL'lcan poll.~ical and educatlonal 'lroups. 

The Elh.ot COll81SS1.0n preseDted tvo refaIts, a la)Oclty 

anJ a.lDaCl.ty t::€tort, bE:caus€ the ae.bers were not ln full 

dgn~~IIPDt on the COIII1SS10Il'S c~co •• eDdat1ons. The la)Orlty 

uniyersl.ty 

tbe Butish West Afican terr.l ~ones : do t 

IbddliLô (:-l.yerid.), at Achillota (Ghana), and at site a ta IIfblCh 

tl ~ y cou l à b e QI a yed l n S 1er caL e one (t a se r ve botb 

and the Gdllbla). Tbere vas to be one aedlcal 

s c h J u l ci n l 0 U p i DS t 1. tut € () f e J u Cd t l 0 n f or the wh ole of West 

Articd, tOf' foc.er- te De located dt Ibadan while the latter 

shoulu lie at Achimota. 

rhe WlnOrl.ty ref-0rt IlIhich vas officlally adopted ~ook. 

lnto consl.dp.r-atlcn the I-0tentl.dl nUlllber of students 1.n West 

Atrlcil, the dVdilc1uillty of qualifled teaching staff and the 

tinanCldl lesources aVdl.lable ln recomllending "tbe I •• ediate 

estjol1.shlllent of ooly one Institutlon of univE:rsity rank., ta 

set::ve tot:! vllOle cf BrItish \lest Afrlca. This should be nalled 

th~ West Afr~cd.n unIversity college dnd sbould he s~tllated 

at lbddau, lhgeria".l Tbe report further recOII.eDded that 

edch ùf the tbree dEF€ndenc1.es should have a territorial 

colle je wnl.ch would devote ltself "to providing courses ta 

the 1. nt er Ile dia tel ev € l, to the training of teachers and 

SOCl.dl welfar-e 

1. Revor t on the COIIIISS ion on Hiyher Ed uca tion in the 
colon ~es, .!.Ju,!!. 

, 
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1 

Th~ reto~t adV~SEa that the West Afr~can University C011ege 1 

1 

1 
1 

to be ~stdbllshed at Ihadan sbould serve the "bole ot West 

Afr1.Cd ~n flelds of .€dic:Lne, ag~lculture, forest.cy, an~.al 

nedlth, e...lueat~on and Eog1neering_ 

Nelols ut tbp appl'cvill ot toP IIlDor1ty rerort sparked off 
1 
1 , 

Br i t 1sh Na t :Lana l ist s, West Africa. cyer 

espe.:u 11y tbOSE fla. Gold Coast (Ghana) fressed for 

Indep~ndeoce arqu~Qg that dnf l1.nd of 

re tcHd.l t .1..1[, ~ D ed uca t lona l develop.ent would lIC 010n9 

eDlooldl.1.s •• 2 '1 beC cIo n 1 d l ü t fic e rel en t E d d n d Sdn ct 1. 0 n e d 

anot.nec eXd.unation ot the lSSU~. 

( 
The second cO •• 1.ssion, the AS'juith CO •• iSS10D 00 H1'.lber 

Educat1.un 1.n thE Colcnies, concEcned 1tself pri.ariIy vith 

the torœ t.ne pcofosed Qn1ye~sities should take and hov they 

shouU OfErdted. The Co •• ission conei uded tbat 

unl.VerSl.t.l€5 te tE esld hllsbed snould be entl.cely 

reSl.Jentl.q.l tlod open tD .en and IoIo.en, and 1n the tradl.tion 

of dr.lt~sn un1.vers.lti~.s, that they should be autono.ous. Tbe 

20 •• lss~on aisu reco •• ended that the ne", uniYers1t1es should 

be Universlty Cclleg~s entE'r into "Special relationship" 

vito the unlversity of London !:;o that tbeu: 3raduates ai':}ht 

receive London èegrees. finally, the Asquith COlnission 

reCDllaended tbe .:stablishllent of a Inter-OniY€I"sity Council 
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foc d~lher education ~n the Colonies. The Couneil lias ta 

aBsi st the ne.. i DStl t ut Ions in the select ion cf staff clnd in 

aIl acadea~c .att€cs pectdiD~ng 

Deceabec 194& a deleqation 

to their 

of 

dEvelefaent. In 
~ 

tbe nevly-~aed 

Inter-Unl,erslty Council, led ty sir wll11aa Ua.ilton Frte 

vtsltt·d "e~t Africa and atter a thorou'lh stad, of tbe 

situ~tl()n, proposed the foundlng of tvo university colleges, 

on~ Ut NL-jerla and toe other in Ghana. 

The 1.1l1tldl Afrlcan r-esponse to the recca.endatlons of 

the COllission vas gratifying t,a colonial 

authorltl.~S. The [JDl.,~rsity of London vas pXEfared to adalt 

soa€' aodLflcatloD ln the currlcula to suit the circuastances ,., 
of tnese up., lnstltutlons. for e~a.ple, ln Bicl09Y courses, 

Afclcan pldnts and ani.als veI:~ to be studied and courses in 

~fc~can Q~story anj ~e09raphy vere to bE introduced. Tbe 

Onu'ersay of LOIJdon subs€'iuently estaUished cl "special 

r-ellt~onship" vlth the coiofiial colleges. Bath standards and 
, 

curr~.;uId vert) ancbored ta tllose of university of London. 

rhe l~nl w~tb the OniYe~sity of London eDsurEd that degrees 

obtdined iro. these ccl1e-jes were egual ta those of British 

un~versitles. thE Ilot vas one of partnership and not .erely 

of patronage. Teacbers in tbe colon~al colleges took part in 

exaaLnlD-j under the guidance of London eJtaainers who yisited 

the col1e~es. 

• 
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rh~ L.p~~tation cf B~itish standards and curricula vas 

ve lco.ed. 1. lm NLgeria, neltber tÀe go,e~naeDt nor tbe 

unL,e~s~ty collEge vished to aake any siqnifLcant ada~tation 

to local needs and conditions tbat would ccapro.ise tbe 

internat~ondl cec09nition vhich the new institutions boped 

to obtaLn. "ie don't vant anothe~ Yaba" anDouDced the 

/IIinlste~ of EducaticA Ln Western Region, Chief s. o. 

Avokofd, ~n datense of tbe standard of the London degree. 

The pr3~r~ •• eH cffered in the colleges .ade DO provision for 

tecboLcal studies. rbe source of tbis folicy vas closely 

connected vith British pcactice. ln Britaim, d bLnary 

stru=ture of bigher Education vas adopted and although it 

vas <l sou~ce cf contlo,ersy, the binar, pattern vas 

( 
reco •• ended Lor Africa. 2 Engineering training vas to take 

place Ln colleges of Arts, Science and TechnologJ vhich vere 

not dccQrded uni,ersity status. 

rùe supreae aerit of the Asquith plan vas that it 

establisoed in the colonial territorLes a qu.lity of highar 

educ~tion vbicb brought the Asyuith colleges ioto the 

internat~ooal faailr of universities. Dntil late in the 

19505 the Asquith report re.ained Britain's "tlue print" for 

the ex port 

1. llli. 
2. Ashby, university: British: IndiaD, lfrican. 
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of ~oiYersities to ber overseas. 1. 

ls indepelldence approached, the ligeriu federal 

goverDaeat invited a coaaissica ta preparE a plan for 

post-secondar, education for the first twenty ,ears of 

independence, 196o-aC. The .e.bership of the Co.aission 

cODsisteJ of an e9ua1 nu.ber of .eabers drava aaialy troa 

Œn~Yers~t~es ~n Sritain, ligeria and the UDited States of 

Aaerica.2 Sir Er ie lshby, the Pr incipal of Queens 

Un~Yersity, served as the cbairaan. At the tiae the 

Co •• ~ssi.)n vas Establisbed(1959), university graduates in 

Niger~a nuabered less than three hundred. 3 The Co •• issloD 

su~~ested that Nigeria needed at least 2,000 graduates if 

ils eurrent higb-leyel aanpover requireaents vere to be 

aet.ij Its report e.Ehasised that student enroillent should 

reaeh 7,500 br 1970.5 Because of the logistical difficulties 

of asse.bl~n~ 7,500 students in a single university, the 

Re~ort reco •• ended lat IEast one university ia each r8gion.-

1 univers~ty vas already being established in Is.kta for the 

Eastern kelion. Tva universitles vere, proposed bl the 

Co •• ~ssion for Lagos and ZcU' la, .ak in9 four iD total. 6 

1. Ashlly, llig· 
2. lW· 
3. làü· 
4. lW· 
5. lill· 
6. lill· 
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~ ~Iilt,§itl çg11egj, laadaa: 'ige,i4'; lirst QAlleraitl 

The Prfe deleqatioD supported tbe Elliot Cca.ission's 

reco.aeudation fer siting tbe Nigerian UDilersity College at 

Ibadan, then Africa's largest city. On lIar 8, 1947, Dr. 

lCennetA lIellanby, a b iOlogist, vas appointed Principal 

desl.'ln:l te of the ulli. lersi ty College. 

rhe As~uith Coa.ission reco •• ended tàat the ordiftance 

of the Dailersity college, Ibadan s.ould pro'ide for 

con.entioual tvc-tieI constitution of an Bnglisb ci,ic 

universl. ty i a Coucil "i th soae acade.lc represeDtatioa, but 

co.posed predoainantly of lay.en; and the lcadtuic 

BOdrd(equi'dlent to tbe Seaate in England), co.posed of all 

professors and a fell teachers beloll professorial raat to 

vhich Jarioqs faculty Boards reported.l 

on Jdnuary 18, 19118, the Uni,ersitr College, Ibadaa vas 

opened. The staff, courses, equipaent aQd librarr of the 

faba 8i9ber College lIere re.oJed froa La90s ta Ibadan and 

vere taken Ofer by the 0 ni. fersit J College. l t aigàt be said 

ia retros~ect, that dUIing the first year of tbe Uni.ersity 

Col1e~e, Ibadan, the wort of the Yaba 8igher College lias in 

fact continu.d, vl.th the idea that those stadeDts who pro.ed 

t.lleaselles capable sllould be 9i feD the 0pl/ortani t.y to read 

for de~ree cour .. s.2 fbe college vas already in session 

betore lIer.aaent ae.bets of statf vere apl'ointed. 

-----------------------------------------------------------
1. ASADy, "'ici' q.i!I'~' p. 23. 
2. rafaDva, 1.8., A HiltarY oL-Biqhe, IdycatiQD '1 li9lL1I, 

p. 284. 
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The tirst fall acada.ic session bagan iD Oc~ober 1948 

vitb a studeAt iDtake of 210 of .laoa 3S •• re pursaiDg 

interaadiate Irt coarses, 5 riaal lrts, 29 Bedieia., 113 

Interaedi4te SciEnce, 8 Pinal Science and 20 vere earolled 

in tbe teacber training Course. The 8edical SCkool vas 

iDcorporated iatc the co~~e9a that year aad froa Octobar 

19~~ both Adeoyo and Jericbo governaeat bospitals eaa. ODder 

its arhinistraticn. tThe pre-cliDical courses ia aediciae, 

boweyar, cOIltinued at Yaba Higher College antil tAle,end of 

Moye.ber 1950.) racaities of Arts, Science and Sedicine 

vere cre4te1 at the oatset as prograaaes in the.e areas had 

been deyeloped at tata Higher college. In 19119, the Faclilty 

of .9riclll~re and Veterinary Science vas established. 

~~ 
'-

In 1961 tbtl DnÏYersity college, Ibadan becaae the 

DDiyersity of Itadan, and vas eapovered ta grant d.graes. la 

a Faderal institution Ibadan vas a prototJFe of rederal 

political structure. Tbe CouDcil aad SeDate often split 

al0A\;I ethOl.c lines aD 8ajor issues affeeting tbe 

iAstitution.1 the tvo doainaat groups iD tbe aaiv~rsitJ 

vere tbe Ibos aDd the forahas. ln exaaple of ethaic riyalrr 

vas the coutroversJ that deyeloped oyer the appoiataeat of 

the first ligerian Vice-Chancellor of the Bniyersit" Dr. 

Dike, aD 100, iD 1965. In a.king this appoiat ••• t, the 

DewI, iadepeadent goyern8eat passed oyar the aoat seaior 

li geriall pcofeascr, Dt. aladei. Ijose, • tOEub.. 'fhis ••• 

tbe 

----------------~-...--... ----------_.-.-_---....... _-------....... -... ~~-
1. l'afa.wa,· iW. 

, 
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be ;linnin-J of a se .En-year teud bet.een loruba and Ibo 

staff.l The si qatico deter iorated to the Elteat. tbat i t 

infected the student body as vell as the lUli.ersit., vorkers. 

The struggle conti.aed unt.il the 1966 polit.ical crisis _.en 
• 

tbe 'ice-Chancellor vas foreed to re5i90; his re.1gbat.ioe 

coapelled br the change of goyern.ent in thE country. The 

lortaern PeopleE Con<jress (a predo.ioan tIr 8aasa/P'w.ani 

part,) dnd the National Couneil of ligeria and Ca.eroons 

(Ibo based) controlled the Federal Goyern.ent untll the 1966 

.ilitary co~p. Cr. Dite vas backed br these parties. The 

oppositioü lctioD Group Party (vith streDgtb in toruhaland) 

backed Dr. Ajose. 1. 

the estab~ish.ent of the Oniwerslty of ligeria vas the 

initiatiye of Dr. Ina.di lzikive vho vas in 1955 the preaier 

of tae Eastern Regl(ui 'and later President of t.he first 

Republic. Proa a reading of lzikive's speeches one i8 left 

in no dOllbt about the purpose of the I1niYersity he fouoded. 

rhe aai.eraity's activities ~ere to be re1ated: 

-to the sceial and econoaic needs and the 

day to da, li te of the people of Il igeria 

••• This calls for él realistic approach 

to tAe probleas of hi<Jher learnillg in oar 

syste. of education. We .ust fraokly ad.it 

tba t Ile caD DO IODqer afford to flood 

ouI, wbite collar jobs 

-----~-------------------------------------------~--------
1. Falua.a, iàij. 
2. AShDy. JaW. 

--_At~l.'._--_U"-"""" .............. -,_...-..... __ ... ~.-'- ... -........ --_ ....... -<4'~ .. 

~ 4';. 
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~t the expense of the basic occupations 

clnd productiye yocation, vhich cao. ~e so 

inte~~igeDtly directed ta create IIealth, 

health tlDd aaong the greatest 
< ,.",-~ 

our peo~ piuticlliacly iD 

the fields of agricultllre, eDginee:riIl9, 

bllsinESS adaiEistration, edllea tion and 

doaestie science. "1. 

ID other speeches, Dr. Azlkiwe .ade it clear that he had in 

.ind tbe .aerican Land Grallt College as a a04e1 for bis 

IIDiyersl.ty rathflI" than the sritish ciyic ulliyecait.y, and 

that be proposed to look ta the Onited states foc belp. This 

aroused tippreheœioD in the colonial goyernaeat and in 

acadeaic cl.ccles.2 

the UniYecSl.ty dcev bea.il} IIpoa the British alld 

l.ecican ulliyersity .ode18, but bas also st:riwen to de.elop 

a rattecn vhich 15 appcapriate ta ligecta. the Ulliyecsity 

eabodl.ed accocdimg te lshby, "the hope of ligacian highec 

educa.tion lies in its diyersity. "3 Courses of st.ady ace 

cela ted ta Uae da}' te da J lite of Nigecia aad foclJS upon tbe 

social and ecoDcaic needs of the natioD. 'he ai. of tÀe 

UDiye:rsl.ty is te proaote general aad pcactical education in 

fields rangiog uo. the hll.anities ta :loucnalia., buiaesa 

adaiDistration and food science. In attelptiDg ta bl.Dd tae 

'laDù ~rant collEge' idea vith the cIassical coacept of 

-----------------------_ ... __ .-.....--- ... _------.. _-~------
1. Bastern House of lsseably Debates (llay 18, 1955). 
2. A.hby, iJù.j., p. 227., 
l. Ashby, illj. 
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uniYersit~es, the Uni yers! ty of Nigeria, Isulla aade 

existence, the Etudent popa la t ion of "sotta had alreadJ 

surp4ssed tbat at Ibadan establisbed tvelye yEars before it. 

Tbe UD~YersitJ Euffered a setback during the c~yil var 

per~od. 1t vas teaporarily closed and at different tiaes 

its pCt!a~ses IIerE takEn oyer for .~litarJ puqoses. 

il bile Ibadan developed a distinctly cos.opolitan 

flayour an1 clcse ties to the British Qn~.ersities in 

currieula, staff and aodes of goyernance, IIsutta bad a 

re':ll..:>na.l. bias ~rofoundly interVOY80 vith an laer~can 

educat~oDal stJlee the uDl.yersities that bay€ been founded 

sinee inJe~~adence baYE SOU9ht conseiously to diverge froa 

either or Doth but toond theaselyes introdacing here and 

tbere, ~ractlces tro. the tvo uniYersitles.l 

TÀe 1954 Federal Constitution aade ~i9.er edQcat~on ln 

ligerid d CODCUIrent 1e9islati1'e aatter. Exercising tbis 

cODst~t.utlonal ught, the re9ional goyern.ents in~tiated 

bold proposals for the estaDlisbaent of uni yersi tie5. BJ 

1962, the East, lortb and Western Fegional lEqislatures had 

estaolished the ~ni'Ersitl.es at Nsulta; Zaria; and Ife, 

respeeti,ely. (The Uni.e~sitJ College, Ibadan, vbich becaae 

the Uaiyersity of Ibadan in 1962 and the Oniyersity of La90s 

vere established iD 1962 as Federal institutions.) 

1. Eiseaon, T., "The Iaplantation of Science in Nigeria and 
Itaaya," Ain"H, 'cl. IVII, No. q, lIinter 1979 • 

.. 
~, 
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InLtLally, the rEgional ani,ersities vere tbe f~Dancial 

res~oGsLbLlity of the reqional goyern.eDts. In 1911, the 

Fedec41 lIilitary Go,ernaent transferred biqher education 

fCIl. the Concurren t Legislati,e List of the Constitution to 

!xclas~Ye Le~islati,e List. This .ade tbe Federal !~~itary 

Go,ecoaeut the cnly authority to establish uni,ersities in 

the country. ThE Govern.ent took this decision ta bal t 

indlscri.lnate proliferation of oni,ersities. The re9ional 

un ue rS1 tl.es (Ah lad u Bello, Beni D, Ife aod Isukta) IIere left 

vitb the OptLoD of reaain.lD';j state lDstitutions if they 

lIislled. Stl.ll the 'edEral Go,ern.ent contribut~d 501 of the 

ca ~l ta 1. costli and 30S of the recuIIent ccsts of these 

uDil'ersltl.es.l Unatle ta obtain suff icient finance troa 

lOCi l '::!oYE>rnaeDts, the an.l ,er sities a t Hsutka and Ben~n 

re~uested t~ be taten o,er by the Federal Governaent in 1973 

dnd./ 1915, resfEctiYE:ly. In ~ugust 1915, the Federal 

"ilit~ry Go,ern.ent unilaterally assu.ed resfonsibility for 

the two other state uni,ersities (lhaadu Bello and Ife). But 

incIeas~n~ federal cont roI oyer bigher edlicatioD did Dot 

sloll the pdce of eIpaQsion. 

Even thougb it bad been e'ident in eacb lationa.l Plan 

Perl.od thclt the available resoarces of t119 natioD coll.ld Dot 

cope vitb .ore university institutioDS, political pressure 

oatveighed financ1al and acadeaic objections to the 

1. Guobadl.a, 1.'1. NUC Lagos, -The Political InyiroDaent 
of Bigher Education co-ordination in ligeria.
Septe.ber 1981. 
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estaùlishllent. of Dew universities. Changes in the poll.t.ical 

structure of thE .çountry led to the i.aediate dellaods for 

nev .lnstl.tutioDS. Thus, the (JDlveJ:sity of Benin, for.erly 

knovn as the "id-West Institute of Technolog1, vas the 

result ot the designation of the Mid-West as Niger.la's 

fourto re<jion in 19&3. Si.ilar de.aods by senD of the eight 

states set up in 1967, led to the establish.ent of seven nev 

UD ivars.ties ln 1975 loca ted at Calabar, Jos, Maldug ur i, 

SOkoto, Ilorin, Fort Harcourt and Kano. And the recant 1980 

Federal Governaent cOlai t.aent to the establ.lEhaent of seven 

{JDl.VerSl.tles of 'Iechnology IIdS pro.pted by the creat1.0n of 

seven ddd.Ltl.onal states ln 1976 vbleh had no Federal 

instltutlvn of Unl.VeLslty raolt. 

The Ash!Jy Bepo[t sU'jgested that eorel.ent in the 

countI:y' S llniversitiEs should be about 1,SeO by 1910, a 

targ~t w hieh the Fe dera l Gaver n.en t re jected as being too 

aodest and l.ncreased to 10,000. This target vas attained 

by 1970 (see Table 1) notvithstandiog 

TABLE 1.1 

tll.gerian Universities - Tot.al Enrollent 1966-1982 

YEU 

19b6/67 

1910/71 

1976/7 7 

1962/83 

TOTAL ENBCUŒHT 

8,888 

14,468 

41,499 

94,375 

SOURCE: National Universities Co •• ission, Lagos. 
~igerian Universities - Total Enrol.ent 1966-1982 
(Feb. 1983) 

I.~ 



, .' 

.. , .. ,0. ~'" <~""~",~JiÇj't.~""";'~"Ii'-"lI>,, ...... \l. .. t!!~ ......... a .... _"" ... ::a<L ... ,r ________ ."" ......... '18 ... ' ....... __ 

29 

the natl.oüdl cr~SlS of 1967-1971 which led tô ,the clo.sinq of 

Nsukka fOl: tbcee years. B1 19B2/83 student enrol.ent had 

risen to 9ij,J75 in the twenty universites vbich have been 

estdbl~sQed. 

Iabdolances in educational development resulted partly 

from the lack of lnteI€st of the colonidl adlinistration ln 

tb.e educdotlon ct Nigerians thus making education the 

resp~ns1L~11ty of the Christalu missionaries. The southern 

pa rts of the country,. had the ear1iest contact vith 

miSSlonarles and re~Fonded more favourably to western 

edU':itlon than toe Plusl1.11 north. Western education vas 

closely ll.nked witb Christlanity. Ethnicity and political 

rlv~lr1.es bave influ€Dced the ~rovision and eKpansion of 

educatlolldl facllities especially university education. 

When N~~erld attdlDeà po1itical independence ln 1960, the 

Un1.venaty C011€ge, Itaàan estab1ished in 19iiS, vas the only. 

lnstitution of higher 1earning. By 1962, four aore 

un~versl.ti~s wec€ created 1.D Lagos, Ife, Hsukka and Zaria. 

Cbdnges.LU the Folitical structure or the ccuntry Ied to 

imlled1.dte de.and for establishment of new uDiversities so 

that today there dre tventy. 

Slnce lndepEndence, expansion of higher educatloD has 

been vlewed as a lia t ter of national and regional prestige, 

vith each state govEIOlent maintaining its OVD university 

with tederal aid until the federation of umiversities in 

1975. Educational expansion i5 both a response to ethnie 

• • 
• 1 

-1 
1 
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UD1.tar-y state by 

COLLectlU'j the IlbalanCEs 10 dccess to educatIon dating troll 

tht: .; .11 on 1..1 1 {-erl.od. The l- OS1 t 1. Ve role whl.ch bl.yher 

P J U Cd t 10 n Il d Y 1- Id Y l (l turtherlDy natlODal developaent lias 

tJrOd lil.) recoyDlzec1 W 1 th the lf-'sult tnat 

WP[to Jld,jl' by thE gOVE:rOlIIent to eradl.cat€ 

pJucdtl.ÙDdl developeent ~D thf' ccuntry. 

consc10US elfor-ts 

the l.bdlances ln 
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STCDElI'IS AND POLITICS IN NIGEliIA 

rh e [t: cl C -= a DU. h€ rot reasons "hy Arricau uD1vers1ty 

student~ ùcI::! ilpoetant 1n the political li f e of tbe1e 

C oun tel 2~. ï 0 te an Ct tQ i'rotess10ila l aod 

OC cu r>d t 100!..) l.n the lIodern S~CtOL 1S aillost ent1eely 

wh"ther an l.on1v1dual pùssesses a un~versity 

U01V€CS1ty students elre, thus, a ft p[esuapti ve 

C 11 t 2 • "1 T b 1 S j 1 ve 5 the Il ire s t l Y t'> a n ri 1 nt l ue fi C e vh~çh they 

li JUll llùt to oLtd1n dt the1e Un~ ve ['si t y 

studeot:. èX~t:C't tu tH': tIEo.:1ted 

by tnuse w1th leE~ or nc educat1on. 

jecvuû, unlverslty students Coust1tute d relat~Yely 

t lUl>ûct1on ut thel.[· 

::;ouut['1.e::, WQ1.ch 15 Ilet ellployer1 hy or cther'1l5e under the 

d II ~ct contrul of the Students yossess a 

cl ct 1.on vOlcb tev etber ~roups vltoln thelr 

Socletl.€S eo)oy. StuQ€ntshl~ 1.S a transltor} state, usuall)' 

ld::;tlU~ ùuly torH? or tour years, tbou':1h FerhaFs eItended br 

seeD d S d bu.et 

aJvaDceaent br .any. It 1S aiso a 

uuourdened ty f lDdDclal, social or t'a 11 t lca l 

r8$~~nS1Dl.l1.t1es. Students have often beEn onlted by a 

1. tlHi.aa, J.D., llLJillcan Dile'Af, p. 37. 
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COIIII.lll ci.i.lendtloD trcm tI:adltl.ODal patterns ct Soclety tro. 

whleh tuey have been separated ty process ot schooll.ng. 

Whlle thl.;; a11enatloD otten dlsappears as th~ student takes 

modern ('conolly, It 

durlnq the studEnt ~erlod. Tbe very sense of dlieuatlon 

serves t.o unlte the student cOII.unlty dod has .l polltJ.clslnq 

etlect. 

TLl1.rJ, 1.0 contlaSt tu .aoy other the 

{-'OpuLit1.011, studf.nts Lave eXt-'erlenced du€ to tbe elpanslon 

o t bl.q.at:![ educatioD d deterloratioD ot thel( pu v 1le'1ed 

P0S!t1JU 10 SOclety. 1h1S ~roduces cl p[ofound seDse of 

t te state troll ., h lC h stlJdents seek 

eotltl~ .. ents. 1 heu ri! ver 51 t Y Nlqer1d as ln 

II03t dt [ 1.edn cOllDtr1€S 15 hlghly stratitied 

tn~ r~dtures 01 colon1cll cast e soc let y III tb tbose of 

trddlt1.0ndl status sy~te.s lLd1geDou5 to Africdn SOC1.etles.l 
,~ 

But r e 1. d t l V \~ t 0 t Il~ lar,jer SOcIety, university statt dnd 

st ud~u ts dre collect1vely. S1nce the 

uniVecs1t1.eS dce .alDly resldential, th~ stodeots enJoy cl 

standard of l.lVlr~ WblCh 15 conS11erably abOYE tbat 01 thelc 

fellow counte y.ell. ~tudeDts live in furn1.sbEd hostl:!ls and 

:ire red d well-tdlancEd dit?t. In cecent years, bo.,eyer, tue 

li'lDJ the students have dete[10rc1ted. 

O~lls 01 res~j€oces 1.D tbe older UD1Yecsities ln N~~er1a 

1. VdD de der':ihe, P., EQwer 4nd ,rlYl.lege l.D 0' Afrl§:éll 
y'!1yersl.tl· 

The 
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have becollo overcl:o"ded by about 1001 ln 

ocigilldl desIgn, for iDstance.l ~oreoYer, op~ortunities for 

i.aejldte entry lnto highly reaunerated positions in the 

SOcIety Odve dlllDlshed as a result of the grea t nu.ber of 

grdd~~tes p,oduc~~ Dy the Unlyerslties. consequently, the 
1 

hl-jb eJ(tJ€ctdtIOr.~ "blCn student status geDerates are 

inCCe.iSlnjlj ditfl.cult to satisf y, e ncouraqlDg an 

OPt-'05ltlooal relatioDshlF to the state, the elfloyer of aost 

fl.u,üly, the studeot po pu ld t i cn pr OY l.des an 

or~aUlsdtlonal tasp ter student folitical and social action. 

5tudent Uul~n3 dod other orgao1.sations which bave been set 

up bi ~JlJCdtlJnal duthorlt~es dnd govel:nlllents are d leetinq 

pL1.;:;e loL- thO!iE Ln t~cested 10 ideological discuss1.ons or 

po 11. t l en 1 a C t l VIt Y • PolitlCS exerClse a stroog attraction 

and .:1 ti0tent pressure aloog students 1[1 tHgeria. Poli tical 

lssues ndve cdused student uprisinys and a91tat10na1 

Cd apdl':JO S. Activtsii by students in the affairs of their 

un.l.Versltle:i, cc; .. unitles dod the nation is Dot ne";.1t 1.S 

as olu .i!:> tne universlties. But the iapact of tbat activls. 

00 pUbllC atfdlrs bas new sigDif~caDce in COUD tries 

unJer~oLD~ rap1d pOl.1tlcal, econoalC and social ckange. 

Student LQvclyeaent in politics takes flace in tvo 

1. F~c ~x.i.ple, in !ore.i Hall of the university of Lagos, 
f31lr fe.ale students are officially al10catEd to a 
roo. des19n~d for t"o stadents. Onder tbese crovded 
conJ.l. t~ons second year students .ho cannat get 
dccllaaollatlon stdy "ith their friends as s~uatters. 
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interreldteJ acenas 

beyond !.ts gates. 

tbe university ca.pus and the world 

For .ost NiqtridD students, the .ain 

areaa 1':>1:" politlCill activity 1.S the latter. Instead of 

tllrDin~ the ca.pus into a political battlegccund br .dIio!} 

deadods dO d eI press iDg tbel r 9 cievd nceJ t~ the univecsi ty 

autnJClt1.eS, Nlyer1dn students usually take their proble.s 

dicect.ly to theu yovernaellts. The elplanation for this 

tenJency 11es 10 tbp tact that the ISSUES over vb1.ch 

students protest an. bE"yond tbe contIol of university 

autll:>Cltl.t:lS. Even ce1atiD<j to acco •• oda t1.on, 

cater1ny fdcllities and other velfare .atters canDot usually 

he solved by tbe unl..€rslty authorltles aione. 

Nl.gerl.dn students have otteu beeo desccibed as rest1.'e. 

Rdcl.~l dÙ~ etbnl.c tenslons, corruptl.on aDJ socidl iDjustice 

dnd .atters of FUv1.le'Je otten acouse stronq e.otl.ons a.onq 

the.. Ducln~ thE CiVIl var and the period of "ilitary cule, 

tber3 vas n\) channel for el:(:ress10n of public disconteDt as 

a result of the ban cn polities betveeD 1971 and 1978. 

Student act~Y~sa focused on l.ssues of national i.portanee 

tlur~n'J lias perlod. 

Pr1.or to iodepEDdence, nove.er, student mnrest VdS 

direeted a Jainst \lD i .ersi ty ail thori ties an d the colonial 

go.ernaeat of ilplication. The tal.lure of the Uni,ers1.ty 

ColleJe 4t I~adan to appoiDt qllalified Nigerians to the 

facl1lty, <lad assigDl.n9 tbose appoioted ta lovEr taçl1lty rank 

P["~.t>tt!d tha studeat frotests in 1957 IIhich eul.inat~d iD 

tbe :::10s1.09 of the Cclle';le • ALI top adainistrati.e posts 
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vec~ field by Dcn-ligerians. In addition, African staff 

ceceived lover salariEs tban EuroFeans. The Principal, Dr. 

~ellanby, Just1fisd this practice argŒiog tha "if ducing 

th1S 101tial subsidisEd period Africans iosist on salaries 

vbicb the couotry cannat support theo thE} ~ill baye ta be 

prep~red ta accept very substantial cuts vhen ligeria 

bec~.as 1ndepeodent."1 Students deaanded tbat lfrican staff 

rec~iYe e(jual fa, for equa l vork. Press releases and 

banJouts daaalJed the f-uhll.c i.age of the ulliyersity, aod 

tb~re ~as d pub11c outery against the celiance 00 Buropean 

protassor3 aod lectorers who vece alleged ta be of low 

acaJ~a1c ~alibrE.2 

In the iodefendeoCE period student conCEIOS sbifted ta 

na t10o<il 1b3ues iocloding tbose vhich a:tfected tbeir general 

velfare. 10 1911, tl:e President of the National Onion of 

Il)eC1an Student~ (iUNS), are Olu. Adegboro, coapiled a List 

. of JC 1evan'èes: the Union objected ta tbe prGFOsed tvo-year 

Nat1~ndl Voutb SEcvic€ for un1gersity students; it vanted aD 

end to the IIdrtillE state of e.er:jency and direct access ta 

the ~illtar1 ~OYErn.ent to a.plain its needs; aDd, the Union 

asÀed for bettEr cateriny facilities in tbe Aa~ls of 

res4dence, bettEr acco •• odation and geDerous 

dlstribuUon of scbolarships. ahen the studeDts ware 

rebuffed, discontent spilled OYer into thE streets. A 

se~ueace ot aYents tolloved in 1911 tbat vas Eepeated in 

1. lSBD1, E., ~. 
2. Uü. 
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1q 7"-15 and in 1918. Studen ts a t 1 badan, zaria and Lagos 

held QP traffic, bloctEd the streets, burned ~overn.ent 

.. 
vehicles and deaanded the res~gnation of public officiaIs. 

An effin of Dr. AOdu, the Vice-Chancellor of Ah.adu Bello, 

vas burned.l tbe protesta ran para llel to videspread 

industrial unrest during a period of inflation and rising 

uneap.loYlent. Squads of police ànd soldiers dispersed theV

, 

student s v i th tEar gas and batoDs and 1IheD f irearas lIere 

usel, one of tbe studEnts, rtr. Kunle ldepeju, lias killed. 

The .;overnaeDt aade 50ae concessioDs but had its lIay 

vith the !lationaI !outh Service Scheae. Si9nificant~y, one 

of the coucessioms .ade br the goyernaent vas a pledge that 

th~ student leaders could haYE direct contact vith the 

gOyeCD ileDt. 1. 

tluch the sa8e coabination of iaaedia te loca 1 grieyaDCeS 

• and national disconteDt resu~ted in the student protest of 

1975. student groups in the universities of Ibadan, Ife, 

Benin and Zarid Elfr~ssed opposition to GEneral Govon's 

cleae intention to cont~nue in office. The students' 

deaands ~ncluded a return to ciyilian ~ule in 1916, the 

crea. tian of additional states, the iD tIoduct: ion of tree 

edQC4tiuD aDd hEaltb eare, full eaploy.ent, publication of 

the saldcy scales of the Araed forces, a decree ag4inst 

cortu,Vtioll alld tlae penalising of cocrupt officers, and the 

-----~--------~~~---------~---------------------------
1. ÀQstiD, D., -DD1Yersities and Aeade.ie Gold Standard 

in .1geria,- •• 'JA If III, Jo. 2, Su.aer 1980, p. 231. 
2. Migaria, Presa lelEase No. 57&, April 28, 1978. 
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rel~c~tion of the rederal Capital.l The studeats' coaplaints 

reyeiled the coum~ry-,ide dissatisfaction vith the ailitary 

gO'ferDaellt and the daily eJ:perience of hardship. General 

Govon disaissed the studèDtS' deaa.ods as -a 11ère silly 

suggestion.".l 

The protests of tbe ai4-1910s vere directed against a 

ailitary re9ille vhich had actaallf turaed to the I.ti.onal 

union of Niqerian s tudents (1I0IS) f roa ti a. to tiae to trr 

and fLnd su~port for its raIe. ~his increased tbe students' 

sense ot their ovn i .portance and led to the lOIS' 

insistence OQ seELBg the Head of State 4urin<j tbe celebrated 

1918 unrest.3 ~be spark vhicb set the uni,ers~ties aligbt 

vas the a anounee.en t of a t vo hundred percent incce.se in 

fees for board aBd 104g1n9 olt a tiae vben tbe Dation vas 

expectin~ ejucation to te entireIy free at aIl leYels. The 

Federal Hil~tarJ Go,ernaent bad indicated that tree 

educ~tion viII scon bE Eztended ta eyery desetYlng citizen.' 

OniYarsal Free prlaary Education had beea introduced.5 

Secondary school fees had been slashed throQ9hout the 

country and tuitiOD bail beeu aade absolutely tree la aIl 

ligerLan uniyersities.6 !hese .easures appeated to suggest 

tbat education 

---~-~~-~-----~---------------------------------------------
1. lfri.scope, 'cl. 5, 10. ", April 1975, p. 18 aDd 

lfrica, 10. 'S, lia} 1915, p. 21. 
2. Itest Aft ica, 10. 31121. April 18, 1983, p. 9)3. 
3. le. lig_ria, lad._., 22 lpr1~ 1978. 
Il. rederal aepublic of 11ger!a, latioul l'oliey of 

IdGcat~on (1917). 
5. lusl-
6. liü. 

-_ .... ,...".,...--.... , .... '--
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vould ult~.dtelJ becoae free. The increase in board and 

ladgin9 fees "as st;en as being c~~trar J t 0 pre 910us 

goy.ru.eut. p'illic y. 

Vl.olence first erupted in Lagos "hem the students 

.arcbed outside the ca.pus and gained the sUFPort of pupils 

troa nearby sEcondaIY schools. 'l'he police vho vere 

stationed on tbe apprcacb coad te the .ain uniyersity ca.pus 

at Ak~ka, s40vered tEar 9as to disperse the students vhile 

the students burled stones, bottles and othEr .issiles at 

the i'ol1.ce.l ls the si t uatl.on beca.e aore 9iole nt and the 

de.onstration attractEd .anJ school cbildreo "he vere lured 

bJ t~. exc~te.ent, sbots vere fired by the police. Students 

and bystanders lere injured and as a resuIt of injuries 

sustained .. one of t.he st uden ts.. Akintullde 0 jo, died.2 

the th~rteen uniyersities vere closed dovn durin~ the 

crisis. ln so.e uniYErsities. Sokoto. I10ria, Port Harcourt 

aad Calabat, tbe unlest vas nipped in tbe bud by tbe 

1181' ersi tJ ciutbori ties "ho closed the uni 'ersi ties 

i •• ediately. lt lh.adu Bello un1gersity .. sil people vere 

reported killed and tventf-three vere iajured vhile t.o 

pollc.aen and aD AI:.y flajor were kidaapped.3 (Tbey vere 

sabse~ueAtly re1.a_d.) 

At tÀe ODi.CE.it! of Ibadan studeDts carryin9 placards 

-.. --_ ... _-------...-.... _~_....--_ ...... --..,----------..... --------
1. lederal aiaiatrf of Iefor.atioD, Lagos, Press aelease 

10. 518, April 28, 1918. 
2. III l'i''''', '.dama, 22-2& April 1978. 
3. lW. 
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cODtl~n~n9 abusiYe slogans staged a relati~ely peaceful 

deaoDstr~tioD ~ithin tbe caapus on April 17. Tvo da ys 

later, stadents deaonstrated in the tovn distributing 

lelflets at tbe StRte Secretariat, Iài Dail! Sketcà Office, 

Sadio jigeri~ and other public places to solicit public 

support. 50ae clashed vith police aDd daaaged gOyerDaent 

yehl.cles. 

At tAe cl~.ax of the crisis at the OniYersity of Benin, 

studeots sub.itted a petition to the Rilitar, Goyernaent. 

They vent a step further in their protest by calling for the 
\ 

dissolution of the sUfre.e 8ilitary coaDcil and the Federal 

Bxecatiye. The ~rotest5 ended vith a geDeral riot in Laqos 

on lpr~l 28, 1978. The students refusEd to discQSS 

increased tees Mi tb the National Uni_ersities Co.aissioD 

(JUC) nor eyan tÀe Chief of Staff. They iDsisted on a 

.eetiog .~th the Read of State, General OluseguD Obasanjo.1 

lollov1.og tae 1978 anrest 1.n li9&ria. a t~ree aan 

coaaissl.on of enguir} vas set qp wbieh identified -aoçietal 

indiscipline" as a contributory factor to tbe disturbances.2 

Uoiyersl.tr authorities lere held accoUA table for tke 

---------------------... ---------~-------_-....- ... _-....--..._---
1. 1.1 .~q.'i." laduna, 22 lpril 1918. 
2. Beports of the.Co.aission of iDquiry OD t~e Ree •• t 

Distarb.nces iD soes aniyersities in lpril 1978. 
Ulo16 ••• ed's Ccaaission of Boguiry). 

1 
1 

f 
J 
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bebav~our of the 5tudeots. The co •• ission critieised the 

( Vice-Chanceliors of lb.adu Bello university and Lagos 

Un~ya~s~ty tor acts of co •• i5sion and oaissioo vbieh led 

inexo~ably to loss of li'es and property,tbereby escdlatiog 

the =rLsLs.l AlsG eriticised in the co •• issian's repoct vas 

the role plaled br indi,idual staff. And the press vas 

hla.el tor sebsatLonal and irresponsible reportiD9_2 

rhe Feleral ~ilitary Gov~rn.ent took actions reflecting 

its a~ree.eot vitb tle 'ievs exp~essed hy the CO •• 1sstoO. 

Thus, tvo VLce-ChancEllors anJ a nu.oer of acade.ic staff 

wer~ celie,ed of theie fosts, the lational Doion of 11geriao 

Stujeots vas baDDed and se'eral student union leaders vere 

expelled tro. thE ani,erslties.3 The only concession to the 

c studeots vas a ~ledge not to lDcrease boarding and lodg1Dg 

tees. 
( 

PClor to th~ lS76 agitation, the liational Uoioo of 

ligeclso Students vas a federation of tbe autane.ous unions 

ln eacn universlty. Aceording to the Students' Onion 

CObst~t~tlon, e'Ery stadeot OD the ca.pus vas auto.atically 

a .e.~er and eontributed a certain a.ouot ta the Oaioo's 

treasary. The 'aticDal Presldent vas the Chief EIecatlwe 

and ser,ed as the chairaan of the Executi,e couDcil vhich 

vas t~e ~olicy .akin~ body. The Execati'e Couneil vas .ade 

up ~f t~e .ational P~Esident, bis lieutenants and tàe 

1. lill. 
2. ÜÜ. 
3. aoàaaaed's Co •• isiQD of Bnquiry 1918, iRiQ. 
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peesl. Jen ts of .Elibec unions. Each un i versi ty nov has a 

student union but affiliation betveeD unions of individual 

institutioos is proscril:led. !le liber s b ip is no longer 

ob1iqatory and any student who des~res caD opt out of 

uniyers~ty uoion vithout prejudice ta his EDtitleaent to 

enJoy uo~verslty facil~ties. 

rbe student unions of each univers~t" tbou'jà not as 

.il1tant dS the bannEd National Union of ligerian Students." 

a ra st1.11 Yoca 1 00 na tiona 1 issues. For eza.ple, the 

st uJeo ts ;>1 the tJo~versl. ty of Lagos de.oost ra ted in Pebruary 

over tbe buroiog of the Nigerian External 

T~leco •• ~~cdtion Dailding. The students called on tbe 

gOYern .eot to 1- ut d sto p ta a t tea pts of cor rapt offl.cials 
( 

vho set 1Lce ta ~ablic buildings ta incinerate records of 

the~r traudulent fractl.ces. In evaluat 109 the outcoaes of 

tbe student dctl.vis. in teras of i.aediate effects, it .i9bt 

be sal.d tbat tbe l.nLlueoce of the students 15 aioi.al, 

thoUg4 .aoJ of tbeir de.aods are endorsed hJ the goyero.ent 

at a later date. '.coq those vhich baYE beEn adopted are 

the creatl.on of an additional seven states in 1976 aDd the 

transter of the Federal capital to Abuja. llso education 

beca.e tree at a li levels througbout the !ederation. 

Tàe beight af tbe studeot QDrest ia ligeria •• s durio9 

the per40d of allitaIJ rule. ID ai.ost ail the laqiopboae 

lfnc<1n states vuch teca.e iadepeDdeDt after 1957, a change 

of ~ovecD.ent occurrEd vhich deyiated fro. parliaaeDtary 

l 
1 
i 
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pra..:tl.ce. In al.ost every case, pollt1cal change has arisen 

fraa the ~ilterveJltion of the military. aiten, the general 

pattern of political change has bean roughly siœiIar. 

Frautz Fanon gave a descr1ptl.On of this pattern vben iD' 

vrltJ..D'l aLaut tbe llewIy independent states of Hrica, he 

sal.d, "Betore independence, the leader generally eabodies 

the ~sp1ratl.Ons of tbe people for indefend€nce, political 

lioerty ând naticnal dignity. But as soon as independence 

is declared, far tram elbody1D'l in concrete terms the needs 

of the i'eoille, the leader viII reveal his inner purpose: to 

becoae the -jeneral president of that cO-fany of profJ.teecs 

Ilpatl.ent for tbeir retarns which cODstitutes the natl.onal 

bouryeol.sie."l Sl1ch leaders have been cetlaced by _111.tary 

tulecs who, vhil~ PCüfEssing d desire ta end corruption, 

haye theaselves becolIIe full lIeabers of the vocacious 

bOllr leoisie. 

The lIi'Jerian military vas a product of the colonial 

illba r.1. tance. A~ sucb it lias oriented lIore tOllacd the 

lalnteoance of interDal security than tovard external 

dafeuse. I.tle 1.1.11tacy' s selt llaye, hOllever, tends to be 

that of i'Lotector dgainst externdl aygressioD, vhich not 

intce~uentl, has caQ~~d it ta cesent be10g called upon ta 

perfora essentially internaI SecUC1ty duties intended ta 

keep pol.1.t~cians ~D fover.2 For the S~I years of Nigeria's 

1. F~DOD., fcantz., 'lhe Dianeg., p. t 34. 
2. Dudley., B.J. "ftilitary Goyernaent and National 

IDtegration iD ligeria" in D.R. Saock, The Search fo{ 
~291~ IQtC~'lti2~iB-!1cica, p. 37. 
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ind~pendeüt govErnment before the civ11ian regime vas 

( overtnrovn, the .il~tary d1d little but help maintain the 

po 11 tlC' 1.dnS 1.n !J0ver. Ii hen, therefore, sections of the ara y 

lntervened ~D January 19&6, the surprise vas not that they 
. 

i n ter ven e ct a t d Il , but that they vaited 50 loog before 

steppinlj 10.1 

A ~artlcular ~robleœ of the m11.ltary at the t.lse vas 

i t set h n 1. c co. p cs 1 tic D • The aajority of the top officers 

had [lSen irom the lover ranks to officers cadre. There 

veLe d teweducated soldiers at the top cadre, but these 

vere IdLgely mad€ up of sen of YOLuba ~nd Ibo orig1.02 vh1le 

the è[I1.l~tE:!J Laoks were ma~nly Hausa. 

( 
5tudeDts vere regarded by the 1I1litary governaent as 

potent1dl eneW1ES ca~dtle at causing lnstab1lity in the 

country ~t fiot reprEEsed. The insecurlty of the lilitary 

leaders VdS helghtened by the knowledge that the students 

are dC"med 1I1th the Elnlls and ambit10DS of the educated 

clas:> vhl.ch views power as legl.timate1y tbeirs. Itilitary 

':l 0 ver U me 11 t s vere espeC1a lly sens! ti ve to students • 

aCCusdtl.OnS of ycvern.entdl corruption because the students, 

as they have not had the opportunity of holding public 

oftice, could b€ vocal and convinc~ng on sucb a sensitive 

issue. 

C~ses of corruptlon bave been established against everJ 

1. Dudley, ibid. 
2. !!H.$!. 1 

l 
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cIt, jUly \Jl l"dJI:L 10 U.( country trom thE' IIIOEt tu the 1east 

1. n ù t f 1 C~. 1 l ,) r [ u tJ t 1 ùn l S 'le L Y L1111[-dDt 1.D th~ 

lt \IdS dS a [esult of the "'ljf'sFr{,d~ CQrruptl.rJL ln 

t h ~ cou Il t l Y III tl l C l. tOf ~tudpnts lroujht ta tht> attentIon of 

t hp lU thP1[ rI·) te!:i t;:i 0 r 1'17') tbat the feJera l. 

~ Jill J' 1 l , \j l t Il t h te' tel 1 t l C l d n " d n j • 1 1 l t d [ Y leaùte'J:j 1f. 

t .1 ' ) -lU t l ~ , lU tEl l p ct ua l cl d S S 

"t. l~ l J _. J:Il ) 1 e n •. ') L:: 1 r t., [ F c- 1;) 50Cl~ty 

vlth t:11S L l cl S S t h [ 0 u 'l h 

V l J l.!! II ....: è • Il d V( t r 1. ~ C t 0 t :u;; <;t Ud.:dJ t S L y 

t h ;- l L j t. Il 1 [1 j..:> t v r 

iIJlleVl!L, 1[e :) t t ;- 1 Il l tb ruth'lessly, dS 

Ji t.{ :,[1Vl1(,,(5 

111 C 1. Ù 1 1 Il 1 t ... · ,l l 1 1 1. '::1t: 0 t j l 1 • ( t -
1. Tllt-:'rf' \/d-..> iIld!:f P'tlff-IiEut dlld 11:-.1I1ssal ot Cù[[Upt 

,J t r 1 Cl L.> 1!'. 1 c. 7 '). 
2. F~ ieldl ;>tec-lulJl1.C 01 />;lJ@11-1, ~f',-1,',' NO. 3b, July 1'l7'l. 
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t J jùVl::u.meut l'l1d vnen 

th 15 t he lI. rtght. Gover-Il.ents, 

aoi C1Yl.Llan, haYe telt neces~ar-y to lllStll 

SE DSE 0 f ~oc1dl r-E'SpODSltllll.ty ln UDlvecslty 

",tu1:?ul3. Dat.l.onal ser-YICe 11115 

IntlJJU';teû 111 d ae d ns ot iJU1pog 5tudPDts of the 

"·'ilt1">1I" ~OSt~[fj by d U(H,els1ty f>1Ucdtlon. 
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L H A FT Eh 1 l 1 

T~E IiA'IlCIAL YOUTti Sr.tiVr~E lUtifS 

A H...ltlJUdl Youth Se1V1Cl:' lor~s ( Pi Y SC) 

f " je [ d 1. .'\ 1. L l t dry Go" f' r Il .e nt decla rel ltS lntentlon to 

( ; t .:1 0 11. ::, u cl i '.) u t t cor i S S c h (' Il e ~ L11 l n j t h f Pldn ~fl()d loI1th 

t II t ~ t d t L U J tl ) f C t 1. V f 0 t i l () V id!. (. cj III () [k orlentatlon t tH 

scnoJl-L"'...lV'I::[S letvE€1J flttt"l'n ...lnd t"eDty-thre~ yedfs ot 

ln !llS brOdGCast tu the odtlcn on tbe tvel1.tb 

ar.OlvelS...lry of N l'1ec ld'~ l.Dl1f:pendencp (1972), Geotrdl YdKUDU 

iùvo[" t.l·.:n tlle lDrilcdted tnat the ':Jovecu.ent 

d voLuntdly youth sennce 

'fne t-roFo~E~ 8€d nt" t a traDscend 

POll.tlC<.&l, socldl, 

t fi ( fusterlny loyalty ta Nat i on." 2. In 

JeC~IIDer ,>1 thdt yed[ ln OlS CODvocat.10n 3ddn:ss dt Ah.adu 

B~,L1.,) UU1Ver5l.ty ln Zdrla, r;ülJeral l,ovon doncunced tbat the 

IfYS,- VOULl ue E ~tdtlllSh€ l ar.d ln feocuary 1973 at La~os 

Unl.Versltj, he dsl(.è 

Unll,erHty Vlce-(.hdllct>llo(s vere Inyi ted Dy t ne 

dnd tbey responded by 

decl.ll,u:j tildt d "or~!tlof on tbe 'use sbould lE beld at tne 

Un 1yerslt 1 of ILddao to dlSCllSS dnd .Üc 

["e~il['J.1n) tae sccpe ot the proposed scnell€. 

1. Sec.) D d H ci t laD al De te lOf ae D t pla n AJ!JJ!, 
p~ • ..::b1-,1 dOJ 31". 

2. .!tU. 

[€co •• endatl.ons 
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Tne Partic1.pan ts 

teLt lot;: UnlYerSltlE~ Wf'ce helny stalje-Iana9"d lnto rabbec 

~ost wEre drawn troll 

lltterent acadeoaic jEF,Htllents of he uDl,ersltiy but also 

lucluueu are ArEoye CyeLola, tbe edltO[ of d l.d.los based 

Pro "allill osobu., a vell kUCWD lawyer. The 

i'dctl.Clr11nts CODc.l.udEd lhdt th~ scheae woald Dot succE::ed. 

ùr. ol-i .. h tne Soclal ~cicnce depactaent dt the Un~YersltJ 

dr'ju~J lhdt wll1.1( t.1e Jcvernllent ot Ni.,1erld bad tbe cl.':Jht to 

.itllc1t::Db ter tht:.' purpose of DatloD uuild~n':1, 

c:oat"'IJ.I.<iOLi udtlccal EErVlce "as EcoDoa~callf uDfroductiye.1. 

He ::i~Ne.:>tt..j, ln~tt:ao, thf:' 1I00nllzallùn of the entu:e .ass 

of tne t 0t>uL.1l1Cn if thE; country VdS ueDt OD rafid ecoDo.ic 

DI. Orc'1E, diso a UDlyerslly [-[ofessoe, .ade 

reter~uce t 0 t b € C cl seo f Eth i 0 pl d V bec e a S 1. il a r y ou t h 

seCV1'::{;; naJ be€n estab11sbei. Tbe ~thl0fiaD experleDce 

sUl.:ceddeJ, be clailled, LEcduse the students .. ece taken into 

cootldeuce Oy thE: 'jO'l€rDlient before tne ~lan "as executed. 

Tne luse schelle, of ilil-licdt1on, hdd alrlddy started off 00 

the wron-j foot. Stud€nts wùlked out ~f the workshop on the 

JrJU1}js ut nen-consultatlon ly bath the Co.aittee of 

Vu;e-,-b.1nC;~llùcs and ty the FE:.,jeral P!illtary GO'lecüaent.J 

,jtuù~nt.:; JE loost Idt ions dgdinst the schEle tao. place 

on tna cdllii-uses cf tbE Ilfll'lerslties 10 Lagos, 

1. ~à .. h lJ:U2 F Eh rua c1 16, 1973 dD d ''1v lige, ilS 
f'ebrud.ry LJ., 1973, !iYf'POSIUl! ON rnsc. 

i. IJUg. 
J. 01111 i*I~§., feb. 16., 1973 ilnd Nev MigeriAB, Kaduna, 

Pebru,uy 23., 1973., Sy.posiua on use. ". 

1 



-
48 

10..i.1,1I1, .'..drla and IfE dur1Dg He Sprin'l . of 1973. StuJeots 

( "t t ne il Dl. ,j,!rs~ t) alItE di sru ~tpd j COD ference on Dat ionai 

edl1c"tlUQ by throviny stonps anJ rotten e99s at the 

dele'latt:!s. Jefldtinq tbe t~res of thelr ,ebicles and oeatlog 

up :t teJ..eY1Slon-ca.era cre" and s.aSb.lD~ tbelr equlpaent. 1. 

At Lo..iJOS Un1versity, d l-ea!=E'>ful Frotest VblCh vas plalllled to 

cO~Dc~d~ W1lo the HEad of states's retarn (cc. a 'lslt to 

t ur Ij(~ J 'loleD t. Durln~ tne a 

coaa!...5:ilJner'.; car vas buent, the 1ates of the un~,arslty 

wece O,Hclcided :tnd, finally, ~ollce stor.ed the ca.pus.2. 

10 ld[l<1, students fl.rst boycottE,j lecturES tben blocked the 

entrauce to the unl'Ers1ty. The police caae to claae the 

Cd.~US. StuJent~ at the UnlVErslty of Ibadan beld a protest 

( 
.ar~b thloU~h the tCVD and a yo.ecn.ent ,ehiclp vas set on 

flr~. They dlse slezed 50.e l-ubli.: and prl,ate ,ehicles 

vn.lcn tnèy uSEd dS transport.J. The students protested 

dla1.n.:it .. bill they tE.It VdS an laposltioll of the scheae on 

the. VltUvUt ~[lOr consultatloL. The student union (NOMS) 

1 
Jovernaellt to cODsidec the aJdition of st uden t 

repce3~nt<1tl,eS to thE central D1.rectorate of the MIse 

sc~e.e and t~ tbE state coaaLttees foraed to ad.in~ster tbe 

prog ca •• e. lbey diso took the pos1tlon that tbe Experience 

sho~ld Coust1tute Fart of tbelr record of service and toat 

lObs lD ,ariolls 

qoaranteed ta paItlCl(ants.4. 

1. Iii ..... "1.49 (Kaduna) rebruar, 27 J 29. 1973. 
2. aü. 
J. lill, febcll<lry 23, 1973. 
4. ru,r lx p,e'li. JUDE 1 S. 1973. 
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rhe veci negatiYe reaction of the st uden ts vas 

exacerb ilted br the tact tbat details of the schelle vere Dot 

knoll D, thereby geDera tiDg vi Id spec ula t ion. Ru.oars 

cic=~liltei that the tera of ser,ieE woald run for tvo Jears, 

that lot wuu1d in,olye roa1 building aDd bea,! a.nual labour 

to wh~cb educatEd Ni9Erians arp not exposed, and that the 

reauDo)call.OD woul.i be roughly one-third of Ilhat tbe studeot 

lIould ext>ect to eaen on gCdduation. Tbe stlldents considered 

the s~be.e tu be a aEdns of aakinq the. scafEqoats tor the 

cOC~uptLùU düÙ il1s of the Federal 8i11tary Gcyern.ent. The 

ieIlOD;:itt'iltJ.ons subs1.dEd when thE goyernaent anDounced that 

Lt b~j fiJt tdKen final decls~o~S 00 v1.tal iesues J.nclud1Dq 

the ['~aun~['dt1.0n of cocps particifants and the duratioD of 

th~J.r postJ.D~S, and .ould consider the yieve expressed br 
( 

the students.l. 

The alationa! Youtb Seryice corps Deccee 10. 2,. vas 

focaally pro.ulqated on ~ay ~2, 1973. The IYSC scbeae had 

as J.ts pria4cf pur poSE the J.DYol,eaent of yooths iD oatiooal 

Ptoyisioo vas aade foc educated elites to 

IJ nder: tcli.t:! co.aula ty de yelopaen t especia Il , in the rural 
, 

aeeas and to ser.e in farts of tbe'country otber tb4n thaie 

stata of or1g1D. 

rb~ BatJ.ODal louth Seryice corps is o[gAnized aloDq 

federal l~Des. The .ational D~rectorate is tbe q01ern~n9 and 

-- -------------------------------------------'-
1. 1il-14~e'i4R, Kaduna, 21 februacJ 1973. 

l 
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pOl1er acilinJ body vbil~ its Di~ector is the chief Executive 

of toe scneae. The esta blishing decree sti pula tes tha t the 

ChairaaD and leabers of the Directorate as vell as the 

Di~ecto~ soould be a~poiüted by the Governaen t. r he 

aeaberslll.p of the Uirec tora te coaprises in addi tion to the 

D1rector, d chairlan; five persons to represent the 

Qni ye rsi t1es in li ger.!a in rota tion (50 tha t no tvo ot thea 

sball coae frol cne university at the saae the); one aetber 

of toe Araed Fc;r-ces ot th~ feJeration: a .e.ber- of the 

Ni~er1ci Pol~ce ForcE; representatives frol the Higerian 

Eaployers' CODsultathe Association; the Cabinet Oftice; 

Fed~ral ain~stry of Education dnd federal ~inistry of 

Lab::>ur-, louth and Siorts; tvo [ep~esentati'es each feoa 

polytechn1cs or Equi,alent institut~ons dnd ad,anced teacher 

trd1D~n~ coll&~eSi and three other persons (at least ODe of 

vhoa should be a voaan). 1 

The Mationai Directorate vas inaugurated iD JUDe 197] 

br Protessor ldebayo ldedeji, "ho vas then the federal 

COaa1SS1.0nec .>t Econolic Developaent dnd R econs trllction, as 

the chctu:-Ian. lieutenant tolonel 1. Ali .as a~p01Dted dS 

the first Directcr. Lt. Colonel ~li, a aedical doctor, vas 

ullt11 tb1S "l'"CiDtUDt, a ae.ber of the lIigerian Ar.y 

fted1cal Cor ps. 2 He also seryed as the Federal Coa.issioner 

of gdllca t10n dut! D9 tbe al li tar, govera.a nt of LiellteJ1ant 

Geaeral 

1. See lppendiz 1. 
2. It vas durlD9 bis tenure of office dS co •• issioner for 

education that t~e celebrated student UDrest of April 
1'l18 took place. 
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Oluse~un Obasanjo. Durinq bis student days at the 

University of Ibadan, be vas secretary-geDeral of lUIS (in 

1957-58). ~e later beca.e the secretary of the Ibadan 

l!Iedical Stl.1deots Union (in 19& 1-62' • Lt. Colonel 11i vas 

succeeded <lS th E D irec tox of the IISC u y Colonel S. fI:. 

O.ojolun (nova Erigadier and the Director of liqerlan lr.y 

E du~a tion Cor pS). ThE current oirector of the Sche.e is 

Colonel P. K. ot<lsa who is also an educa tor aad a senior 

oft1cer Ln the liger1an lr.y Education Corps. "e.bers of the 

Directorate who are Dot fublic officers are a~pointed for a 

per.l.)l ot taree years aDd are el igible for re-appoint.eDt 

for 00 ete r Il 001). 1 

se~tLon 2 3f the establisbing decree set out the 

ca te'lories of yauths who vere to particifa te in the scbe.e. 

Initl.all)', the sche.e vas to eacolpass e,er, ligerian up ta 

tbe :l'Je ot JO yaars "ho obta1oed a first dEljree fro. anJ 

Ni.Jec1an university as fra. the end of the 1911173 acadelic 

yede. Participation in the scheae ls tor CDe year. The 

first a •• end.ent to the Decree allovad the iDclusion of 

grad~ates who are aboIE 30 yaars on a .oluatary basis. In 

197ij. 3.11 arder ot tbe then Head ot the Federa 1 IIi1i tacy 

GoyeCnaeDt extEDded the sche.e ta Migerians wbo obtained 

theic tirst degrEe fro. instit~tioDS oyerseas at the end of 

the 1912/1 J acade. le /year on a yoluntary basis. Tleir 

pa rtl.Cl.pcl tLon bECa.e coapul!:;or=y fro. the eod of 191'/75 

acaJe.ic year. Participation iD the sche.e has a180 

------------------------------------------------------~-
1. Federal. Bepublic 01 ligeria: J'ISC Oecree 10. 2". 

1973. p. 6. Section 3 (1) and (2) and (3,. 
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been eztended tc oclders of tbe Migerian Certificate of 

Educatl.on (ICE), Higller .ationa~ Diploaa (HND) and others 

vitb professional qualitications acquired subsequent to the 

,coap.1.etioD of secondaIJ school. 

TAe Directcrate aaiotains close cODtact vith the 

Iln.l.versities and colleges on tbe nu.ber and idelltit.l.es of 

prospective graduates and issues "calI up" letters to the 

nelll :orps ae.belS in Ray and June. The Directorate posta 

particip<1Dts ta the diffeeent states of the f ederation 

enSl1rl.D~ that tbey are, as aucil as possib~E, not sent ta 

their states ot or i9' iD. HIee ptions are aa de ln reeogni tion 

of aarl.tal status, aedical and coapassionate reasons. 

c 
Indi y id~<1ls who are fort Y yeaes old or oider and iD-Seryice 

officers on salary yrade level 06 and Aboye (senior 

offi:ars) are alEo exeapted. Tbe nuaber of sncb concessions 

18 u8uallt very saall. For exaaple, in 1980/81 .hen 982 

corps ae.bers we ra posted to Ondo State, on l J "6 (5i) vere 

re-~sslyDed to other states foc yarious [easons. Table 3.1 

shovs tbdt .;llaest balf (Cl31) of the participaDts vere 

re-assi~ned to QDdo state because of tbei[ agE. !ost of tne 

reaainder vere urr iEd VO.CD. llthough national data are 

Dot aW.;ll.l.lvle, t be p roportioo of reassigD8e ntE frobably does 

Dot eaceed 101. 1 

1. lIse Anoua1 Report, Codo StatE Secretariat, 1980/81. 
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ReassiguaeDt ot corps Rea~ers ODdo State 

1960/81 

ReasoD for Outvard Redeploy.eDt 

lIarri age 

HEaltb 

Otnors 

Total 

20 

13 

9 
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111 the niDeteeD states of the federaticD haye cl State 

Police, a pr incipa1 Inspectol: of the IIYSC, aDd four other 

t'eraoua re preseDting di Ueren t sector s of the .igeria8 

~ econoaJ. Me.becs of the state Co •• ittee are appointed by 

~e g0gernocs of the state. Tbe Co.a1ssioDeI for Bducation 

of tne stata LS usually the chair.aD of the State co.aittee, 

and tÀe other tour .e.bers are often pr1Dcipals-of secoDdary 

schao1s or busiDESS ezecutiyes. Eacb State co.littee deploys 

cor~s .e.bers vithin the sta te aDd arraDges tbeir 

acco •• odation, bcardiDg and transport. The Chief Iaspector 

suver" Lses the day ta day rUIlDiDg of tbe sta te secretariat 

aDd collects requests fOI IYSC FostiDgS troa tbe pmblic aad 

pri":! te sectors. 8.110ye1"s sand reguests for .a_pover ta 

the state secretariats early in the rear. Tbe state 

dirQctorates a1so otgaDize the orielltation se.iDar and 

pass1ng out parade, and act on co.plaints fro. corps ae.bers 
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and e.ployers. 

Toe MIse OlI9ctorate at the national and state le~els 

started w~tb .eel9re fersonDel obtained troa both the state 

ilDd tederal c~yil SeI9.lCCS. So.e of tbe stelte oftlclals 

vere often vlthdravn v l thout atJe';i Uel te not1ce and 

repl.ace.eDt..l vas reaoyed vith the 

pro.ulgatioD oL tbe NYSC (a.end.ent) Oecree No. 17 of ~a1 

11, 1979, vhicb confers l'the status of dO dpproYed serVlce on 

the scheil~ elod eaI-0vers tbf> nirectcratE to alJpoi nt 

tr il os fer, te ra~na te 

and j~.sc~t'llDe its OVD stalle The sche.e is nOll Pdr.t of the 

Feder~l C1Vll service vithlD the t~ras of the 197q Pensions 

Act. 

( 

Ine ruse Froqrdaae .l.S .alnly tunded ty the Federal 

Governaent, vhlcn fIOYldes salaries and allowances for 

lJart ~cl.paot s. fciCh s tate lovernaent 9iyes an aonuai 

subvent1.on to ccver fart of the costs of partic~pants' 

acco •• odat~on arù trans~oct. the state alEc dssu.es the 

cast ot rUlllunq the on.entation course, the coaallni t y 

de~e.i.opaeo t pro9ra. ae and siailac .teti vi t ies. HOlle~er, 

state Sqb~entlons aaollnt to only about 11' of the aonaal 

eJ:penses of the sche.e. Dorin q the 1916/77 SerY1Ce year, the 

l'edeccll lll.lltliCY GOY€I:naent spent d total cf ."',"58,396' 

(S28.91b,192) to coyer the coste of tne 6,139 pdctic1pants 

thst 1alir. 8f 1918/19 e.paaditares .ore thaD doubled to 

1. lIse oirectorate: lBogal ,epgrt 1976/11. 
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ajij, 1>00, Vb 0 ($16,120,120) because of the lncreast!.Ln the 

DU.ber oi partl.(;.l.paots and the nev rate of aliovances. An 

eXaall.Bati.On of t.be elllJenditures ot the ser.ice in 1979/80 

(Table J.2) re'Eales that .ore tban tbree-fourtbs (8.2~) of 

the t \JoJs are allocatEd for participants' sti~eDds and other 

a 110lla Bces. 

tABLE 1-. 
tjlSC f:.I.pendl.tuces 1919/8C 

l T E/'t 

1. uuIEMTAtlCj SfSSICNS 

2. C 08 li U NI 1: Y 
D fi V ELOPlH!HT 
ACTIVITIES 

l. PASSIIG ùUT 
AlrIV1TY 

14. SU.A~IES A='D 
AL~OIUIiCES 

TorAL 

TOTAL EIPEIDITUBE 

A IIOOIT .. ~ 

2,445,203.2b 11.5 

Ii.8 

328,512.tt5 1.5 

17,458,00."2 

21,24.2,71b.50 100.0 

Ade~udte prc"l.SlCn is .ade for the velfare and safety 

although Ulere are re.,orted 

cases of acc.l.dents and deaths.l Pree .edical care 1s gi .. en 

to e .. ery corps ae.ber aD the sa.e basis as ci .. il serYaots. 

E .. ery ?artic.l.paot i5 paid a local traDspoct allovaace and 

.. 50.0ù (S10ù.OO) to trayel ta the state of depIor.eut and 

the s:aae a.ount at toe end of the serYice fear to tr.yel 

1. /lise Annllal. reports. 

• 



_----... ----... ~~-.--~-----',~'~.~~~II'~ .... litt·-. 
56 

bad. nOlle. (Doctors and phd.aCl.sts are, bow€ver, Dot pal.d 

toe local tcanstort allovance b~cause tbey are faid a basic 

auto,."bl.le dllowance.) The lDon t h l Y st 1. fend for gl"ad uates 

anJ lll)ld~[s ot the Hl<;her tIIatioodl Dl.plo.a (HND) lS &200.00 

(J4JJ. UU) whl.le holdel"s ot the Natl.oDal Cer:tiflcate of 

E1ucit1on (NeE) r€C€lVe "180.00 (iJbO.OO). Graduates ot the 

Advdnced Teacbecs' (c.11ege5 prott'sted agdlost thls lover: 

rat8 Dy boycottiuy the1C classes for one week 10 1911, 

tll.tllvut :;iuccess. The .lI 1 ov cl Il C e pd 1 d tlJ eacb par:tl.ci(.>ant 1S 

dbollt bu~ J1 the narldl aonu..!l salar:y toc a C1Vl1 secvant 

vith cOlltJdrdole 'i u a Il t i ca t l 0 Il s. The Ne E holjers, br 

rdh: dS the graduate and HND 

DllLlecs, were asun'1 for 85~ of their salaq.l There see • 

to oe tll(ù iJr~llcifles lDvolved .ln deter.in1og the Pdy.ent of 

tbe st.ll'eod: flrst, lt l.S Dot to be rei.Jarded as salary but 

as .1 SI!LlSl.steoce allovance to enable pa rt le i paots 11 ve 

faicly C;J.foctatlYi and, secondl)', there shoald be an 

ele.eot ot findDc1al sacrlflce by dll part1ci~ants. 

Tnt:! 14~t. t~D yeals hdY€! w1tnessE.d cl .cHked increase l.0 

tht:! nu_ber vf IiYSC (:drt1clpants dS ShOWD if] Table 3.3(1). 

Abullt t.1I0 tllousand (2,jQ 1) lodl.vlduals )Ol.ned the scheae ln 

By 1991/2 cODscript1on had lDCreas€d .or:e th an 

teDtuLl to lb, tHl. 
~ 

lhe rl.Sf;; I.n tbe nu.bel" cl: pa['tic~paDts 

vas tll~ reslllt ot Sl~nlf.lcaDt chaD~es ln the seo{Je of the 

sche.a. One Illas tbe iDCl USIOV of holders of the AND dO d NeE 

'lDd ;>taer professionally qudl.lf1ed Nigerians \tho grclduated 

1. MeE nolders earn less (liL.07) ul-on ':Iraduation thdD HND 
or y cadua tes (GL. 08) • 

'\...11 ...... 
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at tüe end ot the 1975/76 acadellic year and subsequent 

yedrs. Secon rl, troll July 1,1977, Indl.vidua1s vere no longer 

excused fco. service because of their dge. Thirdly, the 

pxelllpt1.0U of NICJerian stuùents graduating froll overseas 

unl.VeCSl.tles WdS cance11ed ln 1'l75. 

TABLE 1-.1 U) 

NumbH of Part1.Clpants 10 the NYSC, 

1<l13/74 - 1981/H2 

1'j7'J/76 J,504 

1'-) 76/7 7 6, 1 J9 

1977 17 cl 10,904 

1978/79 15, tJ2 

19,337 

198U/81 23, C39 

1 9 li l/H 2 2b,811 

---------------------------
S OURC E : Data Bank, National Youth Service corps 

D lrec tord te H aedqua rters, Lagos. 

fue def-loYlient fdttern of the 1981/82 participants as 

s h a Il Il l. n T d b l e J. 3 ( 2) d e p 1. ct s d f d i r l y e ven de plo y.e nt of 

pdrtlcl~duts to ail states of the federdtioD • 

• 

1 
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t [ 0 t,a rt 10 n, -l r 0 U t 1 j ~ ot tllp 

t'Hli. IJUIILJer ot ~a[tlcli-ants. ThlS 15 dUf> ID i-drl t 0 toe 

t "l ct t Ud t Ld<JCS !:tl.ll dCCO.1l oda te 5 seYeC"a l 

ca~ltill. The otht:'r 

tl " ci V i. .l Y t U ~ J l ct t e d statps, Kano, Oyo dDd Kaduna take aoout 

'-n .)r tnt:' r>dlllClpaots. The l~.dlnlng "2'1 cf partlcl~aDts 

altier tf'D states dccorJ1D-j 

t J t CH II rt>ldllyely t [a fort.l al; 

t cJ l t l ,~ l t ci l, t J ( 2 b , ) d [t ~ ~ n t tut h l l t d s t a t:' y ~ l ope d 5 t a t t' S ù t 

~y" r'dItlCl t "1[lt::, 1'-1t11j"1,- ty Jl~cll-llDe 

-" t :1... " 0 • ) ~ " d r l l C l t-- il D t s 

) 3 " ... 3 

1 1 j J _ 04 

.. JJ J. i 

.. 1:- 1 1. 7 

J. 1 

J. t. 

.) 1 • ') 

AIt, 1 ... -:: 1 1 , j., 7 .. 2. ') 

2t,tdl 10 J. 0 

1 ! t, J. ,- ta 

t n" J. l [ ~ v ... .) j, t r d 1 li l 1. ~ • JI. tlle f-drtlclfdllts lCi 

'i"d il t leat l ~c..;,. ,-,nly t-t 

- ~'''''l{''~ trii .. 1I. 11, c [ )tl~S~ùL. 
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t '] te r> <1.::..i III ,} - C. J t t- <i rd j € " T1..e SerY1Ce ypar nor.dl1y staIt!> ID 

!r.,iuctlOlJ Course. The corps 

fur 11Yt: tû Sll w2ek5 ln the stdte 

t J lOulCL J \::' ~ 1 a yed t l) l t h (> 1 r t- r 1 .a l y dssl<jLaent. 

elEcutlYe ut tbp 

~Cl.!:'.~ lU tOI:' stdt~s, 15 the co-or îlDatol of tnE OrlentatlJD 

lS dSslst@J ty d "ll.ber 

liC. tUE:' t' Ù 11 CE:', the 

lltllfD Tr.11nlDc flJ. 'drlOlJS 

IhstltJtlC(}~. \ r l ~ 1 t d t 1 JO 

.. PL t Il ~.> -ldae!> <inj 

lIve ,.- .. .1tlvcly [".,la' nt.,-l 111E. Tney "ale Ut it b.VU d ••• 

tr.l.:., tbt:y hdY~ c1assi!s for 

1. r ~ ,~ ~ è j J '? r ..:> il lia ll:: ~ 1 t l ZI::' LI l \:" Dt r 1;: 1" dIE d f' r d l "1 '.l9 e C [1." fi t 
"'r'Ull.>.>[\::'J Vùlulddry youtll Jr.,JôDlzdtl")D. Th", crljdDJ.zdtlou 
fi:l!;, IJrdl.l';Lle~ 1 .. al .. the U[!lYf:rsltle'~ ana lr.stltl.lt.lonS)1 
llJ.~flt[ l~.lrLlrl~. 

<.. "l.iL "",JAJLlY"'!' ~ectlùL d., r-" !. 
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o~ll 0(, vallet y ot tOI1CS lnc1ud~og the 

custoas dnd gov~rn.ènt ot the ::;ta tes ta 

Local lanquajes dLe a1so tau~nt ta 

r ,. \:' t' [" l • ,! r '1 d te SIS n a e li t t d Il E' 5 t h è ~ l e d t t: s t pa L t 0 f the 

t, ~Jl~ vu dS.::il,~D.t::uts lèl.eY.111t ta thelr tle11 of study. The 

soue ce of 

• cl Ut' j. t:: L .. 0 11~'" a:, 5 U c h d S te<lCh~n,;, aedlCloe dod leqcl1 eud • 
• 

~ostlnqs show tbat the 

dt ou t 7 Ü 1 ct 3Dnually, see 

1 
\ 
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fil Y SC: 

Actl'llty 80. of Pact~clpants 

Sch.lJl~ lb,127 70.0 

!lea.i.tll 
CeutCt!s 899 j. q 

~l.U~ 3te l.~~ 2,00 ~ 13.1 

P3ed.:itdldl 
Coet-'0C<itlJDS 2,31l 10. J 

Pr l.yate 
SecLH F le as 1,6]') 7.1 

':J,UJ':' 100.00 

S Q U Il '- r. : i)d t d 1:) d n k, N 't !: L 1) 11 e ct 0 e a t € He ad qua rtE 1 s, L il Y os • 

coers aL."tHS are a~slqned to teach _a lO l, l D seconda 1 Y 

"frep Ed uca tl aD 

1 

ln '1(': 11 dS 11'1 t tif> pubhc se:: L ... r vI. t ne 

• L _ (c· or t .la" 7' .:>t the totcSl DuaLler of 

pa l t l. C 1. .... d li t.5 1..J ,', J - Ü 1 • About ni .:>t' lb€; paltlC1ik'Dts vere 

15 tbe 2 - j veeks 

IIbl.CD tbe C~C~5 .e.tErs s~eDd aL the CO •• uolty ~~.elopaeDt 

pro)ticts. Tbe pdrtlCl.~ants coae together t~ thel.c ~ll.aary 

LUlld roads, dCdlns, culYerts, erect 

cl a ES roc as , aartet st.l1.ls and caery ~ut 

lL.UDls4tl.~nS dud health educdtlon CaapaljUs. 
" 

l!l lUI!se C.l •• UllHy dewelopaent ~ctlYl.tles l5 Sf1l-posed ta 

ln.it.l.l tl1t: JljDJ.ty ot lal;our <1nJ .;tJ.50 ùeyeloi ot d Sensf:' of 
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SOClil. relit-Jus1.b1.11ty. 1ne eo.aun1.ty de,elopaent period is 

dlso s~eu ~5 d focua for publ1.e awaCEness of tbe NYSC 

seneae. The proseoce Jf a lacge nu.ber of corps .e.bers 1.D 

~ura4 aredS 15 l.DleodEd ta pco.ote ~reater understandiog of 

~O~y.s ~e.tE~s r.tu~D ta thei~ ?ciaary aS5igD.ant 00 

CJ.~lBtlJu Ji tbE co •• unity d~,elop.ent pcoject. They ret~eD 

to ~5.~ d~dlD 10 ald-July ror tvo weets tor tbe Pas51Dg-Out 

~ctl,itles, ~h1.cb 15 the last Fbase of the 

iESUes d d15Cbd[~e certiticate ta aIl 

pact1.~lpdut3 voo succ~sstully co.plete the 5er'lce feae. The 

cert1tlC.tte 15 ess~ntldl roc a8floyaent. It 15 the dut Y of 

evely p~~~pectl't eai10yec ta deaaDd and otta1.o tco. ao, 

anJ 01 191j11~ O~ dt tue end or any EubsequeDt year 

folloW1D~. d copy of thE d~chdege ceetificate or a cOPf of 

5ny d~e.~t1.on certltlcate 1ssued 1.n dccordaoce Vlth Sectlon 

1~ Ji tue Dec~ee.l. 

1 • lU SC Oecce~, ~. 

• 

/ 
j 
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Pact1.Clpclllts IInose f€ctonlance duciu'j tb€ serVlce rear has 

beell )udqed by the State Co.aittees to be outstdodiog ace 

qlvaa SpeCidl hcoouts. Tocee natlonal and nineteeD state 

HODùl1CS AWdCds dce confecced on deserving pacticipdnts 

ann Il ~l.ly. 

svae pdcticlpaots baYE tbelr SerY1Ce elteoded for 

Vdrl.'>I.JS otien~es raoginq fro. abseDteel.Sa aod aaterolty ta 

disl1ouesty. SeCY1Ce €Itension aa)' canye lIa. eight .Jays to 

SUI .Jnth~. Tdbl~ 3.6 shows thdt the 139 corps aellbecs lO.71 

01. tot:ll 1-'dl"tlclpaotE) bad thell" SeCYleeS eltünded 10 the 

197'J/dll :oie 1 Vlce year. 

NI SC: P.x ten sion ot Ser Vice 1 ':119/80 

No. of Partlclpants 1 

Abseo teel.ill dnd 
oyecst"Y1.o<j ledYE 76 5q.7 

Trclyell.l.°Y Iu.tho ut 
peraissl.oo 1'6 10.0 

"is~ondl1ct 36 2b.O 

filaterolty l~aYe 6 q. J 

Not stated 7 5.0 

139 100.0 

SOURCE: COap1.1Eè fro. IIISl 'DOUdl ReportE. 

Tbe .ost co.aOD cltence vas absenteelsa. About S51 of the 

pact~cl~dnts had thair services lengtbened foc absenteeisa 

and oYerstaY1DIj leaye, IIhile 2bl (36, 2(1) vere punlsned for 

ais:::.>oduct lDCludi 09 of ftmces such as te d ud, insuiord lDa tian 



auo toutt. About 101 (h, lOS) ~eceiwed Extensions for 

trage11~Q~ wlthout pel.iEsion. Tbese data lodicate tàat, br 

and larja, cor~s aaatecs accevt tbe dlScipliDe iaposad OD 

toea by the ::icheae. Tbey naYe r8spODded better thaa aight 

bave bean anticipated iD 1igbt of the ,10leDt student 

protests ot ea~ly 1973. 

rb~ NlSC scbeae io 11~erla vas started in 197] br the 

f~jtirdl all1td~y GOVEcnaeut dS ol aeasure of reconstruction 

cifter the C191l Wolr. Uoi,ersity graduates are depluyed to 

UDô~ctdk~ coaauDlty d~.~lo~aent 10 the rural areas where 

.ost Nl~~rlaus li,e and arc obllged to sel'e for ODe Jear in 

l'cirts or the ccuntry other tbdO tbeir state of oXlgin. 

IUllie 1I05t 01 the Farticl~ants are asslyned to teach ia 

prla~cy dnô 5~conàary schools, etbers paeticipate ia rural 

b ea l t b Cd ces c he ae 5 , legal u1 and in .arious other 

Tb~ scheme 1::; tntended to prcaote natiooal 

UDlty auJ lnteyratloD as well as to redistri~ute high-le.el 

aaupower W Il~çh lS une veIlly di<atr ibute d in the cauotey. 

PartLcl~dtion in co •• unity develop.ent projects briDqs the 

pactlcl~dnts in clos€r contact vith the less priYila~ed 

.eabec~ of sociEty and is supppsed to i09ti1 in thea the 

di~nlty of .aoual latour and a sense of hu.ility. 

Tue nUllber ct participants in the scheae bas i~creased 

more tbdn tenfold sincE its inception ten years ago. This 

increase in the nuaber of participants bas been due to three 

lIaiD factors; the eaFansion of the scape of the schelle to 

1 
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incluJe uolders ct tbE Hiqher Nat~onal Diplc.d and N~yerlaD 

Certiilcdte of tdocatiom; an increase ~D tbe nu.ber and 

enro1.ent ;lf institutiolls of bigber education IIbose 

}raJl1dOtÏS partl.,ipatE in the 9che.e. clnd. 1a8t1r. tbe 

lDcre4SC in tbe nu.bec ot foreigo trdl.Ded Nigerians who 

raturD Do.e ta toitil tbeir seryiee ob1~~ation. 

c 
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CHAPTES l' 

rH~ MATIO.AL tOOTS SEBIICE CORPS: IftPICT 'ID PROBLEftS 

ID tu.! s cbapter, 1 sba Il '-ellaaioe tbe outcoaes of the 

NIS~ ~cbe.e vIth eapbasis 00 the deyelopaent of coa.oo ties 

a_on ~ youtbs, the proaotioo of natioDal 

inte~[""tl.Oh, -iDd the .obill~atlon of hi~h-leyel .. opower. 

Tb~ l_~âct 01 tbe sche.e re8ults troa the elposure to the 

life-~tyle of other ethole groups dDd tbe a88ign.ent of 

p~rtl.Cl.~aDts to tasks WblCh baY~ aeaninq 10 teras of 

[ sh d 11 11so consider soee of the 

prooldas dssocl.ated ~ltn the orqanisatlon aod operation of 

tD~ scheae. ketereDce vlll be aade to tbe .'SC Pour fear 

EVclJ..\1atloL Sur vey of 1~77 , ·Y Interyie~s vitb 82 

p~rtlcl~dClt.:i "DO S~HYEd betveen 1975 and 1982, and to the 

dssessaents ot Nigerian rolitlcal ledd~rs. 

Tae MWSC's ~Cl..dry obJectIve, eDUDcidted 1D Sectioo 1 

(2 ) Jt tbe ~ec[e€ establishiD~ tbe NYSC, 15 tbe 

"enC~\1rd~e.eot and dEYelo~aent of co.aOD ties a.oD9 tbe 

youtus 01 NI~e[ia and the ~[0.ot.100 of natiooal uoit,."1 

Subsect.100 1 (ld) of tbe NYSe Decree iodicates how this goal 

will be aChleyed. It stipulates that tbe yoaths sbould be 

aSSl~DQd to Jobs io states otbEr than the~I OWD state of 

OC1.'1io, so that they 1Iiould 

1. Nf SC Decree Hc. 2", iW. 
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DdVC lU 0~~0ctunltf of knovlny other pd~lS of the country. 

rUld anJ 11..1.D are typl.cal ot carlos aeabers l 

ln te~ .le ved in 1983. Tuca vas bocn ln Lagos iD 195d, the 

pl dee 0 t b.ictb ot he C pa reL ts. She cecElved a11 bec 

ejucdtlon,Klndec~arten, Pe.l..acy, SeconJacy ano UU.l.veesl.ty) 

radius of f.l..~ kllo.etc~s of hec bo.e. 

Allil lias oor-o at lbddau in Oyo Stcite. HIS parents ca.e ieo. 

cl t\JilD, 1klD, too, 

It.ddao. He did not tcayt?l 

ùut~Li~ .JiU Stcitf Ufitll ;,itpc hl.S university educat.lOD vben 

Eigbty pee cent 

(9ÙI.) Ji. .,d~t COI~S .".ber!-o l Ihter.leu,1 bad nevec .ls1.ted 

the!.l states ot defloy.eot pelor to bElng posted tbece. 

l ace conslstel't 1111 th De. Fold yaD ÙJO'S 

H~ fouud that 101 01 tbe 850 

l.Dh:rvu~vi!U ID 1971 haj Dot tJeedous1y 

vislted tue stdt~ tu WhlCh they vere a~slyDed, whlle 1~1 of 

the obb r>altl";ll-ants SeCYIDq lU 1916/77 bad Dot.l 

~dOy ~artlclpants 1 l~t~rYI~Wed telt tbat tne scbe.e 

enauled tbe. ta tetteI appceclatE the etbDl.C fIoble.s faCl.D~ 

tbe c0uutry. BeDJY, a I-actlcl~ant vho seeved 10 cross BIVer 

State, rea~cked tbat "the seheat has videned .y hoclzon in 

tbat lt .dde ae ~~ow that tbe vorld does Dot beqlD and eDd 

in ay 0110 vi.llagE. ilbllf: iD ugoja, l bt:cdae awaee thc1t tbece 

ace ~thee ~aople who hav€ ~ood thl.DgS. Ducinq .y stay, thece 

1. Dc. UJo, F., use lou,-XejU EY41yat,1op a'&:9'\ 1977, V. 104. 
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vas ilt!VI::l[ 3 ddy l dld Dot dcink pd la Wloe tdth soae of the 

l()c~l iJeotJle. When yOD aOYe ou t of yo Il r sta te of or 1'11 n, 

whetbec Yi,}U dt'pr(C1at€ tbat nev enY1ron.ent Ol not, you ace 

bounJ to ledye the pldee w~tb soae posltiVE 1.fcess1ons." 

lb cl S.1.a.U.dr vel.ll. Sola, a partlcipdllt tro. K1IIara State who 

servt.d ln • D<1ab Id Stdte dS dn eng1neer, co •• ented that: 

01 EdCb ctbecs' va y of 11.ves vas the callse 

of our SUs~lclon ot (3ch other. Soae of ay deep sedted 

ha 'le DCIII ~een resolved." 'I be te dre .aD y 

.y l~S€dICh of th~ 5uccess of the sche.e Ln 

atlJll.lu-j 

:.HJCl..Jl luteL.lct1cn 1'::; ., .. cy l.~ortdnt lD the deyelopaeLt 

ot u n1 t y inn lntegrat 10U. The ct t tl tudes of 

U~ltlCl.~~llt~ ti,}VdlJS ~th€r Nl~~rldns are cleaIly dffected br 

<.) t c cn t d ct an') pN cel veJ tr lendlloess ot local 

Aecordlng to 'lO.l, a 

-;orf/ .l::laOE:![ fco. Ogun state wbo secyed 10 Oyo State, 

1S debleved 'by th", schellE. Tbouojh l went to 

cf 1 tcldd Il, the three ye cl C 5 

coat l;ned ta toe But ducl.og 

tOi::l '6i YSC) yedr lIIhicb l sfent at Er Il va, l 

knew .oce about the peoille and the Yoruba 

In the scbool lIIbece 

l dl.d .Y prl..ary lsslgnaeJlt, tb~re vere 

.a. 0 y fro • Ana.bca, 

deoJel, BOlDO, 1.0, l(dduncl clnd Plat.eau 

'1 
1 
1 
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.:>t.ltéS. lIr\de IId oy t [" l.~nOS dno 

elCUdUje letters." 

l10st 1-'d["t1.C~pdnts l utervIevpd (ba, 731) claillled tbey 

we"è dlHe to lIake friends and lIan y (4Q, 6Q~) havJ kept up 

thèse lllEndshq:s. A IId)Orlty (42~) hdve subseluently 

V1S1.tej the1.r t nends wnile pOlie (Jq,) 8J:chaoge regulaI:" 

corre::it'l.JuJence dod iIIdOy (b31) .lUllcated that they are nov 

mULe Illll.l..u,j te LU'e I.n tarts of the country other than 

J .. 0]0, who cdr[it:(i out an eVdluatlon ot the schelle ln 

1 9 77, ~lsu tJund that 'ost COLt'~ felt that the 

!:lynUlcantly ta thPl[ avarent:!.:iS of 

tu-s dllOl1y 'IIlyerlans. TaDIe ~.1 

shows tnat H,. l>f tbe 

WItt.! tat! .:it-.iteh?nt tnat the !:>ci.e.~' he1t-'€o ta strengthen the 

N.lgELldDS. ln reSi'0Dse to d ndated 

Iuest.l.O[} 1.e JdrJ1D,j thp cootI:"lbutlon ùf the scbe.e towards 

acblevlO~ UdtIOD~l uDdecstd[}d~ng düd IntegratIon, 82' a~[eej 

tbat tue ::icoe.e .. a~ pcs~tIVf' llJtlucnce 10 tlllS respect. 
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Att1tudes 10wdrd ~ffectlveness of NYSC Scheae lU 

Pcoœot1ny lom.cn 1ie~ and Natlonal Onderstandin~ 

I1r:SfONSF 

5 t r J Il j 1. Y A '1 r e e 

A J l et 

Ù13 ci j l ee 

Cl n' t ; 1 f 

Incl' t:dse 
Awareness of 

Slmildritl.es 
an d Com Illon T les 

No. 

252 29.9 

410 IHI.6 

126 14.9 

b.b 

100.0 

l ncrease 
Na tional 

Understanding and 
Inte'lrat10n 

No. 

257 JO.5 

') 1 • 7 

74 8.7 

77 9 _ 1 

844 100.0 

NYSC Four-YFcll Sur vey Repurt, Ldgos, lY77. 

7 1 

One objective ot th~ NYSC schcllle 15 to enhanee tLe 

moLlllty ot ~nlvecslty educdted Nlgprlans ty eneouraglng 

"œembelS tu SEck at the end ot tbclr eorps servIce, eareer 

dl1. over the ecuntry " and by ludueing 

Pd[ tl Y t ilI ouyh t helr ~xperl(>nCE' VI th cor ps 

III ell ... el ..i, tJ e&t-1oy mort:' r~ddl1y ~ualifiEd NigerIans 

lrrdcitiE:ctlV~ 0I: thCll ~tdte al ar.l'l.ln."l Hlgh-level manpover 

hd!> I.){. en ~ouccnt[ùted ln the southern and urbdn parts of the 

country due to toe tllghly uoeven patteln of educat.lonal 

dt:vel"t.- lIent • 

dL 

l 

\ 

l 
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1/. ,t ,_ l L ~ 1 i '1 '" l .. l' .. 1 !.., Il...> '-:>" ~.!! a<1.:~ r. t ~ FUIlL 1 , t t 1 • 

t • 1 ~ If l • 1 ut 1 r. ; 1 1 l L<- ) : • t.. .. , 1 J r .. r • , l,- I t.~y w .. 10 

" l( r, ... .1 j' 1 r\ Jo.. l : t 1,...- 1 • , . )[ d J. • )\1 • [ (, a 1-'1 t , • J t d =.., .. l Jl, ....... 

,~. J l t ... 1 ~ ; t ,- '" l L J. .' ( ( J" fi ( l l( t . .. t)(1 " ri 1 C [] 1 l 1 Z -J t 1 J/. n ) ! 

t LI el r _ l V l l. ..," [ v l _ p. _ LIt. CI 1. 1 ) 1 t j 1 -1 t, • , 

.. b<!lt 

11 ,_L11I1LJlt J11 

1 • .) t • 'j 11. 

'\ 

t Il .' .... 1 I. j Il Cl t' d te 1 dt. 

'-at",Jyt:-lS 

.. 
tl11l!->, t 1 l , 

[':'"lJU.1l1Jt dtJ! rCdCIi l[ I.-.1ÙOt.. l .... crult.ellt ID 

t n .' t t.L ~ .' j l cr d J. , ù V l [ n a E nt,.. ri 0 'J 

.) t Il, l 1/ l ,\j "1 t 1. !l 0 l l l ID t 0 r t l li t .... c u r. 0 E l L Le r. l t"' ~ ::: 1 JI. :) " • L 

,LJLtlj iltEL tOl ~11t[111l '-lVll .. ~[(1I;b7 1'17J) ..1nd 

ut tll~ tOLJlt[ 

ut :~ t,j , è.... L U l t h l L 01: sklllL,j 

tJd r t set vIth t.he result 

sn or t d IJ (' S r E' sor t pIt 0 the 

r e Cl U 1. t 11\ e Cl t 0 f lXi-'<.ltll.ates \thllst surillusf>s l.D 

CP l t d 1.11 ot IIIdfl~o"er. Bcsl.les the U IH~ 9' P li 

dlstLl.Dut~on ot h.l<.Jh-level lIlar,pOdeL dllon'j tbe states, there 

15, l.U doditl.OD, 

1. teSU1:U, 'l'.tt., An Introduction to Industrial Relation ln 

N!.je&,id, London: Cxford OniV€rslty Pr(::ss, 1962, p. 145. 
2.. !èJJ!. 

.. 
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7, 1 J ..1 ... j } • .J l J t .... r 1 Ud l l t llc'~ "or" .. 

iIt, ... ) \ .i. 1 1 • Il t-

... • J J' J. ) '..1 li J 

J. ..' J .. :. t t 1 

• 1. t t " 

.. ,
~ . 

" i ' 

7 , 

.> t ".1 1 t- r .1." • .; 

tb:l.cber",) 

Jl .. d~JS.1. 

.. l' ~ • .. . iii' <1 D 00 t l ,- ... <1 -; -.)"" • '" t { Ct ( .1. .1. t d II d l ~ d. L • 

" .J l 1 ~.i L L .... C " U t 1 d t l V II 

l , AL ( H 

• v< 

7 J • 

,1 ... 11,,1 

1 1 1 l _ J.. 1. < y • 11 t J. rI l V te [ !:: l t Y <- l t .1. ( S 

1.:5 ,,'" l j e n t 

iI ... d1.Cal dO j 

tell Ul[)dLi dCeaS 

t j j correctln'1 tr.t- ucbdn-bldsej 

,tll .... .Jt.l.Jd Jt tb~ ccuntcy. Thl.S loS 

• _ Vil '[, <-.: ~ 1 t Y t r,' il l J r il t l 0 fi 0 t 

Il 1. t: Il 0 J t l C l. C, o f t l d:1 ,f L' C tu rU[dl 

01. t 'li:' III l. C. plu b l ~ Il ct dt tcactlfi':1 

hlJlI-lt.:VIc.l wu. f,. 1 n t h t:" rUl--ll dceas lS alsù 

S (> l l J U.-. l •• t il e t ( a ch .1 n '.! lU1.~~sioll. There <ire lIany secondary 

s.;hJù.lJ l.U Lucal dCt:dS thdt UJ not haVE d slugle grdduate 

tea:::IHôl •• ) 

1. N:itl.ùlldl "'dul-0wer Eoard, N~~ecia's lIi<:}h-lev€l !'Ianvower 
1':1td-1':110, l1aupowe[ StudlE:S No. 2, 196~, Table 5. 

2. tLltlOfidl ~du~cW'er Eoard, Survey of I1dnFolle[ Shortages 
dnJ Sùrpluses 19613-1969, p. 20. 

3. 1!?~1. 
4. Ill! Jo l ï.JA.~~, ~ e ptt:! Dl b € r 11, 1 Y 7 1, p • 2 ~ • 
':> • A il U U d l A b s t r a ct 0 t s t a t.l s t ~ cs, Ni 9 er i a , 1 9 6 8 , p. 1 5 8 • 
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1 r f • v i l L ) t 

~ ....... .. l ' ... ) li • l ,ll.' l 1.., t r 1;" Il t l U Cl ) ! ., l ..,. ,,~j L i. 

) t t{j~ t,tite::> VItO tOf' ift'itest ~tl')[t(t~f:: 

':J, Il ..... 1 lit:1[>JVe[. ) ! 1 l t d '-- 1. t h <- j 1. "" t 1: 1. LUt 1. :J 0 

d ( l 1 l [, , t ,; P 'j t U l f:' n t .? Dr ù l .f' [1 t <1 • 

t •• jI.IV,-l~ltll::~ :"'du L • lOllC--stf" t b E • 1 t <0 l, t 

!lure tOcin 

:1J.: v! t Lt:.. ..,tU.l,..,c,t, ( ') ') \ ) 01 te> l t ln 

... L,tJ.'JT .. jli, l li t!l .. 

t Il J Iller. t a<\ Il C)';, or tne ]ra/1u"'te ildlJtOVer 

IfIII" 

• J l v nI y 2" vl tho- ~tu.jeDts vt're dtteGdu.j 

un!. v ~ 1: :::, l t Y 1. l. r. l Vf: r s ! t <i t ~ • d l t 7'1 , ) t t h f" " Y Sel- d r t 1. Cl t>d li t S 

~~sl~o~d to tLlS state. ln 

:; 1) [j t l d j t, ) il l t J. 7'7. J r li Y S(' 1 a l ~ le 1 ~d n t sile r p ~ S 5 l JO ed t 0 t li e 

Tne less d€,eloped states 

I\d 110 d nd NOlth-lli",st (Sokoto and N 1. 'Je r St a t € s) 

VOU1.J "'ùt il:iVe teen a t 1\0: t 0 attract unlverslty -1rd<1 ua tES 

Ilot t or thp NYSC schulle. Thu5, Iloev~n 

IJlIIIJOl.lltf, the ~'fSC bas J u; t r ~ tilt e li Cl l. q L - lev el lia n po" e r t 0 

stdtt!S IIhetp tht'[l' 1S the ':l1.fdt~St IlP€,i tor- y[Jduates. 
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edst - Ce3tral 

SO(l t li - El S t 
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• ~ou - tHI)Hidn~ 

rot a l 

ot Tota ~ 
lJnl.~rslty 

Enrola.,nt 
:J li de [" q l il d Ua tes 

1- '> 

J 

- 3 L · 
I.f 

~ · {, 

t.o · 7 

2 9 · tl 

1 Y 

2 0 

2 S · 7 

J y 

. 7 

1 · 7 

1 0 0 • 0 

't cf 'Iota l N YS": 
1- a L t l C 1. pd 0 t s 

reIloyed tù 
the 5 ta tes 

7 2 

9 ') 

1 · 4 

7 f> 

7 · 7 

7 · ') 

<1 · 7 

7 Y 

j 9 

7 · 4 

b 9 

7 · J 

1 0 0 • 0 

• ~on-Nl.jerldllS dr~ not obliged to se~ve ln the syse scheae. 

Saucce : CO.~lled trCIi data trolll NUC dnd NISe, Lagos 

Some states of ter cOJ:ps lIembers perunent appointaents 

on completioD of tbeir service year. But f e " s ta y on. At 

the end of the 197~/76 service year, i t vas rep6rted tbat 

only tllO noo- indigene corps lIe.bers tock up career 

lppolütlllents 10 ondo state, twelve in Kwara State, one in 
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~ l j ,( ) l .:1 t t, L .t'f ( 1 n ~ 0 [no St cl t *' .:SOtl tver,t, lII!th tbe SOkoto 

r' U LJ Jo. 1... _. te l V 1":@ • lb 15 

th. Jtll t.. 10 1'1~11'1:i2 Se[VIC€ Yt:,l[, ~Olloto Stat€ QLtere1 ta 

s t cl te but on 1 y 

t b t: sc tu-~.e bd s ne E= D 

cn sh..,rt 

Lltner tOdD vn Ion J ter. LJà 5 1 S cl t 11 t t 1 e c <) s t t 0 th e le as t 

lev.".,&, )t-'éd stat~s. 

Ito.st Goet-5 .elllbecs, 1 have noted IL the preYlOUS 

to teach especlally lD the 

~t 
elucatllJUdlly ùojer-s€cved rUlal areas. The scheae lidS been 

beoefl~ldl Insofar as the iw~leœeDtdtio~ of tb e Unl Yeesal 

Pl" LII.if i t1JCatlcd pccgla •• e 1S concerned. The UDlversal 

\p e 1. .. :t r y èdllCdtlCII scbele lJopuldcly k.noliln 
; 

hdunched 1916 throughout the 

a~ "UPE," 

c Dun tey. 

lias 'a 

The 

lœ~ùetdnc~ at thE scheme,lIdS ~1~llCitly stat€d in the ThlCd 

National Develqment PIao, 1 Y 75- 1980; "UPE 1.5 a 

pr-e-reyUl.Slte for eg UallSa. tl.on of cpportunl.tles for 

educatl.on acr05S the country LO dll lts facets."3 In 1973,/ 
( 

beLHe the schellE VdS launched, there lIere nearly 5 1I111ion 

prlillacy pupils in the schools. Three years later (1976), 

thece v~re /:J.J million, an increasc ot bb'.4 ln 1977 

- --- - ---- - ------ ---- - ------,-----------------------------------
1. COllp~led trom MIse Annual Reforts. 
2. !Q~g. 
3. Third National Develofllent Plan: (Lagos GovernlIIent Printers, 

1975), p. l46. 
4. Inforillation fIOI Federal ~inlstr~ of Education, Lagos. 
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P [j [" J 1 .e n t [ 0 se t.J q.~ u 11 i 00 aD d b Y 1 9d 1 lt bad eeacbed 

1 J.t.> ulll.oo.l iDe rat~ ot e.pans~on vas IUCb ~reater tban 

~nV1J~~ed ~dctlcularly ID the educlt~ooal11 tackMacd states. 

In ~,1I10 .ilate, foc exa.fle, enrol.ents Ju.~d f [o. 160. J Il 0 

tJ J41,BOb the tolloV1D4 year.2 Sucb expaDslon 

biS tle\:tD taclutated ly thp as~i ;r .• eot of MIse partl.ClpaDts 

... U8 iuutu cceps bd::; diso lIallt~ dDi ~1l-CrtaDt contribution 

L> lne LeJdl .tlJ S..;III:<u:. EStao11shed lD 1~77. the Le-jal ~ 
Scueaa 1:;; u.ed at prOYl.d1nq . prctessional legal d1.d to l'0or 

N l cjeC.l.dliSi libo Ld nnat aflarJ the cost of secucing the 

seCVl.ces ut lavy~c3 to detend tbe •• AoJ Youth Corps doctocs 

have ~oDtciuutEd ~r~atly ta health Cdre de11very especlally 

1n tna rural ar€dS or thq country. Ihth the .obihzat~on of 

heàlth personnel doctors, phar.<lc~sts. nurses, and 

labJritory tecnDcloylst~ - toe rural areas of tbe count cr 

vitnebsed significant ill{-ravelRent 10 healtb cace 

del.1. very. j 

1. !!!i!1. 
2. !!!1!1. 
3. Tijann.1., A. and iHllialls, D. (ed.), Shehu Sbo;lgs,i 

~I-!!2Aon ~L ~~el12, FranÀ Cass, London, England, 
1981, p. 255. 

• 
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~o •• unLty DeYelo~.ent Pr~yra •• e projects 19dù/81 

------------------------
1~8Cl/81 

No. 1 

-------------------------------------.-----------------------------
ROdd constructloD dDJ 
latlrOYeaents 

'lcnools 

He.lltb Centres 

othee r~bll~ idçil~tles 

l.lb 

53 

125 

----------------------------------
Totdl 042 

-----------------------------------.----------

~ 2 _ 7 

19.6 

8.2 

19.5 

100.0 

Source: Coa~lled froa Jj Ise stdte reports on co •• unity 
JevelOfaent 1980/81 

78 

rbro~~h the CO •• Ufilty Developlent plcjects, corps 

œeaoers dre invclved ln actlvities such as tbe constrqction 

of rùdus, DLldges, drainages, schools, market stalls, health 

anJ .aternLty CEntres. DUIlùy the 1976/71 service year for 

eXdllple, 2HS l r 0) e c t S WE> r t undertakE:!D cy the 5,944 

partiçl~dnts.l B~ad ccnstruction WdS carrLed out in sixteen 

ot thd nLueteen ftates. Closply llnked wltb load projects is 

the construction of br.ld ges and culverts. As sh ovn in Table 

4.3, lore otnan balf (53~) of the actlvities involved road 

constru=tlon. Provision of health services and other public 

facilities accounted for the re.ainder. 

/ 

The tllO main objectives of the co •• unity developllent 

are to instil in corFs .eaberf;i the dignity of lIanoal labour 

------------------------------~--------~----------------
1. :o.piled fro. lyse Anoua! Reports. 

-
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and t~ t!ndede paeticipdnts to theie host co •• unity by 

reqUl.rl.n'j tllell te con tribote to local deYelo~.ent_ Goyeroor 

Cle.eut Isoo:) cf cross IhYer State, eoaaEDtinq on the 

coa.Ul.ty develo{'lent, noted that such actlvities wer-e .ade a 

vital .lSiJect Ji the scbe.e because it vas reahzed that Dot 

dl1 .aeaDelS of the co.aunlty vould derlve direct benefits 

pr-l..ary assiy~.ent ot the corps lIe.bers 

vbt:!red3 they lIould surely benefit frol the roads, oC1.dges 

and IIldCKet .:itaUs IIbich the corps ae.bers uSllally 

he lI! t 1.) con s t l OC t • 

ln 1~7'J ln ci shilae yein, the Kvara state Itilitacy 

A 1.1D.1.~tcdtoe, Cclon€l Sunday lfere, cO.lendEd partiCip)ts 

in the stdte fOl their co •• unity developlent projects. Ahe 

coq, lIe.bers built a postal dgency and a aaternity centee. 

The V1CilfS of the partic~pants l intarview€d concerni1l9 

cOlllllunity Jevelcp.ent act~vitles, vaeied enonously. 

wece very ceitical when asked vbether tbe 

obJect.1.v~ of the cOEmunity Developllent vas achieved. ~ost 

(4b-', t.>ok pCl.de in hdVln9 Il'clde a tangible contribution to 

develuvaeut lU rural ar€as. One particifant who seryed in 

Kward SLite in 1979, noted vith a sense of acbievellent that, 

"~e built cl brl.dge at Abayawo, a vil.lag€ D€ar Ilorin and 

this has brought the people of Abaya liO c.loser to 

Ilorin ••• 1'11 pc~ud of the fact that 1 a. abL: to contribute 

I~ 
to ,the development of.y country." Bllt anotner who served 

in Hivers State during the sa.e- year said: "The objective of 

1. I2.ÜlI Til.2â. Laqos, April 16,~983. 

1 
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not ach ieved by ol1r yraup. 

be~n Let ter u ti lize d if 

experts lIIer~ 'll.Yen thE vork ta b.:tndle." He added that vhat 

he "ll.ked about the coa.unity developaent .. as the social 

int~rdctl.On betllleen the local coaaunity aod corps 

'Iellbers ... 

rh~ ad)Or crl.tl.cisas oi this phase of the scheae are 

centreJ Jn l.!lddEjUate plannl.ng and superYl.sicn, bad tiaJ.og 

and lde" 01 t-ubl.l.Clty. ln soae cases the prell.ainary 

arran':lela~nts are lnadEquate. lIJater1.als lille blacks, ceaeot, 

~rdVel.S dnd tools arE not olten p[ovid~d in ti.e and vhere 

tbese art:! dVdl.lable, the., dr€ otten inade\juat€. 

Unl.versl.ty gradudtes are pereeived dS incuabents of 

el.l.t.~ posl.tions in the socl.ety and aight not uotil the 

estaoll.s.hllent of the !lyse sehe.e, have engagEd iD sueb IIorll. 

as bUl.lj.l.n~ coads and bridyes. Ey and lar~é, the scheae bas 

been .ln ef!ectiH vay of takiDg the educ,ted elites to the 

t'ural ciL.-eaS and lns t i11 i ng in thelll a sense of huai,li t y as 

vell as the notion that privilege earries vitb it iaportant 

social respoDsibJ.ll.ty. 

~illsua! Qitfj.Cul tiEs 

The ruse scbeae i5 plagued vit9 a host of probleas, one 

of these is the aeute shortage of funds to raD the sche.e 

coupled witb the inability to eope vitb the increasing 

nu.ber of foreigu and local graduates beiDg called up for 

service. The lYSe has sinee its inception ten years ago, 
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œd~ut~~n~d d re14tIv@ly statie orgaulsationai structure, 

suca th~t tbe staft allccated to lt are no longer adequate • 
tOL cucrcut dellands. In eaely years ot the sche.e, tbe 

DlCdctOI:dte h~d to 1('1y on th~ dssistance of the State 

yOVtHllaeuts tor ~ostlny st.aft to the state s€Cretarlats. ln 

o[d~[ ta aloi.lze tblS proble., fitteen lDspectors vere 

dpcloluteJ ln 1917. Ihere dIe nlneteen chief lnspectoes and 

tweuty-taul 8statllsh~d vacaneles, and tventy-seyen senIor 

ins~eetols ~ltu thlrty-slx sanctioned.1 Tbe staff shortage 

dt t ne Inspectora te l etel has .ilitated against eftective 

sUtJ~rvision. A cor p ~ ae.ber v ho served in Bende 1 Sta te 

~ur~nj the 1~7d/7~ seIVlce year rp.arked ln tbis connectlon 

that: 

w~ iII~I:e not vislted by the NYSC otficials. 

Tüe J~rE:ctorate Just on tbe 

<!ssess'leu t reforts of OUI; ellployers. l 

tee 1 the state secretariat sbculd at 

vis i t all Institutions vhere 

::orps lIIe.ters d re serving to have a 1I0re 

dcurdte asseSSlltDt of the scbelle. 

Shortd~e of sU~Fcrt staff has aiso been one ct tbe problells 

fac~n~ th~ schele. An exallination of the senior staff 

situat~on n:n,ea 1s tbat there is an acute sboI."tage of 

ad.iaistratLve staff which aakes it difflcult for the scheae 

to cater effect~vely for the needs of the increasing Du.ber 

1. CIl.piled froll sta tistics on the e,tablishaent, IISC 
oicectorate HEddquarters, Lagos. ~ay 1983. 

1" 
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foca. 

lIle.o~cs, Ol to .ake ,-lafis for expanslon ln aoy 

In lne t>re\10U5 chapt~r, the lIa)ùr .}etlvitH~s of the 

scneae weca Jescllbed, na.ely the Orientatlon Course and the 

Prl.~cy A.;"H'1n.eDt. 'JIu' tlurpose uf the üClEntation course 

lS twotol.d: ta lntroduce the cùr(-s ae.nerF to the objectIves 

of the sene.e; dnd, to luculcate st!Lf-lisClp.liot! and 

sel t - r e 11.d 11':: e ttlP pa[tlcI~ants. Par t i C~ pa D t s l 

(801 ) 'le" of the 

Or}. e 11 Li t 1. U D cou r se • Eut all10st tvo-ta.lrds (tl2l) vOl1J.d l.lke 

tbe Orl€utat1.JD cours," to b€ better ocyaulsed and to loclude 

.ùce u.ll.tc1cy tlàlning. Thirteen pec cent (11) feU the 

whala sche.e snould De .ore .ilitary ID nature so tbat the 

co un te f il i 11 Dot n e E d t 0 Il d l D Ll III suc h a lac 9 esta n d 1 n 9 

arai· "To œakc tLe seCV.lce produce .orE and better 

dlSC1.t>lua~d }'\.luths," elle pdltl(.; .. q;.illt suygt:sted, "soae veapoo 

trdlnln~ should be IDcluded so that If the need evec 

the courtry caD lIobl1ise al1 the youths." 

L~cal languages dre taught during the S1X veeks 

OClentatl.Oli trogramme. Knowledge of Qther languages fosters 

geog rcliJhlcd l lIob Hi t Y an d dlso enhances the e f fecti veness of 

part icl. pau t s, es fecially those teachin'::J ln p r 1 ilia cy schools. 

The nocth 1S aore lin9uistically hoaogeneous than the sputh 

in the sense that Hausa has become the linqua ~nca_ It is 

spoken eithe~ aS a first 'or second language. IQ the south 

several l.an9uages are widely spoken; Yoruba in Lagos, Ogun, 

Ondo, Oyo dnd Kwara States; Igbo is spoken in Ana.bra , Imo, 

.fi 
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parts ot ôeulel and 8~vers ~tatcs, and Edo and Efll ~n 

BenJi!J. iUÙ Cross River Stdtes, respectlvely. Hovevec, the 

Id0c)Udle trdlnluç whieh pdrt1elpdClts reCE.lVe 15 bn.ef (six 

!leaks) and IIdny (J3, 4Ù~) telt that it vas 1I1sutf~clent. 

rüe Pr.LIury AsslylllDent aecounts foc the greatest part 

\;)f tlle serV.Lce yt~r:. Partlcipdnts are del-loyEd 'to wock aIl 

OVer tlle ..:ountr:y and in ail seetors ot the acoCloœy. The .alO 

l.ssue lD respect ot tbe pruary Assign.ent 15 the deqree of 

utÜl.Zdtl.ÙU ot the tn .. ninJ and skill:> of partlcipant:s. Of 

ln tbe 

~n ly the t(;.achers Fersonnel are 

routinely dsslgn€d to jobs that re~uire use of the1C skills. 

Anotnac ploblell lS tLe negatiye attitude of 50.e e.ployees 

tovdrds the corps fdrtic.lpants. participants Und 

thellselves ln sltuatlons vnere they are Dot ylven a freehand 

to dCCOllpl~sh the~r assiglll1ents. l''Ir. CId, dn accountant, 

vas i ~ S l J U e d t 0 dll ù f t le € ., h e r e hi ste ill n i 0 J Il a s n eed e d, but 

he te~t thdt he constltuted a thr:eat to the other e.ployees 

beciluse ot h~~ coœpetenee. The situatlon in the oft~ee vas 

50 ba-l thdt he had ta ask foc redeploYllent. Many e.ployees 

do not undecstand th( concept and philosophy of the schellle 

nOL" the expectations of the corps lIellbecs. cocps .e.bers 

are olten called govern.ent labourers, students, ~Darlled 

soldlers dnd 'olopa Jakande' (GovecDor' s police.en). 1 

SpecLll elforts have Dot been made to educate the public 
l, 

about the ob ject ives of the sche.e leading to fre<juent 

/ ---------------------------------------------------------
1. Ldteef JakdDèe is the first civilian governor of 

LaJOS State. Youtb corpers are called 'Jakande police.en' 
because they ace s€rving the state. 

cc, ... 
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the NYSl the 

SÙlJIJÜrt llt th[e~ succeS51Vfê yoY('[nmellt~ SlDce lts l[ICe~tloD. 

l t 0> Ù l \' l H ,1 ut IDllltdly L.uleaoJ tbe pceseDt 

l e l I J 1 ù l l 1. n d Il C 1 alE J[ 1 ye [} c y • As .. recent (11. t orlal I/hlCh 

";lU Iustitution nut lHlly tor toryluq n.dIon.ll unIt y out a1so 

d Ih::dUS -.1 [ lIan pOille r." 

The .it.:Jt€.b dce dtl€ te yet ~~k1.Ued IIldDt-'0I/€r ~hich they I/ould 

not Il..tYt! b~en dble to at trdct. 'Iowev~r, the 'Jnity Party of 

I () a CdS i-d1yn speech 

1.n tb~ l "J 7 CJ ':l e De ra leI ec t l 0 n 5 a 1 li t bat 1 f h p III 0 fi the 

wou Id ~ hdS~ out unIversity yradueltes troa the 

S::;h~le dDJ seconda r y sc hoc l leavers who 

Bilt the VIelll5 of Cillef Bisl 

Ak.dCld,~, the uyo StilU De~uty GoYernor, are more typical of 

He cdlled on the NdtioDal 

Ass~lIo1y to lock loto the law esté'blisbing the schelle and 

elllat!ul 1.t tù dllcw seconddly school ledvt.rs ta serve in the 

schelle. Ile Sdld ther€ vas need to chaoye the structure and 

ory d ni.':; cl t 1. 0 n 0 t t b e S ~ r v i ce t ù e ID ph d s i z e m l.1 i t a r: y t r d 111 i Il 9 _ 

AkauJe absecveù that 1.f secondary school lea'lers vere 

tCdIued ~n the drt of soldiecl.olj, N~':ler ia would no lonyer 

need ta III el i ntdill a lar:g e staD ding a ny dS peof le could be 

~ 

lIobilised at ëfny time to fight an externai aggression 

1. l!,ew N.i,yecign, Kaduna, July 23, 1980. 
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or 1.l1-:U1.Jlùr .. 1 FLeslch.ot Sbehu ShdydLl dt--scrlb{",j th", scheme 

1~ "..>oe JI the lj(eate~t dnd 1I0st beneticidi ach~evellents of 

th .... flJeLdl ';09([ UIII ent." H tI d d de ù t fi d t the sc he III e " 1 san 

I JI t J r t dUt Ven .1. c lE f j ( II Il 1 t 10 Y the pp 0 pl e 0 f the cou II t r y a Il d 

()t tr-:'lIenllOllS d5~lstaIlCf' ln solVlnl} the frotJlelll of lack of 

t r dl Il pli ;nd L t-' 0 W e [ 10 tIJ€ rural clllJ les;:; deveIo(:-ed areas of 

the -:c>untry."2 

1n t roduc1ny mlllt~~y tralDlng lnto the 

scheile l.~ now LH~lùg ~19€n off~cidl considerdtlon. According 

to the OlrcctoI of th(- NYSl, <.olonel F. K. 0 b a sa, "Ill. fi 0 r 

wedt-'.JII trdlnlo<] IIdy tH intloduc€d loto the schelDe. This wlll 

enllCb tbe cor~~ me~terst orlelltdtlOU dct1v1t~es and lIIake 

the .>-:hellle more mealllnyfui and dlsc1plln,e-orl(>nted." J The 

NY5L DLcectordtE 1S cons1rter1ug expdndinq the scheae ln 

otnür loi ays. for e Xd8lp le, 1nst earl of sendinl) agr1culture 

grdJudtes tù teach dS 15 the Cd..ne now, the NYSC LS th1nklng 

ot stdl llIl-J ~ taus where aIJrl.culturaI1sts WIll be 

œed01QJIUlly Je~loyeJ.4 

1. Q.g!lY_:Ï!etch, Apr11 15, 19b3. 
2. t'r9S.l.jeot Shdgar1, Nat.lonal anj State Honours Award 

Cere.ony, Dec. 8, lYS 1. 
3. ~!!a9.~Y.._'Iill~§, Octoter 17, 1982. 
/1 / .. ,.. !!U,g· 
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has eontr i bu h·d ta a lore ~Yen 

dl.jtCl.Outl.on ot taqh-legel laopo,ver lD the ccuntry. It bas 

alsu enhûlleeJ l urdl degelop.ent by laklDq skilled .anpover 

tllrou~h the projects 

J ;, j e r t d k t> U b y l b E p.l [ t 1. C l pd n t!:i <1 n j t h rOll 9 b thE d e plo Y Ile n t 0 f 

ti?a.:;o~[~ dO j doctors. 
p 

foe ;:,chel~'s contritutlon to rele<llatlDg disparl.tl.es lO 

al q1:ddudtEs 15 readll, .isible bllt the 

11 t'i C t JI! i t t l t ud e fi or ndtional lDteqrat1.oll 1 S lore 

,ht! lcult t:> dS~5S. Hovpyer. tbere 15 sOie e.idence tbat 

ildS eontlibuted to teellD~S ot Da t 10nal uoi t J 

cilOO 1 youtns. ThE €lfosor€ to other partE of the couotry, to 

ln~ C\l~tlU*= ud traditions 01 otbee etbnle groups bas briped 

to r>r0lùte betler Ulld€[stanJlD.j. 

rn~ NY5L nas bt:eCl desçcibed .ts one o'f tDE boldest plaos 

ot tn= ull.tacy adli"lstratl.OD tOlilards tbe rEahsatl.OD of 

unll,. 01 the country. 1. IIheo the sche.e vas started, 1. t 

jeneC.lt~J ne~at1ge lEaetloD frol stadent ~[oaFs. Stadents 

vere susrlciollS cf thE PIlilltary ~ogern,leDt's intentions IlDd 

teit tb~ s chele lias puoltl.Ye. To date, the scbe.e bas 

~ene["cited ~IJSltl.e reactl,on 11"01 partlcipaDts. 

1. Ug,!i[.LA IJ.Q~, April 25, 1981. 
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Ine lIatlondl Youth Servl.ce corrs W<tS ~reatt:!d to .... rolote 

d .. oce even Jl.str,1t.utloll of qcadlut€s tbcoogbout the 

c-ountry, [ostec natl.onai lDte~rdtlon and l.nstli bO.lll.ty and 

By and luge 

tbe s..:tleilC .&dS teen succasstul 10 aCllleYl.nq lts Ob)ectl,es 

troll the r~.s~on:iE.s .1t p'\rtlcipdDt<i and lD tbE assessaent of 

1.0 197J as part of t be 

PeJer..l.l lu,llt;lry bùYelDaent's efforts of reCCDstruci:ion and 

re,;ùncllldt. 1. on .Htet tbe c1.Yll VdC. Sl.nCE tbe colonial 

peU.lJ the sout llern ~ar t of the country whicb had earhec 

~ 0 n t a -:: t Il 1. t il ç h Cl. 3 t l/.a n IIlSS1.0niU"les had IOle eKposure to 

western scboollnq thdn the noctb. As d c€sult, tbe southern 

CP~l,JD bdj -l ":lJoùentratlon of educdted elod skllied laopover. 

Th~ ~,J3t-lnJepeDdence Era bdS been cbdcaeterised by ethnie 

riulrl.es anj lutuai dlstrllst IIh1.cb hels lts roots l.n the 

une,en r'dce ùf education,ll and econOlle dEYeloplent under 

!lotlll.tbstand.l.ng tbe establlsbaent of unl.Yersltl.eS ln 

each stale of tllE federatioo, .any of the 1.nhnd states haye 

setl~us shortaljes of skilled .anpovec. 'l'he Rational Youth 

SeCH.ce Coe ps scbEae has cedistributed bigb-leyel aanpowec 

a t least on baS1S dnd ude a protound 

/ 
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cootnoutlan ta the less deyeloped states, especially ln 

SUCQ <iceas as p u.a ry and secondary eduCil t ion and beal tb 

caLe. In add1.tion, it bas encooraged hetter uDderstaltding 

of othee etllnl.c groups a.oD9 participélDts in tbe scbe.e. 

IIIl.-jell.tO QDiv~rsit, stodents, lite tbeir counterparts 

ln -lttler Atr1.can couDtries, constltot:e a prl'ile'Jed class. 

parti ci pa ted lD seyera l protests and 

1eilloustcdtlons ou l.~~ues cangin9 fco. studeot CODcerDS ta 

ndtlonal t'JllCy. Th€lr !-rotests ha,e brougbt tbe. ioto 

contl1ct lIith the qùYerDlleot ctod pro.pted the iDtrodllct:loD 

01 DcitJ.on.il ser,ice lnltially on a ,aluotary basis. A J'ear 

aEter tn~.! secicu5 studelàt ULrest of April 1918, the 

go,~rll.ent jeclj~d ta raake participation of gcadoèltes in the 

N \ t l OIl<i.1. Y 0 u t il S er yI. Cf C or IJs ob 11 9 at 0 ry • 

"'rajuates are deployed ta rllcal dreas ta proYide 

serVlces tor thE' less fri,ileqed ~eq.ents of tbe population. 

1 n l.t 141.1.:t, un Jo. "~[SJ. t y s tuJen t5 opposed "ba t the J perc4iti 'ed 

to be the t>uD1.tiYe futures ot the sche,-e. '[bis stad, as 

lIell 15 Or. O)o's E'aluation Suryey af 1977 baYe shown tbat 

the St!CYl.Ct: UOII receiv€s II1desfre4d àccEptance. 

he, ln pelrt, attritotable ta tht> fact tbat the scheae 

pc oYldes ~ ra d ua t.fs IIlth Job alper ~ence aod e.plo,aent 

opportluntles t i.e when gradua te 

incceas~ n j. 

rbe sery ice bas also been elldorsed bJ .aDJ poli tical 

lectders who perhdps see it Dot only as a .. ay of allelioratiog l 
t 
1 
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st uden t unrest, bu t a Iso as a leans of pac ifying the , 
ai1itar1. The lilitacy bas now been brougbt into close 

re1ationSQLV witt thE educated class tbcoagb their direct 

['esp~nSLDLlity for tbe ad.1nistration of the nsc progra.le. 

The natLonal Directors of the SerYice since iDception bave 

been l.lll.tacy off icecs and tvo of the past four national 

cb,;u,caen ve.re lUit ary offlcers. Although the structure, 

adalDlstrdtlon and stati of the NISC are civiliaD, the 

scbele bas always had a lilitary orientation aDd this lay 

becole lore proDoWl ced vit b t be lnt roduct iOIl of Ifeapons 

Propos41~ te furtber 1111tary tr41n1ng in the sebele 

If i11 lee t toe ap Fr Oy al 0 t both studeots aad (cli ticians and 

this IdJ ba,e a staDili:nng effect on cinliall rule in the 

COUD try. UD1.,e [51 ty gradua tes who pass throuqb tbe schele 

see tht!lsel,es as ci'11ians and DOt: soldiErs. But lore 

biqhlt elucated youths laJ be drawn Lnto tbe lrled Forces 

tbus prolotlnq lore professlonalisa ,,1thio the IIilitary. 

Dlb.atel" tbi! lay lake the lilitary lorE reU.cent to 

inter,en~ in electeJ ci,ilidD goyeroaent. It is perbaps 110 

accident, ia tnat tbe tvo ot.her African couatries .bich baYe 

co.pulsary, para-lilitarJ youtb ser,ices, ta.zani. and 

ia.bia, ba,e the lODgest traditioD of stable cL~iliaD 

qoyecnaent. 

"-



APPENDIX 1 

NA nONAl YOUTH SERVICE CORPS (AMENDMENT) 
(No. 2) DECREE 1979 

Decree No. 42 

[8th May 1979J 

niE FEDERAL MILIT AR Y GOVERNMENT hereby decrees 
ur, :-

1.-(1) The National Youth Service Corps Dccree 1973 (as 
amended by the National Youth Service Corps (Amendment) 
Decrce 1979tb hereby amended as faIlows :-

(a) in subsecâon (2) of section 2 thereof for the words "Ja
nuary 1977", there ,hall be lubstituted the words "lu July 
1977" ; 

(b) for subsections (2) and (3) of se~tion 3 thercof, thcrc sball 
be substituted the following new subsecaons-

90 
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1979 No. 42 National Youtb Service COrpl (Amendment) (No. 2) 

"(2) The Direttora.te shall comprise the CollO'Wlftl mem· 
ben, tbac u-

(a) a Osainnan i 
(b) Bvc pasons to :oep:-esent the univenitics in Nlgeria in 

rotation, 50 however that' no two of tllem shall come !rOm one 
univcnity at the same time ; 

(e) one member of the armed forecs of Nigeria 
(d) one'member of the Nigeria Police Force; 
(e) a representative of the Nigerian Employen' Consul-

tative Association ; 
(f) the Director appointed un.clcr section S of this Decree; 
Cg) one representative of the Cabinet Office ; 
(Ii) one representative of the Federal Miniauy of 

Educaàon i 
(i) one representative of the Federal Ministry of Labour. 

Youdl and Sports ; 
ij) two representatives eacll of the following, th" ia to 

lIy-
(i) polytechnics or eqwvalent institutions, 
(il) aclvanced teacher training colle,. ; and 

(k) duce other persona, at leut one of whom .hall he a 
WOm&n. 

/ (3) The Otairman and members of the Directoratc shall he f appoineed br Head of the Federal Militall Govemment. 

91 / 
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1919 No 42 NatIonal Youtb Smice Corps (Amendmenti (No. 2) 

(4) A member of the Dircctoratc who i.s not il public offlcer 
shall ho!d office for a ccrm of cllree ycan !rom the date oC his ap
poincrnent and .hall be eligi.bl~ for re-appoinunent for one further 
tcrm only. ft • 

"2. This Decree may be dtcd as the National Youth Service 
Corps (Amendment) (No. 2} Decree 1979 and shall be deemed to 
have come into force on 8d. May 1979. 

MADE at Lagos th~3rd day of August 1979. 
1 

GENERAL O. OBASAN]O. 
Head of the Federal Military Go ... encmerat, 
Commdlldcr-in-Chief of ,I.e Arm"d FOr'CI!J, 

Federal Rep/Cblic ofNigeri4 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(TItis note does nol fonn pdTt of tl.e above Decree 
bit Ï$ Îl1tcfldeJ to expiai .. ilS purposc) 

The Decree funher amends the National Y ou th Service Corps 
Dcc:rec 1973 ta malte it clear that the rcmoval of thc ace rc'luire
ment ror compulsory service in the YOUt!. Corps wu effective 
&om lstJuly 1977 andnoejanuary 1971. 

.- --q •• , PI'li4 

« (~ • 
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APPENDIX II 
0' 

QUES tionna ire Resul ts (Su •• ar y) 

Bespondents • Char4cterist:ics Ho. l, 

1 • AGE 

20-29 years 56 68.3 
30-39 years 23 28.0 
UYec ''0 years 3 3.1 

ëï 100.0 

2. sax 

/tale 55 b7.0 
Fe.ale 21 33.0 

82 100.0 

3. SrATE OF ORIGIll 

Anaabra " 4.9 
Beadel 1 8.S 
Cross lu,yer J 3.7 

l lao 3 3.7 
Klfaca 8 9.8 
Lagos 5 6.1 
0'lU8 21 2S.6 
Dado lS 18.l 
Oro ." 17.0 
Piateau 1 1.2 
Biyers • 1.2 

82 100.0 

CI • SI'ATI 0' DIPLOralll'! 

•••• ora 5 6.1 
Beadel 6 7.3 
BorDO 3 3.7 
C~O.8 &iy.r 6 7.l 
lao .. 1 1.2 
ladlUla 1 1.2 
KallO 1 1.2 

' ... ra 5 6.1 
Lagos 24 29.3 
11ge r 1 1.2 
0840 5 6.1 
Jro 8 9.8 
Plat.eau .. Il.9 
ii_eJ:8 7 e,.,S 
Sokot.o S 6 .. ~ 

-82 100.0 

... 
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5. FIELD OF TBlliING 

Teacbers . 
Doctors 
lccoQntants 
EDgineers 
LavIers 
others (Arts & Science graduates) 

6. PI8LD OP DEPLOïftZIT 

TeacA.1.I1g 
Heaith CentreE 
ftin~st[ ies 
l==ouDtaDcJ (inc~ uding Banks) 
Pn, Ycl te Secton (F it., 
Parastatal CetporatioDS 

7. old JOU Yislt your state of 
deploy.eDt prior to assig.aeDts tbere? 

fBS 
1110 ' 

8. DQllts the Itse tlro.ote DàtioDal 
illtegratioa? 

tBS 
MO 

9. Has eaperieace 
cootributed te better koo.ledge/ 
uDderstaDdiag of the yrobleas of 
rllral deyeloFII8Dt 1 

Ils 
la 
Cl.'" SA! 

27 
9 
1 
6 
8 

25 

-

33.0 
10.9 
8.5 
1.3 
9.8 

30.5 

82 100.0 

" .. 
9 

13 
10 

1 
5 

-

53.1 
10.9 
15.9 
12.2 

1.2 
6.1 

82 100.0 

16 
66 

-82 

75 
7 

20 
80 

100 

91.5 
8.5 

ëi t06.0 

11 
8 
l 

i2 

86.5 
9.8 
3.1 

100.0 
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10. HdS' experi~":le developed, .ore 

(-
'II.L

w iJosl.ti'e att tlldès "tovards 
other ethnie grouFs? 

..r VERY PUSITI YE 55 b 7.1 

fAIBLI POSI'! 1 VB 19 23. 1 
fIIO Dlf'FERBNCE 8 9.8 

-E2 .100.0 
~ 

11. ~as your trauing ut ili'Zed? 

yes 15 91.5 
HO 7 8.5 

8i 100.0 

12. Dl.d yOl1 aake friends 1l1r,ioq 
tne ser'lce ,ear? 

... lES bO 1 J. 0 J 

110 22 l7.0 

~ 82 100.0 

13. Ha,e you •• .l.1lt. ai.DE d contact tIIi tb 

(~ 
frl.ends sincE coa,letioD of 
3ttr.l.Ce? (tet to \;.. 12 abo.e) 

n5ITS 25 "2.0 
cOaiBSPOMDEICE 2' 39.0 
110 COIT1CT 11 19.0 

60 ( 100.0 

1,.. Ol.J you consider tbe laDqu'J e 
trainiDIj recei.ed duriD9 the 
.:>rientation feriod usefal duriD9 
the sel. vice year? 

USEFUL 52 bO 
Ul5UPPICIEI1 JO .. 0 

-82 100 

1S. lias the organisation of tbe 
3rientatioD courSE adeqaate? 

aDEQUAT! 31 l8 
56001.D BE BSCJlGIIISED ~ 

51 62 

- 100 82 
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16. ~ere the objEcti'ES of the 
'::O •• Wl ity de yelofaea t proCjraa.e 
~clU.eYed? 

tES 39 "8 
PAiTllLLt 28 ]ij 

NJ 15 18 

- -82 100 

11. Ace y:>D DOW lore vi lliDq to .,ork· 
Ln i statti other tban your state 
ot or1.~in? 

l'tORE: IHLLIJG 67 82 
.: JolIl' T 5 U 15 18 

- 100 82 

lti. SnoulJ the ~ lSC s~be le be coot ioaed 1 .. 
Y E.:i 111 92.7 
lIIù 
r NDIPr filENt b 7.3 

82 100.0 

( 
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