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THE NEGRO IN CANADA. 

INTRODUCTION 

Canada was settled by two large slave-own1ng nations 

during the per1od that Negro slavery flour1shed,but few slaves 

were brought her~.As an adjacent territory offering freedom it 

was for nearly a hundred years the refuge of slaves escap1ng 

from the United States,yet Negroes have always been a very small 

part of its population.The twelve m1llion Negroes in the United 

States and the seven million in the West Indies are much nearer 

than the European countr1es which have poured millions of 

immigrants into Canada,but their contr1but1on has been negllglble. 

Is 1t mere chance that they have not come 1n larger numbers?Does 

the lack of economic attract1on expla1n their absence?Is it the 

coldness of the climate that has prevented extens1ve Negro 

settlement?Or has there been some direct or indirect influence 

in Canadian public pol1cy? It is the purpose of this thesis to 

attempt an answer to these quest1ons by exam1n1ng the histor1cal 

background of the Negro in Canada,and the status and opportunities 

of the race under the conditions of life 1n this country. 

Since the wave of sent1ment aroused by the United States 

Fugitlve Slave Laws died out the matter has rece1ved pract1cally 

no attention 1n Canada.Thls neglect can in general be expla1ned 

by the small number of Negroes 1n the Dom1n1on,anything concerning 

them was overwhelmed by more urgent problems of racial and 



il 

immlgration pollcy,and the social and economic ~tatu~ of these 

in the country was so low that they d1d not seem to be of much 

slgnificance.But it 1s unlikely that their present position is 

permanent and final.Canada has not been altogether isolated 

from the increas1ng mlgratory movement of the race 1n America, 

and the colour question everywhere is grow1ng more clamourous 

than ever before.The matter may aga1n become of public interest 

in this country. 

--~~-~~--~-~------~----~---~-



~~iEORIES OF THE l~GRO'S PROPER HABI1AT. 

Of fundamental importance to the subject is the question 

of the Negro's suitability for life in the Canadian clirrJ.ate ... ~s soon 

as it was discovered that negresence increased as one went fronl 

the Pole? towards the Equator t~;is fact vras accepted as evidence 

t].'la t a warm, damp region was the only sui table habitat for the lJe;ro 

race. It }lad not yet been tested by eXlJerience when the Slave l'rc::Jde 

was going on, and it went unchallenged for so:netiDe afterwards.l:o 

doubt it was responsible for the adviGe Louis :>ClV e;o..ve with >lis 

permission to im_port Guinea slaves 1nto ~~'Jebec, that "care should be 

taken lest the negroes perish frohl the unaccustomed rigour of the 

new climate, and thu.s ca:1s e t 1,1e import.:1nt lJroj ec t to fail", 1 and in 

writing of the l~egroes in }.ova :Jcotia in 1873 i~ore regretted t_hat 

they had not been cle:prJrted Yli th the others, s 1nce tt the climate of 

Sierra Leone would be far more suited to the habits and peculiarities 

of their race than the cold cli1nate of their adopted home". 2~1..s late 

as 1909 Semple confidently repeated the earlier opinion of Brinton 

thatthe catarrhal zone north of the 40th parallel in America soon 

exterminates the negroes,and added that the a.cclimitisation of 

tropical l)eople in temperate ret,ions v;ould never become a question 

of widespread iruportance since they vrere co~1centrated in the "black 

belt" wfire they found the heat and moisture in which they thrived. 3 

.Jut the Negro was not satisfied to stagnate in heat and 

moisture,and the adaptability he has shown on this continent has 
~ 

confaunded these prophets of his cliv1atic destiny.In 1928 the Editor 

of the American Negro observed,"The sharp reversal of the movement 

lHamil to.n;-J .c., "Slavery in Canada,. ,:Magazine of A1nerican History, Vol.25 
2More,W.H.,History of ~ueen's County,N.S. 
3Semple,E.C.,The Influence of Geograr)hical Environment. 
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of the center of colored POI.Yu.l:::;, t_1on from a sou t}Tv.res terly to a 

northeasterly direction has upset Lord 3ryce's uidely acce}ted 

theory that the l~egro 's probler.a v1ould solve i tseif through his 

segregation in the warmer Gulf States which were supposed to be 

better adapted to his tr·o})ical nature'". 1 And: Professor W~lley of 

k:cGill University says,"The African Hegro,transplanted to America, 

is distinguished for his adaptability and for the ease ~1th which 

he has become assi_::~tlated in a country not his own. The colour of the 

skin and the texture of the hair may have been at one time an :~ndex 

of climatic fitness,but the or1ginal causes which led to these 

structual features no longer exist. "2 The :..-egro hc:s bec\)l~le eury­

thermal,he is not chained by his biological inheritance to a fixed 

envirohment. 

-~~Iin~~-ood Reade,one of the first to study the .n.frican 

peoplles in their own home ,made the s ign.i_f icant observation that. J ' t..ne 

"l~egroes of South Africa, enj eying a:'l excellent climate and a \:ilole­

so~e supply of food,are superior to most other peo;le rif their race"~ 
but it was a long time before the implicat1ons of this view became 

a general theory.At the same t.t:::e th::_:,,t Bryce and Semple v.,ere v;ri ting 

Sir Harry Johnston concluded fro~.; his own experience that "the l~egro 

probably sts,nds cold as \·,;ell as the r.-hi te man does,and in l'~orth 

America and South Afr1ca his race is a.s much stiLlula ted to better . physical and mental development by a temperate climate as is the 

case uith the Caucasian••,4and later research into the effect of 

clir:11.e upon mankind generally has supported this op1nion. In 1915 

Dr.Iiatthew told the .American AcadE:n::.:;· of ~)cience that the white 1aan's 
lack olf! adaptation to a :·_tro}Jica~, cl-ima.te is) also true ,.al thou6 h to a 

lTheA.mer.ii.can llegro,Intrtiduction.Amer.Academy of Political & Uocial 
~ciences. 2Strathcona ?rofessor of Zoology,in a letter to the writer. 

3Winwood Read e., "lartyrdom of Man", Chapter 2, The Africans. 
4H. Johns ton, n The Negro in the Nev.; World 11

, Chapter 1. . 
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less exl.§ent of the lower races o·f man. The most accli:r;mJted race-the 

Negro-reaches its highest physical development not in the great 

equatorial forests,but in the drier and cooler highlands of Eastern 

Africa;and when transported to the temperate United States the ·\iest 

Coast Negro yet finds the environment a more favourable one than that 

to which his ancestors have been endeavouring for Genturies to 

accustom themselves".And Huntington in a still more recent book on 

the relation of civilisation to climate ree .. ches the conclusion that 

the human race seems to have the best health when the average 

temperature for day and night together is 64 degrees J?ahrenheit. "Even 

the dusky &~erican negroes whose ancestors have lived for unnumbered 

ages in the tropical heat of Africa,and who still live where it is 

fairly \,~;::::.rm,are at the1r best in a temperature scarcely higher than 

that whlch is the most favonable for blond Finns under the shadow 

of the Arctic circle."lTJ:is amounts to saying that t~r is no such 

thing as a ~~·Jhi te 1~Ian 's \iorld apart frou a J3lack lCan 's -~-iorld, what is 

good for one will under the same social and economic conditions be 

equally good for the other,and the present evidence of ethno-

geography is that"many coloured races have shown their capacity to 

become gradually acclimatised to cold lati tudes,while fair ra.ces 

have not proved so adapt:::Jble when they move to the tropics".2 

In 1915,however,a paper was read before the Canadian 

Antiquarian Society containing the statement "la vitalit{ du noir, 

du moins en ce pays,~tait du court dur{e -~-.?our la sal':lt{ de ces 
I 

lndividus,la plupart nes dans les Etats de Sud,le cliuo..t excess1f du 
(. 

Canada ~evait etre r1coureux et prejudiciable.~ussi presqu'aucun, 
~ 

sauf quelque exceptions,n'atteignit nn age avance".This was but the 

expression of an unquestioned popular opinion,but since the life of 

lE.Hun~in~ll;"vyorld Power and ·Evolution",l919. ~,qf 
2G • H.L,-F. Pl tt-Rrvers, Clash of Culture, 1924. t'Race J.Kixtn.re&Adapta t 1on. n 

30.H.Lapallce, "Les EGclD.ves Noirs sous le Reg1rne Francais" Canadian 
Antiquarian&Humismatic Journal,~rd Serles,V~l.l2,3. 
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enslaved lTegroes everyvrhere tended to be 'du court duree' and the1r 

numbers in the south vrere only ke}!t up by ~mportat1on, 1t hardly 
the · 

suppl1es accurate ev1dence as to the f1tness of race for acclimat1sation 

Records of slaves who came 1n YJl th the Un1 ted Empire Loyal1sts e1ve 
' 
a quite different 1mpression of :Hesro hardihood."On the faithfulness 

of these attendant lTegroes"says ~Ja.tson 8n1ith 11 the voyagers vrere in 

great _measure dependent for their progress and the1r coLlfort. The o8,r, 

pl1ed by the1r strong arm, somet i~-,1es aided the sail of their rude 

bateaux,and at bther times replaced 1t;the cam~ often owed both safety 

and coml)ort to the Ekill and deftness of their not unwitling 
1 

llo..ncls • " 

And the remarkable longevity of son1e ex-slaves has attrqcted constant 

attention.In 1783 JeTemiah Johnson,about 101 ye~rs of age,was living 

at Liverpool,::;·ov2. Scotia,and could still "perform co~sidera.ble l2:.bour", 

while '.Jilliam Turner living at 1Jristol at the same tirne was 113 years 

old. 2A Negro woman died in Nova Lcotia in 1893 at the age of 106,and 

in 1871 the cle2.th was rer:orted at Cornwall of et ~\egro 105 _years old 

vrl~o h~ been wounded at Lundy 's Lane. 3J:lro ba b1y the last of the ex-

slaves,and one of the oldest men in Canada,was the l~egro who died only 
4 

recently at ~elland at the age of 109 years. 

The l~egro death rate on th1s c cntinent has certainly been 

continua~sly higher than the ~hite,but it is doubtful Tihether the 
• 

vast amount of st~tistics and arG1UJents devoted to the subject in the 

United States,most of them fs.r fro:t~~ disinterested o± unprejudiced, 

prove anything except that an unaccustoL~ed env1ronment, irrespective 

of its climatic natlJ.re,is more lethal than the habitual one.The 

average death rate over the period 1915-1919 was eleven per hundred 

higher among Eegroes in Sout~ern cities than among those in Northern 

citles,but the only area that showed a surv1val rate was the rural 

10Jdlth,Yl.H.,"Sl!"1very in Canada",Nova Scotia Historical 00ciety Hccords, 
21:o re , o p • c it ~ V o 1 • 1 0 , 18 ~~ CJ • 
3 . . th . t 4"" t . 1 ('•t l h ~J?' 19 .... ...._0. Jral . , op. c 1 • -l~J.o n rea u ar, l.arc ..... ...., v 
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districts of the South,v:here the deaths per hundred births v1ere 
1 

sixty-six, against one hi_;_ndred and t-,uenty-seven in Southern cities. 

And a few years later a ?rofessor of Howard University claimed that 

the latest anthropometric report of the Army ~urgeon-General showed 

that the r:egro was supe:tmor to the Y:hi te in every physical lneasure­

ment except breadth and depth of chest,and his mortality rate could 

therefore"be due to no other reason than his general indifference 

and ignorance regardJ.ng tl:e rules of health and sslf-preservation". 2 

Because of his inferior lung developn1ent the Uet;ro has 

shown a p2.rticulc:rly fatal susceptibility to pulucna:t~y disease,and 

this, it used to be thought,would elimine.te him from temperate regions: 

but "there has been a remarkable i~:~l)rovement in this condition in 

recent years". 3Among colored people insured in the Letropolitan 

Insurance Company de:1.tha from t-Jberculosis decreased by 4lit e .. nd from 

1 4I~ . pneumonia by ·14.3}J bet,l.'een 1911 and 19G3. Lr J.s only reasonable to 

expedt that wit~ good living conditions after a period of ad~~stment 

the h1gh rate of Eegro mortality wJ.ll be reduced,and it 1s also 

probable that the racial susceptibility will in t1me diminlsh.In 

discussing the American race problem Reuter says,"A high immunity to 

a certain disease is the result of rac1al exper1ence ---.qf certain 

diseases the Negroes have been free for generations or even their 

whole racial history --- if the race be given a little time,a few 
. 5 generations,an immunity will be establ1shed". 

There seems therefore to be neither theoretical nor 

Dractical evidence that the climate of Canada is a barrier to Regro 

settlernent,and the_1.Jbrd.inary observer finds little to support· the 

l\i.'j/il1cox, "Distribution & Increase of Negroes in U.S.~'International 
Congress of Eugenics,l921. 

2Jackson, "Need of Health Edn.cat1on among :Negroes" ,H8,tional Conference 
of Social ~ork,Toronto,l924. 

3Dublin, "Health Education & Uegro liortali ty", Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5Reuter,The Amer1can Race Problem. 



cor.11.Jon st2,tement that the hegro cannot stand the clil:-Late of the 

l'Torth. On the contrary, Ste)hen (J-ral:ar.u, touring lTe,c;To America in 

19~~'J, tl-:ought t:::_; :nec:roes of Kev1 -:Lork,Chice.(;o and noston,ancl tlle 

Canadian lTegroes, f irLler in f~ esl-: anc~ in v;ill than those tl1 the 

8ou th, and certainly :~1ore energetic. 1 

l;::;te~:l1 cn Graham, The Soul of John Bro\vn. 



CHA.PTI~R 2. 

Slc:tvery was custor.1ary in Canada froTil the earliest times 

when Indians began to sell their captives to Canadian traders.
1 

The first sale of a Negro recorded in 1uebec is that of Louis , 

described i~ the Register of Notre Dame as a native of 1~dagascar, 

v;ho was sold by David kirke in 1628 for 50 half-crowns , 2 but for a 

long time afterwards the Indian was the ordinary,abd the Negro the 

exceptional sls"ve. "L 'esclav~::,ce des sauvages ap)eles panis etai t 

pratique sur une haute echelle a .t.__o:ntreal sous le regi-~:1e francais. 

On cornptait des esclaves _?s.:t:is dans toutes les ~:~~aisons bourgeoises. 

LeG J.-:cegres etait woins nowbreux;_pe,raissaient etre un objet de lux.e, 

et servaient generalement les ha~:ttes disLi.i taires et les riches. n3 

Later in the centttry the feelin€j grey,;- that ~~uebec was 

handicapped by lack of labour,and in 16~8 the Governor and the 

Intendant ~i~ned petitions to the Secretary of State declaring ''les 

gens de trav:1il et les do;:;estiques sont d 'u!le rarete et d 'une cherte 

si extraordinaire --- qu'ils ruinent tous ceux qui ront quelque 

entreprise.On croit que le meilleur moyen d'y remedier serait d'avoir 

des esclaves negres. "4 .r3eing convinced thc-:t.t it was an op)ortunity 

"to turn the pagans from their idols"rLo:,lis issued a manifesto early 

in 1689 announcing "Sa :t-lajeste trouve bon que les habitants du 

Canada y fassent venir des nee_re pour fa ire leur culture puais il 

est ban de leur faire remarquer qu 'il ef.3t a craindre que des negres, 

venant d 'un cli:·,i~)t si different, ne perissent en Canada, et le I'rojet 

serait alors inutile."~ 

1 J.C.Hamilton;"sfs.very in Canc=:tda",tag.of An1erican History Vol 25 
~ rn '.·- C' • th" c 1 . d tf - ' • 
>-J .1 .~, .~J}Yll , u ~: .. very 1n Cana a ,Records }::ova Scotia Hist.Soc. Vol.lO. 
3 O.H.lL.Lapalice, "Esclaves Noirs a l._;_ontreal", Cndn.Antiquarian ~-..: 

Nu1nisma tic Journal, 3rd Series, Vol.l:2, No. 3. 
4 Vi g er & La font 8, in e , " L ' e s c 1 a v ec ~-> e en Canada 11, l\iemo ire s de 1 a ~) 0 c i e t e 

H1storique de ~ontreal,Vol.l. 
5 T.~.Smith,op. cit. 
6 Viger et Lafonta1ne,op. cit. 
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There can be no doubt that slavery was a legally established 

institution in New Francel,and that it did not become a widespread 

practice is due not to the hi~h moral;.:.<3ense of the colony's law­

makers whomGarneau -oraises2,but to the nature of the cliLlate.Those 
~ 

inhabitants who could afford l~egro slaves were not slow to t;:ike 

advantage of Louis' :Maniresto,and there "'is evider:de that they 

guarded their property jealously. 

In 1?09 Intendant Raudot found it necessary ot issue an 

Ordinance au Sujet des Negres et des Sauvages appeles ~anis,which 

stated that since the dnagerous doctrine of freedo111 vras beii1:.:.. lJreached 

to slaves by people who ov.-ned none, the interests of o\vncrs had to be 

protected, and "l~ous, sous le bon }Jla.isir de Sa llij este, ordonnons 

que tous les Panis et Eegres qui ont e'te achete'e et qui le seront 

. / / 

dans le suite,appartiendront en pleine propr1ete a ceux qui les on~ 

achetEfs comme etant le~~rs es:claves. n3 

By 1'706 it h~·-cl becor:1e necessary to ·settle the status of 

free slaves,and Hocquart who was then Intende,nt issued an Ord.1nance 

that ''tous les particuliers de ce pays --- qui voudront affranchir 

leurs esmlaves,seront tenus de le faire par un acte passe devant 

notaire. u4 -,~,i thout s~.1ch evidence ot rreedom a i~Jegro was de fz..,cto 

a slave.In 1'745 a decree or the Council ot· State provided that 

Negroes escaping fror-; enemy colonies 1nto .B,rench terr1 tory became 

the property or· the King,and thJ.s Act was registered in Q,uebec in 

1 '148. 5 

1 Viger et Lafontaine,op. cit. 
Abbe T~nguay, A Travers les Registres,p.l5B. 

2 Garneau,HiGtoire de Canada,p. 
3 Arch1viste ae ~uebec,l9Gl-~2. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Viger et Lafontaine,op.cit. 
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\-~hen Montreal surrendered to the English slave property was 

important enough to be specifically safeguarded,and the 4?th 

Art1cle of Capi tu1.2.tion reads "Les Negres et Panis de deux sexes 

resteront en leur qualite d'eElaves en la possession des Francais 

et Canadiens a qui 1ls a_ppartJ.ennent; il leur sera libre de les 

garder a leur service dans la Colonie ou de J.es vendre;ils pourront 

aussi continuer ales faire lever dans la Religion CatholJ.que," 

and it was enuorsed nAccorde:excepte ceux qui auront ete fa1ts 

prlsonniers."l 

With the c1w"nge fro:d :B':cench to English rule there vTas a 

change in the legal st2.tus of slavery ~h1ch ~as at the start of 

no benefit to the slave.In stead It had the effect of r1vet1ng 

h1s shackles more flrmly and making his subjection still more 

abject.The Coutume de Paris,the Law of French Canada,was based on 

the Roman La.w,which in its developed forn1 recognised the slc:~.ve as 

a human being· "\7ith certain fundamental rights.This was the basis of 

the decision 1n 1705 that l:egroes in America were "meubles",a 

ctbndi tion correspondinG to personal _pro~~erty in English lav-1 .But the 

civil law of England ~hich.was in force in Canada for eleven years 

after the Conquest,did r1ot reco~nise the status of a slave at all, 

and ~.-.hen forced to acknowledge the 'act of slavery it had to 

identify the sl2.ve -r:i th other chattel property.Al though the Q,tiebec 

Act re-introduced the French Civil Code,it provided that previous 

acts of the J3ri tish l)arliament regulatlng commerce vri th the 

American colonies should be effective in ·iuebec ,and in consequence 

the Act of 1 ?322 making "Houses,L.s,nds,Negroes and other Heredi ta-

ments" liable to be sold for the· satisfact1on of debts became 

operative in the Province.3 
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There are throughout the early records of 2n~lish rule in 

Canada scattered references to the presence of slavery,a hovering 

sha.dow never v1holly cornmei:c~ed 8.nd not j:-et v;holly cOndemned~General 

l~~urray,first Governor of the new colony of .vuebec v.;rote to l.ew 

-Iork in 1763 to obtain slc:.ves. ~~",ii thout serv:::.nts tt he said ';noth1.ng 

can be done, and Canadians will v·:ork for nobody but themselves. Black 

slaves are certainly the only people to be depended upon."l ::Ln 1762 

the Council of milita.ry off1cers sittiEG as a Court of Origlnal 

Jurisdiction heard the )lea ot 2~ 1-:egro, .. ;.ndre, that his old 12aster 

before selling h.i.r·. h~:.d lJrol~~,ised to free him at the end of four 

years,and could not,therefore,have sold him for a longer period.The 

Court ordered the l\'ee;ro to reJ;L:Lin in slavery until ~-:.e proved the 

validi~y of the time contract,and on hearinc the case aga1n. the 

following year held the proof to be insufficient, and ordered ~.._nclre 

to remain in the possess ion of his ma.s ter until he prchc~uc ed furt~1er 

evidence or "the official certificate of a magistrate th:::.t he was 

free 2t the moment of his birth''.2 Tje case is notable because it 

sl"'ows tl·l::-.t beinf· a I.ee.;ro \78.s then accepted as rrima f2.cie evidence 

of being a slave,a situation wh1ch was conpletely reversed by the 

Courts before t~e end of the century. 

General Haldimand's Journal contc:.ins frequent references 

to grievances submitted to him by both ov-rners and slaves,anc~ in 

1721 he v."rot_e to Sir John Johnson, ~_.11rlcrintendent of lndi2..n : .. ffairs, 

"Sever.s,l com)laints hc:v .1ng been made upon the subject if selling 

ree;roes br:YL~-'- ht into tl'.is ~erovir~ce by scouting p2.rties-v:ho allege a 

right to freedom, and others belonging to Loy·:·.lis ts ---,I n1us t 

desire the,t you upon the most minute inquiry t._:ive to the J..::!rigadier-

1 w. r, -:-Riddell ;-«slavein Cana.da ••, Jour. of Negro History, July 1920. 
2 ..;.bid. 



11 

General lCaclean a Return of all Negroes who have been brought into 

the Province by parties 1n any respect under your Dir:ections."l 

This return was.duly made,and listed about fifty slaves,nearly half 

of whom were sold at Eontreal,while a few were carried by ~ndians 

and whites to Niagara,and the others returned to their former owners. 

Prices ranged from £20 Halifax currency )aid for Charles by the 

Episcopal Rector of I:~ontreal to £70 paid by Captain L.cDonnell of 

the Rangers for Jack.2 

There are in the Archives of ~uebec records of twenty~one 

registered slave sales between 17~7 and 1797.3 Fourteen of these 

slaves.were lTegroes,one was a mulatto who changed hands twice,and 

the other five were panis.Justice Riddell has also obtained from 

Unpublished Archives of the Distr1ct of i~.Lontreal records or ±1l 

seventeen slaves sold betv.'een 17l.51 an;~l. 179? .A few of these were 

mulattoes and onlJ t\'•O ~were panis,v;l~ich seems to show that Indian 

slavery was decre.~.s1ng v"lll.ile the Comin,s of the Layalist:s: incre~~,.sed 

the number of 1~egro slaves. In the :li~ontre_c: 1 Archives is the record 

of the sale by lfJames 1=cGill of L.ontre~:l for ;~"net ih the name of 

Thor!las Currie of L •~::_sso~uption in the Province of Quebec to Solomon 

Levy of :t.=ontreal,merchant,for £100 ~~~uebec Currency,of a J::·egro man, 

Caesar, and a Negro vroman, :B1lora. n4 

S"eme lJnited Emp1re Loyalists settled in th~ District of 

~nntreal,which as officially designated at that time,included a 

vast wilderness of country along the river as far as Lake Superior, 

and of 004 slaves recorded by the Census of 1'184 ,212 were in the 

Town and District of Montreal,and 88 in the Tov.rn and District of 

Q,uebec.5 

lRiddell,op.cit., an~Canadian Archives 
2T.W.Smith,op.cit.supra,p. 
0Archiviste de Quebec,l~Gl-22. 
4Riddell,"Slave in New France",Jour.Negro Hist.,July 1923 
5Canadian Archives 
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The importation of slaves at this time,hawever,was 

apparently not encouraged indiscri:rn.lnately. In 178.6 the Lieutenant-

Governor wrote from ~uebec to a captain on the frontier,''I am,by 
\ 

desire of His Excellency the Comrnand.er in Chief, to req-'"-;.J.re that no 

Negro slaves shall be permitted on any account to pass into this 

Provlnce by the Jjost under your command."
1 

But in 1?90 the 

Imperial Government adopted the very opposite attitude,abd passed 

"An Act for Encouraging l:~ew Settlers in, His i3j es ty 's Colonies and 

Plantations in America" vfll_ich s tc_\ted that "a su'9j ect of the United 

States"ren1ovint, to the Bernludas,the :Bahamas,(iuebec or Eova Scotia 

could take in Iregroes and household goods free of c.h~:-~.rt::;e by· 

2 
obtaining a pern1it from the Governor or the colony.A number of 

slaves ~ere brought in~o Canada under this Act,and by the time the 

Canadas were separated there we1·e three h_:_Dclred. in the 1-,iagara 

Distr1ct alone.3 In fact the success or the Loyalist migr2tion was 

largely due to their exert1ons lll convertl.nL the vrilderness into 

a homeland.4 

It happened,however,that General bimcoe,the first Lieutenant-

Governor of Upper Canada,was a determined opponent of slavery,e.nd 

atthe tJ.me or h1s appo1nt11i.ent had declared. 1n a letter to a friend 

that n:_l.nder no rnodifcica tion would he assent to a lavr that d1scrim-

inated by dishonest policy between tne nat1ves of AfrJ.ca,~nerlca or 

Europe~Soon after his arrival 1n the ProvJ.nce he hsd to hear at a 

meet1ng of the Execu t 1 ve Counc 11 the report or a girl ·be ll16 !"ore 1 bly 

bound and transported across the r1ver by her llk.ster,and there sola 

to a new owner in sp1te or v1olent screams and stru~~les.The Council 

passed a Resolution "That it is necessary to take 1mmed1.:-;.te ste:1s 

rw:-R":-R 1 a-a:·e 1 r;-c,-p:-c-rr:-r ~ G e . 
2 Smith op. c 1 t. , V~". CannJ.ff, ~~et tl em en t of Upper Canada, t·.,'?t' 
3 KJ.rby,Annals of l-;lagara, 
4Cann1ff,op .. cit. 
bRidaell,op.cit.l~20. 
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to prevent tne con~1nuaLce of such v1mlent breaches of the ~ublic 

Peace,and for that purj_;ose that His :Majesty's Attorney-General be 

forthwith directed to prosecute" the owner involved. 1 

But the first Act of the first Parliament of Upper Canada 

had introduced the ~n.::;lish civil law which did not recoGnise a 

slave except as feal property,and the Attorney-General knew t~~t as 

the owner h~d acted within his r1ghts theuirection to prosecute 

could not be carried out.2 The Chief Justice and the Solicitor-

General shared the anti-slavery .sentiments of t~e Governor,and this 

1nc ident lJrobably hastened the bill vrhich vras presented to the 

AssemolJ two months lr:tter "to pl''event the further introduction of 

slaves and to liiili t the ter:iJ. of contract .1. or servitude ni thin this 

2rovince". 3 The preamble is a strikinE., effort to overcoine the 

difficulty ·\7hich confronted all aboli t.ionists of reconcil1ng hW11ane 

sent lments v1i th the sane t i ty of contract. w,Jhereas it is unjust that 

a people who enjoy freedom by law whould encourabe the introduction 

of slaves, and_ ·,-1,_eT·eas it is highly e:(~~eclient to abolish slavery in 

t>is .2rovince so far as the same may [.)_.,-:-:_dually be done without 

violc:Lting yrivate property, be it enacted that fror~: and after the 

l)ass iJ~G of this .:~c t so much of a cel--tain Act of the ?arlia1nent of 

Great Britain --- as may enable a Governor to grant a license for 

the importing of any negro or negroes --- is hereby repealed''• It 

vras also provided that no vol~ntary contr:~tct of service entered 1nto 

Vli thin the rrOV ince Should be binding for a longer tern1 than mine 

years,althouch contracts already made should not be affected,and 

"i11 order to prevent the continuation of slavery vrithin this ?rovince' 

children born of slaves should be supported unt1l they reached the 

f~TTiei1, op. c it :-;-1920-
2 Ibid. 
3Canniff,op.cit. 



14 

age of twenty-f1ve years,v:hen each should be ent3.:tled_ to dem.c-~nci and 

receive a discharge frorn further service,while "any issue born of 

auch children shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of 

free- born subj e·cts ".Finally, provision was made that the freed slaves 

should not bee ome a public chs.rge. 

Canniff claiarns that "the principles which ~,~"~ided the 

settlers of the country were of too noble a nature to accept the 

monstrous system of htiman_. pondage as an appendage of the colony", 

but Simcoe gives the Assembly of Loyalists little credit for such 

principles. ~.vi th the copy of t}:ce Acts of the Se ss 1on vrhich he sent 

to Dundas in September 1'19~ he Yirote "the greatest res1stance was 

to the Slave Bill,1nany plauslble arguments being brought forward 

in respect to the dearness of labour and the difficulty of obtaining 

servants.Some possessing lie[roes wished to reject the ~ill 

entirely,others wished to supply themselves by giving leave to 

import for t..-:o yea.rs. ul 

This Act was really only a compromise with ex1st1ng slavery, 

but the limi t:a-.__tions which it imposed are a great tr1bute §o the 

vigmur of the administration.In 1798,as soon as Simcoe left the 

Province,the noble principles of the Loyalist group were so obscured 

that they introduced a Bill into the Lower House to enable Dersons 

migrating into the Province to brin[ their l;;egro slaves with theJ.n. 

It ¥vas argued the.t this would induce more settlers tlfi co1ne to Upper 

Canada,and the Bill passe~ the Assernoly by a vote of ei~~ht to four, 

but in ~he Legislative Council it received the three m:·nths hoist 

and was not heard of again.2 

lCanadian Archives f89l,State Papers of Upper canada,p.23. 
2Riddell op.cit.l920. 



During the American Revolution slaves had been prevented 

to some extent from gaining the freedom which the unsettled 
If 

conditions of the time made possi-ble by the prevalence of slave-

hunting fro::~ Canada,and since this country was in a short time to 

becon:e an important refuge for escaped slaves it is interesting to 

note that there was a period when Canadian slaves sought freedom by 

crossing the border~An Ordinance of Congress in 1'78'7 had forbidden 

slavery northwest of the Ohio River,but was disregarded in Detroit 

which remained British de facto until 1?96.After this date,however, 

Canadian slaves gained their liberty by escaping into the ferritory, 

and in 1807 a IU:emorial was presented to the Lieutenant.-General of 

Upper Canada by the proprietors of slaves in the western District, 

complaining of the desertion of slaves into U~ited SQtes territory. 

The matter was referred to the 3ritish representative at New York 

who replied that "the Treaty between Great :Britain and the United 

Sta-ees which gave them power to surrender deserters having ex_:)ired, 

it was impossible for them to exercise such autl~.ority without 

samct1on of the laws".l 

This situation was automatically ended by the United 

States Fugitive Slave Law which began in 179l,but by that tillle 

slavery in Canada was nearly extinct,and the tide of fugitives soon 

began to flow in the opposite direction. 

In Lower Canada slavery did not fulfill the expectations 

of its early advocates.The profitable slave labour of the South 

depended_upon conditions which did not exist in the North,and slavery 

here became the luxury of the cities and slave-owning a privilege 

of the rich.2 The public generally had no~ interest in maintaining it, 

lRiddell,Slavery in Cnda~,Jour.of Negro Hist.,Vol.4,No.4,Vol.5,Ro.3. 
2Lapalice,op.cit.,Cndn.Antiquarian Journal,3rd Series,Vol.l2,l~o.3. 
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rhe last public slave sale held in rontreal was in 1797 

when an able-bodied man was sold for £36,and although the requ1red 

conveyance was passed, the sale was afterr:ards set aside by legal 

proceedings.l In the same year the Imperial Parliament had passed 

an Act repealing the provis1on of 1732 which which made slaves on 

plantations liable to be sold by deed of execation,:ibut the 

interpretation of the Courts made this Act of much wider effect in 

Lower Canada,and instead of merely regulating the status of the s 

slave virtually abolished it.2 In the next few years the protagonists 

of slavery fought a losing battle with the .host1lity of the Courts 

and the indifference of the Legislature,and a series of judgments 

v.rhlch will not now stand a strictly legal examination rendered 

s~avery inoperative 1n Lower Canada more than thirty years before 

it was legally abolished by the ~perial Parliament. 

Early in 1'1~8 a slave named Charlotte had left her mistress, 

and when committed to prison by the magistrates,she sought release 

on writ of habeas cor)us and was freed by the Ch1ef Justice~\;hen 

hls action became known many slaves renounced the1r servitude,and 

ore recently purchased !·or £80 was tried by the Court of King's 

Bench.Chlef Justice Monk dlscharged her,st;li.:d.ne; th::J~t he would rree 

every ~egro,apprentice or servant who should be cormn1tted to pr1son 

1n th1s way oy the magistrates. 4 'l'h1s c de.C·.Lo..t.un lC)J was not based 

on a cons1derat1on of slavery as such,but on a statute wh1ch gave 

mag1strates power tQ col~Jnit an a.,.~prentice to: a house o:r correction 

but not to ~he common gaol,b nevertheless its indirect bear1ng on 

slavery was sutt 1c 1ent to shake tne sec1.i.r1 ty of tl1e instl tution. 

1 ---------Smlth,op.clt. 
GRlddell,op.clt.lY%0. 
3HRmllton,Rlddell,Smlth,op.clt. 
4~lddell,op.clt.supra. 

t> Ib~d. 
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About the same time also,the Courts adopted the att1tude 

that instead of being regarded as a slave until he could provedthe 

cpntraty,a Eegro was free unless the 1naster could prove his alleged 

ownership. Thus in 1798 a Negro arrested for absconding, cla1nec=t that 

-he was a freeiJ-;a.n,and after hearing the argument for the master the 

Court freed the Negro on the Sround that no right or title to him 

had been extablished~This was the method used by the Courts in Xova 

Scotia to wear out slavery gradually,but in LoTier Canada a flnal and 

decisive judgment on the systen1 as a whole was given in 1800. 

In.l799 a slave Robin,alias Robert,infected by the prevalent 

doctrine of freedom,left his Loyalist m.aster.By warrant of tvro 

Justices of the Peace he was corr~itted to the house of correction, 

and early the following year appeared before the Court of King~s 

Bench on v~-ri t of habeas corpus .After hearing the arguments of counsel 

on both sides,the Court ordered Rob1n to be discharged on the ground 

that the In1perial Act of 1797 had revoked all laws concern2ng slavery. 

There is now no doubt that the Court was v1rong in its view , the sole 

intention of the Act of 179? v:as to exempt slaves frorn sale under 

fiere facias,and slavery was not legally abolished until 1834,but J.n 

the absence of local legislation to the contrary the judgment was 

effectlve,and slaves in the ?rovlnce were no longer under conpulsion 

to remain in servitude. 2 

At the first session of the Asse1nbly of Lower Canada 

1"-.Panet had sought to introduce an"Acte qui tend a l~aboli t1on de 

1 'esclavage en la Province du 13as-Canada", but in April 1?93 a :":.otion 

that the b1ll rest on the table was carried,and the project dropped.~ 

In 1799,however,a petition from certain citi~ens of Vontreal was 

lRiddell,op.cit.,f92o. 
2 Ib1d. 
3Viger et Lafontaine,op.cit. 
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presented,clai~lng "que sur la foi du Gouvernement de sa 1~jeste, 

les habi tants de cette Province en ~:eneral, et les ha b1 tants de la 

Cite et District de ~ontreal en particulier,ont achetes a grands 

prix, un nombre considerable d 'esclaves 1:-'anis et Hegres; --- et 

lesquels e_s~.elaves ce sont touj o~J.rs com:portes d 'une maniere convena-ole 

jusqu'a dernierement,qu'ils sont devenus refr~ctaires par un esprit 

de desobeissance dent ils se sent imbus,sous pretexte q_u'il n'existe 

point d'eaolavage dans ce pays."The petitione~s therefore desired 

an A«t of the Legislature that would enable o~ners to reclaim 
• 

fugitive slaves,for the decision o!· the J~dges to free them on writ 

of habeas corpus had endangered property.l The motion of the House 

was "que la d1te Requete reste sur la table pour la consideration 

de uembres",snd the following year another ~etition was presented 

seeking a decision from the Legislature uque l'esclavage,sous 

certaines restrictions,exlste dans cette Prov1nce;qui investisse 

les maitres d'une man1ere plus efficace de la propriete de leurs 

esclaves;---."A Committee of five was appointed to report to the 

House on the matter,and reached the conclusion "q_u'il existe des 

fondements raisonnables pour passer une loi qui regleroit la 

condition des esclaves,qui lirrtiteroit le terme de 1 'esclava.ge,et 

q~li previendroit !'introduction ulterieure des esclaves en cette 

I;rovince. n2A Bill to this effect was actually introduced, but never 

passed into law,and the action of the Courts in the 1neantime had 

made it unnecessary. 

Slavery was not introduced into Nova Scotia by the 

Loyalista,for thirty yenrs or more before they arrived D~gro slaves 

were a fa1niliar sight i_n the tovrns.3 It was easy at th~:.t time to 

lViger-et Lafontaine;Qp.cit. 
2 Ibid. 
3Srl~i th, op. c it. 
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buy slaves in New England, but it is probable that so1ne Iiegroes were 

brought fro1n English seaports by the original settlers more than 

twenty years before Lord iiansfield found the air of England too 

pure for slaves to breathe.These slaves no doubt helped to build 

Halifax,and in lfl51 when building activity was slackening,and 

advertisement appeared in the Boston :Svening Post, 11 Just arrived indm 

Halifax and to be sold,ten strong,hearty Negro men,mostly tradesmen, 

such as caulkers,carpenters,sallmakers and ropemakers. 111 In the 

following yea.r the Halifax Gazette advertised, "Just in1ported and to 

be sold --- several negro slaves as follows:A woman aged thirty-five, 

two boys aged twelve and tl1irteen respectively,two of eighteen,and a 

man of th~rty."2 

Nor was slavery confined to Halifax.There are records of t 

the sale and inher~tance of slaves,and of rewards for the capture 

of fugit~ves,at Annapolis,Falnlouth, \'/indsor and other tov{nships. In 

1??0 male slaves appear to have cost about £~0 and female about £20, 

but by 1 ?80 the executors oi· an esta"te at Falm.outh stated thct.t they 

had received £75 for one man,£60 for amother,and £30 for a woman. 3 

With the coming of the Loyalists in 1783 slave-hold~ng 

.became a common characteristic of the leading families 1n every 

district,but in Colonel ~orse's Return of Disbanded Troops and 

Loyalists settling in Nova Scotia Negroes accompanying families are 

listed as uservants"~Without some places on the Southern shore these 

amounted to 1232 in 17~4. 5 It is also certa1n that slaves vrere held 

in Pr1nce Edward Island and Cape Breton Island although the exact 

number is unknown,and slavery there he,cl. 1nuch the same history as in 

lSmi th;Qp. c it-.-------
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4l.A.Jack, "Loyalists & Slavery in H.B.", Transactiors of the Royal 

Society of Canada,~nd Series,Vol.4. 
5Report of the Archives of Canada,l~~4. 
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the other provinces.l 

For three or four years the Government supplied equal 

rat1ons of pork and flour for servants and masters, 2and '\Vhen this 

provision ceased the )ossession of slaves was no longer an asset but 

a problem,for as Haliourton pointed out,"Independent of )Olitlcal and 

moral cons1derat1ons,such a system 1s by no means su1table to a 

Colony l1ke Nova Scot1a,where there are feTI branches of business 

requir1ng a regular body of labourers,and ~nere their clothing and 

provision is attended with so much expense." 3This was no doubt the 

basis of the unfavourable op1n1on of slavery that ~rew up 1n the 

~rltime Prov1nces.It had the effect mf' n13,klnt_, jur1es lenient w1th 

fug1t1ves,and the decl1n1ng sec~:r1ty of slave property was reflected 

1n falling prices towards the end of the century,while some owners 

tried to sell the1r slaves in places where prices were still hlgh. 4 

In the last decade of the century the legal position of 

slavery in Nova Scot1a was the subject or much profound argument.An 

Act or 1762,revlsed 1n 1?83,for the re&ulat~on of sellers of 

spiritous liquors,spoke ex~l1c1tly of "negro ~lavesu,and tn1s was 

claimed by one side as a legal recogn1t1on of slavery,while the other 

contended that it was merely a description of a class of people. 5 In 

1787 the Assembly rejeated a clause dealing with negro slaves in a 

bill for regulating servants on the ground that slavery did not 

exist in the province and ought not to be mentioned. 6 The course of 

procedure in the Courts,however,presupposed that tt did ex1st,but 

in adjudicating each case on its mer1ts j~ries became skillful in 

flnding a flaw in the master's title to ownership.In December 1~99 

lRiddell, opl.c it :T92o:-
2Jack,op.cit. 
3Haliburton, "History of :Nova Scotia", Vol.2,p.28?. 
4Smith,op.cit. 
5Jack,op.cit. 
6Riddell,op.cit.supra. 



21 

Chief Justice Blowers of F.L8.lifax '\¥rote to Yiard Chipman,who was 

defending counsel for a fugitive slave in Frederidton ''the question 

~esp~dting the slavery of negroes has been often agitated here in 

different ways,but has not received a direct declsion.The right to 

hold a negro by this tenure 1s supposed by us to be maintainable, 

either by the Common Lavr of England,the Statute Law of England and 

1 the colony,or upon adjudged cases." 

The next year the Supreme· Court of New Brunswick was 

called on to settle the issue v1hen a v:ri t of habeas cor~)US ordered 

Caleb Jones to produce :;:~·ancy IIorton, a black -vvo1nan held in his 

custody.Judicial opinion uas equally divided between the sanctity 

of custom and the claims of justice,and the Court therefore could 

not give a decision.Chief Justice Ludlow was a Loyal1st,and he upheld 

the master's rights founded on the usage and custom of America since 

its discovery.One other Judge ageeed with him,but the other two 

mainta1ned that it was "beyond the power of human laws to establish 

or justify" slavery~ 2 Thus the attitude that "mos regit lege1n"was 

opposed to the more fundamente.l principle that Lord li3.nsfield had 

enunciated when confronted with the same issue between liberty and 

property,"fiat justitia,ruat coelum". 

In 1808 Nova Scotia slave owners. ~u:;Lde an attempt to get 

protection from the Le[;islature.They presented a petition to the 

Assembly showing that the doubts entertained by the Courts were 

rendering slave property useless,that Negro servants were leavlng or 

defying their masters,and prayed that an Act be passed "securing 

them their property ot indemnifying them for its loss".In consequence 

a Bill to regulate Negro Servants was introduced and passea its 

second read1ng,but never became law.3 

lJack,op.cit. 
2 Ib1d. 
3Sm~th,op.cit. 
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In 1829 Haliburton wrote of Nova Scotia ths.t "the question 

of slavery had never received a UJ.udicial decision~' ,and the same is 

true of New Brunswick,but the system decayed as effectively without 

the interference of law or statt~ as it had been established without 

them.The latest advertisement of a public sl;:=tve sale that has been 

discovered in the L:.aritime ?rovinces is in the Royal Ga~ette and New 

Brunswick Advertiser for September ?,1790. 1 In the New Brunswick 

Gazette for October 16,1809 a Negro woman was offered for private 

sale "with a good title",which indicates that such a thing was by 

that time scarce,and the last offer of a reward for a runaway slave 

appeared in the same paper for July 10,1816.2 

For hhe early extinction of slavery within her borders 

Canada owes much to her judges,and at least as much to the counsel 

who fought for the liberty of fugitive slaves with the hope of 

success as their only reward,but probably she owes most to her climate4 

In the South slavery was defended as a natural institution,but in 

the North nature was its greatest enemy.Few slaVef? remained in 

Canada to be freed by the Imperial Act of Abolition in 1833,but this 

was in point of fact the first law that definitely abolished slavery 

in Canada.3 

-----------------------

rsmrt:n~ 0-p. c 1 t-:-
2 Ibia. 
3Riddell,op.cit.l920. 



C .Hh.J? TER 3 

The early disappearance of slavery in Canada attracted hither 

:-:lany slaves who escaped from the United States, but even before this 

independent movement began attempts were made by the Brit1sh 

Government to settle free Negroes in Nova Scotia.Some of these were 

the famous l-1aroons from Ja..."llaica,v;ho did not stay here long, but the 

greater number v:-ere American slaves who had sought freedom v:ith the 

English forces during tl"Le ':1-ars of 1 ?76 and 1~12, so that the same 

movement which brought in the Loyal1s~and the1r slaves also 

introduced the nucleus of a free Negro population. 

Dur1ng the '.-/ar of Inde)endence English generals had offered 

freedom and protection:.to all fugitive slaves who entered their lillles, 

and by the tirae the ·~~~'-r ended about 2000 of ther:Je were in i.;:e'w York, 

rely.1ng on the En[lish prom1se to ss.ve them rrou the vindictiveness 

ot their former owners.To allay their fears Carleton issued a 

proclamation gnaranteeing the liberty of all slaves vrho had formally 

claimed the protection of J::;nclish commanders,and in refusing to 

surrender then1 at the demand of 'v"Jashin2:ton he said the_t 1f sending 

them av.ray should be deemed an in~"'raction of the Tre:::Jty,coinpensation 

must be made the owners by the Brit1sh Goverrunent. 1 Une prov1sion 

of the Treaty was that the Engl~sh troops should 1.ri thdrav; "v:l thout 

carrying away any negroes or other property of the Ame·r1can 

1nhab1 tanta", and the Un1 ted Stc=~, tes claL-~ed that bes ~des 3000 slaves 

removed by order of the Commanding Officer,a l~·.rge nu1nber were 

carr1ed off in private vessels.2 The 1natter was still in dis~)"t,"te 1n 

l·t94 v.:hen Gay rrrote from London to "1.-Jashington, 3"they contend that the 

1 Rid de 11 , o p. c it • 1 9 2 0 , & Smi r,:n, o p • c it • 
2Simcoe Papers,Vol.2,p.l21,letter of Thomas Jefferson,l793. 
3 Ibid ,p.352. 



article about the negroes does not extend to those TI~o came in on 

their proclamations, to whom( being vested with _property in them by 

the n:-ight of war) they gs.ve freedom, but only to those who V.'ere bona 

fide the property of Americans ':"Jr)en the v.rar ceased" ,and finally all 

compensation was \':itheld in retaliat1on for the confiscation of the 

Loyalists' estates. 

A number of these freed slsJves v:ere taken to :::~-ova Se otia, 

a few hundred others were brought there· by -;,72 .. rs:1ips frora Charles ton, 
........ 

and they were promised all the rights and priv...-.1leges that other 

settlers enjoyed.l3enjamin lzrston,the surveyor who laid out the 

town of Shelburne for receiving the Loyalists,notes in hls Diary2 

that on Wednesday; 27th J~.ugust 1 ?83 he "had a confenence ---

respecting the black men,who by the Governor's orders a~e to be 

placed up the l~orth-\,·est Harbour",and the. ·following Saturday he 

spends "at the l,~orth-~;·,'est J • .rm laying out lands for Colonel J3luck's 

black gentry". This Colonel was himself a mulatto,and vv-as in eh~ rge 

of the :Negro irrnnigrants. They called their settlement ~Jirchtown in 

honour of General Birch, commandant of lJew York,and on Septer~~ber 19th 

l~rston indignantly relates in his ~iary the efforts of white 

settlers to get possession of the Birchtown lots.But in spite of 

this "piece of villainy"a list prepared in 1 ?t:)4 mhowed that 1455 lnen, 

women and children enrolled in twenty-one coTipanies,and 6? not in 

any company e-em~:Rt:)' y,-ere settled at Birchtown. Two years later "An 
./1 

Account of the Present State of Nova Scotia'' ~ublished in Edinburgh 

mentioned that "opposite to Shel bur ne is Birch town, peopled by l(egroes 

from New York,about 1400 in number", 3but 1_;·ore says in his History 

lSmith,op.cit. 
2Rayznond, "Founding of Shelburne",New Brunswick Historical Society 

Papers,l-909. 
3 Ibid. 
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of :~ueen 's County" that 2, large mum.ber of these removed to Liverpool 

from Shelburne after the first settlement of that town". 

It seems that the equal rights and pr1v1leges promised the 

l~egroes by the Iraperial Government v:ere not immediately or will1ngly 

conceded by the other settlers,for in 1790 they appointed one of 

their number,Thomas Peters,who had served as a Sergeant in the 

Black Pioneers,to go to England and explain the injustice of their 

lJOsition.lPeters told. Grenville,who \vas then Secretary of State, 

that before they ~ent bo Nova Scotia they had been promised the 

same grants of land as other soldiers,but they had applied in vain 

for these as well as for the provisions to which they were entitled, 

and were besides ill-used in various ways by the ld>cal authorities. 2 

Some of the Eegroes,he said,would like to get their allotments and 

ren1ain in the prov1nce,but he and others would prefer to return to 

a warm climate more su1.ted to their constitutions.The influence of 

the new Sierra Leone ColEpany --vvhich was in search of a ~)O)IJ.lation of 

Christian Negroes for its territory is apparent in this alternative.3 

Grenville wrote inunedi·:-~, tely to Governor J.Jarr of Nova $cotia, 

reprimanding him severely for this neglect of the ~ebroes,and ordered 

the promised grants of land to be made at once,and in specially 

favourable locations to compensate for the loss of time in making 

them.He also directed that messengers should be sent out among the 

Negroes to ascerta1n those who would prefer to go to Sierra Leone 

and offer them free transport.John Clarkson,brother of the famous 

abolitionist,arrived in F~lifax early in 1'191 to take charge of the 

transportation,and w~th authority to offer to every Negro who could 

produce a certificate of "honesty,sobriety and industry" twenty 

1Archibald;8irW-:-9-~.Deportatl.on of Ilegroes from N.a.",Records,of the 
Nova Scotia Historical Society,l885,Vol.?. 

2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
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acres for hi~self,ten for his uife,and five for every child in Sierra 

Leone.There was naturally opposition to this ~lan of removing all 

the Negroes of good character and leaving the others,and Clarkson 

criticised severely the official inefficiency and obstruction he 

encountered. 1 It is clear that although the -~vhi te people of Liova 

tcotia were reluctant to recognise the claims of the Degrees to 

equal justice, they regretted th~:.t so much labour should leave the 

Province.But by January 1 ?92 Clarkson surn1ounted all dif~fic:_1l ties 

and objections,and 15 ships with 1,190 Negroes set sail for Sierra 

Leone.2 

The next attempt to increase the :Negro population of ~anada 

was amd in 1 '796 when the I~lllJerial Goverrunent consented to 600 l\iaroons. 

whom the Jamaica Legislature ~~ted to deport being sent to Nova 

Scotia. 3 These people were t~~e descendants of slaves who had escaped 

fron the Spanlc:.rds when the 3ri tish capt·.1red the island ::·~nd ta~·~en 

• ref-:.J.ge in the mountains.Aug;n.ented from ti1t~e to time by other -.runaways, 

they had lived for nearly a ~lndred and fifty years in their mountain 

stron.ghold,resisting all attempts to conquer them.,and keeping neigh-

bouring plant~tions in continual fear of their raids.At last,finding 

it impossible to subdue then1 by force of 2,rms,the Goverrunent decided 

to hunt them vri th bloodhounds .Realising their po-vverlessness before 

th.is new foe, the l .. sJroons offered to surrender on c ond 1 ti on th.-~ t .they 

were allowed to remain in the island.General ~Jilpole nade peace with 

them on these terms,but the Legislature i[nored his promise,and 

appointed two Commissioners r-ri th £25,000 cred.i t to e~rrange for their 

settlement in Nova.-r·scotia as a free -~eople. 4 

1./.rchi bald, op. c it. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid,& Hallburton,op.cit.,Vol.2. 
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The'600 Trelawney l~roons were provided uith such new 

clothing as the change of climate necess1tated,and sailed from 

Jamaica in June 1796. \lhen they reached Halifax about six vleeka later 

their fine physical appearance made a most favour2Jble iElpression on 

:?r1nce Edward, the Commander-1n-Shief, and_ he 1mmed1a teilt desired to 

see tJ:leir strengt.h and vigour usefully employed. 1 They v.rere set to 

work on the fortif1cat1ons on Cl tadel Hlll,where te1nporary houses 

were erected .:for them,and "1n a short t1me tb1s dreadful banditti 

were considered as a great acquisition to the Country".2Ey the end 

of the summer the Citadel had been completed,and the L.arnon Bastion 

st1ll stsnas 1n test1mony to thelr labour.The expendlture on the1r 

behalf 1iad -:)roved so prof1 t<:<-ble to the town th.::j.t their re-e!-.tlbarl'~a t.1on 

was not favoured,and as the Governor had rece1ved 1nstru.ct1ons from 

England to settle them 1n Nova Scot1a if it could be done without 

injury to the Colony, 5000 acres were acq:11red near ?res ton, and by 

October they had all been removed there. 

The presence of a French squadron off.the coast now 

caused alarm 1n Hallfax,ana the Laroons v~·ere enrolled as a nal~ t1a. 0 

Two ot· their ch.Lefs vrere made Colonels,ana others -vvcre g~ven lower 

Cormn1ss1ons. The Governor, 1n v,rhose barns at Hal1fax some or them had 

llved,held a h1€;:h op1n1on of tnem,and a1med at "reclaliillng tneni to 

the Church o!' England". 4 But they had been unfitted by their wild 

and independent life for such a sudden change of custom and habitat, 

moreover they were l~gely ignorant of the English languag~,and the 

Governor's plans for diffus1ng ":piety,morali ty and relig1on" among 

them were not successful.J3y the spring his Oj).inion had entirely 

changed,and he stated in an official letter "in fact they do not 

wish to live by industry, they )refer war and mutiny",5The tre;~~cl 1ery 

lHaliburton,oP7cit.,Vol.2,p.286. 
2 Ibid ,p.287. 
4Archibald,op.cit. 
5 Ibid. 

3 Ibid. 
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that had victirnised them at the time of their surrender vias still a 

rankling grievanae,and their refusal to work under the.se unaccusto:med 

conditions cost the Imperial Governruent £10,000 a year for their 

maintenance. They made repeated den1ands to be removed fror1 the 

Province,and as a result of negotlations w1th the Sierra Leone 

Company they embarked for that Colony in the sUllllller of 1800. 1 It is 

only fair to add that they reached Freetown in time to quell an 

insurrection of other l~egroes,and their cour.~--~e and character were 

highly praised in a Re~ort to the 3nglish mouse 
2 

of Colillnons. 

The ~ar of 1812 left England with another lot of freed 

American slaves vt~"~O h:3_d to be found a 3ri tish home, and Nova Scbtia 

again received t~e greater part.In 1814 Admiral Cochrsne issued a 

proclarna tion inviting all those ~::ho v,ished to leave the United Sts. tes 

"for the purpose of becoming free settlers ln His Iiaj esty 's colonies n 

to come aboard the J3ritish Yli~:.rships.3His meaning was qu.i te clear to 

the slaves,and crowds sEtized the opportunity of freedom.i.YLle reckoning 

for this escal-'e from the land of the free was demanded by the United 

Stc~,tes at the Treaty of Ghent,which provided for the "restorat~on 

of slaves and other private )roperty",but the British officers 

refused to surrender the slaves, claiming that the real rneaning of 

the Treaty did not cover this case. 4 In 1818 it was agreed that the 

Emperor of Russia should settle the quest1on,and he decided in favour 

of the claims of the United St:::~.tes. The return of the slaves had never 

been comtemplated by England,and a joint connnission now deter1nined 

that the average compens2,tion payable for each slave from Louisiana 

was $580.,fron~ Alabama,Georbia and South Carolina ~390,and frou other 

States :;';)280. The Unj_ted St.::?"tes claimed that 3601 slaves h~_1d been 

lHaliburton,op.cit. 
2Archibald,op.cit. 

$Riddell,op.cit.l920. 
4 Ibid. 
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taken av1ay,and in 182? £250,000 was fixed as 1)ayment in full .for 

slaves and other property.l 

In the meanti1ne so1ne of the settlers who had accepted 

Cochrane's invitation had been taken to Halifax and St.John,and "the 

Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia sent a me9sage to the house, 

suggesting t~at they should fac1litate the settlement of the Hegroes 

upon forest lands,representing them as bringing a large accession of 

useful labour :bo :bhe ac,riculture of the country,and appealing to 

their compassion in favour of those instsnces of •decrepid age, 

helpless infancy~,-and unavoidable sickness 'to be found among them". 2 

Of the freed ~egroes who went to New Brunswick about 300 

were assigned landr.in lots of fifty acres each ne&r Loch Lomond,and 

formed the Willow Grove Gettlement~Another ~roup settled on the shores 

of ·Lake Otnabog and were granted land b:-l the Legislat:_lre in 1830~ .. 

But as in other provinces,the Negroes tended to drift into the towns. 

The ?rovincial Census of 1840 records 1711 "i-'eople of Colour" in 

New Brunswick,of which 767 were in the district of St.John,and 455 

in the County of York. 5 Socially and economically the lTegroes of 

New 3runswick have had a very similar history to those ~f Kova 

Sco.tia, but their number has al',-,~ays has: always been sraaller,a.nd recordE 

of their fortunes far less numerous than in the latter ~rov1nce. 

Vfuether it was expediency or aacident or blundering that 

caused these :Negroes who had been freed with so r.auch trouble and 

expense to be taken to Eova Scotia,there is nothing to indicate,but 

unless either their rescuers or the British Goverrunent did not know 

1Riddell,op~it.,l92o. 
2Murdoch,History of Nova Scotia,Vol.3,p.·380. 
3Ganong,Origins of Settlements in New Brunswick,p.85. 
4 Ib id , p • 15 'l • 
5Gesner,Nova Scotia,with Notes for lmmigrants,p.l26. 
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that the climate of this country was the type supposed to be fatal 

to the black race,it was a paradoxical way of benefiting them.This 

opposition to a popular fallacy was in itself of no importance,but 

a vital mistake was made in failing to provide the Negroes with even 

a rudimentary training in their new conditions of life.In 1828 

Haliburton wrote from pe~sonal observation of the coloured settlers 

near Halifax, 11 Unaccustomedto provide for their ovin necessities, or to 

receive the produce of their own labour,soEe wandered t~rou£h the 

country -:;,'ithout object or design;and others,irnagining that liberty 

consisted in a total exemption fron labour,subsisted upon the produce 

of small gardens in surmner,and upon rations allowed b:F the Government 

during winter."1 

Some of ·~hese petitioned the Government in 1820 to remove 

them to a warmer cli~ns.te,where "the SlJOntaneous prod·).ctions of the 

earth would preclude the necessity of their having to provide for a 

long and tedious v1inter 11~and in January 1821 seventy-nine men and 

women and eleven childrenwere embarked on specially chartered 

vessels for Trinidad. 3The condition of those ~,~;ho remained in the 

neighbourhood of Halifax did not LJ.pro-se,and Llntil the middle of the 

century the Legislature had to make almost annual grants for their 

relief.The situation led to a motion in the Assembly in 1834 "it is 

feared that u;>on the Negroes be:i_ng emancipated fror~ their slavery in 

the ~est Indies ---,numbers of the~ay be brought into this Province, 

and prove a great burden upon the Community",and a Bill was passed 

with obvious haste "to Prevent the Clandestine Landing of Liberated 

Slaves --- from Vessels arriving 1.71 thin th1s Province "• 4 

The following year a Special Committee was appointed to 

lHali burton, op:-c it. Vol. 2, p. 292. 
2 Ibid. • 3Ibid.,p.293. 
4Journals of the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia,l834. 
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consult ... ith the Governor regarding "the best means !J.f either 

distributing the present Black Settlers at Preston ai1d Harmnond 's 

Plains, or removing them to some more genial cli·('lc~te";and His 

Excellency directed the magistrates of these distr1cts to ascertain 

and report to him whether the people ~xould be ·willing to be removed· 

tD Tr1nidad and Demerara.In February 1837 their Reports were 

presented to the Assembly,and showed that the I~egroes were not at all 

attrs.cted by a "more genial climate".Archlbald Gray vvrote fror.a 

Sackville "I visited the :Black Settlement at Hanrrrrond 's Plains 

and gave them as much favourable information as I vras able to collect 

concerning the climate,soil and resources of Demerara and Trin1dad. 

3ut not one indiv1dual would consent to remove;and this decision I 

attribute to two causes.In the first place they have a foolish and 

indefinite fear of again being brought into bondsge.hnd secondly, 

there are several of their nun:.ber ,_r,·}Jo have t;I'ec).t influence au.ung 

them,and ~ng able to earn their OY>'n subsistence,do. not nish to 

leave the Province;and the rest,poor and miserable though they be, 

are unwillinc to remove v,;i thout them. "2 He attached a list of sixty 

couples,five widows and one widower v.rho forined the coloured populatio~: 

of the district,an4 marked eleven of them with an asterisk as 

"considered to be industrious,and eam:i:ing their own subsistence". 

From Dartmouth ~dwa.rd Lovfe wrote "I have made the 

enquiry of those settled at Preston,and find that they cannot be 

induced to accept the offers proDsed to them.They all appear fearful 

of embarking on the Y;a ter-many of them are old and h.::::ve lc:~rge 

families,.and if a few of the n1en should be willine; to go, the won1en 

would r:ot.It is objected amons them that they have never heard any 
---------·~~---~ lJournals of the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia,l835. 
2 Ibid,l837,Appendix 
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report of those who were s~nt to th~ same place a fe~ years ago~and 

they think that if they -;_:ere doing well sor:J.e report of it would have 

reached them.They seem to .h2Jve son;.e attac.hrnent to the soil they have 

cultivated, poor and barren as it lS ,and , I tl1ink, feel some jealousy 

lest such as remain ·should possess the iF..'::;rovements of all that 

might leave. One man d1d express sane v:illingness to move, but expected 

iB ·such case to be paid at a valuation for the Land he occupies. 

It 1s readily acknowledged by then1 that too lusJn:.-' al"'e settled 

tmgether,that the land is worn out,bare of fue~,and cannot n~intain 

such a number,p.::trticYlarly in a District where labour is not to be 

obtained to assist their support,and they all seem ready and Tiilling 

to remove to any other parttof the Province where the land is ~ore 

fertile and a larger portlon can be e:;iven them."1 

Seeing .no hope of i~proving the condition of the Black 

Settlers as long as they rernained in the1r 11 lnjudic ious location", 

the Governor and the Assembly agreed that "a few Families might be 

removed to each county of the Provlnce with adMntage to the1nselves 

and the County generally". 2 This suggest1on was .:)rompt:Iy referred to 

the Imperial Government, but the sentiments o-f Westminster~:-had changed 

since Grenville directed the policy of Governor Parr,and in October 

1837 Lord Glenelg replied that the plan of removing the Negroes to 

more fruitful lands belonging to the Crown was open to serious and 

insuperable objections."The free gift of any of the waste lands of 

the Crown would involve a departure from the spirit,as well as the 

letter,of the present land regulations,to the strict observance of 

whim:h Her 1:T.aj esty 's Government has been so re pea te~l'ly pledged.Her 

Lajesty's Government feel that they would not be justified in 

lJournals of the House of Assembly of Eova Scotia,l83?,Appendix 
2 Ibid. 
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sanctioning any infringement of these reguls .. tions ,excepting in 

cases where satisfactory pfoof could ~e adduced that the public 

interest imperc:,.tively required their relaxation.In the present 

instance no such proof is afforded.On the contrary the measure is 

just an expedient for the relief of these people,the principle as 

well as the success of which seeL1S to be very doubtful.--- If the 

want and privations fron which they h::.:.ve so long suffered have not 

furnished sufficient inducement to active and industrious habits,! 

should fear that the mere occupation of rich land would fail of that 

effect. 

The pro~ed scheme appears to me directly calculated to 

cherish the mistaken and mischievous notion that if they are to 

subsist at all it must be as proprietors of Land,and not as laboners 

for hire." 

After objecting furt~er to the expanse involved by the 

scheme of removal, His Lordship enqv.1red whether the Blacks enjoyed 

the same means of obtaining work as labourers as others of their 

class,a~d if so,whether the Legislature would bear the expense of 

1 transfering them to those districts where their labour was needed. 

This appears to be the last of official effort to 

improve the impoverished coloured settlements,although grants for 

their relief straggle through the Estimates until past the middle 

of the century.In 1836 the Assembly had voted down a Petition for 

aid in setting up an·: "Establishment at Preston for the employment 

of the .Coloured Ped~le there, in knitting and otherwise"~and there 

was little opportunity or inducement offered them to leave their 

precarious foothold on the land. 

It must be remembered,however,that these black 

lJournals of the Assembly of Nova Scotia,l808,Appendix 02. 
2 Ibidil836. 
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settlers whbse misfortunes have been writted into the )ublic records 

were but a few hundred of the Negro population of the Province, 

wh1ch was estimated at 3000 in 18281 and which ha,d doubl-ed by the 

Census of 185l.l~or was destitution and poverty during this period 

cmnfined to the coloured people.In 1836 the Governor told the House 

that "during the last spring, representat1ons were made from. parts 

of the Eastern and \le stern coasts, that gre;-:~.t distress vra-s felt by 

2 many of the Poor Settlers," and similar references are found in 

other years.At the same tirre Negroes In other parts of the ?rovince 

were prosperlng and seekinc opportunities for progress.In 1~~7 a 

Feti tion on behalf of the Coloured People 1n Halifax was .l_')resen"ted 

to the Assemb'ly,praylni aid for the Africe,n School in Halifax,and 

the House gr~nted £40 in addition to the £60 heretorore provided 

by law~Similar petit1on was made by several other distr~cts,but the 

School Act of 1~49 made educat1on the responsibility of ea.ch county, 

and the ProvincialcEducE~tion Committee could then only recommend 

that ·assistance be g1ven the pet1 t1oners. 4 .sy 18'/.J l~ore could vrr~ te 

an accQUnt of tne Hegroes 1n Queen 1 s County wh1ch IS the antithesis 

of the unfavourable op1nion expressea by Hallburton.Here some of 

those vrho came to the Province after 1815 "settled and became 

respectable cltizens.Lany of the1r descenci..~~.nts are now liV1ng,and 

compare favourably with many of thelr wh1te conteinporaries.There are 

some ot them among us who are 1ntell1[ent and Industrious citizens, 

and would, ~f allowed, f1ll some :-nJ.bllc or!· Ices with credl t to 

themselves ana. the cornmunity." 5 

"If all owed" 1s s 1e3n1f leant. The Eegro vras r2-Pldly rnade 

lHaliburton,op.clt. 
2Journals of the House or Assembly,l8~6. 
0 Ib1d. 1837. 
4 Io1d. 184Y.Appendlx,Report or the EducF.ttlon Gomrn1 t.tee. 
b:tufore,A H~story of Q,ueen 's County. 
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to learn that freedom dld not ~ut h1m 1n the same pos~t1on as other 

people who v_rere free.He was not exer1pted from lllll~tia duty,nor, 

when he acqu~red sufficient property.,from taxation,so that he was 

from the beginning regarded as fit for the less popular 

responsibilities of citizenship,but his claim to the "equal rights 

and :privileges" promised b:r his libers,tors from American bondage 

Yras not quickly nor vrillinGlY recognised by hhe other colonists. 

~egroes were not alloTied to vote in Eova 3cotia until 1837,and not 

allowed to serve on juries until two years later. 1 _ And in the 

v-rords of one of those in the Prov1nce now "for many years every 

door of opportunity opened to them reu1nded one of the cartoon 

of the Boxer Rebellion,~he open door of China that bristled wtth 
2 bayonets which must be faced by anyone who would dafe enter." 

lSmith,"Slavery in Canada",?.ecords of N.S.Historical Society,Vol.lO. 
2Letter of l1r.Kinney,Secretary-Treasurer of the Hon1e for Colored 

Chlldren,Halifax. 
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The invent ion of \'v111 tney •a cotton gin gre::=:.tly · increased 

the value of slaves on southern plantations,and in 1793 Congress 

passed the first Fugitive Slave Lav1, :providing for the r·eclmma tion 

of "fugitives from labor" vr!to escaped into the free states •1 J.jy an 

important coincidence Upper Canada in the same year passed an Act 
2 . 

prohibiting the importation of slaves,uh1ch meant that any iegro 

enter1ng the Provlnce from now on becc-:.,Lle free,vrhether he was brought 

in by a master or came as a fugltlve. Lo·wer Canada,hav1ng pas-sed no 

leglslation on slavery,was also open to fusitives,~nd to remove all 

doubt on the subject of their extrad1t1on the Executive Council 

issued a Report in 1829 decl~?.ring, "T:me state of slavery is not 

recognised by the law of Canada,nor does the law admit that any man 

can be the proprietor of another.3very slave therefore who comes into 

the Prov1nce is immediately free , .. ,hcther he has been b:rtkght in by 

0 violence or entered 1t of h1s own accord." 

Between Canada and the slave-hold1ng states of the South 

vras a belt of free states,in whiU! Uesroes could not be enslaved,but 

escape~ slaves could be captured and returned to the South,only 
("" 

across the Canadian border could the fug1t1ve be sure et retaining 

h.1s 11 berty. Thus the legend of the free and frlll tful land of Canada 

brew 1n the South unt1l plantation Negroes saw Heaven itself behind 

the Br1t1sh front1er to the North,ana dy1ng slaves expected to meet 
4 

again 1n Canada. An organ1sed system of escape gradually developed 

-vrn1ch ne came .kno"'r.rn as the Underground Ra1lroad, ana. proved one or tbe 

1 ~-;1ebert, 1•
71. H., The-Unaerground ~ail road, Chap.l. 

~Vide Chap.2,supra. 
~ H 1 ad ell , o p • c 1 "t • , quo t 111g Canadian A r n h 1 v e s , State I\:. p • 4 0 G • 
4R1d<1etl,op.cit. 
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most effective of anti-slavery weapons. 1The way was long and 

unknown to the fugitives,and they were in constant danger from 

pursuing owners and other hostile whites,but along the Railroad 

they found supporters of the abolitionist cause eager to help them 

to freedom.At intervals on each route were "stations 11 where the 

slaves wefe hidden by day,and given instructions for the next 

section of their journey by night,or even escorted for some distance 

by "conductors". 2The chief Underground routes were through Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and New York,and thence to the Canadian side of the 

Detroit River or Lake Erie,but some also went through Indiana and 

Illinois,while Canadian terminals were also established at accessible 

border points between Kingston and Montreal,and some escapes were 

made by sea from Southern and New England ports to the Maritime 

Provinces.3 

A few fugitive slaves began to find their way into Canada 

ffom the beginning of the century,but they did not come in appreciabk 

numbers until some years later.The War of 1812 in which coloured 

troops fought on the Canadian side provided an excellent opportunity 

for spreading information about Canada as a refuge for the self­

emanci»ated slave among the Negroes in the United States,and the 

northward movement to freedom was soon causing apprehension among 

the Southern owners.In 1819 the British Charge d'Affaires at 

Washington asked the Governor of Upper Canada whether fugitives 

could be seized in the Province,or their restitution secured by 

application to the Government, 4and the Attorney-General replied that 

since freedom of the person was eHe e~ the most important civil right 

protected by the law of England which the Province had adopted,the 

Negroes were entitled to personal freedom through residence in the 

1Siebert,op.cit.p.340. 2Ibid. 
3 Ibid 
4Riddell,W.H.,Jour.Negro History,l920,Vo1.5,No.3. 
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country,and any attempt to infringe their rights would be resisted 

by the Courts.In 1826 Secretary of State Clay instructed the United 

States representative at St.James to take the matter up with the 

British Government,and proposed an agreement for the "mutual 

surrender of all persons held to service or labour,under the laws 

of either party,who escape into the territory of the other".The 

..u;nglish replied that"it was utterly impossiole for them to agree 

to a stipulation for the surrender of fugitive slaves",but in 1828 

the Un1ted States again raised the question,urging that "the evil" 

was likely to disturb"the good neighbourhood"which they desired to 

maintain with Canada,and again got the same reply. 1 

~ a Statute passes in Upper Canada in 1833 any person 

could be arrested whose extradition was sought by a foreign country 

on a charge of Murder,Forgery,Larceny or other crime,which if 

committed within the Province,would have been punishable with death, 

corporal punishment,the pillory,whipping of confinement with hard 

labour.But after making an inquiry into the facts of the case,the 

Governor-in-Council could exercise his discretion in granting or 

refusing the delivery of the prisoner. 2Fugitive slaves came within 

the provisions of this law if a recognised crime could be proved 

against them,but difficulty arose in certain cases where a criminal 

offence could be made the basis of a claim intended to secure the 

fugitive not for due punishment,but for re-enslavement. 

One case which attracted much attention because of its 

vielent ending was that of Solomon Moseby,of Mosely,who used his 

master's horse to escape from Kentucky,and afterwards sold it.A 

prima facie case for the theft of the horse was made out and an 

order sent for the extradition of Moseby.The Attorney-General advised 

the Executive Coupcil that there was sut'ficient proof to warrant 
fsiebert• op.c1t.p.299. 2Riddell,op.cit. 
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complying with the order,and the Governor replied to a petition for 
the release of the prisoner that "he was bound to deliver up Moseby 

1 as a felon,although he would arm the Province to protect a slave". 

The case excited great public interest,and the coloured people of 

the district gathered in hundreds round the gaol with the 

determination to stop the return of Moseby across the Niagara River. 

When he was at length brought out they attacked the military guard, 
who were ordered to fire.In the confusion Moseby escaped,but two of 
his rescuers were ki1led. 2Public opinion was divided over the 

incident;to the conservatives,the Negroes were a rebellious mob,to 
the radicals,they were on the same side of the law as Cromwell and 
George Wash~ngton.3 

A few days later another fugitive,Jesse Happy,was 
requisitioned for trial in Kentucky for &,'simi~arcoffence,and the 

intention was obviously to return him to slavery.Since the re­
enslavement of a fugitive was contrary to the principle of their 

1aws,but a man could not be allowed to escape the consequences of 
his crime because he had been a slave,the Canadian authorities had 

no clear course of action,and they referred the case to England 

where it was Qllbmi.tt~ed to the Law Officers of the Crown. Their opinion 
was clearly intended to promote the cause of freedom.While no 

distinction in matters of criminality should be made between Slaves 
and Freemen,they pointed out that the evidence of the crime must be 

taken in Canada,and further,that the Governor was empowered by the 

Provincial Statute to exereise his discretion where special circum­

stances made it inexpedient to accede to the request for extradition. 
lKirby,Annalsof N"iagara,p.2'17.Also in Publications of the Lundy •s 

Lane Society. 2 Ibid. 
3Riddell,op.cit.,& ibid Vol.4,No.4. 
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In this particular case they thought that the offence was merely 

the unauthorised use of a horse,not horse-stealing according to the 

laws of Upper Canada,and concluded that this was sufficient ground 

for setting the prisoner free. 1Happy was accordingly released in 

November 183?,and no request for the extradition of a fugitive slave 

was made again until after 1842 when the Ashburton-Webster Treaty 

was concluded.An attempt was made to interpret the clause which 

provided that all persons charged. -.vi t.h. murder, or· assault vfith intent 

to ::-!1Ur:Je:;_--,pir~Jey o::._" 2.rson,robbe:c~r or forgery should be delivered_ up 

to justice by one country to the ot~er,as ground for the rendition 

of fugitive slaves,but t:tm. trouble had been foreseen,and Ashburton 

had assured Thomas Clarkson that slaves would be given up only for 

the crimes specifically mentioned in the Treaty~ 

In 1860 a notable case arose which tested the obligations 

under the treaty with reference to slaves.In escaping capture by a 

man not his owner,a slave had staboed the man,who afterwards died. 

Seven years later the Negro was recogn1sed in Ontario by a slave­

catcher from Missouri,arrested on a charge of murder,and tried by 

the Court of ~ueen•s Bench.Lord Elgin had replied to an appeal on 

behalf of the prisoner that "if twelve freeholders should testify 

that he had been a man of integrity since his arr1val in their 

dominion,it should clear him", 3but the law and the facts of the case 

were too clear for such evasion,and the presiding judges disagreed 

only on the technical point of the form of the warrant.The case 

attracted a great deal of attention,and when by a majority decision 

of the Court Anderson was re-committed to gaol,the British and 

Foreign Anti-Slavery Society applied to the English Court of ~ueen's 
-r ..... 

lRiddell,op.cit. ,quoting Canadian Archives,Stat·e G84,p.2'77. 
2Landon,Fred,Negroes in Upper Canada before 1865,Papers of the 

Ontario Historical Soc1ety,1~25 
3Siebert,op.cit.p.353. 
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Bench for a writ of habeas corpus.This was granted,and was the 

cause of a Statute in 1862 forbidding English EBg~iek Courts to 

issue a writ of habeas corpus into any British possession which has 

a Court with the power to issue such a writ. 1But in the meantime 

an application to another Common Law Court in Upper Canada had 

proved successful,and the prisoner was discharged.This was the last 

attempt made to extradite a fugitive slave,and Lincoln's Proclamation 

two years later put an end to all such claims. 

A complete record of cases in the Courts concerning 

fugitive slaves is beyond the scope ot th~s thesis,these leading 

decisions have eR~Y been quoted merely to show that legal opinion 

in Canada was determined to maintain the free a~~ndependent status 

of Negroes under its jurisdict~on-the Mansfield Judgment had fallen 

on fru~tful ground.For somet~1ne it created a somewhat strange 

situation since slavery was not legally abolished in Canada until 

l833,but it was nevertheless a situation that exercised a subtle and 

certain 6n the history of slavery on the rest of the continent.No 

doubt the system in the United States would have ended sometime 

anyway,but in judging the friction of conflicting principles which 

flamed into Civil War in 1861 the tr~ckle of black fugitives who for 

sixty years and more were guided by obscure and dev~ous routes to 

freedom on Canadian so~l is an influence that cannot be ignored.Both 

to the South wh~ch begrudged their loss,and to the North which was 
2 ashamed of their condition,they were an inc~tement to war. 

Exactly how many Negroes came to Canada dur~ng this period 

is not known,and the records 1n the f1rst two Censuses~ admittedly 

lncomplete.In the 1851 Census of Population there was a column for 

lRiddell,op:Cit. 
2Cf. Book er Wasmngton, "Story of the Negro". C"-fl.f· XJ_. 
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Coloured Persons a~ Indians wh~ch contained ~,095 coloured,but a 

footnote stated,"In several counties these divisions were not given 

in the abstracts.There are about 8000 coloured persons in Western 

Canada ... The Rev.Ward,who worked among the Negroes and was h.J.mself 

a fug~tlve,said. that they frequentJ.y omitted to indicate their 

coJ.our when making returns, so that evt;n wher·e a colour record was 

taken ~t was not complete. 1 

The Census o!· 1861 also had a column for Coloured Persons 

with the same explanation as before,and snowed ll,GG~ in Upper 

Canada and l~u in Lower Canada,out Dr.Howe came to Canada in i862 

for the special purpose of studyJ.ng the refugees,and. f011nd the Negro 

population ~n every to~;-,n he visited ml).ch beyond the number given in 

the Census.He estimated the total number in Upper Canada at about 

20,000,but this differs as much from the estimates of other traveller& 

as from the Censua.The highest figures were ?5,000 in 1858,and 60,000 

two years later,but some well-informed sourcew agree that 30,000 -

40,000 were here before 1850,and about 10,000 came in after the 

Fugitive Slave Law in that year~This was a rigourous and vindictive 

~easure inspired by the anger of the South at the increasing loss 

of its chattel labourers,which allowed ownership to be established 

by the simple affidavit of the person claiming the slave,and not 

only call~d upon "all good citizens" to be slave-catchers,but also 

made all free Negroes liable to be arbitrarily enslaved. 3Aa a result 

all terminals o~ the Underground Railroad reported a great increase 

in traffic in the decade af~er 1850,and the growing number of 

desertions was reflected in the wide range of comment and apprehensL~ 

lLa.ndon, op. c it. 
2 Ibid,and"Negro Migration to Canada after 1850 11 ,Journal of Negro 

3Siebert,op.cit. History,l920.Vol.5,No.l. 



in the United States.On Missouri paper even stated that "the evil" 

threatened to subvert the institution of slavery in that State.1 

Fugitives who had reached Canada safely were eager to 

help those they had left in slavery to escape,and by 1860 five 

hundred refugees were returning annually to help "spirit away" 

slaves.2Th~s interest and enthusiasm led John Brown to come to 

Canada in 1858 and call a meeting at Chatham in the midst of the 

refugee settlements,at which he exp~ained his plans for establishing 

a stronghold in the Virginian Mountains from which to raid the slave-

holding planters.But so much time elapsed between the meeting and 
3 the raid that only one Canadian Negro was present at Harper's Ferry, 

The only possession with most fugitives arrived was 

enthusiasm for their new-found freedom.They reached Canada destitute, 

ill-clothed and ignorant of the conditions that confronted them.Some 

free Negroes m~grating from the Northern Staees had both property 

and experience,and came after 1850 in noticeable numbers,bringing 
4 horses and wagons,and sometimes buying land, butthese were a small 

minority,the others were from the start in need of all the necessitUs 

of life.Josiah Henson wrote of the refugees he saw in 1830 "at that 

time they were scattered in all directions and~or the most part 

miserably poor,subsisting not infrequently on the roots and herbs 

of the fields". 5Fortunately the movement was spread over a long 

period and grew slowly,so that the economic absorbtion of the 

fugjtives was never a difficult problem. 

The Canada Mission was formed in 1838 to &alp newly­

arrived refugees by supplping proper clothing,and offering food and 

lLandon,op.cit.,Journal of Negro History. 
2Siebert1 op. c it. 
3Landon,'From Chatham to Harper's Ferry",University Magazine 1919 
4La.ndon, quoted op. c it. i.Jq_urna.l of Negro History. 
5Siebert,op.cit. 
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shelter until they found a means of self-support.There appears to 

have been a ready response to the needs of the ex-slaves both in 

Britain and the Northern States,and the Canadian Government admitted 

supplies sent them from abroad free of Customs Duty. 1But at the 

same time every effort was made to encourage the refugees' indepen­

dence of spirit and prevent them from relying on charity fD~ support, 

and nothing like the succession of grants made the "destitute and 

distressed" Negroes of Nova Scotia is found in Ontario. 

In 1'194 some free Negroes in Upper Canada had petitioned 

the Executive Council for lands on which to settle,and the petition 

was rejected~Unfortunately the official reasons for this action do 

not appear to have survived,but they were possibly connected with 

the fact that slavery still existed in the Province and it was not 

customary at that time to regard a Negro as a landowner.In 1830, 

after ~eing promised an unconditional welcome by Sir John Colborne, 

some Ameiican Negroes started the Wilberforce Settlement,but in a 

few years the Canada Land Company refused to sell any more land to 

Negroes,and for lack of room to expand the colony decayed. 3But such 

discrimination was ~pparently not general,and in 1844 Levi Coffin, 

one of the chief organisers of the fugitive movement into Canada, 

wrote that land had been easily obtained by the Negroes,"and many 

had availed themselves of the opportunity to secure comfortable 

homesteads". 4Siebert shares this view,and says "the fact that there 

were large tracts of good land in that part of Canada accessible 

to the fugitive was a fortunate circumstance,for the desire to 

possess and cultivate their own land was widespread among the 

lSieberf;op. c it. 
2Cruikshank,Docum~nts.from.the Can~dian Archiv;s,Papera of the 

Ontar1o H1stor1cal Soclety,Vol.25. i&ifbiQD ~f ~R~ Kiie 
3La.ndon,"History of Wilberforce Refugee Colony",London & :Mtaal~sex· 

Historical Society,l918,Part 9,p.30. 
4 Siebert,op.cit. 
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escaped slaves.This eagerness drew many of them into the Canadian 

wilderness,there to cut out little farms for themselves and live 

the life of pioneers". 1 In 1846 the ~ueen's Bush region north-west 

of Toronto was still a wilderness,then fugitives began to penetrate 

it and clear the land,and in two years fifty families were settled 

there. 2The busiest terminals of the Underground Railroad were in 

the inter-lake region of Ontario,and many Negro settlements were 

formed here between the Detroit River and Niagara.There was a gradual 

movement to the interior as Knowledge of the opportun~ties for 

settlement spread,and coloured colonies were established as far 

north as Owen Sound on the shores of Georgian Bay, 3but apparently 

few of the refugees retained possession of the land they cleared. 

Siebert attributes this partly to their ignorance of conveyancimg, 

and partly to the sharp practices of unscroupulous whites.Some early 

fugitives were received by the Indians under Chief Brant on the 

elbow of land between Lakes Ontario and Erie,and finding hospitality 

and a congenial life,the Negroes frequently adopted the customs of 

their benefactors and remained among them. 4 

Many special attempts were made to organise refugee 

settlements with the purpose of enabling destitute arrivals to 

obtain land,and,by rpoviding instruction in practical matters,to 

remove the disadvantages under which they ordinarily had to oegin 

the struggle for a livelihood.One of the earliest,and probably most 

successful,of these was the Dawn Settlement founded in 1842,which 

aimed at being self-supporting,and had a prosperous career for about 

ten years.Another settlement which attracted a great deal of attentio~ 

was that formed at Buxton in le50 under the auspices of the Elgin 

Association,but most of these communities served a useful purpose 

lSiebert,op.cit. 2Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4Hamilton,Slavery in Canada,Magazine of American History,vol.25. 
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and then decayed.The immediate employment offered by populous 

centres was exceedingly attractive to people who had hever before 

wor~ed for money of their own,and large numbers of fugitives found 

their way to Toronto,Hamilton,Montreal and other towns.Here they 

were employed in hotels and taverns;as carpenters~plasterers and 

blacksmiths;and in var~ous unskilled occupat~ons,wh~le a few became 

shopkeepers and clerks. 1 

Howe lnvestlgated the fortunes of those who had entered 

into the competitive life of' the towns,and found in 1862 that at 

Malden one in three o!" the wh1te population,and one in eleven of 

the coloured,were paying rates or taxes.The average amount paid by 

the former was l9.52,and by the latter $5.12.At Windsor the 

proportion or· wni te ratepayers was 1 to '7i,and o!" the cXD.oured 1 to 6, 

but the percapita average t·or t.he wh~te was $18.'76,and for the 

coloured only i4.18.Since,however,no special opportun1ties for 

acquir1ng property were ot·tered ret·ugees ~n these places,Howe thought 

thls by no means a discredltable showing. 2 

On the whole the..;state of the country at thls time was 

favourable for an influx of heavy manual labour.Farmers were 

constantly 1n need of more labourers to br1ng new land under 

cultivation,and railway building was beg1nning to need workers on a 

large scale.In 1851 two thousand five hundred Negroes were work~ng 

on the Canada Ba.ilway for ilO per month and board,and the next year 

an advertisement for a thousand to wark on the Great Western Railway 

appeared in the "Voice of the Fugitive",a paper published for the 

refugees by Henry Bibb,a Detroit Negro. 3 He tried to urge upon his 

people the opportunity for solid advancement which Canadian.conditions 

lSiebert,op.cit. 
2 Ibid. 
3Landon,op.cit.,Papers of the Ontario Historical Society,Vol.22. 
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offered,"Canada is no place for barbers,bootblacks and table waitersf 
1 he wrote in 185l."We want farmers,mechanics,and professional men." 

But many refugees were too reaay to sacrifice these opportunites 

for the readier eains of personal service and subservience,their 

long inheritance of ignorance and subjection still weighed heavily 

against them. 

Regardirgthe character of the slaves who escaped to 

Canada,the United States Secretary of State wrote to London in 1826 

"they are generally the most worthless of their class,and far, 

therefore,from being an acquisition which the British Government can 

be anxious to make.The sooner,we should think,they are gotten rid 

of the better for Canada."2 But the South was setting a high value 

upon these worthless absconding slaves,and upon him rested the 

difficult task of persuading the British Government to exclude them 

from its territory.It would not have suited his purpose to claim 

that in the interests of the plantation owners the most sturdy and 

enterprising slaves must be prevented from escaping,but this is the 

contradictory view now held by Judge Riddell,who says that the 

Canadian refugees were the best of their class,for only the strongest 

and most perseyering~rcould succeed in making the long,hazardous 

journey. 3Siebert•s view is more moderate,and probably a more accurate 

estimate.He says that those who came to Canada were on the whole a 

representative body of the slave class.The Underground Railroad made 

flight comparatively easy after 1830,the success of the fugitive did 

not depend wholly on his own enterprise and endurance,and a scout 

arranging escapes had little opportunity to select a superior type 
4 of slave. 

l~uoted by Landon,op.cit. 
2Siebert,op.cit. 
3Riddell,op.cit. 
4Siebert,op.cit. 
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There were some fugitives who had had a wider range of 

experience than was genera~ly open to the slave,or who disp~ayed 

unusual ability,these were thoroughly capable of looking after 

themselves,but most of the runaways were not equipped by the previous 

conditions of their existence to reach freedom or utilise its 

opportunities unaided.Much of the slave's apparent ignorance and 

resignation was,however,really shrewdness-he knew better than to 

invite punishment by showing discontentment,but the terrifying 

rlunours about Canada which the planters circulated had as little 

effect upon his intention to abscond as the Secretary of State•s 

similarly expedient description had upon the British Government.1 

The description which Drew gave in 1856 of the Negro communities he 

visited might have been true of any race.Some of the people,he said, 

"were intelligent and respectable,while some wasted their time and 

neglected their opportunities". 2 William Lyon Mackenzie wrote to an 

agent of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 183? that as a people 

the Negroes were as well-behaved as the majority of whites,and 

perhaps more temperate;they showed no greater propensities to crime, 

and rarely sought public charity."! regret" he said "that an 

unfounded fear of a union with the United States --- should have 

induced them to oppose reform and free institutions in this colony--. 

The apology I make for them is that they have not been educated as 

freemen." 3 

But the Negroes early realise& this handicap and set 

about removing it.Schools for both young and old were attached to 

the refugee settlements,in mixed communities the question of separate 

schools arose at a~ early date,and coloured youths were among the 

lSiebert,op.cit. 
2 Ibid.Drew wrote "A Northside View of Slavery" in 1856. 
3Landon,op.cit.,Ontario Historical Society,Vol.22. 
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first students at the University of Toronto. 1Perhaps the greatest 

indication of the Negroes' desire to benefit from their new 

opportunties is seen in their formation of "True Ba.nds",associations 

for the purpose of improving schools,increasing school attendance 

among the coloured people,abating race prejudice,and maintaining a 

fund 2 for helping destitute persons arriving from slavery. The 

Association for the Education of Coloured People was formed in 

Canada West to meet the need created by the increased immigration 

after 1850,and in 1859 it was incorpo!ated by statute so that its 

work among refugees in other parts of Canada might be facilitated. 3 

In 1864 Howe wrote from his contempora.ry knowledge of 

the refugees that they earned a living and gathered property,"they 

improve in manners and morals,not because they are picked men,but 

because they are free men",and it was his opinion that they "promote 

the industrial and material interests of the country,and are 

valuable citizens".4 There is no ev1dence that practical grounds for 

a rebuttal of this statement ever existed,but in Canada,as in other 

countries,the end of Negro slavery was only the beginning of another 

controversy as to the social relations of the white and the coloured 

races. 

----·------------.---------

1Landon,'1Canada's part in Freeing the Slave",Papers of the Ontar10 Historical Society,l919. 
2Siebert,op.cit.,p.230. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 



CHAPTER 5. 

PUBLIC POLICY TOWARDS THE NEGRO AND THE SIAVE. 

The Canadian attitude to slavery began by reflecting the 

idea with which Europe colonised the American continent,an idea 

of d_azzling riches-~to be obtained from the reckless enslavement of 

Negroes;it ended by JOining issue with that opinion in Britai~ and 

the Northenn United Statee,which after more than a century's 

experience of the limited and localised benefits of the system 

revo~ted at the horrors of such traffic in human misery.As soan as 

slavery was abolished in Canada,there grew up a national repugnance 

to its existence elsewhere.As long,therefore,aa the Negro by coming 

to Canada made slaveholding in the South more precarious he was 

invited and welcomed,but when there was no longer any slavery from 

which he could flee,he ceased to find a welcome and scarcely found 

toleration. 

Siebert descrJ.bes the attitude o:f:' the Canadian Government 

to the fugJ.tives as "one of welcome and protection",and it is clear 

that the Courts secured to them absolute vJ.ndication of their rights 

to freedom.Slavery had not lasted lor~ enough,nor been w1<1espread 

enough to place the Negro beyond the bounds of ordinary JUStJ.ce and 

compassion;ana because slaves were no longer among the assets of 

the property-holdJ.ng class the situatJ.on J.n other countries could 

be judgea on purely tneoretJ.cal and humanitar1an grounds.The attitude 

of Canada was therefore as detached ana critical as the Mansfield 

Judgment-and far less tolerant of the sanct1ons o:r custom. 

It iS sJ.gnJ.tJ.cant that when a group of Free Negroes 1n 

Upper Canada pet~tioned the Execut1.ve Counc1l in 1794,when slavery 

slavery still existed in the Province,to grant tnem lands on which 
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to settle,the Pet~~ion was reJected.lBut in 1829 when a deputat~on 

of' Cincinnati Negroes asked Sir John Colborne if they could move to 

Canada to escape the threatened ent"orcement of the Black Laws in 

the Sou~h,~ke ~overnor replied "Tell the republicans on your side 

of the line that we Royalists do not know a man by his colour.If 

you come to us,you will be en~itled to all the privileges of the 

rest of His Majesty's subjects:2surely a rash statement when there 

were still over a million slaves in the Empire whom Royalists knew 

by their colour,but it is the key to the fortunes of fug~tives in 

Canada,they were not judged on their own merits,but as the un­

deserving victims of a despised republican tyranny.Colborne welcomed 

them in defiance of his old enemies,but long after this nationalist 

feeling ceased the general moral question remained,and on this side 

of the line the opponents of slavery continued eager to free its 

victims.The promise of equal privileges of citizenship was never 

retracted or contravened, but neither was it ever subjected to .any 

excessive strain.The fugitives were distributed over the country 

and absorbed into its economic life without difficulty,the necessity 

of considering them as an alien racial element never arose,and 

Lincoln's Proclamation stopped the influx at an opportune time.If 

Negro immigration had continued for long after 1860 at the rate at 

which it proceeded in the decade before,it is an open question 

whether the sympathetic attitude of the public would have survived 

the prospect of a dark-complexioned population spreading over 

larger and larger areas of the country,and the influx into the 

towns of an alien element beyond the native capacity of absorbtion. 

But in point of fact during the period that fugitive slaves were 

lCruikshank,op.cit.supra. 
2Landon,op.cit.Bntario Historical Society Papers,l919. 
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coming to Canada the future racial aspects of the movement were 

on the whole obscured by the immediate moral issue. 

During the War of 17'16 Negroes .had been enrolled in the 

English ranks,and a company of Black Pioneers had served under 

General Cl1nton~In 1812 Negroes fought with the Canadian troops, 

and Sir Francis Bond Head remarked on the readiness with which they 

enlisted. 2During the Rebellion of 1S37 Negroes were enrolled in the 

militia,and Kirby mentions in his Annals of Niagara that a company 

of coloured men served under Captain Clench on the frontier,and 

"proved good and trusty soldiers".3 

As race or colour was not made the basis of any d1stinction 

in the enjo~ent of civil rights Negroes who came to Canada obta1ned 

the franch1se and became eligible for public office on the same 

terms as other property-holders.Howe declared in 1864 that the Negroee 

in Upper Canada were "enfranchised citizens of a government that 

protects their rights"."The Negro voters" he says "use their pri'til€89 

freely in common with the native citizens,allying themselves with 

the two regular parties of Canada."4Apparently the Negroes fitted 

willingly into the political scheme they found,th~gratitude led 

them to support the system that had given them freedom,and William 

Lyon Mackenzie found it necessary to deprecate their "extravagant 

loyalty to the Executive".5The head of the Buxton Settlement mentions 

the offices of pathmasters,school trustees and conncillors as those 

to wh1ch coloured men had been chosen within his knowled,ge,and adds 

that he thought that white men would refuse to vote for a black 

running for Parliament.6A Negro official of the Underground Railroad 

lSmith,Slavery in Canada,Records of the Nova Scotia Hist.Society,VollO 
2Sir F.B.Head,A Narrative,,.337. 
3Kirby,op.cit.,p.2?7. 
4Siebert,op.cit. 
5Landon,op.cit.Ontario Historical Society,Vol.22. 
6Siebert,op.cit. 
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was told by a friend that the laws of Canada made no distinction 

and Negroes did jury duty with their wh~te neighbours,and served as 

school directors and road commissioners. 1 

But a change in the Negro's status was not sufficient to 

extinguish colour prejudice where it was already inherent or 

acquired by contact with the United States.In 1849 when the Elgin 

Association was arranging for the settlement of refugees in Kent it 

met with considerable opposition,and in a special resolution the 

Western District Council stated,"The increased immigration of foreign 

Negroes into this part of the province is truly alarming,"and 

mentioned in corroboration that "the Negroes,who form at least one-

third of the inhabitants of Colchester,attended the township meeting 

for the election of parish and township officers and insisted upon 

their right to vote,which was denied them by every individual white 

man at the meeting.The consequence of which was that the chairman 

of the meeting was prosecuted and thrown into heavy costs,which costs 

were paid by sabscriptions from white inhabitants.As well asmany 

others,in the same towash~p of Colchester havenot been able to get 

schools in many school sections in consequence of the Negroes 

insisting on their right of sending their chi~dren to such schools. 

No white man will ever act with ~hem in any public capacity,this fact 

is so glaring that no sheriff in this province would dare to summon 

coloured men to do jury duty.That such things have been done in 

other parts of the British domin~ons we are well aware of,but we are 

2 convinced that the Canadians will never tolerate such conduct." 

The Reverend Ward,himself a fugitive,replied that he knew 

Negroes who had served as jurors in Toronto and elsewhere,and that 

lSiebert,op.cit. 
2Landon,op.cit.Ontariolqiatorical Society,Vol.22. 
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this resolution was only intended to rouse racial antipathy. 1 The 

attack seems to have been generally understood as an attempt to 

block the Elgin land grant,but the Montreal Pilot published a reply 

connecting the incident with the Annexation Movement."We have OD 

more than one occasion advocated the rights of our coloured fellow 

citizens in this province and expressed our surprise and indignation 

at the attempts made to take them away,The opponents of free settle­

ment may be reminded that we are not yet annexed,and that lt is far 

too soon to anticipate by an anti-British policy an event the 

probable occurence of which is contemplated by the lovers of genuine 

freedom and lndependence with strong feelings of aversion.The 

prejudice against colour is a moral weakness,to say the least,of 

which an Englishman should be ashamed.It ought to have no place 

among us."2 

There can be no doubt that the Negro was not persona 

grata in all the communities he entered.John Scoble,Secretary of the 

British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society,visited Canada in lebl and 

wrote of the refugees that "By not a few of the French Canadians,the 

Irish,and,though 1n not so great a degree,the Scothh and English, 

they are regarded as an inferior casts and a degraded people,and 

therefore but little social intercourse exists between them." 3 

Agitation against the presence of coloured children in the common 

schools led to the Negroes hav1ng separate schools in many places, 

and coloured people were sometimes refused accommodation in taverns 

and on steamboats,yet Frederick Douglas declared that the kindly 

reception he received at a hotel on the Canadlan side was in marked 

contrast to his treatment in Amer1can cities1The situation was 

lLandon,op.c~t.supra. 
2Quoted ibid. 
I Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
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probably accurately summed up by Henry Bibb in 1852 when he stated 

"We are sorry to be compelled to admit that along the frontier we 

have to contend with Yankee prejudice against colour,although:::unlike 

t·hat which ~s so formidable ~n the United States.There it is 

bolstered up by law - here it has no foundation to stand upon and 

we can live it down.As to there being legal obstacles in the wa~ 

of our a.dvancement,we know of none." 1They were yet to learn that 

other obstacles could be quite as effective. 

In 1851 the Canadian Anti-Slavery Society was organised 

at Toronto with the two-fold ooject of ass~st~ng relief work among 

the fugitives,and aid~ng ~u the ext~nction of slavery all aver the 

world by the eO.ti.cat~on of public opin~on.Abol~tionist sentiment had, 

of course,been strong ~n Canada for a long time,ana the Soc~ety did 

no ~nitiate a policy so mucn as organise ~ts protagon~sts.The need 

and reason for ~ts act1v~~ies are expla1nea. by the words of George 

Brown at a meet1ng ~n lts5G,"We,too,are Americans.On us,as on them, 

rests the respons10~1~ty of preserving the honour of the comt~ent. 

2'' On us,as on them,rests the nob~e trust of shielding free inst1tut1ons. 

Clearly the Negro was but a pawn 1n the battle of motives between 

the slave-holding South and the unencUmbered North.When the Society 

was asked for a~ opinion regarding the encouragement of Negro 

migration to the West Indies,it expressed unqualified disapproval, 

and supported the resolution of the Great North American Convention 

of Coloured People which had met at Toronto in 1851 and decided that 

"western Canada was the most desirable place of resort fotr coloured 

people in the American continent,and that coloured people in the 

United States shou)Jd emigrate bcb Canada rather than tb:_the West Indies 

or Africa,since in Canada they wou)Jd be better able to assist their 

brethern flying from slavery."3 

1HfHflBqt¥§~"P-~IflV~~fiSo!H~tgrbfaea~ad:~3~1l.¥Sh2gf Negro History,"~ 
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Among the members of the Society were a few who crossed 

the border for the ~urpose of stimulating and assist1ng the escape 

of slaves from the South.One of the most notable white men who 

joined in the woek of abduction was Dr.Alexander Ross,whose pursuit 

of botanical specimens secured for him easy access to the p~antations 

where he spread plans of escape among the slaves.He says in his 

Recollections that Uncle Tom's Cabin was to him "a command",and as 

soon as he read it his"resolution was taken to devote all his 

energies to let the oppressed go free".l Other members were the 

people,both white ana coloured,who had undertaken the task of caring 

for the refpgees and improving their lot,and perhaps most influential 

in moulding public opinion were the public men who controlled the 

flow of propaganda.Conspicuous among these were George and Gordon 

Brown who made the Toronto Globe the leading exponent of the 

abolitionist cause,Dr.Willis,principal of Knox College,who attacked 

the general attitude of indifference to slavery displayed by the 

Canadian Churches,and Oliver Mowat,afterwards Premier of Ontario. 

At the meeting of the Society in 1857 the Churches were described 

as the "bulwark" of the slave system,and accused of fraternising 

with its supporters in the United States.2 The Church,a denominational 

paper,held that 1t was unnecessary for the Society to deaounce 

slavery in the United States,and the attitude of the Patriot was 

definitely hostile to the whole anti-slavery movement,while a notable 

instance of discrimination was the refusal of the Sons of Temperance 

League to admit Negroes to membership.3 

On the eve of the Civil War Sir Francis Head declared that 

the government held a very favourable opinion of the fugitives as 

lSiebert,op.cit. 
2Landon,op.cit.Ontario Historical Society,Vol.22. 
3 Ibid. 
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settlers and citizens,and could still afford them homes in the 

Domininn;but ensuing events prevented the test1ng of this invitation. 

Not only did the abolition of slavery in the United States stop the 

migration into Canada,but after the War many refugees returned bo 

the United States.Lincoln's Proclamation had filled them with a new 

confidence in their old home,and some of them still.:·:had relatives 

and friends in the South. 

For the large number who remained in Canada,however, 

conditions were different.Their welcome vanished with the cause 

that had originated it;the people who had r~garded the abolition 

of slavery as an urgent moral task had no interest in the future 

of the Negro as such,and hhe race found in Canada as elsewhere 

that there are more subtle and pernicious forces of hestility than 

legal slavery.The people who in a spirit of enthusiasm for 

righteousness had sung 

"Let the law of the land forge its bonds of wrong, 
I shall help when the self-freed crave: 

For the law 1n my soul,bright,beamin~ and strong, 
Bids me succor the fleeing slavea" 

cared equally little for the law of the land after it had removed 

its bonds of wrong,and when the Negro was no longer ~leeing from 

slavery refused to recoanise his right to equal justice and 

social freedom. 

--~~-~----------~-------~--

lSiebert,op.cit. 
2 Ibid. 



CHAPTER 6. 

lliSTRIBUTION,ASSIMILATION AND MIGRATION OF NEGROES 

SINCE 1865. 

The Census returns of Negro Papulation in 1851 and 1861 

were admittedly incomplete,but according to other estimates there 

were,as we saw in Chapter 4,50,000 to 60,000 Negroes in the whole 

of Canada by 1860,and about 85% were in the Province of Upper Canada. 

The exact number of refugees that returned to the United States 

after the Civil War is not known,but the total African population in 
Ontario recorded by the Census of 1871 was 13,435,so that if this 

figure is really what it purports to be there had been a large and 

rapid exodus of Negroes from the Province.The Quebec total of 148 

appears to reflect the same movement,but on the other hand the 

Maritime Provinces still show substantial numhers,and the returns 

for Nova Scotia are more than double the estimate of 3000 made by 

Haliburton in 1828.Evidently fug~tives ha~ entered the Province in 

spite of the Act of 1834.The African Population of all Canada 

according to this Census was 21,496,or .62% of the whole population, 

the largest number as well as the highest percentage that any census 

has shown. 

There was little change in the Negro total ~n 188l,but the 

percentage had fallen to .5 of the whole population.A Report on thls 

Census classified the Origins of the People,and showed that the 

proportion of African origin per thousand of the population was 4.9 

for all Canada,l6 for Nova Scotia,6.~ for Ontario,5.5 for British 

Columbia,5.1 for New Brunswick,l.4 for Prince Edward Island,.4 for 

Maniteba,and .1 for ~uebec.In every thousand families in the Dominlon 

the number of African origin was ~6.3,which was smaller than that 
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of the old white stocks,but larger than that of the new immigrant 

groups.In the Census of 1891 there was no enumeration by race,and 

the returns of 1901,in which the designation"Negro"is used for the 

first time,shows only 1?,~~? of this race,a decrease of about 20% 

from the African total of twenty years before.The Instructions to 

the Enumerators of this Census stated ,"Only pure whites wi~l be 

classed as whites;the children begotten of marriages between whites 

and any one of the other races wi~l be classed as red,black ore 

ye1low,as the case may be,irrespective of the degree of colour." 

S~llar instructions were given in 19ll,but this Census showed a 

further decl1ne of over 3% in the Negro population,and although the 

returns 1n 19Gl increased by over 8%.2b% of the to-ca1 had been born 

abroad,so that an appreciable dec~ine in the number of Canadian 

Negroes 1s implied by the figures. 

A comparative table of the Domin1on Census returns from 

18'/1-1921 shows that while the total number has f1uctuated,there has 

been a steady decrease in the Negro percentage of the whole popu1ati~ 

• YEAR • TOTAL PERCENTAGE - • 

18?1 21,496 .62 
1881 21,394 .50 
1891 # # 
1901 1?,4~7 .02 
1911 .16,877 .23 
1921 18,291 .21 _______________ 6 

This relative decline is easily explained by the large 

immigratlon of other races,but the reason for the decreas2ng 

number of' nat1ve-born Negroes 1s not so clear,and a comparison of 

#No separate classlfication. 
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the~r distribution by Provinces dur~ng th~s per~od shows d~ffer~ng 

degrees of mobility. 

PROVINCE .. 1871 • 18~1 , 1901 1911 , 1~21 

P.E.I. ~ 1bb 141 81 4~ 

Nova Scot1a 6,21G 7,16G 5,':Jd4 6,041 6,1r/b 
NewBrunswick 1, '101 1,6~8 1,~68 1,07<;; 1,190 
Q,uebec 148 141 280 401 1,o~6 
Ontar~o 13,4~5 1G,095 8,9~5 6,74? 7,202 
Man~toba -~---~-----~----~ 25 61 G09 4~1 
Saskatchewan ----------------~~------- 1 ~~6 396 
~lberta a•~-~~~---------------~-- :6'/ 979 1,048 
5fM~qa 676 ------------ 274 53G 4?~ 

At the beg.J.nnl.ng Ontar~o had a Negro populat~on more tnan 

double that or Nova Scotia,but ~t showed a rap~a decll.ne whl.le that 

of Nova Scot~a rema1nea pract1.cally stat1onary,so that oy 1911 each 

Prov1nce had almost the same number,anu togetner had 13,G88 or 

nearly 90/0 ot·· the Negroes 1n the Doml.nion.As it is unlikely that 

climatic factors would have operated more severely in the south of 

Ontario than in Nova Scotia,the explanation of th~s decline is 

probably to be found elsewhere than in mortality rates •• 

An examination of the rural and the urban d~stribution 

1.n these two Provinces reveals another point of con~rast.While in 

Nova Scotia the Negro commun1t~es 1n rural areas such as Preston, 

Hammond's Plains and Truro,where the first Negroes settled,have 

. 

rema1ned practically st~tionary or shown a slight increase,in Ontario 

the original settlements at Dawn,Dresden,Sandwich and other places 

which reaain rural have dwindled steadily,while urbanised centres 

such as_~,London and St.Catherine •s have held and even increased 

their Negro population,and Windsor City has attracted ?5% of all the 

Negroes in EKsex North County where they were originally scattered 

in small townships.This movement to industr1al1sed centres is also 

to be seen in Nova Scotia in the growing Negro population of Sydney 
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it 
and New Glasgow,but here ~fte me~emeftt has not affected any 

considerable earlier settlements at other places. 

The tendency to congregate in populous centres which 

the Negro showed from the time he began to come to Canada does not 

seem to have diminished.In 1921 the race was fifth in the scale of 

urbanisation with a proportion of nearly 36% living in c~ties of 

25,000 and over,a rate 11% higher than the average for the Dominion, 

and less than 8% hlgher than that of the British races. 1Census 

figures s~nce 1901 show that the chief urban centres in every 

Province have been attract1ng larger numbers of Negroes. 

CITY • 1901 • 1911 • 192!. 

Halifax 813 940 
St.John,N.B. 460 322 517 
Montreal 191 214 933 
Toronto 592 LJ:68 1-~:~236 

Hamilton 450 292 3'15 
Windsor 930 1,618 1,628 
Winnipeg 44 422 
Edmonton 2 'G77 
Vancouver 136 166 251 

----
The Negro population of the Dominion at the present time 

can be regarded as composed of three separate groups.The first and 

still the largest consists of Canadian born Negroes,the descendants 

of settlers who came in 70 to 150 years ago.Most of these live 

still ~n rutal settlements in Ontario and the Maritimes,and on the 

outskirts of large towns,a1though a few of them have moved into the 

cities in search of h1gher wages.The next group,sma1ler in numbers, 

but on the average better off economically since it is in possession 

of regu1ar,comparatively well-paid employment,is composed of United 

States Negroes brought 1n to work on the railways.These live from 

!Origins-or the-Canadlan People,Report of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statlstics,l929. 



62 

necessity in the large terminal cities where the increas1ng demand 

for their services with the growth of railroad travel can be traced 

in the expansion of the Negro communities.The third group compr1ses 

those West Indian Negroes who came to Canada in search of employment, 

particularly after 1918,and looked upon the cit1es as most likely 

to provide it.Post-war immigration figures seem to indicate that a 

fourth group is being added by Negroes from the United States who 

are seeking to settle in the Western Provinces. 

The Department of Lmmigration and Colonisation at Ottawa 

has supplied the following record of Negroes enter1ng Canada: 

Totals 
July 1,1900 to March 31,1910 371 

April 1,1910 to March 31,1920 1,6?9 
April 1,1920 to March ~1,1925 --- 309 
April 1,1925 to March 31,1929 208 

Total 2,047 

In 1916-1928 717 Negroes entered via Ocean Ports,which means that 

they were mostly British West Indians,and with very few exceptions 

they gave ~uebec,Ontario or Nova Scotia as their dest1nation.During 

the same period,but without records for 1920-1924 inclusive,802 

Negroes came in from the United States,and a minority gave the West 

as their destination.This record,however,does not show the total 

number of Negro immigrants since returns are often made by Nationa1it~ 

instead of Race,and the number of foreign-born Negroes in the Census 

of 1921 is much larger than the number of immigrants shown by this 

record.According to the Census 3,099 or 16.94% of the Negroes in 

Canada had been born in the Un~ted States,and 1.50? or 8.24% had 

come from other countries,mostly the British West Indies.The 

distribution of nat1ve and foreign born by Provinces was as folwows: 
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ORIGINS Ol NEGRQ_POPULATION IN 1921. 
Born in Born 1n Others,mostly 

Proyj.nce •• Total • ~wlil ~ Unite,.d Statesr. West Indians 

Dominion 18,291 13,685{?4.82%) 3,099(16.94%} 1,50?{8.24%) 

P .E .. ~ I. 43 42 1 
Nova Scotia 6,1?5 5,864 57 254 
11. Brunswick 1,190 1,133 20 37 
Quebec :J.,646 336 235 475 
Ontario 7,220 5,556 1,679 585 
Manitaba 491 114 329 48 
Sa sk.:t c he wan 396 116 249 21 
Alberta 1,048 2'74 741 ~3 
13.Co1umbia 676 249 381 43 

,. 
-'-

There seems to be a definite connection between the 

number of foreign-born in each Province and the increase in the 

Negro population of its cities since 1911.Another striking fact is 

the preponderance of immigrants over Canadians in the Western 

Provinces,the ratio in both Alberta and Man~toba be~ng nearly 3:1. 

The Acting Deputy Minister of ~igration and Colonization 

sent the writer this statement of -lke official policy towards the 

immigration of Negroes,"Canada seeks certain classes of immigrants 

and in the search limits the effort to those classes needed in 

Canada and those races most readily assimilable. 

"So far as the Negro is concerned we have aever encouraged 

his settlement in Canada ragardless of his accupation,although we 

have admitted and still admit a few coloured folk who are able to 

comply with existing immigration regulations.No person is debarred 

from Canada under the ~igration regulations solely on the ground 

of race or colour.The Chinese may perhaps be excepted from this 

general statement. 

"Negroes seldom in this country go in for land settlement 

and seldom engage in any basic industry.They are as a rule better 

adapted to life in a warmer climate than we enjoy during the winter 

months.The Negro is never racially assimilated,and one cannot but 
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hope that the day will never come in this country when we shall 

have large minority unassimilable groups such as the negro ,who 

regardlesscof the possession of excellent qualities can never be 

assimilated racially,no matter how completely they may be absorbed 

economically." 

Since there are no grounds for assuming that there were 

more than a few hundred foreign-born Negroes in Canada begore 1911, 

the increase between that year and the next Census,amounting to 

25% of the total,leaves a real decrease of about 16% in the Canadian 

born to oe explained.The explanation must lie either in mortality 

rates,intermarriage or migration,or possibly in a combination of 

these factors.Unfortunately an Annual Report on ~ke Vital Statistics 

has been publ2shed by the Dominion only since 192l,and did not 

include the Prov1nce of ~uebec until 1926,so that comparative 

mortali~y rates for sign1ficant periods are not obtainable.Moreover, 

even now the Negroes are not exhaustively classified,and since this 

race is not d2st1nguishable as some others are by language,religion, 

or national origin groupings,there 1s 12ttle exact numerical 

information about 1t available. 

A comparison of the maximum,numoer of Negro B1rths and 

the total Negro Deaths over the per1od 1921-1926 g1ves these results; 

• i.B1rths • i2.Deaths .surplus 2 over i2 

Total 

Annual Average 

2349 

391.5 

1975 374 

"29 62.5 

Th~s is an annual surv1val rate of approximately 3 per thousand of 

the total Negro population, and wh11e 1 t compares most unt·avourably 

with the average of 13 for the Domlnion,it does not 1ndicate that 

the ra·ce is dwindllng from natural causes. It 1s notable also that 

------------~------lFrom returns in the Report on Vital Statistics,l9Gl-l~G6, 
Bureau of Stat~stics,Ottawa. 
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Nova Scotia wnich in 1921 had a larger total and a negligible 

proportion of immigrants,has shown in every year except 1923 a 

markedly higher death rate than Ontario where the Negro population 

haB so greatly decreased. 

On the basis of the Vital Statistics Report for 1925 the 

recent Report on the Origins of the Canadlan People gives the rate 

of Negro Infantile Mortality as 15.9% of the births,a figure exceeded 

only by Indians,Hungarians and Hindus,and almost double the rate 

for British stocks.At the same time the Negro Birth Rate was 3 per 
A 

thousand less than the average for the Dominion,but the percentage 

of Negroes up to ten years of age was 21.96,a proportion similar to 

that of the British,but lower than that of Central and Eastern 

Europeans.Because the Negro population of Canada is practically all 

in a low economic stratum of society it is to be expected that its 

death rate will be higher than that of races which have compensating 

records from h~gher economic strata,but it is clear nevertheless 

that some other factor has causing the net reduction of numbers •• 

Negro births are classified in three sections-those with 

both parents Negro which shows the smallest number,those with Negro 

Mothers which shows the highest,and those with Negro Fathers.On the 
• 

basis of the analysis of births in the V.italsStatistics for 1921 

the Report on the Drigins of the Canadian People reaches the 

conslusion that 92.9% of the Negro men were married to Negro women, 

and 85.8% of the Negro women were married to Negro men.Taking the 

figures of Births as indicative of Marriages it states that 

Of 338 men 24 or 7.1% had wives outside their own race,wh~le 

of 366 women 52 or 14,1% had husbands outside their own race. 

But an examination of Vital Statistics for subsequent years ~hows 

that thisJ.is a thoroughly erroneous conclusion.Of the 52 children 
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taken as indicat1ng lntermarriage on the part of Negro women, 41 

had unspecified fathers,and in the fol~owing years when leg1timate 

births were shown separately the number with unspecif~ed became 

negligible,while illegitimate births not analysed by racial paternity 

varied from 7% in 1922 to 15% in 1926 of the tatal births with 

Negro Mothers.The number of recorded ~!legitimate births for these 
, 

five years ia greater than the number of legitimate births of 

mixed parentage for the same period by 242:188,which means that the 

actual percent~ge of Negro women marrying outs1de their race is 

less than half that given in the a~ove quoted Report.Th1s makes the 

rate of intermarriage of the women approximately· equal to that of 

the men,and the speculation of the- Report on the greater readiness 

of women to cross the colour line is not relevant in the case of 

Negroes.Unfortunately the absence of information as to the racial 

paternity of illegitimate children makes an exact estimate of the 

intermixture that is proceeding impossible.A few of those with 

Negro mothers no doubt have white fathers,and social case studies 

in Montreal show that some of those with Negro fathers have white 

mothers. 

About half the intermarriage of both male and female 

Negroes is with British stocks,~M& somewhat more men than women 

appear to marry into the French race,and the next largest percentage 

of intermarriage is with Indians,while there are also scattered 

instances of marriage with German,Dutch,Ukranian,Icelandic and 

Jewish peoples~Tbe proportion of intermarriage naturally differs 

with the opportunties of contact,and is therefore greater in 

cosmopolitan cities than in rural districts.It is said,for instance, 

lBirths by Racial Origins of the Parents,Reports on Vital Statistics, 
1921-1926. 
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that 40% of the Negro men in Montreal aje married to white women,
1 

and of 23 children born of Negro mothers in this city in 1926 only 

14 had Negro fathers. 2 

The comparative table of Negro mortality and births 

available from the Vital Statistics for the last six years is as 

foi·lows: 
BIRTHS DEATHS 

Year • Negro.lothe!:§. ., Ne~ro Fathers 41 • Both Negro , 
Tgtal Ill~i t:iJIE..te 

1921 366 (41 )# 338 314 291 
1922 401 28 384 360 308 
1923 386 44 3'10 335 344 
1924 417 55 364 350 349 
1925 39? 47 3?0 339 305 
1926 382 58 350 312 3?8 
~alt 2359 283 21?6 201Q_ 19?5 -----
The unusually large number of deaths in 1926 is probably to be 

accounted for by outbreaks of infantile epidemics in Nova Scotia, 

but there is nothing to indicate why with Quebec returns included 

for the first time births should be generally lewer.Over this period 

the number of births recorded as having one parent Negro was 515,if 

the 283 with Negro mothers,whose racial paternity~s shown above to 

be uncertain,is subtzacted from this,the minimum number that can be 

accurately regarded as the offspring of mixed marriages is 232.This, 

however,still denotes a considerable amount of intermixture.It is 

equal to more than 11% of the b1rths with both parents Negro,and 

even these latter may have some other strain s1nce it is the 

intention of the authorities to classify partially coloured people 

as Negro.The Report on the Origins of the Canadian people remarks 

that "it is questionable whether the terms •assimilation• or 

•assimilability' should be appbied in respect of inter-marriage 

1 '1The Montreal-Negro Community", W .E. Israel ,Dept. of Sociology, 

2Vital Statistics,l926. 
McGill University,l928. 

#Listed as "unspecified" in absence of "illegitimate" division. 
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between the whites and the non-whites'',but whatever it is called 

it causes the disappearance in subsequent generations of conspicuous 

trace of Negro origin. 

How far,then,may the Census returns be taken to represent 

the actual number of people of all degrees of Negro extraction in 

Canada? In the first place,according to the current classification 

Haytians and Jamaicans are excluded from the'Negro' division and 

listed among the 1Various' races.Whlle there are no doubt few Haytiam, 

in Canada,the number of Jamaicans is probably at least as large as 

that of all other West Indians,which was shown at about 1500 in 

1921.In the next place,the warning in the Report on the Census of 

1851-52 needs to be reealled,"in reference to the degree of accuracy 

which may be attr1buted to the returns,it must be borne in mind that 

they are chiefly dependent on voluntary lnformation."Since the 

public attitude to Negroes has been such as to make the name not 

merely a description but an invidious distinction,it is unlikely 

that the descendants of mixed marriages would hand1cap themselves 

1n mere deference to public p~e~udice by declar1ng themselves 'Negro' 

"irrespect1ve of the degree of colour".Another marg1n of error must 

be allowed for the fact that when the Census enumerator finds a 

wh1te woman at a house,the whole family is returned as white although 

her husband is coloured.The offic1al figures must therefore be taken 

as indicative of the ~mum populat1on of N·egro extraction 1n every 

district.Probably they are nearer the actual number in rural 

districts than in urban.In Montreal,for instance,the number recorded 

is 935,of wh1ch 864 are in the City of Montreal,but there is in fact 

a Negro Commun1ty of 2000 or more in the C1ty,and over 1000 

coloured people in the North End,besides groups in other d1str1cts. 1 
....... 

!Information supplied by the Secretary of the Negro Commun~ty Centre, 
Montreal. 
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It may be noted for what it is worth that cities which 

have had a considerable number of Negroes for some time showed 

comparatively large returns of unspecified racial origln.But all 

the evldence that facts and figures supply falls short of the 

sweep1ng statement made by Semple that the Negroes found in Nova 

Scotia generally have na large admixture of white blood"~Certainly 

the great majority of those throughout Canada recorded as 'Negro' 

would be still pure-blooded,although there are probably a large 

number of partly coloured who do not include themselves in this 

classification.People of hybridised stock,however,are more adaptable 

to changed conditions,and therefore usually show a higher survival 

rate as well as a more progressive mentality,so that they are likely 

to be more conspicuous socially than a larger number of pure-
blooded because they are less f1tted for segregation,and more 

challenging to barriers raised against them. 

Neither records nor est1mates of Negro emigration from 
·-

Canada are available,the Dominion has kept none,and the United 

States does not differentiate between the sources of non-wh1te 

immigration.But the econom~c condit1ons under which Negroes have 

had to live in Canada should have proved a decided stimulus to 

emigration,and they would naturally be attracted to the large Negro 

commun1ties in the United States,offering so many economic and 

social opportunit1es which their own groups weretoo small to provide 

in Canada,and which their colour debarred them from seeking in the 

wider commun1ty.The information obtainable about actual emigrants is 

scanty but significant.The University of New Brunswick states 

that only two Negroes have graduated from there,"one a young man 

who is engaged in educational work in the Southern States,and the 

lSemple,E.C.,Influence of Geographic Environment. 



other a young woman now married and also living in the United 

States."1 Two natives of Nova Scotia,one a graduate of Acadia 
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University,are now Presidents of Negro Colleges in the Un1ted 

States,while the Supervisor of Playgrounds at the Rockefeller 

Apartments for Colored People in the Bronx,New York,originally 

came from Halifax. 2 

But apart from those of special ability or ambition 

who found no scope for progress in Canada,emigration must be the 

chief cause of the steady decrease in the native born Negro 

population,and the readier accessibility of the United States 

from Dntar1oothan from Nova Scotia will explain the greater 

movement out ot the former province. 

---~~~~~--~~--~-~~--~------~-

lLetter from the Reg~strar of the University to the writer 
2Letter from the Information Branch Qf the Dept.of Natural· 

Resourees,Nova Scot~a. 



CHAPTER 7. 

OCCUPATION AND EMPLOYMENT OF NEGROES 

In Canada the Negro plays a very small part in the 

professional and occupational life of the country.The fewness of 

his numbers would in any case make his contribution appear 

relatively unimportant,but in addition a limited part has been 

assigned him by the prejudices and conventions of society,and his 

economic role is of necessity humble. 

A small number of professional and business men have 

arisen in the Negro communities,especially in the cities,but their 

opportunties are necessarily limited by the small numbers of their 

race and their comparatively low economic status.It is worth noting, 

however,that three coloured doctors with offices in Montreal in 

1928 had more white than Negro patients!In Halifax and Toronto 

there are also coloured lawyers and doctors,but the number of Negro 

clergymen,at least one of whom is to be found wherever there is 

a community of Negroes,is larger than that of any other profess~onal 

class. 

Both men and women also find employment w1thin their own 

communities as barbers,tailors,seamstresses,and saloon and shop­

keepers,and outside as bootblacks,cafe attendants and in other 

similar capacities.To any Negro with a talent for en;.ertainment the 

vaudeville stage offers a quite unprejudiced opportunity,and is 

probably the only competitive employment of which this can be said. 

Since travel by Pullman car began the railways have 

employed Negroes as porters,and this is still an occupation not 

only unprejudicedly open to them,but entirely reserved for them. 

lisrael,The Montreal Negro Comn1unity. 
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Thus the majority of Negro men found in the cities are Sleeping 

and Parlor Car porters.The number on the payroll of the Canadian 

Pacific Railway in March 1930 was 535,and an add1tional 200 or 450 

are employed from June to September to deal with the increased 

summer traffie.They are now paid $80 per month fov a start,r~sing 

by increments of i2.50 to ~90 after tnree years service.A few picked 

men ~n charge of cars get over iilOO pe:rpnonth!-.Thettotal:number 

employed oy the Canad1an National Railways in 192'1 was 1,095,wh1ch 

wanld 1nclude the summer 1ncrease laid off for the rest of the year. 

The compensat~on paid them by the railwa~ was $1,169,913.40, an 

hourly average ot ~5.7 cents for the 3,2?6,056 hours tney were on 
G duty during the year.It 1s est1mated that porters are travelling 

an average of 16 days in the month,and tips from passengers vary 

from f25-60 permonth according to the run and the season.While on 

the traln porters buy their meals at a fixed reduct1on from the 

passenger ra~e,and when a Board or Arbitration investigated a 

dispute between the Canadian Pacific Railway and some of its 

Sleeping Car porters in 1920 it was estimated that the difference 

in charges for food on the two lines amounted to $16 permonth in 
3 favour of Canadian National Hallway employees. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway also employs about fifty 

Negro Red Caps in Windsor Station,Montreal,and Canadian National 

Railways still have a few coloured wa1ters in the Dining Car Service. 

For this service the Grand Trunk Railway had used coloured crews, 

but after the amalgamation of this line into the Canadian National 

system these were replaced by white crews.In consequent a Board of 

Arbitration heard a complaint ITade by the Negro employees that this 

!Information supplied by this Department of the Hallway. 
2Informatioh obtained from the Operating Dept. of the Railway. 
3Labaur Gazette,March 1920. 



73 

was contrary to agreement,a violation of status and of seniaaty 

rights,and created uneasiness as to their security 1n the minds of 

other coloured employees.The railway cla1med that its action was 

due to the difiiculty of obtain1ng competent coloured help,and an 

agreement was reached whereby Negroes dismissed from dining cars 

would be transferred to other work at the ra1lway's expense and 

without loss of seniority rights.l 

The Canadian Pacific Railway has never used Negro waiters 

in its Dining Cars,since to the tourist accusto3ed to 'darkey' 

service,white waiters are expected to be an attractive change.In 

1918,however,whlte crews were replaced 1n the Western Division by 

Negroes brought from the United States,and the dismissed men 

demanded an Investigation under the Industrial and Trades Disputes 

Act,cla1m1ng that the ftompany's act1on was due to some of them 

joinlng the Brotherhood of AmerAcan Railw~y. Employees,and therefore 

constituted an act of discrimination against union labour.The 

Comapny clained that the change was due to the difficulty of 

obtalning white crews,and the majority of the Board held that there 

was no evidence of discrimlnation. 2After the War white waiters were 

again available and the Negroes were removed. 

Less than two years after the above dispute,some Negro 

sleeping car porters were dlsmissed by the same Railway without 

any specific reason upon jo1ning the Order of Sleep1ng Car Porters, 

and asked for an investigation on the grounds of discr1minat1on 

against union labour,and again the majority of the Board denied the 

motive~In consequence,however,the porters decided upon an organisatmn 

for self-improvement quite apart from trade unionism,and the Porters 

lLabour Gazette,January 1927. 
2 Ibid. August 1918. 
3 Ibid March 1920. 
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Mutual Benefit Association has been strengthened and expanded. It 

collects fees from members,and in return provides sickness and 

funeral allowances and offers rooms and recreation for porters 

during 'lay-over' periods in cities.The Headquarters are at Montreal, 

and the Comp~ny has assisted the association to the extent of 

bringing it to the notice of eligible employees,and deducting the 

monthly dues from the salaries of members and paying them directly 

to the Treasurer. 1 

Porters on the Canadian National system are eligible for 

membershlp in the Canadian Brotherhood of Railway Employees,the 

preamble to the Constitution of which states,"The purpose of this 

organisation shall be to Promote the general welfare of railroad 

employees;to guard their financial interests,and elevate their 

standing socially,morally and intellectually."Membershlp is,however, 

optional,and tends to be selective,so that comparatively few 

porters join.2 

Gradually more Negroes are being employed as garage 

mechanics;a few dr1ve street cars in Toronto,and some are working 

in factories, but there is a general reluctance to give them more 

than low grade jobs.A few are found in practically every type of 

unskilled labour and 1n some skilled trades,but they have not been 

allowed to compete seriously with white workers.A Negro engaged in 

social welfare work in Hal1fax says that "many who came from the 

Un1ted States were tradesmen:carpenters,blacksmiths,stone-masons, 

coopers,etc.,and even to this day some of these trades are carried 

on,but they were looked upon as scab labour,a position which could 

not be bettered as the Trade Unions would not admit them to 

membership,so that they could do little more than job around."3 

l!srael,op.cit. 2Ibid. 
3Letter from the Secretary-Treasurer of the Home for Colored 

Children to the Information Beanch of the Dept.of Natural Resources. 
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The Secretary or the Trades and Laboa Congress of Canada says; 

however,that u1n general the trade unions accept all workers 

into membership irrespective of race,color or religion".But he 

continues •we have some sixty international unions affiliated to 

the Congress all of which have complete autono~ over their own 

affairs and make their own rules in regard to admission of members .• 

In addition either the American Federation of Labour or the Congress 

issues charters to workers who may,for any reason,not be eligiDle 

for membership in any of the aff.liated organisatione.so far as 

Canada is concerned therefore,there is a place for every worker 

whether white or colored within our trade union movement."1 

But to get such a place the Negro would have to be 

organised on the same l1nes as a~•• fwea other workers and apart 

from the white labour wh1ch will not admit h~ into its system,und 

so far the necessary conditions for any sort of effective organisins 

have been entirely lacking.Soattered in small groups over a large 

area and many industrial centres,coloured labour has not appeared 

of much importance,oertainly it has not been indispensable.1~reover, 

the abilities of Negroes of different nationality are not unifor.a, 

and they have not acquired the specialised training which comes ! 

from apprenticeship in the industrial world.'r.he place of the Negro 

worker in Canada has in fact been fixed by the competition of newly­

arriving ~igranta ready to do unskilled work for subsistence 

wages,and even here two factors have militated still further against 

the Negro.One is the mere fact of colour.where equal suitability 

for a job can be assumed employers give pre:t'erence to a white akin. 

The other factor is the greater re<;.<.tinesa of European low grade 

labour to work under the constant pressure of a foreman,moat Negroes 

lln reply to an 1nquir,y from the writer. 
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resent any effort to drive them. 

Negro women are mostly employed as domest~c servants, 

Some take in wash1ng and do other k~nds ot· casual household work. 

But like the men they are adversely affected by supply of sim~lar 

whJ.te immigrant labour.A few who are light J.n colour find employment 

as waitresses,but unless ~hey have no marxed negroid features 

coloured girls cannot obtain work in offJ.ces or stores.A few are 

also teachers ~n Negro schools,bu~ the fJ.eld here ~s too l~mited 

ana unremuneratJ.ve to attract the really capable. 

The vJ.rtual exclusion of Negroes from the more lucrat~ve 

occupat~ons eannot be taken as an ~naicatJ.on o~ ~nferJ.or rac1al 

eff~ciency.With reference to thJ.s quest~on the Secretary or the 

Trades ana. Labour Congress says,"We na~e no method of compar1ng 

theJ.r efr~ciency,but from the fact that they retain theJ.r jobs J.n 

competJ.tion w.tth other workers the asslllliptJ.on that they are efficient 

is just1fied." The essent1al point,however,J.s that they are g1ven 

lJ.-ctle cnance of compet1ng w1th other wor..Kers,fundamentally 

psychologJ.cal factors have dJ.ctated the1r place,an employer s1ruply 

does not employ a Negro t·or most kJ.ncis ot· wor.k,nor a wn~te man for 

that whJ.ch Negroes do.Never~heless there J.s a d~sturo1ng fact to be 

explained in the shrJ.nkage in tne t·ield of employment !'or Negroes 

and a retrogressJ.on J.n the econom1c posJ.tJ.on of the race dur1ng the 

present century.UntJ.l twenty or thJ.rty years ago there were coloured 

wai~~~·s in the best hotels,and several Negroes carried on various 

businesses of their own.All waiters are now white,and except within 

the limitations of a Negro community a coloured business man 1s 

very rare.The Pastor of the Negro Church in St.John,New Brunsw1ck, 

g1ves some interesting illustrations of this contrast."There was a 

t1me when the restaurant business was carried on largely by Negroes, 
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and many names are remembered in this connection.Whetzell carried 
.. 

on a successful ice business,employing between ten an d twelve men 

regularly in hhe summer and many more at winter.Brackett operated 

a thriving dyeing business;whilst Walker as lawyer and Richardson, 

Cole and Henderson as teachers played their parts. 

«Today,they have no regular work.Some do trucking, 

handling coal and garbage,and a few do .longshore work, they do 

general labour work when they can secure same.A Jackson and a Leslie 

work at the barber trade,their customers being largely White.There 

are nome in business professionally. 

"It can be said that their opportunities are limited by 

public prejudice.There ~s,however,a very kindly spirit shown towards 

them by the better thinking people of the City."1 

The mere preference of an employer for white labour, 

although unfortunate for the Negroes,is not of the fundamental 

.·importance of this failure on their part to succeed in the modern 

business struggle.The statement is frequently made,and is not 

necessarily derogatory,that the Negro is too easy-going for acute 

economic competition,he lacks the calculating tenacity of his 

compet~tors,not being racially inured to the intricacies of finance 

he falls an easy victim to unscroupulous greed.Is this sufficient 

to explain his loss of independence in Canada?Elsewhere Negroes have 

learned to use the weapons of the white race's civilisation.Or was 

there a lack of public sympathy with their efforts against which 

they were too small a minor·J. ty to succeed? 

----~---~-~-~~---~-~---~---

The present distribution of the Negro popu~ation indicates 

that many Negroes still live in the rural districts where they 

-lThe Pastor of the Afr~can Methodist Church in a statement to the 
Mayor of St.John,N.B. 
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orig~nally settled,but as no official records are ava1lable of 

either the property or the occupations of the race it is impossible 

it is impossible to form any accurate estimate of the number 

actually engaged in agriculture.Probably Nova Scotia has now the 

largest percentage of truly rural to urban Negroes,the communities 

remaining in Ken-c and Essex counties g~ve Ontario the second largest 

proportion,and in ~uebec,Manitaba and New Brunswick the coloured 

population is almost entirely in the large citles,but in the other 

provinces the distinct~on is not s~clear.The census returns for 

Saskatchewan,Alberta and Brit~sh Columbia show that while the 

largest groups of Negroes are to be found in urban centres like 

Vancouver and Edmonton,there are also settlements ~n rural distr~cts 

and small scattered groups throughout eaeh province.Their presence 

in Winnipeg,Edmonton,North Battleford and other railroad centres 

is no doubt explained by the nucleus of a colony formed by th9se 

employed on the rallways,but little information ~s obtainable about 

the others.The general indication of the figures of dlstribution is 

that a considerable part of the Negro population is engaged in 

agriculture or other rural inaustry,but no comprehensive or definite 

evidence on;\the subject could be secured. 

The Department of Immigration and Colonization at Ottawa 

stated that "some twenty-five o:t thirty years ago there was a 

movement of negro adn half-breed Inaian people into Saskatchewan 

and Alberta mainly from the State of . .Oklahoma. These people did not 

succeed.! have no doubt that climatic as well as social and racial 

con~itions played a part in the fa~lure.At any rate the movement 

did not continue,and I doubt whether any of the orig~nal settlers 

are still to be found in our Western Provinces."1Concerning the 

!Letter to tne wr1ter from the Act1ng Deputy-Minister,November 23,!£9 
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same matter the Deputy Min1ster of Agriculture for Saskatchewan 

wrote,"The Registrar of Vttal Statistics is unable to give me any 

details as to the number of Negroes engaged in agriculture in 

Saskatchewan.From another source,however,I learn that a colony of 

Negro farmers was established in Northwestern Saskatchewan in the 

dlstrict North of Maidstone some years ago,but that only four of 

five families remain at the present time.The colony did not prove 

to be very successful from an agricultural point of view,probably 

only about one percent proving successful as farmers.! do not know 

of anp other district in Saskatchewan where this type of settlement 

was developed."1 There have also been two Negro students in agricul• 
• 

ture at the Un1versity of Saskatchewan. 2From Alberta the Secretary 

to the Department of Agriculture wrote,"We have had two small 

farming colonies,one at Athabasca and one at Junkins,and I under-

stand that some of the Negro families have done quite well.The 

families came in some pears ago --- but there does not appear to 

have been any pronounced effort on the part of the negro element 

to enter this Province for the purpose of settl~ng on farms since 

that time." 3 

With regard to Ontario and Nova Scotia definite 

information is just as scarce,for except in the perfunctory census 

of racial origins official records completely ignore the presence 

of Negroes in the .economic l~fe of the country.The Deputy Minister 

of Agr~culture in Ontario says that there are a number of Negro 

communities in this Province,especially in Essex and Kent counties, 

but "either from lack of industry,or other causes,they ~o not,as 

a rule make very successful farmers,but there are,of course,excepton 

!Letter to the writer, 
2Information supplied by the Reg1strar of the University. 
3Letter to the writer. 
4Letter tothe writer • 
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In Nova Scotia,says the Informat1on Branch of tb,e Department of 

Natural Resources,"Negroes are largely employed on farms rather 

than operating their own.\Vhen Negroes have attempted farm~ng on 

their own account it has generally been in a district where soil 

conditions and situation were against them,but given the same 

opportun~ty as their white neighbours there are cases where the 

Negroes have ·become successful farmers. n1 To an 1.nquiry on the 

matter one of the leadlng Negroes in the Province replied,"In the 

Agricultural Districts a great many coloured men work for the 

wh1.te farmers and their labour is highly regarded-the reason:it is 

quite impossible to work a farm without capital if one is to have 

a reasonable measure of success.We have no wealth,but we have an 

increasing number of progressive colored farmers,and many of them 

have sav1ngs accounts. 

"Looking back thirty-five or :rorty years,I can see a marvellous 

change in the economic cond1tion of the Negro.In that day t~e 

colored people would come to town with carpet sewed around their 

feet for boots,and with oaskets on their heads carrying heros and 

berrl.es,brooms,etc.Others with oxen and carts with kindl1.ng wood, 

charcoal,etc.Just a l~ttle better than beggars.Ar1s1.ng out of that 

condition,with a llttle encouragement to help obtain horses and 

farming ~plements,they started in a small way;and today many have 

large farms,and in addit1on to oxen and horses,some own automabiles 

and trucks,and they raise large crops ror market besides bringing 
2 in chl.ckens,eggs,ducks,turkeys and oerries." 

The Negro settlers were on the whole never in possession 

or either rich or extensive lands,and it is not surpris1.ng that few 

!Letter to the wr1ter. 
2Extract of a letter fro1:1 the Secretary of the Home for Colored 

Ch11dren to the Inrormat1on Brandh 01 the Govt. 
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o!· them have oeen able to meet the demands ol· large-scale cap1 talist 

farming.They had no rac~al exper~ence of di.he agr1cu!tural economy 

adapted to temperate reg~ons,and even such ~nowledge as they had 

acquired in the South did not prov~ae them w~th ~he techn1que 

requ1red for a successful struggle w~th the condltions they found 

here,but except for the refugee settlements 1n Upper Canada no 

effort was ever made to overcome tn1s ~ack of preparation.The 

Ontar1o Department of Agr1culture now says,"No special attempt has 

been maae to prov1de eaucat1onal work i'or the Negro,but the local 

snort courses ana other local activities of tne Department are 

available to him.There are oome who take advantage of these 
1 opportunities but not very many." And the in:rormation from nova 

Scotia on the same subject is,"So far as agricultural training is 

concerned there have been two colored graduates at the Nova Scotia 

College of" Agriculture,Truro.Some others have attended this 

institution for a short time wh1le a great many others have worked 

on the college farm and have thus derived a knowledge of good 

farming methods.The Nova Scotia College of Agriculture requ1res 

quite a high matriculation standard and few Negroes are able to 

qualify.It is the hope of the coloured people to have an agricul-

tural College of a more primary nature in order that training may 
2 

be made ava1lable to a far greater number of these people." 

Such training in any province should do much to remove 

the economic discrepancy between the coloured and the white,many a 

difference between the two races which has seemed a mystery was 

really only a method.There remains,of course,the general question 

as to whether the temperament of the Negro does not unfit him for 

the lonely life of a drab w~ntry countrys~de,but this 1s st1ll at 

lExtrace from ·a letter to the Wldter from the Deputy Min.of Agriculture 
2 " " " " from Dept.of Natural Resources. 
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have been progressing 1n spite of their initlal lack of tra1n1ng, 

and ev1dently their desire is to getymore land rather than to 

leave that which they have. 

Remembering the absolutely destitute condition in which 

many of the first Negroes reached Canada,it is perhaps difficult 

to s~u that the economlc position of the race in the Domin1on has 

sunk lower than in the days when the ~ueen's Bush reg2on was 

cleared and the opportunities of a Negro appeared unobstructed from 

st.John to Toronto,but it is clear that the promise of that early 

period of hope has not been fulfilled.Apart from those employed on 

the railways,many of whom are now hired from outside Canaaa,the 

great majority of Canadian Negroes l1ve on the br1nk of de~1tution, 

and for the youth of the race future prospects are depressing.The 

hopes of the first generat1on of settlers have vanished,and no 

tangible basis of security hax taken the1r place.The most to which 

the Negroes of today can look forward 1s to re-cross the border 

over which their ancestors came so gladfully and hopefully,the 

path to Canadian freedom has proved a~,cul-de-sac. 

-~-------~~~-------------



CHAPTER 8 

THE PUBLIC POSITION OF NEGROES IN LAW & IN __ PRACTICE. _______ ._ .._,.. -- -

Negroes in Canada have by law the same rights and 

status as other races,and neither the Federal nor any Provincial 

Government has passes any legislation discriminating against the 

Negro as such.There is ,however,scope within the law for the 

expression of personal prejudice by means that actually impose 

public disabilities,it might in fact be said that the Negro's 

choice of how he shall exercise his civic freedom is made for him 

by force of public opinion. 

Discriiliination of this sort is most frequently displayed 

by the management of establishments depending on public patronage. 

The Negro can vote in all elections on the same terms as other 

citizens,but he cannot obtain accommodation at a good hotel.A 

Provincial Statute forbids any hotel in Ontario to refuse admission 

to any person on the grounds of race or colour alone,but if a Negro 

seeks a room they find that they have none available.The same 

attitude is adopted by hotels 1n other provinces.In Montreal,for 

instance,all the hotels refused the casts of the play 11 Porgy" and 

the revue "Black-blrds" from the Unlted States,and in 1928 when a 

number of v1sitors attended the annual picnic of the Negro Elks in 

this city they stayed in the houses of local members because there 

was no Negro hotel. 1When the World Baptist Conference was held in 

Toronto in 1929 it was impossible to obta1n rooms in any of the 

hotels for the coloured delegates.The leading hotels,however,refuse 

to state whether they have defin~te policy wlth regard to coloured 

people.Some hotels admit them at times,particu~arly if other 

business is not very good,and since the attitude of the management 
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is based,not on a national principle,but on the fear of offend~ng 

the prejudices of ~ts more profitable clientele,the degree of their 

colour does much to determine the ~reatment that Negroes receive. 

The situation with regard to theatres and other places of 

entertainment is an excellent lllustration of the paradox1cal 

positlon between law and practice tb.at the Negro ocuupies in Canada. 

Coloured people have exactly the same rights as others in the matter 

of public places of entertainment,but as the obligation of a 

propr1etor to sell seats in his theatre or meals in h~s restaurant 

does not ordinarily exist,he can refuse to sell to Negroes if he 

pleases,Just as he could refuse to sell to any other person or class 

of people,as long as the refusal is not accompan~ed by ~nsult or 

vi0lence.If the Negro is ejected,he has been assaulted,and has 

recourse to the same law that applied in the case of a wh1te man 

who has been similarly treated.lBut once a Negro has been sold a 

ticket for a special purpose he ~s a party to a contract,and the 

Courts have upheld his contractual rights. 

The most favourable dec1sion secured by a Negro was that 

given in the case of Johnson vs. Sparrow at Montreal in 1899. In 

March of that year a Negro bought tickets for two orchestra chairs 

in the Academy of Music at Mon~rea~,but when in the compa~ of a 

coloured woman he attempted to occupy the seats,he was prevented by 

the ushers,and seats in another parttof the theatre were offered 

him.He refused these,and brought an action against the theatre for 

breach of contract.He won his case In the lower Court,anu when the 

theatre carried it to the Court of Appeal the dec1s1on was confirmed. 

"The evidence establ1shing that there was an unconditional contract 

by which two seats 1n the orchestra chairs had been leased to the 

!Extract-from a letter from the Deputy Attorney-Qeneral of Ontario 
to Prof.Leacock. 
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responctent,hl.s exclusion subsequently on the pretext that he was 

a coloured man was a breach of contract between the appellants 

and the respondent,and the judgment rendered in favour of the latter 
1 was well founded." 

A similar case arose in Toromto a few years later when 

a woman with Negro blood,who looked white under the electric light, 

bought a ticket for her boy at a Roller Skat1ng RJ.nk.The boy was 

much darker than his mother,and the management refused to allow him 

on the rink.The amount involved was twenty-fJ.ve cents,for wn1ch she 

brought suit in the Divis~on Court ior much larger damages.The 

company owing the r1nk pal.d twnety~five cents 1nto Court as bel.ng 

the amount of damages,s1nce they had a perfect right to refuse to 

sell the ticket.The Judge held that the woman was damaged the prJ.ce 

of the tJ.cket,but as she could show no other damage the action was 

dismissed.English cases were cited where a bookmaker had been 

ejected from a rac1ng enclosure,and thl.s rule of law applied. 2 

Much more recently ~nether case arose in Montreal when 

two members ot the Colored Political and Protective Assocl.ation 

tr1ed to sit w1~h two fr1ends 1n the orchestra seats of Loew•s 

Theatre,and the management J.nsJ.sted that the whole party s~t in the 

balcony.The Assoc1at1on 1'1nancect an act1on aga1nst the theatre,and 

one of the men sued for damages "for being prevented from sitt1ng 

1n the orchestra cha1.rs on account o:r his colour,anct for the reason 

that the management had determ1ned that no ~erson belonging to that 
3 race would be admJ.tted 1n the orchestra seats." The Super~or court 

on March 4,1~19 granted h1m $10 damages,and the Theatre carr1ed the 

case to the Court of Appeal,askl.ng tor a declsion as to whether 

1Rappor~Judl.ciares Oftlciels,Q,uebec,l898-1908 p.l04?. 
2Extract from a letter from the Deputy At-corney General ot· Ont.ar1o. 
~Rapports clt.supra,Vol.~O,p.4b9-46?. 



86 

or no"t tnese rules and regu.tat~ons were binding ana. e!tect1ve as 

the respondent had notlce o!· same.By a maJOrlty decls~on the Court 

of Appeal reversed the prev1.ous judgrnent,hold~ng that "The 

management ot a tneatre may ~1upose restr~ct~ons and wa.J:ce rules as 

to the place wh~ch each person should occupy dur1ng a representat~on. 

Therefore, when a co.Loured man, oearer ot· a t~c.ket of' general admission 

wants to take a seat ~n a part of the House wh~ch he knows is by a 

rule of the manager proh~b~ted to a coloured person,he cannot 

complain if he 1s refused adm~ss~on.Of course,lf the proprietor of 

the theatre made a firm contract,without restrlction,to give a 

patron a spec1.al numbered and reserved seat,he could not afterwards 

~nvoke or impose a condition unknown to the holder of the ticket 

without v1olat1ng the contract and exposing h1mself to damages." 1 

Ch1ef Just1ce Lamothe 1.n delivering judgment said "Chaque proprie-

I ' taire est ma1tre chez lui;ll peut a son gre,etabl1r toutes regles 

non contraires aux bonnes moeurs et a l'ordre publique.---La regle 

pourra1t paraitre arbJ..traire,mais elle ne sera1t n1 illegale n1 

prohibee ---.Judge Pelletier in concurring pointed out that the 

manager "pouvait reserver tous les s1eges d'orchestre pour des 

dames,ou des etudiants,ou des mil1ta1res,etc •• Il est prouve que la 

presence des no~rs dans les sieges d'orchestre emp~che d'autres 
I 

citoyens d'aller au theatre,et l'appelante n•est pas obligee de 

subir une perte de revenus qui resulte de ce fait."Judge Martin, 

also flnding for the theatre,remarked that "Wh1le it may be unlawful 

to exclude persons of colour from the equal enjoyment of all rights 

and pr1v1leges 1n all places of publlc amusement,the management has 

the right to assign particular seats to different races and classes 

of men and women as it sees fit ---."One Judge dissented,holdJ..ng 

---------1 Ibid. 
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that there was a f1rm contract between the two parties,andthat 

"Tous les citoyens de ce pays,blancs et noirs,sont soumis a la meme 

loi et tenus aux memes obllgatlons.L'on nous a c1t~ des decls~ons 
I dans certa1ns~~etats de l'un1on americaine.Ces decislons ne peuvent 

avoir aucune influence dans l'espece.---L'intim/,un homme de bonne 

education,a ~te gravement blesse dans ses sentiments."1 

The actual pos1t1on appears to be that the Negro has 

exactly the same rights as anybody else until he tr1es to exerclse 

them,then he can be quite legally restrained. 

Negroes are not served in some restaurants,they are 

1ntended for other patrons,and the refusal to serve Negroes ~s 

merely another application of the legal principle which allows the 

will of the proflt-making proprietor to prevail in practice over 

the broad theoretical rights of the Negro c1t1zen.The remedy 1s no 

doubt that suggested by S1r Harry Johnston -for the Negro to make 

plen~y of money,"Money solves all human diffculties"~Certalnly most 

of the Negro's dlffculties 1n th1s country are to be traced to the 

lack of it,but how he is to make any with all profitaa~e livelihoods 
hard 

beyond his reach it is a~ff~e~i~ to see. 

The personal ~eelings that govern the relations of 

d1fferent races are of course quite independent of legal basls or 

guidance,and these are the real cause of such discriminat1on against 

the Negro as exists in Canada.Although there is nmt in the Dominion 

one example of the operation of that "lynch law" to which Negroes 

in the United States hav·e~.for so long been subject,the type of 

feeling that thinks it necessary to deal with the Negro outs~de the 

lim1ts of the law has undoubtedly existed 1n some places.A few years 

ago the people of Truro,Nova Scot1a,decided that they wanted no 

Negroes in the city at night,and a Cltizens' Vigilance Committee 

1 !bid. 2Johnston,Negro ln the New World,Introduction. 
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was formed which ordered all Negroes who came 1n from the adjoining 

country to leave the city before nine o'clock in the even~ng.Any 

coloured person found lnside afte1· that time was forc~bly removed, 

the force be1ng supplied by the Vigllant C~t~zens.Presumably the 

Negroes were not habitually guilty of afifences aga1nst the law,or 

their removal would not h.ve been left to pr1vate lnitiative,this 

situation,therefore,was a definite case of racial disability 

imposed without legal sanction. 

More recently at Oakville,Ontario,the Ku-Klux-Klan 

undertook in the interests of raclal pur1ty to prevent a white girl 

being married to a man who was in their opinion a Negro. 1He after-

wards claimed to be representative of nearly all the races ~n Canada 

except the Negro.There were many aspects of the incident besides the 

racial which aroused public interest and criticism,and the Toronto 

Negroes,led by a coloured lawyer,started an ag~tation for legal 

action aga1nst the Klan.Four leaders were tried in Hamilton under 

Section 464 of the Criminal Code which provides that everyone is 

liable to flve years' imprisonment who is found "having his face 

masked or blackened,or being otherwise disguised,by night,wlthout 

lawful excuse",one was conv1cted and fined $50,and the others were 

acquitted.But the principles that the Klan represents are far from 

be1ng generally popular,and this sentence was regarded as much too 

light.The Crown sought leave to appeal against it,and leave was 

granted. 2 

There is no legal delimitation o~ Negro districts in 

any part of Canada,nor is there any formal segregat1on of Negroes 

1n res~dent1al areas,butthe great majority of coloured people live 

Istatemenr-puolished in the Toronto Globe,March 3,1930 
2Report in Montreal Star under Toronto dateline April 2,1930 
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in groups and communities.In the case of the rural colonies in 

Nova Scotia and Ontario their condition is one of isolation rather 

than sagregation,but the cities provlde the real evidence as to 

whether the Negro can choose where he will live in the same way as 

other people,or whether the choice is made for him because of his 

colour.The fundamental reason for the congregation of coloured 

people in certain city distr1cts is economic:There are some streets 

where they are more numerous than on others because the rents are 

more in keeping with what they would be prepared to pay",writes 

one of their ministers from Halifax~This is probably true of every 

city.There are few streets,even,which are exclusively Negro,for 

where rents attract this race they also attract other people of 

similar economic status.Negroes are actually a minority~.:cin what 

is regarded as the Negro district of Montreal,for ~igrants 

arriving from Europe also find it a convenient location, 2but it 

justifies its name to this extent,that the Negroes are there pe 

permanently while successive waves of whites pass through it.It is 

easy tor white people to rent a house anywhere they can atford,but 

not so easy for Negroes,landlords are afraid that the psychological 

effect on othe~enants w~ll lower rental values in the neighbourHood. 

The ~astor of the African Methodist Church in st.John says that 

while the Negroes do not l~ve in sections by themselves,"they 

occupy only such homes as can be secured from landlords who feel 

that their tenancy is regarded as depreciating the value of 

properties in which Whites live~"This attitude,which prevails in 

other cities also,means that a Negro is often prevented fDom living 

in as desirable a house as he would like and could afford,and at 

the same time a situation is created of which the landlords of the 

lExtract ffom a letter to ~he writer from the Pastor of Cornwall 1 s 

2 Israel, op. c it. 
Bfiptist Church. 
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so-called "Negro district" are quick to take advantage,for if the 

Negroes cannot move,the rent of the houses they already occupy 

can be forced up to the limit of what they can pay,and out of all 

proportion to the condition of the property and the comparative 

value of the neighbourhood. 

In an effort to provide an escape from this VJ.CJ.ous 

c1rcle the Eureka Association was formed in Montreal in 1917 to 

finance the buying and buildlng of houses by coloured peop:aJe,and 

was incorporated in 1921 w1th a cap1tal of ~49,900.It issued a 

circular drawing attention to the fact that "neJ.ther the government 

nor ~~e colonisat1on authoritJ.es seem to be interested i'n our 

rac.lal:~~development ---.Thelr t1me and energy J.S centred wholly on 

the European 'J.mmlgrants," and stated the reason for 1ts formation, 

"In the year 191'/ even though many famil1es were divJ.ding their 

responsibilities,and 1n spite of the fact that at that time many 

of our young men had shouldered arms,the landlords were not over 

particular in :tent1ng theJ.r houses to persons o!· colour. "l 

Even J.n Montreal,however,groups or Negro famJ.lies are 

to be found in other res1a.ent1al distr1cts,some are scattered over 

Toronto,and the Halifax mJ.nJ.ster already quoted says of that city 

"colored people own or rent homes in practJ.cally every section''. 

But the congregat~un ot the majority J.n one district makes their 

vote of importance at election time,and candidates recognise that 

fact.Their right to participate in national politics has evidently 

been also recognlsed outside their own dJ.vlsion for there were 

Negro delegates to the Conservative Convention of 1923,and the 

organisation of the Negro Conservative Assoc1ation followed.This 

caused the formatlon of a similar group by the Liberals,but they 

were bo~h only active at election time.Several prominent Negroes in 

!Extract from a liatement copied by Israel,op.cJ.t. 
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Montreal have been associated for years w1th the St.Joseph 

Conservative Associatlon,but there is no fixed racial allegiance 
1 to any part1cular party. 

Another of the general prlvlleges of cit1zenship which 

nominally extend to Hegroes 1s that of serv1ng on jurles,but while 

coloured jurors do serve 1n some places,they are never summoned in 

others.While th1s shows dlscimination,it can hardly be regarded as 

a d1sability that causes any hardship. 

Undoubtedly prejudice and discr1minat1on against the 

Negro are deep-rooted and w1despread in Canada,but there has on the 

whole been llttle frict1on or dispute between the white and the 

coloured races.This is proaably due to the fact that they rarely 

meet 1n pursuit of ord1nary business or recreation.The ch1ef 

handicap to which Negroes 1n Canada are subject 1s exclusion from 

pract1cally all remunerative occupations.Without dlsplay of v1olence 

or active antagonism,or violation of the law,they have been 

prevented from attain1ng an economic status which would have made 

them socially conspicuous or asservative,for pract1cal purposes 

financial dlsabilities have been substituted for legal. 

------------~----~----~-------

llsrael,op.cit. 



CHAPTER 9 

_THE SOCIAL STATUS OF THE NEGRO. 

The Census of 1921 showed that 91.8% of the Negroes in 

Canada were born in North Amer1ca.Of the 16.94% United btates born 

45% had been naturalised,and the other 8.2% had almost all come 

from the British West Indies,and were therefore already of British 

nationality.Their origln 1s reflected in the uniform1ty of their 

language.Of 3,053 foreign born Negroes in the Dominion in 1921 

only 11 did not speak English,and of a tatal of 14,2?4 over 10 

years of age only 24 or .17% were unable to speak English. In 

comparison with other races this was a distinctly low percentage, 

and the only other group showing less than 1% was from the British 

Isles. 1 Twelve British born Negroes were also unable to speak Engl1sh, 

while 439 spoke French,and 24 French only.Ten recorded hav1ng a 

"mother tongue" besides English and French. 

Nationality and language do not make the Negro 1nto a 

separate alien group,and neither is the race div1ded from the rest 

of the communlty by a rel1g1on of its own.Negroes are to be found 

among the adherents of almost every Church and faith on this cont1n~ 

ent,and while the chief Negro Churches in Canada are the African 

Baptlst and the African Methodist Episcopal,coloured immigrants are 

often Anglican or Roman Catholic,and attend these Churches in their 

neighbourhood.In Nova Scmtia there are twenty Afr1can Baptist 

Churches under the care of six Min1sters,and four African Methodist 

under the care of two Min1sters~and these two Churches whlch were 

also 1ntroduced into Upper Canada w1th the fugitlve slaves are still 

to be found in some places in Ontario,but they have never included 

1Canada~ear~ook,l926. 
2Statement from the Informatiop Br~n~h of the Dept.of Natural 

Resources,Noxa Scotia. 
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in the1r membership all the Negroes in Canada.Groups go to other 

Churches in differ·ent places,and so far their number in any one 

has been too small to cause objection on the part of the white 

congrega.t1on. 

There is clearly no language barrier to the education 

of Negroes in Canada,and such illiteracy or backwardness as they 

display must be explained by an unfavourable social environment. 

6f 14,268 Negroes over 10 years of age in 1926 1,200 or 8.41% 

could neither read nor write.This rate is nearly one third of the 

similar one in the United States,and compares favourably with the 

ill1teracy rate of 11.15 among foreign born whites in Canada. 1 

In the matter of schools Negroes are governed by the 

same laws~and regulations as other races,wh~ch means that they can 

ei~her send the1r ch1ldren to the public school of the district in 

which they live,or provide a separate school from the1r share of 

the school funds.In practice they do both,but there can be no doubt 

that the mixed publlc school afters them far greater advantages 

than their own separate schools.The latter a~e in the more orless 

isolated rural communities,they are for the most part small ana 

poorly constructed because the Negro share of the taxes which 

ma1ntains them is small. It has been difficult t.o obtaln proper 

teachers for them because white people would not go to them,and 

capable coloured ones are scarce.Moreover,the unattractive 

surroundings did not encourage the chi~dren to make use of even 

such opportunities as were provided,and it is these rural districts 

that are responsible !·or the greater part of Negro llliteracy in 

Canada. 

Puolic schools in the cities offer far better opportunities, 

ana wherever there are urban commun1ties of Negroes at present the 
r . . ;jfi 
lOrlgins or the Canadian People,Report of the Dominion ~ureau of 

Statlstlcs,l929. 
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ch~ldren attend the public schools without discriminatlon.But one 

handicapping factor is the low economic status o~ the majority of 

co~oured families,and the very lilnitea careers open to Negroes,no 

matter how good their e~~cation,give no stimulus to a sacrifice of 

time and money for the sake ot increased atta1nments.The Pastor of 

the l'Tegro Church in St.John says thaL. while the Negroes have the 

same opportun1ties as the wh1tes attending the same schools,they 

"do not benefit oy 1t because they see little chance of getting 

employment at home after secuxtng an educat1on,and the possibil1t1es 

of gett1ng to Amer1ca are very llmited.There are but three children 

in H1gh School now. n
1A larger number are to be !·ound in the public 

and High Schools of Halifax,Montreal ana Toronto,but this is 

prooably the reason why they are more numerous 1n the lower grades 

than in the hlgher. 

Nearly all the Un1versities have a few Negro students, 

but except in Nova Scot1a none of these are at present of Canadian 

blrth,most or them come from the West Indies,and occas1onal!y one 

!·rom the United States .But as students are not class if led by race 

in either schoo~s or colleges it is not posslble to obtain exact 

f1gures of Negro reg~stratlon.Moreover,many stuaents are only 

part1ally coloured,and wou~a be classified as Negro 1n the Un1ted 

States but not 1n the West Ind1es fron1 wh1ch they come.Both pr~vate 

and prov1nc1al universities state ti~t they discr1m1nate 1n no way 

against Negro students,but the att1tude of hosp~tals in some places 

has made it necessary to restr1ct their work 1n clinics,or even 

refuse them admission to some years ofi the Med1cal course.The Faculty 

of Medic1ne at MeGilllUn1vers1ty has for some years had six or seven 

coloured students,and Br1tish Negroes are selected on the same bas1s 

as other applicants for admisslon,who are now about e1ght t1mes the 

1Extr.acr-0f a statement from the Pastor of the Afr1can Method1st Ch. 
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number accepted.W1th very few except1ons the Negro graduates in 

Medicine have been West Ind1ans,and some had excellent records.One 

was awarded a Nat1onal Research Scholarship in 1928,and 1s now 

studying in Par1s.It is necessary to tel~ coloured students that if 

the Hosp1tal should at any tlme object to thelr presence at cl1n1cal 

work they w1ll have to go to a Negro Hospital 1n the United States 

for this part of th~ir course,this zegulation is of long-standing, 

but it has not been necessary to enforce 1t. 

Nevertheless,the ldea that there is discrimination 

aga1nst coloured students as such,altogether apart from their 

academic qualifications,seems to be flrmly rooted 1n the West Indies. 

It led a few years ago to a motion that the Bahamas Leg1slature 

should remove McGlll Un1vers1ty from the list of colleges at 

wh1ch Government scholarships were tenable,and the Leg1slature 

wrote to ask if coloured students were excluded.Much more recently 

M. Henrl Bourassa vis1ted the West Indies,and 1n the course of an 

interview w1th a newspaper reporter at Trin1dad sald,"We French-

Canad1ans do not look at race problems from any other point of v1ew 

than that of the French in France." "He was surprised to learn" 

cont1nues the report of the 1nterv1ew "that 1n respect of one of the 

Canad1an un1vers1ties there had been comp~a1nts of colour prejud1ce. 

'We have it not,as,of course,you know',protested M.Bourassa,with a 

shrug of the shoulders.The interviewer hastened to explain that 

no such complaint had been made in respect of Laval or the University 

of Montreal,and M.Bourassa was confident that never would there be. 111 

The University of Montreal states,however,that it gets very few 

coloured students,probably ow1ng to the language difficulty.Some yea 

years ago one came from Trinidad. 2The Secretary of the Faculty of 

!Reprinted in-the Barbados Agricultural Reporter,January 4,1930. 
2Extract from a letter from the Regmstrar to the writer. 
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Medicine at McGill suggests that West Indian Negroes think there is 

discrimination against them here because they are told that the 

requirements for a degree cover a longer period than at Scottish 

Universities, but this is a difference which affects all stude.nts 

alike. 

The ordlnary reports on crime in Canada do not classify 

Negroes separately,but the Report on the Orig1ns of the Canadian 

People gives the following analysis of their crime and delinquency. 

In Reformator1es,l0-20 years. 

22 out of a population of 3,655 
17 out of a Canadian born 

population of 3,076 
5 out of a Foreign born 

populat1on of 579 

In Penitentlaries,21 years & over. 

44 out of a population of 10,613 

Rate per 100,000. 

602 

553 

864 

415 

In each division the Negroes show the highest rate per hundred 

thousand of all the races in Canada except the Bulgarians,who with 

seven in Peni tentia!les and one in a Reforma tory~,yhave a rate of 

512 and 685 respectlvely.The Report comments,"With the Negroes age 

and sex distribution are not more favourable to crime than the 

British,and mush less favourable than for any ~igrant peoples. 

Further,neither length of residence nor place of blrth would account 

for the high figure for that stock.There seems to be no question 

but that they are more given to serious er~ than any other 

people in Canada.Their rate was 12t times greater than that for the 

British stocks,and there do not appear to be any important 

mitigating circumstances." 

It is unfortunate that a detalled analysis of the 

offences for which Negroes have been convicted is not available, 

for they do not appear to participate in the daily crimes that 

enliven newspaper columns.A case l1ke ~hat at Chatham in December 



1929 where four coloured men were 1nvolved 1n the murder of a 

garage employee,is exceedingly rare."One never hears of them in 

Court except for petty offences" says the Deputy Attorney General 

of Ontario with regard to the Negroes in that Province. 1Besides being 

twelve and a half times as free from criminal conv1ct1ons as the 

Negro,the British stocks are more than twelve and a half times better 

off economically,and therefore more than twelve and a half times 

removed from the inducement to commit those crimes that fill the 

gaols as distinct from the Higher Courts.The old Negro proverb 

"vVhen buckra tief,he tief plantation;when nigger tief,he tief piece 

of cane 11 is probably not amiss in this case.But for comparative 

purposes it is most important to remember that among the Negroes in 

Canada there is no upper class to offset in statistical averages the 

criminal records common to all races at a low social and economic 

level.If 3,000 or 10,000 of a white race in same pos1tion as the maJ 

majority of Negroes in Canada were taken as a statistical basis 

would they show a rate much less than that of the Negroes? Th1s 

question is n~t considered by the Report,and without an answer to 

it a just and accurate comparison of rac1al criminal1ty is impossibl~ 

Public hospitals and clinics are open to N'egroes 1n the 

same way as to other races,and everywhere in the Dominion coloured 

children are cared for without discrimination at the stations of the 

National Counc1l on 9hild Welfare. 2But the difficuLty of obtaining 

su1table homes for orphaned coloured ch1ldren in the ne1ghbourhood 

o' Hal1fax led to the establish@ent of the Nova Scotia Home for 

Coloured Chlldren wh1ch was 1ncorporated in 1915 and opened in 1921. 

It stands on 212 acres "mostly Woodland and Rock" provided by the 

Provincial Governmen.t.,wh~ch also makes f1xed contributions to 1 ts 

lExtract frQIDa letter to Prof.Leacock. 
2Statement ln a letter from the eecretary o! the Councll to the wrltm 
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upkeep and supervises its work.Part of the money tor its establ~sh­

was raised from pr~vate subscriptions,and the Home is apen to 

coloured ch~ldren from any Province."Born of necess~ty,tn~~ 

Inst1 tution was built !·or the Orphan and Neglected of the Coloured 

Race as no shelter, ed..1.cat1on or training place was provided for 

them in their need except the County Poor Houses and Farms,to be 

herded with the sick,inf~rm,memtal defect~ve and insane,"says a 

Brief History of the Home issued in 192?.Besides caring for orphaned 

or dest1tute chlldren,the Home provides the education of Grades one 

to nine of Public Schools,and also training in domestic science and 
farming."Slnce the open1ng of the Home e1ght years ago,seventy 

children have entered the Institution,"says a recent Report- of the 

Secretary Treasurer."During this period no serious lllnesses nor any 

deaths have been recorded." 

Negro migration into the cities in recent years has tended 

to be more segregated than assinlilated,and it became apparent in 

Montreal that several hundred people congregated in a small area 

were cut off on account of the~r colour from all the recreational, 
1 cultural and educational activities of the rest of the commun~ty. 

"Facing the 1mpl1cat~ons of this siutation,the Pastor of the Negro 

United Church,a Porter on one of the Railroads,who had had Social 

Servlce Exper1ence in an American City,and a small group of Negro 

Citizens attempted to organ~se a Negro Community Centre where 

prov1s~on might be made for these normal needs of thelr ewH people. 

Lacking the money necessary completely to flnance such a work,they 

attempted to interest some of the white population in their project.•f 

A )lan for a Negro Community Centre under the adm1n1stration of an 

Inter-Racial Board was set in mot~on,money was raised by pr~vate 

subscr1pt1on from both Negroes and whites,and on January 1st 19~9 

lReport of the Montreal Counc1l of Social Agencles,l928,The Negro 
2 Ib1d. Commun~ty Centre. 



99 

the Centre became one of the Agenc1es of the Social Federation. A 

permanent Execut1ve Secretary was ~p~inted,and later in 1929 the 

Office and Club Rooms were moved from their flrst location to more 

spacious prem1ses where facllities for recreational and educational 

activitles have been provided. 

The Young Men's and the Young Women's Chrlstian Assoc1ation 

admit coloured members wlthout dlscrimlnatlon,but the1r numbers are 

small~In the case of the women,there have been objections in some 

places to coloured people using the swimmi·ng pool. The Toronto 

Assoc1at1on used to maintain Ontar1o House as a Hostel for Negro 

girls,"but when the Govermnent ceased to encourage girls to come 

from the ¥'Vest Indies there was little need for th1s branch" and 1 t 

has been closed. 2 

The Negroes form Clubs within thelr own communit1es for 

social and cultural purposes,ana fraternal orders such as the Elks 

have also been organised on racial llnes.From t1me to t1me Negro 

organisatlons w1th headquarters in the Un1ted States have had 

branches in Canada,and the most important of these are now the 

Nat1onal Associatlon for the Advancement of Colored People and the 

Universal Negro Improvement Assoc1at1on.The latter has lost some cbf 

its early attractlon and prestige since its President and founder, 

Marcus Garvey,was sentenced to imprisonment 1n the Un1ted States, 

and when he came to Canada in 1928 he was proved to be a prohib1ted 

alien under the terms of the Immigration law,and forced to leave. 

It 1s notable that these organisations all run across 

the border and link the Canadian Negro with the others of his race 

in the Un1ted States,wh1le there 1s no organisat1on across the 

Domin1on un1t1ng Canad1an Negroes as such.Moreover,the race journals 

published ln the United States circulate 1n Canaaa,and hence diffuse 

lLetters to thewriter from the respective Secretaries. 
2Letter from the F1eld Secretary of the Y.W.C.A. 
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here the race consciousness and att1tudes that are prevalent there. 

This influence 1s obvious in the 1m~tat1ve character of social 

organ1sat1ons among the Negroes in this country.Here they have not 

produced any putstanding political or l1terary f1gures.It may be 

that those who had the ability were attracted by the wider 

opportunEies 1n the United States,or that the small scattered 

communities in Canada did not provide favourable conditions,but the 

fact that they now der1.ve their guidance of p},l.Tpose.>from American 

sources means that they are acqulrlng a racl.al consciousness 1mposed 

on,and wi~er_·_than their national consc1ousness.Race relations are, 

of course,very sl.milar in the two countr1es,probably discrimination 

has had a more oppress1~e effect in Canada,and since the Negro's 

only escape has been m1gration,need he have any feeling of pride 

and loyalty for his nationallty? Multitudinous Afro-~erica with its 

educational institutions and growing wealth controls conditions and 

poss1b1lities which Canada's Negroes cannot hope to parallel,but 1n 

wh1ch they may share. 

To this situatlon the West Indian Negro comes with a 

quite different attitude.He has been accustomed to working for the 

same economic opportunties as &he whlte people,he is quick to feel 

and resent an insult,and unwilling to acknowledge a racial segrega-

tion that implies his inferiority.West Indians in Montreal have 

introduced Free Masonry rather than jo~n exclusively ~egro organisa­

tions,1and wherever enough of them are found they form a Cricket 

elub.That in Montreal has been a consp1CUOUS success,and was 

incorporated in 1926 with a capital of !JPlO,OOO.This West Indian 

Cricket Club plays regularly 1n the City League,and last season 

its First Eleven f1n1shed at the top of A Division.It is said that 

"no d.~scr1m1nation agalLst them as a team or as ind1v1duals outside 

1 Israel, op. c it. 
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. . "1 
the playing f~eld has been exper~enced by any of th~s group. 

Negro students frequently play on the McGill University Cricket 

team~and for a few years one was capta~n of the First Eleven. 

The same character~atics that make the coloured West 

Indian unwill~ng to conform to the lowly and unobtrusive position 

alloted to Negroes in Canada,make h~m unsuitable for the chief 

work open to him here.The Negro who comes to Canada does not 

usually belong to the ranks of unskilled,1lliterate labour,but here 

he finds the type of employment he was accustomed to expect closed 

to his colour,and as a ra1lway porter he is outspokenly resentful 

of a patronis~ng or contemptuous attitude on the part of passengers. 

It is easy to obtain porters from the United States who are 

accustomed to thls treatment,and so the West Indian Negro has found 

a second l1ne of discriminatlon drawn against him.wnat is probably 

representative feelJ.ng on thJ.s matter was expressed by "Jamalcan" 

1n a letter to the Montreal Star of May l9,1928."I read 1n a recent 

1ssue or the Star a statement by the C.P.R. concern1ng the numbers 

of so-called tra1ned and experienced porters brought to this city 

from the Un1ted States.Now I should l1ke to ask the C.P.R. how it 

is that they had a coloured instructor teachJ.ng these men how to 

make down beds and how to treat passengers.The.re are plenty of 

capable coloured West Ind1ans here who are better qualified than the 

men who have been brought in from the United States,and we appeal 

to the Gocernment to support us.We help to support the Government 

in th~s country,and pay taxes,so that 1t is only just to put an end 

to th~s unfair pract1ce." 

ThJ.s feel J.ng 1s qu1 te under·standable, but as long as the 

passenger pays the fare he,and not the porter,wJ.ll dJ.ctate ra1lway 

1Israel,op.c1t:--
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policy 1n the ~atter.~~hether all West IndJ.an Negroes have been too 

hastily condemned upon the ev~dence provided oy an 1nsolent or 

qu1ck-tempered few 1s another questlon.It may,however,become 

1ncreas1ngly dlfflcul t to obtaln porters grat11'y1ng to the super1on.ty 

complex of certa1n passengers."A D1sgusted Porter" who is apparently 

not from the West Indies wrote to the aoove-ment1oned paper on 

September 2?,1929,uAs a Pullman car porter I encounter a certain 

type oi' passenger who takes grea"t dellght 1n oestow1ng the name of 

"George., on us,ana. ply1ng us w1th a lot or embarass1ng questJ.ons,as, 

J.f our w1ves are wn1te or coloured;what our salary J.s,etc.Then tney 

presume that we are all t·roru tne South.In tne11· op1n1on we are 

notn~ng but a pack of nincompoops wno are placed on those cars by 

acc1dent.It 1s qu1-ce time tnat tne travell1ng publlc real1se that 

t.he happy-go-lucky neg~·o 1s sw11 tly pass1ng 1nto oo1~v1on,and a 

more ser1ous-m1nded 1ntell~gent neg1·u ~s taking h1s place.We highly 

resent this attitude that ls constantly displayed towards us.I hope 

this letter will help to brlng about a mutual understanding." 

But even th1s wr1ter committed a fault for whlch the 

Cr1ter1on,a Negro Club 1n the City,more recently repr1n~nded the 

same paper.Drawing attention to the pr1nt1ng of a despatch from 

Washington,the Vice-President says that they desire to voice their 

"objection to the growing tendency on the part of many newspapers 

to employ a small 'n' instead of a cap1tal 1n pr1nting the word 

'Negro'.It is noteworthy that capitals are 1nvar1ably employed in 

1 reference to other races." 

-~---~--------~-------

lMontreal Star,February 24,1930. 



Q.QEQ.bUSION 

The customary declaration of the Negro's unf1tness for 

the climate is not an accurate nor an adequate explanat1on of the 

small numbers of the race now to be found in Canada.It is the 

limited sphere assigned them in the economic life of the country 

that has been most influent1al in limiting their numbers.Apart 

from the success of a few coloured West Indians,the Negro in Canada 

has not progressed as far as tpe nominal absence of legal restric­

tions seemed at the start to indicate that he might,were he 

possessed of the same ability as other races.More subtle forces 

of hostility have prevented hi~ from testing hls peeltion of 

pseudo-equality,and being neither a public responsibility l1ke the 

Indians,nor and economic menace l1ke the Orientals,he has rmma1ned 

an 1gnored minority. 

If there were no demand at all for Negro labour in 

Canada the race would most probably be already much smaller than 

1t is,and to those who regard Negroes as ethnically unass1m1lable, 

their gradual disappearance would seem highly desirable.But the 

situation is not so simple.A number of Negroes are kept in the 

Dominion by their work on the railways,and with their families 

form the nucleus of a coloured community in several c1t1es.They 

cannot expect much improvement in their own pos1t1on,not look 

forward to a more advantageous future for their ch1ldren;the 

normal rewards of 1ndustry and scholarship are denied them,and 

they have little contact vr1 th the wider communi ty.Nevertheless 

thelr presence attrac~s more Negroes;some to work,others to gamble, 

but inspite of increasing numbers they-:''find no broadening of the 

economic basis upon which their subsistence depends.It is most 
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unsatisfactory for any part of a population to be forced 1nto 

such a position and kept there.It means that they think of them-

selves as separate from the rest of society,share a great many 

grievances against it,and get the opportunity of indulging none 

but criminal talents. 

In addltlon,the treatment that Canada accords the Negro 

is of great importance to the question of closer political relations 

between the Dominion and the West Indles whlch ~s now causing both 

official and unoff~cial discussion.The majority of the two million 

people in the British islands are Negro,and most of the remainder 

are coloured.Some of the colonies are badly in need of an outlet 

for their surplus population since the United States was closed to 

them in 1922,but they do not cultivate the psychology of good 

Pullman porters.When Canad~an National Steamships began their West 

Indies passenger service a dispute arose as to the type of 

accommodation that should be sold to Negroes,and the line found 

that they could not be prevented from travelling first class.Officlal 

attempts at discrimination would meet with a no more pass1ve 

acceptance.It is,of course,doubtful whether with the present 

conditions of employment in Canada the type of labour that the 

West Indies could supply would be better off here than at home,and 

even if most encouraglng terms were offered it is improbable that 

many Negroes would want to settle on the land.But.the matter can 

only be settled sat~sfactorily 1n relation to prevai))ing economic 

cond1tions,and not by the perpetuation of racial prejudice. It 

leaves no room for insultlng or unjustly discrimlnating treatment 

of 1nd1v1duals merely because they are coloured.With the wear1ng 

away of the psychology tiorn of slavery,the Negroes themselves are 
learning to value other qual1ties more highly than mere skin colour, 
and this ls an attltude that the wh~te race may adopt wlth advantage. 

---~--THE END-~----
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PETITION OF THE FREE NEGROES FOR GRANTS 

OF !AND IN UPPER CANADA • 1794. 

Selected from files in the~ Dominion Arch1ves by Brigadier­
General Cruickshank,and printed in the Papers of the Ontario 

Historical Society in 1927. 

TO His Excellency John Graves Slmcoe,ete.,etc. 
The Pet1t1on of the Free Negroes, 
Humbly Sheweth 

That there are a number of Negroes in this part of the 

Country many of whom have been soldiers dur1ng the late 

war between Great Brita1n and Amer1ca,and others who have 

been born free wlth a few who have come into Canada since 

the peace - your Petitioners are desirous of settling 

adjacent to each other in order that they may be 

enabled to glve ass1stance (in work) to those amongst 

them who may most want it. 

Your Petitloners therefore humbly ~ray that thelr 

s1tuat1on may be taken 1nto consideration,and if your 

Excellency should see fit to allow them a tract of 

Country to settle on,separate from the white settlers, 

your Petitioners hope their behavlour will be such as 

to shew,that Negroes are capable of being industrious, 

and 1n loyalty to the Crown they are not deflclent. 

Endorsed:-Rejected 
Read ln Councll 
July 8,1?94. 

19 S1gnatures. 
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