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The labourer has a right to his maintenance. 

" 

The !ights of nien are ln fl sort of middic 
incapable of definition, but not iPlpossibl{tR' 
be discemed. 

r -
" , Edmund Burke. 
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.. ~ If a man Îs rich, gifts will be made to him, 'and his riches will. 
abound; if lie is poor, even"the little he has will be tallen from: 
him. 

'\ ., 

. 
The workmeo des ire to get !ls much, the 

, masters. to give as liUle as pQssible. The 
former are disposed to combine in order to 
raise, the latter in order to lower, the wages of 
iabour. ' 

• 

. , Adam Smith . 

Matt~ew xii,12. 
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"'-Abstract 
.' 

~ TIns thesiJ is ~bout the re~ationship betwe~n dass ~nd, ethnic'ity within ft cultural 
process 01 ~lass formation in Canada. It adopts some methodologieâl nnd. 
epistemologieal iJtSights from the interpretive sciences t<;> explnin the class solldnr~ty -
;un~st the Winnipeg strikers in 1919, despite their ethnie, and ideological 
cleava}es. So this thesis has import for three issues. lirst, it projects nn alternative 
exp~anation fqr' the Winnipeg generat strike. Second, it 'addresses the bronder 
concern . for the formation of Canadian class poUties. Third, it· makes sOllle 
theoreticat remarks about Canadian social inquiry. -, These three raeets are nu. 
interrehited sinee, • following the logie of the interpreti,e sciences, theory nnd 
practiee are alway.s mutuaIty engaged . 
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Cett~ thèse con'cerne ie lien yntre la classe et l'ethp1cité dans lè ;rlltexte' culturel de 
.la formation de classe au, Canada. Elle adopte les sdences he~~uneutiques pour 
expliquer la solidarité parmi les grèvistes à Winnipeg en 19W, malgré leurs 

_ differences-ethniques 'et ide~logiques. Cette thèse ,s'attarde, donc, \~ur trois thèmes 
considerés interdependantes selon l'optique des sèiences hermewiel,ltiques sur la 
relation étroite entre la theorié et la pratique. Premièrement, cette, thèse offre une 
explicatioin alternative pour !a grève générale à' Winnipeg. Q~èment, elle' 
s'interesse plus gépéraleptent .au question de la formation de la poHtique ~de 'c1ass au 
Canada. T~oisièment, elle ajoute qùelques remarques th~oriques concernant 
l'enquête social au Canada . 
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Ac'knowledge~enls ' 
. . 

. Mo~t everything 1 h~ve' le~ed h~r~, at MeGill, has; be~~ in soÂle so;t' 'of ':. . . 
dialogue with'" other ~~dents, in ~l~inars and'libraries, in,coffee hou ses anct-living " '~ 
rooms. It was. here that thé long holirs of reading aild writing came nltve. ' .. 

, Conversation flashed; ideas thickened, the air; it was exciting, if you can imagin' .. 
that. S6, indeed, 1 am much in debt to my friend~ and peers, especially those , ' 
particularly clo~e to me, for "friènrllines.s ïs considered to be justice il} the fullest 
sense. It is not only a necessav thing ~ut a splendid one, ~ and indeed, ~friend~hip. 18 
base<J. on community." (EtIllcs pp. 259, 273). University-lif~ is a process whçre .. ' 
individuâls grow and. bond with others, who shared similar experiences. T4èse 
bonds last. 1 especially WaIlt ,to thank Laura McFadgen for reading this thesis )'iJh a 
careful eye, and Darius Rejali for his helpful assistance untangling this most 
ungenerous computing system herè~at tvicGill: 

r 
I~appreciate the help of my thesis supervisor very much. He gave me èxtensive 

liberty to explore 'my oYin ideas, then provide~~e counsel and criticis'm. Indeed, 
he was ,lways there when 1 needeçl 'him. ThaI\JLr.0u professor Taylor for your 

. patience,' . .. " , J 

, . 
~ ~ ~ 

The flaws in 1his thesis are mine, mais ils "sont de tfaits de' caratère qui 
ajoutent à la vérité de la peinfur~," (Molière) 
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Introduction: The Interpretive'Sciences and the S~dy of 

cCl,ass and Ethnicity ln Canada 
1 '\ 

Heave! It was hot imd the trolley car was heary. Men, crushed upon one 

, .anoth~r, sweating, straining, s~ill co~ld~'t push the street car off its track. But it 

was disconneçted from the overhead wire, so, at least, it ,wouldll't move. 'Kill the 
• < 

, dirty scabs," she screamed. Those hard words formed !lecks. of spittle on her lips.l 
. • 9 '0 ' 

"Scab!" ~ord fell amongst the broken glass ali~rol1nd Hugh Chambers; one 
, . 

,word from a hundred lips, shards of hate, scattered about the ruilled trolley car's 

interior, He was scared; he had to leave the.car, sometime. Feet slll8shed throllgh 
, ' 

the door, hands dragged' him'into the street, fists thrashed his neck flud brcast.2 He 

was fortunate, though, beca~se someone notic;ci'his G.W.V.A.3 badge. So S0l110 

striking veterans 'Pushed a big man aside so ~hat this sc;b could'go frc~.4 
'If 

, Hooves clattered toward thè trolley. Astride their horses, the mounticli and 

yellow hats5 trotted briskly along Main Street wh,ich was thickencd. with 

demonstrators. Pressed ,against human !lesh, tlie horses slowed to a straincd walk. , , 

'" Horses have powerful muscles, so the crowd, sea-like, curled around the beasts. 

The mounties swuog their clubs and got through. The strikers picked up stones. 
• - _,II 

shards of brick, ~d bottles, because, s~on, the the ",-ouoties would come back. 

. ," 
A deep sense of calm slipped ioto the moment. Ao'one who has had a fist 

~ , ri 

fight in the.school yard recognizes it. H's somewh.ere between the anxiolls squeeze 

in ~ne's stomach and the flash of violent conflict. - Time slows as concentration 

thickens. Here is the time to wonder why 1 ~.here. This is Winnipeg in 1919 an4i;, 

everyone is on strike for trade union rights, They iailed trade union leaders, and 
, 

oow, the army waots _ to prevent veterans from assembling into peaceful 

demollstrations. Theo there' was that trolley car, rolling proudly down the street, 

... . 
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cliçkity-clack, sorne S1Jnbol of the strike's DOW -Iost cause. :Ibe reasoDs 'for the 
• 0 

strike evaporate with this' calm reflective moment, and then, condense into droplets 

of jumbled, passionate impulses. The mounties refQrmed ranks down the street. 

They're coming. 

The street swirled in flying debris, running men and long-skirted wom~n. The , 
confused horses were lucky sinee they had bridle bits in their mouths and firm 

pressure from khaki c1ad knees to tell them where to go. Constable Bell c~ught a 
01 

brick just above the ear; the crowd turned to a confused colourful image: it was 

warm and beautifu1.6 Over here, a 'mountie turned. Mike 'Sokolowski JoSt~pped 

" squarely towar(1 him, dObaek his arm loaded with a brick; "he was'a real fahatic -

fifteen f~et in front of a Mountie .... ,,7 With ·ealmness or panic, 1 suppose no one 

knows, the mountie shonhe bohunk straight through the breast, who then eollapsed 

u;on his already folding legs~ The d/ath-like twist their "silent parade,,8 took on . " 
hecame the crowd's common knowledge. A young woman knelt before the 

oncoming mbunties and begged them to stop.9 

Everyone ran somewhere. With wooden wheel spokes and bats in hand, the . 
ext~-specialsl0 formed their ranks at each end of main street, around city hall, and 

Iater, sorne regular-army troops appeared, in trucks, with mounted Lewis guns)l , 
~ 

With a deliberate pace, the specials marched toward thè rioters; Nght sticks f1ashed 

and the erowd broke. InspeetQr MeDonald reached for the mm then broke his 
... 

baton over that head. With a roguish bravado, he blustered that he missed that 
\ 

baton sinee he used it in the last riot, back in 1910.12 Still in the erowd-thiek froth 

of running fcet, the mounties fired at f1ashing legs. Bullets spat upon the pavement, 

wined through the !iule spaces 6etween people, and disappeared somewhere far-off. 

Drunk-Iike, Hugh Johnson staggered; this bullet f1icked his head.13 Someone else 

Cell at the curb, awkwardly askew the sidewalk and street.l4 Again the mounties' 
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reeled 'round~ "twirling their reeking tubes high in the air in orthodox Deadwood , ,\ 

Dick "style. ,,15 It was scarY' 
o -

Mik~ an~i& !riend he.v",! Ihemselves over a fenee. H~re. ·I~~. ft b.ek-.I:~Y. 
hand-to-hand battle' ~agèd"against Speeials.16 The mounties h~d ~~ill street but tbnl,' 

was aU. Bath men, however. knew if they were caught th nt was it, becau8c" 

, everyone knew~the mounties and army didn't like aliens.l?~. Down the next alley, 

\ - --

over another fenee; and into a stable. Safety. No; the Sp~cials found thcm therc, 

huddled in ~ corner. For thern Bloody Saturday18 entled in a shed.19 ,-... 
-~-

* * * 

James Winning20' caUed it anotlier Peterloo.21 The Winnipeg Gencral Strikc. 
. , 

-t"ollapsed beneatlÙhe weight of Bloody Saturday, il1 a violent huff. For trade union 
l . 

leaders, these violent methods were epmpletely unjustified sinee the strikc wa~out 
o 

collective bar.gaining and, a living wage: trade union rights. Against ' thi~ 

Interpretation the Federal governhtent and the CitÎzens' Cornmittec of 100022 argued 
~ ~ , 

o 
that the violence of Bloody Saturday was indeed necessary: Boishevik rev~lution 

, ! 
threatened Winnipeg. What ever the strike was, it was clearly class con~ict: c1ass 

social phenomenon. 
o 

The general $trike was a benchlJ1ark in Canadian labour history. Ils ~ze, ill! 

intensity, its confluence of eOiltradictory social forces, indeed, pr~et a standard by 
" 

, , 
whictl Canadiân 'elass conflict, generally, may be measùred. In a community of 

175:000 people, almost 35 thousand wo.rkers stmck to .support a sm ail group of 

'-- . 23 • skilled machine, operators, w~o tried to gain trade union rights. Sinee so many 

stmck for so few, since sa m?ny issues eonverged, within one strike, no one Jactor 
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explains c1early this working c1ass solidarity. Indeed, political worldviews and ethnie 

'diCferenc~s bitterly divided both SOcialiS~ trade union movements. Against the 

grain of these diCferences, the strikers n\ertheless found sorne common ground 

upon which to stand. • 

Sorne account~ of the strike attempt to explain its cause. Professor Bercuson's 
• 

authoritative explanation is a case in point. His argument goes like this: a web of 

economic Corces - such as inflation and depressed wages, fears of post-war 

depression and unemploymentmixed with a twenty year tradition of bitter industrial 

relations disputes between trade unions, and Contr~ct shop employers. These 

caused the general strike. The rest, namely, radical socialist leadership, and w~I1 

organized ethnie communities, did not reflect the real socio-economic forces 

déclenchée. Wages, not socialism, motivated workers to strike. So the strike's 

significancc, like ils cause, shaped industrial relations in Canada, so that, students 

ought to study the wongoing struggle for economic power" as a means to understand 

ail of labour history. 24 

This interpretation is flawed. It does not adequately expla.in why the entire 

trade union movement of roughly 12,000, as weil as 25,000 nontnion workers, 

would support a sm ail group of highly skilled tradesmen who wantcd a union shop 

and wage increases. It do es not eX'plain why east European immigrants, mostly . ~ 

unskilled labour, would support Anglo-Saxon trade unionists. The English workers , -
were better off economically, and indeed, intensely disliked a1iens. Most of ail, this 

interpretation lacks a satisfactory explanation for the sense of c1ass solidarity, that~ 

--whlch bonded the strikers ~ogether. 

This thesis is about the relationship bctwcen c1ass and ethnicity within 1 
process of class formation in Canada. Class formatim, here, Jollowingu Et. 
Thompson, means a cultural process within which human beings acquire cÎass 
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consciousness, through a common experience of conflict, withi.n a'cnpltnlist system. ' 

. It is a cultural process because wot;'kers already hnd traditions, social practices. and 

institutions, from which, new patterns of social protest projected nlternativç mcnns , 
. ::; 

to protect a cortlmon c/ass interest.25 This menns thnt the collcctive uction of . . 
~ 

'. workers is based upon a shared sense of eommunity most everyone, within it, cun 

recognize. Sinee Canada is an immigrant nation, one is less eonvinced that shured 
( 

class values trump ethnie differenees. Thus, c1ass does not nceessarily cxplain 
" 

collective action. Indeed, if c1ass formation is a cultural process, then cthnÏl' 

... differences may retard the development of a Canadian class Illovemcnl. Most of the 

literature upon Canadian class politics takes this view so that the weakiless of 

Canadian socialism, laek of working c1ass eonseiousness, and so forth, urc 
t 

attributed to the country's ethnie diversity. This may be so, but èlcarly, c1uss 

CQnsciousness amongst ethnie groups also explains certain class solidurity in 

political, and indUs trial confliet from which woikers chose be/weell alternative class 

soëial praetiees and institutions to build upon. 

Here, the general p\lrpose of this thesis and the Winnipeg general strike cross. 

Sinc~ the broad flow of historieal forces pass through partieular moments, both set 

the determinate identity of the community. So the general strike dcfincd what thcsc 

ethnie groups had in eommon jn a c1ass-way, from ,wIiich cla~s community solidarity 

was possible, and this, despite dramatic politieal, and ethnie cIcavages. Those 

commonalities, and those differences, beeome reference points from which 

Canadian class poUties will make sense. From these fragments of class solidarity at 

Wmnipeg, perhaps, we shaH find the other end of the piece of string, sorne 

determinate shape to Canadian c1ass eonsciousness. 

An interpretive analysis, which focuses upon the cultural context of humari 
, 

action, will be used, below, to explain the strikers' c1ass 8olidarity. Instead of 
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asking what caused the strike, we shaH query what range of alternatives were 

projected into the conflict, what they meant, and for whom. This is not to say that 

meaning and causal social explanation are incompatiQle. It is just that causai 

explanations make no sense without meaning and contelxt. It is' the community's .... 

understanding of social practices, institutions, and general manner of conceiving the 

nature of one/s social order that makes sense of a cause, and assigns it a meaning. 
, cr 

So, an interpretive analysis relatès the meaning of social phenomenon tb the soCial o' 

o 

'-.~---eentcxt, from which causation can then be better understood. , 

Interpretive ariéUysis is comm~nly associated with the stUdY) ~f culture. Mafor 

CaJladian Labour historians such as Bryan Palmer (a Marxist), and David Berc\lson 
~ 

(a Pluralist)26, use culture, in sorne way, t~2:Cpl~working c1ass behaviour. Thus, 

in part, this author will attempt to illustrate the differences and tqe commonalities 

bctween the two in or~er to justify an alternative method. This! th~sis will differ 
'. r / ... 

) , 
insofar as lite epistemological, and methodologi7al issues that inhere to social 

• 1 

t:i inquiry will be addrcssed. 'Fhe hermeneutic philosophy, of H.G. Gadamer and 

1 • 

Charles Taylor, among others, which puts into question the relationship between the 

individual and the illtersubjective bel~ values, and social practices of the 

community, mark this alternative perspective. These authors set culture within the 

hcrmelleutical context for which historical phenomenon is analyzed in order to 

understand its meaning. This means that social inquiry is similar to textual ex-egesis. 

Epistemology and methodology, then, come together sin ce theory and practice are 

founded within the hgman Iife-world - the text. Indeed, theory anp practice imbue 
c 

the way the trade unionist ,and the ,radical politieal aetivist, English or Ukrainian, 

.' aet. So herm.e~eutieal science in class and ethnie studies is warranted. This strong 

claim means hermeneutical studies must be both theoretical, and empirical. 
, \ . 

Recently, the eultUl;e approach to Labour historiography surfaced in the swell 
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of methodological ~ebate amongst historians. A small gro\1p of Marxlst socinl 

. . 
historians aggressively applied cultural rumlysis to Canadinn class relntionships. , . 
Though their definition of culture is confused, it is still denr th nt method directs 

-'if -

their wor,k. Culture is both an interpretive dev-4fe, and a renl social.torce. As an 
~ .. t 1:. 

interpretive device, culture defines subjective an~ objective working class fentures 80 

that ,individual impressions, toward the social o~der, cross qUnJ)tièiçd sociological 
p 

indices such as income, housing, and membership in class-like ins\itulÏons. Culture, . - r ~ 
. then, describes a real social force whic,h, claimed E.P. Thompson, interne\&" \Vith 

. ~ 

'not-culture' .27 Here, the Marxist )Social histo~ians becamc conccptunlly confused 

since, ultimately, 'n9t-culture' als~origi';at\;; ffom a materia;ist base, Illenning the , 

evolution of economic foraes. So it is never really clenr what these histpriaris wan\ 
... 

tq, explain, class consciousness, or its causal import. A brief citation, hcre, 
Cl 

illustrates the muddle: 

Culture' is not, therefore. the last iiistance of analysis, but part' oC on 
interpretive framework that builds upon recognition of the limitations 
imposed upon experience by economic ~pnstraints, placeJ) the movement oC _ 

• self-affirmation of the class within the conteltt of particulnr stages of 
development and levels of conflict and struggle, ond, finally attempts to 
bridge the gulf betwe"en culture and' the forcés that ore both a port of it \lnd 

... work upon it.28 

Whatever it is, culture is clearly being forced, with a crowbar and much acadcmic 
. f 

sweat, into an economic model. 

.. 
David Bercuson argues the Marx.ist historians developed a concept Mnt 

categorizes, but does not explain, historie al phenomenon. After ail, ,the object of 

historièill analysis, for Bercuson, is to threàd together manifold causes, and cffcCls 

t; present ~ explanation of an hîstorieal event.29 Bercuson recognizes the fact that 
.. 

authors sucb as Palmer try to demonstrate the existence of a working clas8 culture 

50 that somç causal explanation could be, afterward, deduced. Yet he remains' 

skeptical for two teasoôs: that Palmer' s definition of culture can not incorporate 
4, 1 

ethnie differences; that a~ociaI history of individual attitudes. bellefs, and values of 

~ 

7 .. ~ 
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ordinary people ought to be the prima')' source of historical evidepce.· Given these 

reservations, Bercuson believes a more complete eiplanation must include the logic 

of politieal eèonomy, industrial relatiQns dynamics, and institutions, as weU as, 

cultural forces. So indeed, here, too, culture must have a 'not-culture'. 

J 
The fundamental difference between Palmer and Bercuson is that the former 

en larges the notion of culture into a method imposed upon labour history, whereas, 

thf latter so narrows culture to specific qualities that it o?scureS' subtle relationships 

between c1ass, ethnicity, religion, and so on. Do not, howrver, let these differences 
'i.J '~ 

obscure the signifieant co mm on ground between the two. For each, culture is one 

vari~ble that interacts with another - mode of production, institutions, and so on -
, 

which can be described in culture invariant terms. Both Bereuson and Palmer 

describe sorne culture invariant ph'enomena in functional terms, which means that, 

similnr social practices or institutions must fulfill similar fu~ctions in different 

societies:--a general strike or collective bargaining, monopoly capitalism or trade , , 
unionisme This means that social structures, 'econoiniç systems~ and so forth, have ~ 

a logic that can be described independent of culture, and their relationships with . 

cultural patterns evaluated with sorne .degree of precision. In p~~ice, culture 

becomes the wisps of col our which the historian uses to flusn out economic or . . 
structural explanations of reality. In fact, though, all these authors form their , 

methodologicaI perspective from their own generaI understanding of the orderi~g of 

social forces" and then structure the cultural variables into the specific context of 

study. 

Indeed, culture drops from view. When Palmer describes the Ï!"pact upon 

workers of various phases of 'Capital's' economic domination, in historicaIly 

"geQeralized periods", cultural analysis disapl>ears. How culture greased the motor-

like transition from o'ne generalized perlod to another is left a mystery. Bereuson is 
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.more interested in the incompatibility of threading collective bargnining practlces 

and geoeraI strikes together, and can not, therefore, exj>lnin why sOimaoy people 

could sustain such UDity for the economic well-being of a small minority of workers. 

The analyses, of both Palmer and Bercuson, miss the co mm on principle, fhe 
o 

#- commo~ interest, the common grudge agniost the boss, and his system. This 

grinding of soêial and economic struct,ures, especially Palm~r, presents a static 

image of historical forces, so their historical explanation, indeed, obscures socinl 
• 

change; since the grease is thin, the motor clatters. 

ft.. more anthropological approach to LaboUr studies is necessary. Culture 

m~st Dot be conceived :one vari~ble among others, but as a 20ntext, within which, 

social.phenomenon acquires significance. Culture pervades, envelops - thièkcns -

~ial phenomenon. Only in the context of a 'given cultural setting can other 

variables, a depression, inflation, ~r craft union institutions, make sense. Variab1es -
like these can not be abstracted from their context. Nor can tbey be factored into il 

.to explicate ~real~ forces that cause social phenomenon sinee ,an understanding of 

theII,1 is presupposed within that context. To speak of market forces causing slumps 

in the economy and reduction in trade union memberships, for example, would 
\. 

make no sense what so ever to an eighth century monk. For aU this to make sense, 

one must live within a capitalist system for whicb certain property relations are 

common knowledge. 

This context must indeed be learned. E.J. Hobsbawm's study of skilled labour 

in the early 19th century describes this process. Many skilled craftsmen were on the 

.. cusp of being a wage eamer __ and a sQlall independent producer. When bargaining 

fo~ wages, or aspiring to self au~onomy through one's craft, many demanded 
\ 

custommy rates of pay or eschewed the expansion of their capital base rather than 

demand wages they thought th'e marJèèt would bear or strive fôr p'rofit when 'the 

\' 
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opportunities arase. They, followed their social patterns of the day, defined a fair . 
wage, and valued the life·styfe of the small independent producer. 

capitalist system, its exploitive relationships, and what to do about it, aU ad to be 

/earned.30 '\ 

~ 

So here, social inquiry is idiographic. But does this çontextual focus reduce 

the explanatory power Ilf culturè? In fact ,it is < reinforced because culture is 

conceived as a context of meaning. Follo ing Clifford Geertz, man is conceivéd as 
\ ~, 

an~nimal spinning "webs of significance from whic~ detenhtnate ~eaning' shapes 

human behaviourj meaning is a human"p cess.31 ,Significance do es nofïnhere to 

the etdos but is derived from the complex relationships that und~:score ~~bols.· 

To analyze the logic of these forms apart from their context, then, is to confuse, not 
... . . , . 

explain, social phenomenon. 

Man n~ only. .màkes culture, through deierminate meanings, he is constit~ted ~ 

by an ~id;ting cult~r.~ cont~xt. One si~Ply does not have 'a r!l~lical ChOiC{ be~;en , ~ , 

we/lan~chauungen which, thr~ugh informed rational judgment, a particU'lar set of 

. values, institùtions, and' so oh, CaJ} be c~o~en to suit one's .. individual taste. At 

birtb., one's social environment, and patterns of c'ustom are already chosen and 

mark 'o~r "tastes' beforerumd. \ Our sense of Self'uild~~ding. ~~~~,' 
preconscious lIIffd, preunderstood element meaning that, ~ulture is q.either e 

prope~ty of an individual, nor a ~ocietY,:/It falls ioto the ~ublic spac~j e~een 
- - .' / \ 

jndividuals in commuility .. Common sense is an examp,le of\,his since' it lS 
\ > • , 

understanding of meanings in il common reference-world Utat is available to ail who 
~ -, 
\ . 

share the slune ·comIitoD sense", that '}'hich everyoDNnows. Culture, tben, not 
, . I"l" . 

only imbues tlle -world \ with significance in intersubjective meanings'''"!or man, but 
- \ ... . 

partly determines bis 1>1~ce within il. 

, . 
This ontotogical foundation for man's relationship to culture has import for 
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methc;>.d in social inquiry. As an object of study, man is radicnlly different from . 

phenomena in the natural world because underst~ng our own being i8 ltself fi . ') 

definite characteristic of man.32 Man interprets himse1f; a rock does not. For°-'thls 
• t ~. _i 

. reason, the,social sciences are hermeneuticaI because, properly speaki~lg. th~r~s no , 
... 

raw, qnformed material to study, but ratlier, only inteJ'P.retations of pre-intcrpretèd 
. ~ D 

data. As a scienre;ïiërmeneùticaI inqwry' senrehes for coherence in second order 
1 ~o . 

interpretations, whic~ emerge from our pre-understood being-in-thc-world. The 

object of hermeneutical inquiry, then, is to define m«;aning which inhcres to humnn ,. 

action. 

l ' ~ • 

\ If the objec(~5r inquiry i8 to rel~te the meaning of an act or' social event to the 

larger webs of signfficance, th~rmeneùtic task - our method - is by nature 
~ . 

holistic, and the Interpreter is drawn intQI the hermeneutic circ1e. Individunl' motives . , 

\ and aets must be related to the deeper meani~gs shared by the cOqlrnunity for whieh 

action is signifieant. Yet, a generaI context oJ meaning ca~ not exist without n 
~ . . 

subjeet, sorne historic~al. reference point. Therefore, in social inquiry, Ol,t starting 
.. 

point js never exaeUy c1ear because the interpreter must move frorn general, to 
1> 

particulnr, in arder fo achieve a"greater clarity of meaning in context. This i$ whot 

is meant when we say social inquiry i8 hermeneutically èircular .. 

r (). J 

Aristotelian practical knowledge strongly illfluenèe~ ,hermeneutical inquiry. Il 

is a rhythm of human conscibusn~s. Man is always in a situation for_ which action 

i8 reqûired. Since Plan i8 a reasoning being, wh\} 'act8 upon purpose toward that 
\ 

wWch i8 good for man, reason imbues his ,action. So practical knowl~gc, here, i8 
~ . , 

the application of reason to a specifie situation where sorne human being strivetS for . , 

th) which he has ~udged as good: This i8 a1so a seli-formative act since man ,learns 

from bis experience, meaning that, he continually reflects upon bis experience from 

whlch he projects further purposeful activity, with increasing clarity. It is a human 

""" 
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proces! of consciousness that relates the understanding, intewreting and applying of 

kno~ledge to a particular situation which further defines the. context.33 Reason, 

knowledge, rnd consciousness always st1ive: de~ into a fixed att~tude, and strive 

agaiJ:';.s the situation always changes, and alw~ys projects different initial 

conditions.34 The revolutionary activist proyides an ~xample of this. History ~oes 
. 

not end once the revolution succeeds. ~e revolutionary must Act, implement 

policies, apply economic and political theories, and refine them. Historical change 

is indeed a cruel ~.wife since this action only beget different, though increasingly 

sophisticated, problems. 

So far, this he:meneutical alternative hardly seems to be a method at ail 

beçause one iB not told'explicitly where tO,start an analysis, or what to 100'* for. Yet 

both the object of hermeneutic study, and the nafUre of human action, are the same 
ql 

- choice. If cultu~e provides webs of significancè . determinate meanings - to human 
'. ';' 

belngs, it also presents a' re.source from which alternatives to social ~roblems can be 
~ 

projecte~. Indeed, Many points of view, though clearly not limitless, :present 

alternative analyses to explain the nature of social forces, what problems they 
~ 

engcnder, and possibilities toward their solution. The suceess, or failure, of any 

one ppint of view depends upon a correct reading' of the situation, weaving together 

of appropriate eommon understandings, and, of çourse, the experience of suecess or 

fnilure. This range of alternatives, t~en, tncerns hermeneutieal inquiry. 

. ~ 
Luddism and trade unionism make good example·s to explain choice between 

posslbilities. If, say, the problem is the destruction of the cloth making crafts in , 

l~th d century Britain, due to' technical innovation, how cau '. those facing the 
• r ' 

destruction of their way of life respond? Luddism, mob violence, and labour 

combinationB, not yet understood as trade unions, were all 18th century social 

practices.35 The first an~ered th: problem through violent machine wrecking and 

, 
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prompted oppressive retaliation from th~ employer and the local miUtin. This brutal 

response is justified by property rights, something all right thinking Englishm~n 
1 

defend, even, most probably, luddites. The second draws upon notions such as 

freedom bf association in order to justify -an organization whlch restrains tra~e. 

Though still vehemently opposed by employers, this trade union option Has a certain 

force of argument. It is coherent, has a penchant for organization, and relntes to 

notions of freedom an Englishman thinks is right. It is a reasonable choice. And 

so, a bitter palitical conflict begins sinee one right, stands against, another. 

The cultural b~sis from which ehoiees form is never completely understood by 

man. It is not necessary for an individual who lives a culture to know, and identiCy 
l," ... \ 

precisely, the various traditions ,.tIat make it up, in order to understand il. Culture, ---
indeed, permeates his knowledge and aclions at both preeonscious and eonsciolls 

levels. The average trade unionist, for example, may not know how in~ustrial 

un!onism developed under the leadership of the Knights, of Labour, and the 

International Workers of the World, or, how these principles were refined by the , 
, 

Congress, of Industrial Organizations., But they most certainly understand the 
. t . 

impact of -the closed shop and industrial unionism on their lives, and how to use 
, 

them to achieve their goals. Since culture imbues language tôo, the preconscious 

\ 

tràditions are disguised in everyday speech. The modern British Colllmbian trade .' 
, -; 

unionist, for example, may 'wobble', meaning a wild cat strike. The 81~ng term, 
L. 

wobble, cornes from the nickname given the revolutionary syndicalists, in the early 
~ It.' t l' -- ~1.:,.t ~~f'f~~.!-.Ii ... -:'.;, 

19OOs, who called themselves Wobblies. So culture, is indeed ambiguou8, which, , 

consequently, makes interpretation of human behaviour inexact \?ecause the object • 

of study is inexa~t. And, we can not demand from an object of study mor~ than 

that which its nature cao give. 

The object of hermeneutical inquiry, tbén, is to make sense of this body of 
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cultural meanings, in its context; from which a more complete explanati0!l of human 
. ~ 

action may be possible. The nuances of the cultural context will bejdrawn intQ the 
~ 

\ . 
following discussion of the Winnipeg general stme to: explain the strikers bràad , ' 

" 

class solidarity despite ethnie, and ideological dif{erences. It is the logic of the 

. hermeneutic circle, here, tbat concerns us. Th~ particular situation, remember, is 

crucial to any .. understan~ing of the limits from ~ich broader historieal tr~ditions 

could shape the range of choices for working class collective action. 

The relationship betwëen ethnicity and cIass in Canada is particularly 'suited to 

hermeneutical inquiry since Canada is a nation of immi.srants. This means that 

different immigrant grou$s came to Canada with their ,own culture from whicp they 
, ~~ 

projected a vision of Canada's future, and their role in it. The~ Canadian West 

provided opportunity to create a new society from nature's raw material, once the. 

native people were eorralled into reserves. Businessmen defined. the most powerful 

vigion of the ",West's future. They strove to develop a modern capitaIist economy, . " 

and so, too, acquired the natural conflict oi interest betweep. businessman and 

labourer that marks modern capitalism. Many immigrants' resisted tllis vision. 

Sorne came from cultures from which working c1ass social practices, politics, and 

phUosophy developed precise meanings, sorne alternative ethical interpretation of 
1 • _' ' 

capitalism's excesses. Other immigrants, frorn traditional agrarian societie~, worked, 

for wages in the new country. Even so, their cultUres had working class alternatives 

silice their own socialist leaders spliced togetlter social theories and peasant 

traditions, and so, fastened elass protest to traditional p~sant collective action. 

Since these immigrants understood the logic of social forces differently, even if they 

, suffered within the same capitalist system, they interpreted capitalism's significance 

differently. These immigrants, then, protested against the social order, but not in 
, 

quite the same way. 

14 ... 



··0 
.. 

o 

... 

, , 

Trade unions, socialist parties, and so on, were concemed with education, so 

hymeneuti~al inquiry is even more relevant to the study of .class movements. These 

people sought to' acquire knowledgè' f~r a reason: to \!nderstand, interpret, and 

apply their knowledge to their situation. Through class institutions one learned 
" 

, about existing social relationships: who had like in~erests, who did not, and whlch 

political and economic social practices enhanced, or hampered the welfare of onc's 

community. Trade unionists and socialists acquired a strong dialogical tradition in 

their institutions through which they learned, discussed and ci-iticized the social 
......... > 

theories, and ethical worldviews which made up their community's knowledgc. This 

was no sterile academic ~ues~ for knowledge qua knowledge since thcir purpose was 

to better their station in life. It is indeed for this reasoii'-lhat working class 

education had a practical element within the general process of consciousncss 

raising. 

- Throughout the strike, labour leaders claimed the issues were collective 
. ' 

bargaining and the living wage, not political revolution. Our task will be to relnte 

these issues to the broader context of Engfish and Ukrainian c1ass political' 

traditions, Çanadian working èlass experience during the Great War, and the events 

at Winnipeg in May, June 1919. What makes the Winnipeg general strike s~mething' 

extra-ordinary? It p}aced into question trade union rights. So the general strike was 
d ; . . . 

about principles, more so than precise negofiations for pay scales and working Ir 

J • 

conditions. These trade union principles are related to:ra~itions that define certain 

civ~, and democratic rights to which English, and Ukrainian workers became 
. , 

accustomed. fudeed, the strike does not make sense without those tra<litiolUl. The 

chapter which follows next will discuss the national political, IlI!d class traditions 

that English and Ukrainian workers brought witb them to Canada. This will 

ilIustrate the meaning of democracy, civil rights, and class political action for these 

two ethnie groups. The renson Anglo-Saxon class traditions are important to 
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Canadian Labour is indeed self-evident. 'But why those of uhainians? Because in 

Winnipeg, Ukrainians represented the largest Siavie eommunity at 5 .. 3 per cent of 

the city's populatiori.36 AIso, Ukrainians were very well organized into social and 

politieal organizations, some of which participated vigorously in elass politiesç 37 

Chapter three will argue both Ukrainian, and English Canadian w0t!'ers feared the 

Canadian government threatened their ways of life during the--Great War. With 

tneir traditions in jeopardy, the Canadian Labour movement projected' certain 

options to found a more coherent class movement with both politieal, and etonomic 

purposes. Chapter four will focus upon the general strike ta iIlustrate the unity 

between class and ethnie forces, witllin the context of unfolding alternatives for 

Labour in Winnipeg. Without this aspiration for a better world, based upon 

dcmocratie freedoms, and civil liberties, the intensity of the strike, and its c1ass, 

solidarity, would lack full comprehensibility. The general strike may not have been 

'. ...-. 
about political revolution, but it did concern p~litical change. Why? Because the 

<:;,) ~ ."' 

nature of a Canadian c1ass movement was pliï~e~ into qU'estion. 

T{1e structure of this thesis attempts to present the rhythm of time and 

tradition, so that, increasingly compressed contexts of meaning fall upon the 

impressionistié account of Bloody Saturday with which we began. First, broad 
r 

politicnl traditions evolve into English ·and Ukrainian class movements over the 
1 

course of two centuries. Second, Canada's class conflict, ciTca the Great War, 
1 
1 . l ' 

takes Place;within a time span of about,a quarter century. U weight of the~e 

contexts f~1 upon the few months that bracket the gener~ stme. The" logic of 
, , 

..... ~ 

English and Ukrainian c1ass movements connect each period. 
1 • 

1 

• 1 

1 

At ~nnipeg, several Interpretations of class collective action converged with a . ' 
1 l ,l' 

singularity ,of purpose bath English, and Ukrainian workers could identify wil; aU 
l ' 

shared thtfisame concem for certain fundamental working class rights. These ethnie 
\. 
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groups could not, however, find their feet ~th one another which means that, they 

G 
could not completely understand, accept, or syqthesize each others c1ass social 

practices. The meaning of collec~ive bargaininj;, in this situation, however, sh~ok 

loose. lt, was not precisely defined by the strikers in the customary way; so nfnny 
1 

interpretations of class social practices could relate collective bargaining to/thcir 

own understanding of their class movem~nt's logic. Thus,- the strikers' s?lidarity 
. -

could indeed stretch ove.r the entire working class commu\ity. Conscqu;ntly: 

ethnicity and class overlapped in social practices, institutions, and ways of life,-Jit n 

situation for which the determinate nature of a unified class movement was at stake. 

o 

Since this is a political science' thesis, sorne account for the verification of 
, 

knowledge is necessary. lndeed, the science of potitics, since the 1950's, aspired to 

discover certain laws of human behaviour, and so, deduce general theories through 

an experimental science. These laws would guide and verity ernpirical rescarch 

through scientific rnethod. Indeed: -if this science could be valuc-frec, il was 
C" 

thought, the nature of politieal phénomenon, thaC comrnon human element that 

defines aIl poIiticaI behavioùr, could be discov,ered.38 Sorne hermpneutic 

philosophers, especially Taylor, deny the possibil~ty of such a science because 

language and history, which expresses this desire, i8 culturally determined, and thus, 
• 

har~ly vaIue-free.39 As such, ,social, inqurry can not be fl\lsified, or corroborated . 
, through method because method attempts to stand outside the subject of study, . 

man, yet,is fundamentally man's own creation.40 

ç How, then, can this author be certain his argument is correct? In hermeneutic 

philosophy there tends to be a sttain of intellectual arrogance. Verification can_ . ' 

mean(underst~ding one's oppon~nt -and one's own po"sition, b~t not the reverse;41 

one can repeat his argument again hoping it 'will be better understood; or tast, one 
, / . 
can pose sorne rhetorical question such as, 'f my acc0'tnt is wrong, what cIse 

" 

17 •.• 



(~ 

l, 

.. 

o 

cxplains this phenomenon better.· Despite a1l this, there is a more meaningful 

strain in hermcneutical philosophy which vetifies an argument's correctness, and is 

truc to it~ Qwn traditions. The most important undercurrent in hermeneutic 

philosophy is its dialogicaJ tradition. Questions are posed to historieal texts and 
/-:-:; 

answcrs attempted .. Though hermeneutical inquiry may have an elitist twinge, it is 

the subjection of one's interpretation to the public space of debate that is ils 

Icvclling characteristie. Everyone can reject, accept, or build upon someone else's 

interpretation. 

So an author responds to questions posed by the historical situation - a body 

of second order interpretations that Jacks, to sorne degree, coherence. That there is 

a question means' that another's interpretation is in someway flawed. For this 

au th or , professor Bercuson' s insights into the strike do not capture the full extent of 

c1ass solidarity at Winnipeg, which is so necessary to make sense of the strike. 

Since Bercuson fused the strike's cause and its significance, this justifies an 

alternative method to gra8p the logic of social change. The significance of the strike 

was l1y no means settled before the conflict began, an bunched up in a seed-like 

tilluse. Since othis c1ass solidarity drew workers together, workers divided by politieal 

worldviews and ethnie differences, 

• 
o solidarity. So this author turned 

new categories are necessary to exp Iain this 

to interpretive social science to exp Iain the 

1 relationship between class, and ethIficity within a pr~cess of class formation. 
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European immigrants. It claimed Many immigrants, such as 'Poor Mike', were 
innocent bystanders who just stumbled across the parade by accident. In other 
words, they did not know about the demonstration in advance. And indeed Many 
east European immigrants told this sort of story to the polile. 

Common sense tells us fo question this. Since east Europeans were 
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those east European immigrants arrested during the riot to say anything less. They 
knew about intemment camps, possibilities of deportation and so forth. Indeed, 
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miIitia; many died a,nd many more were wounded. It took place aImost exactly 100 
years previously, in August of 1819. 

2~he Citizens' Committee of 1000 formed to oppose the strike and provide 
essential services. Its membership il!cluded mostly businessmen and professionals 
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the days beCore the closed or union shop and automatic check off this very 
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accepted as sncb and should be giY&Jl' ,. share and 
o,ther,groups. (Bereuson, ControntaUon, p. 190.) 

, { 
But for the m st part the belief that a union victory would set society on i\s 
bead ud place workers in a position where they would sit as equals with 
mruiage~ent ... spurred the~ on. (Ibid., p. 184.) 
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Bercuson provides no evidenee that trade unionists thought this way. This c1aim 
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27Bryan "Palmer, "Classifying Culture," Labour/Le Travailleur vols. 8/9 
(Autumn/Sprillg 1981/82): 178.-

28lbid., p. 183. 

29David Bereuson, "Through the Looking Glass of Culture," 
Travailleur vol. 7 (Spring 1981): 109. 

--- 30See "The Ma~hine Breakers" in ~J. Hobsbawn, _ Labouring Men: Studlcs ln 
the History of Labour. New York: Basic Books, 1964. 

31Clifford Geertz, Interpretalon of Cultures: Selected Essays !!! Clifford 
Geertzk.(New 10rk: Basic Books, 1974), p. 5. 

32Martin Hiedegger, trans. John Macquarrie and Edward Ro.binson Uelng and 
TIme, (New York: Harper and Row, 1962), p. 32. 

33H.G. Gadamer. Truth and Method, (New York: Crossroad, 1975), p. 274, 
!bd Paul Rabinow and William Sullivan, eds., Interpretlve Social Science: ! reader, 
(Berkley: University of California press, 1979), p. 17. 

,) 

34Gadamer, Truth and Method, p. 278. 
l. 

35See E.P. Thompson, "'Ibe Moral Economy of the English Crowd in the 
Eighteenth Century," Past and Present No. 5 (February 1971):-7.6-136. 

36 Alan Artitibise, Winnipeg: A Social Ulstory of/Urban Growth-1914; 
(Montreal: McGilI-Queens University press), p. 142. ," 

37See 'Donald Avery. Dangerous Forelgners: European immigrant workerll 
and labour radlcaUsm ln Canada 1896 - 1933. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 
1979; and Manoly Lupul, ed. A U-;;:U:;ge ln Transition. Toronto: McClelland and 
Stewart, 1982. 

21... 

i 
4 ! 



( 

o 

, 

( 

\ . 
388ee David Ea8ton. 'The PoUtlcai System. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

1966. 

39Charles Taylor, "Neutrality in Political Science,", in Alan Ryan, ed., The 
PhUosophy of Social Esplanatlon, (Oxford: Oxford University press, 1973), pp. 
169-70. 

40Charles Taylor, "Interpretation and the Sciences of Man," in PhUosophy and 
the Buman Sciences: Phllosophlcal Pape~ ~, (New /fk: Cambridge University 
press, 1985), pp. 52-3. 

41Ibid., p. 53. ,) 

, 

-

• 

22 .•. 
o 



o 

o 

u 
Chapler 7Wo 

Polilies, Community and Class for Ukrainians and Englishmen 
~ 

In both Ukrainian and English historie al experience class movements existcd. 

They mixed national political traditions with enlightenment social inquiry for the 

purpose of human emancipation. Consequently, de~ocracy and civil rights were 

always a cheri shed concern which influenced c1ass social practices, and institutions, 
( • ",.c, 

as weil as aspiratiQlls for social and politieal change. Englisbmen and Ukrainians 

both participated in movements to establish Iiberal denfocracies within the shell of 

ancient empires\ led by kings and queens, nobles and lords. That which gave c1ass 
\ 

movements a "class" determinate meaning was an aspiration for ecol1omic justice, as 

weil as political liberation. The reality of this class experience lay in the way in • 

which social, ,economic, and political relations imposed a cert'ain worldvicw upon a 
c 

community of people by virtue of their functional status in the social ordcr. 

Through a common experience of exploitation, the class community ~cquired a 

movements 

ss and solidarity from whicb it faced the w~rld. So class 

<1. They defined tbeir communities, projected certain idcas for 
- , 

social change, and created new social practices and instituti~n8. Thcir goal was 10 

educate thë community about social change, and challenge the established social 

order, namely, its relationships of political and economic power. 'Iùcse class 

movements also had to justify tbat challenge, so activists had to iIIustrate how a 

class movement could capture the best of national political traditions, such as ., 
democracy and civil rights, better than the establislred order. 
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This chàpter is about the similarities and differences between Ukrainian and 
, 

English clus movements. It will describe how national political traditions mixed , 
economic and political protest, and consequently, flXed social practices and 

institutions within Ukrainian and English working class communities. Since both 
• "" English and Ukr~inian immigrants brought their class culture to Canada, each re-

" established their class social practices and institutions in the new land. Their 
--r.......... ,\ 

cuftures provided a resource from which these immigrants acJapt~d to Canadian life, 

and' wh en necessary, protested against Canadian social, eeonomic and political 

relationships. These movements, however, differed in fundamental ways since eaeh 

ethnie group aeeented different elemedts of a class move~t, namely, trade 

unionism and socialism. For Englishmen, trade unions formed their core class 

institution; but for Ukrainians, it was a Marxist social demoeratic poli tic al party. 
1 

Despite the~e differenees, I?olitical traditions which incorporated notions of 
1 

demoeracy and civil rights imbued both ethnie working class cultures so that sorne 
" \ 

fundament~L.-Common understandings betwe~n the two existed. Since both had 
, 

working class cultures, this is why, as we shaH see in the next chapter, Englishmen 

and Ukrainians eould reeognize the significance of the Great war, and the general 

strike for their movements. 

) 

One caveat must be added before we embark on this chapte<s project. Not 

only do the ethnie groups differ but so do es the scholarship about them. Indeed, 

English- political traditions, class movements, and so on, are exhaustively 
/ y 

oocunlented. But English Canadian historiography understands little about 

Ukrainian political and c'ass traditions, or their influence on Canadian labour 

traditions. Conceming the Slavic involvement during the general strike David . . 
Bercuson claims ·the eastem Europeans stuck to their" traditional silence .... ·! 

Traditional silence. This chapter must .deseribe the resonant tones of this silence 

because English Canadian historiography is uncertain Ukrainian political and class 
" . ~ 
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tràditions exist. The ttaditional silence is indeed that of historians.2 

II 

il 

Ukrainians had traditions of nationhood, not statehood. The distinction is 

important sinee Ukrainians did not acquire their political traditions through any 

identification with uniquely Ukrainian politieal institutiollS. Ukraininns, rnther, hnd • - ' 

an inclination to nationhood for which national identity was fixed by n comlUon 

language, culture, and geography. So !heir politieal traditions were partly myth 

defined by a legendary gold~n age. Without politieal institutions, the responsibility 

for Ukrainian 

protected the 

traditio'"ns fell uPf\he Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 

Ukrainian language and cultural identity within religiolls 

which 

social 

- ' 

practices. Only when part of the Ukrainian nation~ (a 'cia) was incorporated into 

the Austrian empire did UkrainÏans gain praetiea experience with formalistic 

institutions, and legal systems where they acquired modern political concepts such 

as rule of law, civil rights, and democraey. This laek of a state tradition, perhaps, 

explains why radical Ukrainian intelleetuals had an affinity toward the ethicai 

soeialist's vision of freely associating communities, or the Marxist's utopie, stnteless 

eommunism. Radical political theories were indeed attractive to sorne Ukrainians 

sinee they argued society, not the' state, waS' the causal force behind political 

change; an attractive idea to a nation without astate, It gave hope because the 

"real" powe~ 13.Y(in the people 

Nev~rtheless, Ukrainian social 

and not the abstract logic oC state sovereignty. 

movements always sought sorne reconciliation 
~ 

between national identity ~d political institutions, sa statehood was always a goal. 

Ukrainians were a conquered people. Since the Tartar invasion oC 1240, the 
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Ukrainian lands were divided amongst many different emperors - Polish, Ottoman, 

Russian, Austrian - until 1917, when for four brief years, Ukrairiians had their own 

nation-state. Consequently, Uk.rainian political traditions were truncated. The;' 

masters neither cared about Uk.rainian welfare, nor included them in political'life. 

Even more, the Uk.rainian people never had just one master at any one time, so the 

texture of domination was never really the same. This, however, do es not pose as 

much of a problem to our study, here, since almost aIl Ukrainian immigrants to 

Canada came from two Austro-Hungariah provinces, Galicia and Bukovina.3 Yet 

despite this fragmentation, the Ukrainian people still had vague commonly held 

political traditions from medieval history - Kievan Rus - and the 15th to 17th , 
centuries - free Kozaks. 

During the Kievan Rus epoque circa 900 - 1240, the Ukraine was united~under 

one monarch (until 1054). one church, and enjoyed a golden age of commerce and 

prospé';hy. learning an~ culture. under Yaroslav the Wise (d. 1054).4 The monarch 

himself was the apogée of the united church and state. He ruled by divine right. He 

symbolized ail that which was Ukrainian. In the popular mind the monarch 

delivered the people from evil. He was wise, just but stem. He was also remote 

from daily lite. The peasant beli~ved that if the czar could' only see their suffering, 

especially at the hands of local nobles and Jews, he would deliver the~ while 

meting out his severe justice.5 A swift religious cureent fl~ws undemeath these 

political beliefs: suffering, deliverance, justice; suffering by people, deliverance by a 

rem9te abstract force, justice from a superior wise-being, ail beyond the control, 

~d ken of the common folk. Perhaps it is here, too, whbre we find the origin of 

19th centu"f man's faith in other worldly "natural laws" Jf society, defined by t~e 
economic sciences, which would deliver the bourgeois from his aristocratie 

oppressor - the hidden hand of market forces - or. the proletariat from his bqurgeois .. 
oppressor - the nat~a1 contradictions within those markèt forces - wlth or without 
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anyone's co-operation. Through the mist of time this Golden age engraved powerful , 

images upon Ukrainian historical consciousness; firsf, a united Ukraine, and 
, ' 

second, political traditions incorporating concepts of other worldly forces whlch 
f 

hold the polity together. 

The second political tradition.,was a legacy form the Khmelnytsky state (1654)" 
. 

which was situated in the centrai raine,and dèveloped during the 15th through 

17th centuries. It was a military soclet which eventually broke away from the 

Russian czar, though no monarch ~ally did frol the Kozaks until· the late l7th 

century.6 There was a'simple social division of la ur between farming and miÙtary 

classes. The officers were elected, inc1uding etman who was the ~tiOllal 
leader.7 The basic social unit was the sich, eommunity, in which ils 

-
members had sorne self-autonomy. ,Indeed, sorne kozak sichs sueh as the 

Zaporizhie, 

Built on democratic principles, constantly recruiting new members from the 
discontented.elements in the Ukraine, and relying for support 00 the broad 
masses of the rank and file kozaks ... (it) demanded maximum social and 
economic security for the cbmmon people.8 

The legacy of this political tradition left som~ notions of democratic practices and 

participation in the 47,ommunity's affairs. This image, however, cannot be stressed 
, 

too much since demoeracy and community were shadowed by the hardy virtues of 

military life. 

These traditions are somewhat incompatible; clearly an elected national leader 

contradicts divine monarchy. Neither, howe';ler, left lasting politieal institutions 

from which a Ukrainian state could develop, nor unify all Ukrainian people. The 

contradictions within these visions, then; never needed resolution. These traditions 

did, howeyer, have sorne elements in common. As visions, the politieal tradit.ions 

were romantieized, and thus, left a sort of Ukrainian spirit. Also, these visions 

coneemed freedom, mediated through community - ail Ukrainians eould be Cree if 
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only another Kievan Rus or Zaporizhic slch could be resurrected. Ukrainian poetry 

~es~ribelJ paslJionately the collective suffering of the Ukrainian nation, and its hope 

that Creedom could be resurrected. "Come living soul", wrote Schevchenko, 

Come dwoll in Ukraine; 
Fly across the banb with t}le cossacks, stand guard 
By .the robbed mounds of heros, and wait in the plain, 
Sharing the tears that Cossacks are w~eping 
Untill escape from this slavery and paiJi.9 

These we~e only visions of a lost era. ' The realities of Ukrainian social 

structure occluded political maturity and confined Ukrainians to the village 

commune. Since 1386, when 'incorporated into the kingdom of Poland, the Galician 

politicnl' and economic structure was ethnically split. In the next three hundred 

years of Polish domination, the Ukrainian nobility became Polonized, and thus, left 

the lower classes without their traditional political leadership. (The Tartars before-

hand left th(f political units of conquered territory intact, and only demanded 

duties.) Under Cashmir the Great (1434), Ukrainian law was abolished and 

replaced by the Polish legal system.lO UndW Polish law, Ul&ainian artisans were ,not ' 

given rights which customarily regulated and protected craft guilds.ll Since 

Ukrainians were denied rudimentary civil and economic liberties, they could not 

learn them. This exclusion from law also effectively restricted Ukrainians to 

peasant Iife in village communes since migration to larger cities stopped. Most 
, ' 

Ukrainians, then, we~e of peasant c1ass, ruled by Polish lords, yet beyond th; ~ 

protection of Polish law and institutions. So they c1ung to thei~ customs, those 

which regulated interpersofial relationships within their rural communities . .. 
Until the 19th and 20th centuries Ukrainians remained a rural people with little 

\ 

yariaHon in social c1ass. Without a noble c1ass to p~ovide politic~ leadership, the 

Ukrainian Oreek Catholic church became the community's principal social 

institution. And so goes the POlish expression, "there is no Ruthenia, jlfst priests 
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and peasants.,,12-.Again~t their Polish political. masters, the church te~aciously 

fought to protect religious rituals, rights, and education, all of which preserved the 
\ 

ukrainian language. Politics was that of culture. It was weil undcrstood that, 
, 

without language, the Ukrainian people would have no sense of idcntity distinct 

from their masters who shared diffèrent ethnie origins. This concern for language Is 

why the Romantic phets, such as ~ehevchenko, were so politieally explosive. 

Lan~age and education became politics when poetry gave th&' pensant his 
, 

consciousness of self; and, an identity is the first crucial Ingredient for any social 
- :t ci 

movement's broth. .)f 

, . 
Ukrainian political practices and concepts became more concrctc whcn the 

Austrian Empire acquired GaIicia, after the first partition of Poland, in 1772. The 
1 • 

Austrians extended their systematic govemment, the rights and duties of citizens, to 

coyer Galician Ukrainians.· 16flùenced by the German Aufklarung, the Empress 

Maria-Theresa (1740-1780) and later Joseph II (1780-1790) built a centralized 

\ 
Aùstrian state that was quintessentially utilitarian. Under the policy of enlightened 

autocraey, politieal authority radiated from one man who managed the state 

efficiently. This forrn of govemment established a rationalized legal 
1 

and eeonomic poliefs' Notions of equaIity under the law; and the Tolerallzpatelll. 

(1781), whieh defined religious freedom, and separated church and state, related the 
'" 

individual tà the politieal institutions in a more direct way. The individual had saille 

rights ap~t from bis ethnie or religious group: Only once inside à'modern state, 

could tbe Ukrainian intemalize modem political coneepts.13 , 

For the Ukr~inians, the impact of enIigh~ened absolutism was immedi.aJ~; law 

protected them. Austrian law 'Iessened' the burden of PoUsh domination. 'The" 

panshchyna (corvée) was reduced from six days to three, and abolished in 1848; real 

estate holdings were recorded by the impartial state, and 80, seeured peasant ., 
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prope (rom thievfng landlords.14 A legal system created a process by whicb 

feudafgricv;"'~ .. h.t thelord might be pursucd, through vari~us' ;evels ofolocal,' 

!provincial, and national administrative ~nits. A wronged peasant could appeal tirst 

to the lord, then to the regional govçrnment, and last to the monarcb bimself.15 

Moreover, the village communes became administeled by élected officiais, though 
l.. 

~ 

, almost always controUëd by a wealtJ.ly elite.16 Also, the role'ranzp'!tent also liberated / 

the Oreek Catholic church (rom Polish domination which meant that, the only , . 
authentic Ukrainian social institution, a, this t~me, couldnow fr~ely communicate " . 
amongst different communities and create national" organizations. So Austrian law 

in'stilled notions of right an~ legitimate ~uthority arnQJlgst the Ukrainian communes, 

where before, law.only meânt Polish arbitrary ~ule. 

After the 1848-9 revolution, Austrian enlightened absolutism fell to the liberal 

pressures for constitutional monarchy. In 1861, a permanent national parliament 

was established17, as' weIl as a provincial Galician Diet.18
"._oWIolol..olOol5IU" 

freedgm of speech and association, were thus 

existence of political parties, clubs, and to d gree, politicai dissent.19 Along 

with civil rights, Constitution al law, in 1867, guaranteed eq~~lity between e'niC 

gr6uptIJ and Iinguistic rights, sd th';t education, political institutio~s and law courts, 

were now more accessible to diff~rent ~thnic communities.20 The reforms of the 
III 

1860's, civil liberties and limited democracy, made Ukrainian cult\lral, social, R!ld ... 
/ 

political growth possible. So much was tbis the case that this Ukrainian in Russia 
e~ l, 

-

çould c1ai~, -''1,.' 

Galicia wu for us a ~odel in the struggle for our nations rebirth: il 
" ~ 

strengthened our faith f~r a better future. Galicia w~true Piedmont of the 
UkrlÛge because p~ 906 a Ukrainian press, cholarship ând national 
life cOuld develop only there.21 . ) , 

" . 

.. 

.,II 

if const~al histories are often sad chronologies of bright promises, whioh 
l ' ... - ... 
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politkal realities tarnish, then they aIso ereaté an _ image of legitimate political 

behaviour, a standard agaitrst whieh govemments are measured, and resistance 

justified. Life for the peasant after the Josephinian reforms was still harsh. Polish 

nobles either ruthlessly disobeyed refbrms, or mallipulated legal illterpretations to 

ensure their own advantage. With the pànachyna, for example, one day's labour 

could ,mean twenty-four hours, not necessarily consecutive.22 These reforms also 

did little to relieve the harsh forms of corporal pUllishment which the lords uscd to 
1 

discipline serfs who disobeyed feudal obligations. And legal procedures wcrc 

obviously unfair; a peasant had to express his grievance in wrltlen German, 

otherwise it would not be processed. It often took years. The lord howcver, had 

the militia as a ready and immediate instrument to eoerce peasant complinnce to 

law. Hard labour, violence, and harsh laws were still part of the Ukraininn wny of 

life. 

Yet despite the horrible conditions of servitude, the Ukrainian pensant still 

acquired a sense of politieal legitimacy. Peasants made great efforts to use the 

appeal process, and so, a Ukrainian secular intelligentsia, called corner-scribes, 

develo~d. These disenehanted intellectuals, discrim'nated against by the Austrian 
~ . 

bureaucracy and thus excluded from legal reers, made their living by proccssing 

grlevances.23 ~ othe: cases, the a~thoritf;;; the' mODath W88 used tO.legitimi~ Ihe 

withdrawal of services to the lord. This p~s t rdmarked, in "1819, when the 
" .r'" 

Kamamo c~mm~nity ref~sed to give fo~der, chic ns c tnd capons to the lord, t~a_t, 
1 

only when, w .. • the emperor wJites to us in response t.,ou~ petition then we ..yill do 
, 1 

_ ~d ~ve ~ he tells us. ,,24 An(t sometimes, the P~liS~ lor~ reaped what they 

o.wed. when, \n retllion agaihst the Austrian Empire, in 1846,~ they were 
• "-, \ Çj" 

. legitimately. slalolghtered by ~ the U),rainian peasantry.25 Indeed, once mIes werc 
- '-----

established,'Ukrainians 1eamed how to follow a rule, and 50, they acquired concepts 

pf politicallegitimacy, however rudimentary. 
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To insulate the~ves as best as they could from oppressive feudal social 

relationships, Ukrainian peasants fostered strong community bonds. They found 

identity in thcir shared suffering. Ukrainians stood apart from the nation because 

tltey were a rclatively undi!ferentiated economic class, ..their rulers were ethnically 

distinct, spoke a diffcrent language, and practiced a differept religion. Since they 

ù 
werc so weak, they had to stand together. This meant the community enforced 

discipline upon, its members. OCten, peasants used fearsome religious rituals to bind 
~ 

members of the commllnity to a course of action. A ceremony rnight look like this; 

on knees, with bible over head, candies aIl 'round, a superstitious peasant wOllld 

~wear fealty to the commllne.26 This fright,cningly powerful image braided together 

superstition and religions ritllal, commnnity protest and solidarity. And that 

compact was cnforced "If you do not stand up for the commune and do not join 

wlth the C~~llll1le," threatened this peasant from Perchinsko Stryi in 1817, 

the commune will hang you The commune lS a hlgher authonty than the 
lord 27 

Indeed, the commune cOlild not exist unless "one would stand up for the other 

completel'y .• 28 

The strike was the foremost means of protest. Ukrainian peasant strikes 

ilIustrate the intensity of their commllnity solidarity, as well as their own 

comprehension of their social system's Jogic. When, in 1847, twenty peasants were 

tloggcd to force· the rest of the TuTie commune to pay t'ents, "the stubb~4n 

thosc punishcd grew to fanaticism ... They considered thémselves martyrs r the 

happiness of the community ..... 29 Only in this sort of stubbornness 

pcasan~ ,recoup that last line of hum~ ~' and gatherothe cou 

more-. ' Here, as in other incidents, peasant strikes transcended economic 

diScontent: liCe, death, martyrdom, commune's existence. The logic of the strike, 

ho~ever, wa~ rclated to protest against fell'dal ~elations. Strikes could be ag~nst the 
. ., 
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unfairness of the lords demands, given the lord's obligations, or, more rarely, as in 

the case of 1848, against the system itself. Indeed, it took sorne political savoir-faire 

to distinguish between a strike and a revoit, economic versus politicnl gricvances. 

Revolts cha1lenged the sôciaI arder W' a fundamcntal way and were put down 

quickly, with brutal force, by the militia .• Strikcs concerned feudul obligations and 

did not provoke as swift a res(>onse from the militia. In the 1880's and 90's pensant 

understanding . of strikes was enriched by students who tallght peasants the 

relationship between politieal eeonomy, combinat ion for the pllrposes of wage 

increases, and the logie of the modern strike. And indeed, strikes did inerease 

during this timey especially in the 19OO's.30 Much la ter in Canada, the communes 
v 

fierce solidarity, eombined with more systematic understandings of industrial strikes. 
~ 

indeed, sharpened class conflict since, 

The mdustrial conf!Jcts were not a mere dlsagreernent betwccn capItal and 
labour, they were lire and death struggles and any devlation from the group 
actIOn was branded as traitorous When quiet persuasIOn failed, the propcrty 
of scabs was dynamited and they were assaulted b1i mobs composcd not only 
of workers themselves but Wlves and chlldren too ' 

Again, the commune was a higher authority than the lord. 

Community solidarity was also the commune's foremost weakness. Peasnnts 

trusted no one outside' the eompmne. Peasant self-idcntity was isolated from the 

hostile outside. The conception of self and world, for the peasant, was rclatc.d.lo 

the community and local region, and built upon the suspicion of 01ltsiders.32 

Indeed, the ignorant peasant, for whom witchcraft, evil omens,· and so forth, were 

as real as their poverty, r~asoned skeptically the merit of any new ideas. Galician 

social movements, at first, could only slowly penetrate the bornée peasant 

worldview. 

The Galician intelligentsia and c1ergy faced the peasant'g ignorance and 
\ 

brought the Prosvita (Enlightenrnent) to the peasant commune with c1ear cultural, 
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and political purposes. Indeed, culture and poli tics formed a well ordered projet. 

The immediate political purpose was to create an independent Ukrainian proxince 

within the Austro-Hungarian empire. How could this be donc? Ukrainian leaders 

a;sumcd p~litical self-determination, in a constitutional system, depended upon 

mass suppott. But the problem was that, 

our ~easant, who barely comprehends the busine!;s of the commune let alone 
the crownland (Galicia) or - what is more· the state, might understand the 
connection which exists between his own weil being and what transpires in 
the District Council, Diel or Parliament.33 

So education was the key; the growth of a politij;al force depended upon a Iiterate, 

politically consciol1s peasantry. Culture, then, was a first order step to secure 

political cnds that, ultimately, depended upon awakening the Ukrainian peasant, 

who oilly vaguely knew his own traditions. Through poetry, where culture promised 

knowledgc of oneself, Ukrainian leaders achieved access into the dark communes. 

They offered c1arity of purpose in place of vague ancient customs. Poetry, here, 

symbolized Enlightenment because it asked questions. "Our history", Shevchenko 

spoke clearly and rhythmically in verse, 

Explains to us and preaches. 
Search out the meaning of it a11, then ask 
yourself the questionl Who are we?34 

Firs! Ukrainians had to know who they were, before they could define their need~ 

and goals. 

, 
The early Ukrainian activists who pursued these cultural and politieal purposes 

callcel themsclves navodovtsi - National Populists. Conservatives, clergymen, 

radicals and social democrats shared similar goals. This unity soon broke apart ,as 

radicals and social democrats connected cultural liberation with socio-economic 

emancipation.35 During the 186O's and 70's, the socialists were quite manipulative. 

Sincc they could not penetra te the villages without the church, they temporarily 
. v" 

deferrcd to the church's worldview until secure enough to continue alone.36 The 
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new leaders were s,ecular; students and intellectuals ·only one or Iwo generntiol1s 

from the peasant or parsonage", or descendant from those troublcsOlllO corner­

scribes.37 The c1er~en distrusted this intelligentsia since their socialist projet wus 

radical, and qui te cle~ly: anti-clerical. And clergymen had good "casons for lheir 

suspicions. The Radieals and Social Democrats believcd the clergy WIlS 1\ cluss 

which dominated peasants; and indeed the church did increase taxes and reinforce 

ignorance of modern political concepts. Furthermore, many clergymen were 
~ 

unsympathetie to the peasants poverty, which, so some believed, was cll\lscd by 

"their sloth, prodigality and drunkenness·, rather than oppressive social forces.38 As 

the century progressed, t Radicals gained more -~upport because they tllught the 

peasant that his poverty was not e 'rely his fault. -
The Radieals and Social Democrats represent the eommon goals activists 

shared, and the extreme poles between which they differed. Both Radicals und 

Social Demo(W'ats agreed that the economic and politieal system had to change, root 

and branch. They adopted the tenets of scientific socialism, and fashiollCd thcii 
-1 

lIr politieal program. to expedite the real eeonomic forces whieh, evelltually, would " 

cause the capitalist social order to come erashing down.39 So the Social Demoeruts 

attempted to organize the.Ukrainian industrial proletariat, which hardly exislcd, save 

a few eraftsmen and peasants, \\'ho worked in the Boroslav oilfields.40 The Radicals 

drew their philoJophical worldview from the ethieal socialism of Mykhailo 

Drahomanov, a University of Kiev, professor, wtlOse postulates were rationalism, 

realism, and communal autonomy.41 For Drahomanov, the precondition for 

socialism was not the destructive lçgic of Marxist economics, but an enlightcncd 

péasantry, shed of its irrational superstitions, who lived in autonomous voluntary 

associations for economic and cultural purposes.42 Therefore the Radical projet 

" / 
wo~ld "clevate the sense of national consciousness l'Y means gf Iiterature, meetings, 

congresses, associations, demonstràtions, leclures~ the press, etc .. •43 Though caeh 
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differed in their perspective, each group also acce~ted the political party as the 

in~ution through which chan~e could be forced. While the scientific socialist 

hurried the capitalist collapse, the Radical bullt a new order within the old. One 

can not make too much of this distinction between the parties, especially in the 

early years, since their separate philosophical impulses beat in both part~ that, 

whcn, in 1899, thè Social Demoerats did finally separate from the Radicals, they 

retal~U trace. of the Radical', etbical socialism . 

• 
Ukrainian politieal parties ereated the chytalni (reading circles) in 

shape the political consciousness of the peasantry. From their first appearanee, i~ 

the late 186O's t~ 1910, their numbers, incr;ased fJom a handful to thousands.44 The 

mechanics of the chyta/ni were brilliantly simple; a Iiterate peasant would read 

• • 
popular journals pr'tnted by one of the many political parties. The issues ranged 

from technical procedures, sueh as agricultural production methods, to national 
.f 

politics. Also, during their summer vacations, students taught peasants Ukrainian 

Iiterature, history and politics.45 Then peasants diseussed the topics. 

Anyone who has ever been present at an assembly of Ruthenian Radicals has 
seen peasants in their sheep skin jackets with their hair plastered down with 
grease, making notes on scraps of paper supported on their knees in order to 
participate in the discussion ... has been filled with wonder and respect for 
this nation's intelligence and its capacity to develop.46 

So the chytalnt became an educational institution through which politieal parties 

presellted scientific-technological production methods, social and economic 

theories, and in the process, defined the community's unique ethnie identity through 

Iiterature, history, politics. 

The chytalnl did not just broaden the individual peasant's horizons, as the old 

cliché goes. Its impact was more extensive. Peasants learned how to leam and 

acquired p~litieal and economic experience. Sinee many politieal parties were 

represented in the chytalni, it was a forum for political debate and critical analysis 

J 36 ..• , 



o 

whieh meant that, peasants in the action of learning, talked, thought, eriticized; nll 

skills in themselves. 

This was, then, the first steps toward a dialogical tradition from which 
, 

peasants learned politics. In village politics peasants often llsed the chytalni to 

initiate opposition against the village leaders, who were wealthy pensants and pricsts. 

With peasants being political in their communities, the national politieal partics 

could present more foreeful arguments for mass politieal participation for national 

purposes. Why? Because peasants had sorne politieal expericnce . 
• 

Last the chytalni was a medium through which eeonomic collective action was 

learnei. The intelligentsia provided technical advice upon how to establish l1lutual 

associations to in sure against illness, and co-operativcs for land and food 

distribution, as weIl as banking services. Intellectuals taught pensants the logic of 

political economic laws, and how to manipulate them to suit their own needs. IIere 

the eommunity's tradition al solidarity and aspirations for communal self-reliancc Illet 

modern 19th century sociology and economics. Even more, without that sense of 

community: where 'a11 acted as one, the se associations could not work unless 

everyone became involved. 
_ v 

, 

Once established, the se mu tuai associations and co­
\ 

operatives acquired a distinct identity of their own. They in turn, becarnc the 
tl 

medium through which the individual peasant learned economics, politics, co-

operation, and so forth. 

) 
The suceess of the Galician-Ukrainian Prosvita was evident in the growth of 

eommunity associations, eomplex politieal activity, and c1ass protest. "As a rcsult 

of poli tic al struggle and self-organization efforts and work," exclairncd Rudnytsky, 

The Galician Ukrainiaos had before World War lover 3000 elementary 
schools, six state gymoasia and fifteen private schools, 2,44~ local branches 
of the Society for Enlightenment (reading circles) a network of gymnastic 
associations, . .local circles of the agricultural associations, and more than 500 

t , d al d' " 47 co-opera Ives an mutu cre It asSOCiatIons. . 
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Such intens.e Jrganization was indeed made possible through politica1 activity. Part 

of this aetivity inc1uded the Radical and Social Democratie parties whieh had a firm 

position in the Oalician legislature with 5 of 27 seats.48 Moreover those parties . 

ascribed to the assumption that more de\cratization of Galician institutions would 

be a eatalyst for more social change. So Radicals and Social Democrats 

participated in the suceessful eampaign for eonstitutional reform, viz. universal 

sufferage.49 Thus, by the turn of the century, democratic praetic,es were not foreign 

to Ukrainian politieal parties, leaders, and consequently, the peasants they 

organized. 

The Social Democrats cultivated a working class movement. The party 

organized trade unions, supported strik~s, and established workers mutual 

t' 
associations. After forty years of politieal organizing, a clearly class conscious 

\ 

workers movement developed in Bor~slav; In a series of strikes, from 1901 to 1904, 

thcse workcrs expressed class discontent. 50 The zenith of Radical involvement in 

social protest was, pcrhaps, the agricuJtural strike of 1902. Two hundred thousand 

agricultural labourèrs, in eommunities, struck against the large manors.51 

Although the strikes started sp ntaneously, Ukrhlnian politieal parties organized, ' 

directed, then spread them, s on after they began.52 This strike protestel against 

Galieia's rapid social change which proletarianized the peasant, who, now, became a 

wage labourer on large farms. Political party activists ,rovided a political economic 

perspective which made sense of the problem. With a clear perspective, the 

scattered impulses of discontent focused sharply on the political and eeonomic 

problems, and so, directed precise protest methods. 

Clearly Ukrainians had eomplex palitical ~actices and traditions. Since 

Ulu:ainians never had a state for many centuries, and consequently little political 

life, the preservation of a Ukrainian national identity became a' fundamental 

38 ... 



, , 

1 

o 

1 

.. 

concem. Communities and the church stressed language, c~lture and later 

education. So, during these dark times, Ukrainian political concepts, wcrc Imbued 

with national aspirations for unity and freedom. They mythologized Kicv8n Rus and 

the wild Kozaks. With the spread of Ukrainian social movements, in the mid to late 

turies, Ukrainians mixed modern politieal practices and institutions with 

spirations for mttional and community alltonomy. Throllgh these 

Ukrainians acquired knowledge and practical cxpericncc coneerning '\ 

politics, demoeracy and socio-eeonomic empancipation. And ~Y ~c late 19th 

century, a distinetly class movement existed whieh integrated political ~ cconomic 

emancipation. 

The politieal party was the dominant' poli tic al institution throllgh which 

Ukrainians learned polities: political concepts, organization, and so on. Through 

the chytalni politi+arties brought Iiterature and philosophy, s~cial and cconomic 

sciences, to the peasantry. It was through the party that one lcarncd how to 

organize co-operatives and worker benefit associations. Regarding ... c1ass çonfliet, .. 
party activists, such ,as the Social Democrats, organized Boroslav workers into trade 

unions, directed strikes and built mutual socleties. So for the Ukrainian, the 

politieal party deeply influenced the evolution of class social, cconomic, and 

politieal practiees. 

Through historical experience Ukrainians learned two forms of politieal .. 
critique. Aiter the first partition of Poland, when they lived within c1car politieal 

; , 

structures, Ukrainians learned how to measure politieal behaviour by the standards 

of the existing political order. Consequently, Ukrainians acquired notions of 

acceptable politieal behaviour qua political legitimaey. The second form of critique 
. 

put into question the fundamental assumptions of the body potitic, and inspired 

movements sueh as that of the Radicals and Social Democrats. These movements 
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sought to reorganize social, economic, and political relatio~hips upon different 

assumptions. Since Ukrainians never had a tradition of statehood, the edges of 

each level of critique could blur. A protest or strike against a particular law could 

lead to more critical situations because the laws Ukrainians obeytKl were never really 

their own. 

III 

~ 

The English had the sort of cohesive cultural unity only an island nation can 

inbrced. Within this culture, the English acquired and institutionalized politieal 

traditions such as democracy, civil and political rights, which, then, became part of 

English common knowledge. We need not, however, start w'ith the Magna Carta to 

" 
understand working class political traditions. Indeed, the economic change from 

traditional to capitalist society, national politieal traditions, and enlightenment 

philosophy mark the origins of the English working-class, in the late 18th century. 

Many author~ catalogue the indus trial revolution's changes; the evolution of factory 

system, institutionalization of laissez-faire economic practices, and the liberation of 

market forces which aU stunned and staggered traditional society. This economic 

change "Vas indeed_osed upon an unwilling lower class. Our concem, here, is 

the way in which the English working class resisted the se changes and projected 

alternatives to the encroaching system, from their own understanding of an 

Englishman's rights, and the logic of social forces. 

By thè late 18th century, notions of political.concepts, .. rights, and practices 

were part of English custom, thus a part of English common knowledge. Three 

strains within English politicaf traditions converged to define the lower class 
., 
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Englishmen's sense of right: Libertari~, Dissenting and Jacobin traditions. 

Though most Englishmen had no right to, participate in politics, ail were ~ 

protected by law under which all were equaf. Since the Glorious Revolution, the 

rule of la~~ Parliament restrained the arbitrary authority of the monarch. The 

j~stem, especially the right to Jury trials, prolected the indWiduul 

Englishman's rights against government. And indeed, many examplcs cxist wh cre 

Jurfes protected commoners from overly zealous governments. Juries frced Illen 

such as Hardy, Horne, Tooke and Thelwal, for example, .,after Jacobin societies 

were repressed in the early 1790's.53 Englishmen had the right 0 to equal protection 

un der thà law, freedom from arbitrary laws, and the right to a jury trial before one's 

impartial peers. Even an inkling of rights which protected expression of opinion 

existed such as freedom of conscience, speech, and press. These claims to a right 

found their origin in the English timited religiOlts toleranee of the 17th century, liS 

weil as literature and political philosophy, Milton and Locke. An Englishman's 

rights also defined personal freedoms: travel, trade, and the right to sell one's own 

labour. Last the m?st powerful sense of right was the sanctity of an Englishman/s 

home because, 
, 
if iver tbat bul1wark is broke down of every english mans bous being bis Castil 
than that strong barrer is for iver broke, tbat 50 many of our ancesters have 
bled for and in vain. 54 , \ 

These rights c1early defined the determinate social space in which the Englishman 

was free, for which much blood spilled. These rights also fashioned a sort of tine 

<ii;~e~ment dare not cross, without reflection, for fear of civil violence.55 

This libertarian tradition did not inc1ude the right to participate in the 

democratic political process, so only the wealthy and/or aristocracy could be full 

citizens. Yet self-government and freedom of conscience. were still familiar to ' 

ordinary Englishmen. The swinish multitude acquired their civics education from 

practical experienee in religious ~ovements, in particular, Dissent, and latcr 
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Methodism, whieh praeticed self-government. Through Dissenting traditions, 
, 

common Englishmen learned to organize and discipline themselves for other 

purp~scs, so that, in 1820, Southeyeould say, 

Perhaps the manner in which Methodism has familiariz\d the lower classes to 
the work of combining in associations, making rules for their own govemance, 
raising funds, and communi~atin from one part of the kingdom to another 
may be reckoned among the inc' entai evils which have resulted from it.56 

Indccd, there ;~s a certain wild ess about Dissent since, "tlle "ery anarchy of ~Id 

.. Dissent with its self-governing/hurches and its schisms, meant that the most 

unexpectcd and unorthodox ideJs m.ight suddenly appear - in a Lincolnshire village, 

a Midlands market-town, a! Yorkshire pit. ff57 This acquaintance with self-

govcrnment, mixed with traditions of free conscience, made Dissenting sects 

possible forcing beds for Radicalism.58 But their most lasting impact was upon early 

trade unions where Methodist forms of organizati3n, and internai democracy, 

bccame models for a rather different· sort of mo~ement. 59 

TIle French Revolution an~ EnlighÎenment political pb 'barpenec! a· 

I1CW edge to English politieal traditions. 1;'he rationalism of Tom Paine, expressed 

vividly in the pamphlet style, generated radical kl(as) amongst lower class 
, 

Englishmen; for this reason ,many English historians credit Paine as the father of 

. working class radicalism.60 Paine attacked English society for equating politicalr 

authority with tradition since, inevitably, ail history failed to justify inequality. 

( Some aristocratie ancestor was usualTf an usurper of some sort. If history cao not 

be trusted, society ought to be organized upon ahistorical principles; those which 

defined human nature, but which the human faculty of reason couId observe; and 

r 
from which, principles could be de~uced to organize social, economic, and political 

, r , ' , 
r 

liCe. For Paine, legitimate governhtent derived its authority from human renson 
\ 

based upon an understanding of fondamental natural and civil rights. "Natural 

rights," he said, 
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are those which appertain to man jn right of his existence. Of this kind are all 
inteliectual rights or rights of mind, and also ail thosc rights of acting as an 
individual for his own comfort and happidess, which are not injurious- to the 
oatural rights of others. Civil rights are those which appertain to man in right 
of bis being a member of society. Every civil right bas for its foundation some 
natural right pre-existing in the individual, but to the enjo)'!l!ent of which his 
individual~er is not, in all cases, sufficiently competent.61 

Paine rovided a simple a priori alternative to define legitimate governmcnt as well 

as principles from whieh socÎld institutions and praetices eould he buili. Ironienlly, 

Enlightenment met tradition since it was only beeause a sense of rights already 

existed that Paine's influence eould spread so quickly. Anothcr irony of Paine's 

ahistorical aecount of poUties is that it, too, becn tradition. Hcrc \Vas an 

alternative m~ans to define, pro!ect, and expan'd ekisrtngch~rished valucs, in a more 

radical way. 

Paine, himself, participated in republican revolutiottary movements in the 

United States, England, and France, so, in part, his legacy~ a revolutionary one. 

The, object of revolution was to create political institutiaJs which could bcst 

represent the common interest, something most social contract thinkers assumed to , , , . ' 

exist, in a11 communities,' just by virtue of being a community, Through(.~ 
'I! 

representative formalism, political conflict could be resolvéd through rational dcbate 

and deliberation: democracy. These institutions could only stand above confliet 

when the community agreed on the rules of the game~ Clearly'this sort of change" 

would have required revolution, sométhing England never had. Yet many . 
\ 

revolutionary societies were spawjl1ed throughout the century, such as the Jacobins, 

the syndieali~ts, and the communists, which, furthermore, influeneed other social 

institutions, and social change in general, if only to make the authorities rccognize 

their threat. Concerning trade unions, for example, Aspinal arguesthat 

The working class movement for social and politQal reform, whicb was 
inspired by the 1deas' of 1789' ... was, perhaps a more important factor in 
bringing the existence of trade unions to lhe notice of authorities than the 
r,apid progress of industry and the f~tory system of production. 62 
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And perhap Thompson and Hobsbawn argue Jacobins we~~ 

tionary ~ activity during the Luddite erà, Peterloo, the Cato Street 

conspiracy, 'as 'w 11 'as the peacefuL :Fetitioning for s~fferage rights.63 Like the 

modern communist, the Jacobin attempted to infIltrate and influence "many social 
J 

organizitions suah as trade unions, friendly secieties, and corresponding societies.64 

English working class movements related oEQglish political traditions to 

economic demands. Indeed, they ~ere more than ~illing to appeal to politics to 
; ... 1 

influence the economic forces which made~e miserable. A series of movements, 
~ , 

in the 1820's to 1840's, lobbied and petitioned parliament to regulate working 

... conditions in factories, Iimit the hours of work to ten per day for children, and to 

change the po or law system. These movements were weil organized middle and 
\ . 

working c1ass coalitions, from factory towns, which sought to influence the 

dcmocratic process. Not only did they seek change through democratic methods, 
1 

h •. d h 1 d' ", 'Il D' h f t cy .orgamzc t emse ves upon ernocrattc prmclp es. urmg t e actory , 
" <1 

movement, for ex ample , Yorkshire operatives organized 'short time committees 
1 

throllg~ut the factory districts, and campaigned by means of pamphlets,-petitions, 

~pubIic meethigs and new~papers.65 What makes ali tpis politica1? These movements 
~ 

bclieved the mie of laW could assuage economic laws. 

~ 
If we ,can separate our notion of poli tics from being related, for~ost, to 

. ~ 

polltical processes "and systems, a richer exp~ssion of the poli tic al edge in English 

1 working class discontent, and, protest, becomes clear. The f3;cto{ies and mines 
~ , ~ 

dehumanized men, women, and cliildren. This English, J~bin explajned the 

, industrial' revolutiolas a p;ocess wherein 

a large portion of'the ~eople were converted i~to ~ere machfués, ignorant,. 
debauched and brutal. . 

Whole famUies worked upwat<ls to 16 'and 17 hour~ a day so that, indeed, people 
, . 

btCame4fnaclires, igh<>rant, debauch~d, and brutal .. The effect was ~the separation 
.. 
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of familles, b~eaking up df households: the disruption of all ~e~ which link 

man's heart to the better portion of his nature - vit. hi( ~nstincts and socinl 

affection. ,,67 If Aristotle is a legitimate authority, to whom one can turn to definc 

what is political, then this economic development was a political problem; it eut 

community b~nds. And, after ail, Man is a secial being.68 

So, much working class econom!c discontent demanded the protection of Il 

2'ague notion of "the quality o~ life\o wliich, once linked to wage demands. bccamc 

known as a living wage. Perhaps the Webbs described this sentiment best. 

p Deep down in their he arts the organtzed workmen, even whilst holding the 
Doctrine of vested interests (that n trade was oners property bought by 
certain years of servitude which gives a vested right. p. 564) or acquiescing in 
that of Supply and Demand, have nlways cherished a feeling that one 
condition is paramount over ail, namely, that wages must be 50 fixed th nt the 
existinJbgeneration of operatives should at anY,rate be a~e to live by their 
trade. -

'':'' 

This living wage notion is not easily quantifiable by pay rates since it is rclqted to 

living, a social term which incorporates such intangible things as leisure, family Iifc, 

educatio~. and sa on. Though this notion relates "vested interests", and concepts 
o 

such as "supply and demand", which, now, set wages, it is also reminiscent pf thc 
, . 

Speenliamlan,d system, where the price of bread was related to wages and set by 

J~stices of the peace.70 Mother, even deeper, historical political tradition 

underscores this concept living wage since Parliament-madc law rcgulated wagcs 

through the Statute of Artificers (1534), in 4he 16th century. Again, more modern 

expressions of thitjradition WOUI~: be policies such as minimum wagc .Iegislation. 

So through' custom such p:actices, whose conce~n was the tradesman's ~ndard of 

living, became rights, protected by Parliament and:the Judiciary. Indeed, wc may 
, . 

push the living wage deeper, into religious traditions, since, "the labourer has a right 
4 

to expect bis maintenance.,,71 Here, then, categories of what was political, and what 

J was economic, folded in upon one ànother since the worker was çoncerne4 with'his 

way of life.' 
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Economic demands and politieal traditions came together in the community 

and fashioned a distinct working class worldview. Workers in their own 

eom~unities organized friendly societies and "tr'i.de unions, political clubs and 

parties, to influence econonll.ç and politieal systems, as weIl as their own self-

consciousness. Though friendly societies and later trade unions were organized for 

primarily economic purposes, their social practices and self-org;nrlZation, were 

democratic. In existence since the 17th century, friendly societies elected their 

officers, formed committees, published their rules, and deliberated about society 

affairs.72 Thus, by the time trade unions were legal, an understanding of self-

govcrnmênt was second nature. Indeed, the most fundamental democratic axiom of 

carly trade unionists was, "the most child like faith not~{hat 'aIl meh are equal' 

but that 'what concerns aIl should be decided by ~all.'"73 And over the years, trade 

unions us cd many models of democracy, from direct tu representative, and many 

forms of exccutive, legislative, and judicial sy:;tems of decision-making, direct and 

dclcgated. 74 Almost one hundred years later, t~e Webbs in lndusmal Democracy, 

would suggest that the state ought to leam from trade union"democratie experience, 

and alter the country's institution,s so that industrial prpduction and self-autonomy 

could be compatible. wlf the demoeratic state is to attain its fullest and finest 

devclopmentW
, speculated the Webbs, 

it is essential that the aelual .needs and desues of th~ human agents 
concerned should be the main consideration in termining the conditions of 
e~}'loyment. 7 5 

So in the trade unionv-,a model existed whic reconcile dernoeracy and 

eeonomie need. Indeed, sorne labour radieals wanted to go So fai as to actually nirn 

the country into a trade union, sinee a community of produeers did not need an 

aristocracy or a bourgeois eUte'. 

Politieal clubs and parties had a more tenuous exi~tence. Like trade unions 

they governed themselves democratically, and were part of the fabric of local 
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communities, yet their goal was clearly political change. Unlike trade llllions, 

politieal clubs could ~rovide economic seeurity, and were often supprcssed by 

the government. They did, however, project a vision of politieal rights, practiees 

and institutions from whieh more eeonomic seeurity eould be possible. Paine, for 

ex ample , led the Jacobin cIaim that a republiean polit Y eould providc limited social 

welfare programs for the elderly, mothers, the unemploycd, and rights for workcrs 

to bargain eolleetively. 76 Later, the Chartists related univcrsal suffcrage to "the 

means to sec ure every working man's 'right' to a good coat on his back, a good roof 

over his head and a good dinner on his table" 77, as well as a means .to generatc ther 

politieal will to regulate the indus trial revolution. 

In these politieal clubs and parties, the grand designs of Painites, Chartists and 

later, socialists ail penetrat~ communities. Through painstaking organizatiol1 

dedieated politieal activis~d to ereate a new' politieal force in cach eom1l1unity. 
, ~1 

These aetivists wrote pamphlets, distributed propaga~da, organized petitions and 

marches, and burrowed into other community in.stitutions such as co-operalives, 

trade unions, friendly societies and chape1s. From the corresponding societics of 

1790's, to the Chartist leagues of the 1830's, 40's, to the Yorkshire Socia,list Lcagcrs 

of the 1870's and 80's, these small politieal unions sprcâ'd the word. Most of ail they 

provided a chaice for political action within local eommunities. Indced, their projet 

shaped their communities' social thought, social action, and social instinct. 

Politieal choice and action did indeed succeed wh en conditions made a radical 

choice rational. Thompson, for example, argues Jacobins helped organize luddite 

activity in ·in order to train a revolutionary force. Luddism peaked at the end of the 

Napoleonic warll, when trade 'was depressed, and machines reduced the living 
. 

standards of weavers and stoekingers. Luddism also occurred in Yorkshire, 

Nottinghamshire, Lancashire, and so on, which were ail industrial communitics with , 
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long Jacobin and iIIegal trade union traditions.18 Clearly, sorne Jacobin influence 

was prescnt, as one Luddite prornised, 

and we will be governed by a just Republic and may the a1m~ty hasten those 
happy times is the wish and Prayer of Millions ln this land? ' 

In a very different case, sorne 70 years later, sirnilar local organization efforts 

produccd political fruit. In "Hom age to Tom Macguire", Thompson attributes the 

succcssfui rise of the Independent LaboLlr Party to long term political organizingby 

Labourite socialists, who were able to take advantage of a local strike, and the 

stupidity with which Liberais - and, Conservatives respondet1to '~g class 

grievances. That which made politieal action possible was tllat independ11abour 

had political expression in sub-politieal impulses within organizations sueh as co-

opcrativcs, trade u~ions, friendly societies chapels, and so on. Politieal possibilities 

lay enmcshed in corn munit y Iife. L 
From thcir weil organized cornmunity life, workers acquired a sense of self-

identity. The core concept, around which working class communities found this 

identity, was, of course, work; sorne labour theory of value. Thelabour theory of 

vaIue was so fundamental because il defined how man relates to nature and provides 

for bis needs. be 'bey for self-preservation. or self-expression as a human ~ 
For Englishmen, labour also had religious import. The religious value put upon 

human labour is clear, especially for the working class. Christ was a carpenter. 

The craftsman' s labour was aIso related to English notions of property rights since 

his skill was indeed private property; he had a vested interest from which he clairned 

the protection of British law.80 Eighteenth century political econorny, from Adam 

Smith on, used labour to ascribe value to cornrnodities. So, from classical political 

~ econorny, worlëers deduced different conclusions as ta how goods ought be 

produced, and profits shared. Interpreting Ricardo's theory of value, in which all 

value cornes from labour, sorne workers attempted to establish co-operatives so as 
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to set a just priee on labour.8l With Marx, tÀcNabour theory of value was linked to 

a political economy that promised the destruction of .capitalism, dler whlch, the 

workers would inherit the industrial earth. Justice, and the Iron Inws of politienl 

economy, would deliver humanity. Most of al1, however, the vnlue placed upon 

labour, whatever the eonceptual network, was an ethicnl concept which defined 

rightful hum an action, and the'good and just life. Postulnting the Rights of Nuture, 
... 

in the 1790's, Thelwal described a working class sense of right due l~\b!lUr: 

1 affirm that every "man and every woman, and every child, ougbt. to oblnin 
l\,. something more, in the general distribution of the fruits of labour, lhan food 

and rags and a wretched bammock with a poor rug to cover it; and thnt 
• wIthout, working twelve to fourteen hours a day ... from six to slx-thirty - tboy 

have )rclaim, a sacred and mviolable clalm to sorne moans of or sorne l 
mforma:foh-as may lead to an understanding of lhelr rights.82 • ) 

r J 

From l!lbour, Olle not only had ethical notions of justice, and the good liCe, but the 
1 

potential power to grasp it. 

The real strength and ail the resources of a country ever have sprung and 
ever must spring, from the labour of its people. The people wero those who 
had built towns who had made England what she is.83 

Clearly, the working class conceptual net cast 'round labour had many interrclated 

meanings: religious traditions, English property rights, c1assical politieal eC<}llOmy 

and ethical rightness, ail of which justified a working c1~ss claim to participate in the 

larger national community. 
---i"~ 

_/ 
For workers to collect their due, and altain sorne individual freedoms, they 

had to rely upon the eommunity. Working c1ass institutions, Iherefore, were 

concemed with self-help; social welfare policies and education. Friendly societics 

were the first institutions which provided its members any social welfare, ,and 80, 
, , 

protected their contributors against sickness, accidents and tcmporary , -

unemployment, since the 17th century.84 Later, trade unions became the princi~ 

institution through whicb the.e bene fils were o_ized and di.tributed. Throu~l 
co-operatives, which had always onlY,limited success, some workcrs attempted to 
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provide cheaper food and housing, or indeed, establish productive businesses.85 

The concerns, which became identified with trade unions, were expanded to inelude 

the national community by the early 20th century whep the Liberal government 

created health and workman's compensation policies, unemployment insurance and 

labour exchanges.~Edueation was also a crucial element in working class self-

autonomy because it "awakens within the worker higher cultural desires; it always 

awakens a feeling of self-respeet.,,87 Trade union~, Corfèsponding Societies, 

sociaJist parties ail emphasized knowledge and learning as one means to better 

individual workers, mobilize trade union and politieal activity, and inspire change. 

For this task; trade unions and political organizations ereated Iibraries and printing 

• 
presses, to make books available, and organized reading societies, to disseminate 

knowledge. This activity was essentially that of a university, for working class . 
people, to teach them political economy, educate them about their politiea! rights, 

and in sorne cases, ~ncourage revolutionary thought. In the early Jacobin 

corresponding societies, for example, discussion groups mulled-Over political events, 
" 

ideas, and Iiterature inc1uding Paine's collected works, Common Sense~ The Rights of 

Mali and The Age of Reason as weil as other tracts such as King Killing, The Reign 
) 

of the English Robspierre and The Happy Reign of George the Last.88 Through these 

educational institutions, many wQrking class men became sophisticated and erudite 

thinkers such as Paine himself, and later, Kier Hardie, as well as British immigrants 

to Canada, such as Willialn Pritchard. Perhaps Paine represents best the 

relationship between education and a working c1ass movement since, before 

beeoming a panlphleteer, he was an artisan, then ~ teacher. So, in a way, his 

success as a self-taught thinker, from humble origins, who stood up to tradition and 

authority, did express the ideals of his age. 

Trade unions represented the aggressive element in working class self-help 

sinee workers combined to stand up to the employer, enforce wage rates, and 
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control working conditions. Thus, trade unions were the most visible institution in 

English class conflict. It is not clear when modern trade unions cnme Into 
,a 1 

existence, though they have historical origins in mutual benefit societies, varions 

trades clubs and guilds.89 Trade unions came into existence through rcsistance 

against a process of liberalization of pr6âuction, meaning they orgaoized to protect 

rights formerly defined by Parliament.90 From the 1790's to the early 1820's, trnde 

unions got their definition from legislation, mostly the Combinntions nct of 1799, 

which made eombination of workmen, for the restraint of trade, a eriminnl offense. 

This, in eombination with Cornmon law, nnd the Master and Servant ncts, which 

both defined any breach of eontraet by the worker a crime, made the legal status of 
.. 

tnlde unions uncertain, -until as late as 1875. Even aftcr the rcpeal of the 

Cornbinations act (1824-5), combination for the restraint of trade becarnc so 

narrowly defined, by the Judiciary, that it, de facto, remained a criminal offence. ln 

1871, the Criminal' Law Amendment aet finally .freed unions fr.om eriminnl 

conspiracy trials due to restraint of trade. Yet it was not until 1875 when brcaeh of 

contraet, by a worker, was not considered a criminal offense under the Mastcr and 

Servant aet. So, until the 1870'.8, workers eould only join trade unions which did 

not restrain trade and break contracts, persuade other workers to do so, or 

intimidate workers who do not join.91 Sinee 1824, then,. workers eould only 

negotiate wage and working conditions; they could not legally enforee their_ 

demands. 

1 The origin of trade unio~s lay in crime. Since trade unions were ilIegal, the 

men who organized them depended upon loyalty to the community of workers, and 

more, eould not ~exist without sorne sympàthy from the r~st of the community. 

Trade unionists met in places where they eould not be eavesdropped' upon; the 

moors or pubs. Why- pubs? Because: In local communities a stranger was readily , 

identifi~ble. fI'hey took dramatic precautions; (\tey elccted their officcrs by aecret 
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ballot, yet did not announce the victor, save the Seeretary or Treasurer of the 

union, 80 that if one was caught, the organization would not collapse as el'sily. 

Members were 'forced to take oaths with strong religious undertones whieh 

cxpressed the seriousness of their conspiracy, and aIso, marked their collective 

suffering, their appeal ror justice, and their eommunity bond. And these oaths were 

brutally enforced.92 In luddism, sorne understanding of the community's solidarity 

and sympathy with illegal trade unionism is possible. Luddites were rarely caught in 

their eommunitics; and wh en someone did info~orities about luddite activity, 

they were, cxcluded from eommunity life. Indeed, c mmunities supported captured 

luddites at trials or in street demonstrations; and hen luddites were executed, 

fUllerals became public gatherings where the victims were aImost tanonized.93 So 

trade unions grew in an "illegal world in which secrecy and hostility to the 

authorities w~re illtrinsic to their very existenee.·94 

Trade unions were intimately related to English political traditions. Trade 

unionists. always feH their right to organize trade unions was legitimate, and the 

government's repression was not, by virtue of their understanding English politieal 

'tradition. For trade unionists, the C.ombinations aet unjustly took away rights 

elltrenehed Cn the Constitution sin ce the Statute of Artificers.95 Following the: logic 
~ 

of Painite Natural rights, trade unionists had civil rights to freely associate. Indeed, 

these were also eonstitutional rights and j\Jstified the existence of ftiendly societies 

already protected by statute sinee 1793.96 Moreover, the right to resist government, 

a right established in the aftermath of the Çivil war, a right intell~etually fashioned 

allowed the trade unionist to justify breaking wrongly fashioned laws. His 

of Iife was indeed English. 

Inextricably related to trade unionism and working class self-help was 

collective bargaining. It was a1ways a sensitive process while trade unions were 
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illega1~ so trade uhlonists fashioned elaborate mechanisms to communicate demands 

and enforce them. Craftsmen, one by one, would quit an obdllrate employer, 

seemingly without any collective demand; no one in the commllnity w6't'iTü "e 

available to take the cràftsman's place. Nothing said, no wage demands made, no 

visible community dissent. Yet everyone involved understood. There was a logic to 

the web of meaning englobing proper, and improper mastcr servant rclntiolls.97 

Other systems of collective bargaining may have been that of the tramping urtisan. 

In order to force a labour shortage, some artisans wOlild leuve the district, 

ostensibly to find work elsewhere. They had special curds to idelltify thcir 'feal 

pllrpose and passed on information concerning the local disputc.98 Obviollsly thcsc 

sorts of systems broke down when the gravit y of dcpressions bccumc rcgiollul or 

~ational in scope, so, often, violence against the employer, his propcrty, and black 

legs occllrred to make employers bargain. 

From the mid to late 19th century, collective bargaining becamc poplllar 

amongst trade unionists and some employers.99 It rationalized relations betwccn 

employer and ernployee; it managed conflict and production. For tradc 1I1lionists 

this brought obvious advantages since employer approval of collective bargaining 

presupposed the legitimacy of the trade union's-existence, and redllccd industrial 

conflict by preventing strikes which, often, strained the trade union's resources, and 

consequently, threatened its existence.1OO Employers had less to gain, but they did 

benefit somewhat. They soon found trade unions had a stake in their companics' 

-survival. Most of ail, sorne employers could exchange wage concessions for control 

over their production processes.101 The general acceptance of collective bargaining, 

then, projected possibilities that could eut two ways; it could rein force thc existing 

system, or project a new system of industrial relations. In the first case workcrs 

would acc~t their status as a unit of production, and through collective bargaining 

simply get more wages. In this way the individual greed principle - more - brought 
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the worker into the mainstream laissez-faire system.102 Collective bargaining, 

however, could also project society into a new direction by bringing trade unio,n 

democracy to the management of industry: the democratic control of industry.1°3 

The republicanism of Rousseau was stretched over the modern factory sinee, 

It is only when the resources of the nation are deliberately organized and 
dealt with for the bene fit, not of the parhcular indivlduals or classes, but of 
the entire community; when the admmistration of industry, as in every other 
branch of hum an affairs, becomes the function of specialized experts, working 
through deliberately adjusted common roles; and when the ultimate decislOn 
on policy rests in no other hands, those of the citizens themselves, that the 
maximum aggregate development of the individual intellect and indlVlduai 
character in the community as a whole can be attamed,104 

So collective bargaining was one means through which sorne thi~kers and labour '" 

activists believed larger social, economic, and politieal change could occur. 

Through trade unions and radical associations workers organized mass protest 

movements for economic and political purposes. Since these movements placed 

their faith in the power of people, they depended upon democratic participation to 

define both ends and means of social protest. So radicals organized mass political 

demonstrations to pressure Parliament for political, social, and economic reform. 
~ 

They sought political solutions to social problems. Indeed, the early struggle for 

trade union rights and manhood sufferage expressed the nature of English working 

class movements. 

The repeal of the Combination laws is the most important hist~!Îcal moment 

for the trade union movement since Parliament, for the first time, r'ecognized the 

labôurer's right to combine. It is also a masterful illustration of politics; radical and 

trade union political pressure combined many featurès of British political forces in .. 
order to achieve a social right. There were two acts which repealed the 

Combination laws, one in 1824, followed by another act one year later. The main 

differe~ce bet~een the 1824 and 1825 acts is that, in the former, trade unionists only 

reluctantly' supported the Parliamentary coalition for the repeal, whereas, in the 
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latter, a ,mass movement to proteet the gains of 1824 burst forth in 1825. Why did 

trade lJIlionists not support fully the first repeaI? First, trade unionists believed the 

framers of the repeaI bill, Place and Hume, were dogmatic in their laissez-faire 

philosophy. Indeed this was so since Place argued the repression of combinations 

caused combinations, and that freedom of labour to negotiate wages would make 

combinations unnecessary, due to the nature of the forces influencillg supply and 

demand for labour. lOS Second, Place and Hume had just sabotaged a bill, prcsclltcd 

to Parliament by Gravener Henson, which proposed not only repeal but Il 

compli.cated machinery for regulating piece work and settling industrial disputes.106 

Both Henson and the biU's sub~tance had the broad support of trade unionists, sa 

trade unionists distrusted the motives of Place ant Hume. Last, trade unionists 

feared that the laissez-faire kernel within. the Place bill may project furthcr 

destruction of trade union practiees.107 Once the aets were repcalcd, trade unions . 
D , 

came in to full public view; they organized workers, struck against employers, and 

violently coerced other workers to join trade unions and support strikes.10B So, in 

the following year, the employers demanded an industrial policy. Faced with this 

threat, trade unions stormed Parliament with protests and petitions, organized 

marches and meetings. "'Vigilant and intelligent men' came down to watch the 

parliamentary proceedings from Lancashire, Glascow, Yorkshire and Tynesidc."l09 

The possibility of revolution hung in the air, like humidity anticipates rain. Writing 

to Place, Doherty, the Lancashire cotton spinner leaders w~ned any attempt at arc-

enactment of the combination laws would result in a wide sprcad revolutionary 

movement.110 A compromise bill, then, was passed whieh re-established the general 

common law prohibition against combinations, but exempted those whose purpolle 

.1 was to regulate hours and wages. ll1 This meant that trade unionhlts eould not 

picket, force workers to join unions or strikes, or, force employers to change his 

business.112 AIl these eveots iIIustrate the sophisticated political consctousne88 of 0 
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the early English working-class. The trade unionists knew whicli bill to support, and 

why. Once they had achieved trade uniqn.rights, and then faced a political set-back, 

they retaliated with a complexly organized mass prote st which, indeed, featured 

English democratic social practices in it-self; they met, Iffiifched, petitioned, and 

formed their own parliament of workers. So indeed, trade unionist won their 

freedom to associate through complexly fashioned political action. 

Working class institutions also had political purposes. Many small working 

class societies, friendly societies and trade unions, politieal clubs and corresponding 

societies, participated in broader movements for political reform, especially those 

concerned with civil rights and universal manhood su~ferage. Though these 

movements were never llniqllely working class, sorne incidents have specifically 

working class ineaning in the st~uggle for democracy in England. One such incident 

is the massacre on Saint Peter's field at Manchester, in 1819, where eleven people 

~ were killed and 421 wounded. Sorne 300,000 people protested against the 
<Ct 

Combinatlon laws which allowed the government to repress political clubs, 

especially their press, as well as t,rade unions; so the protest was about freedom of 

the press and association, and manhood sUffrage-.113 The march was meticulously 

organized by Radieal societies apd trade unions; indeed, the protesters practiced 

their march by drilling in the fields around Manchestet in order to ensure discipline 

and order.114 The Manchester yeomanry, meanin~ local militia, savagely attacked 

the demonstrators. For Thompson, this was a "c1ass war" because the 

demonstrators were tradesmen, labourers and their familles, white the Yeomaiiry 

were merchants and manufacturers.115 The barbarity of the attack turned Saint 

Peters field into Peterloo, a symbol of working class suffering and martyrdom, for a 

just caus"e: civil rights and democracy. 

~ The Reform acts finally split the combined middle and workin~ class pressure 
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fo~age refom. Thougb tl\e sufferage movement was primarily led by the 

middle class, e~en from the~t days of the London Corresponding Society (1792), 

English artisans and tradesmen participated in the mass movement for llniversnl 

sufferage. By the late 1820's, and early 1830's, working class societies crentcd 

political organizations such as the National Union of the Working Classes, the 

London Workingmen's Association, or joined organizations such as the Birmingham 
~. 

1 Political Union "of the lower and middle classes of the people-.116 Debates within 

the NUWC concerned how the government could be forced to reform. Throllghout 

1831 and 1832, leaders such'll Lovette, Gast, and Watson pressed for a Grand 
r , 

National holiday, a one month general strike, which wOlild allow the -productive 

classes to assume contro~f the nation's government and reso~lrces.,,117 Though 
, \ 

'representative of intellectllAls and artisans, these leaders gathered influence rapidly, 

sa that, by October of 1831, they were organizing demonstrations upward ta 70,000 

strong.118 This sort of working class participation allowed the middle, class 

leadership ta pressure the government by threatening working class insurrectioll.119 

The govemment divided middle aid lower classes when it expanded sufferage 

rlghts. The franchise requirements, b~sed upon property qualifications, cxclllded 

most of the working class' so that in a city such as Leeds, with a population of 
1 ~ , , 

124,000, ~IY 355 workmen were now, ~ble to vote of whom 143, "are clerks, 

warehousemen, overlookers etc .. ,,120 When the bill passed, Edward Baines voièed r 

/ 

the enthusiasm,of middle class aspirations for social change, .. 

The fruits of Reform are to gathered. Vast commercial and agricultural 
monopolies are to be abolished. The Church is ta be reformcd ... Close 
corporations are to be thrown open. Retrench and economy thrown 
open.121 . 

The heyday of laissez-faire llberalism truly began. The result of the Reform acts was 

a middIe class 'betrayal of their working class ally. And, "of all governments, a 

govemment by the middle classes is the most grinding and remorseless.,,122 
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cxpectations. 

the working c1ass elements in the Reform movement had different 

In LanC~Shire, for Doherty, and' the National AssociLfor the 

Protection of Labour, wuniversal sufferage means nothing more than a power given 

to every man to proteet his own labou~ from being devoured by others.w123 I!1deed, 

many working c1ass organizations combined their claipt for universal sufferage with 

demands for factory reform, a 10 hour day for children, and the Anti-Poor Law 

campaign.124 Another theme \Vas a sort of syndiealism where, as this member of 

the Duildcr's union c1aimed, they , 
will ultimately abolish wages, become their own masters, and work for each 
other; labour and capital will no longer be separate but t!Iey will be 
indissolubly joined together in the hands of workmen and workwomen.125 

Discussed in the Pioneer, a rather different notion of Parliament appeared where a 

Honse of Trades, 

( 

must supply the place of the present House of Commons and direct the 
commercial affairs of the country, according to the will of the trades which 
compose associations of the industry. This is the ascendancy scale br which 
we arrive to universal sufferage. It will begin in our lodges, extend to our 
general union, embrace_~ jllanagement of trade, and finally swallow up the 
whole politicaI power.l~ . 

So the, claim for the right to vote, made by working c1ass activists meant that 

working people were, "reaching out ... for'"social control over their condition of Iife 

and labour /127 

\. 
f 

Working elass demands for universal sufferage resurfaeed five years later Jn the 

Chartist movement. Chartism grew out of the large industrial cities, in a period of . , 

economic distress,where industrial towns, such as Trowbridge, decayed, or 

Stockport, which was 'one of 0 the darkest smokiest hales in the whole industrial 

area.'128 And indeed, the Chartist demands w,ere 'sim~ to those of '31 and '32: 

universal sufferage and parliamentary reform; faetory legislatio 

reform, sufficient wo;k and sufficient wages.129 Huge petitions w 

Parliament; huge 0 demonstratioDs, marches and 1 meetings, 

, 1 
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however, did' not succeed. Trade, prosperity returned and underml'ned the 

movement's unity, and the trade unions turned to more narrow political and 

industrial purposes. 

From experien,?e in organizing self-help societies, and participation in social 

movements, working class institutions acquired more determinate )ocial practicc~ 

and institutions.' They clarified the relationship betweell politieal and 
, 

economic/industrial action, as well as their larger aspirations for social, cconomie 

and political change. During the early years, political and indust~ial protest wcre 
~ , 

less differentiated; during the rnid eentury, however,. trade unions llarrowly Iimitcd 

tlieir purposes and politieal action; ançl during the late 19th century, a more complcx 

politieal and indus trial projet re-emerged, re-integratéd within il hroad politicnl 

!- movement. 
, 1 \ l, / . 

, ,V ' 
ACter the repeal of the Combinatiq.W'aèts in 1824/5, trade unionists attemptcd 

. 
to create large national unions whose purposes were unelear; but grand in strategy. 

"That labour is the source of ail wealthlt was the potential ,"ommon bond; "that 
Ir , , 

wealth ~an be re~ined i" the hands of the producers by a univers al compact among 

the productive classes" was the potential new social order .1~O How would the 

transfer of power occur? A general strike, ~the mere 'passive tesistanee of which 
~ 

would, with0"4,violence or conflict, bring down aH existing institutions.,,131 This 

became the projet of organizations such as the General Union of Ail Trades, the 
, ' 

Géneral Un10n of the Productive Classes, the Builders Parliament, and Ba forth.132 

The most succesBful organizption to express these ideas was, however, the Owenite 

Grand Nàtional Consolidated Trades Union which c1aimed to have 800,000 members 

at its peak.133 Ils long term objectives were two fold: first, it tried ~o rationalize 

the st(qcture of combinations, control movements lor wage advances, co-ordinate 

tsistance for strikes; second, it woùld aid unemployed workers by creating 

" . 
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industries based upon co-operative production. l34 ,The Webbs argue the Grand 

National was part of a larger Owenite aspiration to create "a universal voluntary 

association of workers for productive purposes, whereas later authors, such as Hunt 

and Pelling, are much more cautious and focus upon its industrial relations 

purposes.135 Ali, however, agrçe that both purposes were present, a "jumble of 

ordinary trade union aims a~d communist aspirations.w136 The Grand National 

eventually fell apart in the mid 1830's when they could neither support, nor control 

strikes, nor resist the general repression of trade unions by employ.'!rs and 

government. From experience, working class activists learned one institution co'uld 

not do everythillg successfully. 

Lcarning from the failure of large general unions, English trade unionists 

cngagcd a more limited strategy, which became known as New Model unionism . 
• 

l'rade unions, such as the Friendly Society of Operative Stone masons, set the pace 

of a rather differcnt strategy for successful trade.unionism: 

No proposition of a political nature, beyond whï;lt bas been aIready alluded to, 
should be introduced, or occupy Its attention ... the only way to carry out 
these desirable objects satisfactorily .. is to consider and dispose of but one 
questIOn at a time. and, moreover to keep trade matters and polities as 
separate and distinct as circumstances will justify.137 

Tradc unions amalgamated into large, efficient organizations administrated by 

professional activists. Their leaders such as William Allen of the Amalgamated 

60cicty of ~ngineers (ASE), and Robert Appelgarth of the Amalgamated Society of 

Carpcllters and Joiners (ASCJ), among others, formed a clique of powerfullabour 
~ 

leaders informally called the Junta, drca 1860. The object of New Model unionism 

was to secure financial stability, accent friendly society services, stress "trade union 

solidarity, control strikes, and encourage co-operation with employers.13B• 

Throughout the mid 19th century, the Junta tried to legitimize trade unionism'; in a 

word, make trade unionism accepJable to middle c1ass Englishmen while preserving , 
basic trade \lnion principles such as the right to bargain collectively an~anize 
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trade unions legally. With these aims English trade unions adopted laissez-faire 

economic arguments for trade unionism, and engaged in limited political activity. 

In the mid 186O/s, Trade union leaders used the language of laissez-faire and 

hard nosed English utilitarianism to justify, collective bargaining. Berc, the Webbs 
, 

summarize the argument succinctly. 

They insisted only 00 the right of every Englishmao to bargain for the sale of 
his labour in the manner 'he thoug~t' ost conduclve to bis own Interests 
What they demanded was perfect dom for a workman to subshtutc 
collective for individual bargaining, e im2ined such a course to be for 'his 
own advantage. Freedom of assoc 'on ID matters of contract becnmo, 
therefore, the the rejoinder to -j employers' cry of freodom of 
competition.

139 
--

Though arguments such as this made the trade union movemcnt appear to he sliding 

comfortably into middle class England,.· behind il lay more Iraditional claims. 

Collective bargaining became the trade unionists' substitute for protecting the 

Standard of Life, a standard protecting wage earners from general dcgradati(m. In 

the past, the Standard of Life was protected, remember, through law and 

cust~m.140 Moreover, this laissez-faire twist, in mid century" did not rcstrict trade 

union support for political action in order to achieve factory reform, minimum 

wages, or Iimit wofking hours. 

Sorne politicaJ action was obviously necessary to sec ure collective bargaining, 

ana indeed, the right to associat.e in trade unions., So, much of the trade union 

history from the 186O's to 1875 concerned the fight for legal protection for trade 

union rights. Though the goals of. the Junta were c1ear, they had no systc!Datic 

political theory from whi~h to project political action.141 Rather, the Trades Union 

Congress (TUC), and its Parliamentary Commitlee, dealt with problems as they 

arose, which were usually caused by judicial Interpretations of the Cr!minal Law and 

Master and Servants aets. Through each practical situation the TUC acquircd 

pressure groups skills; it lobbied cabinet ministers, provided ministry officiais with 
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statistical in~ormation, supported individ.ual candidates sympathetic to TUC policy, 
,. 

and participated upon Royal Commissions which inquired into the affairs of trade 

unions, the conditions of poverty, and so on. Though clear on trade union 

principles, the politieal bent of the TUC was not; sorne leaders were involved in 
. 

sociàlist organizations, such as the International Association of Working Men, or 

main stream politieal parties, and, sorne did not participate in politieal organizations' 

at ail. Moreover, the politieal activity of the trade union movetrient was diversified 

somewhat because, the TUC encouraged the creation of local Trades Councils, in 

cilies, which inevitably became embroiled in municipal politics. Indeed, thèse 

municipal trades couneils were a means for the TUC to side step the traditional no 

politics rules of sorne trade unions. 142 
0 

Wh en the Docker's strike broke the surface of trade union eonsciousness in 

1889, the New Madel unions became 'Old Unionism'. In mid August that yéar, a 

small strike spread into a massive walkout of semi and u.nskilled workers, and 

erealed a union of over 30,000 members. The strike was &inancially seeured by a 

massive strike fund whieh banked the currency of Psympathetic English and 

Australian publie.143 Two trends made New Unionism new. First, unskilled and 

semi-skilled workers organized trade unions; second, poUlies and political parties 

plnyed n distinct role. Unlike the old craft unions, the new unions imposed few 

entry restrictions upon members sueh as skill qualifications or high union dueJl 
J 

which, formerly, exc1uded most labourers144 New Unionists envisioned a different 

sort of relationship between indus trial relations and political action. Tra~e union 

. fllnds focllsed sharply upon strike support; the Standard of Lüe problems assuaged 

by friendly society insurance schemes, under Old Unionism, was replaced by 

poUlical e(f~rts to control conditions of work through legislation. The General 

Secretary of the National Union of Oas-Wo'rkers and General Labourers argued, in 

1890, 

1 
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It is true We have only one bene fit attached, and that is strike pay. 1 do not 
believe in having sick pay, out of work pay, and a number of other pays .... 
The whole aim and intention of this union is to reduce the hours "of labour 
and reduce Sunday work.145 

""' 
Not only were New tt.de union leaders more political. the S11nl Democratie 

Federation (SDF), a political party, helped organize the new trade union Illovement. 

Indeed, the SDF was a Marxist party and professed a doctrine of state socialislll 
~ 

which argued that, workers "may themselves take hold of the menns of production 

and organize a Co-operative Commonwealth.~146 The party's policies demanded the 

general regulation of working conditions, and more precisely, a compulsory eight 

hour day.147 During the mid 80's, SDP activists fanned out, 10 mines and docks, 

where they preached organized industrial revoit amongst semi-skilled, unskilled 

workers, and the unemployed. 148 After the Docker's' strike, the socialist leaders, 

involved in the new trade unions, acquired a constituency of over 350,000 workcrs 

from which they legitimized a distinctly socialist worldview in the the Ellglish labour 

• 
movement. 

In the 1890's, the trade union movement turned toward politics for several 

reasons. Chronic unemployment led to a general, pervasive disenchantment with 

laissez-faire econornic doctrines, and so, put into question a political solution tn 

workers' problems.149 Since, in this atmo~phere, the radicals in the Old Unions, 

and the political activists in the New Unions gained popularity in the 1890's, internai 

pressures within the trade union movement forced the trad~nions t~ drift toward 

political action.1SO And politieal action acquired momentum sinee. il was successful. 

Through municipal poli tic al activity, trade unions, the SDF, the new1y formed 

Independent Labour Party, an<fthe Fabian society increased the quality of working-

c1ass life; they influenced school and poor law boards, forced employers to include 

"fair wage" clauses in municipal contracts, and they municipalized gas works, 

waterworks and urban transit.151 But, it was in another domain that trade unionis1s 
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turned decisively to political action. Trade unionists feared legal interpretation of 

trade union practices by the Judieiary, especially after the 1901 Taff Yale deeision, 

which made, trade unions liable for civil damage~ale meant that employers 

could now sue trade unions for their financial.fbsses caused by strikes. And only . 

Parliament could give the unions,legal immunities; only poli Aies eould solve this very 

specifie problem. So the decision to stress political action turned upon a complex 

web of general tendencies, praetical successes in municipal polities, and specifie 

reasons which related to the logic of the British politieal process. 

The need for politieal action forced the working-class s ial movement to 
o 

address British party poli~èS. Trade unionists and socialists had to de ·dp...f'1'I"'R1V 

further participation in the Liberal party, or their own politieal party. To the 

socialists, the answer was clear; the TUC, however, was retieent sinee the soeialists 

eould never present just one political party to represent working class interests. 

Tho politieal trends in the 1890's brought the trade unions and soeialists 

together. First, the TUC became inereasingly unsatisfied with the Liberal party; 

second, the socialists were able to uniCy around pragmatic polieies which suited the 

trade'unions' needs. Though the TUC leaders, at the nationallevel, had influence 

with the Liberal party, they were still outside, meaning few working c1ass MP's 

rcpresented trade union interests within the party. This refleeted problems at the 
o _ 

local constituency level. The Liberal constituencies associations were mana~ed 

mostly by middle class employers who did not support working c1ass candidates, and 

were hesitapt in supporting local working c1ass causes.152 Moreover, the Liberais 

were just not respOIiding fast enough, nor thorough enough, to suit the trade 

unions.153 Meanwhile, the SD~d ILP su'ecessfully convinced the Trade unions 

sorne independent poli tic al force was necessary, even if they did ndt completely 

agree amongst themselves what that force would look like. And indeed, the two 
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soeialist alternatives differed signifieantly. The SOP tended to be doctrinaire, and 

fuite clearly disapproved of trade unions, since they were unenthusiastie a~Jlllt 

revolutionary politieal action.154 The ILP, by contrast, \vas more flexible in ils 
. 

s<?cialist analytic tenets, accoinodative toward trade unions, and sympathetic toward 

ethical princip les from ,whieh society ought to be orgnnized. "The ILP," said Kier 

Hardie 

st arts from the assumption that the worker should be as free economicnlly liS 

he is supposed to be politically, and the instruments of production should be 
owned by the community.155 <:. 

Despite thelle cross pressures between their politienl methods and aspirations, the 

ILP and the SDP were able to co-operate so that an alternative working c1ass party 

formed which then ereated sufficient pressure from the left to inspire the Liberal 

party to legislate progressive reforms. So, indeed, the trade unionists and socialists 

edged closer to a fu11er, more systematie, co-operative effort. 

The years of political organization quickened, in 1906, and birthed the Labour 

party. As early as 1869, when the TUC- ereated the Labour Representation 

League, trade uniohs were eoncerned with elee!ing more working c1ass MP's.lS6 In 

1899, the TUC supported an ILP resolution for a separate politieal party which 

would represent trade union and working elass interests; 'the Labour Representation 

\ 
Committee formed one year later .157 Por trade union financial and orlWnizational 

support, the socialists agreed to minimize claims for radical politieal change. They 

replaced them with more pragmatic j}olicies, and so, accented social issues 8ueh as 

the protection of trade unions, and supported piece-meal social policies. After 
~ ~ 

1906, when the Labour party won 29 seat~, they paid their politieal debts. They 

p~essured the Liberal government to provide services sueh as rncals and mcdical 

care for school children, a non-contributory old-age pension, an cight hour day for 

miners, and a minimum wages act.158 
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Both the socialists. and trade unionists, however, were not satisfied. Sorne 

trade unions feared a loss of autonomy, especially when the stâte began to assume 

responsibilities traditionally held by Friendly soeieties; some socialists found it 

distasteful that the Labour party laeked a coherent politieal philosophy and did not 

pursue policies for sweeping social ehange.159 Some militants tumed to syndiealism, 

drca 1910, and did influence the development of the Triple Alliance, whieh was an 

alliance between the National Union of Railwaymen, and the Transport Workers 

Federation created just before the Great War .160 The syndiealists distrusted the 

mainstream trade union movement, and the politieal proeess, as a medium through 

whieh social change could oecur; rather they preferred indus trial union organizations 

for whom strikes could force industrial and political demands. Despite the 

syndiealist turn, the trade unions and Labourites stayed with the Labour party, very 

mueh a creation of the TUC, and thus, combined the English mainstream wo;~g 

class politieal traditions: a strong trade union movement allied to a political party; a 

party part reformist, ând part socialist. 

Through an historieal pro.cess, then, the English working class acquired a self­

identity in its community life. From national political traditions, the English 

working-class inherited beHefs concerning the worth of civil rights and faith in 

del11oer.acy. These beliefs struetured the mechanics of their own self-governing 

institutions such as friendly societies, co-operatives, politieal clubs, trade unions. 

These institutions provided a foundation upon which mass movements organized, 

through out the 19th century, to proteet or expaJ,)d English rights; Peterloo -

freedom of association, press, and universal suffèragej the Reform acts and 

Chartism - universal sufferage, faetory legislation, Poor Law reformj eombination 

aets - freedom of association in trade unions. From these early attempts to define 

working c1ass rights, trade union and politieal aetivists created more determioate 

social practices, systems, and models of class economic and political action which 
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culminated in a complex alliance between the Labour party and the TUC. So, 

indeed, the English working-class identity became flXed within n complcxly 

interrelated web of English traditions, English politics, and English cconomic 

relationships. 

This sense of self-identity was holistic, and the parts were so interrelnted Ihnt 

the whole is not easily broken down into its constituent parts. Politienl and 

economic action were not conveniently separable. In his address to the Manhood 

Sufferage and Vote by Ballot Association, Applegarth counselled, 

We do not wish you to relax one iota of your efforts in reference to the 
amelioration of our social condition .... Nor do we wish to turn our trndo 
societies into political organizations to divert thorn from thoir socIal objects; 
but we must not forget that we are citizens, and as such should have citizens 
rights Recollect a1so, that by obtaining these rights wc' shaH be able more 
effectively to securc our legitimate demands as unionists 161 , 

The concept that unifies political and economic concerns is citizenship, meaning 

that, ones status as a responsible agent was made possible through onc'8 social 

institutions. Through these institutions, the working man acquired an education, 

sorne economic security, an.d the capacity to judge the nature of the community'8 

interest, his own class interest and the national interest. 

Through lhis historical process, the English working class also acquircd 

standards from which they critiqued and judged their society. At the one levcl, 

national political traditions projected that standard, civil and political rights, from 

which the working-class could project just c1aims based upon tradition: the right to 
, 

exprèss political views in political associations, associations of workers with similar 

economic interests, and the expansion of citizenship through sufferage. Certain 

associations, viz. trade unions, came to represent the essence of tbe working class 

daims to traditional rights. At another level, there existed a conslstent pulse within 

the Radical tradition for refonn and revolutionj the Jacobins, Owenites, Syndicalists 

and Communists. Ali sought a transfer of power, though not necessarily through 
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violent means. They aIso had meet two conditions; that their projet de société would 

alleviated the present features of domination and protect, express, realize those 

English political traditions in a more autl).entic way, given tbe situation of modern 

society. Though the English are famous for their lack of revolutionary tradition, 

there was always hope, within radical circ1es, because, even the most conservative 

trade union passed onto its members a tradition of disobeying the laws governments 

passed which trampled upon their constitutional rights. If a transfer of power in 

revolutionary activity was not realistic, then some drive for a transition from a 

capitalist to socialist society was always possible. The transition might come from 

the practical activity of workers within the system, or from those working-c1ass 

activists who created new institutions from which social change could be projected. 

And, in England, for the English working class, that key institution was the trade 

union. Il was the central fenture in self-help institutions such as friendly societies 

and mutual insurance funds, the forming of the Labour party, and the projection of 
'( 

social policies and models for minimum wages, health insurance and workman's 

compensation, all implemented in the early twentieth century. Indeed, the right to 

organize a trade union was, now, part of the Constitution . 

.. 
IV 

In Canada, both immigrant groups fell back upon tbeir culture in arder to 

create sorne familiar social organizations in an alien land. Ukrainians Were most 

confused; they now lived in a land with an alien language, alien religions, and a1ien 

social, -economic, and political institutions. Yet once in Canada, certain Ukrainian 

traditions f1ourished, namely, an increased awareness of de~ocratic prnctices, since 
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political options, such as radicalism and socialism, were more ready-to-hnnd. Thes.e 

options were indeed realistic since Canada was an industrializing country. 

Furthermore, for many Ukrainiâns, their class practical experience and education • 
• 

would form in Canada. Englishmen were more at home; they now lived in a land 

, with the same language, religions,abd social, economic, and politienl institutions. 

And more, this ,country aspired to be British, and found its Identity in North 

America through its Britishness. Between the two ethnie groups, some c1ass ullity 

existed, through institutions such as trade unions and politicâl parties; in rculity, 

however, social inter~ourse mostly occurred between elite activists. So class 

movements were fractured ethnically. Of more concern to working c1ass activists, 

be they trade unionists, socialists, and so on,'was that there was no gcneral cOlllmon 

/' 

agreement as to how the movement, as a whole, ought be organizcd. So c1ass 

movements were aIso fractured ideologically. 

The dynamics of leade~ship within the Ukrainian-Galician community changcd 

dramaticallyonce in Canada. The clergy, comfortable in Galicia, did not follow its 

emigrating flock, at least in the early years. The radic~ls and socialists did. This 
F 

do es not mean the Ukrain,ian peasant ceased to practice his religion. Yuzyck 

attributes the readiness of Ukrl,linians to adapt and understand Cartadian democracy, 

in pu:t, to \he practical neetls of religious worship. "Forced to administcr ,parish 

properties, and religious services, Ukrainian farmers practiced dcmocratic lay 

control. ,,162 So, the least democratic Galician institution, for a few crucial formative 

years, was not a part of the Galician Canadian experience. In this leadership 

vacuum, le!t by the church, the smalt' group of intellectuals, sympathetic to 
, 

/ Drahmonoyian or Marxist socialism, who followed the immigrants to Canada, 

stepped in to lead the Galician community. 

The social structure, ioto which Galician Ukrainians emigrated, was conducive 

"69 ••• 



( 

( 

\ 

to the development of class movements and political activity. Canadian immigration 

policy combined the needs of Canada/s railway and resource extraction industries· 
'. 

with the larger neecl for a secure agricultural industry .163 So, at least fif~ per cent 

of Ukrainian farmers" at one time or another, were wage labourers before 

homesteading; indeed, 13 per cent of ail railroad Navvies were Ukrainian.164 

~ . 
Moreover, at least twenty percent of Ukrainian immigrants remained in prairie 

urban centres, 80 they were very much a part of Canada/s urban development.165 

This meant that, to exist, these Galicians dep~nded upon wages, not farming. Thus, 

thrown into Canada/s indus trial structure, with its modern wage, relationship, 

Ukrainians now faced different social problems, which, ultimately, were open to 

radical and socialist explanations of social relations and social conflict. 

The chytalnia was among one of the first Galician Ukrainian social institutions 

re-e8tablished in Canada. The Shevchenko· Reading Association, founded at 

Winnipeg in 1899, aspired to similar populist goals such ,as national, social and . . 
politi~al consciousness raising, as weil as the elimination of illiteracy, the discussion 

of social action and policies in the new land, and generally, the elevation of the 

pensant's economic, moral and political liberation. l66 The Ukrainian secular 

intelligentsia concerned itself with continuity of Ukrainian cultural aspirations and 
, 

prnctical action in the new land. 

o 
S~on, however, the Radicals and Social Democrats' split since the extemal 

prèssures that helped unify them in Galicia no longer existed in Canada. The right 

wing of the Radical party found its feet w!th the Liberal party. They counselled 

Ukrainians to strive for economic suc cess through the existing economic and 
. \. 

polltical system. For them, then, the raIe of the chytalnia, anQ otber Ukrainian 

institutions, included accenting cultural identity, educating~ people about the 

economic ànd political system, and manipulating Canadian party dynamics for 
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Ukrainian purposes. Indeed, a certain Thoma Yastrmsky created an elaborate 

Conservative party machine, in 1903, fropt which he could deliver 1,500 votes 

consistently in exchange for language protection and Vkrainian school tenchers.167 

The left wing of the Radical party, and the Social Dçmocrats, arglled the cconomic 

and political system must change and be reorganized on different prillciples. Agnin 

the labour theory of value strllctured an ethical worldview: 

(If) workers provide mankmd with al! its material goods and services they are 
entitled to benefit from thesÂbemselves. They -are entitled to have 
comfortable dwelhngs, good food, Eod and comfortable clothing and access 
to schoolsi>theaters and libraries.... 8 

. 

The role of the chytalnia, and other institutions, was to stimulate class 

consciousness amongst workers.169 So, in 1906, the s~cialists organized thcre own 

reading circle, and called it Taras Schevchenko )àcrucational Association, from 
, \ 

which other socialist organizations developed, such as the Ukrainian Pree Thought , 

Federation in 19Q7, a, Ukrainian branch of the SPC in 1907, and the Federation of 

Social Democrats in Î912.170 

\ , 
For the Vkrainian worker and s6eialist activist the politienl party wns 

• 1 

omnipresent. The Uk:ainian Social Dem~cratic Party (USDP) in Winnipeg W8S a 
1 \ 
l 

weIl integrated institution; it provided soci~l services, education; it acted as n job 
1 1 

exchange, and somer' es, as a trade union\. The party even provided a temporary 
1 
i 

boarding house. The e were also social acti1~ties such as dances, parties, sports, so 

Ukrainians could , et and socialize in a familiar context, in an unfamiliar land. 
1 

Consequently, the e manifold, tangible social services not only re-inforeed party. 
1 

1 

loyalty, but made 1 he Ukrainian political party something more than a politienl party 
1 • 

, ~promoted particular worldview .171 

Through he party, Ukrainian workers were indoctrinated into a elas8 

movement whe e they learned philosophy, social science. and so forth. The VSDP 

had a party p per, the Robotchny Narod, for party propaganda, politicaJ anaJysis, 
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and political debate. The party was also a sort of university: it had classes in 

political economy, organization, and revolution, as weil ,âs a library stocked with 

journals, texts and criticism.172 Most important, however, the libr~ and classes 
. ' 

provided a place to read and learn. The .purpose of the party, then, was to protect ." , Ukr&ian~ culture, protect workers in the capitalist system, and provide a means 

through ,Which workers could intern1ize the socialist worldview. ) 

Part of VSOP practical activity concerned organizing trade unions. "so~ , 

Democraéy", one p~rty activist wrote, "represents 'the working man. The trade union 

movement and politieal movement are the two ~rms; we can not work with one 

arm.H173 Along with the expression of Marxist principles, the USD~ platform 

included practical social reforms which addressed social and political issues such' as 

a legislated eight hour oay, and the abolition of the Canadian senate. So the 

political task was nthe overthrow of capitalism and establish the co-operative 

commonwealth", yet bound within a reformed democratic process with expanded 

sufferage and better representation.174 Workers, ànd their trade unions, needed 

political support. The VSOP also directly acted upon wqrkers trade union needs. 

The partY .organized the unernployed and led demonstrations ~or "bread and workHj 
~ , 

in 1914, for exarnple, sorne 2,000 unemployed Vkrainians 1l1arched through 

Winnipeg city streets.175 Ouring Winnipeg's wave of s~rike'S in 1917-18, the VSOP 

also helped Vkrainian tabourers, in the construction industry, win collective 

" bargaining rights and tr~de union recognition. The VSOP aIso encoutaged 

Ukrainian workers to join syndicalist u:nions such as the IWW.176 So, by the 191<Ys, 
~ 

the Vkrainian comrnunity had a weil knit socialist; working class movement which 

related Marxist social science to pragmatic political and trade union activity. - , 

For most UkraiJ},jan labourers the mainstream trade union movement was 
, . , 

indeed remote.- The North American syndicalist un!ons_ filled this lacuna left by 
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craft unions, accessible ta unskilled cast European 
. 

labourets. In Winnipeg, for example, an IWW branch existed with about 400 Polish 

, and" Ukrainian members.17i Since the Wobblies serviced mne~ant workers in 
" 

lumber and mining camps, their co~stit~ency was highly mobile.: ln mnny 
- , 

communities the IWW built halls, ,stocked libraries, and gave lectures and seminnrs 
; 
l' " 

on poIlties and economics from their own peculiar perspective. Wbbblics put thcir 

faith in the industriaI union as the most naturaI politieal as wel~ as industrinl 
<t 

organ~zation, from which, the class :.truggle could be engaged and the trunsition to 

socialism forced. Between politicai and indus triaI netion a line did Ilot cxist. 

Un able to mediate the sociaIist transition through any~ politienl proccss, the 

Wobblics argued the class war must be fought at the job site. They counsélled l11aBB 

t 
strikes, indu~trial violence against capital, which would culminatc in olle gcnernl 

, 

strike, one bold stroke, against the en tire capitalist system .. Indeed; the general , ' 

st;ike becam~ the Wobbly souci. It consumed their philosophieal energy nnd oleet 
\) 

them unthinking about the structure of ,the soci~ order after the deluge. Because 

they assumed an industrial dispute strategy was equivalent to a sociallelos, they lost 
.. 

perspective on the social relations beyond their lumber and mining camps. 

Apart from revolut~onary '-~Yndicalism, 'eastern and southern Europeans were 
/, . , , 

..r 

also exposed _ to, the IWW's formidable coneern for "civil rights. j Indeed, their 

ul}con1pro~i~lng struggle' for civil rights, espeeially' free speech, association and' 
-,., It ' • 

assembly, was well known, and 1ater, romanticized by Wobbly bards such as Joe 

Hill. One practice was particularly 'effective. When a city -govcrnment, such as 

Vancouver's, in 191~, ~Uld harass IWW ~treet orators, and ban their righlto speak 

on politieal issues, Wobblies from throughout 'the West would descend upon tlle, 

c errant city, march in its streets, and disobey its flawed la'Y .178 

Little is known .. however, about the east and south" EUropeans 0 who were 
1-
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altracted to syndicalism. Sorne historians such as A.R. McConnack take this view. 

B C Wobbhes had explicltly advocated sabotage for sorne time. The tactic 
Iikely had great a~peal for eastern and southern European immigrants, pre­
modern workers, who had trachtlOni; of machine breaking and direct aehon 

179 agamôt üppresslVe employers 

Given the brntality ~f camp Iife, and the oppressive authority relatio,nships on the 

o job, where overseers did not quite view the eastem European as completcly human, \ 

the willingness to tum to revolutionary organizations and violent conflict is 

undcrstandable. Yet, from the IWW organizers, immigrants also became familiar 

with political and industrial conflict, and concepts which included general strikes 

and civil rights. J 

Cleurly most Ukrainian peasants did not understand completely the various 

socialist social movements, trade unionism and syndicalism or democracy and civil 
'1 1 

rights. Most still suffered poverty, and misery, tangled in the mesh of ignorance and 

superstition. What is important, here, is that Ukrainians were in the process of 
1 

awakening. For sorne, like this labourer below, concepts such as Bolshevism were 
; 

intcrpreted through a vague millennial vision reminiscent of the Zaporizhian sich. 

(BolsheVlsm means) equal rights for men and women, no child labour, no 
poverty, mlsery or degradlltion, no prostitution, no mortgages on farms, no 
revolting bills for machinery to keep peasants poor till the grave, no sweat 
shops no long hours of heavy toil for a meager existence but an equal 
opp6'thmity Cor a1l, a liCe made worth living with uItimate possibilities to ail, 
aided by a splendid mochinery to make (the) earth a reaJ paradise where 
nothing but happiness can prevail .... This is Bolshevism.180 

For those Ukrainian immigrants who found themselves in exploitive capitalist 

rclationships once in Canada, an authenticeainian cl~ss movement existed, one 

alternative 10 which tbey cOllld tum. Ukrainian socialist activists and instit4tions 

brought UkrjÜnian traditions to Canada, and thus created sorne continuity petween 

old and new cOllntries. From the old, country Galicians already had experience 

organizing social movements within a constitutional monarchy. They aIready had 

.' 
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political and economic concepts, and indeed, some which reachcd as far back as 

Kievan Rus and the Zaporizhian sich. Other econornic and political concepts 

• 
originated in Radical and Social Democratie political theory. Once in Canad"l, , 

other social movernents with similar aspirations also existed which could be reachcd 

through Ukrainian-Canadian institutions to initiate sorne co-ordinated social action. 

1 

The British tradesrnan alsq brought hi,s working c1ass culture to Canada. As 

one artisan claimed, fi 

Unionism is bred ioto your blood over there. 1 was born into it myself; l'va 
been a member for 35 rars. 1 can't conceive of aoy circumstaoce in which 1 
would leave the union 81 

This sentiment was expressed in the life-world of British immigrants; thcir family-

life, education, church and economic sUPRort structurcs, fricndly socictics, tradc 

, unions.182 

For those British tradesmen who came to Winnipeg, a vibrant trade union 

movement already ~xisted. The first unions, in the 1870's and BO's, were fO~l11cd by 

skilled printers who were followed by the transportation unions, building and Illctal . 
trades unions. 183

0 
Moreover, sorne Winnipeg unions were branches of British 

\ 

unions, such as Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners, established in 

Winnipeg in 1881," which later merged with the International Ass01ation of 

Machinists. l84 Though craft unions dominated the trade union lllovcme1t, public 
, 

sector unions, such as the water works employees, were organized as well as 

sporadic labourer' s unions .185 As in Britain, a city wide trades and labour cou ne il 

was organized under .the auspices of political organi~tionf and trade unions. Arter 
Tf • ~ 

two attempts to organize a trades ànd labour council in the 1880'8, the Winnipeg 

Trades and Labour Council (WTLC) was formed in 1894, with ten affiliated trade , ' 

unions, which printed a publication calted The Pe~ple~ Vôlce.1S6 The WI'LC's 
- 1 

purpose' waS to provide a medium through which trade unionists could discuss and 
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form common trade union, industrial, and political policies. This was indeed 

similar to the British experience sinee the WILC supported an independent labour 

party, as early as February 1895, and organized a labour coalition in 1899, in .. 
conjunetion with the Winnipeg Labour party, to elect the editor of its journal, A.W. 

Pultee, to Parliament.187 

The British experienee certainly. influeneed the development of Wintttp'eg's 

Labour politics. following the Independent Labour Partys (ILP) successes in the 

1892 British gencral election, Winnipeg Labour aetivists enthusiastically agitated for 

their own independent labour party .188 These activists, primariIr A. W. Puttee, were 

influential in founding the WTLC, as weil as the Winnipeg Labour party whose 

purposc was 

to study 1 economic subjects affecting the welfare of labour and the 
promulgation of information regarding saIge; and aIso to seeure for labour a 
just share of the wealth it produces by su eh means as obtaining representation 
from our own ranks in the Parliamentary and municipal bodies of the 
country. 189 

Labourism, as a politicnl ideology, was diffuse meaning Marxist, ethieal socialist, 

christian socialist and liberal tenets came roughly together" mostly upon a 

producerist critique of capitalist society.190 The ethical humanism which . .,. 
underscored Labourism was dear sinee it concerned the physical and spiritual 

development of the worker in the eapitalist system. The regulation and reduction of 

hours of work, for example, meant Ha stepping stone to a higher state of .. 
civilizationH because, Hlong hours of labour have a tendency to stifle the intellect, to 

impâ1r the energy and the vital organs of the body and to reduce the opportunity for 
. . " t .•• 

, physical and mental improvement ... 191 The ILP did nof support revolution. It 

chose, instead, the British Labour PartyrruC model of political and ,industrial 
, -

action to reduce in the inequalities of society, within. the existing political proc~ssr 

and so, improve t~e quality of worker's lives.192 Their policies were pragmatic, and 

thus addressed issues such as UDsafe faetories, long hours, fair wages, and unfair 
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municipal franchises. 193 Though Labourites never fully succeeded in thelr efforts to 

create a unified labour movement, they came close severa! limes as their Labour 

Representation Committees garnered the support of trade unions willing to affiliate, 

~contribute funds, and organize votes.194 

One can not separate the influence of trade unionism Ilnd Labour politienl 
, " 

education upon English Canadian skilled workers too m\l& since both helpcd Corm 

the individual as a c~mplete person. "Their libertarian style of workw wrole Craig 

Herron, 

their rugged shop-floor equality, the self-respect Ilnd pride in 
accomplishment, the spirit of comradeship, nourished in the workshop, 
construction site, or mine reinforced in their craft unions, were all carried 
out ward to social and political relationships in the wider community.195 

Their working lives, political and economic views ,were interrelatcd so that one 

could not alter the part without akering the whole. 

, 
Vuch to the left of the JLP, the Socialist Party of Canada (SPC) was another 

, 
Anglo-Saxon dominated radical party. Following precise notions of party 

"J' organization and discipline, the SPC was a tight knit core of activists whosc role wns 

to indoctrinate the masses with revolutionary theory; they were preachers.196 So the 

role of a socialist party,-and a socialist activist, was that of an educator. For the , 

SPC, the electoral system was only one means to verify the extent to which their 

lessons diffused amongst workers, and so, test the general "level of c1ass 

consciousness.w197 ,Th;ir message to the eleetorate was that of Impossiblism, whieh 

simply meant that capitalism could not be reformed.198 ~the system, 

workers must control the state sinee, 

By means of the state the workers have heen held in subjection, and by mè!'l!s 
of the state they shall be emancipated. The state is that wbich guarantees to 
the master class. ownership of the means of production .... The state is the 
sword of the ~aster class. It live~ by the sword and by this ,word it shall 
pez:isb.199 

1 
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ln a sense, the SPC was right to question the reformist strains in other socialist 

parties, especially from the perspective of sorne workers sinee sorne employers did 
, 

not necessarily obey laws; as Bill Pritchard of British Columbia argued,for example, 

/lthey had the finest ... coal mine regulation act in this province (and) it is violated 

every dayand in every clause.w2OO Trade unions were worthless since they "diverted 

working men from the true cause of revolution/ and existed " ... solely as part and 

parc el of the capitalist system of property in the mea~s of wealth production. ,,201 

Indeed. trade unions were only legilimate if 'hey con(u~re\f", power for the 

purpose of abolishing c?pitalist owne~ship of the means of P~~:u,ion .... /l202 Yet 

not ail SPC activists and leaders were so dogmatifs-nu tha , especially those who 

were clected to Parliament, or trade union executi es; indeed, t ese men were often 
" " criticized for broadly interpreting SPC Marxis - soci~m Of the SPC's 

behaviour, Ramsay MacDonald aptly described it as such; 

They are grinding away" at their cold aggressive academic, formulae about 
'class war', "economic determinism', 'a class proletariat', and everyone who 
does not agree with them is a fakir or scoundrel of some degree'or other.204 

... 
Through the SPC, English and Ukrainian socialism first had intercourse. The 

SPC helped organize many east and sou~h European immigrants into socialist 

parties. Meetings were held and propaganda printed, in as many languages as was 

necessary: Russian, Hebrew, polish, Ukrainian, Finnish. Indeed, in 

every speech reference to the founder of scientific socialism, Karl Marx, was 
noted, thus demonstrating a common source of inspiration and proved that 
the questions discussed were from a strongly proletarian view point.205 '" 

The bridges between ethnie groups were fashioned by. versatile, perceptive SPC 

organizers such' as Jacob Penner who describ,ed his activity in this way. 

Our small socialist group (SPC) in Winnipeg was growing, and being 
constantly on the lookout for new recruits, we concluded that there. ~as a 
likelihood of finding sorne socialist minded persons' among European 
immigrants sinee the labour movement in Europe at that time was on a higher 
level than in Canada. Since 1 could speak the language of sorne of these 
groups, 1 was delegated to contact people in their organizations as part of our 
recruiting endeavors. 1 began attending concerts and other cultural activities, 
arranged by these immigrant organiZations, became personally acquainted 
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with many of thelr numbers and some were quite enthusiastic ... and became 
active supporters of our aim.206 ' 

Winnipeg's North end, eastem Europeans eonstituted the bulk of SPC support, 

and playe'd a more significant role th Anglo-Saxons.207 Nine SPC loeals existed, 

which had a newspaper with a 'reulation of 2000.208 Moreover, the src relied 

upon Ukrainian aetivists sueh as Herman Sliptehenko, in Winnipeg, who )rgnnizcd 

many Ukrainians in south eastem Manitoba.209 But at no time wa British 

domination threatened in the broad seope of party aetivity, nor was there an attempl 

to integrate ethnie groups in SPC loeals.210 

Betwéen 1910 and 1915, the SPC became seriously dividcd and eventual y split . \ 

for two reasons. First, the ethnie groups affi1iated to the SPC came into c~l1met 

with the ehauvinistie English party ~lites.211 The SPC leadership attemptcd to \nake 
, \ 

English the working language of the party administration and wllnted to re~trict 
. \ 

"eultural" activities. Most of ail, however, many cast European socialists, inc111~ling 

Ukrainians, eriticized the SPC for thcir other worldly dogmatisl11. Popovich, a 

Ukrainian SPC activist at the time, tells us why. 

o 

, 
(The SPC) took no part in the struggle for the lmmediate needs of the 
people, holding that the quicker the living standards of workers deteriorated, 
the sooner they will eome ta understand the neeessity of overthrowing the 
capitalist system. That's why it opposed a program of immediate demands . ", 
opposed a program of reforms. It also refused ta join an organization that 
was too reformist. It also took a negative attitude to the workers trade union 
movem6nt .... That's why it became an orgamzatipn of aeademie philosophie 
debating club, incapable of guiding the politieal and eeonomie struggle of the 
working class.212 

1 

Unlike the Marxist parties in North America, of the SPC's ilk, eastem European 
, 

parties were more pragmatic, weaving into Marxist politi~al thought the gradualisffi 
1 

of Edouard Bemstein.213 So, in 1910, the Ukrainians, along with R.A. Rigg, Jacp~ 

Penner and others, helped form the Social Democratie Party.214 ln the newly 
. 

formed SDP, then, the Ukrainians maintained their cultural identity and their 

participation in a' broader Winnipeg class movement. 

, 
\ 
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Though both Ukrainian and English Canadian immigrants brought their class 

culture to Canada, they did not necessarily acquire a general sense of elass unity and 
1 

consciousnl!ss. Indeed, the antipathy toward immigration, expressed by the TLC, 

wa, hostile and overtiy racist, so eastern, southern, and central European 

immigrants hardly felt weIcome by the craft trade union movement. English working 

c1ass immigrants did their best to disassociate themselves from the more unfortunate 

foreigners. They praeticed sorne ethnie exc1usivity tà proteet their favoured status 
... 

as Britons which, indeed, ensured more opportunities for good jobs.215 The English 

)\ were better than anyone else, as this Staffordshire maid in Winnipeg elearly implied 

when she said, "to tell the truth, 1 didn't bother with any foreign people. 1 was too 

\ 

, i ' 

English for that. ,,216 And the average eastern European immigrant, most certainly, 

Celt this hostility, and reciproeated with a certain resentment. This Ukrainian, for 

example, rhetoricallyasked, 
1 

Who leveled the mountaif.s from sea to sea'! ... who built the railroads and 
cultivated this wasteland rhere formerly only the wind howled'l 

"We", he answered, 

the victims, who today arc being tortured ,in a manner reminiscent of the 
Christian capti~es held by the Turks 500 years ago ... make our case known 
sa that ail Ukrainians and ail nations of the world roay see how the blind, 
"civilized" English chauvinists and their hangers on treat foreigners.217 

And, moreover, east Europeans felt they could not criticize Canadian so~iety unless 

" ... you were British .... But if you weren't they blamed it on your bae~groun~. You 

were a communist .... ,,218 

A:lthough each ethnie group did not a1ways r~ard each other fondly, there was 

sorne forum for rapprochement sinee working class institutions, su ch as trade un~ons 
\ 

and political parties, ,demonstrated' sorne common sense of unity and clilSs 

consciousness. Within the trade union mov~~ent, English Canadians and eastem 

European immigrants could meet in industrial unions such as the IWW, and the 

-United Mine Workers of America. 2~arking the influence of immigrants upon 
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labour organization in the United States Victor Greene argued, 

far from weakening labour organizations, the Polish, Lithuâninns. Slovak and 
Ukrainian mine workers and their communities, supported lobor protest more 
enthusiastically than mony other groups' and were essential to the 
establishment of unionism per~anently in the coal flelds.220 

In the mining and lurnbering communities, in the B.C. interior, these immigrants 

participated with their English speaking leaders and, co-workers in tlluny flerce 

indus trial strikes, and so, acquired "a pronounced sense of class consciOllsness.,,221 

Despite the fissiparous nature f&,f Winnipeg labour politics, prior to the Grent 

" , War, sorne class unity trurnped serious ethnie divisions. As menti~ned above, 

Ukrainian and English Canadian soeialists did correspond through their politicnt 

parties sueh as the SPC and SDP. After years of organization in Winnipeg's North 

end, the SDP's political activism bore fruit when R.A. Rigg won a scat in the 1915 • . 

provincial election. What made this significant was that Rigg, an English immigrant, 

beat a Ukrainian Liberal in the North end.222 Moreover, a comrnon sense of unit~ 

often bridged ethnie diversity, especially wh en sorne principle such as civil rights 

was in question. When a Russian revolutionary, narned Federenko, was threatcned 

with extraditioy for his political views, the Winnipeg labour movement stood 

squarely behind hirn and suceessfully lobbied the Canadian Parliarnent to deny the 

Russian governrnent's request.223 Again, in 1918, Anglo-Canadian socialists stood 

with eastern European immigrants to protest the the conviction. of Michael 

Charitinoff, former edit or of the Robolchny Narod, for possession of prohibited 

literature. So c1ass solidarity was an important factor in WÏÏinipeg, in electoral 

politics, and, in defeuse of civil rights. 

Despite the graduai successes in the fashioning of a common c1ass interest, the 
, " 

fact still remained that Ukrainians simply understood class poli tics diffcrcntly from 

their English brothers. Characterizing the English trade unionist the Robprchny 

Narod explained, 
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They aren't interested in politics, except when it is a matter of how many 
dollars lt will bring them ... when one considers the EngJish working class ... 
they have no class consciousness and their social democratic movement 
(political party) is very weak, greatly weaker than the Ukrainian. ln truth the 
greater part of thern are organizing into unions but these unions are not 
interested in anything. Each of them belongs to union because the union 
assures hiJll of higher pay. 224 

What the Robolchny Narod really meant to say was that the English working class 

did not have a consciousness like theirs. Like Uktainians, the English were only 

following their working class traditions of trade unionism developed in the oid 

country. So Ukrainians and Anglo-Canadians found ~t diffieult to find their feet 

with one another. Cultural differences made the aIready dif~eult task of forming a 

unified c1ass movement even more difficult. 

v 

Both Ukrainian and English immigrants were born into societies ~ith politieal 

traditions which included demoeratic praetices and con cern for civil and politieal 
( 

rights. The Ukrainian understanding of political theory was indeed le~s c9mplex 

than that of the English since they never had astate nor a distinct political elite. 

Once the Austro-Hungarian empire swallowed Galicia, in the 18th century, 

Ukrainians acquired an understanding of the rule of Iaw, the nature of the 

bureaucratie state, and the practices of a cônstitutional monarchy. As the 

Ukrainian eommunity organized, Ukrainians began to appreciate, and use, basic 

Ub~ral freedoms such as demoeratic formalism, village government, party systems, 

freedom of expression, association, and other civil liberties. For the Englishman, of 

the 18th century, rnany of these notions were birthrights: certainly sorne ci~ 

liberties'and the rule of law. Regarding political theory, Britain had a long tradition 
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whicb, by the t9th century, included commoners and artisans such as Paine and 

Thelwal. lndeed, the political system's logic was weIl understood by most 

Englishmen and defined the means and substance of reform since many groups 

such, as the Cqartists, equated parlirunentary reform with concrete raising of living 
1 • 

standards. For \ both Ukraini~ns and Englishmen, then, knowledge of delllocrncy, 

ci~il and pOlitiC~ rights was available along with an understanding of the mcnning 
1 

the se concepts hrd, for them, in their daily lives. 
1 

1 

Each ethnie group also acquired a certain sense of community bonding and 

spirit. Suffering within oppressive economic and politieal socinl relations, they 

generated a common grievanee, an understanding of self, and consequently a 

community, within their respective cultures. For the Ukrainian, the solidarity of, 

and the loyalty to, the village commune was a higher dut Y th an toward the lord. For 

the English, loyalty to Ned Ludd, or the fearsome rituals and oaths associated with 

early trade unionism, expressed the seriousncss of the need for solidarity. It was 

through prote st that the community reinforced its solidarity. The principle is a 

simple one; that people sharing confliet against a common enemy reinforces the 

group's identity. The Ukrainian peasant strike, the English march and petition to 

Parliament, are routine examples of conflict which created community bonds. 

Within these oppressive social, economic, politieal relationships both Ukrainians 

" and Englishmen ereated new institutions which hardened and systemized thcir 

grievances from which, further community solidarity would be possible: trade 

unions, co-operatives, political clubs and parties. 

" 

\ 

\ " 
"HistoricaIly rpe,king/ wrote Hobsbawn, . \ 

the process 'or bVildiog new institutions, oew ideas, oew theories and t&ctics 
rarely starts as a ~eliberate job of social engineering. Men live surrounded by 
a vast accumulatioJ;l of social devices, and il is oatural to pic:k t,be most 
sfiitable of these, and to adapt them for their own (and novel) purpose •. 225 
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Indeed, in both Galicia and England, working-class social movements d~veloped, 

and then pursued economic and political purposes. In Galicia, the economic 

structure was not conducive to the proletarianization of the craftsman and labourer, 

except in isolated cases, such as Bqroslav's petroleum industry. Here, a Marxist 

cadre did organize a typical working class movement. This did not Mean the bulk of 

Galicians had not become acquainted with socialism _ since, after all, the peasant 

farmer was being proletarianized. So a Drah?manovian agrarian socialist party and 

program gained popularity. Once in Canada, however, with the nation's economic 

structure influenced by a modern industrialization policy, Ukrainian socialist parties 

and trade unions became an authentic Ukrainian option. Sin ce Britain was the first 

country to industrialize, Englishmen developed a more complex class movement. 

Trade unions developed many varieties of internal administration and democratic 

practices, rationalized collective bargaining and strike strategies. Working class 

politlcal clubs and parties defined many different ways of expanding wor~ing class 

political rights, and so,' projected a variety of politicâl theories and programs for 

change, both reformative and revolutionary. Both Ukrainian and English class 

movements had similar ethical principles, especially sorne labour theory of value, 

wbich justified tbeir claims to a better life due them by virtue of their status as 

producers of social wealth. Last, workers aspired to emancipation from oppressive 

social relationship~ which, in some way, was related to democracy. Indeed, both 

Ukrainian and English working c1ass movements claim~ to be agents and defenders 

of democracy. 

Thougb each culture had working class rnovements, tbey were not the same 

and indeed differed in important ways. Both Ukrainian and English culture had 

working-class movements in which trade unions, and politic~ parties complemented 

the particular goals of eacli institution; trade unions assuaged the immediate needs 

of '/Prters, while parties projected broader, deepe,r social change. li the two ethnic 
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groups differed, they did so in tenns of emphasis, within the conte,xt -of thesc 

complexly related working-class ,institutions. For Ukrainians, the politieal party wns 
l 

th~ fir~."cla';s'Jnstitution organized. It provided for immedinte needs. For the 
"'--

English, the trade union was the first institution established. It providcd for 

immediate needs. It organized the first successful Parlinmentary Labour party. Il 

had sorne control over the party's aspirations for political change. The Ukraininns 

found revolutionary aims comfortable; the English did not. The Ukraillians had a 

penchant for radical induStrial unions; the English for craft or industrinlmlÏons with 

industrial priorities. Ukrainians acquired experience in their politienl parties; 
, 

Englishmen in their trade unions. Clearly these broad generalizations arc porous, 
~ 

indeed, since many Ukrainians were not revolutionaries, and many Englishmcn 

were; yet the c1ass institutions of each clearly reflected their aims. 
ç , 

Both group~ projected alternatives !or a C~nadian class movemellt. From the 

Ukrainians, Canada inherited a potential for a pragmatic Marxist party, the SDP, , 

which, at one time, was satisfied with political change, through ,Canadian democratic 

formalism and institutions. From the English, Canada inherited a potential for a 

pragmatic Labour party, associated with the trade union movement, which groundcd 

political and economic change within Christian socialist ethic'al principles. Bath 

Ukrainian and English socialist activists also supported a revolutionary Bolshcvik 

party which had an uncompromising attitude toward Canadian social, economic, and . ~ 

political relationships. Indeed these projets overlapped. Many EnglishmCJl 
, 1 

supported the ~spirations of a pragmatic Marxist party and trade union movembnt, 

and many Ukrainians understood the ethical ground wor,k of the Independent 

Labour Party, despite the ethnie chauvinism of English Labourâtes. 

\ 
\ 
1 
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/ Chapler Three: AI/erltfltives for a Canadian Class Movement 

\ 

~ 

During the Great War, working c1ass people acquired a general feeling that 

tficy were treated unfairly. Since the Great War w~s fought for democracy, this 
. ~ 

became the standard by which socialists and trade unionists measured the Canadian 

governm~l1t's management of the war effort. Often, this meant that trade unionists 

an,d socialists equated thelr working-c1ass interpretations of dembcracy with the 
'l'j 

democracy for which.everyone fought in Europe. Since the gov~rnment, indeed, 

oppressed immigrant groups and labour, and denied, them certain customary political 

. rights, working c1ass leaders, thereforè,. argued social change, in the post-war, was 

imperative. Below, this chapter wiJI relate Winnipeg's industrial relations conflict 

and working-c1ass political protest, to the broader context of the Great War. The 

argumenfl is as fo}lows: dis~ontent over unfair treatment on ttie job combined with 

fears that democratic traditi~ns were in je6pardy, and consequently 'created a 
~ 

generaI feeling lhat workers' econornic and political rights were threàtened. This 

concern for working c1ass rights, then, related the Winnipegs Walker theatre 

meeting - potilieal prote st - to Winnipeg's industrial relations conflict - economic 

protest. Thus, Winnipeg's working-class acquired a general feeling that they were 

trçated unfairJy; and 50, aspired to sorne social change. 

I~ 
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.. The National Policy marked Winnipeg's tre.mendous groWth in the late 19th 

and eru-Iy" 20th centuries. So transp~rtation, agriculture, and immigration shnped 

Winnipeg's local economy, social structure, and, of course, its unique social 

probh&ms. The National Poliey, also, represented the vision of Winnipeg's Anglo-

Saxon business eUte fot Manitoba's future; and it was primarily one pf ccono)uic 
, 

progress. Politics, here, played a support ive role so that businessmen COlild lIcquire 
') 

wealth. This .vision was not shared, in exâctly the same fashion, by mnny 

immigrants who resisted its oppressive features. 
\} 

~: ~ 
Winnip~g existed be~cause the railway existed. When Winnipeg offcrcd to 

'\ 

• 
exempt the Canadian Pacific Railway from municipal taxation in perpctllity, and also 

granted rights of way and free: land, the CPR decided to invest.1 And indeed, , 

~innipeg's indllstry developed from th~> maintenance and bui~dil1g nceds of the 

CPR, and only then broadened into a more diversified manufacturing Ibllse. 

Industry grew. In .. 1891, Winnipeg produced 5.6 million dollars worth of goods 

~ompared to 32.7 million twenty years later.2 Dy 1911, industrlal production had 

become extensively diversified, as m!lnufacturers produced everything from cookies 

to farm implements. The major industrial force, however, was still the railwny; its 

shops and yards, and a few principle iron foundries. 
( 0' 

AU tbis ecopomic progress did not matter a wit without human resources. The 

Laurier governmefit satisfied the 'fIe,st's neèd for farmers and industrial labour 

througb. an ambitious immigration policy, which eventually brought millions of 

people into the country. -Between 1871 and 1921, Winnipeg's population rose from 

241 to 179,087 people, and thus created a thriving metropolis from prairie scrub 

brush in ooly fifty years.3 Most immigrants were of British descent, except for the 
~ 

twenty-two per cent who were of non-Anlgo-Saxon origin, and mostly from central 

and eastetn Eur~pe.4 To the CaIlàdian govemment, and Mani~oba's business eUle, 
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these imthigranls wel'e the brute human resource upon which their "economic 
-; 

structure would re~t. 
o 

Winnipeg politics was Winnipeg economics. A tightly knit business elite. 
~ il 

4.ominated city poJitics so that only those men associated with the development. of .. 
- ~ ~ 

industry and trade governed. Indeed, sueeess in business, and membership in 

certain ~inl)iPe~ business clubs, ail were essential to succeed in munici~a1 politics.5 

TQ:;s hold upon politieal power was, in part, assured th}ough Winnipeg's narrow 

eleetoral base which exeluded most everyone. In 1906, for example, only men who 

were British' su6Jects, owners of freehold property or 100 dollars, could vote. This 
L • 

meant that 7,784 m~n in ~ city of about 100,000 people were registered voters.6 So ,. 
indeed, tire businessmen not only owned property, they owned politics. o ' , 

Given the narrow laissez-faire philosophy of this politieal elite, eity couneil 

sqUeeZ~d.pub~ie se~ices~ in genera} and distribute~ them to a small affluent po~tion 

of sodety, in particular.7 One ~ocial issue, ~dueation, did ~ominate Winnipeg 
A ' 

pqlities. When Manitoba, and especially Winnipeg,' became a polyglot of different 

cultures, the Anglo-Saxon elite genuinely feared for their culture. So publiè , 

education became an agent for immigrant socialization, and so, a justifiable public 

expenditure. Since the iminediate needs of new immigrants were cconomic, and 

Winnipeg's go.vcrnment eschewed 'public relief, (it spent Qnly 6,000 dollars per 

annum) the Canndianization proeess feU 'upon private charities such as the AIP Souls 
# "'l' 

Mission and the Protestant churches. Here, immigr~ could get both bread, and 

culture. The object of these pubJ~ anq private institution§ was to teach British 

traditions and British religious virtues to ~mmigrants so that Manitoba eould have a 

uni'd communitY .. 

The ttuncated growth of W~nipeg'cteated a city menacingly divided int~ sub­

communities, sep!U'ated by religion, class, and ethnicityT These dlfferences were 
ç-
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obviops sinO'e ther were spatial. The rich lived in the S~uth, the poor Siav in the 
. ' .. 1.... '. '. • ~ • 
North-end, the Anglo-Saxon ,;working-class in the West..end, and f~rther west, the. 

, Anglo-Saxon middle class. Beéause these groups were so-sepamte, each developed 

a ~istinct sense of community and institutional networks a,part from the whole. 

W)~nipeg wis an ethni-city. 

J 
The ethnie cleavages in Winnipeg also shaped the nature of the labour market 

, . . 
, ' 

so that skill correlated with e~hnic identity., In general, Slavs and ltalial1s _wcre 
.. ' ~ ~ 

unskilled; Anglo-Saxons and Qermans skilled. As unskilled labourcrs cast 

< Eurôpeans were highly mobile, in search of work in far off construction camps, 
f , 

.. 

.. 
dispersed upon farms, or dn CPR spur lines. Since wçrk was sensonal, tcmporary 

1 

unemploymen.t was a problem even wh en the economy was buoynnt. These 

immigrant workers were flung to disparate parts of western Canada. Even so, thesc 

workers still relie'd upon the centrality of Winnipeg, where jobs' were dispatchcd, 
-

, and ethnic organizations provided both cultural services and relief for 

unemployment. For the British tradesman, working life was more stable pnd 

sedentary. One explanation for this ~hnically split labour market, _ from the 
b d 

( , 

distribution of skills and economic, needs of industry, is that government and 
.. . . ~ 

employers projected their prejudice upon immigration policies and hiring practices'. 
, 

Simply put, the CPR and federal government believed the British craftsman WaS 

'Superior and the stupid old Slav was dull, docile and capable of enduring severe 

hardship, someone ideally suited to heavy labour. 8 

t 

Many-:"~Iabourers organized industrial ~nd craft unions in o.rder to resist . \ 
expl~itation on the job site. Syndicalist unions sueh ail ,e Industrial Workers of' 

c, 

the ~orld, or radical political parties such as the Ukrainian Social Democratie 
" 

Party, tried to org;mize the east'European unskilled labourers into industrial unionll, 

and indeed, led many strikes for wage inereases and bitter working eonditions.9 . 

\ 
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This industrfal unionism amongst the unskilled failed. A more solid trend toward 

induslrial unionism dev~oped within certain industries where te~hnological change 

levelled the skills of craft unionists. lO These workers were different; they a1ready 

had unions. Neverthcless, the mainstream trade union movement in Winnipeg was 

dominated by cr~l unions. The first Winnipeg trade unions, drca 1893-4, were 

related ,.to the Ilway industry or organized workers in the CPR maintenance 

- shops.ll Arso, trade union activity developed within the building traQes, and even 

the public sector. In 1893 the Winnipeg Trades and Labour council was found,ed so 

thHt trade unionists could discuss mutual problems and, in general, the trade union 

comll1unity Indeed, by 1919, some 91 trade unions with 12,050 members existed in 

Winnipeg,I2 of which 66 unions, with 10,500 members, were affiIiated wlth the 

WJ'LC, JJ thus maklllg Winnipeg one of the most unionized city in Canada. 14 

As far as the economic eIite was concerned, trade unionism restrained 

ctonolllic progrcss. Il was through a rude prism of laissez-faire economics that the~ 

"." view of Canada's cconomic progress was refracted. So any interference with 

individual freedom, qua property rights, ought not be tol'erated in principle. But 

one did not necd theoretical principles to restrict labour's role in progress. At the 

prnctical Icvcl, it was thought, any unnlltural restriction of the labour; market would 

restrict the cmployer's profit, Winnipeg's economic growth, then consequently the 

comll1on good of ail; and so it goes. 

Employcrs trcated unskiIled eastern Europeans much differently from Anglo-

Saxon skilled workers, and so, eaeh ethnie group developed different patterns of 
/ . 

resistanee. A combination cr( factors made mines and construction camps breeding 

grounds for violent, desperate men. These unskilled immigrants were payed low 

wages. cheated on their wages, and foreed to pay exorbitant priees for food and 

lodging in company owned towns. This m.tnt that the firm eompletely controllêd a 

~~, 
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man's life. Indeed, a private police force was used, often, to discipline wgrkers, 
'\ 

especially those who organized unions, and thus kept a company public order. And 

furthermore, whep ind~strial unions and strikes were organized, il scemed thnt the 

companies cOijld count on the RNWMP to protect their property, and the Ministry 

of the Interior to provide a pool of strike breakers, ail babbling differcnt languages,. 
~ 

ta cross picket tines. Indeed, violence became a way of Iife; on the job, Ilnd dming 

strikes. These càmps became an unintended agent of socialization intn Canadian 

Iife. 15 

~, Life was different for Anglo-Saxon skilled workers. Unlikc castern hlf(lpean 

labourers, they were not prone to violent behaviour because, generally, lhcy hall 

deeper roots within any particular corn munit y, meaning, thcir jobs were more r-.tablc, 

and they could acquire sorne property. The police, goyernrncnt and employer \Vere 

less willing to attack them physically. Since their skills were in dcmand, especially 

during Winnipeg's boom years, and 'Anglo-Saxon workers understood the bchayiour 
"- --

of labour markets, they knew how, and when, to bargain for bctter wages and 

working conditions. Indeed, their trade unionism, to a certain' extent, wal> 

encouraged by governrnent and eyen sorne employers, in order to atlract skilled 

labour to Canada. Trade.unions were legalized in 1871 with this in consideration, a 

department of Labour created in 1909, and some corporations, such as the CPR, 

even approached English trade unions ta organize in Canada so that a supply skilled 

ll.!bour w~uld be secure.16 M~e often, thoUgh", trade union organization was still 

bjtterly resisted, especially in smaller firms, and {>articularly so in Winnipeg. 

The conflict between the Contract shops and the Metal trades unions marked 
\ 

the bitterness in Winnipeg's indûstrial relations. Among the employers, the 

participants included the Manitoba BriQg~ and Iron Works, the Dominion Bridge 

company and the Vulcan Iron works - the Contract shops - and three railroad firms, ,.. 
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the CPR, Grand Trunk Pacifie, and Cana4ian Northe:~:r, Five t~ad~ unions, ~e 

IAM lodges 122 and IB9, Blaeksmith lodges 147 and 335, and the Mouiders lodge 

174, rcpresented ail machinists in' ail six firms. 1B The issues were two fold. First, 

those working for thc railroads earned more than those in the Contract shops, so 

the trade unions wanted parity. A larger issuè was trade union recognition; the 
.. 

railway firms rccognized the trade unions and the Contraet shop employers did not. 

This confliet sparked the gener~1 strike of 1919. 
) 

, 

Ovcr a period of 25 to 30 fears, this issue became inereasingly inten~e. In the 

baekwash of industrial eonfliet Iwo lessons were lea~ned:' first, that government and 

the jlldiciary WOllld support tHe employer; and second, that an industrial tibion could 
'~ " 

be a source of strength since it combine<! manx craft unions into on~ large union. 
" 

Bcginning in 1906, the abovc fiv~lllions struck for wage pari~ and recognition. ' 

The strikc failed when companies convinced the courts to force the unions to 

cOl1lpcnsatc their fin an cial lasses, about 500 dollars.19 Like the Taft Yale decision 
, . 

in Britain, this dcmonstrated ta trade union leaders that they needed Parliament, i~ 
" 1 

Manitoba, ta protect trade union, ri~hts against the courts. So trade unions turned 

to politics, and labour political parties which, still, could not secure politieal, power, 

. 
Il was thcrcfore clear indeed that Labour was excluded from politieal, eeon0II!iç, 

and comnmnity life. Again, in 1917, the IAM struck, and again, relented when 

threatcncd by a 50,000 dollar civil suit. 20 

\ 

ACtcr this la st defeat, in 1917, the Metal Trades Couneil was formed. Ils 

" 
purpose was to withdraw'alliabour to defend one union's interest.21 One year later, 

c'J • \ 
in support of-.the Winnipeg public seetor\ unions, the MTC joined the Building trad es 

~ - \1 
" 

eouneil, and the WfLC, to threaten a general strike against the city. Faeed by this 

thrent, the city govermhent granted ,ail public servants, exeept firemen, the right to 

\ 
. bargain colleetively, and if necessary, to strike. Flush with vietory, the MTC stTUckb 
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the'Contract shops. They lost. This time though, the victory of the public servants 

brought a ,renewed sense of confidence to Labour for their ncwly dcvclopcd 
. 

industrial uniçmism. Massive indusirial action was succeeding . 
• 

The G~ War sharpened industrial'conflict. It took almost two years, oncc 9 ,. , 

the war started, for the economr to escape the pre-war' depression. During those 

years many unskilled labourers were - ,the first to su!!~ the impact of IllU~S 

unempl<;lfment. ,Those more cynical about patriotic motives for enlistmcnt, in 1914, 

suggest areas which suffered high upemplbyment providJd flle most recruits.22 But 

~ 
by 1916-17, howev~r, labo!;!r markets. squeezed. EflPloyers n,ecdcd roughly 100,000 

workers. il .So the trat union, ,~izcd thcir opportunity to inercas. .hcir 

memb<frships, create other trade unions, and forcc firms to recogÎli?-c Ihcir right tn 
" 

represent the workingman' s inteJ:Csts. Trade llnion mClllbership jUlllpcd from 

133,000 in 1913 to 249,000 in 1918.24 Sincc no mechanism for tradc union 

certification existed, trade unions won recognition through strikes. Indced, strikes, . . 
in general, .. dramatically increased, especially in 1917, wh en they rose from 45 in 

191:3, to 313 natiorf wide.25 

.. 
Though trade unions did well during the war, nevcrtheless, therc WllS 11 

tremendous sen!iment of discontent since business profits outpaccd thc labourer'" 

·..yage gains. It was moJe than an issue of increa~ed wages. Labour bclicvcd' il was 

sacrificing for the war effort, but th~ boss \VIlS not. Furthermore, despitc the 
1 • • 

" \lpsurge in trade union power, their role in the economic life of the country was still 
" 1 

not considered legitimate. This became clear when, in the face of politieal pressure 

fro()m both the British and less so, Canadian governments, the director of the 

immensely influential Imperial Munitions Board, Sir Joseph Flavelle, refu8ed to 

recognize trade unions, or force companies with government contracts to, do 80.26 ,.. 

So the trade upions believed government and employers ignored their contribution 
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to, the war effort, their legitimate place in Canadian economie üfe, and their 

( criticisms concerning the distribution of wealth. , 

" 

. 
Labour's role in the ,economie/order was defined by those who were not 

Labour. If the political and economie elite had a coherent 'ecbnomic model, from 

which to plan Canada's economic growth, Labour, trapped inside that model, did 
J ~ 

not have a unified alternative from which it could "Protest. Dh'ided along 
. ,ft) 

ethnic/skiU' c1eavages', different labourers experienced many different problems, and 

indced, Iived in many different worlds. The unskilled' Ukrainian and skilled Anglo-

Saxon had Iittle in common., except, if abstractfd from their social situation, then 
, tJ ~, 

idcntificd as quantifiable labour~.futs for 'the Nat~onal Po~cy., So resistatlce was 
\ 0 

truncatcd. Tradc union organization amongst the skilled, by far, out paced that of 

thc ullskillcd. Though' the trade union movement could ameliorate parts of the 

problcm, cven its moderate demands were bitterly resisted. As th,e trade union 

( 111 oV<!Jllent grew in power, especially during the war, its demand for greater 

partifipation in the country's economic Iife, was spurned. Employers, still, would 
... 

not recognize the legitimacy of frade unionism. And, as far as Labour was 
concerned, trade union recognition, and the right to bargain collectively, were 

fundamental rights. Trade unionists felt wronged. 

Il 

During the Great War the Conservative government became increasingly 

despernte to fulfill hs commitments to the Allies. In doing so, il became oppressive 

'C 
toward the Labour movement, and the east EUropean community. Alienatea from 

the political community, yet expected to support its policies .with unwavering loyalty, 
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~bour and east Europeans feared for Cailadian democracy and their civit rights. 
" 

Inde~d, this fear was justified sin~e their social organizations and prnctices \Vere 

systematically repressed. Thoùgh below, th; experiences of both Anglo-S~on ~ 

labour and cast Europeans will be compared, in no \Vay must the reader infer that, 

in, gen::Jr ope~ c~annels.of communication between the two existed. , • 

Ji l ' ' 
The rainian community \Vas not stIDpathetic to the Central po~ers whcn t,~le 

war broke out. In-part, they \ were indifferent towa'rd the Central powcrs Qcc;mse 
... 

Ukrainians from the Austro-Hll'hgarian Empire had been an oppressed minority, 

without e~onomic power, and limited constitutional rig.hts, In Canada,) Ukraininns 
l 

were particularly self-conscious about Anglo-Saxon ,perceptions of their loyalty to 

the Empire, especially after the Budka incident. Budka, an Orthodox Catholic 

Bishop fr.Qm Winnipeg, upon the request of the Austro-Hungarian consulate, issued 

a pastoral letter to :all Austrian subjects who were undcr -military obligation t9 

return to Austria, there to be ready, to defé'lld the state."27 The Canadiml Ukraininn 

community at Winnipeg immediately repudiated this statcment, as diet the Bishop 
'f.. • 

htmseli, once it became tlear Br~tain \Vould go to war against Austria.28 The 

~ 

Ukrainian community did, not unanimously support the war ~effort. The USDP 

clearly opposed the war, but they did so as international socialists, and not from ally 

Ukrainian point of view.29 And many individual Ukrainians did support tho war 

anyway, through donations to the Patriotic Fund, or enlisted in the army - roughly 

10,000, of which 750 came from Winnipeg.30 Yet this support was somcwhat forccd, 

as Ukrainian organizations, in desperation, demanded Ukrainians demonstratc thcir 

Canadian loyalties.31 So indeed, wh en war was declared, the Ukrainian community 

feared for themselves. They lived in an Anglo-Saxon country, at war with thcir 

former political masters. 

, 
Ukrainian labourers were particularly exposed when the Great War bcgan. 
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Already despised by many AnglQ-Saxon working men, tbe war. and the pre-war 

depr.t:8sion increased racia~ prejudice. ·Some Ukrainians were ftrep to provide jobs 
. 

for E~gJish Cartadians; they had been accused of taking job ..fij:nn~~~longing to 

English Canadians who would, otherwise, have to apply to c ·aritable institutions for 
-- ç 

support; and this in a -Br?h country.32 It becanie clear that ail Ukrainians were -somehow foreign and less deserving of scarce social opportunities. 

F\r thosç Ukrainians out of ,rk, who were not natur~lized Canadians, their 

job situfllion could lead to imprisonment. On August 15 1914, the federal 

\ ' 
govcrnment passcd an Order-in-council which authorized the cabinet to intern ail 

unnaturalized immigrants f,rom. ene~0~ntries.33 In pracl1ce this meant the 

uncmployed. Sorne 3,000 Ukrain'ns were interned because. ~hey wêre either 

)unc;mPIOyed, trade union activists, o~'OCiali'ts.34 When Canada was in the !Did,t of 

labour shortages-by 1916, however, tbese internment camps were used to provide 

/ 

~ 

labour; many Ukrainians, hence, w~re forced to take jobs in isolate,d regions, and 

lived incarcerated in camps.' This meant Labour camps. If lafourers complained" 

or went on strike, they could receive sentences to industrial prisdn far;s, as was the 

cx~er;cnèe of thir~:two. Ukrainian internees Wb: protested unsafe, uns~i~a ~, 
working conditions in a CPR camp.15 This experience of repression had mea ng , . . . 
for workcrs as worlèers because tbey were systematically incarce~ated for thinly 

disguised econQmic reasons. Institutions were erected whose purpose was to , 
rationally control a group of people bec8use tbey did not have ajob, and later, wh en 

their l~bour was needed, to distribute tbeir labour where needed. 

'-
Let us put sorne emotional colouring on tbis repression; it will make sense of 

• ,~ ü 

Ukr.ainian fear ~d outrage ~ecause, after ail, it 'was an emotionàI issue.. Left 

without any means of support after her husband was intertled, Catherin.e Boychuk 

was convicted of minor theft and imprisoned for one month. Meanwhile her eight 
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mODth old daughter was placed un an orphanage where .. she died eight duys Inter of 

·natural causes!36 Others s~ffered mental break down: this man's brother-in-lnw 

went nuts in one <?f their camps. He was taken away ind when he finally got· 
back 'he was never the same man again:' They had broken his spirit up there 
in northern Ontario. He could oever get over the injustice of his treoilDent. 
the falseness of his hop es in this new world. 37 . . 

fucidenfs such as 'his, a mo.her, i~ dis're", her child dies, COlour.Je Ukrnilll.n'~ 
global perception of .Canatla. "It is charged", said Petro Karmansky, "that Glllicillns 

look 'upon Canada as an absolute savage country, a country ~of hold ups an(\ thievcs 

and devoid of ideals and ethics. Do they? Weil, then prove that thcy lire 

mistaken. ,,38 

, Indeed, for the unnaturalized Ukrainians, the rule of law seerned to slip off Ihe 
'"J.~ • 

world's ed~e and fall if the nether world of arbitrary rule~ Sorne of the reasons 

for internplent enumetate~ below illustrates Canadian justice. 

Other reasons were less concrete, ~J.ustrating the extent of the power of the 
law: acting in a "very suspicious manner" 'Or showing "a .general tendcncy 
tôward sedition:... being fotlnd hidden in, a freiqht car or -gcncrally 
"unreliable" of "shiftIess character" apd "undesiflnble.,,3 

It does not !ake much ta llnderstand the J-erage U~railiian's' fear of the .stqle. 
.. " 

Any 

individllal policeman, or CPR security guard, cOllld interpret the scope of 

government's intetnment policy broadly, in most any situ:tion.· -(\11 this lcft ~e 
entire Ukrainian comrnllnity, as weil as Ukrainian ,labour, with a sense that-r11c 

Canadian government governed arbitrarily. Just Iike the Czar. Q.. 

Ukrainians were rfght. The Canadian government applied laws arbitrarily to 

Ukrainian unnaturalized immigrants: . Barbara Roberts forcefully argued this l.;, 

position when she discussed Canada's deportation policy.40 The Canadian ..... 

gover1U1lent ~eported undesirable aliens' for econom~c and later political reasons. If 

one applied for community charity, due ta' circumstances such as u~employment, an 

industrial accident, or any illness, one risked deportation.; If one's name appeared 
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-on an employers black Iist - deportation.41 Immigrants were subject to rules and 

regulations administered by civil servants, who se actions, after wa critical reading of 
~- . 

thetrnternal documentsW
, clai,l!1s 0 Roberts, 

Reveals that immigration officiais r~peatedly violated the letter and spirit of 
the law, routinely conceilled their activities behind bureaucratie reporting 
procedures, sometimes falsifiéd statistics, and when necessary deltberately 
and systematically lied to the public and politicians.42 

Thus, the law could be applied ta immigrant~ in a peculiar fashion, -and, indeed, 

donc so silently, without due pr~s. O,!1e colonel Cols on from Calgary suggested, 

during the General strike, that the ,enemy aliens involved be "quietly deported , ~ 

witholll any fuss or bother, simply just put them across the border without public 

triaf or adverlisement.,,43 Later we shàll find that this advice was indeed acted upon. 

Whcn the \Var Measures act was declared, it created new' politicâl crimes becaûse , 

radical associations, parti~s and trade unions, which already extsted for years, now 
, . 

bccame illegal. Membership in one of these assoqiations, even if only briefly, meant 

possible internmcnt, ancfafter the war, deportation. So indeed, the Canadian 
r • • 

govcrnmcnt, cspccially an arbitrary bureaucracy, threatened the immigrant's basic 
", 

civil rights. And this threat wis a part of everyday life for most Ukrainians. 

o For many Ukrainians, their 'perception of Cànada's meaning dramatically 

changed. Canada oppressed them in familiar ways; it became a boorish, raeist, 

Czarist alltocracy. In 1916, Manitoban Ukrainians lost their Iinguistic ,rights in the 
.0 

public school systcm.44 Throllghout the early 19OO's, especially during the Great 

~ 
War, Ukrainians also suffered economic exploitation. Moreover, general Anglo-

CI ' • 

Canadian animosity against Ukrainians darkly shaded tbis 6nguistic, ~d economic ~ , . , 

prejudice. How did thè government relate to Ukrainians? An arbitrary 
\ . 

bureaucracy. withdrawal of political aqd civil rights, and conscription of men into 
1. 

the military and'Iabour gangs; it ail aU ,~aised old familial sensations. They were an 
l , • 

1 

exploited ethnic, linguistic minorlty without any political institutions for protection. 

" 
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Indeed, 700 years of historie al experienee, as an -isolated eommunity in eastern 

-EurQpe, reappeared and marked Ukrainian psychology in carly twenticth century 

Canada, "As .for Canada", this Ukrainian Social Democrat remàrked nfter cnreful, 

measured refle.ction, 

~ 
The government appeàled to us, guaranteed work and Creedo~ from 
conscription. We fled from the tsarist detachments and Austrian regiments 
cursed the tsar and kaiser and made our way to the 'Creé' Canadian soil, to 
build with settlers from aIl other nations who had settl~d here, a slnglo, 
mighty, new Canadjan nation And how have we been reccived'l Why as 
enemies of the Empire ... Having entercd into an alliance with Russia, the 
Omadian ~ovemment has become an accomplice of the Russian n'Iack One 
Hundred dangs 45 

o 
Though aJl of Labour was against the war, it did not spcak with one voice. 

The militants and socialists were much in agreement wilh the Second Illlernalional's 

view viz., the ).1ext war would be caused by capitalists who would destroy Il1eir own 

socio-politieal systems. For the worker, eoonciated a TLC resolution Jn 1914, "Ihe 

only result that a war between Britain and Germany would achievc would be Ihe 

degradation of the toilers. "46 There was a bright spot in ail this pain illsofar as 

despotism in Europe will be hurled to its final destruction, to mnke wny for 
constitutional freedom in aIl countries 10 Europe, in preparation for the lost 
and great struggle of the working c1ass for their own actunl freedom.47 . 

For more moderatè lead~s, however, the outcome of 'the war woulU nol 

inadvertently bring about a democ,atic millennÎl'm, since Britain was figh~g lor 

democracy now. Nevertheless, it was still a ,British war for which Labour was 

neither responsible nor could condone. Despit~ all this, the individual worker could 

voluntarily supJfor, the war, but Labour as a group could not rightly be coerced to 

fight.48 White Labour leaders debated lire significance of the war, rank and file 

trade unionists, mostly of British descent, enlisted in large numbers.49 Labours 

initial impressions of the war, its causes, and their support for it, wcre mixed. 

As the war progressed, the war ~ffort became a sort of technical problem that 
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government had to solve by mobilizing, organizing, and distrib'bting èana a's 'natural 

and social resources. Many authors, therefore, point to the war to explain the rise 
<. 

of the positive state in Canada, and !ts newly acquired status as a modern nation. 50 

Labour, however, was not taken into the Borden govemment'~ policy making 

proccss. Once Parliament assented to the War Measures ~ct, in 1914, Canada, in 
~ , 

essence, became governed by cabinet through the use of Orders-in-coun~il. Policy 

decision-making, then, slipped from Parliament, and the party system, to the cabinet 

and administrative boards such as the Fuel Controllers Office, Food Con troll ers 

Office, ~nd the Munitions Board.51 Even the thomy issue of wages was ,regulated 

under the ad~inistratiol} of the Industrial Disputes and Investigation aet.52 1frough 

~()ut much of the war, Labour, even members of the moderate TLC executiv~ was 

not represented upon these boards whie~ eontrolled the daily lives of Canadians. 
". 

"The politician", claimed SPC activist William Pritchard, "has been replaced by the 

cxpcrt.//,53 Expert, here, meant good businessman, someone like Joseph Flavelle of 

the Imperial Munitions Board. So the nature of pr.oblem solving shifted from 

politieal to technical activity, which really meant that, the government's imprecise 

politienl assumptions of social reality were taken as given; and Laboùr's assumptions 

() 
werc not. 

The clearest examp1e of this was the National Registration program wlIich 

Labour opposed for many reasons. Under the National Registration aet, the 

administrativé board was empowered to make an inventory of Canada' s labour force 

to assess and plan the most efficient means of distribùting labour resources. A 

National Registration Board had the power to determine which industries were 

crucial to the war effort, and implicitly, in whieh industries men eould be spared for 

military service. Organized labour was not amused. It was not given an~ role in 

ereating or administering this bureau.54 
> 
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The TLC was susJ!lcious of thè National Registration Board. Indeed, Labour 

leaders thought it would interfere with trade union activity since, 

(Registration) would bring the worker to hecl, depriving him of the right of 
collective bargaining and forcing him to accept what ever terms might be 
offered.55 ~ 

If Labour was conscripted, sorne leaders argued, labour was not free, hence subject 

to arbitrary collective agreements. This meant that wages would be artificially 10w. 

and the worker would not have the freedom to. change jobs.56 Flirthcrmorc, 

registration c~uld aIso lead to supervision by th~ military; and in' Lnbour's 

experience, 'the military was hostile institution which helped employers break 

striKe's.57 Thus, Labour genuinely fenred the state would s.ystematically control 

workers, and ~rse, without their representation. 

.. 
With his 0 mandate running out, after six years of governing, Robert Bordcn 

first tried to avoid a wartime election, and failing this, then created the politicnl 

conditions which could ensure victory. The immediate problem, in carly 1917, was 
, 

that the Canadian Expeditionary force needed men', but relatively few were cnli~ting. 
J 

Thus, the wartime election was about conscription, in particular, and suppo t for < 

c' the wai effort in generaI. Borden ensured vic tory in a nllmber of ways. , Pirst, he 

.. , 

divided the English and French wings of the Liberal party when the Union coalition 

was formed to provide "National" - English Canadian - support for conscription. 
, - . 

Second, through the Wartimes Election aet, and the Military VoteTS act, the 

ConservatÎves eut (Jeep into the traditional Liberal voting strength, in the Wcst, by 

~ disenfranc'hising ail German and Austro-Hungarian immigrants naturalized aCter • 
\ ' Co' 

1902, enfranchising women who had relatives fighting in _rance, and allowing 

soldiers to vote in any constituency. What these two prongs. in the Union elcction 

strat~ had in çommon was that they divided the electorate along ethnic lincs: in. . 
eastem Canada French Canadians supported the Hun; and in western Canada,east 

Europeans were the Huns.58 Essentially, Borden and the Unionists tricd 10 
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circumvent the democratic process br avoiding an election; and when that did not 

work, they flXed it. 

The 1917 election was about national unity, the war effort, and conscription. 
, -

Labour supported this issue in principle, but opposed the Union coalition's 

intcrpretation of Canada's wa! effort needs. In short, Labour was "unwilling to 

support a government which would conscript men bef9re weaIth. At home, 

business made huge profits which Labour causally related to economic pressures 
, l '" 

which in turn negated wage inoreases. The cost of living rose dramatically. In 

Labour's mind, the employer, with the help of government, profited from the war, 

was unwilling to share or 'isk its wealth, yet demanded workers to 'sacrifice their 

wages and lives for the cause. When Labour projected their r,eservations into the 

arena of political debate, Union candidates accused labour leaders of selfishly 

reprcsenting narrow c1ass interests at the expense of the common good.59 Yet 

labour leaders knew weil that their interests were excluded from national decision-

making. For Labour, the que~tion of the 1917 election, then, w»one of fairness . 
.... 

Fairness, here, meant not contributing more th an one's share in an economic and 

political system that was stacked against them. The Union coalition w~m the 

-election handily despite Labour's protest. 

. ' 
ACter the election, the repression of Labpur increased. Somètimes this 

repression struck people in direct and personal ways. In 1~18, for 'example, Q.inger 

Goodwin. a socialist, vice president of the B.e. Federation of Labour, and 

o.rganizer for the Mill and S~elterman's Union, ~ dead, and in !he.back~ t1y 

poliçe white evading the draft. It was widely believed he was conscripted for his 
f 

pacifist and s~cia1ist views, and in particular, his trade union activity. The military 

had, already c1assified him unfit for servicé since he had tuberculosis, yet he Wàs/ 

conveniently conscripted after 'Ieading a strike in Trait B.e .. 60 );bOur. leader~, 

l, 
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however, were not the only people to die for reasons related to conscrfptiol!' David 

Wells; a carpenter and conscientious objector, died in Manitoba's Stoney Mbuntain 

penitedtiary; since he was inducted into the military, perhaps he entered the prison 

quite healthy.61 Both incidents promp;ed de~onst.rations organized by Labour 

radicals in Winnipeg and Vancouver. 

Behind the tragie persona! experiences of sorne individuals, the repression oC 

Labour and east European, ethnie groups was more systematic. Indced, this 

repression of east Europeans was further increased once the Russian Boisheviks 

took power, in 1917, from the Kerensky provisional government; the CanadÎlll) 

Union pol~ticians, in their own minds, were able to sec clearly a relationship .f 

between aHens, Boishevism, and Ïabour agitation. A series of spccifi~ Ordcrs-in-

council were passed, by caninet, whose purpose was to restrain socialist agitulion 

and trade union militancy. In mid-September 1918, f0l!rteen radical ass~ciatiol1s, ,,;, 

among them the IWW, SDP, and USDP \Vere suppressed, as well as meetings 11eld 

in languages of countries with which Canada was at war, inc1uding Russian, , 

Ukrainain, and Finn'ish.62 This ~as exten~ed t~ meetings held by alien churchcs as 
\ 

weil as soci.alist parties. The· radical press was also suppressed. The RobtchllY 

Narod and Western Clarlon were prohibited, and other Labour papcrs'~ wcre 

threatened with elosure by censors if editorial policies toward revolutionary potilies, 

and criticism of the war effort, did not change.63 Indeed, possession of such 

material, from banned ne~spapers, 'could lead to prison sentences. Furthermore, 

the govemment passed a rather vague Order-in-council prohibiting criticism of its 

war' p~[cies, and in effeet, revoked the right to eriticize governmcn~.64 Later in 

October, after taking a swipe al the soeialist parties. and syndicalist unions, the 

govemm~nt swung squarely at trade unio,ns revoking the right to strike.6S, 
.( 

Concurrent with these Orders-in-council, a Director of Public Safety, who had the 

/ '" power. to dec1are any association illegal, was appointed to monitor and eensor the 
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activities of subversive groups.66 The cabinet aIso gave the RNWMP extensive 

'. 
surveillance powers, incIuding the ~"Tight to open mail and infiltrate radical 

.. 
organizations. Therefore, by the end of the war, basic fundamental freedoms, such 

As association, speech, and the right to criticize government were restrieted, 

sometimes harshly, sometinres only with potential threat, by cabinet proclamations 

These restrictions reinforced sentiments within the labour movement that 

democracy, civil and polillcal rights were slipping away. When in Wmnipeg, the 

Anti-Conscription League's public meetings were violently attacked dunng the 

SllJ1llllet of 1917, Puttee foreshadowed working class sentiments toward the war. /lIt 

SCCI1JS !otrangc', hc foamcd, "and ironical' he hissed, 

that frec ~pecch. the basIc stone of dcmocracy, should be 50 Im~nlled and 
condemned by those who say that they are f6!7htmg to preserve democracy 
from the utlack of an overwhelmlllg autocracy 

• A forward movc III democracy of the real kind", Jay III the founclatlOn of the 

l ,abour partle~ and Non-PartiL.an Leagues, and not the tra(htional parties wlth whol11 

Illany Anglo-CanadJaIl trade UIllOI1J~t'i vicwed \VIth growing cynlclsm 68 For radical 

and lahountc partlcs, and the trade li III on Illovcnlent, democracy was at stake 

Whcll the UnIOn govcrnment rcpresscd rachcal soclelIes, the trade lI1110n 

Ill11VCmcnt, and cspecially rachcal partH,;'i, pnmanly the SPC, sharply defined the 

issuc as onc conccrned about civil rights The SPC recognized the rescntment 

all1ong~t workcrs agaulst thesc Ord~rs-in-collncil which seized upon civIl IIberties 69 

The party organized meetings in mining camps and urban centres to denounce 

arbitrary government.70 The socialists protested for the release of polItieal 

prisoners, lifting censorship, and against the arrest of workers found with i,IIegal 

litcrature.71 ·We will say what we IikeW, Pritchard's rhetoric caught fire, ·We will 

think what wc Iike, we will write what we like .... •n These demands projected 

politieal thcmes into the Western Labour Conference and OBU.73 Even the TLC 
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denounced the govemment's ·Prussianism".74 And, in Victoria, Vancouver, Regina 

" 
and Winnipeg, the city trades and labour councils threatencd a gencrnl strikc in 

order to force the federal governrrient to restore civil Iiberties.75 Indecd, the 

solidarity upon this issue stretched across ethnic differences, acro~s prejudice, whcn 

the Labour movement uniformly supported Charitinoff, a Ukrainilln SDP activist, 

who was fined and imprisoned for possessing iIIcgal hteraturc 76 Likc Ukrailllans, 

the Labour movement drew an expliclt parallel bctwecn the Canadian governmcnl 

and autocracy. 

Dunng the last four years the ma.,ter clas~ has never lo~t an opportullIty tll 
cnpple the mentahty of the slave and rivet the chmm of ~cr[do'm more fIrll1ly 
on hls IImbs, the the government of Canad,1 1., the Ill11St <lutllcrnllc 111 the 
Empire and the most Ignorant on the plan~t 77 

The legitimacy of the Canadlan goverlll11cnt\ nght 10 govern lIppeared tll !'.hake 

loose Amongst many groups ln ~oclety, al Ihe end of the war Ihere was a feeling, 
o 

from whlch S01l1e founQ"fear and olher~ hopc, Ihlll cverythlIIg wOIlIt\ f1y <lpart ~llly 

had sacnftced much and expccted lllllCh SOl11e believed "'OCIcty had 10 dwnge 

And labour rachcals were Ilol alone III Ihi., The Progrcl/.,Ive<; \~Ith Ihelr :tnlipallly 

o 
for the party system, pathology ab ouI Illonopohes, and faith 111 chrcc~ dCJ]]ocracy arc 

one example. AI wars end, as mcn losl Ihelr Jobs, a~ vclcram ~Irugglcd 10 fllld 

employment, as priees rose, the cry for a rcorganized, reconstructcd "oclcty grew 7H 

For sorne it was the working c1ass who oughl 10 II1heril sOClcty;79 for ()Ihcr~ It wa~ 

Ihe working class whofas indeed the last <l»astion which protcllcd dClllOcrallc 

traditions. So, ( 

Increasmgly, the labounsts selzed upon the war bme rhetorlc of defendmg 
democracy and and turned It back on the country's polltlcnl leader!> 
Immedlatcly after the war. Il seems, they concluded that the mantle of truc 
defenders of democrahc traditions had fallen to the "masses", especwlly 
workers and farmers The legacy of Radical hberahsm was them alone to 
preserve 80 

For some Ukrainian radicals, thc loss of civil libèrtics and complete lap~e of 
tri' 
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democratic safe guards expose<;l the emptiness of Canadian democracy. 

'Ine social democrat's exposure to BolsheVlk Vlews coinclded with the 
curtailment of clVll liberties 10 Canada and on unprecedented natlVlst 
hostliity toward enemy ahens ru the dlstmcllon between conditions lD the 
BrItish Empire and the despotic empires abandoned by the Immigrants 
became i,ncreasingly blurred, Bolshevik declarations became more relevant to 
the Immediate experience of some UkralDians in Canada.81 

ln a very real senre, the legitimacy of the government's right to govern was placed in 

question Ils performance during the Great War was measured against a standard 

defined by weil established democratic customs. From within the Labour 

movement, alternative SOCI.(Î practices and institutions were projected in order to 

rcspond to the govcrnment's failure 

III 

slIlcë the fedcral govcrnment assumed control of the natlOn's economic 

infrastructure, and \Vove the natlOn's producllve life into the pohtical process, the 

Labour movement was forced to become political. For Labour the questIOn was 

how: through direct or politieal action, meaning general strikes or Parliamentary 

politics. 

By the Great War's mid point, the Labour movement became increasingly 

radical. The efforts of radical party and trade union activists to educate workers, 

and spread the socialist word, began to suçceed, especially after the 1917 Bolshevik 

rcvollltion. For this B.C., miner the Soviet revolution meant that socialism and 

dClllocracy came together in the hands of workers. 

During no rcv<?lutlOn that bas yel occurred in human history has the red flag 
of labour becn so completely in evidence. The su pre me command appears 
to be in the bands of the workers and others who are disciples of democracy 
'and warriors of the SOClal revolution. 82 

0 
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Later, in early 1919,~e Mathers Royal Commission on Industrial Relations becamc 
r 

a barometer which measured radical attitudes of ordinary workcrs nnd trade union 
~ 

leaders. Here we feel the radical itch. A railwny machinist in EdmonJon c1uimed, 

"we are the producers and We are not getting what whot wc prodllcc·, so the 

"complete ownership of the means of production by the working clIlSS,· \Vas 
, zy-

necessary.83 Even the texture of the language rcflecls radical jargon. For trade 

union leaders, there existed radical pressures from the shop floor. The western 

representative for the International Association of Machinists d~ibed rank and 
i ) 

file attitudes: 

they do not recogmzc the authonty cven 10 tholr thclr own organi/utlOn One 
of the thmgs they want flrst IS notlung short of a trnnsfor of tho means of 
productIOn, weJ\lth productlon, from that of pnvato control 10 thut of 

• 84 
n collectIVe ownershlp, for they know that lS tho only solutIOn 

Through out the country a cUl11ulatton of events, tcndencies, and impulsc:-. crcated a 

feehng that society was pregnant wlth dramatic change: the BOIShcrk/eVllIUIIOIl, 

IIlcreasing stnke activity, a radicalizing of Labour attitudes. '--b 
If radlcalism scentcd the au, it was not clear which radicalis11I Ali :-,(lclali .. t .. 

agreed the means of production must be owned by the cOlJlmunity, but tlm dit! not 

k..~mean'they agrccd upon how workc~s COUld achicvc that goal. The ha,ic dHUce w,,, 
between direct or political actioll. The roots of this choice lay dcep III thc 

experience of the Great War wh en the labour movement re1>istcd the BordclI 

government's conscription policy. Impulses supportivc of direct and political prote!'>t 

existed as early as 1911 within the TLC. In Calgary, a resolution was pas!'>cd 

supporting a general strike in the case that the Canadian government cbecamc 

involved ih a European war.85 The TLC even agreed with the Second lnternational's 

general condemnation of war. Yet once war was declared, the TLC gave the 

government qualified support as loqg as voluntary assistance underscorcd the 

Borden government's demands upon Labour. This mcant no conscription, and no 

'" IHL. 
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restriction of trade union rights. 

The Conservatives broke the compact in 1916-17. When the National 

Rcgistration program, conscription and the Wartimes Election act came into the 

politieal forcground the choice of political 'action, direct or Parliamentary, faced 

labour. The Vancouver Trades and Labour Council passed a resol~tion for a 

gencral strike against conscription, and the WYPc president Harry Vietch declared 

he would not sign a National Service èard, coullselling others to break the law 

likcwisc.86 In late Dccember 1916, the WfLC and the SDP established the Anti-

Registration ,LeagUe, and hel~ rail y to protest registratwn at which 4,000 people 

altendcd. 87 The TLC by con~t argued direct action was foolhardy since 

conscription "was the law of the land and laws could not and should not be changed 

by direct action in the form of a general strike'ï88 

Hastily formed, tHe Canadian Labour Party was in reality a coalition of social 

groups in particlilar commllnities. In Winnipeg, on November 17th, a convention of 

600 people nominated two Labour party candidates, R.S. Ward and R.A. Rigg, to 

mn against Unionist candidates in Winnipeg Centre and Winnipeg North, both 

working c1ass constituencies. The delegates represented most ail the socialist parties 

in the prdvince including Labour Representation Committee, the Social Democrats, 

and the Socialist Party of Canada. I! was a forced unification.89 The issl!e was 

conscription against which Labou; proposed seme conscription of wealth and the 

nntionalization of industry. 90 Through the froth of election rhetoric the concern for 

democracy boiled. Rigg was the "champion of Real Democracy and (ot) the rights 

of common people .• 91 Desp~rate, short of time, the various strains within the 

Labour movement fought the Union coalition at the polis . 

None of the candidates were elected. In 27 constituencies the candidates did 

not win twenty per cent of the populàr vote.92 In Winnipeg Rigg c1aimed the highest 
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percentàge of the popular vote at twenty-six peT cent.93 Labo~ lost badly. Why? 

The Union campaign was powerful because it promi~n; un~on of comD1unity 

forces, Conservative and Liberal, Labour and Farmer. The Union plntform hnd 

broad appeal for the West. It promised patronage reform, taxation of incolllc. 

~ 
(conscription of wealth), measures to prevent excessive profits.~ reducc inflation, 

graft, greed.94 The Unionists split the country linguistically and culturally: n vote for 

the Unionists w.(ls a vote against Ouebec. With ~urgical precision Labour was sliecd 

into sections. Thousands of trade unionists were already in France at Passchendale, 

the Somme, Vimy Ridge, so dissenting Labour and Socialist leader~, indeed, 

appeared to be out of step with the rank and file. The central Canadian craft union 

leaders were offered positions on regulatory boards and Gideon Robertson, vice 

president of the Order of Railway Telegraphers was appointed to the Senate (the 

. least democratic of Canàdian politieal institutions), and later, cabinet as ministcr of 

Labour .95 Marxists: socialists, and Lib-Labs were lUl11ped together as sclfish, 

sectional activists serving a narrow social iDterest - class - who in gcneral wcrc 

enemy aIiens. The message was clear; socialism was alien, ethnic~lIly and 
~ 

ideologically.96 Moreover, the hastily formed Labour party was clearly inadequale, 

without a wisp of a hope as a real alternative, in this situation. Lasl, the 

manipulation of the electoral process did not hurt. 

The failure of the Canadian Labour party sharpened the choicc belwcen direct " 

and parliamentary politieal action. These alternatives both divided and unified the 
, 

left. The Iwo options that wriggled to the surface of Labour thinking were 

continued efforts to found a Labour party and m!litant indus trial uniotlism. City 

labour couneils, assorted trade unions, Fabians and the ILP continued to organize 

the Canadian L~bour party.97 Ouickly, familiar problems split committees and 

caueus meetings. Hard nosed socialists tried to force the CLI' to recognize the 

unreconcilable interests that inhere to capitalist society. Farmers baJked, sorne craft 
~ 
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unions wsffled, and Labourites accused the SPC of causÎl1g internal dissention and 

of being incapable of praetical action. But since the Liberal party, at least in Hie 

West and Ontario, joined the Union coalition, these estranged laboUr groups had no 

where else to go, 80 an alternative politieal rnechanisrn of sorne sort was crucial. 

If this unity seerned to dissipate, the opposite trend, too, appeared. Within 
0:;" 

the ranks of the SPC and SDP, the Russian soviet revolution energized 

revolutionary thinking and made possible a common front between the two parties. 

The SPC had split when the Impossiblists ignored the Russian revolution's message 

and tried to rernain a party of educators. Others saw an opportunity to swing the 
r 

SPC behind a poliey of direct agitation against the capitalist system.98 Not much, in 

reality, had changed since miny SPC leaders were pragmatic anyway, even if they 

placed the party and politieal purposes over the interests of trade unionism. What 

was different, here, was that political success seemed quite possible, despite the 

serious divisions between socialist politieal parties and the trade unions. As the 

SPC became more pragmatie, they drew closer to the SDP. And this unit y 

hardened around direct action. 

The ehoiee between politieal options came to the surface and split the 

organized trade union movement at the TLC Quebee ~onference in 1918. 

Motion' after motion presented by Western delegates were strllek down by 

international union delegates who dominated the eongress. And this was no 

surprise. Radical delegates argued that trade unions should be organized by industry 

/ not eraft, that international union power should be cireumscribed, and u,t militant 
( 1 

action for political and economic purposes, including general strikes, should be . 
TLC poliey. 99 Since opinion differed so greatly, a majority and rninority report were 

necessary to reflect the conference's division. In the minority report, the socialists . 
criticized the TLe for sllpporting the Borden govemment's war policy, and the 
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dominance of craft unions in the TLC. They argued the congress was not 

representative of Labour because delegate selection, TtC procedures, und 

committee structures, favoured the international llnions.1OO For more 

representation, the report continued, city labour councils and provincial labour 

f.ederations ollght to have more access to the TLC and more powpr to iDflucncc ils 

policy making.101 This would clearly radicalize TLC policy since the socialists 

dominated many important city labour eOllncils t and indeed, uscd thcm as a forum 

to criticize the conservalive er~t dominated TLc.1°2 Attribuling their failurc al 

Quebec 10 eastern craCt conserv~i1{>m, the milit:mt Western delcgatcs calleel for a 

Western Labour Conference to project a radical alternative inlo the nalional Labour 

movement. 

Syndicalist and indus trial union impulses came together at the Western Labour 

Conyention at Calgary, in March 1919, to form the One llig Union. The new 
., 

organiz,ation expressed traditional socialist doctrine: the abolition of production for 

profit, the overthrow of capitalism, and the creation of an cconomic system based 

upon need.103 Tra~e unions, postred the Conference, must organize along 

industrial lines, "so that by virtlle 1f their indus trial strength the workers may he' 
1 

better prepared to enforce any demands they consider essential to thcir maintenance 

and weIl being.n104 The conference was vague enough to creatc a coalition of forces 

among socialists discontent with Labourite parliamentary political action and among 
\ 

trade unionists concerned with the TLC's dogmatie craft unionism. 

The OBU provoked 'Controversy from its conception. Porcmost in cveryonc's 

mind \Vas the question of revollitionary intent. The Borden governmcnt certainly 

found evil in the OBU. Business feared the cutting edge of revolutionary politic8. 

A*'l\d the nc saw. the OBU as a threa't to politieal order. To answer this question 

"Ii 
one must understand SPC intentions sinee the OBU was its child. The onu was an 
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organization from which a conscious, disciplined working class could evolve. I05 

Like an Hegelian slave b~rsting the Masters bonds, the OBU would prepare for the . 
future socialist society, from within capitalist society. 106 Within the OBU, however, 

the SPC leadership explicitly distanced itself from the syndicalists of IWW ilk for 

whom the OBU was an instrument for revolutionary change in itself.l~7 Indeed, the 

OBU expressed the change in SPC political thinking wherein the politieal party' 

would lead an~ndustrial union movement for economic and poli tic al purposes.I08 

So, in itself, the OBU was not a revolutionary instrument, nor was the general 

strike. It was a forum through which a revolutionary movement could evolve in ~ ... 

pursuit-uf peaceful change at sorne undefined future point.109 

Did the onu reflect popular working c1ass views or just those of a radical 

cHte" This question was always hotly debated by participants and academics. For 

Meighen and Robertson, the OBU was spawned by cbmmunist agitators who took 

advanlage of discontented, though loyal, working class citizens. For Kavanaugh, 

Pritchard mld Russell, the ~ OBU represented working class aspirations for 

political/indllstrial change and eventllally a transition to socialism. Much historieal 

intcrpretation from Bercuson and McNalight, to Freisan and Kealey, roam between 

the ubove points of view. Both are right. The SPC did take advantage of western 

Labour's discQnlent, but they also agitated for radical action throllgh trade union 

dcmocratic proeesses. They petitioned, preached, haranglled trade llniol1ists to send 

SPC supported delegates to the Western Labour Conference. SPC organizers 

canvassed the country and received much sympathy even in eastern Canada.110 

Many trade unions did affiliate with the OBU despite the debac1e of industrial 

.t unionislll at Winnipeg.UI Moreover, the SPC leadership felt pu shed into strikes 

they would not have otherwise chosen to fight. Russell, for example, opposed the 

Winnipeg general strike.112 Indeed, the SPC leadership felt duty bound to lead 

despite the consequences. -(I)f the workers decide to go out", exc1aimed the SPC's 

123 ..... 



t) -

Carl Berg, 
1 

Then we will have to aet and do the best we can. we can not baek out of 
anything(.) we ace to fight and to show the way. but we will have to use whot 
little' grey mattnje possess ta see that w~ do nat get 'into any traps laid by 
the mas~rs .... 

So, much of the pressure for quick decisive actipn came from bel0'f forcing the} 

radical elite to act or be left behind. 

If the virulent -animosity of the government and thé TLC to~ard the onu is 

any measurement of the seriousness of radical sympathies amongst ordinary trade 

unionists, th en clearly, Labour's radical turn was significant. The crown chargcd 

SPC activists after the Winnipeg general strike with sC(lition, some of whom who 

were only minor figures such as Pritchard. The courts made il c1cnr th(\t a gelleral 

strike was criminal. The TLe led an uncompromising campaign Hgainst onu 

sympathizers, across the country, expclling trade unions from city labour coullciis. 

and the TLC. Perhaps the TLC's International union community did fear the onu 

threatened the politieal ordcr. BJt what the onu did threaten was the structure of 

trade unionism and the TLe's, careful building of a politically responsible labour 

movement, given existing politieal relationships and elite notions of decoru111. If the 

government did not feel Labour's grass roots were revolutionary they did fear the 

SPC's potential for sharpening a radical edge to Labour politics. 
( -

Was the rise of Labour radicalism, especially Labour's civil war, (\nd the rise 

of the OBU, a regional phenomenon? This question is important bccause, if so, the 

serious possibility of any SPC alternative to Canadian politieal and economic 

problems would seem even Icss plausible. Bercuson, McCormack, and Robin, 10 

varying degrees, take the Western exceptionalist position. The western Labour 

movement was radical due to a unique fermentation of socio-cconomic forces: 

resource extraction industries semi-skilled labour, radical immigrants, and a raw 

frontier ail congealed Înto radicalism. The eastcrn labour movcmenl by contrast 
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was more conservative, industry less volatile, society more stable.114 At the !J'Le 
, 

convention at Quebec city, the western delegates led the radie al attack: they formed 

thcir own caucus, wrote the minority report, founded the OBU. By contrast, Kealey 

argucs "our understanding oC 1919 must be built on national and international 

conjuncturesw, and that "the radical west and the conservative east have become 

sorry shibboleths oC Canadian historiography.,,115 That the West maYt be unique is 

not so important since one can.say the same for Hamilton, Toronto or Cape Breton 

Island: working c1nss development diCCers Crom community to community 

anyway.116 Much socialist and militant industrial unionism, not to mention the 

Russian, German, Hlingarian revolutions, englobed western democracies, in 

gcncral, at wars end.117 As Cor the TLC convention at QlIebec city, Kealey argues 

dclegatc voling rctlects meaningC~ll support for the radical point oC view. Though 

thc Wcst sent of 45 of 445 delegates many radical resolutions were only narrowly 

dcfeatcd, such as the motion to Cree politieal prisoners, which lost 99 to 90.118 It 

SCCIllS clcar, at least to Kealey, that there was sympathy Cor the socialist cause in 

castern Cnnada. And Kealey is quitc right; Bercllson, McCormack and Robin do 

nol systcmatically prove radicalisl11 was a western phenomenon. One thing Kealey 

docs not melHion, however, is that the SPC and SDP were predomimmtly western 

organizations.1l9 The SPC's national headquarters was in B.C.; there was never a 
{; 

national SPC convention, and the only time members from differing provinces met 

at a convention was in Fernie B.C . .120 So:; the radical edge of the post-war labour 

. • movcment IllY in western leadership, yet sympathy for radical measureSf arguably, 

was nation wide. Moreover, the SPC leaders, the western delegatesto the Quebec 

and Calgary conferences themselves identified, then addressed, the problem as a 

western one. 

Ukrainian labour and sociaIist activists pariicipated in the Labour movement's 

protest against the war, but in a limited fashion. Mo~t Ukrainians. feared public 
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dernonstrations âgainst the war and for good reasons: the govemment intemed . 
dissenters, patriotic vigilante groups hunted bohunks in the streets.121 Wc must not 

underestimate the Ukrainian fear of Anglo-Canadian prejudice dùring the wa~. As 

one Ukrainian comrnented, 

Owing to the unjust classification of ail Slavs as Austrians and anti-allies, and 
owing to a certain degree of intolerance and hatred towards evcrything that is 
forelgn bas been transplanted in the publk mind, resulting in indiscreet 
lootmg of property dlsturbing divine service in church, raiding of private 
homes and personal assau\ts of the grave st kind, to all those who have the 
appearance of foreign birth, thus rendering our lives in danger. 122 

Disenfranchised Ukrainians eould not, obviously, express tbeir dissent at the polis, 

but those who could vote voted overwhelmingly against the Union coalition. In 

sorne comrnunities, such as Winnipeg, where labour coalitions formed to fight the 
1" 

eleetion, sorne medium for participation'in electoral poUties exfstcd, through tilcir 

affiliation with parties sueh as the SDP .123 If most Ukrainians wcrc rcticcnt to 

express dissent, the editors of Jhe Robotchny Narod werc not as they dcnollneed the 

Wartimes Elections act. 124 Since Ukrainians were powerlcss, Ukrainian soeinlists 
, 

hoped English Canadian class solidarity would pro'ect them through the clcetoral 

proeess with a solid c1ass vote.125 Wh en it did not, the disappointcd Ukminian 

socialists criticized English Canadian c1ass solidatity, bitterly remarking, "lct thcm 

t 
unite with the A(mericaI) F(ederation) of L(abour) and its,~ ___ . 

an, "let us, take example from, true workers organizntions like thosc ... 

Russia. "126 

Indeed the USDP drifted toward direct politieal action. Th rough <lU t 191~-19, 

:-.. 
the USDP stylized themselves aftèr. the Boisheviks and suggested workcrs and 

f 

soldiers establish councils.127 USDP activists ac~uircd organizing skiUs through 

their experienee in trade union organization and strikcs, cspccinlly in Winnipeg 

during 1917.128 So, wh en Ukrainian la~rers needed hclp in tradè' union ~vities, 

it was the Boisheviks who were always thete. In somc' cases, such as Edmonton/s, 
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Ukrainian SDP locals "h'ad reas!,nably close relations with IWW headquarters in 

Chicago ..... 1:9 No one of course argues tbis meant revol~tion was pendin$' It 

means ~ny Ukrainians were sympathetic, to sociaUst ideas in the context ,of the 

Great War. Since USDP membership jumped from 600 to 2000 members, between 
, " 

1917 and 1918, it is reasonable to believe sorne Ukrainians expressed their political 

discontent with Canadian politics, and seriously considered a Bolshevik 
t . 

alternative.l~O Aiso rernember that this growth in party membership took place 

when the can:dian govern~ent was interning Ukra~ni~ns' who beeame involved C 
radical organizaûons. This sympathy was indeed broad~r insofar as it extended to 

J 

the rni'fttng cornmunities and factories' where east European immigrants were 

sympathetic to llyndicalist and Bvlshevist ideas anyway. Indeed, the Cahan report 

on radiealism pieked up on this.131 Though Ùkrainian socialists did not participate 
~ 

signifieantly in the founding of the OBU, directly, it P was a distinctly Canadian 

radical medium of expression through w,hich Ukrainian' immigrants could potentially 

participate becallse, here, Anglo-Canadians did not reject the alien. Why? Because 

"the interests 'of aIl members of the internati~nal working class 

- this body of workers recognized no alien but 

DlIring the Great War, the fra bour movement did aequire a CQmmon 
;/ 

sense of purposc in their opposition to the Borden gov~~ent's war plticies frOlu 
~ . . 

which four politieal alternatives fpr working class actio~ were projected. SPC afij/ 

SDP aetivists, Labourite and Liberal trade unionists, in many cases, wer. able to 
.... 

restrain their differences and oppose the Union coalition during the 19i7 general 

electi6n, Once Labour lost this election, the factions prœented alternatives which 

were by no means mutually exclusive. First, the conservative craii unions, ~n the 

T~C. accepted the lègitirnacy of the Borden~overnme~t's el~ction vietory, tben .. 

opteJ to participa4n the nation's maRagern nt. This was not simplya retum to . , 

any pre 1917 status quo ante bellum sinee the Canadian governrnent .... viewed Labour ~ 

~~ 
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participation seriously, albeit in limiteit jurisdictions, at a poinr .where gov~mme~t 

beeame more intrusive in private economic affairs. Moreover, Labour certainly had 

an impact upon the traditional party system, the evidence of which Jay in the choice 

of W.L.M. King, a labour specialists and labour bureaucrat, as the leader of the 

Liberal party in 1919. Second, eyen the syndicalists found a place in post-wnr 

radicalism where many influenced industrial unions such ~ the United Mine 

Workers of America, and the OBU, then later fell into the rank~f the Communist 

Party of Canada. Third, the Marxist strains within the SDP, along with the SPC, 

presented an alternative at first loosely patterned upon the Dolshcvik cxperiencc, 

then specifically upon the guidelines of the Third International. Hcrc the Marxisl 

parties became dire~tly involved in militant industrial unionism; lhey saw lhclllsclvcs 

as a crucial force, whose activity prepared the ground for broad social, cconomic 

and politieal change. Yet this was not revolutionary, as in the Russian cxpericncc, 

• since Canada was a liberal dernocracy where change "would come peacefully through 

perfectly constitutional forms."133 Last, Labourites cOlltinued theirf\,truggle for an 

inclusive parliamentary socialist party owhich united politieal and economic forces 
, 

within the seope of a socialist and trade union movernent alliance, modellcd upon 

the)British Labour pârty. From the eontext of the Great War, thesc choiecs 

represented a range of alternatives from which the labour moyement could structure 

politieal and economic protest, and oject alternative visions of Canadian liCe. ,-

IV 
• ,-Il 

These 'ational im~ulses for industrial, and politieal ctwngc also exprcsscd 

local Winnipeg'l trade union and socialist p~~est. Though industrial striJecs )nd 

'\ 128 ... 

rd 



( 

( 

1 J 

politieal protel>t were no' systematically related, they still formed a cohesive working 

clasH front BInee Winnipcg's trade unionists and socialists were concerned about 

(cmocracy and civil rights. So here, the demands of the strikers and the sOCJalists 

at the Walkcr theatre meeting erossed 

The gist of Wlflnlpeg's mdustrial relations problems was about whether or not 

" workcrs had the nght to organize trade unIOns, ln what evC0 fashion ~ey chose 

Incrcaslllgly, so It seems, WlIllllpeg trade umons turned to industnal uniom~ This 

tlld nol nccc'>l>anly Illcan lhe orgamzatlOn of ,unskilled labourers or syndlcahsm; It 

IIIcant the un,lly of ~killed trade umons in one bargaining council 

l'he public servants struck in May 1918 for the right to stnkc 134 In the course 

of two week ... 12 union,>, of more than 6,800 workers, incIud1l1g some trade unIOn" 

wlllch weill ag,lIn\t thelr eastern leaders speclfic instructions, jOll1ed the stnkc 111 

~Y»M!athy 135 1 he ncgotJallons IIlvolved many groups who were not directly related 

10 the connlct Local bllsll1e~smen, city councll, and the Ulllon Illll1lstcr of Labour, 

ncgotl.ltcd wlth a special sub-committce of the WfLC's newly formet! General 

Stnke COlllnllttee. and not just the trade unIOns dlrectly II1volved 136 Gideon 

1 
Robcrt~on stcpped III to Illechate the contlict, defined it as a questIOn of trade umon 

nghts, and advised the city council to accept the unions right to strike; and for these 

fOncc!>~iom, the trade unions in retum withdrcw their demands for fire brigade 

officers' right to strike. 137 For Social Democratie alderman John Queen, the strike 

had to be won to "make Winnipeg safe for democracy."138 Within ~he broad 

national context. where trade union rights seemed tenuous, the trade unions at 

Winnipeg stood on principle, demonstrated their power, and won. 

Mcanwhile, the railway shop craft unions attempted to organize the Contract 

§hop workers. Since mid 1917, unions, such as the IAM in Winnipeg, pressed for 

trade union organization, aJong industrial Hnes, so labour could present a solid front 

G 
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to employers. In late April 1918 the railway shop craft unions fonned the Winnipeg 

. Metal Trades Council (MTC) pressed for wage parity bctwcen railway shop und 

Contract shop workers, and after a successful organization drive, presented 1\ draft 

agreement to forty-five shops Speculating on the MTC's tachcs Bereuson argue:. 

the purpose was much deeper since, 1 
The umons undoubtedly asked for these hlgh rates only for llegllhntlllll 
purposes and were probably wllhng 10 setlle for Jess after bargmllmg wlth 
management If management bargamed they would have hud to rccogll1/() the 
unions 139 

Indeed, the Royal CommissIOn created to inquiJe into the dispute sccm ... to support 

this argument. If compared to wage payment scales acro~~ thc country. the 

CommissIOn conclllded, the MTC did not have a Just ca~c sincc no Contrat t ~hop 

workers earned as much as rmlway shop workcrs. So the b~lIe \Va~ one 01 prim Iplc 

recognition of trade unions chosel"i by workcrs - IIldustnal uI1lon' III 1l11d Âugll ... t 

1918, the WI'LC passed a resollitlOn to take a general sympathy'/ ... tnke vote lor /0111 

weeks hence lly the end of August, however, the exhall~tcd rank and Itle Il.ld 

returned ta work in dnbs and drabs They won a pay incrca ... e but lu ... 1 Ihe hlgh 

ground for pnnclple In early 1919, the same I<;Slle, the salllc trade UIIJ(lIl ... , the '.tIllC 

employers, the same II1dustnal lIIuon proJet, returned wllh dramailuilly IIIl're.I'l'd 

intensity. 

As Winnipeg trade unions bccame c~ez more aggreS1>IVC III thclr Lolleetlvc 

bargaming practices, the CIty trad es council also becamc II1crca~lIlgly radIcal 

During the 1918 MTC quarrel with the Contract Shops,\he WI'LC, III additlOll to 

supporting a general strike, passed a resolution calling fof the l'Le "to IInmediatcly 

st art a reconstruction of the worker's economic organization along thc lillc!> of 

industrial unionism, with the revolutionary goal the taking of thc machincry of 

production in the interests of society' .,~,,140 Moreover, the Wl'LC pa!>!>cd 

resolutions for general strikes against the Bordcn government 10 protect trade U/uon 
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principlcs viz., the right to strike. In October,,,,the cabinet passed an Order-lO­

council without consulting any Labour represcntatives, on any govcrnment boards, 

which made strikcs iIIegal. When five Calgary shopmen were charged und~r this 

law, the WfLC and affiliated unions voted 92 percent in favour of a general strike 

against the law.t41 Even though the governmcnt conceded to Labour's threat, still 

trade unionists and socialists feared the loss of civil liberties 142 Then, in early 

Dccember, the wrLC appolnted Russell, Armstrong and Tlpping to a commlttee 

whose purpQse was to organize a meeting, which was supposed to mcIude <tll 

political parties, to protest government wartime policies. 143 This meeting focuse,j 

upon restrictions of democratic and civil rights 

The Walker Theatre meeting was an expressIOn of Wmnipeg Labour's political 

dlscoutent BeCore an audience of 1,700 people, speakers protested against the 

incarceration of politlcal prisoners, and military aid to counter-revolutlOnary forces 

III the Soviet Ul110n 144 This last lIem on the agenda reflectecl the internationalism 

of Canadian sociahst parties, mo!>t of whom sympathized wlth the I30lsheviks 145 

The ~econd Item enumerated specifie Canadian political gnevances coneernin~ CIvil 

rights. The socialists called for the hberatlon of political prisoncrs which they 

divided into three classes. l'evercnd Ivens of the Labour ehurch spoke against the 

internment of cnemy aliens; he argued that the principle at stake was due proce~~ of 

law, and trial by Jury,146 Second, speakers argued that -Canadian citizen's lost the 

right to free association when government Order-in:councils made radical 

associations ilIegal.147 Last, speakers argued those who distributed, published or 

wrote socialist Iiterature lost the right to ex ess politieal opinions, and efiticize 

govcrI1mcnt.148 One speaker grumbled, "Milt n had demanded freedom to THINK 

to have convictions and EXPRESS the se con . etions above aIl other Iiberties.,,149 

So the speakers at the Walker theatre based their right to express an alternative 

political and economic worldview on ancient English political traditions and even 
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used English literature to clarify these rights. Il was Ihcir righl 10 cxpress Iheir poinl 

of view. The Walker Thealre meeting queslioned Ihe lcgitimaey of the governmcnt 

to govern based upon its own traditions_ It was throllgh Ordcrs-in-collneil, cnbinet 

made law, that British civil liberties were arbitrarily withdrawn. Arbitrary, hcrc, 

meant that laws ~ere made outside the demoeratic proe~ss, wilhoui parliuménlary 

debate. This coneern did much 10 unite labour sinee. as Bill lIoop argllcd nt the 

meeting, Orders-in-council were uscd to repress legitimate politienl parltcs and trade 

union rights, and eventllally rupture Ihe del1locratic proccss itsclf. ISO 

If the Walker Theatre meeting representcd thc 1I1creasIIlg !.olidarily 01 

Winnipeg work'ng c\ass opinion, it also expressed fundal1lental divisions, { Illutllal 

suspicIOns within so list poli tics Thc WTLC ... rcmcmbcr, formcl a cOlllnlittce tn 

prepare a meetll1g of all polItieal parties. l'Ire- SPC however m:tlllplilated the 

circumstances to eXc\lIde other sociahst partle~. Two princlple~ were III 

contradiction between which, the SI'C mcmbcrs of the WTLC COl11mlttee had tn 

choQ?e As a mie SPC activists could not ~peak on the c;amc platform with othcr 

party spokesmen, unless in opposition, yet the WrLC rcsolutlo,11 wa!. II1de<v1 specilic 
! 

in its instructio,ns to inc\ude all parties. Before the WTLC coml11ittee cOlll(T l11eet a 

second time to finalize a date, the SPC mcmbcrs announced Ihe Walkcr Thcatre 

meeting as an SPC and WfLC evcnt. 151 Thc othcr politienl parties felt cheated. 

One month afterward Ernest Robinson, WI'LC secretary, disclail1lcd the coullcil's 

responsibility for the meeting.152 Neverthelcss John Queen, the SDP city alderman 

and Jan:es Winning WfLC president and Labour party sympathil.cr r wcrc prescnt 

Despite the manipulative behaviour of" the SPC, il is still ~Icar Ihat Ihe olher 

politieal parties and Labour agreed, in principle, about the reallons for which Ihe 

meeting was called, though they most certainly would have prcsenlcd their 

interpretation differently. 
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Strictly speaking the collective bargaining aspirations of Winnipeg trade 

unionists, and the Walker Theatre meetings politieal pr?test, are not precisely 

relatcd in any syst,cmatic way. The MTC eoncerned itself with the Contract shops; 

the Walker Theatre meeting with holding the government to account for its wartime 

conduet. Neither did the industrial union development witpin the MTC explicitly 

englobc the SPC's politically motivated industrial unionism. Both, however, 

expressed a eommon grievance against the government's disregard for democratic 

practices and civil liberties. The Contraet shops did not reeognize the rtght of 

" 
workers to have trade unions they chose. 
~ ~ 

working cla~s political expression. Trade unionists and Socialists in Win 

thcir principles were wronged. Ihis vague but powerful sort of unity found 

principlcs, should not be underestimated. Common sense tells us this was a 

potcntwlly explosive :-ltuatlOn because ma st everyone fel! deprived of the just 
\-

rewards due them for their tremendous sacrifices during a global war against 

Hutocracy 

v 

Anglo-Saxon and Ukrainian workers suffered 1 within the Canadian \ .. 
economie/poli tic al system. The pressures of the Great War augmente~ this 

llnfairness already structured into the system. During the war, employers and 

government did not support trade union rights or collective bargaining in order to 

smooth over potential indllstrial eonfliets. When the reaIities of the sacrifices 

t needed to win the war became apparent, the state increased the control and 

discipline of labour through cabinet made law. When socialist' politieal parties, 
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syndicalist unions ~d trade unions opposed government policy, the stnte withdrew 

basie civil rights, which, indeed, make dissent possible. When governmcnt feared 

the consequences of a genuine election, il altered the electornl procedures and 

franchise. These marginalized groups in Canadian society fcared for their civil, 

economie, and politieal rights; they feared political repression. 

The Anglo-Canadian workers and Ukrainians did not suffer this oppression in 

the same way or to the same degree. The abuse of Ukrainiall Canadian civil and 

democratie rights extended to the entire Ukrainian co mm unit y especially the 

unnaturalized immigrant. Wh en the Great War began, east European unnaturnlized 

immigrants, lost their civil rights; they eould not bclong to certain political 

associations, or certam trade unions. Those who did belong to thcse organizlllions 

nsked internment and deportation witholl' due process of law. Fear spread qllickly 

to the rest of the east European community, especially when ail naturalii'ed cnemy 

aliens lost the right to vote. Furthermore, they lost the right to express IheJll~elves 

at meetings in their own language, at church or in radical politieal associations. The 

consequences of being a community without rights was cIear. 1 Jla~Illuchas 
,~ 

unemployment could lead to internment, and trade union agitation could lead tn 

unemployment, this ethnie oppression extended across working life. And, even if 

one had a job, to the Anglo boss a Hun was a Hun. Furthermore, the protection of 

civil and democratic rights throu~h law became meaningless bec au se il was the law 

that authorized internment camps, cIosed down political parties, crushcd trade 

o 

unions. So indeed, the state provided the means by which c1ass and ethnie 

'\ 
prejudice tumM to brute oppression. 

Anglo-Canadian workers and labour leaders did not sb are the sanlc intense 

experience of oppression, but, nevertbeless, tbey still fearcd thrcats to their civil 

an~ political liberties, and indeed, their way of life. Their own institutions and 
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social practiees were not recognized as legitimate. Canada fought for freedom in 

Eur6pe, while at home, one could not organize trade unions without fear of the 

Boss' retaliation. Labour, asked to sacrifice for the nation's cause watched the 

employer get rich. Then, as the war progressed, govemment circumscribed trade 

union rights, c10sed down printing presses, and made radical associations ilIegaI. 

Anglo-Canadian workers were oppressed upon the basis of c1ass. 

Although Anglo-Saxon and east European workers felt the unfairness keenly, 

they did not necessarily share a common sense of community. Since skilled and 

llnskilled labour, usually, were ethnically split, workers lacked a sense of 

COlllllllllllty. This ethnie pecking order, il seems, reflected employer prejudices; it 

was also an order by which many Anglo-Saxons benefited, and indeed, llsed to .., 

cxcIude cast European workers. Most of ail, the Anglo-Saxon workers shared a 

similar ethnie identity with Canada's ec6nomic and political elites so that the Anglo-

Saxon worker appeared t«'have more in common with the boss than any immigrant 
~ 

labourer. And when the Great War broke out, Anglo-Canadian nativism, quite 

c1carly, acccntcd the lack of working c1ass community soli~rity across ethnie 
ft 

diffcrences. 

Even though marginalized,.east European ethnie groups still had some links to 

the Canadian Labour movement. East European workers were involved in industrial 

llllions. East European socialist leaders were in contact with Anglo-Canadian 

socialist leaders; their organizations affiliated to Anglo-Canadian organizations. So, 

in a small way, the east Europeans were part of a general unification of the 

Canadian Labour movement during the war years. 

From common grievanees, based upon fundamentaJ issues coneerning Labour, 

the Labour movement was able to express signifieant unity and present clear 

alternatives for a \mited class movement. Against the Union coalition, during the 
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1917 eleetion, many of the factious working class -groups unified to protest 

conscription and proteet trade union rights. Many socialist and trade union activists 

argued a new c1ass movement was imperative to proteet workers' interests, n 

movement very different from that of the international unions and the TLe. The 

options were syndicalism, a militant industrial unionism associatcd with 1\ 

revolutionary politieal party, and a British model Labour party for which an 

inclusive politicaJ p;rrt)' supported an affiliated trade union movemcnt. These 

options, national in seope, coloured the local industrial and politieal eonf1ie~ in 

many Canadian communitie~ including Winnipeg. And, i~ witniPCg, the formation 

of new politieal options eorresponded with radic~lized eolleetiv argaining eonfliets 

whose new industrial relations methods had rieh politieal mcaning. If the Walkcr 

Theatre meeting and the dispute betwccn the MTC and the Contraet shops \Vas 

related, il was through indllstrial llnionism, a new form of trade lInionisl11 \Vith J1uilly 

~ifferent meanings in 1919 . 
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ehapler Four 

The General Smke: a Fragmented Unity 

The Winnipeg general stnke was about choiee. Indeed, the range of chOlces 

were bOlllld by the situation within which Winnipeggers found themselves, their 

MlClal, ecollomic, and politieal contex\. In order to make sense of those choices, 

we must llllderstand what they meant for whom. The strike is embedded within 

wehs of ~Igllllïcance, an llndcrstandmg of which helped the participants choose a 
(, 

l'Ollr!>c of actIOn. 

Since therc are so Illany differcnt levels of rneaninraddlY related, the 

cohercnce of the strike is fragmented. Though the strike is \whole, since it IS one 

social phenomenon, and SO, too, the sense of c1ass solidarit~ach part c)0es not 

necessarily mcsh into a logical, consistent unit y of meanings. No \ ;XPlanation 

captures the sense of the strike, nor the sense of c1ass solidarity. Il is~mented, 

yet wc recognize its unity. And so we must illustrate the fragments. 

Certain general themes relate these fra&ments. Here the logic of three 

previous chapt ers guide us. They broadly define the se themes woven iuto the fabric 

of the strike. Humall beillgs are in a situation which demands action. Partly 

determincd by their values, social practices and institutions, the practical action of 

human beillgs is nlso self-formative, so their values, social practices, and institutions 
(? 

fOrIll, hardell, reforni as conflict moves, as meaning and situati<?n change. From 

historical experience working class communities acquired a sense of community, 
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class traditions, and class prOJet~iété. These developed within Ihe scope of 

larger democratie traditions, and intellectual movements relllied to the 

Enlightenment, whieh varied within different ethnie worldviews. The immedillte 

social, economic, and politieal context of the Great War touched these strnins so 

that politieal and eeonomic justice beeame a general eoncern. And last, workers 

shared a eommon sense of suffering within certain social, economic, IInd politienl 

relationships, a sufferîng they could measure by thcir own class âSl:'rràtt6lÎ~ -iïittl..._ 

notions of human dignity. 

Now these fragments are connected oddly and somelimcs in contradlrtory 

ways. At other times, two contexts, hardly related in a direct way, becolllc Ml , 
Odd? Here is what l mean. During the Grcat War, many of thc stnkc leader!. \Vcre 

.pacifists, yet dllring the strike, many veterans conOated the fight for dClllocrary III 

1 

France with the fight for trade union rights in Winnipeg Dcmocratie t raditlon:-. 

joined two fragments But then again, many veterans wcre \Vtlltng tn dl~eJlfra\l('hl!.l' 

east European brother workers; take away thcir civil nghts. I1erc, daims tn 

democratic traditions seem hollow. And again a twist. The cast blropeans in the 

main supported the strike. They had class movements of thcir own stceped in 

democratie and class politieal traditions. Sa, at Winnipeg, there cxisted a 

fragmented llnity wherein thc fragments could conncct in many different ways and 
~..-r 

not in others. The b~7'hing twist of human bon ding underscored these fragments . 
./ 

contradictions separated and llnified human beings. And thc task of thc strikc 

leaders was to grasp and reconcile these opposites, the purpose of which being to 

unify a fragmented unit y . 

Il is exactly this whieh made the Winnipeg General strike sa important. Thc 
1 . 

fragments of the strike could be joined in so many different ways to fix a meaning to 
f 

Canadian class politics: to reconcUe differences such as ethnicity or ideology, and 
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fashion one movement at best, or a series of increasingly determinate movements at 

least, which would suit Canadian liCe. 

Class eonflict marked the ehoiees for Winnipeggers during the strike. For the 

Labour movcment three alternative worldviews - liberal, marxist, and christian 

socialist - united against a common enemy in a situation where social, economic, 

and political relationships were becoming i~easingly repressive. Each alternative 

worldview represented a totality, a holistie perspective which ordered social, 

economic and politieal life At certain p"oints there were common agreements, at 

others, not; and where there was agreement sometimes the justification diCfered: a 

c oml1l li III st , a socialist, and business trade lInionist could ail support tracle 1I11l0ns 

for different and similar reasons. So the issues WhlCh defined the causes of confllct 

, - collective bargaining and a living wage - had a range of meanings related ta each 

lolalily. These issues are related to Brilish and Ukrainian working c1ass traditIOns, 

so c1ass dcmocratic traditions, which aspired to economie and political justice, can 

nol be ignored if the strike is ta make sense. The Great War and fear of economic 

dislocation, eontrasted democracy and eeonomic justice, so the eapacity of existing 

C'ilnadian social relationships ta provide both was put into question. These working 

class alternatives promised ta reeoncile the se opposites, democracy and econamie 

well being. And this promise was extended ta Anglo-Saxon as weIl as east 

European Canndians. So Winnipeggers chose a partlcular form of class protest, the 
.) 

gelleral strike, which would be good for them, something whieh would enhance their 
... 

frecdom politically and eeonomieally, in order ta proteet and extend their quality of 

Iife. 

A-very real restraint upon the aspirations of Winnipeg strikers existed. Each 

labour alternative does not unfold freely, (jonsistent to its logie, as a seed might 
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become a tree. One restraint is the nature of the Canadian politieal proccss. Somc 

authors such as Horowitz and Penner argue Canadian polities rcncct the worldview 

of elites. A Tory elite cOfQfined business and polities, national cconomic growth. 

and a role for the stat: in private ~apital accumulation.1 Sincc the Toryrtmin tirst 

marked politieal development, the political process, its structures und institutions 

reflect the Tory understanding of politieal conflict. This point of view fmmes niccly 

that of authors such as Jenson and Brodie who argue the politieal party is the 

medium through which elites structure political debate and con~eqllently c1ectoral 

potities. As such, c1ass politics lost its impact as the dominant parties practiced 

" consensus politics, and simply dellled c1ass confliet was meHningful .. They brokered 

a variety of c1eavages such as region, religIOn and ethl1lclty. t hen called t helll 

Canadian politics. This left c1ass sOll1ewhere in the nethcr world. so da~s con/llet 

never acquired its proper political expression 111 Can,dian in~ti tutlOn),. Cla~s 

cleavages, then, were explained more as regional, ethnie, and rcliglOlis l'(lnnlct~ 

And, of course, there is sense in this, evcn if c1ass conflict was lInfairly acccnted. 

since c1ass protest did change depending upon region, ethnieity and religion. 

This is why, for Winnipeg elites, the strike was an alien backed, radical led, 

revolution. Many of the east European strikers were revolutionaries, and the Anglo-
, 

Saxon strike leaders did challenge the politieal process which did not cope with 

class conflict. For Winnipeg businessmen and professionals, the threat was clear M) 

they formed the Citizens' Committee of 1000 to fight Labour. Its leaders werc not 

elected. !ts relationship to politicnl institutions was not formalized. The source <If 

its copious funds were unknown. Yet it had the sympathy and co-operation of ail 

three levels of government. When federal government cabinet ministers journcyed 

to Winnipeg to solve the conflict, Citizen Committee members met them en roUie. 

'''1 knew practically all of them personally ... " said Arthur Meighen. 

They insisted that the first essential was to make c~rtalD that there be weil 
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traincd troops maintaincd at close enough range to be able, If necesslty arose, 
to support civil power, when, as they fully expected, such civIl power would 

3 be challcnged by the UOIons and thClf adherents 

Meighcn adopted this point of view and never attempted to address .. the Winnipeg 

strikers' grievances {ully. Just by virtue of a massive strike political authority was 

challenged. So the civie, provincial and federal governments, and their institutions, 

police ~d prisons, aligned thcmselves with one c1ass against another. Another very 

rcal restraint upon Labour. 

Two sides. And so thcrc was confhet. Class eonfhct. The eomplexity of 

choices within thesc two sidcs must n4pc us, for a variety of options existed 

for caeh. At stake was the future POSslbi~ies for a unified class movement. The 

cmployers and government hac! three possible choiees to responc! to the strike: 

crush it, Ict Labour c!cfine ils own class praeticcs, or find sorne compromise with 

some portion of Labour. Dy contrast, the factions within the Labour movement 

baffle the imagination, as does Labour's unit y . Since industrial and poli tic al action 

\Vere al ways interdependent for Labour, and given the intensity of protest against the 

Canadian government for its repression of civil rights, anti-democratie behaviour 

and a gencral impulsc for some politieal change in the immediate post-war years, the 
ç 

politieal I11caning of labour's industrial aspirations beeame accented. So wit~in the 

Labour movement, very serious choices had to be made which would fix an 

incrcasillgly coherent, unified c1ass movement. The totality of these choices make 

up the substance of historical .fhange. Indeed, a dialqctical process of choice 

bctween alternatives permeates the strike, a reconciling of opposites, a striving for 

fixity in social practices and institutions whieh only the resolu!ion of conflict could 

achieve, if only for a moment. 

This chnpter's purpose is to relate the meanings of Labours choices together 

to explain the dramatic class solidarity at Winnipeg during the strike. The first two 
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fragments define the richness of Labour's choices. Sin ce the strike was caused by 

collective bargaining and 'living wage' concems, this chapter will begin here. So thc 

meanlng of these two concepls will be relatcd 10 the Labour movement's socialist 

and trade union traditions. The differing definitions rcpresent choice bctwecn c1ass 

alternative worldviews. These politieal choiccs pcrmeated trade unions, sa the 

second fragment will illustrate the nature of politiea! dcbatc about c1ass politieal 

alternatives within one influential Winnipeg Irade union. The thinl fragljlcnt 

concems the Labour movement's own democratic process. Il will describe the 

organization of the sympathetic strike through the WrLC, an institutional fralllc 

work within which trade union and socialist factions could unitc. \) The fourth 

fragment coneerns the way in which ethnicity folded inlo c1ass solidarity Since 

eVldence about Ukrailllan participation is scan t this fragment IS Illorc of a polcmic 

which weaves together common sense, imagination, and evidcnce to dcmonstratc the 

plausibility of Ukramian COIISCIOUS participation for c1ass purposes. Il j:., at this 

point that the Great War and Great War veterans draw out the contradiction within 

c1ass solidarity across etlmic elcavages, yct forcefully unite the democratic traditions 

of the working class, the Great War's concern for democracy, and the gellcra! 

strike. This will be our sixth fragment. The following fragment concerns the fedcral 

government's response ta the strike. Again, this is about choice, sinee il series of 

choices were imposed upon strikers, which suited the worldview of Canada's 

political eHtes. The eighth and ninth fragments concern the striker's respollse. 

Since the strike leaders entered the judicial and politieal processes, their respo/lse 

illustrates how class movements relate economic and p~litieal purposes. The 

resolution of the strike also fragmented Labour's unit y at Winnipeg. So the last 

fragment will deseribe the different, though more detcrminate shape, Canadian c1ass 

movements acquired. The underlying themes that unify thesc fragments, are: the 

working class sense of community; democratie traditions; aspirations for cconomic 
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justice; social movements whieh relate economie and politieal purposes; and similar 

class experience. These fragments and themes, meanings and their relationships, 

the action of choice and an historieal process, ereated an historieal memory we may 

properly cali consciousness of c1ass. We may not, however, cali this consciousness 

unified. 

The strikc was about two pnnciples. the right to a livmg wage, and the right to 

bargain collcctlvely. First: the living wage. Il meant "a right to a wage adequate to 

muintain a rcasonable standard of Iife, having regard to the civilization of (the) tune 

and country.,,4 Indced, this definition was situational and empirieal, so Winnipeg 

trade unions presented detailed cost of living figures, for housing and health care, 

meat and potatoes, then measured their needs against their pay scales.5 This 

cmpirical tradition al80 incIuded description~ of living conditions which \Vere 

prescnted to the public through Royal Commission reports, or studies by social 

reformcrs sllch as Woodsworth. One must read between the tin es to understand the 

principle conccrn of these descriptions. Through brutal images of deprived Iivin~ 

CÎrculllstances, the Labour movement's blunt concern for hum an dignity seeps Oilto 

the pages. Let Woods\Vorth illustrate this; below are two descriptions: one concerns 

the English worker's Iife-space, the next, that of a Polish labourer. The Engtish 

worker Iived Îh 

A small room at the back, very crowded, with double bed, small stove and 
table. The air was very, very bad .... father was out looking for work. The 
mother was out washing .... The table showed signs of breakfast - dirty granite 
dishes and spoons, two whiskey bottles and part of a loa! of bread from which 
tho cat was having breakfast. The bed was like aIl beds in this c1ass of home -
mattress covered by an old grey blanket, two dirty looking pillows and sorne , 
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old clothes This was the chlldren's play ground, for there was no floor space 
uncovered Under the bed. sorne cooking utensils, white wash brush, an 
axe, spade a dozen or so empty bottles, some clothing and a sack of bread 6 

The Polish family lived in a 

Shack - one room and lean-to Fumlture - two beds, a bunk, stove, bench, 
two chairs, table barrel of sauerkraut Everything was dut y Two families 
hved here Women were dirty, unkempt, barefooted haU clothed Children 
wore only print shps. The baby was lying in a cradle made of sacking 
suspended from the celling by ropes The supper was on the table - u bowl of 
warmed over potatoes for each person, part of a loaf of brown brend, a bottle 
of beer 7 

The condition of life was directly related ta wages. So for Labour, "n 'living 

wage' is not a figure of speech The difference between it and a dying wage IS wrilten 

in the mortality tables."B 

Labour defined that living wage th(ough collectIve bargaining. What was lhe 

pnnciple of collective bargaining? lt meant "the right of the workcrs to negoliale 

with th~ employoo-s through thm chosen representatives. 9 And consequently, the 

recogmtion of the ~orker's trade union "was a fundamental principle, the saille as Il 

man's right to live, and could never be the sfibject of arbitration."l0 At Winnipeg, 

the strikers did not have to recite English working class tradition to claim this right. 

The government of Canada defined in P.C. 1743, July of 1918, the workers right to 

bargain collectively in the workers chosen forms of negotiation. 11 Moreover, the 

Prime minister signed an international accord at Versailles whieh guarantccd the 

"freedom of association for workers," and the "liberty ta form any kind of legal 

association.,,12 No one in govemment denie<il:- the fact that a living wage and 

collective bargaining were fundamental working cIass rights. The government, cvell 

the most anti-union, eould not de facto outlaw associations of workers, sinee, by the 
) 

twentieth century. this right trumped legislation; it was an unwritten part of the 

Constitution. 
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This con cern for: collective bargaining and a living wage was tbe most powerful 

source of working class unity because it marked notions of hum an dignity. Any 

society must allow its citizens life. Through tbese principles a rieb plurality of 

rncanings passed. These principles concerned the Standard of Life within the 

cornmunity, the spiritual development of the wor~/common man, and his capacity 

to cxercise sorne self-autonomy, from within unequal social relationships, and 

against ostcnsibly irnpersonal economic forces. These fundam~ntal desires provided 

a source of unit y each human being can feel, and as such, went much beyond 

fragmenled idcological expressions. 

II 

At Winnipeg the meaning of collective bargaining jarred loose. The meaning 

of a word or concept, practice or institution, remember, is related to a context for 

which il has sense, a certain logic. Collective bargaining came to mean different 

things depending upon who defined il. So strikers were choosing between 

alternatives. 

The trikers acted upon their agenda for social change through the Jogie of 
\ 

thcir class movements. estifying to the Robson Commission, James Winning, 

President of the WTLC, described the general purpose behind the strike: 

1 Ceel there.is a growing desire on the part of the Worker that he should be a 
co-partner in industry ... they (the workers) have something more at stake .. :<' 

they deserve something more than s~mply the opportunity to work for so 
much wages.13 

Sincc the employers did not share this belief, the trade unions tried to impose upon 

them what ever definition of collective bargaining they supported, through their own 
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democratic process. Now tÎle strike leaders did not eschew n politienl solution . 

.... 

Indeed, the Central Strike Committee passed a r.esolution which favourcd legislation 

making it compulsory on employers to recognize ~ right of their employeos 
to collective bargaining through the representati""s br their orga~izations liS 

expressed in craft unions, industrial unions, trade~uncils, and trados 
federations 14 

Once embedded in legislation, this right could fiU out into the politien! projet of 

many class movements since, as the Striker's Defense Committee explnincd, 

workers 
"-~ 

want the control of mdustry in their own hands as soon as possible so thut 
they can get the full product of their toi! and and eliminate production for 
profit. But they will walt unti! this is accomphshed by constltutio~!I1 
processes.15 

Ultimately, workers aspired to some control over thcir lives which would he 

achieved through,some combination of industrial and politieal action. 

So'the question was: what did collective bargaining mean for wholll'! l'Ince 

strains within the Labour movement projected clear alternative praclices for 

collective bargaining: Christian and Marxisl socialists and craCt unions. Each 

defined collective bargaining differently, and related it to differcnl systems of 

Labour/Capital relationships. Each choice represents a totality. And workers voted 
" 

in their trade unions, and with thcir feet, mcaning, thcir behaviour del1loJlstrated 

their choice. 

What might a living wage and collective bargaining mean to indepcndcnl 

labour? A Labour party would bring the living wage into the political,foreground , 

since, nthe state (would) assume responsibility for ... finding ~en work and providing 

for ail their needs," such as good food, shelter. education.16 And collective 

bargaining? For Woodsworth, "behind the whole question of collective bargaining 

and the sympathetic slrike lies the democratic control of industry.,,17 So democracy, . 
self autonomy, and citizen participation would be extended to the factory (Joor and 
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imtitutionalized in lm industrial democracy.18 

Here, the distinction between the political and the economic began to blur, so 

that, the living wage and collective bargaining became politically loaded concepts. 
[ 

'The ultimate aim of independent labour was "the complete tum over of--the present 
.-

economic and social systemN19 so that representative political institutions reflected 

the realities of human association, one of which was the work place.20 Thus, a tmly 

dcmocratic society must incorporate industry into its politieal and economic 

institutions. When Woodsworth endorsed OBU principles, at Winnipeg's Victoria 

park, "for the industrial fighl",21 they suited weIl his understanding of th~ way social 
) ~ 

relations ought to be ordered. Now the transition to this sort of society, for 

Woodsworth, could not occlIr through a general strike. Change must occur through 

constitutional means: parliament, parties, elections, education.22 Yet, "if those who 

hardcn their hearts", like Pharoh, "and refuse to let the people go," - change Jhe 

rules of democracy - "the people in desperation may resort to violent methods to 
!} 

attain their rights. "23 

So, for indepcndent labour, a living wage and collective bar~aining fit into a 

clear, coherent social, economic, and political projet that they wished to impose 

upon Canadian society. This would be done in a particlliar way which would suit 
, 

their trade union and socialist traditions, and, genêral Anglo-Saxon dernocratic 

traditions and constitutional procedures. 

The Marxist alternative bluntly related a living wage
o 

and collective bargaining 

to -Industrial llnionism. Here, industrial unions would aggressively 'defend the 
~ 

workers Standard of Life white accounting for economic and potitical reatities. 

Since technological change threatened job-skills,' and consequently wages, for 
• f 

example, indllstrial unions could mainiain trade union power, even though craft 

jurisdictlons crûlnbled.24 Industrial unions were also a sort of political instrument 
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since they could enforce laws t~ massiv~ strikes~25 Indeed, the Boss routinely 

broke laws which defined the workers' Standard of Life, such as minimum wages, . 
mine safety and working conditions regulations.26 So industrial unions 'not only 

responded to economic trends, but protecteqlegally acquired rights. 

For these Marxists industrial unionism was als~ politieal. Through the OBU, 

the MarXist would scientifically reorganize workers in~ industrial U1~ions, whose 

prpposed "system of lndustrial Soviet Control by selecting represenJatives from 
-

"industries is more efficient and of greater val~e than the present government. ,,27 

Their political party did not fold into this industrial union. Its role was to stand 

\.... apart and educate workers, through the existing politieal process, about clnss 

polities. The transition to a new socialist society; the revolution, would be through 

peaceful evolution made possible through "the traditions of the llritish working 

class.,,28 Indeed, the British working class already "dearly ~ought liberties", 

del1l0cracy, free./ speech, free press,! and free assembly.29 Given the recent 

"- . 
European experience of way-and the failure~f the politieal system tq proteet its 

citizens, the Marxists felt the creation of "differènt institutions of governance" was" 

"Imperative" if demoeraey would survive.30 SQ, for the Marxists, collective 
" 

barg~ning, 4hdustrial unionisnf, and saving British democratie tradition were, ail, 
• 

intimately related. 

Like indepentlent abour, the distinction between the politieal and the 

ec!nomic blurred. Unlike 'ndependent Îabour, the' Marxist alternative only c1ll1~sily. 
, 

reconciled trade unionism ith politics, collective bargaining/living wage with new" .. 
social institutions. Despite this problem, their industrial union message was mueh 

1 
clearer than thé labourite notion pf co-ordinated industrial and political action, 

arnongst freely associated trade unions, wbieh in fact meant following trade unions, 

in what ever decision tbey would make. , 
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/le craft unions presented a third alternative definition for collective 
" 

bargaining. In the strike's context, the craft unions supported the employers and 

government. They accepted the view that the strike's purposes, and mechanisms for 

collective bargaining, challenged the politiea) order. So for Robertson, the issue at .. 
Winmpeg was onu syndicalism and revolution, against lawand order.31 Since the 

Winnipeg trade unions had taken matters mto their own hands, challenged civic, 

provincial, and CederaI government authority, he fell justified in breaking the 

strike.32 By June 16, Robertson Corced the Contraet Shop employers to accept the 

collective bargaining practices oC the Running Trades, and CPR management policy. 

Why? Bccallse the strike was really about wage parity between Contract and CPR 

!>hop~. So if similar collective bargaining mechanisms were granted to the metal 

tradc!>, it would spltt their federated structure into individual craCt unions, and 

lIldccd, split skillcd workers from the rest, that \S to say, trade unionists from 
.~ 

rcvolutionaries. Thcrcfore, the inlernational unions lined up behlOd the Contract 

Shop employcrs and postulated: 

bemg fnmlhnr with the method 6f collective bargaining as practiced by the. 
orgamzatJons we rcpresent, we endorse the pohcy of collective bargaming 
outhned by the metal trades employers in thetr announcement of this date, 
bemg 10 prmclple and in effeet the same as that enjoyed by these 

. 33 orgamzatJons 

Collective bargaining, here, meant throllgh individual craft unions. This choice 

corresponded with the arrest of the socialist strike leaders, meaning the removal of 

the otller collective bargaining alternatives.34 

The craCt union alternative represented force. International union leaders in 

the Running Trades threatened to revoke charters, and expel members, if the union 

voted to joïn the sympathetic strike. Nevertheless, Ibis éompromise was il crucial 

concession. Il was needed to restrain (he rank and file trade unionists in the 

Running Trades who threatened to shut down the transcontinental raijways.35 
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This alternative also meant that Labour's increasing poUtical influence wns 

recognized by governments. In this alternative Labour lobbied Parlinment for' 

legislation concerning trade unions, and less so, social welfnre, in return for n 

disciplined labour force and diminished industrial contlict. For its consistent 

support of the government, the TLC acquired a meaningful participation within the 

administration of the Industrial Disputes Investigations net where labour, 

management and an impartial arbitrator resolved indus trial contlict. This !Ict 

provided a forum through which each si de could present their grievances ta the 

public 10 ensure slrikes were settJ1air;. And, Ihis process becaDlc more of • 

reality since the TLC acquired mo~redibility as a responsible social force. Since 

the wartimes e1ection and the ex~sion of Labour radicals at the QlIcbcc\ 

convention, the TLC drew closer to the government; it participated on govcrnmcnt 

boards, influenced legislation, and mediatcd labour canOicts sllcccssfully, within 

industries crucial to the public interest. 36 In a ward, the TLC acqllircd crcdibility 

within a political system which valued, and accommodated, intcrcst groups 

Though the craft union leadership presented on either/or choice ta Winnipcg 

Labour, and thus wedged apart a complete Labour unit y, much COl111l1on ground 

existed between radical factions. Indeed, not much separated Labourite and 

Marxist positions. Both wanted radical change. Both supported SOI11C variant of 

factory democracy, state responsibiIity for the living wage, and a Wscientifically* 

organized society. Each faction protested against 'the war. They bath criticized 

profiteering and the abuse of civil rigbts. And through poli tic al alliances, they , 

fought against the goverl,lment's war-time policies as social conflict, increasingly, 

sharpened .class cleavages. Their differences at this point werc subtle. Regarding 

trade unions, the Labourites were reluctant to support one form of trade unionism 

over another, whereas, the Marxists aggressively pursued one sort of trade unionism 

as the answer to working c1ass problems. Their notions of community also djffcred. 
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The Labourites were less willing than the Marxists to divide society into ooly two 

clas~es, and so, developed a more obscure, but richer view of the community as a 

co-operative commonwealth. For the moment, these differences were not as 

powerful as the solidarity whieh bonded them, and most all of Winnipegs workers, 

together. 

The radical interpretation of collective bargaining ànd a living wage also must 

be read within the scope of international events. The British Labour party 

conference and the Boishevik revolution in Russia occurred at almost the same 

historieal moment, and so, marked Canadian socialism. This was no surprise given 

the collage of puropean immigrants in Canada. J.S. Woodsworth, for example, 

adopted the "British way" for which socialism was the goal, the prinCiples of which 

were the socialization of industry and the enforcement of a national minimum.37 

lndeed, il was the Britishness of socialisrn, for Woodsw?rth, that partly legitimized 

the presence of socialist moverncnts in Canada.38 The Bolshevik revolution, in 

Russia, meant peace, worker's democracy, and the over throw of an absolute 

dictator. lt also inspired most of the world's sociaHsts.39 Since the British Labour 

party becamc the loyal opposition, and tqpnolsheviks engineered ~ revolution, 

socialislll appeared as a dramatic and concrete alternative within the sco~e of world 

history, a spirit that was wsweeping the whole e~rth.,,40 

How does this relate to collective bargaining and a living wage? First, the 
c 

concreteness of a world socialist alternative brought to earth many socialist parties , 

founded upon 'speculative' philosophy. So socialist parties could no longer avoid 

industrinl action. Indeed, both the British Labour party, and the Bolsheviks, were 

radically engaged in their national trade union movements.41 Second, the 

differences betwcen radieal worldviews blurred since British socialism was still 

unconsummated; and no one knew what was going on in Russia, in those first few 
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years. There was enough vagueness so that one could read into world events whllt 

one wanted. Thus, the Marxists and inde pendent Labour could at least sound 

similar. The SPC's Federationalisl, for example, claimed -the inccption of thc new 

order in Russia is based on indus trial democracy, ~ where -the workers in Russill 

should be allowed to work out their own salvation according to thc methods lbut 
1 

they thought most advantageous.,,42 Now this shabbily describcs the Russinn 

experience, yet, in the Canadian context, this illustratcd much common ground with 

an independent labour point of view. Indeed, the latter principle can be relnted lo 

the SPC's attempt to birth an industrial union movement, choscn by workcrs, for 

their own salvation, a principle which could be further applicd to workcrs on !.trikc 

at Winnipeg for the right to bargain "through their choscn rcprcscntativcs." 

Sa world events created a forum for llnity anlongst.. radicals in Canada. 

Socialist parties, such as the SDP could, at one mOlllcnt, cnthusiastically support 

the British Labour party's manifesta, and, indecd, also "cxpress ils willingnc!.s tu 

.unite with the SPC on the basis of the Bolshcviki program."43 Indccd, for Canadian 

socialists, such as the SDP's James Simpson, 

There are not many differences between the Bolshcviks and the British 
workers.... (I)t is weil to recognize that the sentiment of the Russian people 
is at bottom that of the Bntish working men.44 

Furthermore, he continued, "what the British workcrs want is jUSl' what thc 

Bolsheviki have attained - the nationalization of all great public institutions - slIch as 

rai1ways and banks.n45 Two differen! forms of class poli tics blurred. So, a powerful 

sense of unity, amongst divisive radical groups, COUld\rO'W. And furthcrmorc, thcse 

socialists, with a renewed sense of purpose and unit y , became radically cngagcd in 

trade union concerns. 

The majority of rank and file trade unionists, through their own trade union 

democratic process, chose the option defined by the radical leadership. The WfLC 
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endorsed the MTC's demands. Then at a special meeting on May 13, WILC 

delegates yoted upon a resolution ta present a sympathetic strike vote to their trade 

unions. Not one voice on the fIoor of the council dissented.46 This vote did not 

mean trade unions would strike, becaus , whe e strikes were concerned, the WILC 

had no control over its affiliated un' s.47 Sa this vote meant that only a majority 

vote of the trade unionists could justify an aci"al sympathetic strike. When the 

trade union delegates presented their resolutions ta their trade unions, their 

members voted 8,667 to 645 in favour of a strike.48 Moreover, sorne 15 to 25 

thousand non-union workers voted with their feet and walked off the job. "The 

decision was entirely in their hands. ,,49 

Now thet.Robson Royal commission, after the strike, maintained the radical 

leadership did not represent labour's reaJ sentiments.50 Can one legitimately say the 

craCt union leaders did? Ninety-four of Winnipegs ninety-six trade unions joined the 

slrike: the police and typographers did not.51 The Running Trades, who were not 

affiliated la the WfLC, did not as weil. They did, hawever, sympathi~e with the 

strike's trade union purposes.52 When the trade unionists working in the CPR yards 

and shaps voted ta jain the strike, their leaders c1aimed they misunderstood the 

issues. The rank and file issued this rebuttal through their newly farmed publicity 

commit tee: 

A statement appeared in last evenings "Tribune" claiming that the strike vote 
recently token of men in the train and yard service at the CPR who did strike 
~as tnken under misrepresentation .... this is nothing but a glaring falsehood. 
They believe it was issued by Murdock, the International Union officer, for 
the apparent purpose of discrediting men active in the movement; and, also, 
for the purpose of attempting to stampede some of the men back to work. 
Every man who voted was acquainted with the fact that the ballot was to be 
used loca1ly in a progressive strike. This is only one of the many fruitless 
attempts made by Murdock to gain a following by the employment of 
illegitimate methods.53 

The craft union alternative was indeed not broadly supported. Despite the June 16 

compromise, desPit!the arresl of socialist leaders, the Central Strike Committee 
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still refused to compromise. 54 The strike continued. 

Socialist parties radically engaged the trade union Olovement to present 

workers with alternatives for social change. Due to the historieal circulllstances in 

Europe, and the the increasing décloisollllement of radie al parties in Canada, a 

strong unified working class alternative acquired a Canadian reality, in urban centres 

such as Winnipeg. Their concerns were about democracy and social justice, which, 

they hoped, would encompass industrial life. This increasingly compact alternative 

was presented to the trade union movement who would choose courses of action 

through their own democratie processes. No Olle would argue this choice lit 

• Winnipeg locked trade unions into a socialist turn. Yet the plausibihty of il socialist 

option was clearly in question, sa that collective bargaining, and a living wage, coult! 

possibly acquire a distinctive political meaning. And this was wherc the socialist 

alternatives engaged collective bargaining and a living wage. 

This class unit y was politiea\. Radieal politieal worldviews convcrgcd so that ~I 

clear socialist alternative became possible for the trade union movcl11cnt. Now this 

is a different sort of unit y than the blunt ethical demand for a "right ta live". This 
) 

put into question, at this level, then, what kind of social practices and institutions 

workers should choose, and not the simple existence of trade unions. So this unily 

did not have quite the same force. 

III 

These alternatives for class collective action were familiar to eaeh trade union 

in Winnipeg. Within trade unions men are bound "together by this one thing, that 
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il, the conditions of work, the hours of labour, and the rates of pay on that job .• 55 

Despite this narrow purpose, trade unions are not monolithic organizations since 

men of ail political faiths may belong to the same union.56 So when trade unionists, 

debate, analyze, and judge different courses of action, that which relates their trade 

union to other social, economic, and political questions, many points of view 

become engaged. The trade union dialogical tradition works like this; IrOn the floor 

of this union," said Pritchard, 

When sorne hair brained loose-tongued anarchlst gets up and presents hls 
Vlews, 1 can get up on the f)oor of that union and tell him they are enhrely 
wrong in their premises, and that ail this ranting and roaring about thmgs Will 
not accrue with any benefit to themselves; the y must get down and 
understand what they are talking about 57 

Politieal discourse permeated trade unions. 

Now to grasp the relationship betwecn craft and industrial unionism, politics 

and trade unions, within Winnipeg's trade union movemcnt, wc can narrow our 

discussion to one influcntial union. Where do we look and why? First', 'J,e general 

strike rose out of the industrial relations dispute between Contract Shops and skilled 

metal workers. Here, a group of American Federation of Labour affiliated <?raft 

unions formed an indus trial union, the MTC, to negotiate contracts. Second, within 

these trade unions, different factions supported politieal worldviews which related 

trade unions to political movements. The International Association of Machinists, 

perhaps, best illustraI es how the industrial and politieal issues percolatcd within 

Irade lUtions. It was an influential supporter of collective bargaining through 

industrial unions58, and also acquired a rich radical political tradition. The !AM 

, ,vas indeed an influential Winnipeg craCt union whicb participated on tbat Metal 

Trades Council. So the IAM's experience will give sorne insight into how trade 

unions and radical poUties, illdustrial and poUticn! concems, relatcd. 

We must punctuate our discussion, here, with sorne explanation of the 
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relationship between individual craft unions and the AFL-TLC. Why? Because 

since the AFL-TLC became aImost synonymous with business unionism, it ls 

assumed that all craft unions shared, unequivocally, this trade union philosophy. 

Yet individuaI trade unions ho Id the power within the Labour 1l10vemént; they 

choose political affiliations, trade union organization, and control the authority to 

strike, and not the trade union confederation.59 And indeed, in the United States, 

and in Canada, much of trade union history, until the 1950'8, concerns the 

confrontation between socialists and business unionists for the control of thc trade 

union movement.60 So these political squabbles were evcn more scrious within craft 

unions; and this was particularly the case in the early part of the ccntury because the 

Marxist socialists had not yet lost the tradc union movemenL These dcbates, 

therefore, within individual trade unions werc meaningful because each trade union 

had considerable autonomy, and the socialists were inOucntial. 

"We can no longer depend upon the craCt organization," claimed the IAM's I~d 

McGrath. /lIt is no longer able to meet the problcms now confronting the workers; 

it must give way to an industrial form of organization:61 Now this claim, for the 

necessity of indus trial unions, points to three different sorts of industrial unionisl11 

debated within the IAM: Pirst, the IAM favoured the creation of localized Illetal 

trades councils in which craCt unions combined to incrcase bargaining powér .62 

Trade union leaders saw the necessity of this since cll1ployers acquired more 

industrial power, within an era of increasing concentration of capital, especially in 

the transportation and steel industries.63 Indeed, it is this sort of industrial 

unionism which Bercuson exhaustively studied to explain the strike. The sccond 

form, of industrial unionisf!1, concerned the consolidation of the indus trial power of 

disinherited skilled workers. Technological change, the mechanization of industry 

and the influx of sell1i-skilled labour ioto manufacturing, especially during thc Great 

War, levelled the craftsman's skills and earning power. So industrial unionism 
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defended workers against IWO developments·in industrial relations: the organization 

of employer's management practices and the homogenization of skills on the job. 

This was related to the logic of the Capitalist 'system' since both meant lower wages. 

With the third industrial alternative, politics and indus trial action were 

conflated in the OBU. When the Western Labour Conference met in March and 

April 1919, and formed the OBU, many delegates w~.re from Winnipeg machinist 

unions - IAM locals 189, 484, 122. They participated in this discussion with other 

delegates from traditional craft unions such as the Blacksmiths and Moulders, 

Electrical Workers and Maintenance of Way, unions.64 And this industrial union 

cause, most certainly, peaked the interest of Winnipeg trade unionists. In early 

May, some four, or five thousand trade unionists met at the Industrial Bureau to 

hear onu speakers.65 So, many Winnipeg trade unionists were willing, at least, to 

Iisten to this radical indus trial union alternative. 

The IAM was exposed to a rich diversity of political traditions, liberal and 

~onscryJtive, Labourite and Marxist, which helped define their understanding of 

their social, economic, and political problems. Indeed, social movements with an 

alternative vision of society influenced the early development of the IAM, beginning 

with the Knights of Labour. One of the IAM's first vice-presidents, and 

rcprcscntntive for local 235 in Winnipeg, A. W. Holmes, was also a prominent 

.III Knights of Labour leader.66 Furthermore, machinists of the 1880's were often 

members of Knights local assemblies in Ontario.67 ln Winnipeg, the Knights were 

c10scly related to trade Ulrons, one of which, the Amalgamated Society of 

Carpenters and Joiners, was the forerunner of Winnipeg's IAM locals.68 Moreover, 

the Knights helped found Winnipeg' s first city wide trades union council in 1887.69 

From the earliest years, therefore, the IAM was associated with a working class 

social movement. 

165 ... 



-

o 

Though long since defuoct by the 192<Ys, flecks of the Knights radical 

industrial-farmer pro/et de société imbued working class thinking. Take this letter to 

the Western Labour News editor: 

Back ln 1883 the Knigbts of Labour had a platform and here was the fifth 
plank .... The land, inc1uding aIl the natural resources of wealt& is the 
hentage of ail the people .... The more this plank is considered more c1early 
It is seen that the thinkers and leaders in the labour movement at that day 
saw the tremepdous importance of land and taxation as a leading factor in the 
condition of the working c1ass.70 

Since the capitalist system alienated the producing classes, Carmers and Labour, 

from the wealth they produced, the Knights would reconstruct society upon co-

operative principles which would distribute wealth fairly. Value and economic 

justice, here, were defined throllgh the Knights ideological prism of the sm aIl 

independent producer. The agent of change was not violent strike~, but education 

and democracy.71 " 

The IAM had conerete links to Marxist political parties such as the SPC. 

Many SPC members, sueh as Johns and Russell, rose from within the ranks of the 

machinist unions .and participated in politieal life through the SPC. Some were 

elected to public office. Bob RusseU's career illustrates the presence of Marxists in 

trade union elite cirCtes, as well as the sort of politieal alliances the IAM hud. 

Russell was a machinist. In Britain he was, at one time, a member of the 

Amalgamated Society of Engineers and the Local ILP chapter. 72 ln Canada, 

Rpssell joined the IAM, became the editor of the union's journal, the Bulletin, then 

later was elected to the Winnipeg's IAM exeeutive board, and, eventually, becamc 

the Canadian IAM secretary tréasurer.73 He was also a founder of the onu a~d 

member of th~ SPc.74 Furthermore, the Marxist point of view was most certainly 

... 
diffused within the IAM. Take for example the point d'appui for this machinist's 

argument, that, the IAM ought to help found a politieal party, back in 1918; 

We know that we are wage slaves pure and simple. Our masters are the 
capitalist olass. and we are Corming a party to figbt this c1ass.75 
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This machinist was a delegate, chosen through bis trade union's democratie process 

to go to the founding convention for the Canadian Labour Party. Even if the IAM's 

rank and file did not follow the SPC's immaculate Marxist logic of social eausation, 

the message of c1ass and struggle was eertainly part of theil" trade union discourse. 

The IAM was also related to t~e SDP. Though never related through 

affiliation, where union dues went directly into party political war chests, the link 

existed through political activists who were also !AM trade unionists. Ed McGrath, 

for example, once president of the WfLC, was both a member and activist in the 

IAM and SDP in Winnipeg. 76 Thi~ incident in Stratford Ontario, described below, 

suggests the nature of the IAM/s informai relationship with the SDP. Arthur 

Skidmore was arrested in November of 1918 for possessing ilIegalliterature. He was 

also an officer of the SDP, and a member of IAM local 103.77 His union threatened 
~ 

to strike if the government carried out its p(ans to prosecute. The government 

conceded. Here, the IAM threatened to strike for political reasons to protect a 

fellow worker's rights to possess any literature expressing a politieal opinion. This 
, 

do es not mean the IAM supported the Social Democratie worldview; it does mean 

the IAM supported members who held controversial political views. 

And what about eastern European members? Though this author has not 

fOll1ld exact figures numbering the amount of foreigners in craft unions, this does 

not mean no comment is possible. Woodsworth c1aimed, 

The proportion of 'foreigners' 'alien enemie~' (what tWer that me ans) or 
otherwise - in the trades and labour unions is not large. There are few, if 
any, of thom who are pro min ont leaders?8 

But there were sorne. When the strike leaders and foreigners were arrested on June 

16, among them was a member of tbe striking machinist unions, an SDP 

sympatbizer, Great War veteran - wounded at the Somme and honorably discharged 

- Ukrainian, named Verenchuk.79 So some plausible evidence, of a potential link 
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between the skilled tradesmen, and the east European communlty, does ex.ist, sUm 

though it is. 

The precise relationship, between machinists and the various Labour and 

Liberal parties is somewhat difficult to trace. First, Winnipeg's /Labour parties 

continually formed, then fell apart, through out the 1890's and 1900's, depending 

upon whether or not the Liberal party was sympathetic to trade union issues. 
o 

Second, the Labour parties were inclusive, so anyone could join. This mennt thnt, 

in practice, certain Labourite personalities, such as PuUee, tried to convince trade 
1> 

unions, trade councils, single taxers, and middle class organizations, to amUate. 

This must be compared to the Marxist approach of the SPC which also tried to win 

trade union support. The SPC burrowed Irom within in order '0 cnp'ure ,\,radC 
union movement. So the links between the SPC and trade unio,ns, like the IAM, 

can be isolated ever so concretely, where as labourism was more of a vague impulse 
,1 ' 

amongst many skilled labourers. This direct link became more meaningful as labour 

politics became increasingly radicalized during the 1910's. 

Now labourism stood upon liberal and socialist impulses. The labour parties 

often sup~rted pragmatic social causes that both ideologies, at the edges, could 

agree upon. The Labourites did not firmly commit themselves ta one idcology or 

another. Indeed, the Labour Representation Committee split, in 1909, when a 

resolution to found the party upon socialist principles was presented to the 

delegates.80' At the polis, sometimes, the labour vote went Liberal, sometimes 

Labour, and sometimes SDP or SPC. In the 1900 federal election, PuUee won his 

Winnipeg seat supported by the city's working class quarter; he also lost lhat scat to 

the Liberal candidate in 1904.81 While at Ottawa Puttee often supported Iiberal 

legislation for labour standards, just Iike the Iib-labs did in the 188O's.82 In the 1907 

provincial election, a labour party candidate, Kempton McKim, ran against a 
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popular IiberaJ reformer named Tom Johnson in West Wi11Jlipeg, a ridin~ of 

predominantly skilled tradesmen.83 McKim 198t narrowly, which iIlustrated the split 
v 

in Labour ~pinion. Fred Dixon, a middle class single taxer and trade union 

sympathizer, won Centre Winnipegs riding, in 1915, carrying aIl but two polIs, again 

iIIustrating the f1exibility of ~he skilled labour vote.84 The skilled tradesmen could 

vote Liberal, or Labour, dependiqg upon whom they thought could successfully 

Jegislate favourable labour laws, protect trade unions, and so on. Sa the nebulous 

labour vote waffled betwee~ t~e traditional parties and a party of t~. 
Trade union liberalism. how:er. was strained. The origin of thiS~ay in 

the trade unionist's concept of rights. These two citations from the· Western Labour 

News iIIuslrat~ this: 

And, 

Politieal action is nece"Ssary for the workcrs bot merely to protect their rights 
as trade unionists. The workers are also citizens .... (1)[' Ttade Umonists 
leave politieal action to land lords and Capitalists they ean not expeet 
legislation to be made in their interest. 85 

Trade unions wece once iIIegal bodies. Your right to form trade unions was 
gained by politieal ac~ion. The powers exercised by your union are legal 
powers. They are secured by laws an'd laws are made by Parliament. The 
Right to combine, Right to strike, the Right to Pieket ... aIl these rights wcre 
wrung from Parliament.86 . 

1 Al the most Iiberal extreme, trade unions wanted fre~ collective bargaining; yet this 

presupposed government formulated the right foundations for collective bargaining. 

The strain is this: trade unions needed positive Iiberalism to secure negative rights. 

Co-operation and individualism, commulÙty and atomistic views of group-individual 

relationships came uncomfortably together. 

Inside each trade union at Winnipeg, including the IAM, all the members did 

oot speak with one, voice for any one political or industrial program. As Fritchard 

remarked, the most forceful common bond betweeo trade Umonists was the job. 

4> This did -not pr~lude pol,cal discourse. Indeed, many members also belonged to 
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" political parties and eontributed to efforts to bind trade unions aM politicnl parties 

togethe~ into a class rnovement. Yet the liberL strain in trade unionism dominated ;J,\ b, 
sinee individu~s could associate with any politieal party, but a trade union, as a 

collective body, could not. Despite the trade union reticenee to join nt!y one party. 

through sorne sort of direct affiliation, this did not mean t'bat trade tillions ignorcd 

the issues political parties presented for public debate. Indee:d, these issues imbucd , 

trade union diseourse. So trade unionists were familiar with the broadcr conlexl of 

alternatives unfolding in society. 

IV 

The organization and administration of the strike expressed both working c1ass 

solidarity and demooratie traditions. Through the Winnipeg Trades and Labour 

Cou~il, sorne 60 trade unions and politieal parties eonverged to inslitutionalize a 

medium through whieh Labour.eould ~scuss ail of their interests. The WI'LC also 

organized the strike. This action of organizing, then exeellting, the strikc, indecd, ~ 

deseribed the demoeratic forrnalism of the Labour movement, and the e IJlic al 

worldview by whieh radical leaders would govern. 

The political debates were sharper in ' the WfLC than the individUal trade 

unio~s. c The Labour council was one step removed from strietly trade union affairs 

eoneerning specifie conditions, 'yet not eompletely involved with politieal issues as a 

political .pa\ty. So it was a medium through which the two arms of the Labour 

movement c3uld meel. Many couneil members, such as Bob Russell, he Id posltlons 
f-

in trade unions and politieal parties. And, remember, as in the case! of the SI>P, 

sorne politieal parties we.re direetly affiliated to ,the WfLC for their ~etive 
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participatIOn in organizing trade unions. Indeed, it was through the SDP that the 

east European community had sorne access to the Anglo-Saxon Labour movement. 

Rigg, for example, on severa! occasiuns helped Ukrainian workers organize protests 

for jobs and trade union rights.87 He was also a member of the SDP and at one 

time WfLC Furthermore the WfLC acquired a tradition CJf co-ordinating efforts 

10 unify working c1ass interests through industrial or political action. Since the 

1890'8, the WTLC consistenlly participated in several attempts to form a Labour 

party and to organize sympathetic strikes. So many different strains within the 

labour movement converged within this institution, debated differences, and chose 

common courses of action. Indeed, this was political discourse: reconciling 
1 

differcnces amongst those who have a fundamental common interest. 

Once declellchée a strike must be cbntrolled. Usually, an ordinary strike can 
1 

be managed by administrators; il is almost a technical problem. But this was no 

ordinary slrike since it went beyond each trade union. So the WfLC fell back on 

tradition becausc it had no experience with general strikes. Thus, the WfLC 

crented a represclltalive democracy ta manage the strike. 

What did this rcprescntative dcmocracy look Iike? First, the WfLC 

cOllllllissioncd a General Strike Committee to which each trade union sent three • 

• delegatcs.88 GSC members participated in sub-committees, which administered 

certain aspects of the strike, and reported back ta the general body of delegates. 

\ 

Those duties includcd, prillting strike bulletins, liaison with different .labour 

orgnnizations and distributing social services, to the community. These strike 

commiUecs nlso mnde an nggressive effort to organize non-unionized labour, and 

indecd, sOllle 5,000 people were recruited.89 Sa representation, bnsed upon trade 

unions, \Vas not çompletely c10sed since trade unions tried to expand their base 

through organi7..ation drives. The OSC wAs 'also responsible for electing a Central 

.' 171 ... 

" 



~ 
;::~.: 1 
·~U· 

o 

Strike Cornmittee composed of 15 members. This body was an exccutive which 

interpreted and applied the general principlcs defincd by the OSC to the situation. 

Five men were choscn by the GSe to be the principle ncgotintors and were Inler 

rcsponsible to the CSC.90 The GSC met daily, diScussed policy with strike leadets, 

then communicated events and decisions to their trade union constituency. As in n 

representative democracy, information and decision-making flowed in both 

directions. So the decisions concerned ail trade unionists, and an ad hoc institution 

allowed aIl to particiI'ate in decision-making, withiÏfthe limits of represcntative 

democratic formalism. 

The strike leaders, christened the 'Red Fivc', expressed the idcologicnl, 

plurality and unit y, of Winnipeg's labour movement during the strikc. 1.1.. Mc Bride 

and Ernest Robinson were respected trade lInionists with long carcers in thcir trade 

unions and service with the WTLC. Russell and Vietch were both lIlelllbers of 

socialist parties, the spe and SDP respectively. And Winnillg was a Inule unionisl, 

president of the wrLC, and participated in the many attempts in Winnipeg to found 

a Labour party. No one political worldview was over-represented, though al! Cive 

men were clearly politically conscious, and indced, activists. 

The strike shut everything down. Nothing happencd. The silence meunt 

economic Iife ground to a hait and the civic authotity was challeng'd. Som~ow 

social services ~ad to continue, or r soon, people's lives would be jco~ardized. The 

strikers had to define and control essential services such as food distribution, acccss 

to basic public lItilities - water, electricity - and access to health care. The sick 

needed things .such as elevators, street ca{s, and ~o forth.91 Indeed, the 
~ 

complexities of social-life, the interrelatedness of industry and social services -

electricity, elevators, health care - becarnc clear. Implicitly, the lrade unions al80 

controlled public order, and so, challenged civic authority. Since the city policemen 

172 ... 

\ 

\ 



(~ 

(~ 

( 

were unionized arid voted heavily to strike, the CSC faced a thomy problem. 

Criminals could not be allowed to ron amuck in Winnipeg: property and the 

citizen's personal safety had to be protected. The police had to remain on duty. 

And it was the strike committee that authorized the police to work, aod so, put into 
., 

question who controlled law and order. Labour was, clearly, in power. 

The strike leaders also tried to control the community's communication media. 

The GSC created a press committee whose purpose was to keep}rdinary strikers 

informed, ensurc discipline and lawful behaviour, and define the issues for which 

evcryone struck. But this was oot enough. The strike leaders argued newspapers, 

such as the Telegram and Pree Press, should be struck to protect the commuoity's 

public arder from wild, flammable, anti-strike rhetoric.92 Labour now decided what 

sort of public discourse was in the interest of maintainiog public order. To be fair, 

the ~rintcrs statcd they would oot work for the Labour press, thùugh they would 

volulltccr thcir scrvices out of sympathy.93 The Telegram and Pree Press howled. 

The strikc leaders, for what ever reason, muzzled the right to a free press, a right 

for which trade unionists and socialists fought. Realizing their blunder the strike 

leaders rclenled; and so, in place of censorship, the Labour press debated the 

Telegram. Free Press, and the newly fouoded Winnipeg Citizen, about the strike's 

Illcuning. 

The slrike leaders' decision-rnaking reflected their class perspective. At one 

limc, the strike committee conlrolled the city's water supply. Reasoning that most 

people Iivcd in one story homes, the strikers only allowed enough water pressure 

scrviçe domcstic necds, up 1to the first floor. 9~ Il wa! probably a good laugh for 

strikers who knew homes in the South End generally had two stories. So sorne 

decisfons expressed the logic of a strikej the necessity to testrain industry. Dther 
1 ~ 

dccisions reflected socialist principles of economic exchange. When merchants 

,) 
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were allowed to sell milk and bread, the strike leaders insisted they do so at cost, 

not for profit.95 Need before greed. Perhaps, the strike leaders' trade union 

prejudice becarne exposed when the CSC interfered with trade union activity. Il 
i 

denied an international union officer permission t6 meet the membcrs of bis own 

union.96 So there was a distinctly different sort of logie that ordcrcd Winnipcg's 

social relations, apart from the oblllious cons~quences of the general strikc. 

The WfLC, and its ad hoc eommittees, formed to organizc the strikc" 

represent their working class constituency, and thus, exprcssed the delllocratic 

nature of working class tradition. The c1assness of the Winnipeg gencral strikc 

hardened into institutional form. Yet ail this could also be explained as un ethnie 

event sinee not one east European was on the CSC or GSC. Though many La\)()ur 

alternatives were represented, they de scribe Anglo-Saxon class traditions, the 1I1l1ty 

of which was, indeed, a feat in itself. So il is not clcar how cast European 

Q 

immigrants could relate 10 Labour's cause and make il thcir own. Il is not clear 

how the solidarity was c1ass. 

v 

How can we know east Europeans, cspecially Ukrainia'1f' participated in the. 

strike in a meaningful way? This is a difficult question for the following reasons. 

The federal government suppressed the Ukraini~n radical press in 1918, 50 lhat, no 

Ukrainian comm€mtary ,about tlie strike, on à day by day, basis cxists. This 

. / 

furthermore puts restrictions on Ukrainian Canadian scholaf:,Pip becnusc a pre/18, 

quite simply, is the easiest raw source to study any social movement. So, perhaps, 

tbis is why much scholarship about radical Ukrainians becomes 80 vague circa 1919. 
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Aside from this, there are very good reasons to assume Ukrainian participation was 

minimal. Anglo-Saxon strike leaders were under pressure from both the Citizens' 

Committee, and the Great War Veteran's Association, to den ounce foreign 

participation in the strike. Then again, the strik~ leaders knew they needed east 

European support to win the strike. So how, then, do we identify east European 

participation? Let us search for the plausibility of participation, lean on the logic of 

Ukrainian radical traditions, in the stead of concrete evidence; a sort of second best 

way. First, we shaH put into the quettion the attitudes of the strike leaders and 

veterans toward the foreigner. Then rCl)ll~, r~ents of evidence, and trends 

within the Ukrainian ~ommunity, will iIlustrate\u~Jn~ul participation, directed by 

a sense of purpose originating from within that co munity. 

The WI'LC would support"all \fforts on the art of the authorities in their 

efforls 10 deport an the undesirable aliens in our--l!li st.w97 This does not necessarily 

menn the strike leaders abandoned the east European strikers. What exactly was an 

"llndesirablew alièn anyway? Indeed, the strike leadership had a differcnt 

intcrpretntion from the Citizens' Committee, and the federal government, 

cOllccrning the cnusal link between revolution and radical aHen, since, "everything is 

revolutionary in their eyes 'the Citizens' Committee) if it touches the profits of the 
• 

tich.,,98 The Western Labour News reminded trade unionists that it was the Boss 

who brought forcigners to Canada. The Boss, not the immigrant, lowered labour 

costs and broke strikes. Indeed, the' employers had wno quarrel with the 

unorganized nHcn. The' only alien they complain about are those who have had the 

sense cnough to join the rànks of organized làbour and therefore can not be used to 

seale down wages. ,,99 These morally hollow economic arguments were mixed with 

the cthics aspired to by the' Paris Peace Conference for a world which treated 

immigrant workers humanely. Thercfore, Winnipeg labour believed that, "foreign 

workmen lawfully admittcd to any country, should be ensured the sante treatment as 
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the nationaIs of the country:100 Indeed, afler the strike, the Western Labour News 

boldly claimed that it was the labour movement that taught citizen virtucs to the 

immigrant. 

The Labour movement and Labours platform, have given (the foreigner) the 
truc inspiration of truc citizenship. You talk about Canadianizing our forelgn • bornl It is the Labour movement WhlCh is making good citizens of li free 
democracy out of them ... 101 ' 

Despite the above anti-alien WfLC resolution, the strike leadership made clenr thcir 

sympathy for the foreigner's problems, defmed which foreigners werc undcsirablc, 

and claimed to be contributing to the immigrants Canadian moral education. 

Early in t>he strike the GWV A supported the strikers demands for collective 

bargaining, a living wage, and trade union recognition, but wanted to ndiscuss the 

deportation of the enemy alien.n102 The strike leaders were able to diminish this 

prejudice against foreigners. They defined the Citizens' Committec and rederal 

government's attempt to foment hatred against the foreigncr as a tactical movc ln 

divide Labour and break the strike. Il worked. The veterans fiercely rcsenlcd the 

Citizen's Committee's association between strikers and alicn-bolshcviks sincc they, 

too, were strikers.103 So, when the GWVA met in the Manitoba Hall to discllss 

events, the veterans began to ask, 

Where is the anonymous Citizen's (?) Committee? Who are they? Who is 
their chairman? Who elected them? ... They are ri ch men, of cci'urse ... 
They pay others to say that the principles of the strike arc n~t those of 
collective bargaimng and a living wage. They hire lawycrs to crect a straw 
man over the definition of collective bargainlng. They purchasc a press to 
prove Bolshevism is the deep design of the workers. They concoct schernes 
about alien uprisings. They invent and design and lie wad nauseum. w104 

( 

For the veterans, the focus of their anger shifted from eastern European immigrants 

to the autocratic employer, whose nefarious class clique, anonymously it scemcd, 

manipulated human beings. 

Indeed, the strike leaders effectively argued that foreigners and veterans had 

much in common, as exploited workers.105 This had not stopped, veteran mobs 
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from assaulting east European immigrants, in the streets"or ransacking the offices 

of the SDP, and, exhorting employers to tire their foreign employees, throughout 

the fall of 1918 and Winter of 1919. So where is this sympathy across ethnie 

divisions? Not aIl veterans hated the foreigner, since, sorne were foreigners. These 

veterans uscd their status as returned sol di ers to justify collective action, not only 

latcr during the strike, but in defense of their own ethnic institutions. When, for 

example, a mob of veterans threatened to destroy the Ukrainian Labour Temple, 

Ukrainian Canadian veterans, along with sorne city police, threw a protective 

cordon around the building.106 During the strike, liaisons between the veterans and 

ethnie organizations existed, to cO-Drdinate actions. Strike organizers such a R.E. 

Dray, a prominent veteran, trade unionist, and socialist, co-operated with foreign 

strikc organizers, such as Oscar Schoppelerie, to incorporate the immigrant 

commllnity's participation in the strike.107 They succeeded. Indeed, evidence 

suggcsts that cast European immigrants participated with veterans, in marches and 

parades, during the late stages of the strike. Take the veteran sponsored ·silent 
.... 

paradc" of Junc 21 for exarnple. Wh en the police attacked the crowd over thirty 

protesters arrested were foreign, most of whom were Ukrainian; and fllrthermore, 

the t\Vo men shot dead were Ukrainian.108 Clearly, one can not argue c1ass 

solidarity between veterans and foreigners existed in any full concrete or spiritual 

\Vay. Yet onc can not argue the two groups \Vere completely alienated from one 

• 
anothcr. SOllle veteran leaders and east European Canadian war veterans bridged 

thc t\Vo communities. 

So far the evidellce only shows strike leaders and, less so, sorne veterans, \Vere 

sympathetic to foreigner participation in the strike. What about the foreigners 

thcmselves? Did they participate? To what extent? Common sense presents a 

prima facte case for east European participation. If 30,000 workers struck, then it is 

more than rcasonable to assume that sorne were east European a}1d Ukrainian. 
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Sorne authors estimate numbers vaguely. "A few thousand" Ukrainian workcrs 

participated in a "militant" fashionY)9 Let us assume this "few· thousand is in faet 

only one thousand. Even so, if the Ukrainian population in Winnipçg reprcselltcd 

5.3 percent of the total population, of roughly 180,000, cven 200,000, for sake of 

argument, then, surely, one th ou sand workers on strike rcpresents aSlonishing 

solidarity and sympathy. When this common sensible reading of Ihe Ilulllbers is 

stitched to the "fabric of a twenty year tradition of radical polilieal aetivity and 

industrial militancy, in Canada, il seems implausible Ukrainialls would 1101 

partici pate in a conscious, organized fashion. 

Ukrainian workers were familiar with protest marches, tradc union rccognition 

struggles, and industrial militancy. In May 1914, two thousand Ukrainians marched 

to the Legislature to protest unemployment. When the police tricd 10 break up the 

demonstration, the marehers atlacked them with shovels.110 One monlh laler~5,oôo 
cast Europeans, again, marched to the Legislature for jobs.1ll Thal Ihey marched 

to the Legislature is significant; it means they sought a political solution to cconomic 

grievances. Ukrainians also turned ta trade union organizalion. Whcn the 

frequency of strikes increased dramaiically during the war, Ukrainians parlicipaled, 

despite slurs on their loyalty. In 1917, Ukrainian construction workers slruck for 

trade union recognition in June. It was a bitter strike. Twenly-three workers were 

, arrested sorne of whom were interned. They won rccognitioll. 112 ln the following 

year, east Europeans widely supported the 1918 general strike. "AII of the men who 

have gone out", claimed the manager of the Manitoba Gypson Gompany, "are of 
'-

alien nationality, IDany of them not naturalized .• 113 So Ukrainians were weil aw~rc 

of trade union principles, benefits, and understood the sacrifices and risks necessary 

to win trade union rights. And, more, this sort of aClivity presumes organization, 
, 

and an understanding of the logic of social protest. Protesters and strikers must 

know where to protest, and against whom. Great numbers of people must mect in 
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the same place, follow the same mIe, and share a sense of purpose. Indeed, this 

Ukrainian behaviour just does not make sense without organization, planning and 

leadership. 

Ethnie leadership would be important since it would give direction to the 

immigrant eommunity and, enrich their capacity to follow a mie, through a 

Ukrainian radical political perspective. Now the leadership role of east Europeans 

during the strike is unfortunately an historical blank page. While most 

commentaries of the general strike agree the foreign population participated, 

historians add one caveat: no foreigners w~re strike leaders. And this is true. But 

nor did Anglo-Saxon strike leaders lead eaeh ethnie community. 

cOl1l1l1unities had their own leaders. 

Immigrant 

Where, then, were the Ukrainian strike leaders and their radical tradition? 

We know that USDP leaders and journalists - Popowich, Naviziwski, Kolisyk and a 

printer Lototsky - fled Winnipeg to Gimli Manitoba only days before the June 17" 

arrests. 114 While in Gimli they tried to convince Ukrainian settlers to travel to 

Winnipeg and join the strike.115 Now these men were very involved in radical 

politieal aetivity, especially Popowich, who had becn an USDP orgallizer in 

Winnipeg's North End since 1912.116 These radicals related Marxist socialism to 

Ukrainian immigrant workers' problems in Winnipeg. Indeed, Popowich helped 

organize the 1914 marches with Rigg, the Anglo-Saxon SDP leader who later 

bcenme an MLf\, in the following year .117 When Ukrainian workers won their 1917 

strike for trade union recognition, they passed a resolution thanking Popowieh "for 

his help in the organlzation of the union, for his participation in many meetings 

durlng the strike, and for his help aiding the families of the arrested strikers.118 

Through the help of SDP activists, sueh as Popowich, these strikers acquired a 

respect and sympathy for the USDP point of view; it was this party that help~ù them 

179 ••• 

" 



o 
..... 

during a particularly bitter: strike, and with which they shared a commOll experlence. 

During these years, the organizational activity of these radical politiea) activlsts 

started to bear fruit as SDP recruitment and trade union orgallization, amongst 

Ukrainians, rose. So when we consider the commitment to radical and trade union 

organization, eoupled with rising popularity for radical causes, it is not hard to 

imagine activists such as Popowich and Naviziwski, and those likc them, 

enthusiastically supporting, organizing and directing the strike from within their own 

community. Indeed, according to Avery, the Ukrainian Farmer-Labour Temple 

Association, the suecessor to the USDP, 

maintained the esprit de corps of the Siavie eommunity and seemingly 
provided a most effective link with the Central Strike Committee . ... it (the 
strike) became a Iife and death stru~~le in whieh any deviance from the 
ethnie norm was branded as traitorous. 9 

Class solidarity engaged both ethnie groups, Anglo-Saxon and U krainian. 

Indeed, the Western Labour News claimed employers approached foreigners with 

offers of employment. They wanted scabs. 

But the aIien decIined the temptmg offers made to thern and they stuek tlght 
as a postage stamp. For the workers of, Winnipeg, the barriers of colour, race 
and ereed had been torn down and are now beyond hope of being rebuilt 
"Whieh is as it should be .120 

Romantie enthusiasm? One could simply argue Ukrainians supported the strike 

because they feared the veterans; that indeed ail this talk of trade union and 

socialist traditions mean \ittle to the individual Ukrainian who1might face the Anglo-

Saxon mob. 

Is an objection such as this a valid explanation for why ea~t Europeans might 

support the strike? If so, it would certainly undercut the importance of Ukrainran 
" 

class traditions to explain Ukrainian support si~ce Ukrainians would have had no 

choiee. If they scabbed they would be beaten. Let us, examine veteran mob 

violence mOre c1osely. Attaeks upon foreigners by veterans did not go 
, 
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unchallenged. In the North End, Ukrainians organized their community's defense. 

Indeed, during the worst of the mob violence, squads of up to 100 Ukrainian men, 

wÎth oak bludgeons, laid in wait for veteran mobs to intrude North End streets.121 

This defense culminated in a pitched street battle in whicb 300 men f~u&ht, until, 

three hours later, twelve foreigners and eight veterans were wounded.122 Ukrainians 

fought back. When veterans massed in front of factories and demanded the 

foreigner's job, many employers refused.123 So, manyemployers, indeed, stood by 

their foreign ernployees. Furtherrnore, during the strike the Anglo-Saxon trade 

unionist made il cIear that they 'would not support the mass firing of foreigners so,. 

veterans cOl1ld take their jobs. 124 Indeed, east Europeans probably took more of a" 

risk when they joined the strike, si!lce, if the strike was lost;{mployers would have 

less syrnpathy and grace for the fallen bohunk. Ali this does not me an fear of the 

vcteran by immigrants was inconsequential; rather this fear is just not a good enough , 

reason to charactarize Ukrainian or cast European participation as helpless 

passivity. 

Thc arrest of east El1ropeans illustrated not only east European participation, 

but, the cIass motivations for their participation. The police raided the Ukrainian 

Labour Temple, and sOllle thirty homes in the North End, where they arrested east 

European strike leaders and collected socialist - seditious - literature.l25 Four- cast 
1 

European strike leaders were arrested: Charitinoff, editor of the RobotchllY Narod; 

Sam Blumcnberg, an SDP delegate to the WTLC; M. Almazoff, a University of 

Manitoba student and socialist; O. Schoppelrie;· a socialist organizer.126 AlI were 
, 

under RNWMP surveillance for sorne weeks prior to their arrest.127 Then, four . 
day~ later, police arrested east European demonstrators, as mentioned above, who 

participated in the silent parade. The Western Labour News deQ}onstrated the class 

nature of the east European protesters when they printed the biographies of thirteen 

east European strikers, nine of whom were Ukrainian: a sheetinetal worker, two 
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boilermakers, one carpenter, one teamster, and eight labourers.128 Three more 

were unempIoyed: one had worked for the city, another for the CPR, und the lust 

for Swifts.129 Sa c1ass and ethnicity, it seems, did come together since eust 

European workers and socialist organizers participated in c1ass protest, with Anglo-

Canadians, for which they were arrested. 

Unlike the Anglo-Canadians arrested, these immigrants faced deportutlon. 

The federal government amended the Immigration -uct, on June 6, so thnt, ony 

person, "by word or act who sought the violent overthrow of the Cnnadinn 

constitution, \vho was either a British or east European naturalized Conodian could 

be deported." This amendment passed unanimousIy, withollt debate, in only fort y-

five minutes. So, in forty-five minutes, the civil rights of an cnlire c1ass of people 

were swept away.130 Under the aet, the arrested strikers faced deportalion hcarings, 

in camera, where an appointed immigration board judged gllilt or innocence, 

without due process of law. And the class prejudice of the board membcfs was 

blunt. Judge Hugh John MacDonald, for exampIe, had 

se en to what large extent Boisheviki ideas are held by Ruthenian, Russian 
and Polish people, whom we have i~ pur midst " .. it is absolutely necessary 
that an example should be made ... If the Government persists in the course 
it is now adopting the foreign element here will 500n be as gentle and easily 
controlled as a lot of sheep:31 

The immigrant striker, whose constitutional rights disappeared, slood nakcd beforc 

c1ass and racial prejudice. 

The Western Labour News fumed. It contrasted the innocence of cast European 

strikers with the barbarie behaviour of the police. Take "Mike/sN case: 

Poor Mikë had been standing out in front of the Labour Temple on Saturday. 
as he had stood for many a day. When the Canadian Cossacks began 10 ride 
down the mob. Mike had taken refuge in an adjoining stable. That was bis 
share in the riot... His crime was tha! evidently he was a foreigncr and casy 
to capture.132 

For the Western Labour News "Mike· illustrated the peaceful nature of the immigrant 

182 ... 



-~-- -- ----- -------

( 

( 

( 

. -----

.) 

~\ 
.1 

~. 
\ 
i 

striker. He stood, routinely, outside the Labour Temple, presumably to follow the 

news of the events, as many strikers indeed did as weil. The police attacked him 

bec au se he was ·standing thereW
, on strike. The overtones of racial prejudice are 

evident, so it seems, since he was easy to identify and capture. 

The Western Labour News measured the injustice of the amendment to the 

Immigration act against sorne immigrants' contribution to Canadian life. Below, the 

WeSlern labour News presents the case of a Ukrainian Canadian veteran arrested 

during the protest. 

They send. me back to Austria. They might as weIl put a rope around my 
neck. 1 did not need to go and fight for this country, but this is now my 
county ... Then they did not let my father vote. This free country? 1 have 
good job when ,:;trike started. 1 go out with union. 1 no scab. Special police 
scnb for six dollars dày . .' .. This free country? Why no get bail? Englishmen 
get bail (the strike leaders). He no fight for country.1 33 

Note the thernes woven together here. This Ukrainian was a veteran and a trade .. 

llllionist. He had a job; l!fe was good. Theil history tore down his life. The 

rhetorical question Othis free country?", not only put into question his father's loss of 

,voting rights, but olso this striker's own pers on al justification for striking: he fought 

for democ,racy; he was a rnember of a trade union, in a free( society; he struck for 

trade union rights. This country, for whose freedorn he fought, then punished him. 
-> 

It arbitrarily took away his right to a jury trial, and, threatened to deport him to the 

country against which he fought. 

Winnipcg's Labour move111ent stood ul? for the Slav strikers arresled. Through 

writs of habeus corpus, the WfLC tried ta force the courts to give those immigrants 

nrrested ft fair tria1.134 The striker's defense committee, newly formed by the 

WfLC, initiated a carnpaign ta publicize the plight of the foreign strikers. They 

were able ta pressure local nuthorities 10 free the foreign strike leaders, except 

Schoppelrie, who wns deported for different rensons. He entered Canada illegally 
, , 

from the United Stntes, sorne three yeàrs previously.135 The WILC failed to secure 
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the release of thirty-one east European immigrants arrested during the silent parade:, 

so that, Iike their march, the se Ï!Dmigrants were silently deported- without any 

hearings ~hatsoever .136 The Labour movement tried legal action and politienl 

pressure to support east European arrested strikers. These legal procedures, which 

depend upon the democratic institutions, could not 'match the swiftncss with which 

an arbitrary government could deport trouble makers. 

When the police arrested east European strike leaders and dcmonstrntors, 

Ukrainian participation met Anglo-Saxon trade union sympathy for foreigncrs. Il 

fIXed a key meaning for the general strike. The govcrnment withdrcw the 

immigrants basic civil rights to crush class protest. The Anglo-Saxon trade union 

movement rallied to their support and charged, nit is not the forcigncrs who 'ure on 

trial theOse days. British justice is on trial. n137 Indeed, cricd the We;tem Labour 

News' editorialist, nthe Englishman for the first time fclt.~shamed of himself and his 

country.,,138 For the labour movement British democ~acy and civil rights had to 

1 

apply to aIl worke~s. That Anglo-Saxon trade unionists would stand uJl for 

foreigners, for this reason, was, indeed, a powerful message. 

VI 

The Winnipeg strikers consciously interrelatcd t,he meaning of the Great War, 

British democracy, and working-~lass traditions. Indeed, the strikers demnnds !or 

..-justice ~d fairness can not be separated from the experience of the Great War, its 

massive h~man sacrifice for democracy, and expectations for ~uman freédom. Ali 

these vague yearn.ings for justice and falrness sketch the emotional intensity of the 
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~trikers. 

... 
How can we know this? First, the class movements desêribed, here, acqlli~d 

... . 
their own analYtic to explain the logk ôf social forces. This is the academic part of 

working class traditions. But class movements were also evangelical, in thuellsc 
~ 

that, they tried t~ convert people to their faith. So underneath the political ~nd 
\, . . 

econ8mic anâlytic, rh etoric , imagery and metaphor creep,. creep into Il man's 

emotions so he can feel, in a perso~al way, the rightness of an otherwise dry 
1 

explanation of othe human condition. And so, the language of the strikcrs mlxcd 
,. > 

........ 
Great War metaphor with c1ass analytic to brew potent human emotions . 

..,--. 

The strike leaders explained the two principles, for which trade l1l1iollS struck, 

\ . 
in terms readily understandable to the Great War veteran. They associnted the 

living wage, which des~ri~es the Standard pf Life, wit'h the stall!ird of life in the 

trenches. 

Weil the soldier d~~ed the politieians while they tried to "carry on'llfwith u 
Ross rifle, (a poorly manufactured rifle whieh symbolized for the soldier 
profiteering at home at the expense of soldiers lives) jamming rifles wbile 
men fall all around don't make contented soldiers. He eursed as he çboked 
in trying to swallow bis iro . e1 soldier's Meats. He inwardly fumed to see 
bis (dollar) 1.10 a day melt agai st the sudden 'rise in priees'. He ground his 

~teeth while be read bis wife's etters telling him how she tried so hard to 
make epds meet of her small an ever smaller 'allowanee'. It did nQt t~ke him 
long to think of the Hun in Canada.139 .f!!. 

The message was clear. Politicians and profiteers exploited the Boldiers' fumi1ies 

" 
when they pushed up the cost of living. ,They evell endangered the soldicrs' lives 

when they supplied shoddy weaponry so as to eut costs, and increase profits. 

Capitalism was not just exploitative social relationships or forces of production; it 
, , 

was Hunnish. 

Collective bargainins was associated with" the soldier's direct approach for 

protecting freedom. For the retumed men the justification for the sympathetic -- -

strike, and the way to proteét Labour's rights, made sense through the priSffi of their 

" - ~ 
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.\\far experience. Talee the We~tem Labour News' 'Sapper Jones' who failed to see, 

• 
if our going to France was in 'law and order' and was praise worthy why it was ' 
unconstitutional to bit straight from the shoulder again where we see nothing 
unjust or unreasonable in the demands of the strikers. Therefore, 1 say boys 
'over the top' lIgain-if-need be, for the emancipation of Labour.140 

Her~, the, constitutional freedoms fought for in France, and Labour's right to 

çollective bargain through' representatives ~h-the warker' S own choice, are implicitly 
, , 

associated. Indeed, th~se were rights -,~ living wage and collective bargaining - for 

which Labour was ready to 'go aver the top'. The soldiers were ready to emancipate 
\ , 

Labour as they emancipated the French and Belgians from the Hun. 

" The meaning of the strike's purposes for soldiers and workers reach beyond 
, 

any precise determinate expression. The strike was emotional. So this confliet 

vibrated throllgh tbeir war anp c1ass experience; working men could feeI the 

injustice. Let us turn to poetry to bracket this emotional pulse. After aU, it is often 

th.e t,~sk of a good poet, so it seem$, to communicate the meanillg of human 

experience through sym~ol, metaphor, and image, thàt otherwise exptessed, might 

slip by us'"between the foot notes and data tables. Feel tbis poem from the Westem 
'-- - ~- - --

Labour News.-

The Profiteer drank blood like a leech 
Down the Wind and down the day 

Truth that nevermore cao die 
O. that shameful tale to tell 

Children's, children yet to be 
HolÎow heart and thirst of hell, 

Kith and kin to treacheryl 
Ye who bought and ye who bled, 

Ye who sleep where poppie.F blow. 
In your grass curtained bed, 

Tell me, did ye make to know 
Know, that while the bugle, caU 

Found you your country's need 
there were those who measured all 

By their sovereignty of greed? 
Know, that while among the slain 

Anguish set your spirits fr~ 
There were those, wKose lust of gain 

Vanquished love of Liberty? 
Know the doubl~ priee you paid 

o 
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See you reached the shining goal 
That the cmsiff undismaye&' 

Still might plant his crafty soul?', •• ' 

\ 
Father's toil through endless fears; 

Motber's struggle faint and frail; 
. Children mingle joy ~th tears; 

Must the bit~erness prevait? 
Give us strength to fight the fight; 

Wit to meet tfe wily foe; 
f'aitb that wrong must yield to right; 

Hope through s~dows looming low, 
Tame, dark, hate and sullen mood, 

Touch with grace our hast y speech; 
Gird with manly hardihood, 

Bind us brothers each ta each 
Guide where doubt would lead astray; 

Lead where courage se ms ta walle; 
Cet us see throu breaking day :' 

Fair Humanity again 
By each thro ing heart now cold; 

By each loved face pale in déath 1 

Hear us Thou who went of old 
Clll'pen~er of Nazareth. 141 

, . 

.. 

1 • 

.. 
The Metre,' seven feet to the line, hard consonants marking !ime, beats" qllickly. 

They are soldiers, who sacrificed ~uch for Liberty, yet suffer under the legacy of 

the profiteer. From righteous sacrific';, a common bond formed, fron, which thesc 
~s 

men might fight 'the wily ~oe. And, t~ghout the poem,. thç rcligfus Î1m~gcry oC 

..l 

suffering and sacrifice beats to its last seven syllables - Car-pen-ter-of-Naz-a-reth. 

Conn~t this p,oem to the religi?us symbolism, llscd by Ivens beCore 5,009 

people, t; explain t~e righteo~s~ess of the slrike. "JeSll.S was a cafpenter's SPIl", he 
." .',' ,\ -

said, "not a lawyer, fmancier or,iron ~aster", aU of whom were "the same c1ass of 

men ... who had cIucified, Christ. ,,142 The religious metaphor seems l~ relate the , 

i . 

~ , ". ! 

'suffefing of worke~s to Christianity's profolln,d sy~bol o'f the. community's suffering, ~ ... 

expressed in the crucifixion. Since this Buffering is collective, a~d therefore soçial, 
\ 

it relates to the c1ass movement's concern for social justice: Here militnry meels 

religious imageJjt; relentless sacrifice was neCe~sary, and 80 was a personal 
~ 

coJllII!itment, from each individual, if labour would be able to stand against those 

who would crûcify Labour. It, indeed, required the same courage with which the 
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veteran stood against' the Hun, who would have crucified Brith.:b democracy. Both 
~ "' 4. 

were the same beeause both were about salvation. This is powerful stuff. -, , . ~ 

11l1:ough language, the Labour movemeD.t, eould assoeiate th~ean~f one 

n 'context -to a~oth~r. Indee.d, the Winnipeg strike propagmdists alm6st 'created- a new . 
~ 

anaJyticaJ method to explain social phenoIBenon .. BeJow, this editorialist, for the 

Western La,bour News, eJtPlained the rea,sons for fighting the strike by associating "l> 
, ) 

them with the meaning of the Great War. ais word choice related' two, contexts, -
~ ~ , 

whieh ha~e Qothing in eommon, by ascribing te eaeh.!l similar meaning~ 

f Germanism was the menace' that would crush the world, therefore s,.elf­
protection caIted for Canadato enter the war in the capacity of a sympathetic 
supporter. No one doubt~ that it was justifiable .... The method of 'the 

'l.} " • tf 

employer yesterday and today was that of autocracy,. It is my business, the, 
worker has nothing to do with it. 1 refuse to let him organi~e but 1 shaH 
organize to my heart's content. 1 will Dot ne~ate wage scales with him. It's 
my business. l'Il pay just what 1 like so long as 1 can get the men. ,,. -

,.Everlastingly it is the "1" never the "we" so naturally the workers have un.ited 
und the fight is on. 111e --sympathetic strike is necessary today.... (T)he 
sympa the tic strike will spread and spread until the l'rinciples are gained and 
vic tory won.143 

The autocracy of the Boss .. the open shop and the mfU"ket system for buyihg labour, 

were no different than the Kaiser's oppression ~rough his nation-state. Sympathy,­

here. means workers must unify to sec ure democracy and freedom, at 'the job site, 
, 

jU,st as nations must band togeth~r against Germanism, an.d its autocratie monarch' 

Now these LnbO'ur leaders knew w~Il that, prior the the out break of tIte ~ar, 

, Germany ha~ aJonstiiutionaI monarchy Wi~hC::1hiCh on~ of tJ", )Vorld's m,ost 

po~erful, and democratic, social democratie movements e~i~ted. This analysis had ,., 

nothing to do with reasons for going to war; rather, it wSs about explaining to 
o • 

soldiers the reasons for the strike. So the underlying message was that the strikè 
l' l ~ ~ 

~ . 
wns about democracy and freedom against autoeraey and slavery; against an id~oIogy 

.enlled GemJanlsm. 

The emotional_ impact of the strike on strïÎcers, especially after the!r leaders 
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were arrested, indeed, does not make sense withoût an understanding of Labour's 

wartime experience. It seems c1ear that labour's concem for civil rights and 

democracy, trade union rights and poli tic al freedom, ail converged once the strike 

leat weèe arrested. Below we quote ex!en'lvely !rom the Westem I,abour News. 

v '_ -' The strikers will add a fou\-th demand - The'freeing of Pol,itical Prisoners. 
The men in Stoney mountrun penitentiary are not thore primnrily for their 
personnl utterances" or ncts-. They are there because they h~ve voiced the 
pEMANDS OF-THE WORKERS, needs and aspirations of the workers and 
have endevoured to organize the growing senti,!llent of revoIt. Vet - REVOLT 

J , 

- revoIt against a privileged group that has managed to gain cQntrol, not only 
~- over the financial and ind!lstrial systems of Canada, but olso over the 
-~ machinery or govemment. The common pèople must regain the right to 

control the affairs of the country. 
-J • Under wàrtime legislation and perhaps in part by the exigencies of 

war, the government has suppressed freedom of the press, freedom of 
speech, freedom of assembly and association and odopted convenient but 
dangerous expeditlnt which has become known liS Government by Orders-in­
Council. It '\Vo~ seem that this wartime government hlls become 

.. accustomed to at%'itrary action and is att",mpting to carry it over into peace 
times. 

During the war, it was a crime to criti~ize the government - we are not 
quite sure whether or not that enactmept has been repealed. Nor are wc 
worfYing very mu ch about the matter. The time has come to criticize the 

1 
government. 

Our comrades in Stoney Mountain have been guilty of this al1'd hcnce 
have co~mitted the unpardonable sin. 111ey are charged, we are told, with 
conspiracy and sedition. It is a fine Way to get rid of political opponents. Dut 
do the authoritIes imagine the workers will abandon these men to their fato. 
We think we interpret aright the sentiment of workers when wc say th!!.t there 
will be no strike settlement till our comrades are free. 144 

o 

The government withdrew fundamental civil and constitutiQual rights through ord~rs­

in-couneil. Ït made a crFnal offe~se of the right to criticize government, organizc 

and associate in certain trade unions ana p6liticai parties. When. the strikc leaders 

~ere ar~èsted they became politieal prisoners, just like thOS~ .trsecutec) during the 

war, for defending
o 

Labours rights. Indeed, the language- of this cmotional 

denunciation of government relates· the strike directty to LabourS wartimc 

griev'ances since, "a fourth demandw to settle the strike included1 the "frceJng of 

political prisoners. ~ 

, . 
How do we know this rhetoric reflects real~cern for .de~oéracy, eivil rights, 

J 
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and economic justice, and indeed; is not ju~t substanceless rhetorical froth?' 

Because'-the~( behaviour ..expressed their be~iefs. Thr-oughout .the six weeks, strikers 

met in city parks, street corners, and "~peQ. sp~esw by the tens, , hundre"ds ~ and 

thousands. They heard, speak~! discuss the events of the d;ty; they discu~sed 
. 

articles in the Western Labour News penned by 'Constitutionalis" and 'Democratus', 

'Fairplay' and 'Homophilo' .145 Indeed, the strike leaders fbund it difficu!t to 

j'rovide en~ugh speakers, so many were invited f~om other provinces, as was Bill 

Pritchard fron; British Columbia. 146 . Several huge ';~~tings were held. at Victoria 

park, which strikers renamed Liberty park.147 Later, sorne 8,000 people heard 

Pritchard relate the Magna Carta, which "meant 'liberty and justice", to the gr..eat. 

unfulfilled promises of British tradition to working chiss people.148 The conspiracy. 
_ 19 b ' 

of the unelected, unidentified. mem\;>ers of the Citizens'\ Committee, was compared 

to the democracy of workers who "stood for open discussion and decisiùn by 
c 

ballot.,,149 The strikers theI\ marched with their demands. Parades regularly 

occurred, especiaÙy those sponsored by veterans, ~ho sported signs' such as 'Britons 

sha11 n~ver be !Slaves', and 'Down With the Profiteers'. 'W~ Stand For 35,000 against 
'\:" ) 0 

~OOO', and 'We Fought the Hun Over There - We Fight The Hun Everywijere' ,ISO 

The striker's behaviour expressed key political'concepts in a working class 

w.ay. The right to associate and express an opinion, freely,' occurred on street 

, .comtrs, in parks, during parades. The signs sported in parades, the content of 

speeches, and indeed the purpose of the strike itself, ail expressed British , , 

democrucy; trade union demands, and war grievances. They were aIl the substance 

~f ~Orking cluss traditions whic,~ embodiedl aspirations for drcracy and ec~?o~ic _ 

Justtce. - ~ , ' 

Foremost, it \Vas the discipline of the strikers that marked the substance of the 
~ , 1 

strike rhetnriq.' '~usands met, mobilized, and marched without violence to person 
8 

.. 
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or propèity; this sort of discipline is no mean feat for-large groups of human bei~s. 
ft • 0 ~ .. 

"Perhaps the most startling feature of the s'trike", wroté Bercuso~ "was 'thnt this' 

poliey - O'rderJine.ss ~ was rigidly adhered to throughout ~he entire.six we~ks of' the ( 

strike; ~ot a single instance of violence was initiated by the ftrikers.,,151 This is 
':/E" " 

signififant given ~he nature of the situation. Winnipeg society tiroke dow •• in a 

fashion Dever before experienced. Without the denr functioniug of public 

institution~ and structures, tradition was aU that ~as left to pold societY,together., If 

it did not, Canadian army battalions would kill people. So the extreme orderlilless 
l , " " 

meant' ~hat the strikers \mderstood thiPurpose of their actions, and foll?Wed well 
, .1" ~ 

marked and shared tules. There was no violence and no chaos, because, workers , . , 
, 

had- traditiqn to' fall back on, a tradition wpich allowed them to act as 'resllonsible 
'" ' 

f\._ ct 
citizens, des pite unfamiliar ,situations. 

If there eve~ was a threat of revolution - the change ,of government ttlrough 

-" brute force - ii was from~ returned soldieI;s. The veterans, howcver, who supported 

the' strike, exptes ed the orderliness and democratic nature of the strikers , 
1 

fP 0
G 'i%, Certainiy, the soldiers felt t y deserved fair treatment on the job by virtlle of their 

~ ç' ... 

service and sacrifice for the cause Of democracy. 'As it becamc èlcar govcrnmcnt 
, ~ 

irould not support the strikers ~d~lllands, the veterans formed their own soldier 
,) 

parliamentsi elected their own representatives and preparcd"' to petition 

·Parliament.152 On May 31, 10,000 people, led by veterans, then marched on .. 
Parliament fo pr~sent their demands to the provincial govcrnment. They wanteS thp 

strikers' demands defined in legislation to force cmployers to recognize trade 

unions. "The l~gislative c~amber _ was packed and thmls,ands stood' outside."153 It 

;~),Vas hot inside. The veterans were a~gressive and -confident, and the Premier was 
'-1' 

c1endy intimidated. But what happened?' }'he Premier sai no, then told the 

vet~rans to protest at city hall. The soldiers just went away. 

themselves ,upon the democratic principles and traditions 

... 

e soldiers organi1.cd 
'\ t­

r which they fought, 
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dlen presented th~lgrievance8 ta ParU~ent in an orderly; if unus~, ~~. . , 

. ' 
pte 8tri~e leadership successfully co:o~ted many veterans to their cause. lh~r 

made thelf aspirations inte11igible~y associatipg the demacratic purposes a' tlïe 

strike with the Great War. 'The be'~aviour af the trade unions m~ked their 

( 

. 
",' 

- -(,' 
authentic "cern far democracy. They rneticulausly fol1awed their ow~ democrati~' ~ 

1 • i 

forrnalis~.· The?, voted t~ suppart the strike, then imposed "pon the~selv~s a ciYi~ 

arderliness. This starkly.,ntrasted with the Citizen s' èanunittee'~ behaviour. 1< 

was not elected. It contribiit~d to the upsot :f the city's civic order when the \1 
'U '. _ ' 

unioniz~d police force of 240 officers was fired and then replaced by sorne 2,060 . '" ' - . , 
special policemen.154 Incidents of violence rose, and indeed, the strike leade.o;hip 

, -argued sorne-special policemen were the authors of crime.155 So for rnany veterans, 
~ -

it WjlS clear which side stood for British democratic traditions. Labour _ defined its 

rights - to a living wage and collective bargainiag within the scope of ,British 

dcmocratic tradition" th en behaved according to those traditions wh en they struck. 

'Phus, a simple association betweqn the meaning of the Great War, and the meaning 

'" , ~ 

of the_ strike, was possible.' 

. ' - . , . 

.. -

How did go~errunent define and respond to th~ is'sues raised by the general , . 
strike'l In the June 2 House of Commons debate on the strikè, thè Prime minister 

'l> .. 
defined its political imp'ort. Perhaps it was the -context of the debate itself that 

t 

allowed the is~ues to become clear to the Prime minister, especially given the 

extre.Jlle views of tne Liberal leader of the opposition, D.D. Mackenzie, who clearly 

,,' did not grasp the nature of the situation. Mackenzie propo~ed a court be created to 
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control the ~~t to~e WJ;ùc~ would, of co,\!se, return labour r~lations t~ bnd Qld 

days wlJen strikes were a Crlinihal 9ffense.156 This suggestion ~as Just plain silly. 

J The right to $trlke, for "the labouring men o~ Canada," BQJ'den responded, (wns) "a 

right whLch they prize as the Magna Carta of their Iiber.ties .... ,,157:~nd,o "auy such 

! __ j>ro~~Sal ~oulci not only be impractic~~I~ but danger~us. ,,1-58 And, he rec,ogl1ized 
v .' ... 

the disastroqs poIitical consequences if Parliament could not grnsp the ttade 

unio,nistsl most basic aspiràtions embodied in the. strike. 

'" 
It would become one of,the greatest mistakes that this Parlitkent coulet' make 
to drive into what one might câll the extreme wing of- the labour party in" 
Canada men who have as a whole been fair and reasonable in their attitude to 
the question (of the right to strike).159 

. .. 
.The .pri~e minister jumbled together three issues,: colle~tive bargnining, the 

. " ' , 

nature of strikes, and th~ir political import.' The fedtal governmel;t I1cver 
1 

, ~ 1 • 

addressed th,ç first issue through ,leiisial/on which relate~ collective bargaining' to 

trade ùniol1 recognition. Indeed, no legal mechanism, which fonnalizcd trade union . " . 
.- cerûfication, existed until the "second world war. The govermuent cOlislfued trade~ 

'" - " ..... 

. un~n recognition to b~ a private matter, and!llthis, as we s1\aU ;ee, is significant to 

-
.. vthe definitio~) -of class pelitics. The government was concerned aboll~ strikes, 

-
especially those which challenged politieal authority. So, in a sense, il was 

1 

govern~ent which struck a political meaning to the general stri€. l'he govc-rnmcnt 

attempte~to define what was, and was not, politlcal about industrial rel~tjons. 

,~ 

,. 

__ ~~ ___ ~ _ t_ , 
1 

Meigqen knew the meaning of collective bargaining was ajar. wThe conception 
,-

of collective bargaining defined by the employer was too' narrow since it assumed ~ 

contract between t~e empl~yer and each individual workcr' was rlghtfvl." At tt:.-l' 

opposite extreme ~he definition espoused by the Metal Trades Council, wwas 80 W 
~ to ~,impraCtiCable ";d dangerous to the:~~,e of Lab~Ur itS~If.:I60 ~. i. 
how Metghen t;easoned the wrongflliness of .~ s taetIcai advances agamst the 

, . 
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'Contract Sfiops. 

Now) ~"at 1 am ~ing is that the sympathetic strike, al:ost necessarily 
involl.Z the violatio~ of contracts. A union itself is bded UpOI\, the principle 
of colleetie bargaining. A union can not effect its purpose unles.s it can 
bargain as a 'lion and make its engage~t with-an--employer or combination 
of empJoyers. In a word, one of the prin~al functions of a union is to make 
an engagement on behalf of ils constituents with the'- employer concerned. If 
baving made any su ch èngagement it is to be free to break it by reason of the 
quarrels of others, then of what value is the engagement?161 '~ 

Meighen implicitly makes clear assu1.11ptions about the nature of l~bour combinattlns ' 
~ 

that suit a I,eral view of social relations. He assumes workers are like economic 

m~, ~ raljoVa! aclor, silua~d ~ a sodely b';'ed upon conlraclual relaljons, wilhii 
. . 

which, he can maximize opportunities for himself, rather th an a view that trade 
1, 

unionism is a "way of life". Thus, the chIef public virtl~e i~ to honour one's 

èôntracts, not trade union solidarity. Collective bargaining is a private contract, and 
" ,'" 

so, tnoCQ sanetified than the general principles of trade unionism. 

~his was the meaning Meighen imposed upon collective bargaining. And' a 

definition of this sort did exist within tuJLab~ur movement. So with senator 
~ 

Robertson, and some craft union leaders, Meighcn imposed a particlllar business 

union dcfinition .of colleotive bargaining llpon Con!ract Shop employers. This 
Cl 

." . 
ascribcd a Illcalling to col1ective bargaining, within the scope, of priyate affairs 

, 

bctwecn lndividuals, S0l11cwhcrc olltsidc the proper political. discourse about the 

comlllunity's COllllllon good. "Collective bargainillg is sound," said Meighen, "but a 

unit Il!llSt be found towaros which the principle of collective bargaining is to apply 

and beyolld which it must not go.,,162 He disengaged collective bargaining from 

politicnl aspirations. 

Beyond which it must nbt go. Where exactly was that? 
i 

• 

1 say it is proved by the eltample of Winnipeg and indeed follows from the 
very Jogie of the situation, that a general strike to succ.eed, or, indeed, to 
continue, must result in the usuH'atiQn of govemmental authority on the part 
of those controlling the strike.16 . 

1> 
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Experience defined what sort of strike was political. Regnrdless of original 

intentio~s, a sympathetic gen~ral ~e is revolutionary since public or~,cr ~eco~lcs 

controlled by trade union~ 

It is no accident that the politician sent to break the strike, Meighen, was the 

Minister of Justice, the definer of crime. The general strike thtcatcncd the politienl - ~~ v ' '-, 
arder, but the aspirations,of trade unionists were legitimatc. So some crudlise 

J 

. position offered to the trade union movement was neccssary, yet the strike had to be 

broken. 

The answer lay in the Citizells/ Com{!)ittec/s defÏ1~ition of the strike/s causes, liS 0 

a radical led, Jllien supported, ~evolution. First, under Meighen's auspices, the 
, 

Immigration act was amended to allow the dcportation of unllaturalized iiumigrmits 

who participated in illegal associations. Thcll second, aCter the the strike, the 

general 'strike was c1arificd. The criminal code was 

ended tt! define unlawful asso~iations, "as those whose purpose was tn bring 

:.bout any government, indllstrial, or economic change in Canada throügl1 force or 

"~iolence."l64 Moreover, the officers of such an organization, and Ihose in 

possession of ils literatllre, were liable to prison tenns of up to 20 years'. 165 

The full force of political institutions cOllld now be llsed to break the strike 

-
and still.provide Labour with an option. When, remember, the government/s 

negotiators, along with indiyidual craCt unions, prescnted the MTC with ils offer of 

collective bargaining agreements, at -àlmostt.the same moment, the police arrelited 

radical strike leaders and east European immigrants. These arrests clearly marked 

c 

the sort of class practices and politics acceptable to the governmcnt. Not one 

leader arrested was involved in the eraft union movement, or w~ solely a trade 
.. • t.- 'l 

union official. Yet SPC leaders and,OnU organizers, Russell and Queen, and SDP 

leader A.A. Heaps, ail radical politicians and trade union activists, ~ere arrcstcd. 

) 
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Pour cast Europeans, ail involved in socialist politics - Cjlaritinoff, Almazoff, 

Blumenberg, and Schoppelrie - were also' gaoled. l66 The message 'Yas clear. 

Radical c1ass potities and trade unionism was not o~ly iIIegal and unacc~ptable, they 

were un-Canadian. 

In the aftermatb of the strike, the provincial government created a Royal 

Commission to inquire into the strike's causes. Hs commission~r, Robson, tried to 
, , 

explain to middle class Canadians why, "the great mass of' workers intelligent and ( 
, 

~ loyal to British iMtitutions ... acquiesced in al! that was said and done."167 "The 

Strike," conc1uded Robson, "was purely the work of pronounced socialist agitators 
Çl 

(whosc) chief follpwing was the Russian and Austrian .... ,,168 The radical lead.ers 

~ 

burrowed their way into labour councils, fanned legitimate trade union concerns iuta 
Q 

a radic~rt of combustion throllgh an hysterical press, and consequently duped 

loyal, intelligent British trade unionists. Most of aU, however, Robson conc1uded 
, 'O..~ 

Labour's economic griiances \Vere jus~ified, yet it was impersonal, market forces, 

beyond anyone's control, that caused economic problems. So labour's concerns 

were legitilllate, but the industrial-uninten'tionally-political solution was not. 

J 

Now these claims, save the cconolllic àrgulllcnts, were not .supported by any 

substantial empirical evidcncc. They accord nicely, if unintentionally, with the 

unsuppo,rtcd explanations of the strike espoused by the Citizen's ComI'nittee. So it 

• was not nccessary to prove the radical and alien connection sinRe one prejudice 

cOllfi,rmcd another. What this explanation did do, however, was attempt to ÎlX a 

meaning to the' strike. The report defines as legitimate a certain sort of trade ..,. 

uilionism divorccd from radical politics and radical aliens. In a word: the Royal 

Commi~sion fixcd a meaning to the strike through cau,sal explanation. The real 
D 

causes were ecollomic and the radical fanning of discontent epiphenomenal. So, 

what this report reaIly meant to say is that trade unionism, and its economic 
/ l 

f "\ 
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., coricems, were legitimate, but ,lts politieal expression in c1ass polities, and espeeiaUy 

'V 

class c(mfliet; was not. G 

• 
So) ho:.v ought one approa~Jl the wLabour"pf'oblcmw and provitle labour un 

j' 

alternative to p,a~ticipate in the community? The gitt of Robson's solution was this: • 
~ , 

} 
It is from the hlghest public stand point,_ cssential that those among tho 
labouring classes who are subjects by birth should recoivo ovory rocogmtion 
and encouragement and that they should be assured of 0J>portunity eqllnl 'nnd ' 
in fact greater than is enjoyed by those o{,other lilnds ,16 n ) 

Vague il' it not? Given the context of th<; ~eport's criticisms and rccl:mlllcn1"tiOf\sJ ' 

this\ must be read through Iiberal spectacles where thc COlUIllU11ity mus~' cllsure 

individuals opportllnities, without ,disrupting the rcatities of ,ecollomic laws and' ... 

o practices, ~truct{lres and institutions. This mc;~nt that, \vhen distfiblllÏon of \vcalth 1 

is ~mfair, m~d indeed verified by economic indices, so tlÙlt proof c1early cxists, 
, . 

meaning ~hat, "capital does not provide cnollgh to assure labour a contented 

. 
existence", then, J'the government might find it necessary to stcp in at~d let the stat1 

do th,ese things at the expense of Cap~tal.',,170 And, whcn ~here is indl1strial conflict, 

the state ought to provide mecha,nislUs, wi(h SOIllC dcgrec of impartiality. through 

which Labour and Capitall~ay reconcile ccon~mic confliet a'b"iJut dividing the wealth , 

both create.' This Robson calIed a IIJoint Council of Industry" which looscly 

accorded to the principles of the federal go'(ernmcnt's \;ldustrial Disputes 

Investigation act .171 
.. 

'Robson's conclusions i1Iustrate how the resolution of conflict bccomcs a 

techniéal problem for an impartial state, which, now,' reconciles competing ~ocial 
, \ 

interests'. v The object is "to advance the welfare of the st~te." 172 l'olitic~bccomes 

depoliticizéd. No where does this report suggt]t governmcnt ought to enhance the 

) capacity of trade unions to org~nize. Why? Bec~use they arc c1ass mechanisms for 

reconciling the distribution of wealth, 'qui te apart from the state. To help trade 

o 
unions organize is to engage in c1ass politics, whereas to help the individual, is nol. 

\ . 
'. 
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To diffuse the politiçal import of trade unions, the disengaged impartial state, not 

the class biased tràde union, must ens,ure social opportunities and proteet economic 

rights and privileges. So the purpose of tr~djtional politic~ must be to disengage the 

politieal expression from movements with fllndamental economic grievances. 

This became the projet for the traditional political parties, espeeially the 

'-
dLiberals. The Liberal party eleeted Mackenzie-King as its leader, a colourless ex-

, 
bureaucrat, politieal technieian, and labour specialist. King warned Capitalists, in 

the pages of /Ildustry and Humanity, ther~ would be severp and violent 
..... .1 

confrontations with Labour, if they did not adopt a more conciliatory attitude. The 

general strike provided opportunity Ior1.such a man. "It is possible" wrote King only 

day,s after tlie June 21 riot, "that the labour unrest of the West may cause_sorne of 

the Party to be disposed towards my leadershjp ..•. ,,173 King's task would be to co-
, -.., . 

opt political movements based upon economic grievanees, through the party system, 
..... 

where tompcting interests may be broke~ed.174 Yet il was not with labour tlIat -this ...... 
f 1 \~~ .. .. .. ~~,... ,. 

sort of politiçaJ battle woulcl oceur. It'was the Progressives who first argued/fiorn a ,/~ 

cOl1lm~l11ding position within Canadian political institutions, that Canadian potities' 
. , 

and institutions reflected and filrthered tl)e self-interest of an elite class. King's ~ask 

was to avoid potities based on class. 

To experiment with class in matters of government is to invite the uqknown. 
The Liberal parly ... ofCers a means lo escape from both eXtremes. neither of 
which is in the national in terest,17 5 

The ~ibetal party hoped to disengage class from poliÎics to broker the cornrnon 

good of the entire community. Perhaps it is here tbat Meighen's understanding of . 
the meaning of collective bargaining, and King's understanding of class ~onflict, ~e 

, , 
the same. Both detfne econol1\ic interests as private matters which only tear the 

, , 

com~unhy apart if structur~d i~to .he cornmunity's political rue. 

,; .. 
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Once, arrested, the strike leaders entered the judicial process. This woilld 

provide a forum througlï which the detp-ocratic traditions of trade unionlsts and 

socialists stood before the courts who indicted the strike leaders with seditious 
, 

crim~s against the Constitution. Here, the foundation upon which Winnipeg Labour 

justified the sympathetic strike became aceented sinee the Judiciary .' a body by 
---'"< 

" nature coneerned with làw • put Labour's Interpretation of its Constitntionnl rlght8 

into question. Sa, one underlying element of the strike - democtacy and civil' rights 
r 

. stepped squarely into the foreground apart from the strike's-'econom~c ~ur~cs. 

" 

Two minor strike leaders, Dixon and Pritchard, cpll?,ueted their OWIl dcfense 

and illustràted the strikes broadening significance. Dixon wns chargcd with seditions 

libel for his l'ole as editor of the strike bulletin. Pritchard was charged with sedition 

.-.c 'sinc{he advocated OBU trade unionis~ and revolutionary socialism. With r~gorous 
, 

logical precision, Dixon based his defense upon civil rights, trade unien rights und 
> ~ ~ < 

their ~onstitutional signifi~~~, ~ince Pritchard was only \briefly illvolved cr in ;11e 

strike, and only as a p~lic speaker, he believed his iÎldictment was u gcncrJ\1 aUaelé , 
, \. ~' 

on trade unionism and soeialism. He broadly defined working class mo~ements and 
~ 

related them to British constituti?nal traditions. So the manner in wJ1ich 4çmocracy 

and civil rights related to working class social practices and institutions was put in ta 
. . 

question. And, indeed, this judicial process had much political import. The trial, 

. and henee the issues, remained in the public space for almost one year, so,Winnipeg 
, " 

workers had mueh time to ref1~ct on ·the ~dal, and consequently, the strike's 

signÙièance. 

Dixon related his OW? ri~o express a politieat opinio.n,· the legality of ~he 
. . 

strike, ,and thè me\"ing of collective bargaining t9 ~he Brit~sh, subject's civil rights, 
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It was a simple, powerful defense. Dixon rebutted the Crown's argument that bis .' 

remarks at the Walker theatre meeting, and in the Western Labour News, aftér the. ,.' 
c 

June 17 arrests, represented seditious libel. Dixon simply, stated, "we hold in British 

countries that we are free to criticize the. govemment.,,176 Furthermore, 
IJ 

constitutional democracy meant the freepom to. express an idea fPr public debate 
'~' Q 

"'and argument, :«so long as we ~dvance mlt ideas by constituiional nle~ns ... without 

;~sorting to force."l77 
J. . , " 

a 

~"\ 
, ~ 

( 

Force. This was tljJe key, to the Crown~s argument that the gêneral" strike ,was 
, 

seditious. So DÎJCon, too, was guilty, not ef expressing a politieal, opinidn, but, of 

' .. 1'.' 
:;f 

seditious Jibel. Here, Dixon used common sense, not legal rea~ing, to assert the 

strikes Icgality. If' the st~ike itself was megal why were not th:jade union leaders: 

indeed those who initia~, the strike, such as Winning and;- 'MeBride, ~nJ ,the 

priso.l1er's dock. Why was not the O~U banned as an illegal afsociation? Where ) 

was the legislation prohibitin~ sympathetic strikes?178 " 1 . 
\ 

Agàinst the cs:wnls empty arguments, Dixon struck back with the worker's. 
.. t 

. right to freely ... ociat 'n~rganizatiO;;' of the their OWB ~hoice. craft and indQstriai 

lInions, trade union federati~~,and councils.179 Dixon subtley related the rigJtt of. 

workers to organize a1.1d the ri~~)express a· political-op!nion. ' "Workers" he 

nrglle~l, "must be given an intelligent inte~est in industry and share in the profits.".l80 

Thollgh this statem~nt appears innoc'U'ous enough it has "political import. Why? 

Bec~l1sc it wns easily ~ela~able to the political question raised 'by t!te Labôuf-party 

who preseqted' an alternative vision of' social, economic, and political relationships. 

Coltective bargaining could be one means to assert Labour's raised expectations for 
o 

'control over' indllstriallife. 
"" 

.' 
Pritchard directed a dnring defense. He did not submit one piece of evidence; 

cho 
instead he re-interpreted the Crown's' evidence. This had two purposes: to malte 

i 
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clear two so~iaI m~Vèments, trade unionism ~d socialism, and the intimacy with 

• • l' 
. whlch they em'braced constitutional tradition; and illustrate the Cro~ls ignorance of , . ~ , 

the ~eaning of trade upioni~m and soc!~ism wbich they drew from Marxist 

literature.181 And, indeed, the Crown interpteted the 'meaning of Marxist liIeraturc' , " 

in a literaI sense, mllch like the fundamentalist Christian did tire Old Testament: the 
, 'II . 

~ .. l '1\ • 

dictator of the proletariat and the bloody revolittion, Nebllchadnezzar and lhe 

sacking of Jetllsalem. Pritchard wOllld show the.- court that trade unionism lInd 

psociaIis~ could not b,f àbstracted from national traditions. So Pritchard related his 

.~~n defense, / ttade unionism a~d socialism, to ';ritiSh constitution al tl\uditions. . - ~ 
l' 

Democraby. CiVjrights. • , -

, Througb O~biS ~e~ns~, Prit.ha~d iIIustrated the way ln which trade ~ union; 
• li" 

and 'socialist parties, in themselves, expressed .... 

'v 
the British comltil\llion. Workcrs 

1 
freely associated in trade unions. where workers debated economic and politienl ". /' . ' 
issues. Through politieaI parties, ,socialists presented their ideas to the elcctoratc 

" 
wl).e,re ballots, .in a politieal proeess, deeided conflict. Indeed, within tTllde unions 

and socialist parties, politieal and indusJfial issues were deliafed critically, where, "if 

fact wa~ opposed to",fact : .. :truth will come to light ou'i of that most pitilcss of , . . 

conte~ts, the contest of opinion."182 So trade llnionists and socialists expressed the 

Constitution in their social practices and institutions. :rhey freely as~ocitltcd, 
\ 

expressed politieal opinions, criticized those opinions and arbitratcd politieal 

conflict democr~tica1ly. 

Not only did trade unionists and -socialists order their own affairs according td • 

British democratic traditions, they' realized their class institutiqns and class 
, , 

,ev~gelis~ could not exist outside a com~unity without democratic 'institutions, Cree" , 
't 

sp~li and free association.183 Indeed trade unionists were forced to enter poUlies 

to pr~tect these rights; to' prot~ct exacÏly tbis sort of BOcie_ty, as a ~jnjm~m course 

. .... 
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of ilctfon.l84 ThU8, trade tunions and socialists had a r~~ponsibility to protect 
n , 

~emocracy. An~priChard(hen began to argue" "the w~ has proven that the modern 

form of popular government does not fulfill the office for ~iCh J was created."l85 

He reasoned that politi~ deeision-making fell from the democratie process, and the 
, . 

party system, ioto the hands of a few experts and political bosses which made" 

g~vernment "every \yhit as ~utocra~c as government by the German empero~."lS: 

He cited many incidents where the government restricted civil rights through orders~ 

in-council. His meaning was clear; the government psed undemocratic ~learis to 
_ 0 "" 

abu e Constitutional rights. So Pritchard, and his socialist movement, hoped to 

e the spirit of democracy, thtgh a change in institution~, in a process of 

peaceful e olution: .. not violen! revolution. 

" Pritchard believed the trade union and socialist movements would preserve, 
- . 

not u~urp the Constitution. This is why Pritchard felt forced to defen,d his roIe 

during the strike in this way. "1 am placed in the positit>n," he said, "to defend tne 

history of two movements ... l qave" to explain to the- Court the History of The 
.. t ~ ~ 

Trade Union Movement .and the Socialist Movement.."187 He" had ~ ~xplain his 

rights, his movement, his interpretation of the British Constitution, to a Court 

which coulet not fnthom British rights in qui te that working cIass way. ,-
. 

Dixon and Pritchard represented the extremes of Labour's political 
;1 

differences. These differences were significan]. Nevertheless, thd eommon .. ,ground 

between them was very powerful sinee both shared a faith in the British , 

constitution, its democratic traditions, and its enshrinement of civil rights.) It was 

this constitution that made possible the expression' of their politieal. worldviews . 

. ' And this beeame the issue during the trials: the strike leaders acted weil within the 

bounds of the Constitution when they initiated a general strike or expressed any 

political opinion. Jndeed, all workers could unite at this fundamental level. . Their 
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leaders regardless of political differences,. went ta jait for their beliefs, not for any. 

crime, and were about to be persecuted by those'very individuals and institutions, 

judges and judiciary, which claimed to uphold and represent the Constitution.~ Bath 

Dixon and Prichard would cIaim the Constitution was on trial not them. As far as 

Labour was concemed, the men on trial were innocent. Sa the situation· appeaJ:ed 

as such: the men on trial sacrificed their liberty so that the working class èOllld be 

, united" then politicaIly resurrected, and thus judge the jlldges. Illcteed, whcn 

another strike leader, Bob Russell, was convicted of sedition a man in the 
"-

courtroom exploded, "J~sus Christ was a martyr and so is Bob Russell."lBB 

IX \ 
- ~. 

':l'he nature of the general strikè changed the day after the strlkc Icadcrs wcrc 

". arrested. As far as labour was conC!![ned the Constitution, as it appljcd to working 

men, was in jeop~rdy. 

... ti) lay violent hands upon apparently peaéeable and weil • éonductcd 
citizeri~ is a different thing altogether. That touches the personal liberty of 
the subJ!,ct. Here then is where the st~ike touches evcry citizen. An invasion 
of personal liberty and freedom of speech will lead sooncr or later either to 
the establishment of tyranny or to the counter irritant of rebcllion. 189 

• The federaI goveniment ~sed ail its resources, mililary and policc, Icgislatioll and 

judi.ciary, to crush the trade unions, whose leaders bel1eved their ~CtjO?8 ~ere 

constitutionally held rights. Once the industrial battle was lost, labour cocked its 

political arm to 'stri~e back. .-rhey have asked for the Constitution. The 
0' 

Constitutio~ they shall Jtavel,,190 

Labour fell back upon two BritJsh worJèing class traditions. Fint, the labour 

leadership appealed to c1ass solidarity in ord_er to support a question of 
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Constitution al rights, something which crossed ideological differenees. Second, 

labour ehanged fro,m industri~l t!> politieal ~eans to defend itself. Sinee class 

movements were a totality of interrelated eeonomic aQd political social practices and 

institutions, Labour knew what to do as this situati~ ehanged. Despite 

this cry for unit y, the strike leaders still h'ad to aee6unt for the strike's failure. So , 1, . 
. the ·'trade union, movement, a!1d its politieal leadership, beeame deeply divided 

concerning th~ rencwed direetion"their class ntbvement 'ought to engage. < 

" , ',') 
La~our leaders turned quickly to politics. Through edu.cation and propaganda 

the labour leadership ~iffuse arguments for politic~l aètion quickly and clearly. ~o, 

for the next year. the W. tJrn Labour News explai~d the relati~>nship betwe~n 
! •• 

industrial and politicnl acti n, trade unions an\politicar {arties. 1) Industrial unions / 

and politicnl parties must help ach othêr argued the ~ews. politi~al parties mi 

acquire politieal power to distribute soeiàl wealthj industrial unions must boH,} . 
, 

proteet workcrs, and edue,ate' them about' working class thèories of society, 

economies, and poli~ics.191- Here, continued ~l~e weste"\Lab~ur Nèws, trade unions 

'and labour politieal 'Parties were the "two bladcs of a pai~ of s~issorsn which "enabled 

. trade uni01\ists to "protect tl~emselves as citizens (and) to promote the happine~s 

and welfare of thêir familics:,,192 White th~ Western Labour News described cla~ ,: 'r 

polities, lca<\ers suc Il as J.S. Wood§worth, W.D. Bayley, and others, formed 
./ 

eommittccs which toured Manitoball cOllul1unities to spread this notion of a class 

" plOvcmellt.193 So once illdustrial conflict failed, labour brought class co~flict to the 
. ~ 1 

politienl process in a more determined fashion, just as they always had in the past. 

The ciyic elections which followed the strike marked, again, class confliet and 

(. solidarity in Winnipeg. The issues concerned the general strike. For the WTLC the 
.. 

election issues were clear cutj 

... 
The question IS not of men but of poliey, and the eouncil stands pledged t9 
support the restoration of what labour has regarded as its malienable right viz. 
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, l'i'ee aSsociation and arflUation.194 

Around tbis issue Wlnnipeg Labour and socialists were solidlY'united. So the city's 

international unions, and the heretic, OBU, combined to support the labour slute of 

- "=' ' 
canditIates. This selection of candidates and the presentation ~! a political platform 

~ere jointly supporteq by the IL'P, SPC, and SDP thus i1lustrati~ politleal unity 

-around such a basic issue.195 S.J. Farmer, single 'taxer and anti-ê'onscriRtionist, 
\ ' 

contested the, mayoralty as the ILP nominee with Dixon as campaign mannger.196 

r ' 9 " Labour's traditiolîal platform, which endors~,d public ownership of public utilities, 
, , 

tax reform~ and so on, was enriched with a political solution to some of the" striles 

"consequences. 'A labour 1:ivic government prolllised to ,reinstate" p~blic cmployees 

fired during 'the strike and return their right to organize.197 :rhe local lab~ur 
-<" 
movement was politically unified behind issues fundamental to their existcnce as li 

, V' 

movement. 

, -
The results were close. Parmer lost, but by only 3,000 votcs. Sevcn Labour 

city councillors were electèd, an~ consequently, Labour .. evenly dividcd the 14 

possible seats betwcen themseIve;- ~nd the Ci1izens' Committ~e candidates.198 Clàss 

divided city council and politics. 'This class solidarity seems to have 'Crossed ethnic 

div!sions as" weIl. The Anglo-Saxon Labour candidfttes in thç North f\d wards 

severel)' beat t~eir east European opponents.199 So the f~r~jg~ v~te clcjly chose 
, 

Labour to represent them. This r civic election, then, marke~ class. solidarity and ' 
#. 

consciousness. . 
() 

Jl920 The provincial general eleetion was clearly about the strike. 
.\ 

Manitoba's Labour and socialist parties again created a cQalition to reQght ,~e 

" 

• 

strik~200 In the Winnipeg constituencies, the jailed ;trike leaders were re~~~re~<J .,. 
<. , ' .-. 
to .cpallenge th~ government's con~emnation of innocent Labour, and indeed, won 

, 42'.5' percent of the' vote and returned three ~Ï' the jailoo càndidates - Armstrong, 
• 1 
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Qucen, and Ivens.201 Russelliost to Tupper, but ooly after 37 recounts.202 Outside 

\V.i.nnip~g cvcry Labour candidate won.203 For Labour, eleven ~I~cted MLA's" 

vindieated the strike's legitima~y through the demoeratic proeess, a higher foem of 

judgment than ~he courts. Since the Norris administration was defeated, despite 

having the countrrs b~st record for indus trial legislation,204 the election's message 

1 was clea'r: 

. . 
Any government which attempts to throttle free men in Canada or elsewhere 

,will f~ll of its own ~t and be fortunate if it does not brin§ crashing in roin 
the structure with'WI1ich c1ulBsy hands it seeks to buttress.20 , 

'7 

-This politieal unity did .lot last aiter the 1920 genér~l' electi~n.' The primary 
, i 

tlource of unit y wâs perhaps hest expressed by this OBU maehinist: , 

nlC fact of bcing in diffcrcnt organizations (does not) in any way relieve us of 
our obligations to the brothers now in the clutches of the law .... we are 

1 united and 'tlndivic;lable in demandmg justice for labour and fair and impartial 
treatment (or our lehders.206 • ,----. 

But once the striké leaders wcre tried, jailed and eleeted to the legislature, labours 

lluity f~l1 apart. J!ldeed, labdhr's unity wa; strail}ed sinee the very first month after 

1he strike's eollapse. ~Thè trade union. movemenf beeame sharply divided, which, 

éOllsequently, split Lnbour's politieal arm. 

The onu and the. international unions fought to control the citis trade union 

luovement. The OBUs strategy was simple; it hoped to swallow the ~C, and its 

llffiliated trade unions, whole, from within, through trade union demoeratic 

o 

~ processes.207 The ncid test for an OBU coup would ocellr-.in the struggle for the 

W:LC. R.A. Rigg, S~cial Democrat and socialist~ ex-MLA, led the intern~~ 

union defensë of the WfLC. An uproarious WTLC constitutional debate, on July, 

29, which petitioned the WILC to give its charter and property to the onu, 

succeeded. The next day Rigg declared .the prèvious meeting illegal, and indeed its 

conduct did not exactly ·follow WTLC procedures; he seized the charter, expeIled 
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the OBU, and ordered the banks not to honour the transactions signed by Ivens and . ' 

~ ·Veitch.208 Similar ~ituations occurred in many individual itltemational unions, 

wh~re', in most case~, the charters were successfully defended.209 The onu failed. 

It is important to note, here, that those leaders who defended the international 

unions were neither dogmatic business unionists, nor p~wn~ of the national TLC 
'\ 

~ffice. Many were socialists like Rigg. So the trade union movement was seriol1s1y 

divitled. 

The consequellce was dual Jnionism. This meant onu and international 

.... union organizers competed for me11!bers and collective bargaining contracts. Agnin, 
(' 

and again, employers and governmfiYlt sided with the International unions. To the 

employers, it did not matter which trade union acquired the mosl me1l1bers~ th~y 

honoured agreements and mediated shop flOOf conrrct with the international 

unio~210 The premier, T.C. Norris, also shut out the O'nU from representatioll on 

Labour tribunals such as the newly created Joint Council of Industry.211 Doth the 

eIJlployers and government could not reconcile their differences with _the onu's 

trade union" philosophy. After a11, they had defeated one big union and its 

:;ympathetic strike just montlis before. Indeed, the onu itself had great difficulty . 
explaining at what point a routine disagreement with employers would escnlate i11to n 

Q / 

sympathetic strike. Even sa, the onu could not force employers to recognizc il as 
, 

the worker's bargaining agent since any threat of strikes, let alone sympathetic 

strikes, was empty. Despite these weaknesses, the ,onu continued ta gain stcadily, 

so that, by January 1920, it claimed 9,000 members,' three-fourths of Winnipeg's 
( 

tr~de union movement.212 

Soon, the war within the trade union I1!0vement s~it the Dominion/~abour 

. Party caucus in the provinciallegislature. The princip le upon which the DLP's unit y 

rested was socialism, so the party's ultimate purpose was "the transformation of 
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capitalist prope~ into soeial property with production for use instead of profit .• 213 

The radical soeialist element within the DLP ana the OBU feared that the affiliation 

of international unions would undermine the party's socialist commitmen~. Indeed, 

the DBU expressed its determination to smash the Labour party, if it caved into 

craftunion demands, and therefore, did Wnot run true to the class struggle.,,214 But 

as far as the moderates were concerned, the DLP became more concemed with 
'y , 

"propaganda" than wbenefieial legislation. w215 The trade unions wanted a trade union 

party .• Consequently, the Parliamentary caucus split between the DLP, which 

4110wed any trade union to affiliate, and the ILP, which supported the industrial 
, '11 

unionists in the OBU.216 Although the party's ultimate purpose, socialism, un!fi~d 
, , 

the original DLP metnbers, they could not agree upon the sort of class movemerlt, \ 
\ 

based upon a politieal party/trade union movement alliance, necessary to achieve 
0< 

tbat purpose. 

When the Labour MLA's èontributed to the minority govemment's 

resignation in 1922 the Labour party and tradè unions split. The government fell 

just before supply measures were voted upon and favourable labour legislation could 

be proclaimed. The WfLC was furious. It criticized the Labour MLA's for basing 

their 'politieal judgment upon ideological differences at the expense of praetical 
, 

-----' lcgislati~ç gains. Thèrcfore, the WfLC held a nominating conventiqn to elect 

candidates who would support, in the next election~ legislative programs arranged by 

commiUees which were responsible to the trade unions. The trade unions wanted ta 

provide the eleetorate with a strictly trade union political alternative. In the election 

th~t followed, they 10,st. The ILP, however, maintained its Winnipeg s~ats .. The 

economic and politieal wings of the Labour movement became estranged. 

After the strike's collapse Labour' judged the constitutionality of the 

government's behaviour through the eIectoral prdcess. Labour stood squarely 
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behind the arrested strike leaders. From. this defense of democracy and civil, rights 

the Labour movement fashioned a temporary politieal unit y . Then it dissipatcd, , 

Sinee mass sympathetic strikes proved disastrous, Labour had to reformulate ils 

thinking and deeide »pat to do next. Its politieal and industrial unit y eollapsed as 

the different solutions surfaeed. 

x 

.e fragments of the strike, and the general themes whieh underseorc them,' 

spun webs of ~ignîfieanee within which Winnipeg strikers chose a course of action. 

The meaning of collective bargaining and a living wage during, the generaI strike 
> 

touched working class historica! traditions and the meaning of the Great War for 

workers. Sa the full force of working class aspirations for democracy and economic 

justice fell upon the strikers' demands for trade union righls. The process of 

choice, through which trade unions chose the institution and laclic, illduslriê:11 union 
(' 

, 
and genera! strike, to win collective bargaining righls, cxpressed, Ihe lotatity of Ihe , 

community's class movement. Indeed, their human action - ils Sllccess and failure ~ 

defined their consciousness of class and nature of their class movcmclll, albcit, in 

the end, divided. 

') 

The strike was not about employers recognizing this or that method of .. 
collective bargaining; it was about a -right for workers to choose their own colled1ve 

bargaining mechanisms and forms of trade unions. The issue, structurcd as such, 

conneeted collective bargaining and a living wage to working class aspirathms 
~, 

marked by historieal tradition and exprcsscd through working class dem()cr~lic 

processes. At one level, collcc:tive bargaining bccame a powerful source of unit y for 
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working people since it represented vague impulses for democracy and economic 

~ , 

justice. These impulses were more powerful th an the second level of c1ass unity 

within which specifie class institutions, trade unions and politieal parties, tried to fa 

a more determinate, universal meaning-to a çlass movement. 

The living wage meant quality of life. It was a social concept which related 

economic security to human happiness, both physical and spiritual. Queerly 
t", 

enough, it also defined the community's sllffering since it provided a standard 

against which actllal living conditions were measured. The living wage marked for 

Englishmcn and Ukrainialls alikc, sorne social rcsponsibility, sorne minimum claim 

to exist jn socict~ some claim 'upon- the political order whiçh datcs as far back as 

the Middic Ages. Since wages are a social thing, both Ukrainian and English 

Canadian immigrants, in their separated communities, shared similar standards of . -
"1 

life, similar .suffering. Workers remcmb_er, do not ncgotiate different wages with 

their employer; they rcceive the same wage, and so, share similar experiences trying 

to .balanèe life-budgets. Workers kllew they were deprived. The war brought great 

wealth which a prosperons Winnipeg middle and upper c1ass acquired, a wealth 

wotkers' cOllld sec. This dissatisfaction WiOl the division of wealth was expressed 

\Vith -symbols ~l working men cOllld recognize such as Iven's association betwecn 

Christ's sllffering, the profitccr's sinful greed and the innocent workerlsoldier's 
, 

sacrifice for democracy, through industri(l.l production and combat, during the war. 

. '-
The living wagc, and the question of fairness it provoked, formed a f)owerful, blunt 

sourcc of class unit y . 
.1 

Collective bargaining meant control over one's economic life.· This social 

practicc grew from within the tra"ditions of the craftsman, dating fro~ the Middle 

Ages, where skills were one's property and source of economic freedoni When 

industry alienated the craftsman from his property, in the 19th century, he combined .' ~. 
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to protect his labour. Here, an Englishman's rights strung labourers togethcr likc 

beads since men of equal status had an equal right to d~ermine collective dccisions. 

And tbis mirrored the democratic elements of the English Constitution. So politieal 
à 

traditions, and aspirations for' economic justice, beeame fused in- .this social 

praetice. .. 

How does this relate to Ukrainihn workers who do not have centuries old craCt 

and trade union traditions? Since peasant communities had co~siderable ex~rienee. 

with strikes against' the lord, they acquired social praetices of collective protest 

grounded in the fierce community solidarity of the Sich. Through radical politieal 

p~rties and social movernents, peasants aequired notions de1110cracy and CCOi'lOn)ie 
"" 

freedorn. Sorne radieal parties helped peasants organize trade 1lI1ions, and so, 

integrated thern into class n1overn~nts whose projet \Vas eeonomie and politien! 

emaneipation. At Winnipeg, therefore. Ukrainian \Vorkers could recognize the 

f 
' . . • )1-. 

undarnental purpose o~ collective !>argainmg: econornlc freedolll for the conull.ullIty 

of workers. 

, 
Upon these blunt fOllndations three class worldviews 'tried to fix an 

inereasingly precise meaning to one class movement. This w~s a' complex process 

since these class movements \Vere sa divided by political ideology and trade union 

practices. This meant that class solidarity had to be fashioned at two Icvcls. First, 

the fissiparous elements of the frade union movement, and socialbt 11lovemcnt, 

s~ght.lo unify their separate differ~nces. Second, both labour politicians and trade 
. 

union leaders strove to join both movements into one class movcmcnt for politieal 

., and economic freedom. Two Marxist parties and Christian socialists, togcther \Vith 

sympathetic trade union leaders, directed a general strikc for collectivc bargaining 

~ " 
purposes. AlI agreed collective bargaining was a right through which thc' workcr 

.~e his economic freedom': ,d this, in institutions of the worker', choicé . 
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If lIuccessful, the workers' control over jobs and trade union institutions ~o~ld suit 

the Marxists, Christian socialist and trade union movements' broader goals for 

politiea) action. Indeed, the entire movement woU1d change dramaticaUy. 

The radical alternaHve acquired ils power from trade union democracy. Each 
, . 

(rade union understood, debated, and chose this altetp)ltive. ~ndeed, the trade 
,\\ 

unions had access to the radical c1ass perspective through sorne relationship with 

radical part~es. Socialists and political activists were also trade union members and 

illdced trade union leaders. Through the city wide labour council, the trade union 
li 

leadership 'fas certainly acquainted witl} the broad. expectations of a successful 
, . 

strike. Jt was indecd the foeus of their discussion and voting. So the dialogical 

tradition, wilhin working c1ass movements, was consciously engaged since trade 

tlllionisis and socialists debated alternatives, judged their merits, and democralically 

chose nltcrnativcs which would shape their movement's future. 

Since so nt.any facels of the Labour movement joined, this llnl.fy provided a 

denr eithcr/or alternative to 1111 workers to support a cornmon cause. On1y the 
o 

conservntive clements within the international unions did not find space within this 
• 

unit y .• They fcarcd for the existence of their craft union institutions. This made the 

sÎtuntion appear 10 be a choice between radical and conservative alternatives; the 

Illodcrntcs seellled ttrawn 10 the flarpe Iike moths. Any successftù strike, however, 

llecd.llot have resllited in. a radical, llncompromising socialist movement in Canada. 
, 

Indced, if Ihey had succeeded, tlie trade union and socialist movements would havé 

projected n rcal, tangib!e alternative to Canadian workers. For this unity to 

continue, it wOllld have had to depend llpon those working class democratie 
, . 

traditions, und the politieal skills of labour leaders to compromise amongst 
\ 

themsclves, that w~h made the strike possible in the first place.. They would have 

an option to define1heir movement through their own class democratic traditions 

,f 

\ 

\ 
\ 
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and challenge the tnjIitional political parties' definition of Canadian poUties. 

y 

No~ the aspirations of Winnipeg strikers for collective bargnining and ft living 

V/age must be understood' within' the eontext of the Great War experienee and the 
/' n 1 > , . 
-development of socialism as a world force. What relates these two contexts? 

Democracy and economic justice. Throughout the war the Labour movcment . 
severely criticized the government for abusing democratic and civil rights. and 

conscripting men before wealth. Meanwhile, thè government argued ,the purposc of' 

thc war was to prote ct democratic societies from autocracy. Furthermore, claimcd 
\ 

the government, the wartime pressures created a parad?x in which unfortul1nte 

undemocratic decisions were necessary to protect democrncy. On cc thc \Vnr wns 

over, the ,strikers turned this wartime rhetorie against the govcrnmcnt. They . 
demanded their interpretation ot democracy. These claims for social change 

• li> 

acquired mo;e force since a workers revolution occurred in Russia, und the British 

labour party projected socialism Ihto their national agenda for politicnl change. So,_ 
.. Cl 

one consequence of the war, in very influential and powerful nations, was rcalistic 
~ 

working class alternatives for social change. Indeed, the Jcality of n delllocmcy 

suited to working class needs sef8lled to be 011 the Hp of history, just likc the 
~ . 

socialist prophecy fdretold. And by eomparison to world events, the c1aims of 

Winnipeg trade} unionists for free choicc of bargaining institutions, dcrivcd [rom , 

trade union democratic processes, seemed more than reasonable. 

The Ukrainians could relate to the tyurposes of the gcneral slrike, sentimenls 

of being persecuted du ring the war, and the messianic working class visiollS inspired 
> 

by larger world even~s. Even though east Europeans, in general, did Ilot lead the, 

trade union or socialist movements in Winnipeg, sorne were part of il. Through 

socialist parties, such as the SPC and SDP, and sometimès through the trade 

unions, ethnie communities were linked to the Anglo-Saxon Labour movemcnl. 
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The Great Vlar, for m~y Ukrainian immigrants, put into question their 

',expectations for a promised land of democraey and freedom in British North 

America. Their personaÎ experience told them Canadian demoeracy had a strong 

aut.ocratie spine similar to OId Country governments. The Russian revolution had a 

dra~atie impact upon the Ukrainian eommunity sinee a socialist moveJ11ent had 

toppl~d a~ autocratie government which had symbolized UkrainiaD. enslavement~ 
These sentiments fused Uk'rainian community solidarity behind the strike/s purposes 

since trade unionists and socialists associated their movement with broader causes. 

(' 
Once the Winnipeg workers demonstrate~ their choice, tIJe federaI 

govcrnment, in conjunction wjth the employers, Citizen's Committee of 1000, and 

the craet unions, erushed the strike. They imposed a choicë upon the Labour 

movemcnt. Labour did not have the right to impose general trade union principIes 

thrdugh general strikes upon the community. Why? Because they broke the 

Silnctity of privale contracts and challenged the government/~ -control of public 
. 

order, both of which were higher principles than trade union solidarity. So strikes 

• 'must concern narrowly defined trade union issues. Trade union certification and 

collective bargaining agreements must remain private COlltractuaI matters to be 

solved bclwcen employees and employers.\ So, illdeed, the trade union/s coming- . 

into-~xistence still dcpenocd upon whether or not the employer was b"eaten in a 
\ 

strike, rather than a _ dClllocratic process by" which empIoyees freely chose trade 

union~ to reprcsent their interests. This meant that brute power, not democracy, 
\1 ' 

dccidcd social confliet. But most of a1l, it was thought, the community's economic 

discord must not becomc f~lsed with social movements which might bring such a .­

confliet iuto the nation's politieal instituJons. The political aqd. industrial wings ,of 

the class Illovement were severed. 

, 
Soon aIter the strikers were heaten, Labour's unity cQllapsed. What did the 
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stOkers learnlJom their ~perience during the general strike? Any gcneral strike 
" - . 
whose purpose was any combination of social, ef.onomic or poli tic al' changes would 

fail disastrously. Since this strategy failed'Trade unionists 8tld soclnlist had to 

decide what to do ~ext. ( 

Labour became bitter divided. The OBU and international unions fOl1~ 

desperately for the city's trad union membership, and so, further divided the trade , 

union movement into industria and craft union factions. This tradc union division 
, 

unravelled the political allianCe~~etreen labour politieal parti~ wholll industrial 

and craCt unionisD,1 had specifi~'meaning for the potentiality of any unificd cluss 
01 

\ 
l ' , 

lllovement. Thel Labourites cea"Sed to trust the radieal's industrial union projet 
", 1 

which. eonti\ine-&, genetically, a poten~ial n{eans to directly challenge Cunadian 

social, -eeonom}c, and politieal institutions. Why? The consequence 'Was brokcn 

trade unions. Trade unions had two better alternat~ve-;'n tl~rir vicw: first, li1ey 

could pressure governm,ent to legislate favollrable laws, and satl, affiliale lu one 

sympathetic labouLparty with Illoderate views. Amongst radi::ti, thcir expcriencc . ~ 

only eonfirmed °their prejudice to~ard capitalism l.lI~d its inabilily 10 reconcile ils 

-
logic with democracy. So the radicals redoubled their efforts to eo-opt the trade 

union movement into a clast movemcnt whose pllrpose was SOllle transition 10 _ 

socialism. Despite these increasingly bitter divisions, the Labour movClllent still _ 

solidly supported the civil rights of their arrcsted strike leaders and reaffirmed the 

democratic impulses of their movement. This fundamental unit y was cÎlOugh ln 

sustain"~political unity until the provincial elcetion in mid-summer 1920. This was th(f 

same fundament~l s~llrce of unit y which marked their collective barg1.ining projet of 

the summer before. 

Though the strike failed it sharpened class consciousness. How? Let this 

extensive quotation below explain. The key therne is that education, both praclicaJ 

.. 
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and theoretical, mediated through ~uman,action~enerates consciousness of class. 
. ,~ , ." 

NWell the strike has been worthwhile" said a street car conductor, "if only for 
the chance it gave us, to hear lectures. 1 think 1 didn't miss a single day. It 
was worth the money we lost in wages." 

Only those who were in close touch with the strike realiz( the extent of 
ail th~ educational work which was carried on. Each organization had its 
meeting - often daily. :l'here were not enougb halls, Reports were presented, 
policies discussed, weak-kneed members instructed and strengthened - what 
a drill in co-operative democratic action. Frequently special lectures were 
brought in to explain the princip les of trades unionism and the leçtures were 
afterwards di!\hussed by'groups which met on every street corner. 

The uni:bn meetings were supple~e~ by public meetings held daily in 
parks all over the city: Th~ daily p~, apparently not grasping the 
signiCicance of the situation cou,ld only say there seemed a mania for 
meetings. These meetings while intended primarily to main tain the morale of 
strikers 500n became almost entirely educational in type. From the workmg 
class stand point it was an unparalleied opportunity for radical propaganda 
work. The workers had nothing to do but Hsten. There was a strange mass 
,psychology characteristic of the old time revivai meeting. Economic truths 
,'were drlven ~ome by illustrations drawn from ~e aetuai daily experienees of 
, the strikers. -

'fllcn in addition there was the daily St 'ke Bulletill - read from the 
beginning to end - every article in it. These ar . cles re-infoTced and put in 
convenient Corm for discussion and mJmory many of the teachmgs given from 
the platforms. • 

HThe strike has been worth ten yeaTS of ordinary working class 
education, "said one of our 'old leaders. 

Of course it has been expensive. Many have sacrificed much. Many are 
still without Il job. 11lere is a certain amount of "soreness". That is inevitable. 
But the worker has nlways had to pay for his education, and, generally he is 
game. 

TIlis six wèok course in economics and social theory has but served to 
whot the appetit~. A1ready. plans are being discussed lo'oking to the 
establishment of a PeopIe's Univêrsity. Why not1217 - \ 

. It is the action of class conflict, the practice of class protest, the formation of 

class institutions, that marked Winnipeg class consciousness. The fragments of the 

strikcrs' bchavlour lay ~nmeS'hed within the immediate context of the Great War, . ~ , . 

and deep historie al tradition, so that, they aIl created a complex fr~gmented whole. 

And here are the finely spun webs of significance, increasingly, and endlessly, , 

intricnte: a vote for the strike in one's trade union and a parade in the park; 

crusading vettrans and Labour's criticisms of w~time government; aspirations for 

democracy and economic justice; and working c1ass social movemènts expressed in 

trade unions and politicaJ parties; collective bargaining and a living wage. 

" '\\~ 
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One question traps all thè literature about the general strike. Was the strikc 

. . 
el/her a distorted industrial dispute, or really revolution? Even though Ihis qucstion 

dominates the literature, few authors actually cry rcvolution. Even cOlllmunist 

authors do not impute revolutionary intent to the strikers' motiscs. Indeed, the 

str~e either had significance for the dcveloP.1uent of the commùnist party, or 

marked the contradictions in capitalist structures.1 The Iiteraturc\vhich <loes argue 

revolution is discredited. It distorled faets and waxcd hystcrical. Takc CaslclJ-

Hopkins' account of the strike for examplc. O.B.U. extremists dclibcratcly 

attempted to seize the government of Winnipeg.2 During the June 21st rioling, the 
. 

RNWM policemen were "literally surrollnded" by "yelling, shooting, throwing .. liens" 

most of wh<>m were v.i.~9us 'Big' Allstrians.3 For the Striker's Defense COlllmittee, 

the strike concerned trade union principles: the right to bargain collectivcly in trade' 
-1 • , 

unions freely chosen by workers. Robson defined the middle grolilld. He 

discovered bot.h. radical and trade lllliOl\ purposes, but they were second order 

\ 
causes inasmuchas the'real cause was illd~èd economic. Conscqllclltly, the trade . 
union grievanees were a natural, logical extension of the cause. Its radical 

expression was not natural sinee it rclatcd to th_e wrongheaded views of militant 

socialists and immigrants with foreign un-Canadian cultures. This second order , , 
l 

causal strain, eombined with intense industrial conflict, distorted the trade unionists 
< 

norm_aIly cool attitude !oWard radièal movements. The Iiterature IollowsJhcse first 

few interpret~tions of the strike . 

• 
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Amongst Canadi.an historians, p.C. Masters ..... and David Bereuson wrote the 
, ... 

two a~thor.itative interpreta/ions of the g\neral &t~ike. Since both concluded the 

strike conc~rned trade union, not revolutionary ci'uses, die debate's focus shifted. 
" • 1.. 

Was the strike significant for either Canadian politics or Canadian jndustrial 

relations. Masters set the general strike within the political coptext of the Great 

_ Viar and Western Labour radicalism so as to explain the rise of western Canadiàn 

protest movcments which fused econom.ic grievaaces with politieal change.4 So the 
~ , 

. ~. strike is important for its politieal significance, especially the evolution of Canadian , 

socialism à la CCP. Bercus.on argues that Masters drew politiçal conclusions from 

Ccollomic causes which, implicifly, meant that Masters argued socialist i~as eaused 

the strike as much as, or more than, ecohomic forces. Illdeed, Masters never 

showcd how collective bargailling was politically signifieant. Bereuson simplifies this 

confusion by rclatillg cause to significanee so that the strike had significanee for 

trade uniollism and labour Ihanagement relations, more so than politieal attitudes of 

trade unionists. lndeed, "all of Canadian labour histdry must be .explored as an 

cxamplc of the ongoing struggle for economic ~ower.n5 So the strike's signifieance 

wa"s for either trade unions or politieaI parties and not for the way th: rwC; relate 

within li class movement. 

This literaturc narrows the strike to an either/or situation at two levels. It was 

chhQr li strike or a revo]ution; ils significanee was for either industrial relations or 
, ~ 

politics, socialist politieal parties or trade unions. Bereuson can explain the logic of 
J 

trade union grievances. Masters cau explain the political grievances of socialists. 

Ncither cau in~orporate the point of . w of the oth~rt nor expIabt why many 

differcnt socialist and trade union tra itions could convërge, nor account for the 

role of cast European support. If thes problems in the Ilterature ean be drawn 

together, then, perhaps, a clearer explanation for the massive. supporLlrom 

approximately 30,000 strikers, of varied skill and ethnie backgrounds, is possible. 

228 ... 

, 



o 

An argument of th~~ sort must elearly relate the politieal and eeonamie signifieanee 

of the strike. 

Sinee both Masters and Bereuson grouIid their analysis in causal argulllents, 

their interpretations of the strike are open ta methodological and philosophical 
r "\ ~ 

criticism. Both narrow the strike's_significance to ils cause. Without sOllle nClwork, 

a worldview, ordering the logic of social forces, causal explanations lack sense. 

Since Masters and Bercusan focus upon the cause, that whieh makes cxplanntion 

-
adequate, that underlying worldview in faet remains obscured, anœ so, IÎlnits thcir 

r, 
explanation for the strike. An interpretive explanation ntternpts to c1arify the 

totality of. the strikers' worl_dview from whieh causal argumen.ts may e fashioncd. 

question the meaning,of social phenomenon. supc,iority, of thi!! 

approaeh may be measured by our ability to answer queslioùs Mastcr~ and Dcrcuson -/ 

ean 110t. 

The general strike was a c1ass phenomenon. This mcaus that the strikc 

Q reflected a working-class-like tot<tlity of interdependent social, cconomic, und 

-1 politieal relationships, from which our interpretive mctbod took it' CliC. So this 

. , 

" thesis related a particular soèial phenomenon to its eontext of meaning from which 

both afquired sense. The strikers' behaviour was relatèèl to their working c1ass 
" 

historical traditions which imbued their thought proeesses, social pructices und 

institutions. So thë strikers eou~d recognize the significan~e of the slrike for (hem 

• 
and act upon their own understanding of the issues. 

'" 
Anglo-Saxon and east European workers both had class traditions. From thcir 

oÙ 

European experience, both Englishmen ~nd Ukrainians açquired nolions of 

democraey and civil rights which, when fused to dernands fûr economic justice, 

marked the characteristics of· their class movements. Through education" -and . , 
- - f 
practical action, in trade unions and politieal clubs, benefit associations and reading 
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circ1es, class social practices imbued the community's knowledge. Indeed, their 

social practices and institutions became increasingly determinate, fIxed into trade 

unions and political parties. These two institutions strove to unite economic and 

politieal forces into an emancipatory soei~,\movement for which freedom, from 

oppressive social relations, defIned their ultimate purpose. 

Now the class movements, in each ethnie community, related trade union and 

politieal purposes differently. For the English an, the trade union was the keystone 

of working class organization sinee it provide immediate and practieal benefits to 

workers. It preceded the organization of dist~nctly working, J ,~,itical parties by 

almost eighty yead. lndeed, the trade unioJs organized the Britis Labour party. 
1 , 

For the Ukrainians, the' socialist party fir~t provided for the practical n~eds of 

workers, preceded the organization of Ukrainian trade unions by almost forty years, 

a~t indee~,created the trade union movement in Galicia. _So each ethnie group 

wcighted me importance of trade unions and politieal parties differently, within the 

larger scope of the mo~emeJlt itse1f. :~:~ 
\ 

The c1ass solidarity during the strike had two distinct levels .. A humid mood for 

SOllle social ,:hange hung in the post-war air. The values for which Olany great 

nations fought for in Europe s!arkly contrasted with the oppressive measures the 

Cnnadian government ulied to still social eriticism and isolate certain immigrant 

grou-ps. Wh en the economy expanded enormously, to support the war effort\ t.he 

increasingly distorted distribution of wealth strained Canadian social relationships. 

This sense of being exploited, q!leerly justified by government as necessary for the 

existence of democrocy. bad also ,trained working fIas. faith in Canadian 

demoeracy. Since soeialist politieal parties and the trade union movement became 

increasingly unified into one pdlitieal force, work.ers had an altemati:ve to whi~h they 

coul~ turn, for which democracy was defined in cJass ways. 
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to bargain collectively, bis right to chose his OWIl 

reprçsentative institutions, ~iS rigbUo a livit;ge, struck to the core of working 

class movements. This sentiment for working c1ass rights made it possible for the 

mruttfold c1ass movements to unify behind one cause. Working clnss leaders SOlrht 

t~ unifY,_.~he politieal and trade union movements without success for many YCfus. 

The political parties fought about radical, r~bellious. or revolutionary pllrposes. 

The trade unions bitterly fought about both their role in poli tics 'and the mcrits ilf 

craft and industrial unionism. So class movements iù Canada were complcxly 

related, bitterly divided, and often plain incomprehensible. 

- Nineteen "ùineteen was different. Throllgh the trade union movemcnl/s own 

democratic procedures, radical leaders built a" consensus around tllc hlctie of the 
.. r 'Il 

general strike to win a vaguely defined right to bargain çollcctivcJy Ih,rough 
r'­. 

institutions of the worker's own choice. This was no mean fcat. Pirsl radical 

leaders had to agree amongst themselves, then convÎllce trade lIuionists 10 jôill jn 1111 

effort to impose this purpose upon employers. The radicals had much tn gain. If 

successful, this would ensllre the participation of politieal activists ln the trade union 

movement. 

Working class understandings of de1ll0craey drcw the two Icvels of clnss 

solidarity together. Sin ce both Englishmen and _ UkrainiaJls had class traditions, 

which flXed democratic a'Spirations in their commllnity knowledge, lhey could 

recognize the socialist's general critieisms of social relations 'and the logic of the 

strike's purpose. Collective bargaining provided an altcrnative most everyone could 
\ 

understand. Since the meaning of collective bargaining was imprecise; sinee the 

political oppOrtunities were clear; different people \Vith different views, concerning 

the logic of class movements, ~ould read into the strike's pllrpose theiro own 

eODcern. The strike was indeed a combined effort; it mobiJized the organizational 
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resourees of both trade unions and political parties. So the· strike was neither just . 
~ 

7 an industrial dispute, nor a revolution. It was something in between. It was Pan. of 

a proces! within which trade union and soeialist activists, by acting upon_a common 
'-Î purpo,e, ,trove for an in<reasingly unified sodaI movement. 

The strike failed. This failure altered the way trade unions and politicaJ parties 

related and, in the process, projected more precise models for Canadian c1ass 

movements. 

Trade union leaders were still willing to engage in politieal action, but with ~o 

caveats. They would not risk their institutions in any gambit for political change; 

their politieal support depended upon the realistic chances of a parliamentary 

socialist party to win power. 6 This proviso for poÙtical support was not new, just -

c1earer. The craft union l~aders returned to their custom!lry reticcnce toward 

socialist potities. The industrial union movement ~iffered significantly since militant 

'*' communists wcre- also indispensable trade union leaders. Even so the craft and 

industrlal union Illovements both would not support political demands with strikes. 
< ~ 

• Extrcmc radical alternaJives disappeared. When the general strike faited 

sYlldicalislll failcd, which meant that working class activists no longer support~d any 

one institution which embodicd both politieal and industrial purposes. The 

iconoclastie Marxist party, which rejected trade unionism for its laek ofldeological 

purit)', also disappearcd. So any future Canadian Marxist movement ~d to make 

pradical contributions to the trade nnion mov~ment. Indeed, the range of working 

" elass altcrnatives narrowed. 

The prc-1920 radical and revolutionary parties formed two working cÎass 

politieal alternatives, by the early thirties. Indeed, the differences of-opinion, whi~h 

divided the socialists, were the same: how socialism should win politieal power; 
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how political parties and ~he trade union movement should relate. The left wings of 

the SDP and the SPC, along with other tiny revolutionary parties, joined the 

Communist Party of Canada for whom' no compromise wiÏh Canadian politienl 
, 

institutions was possible.7 The communists aggressively org~nizcd their own trade 

unions, or, fou'ght to control existing ones, upon the assumption that those c1ass 
. 

institutions would train workers in revolutionary philosophy and lllcthods. The right , 

wings of the SDP and SPC, along with other. commun.ity groups, cvcntuully formed . . 
the CCF, for which parliamentary politics was the legitimate mcnus to àrbitrute the 

- , 
. transition toward socialislll.8 This labour party co)tcdfr~dc union affiliati0l1:. so~ thut 

. the party could tap trade union financial and organiz~llal rcsourccs for I),olitical, 
'" tI t' ' 

meaning parliamentary, purposes. Since the trade unions jealously gUH~dc1d their 

autonollly, the labour party was extremely carcfnl not t,o intcrfcrc in tJalic union 
, 

affarrs. Sa class politics became increasingly lInified as the fratricidal c1n'ss polîtic~ll 

alternatives narrowed to two. . -

Ethnicity influenced the choice between thesc two alternatives. The 

Ukrainiall Marxists brollght their weil organized COlllllUlIlity to the CPC, whcre, 

along with other Slavic social orgallizatiolls, fhey represented roughly nincty pcrcent 
Ir 

of iis membership.9 The ILP, and later the CCF, attracted most Anglo-Saxoll 

sociali~ts, bringing .together Marxists and Christian socialist leaders such as . 
. Pritchard, Russell, Queen and Farmer, Dixon, Woodsworth. Both ethnic groups 

fell back upon familiar c1ass traditions wh en confronted by choice. The Ukrainialls 

identified with their political party which centralized social and cultural scrvices.10 
't 

The English returned to solid trade unionism, something independent from, but 
f 

related to, a social èlemocratic politieal party. Though both ethnie groups could 

recognize c1ass social phenomena, each ~nterpreted it differently~ 

The general strike and c1ass traditions also marked civic, provincial and 

.' 
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national polities. Both eommunists and soeial demoerats participated extensively in 

Winnipegs eity eounpil, sehool boards, and so on, meaning that elass politieal 
1 1 

cleavages shaped ~uliciPal pOliti~S.l1 In cîvie polities many Ukrainian,eoinmunists 

contested eleetions, with Wasyl Kolisnyk becoming the first comnt'ùnist city 

eouncillor in 1926.1 In provin~ial polities, the CCP eventually disi!1herited the 

communist party so that the genealogy of Manitoba s@eialism passed through the , 

ILP, to the CCF, then, 50 far, eulminated in the NDP. As ethnie differenees faded 
, 

aCter three generations, the CCP-NQP aequired the politieal support of Canadians of 

__ cast European deseent, especially those in the North End, so that a broad based 

c1uss movcment plaeed the NDP in power in 1969. i3 Yet tradition lingers on. 
. 

Joseph Zuken, a communist party candidate for mayor in 1979, placed second, 

nlbeit distantly.14 'l'he prese~ce of a s~c~a1ist alternative in national potitics ~nsur", 

the drift toward libcral democracy.15 Indeed, pressured from the Jeft, the L9'tral 

party implemcnted social welfare policies, legislated trade union rights, a~reated 
cconomic instrumcnts to regulate a mixed ec~nomy. This class politieal alternative 

also marked a Canadian ethieal worldview for which certain policies, such as 

socialized health, access to university education, and trade union activity, are simply 

rightful. So indecd, individual rights do not trump the community's responsibility to 

provide ba'sic Standards of Life. 

Through interpretive analysis, • our empirical inquiry has theor'etical import for 

Cnlla~inll social illquiry. Indeed, this must be 50 if theory mid praetice relate within 

interpretation, our hermeneutic eircle. Sinee' Canadian historieal experience and 

-0;' Canadian hist<>:€iography must be intimately related, sorne remarks leading toward a 
-' 

uniqucly Canadinn historiography are warranted. We rejected Marxist social 

hlstoriography, remember, for its inadequate understanding of culture. It conceived 

of culture as a causal force juxtaposed againsf another force, "not-culture·, usually 
.. 

economic or sorne sodal structure. An nnthropologieal notion of culture, following 

1 
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Clifford Geertz, became our alternative. Another Americatî, Louis Hartz, used 

culture to explain social phenomenon, and so doing, created a distinct North 

American historiography. Sinee this historiography and interpretive social science 

both concern cul_ture, both cari enrich Canadian social inquiry. 

Hartz's fragment ~hesis grounded ~merican soci~l explanation in immigration. 

European colonists brought certain visions of the weil ordercd COmllll111ity, certain / 
. 

assumptions abo~t hum an nature, from which they drew principlcs to crente their 

own new society. This founding projet, however, was but a ~ragnlent of the fuller 

" 
European historical process. So founding prU1CÎples in the new world were indccd 

only part of politicaI debate in the old, sorne expression of social change, driven by 
o 

internaI European social forces. As such, Hartz's cxplanatioll is tcleologieal. The 

logic of the American colonists' Iiberal politieal philosophy was a sort of genetie 

code which shaped American social practices and institutions. There is powerful 

simplicity here since Hartz ess6ntially arglles immigrants came wilh a plan, a 

romantic vision of the good life, and vast virgin geography upon which to build.16 

Hartz's interpretation of the American Liberal tradition inspir~d a mcthod of 

historieal inquiry to explain the founding of new soeieties. The point of depafture 

and point of social congealment, together, in the colony, scalcd the jdeologiç~~l fate 

o! new nations. The interior ~nfolding of the European fragment permanently fixed 

politieal alternatives. liA part detaches itself fl'om the whole, the whole fails to 

renew itself and the part develops without inhibition.nl7 It is always somcthing ICliS 

1 

than Europe, yet in a sense more sinee it is also the vesse! of Europ~an dreams: 

This fragment p'rocess' makes verification possible sinee American historieal 

dev.elopment may be compared to the' fuller European historical proccss:18 Il is tr~e 
, 

that Hartz claims Ameriean experience can check ~uropean experience, but this 

daim is surely ihin. Since Americans lacked fe~dal s,cial relations, Eùropeans may 

235 ... 



( 

( 

\ 

\ 

c 

, . 

r. 

compare their historical experience to the American, to better und stand historical 

change.1.9 In the balance of this exchange, ~~ough, American bis oriography c1early 

has much more to gain. Hartz d,oes have a more convincing means to verity hi.s -.. 
~~ ... 

arguments: his explan~tion sifts through history for new ca ories ";hich explain 

social phenomena other historians can not.20 From his historiograph;\Hartz also 

... 

,'--, \ 1-

implicitly prcdicts social trends, namely, the inability of Ameriean politifians to 
,1: 

check their irrational fear of communism. This is indeed a dangerous pathology . , 

sinee 'the United Shltes is a modern 'superp0\yeJ4 amongst nations. 

f" 
The Hartzian voice is relevant to the dialogue about Canadian .:working class 

~. 

historiography sinee it speaks of tradition and socialism. Indeed, Hartz tried to 

explnin the weakness of socialism in North America, despite the outstanding success 
\-

of American capitalism as a way of lite, son~thing which dramatically contradieted 

'Mnrxian politieal ecollomy. ('anadian students of Hartz followed suit. Canada, 

hO\v~ver, was diffcrent since socialism persistently contiuued to exist. For Gad 

Horowitz21 and Norman Penner22 the Canadian socialist idea had two firm 

fragment roots, both of which restore a more complete' expression of European 
, 

historieal forces, in the Canadian context. Canada has a Tory tradition, so some 

organlc conception of the p~lity, hierarchically ordered, survived: This traditi~n, ~ 
combined witb those of English working clas~ants, circa 1900, engraincd a ç 
permanent ~ocialist strain in Canadiàll pOlitieal culture. So class poütîcs flourished. 

Hartz is methodologi~al1y flawed. This flaw differs from those described in 

the; culture debate, descriqed in the first chapter. since culture for Hartz is not one 
, 

variable arnongst many others, complexly related to sorne explanatory system. 

Indeed, Hartz ~oes not appeat to an explanation ?utside the historie al process, as 

the social sciences rnight, for whom ahistorical models slot and slab facts. Hartz 

interprets Arnerican history frorn within, appealing to European experience for a 
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more complete understanding of the American Liberal tradition. 'So for Hartz, 

political tradition becomes a totalizing 'Concept that englobes the entire 'historicnl 

process. , .. 

The 'Idea', for Hartz, drives history. Since the causal force is assumed, HllTtz 
l ' 

need ooly unfold tlÏe logic of Lockean liberalism, with broad brush strokes, ta 

défine the range of American political alternatives. Through sleight QI hij,lld, 

however, Hartz avoids explanations for social change sinee he claims ta intcrpret 

American political thought. Some ten years ~fter his Liberal Traditio" ;11 America, 

Hartz's intèrpretation became a model which now explnined the potiticnT 

develop~ent of other European colonial societies.23 Sa now, if others would he 

able to follow Hartz, the evôlution of societies had to be clarified. Explnn~ti()n of 
c , 

social change, therefore, could not be avoided. But Hartz had creatcd a closcd 

meèhanlcal-Îike system, with a series of imperatives such as thc point of departurc~ 

congealment and ~ forth, which defined the impossibilities. of ~ertain politienl 

alternatives. Without sorne notion of politieal change Hartzian histodogmphy 1 cft 

only broad,. descriptive, unchangeable gellcralizations about North Amcrielln . , 

society. These generalizatio"us arc" indeed the oak trees of that famons pnrable 

which stood uncompromisingly in the face of a fierce wind, a ficrcc cultural world 

wlnd. 

In- Hartz's weakness there is also strength. Hartz wantefl to explain the 

fr~akish McCarthy hystéria through historical eX~Ofsis. Here sociJAcience p~ovides 
) little explanatory force since a McCarthyite ~ude would be only an objective 

'\ observable attitude explaining an observable evént, namely, the persecutjon of 

socialists. Since Hartz simply ignored vexing questions about causal historical 
, 

forces, he freely focused upon North American nation building' for which 
\ 

immigration and tradition were crucial. Since there was a particular conlemporary 

237 ... 

.. 

'1 

", 



( 

( 

1 

c 
,. 

'CJ 

1rp,,,e, .he broad generallZation. abou! 'be liberal oradition in ~;';ca .~1Ûred 
powerful explanatory force, a reason f" ah irrationhl fea~ of s-ocialism . .-So Hartz's 

wor' is i~deed a eue to good social ex~lanation, bût not exaetly i~ w:y Hartz 

an/his students ma~ked down in the Founding of New Societies. For armer grained 

understanding of North American social phenomena, study immigration, tradition .... 

and a situation for whieh they are relevant. ~ (' 

Through in.erpretive .ocial science, H;"'.z's ';,e .of or:di.ion can' ";Q1Ûr '. 

powerfu) explanatory force.' Interpreta'iori, re,member, both constitutes man's pre-

conscious ~ocjal world, and is, jtself, an activity by which man clarifies the OI~ 
i , 

signifi'Gance of, phenomeni,'lfor himself. Causal explanation need not impair 

interpretive social science sinee it, too, is ùltimately embedded in sorne tradition. 

Sineo man is always in a situation where he must act, tr~dition is always engaged in 

sbmc social,phenorncllon. This is arso a self-formative process, so it is indeed a 

proccss of social change. 

! -Sincc Canada is an immigrant country, immigrant !raditions, immigrant social . 
practices, and immigrant institutions Conn a starting point. Though points of 

depnrture and congeatment fasten the fragment thesis into deterministif shards of 

social analysis, if reduced to the stàtus of rules of thumb, they piovide useful guides. 
. !' 

to relate inftnigrant traditions wi!h ~lternatives for social developmeJt. Like an-
~ 

oniol) skin, several ~ered immigrant, tradit~ons define the context -of Canadian 

politics, so a uniqu~ly Canadian social inquiry must p~a1 tmëk these Jnterpretations 

built upon interpretations, buifi upon interpretations. And so on. 

~ 
S'o, then, how does one interpret? The 19~ic of the explanation is p~oper to 

" • 1 

th~it\latio~ and traditions throllgh which the phenom~non acquirè-s ,significance. 

Since any. tradition is seldom logically consistent, it cpntains dif!erent, often 

contradictory, impulses so that all of one tradition is not necessarily relevan{ to each . . 
, ~ -. . -
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situatio}l. So how does one find Il r~fèrence point? 

~ 

Existing interpretntions provide 
1 

guide-P?sts. 'Some interpretations, are those ~CiPants, others arc found ln 

lite rature ; reconstructing events, still othts remain embedd~d withln t~e 
preunder~tood elements of tradition WhiJ unconsciollsly shâpe our assumptio11s 

about human action. Ultimately., however, there is no exact method, so the 

~ 

" interpreter must trust his own judgment, a zig-zi!g through the brain, to grasp the 
~ 1,1 ~ 

~ meaning of particular phenomenon. This is why social Ïllquiry is an art. 
~ , 

Burie,~ in the literature upon the general strike lay observations which, indecd, 

project an alternative explanation. Masters, remember, did not relate the 

signifitànce of \specific strike issuès to the larger p,!litical context of western 
" . 

>'=" Canadian prote st movements. The strike, he conc111ded, was lin "effort to sccure 

the principle of collective bargaining. "24 Barlier, however, he also noted that hy two ., 

weeks into the strike "no one .knew precisely rhat was meaut by collective 

bargaining.,,25 Draw these two remarks together under Bercllson's assertion lhat the 

strike leaders transform~d 'the trade union issues into questions of principlc.26 So 

trade \UlÎOnist~. c1aim~ ~ r;gt This may, be relateu to the politic~ grievances à 
tge socialists wh? fought for civil and politieal liberties, one of which was~ 

j 

freedom to define one's own working class institutions dcmocr-otically. This lndccd 
• 1 

tapped large,r Anglo-S~on working class Rights traditions. So here, perhaps, is our 
• b , 

o 1 first inkling of the strikc's significance for both politics and industrial relations. 

.. 

The reason class and
4 

ethnicity could converge within a process Sr class 

formation is that each ethnic group could reçognize the significance of the strikc. 

Englishmen and Ukrainians both had class social practiëes and institutions. Both 

h~d c1ass "'movements: Since class movements relate~POlitical' and c:onomic 

âspirations into . one interrelated alternative for social change, the general strike's 

issues had political and economic significance. So the 'English a~cent upon trade 
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unions, and the Ukrainian penchant for socialist politieal parties, could converge. 

, Now the"specifie issues, collective bargaining and a living wage, relate to English 

and Ukrainian workillg class traditions whieh fused demoeratie traditions. with 

aspiratiQJls for political and ecqnoMic emané~pation. These traditions indeed 
Il 

shaped their communities' knowledge and eommunities' solidarity. The Great War 

put into question the nature of Canadian democJacy and the fairness of the 

distribution of economie wealth. Social relations beeame stI1iined, and \?' 
projeeted 10 the fore-consciousness of Canadian society radical alternatives. An 

otherwise routine indus trial relations conflict, then, developed into an opportunity 

lo unify the Caoadian left ioto a meaningful politieal alternative. The conflietiyg 

strains,betwcen diffcrent working class social practices and institutions, trade unions 
o 

\. and politieal parties, f~stcned together ~ented unity so that thirty to thirty-five ) 
l 'r \ \ 

Ihollsllnd workcrs could find common cause. 

This argulllcnt's validity Jay in its ahihty' to ilnswer; questions the literature can 

ilOt. First, th~ argument pushed beyond jnterpretatiol1s whieh query wheth'tr or Ilot 

the gencral strilte was a r~"ollltion or an industrial conflict, significallt for politics or-

indllstrial relations. ft we understand the strike within the context of class 

1l10vcmcnts then tbe stri~e is neitI1er revolùti~~ nor strike. ~t is irideed .part of a 

proeess through which a social movement fix4 social proctices and institutions with 

both politienl and cconomic significance. Secqnd, this argument exp)ained why east 
, . . 

European in~l1ligraRts supported the strilte and wlty radical socialist leaders provifd 

,- a scriolls alternative to Winnipeg wo ' This argument gathered its explanatory 

-
force by rclating Wi\lIlipeg's class s idarity to wotking class traditions. Since these 

class traditions combilled democratic political traditions and âspirations for (J 

, 
~collomic justice, our interpretation further related the strikers' solidarity and the 

strike's issues to the Great War and Canadian ,politics. Since our method stressed 

the practical activity of social philosophy, our empirical analysis had theoretical 

Q 
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import for Canadian social inquiry. Consequently, we suggested an enrichmcnt of n 

uniquely North American historiography for which immigration and tradition are 

fundamental working cOl1cepts. Furthermore, this study has don~ its best to remain 

within the traditions studied so as to make these traditions increasingly dellr !rom 
t 

within. 

4 

) 
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Appendix 

May 1. After three months of negotiations with the Winnipeg' Bui~ders' 
EXchange, aIl the unions grouped together under the Building Trades 
Couneil go on strike. 

May 2. A strike is called" by the Metal Trades Couneil of workers at three 
of the main metal-eontraeting shops. / 

1 , / 

May 6 .... Building Trades Council and Metal Trades Couneil inform ;VVinnipeg 
Trades and Labour Couneil of refusai of the employers ta bargain 
with them. TLC unanimously deéides ta poIl ail affiliated unions on 
a gcneral sympathetic strike. 

May 13.' Report of strike vote: 8,667 for. 645 against. A general Strike 
Committee of 300 is set up, made up of 3 delegates from each union. 
An exeeutive Central Strike Committee of 15 is ta be e!ected later. 

( 

May 15. - General strike' commences at 11 a.m. Within two hours the whole 
productive life of the city grinds ta a hait as thousands of 
unorganized workers join the union members in ~alking off their 
jobs. ' 
- A mass meeting of the three main organizations of returned 

sokliers declares full support ta the strike. _ 

May 16. Winnipeg Citizens' C0I11mittee o~ 1,000 is annOl~d. Its aim is 
to fight the slrike. 

May 17. Th~ St.rike Cômmittee asks for a, meeting with city council ta 
discuss maintenance of essential serv.ices.- ~t this meeting offieers 
of dairies suggest"that the. Strike Committee issue work authorizati~ 
cards to permit n~iJk delivecies and sorne other services to continue. 

- " 
May 22. Ho'n. Arthur Meighen, acting -minister of Justice, and Senator 
, Gideon Robertson, minister' of Labour, atrive by train in Winnipeg, 

accompanied by several pro minent members of thè Citizen s' 
Committee.»'ho joined them in Fort William. They engage in a busy 
round of discussions but ignore the Strike Committee. . . 

May 25. - ,Senator Robertson is&ues an ultimatum to the postal employees, 
giving them until 10 a.m. the following day to return to work and 
sigh an undertaking to sever aIl connections with the Winnipeg 
Trades and Labour Couneil, on paiif of dismissal. ' . 
, - ProvinciiÙ and civic governments issue similar ultimatums, the 
provincial arder b<?ing dir.ected mainly 'Ut teleph~>ne girls because the 

,telephone system is provincially owned;'" and_ tbey ~e therefore 
employees of the government. 

_ ~ Mass meeting of,5,000 strikers in Victoria' Park rejects aIl 
ultimatums. 

. 
May 30. City police are given twenty-four hours to sign a contract that 

~ , 
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June 

June 

June 

June 

prohibits membership in any union whatever. The police refuse, at 
t~!? -!ame time pledgi~! to tphold law and order. 

1. T~n thousand retumed soldiers march to provincial legislative 
building to express their solidar,ity with the strike, demand provincial 
legislation to enforce collective bargaining and cali upon the premier 
to withdraw his ultimatum to the telephone girls. After meeting the 
premier, they march to city hall and present similar demands. 

-
3. Winnipeg daily papers begin carryinw ads 'sponsored by the 
Citizens' Committee calling for the deportation .of "aliens" who 
support the strike. 

6. Govemment in Ottawa introduces amendments to Immigration 
Act permitting deportation without trial of a.!lyone not born in 
Canada who is accused of sedition. 

8. J .S. Woodsworth returns to Winnipeg after a nmnber of years as 
a lon~shoreman in Vancouver, and addresses a meeting of 10,000 
under', auspices of the Labour Church. 

\ 

June 9. Entire police force is dismissed for refusing to sign the 
undertaking demanded of them, and Citizens' Committ!!c begins 
recruitment of "specials." 

June 16. Metal~trades employers publish. what they consider to he u 
compromise proposaI to seUle the strike. That very evcnillg, 
however, ànd into the carly hours of the next day, the RNWMP 
carries out a series of raids on labour halls and on homes of strike 
leaders, arresting ten people and transporting thcm to the Stony 
Mountain penitentiary twenty miles nÇ>rth of Winnipcg. 

June 18. Announcement ~ade that 'the arrested -letlders wOllid b~ held for 
deportatiol} proceedings in line :.vith the new Immigration Act and 
that bail would therefore be rcfllsed. "-

June 21. - As a re~ult of a storm of protest from aIl over the c.ountry, bail 
is granted six of the ten prisoners. 
- Silent paJ:ade called to protest the arrest of the strike leuders is 

attacked by special police and RNWMP lIsing baseball bats and 
small-arms fire. One man is killcd and thirty others injured. 

June 23. Woodsworth arrested for taking over às editor of the Western 
Labour News, the strikers' voice, since its reglliar editor, W. Ivens, 
was arrestèd among the first ten. 

Jùne 25. - Fred J. Dixon, Labour member of the provincial legislature, 
takes over as edit or and he, too, is arresled. 
• The Strike Cornmittee announces that the strike is to be 

terminated and caUs upon labour to gel ready for the next roun4 of 
the struggIe - in the poli tic al arena - to send a large group of labour 
repr~sentatives to allieveis of governrilent. 

June 26. The Winnipeg GeneraloSympathetic Strike is over at 11 a.m. 
r' , . 
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Source: Norman Penner, Winnipeg, 1919. (Toronto: James Lewis 
and Samuel, 1973), pp. xxv-xxvii. 

/ 
( 

,. 

.. 

------_.-

---
256 ... 

( 

1 


