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: Sufi Oroer and Resistance Movement: The Sanüsiyya

ofLibya, 1911-1932
: Institute of Islamic Studies, McGill University
: Mastet: ofArts

This thesis is a study of the Sanüsiyya arder, in which particular

emphasis is placed on its tole as a resistance movement. Based on a survey of

the social, economie, religious and political aetivities of this su6 brothed100d

and its involvemeot in the tribal system of the North Africa duting the &st

thtee decades of this ceotury, an attempt will be made to identify on the one

• band the &etors that contributed to the sttength of its resistance to ltalian

invasion, and 00 the other, the elements that 100 to its failure. It is argued that

its initial success in· the resistance henefited from the network of the .zaiz!yas

where ikhtPall from different tribes were integrated socially and economically in

aecordance with strong Islamic values. However, Jack of militaty training and

weapons, dependency on a prominent figure, competing ambitions witbin the

SanUSi family and geographical distance ultimately weakened the resistance.
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Résumé

: Awalia Rahma
Ordre suD et mouvement de résistance: La Sanüsiyya
de Libye de 1911 à 1932

Département: Institut des Études Islamiques, Univemté McGill
Diplôme : Maîtrise ès Arts

Ce mémoire porte SU1: l'étude de l'ordre Sanüsiyya, avec une attention

particulière ~ son mouvement de résistance. En se fondant sur les activités

sociales, économiques, religieuses et politiques de la &atemité sune, ainsi que

son implication au sein du système tribal pendant la pénétration occidentale en

Afrique du Nord durant les trois premières décennies, la recherche tentera

• d'identifier d'une part, les facteurs ayant contnèué à la fon:e de sa résistance à

l'invasion italienne, et, d'autre part, les éléments qui Otlt causé sa chute. TI a été

débattu que le succès initial de la Sanüsiyya dans la résistance a pu tirer parti du

réseau des zmyas où les ilUJlIIQ" des différentes tribus furent intégrés

socialement et économiquement et ce, avec des valeurs islamiques solides.

Toutefois, le peu d'entraînement militaire et d'aanement, la dépendance à

l'égard des leaders, les diffétentes personnalités au sein de la famine SanüSi et

les distances géographiques ont affiuèli la résistance.
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TRANSLITERATION

The system of transliteration ofArabie words and names applied in tbis

thesis is that used by the Institute of Islamie Studies, McGill Uoiversity.

The table of transliteration is as follows:

b =y z =j f =cJ

t =ù s =fJ' q =J

th =~ sh =..; k =.!I

=~ ~ =~ 1 =J

• 4 =c 4- =~ m =r
kh t t =~ n =cj

d =,)
~ =.Ji. h =A

db =.) ~ =t w =.J

r =..; gh =t y - '-r!

Short: a = ~ i = ,. u = ~

•

Long: a= l i = ~; ü - -'

Diphthong : ay =~, ; aw = .J'
ta' 11larbM:f4 ( ~) : a; in i(lqftz: at
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INTRODucrION

The Saniïsiyya movement CODsbtutes an intetesting phenomenon in

Islamic histoty, and patticulady in tbat of North African sufism. This sufi

brothed100d was oamed after its founder, MulJammad ibn c.AIi al-SanüSi al-

Khana,oi al-~asani al-Idrisi al-Mahijiri (1787-1859 AD), who wu also known

as the Grand SanUSi, a prominent Su6-schoIat in nineteenth century North

Africa. This tariqa evolved from a religious to a political movement when it

began ta play a substantial part in the resistance against the French in the

Sabara, against the British and lta1ians in Cyreoaïca and in the emergence of the

Kingdom of Ltbya. The latter was tUled at fitst by Sanüü's gmndson, Sayyid

Mu1}ammad Idiis, who ascended the throne in 1951, oo1y ta lose it in a militaty

coup d7état led by Mu'~ aI-Qaddin in September 1969.

Many scholats have discussed the Sanüsiyya and their corresponding

political movement. Most have noted the mIe of the Sanüsiyya in resisting

colooialism in their homeland. Barbar for instance, points out that the Libyan

resistance during the yeatS 1911-1920 depended heavily on Sanüsiyya forces,

predomioantly in Barqa. 1

1 Agbil Mohamed Barbat7 The TambMltu (U~) Resistana ID thI l1tÛia111111J4fÏo1I:
1911-1920 (phD. Dissetta.ti~The UniversityofW"JSCODSin-Madison, 1980), p. 10.
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Ahmida discusses the social, cultutal and historical background of

modem Libya &am the eady nineteenth century to the end of the armed

anticolonial resisClnce.2 He beJieves that Sufi Islam, tribal militaty otgeUÙZation

and oml traditions were crocial in the figbt against colonialism. The political

and cultutal Iegacy of the cesistance bas also been powerful, strengthening

Libyan nationaJism. and leading to the revival of a strong attachment to Islam

and the clan. The memOty of this period bas Qot yet faded, and appreciation of

this background is essential to undet'Standing present-day Libya.

The great British anthropologist, Evans-Pritchard, on the other band,

intetprets the Sanûsiyya's political development against their historica1

• background in Th, StJ1IlIsi of CymJaiçll.3 Yet here the emphasis is more on the

politico-histotical perspective of the brothethood rather tban its socio-cultutal

development, ttacing the histOty of the Sanüsiyya &om its origins to the period

of Italian colonization. The present thesis is however as indebted to this book as

ace so many other writings that focus on Libya.

A particulac character is attributed to the Saniisiyya by Nicola Ziadeh who

sees the brotherhood's role as tbat of a revivalist movement. As revivalist

•
2 Ali Abdullatif .Ahmida. The MalUlIg ofModem Li~ Sl4tl PonJltllio", ÛJlollif(fllÏfJ1I

atIIi Ruistalltt, 1830-1932 (Albany, New Yotk: SUNY, 1994).

3 E.E. Evans Pritchard, The StlIIIISi ufÇymttzka (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1954).
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movement, the Sanüsiyya was conservative to the extent it did not recognize the

development ccthe wood had known sinee the advent ofIsIam." 4

Research till now has eovered various aspects of the order, such as

religiosity, ethnie, economic, and social issues, and politics. However, only few

scholats have tried to see the interconnection betweeo the doctrines and the

political movemeot of the taritJa. One scholar who has, Knut S. Vtkor,

coneluded that the political movement was not the centtal aspect of the

Sanüsiyya arder.5 It wu a practical, latec development of this brotherhood.

Thus the histoty of the Sanüsiyya is also the histoty' of a Sufi brothedlood

which welded the ethnie identity of the Sahara.o bedouin and neighboring

• peoples iota an entity that some might caIl a pcoto-nationalist movement.6

The movement bas aIso become my focus by reason of its distinctive

charaeteristics: it is set apart from other Sunnï /Ilfiqas in mixing /tI!l11P1PII.fwith

Wahhibi doctrines, a unique blend that consisted in maintaining Sufi values

and caUing for a retum to the fondamental Islamic sources, the Q~an and

Sunna. 1 propose in this thesis to investigate why the Sanüsiyya became

" Nicola A Ziadeh, SalltÏiiyah: A Stllt!1 ofA RetitJtzJi.rtMOVIIII'IIt in Islam (Leiden: E.}.
Brill, 1983), p. 3.

••
5 Knut S. Vikor, «cAl-Sanusi and Qadhati-Continuity of Thougbt?" The Magbnb

RniG' 12 (1987), 1-2, 25. See also bis SIIji tI1Id SdJolar (JII the Dtsttt Edge: MM/Jumtad b. 'Ali
à/-SaOslad bis BnJtherhood (London: Horst & Co., 1995).

6 VJkor, SI{/i t»Id Sçholar, p. 1
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involved in resisting colonialism, and what &etotS tended to strengthen and to

weaken the resistaoce. 1 propose to investigate the nature of the jihiiJ (holy

wu)7 wbich was such a major feature of the resistance and to compare this ta

similar nineteenth-centuty Aman movements which may have influenced the

Sanüsiyya: the Tijiriï Tokolor, al-ffajj 'Umar in west Sudan; the sam.tnirii

MuQammad ~d; the SaJihï-Idft8i, Mw,ammad ibn 'Abd AIlih fJasan in

7 According to Petets, modem theories ofjihad falls into two categories; "those
connected with the propagation of Islam and those connected with the idea ofdefense."
The tirst type include: 1) "strengtbenïng moootheism and destroying polytheism and
faIse gods. This based on the nearly identical venes K 2: 193 and K 8:39 (FJght them
until theœ is no pemecution and the œIigioo is God's [entirelYD. 2) proteeting the Islamic
mission against those who stand in its way. This way also is aIso called proteeting
&eedom of œligion. This &eedom of religion .is ta be reaIized by removing an obstacles
that black free missiotlatf aetivities. An men must he Cree to heu the caIl of Islam and to
embmce Islam without any hiodn.o.œ, oppression or peneœtion on the part of the
authorities or on the part of their fellow-men. This cause is aIso scripturally founded on
K 2: 193 and K 8: 39 r...until there.is 00 persecution... j.

As for the causes connected with the idea of defence, these are:1) repeIIing
aggtession on MusJim lives and property in case ofan aetual or expected attack by enemy
fOl'œS, founded on [2: 19]: "and fight in the·way of Gad with those who fight you, but
aggress oot"; 2) preventing oppression and persecution of Muslim outside the teaitoty
of Islam. This is closely linked with the idea of protecting freedom of religion. It is
based upon [4: 75]: "Flow is it with yo~ tbat you do Dot fight in the way ofGad, and for
the men, wom~ and the children who, being abased, say, 'Our Lord, britlg us forth
from tbis city whose people are evildoers, and appoint ta us a proteetor fmm Thee, and
appoint to us from Thee a helpet'"; 3) retaliating against a bœach of pledge by the
enemy. This is supporte<! by [9: 12]: ''But if they break their oaths after their covenant
and thmst at your œIigi~ then fight the leaders of unbeIief; they bave 00 sacred oaths;
baply they will. give ovet'." See, Rudolph Peters, Jihœl j" CltnriCIII lIIIIl Motiml IslmIt
(princeton: Markus Wiener Publish~ 1996), pp. 120-121.
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Soma1ia; the Fi4ili-Bakki'i-Qidtti, Mi' al-cAinain and bis son AlJmad al-Hiba

in Morocco; the Mahdi in Sudan8
; and the QidUï CAbd al-Qadir al-Jaza'it1 in

Algeriain the period 1839-184~.

To answer the question, 1 intend to employ a historical aPtnoach,

addressing the problem descriptively and analytially. This method will involve,

respectively, colleeting, criticizing and interpreting the data and finaIly, narratïng

the results in the foan ofa complete stmy.

The thesis itself will commence with an introduction to the sources and

œsearch methods used, and then move on to the fitst chapter which will

provide an account of the political setting in Lihya during the first three

• decades of the 2011I centuty. The second chapter will ïnvestigate the institution

of the .tarlqa and its doctrines, while the third will trace the forces working on

behalf of resistance. FinaD.y, in the conclusion, 1 will draw together the threads

ofmy argument and synthesize the results.

•
'J. Spencer Ttimingham , The SIIjï Omm ;11 Isltmt (Oxfam: Oxford University

p~, t973),pp.2~24t.

9 Raphael Daoziger, 'Abd a/-Q.uJir aIId the AJgriuu : Resistaflf% to the Fn1l&h a1JIi
Il1tmJafÛJIISf)IidtJtit»I (New York, London: Holmes and Meier PubJishers, t 977).
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Cbapterl

THE POLITICALAND ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF UBYA

IN THE BARLY'IWENTIBTH CENTURY

A. People and Land

It is difficult ta 6nd exact data on the population of Libya in the Iate

Ottoman period, sinee a large part of the population eonsisted of nomads

(btl1PàtJi) and semi-nomads (1mIba) and because people hid the troe number of

fami1y membets &om census takea in otder to avoid paying a larger tax bill

This beiog said, schoWs have estimated the population ofTripolitania for this

period at between 800,000 and 2 million and that of Cyrenaica at between

• 190,000 and 500,000.
1

The population ofLibya in the early twentieth century was a mixture of

Atabs, Berbers, Tuaregs, Dawada, Tebu and foreign minorities sucb as Jews,

ltaIians, British, French, Spanish, Duteh, Greeks, Swiss, Austrians and

Gennan s.2 lms population was spread tluoughout three areas: Tripolitania,

Fezzan and Cyrenaica. Berbers and Jews were predominandy settled in the

coastal Mediteaanean city of Tripolitaoia, along with other foreign minorities.

•
1 E.E. Evans-Pritehaai, The SatIIISi ofÇymIaiça (Oxfotd: Clarendon Press, 1954),

p. 39 and Rachel Simon, UI!Ya bdlPtell Otlo1lllJlIÜ1II fIIId NatiolllÛislll (Berlin: Klaus Schwatz
VerJag, 1987), p" 5.

2 Aghil Mohamed Barbar, The Tamlmlm (Libya1l) ResirkI1Ia 1IJ the ltaJiaII11I1JtISÏIJ1I."
1911-1920 (phn. dissertation, Unive!SÏty of W1SCOnsÎn-Madison, 1980), based on the
Ottoman statistical yearbook, Tmbltugmp Vi/igefi StZI1ttuItesi for 191t, pp. 6-9.
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Arabs~ descendants of the original conquerors, lived alongside the indigenous

Berbers in Cyrenaica. Berber-speaking Tuaregs and Dawada lived in the

interior in Fezzan, togeth~with Tebu-speaking slaves.3

The European minotities had theit own communities and maintained

tbeir own Iaws admioistered by their chiefs (tt councillors; however, theyalso

intemeted with other populations in the area, particuJarly for economic

reasons." Jews, on the other band, ]00 a diffeœnt life compared to other

minorities, being much more involved itt the commUdÏty in which they lived.

Not only did they hold administrative posts, such as those of local tithe and

tu colleetors, but they a1so had a representative in the city council and two

• representatives in the ";.1 council. Rabbis from this community played the

same role as a district .rhqykh, acting as mediators between the community and

the administmtion.s

•

3 Wright, Li!?Ja, pp. 24-25. The Tuareg mainly live in the oases of Gbat and
Gbadames, the area of western Fezzan and parts of the Saham. down ta Ttmbuetu.
Their relationship with north African suli brotherhoodst including the Sanüsïyya may he
round in Henty Duveyrier, ùs TDtIImg t1II Nom: ExplomtitJ" titi SahtIm (Nend~ Kraus
Reprin~ 1973). pp. .301-315. See aIso, Francis Rennel Rodd, People oftht l-'tiJ (London:
Macmillan, t 926), pp. 48-49 and 200.

The datk-skinned Tebu, who live in southem Cyrenaica and Fezzan, are
believed to he desœnded &om an ancient Sahamn race. See Wright, LiI!Jtl, p. 24. See
aIso, BIse Faoter., Lib.Jtl: derAI1Ia~ der TtbbN (Berlin: Reimar Hobbing, 1933).

The Dawada, the "woan eaters," are said ta be the stranger or remoter
community, and have apparendy lived for centuries, in tluee villages in the Ramla al
Dawada between the Wadis Ajal and ShattÏ in Western Fezzan. See Wright, Iibya, p. 25.

.. Barbac, Tht TamlMlta, p. 46.

5 Barbar, The TtmJbNltu, pp. 50-51.
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Bedouin of Cyreoai~ who played such a key mie in the tise and

development of the Sanüsiyya, were of mixed Arab-Betbec stock. The Atab

ttibes Banü fJi1i1 and Banü Sulaym took Libya in the e1eventh centlUy. They

were both original1y &om Najd and of MU(Iar lineage, of which the Banü

Sulaym were the senior branch. They moved into upper Egypt after the

downfall of the Cannathian movement in Atabia, out of which they had

evolved The Banü fJiIi1 moved westwa.rd to Tripolitania and Tunisia while the

Banü Sulaym main1y settled in Cyrenaica, where their descendants have lived

down to the present clay.

Meanwhile, the tribes of Cyrenaica belonged to one of two mam

groups, the Sa~di and the Matibujin. Acconling to Evans-Prichatd,6 the Sa'idi

were divided ioto two main branches, the Jihama and the IJaribi, the Jibama

ttibes being the cAwiqir, Magharba, 'Abid and 'Ataba, and the IJatibi tribes

the 'Abaydit; }-Jasa, CAilat Fayid, Bui'asa and Dana. These tribes lived

throughout Cyrenaica and shared the land among them in what they caIIed

lIIf1/an. The Sa'adi also c1aimed descent for the Baou SuIaym. The MatibuPn,

on the other band, weœ either .Aftb tribesmen or Berbers who participated in

the original invasion or came &om Morocco to Tripoli and Cyrenaïca. The

cs Evans-Pritehanf. The StIIIIISi, p. 49.
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Maribujin used the land, but did not have the right of ownersbip. Because

they were only few in nmnber and therefore weak, each clan was tied to a

powerfu1 Sa'idi tribe.7

In Fezzan, the main tribe were the Awlid Sulaymin, the fJasawna, the

Faqaha and the MaqidJa. The Awlid Sulaymin used ta live in the Sïrte area

until about the middle of the nineteenth centuty. During their watS with the

Qaa.manlis in 1831-1835, the tribe moved to the south, wheœ they occupied

most of Fezzan and then held the poJitical power in that region.8 The IJasawna

weœ the second largest tube there; they had once lived around the Sabha

Mutzüq area but larer invaded the area northwest of Sabha where they

eventually settled once the Awlid Sulaymin came to occupy their foaner

territoty. The invasion of the fJasawna foreed the Magirlpl tribe in tom ta

move from the Sabha region futther north ta the Hurüj mountaios area.9

In Tripolitmia province, the Awlid Büsif and WarlàlIa tribes lived in

the Warfa1la area. The other tribes and thei.r locations were the AwIad

Masallem, al-Hawitim, the Awlid Mu~araf and al-Datibïb of Tarhuna; al

cAmàmra ofMasaUita; Fawitir, AwJad aI-Shaykh, Buihma, Awlid Gmt, Firjin

7 Evans-Pritehud, The SfIIIIISi, p. 51.

8 Barbat, TJM TamlllllIIS, p. 99.

9 Barbat, The TambMlIIS, p. 100.
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and cAmiyim of Zliteo; Ziyiyna, Ma'adin, and al-Qa4i4& of Sîrte; al-F:lariba

of Ghadimis and a1-Zintân; and a1-Rujibin and a1-MaQimid in the lifita and

Jabal al-Gbarbi or NafUsa areas.10

The tribal way of life is one of adaptation to a given environment. In

Cyrenaica, cow, sheep ex came! herders moved fcom one place ta another

accoroiog to the season in order to obtain sufficient water and the basic needs

of human beings and animaIs. Nevertheless, a few tribal groups stayed in the

same place during winter and summer season, e.g., the Hadduth section of

Bam'asa.11

Composed of 45 chief tribest2 in the eady twentieth centuty, the

Bedouin ofCyrenaïca retained the commonly accepted tribal understanding of

IIIt1/tJ11, "homeland," and btgNt (sing. INgt ) as a tribal sub-division that

constitutes an extended family, the basic unit of tribal life. This segment may

he described as a genealogical line or a political tmity.13 A collection of such

families constituted a tube and each tnbe had its own leader, the .Ih'!lkh~ The

relationship between the sh'!YJ:h and bis people was explained as follows:

10 Barbu, The Tam/m1llS, p. 100.

11 Peters, The Bttlotli", pp. 30-31.

12 Evans-Pritchard (quoting De Agostim), The StlIIIIJi, pp. .34-35.

13 Evans-Pritchud, The Samui, p. 55.
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Leadership is exercised in Cyœnaïca when a camp is moved ~ery ten
c1ays or so in the rainy season- when decisions have to he made about ploughin&
when the reguIar watering of animaIs is ta begin, who is ta use the water, how
and where men are to gather for communal pmyer in the moming of the Great
Festival, and on a whole wide tange of the other mundaoe occasions. It is no
accident tbat the men who lead in these actÎvÏties are aIso the men who are out
in front when moments of high ckama. are enaeted or who direct aetivities from
their bases.14

In a wider society, the Bedouin of Cyrenaica built a system of

relationship both within and without their own community that made it

possible for them to establish and maintain their own govemment.15 This

depended upon a netwmk of relations between the various shtgkhs through

whom they looked after their collective inteœsts.

They were in an economic sense a se1f-supporting people, trading their

• home-made surplus produets, e.g., booves, skins, waal, clari6ed butter, sutplus

barley, honey and wax, for other consumer goods. Sorne commodities, sum as

tea, sugar, ace, and cloth had to be imported ftom other countries.16 Due to

inconsistency of minfall and the distribution of water supplies, they became

Qot peasants, but shephet"ds.17 Consequently, it was latgely animal husbandry

14 Peters, The 1Jedmli", pp. 116-1 17.

15 Peters, The &tJt.j'" pp. 1-2. He argues against Evans-Pritchard's statement that
the Bedouin of Cyrenaïca \Vere unable ta govem themselves and that a foreign power
should mIe them.

•
16 Evans-Pritchard, The SIlIIIISi, p. 38.

17 This cbameteristic distinguishes the Bedouin of Cyrenaica from their
countetparts in Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and the Magbrib, wheœ peasantry is
dominant. See Evans-Pritclw:d, The St»IIISi, p. 46.
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• tbat tumed the ach vegetation of the counay into milk,b~ meat, wool and

bides.tl

B.Economy

Duriog the Ottoman administration, the ubyan economy was based on

agriculture, pastomlism, handiaaft industries and local and foreign trade.

Agricultuml aetivities were undertaken only in the sma1l fertile area in the

north of the country and in the oases of the hinterland, with the tesu1t that the

countty's economy depended mainly on livestock breediog. Yet, it W2S the

land of Cyrenaica tbat was considered the most fertile temain fOI: cerea1

• cultivation in the entire country; in fad, it was higbly productive.19 Badey,

wheat 2nd dates were important export commodities,20 along with camvans

which commercial1y linked regions within trans-Sahamn Africa to one another

and ultimately to Europe.2t The Jewish population of coastal TripoIitania was

18 Evans-Pritchard, The SatIIISÎ, p. 34.

19 AnthonyJ. Cachia, libya tmtkr the Seœnd Ot/81/1Q" Oawpatitm f83$-1911 (Tripoli:
Govemment Press, t 945), pp. 95-98.

•

3) Africa esported Wolf, ostrich feathea and .Aman bides to Europe and
imported si1k, gun and gunpowclet. See, Shukri Gban~ U"fhe Libyan Economy before
Independence,» Soeia/ and EaJtI()11/Îç DnreltJp11lt1lt t!f U~ E.GH. Joffe and K.S.
McLacblao, eds. (Cambridgeshire: Middle East and North African Studies, 1982), p.
142.

21 Libya wu an important tmnsfer pojnt in the trans-Salwan trade between the
interior of Africa (the area of Wadai-Botqu-Darfur) and Europe. Theœ were also
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involved in made, cmfts and money-Iending, whereas the It2Iians were engaged

in retail and wholesale commerce and food processing.22

The economy of the country in the fiat thtee decades of the twentieth

century was cIosely reJated to the social and political spheres. This period was

marked by the graduai implementation of a long tenn politico-economic

project established by the It2Iians to develop their own colony, sinee Libya was

reguded by then as Italys fourth shore. The fitst phase, between 1913 and

1936, aimed at aeating an infrasttueture that would atttaet It2lians ta settle in

Libya; this meant the construction of public buildings, transportation alid

communication facilities, alI of wbich required a huge Învestment.23 The next

• step, during the yeatS 1936-1942, was to be devoted to developing the

agricultmal seetor and pmsuing land reclamation, Iugely in arder to

aceommodate as many It2Iian peasants as posSIble.

significaot trade routes betweeo eastem and western Libya. For this œason, people of
Libya took advantage of the need for services on the part of the camvans and provided
camels and drivers.

•

22 Barbar, The TIlnlbNIIIS, p. 49.

23 Ghaoem, "fhe Libyan Economy," pp. 144-145. Public buildings like hospitals,
banks and schools as well as &esh water supplies and a sewemge system fODlled the
second most costly Fourth Shore project after the transportation projects which
included roads, railways and ports, ie. 10.175 billion ltalian Jû:a. See also, Claudio G.
Segrè, Ffllldh Shon: The l1111ia11 Co/ollipoll ofLiItYa (Chicago and London: The University
of Chicago Press, 1974).
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The economic aspects of the Fourth Shore project resulted in social

~scrimination that differentiated westemers from native Libyan in teans of

economic and civic life. Italians and westemers enjoyed ail facilities and

prlvileges, whereas Ambs œmained on the land, under threat of seizw:e and

deportation to concentration camps, if they did not coopemte.

Meanwhile, the people of Tripolit2nia, Cyrenaica and Fezzan were

iovolved in diffeœot work. Most of the population of the Tripolitanian coast

and its suaoundiogs, Jebel Gharbi, and a small part of the Cyrenaican coast,

was agricultutal. Simple made in the foan of barter was also canied on with

agricultutal goods, e.g. grain for dates.

The nomadic people of Cyrenaïca were largeIy involved in herding

came1s and sheep and ptoviding SeMces for camvans. A pastonl economy

also meant the exchange ofdaity produets, e.g., miIk and buttemWk; there was

also excbange of ,;~ (movable wealth), like gold, animaIs and agricu1tutal

products but a1so including any item that may he exchanged for money and

inherited in succession on an individual basis. Lasdy, there was exchange of

11IÎ1Ie (property), Ianded property which is inherited simultaneously.24

In tean of commerce, Libya trAded with European countries sum as

Italy, Great Britain, France, the Ottoman Empire and Austria, with ail of

24 Roy H Behnke Je., The HmJers ofQymJaiça: EœlDD, Et:fJ1IOIJIY au KitI.rhip tUJrOlJg

the Bedtntill ofEastem LiI!Jfl (Urbana,DJinois: University of Illinois Press, t 980), p. 184.
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whom the ports Tripoli and Benghazi did active commerce, not ta mention

the ports ofMisurata, Khoms and Sïrte. Ltbyan produets such as badey for the

production of whisky and esparto grass for the production of high quality

paper were mainly exported to Britain.

c. Political Situation

After the down&l1 of the QanunanIi dynasty (1711-1835 A.D), the land

of Libya came under direct control &am Istanbul, a situation that persisted

until 1911. This was followed by more titan a decade of Italian administration

lasting uotil the eve of the second Wood Wu. How Lsbyans reaeted to

• Ottoman and ItaIi2n control througbout this period and what ideology they

depended on to strengthen their resolve will be discussed in the foDowing

pages.

1. Ottoman AdmiNsuation

Libya and the Ottoman Empire in the eady twentieth century have been

desaibed by one scholar as being cCpartners in pain," 25 Mee thett wu little

else ta share. The Ottomans were invited to Libya in the 1870'5 in arder to

help the Libyans defend themselves against continuai attacks by the Spanîards

•
:zs SbuJai Ganem, "The Libyan Economy befoœ Independence." StHia/ fl1IIl

BemttmIi& lJnJeq,1III1It ofLiI!Ja, eds. E.G.H Joffe and K.S. McLachlan (Cambridgeshiœ:
Middle East and North A&ican Studies Press Ltd., 1982), p. 141.
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and the Knights ofSt John. As part of the Ottomanem~Libya g.Uned few

advantages, and the counay &ced more than its fair share of material

deprivation. Moreover, because of the remoteness of the centml govemment

in Istanb~ Ottoman control over Libya was weak. Militaty personnel was

limited,26 and the economic benefits uoatttacbve. These conditions did not

favoue Ottoman attempts at goveming the country as a whole. It was a

ch2lleoge for Ottoman administratotS to coUeet taxes &om the nomads and

the inhabitants of the interim; given the remoteness of certain regions and

their unwi11ingness ta bend to central authority. A large part of the population

paid no taxes by the time the Qaramanlis came ta mie the country. The

• growth of Western. capitalism howev~ also affected the provinces of the

Ottoman Empire. The Qaraman1is were detennined ta collect tax direetly

and efficiendy, making no exemptions in this regard. Any resistance by tabal

chiefs was to be put do~with the resu1t that sorne tribes chose to cooperate

instead.rr

•
26 Theœ weœ 1000 Ottoman troops in Cyreoaica in 1881, but the number hacl

dedined to only 300 by the late nineteenth cenbUy. With 20,000 men and modem
equipment, the It3lians look aver Cyrenaïca fifty yeats laœr. Wright, Li~ A ModmI
Histoty, p. 21.

27 Ali AbduDatifAhmida, The Malsillg ofModem UItJra (Albany, New York: SUNY,
1994), p. 57.
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Under Ottoman ml~ Libya was <livided mto two administrative

regions-TripoJita:nia and Cyrenaica. Tripolita:nia (farabulus a/-Ghorb) was a

province (gal6t/ lJihytt), with a govemor (tJaIi) assisted by a provincial boatd

(mttlis-; kMm!Jfllet). The govemor's subordinates look the rank of11JlI1asatrifand

J:tg11laJ:om and they, too, had thett regional counaI. The status of Cyrenaica

(Barqa) changed sevenl times. But from 1888 it was a district (mtltasmrijlilt:)

headed by a 1II11taIarrifdirectly responsible to Istanbul. In matters affeeting the

aany, posts, customs and judicial matters, the lIfJ1i of Tripolita:nia was a1so

œsponstble to Cyrenaïca.28

On the eve of the Italian invasion of Ltbya, the province ofTripolita:nia

• included four districts (stmtak), each headed by a fIIldtllanif, under whose

jurisdietion fell 21 sub-distrias (~), each headed by a J:tgmakam and 23

regions (lIaht)t), each headed by a ml/dir. The district ofCyrenaica incIuded five

!t:ata and nine lIamyt.29

Between 1835 and 1911, there were two distinct periods of Ottoman

govemment, the Hamidian and Young Turk regimes, respectively. The

administrative policy of bath regimes towards the Libyan provinces was

generally the same, patticulady in the appointment of govemolS who were

•
21 Rachel Simon, LiIrJa bd1Pmt OthJlIIaIIÜ1II a1IdNatiolltÛis1ll: The Otlo1Jlall IIIIJtJMIIItIIt

illliltJu tltmllg the Will" lIIiIJJ IIII/y (19/1-1919) (Berlin: Klaus Schwuz Verla& 1987), p. 22.

29lbid.
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charged with mainraining Istanbul~s autbority. Genendly, Ottoman control

ovec Ltbya was weak and this for sevetal reasons. In the Hamidian petiod, for

instance, the govemor's œports on provincial administration were hardly

accumte, sinee govemors tended to use these as a fomm to express petSonal

hatreds. Later, under the Young Turks, there wu an absence of pattiamentuy

control, due to the brief existence of the constitutional-padiamentaty regime

(1908-1911) and the remoteness of the province itself.30

Und~ Ottoman mie, developm.ent plans were made, but few were

realized, due to Iack of funds and time. 31 The chief development projeets

were focused on Benghazi and Tripoli- where water networks, sewage and

municipal deaning senrices, port developmen., roads improvement, schools,

clinics, and public buildings were provided The authorities also arranged for

cOlUlcils ta investigate the development needs of Libyans in the fields of

industty, agriculture, ttade, communication, education, hea1th and

tmnsportation., but their œcommendations were Qot implemented.32

Sevenl attempts to develop Libya were also made in the three yeatS of

Young Turk rule- improved education and regional security being chief

among them. Increased political aetivity in the foan of clubs, and raised

30 Simon, LiI!Ja bdM", Otlollltlllism, p. 29.

31 Ibid.
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political consciousness through the medium of the press, helped to increase

the feeling ofconnection and identification with the Ottoman empire. 33

During theit presence in Libya, the Ottomans fotm.d it difficult to

defend the provinces from the Anglo-Egyptian forces to the east, the French

to the west and south and the Italians' penetnltion to the north. There were

some attempts at COOperAtion with the Sanüsiyya ta push them out, but

marginal temtoq continued to he l08t. The Sanüsiyya's decision to coUaborate

with the O~omanwu based ta sorne extent on common reJigious ties and the

idea ofPan-Islamism.

• 2. Tripolitanian Resistance and the Emergence oCthe Republic oC
Ttipolitania

The SanUsiyya, centered in Cyrenaïca, were not a10ne in the u1>yan

resistance movement: the people of Tripolitania bad also taken steps towards

autonomy, a1though it was not recognized by any Westem country.34

Resistance to the ltaIians begm in Oetober 1911 with an iueguIar force that

consisted of a small number of tribesmen and their leaders, none of whom

•

32 Simon,Li~ betHm Ottol1la1lÜ1ll, p. 30.

,13 Simon, LiI!Ja bdHm Otlo11lallis11l, p. 44.

34 The leaders of the Republic asked for recognition from the ltaIiao, British,
French and U.S govemments. But Italy had already secured their daims te Libya
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wu well-equipped. The Tripolitanians as a whole were in faet divided into

two main groups: tribesman and city-dwellea, the latter consisting of ttadetS,

~a'and the local janissaries of Ottoman descente The mban-based group

was a1sa divided into tbree political camps: those with the will to coDab0t2te

with the Italians, caDed the Efmtliytr, another that Berl to Egypt, Tunis or

Turkey; and a tbird, "the wait and see group," whose members bided tbeir

time until a winner emerged35

The tn"balleadets included Sulaymin al-BirUni &am the Nafiisa area,36

al-Hidi al-Mus~ir and AI}mad al-Murayi4 of Tadnma, and 'Ali Tantiish of

the Tajura area. Together with a number of Ottoman forces they met the

• ltalians in sevenl battles dwing the yeus 1911-1912, such as in downtown

Tripoli, Shan' a1-Shat, 'Ayn Zita, and Bic Tubas. Although the resistance won

several victories, the ItaJians had by 1912 succeeded in capturing Tripoli,

Tajuta, Sidi Bitai and 'Ayn Zara. The resistance went on until the outbreak of

the First Wood War, when it was intermpted by a period of accord following

the Treaty of Ouchy-Lausanne, signed in Derober 1912 by Italy, BriClin and

through agœements with England and France and their allies in World Wu L See,
Abmida, The MtzlUtIg ofModmI~ p. 125.

•
35 Barbar, The TambtllMs, p. 185.

36 Hamni's mIe in Libyan teSistance movemeot was discussed by Tahir .Ahmad

al-Zawi, JihQd a/-ablll/ft TtlmblllS tÛ-ghtzrb (Beitut: Die al-&~ li-al-Jabi'ah wa al-DaF,
1970).
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the Ottoman Empire. One provision of the treaty wu that the Sultan wu to

give full autonomy to the Tripolitaniaos. The ltalians also offered an amnesty

to those who had fought against them. This tteaty ended Ottoman sovereignty

over the province and their foanal involvement in the resistance movement.

However for the mlljamiJun, the Treaty had no significance, sinee they had

declared that they would petSist in theit resistance until the withdrawal of

Italian fotces. 37

The years 1916-1920 marked a decline, however, in tbis resistaoce. The

period witnessed the British-Italian Coalition, confliet among the tribal leaders

and the emergence of the Republic of Tripolitania. The resistance ended

• because of its Jack of cooalination witbin the province and among !Wo other

provinces; the withdrawaI of Ottoman's forces and sinee the idea of Pan

AJ:abism and Pan-Islamism did not help much for it was simply used for

political Iegitimacy.

The new Ottoman administrator, Nuri Pasha, amved in Tripolitania in

1917 and found that the Sanüsiyya had made a peace agreement with the

British and ltalians. This faet led another Tripolitanian leader, Rama4in al

Shutaywi, to decide not ta cooperate with the Cyrenaicans and to attack the

• 37 Batbar, The TtmlbNltts, pp. 228-241.
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• Sanûsiyya:rs fonowetS in Sïrte.38 Since the emergence of Sayyid MnlJammad

ldàs al-Sanlm in Cyrenaica, the Sufi arder had adopted a diplomatie approach

to Britain and Italy, a policy that wu considered by the leaders of the

Tripolitanian resistance to be equiva1eot ta coUaboation. This event awakened

then ta the necessity of having their own autonomous govemment, separate

from that of the other province.

It was not until the autum1l of 1918 that Tripolitanians witnessed the

birth of the JII1IIJMiDa 0/-TI.Irtlbltui»tl (Republic of Tripolitania). This occuaed

at a time when the country was in tuanoil, bath political and economic, and so

it came as no surprise that the newly independent country expired after no

• more than fom yeats (1918-1922) of existence. The Republic had no

intemational sponsor to intervene with the ltalians on its behalf; and once the

Fascists came ta power in Rome in 1924 the Italians took a much barsher line

in their colony.39

The Republic of TripoJitania wu the fitst fonnal republic in the hab

wodd The driving force behind its founding was Sulaymin al-Banuii, who

beforehand had urged that an autonomous Ibadi-Betber province be fotmed

in Jabil al-Gharb under the Young Turks. The chance to establish bis own

•
38 EAV. de Candole, The Uft Il'''' TÏIIIU of Kmg Idris oful!Jtl (London, England:

Published private1y byMobamed Ben Ghalbon, 1990), p. 38•

39 Anderson, '''l'he Tripoli RepubJic:'p. 44.
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own govemment came~ the signing ofthe Treaty ofLausanne by ltalyand

the Ottoman Empire in 1912. The treaty resulted in a division of provincial

leadership, by which ltaly g.ûned a few coastaI towns while the Ottoman

issued a dedaa.tion to Libyans giving them full authority over tbeir own af&irs

and reserving the tight to appoint an agent to protect Ottoman interests in the

country.

Alter the SlgIUOg of the Treaty of Lausanne, the Ottoman

administrators and provincial leaden of Tripolitania met at the cAziziyya

Congress ta decide their position on whether ta accept autonomy under

Ottoman protection or coopetate with ltaly which bad aIready declared its

annexation of the COlmtry. No agreement, however, could he reached since the

participants in the congress had split ioto two different interest groups; one

wished to coopemte, the otber to. resist. The first group was repœsented by

Fathat Bey who wu inclioed ta coopetate with ltaly, while the second group

was exemplified by Sulaymin al-Bamnï who decided to resist.

Even sa it took sevetal years before the Republic was officially

established President Wtlson's declamtion of bis support foc national self

detetmination inJanuaq 1918 more or: less convinced the Atabs and Libyans

of their right ta libetate themselves. To tealize this goal, the people of

Tripolitania chose a council ta mie the province, consisting of SuIaymin al~
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• Barüni, Rama4in al-Suwayhli,«) Alpnad Murayyid of Tamuna and cAbd al

Nam Bilkhayr of WarfalIa. cAzzam Bey W2S the council's secretaty, and a

twenty-four member advisoty group wu fonned ta represent most of the

regions and interest of the republic. The aim was to acbieve full independence

&am Italian me by securing agreement in principle to a TripoJitanian . amïmte.

Yet, they were far from united intemally, with the result that civil war broke

out. When the problem of the province was brought to the attention of

Rome, Tripolitanians found support &am Commuoists, SociaJists and

CCtroublemakers of an kinds.,totl Nevertheless, Giuseppe Volpi wu appointed

Govemor of Tripolitania. Negotiations held in March 1922 between Volpi

• and the Central Refoan Board to find a solution ta the issue of an

independent Tripolitania without Italian involvement &iled in its effort. At the

same time, a delegation of Tripolitaniaos tumed to the Sanüsiyya leader, Idris,

and requested that he takes up the post of amir ofail Libya. ldàs accepted the

offer, although he knew that it would mean a con&ontation with ltaly. These

were the events that caused the demise of the short-Iived republic.

•
40 On Ramadan al-Suwaybli, see Muhammad Mas'ud Fushaykbab, Ra-ae'm a/

SIIII1tgIJIi: a/../Jata/a/-libi fli.slxlhit/ hi i!fahihtlliÜtllytl1l (fripoli: Dar al-Far;. 1974).

4. Evans-Pritchard, The SflIIIIJi, p. 147.
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3. ItaHan Penetration

Besides the Ottomans, there were tbl'ee main a1ien powers involved in

Libya: France, Great Britain, and ltaly. On the one band, the French and the

British bad established more Jess finn footholds in Egypt, Algeria, and the

Sudan. On the other band, Italy wu still trying to find its cCpromised land"

across the sea. The active influence of Italy in Libya during the first half of

twentieth centuty caUs for further discussion berc.

The ambition to at1flex the temtoq of Libya was due to several reasons.

For Italy, Tripolitaoia wu a question of national honor and of political and

ecooomic inBuence;t2 basically since Tripoli was the principal port and a major

• center of commerce and manufactures for the North African hinterland.43

Acconling ta one scholar, Italy had three reasons for embuking on a policy of

plaoned colooization in Libya once it had paci6ed it. First, it hoped to relieve

its own bigb population deosity. Second, it wanted ta keep other powets out

of Libya. Thitd, it needed a cheaper and more effective way ofgatrisoning the

42 Charles Lapworth, Tripoli lIIId YOMlIg ltalJ (London: Stephen Swift & Co., Ltd.,
1912), 79.

•

43 The seulement wu probably est2blished by the Phoenicians in the 7. century
Be as Ui'at laœr Dea. They est2blished two other commercial dties in Libya, Sabratha
and Leptis, and the busiest Meditemulean port Carthage, in Tnnisia. Major
manufactuœd goods weœ carried fmm Tripolitania te Centtal Africa by way of two
great routes which met up about 250 miles south of Ghadames and cootinued as a
single route te the River Niger. John Wright, Libya (London: Ernst Benn Ltd., 1969),
33-36. About the live of ancient Libyans see, HmxitJIIu, The HisIoty, tmns. Geotge
RawJinson (New Yorlc.Alfred A. Knopt; Toronto: Random House, 1997).
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• tenitoq than by ttoops manning a ba:aen shore and provisioned aJmost

entirely from the homeland:" Futthermore, Libya \VaS always consideœd a

potential base for the It2Wut penetration ofA&ica ta Lake Chad and beyond045

The ltalian political interest in Ottoman North Africa was pursued at

first thtough a policy of c'peaceful penetration" of the economic and social

Iife of the teaitoty, and Qot by conquest, starting in the 18808. The 6nancial

institution known as the ''Banco di Roma" wu established in 1905 ta begin an

"economic penetmtion" of the land The ban.k invested in local agriculture,

light industry, minerai prospecting and shipping.46 New businesses were

financed and controlling inteœst wu acquired in shipping and in many seetors

• of the export trade: cereals, wool, ivoq, sponges and ostrich feathers.

Expeditions to prospect for minetals in Tripolitania were funded, and within a

few yeus the Banco di Roma controlled much of the domestic and foreign

ttade of Libya. 47 Italian trade had also extended to ail the main Libyan ports,

and schools were opened to sp:read the ltalian language and culture. The

44 Martin Moore, FfJII1th Shtn (London: George Roudedge & Sons, Ltd., 1940),
pp.t3..14. See also, Oaudio G. Segrè, FOIIrlh Shorr (Chicago and London: Chicago
Uoivemity Press, t 974.

•
45 Wright, li1?Jtz, p. 121.

46 Wright, Ubya. pp. 26-27.

47 Wright, Iibya, pp. 122-123.
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Banco di Roma theRafter opened its &st branch in Tripoli in 1907, and other

branches in Benghazi and other Libyan towns. The effects of the European

penetmtion of A&ica 00. the Saham and Sudan were priman1y commetcial, as

the traditional ttade between North Africa and the countries south of the

desert was dmwn away westwards and southwa.rds along the new, secme

uilways and river routes to ports on the Atlantic coast.48

With the advent of Fascism, ltalian colonial expansion entered a new

phase which saw an end to the polides of pœvious Libeml govemments. The

âse of Benito Mussolini in Oetober 1922 muked the beginning of a petiod

of unabashed imperialism, best articulated in bis statement: cWe Fascists had

the supreme unprejudiced courage to calI ourselves imperialists.,,49 The

col00ization ofLibya, referred to as a cCfourth shore" for Italy, was in addition,

considered part of ,ccreating a civilization:112 itself:50

The signifiance tha.t the Fascists govemment attached to the conquest

and the development of Libya was obvious from the high tank of the

govemots appointed there in the 19205 and 1930s. In 1925, Emilio de Bono, a

leader of the Match on Rome that had hrought Mussolini ta power in 1922

succeeded Count Volpi in Tripolitaoia, while Rodolfo G12Ziaoi came to be

48 Wright, LiItJa, p. 15.

49 Wright, libytl, p. 32.
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known as the conqueror of TripoJitania. Tb~ in t 929 the Matshal of ltaly,

Pietro Badoglio, wu appointed govemor of Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, which

had bem united for better coontination of military operations. Under

Badoglio's direction Graziani completed the conquest of Fezzan. 51

Fascist Italy needed t1Ïne years before it could completely conquer

Libya, a result acbieved tbrough the aggressive militaty taetics adopted by

Graziani. These weœ required in view of the fierce resistance offeted by the

SanUSiyyL Gtaziani had come to the conclusion that no Cyrenaican could he

trusted not ta he a supporter of the Sanüsiyya. He tried ta exploit the

jealousies and hostiJities which other tribes felt toward the latter. However,

united by language and law, Libyans as a whole regarded the Italians as

foreigners whom one might ~e but not love. For tbis reason, L1byans

participated either directly or indtteetly in the resistance.

50 Wright,~ p. 38.

51 Wright, IiI!Ja, p. 34.
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Chaptetll

ROLESOFTHE~S~k

THE CENTRAL POSITIONS OF SHAYKHS, IKHWAN

AND ZAIFlYAS

A. Structure and Orgauization of the Sanüsiyya

Sanüsi foDowetS may be divided into three categories; t 1IIt111tasibun,

adherents; ikhlllan, disciples; and .rhtgkhs. A 11J_ntarib teceived no privileges, was

not initiated, sought no blessings and could remain a foDower of other ometS.

Ikh",a;, weœ initiated, resided as a matter of a duty in the zizPiya or the sufi

lodge, usuaIly h2d some sort ofeducation and helped out with the affaits of the

lodge when invited to do 80. The chosen and most experienced j/eJ:npàn wete

designated as slxgkbs, and were entrusted with the administration of the tiiPiya.

Over ail wu the Chief of the Omer, the ruler of ail ziiPiyas and their shtgkhs.

The Chief of the Otder was assisted by bis councilots, the 1IIl1fJadtlam, the 1IIa/til

and the kha/[fa. These councilors, caIled a/-Iehœv1Pa" acted on behalfof the Chief

of the Order in the Iatter's absence, served as the appointed administrators and

judges in the name of the Chief of the Oroer and attended the annual CJd al-

1 Nicola A. Ziadeb,S~: A Sbu!Y t!fA RevivtIJist MtnJeI1IIlIt;" ba, 20d ed•
(Leiden: EJ. BriIl, 1983), pp. 118-t2t.
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A4hi feast and conferences, among othe.: duties.2 The 1IIflÂ:tt superrised the

materia1 and financiallife of the tiMYos and received gifts and rithes on behalf

of the order. The A:hoGfIl, responstble for indocttination in the order supervised

other 11I11qadt/ams and transmitted ail the instructions of the Chief of the Order

to bis subordinates.3 However, for the purpose of this chapter, which surveys

the raIes of the SanUsiyya, only the three principal elements of the brethren

shtglt:hs, ikhlllàtl and z4wiyas- will he considered It should furtbermore he noted

that the ride of sh'!Pkh bestowed on the head of the ti1vzya ought not to he

confused with the same title bome by ttaditional triballeadea, also refeued to

as shtglehs.

The ziMjfJ slHflleh had two ftmetions in the eyes of the .tmltfll: one

tempotaI and the other spirituaL The first devolved front bis position as

adm1nistrator of the z4wiy1l, which was bis primaty function. This raIe extended

to acting as an agent of unification for tn"besmen, a task made necessaq by the

incessant maa-tribal confliets that arose over legal and economic mattetS. Land

ownenhip and disputed borden; weœ among the main such problems, and it

was felt that the ~4wiyIlshqykh,who benefited from the reputation of Mahdism

2Ziadeh,S~, p. 121.

3 Ziadeh, Sa1IMifyah, pp. 120-121.
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• attaehed to Sayyid Mlll)ammad al-Mahdi al-SaniiSi.,4 was an idea1 ÏDstmment of

peace.

The second function stemmed front bis duty as a reJigious patron to lUs

disciples. In this respect, a shegkh, with the occasional assistance of bis ikI:nPin,

served as the imam ofdaily prayee or as a teacher. Sometimes, one of the iltJ:J1Pall

might read cCreligious writings" ta a group of people.5 Here, the tean ccikhtPaK'

is used in a broader sense, that is to say ail adherents (lII11ntasibNlI) and disciples

(ikhlPa,,) of the Sanüsiyya. 678

•

•

4 This idea was curœnt in diffeœnt regions of the Sudao, Chad and Libya at
almost the same time. In the case of the Sanûsiyya it wu developed not by Sayyid
Mnf:tammad al-Mahdi al-SanüS himself but by Sayyid .Â~mad al-Shaiif, although it was
criticized by al-Mahdi al-Sanu~ See, Hoœir, p. 112, Ziadeh, S~h, pp. 52-56,
Mul:'ammad Ashbab, al-Mahdi a/-SaUii (Tripoli: Ma~a'atMaji, 1952), pp. 87-99. For the
Sudanese Mahdi, see P.M. Rolt, The MahtJist State ;" the StIIlatI 1181-1898, 2ad ed. (Oxfam:
Oarendon Press, 1970).

S Nachtigdl. œcomed that SanUsii~ œad a religious test to the Kuka people
of Wada'i on certain evenings of Rama«jao.~ Gustav Nachtigal, Sahanz tlIIIl StItIatt,
ttans. .AIlan G.B. Fisher and HumpreyJ. Fisher (Berkeley and Los Angeles: UnivetSÏty of
Califomia Press, 1971), v. 4, p. 12.

6 The tribal breakdown of Sanüsiyya membersbip induded mainly the Bedouins,
the Tuaregs and the Tubus. Prominent sub-tribes of the Tuaregs included the
Aweelimmiden, Hoggars (Ahaggar), Asgan and Kelowis. According to Fudong, Asgars
and the Kelowis weœ enthusiastic foJlowers of the Sanüsiya, especiaJly tbase who resided
in Air and Gbat. See, Charles WelJington Furlong, The Gt:I/4IIItg ID the Saham.- ObstnJflliollS
tl1Id~ ;" Tripoli (New Yorle Charles Saibner's Son, 1909), pp. 93-94.

Likewïse, Duveyrier writes that the tribe wu large1y split between the SanüSi and
the TIjinï omers. See, Henry Duveyrier, Les TOIIang titi Nord.. Explondio" tIN Sahanz
(Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1973, fttst pubJished in 1864), pp. 300-310. Their involvemeot
in the order seems certain Binee theœ is an evidence that a group ofTuaregs under~
Abü Kaàm served the Sanüsiya as a corps of cCtroupes d'élite" for years. See, Jay
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SchoIars give diffetent Opinions about the number of Sanüsiyya ta.iyas,

followers, and the areas where this arder spread. Sïnce their research was

conducted at different times, however, their findings tend to vary. At the latest

stage of its development, the ocder had sptead througbout North Africa, the

Sahel, and beyond into large parts of sub-Saharan A!rica. In 1883, on the other

band, when Duveyrier published bis findings, there were 121 ztitPiytlS

distributed in Egypt (17 ~àtviyQS), European Turkey (1), Asian Turkey and the

I:Iijaz (2), Tripolitania and Cyreoaica (66), Tunisia (10), Algeria (8), MotoCco

(5), and other parts of Africa (12).9 Lat~ Evans-Pritchard reported that the

number had inaeased to 146 z,iMyar, sp:read througbout Egypt (31 za.iyas), the

I:Iijü (17), Libya (84) and Sudan (14). 10 Ziadeh, for bis part, dismissed reports

Spaulding and Lidwien Kapteijos, An IslaMi& AIIia"a: 'AG D"" a"d the StmMs!Ya, 1906
1916 (Evanstoo, Dlinois: Northwestem University Press, 1994), p. 16.

Tubu, TIbbu or Tebu is the mune used iotetehaogeably by sevecù scholars to

desaibe this trîbe. Accmding ta Duveyrier, who caBs them Toubou, theœ weœ six
~operating among this people mentioned .in cCother parts of Africa".6 Kteda, the
Tubu of Wada'i, wu said to have been the first among the Tubus, Kreda or Karda,
Koyo, NgaIamiya, Iriya. and Kodera, to accept Islam. See, Gustav Nachtigal, Sahanz a1ll1
Slllitul, p. 164.

7 Furlong, The G4tnIttg to the Sahara, pp. 93-94.

1 See, HenryD~ Lu T~ du NmJ: Exploratiotl • Stlham (NendeIn:
Ktaus Reprint, 1973, fitst published in 1864), pp. 300-310.

9 Heuty Duveyrier, lA eo,gmieM~ de SitliMo~ /Je1l 'Ali es-SenoMsIet S1J1I

DOIIIIIiIll Getw•• (paris: Société de GéogcIphie, 1886), pp. 57-84.

• 10 B.E. Evans Pritchard, The SIlIIIISi ofÇymtait:Il (Oxford: Clareddon Press, t 954),
p.24-25.
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• that the Sanûsiyya had estabJished ~as as far away as South East Asia,

especially Indonesia, describing them as oo1y an exaggeration.l1 In met, the

Saniisiyya had extended its influence ta Indonesia, although for poJitical

reasons, it evolved ioto ldOsiyya.12 Therefore, it is the IdOsiyya, not the

Sanüsiyya that is teCognized by the Indonesian Council of Tmiqar (Jam'iyyah

Ahlith Thoriqoh a1-Mu'tabaroh an-Nahdliyyah) in its decision dated April 19,

1981, andin its list afthe forty-five recognized.tonlJllS.u

•

•

11 T.W Amold œfen ta Riddel and Snouck Hmgronje as sayiog. "the œligious
otdem moreover bave estended theK organiution to the Malay .A.rchipelago, even the
youugest of them -the SanÜSÏyah - 6ndiog adherents in the most distant isJands, one of
the signs of the influence being the adoption of the dame SanüSi by many Malays, when
in Mecca they change their native for Atabic names." Ziadeh, StlIIi.i{yah, p. 103.

12 Nevertheless, Sayyid Attmad SbaDf"once emp10yed Haji Muammad As'ad, fmm
the Buginese cliltuJta-' as bis secretary for some time before bis œtum to south Sulawesi in
1928 and then appointed bim the It:ba/lfa. However, it seems that he did oot spread the
!at7qa. See, Muh. Hatta Walinga, "Kiyai Haji Mnammad As'ad: Hidup dan
Perjuaogannya" (BA thesis, Facu1ty ofLetters, IAIN AJauddin, Ujung Pandang, 1980).

In the ead.y 30's, cAbd al-Fattah was aIso reported to bave gone to see Sayyid
Ab.mad SbaDf"who then gave bim as yi!(p to teaeh and spread the doctrines of the .tanqa
to Indonesia. Alpnad ShaDf also told hint a lUJaGjiJ bad already been sent to South
Sulawesi. Latet, Kiai 'Abd al-Fattah renamed the l.iq" as Idt1siyya. This transformation
wast according to van Bruinessen, to pœvent political pl'Oblems with the Dutcb who
might bave associated the .taiiqa witb the the Sanüsiya œsistance movement in Libya.
The sma1l scaleJlltifa is DOW beaded by KW cAbd al-Fattah's son, Kiai Dablan, centeœd
in Paogendingan, Tasikma1aya (west Java) and spœad in seveal local bn.nches. See,
Martin van Bminessen, J(jftllJ KIIId.g: Pe.r1Rllml datI Tanlud (Bandung: MizaD, t 995), p.
202.

13 See, Idaroh CAIiyyab, TlJtJWjoh MII'labanJh NaJxJ/i.z1tIb (Semamng: Toba Putra,
n.d), p. 38.
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With i:egud to the importance of the ~Owiyas themselves, Trirningbam

wntes, (cthe zàwiya was a center for tribal unity and this gave it streogth to

sUtVÎVe".t.. The zÜJviya funetioned thus as a bridge between the ttibal. system and

the Sanüsiyya organization, as Evans-Pritchard put it:

Unlike the Heads of most Islamic amen, which have rapidly disintegmted
ioto autonomous segments without contact and common direction, they have
been able to maintain this organization intact and keep control of it. This they
\Vere able to do by co-otdinating the lodges of the Omer to the tribal strueture.15

In a typical zQw{ya complex, there were a mosque, schoolrooms, guest-

rooms, houses for the shtgkh of the zÜJviya and bis family, rooms for teachetS

and disciples and houses for ikh1JlOIU, clients and senrants, and their famiJies, as

• weil as, sometimes, a guden and a cemetes:y. 16 A zaMya initially was built for

the purpose of religious, educatiooal, agricultural and social aetivities. Ta Sili4

Latawish of the Magbarba tribe, al-SanüSi WJ:ote a letter, 'We built you a zÜJviya

with a ~htgkh to lead the prayers and teach the Quc'in sa people can go back ta

theit: religion and sa agricultute and settlement will flourish."t7

t4 Trimingham, The St(i Onlers j" Isltmt (Oxford : Oxford UnivetSÏty Press, t 971),
p.120.

•
15 Evans-Pritehatd, The StJ1I1ISÏ. p. 11.

16 Evaos-Pritebatd, The SfJIIIISi, p. 74.

17 Mnb;ammad al-Tayyib al-Ashh3b, a1-StmMSa/-Kablr (Cairo: Maktaba al-Qihim,
n.d.), p. 24.
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It was in the !(.;.,gtlS of the Sanüsiyya, in my opinion, that ccethos" and

C~orldview" 18 met and were manifested as a network of social, religious,

commercial, judicial, milit2ty and politicai aetivities supetVised by the .11xg1ehs.

Ziadeh explains that CC... a ~a;",)a, as conceived by the Grand SanüSi, wu a

place for hard woŒ, toilsome Iabor and productive effort. Sanüsiyah. forbids

begging and abhors Jazy Iife. Work is essential, and cooperation and full

coDabomtion are the bases ofSaniiSi activity."19

B. Socio-Religious Rotes

The two most important aspects of the Sanüsiyya's mie were œligious

and social, reflected in dbiler and the !(.iMya network, respectively. The first one

appears to have ittspited a sunni and moderate Sllfism,20 while the latter wu the

most original part ofthe Saniisiyya program.21

1. DbiJcras the essence of the Sanüsiyya's teacbings

The sufi doctrines 01' tata1Jl8l1lf of the Sanûsiyya focused on dhilt:r, even

though the founder himself left numerous writings on different subjects such

III Both terms have been discussed by Cliffom Geertz in bis cc:ReIigion as a
Cultural System," in A1dJJnJpoItJgiœJAppffJtldJes to the SbIt!1 o}"&... pp. 3-4.

19 Ziadeh, Saüifya, p. 98.

3) J.L. Ttiaud, cCSanÜSÏyya," BI, Œ, p. 24.

21 Ibid.



36

• as JilJh, l1/li7 tII:fiqh, IpEth and histoty.2Z Sînce the Saniisiyya followers were

mainly simple tribesmen, acconting to Horeir, it was regarded as sufficient for

them to leam how ta pmy and how to recite dhikr, instead of a high level of

ceading and writi1lg skills.23 In elucidati1lg the order's mies on pray~ we cely

KhIlta,1J al-MarQpiJ (Cairo: Ma~ba'at al-Ma~d, 1934), Kitab a/-M(Jllh(J/ a/-RoM4/-

Ra'iqJiAsanid (J/..UIM. ilia U.m7 al..TtJr(J'iq (Cairo: Ma~ba'at al-Ijijizi, 1954), a/-

•

•

(Cairo, 1903) respective1y.

The lmiqIJ's founder, Mul)ammad ibn cAli al...Saniisï (1787-1859) bsd

studied under a number of Sufi masters, including the founders of the

Darqawiyya and Tijinîyya omets, al-~Atabi al-Darqawi and A4mad al-TijUiï

respectively. AJ-SanüSi had sevetal other Sufi affiliations, such as the

22 For summary of bis writings see, Knut S. VJkor, St(i tIIId Scholar 011 the Desm
Bdge (London: Hurst and Co., 1995), pp. 218-239.

23 AbduJmola S. El..Horeir, "Social and Economie TmnsfODDations in the ubyan
Hinterland during the Seamd Hall of the Nineteenth Centmy" (pbD. dissertation,
University of Califomia at Los .Angeles, 1981), pp. 108-109.
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• Sbidhiliyya, JazWiyya, N~a, IJabibiyya and pmbably othee orders.24 Thus

the doctrines of the Sanüsiyya were deady a blend of various beJiefs, with

borrowings &om other movements and individuaIs, sncb also the refomtist

Wahhibi movement, the Malikite smool oflaw, Ibn Taymiyya and al-Ghazali,25

although the Sanüsiyya distinguished itself from each of them. Al-SaniiSi

himself claimed allegiance to the lanf/a MIIJ,am11lat/i,1YII, the short chain Iioking

bim to Ibn lOOs, by way ofal-lazi and al-Dabbigh.26

Al-Sanüsï considered the Sufi dhikr the only way to achieve spiritual

•

•

ascendancy &om a/-naft a/-a1II11Iartl, the camaI so~ to the divine souL The Sufis

repeatedly perfooned prayers and dhikr to purify the heart and prepare it for

this pmpose, proceeding through seven spiritual stations, each having its own

nature.Xl Perfonned coDeetively o~ in solitude, Sanüsiyya tlhikr is intended to

reach more '~the vision of the Prophet" than ~'the vision of God," but one is

24 B.G. Martin, MllSIim BnJtherlJooJs jll Ninetemtb-Cmt1lry A.frica (Cambridge:
Cambridge Uoive1'SÏty Press, 1976), p. 101. However, it appeus that bis oo1y direct link
wu with Ibn Ichis and al-TIjini, see, R.S. O'Fahey, EnigllllZli& Saillis (Evanston, DIinois:
Northwestem University Press, 1990), p. 132.

2S Ziadeh suggests that the SanUsiyya was a Ghazalian arder, in the sense that the
brotherhood combined the characteristics of the'~and the su6 œcommended byal
GbaziG, himself regatded as the possible prototype of this nineteenth centu1y leader. See
Ziade~S~,pp. 44-45.

26 Al-SanüSi, Salsabti, p. 61.

27 Al-Sanim, tll-Mma-'iJaJ-Ashr, p. lOS.
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• not supposed ta reach an ecstatic state. To ,csee the Prophet," one should

concentrate on the image of the Prophet in one's own heart until one sees him

wakiog and sleeping and cao pose questions to him.28 Belote being able to do

so, however, one has to regard one's Sufi muter as the spiritual representative

of the Prophet

The Saoüsiyya tteats the praetice of dhih like formai 'ibafla, such as daily

pmyer, fâsting, pilgrimage, ete., to the extent that befote and duàng the ritual,

one should comply with certain conditions. This attitude is interesting, since

dhiA:r is not an obligation. for a Muslim, whereas the latter are. 'Ibii./a pmctices

are, moreover legal rituals ather man mystical ones like sufi dhikr,'J!J yet, the

• brothethood demanded that tlhilv be preceded by such conditions and

etiquette.

A dhiler performer is supposed to fulfi1l the following conditions:30 he

must sit in a purified place; face the direction of the qibh; sp.read perfume on

each tbigh and cover them with a cloth; sprinkle perlUme in the place wheœ

the tibikris to be held; purify one's si" (secret) and falb (heart) only for God;

21 Constance E. Padwic:k, MIISIim DlIJIJtÎOtIS: A SbIt!J ofPrtgw MIIIIIItds ;" CtmmtfJlI

Use (London: S.P.Cl<, 1961), p. 163.

•
29 This is one of the exampIes that the Sanüsiyya is Ghazaliao, who b1end slxln'1l

andflJl/lHlllt
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• wear good, pedùmed clothes; see tbat the room is daŒ and close one's eyes,

imagining one's slHgkh ta he present; observe /ÎdtJ, that is, baIancing seaecy

(siwJ, openness (~a), and sïncerity (iül4,), sa as to purify one's deeds of ail

doubt; say 14ilabo il/4AlJQh in a loud voice and introduce the meaning of dbiler

into the heart with every repetition; banish thought of every being &om the

heart with làilàha to establish the influence of ill4AJIih tbroughout the heart;

keep silent alter the third emptiness (farOgb), so as to focus and present the

heart ta the dMleir; and never drink water during the dhikr ceremony.

•

•

Furthemlore, the reciter may not suspend a chain around bis neck, but

must carry it in the band, instead; no musical instrument is to be played; no

dancing or singing is to take place; no tobacco or coffee drinlring is allowed,

although tea is tolemted.31 In addition, there are other regulations placed on

dhikr which faR under the heading of etiquette. The five etiquettes (ada7J) of

tJhjlerate: 32 repentance (ttIIlJba), cleanliness (ghm/),· quiet (mkNi)j witnessing in the

heart that there is a spiritual chain extending &om one's master back to the

31 Rion, Mtltrlbotlfs et Khotm1I, pp. 503-504. Tea is tolemted as long as it is
sweeteoed by casSODDade sugar, not the aystalized white sugar. In their daily Iife, the
SanÜSÎ5 are prohibited fmm any kinds ofIUXUlY in the men's cloth, silk, embmideries and
the omaments. like aIso the money and gold utensïls. These noble metals cao legaIly he
used oo1y ta aise the handle and the guard of the swortls because the swom is intended
for the holy wu. Women on the contrary, are aIlowed to wear such oroaments, silk, and
gold. See, Duveyrier, 1.4 Co11ftirie MlIS'IIi11Ia"t, p. 7

32 Al-Sanüsï: Mmlhtd, p. 105.
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• Prophet; and aclmowledging the help ofone's master, as a representattve of the

Prophet.

The dhiler of the Sanüsiyya genetally consists of the following formulas:

1. cCQ my God, bless me at the time of death and in the tests which foUow

death," repeated forty rimes after the dawn prayer while lying on the right

side, the head pressed on the right band.

2 AttaghftrAlh7J.. repeated 100 times with p13.yer beads.

3. 1.4itaha i//4Alh7J- repeated 100 times.

•

•

4. $almPii, i.e A.11âht111I1IIa ,tJIIj ~ta .f/{lyitlinaMII~11Iad a/-Nabl a/-1I111111iJy 1110- laJâ

alibi 1lI1l- IlIbabibi 1IItl- rllllal1l- repeated 100 times. 33

The second to fourth tihilus are repeated three rimes altogether. And as

an altemative to the second, the higher level sufis an read 100 rimes the

following fonnula if there are no outsidet'S Iistening in on the gathering: la il4ho

1110' 1Pma'ahll ~1111 ADah. This faanula, to which special graces are attached, is

kept secret.34

33 Duveyrier, 1...tI Co".friri4~, pp. 9-10; Louis Rion, MtmlbtJtds ,t 1.OJtnIa"
(.Alger: Libmirie Adolphe Jourdan, 1884), pp. 502-503; Oc1ave Xavier and Depont
Coppolani in Les Co".ftiriu Jù6ginœs MImI"'u (paris: Maisonneuve, 1897), pp. 553-554.
See also Ziadeh,S~ p. 89. There is a differeoce amoog these schoJars cooeeming
the thiId fomluJa. Duveyrier and Rinn singuIarize the ward~ .. /lÛ)bihi, wbile
Depont and Coppolani plurali2e il, _ aP!a7Jibi.

34 Duveyrier., Ll Co'!fiirie MMstt""'-e, p. 9.
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In addition, the Sanùsiyya demanded tbat an individual œcite a foanul2

of tlhiler for his initiation. There are three fo.nDS of the formula, called a/-Illird 01-

Mti}pm1llae/l, implemented for different levels ofmembers: 1) astaghJir.Allah, 2)

t;/m.Alla7J, which sentence must be read 300 rimes and recited 100 times, and 3)

ilia SaJ/am.
35

Al-Sanusi considered the best pmyer to the Prophet to be Ibn Idtis'

famous a/-.sal8t aI-arJm, which he almost entirely incorpomted into the a/-1Vird a/-

kabl,of the Sanusiyya.36 According to Sayyid .Alpnad Srumt: there are three sufi

œcitations: aI-'L4mf»a, Ill-FOtiI}t)ya and 01-~:OQ., 37 Among these three, the

Iast is the best loved by the Sanüsiyya, which Padwick has tmnslated as

follows:38

3S Duveyrier, L4 eo,gmie MlIS1IlIIIalU, p.t o.

36 See al·",;,,} al-kabir in al-8anUSi's Std.rab1/, pp. 1+20.

37 Sayyid AQmad ShaDf, .AaW aI-QtId.riY:1at p. 59. The otber two are uanslated by
Adams, cited in Ziadeh, p. 88. ~~O my Resource in every tinte of distœss, the One who
answers me on every supplication, my Refuge in every diftieulty and my hope when my
own devices faiL (Meaning. of coume, God)," and "And unite me to bis (tbat is the
Prophet) as thou hast united the spirit and the soul (m man) outwatdly and inwanBy,
waking and sleeping, and make him, 0 Lord, to become spirit of my OWD essential self,
mm, ofail persons in the wodd, befoœ the liCe of theH~ 0 thou Great God."

31 Constance E. Padwick, MarÛIII DetlDtÎtJIU: A SbIi/J ofPnger-Mallllllls ;" CoI1l1lltJII

Use (London: S.P.CK, 1961), p. 165.
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My Gad, 1 ask Thee by the ligbt of the Face of the Gœat God which
6Iled the bases of the Gœat Tb:mne, and by which uprose the wodds of the
Great Gad, to call down blessiog on our Lmd Mul]ammad the great in tank, and
on the family of the Prophet of the great God.

2. Education

The educational system of the Saniisiyya was promoted initially by the

founder of the .t4riqa, and further developed by al-Mahdi al-Sanüsï and AlJ.mad

Shaàt: Al-SanüSi had established a program of volunWy education based on

two types of school for the people of the hinterland: CCpeananent schools," and

"mobile schools."~ The fooner included the ~as wbich were intended for

pennaneot residents, whereas the latter were especially designed for nomadic

• ttibes. In the cCmobile school" teachers were appointed by Sanüsï shtgkhs to

accompany the bedouin camps which fm economic reasons were constantly on

themove.

In both kinds of schooJ, teachers taught most aspects of Islamic studies

such as the Quéan, taltl1II1I11Ifi JùJh (Islamic Law), 1IpI/ a/1iqh (Islamic

jurispmdence), and 9mGth (prophetie Tradition). In addition grammar,

mathematics, astronomy, and other subjects were given to supplement these.

Nor were intellectual pmsuits the only concem, for sports and physical training

•
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• weœ offeted (especi2Jly in the higher institutions), as weB as vocational coutSes

in bookbinding, cupentry, smitheq, metal wot:k, dyeing, rnat-making, bdring,

cotton-spinning and weaving. ..co Sorne~~ taught only one subjeet or two; in

the Sudm, for example, Quranic schools were found in Kawar and Bilma,·n or

~an and.fVJh weœ taught in the pyaMsus among the cAwiqtt tl"lbe.42

A more advanced level of education was also offered in large !{a.p

sum as al-Bay<Ja, Ku&a. and Mizdah. And those who inteoded to he teachea

usually went to the Saniisi University at Jaghbüb.43 The university had 300

•

•

11Itnit/s by the time of al-Mahdi 44 and 8,000 volumes of books in its horaty on

Islamic law and jutisprudence, mysticism, philosophy, histoq, Qur'inic

exegesis, poetty, astmnomy and astrology.45

40 Horeir, Sotia/ llIIIJ EtollDlIIic Tnm,(M'IIIfIIioIU, p. 94. Al..SaniiSi bimse1f \Vas
interested in a great ange of subjects, induding mathematics, astrology, geography,.
music, Jaw and poJitics.~ Dajjani, a/.I;laraJuJa/-S~, 2ad 00. (Cairo: al-Malba'a al
Faniyya, t 988) , p. 47. See aIso, E.A.V. de Candole, TJM Lift lIIIIl Timu oflGlIg IdrisofU~
(London: Mohamed Ben Gbalbon, t990), p. 6.

41 J.L. Triaud, 1.4 f...etpuJe Noin de laSa~ voL 1 (paris: Editions de la Maison
des sciences de 11tomme, t 995), pp. 448-450.

42 Ziadeh,s~,p. t 14.

43 Ibid.

44 Ziadeb,S~ p. 106.

45 Duveyrier, La Cot(dnl~,1886, p. 24 and Evaus..Pritchatd, The SaIItIJi,
p.17.
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The peak of tbis educational system wu reached during the leadership of

al-Mahdi (1859-1902). In AIgeria, the number of Saniisi foDowet'S wu reported

to he 511 by Rion in 188246 Depont and Coppolani estimated in 1897 that

more than 5,000 IIItmâs were enrolled in schools in Cyrenaica, with 2,000 in

Jaghbiib alone...7 By 1890, the Saniisiyya had around 15,000 students in aIL.aI In

met, when al-Mahdi moved the center of the arder &om Jagbbùb ta al-Taj in

Ku&a in 1894, the tmnsportation of the hbtary collection aJone necessitated a

camvan consisting of3,000 camelS.49

Under the leadership of .AlJmad al-Sh~ al-Mahdi's succeSS01", the

educational system in the Ltbyan hinterland became especially indebted ta bis

scholarship as well as bis statesmanship. He criticized thase (~quaJifiedand

insinceœ" teachers who held positions in the zàiPiya educational system only

because they brought high prestige and geaerous compensation. Consequently,

the quality of education declined, a point he makes in a chapter of bis worlt on

educational philosophy and pedagogical theories emtided FIIÏj8t a/-Malllihib 0/

M~a bi-a/-Nafal;Ot aI-Robba9 al-Mm#fl1IIi;go. In short, he undedined the

46 Rinn, MamboNts ttKhotItuI, p. 514.

47 Deplnt and Coppolani, Les Cot(miuRepru~,p. 569-570.

48 Horeir, Soeia/tIIIdE&tJlltJIfIi& TrrmgOf'11ltZlioIlS, p. 93.

49 Hoœir, SociIJ/tJIIdBaJIIfJIIIic TffIIISjtJmwIIiollS, p. 1t o.
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met that not ail students could become successful teachers. The teachers must

first master the methodological and philosophicai aspects of teaching, as weil as

demonsttate honesty, good judgment, and sharp analysis.50

3. TnDaI integraâon

When al-SanÜ8Ï first ttavelled to the hinterland, tribal disputes and

conflicts were endemic to the region. To cite but one example, bis amval there

in 1822 came immediately on the heels of the defeat of AwIad cAli and the

]awizi by the joint forces ofAlpnad Bey al-Qaramanli and the CUbaydât. In the

two· inteNaIs preceding bis next visit, many other tribal wus took place.

Among them were confliets involving the Jabirinab and the Fawâ'id, the

Jabirinab and the fJarabi and the CUbaydit and the Baa.'sah. In additi~

there were intra-tribal confliets like the wu between &etions of the Jabirinah

and the confliet between the KhaQm and the Mugbayrbiyah, bath of the latter

being subta1les of the Bara'sah.St

The process of making peace was given its fitst impetus by the coming

of Sanüsiyya ilU:JlIIall at the request of a given tuDe to build a tiMYa in their

territory. Then a shtgkh and seveal ikhtvàll were sent ta teach their children, ta

50 Hoœir, Soeia/llIId Ea»I011IÎ& Tmtl.!fOl'lllllliotlS, pp. 96-97.

St Asbab, Batrja (Cairo: Maktaba al-Hawari, 1947), pp. 105-106.
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• direct Ftidaypmyers and to solve their problems. The .Ihig/UJ of each ~a

fuoetioned as representative of the Chief of the order; he wa.s the mediator

between the Bedouin and the Turkish administtator, dispensed hospitaIity to

ttaveletS, ~.1pervised the collection of uthes, direeted cuItivation of grain and

eue of stock, dispatched surplus revenues to the headquartet'S of the order,

acted as an i1'1lâm (leader of Ftiday payer) and assisted in pœaching and

teacbing.52

Gmdually, tribesmen were ïntegrated ioto the arder and inevitably

•

•

became dependent on the Sanüsiyya's tiÎlliJa shqylehs ail the more so sinee they

could point to more successes than could their ttaditional shqylt:hs. SanüSi

members had once even solved intemal confliet among sections of the Awlid

Sulaymin and had tried to reconcile the Sulaymin and Tubu with the Tuareg.53

In laet, by caIling the tribes to Islam, the .fariqa succeeded overall in creating cCa

less violent way of life.,,54 Likewise in the case of the Zuwaya tribe, the

Sanüsiyya agreed to open a new zQ",;ya in Kufra when asked to do so, on the

one condition that the Zuwayi should stop their tapacious actions.S5 SimiIar

52 Evans-Pritchard, The SaIIIISi, p. 80.

53 Dennis D. Cordell, c'Eastem Libya, Wadai and the Sanüsiya,'~ The JOIInIaI of
Afii&all Histoty, voL 181 t, 1977, p. 29.

54 Ibid.
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• results were obtained after the IsJamization of the Biyedat and Tubu, who

deaeased their attacks on camvans.S6

In dealing with the problems of disputed borders and land owners, the

brothed100d took the '~ aJ-ziiP!Ya"policy or c'endowment for the ZiÎvt)a."51

Disputed areas were designated for the ziiP!Ytis use and the contliet of the

tribes solved tbrough cu1tivating the land together under the supervision of the

.rhtgleh of the ziiP!Ya. This policy worked better than the traditional lihdah or

"tribal horse race" where bordelS were roughly maŒed.58 When this caused

disputes among trlbes, the zaMyas benefited by absorbing it iota the ziiPiya

community's land.

•
5S Despite their wadike and independent chamcteristicst the Zuwiyi soon otrered

alJegianœ 10 the Gund SanûSi who &ad (ounded bis capital in JagbbÜb. Under the
peacefui guidance of the Grand SanuSi and al..Mahdi, the influence of the Saniisiyya
spread fàr, and trade with Central A&ica flourished. See, Ziadeh, SaDifyah, p. 58-59.

56 Conlell, c~astemLibya," p. 29.

•

57 Horeir, SfKiaJaIIliEœtlfJ1/liç Tnzll.!fOf7ll41iOllS, p. 120. Besides, the propetties of the
Sanüsiyya. were gained &om lIItUJt .satkup and &am individual shares. The total lands
belonging 10 the omer amounted ta around 200,000-500,000 hectares in 1919. See,
Evans-Pritchard, The SIlIIIISi, pp. 74-77. Although the tem1 is used interchangeably, /Jamm
may he the coaect one, as the tribe was given the right to continue uri1izing the land that
the lodge itself did Dot develop; tbus the transfer wu Dot as complete as it usually is in a
lIIfIft See, R.S. O'Fahey and Bemd Radtke5 c'Neo-Sufism Reconsidered," in Der bhm 70
(1993), p. 75. See also, Michel Le Gall, "The Ottoman Govemment and the Sanusiyya: A
ReappmisaJ," bdmIatiolltll]fJIInIllIofMùltJIe&stSbItJies 21 (1989), pp. 97-99.

$8 Hoœïr, Sotia/llIIIl EaJ1IOI1Iic TnlIIiftmlllltiollSt p. 120.
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• Marriage was aIso sa tool ofpeace-makin g1 In the case of the Zuwâyi, the

men of the tribe matrled women &om other lineages or, in other words,

women were exchanged among the sub..tribes in arder ta maintlin the peace

agreement This agreement eveotually extended ta fifty-six shtgkhs and applied

in an area of about 900,000 km2 which exteoded &om Ajdabiya to Egypt,

Sudan and Chad S9

A different peace agreement related ta the slave-trade. Duveyrier reports

tbat nomads on the fronUer of Egypt and Tripolitaoia captured a carawn of

slaves &ont Wada'i and that when al-SanÜ8Ï leamed of titis he bought,

instnlete<i and fœed them, finaIly retuming the slaves as missionaries to their

• home1and in Wada'i60

c. Economie Role

The religious aetivities of the .tanfJQ were in reaJity closely intertw.ined

with the commercial putSuits undettaken by the various t~., pursuits which

included trading ptoviding security for srange and. exchange opening

warehouses to goods in transit or awaiting sale, and maintaining the camvan

route. CordeD says that, "the Sanüsiya played a multi-faceted mie in trans-

59John Davis, Libyan Politics: Ttibe tIIUI Revo/lllioll (London: LB. Tamis, 1987), p.

• 184.

60 Duveyrier, 1.4 Co'!fmil, p. 17.
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• Sab,.,.ao commecce during the second hall of the nineteenth centmyo" 61 Al

SanüSi~s involvemeot in trade is seen by Abun-Nase as having been influenced

by .Al}mad Tijirii's ability to combine bis sufi calling with the acquisition of

wealth.62

The involvement of the Sanüsiyya in the Iife of the tribal eommunities

a1so meant that it became deeply involved in the cuavan trade, sinee the new

trade route from Benghazi to Wada'i had heen opened up by the Zuwiya

talle.63 This route was the most important culturally and perhaps also

commetcially ofail the desert aossings.64 And after the ttaDsfer of the Sanüsiya

• 61 CordeU, "Eastem Libya," pp.. 21-36. Howevet, a leader of Chemidour, of the
Tubu population in Sahara, saw the penetration of the .tm7qa as having notbing to do
with commerce, but rather with education. See, Triaud, La ùgnttJe Noin de laS~
vol. 1, pp. 445-447.

•

62 It is known tbat the Gmnd SanüSi was in Fez in 1814 (see, D.S. MargoJiouth,
~'Sanusi," in E"qelopa«/ia t( ReJi6tm au Elbia, xi, p. 194), that he came under the
influence of Al]mad al-TIjini and received instruction &am him; and tbat he was
probably initiated mto the TIjiniyya older, see, Jamil M. Abun Nasr, Tht Tiitlll!1Ya: A SIIji
Orderi" a ModmI World (Oxfo1d: Oxford University Press, t 965), p.. SO.

M The ttibe conqueted Kufta about 1840. See, Ziadeh, Saaiiyah, p. 58-59. It is
also mentioned in this book hat theœ were four ancierat trade routes connecting central
Africa and the Meditemu1ean: the 6rst, the westemmost route, wu &am Tunbuktu to

AIgetia; the second, fmm Kano in Nigeria, Ain to Gbadames and Tunis; the~ the
eastemmost route, from Chad Homu and Wada'i, tbrough Ttbesti Mountains and to the
coast ofTripoli; and Jasdy, ~the Garamantean Road", from the Libyan desert, to the Dad>
e1·Ami'io, Darfur in eastem Sudan to the Nile near Asyut in Egypt.~ Ziadeh, p. 58.

64 Nachtigal, SaIJam a"'" StIÔa1I, appendix, p. 398 taken &am Boahed,
Bri/ai1l.....Sabtml•••SIll1a1l, pp. 109-110.
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• headquarten &am JaghbUb ta Kufra in Central Sudan, the expansion of the

ordet and the gmwth of ttade reached its peak under al-Mahdi.6S

The zaMytlS, leaders and membet:s of the Sanüsiyya ag.tin pl2yed a

signifiant role in this long-distance trade. ZiMyas were estabJished at the

intersection of local, and along the trans-Saharan, ttade routes,66 whereas

leaders of the Sanüsiyya controned commercial affairs; coUeeted toUs &om

caravans and conducted trade on behalf of the zœ,.;yas.67 Sorne even became

traders themselves.68 Among the Sanûsiyya's jleJnpan, for instance, the Majabra

•

•

ofJalo and the Zuwiya of Cyrenaica were the tribes most active in the trade.

The Zuwiyi, who lived in Ajdabiya and the central Sahacm oases, ttaded with

and taxed merchants USÎ11g the Saharan route, e.g. the AwjiJa and JalO.69 While

competition between the two wu fierce, according to Hasanayn Bey, the

65 Comell, ~'EastemLibya," p. 28.

66 Evans-Pritehatd, The SIRIIISi, pp. 14-16 and Ziadeh, SaIIiifJfIh, p. 113.

61 Cotdell, ~astemLibya," p. 32.

61 Duveyrier, 1..4 Cot(1iri1M~, p. 154.

69 John Davis,~ PolitiI:s: Ttiw lZIIIl RnoItdio" (London: LB. Tauris, 1987), pp.
184-185.
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Maiahm won the reputation of being the greatest traders of the Libyan desert,

whiIe the Zuwiyi gained the greatest influence with the SanUsi family.70

In Wada'i, t,i1J1yas were founded at Jabal Mam1 and Abeche, and a

school established in NimtO, an important trade depot71 In Datfur, ~i1J1yfJS

weœ established at al-Fasher, Bir Ali in Kaoem and at Faya, "Ayn GaJakka• The

second headquartets of the brothethood at Jaghbüb (1856-1895) wu located

where the routes to Egypt, Nubia and Ambia came together.72 Kofra (1895-

1899 and 1902-end of wu with the ItaIians) was at the center of the tnns-

Sahatan route. Qürii or Qim in Bodm (1899-1902) lay on the main route

lin kio g the Benghazi-Wada'i road with the Kanem-Bomu route.73

In Kufi2, merchandise &am the port ofTtipoli and the Sahaan interior

wu exchanged - ostrich feathetS, ivory, indigo-dyed clotb, hatdwue, sugu, tea,

dmgs, perfumes, silk and beads and slaves.'4 Libya's chief trading pattnet'S at

70 C'While the Majabras are the (rtoeat tl'aders of the Libyan desert; the Zwayas
have aIso their daims to prominence. The rivalry between the two tribes is always
present under the surfilee and occasionaIly it flashes forth ioto the light. Theœ is some
envy of the Zwayu by ail the other ttibes of Cyreoaïca because the man second in
importance to Sayed Idris amoog the Sanussis is AH Pasha el Abdia, who is a Zwayi."
Hassanein Bey, TI. Lut Oa.rts (London: Thomton Butter\V~1925), p. 98.

71 Coale1l, "Eastern Libya," p. 31.

72 Ibid.

73 Ibid.

74 CotdeU, "Eastem Libya," p. 32.
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the time were England, the Ottoman Empire, Fmnce, ltaly, Austria, T,misia,

Gennany, Be1gium, Egypt, the USA and sevenl other countries. Italy and

Eoglaod were perhaps the most active of ail. Having enjoyed prospetity during

the Ku&a period (1894-1912), the Sanüsiyya's commercial fortunes declined

after the French attacked the caravan toutes in Chad, and especia1ly after

hostilities between AClbs and Italians emerged in Cyrenaica and forced the

caravan ttade to move elsewhere in the caunay.
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Cbapterrn

RESPONSES TO COLONIALISM

This cbapter deals with the Sanüsiyya's ŒSÏst2nce to lta1ian colonialism,

which lasted &001 1911, when the lta1ian militaty invaded Libya, to 1932, when

the Sanüsiyya's resistance wu effectively eoded. In tbis chapter 1 will

concentrate less on naaatiog the bistoty of this resistance, and more on

inteqnetiog its chameter and motivations, taking ioto consideration aD the

elements tbat contributed to the process. Ta do SO, 1 will focus in tom on the

background of resistance; the resistance itself; and the mIe ofSanüsiyya leaders

such as Sayyid Al].mad Shaàf (1873-1933), Sayyid MulJammad Idt1s (1890

1983), and CUmar al-Mukhtir (1862 -1931).

A. Background ofthe Resistance

The political background of Libya in the colonial em bas been sketehed

in the fitst chaptet. In this section, the discussion tums to the reasons why Italy

decided to annex Libya and why the Sanüsiyya saw ltaly as a thteat that had ta

he œsisted.

The reasons why Italy put into effect the ambitious "Fourth Shore"

proj~ and annexed the counay by the end of 1911, were varied. Rome was
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• driven in these citcumstances by political, economic, demographic, geographic,

military, historical, ideological and even civilizational factors. t For the ltalian

prime minister Pascoli, Libya was the answer to Italys demogmphic crisis, a

vast land which, for emigrants, would be (Ca continuation of their native land,"

rendered even more famiJiar by building the necessaty infrastructure. "Always

seeing our trico1or on high, stkred by the immense tIKobbing ofour sea." 2

PascoIi aIso believed that ltaly had a tenitotial right to Libya because of

their geographical proximity and because of tbeir shared Roman heritage. (We

were there akeady,"3 was bis view, seeing in Roman imperial histOty the

justification behind reclaiming a piece of Italy's heritage. This feeling of

• historical destiny had been expressed by Mazzini many decades ea:dier, in 1838,

tmee years after Tripoli had become a Turkish vi!LgIt. ('North Africa will retum

to ltaly. It has been ours once, and it must he ours again," .. said Corudinï, and

in describing the potential of Tripolitania and Cyrena.ica he also stated that

these two tegions ((are alI that remains ta us as hein of the empire which Rome

1 For more details on the civilizationa1 goals of the Italians see Paolo de Vecchi,
lta!1's Civi6~,,1. Missioll ÎII Afnça (New York: Brentano, 1912).

2 Claudio G. Segrè, Ftlllfth S/xm.· tht ltalitm Co!IJIIÏ~1I of Libytl (Chicago: The
UoivemityofChicago Press, 1974), p. 22.

•
3 Ibid.

.. Charles Lapwortb, TripfJ/i att4 YotIIIg 111l{y (London: Stephen Swift and Co., Ltd.,
1912), p. 81.
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estabJished on the African coast"S Luigi Fedeaooi, a natiOO2list, stated even

more ominously in an ann01mcement in 1909 that "the new Italian genet2tion,

possessing the consciousness of its historie mission, cannot be other than

natiOO2listie and imperiaJistic." 6

Seen as '7..4 ttmlPnJ1J1USIl, JJ the promised land, the land of dreams, Libya

pointed the way to a better future for Italy. 7 Amoog the advantages was

Libya's water supply, which "extended in an uninteaupted layer ftom the

mountains ta the sea." Pahn and fig trees, citrus graves and banana plants fiUed

the land "Iike a full-bodied witte." 8 Strategie ports with links ta Africa and the

Meditemlnean, Tripoli and Benghazi were in a position to tmnsship goods

• &am the main ttms-Sahamn trade routes ta Europe and vice versa. The people

were repœsented as an enoanous resaUtte and a potential labor force ta

support ltaly: "The comfottahle prasperity of a mee of pastoral workers and

industrial cmftsmen will provide a more œliable element of support, bath

material and spiritual, ta the homeJand in the strenuous future that lies befOl'e

5 Segrè, FfJII11h S/xm, p. 25.

6 William C. Askew, BtmJpe """ lta{y's .Açqllisititm ofLi~ 1911-1912 (Durham,
North Carolina: Duke University Press, t 942), pp. 25-26.

•
7 For more on tbis Pl'Oject to 1940 &om its beginning, see Martin Moore, FOIIrlh

Sbm: ltalitzll Mars ColollitfllitJ1l t!fl..iI!Ja (London: George Roudedge & Sons, Ltd., t 940),
and Segrè" FfJIII1h Shotr, which extends the survey to 1958/59.

8s~ Fomth SI:xm~ p. 24.
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• it." 9 Giuseppe Piazza, an ltalian correspondent in Tripoli described them as

'1rindly, peaceful, mendly."tO The c1imate was cCvery healthfuI," blessed '~th

temperatures simiIu to those in Sicily."tt

ltaly's politicaJ, milïtaty, economic and cultural interest in Libya was

emphasized by Crispi (1887-1896), a dominant figure in ltalian politics, who

admitted the political and military signifiance ofNorth Africa and wamed that

ltaly could not aIlow any power who might some day be her enemy to occupy

terrltmy in that region.12 The Socialist Labriola, in responding ta the

condemnation voiced by Geanan socialists against ltaly said, c'There rarely bas

been a war in wbich 'capitalism' played so smaII a part, in which the

• oVe1:WheJrning, urgent reason was so purely political.,,13 Many ltalians believed

9 Lapworth, Tripoli lJIId YOtmgI~ p.140.

10 Segrè, FOIIdh ShoR, p. 24.

tllbid.

•

12 Pagliano, La Libia, 1, p. 28. in Askew. p.15

13 Lapworth, Ttipo/i (lII(/ Yotmg IfIl!y, p. 78. Lapworth also œmarked tbat it \VaS not
basically based on any econo-capita1ism factor, but rooted in a poJitical aspect :

"It is tme that Libya is not so frujtful and prosperous as of old, and that, so
far as we know, theœ is no fabulous wea1tb ofgold and diamoods to he obtained,
which, accordiog to the pecuIiar logic of some critics, would have given the wu a
perfectly moral justification. But the &ct only serves to strengthen the contention
that Italy was mged on by political necessity, and not by greed of get..rich-quick
capitalist.» Ibid.~ p. 139.

But in fàct Lapworth in fact contradicts here what he stated in the pœvious paragraph
and in many other places of the same wade, e.g. p. 164.

That economic interests provided the major incentive for the conquest bas been
critici2ed by McCluœ~ 'CA remarkable feature of much foreign comment upon the
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that Gennany or sorne other power might c1aim Tripoli uoless ltaly aeted; thus,

Giolitti (the It2Iian Premier 1911-1914) declared, "ifwe bad not gone to Libya,

sorne otber power would have done so either for political or economic

t'casons.,,14 This of course was a matt~ of national security and defence,15 and

maintenance of the common interests ofBritain and ltaly in the Mediteaanean.

Another &etOt was national politics: Federzoni wrote to Mussolini in April

t 927 a memomndum in which he stated: "the coIonization of Libya must be a

means more than an end: it must allow us to place a few hundred thousands of

our cO\U1ttymen there who will make a part of A&ica's Meditemlt1ean shores

ltalian in faet as weU as in Iaw. A problem ofcolonial politics in that its solution

• is the only means to guatantee our defioitive possession; and a problem of

foreign poÜcy."t6

The It2Iian colonization of Libya which aetually got undetWay between

1886 and 1911, and wbich encountered strong resistaoce &am local powers

situation is to he found in the suggestion that the Tripoli enterprise is the result of a
sudden, uoreasooing land-hunger- a greed for ccoJonies~and cempire'- which bas recendy
beset the Italian nation." See, McQuœ, p. 3. This statement chaJIenges Lapworth's idea
that economy was not the main factor and argues as wen that it wu not the sudden
conquest, c'Italy bas been charged with undue pœc:îpitancy, but if the conquest was ber
onIy motive, then her gunboats aaived off the Tripolitan coast much too late; some of
h~ p.resent moral mentors had CCgot there fUst." Lapworth, TriptJli IIIIdYotmg lta!1. p. 159.

•
14 Askew, EIIf'tIjJ6, p. 45.

IS McOure, p. 14 quoted from A. Bmnialti, L'lIa&;, t la QutstitJ1le Coltmiale,
published in 1885.
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• (particuJady the Sanüsiyya), wu deeply ~ed by ideological and socia-

economic motivations. 17

Meanwhile, Italian nationalists, a small but influential group, exerted

p:essuœ of their own. They demanded_that a more active foreign policy be

pmsued, beginning with the annexation ,o~ Tripolitania. Theit founQer, Enrico

Coaadini,. wrote for the R(gno, a nationa1ist revîew, an article published in 1903

which sounded the "mt ~attle cry of the nationalists.'~ A new and miIi~t

•

•

patriotism was echoed by two other -nationalists: F~eâgo Gadanda in bis La

Inta ltalia (1903) and Mario MOlaSSO in bis. L'impnialitmo '"/ .tIÇfJIo XX (1905).18

In the followiDg yeats, Corndini kept emphasizing that Italy needed colonies ,

fo~ ~o~ands of immigmnts; he voiced'his support for an imperiaJistic palicy,
-. .

and declated that NOrth· A&ica· should be the locus of this' imperiaJistic

endeavot'. He urge({ nationalists to force the govemment to go to Tripoli. t9

The first c~ess of the nationalists demanded that the govemment

observe Tripoli Ot' capture it befote the much demed ltalian occupation could

he e(fected, a demaitd' that wu to shape public opinion.20 Under the leadership

\6 Segtè, p. '65.

17 Ali Abdullatif' Ahmida, TIM M4/UIIg tfMotilm~. Sttm FOI1IIIlIit»I,û~
t»UJ IùsÎJ'ItlIIa, 18JO-19J2 (Albany, New Yorlc siJNY, 1994), p. 104.

11 Askew, Etmp, pp. 24-25•

19 Ibid.
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• of nationalists in the Parliament, public Opinionwu whipped up to a patâotic

entb.wriaSfD and finaIly, to \Var witb the Turks.
. .

A different view was put forwa.rd by the Socialist deputies in the

parliameot. lbey·insisted tbat Tripoli had no signifiant value and that it was

one of the poorest. countries in the wodd. Italian womeft could not live theœ, :

and ta attempt its colonizati~would be to convert Tripoli mto a vast Italian

burial ground Leone Caetani, an Italian deputy and a SociaIist, denied dut the

Banco di Roma represented the inteœsts of ltaly in the provinces.21

Meanwhile,. :"Guïcc:iardiJ:û, another -soc:iaiist and the· eoŒter,f~ minisœr,
. ". ..

wamed tha~ Italian interests were suffeJ:iiJg whiIe othee nations took advaomge
. .

• of the sitUation.22 MussOiini cixptessed liimseIf in the strongest teans when he

said: C~very hOnest SOdalist must disappmve of this. Libyan adventute. ·It

means miIr useless and stupid bloodshed."23 Yet, the _Socialists) and the

Repubii~'oPPo~ti~~Wu never œalIy influenc~d ltaJian lK!licy.

a~y, ltalY.ha4 a1ready begun ~-Profit &am its involvemeot in Libya_

in economic, socîai ~d f,t;liÛcaÏ tenDs. Th~ èCQll~ ~f Italy, one of the gœàt

p·owea in· Europe at the end the. nïneteeitth century and the beginnin-g 'of the
1 • •

m AsJœw, BMnp, p. 26.

•
21.Askew, Etmp, p. 43.

2Z Askew, Etmp, p. 42

23~, BlI1i1Je, p. 59.
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• twentietb,-WU one ofthe &stest growing in the wodd24 Impotts had inaeased

243 per cent ove!: this period, while exports bad developed by a margin of 224

per cent Agriculttue and industries too had grown signi6antly. Yet the tich

land ofLibya, with its valuable minecds _~ch as phosphate, sulphut, imn, zinc,
. .

lead and its other comiDoditieS snch as sandstone and salt,2S was still not fuIly

exploted. In addition, exports. of cattle,sheep, esparto, &ponges, olive oïl,

ostrich feathers, dates, skins, wool, eggs, old silver, butter, matting, henna, etc.,

'. .

transPorted by car.Lvan trade ftom the interiot' of A&ica ta Tripoli and

BenghaZi, were reported to he of the value of 9,485,000 ~es, while imp~s
o 0

amounted. to 11,892,000 lite .by 1912. England and ltaly- were leading importers _
o _

• of Hour, .ace, sugar. cottofÎ goods,tea. and olive oiI. Giveo, moœover,· the

caa.van tmde and the potei1tial deve10pment fOl' the hinterland, Tripoli:'s value 0

wu 50 temarbblé tlUt it wu identified as cCone of the richest tra.de centen in

othe world.,,26 G. Rohlfs, an explorer in Tti~Jitmia and Crrenaica, was moved

ta s~y, "Later 1~ take.oif upon ~yseIf to -prove that he who possess~ tbat

•
24 Aske\v, Btmp, p. 23~

25 The salt supply aIoog the coast ofCyrenaica wu 'said ln be enougb to salt the
whole of~ Bee, Lapwortb, Ttipo61l111lYotmg 114/1, p. 164•

26Lapw~TtiptJ/i IlIIIlYtJilllg1.l4/1, p. iS9.
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• countty will be the mastes: of·the Sudan.27 For me, the pos~essionofTunis bas

not a tenth part the value ofTripoJi.,,28

When .Italy begm fàcing pft>blems of social demogmphy, seeing its

populatiOn increase in tact from 26,801,154 in 1876 to 35,845,C?48 by 1911, and
. .

with emigration. riSing &om approxima~y 100,000 in 1875 to 651,475 in

1910,29 its inclination Was ta tum to LibyL While ber.tight ta Tripoli had been

acknoWledge4· . fut many yeats by ... England .and Fnnc~·.Tmkets

mismanagement of Tripoli provided yet another argument for an aggressive

colOniaJ . policy. trTutkey seaned· not 'only .indifferent .bUt a~erse ta
.- . .

improvements of any kind, ·apparendy nct wishing to encoumge. eithet aative

• QI: foreign interests.~ attftc:ting~tioD·to the~... 30

However, Italy's policy ofpeaceful penetration adopted in the eady part

of ·the twentieth cen~ as an alternative to the aaned conê:{uest.. ofTripoli was

n~er vert succeSsfuL The Itidim. cOntention wàs. dût ·peaceful peQetta~on had .

ri Manfredo Campedo, an.It2lian eçloret~otrav~ in Tripolitaoia (1879) and
Cyreuaïa (1881) aJsO eXpœssed ~i."SeIF·~tlyil "whoeverpos~ these lands will
domiDate the. uade "(rom theS~~Howeyet, sinee the intervention of the British and
Fœach in the hinterland,.the tmos-Sàhaœn~e haddec6ned damaticaD.Yand sbiftéd. to
othee routes. See, Segre, p. 27. _.

•
a Lapworth, T,;p06 iIiIIJY-.lJ41, p. 159..

29 Askew', Etmp, pp. 23-24.

30 Charles Wellington FudoOg. TIN GiIGrg:1tJ SIlhtml: OIJsrmztimu tIIIIl Bxpri1l«S ;"
TfÏJHJli (New York: Charles Scdb~er's Sons, 19(9), p.294.
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• &11ed ,aodthat, umed c:onquest had become necessuy because the Tmks
. .

diseriminated against every enterprise. Althougb the Turks ·insisted on theü:

wiDinguess to gmnt Italy a shuè in the economic life of Tripoli, the Ita1ians

demanded a full and ptivileged position.31

Italy bègan prepautions for the c:Jécupatioo of Tripoli in:~August 1911.

-- .
An ultimatum was given to Tw:key by. Italy on September 28, 1911.32 Turkey

wu 'acc:uSed-of systematic_ oPPositi~ tri every Italian inteœst in Tripoli!3 and

WU given twenty hours to answer the ultimatum. Tw:key's UlS\Vet wu prompt.

and con~1iatory"An hOstility :to ltalian iO~ests 8Înce the advent 'of the Young

Tmk œgime wàs denied. ~ere_ i1o.~t_ta ri"lian s or other foreigners" in

• Tripoli. Ooly <Jnetliulsporthad beei1 Sent, and nosoldien weœ onboud.

Tm:key asked what gaiaàPtees ltaly desired an~ indicated 'tbat ail d~ds
. .' .

wotild-be-~téd if they did- not' affect the integdty of the provinces.34 ltaly

refused -ta accept the Turkish'1:epiy andde~wu on Tw:kq at 2:30 pm. on

•

31-~,E~, p. 27.

32 The full text of ultÎma:tum may _he round in Sir Thomas Batclay, The T",.
ItaJiaII War.IIs Ptob"~oo: Coostab~·Sc Co., Ltd.,.1912), pp. 109-110.

31 After~ YomJg T~.came 10~ in ~buitinop1eby.1908i teDsioos 
between.~e ~utb and theoJtaJjâns~. Theœ.W'IS oppositioil tuI~ eotelprises,
refusais . tO. carq On n01mal œ1atiOlis with the -'JtaIian~ œstâctioas on' the. _
acq~tion of- Jaod'by Intians. in TripOli, persecution of ltalians in ° Tripoli, .ete. See,
.Aikéw, pp. 3G-31. .

34~YJ TbI Tlm:O-lta&a Fm; pp.ltt..tl2.
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• September 29, 1911. In anticipation of war, ltaly had amassed 824,000,000

&ancs sufficient to finance the wu ovec a yeu.35

B. Responses to Colonialism

L Response8 ofthe Librm People

The response of Ltbyans to the peaceful penetration of their land by

ltaly generally took one of two foans: there were those who sought to

coopemte with the Italians and those who refused to do so. The first group saw

•

•

"alliances with the colonial state as the safest means to protect theù authority

and Ï1lterests.,,36 This group resided mainly Ut cities and coastal areas and its

members were for the most part merch2nts or businessmen.37

Unable to maintain their economic and political independence due to the

Cact dut competition among local tribes, on the one band, and between local

powets and foreign powers, on the oth~ wu so intense, local ttaden felt

obIiged to ally themselves with colonial Ï1lterests. In addition, the ltalians tried

to approach them through many avenues: briberyJ positiOJ1s, protection, etc.

~ Lapworth, Tripoli tlIIll YDdg lta!J, p. 35.

36 Ahmida, The MaJ:i1l& p. t 16.

37 As mTripolitania, most of the coastal utban population in Cyœoaica aUied
itself with Italians. This was due to the &ct tbat they bad oo1y weak ries with the
hinterland durlng the nineteenth century. On the other hand, the interior, which
remained under the influence of the Sanüsiyya, resisted.
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• Large meechants, especWly those affiliated with the Banco di Roma, for

example, MusJim merehants like the Muntasir clan,~ and Jewïsh merchants Iike

the Halfuns fàmily, collaborated with ltaly in an effort to proteet their

economic interests. Hassuna Qaramanli, for example, received a subsidy of

4,000 lire a month and after the invasion W2S appointed Vice-Mayor of

Tripoli.39 These Ltbyans not oo1y assisted It2lian economic and cultmal

interests in Tripoli City, but also helped the It2lian aany to exert its control

ovet' the city.40 Arab chiefs were often employed to purchase horses from the

•

•

moes at bigh priees, in an effort to "damage the war-malring ability of the

hinterland tribes.,,..t In an effort aimed at co-opting the Sanüsiyya in particular,

ltaly used Mohammad Elui Bey, an Egyptian who had more than once

rendered services ta the Italian govemment, to establish connections with the

31 By the lare summer and fa1l1912, the ltalians bad occupied Mismt1h, Gbaryan
and Zwaa.h. and through the Muntasir family they extended their influence into sût and
the Fazzan. CUmar Pasha, pattiarch of the family, bad been '1- 1IIIlIJQ1/I of Skt and bis
son, Salim held the same position in Misratab. In Gbaryan, they held administrative
positions. Supported by the ltalians, the family regain their prominence from the Turks.
See, Lisa AndeJ:Son, Stak ad Soeia/ TnutifOf'lllalio1l ill TlI1IiM ad U!?J1a, 1830-1980
(Princeton, NewJersey: Princeton University Press, 1986), pp. 189-190.

39 The Banco di Roma often sold produets for Jess than bad been paid for them.
This fact obviously 100 Hassuna to support the ltalians. See, Askew, p. 28. This wu one
of the attempts, tbrough bribety, to get supports from the indigenous population, a faet
tbat alaaned al-Baruni and A~mad a1-Sha.àf: See, Horeir, SocitzJ au Et'IJ1IOl1Iic
TrtlIIJjonItIItill, p. 292.

40 Ahmida, TheMalUlI& pp. 108-109.

41 Horeit', S«ia/t»IIlEaJ1IfJI1IÏç TnutiffJl7lltllio1l, p. 21 t.
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• the Islamic University of Caïro.42 cAli ibn cAbd al-Raljim W2S also œported to

have reached a compromise with It2lian authorities through the Banco di

Roma·3

Those belonging to the second group, on the other band, were for the

most part &om mtal areas, especiaIly the talles of the interior. These rejected

collabomtion with ltalian penetmtioo, wisbing instead to maintain their

economic and political independence. In &et, there were three different groups

involved in resisting ltalian penettation: the Sanüsîyya order, the Tripolimoian

republic, and the tribal confederations. The Sanüsiyya sought to ~1Ïot2in

control over Cyrenaica and the hinterland, the Tripolitanians ovet" their own

teaitoty, and the interior tulles, Jike those of Gibla and Syrtica, the Awlid

Sulaymin, the Tuaregs, and most of the Atabs of Wada'i aI-Shatti, over the

regions in which they were settled.

2. The SanUsiyya'. Response8

Genemlly, the attitude of the Sanüsiyya towuds foreign penetration was

manifested in three ways: avoidaoce, cooperation and resistance. There W2S no

•
41 Hoœir, StJtia/llIIIlBœ1lfNlliç TtrDlSjômlfllioll, p. 211.

42 Askew, EtmJpe, p. 42•

43 Hoœir, S0ti4/Il''''EœlltJllliç TnlIISfOfllllllitJ", p. 29:\.
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• strict chronology to these tIuee œspooses, although the fttst œsponse wu

more common in the eady period of the Saniisiyya's existence when they felt

the pressure ofwestem and Tudâsh forces in their vicinity. RetlJming &am the

I:Iijü in t 840, al-Sanüsï decided ta enter Mustaghanim, AJgeria, bis own

homeland, but he was not aIlowed to do so by the French, who feared tbat he

would joïn forces with the Amir 'Abd al-Qadir in A1geria's tesistance.<U

Ped1aps this incident 100 al-SanUsi ta establish a distance between himself and

"the enemy," although what he meant by ccme enemy" was still undefined.

•

•

Sanûsi's expression for this was, "seveo waJIs between us and the enemy of

Allah." 4S On another occasion he said, "evety MusIim must be ready fol" the

con&ontation.'~Taken togeth~ the two statements imply that the arder was

to prepare in isolation for "necessaJY actions" if the situation required it.

Another example of the stmtegy of maintaining a distance was the

establishment of the first SanUSi zaMya, al-Bay~, on the high land between

Dema and Benghazi, where it wu CCeasily defended and difficult to access." 47

Located seveml hundred miles &am Tripoli, it maintained a considerable

.... B.G. Martin, MRsIim BnJtherhoot/s ;11 NiMtemth ÛllfIIry Africa (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1976), p. 10S.

.cs Hoœir, StNia/llIIIlEtfJfIOIIIiç Tma(tmIIIlIioll, p. 221.

46 Ibid.

.7 Martin, MIlS&. BnJtherboods. p. 106.
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• dist2nce &001 Ottoman policy-makers who might have otheN'Ïse taken notice

of the brothedtood. The arder a1so moved its~a&om Kanem, wheœ it had

won great influence among the AwJid Sulaymin tribe between 1895 and 1899;

this ttaflsfer wu followed by the Saniisiyya's withdmwal &om Bodm and

Tibesti. In the year 1895, al-Mahdi removed bis seat &om JaghbUb to Kufm,

again in order to preserve the arder &om Turkish inteNeOtion.48 Strict policies

with regard ta foreign explorers were applied "ta preserve their independence

and resist penetration by colonial influences"J49 since explorers sometimes

•

•

misundentood the omer to he a faoatical sect, as evidenced by Fudong's

statement: '~e Senusi weœ the most powerful and fmatical sect in Islam." 50

It wu the Fœnch.threat from Chad and beyond, made more serious by

the capture of the Saniisiyya"s camvan routes leading &omB~ Niger,

Kanem and Wada'i towards Libya, that finally convinced the Sanüsiyya to put

thei.r differences witb the Turks aside and join forces against the French. After

having refused for yeus to accept Tutkish representatives in Kufm, in 1908 the

41 B.A.V. de Caodok; The Lift llIIIl TÏIJrU t(Kmg Idris t(Li~ (London: Mohamed
ben Gbalbon, 1990), p. 10.

49 CandoJe, TIJI Iift ad Ti11Iu, p. t 1.

50 Certainly apt 10 desaibe the brotherhood onder the second leader., al-Mahdi al
Sanœ. See, Fudong. The Gtzta"g, p. 93.
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Saniisiyya welcomed them in the interest of gaini.ng their protection.St

However, Turkey could onIy provide a token force to protect such distant

boundaries and Sayyid~ Sh2:àfwas forced to tom to Lord Kitchener, the

British agent and consul general in Egypt 1911-1914, since the French had

akeady taken Bomu and Tibesti, inchJding Qum and Wajanga, and had neady

reached Ku&a. The British intervened to stop the French at Sayyid AJ,mad

Shaiif's request, and finaI1y the French withdrew to Tekm, on the Libya-Chad

border, in 1910. According to Candole, author of a biography of Sayyid

M~ Idàs, the foutth Chief of the~ and later King of Libya, these

were aetually the fiat contacts between Britain and the Sanüsiyya (contraty to

cJaims that these ooIy occured up to the 1940s when Sayyid Mubammad Idas

went into exile in Egypt).

The policy of resistance may be traced back to the leadership of the

second Chief of the arder, al-Mahdi ai-SanUSi, and to the year in 1902, when

the Sanüsiyya were defeated by the French and forced to leave zàtvljoBi'r ~AIaIi

in Kanem. On the death of Sayyid al-Mahdi six months late!, bis position

devolved upon Sayyid .Al)mad Shaàf: The latter was in Kufra in 1911 when

Italy declared wu on Turkey, and he decided to hold a meeting, attended by

51 Candole, The Lift _Il Timu, pp. 16-17.
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members ofbis council and by many importult i/eh1IIatl and adherents.52 Some

of them seemed hesitant to begin a new war given that they had just finished

fightiog one against the French and weœ now facing the ltalians, who had

akeady defeated Turkey. They fdt tbat their chances of winning were small,

and that the ltalians could eut off any aid that might he forthcoming from

other Islamic nations.53 But Sayyid~ al-Shaàf spoke to them forcefully,

and ttied to banish their thoughts of defeat by reading Quéanic verses

concemingjihad ta them. He emphasized thatfthad was a duty that had to be

caaied out œgudless of the difliculties or the power of the kMjfâr.SIt FinaIly, as

Harar tells us, he announced, CCI swear to AJmighty .AlJih that 1 will 6ght them,

even if 1 must do it alone armed ooIy with my staf"f:" The meeting adjoumed,

after haVÙ1g dedared a jihâti on Januaq 23, 1912; &am that point onwards

Sayyid .A1)mad began leading the Sanûsiyya's resistance movement.

c. The Sanüsiya Resistance: Roles ofthe Leading Saniïsiyya Leadets

During the Saniisiyya resistance, both Sayyid .A1)mad Shaiif and CUmar

al-Mukhtâr served as commandees in the field, while Sayyid lems aeted as the

52 Horeir, SO&iaJQIII/ Eœ1UJ11li& TnmgOl7lllllioIl, p.224.

51 Horeir, Sotia/aIIIlEtOIII1I1Ik T1'llIIifOl7lllllioIl, pp. 224-225.

54 Ibid.
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• chief negotiator. Furthean~ the emergence of CUt'DH al-Mukhtü alter

Sayyid A1)mad Shatif proved the close and powerful social ties between the

Sufi ord~ and the tn"bes. ldiis~ on the otber band, maintained the view tbat

only through negotiation could Iibyans reach independence.

1. The Role ofSayyid A'lmed Sbirif(1873-1933)

Sayyid A1Jmad Shiri~ the son of Sayyid Mlll)am mad Shaàf and the

gmndson of al-SaoüSi, W2S the thitd leader of the Sanüsiyya. According to

•

•

Evans-Pritchard, he wu cCa man of medium height, stout, for an Atab on the

dadc: side, with a tian and deteanined &ce adomed with a small moustache,

close-cut whiskers on the upper jaw, and close-cut beard." 5S He was then in bis

forties. Moteover, he wu headstrong, unpredietable in bis judgements and

impulsive in bis actions. He wu besides proud, quarrelsome, and fanatical. But

he was a good Muslim and a defiant and loyal man, persistent in bis beliefs,

obstinate in upholding bis principles and solemn when defeated.56

Sayyid A~mad Shaties leadership of the oroer extended ovec three

distinct periods: front 1902 ta 1912, when he was confronting the French in

the Sahata; &001 1912 to 1918, when he and bis Bedouin followetS were

55 Evaos-Pritehatd, The SIIIIIISi, p. 132, quoted ftom Admiralty War S~
Intelligence Divisi~ 26 May 1915.

56 Ibid.
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• resisting the Italians and the British in Cyrenaica; and &am 1918~ when he left

the country to go iota exile~ to 1933, when he died at Medina.57

In the mst period, he coIlaborated with the Tudcish and the British in

arder to protect Kufm from French aggression. In the second period, however,

Sayyid Al)mad Shaft{ found himself opposed to both the British and the

ItaJians. The British he attacked at the instructions of the Ottoman Sultan and

the latter's German allies. His appointment by the Sultan as the Govemor of

Tripolitania in July 1915 made it difficult for him to refuse. But he may have

•

•

been misled on several points. For one thing he was told that he would he

supported by the Awlid cAli tribe, that the Central PowetS could win the wu

then nging in Europ~ and that the wu with the British would he on a small

scale.S8

Yielding to Ottoman persuaston the Sayyid asked bis fol1owers in

Cyrenaica, Chad, and the westem Egyptian desert to resist the Btitish, in spite

ofbis reluctance.S9 He was deeply aware this decision would eut offmost ofhis

51 Evans-Pritchatd, The SIlIUISi, p. 27.

58 Evans-Pritchard, The StlIIIISi, p. 127.

59 His reluC12nce was also reflected in two interviews on the fronrler with
Bimbashi Royle orthe Fmntiers Administmtionin November 1914. In these interviews,
he had stated that the concentration wu "not aimed at distulbiug the &ontiet' but solely
directed against the ltalians~"Evans-Ptitchatd, p.l25. He some1imes œgœtted bis haIf
heartedness Iater in life, as he said, "Sometimes it occurs to me tbat 1 was wmng ta heed
the cali from Istanbul, seventeen years ago•••Was Dot that perhaps the beginning of
death Dot onIy for Umar but for ail the Sanusi? But, how could 1 bave done otberwise
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• supplies ·which were obtained across the Egyptian frontier. Nevettheless, Sayyid

AIpnad ShatÏf finaIly attacked the British in late 1915. Although, the Sanüsiyya

had initial success in the desert war, they were eventually defeated by the

British whose forces were &r superioc in number, ie., 60,000 troops as

compared to the Sanüsiyya's 20,000. They were forced to leave Egypt and weœ

"left neady starved in Syrtica,J60 Furthermore, they were probibited &ont

enteting Cyœnaïca. Finding himself in a difficult situation, the Sayyid left Libya

to go into exile. From 1918 ta 1923, he lived in Istanbul When Attaturk came

•

•

in power, however, and dec1ared Turkey a secular republic, Sayyid Alpnad felt it

was no longer the right place for him. He then left for Ambia, where he Iived

until bis death in 1933. However, even during bis exile between 1924 and 1933,

Sayyid.AlJ.mad al-SIwif still kept in contact with bis fonowers. He would write

letters to the latter, offering them bis support, bis pmyers and bis wi11ingness

to retum ta Cyrenaica to lead thejihatJ.61

when the Caliph of Islam asked me for help? Was 1 right or was 1 foolish? But who,
except, cao say whether a man is rigbt or foolish ifhe follows the caJl ofbis conscience?"
See, Muhammad .Asad, The RIJtId 10 Metal (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1954), p. 366.

60 Ahmida, The MaNIrg, p. 122.

61 "Be diligent in your saaed jihad and stead&st .in coofronting the treaeherous
coemy of AlIab, for the enemy waats ooly to destroy you. Yer, he by the might and
power of ADah wiJl certainly depart from Tripoli. Do not become weak, lose hope or
dispair, fur œliefis at band. 1 am suœly coming to you. My stay in the Hijaz is exc1usively
in your inteœst and .the .inteœst of your country. 1 pledge to you by the mighty and
power ofAlIab, that 1 will shordy he amongst you, and that my being with you will he a
source of joy and bappiness for me•.•" See,H~ Social and Bamo1lli&T~II, p.
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Sayyid Al)mad Sbatif's supporters in Libya, ie., al-Khanili, Hâshim al

ZuwalJi, MuI)ammad 'Abid and fJiliI.62 Mul)ammad al-'Abid served in southem

Cyreoaica in Ku&a, where he based bis command at Fezzan. He was also

involved in the eveots in Tripolitania and orgmized supplY camvans to the

north. His brothen; were active in the north: I-JiIiI opemted mainly in westem

Cyœnaïca, while ~aii al-Dm and 'Ali al-Khanihi were responsible for the north

and the east of that region. According ta Horeir, Sayyid .Alpnad Shaàf's

influence extended not oo1y to Cyrenaica, but a1so œached Tripolitania and

Fezzan through the netwom of the t6M)as.63 He tumed these institutions into

military camps, organizing bis people &am one t,àllliya ta another and

encouaging tribesmen to upholdjihQiJ principles. His rally started in Dema and

Bayda, then moved to the camp ofBua'sa. Befoœ visiting the tiiMya ofMSUS,64

293. "Perhaps someone may say tbat Ahmad (al-Sharif al-Sanusi) seeks .reluation in the
Hijo and tbat he left the country and its people; by Almighty A1Iab, 1 will have no rest
until 1 come to you. If 1 am physically far from you, yet 1 am with ,ou in mind and
action. Do not believe that this sacred struggle is merely as it appears to he; rather in it
there are bidden secrets which you will see with yout own eyes, Allah willing. May Allah,
may He he pmised and eulted, unite me with you soon by the E!Jo.ry of the beloved
pmphet, for Allah heus and answetS••• " IbkI.

62 Zawi, cUIIIIlI" aJ-MMJ:ht4r, pp.38-39. Sayyid c.Ali al-KhaJJib (1888-1918), Sayyid
Mnl}ammad lfilil (1893-1929) and Sayyid Mu~ammad cAbld (1881-1939) were ail the
brothers ofSayyid~ Shaàf.

63Ho~ StNia/œuJEaJ1I(J",;e TnmûOf7lltlJiOll, pp. 241-242.

64 Primarily composed of cAwiqir tribesmen, the~ of Msus was then
established as a temporuy headquarten with a council consisted of "'/ami? and~
heads. The headquarters wu a place where the council reœived .reports &om and
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• he went to the camp of Kam'ba, which wu headed by two 1IItJkJ/s, CUmar al-

Mukhtir and 'Ummn al-Sukur.î. He continued bis mission to the Sulaymin tribe

and established a camp at a1-Shulyzima, whence he 100 a successful attack on

the It2lian forces.

Knowing tbat the tribes had been integmted by Sayyid A~m3d al-S~

ltaly tried to sow discord by giving gifts to merchants and by promising to

recognize and inaease the sht!Jkhr tribal authority. The efforts were ultimately

unsuccessful, however, and even convinced other ta"bes to unite, such as the

•

•

Rasa and CUbaydat tribes wbich for example formed a guerri11a band in 1913.

In recognition ofbis influence, Sayyid .A1)mad al-ShaOfwas proposed as

national leader by Cyrenaican slx!Jkhs, primatily the Jabarinah, '"Awiqù and

Magbaribah, who sent a lettet' dated 1337 A.H. to the deputies of Sayyid

Alpnad in Tripoli and ta numerous tribal chiefs making their wishes for

national unity known.65

suggest.ed solutions ta Z~ heads who couJd 'Qat solve their local problems. The
council then sent a decision ta the PYa head aCter being consulted ID othe.: memben of
the council or even Sayyid AI,mad al-Sbaàf. See, Horeir, SoeitJ/ a11tl E&1JII011Iic
Tnlll.!fomlllli01l, p. 242.

65 Horeir, Sotia/auEÇ(J1I(J",;ç Tm1lifonJltllitJII, p. 245.
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• 2. The Role ofSayyid MuIJammad Idfts (1890-1983)

Sayyid M1J~ammad ldiis, the son ofSayyid MuI}ammad Mahdi, was bom

on 12 March 1890 in Jaghbub.66 He was brought op like other members of the

SanüSi &mily, in an atmosphere of piety and simplicity. His srrong attachment

to bis people led him ta he1p mobilize the omer in its resistance against Italy.

For instance, he helped Sayyid AlJmad Shattf to organize the movement at

Ajdabiya aftet the Tœaty of Lausanne in the early period of their war with

Italy..67 However, unlike bis uncIe who was a talented commander in the field,

•

•

Sayyid Idns's t2lents rao more toward diplomacy. MuI)ammad al-Zuwayy, for

instance describes him as "a good man, but no waaior. He lives with bis books,

and the swonl does Qot sit weil in bis band.~~ 68 ltalian WlÎtets, who are, with

some justificati~ scathing Ïf1 their comments on most members of the

Sanüsiyya family, speak of Sayyid Idm with respect. c'They admit that he was

inteDigent, teJigious, and gifted with a profo\U1d moral sense and poJitical

intuition. He is tian in decisions once he has taken them and keeps bis

promises.,169 The British authority acknowledged Sayyid Idns as a political

66 Mnl]ammad Fuàd Shukà, A/-SIJIIÏÏsiya.. Dn, RI DlDllh (Caim: Dar al-Fikr al
cAmbi, 1948), p.183.

67 Evans-Prichard, The SaIIIISi, p. 155.

68 Asad, The &tJdto Meaa., p. 341.

69 Evans-Pritcbard~The StllllISÎ, pp. 155-156.
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leader who could aet for the whole of bis people in Cyœnaîca. His position

wu of particular signifiance since the tn"besmen wauld onIy maye as a

political unit under a Sanüsiyya leader. Sayyid IdQs prefeaed peace to war and

so he opposed Sayyid .Al}mad al-Shirif's proposal ta attack the British in Egypt.

Sayyid I<his beJieved that it would lead to a disaster for the otder and he was

proven right. When he realized how few troops he had le&, Sayyid Idiis was

thereupon forced to make peace with the British and It2Iians in Libya. During

the period 1911-1932, he negotiated the agreements of Zuwaytina (1916) and

Akmma (1917), the Treaty ofRajma (1920) and the Pact of Bü Muyam (1921),

respectively. These peace agreements were basica1ly "the product of a situation

particu1ady delicate for both," i.e., the Italians and the Sanüsiyya, because both

were exhausted by the omeaL70

The accord of Zuwaytina between the Sanüsiya, the British and ltaly in

1916, had bought no real agreement since the Sanûsiyya and Italy were still

suspicious of each other. Moreovet', the Italians, who made more demands

than the British, were insisting upon the hand-over of It2Iian prisoners and the

disaaning of the Sanüsiyya camps. The failure of the Zuwaytina negotiations

was desctibed by Sayyid Idns himse1fas follows:

"10 Evans-Pritebatd, TheS4IIIISi, p. 145.
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The main diflieulty in reachjng agreement wu a British undercdring. preriously
made in Rome, Dot to come tu temlS with the Senussi without the concwre11œ of
the ltaJians. Our main demand wu for the ports ofSaIlum, Benghazi and Dema
to he opened for tIade without wmch we &ced stuvation. In retum, we weœ
preparai to band over the ltalian prisooers in our bands and expel Turkish
officers in Cyrenaïca. 1 found no difficulty in œaching agœement with the British:
Colonel Calbot, who had~ in theS~ wu a very understanding man.
Brigatani wu much more difJicult and insisœd upon œferring everytbing to the
Italian govemment who œfused to appmve the agœement despite the faet it had
been œached locally. In view of this, it wu impossible for us 10 continue the
negoliatioos and they were bmken off in eady October t 916. The British and
ltalian repœsentatives retomed wheoce they haLl come.71

Sayyid IdDs opened another series negotiarions with the British and the

ltalians in .Aknma by January 1917. The British stipuIated that ail a1Iied and

Egyptian prisoners should he handed over and tbat 00 aaned Sanüsiyya would

remain on Egyptian teaitoty or on the frontier. In retum, the SalIum trade

route wu to he opened for food sbipments &om Egypt ta Cyrenaica, thaugh

ooIy on the condition thar ootbing should CaU into Gennan or TlIrkish bands.

The property of Sayyid Idns in Egypt was to he iospected and the jagbbub

oasis wu to be aclministered by Sayyid ldàs.72 Meanwbile, the ltaliaos should

give recognition to Sayyid ldOs~ political authority over the Tobmk hinterland,

as weB as freedom of trade for the SanüSi tribes with Benghazi, Dema and

71 HAV. de Caudole, The lift allll TÏIIIeS ofKi"g 1dI'is ofI..iI!Ja (London: Mohamed
ben Galboo, 1990), pp. 32-33.

72 De Cando1e, Thl lift lIIIIl TiMu, p. 34.
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Tobrok. The !(.a.gas in It2Iian teaitoty would he œstared to the Sanüsiyya but

Sayyid ldàs had first to disarm bis people.73

In 1919, the provinces ofTripolitania and Cyrenaica weœ separated and

made self-goveming. Nevertheless, when Rama4in SuwayhiIi tried to assert bis

authority over the fonner, the Italians insisted that no Ltoyan W3S able to lead

the province. By the end of 1920, however~ Trlpolitanians had rejected the idea

of ltalian soveœignty, and duee reptesentatives in ltaly's parliament won the

support of opposition parties for official recognition of a fuIly independent

Muslim state in Tripolitania.74

The acknowledgement of Sayyid IdDs as the tmtlr of the autonomous

administeltion of Jaghbub, AujiJa, JaIu and Kufra wu part of the Treaty of

&ajma signed in November 1920 with ltaly. He was also allowed to have bis

own fIag, establish bis own anny and received a monthly aIIowance for himself

and bis family. However, he had ta silence any political and military activity by

bis people.75 Later, the Pact of Bü Matyam -an agreement ta disband the

Sanüsiyya camps in al-Abyar, Taknis, Slanta, .Alœama and MakhiJi as a tirst step

ta disa.nning Cyrenaican tribesmen-was reached; this however did Dot work

73 Ibid.

7. Wright, LiIrJa:A ModmI Hi.rtDry, 40.

75 Candole, Tht Lift lIIId TÏ11RI, p. 39.
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• OUt, since the tnbesmen refused to give up their aans and sutrender ta ltalian

troops. Meanwhile, Sayyid ldàs was &ced witb a dilemma when Tripolimoian

notables proposed him as a potential t:lIIIirofTripolitania even as he was trying

ta keep ta bis agreement with the ltalians. Considering himself in a difficult

position, Sayyid Idns left the country for Egypt. He said,

•

•

At a conference of Tripolitanian notables at Gharian in November 1921,
it WU decided to fom'l a Tripolitanian amirate and offer the Jxg'at (Dath of
AIlegianœ) to me. They asked me to send represent2.tives to Sïrte to discuss the
matter. 1 sent my cousin Safi. al-Dio 10 meet them, at the same rime infonning the
Govemor ofBenghazi. The Tripolitanians repeated their offer for me to become
their Amïr. This put me in an e:xtremely diffieu1t position since while
sympatbising with the Tripolitanians's desire to have an Amb at their head, 1 did
dot wish to compromise my relations with the Italians. 1 theœfore refused to give
a decisioo but asked the ltalian govemmeot fOl' penntssion ta mediate between
them and the Tripolitanians. This request was forceful1y tumed down. The ltalian
govemment fotbade me to take any part in Tripolitanian affairs as they reguded
Cyrenaica. and Tripolitania as two sepatate countries.76

One of the reasoos that he gave for leaving was bis unhappiness and

disappoin1ment with the ïtalian govemment's Jack of &ith regarding Most of

their agreements, the Treaty of Rajma which never worked satisfactorily, being

one example. He wu also concemed about the advances of the Fascists in

Lihya and was unwilling to he aaested undec sum a regime. FinaIly, he felt

himselfunqualified to lead the tesistance in the field77

76 De Candole, The Uft flIIIl TÎ11Its, pp. 41-42.
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• 3. The Role of 'Umar al-Mukhtir

CUmar was bom in 1862 in Batnin, Batqa to a family of the Mini& tribe.

78 His &ther sent him at about the age of 16 to a Sanüsiyya ZiMyll at Jaghbüb~

to leam about Quéan.79 The Saniisiyya leader at that rime, Sayyid al-Mahdi as-

Sanüsi, then appointed mm head of z61PlYa al-Qasiir among the cAbld talle in

Jabal al-Akh4ir for two tem1s.80 He was then shifted to ~iMya CAyn KaIak in

Sudan until bis retum .in 1903 to z6tPiya al-Qasiir in Buqa. However, he was

visiting the Sanüsiyya's zm)a in Kufra when the Iadians lirst attacked Libya in

t 911. On retuming &am Ku&a, he leamed of the seizure of the town of Banü

• Ghizi and he joined a 11II!iibidMII camp in the area. He formed a group of these

1JI,gi'hitIM" and pœpared to launch an attack against the Italians, sorne of them

moving to Rajma, and others to Baoilanab, which is around 20 km. &001 Banü

Ghizi. They were on the point of attacking the Italians when Sayyid .Al)mad al-

Shan*: the spiritual and milituy leader of the Sanüsiyya, appeaœd in Dema in

n Ibid., p. 44.

78 Tahir al-Ziwï. 'U1IItIr td-MMIUJt8I: aI-/JakjllhaI~ ",;" a/ji&d a/-WfI/aIIift L~
(Tripoli, Libya: Muassasah al-Farjani, 1970), p. 38.

79 Ziwï, cU...a/·MMÜt4r, pp. 34-35.

•
80 The 'Abid tribe were called "the lions" because to others tbey seemed difficult

to control. 'Umar tamed tbeir wildness by teaehing them to use tbeir minds ta solve
problems. He also· taught them mies of bebavior (IIAW/iiq) towards others. This enabled
them to work together with the Bata'ua tribe in suppottiog him as Sanüsiyya. gueriJJas.
Seet ZiWi, cU,.,.al-MMI:htar, pp. 35-36.
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• May 1913, and took ove!: the leadership of this opetation.81 Howev~ after bis

depatture into exile, Sayyid Alpnad al-Shattt appoînted CUmar aI-Mukhtir as

miJitary leadet: of the or.d~82 and CUmar held the position eontinuously until bis

death, whea bis suecessor, Sayyid Mul)ammad Idt1s, took over.

'Umaès stn.tegy at that time, bath as commander of the 'Abid band and

as commander-in-chiefof ail the 6ghting forces on the plateau, was to hold its

southem slopes with bis gueaiIIa bands. From 1924 to 1931 the guerinas

effeetively used hit- and - nul taeties against their enemy. Theit: sueeess was due

•

•

to their knowIedge of the ItaIian aany's movements and the geogmphy of the

valleys, caves, and tmils in the Jabal a1-Akhc;JH. In 1931 alone, the gueri1Jas

caa:ied out 250 attacks and ambushes against the Italian atmy.83 The guerilla

bands coosisted of different tribes in Cyrenaîca, and received volunteers from

Tripolitania and Sudan.84 Sorne of the bands included the CAwiq"ir, Magharba,

III Ziwï, cU1JIIIra/-MR/Ud6r, p. 37-38.

112 The letter of appoînbDent was signed by A t'mad al-Shaàf a1-SanÜ5Ï, dated
Shawwal 15, 1342 AR.. (see Horeir, p. 294). " ...ta whom it may concem of our
Mujahidin brotheœ of the Bam'sah, cAwaqir, cAbaydat, Darsa, l-Jasa, cAbid Mumbitun
and to ail our brothers and the shtglehs of~, the people of Buqah and al-Jahal al
Akhdat. We have delegated the pious and blessed shtgAUJ 'Umar al-Mukhtir as a
reptesentative of us, the' Sanüsis and appoint bim a general deputy ta admimster the JihQd
af&ùs, and aIso for the defeose ofour mighty nation against the deœitful enemy..."

83 Ahmida, The MaA:iIl& p. 138.

14 Evans-Pritehaal, The SatIIISi, p. 169.
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Han and cAbaydat, Bua'asa and Darsa, cAbid and ~Amfa respectively. Each

band had its SanUSi f1ag and organized itself along simple lines of command.

~matmaintained the resistance with strong discipline. For their safety, he sent

the women and children to Egypt during the war, but aIlowed them ta stay with

the warriors in times ofpeaee.8S

Meanwbile, CUow: had bis foot and horse groups of ,1:h1IJan, supported

by the tribes wbich paid them rithes to defiay the expenses of battle. The

collection of this fee was oo1y one of bis general administrative duties for all

the bands which came directly onder hint. They maintained communications

and worked out to a common strategy. CUmar had also managed to aaange for

can.vans to convey supplies !rom Egypt, and to control their distribution to the

aaned forces and maintained also bis correspondeoce with Sayyid lems and

Sanüsiyya elements and sympathiz~in Egypt.86

The soldien; under CVmar al-Mukhtir's command numbered about 1,500

in total - aU of them aaned but only SOlDe of them on h01Seback. With their

old weapons they had to face Italy's modem militaty force equipped with

SSEvans-Pritehard. The SfDIIUi, p. 170.

16 Ibid.
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• umored cats, aUaaft, adio and ttueks.r1 However, infoanation about ltalian

troop movements and plans wu easily passed on to guerilla bands, for Vmar

al-Mukhtir had agents in ever.y ltalian post.88 The guerilla tactics basically suited

the œsistance and kept the ltalians in a defensive position. It was especially

difficult for them to follow the pattem of the resistance, as Teruzzi, a

Govemm: in Cyrenaïca said at tbat rime,

•

•

Tbus, against 200, 500, 1,000, ~OOO œbels, dressed in pietuœsque ags
and badlyatmed, often 5,000 or 10,000 ofour soldiers are not suflicien~because
the œbels are not tied down to anytbing, are Dot bound te any impediment, have
DOtbing to defeod or ta proteet and can show themse1ves today in one place,
tomoaow 50 km. away, and the foBowing day 100 km. away, ta reappear a week
laœr, ta vanish for a month, ta disperse to lire from afar on an nnanned
shephem, on a patml ofinspections, or on a column which files aIong the edge of
a wood, or the foot ofa hilL89

Graziani, the nat militaty Govemor ofCyrenaica also reported there were two

govemments in Cyrenaica. On the one band, Italians were "the Govemment of

the Day" and the Sanüsiyya, «'the Govemment of the Night.',go Their

rn Giorgio Rochat, "the Repression of ŒSÏstulce in Cyrenaïca (1927-1931)," in
Enzo Santaœlli et al, O.,.aJ·Mllkhllit': the ltalitm Rea»llJtRd ofU~ tranSe John Gilbert
(London: Dar!Publisher, t 986), p. 44.

81 Enns-Priteha!d, The StIIIIISÎ.. p. 163. These agents were the sotlo",essi, Libyafts
who suaendered ta the Italian govemment. They provided infonnatioo, soldiers and
cattle, see Santatelli, p. 46. Geneml Mezzetti, the principal commander of opemtions in
Tripolitatlia after Graziani, wamed the ltalian govemment about tbis 'CSenusiya and the
colUlivanœ of those who have submitted," as '''the principal soutee and sttength of the
rebellion." Theœfoœ he suggested that ltaly's militaty opemtions should he
accompanied by "an energetic, intelligent poJitical pmgmmme" in omer ta eHminate
them. Ibid.

19 Evans-Priteha!d, The St1IIIISÎ, p. 172.

90 Evans-Pritebani, The St1IIIISÎ, p.173.
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• superiority during that rime wu primarily due ta their knowledge of the temlin

and the ract that Italy's militaty govemoa were handicapped by their shart

term appoinbnetlts. l'hus during the deade 1923 to 1933 there were 6ve such

govemotS, resulting in an ineffective œsponse to the resistance effort.91

The Sanüsiyya were aIso fàced with problems in that a division had

appeared in their tanks between those who favored. negotiations and those who

insisted on the military struggle. ~mar's forces consequently decreased in

number and began ta suffer defeat more frequently. Italy was a1so taking

•

•

hatsher measures to bring the Sanüsiyya resistance to an end. ltalian 1Xoops

kiIled aoyone they round belooging to the movement, seized their cattle and

destroyed fatms and houses, leaving CUmar and bis forces without food or

shelter. Barbed we fences were aIso laid along the frontiet: to limit their

movement.. The latter worked well sinee it hampered SanUsiyya

communications, logisties and aid especiaIly from Egypt Some experienced

gueri1la leaders had aIready heen killed, and the number of fighters decreased

significandy. ~mar nevetthe1ess continued the stmggle, until he wu wolUlded

and captured on September 11, 1931. On September 16, he was hanged,

becoming a shabTd for bis nation and religion,92 belote thousands of witnesses

91 Evans-Pritchanl, The SIZIUISi, p. 179.

92 In the ttiaI condueted by General Gtui20i on 12 September 1931, when 'Umar
wu asked why he fougbt the Jta6an s 'Umar answered, cCf~ my homeland and religion."
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• among the people of Cyreoaica. The execution of CUmar effectively eoded the

œsistance movement There were still around 700 fightets left, divided into

thœe groups led by the lieutenants of 'Umar. Those tbree leaders experienced

different lates: cAbd al-lfaniid al-tAbbar succeeded in breaking wough the

wire into Egypt; cusmin Shami subsequendy surrendeœd himself; and yüsuf

Bü Rahil wu kilIed in an~entin Maanarica.93

•

•

t'The ltalian poücy-makers expected to occupy Libya with limited

miJitary operations, tbinking that the natives hated 'Ottoman tyranny and

backwardness.' Instead, they &ced one of the longest and most militant anti-

colonial movements in the histmy of Africa in that period.'~Ahmida's

Gmziani then asked, "Did ,ou rea1ly think you could win tbis wu?" ~mar replied: "Wu
is a duty for us and vietmy comes €rom Gad." See, Ziwi, CU11Iartû-~ pp. t t and
49. When Gmziani asked bim what if ltalian govemment freed bim and if he would
pmmised to spend the l'eSt of bis live in peaœ, CUmar anSW'ered, ''1 shall not œase to
figbt against tbee and thy people until ei.tber yon leave my counuy or 1 leave my Jife• .And
1 swear to thee by Him who knows wbat is in men's beans tbat if my hands \Vere not
bound tbis very moment, 1 would figbt tbee with my bare bands, old and bmken as 1
am..." See, Asad, The RINII1ItJ MI&t'tl, p. 343.

93 Evans-Pritchard, The SIIIIIISi, p. 190.

94 Ahmida, TheMaa.g, p.t t 7.
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• statement leads US to ask what &etors gave the Sanüsiyya the sttength. to

defend their country, then what caused the resistance to decline.

It is obvious that the notion ofjihOti in defending their religion and their

country wu the drivûlg force behind the resistance. Religious zeal also played a

part in motivating their opponents as weIl. ltaly for instance often used

Christian Eritrean troops agdÏnst the order.9S According to Sayyid ldàs, this wu

done in order ta create a reJigious wu, indeed it was confumed somewhat by

the Daoish explorer, Holmboe, who saw the soldiers with a cross sewn on the

•

•

breast of their unifotms.96 Gtaziani con6tmed this sentiment in bis speech

addressed to the Eritrean troops,

My bmve troops €rom Eritrea, you who have Collowed me through the
campaigns in Tripoli against MutzUk and Fez2aD, you who with me are fighting in
omer that the Itdian eagle shall spread its wings anew over the old Roman Libya,
accept the thanks ofyom Geneml for what you have done. New battles lie befoœ
you, but 1 koow that yeu will he vietorious together with us ltalians, who profess
the same religion as you. Let us cry 'E1IVÏVa' for 112ly and her colony ofEritrea. 97

In addition, the resistance was directly supported and guided by the

Saniisi family, especiaDy Sayyid al-Mahdi al-Saniisi, who built the Sanüsiyya into

the most powerful Sufi organization of its rime, and Sayyid~d Shatif who

95 And they were still used by the lra6an s in their operations in t928, coostituted
the biggest part (five battaIions), compaœd to four ltalian batt2lioos, and two Libyan
battalions. See, Santarelli, 0",..a/-MNÜlII.r, p. 4t.

96 Knud Holmboe, Desm EllaJII1I/n': Ali~ ffJlll7l!1 thmtlgb Italitl" .Afriçt.J,
tians. Helga Holbek (London: George G. Haaap & Co., Ltd., 1936), p. 276•

97 Holmboe, Desm EIll:fJllllIn; p. 191.



87

• led the uibesmen against French in Chad in 1899-1913 and the British in 1915-

1916 in Egypt, respeetively. Sayyid AlpnadS~ a1so maintained bis position

as the onlet's spiritual leader during the resistance by sending bis messages

from bis exile in the l:Iiiiz.

The resistance also bene6ted from the prevtous attempts of the

Saniïsiyya to the edueate people of the hinterland and otganize them socially

and economicaIly onder a system of religious values. One of the results was

that different tribes were integra.ted, putting an end to the mpaciousness which

•

•

bad caused tribal disputes for yeuse In its place there was a network of zaMyas,

where slxglehs, ikh.all or adherents worked together: for the œsistance.

Ther:efore we find severa! resistance leaden who were also Bedouin sht!Jkhs,

Iike~ Lataiwish, cAbd al-lfamid al-'Abbar, Saifat and MuI)ammad Bü

Fuwa, I-Jusayn al-JuwaiB, Brahim al-FaOah, FicJil al-Mahashash, and Qtait Bü

Musa. Among the Sanüsiyya jkhwan who constituted most of the leading figures

in the resistance were CUmar al-Mukhtir, YÜ8if Bü RaIiil, Khilid a1-H~

ShaIÏf al-Mailud, 'Abd al-Qadir Farlœsh, Fi4i1 Bü CUmar, ~iIil) al-'Awwimï and

MulJammad Bü Najwi al-Masmià.98 They were not onIy involved in the

98 Evans-Pritchard gives an idea of their deployment during the wu: "~
Lataiwish with bis Mtgharba tribesmen weœ in Ajadabiya; Abü al-Qisim al-Zintani with
an 'Awaqir band threateDed the Italian bases at al-Abyar, al-Rajma and Baniœ; CUmar
with the cAbid tribal band contained the posts in the Mari sector, and a detachment
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• rntlitary, but they a1so contributed tithes to meet the expenses of WH tmder

CUmaès administration.

To a certain degree, especially in its eady phase, the resistance also

henefited &am the idea of Mahdism-not that of the Sudanese Mahdi,

MuI1ammad A4mad,99 but the version eIaborated by the Sanüsiyya7s Sayyid

MtJ~ammad Maqdi al-SanUsi (1844-1902). For Muslims, the Mahdi, or Hidden

Imam, has long been expected to appear to spread justice in a world dominated

by evil and oppression. Mahdism in the Sanüsiyya was proposed by Sayyid

•

•

Alpnad al-Shaàf; who knew bis people could be easily integmted through this

ides, although Sayyid Mahdi al-SanüSi did not agree entirely with this idea. For

bis people, al-Mahdi al-Sanüi had the advantage of a great personaJity and the

great teldition founded by bis &th~ which befitted the figure of a Mahm.

Ziadeh desaibes him as follows: tOO

under bis lieutenant cAli Bu Rabayyim operated agaiost communications between al-Mari
and Talmaitba; lJusainJuwaifi's &m'ua band wonied the gaaisons at pya al-BaNi,
al-Fayidiya and SJanta; and Quit Bü Müsi with bis Rasa and cAbaidat voluntee1'S wu
camped opposite Khawalan.JJ See, Evans-Pritchard, The SfIIItISi, p. 168.

99 The Sudanese Mahdi in bis lettets to al-Mahdi al-SanüSi utged mm to support
bis cause, either by wagiog thejiJMd from bis own region in the direction ofEgypt, or by
bimself making the bijnJ, but the letter W3S oever al1Sweœd. ~ P.M. HoIt, The MIIhtIist
Sftzû ;" the StIfiaII 1881·1898: A SIIIt/J of Ils Origitu, Devehp"."t allll OtMthnJw, 2ad ed.
(OxfOld: Clarendon Press, 1970), p.113. See also, Haim Shaked, The Lift f!fthe SlIIIaIun
MahtJi (New Bmnswick. NJ: Tiansaction Books, 1978).

100 Ziadeb, Saüif1ab, p. S2.
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His nam~ some other physical signs, Jike the mole on bis &ce, the &ct
tbat bis fatbeès name wu Muhammad and bis motheès name WU Fârimah and• • j

tbat he would attain bis majority in 1300 A.H.---9Il these coovinced the masses
that he was the espected Mahdi. Sayyid al-Mahdi himseJ.t: 6u: &am entertaining
any sum ideas, often deoied them categorically and emphatically, but aowds do
not always accept logical matters. They prefet their own convictions.

For the Bedouin, Sayyid al-Mahdi is still aIive and it is often said that he rides a

white hOlSe, suaounded by white gazelles and antelopes. Wandering unseen

tbrough the desert, he suddenly appears among bis adherents at certain rimes,

sometimes in two places at once. Falls reports that in May 1906, it was officially

announced that al-Mahdi had retumed &am a secret joumey to the oasis of

Kufra. t01

Sanüsiyya resistance ultimately depended on one strong leader, so that

when he left the scene, people were less encomaged to continue the struggle.

This may he seen after Sayyid Alpnad al-Shanf's exile in 1916, when the

resistance inevitably dedined. 'Umar al-Mukhtir, Yusif Bu RahiI and cAli

Hamid CUbaydi were moved thereby to send a letter to Sayyid AI]mad al-Shanf

on Rajah 15, 1342 AH., reporting that bis absence from the countty had

demomlized the people's unity.102 Then aCter CUmar's appoinbnent as

representattve genetal of the resistance by Sayyid AI,mad al-Shant: people weœ

101 J.C. Ewald Falls, Th Year.r jll the IiItYmt Duwt, transe Eli2abeth Lee (London:
DarfPublishers Ltd., 1985, fitst published in 1913), pp. 308-310. p. 310.

102 Hoteir, Sotia/a"" Et:tJllolllic TmtliffJf'1lltllilm, p. 294.
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reinvigomted until bis capture and execution, the events which rea1ly ended the

resistance.

An added diBiculty was the &ct that the Sanüsi family, the reference

point for the ilt:h.,a;" wu itself divided into two camps: those who resisted and

those who compromised with the Italians. The reason for the division wu the

nature of their peaonaJities: foc instance Sayyid Alpnad Shaft{was desaibed as

Ua proud and headstrong man,,,I03 c~extravagant and aggressive, who pœferred

direct involvement, aetivism, splendor and direct negotiations with local and

foreign representaûves"t04 wheœas bis successm; Sayyid Idàs, was an

• iotroverted and solitary man, who avoided close contact witb strangers and

fond it difficult to make decisions.los The fitst insisted on opposiog Italy,

wheœas the second ttied to solve the crisis tbmugh a poJitical approach after

witnessing the Saniisiyya's defeat in Egypt. This defeat in 1916 weakened the

intents of the resistance movement considerably.

Prior to the Italian invasion, the Sanüsiyya. were a prosperous Sufi Order,

blessed with the 1argest amount of land in the hinterland,106 the best land107 in

•
103 De Candole, The Lift fJIId T;"s, p. 19.

104 Rachel Simon, LiItJra brblwll OtffJ tJ1IIJ NtItioulislll: tb6 OtllJl1lall ]1IIJO/t'tllle1lt

;" Libya tIMmIl. the Wtir lllitb 1Ja!y (1911-1919) (Berlin: Klaus Schwarz Vedag, t 987), p. 278.

lOS Simon, Li!tYa !JebIJmI Otlo1lltl1limlllllliNatÎOIIII6SI1I, p. 278.

106 Evans-Pritehanl, The SIJIIIISi, p. 77.
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• tenns ofwells, date palms, gardens, and springs, and in addition the pro6ts of

the caravan trade. The SaniiSi &mily wu ovenvhelmed by a smplus of revenue,

so that they bad to manage the wealth sepamtely in four different t~QS. 108

This was useful for the administration of the arder, but the distance seemed to

make consolidation under one direction quite difficult, especially after the

penetmtioo by the ltalians.

•

•
107 Agbil Mobamed Barbar, The Tarabulus (Ltbyan) Resistance to the ltalian

Invasion: 1911-1920. PhD. dissertation, The UJJiversity of W1Sconsin-Madison, 1980,
p.I29.

108 Evans-Pritchani» The SIlIIII.ti, p.'7
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CONCLUSION

1taIrs invasion and occupation ofLibya between 1911 and 1932 forced a

religious, social and ecanomie change on the country, and aeated the

conditions which made it posSlble for a Sufi orcier such as the Sanüsiyya to

become involved in the resistance movement. Its emergence on Libya's

political stage was inseparable &am the tribal situation in Cyrenaica., where the

tribes had been united under the Saniisiyya duough the netwom of tiMyas to

which they had become adherents, ,~ or shtgJ:bs, of the Otd~. The

reJigious and politicaI responses ta extemal dueat were cleady those of a welI

œgaoized movement shaped and 100 by the SanüSi 6unily and its shtglUJs.

The Sanüsiyya œsponse to foreign penetration gradually evolved &om

avoidance, to defence when attacked, resistance, and u1timately, negotiation.

The omer was aware of alien political penetration in North Africa &001 the

very beginning of its existence, especially under Sayyid MuI)ammad 'Ali al

Sanüsi and the eady period of bis s~ Sayyid al-Mahdi al-Saniisi's mie. Later in

1902 the brotherl100d revived its tOMya Bir AlaIi in Kanem, Chad, which had

pœviously been captuted by the FrenCh. Sayyid AJ.tmad a1-ShaOf: the next head

of the order, helped the Ottomans attaek the British in Egypt, then defended

Cyrenaïca &am lolian encroacbment until bis exile in 1916. Witnessing the
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• &ilure in Egypt, Sayyid Idds tried ta win political compromises &om the

British and ItaIians.

The Sanüsiyya resistance movement depeoded completely on the

network of~as, sJxgIehs and ikJ.nlla1l, as weU as adherents &om vatious taoes.

It was successful in maintaining their mutual cooperation through reJigious

teachiogs, education, social and economic aetivities. These aetivities, in tom,

mmjliarized the tribesmen with the caIl for jihQd by the SanUSi family, its

councilors and prominent shtgAshs of the resistance movement Their fight over

the course of tbree decades was motivated by a willingness to he &ee &om

alien power and was influenced by the idea of the Mahdi, especially in the eady

stage of resistance.

The resistance waged by the Sanûsiyya was the longest and most militant

anti-colonial movement in the history of Africa of that em. There were various

circumstances that made this so. PsychologicaRy, most Sanüsiyya members

were a stubbom and aggressive people who did not want their land captured by

an outside power. This resistance was thus a rebirth of their past experience of

resolving problems over disputed land with another tribe through wu. The

ttibes had been integrated through the efforts of the Sanüsiyya and owned their

land collectively under the authority of the ta.,,)as. Italys invasion brought

their instinct ta the fote.
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JihQil, on the other band, was also a significant &ctor in tbis long-lasting

resistance. Not ooly did the Sanüsiyya members find the notion in the Holy

~an and in the religious pronouocements of their sh'!J'khs, but it was a

period of time when the Muslim wodd wu being invaded by western, Christian

nations. In Africa alone, Muslims had akeady witnessed other sufi

brotherhoods sucb as those of Amtt cAbd al-Qadir in AIgeria, the Qadinyya

and ShidhiJiyya in SomaIîa, etc., stand up against the invadet. The fthiil

furthemtore promised 11IIjamd." a bJissful existence in Pamdise. Therefore they

welcomed the opportunity. And aIthough they lacked militaq m;oing and were

poorly-armed, they nevertheless knew their COlUltry'S geography better than the

ltaliaos did. Through coordination between the ziiviyas, whicb provided

weapons and food, the Sanüsiyya leaders had their 11INjahitIMll pmctice hit and

run taetics to cope with this imbalance. This wu not enough in the long~

however, as Italy &ad a larget supply of modem anns and more experience in

warfare.

Among the weaknesses which caused the resistaoce ta decIine was its

dependency on a charismatic figure, which caused it to become "a one man

show.':J In the case of Sayyid Alpnad al-SIwif and 'Umar al-Mukhtir, this

dependency inevitably ended the resistance. Besides, the geographical distance
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• between the~ and the diffeœnt priorities witbin the Sanüsi &mily made

the resistance difficult to consolidate.

The Sanüsiyya's resistance may be seen as an early Coan of oationalism

that shaped modem Libya. There are pamllels between the Sanüsiyya and

contempomty Libya. Bath the SanUsiyya and Qadhiü reject Westem

influences; both pme independence; and both caIl for a retum to an Islam that

is pristine and austere. For this reason, discussing the Sanüsiyya foons a solid

basis for understanding the phenomenon of todats Ltbya.

•

•
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Nlneteenth Century Caravan Routes
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