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mTRODUCTION 

Historical settlement in Canada was conditioned by water accessibility. 

As a result 1 population units became located on the coasts and along navig-

able rivers. In New Brunswick this general pattern was carried out on the 

north and east coasts 1 and along the banks of the St. John River. 

Thus, two areas within the Province evolved independently of one 

another. The North Shore, as it is now called, was isolated overland from 

the valley of the St. John by the central wilderness, and the out-thrust 

province of Nova Scotia was a barrier to water commnnication betvreen the 

two regions. 1 

It was not until the middle of the Nineteenth Century that the Valley 

and the North Shore were integrated economically and socially by modern 

techniques of transportation and communication. For decades they developed 

independently, except for administrative bonds, in some ways with like in-

terests, activities and outlook, and in others quite dissimilar. 

In the western region the St. John River fonns, in an exceedingly well 

watered Province, the most extensive inland water system. Taking its source 

in northern Maine it flows over 400 miles, through eight New Brunswick coun-

ties, to Saint John where it empties into the Bay of Fundy. 

1. "The important place occupied by the St. John River (in New Brunswick) 
was significant. This river traversed the province from its northwest 
extremity down the west side to the Bay of Fundy. Its upper reaches 
actually fonned the boundary of the state of Maine. Its lower portion, 
considerably removed from the American boundary, was the very center of 
New Brunswick life. On it were situated the capital City, Fredericton, 
and the commercial capital, Saint John. In the St. Jolm Valley were 
to be found the best agricultural lands. This valley settlement was 
shut off from the settlements on the North Shore by a vast stretch of 
rocky and uninhabited territory. History as well as geography had 
served to separate New Brunswick into two distinct areas. Seeming to 
be one, the Province was really two, and the parts were difficult to 
unite." The Maritimes and Canada Before Confederation. Whitelaw, W.M. 
Toronto 1934. page 13. 
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At the present time the River is noted for the beauty of its scenery 

and the opportunities that it presents to vacationists and sportsmen. Be-

yond this esthetic and playtime value lies a long histor.y of utility, of 

service to those generations of people, both aboriginal and of European 

descent, who employed it as an efficient means of transportation, and who 

lived in the valley through which it flows. 

The Micmacs and l.1alicetes travelled the length of the Province on its 

surface, the French explorers used it to bring down to the sea the loads 

of furs that attracted them to the area, and the various British races who 

settled the Valley utilized it extensively as an avenue to travel and a 

means of transportation for commodities. 

In 1931 this area was the home of 167,795 people, living in cities, 

towns, villages or in scattered agricultural settlements. To this popu-

lation the importance of the River as a zooans of inland transportation has 

receded with the development of railways, roads and autos. 

The changes that these new techniques have brought to the social organ-

ization of the Valley, to its economic pursuits, arrangement of people and 

relationships with other areas have been conditioned and directed by the 

topography, i.e., the physical environment. 

The present study is an attempt to describe the historical development 

of the social organization, in its more important features, of the popula-

tion which has lived in the Valley. The study is limited to the period 

from first settlement to the final destruction of its isolation by the 

railways which linked it up with the rest of Canada. 

The reasons for choosing this particular era are two. In the first 

place there has been, of recent years, a sizeable number of e · . nqul.rJ.es, 
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essays, commissions and reports on the modern position and problems of the 

Maritimes. In general these are applicable to the Valley, and this modern 

period has been canvassed fairly well. 

In the second place, the materials and data available for a description 

of the early history of the Region tend to be largely documentary, as 

opposed to the statistical sources of the modern period. Thus the methodol­

ogy which would be utilized over the entire history is of a somewhat differ­

ent order. 

A study of the early history of the Region on the present basis m~ 

thus become introductory to the more detailed analysis available from im­

proved statistics. 

With respect to the general method of the study, it should be noted that, 

under present conditions, one important feature of the social sciences is 

the point of view of the student. The orientation of observers towards the 

same data may be the only distinguishing feature of the work of the econcmist, 

political economist or sociologist. 

This enquiry into the developnent of the St. John River Valley is under­

taken from the frame of reference of human ecology, a specialized field of 

Sociology. As a discipline, human ecology is at an early stage of develop-

ment. In order to ensure an understanding of its point of view the first 

chapter is devoted to an exposition of some of its basic concepts and ideas. 
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Chapter 1. 

HUMAN ECOLOO Y. 

1. 

The Point of View. 

The background of human ecology and the fundamental notions which gave 

it its initial impetus as a science are set out in the following extract: 

"Human ecology drew its material and hypotheses from two sources, first 

from the human geographers such as Ratzel, la Blache and Brunhes with 

their emphasis on the effect of the physical environment on the group, 

and, secondly, from the work of the plant and animal ecologists who were 

the first to develop the notion of the symbiotic nature of the sub-human 

groupings, typified by mutual interdependence, reciprocal influence and 

later by the dominance of some of the members. nl 

The geographical influences of climate, soil, topography, natural re-

sources and transportation routes have tended to modify the development 

of culture and the formation of the social structure in different areas, 

according to the specific characteristics of the group's habitat. 

Such forms of social organization as pastoral, nomadic or maritime 

have been ascribed to the conditioning influence of the natural features 

of the envirorunent. Just how far the concept of geographical influence 

can be carried is open to doubt. It does not appear logical to completely 

follow human geographers who endeavour to express all of man's environment 

in geographic terms alone, but, that geography plays some part in the nature 

of man and the organization of his society can hardly be doubted. 

1. Dawson~ c.A. Article on Htunan Ecology in "The Fields and Methods of 
Sociology", Bernard., Editor. 
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From the point of view of human ecology the important aspect of the 

natural environment is how it tends to modify the arrangement of groups of 

people in space. The primary conception of society is that it exists in 

the system of relationships which people develop in their gregarious living. 

This developnent is contingent upon contact between individuals and between 

groups, and the resulting processes of interaction which such contacts ger-

minate .1 Therefore, insofar as the physical environment is responsible 

to a large extent for the grouping of people, and their consequent ability 

to interact, it becomes of some importance in the study of sociology. 

If ecology were to stop with the study of the natural environment as it 

is laid down on the surface of the earth it would be hardly more than a com­

parative geography of human beings, but man has adapted himself to the limi­

tations of the physical envirorunent so well that there now are a host of 

factors which serve to annihilate the restrictions of nature, to overcame the 

imposed natural groupings of people and to enhance the me ana of conununicat ion 

many times. Such adaptations are not part of the natural environment, in 

the geographical sense, but they are part of the environment to which man now 

has to fit himself and his society. Such are modern means of transportation, 

communication and general technical advance in productive enterprise. 

The fertility of the soil and good water supply have receded in import-

ance as reasons for the concentration of population within ~gions. Indus-

try and conuneroe are the magnets which draw people together now, but these 

tend to be placed in strategic positions with regard to the natural resources 

of the area and the lines of transportation. 

1. Dawson and Gettys, "An Introduction to Sociology" 1929, page 279 et seq. 
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11. 

The Concepts of Human Ecology. 

The ooncepts of human ecology are, in general, descriptive of the 

social phenomena of large cities. This results from the fact that a 

good deal of the early study in the field was located in urban areas. 

With the increasing interest in the role of regions and inter-regional 

competition, additional concepts have come into use in describing these 

larger areas. 

In a study such as the present one the fundamental concepts are, per­

haps, those relating to the ttlife cycle", the "physiographic region" and 

n symbiosis". 

The Life Cycle. The concept of the life cycle has been used in re-

gional studies in two weys, viz. 1 as an hypothesis and as a methodological 

tool for analysis. As an hypothesis the concept puts forward the idea 

that regions of the same nature pass through similar stages of developnent.l 

The nomenclature applied to the stages and the dates which arbitrarily 

mark them off vary with different studies, but the fundamental principles 

of typical steps or periods in the history of an area remain the same. 

As a methodological tool the value of the concept lies in its utility 

as a means of synthesizing the several lines of enquiry which a regional 

study necessitates. Having arrived at an approximation of the important 

stages in the life cycle it is possible to show the ~nteraction of the 

various factors in the economy, during each stage. Such are agricultural 

trends, industrial and manufacturing changes, mcxies and methods in trans­

portation, and the like, as related to population phenomena. 

1. cf. Dawson, C.A. "The Settlement of the Peace River Country", Chap. 1. 
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In each stage the typical trends or situations can be studied and 

synthesized to obtain as complete a picture as may be possible. This ob-

vi·ates the labourious and generally unenlightening method of following 

each line of development independently throughout the history. 

A Physiographic Region is an area in which the soil, climate, natural 

resources, and, hence, the basic occupations are of such a unitary character 

that it may be recognized as being distinct from any other region. 1 

Such regional distinctions are made naturally when tenns like "The Corn-

belt", "The Prairies" or "The Cotton Belt" are used in conversation or writ-

ing. They carry with them the notion that the characteristics of these 

different areas are such that one may be distinguished from the others on 

the bases set out above. 

For purposes of ecology it is desirable to show more clearly the reasons 

for considering an area a physiographic one. This necessitates the descrip-

tion of natural boundaries, the character of the soil and climate, and the 

other factors which are unique in the region under consideration. 

Symbiosis. Another concept which has wide application is that of 

symbiosis. The central notion of this concept is that mutual interdepend-

ence between regions, or areas within a region, is a corollary of group living. 

It derives in part from what Durkheim called the "Division of Labour". 2 

Briefly stated, symbiosis implies that no human group or enterprise exists 

in a vacuum, tmaffected by external changes, and utterly self-sufficient. In 

a region, the city is a market for the raw materials of the surrounding area, 

1. of. McKenzie, R.D. "The Scope of Human Ecology", in "Methods in the 
Social Sciences" 1 Rice, S.A. Ed. 

2. Durkhe im, Emile "La Division du Travail". 
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or hinterland, and this hinterland is in turn a market for the manufactured 

goods of the city. Changes in the prosperity or progress of the one affect 

the system of equilibrium that is set up between the two. 

Other ecological ooncepts will come out in the course of the study, but 

it is hoped that these introductory remarks will be enough initiation into 

the ideas and methods of approach. The concepts are part of the frrune of 

reference on which the methodology is based. The accurate exposition of 

this frame of reference is, perhaps, one of the most important parts of the 

effort, for it ensures that others will see the picture with the same focus 

of attention, hence preventing needless criticism and contributing more 

efficiently to knowledge of the subject. 

111. 

Methodology 

The methodology of an approach like the present one is by no means rigid 

or fonnal. Beginning with the elements of spatial configurations which are 

most easily treated graphically, i.e., the mapping of all physical data, 

suCh as topography, natural boundaries, soil, vegetation, location of popula-

tion, lines of communication and the like, the description proceeds to the 

economic and social activities which are modified or limited by these 

characteristics.
1 

Such a theoretical outline implies the presence of 

whatever data are necessary for the study, and the ready availability of 

such material. In theory the data can be taken for granted, but in actual 

1. cf. Rice' s.A. "Methods in the Social Sciences" I Analysis 14. 
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studies the situation is not likely to be so sanguine. 

The present study begins more than a century ago, with the result 

that the collection and verification of data are one of the greatest ob-

stacles to be overcome. Scientific descriptions of the important phases 

of human society have come comparatively recently, but this enquiry begins 

before the com1try was well enough organized to have even records of the 

number of people making up the total population. 

In general the data assembled here have been drawn from three sources: 

1. Census Reports and Year Books. 

2. Reports made at various times and by various persons on special 
features of the Province's activities, as the fisheries, agri­
aulture, etc. • •••• 

3. Histories and descriptions of travel. 

Even if the material provided by such sources were adequate from the 

point of view of volume of information, there still remains the problem of 

accuracy and verification. In general it is impossible to check the 

validity of the earlier data, for the reason that in most cases it is only 

quoted once, and where it is given in more than one place the chances are 

that the original source is the same. 

The early census figures are open to suspicion due to the fact that 

settlers of those times connected census returns with the imposition of 

poll taxes, hence in some cases they were avoided.l On the other hand, 

descriptions and histories almost invariably have a personal bias, which 

has to be taken into consideration when they are used. 

It should also be pointed out that since the region is made up of 

1. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 16. 
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component counties, the data are only available where given by county 

divisions, if for the whole Province they can only be used by way of in­

ference, a serious handicap when the census !Jlaterial became so great that 

larger units were often used. 
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Chapter 2. 

THE! SE.'TTDTG Olt, THE PROBIEM 

1. 

The region under consideration is part of the Province of New Brunswick, 

which is contiguous with three other political are as, the Province of Quebec 

on the north, the State of Maine on the west and the Province of Nova Scotia 

on the south. The Province is partly bounded on the north by the Resti-

gouche River and Bay Chaleur, on the east by the Northumberland Straits and 

the Gulf of the St. Lawrence, and on the south, except for the narrow penin­

sula which joins it to Nova Scotia, by the Bay of Fundy. 

In shape the Province is roughly rectangular, about 210 miles long and 

160 miles wide, with the long axis rurming about north and south. It is 

the largest of the three l.{aritime Provinces, covering an area of 27,985 

square miles. Much of the interior is taken up by the numerous rivers, 

lakes and streams, so that the land area is considerably less than the total 

area. 

There is no thoroughgoing description of soils extant, although soil 

analysis is now being carried forward at the Dominion Experimental Station 

at Fredericton. The best land in the Province lies in are as of two kinds, 

intervales and marshes. Due to floods both of the se types receive natural 

fertilization each year, except where they are dyked, and valuable hay can 

be grown for a small amount of labour .1 

The land best suited for agriculture occurs in "pockets", or small 

areas, scattered throughout the Province. Such land is found largely 

along the coasts and river banks, with land of somewhat inferior fertility 

1. Appendix 1, Source "At', Note 1. 
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lying back of the se are as. 

The north central part of the Province has remained in a natural state 

due to the untillable nature of the up-thrust Laurentian shield. Although 

it is not suited to agrioul ture this portion of New Brunswick is of value 

to the tourist trade, and, where it is accessible, for timber. 

Along the coast of the Bay of Fundy the land is dominated by relatively 

high rocky ridges. Deeply indented by many rivers and streams it has 

sheltered small harbours where fishing and lumbering communities centre. 

Climate. Climatic conditions in New Brunswick also vary widely as be-

tween the different are as of the Province. At some places they resemble 

those of England, while in others those of Southern Ontario. As Table 26 

indicates, the sununer temperature increases as one ascends the St. John 

River, Fredericton having in general a warmer climate than Saint John. 

Counties along the coast, especially those on the Bay of Fundy, are 

visited with many days of' fog during the year, which, in addition to the 

rocky soil, tends to make agriculture an unprofitable occupation. Further 

inland, however, the climate does not appear as a barrier to husbandry. 

It has been pointed out by Smi th
1 

that while the Maritime Provinces 

make up one of the four physiographic regions of Canada, they are naturally 

part of the New England region of the United States. The logic of this 

latter division is apparent both from physical likeness, especially New 

Brunswick to neighbouring Maine and Vennont, and further from the early 

history of the developnent of the 1.1aritimes, before political boundaries 

were so rigid, when activity both economic and social was directed in 

1. Smith, J .R. "North America", 1925. Page 62 et seq. 
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greater proportion towards the American Colonies than to Upper Canada.l 

11. 

The St. John Valley as a Physiographic Region. 

There were three main physical characteristics of the Valley at the 

time of settlement which make it possible to classify it as a physiographic 

region, namely, natural boundaries cutting it off from contiguous areas, 

the internal waterways, and the forests. 

To some extent these characteristics are as much in evidence at the 

present time as they were earlier, but their unifying qualities have been 

lessened with technical advances in means and methods of transportation, 

such as railways and roads. The importance of the water transportation has 

consequently diminished. The forests have been extensively cut or burned 

over, and the timber industry is no longer the dominant feature of regional 

life that it once was. 

In spite of these changes a map of the population distribution of recent 

date shows how the population still is concentrated within the Valley.2 

Also, in a great many cases, the modern lines of conununication have tended 

to parallel the old roads. Railw~s run on both sides of the River, and 

along such tributaries as the Nashwaak and Tobique. 

The tenn "natural boundaries" is, of course, a relative one, and does 

not imply an absolute barrier to mobility, but rather it applies to sections 

of the country where movement is difficult, dangerous or more arduous than 

some other, although longer, route. 

1. Appendix 1, Source "B", Note 7. 

2. Fig. 7, page 77. 
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Thus in the case of' the Valley the boundaries were roughly of two 

main kinds, either barren areas where the absence of human habitation 

discouraged travel, or large indentations of' the sea. 

To the north the boundary was of' the first type. The unpopulated 

Appalachian region, with an elevation of' 500 to 1000 feet, occupies the 

northwest corner of the Province, extending down to the Miramichi River. 
1 

This is the highest range of land in New Brunswick, and while providing 

the waterShed for the principal rivers it was a deterrent to mObility north 

and east of the V alley. 

To the south the boundary was the Bay of Fundy, between New Brunswick 

and Nova Scotia. To the west the scrub! and of what is now north-east Maine 

discouraged settlement, and travel was only accomplished over the militar.y 

road that entered the Valley at Presque Isle. 

Thus the Valley was out off' more or less completely on all sides. The 

gateway to the area was by way of' sea-going vessels through the harbour of 

Saint John and up the River. 

Another feature of' the Valley contributing to its unitary character 

was the system of' inland waterways already spoken of', chief among which 

was the St. John, which runs through each of the counties in the Valley, 

and provides to all of' them a common means of transportation. The import-

anoe of' this feature will be noted later, in the chapter on the "Pattern of' 

Settlement", so that mention of' it in this connection will be sufficient. 

The third physiographic characteristic was the presence of' the forests 

which practically covered the entire surface of' the Province at the beginning 

1. of'. "Canada" D.B.s. 1934, map at page 24 , also Appendix 1, 
Source "A", Note 1. 
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of the settlement period. This item of natural resources was thought at 

first to be inexhaustible, 1 and, although "that has not been the case, for 

a number of decades lumbering was the most remunerative occupation of the 

people. 

The prosecution of this extensive industry by a majority of the popula-

tion was an additional source of solidarity. Practically all of the lumber 

was exported to England, hence the attention of the Region was focused on 

this market, since their prosperity was so closely bound up with its con-

dition. 

These three factors, reinforcing one another, provided a subjective, as 

well as an objective, division of the Region from the rest of New Brunswick, 

from neighbouring New England, and from Upper Canada. This unity tended 

to be broken down to some extent with the extension of settlement between 

Saint John and Moncton, and by railroad canmunication with other areas, but 

during the early decades isolation was relatively forceful. 

For purposes of study the Valley of the St. John has been considered to 

include the seven counties of St. John, Kings, Queens, Sunbury, York, 

Carleton and Victoria. 2 Madawaska would naturally have been included, ex-

oept for the fact that it was settled differently from the rest of the Region, 

its racial majority is, and has been, French, and it has tended to be dominated 

by Quebec rather than Saint John. 

Charlotte County, on the other hand, was directed more towards Maine and 

American ways, by reason of its contiguity to New England, and since it is 

not located on the River there was reason not to include it in the Region. 

1. Appendix 1, Souroe "Ctt, Note 1. 

2. See Fig. 1. 
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While it is true that these coWtties contain areas of land which are 

not properly within the Valley 1 their population has clWlg so closely to 

the rivers that the people may be considered as living within the boWlds 

of the physiographic area. 
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Chapter 3. 

EARLY HISTORY FROM DISCOVERY TO THE ADVENT OF THE .LOYALISTS 

The voyage of Columbus to the New World in 1492 started a wave of ex­

ploration that brought many of the early adventurers to the shores of what 

are now the Marit:ime Provinces. Cartier, Champlain and others came to New 

Brunswick in the Sixteenth Century, and although most of the French settle-

ment was in Nova Scotia there was some in the fonner Province. Such settle-

ments occurred, in general, at the junctions of the n\.Uilerous rivers with the 

sea, where ships could find anchorage and protection. 

Champlain had named the St. John River in 1604, and here at its mouth 

was one of the first of the French settlements, founded by la Tour for the 

exploitation of the fur trade, being more in the nature of a fort to protect 

his interests than anything else. This took place in 1638, and shortly 

after there were about a dozen small villages and forts scattered along the 

shores of the Province. The Indians of the area utilized the waterways in 

their travelling, so that by locating at the meeting of the river and the 

sea the most economic site in the location of a trading post was effected. 

The natives could easily reach such a settlement which, in turn, was access­

ible to ships from the parent country which took the furs back and brought 

trade goods and life necessities. 

Those settlements which were purely for purposes of trade fared better, 

in the main, than did those which were started with a view ·to pennanent 

colonization, for they were better equipped, had more resources behind them 

and ~Nere of more interest to their baekers because they were producing wealth. 

At first the life of these small colonies was extremely difficult. The 

people were unaccustomed to the soil and cl~ate and had to depend to a great 
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extent on what they produced, since the supply ships were an Wlcertain 

~antity. As enterprises, they were often forgotten by the people who 

had sent them out, and since they were endeavouring to get a foothold on 

the land at a time when England and France were at war, the supplies that 

were intended for them often fell into the hands of the English. 

In one way they were more fortunate than the English settlers who came 

after them, for the French were of the Catholic religion, and it was not 

long before the priests who accompanied them were able to interest the 

natives in their religion to such an extent that the settlements were 

mostly free from the danger of Indian raids. 

In this respect the approach of the French to the colonization of the 

New World was superior to that of the English. It would seem that the 

Catholic religion was more forceful and of more interest to the natives 

than the Protestant, and with the untiring work of the priests many of the 

natives were converted and became the allies of the French in the wars that 

were to follow. 

In addition the French Government was so anxious to make friends of 

these people that large bounties were offered to lt1rench subjects who would 

inter-marry with them, and many of them did, thus increasing the existing 

bonds of ~pa.thy. 1 

Politically, the country had been handed back and forth so often between 

the French and English as a result of wars, that most of the time the 

colamizers could not be sure to which nation the territory belonged. 

Finally with the Treaty of Paris in 1763 the English obtained permanent 

possession of North America, or what was then known of it, and the French 

1. Gesner, Albert "New Brunswick" 1847, page 49 et seq. 
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were forced to move their homes to make room for the British troops who 

were disbanded and settled in various parts of the two Provinces. 

The Loyalists 

The American Revolution had two important effects on the Region. In 

the first place it gave an added stimulus to the growing timber enterprises 

because of the necessity of building up the English Navy. More ships were 

needed to transport the troops to the scene of action, naval engagements 

meant loss of ships and repairs, so that the shipbuilding activities in 

England were increased, and, with this, came a corresponding increase in 

the importation of timber from the colony. 

The second result was the addition of a group of Loyalists to the popula-

t . 1 
~on. These people were expelled from their original New England homes 

because of their antipathies to the rebel cause. 

The English Government aided them to move to new locations, principally 

into various parts of the Maritimes and Ontario. In round numbers about 

10 1 000 men, women and children landed at Saint John and St. Anns (now 

Fredericton). 

There were only about 1,800 persons settled in the Valley at that time 

and as the seat of the Colonial Government was then in Halifax, there was a 

great deal of delay and hardship before the new-comers were established. 

Many of them stayed in Saint John, giving that city its initial popula-

tion base, while others spread out along the River. The migration of these 

people was great only in proportion to the small population in the area at 

that time, but since they brought with them the institutions, skills and 

1. Appendix 1, Source "B", Note 1. 
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manners of a more specialized and advanced area, it is only reasonable to 

ascribe to them the credit for opening up and organizing the Region on a 

political and social basis. 

From the time of the Loyalists to the taking of the first Provincial 

census in 1824 there is an absence of recorded history, or descriptions of 

the events and growth of the Region. In the year following the census, 

Peter Fisher wrote his "First History of New Brunswick", and from that time 

forward there is an increasing amount of written material relating to the 

Region and the Province. 
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Chapter 4. 

THE PATTERN OF SETTLEMENT 

In any region there are generally two periods of settlement, the prim­

ary or pioneering stage, and the secondary, or immigrant stage. Just 

when the influx of new-comers changes from pioneers to irrunigrants is a 

difficult question to answer, and one that depends on the particular region. 

The pioneering stage usually is marked by a slow addition of persons of 

marked temperament, the adventurous, restless, ambitious and unadjusted. 

The pioneers open up the region and their success advertises its advantages. 

Following them come the immigrants, usually seeking a higher standard of 

living or relief from some type of persecution. Between the two stages 

there comes to the population already in the region a sense of solidarity 

marked by the drawing together of the population along lines of political 

organization, economic progress and social adjustment, to the stage where 

they become conscious of themselves as a group, and no longer look upon new­

comers as being members, but as outsiders or i:.1r.1igrants. 

If the distinction between these t,vo types of settlers can only be made 

on such subjective grounds it becomes ~ite difficult to analyze the move­

ment of population into the region as being made up of two periods, for 

there are no objective indices showing where the change took place. 

For purposes of analysis it is assumed in the present study that these 

two periods can be separated, not rigidly, but on a broad basis. The 

Loyalists were not pioneers in the strict sense of the word, they did not 

move to seek adventure - they had no other recourse. Actually they followed 

the true pioneers into the region, i.e., the settlers from England, Scotland, 

New England and France, who had been the trail breakers. 
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The great contribution of the Loyalists in the two decades following 

their landing was the organization of the institutional background of the 

Region. New Brunswick became a separate Province in 1784. Political 

and legal machinery was set up, 1 and education and religion were founded. 

Somewhere in this period the change from pioneering to "settling" 

occurred. New-comers are now referred to as "Emigrants" and they are 

being encouraged by advice from those already in the Region, who wish to 

see it more thickly populated. 2 This distinction between the two types 

of the early population is not importa"'lt, except insofar as the types are 

related to, and throw some light on, the pattern of settlement that occurred. 

Of the 71 new settlements that were formed between 1783 and 1819, 62 

were expansions of the older Loyalist, and other native, settlements, and 9 

were formed by groups from England, Scotland and Ireland. 3 Thus expansion 

within the Region was largely of the original peoples up to this date, (1819), 

and for purposes of analysis the year 1819 will be taken as marking the end 

of prima~ or pioneering settlement, and later settlement will be considered 

as second. ary. 

1. 

The Prtmary Pattern of Settlement 

From 1783 to 1820 most of the settlements were made on the banks of the 

St. John River, and to a lesser extent on some of the more important tribu­

taries, notably the K.ennebecasis and Washademoak. 
4 

Figure 2 (page 21 ) 

showing the location of the Loyalist settlements, demonstrates how closely 

1. A ppend.ix 1, Source "F" , Note 6. 
2. cf. Fisher, Peter, op. cit. Appendix 
3. Appendix 2, Table 2. 
4. Appendix 1, Source "B", Note 1 also Source "F••, Note 1. 
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these were connected with the waterways. The expansion that followed 

was limited by the same factor. Many of the 71 settlements which were 

formed before 1820 can still be located close to the water, but this is 

only an indication, as some of these were abandoned or changed names. 

Descriptions of the Region at this time, and for some tme later, fur-

niSh support of this contention. Such publications as those of Fisher and 

Gesner follow the course of the River in describing the settlements that 

were extant, and this method will be found in many others. Ge sner says, 

for example, at page 159: "Still ascending the river, we come to the county 

of York •••• " The reasons for this ooncentration along the River have been 

mentioned earlier, i.eo, transportation, intervale land, and ltunbering. 

Of the use and expediency of the River as a means of transportation 

Baird1 wrote as follows: "Reverting to tow boats as the only means of trans-

porting freight in early times, the mouths of the rivers entering the St. 

John were crossed by the horses, bearing their riders gallantly through the 

deep or rapid water •••• The ordinary mode of transport from Fredericton, 

where all supplies were obtained by the settler, was the canoe." 

The value of the intervale land to the settlers has already been spoken 

of in an earlier chapter, and the fertility of these areas was a strong at-

traction for people to settle near the River, since the intervale land was 

on the banks or on islands in the stream. This distribution was further 

emphasized by the nature of the lumber industry when trees were cut close 

to the banks in order to avoid hauling the logs long distances to the water. 

This method was the rule while the timber remained accessible, and thus both 

banks of the rivers and streams were cleared early and opened up for settlement. 

1. Baird, Wm. "Seventy Years of New Brunswick Life" 1890, Page 18 also 
Appendix 1, Source 11B", Note 3. 
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From the above it is clear that, as far as the pattern of pioneer 

settlement is concerned, it was one of confonnity to the River. 

cases the settlers did not go five miles back from the banks. 

In many 

In the 

sense of ecological distance, the shortest route was a greater distance up 

or down the River than a lesser amount overland. 

The importance of this arrangement of strung-out settlements became 

more obvious in the second stage when other means of transportation began to 

take the place of water travel, or at least to compete with it. 

11. 

The Secondary Period in the Pattern of Settlement 

Although there have been two phases of settlement pattern set out for 

the Region as a whole, these did not occur at the same time in all the 

counties. As has been mentioned earlier Saint John was the gateway to the 

areas farther up the River, and since the direction of settlement was to as­

cend the River, a considerable period of time elapsed before the settlements 

farthest up were established. 

St. Anns (Fredericton), Uaugerville, Oromocto and Gagetown had been 

settled by the Loyalists and others, due to a desire to take advantage of 

the best intervale land, and by removing from the coast into the interior, 

to escape the danger of military attacks. 

By reason of this early start the part of the Region below Fredericton 

was settled, and filled up, earlier than that part above. Thus, St. John, 

Kings, Queens and SWlbury counties show marked differences in the number of 
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settlements between 1783 and 1819, compared with York, Carleton and 

Victoria. The four for.mer counties had about half of their settlements 

established by 1820, while the latter three had less than one-quarter dur-

ing the same period. 1 (The counties of Victoria and Carleton were not out 

off from York until after this time, but the de script ion of the settlement 

origins was made at a later date.) 

The secondary stage of expansion in the upper counties thus appeared 

later in time than for the lower ones. This is indicated to some extent 

by the progress of road construction in the two areas, seen in Figure 4, 

at page 26. However, for purposes of study the period will be treated 

as though the changes took place over the same period of time throughout the 

Region. 

Characteristics of the Secondary Period 

The second phase of the pattern of settlement was marked by an increase 

in the means and methods of transportation, by a changing distribution and 

arrangement of new settlements, as well as by new origins, and by the 

specialization and differentiation of areas within the Region. 

The material necessary to demonstrate the existence of these factors 

comes more from v~ritten descriptions of the times than from statistical or 

graphic data. This may be a shortcoming of the method, but it is due to 

circumstances which are now beyond control. 

Changes in Methods of Communication 

For twenty years after the advent of the Loyalists roa.d-building was 

----·--·---------·--·-· -----· 
1. Appendix 2, Table lo 
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not at all active in the Province or in the Region. 1 Following the War 

of 1812 there was an accelerated effort to provide New Brtmswick with roads 

which would serve as means of military transport in case of future hostili-

ties. By 1850 there were about 1,269 miles of Great Roads in the Province, 

approximately 700 of which were in the Region, as well as several hundred 

miles of Bye Roads, which would be called secondary or country roads today. 

The result of the primary pattern of settlement is apparent in the di-

rection and extent of this new method of transportation. With the exception 

of the Royal Road, which was built to move troops and mail as expeditiously 

as possible, the roads built during this period closely paralleded the old 

water transportation routes, 2 as can be seen from Fig. 4 at page 26. 

In this way the original pattern of settlement was carried over into the 

later I2 riod, amplified by new means of camnWlication. 

One important result of this organization was that penetration into new 

areas was not accomplished to any great extent. A few stretches of country 

were opened up for settlement by the construction of roads, but there was 

no great or striking movement of population coinciding with road progress. 

The tendency was in the direction of integrating existing settlements, and 

providing land routes between Canada and the Provinces. 

Coincident with road-building came another technical advance which added 

to the importance of water transportation, i.e., the perfection of steam 

driven vessels. The first "steamer" appeared on the River in the year 1816,3 

and as late as 1861 the number of persons passing up and down the River was 

60,000 during the summer months.
4 

1. Appendix 1, Source "B", Note 3 also Note 15. 

2. Aprend.ix 1, Source ttF", Note 3. 
3. Appendix 1, ::>ouroe " T" Note 1. ~ , 
4. Appendix 1, Source "H", Note 2. 
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The utility of the roads, for local use, was challenged by the presence 

of the river boats, and the attention of the population was still directed, 

consequently, towards the primary method of transportation. Therefore, it 

would seem logical to assume that the building and repair of land routes 

suffered by the competition with water-borne traffic. 

Distribution of Population 

The pattern of settlement in this secondary stage was marked by a fill-

ing up of the already settled areas, and to a greater extent by location on 

tributaries and lake systems, with some movement back from the original 

settlements, which was largely due to the populating of the better lands by 

the expansion of the first settlements.
1 

This second period of settlement was undertaken to a greater extent by 

~igrants from the British Isles. While the native settlements continued 

to branch out into new areas they did so at a slower rate than marked the 

progress of immigrant settlements. 2 

As was noted earlier most of the settlements of this period took place 

in the upper counties, hence, the growth in the lower counties was more in 

the nature of accretion to those already settled, which would be cause and 

effect of the greater mileage of roads that was noticable in the lower part 

of the Region. 

Coincident with the increasing integration of the southern counties was 

the appearance of towns and villages heading up small areas of agrioul ture 

or lumbering. At various pages Gesner mentions the following as being the 

1. Appendix 1, Source "F", Note 4. 
2. Appendix 2, Table 2. 



centre of such areas. 1 

Town or Village 

Sussex 
Quaco 
Norton 
Springfield 
Kingston 
Gage town 
Canning 
Oromocto 
Woodstock 

Families 

347 
200 
169 
291 
321 
133 
120 ... 
520 

Type of Area 

Agricultural and Lumbering 
Shipbuilding and Fishing 
Agriculture 
do 
do 
Agricultural and Lumbering 
do 
Shipbuilding and Lumbering 
Lumbering and Agriculture 
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The dominant cities began to appear in this period in the roles which 

they were to play throughout the great part of the Region's history. 2 

These were Saint John and Fredericton. The fonner drew tribute from all 

the Region by the passage of persons and comruodities through its harbour. 

As it grew, specialization began to appear in its occupations and industries. 

At 1847 the concentration of industries and special enterprises of the follow-

3 ing nature were noted; iron fonndries, steam and water flour mills, saw 

4 mills with large number of hands employed, river boat companies and a 

canal construction canpany, as well as banks and insurance offices. 

Thus the resultant of the topography and natural resources of the Region 

on the distribution of settlements produced a pattern which has remained 

fundamentally the same ever since. The most striking feature of this 

pattern was the stringing out of settlements along the River and its tribu-

taries. 

This spatial arrangement of the people conditioned the lines of trans-

portation and conununication that superseded the usefulness of the navigable 

waterways, which finally were used almost solely as transportation for the 

1. Appendix 1, Source ~'G", Note 4. 
2. Page 75 et . seq. 
3. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 1. 
4. Appendix 2, Table 7. 
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lumber rafts and for small amounts of agricultural produce. 

Roads and railways of relatively great length were developed to serve 

the more important settlements. After the period of railroad building, 

New Brunswick had more mileage per person than any other Provinoe. 1 

For a great many years following the turn of the Nineteenth Century the 

Region experienced difficulty in becoming integrated by land routes. At 

least twenty years must have passed from the time when railways were first 

mooted till a line was buUt,1 and vehicular roads, as poin~ed out, were a 

long time in developing to an acceptable stage. 

The net result of this situation was the isolation of many areas within 

the Region after they were settled. River boat;s were useful enough as means 

of transporting freight, but mobility of news, ideas and techniques must have 

been relatively small before the advent of the railraods. 2 

1. Appendix 1, Source "F", Note 7. 

2. Appendix 1 1 Source "J", Note 2. 
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Chapter 5. 

GROWTH OF POPULATION m 1l:IE REGION 

1. 

Prior to 1824 statistical descriptions of the numbers of people living 

in the Valley are extremely limited. Under the French regime censuses 

were taken at long intervals, 1 which show the small degree of pennanent 

settlement under French rule. 

It was not until 40 years after the landing of the Loyalists that a 

census was taken by the Provincial Government. Thus the rate of population 

growth during the early history of the Province is largely a matter of in-

ference. 

2 
According to the census of 1824 there were about 40,000 persons living 

in the counties making up the Valley of the St. John River. Just how much 

of this growth is attributable to immigration is not clear, but it is appar-

ent that :immigration was of some importance to population growth, especially 

after the turn of the Nineteenth Century. The table of immigrants, which 

follows at page 39 , shows 7,000 people arriving in New Brunswick at 1819. 

In all probability immigration on a fairly large scale began about this time. 

From 1824 it is possible to follow the growth and changes in population 

structure by statistical description. Figure 6 shows graphically the growth 

of population in the Region for the one hundred years 1831 to 1931. The 

distinction as to rural and urban populations in the graph is a purely arbi­

trary one since the populations included under these headings are those of 

Saint John (which includes Portland up to 1891 when it became part of the 

City) and Frederioton. 

1. Appendix 2, Table 11. 

2. Appendix 2, Table 4. 
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While there are, at the present time, several other urban areas, such 

as Woodstock, Marysville, Devon and Sussex, there are no figures for the 

populations of these towns during the greater part of the Region's history. 1 

For this reason they are not included in the long time table of population, 

since their addition to Saint John and Fredericton at the time when their 

populations became available suggests that they did not attain urban status 

until that date, which would be misleading. 

The outstanding feature of this data is the decline in population be-

tween the years 1881 to 1891, which results might be described as two maxi-

mum populations, one at 1881 and the other at the time of the latest census. 

The first maximum represents a saturation point in population as a re-

sult of the interaction of the attractions of the St. John Region with those 

of other regions. During the decade 1881 to 1891 more people left the St. 

John Valley than were replaced by natural increase or immigration. 

To say, however, that the Region reached a saturation point in population 

by 1881 is misleading in that it does not indicate the slowing up process in 

population growth that preceded the actual maximum. That is, the Region 

did not add to its population at the same rate each year till the maximum 

was reached, rather, at some period prior to 1881 the population began to 

grow less rapidly due to a declining birth rate,2 lessened immigration,3 

4 
and increasing emigration. 

This declining rate in increase is demonstrated in Figure 7, in which 

the percent gain in population for the total, urban and rural popu1ations, 

5 
is shown at each decade. 

1. Appendix 2, Table 6. 
2. Appendix 2, Table 9. 

From 1831 to 1841 the rate of increase was 

3. See Section on Immigratioh, page 38 et seq. 
4. Appendix 1, Source "I", Note 5. 
5. Appendix 2, Table 3. 
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greatest for the hundred years during which re cords are available , but from 

1841 the rates of increase decline until 1881 when they become negative. 

Unfortunately, the data at 1841 are not entirely trustworthy, for rea-

t t 1 . 1 sons se ou ear 1er, and the assumption is that in 1831 the population 

was greater than the census shows, hence the percent increase for this 

period is larger than it actually should be. 

Taking this error into consideration, it is apparent from the rates of 

increase for the two decades 1861 to 1881 that these were periods of much 

slower expansion than those earlier. From this it is possible to infer 

that the decreasing population expansion, leading up to the saturation point, 

had its inception between 1861 and 1871, and probably near the beginning of 

the decade because of the sharp decrease from the preceding ten year increase. 

From 1891 the population as a whole increased slowly for the next 40 

years, but the component counties do not all show a trend in the same direc-

tion. Of these Kings, Queens, Sunbury and Carleton did not reach, up to 

1931, the max:imum of 1881.3 
Moreover, by deducting the population of the 

City of Fredericton from the total of York county it can be shown that the 

postponement of the maximlml until 1931 is due to the inclusion of the city 

in the county figures, thus: 

York County 
Fredericton 

Rural York 

1881 

30,397 
6,218 

24,179 

1931 

32,454 
8,830 

23,624 

All of the rural counties, therefore, with the exception of Victoria 

(St. John county is not predominantly rural), reached a point of maximum 

1. 
2. 

3. 

See Chapter 1, 
For fuller exposition see- "The Maritime Provinces since Confederation", 
Chapter 2, Pages 3-32. 
Appendix 2, Table 3. 
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population by 1881, and had been approachin,s this limit for a period of 

about twenty years previous. 

The two cities in the Region had a declining population during the 

same decade as the rural counties, but they continued to gain in population 

from 1891 to 1931,1 Fredericton registering an increase of 35.8% and Saint 

John 21.~ over the 1891 position. 

11. 

Immigration. 

The most rapid expansion of population in the history of the Region oc-

curred prior to 1861. The main factor influencing the rate of growth was 

immigration, but the greater ratio of births over deaths also had some bear-

ing on this rapid increase. 

The first provi!lcial census was taken at 1824, and two more followed, at 

1834 and 1840, 2 before the present decennial year was established in 1851. 

To make the early records comparable the populations at 1831 and 1841 were 

estimated by arithmetical interpolation. 3 

From 1831 to 1861 the rates of increase at each decade were 52. 7%, 20.5% 

and 29.5% respectively, very much higher than any subsequent rates. Due to 

lack of accurate data it is impossible to assign to either immigration or 

natural increase the exact importance which each played in the population 

expansion of this period. 

Immigration had received attention by the Government since the beginnings 

of Provincial history, but it was not till the years around 1820, when the 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Appendix 2, Table 6 9 

AppeDiix 2, Table 4. 
Appendix 2, Table 3. Note: Arithmetical interpolation was used in this 
estimate as the population showed no sign of increasing by geometric 
progression. 
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potato famines in Ireland began, that any large numbers of new settlers 

appeared in the Province. 

From 1819 immigration commenced on a relatively large s ca.le, but the 

records that remain give only a fragmentary picture of the actual numbers 

who came to the Region or the Province. The data are lacking in two 

essential particulars, in that they do not show how many immigrants 

arrived over the whole period, and of' those recorded it is not shown how 

many definitely remained to settle. 

The following figures, taken from two sources, show what infonnation 

is available on this subject, and indicate roughly the beginning and end 

of the immigration to New Brunswick. 

Numbers of Immigrants Recorded as Arriving in New Brunswick at 
1819 and 1826, and for Fiye Year Periods from 1831 

to 1865. 

Year 

1819 
1826 
1831-35 

NUilber 

7 ,ooo 
3,000 

30,000 

Year 

1841-45 
1846-50 
1851-55 

Ntunber 

26,049 
33,347 
14,376 

Year 

1856-60 
1861-65 

Number 

2,258 
2,656 

Since this data is not considered to be inclusive no attempt has been 

made to estimate the total number of immigrants who arrived during this 

period. At the peak of the inflow, apparently 6,000 persons landed 

annually, but at least half of these only passed through the Province on 
2 

their w~ to the United States. 

1. Data for 1819 to 1845 from Ganong, W.F. op.oit. page 75, and for 
1846 to 1865 from the Journals of the Assembly of New Brunswick, 1867, 
''Report on Trade and Navigation". 

2. cf. Gesner, A. op.cit. page 318. 
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Racial Origins and Background of the Lmmigration 

In any migration of peoples there are two factors entering into the pro­

cess, namely, the "push" from the old country and the "pull" of the new.1 

The presence of either or both of these factors is necessary to overcome 

the inertia of the people, and to get them to give up a settled and accepted 

way of living in exchange for hardships and insecurity. 

The "push" responsible for the innnigration to New Brunswick was the 

series of potato famines and depressed conditions in Ireland, beginning 

about 1820. This set of circumstances made it imperative for the destitute 

peasants to move if they did not wish to starve. 

The effectual "pull" to the new land was, without doubt, the availability 

of cheap passage to the Province via the timber ships that were sailing re-

gularly between the Bri tiah Isles and New Brunswick. Returning with less 

cargo than they took over 1 they offered a comparatively inexpensive method 

of transportation, and this route naturally appealed to those in straightened 

. t 2 c1.rcums ances. 

The predominance of the Irish in the itmnigration to the Region is shown 

by the fact that 77.4% of the immigrant population living in the Region at 

3 1851 was from Ireland. It is of interest to note at this point that the 

immigrant population in the whole Province numbered 40 1 000 at this time. 

Allowing for deaths after landing, this figure indicates that a comparatively 

small proportion of the immigrants during the thirty years preceding could 

have actually settled in the count~. 

The next largest immigrant group to settle in the Region were the English, 

who formed less than loft of the total immigrant population at the same period. 

1. 
2. 

cf. Reynolds L. "The Brit ish Immigrant" , page 5. 
cf. Gesner, A. op. cit. page 372. See also "British Emigration to 
British North America, 1783-1837", Cowan, Helen I. University of 
Toronto Press, 1928, page 18. 
Appendix 2, Table 12. 
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Among all the racial groups mentioned in the table, the people from Scotland 

alone showed a definite predilection for other parts of New Brunswick than 

the Valley. The Region received only forty percent of the Scottish immi­

gration, the majority of which went to the lfi.ramichi, where countrymen had 

been establiShed earlier. In every other case more than 50'fo of the immi-

grants were to be found in the Region. 

Immigrant Concentration 

Another interesting feature of the immigrant situation at this time was 

the concentration of the new-comers in St. John county. According to the 

census 15,804 or 57 .0}& of the immigrants in the Region vvere living in this 

one area. Of these 12 1 872 were Irish, and this latter figure represents 

approx:imately 60'fo of the Irish in the Region. 

one country. 

A heavy concentration for 

The reason for this distribution is understandable on two counts. In 

the first plaoe since the jmmigrants arrived in the country largely in a 

destitute condition, it was reasonable that they were not able to travel much 

farther than the port of entry had they so desired. 

In the seoond. place the great concentration of saw mills and shipbuilding 

yards was in St. John county during this stage. This provided a labour market 

for the Irish workers, who, during their early generations in America had al­

ways been identified with labouring occupations. 

It is further evident from descriptions of the Province at this time that 

the immigrant population was not attracted to fanning, for there· was a great 

deal of agitation on the part of fann owners regarding the high cost of fann 
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1 
labour. Under ordinary conditions a large supply of immi~rant s, 

especially if most of them were very poor, should have depressed labour 

prices in agriculture. Since this was not the case it becomes further 

apparent that a small proportion of the immigrants was attracted to farm 

pursuits. 2 

As far as immigration before 1861 is concerned, two outstanding groups 

of people migrated to the Region, the I.oyalists and the Irish. It appears 

that in both cases the movement was the result of pushes from the old country 

rather than pulls from the new. For the Loyalists, New Brunswick was a 

haven from persecution, and for the Irish from famine. 

As far as the Irish are concerned, immigration gave to the Region a pop-

ulation that was destitute and needed a great deal of assistance in becoming 

established. In sane respects the area acted as a sieve, through which 

passed the more prosperous or adventurous to the United States, while those 

that remained largely appear to have done so from necessity. Certainly 

they were a financial burden for a good many years. 3 

The fact that the majority of the Irish found employment largely as la-

bourers in the towns and cities, provided the Region with a population that 

was relatively unstable, having no strong attachments to the land. When 

emigration from the Region began it was inevitable that this population 

should be highly mobile, and should have easily left the country. 

1. cf. Jolmston, F.W. "Report on the Agricultural Capabilities of New 
Bruilswick", page 54 et se q. 

2. cf. Gesner, A. op.cit. page 372. 

3. Appendix 1, Source ''F", Note 5. 
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Chapter 6. 

THE LIFE CYClE OF THE REGION 

As was pointed out in the section relating to the concepts of human 

ecology, regions experience various stages in the histories of their 

developnent which, taken together, make up the life cycle. These stages 

should correspond to such phenomena as the incidence or decline of major 

economic enterprises, the succession of ethnic elements, or ~antitative 

population changes that occur within the area. 

In general the stages are marked off by dates, indicating the beginning 

and end of the period. It has been indicated that such dates are, however, 

purely arbitrary and should be understood as being only useful tools for 

breaking up the statistical or documenta~ data. 

From the material which has been presented regarding the history, patterns 

of settlement and growth of population in the St. John Valley, it is possible 

to delimit the important at ages in the life cycle of t his Region, as follows. 

The history of New Brunswick up to, and for some time after, the landing 

of the Loyalists, is a story of pioneer settlement with its typical character­

istics, such as isolation, lack of institutions and relatively hazardous 

existence. 

This stage began to disappear with the advent of the secondary pattern 

of settlement (circa 1820), when ~igrants formed new settlements, and im­

proved methods of communication began to integrate the different communities, 

enhancing the extent of social interaction. 

This ttdrawing together" of the population has continued up to the present 

time, but about 1861 a new factor in Regional life was introduced, namely, 

railroads. Construction of this new mode of transportation went on for about 
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forty years, that is, until 1900. The two decades between 1861 and 1881, 

however, witnessed the growth of railway lines which brought the Region 

:into contact with the rest of Canada. They also are the years when emi-

gration from the Region began. Thus the twenty years prior to 1881 made 

up a critical period in the history of the Region. 

From 1881 to 1901 the whole area of the Maritime Provinces underwent 

a notable change in economy as a result of coming into direct competition 

with the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. The entire development of the 

Maritimes prior to the building of railways had been as autonomous units 

looking to England, the United States or the West Indies, rather than to 

the rest of Canada. 1 
, 

The railroads thus ushered in a period of competition between two areas 

which had had, previously, a minimum of contact~ The result of this com-

petition was, as every exponent of Maritime Rights knows, the suboriiination 

of many Maritime enterprises to those of "Upper Canada". 

While this 11 suboriiination11 may have continued up to the present, it is 

perhaps, more scientific to regard the modem period as one of equilibrium 

between the physiographic areas which make up the present totality of Canada. 

In recapitulation, the stages in the life cycle of the St. John Valley 

appear to have been as follows: 

1. Pioneering - From discovery to 1819. 
2. Ineegration - 1820-1881. 
3. Inter-Regional Competition - 1881-1901. 
4. Modem - 1901-Present. 

These stages in the life cycle do not correspond exactly with the 

classifications generally accepted by ecologists. 2 The period of out-post 

1. of. Whi telaw, Wm. "The Maritime a and Canada Before Confederation" 
Toronto, 1934. page 13. ' 

2. See 1 for example, Dawson and Murchie, "The Settlement of the Peace 
River COWltry", Chapter 1. 
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settlements has been considered with that of pioneering due to the fact 

that the data for the early stage of the life cycle is so meagre that it 

could not be described in enough detail by itself. 

The period of inter-regional competition has been included in the 

classification in order to focus attention on this critical stage in the 

development of the Regional organization. As the St. Jolm Valley was 

drawn into social and economic interaction with other regions in Canada 

the regional centralization that took place was subordinated to the in­

vasion and dominance of centres and Quebec and Ontario • 

While it would have been possible to develop the life cycle of the 

Valley within a classification that has been employed in other studies, 

it seemed defensible to digress schematically in order to draw attention 

to the peculiar features in the developnent of the region under considera­

tion. 

Although the modern period is included with the stages of the life 

cycle in the arrangement set out above it is not developed in the narrative 

as the other stages are. The reasons for confining the study to the period 

between first settlement and the growth of inter-regional competition have 

been discussed in page 3 of the Introduction. 

The primary consideration of the thesis is the analysis of the factors 

which came before the modern. period, but which limited and conditioned sub-

sequent development. It has been suggested that the M:aritiroo Provinces as 

a whole have received considerable attention from students and commissions. 

In general trese studies deal with conditions which have had antecedent causal 

factors not, on the whole, considered at the tire. Th e present effort is an 

attempt to describe this causation in relation to natural forces and a natural 

history of develop1nent. 
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Chapter 7. 

THE PIONEERING P.ERIOD. 

1. 

Racial Succession 

The French, as noted earlier, were the true pioneers of the St. John 

Valley, as they were of many other parts of Canada. The early navigators 

such as Champlain and de Monts discovered and mapped parts of the Bay of 

Fundy and the St. John River. Adventurers of the type of la Tour and 

Ch&.nlisay exploited the fur trade and opened up the area so that a few 

Acadian peasants could locate on fertile lands and introduce some sm811 be-

ginnings of a.gricul ture. 

The censuses at 1695 and 17331 are evidence that there were only a very 

few permanently settled persons on the River at this time, but there were 

many French adventurers who came sporadically to the Valley to gather furs 

and fish. The history of these times is almost a list of the enterprises 

led by numerous Seignors, who had varying fortunes in the direction of at­

tempts to either settle or make money in this new land. 

The French, however, did not manage to exclude all other races during 

this period. British and New England companies made visits to _the River, 

and military sorties were frequent. As a result a racial inyasion began 

about 1760, and an English company was fonned at the site of what is now 

Saint John, in 1764. 

With the Treaty of Paris in 1763 the Region was opened up to British 

settlement, but the first advance was made by a party of Americans from 

1. Appendix 2, Table 11. 
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Massachusetts at Maugerville in 1766. 1 
The Acadians gradually withdrew 

into Madawaska county and to the North Shore area, where their descendants 

still are found. 

The advent of the Loyalists completed the invasion, and by 1784 succes-

sion was complete, the origin of the population having changed from French 

to English predominance. 

n. 

Occupational Succession. 

The typical occupation of the French pioneers of the St. John Valley was 

the exploitation of the fur trade. This was a matter of bartering with the 

Indians who paddled down the River with loads of skins which they exchanged 

for goods of Europe an origin. 

The main interest of the exploiters was to make money and ~turn home. 

As in most pioneer regions fortunes were made and lost quickly. 

2 
hazardous, and law was largely a matter of personal supremacy. 

Life was 

The French govenunent, however, realized the value of retaining possession 

of the new land, and attempts vrere made to settle the Valley, along with other 

parts of the Maritimes, but the agricultural pioneers were never very numerous 

during this period, as was indicated by the censuses, and they Viere over-

shadowed by those engaging in court intrigues and jealous rivalry with their 

compatriots. 

These first attempts at settled agriculture were important in that they 

opened up lands for the settlers who came in the next period, and they showed 

that agriculture was a feasible project under these unfamiliar circumstances. 

1. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 11. 
2. cf. The story of Charles la Tour in "Canada and Its Provinces", 

volume 13, page 39 et se q. 
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The eaz:liest English settlements were made on sites where the Acadians 

had broken the sod. 

Thus, the settlements prior to 1783 evidently were founded on such mixed 

occupations as trading, trapping and agriculture. After 1783 the dominance 

which agriculture might have assumed was minimized by two factors. In the 

first place the Loyalist men were not all agriculturists, many of them were 

artisans or had been engaged in commerce in their fonner homes. Thus tilling 

the soil was not a task for which they cared or were fitted. 

In the second place lumbering began to assume a commercial importance 

which grew rapidly until it overshadovred all other fonns of commercial enter-

prise. It was started by "masting" activities, that is, cutting and prepar-

ing masts and spars for sailing ships. For this purpose the prevalent white 

pine was particularly suited. 

This pursuit was given great impetus by the various wars that England en-

gaged in after 1783 and by the embargo on Baltic lumber during the Napoleonic 

war. The Mother Country was forced to draw heavily on the new colonies to 

keep her Navy in fighting condition and a profitable trade was established in 

the St. John Valley. 

Further occupational specialization began with the building of sailing 

ships. A start had been made in this respect prior to the arrival of the 

Loyalists, but after 1783 many small ships were built at Saint John and, to 

a lesser extent, at other places on the River.
1 

Lumbering and shipbuilding we~ both dependent on the forest resources 

of the Region, and the market for such products. While these held out the 

two related industries dominated the conunerce of the Valley by their own 

1. Appendix 1, Source "D", Note 1. 
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importance as well as that of secondary industries which were dependent on 

them. 

In the case of the St. John Valley, therefore, agriculture was not the 

only important enterprise. While the latter is generally the factor re-

sponsible for scattering and isolating settlements, lumbering, by the nature 

of its activities, causes a like effect. Hence in the present cases this 

particular period of developnent was influenced nearly as much by lumbering 

as it was by agr:iicul ture. 

111. 

Isolation. 

During this period of development the Region was isolated both internally 

and externally. Within its own boundaries the River was a saving factor as 

far as commwri.cation was concerned. In summer and winter the inland water-

ways served as the only means of transportation. Even so, travel was slow 

and precarious between the settlements that had been laid out over such a 

long distance. 

The Loyalists Regiments had been located as units extending far up the 

River, so that they would give security to the existing settlements. 1 
While 

this plan was of value to military strategy, it was not viewed very favourably 

by the men themselves, who did not like the idea of being so far removed from 

the 
2 

sea. In some cases this antagonism was so strong that settlement did 

not take place as planned, and the upper reaches of the River did not receive 

all the population that was apportioned to it. 

1. Appendix 1, Source "B", Note 11. 
2. Appendix 1, Source "B'•, Note 12. 



(50) 

The lack of communication resulting from this patter.n of settlement was 

observed early, for, immediately after they settled, the Loyalists began an 

agitation for road building. The provision of adequate facilities was handi-

capped, however, by the fact that there were so few people scattered over such 

an extensive area, whose primary effort had to be directed to the acquisition 

of subsistence~ 1 

Thus, as far as the ease and efficiency of settlement was concerned, the 

advent of the Loyalists was not an unmixed blessing. Had their arrival been 

more in the nature of a slow infiltration over a period of years, the develop-

ment of the Region might have been sounder and more rapid for the first two 

or three decades. A slow expansion, in all probability, would have enabled 

organization to have kept pace with population, and the burden of providing 

the basic institutions would not have been so imperative. 

~xternal Isolation 

The difficulties resulting from external isolation were typified by the 

almost immediate construction of New Brunswick as a province separate from 

Nova Scotia. This was necessary because of the limitations and delay im-

posed on the aiministration of affairs while the seat of the government was 

t 'f 2 a Hal~ ax. 

The actual physical distance of this city from the new province is, of 

course, the same now as when the Loyalists landed. However, in tenns of 

days of travel necessary for communication between the two, the social dis­

tance has been lessened tenfold by modern techniques. 

In the same way Moncton was farther away from Saint John than Woodstock, 

1. Appendix 1, Source "B", Note 1. 
2. Appendix 1, Source t'B", Note 13. 
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for there was no road connection then, although coastwise vessels soon es-

tablished a contact based on oommerce. Quebec was eight days travel from 

the most remote settlements up the River, and the journey could only be made 

by persons of a hardy and adventurous spirit.1 

In view of the above it would seem that the kind of isolation typical of 

this period of isolated settlements in the Region was different in degree 

but not in kind from that of any similar area. Under ordinary conditions 

of settlement a relatively small number of far.msteads are found at first, 

and they are in consequence almost completely isolated. These have, how-

ever, been established by pioneers who came prepared for such a situation. 

As more settlers appear the barriers of space begin to recede in importance 

and contacts are more numerous. Thus, each small advance facilitates the 

progress of those who follow, and social organization grows with the popula-

tion. 

In the case of the Valley the advantages of this slow penetration were 

lost to some extent by the necessity of settling such a large nunber of 

people in a very short time. The result was a long period of retarded com-

munication after settlement was established. 

rv. 

Institutions 

Among the indices of social development is the institutional complement. 

In well organized communities this complement is complete, that is, there 

are well defined specializations in occupations, religion, recreation, 

medicine and mutual aid. 

1. Appendix 1, Source "B", Note B. 
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During the pioneer period the majority of these are absent and the 

remainder are not in an advanced stage of specialization. In New Brunswick 

a start was made by the Loyalists in the development of those institutions 

most necessary for social adjustment, sudh as, political aaministration and 

1 law. Others, however, lagged behind due to the difficulties imposed by 

isolation and poverty. 

~hief among these was the lack of schools and adequate training for the 

young. This was considered so serious that many of the Loyalists moved 

back to New England, after some of the antagonism against them had died down, 

in order that their children should receive an education. 
2 

Religious institutions got an early start in the Valley 1 and their pres-

enoe is well marked in chronicles of the times. The original French pioneers 

had been accompanied by Catholic priests. The Loyalists, who succeeded the 

French, brought with them the Church of England, and the service of this in-

stitution spread through all the settlements from the very beginning of the 

Period. 

Of' other types of institutions there is no definite record during this 

period. Agricultural pursuits kept the people scattered, except in the 

vicinity of' Saint John, and these 1 with lumbering, vere the main types of 

commercial enterprise. 

Thus the institutional oomplement was in a rudimentary state during 

most of' this period, but the basis for its expansion had been laid, and 

within the next forty years the Region developed a full category of institu-

tions during the period of integration. 

1. Appendix 1, Source "F" , Note 6. 
2. Appendix 1, Source ''B", Note 16. 
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THE ffiRIOD OF INTIDRATICN 
1819 to 1861 

Increasing Hobili ty and Social Otganization 

(53) 

The period of pioneering and of isolated settlements was succeeded by 

an era of expanding population, due to immigration, increasing communica-

tion and advancing specialization in industry and manufacturing. During 

this period the isolation characteristic of the earlier period gave way be-

fore the growth of new methods of transportation and greater mobility of 

goods and persons. 

The purely extractive, or primary, nature of economic enterprises was 

displaced by the growing importance of secondary industries, and by trade 

and commerce. While this development did not reach the level that it did 

in Ontario and Quebec, it grew sufficiently to be characteristic of this 

particular stage in the life cycle of the Region. 

These changes lessened the confiDing influence of the physical boundar-

ies which had formerly restrained interaction within the bounds of the 

physiographic region. Increasing mobility tended to define the Region on 

the basis of the limits of interaction resulting from trade and commerce, 

rather than those of topography and natural resources. 

While the pattern of settlement in the Region continued to follow 

closely the original arrangement of the earlier period, the direction of 

the interests and pursuits of the people were changed and enlarged. 

During this period the Region made more rapid strides in progress and 

growth, in all probability, than it has since. The main economic enterprise 
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of lumbering, that had been started in the period of pioneering, became 

diversified, and many secondary and related industries were evolved. Ship­

building brought recognition to the area around Saint John in world markets, 

but emphasis and reliance on lumber and its products limited the direction 

and rate of advance after 1819. 

11. 

TRENDS IN COMMUNICATION 

Road Building 

For a quarter of a century after the landing of the Loyalists, as was 

described during the secondary pattern of settlement, the availability of 

road communication was practically negligible. The construction of Great 

Roads received an impetus by reason of the War of 1812, when work was con-

oentrated on the Royal Road joining Canada with the sea. The completion 

of this higpway was necessary for military strategy, but after the War atten-

tion was turned to other routes, and from this time the construction of roads 

progressed steadily throughout the Region and the Province. 1 

By 1850 there were 1 1 269 miles of Great Roads in New Brunswick, about 

695 miles of which were in the seven counties making up the Region. 2 At 

1866 the mileage for the Province had increased to 2,239 miles, while that 

for the Region had grown to approximately 963.
3 

The most important feature of these roads was the fact that they were 

built to join towns or settlements, and thus followed, to a great extent, the 

4 
waterways and the early pattern of settlement. It has been pointed out in 

1. Appendix 1, Source "F", Note 2. 
2. Appendix 1, Source "I", Note 2. . 
3. Journals of the Assembly of New BrunsWl.ck, 1867, ttReport of Public Works" 

page 68. 
4. Appendix 1, Source "F", Note 3. See also Figure 4. page 26 • 
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the Chapter on the Pattern of Settlement that the distribution of popula-

tion changed very little until 1861. The rivers and navigable streaa~s 

continued to fonn the basic pattern arranging the population in the Valley 1 

and the advent of roads did little to revise this pattern. The function 

of roads at this time was not the penetration and opening up new land. They 

contributed to the integration of the Region by enhancing water-borne trans­

portation. 

In addition to knitting together the different parts of the area, road 

building, during this period, broke down the isolation imposed on the Valley 

by reason of its physiographic boundaries. 

The road connecting Saint John with Monoton and Nova Sootia had been 

laid out prior to 1812, and was improved as part of the Royal Road. A new 

road to St. Andrews was built after 1827 from Saint John, and the North Shore 

was put in communication with the St. John River at Frederioton by a road 

which followed the Nashwaak and the Miramiohi about 1819.1 

As a result of these advances the St. John Valley was brought into con-

tact with the other regions of the Province. There is no statistical des-

cription of the amount of travel and communication which roads carried, but 

their presence alone indicates that interaction between the different areas 

of New Brunswick was beooming more intense. 

Along with the appearance of "Great Roads" came "Bye Roads" or secondary 

roads. These were built between settlements or penetrated to new areas. 

In the main, especially after 1850, they were built by settlers in ~turn 

for grants of land. On the performance of sixty dollars worth of road work 

and on paynm t of a three dollar fee the settler procured a deed to the land. 

1. of. Ganong, W.F. op. oit. page 89. 
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It appears, however, that a great many of the settlers did not fulfill the 

terms under these conditions. The availability of water transportation, 

and the cash derived from lumber sales, enabled them to buy land rather than 

work the grant out. 1 

Water Transportation 

One of the important reasons why the growth of roads did not bring any 

great changes to the Region, either in population arrangement or economic 

enterprises, was due to the appearance of 3tea::1 vessels on the River early 

in the Period. By reason of "river steamerstt water transportation continued 

to compete on more than even tenns with roads, which tended to be subsidiary 

to this elementary route. 

The first vessel propelled by steam on the St. John River appeared in 

2 
1816. Others followed rapidly and a daily service between Saint John and 

Fredericton was established while the River was open in the stnruner. 3 

By 1861 six steamers were plying between Fredericton and Saint John, 
4 

carrying an estimated total of 60,000 persons during the summer months. 

At 1866 the steamboat inspector at Saint John reported on the condition of 

10 vessels engaged in traffic on the St. John and its tributaries. 5 

Steam vessels could make the roWld trip from Saint John to Fredericton 

6 
in less than a day, and, from descriptions, the journey was very comfortable. 

The speed and ease of such a trip no doubt offered a premium to travellers 

over the slower and more arduous stage coach travel. 

1. For a description of the road building system, and the results of "Labour 
Purchase" of land, see Journals of the Assembly of New Brunswick, 1867, 
"Report on Public Works", page 9, et seq. 

2. Appendix 1, Souroe "J 11
, Note 1. 

3. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 7. 
4. Appendix 1, Source "H", Note 2. 
5. J oumals of the Assembly of New Brunswick, 1867, "Report of Steam Boat 

Inspection". 
6. Baird, Wm. op.cit. page 48 et seq. 
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T\le transportation of freight by water was, of course, much more 

economical than by land. For these reasqns it is easy to understand how 

the River continued to dominate transportation in spite of the increase in 

the availability of land routes. 

Water transportation beyond the boundaries of the Valley also became 

increasingly important. Saint John carried on trade with Moncton, St. 

Andrews1 and parts of the North Shore of Nova Scotia ~ within the Bay of 

Fundy. Sailing ships from the British Isles, West Indies and the United 

States carried the products of the Region into a world market, and themselves 

fonned a great part of the export trade. 

Thus, during this period, the St. John Valley was predominantly organized 

along maritime lines, and there is no doubt but that the population was 

conscious of the importance of water transportation in their economy. The 

basic commercial enterprises were dependent on these physical features of the 

area. 

It should be noted at this time that methods for the communication of 

ideas also appeared and multiplied in scope during this era. Up until the 

time of Responsible Government the postal service had been in the hands of 

the British authority. When post offices were taken over by the Provincial 

Government a certain amoWlt of maladjustment and difficulty with administra-

tion followed, and postal service and rates were a sore spot in provincial 

affairs for a good many years. The communication which letters and papers 

provided was established, however, even though it passed through as trouble-

some a period as did road building. 

The use of telegraph lines apparently encountered little difficulty in 

1. Ganong, W.F'. op. cit. page 90. 
2. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 2. 
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becoming established. This was due, in some measure, to the driving force 

of .American capital. Interests in the United .=:,tates desired conununication 

with the British Isles, and as parts of the Maritimes, .notably Ha+ifa.x and 

Cape Breton Island, were stepping stones on the threshold of the Atlantic, 

the growth of telegraphy was fairly rapid. 1 

By 1847 Saint John was in COIDlnunication with the American centres of 

Boston and New York. Five years later Saint John had lines connecting it 

with several points in New Brunswick, viz., Chatham, Richibucto, Moncton, 

Dorchester, Woodstock and St. Andrews, as vvell as Halifax, Digby, Annapolis 

and Windsor. 

In this fashion the boundaries of the physiographic region were further 

overcome, and the mobility of ideas was in many directions, where fonnerly 

it had been limited largely north and south along the River. 

111. 

lliSTITUTIONAL DEVELOR1ENT 

Coincident with the increasing interaction, as a result of improvement 

in techniques of co1wnunication, and rising levels of living, the institutional 

services of the pioneering period? were implemented to a considerable extent 

during the second stage of the Region's life cycle. The advantages of edu-

cation and religion were made available to a large proportion of the popula-

t t . . b 3 
tion, and specialized services began o func 1.on m ur an areas. In addi-

tion, a group of Wlique institutions, immigrant societies, were a character-

istic feature of this era not present in any of the others. 

1. of. Whitelaw, Wm. op. cit. page 96. 

2. Page 50 supra. d h ital in Saint John and 
3. Notably commercial institutions an osp s 

Frederioton. 
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Education1 

The difficulties which the Loyalists felt in regard to education were 

not easily· overcome even with the advances in material prosperity after the 

turn of the Nineteenth Century. The major obstacles were the isolation 

and the conflict based on sectarianism.
2 

Although the Province early had 

a reputation for illiter~,3 
it was not until 1847 that a thorough system 

was set up for the administration, examination and control of schools in 

the Province. 

Prior to this the educational "system" was a conglomeration of individual 

instruction, private schools, govenunent aided grammar schools in each county 

and Madras schools. These latter practioed a method whereby the older pupils 

instructed the younger, hence only one actual teacher or "usher" was employed. 

The influence of this type of teaching was widespread in the Province for 

many decades. 

Table 30 of Appendix 2 sets out some data with respect to the growth of 

schools for the decades 1851, 1861 and 1871. While the number of schools 

only increased fran 423 to 486 during this 20 year period, the enrolment 

shows a much greater increase. The actual average attendance is only avail-

able at 1871, but it indicates that just about 50}b of the total register was 

in attendance. However, the Act of 1847 was evidently of value insofar as 

the numbers of pupils attending school is concerned. 

It was not until 1871 that free, non-sectarian schools were established. 

This mile stone of educational progress was passed after a good many years 

of sectarian and political strife. Finally the principle, that all should 

bear the costs of education, was established, and the advance of educational 

institutions has gone forward satisfactorily since that time. 

1. S 
• "The H1.· story of Education in New Brunswick" in "Canada and Its 

ources. ·t · Pro · · c · " 1 14 page 11 et seq. "The MarJ. :une vmces smce on-Provmces vo • , 
federation" pages 135-136. 
cf. Gesner, A. op. cit. 324. 
Ibid. page 322. 
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Religion 

The increase in the number of churches in the Region is shown from 

1840 to 1861, in Table 25 of Appendix 2. Based on the Loyalist migration 

the dominant denomination was that of the Church of England. 
1 

Other de-

nominations included Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian and Baptist. Of the 

followers of this last denomination Gesner says2 "(they are) in general an 

orderly class of Christians". 

The activities of the Church were so varied as to take in many of the 

institutional services of the present time. Education and mutual aid were 

appended to the customary religious duties of the different denominations. 

Such efforts were hampered, however, by the diffused distribution of the 

population, 3 but the function of the Church was dispersed through all the 

settlements in spite of the difficulties which the spatial arrangement of 

the people entailed. 

Immigrant Societies 

Characteristic of this period, of which immigration was a feature, were 

mutual aid institutions formed for the purpose of aiding the destitute 

settlers who arrived from the British Isles.4 The load which these placed 

on the resources of the government was too great for it to carry 1 and part 

of the strain was taken up by these societies. 

Each association bore the name of one of three patron Saints, either 

St. George 1 St. Andrew or St. Patrick. Thus the national orientation of 

each group was proclaimed to all, and immigrants from England, Ireland or 

Scotland knew where to apply for aid. 

1. d •• Gesner1 A. op. cit. page 318 et seq. 
2. Ibid, page 321. 
3. Ibid. 1 page 319. 
4. See page 42 supra. 
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While these soeieties pe·rf'onned a very useful function during the time 

when immigration to New Brunswick was relatively great, their existence was 

limited. When the tide of settlers diminished their utility passed and 

they disappeared fran the Regional scene. 



Chapter 9. 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC BACKGROUND 
DURING THE PERIOD OF INTEGRATION. 

1. 

Political Organization. 

(62) 

Although the Loyalists had brought with them the principles of, and be-

lief in self-government, it was many years before the will of the people 

became actually the instrument of authority in the administration of the 

Province. The Family Compact dominated the affairs of New Brunswick, as 

well as the Canadas and Nova Scotia, until 1854. 

The agitation for responsible government began in 1840, but fourteen 

years elapsed before its aims were successful. The progress in political 

refonn was impeded by the general lack of conununication, which made any 

concensus of the whole population almost impossible, and further by the 

increasing bifurcation of the Province as a result of the appearance of 

social barriers that began to replace the physical ones of the pioneering 

1 
period. 

The Acadian French population of the North Shore region had grown slowly 

until this area had become largely French speaking and Catholic. 
2 

In can-

parison with the British races of the Province the French group has grown 

steadily until the present. 3 Although there has been some immigration from 

neighbouring Quebec this growth has been the result of a higher comparative 

1. See Introduction, page 1. 
2. According to the Census of 1840 forty percent of the Churches in the 

four counties of Kent, Northumberland, Gloucester and Restigouche were 
Roman Catholic, while they fonned loft of those in the Region. 

3. "In 1881 seventeen percent of the population were of French origin •••• 
In 1921 the percentage of French had risen above 31, and that of the 
Bri tiah had shown a corre spond.ing decline". "The Maritime· Provinces 
since Confederation". D.B.S. page 22. 
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fertility as well as less emigration. 1 

The gradual development of this group along the northern and eastern 

coasts of the Province served to replace the spatial distance between the 

-two areas with social distance based on differences in language, race and 

religion. This divergence, in the nature of things, was a factor in the 

political arena and gave to New Brunswick a situation akin to that of 

Ontario and Quebec.2 At the present time public offices of importance are 

apportioned on a pro rata basis to representatives of the two racial groups. 

If New Brunswick did not present a single and unified front during its 

history the same is also true of the political activities of the three lia.ri-

time Provinces. Professor Whitelaw speaks of "early particularism" in des-

cribing the relations of these areas before Confederation,~ referring to 

this fact of the divergence of aims and interests that was so apparent during 

the first half of the Nineteenth Century. 

At the present time the pervasive question of Maritime Rights appears to 

Wlite these provinces against the rest of Canada. However, from the time 

that New Brunswick became a separate Province Wlt il 1867 this pooling of in-

terests was not a characteristic of the eastern provinces. For many decades, 

of course, each Province was, to some extent, an autonomous unit, although 

the source of authority was actually the British Colonial Office. Each 

Province had its own tariff regulations and trade between them was conducted 

on the same basis as, for example, that of Canada and the United States today. 

At least two of the Provinces, New Bnmswick and Nova Scotia, were competing 

for the same market in lumber and ships. Saint John and Halifax, the re-

spective centres of douinance, were both striving to become entrepots of the 

1. 
2. 
:3. 

Ibid., page 22. 
cf. Whitelaw, Wm. op.cit. page 26. 
Ibid. Chapter ~, pages 7 and 8. 
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same domestic areas, and also to capture the lion's share of the trans­

portation which their strategic positions on the Atlantic made possible. 

Strangely enough, at Confederation these differences were submerged in 

the common desire to effect rail oonnection with the Canadas. Prince 

Edward Island, which was a competitor of neither, asstuned the role of out­

sider, and consistently was opposed to measures which the four other Pro­

vinces advocated. 

This aligrunent of forces resulted from the fact that the Island was 

not impressed by the advantages of either union or an Intercolonial rail-

way. Its separate existence had twice been submerged as a result of being 

appended, politically, to Nova Scotia. This blow to gubernatorial pride· 

had made the Island population detennined to keep their individual existence. 

Any expansion of the spheres of influence of the other two Provinces threaten­

ed their autonomy and was a potential threat to island individuality. 

This attitude was intensified by the fact that the Island had been op­

pressed by a century of absentee ownership which locked up its land and what 

timber it possessed. Small in area, population and resources, its political 

inferiority tended to be over compensated by aggressiveness. 

In brief, the foregoing is descriptive of the political background of the 

Region during the period of integration, as well as the relationships that 

were outstanding among the l.{aritime Provinces. Viewed from the vantage 

point of the present the important feature is the discreteness of these 

areas which are now thought of as a single unit. 

11. 

Economic Background 

While, in general, the first six or seven decades of the Nineteenth 
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Century were prosperous ones for each of the Maritime Provinces, their 

econanic progress was not entirely smooth and untroubled. Depressions 

in the lumbering and shipbuilding occupations occurred at intervals, and 

these had an unsettling effect on the Whole economy. 1 The speculative 

nature of these basic enterprises, due to the instability of the British 

market, made expansion precarious, and this was the era of Maritime expansion. 

In spite of these setbacks markets for the staple connnodities of the 

Region were established in other countires besides England. The British 

West Indies became importers of fish and lumber products, notably sugar box 

shooks, and Reciprocity with the United States between 1854 and 1866 pro-

vided an important outlet for primary products. 

By the middle of the Century the policy with regard to foreign trade had 

become well established. The great bulk of the exports went to the United 

Kingdom, and rather more than half the imports came from the United States. 

In line with all other relationships between the Region and the Canadas 

2 
there was a very small degree of interprovincial trade. 

As between the different Maritime Provinces this same situation obta:ined. 

Although inter-provincial tariffs were somewhat of a hindrance to the ex-

3 change of goods, the cogent reason was the similarity of exportable sur-

pluses, i.e., ships, lumber and fish. The Region bought and sold on world 

markets to a greater degree than it has since. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

"The changes of duty on the Baltic timber, and the high prices given in 
Great Britain, in 1824, gave rise to great speculations. The market 
was soon over-loaded with Colonial ships and timber. The result was, 
that the price of wood fell one-half, many persons were :ruined, and the 
most cautious merchants sustained severelosses." G·esr..er, op.oit. pe.ge 300 

Appendix 2, !fable 1q. 
Geaner., A. op.cit. page 310 
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Chapter 10. 

ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES DURING THE PERIOD OF INTEGRATION. 

It has been suggested in earlier chapters that the characteristic fea-

ture of the Regional economy durin6 this stage was the symbiotic relation-

snip between the dominant industri~s, and the relation of these to the 

physical features and re sources of the V alley. 

There are two ways in which an industry may dominate an area. It may 

contribute the greatest proportion of actual wealth to the total production, 

or, by capturing the interest and imagination of the people, it may seem to 

diminish the importance of other ld.nds of enterprise. 

In the Region both of these conditions existed side by side. The pro-

ducts of the forest made the greatest contribution to total wealth, but the 

romance of maritime adventure and the prestige of world reputation in ships 

and sailing directed the awareness of the great bulk of the population to-

wards shipbuilding and sea-faring. 

1 
The evidence for the first statement comes from documentary sources, 

and also from a canparison of the actual production as reflected in exports. 
2 

Unfortunately there is no data to show exports from the Region apart from 

those of the Province, but it is safe to assume that the .f'onner would have 

actually shown a greater percentage of wood products in total exports than 

is shown in the total for New Brunswick. 
3 

More than fifty percent of the Region's exports were products of the 

forest. Next in importance appears ship products, the two making up more 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Appendix 1, Source "I", Note 3 and Source "D", Note 3. 

Appendix 2, Table 1 '1. 
The lumber industry of the Miramichi Valley did not reach, due partly 
to the fire of 1825, its present importance until after the decline 

of lumbering in the St. John Valley. 
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than seventy five percent of the total. It should be pointed out here 

that not all of the New Brunswick ships actually sold in other countries 

were included in the export figures. Thus this group was more important 

than appears. 

The evidence for the assumption that shipbuilding captured the imagina-

tion of the Region, or more factually that of the southern counties, is to 

be fotind in the literature associated, in the past and present, with this 

activity. Poets and historians have preserved, and to some extent expanded, 

the attitudes and wishes of a people that was all too aware ar ships and sail-

ing.l Activities connected with the sea made the greatest imaginative ap-

peal, but lumbering was the backbone of the economy. 

The relationship between these two industries is so direct as to need 

little description. 2 Shipbuilding, while processing the forest products, 

added more to the value of the raw material than did lumbering and attracted 

to it more secondary industries. The two were, however, related in the 

time of their beginnings, the resources which they utilized, and the era and 

causes of their decline. 

A further symbiotic situation obtained between lumbering and agriculture. 

Here, as indicated earlier (page 25 ) , the relationship was threefold. In 

the first place the lumber crumps afforded a market for agricultural produce, 

especially hay.
3 In the second place lumbering operations, preceding settle-

ment, cleared land for the farmers, saving them some labour. 
4 Lastly, the 

occupations of lumbering and fanning were far from being mutually exclusive. 

Rather, it appears that the great majority of fanners had lumber as their cash 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

See e.g., Bliss Cannan, Venerable Archdeacon H.A. Cody and F.W. Wallace. 
Appendix 1, Source "L" ~ Note 1. 
"Hay for their (Lumbennen's) teams, is procured from the nearest settle-
ments". Gesner, A. op.cit. page 295. 
Appendix 1, Source "G" , Note B. 
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crop, which they cut during the winter and readily disposed of in the spring. 1 

So important was this commodity that many settlers took advantage of it 

to an abnonnal extent. They cropped the timber from virgin land on which 

they had squatted, and then moved on to a new location, when all the avail­

able wood was cut on the first. 2 

Thus, lumbering and agriculture were bound together by contiguity, mutual 

markets and the same personnel. During the years when the forests were 

apparently not depletable3 this arrangement was a prosperous one. When 

finally the exhaustion of pine was recognized as being possible it was too 

late to prevent the danger resulting from the symbiosis of these basic enter-

prises. 

1. 

Succession in the Lumbering Indust~ 

During the pioneering period the provision of masts and spars for the 

British navy marked the origin of the lumber industry of the Region. For 

this purpose the tall white pine was the only tree used, and the exploitation 

of such a concentrated resource came early. 

In the exports from Saint John squared timber appeared as the next im-

portant forest product. The advantage of the numerous waterfalls on the 

st. John system was cpickly seen and water driven mills were located at the 

mouths of the major tributaries and at Saint John. 

Table 18 of Appendix 2 shows that both masts and squared timber were dis-

appearing from the forest economy by 1820. These were succeeded by wood 

1. Appendix 1, Source "B" 1 Note 4; Source "Dn, Note 3; Source "K", Note 3. 
2. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 9. 
3. Appendix 1, Source ncn, Note 1. 
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products which were processed to some extent where they were cut. This 

change was dictated by several factors. In the first place the introduction 

of steam power to sawing enabled a mill to be set up where the lumber was 

most abundant, so that operations could now be conducted back from the banks 

of the River. In the second place it was cheaper to transport the partly 

1 
finished product, which was also better preserved. 

In this way shingles, planks, boards, deals and box shooks gradually re-

placed the products of earlier decades. One result of this change was the 

growing importance of saw mills, which soon became located at all the stra-

tegic locations in the Region. The expansion of mills occurred in two 

stages. First by an increase in the numbers, 2 and later by specialization 

and increasing personnel, 3 as larger single units showed greater retuxns. 

The largest number of mills was recorded at 1861, and the greatest 

specialization, as shown in the average number of emp~oyees, at 190lo It 

should be pointed out here, however, that the last statement may not be quite 

correct. Due to changes in the method of census enumeration statistics re-

lating to saw mills are not canparable after 1891. From· 1901 an increasing 

number of plants producing wood pulp are included with the older type of saw 

mills. 

The contribution of the Valley forest to the saw milling industry began 

to decline between 1871 and 1881, and the lumber indust~ started its swing 

to the production of pulp wood. The importation of timber and lumber for 

certain domestic requirements also dates from about this time. In modern 

1. "Mills for the manufacture of timber have greatly multiplied within the 
last few years. The removal of the exterior part of the logs, by saq, 
is favourable to the preservation of the wood and by it a great saving 
is effected in the freight." Gesner, A. op. cit. page 298 

2. Appendix 2 1 Table 8. 
3. Appendix 2 1 Table 7. 
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times the Ifiramichi area surpasses the Region in the value of wood products, 

based on the production of wood pulp. Forest products of many kinds are 

still part of the economy of the Valley, but it is difficult to iso~ate 

their value in contemporary estimates of production, and it is certain that 

this industry is no longer the dominant one that it was during the greater 

part of the Nineteenth Century. 

It is of interest to note that lumbering, like shipbuilding, was acoom­

panied by certain social phenomena which drew the attention of most contem­

porary historians. From their records it appears that criticism was directed 

at the men engaged in this occupation because of the intemperate and conven­

tion free lives they led. 

As in the case of all exploitive enterprises lumbering necessitated the 

segregation of men away from the civilizing influence of women and children. 

In the camps rum and fighting provided the only relaxations. After the 

spring driving was over the woodsmen went to town, and, in characteristic 

fashion spent their pay in making up for the things they missed during the 

winter. 

To their contemporaries these men were a source of irritation and armoy-

ance because of their habits. On the other hand the poets and novelists 

who later glorified the exploits of the "Main John Glazier" would not have 

had them otherwise. 

11. 

Shipbuilding 

The construction of wooden vessels in the Region was concentrated in the 

area around Saint John. Although some few small boats were built farther 
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up the River, in value and numbers they were insignificant compared with 

those of the fonner area. The building of small wooden vessels was begun 

near the end of the Eighteenth Century. 1 The industry grew~gradually so 

that at 1824 something less than sixty vessels were built in St.John county. 
2 

Shipbuilding expanded with lumbering. The great stimulus to the latter 

occurred during the Napoleonic wars, for reasons already mentioned (page 47 ) • 

Nearly all of the lumber that was exported went to the United Kingdom, and, 

as there was a market there also for ships, New Brunswick merchants took ad-

vantage of this reciprocal relationship to export both timber and ships at 

the same time • 

Table 20 of Appendix 2 shows the tonnage of ships built in New Brunswick 

for sixty years. Host of these were constructed in St. John county, and 

the growth of the industry may be observed in the index made up on the basis 

of the tonnage built durin~ the five years 1826-30. 

The second great impetus in this connection came as a result of the 

3 
Australian gold rush, beginning about 1850. The tide of emigrants, drawn 

by the hope of riches, created a tremendous demand for ships. Many vessels 

built in New Brunswick were sold in this market, and at 1858 one-half of the 

ships sailing from Liverpool to Australia were built at Saint JohtJ,. 
4 

Along with ship construction grew up the carrying trade, in which companies 

operated vessels carrying cargoes to all parts of the world. During the 1860's 

a dozen or more companies were operating from Saint John. 
5 

Although this 

business got its start from shipbuilding activities it proved more durable 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

f. 
"Shipbuilding in Saint John commenced in the year 1969-70, when James 
Simonds built a schooner to the east of Portland Point." Wallace, F.W. 
op.cit. page 13. 
Appendix 1, Source "D" , Note 1. 
cf. Wallace, W.F. "The Romance of a Great Port", Saint John. 
Ibid. page 28. 
Ibid. page 30. 
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than its precursor. By 1880 the days of shipbuilding were over in the 

Region as the wooden ship disappeared before the competition of those made 

of steel, but the shipping companies continued their business up to, and 

in some cases after, the Great War. 

When the shipyards disappeared a great many secondary related industries 

went with them. Rope walks, blockm.akers, ship chandlers, sail makers, iron 

fitters and riggers all were dependent on the activity of the yards. The 

iron and steel industries were able to adapt themselves to changing times 

with new uses for their products, but the great proportion of industry that 

had become part and parcel of the shipbuilding economy passed with the wooden 

ship. 

111. 

Agriculture 

Despite the fact that agriculture has always been denoted as the basic 

industry of the Region, as well as of New Brunswick, it is difficult to 

understand the basis of this statement during the period under consideration. 

It is true that the census reports apparently show that among the occupations 

1 
agriculture claims by far the greatest numbers, but in other way is this 

situation borne out. 

That far.mers were also lumberers has been demonstrated previously and 

in St. John com1ty there were also fishenren. 
2 

This overlapping of occupa­

tions was apparently the rule rather than the exception, and all classes took 

some hand in the exploitation of the natural resources. 

1. 
2. 

Appendix 2, Table 13. . . 
"Many of the inhabitants of the coasts and islands engage m agr1.culture, 
fishing and lumbering, but, as might be expected the~ are unsuccessful in 
eaoh of these branches of labour." Gesner, A. op.c1.t. page 284. 
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The actual subordinate position of agriculture is further demonstrated 

in the tables showing the exports and imports. 1 Again the figures relate 

to New Brunswick, and only by inference can they be applied to the Region. 

There is, however, little reason to believe that the facts vmich they demon-

strate are not true for any area within the Province. 

Table 17 shows the insignificant value of agricultural exports from all 

the Province for the years around 1860. This situation obtained after many 

years of Government subsidy and aid to agriculture, so that if this progrannne 

had any effect the agricultural economy must have been less productive in the 

earlier decades. 

Table 5 shows the importance of agricultural imports into the Province. 

It is noteworthy that hay is about the only major fann product which does not 

appear on the list, and it is the product which the marshes and intervales 

produced with a minimum of human exert ion. The fanns we re not even able to 

supply the domestic needs of the lumber camps. 2 

Comparative statistics relating to agriculture and type of fanning do not 

begin until 1881, just about the end of the period of integration.
3 

For the 

purpose of showing the position of agriculture in the Regional economy, how-

ever, detailed statistical material is hardly needed. From what has emerged 

regarding the place of agriculture in external trade, and from descriptions 

of agriculture and agricultural methods,
4 

it is clear that agriculture in 

New Brunswick was subordinate in techniques, productivity and importance to 

lumbering and shipbuilding. The "authorities" who described the Province as 

5 
an agricultural paradise were whistling past the graveyard. 

1. Appendix 2, Tables 17 and 5. 
2. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 7. 
3. Appendix 2, Tables 14 and 15. 

"D" N t 5 • e.Y\d Source "I", Note 1. 4. Appendix 1, Source , o e , QU 

5. Appendix 1, Source "E", Note 1. 
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This relatively retarded state of agriculture was clearly seen by 

leaders in public life. 1 By several observers such a condition was attri­

buted to an abnormal preoccupation by the farmers with the timber trade. 2 

There undoubtedly was a connection between these two occupations, but, that 

this connection was not the whole story is borne out by the situation of agri-

culture at the present. Now that lumbering has been replaced largely by 

wood pulp operations dependent on a personnel which is not drawn from the 

farmers, agriculture should be thus advanced. 

Actually, New Brunswick still continues to be an importer of agricultural 

produce, and it would seem that the factors which are responsible for the re-

latively low level of farm productivity are to be found in the occupation it-

self rather than in any extraneous relationships. 

IV. 

Commercial Enterprises 

During the period of integration such financial institutions as banks, 3 

and insurance companies became located in the cities of Fredericton and Saint 

John. These were largely local enterprises, dependent almost solely on the 

prosperity of lumbering and shipbuilding. 

Branch ramifications throughout the country, as is the case in the present, 

were not characteristic of this early stage of developnent. The financing of 

commercial transactions was conducted by key firms in each area. Such finns 

were generally eng~ed in the lumber industr.y and besides producing and market­

ing they also bought large supplies of agricultural and industrial products 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Appendix 1, Source "D", Note 5; and Source "I", Note 1. 
Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 8; and Source "I", Note 4. 
Appendix 2, Table 24. 
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necessary in their business. This purchasing was apparently extended to 

needs of the people within the area where they v.ere located. 1 

In this way the large lumbering concerns performed the merchandising 

functions of the wholesaler of the present. Population removed from urban 

centres were thus dependent on this adventitious service of the lumber in-

dustry. 

1. cf. "Seventy Years of New Brunswick Life", Baird, Wm.T. 1890 
page 18 et seq. 
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THE ROLES OF THE DOMINANT CENTRES 
DURING THE PER~OD OF INTEGRATION. 
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In the symbiotic relationship, one of the interacting elements attains 

a position of dominance over the othersl as a result of advantages which 

geography and physiography have conferred upon it. In a region, such as 

the St. John Valley, the dominant element is usually a metropolitan area, 

i.e., the largest city, together with such satellite towns as m~ surround 

it. 

This concept of dominance is used unconsciously in casual references to 

the place of London in the English economy, New York in that of the United 

States, or the rivalry between Montreal and Toronto as to which shall be 

the commercial and industrial centre of Canada. Each of these cities 

faces competition from smaller centres since all urban areas strive for 

population, industry or commercial expansion. 

Dominance, used in this sense, does not imply physical superiority of 

one area over another, but it does relate to the concentration of population, 

institutions and commercial enterprises within a dominant city which lifts 

its prestige and influence above those of all competing centres. 

The examples of dominant cities cited above are national centres, but 

dominance is also a phenomenon of the relation between smaller cities and 

the areas which form their hinterlands. Thus agricultural, mining or 

lumbering regions are "headed up" by towns or cities wnich have become the 

focal points of the activities of the fonner. 

The origin of such a centre usually lies in its strategic position as 

the gateway to the raw materials which the hinterland possesses. As these 

1. Page 4, supra. 
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resources are exploited, a double flow of trade passes through the city. 

Coming out are the primary products of fann, mine or mill, and going in 

are the supplies which are not produced locally. 

Fran both these sources the gateway city derives profit. Capital thus 

acquired in trade or transportation is soon turned to industrial and finan­

cial channels and expansion and the growth of prestige have begun. As the 

city grows satellite towns appear close to it, and, in time, a metropolitan 

area may thus replace the primative trading centre. 

1. 

Centres of Dominance in the St.John Valley 

Neither the Region nor any of the l.{aritime Provinces ever developed a 

metropolitan area, in the true sense of the concept, but there are several 

dominant centres scattered through the several areas of the Maritimes. 

In New Brunswick Saint John assumed the dominant role almost from the 

beginnings of settlement. During the days of the wooden ship its supremacy 

was threatened by the towns on the east coast which were the gateway to the 

Miramichi Valley. Later, with the construction of railways, Moncton began 

to compete, but so far Saint John has remained the centre of the Province 

in the majority of spheres of inf'luence. 

Within the Valley Fredericton and Woodstock, 80 and 160 miles respectively 

from the mouth of the River, were connected with areas of raw materials which 

they served in a reciprocal relationship, but neither seriously threatened 

the leadership of the seaport city. With the development of a specialized 

agricultural area in Victoria (potatos) and the activity in wood pulp cutting, 
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Grand Falls has made substantial progress as the key to this newer area 

of expansion. 

The advantage in trade and transportation which Saint John enjoyed 

as the gateway city to the St. John Valley during the period of pioneer­

ing, and later,1 was ~plemented, after the tur.n of the Nineteenth Cen-

tury, by a concentration first of industry and later of finance. From 

the beginning of the integration period the tendency in the Regional 

economy was towards an increasing centralization of the industry and com­

merce of the Region in St. John county, most of which occurred in the City.2 

Towards the end of this stage of the life cycle the concentration in saw 

milling,3 shipbuilding,4 and finanoe5 can be demonstrated statistically. 

Along with this economic expansion the population had also grown, but 

not much more rapidly than that of the Region as a whole. (In 1831 Saint 

John contained 28.~ of the Regional population, at 1861 30.2%.) Thus, 

during this period of general population expansion the dominant city did 

not grow at a phenomenal rate by any means, in spite of the attractions 

which commerce and industry proVided. Something of a metropolitan status 

was imparted to the city as a result of the growth of two satellite towns 

around it, Car let on across the harbour, and Portland above the Falls. In 

t~e both of these became part of the municipality and were included as 

Saint John. 

The hinterland of the City was originally that of the Valley, based on 

1. Appendix 1 1 Source "G" 1 Notes 2 and 7 • 
2. Appendix 1 1 Source "G", Note 1. 
3. Appendix 2 1 Tables 7 and 8. 
4. Appendix 2, Table 10. 
5. Appendix 2, Table 24. 
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1 the export of lumber, and the import of goods that vere in demand on 

the River settlements. 2 Very soon, however, the City became a market 

for what agricultural surpluses the lower counties produced, and also that 

of the areas around the Bay of Fundy, including the northern shore of Nova 
3 

Scotia. With the building of a road to MOncton the whole area around the 

Bay of Fundy was thus brought under the dominance of Saint John, as well as 

the Valley, which was the natural hinterland on a physiographic basis. 

An industrial hinterland emerged also as a result of the production of 

the factories and machine shops of the City. Unlike the lumber and ships 

of this period, however, such products were not exported, but found a 

domestic market in much the same area as was formed by the purchase of 

1 '\... and f d't' 4 
umue r ann commo l. J.e s. In this respect they were clearly second-

ary to, and dependent upon, the basic enterprises. 

11. 

Subsidiary Centres 

The role of Fredericton in the Region differed somewhat sharply from 

that of Saint John and other centres. Both its early settlement: and 

selection as the capital of the Province were due to military advantage. 

Since it was 80 miles up the River it was withdrawn from the danger of 

war which could only be directed along water routes. When other avenues 

---------.... ~-------------_.._.._.._. 

1. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 6; and Source "J '' , Note 1. 
2. Appendix 1, Source "K" Note 4. 

' 3. Appendix 1, Source "F" Note 2; Source "G" Note 6; 
' ' Source "K" Note 5; Source ttKn Note 6. 
' 

, 
4. Appendix 1, Source "G", Note 10. 
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of transportation were opened up its position was not so safe, although, 

as a matter of fact, such fears of aggression proved groundless even at 

1836 and 1837. 

This isolation from danger, however, gave the capital a position which 

was, economically, far inferior to that of Saint John.
1 

Due to the 

disadvantages of this position it did not advance in competition with 

Saint John, but remained definitely subsidiary, economically, to the latter. 

The prestige of Fredericton has been drawn more from social, admini-

strative and educational lines than from industry or commerce. During the 

era of lumbering, however, it was a depot from which supplies were distri­

buted to the camps, 2 which however, were bought from Saint John, With 

the depletion of the forests the City retained its situation as a mrket 

for, and supplier of, much of the agricultural districts in York an~ Sunbury. 

A glance at the trend of its population over the century from 1831 to 1931 

shows how little its situation has changed over this period of time. 

Mention has been made earlier of smaller centres which served agricultur-

a1 or lumbering areas in much the same fashion as did Saint Jolm and Freder-

. t 3 l.C on. While such towns or villages served a useful purpose, and have 

displayed a marked tenacity of existence, they did not assume urban proportions 

during the period of integration.
4 

Intennedia.ry between the congery of dominant city, subsidiary towns and 

trading villages already mentioned, and the scattered agricultural settle-

1. Appendix 1 1 Source "G", Note 6. 
2. Appendix 1, Source "G'', Note 7. 
3. Page 31, supra. 
4. Appendix 2 1 Table 6. 
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These were characteristic of this 

When the mill was set up to begin 

cutting operations a floating population of sawyers, mill wrights, black­

smiths, labourers and the like came with it.l 

Around this market for agricultural produce appeared farms and a farm 

population, and soon the pedlar began to make his rounds as the first mar-

keting agency. Bye roads were bull t to the more important of such settle-

ments by statute labour, and gradually the settlements were drawn together 

and other services appeared. 

The mill village was, however, dependent on the lumber trade for exist-

ence, and thus could not expect a continued existence. At one time the 

mouth of every large stream flowing into the St. Jolm was the site of one 

of these villages, but at the present about the only indicatiors of their 

presence are the remains of sawdust piles. 

3. 

The Results of Urbanization on the Population Structure 

The growth of Saint John and Fredericton was accompanied by a sorting 

out of some elements of the population structure within the Region. This 

contrasting construction of city and country populations with respect to 

such factors as age, sex and ethnic origins is found in all areas which have 

a rural and urban dichotany, but differences in population structure which 

the urbanization process creates may not always occur among the same elements. 

Some cities are noted for the concentration of old people, some for the 

1. Appendix 1, Source "K", Note 3. 
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greater proportion of females, or others, again, for the snall numbers of 

children. As indices of urbanization, however, distinctive quantitative 

differences between sexes, age groups or origins are always present. 

With the increasing detail of modern census returns it is possible to 

make accurate analyses of the results of this process as they are reflected 

in population statistics. Such analyses are, however, based on st anda.rd 

and comparable age grollPings, usually of five years, but it was well after 

the period of integration that such a system was available in the New 

Brunswick Census. 

The first three censuses of the Province grouped the population into two 

age classes only, those over and nnder sixteen years of age. At 1851 and 

1861 a somewhat different scheme was used. The groups at these years were, 

0-6, 6-16, 16-21, 21-40 and so on. It is apparent that these classes are 

not clearly defined and not of uniform size throughout, prohibiting detailed 

comparisons. With this sketchy material it is possible to demonstrate to 

some extent the arrangement, in the Region, of population elements as a re-

sult of the urbanization process. 

Sex Distribution 

The disparity betweeh the sexes which is typical of pioneering in all 

regions probably was not so pronounced in the St. John Valley, due to the 

fact that both the Loyalist and Irish migrations were largely made up of 

families rather than individuals. No data is available between 1767 and 

1824 as to the proportion of the sexes, but at the fonner date there were 

. 1 134 men to 100 women, accordl.ng to the rensus of that year. At 1824, 

1. Appendix 2, Table 11. 



(84) 

roughly the beginning of the period of integration, the ratio was 114, a 

proportion which was not exceptional considering the exploitive nature of 

basic industries. 

This proportion fell gradually until 1871, when it became 103. From 

1871 to 1931 the ratio remained almost constant. 1 
Thus the predominance 

of males over females that was present at the beginning of the period had 

disappeared shortly before it closed. In other words the Valley had reached 

a stage of maturity with respect to the equilibrium between the sexes about 

1871. 

The refinement which the use of age groupings adds to the analysis of 

sex distribution is shown in Table 27, for the period 1824 to 1861. This 

material demonstrates the result of immigration on the relative numbers of 

the sexes as well as the polarizing effects of the urban areas. The greater 

ratio of males over females at the first date for which material :is available 

indicates to what extent single males had immigrated in the years previous. 

For all of the counties this ratio declined between 1824 and 1851, in 

spite of the fact that immigration was at its peak during these years. From 

this index alone it would seem that immigration by males only was relatively 

small. This is seen more clearly if the movement of females to the cities 

is taken into consideration at the same time. This shift of sexes within 

the Region, supposing no immigration or emigration, would cause an apparent 

concentration of males in areas from which the fitmales emigrated, and hence, 

an increasing male ratio. 

Since the trend of females to the cities was a fact, and the increasing 

sex ratio for males was not a fact, even with immigration, it appears that 

1. Appendix 2, Table 28. 
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the preponderance of males was only a carry-over frcm the period of pioneer-

ing. During the stage which followed, the trend was towards equalization_ of 

the sexes, within the Region as a whole, but increasing disparity as between 

the urban and rural areas. 

The decade 1851 to 1861 does not quite follow the above pattern, here 

there was apparently some increase in the actual number of males as a result 

of immigration. All of the counties, with the exception of Victor~a, re-

gistered increases in the proportion of males over females as between the 

beginning and end of the period. Apparently the type of immigration for 

this decade was sanewhat different from those which preceded it. 

The movement of females, over the age of fifteen, to urban areas, which 

has been mentioned above, evidently began between 1824 and 1834. Saint Jolm 

had t . f 100 1 "l"b . 1 a sex ra ~o o , or very near y equ~ ~ r~um, and Fredericton was 

still definitely male in structure with a ratio of 112 at the year of the 

first census. At the next decade each city shows a trend towards the con-

centration of women. The ratio in Saint J olm being 91 and in Fredericton 

97. 2 This urban trend also continued up to 1871 and became relatively 

stable after that year. 

The force whiCh attracted women to the cities was, apparently, the emerg-

ence of occupations such as domestic service, dress making, millinery and the 

like, which were preeminently filled by the one sex. Although there is no 

material to indicate this situation until 1871, at this date an enumeration 

of trades in the Census3 shows that there were 3,401 persons engaged in these 

patently female positions. Of this number 2, 038, or 6~ were located in 

Saint John and Fredericton. 

1. There are more male than female births, hence more men than women until 
late age 

1 
when the higher mortality among men e<Plates the numbers of 

the sexes. 
Appendix 2 1 Table 27. 
Census of Canada 1871, Vol. 2, page 322, et seq. 
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Of the total persons gainfully employed in the Region at this time, 

numbering 47,812, only 12,296, or approximately 26'fo, V\ere to be found in 

these two cities. Thus, while female occupations showed a concentration 

of ~ in urban areas, all occupations showed just 2afo. The basis, there-

fore, of the movement of wanen to the cities seems to have been that these 

areas offered employment in occupations which rural areas did not provide. 

Age Distribution 

Table 29 shows, at the various censuses between 1824 and 1861, the pro-

portion which the age group 0-15 years formed of the total population. In 

nearly every case this percentage declines after 1834, indicating that the 

population less than sixteen years of age became smaller, relative to the 

total population, at eaCh succeeding decade. 

This trend might be explained by the operation of three factors. First, 

by the emigration of the population under sixteen; second, by the immigration 

of adults, or, lastly, by a declining birth rate. In view of vmat has been 

said with respect to the sex ratios it is doubtful if either of the first 

two factors was the effective one. What remains is the assumption of a 

falling birth rate. This explanation is substantiated in some small measure 

by the fact that the birth rate, based on a very rough index taken at the one 

year of census enumeration, declined from 1851 to 1861.
1 

In view of the general uncexrtainty of the data, however, the analysis re-

garding the ages of the people can not be carried very far with confidence. 

In the table there does appear a difference between the percentage of the 

population aged 0-15 years in Saint John and Fredericton as compared to the 

1. Appendix 2, Table 9. 
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various counties. In general the cities show a somewhat smaller relative 

population in this age group, which would follow from a concentration of 

adults, as was indicated from the sex ratios. 

Distribution of Ethnic Elements 

The main features relating to the stratification of ethnic groups within 

the Region have been indicated earlier.1 What was observed in this re spe et 

was the concentration of immigrants in the county of St. John. The limita­

tions of the material dealing with the origins of the immigrants at 1851
2 

prevented any analysis of the make up of the population in the cities as far 

as race or nationality was concerned. However, it appeared from other data 

that the location of the majority of industrial enterprises in the cities 

drew to them the great bulk of the Irish, who, as has been noted, were attracted 

by labouring occupations to the exclusion of practically all others. 

Here again the paucity of quantitative material limits the extent of the 

description of this phase of population distribution. What little has been 

indicated from the various data is only the most apparent effects of the 

urbanization process as it sorted out and stratified the Irish group into 

urban areas. 

1. Page 41, supra, et seq. 

2. Appendix 2, Table 12. 
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Chapter 12. 

RAILROAD DEVELO~ DURING THE PERIOD OF INTEGRATION 

The development of railroads in New Brunswick was an activity in 

which all the Province participated, so that in one sense a Regional re­

sume of railway construction is too limited. However, it is true that 

in New Brunswick the first lines were built in the v,estern half of the 

Province, and that the interests of the two regions of the Province were 

not one with regard to the location of routes. The St. John Valley and 

Charlotte county were interested in the short line to Montreal which would 

give, it was hoped, the port at Saint John the trade of Canada which was 

being routed through Portland. 

The eastern region, on the other hand, was interested in the develop­

ment of the Intercolonial, which was eventually constructed to run along 

the North and East coasts, linking up several small commercial towns, such 

as Bat burst, Campbell ton, Newcastle and Dalhousie. The Intercolonial 

brought this area into contact with Halifax, for its tenninal was this latter 

city. Thus the building of these two inter-provincial railways further 

widened the gap between the two areas of New Brunswick. Halifax and Saint 

John were competing for the same transportation economy, and the construction 

of the Intercolonial tied the north shore of the Province in with the city 

which was directly arrayed against New Brunswick's commercial capital. 

The actual development of railways in New Brunswick was spread out over 

more than two generations. The first real agitation for this service began 

in 1835, but it was not until 1890 that the main lines were finally con­

structed. Work went on from 1851 until the beginning of the Twentieth Cen­

tury, but the rate of development was ~i te slow. 
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The main reasons for this drawn-out era of railroad building were 

three in number. First, the re~ative low density of the population in 

the Province which was scattered out along the provincial rivers. Second, 

the lack of unity between the two areas of the Province; and lastly, a 

comparable lack of hannony in the interests of the three Maritime Provinces. 1 

The construction of railroads was too big a financial burden for the Provin-

ces to assume by themselves, and they had to have either the financial aid 

of Ontario and Quebec or of England. The role of the latter was limited, 

in the main, to the guaranteeing of such loans as the Provinces floated 

for this purpose, and the general supervision of the routes. This super-

vision was carried on with an eye to the aspects of Empire defence which the 

different roads presented. 2 As a result the ideas of the Colonial Office 

were not always those of the Provinces. 
3 

Figure 8 shows the approximate location of the more important railroads 

by 1890. From this sketch it is apparent that the pattern of settlement, 

as dictated by the physiographic features of the Region, was impressed on 

the routes of this newest means of conununication. The line which eventually 

joined Saint John with Montreal followed the River Valley from Edmundston to 

the Bay of Fundy. The road which connected the fonner city with Halifax 

also followed the Kennebecasis valley for most of the route in Kings county. 

As with roads during the period of integration, railways developed very 

few areas of settlement. The changes in population distribution were re-

lative to the establishment of villages at stations and to one or two small 

towns like MaAdam, where railway repair shops concentrated population. 
4 

They were built in general to serve communities or settlements that had been 

already established. 

1. of. Whitelaw, W.M. op.cit. page 93. 
2. !bid. page 257 
3. Ibid. page 95 
4. Ganong, W.F. op.cit. page 105. 
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Evidently then they were additional factors tending towards the inte-

gration of the Region. Like the roads of the earlier period, also, they 

lessened the influence of the purely physiographic boundaries. The line 

which joined Saint John with Moncton and Shediac at 1860 passed through 

such subsidiary centres as Hampton, Norton and Sussex, and brought Moncton 

into closer contact with the Region. 

Lines also connected Charlotte coWlty and the Miramichi Valley with 

cities in the Region. Thus, on the basis of communication and opportunity 

to interact, New Brunswick's long history of isolation into two areas appeared 

to have been overcome. However, the social barriers which had been built 

up during the decades when the two areas VYere walled off by the physiographic 

boundaries continued to effect the extent of interaction. 

As the French invasion moved southward along the east coast, Moncton 

finally became the racial frontier of the Province. This City had received 

a great impulse in growth as a result of the location of extensive railway 

snops within its boundaries.1 With commercial development built on this 

base it began to encroach on the hinterland of Saint Jolm, especially in 

the eastern areas of Kings and Queens counties. This process was, of 

course, not all on the one side. As Moncton grew it became an area of 

expansion for canpanies which had been located in Saint Jolm, and which now 

established branches in the railway city. 

The same process occurred between Saint Jolm and the towns of St. George 

and St. Andrews, which headed up Charlotte county. These latter areas did 

not expand as did Moncton, but their reciprocal relationships with Saint J olm 

were the same as set out above. 

1. Ibid. page 106. 
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Thus, while the area of Saint John's influence widened as a result 

of railway building, it vvas not all gain. Subsidiary centres de:rived 

some profit from the changes in canmunication, but the strategic position 

of Saint John and the advantage of its early growth enabled it to continue 

as the daninant centre. 
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Before the railways were built, and during the years of construction, 

the attitude of people in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia was one of optim-

ism as to the results which would accrue to these Provinces when they were 

connected with the Canadas. The outstanding result was presumed to be the 

rapid development of Saint Jolm and Halifax as sea port terminals for the 

whole of Canada. This point of view was strengthened by milita~ policy, 

since one function of the roads was to give all of Canada access to the 

Atlantic over Canadian territory the year rotmd. 

Another gain on the part of the lA:aritimes was hoped to be found in new 

markets for the raw and manufactured surplus products of the two Provinces. 

The industrial development at Saint J olm and Halifax lead the Provinces to 

look for further expansion when trade with the rest of Canada was developed. 

While the railways were actually under construction the lAaritime Provinces 

enjoyed a degree of economic activity that obscured the deeper significance 

of the destruction of their isolation and the beginnings of competition with 

Quebec and Ontario. This prosperity resulted from the local markets for labour, 

raw materials and manufactured goods which the building of railways provided. 

Once construction was completed such markets disappeared and the meaning of 

interaction with Upper Canada became apparent. 

What happened, in brief, is as follows. In the first place Saint John and 

Halifax did not become immediately the terminals for the international trade 

of Canada. Portland was still more direct and closer to the upper Canadian 

centres than were the two Maritime ports, and Canadian trade continued to move 

through the former tenninal.l• 

1. Appendix 1, Source 11M", Note 1. 
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Further, the domestic revenue, especially in New Brunswick, was not 

sufficient to enable the relatively long lines to become paying proposi-
1 

tions. This new means of communication had joined up nearly all the 

small subsidiary centres that were gateways to the various agricultural or 

mining are as. Formerly these had supported a good deal of coastal shipp-

ing, but railway oompeti tion drove these enterprises out of existence. 2 

This, of course, set up something in the nature of a vicious circle, as 

capital was destroyed and labour liberated to migrate. 

With regard to the markets which the Ma.ritimes had hoped to gain as a 

result of the railways, the result was just the opposite to what they had 

hoped. The Maritimes became markets for the industries of the two upper 

provinces, and so began the gradual decline of some phases of Maritime 

man\lfacturing. 

The fundamental aspect of this economic situation, referring now to 

the St. John Valley only, was not primarily the competition from Ontario 

and Quebec, but the state of the Regional economy at this critical period. 

What has emerged from the preceding chapters dealing with the period of in-

tegration in the Region shows that the most important aspects of this 

economy were as follows: 

1. The base of the Regional economic life was the export of comparative 

advantage commodities, ships and lumber, to well defined markets, the United 

Kingdom, the British West Indies and the United States. 

2. All the economic enterprises of the Region v.ere bound up in a close 

symbiotic relationship with these primar,y industries. Agriculture was de-

pendent on lumbering for markets as well as actually participating in the 

1. Ganong, W.F. op.cit. page 106. 
" t D t s in Canadian Economic History" , 1933 2. · Innis & U:mer, Selec ocumen 

Volume 2, page 670. 
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enterprise itself. Shipbuilding had evolved around it a host of second-

ary occupations which were definitely dependent on it for their continued 

existence. Even financial institutions, banks and insurance companies 

drew capital from, and were closely related to, these activities. 

3. Finally, it has been pointed out, that as a result of the peculiar 

features of ~igration a relatively large population of unstable Irish 

labourers were to be found in the Region. These for.med a group which was 

not strongly attached to the land, but was likely to move readily in re-

sponse to economic pressure. 

Thus, in the last analysis, the economic structure of the Region, and 

perhaps of the M:aritimes, was based on the production of comparative ad.van-

tage commodities which were sold on a world market. The se exports enabled 

the Region to purchase the goods, important in which were agricultural pro-

ducts, which were not developed locally. 

During the latter part of the period of pioneering and through the de-

cades of the integration period this symbiotic relationship brought prosperity 

to the area. About the time when railways were being built, and when Con-

federation was making a Dominion of the five Canadian Provinces, the resources 

and markets for these comparative advantage products began to disappear. 

During the five years between 1886 and 1889 the index of shipbuilding 

tonnage fell to 29, where it had been 385 and 384 at 1861-65 and 1851-55 

respectively. 1 Measured in another way, the value of shipbuilding products 

in the Region fell, 1871 to 1891, from $727,564 to $188,100.
2 

This trend 

was a result of the change from wooden to iron vessels, which restored to 

the British Isles its early dominance in shipbuilding, and left the yards of 

the Region and the Maritimes to face gradual decline and limbo. 

1. Appendix 2, Table 20. 
2. Appendix 2, Table 10. 
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The trend in lumbering is not so clear due to the vague nature of the 

relevant statistics. The growth of pulp mill operations, and the employ-

ment given in saw mills by the processing of imported lumber products, are 

~possible to define quantitatively. Indications of the decline of this 

industry are, however, seen in the figures relating to the number of mills 

and to the number of employees. 

It has been pointed out earlier that the maximum number of mills was 

reached at 1861,
1 

and the number of hands employed at 1871.2 Unfortunately 

these tables do not deal with comparable data throughout. At '-earlier de-

cades the change to pulp wood products compensates for the decline in opera-

tions which had produced mill lumber. 

The real blow to this industry 1 however, was concealed by reason of the 

participation of "fanners" in the lumbering industry. 
3 

Somewhere in the 

years following the end of the period of integration the available timber 

disappeared from the banks of the rivers and streams, and with it went the 

cash crops of many fanners. With this change they had to either become 

agriculturalists in the real sense of the word or find some other occupation. 

Their plight was made worse by the abandonment of saw mills and, con-

sequently the dissolution of markets. Fanns, which had been laid out with 

narrow fronts along the water4 had to be consolidated if economical fann 

5 layouts were to be effected, and this consolidation meant the appearance 

of a surplus rural population. In all, therefore, the decline of the early 

lumber industry had serious repercussions on the whole agricultural situation. 

With regard to the financial and industrial enterprises of the Region 

1. Appendix 2, Table a. 
2. Appendix 2, Table 7. 
3. Page 67, supra. 

Note 4. 4. Appendix 1, Source "D"' 
o, Appendix 1, Source "D"' Note 1. 
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the weakening of the economy as lumbering and shipbuilding disappeared 

enabled the stronger and more specialized establishments of Ontario and 

Quebec to gradually displace them as competition appeared with the contact 

which railways created.1 The banks developed by local interests, with 

capital derived from lumbering and shipbuilding, which were foWld in the 

period of integration, have been replaced by branches of national banks with 

head offices in Montreal and Toronto. 

In the field of merchandising the Region has been invaded by outlets 

controlled from the cities of Quebec and Ontario. This has been accelerated 

by the growth of so-called "national" chain merchandising Wlits. By utiliz­

ing the data contained in Dun & Bradstreets conunercial directory it can be 

shown that at 1934 6~ of all the commercial branch offices in the Region 

had their head offices located in Upper Canada. 

This trend in the invasion of finance, merchandising and industry went 

on slowly after the end of the period of integration. It would be extremely 

difficult to describe the process statistically due to the nature of Census 

data which records the number and size of economic establishments. Nail and 

tack factories, rolling mills, boot and shoe industries and the like, which 

were listed in the early Censuses of Manufacturing, had largely disappeared 

after the turn of the Century. It is easier to see the beginning and end of 

the process than to describe the total phenomenon. 

The fact that the incidence of these changes was obselured by the temporary 

prosperity due to capital circulated by railway construction has already been 

noted. The migratory Irish labourers were held in the Region by work which 

the railroads provided, so that a surplus population was kept in the Valley 

during these two decades of railway construction. 

1. Innis & Lower, op.cit. page 227; also Appendix 1, Source 11Mtt, Note 1. 
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Competition for Population 

Coincident with the slow disintegration of the Regional domestic 

economy, about 1861, began an emigration of the population. 1 This move­

ment out of the Region took place in the group below the age of 50, while 

above 50 there was some immigration probably caused by the return of fonner 

residents to their old homes. 2 

This movement was slight, but apparent, between 1861 and 1871 and 

gradually increased until a loss in gross population was recorded at the 

decade 1881-1891. From this latter date the Region has continued to lose 

part of its natural increase, as shown by each Census enumeration. 

This trend in emigration illustrates another feature of the inter-

regional competition which the railways brought to the Region. As its 

isolation was gradually destroyed the attractions and opportunities of 

other areas became evident. The Canadian and United States "Wests" were 

being opened up, and Horaoe Greeley' s famous admonition became the slogan 

of the da.y. Thus the "pull" of immigration began to influence the surplus 

Regional population. 

The "push" was, of course, the gradually constricting hierarchy of oc-

oupational opportunities that the decline of the old economy developed. The 

characteristic export of population from the Region, and the Maritimes, thus 

got under way as a result of the interaction of areas which had been self­

contained, with areas which still had frontiers and the rrontier philosophy. 

It should be pointed out here that this constellation of social forces, 

and the movement of population which results, are not peculiar to the 

1. Appendix 1, Source "I", Note 5. 
2. This, 8.nd subsequent infonnation on population from ''The Maritime Provin-

ces Since Confederation" D.B.S. 1926, page 8. et seq. ~: In the text 
the data supplied by the Bureau with reference to emigration fran New 
Brunswick as a whole can safely be applied to the Region as there was 
very little emigration from the other areas, especially the eastern region. 
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J.iaritime s. In North America there have been several areas which have be-

come regions of emigrations as other regions have attracted population 

from them. Most spectacular among these is, perhaps 1 New England. Once 

the hub of the United States in population, commerce, industry and finance 

it has, since the beginning of the Century, seen its population and prest­

ige move westward. MOre lately the South has attracted m~ industries, 

such as textiles, which had been developed and cradled in the New England 

area. 

In Canada this slow tide setting to the west, and to the north, has 

produced areas in old Quebec and Ontario which are now recognized as being 

centres of population exportation. Once these same areas may have attract-

ed population f'rom the Ma.ritimes. 

Thus, the history of the Region appears to be a movement towards an 

equilibrium with the other physiographic regions of Canada. As the economy 

of the St. John Valley, and subsidiary areas, gradually weakened, with the 

destruction of the ''most favoured" base, it was brought into contact with 

the expanding economy of the upper Canadas. Competition just at this 

critical time hastened the decline of domestic enterprises, but there can 

be hardly any doubt that the result was foregone. 

As autonomous units, the Ma.ritimes would have faced serious difficulties. 

Their railraods, which vere largely financed by oapi tal from England and 

Canada have not, in many cases, been successful. New Brunswick is still a 

net importer of agricultural produce, which is largely paid for by revenue 

fran pulp and paper, developed by Canadian and American capital, by trans­

portation based on the produce of the Dominion, and by the tourist trade. 
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3. 

Conclusion 

Wjlile it is not the purpose of this study to follow the development of 

the St. John Valley Region during the modem period, it will be of interest, 

perhaps, to note one or two of the more important features of social and 

economic organization which developed upon the foundations laid down in 

the earlier stages of the life cycle. 

In the Maritime Provinces as a whole, as well as in the St. John Valley, 

the larger social and economic phenomena have taken on the aspect of 

"Problems", which, in the minds of many people are inextricably bonnd up 

with the question of "Maritime Rights". Avoiding the issues which such 

reasoning raises, it is hoped that the description which has gone before 

will provide an historical background in the development of these problems 

in which the tole of natural resources, topography and geographical location 

with respect to other areas in Canada will receive the attention they merit. 

The features of the Maritime situation which have received the greatest 

publicity in the last decade or two have been the exportation of population 

and the relatively slow expansion of economic productivity compared with 

that of the rest of Canada. 

Since 1881 the Uaritirnes have been exporting a net population of some-

thing more than 9,000 persons per annum on the average, even though the 

absolute population has been growing slowly. 1 At 1921 approximately 

325,000 persons who were born in the Maritimes were living elsewhere in 

Canada. The se emigrants have been largely from the a g e groups considered 

the most productive, i.e., between the ages of 15 and 65. The result of 

this drift of people out of the Maritimes on the population structure on the 

1. This, and subsequent, data from "The Maritime Provinces Since 
Confederation", D. B. S. 1926. 
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St. John Region is demonstrated in Figure 9, which shows the conventional 

population pyramids for The Regional population and that of Canada based 

on data from the 1931 Census. It is apparent from this representation 

to what extent the Regional age groups from 15 to 45 have been depleted by 

emigration. 

Along with this trend of depopulation there has been a relatively slow 

expansion of economic enterprise. While m::mufacturing capital, number of 

employees, and value of production have increased since 1901 they have not 

done so as rapidly as in other Canadian provinces. For example, while 

capital invested in manufacturing in New Brunswick increased by four times 

between 1901 and 1931,1 it increased about 9 times for all Canada. 

Similarly the value of manufactured production in New Brunswick increased 

by three times as against six times for Canada during the same period. 

Each of these phenomena has been advanced as the cause of the other 

in various descriptions of the "Maritime Problemtt. That is, some writers 

have seen the retarded economic status as being caused by the emigration 

of the productive and enterprising young; others have taken the stand that 

an economy that provides a minimum of opportunity and employment is 

responsible for the drift of population out of the Marit~s. 

That there is some connection between these two phenomena can hardly 

be doubted, but it is not necessarily true that either is the causal factor 

of the other. Rather it seems likely that each is the Iesult of an 

historical process which was limited and conditioned by natural resources, 

topography, transportation routes and similar factors, as well as the Ie­

lationship of all these local features to other regions in Canada. 

1. Ibid. page 76. Table 3. 
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In other words, to say that emigration and retarded economic progress 

in the Maritimes are explanations of a situation is only a half truth, 

these phenomena are sympt?matic of a situation which is understandable 

only as it is seen as the result of a genetic natural process. 

In each stage of the life cycle of the St. John Va 1 ley the physical 

features and natural resources have played a significant role. While 

the periods of railroad building and of inter-regional competition have 

been dealt with in a manner which merely indicates some of the niaj"or 

phenomena, something of the results which followed the destruction of the 

Regional isolation, and the decline of its natural resources, have been 

indicated. It was not the purpose of the study to describe the se. stages 

in detail, but some note of them was necessary to round out the description 

of the earlier periods, and to delineate the organic nature of the relation 

of all the stages. 

It is a fact that the economic background has dominated the description. 

Such a bias results from the preponderance of economic, in contract to 

social, data which has ~een preserved by history, rather than the.poin~ of 

view of the writer. 
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Note 1: 

SOURCE "A" 

"Canada", 1934 

Publication of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics 

"In order to make (Canadian) union effective it was necessary to 
establish at once direct and easy conununication between all parts of 
the new Dominion • • • • • • The barrier presented by the Laurentian Pro­
taxis was overcome by building the Canadian Pacific Railway from Mon­
treal to Winnipeg. 

The obstacle to free passage between the M:ari times and We stern 
Canada has been removed by the construction of the Intercolonial Railway 
from Halifax to Quebec. tt (page 32) 



SOURCE "B tt 

"Canada and its Provinces" 

Note 1: 

. "S:ttlement ~.Canada in the latter days of the Eighteenth and the 
begl.Immg of the I\~mteenth Centuries followed the weyerways •••••• • 

In New Brunswick the conditions so late as 1849 enable one to under­
stan~ the 7arlier conditions. In that year Lt. Governor Head pointed 
out m a dJ.spatch to Earl Gnzy that the Province was divided into long 
stretches of settlement with tracts of wilderness between which were 
traversed at a few points by roads leading from one settl~ment to another 
North from Saint Jolm to Madawaska the line of settlement follo\\ed the • 
River St. Jolm for 200 miles." (vol. 10, page 359) 

Note 2: 

"In New Brunswick, the European and North American extended from Saint 
Jolm to Shediac, a distance of 108 miles, while the St. Andrews and Quebec 
had been constructed for St. Andrews to Richmond, a distance of 88 miles. tt 

(vol. 10, page 391) 

Note 3: 

"The progress of road construction was so slcnv at the first that twenty 
years ai'ter the arrival of the loyalists the government surveyor reported 
that ten miles of road fit for any description of wheel carriage was not 
to be found in the province, except for that on the east bank of the St. 
John in Sunbury, where nature had chiefly performed the task. 

For at least twenty five years, after the loyalists, the rivers con­
tinued to be the main routes of travel, both in summer and winter. Even 
the members of the legislature drove in sleighs upon the ice to attend the 
sessions at Fredericton. The first house of the settlers usually stood 
on the bank of the river, and the roads in conse_quence in nearly all cases, 
ran past the back doors of the farmhouses •• • • The configuration of the 
counties has been very largely determined by the rivers. They were the 
earliest routes of travel. 11 (vol. 13, page 169) 

Note 4: 

"In many instances you may not only discover the com~ort ~ of life, ~ut 
luxuries procured by their overplus produces, or by theJ.r ~ter exertJ.ons 
in masting, getting timber wood, etc. for which they receive liberal wages. 

11 

(1800 circa) (vol. 13, page 182) 



SOURCE "B" 

Note 5: 

"The population of Saint John, including Portland, in 1824 was 11,531. tt 
(vol. 13, page 196) 

Note 6: 

"The agitation for responsible government did not begin in good earnest 
until 1840. From that t:ime it was cont:inued until 1854, when the reins 
of power were wrested from the grasp of the Family Compact, which had re­
tained control for seventy years. Under the new system the members of 
the exeout ive government no longer held office during pleasure or good be­
haviour, but only so long as they retained the confidence of a majority of 
the representatives of the people in the house of assembly, the criterion 
of their fitness for office being their performances as advisers of the 
Lieutenant Governor and originators of sound measures for the bettennent 
of the country. Hany of the men who V\ere destined to play an important 
part in the promotion of Confederation v.ere trained for leadership in the 
struggle for responsible government." (vol. 14, page 403) 

Note 7: 

"At the time when the Atlantic provinces began to discuss Maritime union 
the people of Canada and the people of New Brunswick, owing to the lack of 
the means of intercourse, were almost unknown to each other. In fact, the 
people of New Brunswick knew much more of their United States neighbours 
than they did of their fellow-subjects in Canada." (vol. 14, page 411) 

Note 8: 

8GQ¥er.nor Car1eton continued to visit the different settlements from 
t:ime to time. His habits were active. A year or two later he walked on 
snow shoes to Quebec to see his brother, Lord Dorchester, who was ill. He 
spoke of it as a pleasant excursion, althoug).1. he was obliged to tramp over 
a vast uninhabited region and to camp eight nights in the woods." 

(vol. 13, page 156) 

Note 9: 

"1v1augerville, Sackville and Cumber land were . me~e~y New England eonununi­
ties planted in Nova Scoti~, with all the peculkar~tke~,dp;ejudices end 
opinions of the camnunities from which they had em~gra e • 

(vol. 13, page 129) 



SOURCE ttBn 

Note 10: 

. "~ other considerable fleets arrived during the year: one on June 28-
WJ.th about two thousand passengers, and one on September 27 with three 
thousand. other ships arrived at intervals, bringing the number of those 
who came to the St. John River up to about ten thousand persons." 

(vol. 13, page 145) 

Note 11: 

"Sir Guy Carleton suggested that they should be settled along the frontier, 
like the cantorunents of any army, to serve as a bulwark against any aggres­
sion, each corps to have its own particular grant. .. • • • An extract from the 
instructions is here quoted: 

"In order to strengthen the proposed settlements, and that they may 
be in a state of security and defence, it is our will and pleasure 
that the allotments to non-connnissioned officers and privates be 
by corps, and as contiguous as m~ be to each other, and that the 

allotments to the several conunissioned officers shall be interspersed 
therein, that the same may be united, and, in case of attack, be de­
fended ·by those who have been accustomed to bear anns and serve to­
gether." 

(vol. 13, p~e 148) 

Note 12: 

"The scheme of settling the Valley of the upper St. John with disbanded 
troops was only moderately successful. The tracts assigned the de Lancey 
battalions were about one hundred and fifty miles f'rom the sea, and the 
lands above were deemed too remote for settlement. One half of the regi­
ments were unwilling to settle in a situation so difficult to access,or to 
risk the dangers to be apprehended from the Indians, who regarded the new-
commers with a jealous eye. 11 (vol. 13, page 151) 

Note 13: 

"The difficulties co11nected with the settlement of the loyalists were 
not easily dealt with by a government so far away as Ha:}.ifax, particularly 
at a time when the means of connnunication were very inadequate. In con­
sequence a movement was set on foot, looking to the formation of a new 
province. tt (vol. 13, p1. ge 152) 



SOURCE "B" 

Note 14: 

"After the. ~rival of Governor Carleton the settlement of the country 
proceeded rap1.uly, and most of those who had arrived in the province were 
speedily placed upon the lands. In consequence the population of Saint 
John, which during the first v:inter must have been at least five or six 
thousand, was considerably reduced. The city, however, still contained 
a 1 arge proportion of the energy and intelligence of the province. " 

(vol. 13, oage 162) 

I~ote 15: 

"One of the first things that clalined the attention of the legislature 
was the necessity of improving the means of connmmication between the var­
ious sectio!lS of the province. Comrnissioners were appointed by ley out 
roads and were empov.ered to solicit subscriptions to aid in road making ••••• 
But the cotmtry vras so largely an tmbroken wilderness and the people so 
poor that the work of road making proceeded very slowly. It was well nigh 
forty years before even the main lines of canmunication were in a. condition 
to be of much service for summer travel." (vol. 1:1, page 168) 

l~ote 16: 

"A good many (settlers) fllso v.ent bo.c~~ to the United States, discouraged 
a.t their prospects, or intent upon sec1.n~ing the rovantages of education for 
their children. Certainly, the lack of schools was a serious disadvantage 
to the rising generation, the greater part of which was growing up in ignor-
ance. It was clear that the children of the lo,:alists were destined to be 
inferior to their parents i!,_ knowledge, if not in ability and force of 
character. 

The industrial developh.ent of the first t·wenty :,..-cFrs in the history of 
New Bnmswick gave much promise of greater things in the future. Shipbuild­
ing had been carried on in a small wey before the coming of the loyalists, 
but rapidly increased after their arrival. At St. Andrews and other places 
in the cotmty ·of Charlotte at Saint Jolm and on the Miramichi, ships were 
built in large numbers. During the two or three years that preceded 
Carleton' s return to England ninety-three sqp.are-rigged vessels and seventy­
one sloops were built, most of them for the West India trade." 

(vol. 13, page 182) 



SOURCE "C" 

ncanad.a Year Book", 1887 

Note 1: 

"The surf' ace of New Brunswick was at one time an unbroken lumber field, 
and the vall!tY of the St. John contained what was thought to be an inex­
haustible supply of the finest white pine lumber. It is, however, now 
generally conceded that almost all of the fine white pine within reach of 
the tributaries of that River has been cut. The lumberers have, there­
fore, turned their attention more to the coarser pine still to be had in 
large <pa.ntities, out of which sugar box shooks are made, and to the 
black spruce." (page 43) 



Note 1: 

SOURCE "D" 

11The First History of New Brunswick", 
Fisher, Peter, 1825 

"Saint Jolm carries on a brisk trade with Europe, the West Indies and 
the United States, in lumber of different descriptions, fish, grindstones, 
gypsum, etc., but the staple article is sqtiared timber, one hundred and· 
fourteen thousand, one h'W'l.dred and sixteen tons of which were shipped from 
this port in 1824. Shipbuilding has also been lately revived to a con­
siderable extent. Sixty vessels were registered at this port in 1824, 
whose tonnage amounted to sixteen thousand, four hundred and eighty-nine 
tons, besides three ships and five brigs not in the above estimate. Part 
of these were built in Saint Jolm and the remainder up the rivers and along 
the coasts for merchants in the city." (page 42) 

Note 2: 

"State of the Madras Schools in New Brunswick, in July 1824. 

Area Average Attendance Total Entered 

Saint John 197 1,222 
Car let on 96 143 
Fredericton 50 79 
Douglas 22 45 

Queensborough 45 

Kingston 24 81 

Springfield 25 117 

Gage town 38 114 

Sussex Vale 38 114 

Hampton 26 75 

Norton 60 

Maugerville 28 91 

Woodstock 71 211 

Wakefield 42 176 

Northampton 35 

Military Settlement 
38 140 

No. 1 
No. 2 36 131 

No. 3 24 159 

No. 4 24 116 

Scottish Settlement 20 36 

799 
(page 76) 



SOURCE "D" 

Note 3: 

"From the foregoing statement it plainly appears that chief of the export trade of this Prov:L"'lce consists of lumber, vmich is its natural stock or capital and as there are many articles taken in exchange from the mother country, which are indespensably necessary to the inhabitants of ~his Province, it points out the necessity of paying strict attention to J.ts preservation. In this cotu1t~J there is not article, or articles, that can in any degree furnish exports ecpal to the pine which is manu­factured in the simplest manner, and got to market with but little trouble So simple is the process, that most settlers who have the use of the axe • can manufacture it, the woods funlishing a sort of simple manufactory for inhabitants, from which, after attending to their farms, in the sulimer, they can draw returns during the winter for those suv.Plie s 'Which are necessar,y for the oamfort of their families." \p~e 85) 

Note 4: 

"The method of leying out lots in this Province, of a narrow front and extending a great distance back, is very inconvenient to the settler. n 
(page 98) 

Note 5: 

Appendix. Speech of the Lt. Governor. "Vast sums are sent from this Province, in species, for the purchase of agricultural produce. This enonnous burden, operating in fact, as a tax raised by foreign industry on our food, contributes to raise high above the rate in surrounding countries, the wages of labour here, and to lay the Province under corresponding difficulties and disability in eve~ branch of its industry. 

The main branch of our manufacturing industry, shipbuilding, has in­creased prodigiously, and is now carried on to an extent beyond that of any for.mer period." (page 102) 

Note 6: 

"The Public Service has been exposed to very serious inconvenience by irregularities incident to the present line of communication between the Seat of Government and the City of' Saint John. To remedy this, whatever it may be necessary to do in other times and seasons, I earnestly recommend the expediency of completing such a communication with Saint John for winter travelling and Post Road as mey not be subject to those serious and dangerous ' . interruptions to which the present line must always be exposed, dur:mg the greater portion of the year." (page 103) 



Note 1: 

SOURCE "E" 

"Guide to New Brun~ick" 

Lugrin, C.H. 1 1886 

"Among the oountrie s, containing a sufficient are a of unoccupied land, 
to afford a home for a large number of new settlers, few possess as m~, 
and none more, features to recomment them as does New Brunswick. Whether 
the Provmce is considered in regard to the quality of the soil, the 
health:rulness of its climate, the extent and pennanent character of its 
domestic market for fann produce, its convenient position as respects a 
foreign market for its products, its adaptability for agriculture, cattle 
and sheepraising, or for manufactures • • • • • • in vbatever respect it may 
be regarded New Brunswick will be found well worthy of consideration of 
those who contemplate settling in America." (page 3) 

Note 2: 

•6ver 1&>,000 gallons of milk are shipped from Sussex to Saint John 
daily." (page 65) 



Note 1: 

SOURCE "F" 

"A Monograph on the Origins of Settlement 
in New Brunswick" 

Ganong, W .F. , 1904. 

•.u1 navigation being by water, the settlements of the period were al­
most exclusively on navigable waters, the earlier on waters navigable by 
vessels or boats, and the later on waters navigable at least for canoes. 11 

(page 71) 

Note 2: 

"During the War of 1812 all road building effort had been, for military 
reasons, centred upon the road to Canada, which ran by the St. Jolm and 
Madawaska, to Quebec, but it was not completed for many years. After the 
close of the War work was at once resumed on the other roads." (page 89) 

Note 3: 

"The importance of these roads (1812-1850) from our point of view con­
sisted in this, that many of the early settlements ~re located upon them. 
This had the double advantage of providing the settlers with roads read 
built, and of providing the roads with settlers who would offer accomoda­
tion for travellers, keep them broken open during the snows of winter, and 
steadily work to mprove them during the summer. 

Connnunication was also mproved in this period in another way, namely, 
by the establishment of steamboat lines, not only :to the United States and 
neighbouring provinces, but to St. Andrews and along the entire length of 
the St. John from its mouth to Edmundston. Indirectly these lines had an 
effect on the distribution of settlement, since they made more distant 
parts of the St. John accessible, and hence allowed some of the new settle-
ments to be fonned sane distance up its course. 11 (page 90) 

Note 4: 

"Canmunication having been much improved, especially by the building of 
raads (after 1812), it now became possible to fonn settl~m~nts away :rrom 
the navigable waterways, and second, all of the b~st posJ.tJ.ons,. and most of 
the best lands, having been preempted by the earlJ.er settlers, J.t ~as 
necessary for the settlements of this period to be fonned largely m less 



SOURCE "F" 

Note 4 {Continued) 

advantageous situations. 

Considered broadly, the new settlements of this period occupied four 
kinds of" situations, 

1. They were fonned on certain parts of the coast presenting fair 
lands, not previously taken up. 

2. The occupied lands on the principal r.i vers above the older 
settlements. 

3. They occupied positions along the courses of the Great Roads, 
which gave access to new land. 

4. They occupied good tracts of land, commonly, ridges on the 
bank lands as near to the old settlements as could be found." 

(page 91) 

Note 5: 

"As a rule the immigrants were extremely poor, connnonly landing in 
the Province with absolutely no possessions, even their passage being 
paid by Govenunent. It was necessary, therefore, not only to provide 
assistance until they could become self-supporting, but to grant them 
lands on the easiest possible terms." (page 76) 

Note 6: 

~reover, in 1786, the new Government divided the Province for con­
venience of local administration into eight counties, each with a central 
shire-town to contain the local administrative offices (court houses, 
jails, record and probate offices). The towns (properly parishes) thus 
chosen were St. Andrews, for Charlotte; Saint Jolm for St. John; Kingston 
(changed in 1871 to Hampton), for Kings; Gagetown, for Queens; Burton 
(temporarily Maugerville), for Sunbu~; Fredericton for York; Westmorland 
{changed in 1801 to Dorchester), for Westmorland; Newcastle, for Northumber-
land. In each case the most prominent or populous place or village in 
those parishes was selected as the site of the county buildings, vhich gave 
them an additional stimulus inducing a growth greater than would have been 
the case from natural envirorunental and other causes; so that in most 
cases those places have thus been aided to grow into the considerable 
villages or towns they have since become." (page 69) 



SOURCE "F" 

Note 7: 

• •••• it is comnonly affinned in the Province that New Brunswick has 
more miles of railroad, in proportion to its population, than any other 
country m the world. 

The first railroad planned in the Province was one from St. Andrews 
to Quebec, which, first discussed in 1835, was actually commenced in 
1851.• (page 103) 



SOURCE "G" 

"New Brtmswick" 
Gesner, A. 1847 

Note 1: 

"The manufacturing industry in Saint Jolm has advanced with the growth 
of the city. It has now three iron foundries, in which exalted steam 
engines and other machinery are made. There are also a number of flour 
mills turned by steam and water, for the manufacture of foreign grain, 
but, from the abWldant presence of timber, the sawing of logs into deals 
scantlings, shingles and laths, has called forth the greatest amount of ' 
capital. • (page 124) 

Note 2: 

"Besides being open to foreign trade, the situation of Saint John is 
very favourable for colonial traffic. The t:imber and other resources of 
the interior of the Province - and, since the settlement of the Boundary 
dispute, a part of the State of Maine - are transported down the river to 
the city, which commands the business of the towns and settlements above. 
It has also taken the traffic of the Bay of lt\mdy, and through that channel 
continues to draw away the production of Nova Scotia fran Halifax." (page 126) 

Note 3: 

"There are several shipbuilding establishments on the border of the bay 
(in Kings County) whence t:imber, deals and agriculture produce are shipped 
in large boats to Saint John. (page 145) 

Note 4: 

"Sussex 2,500. contains several churches, a salt works, post office." 
(page 147) 

Note 5: 

"Gagetown ••••• contams an Episcopal Church, Grammar School, Court Ho~se 
and gaol. Fran the town roads diverge to Frederioton, Ormmocto, Nerepl.s .. 
and other places and it is a shipping point for the produce of the district. 

Woodstook, 21000 people. 
School.• 

Court House, gaol, 4 Churches, 1 Bank, Grauuner 
(page 152) 



SOURCE "G" 

Note 6: 

"Saint John still continues to connnand the trade of the mole river. 
The lumbennan, when once fairly embarked on his raft or timber continues 
to descend the stream Wltil he reaches its mouth, and the surpius agri­
cultural produce of the rural districts will be carried to the brisk market 
of a seaport town, whence exportations are made with every facility. 

From such and other like causes, Saint John is rapidly advancing in 
wealth and population, while Fredericton remains stationery, and :in some 
degree dependent upon the money that fiows from the military chest. Re­
move f'ran the capital its warlike establishments, the Legislature and the 
public functionaries of high salaries, and it would soon be a plain country 
village, whose inhabitants would have to look to agriculture and manufactur-
:ing pursuits for their support." (page 161) 

Note 7: 

"The merchants of Fredericton obtain their chief supplies of goods from 
Saint John. They are brought up in steamers plying daily upon the river, 
except during the winter when the conmnmication is maintained by sleds 
drawn by horses over the ice. The large supplies of produce required by 
the lumber.men during their encampment in the woods are also chiefly purchased 
at the same place; and the preponderance in favour of lumbering pursuits is 
so great, that the labourious agricultural population under the present 
system of husbandry, are unable to supply their own wants and those of the 
timber gaugers employed in the vdlderness." (page 162) 

Note 8: 

"The facilities for procuring timber, the abundance of fish on the coasts 
and in the rivers and plenty of game, directed the attention of the early 
inhabitants aw~ from the til~age of the soil, and agriculture has been 
considered an inferior occupation. 

It has been supposed by many, that by draw:ing the population mvey frot:J. 
husbandry, lumbering pursuits have been disadvantageous to the coun~ry. To 
certain limits, such an opinion may be in some degree correct, but J.~ sh~uld 
be considered that the lumbermen have discovered and explored new dJ.stn.cts, 
they have ope~ed the winter roads, cleared rivers of obst~ctions, and been 
the pioneers of many flourishing settlements. From the tJJnber trade a 
number of small toV/ns have sprung up, conunerce has received its chief 
support, and the Province has received a large revenue." (P~.ge 167) 



SOURCE "G" 

Note 9: 

"1Iany settlers and squatters, therefore, prefer clearing a new place 
every year, to the cultivation of tracts fran which the tjmber has been 
removed. These men will remove their shanties into the deep recesses of 
the forest, where, to use their own phrase, they "lmock up a shanty", and 

h . " connnence c oppmg. (page 246) 

Note 10: 

trExcepting the mills and machinery employed in sawing wood, the manu­
facturers may be called domestic, as none of their productions are exported. 
The iron and coal employed in the foundries are imported from Great Britain 
notwithstanding both of these articles are abundant in the Province. The ' 
operations of the foundries are confined to the manufacture of such articles 
as are required by the country. In the larger towns there are breweries, 
tanneries, and snall establisl:mlents for making soap end candles, but the 
tables of trade show that the exports being the productions of the Province 
are objects in their natural state, or such as have only undergone the pre-
parator"J process of manufacture. (page 304) 

Note 11: 

"The first English settlement made on the Saint Johri was at Maugerville. 
In 1766 a number of families in Massachusetts obtained from the Goven-unent 
a grant of a township on the St. John, and innnediately removed to the above 
place, now known as the county of Sunbury. At different times during the 
Revolutionary W~, they were reinforced by families from New England. The· 
first camnission of the peace for this new settlement is dated 11th August 
1766, and the Courts of Common Pleas were held in S\.lllbury until 1783, when 
Frederioton became the seat of the government. 

The first inhabitants erected a fort at Oromocto. The sufferings and 
hardships endured by these people, from the time of their landing up to the 
close of the .American Revolutionary War can scarcely be conceived ••••••• u 

(page 50) 

Note 12: 

"The rapid increase in population may be ascribed in some degre: to the 
employment created by the t:imber trade. The average nwnber of emJ.grants 
that arrive in the Province annually is about 6,000; of these, not less than 
2 500 depart annually for the United States, and other places, leaving 3,500 
a~ the actual number of British emigrants who remain in the Province." 

Cpage 318) 



SOURCE "G" 

Note 13: 

"Of the great number of emigrants who land m New Brunswick from the 
returned t:imber ships, only a few remain and establish themselves in the 
Province ••••• • The current of Emigration flows m to the different parts 
of the American continent in proportion to the amoWlt of employment of­
fered to the labouring class. A great number of the immigrants intO' 
Canada during several years have found employment on public works. From 
the great number of public works carried on in the ·united States by the 
inhabitants, and by the expenditure of much British capital, employment 
has been given to thousands of Irish imnigrants." (page 372) 

Note 14: 

"Too often, poor emigrants linger about the sea port in the hope of 
obta:ining employment, until all their means are exhausted. 11 (page 572) 

Note 15: 

"The chief part of the immigrants that land in the country soon depart 
for the United States, and the few that remain are of the most indigent 
class." (page 373) 

Note 16: 

"It has been justly remarked by Mr. M 'Gregor, that a suspicion 
prevails among the working classes all over America, that the taking of 
a census implies the levying of a poll-tax, and therefore the real num­
bers of many families are withheld. Such an opinion is still common 
in New Brunswick." (page 315) 



Note 1: 

ijOURCE "H" 

ttRambles among the Bluenoses" 
Spendon, A.L., 1863 

"The people of Saint John apparently possess, on the whole., more of the 
American characteristics than that of the British." (page 63) 

Note 2: 

"During sunmer 6 small steamers ply daily between Saint J obn and 
Fredericton - and the ntnnber of persons who pass up and down the river is 
estimated at 60,000." (page 67) 



Note 1: 

SOURCE "I" 

"Report on the Agricultural Capabilities of 
New Brunswick." 

Johnston, J.w., 1850 

"Thus my friend and fellovr traveller, Mr. Brown, in reporting to me 
his observations made at the end of October upon the practical fanning 
of the River border between Gagetown and the Oromocto, makes the following 
most just remark: "Through the whole of these Settlements, if we except 
Gagetown and its :immediate vicinity, there has been comparatively little 
done in the way of farming in view of a crop for another year. Indeed 
there are no proper farming tools. Their ploughing is wretched, and so 
also are the ploughs. It is common to see the ploughman carrying his 
plough in his hand like a chain, or on his shoulder like a handspike, or 
holding by a pin stuck through a single upright handle. The fact appears 
to be that most of these farmers have a portion of island or intervale 
property, from which they annually obtain, with little trouble, a quantity 
of hay. This gives them a decided advantage over the farmers in the in-
terior, and enables them to plod on without attempting to adopt any of the 
improvements now going forward in the northern part of the Province." 

(page 4) 

Note 2: 
"Great Roads" 

Saint John to Fredericton 
Saint Jolm to St. Andrews 
Saint J olm to Quaoo 
Gondola Point to Fredericton 
Saint Jolm to Moncton 
Fredericton to Newcastle 
Fredericton to Woodstock 
Woodstock to Houlton 
Woodstock to Grand Falls 
Grand Falls to Madawasks 
Nerepis to Gagetown 
Salisbury to Harvey 
Hampton to Bellecote 

Other 

Total in New Brunswick 1 1 269 (1850) 

l!Iiles 

65 
65 
31 
70 
95 

106 
62 
12 
71 
40 
24 
42 

4 
8 

695 

(page 19) 



SOURCE "I" 

Note 3: 

"The cutting of timber in the forests of New Bnmswick and the subse­
quent hauling and floating of the logs and rafts to the mUls and harbours 
has hitherto been the main resource of the labourers of the Prov:ince. The' 
sawing and preparing of this timber has been the chief manufacture of the 
country; and the ll.Dllber thus obtained or produced, in its various fonns, 
has been the staple article of export, and of traffic with foreign markets. 

Such a trade as this, it is obvious, can only be carried on pennanently 
or in parts of the world which are unfit for agricultural purposes. In all 
other COWltries it can continue in a state of vigour only during the tran­
sition period, longer or sho:t:ter according to circumstances, which is 
necessary to. convert the wide forests into settled farms, and to replace 
the wild animals and the native timber trees by civilized tillers of the 
soil, and nutritious crops of corn. 

The decline of the timber trade of New Brunswick, therefore, supposing 
it ndt to have been overdone, and the natural forest resources of the Pro­
vince not to have been injudiciously squandered, is a natural and necessary 
consequence to the progress of agricultural settlement." (page 50) 

Note 4: 

"It is safe, I think, to conclude, that the actually slow progress and 
backward condition of the agriculture of the Province, and the hopeless 
condition of many of its cultivators, has arisen from the too eager and 
universal prosecution of this trade. It is not surprising therefore that 
the friends of agriculture in the Colony, who have considered it fitted for 
agricultural operations, and have regarded them as a surer and more perman­
ent source of wealth and general comfort than the occupation of the luniberer, 
should have looked with regret upon the continuance of the trade, and should 
have expected ultimate good to the Province fran tge late depressions and 
reverses to which it has been subjected." (page 51) 

Note 5: 

tt Another circumstance which has hitherto exercised an unfavourable in­
fluence upon the agricultural progres~ of the Provin~! ~d e~peciall~ upon 
the opinion entertained as to its agrJ.cultural oa.pab:LlJ.tJ.es, J.S the tJ.de of 
emigration from New Brunswick, which constantly sets more or ~ess :rtron~ly 
to the United States. During the last two or three years ~his em;grat:~.on 
has been more frequent and general than for some years prevJ.ously • 

.tpage 58) 



Note 1: 

SOURCE "J" 

"Seventy Years of New Brunswick Life" 
Baird, Wm.T., 1890. 

"Before the introduction of steam as a propelling power on the River, 
a boat ran between Saint J olm and Frederict on, driven by horse power. 
The first steamer was the General Smith in 1816. Following her was the 
St. George in 1825. 11 (page 48) 

Note 2: 

"(In 1823 - Carleton Co.) There being no highway road, the appear­
ance of a stranger was to the settlers an event, and the news as greedily 
seized upon as we now do our morning paper). with this difference, that re­
lated might have been several months old; and that read the event of 
yesterd~." (page 14) 

Note 3: 

"The River St. John was navigated by tow boats, drawn by horses. All 
the lumber-square tjmber and logs cut upon its banks was floated to Saint 
John." (page 17) 



Note,l: 

SOURCE "K" 

"An Accotmt of the Province of' New Brunswick" 
Thomas Baillie, London 1832 

"The settlements being confined to the margins along the rivers and 
other navigable streams, is occasioned, not by the dearth of good lands 
in the. int7rior, but by the want of good roads, and by the facility of 
canmunJ.catJ.on and carriage by water." (page 12) 

Note 2: 

"I have yet to describe another source of profit which our farmers who 
have settled on the banks of' the rivers have heretofore enjoyed. During 
the winter months, while the earth is locked up within an :impenetr$le 
barrier of' snow, a man can cut a few loads of pine or birch timber, either 
on his O'Wil. property or on the waste lands of the crown." (page 14) 

Note 3s 

"Uills for saw:ing timber are our principal and largest branch of 
machinery. In the neighbourhood of' a large sawmill a settlement of' 
several families is always seen, for employment is given to a blacksmith 
and a carpenter if not a millwright. The number of millers and labourers 
with their wives and children encourage a shoemaker, a tailor and other 
small traders to settle near them. • • • A mill workiilg two saw mills will em­
ploy four first rate millers, four second rate and two ordinary, thirty 
four conunon labourers and occasional work for a millwright, carpenter and 

blacksmith." (page 31) 

Note 4: 

"Saint John furnishes Fredericton with a considerable ~antity of the 
lime she consumes and the whole of the interior of the River St. John with 
English, West Indies anrl .American goods. Pine timber is the great article 
of export." (page 60) 

Note 5: 

"The different sorts of' grain, grasses and roots are here raised (in 
Kings and Queens) and the superfluity, which is not much, is sent to Saint 



SOURCE "K" 

Note 5 (continued) 

Jolm. This agricultural district contributes greatly to the supply of 
Saint John with butter and cheese." (page 68) 

Note 6: 

"The fruits of the soil raised in Sunbury and York are all that man 
requires, not only for subsistence and comfort, but even for luxuries. 
The parishes front ing on the St. John River supply a large part of the lum­
ber trade with hay, oats and Indian corn. Fruits .and culinary pl·ants are 
sent to Fredericton and Saint Jolm markets •••••••• Timber, mill lumber, 
tanner's bark, staves lathwood, shingles and fuel wood employ many indus-
trious persons for the support of Saint John." (page 76) 



Note 1: 

SOURCE "L" 

"The Economic Welfare of the Maritime Provincestt 
Saunders, s. A. 

"The early lumber industry of the maritime provinces was built on their 
forests of pine and was inextricably bo'und up with wooden ship building. 
For the most part the white pine was hewn into s~are t:i.mbers and shipped 
principally to England; Nova Scotia had a considerable trade with the West 
Indies, where lumber followed i.11 the wake of the codfish. As the larger 
and more accessible trees were exhausted, smaller d:imensions were utilized, 
and the square timber gradually gave place to sawn lumber of smaller size. 1-' 

(page 18) 

Note 2: 

"The growing demand of the American market, with the gradual exhaustion 
of their own resources, led to an increasing dependence upon the Maritimes. 
New Brunswick was most favourably situated to hundle this trade, for with 
her large rivers she was able to concentrate her production in mills of 
considerable capacity, which were best suited to cater to a market supplied 
by ever increasing quantities of the more highly finished conunodity. As 
the industry moved farther north, and especially on the St. John River, 
farther inland, following tre retreating timber supplies, greater dependence 
upon railway transportation was inevitable, and this in turn hastened the 
switch from the crudely drawn to a more highly finished product. 11 

(page 18) 



Note 1: 

SOURCE "M11 

"Canadian Probabilities n 
c. W. Wetmore, 

Saint John, 1889 

"Under Confederation New Brunswick has been continually between the 
upper and nether mill stone. 

a. At the outset she was deprived of her rights as to having the 
naturR1 principal Atlantic port of the Dominion. 

b. Many of the shoe and other factories were closed by the com­
petition of the larger establishments of Quebec and Ontario. 

c. A large portion of her import trade was d.i verted to the more 
extensive houses of the provinces just: mentioned. 



Appendix 2. 

~TATISTICAL SOURCES. 



TABlE 1. 

Number of Settlements During the-: Primary and 
Secondary Periods of Expansion. (i) 

Period St.Jolm Kings Queens Sunbury York Carleton Victoria Total 

1783-1819 7 23 13 5 10 4 2 

1820-1860 5 20 14 5 37 22 10 

Tot a 1 12 43 10 47 26 12 

Percentage of Total Settlement at Each Period. 

1783-1819 58.3 53.5 50.0 16.6 

1820-1850 41.7 46.5 51.9 50.0 78.7 83.4 

T o t a 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

(1) Adapted from Ganong, W.F. ttA Monograph 
on the Origins of Settlement in the 
Province of New Brunswick. tt Appendix 

64 

113 

177 

63.8 

100.0 



Period 

1783-1819 

182Q-1860 

Total 

1783-1819 

1820-1860 

Tot a 1 

TABIE 2., 

Origins of Settlements during the Primary and 
Secondary Periods of Expansion. ( 2) 

Native Origin Immigrant Origin Tot a 1 

62 9 71 

47 61 108 

109 70 17~ 

Percentage of Settlements by Origin during the 
Primary and Secondary Periods 

(1) 

87.3 

56.5 

Adapted from Ganong, \V.F. "A :MonogrE~.ph 
on the Origins of Settlement in the 
Province of New B:nmswick". Appendix 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 



TABLE 3!.. 

Regional Population, by Counties, 
for Decades 1831-1931 

(Canada Census Data) 
1 1 

Cotmties 1831 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 

St. John 18,339 33,458 38,475 48,922 52,120 52,966 49,574 51,759 53,572 60,486 61,613 

Kmgs 10,945 14,885 18,842 23,283 24,593 25,617 23,087 21,655 20,594 20,399 19,807 

Queens 6,465 8,450 10,634 13,359 13,847 14,017 12,152 11,177 10,897 11,679 11,219 

Stmbury 3,654 4,354 5,301 6,057 6,824 6,651 6,'762 5,729 6,219 6,162 6,999 

York 17,271 14,325 17,628 23,393 27,140 30,397 30,979 31,620 31,561 32,259 32,454 

Car1eton 13,666 11,108 16,373 19,938 23,365 22,529 21,621 21,446 21,100 20,796 

Victoria 5,4082 7,7012 4,407 '7,010 '7,705 8,825 11,544 12,800 14,907 

Totals 56,6'74 89,108 107,396- 139,088 148,869 160,023 151,788 152,386 155,833 164,885 167,795 

Absolute Increase 32,434 18,288 31,692 9,'781 11,154 - 8,235 598 2,8\11 9,692 2,910 
% Increase 5'7.2 20.5 29.5 7.0 '7.5 - 5.2 0.5 1.8 6.2 1.7 

(1) Estimates by natural, or arithmetical interpolation from intercensal periods. 
(2) Includes Madawaska. 



. T.ABIE 4. 

Regional Population by Counties, IntercensaJ. 
Periods 1824, 1834 and 1840 

(Canada Census Data) 

l 8 2 4 1 8 3 4 l 8 4 0 

St. Jolm 12,9Cf1 20,668 32,957 

Kings 8,030 12,195 14r,464 

Queens 4,741 7,~04 8,232 

Stmbury 3,227 3,838 4j~60 

York 10,972 10,478 13,995 

Carleton 9,493 13,381 

To t a 1 .......... 39,877 63,876 87,289 



TABLE 5. 

Agricultural Imports into New Brtmswick by 
Commodities and Quantities 

Commoditz Unit 1 8 2 4 1 8 4 5 

Grains 

Indian Com bus. 37,917 50,322 
Wheat bus. 5,418 263,752 
Rye bus. 2,226 
Oats bus. 9,863 78,664 
Barley bus. 1,452 

Grain Products 

Wheat Flour bbls. 1,088 63,171 
Rye Flour bbls. 32,512 12,756 
Com Meal bb1s. 3,448 40,632 
Bread owt. 5,+44 

Meats 

Salt Pork bb1s. 4,719 ll,885 
Beef bbls. 2,661 
Fresh Meat cwt. 488 

Butter and Cheese lbs. 137,100 

Fruits and Vegetables bus. 3,016 

SOURCE 

l 8 6 6 

73,670 

77,618 
35,166 

235,337 
5,097 

35,539 
2,872 

9,741 

151,439 

93,616 

1824 : Fisher, Peter - ''First History of New Brunswick", chapter on 
"Commerce". 

1845 1 Gesner, A. - ''New Brunswicktt, page 307 
1866 Canada Year Book, 1868, page 151. 



TABLE 6. -
Regional Urban PoEulation. 

Saint John and Fredericton 1831 - 1931 1 other urban areas at various decades. 

(Canada Census Data) 

1831 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 

Saint Jolm
2 

16,071 
l 

25,8031 33,902 42,000 41,325 41,353 39,179 40,711 42,511 47,166 47,514 

Fredericton 2~634 4 2043 4 2458 51652 6 1006 6 1 218 62502 7 1117 71 208 8 1114 8 1830 

Totals 18,705 29,846 38,360 47,652 47,331 47,571 45,681 47,828 49,719 55,280 56,344 

% Increase 59.5 28.5 24.2 - 0.6 + 0.5 - 4.0 + 4.7 + 3.9 + 11.2 1.9 

Wood.stock 2,282 2,487 3,288 3,644 3,856 3,380 3,259 

Grand Falls 530 644 1,280 1,327 1,556 

Marysvi11e 1,339 1,892 1,837 1,614 1,512 

Devon 1,924 1,977 

Hart land 879 9CJ7 

Sussex 2,460 3,070 2,767 

Total Urban 18,705 29,846 38,360 47,652 49,613 50,058 50,838 54,008 59,152 67,474 68,422 

%of total 
population 33.2 33.5 35.6 34.2 33.3 31.3 33.5 35.4 37.9 40.9 40~8 

1. Estimates by arithmetical interpolation. 
2. Includes Portland. 



TABlE ,!! •• 

Numbers or Persons Employed in Saw Mills, and average 
number per Establishment 

1851 - 1911 

(Canada Census Data) 

1 8 5 1 1 8 7 1 1 8 8 1 1 8 9 1 1 9 0 1 1 9 1 1 
No. per No. per No. per No. per No. per No. per 

Employees Estab1. Employees Establ. Employees Establ. Employees Establ. Employees Establ. Employees Estab1. 

St. John 803 15.7 2,261 39.7 2,141 41.1 1,912 57.9 1,431 55.0 1,210 45.8 

lUngs 197 2.6 259 3.8 343 6.8 290 6.9 178 12~7 

Queens 104 4.3 205 6.2 69 4.3 95 5.0 

~ 290 19.3 315 17.5 
Sunbury 60 5.0 98 14.0 50 7.1 34 11.1 

York 241 6.9 694 13.3 478 11.4 435 12.7 823 29.4 653 28.4 

Carleton 35 3.0 239 6.3 200 5.8 215 6.0 225 9.4 556 18.~ 

Victoria 13 1.4 60 3.5 66 3.1 202 8.4 502 29o5 736 14.4 

T o t a 1 s 1,453 6.7 3,816 14.0 3,347 15.1 3,183 16.5 3,449 27.8 3,467 23.4 



1840 

St. John 49 

Kings 68 

Queens 28 

Sunbury 15 

York 31 

Car1eton 22 

Victoria 

Totals ••••• 213 

TABIE 8~ 

Number of Saw Mills in the Region 
1840 - 1911 

(Canada Census Data) 

1851 1861 1871 1881 

51 75 57 52 

75 84 68 50 

24 42 33 16 

12 14 7 ·7 

35 42 52 41 

12 33 38 34 

9 15 17 21 

218 305 272 221 

1891 1901 1911 

33 26 27 

42 14 

19 ) 

~ 15 18 
3 

36 28 23 

36 24 29 

24 17 51 

193 124 148 



Year 

1851 

1861 

1871 

1881 

1921 

TABLE 9~ 

Birth Rates, Death Rates and 
Natural Increase (per 1,000 of' 

population) in the Region, 
by Decades for 1851, 1861, 

1871, 1881 and 1921. 

(Canada Census Data) 

Birth 
Rate 

29.6 

Death 
Rate 

10~6 

Natural 
Increase 

23.8 

13.8 

10.6 



County 

St. John 

lUngs 

Queens 

Sunbury 

York 

Car1eton 

Victoria 

Totals 

TABLE 10. 

Value of Shipbuilding Products 
in the Region, by Counties, 

1871 - 1891. 

(Canada Census Data) 

1 8 7 1 1 8 8 1 
Number Value Number Value 

of Estab- of of Estab- of 
listments Product 1ishments Product 

20 538,042 21 414,032 

8 107,800 7 28,600 

6 32,500 2 11,700 

2 45,500 

1 700 

3,022 

37 727,564 30 453,732 

1 8 9 1 
Number Value 

of Estab- of 
1isbments Product 

10 107,900 

5 43,400 

9 36,800 

24 188,100 



Table 11. 

Censuses of the St. Jolm River during the Period 
of French Occupation. 

1 6 9 5 

Personal. 

Chil- Servants 
District Houses Barns Families Males Females dren Male Female Total 

Je1:1s6C 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 2 11 
Freneuse 3 1 7 7 4 10 2 1 24 
Medocte 1 
Maxouat 3 2 2 3 2 4 4 l 14 

Totals 8 4 10 11 7 15 12 4 49 

Agricultural 
Lands (Arpents) Crops (bus) Cattle 

Culture Pasture Total Wheat Corn Oats Peas Horned Svvine Poultry 

Jemsec 65 30 95 80 30 18 lOO 22 50 150 
lt1reneuse 44 40 84 50 180 1~ 48 10, 47 122 
Medocte 15 15 
Maxouat 42 3 45 160 22 6 19 90 

Totals 166 73 239 130 370 30 170 38 116 362 

1 7 3 3 

Families Males Females Children Total 

Village D'Ecoupay 
Freneuse 
Mouth of the St. John 

Totals 

Maugerville 
St. John River 

Totals 

15 
2 
3 

20 

1 7 6 7 

M a 1 e s 
Men Boys 

77 72 
53 57 

130 129 

SOURCE: Canada Census 1871, Vol. 4. 

14 
2 
3 

19 

16 52 82 
2 7 11 
3 12 18 

21 71 111 

Females Religions 
Women Girls Oath. Prot. 

46 65 9 261 
40 42 143 29 

86 107 152 290 



TABlE 12. 

Origin of Immigrants in the Region 
and Percent Distribution by Cowtties 

1851!--

(Canada Census Data) 

% 
British Count :ies 

England Scotland Ireland Possessions Foreign Totals of Total 

St. John 1,133 896 12,872 509 394 15,804 57.0 

K:ings 372 253 2,718 81 69 3,493 12.6 

Queens 173 155 1,377 57 30 1,792 6.5 

Sunbury 50 68 809 62 47 1,036 3.7 

York 624 410 2,362 74 72 3,542 12.8 

Car let on 131 148 1,101 88 89 1,557 5.6 

Victoria 78 37 218 118 39 490 1.8 

Region Totals 2,561 1,967 21,457 989 740 27,714 100.0 

% Total ]mmigration 9.2 7.1 77.4 3.6 2~7 100.0 

New Brunswick Totals 3,907 4,855 28,776 1,550 1,344 40,432 

%Region of New Brunswick 65.5 40.5 74.6 63.8 55.0 68.5 



TABLE 13. 

Gainfully Employed in the Region at 1881 
Classified by Main Groups accord.mg 

to Trades 

(Canada Census Data) 

Numbers Gainfully Percent Numbers Gainfully Gainfully Employed 
Employed in the of Employed in St. in St. John County 

Region Total Jolm County as% of Total 
I 

Farming 27,472 48.4 1,465 5.3 

Labouring 6,159 10.9 2,365 38.4 

Woodworking 3,126 5.5 1,667 53.3 

Commerce 3,077 5.4 2,174 70.6 

Service 3,029 5.4 1,806 59.6 

Clothing and Leather 2,905 5.1 1,692 58.2 

Transportation 2,303 4.1 1,647 71.5 

Professional 1,820 3.2 646 35.5 

Iron and Steel 1,596 2.8 920 57.6 

Shipbuilding 1,021 1.8 944 92.4 

Building '761 1.3 558 '73.3 

Food Services 515 0.9 481 93.4 

Mineral 263 0.5 174 66.1 

Fishing 206 0~4 205 99.9 

Milling 1'73 0.3 23 13.3 

Miscellaneous Industries 
836 1.5 264 31.6 

Other 1,492 2.6 1,242 83.2 

T o t a 1 ••••••• 56,'754 100.0 18,273 32.2 



TABlE 14. -
Area of Improved Land and Number of Fanns in 

the Region, by Counties. 
1840 - 1951. 

(Canada Census Data) 

I m E r 0 V e d L a n d ~acres~ 
1840 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1951 

St. Jolm 19,134 21,725 25,286 29,212 25,158 34,508 16,493 20,427 14,659 12,998 

Kings 69,452 1ao,923 171,030 207,587 189,531 232,545 194,838 198,035 158,152 154,831 

Queens 43,089 63,719 85,423 9':'' ,150 100,519 111,112 ) 1~7 981 91,726 82,282 67,238 

Sun bury 12,262 15,587 29,178 36,634 36,902 41,802 ) i) ' 32,227 28,042 27,164-

York 44,818 69,017 90,413 123,367 132,753 170,531 148,191 154,709 126,153 114,169 

Car1eton 49,953 55,537 81,247 118,671 150,771 190,561 205,856 228,516 224,146 213,040 

Victoria 26,834 33,208 57,031 79,175 100,870 127,385 66,786 76,568 77,645 

T o t a 1 238,708 373,342 513,785 671,652 714,609 881,728 830,744 792,426 710,002 667,085 

N u m b e r 0 f F a r m s 
1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 

St. Jolm •••••••••••••••••• 880 1,133 1,332 1,346 917 905 622 500 

Kings •••••••••••••••••• 3,323 3,560 3,862 3,874 3,239 3,374 3,112 2,860 

Queens •••••••••••••••••• 1,834 2,009 2,191 2,171 ~ 2,781 1,898 1,911 1,628 

Sun bury •••••••••••••••••• 791 996 1,016 1,014 949 914 745 

York •••••••••••••••••• 2,339 3,083 3,544 3,876 3,288 3,590 3,169 2,739 

Car1eton •••••••••••••••••• 2,095 2,689 3,280 3,389 2,947 3,100 2,881 2,570 

Victoria •••••••••••••••••• 812 1,611 2,301 2,736 2,875 1,628 1,618 1,447 

To t a 1 •••••••••••••••••• 12,074 15,081 17,526 18,406 16,047 15,444 14,023 12,489 



TABlE 15. -
Regional Type of Fanning Ratios 

1860 - 1931 

(Canada Census Data) 

Per N.B. 
Farm 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1931 

Number of Farms 
Occupied Land acres 171.1 144.3 124.9 153.0 147.3 149.8 161.4 122.0 
Improved Land acres 42.6 44.5 40.8 47.9 51.8 51.3 50.6 53.4 39.1 
Field Crops acres 29.6 27.5 33.0 34.0 33.9 27.3 28.2 

Horses no. 1.6 1.6 1.7 2.5 2.1 2.1 2.1 1.9 1.6 
Cows no. 3.3 5~2 3.7 3.3 3.9 3.6 3.7 3.9 3.0 
Other Cattle no. 4.2 2.7 3.2 2.8 3.6 3.2 3.8 3.1 3.4 
Sheep no. 9.5 7.4 6.3 5.3 6.0 4.6 5.5 4.5 4.2 
Swine no. 3.1 1.8 1.3 1.4 1.6 2.9 2.6 3.2 2.6 
Hens 16.9 20.9 29.2 33.9 47.9 42.0 
Other Poultry 

Wheat acres 0.3 1.0 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 
bus 5.3 4.4 . 

Barley acres 0.1 0.1 0.07 0.1 0.4 0.3 
bus 1.6 o.7 1.1 2.2 

Oats acres 5.2 7.2 6.8 7.6 8.7 6.4 
bus 128.5 116.2 116;4 108.6 

Hay acres 13.1 13.0 15.3 20.6 22.5 21;6 24.9 17.4 
Tons 15.9 13.6 

Pot at os acres 1.4 1.3 0.9 1.0 1.1 2.3 2.6 1.8 
bus 126.3 193.4 

Gardens and Orchards acres 0.3 0.3 0.5 o.8 0.5 



TABIE 16 

Trade of New Brunswick 

Canada Year Book 1867 - page 82 

I m ;e 0 r t s ~ ~ 000 ~ 
1856 1857 1858 1859 1860 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865 

United Kingdom 2,585 2,578 1,720 2,269 2,286 1,713 1,965 2,584 3,598 2,284 
u.s.A. 3,450 3,017 2,708 3,120 3,303 3,015 2,961 3,550 3,317 3,056 
Canada 187 156 157 191 197 191 177 245 247 
Nova Sootia 721 825 866 917 797 862 1,094 1,360 1,071 
Other 1,287 308 172 385 247 221 221 253 425 429 

T o t a 1 7,302 6,811 5,581 6,797 6,944 5,943 6,200 7,658 8,945 7,087 

E X p 0 r t s ( $ 000 ) 

United Kingdom 3,589 2;997 2,566 3,439 2,626 3,077 2,284 2,888 2,733 2,595 
u.s.A. 832 761 786 1,133 1,192 843 889 1,245 1,266 1,737 
Canada 4 . 8 36 45 54 48 43 60 86 
Nova Scotia 374 286 302 306 286 341 400 557 569 
Other 731 269 246 242 230 286 295 365 438 548 

T o t a 1 5,152 4,405 3,892 5,152 4,399 4,546 3,857 4,941 5,054 5,535 



Forest Products 

Ships 

Fish Products 

Mineral Products 

Animal Products 

Manufactured Products 

Agricultural Products 

Other Products 

T o t a 1 ••••••••• 

TABLE 17. 

New Brunswick Exports, by Main 
Groups. 1862-1865. 

Canada Year Book 1867 - Page 84. 

% Group 
1862 1863 1864 1865 Total of Total 
f~ $ 3 ---~-,~ ---- -~~~~---- - - ---- % 

2,787,020 3,651,720 3,399,052 3,643,522 13,481,314 52.8 

1,180,200 1,950,600 1,760,400 1,257,900 6,149,100 24.2 

303,477 265,724 305,682 412,127 1,287,010 5.0 

220,183 270,566 324,359 293,744 1,108,852 4.3 

41,760 26,373 56,257 72,651 197,041 o.8 

37,146 41,043 19,112 50,675 147,976 0.6 

11,738 241709 27,017 103,610 167,074 0.6 

455,214 661,096 922,126 958,399 2,996,835 11.7 

5,036,738 6,891,831 6,814,005 6,792,628 25,535,202 100.0 



TABLE 18. 

Exports of T:imber Products from New Brunswick 
1824 to 1S65 

(Chiefly through Saint Jolm) 

Units 1824 1834 

Uasts and Spars No. 5,992 4,292 

Oars Pairs 4,434 8,564 

Hand spikes No. 3,524 1,140 

Staves M. 3,813 486 

Square Timber Tons 324,211 184,747 

Lathwood Cords 6,410 3,666 

Planks, Boards and Deals H feet 21,383 36,811 

Shingles M. 2,911 5,856 

Laths M. 2 

Box Shooks No. 

SOURCES: 

1845 1865 

2,602 

2,117 

1,008 

244,864 43,143 

4,206 

138,397 334,419 

8,371 94,332 

1,805 31,589 

581,120 

1824 Fisher, Peter "The First Histocy of New Brunswick", page 79 
1834 Martin, R.M. "A History of Nova Scotia", page 172 (1836) 
1845 Gesner, A. "New Brunswick", page 301 
1865 Canada Year Book, 1867. 



TABLE 19. 

Saw Mill Products in the Region 
by Value and County Percentages 

1871 - 1911!. 

(Canada Census Data) 

% of ~b of ~b of %of %of 
Total Total Total 1 Total 1 Total 

Counties 1871 Value 1881 Value 1891 Value 1901 Value 1911 Value 
$ $ $ $ $ 

St. John 2,632,892 64.1 2,621,365 72.4 2,767,262 68.9 1,448,337 44.9 2,536,917 43.5 

Kings 291,191 7.1 155,345 4.3 271,220 6.7 118.043 3.7 (2) 

Queens 197,390 4.8 22,235 0.6 68,250 1.7 ) 

~ 174,165 5.4 384,900 6.6 
Sunbury 53,200 1.3 17,600 0.5 7,412 0.2 

York 682,165 16.6 591,915 16.3 553,366 13.8 733,576 2.8 722,455 12.4 

Ca.r1eton 193,260 4.7 168,425 4.6 179,860 4.5 191,913 6.0 928,075 15.9 

Victoria 55,980 1.4 48,139 1.3 171,520 4.3 554,287 17.2 1,260,402 21.6 

T o t a 1 4,106,078 100.0 3,625,024 100.0 4,018,890 100.0 3,220,321 100.0 5,832,749 100.0 

1. Includes Log Products, Lumber and Lumber Products. 

2. Not available except combined with Albert County. 



TABLE 20. 

Ship Tonnage built in New Brunswick by 
5 year averages 

1826 - 1889 

Index 
Period Tonnage 1826-:30 = 100 

1826-30 17,355 lOO 

1831-35 18,084 104 

1836-40 39,213 226 

1841-45 27,602 159 

1846-50 37,291 215 

1851-55 66,682 384 

1856-60 51,498 297 

1861-65 66,514 383 

1868-70 30,663 177 

1871-75 41,429 239 

1876-80 28,977 167 

1881-85 19,046 110 

1886-89 5,014 29 

SOURCES: 

1826-1860 Innis and Lo'\rer, "Select Documents in Canadian 
Economic Histor,y", 1933, page 426. 

1861-1865 : Canada Year Book 1867, page 56. 
1868-1889 : Trade and Navigation Reports, Table 9. 



St. John 
Kings 
Queens 
Sunbu:r:y 
York 
Car1eton 
Victoria 

T o t a 1 

St. John 
Kings 
Queens 
Sun bury 
York 
Car1eton 
Victoria 

T o t a 1 

TABLE 21. 

Value of Manufacturing Production 
and Capital Invested in the Region, 

by Counties, 1871-1911 

(Canada Census Data) 

Value of Product 

1871 1881 1891 
$ $ # 

8,312,627 7,648,067 10,240,799 
869,331 562,508 692,245 
430,674 96,287 240,239 
176,727 66,280 35,737 

1,345,018 1,524,'71'7 2,091,969 
778,330 624,960 848,118 
14'7,118 163,049 287,065 

12,059,825 10,685,868 14,442,1'72 

Capital Invested 

$ $ $ 

2,2'75,377 3,966,079 3,137,914 
308,069 329,055 235,755 

) 176,280 49,332 70,853 
64,122 33,510 21,133 ) 

495,896 585,100 1,301,263 
267,510 279,574 341,968 
61,207 75,654 128,249 

3,648,461 5,318,304 5,237,135 

1 
1901 
$ 

8,275,555 
407,638 

) 
) 179,012 

1,943,046 
1,032,590 

520,265 

12,358,106 

$ 

'7,145,645 
382,771 

178,058 

2,719,704 
841,922 
608,482 

11,876,582 

1. Includes only establishments employing more than 5 hands. 

2. Not available except combined with Albert. 

1911
1 

$ 

11,179,491 
(2) 

464,880 

2,958,244 
2,045,098 
1,522,187 

-
18,169,900 

$ 

11,140,395 
( 2) 

358,010 

3,031,822 
1,451,080 
1,124,921 

17,106,228 



TABLE 22. 

Average Per Fann Numbers of Live stook and 
Acres of Crops, by Provinces. Census 1931 

-
Prince New 

Nova Edward Bruns- Saskat- British 
Scotia Island wick Quebec Ontario l:Ianitoba chewan Alberta Columbia 

Horses (Nos.) 1.1 2.3 1.5 2.2 3.0 6.0 7;3 7.5 2.2 
Cows tt 2.7 3.5 2.9 6.2 5.8 5.2 3.5 4.5 3.9 
Other Cattle .. 2.8 4.3 3.3 6.3 7.3 7.2 5.2 7.0 5.0 
Sheep •• 5.0 6.1 4.2 5.4 5.4 4-.0 2.0 8.1 5.6 
Swine " :)..1 3.2 2.5 5.4 7.1 7.2 6.9 10.8 2.0 
Hens " 31.6 67.9 37.7 57.8 117.2 92.7 78.1 77.3 164.0 

Wheat (acres) .07 1.6 .2 .3 3.3 48.3 110.1 81.5 2.5 
Barley " .2 .3 .3 ~7 2.3 20.8 10.1 7.3 .4 
Oats " 2.2 11.6 6.4 12.2 12.3 28.0 31.5 25.3 3.3 

Hey- .. 10.7 18.3 17.4 27~7 19.3 5.4 1.3 3.0 7.4 
Potatos .. .6 4.2 1.8 1.1 .9 .7 .3 .4 .a 



Year 

1861 

1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911
2 

1921 

1931 

Table 23 

Birth Places of the People in the Region, and 
%Distribution by Decades 1861-1931 

Canada Census 

New 
Brunswick Canada England Ireland Scotland 

104,589
1 

3,348 22,370 2,427 

119,050 3,878 3,160 16,898 2,176 

141,646 5,364 2,936 12,204 2,4:35 

142,166 4,732 2,755 7,083 1,816 

146,784- 5,064 2,527 3,872 1,199 

144,546 6,874 4,750 933 1,275 

145,133 7,681 5,077 918 2,o55 

United 
States 

2 

2,321 

3,121 

2,730 

3,674 

3,881 

3,810 

Percent Distribution of the People in the Region, 
by Place of Birth, 1861-1931. 

1861 75.21 2.4 

1871 80.0 2.6 2.1 

1881 83.9 3.1 1.7 

1891 87.5 2.9 1.6 

1901 89.2 3.0 1.5 

1911 

1921 87.3 4.2 2.8 

1931 86.4 4.5 3.0 

(1) Includes those, born in Canada 

( 2) Not recorded 

16.1 

11.5 

7.2 

4.3 

2.3 

0.5 

0.5 

1.7 
2 

1.5 1.6 

1.4 1.8 

1.1 1.6 

o.s 2.2 

o.a 2.3 

1.2 2.3 

Other 

6,354 

1,086 

988 

993 

1,289 

2,595 

3,118 

4.6 

0.7 

0.9 

1.0 

1.2 

2.1 

2.1 



TABLE 24. 

Statistics of Banks in the Region 
1840 and 1866 

1 8 4 0 
Paid up Paid up 
Capital Capital 

In Saint John $ $ 

Bank of New Brunswick 100,000 600,000 

Commercial Bank 150,000 600,000 

Bank of British North America 1,000,000 600,000 

City Bank 50,000 

Totals 1,300,000 1,aoo,ooo 

In Fredericton 

Westmorland Bank 60,000 

Peoples Bank 60,000 

Central Bank 15,000 

Totals 15,000 120,000 

1 8 6 6 

Circulation Speoie 

$ $ 

361,417 167,185 

323,829 31,852 

250,000 100,000 

935,246 299,037 

89,712 9,303 

~9,157 35,345 

188,869 44,648 

SOURCES: 1840 - Gesner, A. "Nevv Brunswick", page 313. 1866: Canada Year Book 1867. 

Deposits · 

$ 

765,330 

215,995 

300,000 

1,281,325 

27,522 

55,396 

82,918 



County 

St. Jolm 

Kings 

Queens 

Sun bury 

York 

Car1eton 

Victoria 

T o t a 1 

TABLE 25. 

Number of Churches in the Region 
1840 - 1861. 

(Canada Census Data) 

1 8 4 0 1 8 5 1 

28 40 

34 61 

19 40 

8 15 

30 45 

19 25 

8 

............. 138 234 

1 8 6 1 

56 

88 

50 

20 

67 

40 

10 

331 



TJ...BIE 26. 

Temperatures! at Saint John and Fredericton 

Saint John Frede ricton 

Uean Mean Extreme Extreme Mean Mean Extreme Extreme 
Mean Moodmum l•tinimum Maximum IA:inimum Mean Maximum Minmn.m Maximum Minimum 

January 19 28 10 53 - 21 13 23 2 55 - 35 

February 20 28 12 50 - 19 15 26 3 53 - 35 

March 28 36 21 58 - 10 26 36 16 65 - 27 

April 39 46 31 75 6 39 49 28 83 - 5 

May 48 56 41 87 26 51 62 39 92 24 

June 56 64 49 87 35 60 72 48 96 27 

July 61 68 54 89 41 66 77 55 96 38 

August 61 68 54 89 42 64 75 53 95 32 

September 56 63 49 87 32 56 67 45 92 23 

October 47 54 40 75 21 45 55 36 82 13 

November 36 42 30 62 - 9 32 40 24 68 - 16 

December 24 32 16 54 - 20 19 28 10 58 - 31 

Year •••••••••••• 41 49 34 89 - 21 41 51 30 96 - 35 

(1) Fifty Year Observations. 



1 8 2 4 1 
0-15 over 15 0-15 

St. John 110 1~ 113 

Saint John 106 100 101 

Kings 106 122 105 

Queens 101 116 101 

Stmbury 105 127 106 

York 107 126 102 

Fredericton 90 112 104 

Car1eton 101 

Victoria 

Totals 108 120 104 

TABIE 27. 

Sex Ratios in the Region by Age Groups, 
(0-15 years and over 15 years) 

1824 - 1861 

8 3 4 1 8 4 0 1 8 5 1 
over 15 0-15 over 15 0-15 over 15 

112 105 111 102 103 

91 101 89 lOO 87 

109 110 113 108 107 

116 95 116 105 112 

127 109 118 108 112 

125 104 123 106 114 

97 104 91 98 94 

122 10'7 119 109 113 

103 118 

110 104 107 104 103 

1 8 6 1 
0-15 over 15 

103 106 

100 87 

105 112 

106 114 

102 125 

104 122 

101 89 

106 123 

102 116 

103 108 



St. John County 

Saint John 

Kings 

Queens 

Sunbury 

York 

Fredericton 

Car1eton 

Victoria 

Totals •••••••• 

TABIE 28 

Regional Sex Ratios, by Counties 1824 - 19:31 
(Men to 100 Women) 

Saint John and Fredericton shovm separate 1y. 

(Canaia Census Data) 

1824 1834 1840 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 

127 112 108 102 105 101 107 110 114 111 107 108 

100 94 93 92 92 90 90 92 89 91 90 91 

114 107 no 107 109 106 104 104 106 104 106 108 

124 107 105 109 111 110 108 109 106 108 112 117 

120 116 114 110 114 111 108 115 114 114 112 114 

116 112 113 110 114 109 109 107 108 110 110 110 

101 99 96 95 94 91 88 89 91 87 88 87 

110 113 111 115 108 107 106 105 106 107 108 

109 109 114 117 112 120 122 113 112 

114 106 106 104 106 103 102 102 102 103 103 103 



St. John 

Saint John 

Kings 

Queens 

Sunbury 

York 

Fredericton 

Car1eton 

Victoria 

TABlE 29. 

Age Groups 0-15 Years as Percentage 
of the Total Population in the Region 

by Counties 
1824 - 1861 

(Canada Census Data) 

1824 1834 1841 1851 

43.1 47.3 44.2 44.2 

41.5 50.2 42.8 43.0 

48.2 50.3 46.5 44.7 

51.8 50.9 49.3 41.6 

43.9 48.5 49.3 48.6 

49.0 50.2 49.8 45.9 

42.7 45.6 42.2 42.7 

53.1 50.9 47.1 

50.7 

1861 

42.9 

40.6 

42.8 

43.3 

41.7 

44.1 

38.9 

43.7 

50.9 



County 

St. John 

Kings 

Queens 

Sunbury 

York 

Car let on 

Victoria 

TOTAL ••••••••• 

TABLE 30 

Number of Schools and Enrolment 
in the Region, by Counties 

1851 - 1871 

1 8 5 1 
Number of Enrol-

Schools ment 

108 1,992 

98 1,912 

54 1,180 

24 556 

67 1,701 

56 1,173 

16 295 

423 8,809 

1 8 6 1 
Number of Enrol-

Schools ment 

62 7,420 

143 2,978 

80 1,606 

38 809 

91 2,839 

63 2,274 

23 550 
..... ~~-.&.-

500 18, 476 

Sources: 1851 and 1861 - Canada Census 1871, Vol. 4 

1 8 7 1 
Number of Enrol-

Schools ment 

128 6,465 

100 3,283 

58 1,761 

22 698 

75 2·,637 

69 2,375 

34 913 

486 18,132 

1871 - Report of the Superintendent of Schools, N.B., 
Journal of Assembly 1871. 

Average 
Attendance 

3,627 

1,592 

893 

360 

1,412 

1,227 

538 

9,649 
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