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\ pays d'Afrique est dans une phase de transition qui devrait le conduire

o

. 5'i1 faut en-croire 17actuelle direction politique somalienne, ce

du "tribalisme" au "socialisme scientifique". C'est cette affirmation

-

que .se propose de vérifier notre travail, d'abord en procédant & 1'étude .,
de la société des pasteurs_ somalis, dans le cadre d'analyse connu sous ' |
1e,voéab1e de "mode de production germa}njque", puis en intégrant S ' :
1'héritage h'istom’qtie,des colonialismes italien et ‘britanniqué dans la |
région. Dans un deuxigme temps, on tentera de cerner la pba; ctuelTe |
de déve]opp’é’ment, et ce depuis que la (glomah'e a été-proc]amﬁ.état

socialiste en 1970, principalement 3 ]’a Tumigre du ‘secte;n‘ des coopératives

de pé&che qui ont été/miseé( su'r pied pour hater 1'insertion et la ;
relocaﬁisation des nomades déplacés. I1 est permis de penser que ces
tentatives représentent, pour plusieurs raisons, une illustrati oﬁ typique
de la stratégie somalienne de déveioppement dans le dernier -lustrq/tout en

'symbolisant 1a transition dont i1 a été question plus haut. D'autre part,

___.__._.,___..._.___._..

des’ informations en brovenance des coopératives de péche trahissent

o o A
rcertaines des difficultés les plus importan}geé“‘que rencontre le développement
planifié dans ce pays: . le secteur pastoral, en particulier, tendrait & !

s'&loi gner des objectifs socio-économiques r‘eéherch‘és par le gquvernement.
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,* According to t41e present Somali. leadership, Somalia is in a pfwase of
transition from ‘tribalism' to ‘'scientific sociqlli sm'. This study seeks
, to determme to whet extent this contention is justified, in the first
place by analyzing traditional Soma'h‘ pastoral society within the.
- theoretical framework of the Germanic mode of 'promduction,/whille also
fexamim"ng the historical legacy of Italian and British colonialism in the
' pree. Secondly, the fjevelopments in Somalia since it was declared a '
socialist state in 1970 are considered with special reference to- the
fishing cooperatives for reset@:led hur;ads which from several points of -

view are a typi' cal representatidh of the country's development strategy

3
» —

over the last decade; at the same time, they symboTize the transit\"“mfrpm ? .

jonal pastorali®h. The data from the fishing settlements eem to

b\

Kdicate that Somalia's central development planning is facing a major

.. By, d1ff1cu11§\4n the fact that the main economic sec\:tor in the country,

pastoralism, is moving away from the stated sogc*rt}xecbnomic objectives of

ol
o
o

‘the government. . \
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Most of the 1ibrary resedarch for this thesis has been conciucf.ed at
McGiTl Universjiy, though the need for some material of limited distribution
and availability has made/ it nec;ssary to conduct library research at more
~s‘peciaﬁzed institutions. These include Istituto Italiano per 1'Africa
and FAQ's Fisheries Branch library in Rome, as well as istituto Agronor;lico
per 1'0ltremare in Florence, all visited in the summer of1977. In

addition, some research was done at the Hoover Institution, Stanford

.
P2

P ,
Un‘iversity,o in February 1978.

The field research took place in two phases, in the summers of 1978
and 1980. At both occasions, the stay in Somalia amounted to approximately
two months and all fishing cooperatives were each time visited at least

once.

T will take the opportunity hgre to point out that the thesis contains
a number of quotes that have beer; translated from Italian, French and
German, respectively. A1l translations have been made by’ myself to the
best of my ability and 31 a)pologize for whatever injustice I may

unintentionally have caused to the original texts.

Finally, a word on transliteration. Since Somali did not become a

written language until 1972, most sources use either Italian or English

o

’ - ix - i
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“cases we would fih‘d\ it written either as Giuba (Italian sp.) or Juba

[T S, -

. ‘ ) - X -

¢

spel1ing for Somali place names. E.g'., in the case of one of Soma’Ha"’s"
two perennial rivers, Jubba is the official Somali spelling, but in most
(English sp.). In order to maintain a certain consistency while honouring
the official Tlanguage of the( country, all geographical and personal names
will be spelled according to.Somali vbrthogvaphy throughout the thesis,

- /
except when mentioned in a higtori c§1 context, i.e., before 1969. In-~

<
those cases, English spefing is used. : ‘

Lo




. GULF OF

J

i

i

84

Badey (Eyl)

LY o
\‘ r
N K
4 4 N *
. .
/ <0 o
e * 0 . ! "
.. ! ’ L0 o )
. A L o”, Uow
Cadale v ,
J’ ' *
‘ = » | SOMALIA
Marks ! . -
Coet Axmed \ o, . .
4 0 . >,
araaws wmime internationsi boundary
e 8 - e ' Sortaced road N
! \ ”-q: uml’ln.c.ﬂ road
- o W National capitai o
Eaquastor i @ Town
- o A, Fishing seltigment
- o 9 80 100 150 Mies
. . O 50 100 150 Kilomaters
L - ; 48 )
7 —
P » ;
o J .
L)
B

4




B e e A1 e st o s possmmmieamntin o e e e s ks o e e WAL etk e e e e sk 4 A ey B T L SV SN USSR
o N -

L emen § 1 e e TR R NS B

N b halin o L] ‘ '+ A Y
4

y
]

Tl o s
K
:
.

oA
T

)

P u ERaa
»
o
1
N
3
t

i

A

IR NI

» . . CHAPTER I

Y , .
“INTRODUCTION : 7 S

AprRppirar o u

*

From severa] points, of view, Somalia is a um’quex country -in Africa.
0f a1l sub-Saharan countmes w1th the -possible exceptwn of Swazﬂand

‘Somalia,is the most homogeneous in ethnic terms. Nearly th who'le<

v

.population speaks Smnah’ as -their first 1anguagg, and whjle a small
mmon ty are not formally mtegrated in the’ trad‘itiona‘l lineage system,

- all but a few thousand Arabs, Ind1a,ns, and Qantu speakmg peop]e in the

. . o

far south, must be considered as’ part of the Somali peop]e. Besides. the_‘

LR ]
4 AN

i 1anguage, they share the same rehgwn (Islam), a conmon cu]ture and -

" ’xi
& *

tragition. based pnmarﬂy on pastoral nomadism; and also a common h1story

P - s

ég ' : in sp1te* of "the. fact that present-day Somaha was occumed by-two - . .
- .. '_/different colonial“powers. Somaha s also one, of the exceptionaﬂy few .

- -

- _ - countries in the world where ‘the" majority of the popu‘latwn stﬂ] censﬁts* Rl

.
T
»

. ! ! of pastora1 nomads, herding always havmg been the pr‘imary econom;c a ) ;
PE ,,:."4 L --l . . ’ . oA ...
N ./ activity of ‘the Somali people. i - PR Y
“ i, © -+ Inaddition, the country has the dubious distinction of being one’ &f
- o ' "the least researched areas of Africa. As Pestalozza correctly points out, .
- - "Somalia has in- fact remained in the sidelines of.the. . 3
L ) g great debate on Africa since the war, and this refers .-
C} ° ' ~ not.only to recent events there. Not even the foremost

+ . M

S «

PR SR
Ly A 533 Vh: K
R TR,




Africanists normally devote more than a passing
: . remark to her, whereas there are quite a few good

- ‘reasons to consider her exemplary of certain typical

(.) ! . ' African experiences in the Tast two or three
- decades" (1974:22).

’ ' - There are probab‘ly several reasons for this relative anonymity. First of
pﬂ, due to the scarcity of natural resources, Somalia was a1v!ays at the

e . outskirts of colonial interest. The ,Horr'\ of Africa was one of the last

regmns on. the continent to be colonized, and it was no accident that both
the British and the Itahans referred to their Somah possessions as the
'cinderellas' of their respectwe empires. Secondly, due to thé

F > traditionally close relationship with the Arab world through Islam and

tracie,‘ Somg]i“a has sometimes nat been considered to be a 'true' African

country by somé Africanists, whi”]e Midd]e-Ea‘stern specialists regard the
" country to be outside their principal sphere of interest. Thirdly,

academic research overseas, particularly after World War 1I, has been very
‘:" must dominated by ‘Engh‘sh and Fr;ench-speaking schol;rs, and since SomaTia
L *h_a; tended to be regarded as 'Italian', little attention has been devoted
to the country. Besides, the lack of any major exploitable resources has
net given sponsoring 1nstit@jons a}xd goveraments much incentive to
encourage research/there )The result is that less is known about Somalia,
fr-om historicai events to geologica] rock-formations, than most other

PR countries in A‘“nca

5

- Inidentally, one of the best researched academic areas in Somalia is

anthropology, due largely to the outstanding works of two individuals,

Enrico Cerdﬂj and loan M. Lewis. Particularly Lewis has produced a long

list of publications on various aspects of Somali society, and up to quite

recently, Lewis not only was responsible for just about every antHro-

pological artic]e on Somaha, but for nearly a generation, he has contri-

!
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" increased interest on the part of scholars in conducting more research

' intended as a positive response to Kathleen Gough's impassioned appeal a -

buted to-research in every branch of 'social science in the cbﬁntry.f «

//

However, and with all respect due to I.M. Lewis,]it is obvious that =
{
one man aleéne cannot adequate]y record, analyze, and present every aspect

of a who1e country; and although in recent years there has been an
\} i

in Soma]ia,] the results.of this new orientation are barely starting to

It 15 in this connection perhaps surprising that so few
, i

marxist scholars_hgve paid any attention to Somalia, particularly since the

trickle in.

e '
country in the 1ast ten years has 'solemnly and resolutely' declared,

itself a socialist state where everything is to be based "on scientific
knowledge derived from Marx and Lenin" (Barre 1973:360). For some reason
or other, it seems that a very limited number of marxist-orignted
scholars, anthropologists not fhe least, actually‘tage the opportunity to
study socialist developmehts in the Third World. Lewis régréttab]y segms
to stCike at the root of.zhe matter in maintaining that !
‘ “tﬁe current vogue in Western Marxist social '
- anthropology seems more concerned with its
parochial pursuits than with the transformatiof .

of traditional institutions in contemporary . ;
Marxist states" (1979:14). \ -

. & -

Background and Purpose . o
. i .
This thesis is .an attempt ﬁo contribute to the still Timited

bt

knowledge of Somalis, particularly the virtually unknown fisheries sector. o
It is also an account of a sudden and dr7ﬁatic change "from one economic
activity to,another, the exceptional tr7nsition from nomadic pastoralism

[ 8

to sedentary fishing which, at least on such a scale, is a unique event

in the h5story of the wor]d But perhaps most impgrtantly, the the§is is
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‘Europe and even extended their influence to the It§11an and Iberian J

few years ago, namely to break out of the traditional and very restrictive

ghel]rof Western anthropology which is based on "erroneous and doubtful
assuﬁbtions and theories that are being increasingly challenged by

social scientists in the new nations" (19§8:406). As Géugh also points.
out, it is time coqcernéd’anthrogologfsts take it upon themselves ts
éxamine deve]opmen§§ in the Third World with £he Third Norlé's particular
pliggfkand hiéto}y in mind, especially iq those areas where somé efforts

to break away from the capitalist world economy are made.

According to the president of the Somali Democratic Republic,
<

Maxamed Siyaad Barre, ﬂis country never entered the capitalist stage of

éédﬁancNfggg§tion, or at least it never became ?u]]y integrated as a
capita]{sf stg;;j\\?ﬁﬁnting to the tradi%ﬁonaT’gastoral economy of the
country, Barre contends that the pfesent situation represents a transition
from 'tribalism' to/‘'socialism', though without p:oviding‘any particulgr
eloquent definition of either term. In taking issue with this c1aim,'
th%s thesis is meant to provide a more analytical framework to fest to
what extent Soﬁa1i society can be described as having been 'tfibail at

the time of the Somali 'Revolution' and, on the other hand; to seek to
undefstand to what extent thg country is indeed following a road of \
development ba;gd on 'scientific socialism' with the stated objective of

!

becoming "self-reliant'.

The guestion of defining_and assgssing 'tribalism' poses two distinct

problems. First of all, it is not an analytical term, at least not in the
marxist tradition. The type of society that would seem to come closest
to this designation in Marx's original writings is 'Germanic society' the

< .
very triba‘!y structured communities that at one point dominated Central
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peninsulas. Since Marx's primary concern was the centgmporpr@ society

he 1lived in, his studies of non-capitalist or pre-capitalist SOCigties

fell in the shadow of h%s monumental works on capitalism, though the ,
obscurity that-has surrounded his writings on,pﬁe-éapita1ist societies .

tan to a large extent be attributed to tﬁe 1atk\of interest on the part

of his follewers since his death.2 It is*oﬁ]y in the most recent couplé

of decades that there has been a renewed jnterest in Marx's writings on .
the subject, something that has resulted in a number of edited collections

with 1ong,’exp1anatorx introductions, those by Godelijer. (1976), Hobsbawm

(1975), Krader (1974) and Nicolaus (1973) being among the foremost ones. -

One of the consequences of this renewed interest has been the revival

in using the mode of production concept as a method of analyzing pre-

- capitalist societies, particularly within anthropology. In his early o

writings, Marx made constant references.to various articulations of thg,
mode of p#oduction, of which the 'five fundamentals' a?e the best known.
But he also acknowledged the exiftence of .transitional modes of production,
one of which he réferfed to as the Germanic mode of production. Few ’
people have used this concept in social theory, though there are exceptions,
e.g., Bonte (1974 and 1978) and Ribgy (1978), who both specialize in
studies of pastoralism, and their use of the concept has proven to be
apprqpriaté as a‘methbdo]ogical tool in the study of non-stratified

pastoral societies. It is on this basis that thé Germanic mode of

!

production hat been utilized in Chapter II to assess the stage of socio-

*

economic integration of traditional Somali society.

This brings up a second ,problem in the analysis of whether traditional

SomaTisociety was indeed 'tribalist' at the time of the ‘Revolution’.
’ )
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Like most other Third World countries, Somalia has expérienced a long

Al
period of colonial rule, and colonialism has of course tended to have

;- altered many, if not most, traditional societies to a'significant extent.

1

9

l

Chapter III is therefore devoted to Somalia's colonial history in order
/to try to determine to what extent the colonial policies may have
transformed the traditional economy of the madjority of Somalia's -
popula&ion, the pastoral nomads. Since very little has been written on
the economic aspects of colonialism in the country, and even less on the

1

effects of colonialism on the pastoral socie%y, the chapter has to rely
/

mostly on the records of events extracted ?romla variety\of sources that

provide limited theoretical insight.

The chapter; incidentally, does not Iihit the discussion to purely
colonial history, it also includes the Trusteeship period and the first
yeays of political independence which may’be Qgscribed as part of

Somalia's neo-colonial history.

Chapter IV is a éenera] overview of whaé Somali socialism stands for.
As mentioned above, few marxists have taken up an interest in Somalia
despite its declared socialist objectives, and much of the discussion is
thus necessarily_based on the works of non-marxist writers. It also
relies on the writings and statements of Somali officiéls, particularly
those made by Barre, though the rather rhetorical nature of these state-
ments makes it difficult to extract much material for a more'ana1yt1ca1
theoretical discussion. An effort has been made to take this into account
by J%ing general referenﬁes on the various achievements of the Revo]utioﬁ'
and the actual socio-economic aevelopment in the country over the last

decade.

prae—
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But in order to gain a deeper- understanding of what socialism stands

for in Somalia, it is necessary to focus on a specific instance of

development as a,pojnt of reference and discussion. An appropriate test-
case hgrejis.tﬁe fishing cooperatives for resettled nomads which are ‘
discussed in Chapter V. For one thing, the people in question are the
prime representatives of what Barre describes as the country's 'tribal'’
society, havwng been, until the 1973-75 drought forced them to seek
ass1stance in government relief camps, full-time nomadic pastoralTsts

who for the most part had fallen outside the state-directed socio-

,po1itica1 developments in Somalia.

-~

Secondly, the resettlement of nomads is an important part of the
Somali government's Tong-term objectives, one of which is

"the complete elimination of pastoral nomadism as a

way of. life as well as the social system of tribalism
that it sustains as thoroughly and dquickly-as possible"
(Barkhadle 1976a:57).

The resettlgmentslare supposed to help reorganize the country's socio-

economic system towards a more just and rational society.

}hirdly; the fishing. settlements are tb Bé part of the/cooperativ;
sector of Somalia's economy, which is regarded as perhaps the most .
jmportant avenue for the ach1evement af sc1ent1f1c socialism’. This was
a]ready .made clear in 1973 when the first Law of Cooperatives (Law No. 40)
was promu]gated. As'stated in article 1,

"The foundation of cooperatives outlined within this

law will be an essential condition for economic,

social and cultural progress and .for the establishment
of cdoperatives based on social justice, equa11ty and
better life; together with the State sector, the
Cooperative sector shall be the basis of the future 3
socialist pattern in the SDR" {quoted 1n Iqba] 1980: 3)

The data on the fishing cooperatives have for the most parmibeen
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collected through my own f1e1dwork and the discussion of them is put into
the larger context of Soma11 socialism as a whole, part1cu1ar1y by
reference -to the newly created Union of Soma]i Cooperat1ve Movements
(USCM) which more than any other governmental office seems to represent
the socialist strategy of the country since it comes under the direction

of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party (SRSP). In a sense, the.

| cooperative development in Somafia, the fishing settlements included, is a

test case for the party's overall strategies.

Finally, the last chapter is a summary of the major theoretical

‘points in the thesis as well as a final attempt to formulate a concluding
! » N

statement whigh can adequately assess to what extent it is correct, as
Siyaad Barre maintains, to refer to Somalia's present development as

representing a 'jump' from tribalism to soqjg1ism.
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1The Somalis themselves have recent]y also expressed a greater
fnterest. in having research conducted in the country. This has among other
things resulted in the creation of the Somali National Academy for Sciences,
Art$ and Literature (1978), the foundation of the Somali Studies
International Association (1979), and the organization of the First

“International Congress on Somali Studids in the summer of 1980. “~

2This is-partly due to the fact that most of the w}itings on pre-

capitalist societies were done by the "early Marx' who many saw as distinct

and indeed less reliable than those of the 'late Marx'. Another reason
can be traced to the widely accepted, though erroneous assumption, ~that
Marx believed all societies had to go through the capitalist stage in

order to achieve socialism (cf Chapter II).

NI

3Cooperatives are also seen as an instrument for the achievement 6f
greater self-reliance, in the hope that ‘in time the cooperatives will be’
ab]e/to support themselves entirely on their own. One of the stated
objectives of the Union of Somali Cooperative Movements (USCM) for
instance, is that it shall be

"Promoting cooperative economy, leading and super-

vising the planning of production, ba]anc1ng the

produce. and the investment of the coming years of

the organizations of Cooperat1ves so that they can

attain self<sufficiency” (Som. Dem. Rep. 1979a:A-4; ’
my emphasis). 6 ’ /
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CHAPTER 11

v/

ANALYZING TRADITIONAL PASTORAL SOCIETY IN SOMALIA

/
. ‘ /
Sinc$ the birth of anthropo]ogy as a discipline, . pastoralists have
occupied a special nichg.“_As early as 1877, Lewis Henry Morgan wrote
that the "dofiestication of animals provided a permanent meat and milk’

'subsistence which tended to differentiate the tribes which possessed
e {
them from the mass of other barbarians" (1973:45), and ever since,

anthropologists havé had a tendency to continue to regard pastoralist -~

<o

peoples all over the world as a more or less uniform group, almost

e

-

regardless of whether they are full-time pastoralists or mix herding with

_agriculture; whether they are engaged in nomadism or transhumance;

. whether they are egalitarian or highly stratified; etc. Definitions of

pastoralism have remained remarkab]y‘f1exible and encompassing; a typical

- ‘axpression of this generalization is Krader (1959:449) who defines o

/

pastoralists simply as "people who.are chiefly &ependent on their-herds of -

’ 'domesticated stock for subsistence".

-

o

Consequently, and despité a lgrge body of Tliterature on the various
’—pastoraI‘peoples around the world, our knowledge and understanding of
pastoral societies is still relatively poor or, as N. Dyson-Hudson (1972:2)

sugggs;s.;“mi§1¢adingﬁfxnHe’even goes as far as describing studies of

- 10 -




pp T S o SRR N

e T

A N A o STl T et g e

o]

A RAPNRNTL e N SN A LD A ITITR Y rrven sy rie e -

N i

/ -1 - _
R . R J
of (pastoral) nomadism as "“backwards", due to their "iqchoate, non-

" cumulative character" (ibid.).

J
In addition, studies on pastora11sm almost 1nvar1ab1y tend to fall in

line with Service's (1971) 1nf1uent1a1 taxonomy of human societies Wﬂ;re

pastoralists are regarded as part of the 'tribal' level of social

evolution, i.e., more advanced -than the 'band', but not as evolved as

\
the more stratified 'pepsant#y'. The major defect of this glassification

remains that it only takes into account a particular human activity and

the means of productfon, with little regard for the relations of production.

Students of pastoralism a]so‘cqntinue; to a large extent, to base
their interpretations on variations or derivations of eco]ogica]
principles; a fypica1 representative here would be'Spooner (1971 and 1973).

Some anthropologists do not pay particular attention to ecological

factors to explain the 'peculiarities' of pastoralism in the same way-ds

Spooner, but as Rigby rightly points out, "most,adhere...to fairly

'glassica]' forms of anthropolaegical functionalism" (1978:1), and there is

a strong inclination towards keeping pastoralism as a generd] category

“on the level of social organization as welT-as on more ideological Tevels.

To be sure, it appears in'different forms:. it may/be based principally

on the position of nomads vs. sedentary populations as in Barth (1961) and
Pastner (1971) the mode of extracting resources, e. g » R. Dyson-Hudson
(1972), Gulliver (1955), Schne1der (1957); m1gratory populatwons vs. the
State, e.g., Bates (1971), Salzman (1974); or even on some pastora} -

'characteristics' such as egalitarianism and individualism, e.q.,

Goldschmidt (1971), Lewis (1961).

This last point is of particular interest since it is the point of

% P
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view taken by the leading authority on Somali pastoralism, I.M. Lewis,

* although he hiﬁée]f, as well as others, recognizes that when Somali

pastora1isg§ ?ie referred to as egalitarian, this is not necessarily an
k" 5

absolute truth.

| ‘!
It should here be noted that the concept of ‘ega]itar1anis@' as
used by writers mentioned above is not a notion confined- to studies on
pastoralism, especially if we take egalitarianism to mean classlessness. -
It has been common thinking in all social sciences to ﬁerceiVe chh of
what we now refer to as the Third World as being essentially classless at
the time of colonialization, and this perceﬂtion has particularly
proliferated in the field of African studies. The reasons are numerous
r
and have varied over time, but they can bg summarized as the effect of
two principal factors, as Katz points out: s
"1. the-opposition to and avoidance of class o
concepts within certain areas of social .
science; [and] _ .
2. the use of inadequate notions of class...",
(1980:9).
j o o
This is not to say, of -course, that no society in Africa was classless
when’ uropean powers started to occupy and colonize thg continent; there

evidence to indicate that many African societies, including some

pastoralist groups, were indeed without any class dffferentiations, at
least if we ‘take the geﬁera] marxist notion of class.] Admittedly, the
definition ofigocial class has been subjeét to much disagreement among
mariist scholars, partly due to contradictions in.Marx's own cbncept of .
class (Dos Santos 1970). On the other hand, it is comonly accepted that’
socia]/c]asses/exist only within certain social formations, i.e., in
societies where surplus labour ‘is appropriated by (a) certain group(s)

of social_ agents. /These'groups (classes) are defined by their place in

g
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“all soc1et1es will necessarily have to go through the capitalisg stage of

B e e e @ ma s e e e me e o .- . . PN

"the ensemble of social practices" (Pou]antzas 1973 27), an ensemb1e which

includes both the production process and the p011t1ca1 and 1deo1ogica]

relations. The production process, i.e., the economic sphere, neveftheless

Ay

remains the principal denominator.
. J @ / .
The major problem in traditicnal studies on Africa has been the - /

absence of a mefﬁo¢o109y which adéquéte]y can deal with thg’questidn of

classlessness; the various marxist schools have contributed Tittle on this

\\

/
issue. The dilemmas in traditional marxist interpretations of non- °f

capitalist societies can perhaps best be understood, in thdt they almost
3 D

invariably have been based on the principle of uQ¥l1nea1 evolution. One ,
1

le attent1on'has been *

of the many consequences of this dogma is that 1
paid to-the writings in which Marx specifically deals with prefcapitafist'/?/ ;,
societies since, according to 'orthodox' marxists (see e.g. Warren 1975),

economic formation at some point in their hnstony. Hence, trying ta |

understand traditional societies inh Africa and elsewhere, has been regarded o
as unworthy of consideration, at least in the question of tran§itioh to ' ]

socialism. ' ,

~

\ i 1 :
It is only in more recent years that marxist scholars have . started . 3

to pay more heed to Marx's original writings on pre-cabifa]ist and non-

European societies. - They have 'rediscovered' the unequivocal fact that

Marx himself never.believed in the principle of>hnilinear evolution of

society. The perhaps most exp}icit statément on this questioq can_ be

found in his letter to VeFa Zasu]ich in 18812 where he states that the

'histor1ca1 fatalism' only applies to West-European countries (in Godelier .
- - 3

1976:255ff). Marx certainly was aware of the possibility that/societies
in other parts of the world might evolve differently.
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" context fné]ude the 'maritime' mode of production (Antler 1977) and the
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Pre-Capitalist Modes of Production -
R A

The fénewed interest in Marx's early writings ags also spurred an

.

on-going deba@e on pre-capitél%st modes of production. Marx or%gina]ly
formulated five 'fundamental’ articulatiéns of_modes of production, name;y
the dommuna] the slave, the feudal, the capita]ist'énd the socialist
modes of production, with some spec1a1 cases we shall return to beTow

Up to recently, these.fundamentals were regarded as the only relevant

ones in marxist circles. The present debate, however, ha§ tended to lean
towards the opposite extreme. vew modes of prodgction'ane cons;ant]&
being 'discovered’ ever since w%ttfogel (1963) reformulated Marx's
origina]}Asiatic mode of production. Suret-Canale bqrrowed Wittfogel's
theoretical framework to analyze some African societies (1964), and this
in turn led to Coquery-Vidrovitch's (1977) formu]ation of a theory on the
African mode of production. Other writers have accepted the idea that .

two modes®of product1on may co-exist s1mu1taneous]y in a society. Among

the best known works are Terray's (1972) re-assessment of Mei]Tassoux's

: //j1964) origihal study of the Gouro of West-Africa, which again has been

/
re-assessed by Rey (1975); and Banaji's (1972) prOposed ‘colonial' mode,

of productyon, later fol]owed up by Cardoso (1977) and criticized by

McEa&bren (1976). Other and perhaps more curious propositions in this

Swazi mode of production put forward by Winter (1978), but this list

could be extended gonsiderab1y.3

-~

. More interesting for our purposes is thé fact that mode of production

analysis is increasingly being 1nvo§éd by students of pastoralism, almajor

‘ édvocate,being Talal Asad. In a short, but compact and highly critical ¢

article, he outlines several weighty arguments in favour of a more economic -
! , ,
. o / _ o i
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oriented approach in the study of p'astorah'sm (és in any ‘other

anthropological study). Taking issue with the common soggest'ion that

. "pastoral nomadic societies tend to be'more egalitarian, jndependent and’

economically homogeneous than sedentary societi es", Asad argues that
there is neither economic j’ustlﬁ cation nor suff1c1ent theoretical
discussion for such a c1a1m (1978:57). Naturally, Asad does not mamtam

that trad1t1ona'l stud1es on pastorahsm umque'ly regard pasto\r‘a] societies.

[ 7

as egalitarian, but he raises‘an important point when he indicates that

"stil11, the as_sump’tion seems to be that inegalitarian nomadic societies
R CL .
represent a deviation’ from the norm" (ibid.). ’

!
J

When réferring to the importance of emphasizing economic factors in

' the ‘stud pastoralism, Asad readily recognized that economic issues

Kave indeed been discussed in various forms in traditional studies, but

Asad- questions their relevance consideri ,"9; the framework they are

-
rr

[

presented in:

"The important economic point about nomads, surely, 0
is not that they move about in order to take tare

of their animals, or that animal husbandry is

subject to a number of biological and environmental

restraints, but that their political and economic

organﬁzatwn may be based primarily on production

for subsistence" (1978:58).

In order to.make a meaningfu] analysis, then,

"we must take into account the combined effect of
what some Marxists call relations of production,
i.e. the social conditions that facilitate (or
inhibit) the systematic production, appropriation
and accumulation of surplus, on the one hand, an
the labour process by which natural objects are- .
utilized and transformed into products for human - .
consumption, on the other hand" (ibid.). -

In other words, Asad urges us to examm‘g\ the mode ef production which,
J ™

~to borrow Hindess and Hurst s widely quoted def‘imtion, is

¥

f o : ' : ’
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"an articulated combination of relations and forces-
of production structured by the dominance of . |
relations of production" (1975:9), ¢

the relations’ of production here described as defining
!

"a specific appropriation of surplus-labour and the
, specific form of social distribution of the means

of“production corresponding to that mode of

appropriation of surplus-labour” (ibid:9-10).

| —_

It fol]ows, then, that the analysis of a mode of production is an
1nvest1 gatmn into the elements that together form thv economy of a given
P J

system and, as Terray also reminds us, it is "not to be confused with a

general description of the economy” (1972:97). The importance of such an

analysis is perhaps bést explained by Marx himself 1‘&1\ Contribution to

the Cri tique of the Political Economy:

"In the social production of.their life, men enter
‘o .into definite relations that are mdispensab'le and
.independent of their will, relations of production
which correspond to a definite stage of their .
/ material productive forces. The sum total of these ’ ‘ ‘
-relations of production constitutes the economic -
structure of society, the real foundation, on
- which rises a legal and political superstructure
and to which correspond definite foms of social
consciousness. The mode of production of material
life conditions the social, political and intellectual
{1fe” in _general” (in Tucker 19/2:4; my emphasis).

This, of . course, is one of the fundamental premises of historical
materialism, namely that in the final instance, the economy determines
all aspects of societ/y and human existence, and therefare must be the

point of departare of an analysis of society.

'\’Amor{g Marx's original writings on pre-capitalist modes of production,

hd !
the three single more important ones are undoubtedly The German Ideology,

_Grundrisse zur Kritik der poli tischen Oekonomie (henceforth referred to as

Grunrdri sse), and Formen die der kapitalistischen Produktion vorgehen
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(hen\ceforth referred to as Formen). 'The relevance and importance of
these /writings within the total contribution of Marx's lifework has been
subject to much debate which will not be dealt with here. However, it
should be stfessed° that because the writings 1"n question are all produced ‘
by 'early' Marx does not mean that the 'late' Marx no Tonger ‘adhered t6
the ideas om’giﬁa”y presented in them; in fact he was working on them

while writing Kapital. Grundrisse, for instance, was the odth‘ne of the
|

projected volumes IV and V of Kapital, which his failing health and

subsequent deathrprevented Marx from comp]etir)g.a' )

The Germanic Mode

In our analysis of pre-colonial pastoralist society inn Somalia, the
working hypothesis is that it wals’a classle;ss society; hence our point of
departure must be the communal mode of production, sometimes referredigo
as communalism or primitive com{un'is‘m. Marx recognized only three forms
of cias_s societies: the slave society, the feudal society and capitalist
society, thus communal society was classless. It should here be remembered
that Marx never saw the exb1o1‘tat1‘on of man by man as an original condition,

N . J
but rather as a historical consequence,

-

<«

It is now generally accepted that Marx saw "three or four alternative
routes dut of the communal system", to use Hobsbawm's (1965:32)

terminology. These are the oriental (or despotic), the ancient and the

Germanic modes of production. ' Some may also want to include the Slavonic

'

mode of production, but this is discussed only very marginam} by Marix.

Common for all these transitional modes of production is that some forms of

social division of Jabour are/already existing or implicit within them.

2 /

i
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For a number of reasons which will be discussed further below,
. ~. « -

marxist anthropologists with an interest in pastoral studies have

!
started to examine more -closely and make wider use of Marx's theory on a
) !

IGérmanic mode of production. The name is pérhaps a bit unfortunate and

may partly explain why 1ittle attention has been paid to this paradigm in
the past. It was, of course, never Marx's intention to confine his

theory to any particular group of people, something writers like Bonte

|

(1974 and 1978) and Rigby (1978) have,jreadﬂy recognized.

'

The principal components of the Germanic form of transformation from
communalism that in the first place have led some scholars to attgmpt to
apply this analysis to some pastoralist societies, can be summarized as

follows:-

a)-A11 individual members of the community have
access to .the ager publicus, the ‘common land.
This land may consist of hunting grounds,
pastures, woodlands, etc., but it is not communal
roperty and the individual is not a to-owner of
gt Eas ¥or~ instance is the case in the 'oriental’

society).

b) Each family in the community forms an autonomous
unit of production, and each individual household
thus contains an entire economy, working
independently from the rest of the community;
kinship is the central unit of social organization.

c) The comunity appears only as a 'coming-together'
(Vereinigung) and not as a 'being-together'.
(Verein). %he individval families 1ive separately,

/ often at great distances from each other and :
gather only for periodical reunions. This .
distinction is a very important one in that it
représents the difference between "community in

roduction and community founded”,-as correctTy
. pm’nte& out by Lefébure (T979:4; my_emphasis).

d) In 'Germahic' society, there is no state structure,
. and there are no cities as in 'ancient' society.
The people are migratory and not sedentary, and
they share a certafn unity only in ter-ms of common
Language, religion, customs, etc.
{
#j —
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We shall now try to apply these properties to Somali pastoral /

. —-community drawing our empirical data niajnly. from Cerulli (1959 and 19@4),
Lewis (1955, 1962b and T1961), and Paulditschke (1967a and b). A caut)/onary'
note should be made here: both Cerulli's and Lewis' ethnographic studies
have been undertaken at a time when colonial powers, Italy and Britdin
respectively, had alreaayjestablished themseWes on the ‘Horn of Africa. :
To what extent the colonial présence alltered traditional Somali pastoral ‘
society, is a difficult question that will be dealt with in a subsequent
chapter, but it should be mentioned at this point that comparéd to many

LS

other colonial situations, the impact of colonialism in Somalia was léss “

obvious. This view is supported by Laitin (1977:81) who goes as far as
maintaining that at the time of independence and reunification "the
traditional Somali structure was very much intact", and by Hess (1966:186)

who writes that even in Italian Somalia, where the colonial presence was

.
v

strongest, the Somalis of the-interior “continued to live as their
ancestors had lived centuries earlier'. Mirreh (1978), too, supports’

I
- this view, though he expresses himself somewhat more cautiously.

If we now consider again the Germanic society described by Marx and
apply the summary of it point for point to Somali pastoral society, we
‘\ will find a number of striking similarities: 4

a) Except for cultivated lands, there are no
property rights on land among Somali pastoralists.
"Pasture is not subject to ownership [and] the
right to graze in an area depends upon its .
effective occupancy" (Lewis 1961:49?, the same ~
is true for water holes. Even when it comes to
livestock there is no property in the true sense
of the word, "a man has primary, but not absolute,
rights of possession" (Lewis 1961:83).5

b) Although among Somali pastoralists a nuclear
family seldom moves alone, the single family is
the unit of production independent of others.
The numbers of families moving together are
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usually two to four, and always closely related,
e.g. wives sharing the same husband or the

- husband's closest relatives. Each unit produces
exclusively for own consumption, except for a
small surplus to be used towards a limited trade
of basic commodities with outsiders.

c) The Somali pastoralists only come together in
larger groups seasonally, particularly during the
rainy season when pastures and water are abundant
everywhere, During these 'comings-together',
the hamlets are gathered close to other hamlets
only when the families are within the same
'dia-paying group' (the lowest level of corporate
integration) or within the same primary lineage.
Still, they will be close enough to other

-1ineages and clans to allow a certain interaction.
This is crucial for the reproduction of society,
since this is the only time prospective brides
and bridegrooms can meet and court each other
while their fathers arrange bridewealth -payments,
marriage usually taking place beyond the primary
lineage level. '

d) Traditional Somali pastoralists are highly
nomadic, and -they are not subjects of any State. . /
A certain amount of political action may take -
place within the various units of the lineage
structure, but rarely on a higher level than the
clan unit. Most political and juridical decisions
are made within the dia-paying group and always
collectively by the councils (shir).

As demonstrated above, the similarities between the Germanic society
envisioned by Marx and that of Somali pastoralists are less than super-

ficial. On the empirical level, the similarities are actually more

apparent than between Germanic and the five East iﬁrican pastoralist -

_groups pnalyzed by Bonte (1978) within the_framework of the Germanic mode

of productfbn. Bonte chose these particular five. groups because he found
he could not apply the Germanic mode of production to the societies he
himself has studied most closely, namely the Tuareg and the Moors. As he
points ‘out, Moors and Tuareg are quite distinct from most East African,
pastéra]ists in" that among the former, the State is already apparent, and

there exists distinct class relations (1978:174). This again should be a

itttk TR s € o Bt LML A R - A e e ST I D T R Y S R T T L o o it +. . il
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reminder of the Qreat diversity that prevails between the various
pastoralist societies and also serve as a warniﬁg against treating them

a]l under the same heading.

- Using the Germanic mode of production in analyzing societies 1ike

the Somali does, however, raise a number of problems. Marx's writings on
the subject. are, as indicated earlier, extremely limited, and his analysis

does not take into account a number of factors that are essential in order

. to make a complete interpretation.. Perhaps the single most important

!

|

omission made by Marx in his discussions of the communal mode of production
and its transitional forms, is that he only pays nominal attentién to the
relationship between nature and social formation. As a consequence, Marx
does not'elaborate’on the relationship between man's production and
consumption, i.e., why man produces and how. In Grundrisse, Marx for
instance states that "consumption creates the motive for production" (in
Nicolaus 1973:91), thus production becomes a need (eproduced by consumption.
The problem here is that Marx never discusses the significance of 'need'

to any extent, something that has already been noted by Sahlins (1976),
Bonte (1978) and Rigby (1978). Writes Rigby: "the 'mediator', culturally

and historical]} defined, between the process of’production and consumption,

=

is lacking in Marx's formulation" (1978:5).

|
Both Bonte and Rigby have in their studies identified several

‘mediators' which function as relations of production among East African
pastoralists. As Rigby points out, in the Germanic mode of production
division of labour "is based upon the initial condit%ons created by
marriage" (1978:14). He further lists four domains within East African

pastoralist societies which function as relations of production, namely

kinship, descent, affinal relations, and age-set organizations (1978:42).
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What may be immediately concluded here, is that there is a degree of

1

variation from one society to another as to which domain or domains may’

play the most important mediating role.

. w
k] e

In most of the soc1et1es analyzed by Bonte and Rigby, the age- set
organization seems to be an integral and crucial part of the re]ations of
product;;on while descent is usually of minor importance, part1cu1ar1y
among such peoples as the Karamojong, who seldom trace their descent

more than three generations back.

The Somalis are here in sharp contrast. F%here are no institutionalized
age-set organizations, although adqlescent men are expected to perform
certain specified herding duties and are not considered as adu\lts until

Ehéy get married. The most important cultural-historical domain that
determines the relations of production amdng Somali pastoralists is
unquestionably the 1ineage 'and the clan, i.e., the whoie agnatic descent-
What is interesting in this connection, is that the domination of

i
descent in determining the relations of production is closely linked to

N

religion, since all Somalis trace their descent back to the Prophet's

1ine.

Tineage of Quraysh. Thus, Islam, the superstructure, helps reinforce the

Hominati on of descent.

There are also other problems that have to be pointed out when using -
the Germanic mode of production‘in the analysis of pastoral societies in
East Africa. Among them is the presence of a semi-caste system, i.e., -

the marginalization of certain segments of the population. Among the

Somalis, the most obvious expfnp]es are the Midgaans; Tumaals, and Yibirs,
who trad‘itionaﬂ,x have been regarded as pariahs or bondsmen to the

Somalis. The Midgaans are the traditional hunters in Somali lands,
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sometimes employed by their patrons as soldiers and to perform infibuilation
on Somali maidens. The Yibirs are 1inked with magic, hence feared by ‘
the{“Somah‘s who stﬂ]'emplo_y them at ceremonial occasjons. .In addition to
being witchdoctors, Paulitschke (1967a:30) identified them as leather-
workers and manufacturers of praying rugs. The Tumaals are ;he blacksmiths
and, as the case is for other pastoralist societies in East Africa, are

therefore scorned but at the same time heeded for their invaluable work.®

|
<  Common to all three groups is that they are physically similar to |

their Somali Latrons ,yk the.same language (although with a distinct

~Jargon, presumab'ly used in order not to be understood by the Somalis,

as Cerulli (1959:101) suggests), b,ut are still barred from being completely
integrated into Somali society by a number of social restrictions.7
According to Cerulli (1959;97-98), the lower castes in Somalia have pre-
Cushitic origins, i.e., then' ancestors are believed to have been the .
original ‘inhabitants of the Horn of Africa, while their descendents 1rr|

time became mixed with the invading Somalis adopting their language,

religion and also to a large extent their culture.

Related to the problem of the presence VSf pariahs, is the alleged
existence of s1avery\ al;mng the Somalis. Both Cerulli and Lewis report '
instances where slaves are kept l;y Somalis, but Paulitschke (1967a:243;
1967b:134) unequivocally states that there were no' slaves to bé found in
the households of the §oma11' nomad, although he mentions a few instances |

of slavery in the Benadir, and also hints that Somalis would sometimes

-

act. as middlemen in the 19th century slavetrade (1967a:260). The Somalis

would, on the other hand, ne\}er, enslave their own people, nor would

8 and in the ?ew cases where slaves

Somalis be sold as slaves to the Arabs,

were kept by (sedentarized) Somalis, they would be made free within a
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short time.

£
) / If we now refer back to Marx‘s[writir“\gs on comunal societies, we
/ find that he does not make any mention of groups which would be

comparable to the lower castes among the Somalis and other similar

/ ' [ 3
o;;?op1es. However, in The German Ideology, he discusses slavery as a
/ ' "latent" component of lineage societies which he expected to appear
k gradually
N "with the increase in population, the growth of
wants, and the extent of external relations, both
of war and of ‘barter" (in Tucker-1972:115).
) |

Thus, the Somali case can still fit in well in Marx's conceptual

framework. It is possible to conceive the patron-bondsmen relationship

betw_een Somalis and Midgaans, Tumaals, and Yibirs as a form of 'latent'

. !
slavery, a re'lation/sh'lp which eventually could have developed into that of

master-slave. As for the few instances where slavery did occur among
Somalis, it is interesting to note that th;ay were limited to the settled
regions of the Benadir, in other words where Somahfs had the greatest

‘ 'exteqt of external relations' especially through 'barter', or trade with

‘ the Arabs. o |

Q2

- | Unforfunately, and as indicated previously, Marx never developed a
sttlong theoretical framework or pre-capitalist relations of production
and economic formations, and that may account for the reluctant attitude

. many scholars have displayed towards using a marxist approach in
anthropological research. However, people 1\1ke Meillassoux, Terray,
Bonte, Rigby, and others, have demonstraied that the relatively l\inﬁtéd
writings by ﬁar‘x on this topic nevertheless provide us with a useful

: {j theoretical base on which to build. Whereas at the first glance it may
-} /
/
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seem farfetched 'to utilize such an '/c‘)/bscur‘e' concept as the Germanic mode
of production in analyzing pastoralist societies like the Somali, the
works that have been cited throughout this chapter show that it can be
successfully -applied as an/ analytical tool that can help us get a deeper

insight into relations of production that govern a society, like that of

“the traditional Somali nomad and which are the foundation of the further

reproduction of such a social formation.

A fundamental b‘rob]em which any observer of pre-capitah‘st societies
today still has to féce, is the question to what extent we can truly '
classify any society today as being pre-capitalist. The capitalist mode
of production has dirg/ctly or indirectly had'a very definite impact on
every human society 1‘/n the world. The pastoral Somali are of course no
exception; they have, even if only to a marginal degree, been integrated
into the dominatiﬁg world economic system for a long time. Their close
relationship with Arab traders in pre-colonial days, and the imposition
of colonial systems in more recent times are evidences of tl;at, and even
when using such pre-colonial sources as Paulitschke or Burton, we must
‘beariin mind that even the remotest Somali hamlet as early as the 19th
century reflected, to some degree, contacts with the outer world.

|
It is nevertheless possible and feasible that at least atithe time of

colonial penetration, Somali pastoralists were living in a state of
communalism, albeit a transitional form of communalism, whare absolute
equality no longer existed. The relations of production were still

dominated by descent and ﬁinship, and they had not,deweﬁoped a character

—

of exploitation whereby one sector of the society appropriated surplus
labour of another. From thi$ perspective, we can claim that it was indeed

a classless society, very much comparable to the ancient Germanic society

a

v e e p——




descri«’égd by Marx. ' C / ‘ |
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The next step ‘in our/analysis must tiven be to detgrgnine t;he impact °
of the colonial-period in order to understand to what extent the relations
of production among Somali Eg,storaﬂsts may héve changed as a consequence
of the f};rcefu] im,position of an economic system where class distinctions

and.class antagonism are distinct features.. )

’ ' _ /I

/ /
/ b
. !
. ;
. /
B B h J
~ - f
. f
- —
i
) -
i
. {
. ¢
—_
/ -
" } f °
/
N / Lt g
]
) A
- /
.r] “ -
o
Cal o
/ !
- N
P / ! ’\ -
~ * -
~
o i
i -
. -
' -~
- i
' P B
i
. ' N \
" - ~ i
' L . . . o




2O

SRRE

s

NOTES
! / “

]It should here be point/ed out that the absence of classes does not
necessarily imply egalitarianism. Marx wrote that classes exist only in
the class struggle, but that does not mean that a society without class
struggles is conflict-free and egalitarian, an argument frequently used
by African politicians such as Nyerere, M'Boya, Tour&, Senghor, etc. in
their propagation of the idea of an 'African socialism'., (See e.g. Ayi
1967; Friedland & Rosberg 1965; Hazard 1969; Katz 1979).

2This date is significant since it shows the letter was written only
two years before Marx's death, thus helping to counter the recurrent:
arguments that there was a significant distinction between 'early' and
‘late’ Marx. Further evidence of the interest 'Jate' Marx displayed
towards understanding pre-capitalist economic formations, as well as his
refusal of the doctrine of historical fatalism, can be found in his

Ethnological Notebooks, written between 1880 and 1882 and translated and
edited Ey Krader (1972).

13

/
3An excellent review of the explosive inte!:&t in the marxist mode of
production theory is presented by-Foster-Carter (1978). Hindess & Hirst's
Pre-Capitalist Modes of Production:is a 'must' reading in this connection, .
especially when followed by the vgf'y detailed critiques by Asad & Wolpe
(1976) and Taylor (1975 and 1976) . ]

4Cf footnote 2.

51t is interesting to note that Marx, tod, makes this distinction in-
Formen when discussing ownership among Germanic tribes. In the Germanic
mode of production, "what -exist is only communal, property and individual
possession" (in Hobsbawn 1975:75). ‘
, ‘ / ,
6The Yibirs, Midgaans, and Tumaals are not the only marginalized groups
in Somali society.: In the south, several small populations have a similar
relationship with the Somalis who refer to them as Don ('Negro'). They are
believed to be descendents of the Bantu-populati ons who originally
inhabited ‘this part of the Horn. Cf The Book of the Zenj (Cerulli 1967:
253-292). ‘ ‘
7These' include:’ ’
prohibition against marrying Somalis;
prohibition against entering 2 Somali house; "
prohibition against ownin? cattle or horses;
prohibition against carrying spears and shields; .
Timited or no rights to demand blood-compensation, S

+
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1 - i 8Accof'ding to Paulitschke (1967a:260); however, some. Atab merchants
» . would simply marry a number of Somali women whom they then would divorce
( ) and later sell as slaves. f -
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CHAPTER III .
J

HISTORICAL INFLUENCES

N o
@

Dué to the lack of wri tten recor‘ds, it has always been extremely

difficult to reconstruct- the history of non-literate soc1et1es. In the

case of nomads, the task is even more formidable. Sedgntary peoples

usually Teave at least some traceéﬁ of /their presence through time in the

. .-
form of settlements, ecolagical interventions, and non-destructable debris,

i.e., clues for future archaeologists and historians from which to dledtict
certain ideas of what happened in _t'he- past. Nomadic societies, on the

other hand, leave very 1ittTe behind th

. for coming generations to look

such as leather, cloth or to some extent wood, in other words matters” .
that nature will decompose very rapidly once they are no longer in use.

Simﬂar]y, ndmads live in dvge]h'ngs that can easily be erected and 'dis-

the ki&g 6f objects most 11 kgﬂy to be preserved for years to come.

. Consequently, the history of a nomadic population is more ‘often than

. “"flot based on the nomads' own oral tales and the written records of outsiders

who have been in contact with them, both cases representing distinct

.prob‘lems of mterpr‘etahon. Oral histories tend to blend facts with myths,
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besi;les the obvious difficulty in keeping a reasonably good track of i
events through fime due to Uthe limits of human memory. Written accounts
by outsiders, too, have a tendency to bring in mythical factors in
recording events in a foreign environment, something that can be attributed
to the lack of understanding of a different culture, pre-conceived images,

fear, scorn, abhorrence, rac1 sm, etc At times the outsider also

deliberately falsiﬁgs the evidence, a practice not uncommon among colonia]

-officials of more recent times, not least sthe Itahans in Somalia as

Iraci (1969) has pointed out.]

Having stated these reservations, we can now proceed to take a closer
lqok at the history of Somalia, paying particular attention to the impact
of various outside. infTuences on the nomadic pastoralist Qay"of 1ife. For

analytical purposes, it is convenient to divide Somalia's history into the

-

following per'iods:2 " ' ‘

a) Origins and pre-colonial period -

b) Colonial penetration up to Mussolini's march on
Rome in 1922, a date which roughly coincides with
the end of the dervish uprising in the Protectorate

¢) The fascist era (1922-1941)

d) British military administration and trusteeship
(1941-1960) -

e) Post-independence

\
't
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There is 1ittle doubt-that the Horn of Afr)%a);s first inhabitants

v .
were hunters and gatherers. Mousterian artifacts dating perhaps as far

‘back as 100,000 B.P. indicate early occupation 1n/"Somana (Battista 1969),

whi le ‘tools from the. Acheulian-Lavalloisian cuﬁure indicate a subsequently
fairly continuous human presence in.the area (Cole 1963; Grottanelli 1976)

In the Neolithic, Somalia and the surrounding regions were most probably

e
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occupied by bushmanoid'bopulations (Pirone 1969; Clark 1973), and today's
Wa Sanye and Wa-Boni hunters of the Tana river region are recognized as

their possible descendants.

The next inhabitants were agricultural Bantu-speaking groups who
migrated north-east during the great "Bantu-expansion" (Bohannan & Curtin
1974:216ff), but most of what we know gbout them stems from oral traditions

and the saga-style Book of the Zenj (Cerulli 1957). Descendants of the

Zenj are still present in Somalia, either as part‘of the few and very small
Bantu-speaking mﬁnoritieg in the country or as "Somalized Bantu", as

Lewis (1961:7) }efers to them.

——

The Somalis themselves were probably the last to penetrate into the
Horn of Africa, about the 5th or 6th éentufy A.D. Several hypotheses
have been formulated as to their exact origin, and today there is still no
common agreement. According to the oral tradition, the Somalis are
descendants of Quraysh of the .Prophet's lineage, who was forced to leave
the Arabian Peninsula during the religious pdrges at the beginning of the
Islamfé era. The Somalis, however, are not Arab;; their ancestors
definitely originated on the African continent, although it also seems
clear that Somalis are right in claiming to have Arab blood in tﬁei# veins.
I.M. Lewis (1960:213) cites blood group research to support this.claim,
though cautiously warning that sucﬁ kind of research merely suggests that

Somali blood-types are a blend of African and Arab or Asian characters.

Much more ‘pertinent in this discussion are the results from studies
carried out by linguists. Greenberg (1955) has c]as;%fied Somali in the

Eastern Cushitic branch of the Afro-Asiatic language family, together with

pOromo (Galla), Saho-Afar, and the Sidamo languages. Not .surprisingly, the

)
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speakers of all these 1angua§es have a similar appearance and, as Lewis
(1955 and 1960) points out, are closely related culturally. Greenberg's
research has been followed up in greater detail by Herbert S. Lewis
(1966) who supports the contention that both Galla and Somalis originated
north of the interlacustrine district in what 'is-today Ethiopia. From
there, the ancestors of the Somalis are believed to have migrated north
to the Gulf of Aden and Fhen gradually moved southwards through centuriés
at the expense of the Galla who had previously occueied the eastern Horn
after having dislodged most of the Bantu-speaking groups. This commonly
accepted view has recently been cﬁa]lenged by Turton (1975) who claims
that some Somalis were inhabiting the southern parts of Somalia before the

. Galla arrived.

What is more interesting for our purposes, however, is the quest%on of
how foreign traders settled’ along the Somali coast and to What extent they
came to influence the nomadic clans of the interior. Even before the
Somalis occupied the Horn, the Somali Peninsula had attracted traders from
distant countries. The first recorded foreige expedition in the area

dates back to Queen Hatsepsut's days (15th century B.C.), and through the

accounts of an unknown author of the famous Periplus of the Erythraean Sea
ksrd century B.C.), we know that a number of towns or villages engaged in
overseas trade were already scatteréd along the entire coast of‘the Red
Sea and the Indian Ocean as far south;as preeent-day Mozambique (Schoff
1912). - N

j

The traders of these Afr1can co&sts were of Arab Persian and Indian
stock4 and there is evidence that even Chinese traders ventured this far
West in pre-colonial times. The presence of Arabs and Persians became

even more prominent after the hejira and the rise of Islam, and it is
/ ‘
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therefore important in our analysis to distinguish between the impact of
mercantilism (e.g. development of inland trade, introduction o¢f npew éoods
and technologies) and Islam (e.g. Islamic law, nationalism) on the/nomadic

population. An apprdpriate starting point would be to examine the trade

|
’ ‘ -

centres themselves,

In the north, Zeyla and Berbera early became importaﬁt ports and

3 Zeyla was the most important of the two, and

-centres of Arab settlement.
the earliest certain mention of it appears in the writings of al-Yaqubi
at the end of the ninth century A.D. (Lewis 1960:217). On the Indian
Ocean, the firsf town to be mentioned by an Arab geograbher, al-1drisi
(A.D. 1]54), is’Merca'(Trimmingham 1964:6-7; Cerulli 1957:91), 661 it i§
bp%ieié& that!yogadishu déve]opéd as anmajOr Arab trade centre at about

the same time or perhaps even béfore. As Cerulli suggests, it "arose in

the Xth century A.D. as an Arabian colony” (1957:135).

What attracted traders from all over the eastern world to the Somali
cqast% Since the earliest times, incense had led navigators to frequent
these shores; in fact Somalia was known as "the true- frankincense country”
long before the birth of Christ (Schoff 1912:63). The Arab traders in
later centuries were certainly intereséed in Ehe aromatics and incense of
the Somali Peninsula which "apart from its secular uses in the manufacture
of perfumes and medicines, was indispensable in religious ceremonies" -
(Trimmingham 1964:3), but as trading became more vigorous, more important

7 products such as livestock, "enormous quantigfgs of hides and skins"
(Paulitschke 1967a:288), ghée, precious gums, Jivory, and ostrich feathers
were brought in by the Somali nomads to the trad%ng centres in both the
north and the south, The Somalis also tra&ed slaves, but as Paulitschke

reminds us, only as Zwischenhdndler - intermediaries -, and never Somali

f
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slaves (1967a:260). In/fgi:::j/;he nomads would receive cﬁoth, dates,

iron, weapons, and pottery (Lewis 1965:21), and often these goods would be

traded again with the seqéntary populations of Abbysinia.

Obviously, the increase in trade and the introduction of new
technologies could not avoid exercising a certain impact on the nomadic
N !
society, "however restricted its influence" (Lewis 1960:20). As Goody

has pointed out, the mercantilistic system that developed in Africa at

“the time was "not dissimilar to Western Europeﬁof the same period"

(1977:95). However, it is important te stress that the similarity in the
&

mercantile ecopohy does not necessarily imply simi]a?ity in the socio-
political systems or in the relations of production. The crucial difference
here has to do with property: while medieval Europe/was characterized

by feudalism based on centralized landownership, there was, with the
exception of Ethiopia where the p1oy had been introduced, no African

system built solely or predominantly on property of land. As again Gaédy
explains, "while there were local chieftainships (a line organization)
supported partly by agriculture, partly from.trade,&there was nothing
equivalent to estates inlland of the European kind"3(1977:99). Implicit

J
in this statement is the notion that large_chieftainships could not

N

develop out of or sustain themselves on trade alone, and that long-
distance trade does not necessitate the presence of highly centralized
governments, a topic Coquery-Vidrovitch has dealt with at some length:

"Is it necessary...to associate long-distance |
trading and centralized power? This seems much
more dubious. To be sure, the most striking
examples have been studied within states: Ghana
and Mali were tied to trade with Maghreb; Benin
and Dahomey experienced a similar development with
the slave trade; Zanzibar flourished in the 19th .

- century with slave and ivory trading in East Africa.

But recent studies prove that long-distance trade
influenced the most diverse societiés" (1977:82).
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- She then goes on‘to_bite a number of exampies of societyes in

Africa that were actively engaged in trading, but that nevert&e1ess never
evolved into or became part of systems everi remotely resemb]in% state
soc1et1es The same was the cage of Somali society at this tiﬁe
Agriculture was v1rtua11y non-existent, and trade was only pursued as a :
side-activitx, which meant that Soma]is did not settle down E? any extent
in the coastal towns. Thus, if there was any influence on the Somali

political structure at all as a result of the predominantly Arab mercantilism,

it must have been limited indeed:” The only recorded evidence. of any

possible changes in this regard, took place in some of the trading centres

themselves. Writes Trimmingham:
"In the Benadir states the authority seems to have
been originally a council of lineage heads, as in L
Maqdishu [Mogadishul, Brava and Suju throughout
their independent history, one of whom came to be
recognized as primus" (1964:14).
It is, however, not at all established that the lineages referred to were
Somali., Trimmingham himself finds it "very unlikely that Somali were yet

influencing the Benadir coastal towns" (ibid:6).

It is now time to turn to another major influence that éo]lowéd the
expansion of trade in the time period corresponding to the Middle-Ages in
Europe: Islam. Althoygh it is not possible to determine exactly thn
Islam wa§ adopted by the Somalis, every indication seems to point at an
early date, probably within two or three centuries after the Prophet's
death. Moreover, énd contrary to its 1nf{uence on any other pastoralist
society in East Africa, it spread rapidly and reached all members of
Somali society.4 \

The most obvious impact of Islam on Soma11 society as a whole, was

the role it came to play as a unitary force, part1cu1ar1y in the gihads

/
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against thg Abyssinians in tpe 16th century, the British in the 20th
century and its contributi;; to the nation-building o% Somalia in the last
three decades, making the Somalis "the outstanding example of irredentism
in Africa" (Touval 1972:34). As pointed out in the previous chapter, )
Islam became intertwined with the Somali lineage system which is the
single-most important cultural-historical domain in the determination of -

relations of production in Somali pastoral society.

On the other hand, it can hardly be said that the centralized
institutions which exist in many Moslem countries accompanied the religion
into Somalia. It must here be pointed out that the relationship between
Islam as an ideology and various economic formations, pa)idcu]arly

capité]ism, has been and still is a subject of much debate. While Weber
/

saw Islamic ideology in sharp contrast to Christianity because it was

allegedly inimical to the rationalism necessary for capitalist development,5
f

recent writers like Rodinson see nothing in Islam that would oppose such

development. . To cite a few examples:

"It is quite clear, in the first place, that the

Koran has nothing against private property, since

it lays down rules for inheritance, for example.

It even advises that inequalities be not challenged,
contenting itself with denouncing the habitual

impiety of rich men, stressing the uselessness of

wealth in face of God's judgment and the temptation

to neglect religion that wealth brings... Wage labour )
is a natural institution to which there can be no

objection" (1974:13-14).

/

Others emphasize that the Koran stresses equality, activism,
responsibility, etc., the foundation of the‘“revo1utionary tradition in
Islam" (Hodgkin 1980), leading us to conclude, Tike Marx a1rdaéy had, that
it is ﬁot’ls]am as an ideology that degermines the relations of péoduction

in a society, but rather how Islam as a religion, being parﬁ of the total

42
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superstructure, will remain an ideological elaboration of the Base, i.e., )
the articulation of relations of“production and forces of production.

'  Since the base is different iﬁ the various Moslem societies, it is: from
the point of view of marxist analysis, a contradiction to speak of
Islamic societies as representing one particular type of economic formation

or other.

If we now go back to the inf]uen;es of IsJam on Somali soéiety, we
can conclude that it was instrumental in shaping it in the way described
in the preceeding chapter, though without bringing in either 'capitalist'

- . —
- ’ or ‘revolutionary' institutions with it. Even Islamic law was adopted

to only a limited extent. Although the influence of laws as outlined in , |
the Koran are evident among the Somalis, e.g., food restrictions, rules
for polygamy, austerity and many ethical norms in general, this never
created aﬁy IsTamic institutions with Tegislative powers. The shir
(assembly) always remained the central decision-making body in both ’

political and 1egaf questions, and such 'classic' Islamic’ elements as the

purdah or hadd penalties have been virtually non-existent. Trimmingham ~

even goes as far as saying that the Somalis "follow their own custom to
/

-

‘\\\F}h% exclusion of Islamic®law" (1964:153).

e , It would be misleading to conclude this section without pointing but

that significant chﬁnges occurred among certain sections of the Somali Q
people in the several cehturies following Is]amiigtion. As indicated
above, there was a clear, though not uniform migration from nBrth to south. j
Arabic chronicles establish the prggence of Hawiya clans in the Benadir as
early as the 13th century (Laitin 1977:46), but at this time the Galla J
were still in control over large territories on the Somali Peninsula. Over

¢ {
<* the years, the Galla and various Somali clans continuously fought against




It
— ) - 38 -

each other over térritqria] rights and, while either side could claim
several victories, the Galla were in the long run forced to give up'their
lands to thg expanding Somalis. As late as 1919, British mi]itaryy
authofities found themselves bound to-intervene in the Somali-Galla
disputes in Northern Kenya (Lewis 1965:31). By this time, the wave of

Somali expansionism had reached as far south as the Tana river.

" It was not thé long interaction with the Galla that was to have most

6 7 In

influence over sane‘Soma1i clans,  but rather the\agricultural Bantu.
particular, the members of the Rahanwiin and Digil clan-families gradually
adopted agricultural practices from the 16ca1'Bantd, and today "no single
Digil or Rahanwiin clan is wholly devoted to nomadism,...and throughout
this area where people of these groups do practice pastoralism it is
ancillary to their fundamental concern with cultivation" (Lewis 1969a:61).
Changes also occurred on the level of social organization. Property of ’
land became an important factor in determining the relations of production
leading to significant changes in the p;1itico—lega1 structures, which can
be summarized as follows: N

“the transformation of large, stable politico-legal

groups in the south; the associated development of

a hierarchical, though far from centralized authority

system; and the widespread adoption of foreign clients .

in group- formation" (Lewis 1969a:59).

This development did not occur among the Somali groups that remained

fulltime pastoralists. Thus, here lies much of the two-fold distinction .

between the Samaale and Sab geneological groups reflected in ‘the total

segmentary lineage system of the Somali people, and it is from this’time

on that the analytical distinction between pastoralists and agriculturalists

in Somalia‘ becomes important.
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Colonié% Penetration

~

The Arab presence on the Somali coast up to the 19th century is
sometimes referred to as colonialism, but as demonstrated above, the
Arab traders and administrators had Tittle control over the Somali
population. Indeed, the mode;ate flow of influence that had trickled
from the coastal trading centres on the inland populatiéns had, by the
mid-19th centuhy, turned the other way. The hinter{and, writes Lewis,
"had éome to exert a dominanf political influence over the coastal
settlements" (1966:18). This wﬁé perhaps most concretely manifested by
the fact that several of the Arab settlements were being taken over by

the Somalis themselves, though this had 1ittle effect on the pastoral

groups, and the contact between the sultans on one hand and Oman and . ‘

Zanzibar «on the pther were mim‘mal.8

@ !
Somalia's colonial history only starts with the arrival of Europédﬁs,

particularly the Italians, Britishland French. It should here perhaps be

¢

mentioned that over three centuries earlier another European-power had

briefly taken some interest in Somalia. Around the turn of the 16th’

century, various Portuguese navigators had set foot on thé Benadir coast
only to leave death and destruction behind them, and they never made any

/
attempt to settle down there. The European colonizers of the 19th century,

on the other hand, had stronger territorial interests.

The first foreign power to gain a foothold in Somalia in the 1800's,
though: was not European, it was African. Spurred by the dream of creating
a gigantic Islamic state in the north-eastern part'of the continent, Egypt
occupied Berbera and Bulhar in 1870, déspite British protests. In the

following years, Egyptian presence afong the coast was increased, and by !

I3
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1877 Britain had gome'to/;egard the Egyptian occupation in line with
Her Majesty's interests, the "only security against other European powers
obtaining a fopting opposite Aden", in Lord Salisbury's words (quoted in

Lewis 1965:42).

Aden was in fact Britain/s priﬁcipa] interest in the area. Ever
since 1839, when Britain_forqgfu11¥ éooy over the bort its importance had
increased rapidly. Its strategic 1oca£ion as a stopover on the shipping'
routes to India became even more relevaqﬁ after the opening of the Suez
Canal—ghirty years later. Other European nations, too, had come to realize
the potential j@portaaée of the Red Sea Snd the Gulf of Aden. As early as
1859, France had purchased the Danakil port of Obock.}although the French

J
did not actually establish themselves there until 1880. With the

acquisition of surrounding territories, Obock finally became part of the ¢

French colony Coté des Somélies. Meanwhile), the Italians had also struck

a deal with™ the Danakil by acquiring the Eritrean port of Assab Ehus, from

a British point of view, the security threat referred to by Lord Salisbury
\

may have been justified. As was commoﬁ\among the colonial powers, 1ittle

;or no regard was given to the interests of the indigenous populations

except when they active]y'rebelléd against the foreign invaders. /

¥

+  This was precisely what was happening in northern Somalia. Several

) cjans were getting more than troubled by the behaviour and policies of the

Egyptian colonists, and their dissatisfactjon resulted in several violent
incidents. wgrd of the Mahdist rebellion in the Sudan was rapidly being
spread amongwihé Somalis who came to sympdfhize with the Mahdi to an

increasing eitent, and it was the Mahdist move@ent in the Sudan that X

-~
finally forced the Egyptians to abandon their outposts in Somalia in 1885
(Battista 1969:36-37), By this time, the British had prepared themselves
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to take over what the Egyptians Qére iedvjng behind, partly by signing a

/

number of rather ambiguous treaties with Tocal Somali clan leaders.

—

The British concern about Somalia was not merely military-strategic,
it was. also very much based on economic grounds. The shipment of meat in
the form of live animals from the Horn of Africa was the virtual life-line
for the Aden garrison, due to Yemen's scarce food resources. As early as
1869 "Berbera supplied all the animals consumed by the Brjtish garrison
in Aden and by the local inhabitants" (Swift 1979:448-449). Thuﬁ; it was
the British presence in Aden rathérlthan in Soma]ia itself that came to
affect the t agationa1 subsistence pattern among Somali nomads, as we shall
see later, At this point, it w111 suff1ce to emphasize that northern
Soma111and contrary to the rest of ope territory, remained a British ,
protectorate until the time of 1ndepéndence and never became a true colony.
Consequently, the co]onia1 p011c/es which Britain so forcefully emp]oyed
in so many of her other possess4ons had. a much more 11m1ted impact on the

Somalis . -~

The modern history of Soma1ia"1§‘primari1y linked to Italian
colonialism, despite the fact that essentially only the area facing the;
Indian Ocean was to become an Italian colony. As in the caoe of British
Somaliland, little work has been done on the oo1§%1a1 history of Italian
Somalia, particulariy as far ao understanding the impact of colonial

policies and analyzing the socio-economic development of the Somalis\in

this period are concerned. Only two books have been written with specific

and comprehensive focus on the former Italian colony, and both suffer from

severe misconceptions and biases. E. Sylvia Pankhurst's Ex-italian
/ .

Somaliland has correctly been described by Hess as

IS
§
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, century Europe, as Hess (1966:1-2) seems to believe, but rather that the

.42 - v

"a garbled account, 1o1ent1y anti- Itallan and
indignantly pro-Ethiopdan, based on a somewhat

- untrustworthy use of published sources and on the
author's crusading b1ases" (1966:242).

~ On the other hand, Hess' book can with equal justification be ‘described as

a

tindignantly pro-Italian‘ and, as Iraci points out, "Hess does nat even
seem to suspect that in order to write the history of Somalia, something :
more than just the Italian documentation is necessary”, documentation o ?

that moreover l;1'5 used very partially by Hess, since he ignores the very :

same Italian documents that do not tend to confirm the apologetic trend"

bl

(1969:43). Nevertheless, Hess provides a useful chronology of Italian

colonialism in Somalia and the events that took place during that per1od.

- : + l ’

The or1gins of Ita11an colonia]1$m in East Africa are somewhat

“obscure. Italy was a very young nation at the time, busy]y trying to solve

the many internal problems that followed unification and ﬁad thus
presumably little reason to be concerned about uncertain a&ventures
abroad. Nhen'the Italians neyerthe]gss decided to join othgr European

powers in the 'scramble for Africa"only a few years after Having become
)
a unified nation, it was not so much out of class1c' imperfa] motives, w

V

i.ef, a co]on1a11sm arising from cap1ta1 growth which needed ‘both raw
10

materials and nEw markets in order to continue to grow. ftaly, however,
was a very poor country by European standards and in no pos1t10n to export
capital, nor did:the big industrialists in northern Italy wish to invest h
0verseas until they had created a solid domestic¢ iﬁ&ﬂétrialﬂﬁase. On the
other hand, this does not imp]y that the Italian colonialist.ideology'
differéa to ?ny'relevant degree from the attitud;g in vogue throughout 19th
classic colonialist ideology was made compatible with the actual social and

ecopagic conditions in Italy at the time, as Ir&ci (1967 and 1968) has

[ /
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pointed out. . .

/ .
Italy’s interest in the Horn of Africa can largety be attributed to

<

the influence of certain powerful individuals (Del Boca 1976), partly in
order tc; “provide an outlet...for all the social tensions which, although
. latent, were slowly growing in Italian society" (Iraci 1967:320), One
A of these pq&erfu] individuals was Francesco Crisp‘i“ who was to become
prime minister in 1887 who more “than anyone else was r:espogsible for .'

Italy's expansion ih East Africa by creating, in Gramsci's words, "the
1 - !

8 myfh of 'easy land'l (quoted in Iraci 1967:313). The motives behind

Crispi's passion for acquisition of colonies is also explained by

1 e @

Gramsci:

-

k»':.,,nr/isp/'i"s colonial policy is a direct result of

- his obsession for unity. This enabled him to % 2
. fully comprehend the political imocence of Southern
- Italy; the Southern peasant wanted land and since v

Crispi did not want to (or could not) give it to him
- on Italian soil, and did not want to carry on
L economic Jacobism, he created the mirage of colonial
lands to be exploited. Crispi's imperialism was
passionate, oratorical, but with no economic or
+ financial basis" (ibid).

J ‘ L /

. ’ \\»K"/ -
¥ Italy's occupation of Somalia was a slow undertaking and not without

AN
!

. problems. Aga'fn, it was a private entrepreneur that laid the groundwork,
Vincenzo Filonardi, aided by the explorer and later con%ﬂ general
" Antonio Cecchi. Thr;é)ugh a series oftreatie; with the sultans of Zanzibar,
Obbia and Mijjertein, as well as the British government, Italy gradually
- establlished a protectorate in/S—omaHa. thanks palrtly to Crispi who "wanted
/ ' .to get control of the Somali coast mainly as an outlet for the empire [he] -
, thought he had acquired in Ethigpia by means of the Uccialli 'treaty",n and

also because Italy wanted to "preclude jts océupation by any other European

;/( ! power" (Iraci 1968:29). In any case, the Italian state had no desire to

[ - ‘
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carry out‘ a'regl occupation, so in 1893 the Filonardi Compaf?)"fwas gWen a
concession to establish 1"tse1f on the Benadir coast and Filonardi himself o
drafted a provisional orﬂinance for the administration, stating among
other things that "all uncultivated lands, unless their owners were
properly ascertained, were to become the property of the Italian I
government” (Hess 1966:42). _ Since practically all of Somalia was neithe‘r i
cultivated nor owned by any particular individuals in any (Eurogean)
Tegal ‘sense, this soon l/;d to armed clashes between Somalis and Itatians,

with the Italians suffering"some emba;'assing defeéts at times.

The Filonardi Companybn]y survived for three years and was replaced

by the Benadir Company unti] the Italian government took direct adminis- -

tratwe.ﬁcontro] of the expandmg colony in 1905, 12 Italian Somaha was

formally established in 1908 although the Mijjertein coast and the

district of Obbia were to remam merely protectorates until 1925. -

The first period of Italian colonialism left few scars on Somali
society as a whole, the main focus of Italian interest in the Horn
remaining Ethiopia despite the defeat at the hands of Emperor Menelik's
troops in 1896. As Iraci points out, "the Italian conquest did not rap'id'ly
bring about great changes in. the traditional Somali society" (1968:29).
Th'IS is not to say that this was a peacefuk period in Somali history;
many Somahs [and Italians) lost their lives in frequent battles and
outright massacres. Del Boca provides a good summary of the Italian
policies in this beriod: .

"It was a policy charac?emzed above aﬁ by the:

lTack of'‘a precige objective, by a total inexperience
of colonial affairs, by contradictory actions and

the scarce understanding of the indigenous populations.

If one adds to all this the bad administration of
the first years, the broken promises, the unjustified
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retaliations and the despise for the cultural
manifestations of the natives, one is perfectly
able to comprehend the revolts, all smeared in

blood, which took place from 1895 to 1928" (1976:
429- 430)

1

The Italians soon discovered that "Somalia is not California", to
-use the words of Robecchi -Bric;:hetti (quoted in Del Boca 1976:421), and
in 1905 it 'lookéd ‘as if the colony was destined to sink into oblivion,
with- no more than 13 Italians left in the Benadir. It was é collony only
in name, run by a handful of corrupt of ficials with no scrup1e§ who did
not hesitate to assure themselves cr;nmissions on the siave trade despite
the offic?ﬂ anti-slavery rhetori c_of the Italli an government (Del Boca \\

1976 : 783-785). 1

/

From 1905 on, Italy assumed direct rule of the colony, but it led to

few changes. ‘ A]though 46,800 hectars of the best agricultural land were

allotted to fifteen Italians between 1907 -and 1909, this enterprise sdon
ended 1in 'failure 1ike those in the preceeding decades. Like British
Soma]ﬂalhd, Italian Somalia.was referred to as thg "Cinderella of the
Colonies", (Del Boca 1?76:867), and as late as 1921, only 656 Italians

lived in the colony.

In retrospective, the period of colonial p_enetration in Somalia was
quite different from other sub-Saharan countries. By 1920, most black
African countries had been solidly integrated in the_ world capitalist
system, and their economies had to some extent become independent on this
system. Somalia's position at the time r;:\n pardw be séid to conform tc;
the common definition of dependency (cf Chi';cote 1977),]4 nor did Somalia

fit into any of the three major patterns of colonial development in Africa

" outlined by Amin (1977).]5 Both British and Italian Somalia remained as

[ . - - - .o - A b s o
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we have seen, the 'cinderellas' of their respective empires and, although

the presence of the colonial powers obviously contributed to bloodshed

‘and sufferings among the Somahs, not the least in the north where

Somalia's nat1ona1 hero Moﬁamed Abdulla Hassan conducted a twenty year long

_ fight against the British, the economic impact remained extremely 1imited.

. It n'{ay here be argued that the’ British interests in assuring a

steady meat sup;/;'l yﬁ‘ to Aden contributed to the {integration of the 1ivestock-
raising nomads into a full capitalist systém;_ however, trade of livestock
was small in volume and conducted more along the simple mercantilistic
system based on barter already practiced by the Somalis before the arrival
of the British. There is 1]1‘tt1e evidence that the increased trade with
Aden led to the emergence of a Tocal capitalist merchant class, nor that '
the powers or prestige of the Somali abbaans (protectors) were substantially
augmented (cf Swift 1977 and 1979). The only full-time traders continqéd

to be the relatively few Arab and Indian merchants in the coastal

sett] ements;
?
i

As far as colonial policy was concerned, it was virtually non-
existent, and as late as 1920, Britain exercised 1jess control ’over the
population than at the end of the 1§th century , primarily because of the

1ong war with the dervishes. Th1’s rebe”ﬁibh, incidentally, may be

e

In the south, the Iﬁa?]ians initially had tried to profit from their
colony through private companies, and had they succeeded, Italian Somalia

could have become part of what Amin describes ds "Africa of the concession-

making companies" ( 1977:142). However, neither the Filonardi nor the

Benadir Company were ever comparable to enterprises 1ike la Compagnie
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Francaise d'Afrique Occidentale or the British East Africa Company, nor
were the conditions in Somalia receptive to such kind of busineéé. When

Italy assumed direct control of the éolony, colonial rules and regulations

-

were introduced, but they were impossible to enforce on the majority of
the population whose nomadic Tifestyle kept them out of reach of Italy's
very limited contingent of colonial officers. The punitive aéti ons
conducted by the Italian military could not have long-lasting effects,
though they could be extremely brutal. Here is-how Del Boca summarizes
the first period of Italian colonial presence:

"...Italian colonialism of the last quarter of the

19th century and the two first decades of the 20th

century was not 'different', i.e. more human, more

.enlightened, more tolerant than other contemporary

European colonialisms.., (Rather) it without doubt

transmitted some dangerous inheritances to fascism:

great aggressiveness, not even frustrated by the

defeats, the practice of genocide, the despise for s -
coloured people [and] the men ready to try again to . -
achieve what previously had failed" (1976:Preface).

The Faéci st Era

~

!

Mussolini's march on Rome in 1922 did not bring about any dramatic
changes in the Somali colony, although the fascist period as a whole was -
of great consequence for the Horn of Africa. As again Del Boca points
out, “the transition from the democratic-Tiberal state to the fascist ‘
regime occurred, within the sphere of colonial’ policies, w1thout
turbulence [and] without any 51gmf1cant turns wh1ch even if unmtentwonaﬂy,
guaranteed a perfect continmty" (1979:3).- In Somalia, a major colonial
development was under way, but it had already started a few years earlier

with the arrival of Luigi Amedeo di Savoia, known as the Duke of Abruzzi ’

t

in 1919.

k
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The Duke had not been discouraged by the fact that all agricultural

schemes in Somalia so far had failed miserably, and after having surveyed- J

the land, he went back to .Italy in 1920 to fml.md la Societd Agricola
Italo-Somala (SAIS). When the Duke returned the following year, SAIS lands

were already being cleared and labour was contracted through local

agricultural clan leaders, particularly among the 'Somalized Bantu'.

Droughts between 1920 and 1922 helped the company contract labourers quite
easily since "poverty and lack of work at home drove many people to seek
employmer;t with the company" (Lewis 1965:94). However, when the rains
returned to the Somali ;)astures and indigenous plots, so did ;nany of the
§AIS workers, and the company experienced an acute shortage of labour.
Luigi di Savoia tried to encourage agricultural workers to settle on SAIS
land by 'giving each family one hectar of land of which only half was to

be cultivated for the company, bu-t when this proved to be insufficient as
an incentive, the Duke sought cooperation from the new governor in Somalia,
the quadrumvire Cesare De Vecchi, who readily started to recruit labour by

force.16

'Besides'"redimensioning considerably the legend of the farmer-prince”,
as the Duke was called' (Del Boca 1979:83), the forced recruitment of labour
signified the start of a new colonial era in Somalia, in which SAIS came to
represent "a 'normal' capitalist colonialism" (Iraci 1969:64). It is here
interesting to note than even if the colonial administration undertook
severd] forages to collect workers, some of which "are still bitterly
remembered today" (Lewis 1966:95), SAIS in 1930 had to go as far as

Ethiopia to recruit labour.

Moreover, taxes were introduced in Somalia for the first time in its

history/ mainly in the form of hut taxes, business income and personal
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income, taxe ocketed in 1935/36 to help finance the invasion of
Ethiopia. Understandably, however, "most of them did not affect the

Somalis of the interior" (Hess 1966:161<) , and most of the revenues in the

. colony were derived from import and export duties.

>~

De Vecchi's iron-hand governo\rship also contributed to an expansion of

the colony with the annexation of the northern sultanates in 1925 which

~

up to then had remained only Italian protéctorates. Almost simultaneously,

"Britain ceded the Jubaland territory to Italy in return for having fought

‘¢

on the same side in World War I,

It soon became evident that De Vecchi's incumbency represented but
the beginn)‘ng of a brutal colonialist mﬁe under fascism. A system of
virtual apartheid was introduced, while the use of forced labour gradually
became more widespread and cruel » leading even a proclaimed fascist,

Marcello Serrazanetti, to voice his indignation in three lengthy memorandums

to Mussolini and the Pav'h'ament:17

"the forced labour which is being imposed on Somali
natives in the last few years, cynically and vainly
disguised by a labour contract, is considerably
worse than true slavery, because the indigenous
labourer is stripped of the valid tutelage of the
slave based on his venal value, a tutelage that
assured him at least of that minimum of care that >
the last of the carters has for his donkey in the

fear of having to buy 2 new one if the latter dies.

In Somalia, meanwhile, when the contracted native

dies or becomes disabled, one immediately asks for

a substitute at the nearest Government Office which

provides a new one for free" (quoted in Del Boca

1979:204). °

"

Meanwhile, the trend towards 'norma'i' capitalist colonialism initiated
by the Duke of Abruzzi through the dj\{érs-i ficatiqn of cultivated crops,
&
returned to "predatory coTonialism" in the 1930's (Iraci ]969:64-65) with

'the near monoculture of bananas, a crop not particularly well-suited to

i
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the local ecological conditions and which benefited neither the Somalis,
nor the Italian consumer "who had to pay almost twice as much for the
small Merka-banana as other European consumers were paying for the Central

“

American bananas" (Detl Boca 1979:199). . 3

When it comes to the alleged philanthropic aspect of the Italian
¢olonialism and its 'civilizing' mission, the balance from the fascist era
shows Tittle support of this. Although the Italians, mainly through
Cathoh‘lc mission’s,”opened a number of elementary schools in the main
towns and vﬂ'lage\s, the number of Somali and Arab pupils attending such
schools was only 1,776 in 1939 (Lewis 1965:97). Some additional education
was provided to train Somalis for the increasingly bureaucratic civilu
service and administration which was modeled to some extent on the British
system of colonial districts, a system that was superimposed on the
traditional political structure which continued to function as before,
particularly among the nomadic clans. Muslim judges or Kadis continued to
preside over traditional courts, although the administration decided who
was to be appointed. Crimes against Italians and disputes between Italians
and Somalis were dealt with directly by the administration or, as Serrazanetti
could report, by Qhe Italian residents themse1ves; through mostly corporal
punishment, sometimes resultjng in the death of the 'convicted' Somalis
(Del Boca 1979:205). The imposition of fascist 'law' culminated in 1939
with ‘the iﬁtroductipn of penal sanctions "for the' defense of the prestige of

the race" (Iraci 1969:61). :

The British involvement in the northern Protectorate in this peljiod
was far léss significant, The'Bm’tish, from the beginning, had minimal
1nteresé in Somaliland as exemplified by a characteristic comment made by

Lord Salisbury in 1887 when Menelik IT started his conquest of Somali

/




- 51 - ' ]
territories:
"Her Majesty's Government consider that imperial
interests in Somaliland Protectorate are insuffi-
- cient to justify their contributing towards its
defence" (quoted in Som. Dem. Rep. 1974:19).
Although, as we have seen, the British subsequently were forced to
contribute considerable funds and men in the Protectorate during the
dervish rebellion, this possibly only made Britain even more reluctant to
make further funds available in the 1920's and 1930's. |
A major development took place in the north during this period, though

initiated by the Somalis themselves "without any assistance or aid from the

Protectorate authorities” (Lewis 1965:102). It was the gradual adoption of

agriculture in the western regions of the Prote'ctorate, although the nomadic
<

economy continued to prevail. No significant changes in the production

cycle occurred in the pastoral sector since exports of 1ivestock and

livestock products remained relatively steady until the 1950's.

The British, too, attempted to introduce taxes, through 1évy1'ng a
direct tax on livestock. However, it was soon discontinued due to violent
opposition leading to the killing of the British District Commissioner in
Burao (Lewis 1965:103). Since they received little capita'l.from their
Protectorate, the British consequently spent very little on so‘cia-l services.
Whe number of schools established were even lower than in the Italian
colony, although some add_itiona] financial support was provided to Koranic

Schools.

As the case was in the south, the British made use of tribal elders
who received small stipends to help the administration exercise its authority,
and indigenous matters were left to the judicial power of the Kadis.

H

However, as Lewis pointsout,
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"despite some superficial concessions to the

principle of indirect rule, in practice the

Protectorate was governed as directly as

[Italian] Somalia, though with a much lighter - ' {

hand and more restricted purview" (1965:105). "

In summary, the colonial presence in the south was much more intense,
and dramatic than in the north, though it largely affected only a small
percentége of the population. Even at the height of the forced labour
schemes in Italian Somalia, for instance, 'only' 6~7,000 people were
engaged in agricultural work for the Italians (Del Boca 1979:206), and
Hess is probably right in claiming that "tﬁe Somalis of the interior
¢
continued to live as their ancestors had lived centuries earlier” (1966:
) ‘

186). The only t1’m§s the nomags\ carr}e in direct contact with the Italians
were during the latter's punitive expeditions against them, or as hired
soldiers, particularly in the campaign against Ethiopia when at least a

fifth gf the 30,000 African so]ciiers led by General Graziani towards Addis

Ab;eba were Somali zaptié. ‘

Ec-onomiéaﬂy, Somalia never paid off for the Italians. SAIS remained
"the only modern and substantial enterprise Italian colonialism managed to
create in Somalia" (Del Boca 1979:216), and even SAIS had started to
decline after the death of the Duke of Abruzzi in 1933. Somalia essentially
continued to be but a stepping stone for the realization of the dream of an
Italian East African Empire origina]ly conceived by Crispi and finally
implemented by Mussolini in 1936 through a conquest that was totally
anachronistic and reminiscent of the 19th century predatory co]om’ah‘sm.]8
The British on their side continued their policy of contro] without involve-

ment (unless challenged militarily), a pblicy that was extended to Italian

Somalia and the Ogaden after the defeat of Mussolini's troops in 1’941.

!
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‘British Military Administration and.Trusteeship

L

Italy had no problems occupying the understaffed British Protectorate
in August 1940, but it was.a short-lived triumph. Already seven months
later, the British were back in control after having destroyed the five-
year old East African Empire of the Ita1}3ns. Because of the general war
situation, and because the Protectorate bordered on occupied territories
and the Vichy-amniniétered’Djibouty, Britain decided to install a military
administrati?n there, though "in practice little éhange in what had
already been done was needed or occurred"; to cite the official British
view at the time (Rodd 1970:179). Without here discussing whether change
was "needed" or not, it is clear that indeed, the Protectorate continued
to be administered in the same fashion as before the war with minimal
invalvement on thé part of the British in the ?oma]i economy or social

development, and toa large extent through the same individuals as before

who had returned to their old posts as civil servants; only the highest

t

- authority had changed from civilian to military. It should also be

mentioned that although Emperor Selassie had been returned to his throne,

British miTlitary administration extended to the QOgaden region as well.

. Any changes were necessarily greater in the south where Britain was

replacing Italy as colonial ruler, also through a military administration.

Among the immediate problems the British had to f§ce, was the chaotic

economic situation "created by the collapse of the various Italian para-
statal monopolies” (Lewis 1965:117). 1In addition, there remained 8,000
Italians in the co1on;, and although some of them were arrésted or interned,
many Italian civil servants continued to perform in their old jobs. Even
the head of the Mogadishu municipality retained his position for some time,

despite being "an avowed fascist" (Rodd 1970:158). 1t was only the Italian

7
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police that was completely disbanded, not pecause they were fascists, but

on account of their unreliability and bad discipline" (ibid:153).

»

The agricultural estates of the Italians were for the most part left
untouched, despite the recognition on the part of the British that the:
fascist labour policy "was in fact indistinguishable from slavery" (ibid:
162). It soon became evident that the Italian lapdowners could not
continue to enjoy theisame incomes as befbre from their plantations, with
the war, the banaparmonopoly had collapsed, and taking advantage of the

British occupation, "the Somali Tabour force had virtually disappeared"

(Lewis 1965:117). The lack of agricultural labour caused an acute food-

shortage in the colony, particularly affecting the European community,
sométhiﬂg that was partially alleviated when local Somali agriculturalists
were "persuaded (sic) to agrée to hand over Eo the Administration a
~portion of the yield from thgir/Eultivation" (Rodd 1970:163), al]egedly_

in retuhhlfor assistance in ploughing their fields.

/ The major development that took place in tgeiperiod up to 1950 was
undoubtsd]y the emergence of the first Somali political movements, of
which Fhe foremost among them was the Somali Youth Clublﬁhich in 1947
changed its name to the Somali Youth League (SYL), and which was to play
an important role both in the ‘trusteeship and post-independence years.
These political movements were strongly rooted in the growing natio%alism,
a nationalism that became more intens; with the repeated claims by
Ethiopia on the Ogaden and even Somalia itse]f.]g For instance: in an
imperial proclamation in 1941, Hai]e‘Selassie declared:
y "I have come to restore the independence of my

country, including Eritrea and the Benadir, whose

people will henceforth dwell under the shade of
the Ethiopian flag" .(quoted in Reisman 1978:14).
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éome people within the éri tish government were sympathetic to Somali
irredentism, and the British Foreign Secretary, Ernest Bevin, "sensibly

proposed in the spring of 1946 that the interests of the Somali people

- would best be served if.the existing union of Somali territories were

continued" (Lewi's 1965:124). The Ogaden was nevertheless handed over to

Ethiopia in 1948, to the outrage of the Somalis who had vigorously

20

opposed the transfer. Six years later, also the Haud and Reserved

B
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Meanwhile, Ita'ly"was pursuing a very active diplomacy abroad in order

to obtdin control over Somalia again, something that turned into a -

virtual propaganda- campaign assuming "formidable proportions" in 19,47
(Lewis 1965:125). The Italians also sought support within then‘ former R
colony, and since the Darood-dominated SYL was very much agamst the
return of Italian administration in any form, the [talians actively
supported political groups and Hneaggs hostile to the SYL.23\

A
by

The decision on Somalia's. future was left to the Four Power Commission -
composed of France, Great Britain, the USA and the USSR. Unable to reach
agreement, the four powers subsequently brought the problem to the newly
created United Nations. After.a series of 1engthy dehberations the UN

@
agreed to leave northern Somaliland to the British and then made the unique

e e N

decision of imposing a trusteeship on southern Somalia

"which was not to be administered by the authority
in control during the immediate pre-trusteeship
period" (Finkelstein 1955:6).

N
k\‘%{\

The conditions stipulated included that Somalia be granted independence

by December 2nd, 1960 (a date later moved to July Ist of the same yéar)
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* (AFIS) were to indicate, the Italians were concerned about creating
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Y *

* “"promoting the political, economic, social and
educational progress of the inhabitants in the
territories under trusteeship" (quoted in
Meregazzi 1954:6).

f ' - '
It may here be appropriate to ask wh}l Italy showed such an interest
in regaining ;:ontrol over her former colony albeit indirectly. It has been

arqued thatq it was mainly out of reasons of prestige, and that the Italians,

since they had "joined the Allied cause after overthrowing Mussolini in ,

1943, did not consider themselves to be a'. defeated enemy" and consequently
saw it as justified to clkaim back old co'lornﬁes (Hess 1966:191), ‘an argument
that uanestionab]y was imporin:ant in order to solicit popular support in
Italy in the late forties. But the Italian irfte;est in keeping a foothold
in the former colony was due to moré than "icieologi'ca] and traditionalist *
motives”, as for instance Triulzi proposes (1971:445), Rathéf, and as

developments during the Aministrazione Fiduciaria“ Italiana. in Somalia

-
v

_conditions that by the time of the imminent independence would at least

come close to what is comonly defined as a neo-colonial situat'ion.22 For

~ instance, one -of Italy's principal aims with education in Somalia was to

create a "native middle class” to help take care of business interests in

the up-caming -nation (Costanzo 1956). The perhaps clearest expression of -
some of the tmrekhative”s of IEa’1y is embedded in the following statement
by Vedovato in an article entitled “Somalia in face of the sixties":

"Africa can represent an important source for primary ,
products for ItSly, as well as being a possible and

interested markgt for the products of her industry.

But in particular, Africa has the room and possibilities

to receive...thousands and thousands of Italians and

thus contribute/to the solution of the number one

problem in our jcountry" (1959:208-209).

i 4 o } .
The Itatian straftégy during the AFIS period is particularly reflected

I

¢
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in the revival of the banana cultivation. As Iraci argues, "banana was

. what could least contribute to the long-terii development/of the Jocal

-
economy” (1969:66). Moreover, the emphasis on bananas ‘allowed [taly to
be: in almost total control of the Somali economy, since Somalia, starting

in the 1930's, derived most of her export earnings from bananas. Only

kS

during the forties, under British m'i'h'ta;'y administration, did most of

the export value in the south come from livestock and livestock products,
but this was not due to any significant increase in this production sector,
but rather because the banana-industry had come to "a virtual standstill”

(Karp 1960:44). , 5.

/
With’ the return of the Italians in 1950, the Somali banana industry

became again ';almost entirely depvendent upoﬁ access to the Italian market"
(ibid:89), a market totally controlled by the poweorfu1 Azienda Monopolio
Banane (AMB). The areas utilized for banana cultivation increased over,
three ;imes from 1950 to 1960, which "confirms to what fJoint the sole
objective of the Italian trusteeship was to repropose the Italian co]onja1
presence in Somalia, to repeat, and indéed consolidate the old patterns of
dpmination (Pestélozza 1974:98). Not only did the banana industry help
Italy control Somalia's export eéonomy, it also p?-evented the ’development
of other agricultural.sectors that could have helped the Somalis' to become

self-sufficient in food-products by the time of independence.

'

It has beenl pointed out that the banana industry never provided ‘{talx

~with a profit and that it actually remained an economic liabiFity both to

the Italian government and the Italian consumer (cf Karp 1960). This, /
. . e .

. howeyer, was but the price Italy had tp pay for political convenience,

something the Italians hoped to translate into ‘economic profit partly

because they expected oil to be discovered in Sémalia. Of the total private

L
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and public investment between 1954 and 1957, for instance, nearly half v

went to oil prospecting (Karp 1960:132).

The deve]opments\ in the British Protectorate were quite different
in this period, where evérythw‘ng "proceceded at a more leisurely pace"
(Lewis 1965:148). No date was set for independence of the territory until
the late fifties when it was obvious that the Protectorate would want to

[

reunite with the AFIS-territory for independence. The British still had

- minimal interest in their 'Cinderella', and development programmes Were

Timited to moderate improvements in education and infrastructure plus
some, assistance in the pastoral sector through veterinary service and

water-storage basins. ) , - : ‘
,{ .

The Prc;tgctorate nevertheless experienced greét "changes in the
,éomposition and volume of exports. Due main—1y to the Middle-Eastern oil-
boom, the traditional nur‘nberuone export .frc;m the Protectorate, skins and
hides, gave way to a sharp incréase in export of 1J1've animals to oil-rich
nations, pari:i cularly Saudi-Arabja. From 1954 to 1959 "“the increase in ‘the

vabue of exports of 1ivestock reached 76 per cent, while animal units ;

X expo‘ryri rose by 40 per cent" (Konczacki 1978:84). This overwhelming

increase naturally led to changes in the pastoralist economy, for instance
iqn herd composition and grazi‘ng patter’ns,’ but perhaps more important, 1 t
"induced a shift fromaa principally subsistence economy to a much more
marketgorientéd one" (Swift 1979:453)'. aluthough this starited to have

consequences only in the 1960's.

The :south did not- experience the same increase in livestock exports
in absolute terms, thoagh the total weight of exported Tive animals nearly

quadrupled betiween 1954 and 1959 according to AFIS figures. Still, this

!

sector accounted for only 4.3% of the total export value in the year
7 o

R

b ) -

8 R .
AR TR S e T T am—

et v A md o e Cn o



R e

i mm———

b 6 St o s atsuy on 1 Ty s N b kst S e

/

T T E P P st

P TR I o 4o U s gy a

- 59 -

!

immediately preceeding independence (AFIS 1959:212-213).

When coifiparing the co]onia1apolicies in the two Somalias throughout
their turbulent history, there is one striking similarity to be noted.
Both colonial aﬁministrations were highly centralized and had a limited
influence on the majority of the population, namely the nomadic
pastoralists. Even in Italian Somalia, where the colonial presence was -
strongest, despité cértain changes in the fields of education and government,
at the time of independence and reunification "the traditional Somali
focial structure was very much intact" (Laitin 1977:81). The economic
changes in the Protectorate and the AFIS territory came too‘]ate to have

any significant effects before “independence.

Post-Independence

©

On June éGth; 1961, British Somaliland became an independent nation,
* but. only ‘five days later it joined former Italian Somalia, on the day of
her independence, to become a new state named the Somali Repub]ic.) It
soon became evident that the south would bééome the dominant partner, not
only becauyse the south, due to a much greater population was allotted the
vast majority of parliamentary §gats (90 vs 33), but also because the
- southerners had gotten the opportunity to gain more experience in the
’ poT%ticaluand administrative matters of a modern state. A; A.A. Castagno

points out,

L]

L

"one of the most striking differences between the
« political developments of Somalia and Somaliland -
lies in the lack of maturation of political parties
in the latter. Britain did not permit political
‘party representation in.the town, district or L
protectorate advisory council, or -the Legislative
Council until 1959" (1964:540). T

I
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Still, at the general elections of Fébruary 1960, four major parties’
L) in the Protectorate had presented candidates and they had all agreed;on
’ acting jointly with the southern parties on matters related to unification.
A major problem remained in both territories, though, and that was tha§
all pslitical parties to a large extent had their roots in the divisions )
between clans and between lineages. Although many Somali nationalists
sought t9 deny the existence of these divisive forces, "all political
l”fparties had, perforce, to utilize these bonds of kinship in attaining their
\\ political aims" (Lewis 1965:168). Hence, forming a government had to be
bésed on the estab}ishment "of an equilibrium ofrthe major ethnic groups,

including those of Somaliland, in the central government" (Castagno

1964:547).

It was the setting up of such a formula that allowed President Aden
Abdullah Osman, a Hawiya, to be elected unanimously in 1960, while the’prime
minister, Abdirashid Al3 Shermarke, was a Daroqd. The first couple of
years of the Somali Republic's existence was nevertheless turbu]enf,

"marred by signs of northern discontent and dissatisfaction" (Lewis 1992:
393), particularly dramatized by an attempted coup d'état by, a group of
Sgndhurst-trained officers. Still, unity was maintained, perhaps primarily
because of the so-called pan-Somali issue, which became particularily
relevant followiﬁ@ border-clashes with Ethiopia andqunya in the early
sixties. ~ The Somalis had never given up their claims far a greater Somalia,
i.e., the reunification of all territories inhabited by Somali-speaking |
peoples, including Djibouti, the Ogaden-area of Ethiopia, and the Northern
Frontier District of Kenya. When the OAU passed its famous resolution on
the intangibility of formér colonial borders, for instance, Somalia

(.> ‘ ' immediately "declared it did not feel itself bound by it" (Touval 1972:89).
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The Somali Republic at this time was a unitary state, headed by a
president. It had a 123-member National Assembly to which deputies were
elected by universal adult sufffage for a five-year term. It was a rather
inefficient political system, "distinguished by weak extractive and
distribqtive capabilities but a strong symbolic capacity” (Potholm 1970:
209). The Somali government's apparent commitment to 'democracy'iand the
fact that the country was, at least nominal]yz one of the few multi-party

states in Africa, received wide praise from the Western industrial nations

" which poured in considerable amounts of money to the country. This aid

was matched by large grants and technical assistance from various soc%a!isi
couﬁtries. In the case of the USSR, for instance, it represented the
largest per capita aid-commitment in sub-Saharan Africa (Esseks 1975),

and in terms of total foreign ass{stance, Somalia received a per capita aid
over three times the average aid to developing countries. Between’1963

and 1969 "Somalia's total receipts of development aid accounted for 85.1%

of her development expenditure" (Mehmet 1971:37).

To what extent aTl- this aid helped Somalia's development is certainly

questionable, and although reliable economic data from this period are

_scarce, the UNCTAD Secretariat has estimated that between 1960 and 1970

Soma11a s real GDP 1ncreased by a yearly average of on]y 1.7%, which means

that the real product per capita fell an average of 0.4% a year (ILO 1977:7).

As Mehmet (1971) has pointed out, most of the aid Somalia received in this
period was either ﬁ;oject-tied.or country-tied, compelling Somalia to
allocate funds to a number of low-priority projects and to buy goods from
specific donor countries which could have been purchased at lower prices
elsewhere. 23 Moreover, and-partly because much of the aid was 1n the form

of loans, 1ncreas1ng the national debt th1s situation led to Tncreased
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dependency on bilateral aid and the e;onomiés of the donor countries.

. o R

k ) y At the same time, most of the foreignrcipital never got beyond the
increasing and increasingly inefficient bureaucracy in Mogadishu,
contributing to an explosive urbam‘zation.24 Betgeen 1960 and 1968, the

capital's population doubled from 102,000 to 204,060 (Arecchi 1977:94),

following a pattern already well established in most ex-colonies in

|

Africa.

- ‘ Econanica]?y, bananas continued ;o play a substantial role but that
could only benefit the Italian landlords and the AMB. The agricultural
workers received extremely low salaries and had to grow subsistence crops

; after their working day was over at the plantations, as their pay could

not cover the cost of food. The farm-workers of the banana-growing regions

were thus pcobably the poorest in all of Somalia.

(

' X . In terms of export value, however, livestock was becoming more and
more important. The exponential rise in exports of live animals that had
started iﬁ the mid-fifties continued, leading to subs%antial changes in
the pastoral sector. As Swift summarizes: ’ L

\ ' "The growth of livestock marketing in Somalia has
» had far-reaching consequences for the pastoral
economy, for the pastoral producers, and for the
N pastoral environment. This increase, I contend,
does not reflect a sustained increase in livestock
production, rather it has been accompanied by the
beginnings of major changes in the pastoral society,
particularly in increased economic stratification,
increased private appropriation of resources, and
a breakdown - without adequate modern replacement -
| of some of the communal institutions and cultural
.o mechanisms which had previously regulated economic
) 1ife and ecological organization" %1977:287-288). ,

Did this 'increased economic strafification' and the change from subsistence

(t) to market pastoraiism imply a change from a pre-capitalist to a capitalist

BT, N VN VSR
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%ode of production? By first glance it may seem so, but before drawing

any conclusions, a number of factors must be considered.

First of all, we must take into account exactly how the
comm%rcia1ization of the livestock sector took place. As indicated
above, trade traditions among Somalis go back hundreds of years, but only
through limited barter. Trade was moreover structured along clan and
lineage affiliations, where the employment of a patron or abbaan ensured
the safe passage across territories controlled by other lineages (Lewis
1962a). The abbaan also acted as %ntermediate between foreign traders
and Somali suppliers. The abbaan, however, acted individually on behalf of
his lineage, thus one cannot talk of a class of exp]oitative\ggggggg versus

pastoral producers, although it is clear that an abbaan was in the position

to make economic gains through his appointment.

y .

With the 1qt%oduetion of the money economy in the pastoral’'sector, ”
which really did not occur until the late fifties,‘accompanied with the
export-boom in live animals, the abbaan became much more like a full-fledged
trader than a patron acting on behalf of his lineage. He would buy trucks

in order to buy up livestock in the interior and invest capital in well-

~ drilling and the construction of water-tanks (barkads), leading to

-"increased private appropriation of what had previously been communal
%

resources" (Swift 1977:290). For the first time private ownership became
of significance among Somalia's nomads. Also for the first time, trade
became the primary source of 1ivelihood among a sma]],‘but increasingly

powerful group of individual entfep%eneurs;

Nevertﬁé]ess, it is important to point out that these'entrepreneurs

continued to have strong obligations towards their dia-paying group,- and
’ b

o Y 2 s
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commerce remained "closel} bound wiéh lineage politics" (Lewis 1962a:380),
éomething that was very much reflected on the nativonal political scene as
well, culminating in the elections of 1968 when 68 parties, mainly “oneLman

lineage parties" (Lewis 1972:397), fielded candidates.

/

The continued domination of clan-membership on every level of po]iiica]

decision making illustrates the difficulties involved in understanding post-

* independence Somalia in terms of the new economic reality of market

capitalism that was penetrating every sector of Somali society. Even if
we look at the pastoral community as a separate entity it is no longer

possible to argue that Somali pastoralists continued to live exactly as they

_had lived centuries before.

On the other hand, this does not necessarily imply that Somalia had

4

- developed into a class society. The relations of production in a society

-

oy

&

do not change overnight, and even 15 years is a very short time-span in a
society's development. If we take 1954 to be the year when Somalia's
pastoral economy started to become integrated in a market economy, it is
obvjous that the cﬁanges in the relations of production in the period up
to the 1969 coup/d'&tat could hardly have led in a total change in the
combined effects of the accumulation of surplus in the pastoral society as
a whole, not only because the changes occurred gradually, but particularly
since the means of production continued to be controlled by the nomads
themselves. The private appropriation of water-wells and barkads was

still of little significance in relative terms.

The role of the state, which only emerged as a bo1itica1 reality in
the_1950fs, also remained on the fringe of the socio-economic life of the

pastoralists. Whereas it is true that the accompanying bureaucracy
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represented an emetéing parasitical group in Somali socieéy as a whole,
they hardly affected the traditional division - or the lack of it - of
labour among the nomads. There is, on the other hand, no question that
the post-independence period represents a shift from subsistence oriented
pastoralism to market pastoralism, but considering the 1imited time it was
in existence, it can be maintained that the relations of production in the
pastoral sector remained essentially the same as in pre-c&]onia] times.
The introduction of commercial marketing represented the introduction of a
new mode of production, némely capitalism (cf Cardoso 1977 and McEachren'J

1976), without necessarily implying that the original mode of préduction

-as described in Chapter Il was destroyed. As in so many other colonial

or neo-colonial situations in the world, two modes of production co-existed
simu1tanéous]y, but contrary to, for instance, India, as analyzed by

Banaji (1972) and McEachren (1976), in the Somali case the capitalist

~

-

mode of production hgd not as yet become dominant.
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_NOTES

)
7

1t s here important to mention that the Somalis did not get the
chance to write about themselves until very recently. Somali as a written
language was only introduced in 1972; before that, a Somali would have to
learn' a foreign language first in order to become literate. In most cases
this would be'English or Italian, although some of the early written )
accounts by Somalis were done in Arabic (see e.g. Cerulli 1957). For
awhile, the locally developed scripture known as Osmania after the man who
invented it, also was used to a limited extent.

2A]though this per1od1zat1oﬁ is based on dates and events directly -
pertinent to Somalia's history, it by and large - and not surprisingly -

. corresponds to the periodization of African history proposeéd by Copans

(1977:19-31). In analyzing the developments and trends of social science
in reference to Africa, Copans clearly illustrates their connection with
the various stages of colon1a11zat1on on the continent, which he )nsts as.
follows: ./
: /

Up to 1860: Exp]oration of Africa

1860-1920: Colonial conquest .
~ 1920-1945: Development .

1945-1960: 'De-colonization !

1960- 2?7 :  Neo- colon1a11sm /

3Berbera has nothing to do with the Berbers o% North/Africa. The name

comes- from barbar, the Arabic name for the Cushit)E spea ing nomads, “

/ o

4Desp1te its universal adopt1on and despipé the fact that Somalis
at times are referred to as "fanat1ca1 Muslims" (Trimmingham 1964:153),
Islam .in SomaTia is blended with some pagan beliefs and rituals. Cerulli
(1957:177-210) offers a very deta11ed and systematic overview of this )
syncretism. | ‘ . ,
} i
It should here be clar1f1ed that Weber spec1fica11y referred to Is]amic :

states, not so much Is]am dn itself. In his own. words:

-7 - "Industrialization was not impeded by Islam as the
religion of individuals - the Tartars in the Russian
" Caucasus are often very 'modern' entrepreneurs -
but the religiously determined structures of Islamic
states, their officialdom and their jurisprudenci “
(1968 1095) : ~ / )

N 66 - "
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He then describes this stru ure as exercising a "negative anticapitalist
effect" on modern money ecohtmies (ibid).
Lew1s mentions that some Digil and Rahanwiin and later even some
?arood adopted the Galla warrior age-grade.system, but only "temporarily"
1965:32). .

7The Bantu-Somali contact also fundamentally changed the local Bantu
communities. The Bantu had to accept the Somalis as patrons an they
probably adopted Islam at this time. Grddually they also started 'speaking
Somali which eventually became their only language. Thus Lewis' designation
"Somalized Bantu". . | .

8Thererhad been a significant decline in Arab power and trade in the
Horn.of Africa in the 19th century, partly due to increasing importance of
the ports along the coasts of Kenya and Tanganyka. Here the merchandise
was more plentiful, particularly ivory and slaves. Thus, the Zanzibar
sultanate paid practically no more attention to the Benadir ports. The
French explorer Gullain who visited the area between 1846 and 1848 found
that for instance in Mogadishu“the only remaining Zanzibari representative
was an old Arab with an Indian as tax collector”, while in Merka th;;E
was no one but "an aged customs official" (Lewis 1965:38-39). The.major
ports in the north, on the other hand, were by now under the Ottoman
Empire, but the situation there was not very ‘different from the Benadir.
Burton {1966) in his famous expedition in northern Somaliland in 1854,
for instance, reported Zeila to be terribly isolated and under an almost
constant siege by Somali nomads. |

glt should here be p01nted out that despite their short tenure in’
" somalia, the Egypt1ans managed to introduce a number of new policies
characteristic in colonial rule. As summarized by Laitin,

“the Egyptian levied deck and transit dues, .import
taxes on goods from the interior, a health tax,
light dues, grazing charges, and passport fees...
The Egyptians also modernized the market at
Bullaxaar, standardized weights and measures, .
appointed a sheekh who led prayers at the mosque,
and thought the people 'to help understand their
religion.' They attempted’ to bujld roads as well,
and encouraged commerce in goats in their pac1f1ed
/territory. Both in Berbera and Seylac [Zeyla], the
Egyptians built quays to improve the ports, and
they established regular mail service from Berbera,
: Seylac, and Aden to Suez. In Seylac they also built
schéols, housing, and offices. They sent a team from
the Agr1cu1tura1 Ministry to assess{the potential
of salt and nitrate deposits as well" (1977:47-48).

Lewis also reports that the Egyptians initiated public works through corvée
labour (1965:43), but due to the limited time the Egyptians wére present in
Somalia, it is doubtful that this practice or the other policies listed by
Lait;n had any significant effect in the long-term on the Somali population
of the area. .

L)
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]OIt may perhaps be argued that Italian colonialism started even before
unification, sifice Assab was acquired in 1869, the year before the occupation
of Rome. However, this acquisition made by Giuseppe Sapeto was on behalf
of the:private interests of some Genoan shipowners, particularly Rubattino,
rather than for the Kingdom of I¥¥y (cf Del Boca 1976:33-49).

1]The treaty of Uccially was signed on May 2nd between Menelik II and
the Italian representative Antonelli, and it proved to become extremely
controversial and eventually led to the battle of Adowa (cf Lewis 1965:50;
Del Boca 1976:313-341 and 463-487). . / .
"

]ZIt is interesting to note here that Cecchi, who initially had been
one of Filonardi's strongest supporters, more than any other individual
contributed to the downfall of the Filonardi Company, partly in ordef to
promote his own personal ambitions in Somalia (cf Hess 1966:50-56).
Cecchi's efforts, however, never paid him the rewards he had hoped for. In
November 1896 he was killed by Somali clansmen near Lafole.

]3Indeed, the Italians had used the 'abolition of slavery' as a
pretext to conduct several punitive expeditions against the Somalis,
particularly those of the Bimal clan who were very much hostile to the
Italian colonists. It is astonishing in this connection to see how Hess
~uncritically accepts the official colonial version of the 'bimal revolts’
at the time which states that the Bimal were violently opposing the promulgation
of "an ordinace outlawing the slave trade and permitting the emancipation
of slaves" (Hess 1966:87), something that, as‘we have seen, is not the case.
Nor can one accept Hess' contention that slavery was a "centuries-old
institution" among the Bimal and that "slaves were necessary for their way
of life" (ibid). Writes Iraci:

"From the way Hess expresses it, it would seem that
Sapelli and Mercatelli [Benadir Company governors]
were committed opponents of slavery, something that,
as -is well known, is not maintainable. Anyhow, it
is evident that here, too, [Hess] does not relinquish
from an indirect apology of slavery: not only the
fact that it was a centuries-old institution - which
besides is not true - is referred to with elegy, but
[also] the implicit suggestion that the 'way of Life'
of the majority of the Somalis was based on the

- exploitation of slaves" (1969:48-49).

]4Chi1cote quotes the definition of dependency outlined by Theotonio
Dos Santos: . :

"By dependency we mean a situation in which the economy ’
of certain countries is conditioned by the development

and expansion of another economy to which the former

is subjected. The relation of inter-dependence between -
two or more economies, and between these and world

trade, assumes the form of dependence when some
countries- (the. dominant ones) can expand and can

become self-sustaining, which other countries (the

dependent ones) can do this only as a reflection of

that expansion which can have either a positive or

’neg;tive effect on their immediate development" (1977:

128). )
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, 15Amin sees the development of‘"three macro-regions" of economic '
integrdtion in Africa as a consequence of colonialism. The first,
described as "Africa of the colonial trade economy", comprises coastal NN
West Africa and its hinterland plus the Sudan; the second, "Africa of the
concession-owning companies", includes the countries of the Congo River™
basin; and finally the third, "Africa of the labour reserves" includes ‘
most of the eastern and southern countries on the continent (1977:141-142).
Amin specifically excludes Somalia, together with a handful of other
countries from these three macro-regions.

]§guadrumviro was the term given to Mussolini's four closest -
collaborators at the rise of fascism, the ones who led the march on Rome.
De Vecchi was the most controversial of the four and soon friction between
him and 'I1 Duce devéloped. His assignment as governor in a remoje and
relatively unimportant place like Somalia must be seen on this b ekground.

17Serrazanett1‘ was eventually arrested and sentenced to five ‘years
in jail shortly after his return to Italy in 1932 (Del Boca 1979:207).

]8This is particularly reflected in the figures for military o

expenditures in the 1930's. In the period 1931-36, the Italians spent

39% of their total expenditures in Somalia on the military, a figure that
increased to 55% in 1936-40. The expenditures for education were less

than 1% of the total in the same periods (Pankhurst 1969:196).  In terms

of import/export value, the Italian colony imported almost five times as
much as it exported between 1919 and 1939, giving an adverse balance of

2.5 billion lire for the period (ibid:201). ‘

-

]gFor further discussion on the rise of Somali nationalism and
irredentism, see Touval (1963) and Lewis (1963 and 1969).

ZOThis led to one of the first explicit manifestations of Somali
nationalism in Jigjiga, where the Somalis had hoisted the SYL-flag. .
When the British proceeded to take it down on the eve of the restoration
of the town to Ethiopian administration, violent riots broke out in which
at least 25 Somalis lost their lives (Touval 1963:135).

2]The culmination 'of this.active campaign againsf the SYL bccurred
in" January 1948 when Italians and their supporters armed with bows and
arrows and even hand-grenades sought to disrupt a peaceful SYL demonstration

.in Mogadishu. A full-fledged battle followed, leaving among others 51

Italians dead.

’jzzAlthough neo-colonialism can hardly be defined in a few words, it
can be said quite simply that it is a colonialism in a new-form, based on .
indirect rather than direct rule, and although neo-colonialist methods are . °
"subtle and varied" -in Nkrumah's words (1965:239), neo-colonialism is )
basically intended to fulfill two main aims:

i

R

- /

o "to serve the interegts - economic, military, pali- .
tical - of external powers; and to.create internal ‘
conditions in the developing countries which assist
the retention of political power in the hands of
those socfal strata which are prepared to cooperate

. with impérialism and which are best suited to carry N
through this collaboration" (Woddis 1967:117). N
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/s :
"“To epstre that the neo-colonial interests are preserved in any given
htry, it is essential .that this country become so dependent on the -
‘economy controlled by the dominant one as to make development of a self-
sustaining economy extremely difficult, if not impossible.

23kor details, see Mermet 1971:42.

24significantly, all the 'aid’ given to Somalia in the 1960'S did
little to improve the struggliing economy or the living conditions of the
majority of the population. A couple of examples given by Pestalozza
should illustrate the situation. Between independence and the revolution,
the agricultural output '

"was marked by increasing insufficiency due to the
-fact thdt only banana growing was ‘incentivized, for
export purposes... .
[At the same time] the canned meat and fish plants

o in Kismayu and Las Khoreh, put up with Soviet aid,

while representing the sole instances of animal-
Vol based processing units, remained inoperative or

produced at below their potential, and only for, -
exggrt"' (1974:38-39). . vy
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. wou]d have been 1og1‘ca1 to conclude that the murder was part of a

-

“Jm SomaHa, apparenﬂy ‘to "master—mfnd the Nationa] Assembly's election of ]

_/ ’ decisiog on_this point was reached late at night on October 20th, the - - K

L 79), and by 11°0'clock, the situation was totaﬂy 1rg control of apﬂitary_ .

/ . CHAPTER IV

SOCIALISM -~ “

On October 19th, 1969. the President of the Somali Republic,

-

Abd1rash1d Ali Shermarke, vyas assassinated by 'a policeman. This happened
n whi Te the Prime Mirﬁ ster Haj4 Ibrahim Egal was travelling abroad, and it o

, carefully engineered attempt to overthrow the government, particulaﬂy
since there had’been "vumours of military intervention" for 'quite somé

"time in Somai“ia (Lewis 1972:400h). However, the coup came only six days : e

later, and to this day there is no evidence of any kind that cou1nd Tink :
the assassination with the peoole who eventually took lpower.i_ ‘

' ]
v ! y ° »

The army only decided to act after the: Prime Minister had returned to -
" new President who would safeguard his own position” (ibid’.‘). and when a

military found Lbe ‘time ripe for a coup A few hoyrs 1a’ter, in the early

morning of the next day.,t‘roops aided by armoured cars "and "une pluie -

dﬂuvienne“ moved into the capital: to occupy key positions (Decraene 1977

9

body that was' to assume the name of the Supreme: Revolutionary Councd 1. }12;;9?3 -
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National Assembly was dissolved, political parties made illegal, and
() Teading political personalities were eit’her interned or imprisoned. But

not a shot had been fired. y /

‘For many Western observers, who had. c;:me to look at Somalia as a
remarkably stable gnd 'democratic’' state, the coup came as a surprise.
After 511, the Somali mi]ita‘ry and police had traditionally kept oytside
the political scene and had seldom if ever tried to influence the policies
of the administration. When the milifary nevertheless decided to take
power, it was in react\ion to the incréasing]y inefficient and corrupt regime

which frustrated not only the military but most of the population as weld.

Laitin is most probably right in suggesting that "disenchantment with the

performance of the civilians seems to have been the motivation for the .
/ U 3 actions of the armed forces" (1976:453), a contention that was partly '
\
7 . confirmed by the tacit approval of the coup by the majority of the

population.

l

Not surprisingly, when the composition of the all-military Supreme

Revolutionary Councigl (SRC) was announced on, November 1st, the President
was deciared to be General Maxamed Siyaad Barre, the Commander of the Army.
Since the new military government‘é\:as not representing any particular |
polifical factiton, it was expected that the hierarchical Structure of
the army and police woul_d remain pretty much intact in its new government
role, with inclinations neither to the 'right’ nor "eft'. This -
'neutralist' expectancy seemed to be cénfi rme&"in the immediate® foreign

C _ poliey statements and by the a_ppointment of an across-thé-line sélecti on

| of "a high proporation 01} the ab]oestkcivi 1 servants" to the SRC's civilian

secretaridt (Lewis 1972:401).. The First Cﬁarter of’ the Revolution élso

catered to a very broad base, a programe that was "traced along

t
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undecisive contours and which enumerated some grandiose principles”
(Decraene 1977:83). 2 In short, the initial task the new revo]utwnary

task had set itself essent1a11y amounted to putting-the house in order.

It was only one year later, on the occasion oLf the 1st anniversary of.
the coup, which henceforth would always be referred to as the Revol ution,3
that it beca:ne clear what the political course of the new regime was

lgomg to be. In his anniversary speech, Barre dec]ared. "We solemn]y and
resolutely proclaim ourselves a socialist state", adding that "it was with

the objectives of sogialist development that the Revolution took its first

steps in the first years of its Tife" (quoted in Pestalozza 1974:29-30).

'The commitment to 'scientific soc1ahsm was further consolidated in the

Second Charter of the Revolution in January 1971.

The Question of Socialism in Africa

One of the problems in analyzing ‘the various socialisms in Africa,
has been the preconceived notions held by marxist scholars attempting to
assess the various national situations. Clive Thomas has identified two
groupsf,oiF marxist-leninists in this context: the 'right', i.e., "those who
have aLccepted the situation at face value.and have tended to see the

countries as being already as socialist as their leadership dec1hred“,4

and the 'left', i. é » "those who have stressed that a socialist orientation
depends exclusively on working class control and direction of socia'l ‘
development" (1978:18-19). The result of this group conflict has been the
emer‘gence' of a less dogmatic theoretical direction known as the non- '
ca;ﬁi talist path thesis; which essentially proposes the bypassing of
capitalism as one possible path, though in pract.ice "it is frequently

projected as the best, if not the only realistic path of ,deyéidpment"
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(ibid:20). This approach is not limited to aci&erm‘c marxism, it is actually
senously considered by several of the "second wave socialist regimes” in

Afmca (cf Rosberg and.Callaghy 1979).

o

ISociah‘st ideology was quite widespread in Africa even before most
states became independent, although it appeared in a number of quite ‘ ' 3
distinct forms under the common umbrella of 'African socialisn', whether
this was Senghor's Senegal, Nkrumah's Ghana, Nyerere's Tanganyika (1a‘ter
Tanzania), or Touré's Gm‘nea. Early African socialism was more than
anything else an idealistic movement baseq on the common behef that
Africans in general were natural' socialists and that thew egahtaman
societies had only been affli cted by colonialism. Consequently, to
achieve true liberation and independe_nce, Africans had to go ba(ék to their
cultural roots. This thinking saw perhaps its clearest reflection in the
négritude sociah’sh developed by Léopold Senghor, a socialism "that

primarily must be regarded as kulturpolitisch, a reaction against the

French assimilation policy which made the search for an Afmcan 1dent1ty

the central theme" {Grohs 1971:6). In other words , 1t was . : j

ideology than a socio-economic system or programme. . e .

. _ i
N o . h
Another famous 'brand' of early African socialism is Nyerere's Ujaama-

socialism. Although more pragmatic than the négritude, particularly since

Nyerere's ideas were put into practice in the building and organization of

the Ujaama-villages, the socialist experiment in Tanzania, too, ig strongly . ,

ideologically based "on an appeal to tradition" (C1iffe 1970:39). Even Nkrumah,

who proclaimed that ‘jthere is on],'y orie socialism - scientific sociaﬂl"ism", tended

to romanticize tt}e African past, particularly reﬂected' in his book Consciencism: .
“The traditional face of Africa includes an attitude L

towards man which can only be described, in its 5
social manifestation, as being socialist" (1964:68).° -
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Thus, early socialism in Africa really amounted to a very idealistic
( philosophy which Sprinzak summarizes as follows: “the most important

claim of; the 'socialist' thesis is that the structure of thinking in |

Africa was communal” (1973:642). Ayi goes even further, by characterizing

early African socialism as "a gimmick, a set of magical prop slogans, or...
g

an ideology in the Mannheimianf‘sense" (1967:27).

In the past decade, these early cdncepts ~have fallen more into the ‘
background. Many of the original advocates- have either been deposed or
killed or both (e.g. Nkrumah, Mboya, Keita, Dia), and a new generation of

socialist leaders have emerged, particu]a'r'ly in the fonne_r Portuguese

colonies. Although these new leaders tend to reject the idealistic

notions of their forerunners, they face many of the same theoretical and v
practical problems, namely how to achieve socialism in the particular

African’ context and how to 'bypa'ss' the capitalist stage. It is neverthe- o

I

L *fess significant to note that “socialism is no Tonger in Africa just a

popular word behind which hide philosophical ideas about exclusively
! _ African values" (Palmberg 1978:12). The new soctalist nations on the ’ !
continent are careful not to refer to their socialism as being distinctly

African or national.

»

" On the contrary, there has been a shift towards 'scientific ;ociaHsm'

with a gré’éter emphasis on class analysis which was virtually absent in

'African socialism', Although the acceptance of the existepce of internal

enemies bf the Revolution indicates a major change inﬂ approach, Africa's
new socialist leaders sti11 have to face the constraints of being

dependent on a c¢api taligt trade network in a capital‘ist world system. As
Rosberg &‘Caﬂaghy aptly point out, thié‘ has the effect that in somé D

d countries on the continent,
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"cdpitalism thrives despite professed socialist

orientations. Pragmatism has clearly ruled the

day... The nature of economic relations make major

structural changes impossible if economic collapse

is to be avoided" (1979:6).

» ¥ -‘ R
Despite the fact that some of the self-proclaimed scientific socialist

regimes in Afm}ca came to power through military coups d'état and others,
specifically in the former Portuguese colonies, through revolutionary
independence movements, there seems to be little difference between them
and their 'African socialist! predecels'sors as far as true ideological

commitment is concerned. Not even the presence of certain emminent

|
ideologies such as the late Amilcar Cabral and Agostino Neto seem to have

" had more than a symbb]ic effect on their respective countries, leading one

author to conc’ldde that there is a profound "gap betweernt the rhetoric and

practice of African 'scientific socialist' elites" (Jow1tt 1979: 171)

The fact remains that very few - if any - 'second wave' regimes have made )
any serious attempts to come to gmps w1 th scientific socialism, andmi\
despite the stated conmtments to lenim st ideology, there is a remarkable

absence of leninist organization.

I
o

Socialism in Somalia ) !

Somalia is considered to be one of these 'second wave' socialist
regimes, i.e., t\hé socialists of the seventfes,‘ and also a country that does
not believe that socialism can come overnight, that it is a process that
will' require both careful planning and time, as ref1gcted in the following

statement by Dualeh: |
"Towards ‘the end of the Century;, Somalia hopes to
break away from the [world capitalist] system which
it sees only as a perpetuation of unequal exchange
between the West and the Third World, the increasing
distortion of her economy and marginalization of
her masses" (1976:66).

e,
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Socialism in Somalia has so far receive!d oﬁ]y marginal attenti'on
froh the academic community. )Aj/though the 5ountry recently ce]ebﬁited
the 11th anniversary of the Revﬁution, or a whole decade of 'scientific
socialism', there is sti1l a profound lack of analytical material from
this period. To be sure, two books; and a number of articles have been
published in this period with specific 'refe}:ences to Somalia's socialism,

but none of them provide enough insight to allow a deep theoretical ,

discussion of the aeve1opments in the country since 1970.

Some authors hav'e! enthusiastically embraced the notion that Somalia
is well on her way to“achieving the socialist goals (e.é. Davidson 1975a,
b and ¢; Kahsai 1976; Pestalozza 1974);6 others have perceived the| |
country's politics in the 1970's mostly in'terms of the Soviet presence
there which ended in 1977 (e.g. BeH 1975; Crozier 1975; Desfosses 1975;
Lyons 1978); whj’]e a third group falls outside both of these tendencies‘
(e.g. Decraene 1977; Laitin 1976, 1979a and, b; Lewis 1979). The least'
useful of the three groups for our purposes is the second one, due to the

lack of first- hand material and, with the exceptwn of Lyons, the fervent

anti-communist b‘iases but again,it must be stressed that eyen the other

authors provide only a limited base for any profound theoretical analysis, ~

'so the following profile of socialism in Somalia is necessarily somewhat

supe;'fici al.

Offically at least, Somalia disassociates herself quite adamantly from

the various African socialisms discussed above. In the words of Maxamad

'Siyaad,Barre, "our socialism is scientiﬁ‘c socialism founded by thé great

Marx and Engels" (1973:227), and that

"our socialism cannot be calied Somali sécialism,
African socialism or Islamic socialism. It is the
original. scientific socialism and emanates from the

¢
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true principles of the noble products of thought of
mankind and the sum-total of the experiences of man.
< Qur socialism is independent and governed by its own
specific cond{tions to produce a society based on
= equality, social justice and unity, in coherence ff
\ with the general laws of scientific socialism"
.(1973:171). : - .
Statemeh\ts like this alone, of course, cannot be taken as actual
de'*:‘cribtions of the situation, indeed, it has been suggested that
contemporary African regimes that have proclaimed themselves 'scientific
socialists' have a comon characteristic in "the absence of ideological
commi tments, developmental strategies, and institutional developments ‘
consistent with their formal identity" (Jowitt 1979:133).7 ‘Although this
statement is far too gemeralizing and encompassing, and also based on at '
somewhat questionable usé of sources, the point made is a good methodological

clue that can be used in assessing the Somali situation.

As far as the ideological commitment to socialism of Barre and his

regime is co?cerned, it has been fairly consistent since socialism was ;

proclaimed, at least rhetorically. The f';undamental thesis of the
Revolution has beer} that there "existed no social classes in th‘e properly
Marxist sense of the term" in Somalia (quoted in Pestalozza 1974:31-32),
though the presence of "a budding capitalist bourgeois system allied to

the neocpionia'list camp" has been admitted (ibid:33). But the main

premise hés been that Somali socieffy as a whole never f'u'lj; entered the .
'cap“yta] ist stage, it has only been an involuntary vuicti\in of the capitalist \
System through colonia]i;m and neo-colonialism: ‘

“0ur socialism-is the offspring of tribalism. Look!
. We have skipped over several stages. We have not
passed through a monarchy. We have not known ¢
feudalism or capitalism. We have jumped fgom
tribalism°to socialism" (Barre 1977:95-96).

Ai‘tﬁough ‘Barre in his speeches makes cbnstant reference to 'scientific

“
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socialism', he has never attempted to discourage religion, in fact, Islam
and socialism é\cé presented as being perfectly compatible:

"If both\Islam and socialism advocate justice,
equality ‘and the improvement of people's lives, who
can tell me where they differ? Where do they *
contradict one another? What harm is there having
the faith of Islam, and at the same time applying
socfalism as an economic and political system through
which our.country can progress? ' I would say there
is none" (1977:109).
/
The argument that Marx and Engels opposed religion is dismissed by claiming

that the founders of socialism were not opposed to religion as’such, but 7
only the reactionary eélements of it, particularly in the capitalist system

explored by them,

On the othér hand, this does not mean that religious men have had a

free hand in their work. Whenever Islam has been invoked to gévernme‘nti
policies, the State ha:s struck withﬂ an iron hand, perhaps best exempl1ified

by the fact that ten sheikhs were executed in 1976 because they had beén R
condemning the new laws establishing equal rights for women and banning
polygamy.? This was the largest group of people ever to be executed in
Somalia until October 1978 when 17 military officers were condemned to ;
Jdeat‘h for: their participation in_the abortive éoup d'état in April of the o

same year.

\ |

Islam could hardly have been excluded from the ideology of Somalia's .

N ' I
‘regime, any such move would most 1ikely have triggered off a mass revolt.

Nor does Barre try to impose any kind of universal formula of socialist
, .

N

"We do not want our laws to be mere carbon copies of -
those of other countries.- They must be representative
of the customs and tradition of the SomalT people.
They must be such as can be grasped easily by the
people and enable them to see what is just and yhat

‘ is not" (1977:35). -

' '
! . v
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It is indeed very difficult to detect any particular 'brand' of socialism

[

in Somalia on the ideological level. The country's cl se association with

~~ the Soviet Union for many years has not resi.:'lted/in the general implementa-

tion of a Soviet model in the country, and Mao/{se-tu g's writings have
frequently been quoted. Nor have socialist models ip other African
/thoug there are some
occasional references to Nasser's policies If there is any country that
has been a source of inspiration it mustv e, as Lewis (1979) suggests,
North Korea. As the President himself has decldred, "a good example c;f
people who have tremendously improved tZeir likes are our Korean brothers"

(1977 ]95)

In an article entitled Kim I1-Sung in/Somah‘a, Lewis explores._to what
extent North Korea has served as an exam%e for Somalia or ‘rather‘, how |
Kim [1-Sung has served as an example for Maxamad Siyaad Barre, It‘ is an
intriguing article and useful since it attempts to analyze fhe connection
between the ideology of 'scientific socialism' with the reality of the
'situation.‘ Bar're has visited North Korea twice,’gpd many Somali officials
have been there on training courses. Le;vis points out a number of factors
that seem to make North Korka a suitable model for Somalia: é

"the shared military emphasis of the two regimes,...
the Korean unification issue...and, crucially, North
‘ Korea's remarkable success in maintaining her

independence, while enjoying both Russian and Chinese
patronage" ( 1979 19-20).

When it comes to Barre himself, it 1s obvious that he has borrowed «

~many of Kim I7-Sung's (and Mae' s) traits 1n his relation with the masses.
creating a personahty cult arourd himself that, a1thtﬁzgh it has been

. subsiding in the last couple of years. has been a prevaﬂing feature of his

\

regime. Socialism in Somalia is 1ndeed strongly associated with the person

f / . I

!
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Maxamad Siyaad Barre, and it has even been claimed that few of his closest
associates are "either Marxists or even strongly pro-Communist" but support
the Preside’nt more out of "ambition and nationalism than ideology" (Crozier
1975:8). Coupled with t.his accusation is the indication that although in
the original counsels held by the President "a number of socialist
ideologues had! important ro]es,...mahy of these people have'since been
excluded" (Laitin 1979b:196). Consequently, the formulation ar;d propagation
of the official ideology has been very much in the hands of 'Jaalle Sj‘yaad'

a man who unquestionably understands his people well and who js an excellent

‘orator. He is careful not to be dogmatic in his speeches, and makes ample

use of folklore through traditional tales and proverbs. For 1nstance, in
exp]aining self-reliance, a key element of Somali socialist ideology, Barre
has stated )

"The Somali proverb that 'one can quench thirst only
with the use of one's own hands' substantiates the
correctness of this proverb~which is a vindication

of the principle of 'self-reliance'. What the proverb
means 1in everyday language is that one's success is
dependent on one's own efforts., The purpose of self-
reliance is that it safe-guards the interests of the
nation. It brings to surface the intrinsic values of

the people and forces them to use their own resources, .
energy and brains to bring about economc prosperity"
(1977 :297).

. g
Laitin (1977 and 1979a) in particular has pointed out the importan{e of
the 'semiotic element' in Somalia's socialism, perhaps best reflected in.the

n Hantiwadaag
literally means-‘wea]tp— or livestock-sharing, thuslidentifying socialism

choice of the Somali word hartiwadaag for socialism,

- with the traditions of pastéralism in Somalia.

Somalia's Socialist Strategy ' ‘ B

—

" Having outlined the rhetorical aspects of Somalia's 'scientific

104
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socialism', it is time to look at what it has meant in practice. Ever

o) Since the October &eclaration iq 1970, Somalia has officially set out to

disengagement from the depéndéncy on world capitalism), popular control

of the means of production, etc., all goals one would expect to find in any
socfalist programme. In addition, emphasis.has been put on éo]vingﬂproblans“’
more particu1ar to the Somali situation, such as mass illiteracy, the
reun1f1cat1on of Soma11 terr1tor1es ('through peaceful 'means') and Tastly,

but most 1mportantly, tﬁé elimination of tribalism, or more correctly

*clanism’', which continues to be regarded as one of the greatest\evi]s of

society by the, Somali government.

To start with the last, it is quite obvious that 'tribalism', as it 1;
officially referred to, still has a very dominating role in Somalia.
Although tribalism was a]redﬂy condemned by the ear]y nationalists of ébe
SYL in the 1950's, made illegal by the first national government. and
off1cia11y ‘buried' in 1971, the present government has hardly tackled the
issue. In fact, Barre continues to stress the ‘anti-socialist nature' of
tribalism iq his sp?eches and, ast%ewis (1979) has pointed out, the
composition'o; the Somali cabinet continues fo try to preserve a tribal
balance of fepresentatives from major.clan-families inumézh the same way

12 though many SomaTis tend to perceive -

as the°previous civilian governments,
most essentxa] power to be concentrated around three Darood lineages
directly related to the President: 'h1s father's, his mother's and that of

[

his son-in-law.

7}- “ - Tribalism apart, a better indication of how the government policies
(") 5have worked out on the practical leﬁéf, particularly in the context of

'scientific socialism', is a closer examination of the various .programmes

Ve ) L]

’

achieve rapid economic progress, egalitarianism, self-reliance (i.e. ——
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that have led Kahsai to mamtam that

2

"the proper seeds for soc1al, po'l1t1ca1 and economic
development have been planted and the harvest of the
fruits seems more promising than for most African
countries attemptmg development” (1976:29).

a)_Foreign_Policy Y | -

A country's foreign policy is sometimes taken as an indicator of what

direction the country's internal policies are ta}n’hg, an approach that has
/

_'its disadvantages, particularly in the Third World where most foreign

policies are determined by exterior economic and political factors rather
tl{an internal 1deblogies. Another problem is that all too often, a switch
in forei}gn policies is i nterpreted as a complete reversal of the existing
domestic policies. For instance the expulsion of Soviet advisors from
Somalia in November 1977 Ted one author tq’conclude that Somalia had
moved away from its 'previous progressive policies", falling victim to
"the'machinations and intrigues of the imperialists and Arab reactionary
states" (Azad 1978'44 ,50). Of course, this\is an éxtreme examblé, from an
article written in part for propagandistic purposes, however and to some'
extent due to a comnon and rather restricted two- woﬂd visi on; it is «often
assumed. that if a country is not aligned with the USSR, it must decessarﬂy
he courting the USAS or vice versa. N
EverA since. independence, Somalia has tried to_maintain a non-aligned °
?‘oneign affairs po]\ivcy. or a 'positive neutral}%y' sténd, as it Wa§ \\‘
axpressed after the Revolyﬁion. History has shown that neutrality .does not .
necessarily imply stability in foreign relations, and Somalia is" a good
exam;.ﬂe of this. The countyy has never fared well in tﬁe game of diplomacy,

and has at times had tp pay dearly for-it. The strained relations with’

- ‘ _
I il
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neighbouring Ethiopia and Kenya during the 1960's and 1970's need no
elaboration. The pointi hére is that Somalia has had serious prob]éms; 1:n )
foreign affairs on a"mi level as well (cf Laitin 1979b:109-111;
Lewis 1965:183ff; Touval 1972:56ff). Already in 196?, the newly’ ' o
independent na.tion experienced the severance of re]atiﬁps with a country |

of some importance (later restored), nan{ely Great Britain, and gvel;* since

the neutralist road has proved rather bumpy.
|

On the other hand, Somalia did indeed manage not to align hoeovfs'eif too
L“closely with either the 'West' or the 'Ea;t' R akeven if the Sov‘iet‘Unionf"
obviously had a great impact on the’-country between 1969 and 1977, the
Somali regime was careuful not to cut off refalfions with Western countries,
' garticu‘lar‘]y EEC countries which Somalia is officially associated with. At
,' the same( time, relations with Arab countries were coqsideraMy expanded
with Somalia's application and admittance to the Arab Le"ague~ in 1974, . This
move caused a certain unrest among some Somalis who worried that it .
éompr;omi sed the copntr_{f's primary loyalty to fellow Afri cans; but the
President assured that. there "was no.need to worry and that after all "t}re
Arab Revolution ac‘ts” in favour of unity;udevelbpment and progress” (qoﬁ'oted
in Decraene 19f7:143). Needless to ‘say,‘ the regime saw 'obvious potenfigl ”

- for aid from the rich cm-countries.]3

moreover, a large number of Somalis
were and sti1l are working in Arab countries, particulJrIy Saud{ ‘Arabia and
the Emirates, and though it is impossible to measure exactly to what ‘

extent, it is clear that the money these Gastarbeitern send h”ome contribute

considerably to Somalia's %fonomy. r__ast, but not Jeast, Somalfa’'s major ,
export mavkets are in the Middle East. In 1978. for dnstancg. SoSh 575 | [

million worth of goods, b;? 85% of Somalia's total export ‘valu‘e. went to

Saudi Arabia atone.. C o : l
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It 1s a]so worth mentiomng that China has ~been an 1mportant foreign
presence 1n Somaha ever since <€hou. En-lai's visit in 1964. During* the
‘Soviet period', the Somali authorities were of course acutely ahare of
the differences between the USSR and China but, as an’ off1c1al expressed it
at the t1me they . ‘ ’

’ "are-the greatest socialist republics in the world.
We neéed help from both and .we have therefore asked .

them to abstain from any polemics in Somalia" s
(quoted in Decraene 1977:134).

!

Compared to the Soviets, the Chinese certain] y have enJoyed more pcipu]am ty
among Somalis as a whotle who, in the words of Decraene, "apprec1ate the
modesty, the diligence in work, the discretion, [and] the zeal of the
Chinese experts" (197%:134). Although the Russian aid hae been ‘larger in
absolute terms, the Chinese aid p'ro.jects have definitely had a mor® long-
lasting and positive impact. It was, for 1nstance, the Chinese, a1ded by '
Somali workers, who financed and buﬂt the more than 1,000 km 1ong paved
highway between Belet Weyn and Burao, thus finally providing a permanment

infrastructural link between north and south.M

i

o -

It. s here worth mentioning that although it has been claimed that
“trade and aid deals between Chin; and’ the Third World a‘r'e' very simtlar in
the mechanics qf their operation to those concluded by the Soviet Union"
(Lyons 1§78 25 ), it is clear that in the case of Somaha at 1east, the
USSR had a much firmer grip on the local economy, enabling the superpower
to exercise great political demands. For instance, ‘itvhas been suggesteb
that the Somali Revolutionary Seciah‘st Party (SRSP) was ,créated 1n"1‘976
largely because of Soviet pressure (pecr&ene 1977:181), and there a{;‘e some
indicatiotis, that t-he Soviets were con&ucting”fmi 1itary-strategic build-up

in the country well beyond the concessions given by the Somali regime.

3
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Thig was exemplified in 1975 when the American Senator Dewey Bartlett hadl
/b’een promised by Siyaad Barre that his UIS military team could see "all

the facilities in Berbera"‘ (ﬂLaitir': 1979!5,‘:10:0). The Sd\fiets, ~hswever, did
not agree and denied the America‘ns entran}ce to a key [a;‘ea, thus giviﬁg
rise to the suggestion that the President himself re;Hy was not- completely
aware of what the Soviets“ were building in their leased mj'litary base.

As pointed out above, the Soviet Union's ability to have such a free hand
in the country was to a 1arge' extent d'ue to the coﬁtrol it exercised on
Somalia's economy. 1 For instance, in the early seventies, more than half
of the,Songh' external public debt was to the USSR, which also reta‘inedA
"conf?ﬂ of Somali supplies of petroleum, 0i1 and Tubrication (sic)" (Laitin

1979a:194). Somalia's approachment to the Arab world must partly be seen

as an effort to break away from this situation.
@y

The relations with the US had started to deteriorate rapidly shorltly
after the Revolution. The Peace Corps contingent was expelled from the
/éountry three months after Barre took power, and the US be(:arpe extremely |
upset when Somalia recognized North Korea and East Germany in April 1970.
The‘foliowing month, President Nixon invoked the Flag Shipping Provisions
Act to cut off all aid t<§ Somalia, because Somali ship;s w‘ere»ﬁregu]aﬂy
bringing supplies to North Vietnam. The Somalis on their hand, suspected
CIA-involvement in the May coup-attempt in 1970 led by police chief Jaamac
Cali Khorshel, thus increasing the tension between the two ‘cmintries.} .

Diplomatic relations were maintained, though.

| - . [

Not being comfortable with. the increasingly dominating Soviets, the
Somali leaders had attempted a careful i'ea'pproachment with the Americans’
in 1975, following the US's Toss o‘f influence in the Horn of Africa after

its closest ally, Emperor Haile Selassie, had been overthrown in Ethiopia.

2
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Senator:. Bartlett's visit was intended as a first step Powar'fis the improvement
of Somali-American relations; howéver, "the !}drbera incident only contributed
to their de:terioraiion" (Decr;;ene 1977:142). But relations wii:h the Soviet
Union were also getting worse, ‘particu}arly since thg USSR leaders were

courting Colonel Mengistu in their effort to create a” Pax Sovietica in the

Horn area (cf Haakonsen 1980b:39).

In June 1977, President Carter declared himself ready to sell Somalia

"a 1imited number of defensive weapons" (quoted’in Yared 1978:29), but

when Somalia engaged directly in the Ogaden war, the State Department

decided that "provj'id'ing arms at this time would add fuel -to a fire we are

more interested in putting out" (quoted in Laitin 1979b:107). D/e§p.1te the
eviction of Sovief advi}sors shortly thereafter, the US presence in Somalia

did not ingrease markedly until August 1980 when, after nef‘n*]y two years |
of neéotiations, the Americans obtained the lease of the Berbera base for

the reportéd]y mpdest sum ofA$20 m¥1lion in addition to jncreased foreign

aid. .- )

Somalia has also sought closer ties with other Western countries in

recent years, particularly West Germany which feels a '‘moral’ commitment »

“to Somalia after having.received the full cooperation of the authorities ’

.in the raid on the hijacked'Ljyvansa plane in October 1977, though the o

Germans have never agreed to Supply what the Somali government wants most,
namely arms. It is interesting to note in thils connection that the
turbulent foreign affairs of Somalia since theRevolution have ‘never

threatened to destabilize the traditional relations with Italy.

As a whole though, Somalia's policy of 'positive neutrality' seems

to have had most'(yr negative eff@pts. Nevertheless, the country continues

e e
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to opt for the "Yugdtlav- solution" (Davidson 1979), and the reapproachment

to the West may not mean a drastic change in the country's policies. It
) J ‘ . -
must rather be seen as an obvious consequence of the severance of economic

and political ties with the Soviet block. It should also be remembered

that relations with North Korea and China .cont'in'ue to be very good, while
' President Barré never ceases to reaffirm his commitment to socialism

{

d H . -
because, in his words, "the gains of the Revolution are enough evidence

on the correctness of thé socialist path" (1978:3).

e ey e o o — i — — o —— t— ——
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While foreign policy is not always a reliable indicator of a
country's internal policies, an analysis of the cduntry's education and

particularly political education system is ofteén a’better method to use
, .

in distinguishing between official rhetoric and actual ideological
| .
commitment. In socialist systems, general education and political

/
education are expected to go hand in hand,’a concept President Barre quite
clearly agrees with: ! i
" ]
"The human being cannot realize his aspirations
/ unless he has political foundation on which he can
lean on. Education must have sound policies which
can act as a foundation for it. Mathematics and .
geography are knowledge which can be taught, but
society needs more than learning various subjects
of knowledge. It needs a sound political foundation
on which it can build its progress" (1977:121),

At the time of independence, Somalia™ had
Only a handful of people had been able to acquire“any post-secondary
education and 99% of the Somalis remained illiterate, The situation had

not improve/cf by the time the present regimé came to power. 98% of the
J

population gontinu'ed to be jlliterate, and the school population was.only

!

very low level of education.

E
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42,000 or-less than 5% of the school-age children (Hancock 1978:279).’

Moreover, education was reserved for a chosen few, sincq most schools were

private.

B

One of the first goals of the Revolution was {to fundamentally

transform the educational system. It started with’ the nationalization of

private schools because, in the words of theiMinﬁster of Education, "in:

these schools, the colonialists brepared only cadres usefullfor their

rule" (quoted in Pestalozza 1974:203). This nationa]izqtion process was

completed in October 1972 when even the embassy schools were taken.over by

the State, and the objective of linking education with political conscious-

ness were again stressed by the Minister:

"Students in a socialist society study to make them-

selves useful to the community...the students in the

higher classes [have the task] of revolutionizing the
country's education and fulfilling the purposes and -
the aims of the Revolution, for the achieving of

scientific socialism in society" (ibid:206).

a

The ultimate goal was to make education available to the whole /

population, particularly through literacy, but here Somalia was facing a

very difficult problem: despite being, together with the miﬁi-state

Swaziland, the only country in sub-Saharan Africa where practically the

whole population speaks the same language, Somalia had no written fénguage

of its own. Any.Somali who wished to learn how to read and write, had to

i

learn a foreign language, which in most. ¢ases meant the old colonial

languages Ifalian and'English. Tﬁg_reason this absurd situation~persisfed»—

into the seventies was that the previous regimes in the country had been

when, on the occasion of the 3rd anniversary of the Revolution, the President

announced the adoption of the Latin. script.

15

Written Somali waskhenceforth

5
¥

" unable to decide on which script to choose, a discussion that was cut short .

-~
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"introduced the following January. L ] /

' - ‘ LY

Thé, next ﬁrob]em facing the authorities was h.ow .to teach Somalia’s
population how to read and write in their language. The ciyﬂ servants
were simply' given six months to adapt to the new Somali orthography which
was to be the on1y4ofﬁ'c1'a1 language, not much of a problem sincé]the}f
‘already could write either English or Ita]fan; though some only khew
Arabic. Asv far as the rest of the population was concerned, it was to be

faught ;hrough massive Titeracy 6ampa1‘gn’s which started in the urban \

centres and culminated in 1974 with an unprecedented programme, the Rural O .
. Development Campaign "under the guidance of 'If you know, teach; if you do o
not know, Tearn'" (Mohamed 1976:96). A1l schools were closed for &ight
/
months, and all pupils and students over the age of twelve were sent qut to’
the countryside to ] . ' ) . b
" “teach the rural people reading and writing, basic
civics, hygiene and some modern techmiques of animal
husbandry... They were equipped with blankets, a

folding blackboard and a water-bottle, and were .
drawing an allowance of 2 Somali Shilling" (ibid:95).

Although it is difficult to assess the exact impact of the campaign, it is
’ »
quite clear that indeed_, it drastically increased Titeracy in Somalia,

perhaps making as much as 60% of the population literate.

Ir{ terms of higher educétion, the Barre regime moved to establish a .g\
a - national university as early as 1970. Previously, there had only been a
v, | " university institute with two facu]tiés, Taw and commerce, built "with )
the by no means disinterested help of the Italians" (Pestalozza 1974:91).16
‘ In additiony there existe;i a Teacher's college built in 1963. A1l in all,
Somalia has experienced great progress in the field of education since
() 1969, ‘\School enrollment, for instance, rose from 42,000 to 243,000 in

1978 (Geshekter 1979:28), but whether the schools have developed "in

I e e e s
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accordance to socialist principles" and helped "accomplish the goals the
nation has set for itself" (Barre 1973:64), is much more difficult to \Q
assess. Lo , , ' .

B : A
. ) <
Political education in Somalia has not‘been limited to the urban

classrooms and/the rural blackboardss The Barre regime has used ,varioy_s”
means to spread its socialist ‘message, particularly thro&gh the meafa and

7
through political posters similar to those-seen in China and North Kore
At the same time, it has attempted to integrate political messages wit
the historical and cultural traditions of the Somali people, a:"virtual
cultural revolution” in the words of Decraene (1977:116). As Barre does
in his speeches, the radio makes ample use of folklore in its broadcasting,
and the news may be transmitted almost in poetry form, fittingly so for a »

peoplez)]abeﬂed "a nation of bards" (Lewis and ﬂndrznsjewski 1964:2).

4 o
In January 1972, the government launched the Campaign for Scigntifig

Socialism, to illustrate "the principles of\ Marxism, the rea;itiés of -
socialist countries, wh/a't imperi%]ism, and capii;:a]isjn- really are"

(Pestalozza 1974:?09), and last, but not the-least, to eQHminate tribalism. -
0f key importance in the C;ampaign were t.ha guu1wadazaa1_’, or victory

pioneers, "the vigﬂam,( the untiring, and the alert" (;arre 1977:307),

a sort of people's militia. The guulwadayaal Ted the iskaa“wax u gabso

or 'self-help' schemes which resulted in the establishment of political

—

committees on every level of society. Part of iskaa wax u gabso has been

the'establishment.of .enclosed arenas in every urban ngighbohrhood and
larger village. They may function as basketball courts or movie theatres,
but they primarily serve as 'orientation cénfres‘. '

’ "Orientation._centres with their public-spirited

attendants, are intended to provide-an approved
alternative basis forc§ocia1 and political activities,

/ -
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indeed to replace the old lineage structure which
the government seeks to destroy. They represent
the new nationalism based on friendshHip and patriotism,
not kinship, and should be the nerve centres of the
i vibrant new revolutionary life" (Lewis 1979:24).’

The orientation centres hold weekly pol jtical meetings witrf speeches,
] 1 .

!

music and sometimes dance.

!

Orientation meetings are also held on a weekly basis a‘¥ public work
places, and special orientation courses are provided for civil servants
| --with the stated aim 'of\ producing “honest men with a high sense of duty and
uni eacﬁalﬂe morals" (Barre 1973:96). The major courses are held at
Camp Hallaane, a fbrmer Italian military installation. A1l graduates and
State officiats are rkequi_fg /three-to-six__‘months courses "of political

education, of professional updating and revision, of ideological formation

and.even paramilitary training" (Pestalozza 1974:95).

L A1l political education in Somalia was’ direcfly managed by the
. President's Office until June of 1976 when the Somali Revolutionary

t

Socialist Par'ty was formally constituted with an elected Central Committee

!

'{
| of 74 persons, a Politbureau of five and, in the words of the President,
‘with the objective of implementing "scientific socialism, in total union |
with the principles proclaimed jj@ the first and second charters of the
Revolution" (quoted in Decraene 1977:171). Thus, political education
became the'responsibﬂity of the Party, though in pr_'acltice it is st1"51
directed from the President's Office since the President is also Chairman

of the SRSP.

Finally, it is worth noting that political education has not changed

_much either in character or in-content since the expulsion of Soviet

. advisors. If there has been any change, it must be in_rigidity. As pointed

-
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out.by Laitin, "Somalis are beginning to feel that they can talk and joke
more free]y in public places" (1979b:113), the ever-present National
Security Serv1ce (NSS) people seem less threatening, and in March 1979 the '
Politbureau -of the SRSP decided to "grant full amnesty for all Somalis who™
7\
have run away from the country on political or other i1legal grounds"

(Halgan Ed1tor1a1 1979:2). In addition, about ha]f of the country's 3,000

X

political prisoners were released. 1 -

~

Whether the intensive political campa'igns sinée 1970 have had any
significant effect on the majority of the population is rather doubtful.
Tae individualistic nature and the traditions of 'a nomadic poHtica]l system
without any real leaders make the Somalis little susceptible to W/
impositions from above: Only ameng some young people who have spent most
of their formative years under the present regime does c;ne find the
‘revolutionary’ dedication that is sought for,

t .
[ )*ng_ al _D_ey_e_l_ogment . y

N

One of the fundamental goals of a socialist society,_is to ac??ieve
equahty In the transitional period, this wou]d“muean mdre eguitable
distmbutmn of income, equal access to social services’, econom&secumty
for everybody, and the ehmmatwn of the dividing lines between rich and
poor. Now, Lems {1961) has argued that traditwna]‘ Somali §oc1ety was
essentially égaHtam'an, and in the previous ch/apters it has been arguedu‘
that 4t least the pastoral sector of the population essentially continued to
Tive in a type éf\so‘ciety that can be identified with the Germanic mode of
piroductipn, i.e., awpre-capitalist s_oc_iety in a traditional phase which

still remains basically egalitarian in te sense that there is 1little or no

‘- .,
capital accumulation, no private property, and no strata of the society -

§
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which exercj'sed control over the means of production. cOnsed'uently, there
was an absence (df true political leadership; it continued to be acephalous,

to use the traditional anthropological Njargon.

It must here be pointed out, however, that this 'egalitarianism' has |
been Jimited to only one half of the socicety, ~,rlamely the men. Women in
SomaH-a have always had to play a subordinate role, a role that was
re1nfor<ced by’ Is1am and also pre-Islamic traditions that stﬂl\pemst such
as clitoridechtomy and infibulation. A]though Somali women have heen spared
the veil, so common in other Moslem countries, they have haelg to abide to J
the Islamic laws of marriage and inheritance. From this point\bf view, the
Somali governméﬁt took a major step towards improving the conditions of
women on January 11th, 1975, when it was announced that

"as-of this date the Somali men and women are equal..
They have the same equality, the same rights and

the same share of whatever is inherited from their
parents" (Barre 1977:3).

\

Foﬂov;ing this law, the Somali Women's Democratic Organization was
created, and when the ’SRSP.came into being, many w‘omen became memb;er'5°
accordmg to Slottved, as much as 60% of the SRSP membership is composed of
women,” though only one of them sits in the Centra] ‘Committee (1979:19).

Perhaps the greatest advance for the women's cause in Somalia-hasibeen in

the fieh‘i of education: between 1970 and 1978, the pr0porti'on of females

in primary{ and seco/ndary schools rose from 20% to 35% (Geshektér 1979:28).
On the ot(hfr hand, the new laws and poHc1es have had a very limited

effect for the nomarhc women, since these laws are difficult /tn imp]ement
among the constantly moving pastoralists. Although the government is trying
to discourage traditional customs 1ike polygamy and the genital mutilation

of women, the large majority of the population pays little heed.

P
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But Somalia's social policies go beyond the passing of 'progressive'
laws. In the health sector, for instance, there have been some definite

improvements. New hospitals have been built, and perhaps more significantly,

2

"health centres and infirmaries have been established throughout the

countryside. Vaccination campaigns have been carried out with the aim of
reaching the whole population as firs% exeﬁp]ified in 1970 during a

cholera ep1dem1c and more exp11c1t1y in 1977 when the Somali government -
in cooperat1on w1th the World Health 0rgan1zat1on 1aun€hed an 1mpress1ve

9

smallpox eradication project, seem1ng]y eliminat1ng the disease not only
from Somalia, but the world'as a whole (Geshekter 1979:32-33).17 I

} - !

. Improved ﬁea]th in Somalia-is not only dependent on the expansion of

medical facilities and services, for many of the most common diseases in
tﬁe country are a direct cqnsequenée of the scarce'avai]Ebility'of*c1ean
water and poor hygiene. .Hence, part of the gevernment's 'basic¢ needs
approach' is oriented towar&s these‘problems, and efforts have been made

to educate particuﬂarﬁy sedentarized nomads in the basic ri¥fles of sanitaiioq

that their mobile 1ifestyle previously.had taken care of (cf ILO 1977:233ff).

. A1l in all, there is yét,mych to be done in the hea]th sector, but at

least there have been some encouraging signs of achievement. Far instance,
. . - x5

b

dccording to Geshekter, the average life expectancy rose from 38 yea}s to

41 years between 1970 and 1977 (1979:28), admodest, but nevertheless

significant gain. ' L |

~

Part qf the government's social development strategy has been to

encourage the se-called self-help schemes which have led, among other

_ projects, to the construction of some of the ﬁfgjth centres mentioned above.

The aim of jskda wax u gabso has been to encourage voluntary .labour for

'e
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the carrying out ;)f 'fwords of co]]ectivg.‘ interest™, though "in practice,

( _ the 'Statf:‘e takes a hand by financing or supplying the materials for a g
cert;in percentage of the budgeted expenses" (Pestalozza 1974:65). The
perh‘aps mc;st publicized iskaa wax u gabso, “t’he showpiece of the nation's o

m‘a'ny'effective self-help schemes is the impressive sanddune stabilization

project near Merca" (Lewis 1979:27), where the President himselHf partici-

pated in the work.
‘/ ’ ' - o - -
¢ Linked ¥ the seTf-he]p schemes are thé Crash Programmes, which were

< " initiated as early-as—1970,mainly through the recruitment of unemployed.

and -dispersed people in Muqdisho for a system of labour that "practically

no other developing country has resorted to" (Cecchini 1975:129). The
A T

Cra‘sh Programmes have also been based on 'voluntary’. labour andxhave been 1

- 0w’ .
Jutilized principally to clear and cultivate new land, although the Rural

Development Campaign, too, originally started as a Crash Programme,

/

While iskaa wax u gabso and the Crash Programmes have been carried i
out mainly in the rural areas in order to work towards self-reliance and

greater equality between the citfy and the c:)uﬁtryside, efforts have been -

e

made to reduce ineq;;a'th within, the cify as well, particularly in the .
public sector. In the first years after in,depéndencé,/ ¢ivil servants J >
grew to become a very privileged and parasitic group within Somali

soci;aty,,awarding themselves salaries that were disproportionally high

compared to the rest of the population and extremely generous in relation

to the very questionabl\e work performance“. The Revolutionary government,
- ) however, get up review boards for evaluating both \perfo!m;nance and salaries
g of the ciyi 1 servants, with the result that most’bureaucrats had th;ir
NS ‘ ( : ’ salaries cut so—"the gap between their lifestyle and that of others has

been reduced" (Laitir 1969a:185).]8

-~
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The above examples of the social commi tment, of the government have by

: far been overshadpwed by the massive rehef operatwn foHowing the 1972-

1974 drought and, more recentl y, the’ provisxons madé for the massive

6

mf]ux of refugees from the war-torn Ogaden reg1on of Ethi opia The first

case will be discussed further in the following chapter, though it should

Y

here be mentioned that contrary to Haﬂe Selassie's Ethiop’{a at the time

e e o e

“(cf Se]ass1e 1980), the SomaH government made no effort to hide the magni tude P
of the drought d1saster, thus being able to receijve eSsentia] emergency
ass1stance from var1ous countmes It should also be noted that the full . .

— “’ff"e?:’t’s’?f”he drought were realized thanks to the Rura] Deve]opment

Campaign which consequent]y became "a desperate rehef operatwn" (Lewis
1975[.1), and although an estimated 20,000 died following the drought, the
figures would most certainly have been several times Mgher had 1t' not

been for the government's prompt response,

The Somali authorities reacted in a similar way a few years later,

when refugeeS'startedestreaming'in from the Ogaden in Deuer increasing
numbers. Refugee camps, which mow numbe;' 32, haye been bui1t and food
and medicines have as far as po§s1'iﬂe been distributedh to the new wave of
""des‘.titutes. The effect of the refugees on Somalia's socia] and economic
development is impossible to ajss;ess at present, but it remains abundantly
clear that the catastrophe will h/ve a major impact for years to come.

One out of threepersonsz 1n Somaha today is a refugee, and at least )
850,000 were by November 1980 toﬁaﬂy dependent on redular food ratmns
for their survival. An immediate effect of the prob]em has been the

‘ peestablishment of the Supreme Revo]utionary Cgunci 1 (SRC) as the’ govermng |
body- of the country. The SRC was dissoWed following the election of a
parh' ament in 1979/but due to the refugees, a state of emergency has been

" * B e e it
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In sum, Somah'a has.since the Revolution attempted to pursue a social

poHcy designed to meet the basic needs of its peopTe and to mn};mze T

1nequaht1es. Some 1mportant social ach1evements ‘are read1 ty 1dent1ﬁab1e

but on. the other hand, soma'l inequalities have not been reduced marked1y,
in fact, they' may even have increased (cf Swift 1977 and 1979), and there

is no question that, in the words of Laitin, J'a new mmtary stratum has. _

Fid

further when, in compar"mg Somalia with Ethiopia; he suggests that the

former's ‘ . . . ' . .

'

ach1eved cons1fderab1e status and control of resourceé [evns goes even

e change than those across the border. ~ It is not foo

B
-

"traditional -institutions appedr-to present more . : . .
. refractory and challenging obstacles to radical , ) . .

far—fetched to suggest that the direction-of trans- o L
“formation from anarchic democracy to a monolithic " - o -
militarism is actually in the reverse d1rect1on, : ; Ca
and brings the present power -structure in some - ‘
respects.closier to that of .the anc1enfr_é_g1me m a .
Ethiopia" (19 9: 42) ) S - B ,

. In order to put these rather challenfmg statements more m'perspective, ’ R

though. it is'necessary to briefly examine the economic p_erformance .of_

. .the country in general since 1969. - , L

The Economics of Semal«ia’s Socialism

(23

- ’ . A - <

described as a system based on the p0pu'lar qontro] over the means of ' o

- - B -
! - L] ! “ - kY . b4 » St

' The u]t'lmate goal of soc1a'hsm, i.e., comnumst soc1ety, ‘can shortly be . |

3 N
' .

« production. .Since advanced comnumsm or the articulation of the comnun'tst et )

mode of production requires a fundamentah transfor‘matwn of any socxety that ,'
exists today, a trans1t1o 1 pemod is requn‘ed under wh1ch the means of .
aroduch on not neces‘sam Ty faﬂ’ under d1rect pOpular contro'l ‘In most . s -f Ry

.- cases, this traditional pem’od “has been ident1 f1ed wtth a drast'ic reductmn

.- *

.

i e
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1 =, must therefore fuse a concern for an increased rate of
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of erivate ownership and the subsequent increase in diréct/State ownership,
sometimes to such an extent as to create capitalism in a new form or 'State
capitalism' as it is often referred to. by '
In most Third World countries that have chosen the socialist road, or
7 at least the non-capitalist path, the first step has usually been the ‘
‘nationalization of certain economic sectors; indu—stm'es in particular,

while allowing and even encourgging small private enterpmses. Since the

<
A ;
economies of Fhese countries often are structured around the production of o

one % two commodities for the export markets, the development of a 'mixed

economy' is frequently the initial objective. We must here also bear in

mind t:hat contrary to advanced Western cabitaﬁst systems, African soc'ialigt
states do‘not only face the question of a more equiteble distribution of ‘ ;
wealth, but a]se the question of creating 'wealth", including basic I

necessities 1ike food and clothing. Most African countries experienced

outright economic recession in terms 9f real GDP per capita in the years

following independence which, besides being a good indication of how 1ittle
economic independence the new states really hWad, clearly demonstrates the

need for economic growth in these countries after 10ng years of economic

D R E PR
" "

enslavement under, co]oniaHsm and neo—co'iomahsm (Hughes 1970) As

2

Arrighi and Saul have pointed out,

"A sophisticated socialist case- in contemporary Africa

vt vt ——

economic deve} pment with a perception of the role
played in the"development equation by the existence-
and emergence of classes and groups with differential
interests and access to benefits...one does in fact
find the productive potential of African societies,
T and therefore their development and-structural trans- . |
-t : formation, constrained by the present pattern of world ,
Tt ' and domestic economy and society; the available surplus o o
is 111 utilized - drained away as the repatriated

* - ~profits of overseas firms, or consumed by self-indulgent .
domestic elites - ‘and the generation of a larger surplus .
‘ . from, for example, an aroused and mobi1ized peasantry ' ' \
_— . - discouraged" (1973 12). '

.
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'foreign banks and insurance companies, the Jowhar sugar refinery, the

" elactric company, and the oiT.d?striQutian companies. v

- 100 - .
Like so many other African regimes in a similar position, the Somali
government has had to face the task of developing its economic potential
while trying to free herself from the dependency on the world caﬁit§1ist
system. -As mentioned above, self-reliance has been a recurring slogan since
the Revolution, and hence a 'mixed economy' has\béen advocated with the
first goal being the achievement of self-sufficience in food. As expressed
in the first development plan of the revolutionary government, Somalia's
limited resources and lack of technical and administrative personnel has
made "the continued existence of a pixed economy, as a franéitiona] stage,
inevitable" (quoted in Kaplan et. al.‘1977:205). Thus, provisions for
having some private and fdreign‘investments were made, and the economy as

a whole was to be divided into a public, a private, and a cooperative

sector.

-
&

The first concrete attempt to implement a new economic strategy of

the government, was to expand the public sector in order to make it the -

<

most of them actually before Somalia officially opted for 'scientific e

“socialism'. - Théy started on May 7th, 1970, with the nationalization of

J

J

These measures undoubtedly had‘beneficial effects on the local economy.
) . .

As>Pestalozza has pointe& out, the foreign operated baﬁks and insurance
companies were Hrawing large amounts of foreign exchange out of the country,
making little effort to reinvest in Somalia. In the subsequent years, -
further nationa]iiatiog meésures_were announced and by 1975, the State had

acquired mongpoly over the export of bananas and hides and skins, and the

import of most goods:' It is here significant to\note that the increasingly

t

3 P

N I

Teading force. Hence, a number of nationalization measures were imp]emeﬁﬁfd,‘ Vo

—
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dominant 1ivestock export has not been affected by nationalization

ry measures, nor has the small industry, whether Somali or foreign owned, or

the predominantly Italian-owned banana plantations.

-

The private. production sector has remained essentially intact,

although subjected to somewhat greater scrutiny on the part of the
[4

—

' government, and private investments from abroad continue to be encouraged.

W :
i - One of the three pr1nc1pa1 economic objectives stated by an Extra Ord1nary ,
Congress of the SRSP as late as February 1979, was as\fo110ws: ‘
""it is necessary to encourage and appeal to private
enterprises to participate actively in the economic
development of the country, directing their invest- .
ment to agricultural and livestock production,
fisherles industries, mining, salt manufacturing
“and in any other sphere that contributes to the !
development of the national economy and to the genera1 !
prosperity of the people" (Som. Dem. Rep. 1979d:11). C
B
It must here be remembered that the economic backbone of Somalia ' '
remains the pastoral sector, which is still almost 100% private, both on §
the production and-commercial level. It is this sector that has boosted
the export economy year afte? year since the Revolution, actually steadily
R increasing its share of the export market, both in relative and absolute

terms‘(cf Table IW1), and it seems to be increasing even further. In 1978,

- nearly 90% of Somalia's exports came from\the pastoral sector, i.e., meat,
livestock, hides and skins (Som. Dem. Rep. 1979c), Tivestock alone .
accounting for 87%. Bananas, by contrast, only accounted for 8% of the 1978.
e§gogﬁtva1ue (ibid.).- These figures differ s1gn1f1cant1y from those in the,
early—sixties; in 1961”?3; instance, 1ivestock accounted for only 36%
df the export value, while bananas represented 48% (Konczacki 1978),
indieEEjng an";lmost exponential rise in 11Vestqpk exports since independence.

(T) | _

{ ) . / c
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. Composition of Somalia's Exports 1973-77
(in SoSh mi1lions)
* ja
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
% » Livestock 196.7 222.4  328.0 © 301.9 299.5
. Bananas 67.6 79.8 . 64.3 88,2 53.0
| < . Meat : 22.6 35.7 441 3701 32.1
: Fish 13.5 15.2 11.6 -23.3 21.3
Hides and Skins 13.1 " 141 26.2 -44.4 23.6
Myrrh 11.5 10.8 8.0 11.3 11.9
Other: 15.4 20.6 21.4 40 7.7
" Total - 340.4 398.6 557.6  510.3  449.0
. e -
(Source: Som. Dem. Rep. 1979:36)
f
i
I . ' - ./ /
~=——_ As indicated by Swift (1977 and 1979), the export boom has benefited
private Tivestotk traders, particularly a small group of the@, and despite
g ‘ Somalia's official policy of social equality, the most powerful 1ivestock
! o - ) .
: traders seem largely unaffected. It is not far-fetched to claim .that
: ' _ Somalia's exfort econgmy is essentially in the hands of a very exclusive
3 ) ' and very small group of individuals. . -
3 * On the other Hénd;’]argely because of the increase in Tivestock exports,
L Somalia experieqcéd'a respectable economic growth in the first years after
the Revolution. Between 1970 and 1974 the total real/GDP increased an
. A ) . i )
: average of 5.4% a year, wjib“the effect that the per capita real product
! rose by a ye#rly average of 3.2%, compared tdla decrease of 0.4% between
E 1960 and 1970 (ILO 1977:7).
S ' | i ,
% ( When Somalia subsequently eiperienced stagnation i
- this can to a Targe exteﬁt be attributed to the effects the -drought.
<) . i /
' A DO

<
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- As {llustrated in Table IV-2, the drought ied to a significant decline in
the recorded offtake of sheep and goats which by far'qpnstitute the
largest number of domesticated animals in Somalia (cf also Table IV-1).
Ano;her factor that has had a défrime;tal effect on the country's econohy
in the last few years (though seldom, if ever referred to officially in
this connection) is obviously the war against Ethiopia in 1977/78. The

' “dramatie increase in exports zf livestock, from SoSh 299.5 millions worth

in 1977 to SoSh, 588.7 ﬁi11ions in 1978, méy partly have been deliberately

‘encouraged to cover some of the costs of the war effort.

/

TABLE IV-2 L
- Recorded Offtake of Sheep and Goats 1970-77 -«
I (in thousands)
— " . -
" Year Exports Slaughter / ' Total
‘ 1970 1,150 436 . 1,585
1971 ' 1,184 438 1,622
1972 1,635 348 1,983
1973 1,384 259 1,643
1974 : 1,257 . 499 1,756
1975 1,536 454 1,90
" 1976 766 © 222 , 988

1977 881 . 185 . 1,066

', (Source: Som. Dem. Rep. 1979:30) -
7

7

Finally, the astronomical numbers of refugees that have been streaming
in from Ethiopia in the last two years are bound to have sign%iipant econpinic

(and social) repercussions. Many parts of the country have a%tgz:y been )

. . / .
| experiencing serious food shortages, prices are rising at unprecedented

1eve1ﬁuhand the government Has had to allocate substantial amounts of money

©
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conclusion must be thaf'the period has been charatterized by an increased

“in contradiction to the ideology of 'scientific socialism', the stated gng
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for the refugees. According to the NatiénaI'Commission for Refugees, by

July 1980, the Somali Eovernﬁent‘had already spent SoSh 232 mi11iops to
assist the refugees (Nat. Com. for Ref. 1980), a figure equivalent to more
- L]

than a third of the country's export revenué in 1978.

i

If we were to summarize Somalia's economy since 1969, the main

dependency on the export of 1ivestock a sector almost totally controlled

i

by private merchants. Although such a deve]opment would seem to be quite

of Barre's regime continues to be a socialist socifty. The princ#ba] means
to achieve this goal is suppesed to be the third sector of the éconbmy, the
cooperative sector, stressing, in the words of a_high-ranking government .
official, "the inevitability of cooperatives in a socialist state" '

(quoted in Pestalozza 1974:155). Nevertheless, tﬁis séctor still constitutes
a very minor part of the total economy, but the fishing settlements for

nomads, discussed in the following chapter are an example of the deve]opment
—

strategy in thls sector.\




NOTES

]The military regime that took power has certainly not done or said
anything to suggest such a link. As Lewis explains:

"Indeed quite the contrary. Far from be1ng a hero,
the assassin was swiftly brought to'trial, sentenced
and executed; and the many allegations of corruption
and nepotism which have been so freely applied to
their civilian predecessors have most noticeably ~7
not been directed at all at the ex-President. He
remains an official hero; after all pe is dead" ’
(1972:402).
zFor details, see Decraene 1977, wheré the two Revolutionary Charters
are reproduced in the appendix.

" 3The October Revolution in Somalia was, of course, very different from

__its namesake in Russia half a century earlier. There was no massive .

.uprising, no violent overthrow of the existing system, and it was not even
declared to be socialist until one year after, From every point of view,
the military take-over was a coup d'état but, as in similar situations
throughout the world, the word 'revolution' was chosen for its more
appealing and symbo]ic power. The term is,used throughout this thesis more
for practical reasons than to describe the actual situation.

4Nyerere, too, has referred to socialism as an attitude. The opening
sentences of .a speech he gave in 1962 are evidence of this:

"Socialism - like democracy - is an @ttitude of mind.
;In a socialist society it is the socialist attitude

of mind, and not the rigid adherence to a standard /
po]1t1ca1 pattern, which is needed to ensure that

the peop]e care for each other's welfare" (1964:238).

Simwlarly, Tom M'Boya declared:

"When I talk of 'African Socialism" I refer to_those

prov%g codes of conduct in the African societies..

I r to universal charity which characterized our

societies and I refer to the African’s thought

process and -cosmological ideas which regard man, not :
as a social means, but as an end and entity in the )

soc1ety“ (1964 251). , ,

¢
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5In the Somali context, Luig% Pestslozza may be described as. a
representative of this tendency (cf Pestalozza 1974).
/ )
6It should be mentioned, however, that Davidson has sipce taken a
less fervent attitude, though without questioning the earnestness of
Somali socialism (cf Davidson 1979). : -

"The regimes referred to by Jowitt include Guinea, Congo, Benin,
Mozambique, Angola, Somalia, and Ethiopia.

8'Triba1ism' has a somewhat ambiguous meaning in Somalia, On the
.one hand, it refers to the 'pre-revolutionary stage' of socio-economic
formation in Somalia, the traditional pastoral society as discussed in
Chapter 1I above. On the other hand, it refers to factionalism generated
by the segmentary lineage system, though -the more correct designation in
this case would be '¢lanism'. .

ISheikh in Somalia does not indicate a political position of any kind,
it has purely religious connotations and can be translated as religious
man or priest. )

]OJaa11e, 1it. playmate or team-member, is the word adopted for
N 'comrade” and the official form of address. Thus, most official speeches
start with Jaalleyaal! - comrades! The form is seldom used in the daily
form of address, though, and some people - and not necessarily opponents
of the regime - can occasionally be upset if addressed this way. "Don't
you”jaalle me." is not an uncommon response in such cases.

]]Incidenta11y, the term hantiwadaag in connection with socialism is of
relative early origin. As Lewis has pointed out, it "was invented by
announcers ‘on the British Broadcasting Corporation Somali programme in the
late 1950'? to refer to communism" (1979:16).
12This/is even reflected on the very top of the governmeng hierarchy:

the Presidént. a Darood, is joined by 1st Vice-President Kulmie, a Haawiye,
2nd Vice-President Samatar, a Tuumal or one of the traditional 'sub-castes’
(cf Chapter IT1), and finally 3rd Vice-President Abokor,,an Ishaaq.

4

]3A1#eady the year following the country's admittance to the League,
Somalia received $73 million in bilateral aid from various Arab OPEC
states (Laitin 1979b:103),

]4MuEh of the Soviet aid was, of course, in the form of arms and just
before the exodus of the Soviet contingent in Somalia, the Somali army was
considered to be one of the most modern and best equipped in Africa. At
least 1,500 of the more than 3,000 Soviet advisors in the country are
believed to have been military experts, and in the nearly 15 years of (
Soviet aid to Somalia, $250 million went to the military (Lyon 1978:10).
Some of the USSR's allies also contributed considerably; East Germany, for
instance, ‘trained the National Security Service (NSS) and part of the Police, .
while Cuban advisors helped the military training. Ironically, the Cubans
may even have trained guerillas of the Western Somali Liberation Front
(ibid:11), the very same people Cuban troops currently are fighting in the
Ogaden. y \ : ‘ :

N
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When it comes to civilian, projects, the Soviets were less successful
and at times made serious mistakes. For instance, in resettling thee
drought-stricken nomads to agricultural settlements, the.site selected by
the Soviet advisors for the largest group of 50,000, proved to be.
unutilizable already after a couple of years due to salination, and the
whole scheme had to be moved further south (cf Slottved 1980:229). Moreover,
the Soviet advisors were extremely unpopular on a personal 1eve1 at times,
causing a reluctancy "to implement certain projects, as if to 'get back' a
certain dogmatic and arrogant Russians" (Laitin 1976:58). (I have been
able to observe a s1m1Tar attitude towards USAID workers in Somalia during
my last visit there.) In addition,

“the petty traders were disappointed that thousands

of Russians saved their petty cash to exploit the (\/
Arab-dominated gold market, rather than lubricate

the local economy. The factory managers were often
in conflict with their Soviet advisors, accusing them
of holding back production” (Laitin 1979b:99).

!

]5THe dispute had been over three different scripts: Latin, Arabic
and 'Osmanya’. Latin was favoured by most of the intelligentsia because
of its technical advantage; Arabic had the support from the more religious
strata of the population, particularly the teachers of Koranic schools;
‘Osmanya', named after its inventor Cusmaan Yuusuf Keenadiid (Osman Yusuf
Kenadid), had the support of the ultranationaljst since it was a purely
Somali script. Unfortunately, it was also stﬂéngly associated with a
particular clan, making other clans hostile to it. (cf Laitin 1977:84ff).

Whatever the future of Siyaad Barre and his regime may be, it is clear
that the introduction of written Somali constitutes a landmark which\will
always be remembered. .

164ith the exception of the Faculty of Education, which is taught /in
English, Italian is still the medium of instruction in all faculties ofi-—
the Somalia National University.

17The Tast recorded instance of smallpox in the world was registered
in Somalia on October 26th, 1977. The WHO has since declared the complete
eradication of the disease, although smallpox vaccination js still mandatory
in several countries, Somalia included. \

18The government also went as far as 'freezing' civil servants’
salaries, and it was only in October 1980 that these salaries were allowed
to augment. With a very high inflation rate in the late sevent1es, it
seems that this freeze has had the unfortunate effect of. increasing the
instances of corruption 1n the public sector.

]9For details on the refugee problem, see Greenfield 1979; Haakonsen,
1980b; Somalia Information no. 1 1980; UNESCO 1980.
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CHAPTER V

/ |
THE FISHING COOPERATIVES FOR RESBTTLED NOMADS

ooy

/
"Coobperation and cooperatives seem to be a very complicated matter to

distuss", writes Widstrand (1970:11), a leading authority on cooperative
movements. Indéed it7s. There is no sing]e(definition of.the word
c;operative; moreover, since cooperatives always are linked to polit%cal'
systems, the word has strong ideological connotations. In the African
context, %hé concept of cooperatives was widely applied in the period just
after indepengénce." African countries that tried to free themselves ffom“
the strong economic constraints imposed by their former co]on1a1’ma§tgrs,
in partigafér those countries that early attempted to develop their

societies on an egalitarian basis w1th1n a socialist framework as opposed

,to the capitalist system that had been forced upon them in colonial times,

embraced the cooperative jdea with enthusiasm Cooperatives were seen as

a Means to develop Africa from inside, an opportunity to build upon

'traditionaf systems of cooperation, aﬁd 1asf1y to ﬁrovfﬂé/employment for

'ghe rapidly growing populations by creating labour intensive,productioﬁ

ey

rather than relying on the expensive.technologies of the industrig]izgp

worl& which inbarigb]y would ‘increase Africa’'s dependency on the West.

'
- i

T

LIt soon*became/evident that coopeératives alone would not be the answer

!
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; to the needs of Africa's emérging'nations. Mosf cooperative movements ran
into unforeseen problems, problems that to some extent were rooted in
‘bondftjons peculiar to each society in guestion, but whicﬁ also had a
. numberyof common denomfnatogg. A major one was the lack of adequate planning

of the fooperative systems themselves, bringing us back to the question df

erative is or is supposed to be.

Widstnand identifies three principal categories of cobperatives: ;
consumer, marketing, andkbroducer cooperatives (1970:12). The first
. category is probably the one that is best known in the West, while marketing
¢ Kpoperativgs were the-type’most commonly introduced in Africa, at least in
' the, initial stages, and mostly through governmental decrees. The failure
of many of fhe‘marketing cooperatives was to a large extent caused by the
lack of integration between marketing and production. As Saul (1970)
[ su;gests, in the final instance, effective mqueting cooperatives wouIE‘seem

to have to be based on effective producer cooperatives.

{
4 4

. /
A very well known attempt to create cooperatives which would 1ink€

production{with marketing, is the Ujaama-vi]]age‘in Tanzania, though it

e

/- remains somewhat of a special case.since it is so'ideo1ogica11§ based "on
an appeal to tradition" (Cliffe 1970:39). yhif is interesting for our -
purposes, however, is that the Ujaama-village, as well as other cooperative
systems in East Africa, have shown that jusf the estag1ishment of producer/
marketing cpoperatives is\not enough to ensure the creation of an efficient
and écoﬁbmicaTi]fsound system., Basing himself on such studies, Hydén.(1970)
has identified a number of socio-poiitica} restraints that may hinder or
congtrain such a cooperative: _the prevalance of 'vertical' ties of social

il

, , : [ (
obligation (e.g. kinship, regionalism) rather than 'horizontal' ties of

-

" economic interest; the use of the cooperative by certain members to fight
. N \ !

! -

-
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for personalfpolitical interests; limited 'voluntarism* in the membership;

!

f Y
insufficient or inadequate cooperative education; the emergence of entre-

preneurial middlemen-which the cooperati ay become dependent on;

exaggerated control by governmental-agencies; and bureaucratization of the

cooperatives themselves.

—

Somalia, the economic sector which is suppbsed to eventually make the

country as a whole a socialist society.

A ]

Cooperative Development in Somalia

Cooﬁératives existed in Somalfa—well before the Revolution, though
< . .o
they were essentially cooperativgs only in name or "fake cooperatives" in

the words of Pestalozza (1974:200). These '

ooperatives' which were

organizeq shortly after indepen e limited to some agricultural

districts, the crops grown were largely maize, sesame and(3u1ses, and the

cooperatives had more the charateristics of landowner associations than( 2

! As pointed out in a Somali government book Tet:

anything else.
"The structure of the so-called agricultural
cooperatives formed at the time was more a 'corpor-

o ations" (sic) than true cooperatives working for the

social and economic betterment of their members.
Most of the so-called agricultural cooperatives had o
closed membership rights framed by them. The majority
of the small farmers were outside these organizations
while, on the other hand, some were drawn as wage
earnerg but not as members" (Som. Dem. Rep. 1974a:23).

-

Despite the fact that Siyaad Barre and his regime early emphasized the
importance of establishing cooperatives to achieve a socialist economy, it

was not until Ocfober 4th, 1973 that an initiative was made to develop the
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cooperative sector. On this date, Law no. 40 on Cooperative D;velopment
was promu]gated with the fo]low1ng aim: "together with the State sector,
the Cooperat1ve sector shall be the basis of the future socialist pattern ;

of the economy. of the SDR" (quoted in Igbal 980: 5.

Althdugh the law was to encompass industries, handicrafts, fisheries, . |
s 2 ’ . . . '
and retail firade-as well as agriculture, it was only in this last sector !

-
that cogperatives were to play a relatively significant role. The law . =

provided a very detailed organizational plan on cooperative organization in
o agriculture according to which/there were to be three types of agricultural
cooperatives: 'Multipurpose coopérativés', ‘Group farming' anq 'Production

cogperatives'. The latter were to represent the final stage in the

evolution of the agricultural cooperatives, a stage where “farmers

o

consolidate their holdings into ecengmic units or acquire new land to be
cultivated collectively" (Som. Dem. Rep. 1974a:23). Though it has never
/ - J
. been stated explicitly by Somali authorities, the structure of these

‘production cooperatives' is quite reminiscent of and probably modelléd
’ (

after the collective farms in the Soviet Union where all acreage except for

relatively small q]ots for private use are farped col1eétive1y with the

; . use of modern agricu]tﬁra] machineries. In the Somali case, the maximum,
allowed grivaté Jand in the cooperatives is 1.2 acres (0.4§Mﬂéctar) of

¥5infed&9nd 0.5 acre (0.2 hectar) of irrigated land for each-household.

-

-] X
o

- Despite initial difficulties, the pumber of agricultural cooperativés
that‘have“been.establiéhed*§ince 1974 has increased siénfficant1y, and by
1980, 80,546 hectars of cultivated land.were reportedly under the control
of cooperat1ves (Igbal 1980:9). 3 Simi]ar1y, the ' number of cooperatives in

other sectors has increased considerably, as 111ustrateé\un Table V-1

0y | -
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Cooperatives in Somalia

e

Sector . Cooperatives Membership
Agriculture ' 315 34,187
Fisheries , 19 2,443
, Consumer o 28 420
' * Handicrafts 17 6,450
! Livestock and Forestry - 16 8,150 ,

Construction and Trahsport 8 - 2,300 .

-~
v

(Source: Igbal 1980:9)
I ! )

. ' ’ ;o :
;o + It was particularly the establishment of the SRSP in 1976 that led to

d greater emphasis on cooperativeé development, and the Party's'Central

“Committee has determined the ourse of the cooperative movement as a

ugho]e. It wa | or instance/the ~Cnnt:ra\], Commi ttee othat‘ proposed the
*estanlighnent,of the U;n‘ of Somali Cooperative Movements (USCM) in 1978.
]’he following year, the Cooperative Law of 1973 was amende? through a’
new law (Law no. 9 of 1979) to make the USCM "an autonomous Socio-Economic

Organization ha¥ing legal entity" (Som. Dem. Rep 1979a-A~1) This ¢

N

essentially means that the USCM is to. take over control over all the

cooperatives from the various m1mstr1es. Although the USCM is sti 11 very
- much in its formative stage, it already administers some of the cooperative
- are divided into six major orgamzations

Organizatlon of Agricultural Cooperatwes

. Organization of Fisheries Cooperatives

. Organization of Livestock, Forestry and Incense.
Cooperatives
Organization of Building ‘and Transport : . :
Cooperatives : . o

~ Organization of Industrial Handicrafts
Cogperatives

. Organization of Consumer and Service Cooperatives

¥
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As it can be deduced, the Somali government and the SRSP in particular
places great emphasis on the cooperatives as a means to aclieve self- '
relignce and socialism, but so far only a limited segment of the population
is }a’art of the cooperative sector a;d most of them bqt_'in)name. Moreover, ;
a](ﬁost all of the cooperatives are made up of the sedentary minority of ;
thé population which is also the least productive in terms of Gross \,9

" Domestic Product. The most important sector of the economy, the pastoral
sector, is only marginally involved in the cooperétive movement. Although
12 livestock cooperatives exist, all in the Are Gawa district and are
'stiﬂ ‘administered by the National Range Agency (NRA), they have so far

met with little success.’ | ¥ ;

—

_Backgr‘ound to the Resettlement . .

In the long run, tbe stated goél of the Somaﬁ government has beep to
sedentarize most if not all of its nomadic popu'l-ation and make it part of
the coqperatfve economy, but in the first fgw years after .the Revo]utioﬁ

* there were few attempts to implement this goal. The nomadic or pastoral
sector is, as we have seen, the backbone of the Somali economy and mass
sedentarization.at this point would amount to economic' syigide. Why then
sedentarize the nomads? The official government position is that only
throﬁgh sedentarization will the nomads be able to benefit fully from the

social services like education and health services, and it'is frequently

pointed out that nomadic 1ife is precarious and dangerous and that both
animals and people are liable to suffer severely from the periodical droughts

" “that" seem to affect m‘o'st of the country at least every four or five‘ years. -
A typical expression of these ser;timents is a statement que in 1975 by

the chairman of the Relief Committee when it was decided to resettle
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thousands of droug)ht-strick}en nomads to agriculture and fishing communities:

"We want to free these people from this vicious

-drought which has become an aimost chronic disease

in their life. We want to give them a new and

better 1ife" (quoted in Mohamed 1976:104).

>Indeed the drought reflected ‘th_e precariousness of nomadic Hfé fn

Somalia, " An estimated 20,000 people died as a consequence, a figure that
certain]vy would have been higher were'it not for the government's
spon.taneou‘s, and impressive relief programme. The death toll among animal§
wés even highér (cf Table V-2), and as a conséquende a large number of
families lost their entire stock. By May 1975, there were 270,\000 people
in relief camps, while 500,060 more were reeefving food outside camps.
It has been estimated that at one point 1.2 million Somalis were dependent
on food from the govgrnment in order to survivé (Kaplan et. al. 1977:242).

/ |
TABLE V-2

Estimated Animal Losses During the 1973-75 Drought

. : . ; 1 I
Species ‘ # perished % of total
Camels ~ ° -~ 300,000 . 6%
Cattle 1,000,000 25%
Goa,ts and\ Sheep 5,000,000 . 20%
(Source: Som.fem. Rep. 1979d:30) -

/It is here significant to note that although the drought in 1973-75
was unusually severe and long-lasting, the high death toll for Both humans
and animals also reflected the great changes that have been taking place
in the pastoral sector of Somalia, with increased commercialization and

Tess re’liapce\on the traditional subsistence pattern in animal herding.

!

:
1
(“
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Writes Swift: ) /

- ‘ , "There are fewer animals available to fuel the
traditional networks of animal loans and gifts by .
which social relations are created and maintained . ;
between individual pastoral households, and ther
is a smaller margin of animals above subsistence
needs held within the pastoral economy as insurance 1
against future disasters. Pastoralists become more

dependent on their marketed animails for everyday

food" (1979:455).

In any case, the effects of. the drougrﬁ provided the Soniah‘l government ,
albeit somewhat impromptu, with the opportu‘nity‘to put some of its theories
to practice. The destitute nomads were going to be resettled into 'true'
socialist communitjes, thus bypassing all the "stages" of economic -
formation that are based upon the exploitation of man by man. The

* settlement programme was not just an emergency measure designed to
aﬂe\)iate pressure in the already over;crowded‘reHef camps, nor was it simply
a matter of a1‘r11‘ft1‘ng a Targe group of people from one end of the country
to another. The whole programme soon became an integral part of Somalia's

wider development strategy, particularly as a vehicle towards the,)achieve- T

ment of the goals of diveersifying the economy and becoming more self-

reliant.

Originally the plan ca'l]ed for the resettlement of 3{)0 ,000 nomads ,
but the figure was eventually 1owered to 120,000. The nomads were given
the option of/ being resettled to either agricultural,cooperatives or
fishing cooperatives. 15,000 opted for the fisheries, a perhaps
surprisingly high fi‘g’ure in view of the nomads' very limited respect for
. 'ﬁshing as an act1v1ty and their unfam1Har1ty with the sea. Indeed, it

has often been observed that Somahs in genera1. and Somali nomads in

particular, have shown a distaste for fish and a scorn for Fishermen,

Already o‘ver a hundred years ago, the controversial explorer Richard Burton

/
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“{1lustrate that the transition from nomadic pastoralism to sedentary

activity to another, but also a fundamental change in societal values. In
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reported that "'speak not to me with that mouth that eateth fish' is a-

4

favourite insult among the Bedouin" (1966:1]0). He also noted with

-apparent puzzlement that the Somalis despised "the excellent fish with

which Nature so plentiful stocked their seas" (ibid.). This attitude

has not changed significantly over the century that has elapsed since
Burton made‘his observation, The Somali aversion to fish has beén readily
noticeaiﬂ_e to any foreigner who takes the .time to. study the culture and
customs of the Somali people, and altﬁough 'aversion’ may be a “misnomer",

as Barkha}dle suggests (1976c), it remains abundaﬁtly clear that the

majority of the Somalis, and the nomads in partieular, seldom or never

make use of any fish-products. \ ) Jp—

. , B i
Reluctance or downright refusal to eat fish is not religiously rooted, |

as some peop1/e tend to believe, for fish has always been regarded as

"clean' food in the Islamic tradition. The dislike for fish rather =

reflects the pastoralist heritage of the Somali people. With few . j

exceptions, nomadic.pa'storaﬁsts all over the world have véry Tittle -

regard for either fish or fishermen, something anthropologists have

;ttem}:ted to explain in a number of° ways, from simple culturological

explanations to more complicated cogm’tivg and symbo]f ¢ intérp‘retations.

It is not our intention to contribute.to this debate here, but merely to

fishing in Somalia represents not only a transition from one economic,

dddition, it represents an attempt to take advantage of-a previously -
underexploited natural resource in a country _remarka‘bbj poor in such

resources,

4
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The Non-Utilization of Somalia's Fishery Resources in the Past
T . /

Despite the country's 3,200 km long coasts, fishing has occupied a
very marginal role in Somalia's history. The fisher& resources and
production potentials are still poorly known, but it is evident that the

sea-products have always been exploited far below their potential. )

-

The proportion of gggg]e engaged in fishing in Somalia has never
exceeded 1 percent of the total population, and only a fraction of them
- can be described as full-time fishermen, most of them traditionally
Tocated in the Bajuun islands in the very s&uth of the country whgre
peop1e.never had a pastoralist background (see Grottanelli 1955).5
Others, however, have had ancestors tﬁat were indeed nomads at one time
or another, and their settlements are scattered all a1ong the coast,
particularly in the no;th and north-east. Thus, not all Somalis have |
always despised fish. Paulitschke, for instance, in his monumental
ethnographic worﬁ wri@teq at the end of the last century, repdrted that

- while for the Somalis of the interior it was considered "a great shame to

eat fishmeat", the ones along the coast would consume it, albeit "seldom"

— (1967a:155). He also noted that some catches made b§ Somali fishermen
were used strictly for "industrial purposes”, especially seals and
" turtles, which would be exported to Zanzibar after’being processed

(ibid:233).

!

In the colonial period, there was little - if any - progress in
Somalia's fishery sector, The British showed no interest in fishing
whatsoever, being pripcipa]]y interested in securing a steady meat supply

" to their garrison in Aden. Itai;, on the other hand, made several

. » |
(2) attempts to establish a fishery industry but, 1ike so many of her enter-

/ < _/
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prises in Somalia, it failed miserably. As a-colonial official #n the
eafly colonial period commented: -

"Whoever thought, on the basis of empirical /

observation of the apundance of fish [in Somali

waters], that there is nothing to do but to

collect it in quantities to make a profit, would

easily encounter failure and delusion" (Vinciguerra

1919:511). )

The fascists later tried to revive the interest for setting up a
fishing industry in Somalia; but Italian officials who were sent to
evaluate the feasibility of such a plan seemed unable to agree whether this
would be profitable or not. Francolini (1930) and Isna (1930) were quite
enthusiastic in their reports,iwhi1e people Tike Bertoni (1926),

Cérnig1ia (1930) _and Corni (ib31) were much more reserved. Nevertheless,
Fhreg;tuna canneries were built on the Gulf of Aden in the mid-thirties,
and their moderate output diq not prevent the launching of an inéredib1y
/ambitious fishery devaiopment plan At the outbreak of World War II which
included a projected acquarium in Mugdisho to Be built after Italy's
"certain victory" as part of the first hydrobiological station in tropical
Africa (Cocchia¢1941:926 and 925). Needless to say, these plans never,
materialized, and when the Italians returned to Somajjf/in the Trusteeship

period, plans for the. development of the fishery sector were much more #

modest. Concretely, they essentially only led to some fishery,suéveys

(cf Ogilvie et. al. 1954; Johnson 1956), the revival through private |

m&nagement of the canneries in Kandala and Habo, and the establishment of

a Maritime and Fishery School in Muqdjsho. .
. o ~ \
After indebendence, fishing was given very low priority. The .0ld

LS

canneries on the Gulf of Aden closed dow and were replaced by a new

“cannery.built with Soviet aid i Las Khodex. At the time of the Revolution,

o ey e

b
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this plant represented one of the two "sole instances of animal-based
processing units" in Somah‘a,6 as pointed out by l;estalozza (1974:39),
" who also comments that it did 1ittle to help the country's aims of
* reaching self-sufficiency in food since all the finished products were
exported. ' Somalia, together with Iran, still had the Towest per capita
consumption (024'4kg/a) of all the countries bordering’on the Indian

Ocean (Tussing et. al. 1974:3),

It was not until the Five Year DeveloLent Programme 1974 79 was

drafted that a major effort to develop the fishery sector was fmaﬂy .
initiated. For the first tirhe, "Fisheries" appeared as a separate rubric

* ona Soma}i/deve?opmen budget, actudlly listed as a priority sector

/ B
(cf Som. Dem.- Rep, 1974). Among the immediate effects of this new government

orientation was the establishment of SOMALFISH and the creation of

several artisanal fishing cooperatives. At the time of implementation of
the development programme, however, no one had yet conceived th‘g possibility
o'f resettling nomads into fishing cosgeratives. But es)ents beyond the
control of man would so/onemake a ré51ity~of this apparently farfetched

/

jdea.

The Creation of Danwadaagta Kalluumeysatada - The Fishing Settlement

!

~hree Tocations were chosen as site$ 'for fishing ;oopt;ratives:'
/Baraawé, Cadale, and éadey (Ey1).7 In 1977, a group of_ fishermen from the
Baraawe cooperative were removed to Ceel Axmed near Marka in order to
estabhsh a fourth f1shmg cooperative, while in 1980, 1,120 additional
nomads were settled in Badey Baraawe was the first one to be chosen in
light of its 1nfrastructure and established bus1ness comnunity (Som. DBem.

Rep, 1976:17); Cadale also had a fishing tradition although it Was chosen
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only at the last moment as a substitute for Garacaad after conditions
here were’ "found to be unsuitable for the pioqeering settlers" (Bé;lghadle
1976b:21); finally, Badey became the choice for the re]c;cation of nomads
from the Kul/mis. relief ‘camp near the township of Eyl, simply because of

the close proxjmity (Barkhadle 1976c:21-22).

1

The initial problems were enormous. None of the sites chosen haé
the -infrastructure needeci to accommodate the mass influx of people.
Housing was “\la/cking and so were adequate social installations such as
medical and é\ducational facilities. Moreover, the infrastructure needed
for the fisheries, i.e., boats, processing plants, mechanical shops, ’,
fism‘nc:; equipment, etc., had to be provided, and lastly, there was a '
need for training into all aspects of fishing and segmanship_. Food for
‘the time being was gojng to be supplied by the World Food Programnie, as’

1t is still at present,
- /

The first challenges the administration of the cooperatives were
faced with, however, had agothinﬁ to do with the above. They may ‘be
- described as problems of sedentarization. Writes Barkhadle:

“TA] difficult problem in encyturation of nomads
is toilet training. /The noyads weke used to roam I
about the vast rural areas im which they used to

live and they were not accustomed to Tive in so

small and fixed an area for more than two months at

a time. Moreover, since these rural areas aﬁef
usually sparsely populated, the nomad is used to
disappear behind a bush whenever he is obliged té
answer the call of nature but never twice in the same
spot. The use of a fixed latrine is therefore very
abhorrent to a nomad, while sharing the same latrime
by both sexes is absolutely unthinkable to him"
(1976a:26) . - ‘

“This problem constituted a serious health hazard, not only because of thes
obvious risk that epidemic diseases may appear under such conditions, but

- also because human feces are among -the principal sources of parasitical

: ; | »
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illnesses such as anchylostamiasis, strongyloidiasis, ascaridis, and ossuriasis. -
As pointed 9’c elsewhere (Haakonsen 1979), these diseases are still among

the most common ones in the fishing coopérdtives, although considerable

' improvements have occurred since the nomads first arrived.
/

Another problgem initially, "by far the -most difficult and serious one ,
ever facedﬁy the administrative authorities" (Barkhadle 1976a:26), was
created by the/_deci sion to arrange collective cooking forvthe families
in each M/(cf Figure I). Totally in opposition fo the traditional
customs of the nz;mads, this arrangement -led to the 1arges/t, albeit

i

temporary, exodus from the Baraawe cooperative.

When it came to bui\Tcﬁng facilities for fisﬁing, as well as equiping o
,the new fishermen with tools and boats, the Somali government had to rely
~ " heavily on foreign assistancé. Financial aid for the fishing cooperatives
was provided by Sweden, Italy, and particularly the Soviet Union whic:’ﬂ was /
also to provide most of the boats and f?h)»g equipment.&’ﬁ‘e Soviets

were also to assist in the organization bf the cooperatives as a whole and

—_—t

J
provide the basic training for the resettled nomads. As demonstrated in

L the preceeqing pages, Somalia's histoﬁ'ca] experience in fishing is
extremely limited, thus the Somalis themselves could contribute little to
this sector. It should be mentioned, though, that a‘number of Tocal, g
professional fishermen were hired by t};e cooperatives to provide some of
the basic training to their new colleagues, and many of them are still

making indispensable contributions today.

I4

/ As is often the case with development aid in the Third World, the ‘ !
foreign assistance to the cooperaﬁtive‘s was not always in line with local

needs and conditions. The ‘Swedish grant, for instance, was tied to the

- .
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.

FIGURE [ {

I The administration of the cooperative *
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purcﬁa§e of Swedish fishing boats. Far too small and fragile for the —
qugh Indian Ocean and totally inadequate for the fishing methods employed

by the Somé]i fishermen, the boats rapidly become-quite unusable, sometimes

.in a mattef'of two or three months. In 1980, out of a total of 41 Swedish

boats donated to the f%shing cooperatives, only 6 were still in operational
condition. The statistics for the specially purchased Yanmar boats from
Kenya, were even more appalling: only two were still function1n§ out of

an initial total of 33 (cf Table V-3).

N

When it comes to training, this has been rather 1iﬁ§ted. The Soviet’
fishing experts originally in charge did not do a very satisfactory job,
and although most of the resettled nomads have learned how to swim and to
mend fish nets, these skills have for the most part beén\faught by Tocal
Somalis. The results of training the nomads in the art of fishing, on the
other hand, have left more to be desired. \Qne of the principa1lreasons
seems to be that the Soviet experts never joined their trainees out on

the fighing grounds.

But perhaps the greatest obstacle to a smooth and successful operation

of the fishing cooperatives, can be traéed to the overall organization of
: |

the cooperatiles themselves. ;o ,

The Cooperative Structure

)

»

The members of the cooberativeﬁ‘are organized into the Beel-Bulsho-

{ he -

Birjeex-Cudud-Xubiﬁhsyst;n (henceforth referred to as the Beel-system;

cf Figure I), a system based on family unitsliﬁcorporated into five

/

different levels. Eachunit has an elected madax or 'headman' whose
importance increases according to the number of units he is responsible

for., | . ' o
b » S N ) |
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in- working condition

mw: not in.working condition

* The high percentage_of boats in working condition in Ceel Axmed is due to the fact that a team of Britishe °

L

mechanics have just replaced the engines of some of the Russian, Greek, and Sri Lankan boats.

- # Most of the Sri Lankan boats are less than a year old.

1

e ol .
h TABLE V-3 )

\;M_ ) " Matorized Boats’ . ~ N

rec - TOTAL BARARWE CADALE BADEY “CEEL AXMED®

_Boat (Engine) total .w nw{ total w nw| total. w nw| total w nw | total w nw
Russian (Doron) 78 14 64| 24 . 0 26| 26 0 26| 18 .4 14| 10 W0 0
Swedish (Volvo-Penta) | 41 6 35} 13 1 12 "8 2 16} 4 1T 3 6 2 4
Kenyan (Yanmar) ~ 033 2 31f 12 o 12y M 2 12| 2 o 7 - - =\
Kenyan canoes 14 0 14 9 o 9 2 6. 2 - - = 3 0 3 ' \

| Greek (Petter) 9 1 8 3 0 3| 3 0 3 2 0 .2 1 1 0 — L

Italian - T2 0 2 1 0 1 - - - - - - 1 o -1 2
Sri Lankah (Yanmar)# 56 55 1 14 14 0 15 14 1] -1 12 0] 15 15 0 ) ‘
Somali (L1stgr) 1 0 1 - - - 1 0 1 ‘f -, - - - - ) '
Total 234 78 156 | .76 15 61|. 79 18 61| 43 17 26| 36 B\ 8
% Operational- 33.3% - 19.7% 22.8% 39,5% '77.@ :
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,This system ‘first came into effect in the reMef camps before the

resettlement, partly as a mearﬁs of ensuring a just and effective diStri-
(

bution of food, rations, and medicines. Both the agricultural and fishing

-~ cooperatives retain this system, in the latter's case members of the three

lar:gest cooperatives are organized into three beel each, although the
number of families do not always coincide with the 'ideal' total of 400

(cf Table V-4). \ ) ' .

r

Each madax has relatively little influence on the adpinistration of
the cooperatives and Hmitedures?onsibﬂities as far as decisi?n-making Y P
goes. Their-duty is primarily to represent the voices of their respective
um’ts; to insure that rations are distributed properly, and to report to
the administration on any demographic changeé thaf: may occur in their 'um'ts
thréugh births and deaths. The actual daily running of the cooperative
1:5 still conducted by a team of civil servants appointed by the Mashruuca

Horuumarinta Xeebaha (Coastal De\/lelop‘ment Project), a branch. of the

Ministry of Fisheries. The administrative positions are as follows:
\ President
Secretary/Vice-president ,
Head of Cooperative Staff : } )
Administrator/Accountant .

Head of Marina - ; : - -
Head of Processing Plant ' ! ¢ . -
Head of Transportation ¢

Head of Construcﬁ]on

13

b

| SN D B DR N I R |

[

Somalia's limited experier'lce with fishing is unfortunately reflected
in the qualifications of the members of the aqministrativé staff. A few
of them have undergone training at the NationaY Fisheries and Mar%fe\o/

Institute in Mugdisho, but most a'\:lminisirators have no previous experience

“in either fjs)hing,. seamanship, or cooperative management. This, of course,

is a major drawback which is further aggravated by the high turnover rate

A

\
/ + 4 o \
\ ) .
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L g 4 . C 4 . \ !
&F Population According to Age ‘and Sex
1 Pamildes  0-5  6-14 ' 15-50 51+  Total | - % -| % increase since 1978
Men' 205 | 1,310 946 | 138.| - 2,689
BARAAWE  Women — 265 940 | 1,146 | 161 | 2,507
Total 1,174 560 | 2,250 | 2,087 | 299 | 5,19
SN RS RPN i FROUN NI SRR S
Men 331 | 1,062 | 1,490 34| 2,917 5
CADALE. -Women 307 829 | 1,272 27 | 2,835 ). 45.5°
: Total 936 638 | 1,891 | 2,762 -| 61 5,352 | 100.0° + 6.1
Mén . 235 | 1,446 500 | 134 | 2,315| 53.7 |
BADEY  Women el 213 970 696 | 118 | 1.997.| 46.3
Total 750 . 448 | 2,416 1,196 .| 252 4,312%] 100.0" + 51.3
------------ - -——-d-——-——--‘—-?———-—-l i F--‘-)-----'qb‘n---- r o o e b . —--;-——p——-———-—-—--—---
Men 33 78 161 5 277 | 53.p
- | c. AXMED Women 28 58 15 .2 239 | 6.3 :
] Total | _ ‘114 61 | 136 312 7 516 | 100.0 +303.1% (¥
| Grand Total 2,974 | 1,707 | 6,693 6,357 619 | 15,376 | --- | +16.3
I )

* The figure is affected by thefgdgggil/relocation of some families from Baraawe to Ceel Axmed. -

¢ Estimated.

#'The popd1atiop increased drasfﬁca]]iawith the arrjva] of new nomads in June 1980.

\
\

N.B. Cadale age-groups differ slightly: 975 and 7-14

+
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of administrators. It is 1;ot uncommon that an-administrator will work in
( ) ~ one particular cooperative for only a few months before being transferrgd ‘
‘ to another one or back to the central office in Muqdisho, making it ’ . ‘ {
extremely diffigu]t for the administrator to gef acquainted with his job

or to get the necessary confidence from the members of the cooperative.

| ;
This last point is extremely important. Whether we are talliing about o
Africa or Europe, a comn;um'ty of people will always regard 'ohtsiders' with
suspicion, not the least if the .'outsider’ is put in a position where he
. can make‘ decisions over the heads of the members of the/comm;um'ty in
quesﬁon. A professional manager of a c00pera£1‘ve in particu]ar‘ must as
far as possible seek to overcome this obstacle, he must become part of the
) —

+ " system, not direct it from above. As pointed out in FAO'ssManual on

Fishermen's Cooperatives:

"Whatever the aims of the members of a cooperative,

it is certain that the adoption of the cooperative '

’ ) type of enterprise entails delicate problems, ) -
‘ particularly if the marketing of fisheries products t !

is involved. Although it is the preeminent form .

of democratic management, cooperative is not always

easy to harmonize with business requirements. When

this can be achieved cooperation leads to excsﬂent /!

results; otherwise it is a failure" (1971:1).

In 'the Tong run, the best solution would be to have the members of the

an

cooperatives themsel’ves assume the administrative positions, except

e e ¢ e e v g

,perhap's the more- specialized ones 1i ke that of the accountant or the head
of the processing plant. Today, the resettled ‘homads hold but a handful

of the positions in the ’administratior!. though many of them have acquired

s
- P S
N

skills and experience in fishing that often exceed those of the appointed

administrators. Such a transfer of responsibilities, however, must be
. | /

contingent on proper training and education in cooperative management

‘ (¢f Hydén above). / . '
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The present cooperative structure cannot be, said to be the most i
suitable system for efficient operation in the future. As mentioned «
above, the Beel-system was introduced as a means of ensuring proper
distribution of rations, a role which in the long run should become
outplayed. The motives for establishing the system thus had little to

} \

do with thelfishing activity itself,

However, a fishing éooperatiye must necessarily be based precisely
on fishing, an activity which on the one hand is based %n the environment,

i e., its resources, weather conditions, seasonal variables etc., and on

_the other hand on the interaction with the environment, i.e., the strategy

for extract1ng the resources, Other activities in the cooperat1ve. such
55: B

as processing, transportation, maintenance, construction, etc., are

secondary, since they all, directly or indirectly, depend on the success

failures of fishing. The Beel-system is too far removed from the

realitiey of productfbn to:allow efficient operation within the various’ -
occupétional units of the fishing cooperative, particularly as far as

the fishing itself is concerned.

A cooperative structure centred around the f1sh1ng unit would, a]most
g__ onseguenc allow more respons1b111ty to be put on the individuals
directly engaged in the activ1ty, with several implications! For instance,
this would mean that each crew would be held responsible for lost or damaged
fishing gear, as opposed to the fishing cooperative as a whole, as the case
is at present. Not only wou]d this ensure proper care and handling of the
gear, such a fundamental requirement in p;;fessvona1 fishing, it would
also fit in well with the traditional disbositioq of the Somali nomad.
The indiv;duality and ée]f-determination of Somali’ nomads is often

emphasized both'by the Somalis thémse]vés and in the literature written

B et 4
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on them. As Lewis points out, ) '

"Few writers have failed to notice the formidable

pride of the Somali nomad, his extraordinary sense

of superiority, and his firm conviction that he is

the sole master of his actions except that of God"

(1961:1).
It should at the same time be remembered that this traditional indivi-
dualism has not stood in the/ﬁay of cooperation among Somali nomaas inj
their activities as pastoralists, thus, as also Barkhadle notes (1976c:
37-43), it is a question of integrating traditional values into a ’

]

modern system.

It should also be remarked that the §ég175y§tem contributes to
unnecessary bureaucraéization of the coopera%ives, one of the dangers
Hydén warns about (gf p. 13).- Although having limited decision-mafing
power, the madax on every level is nevertheless entrusted daily duties
which can take up considerabfe time, particularly on the Beel and Bulsho
Tevels. In fact, fhe Beeldajiye and the Bulshawade must almost be

considered full-time bureaucrats. ?
) ; ,

One cannot leave the discussion of the cooperative structure without

S

pointing out a problem caused by apparent shortsightedness at the planning

stage of the resettlement programme, namely the siie of the cooperatives.

The three largest ones are simply too large to be supported through

artisanal fishing, Even with motorized boats, the area in which one fishes

should seldom be more than two-three hours away from the base due to the

hot temperatures which accelerate the deterioration process of an already

very perishablé food resource. Conseduently. the fishing drounds around each

cooperative can only prov1de fish for a relative small number of fishermen *3

Elsewhere (1979,]2-16) I have tried to illustrate the economic impossibility *

/

N
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-of achieving 3elf-sufficiency in‘an artisanal fishing cooperative of severa]

thousand 1nd1v1duals, like ithe case is for Baraawe, Cadale and Badey

Based on 1nformat1on gathered in Ceel Axmed and Badey, the two smallest
cooperatives, it became evident that a cooperative with a population of a
few hundred people had al] the potentials of not only becoming se]f—re11ant.

but provide the cooperat1ve with a confortable profit as well. 10 o

It now remains to be discusséd how the whole system may fit into the

.
goals of creating a socialist society in Somalia, and indeed to assess

whether the fishing cooperatives may serve as an example or even an

indication of socialist development in the couniry. Before doing so,

- however, it is necessary to evaluate the economic and social performance

of the resett1em§nt scheme, i.e., to examine theffishing activity aqd the

progress of the resettled nomads themselves.

The Fishing Activity

As suggested previously, the problems of tﬁe fishing cooperatives for
resettled nomads have their roots in a variety ‘of difficulties to some
extént connegted to the, technical and organizational "aspects of the fishing |
activity itself. The catches as a whole are not particularly impressive,
we]l below the estimated potent1a1 (cf Table V-5). The income from fishing - .
in spme cases does not even coverzihe.cost f fuel, and other production
sgctors such as handicrafts and poultry farming in most cases provide
re!ative]y‘more income than fishing both on a|community and individual

level {cf Haakonsen 1980b). In the case of Ba aawe, for instance, the gross

value of koofie (cap) making.by less than a hundred women is three to four

" times the gross value of fish caught in 1979 ({bid:18).

One of the reasoﬁs for the'poor catch figures can readily be detected




()

\
: TABLE V-5
' YearTy Fish Catches in All Séttlemehts
- Boat Average. Boats/ Average Catch/
! Total Shark Fish % Shark' Fishing Days Landings Day Fishing Boat/Day
BARAAWE ) N -
1978 122,281 N.A. N.A. - N.A. 259 2,562 10.0 48.0
1979 120,048 47,836 72,212 39.8% 244 1,045 4.3 114.9
1980*// 81,652 37,923 43,729 - 46.4% 151 702 4.6 116.3
"CADALE - . . | o
1978 215,496 101,085 114,411 46.92 318 6,314 19.9 34.1
1979 147,560 69,141 78,419 46.9% 284 3,832 13.5 ~ 38.5
1980* 126,927 59,756 67,171 47.1% 148 1,359 g 9,2 93.4
BADEY - - . . _
1978 212,203 137,032 75,11 64.6% 173 936 . 5.4 226.7
1979 260,256 - 170,468 89,788  65.5% 201 930 -~ 4.6~ 279.8
1980* 299,431 165,011 134,420 55.1%, 122 1,051 8.6 284 .9
C.” AXMED : < )
1978 67,604 28,685 38,919 42 .4% 237 1,729 | 7.3 42 .4
1979 83,663 . 29,178 54,485 34.9% 253 1,690 6.7 . 49,5
1980*', 73,522 35,876 37,646 48.8% 146 1,330 9.4 55.2
TOTAL -
1978 617,584 N.A. N.A. N.A. 987 11,541 11.7 53.5
1979 611,527 316,623 294,904 - 51.7% 982 7,497 7.6 81.6
1980* -581,532 298,566 282,966 51.3% 567 4,442 7.8 130.9

*First six months only

AN
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0 as an example again, a daily average of 4.6 boats have been fishing in

- 132 -
from Table V-5. On the average, the number of bo;ts operating each day is -
only 7.8 (1980 jﬁéures) in the four cooperatives, ranging from a high of
9.4 ii?beel Axmed to only 4.6 in Baraawe.' Obviously, a community of more
than 5,000 people cannot rely on barely five sm511 artisanal boats |
fiéhiné each day if it wants to become self-reliant. The technicaT
proB]ems involved with the motorized boats have élready been pointed out,
and although they contribute to the l1imited number of boats in operation
gach day, a comparison between Tables V-5 and V-3 in&icatqs that technical
difficulties &re only part of the problem. For instance, to use Baraawe

)

the first six months of 1980, whereas the number of boats in operational o

condition is 15. The comparative figures for the other cooperatives are
as follows: 9.2 vs 18 1in Cadale, 8.6 vs 17 in Badey, and 9.4 vs 28 in

—

Ceel Axmed, ;Tbhough as_pointed out under Table V-3, there are special ]

circumstances to account for part of the great disparity in the latter

case.

Dbes this mean that the resettled nomads have been unable to adapt to
their new life? Are the traditional aversions against fish and fishermen
too strong to be overcome? Thig is-hard1y the case as will be discussed
further below. Indeed it seems that the 'instant' fishermen have taken
well to their new skill, as the improvement in catches per boat per day
indicate (Table {—5). N?verthe1es§. it is clear that the fishermen are

/ i
fishiflg Tess than they are technically able to.

‘ One must here take into consideration a number of factors, all

pertaining to the fact that within the present cooperative structure, the

fishermen are not required to fish in order to survive or even be able to

1ive a comfortable life compared to the rest of the population. Every

PR
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ablebodied adult receives a minimum salary of SoSh 60 per month almost
{ regardless of h1s or her performance at work, and though this is not a

/

substantial sum by any means, it must be/remembered that-all members of B
the cooperat1ves receive free food rat1éﬁs in addition to‘free hous1ng, j
free medicaloservices and free education. The food rations in particular |
are quite genegbus} giving a nutrifiona] value bf approximately 70g of
;- protein and nearly 3,000 calories per day for each cooperative member
aged six years and abave. Indéed, in many cases the rations exceed the
amount needed for human conQumption to such an extent'that part of them
find their way to the black market allowing for not an insignificant
addition to the income of each household. As point;d out e]seqhere, the ,

‘ 7
services and the rations in particular still give the fishing cooperatives

N

"some of the characteristics of a relief camp, a sort of 'luxury' relief
camp, and in the long run this may have the negative effect of making !

- people too dependent on outside assistance" (Haakonsen 1980a:5-6).

1

The ‘negative effect on the fishing activity is readily detectable:
the income from fishing is simply not worth the risk of go1ngfout to sea
every dayfn As has been noted in severa] reports made specifically on the
f15h1ng caoperatives in Somalia (cf D1sney and Edwards 1979, Haakonsen
1979 and 1980a; Murdoch anid Mohamed 1980; Larson and RkerhaleSO; WFA 197§), /

fishing is a risky aciivity. as perhap; baest expressed in the WFA report:

“Fishing,...at any level, is also a dangerou$ )
occupation in which no reasonable precaution can
completely eliminate the risk of disaster, of
< " injury, Toss of livelihood or even death. Never-
' theless, a fisherman is prepared to accept these
hardships and dangers provided that he has the
right incentive" ?1979 :239).

Some of Somalia's 'instant' fishermen obviously do not feel they have

( )- sufficient inceritive to set out in the treacherous Indian Ocean in a small

VI T
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boat on a’'daily basis.

-~ If we finally Took at the average catches per boat per day, it is

.,also clear that with the .exception of Badey, where fish resources are

richer than further south and where not all the fishermen are resettled
nomads (many being traditional fishermen), there seems to be ampTe room
for improvement in the d&ﬁ]y catches. The relatively modest figuges ‘
reflect a’'still limited knowledge of fishing and the utilization of but a
fewfand not.a]way§ adequate fishing techniques. Once these techniques are
improvgd. the higher catches should provide further incentive for the

'ﬁ%shermen to participate more actively in the activity.]]

The Resettled Pegple

The often quoted references to the Somali nomad's aversion to fish
and disdain for maritime 1ife in connection to the resettlement of nomads

into fishing cooperatives fail to take into account some important

< {
considerations. First of all, although not particularly known to show much

enthusiasm for fishing or maritime 1iving, Somalis have long held a
reputation as a seafaring people. Writes Lewis:

"Since the earliest days of colonization it has been -
customary for numbers of Somalis to travel abroad,
mainly as seamen and often as stokers (1961:269;

my emphasis).

Secondly, it must be remembered that the nomads wha were resettled, including

those who went to the agricultural cooperatives, had very little to return
to. Due to the drought their herds had ;:fished.‘ Some families had lost
up to 1@0 camels, and it would take years go rebuild such a herd, leaving
the nomads Jithout any means for subsistence 1n/the meantime. Even if many

would perhaps have preferred to return to their traditional pastoralist way
/

F
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sedentary 1ife-style, but rather opportunism.
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of 1ife, circumstances all but prevented this option. .

This, of course, is not to say that all the resettled nomads embraced'
the new life with enthusiasm, and particularly older people sti11.seem to
have trouble adjusting to the fiﬁhing cooﬁeéatives. Some of them have
left the premises all together, as hagg some younger pepple, but in the
1étfer case, ghg reasons aré usually not problems of dealing‘with the
12" This is i1lustrated in part
by the fact that among the younger men, it is principally Qspple who have
received some kind of technical training, e.éi., drivers, mechanics,
electricians, etc. who are the ones who Teave the cooperatives, more often

than‘:ot in order to emigrate t9 the oil-rich Middle-Eastern countries which

can provide salaries that would never be attained in resource-poor Somalia.

Contrary to what the case is in the agricultural cooperatives,
relatively few of the resettled nomads have left the fishing cooperatives.
Whereas in the agricultural settlements the population is only 55% of .
what it was at the time of re§ett1ement and still declining, only about
20% have left the flshing co&munitieg, and as illustrated in Tab]e V-4,

the population has been steadily rising since 1978. Moreover, whereas there

{
-are more than two women for every man in the former case,13 the proportion

in the fishing settlements is almost one to one, indicating that, despite

initia] expectations to the contrary, former nomads may be more ready to

adapt to a life as fishermen than as farmers.
. o

What is then the reason for this perhaps sd;prisingly unryffled
transition to sedentary life? The answer most probably lies in a number of
factors. ?inst of all, memories of the hardships endured during the

drought are still very vivid in the minds of the resettled people. " Most of

/
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them had lost all their animals, and hardly a family had been spared the

agony of having one or ﬁorerf its closest relatives succumb to the

mercilessness of-the drought. Now they all get ample supplies of food and -

water, as well as medical attention, and their children are able to acquire
education, éomething the ex-nomads have great appreciation for. Secondly,
and despite the fact that the nomads in some cases had been tr&niported
more than a thousand kilometers away from their original homes and in spite
of the regional differences, the change’was not as dramatic as it might have

been had this occurred in any other part of the contfnent. The resettled

nomads were still in their own country, among people like themselves who
to some extent shared the same socio-cultural background and with whom

they could speak their own language.

/ . “+

i

Yet, these factors do not explain why more resettled nomads stay in the

fishing cooperatives than in the agricultural ones, since the ex&]anations &&I

_ given above should apply equally well to the agricultural cooperatives.

Perhaps the reason is that fishing may after all be more compatible with a L
pastoralist 2¥ad1tion than agriculture is. Pastner (1980) offers an |
interesting hypothesis on this point;'name1y thaf nomads and fishermen:

essentially live similar life-styles, make similgr use of natural resources

and even exhibit similar personality traits as’a consequence. To.quote some -

of his major points: .

il \ .
"Both pastoral and maritime adaptations seem to . T,

manifest a cross-cultural orientation towards their
respective eco-systems of the sort generally labeled
a 'commons mentality', that is, both pastures and
fishing grounds are usually seen ds a collective
resource rather than a property...

...Both nomads and fishermen appear to exhibit T
cross-cultural.similarities in the organization of ‘

/ those groups most essential to economic production,
and hence survival. In both adaptations these units

are characterized by their-small size:and fluidity D

in membership...
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...Seafarers, 1ike nomads, rely heévily on strategic
movement, with all its attendant hazards...this ,
‘ factor may well underlie what I here suggest are
similar personality types. If this is the case,
nomadic and maritime peoples in the arid zone have
[ yet one more afzinity~to ease the putative -transition .
of people from one sphere to another" (1980:16, 17
and 19). N
At first glance, these observations would seem to provide quite a
plausible explanation for the situation in Somalié, but unfortunately,
Pastner's approagh is too much rooted in the old anthropological tradition
where the ;conomic determinants both on the material level and in the social
!
relations of production are virtually ignored. Although some of the
points he makes help understand how former nomads may be more receptive
bsycho]ogibal]y to a life as fishermen rather than as agriculturalists, it
can hardly be used as the explanation why so many more p@ople have left

the agricultural than the fishing settlements. It should for instance be

~ noted that after all only about 30% of the labour force in the fishing

cooperatives are directly engaged in the fishing sector, and that less than

t

half of these are actually fishermen, as poigtep out in Table V-6.14

I
]

: T TABLE V-6

Labour Force in the Fishing Sector /

[ ~ Baraawe Cadale Badey* C. Axmed

Total active labour force 1,402 1,994 860 303 -
Employed in fishing sector - 429 672 265 213 ‘

- Captains & fishermen, T50 k) I -4 86

- Motorists & mechanics 30 80 16 5 |

- Netmenders ‘ ©135 151 37 81

- Processing workers 78 110 77 , 29

° . Storekeepers : 2 _Incl. 5 2

- Guards/watchmen . 34 above 5 10
Employees in fishing sector ‘ . )
' as % of total Jabour force 30.6% 30.8% 33.7% | 70.3% 5

*Newly arrived nomads not ‘iricluded in labour force figures :
I . .
L
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If we compare thé structure of the two types of cooperatives, we find
that they are very similar, the Beel=system geing the basis of mrgam'zation.]5
The md;t apparent difference is that of size, the 1arbest of the agricu]tura}
settlements, for instance, wa§ originally composed of 50,000 people. This
may be a significant fact in itself, since former nomads presumably wou]d;
Ufee] more/Uncomfortable the m%re crowded their.new setting proves to -be, ‘

It should be ﬁbinted out, though, that the new farmer; were sett]gd into
smaller units at some distance from eéch other within each cooperative and[

J
-that in a certain sense, the largest fishing cooperatives are even more

crowded since all the new housing units are built on the same s.pot.‘6

This being said, there are certain and probab]} very significant ' ;"
d%fferences in how the Beel-system plays a very determinant role in the
daily life of the farmers; the system seems much more flexible-and of
decreasing importanée in the fishing cooperatives. The structure here‘is in
practice being supplanted by the occupational division of the cooperative,
to such an extent that a fisherman is much more likely to put'forwaﬁd a
request or a complaint directly to the head of the fisheries sectﬁonlbr even
the chairman of the cooperative rather than utilize the bureaucracy of the
Beel-system. The madax position on various levels has also lost much of .
1tsqorigina1 status, headmen now serving more on a rotational basis rather

than being elected. - o &

Another fector is that although the system of food rationing in the
two type§ of c00pérative§ is quite similar, and the minimum salary is the
‘éhme, it is clear that the people in the fishing cooperatives again have a
ﬁore flexible system allowing for potengia11y gre@ter gains. The pay
system for fishermen hq;la1ready been described, and other workers 1n’the

cooperative also have the possibility to increase their monthly wages

-~




after regular work hours, skills they have been taught after the resettle-

. within. slightly more than an hour's walking distance from the villages of

: quite far removed from larger villages, and the occasional nomadic
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according to work performance and dedication. The criteria involved are,
not very wefl defined, but there are five different salary brackets,
ranging from SoSh 60 a month to SoSh 300, and 1n theony the opportunity to
earn the maximum salary shou]d be open to all. ]7 Women also have the

_opportunity of earning extra income. through embro1dery and_Basket making

ment.

Finally, there is dne more economic factor to.be considered, though
its degree of importance is obviously difficult to assess: access to the
black market. As mentioned-above, some of the rations distributed in the
fishing cooperatives seem to be sold to outsiders, and customers are [
easily available since the Baraawe and Cadale cooperat{ves are located f . )

-

towns with sizeable original populations, while Ceel Axmed:and Badey are
03 { 1 ' .
Goldweyn and Dawad. The agricultural settlements, on-the other hand, are

families that come by hardly represent a market potential.

The Role of the Fishing Settlements in Somalia's Cooperative Development

J ot

As mentioned initially, the fishing cooperatives for reséft]e /;mnads
are still in their formative stage,.and they are not yet considered rea

18 . though in many ways

to join the Union of Somali Cooperative Movements,
they are more organized according to thé‘USCM‘s basic concepts of a b
cooperative than most other cooperatives in Soﬁalia, excepting the agri-

cultural settlements. Nevertheless, theylare, as we have seen, cooperatives
only in name, finc% just about all decisions are made not by the resetf]ed |

nomads themselves, but by the appointed officials of the Coastal Development

e USRI Lf.’.w_,...\l'
”FT&.M&JQ:F . . . . -z S% ) . o
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-Project.. The 'cooperatives' aré also at a stage that if the Somali
govern“ment‘ through the CDP decided to Teave the fisin'ng sett]ementfs on |
their own, it would result fn-an economic and social disaster, literally

within a few days. ‘ .

- This situation, of course, is not what the Somali authorities-had
hoped for when the resettlement programme first was éonceived, the idea
wa§ to develop a previously neglected- economic sector.and integrate

’ destitut«é nomads into-the country's emerging socia]is.e economy. The
failure to,do so, so far, must partly be explained in terms of the Somali

/ ﬁationa& economy as a whole which, as pointed out in the previous chapter,

- is stil aﬂong way from its socialist goals, and partly in term; o% the

- organization and development of the Fishing cooperatives themselves. ,

: It is here interesting to note that the fishing settlements are slowly.

moving away from their original and very strict model which seemed more ,ﬁ} !
J - based on complete ‘collecti vi‘zati on under a ’ri gj’d bureaucracy rather than ol

gras§root cooperation. Although the cooperatives are still very much

under centralized étate-confrﬂ and direction, their structure 1‘s.1ess

r1'g1‘d. than before, and there are even indications that private wmercha 5

are about-to.be allowed to take part-in the marketin\g pf the cooperat:‘Ses'

Fish products instead of the i11-fated state agency SOMALFISH. It 18

précisgly this kind of 'opening up" and ﬂexib%]ity that seerﬁs to have

.

prevented the fishing settlements from undergoing the drastic depopulation

»

occurring in the agricultural settlements. Ironically, the Tatter are

much closer to the original cooperative model which was seen as the blue- ~

print of a socialist communilty. , -

d Another irony isuthat the newly cﬁgated USCM, which may be perceived
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gntire'ly as a creation of the SRSP /and thus as a representation of how’
the party conceives the development of socialism in Somalia, seems to
continue to adhere to the notion that a truly socialist cooperative
essentially amounts to a rigidly structured collective, and a1thougr{ the
basic concept of a cooperative in the USCM is based on the laudable
principle of mass partici{pation in the control of the ¢ooperative and
| representation by the cooperative members oh various Jevels of government

« 4 .
through elected officials, the conceived structure gives every indication

of producing a large and highly parasitic strata of bureaucrats.

This point can better be illustrated by referring to some of the By-"

laws in the latest Law on Cooperatives (cf Som. Dem. Rep. 1979a). They

state that six cooperative organizations are to make up the USCM, and each N

are to be structured aro;pd four different levels: Village, district,
region and national. Por each village, district and region, as well as on I
/' the nati'pnaI level, a five-man executive committee and a three-man audit
and inspection committee are to be elected for each relevant cogperative
sector. Since Somalia is divided up in 20 administrative regions and 70
districts in addition to coun£1e§s villages, the number of people that
potentially w1"‘l1 be tied into the admini’stration of the USCM is quite
. i substar;tiaL Naturally, not all cooperative organizations will be
| repr[‘esented in gpach village or district;'that will depend on the nature of
the local economies, Still, the number of elected officials may bgcome
extremely large, and in adcﬁtion one must tak_é 1n§‘o consideration clerical
staff on the various levels and the many appointed officials that will be
occupying positions in :the about 20 deparﬁnents and offices on f(;he National

w

- J Committee Tevel.

O If we take the fishing sectgr as an example, it today compromiées 23




T o ] My sy B vts 4 % v e r et % [FORURE . - - .

o - 142 -

| i

-cooperatives, including the four for resettled nomads,.19

Since the 23
cooperatives are spread along the coast in 20 districts and 9 regions, this
would mean that no less than 296 fishermen would be tied up with adninis-

!
trative ;:iuties, most probably on a full-time basis (assuming that districts

/
with only.one fishing cooperative will not have to elect separate committees-
on the district level). Obviously, this loss of labour force would have

-~ detrimental effects on the fishing activity itself; something that seems to

have been realized in the fishing cooperatives for resettled nomads as )

iﬁustrated by the gradual abandonment of the bureaucratic Beel-system. 7

There are other areas as well where the USCM seems to hold the same

concepts of cooperative development that were followed in the. initial

stages of the resettlement progranuﬁe. Typical are the"'incentive awards'
o i
that cooperatives and individuals can win by
: "socialist emulation of production, hard work,

patriotism, revolutionary spirit, socialism, taking
part in cooperative activities, showing enthusiasm
and responsibility" (Som. Dem. Rep. 1979a:A-24).

These awards include, in order of merit, USCM flags, USCM meddls, and

|
certificates of honour. Only on the bottom of the scale are awards |

"consisting‘of money , equipment, promotion, etc.” (ibid.). Similarly,

when the nomads first Wer:e resettled todthe fishing Ocooperatives, it was

by following the principle of "non-monetization of the communities'

economic 1ife" (Barkhadle 1976a:73), with no monetary incentives of any
3,\ i kind. However, less than!a year after resettlement, ‘the Ministry of

I ' Fisheries made the "important decision” of providing salary scales based

on performance and giving the fighemen SoSh 0.40 per kilo caught fish as ~ -

' incentives (ibid:93—§5). This share was subsequently doubled in 1978,

i ] suggesting that from the point of -view of the Ministry of Fisheries,
N }

money is the best incentive for increased productidn, thus again being in \
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opposition to the ideals of the USCM. I

Does this mean that the fishing cooperatives for resettled nomads
are departing from the original goals of becoming "s\elf—suppﬁrting
socialist societies that are based on work and justice" (Barkhadle 1976a:
94)? Hardly, since the official ideals remain the same, but experience
has shown that under the pﬁresent circumstances a fisherman is reluctant
to face the dangers.of the sea without financial rewards and that a too
rigid socio-economic structure can prove qui t‘e detrimental to both the:
céoperative as a whole and the individual members. The highly idealistic
aims (cf Chapter I) and over]y bureaucrahc structure of the USCM must -
be seen in the 1ight of the orgamzat'u on s 1imited practical experience.
Very few of the appointed officials seem to have more than a superficial
knowledge of any of the economic sectors that are supﬁosed to fall under

the jurisdiction of the union.

It is also from this point of view that one must assess the future

of Somali cooperatives and indeed, the future of Somali 'scientific

- socialism' as represented in the cooperative development. It is rather

obvious that the fishing cooperativeé for resettled nomads, for instance,
have all the potentials of becoming self-reliant in the not too distant
'future. Some areas, such as the average catch per boat per day are

showing definite improvements, and some of the major prob?ems such as the
lack of traming, inadequate fi shmg te;hniques poor marketing structures,

etc. s need relatively samp%fsolutmns. ‘

-In addition, it shoudd be recalled that what many people, anthro-'
pologists ‘not the least, perceived to be the greatest difficulties im

sedentarizing nomads into f’ishilng communities, have proven to be far from

]
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unsurmountable obstacles. The ‘problems of sedentanization' have mostly
( affected the oldest generation, while the youn‘ger men have adapted
remarkably well to maritime 1ife; the ‘aversion to fish-eating', similarly,
has been less of a problem than expected, and it is sigqificaht to note
that in the last couple of years, part"1y beéause of soaring meat prices,

but also because of a very active govermment campaign, Somalis in general

-have become much more willing to make ’use of fish products; and K1‘1"na11y, *
1. - the 'longing back to nomadic 1ife' has been less wide-spread than
originally rfear;ad. partly demonstrated by the fact that most people who - }
have left the settlements have migrated mostly to the city /or to higher

paying jobs abroad rather than gone back to the bush.

The more serious brob]éms are rooted in the overall organization of
the cooperativgs themselves and the structure of Somali society as a
whole; thus the future of Somalia's 'instant' fishermen will very much be
| '

determined by the nation's political course in the coming years.
c ' )

§ . It may here be ap;;ropri ate to remind of Hydén's warm:ng that

"administrative overload" and "overambitious targets" can create "serious
disappointmgnts and reactions against the government" (1970:74:75). and f
that "it may;evén be argued that a quicke} way to socialism than
deliberate politico-bureaucratic intervention...is to allow a further

de-structuration" of cooperatives in Africa (ibid:78).
] .

.
! 1
/
*
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| 1t is here interesting to note that in 1964, three state farms were

| also established, two for the cultivation of cotton and oil-seeds, and ..
one for wheat growgng These state farms, however, soon proved to be
failures and never provided the results the government at the time had
hoped for (Som. Dem. Rep. 1974a:6; Igbal 1980:2).

2This figure, which has its source in a document written by the Union
of Somali Cooperative Movements, would seem to be a bit on the high side,
part1cu1ar1y since the latest Three Year Development Plan operates with a
stated goal of 68,500 ha by 1981 (cf Som. Dem. Rep. 1979d:11). Similarly,
the figures in Table V-1 seem to be somewhat inflated, though not to any
significant degree.

3This was particularly ref]ectéd in the rather resigned response
given by one official at the NRA. When asked whether the NRA was willing
to let the administration of the livestock cooperatives to be transferred
to the USCM, he answered that the NRA would be more than willing to get
rid of them though he ‘doubted that the USCM would want to take over such -
an unsuccessful operation (personal notes).

4Burton consistently referred to the Somali nomads as "Bedouins". o
5Recent]y, the Bajuun residents have been relocated to fishing §
coéperatwves on the mainland where they continue to pursue their t
traditional life as fishermen using new techniques - with very good
results. ’ ;

6The other one was the meat cannery in Kisimayo. ;

7It is not ent1re1y correct to refer to the fishing settlements as
fishing cooperatives, since they are still regarded to be in their
formative stage and not yet on the same level as other fishing cooperatives
composed of traditional fishermen. The settlements have their own central
! administration in Mashruuca Horumarinta Xeebaha (Coastal Development
Project) and the USCM does not yet consider them ripe enough to be part
of the organization. For reasons of convenience, however, the four fishing
settlements will continue to be referred to as cooperatives in this thesis,
as they are for the most part referred to both by Somali authorities and
(m) foreign observers.

The distribution at the time of resettlement was as follows:

|
{ ' 5




. in connection with the cooperatives in Somalia. Although the fishing
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Baraawe 6,554
Cadale 4,688 J .
Badey 3,217 - b

8Sweden through her development agency SIDA granted the Somali
government SoSh 22.75 million, out of which 12.87 million were made -
available for the Ministry of Fisheries; Italy extended a Tow interest loan
of SoSh 7.5 million which were allocated for the establishment of cold
storage facilities (never, completed in the settlements); the Soviet Union
allotted SoSh 208 million. for the development of fisheries, out of which
72 million wes'a grant (cf Barkhadle 1976a:65-72).

9This statement brings up another factor that needs to be clarified

cooperatives are intended primarily to be producer cooperatives, the
essential marketing, at least up to September 1980, has been done through
higher government levels, particularly when it comes to export where
SOMALFISH has assumed all responsibility. This, however, does not alter -
the significance of the FAQ statement; it ‘'is still in the interest of the
cooperatives to maximize production, since the fishermen receive payment
as a fixed sum per kilo caught fish.

]OThis point ‘has been made by others as well. In a report prepared
for the Somali Ministry of Fisheries by the White Fish Authority, for
instance, the proposed 'ideal' size for an artisanal fishing cooperative |
would be about 2,000 people, with 300 fishermen and 60 boats (WFA 1979: 1
244), which may already be a high estimate (cf Haakonsen 1980a:10).

]1Space limitations prevent a mére comprehensive discussion on the
fishing skills - or lack of them - in the cooperatives. For details, see
Haakonsen (980a:13-14). }

b
]2A1though no statistics are avaiTable;\oral reports indicate that
it is indeed the older generation that accounts for most of the people
who have Teft the cooperatives.

]3For a good overall evaluation of the agricultural settlements, see
Som. Dem. Rep. 1979b.

]4The rest of the labour force is engaged in various activities sdch

. as construction, transportation, health care, administration, handicrafts,

etc. The high percentage of people engaged in the fishing sector in Ceel
Axmed is related to the small size of the cooperative (as pointed out
above, the other three settlements are too large to be able to support
themselves on artisanal fishing alone) and the availability of boats in
relation to the total population.

151 must point out here that I only have a limited first-hand knowledge
of the agricultural settlements, two days to be exact, and that necessarily
affects the depth and extent of my comparison. ’

16With the excepgion of Ceel Axmed, where the new houses are nearly
all completed, the housing projects in the other cooperatives are far
from finished, as i1lustrated in“Table V-7 below. Those families who
sti11 have not moved into permanent housing live in the traditional agal
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(nomadic hut) they brought along with them,
For details on housing, see Haakonsen (1979:19-21).

in extremely crowded
dircumstances. In Baraawe, some families have built their own cariish.

TABLE V-7

Infrastructure
‘ / Baraawe Cadale ~ Badey C. Axmed
f
Housing units (total) 556 690 104 91 ’

- Soviet-designed 376 Ly 104 25

~ Cariish-type 180* 2504 - . 66#
Schools (total) ' 2 2 2 1

~ Elementary T T T T

- Intermediate ] N 1 -

- Secondary | - u.c. - -
Hospital Yes Yes Yes u.c.
Cooperative shop " Yes No Yes - Yes °

A&ﬂcessing ;51ant Yes Yes Yes Yes
)Cow storage ! No No No No

*Built by the settlers themselves on their own initiative

#Including those under construction
U.C.Under construction '

«

by

”It is 1nterest1ng to note in this connection that in the recent
evaluation of the agricultural settlements, one of the main recommendations
put forward by the State Planning Commission is to "1mprove the system of
salaries and wages" (Som. Dem. Rep. 1979b:130).

18

Even if the USCM considered them ready, it would be doubtful that

they would be transferred from the Ministry of Fisheries. The Ministry

has so far successfully resisted every attempt to take over jurisdiction
and administration of any fishing cooperative.

19

Y

The four nomadic settlements are not included in Table V-1. /
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CHAPTER V1

SUMMARY .AND CONCLUSION -

{

The resettlement of hearly 15,000 pastoralists into fishing cooperatives
is a major event from several points of view. For one thing, thé sedentar-
ization and relocation of such a large number of people is associated with
a number of practical problems, though it should be pointed out that it is
not the first time an operation of this kind has been carrigd out.

Secondly, the transition f}om‘pastora1ism to fishing is an unusual
occurrance and, on such a scale, actually unprecedented. fﬁi;d1y, and
most 1nterestxngly for our purposes, ‘in the Somali“case the resettlement
is not only regarded by the apolitical author1t1es as a pr1me example of

socialist development in the country,’it is also seen as representing the

i ea , s oy
transition from communalism (referred to as 'tribalism') to socialism.

In order to examine this contentiQn, we have had to go thfgugh a
number of analytical steps. First of all, it has b%gn necessary\to
determine the level of socio-economic integration of traditional pastora
soc1ety at the time when it was still only marginal]y in contact with
external forces, i.e., in the pre—co1onia1 era, In order to do so, a.
relatively neglected concept in marxist analysis has been applied. Partiy

because of the name, but also because Marx never fully developed the

»

- 148 -

[T (U -
TR A B RS, TS Tt

L s




f

9

- 149 -
concept, the Germanic mode of production has received oﬁfy marginal
attention in the discussion of pre-capitalist economic formations in the

Third World, yet, and to a large extent due to the works of Bonte (1974

and 197é) and Rigby (1978), the Germanic transitional form of the communal

e i

mode of production has proven to be ?useful methodological tool in the

study of certain African pastoral ‘societies, -even when aHowi_ng for the
; ) oy
rather fragile theoretical base upon which the concept of the Germanic

mode of production was built in Marx's Grundrisse.

@

®

Since ancient Germanic society as described by Marx was primarily

e i

'tribally' structured, i.e., along extended kinship associations and -

,d‘e‘scent-ﬁnes without any state formation, the Germanic mode of production
has been used to assess whether Somali society, too, was a 'tribal’
society before the advent of colonialism. As argued in Chapter II,
Somali pastoralists were indeed living in a stateless system basec’i
primarily on agnatic descent, where the ager publicus rather than private
property was at tpe centre of prdductio’n. Consequently, the social
relations of production,  despite an embryo of slavery, were not based on

-

the exploitation of value and Tabour by one segment of society over another.

The next step in the analysis has been to examine to what extent
Somali nomad?became integrated into the capitalist economy that was
introduced into the Horn‘/ of Africa as soon as the colonial powers
divided the area between them. As it has been argued, colonialism had a
limited impact on the majority-of the Soma'l.i population: the Italians
extended their influence mainly to the agricultuf‘al districts and in the
towns, whereas the British tried to keep their presence to the minimum

necessary required to maintain control of the coast.
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It was only towards the end of the colonial era that the capitalist \
money economy seriously started to affect the pastoral sector following
the increased demand for meat in the oil-booming M"i ddle-East. For the‘
first time; individual entrepreneurs started to emerge among the nomadic
pastoralist population as livestock traders and barkad-owners, and
although the conzmelemaHZatwn of the pastoral economy has been dradual,
it hds occurred over a relatwely short time~span. Nevertheless, because
of the.absence of a fuﬂy developed livestock trading system, the Somali
authorities are not‘entirer unjustified in claiming that even at the
time of resettlement, most nomads were stﬂ‘] 1iving under a 'tribal'
system with a predominantly 'tribal’ egono;ny. /Thus it can be argued thoat‘

the resettlement of nomads indeed signified a transition from a

precapitalist system.

In order to dssess whether the fishing eooperatives also signify a
change to a se;f rehant socialist system, we have had to take into !
conSideration the developments in Somalia since the present and self-
proc]aimed socialist government came to power in 1969. The ideology of
the governmeﬁt, for the most part expressed'in Siyaad B;rre's speeches,
is ~based upon' the notion that there is but one socialism, 'scientific
socialism', though this is also where any further exp]ana,fion is provided

in Somalia and the answers have had to be sought by examining the execution

of the socialist ideas.

Looking at the accomplishments since the 'Revolution', it is clear
that th‘ere have been a number of impressive so’ciaI achievements such as fhe
e’nancipation of women and the literacy campaign: to mention a few, Yet,
the social reforms have not been more ‘socialist' than one would find in

any welfare-oriented nation. Though it is true that this government has
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at times shown much more of a human concern than the‘ones preceding it,
as for instance witnessed during the massive relief operations during the
1973-75 drought and the recent réfugee influx, this still does not tell

!
us an ng) substantial about socialism in the country.

x

‘ I/ Theé economic pattern over the last decade, on the 6ther hand, is a
- better indicator of Somalia's direction which, ironically, neither suggests
a socialist development nor greater self-reliance. On the céntrary, there
seems. to be a greater dependency on the production'and export of one
particular commodity, namely 1ive§tocK, and consequently a greater
ependency on the import of most other goods. Moreover, as we have seen,
,;2he Tivestock frade is almost totally under thg contro]~ofﬁa small, but

<

increasingly powerful group of private entrepreneurs.
#

4 From this point of view i; may seem surprising to hear the government
continue to put emphasis on developments wi;hin the state and cooﬁerative
sectors. Particularly the céoperatives haye been h}§h1ighted, most
recently through the establishment of the Union ;f Somali Cooperative
Movements which seems totally devoted to the creation of self-sufficient
fsocia]ist: cooperatives in. every production sector of the economy except
r larger industries. While there is no evidence to indicate that the

-objectives and effLrts of the USCM are pot sincere, that the Union is
Jjust a pretention or even a Qmoke-screen for the forces that in reality

control Somalia's economy, there is ample reason to question the USCM's

abi1it§ to achieve its goals.

For one thing, the USCM has built up a complex organizational and
administrative structure with a strong ideology but a very limited economic

(i) : and infrastructural base, and already one can perceive many of the
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‘constraints’ to cooperative development outh‘ned by Hydén (1970) as
[ \_‘_—Eﬁg dn'ecﬂy relevant to the USCM. Second'ly, and more importantly, it .

is difficult to understand how the cooperative movement in Somalia can

follow a socialist path of deve'lopment when the principal sector of the

country's economy seems more and more part of a fun_yz developed capitalist’

system. ’ '
/

The . fishing cooperatives for resettled nomads are a good example of ) ﬂ
- the dilemma, It is here interesting, as a side point, to note that

Somalia's 'instant' fishermen to a large extent seem to have overcome the o

socio-cultural barmers that many expected would have posed s1gmf1cant

? ‘ problems in: the transmon from nomadic pastorahsm to sedentary fishing.
E . They have, fc/’:“instance, Ffared much better than their colleagues in the
agricultural settlements, though the reasons are not, as Pastner (1980)
suggests, so fuch attributable to a nomad's greater compatibility with, Lo
sea-1ife as to a number of economically based factors. In the fishing
v cooperatives, the resettled people receive more economic incentives than |
in theagricultural ones, monetary incentives that some would describe as
e 'capitalist oriented' Again, this reflects the basic irony in Somalia:
, o the cooperatives that seem to function best (but by no means perfectly
, - i L’\—/"\‘wd far from the stated objective of ach1ev1ng self-sufficiency), dre the
‘ . ones which have departed most from the origmal cooperative model which
' . - Was seen as representing the future socialist society in Somalia., This, }
’ on the other hand, does not imply that a socialist dconomic system cannot f
function’in Somalia, it merely shows that one particular and re]ativelyl
weak production sector cannot develop indepen ently from the rest of an
economy which is following a completely different path.
(. | . )

This leads us back to the fundamental question once again: Is the
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Soma4h' leadership's pledge to 'sc%entific socialism' simply rhetoric, ori
are there any indications that'a socialist development is indeed taking
place? The opinions on this point, as we have seen, tend to vary. Mostn
observers will probably agree that Sana1ié_ is not any closer to scientific

#

socialism than let us sa!y Tanzania or even Zambia, and it has been
suggested that many ofrthe country's present’ leaders are far from being
committed socialists. However, political power in Solmah’a is not in the
hands ofh those who control the dconomy, it is. rather very much rooted in-
the military establishment and concentrated around certain clans and
Tineages. The wealthy livestock traders anq plantation owners do not

h

p[articipate directly in Somalia's political affairs, though there seems.

little doubt that they are allowed to pursue their business .interests ¢

without feariﬁg any serious restraints from the government.

/

This situation has Ted Lewis (1979) to comment that in some sense,.
Somalia is reminiscent of the autocratic rule of HaﬂeﬂSelassie‘s Ethiopia,
and that the rule of order is no;c socialism, but 'Siyadism', in reference
to the status and power of the Somali president. Though none among the
,(rang elite uin Somalia wouch subsc’r:i‘be to\[évn’s" analogy ., ’some make Tittle
effort to hide the fact that 'scientific socialism' is not an adequate
characteriz‘atio?“n of the present socip—econ‘omié system, ‘ When asked recently

if the system in his country really represented socialism, a high-ranking

Somali official answered that this was not really the case and that the '

présent‘ ystem could only be described as 'Somaliism' (personal notes).
]

erms 'Siyadism' and 'Somaliism' hardly can be said to be
analytical definitions of the situation in Somalia, they certainly reflect
-its ambiguity. The fishing cooperatives for resettled nomads seem to

confirm this ambiguity:. on one hand, there has been and continues to be
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‘ a.'é—incere"effogrt‘ to plan and organize them towards se]fyreﬁiar;t, socialist
communities, an \effo'r't that has only partially been frustrated by technical
difficulties attributable to external factors. On thé other hand, this o
development course seems to./depart significanﬂy from that of the rest of

the society.. The major problem: w1th the fishing settlements in ((omalia, ' !

as with a1l other cooperatives, remaihs the disparity between their : .
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Area:
Population:

*
I

Capital:
Official language:

Religion:
GNP per capita:

*’”Currenczz
Life expectancy:

Topography:

Climate:

b
SOMALIA: COUNTRY PROFILE

i

Somali Democratic Republic
637,657 sq. km. )

3.5 million (estimated). In addition, there are
approximately 1.8 million refugees from the Ogaden
region of Ethiopia (December 1980).

Mugdishe (Mogadishu); population: 450,000
Somali; Arabic, Italian and English also common
Is1am (Sunni).

us $ 13/79) . o
Somali $hilling (SoSh) US $1 = SoSh 6.2 (Summer 1980)
42 years

Mostly flat plateau surfaces 'and plains except faor the
mountainous areas of the north.

Hot and dry throughout the yea; with temperatures
averaging between 27 and 32 degrees Celsius; somewhat
cooler in higher altitudes. Two rainy seasons bhring

‘erratic rainfall mostly in the soUthern regions.

Data on the Fi sber'i

]
es Sector:

]

+ Coast line:
Shelf area (0-200m):

3,200 km. >
52,000 sq. km.

Full-time fishermen: 3-4,000, mostly artisanal

Yearly fish catches: About 10,000 tons (1978) .

Yearly E&p_orts of fish products: 1.2 ton; value: SoSh 2.6 million |

Potential yearly fi

sh catches (FAQ estimates):

Coastal pelagic and semi-pelagic fish 100,000 tons )

Demersal fish 80,000 tons |

-Sharks-and Rays . 30,000 tons ’

Crustacea , . 1,500 tons'

Cephalopods . ‘ - Unknown

Molluscs . Unknaown

Totan ’ 211,500 tons \

. :h J |
o - 169 - 1
1~ \ ) } L . 4’,;




e b ot ot

VP

="

©

"

-

Table B~1, Baraawe o | #
(Caten figures in kilos) -
. " Fish-|Boat Avarige [Average
Total Shark Yish 5 ing {land~- [bosts/day| catch/ | )
1978 hark dsys [ings | fishing {hoat/day]
|
talh 122,281 | N.A. W.A. | ®.A. |259 (2562 | 10.0 8.0
1 !
4 1919 [
I
. fan 14,596 2,135 |-12,461 J14.68 | 29 | 200 7.2 69.5 .
" Jeb 10,173 1,067 9106 10.5% | 24 81 3.8 125.6 |
8,141 1,391 6.750 1718 121 | 108 h.o Th.s '
pr 8,248 1,922 | 6,326 |85.0% | 2 69 | - 2.9 119.5 . -
9,020 7,21 |, 1,809 [79.9% { 27 | 1u8 5.5 60.9 »
un 2,262 1,968 2th | 87.9% | 19 kg 2.6 46.1
w 81 69 [, 12 [85.28 | 2 h 2.9 20.3
ug B i.F. X.P. - - - - -
o0 1,119 500 619 |bk.7% | 208 | 66F 3. 17.0f- b
- t 19,851 9,839 | 10,002 |49.6% | 25/ | 1084 h.3f | 183.8¢ b
ov 33,715 15,128 | 18,6L7 |uk.8% | 224 T3¢ 3.3% 482,74 - ’
6,586 | 6,196 |51,5% | 25 | 132 5.3 96, j
Motal | 120,048 | 7,836 [ 72,212 |39.88 {2bk 1045 5.3 | k.9 ‘
980 ‘ o
\an 5,21 3,841 | 1,370 |T3.7% | 2 | 123 5.9 h2.h
& 13.129 5,605 | 7,51k [L2.8% | 264 | 1h64 6.4F | 89.98 ¥
20,557. | 10,768 | 11,789 [U47.7% | 2 | ob# | h.1F | 240.OK , s
pr 3°|381 10‘61k 191767 3"!” ) 29 90 3.1 337.6 :
3749 2,262 | 1,k8T 60.3% | 27 | 118 4.4 11.8 :
5,582 4 . 25 | 133 _%,2 "
tal| 81,652 | 37,923 | 43,729 | U6.u8 |15 | TO2 b6 | 116.3

* Monthly figures not, available st time of visit. Figures in table taken
from Murdoch & Nobamed (1980).

# Pishing partly in Lugmanyo or Dannan vhere tilhincdmmtm not
properly recorded. Pigures in table partly dased on-averages of the rest

of the yesr. .
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Table 3-2. Cadale .
(Catch figures in kitos)
g |Fish-|Boat Avarags |Average
e Total Shark Fish Shark ing ‘| land- |hoats/day| cateh/
. 1978 ’ days |ings fishing |boat/dayi
jan | 16,780 | 11,bh0| 7,340 |60.97 | B | 626 | =20.2 ~| 30,0
Feb 17,793 | 9,357 | 8,436 |52.6% | 25 | 512*| 20.5 34.8
var | 24758 | 13,777 | 10,961 | 55.7% {21 | ST9 | 21 h2.7
Apr 20,69k 5,929 | 14,765 | 28,7% | 30 | 701 23.h 29.5
May 21,088 | 13,979 | 7,109 | 66.3% | 21 ki 25.1 27.1
Jun 9,126 6,392 | 2,734 [ 70.0% | 2 309 .0 J 29.5
lrut 9,378 5,323 | 4,055 |56.8% | 24 | LS55 19.0 20.6
Aug 10,865 2,155 | 8,710 | 19-8% | W | 229 16.4 W74
Sep 13,919 2,885 | 11,03 | 20.7% | 28 1 U436 15.6 3.9
ot 22,035 9,979 | 12,046 | 45.3%8 | 26 | 522 18. h2.2
ov 2L,520 | 11,88k | 13,236 | 16.0% | 21 | 569 2.1 k3.1
Dec. 22,579 8,585 13,985 {38.08 | & | 599 19.3 7.1
Total| 215,496 | 101,085 |11k, k11 | U6.9% |18 |63k 19.9 3.1
L5379 ’
e | 13,175 | 6,143 | 7,032 | 46.6% | 3 | bs2 | 159 ‘| 26.8
Fas 11,002 6,829 | k,173 | 62.1% | 21 | LoOT 15.1 27.0
var | 13,683 | 6,250 | T,433 |bs.TE | 3 | 510 | 16.5 '26.8
Apzr 14,854 3,660 11,19k | 2k.6% | 30 S61 18.7 26.5
18y 13,428 7,183 | 6,245 | 53.5% | 1 530 17.1 .| 25.3
Jun §,2h2 b,o7L | L,171 | W9 b% | 17 |"1T2 10.1 7.9
Tul 22,611 | 14,798 | ‘7,813 |65.4% | 24 | 330 13,8 68.5
g 1,850 798 | 1,052 ué.u 6 u3 T.2 43,0
ep 6,987 2,486 | L,501 | 35.6% | 1b 173 12.h Loy
ct 5,092 3,595 | 1,497 | T0.8% | 20 | 11k 5.7 ¥ bk.7
ov 25,078 7,078 | 17,600 | 25.8% | 26 276 10.6 90.9
Deg 10658 | < 880 ] 5. 708 |50.6% | 27 | 22b 8.3 51.6
Total| 147,560 6?,1h1 78,5819 | b6.9% |26k |3832 13.5 38.5
1980 , o
i 13,996 | 10,061 | 3,953 |TL.8%8 |29 |-269 | 9.3 52.0
eb 2,692 | 1b,7u6 | 6,946 {68.0% | 22 | 169 1.7 128.%
23,916 6,755 | 17,161 |28.2% | &3 | 225 9.8 | 106.3
pr 23,285 5,20b | 18,081 |22.3% | &7 | 269 10.0 86.6
23.254 7,390 | 15,86h | n.8% | 2 | 24 10.0 105.2.
un 20.786 | 15,620 | 75,18 | 25 | 206 | 8.2 100.9 -
otal 126,927 | 59,756 | 67,271 [U7.1% |18 [1359 9.2 930
* Based partly on the aversge of the rest of the moXth due to incomplets
accounting. . B '
’ .
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Table 8=3. Badey
: (Catch figures in kilos)
\ ‘ p Fish-{ Boat | _.Average |Average
) . Tatal Shark Fish X ing [-J.and— boats/day| catch/
‘po78 Shark,oys |ings | fishing | boat/day]
| ran | N.F. ¥.F. §.F. -g - - - .
eb 20,967 | 15,009 | 5,958 |71 19 83 bk 252.6
! I 23.991 | 17,055 6 ,93 1 71.1% | 25 107 b3 224.2
pr 26,777 | 20,40 6,337 {76.38 | 25 | 121 h.8 221,3
y 17,710 9,496 8,21k |53.6% | 16 117 7.3 151.h
Y un 12,068 | 7,614 | u,L3L ) 63.2% ) 1k 106 1.6 113.7
- ul 6,927 L,287 | 2,6k0 [61,9% | 1L 62 5.6 21.7
ug 9,866 6,65 3,k01 | 65.5% | 17 h, 2.h 240.6
. 5,775 | 3,450 2,325 |59.7% 1 8 |« 2k 3.0 2ko.6
t 36,545 | 21,373 | 15,172 |58.5% | 1T | 137 8.1 266.8
oV 51,597 | 31,843 ) 19,754 |61,7% ) 21 138 6.6 373.9
Dec . N.F. N.F. = - - - -
rotal] 212,203 | 137,032 | 75,171 | 64.6% (173 936, 5.4 226.7
. “  poT9
Van X.F. K.F. N.F. - -] - - -
, Feb | 17,301 | 9,52T| 7,774 |55.1% | 15 69 k.6 250.7 ‘
36,758 | 25,b73 | 11,285 | 69.3% | 27 | 196 7.3 _ | 187.5
pr 25,154 | 20,0k0 5.114 | 79.7% | 2% 140 5.6 79.7
2k,329 | 12,816 | 11,513 | 52.7% | 7 96 5.6 253.4 !
un 27,083 | 1k,907 | 12,176 | 55.0% | 27 112 b1 241.8 ;
- Wul 2.801 | 14,562 | 7,329 | 66.5% | 20 65 3.3 336.8 | .
ug $6,563 | Lo,b62 | 16,101 | T1,5%5 | 20 63 3.2 897.8
ep 1,552 585 96T | 37.T% | 2 b 2.0 1880
t 7,081 | 3,617 | 3,48k |51.1%( U 12 3.0 590.1
ov 15,037 | ' 9,677 5,360 6s.u% ) 18 S4 3.0 278.5 .
/ e | 27,507 | 18,802 8,705 |68.4% | 26 | 19 | 46 | 2hn.2 I
. - ~ fota1| 26,256 | 170,468 | 89.788 | 65+5% 20t | 930 | - L6 | 215.8 ¥
980
* e "~} K .
. Jan 375 206 169 | 54.9% | 1 3 N30 .| 5.0 !
| 'eb 29,367 | 18,618 | 10,749 | 63.4% | 14 | L5 8.2 255.4
76,0uk | 43,1T1 ] 32,873 | 56.8% | %0 235 7 7.8 323.6
r |- 66,722 | uh,232| 22,490 | 66.3% ) 30 | A6 7.2 308.9
| - 63,998 | 21,931 | 36,027 | bL3.TE| A | 203 9.7 ush/\\f\/
un §g.9§5 30,853 ) 32,132 | 49.0% 1 26 | 279 10.7 225.71 ) '
tall 299,531 | 165,001 |13k, 4z0 | 55.1% | 122 | 1050 8.6 284.9
I . \ |
v { .
) 4 s - -
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Table B-4. Ceel Axmed |
{Catch Figures in kilos),
: ) 1 'Fish-|Boat Ave;uo Average
’ Total Shark Fish Shark ing | land~ hoats/day| cateh/
/ 1978 days {ings | fishing |boat/day
Jan 3,532 2,259 | 1,273 |6b.0% 16 | 107 6."( 33.0
eb 5,795 2,367- | 3,608 |39.6% 25 | 167 6.7 39.6
6,033 2,720 | 3,323 |uk,9% N | 236 7.6 25.6
pr 12,836 6,522 | 6,31k |50.8% 30 | 2hl 8.0 53.3 |
3,569 1,105 | 2,484 [30.8% | 28 | 168" 6.0 21.3
un k16 348 128 |713.1% 14 Sh 3.9 73.1
ul N.F. K.F. N.F. - - - - -
ug N.F. N.F. N.F. - - - - -
: ep 2,123 1,208 915 |56.9% T 56 8.0 37.9
F t 10,600 4828 | 5,772 |Us.5% | 21 | 220 | 8.1 8.2
. ov 10,436 3,264 { 7,172 |31.2% 28 | 234 8.4 Wi .6
. . motal| 67,604 28,685 | 38,919 |k2.k¥ | 23T 1729 7.3 b2k
o9
ooy
Tan 17,310 | 2,063 | 15,307 |1L.9%*| 30 | 195 6.5 89.1
1] 7,299 1,137 | 6,162 {15.6%*] 2t | 203 8.5 36.0
N v ar 7,261 1,300 | 5,961 [17.9%*| 3 | 2u2 7.8 30.0
pr 6,122 1,693 | b,h2o j271.64%) 30 | 227 7.6 42.2
Y oy 3,330 1,913 | 1,b17 {57.4% | 20 | 1b5 .7-3 57.4
Jun 1,139 91k 225 |80.2% | 13 25 1.9 is.6
ul N-E- N'-}F N-P. - J hd - Lo -
! ug K.F. X.F. ¥.F. -1 - - - -
p 1,234 578 656 146.8%/ ) 18= | S0 2.8 2b.7
, t u33719 2,207 | 2,172 {50.4% | 2T | 100 3.7 43.8
ov 1,639 5,291 | 6,348 |k5.5% | 29 | 227 7.8 51.3
e 23,890 12,082 | 11,808 [50.6% 216 8.9 86.6
k otal| 83,663 | 29,178 | 54,k85 |3b.9% | 253 (1690 6.7 k9.5
980 . v
Van 17,228 8,262 8,966 |L8.0% 32 | em 8.9 62.2
') 15,118 8,250 6,876 |54.6% 27 265 9.8 5T7.0
15,735 6,506 | 9,129 |ka2.0% | 3 | 307 9.9 51.3
r 19,632 ‘9,889 | 9,743 {50.L% | 30 | N2 10.L 62.9
5,724 2,826 2,898 {bo.ug | 23 | 169 7.3 33.9
. . g5 - L2# L3l b8 g | - - -
. LN oL| 7352 | 35,876 | 3,646 (10816 [1m30 | 9.k | 5.2
' * Some of %he boutl'fwd in band-line '¢i{shing sccounting for thas low
’ . o . percemtage of sharks in the total catch. '
. # Besch-seine catches, not included in‘total sversges.
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