
Many people fail to raalise that woms are more than o:tten 

mera amb~lla concepts wh1cb. denote things differing markeclly in nature. 

The term "slavery" ia sllCh an instance. Greek slaveq and American 

slavery have alwap been taken as similar. This stucQ' bas analysed 

both systems of slavery :trom the secondary material available in order 

to see. the similarities, or dissimilarities, of these two types of 

slavery. The study concludes that both systems dif'fered to sucb. an 

extent that they deserve to be considered as differing "types." We 

have also pointed to those factors within each slavery system which 

accounted for that particular "breed" of slavery. Various theoretical 

wo1'ks in Sociology, and in the Sociology of slavery, are re-e'J'8DIined 

in the light of the descriptive data presented in this study. F:rom all 

this we bave prodnced a concise account of the nature of both Greek and 

American slavery "systems." 
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œAP.fER l 

IlffROlJJCTION 

This study attempts to compare the ancient Greek and the "modern" 

American slavery systeme. Prior to the American Civil War, the detenders 

of American savery como1Ù1' asserled that American slavery was no different 

trom the slavery of Greece and Rome. George Fitzhagh (1006-1881), tor 

example, the most noted of the pro-s1aveX'l inte11ectnals, stated in his 

famous detense of slave%'7: 

"To it (slavery) Greece and Rome, FQpt and Judas, and an the 

other distiDgUished stat~s of antiquity, -were indebted for their great 

prosperity and hi8h civilization •••• Bllt this higb. civilization and 

domestic savery did not merely co-exist, the,. were C811Se and effect."l 

This type of argament functioned to soothe the conscience of .AJaerican plantera, 

to best01l' the institution of savary wi th soma semb1ance ot historica1 con-

tinuityand 1egitimacy, and to reconci1e the American c1aim to Democracy with 

the social facts of the Slave qst_. 

But can lia 1egitimate1y say that Greek and American savary 1I'ere of 

the same ldnd or type? This stndy attempts to anSW8r this question. The 

main research objective is to aœlyse both systems ot slavery in order to 

see the contrasts bet-ween both. To do this 1I'e will identify the main factors 

that entered into the deve10pmem ot the Greek and American slavery systems. 

At the most general 1eve1, lie will attempt to assess the re1ationships bet1l'een 

"slavery," "capitalistic economic organisation" and "cultare." These macro-

concepts will be brolœn down into micro-variables in order to show the 

detai1ed interrelationships bet-ween social, economic and cultural facts, and 

1 
George Fitzhogh, Soc1010& tor the South (Richmond: A. Morris, 1854), 

pp. 226-258. 

1 
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and the ways in 1Ih1ch the varions constellation of factors affected the 

lives of the main actors within the two systems examined. 

MethodoloSl 

Our approaCh is essentially "sociological" rather than philosophi-

cal: it concerna the functionality of slavery rather than the abstract 

"ides" of slavery or the JIOrality of slavery. It sees slavery as erlstillg 

within a particlllar social contexte Specifically, "e hold that the slavery 

system of any partica1ar locality helps to determine the culture of its 

tille and place, but that, even more, it refiects the general teatares ot the 

total cu1tare. E]kjns sees slavery, tor example, 

;. • • as a social institution tunctioning by lays and logic 
like other institutions, mutable like others, a p%Oduct ot 
hnman cuata., tashicmed by the culture in which i t fiourished, 
and capable of infinite variation !rom culture to culture. 1 

As this study is concerned wi th characterising slavery zystems as a 

mole against the background c.f the societies out ot wbiCh they emerged, the 

methodèlogical approaCh used here has been of the "Qualitative Descriptive" 

type. This ~od bas the merit of bandUng the social system in the roUDd, 

as it is not limited by the rigomus requirements ot measurement. Obvious17 

too, the anteasibility ot applying modern suney methods and other statistical 

tools to the st~ ot histor.ical societies means that, out of necessity, 

qualitative non-namerical. evidence mnst be relied upon. But the simpler the 

society the more applicable the qualitative descriptive approach because ot 

the relative17 smaller nmiber ot variables involved and the tendency towards 

stsbility in these societies. 

It is notable al80, tha.t in &ncient societies there were men 

specialised in the art of observing àI1d recording the inner workings ot their 

1 
Alvin Gouldner, Enter Plate. Linton:JlTra, The !ncient Greeks. 
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societies. In oar chcracterisation of ancient Greece 1re use the works of 

such informed men - Romer's poems, the "Politics" of Aristotle, the 

observations of Plato, The Fragments of Antiphon ("On Truth"), etc. The 

Literatare of Greece in this period, as Gouldner and others bave admirably 

argued elsewhere, can provide vall18ble insights as to the natare of i ta 

social institutions. llach use rill also be DBde of the political vocabul.ar7 

of the Greeks from whicb. much can be deduced. Such legsl codes as that 

found at Gortyne. (the "Gortyna COdes") proTide indispensable insights and 

soma use is also zade of archeological findings. 

For Amencau slaveq we rely on the secondary data presented in 

the classic studies of Cairnes, FJ.kins, Genovese, nein, Phillips, Stampp, 

etc., and a wide selection of other researches on American slavery which 

have attempted to sort out sense fro. nonsense in the debates about 

American slavery. 

One other methodological aspect of this study needs to be mentioned. 

This is the use of the Historical Comparative method. Taxmenbaum's classic 

study of "Slave and Citizen· was the tirst in modern sla";ery historiograpq 

to utilize this technique. Assessing the validity of the approach, Elkins 

affi1'Jla tha t: 

The technique of !!Slave and Citizen" is one lIhic!l has remained 
pra.ctlcally anexploited in the york done in American history-­
the technique of comparison--and there are concetaahle prob1ems 
in which one ~udicious and intelligent comparative statement 
can be worth an entire attic full of plantation records. 

Of late there bave been some comparative studies ot slaver,y: 

Harry Hoetink's The Two Variants in Caribbean Race Relations (1962) J 

Herbert Klein's Slavery in the Americas (1967); and Pierre Van Den ierghe's 

Raoe and Racism (1967). Rowever, the practice of a11 these stwUes is to 
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remain within the Hew World "types" of slavery, yet at the same tilDe mp~1ng 

~ 1!22. and fieeting remarks about ancient slaver:'. !ncient slavery is 

theretore always approacbed from the "outside." We hold, however, that by 

compar.ing societies widely separatei by time it is possible to identit,y key 

:macro-variables that accounted for the differing patterns of slavery. 

The inclusion of Greek slavery into the sociology of slavery may Blso 

protide a usefal "test case" for resolving many of the contraversial issues 

relating to American slavery. If it can be shom, for e%8mple, that Greek 

üs.very, starting off from a pure Patriarchal type, degenera.ted with the 

development of complex economic forms, then this is added pra of tbat economic 

factors have an important bearing on the development of chattel statua slave 

systems. Likewise, if we could prove that caltural factors played a large 

rale in determining Greek slavary, this would be evidence in favour ot the 

theory that "cultuxen is the causal tactor responsible tor the paternal 

treatment ot slaves in the Ib4J:ian araas. 

Chapter Outline 

The rest of the introduction will provide a brie~ outline of the 

contents of our york. Chapter 2 describes the economic, social and cultural 

features associated wi th Greek patriarchal slavery, showing how slavery 

titt~ into a patriarchal social structure. Economie changes are then 

mentioned Yi th their related social repercussions like the rise of indivi­

dualiBII, sertdoDl for debt, etc. The main teatures ot Athenian slavery are 

desc.ribed. Tœ chapter ends wi th an outline ot the Platonic and the 

Ar18totelian metaphysical justification of slavery. 
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Chapter 3 deals with American slavery-. It starts with an otltline 

of the factors entering into the development of Amerlcan slavery and traces 

the changing stattlB of the negroes trom "seris" to "slaves." The sharply 

contrasting "worlds" of planter and slave are described. The system 1s 

described in the roUlld, and an attempt ia made to apply certain theorfes 

of Weber, Gouldner and Lookwood to show how conflict BS generated within 

the system. (This is of general theoretical interest for it shows that, 

contrary to the alleged static nature of the Functiona11st approach, i t can 

explain both conflict and change.) We end the Chapter vith a description 

of the "Scient1fio" attempts made to jtlstify the system, in part necessi tated 

by the serioue canflicts generated jTom within. 

Chapter 4 summ.a.rises the main findiDgs of this study: i t erlracts 

the contrasting featllres of the two slavery systems and condenses the se in 

"1deal-tfpe" form. It is in this chapter that American and Greek slavery-

are jutaposed to bring Otlt the chief contrasts. One contrast, for example, 

relates to racial atti tildes. The Greeks were free of anything resembliDg 

1 race-prejudice. The Greeks, as Isocrates (436-338) noted, thought of 

HelleniSll as a thing of the spirit rather than of "Race." "50 far," he wrote, 

has At'bans distanced the ~est of ilank1nd in thought and in 
speech that her pllpils have become the teachers of the rest 
of the world,aad she bas brooght it abollt that the name 
'Hellenes' 1a applied to those 'l'ho share?our culture rather 
than to those who sbare a common b1ood. 1,;, 

1Aubrey Dille, Race Mixture !maIl! the Greeks iefare Alexander. Illinois 
Stadies in La.ngIlage and Literatll1'8, University of Illinois, Vol. XX, Urban&., 
1937, pp. 137 ff.; Mathew McClure, "Greek Genius and Race Mixture," in Sttldies 
in the Historz of Ideas. III, pp. 25-33 (Bew York: Co1aab1a University Press, 
1935). 

~aoted in Ashley J40ntague, Man's Most Dane;erous Kyth, World PI.l.bllshing Co., 
1968, pp. 35-36. 
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The contrasts having been explicated, Chapter 5 gives a concise 

account o~ the variables which, from the f'inding of this study, seems to 

"explain" these two "types" o~ systems. In the discussion o~ the causal 

sequence in American slavery, there is presented a rather erlended. assess­

ment of Elkins' the ory • The justification for doiDg this is that wb1le 

the central arguments of Elltins seem correct, his theory needs to take 

account o~ other factors which he ignoreè.. This modification is done at 

this point of the thesis becau.se by criticisiDg ElkiDs 1I'e simultaneously 

bring to light the operations o~ these other ~actors rithin the causal 

net1l'ork. 

Chapter 6 concludes the thesis. .r t includes a briéf' re-statemem 

of the Research goals accomplished, a re..emm;nation of Van Den Berghe's 

t~logy of "race" relations in the light of our ~indings, a reference 

to some unexpected factors brought Out b1 thé. thesis, and lastly, a 

discussion of some theoretical issues and speculations. The latter consists 

of a commentary on the possible relevance of the thesis for the debate 

between Weberian and ISrxist scholars re~ the relationships of "ideas" 

and "economic reality." 



PARf ONE 

THE GREEK !ND AMERICa SLAVERY SYSTEJ( DESCRTBJi!I) 



, THE GREEK SLAvmy SYSTEM 

Patriarchal Or!gins 

Aboat Ancient Patriarchal societies Karl Marx states: 

The division of labour is still e1ementary, and it is no 
more than the erlension of the natural division of labour 
occurring wi thin the family. The social structure, 
therefore is not more than an erlension of the fami17, 
with patrla.rchaJ. family chiefs, below them the members of 
the tribe, and finally slaves. The slaver;y which is latent 
in the family only, develops gradual1y wi th the ext~sion 
of external intercoarse, due ei ther to ... ar or trade. 

:Marx based. his argument on a readiIlg of the history of Greece. 

Early Greece had a Patr1archal social stra.cture. 2 This discussion of the 

early form of society illustrates hoy this early fom of social structure 

synchronized wi th slaver;y. 

Most of our knew1edge of that panod is derived from the poems ot 

Romer. As one scholar puts it: 

The Odyssel of Homer is a living record of the social 
conditions at the tiœe ~n it es composed and tells us 
more about early G3eek society than any other documents 
in our possession. 

The household, or 'OIKOS', formed the basic economic and social 

organisation in Romeric Society. G1otz4 lists four main industries within 

Romeric society: wood and stone (tekton), metal (chalkeus), 1eather (Q:1toto­

mous) and clay (kerameus). 

lxan-Enge1s, Gesamtausgabe, Section_~, Vol. 5, pp. 11-15. 

2:augh Seehop, On the Structure of Greek Tribal Society (London: JlacJlillan 
& Co., 1895). 

~ses Finley, The Wor1d of Odysseus, Cambridge, 1954, p. 9. 

4Gustave G10tz, Ancient Greek at Work, Paris, 1926. 

8 
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Forests and pastores were open to a11, but the family had lands 

of its own. 

Land was the visible mark of his full tribal privilege, and 
ms the praetüal. means of his flllfilling his dut y towards 
his fellows and the public religion, as we11 as to the neecls 
of his ancestors and hOllSehold.1 

The 'onos' with its nocks and laboor force, its building materials 

and land, was both politically and economically self-sufficient. Everything 

radiated from the family. Gouldner ni tes: 

Membership in it (the family) determines social position in 
the Romeric society. In ma.ny ways even the slàTe who ms 
part of an 'onos' might be more advantaged than properlyless 
workers who hired themselves out and who were attached. It 
is in some part because membership in or exclusion from an 
'onos' ns of sllch importance that it mitigated the signi­
ficance of slaver.y, diminishing the distinction between the 
propertyless iree and the slaves, so that the word 'drester t , 

meaning 'one who worka or serves t, was applied to both. 2 

What were the origins of enslavement in Romeric society? Glotz 

qb.otes their old jibe that "Enslavement by the spear is the normal origin 

of slaver,y.n Prisoners were taken on battlefields or taken in captured 

cities. Some were able to regain their freedom by ransom. GIat. writes: 

In those days of violence no one .. as ever sure that he woald 
not see 'the day of slaver,y.' Whoever ns unable to defend 
himself was liable to be carried off by the slave trade, for 3 
example, Odysseus was nearly seized by sailors aboard a ship. 

Bat slavery was in i ts infancy for trade and indllstry hardly 

required slave labour, and the domestic, agricultural and ~astoral occupations 

needed very little. 

l 
Seebohm, .2E, • .ill.., p. 139. 

2Alvin Gouldner, Enter Plato, Basic Books Inc., 1965. 

3Glotz, ~. ill., p. 16. 
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The slaves were chien: women, for there 1f8S very little grolllld, 

economic or moral, for sparingthe lives of the defeated men. The place of 

the women was in the hou.sehold, washing, sewing, cleaning, grinding meal, 

valeting or being a concubine tO the master. The few male slaves worked 

in the fields and vineyards. 

Some modern Social Scientists, such as Pierre Van Den Berghe, 

use the American Slavery System as the ideal Paternalistic system, but 

it would be more accurate to use the Homeric Slave System as truly pater-

nalistic. Such scholars all err in not realizing that for the slave system 

to be "paternalistic" the total society must also be "paternalistic." 

(And in Greece the 'social structure' consisted of the paternalistic·OIKOS'). 

In the 'Odyssey' the word t drester 1 is used for the iree and the 

unfree alike. L1kewise the Gortynian Code shOlt's that another word, 'dolos' , 

is used to mean bath 'slave 1 and 'serf'. 
1 

The work bath did and the treatment 

they received at the bands of their masters were often indistinguishable. If 

a.rq thing slaves got better treatment. The hired freedmen ('thetes') ware 

spoken of as a wretched class (for exemple, by Homer). Having no powerful 

proteetor to whom they could look up, and depending on casual jobs, they 

were probably in a less desirable position than the average slave. 

Moses Finley agrees that, 

The treatment of the slaves was essen'tially mUder and lD01'e 

humane than the pattern familiar from plantation slavery, for 
example, Eamaeus, a favourite slave, had been able to pnrcha.se 
a slave for himself.2 

The in~titution does not present itself in a very harsh fonn in 

Homer, especially if we conaider (as Grote3 suggests) that~ll classes were 

~.F. Willets, Aristocratie Society in !ncient Crete. For a proof of this 
point and for a discussion of the discovery of the Gortyna Codes. 

2Moses Finley, Ell. ill,., p. 62. 

3George Grote, Hi st ory of Greeee (London: G. ROl1tledge & Sons, 1930). 
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much on a level in taste, sentiment and instruction. Il 

In Romeric society the slave is part of a family. Once he has 

been taken into a house by a kind of inferior adoption, there is established 

between him and bis master a reciprocity of obligations which, reinforced 

by common laboar, easi17 100 to reciprocal affection. So the slave fs not 

seen as a "beast of bardan." Witness this sentence of Romer: 

Arotmd the house ("Laertes") ran many huta on every side, 
in which the trust Y slaves ate and sat and slept, and 
worked at his ple::.sure. 1 

It is legitimate to take this statement at its face value since 

the slavery iilstitution was not in a state of crisis or moral dilemma, 

hence Homer had no ideological reasons for conjuring up a rosy view of the 

conditions of slaves. Glotz writes: 

Gratefu.1 for the secarity which he (the slave) enjoys, and 
sensitive to consideration, the slave forgets his birth little 
by little and tries to d.eserve an improvement of his lot and an 
old age frae trom care •••• The right to form a family of 
his om, with use if not omership of a bit of landed 
property--that is the s~preme reward to which the::slave with 
a good record aspires. 

Furthermore, in the Romeric period the slaves were seldom children 

of slaves. The father's statua determined that of the child. This is 

confirmed by the Gort1Jl8 codes. 

Though the slave .. oman' s son might sometimes be a seaond-class 
member of the family, he was still part of that narro .. er 
circle within the OIKOS as a whole, free and rlthout the stigma 
of bastardy in our sense, let alone the mark of slavery.3 

A:nd if there .. as only very li ttle mating of the slaves among them-

selves, it was becauae there were so few males among them. The Gort1Jl8 Codes 

1 
Odysse, 1, 189-193. 

2 
Glotz, ~ • .9!,., p. 21. 

~ses Finley, ~. ill., p. 62. 
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provide inscriptiona.l evidence to the effect that there was a penalty 

for the rape of domestic slaves. 

Economie Changes 

l have oQtlined the nature of slavery in Romeric society and have 

argued that i t approached a "Paternalistic" type by virto.e of i ts pecaliar 

role in the 'OIKOS'. 

iut this system did not remain in its pure patriarChal stage: 

economic changes began to break up Romeric society and to induce changes in 

its social o%g8nÏzation. 

Greece presents the unique spectacle of a race passingin a 
fe .. eentories from family institutions to a system of indi­
vidualism in the sovereign city state and extending its 
horizon rapidly beyond the small districts in vhich it was 
once contained to the whole basin of the Mediterranean. l 

More and more the "genos" breaks up and within the narroll family the 

pOl'er of the father becomes weaker; the growing freedom of the individual 

keeps pe.ce vith the growing atrength of the state. The survival of collective 

ownership vanishes in favour of personal ownership. Willetts writes: 

The most likely explanation of the premium set upon division 
(Of family properties) is the grewing power of the new form of 
econo~, with its natural and 1mperative emphasis on alienation 

• • •• In the commun! ties where commerce vas more highly 
developed, and with the introduction of coined money in the 
early fiftp ceut1lr7 the break-up of the older system, nov 
represented by the transi tional form of the onos , must have 
been accelerated. For coined money made possible the aliena­
tion of estates which had become general by the Rellenistic 
periode 2 

Serfdom.::for debt increased as a resalt. There was alao an awakeniIlg 

of initiative and a releasing of energr. Thep>palation increased and the 

~lotz, ,g;e. m., p. 1. 

2a.F. Willetta, The Aristocratie 
Routledge and Kegan, Paul Ltd., 19 5 

in !ncient Crete (London: 
2, 253. 
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food short8ges ... orsened. Trading became regular. Glotz describes thesa 

economic changes in the folloYirlg way: 

In Greece as a whole there preY'Sils, from the seventh century 
onwards, an economic system which is commercial urban, and 
monetary. The effects of these changes were to be immense 
!rOll every point 0"1 rie .... 

Glotz cantinu.es: 

The~ grows up a system which is a1ready Capi talist, in 
opposition to the pZ"imitive econom.r. Aristotle argued that 
this eChrematistic t system set out to satisf'y artificial 
wants and to accDulate wealth in the fOJDll of money, which 
is l2.Beless in itself, by means of trade which creates no 
value and has no other object tban gain.l 

From agriculture, competition anends to iDdustry. "Carpenter is 

jealol2.B of oarpenter and potter of patter." (Glotz). .And it ... as becoming 

acceptable that "this rivalry is good for mortals. n Solon lamented this 

insatiable greed and this tmchain;ng of individualism. which he aa ... as 

fostering inequality. 

In Sparta, Crete and Thessal1', the old system of ownership ... as 

maint aine d , the sale and division of certain lots were forbidden, and the 

owners of the land made much use of serfs. 

In his stu.dy of Crete, Willetts 'W.!"ites: 

In Crete the aristocracy continu.ed to maintain a dominant posi­
tion because the early fOrll of patr~chal slavery persisted 
for centuries after commercial chattel had become the dominatiDg 
form of servitude in other city states.2 

But Willetts fotmd that even there, "the introduction of a monetary system 

led gradually to a disintegration of the old collective system of land tenure 

and the emergence of the autonomous family based upon private properly." 

IGlotz, .2l2.. ,g!!., p. 69 •. 

2a.F. Willetts, Ancient Crete: A Social Bistoq: Section on Slavery, 
Birmingham University, 1965. 



(I will later point to canstraints that prevented a real 

unchaining of the Capitalist spirit in Greece.) 

changed. 

iy the Hellenistic period historians agree that slavery had 

Slsvery was no longer what it had become. Alexander's 
expedi tions, which might have been expected to thrO'll 
multitudes of prisoneES on the market, on the contrary 
reduced very fe .. to slavery; and the reason was that 
this circumspect policy did not conflict with economic 
interests. The field for rec1uiting them vas larger, 
y~slaves were less numerous. 

:8y then free labour was sufficient. So !rom 200 B.C. omrards the 

inscribed walls of Delphi· are covered with deeds of manumission placed 

onder the guarantee of the Go:d;. Slavery lias gradually superseded by free 

or partially iree laboar. 

The "World" of the Slaves in the Athenian Period 

l have brieny sketched the changing economic base on which 

slavery occurred and which in turn affected the nature of slavery. The 

development of slavery is one of the most general phenomena which the 

eollapse of the patriarchal system produced. The family in its reduced 

form no longer faznished either the amount of labour or the variety of 

talents required to satisfy the .. ants which grew up with the habits of 

.ell-being. To malte up the deficit recourse must be had to slave laboar. 

More slaves .ere needed for housework than fo~r17. 

lGlotz, .2E.. ill., p. 350. 
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Sources of Slaves 

:il' the "Athenian Period" the sotlrces of slaves had been ex'tended. 

(1) :iirth: In the deeds of mannulj ssion found at".Delphi, out of 841 

slaves fiosed, there are 217 of this class. 

Da.ri.Dg this period c@ildren born to a slave concubine who had 

been impregnated by ber master 1I'ollld asswœ the statua of their 

mother. This 1f&S in contrast to the situation in Homeric tilles 

when children CODIIIOnly took their father's status and were freemen 

if he ms free. 

(2) Purchase: The sale of slaves had now become llidespread. The 

so-called "barbafianaR came into the Greek world in a steady stream-

the Thracians, Scytbians, Cappodicians, etc.--thmagh the activity 

of f'ull-time traders, much like the process by which the A.frican 

slaves reached the New World in more modern tilDes. HerodotaB says 

that the Thracians eYen sold their children for exporte CHerad., 5.6) 

(3) Kidnapping: This was one of the common sources of slave supply, 

and there were aven organized kidnappiDg gangs on a commercial 

basis. This was not confined to the "barbarian." countries, and 

"children were stolen in every city in Greece. wl This 1I'as evidenced 

by the fact that Athena made it a capital offence to seize and sell 

a .freeman into slaver;y; but this la. was very difficul t ta 

enforce. Glotz writes: 

The traffickers in haman flesh had no more scruples about 
exportiDg Greek slaves than about iJIlporting barbarian 
slaves. They boasht families of insolvent debtors from 
their credi tors; they soaght out children to ma.ke e1Dluchs 
of them for the harems of Sardis or~. 

l 
Alvin Gouldner, ,2P.. Si., p. 28. 
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(4) Wartare: The main reeruiting area of slaves continued to be "ars: 

Slavery and "ar in Greeee are interdependent • • • the 
maintenance of a cheap slave supply requires large areas 
of social disorder bet.een the city-states; it requires 
kidnapping, piracy and war. l 

One of the main peca.liarities of Greek slavery stemmed precisely 

t'rom this relianee on war for the recruitment of slaves. It fostered in 

Greek culture a fatalism and an anpredictability .hich was not foand in 

American:.: societ7. It is accepted today that in that period 

the condition of servitude ms cne which no man, .o.an or 
child, regardless of stata.s or wealth, could be sure to 
escape in case ot wsr ou on some other unpredictable and 
uncontrollable emergency. 

Over everyone, from the highest to the lewest thiDg, hang that horror 

of possible enslavement. 

Gouldner rightly thinks that the psychologlcal costs ot such a 

high degree of anp:redictability DII1St have been tremendoa.s since it heightens 

anxiety and deters ha.sbands from maJdng pS7ch!c investment in their uves. 

As a resul t, Greek cul tare insisted that to be successful is not to be 

immune.~ to the worst disaster. 

Role ot Slaves in Athenian Society 

l will net enter the polemical debate about ~ether or not Greek 

society ms based on slavery. Many have tried to settle the issue b7 

estimating the slave population of Athens in the classical penod; estimates 

have ranged tram 80,000 to 100,000. Likerlse the tree population has been 

estimated to be bet.een 40,000 and 60,000 people. But there has been too 

much discussion about numbers, tor a mere coant ot heads does not answer 

Ialvin GOuldner, .2E, • .s.!i,., p.~. 
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JDS.lJY crucial ql1estions. Within broad limits the huJabers are irre1evant 

to the question of "function." In fact, Kenneth Stampp writes that: 

In 1860, according to offioia1 CRSWl figures, slight1y less 
than a thiJ:od of the total population of the .American slave 
states were slaves. Furthemore, mere1y tbree-quarters of 
an !ree Soa.therners had no connection with slavery throush 
either family tiee or direct omership. The typical Sol1themer 
was a non-slaveholder. In Greece the ownership of slaves 1r8S 

even more widespread. Yet this does not si.gni.f7 that slavery 
1I8S more important to the Greeks.1 

Wi th li ttle exception there DS no acti vi ty _bich was not perf'ormed 

by slaves at some tilles and in some places in the Greek world. (The major 

exception being the "political" which _ere exc1a.sive to citizens.) 

Xining cœaprised the biggest a.tiliser of slaves, and Nicias is 

reported to ha.:ve owned 1,000 in the f'ifth century. The great majority of 

Atàenian indl1strial slaves _orbd in the silver mines of Laur1W1l. Xenophon 

gave the figare of 10,000 slaves in the mines. But lster, 415 - 340 ~.C., 

mines slamped and employment declined. 

Also the general consensllS is that agricul ta.re did not malee a very 

great l1S8 of slaves since corn growing fumished only intexmi ttent work. 

And to feed slaves all the year rotmd in order to emp10y them USl1ally for 

aboa.t seven weeks is bad business! 

Inda.stry could not wom lI'ithOl1t slavery. The division of' labour 

in the crafts required an ever greater variety of lII8nua1 operationS. .And 

the smallest craf'tsman had a few slaves as workmen. Allwere paid at the same 

rate as the free man and their mater himself. They were CODlllOnly employed 

in secretarial and ma.na.gerial posts as in the case of Nicias .. ho entra.sted 

hie mining interests to a slave. 

lxenneth Stampp, The Peculiar Ineti tl1tion in the Antebe11ma Soa.th (New York: 
Vintage, 1964). 
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In the Bourth cent1l17, Bank Meagers vere ottell slaves of freed­

men of the owners lllœ Arohestratus who entrusted his baDk to his slave 

Pas ion, who. he fread and to whom he ultmately beqaeathed his b1l8iœss, 

and Pasion in his turn, when he ret1red, leased the bank to his freed 

slave, Phormis. 

One scholar gave the follouing e%planation for this: 

Self-respeoting free men vere UDWil11ng to accept positions 
in vhioh they had to obey the orders of an employed. So 
employers pref81'1'ec1 to uae in positions of trust man whose 
obedience they oould rely. Slaves oould be ohas'tened if 
they disobeyed Ol'ders and the freedmen had formed the habit 
of executiDg their mster 's orders. l 

In the commercial and lI&l1utacturiJlg cities the slave population 

vas greater than the free, but in agr1cultural areas thel'e were fev slaves. 

Hence slavel'yappears in Greece as a cOiiCoidtant or trade and industry, 

varyiDg accol'diDg to their development. 

FrOIl this, one oan see tbat the Greeka dia IlOt practise the 

monoculture of the modern plantation and they ensted within an essentially 

pre-capitalist eOODOlD1.2 

Treatment of Slaves 

Did the economic and 1ndivi.dualistic changes induse ohanges in 

Mster-servant relationship? Did the earlier paternalistio relationship 

carry ovel' into the DeV81' era? 

It is IlOt easy ta judge the relative severity of slave systellS. 

Sinoe so much depends on local cuatoms, social pressures, economic deYelopment, 

and the ertent to vhich slaves are feared, it would appear that regulatory lavs 

lA.H. Jones, S1&"I817 in the Allaient VOl'ld. 

~oses Finlay, ·Slavert,. in International Encyclopedia of the Social 
Sciences, Vol. 14, 1968. 
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and the ease of emancipation are ':lllible guides when taken by thElllse1ves.1 

There is good reascn to expect more personalized relationship in so 

far as the slave lives and works in the same hOllBehold as his !!8Ster. Such 

personalized relations, however, waned with the decline of the earlier 

paternalistic slave relations, and are probably 1ess trequent in classical 

times ri th the growth of large-sca1e commercialized slavery. 2 

01\ 

~s tilDe went" the 1aws were increasing1y codified against the s1l.ves. 

But t.ile reality W8S milder than the lays wOllld su.ggest. Kitto reports that 

trom vase painting and other sources we know that real 
friendship betyeen the slave and his master wss not uncommon 
• • • • The Athenians were sensj.ble enou.gh to distinguish 
between the statlls and the man.':> 

G10tz supports this vie-.: 

The Athenian people had the merit of introducing hwDane contra­
dictions into i ts laws and improving the condition of the 
slaves • • • the slaves had a better time in A thens than in 
any other city, and i t was said that tbey enjoyed there an 
amount of freedom which the poor ci tizens of IIIBll3' oligarchic 
states ~~lt have envied.4 

Likense Demosthenes :- argues that if the Barbarians from whom the 

slaves were bought were info~ed of the mi1d treatment they received they 

.ou1d entertain a great esteem for the Athenians. He says that the slàves 

at Athens could speak more free1y than citizens in some other states. He 

boasts that the slave had an action for personal outrage like a freeman, 

and that his death at the band of a stranger wss avenged like that of a 

citizezy (Eurip., Hec. 288), whilst if caused by his master1s violence it 

~ut our picture of North American society rests on a wealth of trave11er 
accoants and evidence acctuDlÙated by anti-slavery -.ri terse It is no apology 
'for the cruel ty and injustice of American slavery to stlggest that if such 
evidence were availab1e trom other sooieties, the contra st might not seem so great. 

2Alvin Gouldner, .2ll. ill., p. 354. 

~umphrey Kitto, The Greeks, Hammondwwrth, l4iddlesex, 1960. 

4Glotz, .sœ. m., p. 196. 
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had to be::.atoned for by religious expiation and perhaps by tempor&ry exile. 

Even when the slave had killed his mster, the relatives of the house could 

not themselves in."'lict punishment; they were obliged to hand him over to 

the magistrate to be dealt with by legal process. l (This contrasts sharply 

vith the mob lync~s in Southern United States). 

The slave ms recognized as a hl!S8Il being: the master had a very 

extensive right of correction but no longer the right of life and death. 

The slave collld take refuge in certain sanctuaries and, under the aegis 

of the dei ty, call upon his JilB.ster to sell him. 

In a rather detailed account of The Greeks, Utto writes that 

"The slaves in general had mach freedom, and much more legal protection than 

the Negro citizens of the United States--so mach so that it was a Spart an 

jibe that in the streets of Athens l'OU collld not distingaish between a 

slave and a citizen." 

l40re novel was the idea of giving the slave guarantees even against 

officiaJ.s who embodied the state. One of the foremost authorities on 

ancient slavery systems asks, "where else than in Greece will onefind a 

purchased group of public slaves used as a police force, armed with powers 

of arresting the free?H2 

The existence of benefit clubs Ceranoi), a social institution 

peculiar to the Greeks alone in antiquity, enabled slaves to get advances 

of money to be used for the purchase of their freedom. This practice was 

aIready developed in Attica in the fourth century. In the list of silver 

lJ .K. Ingram, Historx of Slaverz; alao see this for a SIlllJlll8rY of 
Demosthenes accounts of slavery at Athens. 

2william Westermann, HSlavery and the Elements of Freedom in Ancient 
Greece," in Moses Finley, Slavery in Antigo.i.tl, Cambridge, 1960. 
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bowl dedications by emancipated slaves, no less than fourteen examples of 

such appear. (Westermann, p. 24). 

The 1ingering patemalism ia indicated by the concern that nthe 

1 fema1e slaves ~ not have babies without our knowledge.n BothXenophon 

and Aristotle reJIal:k that to have chi1dren made a decent fama1e slave more 

well disposed to her owner, but that a man does llke to have some idea who 

is 1ikely to be born in his house! This shows the continned be1iet that 

the slave 1I'8S part of the househo1d. 

Kitto dwe11s on the lack of social exc1usiveness found in Athens: 

nAthenian society ns singularly free from the barri ers that depended on 

status, whether poli tics1 or financia1 • • • In social life slaves were 

treated as equals and in dress they were often indistinguiShable." 

We may even regard them as advantaged to be sc1aded .t'rom a11 levies for 

mi1itary service or the mariy civic duties wbich eDgrOssed the time of the 

citizens. 

In Attica also there is evidence of a fair1y mi1d fom of slavery. 

We have Sir Em.est Barker' s researches to this .ffect: 

1 

The slaves of Attics were c1ear1y chiefly recent importations; 
few had been born of slave parents in the country and there 
was nothing like the prob1em of a c1ass of hereditary slaves 
which the United States had to face, and with the results of 
which it is still confronted. Their lot lisS comfortable. 
There were no features of dress to distinguish them frolIl the 
ordinar;y citizen ••• In their owner's hOllsehold they _ere 
treated as members of the family. Lega11y as wel1 as . 
socia117 theywere not degraded: they were protected from 
i11 usage by the stage and they could not be punished wi'th 
death 8%Cept by its tribunals. 2 

Quoted in Kitto, The Greeks, .2,E.. Si., p. 230. 

~est Barker, The Political Tho t of Plato and Aristot1e (Ilew York: 
Russell & Russell Inc., 1959 , p. ; 1. A1so for this pictaxe of alavery 
in Attica, see Alfred Zimmern's Greek Commonwealth (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1915). 
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" Fay-Bringera" 

From the fi.f'th to the fourth century there graw up a large body 

of slaves on the hiring system. The skilled workmen, because of the type 

of urban residences of the time, lived apart !rom their masters. This is 

deduced from archeological observations. There ls no example of arq 

slave barraCks in older Greek cities being excavated. They "lived apart" 

and were ~-Bringers." 

The practice of letting them work out brollght them more liberty; 

sa there was formed in industry, and still more in trade, a class ot slaves 

Yhose situation was greatl.,y im,prOved. The main advantage .. as pEmllission 

to live wherethey pleased, and they ... ere also trae to fol.'m a family. 

Some became ma.s';Gr pottera. Some acted as deputies to the kings of 

Athenien business. 

"In this way,n Yriteë Gou.1dner, "there rosé out of the slave class 

personages who were wealtq, lavish and have proven themselves. n 

Thinldng ot.'.Athens, Plato made the well-known remark that it was 

difficu.1t to recognize the slave "as he ~ostles about through the streets. n 

With this state of aft8.i:rs one can :readily understand ... hy Athenian slaves 

were described as impudent and shameless, and why Plato argued that in a 

democracy the slaves sha:re the prevalent laxity. (The Republic). One 

sees, too, the difference between this domestic slavery in lI'hich the slave 

ia not sepa.rated by a gu.lf from his master, and the slavery of the modern 

plantation with its deep lines of demarcation and its exploitation of 

the slave to the uttermost farthing. 
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'flle ether nFacen of Slaveq 

l am not here suggesting that Greek slavery lacked sny of the 

atrocitles associated wlth American slavery. On the contrary, JIlUcb. existed. 

Spartan~ots were the property of the state and could not be privately 

manlDlitted. There are indications that slaves were sometimes badly beaten 

and poorly fed. They could Ilsually give testimony in courts of law only 

onder torture on the assumption that only under physical duress ware 

l they trnstworthy 1Ii tnesses. 

Manumission 

The ease and freqllency of manWDi saïon would seem to be the orucial 

standard in measuring the relati va llarsbness of slave systems-but one shollld 

not sssame an invariable correlation between the freqllency of emancipatïon 

~d the overall conditions of slaves, for in Greece a relative rarity of 

manumission was cOllpled wi th .. hat appears to have been relati vely mild 

domestic servitude. 

Jlan"ssion was chiefly by repurchase. "The last extreme of 

popular liberty, n wrote Plato, tbink;ng of Athena, "is when the slave bought 

with DIOney is jnst as frae as his or her pu.rchaser. n2 

In most cities manumission was confirmed by solemn fo~ties. It 

was done inside or in front of a temple. The terme of the deed were generally 

carved on a wall of the sanctuar,r. 

ICrate was the exception. The Gortyne. Code shows that the slaves there 
were allo.ed to give oath in courts wi thout being sllbjected to torture. 
Willetts attributes this to the patriarchal and underdeveloped nature of 
Crete compared to Athena. Another ensaing peculiarity, inconceivable in the 
Amarican system, is the fact that the purchase of a slave was not binding 
until after 60 days and th4t the purchaser can replldiate the pllrchase if it 
is a bad deal. See R.F. Willetts, The Aristocratic Society in Ancient Crete, 
~. m·, pp. 52-53. 

2Quoted in Ernest Barker' s Greek Political Theoq, ~ethllen & Co. :t.td., p.32. 
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Athena did not cas-; the freedman into a separa te class. She 

placed them amoDg the Metics. He took a new name; he acquired a civil 

personality but no political rights (but ma.ny obligations were still 

imposed on him). 

Compared with the slaves, freedmen were not namerous. At Delphi 

we find from nine to twenty manumissions in the various years. (Glotz). 

This allthor also reports that the slaves who most easily obtained their 

liberty were those who had most opportunity for makiing themselves pleasant. 

He gives evidence: "Of the 1675 manumissions known rrom the inscriptions, 

1 927 refer to .omen and 748 r.efer t 0 men." 

Glotz then explained this inrrequency of manumission to economic 

reasons: "They need as many slaves as possible." Bllt this explanation is 

not sufficeint, because êven if the slaves were manumi tted they woa.1d 

still be available to industry. Rather the sœll amoant or manumission 

says something signiricant abollt the structure of Greek society_ 

In the metic clsss of the city-states the manamitted slave found 

a grollp into which as a freedman he aerged easily, withollt opposition trom 

the group he::elltered. Westermann writes, "There ms a great naidity of 

statua in both directions !rom slavery to freedom as from freedom to 

slavery ••• Why abould an enslaved person. revoIt if thereby he merely 

gains tbat which might so easily be obtained by just borrowing IlOne,. for 

his emancipation?" 

Hence one sees that the dominant mode of slave protest took the 

fom of escape rather than rebellion. Thucydides estimated that more than. 

20,000 Athenian slaves ned in the final decade of the Pelopanesian l'ar. 

To grasp this we must realize that the majority of foreign slaves entertained 

1 
Glotz, .2E,. ill., p. 199. 
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the thoaght of escaping to their homelands men the opportun! ty arose. 

It was in commerce and industry that the freedman round his 

chief resource. "From the cook to the banlcer they continued st their 

old trade, often with their pat%on. Most 1fere hawkers, shop-keepers, 

labourers, porters or transport agents." (G1ot~). 

A fe1f c1imbed to sach a position as to be bestowed with citizen-

ship. "Nicomachos rose iZom slave to citizen, from beggar to rœëh, from 

assistant register to 1egis1ation. 

Dream" story.) 

(This resWb1es the "The Great American ,. 

Conc1uding his po1emica.1 article, Westermann noted that classical 

Athens used slave labour upon a fairly large scale. "But (that) the slaves 

''l'ere emp1ol"ed st the same work as the frae, usua11l" side bl" side with 

them and apparent1y without prejudice or friction. a1 

The::best order-inducing mech&nisDl ns the promise of freedom, 

which fosters an optimistic obedience in one's ro1e-p1ay. 

Justification of Slave;z 

The P1atonic Variant 

The Platonic Theory of slavery may be interpreted as an ons1aught 

on the Sophist view that slavery was conventions1.)! AccordiDg·~.to Plato, 

Greek slavery exists by "Physis" (Nature) and not bl" uNomos" (Convention). 

But Plato' s vins on slavery were re1ated more to his general 

phi1osophl". He saw the relation of slave to master as a kind of microcoSll 

lwilliam Westermann, Athenaeus and the Slaves of Athens, in lIoses Finley, 
~. ill· 

2 
Antiphon, Fragments, On Truth. 
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of the bierarchical pattern that pervaded society and the entire aniverse. 

He sa" slavery as exemplifying a Cosmic prlnciple of authorit,. and 

subordination: the slave na a partial man, lacldng the governing element 

of the soul and consequentl,. needing to be ruled by somsone who possessed 

this element. 

Alvin Gollldner shrugs at the thought that "e might "even remotel,. 

imply a vie" of Platonic Ketaphysics as a deliberate effort to formulate 

an ideology serviceable to a slave-owning group. n l take this one step 

further to suggest that the Greek slavery institution was not in astate 

of crisis and wanting moral propping.l In fact, Platols theory of slavery 

es the resul t of his general Metaphysics about "How Order can be Jlaintained 

in Greek Society." To answer this he sought the "Idea" or "Blysis" of 

justice. 

His conception of the haman personality ia central to his theory 

of slavery. For him the hu:ma.n personali ty contains a hierarchy of parts: 

(1) Reason 

(2) Courage 

(3) Appetite (in descending order, based on their d~s of 

self-sllfficiency). 

For Plato the RIlliDg class is governed by Reason, and the Slsves b,. Jlppetite. 

Andit is contrary to nature that Appetite and Courage should govern Reason. 

Plato further thinks that historical experience has shown that disorder is 

indllced whetl people are not kept in their "matDral positioas" in society. 

Basically Plato is an "arder" theorist. And what is sociologically 

relevant is not Platols inner feelings but rather the "function" or 

Irt -.as the old traditional way of life that had declined and now needed 
re-kindling. Karl Popper, "The Open Society & Its Enemies,n Vol. 1. 
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"consequence" of bis theory for the social structure. His conservatism 

becomes overt when he complains that the slave is not being kept in his 

place. He thinks that the relationship between slaves and masterl! 

needed tightening up, so that they may serve the citizen class and provide 

them with the means for the life of leisure required for governance. His 

thoughts and his theory of slavery is important in so far 8S i t refiècts 

l the dominant beliers of the times on the matter of slavery. 

The Aristotelian Variant 

Aristotle also advocated the "Natural TheoryU of slavery. He holds 

that some men are born natural masters and others natural slaves: "From the 

hour of their birth some are marked far subjection, others for rale." 

131' slavery he means irhat we mean by domestic service: "A piace of 

property of an animate kind engaged in rendering services." 

He regards slavery as a moral insti tntion. As a property the slave 

is a part of his BBI!~er. It i6 an "organic" or functional relationship. 

Either is nothing in itself; both are entirely what they are through that 

to which they belong. 

For him the same principle governed the rule of slaves, of 8 hotlSehold, 

or of a nation. It was as natura! as other relationship of sn.periority and 

inferiority su.ch 88 soul and body, man and wi.f'e. The slave standl! to his 

master, exactly as the body stands to the soul: the slave is a mare body seant 

to be ruled by the.'son.l of his master, as mn.:h as the masterls own body is 

meant to be ru.led by his son.l. 

~or the Platonic theory of slavery, see Platols Republic (CaJm.fordts 
translation); Sabine lIistorl of Poli tical Theorl, J4cIllwain Poli tical 
Thoaght in the West. 
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He was aware of the great difficulties of sorting out the "natnral 

slaves" !rom "natural rulers" and he admitted t~t pbysical differences 

were no clear indication of natura! status. 

While justifying natura! slavery, he J:ejects legal slavary. 

Nataral slavery is moxa!; it g1Tes the slave a IlOxal excellence which he 

could not otherwise attain; the slave becomes a moral being through. being 

supplemented by the moral faculty of his marier. Aristotlets conception 

of slavery 1s of the patemallstic type, involving friendship between 

master and slave. Wi thin the family the slave 1s a person sharing in i ts 

full moral life, as a real "part" and not a mare ncondition." 

The main flaw in th1s theory of slavery stems from the fact that 

the differences he perceives between slaves and free men may not be 

"natcraln but rather the results of the condition of slavery itself. 



CHAP1'ER 3 

THE ANGLO-AmUCAN SLAVERY SYSTnl 

Having deBcribed the Greek slavery system in the round, we will 

simi1ar1y out1ine and describe that system of slavery that deve10ped in 

North America, particular1y in Virginia, where the tirst flowering of the 

p1antocracy took place. 

The growth of the slave popalation in Virginia is il1ustrated by 

the fo11owing figures: 

Table 1 _ Slave Popalation in Virginia, 1625-17081 

1625 

1655 

1683 

1708 

Numbers 

23 

300 

3,000 

12,000 

These figures revea1 the remarkab1e growth of the slave population 

in the American areas. What accounted for the phenomenal growth? 

Between 1619 and 1700 the increase of slaves was smal1 because 

of the presence of European indentured servants and because of the deve1op-

ment of the South's plantation economy. 

In the emergent agricultu.ral Capita1ism. of colonial Virginia 
there 1f&S emerging a mode of economic organisation which was 
taking on a purity of form never yet seen and the difference 
18.1 in the fact that here a growing system of large-scale 
staple production for profit wastree to deve10p in a society 
where no prior traditional inBtitutions with competing c1aims 
of their own, might interpose at an:s of a dozen points lI'ith . 
snfficient power to retard or modify its progress.Z 

~enjamin Brall'ley, A Social Bistory of the American Negro (New York: Dodd, 
}(esd and Co., 1934), p. 15. Al80 Peter DnigJl8J\ and Clarence C1endenen, 
The United States and the African Slave Trade, 1619-1862, Hoover Institution 
Studies, 1963, p. 4. 

2Stan1ey ElkinS, Slavery (New York: Grossett and Dunlop, 1959), p. 45. 
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The l660's marked a transition. Owing to the Navigation Acts 

of 1660 and 1661 and the large drop in tobacco priees large plantations 

became increasingly necessary to attain efficiency: to carry out 

substantial investment in slaves and land. The introduction of rice and 

indigo culture in South Carolina and the concurrent expa...~sion of tobacco 

production in Virginia around ~.: 1689 converted slavery into a fixed 

insti tution. By the early eighteenth century the days of subsistence 

agriculture had passed. Tobacco growing became almost a craze in 

Virginia. Fines, taxes, salaries and 'bills ... ere all evaluated and psid 

in pounds of tobacco throngh the seventeenth century. 

One of the earliest and best studijr of the conditions necessary 

for the sllCcess of slavery as an industrial. system .. as that of Ca:ii:nes.l 

He ms led to study this question by the fact that slavery, having origi..nally 

ex:isted in all the English colonies in America, in the more northerly of 

these had declined and become spontaneously extinct, whilst in the Southern 

states it had arlsen to great importance and shaped the entire social system 

2 in conformity with ite r~qui:rements. Caimes argues that the slave 

system .. as not adapted to the requirements of the North and was replaced 

by that of peasant proprietors, who with their families, did the work on the 

farms. He smnmarised his findings: 

The succeseful maintenance of slavery as a system of industry 
requiree the follo1fiD.g conditions: firet, abundance of fertile 
soil; and second, a crop, the cultivation of which demands 
combination and organisation of labour on an extensive scale, 
and admits of its concentration. It is oring to the presence 
of these conditions that slaver,y has maintained itself in the 
Southe:rn states and to their absence that it.lBs disappeared 
trom the Northern states. 

lJobn. E. Cat:i:nes, The Slave Polfer, New York, 1862. 

2 Eugene Genovese, The PoUtical Econollll of the Slave South (New Yorkl 
Ban'theon Books, 1965. 
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El.i Whitney's invention of the Cotton Gin (1793) alao strengthened 

the institution of slavery making cotton production vastly more efficient. 

The economic role of slavery in the .American colonies ns to be snmas" eecJ 

in the following ~: 

From around 16l,J, the English settlements were largely 
dependent upon Africa for their economic success. Ylithout 
slaves the agricultural colonies would probably have 
languished largely in a sllbsistence economy and the New 
England colonies probably .. ould bave had great difficalty 
in fiDding any other means of heightening the value of their 
colonial prodllcts through commercial exchange.l 

VIe can deduce the economic success of slavery from the figures 

indicating the tremendous growth in cotton exporte 

Table 2 

Cotton Export trom U.S.A.! 1792 - 18352 

1792 

1804 

1835 

Export lin Pounds 

138,328 

38, 118 , 041 

127,860,152 

As early as the 1690's the demand for slaves in the British colonies 

had become so great and the Royal African Company so inefficient in supplying 

them that in 1698 Parliament revoked the ccmpany' s monopoly on the African 

coast and threw open the traffic to independent merchants and traders. 

Blacks thllS increased rapidly, while white servants fell. By 1690 liegroes 

.. ere the largest group in Virginia. ~eir value increased correspondingly. 

A slave which initially cost 1.20 was ~500 in worth by the 1850's. 

~uignan and Clendenen, .!?:e. ,ill.., p. 12. 

2 
J .K. Ingram, .!?:e. ill,., Appendix. 
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Then "with the full development of the plantation there _&s 

nothing, so far &s his interests lfere concerned, to prevent anilit1pted 

Capitalism trom becoming unmitigated slavery ••• The emergent insti­

tution of slavery W8S in effect anchallenged by any other institution."l 

Even the bulk of ne.comera (immigrants) went northwa.rds beyond 

the confines of the Southern ataple belts. This entrenched the slave 

plantations yet more strongly in their local domination, and by that very 

2 fact it perpeutated itsp.lf. 

From "Serf" to "Slave" 

There is no other startling proof of the Wlderlying role of 

economic factors than the part they played in changing the status of the 

negro in America. One study bas described the early statua of negroes 

thus: 

Early negroes fell in the servant categories long familiar 
to the Common Law of England, none of wh1ch incladed perpetuaI 
and inheri ted chattel bondage. In the early phase negroeS 
were 'servants t like the rest, ri th no arliculated legal 
structure to impede their becoming free acter a term of 
service ~ entering society as artisans and holders of 
property. 

The distinction betlfeen "slave" and "frae" that was entreDChed by 

the eighteenth centar,y .as not an important distinction at the opening of 

the seventeenth century. Until the l66O's the statua of the early negroes 

was that of "servants" and they received a corresponding treatment. 

lStanley Elkins, Slavery: A Probl~ American Institutional and 
Intellectual Life (New York: Universal Library, Grossett &: Dunlap, 1959), p. 42. 

2J .x. Ingram, ~. s!1., Appendix. 

30scar &: 1!ary Handlin, Origins of the Southern Labour System, William and 
Kary Quarter:Q-, 3rd Series, VII, April, 1950. 
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It 1s evident, farther, that in 1 te early phase the colonies 

were guided by 1deas as by ecanomic ilIIperatives. Oscar Handlin has 

affirmed that plant ers of Virginia and Jlaryland at first did not think 

Negro labour more desirable. l 
They appeared to have preferred a laboaring 

force of white servants !rom Englan d, Scotland and lreland, rather than 

"Blacks" fromAfrica.
2 

This initial dislike for "Jlackness" cannot be 

explained in the llarxist framework, but in terms of the antecedent ideas, 

partly inherited from the Judae-Christianic tradition, which associated 

blackness with evil and whiteness with goodness. 

What accoUDted for the overriding of this long held belief 

which catlSed the shift to Negro labour? The major role must be attributed 

to the increasing demand for American produce and the "superiority of negmo 

labour" as tl:e1nstrument of prodl1ction. At firet the conditions of inden-

tlll'ed servants were improved in order to attract a large supply, but the 

faillIre of this move necessitated negro labour. And as the number of 

negroes 1ncreased their statua was crystallised to suit the logic of 

Capi t ali sm. 

Elkins asks the pertinent question: "Why should the statua of 

"Slave" have been elaborated in little more than two generations with such 

utter logic and completeness to malee American slavery unique among all sa.ch 

systems known to civilisation.n3 

Elkins answers this question in tems of a countervailing viey 

of power: 

l 
Oscar Handlin, Race and Nationality in American Life (New York:Doubleday 

Anchor Books, 1957), p. 10. 

2Stanley Elkins, .2:e,. m·, p.37. 

3Ibid• 
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A growing system of large-scale staple production for profit 
was free to develop in a society where no prior traditional 
institutions, wi th competing claims of their om rdght i!lter­
pose with sufficient power to retard or modity its progress 
• • • Capi talism became the main dynamic force; Europeans 
stressed personal achievement and America wes the ideal spot 
for working this otlt. l 

This particular fom of Capitalism, by its very logic, demanded a 

certain fom of statua to be ascribed to the n~oes: the master must 

have absolute power over the slave's body; ph.ysical discipline was to be 

made virtually anlimited and the slaves' chatt el status 1lll81terably 

fixed-no legal or moral recognition of their family, no re~t)gni tion of 

the religious need of slaves. 

!he law was to cl.ari.f'y beyond aIl question, to rationalise, 
ta simplify and to make more logical and symetrical the 
slave's statua in society.2 

In a recent comparative study ot Cuba and Virginia, the author 

concludes: 

So thoroaghgoing was the right of possession of the slave' s 
persan and the consequent loss to the latter of even the 
right to personal security, that onder Virginia law killiDg 
ôf a slave by his master was not considered a felo~ for, 
as the Code logically reasoned 'i t C8IIllot be presumed that 
prepensed malice should induce a man to destroy his own 
estate.' n 3 

Ulrich BonneIl Phillips agrees that "the seventy of the slave 

laws in the commonwealth of English origins • • • was largely due to the 

historie possession by their citizens of the power of self-government • • • 

Assemblymen locally elected and responsi ve to the lears as weIl as the 

hopes of their constituants necessarily reflected more fully the desire 

of social control:4 

ISt&nley Elkins, ~ m., p. 42. 
2 
~., p. 44. 

~erbert nain, Slaver in the Americas: A Co arative St a 
and Cuba, Chicago, 19 7, p. 38. 

4ulrich BonneIl Phillips, American Negra Slaverx (New York: University of 
Mlchi~. lq~~. ~. 49~. 
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However this explanation does not go all the wsy in explaining 

the severi ty of the system. For the Ancient Greeks also treasured 

autonolQ' and independence and aIl the c·ther "democratic" ideas, and yet 

their system of slavery was different. This difference stems from their 

differential economic arrangements. 

Colonial leaders early recognised that they Boula possess the 

laboar of the negro for bjalife-time without mach opposition fram either 

internaI or external power. The planters created the institution of 

slavery to satisf'y their interests. 

But the Judiciary and the Legislature, which were uniquely 
representative of and entirely composed of the members of 
the Planter Class, were not far behind in taking cognisance 
of this growing customary law governing the negrees 1 

condition, and they early gave recognition to this whole 
body of practice.l 

nein continues to explain this pattern: 

The elaboration of the slave statua in law however, took 
more tilDe tban did its development in practice, for the 
legal structure of negro slavery yas not really began until 
1662 when the Virginia General Assemiùy, by st&tutory la..." 
undertook to york oat as systematic a slsve code as 
possible.2 

Let us use Virginia as an illustratio~. In 1662 a law made 

children to take the statua of their mothers. (This seems to have been 

adopted for very pragmatic reasons.); In 1672 any white person could 

k1ll a. mn-amy slave if he offered resistance. In 1688 a master could 

kill a slave and this would not be regarded as a felony. Negroes in 

1692 were denied the right of 3Dr7 çd the right to Olln propert7. By 

~erbert Klein, ~. ill., P.i44. 

2Ibid. 

~llagh, Slavery in Virginia, p. 44. 



1805 astate law had prohibited all masters fram teaching their free 

coloured indentured youths to read and write. Miscegenation was strongly 

discouraged. The slave became "elaborately hemmed into the plantation 

by a complex procedure of warxants and patrol system whereby ail the 

negroes of the state were constantly and carefully accounted for. nI 

The only time the la1l' considered the slave a human being was 

in cases of conspiracy. 

To the extent that Southerners ceased to think in terms of 
the seventeenth centuxy degrees of freedom, to the extent 
that the,. thought of liberty as a whole, natural and 
inalienable, they were forced to conclude that the slave ms 2 
wholly unfree, who Il,. lacking in personali ty, wholl,. a chattel. 

Virginia's "Legislation of Iron," created by "pure Capitalism;' 

was a sharp contrast to Cubais slave code which ns a produot of historie 

institutions and ancient philosophies alien to the modern Captialistic 

temperament. 3 

The North ns no different. Betjeen 1700 and 1723 a series ot 

repressi ve laws emerged in the N orthern colonies. 

"These Acta," writes Phillips, "whiCh remained in effect ihroaghout 

the colonial period constituted a code of slave police which differed only 

in degree and fullness from those enacted by the more sOllthernly colonies 

in the same generation.n4 

Furthermore, the similarity of conditions (due to the logic of 

chattel capitalism) and the difficulty of devising laws to comply with 

lxerbert Klein, .1œ ill., p. 56. 

20scar Handlin, ~.ill., p. 22. 

3nerbert Klein, ~.ill., p. 57. 

4mrich BonneIl Phillips, E.;e • .m., p. 105. 
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intricate customs and to gIlSrd against apprehended dangers caused 

a great deal of intercolonial and inter-state borrowing of statutes, so 

that 1I'e get: 

• • • a perfect chain of this sort, yi th each link a basic 
police la1l' for slaves in a separate colony or state (which) 
ertended from Barbados through the South-eastern comtries 
of Commonwealth on the continent. l 

Phillips gave the following explanation: "The institution of 

slavery was first established by custom al one and 1I'as merely reoognised 

by statutes when these came to be eœcted. ,,2 

What does he mean by the term "custom"? By the use of the word 

"alone" he denies himself the right of discussing the eCOllom1e facts 

that shaped these "customs." 

After discussing the status of American slaves, Elkjns agrees 

that the American "breed" of slavery l'las uniquely fashioned by English:nen 

in America, for it 1mS not imporled !rom elsewhere.; 

Oscar Handlin's study reached a similar conclusion: 

Clearly American slavery was no direct imi tatiOll of 
Biblical or Roman or Spanish or Portuguese or West Indian 
models.4 

It was the economic reality, to the exclusion of aIl others that 

operated most decisiv!l: upon the entire struetlll'e of stautory la1l' and 

custom that made up the slave regime.5 Only this interpretation could 

Inrich BonneIl Phillips, ~.ill., p. 105. 

2Ibid., p. 449. 

3stanley Elkins, .sœ. m., p. ;8. 

40sear Handlin, .sœ. ill., p. 9. 

~erbert nain, ~. ill., p. 164. 
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account for the confidence and pathological zeal with which some planters 

defended the slavery institution. Witness the following: 

True philantropy to the negro begins at home and if Southern 
men would act as if the heaven were inscribed with a covenant, 
in letters of fire, that the negro is here, and here forever; 
is our property and ours forever; is never to be emancipated; 
to be kept hard at York and in rigid subjection a11 his days, 
the: ~o1lld accomplish more good for the race. l 

TreatJIIIIB.t of Slaves 

Phillips once questioned the possibility;ôf "loose and glib 

generalising" about the living conditions and treatment of slaves. 

"The only generalisation that can be made with relative confidence is 

that some masters were harsh and lroga1, others were mild and generoua, 

and the rest ran the who1e gamut in-bet.een. In short the human factor 

introduced a variable that defied generalisation.n2 

Phi.llips later overlooked this and gives a very biased account 

of the treatment of slaves by basing his study on an unrepresentati ve 

sample of plantation records. The present study thinks that by focusing 

on the maze of institutions, customs, values and interest we can deduce 

approximately where on the spectrum a particular slave system falls. 

The test is that of consistency bet_een the slave system and other factors 

in the American situation. l am not here stressing the crue1ties of the 

slave trade. This is by no1l' a .e1l known fact. 3 

lQuoted in William Chambers, American Slave;y end Colour, po 70 Taken 
from the "Richmond Observer. U 

2Quoted by st&Dlq Elkins, .2l2. • .91., p. 22. 

3naolel Mannix, Black CarEes: A Histoq of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 
New York, 1962. 



The present concern is wi th the Anglo-American system of 

slavery. And a clue to the overall treatment of the slaves can be 

deduced from the "types of plantations" and their type-distribution. 

Phillips notes that, 

If a proprietor had but one or two families of slaves, he 
and bis sons commonly laboured alongside the blacks not 
less than atep for step at the l'law • • • If there were 
a dozen or two working bands, the mster and son, instead 
of labouring manually-, woald superintend the work of the 
plow and hoe-gangs. If slave Dabered severa! score the 
master and his famil)" nti.ght live in pleasure, while dele­
gating the field supervision to an overseer, aided perhaps 
by one or more slave foremen. If he oms severa! planta­
tions he might put an overseer in charge and a stewari 
might be employed to supervise the severa! overseers. 

It is commonly accepted toda,y tbat relationships on the smaller 

plantations were better than those on large plantations where land and 

làboar were exploited in the zeal for immediate financial retums, and 

these "factories in the fieldR differed substantiall)" from the more 

paternalistically organised amaller units and older tide-water 

plantations.
2 

The large plantations approached the rational-bureaucratie 

organisation. Its gœl ms specifie, and Cairnes summarised it thus: 

It is the ma.rim of slave management in slave importing 
countries, that the most effective econo~ is that which 
takes out of the human chatt el in the shortest space of 
time the utmost amount of exertion i t is capable of 
putting forth. 3 

Large units were more CODlllon in the Lower South and most of the 

large shareholdings were concentrated in those areas best suited for 

staple crops. Unti1 1830 overseers in Virginia were paid by the amount of 

luIrich BonneIl Phillips, Ee. ill., p. 228. 

2A11gUSt :Meier and Eliott Rudwick, From Pl.aabd;ion to Ghetto: An Interpretive 
History of American N'egroGs (New York: Hill and Wang, 1966). 

3 
John E. Cairnes, Ee.,ill., 



production, so the1r policy vas to push the slaves as far as their 

physical capacity would take. One stady bas found that, 

Brutality vas more freqœnt in the Deep South operated 
by overseers who had no persoœl concern about the 
slaves as people or even as property, and as lOllg as 
the overseer produced a large crop, the planter was 
ordinarlly satisf1ed regardless of the brtItal discipline 
that m1ght be used.l" 

In the 'South' in 1860 there q* 385,000 slaveholders in a free 

popalation ot 1,500,000 famUies. AIld if ve take the awnership of twenty 

slaves as the minimum far membership in the Planter Class, a stlldy of the 

censns data reveals that the ireat majority of southern slaveholders could 

not be called planters. One authoritative stw:1y of the South found that 

more than a balf of the slaves lived on plantation units of more than 

twenty slaves and a quarter lived on units of more than fifty; it also 

found that the majOl'ity of slaves belonged to members of the Planter Class 

and not to those who operated small farma vith a single slave family.2 

Most of those in the Planter Class ownec1 twenty to 'litt Y slaves, about 

10,000 owned fifty and soma 3,000 persons owned more than one hundred 

slaves. 3 

To assess the role of slavery in any society the main criteria 

should, however, not be the absolute totale or proportions but rather 

the location and function of slaverYI 

If the economic and political elite dependeà primarUy on 
slave labour for basic production, then ve DIay speak of 
a slave society. 4 

lAugust Meier and Eliott R1ldv1ck, ,2E. ~. 

2xenneth stampp, ,2E. ill., p. 31. 

3Allgust Meier and Wott Rudvick, ,2E. ill. 
~ses FinIey, 'Slavery,' ,2E. ,ill. 
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There ia SOlDe evidence suggesting that the slavery relationshl.p 

on the amall plantations were "paternalistic" but this does not :bIply 

a "paternalistic" social structure. To reslly grssp the real nature of 

the American slsvery system we will have ta follow the logic bf that 

system and see the extremes which that system is capable of producing. 

In the New York Tribune (24.2.1857) the following sdverlisements 

appesred: 

1. "Fifty dollars for the apprehension of the slave Sam, or 

one hundred dollars for his head"; 

2. "Fifty dollars for the person of the said boy Sam, but 

one hundred dollars for his head, the killing of him without 

incurring any penalty or forfeiture thereby"; 

3. "I would info~ the citizens of Holmes County thst l still 

have my negro dogs and that they are in good training and 

resdy to attend all calls of hunting ran-away negroes. nI 

The New York Tribune hsppaned to be an "average" nenpaper of the 

time. The firet two àdvertisements vould be interpreted as the general 

strstegy of indllcing fear and paralysis into potentially recalcitrant 

slaves. However, "eye-accounts" and Court cases suggest this logical 

2 
e~me of the system was cammonly enforced. The la st adverlisement 

shows that the business of social control of the slaves hsd been profea-

sionalised. In fact the who le system for the slaves represents one of the 

most stringent forma of totslitsrian armngement ever conceived. AlI the 

Southern states provided for a patrol systemib gusrd against "unlawflll n 

lwillism Chambers, .!m. Si. 

~en more gruesom.e .as the practice of "dismembering" some male 
slaves !rom fear of sexual threat. 
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a ssemblying , the secreting of firearms or insurrection. Ail adult 

whites, whether slaveholders or not, WeN required to serve periodically 

in the patrol system. 

Despite the multitude of atrocities dictated by the logic of the 

system, lII8llY scholars, represented by Ulrich Bonneil Phillips, have 

painted a very rosy and one-sided picture of the slavery regime. He writes: 

Planters avoided crueil, vindictive and captious punishments. 
Their despotism was benevelent in intent and on the whole 
beneficial in effect • • • The master was ruled by a sense 
of digni ty, d nt y , moderation and the slaves by a moral code 
of their own. l 

He talks of children sa.pplying the bond bet1reen the races, and 

plantations as "the best schools yet invented for the mass trainjng of 

that sorl of inerl and backward people which the balk of the American 

2 negrees represented. ~ 

Phillips, .!. ~':Ü)à, accepted the notion of negre inferiority. 

And he included only the type of evidence that porlrayed the planter as 

"tender, hospitable and patriarchal ft and the household as charming and 

harmonious. 3 Relative quiescence in the system could only ex:i.st if the 

slaves accepted their degraded lot. Bnt there were many reasons ~hy 

they would not alwsys snbmit passively. 

lulrich BonneIl Phillips, .2E,. ,ill., p. 328. 

2Ibid., p. 343. 

3For exemple, Philip Fithian's accounts. Journal of Lettera, Princeton, 
1900, p. 287. 



A Planter-Dominated Society 

Within the Plantation 

The main characteristic of the plantation, according to a 

recent st:ady ~ Slavery in Jamalca, ws the high degree ~ local 

atItonomy ~ the Plantations.l There arose typical features in such 

a system; the coerclve œture ~ the institution, its envelopment of 

the lives of the slaves, the drawing of lt~ l.&'1our force from many 

diverse cultures and the consequent problems of -racelt relations vh1ch 

ensue. 

In the self-conta1ned United states system all lines of 

communication to society at large origimted and ended vith the mster. 

There the master and his conceptions dominated and conformit:y to them 

vas the only mans or survival. The small vorld of the plantation 

vas rigidl:y stratified aJld this vas regulated by a wole set of 

behavloural rules. As Van Den Berghe puts ita 

Slaves vere expected to behave subm1ssively through 
self-deprecatory gest1l1'es and speech, the fraquent use of 
terme ~ respect tovard Whites, self-debasing clovning 
and general fulfilment of their role expectation as 
inoompetent and backward grown-up ch1ldren.2 

He continues: 

They vere treated at best like a 1 stern but Just f father 
vould deal vith backward children; at vorst IDe special 
am e:çansivà species of livestock wose labour vas to he 
exploited for the greatest economic gain.3-

1 Orlando Patterson, Slavery in Jamaies, 1967. 

2p1erre Van Den Berghe, Race and RacisJU A Comparative Perspective, 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1967, p. SO. 

l 
~., p. 82. 



Within the planta.tions, arder vas mainta1œd DOt only by 

brute coercion bat alao by ·symbolic coercion.- This DBDDer or control 

vas succintly put by Genovese: 

One wealthy planter vith a great house and a reputation 
tor living and entertaining on a grand scale wotilà 
impress a whole commtlDityand keep betore its hambler 
men the shining Ideal ot plantation magnificence; the 
planter thus appears as an ave-1nspiring being. So 
every dollar spent by the planters tor elegant clothes, 
a college education tor their children, or a lavish 
barbaque contributed to the political and 'social domina­
tion ot their class.l 

The power or the master must be absolute to render the 
submission or the slave pertect.2 

The IIBsters ~ould œny slaves access to non-slaves, to literacy 

and to mobUity, and they could mold the personallty or the slave in 

the direction of docillty and subservience, ruthlessly destroying 

those who would not band. Elkins argues that in sncb a tightly closed 

system like the plantation the slave's position of ab solute dependency 

compals him to see the authority tigure as somehov real.ly -good.-3 

The plantation was a micracosm of the larger society and the 

statua distinctions on the plantations were generalised to the wider 

society. 

1 

This generalisation of coloUl' as a statua ap, basides 
having the ettect of stressing categories at the expense 
of personal judgelll8Jlt. introduced a œv element of 
rigidity. It upgraded poarer whites as 8P.1nst negroes 
and no intermediate groups were tolerated.4 

Eugene Genovese, .!m. ~., p. 18. 

~ichael Ban ton, Race Relations, p. l22. 

3staJÜey Elkins, ,ma. ill., p. 129. 

~ichael Banton, .!m- ill., p. 117. 
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Planter-DomiDated SClC1et,. at Large 

The plantation society that had begun as an appendage of 

British capltalism ended as a powerful, largely autonomous civU1sation 

vith aristocratie pretensions and possibUities, although It remained 

tied to the capltalist world by bonds ot commodlty production.l 

The slave owners formed a teudal land-owning aristocracy that 

dominated both the economic and political lite of the South alld the 

natloJt:as a vhole. Ten ot the s1xteen pre-civ1l R1' Presidents were 

2 born in the South and as many were slaveowers. 

Independent marchants found their bualnesses dependent on the 

patronages of the slave-holders, so bankers elther became planters 

themsèlves or assumed a servile disposition toward the planters. 

The Sou:thern system caused banking to be t1ad to the Planter 

Class, so we find planters on the governing boùàà ot the banks. This 

prevented bankers emerging as an irldependent and challenging m1d.dle-class. 

The all-pervadillg influence of the planters ex"tended alao to 

the realm of social lite and ideas. 

The planters commaDded Southern politics and set the tone 
of social l1f'e. Their mores empbaslsed famlly and statua, 
a strollg code of honour and aspirations to l1lXllr7, ease 
and accompl1sbment.3 

Genovese tried to show that somehow the South vas aristocratic 

rather than Capitalist. But these are not mutually exclusive. An 

,aristocratic class still needs the Capital1stie foundation to.support 

~ugene Genovese, .!m. ,gi!., p. 15. 

2van Den Berghe, .!m. ill., p. BO. 

3Th1s description of Genovese resembles Pareto's typology of a 
society charaeterlsed by Class l Residuss (aFoms"). 



laxurious living. 

In Virginia the lack of Royal Control aided the creation of 

the all-poverful Planter Cleas. The aim of the English crown vas only 

maximum revenue. 

On trnly essentiel matters that had no direct relation­
ship to the royal customs monopolies, the crown was 
1ndif'ferent or indecisive. 

Eventually far vant ot 8 more positive conception of imperial 

govermnent, the crown decided to accept what had been establ1shed in the 

colonies. l Beêause of the Crown's refusal to provide adeqœte tnnds for 

the colonial administration 1t vas forced to concede to the General 

Assembly the rights or petition, of legislation, of taxation; and of 

control of finance.2 Colonial leadership passed to the most praminent 

phnters, who consolldated their position, eSplc1all7 atter 1624 in a11 

the major pol1tical and administrative offices of the coloDf. 

Likew1se in the religions sphere, Irapid eros1on soon wiped 

out the complete edifice of the church as 1t vas lœown in EnglalX1._
3 

Take the case of Virginia. The control or the chur ch there 

became ledged in the General Assembl7 of Virginia. In 1662 Veatties 

vere created to control the Church. CODIlISnt1ng on the structure ot these 

Vestries, nein writesl 

Vestr1es became autocratie local bodies or the leading 
planters who exercised enormous control over social 
and economic conditions within the Parish ••• Wben 
va.cancies occurred the Vestrymen themselves proceeded 
to choose leadillg planters as members.4 

lAndrews, The Colonial per1id, l, pp. 98-205. 

2craven, The Southern Colonies, p. 159. 

:3 
Herbert nein, .sœ. ,2,!!., p. lJYl. 

4Ibid., p. 109. 
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Commissionary James Blair spoke op against the custOlll of makiJlg 

annual agreements vith the ministers which the Vestries ca11 "Hiring 

of Ministersr. ••• "They are only in the nature or chaplains- whose 

tenure of office ws dependant on an annual agreement renewable at 

the option of a smal1 body of men.1 

No functional au.tcmaDlf ws allowed to the Church, so the Church 

could not offer education to the slaves, sanction their marriages nor 

convince the plantera about the JDOral1ty of emancipation. There vas 

no boundary betveen the Clergy and the Planter Class. 

Renoe Virgin1a ws allowed to grov in the light of ber 

interests and could ignore m&D1 8Xternal forces that handicapped say, 

Cuba. 

~ssion and Urbanisation 

By foousiDg on these two factors of Manumission and Urbanisation 

ve will see the ways in which tbeir particular forme coDf'~d to the 

logic of Capitalist slavery, and how they vere related and mutually 

reinforcing. 

The system itself fostered the increasing severity of the lava 

Bgainst manumission, the horror ot misoegenation, the depressed condition 

of the free negro and hie pecullar place in southern society; a11 signa 

of hov difficult it was to conceive a non-slave coloured class. Such a 

olass \lm- umatura1.ïmiJ~n"'ly awry.2 

l Quoted by nain, ,22- ,E!., p. 109. 

2stanley Elkins, ,gR- ill., p. 61. 
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In 1691 a Virginia General Assembi7 proclamation decreed 

tlred inconven1ence may happen to th1s count1'7 by the 
setting or œgroes and malattoes free ••• 

am it provided, umer pain of heav,- penalty, that OWDel'S who eman­

cipated their slaves had to pa7 for their transportàtion out of the 

l 
countrJ within six months. 

A similar attitude ws displayed throughout the slave-era in 

the United states. A report submitted to the Ma1'7lam Legislature of 

l.8.44 on the removal of the free negro element frOlll a section of that 

state affirmatively argned that, 

They do net derive their rights from the constitution. 
Thel hac1 ne part in the formation of our govermnent. 
They are not members of oor commtmity. They enjoy ne 
rights as éitizens • • • The free negroes have their 
independent existence by the consent of the Govermnent 
of Maryland; am that Govermnent has the right at any 
t1me to repeal the lav giving them their separate 
existence or their special pr1vileges.2 

The wAmericansa felt that a free-coloured class had a self-

contradictor7 8~t1lS. They vished to remove h1m altogether for fear 

he would incite 1Dv1diotlS comparison in the minds of the "docile" slaves. 

The more the slave regime settled into its mold the more 
the freedmen became an anoma17 and an irritatiDg element 
in the vell-ordered view of the races. This required that 
every coloured be fi depandent being who coULd not function 
without a white master ••• Umer this system he vas a 
dangerollS element who by his very existence challenged 
the leg1t1mac7 and threatened the stab il it y of race relations.3 

lsee Herbert Klein, ,2E. ill., p. 228. 

~uoted in William Jenkins, Pro-Slaver:y Thought in the Old South, 
Massachussetts, 1960, p. 155. 

3staDlel Elkins, .!m.~., p. 245. 
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llhereTer the Negroes clustered nmnerically, from Boston to 

Philadelphia and Cincinnati, they were not onlr ~ow-beaten and 

exclmed trom the trades but vere otten victilDs 01' brutal assaults 

whether trca mobs or individual persecutors. l The tree negrees were 

described as lIyorthless and indolent, the very droves and pests 01' 

society.· Census tigures were aven used to show hw the treed slaves 

had deteriorated as a result or emancipation because nov they had a 

2 greater crime rate, greater poverty and greater disease. 

Among the extreme measares advocated to remove this camplicating 

element vas the repatriation of freec1msn ow1Dg to the knovledge that 

Dtheir locomotive habits fit them for a dangerous ageney in schemas, 

wild aM v1sionary.· 

Lynching became the extreme form 01' social control or the Devly 

treed negro popnlation or the South. Until the negro vas emancipated 

his cash value to his owner helped preserve hm trOll attack, but when he 

vas freed he ceased to be anyboèy's property.3 Arld there ws no nerma.tive 

system to protect him. Lynching vas an adaptive instrument to buttress 

White supremacy by destroying or by suppressing the potential economic 

and sexual threat of the treedmen. The existence of Blacks vas a source 

of psychologicaJ. strain through the sexual guUt syndrome, which must 

have been very irritatiDg and frustratiDg to all. Cash describes this 

in the following vay. 

~ich Bonnell Phillips, .sm. ill., p. 440. 

2ror a discussion or this topie, see Meier and Rudwick, .!m. ~., 
pp. 66 - 122. 

3wa~ter F. White, Rone and Faggot, 1929. 



As perpetuator of White superiority and as a creature 
absolutely iDaccessible to the nales of the inferior 
group, she (the White voman) 1nevitablJ became the focal 
centre of the f1Dldamental pattern of proto-Dor:1an 
pride • • • Yet if snch a woman knew that the maid in 
her kitchen vas in reality balf-sister to her OWD 

daughter, if she suspecteà that her husband samet1mes 
s11pped avay fica her bed to the arma of a Ilulatto 
W8nch, or aven if she suspected these things of any of 
her male relatives, why of course, she vas be1J:lg 
cruelly voumect in the sentiments she held most sacredl 
• • • And the guUty man, supposing he possessed 8'D.1 
shadow of decency, must inexorably writhe in shame and 
an intolerable sense of impurity UDder her eyes.l 

Though Cash's description is a 11ttle over-refined, it is 

accepted by others that the psychology-syndrome of the stereotype of 

negro sexuali ty lad to the proj action of the guilt feelillgs and frœ­

tratioDS on to others, especially on to the negrees themse" oiS.
2 

The ·pocrilhites· became fim bastions of the system. They 

displayed a strong disllke for the slaves who often farad better th8D 

the ·po::.vhite trash· or ·po b1lOkra· throagh the protection of pOwerful 

Whites. The poOl' whites thus carrieà out the ~ching acts because 

they bad a vested interest in the subordination of the Degroes. About 

the pOOl' Whites, Cash ~itest 

Ii' he had no vorth-while interest at ~ in slavery, if 
bis real interest ran the other vay about, Jae did never­
theless have that to hm, dear treasure of bis superiority 
as a white man, vhich bad been conf'erred on hD by slavery; 
and he vas as detemined to keep the black iiiaD in chaine, 
and he saw in the offensiTe of the Yankee a~ great a 
danger to himself, as the angriest planter.3 

The poer white 'a patriotism and identification vith the Planter­

Chss vas l'einforced by bis lack of class feeling and the contrast of bis 

lw.J. Cash, The Mind of the South (Garden City, N.Y.s Doub1eday, 1954), 
pp. 87-88. 

2nchael Banton, ,22. ~., pp. 155-157. 

3w.J. Cash, ,22. ~., pp. 68-69. 
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image ot the orass, tmOouth Yankee vith that or the .Sou:thern 

Gentlemana who he admired.l 

The laok ot Urbanisation also contribu:ted to planter-domination. 

In the oities the slaves oould not be controlled as tightly as in 

rural areas. But yet :ln the oities the ooloured olass ws small and 

conspicuous and vas controlled thoroughly through a tight registration 

and pass system. Tbat the plantation system vas so predominant in 

Virginia vas dce to its mono-cultivation of tobacco and the lack of 

urban growth and alternative economic opportunities tor the use or 

slave labour. There vere really no other major occupations for the 

negro and almost tvo-thirds wo1l1d be found on the plantations ontil 

about 1860. 

Urban slavery, 8Ven at its height in 1860, accotmted for only 

7% or the total slave labour force. And vithin cities the coloured 

population vas very amall. Whites were theretore able to single out 

and isolate the urban coloured population, to break down their social 

cohesion, and to control their non-working habits.2 

Movements to the cities were very bard because the strict 

residence lavs conf'ined the iree coloured population te the place or 

his emancipation. 50 urban centres remained l"elatively small.:3 

1 
Guy Hanter, Industrialisation and Race Relations. 

2aarbert nein, .22. ill., p. 15. 

:3 ~., p. 228. 
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System Integration and Conflict 

BefOl'e ve can ·tmderstaIldD the ideo1og1es used in the attempts 

to prop up the slave regimes lie abould try to see the ·systemness" of 

the slavery institution and hov this itself generated conflicts which 

in turn called for the fervent justification of a crmnbling system. 

By the mid-nineteenth century the slave codes had been vorked 

out to re1n:force the social relationships established by the econom1c 

relationship of the slave regime. Everything seemeil geared to maintaining 

such relationships. This .systemœsslt occurred silllultaneously vith a 

high degree ot .functiona1 auton01!l1· of the 'partslt (Plantations) in 

the system. This calls for a modification of Gouldner 's theory v1iich 

argues tbat a high degree of functiona1 autOnoJll1is antithetica1 to 

the stabUity of the status guo. l What prond more important vas 

the 'interests' of those functioœl Itpartslt rather than the degree of 

the:lr autonOlll1 and interdependence.E.!!. 

The society at lazoge vas a plantation wri t large 

am the interests or the Planter Class vere evident. Further, domestic 

slavery caused an identity of interests among all the vh1tes to the 

extent that they approached the s1.ngleness of a class. Co1our became 

the badge of distinction and a11 classes of Wh1tes vere interested in 

maintaining that distinction. However poor and ignorant or miserab1e, he 

may be, he bas yet the conso1ing consciotlSness that thère is still 1011er 

condition to vh1ch he can naver be reduced.2 The poarest man in the 

1 
Alvin Gouldner, "Reciprooity and AutoDOlDJ in Functioœ11sm, ft in 

L. Gross, SymposiQ! 08 Sociological Thearx. 

2william Jenkins, .!œ. ill. 
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slave society felt an interest in the law vhich protected the rights 

~ property -for thoogh he bas none as yet, he has the purpose and 

hope to be rich before he dies and to lesve priperty to his chUdren.-

It is pertinent at this point to ask a nUllber ~ questions. 

Vas the Planter Class af'raid of Social Change? If' the slavery system 

tended to be a self-reiDf'orcing institution, how ws confl1ct generated 

vithin the system? Can the stœy of' the slavery system help us to 

UIlderstand Social Col'lf'lict and Social Change? 

One student def'ines Social Change as -a change in the 

institutionsl structure of a social system, especially a transformation 

or the core institutionsl order of a society such that w can speak of' 

a change in the type of Society.-l Most sociolog1sts, however, agreS\.: 

tbat it 18 very d:f1'ficult to locate the -Core institution" of a society. 

But this is sasy in the American slave society. In fact, -the wole 

Southern Civilisation which had 80 many distinctive features as a vay 

or l:f1'e vas so completely ident:f1'ied vith slavery as to make its very 

2 existence seem to depeDd upon the èef'ence of' that institution. 

In one of' his speeches, Calhoun reiterates: 

l feel myself' called upon ta spea\ !reely upon the 
subject (or Slavery) Ybare the honour and interests of 
those l represent are involved. • • Be assured that 
emancipation itself vould not sat1sf'y these fanatics: 
that gained, the œn step vould be to ra1se the 
negroes to a social aDd political equality vith the 
Whites--a reversaI of the races.3 

lnavid Lockwood, "Social Integration and System Integration, n in 
H. Demerath, System, Change and Conflict. 

2william JeDkins, .!m. ill., Preface. 

3J •C• Cathonn,~h on the Reception of Abolition Petitions, in 
E.L. McKitrick, Slavery Def'eDded; The Vievs of the Old South (New Jersey: 
Prentice Hall, 1963). 
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Soma àef'emders even qœnt1f1ed the econom1c centrality, 

ar importance, of the slave instit1Ition. Thoms Dew àefenàed slavery 

by pointing to the institutional àisraptions of arry emancipation. 

He writes in 8Jlglj1shl 

It 18 gravel,. recOlIIIDended to the state of Vil'gin1a to 
give 1lp a species of pl"opert,. which constitutes œarly 
a thirà of the wea1th of the whole state and almost a 
balf or that of lover Virg1n1a • • • It 18 the slave 
labour in Virginia which gives value to her soil and 
her habitatioIl8; take away th1s and you pull àovn the 
atlas that upholds the wole system. (He est:imated 
the value of Vil'giJdsn slaveiS at $100,000,000).1 

Accepting then that ·slavery gave the South a social system 

and a civilisation with a distinct class structure, political commtmity 

econom;y, ideology and a set of psychologiesl patterns:2 hovWlBconf'l1ct 

generated within the system? Vere there 'internal contradictions '?' 

We may v1ew the S01ll"C8S and the type or coDf'l1ct on tbree levels 

of sociologiea1 aœlrsis: 

1. The levelof groups 

2. The level of iIalœe and ideas 

3. The level of institutions. 3 

If ve fOC1lS on the conf'lict betveen V81'ious groups vithin the slave 

system ve may perhaps get a pict1ll"e of relative calm and arder. Elkins ' 

theory that the abso1ute repression deterred rebellion on the part or 

the slaves seeme plausible. One ex-slave has given a br1lliant analysis 

of' the psychology of repression that seems to substantiate Elkina r the ory • 

1r. Dew, Rerl.ev or the Debate in the Virginia Legislature or 1831 and 
f832J in Eric L. McKitrick, Slavery nefended: '!'he Views or the Cld South 

New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1963). 

~ene Genovese, .!m. ill., p. 3. 
3 
American Jom-na1 or Soclology, 1963. P.L. Van Den Berghe, Dia1ectic 

and FtmotioMl1 smj P.L. Van Den Berghe, Race aœ Rac1smz ,2E. cit"i, pp.136-147. 
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In 1855 Frederick Douglass, on the basis of his slavery eJq>e1'ience, 

postulates: 

Beat and cuf'f your slave, keep h1m h1mgry and sp1ritless, 
and he vill follow the chain of ~ mster l1ke a dog; 
but feed and clothe h1m well, work h1m moderately, 
snrronnd h:bn ld th physioal co.mf'ort, and dreams of 
freedom intrœe; give him a good master,and he w1shes to 
became his own master. l 

Th~s analysis Camlot be dismissed as a mere ItUncle Tom1st· 

statement, but rather a sociological aœlysis supported by varions 

analogies like that of the Nazi Concentration camps which alao succeeded 

in creating a snbm1ssive personal1ty. However, while there W&$' relative 

qn1escence on the group level, there were m'ln, contradictions on the 

institutional level wh1ch vere undendning the system. David Lockwood 

gives theoretical formulation to this situation: 

At any particttlar point of tilDe a society may have a high 
degree of' social integration (in the form of relative 
absence of group confl1cts) and a lov degree of system 
integration (in the· form of l1ttle contradictions betveen 
its main institutions).2 

The __ author goes on to outline a theory of confl1ct and change. He 

postalates: 

A source of conflict and possibly chaDge ie the lack of 
fit between the 8004ety 1s core institutional arder and its 
material stlbstruc.-ture • • • The conflict decisive for 
change is not the power confl1ct arisillg from the relation­
ships in the productive system, but the .system conf11cta 
arising fra,w the property institutions and the forces or 
production.;' 

~uoted from Kenneth stampp, ,ge. ~., p. 89. 

2navid Lockwooc1, ·System Integration and Social In;egration,· .!m. ~., 
3Ibid • 



This theary ma,. be e.pplled to the South where, owh1g to the 

dysf'unctions of slavery, the South vas nnable to develop the tecbno­

logical base and ~s thus UDable to compete effectively,,dth the more 

adva.ced North. Slavery in the long run contributed to the economic 

impoten~ of the South. Max Weber pointed to variotlS contradictions 

inherent in the America.n slave eeonœaics~ 

(1) The master cannet adjust the size of his labour in accordance 

vith business fluctuations, 

(2) Capital outlay 18 greater 8.lX1 risk1er for slave labour, 

(3) The domination of society by a planter chss incrasses the 

risk of political influence in the market, and 

(4) There 18 not much ploughing backc€ profits into 1nvestment, 
1 

only into slaves and laDd. 

In the lIprotestant Etbica Weber also notes that "The early history 

of the North American colonies 18 dClllinated by the sharp contrast of the 

adventtn"ers who wanted to set up plantations with the labotn" of indenturM 

servants and live as feudal lards 8lld the specifically midd1e-class oat­

look of the Puritans (1abœd vith the rational Capital1st ethiceO.·2 

Slavery encouraged the concentration of land and wealtb and narrowed the 

home market, deterred indtIStriallsation and urbanisation, and proved anti .. 

thetical to a geœral rise of edœation which vould allaw a better use 

of agricultural machiner,.; it retarded capital formation by prov1àiDg an 

ineff'icient labour supply and by preventing the rise of a large home IBrket. 

! 
See Eagene Qenovese, .!m • .!!!!., pp. 15-16. 

2 
Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (Parson's 

Translation), p. 173. 
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AlI the above factors helped to produce a situation which 

Genovese describes in the following way: 

The social system was breaking on imminent contradic­
tions and the econo~ was proving incapable of 
adapting itself to refoms while slavery existed ••• 
The South needed to develop its econo~ to keep pace 
wi th that of the free states, or the proud slaveholding 
class could no longer expect to retain hegemony. On 
the other band, successful reform meant the tne ot 
slavery and of the basif for the very power the planters 
wereiZ'ying to preserve. 

~ other studies have also shown such contradictions between 

slavery and the technological. base which prevented the South from 

effectively competing \Vith the North. 2 As Weber says, Capitalism nis a 

discipline of the survival of the fittest."3 Slavery prevented the 

South from being in the nfittest" shape. Genovese summarised his 

thesis thus: 

Faced with an inability to earn a decent living under 
conditions of deteriorattng soil and falling profits, 
the slaveholders had to stake everything on poli tical 
independence that could lead to the acquisition of 
virgin soils. Secession and the risk of tar were 
necessary to Show up a faltering econo~. 

A similar conclusion stemmed from one of the most recent 

studies otSlaverT Economics in the Caribbean areas. Lloyd Best has 

listed the major sOlll'ces of economic difficulties generating in 

the "Golden Age" of plantations and about which he writes: 

These results can be avoided only if the Plantation 
Economy faces the fact of over maturity and lack of 
competitiveness by replaciDg its basic structures and 

1 
Eugene Genovese, ..2:2. ill,., p. 8. 

2Ulrich BonneIl Phillips, ..2:2. m., p. 338; Ray Marshall, Industrialisation 
and Race Relations in the Southern U.S.A. in G. Hunter's Industrialisation 
and Race Relations; John E. Cairnes, The Slave Power, .,2E. ill. 

3 
Max Weber, Ell. oill., p. 55 

~ene Genovese, e.. ill .. , p.282. 
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institutions, thereby introducing more fieribility into 
the adjustment process. This implies a 'Poli tical 
Solution. t The ecanomic solution is largely ruled out 
by the fact that i t requires large cap! tal outlays to 
de-specialise, to transtâm technology, and to finance 
the cult urally entrenched taste for imports buil t

l 
uP 

in the Golden Age. But these were not available. 

Slavery thus proved dysfunctional far: the slave araas in the 

context of American 6apitalism. 

Justification of Angœ~erican Slsvery 

Faced with the "General Criais" l have just outlined, Southem 

intellecuals were absorbed in ma.king a defenae of slavery. The defenae 

of slavery was alw8Js anteceded by an attack or by the recognition of 

many of its contradictions. 

Between 1790 and 1820 pro-slavery theori~ was passive. 

The slave institution remained secarely entrenched vith few persons 

having the need to defend it. But the l820's witnessed the need for a 

more positive defense of slavery. Then daring the mid-nmeteenth century 

there arose a great systematic justification of slavery caused by the 

onslaught levied by the Abolitionists who recognised the confiict of 

values (the "American Dilemmafl ) and by the Reformists who saw the 

dysfunctions of chattel slavery. 

The Chw::ch developed its theory of slavery on principles 
of moral philosophy, the Scientist lllldertook to prove that 
inferiority was the natural condition of the Negro and the 
Poli tical Economist pict~ed the system as an important 
cog in the world economy. 

Ir,loyd Best, flOlltlines of a Model of PUre Plantation Econolll1, fi Social and 
Economic Studies, Vol. 17, No. " September, 1968. 

2william Jenkins 7 2l!.. Si., p. 105. 
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The old Metaphysical justification of slavery continued. 

Aristotle's ideas were revitalised by men like Calhoan. Similarly, 

"the scriptaral defense of slavery was prepared with exhaustive research 

and probably attained the most elaborate:.. and systematic statement of' 

1 any of the types of pro-slavery theory. H The Chw:ch' s pictare of 

slavery 1mS of the Biblical and Patriarchal type. This theoreticaJ. 

view of American slavery was expressed by a Bishop in the following way: 

We are fighting to protect and preserve a race who 
form a part 02 our household and stand wi th us nen to 
our children. 

A whole set of oonservative Sociological theories were alao 

constructed to defend the instituttim cf slavery. One type, the nMud-Sill" 

theory,' argued that, "In aIl social systems there must be a class to do 

the menial duties, to perfom tf!.e dra.dgery of life." Calhoun expressed 

a similar justification: 

!Bere has never yet been a wealthy and civilised society 
in which one portion of the comcnity did not, in fact, 
live on the labour of another.4 

A slight variation on this ldnd of theory ms that which sees 

slavery as the best method of aniting capital and labour; the interest of 

capital and labour were identical; and this union of labour and capital 

in the same bands, counteracts aIl those social, moral and materia.l and 

poli tical evils which arfiact the north and Western Europe. William Gregg 

·argued that whereas labour and capital were becoming antagonistic in 

lwilliam Jenkins, .sœ. m., p. 105. 

~ishop Stephen Eliott of Georgia. Quoted in William Jenkins, ~. m., 
p. 210. 

'Governor Hammond, Speech in the Senate, 4/'/1858, Congressional Glove. 

4J .C. Calhoun, Speech am the Reception of Abolition Petitions. 



61 

industrial centers, slavery united the interests of labour and capital 

in the person of the slave and thereby avoided the class struggle. 

The brains of Fitzhagh 1I8IIl also directed to this issu.e. In "CwbUs 

AlI II= he postulated that: 

As modern civilisation advances slavery becomes daily more 
necessar,y • • • it is impossible to place labour and capital 
in harmoniou.s relations except by means of slavery. Slavery 
and socialism are alike in their opposition to laisse-faire 
economics and they attem:;t to mold the society in terms of 
independent values. 

A third suv-type of th! conservative Sociological theories 

argued that the so-called "Free" societies have failed, that the South 

escapes revolutionary movements and thatslavery allows many advantages 

to the slaves. 

The third kind of ideological justification was the "King Cotton 

Theory," ..,hich showed how the iron necessity of world trade upheld 

slavery. Note this in one of Fitzhagh's speeches: 

England is dependent for the 7ery necessi ties of lire on 
the slaveho1ding states. If those states cut off commercial 
intercourse with her, as they cerlainly will do if she does 
not speedily cease interferenoe ri th slavery, she will be 
without food and clothing for her over-grow.n population. 

The fourth type of argument is of more interest to the present 

study for it points to one way in which the New Wor1d slavery system 

differed from tha t of the Greeks. The Ethno1ogica1 or "Scientific" 

ju.stification of slavery introduced a ne ... dimension into the issue. 

The Anatomist, the Ethnologist and Ethnographer worked out the scientific 

coanterpart to the Aristotelian phi1oso~ of slavery. "Ultimately the 

phi1osophy of the slaveholder becomes empirica1 in character.nl 

lwilliam Jenkins, .2l?. ill., p. 106. 
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There vas a vast a'ttempt to t1l3d a "Scient1tic. fomdation for 

slavery. By the information gathered t'rom the Natura1 Sciences they vere 

able "'0 show that slavery grev out of Nature 's vell-ordered plans. 

Jefferson aven thought that the research t:!.:ldings wald determ1ne the 

abolition issue. The notion ct negro racial iDferior1t,. vas cloakeà 

in the cautious, reasoned laJlgœge of science. 

One branch of th1s "Emp:1rical Bacial1san vas .ae socio-hiatorical. 

Historians argued tbat aven in ADcient FQpt the negroes vere held as 

1n!erior or that aven vi thout enslavement Afriea.ns vere incapable of 

creating a civilisation, 01" that, giwn their freedOll, tbe,. lapae into 

barbarisll as the santo DomiDgo and Hait1an eIBJlC1patioll al.leged1,. 1.nd1cated. 

The other and more :important branch reliec1 11pOD Phpiological data. 

Tbrough Comparative anatom;y certain dist1llCt futures in the ph7s1cal 

structure ct the Negro (Braills, nenes, co1our, blood, ~requ1rement8, 

etc.) which d1tfered trom those of the White races, provided SOJIIB of the 

whardestW evidenoe supportiDg negro inferiorlt7. The DegrO'S bra1n wu 

found to he much smaller than that of the Caucas:1an.1 
The follov1!Jg 

statement can be taken as a sample of the wscieDt1t1c ft stateJDentss 

The bra1n of an adalt negro never gets beyom tbat obser­
vable in the CaucasiaD in boybood. ADd bes1c1es ether sbgtt­
larities it bears a striking resemblance, in BeVera1 parti­
culars, to the brain of an OuraDi. 0utaDg.2 

Taking the comparison nen further, it vas af.firEd that the facial 

qle of the Caucasian wu 80°, that of the Begro 'Ir!', vhUe that of the 

Ouraltgr:--oat&Dg vas onl7 SSO. The,. .found, in other WONS, a correlat1b 

le.g• SUIII8l George Morton. 

2sawyer, p. 195, qtICtillg Louis Agassis. 



betlfeen slanting heads and inferior mentali ty • There appeqto have 

been a fanatioism to prove that there lfas a hierarChy of beings rising 

from the lowest Ourangs, to the highest Caucasians. Dr. Nottts "Types 

of Mankind" and. the york of hia associate, Dr. Bachman, developed this 

line of scientific investigation. Both defined species in terme of their 

capacity for successive reproduction. They claimed tbat mulattoes tended 

to die out q uickly and to be very bad-breeders and that intermarriages 

were less prolific than when crossed wi th a parent stock (1842). The 

inference they drew from these observations was that the raèes were 

not intended to mi.x and tbat a violation of the law would reduce the 

white race to inferiority. Gobineau "proved" that the mixing of 

"inferior blood" with that of the ruling class inevitably bastardises 

the "Great Race" and leadsto decadence. l 

Edward Long followed in this tradition.2 He was the "Scientific 

Philosopher" about which one scholar wrote: "He couched the most vicious 

falsehoods in the language of cautious inquiry."3 Typical of Long's 

statements are the following: He did not know of children bom to 

mulattoes, wi thout the "Lady" intriguing wi th a white man or a Negro; 

an omnipotent creator made a chain of being, a ft series and progression 

from a lump of dirt to a perfect man." Africans now were "a brutish, 

ignorant, idle, crafty, treacheroua, bloody, thievish, mistrustflll and 

supersti tioua people"; "The chimpanzee would covet negro women ~fom a 

natural impulse of desire, such as inclines one animal towaras another 

~obineaQ., Essay on the Inaquali ty of Races. 

~ward Long, History of Jamaica, London, 1114. 
3 
David Davis, Problem of Slavery in Western Culture, Cornell University, 

1966. 
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of the same species." "An Ourang Outang husband would be no dishonour 

to an Hottentot female." 

Edward Long and the other "Scientists" did not stop to consider 

that there could be some sacio10gical exp1anation of the 1011' fecundity 

of creoles. Such an exp1anation might inc1ude the frustration of the 

Creoles' desire for leadership which often generated a patho10gy of 

self-disrespect so deep that they rejected even sexua1 contact with 

1 
each other. Long failed further to point to the apparent inconsistency 

that although these creoles were "found" to be "inf'eriar" they enjoyed 

a much higher "position" to the negroes 1fi. thin the Jamaican society and 

elsewhere. 

Describing the general tendency towards Scientific RaCiSBl one 

author concludes: 

Hard Scientists rather than soft theorists built up 
elaborate classUications of the 'inborn t racial and 
cultural traits of the Nordics, Aryans, Semites, 
Teutons, Hottentots, Magyars and Negroes. With typical 
scientific thoroughness, one professor even recorded some 
5,000 measurements on a single skull ••• By the end of 
the century most respectable scientists, impressed as 
always with elaborate statistical tables carried to two 
to three decima1 places, were inclined to agree with this 
new orthodoxy. 2 

As to the effect of aIl this "scientism" of slavery, Handlin said: 

The weary search for precedent, the laborious interpre­
tation of texts, the accamulation of questionable facts 
persuaded only those who wished to believe. 3 

It is a1so true that it helped to firmly implant stereotypes of the negroes 

in the minds of men. 

lGordon Lewis, Growth of Modern West Indies, 1967. 

~igby Baltzell, The Protestant Establishment, p. 104. 

30scar Handlin, .$!,- ill., p.3l. 



One "scientist" recanting in his Autobiog.raphy years latar 

after his race theorising, writes: 

Difference of Race means far less ta me no .. than i tance 
did. Starting "ith the naive feeling that only my on. 
race is right, aIl other races are more or less "queer," 
1 gained insight a,nd sympathy until my hearl overleapt 
barri ers of race. FGr behind me in the di tch lies the 
Hardie ~, which had some fascination for me fort Y 
years aga.l 

AlI these many attempts ta base moral judgements on the em:pirica1 

world committed wbat G.E. Moore calls the "Naturalistic Fallacy."2 He 

regards it as fa1lacious to jump from an "ls" ta an "Ought," from the 

em.pirical world of facts te making moral prescriptions. This argument 

weighs against sucb justifications as the one that c1aimed that slavery 

has always existed and hence must be natural and right. But the 

continuance o~ prior eXistence of an institution does not make it 

right. Ethics is net grounded on science, though science may influence it. 

Imward A. Ross,"Seven Years of It," quoted in Baltzell's, The Protestant 
Establishment, ~. ill,., p. 275. 

2 G.E. Moore, Principia Ethica, 1903. 



PART TWO 

A SYSTEMATIC COMPARISON AND ANALYSIS OF THE TWO SLAVERY SYSl'EMS 



A TYPOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF VARIATION IN THE GBEEK AND AMERICAN SYSTE)Œ 

This chapter is concerned w:i. th the contrasting features of Grecian 

and American slavery systems. For the sake of analytical clarification, 

l will separate the main differences ander the following headings:­

(1) The differences in the lives of the slaves; 

(2) The differences in the lives of the non-slaves; 

(3) The differences for the total social systems. 

Difficalt as it is to determine the degree of hars~ness of a 

slavery system, most of the evidence available suggests that Grecian slaves 

had it far easier than American slaves. This study argues that the degree 

of institutionsl harshBass depends upon the interaction between tradition&! 

cul.tural factors and economic forces. Greek slaves had rights and privi-

leges goaranteed by the la1l's and conventions of the society. David Davis 

even posits the theory that it is a general phenomenon tbat the treatment 

of slaves from one 1 s om tri be was better than the treatment of the slaves 
1 . 

captured abroad. The American system had slaves wholl,y obtained !rom 

abroad. Marked off !rom the free popalation by racial and cultural 

differences and deprived of the hope of manumission, the slave found his 

life regimented in a highly organized system that was geared to mm m1lDl 

production for market econo~. 

We also find differiilg~~ attitudes to mantUDission, and alao 

differences in the amounts of slave mobility. Manumission was 'entirel,y 

discretional ri thin the American slavery system: i t depended entirely upon 

the goodwill of the planter. But vi thin the Greek system, Westermann 

~avid Davis, .2R,. ill., p. 47· 
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testif'ies that 

The lack in antiquity of a:ny deep abhorrence of 
slavery as a social and economic evil mal" be explained 
in part by the fact that a change in legal status out 
of enslavement into liberty, by the ~ of manamission 
.. as 'as constant and as easy in Greco-Roman life as the 
reverse transition over the passage !rom individual 
freedom of action into the constraints of non-r.reedom 
and the methods employed for making either transition 
were many.l 

This is in sharp contrast to the great horror at manumission 

wi thin the American system. Sucb. .. as the alam that Americans were even 

against their slaves working in the crafts. James Hammond expressed the 

popular fear: "Whenever a slave is made a mechanic he is more thaiL half­

freed and soon becomes the most corrupt and turbulent of his class."2 

Thirdly, the differing systems of control had differing effects 

upon the personali tie s of the slaves. In Greece i t appears tha t the 

slaves .. ere controlled' and regulated more by ";lOrsS" rather than by brute 

coercion. 3 In contrast to the "liberal" ordering of slaves, the American 

slaves were rigidly suppressed by a highly systematized and "totalitarian" 

set of controls. One study has convincingly argued that this system of 

absolute regimentation could not fail to alter the ps,chology of slaves 
-

in the direction of the "Sambo type."4 There is no evidence to suggest 

the e~stence of the Sambo-personali ty in ancient Greece; this seems to be 

the resul t of the semi-permanence of Greek slavery and to i ts more easy 

going nature. 

~Villiam Westennann, "Between Slavery and Freedom," American Historical 
Revin, .2E. .si. 

2 
Quoted in E. Genovese, ~. ~., p. 225. 

3Sparta is the exception in Greece. 

4stanley Elkins, ~. ill,. (Note that this theory is a source of continual 
debate.) 
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Table 3 

System Variables in Greek and American Slavery Systems 

Treatment of slaves 

Recruitment of slaves: 
slave-inpu.t s 

Control of slaves 

Manumission and 
slave mobility 

Anthority-stru.ctnre 

Psychology - syndrome 
of non-slaves 

"Who (wbat) governs 
the Gu.ardians" 

Systemness (degree 
of integration) 

Ju.stification 

As "part" of hou.sehold, with 
rights and privileges. 

Random, bu.t preponderance 
of female slaves. 

Nomative. 

Institu.tionalised and 
constant. 

Continu.ons or hierarchic. 

General insecnrity, unpre­
dictabili ty and pessimisme 

The Laws (n:Ehysics"), 
Noms (''Nomos"), and 
Empathy. 

High. Very few slave 
revolts, or moral 
dilemma. 

Metaphysical 

American 

Harsh treatment, espe­
cially on large plan­
tations. 

Non-random ("racisttt
) 

with male preponderance. 

Totalitarian control, 
and symbolic coercion. 

Discretional. Very 
little slave mobility. 

Dichot omo us , alODg 
caste-line. 

Confident and aggres­
sive, but prone to con­
spixacy views, sadi sm, 
frustration, and scapa­
goating. 

Economic interests, 
with cultural biases 
as secondary. 

Low. Initial inte­
gration tending t 0 

degenerate through 
structural contradic­
tions; moral dilemma; 
miscegénation and 
freed-negroes. 

"Scientific". 
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This study has also revealed that marked differences between the 

systems stammed from the freqllent warfare in ancient Greece which 'DS 

the recrtrl. tment source for Greek slavery. For this reason we find 

that Greek slavery was dissociated from colour. The recrllitment of 

slaves was random. From time to time an entire Greek city was 

"andropodised"--the poplllationsalectively killed or enslaved. In other 

words, their institution of slavery had no clearly defined slave race 

or caste. From this a anique psychology-syndrome operated. The freemen 

in Greece expressed constant dread of being overpowered and sold into 

slavery. This insecuri ty and pessimism was all-pervasive in Greek 

culture. Even the strongest were not exempt from this possibility that 

"the small ci ties become great and (that) human happiness moves in cycles 

and has no abiding stay." One can only speculate that the psychic costs 

of such insecuri ty must have been very high.. The effect on the personali ty 

mllSt be similar to that of living on the edge of a sleeping vol cano. 
l 

In contrast, the American slaves were recrllited by force and by 

purchase, mainly from Africa.2 We cau therefore say that in the American 

system col or and race were a cri ticsl feature, but .. e cannot say the same 

of Greek slavery. The nAmericans", too, did not sllffer the same syndrome 

of psychological strains like the Greeks. Instead, they were prone to 

"sexuality, jadiSll, frustration and scapegoating" and a constant ~ear of 

slave rebellions. The opposite face of this attitude was the idealization 

of the white woman who became a matter of " Proto-Dorian pride," though 

she sllÎfered mentally from the kno1'!ledge or sllSpicion that her male 

relatives "lower" themselves to the level of the black women slaves. 

lnClimatic Determinists" have pointed to the psychological effects of 
living near volcanoes or other frightening areas. 

~ere we~e also Irish "Indentured Labourera" but they found it easy 
to climb into the whi te-caste. 
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Let us now review the dif'ferences in the "total systems." The 

distribution of authority within Greek society tended to be "continuous" 

while that in America was "dichotomollS." In Greece the more fiuid 

social structure contributed to the hierarchical distribution of authority. 

But in America, once the necessity of a tlt'O category social order was 

perceived, many forces were mobilized to maintain the status- and authority-

gap between the categories and to restore it if some developmenttended 

to upset this pattern. To enforce this, they institutionalized a most 

elaborate system of etiquette. "In no other ancient society was the 

distinction between slave and freemen so Sharply drawn as in America."l 

This caste rigidi ty helps to accoc.nt for the concern expressed over the 

danger of slave revolts. 

Greece and America also differed in the extent of their 

2 "systemness. " There tended to be 8 "natural fit" between slavery and 

the sèmi-patriarchal society. In America, the system tended towards 

crisis and conflict, especially between "slavery" and technologie al 

developments. Slavery tended to retard the economic growth of the south 

and some scholars even claim that this contradiction became embodied in 

the Civil War. 3 

In Greece also there was no moral dilemma over slavery--there wax 

very little hysteria and fear in discussing it, compared to the moral 

horror in the American case. Greece had a more integrated value system, 

which helped to shape its particular fom of slavery. Even during the 

fifth century period of Enlightenment in Greece and the Sophistic criticism 

~vid Davis, ,2E. m., p. 46. 

2"Systemness" refera to a. set of eleœents in the FUnctional Analysis 
of a social system: consensus, int egrati on, restraint, reciprocity, 
persistence, etc. 

3 For example, see E. Genovese, The Jolitical Econosy of the Slave South, 
EE,. ,ill.. 
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of almost ail institutions, there was relatively little criticism of 

slavery itself. It did not occur to Plato and Aristotle to doubt that 

slavery was necessary to the good life in the Polis. So we can conclude 

that Greece had a higher level of both value consensus and institlltional 

compatibility. 

Lastly, the "Belief Systems" used to justify their institlltions 

differed markedly. Greece employed Metaphysical arguments. This 'las due 

to the fact that this was the prevailing type of explanation, and 

secondly, the institution was self-evidently right tothe Greeks. In 

America, however, metaphysical argument s became instlf'ficient to boleter 

op the practice as the strllctura1 and ideo10gica1 canflicts deve1oped. 

The "Americans" resorted to "scientific" justification. Commenting on 

this shift one scho1ar argues that: 

Dnly feVl human groups have deemed themse1ves superior 
because of the content of their gonads • • • In folklore, 
literature, and science, racie became embedded in the 
Vlestern we1tanschautmg ••• This is a reoord not even 
remote1y approached in eilher scope or comp1exity by any 
other cultural tradition. 

The Greeks saw differences in terms of culture rather than in teJ:mS of 

bio1ogy. 2 Whereas, the "Americans" set out to "prove" that blacks 'Nere 

natura11y inferior. By doing this, they commi tted the"faturalist Fal1acy" 

by trying to deduce moral prescriptions who11y from the empirical '1or1d. 3 

~iezore Van Den Berghe, Race and Racism: A Comparative Perspective, 
,2;2 • .Ë!., pp. 12-13. 

2Michae1 Banton, Race Relations, p. 12. 

3G•E• Moor~, Principia Ethica, ,iœ. m. 



THE CAUSAL SYSTE:MS OF GREEK AND AMERICAN SLAVERY 

Table 4 stl1DJII&rises the main causal factors that operated within 

the Greek and American systems. This chapter will e1abora'te On these 

factors. 

A. The Causal Sequence of Greek Slaverz 

lt would appesr that warfare in Greece had an immense impact 

upon the nature of Greek society, and upon slavery in parlicular. The 

c&asa1 network is pictured in Diagram l. The general direction of the 

arrolfs indicates that the vertical chain of iactors to the 19ft of the 

diagram exerted the ultimate causal effects (and, of course, iIJdependent 

variables are also "causa11y re1ated. n) .1 lt would appear that the 

preva1ence of warfare must have "ul timate" causal priori ty in the causal 

sequence. One stady observes that "the Greek city-state carried on wsr 

continuously; to contract 8 durable peace was regarded as a crime.n2 

Warfare affected the treatment of slaves in at 1east three ways: 

(1) Through its effects on the recruitment pattern, 

(2) Th:rough its effects on Grecian values, and 

(3) Through its effectsc.on Grecian ecanomic organization. 

First i ts effects on the recruitment pattern, and the ensuing 

psycho10gica1 syndrome. The constant warfare 1ed to the random recruitment 

of slaves. "llight" was "Right. n Any individual W8S susceptible to this 

possible rate of enslavement; this exc1uded the possibility of a discrimi-

natory necruitment drive in favour of 8 p&rticular "race." lt was 

Iauberl B1a1ock, "The Relative Importance of Variables," A.S.R., December, 
1961. ------

~ Weber, General Economic History (Nell' York:Co11ier Books, 1961), p. 105. 
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Diagram l 

Independent and Dependent Variables in the Greek Slavery System 
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Table 4 

Independent Variables in the Gœek and American Slavery Systems: 

SOCIAL UNn' 

ECONOMY 

ORIGIN OF 
SLAVERY 

VALUES 

AMERICAN 

"Oikos". Self-sufficient. Autonomous Plantàtion. 
Later: Polis - cODlllunal 
and ri th smaller family unit. 

Simple, self-sufficient Mono-cul ture econoJlll 
economy. Diverse handicrafts. based on cash crops. 
Cities predominant. Little urbanisation. 

Warfare 

"Anticapitalist" e.g. 
"Notbing in Excess," 
"Jealousy of the gods," 
Honour in preference to 
lfealth. 

Slave Trade: developed 
to facilitate exploitation 
of America •. 

"Capitalist" e.g. 
Aggressive indivicluali~, 
Maximum profit, 
Secularism. 
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discriminator,y not against a parlicular race but against a sex-the 

female sex. The majori ty of male slaves were ei ther slaughtered or 

... ere taken to work in the mines, while the .f'emale slaves ... ere "spared" 

to be the concubines and domestic servants of the captors. This preva-

lence of female slaves fostered the easier incorporation of these slaves 

within the household and also lessened the fear of slave revolts that 

is associated with a slave system nmnerically dominated by male slaves. 

Let Ils see the psychological effècts. This syndrome included the constant 

dread and fear of enslavement. The empathy that resulted contributed to 

the milder treatment of Greek slaves. G9uldner writes: 

The viability of these tradi tional status prerogatives 
was buttressed by the Greek capacity for empathizing: 
the Greeks could feel pit y because they could imagine 
themsel ves enslaved. l 

There is a striking passage in Adam Smith' s "Theory of ](oral Sentiments" 

which supports this interpretation by pointing to the uni versal sense 

of insecarity arising from the constitution and habits of the Grecian 

world. He wri tes: 

The smallness of the greater part of those rendered it 
to each of them no very improbàble event that it might 
fall into that very calamity which it had so frequently 
either inflicted or at leaat attempted to inflict, upon 
some of its neighboars. In this disord~rly state of 
things, the most perfect innocence, joined to the highest 
rank and the g:reatest public services, could give no 
security to any man ••• It was i,mppssible that a Grecian 
patriot should not familiarize his imagination vith aIl 
the different calamities to which he was sensitive his 
situation mnst frequently and constantly expose him. 2 

This unpredictability undoubtedly cantributed to empathy and the 

ensuing caution, moderation am nphilantropy" found in Greece. The 

1 Alvin Gouldner, .2E, • .ill,., p. 34. 

2Adam Smith, The Theoq of Moral Sentiments, ~ Edition, London, 
1~7, Jarl 7. 
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belief in the envy of the gods fostered a sense of order; it encouraged 

men at the top of the system to restraint in their relations wi th the 

rest, limiting the resentment they would provoke. This became 

insti tutionalized in Greek cul t1lJ:e: personal outrage st a slave in 

Athena was from early time an indictable offense; there were laws against 

out:œgeous insult to a slave. Added was the slave's customary right to 

asyl1lDl in the Theseum or at the altar of Eaerides, l and his admission 

to certain religious gatherings and public safrifices. 

The prevalence of warfare not only affected the recruitment of 

slaves but also the value-system of the Greeks. One of the most important 

pronouncements of the Priests of the Delphic Appolo runs throughout the 

gamut of Greek life and expresses one of the most cheri shed Greek values: 

"Nothing too lluch," or "Nothing in Excess." This recurs over and over 

in Greek literature.2 The "Illiad" and the "Od,ysseus" of Homer give the 

best account of the traditional values which were associated with the 

early and pure form of Patriarchal slavery. Warfare produced this value. 

Their "Warrior Culture" emphasized above aIl, prowess and honour.3 Life 

itself may not stand in the way of honour. This heroic code was complete 

and unambiguous, so much so, that neither the poet nor his characters had 

the occasion to debate it. 

The all-pervasive pessimism one finds in Greek culture ns anti-

thetical to Capitalistic organization. Despite the economic changes 

mentioned elsewhere, we find that Greece of the firth century continued to 

lSir Ernest Barker, Greek Political Theog, ,g;e. Si., pp. 29-30. 

2.rb.is idea formed the basis of their conception of Justice. Pythagoros 
expresses it thus: "Justice is a square number," or "The SUfi will not vacste 
its place or the handmaid of Justice will find out." 

~BeB Finley, The World of Odysseus,,g;e. m., p. 124. 
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have a culture detrimental to "Capitalism." Fame and individual honour 

were still the core values. Fame is to be brought by individual efforls­

not through inheri tance. The deep pessimism continl1ed. Gol1ldner puts 

it thus: 

They b~lieve that the human lot is vulnerable to 
sudden and smashing disaBter, and that the more success­
ful a man, the more certain his destruction. Man should 
control and limit his hopes and his ambitions lest the 
Gods regard him as guilty.l 

More general was the belief that 8uess in any one direction-

bl1t peculiarly an excess of success--will provoke the Gods to env.y and 

that they will first strike down those who are highest. The following 

Grecian statements express this notion of "Jealousy of the HeavenS'; 

"Any greatness in haman life brings doom" (Gol1ldner attributes this to 

Isocrates). "God suffers no man to boast except himself" (Herodotus, 

VII, 10, 5). "He strikes the tallest trees, the highest palaces 

(Herodotus, VII, 10, 4) and gives a man or a state or a race a taste of 

pro:pperity, then dames the clIp !rom their lips or passes it to another." 

"The small ci ties become great and the great ci ties small, and the human 

happiness moves in cJcles and has no biding stay (Herodotus, l, 5). 

This Content Analysis of Greek ctù.tural foms suggests unambiguously that 

Capitalistic trends were stifled by cultural practices. They emphasized 

competition, 2 and success lilœ niBeteen centIU'Y Americans, bl1t their 

societal goals _ere not geared around maximWll profits, but &.round honour, 

610&" friendship and nEndaiwoni.a" (happiness). If wealth clashed with 

these, wealth wol1ld be sacrificed for it .as regarded as essentia!ly seconda;y. 

Noting this emphasis on competition, Finley writes: 

lAlvin Gouldner, ,2E. m., p. 49. 

2Ibid., pp. 48-50,. characterizes this syiltem as a "Contest-Culture." 
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It is the nature of honollr that it must be exclusive 
or at least hierarchic. When everyone attains equal 
honollr, then there is no honollr for anyone. Of 
necessi ty, therefore, the world of Od7sseus was 
fierce17 competitive • • • Nothing defines the quality 
of Greek cultu:re more neatly than the way in which 
the idea of competition was e%tended from physical 
pl101ress to the realm of the intellect. 1 

Farther, their pervading pessimism was opposed to economic investment 

and enterprise. Having the effects of warfare in mind, Seebohm argued 

that: 

Yen hesi tate to SOlt' when the harvest is to be re~ped 
bl' the enemies. The flocks and hards of the pastoral 
tribes could be driven for safety into the mountain 
strongholds; yet aven they were liable to frequest 
10sse8.2 

Willetts' study reached a similar conclusion: 

The incessant warfare, the sèizure and subjection 
of the weaker by the more powerful states, piracy and 
the mercenary service all alike mili tated against 
dramatic economic reforms.~ 

Weber deserves to be qt10ted here at length for his recognit ion of 

this general argument: 

On scrutinizing the slave property of antiquity, one 
observes that slaves of the most diverse types were 
intermingled to such a degree that a modern shop 
industry could produce nothing by their tlse • • • 
In antiquity the omer of men was compelled to acquire 
the most diverse sorts of hand workers in order to 
distribute his risks. The final resul t however .as 
that the possession of slaves militated against the 
establishment of large scale industry • • • Slavery 
in antiquity prevented the davelopment of a factory­
type of establishment. Slaves were especially subject 
to vicissitudes and exposed to risk. Slaves could 
ran away, especially in time of war and did so wi th 
especial frequency at time of military msfortune. 
When Athens collapsed into the Pelopenesian War, the 4 
whole slave capital utilized in industry became a loss. 

~osès Finley, World of Odysseus, ~. ill., pp. l~l-l~~. 
2Hagh Seebohm, On the Structllre of Greek Tribal Society, ~ • .5!:i., p.84. 

~R.F. Willetts, The Aristocratie Society in Ancient Crete, ~.~., p.25~. 

4xax Weber, ~eral Economic History,~. ill,., p. 1~8. 
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Some economic changes did occur involving an overseas orientation 

of the Greeks, b1l.t these people remained uncommercial: 

Greek commerce, like Greek politicB was a1ways Il.pon 
a amall, individll.8l and centrifagal sca1e. Vast 
organizations, trll.sts and combines were beyond the 
tho1l.ght of the Greek merchant • e • The politica1 
instinct which boi1ds 1l.p a1ike a great bll.siness and a 
great state was missing.1 

We can also dedll.ce this traditiona1 Greek emphasis on sma11 enterprises 

from Plato's comparison of owners of fifty slaves, or more, with tltyraIii;aen2 

How materialistic were the Greeks? What were the effects of warfare 

on their orientation to materia1 things? The Greeks stressed a rationality 

of a differentfo~ to Americans: 

Rationa1i ty means a readiness to depart from tradi­
tiona11y received foms ••• bll.t there lias a dis­
tinctive e1ement in Athenian rationality which sets 
it off from the minds of rationality dominant in the 
modern wor1d. 3 

The Greeks had a "total commitment rationality." They aeem re1at1vely 

iree of sentimental attachment to their property, homes, furnishings and 

even land. !he Athenians abandoned their properties at the very 

beginning of a war, and long before their city was in definite disaster. 

Associ?ted, a1so, .. as the contemptuo1l.S attitude towards techno10gy and 

toward economic activities more generally. Tà.ke the bellefs aboll.t "labour." 

In Sparta these bellefs took the most extreme forme The 1aw forbade the 

Spartiate to descend to any paying occ1l.pation. This refiects their be1lef 

that the passion for gain prevents th. Spartiate from cultivating his mind. 

The artist or scholar preserves his dignity only if he ref1l.Ses the paye 

~urice Ho.tton, The Greek Point of View (Toronto: Mllsson Book Co., Lt~, 
pp. 107-198. 

2 
The word "tyrant" or "despot" carried derogator,y connotations for the 

Greeks who saw this as foreign to Polis-1ife. 

~A1vin Gouldner, .2ll. ill,., p. 65. 
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In the other city-states this rule 1mS not BO vigorously upheld. 

But being for the most part their own emp10yers, they did not war:k to 

excess or 10se themse1ves in their work. Work was part of a full and 

harmomous 1ife, bllt it could not be so if it were pursued in excess. 

The Greeks were only attached to their embodied p!"son and to 

their image of it: to health, to beauty and to youth. 

It is an aspiration for and achievement of persona1 
repute that SllstainS them rather than the attachments 
to the wor1d of inanimate objects.1 

Âs a result it became as honourab1e to give as to receive. One measa.re 

of man' s worth 1I'8S how mllch he can gi ve away in treaBurs. There fiS the 

de1icate distinction between honourab1e acquisition and a trader's gain. 

This differs from the modern emphasis on materia1 acquisition. For them, 

beL.'"lg rich invo1ves clÙtaral1y defined dllties 1ike bearing the costs of 

re1igiollS ceremonies, processions, p~s and sacrifices. 

So far "e have stressed the primacy of "arfare in mo1ding the values, 

fostering pessimism and empathy anà exerting effects llpon the deve10pment 

of comp1ex economic organizations. Now that we2.have e1aborated on the 

p):ace of va1lles in Greek society, we can now continue through the causal 

sequence on Diagrgm 1. 

The effects of the persistence of an "HollSeho1d econoJl1" on the 

lives of the slaves can be read from the bottom horizontal line of Diagram 1. 

This simple fom of economic organization meant a smal1 demand for slave 

labour which in tum a110wed for the constant mobi1ity of slaves. Other 

factors contributed to this pattern of mobility, like the existence of a 

c1ass of "pay-bringers" owing to the semi-urbanity of Polis life, and the 

cultural provisions for slave mobi1ity. From this pattern of mobi1ity 

1 Alvin Gouldner, ,2I. m., p. 69. 
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fo110 .. s the more hierarchica1 distribution of authority and a consequentia1 

high slave acquiescence to the system, and a1so a high moral consensus 

about slavery per.!!!. The variab1eà depicted in the Diagram converge on a 

"mi1d treatment" of the slaves. This "patemal" treatment of the slaves 

had implications for the slave-persona1i ty= fhere is no evidence at a11 

of an "infantile" slave persona1i ty. It also contributed to a 

Metaphysical rationalization of slavery since the whole system appeared to 

bene fit a11, and hence appeared to be divinely sanctioned. 

Let us e1aborate on the notion that the Greeks both had, and 

believed in, a more gradient authority distribution rather than a dicho­

tomous social structure. 

This may be seen in their conception of "Freedom and the Slave." 

Their conception of Freedom .. as hierarchic. To the Greek mind, Freedom 

-.as not a unit but something di visible. They used four criteria of 

liberty that distinguished the free from the enslaved. These four e1ements 

are expressed by the Priests of the De1phian Apollo in the terms of the 

Manumission: 

(1) To be one's own master, 

(2) To he protected against selzure (except by due procElss of la,,), 

(3) To have freedom of action, 

(4) To have freedom of movement. 

A freedman might be in possession of any one of any ta, but legal 

recognition Is the nece;:;sary component of complete freedom. The Greek 

society was one in which a man could be part free and part slave. For 

examp1e, slaves "living apart" enjoyed much f'reedom; &lso the slave 

policemen at Athens, enjoyed much authority and freedom. The De1phic 
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Manumission deeds stlldied by Westermann show that slavery 1I'8.S not 

separate fram f.reedom by a sharp dividing line. l 

Ingram expresses this same phenomenon: 

By manumission the Athenian slave became in relation 
to the state a metic, and in relation to his master, 
a client. He was thlls in an intermediary condition 
between slavery and complete freedom. He ~t be 
redllced to slavery if he violates his rights. 2 

Dahrendorf's theor,.3 tbat "Allthority" rather than "property" is the 

hasis for stratification in a society is sllpported by the data presented 

so far. But the other notion of Dabrendorf abollt the "dichotomous" nature 

of "Authority" seems to be refuted by Greece, .. .ilere there was the 

tendency for a "continuollS" fiow of "Allthority." This is refiected also 

in the corresponding lack of a conspiracy view of their society which would 

have been seen in a constant fear of slave revolts. 

lwilliam Westermann, "Slavery and the Elements of Freedom in Ancient 
Greece," in Moses Finley' s Slavery in Classical Antiquity, ~. ill. 

2J .K. Ingram, History of Slavery, .2:e.,ill., p. 28. 

3 Ralph Dahrendorf, Class and Class Conflict in Industrial Society, 
Stanford University Press, 1959. 
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B. The Causal Sequence of American Savery 

In Chapter 3, under the heading of "From Serf to Slave,· certain 

of the causal factors .. ere briefly discussed. Diagram 2 gives a stDD11Ja.r7 

account of this causal network. This will be briefly out1ined am then 

discussed. Of particular re1evance for our discussion will be the 

thesis of Stanley Elkjns. 

starting from the top 1eft band corner of Diagram 2 .. e find t .. o 

sets of factors that contributed to the autonomous p1antocraciea. First, 

there 1I'ere the Religious factors: the inner discipline of Protestantisa 

("the Protestant Ethic") and the organizationa1 method of Protestantism. 

In 1835 Tocqueville onserved that: 

There -.as no other country where the Christian religion 
retains a greater influence over the souls of men than 
in America.1 

The other set of factors referred to a8 "Tocquevi11ian factorsa denotes 

"the peculiar and accidenta1 situation which Providence has placed 

the American." Under this Tocqueville inc1udes: "the absence of SZJY great 

-.ars due to the absence of neighbours, the absence of any great Capital 

city; the diverse social origin of sett1ers; unlimi ted land and resouxces; 

the desire for riches and expansion which kept the people on the move, and 

a commercial passion.n2 These factors contributed to the establishment 

of the "Plantation" as the normal unit of production. 

If .. e follo. the diagram directly across .. e see that the resal ting 

IlOnoculture and the aggressive confidence of the planter directly contributed 

to the "chatte1" treatment of the slave. If we fo11ow the vertical causal 

sequence of the 1eft corner of the diagram dom.ards we see that a ... ho1e 

lA. Tocqueville, Democracy in America. 

;bid. 
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set of "Capitalist values" resulted from the religiollS and ecanomic 

situation of the United States. These values contribu.ted to the harsh. 

treatment of the slaves through the rigid system of control that resu.lted, 

the rise of larger and more bureau.cratic plantations, the sœll amou.nt of 

slave mobility and the "Psychology syndrome" operating on the planter class 

and on the poor whites. The trade in "Black Slave Cargo" also developed 

as a resu.lt of these values and this gained impetu.s with the development 

of technology (pictured here as eoming from wi thou.t the system). The 

development of slavery lad to a easte-like social structure which meant 

that the black slaves more and more gained chattel statu.s while the white 

"indentured" workers moved into the white u.pper caste. The harsh treat­

ment of Amencan slaves seems to have af'feeted the slaves' personality, 

and this i"ll tum contribllted to a "Scientific" ju.stification of the system 

aimed to "prove" that the "infantile" behavior of the slave .. as so ma:rked 

that it could be "proven" that they were naturally inferior. The tendency 

towards conflict within the system has been termed ~low system integration"; 

this also con:~ribu.ted to the need for a "scientific" fom of ju.stification, 

this being the only type of explanation that cou.ld prop u.p the system as 

it was attacked. 

An Assessment of Elkins 1 Theo*" 

This causal network will now be elaborated by u.sing Elkins' "Slaver," 

as our starting point. 

"Vu.lgar marxists" explain American slavery solely in tems of 

eeonomic exploitation. Eric Williams may be eited: 



• • • Here then ls the or1gin of œgro slavery. The 
rea80n vas econem1c, not rac1al.. It had to do DOt vith 
the coloar of the labourer, but the cheapness or the 
labot11'. As caapared v.l.th the Indian and white labourer, 
lfegro slavery vas em1nently superior • • • The taatures 
or the DIaIl, bis hair, colom" aDd den'tr1t1ce, bis 811bhœaan 
quallties were mere reatloœUsations to jut1fy a simple 
economic tact; that the colonists needed labom"ers 
because lt vas cheapest and best. That vas DOt a theo17, 
it vas a pract1cal conclusion deducteà troa the persoaal. 
experlence of the planter.l 

Another authar argued that: 

Tobacco required labour vh1ch vas cheap but not temporary, 
mobUe b1It net independerIt, and tireless rather than skUled. 2 

Racist ideology then becomes s1mplyan epiphencDe!1On.3 

But granted that slavery vas above aU aIse an 8Induattial 
4 

System,· vhy vas ita intenslty d1ffer6llt in ditferent areas? Vulgar 

Marx1sm faUs to ~swer this question. Elkins' theory is an :immense 

a.nance in this rèspect 1 

BNothing,B he said, "was iDherent sven, in the fact of' 
Negro slavery, vh1ch sould campel lt to take the fom 
that it took in America.w ; 

He does not t.hink that Marrlan REconœdc DeterminiSll' axplains important 

differences ~th1n bas1cally Capiial1st soc1et1esl 

This idea cannot tell us Il11ch about the d1.fferences 
between two societ1es both Capitalist, but in one of' 
vhich the Wmeus of productionw have c:haDgeà into 
Capltalistic ones am in the other of wh1ch the Bmeans 
of productionw wera never ~ but Capitallstic am 
in which no other torces were present to resist their 
development •. 6 

lEr1c Williams, Capitalism 8Jlà Slave17, 1m. S!., pp. 10-20. 

2winthrop Jordon, Whlte Over Black, University of North Carol1œ Press, 
1968, p. 72. 

3011ver Cromwell, Race, Cla8s am Caste (Garden City, Jl.~.1 Doubleday,1948). 

'a.J. Nieboer, Slavery as an IDdUBti1l1al Slstell, The Hague, 1910. 

5stanley ElkiIlS, Slavery, .sœ. ill., p. 38. 

6Ibid., p. 43, footnote 23. 
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Elkins stressed the ttnynamics of Unopposed Capitalism." American slavery 

fiS distinctive because it occurred in the context of "unmi tigated 

Capitalism." "This led to unmitigated slavery." There were no indepèndent 

centres of countervailing power wi thin the Anglo-American areas-no 

!Dsti tutional checks on th e Capi talist exploitation, whether i t be Church 

or Cl7own. Elkins added that: 

Virginia had proven s uniquely appropriate theatre for 
the acting out of this narrower, èssentially modern ideal 
of economic saccess: land in the early days was pIentiful 
and cheap; a ready market for tobacco erlsted. And even l 
the smll yeoman could prosper if he created a plantation. 

Within very broad outlines Elkins' theory is acceptable. David 

Davis wri tes: 

No doubt a harsh form of chatt el slavery Ra IJOft likely 
ta appear in expansive fiuid societies such as the 
United States • • • .2 

Slavery ns more appropriate to an open commercial society 
which valued the perpetui ty and easy transferabili ty of 
relationships, then to a feudal society, with its limits 
of place and tenure.3 

But how complete is Elkjns' theory? Has he 19ft out important variables? 

No explanation of American slavery is complete wi thout emphasis 

on the traditional biases about "Blacks. ft O!:.e author explAins: 

For ressons that can perhaps never be fu.lly explained, i t 
was the African' s colour of skin that became bis defining 
characteristic, and arollSed the deepest response in 
Europeans • • • To the Spanish, Portugu.ese, French and 
English, the word "black" carried connotations of gloom, 
evil, baseness, wretchedness and misfortune.4 

A more recent survey concludes that: 

lltanley Elkins, ,2P.. ill., p. 44. 

2David Davis, Problem of Slavery in Western Culture, ,2P.. m., p. 30. 

3 
~., p. 46. 

4nid., p. 41. 
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From the firet Englishmen tended to set negroes over 
against themselves, to stress wbat they conceived to be 
radically contrasting qualities of colour, religion and 
style of tife, as weIl as anima,lity and a peculiarity 
potent sexuality ••• Nor does it appear, in the light 
of attitudes which developed during their first no 
centuries in America, that they left behind a11 the 
impressions initially gathered ~f the Negro beforà he 
became pre-eminently the slave. 

So contrary to the conclusions of Eric Williams, many of these beliefs 

pre-dates slavery. Many other ni ters have noticed ho. the moral and 

esthetic "power of blackness" became all-pervasive.2 This bias long 

preceeded Capi talism. Capi talism proceeded llpon the already made system 

of "mobilised bias" operating against neg;roes and which gajned increased 

defini tion and oomentum as the economic necessi ty demanded i t. 

The second factor neglected by El kins is Nationalism. It seems 

that peoples of Anglo-Saxon origin had a strong conception of nationalism 

which operated constantly to keep the negroes as permanent outsiders. 

From the beginning, the EngliSh regarded themselves as the "chosèn people" 

like the Israelites. Handlin saw this as developing even further on the 

American soil: 

The immigrants longed in the strangeness for the compan.y 
of familiar men and singled out to be welcomed those who 
were oost like themsel ves • • • They began considering 
themselves a people, different from Europeans, new men, 
distinct products of the New World environment • • • 
Subjection to the conditions of the new environm.ent had 
molded them from JDaDY into one and had gi ven them all a 
new, distinctive culture. 3 

By the Revolutionary era, many non-English peoples in the American colonies 

had lost much of their cultuxal distinctiveness to tœ voraciollS dominance 

lwinthrop Jordon, .22. ill., p. 48. 

2 
Harry Levin, The Power of Blackness (New York: Knopf, 1961); P.J. Heather, 

Colour Symbolic1sm, 1943. 

30scar Handlin, Race and Nationality in American Life, .2li. m., p. 23. 



90 

of Eng1ish language, customs, and institutions and their original 

genetio character ta Eng1iSh numer.ical super.iority.1 It is no wanderi 

then, that Cotton Mather to1d the llassachussets Governor and the 

:;'~mera1 Com in 1700, nIt is no little b1essing of God, that we are a 

pa~ of the English na.tion."2 It was this feeling in p8..-~ whioh fostered 

the horrer at misceg@Il3tion. Many ".Americans" acting on the basis of this 

nationalistio princip1e, advocated a programme of positive Eagenics in 

arder ta preserve their "Americanismn against the possible pollution 

through immigration. 

Immigrant b100d liaS s10.ly polluting the purer 
American b100d. 3 

Blacks were not seen as part of the nAmerican people." Hany whites even 

wanted to exc1ude them a1together from the "American soi1." Barzun has 

exp1ained this white-in-group feeling in psycho10gica1 terms: 

Since 1850, .hen indl1Strialization r,roke tradi tional 
bonds and detached man frœ his native soil without 
affording him new 10yalties, the idea of race has been 
put fonard as a princip1e of political and emotiona.1 
union • • • It satisfies the starved sense of Kingship 
and it promises a vast supernatura1 community.4 

Elkins a1so ignored certain demographic factors which certainly 

he1ped to fashion American slavery. He did not stress the importance of 

the numbers of slaves which is certainly crucial. It is c1ear that one 

variable which helped to determine the pattern of race relations during 

slavery was th e fear of slave revol ts. The &.mou.s 1awyer, Daniel Du.l.aDy 

of Maryland, exp1ained: 

In proportion of the jealou.sy entertained of them (the 
slaves), or as they are considered to be fomidab1e, 

lwinthrop Jordon, .2E,. ill., p. 338. 

2Ibid., p. 46. 

3Edward Ross, The 01d Wor1d in the New, 1914. 

4Jacques Barzun, Race: A stwly in Superstition, Harper Torchbooks, 
H&rper and Row Publishers, 1931. 
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the rigours and severities to which they are exposed 
seem to tise, and the power of the magistrate or of 
the master, is more easi1y admitted.1 

Jordon interprets this fear by arguing that: 

The~ectre of negro rebellion preaented an appa11ing 
world tumed upside down, a crazy nonsense world of 
black over white, an anti-community which was the 
direct negation of the community as white men knew 2 
it ••• Abhorrence of Negro rule united all white men. 

The sense of insecuri ty was heightened as a resul t of the nmnerical 

preponderance of male slâves. As a resul t there arose a concern and a 

àread of negro male masculinity. The co1onists became parlicularly interes-

ted in physical attributes. They becam.e overtly concemed wi th negro 

sexuality: 

White men anx:i.ous over their own sexual inadequacy 
were tou.ched by a racking feu and jealousy. 3 

During . .many scares of slave conspiracies reports circulated that negroes 

had p10tted killing aIl white persons except the young .omen, whom they 

"int·ended to reserve for themselves." This fear RS reinforced by tne 

stereotypes of negro men as virile, promiscuous, lusty and the belief that 

negro men lusted after white women. There is evidence to suggest that 

American slavery .as harsh ps..-tly because of the high proportion of negro 

males. "Feminine" negro women were treated better: they could be inte-

grated in the household without posing any threat to white male dominance. 

John Hammond wrote in a 1656 tract defending the TOQacco colOnies, that 

-omen servants were not put to work in the fields but in domestic emp1oy-

ments, HYet some wenches that are nasty and beastly and not fit to be 

so employed are pat into the ground. ,,4 

lwinthrop Jordon, ,2E. m., p. 105. 

2Ibid., p. 114. 

3Ibid., p. 152. 

4Quoted in Jordon, .9.E,. ill., p. 77. 
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The next addition to Elkjns' theory stems t'rom the Weberian 

theory of Religion and Capitalism. In his analysis of the "Dynamics of 

Unopposed Capi talism," Elkins posi ts the theory that the lack of an 

ecclesiastical center of independent power contribated to "Unmitigated 

Capitalism." An elaboration of tbis point is needed for Elkins focases 

aùy on the institational level and neglected the psychological dynamics 

of religion as it affects the invidivual's will to achieve or bis 

1 IfAchievement Drive." 

Much of what Weber posits in his stady of the "Protestant 

Ethic • • ." is pertinent at this point.
2 

His basic research goal took 

the form of a qaestion: "What are the psychological conditions which 

make possible the development of Capitalist civilisation?" 

Weber defines Capitalism as a rationalistic and systematic 

pursait of profits. He accepts that there are "dif,'ferent degrees" o:f 

rationality in Capitalism,3 snch that we can detect two types of 

Capitalism: 

1. Adventure Capttalism, having a lower degree of rational 

organisation bat a high acqaisitive drive. He observes that 

If even the organisation of tmfree labour reached a considerable 

degree of rationality.n4 

2. Bureaacratic Capitalism, "resting on the organisation of legally 

free wage-earners, for the purpose of pecuniary profit, by the 

omer ~f capital or his agents and setting its stamp on 

~cClelland, The Achieving Society; Hagen, On The Theory of Social Change, 
Homewood: Dorsey Press, 1962. 

2Jlax Weber, E.:e. ill. (Farson • s translation). 

3rbid., p. 19. 

4nid., p. 20. 
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In explain;ng the rise of this second type, Weber did not 

focus on the institutional level. He noticed that "there is a kind 

of natural iDaptness in the Popish religion to business whereas, on 

the contrary', among the Reformed the greater their zeal the greater 

thetr inclination to trade and indastry, as holding idleness unlawfol.n2 

The important idea relevant here is the clue that there is something 

inherent in the religions relevant to Capitalistic organisation. He 

explicitly formu.lated this theory in this wa.y: 

Protestants (of aIl classes) have shown a special 
tendency to develop economic rationalism which cannot 
be observed to the same enent among Catholics. Thus 
the principal explanaiiion of this difference mu.st-.:,be 
sought in the pe:rm&nent intrinsic character of their 
reli ous beliefs and not onl in their tem 0 

enernal historico-political situations. 3 my empbasis). 

Throughout his study Weber stresses this "inner relationship" 

between religion and the rational acquisitive spirit, (Elkins neglects 

this factor), and "the purely, religions characteristics." 

His thesis is that "The Spirit of Capitalism had to fight its 

way to supremacy against a mole world of hostile forces, .. 4 • • • , 

and that "the main opposing force to the nspirit" was tradition.n5 The 

other part of the theory argues that the "Protestant ascetism created 

the force which was alone decisive for its effectiveness: the psyCholo-

gical sanction of it through the conception ofthis labour as a calling,. 

as the best, or the only means of atta;n;ng certainty of grace. n6 

\ax Weber, .2P.. ill,., p. 1. 
2nid., p. 6. 

3Ibid., p. 40 

4rbid., p. 56. 

~bid., p. 57. 
6Ibid., p. 178. 



94 

In tact, the British New World culture did put a high premium 

on personal achievement and there they transfomed this career concept 

from i ts earlier cbivalric tom into one of economic fulfilment. There 

i s thus some evidence to suggest that the Protestant religion contri-

buted to that brand of Anglo-American slavery. As Weber puts it: it 

played a part in nunchaining the economic interest." John Salfin and 

others have llSed the puritan theory of election. In bis reply to the 

attack of Seweil, Saffin arga.ed that : "God hath set different Orders 

and Decrees of men ili tlE world, both in Church and CODDllon Weal • • • 

God hath ordained different degrees and Omers of men. nl 

The Puritans actually modelled their institutions as prototypes 

of the old Hebrew society, and the Law of MOses, with ultimate divine 

sanction, was their standard. There were orders and grades in God' s 

Kingdom, so there shoald be distinctions in the wor14J.J. The Negro accord-

2 
ing to Puritan theory was a heri1;ege of Godls elect. Cotton Vather 

epitomised tbis:phenomena .hen he wrote in his diary of 1706 that he 

regarded;:'t}1!t(,g1ft ot a sJ.àve te him a singalar blessing and "a might7 

smile of heaven upon his family."' Puritan ideas thus penetrated their 

thoughts and atfected their actions: it fostered the acquisitive irive. 

A recent study agrees that the British organised their colonies as commercial 

companies, whose shareholdeers expected good profits on their investment and 

that this contrasted sharp17 wi th the practices in Catholic areas.4 

1 . i 
Quoted from William Jenkins, Pro-Slavery Thought in the Old South, .e;e,. m., 

p. 4. 
~bid., p. 6. 

~.B.O. Peabody, Lite of Cotton 1iather. 

4Cahman,"The Mediterranean and Caribbean Regions," Social Forces, 
Vol. XXIII, Nos. 1-4, Oct. 194, - ~,1944. . 



CHAPTER 6 

CONCLUSIOE 

Research Goals AccomplisMd 

In orcier ta examine the claim tbat Greek am .Ameriean slavery 

vere similar, it vas necessary to analyse both systema in depth. We 

.1aim some origiDàJ.ity in the treatment of Greek slavery. Prev10us 

ad hoc sttx1ies deal.t vith Greek slavery in partial or total isolation 

f'rœn the other aspects of' Greek. society. Hovever this stmy bas show 

hov Greek societyaff'ected slavery am vice-versa. Likew1se a ·holistic· 

approach ws used to interpret and o.ztdèr the data on America. Ve have 

descri~d the social structtn"es in which slavery occurred and the 

reciprocal interaction between structure and slavery. PriJœ cons1:deration 

vas given to describing the social relationships am the ideas found in 

each system. The many variables in each system vere loaked at one by 

one, then their place in the causal network vas specitied. But being 

a socio-hiBtorical and descriptive stuày, it vas impossible to show the 

relationships betveen these variables vith any mathematical precision. 

However, by the use of' the available descriptive studies, etc., it vas 

possible to show the direction of these causal processes aDd the ways 

in which the variables vere interrelated. 

The chief conclusion of this stady 1s the discovery that both 

systems of slavery dif'fered in so many ways tbat they f'OrII two contrast1ng 

"types" or slavery systems--one Paternal and the other Capital1st. They 

dif'fered on DOst of' the relevant dimensions discussed: the or1gin am 
development or slavery, the treatment of' slaves, the justification of' 

slavery and the causes of' these d if'ferences, etc. Thus any claia that 
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American slavery vas comparable to, and inherited trom, Greek slavery 

18 clearly fallacioas. There vere enough:;.ditterences between, and 

enough internal consistency within e8ah, to warrant the recognition of 

these systematic ditferences. 

At this point it may be Tery usettù to briefly compare Van Den 

Berghe 's Paterœl1sticjCompetitive diahotomy vith the Paternalisticj 

Capj,.talistic d1chotomy presented here. Ve present this in Table 5. 

Adndrable as Van Den Berghe 's Itldeal Types· are, his schema bas ser10tl8 

shortcomings that cannot simpl:r be blamed on the shortcomings inherent 

in the use of the Itldesl T~. methodology. It 1s evident that his 

model does not allow for the inclusion of Greek slavery. Nor collld he 

say that Greek slavery fita 1!!! Patarnal type, for the data and argmnents 

presented in this stmy enggests that Greek and American slavery form 

two distinct patterns. Greeee does not fit into his Paternalistic 

categary. Note how he characterises a Paternal type: 

A paternal type of race relations is characteristic of a 
fairly complex btlt pre-industrial sociAiles ••• large 
scale production constitutes the basis of the Econam;y 
••• Large scale production of a cash erop on a slave 
plantation 1s a common and perhaps the 'purest 1 case of 
paternal18tic relations by the pre-abol1tion regimes in 
north-ea.stern Brazil, the West Indies and the SotIthern 
United States. l 

These characteristics ware clearly non-existent in Greeee. Further, 

there is no evidence to snggest that in Greeee slaves vere stereotyped 

as ·childish, :lmmature, exuberant, œ'nb:Jbited, lazy, 1m.pulsive, fun­

loving,· so either we ignore Greek slavery or ve constrœt another 

typologieal schema. The latter has been done in Table 5. This amended 

1ror an 8Xtended ~1scussion of the schema, see Pierre Van Den Berghe, 
Raee and Racisms A Comparative Perspective, ,22. ,g!!., pp. 25-34. 
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Table 5 

Two TYpologies of Slave Relations 

Van Den Berghe fS T:ypologI 
(Two ses) 

Stages 

1 

2 

PATERNALISTlC : U.S.A., 

West Indies, S. Af'rica. 

Features: 

Cute system vith horizontal 

coloor bar; intagrated value 

system - DO ideologica1 con­

flict; ·Sambo-boy· stereotypes 

COMPETITIVEs 

Industria1 societ1es 
Features: 
Classes within castes, moral 
dUemma. 

stages 

Amended ±zpol;f 
(Three stages_ 

1 PATERNALISTIC: Ancient 

2 

Graece, Roma, Pra-Colon1al 

Arrics, etc. 

Feat1l1'es: 

Simple haDiicraft manllfac­

ttn'e, Agricult1n'a1 and 

pastoral activi ties; 

Patriarchal Social Structore, 

vith slave integrated vithin 

household; non-heredital7 

slave statua. 

type): 

As in Van Den Berghe IS 

stage 1 + Inherent tendenc1es 

towards conf'lict; chattel 

stat11S of slaves; vrhl11ln 

exploitation. 

COMPETITIVE (aaatioœl· 

Capitalistic) 
As in Van Den Bergœ's stage 2 
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version should be regarded as an improvement on Van Den Berghe ·s, 

far all the usef'1ll elements f'rœn his model are ertracted, while new 

elemnts are added. Fust, we accept the àevelopmental implications 

in his model, involving the notion that a slavery system changes over 

t1me. Ve also accept his Stiage 2, the CompeM"tive stage, though this 

can he termed the "Rational Capital1st lt stage. Ve disagree about his 

Paternalistic stage; not tbat there vas no paternal stage, but rather 

that the United states, the West Indies and South !frica are better 

described as UCapitalistic. D The features listed by Van Den Berghe 

and described as "PaternalD are features, ve roum, ma1nly associated 

vith Cap1talistic exploitation. Ve have subsumed these elements unàer 

our category of aAdvénture Capitalism~" We have aààed other features 

to this stage llh1ch vere foum ~ Amer1can slavery like the chattel 

statua of slaves and the harsh treatment, etc. 

Ve have f'ound that SOlDe societies l.ike Anc1ent Greece produced 

slavery systems vhich are better examples of a Paternal t~.. Chapter 2 

has described this type; unlike say, the United states, it had a vèry 

s1lllple econ~ and a patriarchal social structure vith slaves performing 

chiefly àomestic service vithin the houaehold yet vith the greater 

probabU1ty or getting out or that statua. The Amended t.ypology~ we 

believe, involving tbree stages inetead of tvo, gives a much more accurate 

description yet at the same time reaps the advantages of the Ideal Type 

methodology and enables us to construct categories which are mut1lBll.r 

exclusive. 
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Unanticipated Findings and A.reas fœ New Research 

The stady of Greek slavery bas accidentally broDght to the 

fore the primacy of wrfare in shapiDg not only the Grec1an slavery 

institution but also Greek society as a ~ole. The or1gin of Greek 

tribal lite and later, Polis lite, ws the constant insecurity arisiDg 

fram the incessant warfare. l 

The threat or warfare helpsd to maintain internal order vi thin 

the city-states. It ws found tbat this persistence or varfare affected 

most Grecian institutions, economic, cultural and social. For the 

institution of slavery: vartare lad to a preponderance of temale silves 

since the majority or males vere slaughtered in battle because there 

vere DO pressing economic need tœ them.2 The temale slaves could then 

be more easily integrated within the Patr1archal tamily. 

But in America, &s Tocqœville observed, there ws an absence 

of "great wars. 1I Initially small scale vars occnrred between the Indians 

and the whites. In Nev England the concept of the "just var" developed. 

The Puritans in 1.641 put it thus: 

There shall never be any bond-slavery, v1llenage or 
captivite amonst us; onless it be lawful captives 
taken in just wars.3 

The Body of Liberties made equally clear that captivity in a just war 

constituted legitimate grounds tor slavery. The pract1ce had begtm during 

the first major conflict with the IndiallS, the pequot Var of 1637.4 But 

~obbes, Rousseau and Locke used this Grecian experience as the basis 
for advocating their "contract theoriesD or Order. 

~le slaves were used chiefly in the mines--and their conditiollS wre 
Nally badt. 

~ Farrand (edo) The Lavs and Liberties of MsS8chusetts, Cambridge, 
Mass., 1929; quoted in Jordon's White Over Black, ~. s1!. 

4see Wintbrop Jordon, White Over Black, ~. cit., p. 69. Ü80 Geœoge 
MOC?l'e, Notes on Biston of Siâvery Iii MassaclluseUi, N.Y., 1Ie6, p. 1. 
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this practice ws not widespread in America. As Jordon notesz 

The V1rginians did not possess either the legsl and 
scriptural learning of the New England Puritans whose 
conception of the just war had opened the vay to 
enslavement of the Indians. Slavery in the Tobacco 
colonies did not begin as an adjtmct of captivityj in 
marked contrast to the Puritan response to the Paquot 
War the settlers of Virginia did not generally react 
to the Indian massacre of 1622 vith propositions tor 
taking captives and selling them as slaves.l 

And "aven the Scottish prisoners taken by Cromwell at Worcester and 

Dunbar--captives in a just war ! ... were never treated as slaves in 

England or the colonies.·2 

The point is that warfare did not develop in America and d id not 

affect Ameriean slavery as it did in Greece. Instead the ADericans turned 

to the slave trade to provide it vith robust and healthy Uricans. AIId 

since the majority vere males, the perceived threat ws greater, and hence 

the harsher treatment. 

This study, therefore, soggests that tl;1e impaet of warfare on 

social institutions such as slavery should be turther stœied. VerY' 

litt le has bean done in this field am no study bas aven suggested thB.t 

warfare could be an important inàependent variable in determining the 

type of slavery institution.3 In tact, it may be mare important than 

"culturel! in some instances. 

Much historieal alld contemporary data are available and which 

could contribute to the sttldY' of the Sociologieal :Impacts of persi.tent 

warfare on social institu.tions ("Varrology·). 

lwinthrop Jordan, White Over Black, ,2E. ,gll., p. 72. 

~eorge Moore, ,2E. ill., p.l. 

3Economists have st1XlW the impact of var on economic development. 
But the impact of persistent warfare on social institutions like the familY' 
bas been oDly peripherally touched on by some l1ke Franz Fanon in his 
stnd1es in a Dxing Colonialism. 
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Thearet1cal T1!Tl1cations am Speculations 

F1nally, same remarks are in order eoncerning how the sttlày of 

sla"t'e1"y as 1l1ustrated by this thesis can be used to h1gbHgbt the 

eentury-old theoretical debate about the relationship between the 

Winfra-structure- and ftsuper-structure ft of a society. Traditionally, 

there have been WO oppoalàg sides which have admitted little compromise. 

On one, liI8 have the DIdealists. who stress the causal priority of 

values and bellets. John Mayœrd Keynes tock the viev that DIt is 

ideas, net vested interests, which are dangerous for good or 8Til..wl 

Weber's brilliant study of the rise of Capitalisa stressed the primacy 

of the belief system in the rise of Capi talism. The latest systemat1c 

farmalization of th1s apprœ.ch is to be found in Winch 's york: 

Social relations real.ly exist only in and through the 
ideas vhich are cnrrent in the Society • • • Ali babavior 
vhich is meaningful (1.e. aU specifieally hmnan ~viar) 
is ipso facto rule-governec1 • • • So if one knowa the 
rules vhich saneone is following, one can, in a large 
number of cases, pred1ct vhat he vil1 do in given c1rcma­
stances. 2 

Winch believes that to explain 8 historieal or social institution one 

must ftwerstand- it by getting the bang of the impl1cit ideas and ressons 

whieh determ1œ the fom li; takes. 

The other perspective stresses the primacy of the 'infra-structure.· 

Han: argued that lIThe mode of production of materiallUe determines the 

general eharacter of the social, political and intelle...-tual processes of 

:3 
lUe. - Eric Vi" 'UIS' study of slavery follows directly in this tradition. 

lQuoted b:y Digby Baltzell, The Protestant Establishment, .sm. ill., p. 157. 

2peter Winch, The Ides of a Social Science. For a shdlar formolation, 
see Ernest .A. GeUner, Concepts and Society. Transactions of the F1fth World 
Congress of Sociology. 

3xarl Marx, capital, l, pp. Erl-88. 
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The latest trend on this theoret1ca1 platform, however, 18 the 

argument tha.t Marx ha.d a1so stresseà the au:tonamous role c4 iàee.s and 

bel1efs in determining social processes.l Most serions theor1sts today 

reject the old distinction and see a two-way causal relationship 

between the "forces or production" and the associateà 8belief system.a2 

The evidence am arguments presented on Greek slavery seems 

to suggest that, in comparison to econsc factors, the bellet system 

'WS.::l more important, thoogh this does not necessarUy have ult1mate 

causal priority. In America it seems that the "Economic Determinista 

model is more appropr1ate as sean in the development of slavery in 

Virginia umer the impetus of the developing economic torces. But aven 

so, the issue is not so s1mple: threughout the period values and biases 

he1ped to silape the Anstitution. The theories used to jnat1ty slavery 

were clearly determiœd by economic necessity, vhUe certain valœs a.llQ 

beliets were trad1tioœl and vere theretore not detel"llined by the 

-torces ot prodllOtion.a It 1s more satisfactory theretore to say·that 

there vas a constant d1alectical relationahip betwean the economic torces 

and the ideas or the t1Jne. Both attected the type or slavery institation 

(Paternal and Capitalist) and hence the treatment ot the slaves .. 

Slavery in the Iberian areas provides a supportirJg example of 

this process. There, certain ideas antecedent to the d1scovery of the 

New Vorld, proved a stumbling block to the developœnt of Capitalism in . 

the Veberian sense: 

~ramsci and Lucas, etc. 

2,. MacInt,re, aA Mistake about Causality.ft 
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The very nature of slavery ws deve10ped on d1:rferent 
moral and ethical bisses and in t1ll"n shaped the political 
and eth10al bisses that bave man1.fest1y separated the 
United states f'rOf the other parts of the lfev 1Iarld 
in thls respect. 

Tannenbaum holds tbat juridical traditions &bd the influence ot religion 

together helped to determine the position of the slave. Similarly other 

studies bave depicted the symblotio and cooperative nature of the 

Catho1ic cultures am the Catholic emphas18 on the unit Y of society 

which is opposite to the Protestant exaltation of the indiviàual.2 The 

lh1dalguismoD notion (sense of nobility) a160 discouraged the willingness 

to do manual tasks. 

What l am here suggesting 18 that these values have af'fected 

slavery, either directly or in so far as they prevented the rise of 

Capitalistic organisations. For eDmple, in 1810, there ws a nmedievalB 

structure in Catholic areas,3 and in the 18l0's Phillip extended the 

IDluisition to the Americas, declaring the protection of the Chm.-ch the 

iœlienable dtrliy ot the Crown and ptrlitiDg his administration within the 

framework of a Divine Law. This tunctioned to preserve a fixed social 

hierarchy and the status 9\10. At tilDes, the "spiritB of exploitation, 

characteristic of emergent Capitalism, cropped up; but enterprises 

fostered in 'tihia spirit, like the Carocas Com~, an eighteenth cent1lt7' 

trade monopoly, or the discipl1ned commerc1aUty of the Jesuite, vere 

doomes to a short l1fe. Likewise in bis general theory or h1sto17, 

Toynbee argues that Catholics vere more free :trom Brace-feeling.· 

1 
Cabman, .!m. ill.; D. Pierson, DRace Relations in Portuguese America,' 

Re.'19 Relations in Vorld Perspective, HonolulU; C. Rogler,"The Morality or 
Race-Mh:iDg in Puerto Rico,' Social Forces, Vol. ni, No. l, Oct. 1944. 

2a. Morse, ITowards a Thèory of Spanish Amerlcan GovefmIent,' Journal of 
the Histor:y of Idsas, Vol. IV, No. l, ~ual'1, 1954. 
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He found that the -œd1evallt Western freedom trom prejudice has 

survived onl7 among Western peoples who have remained more or less in 

the "medievallt phase of 01l1" Western Civilisation as the Span1sh am 

Portuguese settlers in America. 

These illustrations are mealIt to show that the Sociology of 

Slavary can prov1de an area in which man,. general theoretica1 issues can 

be thrasheà out-like this àebate between Marx1sts am Weberians. 

(In the past the area chosen to reso1ve this particular debate, without 

much SUCC9SS, vas Cla8S conflicts.) 
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