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ARSTRACT 

In thi., the'>l'>, parriarchal domination and women's resistance in contemiporary 

I~gypt are eX:lI11Illed from thrcc convergmg perspectives: hlstorical, sodologicaI and 

ht<.:rary Emplla\l'> 1\ pla(~li on ,>ocial and psychologie al condnioning, WhH:h 3.11IIS at 

remh.'nng \\()l11cn ,>ubml\\IVC, ,1'> weil as on women's internai stmggle wlth thelr ~lliènatlOn 

and th:.. il atternpl\ tu 'llhvc/1 the :lU th ont Y of their oppre~sor~. In Chapter One a ml:ldest 

perlr.IH of POlllll·.!! .lI1d ,>oclal change in twentIeth-Cèntury Egypt i~ ~ketched A 

(Ompal.HI\ l' (!Jtnnulngy \'> put torward in whlch pohti~al events are juxtaposed \vnh ,Ihe 

aci 11L'vellWllh ;\lId t.1I111rC\ ni ()rf!an17t~d women's movements and with üie publIcation ,Df 

\\l'II kllOWI1 110\'L'''' Ch.llner Two addres~c~ some central qllc~tlon~ COIH.:c/mng [he 

pl ()d III t!lHl nI Illl' l'onCl'pt ut ,\ /L'llIlfllt/l' rultllrC, ItS mamtenance and Ih cftccb In patri;u\.hal 

\urleue, 111 ~elh..,t.d .Ind 111 I:f!ypt ln partH:uliar. Fmally, Chapter Three 1" a textual allalY"l~ 

III tllll'L' Iloveh hy thl' Lt!-Yl)[lan krl1llmt. wnter and psych!atn~t, ~a\ .. ';il al-Sa"d;îwî AI­

Sa'd;Îwi\ \"lll~" h.l\e hl'l'Il wkcted becall~e they pre~ent the plOgre-;'>lve 1l10VCI11cnt of 

thIL'L' \\lllllL'1l !lllll1lL'\,\lIVe "llhml\~10n to total subverslon, and aho becau.,e her fiction and 

thl' lL'allli1l1\ 01 \llme enlie,> 10 It m<llllfest salient a~pel"ts of the orten ~ubtle oppres~ion of 

\\ (lIlll'll 



RÉSUMÉ 

Dans cette thèse, la dominanon patriarcale en Égypte l'OntcmpOl.\lI1C et la 1l''>I'>lancl' 

que lui opposent les femmes sont étudIées selon trolS perSpCCllVl'S COII\'L'r !!t'IlIL'\ 

historique, sociologique et li~~ér:l1re. L'accent a été !lm .,ur IL' n)JJdtllOlll1l'I1WIlI 

psychologique et SOCIal qll1 vise à rendre les fcmme~ ~OUIllI\l'\, ,lIn\1 qlle '>111 la Itllll' 

intérieure de ce~ dermères l'antre l'aliénation, lutte qUI \'aJoll!l..' au\ 1L't1\al1w, dl' 

subverSIOn de l'autonté ma~cuhne. Le premier chapltrt' donne Ull href ,lp .... II,·U (k" 

changements SOCiaUX, ct politique,> qUI ont affecté rEg/pte all vlngtlt'lllt' ,>Il'dt' Il ''.If'lt 

donc d'un expo~é chronologique dan.., Icqucllt'~ éVl'nelllelll\ pollllqul''> '>0111 IU\I,lpll'>l''> 

aux gains ou aux l;chec~ des organl.;atlOn\ de femme.." dl' Illl'lllL' qu'" la pllhllC:IIHlll dl' 

romans bien connu .... Le second chapme allaly~l' 1.1 production du CllllU:pt Ill' 1/IIiI/f(' 

féminine, ~es cnr1\(~LJUenL'C\ el la taçol1 dont JI t':-.t rn,l111IL'IlU d,lll\ IL'\ \11L Il'Il', palll,lIl,lIl'\ L'Il 

général et en Égypte en p~mll'lllJer Enfll1, le trOl:-'lèmc chapltrL' L'll1l"1,>1L' ('n 111lL' .I1l.1l!,"I' 

lltt~r:ure de trol'> roman\ de l'élTlvalllc. p"'ychlatre et It-mllll\ll' q:yplll'llllL' \;,l\v:tI ,il 

Sa'dûwÎ. Les oeuvres de al-Sa'dflwÎ ont été ChOl..,IC.., parce qll'elle.., rIH)(ilrl'lllll' 

changement progressif de trol'> femme~ qUI évoluent d'ull état th: 'Olllllr\\llllllL'I.III\L' a 

celui de subver~lon totale; de plu,>, k.., roman,> de al-Sa'ciüwî ct le, rl'aCllOIl,> \jU ri, 

suscitent chez certaJn~ critIqlle~ en disent long ~ur la nature ..,OllVl'1I1 \lIhllle dl' 

l'oppression des femmes, 
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Preface 

Whcn cnmmenting on the attraction of the TJwusand and One Mg/us, Borge~ once 

\:ud thal "one know., that entenng that book one can forget one's own poor human fate. "1 

Indccd Ihl: tall:\ prc,l:nt tn the modem realler a famastic universe for whlch realiry 

lOIl,,>WutC\ li 'Impk pOll1t 01 dcparture, but at the same ume, one ~enscs that the escapism 

01 fl'red hy the hl':lutlfully and Ifltimtely Interlockmg narratives IS tleeting, for wlth the 

cOJlclu\lon 01 the VanrHJ\ talc\, the reader 1\ confronred wlth the har~h realny ofthelr all­

too h IIIllall mor,th ('rom tIle very ollt~et, even hcfore the mgemou~ Shahrazfld beg1l1'> to 

wC,lve III 1 Ilk \,IVlll,L' lale\, Jt 1'1 cVldènt th,\l the moral and "ûela} values of the epoch 

jlll'\',l1l 111 th\' Iflldt!ll1ary re,tllm of the Nlj!,hl.\ 111cre IS no e~cape from the wa)' Ifl \\ hlch 

thl' rlll'dll'V,d Inl prnenh \\ omen lt 1'> hard to Ilnagme that women readlng the tal<:" are 

.tht..: t() lu!).'.!..'! the..' plllhkm\ ur thclr human condition. Rather, they are faced wnh the 

\lIllllll.trll'()lI'o Hk',dl/arlon ,tnlÎ tlcl1cgration oi thclr gender. Shahraz:1d. tierself, represents 

IlIt' .1ft 1Il'1~ I,.!I \l,t 1I11an. ~he 1,> Ihe Illodèl of femmIty, te whlch aIl women should a"'plre and 

\dlll Il allllll'il \l!nuld (k',J[l.' 1 kr Ildcllty, chawty, wl\dom and procreauvc cap .. lclty (she 

l'll'ldun:d lllll.'~· m.liI..' I..'hJldn:n whlk Idlmg th~ talc,,) are coupled WIth a wI1hn.l}ne~~ to 

\l1hrlllt [\l IIl,IlL' dtl11l1lla[lt)(1 ln Lll't, Shahr;mid I~ both ~ubml"~lvc and subverSIve, ~he 

\l1[rl'lJ(k[~ alld \\.1111 ... [Il l:her.lIe By acccpung to marry the Sultan Shahriy;lr, Shahrazade 

hO{lt''> th.11 ... Ill' \\ dl ~Ul'l'L'l'd ln rC\Cf\lIlg the mon'itrou.;; ordcr of the day. Through a ~killf111 

\l'''l'lll LIIl).!U,It!l' \111..' .lII,l1n" her obJcctlve, hut ~hc 1:-' torced to ~acnflce haself to the ~lIItan 

)'CI ,>he 'lIIly \Ulne..'rh nllL' 1 Il Jli ... [II.'C agaIn,>t WOl11en, and doe~ not profoundly aller the 

... t.IIl!'" quo. 1Ill'1 !L'L'I. ... he pO"'\lhly reillforcc\ the prevalent aIlcnatlllg notions that al! 

\~Oml'll ~hOllld hl' t.llthful. cha'>tc, pure, healillfui. ~ubmi~sive and seif-sacnflclIlg . 

.. \~ \\ III hl' IlIU"'lr.lll.'d 111 the cnsUlng analy\e.;;, Hl patriarchal socleties, subrmssion is 

l'IlI1\1lkred .11l,llur.lIl'nndltI0I1 and an)' attempt by \\Ol11en to escape it is viewed as a 

lkvI.Il1111l 1IOI111he nOrIn, ..i ~l1h\'L'I,IOn of the nawral or divine order. The thoughts and 

,Il tlun:-. \.l! Illdl\ Idu,ll ... whn do m){ (ont~~t thc ~ubordlnation of women, who defend it 

tlllollt'-h .\ p.I"'~I\'l' ,Il'l'Cptanl'C of tne l'lIlturally detennmed norms of "femmllle" behavior, 

,Ill' :-1t![J~ 01 p,IlII.Ul'hy'.\ :-.l1CCL'~~. Womcn and men who counter the gender-based SOCIal 

1.1\\ ... arc 111t'\'1l,lbly l'Olhldercd ~ubver~l\'e, Thus, thcre IS an antinomie tenSIon between 

.... lIbml~~lOn and "ub\'Crslon whlch anse~ as a direct consequence of the imposslbihty of 

bl'll1~ lIeutl.ll \\lIh re:-.pect tl1 WOl11L'n'~ ~llbjugation ln patriarchal cultures. Byexamming 



paoiarchal domination and women's resistanœ in contemporary cgypt l'rom thr('(' 

converging perspectives (hlstoncal. soclologlcal and hœrary), 1 want tn 1I111~tra(l' tl1l' 

dynamic exchanges betwcen the margm,tl and thl ~entral, Ixtwel'n the l!\dl\ IdU.11 .md thl' 

institution, between the cultural and the n.\tural. Ixlween the UIlWll\l .. 'I\lll\ ,lI1d the 

conscious, 4111 of WhlCh JOfoml the ~lIhrnl~lonh,uhwr~\On allllllOmy III <. 'h,lptL'! l )l1t', thl' 

hlstOry of women's reslstance I~ prc~entt'd \\lthlll the L'olltext nt the Ch,U1glllg l'Ultlll,d 

practices and pohtical ('onJunçture~ of twenw:lh-century l, g) 1'1 <. 'h,lpler '\ \~\\ 1" ,\ "l'b,:II\ t' 

study of sonal in\tltul1on\ whleh ma1l1t,lln the p,ltnarch,1l Ol<lt'I ,lIld \\lllllL'n\ {lCIl'Cplllllh 

of how tho~e 1I1sntutIOm have an II11P,Kt on thelr iIVl:~ hll,tll y, III <. 'h,lptl'l l'hl l't', 1 

explore the expres~lOn of re~l~t,ml'e and repre~,>inn III !l1Il'1.' IHIVL'l" hy 111l' 1 g\ !l11.11l 

femtnist. wnter and psychlatn\t, :\awàl al-Sa'dClwÎ 1 ha\e "t'k .. :tcd.1l S,l'd:m i\ \\\llk.., 

becau~e they rl'present the progre\\lw movclllcnt nt thll't' \~(lIl1t'1l t((llllld,ltl\ C 

submission to total subver~lOn and al..,o lxcau,>e lhe wor\.." and tht' ll'allhlll\ III "011 Il' 

critics to them mamfest lI1terc,>ung a\peL't~ or ~()ll1CIl\ rl'\I\t.llll'l' ,lIll! p.ltll.lrl'il,d 

oppression, 

One fmul pOlnt nel'ds to lx acldle""l'd heflllt: mU\-lIlg (lll 1 )npllt'l'tforl\ ln rOlldllll 

a rigorous analy~l', and avoid d!,>tortlOn\, 1 am afr:lld tll.lt III al ka"t 1I1lt: Ilot.lllle .Ill'" till'> 

work C'ill be criticlll:d ~ty IUl1ltcd al'l'l'~\ tu Alahl( \()LJr<.l.'\ dlll! ,llL'll,lflll' 'Hl II.lI\"lat((1I1\ 

are signiflcum prubkm~ wlllch mu"t hc rCl'lll!llI11'd Any '>1 titi Y ut tilt' \tlddk l ,l\t \dmll 

fails to con\ult pnmary "ourcc~ ln thl' onglllallangll.l)!c", h,l\ 11\ \llllllatlllll\, "Ild Ill',HIlly 

admit the limitation.; of my \\or\.. 1 ill\\cver, 1 havl' 1:'ICd a.., 11\lll Il ,1\ p' l\\dde \! 1 

compcnsJte for thl" faIl1f1g by an exhal1\tÎve readlng!ll h()()~,> ,lm! ,Illltll'.., \\111Il'lI hy "r:th 

women and avallablc lI1 Engh~h Tht' glO\\\l1g body ut 1 1l1.'r,IIuIl' hy "l,dl \',Olll\ïl '-,1. hlll.\l', 

publishèd in we~tcrn language\ provllle\ Il1tl1"pen,> .. hk' POlllt', uf \, IL'W .tilt! IlCV. Ill\l)'lil" 

into the problem~ and aclllcvemcllt,> of Ar,tb \,\ Ol11ell The W()ll<. (II lhe"e \di( )1,11 '" ,tit 111;' 

with that of thcir non-Aran fernak c.olk.\glH':", 1'> havlng ,1 \,tllltary dklt tllI \llddk ( ,1,,11 III 

Sludies a~ a di"Clp:lllC, dl~pdl!ng ~t:xI~1 and onental!\l mytlt\ ami PIl'''l'flllll!" Iht' \',\'"ll'lll 

world with a more balanced and 1I1fonllcd cntlljUl' 01 patnan.hy III lhe I\r.lh v.t Il Id Will'" 1 

do not wi~h to and llldecd canno! daim to \peak on behalf of W()lI1ClI, Illy :111:111",1'> 1IIlIlI 

the perspective of an Arab male cducated 111 thr.: Wt:,>t 01 kl \ ll()ncthl'k\\ a "ct t 1I111t ,d 

look ut sorne aspects of Arab culture and at the "':.llne urne IlJ)elt'> It\l'Il III the ICC <:lIllllIalll lI1 

of Middle Eastern Studles, pamcularly wlth regard tu ,>o-calkd WOrl1l' Il , 1),Ut:" 
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A gcneral OVCrvlCW of contemporary western historiography on the Middle East 

revcab growlOg \pt'clalJzatlon a'i man y schalars choose to treat a limited subjeet in greater 

detall rathcr th an ln lOmpo..,e colo~\al works of a p~cudo-eneyclopaedlc nature. Politleal 

"llldlt:", ccol1onm:, "OLl~11 and cultural hIstones, each of whlch may be funher dlvlded Into 

dell"e penod" ;\!1d n11C[O"COPIC IOplC:-' have beeoIlle the academlC :-Jarm, There are eVldem 

,tdVanl,t!!è" tll \peclalI/~lIlon WhlCh nccd not be elaborated here, but 1t \hould be ~tressed 

Ih,ll " na[[ov,er approaLll requlrC\ the hl"tonan to prc\cnt a~ prccl\dy and a~ completely a-; 

po..,\lhk [hl' Clrclllll'>LTlhed tield ln whlch he or \he l'; conduetlng the ~tlldy Clearly. 

lLTtalll Itl'Ill'> Il11J\t he Olllltlcd; howevcr, lt ha ... regularly been pOlllted out by femInlS1S, 

,11111 /aCl\h and ,HllI-l'lltl\t" th.11 the n.'pètltlon of the !lame ()mJ~\io/h from one work to the 

Ill'.\[, trom olle hl\tnlwl tn the nc\1. ofll'n Indlcate~ llnderlymg cI:1rural p'reJudices, 

1 ,ltl'I,\ly '-\tllllc'> ni the ".gypll,tn floVL'1lf1 the "L\tICS or ,>e\entièS winch fail to indude a 

\Itl),de rdcll'l1l'l' III Wnll1L'n wntl'r\ dl"pla:- 11l1aha~ht'dly what the author deems wonhy of 

IIll..'ntloll.:: SUI..'h \Iutilc" \Iwuld pn\\lhly 111t'lltlon the word~ "male novcl!..,ts' or "novel'i by 

men" I!l thel/ tltk\ III order 1\1 he more precl\c 1111'. Iypè of unad,nowledged ~electIon 

l'lHltIlhtltc\ l'l th ... , dl\lOIt\.'d \1',1011 Whh:h perCL'IVè\ women on the margm ofhlstory. 

Plohklll\ pn"l'd h~ thl ... lll~ upla make lt c:-.tremdy dlfticult 10 evaluate the real 

l'lIlltl IhutlOlh (" \\\lllll'll III polttJl'~, ~()(,lal change and cultural tradinons Since the late 

Il)/,(l\ and L'.lIh 1 (n()\ COlhl'lt'I1!1011\ ~l'hnlar\ have made efforts to correct the 'iltuation by 

l'\.11l1l1l11l,e 1l1.lll'/I,t1 Ih.11 h.l" gellcrally hCt'n dl\rt'garded and hy pubiIshmg works that 

dCIlIIlIl'>Il,ltl.' IIll' \I,ellllll.'ant rok~ played by wornen throughout hl~lory,J In Middle Eastern 

,md 1\1.11ll1\' \tlldll'\, t'IlIHlJlPll ... progn: ...... ha~ occn made, yer there are "lill many area<; that 

1Il1~ht hl'Ill'ftt fi li 111 r\.'\ 1\lnn, panlclIlarly those whlch have previoll<;ly been consldered the 

h.l"tlOI1\ l,1 m,Ill' \\.'h\1lar\hlp, \uch a ... pohtil'al SCIence, el'onomles and literature, 

111 the Illl km Ill!,!. hnef ,>lIrvey 1 have tned to ~ketch a modest portrait of politieal and 

MX·I.J1l'hangL' III IWl'l1lIt'lh-cl'lltllry Eg)pt. A comparauvt: chronology Îs put forI\'ard in 

\\ hll.'h pnlJtlc ,1ll"\'l'I1tS ;\[l' JlI:\tapo~ed \vlth the achu:vements and failures of orgal1lzeà 

WOllll'lI \ tn\'H't1ll'l1t:-. and \Vith the pubbcauon of specltic novels, chosen becallse their 

!\lgh P~)"'ltllln 111 the "ot !iCi al " literary tllStory of Egypt has made them more susceptible to 

lIltlU~'lh.:IIl1! tlll' l'gYPli,m puhlic. A~ one Imght expect the "great" novels which are central 
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to the Egyptian literary tradition have almost invariably becn \\/ritren by l11~n, but the 

partiality (sexism) of history-making remains a factor with which wOll1cn have to de.11 11\ 

most cultures. Through this chronology 1 hope 10 evoke the Interaction bl't\\.l'l'n poltlll'al, 

social and cultural phenomena and to illustrate both thc roles played by WOl1ll'll and the 

centrality of questions concerning women in contemporary Egyptlan h!~tnry 

In 1914, MUQammad l.iusayn Haykal published the !1ovcl7(/\,!lilh Cllll'\ldl'lCd ny 

many historians of modem Arabic literature to he the tïr"t non-llIStonl'al EgyplI,\Il IIll\ L 1,1 

the principal theme of the work underhnes the rigldlly of sOl'lal 1l0nll~ or thL' L'porh 

Haykal criticizes the limits placed on male-female mteral"tlon and tradllinll,lIl1lan lage 

customs. His protagoni5ts, I:Iânud and Zaynab arc vletlllls of the 1Il1po~cd l'0I1\'l'III111I1~ 

which ultimarely prevent most \Vomen and many Illen fmm dl'tl'Illlllllll!', tllL'lr m\'11 dc~lllly 

The mood of Haykal's novel typlfies the fmstratlon e;;pcIIcnl't:d by llIally 1,' gypll:lll\ \Vhll, 

in a paradoxlcal manner, tom bctween convention and apparcllt IIIIHlVatllll1, "'llught thl' 

emancipation of women wlthout exceedmg the bOlll1dane" ple~l'Ilhed bv rL'llgllHI\ I.IW and 

cultural traditions 

Prior to the pllbhcation of Zaynah, a Ilurnbcr of Egyptlan 1111.:11 and wOIllL=n had 

discussed and written about the status of women ln thclr ~oclt:ty. ()nc o( thl' L'allle"t 

publicized expressIons of SOCial rdom1 can bc fOlll1O ln the twn b()o~" hy ();Î"11ll A III 111 , 

Taf:Jrîr al-maTa and Al-MaTa a/-jadîda. plIblt"hed ln 1 R99 and 19() 1 IC"'jK'CIIVeJ y Thl· ... L' 

works drew attention to i~slles concermng women and bl tn a poknlllal pullill 

controversy between refonmsts and tradltionalt~h. 'i Lata III 1 (JI 0, ~,lIak IlIlnÎ t\i"l',tl 

presented her tcn points to the National A'\"cmbly, yet, de:-,pllc t!Jelr l'1)1l'>l'fvaI1Vl' natul<':, 

ail the points were rejected.6 Controversy and the lack of raplt! proglc,>", dIt! 1I0! 11Il'Vl'1lI a 

clique of upper and lIpper-middle c1as-; women from pllf\Ulng a modnt "l:!l'nda ln tilt' 

years just before thc First World War at 1ea:-,t four magallll<':'" had tX.'l'll c,>tahll"hL'd hy 

Egyptian women and In 1914 the Educatron Ul1Ion of Women wa" f()lllllbi. ï hl' 

magazines and the Union provided context~ for thl" "mali group 01 WOlllcn to <l1\C\I\\ 

openly various social anù cultural matter'). Only after the war (lld a polllIcally organl/l'd 

women's movement emerge, aligned \Vith the natlonall ... t movement kd hy Sa'd Zaghlùl 

and the Wafd. From 1919 unul 1924 women Ilke lIudft Sha'r;îwî, r\ahawlyya \!1ü.,ft and 

Sayzâ Nabrâwî mobilized other women from thclr c1a ... ., in .,upport 01 the Wald',> delll;(l\(1 

for the termination of the Bntlsh protectoratc. l'lm wa') a volallk pCrJod III wtllch worm:n 

were noticeably active 7 organizing and partlcipatmg III protc'>t'> ag:lln',t the Brru"h "' he 

women viewed their efforts as a considerable contnbut!on to the "truggk lor mdepcndcncc 
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and expectcd to recelve sorne form of recognition. In 1920 when the Wafd retumed from 

a tnp to London for negouatmg the BritIsh wnhdrawal, Hudà Sha'râwî wrote indignantly 

to Zaghlül on ochalf of the Wafdl\t Women's Central Committee denouncing the Wafd 

leader\hlp\ neglect of women's role.., In the fight for independence.8 Zaghlûl replied 

apologctIcally, yet ln 1924, when the new constltutlon was promulgated and the Wafd 

came 10 [>Ower wllh Zaghlû! a., pnme mmister, women were excluded from the political 

procc...... l'hl) was partly duc to the "exl~m mherent in the polltieal system adopted from 

the European.., who ùld nO( lnclude women ln thelr polinca! apparatus; both the foreign 

pohtiral )y:-,tcm and the Egyptian politicians maintained paternalistic prejudices against 

WOllll'n. 1 {owcvcr, the exclU';lOn of womcn was also a result of the self-Imposed limits of 

womcn who,>c lùeo!oglcal adhe~lon 10 the pnnclples of Egyptian nationalism and personal 

aht:llatl!lI1 1~1I)(.krt:d thclr pur~lllt of C'omplete equality.9 

The Imp0l1ancc of thl.., cra in the evolution of women's status lies not so much in 

thl' llIinor Ic!orm., with ft~~pect to labour, education, marnage and divorce laws,10 as in its 

n" .... cclll ljuallue<., for the organmllion of women's movements. lt is during these years, at 

thl' bc.:)!,llIlllllg of the cc.:ntury, that one ... ('es the emergence of upper and upper-m~ddle class 

WOIllc.:1I IIOIll tht: hari/n and thelr move inta the nation's publIc llfe, symbolized in Hudâ 

Sha 'I:m î'o., ,tnd her wlkagucs' unveihng ln 1923. 11 The year 1924 marks the end of the 

1111t1al develoPIlll'lIh wlw:h, ullul [hen, hac! rem:.uned generally Imuted to a group of elIte 

WOI1K'I1 \\lIu \VOI kt! wlth thc Wafd and late,' founded the Egyptian Femmlst UOIon in 

192-'. Thel! prlnnpal preoccupation-; dJtTered 111 many ways from those of the majority of 

women 12 Th,lt h nnt tn suggcst that the carly achlevements of the Feminist limon were 

Ilot ImpU!l,lIll 111 eWIHually d'feeung changes for the numerous rural and urban working­

d,I:-'~ Wlllllell Rather, 111 the flrst ~tage, thc prioritles of the Feminist Union stemmed from 

Ih Illcmht'p,,' l"pl'nel1l.:es a~ weallhy, educated women far removed from the ma~ses of 

1I1l1'ducated \\'olllen. many of whom had never worn the vell and were not familiar with life 

Ir 1 t ht' l/(If im 

ln the pubh\.' sphere of activny, the women of the Feminisl Union were 

111~'lça~lIlgly lIlvolved in Improving the health and social conditions and educationallevels 

ur Lgyp!lal\~ Iktween 1925 and 1935, while ineffectlVe parliamentary politicians did little 

fI) ,,'hangc the economie and sœial sltuation, these women turned their attention to 

dnd,'pmg IllstltLltions and welfare services to help the urban working and rural peasant 

d.I~~l·\. WOlllen from the vanous social strata participated in establishing a network of 

~'lIltUlal and edlKJtionaJ programs. Thus a second phase in women's social emancipation 
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and political mobilization was in process. contnbuting to the fonnation of a gl'llI.'ration llf 

women at the grass-roots level who were more prepared politlcùly to l'halkngt' Ih~ gl>l14.kl 

based prejudices of their society. \3 This emerging generanon ~w-t:lIllt'd thl' gaill'i nI' tlwlI 

predecessors and worked to ensure that progress conllnued to be l11.ltk ln Il)2S, \\'OIl1l'1I 

were admitted to the EgyptIan University (Ca1ro). and ln tht' 19,~()~.1 group nt \\'llllll'Il 

retumed from studies abroad wnh degrees III vanoliS profe~'ilonal tlcld~ \\ hll"h plt'\ IO\l\ly 

had been the privlleged dornain of men 14 A'I a result of WOn1Cl gallllng gre.Ill'1 acù· .... ' tll 

higher education they becarne more and more involvcd 111 pollueal ,1':ttVlty \\'11Irh \\ ", nltt'II 

organized by students. 

By the mid 1930s the potitieal climate had becomc mort: IlltCIl!\t' a" IlPPO~lIl()1l (0 1 Ill' 

main stream partIes expanded their popular support 'Ille C'ornmUI11!\t p, 1 ty, tlll'U/lln/fI .\lld 

the Young Mi:;., movements challenged the ht'gcl'nony of thl? parlI.Il11L'I1I<lIY pullliciall'>, tire 

king, and the BritIsh an11y '1 "ose contll1Llcd presellce w •• " ;~~'r'Œed l';, I:g~ pl .1l'l'Uldll1g 10 

the 1936 treaty. The British were thu" In a pO'lltiOn to u:-'c ClK'[Clllnlo m.IIIlt.lIIl tlll' 

advantageous status quo. 15 The IIlternal tllmlUil accompaJ1Icd hy Ihl' glO\VIl1g dl\l'(lIl1l'llt 

over the problems in PalestIne - parllcularly during the rcbdlroll bl'l\ ... n'l1 1 () 1() .tilt! 1 <) \<) 

influeneed the repoliticization of Egyptwn ~oclcty 1I1 f!cl1eral and thL' wUJl1l'n\ 1Il0Vl'Jlll'nh 

in particular. In 1935, women began to advol'atè thell n~ht tn votl' and III I!) 1X .lt the 

Eastern Feminist Conference 1I1 Calro, women dl~l u ... "cd w.ly~ they 11111-',ht :I\'.I\t tl .. · 

Palestinians. 16 Throughou t th IS period, al thoug h WOIllt' n rcmall1cd ou'" Id l' of t orlll a 1 

polities, they constituted an important elernent III "rudenL I11OVemel1l ... alld ,lIll'mauve 

political groups. Their roles In the:-.e movcment., would incn:.I~c throuf!h the war yl'ar~ 

and into the late forties. 

From the time of Haykal's publication of 7aynah untll tht: ollthrl'a~ of thc Sl'COlld 

WorId War there were certainly sorne women novcil~b, but a" IllCIJlIOllcd ahove, WOIlll'll\ 

works have often been neglected by crlt1c~ and hl~tonan) and tl](:lcrolt: n:IJl;1111 1IIlkIlOWII, 

in spite of their literary ment. Consequently, when one attempt., to "llIdy the t:11lC! gell((: (JI 

the Egyptian novel in the 1920~ and 19.30,; only men') name., aprx:ar con\l\tently III the 

secondary sources. Tâhâ I:Iusayn. Mahmûd Taymür, Mahmud Tiihlr L:l,>hîll, Ihrühilll al 

Mâzinî, and Tawfiq al-I:lakîm figure prominently ln IIlcrary hl"tone.., of the Lgypllan 

nove!. Most of them have enjoyed cntical accJaim III the Arah wOlld and to a terraIn 

degree in the West, where sorne of them have had worb tral1'>latcd ,\1any t1J\tonan" IIkt: 

to underline the formative role of this generallon of writer,>, who apparcntly werc 

responsible for pushing the novel towards the cen tre of the modern Arat)(c II tcrary 
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tradition. Mueh of the writing of this period tends to he autobiographical, notably Tâhâ 

~Jul)ayn's al-Ayyâm (935) and al-Mâzinî's lbrâ~îm al-Kâtib (1931). Sorne of the other 

worh, particularly Lâ~hîn' s ~Jawwâ' hi/ô Âdam (1934), reveal a precocious awareness of 

\octal i~~ue\, c\pecially those concerning women,17 while others, such as al-I:Iakîm's 

'Awdat al-rû~ (1933), romantlcally explore nanonalistie themes.l~ In many ways this 

penod In the cvolutIon of the novel paralleIs the historie phase in whîch the women's 

movemcnl found Jt<;e1f before the war. In both cases a battle was takmg place between the 

proponcnt~ of cultural and social change and the defenders of tradltlOn, who, in the hterary 

clrdes, vicwed the novel as an unacccptable fonn of expres~ion and, in sorne political and 

rdlglou\ gIOUP\, comidered the emanelpatlon of women 10 be a we~tern innovation that 

would cventllally cau!'>c the demi~e of Islam. Moreover, both novehsts and women 

acllVl<"to.; wele a\pmng to gam recogmtion from the "establi!'>hment." On the one hand it 

wa,> clIlturalll'l'ogmtion that was bemg 'iought while on the other hand it was political 

recognltlOll By the bcglfllling of the Second World War, novehsts had attained a 

prorlllllcnt place In the cultural traditIOn, yet women remained excluded From the political 

"'y..,tem ~ and the "offiCial" litcrary hl:-,tory. 

The Second World War l~ a warcrshed III Egyptian history. During and afrerthe 

war anti-cololllall .... lll, pan-Arab natlonalism, sociahsm and femmism were synthesized in 

the pollucal and l'featlVL' thought of a numbcr of Arab Ideologues, writers and aetivists. 

Britam'\ and lT,Il1C\.'\ dwindhng capaclty to dominate their oversea~ colonies was 

bl'collling apparcllt ln the wake of the folrst World War and when the Second World War 

hall l'IHkd, AIah p()htIcallcader~ and actlvlsts realized that the once omnipotent European 

I\ll'tropok~ had Ldkn to the lcvel of second-rate powers. The changes in the international 

balance ot power alld llUll1CroUS internal factors contnbuted ta sustaining the radicalIsation 

ot FgyplIan ~()CIt'ty whll'h had begun before the war. The peIiod from 1940 to 1945 is 

~OI1lL'IIl111'~ dc~cnhl'd by hI:-,tonar.s 19 as an intemlpnon In Egyptian history, an era when al! 

polItl\.'.tl aCtlvlly wJtl\ln the country came to a ~top as the Bntish mlhtary occupied the areas 

\vlllch Wt . .'re nOllllnally OlltSlde of ilS control. However, the weakness of the govemment 

and the HntI~h army's preoccupatIOns Wlth the war in Africa and the Middle East allowed 

the \l",.:I.ll and pohttcal forces of the late thirties ta expand their inflpence. Many Egyptian 

WOIl1t'!1 and m\.'1l took p;U1 in anti-fascist movements and orgamzed politieal opposition 10 

thl' Bntl..,h through the underground communist party.20 After the war the cornmunist and 

blanlll' Illn\'l'Illl'nt<; found a reeeptlve public whieh was dlsenchanted with the official 

partll'''. nt'~pitl" Egypt's admiSSIon ta the Umted NatIons and the creation of the League of 

Arab St,lll'~ In 1945, the palltieal opposition contmued to confront the mediocrity of the 
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ruling authorities. Finally, the creation of Israel and the Arab defeat In 1945 r~\'~aled \hl: 

feebleness of the Arab regimes and their lack of real independence. und~mllning, alll'ffnrts 

to maintain control. 

Simultaneously, new women's groups w~rc founded ln addrc:-." 11ll' mOllll\lI1g 

problems; in 1944, Hudâ Sh'râwî established the Arah Femll1l'\t 11ll1on III orlkl to dt',11 

with issues conceming women in the variOU'i Arah countne~, 111 i9·l5, WOllll'l1l11 thl' 

Marxist movement created the League of Women Studenb and (itadu.\le\ Iwm 

Umversities and Egyptian Institutes wlth an agl la Ihal all11l'd at enl'our,\~1I1!! Wl)I1lL'Il .... 

participation in radical pohtics; in 1948, Dumyya Shallq fnnllcd UUlla/-l'·NI, wlllch III 

1951 orgamzed a major demonstratlon of womL'n who occuplcd pal li an ll'Ilt lm '>t'\ l'I al 

hours demandll1g the nght to vote;ll and abo III 1951, the Women', (\mlllH\tel' lm 

Popular ReSl'itance c~une into being and through lt women tonk palt III Ihe ,IIIlI l'Il!olllai 

struggle taking place 111 the canal zone,22 

The emergence of these womcn\ moycmcnts werc part of thl' (l\ ~Iall politll'Ilatloll 

of Egypt in the lare 1940s and early 1950s. In 1951, the 1Ili.'OIll!Jèlt.'llt p,llltamt'l\! ,'<.'" 
regularly corning undcr attack by the .iiffcrent poliucal and ~()\,'lal gloup'> The polllll"ll 

scenario grew more and more unstabk, eventually kadlllg tn the gUWrIIllll'lIt\ ,\lm ,gallon 

of the Anglo-Egypttan Treaty in Oetober 1951. A ~l'nc~ of contllch l'mul'II hl'Iwl't·n Iht' 

British militar)' and Egypuans ln the canal 7One, addmg 10 tht' rt.:vol\l{ Inn,ll y IlIllod .' \ The 

colonial period appe:ued to be tinally drawing lo a clilllax ln JuIl' 1 ()')2, the bec ( >111l'l'l '> 

moved quickly to lake control of the country, ou,>ting the J....lI1g, and laler aholl\lllng thl' 

monarchy and dlssolving the politlcal parties of the old reglme 21 

During the volatile post-war years several novelt\t .... produced work ... wll\ch 

revealed their mastery of the genre. Realism hall cmcrgcd tnumphanl ovcr fUlIlantILl'>1I1, 

and was exploited to criticize variou,,> aspect'. of Egyptian ~o<.:lal and pO!IIIC.II lile ;\ yOlilli! 

generation of novehst~ who had staned to wnte ln the 193()I., \Va\ 11I~hly plOllflc III the 

1940s, leaving an impres~ive mark on the lllerary hl\lory of Egypt The wOlk" I)j :"4;1)11> 

Mat)fû? (h. 1911), Bmt al-Shâp' (h. 1912) and Luwh 'Awad (b. 11)15), tn name only LI 

few of the younger writers, illustrate the growing prcon:upatICHI\ of Ihe pcnod LVCIJ 

sorne of the oider writers, such as Tâhâ l:fu'layn and Yahyâ l IaqLJi partlclpatt.:d III the 

consolidation of a social realist trend 25 Moreover, 1115 ln the\c year\ that "Lollllllllmcnt" 

develops as an important force, mspinng wrHer~ ta compo .... e work., wlth CVldcnt ,>oua] 

and polirical significance. The notion of commltmcnt led cventually to a dt.:oatc wlm:h 

erupted in the 1950s between mlellectuals who uphcld ldealized belld"'" lhat lneraturc wa\ 
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an end in it ... elf and should not be manipulated in the pursuit of political objectives, and 

olher wnters and criues who perceived it as an appropriate means for expressing pohtical 

thought and ~()Çlal cnticlsm.26 It was the commmed writers who proved to be more aware 

of the hi~toric procc:.,\e.., taklng place in Egypt and that a major rupture with the past was 

imminent 

l'or many Egypt1an~ the Free Officers' revolution constituted precisely that break 

wlth pollueal tradrrlOn\ of the pa~t Through ir. Egypt moved from a pseudo-constitutional 

rule to a popull..,t form of go vern ment which quickly became identified as Nasirism.27 A 

nurnhcr of ~OCIaI and cconOnllC reforms were undenaken in order ta create a more 

egahtanan :-()L'lcty for whlch nationahsm would be the unifymg force. However, women 

wcrc ... tllI excludcd from chrect participatIon 111 politlCs, that is, unu1 1956 at which time the 

new Con\tlIUt1ol1 wa.., promulgated, glvmg women the right ta vote and the right to hold 

publIc of!ïce ln 1957, elcctlOn'i for the NatIonal Assembly were held and, for the first 

tlllll' 111 f:gypt\ JlHxkrn tll~tOry, women were eleL'red. Two women, Râwlya 'Atiyya and 

ÂmÎna ShùkrÎ. were cho'icn f,.)r ~eat<; in Calro and Alexandria respectively.28 Yet the 

IL'gl1l1C\ L"Ommllrncnt to radIcal socIal tramfomlatlOlls was extremely amblvale~t. This is 

made c.:km by Anwar Stldât'<; ~tatement\ in the ~al11e year as the e1ections: 

.. 1 hdlcw 111 Ihe values 1 l:arned in my village and was brought up with. 

Wor\..1!1g 1" the dut y of the man, and secrets of my work should not be 

di:-cu:-,~cd ai home. 

Thcn:forc, \.:nlll'cnllng hb \Vlfe. he continues with the following: 

... ~he ha\ no lime except for bnnging up our children. This is a great 

re~lx)l1~lhd Ity whlch IS no less important than any social or political work. 

ln fHl't lt l~ th\? main responslbility in bllliding a society. Now l believe that 

cducat1l1g glrb 1~ more (Important) th an educating boys. Wc should 

provide Ihe gIrl wIlh a weapon with whlch she could defend her needs and 

nght 10 live. 2Q 

'l'hus, Südât artll'ulatcs the prevalent discourse on women's position in society: first, 

wOlllcn thls wlfe) have the responsibility of raising children and therefore, probably do not 

have tll11\..' for anyth1l1g cise: second, this occupation is valorized 10 theory, justifying 

Illt'n's lIlSlstenl'e that women accept mothering as their primordial purpose in life; and 

tlmd. only as a ~onscqllence of this valonzarion. it becomes important that women be 
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educated. Though Sâdât's ide as are not entirely contradictory. one senses ln them the 

tension between the desire to preserve traditional values - those of the vllI,lge - and tht' 

need to modemize through universal education. 

Regardless of the attitudes of govemment oftïclab. wOl11en\ '>0\.'1,11 ,ll1d lHllttll',tl 

liberation followed an inevitable course in the 1950~ a'> edul'atlnn kwh ft)\{\ glVll1g 1l1111t' 

women the means to defend thclr nght~ and the ablhty to '>cd., l'lI1pl\)) lllent III tïdd,> lll.ll 

had traditional!y been demed them. 30 One ~hollid nl)tc that thl' achlevl'tllI'1l1,> uf WOI1lt'1l III 

these years were attulIled not neces~arily becallse of gOYt'rml1Œt refOrIll\, hUI '>Olllt'tlllll" III 

spite of them. Flinhemlùrc. they were attalned almo~t lI!1lljucly tlllPligh Ilw d tllll\ \II 

women, either as indlvlduals or 111 groups. In gener,11. the gOVCnllllt'1ll dld Itllk to ,Illl'r Ih,' 

living condition~ of the ma'ises of WOIl1en, e'(cept1!H.ltrectly through '>'HIll' pt tht' Cl 01101111,' 

reforms, prmclpally those change,> which nccurred a, a re~ult nt the lalld rl'tollll Il ()11 h 

in words drd the govemment try to change the conventlonalllollllIl'> ,dHIUI \\IlI1ll'!l\ 

position 111 ~oclety. Moreover, the emerglI1g lI1dlgennu,> femIllI\t IlHWt'llll'llh wllil h Il,\d 

developed in the 1930s and 1').+Os 10..,[ thelr au(o!1oll1y III thl' Il))(),,\,> Ihe l't'IIIr.t1I/L'd 

bureaucracy expanded Ils control over the vanou\ ",ocI,lIly and poilueally IW"l'd 

organizations,32 

The theoretical emanclpatIon of women along wlth the Bandullg (\lIlfl'rCIll'l' ot 

Non-Ahgned Nations in 1955 wor"'ed tn babter NÜ~lr\ Image and tllc rcgllllc\ k)! Il 1 llI.1l \' 

on the intemaoonallevel, wh de the land reforrn (!l)52), the Il,1Ilonaltlatl01lllt thL' SIH'1 

Canal (1956) and the defence mOllnted agam..,t the tnpartltc all,u,:!.. (1')5h) llll]..,olld,lll'd III<' 

Free Officers' authority at home, The 1950.., rcpre~cnted a dyll:tIllIL' J~r !o(\. ,tilt! l'Vell 

though many Egyptians were aware of the reglme\ Intokrance ut OPPO\111I11lal POIIIICt! 

formations, which revealed its allthontanan character. they bclrl.:'ved III 1\::\\1/\ lapallly 10 

strengthen their nation, Optirrllsm was funher t.:nhanced hy the prmp(:ct (d UI111lllg Iht' 

fragmented Arab nation around the Pan-Arabl..,t lùeah C,poLJ'l'd hy ;\ü"'lJ and 11lL,lIllate 11\ 

the brief union of Egypr and Syria In 195R, Temporanly hunyed up hy llll' rcvolutloIl, 

Egyptian cultural life expres~ed cntlcal analy~\I" of the pa,!. 

Notwithstandmg the reslstance of some wntcr.., ot the older gcm:lall()l1, !lovl:!I\I\ ot 

the fifties were clearly rommitted to the idcah of the revolutlon. Th/~ (,OlllIllItlllent wa\ a 

logical development from the ear!ier pencx:i of nOVell'lUC expre'>'>lon, anclcoll1pkmt:I11l'd fhl' 

regime's apparent dedication to the SOCial and econonllc ameltorat)()fl ot tht: country 

According to Sabry Hafez: 



A look al the major realisnc novels of the fifties, will reveal that their 

common characterisnc i" thcrr concentratlon on the basic preoccupations of 

the time. The contllct In these novels al ways centres on problems of a 

patnotlc nature. The '>OClal, Jntellectual. economic, or polItlcal themes 

intcrwcave, 'Iomehow, wIlh the natIonal cause, and contrlbute to ltS 

devclopmcnt PatnotlC concems provlde the focal point In most novels, 

and the wnler\ attItudes are perpelually directed agrunst his eountry's 

enCllllC.., and the ()b..,tac\e~ whlch "tand in the way of Egypt's progress.33 

1 1 

Many of the novel" rctlcct the wnter~' a<;piruuons for the future but more important IS their 

hlcak perccruon of the pre-revolutIonary era. Wnters such a~ 'Abd al-Ra~mân al­

Sharqftwl, Yü"ut Idrî" and La~îfa al-Zayyàt In Ihelr novels Al-'Arç} (1954), al-lfarâm 

(19.')<) and Al-hûh al-MaJèûJ:! (196()) respectIvely, use reahsm to elaborate the poliucal 

npllll1l ... m wlw:h prevalled In the early reVOllltIOmry years. 

ln Ihl' "1 \Ile" l ontradlct!on" 1 n the Iheory and practice of Egyptla!1 politics under 

N :I\lr hcc,lmc c\'ldel1t a.., the government pllr~ued an etatist programme that aimed at rapld 

Ill< xlel Illlat/()11 \ 1 Fllnd~ Wl'rc Ohlal ned throllgh the natlOnalIzatlOn of sorne of tne major 

pn\ ,Ill' "'l'L'IOr holdmg\, an cducJted bureaucratie c1ass wa~ emergmg from the um\'erSIl1e~ 

,Illd IlC\" ... tcp" \1, cre (,t"cn 10 rcndl'r the socIety more egahlanan.15 Between 1961 and 

Il)(), thc~c I1lC,I"url'~ appeared to he reasonably successful; however, the rather 

l'nll\LTViltlVC hurl':lUl'fallC hotu geol"le was nO[ commirted to the applicatIon of state 

PPIIl"ll'\ '11 Tlm 1" P,lnIcularly truc wIth rc~pect to thOl>e reform~ which aimed at 

ad .. ,llll'll1g thl' pO\ltlOf1 of womcn For Jn~tal1(:e, the Nallonal Charter of 1962 states: 

Wom,lll lllll:-.t be regardcd a~ equalto man and she mu~t rherefore shed the 

IcrnaIl1Ing \had.le~ thatImpede her free movement, so that she rnay play a 

l'On~tnll'(l\'l' and profoundly important part In shaping the IIfe of the 

~'l1l1ntry <7 

Dl'\pltl' thl' apparent progres~ivenes~ of this declararion It berrays a misunderstanding of 

thl' r,ll1:-.e\ IllhIhlllllg women from "free movement"; indeed, many obstacles prevented 

\\ nnll'n tmm 11.lrtlclpatmg more openly m society but lt is slgmficant that the "shackles" are 

\P~)"~'l1 ot ,1" If they were ITnpo~ed \I,'uhout having an agent, not recogmzmg that it is 

rullllr.1I Ih)lIon ... ,Ibollt wornen which consclOusly and unconsclOusly block women's 

pf(l~rt"~ III SlX·It't)'. The Charter does not seem to be addressmg the problem in an 
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effective manner, Consequently, one might ask to what degree 1t Wil'i intendcd to han' any 

effect. 

In her study of the "Position of Women in the U.A R " l'ad.1 Tmllll'lll' 

demonstrates that during the early Slxtles extremely ~e"bt .\ttltllÎ.k'~ ~nl\\lI\\I.:d \1\ 

differentiate the official treatment of boys ar1d girls. She pre:-'l'nt~ data \\ llidl .... IHl\\ ~ that Il 

was common practice in rural area~ for glrb between "IX and tïtkL'1l yl'al\ nt age hl \\tH\... 

in the fields whIle boys of the :-.ame age group went 10 ~l'ho()l AL'l'Oldl!l).', tl \ thL' 1.1\\" lH' 

compulsory education (WhlCh concerned boy'> .lI1d ~:'Jrb), nlfllïal" Il.\l\ Iht' pllWCI Ill.\1Ie .... ! 

the children's fathers if they dld no ~end thelr chldren to ~rhnol. but III 1111 1\( l.l'l" tht' I;m 

was only enforced for boys. S1l11llarlya report If.' 196..t ren'.lkd tll.lt \\\lllll'Il III (.l,IIl,1 (.1 

town in upper-Egypt) often worked III the local factory hut dld not ~ll tu \l hl)<,'! \H TIHI" 

whlle boys and men were makmg progre"" academlcally and L'l'OIHlIllllall\'. III ,1 Il\' \\Ollll'il 

remained unJware of thelr nghb and vlIlnel ahle to l" plOllallo!l !\: (lIll'the k\". a"l (lvl'I.dl 

economic COndItlOnS began to ImpIOve "orne lowcr-l1ll(ldk l'I.I\'> \\Oll1t'l1 \HTl' .tille III 

profit from the education and employmcnt OppOrtU!lllh:"1 Il) hut l1l'H'r 10 Iht' \,\l1W nll'\11 .\.., 

men from the samc ~oclUl bac~grolllld .U) 

The lack of support for fundarncntal refann" COllll'lntr1g the ... t.tll!" (lI Wlllllt'n 1,.,111 

be deduced qulte ea"ily l'rom the ofticlal pmlllon on chan!,:t'''' tn thl' Per\ol1,11 SI,llU\ L.I\\'''' 

which Nâ~ir personally consldered to be ollbldc the rl'alm ('\' PUbIIC\, hc:lllnt'In).', Illlh.11 ot 

religion and soclOlogy.41 And 111 1967 whel1 the"le law'l Wl'Ie the 'Iuhll'll 111.1 1 L"lOI III 

project only minimal alteratioll'l were n:col1lmcndcd 12 'l'hl' ll'Xt pre\enll'd l() lhl' ;'\;all< J11;t! 

Assembly confirn1s the perslstence of patnarchal nOlIon,>, III '>plte ut Ihl' lin\,( lItanl g.llll" 

made by women and their sigmficant contrlbllt10n~ to the advanll.'Il1l'1lI Ilt t hl' li Hlllti Y 

It is worth notmg that although ,>oclah"t-oncnted counlnn :t.:lld ln have JllOlC 

progressive vlews of women'" rok~ III ~oclety, among Illen nt the Ihl]lllt;t1 nght and 

politicalleft one encounlers "exi~m, for It cut~ acro"" IdeologlL',d lIllC\, "prol!.((·\\IVL·IW" ..... 

in economic policy doe-; not therefore Imply progre""'lvcnc" ... 111 matter, ll)nC~rnl!lg 

women, ThIS may partially account for Dodd\ findmg ... In hl.., ..,tudy 01 "YoIJlIl alld 

Women's Emancipation 1!l the United Arab Republtc" whlch "how'I that ,t1th()ugh young 

males were aware of the Chaner'~ position on women\ mie lTl th~ formation of th~ 

~ociety, many of them did not support lt On que"tlon\ :1'> func1;.!:ncnlal a..., wOJl)en\ fI!!ht 

to work outside the home more than 40% of the tecnage male,> who re'>pondl'd "';.\1() the y 

did not approve, and over 50% thought that men ..,hould be raid more lhan worncn for the 

same work.43 

-
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Ir ha ... already been mennoned that in the early 1960s the Egyptian govemment 

adopted vanou) ",oclah\t policles in order to overcome the major economic obstacles to 

modemI7..atIon, at the '\ame time Il pursued Ils pan-Arabist goals, despite the failed umon 

wlth Syna WhlCh came to an end ln 1961 From 1962 to 1967 the Egypuan amly wa'\ 

Involvcd ln a co,>tly war in Yemen. These factors coupled '-'1th structural problem<; In the 

polltlcal ... y ... tCTll, poor appltcatIon of Indu<;tnal and social programs and a rapldly growing 

populatIon had adver .... e cffccb on the cconomy and the society a~ a whole. By the wid· 

... i'XIIC\ th\: \lIuatlon JO the rural areas had detenoratcd markedly a<; corruption increased 

31ll11ng thl: govrrnmt'Ilt offïcIah..t4 and the poorer land owners and farmers fell prey to the 

explOItatIOn of tho..,c who had accc~\ to the bureallcracy:~5 In 1965 agncultural revolts 

hro~e (lut and (unllrlucd 11110 the folloWH1g year:Hi At the same ume attempts were made 

hy the c1amlc..,tJnt' J/..hwân to \lIhvert the government;-lÎ but they were un\uccessful and 

thc t!0vl'rIllllt'nl relail.L(cd by arre~tJl1g Important members of the orgalllzation, Among the 

Illclllhc[\ .me'ltcd w:t\ Z':lynah al-Gha7âlî:~8 a proll1Jr1ent Islamic actJvl~t who has 

\upportl.'d ''''0111\.'11\ I!1volvl.'tlll.'l1t 111 pol!tJl'~ and deÎl:nd\ the orthodox po'lltlOl1 of hlam on 

\\lumen 

l'olltlcal 0ppll'>JllOn 1l1011!1tcd tncrea~lngly and the reglme began to Jose ItS popular 

\llPpOIt. ln 1 ()fl7. when hrael attad,ed the Arab ~tates on m border, Egypt was at a low 

p()lnt l'hl' rapld C()nqlle~t of Egypt1an temtory was a deva"tatmg b10w to Nâ~1f's power 

.wd \pall-.ed a ... cr ll'\ of govemmt'nt lewl purges, particularly among the military e1ite.-I9 

l'nIC\1 , \\ lm h. l'vcn hdore 1967, h,\d bcgun to put pressure on the regime, questIonll1g 

Ih Iq:IlI111,ILY :tlld Ih method\ of obt;ul1Ing obJectives, hecame ail the morc aeute after the 

deI\.' .Il. l'ru pt Ill!! ll\ 1 <)()X 111 ma\Ioj demolhtJ atIon~, Mea..,ure~ were taken by the state to 

p.\clly thc dClllllrall/ed ll1a\~c~, for În"tance, [he "March 30 Programme" entaJled a 

IIhcralt/.lllon nI' thl' cconorny and a slackemng of politlcal oppressIon 50 Many 

hl..,tnrlan ... ~t ,Irgul' that thl' deCl'llon .... made in thcse years, Just pnor to Nâ:;'lr's death in 

1 W10. t)rx.'Jll'd the donr to the polltlcal and economic path that hls successor followed and 

tl1\1\ Indlc.lled. III plactlCal tenns, thç cnd of the revoluuon. 

Tilloughollt Iht: ~1\,tJCS a number of exceptlOnal novels were pubhshed by writers 

v. liu dlmtr,I[C a growlIlg lIlterest ll1 forn1al questions relating to the narranve. Stream of 

\.·nl1:-'l'lnll:-'I1l'~.., 1:-' u ... ed more and more effectIvely to elaborare tne psychological dimensions 

of tht' nn\ l'k \\ 11Idl arc characterized by the inremaliz..1.tIon of the action, the condensation 

of tht' pit)! .lJ1d .1 :-.hortemng of the length of the novel fonnat. The works of Mat).fû~, 

Slt!1'all~\h Ihr.lhÎm and Edward Kharrâ~ mamfest the~e tendencies ln their powerfully 



imaginative portrayal of Egypt under Nâ~ir, Ma~fù?'~ AI-Il ~,'i Il'/hll-ül,ih li q(2) and 

Mirâmâr (1967) as well as Sun'allâh Ihrâbim's Tlllu.l ,1I-râ'I(1Il (Il)hl»)'~ ,\rl'I\\ll ~ll(~1 

examples of how !-'omc authon, !-'uccecdcd 111 crcalm!:', ll.')l.t~ th,n ,lit' Iw,cd ,tllll\l\! l'\lllll'l\ 11\1 

the psychological dynamlcs of the charact('r~ :\ lthough th(':-(' \\lll \... -. ~'()11t llllll' !ll 'L'\ l'.ll 

commitment, lt tends to be more dl~L·rl.'et. a~ empha'l'" 1 ... pl.ll't'd lllllhl' dl,lI,ll'lCi -. !tHlllt-'llh 

rather than on h\~ actIons, Phys\.::al plot scel11 ... ln he all11o,t 1I1l'Ilklll,Il ,l' tlll' 1l',tll'\CII(\ ,III.' 

those whlch occur l!1 the \,:haracter\ 1l1lnd S1l11llarly tht:mc' ,II'I'L'.\I Ilhllt' \lIhdUL'd .1' 111\\11 

takes on gre~Her ~1f:nitïc .. lI1ce, yet ph llo,opllll'al conccpt, 1 dalcd [Ill' \ h!L'1l !I.tll ... 1 IllqUI! Il'., 

seem to emerge a'i the themJtic hasl~ of Ihe ... e wnr\... ... SnlllL' lllollh, Illl!.lhh III \fifd!nlil, 

retlect the author's coneem for ~oclall""lIe~, hut generally Ihl' Il\l\l'l ... 1111'\1'111.1 l\llll"! III 

confusion and the lnCapaClty to aet, partlcularly thL' 111l'.lp.\llt\ !1l.1,! ,IU'lllllIllt', Itlll!\t· .... 

ideals as II) the c~,e wlth protagoni,>ts III Al-11~" wll-aUihih :lnd ILIA" .iI f,(I!I1I 1 hl' Il Ill' 

of women In the~e works 11) :-,tIll ponrly dèlinL'd and III~ nltel1 dlttlL'IIl! III dl\lllI~lll,l1lhl' 

author's value.., from lhose of the "OClèty he 1" reprl'\l'Iltlllg ·\I!hllLl~h \\Ol\ll'Il.llè 

sometimes d~pÏ\:led ln way~ [hat l'Ollntl.'r tradHlunalllka" ,ml! "q~.lll\ l' \tl'lt'Illypl·\. \1l111l' 

male authors contInue to overlook the fund,lIl1l'n t;d plohklll-. LI,,'d Il) \\ IHlll'1l 111 Ihl'Il 

society and attnbutl' to their l'l'male character ... ljualIlll'\ Ih.1 t .11 l' ail Il'' 1 III tt'Il Idcllll t Icll \\ III! 

a "femmine nature" 

Notwlthstandmg con!-,ClOll';; and lInCon'>ClOll" Oppo"llion 11\1111 \/.11111\1'" t'!tHlp'" .llld 

Individllals, by the bcglllllmg of the 1970 ... the EgYPllan "'(lel.d, Udllli al .1Ild polllil al 

tradItion.;; had been tIan:-,fonned cOIl'>lderahly SIllL'C Ihe IÏr'>l ljll.tllt'l ot thL' ll'iHIJly, ,1 

process of SOCial change wa~ in operation who,>e dkCl\ l'.ln hl' O!J.,CI \'l'cl III Ihl' i!I()WlIl t' 

roles played by women In Egypuan public !Ife ~~ The cmngl'llCt: 1l/l'I11t' \\llIlll'll tWill 1111' 

J;arÎm and From the l~olatIon of the domc~!Ic "phcre nt aCllvIIy, tllllll\wd Ily 111('11 P,II 1 l.rI 

integration into the poliucal ~y~tem a~ voter'. and fl'prl'\t:nt.tl 1 Vl'\ dL'!lHH1.,lldll' Ihe nlt'nl !I) 

WhlCh women -- partlcularly upper- and mIddk-cl,I ... " womrn haH' "ilL u'cdcd III 

attaining ~ome of thelr objecl1ve~, However, ln 1\)71, the lOIl\!ltllIIOJl, Whll h wa" 

promulgated, repre~ented a temporary regre".,lOn, for 11 .,tate.., ln St:1I11J11 2, "'II/lit: 1 J 111.11 

"the state shaH be re~ponslble for matntJming the balanœ bt.:twl'l'Il \l, 1 Hllall\ dUllt:.., II)Wdld 

the family and her actlVlty in ~oclety as weil a~ mamt,ulllng her equ,lIll}' \\ IIh Ill:lll III the 

fields of pohncal, SOCial, economlC and cultural hfe, Wllhout detnlllcllI t(J the law\ ()I the 

Islamic Shari'a,"5~ If one compares thi.:; ..,ratement wlth that wllllJlot It'!"', W()rTll'1l 

"compatiblilty between her role I!l ~oClety and her duot:" In tht: tamlly ,~,) lound III the 

constltution of 1956 (and later slightly refonned by the Chaner Irl 1%2) Il fl<.:lolJ)e.., lkar 

that although women were ~ucce')~fulill advancIng thclr po..,HIon", the polllH.:aJ kadcr-, and 
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certain ~egment~ of the populatIon lagged behind, clinging to values which prevented the 

'IOClcty from bcmg truly e~ahtarian. Historians 'iometimes account for early proclamations 

of thl~ type, whlch Invoke blam as the guiding force, by referring to the internai political 

context Lcftl\t clement,>, led by 'Ali $abri were challenging the president's authonty,56 

thcrdorc Sâdi'tt ),\'Iued dcclaratlon,> which aime{} at rallymg behmd him the Islamic right 

and othcr antl· ... oClall"t group .... After the symbolic tnumph in the 1973 war had confmned 

Sâdfl(':-. Icgltlmacy lntcrnally, and hls reiatlOm wlth the Umted States and later with Israel 

htTarnc more 1I1t1mate, he dl\tanced him~elf from the radical religlOus forces. The 

important change,> to tht.: Per,>onal Status Law" whlch were lnltlated under Sâdât will be 

l'on\)(.krcd tx:luw 111 detad, but at thi'> pOll1t ln the chronology It should be underhned that 

the amhlv,lIcllce and dCnlur 111 the official di~course of the carly seventIes did no! prevent 

womcn tWill wnllnumg thclr ~truggle for complete equé,llity By 1976 the pereentage of 

woll1cn enrollcd lfI li III ver,> It y had ri~cn to 43.2 per cent of ail student~;57 while on the 

polJllcallevel. wOl11en m:llnt3Ined a pft~~ence in govemment PoS[~. For instance 'A'isha 

R:ïllb and i\nu\ 'Uthmün were named ta the Cabmet ao;; MlnI,>ter of Social Affam ln 1971 

and 1977 re\l)Clllvely; ho",evef, Il 1) not in:-.igniticant that Ihis post had general1y been 

hdd hy WPrJll'1l \Incl' 1962 when N:l'>lr tirst appointed a woman, Dr. I;-likmat Abû Zayd to 

11 'iS Other WO!llell capitallLcd economically on the Opportllnltles offered by the open-door 

pol)(.:y lI11tlatcd ln the 1111lhevcntlcs Indivlduu\ women from the upper and upper-middle 

da,>:-.c~ wen.' able to pl1r~ue thclr business ambItions 10 the capitahst c1imate which was 

ofll'ntl'd along \\'l.'-.(ern con:-.lInlcns( llllcs.59 One study of the lIves of working women 

(1:11111'> thal lOf duc \\()lIlcn: 

The new ecnnomÎc :-.ltuanon has tended to narrow the distance between the 

dOIll:lIn<., nI' wlfc and hllsband. More and more husbands are particlparing 

III the I1wJa!!cnal U'>pecb of the domestic UIlIt. Ttght money supply has 

made It flL'l'c:-.:-.ary for the husband and wife to work out the household 

budget togethcr. t1O 

~LlIly of these economic changes. however. did not have a positive effect on peasant and 

urb,lIl worktrlg-da\s wC'lllcn, who in the face ofrising priees were often forced to seek 

l'll1p!nymcnt ollt~ldc the home to help susrrun the family and at the same dme carry the 

t'110re wcig,ht of the domestic chores. llt 

In the tmd-scventJe~ as Sâdàt moved doser to a negotiated peaee settlement with 

"'rael .tnd to\l.·ard~ ~omplete economic dependenee on the United States,62 a variety of 

~'ontradlct\Ons carne ta the surface. Intemationally Sâdât was approaching the hlgh pomt 
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ofhis career, while intemally the nots in 19ï7 revealed hls lac!- of l'nntrol ,Il home,rd III 

those years wornen, who opposed the status quo for polmc.ll rl'.l~on~. "'UCh:h i'j,l\dl ,Il 

Sa'dâwî, or on religious grounds, such a~ Zaynab ,\1-Gha7~\1\, tl'mied tn Il.IVl' .1 hl\\l\l'd 

impact on the society, whereas women who knew how 10 entel the ~~ \Il'Ill, \\ort...lIlg 

wIthin the conservative and caplt,lll~tl(' fram~work., often \lIl'l'l't'lkd I[l pll1l1lllltng thcll 

careers and businesses through the explouanon of rhclr governllll'nt l'nnt:\\, h,l>I ï hu" III 

1979, when Sâdât's positlOn ~eemed the strongcst \I1tcrnaunn.1I1y \nllp\"n~ Ihl' ( ',Imp 

David Agreements, he was moved, a'l a tactlcal mea\ure 10 hol-.tt'I hl, 1I1t:l~l' .1" .1 Il IIt'I.II, III 

refom1 the Laws of Personal Statll~.f,5 No douht inlernatloll.ll Ppl11l0Jl W,l~ !l1It' ni tht' 

factors that intluenced Sâdât's decislOn 10 alter the law,>; fur WO!11l'11 !L\d \IIll~~kd 

unsuceessfully since the 19405 to bring ahout reform. yet It W~\\ Gilly :\\ Ihe t \ N dCll.\lcd 

International Decade of Women approached lt~ mldpOll1t (h,ll POhtlL'I.IIl\ 1111',~\'pl alld 

throughout the world - began at leas[ <"Yl11bolicaly 10 ad,r1nwledge \\ OIllCI1\ pO Il'IlII.t1 t(l 

influence politics. 

According to the new laws women were guarantced lllllll' l'COlllllnle \l'l'I111ly Ilw\' 

were given the nght ro wor}.. ollrslde the home wtthOlll Ilr,>[ havl\1g thl' pl'nlll\\IOI1 or thclI 

husbands; in cases of divorce, child 'illppon by the hu!'>hand W.I\ m.ltlt:' lIhh).!:t[OIV Il the 

wife retained clIstody, al1mony paymcnh were c.\lcnded for \I;()llll'll who dld nol w.lnl III 

be divorced or who were dlvorced Wllholll Ju\tltiable rea\OIl\, ,md thc m,ln whn dlVOll'cd 

his wlfe ""as forred ro find 'iuttable hOlI',tng for hl'> ex-wlfe If \hl' !-cpt the lhtldrl'Il /1/, 

Some mmor refomlS mdlrectly hmlted polygamy and lIntlateral dlV(llll' 1,7 hllt \l'Vl'Ial 

wornen in parliarnent and feminist~ felt the change\ were not \<Ilt\tactory, altholl).!,h thq 

generally admitted that the new law~ repre\cntcd ,>orne pro~rl'\'> (,K ThnL' Iq!I,>l.ltIVL' 

changes were paralleled by a series of ~tructural altaatlon\ 10 tlle po!ttll',11 \y\lelIl, III thl' 

sarne year thIrty seats ln the Pcople\ A\\emhly were re\erved lor WOllll'll and oll 10<..11 

councils women were enuùed to 10% to 207" panlt:lpatHm h(j It 1\ 111 'I)ortal1t 10 rtllll'lIlhl'l 

that women had been fightlIlg for politlcal representalton ~lIlce the Illiddle 01 tlte lcntul y 

and although these reform'l consututed a ~tep forward - duhlou<" ln \( ,me la\e\ the 

imll1ediate impact was agalO Ilmncd to tho\c women who, due to IhL: Ir \O( I,t! hal kgrol\l1d, 

were in a position to benefit from the econonlH.: ~ccllnty and the pOlllJC.ll "pportlJ/lllIC\ 

They had to be mamed to wealthy men 10 order to take advantage of thc rt)!hl', tl) alllllony, 

child suppon and housmg and generally they had to he educated III onkr to ddend t!tO\C 

rights in coun or hold politieal office, ObVlOU\ly the maJonty of Lgypllan WOlllt:1l dul not 

possess these livIng conditions and were thcreforc only occa.,lonally IOlJt:hed hy the 

modifications. 
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A~ the cultural and econonuc gap widened between the rich and the poor. Islamlc 

values became a pretext for attackmg the govemment and the social order. Young middle 

and lowcr-mlddle-cla\\ men and women have ~upponed the resurgent Islamic rnovernents 

!-'ince the late '>I..'VentIC\, pre~umably \cemg in hlam an alternatIve to the foreign polirical 

~y\tcm,> and ,oeologle,> that have fal!cd to provlde Egypt wnh economic and social 

.,ecufIlY.7° By 19XO the economlc and polwcal situation had become extremely unstable as 

ldti ... t and "tupd,ll11entah~t" grouP\ openly attacked Sâdât's pollcles. mamfestmg growmg 

di,>cnntcnt Sùd[lI rc-"ponded hy attemptmg to \...TUsh the Opposltlon 71 and ln 1981 

wldc\rrcad HlOI\Cnrmnate aITest., were ordered.72 Shortly afterward~ Sâdât was 

a.,\a~"lnatcd and J {u~nî ~1uhârak became the new pre'>ldent 

l;ndcr tht> S:ldüt regllnc, man y wnters, artl'it~ and film makers tumed their attention 

to the tadun:\ nI the revolutlon, mdlrectly and directly partlclpatmg in the de-Nasirization 

of Egypt 01 what 1 ... "omCllrllCS calkd eupheml~tlcally the revolution ofrecnficatlon. They 

p/odul'l'd Wt1r~\ \\hrch atrllcJ at revcahng the t1aw~ ln Nâ~lr's rule and the evils of 

allthplltanan ~(l\er(]l11cllt Thl~ tendency wa" syn~~tomatlc of the self-cntlcal wntmg 

WlllL:h bq~al1 to .\ppl'ar alter the 1%7 defeat. The Rerum ofCvnscwu.\ness (19~4) by the 

.lgUIg Tawfiq al-I J.II-ÎtIl typlfle~ tt1J~ trend. In lt Hakim recounts In autoblographical 

,>nap-.,hoh thl' L'H'nt'> that IeJ to hl~ reevaluauon of the rcvolunon and his aspIrations for the 

Il\.'\t gl'IlCralllln. 

l'l1ere rcrnam,> in front of li ... [hi" gencratlonl only a slOgle perspective and a 

"lIlgie plcture, namely, what the powers of the revolutlon have drawn for 

li" to the açcompaniment of the beur of drum~. They bewHched us with the 

g,lIlIcr 01 hopl'\ that had f;'l~CInJted u~ for a long ume, and they 1l1toxlcated 

li"' wlth the wJne of ",lttaInment" and "glory", and we got so drunk we lost 

t\ nd hl' ~: on t 1I1l1t' ~. 

lin tht' 1950s1 it never passed through my mind thar what Egypt would 

nced t,""enty ycar~ after the revolution was not "return of spirit" but "the 

rt'tum of con:-,clOu~ness". Ir IS a book that 1 my~elf will never wnte .... As 1 

\l'l' It, 11 ha~ to be another \\Tlter l'rem another generation, one who has the 

fft't'dom .1nd la~1- of emotlonal involvement which would enable him to 

mak.1.' a dear t'xamlllatlon and reach a firnl judgement on an era in whlch the 

n.'almes of thtngs were confused to such an extent that certam key words 



and slogans were promoted and used in the opposite sense behmd the 

curtain.73 
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Quite different and more imaginative critiques of the 1960s are found III Mal,ltl1t's al­

Karnak (1974) and lamâl al-Ghîtani's a/-ZaynÎ Bartlkût (197·n Bnth \Vor"" Icvl)lw 

around the brutality characteristIc of military reglmes. but (hey alsn illu-;trate the p:u ado\ 

faced by political personalities as they try to assert thelr hegemnny ovrr a MX'll'ty wlllch 1-; 

continually confronted by extemal forces beyond their control fOlcl"~ Whh:h ultltll.llcly 

have the capacity to maintain or alter the status quo, Il is also dunng the IllId-197()-' that 

Nawâl al-Sa'dâwî wrote the three short novels which will br ~tUlllrd 1!1111~)re dl't.lilill 

Chapter Three, As will be discussed in Chapter Three. her work cnllCl/e\ at vannlls kwh 

an entire socio-political system whlch she descnbes a~ the patnarchal-cla-;~ ~lX'lal 

structure, She endeavours ta lay bare the injllstJce~ of the exi"tlng ~llClal otder and hl'I 

critique reveals itself to be particularly timely 

Although Sâdât's rule came to an end wlth hl~ a" .... assination, hl .... polllicai and 

economic legacy continues to play an important part ln cletcmlltllng pollcy undl'r 

Mubârak.74 In the eighties Egypt fincls Itselfm a quagnmc from whlch 11 will Ilot hl' c;l'.dy 

extracted 75 Mubârak faces growing opposItion internally whde Inlrrnatlonally hl' h"" 

come under pressure from the nation'~ credItors. notahly the Internallonal ~1()nl'I;1I y 

Fund.76 The extensive and violent nots In Calro In 19H61l11l~trate to what l'Xll'nt thc 

situation has remained unstable, During the carly ycar~ of hl .... mandate, ln an altclllpt tn 

accommoda te sorne of the conservatlve elements challcIlgmg Sfldfll\ .... oCtal pol!cle .... , 

Mubârak referred the issue of the Personal Status Law~ to the 1llgh COII .... II 11It\( Hwl COlil t, 

and in 1985, the court mling declared the 1979 amendment~ lIIlCOI1,>Utulloll;!1 Mllbfu i1~ 

apparently worked to reach a compromise between the refonn '>UppOr1l'r,> and Ihe 

conservative~, finally giving in to some of the reaC'ttonary demand .... of the OppO .... 1l1011 77 

An imp",.,-tant alteration was made to the 1979 reroml~, requlflng lhal a W()!llan proVl' III Ihe 

court that her husband's marnage to a second wife would cxpo~e her II) l'1111er !lloral O[ 

material damage,78 For femlni~t~, e~peclally tho<.;e who con\lden:d Sâdftl\ change,> to hl' 

a minimum, this move constituted a major regres~lon on two Ieveh On the OIlC hand, Il 

did nothing pracncally or legally to abohsh polygamy; on the contrary It n:cog!lli'e.d It a,> a 

legitimate right of men. And on the other hand, the new reqlllrement place,> the onu,> on 

women to defend their nghts in a thoroughly patriarchal judlcwl "'y..,tern, lI1..,tcad of 

assuming the responsibility of upholdIng the law. 
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From Sa 'd Zaghlûl to I:Jusnî Mubârak, one notices that neither male politicians nor 

male author ... are generally able to overcome their masculine conditioning, which fixed their 

perceptIon of women ln such a way that they rarely go beyond symbolic gestures in 

<,upport of women\ emanelpatlOn. They may take a stand on occasion, demonstrating 

thèlr de'>lfc ln ddend women'~ nghtc;, on a theoreticallevel but In practice there 1S little 

cVldencc that they are genumcly concemed wJth the application of egalitarian laws and 

pnrlClph: ... 01 1"h.·haVIOllr - - the ",ame can generally be said for North Amencan and 

l':u ropean pol! t1llan... The J)(Nt!on assumed by these men often serves to reveal thelr 

apparent clIltural oJx:n-mmdcdnc:-.c;, but when exammed c10sely it becomes evident that the y 

have a poor lImkr,>tandmg of the rcal problems faclOg women and tend to disregard the 

hl"torJC pollucai and l'lonomic factors whlch lie at the base of contemporary sexism. 

The I11I,>cnnccplion lhat there eXlst~ an essential femll1ine nature dl~nnguishing 

WO/llcn\ c!Ilollonal, Intellec[ual, moral and 'ipintual constitution from that of men is a 

pnmary theme III patn.lrchal dl'.cour:-.es As long as male VvTlters, polinclans, professors, 

etc. pcr~I!-'1 III dctïmng Vvomen accordmg to this culrural notIon, they wIll nO[ be able to 

repre~cnt or relate tl) womcn ln a ju'.t manner. Indeed, lt IS often in politlcal stat~ments and 

work ... of htL'falun: that patnarchy I~ able to camouflage ltself mo~t effectIvely. Poli tics and 

L"Ultllll' thu ... IIltcract havmg a dIrect effect on the status of women. As feminists in the 

Th lr(J W()r Id and ln the lndll~tnah2'ed world have regularly pointed out, in order to effect 

!-'1~I1IIll'ant l'hangc li) the <;Ül'lal, pohtlcal and legal systems which are fOllnded on 

p.ttll,llcll.ti attlllldc ... , the Icadcr~ - - cultural and polirieal- must assume an unambivalent 

pO"lllon dlrccted tow;!l(h the radical transfonnatlOn of women's status. For Arab-Muslim 

Il.tUOn~ Il woulll ent,lll a m'IJor dcparture from the Qur'ân as a source of ieglslation on 

rcr t.lIl1 lll"llcr~ and the openmg up of cultural practices WhlCh would allow men and 

WnlllL'1l III he hhcratcd t'rol11 the gender-based definitions that dictate their roi es in society. 

l:g ypll:\n leader" havc !11oved only superficiatly ln this dlrectlOn; therefore they have not 

"'lI~'l'ccdl'd III dnmg away wuh the p,ltnarchal ~tructures which prt:v..t,l in Egypt today. In 

I1P way doc ... thls IInply that Egypt, or for that matter any Thlfd World country, should ape 

Nllrth Amellran or EUlOpean nillural nonns, rather Arab societies need to arrive at politiea! 

solutlon:-. \\hlrh du Ilot undemllnc the positIve material, mtellectual and social traditions of 

thelr culture, \\hlle al the sallle time giving women the nght to participate equally with men 

III rhm,e very :-.ame [radUlOl1s. 
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Chapter Two: Patriarchal Notions and Institutions 

Although sexism in Western and MIddle ra~t ~OCletIeS C\ple\\l':-' ~l·I1l'I.llly 11ll' 

same underlying prejudices against women. lt dt1es not IlcL't''i:-.anly haw Ihl' :-'.HIll' 

perspective nor is lt always pronounced Hl the ~atl1e tenns,7l) 1 lowl'\'l' ( . \\ h.lIl" l'Olllll1tlll 

to these socienes is the eXIstence of cultural dlscour'il'~ \\ 111 dl crea[e .llld dl'!lIll' .1Il 

"essential feminme nature," WhlCh l~ III turn u~l'd to ra[Wnah7L' the "lIhllllilll.lIl' Pll\llhlll nI 

women in patnarchal SOClenes, Ltke IllO'it fenmll,>t-;, al-Sa'dâwlldu[l'" [hl' l'llll\'t'Il[IIlIl.1l 

and ahistorical belief that women's statu,> ,>tCl11~ from [helr OIOIOgll\l1 m.\I. .. l'lIl'. ,md 1'> 

therefore natural and etemal, Ilot subject ln ..,oclal, cultural or pO!lIll'allllt1m'llù'" \\ lllk 

alludmg to criucal studles 10 the socIal and natlilai '>cu:ncc ..... :1i-Sa'd.Î\\\ al gue'. Ihai "I[ 1'> IlIl 

longer possible to rnamtam that there i:-. ~lI('h a thmg ,h an lf1tnn~ll' hUlll:tn n.lll11l' Ihal 1'> 

stable and unchangeable,"8o She aftïnm: 

These new thoughts are showmg thelr strength, Ihclr IUl'ldlly alld lheu l'.lp.h .. lIy ln 

counter more and more cffectlvely tho~e outdat~d l'OI1l't'pb .1Ihi :dc.l'> 111.11111'>1'>[ (lii 

the fundamental, unchangcable nature of WOIlll'Il, a n:l[llIl' Whldl Illlpml'\ Ilptlll 

them servIce in the home, and chdd hcanng and rl'ann/;!, and ollly ,lllow,> [helll Itl 

fuI fi Il themselves as mothers and Wlve~, and lO tind happlJll'~'I III glVIllg huth III 

children,81 

Nevertheless the erroneous acceptance of the concept of il femlllinc nature rl'maln ... a mal()f 

obstacle to radical SOCIal change in the Middle East a'l weil <1'> Hl thc Wc .... t 

In the following pages l WIll bnetly addre~~ ~omc gcneral lj ut: .... t 1011\ rollL'CrIlIn!! Ihl' 

production of the concept of a feminine natllre, liS maintenance and Ih t'fIClÎ'> 1l11' l hapll'l 

is divided into three parts. The first part deal'), on a theorctlcallevel, wlth ,>()ual and 

psychological mechanisms which contribute to and su\!,un worncn\ Opprn\IOli lrI 

virtually all patnarchal socieues, The ~econd part explorc~ ,>omc 01 Ihl~ ljlJ;t!llll'), Iltl'lIle', 

and sources of the tenacity of palriarchy 111 the Middle Ea,>t hnally, 111 thl' Ihml pan, hy 

referring abundantly to testimonies by Egyptian women and to .... tudlC'> 011 worllt:l1 Il) thL: 

Middle East, 1 try ta evoke more concretely dlfficulllC) faced by WOlllcn ln Egypl 

Examples are given ta illustrate how vanou') patnarchal In ,>UtUtJorl) L(Hllml wornen\ Ilvc,> 

and the limited possIbiiities of escapmg thelr control. 
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1. Patriarchy and Feminism 

Prevlou~ly 1 have employed the terrn patriarchy assuming, possibly incorrectly, 

Ihal ÎI~ mcamng IS undcr~tood. However, before continuing, it would be appropriate here 

10 ddïne exaclly what IS mtended when 1 refer ta a society as patriarchal. Slmply, 

palriarchy 1\ a type of ~oclal organizatlon characterized by male domination of the major 

cultural, relIgioll), legal, econonllc and pohtical institutions, male supremacy in the family 

and the tracing of dc\ccnt through the father. Not ail patriarchal SOCletIes possess these 

charal:l~n~tH:'> 10 the ~ame extent nor 1S thelr presence alway~ mamfested in the same 

manncr. Nevenhele ...... , It remains true that in mosr societles of the modern world men 

continue to m0l1opoli7c the mo~t pre~tigious, the most economically lucrative and the most 

powerful pO\lllon .... 

What afC the means by whlch pauiarchy succeeds in maintaining its hege,mony? 

What arc thc llllllt, of its power? Why do women generally seem to submit to Its "laws?" 

Llkc ail otha lonm of ~x)\.wr, pa tri arch y produces and perpetuates institutions in arder to 

con:-.ohdatc It~ ha,c. The 1110st extensive patriarchal institutIon in a given SOCIety 1$ the 

,tale, wh lie the mo~t confmcd IS the family. Between these two extremes one finds a 

vallely ot 1I1~t1111110nS, such li:-' the judlciary, the "clergy" and the mtlltary, ail of which are 

Il1'ItrUll1ent~ of authonty ln general and instruments of patriarchal authority In parncular. 

l'hl' major patnan:hal in~tltutlons are mamtained by and mdeed are slmultaneously the 

agents of lh~c()lIrse ... , WhlCh produce, reinforce and legitImize their power. Michel 

Foucault analysed In depth the rnutual relation between power and discourse. In one of his 

lectures he ~tates. 

II ln a ~<xiety such as ours, but basicaily any society, there ûl'e manifold relations 

of power whlch penncare, characrerize and consticute the social body, and these 

rclatloll~ of power cannot themselves he established, consolidated nor implemented 

withOlit the plOductlon, accumulation, circulation and functioning of a discourse. 

There ran be no possible exerClse of power without a certain economy of 

discourses of truth which operates through .md on the basis of this association.82 

Discourses arc composed of Ideas, statements and texts which are generally 

thought to contain the "trllth." Each institution articlilates a discourse which is specifie to 
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it; the judiciary has a legal discourse, the clergy possesses .. religlolls liJ~Ù'lIr!\e, eh.' 

Within these various discourses one may, however, encounter the d.lhorallllil nI' thl' 

identicalobject. For instance, in the Middle East as 10 the We~t, Ihl' d'\l'Our\t'!\ 1)11 

femininity expressed 10 the laws, literature and re IIglon corn:\[X'nd ,lIld Ihl'\ rl'IIIIPIl'l.' l'.Il'l1 

other. Unul reeently, most canot1lcal rellpoll\, legal and lItera!")' Il'\!\ ('\'oh .. ! klllllllllll\ 

as though it were a statie faet of nature,83 Aceordmg tn mo!\t p.lInarrh,tl dl\COlll"C\, 

irrespeetive of the field, fermninity IS charal'teri7(~d hy a vanety ot p~yl'lh\ln~I~"ll, mn!.11 

and intellectu<ll traits whleh are regardcd as ne\."essal)' l'on\eque!1ù'" ot hlol\\gll,'.ll Ir.lI1\ 

The most familiar qualitIes assoClated wlth femimnny 111 palnarch,ll dl .... l'lllll\C\ .Ill' 

irrationality ("women are emotional"), lack of crcauvlty ("women alc not gre,lI ,Jrtl\h, Ihn 

always copy men"), passlvity and weakne~s ("wornen are vulnerable .\Ild Ilt't'd Illen 10 

protect and lead them"), a lesser de grec of morahty ("woll1cn con lIpt Illl'Il .ml! call\C ch.ln\ 

in the SOCial order "), the list goes on. 84 U~L1ally at the mot of lhl'~l' '>tCll·ot\ pl'lI /lotion .... 

lies the behef that women are tntellel'tually lIlfenor tn mt'n 111 .... ln\...lIlg l'ontra\( \1,.'llh thl' 

presllmed femirllne nature, the dIrect ImplIcation lS that mell aIl' ralIona!. l rl·all\'\'. \tlllllg. 

morally upright and of course more Intelligent. Through Ihe u)[l\talll rl'llCLlllnn lit Ihe 

qualities of the "feminme nature," the '\upcnor ~tatll'\ of I11CII 1 .... L'Olltlllll,tlly IIphdd .ll1d 

justified, ln other words. 1 am argllIng, a~ ha,> been argul'd helnrc IllC, Ihat "kllllllllllly" 1" 

ideologieally produced in patnarchal dl\cour ... es and con .... lIlulc .... tltl' e ...... l·rlll,tlllIt .. lIl\ hy 

which patnarehy designates the Other. JlI~t as, (0 u,>c Edward Sard\ won!", "Ihl' (>r relit 

was Orientalized" through a history of We:-.tern dOlllma!HH1,X5 WOIl1I'Il h,IVl' Iwcnj{'lfIllll:/'ri 

through a history of male oppreSSIOn, 

One should not overlook the complexIty of thc con!'>truct of kJl1lllllllty Ilot II) 

mention other social and racial discur~ive eonstructs Rh Patnarchal dl \l'Oll! ... l· ... ddï lit: 

femininity, and out of the defimtion emerge vanous ~oclal ... tcrcotypc"', oltell vllryllig ltOIll 

culture to culture, It is not uncommon t0 find oppo~JIlg '>tcn::olypC\ III Ihe "'~1lI1l' d ..... CIlI ... IVl' 

construct. For exarnple, the general femllline nature as dcfined tn li glwn CUltllll' lIl,tY 

include both an Immoral per~ona (the pro,t1tUIC, the wltch, the treacheroll .... lover, dl ) ,11l1! 

a saintly persona (the mother, the virg~n, the martyr, etc) X7 ') he cl tee 1 ot thl) lyp<.: ul 

manichean opposItion IS the elimmation of the nuance,> of mdlvlduallty, wilde allhl' ..,.lIllt' 

lime accounting for the different behavlOur of women by pu!'>hlllg lhem ln olle pole or Ihe 

other. In fact, the coexistence of two oPPo'lite 'itercclype ... 111 (,ne gcneral 110111111 of 

femininity is necessary to control the reality that thcrc are women who c ... capl' tht 

prescribed feminine ideal: therefore they mu)t be stlgmati7ed a ... "bad" A c1a ...... rc lllcan,> of 

overeoming the faet that women aet mtellIgently Î'i to collap ... e thclr HlIt:llrgencc mIl) a 
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"'PCCIC.., of Immorahty: "women are crafty and nO[ to be trusted" This kind of stereotyping 

(oppo,>cd (0 (he femmine Ideal which mclude'l subservlence to men) also serves to mask 

the tact that mtelllgent maneuvenng ln a hldden manner is actually the only means 1eft to a 

d()!lllnatcd group, depnved of real power, and seekmg to improve Jt.., condHlon, In 

gcnc:raJ, the aHn of ,>tcreotyplf1g IS to erase the multiplicity of women's IdentltIes, to create 

the 1Ilu<,lOn that there eXI~h one Ideal and "truer" femimne nature (Ideal for men's profit) 

and It\ L'ounterpart, a depraved femmine nature, 

r n 010.,1 patnarchal ~OCICtlC\ dl\COLlr'le~ on women are so effectIve ln their diffuslOn 

of L"ùcntlali'lt and :,CXI'It notiom about wornen that il IS not uncommon for mdlviduals 

whmc rol!llcal cnn..,çIOU'lne~~ IS suffielently eJevated to object to raeism and te denounce 

the L' xploltatJoll nf the workmg clas,>, ~tlll to maintam patnarchalldeas about women and 

!tIL'lr fOie" III \OL'IL'ty xx Thc~e IndivldllUI.;; are virtllally bhnd to the faet that "femlllmity" is 

a ...:u!tlllai l'IlJl"tlllL'L man-made m the tme~t sense of the teml. Thu~. Lt seems that 

p.llI larchal dl\rour<,e.., are cxtremt.:ly efficIent and persuasive Thelr content IS often 

.tll'l'pll'd wtthout que,>lIon. a,)~lmllng a natllralnes~ whlCh seeps mto the unconSClOllS of 

mell and women 

1\<, ~l'('n ahoVL', vanOll\ mstitlltlOns perpetuate the drscourse on feminmity, but 

prohahly the Jl1o..,t Imp0l1ant locus of 3rtIculation, the context wherein feminine stereotypes 

are rrofoundly lodged ln the unCOn'lClOlI'I and accepted as Nature, is the famIly,89 It IS 

lll<tlllly in thl' tan1l1y (hat chtldren ll1tl'rtonze the prevailing ideas abolit "masculimty" and 

"kmll1!1Hty," throug.h the (hfferent education and responses they receive according to thelr 

gl'llder i\.tany kl11l11I"",l)(l have Illu~tratcd how hables are treated differentl)' dependmg on 

tllL'lI gendl'r and h.IVe dl~L'llSSed the ~omenmes ~ubtle conditioning that renders girls 

1~>"'lllLllt' and boy" ma.\(·ll!t/l(!. In confomlmg to the non11S associated wIth thèlr gender, 

young. gIrl,> and boys are mevitably and often unconsdously agents for the preservation of 

tht' domlllant dl'lL'Olll:-'t':-., whlch may in effect operate agamst the mtere~ts of those who 

,ll'l'l'!H thelr :-t.Hernents as tnIlh'l One of the greatest achievements of patriarchy is the 

Ih)rn1,llIt,!tlOll of "Oclety accordmg to gender, the widespread adherence of wornen and 

II1l'f\ ln .... (X·I.1l law;; .1I1d rules 0; behavior which conrinually reinforce the distinctIon 

bel\\ l'en 11I.lk~ and kmales, 

'l'hL' ~nl.'lal \.:ondwonlllg WhlCh produces so-called nonnal girls may also he 

.\çl..·pmpallled hy more traumanc processes which alm at reinforcing different aspects of the 

fclllll1llll' nature, For H1stanct', scxual abuse In Nonh America and clitoridectomy in Egypt 

are IwO OhVIOU!'I fonn~ of aggresslOn which pârticipate In the socialization of man y women 
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in their respective cultures, These arts may be rûndemned by ~OlÏt·ty. hUllhe IXlwl'r of 

patriarchal discûurses on female sexuality Pi capable of r.uionahllng and mlnlmllin~ IIIl' 

most heinous attacks against women, Moreovcr. the th,(,üllt~c\ m,lY ntlt'n \Ut'ù't'l.l \Il 

convincing women that they are re~ponslbk for the lllme~ pe;-pclrdtcd .\).!,lIl1\t thl'lll <)1 

The mûst far-reachmg con:-.cquences of the patnarch.ll li I\l" HH \l' 1\ (lIl'l'l\d\' Ih 

capacity to psychologically alienate womcn. That I~ 10 ~ay, the dl\COllr\c\ ,Ibtlil~ 10 

infiltrate the psyche ofwomen makmg them accept the patnalchal dcllflllllHl 01 kllllr1Ullty 

Often women unconsclOusly confonn to the wuy p,HfI.m:hy tkPllï\ tl)l'm. lUI Il l', 

extremely difficult ro escape the socialtzalion wlllch heglll., III 1111'.111\.. ~ \!Il(l'Il\l'1. WOIlll'11 

who do reject the detïnitions impo~eJ on them and IC~I-;t th l' condllcl n.pù·lcd ,II Ihelll. 

striving to surmount the alienatIor. and the 'iubJugatiun of lhclr gl'lldCI ,lit' Ullllwlltl'd hy 

society in general and the dommant ln'liitution., nf palnarl'hy 111 pal\ll'll1.1I 

Feminist movements are a ma]orchallcnge ln the patn:lll'ha! ,,\11.'1,11 olliel 111 oiller 

to curtai} the effects of different femlnt\I11-;. the agt:nh 01 pair I,m:hy Il',,! Ifl tn ,>Il'Il'tltypc.: ... , 

seeking to dlscredn femmbrs, For m,my feml!ml~. tenll nt ,>rn l'an gCIll'1 ally lw dd IIlcd ,1., 

the awareness that women arc dl~cnmll1alt:d ag,un,>t, and .\ ~tlh\l'qllLIlt dC\l1l' 10 llll1l'l'llhat 

Injustice. Simllar 10 the general con.,truct of Ihe fcrl11nlllC Idt,d, Ihe JWfll'(1l101l\ wllllil 

circulate about fernmbm tend to he contradlctory 

On the one hand. Ihcre I~ a tendcncy al1long enlIe" 01 fl'Illllll"t IIlOVl'!I1l'llh 10 

represent the nurnerous dIstinct currents a-; though they fonn a mUllullllllL' group, 

suggesting tha! there is lia femimst rheloric" e~poll..,inll "a femInI"1 Idco!ogy" dC'>Cllhl'd a.., 

doctrinaue. This narrow Vlew is sa prevalent ollblde of femirml Lïfek" Ihal for l11any 

people, to refer to an mdlvldual as a femJnI<;t lTllmcdtalely COlljlllt\ up .\ Ill'~atlv\.: Imagl' 

Feminists are regularly pigeonholed as fru:-.trated. aggrc'>~Ivc W0111l' 11 who h.lll' ml:ll, and 

their criticisms (of society) are labelled a., "propagandl,>ttc" and dl'>IllI,>,>ed wlIh()IJI 

receiving any seriolls attention.92 Often adjective~ arc add~j 10 lurthcl evoke Ihl: Illlage ot 

a woman gone mad; for example, the common phra,>c "rahld "-:1111111\l" 1'> \111\ !llll Il) IN' 'il 

This reductive attitude betrays the ~exI)m of those to whoIn Il helong., Il 1\ \.:"''''t"ntrally the 

view of individual~ and groups who ocnefit -- or who Ihm!.. they helld Il fr()fJ1 a "m lai 

order which places women under men. Ir IS an ObVIOU~ dcfencc of patnan..hy whlCh 

reinforces sorne aspects of patnarchal dl.,COUf\Cr., for, at the IXt'>t: of thl\ Vll'W, ()!)\.: "l'n\l''> 

the sexist notion that "all women are the ~ame," and through perver.,e analogIlICa\WlIllg, 

it allows for the conclusion that ail femtnlr.,ts are the )amc 1 Jowever, IcTllllll\1ll 1., !l!)1 an 

ideology. It does not possess a defined Ideological framework, nor 1'> Ihert: a urHvcr\ally 



'-

( 

25 

rccogmzed manJfe~to of femmilim. Feminism has no founder nor did il originale in a 

partlcular hl,>tonc or geographle context. In faet, one might argue that women's resistance 

in variou, foml" alway!-' coexiq, with patriarchy, that is , wherever and whenever men 

dominatc wornen, worncn wIll re"'l~t through diffcrent strategIes. Therefore, not only is it 

... exI ... t tn ~pcak of femim ... m a.., a monohthiç movement, but lt is also historically and 

",oclologlcally 1 naccurate. 

On the othcr hand, the "iecond commonly held perception of feminism opposes the 

flr ... t and C.lIl bc encountered In statements refemng ro disagreements among femmlSts, 

whICh arc Interprctcd J'I indIcations of a lack of logic and consensus. People who hold 

thl'> VICW u'>c thnc (livcrgencc~ as an excuse for reJecting a11 feminist propmItions. Herein 

Ile" the contradlL'tlon, fcmlrllo.,m 15 cnllclzed erroneously as being ideologIcally closed and 

hOlllogcnl,.'ou\ and at the ~ame ume, ~omctimcs by the ~ame individuals, l[ 15 slandered for 

Ih helero!-!l'flclty 'JI Thc dlver'\ity in femml~t theones stems partlully from the faet that the 

fl',tlllll'\ of \\"olllcn\ hw" are extrcmely dIverse. The absence of a femimst onhodoxy 

allllw\ krnll1l~h to elaborate a va~t Ilumber of mdependent theones for deahng wlth 

\nlo.,m, wllJ(:h 1" 1t\C"lf p()lym(lrpholl~, varying from one hl~toncal epoch to the .next, from 

one cJa~~ 10 the next, and t'rom one culture to the next. 

Il. !latri.u·chal Idc()I()~y in the Middle East 

WOlllcn n:rrc~ent approxInlê.uely tïfty percent of the Egyptian population. 

Althnugh thc C\.pencnccs of Egypl1an women may differ depending on nurnerous 

\ all.lolt· ... , "'Ild) a .... \()L'lal class, place of residence, religion and level of roucation, it is 

p\' ...... lhk to de<;\.Tlhc a gcnerahzed ~tate of male dommanon. Regardless of their wealth, 

rdul..',H1un, pl,hlICIi po:-.itlon. per~onal relatIon-; and commltment 10 change, women 10 

F~\ pt .lppC,\l tCI he: contlllually confronted wüh thetr 5ociety's sexual dlscrinunation. The 

pl'r\'a!\l\'l'IH:~'" of patnarchal attltudc~, practlces and institutions prevents women - even 

Ihn~l' \\ ho 'cern 10 hc l'rel' of traduional fonns of male authcnty (father, husband, brother, 

rll'.) - l'rom altallllllg the qllahty of freedom enjoyed by most men. This IS also nlle in the 

WC!\t hut pt'rh,lp' to a ~lightly ks~er degree. The faet Thar men in Egypt still possess 

~ig!1lfl'ant Jcgal nghts whiçh are not accorded to women indicates unequivocally the 
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qualitative difference between the status of men and women, ln sptte of "1l111~ nf Ihe kgal 

and social changes which have takcn place the majority of wnmen arc only \Upl'rtll'Ially 

touched by these changes: 

People look at social change in a country like Egypt and !\ay tilt' \\h~)k 

society is changing, ThIS l~ not truc, It IS more appl..',lIance th,1I1 Il'.lhty 

The reality is mine and that of thom.and of WOlllcn ltl-.c Illl' v. ho h.l\ t' IX'l'n 

educated and yet stjlllive in the Dark Agt'~ It 1" the fault of thl' \ll\.'ll'ly, 

which treats change at the \urfaœ and not at the lcvd or b.\'ll' valul" It 1\ 

aH right for women to vote and get edurated and ~o t'olth, hut Il 1\ Ilot ,Ill 

right for them to have control over their own pnvate IIw\ "" 

This woman's comments illll~trate the unfortunatc tn/th t11.\l. de~plte ,onal rd'ollll, 

Egyptian women continue to be l'on\tr:tmed hy a ~y"tcm nf (pau lan:hal) valllt", 

In sorne ways one can VICW Egypuan ~lX:ICly ;\\ a g\lod 1",\ll1pk III .\ "da\\I"" 

pamarchy: that 1S. lts expressIons of ~eXI"J11 have Ilot b~cn dl.lIllatll .. llly Il.11l\lonlll'd III 

significantly adapted to hide the ObVIOll\ dl \LTIIll III J! IOIl, and thl'I dOIt' Oll\' l.lIl :.1I11 

observe without great dlftïcul ty Jl~ foundauon" and et ftTh III Ill,my Llll'l\ ot t .t',ypt 1.111 

women's lives, Egyptian patriarchy dœ'\ not PO'\I::'" \ume Il! (hl' "Ilblk and dll\IVl' 

qualities present In Western patnarchal discour\c,> and lrl\tltlttl()l1~ J [OW\'\ l'l, Olll' \hould 

not assume that, beCâusC Western patnarchy l' Iluanccd, th,lt WOllll'1l III thL' We\1 L'llIoy 

equality with men. They encounter fonn~ of \cxual Jl\lTltnlnallOll wl\l!,:h are !l()! 

necessarily present in Middle East o;ocictics and arc confrollll'll wlth hl)!hly r .!fl'! Il'd 

possibly more resihent - articulatIOn, of ~eXI~ll1, The "rc!ïnclllcnt" o! \t\J\1ll III the WC\l 

is the result of an ongoing proce~s of ~ocial and p'>ycholnglcal tran\t()IIIl,ltll)J1\ Wlill Il hl'Ip 

to maintain its "invlsIble" character. In other word\, \CX1"m ln the Wc',t ha" had (0 

bccome more discreet becau~c people bccamc more COIl\ClOU" ni JI, lIotahly tlll()ll)!h thc 

scholarship offeminists who have continually tncd to expo'ot: thl' JllJlI\tltC\ 01 p.ltll;lIchal 

socialorders, Sexism in any society l'an he \t:t:n <l\ a VIrlI\ mtculIlg the \1)(.I,tl body, 

capable of mutations when th~ cnvlronmcnta1 rondi tlon\ arc nu longcn ()!ld llLl Vl' to 11\ 

existence. If the environmcnt becomc') "uftïclcn tl y ho\ttlc 1 t may tx:CorllC l' X III Il t ln 

Egypt, feminists have not yer been able [0 rally the ~uppon rH':CI.~..,\ary to provokt..: radlL.al 

changes in social attitudes and the total abandonmcnt of archalC patn.lIch.d practll..t.:", 'oucl! 

as polygamy and clitoridectomy. 
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Contrary to popular behef, WhlCh holds that femimsm is a product of the West and 

wa\ cxponed 10 the Middle Ea"t, 1 would suggest, as has been suggested by others who 

have "tLJ(l!ed the quc"tlon,96 !ha! women's orgamzed reslstance In the ~1iddle Ea<;t and in 

Egypt ln pamullar ha~ tndlgenoll~ root~ datll1g back to the 19th century or pos~lbly cven 

carlicr. I:XP0'>llfC 10 We~tern ,>oclal cw,toms and exchanges WIth European and :'\onh 

Arn~n('an wOnJcn In the carly 20th century may have encouraged Egyptlan women and 

rClntorced lhen a"'pmlt1on'>, but Il would appcar hl~torically ImpreCIse to regard thelr 

.... truggk· a.., merdy a con,>cqut'nce of forelgn mfluence, e~peclally If one con~lders the 

hO,>llhty of the EgYJltlan womcn'~ movement to Ilnpenahsm By arguing that Egyptian 

worlll'n\ tk:--Irc\ and effort ... to acquire equal nghts do not have indigenous ongins, one 

IInplll''l Ih,lt they ra ... ~lvcIY ~u(cllmbed to Western propaganda and cultural impenahsm. 

111,>tOllcal a ... opp\)-;ed tn es ... entlah~t research "how,> that where there IS oppres,>ion, lt is 

gCrll'lally (If no! aJway\) accompamcd hy vanous fomls of resl~tance which emage 

'>P( 111t.lIll'Ull ... ly .~()hody would cIaHll that Blacks 1Il South Afncan are revolnng ag:llnst 

thl'Ir O(lpll''''''11 Hl lllllqllCly under the llltluence of antI-apartht'id group'" ln Europe and ~orth 

Âl1ll.'rll"l. 1 Iowewr, mOVtnlCnh of rebellion are often mampulated and dlstorted In 

hl\lIl1lcal al·COllIll., ln ordcr 10 lx11\rer the oppre\~or\ legiumacy. And rebellions by 

WOIlll'1l have Plob,lhly been cra,>cd ennrely l'rom the hi-;toncal records to create the 

1I11(1Il' ... .,1011 [hal Ihl're ha., never heen a threat ta the ~tatus quo. Thus, cultural anci 

hl ... lPllcal LIL't ... are turned 11110 nalur,ll phenornena. 

A., \va~ Illll\trateJ in Chaptcr One. fl'mInlst movements 111 Egypt have been 

no! ll'l'.lhly :IL'lI ve ~lIlce the lx'gllll1!ng of the 20th century, during which ume they 

III 1 IUl'IlL'L'd pnlItll'al ewnts and kgal reform Nevenheles~, the efflcaclty of the women's 

lllllWtlK'nh W,I" 111 ':;011K' re\pel't.:; hllllted by çololllali~m 97 Middle East nationahsms­

gCIll'lally the flglu ,1.l!all1~t \\'e~tl'rn domInation --- have complex and conuadictory 

IL'I,IIIOn.,hlp" wilh the wOlllen'~ movemenlS. Somet1lnes the natlOnahSls, In panicular 

v ... hl'Il Iqm''''l'Iltl'J hy the \VI'\lern-cdueated bourgeoisie, pay hp service to the demands of 

\"OIlll'Il, l'lll'llUr.lging them to par1lcipatc in the nationali~t ~tnIggle untii indcpendence is 

~\I.:hll·\'cd. al \1,.'hKh tllne the nationahsts often neglect thelr commitments to women.98 

rhC'l' Il.llll)l1,tll\h often rcproduœ Western se'dst attItudes, fusmg them with Arab sexism. 

Olhl'f r-.Ilddk }'a"t llatlonali~lll:-' have ocen ba~ed on the revalonsauon and reaffImlauon of 

ISl:tlllll' 11[llh:lpk~, notably tho~e wllK'h concem women. In this case, the [eminist struggle 

I~. oftl'Il ~l1glJl,ulli.'d by equ<ltll1g l[ \vlth wcstcmizatlon,99 In bath fom1s of nationalism, 

~el..'lllar ,md l1t'l n-"'l'l'1I1ar, WOIlll'n are gencrally asslgned an inferior social status, Most 

Ar.lb ~I,ltl'''' h,1\ c mallltaillcd the a~pccts of hlanuc law which deal with marriage, divorce, 
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inheritance rights. child custody and oth~r i"sues touching Ihe 1 iVl', nI \\ l'ml'll F ~\ pt 1',11 h 

in the mid-range between progressive and rea~:nonary states in thl\ rl',!'ç,,'( lt ,hll111d bl' 

noted that while other areas of law, such as crimm,ll, COnlllll'rl..'l.I1 .1tId \'1)(\'tllUltlll\,III.I\\, 

are usually allowed tO evolve accordlng to national or Int~l11.\tJl)n.!l PIL'\\\I1l",. 1.111111\ 1.1\\ 

and the Law of Personal Status are unl'omprol1ll'.lllgly protei.'ted h\ 11.1,l1tl(lI1.III\(\ .ll1d 

others whooften refuse any alceration to the Islamll' de('rL'L'~ nn the,l' Ill.lItCI\, \l'h tl\l"l~ 

invoking the Immurable character of the Qur'tin. ln polltu.:,!1 dl'tl.llt'\ il! Il' ).'.,111\ \\11'1'\ II t, 

secularists have sometimes used the "women\ qUC~tIOIl" a'> .1 ".Klllll'l,d \II !L'llng III (l!dl'I 

to satisfy traditlonalists' demands. 100 

Since sexism l1su~ùly cran~cend:-. idcolnglL'al onentallllll .ll1d l'an hl' l'IlU 11IlHl'! cd 

among the nghr as weIl as among the Idt. m al11i.'ulattoll Il'nd\ III .l'>'>llllll' \1111l1.1l tllll\\\ III 

the various polnical di~cour~e:" ln the ~ ... 1!ddlt: Ea"t. t\\() thL'llh"" .11 L' P:\lltlUI.II h llllpllI t.\III 

in the political diSCOllf';es on WOIllL'1l The themt' nf the l..'olllpkJIIt'IlI:IIII\' 111 ~i'Jldl'l", h,t"I'tI 

on the e:.sentIalI~)[ notion [hat men 11<)\"e"" l'L'l1am qU.IIHIl'\ Iltll tll he tltlllld 111 \\llllleIl d!\(1 

lack other qllalwcs which are CXl'lll'>lvdy tcl11IIlIIlC. 1 t'l'lll" n:).'.ltl.lll \ 111 l'"ltlll. .11 dl" \ 1\'.\\ Ill'" 

of women\ roles In ~oClety. In an amck on thl' 111odt'\ty and \l').'.lq~,I\llll1 Ikh,tlt' III 1 J'\ Pl, 

Valerie 1. Hoffman-Ladd qllotc~ ,>cvcral author.., \\ ho t'laho!.ltt' thl' lllfllpll·I111'fll.lIlly III 

genders theme: 

One author contra~t., [he i,:haractcn"t1l''i ut IIlt'll alld WIHlll'1l III lhl\ 

way: "[The 1 man ri"e~ 10 mect the hurden" of lik wlll1 rl'''1 lllllllHI .tntl 

strength, with wlsdom and clcvernc», Wllh patleJlce .Incl t or!w,trarlL L', \\ Itl! 

cunning and endurance. IThel wom:lll mech lIte \'vlth èltU\IW L'II1I)llO!h,.J 

clearconsclence, and a pure hcaI1 "., Repeatedly \talt.:d III the Ilt~'I.tlll!Ç 1\ 

that women should not )cek ln 1111 role., that .Ire ctlnttary Il l Ihi'if L le,l[ed 

nature (jitra): "Men's mind" are more perfect, Illen ale lllllle 1.11 'df'hlL'(1. 

more resolute, and strongrr llH::-y are, JlO dOl/hl. hettl'r aillé III 1;II.l' IlIt' ;11](1 

aH its difficulties and many vanou') problclll'i "101 

According to the two authors cited by Hoffrnan·Ladd, men art' more Illlelll)..!l'T1t, \lmll,l!l'r 

and more prepart"d forlife oUblclc tht.: home than WOr1lcn, WflCl\é "nllllll,tI LI Hl\tlllltIOI1" 

equips them for domestlc life. Thu), the logle ot thc"c argullll:flt" t!!vt'" 'Ndy ln thL' 

followmg conClUSIOn: nature ha~ dcterrmned the )()Çlul mit:) of lllcn and \l,'llllH'n, "lH.1l th;ll 

women provide men wlth thelr emotlonal and dome..,uc need.., \\ hile rlll:n )!O oUI Jill!) thé 

world to face the challenges of IIfe, whKh arc ,>upp(»cdly mort.: UlJl/.-'nIO\J'> wllh Ihen 

masculinity. The twO gcnder!:. arc, thcrcforc, ln perfcct hannony, (>lIt.: lorllpkl1lellttng the 
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other. Clearly thi\ vision of the social order Icaves no room for women to explore 

pos~ibIlitie~ out~ide of marnage. 

29 

The ~econd common theme ln the Middle Eastern discourses on women is 

en<.:ap~ulated ln the "equal-but-differem" myth which, llke many aspects of sexist 

diM,:our~es, trie~ to hide the truth of dlscnmination against women. One Muslim man 

made the folJowmg remarks concernmg Islam\ eqUIty when dealing with the nghts of 

men and women: 

,bUlh IMu,.,lIm men and Muslim women] enjoy ('quaI rights, but as a 

praclical mca.'lure, man IS given prece(ience over woman in certain 

matter... a" whcn two per'îons travel together or work together, one of 

(hem 1" apPOlnted the leader. and the olher cames out hls orders, As for 

the quahl1c\ of leader, 1t i" \taled th:lt he should be ~uperior physically, 

IIHdlel'tllally and morally, Thl,> does not argue that one is mferior to the 

olher or "uhordlnatc !02 

l'Or lht' .... al-..l' olcol\\cllIcnl'e and bccause men apparently have the required qualities of 

kadcr"llIp, they ~ue placcd ll1 control of women, and women -- obedient travelling 

L'()ll1panHlIl'l carry out Illcn':-, order" \Vomcn 'îhould recognize men's intel1ectual, 

phY:--lcal and moral .'Iupenonty and slIITcnder to lhelr superior Judgement, yet they should 

nol "l'l' thl" a" a -.Jgn of IIl1'qu.lluy. The contradictions are ~triking: one is supenor to the 

(llher whilc the latter 1" not mknor, 

01 [cn Ihe t wo {hernes are brought together, one reinforcing the other. The 

EgyplIan J"lalll!',t movetlll'nt a/-}anuî'a al-l.\hîmiyya issued a statement which is exemp!ary 

of Ihe l'ombll1l1lg or tht'"e Iv,,'o themc~: 

\Vlll11an !l1L1~t Ilnprc~~ hcr~elf from the start with the true meaning of these 

\\ onl~ of Golf "Men are in ('harge of women," and "Men have a rank 

.Iho\'c Ihem," She ~hollld kno\\' that the equahty men and women enjoy in 

thclr hUIIl:tlllty CUl nl'ver l'maIl equahty in the burdens they hear, for this is 

sOll1elhlng the woman canllot endure, and it corrupts the element of 

wL',l"-nl's:-. (du f) 1!1 her, or the clement of meekness (wl1dâ la) and dehcacy 

UùNa), \\ hll'h IS one of the secrets of her persona! beauty, and perhaps it is 

the ~Cclet of the pcaee which man's ocmg fmds In her spirit when he 

n:tllm~, h,ntlc-worn. t'rom the ~corchtng of lIfe and the competition of hlS 
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peers. Woe to the man who retums home and finds only a ~ollnt~rpart III 

the mooel of his strong competitors on the olltside. who vies wllh hllll, \\:ill 

for will and thorn for thorn 1<'3 

30 

Men and women are equal, but because women are e~~entIally wl'a\.., l11l'd, and ddlc.l\e 

elements of the feminine Ideal- they are Incapable of endunllg the h.lr"hm', ... llf It k 

which is, therefore, thrust on men. The pcrver~lOn of men\ frccdolll nI' mu\ l'llll'Ilt lIl1O.\ 

burden to justify their appropnatlon of the pubhc ~phl'rl' ot act!\ Ity 1" tVPll',tllll p,ltn.lldl.d 

discourses. At the base of the~e fonnulatloJ1'> b the ,>eXl!'.! notlon Ihat \\OIl1l'1l PI"''''l'''''' .\11 

innate ferninine nature which IS mfenor to the ma~ClIlinc countclp.1I1 1 hl' .\Igll1111'llh 

presented are bereft of IOgIc, founded exclu:-'Ively on ..,ever.ll Qur'lÎII/( p.I ....... \~C\ \','hll Il .lIr 

noteworthy preci<;ely because of thelT exprc'\~lon of \CXI"t prtlK'lpk\ III um'qul\'\ll .. 1i klll1\ 

lndeed these two therne!'. ln the Middle Ea'\tem dl"ÇOllN~\ on WOllll'll ,lPPl',1I III Ihl' U/II 'UII 

and are reproduced and expanded by ,\ome Mu"hm Ar,lh Illcn Olle ... hpuld 1llll1lHllllltk 

that these theme~ are only present ln hlal1llc dl"COllr\l~"', they C\ll ah() lx' l()l1l1d ,\1111 )Il~ 

non-Muslim Egyptlansyl4 !\:ollcthele ... \, the Qur'cîn remaill" a Ill.qot 1l'~tl'1\\'t' Il'! 1ll,1I1\, 

Arabs who refuse to acknow\cdge the incgaillanan :t\pCCI'" (lI' hlalllll' dL'l'I.\ldl1\lll" 011 

women. 

The Qw'dn represents one of the O1o\t cfketlVl: dJ:-.cour,c\ fOl lkklldlllg 

patriarchy in MIddle East ~O\:letle~ Whcn "pcakmg al.( \cnc" ut COnkll'\ll'C\ 11\ MO!lIlt'al 

in the Fall of 1986,105 al-Sa'dftwÎ addre~ ... ed vanOll\ prnhkll1\ COllll'IIlIllg 111\: \lllI.lll()/i (II 

wornen in the Middle East. Among the I,>"ue,> ..,he ucalt wlth wa ... thl' lIn .. "IIlIHl.lIllt'nt.d,.,t" 

reading of the Qur'ân WhlCh, ~he clallm, Interpreh vcr\c\ ah()lIl W()!1ll'll III "lll'\tlt'llll'l~ 

rigid rnanner, uncharacten~tlc of blam Her pOlnl wa" c\\cnll,tlly III dlU\11 atl' hu\\! 

patnarcha11l1stitutlOns - government", "clergy," JuJIl'tary, l'Il' - hdVl' IlI.llllpuldll'd Ihl' Il"1 

through an applicallon whICh ,ums at .."Hi..,fY1l1g thl'Ir own Illall'nal ,llld pl )lllll,li t'nd., 1 Ivl 

criticism was directed not again~t the Qur'ân, hut agall1"t thl' authulll1l'.., rc\pIJlI'-.Ihk lUI 11\ 

legal, social, moral and economlC applicatloll. Ilo\\tVl'r, hl' ImplIl allon :t\ ~a'd;lwi 

revealed that the Qur'ân - IIke ail rehglou,> lext'i - 1" vulnaahk to manJpUlalJCJll t\ 

cursory analy~ls of the Qur'ânic pronouncement.., on WOl1ll'lJ\ propl't1y, Iflhl'II(;lIlll', 

marriage and divorce nghb dernon<,trate<, G(x!\ prcfl'rcnce for m~n, In(kcd, Ihl" (}lIf '111/ 1\ 

addressed to men, with the exception of several vcr..,t:\ ln Whldl tht: klllllllllC, a!ollg Wltl! 

the masculine, form,> are used, Nonethele~), one ... houle! not lOlllpll'tL'ly OVl'llook what tht: 

Qur'ân rnay have offered wornen on a thcorctical lcvcl and 111 the hl"tonc COlllcxt out {JI 

which it emerged; that is, the matenal, ~plritual and lcgal a"..,uranœ,> Il outllnctl lor WIJIIlt:1l 
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ln the 7th century. It ..,hould be underlined that th _ Qur'ân is not excepnonally sexist for il 

,>cventh-century rellgious text. However, ItS position with respect to women is unusually 

Nell detincd The com"ïetene!:>s of the !:>tatements on marnage and mhentance may have 

lnlllally reprc'Iented il pChltlve measure, ln that they constituted an expliclt arnculation of 

wOlllen\ nght'> (but there IS no consen~u~ among scholars as to whether the Qu.r"ân 

Ifllproveo or dmllnI ... hco the ... tatus of women In relatIon to the pre- Isiamic era).I06 In any 

Ct'>C, wlth thc Onh()(jox Ylu ... hrll)' acceptance of the theory of the Qu.r'ân's eternal and 

lHlchangmg nature. Mu..,lJm women have becn assigned, once and for ail, a status infenor 

ID Ih;11 01 men: 

And womCll ,>hall have right~ Similar to the rights 

Agall1,>t them. accoromg To what is equitable; 

But men have a degree (Of advantage) over them, 

And God 1.., I·::-.altcd ln Powcr 

l\ ilL! tkl.lIlll1g the pm\TP, accorded tn men because of their superiority, t~e Qur'ân states: 

\kn arc the prolcctl)l'" And mamtainers ofwomen, 

Ikcau:-.e (,od ha, gIvcn The one more (strength) 

l'han the othel. and hec<lu'Ie They suppon them 

lTom thctr mean.., Thercfore the nghtcou~ womel1 

Arl' devoutly ohedlclH. and guard In (the husband'~) absence 

Wh.ll (,ml \ ... ·(lult! have them guard. As for those women 

()II who..,c pan ye kar DI~loyalty and lil-conduet, Admomsh them (first). 

(Nl'\t) rl'lU..,l' tn ,hare thelr heds, (And last) beat them hghtly; 107 

()b\'llHt\ly the behd ln the diVIne nature of the Qur'âllls the basis of its extensive 

Pll\\ l'I and 111 nUl'IICL', It l~ consIucrcd by M uslim~ to be the unaltered word of God 

1I1111ll11IllIl'atl'd ln :\.lut)ammad by the ange! Gabnel, and i'i, thus, thought to be free of ail 

{t'Ill!,' II ,LI Plt'llItllct'. Whethl'r one aù't'pts the dlvlI1e origins of the Qur'ân or not, lt i5 clear 

Ih,1I Iht' hlal1l1l' ~()\.'I.!l orlier wa'i fOllnded on some pre-e:\lstlllg cultural conventions whleh 

It tllIthl'1 dL'Vl'k)pped ta accomdatt' the changing social and poliucal contexts, ln partieular, 

bl.u11. h\...l' .llldal:-'!1l and Chn!:!tianity. ha'! helpcd to crystallize certain patnarchaI social 

tOllll,ltllll1:-', not,lbly the patnan:ha! fami!)', and consequent!y has contributed to the 

ù'lholldatlon and m.untenam:e of a cultural dm'ourse whlch de fines women as naturally 

111 knOl to m~n 
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III. The Web of Institutions 

Although Islamic texts may theoretically justify disl'rinunatlon agallN wotnl't\ and 

ideological factors may discourage women from pursuing a femil1l~1 agenda, thCIl' :lIt' 

other forces in Egyptian society which, on the concrctc kvd, play malor rllk~ III 

sustaining the patriarchal order. Women\ oppre~s\On in the fanllly, thl'lI Itlllwd aù'l'~'" tll 

fonnal education and 1I1come-generatmg employmcnl and thc ,>eXI\t hl:\\ pl~"~'l\t \1\ tlll' 

legal apparatus reflect sorne of the systems of margll1al1'>:tuoll and nL'lU\HlIl wllll li 

perpetuate male dommauon. These four fex'l of patnarchal aUlhollty lalllily, ,cholll, 

fonnal work force and the couns - are overlapplllg, oltcn havlllg a 1..'1I1kl..'tJ\'c Il1lp:1l t 011 

the lives of Egyptlan women. For 1I1stance, il woman's cmpluylllcnl 0PI1I.lllllllllll· .... dl'pclld 

generally on her level of education, the con~lrainl'> of f:1I11Ily ltlL' and, III thL' Pd,t, Ihl' 

pernlission of the couns. The complex intcrrdall(}n~hlp of \OCIaI.IHIlltle,Il, l'e()J101l1ll' alld 

p~ychological forces makes lt extrernely ditficult for womcl1 10 l'ornplctl'ly l'vade 

patriarchal control. By briefly presentmg the four 1l)\tance .... of power m~'JlI((lI1t'd ahllVL', Il 

will become more evident how Egyptian patnarchy ~tnvc~ to rL:Jldel W(ll1ll'll \lIhllll\ .... JW tll 

male domination. 

The beliefin the esser1tIal psychological, intelk<.:tual and moral dIlf":IC/lll''> hl'twl'l'!l 

males and females provides the \deological foundatlon for di,>cnmlnal1ng hl.:lWtTJl hoy .... 

and girls and huer between men and women A'> dl<;cll~,>ed plI:VHHI\ly, "L'XII.Il 

discnnunation begins at binh ;n patnarchal "OCICllC~. In Egypt, ,\'> III 1Il~ll1y (1IhL'1 wlIlllr IL'" 

where patriarchy is finnly entrenched, the bmh of il hoy 1'> prdcr.cd ln thal of a gui ln 

The Hidden Face afEve, al-Sa'dâwi comment,> on the rcct:ptJof1 glrh ClHlJllllter al hUlh 

From the moment shc is bom and evcn bcforc ,>he lcarn,> ln (lro110UI1lI.: 

words, the way people look at her, the expre~'>lon ln lhclr I.:)'t'>, and lhclr 

glances somehow indicate that she wu,> born 'incompletc' or 'wlth 

something missmg'. From the day of her birth 10 the moment of ht:r lkath, 

a question will haunt her: 'Why?' Why 1" It Ihat prcfcrcnc.c J<j gtvl:n 10 hL:r 

brother .... 108 
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In ..,orne ca<;e'l. the hu ... hands may even ~old the mother responsible and threaten divorce if 

guis are bom. An Egyptian man discussing his "problem" stated to his companions: 

My prohlem h the fact that my wlfe has only produced four girls. Now 

~he i!\ pregnant for the fifth lime and if she doesn't deliver a boy 1 will have 

10 divorce her and try to have ~ons with another woman. 109 

Thi\ man\ attitude and the \olutIon he proposes to h;<; listeners may not be those 

ot ail EgypLJan men. but hlS posItIOn does refleet the importance of male children and the 

rclallve Jn'llgntficance of female~. The idea that boys are wort!, more can even extend to 

the :-,upl'rJor pnee pald to the doctor for delivering a boy or for cin.:umcislOn of boys in 

contra..,t wuh that wlm:h i~ raid for the dehvery of girls or for clitondectomy.110 

Shunly alta gu 1\ are bom 010\t of them enter a social programme 10 which Iheir 

frcl'dol11 of mOVl'lllènt and cxprc:-.:-.ion are continually constrained, while thelr brothers and 

othcr boy'> 01 thclr agi, cnJoy a grcat dcal of social lIberty. Al-Sa'dâwÎ questions the 

double .,t~l!ldanl\ lhat characrcn7c the dlffercm rreatmcm of hoys and guis: 

Why (lld they Iher parent~1 favour my brother as regards food, and the 

frl'l'dolll to gn out of the house? Why was he trealed better than 1 was in all 

mattcl~? Why l'ould my brothcr laugh at the top of hls VOlCC, move his legs 

frl'L'ly, run and play a ... much as he wl'ihed. whereas 1 was not supposed to 

look lllln reopk's eyc:-. dircctly, but was rneant to drop my glance 

whl'Ilcwr 1 wa~ confrontcd Wllh \o1lll'one? If 1 laughed, 1 was expected to 

kCl'P my \'Ol\..'l' :-'0 low that people could hardly hear me, or bener. confine 

my-.elf tn .,mlhng llmidly. When 1 played. my kgs were not supposed to 

11l0VC frccly. nut had to he kept politl'ly together. My duties were primarily 

to hdp III dearunp. the hOll~e and cooking, 111 addition to studying since 1 

wa'i al ~l'hool. My brothcrs however, the boys. were not expected to do 

anylhillg but ~tlld~,.111 

Orher F g) pllan gIrl" continn the exi~tenœ of these double standards, which form the basis 

ni gçlllkr ,rx:iaI17atIOn: 

My Cuher always wants to know where 1 am, what 1 am doing, and whom 

1 am wlth 1 only sel' my fiancé at planned meetings when my parents are 

prl'~el1t. Soml'rtl11e!'. he "'nows my brother is out lnte but simply says, 

"\\'l'll, he must be wlth Leila," though they are not even engaged. Parents 



are like that: they will trust the behavior of a son but are afraid of .1 ~Ir.mger 

man who might do something to the daughter that wou Id spoll her I..'hanccs 

to marry. Even if he didn't do something to her. people nught thll\k 11ut he 

did. With a sonts girl friend. they feel n IS up to her p.lrt'Ilt..; In cormol 

what she does. 112 
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In these comments and those of al-Sa'dâ""l, the pernll ...... lvc attItude tm\:anh hoy ... 15 

contrasted with the repression and surveillançe encolliltert'd hy gIrl..; Wllhm tht' famlly 

girls are conditioned to "accept" the inequaltty hetwcen them and ho)'" .\~ .1 fart nt" natllll' 

They may be conscious of the injustice at wor\.. and ... truggk agallht Il Il'gul,uly. hut, 

lacking real altemanves, most Egypuan girb appear 10 ~uhmIl 10 IhL' ... on,11 P(t'\"lIll'~ 

They come to believe that their inferior ~ocial statll~ and hmJtcd trt'L'dnm .1Il' nt)nn.ll .\Ill! 

unavoidable. It is at this point that the proce:-,..; of ahcnatlnn bCCOll1l· ... L'lkl'IIVl' 

Consequently, many genuine aspect" of a glrl'~ persnnailly arc cnl\hed III ollkr to ma\..e 

her conform to the ideal of feminmlty: 

The educatIon that a female chtld r~œlvc~ in Arah \OCll'ty 1\ ,1 "l'Ill''' of 

continuous warnings about thtngs that arc ~uppn:-,cd to he harmlu!, 

forbldden, shamefu! or outlawcd by religion The l hdd therctoll' 1" Iralllet! 

to suppress her own de:-,ires, to empty hcr"c1f of authl'IlIH:, onglllai wanl" 

and wishes linked to her own ~elf. and to lill the varUU!l1 lhal n..'\u!t" wllh 

the desires of others. EducatIOn of fcmale chlldrcn 1\ lh\'ldorc lIall\torJl1l'd 

into a slow process of annIhilatIOn, a graduallhroltlmg (lI hel pl'I<"llllallly 

and mind, leaving intact only the out\ldc \hell, the hody, a Ilkln\ IlJould 

of muscle and bone and blood that moves ltkt' .\ wound-\Ip dul! 

A girl who has lost her perllonaltty, her CardCI!)' 10 thln~ 

independently and ta u~e her own mimI, will do whal olhe[" haw told her 

and will bec orne a toy In thelr hanet... and a vlclIm 01 thclr dClI\IOIl\ III 

Thus, accordmg to al-Sa'dâwî girh arc prcparcd 10 rccclvc Ih~ ljuahttc\ o! Ihe kmimne 

ideal by tirst removing from their bcing a\plratlon<, and "facultl\;"" whlch IlMy contlict will! 

their so-called natural destiny 

One of the most literai expre)\ions of the Egyptlan patnarchy\ dClIl.ti of wOlllcn\ 

desires and its aggre<.;siQn against the physlcal and p~ych\Ç hcing (lj WO!l)cn 1\ the pracllcc 

of clitoridectomy. ChtOlidectomy IS an extreme mamfc\tatton 01 nll'-.ogyny, and tYPICally 

effons are made ta present this muttlatIon a~ a natural cvent ln the lIve,> of ~Irl\' 



Circumcision is absolutely necessary. 1 don't know why, but it is a 

tradition. These parts in a woman grow bigger the older she gets. They 

are ugly and deface her. It's true that God created us this way, but when 

we woke up to ourselves we found thls custom handed down to us from 

our grandfather'i and theirs and from those of whom we are not even aware 

and thO<iC wc no longer know. We emerged into this world and found the 

habit already eXlsted. l1's just so. My people do this, and so 1 must do like 

they dO,1 14 
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In thi .... way the practIce is perpetuated by HS very victIms. Mothers subject their daughters 

ln the operation In açcordance wit~1 ;,ocial convenuon. They and thelr mothers have 

undergofle Ihe opelallon and believe in its appropnateness, desplte the pain and the 

pm'>,hle phY'>lcal and p'>ycholog:cal complicallolls it mayentaIl; thus, they reveal the 

profollndnc ... ., of lhe!r pcr,>onal ahenatlO'1. Apparently sorne mothers who are against the 

p' actlce IlllpO'>C Il on thclr daughters becau,'e of the behef that men prefer women who 

haVl' lIndergone thc opcrallon. 

Whcl1 il CdlllC for my flfst daughter to be circumcised in Upper Egypt, 1 

wa ... not vc:ry IlllH:h for it; but my mother and friends and relatives said that 

II .,Imuld hc done to her or she might not be able to marry.1l5 

But whcnll wa .... thc ncxt dallghter's turn, the mother encountered a different reaction from 

the people arnllnd her: 

Sevell J't',m. lalCf Jt c~unc the turn of my second daughter, but by that time 

ail thl' '>allle people were saying [hm the operation shouldn't be made on 

gllb It dlallged that quicldy' People were also saying that men didn't 

want 10 l11,m)' wOl11en afrcr that operation because it makes the wives not 

wallt III ~lcl'p wllh their hm.bands. It's true! My eldest daughter never 

wanl~ her hll .... h,lnd for that rcason, and he blames us for having had that 

opl'rauon done In my general10n in Upper Egypt we were ail done. 116 

This <lCCOllflt and ot!Jers .,l'cm to 1I1dicate that the pracucc is becoming less frequent. 

Ilo\l,l'Wr, lt ~{Jll ~X:L'llrS and con~titutes an mevttable part of many girls' experiences, 

parucularly III nlral :-,etting' 

1 \\a~ told It would hurt a httle. but it was hello The mldwife puts alcohol 

on yOll aftl'fward, and you're on fire. 1 knew 1 had to go through this 



operation. 1 knew there was no getting around it. Ifs as sure a tlung a., 

having to get marned or glve birth. People would say to the girlS, 

"Marriage is just hke circumclsion only better" or "You h.wc to \'lC' 

circurncised, othefWlse you can't get married." And \\ hen wc an.' httk nt 

course the thing we want rnost in the world IS to get mamed J J7 
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The mutIlation of a female's sexual organs cOITespond~ to Ihe mutIlauon of her "'IKI,1l 

being. Clitoridectomy 15 a preparation for marnage ln the ~ame ""ay ,l\ the '>I~'\.ll 

conditioning girls undergo is mmed al making them conronn to the fellllllltll' HIc.II, \l'11l.lle, 

should be discreet, unexpresslve, obedlent. dome!o.tlcally indu,>tnnu,>, ... lIhnll,>,>\H· .Ind 

virginal. These are the quahties which are expccted of a WOn1.ll1 hcfnIl' and .lltCI 111.1111,\1-',1.' 

The famIly assumes the respon'llbIlay for lI11planting. III guI'> thC\l' '0 I.:,tlkd 

feminine qualities, wnhout which they wOlild ~ mcapahle 01 lultïlltng thl'Il naIUl.\\ ilnd 

unique destiny In !tfe. The entire proce,,~ of ~o(lalizatIon pll',he" l!1I1'> 10\\;\111-. 1II,lIllagc 

and motherhood And marri age con:-.tltlltc~ the (cntralevl'Ilt III !hl' llw., !ll III ,Ill Y "'n'pll,1I1 

girls to whom society offef'i very few altemattve:-.. 

On the balance, the soclocultural contexl ~urrollndll1g. the "-!IIg.k gui CI l',ltl" , 

strong parental and communay pres,>ure~ fnr an carly .111<1 parcntally 

SUpelVlSed (If not arranged) marnage. More l'fllIeall) the '>Ol'lail/oltlllll that 

so effectively channe1~ the quest for ~atl',>factlon 1I1thL' dlrl'l'Ilon 01 the !JOIll\.' 

and the feehng of gUllt in the direction of education and wUlk i\t\ull''>ll'ill 

girls are virtually stnpped of uny othcr 'IOllrœ of ..,cll-Il!èn !IlY OII!\lIk 111.11 (lI 

marnage and motherhood J J 8 

These remarks by the socIOlogl'lt Nadia You,>,~cf, who ha., .,tu<!H:d ,>oLlal LI( t( li., 

influencing the ~tatus and fcmlity panems of Mu.,lim wnlllen. LOlrobolal\.: the l Olllllll'I\\', 11\ 

al-Sa'dâwî conceming the de!o.tructlon ot girl.,' pcr,>onality !hrough rl'prl''''\lve l'dlll,IIIOII 

To become a wlfe and mother 111 the mO.~t tradlllonal <.,en,>c 1\ 10 rCI1IH!I1ll' Illlt'\ ()\'vll 

personal ambitions and the potentlal to u.,e one'.., Il1telkctual talent'> Il\.:yond the rl'.d1ll ot tilt' 

family. 

The 5ocialization of women !\ucceed.., when It achll:V\:'> WOI11l:I1\ a'> ... III1I1;IIHHI 01 

the patriarchal notion that they are only "complete" if they prodllce l hlldrl:rl and lllll\ 1 U 1111 1 

their femininity. Women's reproductive potential (whlch \.., rl:ally the only '>Ignllïclllt 

difference between them and men, that i'i, jf one reject., the patnan .. hal (\1 )pna ()f an mn;ltc 
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intellectual difference between the sexes) is used as a basis for defining and containing 

their eXIMence. The procreative capacity of women, which is a source of power when 

govemed by women, IS politically manipulated in pauiarchal societies. resulting in men's 

appropnation of that power, and In the propagation of a discourse in which this power of 

womcn ceases to be vi~wed as a force and IS tumed Into a weakness, barring them frorn 

the pur~ult of numcrous intellectual and creanve actÎvities. An important part of the 

Egyptwn patnarchal dl",cour~e i:-. to encourage women t0 have as man y chlldren as 

p()'>~lhlc 11w, ..,tatc of affam, dl'icourages contraception, WhlCh IS viewed as morally and 

,>ocJally unacceptahle In ~pIte of blam's hi 'itone tolerance of bmh control. 1 19 Controlled 

prcgnancy J~ partIcularly dJflicuIt for working-class women, and for almost ail women it 15 

dcpendcnt on the con,>cnt and panicipation of the husband. However, sorne wornen use 

conlraccpllve~ \œrctly . 

.. Ncxt to LI'> .\ an uncle with twenty children. 

1 have three. The oldcst is four and a half and 1 am tired. AlI of his 

Iher hu"band's! relatlve~ "'peak to me about having more children, even 

hlln .. but 1 am \cCTctly taking the plll,120 

1'0 rClI1force "'(X·l.lll'onvenlIom, 111 Egypt, Ilke rnany other states, abortion is illegal. 

Ahonion 1'> a central qllc~[Jon wlth respect ta wornen's freedom, for the law's denial of 

WOl\lL'Il'S nght tOl hoo ... c or rcfll ... e motherhood means that an elite group, generally men, 

~'al1 tnrn.> a wuman tn have childrcn agumst her wIll. This Jegal interdIction 1S another 

e\.tlllpk of men".., contml of women In patriarchal ~ocieties 121 

ln the"e Clll1dtt1o!l" m:lrnagl' and mûtherhood arc akin to obligations placed on 

v. 0111('11, whlCh .m: fultillcd LInder the authonty of the father and the husband. The roles of 

will' and motll\.'r .IIC. thll~. pnmordialm the patriarchal detïnitlOn of women's identlty. A~ 

ha" alre.ldy bcen oh\crved, thls combination of roles usually entails self-abneganon on a 

Illultltude nI' lt'wb in order to det!Jcate oneself ta ~ocially detemlined facets of one's 

l' ..... I ... ll'Ill'C /',ahlyyat ~1ar7ùq. c>..-presldent of the Family Planning Association of 

Ak\andna. umkrlll1ed the I11Jw,tice mherent 111 the dominant social attitudes: 

T\kn ~tdl don't understand that a woman can do somethmg valuable -

c\[K'l'lally .Ifta ~he get~ mamed They think. tha! after ~he gets married, 

~ht"S no gtl\xi She mll~t ~1t down and cook and take care of her children 

and tak.c (\11'(' of her husband. They think she should do nothing, even if 

~he IS eduçated 122 
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In fact, the majority of single Egyptian women only possess a milllmum in t'llntl,ll 

education and are usually economically dependent on thelr families. ConseqlJentl~. 

marnage presents girls with the possibility of escaping the l'ontïnes of thl' p,Ut'! 11,1\ hnml" 

It was natural that 1 would take my lime ln selcctlllg a hll~b,\!ld ~(\ ,I~ (hl! hl 

repeat the tragedy of my mother. But In my e,lgeme~ ... to C':-,c,lllt' thl' 

conditions of my family 1 rushed into a bad mumagt", 1 rt'all/l'd hn", 

oppressive and domineering my husband was the \l'i.'llnd Wl'l'~ nt m,lnl,ll!t' 

when he used to come ta the sch()()l and ~py on ml' 10 \l'l' th.lI Il,,\IllL' hOIllt' 

right after school and (hat 1 wa~ not tal~illg to my Ill,tll' l'pl kagul·... 1 

complained to my mother and father but the y were nnt "'\lppOnlvl' l,' \ 

This woman's expenence reveab that marnage rnay only ofkt an IIlU\\OI\ (lI l·~i.\\pi.'. whlk 

in effect it is the continuation of the ~oC1al programm~ 1I11\latl'd at hlrth 

The majority of women pa\s from a 'olate of almo ... t complet\.' p()wl'rk\\lIt'\\ III tlK'1l 

father's home ta a ~tate. in whlch their power appl'ar ...... hgllll) glL'atl'f 11l the hOIlll' ni till'Il 

husband but remains condittoned hy the authonty of a man SOl1ll' \\ol1ll'n Vil'\\' t!Jel! 

husband and their father ln the saml' hght. 

My husband is not really that dIffèrent from Illy f,lther, 1 le h,l\ tht' \ami.' 

attitudes and hi~ relatiomhip wlth me and the chtldren 1 ... not thal dlllen:!!! 

from my father'~ reJatlon~hlp wl~h U~ and my 1l1other. The onl)' cid kll'IlCl' 

is that 1 work ~md therefore have .,ome frl'l'dom of tnowml'nl and an 

income of my own,124 

Admittedly this woman ha~ an advantage ovl'r rnany wOllll.:n ln Egyplln thal \he 1\ 

educated and weIl employed. For mû.;;t women thelr frl'l'dol1l of 1l10Vl'1l1l'llt 1 ... 1 III Il 1 l'<I tll 

the realm of the home and thclr <luthority doc~ not go hcyond thelr rok .1\ mollll'r and 1\ 

generally subjecl to the veto of the hu~band: 

The high statu~ held hy women lm Mu ... lml <,()(lctlc<,1 denvc\ 

exclusively from marnage- and matemal·related fok ... and 1 ... !!nHlIHkd III 

the separation between farmhal and \uprafamlltal U(l1Vltlt.: ... and powl:r 

Thus, the respect and power that ... he command ... (kpend on the mail''''' 

suprafamilialorientauon, Slmilarly, women have vt:ry kw fXJ\\lbllJtlt:\ (lf 

becoming involved wlth the activHie<, of the larger wor!d and they an; olten 



excludcd from entenng areas whence men derive their status and 

pre\tige. 125 

By hmllmg women'.; acce~'i to power ta the restricted domestic realm, patriarchy 

ctfcctJvcly cxcludc'i them from the exercise of real power. This is not to say that the 

power that womcn pos . .,ess withm the Ir homes is insignificant, but rather that within 

patnarchal \ocictic'i male ~pheres of activity are elevated while fernale spheres are 

derllgratcd 
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The contcxt of the famlly may offer women a source of real satisfactIon, and it can 

"'(J!ll<:tIIllC.., provHk them wIth emotional and material suppon; hence there are sorne 

pmIllve a"'pech III farl11ly life Nonl'theless, the socio-psychologIcal con~traints on most 

WIlIIlC/l, whelllel In thclr father\ home or thclr husband's, undermine ~ignificantly the 

"l'l'lIllty (lI lelcd hy the falmly Ultlmately the fal11lly is the pnmary vehlcle for transmming 

alld maH1tallllllg the "o\:lally con..,tnlcted Ideal of femInllllty. So long as the vast majonty 

ot Fgypt lall paren!'> and hll"ballLh continue to v]ew the conventIon al wa~ of treaung 

Wllllll'n a" thl" natural and only way, 1110.,t Egyptian women w]ll rl'mam bJITed from the 

m;lIo1 polltlcal. kg:;d and cultlllai Îm,tltul1on'i. Yet as was illmtrated in Chapter One, many 

\\1l1111'!1 "tIlI a lm Il ont y - are challengmg social noml';; through pohtical acdvity, and 

by "L'L'klll)! l'(.'1l1101l11l' Il1lkpelldenœ and higher levels of educatIon. As women obtain 

Illt',hl'l kwh or tonnaI education and bccome more and more aware of their rights, they 

\\ III hl.' hellel plcp.tn .... d tu prnvoke the '1oclal changes appropri:He for thelr culture. 

T!ld.t~ lIlOle .md mort' Egyptlan wOll1cn are attending high schools and universiucs, 

hllt thl.' m.llo11ty \lt It:lllak~ are ~nll not rt'l't'Îvmg satI'Ifactory fOn1lallI1structIon. 

,\lllll(hll~: III thL' tïgllre~ plIblI..,hed hy Ul'.'ESCO for the year 1976- year of the la'it 

l' ~~ ptt.lll n'll\U" only 1 J% of the fcmalc population over 25 had recelved or was 

Il'l'l'I\ 111)!'lhht-\l'l'OIHi-1I)' ll1~tnll'tIOn, anJ only 3 ICJe of the 'iumc population began studies 

.11 tlIl' "l'cPlldary \torc dl~tllrhlI1g IS the f.Kt thut 92.9C;-i of the female populatIon in the 

.I~l' t-:lOUp lit OH'I 25 hat! rerel\Td n,) ~choolmg. It ~hould not be overlooked that the 

1ll~1j\l(1t~ (SCl ~r;) of the male population of the sa me age group had no schooling and that 

llilh '·v; .lttl'Illled or was attendll1g ro~t-secondary msdtutions. 126 These statisues 

1 l'\ t',d the c,IUl"ltlonal plObkrm faeed hy many developmg countnes, but they also 

t! lu \[1 .IIL' lil.lI n l'Il though, on a natlonallevd, fomlal academic instmctIon ]s a rnre 

.. ·lltll1ll\l(.itl~ IllCll tend to fare bctter th,m women. This IS further conflrmed by the statistics 

un 11Il!I.'I.LL·~ tOI 1 q7h; 46A(:{, of the male population over 15 was Illiterate while 77 .6'lc of 
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females in the same age group could not rend and WTIte. Around h:!/} ot the emin: 

Egyptian population over 15 was iIliterate in 1976.1:!7 

Family pressure on girls seems to dlscourage most femaks ftom pursulIlg 

academic and career goals at the expensc of thel! culturally dctenmned rnk:-- ,\'\ mothl'I'" 

and wives. ThIS is particularly truc of working-class and "tradItiOnal" fallllltl'S whn L':I11llllt 

afford to send girls to school or who do not see the value in edllcallng girl ... Andll'.1 RII:-:h 

has stlldied in depth que~tions concemmg; women and the f~muly 11\ Fgypt. ,md ... Ill' l'~\ll\h 

out that in sorne working-class families: 

Parents generally regard the carly years of adolc:-.cenœ a:-- a lime 01 "'Pl'l' 1.1 1 

preparation for a child's adulthood. In the case of hoy:-. It 1:-' a preparatIon 

for an occupation and in the case of girls it IS preparation for mam,lgc 

Famlly investment ln longer and more inten,>ive 1I,\Il11n~ lm h01'''' blll1g ... 

retums to parents who expect thelr "on~ to help 111 :-'lIppOlllllg olher 1,1I1l11y 

members before marnage and huer to help wlIh '>lIppOJ1 ,1'" the patl'Ilt,> glllw 

old. Investment 111 girl" IS vlewed <1\ pnmanly henetïull!! lh\.' IHlll"'l'hold ... ot 

thelr husbands. 12H 

If a woman's "natural de~tll1y" is to be a wifc and mOlh\.'[ lorm,lI edUl .. llJOIl 1\ /lot 

necessary. Rugh continues in her :-.tud y by underhmng: the aUIt LIlle lit tIl.1ll Y W(ll ~ IIlg l 1.1 \\ 

parents who "appcar to be more concerned ahout marryln)! off Ihl'Ir d,llIghtcr ... llt.lll thl'y aIL' 

about preparing them for an occupauon."129 Con,>cqucntly m,IllY Lt:ypll,111 gllh .Ill' 

withdrawn from 'ichool once the y approach the age for rnarryll1g. ",11111)'1',111,11 A-.I, ail 

Egyptian playwnght, stated: 

My father was dcad set ag,umt cducatmg girl" - II1cludlilg hl'> dallghtcr\ 

He educated his sons very weH, but \..cpt hi,> daughtcr,> jfl)1\1 ,>ch()ollhl' 

moment the y bcgan to show :-.ign,> of adole,>ccncl' Ill) 

AI-A~I is luckier than most other Egyptlan women, for .,hl' wa,> ahk to u,>(; thl' Ilttk IOllllal 

education she oblained to her œnefit and challenge the ,>exllal barnl'I\ .\I1any J:t!yptlan 

women are not glven the opponumty to dcvelop thclr acadcllHl; ,>kllh b\.:l alN' nI litt­

prospects of marnage, de'iplte the fact that they may he proml'>lng \tlJ(kllt', 

1 was ln the la~t year of my hlgh ~chooJ at Sanla '>l'ho()J for girl,> ~y 

grades were the best in the cJa~'i, and 1 wa,> rccomm<:nd(:d hy the 

headmlstress to be sent to England atter graduation to <.:ontlrlut: my 



education at govemment expense. Suddenly a disaster happened in the 

foml of a !o,ultor ... .I didn't like him at ail. But that was not why 1 pleaded 

and begged my parents not to force me to marry him. 1 just was not 

lntere,>tcd ln marriage, and 1 was mterested in nothing more than 

completmg my education. 131 
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Apparcntly, !o,omt: nll(jdlc-c1a..,.., families see the university context only as a place where a 

gui'..; mamageablilly "increa,>ed, not as a place where she can leam a profession and 

,>uh ... equently work ln order to be economlcally self-sufficlent. Safia Mohsen writes that 

when ,>he wa,> a college !o,tudent ln the 1950s: 

.. hlgher education had bccome an acceptable pattern among middJe- and 

upper-c1a ... ,> fall1dlc~ ln Egypt. Also, work had become more acceptahle for 

the WOl11.\l1 ""lth LI college degree. Yet college was vicwed by the majonty 

a.., the phll'e lm the girl to meet the nght man, and once that goal had been 

achll'vnl, the girl would not nom1ally hcsItate to leave her urlIver,.sity 

~tlldli:" 'l'hl" pattern, of cour,e, had man y exceptions, but the predominant 

attitude 01 the temak college :-,tlldent was to "capture" a suitable husband--­

and the "ooner the hcttcr. 1 \~ 

Rugh comment... 1!1 her ... tudy of the Egyptian fanuly that the changes In attitude may 

hl' a IL'''Ul! of the dlffil..'lIlt ecnnnmlc ~HuatIon which often reqmres a young couple to have 

(wo ~oun:e~ nt IIll'ume, nLlturally, an cdllcated woman has greater chances of bemg 

gallltully L'lIlplnyt'd (han her uneducalcd eounterpan and hal). therefore, better chances of 

attIactl/lg a hlhh,\I1d 111 L'l'nam <;oclal milieux' 

Althnll~h ail parl'nh care mûs! ,trongly about the marnage chances of their 

daughtn ..... ~()l1le ... ec the he~t preparation as one where the girl stays al 

home ln lc,lfll hl':-.ide her mother, proteeted from que'iuonable behaviour, 

.tnd other" ~el..' the be~( preparatIon ao,; sraying as long as possible In school 

10 g,lIll the pn?rl'quI~lteS for a job of satlsfactory ~tatu~. Each group of 

pan:nh :-.('('~ thclr own VICW as enhanCing the mamageabihty oi the glrI.133 

It ,Ippe,lfs th,lIl'ven for tho~e women who are fonllnate enough ta attend unIversity, hlgher 

l'ducauon It'm,lIn" an option directly linked to their future as Wlves and not necessanly as 

prott.'~sIonal~. ln her !\tudy nf fl'nilIty patterns among Mu~lim women You~sef claims that 

,Iltlh'ugh \\ l)m~n \\ llh hlgh Je\ cls of educatIon mal' have fewer chlldren than wornen who 
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have no schooling. many educated women still consider motherho~,:xi .1., .111 unavoidabk 

part of their lives: 

The highly educated Muslim wife is often ready to explore t .... lemal ~Olln"l'S 

of prestige and satisfaction. bU[ not. however. to the e\dll~IOI1 of hn 

maternai role, There is evidence that higher l'l'male edUl':I1101l (p.1I111'U\.lrly 

university) is accompanied by con~ldcrably redu\.'t'd fcnlhty .1IlU .1 rl'l.\lIvely 

high proportlOn of employment III profes"'lOnal Job .... 1 \ 1 

Education offers women the OpportuOity to transecnd ..,nrne ... onal nH1\'enttl)n .... hut Il Uo~ ....... 

not generally help them to go bcyond the pamarehal defmll10n t)f thelr Iole trl ",X'lt'ly TItt' 

question one must ask wlth respect to these women 1<; whl'lhL'r thq/ dl0lhL' t\l h.\\'l' 

children as a response to social pre<;sure or do they 11Ia\..e the Uel'l"'lOll L'UIN'lt HI"I y .Ind 

freely at the moment whlch ~uit~ them be~t 

It IS imponam to reeogmze that fonnal educatlon 1 ... not 1lL'l'L' .... 'artly.\ Illl';trt, hH 

women to liberate them~elve~ from patnan:hal ... cx'lal norrm, ln IIlo ... t pailt.l1dlal '" x Il'tll" 

the education sy~tems are profnundly ... eXI ... ! Indeed.1I1 1110 ... t l'tllllltl1e ... Il wa,> not Ul1ttl thl' 

lare 19rh andearly 20th <.:entllry that WOIllCIl wt:rt: adlllltted (Il 1I1lIVl'I'.llll'''' \l'I[l'll'tl'ntly. 

sexism in the schools can take vanoll ... technlcal or oure.llIl 1.\1 II.' ttlnlh 1 tH H1,I,IIlU'. 

Debbie Gerner-Adams observc~ III her article cntlllcd "The Ch.H1~trlg SUlu) 01 hl.lrllll· 

Women 111 the Arab World" that "11]n l11.\ny place~ a dltkrellt currlculullll, ,,1111 IN'd ttll 

females, particularlv at the lower leveb 'Il ~'\ She qllot<.: ... a '>liIdy 01 I.t!ypl\ llll! Il 11111111 

which affinm that: 

.. ,the stated intention of the school curriculum 1'. to prepare 'v\t lllll'J] tn 

improve living condition~ withtn the family, 10 ht:lp IIlLTl'L1'>e 1 III ()11l1' .... and 

to enlighten women sufJïcienrly for them to undeï .... tand tlte lllltllfll'\ cil tlil: 

country's developmg plans, Thu." the Egyptian edUCall()nal W\telll 

theoretically provldes equahty of opportunlty for Et!yptl.lll t!1 rh. hlll dnt' ~ 

not attempt to prepare women for the ~am(' role'. ;1\ mc,;n 1 Il, klllpha\1\ 

added) 

The sexual double standards that begtn at blrth arc rcprodtlced III the ecluc,ltlol1al '.y ... ll'lIl 

reinforcing the socializatlon of male~ and fem ale '1 , The Egypllan curfl(.ululll aHm al 

inforrning women only "sufficlenrly" In ~ome area" whlle In othl'r'., '>lJlh .t\ hudi!l't 

management and presumably famlly care, lt l~ pemlÎ""'lble for them If) dl'velop a cert:llfl 
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degree of expeni~e. Conceming the inadequacies of the school system, al-Sa'dâwî 

commented ln an IntervIew that the curriculum was not geare.d to producing "creanve 

people who can rebel against the sy,>tem. Education is a tooi of oppression also." 137 

The~e remarb are parucularly appropnate wlth respect to the academlc instruction offered 

10 wornen. In thc'lC clrcumstance~ il IS not surpnslOg that many girls and young women 

arpear ln ~ubmlt falalisucally ta 'locial expectanons, sacrificing their career goals to 

hCl'onJC wlve-; and mothers. 

J lowcver. thcrc are women who endeavor to pursue higher education leading to a 

pn ,fe"''lIOn a .... weIl a'l 10 perfoml Ihelr culturally derermmed roles; but the 

111 .... 1 Il li l1ol1al!/:.ttlon of di~cnmination againsl women provides mechamsms forexcluding 

Ihem lrom the educatIon "'y..,tem An Egypuan woman relates the following experience: 

1 ùld weil 111 ,chool and had the idea 10 contmue unril 1 qUJlitied as a teacher 

O[ a ,t:cn:tary. Then It wa~ arranged that 1 ... hould m:.tIT)' my wusin, and 

Wl.' mowd ln \vlth hl ... parent>; When it W:l~ l'olle for the tillaI ex~m'\ the 

.... l'honl dlreL'tnr Inld me, "\.1amed womcn arc forbldden t0 ~It for exams." 

'l'lm \Va" a new ruIe - l knew other~ who had marned .md then finished 

"chool - but ail my plcading could not change It 138 

lt 1" not l'kar \1,. hl.'l!ll'r thl~ wnman wa .... dl"quahfled from sHting for the exams recause of a 

Ilew [LIll' (l[ \lmply due ln thl..' caprIce of the dmxtor, but lt lS evidem that the director 

al, L'pleJ thl..' fUie ,1" kpumate and ro"se ... ~ed the power ta mvoke and appJy il arbltranJ)' 10 

IlHkl tu pl 1..'\'1..' Il 1 the wuman t'rom pur"lllllg her academic obJective~. Sinee men generally 

.lll" 111 l'olwul 01 IhL' rno"t Important tcachlng and decl~lon-makmg po~ltlons, female 

\llllk!1h Ill,l~ oltl'Il he e'\po\l'd tn \è\U.tl dl\crimll1atlOn \ .... hlCh lS cHher tnherem 111 the 

\~ "tl'lllll! nIHl'\\ùllll the attllllde, of male teachers or director'l who have Inter.lahzed 

"'l"I'.l I1PIIlH1" .lholll wnl11en 

One "hlluld lIole ll1 tht: Wf)l11,ln'..; accoullt thal her professional goals are to bt:come 

.1 "'l,,,'II'I.ll) pr tl..'.ldll'r. III Egypt.llke Hl the West. these professlOm are not llsuully jobs 

\\ il Idl lIll'll l'~)\ I..'t 111 lal'I \VOl11ell who do l'ontll1 lie ta higher levels of education and 

~llb""l.'qllL'lltl) pr.K1Kl' a p[Pfcs~lon tt'nd (0 hl' employed in Jobs of rl'Jaavely low prestige or 

thP .... L· \\ h\(, h \.'nrrl·\pl)J)d tn dl~tortl'd patnarchal nOl1om of femmllllty. For Instance, health 

l".ltl..' .\I1d I..'dUl'atll)!l :Ife t\Vn of the mo~t common fields for women professH"'llab, because 

the) .Hl' pmhably thnu~ht to l'()rre~pond bc~t to women's "natural nurturing lOstinct." and 

bl..',:.lll~C of Ihl' i"'\~lhIllty of practl~H1g (hem ln a sexually segregated context. Gemer-
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Adams points out that in several Arab countries, among which Egypt was incImkd, in the 

early 1970s, 40% of women professionals were in teaching, and that nur..lng and tral.:hmg 

together absorbed 96% of all female professionals, She also ~tatC$ that ',\olnly sll)\\ly an.' 

women entering other professional fields In htrger than token nllmhl'r'\."\ N 

There is no dOllbt that women's employment OpportlllllttC"; arr l'Jo!'ocly Ul'l! ln Ihl'Ir 

level of fonnal education, and that both employmcnt and cdul'atu)[l CUI play Il1lponanl 

roles in heiping women overcome male dom1l1atlon I·W NeVellhl'!e:-,\, ,h h,\\ hl'cll '>l'L'1l 

with regard to education. women may in theory have the right 10 ,lttend 11Igh \\.11001 ... and 

universities, but in practlce theI[ rights are not neœ~s,lrlly rC\I1l'l'(cd Sllud,ul), III Ihl' 

formaI work force women are supposed to have the nghl tn l'quai pay ,1IId t'qu,Il 

opportumty, yet, as one might expect, they arc gcncrally dl"'nllnlll,ltt'd :lt!,IlI1,>t 

Although the social cllmate may be changlllg a\ a rc"ull lIf WIlIl1\.·1\\ l'lIon-. In go 

beyond the conventlonal nOm1'i which 1I1hlblt thclr fI ct.'d 0 III of ;!l'llvlly and t"llI\.'\'>lon, lt 1., 

probably still true rhat mûst mcn and many wOIl1\.'n III I:~ypt do Ilot hl'iIcYL' Il 1'> l'()IIl'\.'1 lor 

women to work in public. Stlgma a"~l)clatcd wlth \H1tlll'll\ l'mpluynwl1t III thl' tOl1nal 

work force ~eem~ to ~tem from traditional valuc,> which placl' Ihl' l'l'()IHHllll' It"'I"klll\lhtllly 

to care for the family on the men, and al..,o from the l'car Ihal JI \\ o III 1.' Il W(ll" ln puhlll' 

where they may come III contact wlth men their rcputal1on,> may hl' d,lI11agl'd ThL' 1,llll') 

point is particularly pertinent for \tngle women l'rom more tladltl<HlaJ t.\I11lIh·..., (lt'lIlt'l 

Adams points out these factor..; qulte l'learly 

In temlS of tradltlonal anItllde~ hmdcnng fl'mule l'mplnyrm:nl, rn:tny ()I IIIl' 

surne fears which wl're operatlve In a famtly\ rellll'rance to allow Il'' ).!lll" 10 

attend school are important ln thl.., l'ontext a.., well SOl1lL' pcopk ,,\111 

believe a working woman i.., Cxpo..,lllg her..,elf lInllcce\"anly tll men, 

becoming uncomfortably cJm,c to a pro<,tÎllltc 1 almile'l :tIC atrald Ih.l! h! 

working a daughter or sÎ~ter wIll dc<,troy hcr CharKC\ lor marnage and rtllll 

her reputation, For many, thcre 1" :-.hamc a..,..,ocwtcu wnh crnploylllCllt Il 

implies that the hll<,band or othcl male km 1.., unwIlllllg or llll;lbk 10 provllk 

adequatcly for the family,I11 

Married women tend to be le,,') affected by the ~ocial con<,tramt.., on Ihclr working 

However, a worklng-c1ass Egyptian woman '-Itate<; that ..,he 1.., cntlcI7cd hl' her hu..,hand'<., 

farnily for working: 



l-hs family find fault with me. The women do not approve that 1 leave 

every day on a bus for work. They do not approve of my clothes - they 

ail wear the black head veil. Each of them works in the fields helping her 

hu~band ... 142 
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llcr~ one.: cncounter'i another example of women's alienation and how il can be effective in 

rClflforcmg patnarchal attitudes. The women in the family, who have adopted 

CO!lvl:lllJonal dre~s and VH':W~ about women, put pressure on the working woman to leave 

hel JOo and 10 conform [0 tradJtional social expectations. 

Ir 1'> Important to rccogmze -- as IS illustrated in the woman's remarks quoted 

a/lI)\'l' Ihal ahhough 1110.,( Egyptian women do not work "officially," they are employed 

III the.: lidd ... , 111 ,>hop'> and è,>pcclally In and arollnd the home withour bcmg paid for theIr 

lahour. Judllh Tucker argllt'~ that although almo~t ail women work, there is a 

1l11 ... lcprc)l'nlal1on of thclr contnbutlon in the s(atl~nc): 

Onl' rl'ClIlrl'nt problcll1 111 the di,>cLls~ion is that most statisticaIll1fom1ation 

0ll11!'> thl' ~llh'l,tcnce aCllviuc'i whlch are largely women\ work. Food· 

plOdllcllOn and procc,>~Jng for home and local con~umptlon, or the fetching 

PI' watcf and fud are often ume and cncrgy con'iuming tasks which should, 

hui do nOl, appcar <l,> productive work. 143 

ï lli" W\ll~ 1) Ill'l'l'),>ary for the econOllllC survivul of mos[ Egyptlan famlhes and 

IIHiI\(K'll,>ahk ln lhl' whok of ~ociety. yet it IS lInacknowledged, often viewed as the 

"1\.11111 al" dllt~· o! We:11CI1. 14.\ 

l'lm bt'lI1g the Cl,e WO!11en \\'ho are employed LJ'iuully have two Jobs: one in the 

homt..' .md thl' ollll'r ()llt~llk They mu.,! carry the burden of a double v.:orkload; 

\.·un .... l·qul'lHly l'Illplnymcnt ollt~lde the home. which can offer women a cenain degree of 

(,'l'Pllnml\ . .' llllkpclllknn:. may abo lima Iheir freedom by exhuusting theIr surplU"i of time 

,ll1d L'Ill'l gy Accnrdll1g 10 al-Sa \HwÎ: 

WOllll:n Il,\\,1.' only bren pennitted 10 seekjobs outside the home as a 

rl'~l'0n"e to l'I'01l0!11l1' nCl'cssities in society or wnhii1 the famil)'. A woma.n 

1~ pl'1I1l1ltcd 10 Ica\'\.: her h(lme every day and go 10 an office, a school, a 

ho~plt,11 l)r a t,ll'lory on condition that she returns after her day of work to 

~hllll!tkr the rr:~ponslbIilties relared to her husband and chlldren. which are 

\.·on~ldl'ft'd mnre 1I1l port,Ul! th,1I1 anything e Ise she may have done. 145 
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Indeed, women's domestic obligations may even prevent them from t.lklllg jobs wlll~:h 

entail greater responsibility and higher wages. Professional women ~t'cm w sec\... 

employment in areas which do not mterfere excessively with thclr WOllo.. .1\ h,)mc. \Vith 

reference to a conference on women held at the Amencan UnJVl'r~lty of euro, Andrea 

Rugh notes that the participants observed that few women sOllght man.\gt'n,ll PO~I(lon~ 

because their "housework" was too exhaustmg to allow tht>m to takc on the extra 

responsibilities connected with important, well-paymg P()~b. \ 10 Ru~h abn \Jl1lkrhnl's the 

fact that many men do not feel obliged to contnbute to the domC~tIl· dHlle~. 

Men rarely assume household tasks 111 any kind of Illca!1lng t ul \\ ay A~ 

one well-educated upper-middle-class hu~band PU! it, hls wife l"ollid wor~ 

if she wanced to but only if it did not Interfere wllh her dUlies a! home. 1 le 

expected her ta get up in the moming before him and prepare hreakf,l"!: he 

home early so his food was ready when he retumed frorn WOI~. 1 le 

provided full support for her and felt [hat anything ..,he earnet! ..,hOllld !K' 

spent as she chose .... Such a dlvi."lOn makes lt lhfficuilln ..,ay L'.\h.'gnJ Icllly 

that women denve a greatcr status In the houo.,cholt! l'rom Ihclr tïnallL'JaI 

conditions, sinee men have vested Interest in pre..,ervlllg thc appt'.u .lI1n: Ihat 

the y pro vIde the bulk of the incorne. Ncverthcles.." womcn Ihcl11\dve\ 

often express a feeling of gre.Her secunty ln thelr l'l'anomIe 

independence. 147 

A working-class woman confimlS Rugh's ohservatIons and e~(abll..,he\ the paradox lelated 

to women's working outside the home and thclr acqui ..,!tlon of greatl'l llHkpClldclll"C. 

Our Egyptian men are aU the same; they \cave the wark ai tilt: IH)lI\t: tll the 

women. Sometimes my husband wJlI ')hop or take the boy out" hl' ..,ec.., 

me tired. But al! thls is a matter of whim If l complain he tcll.., IllC 10 kave 

my work and get along wIthaut my pay. But he know~ wc louldtù do 

that, not in today's conditions. Not wlth another baby emmng, by the will 

of Gad. No, 1 won't leave work as long as J can ..,tand on two kel 

Work ~trengthens a woman'') pmiuon The woman who work.., 

doesn't have t.o beg her hw,band for l'very pla..,ter ..,he need.., Sh!..: l'an 

command respect in her home and can rai..,e her VOICC III any decI<.,lon .. AI 

the end of the day l'm exhausted. SometIme~ 1 'lIt down ln a chair and 

think J'Il never get up again. But at 5.00 A.M you'lI tïnd me up, rLlnnIng 

to prepare breakfast and lunch bcfore leaving. 14)1 
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There is no doubt that women wtJo work, like educated women, have a greater potential of 

eM:apmg the controh of patnarchy In the family. but so long as they continue to be obliged 

ta perform the hou\ehold chores as dictated by their husbands and society, theu 

mdepcndence remam') conditlOnal, and mey will co.1tinue to be one of the most exploited 

group'> ln 'ioclery. 

Mo\t of the factorl) Ju,>t dlscussed deal Wlth the social aspects of women's 

cmployment, [hat 1\, the attIrude'i of women and men with respect to women working 

out\Jdc the home and how the~e attItudes Cfeate barriers which prevent women from 

cntenng the formaI work force. However, there is another set of factors operative within 

the work. ft)ree whlch are indIcative of the sexist blas encountered by many working 

wUlllcn. Generally, .l'l wa\ suggested by Gemer-Adams. \Vorkmg women face the same 

plohlem\ and douhle '>tandard .. ln employment as [hey do in educatIon. For example, just 

a:-. they aIL' encouragl'd to \tudy in certaIn fIelds, such as health care, they are often 

cmploycd III large 111111l!x:r,> III only lllnited occupations, sllch as housekeepmg, secretarial, 

teachlng, and more rcc\?"tllly factory work. Thu\, there is the formatIon of job ghettos 

wllIl'h leml tu hl' ha)t~d on the econooue exploItation of a group of indivlduals w.ho do not 

I\:d thl'Y cali hl.' elllploycd chewhere, either becuuse they lack expenence or educatIon, or 

bl.'Clll\C the \Ol'I.tl attltude\ do no approve of those individuals workmg ln other area"i. 

ln tact, the condition of the national eeonomy IS retlecled in the Shlft ln social 

,1I11111lk\, and ha ... an Important impact on women's employment. As unemployment in 

E~ypl 1111..'1\'.1'1.'\. Ihe pn:-'~lbIlltle:-. of women flOdmg well-paymg, or any, Jobs Will decline; 

\\ lien thell' ar~' !l'v. J()h~ ((l be h;td, women are usually the first to be flred and the last to be 

htred Rug.h l'onfln11'- llm ~)1I11. 

Thc women\ It'I'OnOmll.· activityl rates in 1937, 1970, anti 1976 followed 

tlll' :-.allle pattern of dec1rne and recovery but with somewhat greater 

cxaggl'ratlon than the tigUtc'\ for men rctlecting what is partlcularly true for 

cmploynv:nt of v. oille 11 111 Egypt, that thelr passage into or Ollt of the work 

forcI.' dl'pl'nd ... In a large extent on how men are faring in the work force, 

and IhL' a\'all.lbdlty of Jobs, and the abrlity of men to cam sufficiem incorne 

for Ihl' hou!\dlOld. J.tQ 

Thl ... plll'!10mCnon l\ prohahly tnle for almost ail countries, for only in some Eastern 

EUJOlx'an l'nuntn(':-. and Ihe Soviet Union do women constitute more than 50% of the paid 
labour l'Mel' J'i() 
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ln any case, since most manag~nal posItion" are he1d by m~n. and th~y I.'ontnl( 

who is hired, even In times of relatIve prosperity women mu~t de.ù Wllh ,n,lI,11 

discnmination, Men prefer to hlre men even If the women "- ho apply tnr tht' l\)h .\1 \' 

equally or bener qualified This klnd of dl>;cnminal1on 1" not dIlfKult III IlkntIl\ . hUI Il l' 

extremely difficult to overcome, The bla~ agam<,t wnm~n cmplo)'t'l''' 1<, dm'cll~ It'I.lIed 10 

men's adherence to patnarchal notlon:-; abolit wornen, not.lhly Ihl' Ix'lId Ikll \\ li III l'Il .lll' III Il 

as competent as men and that they are not a~ rc!'>pon~lble and th(rd \ln:, \."111111 II 1'\.'11 \ \\1\\ .1\ 

weH as men, A manager in a government re"earch dl'p.mllll'ilt ,t.\tcd 

We hlre the best people, both women and men, tram Ihelll III hl' l'\n'IlCI1l 

researchers, then the men get olfer!'> for otha JOo", ln othel Illllll ... tlll'\ III .11 

the univer~lty and the women are kft. Wc \lU11 wHh .lppll\\IIl\.Ill'h \.'qu.ll 

numbers of males and fernale'l • .md end up wllh a prl'dlllllillallll) km.lk 

staff. Women are equaJly good If nol bl'tter. huI the 1I1l.l)!L' 1\ \tIllthl'll' th.1l 

women are not ~enOll'" and that 10 them IhL' Joh 1\ .1 Inw (lI Il li II\' SIlI1ll' 

department... 1Il the governmŒt \pl.:çtiïçally n:quç"t thl.: \1.lIlpm\\.',. 

Department not to senti [hem women, l'il 

This quotation lInderhne~ ~mother a ... pel'l nI' "L'xual dl,Cnllllll.ItIOIi .1~alll,>1 wnl1lt'11 1/1 III\' 

work force, Although ,,-omen ma)' br a.., gond or l'ven hl'llef Ihan l1ll'Jl .11 llil' "',IIIll' \\llI~, 

theyare not "offered" the 'iame opportullltie ... for :.t<.h anCetllt'l1lllllhl'l1 field \kll .Ill' 

promoted whlle women remall1l1llhe\ameJoh\yl..tfaflL.fyl..Il.Wllholll:lkl.\.l.Jltlllll.il 

woman worker mov1I1g up to more pn:''''llglom and hellL'r payll1~ loh.., , " ) 

Probably the ,>lOgle mo..,t Important manlfe'lI.lIlOIl III '>l'XlI.Il dl\lIlllllll,lllllIl lllllU'llI', 

the dlfference 111 wages pald to WOnlen 111 relation ln thl1\(: p.lld III tllell tOI lOtllp.lf.lhk 

work, According ta the International Lanour Olllcc\ \I.111\1Il'> lm !tn l
) \\()IlK'n \\l'Il' 

paid less than men ln ail ~e(tor~ of non-agnçultllral t'C()lloI11IC alllvlIy hlf III \1.1 III l', III 

manufacturing and rmmng women worker ... ,Ire pald only ()Y,4 of nll'n"" '''Ibry .md 1I1111l' 

best circumstancc.." 111 con~truct10n, women l'am approxllnaldy ()O' 1, ot IhL' wa;'~", p.\l1I III 

men,153 In gencraJ, women\ wage.., v;:ry bctwccn 60 alld fJlJ',ft 01 Ihij\L' l',lIlll'd hy 11ll'1I 

despite the exi~tence of the "cqual-pay-for cqual wor\.. .. law pa..,.,cd limIer' Ahel.1i \;a\11 

and Egypt's signmg of the International Lahollr Org,lnl/allOn\ l'1)flVl'IlIlfJfI '1'1111'" (,Vl'II 

when women\ right<; are mgramed 111 the law, womcn are ... til\ CXpihL'd Il) \l'xual 

dlscnmination on a large ~cale, The laxlty with whlCh the law 1.., appllcd fll/Iller rt;wah Ihl' 

authorities' disregard for Inju..,uce again'>t 'Nomen. 
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ln mo~t patnarchal 'iOCleties, the legal system, which IS supposed to protect the 

nght~ of ail cItizen\, IS often openly \exist, applying legislation that discrimlOates agalOst 

WOOlcn, Moreover, .,mee mmt agents of the legal system are men (police, lawyers, 

)mige..." etc ), lhey may wn...,clOu.,ly or uncon'iciously aet 10 ways WhlCh reflect their 

a.,...,lll11latlCJn of the dOOllOant notion., about women. In Egypt, sexü,m IS an Inherent aspect 

of the Iegl.,I,lllon and wornen lC1 .,cveral areas are not given the same nghts as men, As has 

nccll III u\'ralcd ahove wlth rc\pect ta wamen\; nght ta education and their nght to equal 

pay lm cLJual wnrk. there 1..., no eVldence ta mdicate that the state endeavars ta enforce the 

I.IW..." cOI1,>equt'nlly Ihe law,> do nOI exht for Olmt women - except of course on paper, 

(,IVCIl Ihe ... e Clfcurn"tance'>, Il 1<., no! an exaggerarion to classlfy the Egypran legal 

appar aIl!'" a ... protoundly ,exl'!' One of the mo\t reveahng clements of sexi<;m in {he 

1 gyptlan k~al ... y ... tclll h the lIl!erdllllon of women 10 as';ume the pmnion of judge, ln The 

IIlddt'll (cl(1' fil h'(', al-Sa 'dJ"", î ql1ore~ a man who wrote to the new~paper al-Akhhâr in 

ddl'Il\..l' 01 tlll" dl"'lTlIlllnatIO!1 

III'> '''llpcrll11011''' tn t'\.plam, that accordmg to Islam, ten conditlOns must be 

tulldkd tur .\ pt'hnn tn judge Without the-;e ten condmons, the very 

l'\"l'Illl' 01 "jlldpng" 1<., nOlH:xi~tent, and the nght or cven pO,>~lbIllt) to be 

<lL'cnrdL'd rh 1\ 11Igh t lIrlL't1on 1" lo-;t, The~e ten c:ondmon s are Islamic belief, 

ll:a\Prl, ft/{l,\('IÛL/W\', frr.:cdum. !11:ltllnty, Ju\tlce. knowledge and to be a 

l'()ll1pktc 1I1dl\ Idu,ll wllh a Jlormal capacIly ta hear, to ~ee and ta "'peak \~.l 

l'hL' l'\l'IU\UHl of \' Oll1èl1 l'rom "tlm hlgh function" rnay he juwfied by reference ta the ten 

hl,lllllC l'OndllhHl\, hut Ihl' doc ... not mcan that it j" any les) sexist. Indeed, the :luthor of 

thl"t' l'OmlllCrll\ only IlIu\tratc ... the degrce to which some aspects of blam are 

dl'llllllln.llPI~, .lI1d thl' propcn"ny of ,>orne men 10 reglllarly defend sexual dlscnminatlOn 

Il, lI'lll).! hl.llll 

111\ Ilot 1I1KOllllllOn for Judges Vvhen presented with cases lIlvolving women to be 

1 Il tllIl'lll'cd h~ ~lX.l.ll norm~, and to p,l~~ judgements which are not favourable to the 

\\Iltlll't) 11l\nhed, lk~pltc the fllct thal Justice --- in the ethical sense -IS on the women's 

"'Idl' SncLill'."t'" l'.llI hl' L'llcd 111 whlch v.omen\ nghts \vere dlsregardcd or the COllrt 

dCl'Il11'd lI11h l [l' prudent Il) ~l'ttle the l'a~e 10 an extrajudiciaJ manner. In other cases, 

\\,lm\,.'[\ .\ll' ,"'k,\ll~ the \'ll·t1m~ ofmen, but the COlirt allows the men to go withollt 

pli !li ,11l11t'nt 
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In the past, the unilateral right of men to divorce thelr \\wes kft \\ nmcn \\ \th no 

means of escaping a marriage which did not salisfy thelr ~xpel·tatlOn, :\ltht)ll~h Ihe I.I\\' III 

Egypt has changed to a certam degree, il suU remam" dlfticult for \\ l'ml'Il ln ,ut' ft)r 

divorce, for they are obliged to prove III the couns mat the hu,b,md h.l' 11\\1 tu1tilkd Ill' 

responsibilmes. Some women have tned to gel out of tht'Ir m.tITI.lgl' III \.11 Il 'li' wa~ '. 
notably by provoklOg thelr hu~band to Inluate the tilvon:e. RlIgh Indlldt'\ ail .1l'COllllt hum 

the Egypllan Gazette of November, 1<)79, ln whlch .1 \\om.1Il Inn\.. t'\lIt'lllL' IllC,IIl' Il' 

oblain a divorce, only to bel'ome a vÎL'UIl1 \.'1f Ihe kgal ,,~\I\:m 

Police yesterday arrested a hnu~ewlfe . \\ho Wl'nt to Ihe 't'l.'\llll\' 

authoriues ... wuh a fictllioll' ~lory aholll three men v. ho ,hl' ':Ild [.Iped 

her .... She then a~ked (her hl\~hand) to Jlvorce her 10 .Ivold .1l1\ ul !l'n'>t' III 

his honour . Inve~tlgatton<; rcvealcd that the wlfe wanled .\ dl\PIl.'l' tn )!l'I 

rid of her husband l'rom \\ harn ,he could not hegl'I .1 dllld 1 ~~ 

Clearly if the courts recagnized llncondltionally wOflll'n\ nghl' to d 1\ 1 lI,ll', Wl\l· ... would 

not be driven to the~e extremes to e~cape llnhappy marnage ... 

In another case, a husband!cft hl~ wlfe and 'Ion 111 ollkr to W()I~ ,lhl(l.ld Allel 

several yearli when the boy was elght year ... nid the father 1l'llIllll'd, and .t1lhllll).'h hl' Il,Id 

nOl commumcated wah hl'l wlfe III the year ... ot hi,> ah .... ence, hl' t()O~ Ihl' ,011 .IW.ly Itolll lhl' 

mother, refusing to allow the wife and her famt!y vl ... ltallon nght... 1 hl' !Il()IIH'1 ... LlIllllv 

went to court on her Ixhalf ta gam cU'Itody of thl' chllt! hUI the JlIdgl' lukd .1~J.lITl\1 thelll 

They appealed on the ground'l that the father mu,>t provIlle '1l1ppOI! lOI tli\' dllid 111 ()Idel II) 

gain custody. The appeal was not '1lKœ~..,ful The grandlatllcl III tilt' 110:-

father - attended coun often, trymg ta ohtarn at bl\t Vl'1llatlOrJ 1'1I.!1t1 hlll ln no aval! 1 k 

~tated: 

We are very dü,couraged abOlit the c:J..,e at the mOllH:nl, wc ,tiC tl!lplllg tn 

have the opportUnIly to get vl)llatton nghh '1() w<.: C.Ul at le,t..,t kl lire boy 

know we care about hlm. But '>0 far the coLIn.., haw n()t ~I\l'n li, Ihl',)c 

rights .... Why i.., the coun )0 panwl 111 thl\ ca,c') Bnall,>e Ihe l.tiller 1\ .1 

judge him~e1f and the other Judge~ help hirn, but th<.:rl' are o(hcl ld"('.., Ilhe 

thlS where Il IS llloney that intluence ... the dcct'>lon 1 <;1, 

Here not only did the court dl~regard the woman\ nght - hl:r nght tu lUo.,tO<!Y . hut Il ,'> tlle 

source of an inju'itlce by denying her and her famJly VI..,ltallfJn nght\ 
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The coun\ particIpation in injustice is vividly illustrated In cases concerning men 

who, attcmpung to preserve thelr famIly's honour, murder a woman in the famtly 

\u ... pt·c[cd of havJng had premarital sexual relauons. Al-Sa 'dâwî mentions such a case in 

wtw ... h an engmeer ,>u,>pected hl~ ~eventeen-year oid sIster of being pregnant. He 

dl,>cove.:rcd \orne mcdlcatIon In her room whlch he gave to a phannaclSl to examine. The 

pharlllacl,>t tnld hl/11 that the medieation wa~ used ta mduce aborrions, The engIneer 

ll'fllrncd [() hl'> home and, on findlng his sl~ter, he murdered her AI-Sa'dâwl continues: 

ln the po ... ! mortcm exammatlon it transplred that she wa~ still a vlrgIn and 

nll e.:vldencc of pregnam:y was detectable, Counsel for the defence. In his 

\Uhml.,.,lon tD the court, plead-:-d for the engtneer's release on the grounds 

that hl'> motive.: In CO.ll111lwng: the cnme had been the defence of his fatmly's 

!JonOlIl 1 II: hat! htTI1 a ... ,>a!led by doub{~ about hl~ ~l)ter's conduct and this 

kt! hlrll tn COl1lmI! the mme, Hi) doubts had been Tmsplaced, but hls 

IlltClltJOlh \\'L'rl' gond The court ~et him free wlthout bal1. 157 

/'Ill" C.I\C luok rial!." Irl ItJ7·l and 11 1\ dIfficult to ~ay If the -;ame thtng would oœur today. 

lit 1\\'('VI,.'r, al., larc a,> 19XO, a man wa~ ... entenred to only five years heavy labour for the 

Illurdcr 01 hl'> d;llI~htt_'r who rcfu\cd to lIve 'Wlth hml after he had dlvorced her mother. 15S 

Thc,>t' L'.I'>e\ ,lI1d nther\l,') reveal the legal ~y~tem's bck ofconcern for women'~ 

IIgh" and Il'> Il'mklll'Y (1) .tlll1o..,r alway~ T11tnlmize the graviry of cnmes agalnsr women. 

:\.., \" ,1.., lIfldcIlII1l'l1 !11l'\'lnll"ly ln the chaptcr, If the court'> of ju~tlce treat women unJu~tly, 

IIHkl'd, II thl' k,e,ll appar,IlU,> Jt~t'If (bcnmll1ates agalTl,>t women, there 1"1 no other offiCIal 

11l..,llluII0!1 III Pll'\L'lll "(I\.'lcl1' at large l'rom reproducmg ~exual dl~CnnllnatIOn without a 

'l'II "l' \lI 1Il1l1"1 IL l' \1011..'0\ l'r. If \\ omcn cannlll scek JlI~t1ce ln the couns. they are 

dl'>"'" 11l1,I~l'd tlOI11 dClI.'ndll1t! thclr n~ht ... pubilcly Llt1!11ately, the~ are strlpped of the on1y 

'1q':lllIll.lll.''' 1111,.':111' ut rl'dlC' ... .., alld ,m', thLl~, forred to employ vanou'> ~trategle~ to defend 

tlll'il plOpl'1 t~, Ihell chIldll'!1 ,Ind thell hve:-., 

III Ihl' dl,I[lICI 1 h,lve !lll'd !O ,>how that patnarchal ~OCletle~ are base.d on an 

l'Il,l':llhk 01 l!lq~,dl!,lI1an pmKlpk, and pra~tices WhlCh circumscribe women's freedom, 

( h t'I 1,IP[llllg dl ,>L'OUI ~t':-' on ÎL'rllIl1Illt ly, \\ hlCh defme (ln narro\\. tenns) a fcminme nature, 

,'!tl'tIl.lll' Ihmllghollt Ihl' \(11.:1al body ~tn\ mg to render mn..,ible the inequahtJes between 

lII.tln .md klll,IIc:-. The,e dl'C(lUf',l'~ underpin the 3.111honty of patriarchallnStltUt1on~, 

\\ 11l~'h ltl tllll1 rl'pmducl' and ad,lpt them In order to malntain thelr effecllveness, In Egypt 

l\llllll'(l h.l \ t' c Il.li kil gt'd pa Inarch.tI ddim tlOn s of th elr roles and denounced the mj usnees 
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of the social order, However, the fonn of patriarchy found in Egypt, ,md III other Ar.lh 

counnies, has revealed itself to be particularly tenacious, employlllg natlonah~t, 'lX't.dt ... , 

and lslamic dogma to counter the consolidation of potenual\y pow~rf\ll ktllllll-.t 

movements which might subvert male (4ommation. Con'iequenlly, onl! a 111l1ln!lt\ llt 

Egyptian women parucipate In organised re!.l!.tance llw, IS nnt to ,ay Ih,\I \\-Plllcn ,It 1.\1 gl' 

silently and passively submit [0 male authonty, Indlvldual ,ll't'i 01 reSI\tance. "hld\ ,1Im ,\1 

changing the immediate circumstances of a woman, ta\...c plal'C and play an l11\plll\.lnl P,lIt 

in undennining patnarchy, Several examples of thls type of re\l ... t,lIllT Wl'Il' lltnl,lh, 1\ l' 

the woman who was secretly usmg contraceptives: the wnman who Il'Ilhl'd III qllllill'I IPh 

despite herexhaustion; the woman who mvented a rape·,tory IIlllld~r lu l,hLIIl\.1 dl\'''I~ l', 

and the girl who refused to lIve wuh her falher, By acting IIldepcndl'ntly nt Illl'II\ 

dictates. mdeed in opposition to them, the!\e wom~n and olher ... lIkl' (helll h.l\ t' 111 lliclI l 1\\ 1\ 

way consciously defled patnarchal authority; and it I!\ thl' ,ame L'On\rIOIl\ ddï,\flU', 

pushed to its lIrnns. that one encounter.., In the protagolH'l', nt al-Sa'd:lwi'., nowh 
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Chapter Three: From Submission to Subversion 

In vJnllaIly ail of al-Sa'dâwî\ wriongs one encounters an extremely well 

artH:ulatcd undeNandmg of women's oppressIon and a critique of patriarchy which 

CXP<hè\ Itllè\\\antly Egypl1an pohtlcal, ~ocial and economic inequalities. Her fiction 

pre"l'nt.., . .lfl al'utl' ~rcertlon of patnarchy's [ora] n[itllre, the interweavmg of the lts 

l/Jo.,WUlIO!l.., whlch fonn a web lanIlIng worncn'~ frecdom. Moreover, ~he endeavor~ to 

rellll/ld the n:ader that Jt 1\ not only her protagoni~ts' condItion as women which lies at the 

h,I..,C of thelr explOItatIon· and often Impells them towards resistance - but also the class 

and Ill'('/l'u!olllai elemenl" pre"ent ln Egyprian society dunng the 1970s In a prose whlch at 

lIN \l'em.., un,lI11hlguou\ and t,Il' de al-Sa 'dâ wî portrays the comple:...Ity of a modern 

pdlfl.lfrh,d da\.., "'Ol""li ordèf hnl a'omen Ln One, God OLCS By the l\,'IIe and Womùn QI 

l'OIIll lOti ]f,1) n.:ve;1! ,1 \crNtlvity WhKh re..,ult,\ from thclr dlsconccrtmg: IntIll1acy with the . 
Ill'IIlO\C\ (lI <.:orlll'rmpor,lry I:gypt They do no[ oftcr a trearment. rdther, they move 

1I1I111lgh Ihl' rcader.., C()r""l'IOll\IH.~"'\ ..,tnvlng to trigger an aWdrens:-, of alIcnatlOn, . 

\lJflllJt!-,IIIO!l and eXpltllt.ttlOn <1\ weil iI\ the poo,;~lbihtle\ for re~l..,tance. 

Al S,\'J:\wî 1\ falmlJar wlth the unCOO,\CIOU\ workmg'l of dominant Ideologies 

\\ lm Il Illake ,>lIhll1l..,\\On :lppear C,l~y and 'lIb,,('r~ion 'lcem frightcmng and impossIble. 

1 kr hl'lDllll" IJlmL' hl'..,ttantly octween \Uhml"'\lon and subvcr..,ion, revealmg that wornen\ 

IC'.J\t.tIlCC l,) p,llrlarlh~ 1\ not a ~lt11pk alralr A\ wlll he secn 111 the analyw; of the novel'\, 

\\ Illlh.'l1\ Il· .... I\tal1L'e 1'" ,1\ mudl ,In unfolng ..,truggle ag;umt or1è~elf, ag,l1n~t patnan:hy'~ 

grlp (,il Ihl.' p'\rhe. ,1'" lt 1\" revoit ag~llnq lepre..,~]ve c\tcrnal authontle'l Al-Sa'dâwî\ 

nO\à, nol-.e the dl,lkl..ïll' ollhc hUlllan p'>yche, cxplonng the interplay octween the 

llllullhl'IUl1\ ,\I\.! the l'l)n\l'IOU\. het\l.cen kar and dC\lrè\ between blind falth and CTItlCal 

,l\\dlL'Ill'\\ l hl' ,lllllllOIllIC (('Il~lnn hè(\\l'Cn "'lIbml~\IOn and subver~lOn. v.hich runs 

IhlPu.gh Iht' Inl' \\ I!h an unhrol-.en rnrl"c.l'mage~:I\ o"e of the major dIchotomies 

l"\lll\hlt(lllll1~ \\Ollll'Il .... e"'l ... tcllù' In modern Lg~pt. (ln efk\:t, thl.., ten~lOn l'an be observed 

11\ ,\ lllllllhl'i \lI \.·llntl· ... t.., \\ hen: dOI11Jn,ltlon 1\ undcrpll1necl hy a profoundly Ingramed, 

\\Ilkly ,Il'l'L'pled llpptl' .... \l\'t' Ideology, for lIhlancc, raCI\11l 1Jl the ~ou[hem Amencan ~ta(es 

dlllll1!! Ihl' ,,1.1\l'l"\ L'r.l III \è\I\1ll 111 pam:lrchal ,",ol"ietlt's) \\"hlle exanllntng how the nove! ... 

d.lhol,lIL' the "llhtl\l'\IPn/"'uh\'Cr~lon <lIltInomy and v.hat they dlsclo~e about the proccsses 

nt tl'!)n·"I\)n and rL"I,t,trKt', rny study of al-Sa'dâwî\ tictlon Jlms at funher lilustfating 
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patriarchy's preponderant influence on and authority over women a~ wel! as women's 

various and difficult efforts to Iiberate themselves, 

1. Political Fiction and Criticism 

In the introductory essay ta The ",orld, the Tet( and tht' ('ntlc , hlwilld S.1Il1 

challenges literary cnnClsm to move away from it") pmlt10ns of "tht' phIlo"()ph~ ni pure 

textuality" and "nolllnterference" in order 10 detemune, wh.!t hl' rclcl'> tn :l'>. Ihl' 

wordliness of text.." Said 'iugge~t.., that t'ntll'l"m t'an nn l()n~('r dt.'Il)' or ,IVllld the V.trlOl!" 

forces that condItIon the wntmg and readlng: of texh: 

. 
The reaiities of power and authonty a~ weil LI" the re"l"tal1~'L'" ()I frlt'd Il\' 

men, women and ,>oc.al moverncnh tn In ... tttlllinn'>, aUlhontll''>. ,llld 

orthodoxle~ - are the realJuc ... that make tt.:Xh pm'>lhk, th,\1 ddl\ L') Ihl'lll III 

their readers, that ~OlJl'lt the a ttcn!lon of L'fIlle,> 1 prop' l"l' Ih,ll t he"L' rea 11Ill'" 

are what ... hould be taken aCl'Ollnl of by lTIIlCl\m and llltl~ al 

consciousne,,\, tfJI 

No reading of a\-Sa'dâwl" fictIon \:an pO""lhly c .... cape the rl.'.1l1tle,> n! LIllthllTlly .\lld 

resÎst4lnce whlCh lI1form her texb, cngcndenng Ir1 them a pO\Vl.'r 01 thcl! ()\ .. ll (ln IIJI~' 

level, al-Sa'dâwî's wriung officuon COn'ltllUlt',> an aprropndlloll (JI IJll"rlll"tIVt'l.ln~'lJ.tpl' 

and of maIe authonty 1I1 the field ot ltterary prodUl_t101l Hy \Hlt lnl:~ proll! Il .dly ,LIli! 

pubhshing abundant\y, both ln Arable and tfan"tllJOn, ... he panlllp.ltc" III IIll' IVlIl\nlltlll III 

women writers into the modem iItcrary tr,ldll!nn On another kvl'J. dl '',.l'd:1WI') Illtveh 

deplct certain nuances in the contiguruuom ot pOWl'f \\ lm h l h,Il.llIL'II/t' "gy pll.lll \( Jt ll' t Y 

Two Womcn in (Jne, Cod Dle,\ hy the !\',[e and W(Jnwn (jC 1',J!tIc fOI) WL'lé \\lltlL'n 

"ihortly afta Egypt .... "uccc".,tui l'rO'l'llng ot the CUIlLtlllllhl.' ]tn~ w.tr wlth ]\r;IL') and JlI ,1 

as Sâdât undertook hi" ncw econorl1lC and polIucal POllllé" \\ lm h kd Il' the ',lt!llllll! (,f tilt' 

Camp DavId Agreement Ir1 1977 and the ... trategx alliance \\llh the ( JlIIl.'d ~I,ltl'\ '! hlh, 

al-Sa'dâwî's wntlng of the novel-. paralle1ed the emergt.:Tlcl' oj .) l1éOjl.ttll.ll h:tIIJf(\t:r 

marked by the rapld growth of the pnvatc \ector, lnlTca\cd jon:l!!11 dl~ht and wllh 1t lorcI).'rI 

interference, a widemng of the gap bct ...... ccn nch and rom, and the l'xpan"I(H] of racl1cal 
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hlamic movemenrs Al-Sa 'dâwî refers obliquely to the various social, political and 

economlc force'i whlch have 'ihaped contemporary Egypt and WhiCh she sees as directly 

lmpingmg on her litcrature 162 Therefore, whIie her novels are largely about the 

expcnence~ of Egyptmn women from dlfferent SOCIal contexts, confronted by changlOg 

cconomlc and polltH.:al condJtlOns, more generally they attempr to demystify the elne male 

rule whlCh dl.,cnmmaIC\ agam.,r bolh men and women. It i'i in the panicular and general 

\cn ... c\ thal al-Sa'dawi\' novel;; are oppo;;ltIonal 

By rdU'>lOg ln ,>cparate her pohtical po~ltion from her literary practlce, al-Sa'dâwî 

hL''> elllharkcd on a en tlCJI project WhH:h openly seeks to subvert the non-egalitarian status 

quo 1 kr 11l'II0I1 1'> Jn IIl1Jgm:.ttIve and provocauve elaooratIon of her femlOlst and ana­

dltl,>t polilleal lhoug.hh Il dnes not po,>c a~ non-pani'ian but wants to obtam an effect that 

,\ polltll al ln a ... much a ... JI , ... "l1terary" 10 the conventlonal ~,ense of the word. The Kenyan 

wnter and l'rille, !':t!1It!1 WJ CI hlnng'o, hke Sald and al-Sa'dâwî, defends the Idea that 

IIlLT;ltun: 1'" ~(X Jal .md POIIl1C.ti hy m very nature. In an es~ay enmled "Literature and 

Society," ~gllgl wntt'\ 

hecau ... e 01 II', ... lx·lalcharacter, literature as a creative pnxess and as an 

end l' l'OlldltlOlll'd b~ hl~toneal 'i<X.'lal force,> and pre~~ures, lt cannOl eleC't 

to ~tal1d .l!"love Of tn tran"'l'end economlCS, pOlJtIC~, cla ... s, race, [one might 

add gl'Illkrl Of 'hhat AcheOe cal! ... "the burmng Is,>ue,> of the day" because 

thu"l' hUrJlll1!:! l ... ..,ue ... WIlh v.hlch it lkah take plaœ Wlthlll an economle, 

plllltlca!. cla ...... and race l'ontext Agam bel'au-;e of n\ 'IoClal Involvement, 

h ... ·~:.lll'l' ni II', thoroughly "'(X'JaI charal,.'ter. IItef.Hure 1'1 rartls~U1,l/)1 

S 11IU' the wntlllg and 1!1ll'rpll'Un g, of texh (X'cur in ~peCl tic ,>ocio-political conte~.:;t~, 

li!t·l.l!lIrC P\)'-, ... l·" ... l· ... tht' putL'JltJ.d 10 l'Ithcr favor change or rel11force estabhshed Ide:l~ and 

\ .dllt"" "".1 Inlllt, thl' \o-r.dkd pea[ Illcrature of an era often in~cnhe~ it..,elf 10 the 

dl 1111111.\111 Of \oon (0 he dnImnant -- \rylI~tll' and Ideologleal trend" never threatemng 

[hl' prl'L Lllll' .IP(,)!Itll.. .. tI arrearence of the culturalcommunity; lt is evidently not the 

.. Ilfltrnver..,l,il" \\ ntmg-, nt" ~1m.H11 Tblt, \Vagl:lh Ghah, Elana Garo, ~:mana Bft, B. 

!I.l\l'Il, Scmlx'llt' Ou ... m,tne. :I.,ora ~cale lIur ... ton or Je~nnette Amlstrong which rl'l'elve 

\~ Ilh: l'[[ t Il,,11 rt'c()~nll1l)t1 and .Ire cl'iebr,ucd as great II tl'rary (\chlevements 

:'\l·\'enhdt· ....... \\ lien tht' hterary e ... tahlt"hment wants to bobter the \'alldlty of its 

~ .\111 III Pf \\ heIl pol Ille lIed t)r polI t ICI zing fiction <Il'clde ntall y has an Impact on the accepted 

~'lJlIlII.tl tlO11l1", ~onk' I.·nuc-, and hl\tonans try ro dlscredit il. by describing lt as Li/dacrie, 
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polemical. propagandisric. dogmaric. or simply as UTUZèstlu'tic and nOfz-llterar\' llll'~l' 

are the catchwords of conservative members of the cultural CO 111111 U III ty . "ho. \\ hik l 'ttrll 

benefitting from the status quo because of thetr gend\>r, wlour and :-.OI':ll' l'I..""n,)l11Il' 

background, strive to mask the pohtIcal potelley of Itterature The lIl~ldllOll\ 0\11.11.'1/.111\\11 

of political fIction is particularly eVldent wlth re~pel't 10 wnrb wnttl'tl by klllltll\l\ lt l' 

not surrrising, therefore, to discover (hat a number of I.."nt1l'.ll :-.tlldll'~ .lI1d le\ Il'\' '. \\ hh, Il 

include references to or deal ~pecitlcally Wllh al-S,ùi:\wi'~ no\'~b. alla-.-\" tilt' "uppl'"cd 

literary and moral weakne:-.ses of the tex\'. withoul maklllg an;.: ~l'nOll" l'tlllt l\ (ll ,111,11\ \t' 

the substance or for that matter the fonn of her works. Before gOlJlg 011 h' \(1)(1\ titI.' th(c\, 

novels, 1 would hke first to consider the nature of :-.everal cnlical rOIl1t11L'nh (\1\ ,Il 

~a' dâwi's fiction. 

In an essay ~urveyIng women's contnbutIon ... In IIteraturl' ln Ihe AI,dl I·N. Ild.lIv 

Kilpatrick briefly discusses the work of al-S.\'dâwÎ Shc pOtnb ouI ,1I-S.I·d.I\" .... (1.'111)\\11 

as a writer, underlinmg "her smcere and couragcoll'" \truggk agalll\t tlll' nppll',\1111l ' lIt 

women. From thts one mlght a~~umc that Kllpatnck Undef\l,lI1d\ al S,I 'tl.m ï\ 

engagement. Howcver, she reVt~ab her\df ln be totally lIhL'n\ltl\'t' 10 tllL' pllllll.i1 .llId 

social context of the allthor'~ work 

When the literary quali[!e~ of Î"iaw;iJ ,1,-Sa'd:mÎ\ 'lOIl\.:\ and nO\ t'I ... ,Ill' 

exarnmcd, however, "orne weaknc"..,e, may he dl..,lU\l'll'd a 1..'1I11llnllllpl.IU· 

style and ratber hrlllted vrX.'abulary, \nl1letllllt'.., ,1 ... Iuvcnly L'OIl \1 rtll 1 1 Il Il alld 

an occaslOnal tende ne)' to tall back on ,ug,try r()rnantIl' el1dlll~... III d tl'\~ 

works shc even show" al! male charactc.:r, III a hall Iighl ft,l 

What Kilpatnck fcfer.;; to negatlvely a ... "comt11onplacc ... tyk" l, ln lau ,II ~,\'d:I\1,Î"" 

rejection of the primacy of ::,tyle and an cxpre\..,!on ofhcr()ppmllilHl11l L'ldl ,111(11111/1\ (lt 

onglOality in favor of a more content-Jaden approdch ln fll't/nn l'Of ,Ii Sa·d:lw/. JI llw/l' 

were a distInctIon to he made between ..,tyle and l'nntent. Il would 110 <!CJt!l>t he Ollt' Il:-­

which style i~ meant to ~erve content 1 he cnmpkxlty and \uhtkly 01 .11 ~a d:I\1,Î'\ 

perception of parnarchy reqlllre~ that ..,he empJ()j' a dellbcr,nt:ly 1I11:tlllhl VIl( 111\ \t:, Iv III f Il !In 

to be under~tocxl de\pltc the cn..,emhk of common plan' "ka.., and pn'l 1" 1\. L'I \ l·t! noll! 1/1, 

that compose the domInant ldeology (and affect ail readl!l1!\} ('llt\..,cqm.:ntly. wll,!! ,IPP",II , 

simple i) an expre~~lOn of al-Sa'dftwî\ ahllny ln render cxtrclIlt.:ly 1I111ll:11L' ,lIul Il!)1 t'd'Il:, 

accepted realmes FurthemlOre, Kilpatnck cntlU/l', al-Sa'd:\\.~,;i\ IN,: 01 .\ '11I1IJll'd 

vocabulary" (apparently a componcnt part of hcr "(.()rnrnonpJace \t) k") Al S,I·ti:I'''' j .., 

unaffecled language pos~c,,~es, howe\.'cr, the potcnual to rcach a wHk'r and more ',q, ):dly 
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varied readershlp in a coumry with exuemely high levels of ilhteracy and where most 

womcn do not have access to higher educatlOn. By u~mg an immediate and collective 

mode of expre~~lOn. al-Sa'dâwî :-.uccee~:h In conveying her Ide as and, not cOIncldemally, 

~hc make!'> her nove!'> more açce!'>~lble. The convergence of these two objectives reveal the 

po!tClca! coherence In al-Sa'dâwi\ Itterary proJect. As for the "slovenly constructions", 

'\ugury roman tIC endtng~" and the evil male characters, these are subjecnve generalizations 

not home out hy ng()mu~ analY'>l'>. WIth a "enes of completely unsubstannated remarks 

on ,>tylc. Kilpatnck tne) to dlmtnl)h the litcrary ment of al-Sa'dâwls fictIon. 

ln contra\t \/vIth Ktlpdtnck\ literary evaluatIon, the Musltm World Revlew of 

nook.\ puhlt,>hcd il ..,hon crItIque of God DieS By the Mie, In which the revlewer states 

th,ll .Ilthough '" plall'. nt the narratIve an: weil wntten," al-Sa'dâwî I~ a problematie wnter 

hel <IU\l' her novcl trangre\~c\ the rropnetle~ prescnbed by blam. Here It IS not the 

Ittc.:r,u)' ljualItlc, \dlllh arc qUl·,tInned, hut rathcr tht' ~urpo~ed betrayal of blamic morab: 

()pprC'>'>II)/l nt wOll1en and c1.h'> and Dr Saadawl's way of 11Iu,>n;:atI'lg thl~ 

l, al \ Il Ill"> grarh Il' and ~cr11l- pornographie. The bla~ phemy and ob"cenlty 

glX'" \00 1.\1 ln mcntlon ln thl' rcvlcw. Sufficc It \0 ..,ay that homo..,exuality, 

t1cl'rophIlI,1 ;1I1d bc,>tI.llIly are .1\1 mentloned In det.lIl ~1uch of what the 

allthor tfll''> III ,>av 1'> 1I11t!ouott'dly true, yet ~ht' demeans herse1f and hcr 

CllI\C h~ her k\I.lI pa,\age~ and un...avory words Thl..,. In essence, is the 

1l1,llad~ pt (Ill' \\IHl1l.'I!· , nllwement today. Thclr genulI1è de~m: ta tïght 

ag,1II1\! the t'\ Il,, of l'l'male ClrCUnlel.,lon, ltllleracy and a mynad of other 

:-'lItrl'nl1~" ,Ill (lllt ut ~ccrtng \\ ah the ~plrit of blam and the example of 

kllldI1l'''' ,IHm li !O \\ on1\.'n hy the hlc'~ed Prophet ~ IS ~landered by a 

IICg,ltlOfl \lI ,dl th,1l 1\ .l!(!rld 111 ~tXlety and the hatred of of the famtly, 

IlHxk:-.ty ,Ifld dl.l\tlty Still. \\C need tnIly IsL mie lady wnters ta explam 

thl' ~ll1"llm ,,l'C. and !O tight for digllIly and JlI~tice for women In a proper 

\\ ,\ v 10 'i 

1\\ Illlph Illg th,ll ,1l-S.1'dJ\\ î 1\ not a "truly hlamic" wnter and that a disrespect for blam i.., 

\, Illptnll\.\lll nf I.'llmlc:mpor,u·y fc:mllll\t movcments In the Middle Ea~t, the revlewer 

l'!ll'1.. t1\\..'h pl.IL'\.' .... f\'ll1lnI,m ln npp()~ltlOn to I..,lam. AI-Sa'dâ\\Î and her work become a 

!,\I~ÇI I\'! ~ell~:r.1l anlll'l:mllll",t l'ntll .. 'I~m Whlle al-Sa'dâ\\î\ cause - through aSSOCIatIOn 

\\Ith kt IlU\tl" l' qll.dItl~d by th~ \Hmh bla~phemy, obscemty, lewd, unsavory. 

111,1!.tdy. nq:atloll ,llld hatft:d. blam 1\ as""oclJted Wlth kmdness, good!\e~~ .. mode~ty, 

dl,l\tlty. ,lIld thl.' propt'r V"IY The revlewer does not di~pllte Muslim women's nght to 
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s01lggle for "digmty and justice," but thlS mu~t he done wllh1l1 the moral p.\r.ldlgm pt 

Islam, Under the shroud of morahty hes the Ideologic~ù objectIve nt dl ... nl, .. htll1!:! km\l\\ ... m 

in general and its various cultural e"pression~ in MlI~lim I.:nunrncs And t'qu.llh 

imponant is the Mushm revlewer's de~lre to elev,lIe blam .ltld dt'knd ttlL' reltglon fllllll 

perceived threats, A~ pomted out ln Chapter Two, kXJIo.1Ilg lTlIlcally ,It 1 ... 1.llllI\.' pllllLï[lk ... 

laid out in the Qur'ân or Haâirh and challenglllg rellgloll'" nonn.., h ,\ pl\1hkm tlll "1 1\ lll' 

Muslims who sense the rcal ho~tlhty of the Wc..,t tow~lflh Ihelr n:-hglPIl Ikv.llI"t' 111,111\ 

femimsts in Egypt as weil as 111 olher ~l1 ... lIm COl1nlne~ dn ljUt'..,t101l tilt' \l'\'''1 lt'lH't\ III 

IsIan, they attract the attennon of Mu ... hm apologl ... t~ who lIIllll"tIIÏ.lbly L'qu.lll' "klllllll"lII" 

with Westernizauon, 

In an article ~ugge~tlvely entltled "La littérature kml!lllH: ," plIbh\ht'd III thl' l'l'Ill Il 

monthly Magazme liuéraIre, the cnuc Ibrahim ,ll-An~.., l'\Plt'\'>C" willel\' lIl'ld t'''\l'1l11,tll''l 

perceptIons of women writer~ Typlcally hl' prc",cllh Arab v .. 'IlIl1I'Il .... III t III Il .1" IIHIII!.' Il 

sorne natural quahty bll1d" the vanOll\ and dl 'parait: \-Hl! \.." lllgl'i Ill' ( , lJI(,t.lph Y \1, .dl \. 

distlnglll~hing them t'rom men'.., fKllon Onl)' III ,\11 arudl' (lll \'vPllll'll \\l1ll'I\ l.11l ,1 \\ IItt[,11 

unquesriol11ngly lump logcther 111 one catcgllly pOl'h, Ill1\. ch,!'> ,1Ill! "lIult ',1111 \. \\ Illl'l \ 

rangmg acro\s a l'l'mury, from half a d07e;1 dIlfcrl'nt L'Olllltlll'o., .1IId l'\llIL'\\11l1' .1 \. 01111'1\ 1 II 

5tylistlc, [orIllal and thernatlc conccrn\ For al-An ... ", Il 1" IHlt \'vhl'l1ll1 WI\.:ll' tlll' .111111111\ 

are wntlng, or what they ..,ay, or how Ihey "ay Il Ihal aIl' thc \lglltlll.llll l,Il 101 " III 

c1a~slfymg their worb: that the auül0r, arc WOI11CtI ,.., thl' d\'ll'llllIll.lllt IIlI l",,{.t1dl\IIIIl!' Ill\' 

nature of thelr literatuft: Thrnllgh tl11'l approal'h, al-An,,\ npll'''''t: ,llId 11i1Itll'I 

contributes to the parnan:hal prtnlïpk that the creallve alld 1111l'lkcIu.\1 j\lllU:"",". 1 li .dl 

women are essentIally thc ... ame, Although a k11l,\k wntl'l ll~l' (ih:HI.1 .11 ~,llllIJ\,1I1 11l.IV 

have a great deal more in commun wlth li male wntl'f II\..e Il.tlllll B,IIII~:tllh,111 .,!tl' Il.1\ \\ 1111 

Mayy Ziyâda or Nâ7lk al-Mal:l',Ll, ,ex,..,t c\"cntlaiI"m dl\le~,lld" hl\IIH Il,d, I~CII"t.\phl\ ,Il 

and soclo-polltlcal fact!'>, glVlI1g pl ccedcnce tll gcmkr a" thl' b,I"I" 10 l'\.Ii li Ill' lill'! ,II ',' 

productIon, The rC~L11t 1.., to ..,ct apanjntlul/tlc /Ul'ralUrt' IroJt1 Lilt'fll{llIt', !'l'IIU,dly 

dominated by men 

Consilitent wIlh the ovcrall Of!cnt.ltlon of hl'> JI1ll'k al-Ail", \:OI1!lllllC'> III cIlIploy 

essennali:.t temllnology to de\cnbc al-Sa'dawÎ\ IÏl't1ol1 and he dcah Wllh her ;1, .1 

particuiarly controver~IaI wnter 

Mais c'est !':aoual SaadaoUl qui \'e\t montrée la plu.., r/ovo<':tntr.: (\:t 

ancIen médccin égyptIen écnt non \culcmcnt pour le.., femme\, Illal.., lorltn; 

l'homme, Se ba~<;jant sur <;j<\ profonde \:onnal..,,,anet: dt: la krnrm.: 
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égyptienne, elle compose des romans dans lesquels la guerre que mène la 

femme n'apparaît plus dirigée contre la société ou contre une histoire de 

l'oppre~~lOn, mal'i bien contre l'homme, Position très radicale qui fait de 

~es roman~ le~ plu'i contTover~és de ces dernIères années. De nombreux 

~ntJque~ le.., rejettent même hors du champ de la littérature proprement dite, 

le.., con..,I<.lérant comme de.., pamphlets dignes d'être étudiés, non par des 

cntlqllc~ httéram~~, mal~ par de~ p~ychanalystes,166 
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Thl'> hnd commcnlary I~ ba\cd on tWQ of the principal themes used to dismiss fiction by 

Il'mInI~l~, In the tiN half of the ljuotanon, a)-Aris~ confidently assens and repeats in 

)lIlce~~IVC "enteIKe" [hat the ~lIm of al-Sa'dâwls IICerary effons can be reduced 

"lIllpll'lIcally tn a "ort ni b,wk of the ~exes, a war waged by woman agaIn~t man. (One 

..,hould IlD\ ()Vl'Ilook a\ mne Il ngul~I1C conven tion the evident essenuulisrn of applying the 

"IIII:-'IJlar ln rL'ler tn tk l'ollcctl\'lty of mèn or women.) Contrary to al-Anss' allegations 

ally care/ul rL',ldlll.l!, 01 al-Sa 'dùwî\ Ilovel" revcah a de~ire to reple~ent the numerous 

IlIlu"uu.'" ot ,( p,lIn,m:h,II-c1a"" S()(!cty In the Middle Ea~t and to present a history of 

lL'prl""l0I111l W~l1dl k)!h men and womcn are VlctlITlS, By 'itres~lllg the Idea that. al­

S,I'd:m:Î lI\C" hcr \l,nung ,>olely a) a weapon [0 attack men, he rcson~ to the typlcal 

dL'lcl1'>l H' ..,Iann: of IndlVldllal ~ \.\ ho fcel threatened by ferlllniSh and who, as dlsclIssed In 

Ch,lplL't Two, ,lr).!.lIC th,1t the'.e "provok.1I1g" women maI1lfc~t an irratlonal aggTes~lVlty and 

dl..,d,1l1l !(}\\,illd" ail men, l'hu" ,Il-t\m~ ~ee,> In aJ-Sa'düwî the stereotype Image of the 

"r,lhld !t'mllll'!" \1, tH1'\e IltL'fary productIOn l' .. '>Imply an expre~slOn of wamor-lIke zea!. 

The 'Ù'PfHI Ihl'Illc emage,>;l\ al-Âm~ attcmpt~ to dl"engage himself [rom the 

I..nuque By rL'fl'rnng to the \'Iew~ ot numerou" unnamed cntlCS, lt 1'> ,>ugge'ited thut the 

1,ldI,'.III,m (II ,Il Sa'd,"mi\ "-or\.." ki" c.1U~cd them to becornc the ~ubJec[ of rccent 

l',lIWI 1\ t'r,,:- 111 \\Il1dl thelr 11Ierary Illalt 1'> qlle~tIoned AI-An~s note" th,lI many critlcs 

Il'IlI'l' III Illcltldc hel !lm d~ wlthl!1 the n:alm of litt'rature "propcrly ,>peakmg." Berc he 

l'lin \ l..'IlIL' 11\1 Y pro\ Ide" ,Hl n.ullplc 01 hD\\' certall1 l11ember~ of Ihe literary l'ommul1Ity 

,lIbllI.l!tl~ dL'l1l1t' IIle/.llure III a rnalllll.'r whlch ,illaw:-, them 10 exclude works expressmg 

1IIlLI\\ll.lhk pn!J!J~ .. lIld(',ls, That ~omc of al-Sa'dàwî's detractors desl'ribe her novels as 

"p.ll11phk'h," \\Unh) nI' ,1 p"ychoanaly"t's attention and not that of a hterary l'nue, is a 

\ 1\ li,! dl..'lJ1nn\lTatlnn of the dl"l11ls~l\'e attitude prevalent amollg some erilIcs. lndeed a1-

An,,' l'lItlfl' l'IlIl1ll1l'lltary 1'. ahgnl..'d wah tho~e attltudc~, for Il II! loaded with negative 

11l1111UI.ltlllfl\ .Ind t'xclu\lvely hostde çntICl~m whlch anns more at dlmmlshing al­

S,I'd.IV. i\ lltl..'r.\l;: ,Klllcwm~nt~ th,ln at providlOg an Inslghtful critique of her fiction. 
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Finally, in Woman Againsr Her Se.\ 167 Georges Tarabishl apphes Freudwll 

psychoanalytic theory in order to dcconstruct several of al-Sa'd~h\ IS novel~ and ~hort 

stories, No doubt the most extensive and In some ways the mo~t ch,\\h.'ngl\\g l"ntlljm' nf 

al-Sa'diwî (more because of its pseudofeminist perspective rhan hcc.H1..,r 01 the.' fOlrc 01 Ih 

arguments), Tarablshi's book argues that her tictlOn betray~ an antlfL'!l11l\l\1 Ix'nt \\-'Ilch rail 

be observed through an examination of the aspirations and act.ons of tht' hl'rnll\t'~ 

According to Tarabishl, al-Sa'dâwÎ has unconsclou~ly a~~imilatl'd "mak Hkology" .md, 

again unconsciously, used her female characters 10 expre~s that Ideology Thlllllgholit hl.., 

study he endeavors to lliustrate that the protagom~ts are 111 efft-ct llt'g.ltl\'C ltll.lgn 01 

feminism, that they do not aet aga1l1st patnarchy, but rather retnfol'. .. ·t' Il 1 Il' (k~n\lx·.., thl' 

protagonists as individuallstic chtists who suff~r from numcroll'> hl:lIdlall col11pk\l''> ,Illtl 

suggests that their neurosls results from a wl,>h to ('~çape thclr lem.tlc Clll1dttlllfl, Itom thell 

rejection of the communIty of women - tndeed thclr "hatred for 111l'1ll hl' t .., 01 thell OWIl 

sex"168- and their identIfication with ma~clllmc values A'> wlil he ..,hmvll 11\ my .11Ialy..,,,, 

of al-Sa'dâwî\ novels, her herome~ ale not bOl'll-fl'lllllll..,h 1101 aIl' thl'Y n:ttllpk.., "10 hl' 

emulated" and paradigms "to be rewred."lh9 Al-Sa'd:ÎwÎ ptC'Iet1h thé !l!Ol'l'''''''l', Ily 

which women are conditioned to be "femmtnc" and thmugh WhlCh thl')' .\Jl' dOllllll,lll'd Ily 

maks, as well as how they attempt to nd thcTmclvc, 01 buth the ull1thll0l11llg .\Ill! thl' 

domination. 111e reader's empathy wilh the protagofll,>h dOl'.., Ilot ,>tl'Ill \0 llllil h Iloll1 tlH'l1 

heroic attacks on patriarchal in~tltutlon!'. at the end olc;tl'h Ilovl'l, hut III thell dlolh tn 

resolve the eXl~tential cn~e~ emergmg from thl'lr contIadlctory dl'..,lIl'\ tn rdwl :tnd tll 

confonn. Tarabi~hl ha~ 19nored the complcx p'>ycholnglcJI dCVl'lupllh'lll 01 Ihl' 

protagonists, adoptmg a reduetive and ..,talle VICW of the p,yche Whll h :t1mO'>t ('olllplrtrly 

overlooks the signitïcance of thc dlalectlc of the uncon..,clou.., and the COINïOl\'> 

Although Tarab1~hi wntes m a clanticatton at tht: end 01 tht: 1.l1glt..,h tralhlatlllll, litai 

his "analy~is never claimed to dCdl wlth the per..,onallty nI' the wntl'r 1 al S,,' düwi 1 bui (Ill 1 y 

the personahties of her hrromes," 171) it 1'> CVldcnt that rnJlly of hl'> t Olllll1l'lIl,> t' xte!ld !t, tlte 

author of the novels He claim~ that al-Sa'dâwî\ dcft:ncc 01 hn pwtagol1l\l.., (Ill lin I('ply 

included ln the Engh"ih ver'>lon) indlcatc\ her Identification wllh Ihem,171 llnplylllV tltat ',Ill' 

suffers from the complexes and clIti',1ll whlch he anflbute,> to the herollll''> hll1hl'lllIort:, 

he states clearlv m the mtroductIon that hl'> cntlci,>m 1'> dlrected agam,>t al-S,,'df'twî .... 

presumed intemahzation of antiwomen notIon,>: 

'" what we cnticize in thl'l partlcuiar woman\ Il e al-Sa'dâwî\1 Vl,>\on of the 

world is not a product of her mner ,>elf, nor the outcome of her rchclilorl agaIn,>t 
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her colom7eT, but, on the contrary, the result of her having Identified with her 

colonJ7cr and IOtemah7ed man',; hosnle Ideology, In other words, our criucism 

wlll bl,! hla ... ed ln favour of the woman who is inslde the wornan, 50 that the 

cntlCI ... m can hetter focu,> on reachmg the man who IS mSlde the woman. 171 

If one bnd1y con"'lder ... the approach proposed by Tarabl..,hl, one 15 Immediately 

... truck hy hl'> vague u ... e ot language WhlCh, whlle ,>uggestmg an empathy wlth women, IS 

V( lit! III any rLal TI1l'aning l Je ObvlOu~ly intends to undenake an analY">ls of sorne of the 

L"l)rnpOrlLflh of al-Sa'dîawî\ llncon'>clOll .... There 1'> the "lnner ",elf' J.gamst WhlCh his 

li ltJCI\111 1\ n()1 dm:Cied and whrch apparently corre",ponds WIth the gO<.xi "woman m~lde 

thL' wnlll,tn .. On Ihe other hand, Ihere 1\ al-Sa'dîawÎ's IdentIfICation \vlth her "colonizer" 

(1l1l'n) :lnd her IlltCI nah 7<ltlOn nI .. man'" hŒlIle Ideology." thal 1 \. "the man inslde the 

WIlIll.\Il," whll.:h 1\ the obJcct (lI 1 ar"bl,>hl\ l'nuque. And It 1'> ln tlm very :-.ume manner 

that T.lrahl\hl VI~\""\ thè hèfOll1c\' p~yche\. the Innel ~elf (~oman Imide the \Voman) is a 

rL'!l()v.tll'd \er"lol1!lt tht.' I..'lèfll,dJcmlnltlc c.\.\t'nc{' \\hll'h is \0 oeM to Frelllk\n~ and 

l'\"L'IlII,d II) P,1l11.tIChy\ hll'ra!<:hll hal order 

l'Ill'I'.: 1'> ail ohVIOU\ [1,\\1" for a p'lydloanal)tlC examlflatlon al-Sa'dâ\~î\ 'fiction, 

III 1\\L'\ l'l, '1 .lI .thl ,Ill\ appro,l\: h 1 ... nddlcd WHh a tran:-.parcnt duplll'lty 'Jo. il Il'h undoubtedly 

.II hl' ... tlOIll !JI'" .Ittl'l1lP! ln lI"l' heud (whOse theone'> on femminlty arc notonou~ for thel!' 

C"\L'IlIl,llI"'m) III onkl tn dl..'r1I(Hl\trare the unCOIl'>CIOUS untIfel1llrll\m of a POlltlCally 

VI '11\, III li , .l/ld l Plllllllllcd fclllllll,>t III;., UlllTltll'al acceptance ot !'lèudlan theone\ on 

dl...,(ll1l t klllllllrJl' .Inti 1l1,I'>L'lIhnc llarllrè" kad ... hll1l - --lI\..c Freud --- to confu~è fenllnmily 

,llld 11l,l\clIlltllly tl'lIltlll,d lOIl,l!UCt\) \\lth ft'makn('",> and rn,lknc"" (biologlL'al fact~) 

(\\Il'.t'll\it'Illl), \\hJll' .tl-S,l'd.mÎ ,ll1d her prot3g0111,>h ICJecr "fell1ll11l1ny" und l111ght be 

l Pl1'.llkll'd ,1I1\lklllllllllL', \11 th,lI the) refu\e ,>ometmle", tn confomllO the ~oclall1ùnns of 

klllll\lllL' hl'h,\\'lur .mL! art' l'fltll.tl nf \\'Oll1cn \l, ho blindly and ~Ubnl1\'il\ cl)' al'l'L'pt their 

Iflkn(\!lly. l'.\!al1l' .. hlllltèrpll't\ thl\ a:-- belli); antl\\omcn, pnm,lrily becau,>e he Ih1I1k-. that 

l!t\.' l!lllll\\ lIt "kllllllllllt)" aIL' a Il.ltural and nec\:\,ary consequence of pos ... c,>Stng ovarIe ... , 

,111(,'111\ ,lnd Plhl'r l'hal,ll'tc:ri\llI..'~ of femalene,>:-- 1 k holds that the pror,lgonl\h' dlfficultlè'l 

III .1"l'PIlilg l hl' ;l1l,lh l!111l' qll,llttlè~ of hein~ a \\ om,ln arc \Ign~ of thelr den lai of the lf 

\1.'\.1:,11 "kll(I!) ,1I1d rhl'!r rn~l(lJty, but lt l, prèl'l"dy Ihme qualItle:-. whlt:h ~CX:let) u~es as a 

b,t'l" lill dl\LTI1l1111,llll1g ,I~aln"t W0I11(.'11. and lt Î", the dl\Crinllnauon, not thelr Identicatlon 

\\ Ilh m,lle\. Whldl 1" the l'.lll:-.e nt" the hc'roll1e~' ambl\'alt 1! feeltng" !O\vards rheir 

km.dclle,... Tnm:a11y p~yl'hhltn~b -- or 111 thls case a wOllld-be-p~ychoal1a1ysr - who 

li,,) Illlt <..'l)l1lprc!1çnd the b,I""1C notions l'onœmmg gender ~lXlalization, diagnose as 
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neurotic, suffering from "penis env)''' and frigiday. women '" ho I..'halkn~t' ~I.'ndl.'r n)\\.'\ III 

refuse to accept the ide a of an inherent psychologlc.ll dltTerence Oe(\\t'l'!1 men and \\ "llll'n 

Despite his statements in favour of women and femlnl~m. Tarahl\llI dIx'", TlI)( 'l't'm hl 

understand the social. eultuml. polluc..!!. and eC0l10l1lK fal.'(oP .. \\ hldl IInp"1t!t' l)fl \\ l'lIIl'lI, 

psyche and condition th~lr thoughts and actions 1 k prt',enh Illtlhl'll .1\ .\Il .Ilh III \\ OIllCII 

against what he V1C\\~ as an expre,,'non of anllfenllnl\lll. )'et the thelllt'lIl',lllll1dt'IPllllllllt" 

ofhlseritique and hl\ Ideas ahout k'l11.1le "e\uallry dCl1lon\tlatl.'!1I\ rt'lII)~I.hk Pc/ù'ptlllll 

of feminism 111 part1cualr and of women ln );!eneral SIIlIII.lr ln 1-1 t'ut! \ \\ 11l11I!!\ 1)11 

femimnty, Tarahl ,hl\ en tique of al-S a 'uil\\. î plovldl'~ OI1\.' \\ Il Il IllOlt' III Il II 1ll.1Il III1 .1111 1111 l!l,' 

author than lt doe~ abOLit the subject umkr ~tlldy 

My examtnation of the foregotn);! l\uotallnn" '" Ilot tlltl'nded 10 ~lI)!gl"1 Ih:1t .11 

Sa'dâwIs fiction h probkm-free and above LTlltL't\11l Rather, 1 wallt tlll'lllph.l\lll' thl' 

graruirolls and ho\ule way 111 whH.'h often regard h~'r \\lll~ and (hl' IlIlCI .lh"L'llll' \lI 

subtantial argument\ 111 tht'lrcomIlWnt.lrte.., Il \t'l'm\ Ih.1I al-S.I'd.Î\\i\ Il()\t'I\ 1Il11\~' "Il 

radically aga1l1\t the dOll1l n.mt Ideolo~l('al alld :lC\thL'IIl' l'Ill! L'Il h th.llllil h\' dll Ilpl kel 

obliged to arply the '>,lll1C ngor re'lervcd lor mon: l.'lIlVClltlllll.d \\ IlIl'l \ ()l1l' )l,'h thL' 

imprc'\)lOn that hel lllcr,ir)' pol1rait of patn.treh,tl du 1111 Ilat III Il , l, l.1'''' ()(1l'll',,'lllll .11ll! 

rehpOll) h~pocn"iy pro\okl.''1 l'mol1onal rcal.'lton\ IIl\tcdd pl LlltOIl.il .1I1.t1 Y\I\ 1I(lllll 1 li Il " 

who are 11l1comfurtahle \\IlIh her tdl'~h and dlrl.·ct \t) le 

Il. The ~O\els: Protagoni~ts and ~arration 

rwn Women ln ()ne . God /J/n Uv 11U' Nife and ~~ nf!lW/ al IJu/fll /l'f() .Ire 

con,truc[cd around the ex penencc'> nf femalt' protagormh \\ ho undcq!o tltl' Il Of Il J.II ',f 1(. I.JI 

çonditioning of thelr da..,'), Bahiyyah (Bahl.lh)17~ 111 7 Wu Wlift!nr III (hl(', ;.., il )t}llllj! 

mlddk-cla,~ meJJcal qudl.'nt who 1J\t'" wllh her p,m:llt\ Iii (',Illll III thl' "lIY III ,t P:ll't , 

of the novelll blTOIllC\ CVlcknt Ihal Batllyyah 1\ ,>oI1K'v"h.tt d:tfl'rel1l 110i!1 th ... olh"1 Ill~'dl' ,tl 

student'l; ..,he dne.., not \l'em to ~hal't: the '>ame pn..'()~ .. llllutr!)n~.I\ Il)!))! IIf Ihe 11I,lk .Ille! 

female mecltcal ,tudenh and her bchavlor t'> \h~htJy atypll,t1 IIow!'\Tr, twr 11ft', ttt'I 

s[udles, her f.lmtly and the future planned lor her hy her LUl111y art' ail very r;'Jlll :tI,,1 her 

nuddle-clas'l milieu ln God Dies h .... the !\'t!e, Zaktyyah (Z:tkcya), il tllldd l,: d)ln!. 1I111t'rdll' 
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pea\ant, live ... wnh her brother and hls two daughters in a vIllage ruled by a tyranmcal 

mayor. She 1\ a wldow and her only livmg son has been drafted. The reader IS glven 

\harp gl1mp ... c ... Into 2'.akiyyah's past, provldmg Images of her chIldhood and marnage 

WhlCh undcr..,core the dllflcultle ... faced by many women villag.er ... , who are largely poor. 

uneduL"ltcd, explot[cd and powerless. The other female character~, wlth the ~lgmficant 

t,:,XU:ptlOO\ of the m.tynr\ wlfe and the diiJ ah, 174 are young women whose lIves are 

dl~ [,lll·tI hy the \aml.' f()rcc~ whl(:h controlled Zaklyyah\ lIfe Whiie the pt'a'iant women 

arc dqHLlcd ,\'> lndqxndcnt-thmklng and phY\ICally strong ll1dIVlduJ.h, there 1';; .;;omething 

p:tl!llllI,lr III /,I~I:yah\ rctu\al to 'Iurrender ln the har"hnc,,'1 ofher lire. Her upnght galt 

,trld ddïant cyl.''. II1dICt!C an lfltcnsc de'me tn ..,umlount her oppre..,..,lOn whlCh dl~tIngU1~hes 

!lvi Il()l ()nl) hOIll rhe ()rher women out aho from Ihe male pèa,>ant'\ In n oman (le PauL( 

/"",, IIIl!.\\,",'\ 1l1Id,\1I") III \1\ l'.., flnm ont' -'ltuatlOn to the nè\l. è'\penCnl'lng a cnmtant 

IHoln.., ot '>Oll,tllll.lngt '\:-' ,1 \:h:ld ,>he W.I" part of the pC,I,>~lI1tr). but aller the dt'ath~ of 

Il,'1 Ill' IllJa and LI!lll'!, "he 1'> adnpted hy her a::JwrÎ LInde who t.l"-C' her to C~uro, -;cnds 

Ill" ln ,>, hOIlI.l'\plllll\ hCI and tïnall~ lll,lrnl.''' her ln an a\anOll~, ..,!(k. nllddk-da:-.\ old 

111.111 ~Ill' lkl" h""r hll,>h,md and ,lltcr nurnernu" hard..,hlp", bt'l'oll1e~ a '>lin:t'.., .. ,ful 

IlIll\llllltL', l'Il Ill) lJl:.! 11tl' lum/ort of the duc \\'hether 1t be III the \ Illagt\ tht' .,eu.1ndary 

\1 hllol 'lI tht' ..,!ll'l'!. Ilrdav.\ h,\" expenelll'e" which are COll111lnn [0 other wornen III .,lll1llar 

\ltll.lIIOtl-. 

ï ,1\..l'l1 '>l'p,U alel)' l'al'h nnvd pnrtray" l1uk 001l1Jn<ltlon in a "pccitk ~()cial 

VI1\ 111111111 ... '111. hlm n l'l, V\ ht'fl b!ought 111gether the lhrcc \\nrK'" providc a cro.,,, 'cction of 

1 ;t\jlll,11l p.Ilr1.lllh~ Ilw 1\ not ln \a~ tlut, for IIhlalll'C:. ail pt'a..,ant '1,01111.'11 are li"-e 

/,I~I\ \.th. but Llllll:l Ih,1l ,tlmn\l .dl \1,\1I11('n fIUm the pea .... U1t~ c:-.pellc'I1I.'C 111 the (our~e of 

th\'11 Il\n "111111.11 tnrIll" ot 0pplt',>..,llln and t"pl{lJ[alll1n Bahl))'ah, Z,I)...lyyah and Fmlaw~ 

.IIl' u li Il 1 Il Il IL'd b\ Ihc "und,IlLl p.llnall'hal contrul.., nf Ihclr rc)pcl'tl\C ,>ol'lall'ontC\h and. 

!lI t:\ 1 1111,,' ,>h'p 1 111l11l' l, 1 he Ir tl'I1l'! a II /ed 1.' \ Ih~nc tll'C of l11.lle dOl1llnatlOtl l\m he \' Iè' \\ cd a\ 

1.\\:\1I\\lll\ tll \\1\IIll')\ \)1.111 d"..,..,e.., Thl'lllwl.'!:-. de,11 \\!th the panJL'lilar ("pre",slOn~ ot 

P,IIII.III. Il,1I ,illlh\)III;.. L'lllph,l'I/lng lh vanet) of fOn1l'> and l!~ \mgulanty of cffel't \~hlch is 

tlll' fIl.1111Il'I1.1111.1' ,l[ m,Ile \lIpt'rwnl). 

\\ Illk II l' liUl-' th,ll Ihe thlcc hl'roll1c:-, have ddTerent sOÇlal referenCt'~, are 

\ "'I!!\Il/t'd III .Ill kll.'lll \\ .1>' ,1111.1 c"rn.·'>~ Ihelr rl.'\l'>taoce dllTerently. Jt i:, aho truc that they 

,Ill ,11.'1 trl~lt\ Idu,llh ,I~.tllht IhL' ..,.lIlll' '>y..,11.'111 of dOl111natiOn. l'hallenglng the ,rate of 

\llhllll\"I\I/1 l"l'l'lled pl' km,lIn ln f.ll't, thc:re 1.., a cnmmon mn\'ement hy rhe three 

\\ IlIIIl'n a" l',ld1 \IIIL' t'lIll'lbL''' flL)m a rclati\c ~t.ltc ot \llhml~"'I()n. attam1l1g plateaus of 



6 ·t 

awareness and finally becommg openly sUb\'erslve. The Sltlul.lntlC\ Hl thl' Pfllt.l!!l}IlI,l\ 

progression from submisslOn to subversion underhne thc hnlltC'd dll)ll.'t" ntkn'd ln 

women and confirm), the theslS that women\ ~Ond1tlOn Il\ F ~ypl 1\ m.\t \..l.'d b\ Ih\'! 

annnomy. The protagonlst!'l (and women 111 genè'r .. ll) mu'>t \.·')'lIlllu.llh .. Ihhl' bl't\\lYIl 

submittmg and subvertlng; all the e'\1,>tentlallkl.'I,>JOn, tht') 1ll.lkt' .Ill' )!\lH'tllCd b\ thc,\.' 

two posslblmes. Con,equently Ihere 1" a pt·ml.Hlenl ... Ire" on lhclr p')l'hc .1\ thn .lltClllpl 

to reconcile the demands of ~lX'lety wHh thelr de~lre tn alï trl'l'h 1\\ \1l"lllltllll~ 1\) thl' 

norms, they aet agall1st them",elve", and hy ch,llkng\l1g Ih\.'m. Ih,') l'Iller 11H11 ,lIlllh,1 \\ 1111 

the "guardians" of the '<X'1.11 ordcr Ikl.':lLl'\.' oflhl' tl'n'IOIl. thl' \\Ollk'll' Il li 1\ ,'111,'111 l' 

fraught wnh Incon,i"tenclcs and regre~",lnn, a, they dn h,lttk \~ IIh th,'lI ,lh,·n.IIHIII 1 hn 

do not alway" succe~d ln o\'en:ommg thelr COndltlnl1Jl1!:! V.lll .. :h h.h.1 hpl.! nI! Ikll p'" Il\' 
throughout the major rart of the noveh The deallL'Il,IIHII1 nt the p,:.l'IH· h ,1,11Il'\\'1I .l[ [!l,' 

moment when th~ ht'rome\ percel\'e the l'all~e\ .Ipd a,l!L'llh ot thell pppr,'''\( ln .\IId ll'.!'\.' tp 

fl!a.r them Theret~lrt'. although the prog.rc\\\on 110111 'llhllll"lllI\ tp 'UI1\\.·[-'III1\ 1..\1111111 k 

descnbed a" trul)' hncar. lt 1\ an:ornp.lllll'd hy a dl.'! lnltl' and lInh.dlll\g 1I1\l\ ,·tlll·n! 1111111 . 
uncon~ClOll",ne,>, 10 l'(lI1'>L'lOU",l1l'\'>, It 1\ the IW(1 pnl\.·\..· ... ,l'\ tllt!l'Ihn th.!! .11111\\ thl' h,'IIIIII,', 

to rl'solve the tethlon and Jet lI1dL'pl'nd, 'ltly 

The three nml'l" l11anlk\t Inherent \1I11llantIco.,.dL'wloplll).!.11l dl'-llll,t \~,l\'" till' 

progression of a \\'ol11an t'rom \ub1l11'>'I\)(l tn \llhvL'r\IllI1, )l't till" don IH 1\ llllph Ih,\1 Illn 

p()<;se~s the ~Jmt' narra!1 \ e ... trUl'!ure Eal'h nové! rt'vl..\lh :Ill ,1 hu nd,lllll.· (lt ILtT 1.111\ (. 

idlo ... yncracies 011 thL' rnnnal k"l'l whll.:h h.IVl' lkar ..,l·lll,1I1111. Il,111\1.1111111'. 1',11111111.11/\ 

slgmficam 1 ... the narrative dl,>tam:l' wl\lch ,d-S.I'd,-\\\ i IN'" t:1 kt tl' .. \'\y III ,'\1 Ik,' \It\ 

herOlne'~ statl' nt COl1,>CIou,>nl..'\\ Twu H'lift/l'fI 11/ Of/t' 1.., fl·l.lll'd III tll!' Il1ut! plI l'Il 1,\ .1 

narrator who,>\? p\?r~pcctlvc 1\ e\lrcnl(~Iy c!O'lC ln th,1l 01 B.lhl> ),111 :\1 ht Hllt· .11 ,( Ilt)1 d III 

the ... treel~ and ln the company of I1cr L·OI1l11.1l110n, S.t1ill1 (~.tk~·lll). Bd"/\ Y .Ih\ p'-''' t'plt!)11 

of herself and othL'r" l' e'pn,>ed hy th\..' '>Y!l1Il.lthl'IIL nall,l\tll 1 hl' \1I1.dl dhl.1I1ll.' h, 1'.>".l'('11 

the narralor and the prowgolll..,t Il'IkL'l\ [hl' prox 1!1llt y of B.dll):' .1 h " li III \l 11111\ II) }JI'I 

unconSCI011~ A" Bahlyyan t)l,:Ç()IllC~ morc con..,CIOll\. Iht: .dlinn)' hel'M'cll bu dlld 1111' 

narrator ITlcn:a'>e' and thert: 1'> almo"t a fU'ltll1 (lI thr..: t~tl. the prnl,l;'olll,>t vl!tll.tlh 

a<;sun1l1lg the cntlcal aV.:arene ... " ot tht.: f1drr,ttor 

Unhke the eXl'lthlvc relatlon,tllp hl'l\\l'l'rJ the narr.ltqr and thl' protaf!OIlI\1 III 1 \\() 

~V'omen ltI One, Hl God f)IC.\ hy the Ntle the 1L'.lckr cnulIrnter,> a l.lrj.'dl' 1I1l111Io..,Ut':11 

narrator who n1ove~ among the dlfterent narrative loc,lt/on\, I..han,l!!t1g pCI'pu_IlVl' .1\ It 

shifts from one charactcr to the ncxt Throll~hout thc !1oVl'l, the lwrdttlr " Ire<]ul'Ilt 
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dl\placemenb glve one in'iight into the ~&ret thoughts and privare actions of a multitude of 

vlllager~. The dl ffu\lon of the narrative perspective is used to stress the collective state of 

\Uhml\\IOn ln WhlCh the vlliager ... find lhemselves. HoweveT, Zaklyyah is the most 

developcd lharacter and the n.uTator regularly returns to her because she alone mamfests 

\Ij!n., of an cmergrng COn.,Clou ... ne.". Nevcrtheles~. the narrator keeps an obJectlve 

dl..,tance trorn Ihe proragomo..t, ~uggesting that Zakiyyah's unCOn\ClOUS dommates her 

p.,yrhc 

III iromllfl lU Point Zao, al-Sa'dâwi present~ a narratIon withm a narratlon. The 

noveJ opt'n\ wllh a p'>yclllalmr ret'ountmg In the fir~t per<.,on, the events which lead to her 

IlItt.:ft·\t III a panlcul..u- "'(lm;ln pn ... oner. She explaJn~ that ~he wa.., collel..'rmg data on 

wnlllcn III pfl\tln 1), hen one nt ha ~'nlkagLle ... workmg ln the pmon drew her attention to 

Iht·l'.'''l' DII 1ft!.1\),\ AUer rdu..,îng on ,>c\era! OCC:blon~ tomeet WIth the p"ychl3tmt, 

IlId,IV." tïllall)' 111\ Ill''' h~r IntI} the l'cil The moment the p"'YChldtn'>t enter~ the œil. 

lud,lw\ t.I\..\.'\ O\l'! th\.' n.llratlnn. lon\..lng OJL:\.. nveT the even!'. of her IIk The novel 

d'l\l· ... 1), Ill! the Ih~dll,l[ml rt\I""ullllng the role ofnarrator The l'ore Ofihc nove! i". 

[hl'Il'tl Ill', 1 Ird.m \' 1l1CIJl()/lt'" cololl[et! hy her cntll.',tlundcN,mdmg. ot her pa~t. Whlk 

tl'iimg Ih\.' \[01 ~, II/d,l\" '> L'\PCL'\'oL:\ an acutc awarene ... ' and coherent perception of how 

p.ltll.lldl) (IJK'/,\!C'" on fl·m.lll·" from chddhnod lhrou!,!h the dllfercnt \rage" of their lives. 

ï hl' III"'! Pl'f..,O/l n.IIT,III\ l' 1.., a rl'tlct'Ilon nI' [11i' . .Iwarene"" and [he ecllp'>lng of patnarchy·.., 

Ilk()ln~ Il ,t1 \'!llllllli (1\ cr ha P\:- dl\.' 

l·IlII)..c Ihr pl< )1.1~()IlI'I\. the Il.lrrator ... ,Ife frce of the Ideolog.î\.'al trarpJng~ of 

P,\III,lIdl) J'hell ,\hlll[\ [,1 pl'ru:l\e "rt'allt)'" 1" llolmam.:d lIy palnarchal notlOI1\ v.:hich 

.11 ln 1 thl' (Uh.l lll\l Il lll\ ,llld pl.IPIl' th~' hcrnll1c:-.' p'>yche, UIll\lng thcm ln feaf. feel gUllt and 

..,u!lllll( \\ hl'It"h Iht' P(()l,l~(llll"h Illdl loward" and adlll.?ve degree\ of ;IV,arCl1es<;. 

)2.1 .\dll,\I1~ \111 Il lPli III Ill).! ~'l'I1.tlll .hpl'l'h 01 thclr al!enatlon, the thret..' pnncipal narrator ... 

(.\I\\\l\l~ \ ... hlllll \IIW m.l~ .Iho ~\lUllt the p\ychlatrI\t-narr,ltor 01 Wommz Il! ?oinl Zero) are 

... HU,lIed \ Hl tht' pl.\llL' nt tnt,1l 1.'( llh\.' !O\l ... llL·...... The convergenc(' of the protagomst' s 

l't'lu'ptllHl \\ IIh th,11 pt tht' n,lITalnr 1\ ,1 ~l1htk repre~entatlon 01 the c\'olutIon occurring in 

Ihr hl'TnlllC ... P') dh.' ,1\ \he dl,l\\'" clemcnt ... from the uncon"'ClOU<; to the kvel of 

~ \ 111'I.IIIU"IlI'''' .111.1 I1ltl\ \.''> I/Om "l1hmi\~llln 10 ~uhver~lon, 



66 

III. Phases and Crises 

In charting the protagonists' progres:-'lon from :-'lIhnll~,,\()n ln "uh\l'p,illll. nlll' 

observes an ascendmg movement dlVlded inlo a ~ene\ ut" pha\c\ II (lIK' ulIlIÎnc:-. the 

analysis of the narratives to the major I:hronologKal dC\l'lnplllt'(\['I II1l',H. h h,'I\lllll'\ llk. 

three phases can be di'itlngui.;hed. two of whK'h are hfl)lI~hl ln ,1 \llIh'llI,hlll 11\ ,1 l fi'" 
fonning Ù1e pomt of transition to the ne"l plM~e TIlt' ph.l'l'~ .tr,' 1ll.1I !..cd b~ l,'I1.l1n 

problems and pDgre,se, and corre"pond wllh the dllfcrl'n! '1.111.'\ III ,'\lIl\,lIlll'Ill'"'' 

expenenced by the protagom,t a~ "he clllt'rgc'l frulll a COndltln!l 011l'1.111\1.' \Ullllll'''ltlll .\1 

the begmning of the n:UTatlve, the three womcn appear (1) l'onl 1 li III .l'l'IlCI,tlh III thl' ,,1\ l,II 

C'onvent1on~, ofthcIr re:-.pel'tlvc 11liIteU'l, hUI III 'lgJ1lIII'.ll1t V..I~' Ilw\' 11\..l' 111,111\ \~llllll'll 

- distance them"elve" ,Iightly l'rom the h.l'Idllll' 01 .lb'lllull' "Uhllll''IlIlil ~l'\t'I lhck\\ 

the ir effon:-. to m:llntam t hat dl ,ta!1~:e or llllT,'.I"e 1 t aIl' l'Illh (1.11 Ill'd Il, t hl' l' 1\.'1, 1 \ \' l,,, ll'\ ni 

patnarchv or the gravl!.H1onal pull of thclr alll'n.llloll, It 1\ tll Ihn~' tlll, \" Ih,lt tlln ,,"h11 111 . .. 
and agatn,,>t whll .. h th~y re:-'l\t Thèlr llllCIl!1\I'Hlll\ and rUll\llllll\ d\'\lll''', IIlIHIt'hh dllt! 

actions either dll111nt\h O[ wllkn the hle.ldl nl'l\\"l'1'11 ah\lllllte \\lI1IlIl\\11I11 ,llltl Ihl"11 \t.lt\' III 

bemg, \Vhile the L'OIHext and C\l'nh of thL' thlèl' 110\1.'1\ .11 l' \L'l\ dll kll'Ilt. Illt' ph.I\\'\ ,1Ild 

crises expcncnœd by the protagof1l,t\ 1l1.lf1lk\t lI11polt.lI1! p.lI.dkl\ \\ IIlll1 illlIo.,lI.llt' tlll' 

unrelenting nature ofpatnan:hal dOlllllla!lO!1, Ilowl'\L'r. tl1l'll' :Ill' IlIlllh III tlll' .1I1,tln).!IV" 

whlCh can be made netween the threc lluve\-' COI"'l'ljlll'ntl~.1 \\:1111 t" pl.llt' l'IlIph.l\I\ 1111 

the ~imilarpattern ofrcpre''IlOn and rl'\l\tanu:" v.-hllh al-S,I'tI:Iv.Î dL'\l!lhn III !hL'\C 

works, and al the ~ame Ume .,Ire." the dll.,lIlKt reldl1l111\hlp"" PC!\pl'l llvc\ ,tnd npt'lll.ïlll'\ 

of the three herO!ne~, 

Phase 1: Repetition 

The flr~t pha,e of Bahiyyah\, Zaklyyah', and Flrda ..... " 1I1O'vl'1lll'1I1 tllwdrd\ 

subversion lS charactcrized by a rcpètJtlon of 'Ifllllar, but not Idl'lltllal, l'-:pCIIl'llll'') V.lill li 

underline the ... pecific nature of thelr opprc.,..,1<10 The rl'petltlon ,d..,,, ernph,I'I/L'" 1 hl.' U'IIII,d 

elements in the protagonI,t\ hfe, the rnean, ,>he PO\\l'\"L'I lOf lhall).!ln1! he! IlIl' ,lnd tht.: 

contradictions between her 1I1dependent thought,> and dC'>/rc,> and Ihe dlll'JHCd \!lU,tI y,tltl(' , 

and convention~, Each repeated expcnencc tn the ,cne'> ha,> a dm'cl ,llld (fHllpkx effed 011 
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the henllnc\ p"y<..hc, opcratmg on her alienation and mcreasing subtly her level of 

con ... C1l)u\nc...... In tad, the P\ychotoglcallmpact of the expenences appear\ to gaIn ln 

Jr1tt:n ... lly WlIh Cal h rcpdltlOn and one ~n...e., an almmt regular mental dl~placement as tht: 

pre )laL':(Jlll~l\ hl>( t )IllC progn""\lvdy more aware of the agent" of thelr oppres"'lOn and 

dllC'llIpt l() rc ... ol\e thC:lr Illtc:m,t1 connlet ... lInwever, d'lflng thl~ phal,e the: he ... llate ra 

l h,dkn~\.' ln .t (kt Illlllve 1ll.lTlnc:r the uieo!oglCal hasl~ of thelr oppre'>,>lOn and are 

L tlntln t1,dl! Il II n hel WL'cn an l' xpre ... \lon of thclr WIll to ... ubven and an lInCün trollable 

!1'IHklh y 10 \l1hl1l1l l'lllillaidy Ihe n,'pl·tltlnl1 1IIlder ... core~ Ihe per'll\tcnt power of 

p.ltll.lrL h,t! .Illtl\( li lllt'\, and dC!1lnll,trate" the dq!ree 11) whlch the protagonio;;ts' behavior 

.md thllll)..'l1h tlutllk\l lite ,lf1llnomy 01 \uhtnl\\lon .tnd ,>ubVer\lOn 

11\ / \\U a 1I1I1t'l1 /II (hll' Iht' ph.I'\.." of ft'pelltlon 1\ cl>ntred arollnd Bahlyyah's 

,tlllhl\,dklllld,ltl( l/hlllp \1. Ith ttH: p.llèrn,d hnll1è, \l.hll'h I~ \lmultaneou'oly a \omrl! of 

'L'L U! Ily ;Illd \l.lhllll\ ,111<1,1 pldl..c 01 rcpr,-'\\lnl1 ,ltld dental. Ilere al-Sa'dt\\'. î pre,>ent~ an 

lIlh"ll hlllll~'\'UI\ "L'lld,1l UllllL'\1 Whldl \L'L'fll\OPèll.lI1d toklane. J. '\,olt" Conn of 

p.!l! Id! L h,t! dllflllll,lt I( III Ici Y Ill~ Illl )fl' (111 m,ltl'lIat n:v .. arl!-, and Idt'olngll'at l~lanl pllbtJOlh 

111,111 (1Illl't'l,II"l III llltki 1\1 \l'lUIL' Ihl.' 'Uhll1l\\lon ot fel1lale~ \\'hlk thl' /11,lrgllh of 

,Il u' pl.! hk ht'h,1 \ Il II dpp\.'.lI \~ Ida 1 han, 'dy Jll IhL' Cd \L' of hrd,l \\ \ \~ ho li \l''I \~!th ha 

Idll'l\lll\ Wh le III ttl,11 01 thL' 11I,'.I'>aI11 \~Oll1l'l1 111 (;,I(l /)/('\ li) (I,e \ lit!, Bahl~ yah., IIfe 1,> 

11\ llll'llIl'll'''' gl 1\ n I\l'li hy thL' \lI prL'l11è aut hllnly 01 her Lnhèf and ,>hL' 1., Înrl'cc! to l'onccal 

hl.'l '1,',lI dl'\II""" \,lllll\.lll' I.\r~cly antlll1L'lll'al to ha f,\l11l1~"" C'pèl'l,IUnn\ 

1 hl' Il'pl\.''>\11111 lIt 11er pt',,,ol1.t1 dC\lrL'\ 1\ In'olTllxd ln a d.ul~ rOUIIJ1\? \~ hH:h ll!l1it~ 

IWI 11\(\\1.'111\'1\\ ,lIld ,h \\\'I\y tl) lh,' P,ltèrll,11 htlllk' ,1I1d thè ll1èdK,t1 c(\lk~e, 1 hl'> rolltJn~ 

111\ .Id," Il,'1 ,'I)lh, il 1\1\1\\.'\\, and 111.I ... mul.."h ,l' \he cllnfoml'i to IL ,>hè nèI'OJ11\?\ the agent of 

Il,'1 (1\\ n 1~'I'IL'''I\ '11 1 hl\\ ... '\ LT 11\.'r .... ulltll1ual confrontation \\ lIh the medloL'ntv and 

c'lIIlI,ltllll(\ lit hl'l \lll'I,d, t.l" t]plfll.·d h! the nonde'>clll'l hur\?:lUl'I:lh on the tram Ip l..\., 

l' ; t L ,III\( 1/1~' \\ IH )fIl'" Lél I,llhel. ,ml! IIlI.' 1I11prC\\l(1n.lbk l'L'male r1l ... 'dll\ll ,>uldcnt,>, t'rom 

\\!lllill \hl' dll,'\ Ihll ,11\\,1:' dl\llngul\h hl'f\clfIP 23) - al'tl\atl:S htr p\)'l'he, caU\lIlg thl' 

.!l'lllt'.j ,k',lIn !t l 'li! te tllllh l'Will her lI/lL'Ol1\ClOll\ She aet... OCl'.\Ô>lonally on thè\e 

t!\.'\lfL" b~ t.llo.lflt: tllf.hl trom hCI ,ln,ltl)Il1Y l'1.1"'~ or by secretl) paulIlng: or drLlwing, but 

lh,'\\.' .ldl\l/1\ \"lllhlitutl' (lnl! p.lnlal ,lnd llllmlel1!df)' dt'\'IJUOI1\ froI1l the routine w \\hich 

~lh' llle\ 1I.lhh rL'turn ... 1'l1ll\. B,lhl;.).lh c'pcnence'> a repetltlon whll'h \<; expre'i~ed in her 

dq\llt\lIL" 1111111 .Ind 1 1.'1 Ufl1lng ln the ll1utllle. III the rcpeated affirmation and repres~lon of 

Ill.'! I.k~lIl,,'~ ln PUI'll\.' .111 fJthcr th.11l an.Hamy. to be ~ùone rather than among the otha 

km,llL- 'Iud,'llh, h) l~ alltnnnmlll1~ Luher than undcr the L'ontrol of her f.l1her 
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The central and crucIal event 10 this section of the nJrrau \'l' l":nll ~ \\, hl'Il n.lhl\ \ .111 

escapes temporanly from her anatomy clas~ (0 attend an exhltHth'O t't'her .1t1'\\llk Ifllllll' ,II 

the campus bUildings, At the exhlhmon she meet~ S-llim .. \ p"htll .. ·.\11\ .\1\.j 'IX'\.Ill>. .\\\ ,Ill' 

student who l' pre"emed a~ her equ.ll and de\elop ... IlltO.1 \011 l'! .lltt'I t"t!\l ln llm 1111'l'llll~' 

one wimesse~ the union of B.thlyyah\ de"lre~ and Ihl' "'llh\IIIUllllll pt l'Il'Ilwnh III thL' 

routine (homework. dl~~eCtlOn room and f.lther\ .11lIhof\ly) wlth pcr\llll.tl ~ tll)lI:n 

(anwork, e~hlbltlon hall and SJIÎm\ fnend..,hlp) ln'.[e,\d nt rt'IUrtll!1)! 10 11ll' dl\'l'llhll) 

raom or going home. ,he deClde\ 10 ~() \\,!lh S,di III Il) .\ 1- \1 uq,ll 1.1 111 , \\, hlt Il l.ltl'l l'1l1el l:l' ... ,h 

a refuge from the pJtemal home 1 kr llpV. .ml !llO\'Cll1l'lIt 1ll1P thl' hd h pl ,d \ 1l1q,Il LUli ,111.1 

the mountam H\elf. who'.c nJl11e dcmc,> fllllll the '<l'rh "tll hlt"'\.. \III ," 1. le,1I 1:- \111'~t' ... 1 

Bahiyyah'snlpture wlth the nom) 't'ct JU\I.\ ... dt>.trc,", cmcI~è IllHlllh'l 1l11l.llIh.\llll'" 

when ~he I~ L'ontined to the lJ1und,l!le: routine:, \~I1C:II \he: dt'\'l.lll'\ 1 1 Il Il 1 Il 1111, llll'.ll(lll\ 

t'ears and doubh (xcupy hL'r p\yl'he.llllpdltllf her ln "ICt'!.. Ih 1,II11dl,lfll\ (l'l'Ill 171 Sht' 

leave~ SalÎm and retum.., home. onn: ;!!:!.1I1l 'lIhllllttlll~ h) Ill'I k.u\ .lIld dell\ lll~~ hel d~''''lIl' 

to break away l'rom the forcc.., l'ontrnllll)!:! hl.'r IlIl' 

The duah\m characlen/ln~ B.thly~ ,Ih \ t'\I\II'IlCI' 1\ 1I111\!I,llt'd 1. l'.l'rllll~ Illlhl' 

~cqucnce of e:vcnh tollll\\If1~ hn "'l't'und III l'L' 1 1 lit! \\"1111 S,t1ÎIll ,Il \\ hllllllllil hl' ~'I\n 11\'1 IIH' 

kcy 10 hi.., ap~U1T1lenl A ... \he k.I\L· ... thl..' '>t IH)(llll\.'.llhn),! III lhl' dllt', l"lll Il! liit' 11,1I11'.I"!, 

wlth the key in hl.'r po-.. :\..l'L almo"ll C\l'ty thnughl or dCtl ... lllll ... hl' Ill.l\..'''' Ill,lflllt''.l\ Illl' 

ImmOblll71ng hC\I!,llIoJ1 ht:twcen è'prC\\lnt! ,lIld dL'lly 1 lit! her dt'\III." \he \~ ,Ill', tUI IIIl' 

tram to aITI~'e, Dul Ih~ I1lUJ11t'!l1 Il ~II)P" ln flllnt 01 !ln "I1It' (ktllk'> Il) \~.II~ III llllV \\ 11111 

~he enter ... Fam al-Khdlî; Sqll,lr~, ... hl' expl'llt"lll'l'\ a t()nllL'J1tll'~ IIl\tllll ni Illdnl'.\111\ "ht' 

mu..,t choo~e enher \0 fnllo".' the \\ èll -\'d10\\, Il \ Ill' RClad hOlllC (>1 III 1 Iif Il If) 1 i w kil Il )\~ ,II d" 

al-\1uqanam AI thl" pOlnl thé eXI\tl'nll.tl ,trl~\l ,111.1111" lh \1l1l1111It. ,lIld "ht III,HI'I'JlI'llrh 

drop~ her ana[omy noo!..'.. hé'.uatn, and tinally PIt!.. ... tllclllup l'1I1"!.I\ III~', Il \'Ollid 

appcar, the mutine Wllh nl'\'. ly dl\LOVL'ft'd CUIl\ Il'lIon "Ihl.' dlln h 1"'1 '.t\. p" 1\ )\\.I11h kl 

home. But <1'> ... he apprnacll\_') the hOll"l', her UlIl\, Il tll)n dlllllllJ\lJn .IIHlln'IIII;!, ni 

anxiety and ddeat rl'-lll\ude her !)(.'Iflt! Sile hCblJ\\ tl) qlH:,>tl()J] IIl'J 1l'l.ll)lllIC,hIJl"~lllt (1)1' 

patemal home and the pl'OpJe who rt'>lde ln Il, (onLludtn).! that lin !loIlW" Ilot II!/_' '.,llt' 

shelter that ~he bdlcved It to oc. hUI ralher a pll\OJ1 v. ht'It:lfl Itl'r 1.ltllt'1 dl h .1\ d <lu,ud, 

~urveilling herevcry move. Shc rc/lI\c\ to rl'l.o).!JlI/l' th!.: p.lt!.:rJl,t1 1 \fil' IIII~ Ifll! h,'1 I() IWI 

family and tum., away from the hou ... e, pur'.lItn~ hl'r dè\lrt 10 e"lahll\h .1 hund '.1.1111 \,t1lfll 

Bahiyyah's fluctuation doc~ not come to end wlth tlm n:;dl/,tlIClfl lllt' I,m 1\(' 

second that she enter~ Salîm\ aparttnent. "Ihe 1 .... ht"llcgcd hy kaf''I .lIld fu'llll).!'. of fullt 
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Shc Imagine,> her father readlng ln the new~paper about the murder of his daughter ln a 

,>trange man'., apartmenr and the r.,hame he would experience seetng her body exposed ra 

the puhllc, ShI: ha\ rcmor,>c recalllng the ten-plastre nOIe that he glves her every day and 

hl ...... uhrnl'>\lvc ~)\ture bdorc hl'> ,>upenor,> ln the !\.1im~try of Health Thu, al-Sa 'dâwi 

evoke ... the feeling ... 01 gullt whlch are the cffee! of patnan:hal condltlomng, Thc ... e feelmg ... 

CIKlIJl10a B,lhlyy,lh\ thnughl'>. maklng her halk before approJchmg her campamon Yet 

... hl' "'\lU. t'eth 1 n ovcn nrl1l ng her he"ltatlOn ,pld b~r departure from the nonn appear.;; 

comple!e .1 ... "hl' lIm\Ullunatc" her umon wuh Salim. tcanng away ,m Important 0.;:- mbol of 

p.llnardl.t1llllll!()1 (p fl7) Although ",he wl\he ... to "tay ~lth SJ.lîm. mechamcall) ~he 

l'olk\.'t\ her thlll).!\ .tnd n:tum\ home. denylng the reallty of the evcnt..; \\ hICh had t.lken 

pl.ltl' and plI"\II1I) hoplllg tn II1Lllntam the tllu\lOn that \he 1" the "hard-worJ...mg, \H'II­

heh.lwd lllL'dl~.d \llld'·lll. the pure vlrgln,lIlltollched hy hum,ln hand"" (p,75) who ah\ay\ 

()hey\ I1I,.·r t.lIlil'1 

Willk B,dll~ \,111" JllIu,li pha"l' 1\l'h.tr.KtCTI7t'd b~ a rpullne of reple\\IOIl and dt'Illal 

'-' !Jll\l' j11\O{,t1 l'nirH /'. thL' p.ltLTn.ti hUJ1ll', ln WOn/an cU POltlt 7..('/0 al-S.IJ.i.ÎwÎ pre"ell!" thl' 

llllltlrll" ot l'\Jl!IlI{,lIillfl .\Ill! ,lhu\l', \\ hldll ml,l\\'" nptTll't1I.:e\ Hl her vanou\ n:l.ltIOl1\hlp\ 

'-' 1111 IIIt'Jl \1t'n 1'1.1\ .1 lerlU,J1 lok III 11er IJk, both .1\ pl'rl'l'1 \üi ~Uardl.llh nr L'OJllpalllon.., 

.md ,1\ nplllllt'!\ \11 hl'! rd,HlllJl ... hlp\ \~llh men m,lnlte\t thL' l'Ollll11on conlradll'tlOn" 

.1""'0 "-1.l1l.:d \'. Ilh \1111,1111111\ pt dptllln,lIllln 1 kr lalhL'r, uilde and hu\band, LI\ weIl ,1" thc 

111111'1 J1Ien ... hl' Illt'l'{\ Ifl tilt' ,tl\.'l'I\ nr al \I.or)..,. llla~ pro\ I(le hl'l '-' Jlh f()(xi. edll\.'atIon, 

'!Il'I{L'I,IlI\\!Ie:- ,Inti {x,l.hlIHI.I1h ~·Ol1lp.lnIOJl\hlp, hut thc: ail e\plolt, Ill.lniplilate ,md abu\\.' 

ht'I pll)\ll'.III\ .Inti t'!l](){IlHI.dh A!ld ,tlthOll!!h \he L'nndudn l'rom her rca(hng.., nI' 11l~lory 

III \l'ull1d,lI\ .... ~ !J\llli th.ll lllcn llJl\.' thL' ,-,orld and are rt"pon"lhk for rnal1~ ot Ih prohll'm\ 

(Il .~!), ,hl' l.11rlllllll'" {li Il lI"{ theIll l'llIl1latl'l: 11 .... ha II1U;'\\,lllt qUL'"t f(lr (Olllp.!flJ()Jl,>hlP 

,dllfl).! \\1111 hel \.IIJltllklh.:t' III \llflK pl'opk or kdr (\f olher\ \dlll'h l'au"c" hl'r tn t.t11 

ICpl'.ltnlh JIlin lI\1jll,'\'I\ l' '1Ill.I{lon" She '>Uhllllt" tn hel lIppre,,\Of llllUI the \!lll.llIon 

hç ... UlIll', lIJlhl,.·.tl.lhk ,li \\ hll'h {IJll\.' ,hL' "I.'d..\ an è'd(, ntkn l)nly ln he ~lIbJeL'!èd tü th\.' 

,llI{hpll!\ \lt ",1I1K'PI1l.' l'I"L' Dlllcrl'Il[ trom B,lhly~ ,Ih \\ ho denlè"i her dC"lrl'~. hrdaw~ 

dl'Ille, hl'l \ Il tllllll.I!IPI1, .1"'lJllllallllg III her lIlh.'OIl,>l'IOU\ the brutalll: to \\hlch !l('r physIl'al 

,Il Il! t'llltl(I(lI1.tI ilL' 1 n g l' 1,.' \ Pl l'l'tI 

\" .1 dlJld JI 1\ 1 lld,\\\ .... f.lthl,.'r. thm her a:hari uncle \\ ho controb her li fe and 

l'\pllllh ha :\tlL'1 thL' 1Illl.:k 1ll.l1T11'\. he \elllh Fmiaw\ ta live in the re:o.ldcllce pi an all-

12111" \cl'(1nd.\ly \l'hlx\l SC\('fal :ear~ tHer. upon the rCl't'puoll of her dlploma (\\hlch 

Clllt'Igl'''' .I~.\ rL'~'urrt'I1!, but ~)(\\\L'rk~~, s:l11bol of her will to freedoml. ~hc retUnl"i to her 
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uncle's home. One night she overhears her unde and hls \\-ife pl.\nnrng hl'r m.\mag\.' !n 

shaykh Mal)mûd. The next day she dlscreetly p.tcks her thlng.s and kave" tkl:lll!! I\\t~\ Ih~' 

street in search of a better fate. Ho\\ever. a\ mght f.lU", \he ll)~e~ hl'f detenmn,IIl\)1\ ,Il li1\.' 

face of the unknown, represented by two pierl1ng e~e\ "hlch cmeq!l' IIlllll the d,lr\..nl'''''. 

examimng her body '-"lth "~old Intent" Sl1h"t'quentl~ ... hl' rl'dlrl'l'I\ hl'l "tl'p' Illw,lId" ht'I 

uncle's house and accepts the m.lmage to ,\hllykh M,lhmùd. r,Hlnnaltlln~ th,\I ",II\~tl\lllr, 

[she] would have to face ln the world had bcC'nm~ le"" tn!!htt'nlng tlt,lJlthl' \ 1'1111\ III Ilh"l' 

two eyes."(p.42) 

Flrdaws endures her dl'lagreeahk mamage, hut \~hl'n hl'l hll ... hand tlt'glll'" ln IX"I! 

her, she takes refuge at her unde\ hou~c. hoplllg that ht' "rll prnll'l'l hrr ï hl' lI11l·11.' ,Illd 

his wife are in~enslt1ve to Firdaw ... ' \utfcnng and ... end hcr b,lt'\.., tn hl'I 1111"\'.l11d "'\,1I111g 

that it 1S perfec!ly nomlal for a hu..,hand !o '.tnke hl'> wltl' (Il ·l-l) Illl·llllll.l"t \\!llt n,r/ll \ \ .ili 

who was not ~lIbJect 10 any vIOlence. hrdaw"" llliddle-cl,l"" 1IIIl'k .. Ill! Itll,b,llld Il'''C 

violènce to control ",omen AI-S,I'd:lWÎ .IVOId", thu\, thl' \llllplt",Ul f'ClICl.dl/.\ildlllll,lt 

cert;un fOml\ of "'C"'I\\11 arc common 10 partll'\llar d,IV'l" ,llld .... tll· ... 't'\ lhl- .... lx.'\.Ïtllll) (II 

each woman\ cxpenenœ'l, dc,>plle thl' "'1l1l11ar ... OCIO l..'t'llIlOlllll Incl 

Upon her return ,\hayf...h \1ahll1Lid hllll1llIatc\ hrl .lllti l.lpC\ hl'I, ,lIld "l'\l'LII d,IY" 

later he he3!) her \c\crely after whll'h .,he le,IW,> hlll1 dclirllll"ch )·Ild,m ... [(I.tlll~ lhl' 

streets and hnall y ... tnp\ tu re~t at ,\ coffee hou\c \Iv herl' ... Ill' llll'Vh 1 b\ 1111\1, 1 hl' 1 )Wlll'l, \\ Ill) 

invites her te> "p~l1lllhe nlgh! al hl'> ap,lrtl1lL'nt, havlI1g l1()whl'll.' l'l"'l' 10 .l'I) ... hl' .Il! l'pl, Al 

firs! Bayûmî trcah hcrrclatIvl'ly wL'l1. hut v.hl'n ... hL' a\\cI1 ... 1lL'1 dl'\lIl'lo \\Il[~ .lnd II) hl' 

independcn!, he bCl'omes vlOknt and !mpn,>o!1'> her 111 a .."mll [()(llllill Uldt'I III W\lI.dl'v 

exploit her. fnrtunatdy ... he ~llClTl'lh III C\C,lplllg l'rom B.1)'llll1i ,llltl ,1t!,11tl t IllIh hl'I,\'lt 

wandering aimle ...... ly ln the ~trech, unlIl ... he 1 ... appm,ll'hl'd hy Illl' WI\l' 11I1ll llll'\), ~h,1I1f ,dl 

Salât) al-Din. \Vhlle 111 Sharîfah\ "(,IfI.~" J ml,lw\ 1\ IlllJildIK~'d III Iht' IIIIIV'·! .... \' (d 

profe~~lOn31 pro"-tutlon and to a lIk ot matl'rI,1l l'()m!or1 \l,hlt Il ... 11t' tI,ld IlCYt'r 1Il1.1;:\I\\'d 

existed. Il I~ aho at thi:-'lIme that ,>hl' hegill'> ln prone hl'r lIIlll Ifl .... llill1 ... ,llId lu t'.\,IIIIIIIl' 1,1'1 

pa~t. sortll1g out her 1l1l'.c()IlCeptl()n~ anout tht: roll'" playcd h) IIll'n ifl !ter pn..,OIl,t1 hl',II)I" 

De~pite her relative p ... ychologH,:alllhl'rall()!l !rOIl1 hl'r pa\t.llld,lv. '. rl'IlWIl" Il'''- kl'd III tlw 

bedroom of Sharîfah\ 11IxlInou\ Jpar1nH:nt and 1\ Imled III 1l'll'IVl' alll,lldk·'> .... tr,llIl (,1 1I11 'Jl 

throughout the day Through the charaltt:r of ShariLth and "h() dll' [Jill le ..... 'NIfe. al 

Sa'dâwî illu~trate~ how women l'an aho hl' agenl'. of pdlrwlhy ln l!te ld'>l' ()f Baltl'.,),"1 

it is her mOlher who I~ the fOlI for patnan.:halldcology 
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The comfon, ahundanr food, and expensive clothing and perfume cannat, 

however, cornpen ... are for the phy~lcal pain and displeasure, the ennui and lack of real 

... atl..,tactlon whlth hrdaw" cxpcnence\ while Itvmg wnh Sharîfah An unexpected 

opponllnlty prl''>l'IH'" Ihl'lt and ,>he mol, away from Sharifah'<; apanment, dlscovering her 

In:edom oncc ag,un 111 the "trcet,> whlch have hecome her refuge from the domestic pri..,ons 

... hl' h,l'> hel'n fnrœd III live ln Afrer rnany hard"hips and by a tum of events, Firdaws 

hl'LullIe,> ail llltkpendcnt, \ul'lc .... ..,fu! and wealthy pro<;tltute, but the re<;ldue of patnarchal 

L'( lllt!lllllf)J ng 1 clll.llll .... llpl'ratl\'c, and whcn one of hcr preferred c hent<; and apparent 

\..olllp.tnlOll\ dll.ll'b ha and hl'r trade. "Ihe (Ttnge~, covering her cars in order to escape the 

pl'l,>()n,t1 all.td. on her n'put.tllnn 

A'>;I n..'\lJll ot tllL' LTllH.1\1ll and wantmg 10 recapture her "honor," Firdaw<; gives up 

plo .... tltlllHlIl and 1.lh'" a jon ln an ottice, c'\changmg her material comfon for a mi~erable 

..... t1.I1~· ,lIld Ihc .tppe.lrdllll' OIIt."rK'clahJliry Dunng her thrce :-ears workmg In the offil..'e, 

"hl' /ln'( )(}ll'" a\~ .lIt' III tht.' \ ulncrahtlllY 01 wnrk.ll1g women and the .... exl ... t attitude,> of male 

ott 1l·1,1l'. who 11\,' Ihcll pO\lIlon tn nplolllhe v.. omen under thclr authonl'y ~onethde~'. 

hrd,\\I. '. l'I1)())''' hl'f \\ ()r~, ,Inti 1.'\ L'l1tually .... he Tl1eet\ and falh III love Wllh a Illale 

l'Illployct' 11er rel.llll)Jl\hlp \\ Ilh Ihr:dlîm and the expencncc of '[0\ e" tran"form her 

IlL·~'.t1 1 \L' rX'lll'PI Il Hl of Iht.' world 1 kr 1I1U"'101l " are "Ihaltcrcd, hO\\'cvcr, \1, hen ,>he hear~ of 

Ibl.illllll· .... l·Il).'..l).:l·lllL'nt tulhL' ch,llnn,lI1\ d,lughter ln a dc'.per,lte attempt to block out the 

le.lllt) pl hCI IO\'l'I· .... hell.l)',II, ,hl' ,11.!all1 caver,> her ear~, but the \\0[(.1.... penetrale her 

~'IIJl\,'lllll"l1l'\\ .lI1d .... hl' IL'IIL'ah l'rom the group ofcrnployce~ who h,lve "Iurrounded 

Ihl.lhÎllI III (,'(Hl t! 1 ,Il li 1.1 l\..' hll11 

III thl' l\N'" ut hlll,l\'" ,1I1d Bahiyyah al-Sa'dâwl de~cribes a repellllon of cvcnb 

\\ hl\:h Il'nd, ln he 1ll,lr\..cd by the prntagom~t!'l' attempt ... to esca~ explonive or reprc~~m:~ 

'>lll1.11IPll .... Thl'Il l.'lll1llllll,tlcffon .... ln flce thcTl1'.e!ve~ tWill othcr peoplc .... control often takt' 

Ille 111rl11 III ,\ tll~hl 1l1l1l11he pl.il.:e of dOl11lnatlol1. In God DII',\ hy the Ni/c, Z .. 'lk\:- yah l~ 

tl'Pl',llcdly I,l~l'd , .. nl1 1 hl' de.lIh. dl"appe,lf,lI1ce or dl'panure of the memlxr,> of her l'am!!y 

1 kIl' ,Il S.l \1.1\\1 pl C,CI1 h thc l'Oll Cl'tlVl' \ ll'tlln .lLltlon of an cntJrt' l'amI! y \1, 11Ich 1 n sorne 

Ic'p,','h ,'l l IfL'\[111111h \\ lIh the \ llïll1ll/ailon of the \\hole vlllagc. Ir l~ not only \I,hat 

I,I~ 1 \ \.th \..'\ 1"1..'1 lent·t· .... d Ircdly (mu! upie plcgnanClc'>, the <kath ... of ail her chlldren exccpt 

J.d.1I \( i.d,IIL ,(1)('II.l r dlt't ,1I1d hnur~ of labour 111 the !ïelds anli al hOl11e) wllll:h has aIl 

Illl!'.l.1 (111 hCI P'H ho!p!!II.-.1I 't.llt.'. hut abo \\ hat ~he ohscrve~ or dedlll'e~ from the tragle 

CH' Ill'> ('" 1. lllTll1~ ,Ifllund her S he. llk.e many of the \'ll1ag~r", ,ltln hu te!', the cause of these 

t'\ t'nt'> tp tll\..' \\ dt and p~lWl.'r 01 Cj(xi. lllll~trating the rl.'llglOus fatall .... m which fonns the 



spiritual framework for explaimng misfortllne III the nll.lge, lllls pnnnplt: ni I.nth I!'> 

manipulated by the various ln~tances of power. repre,cnted hy th~lr Il,...·al .I!!-~nt~ \Il thL' 

persons of the Mayor {the stare), the Chie! of the Village Gu.mi tthL' III II It.U\ ,Inti the 

couns), the Imam lorthodo\ Islaml. and thL' harhl'r/llld\'~h \pnpul.lI rl'lI~Il)(\) l'he ... \.' .Ill' 

the pnmary force~ goven1mg "fe 1t1 the \ Illage •• Uld Z;Ü.I) ~"Ih\ t ,111111\ 1 ... oltl'Il the \ Il tllll 

of thcir oppres~lOn, The VIllage C.lfl be \ H:wed a.;; a mll'iOCl "'Illot F g) pll:tn '1 .... Il't \ , 

however, it would \L'em that al-Su·d.ÎwÎ .... pnm.try InlentllHl 111 thl\ 1111\l'Il., tOllndel IIlIl' the 

contradictions ~hll'h char;'Ktenle l'l'rI.un a\l1Cct!'> of rur,llllfe, p,lrl1l'lIl.uly tllll,C \dlll'li 

concem women and relIgion 

Wherea.;; gutlt and honor are thL' forcL'';; v.'hkh l)paall' on B.tll1y~ .Ih ,lIl\lllId.1\\ '>, 

ma!...mg them aCl'cpt patnarchal nnnn,>, n:llgIOll\ Llllh 1 ... the powl'r \\ 11Ich Il'Ildch /.1\..1\ \,th 

pa~"'lve, ln the opelllng dwptt'r, 7..II--IYY,lh\ only hltltill'I K.tl .. i\~1 (".lIl.m 1) .1111 1\1),1, h\'\ 

her 10 tnform her of the dl\:lppcal.tr1l'l' ot Il\' .. eldl..·.,t t\,llIt!hll'l '\;at'î\,dl ('\;t'lI\\,I) \''''1''1\ 

di ... turbed by the ne"" ... ut ~atl..,ah, Z<I"I!~ah Il'\cal., hel 1.11.111'>111 il\' Id,ltl[H~ Ihl\ 

dl~appcarance 10 the dl..'p.lrtun.: (If hl'I \on J.d,il. \.\, ho W,I\ dl.ll tet! .llIti dl\,llll1t'.II,'d III ,tl t[111I 

Her brother plead.., wlth her ln plcy fOl the Ictllll1 01 tl!l'J[ l hlldrl'II ,llltl ,k ('\pl.lllI\ III lillli 

that she ha~ prayed many Ill11e.., 1'01 (J,tl,lI'.., Iclum, hllt tll IH) .1\.111 \hl' h,'i'lIl\ Ipi 1I1,'\tlllll 

the power of prayer anJ "'l'l'lm to do lIbt (Iod'.., '".lp.11" It~ to III Il' l\ l'Ill' Dl! IWl hl' II.li l, ~'I \ III" 

up hope th,lt Jal[1I and :--';,III'>ah v..lllleturn lIowc\'t..'l, I\,II':IWÎ Il'III,IIII\ hy l.thl\\."I· .... '.!11t­

and cncouragl.':-' her to U.HllInlll..' praylnt!. al'tlll!! .1'" ,1 "'Pllllll,d \UPP()I1 1111 111\ \I\tl'I \ ... ho 1\ 

beginntng [() ..,ho\!, \mall \Ign.., 01 Ill.." 01 lallh 

The pa"'\,lge:-., whll'h 1'0110\1,.' thl'" opcnr!lt! \l'cn\..' rL'vol\'t' 1.\I)!l'ly .I\(lllfid thr l,III'"',, 

and effeets of ~afÎ~ah\ dcparture ft \oon hecoJllt· ... l'vi,knt (Il thl' 1\..',HkI hllt Il'III,IIIl', 

hlddcn from mml of the v!llager\ that :\ afi\ah wa.., rapL'd hy the \1.1:- III ' . ..tll 1 ha \ .1 

penchant for young pl..':l-.ant glrh, l Icr VIl'tIIllI/,ltI(llll\ l'PlllpOlillded h\' tlll IIIJ(k ,11.11"1' alld 

immll1cntly ~calldalou ... pn:gnancy re\Ultllli! trolllthl..' l.1pC 111\ only ,tltl': ,1'1 Il tlv 1'1\'111:' 

bmh ta the lllegltJm:ttl..' l'hIld th al ... hL' l'lIn ... a\~.Iy, ka\'lll)! tlle h.thy IHI tllv tllll',llldd 1)1 tlll 

Imam'", hOll!'>e lrol1lcally Ihe IIIJ.lIll 1" IlllpOll'll1 and hl, \1,. Ill', 1 .lllIly) .dl (1 .Itlle:. ,t), 

longing: for a chJld, 111"'1,>1\ that the foundllllt! 1 ... a glll IfllIn (J{)d 1 fqo;,cH'1 tilt.: \1.t~(" .Il1d 

hlS associate~ II1cite the vIllager.., ln cnncludl..' that the hahy 1., the plodlilt (Il '\all',,1I1 , 

pre~umcd adultef)' wlth J pca~ant named 'Alwfi O-JW<llll \ly ... tC11Illl\ly'AI, .... ;II" 

discovered dead in the tïdd, and Kafdwi 1 ... convllliently ,tllll\cd of Il11H(!t'r hy tlJ(' ( 'hw! 

of the VIllage of Guard lllC followmg clay. Iht: rnnrx..ent and IIJlillllddted l\,tfr:I'NI . \ 

apprehended, tned and convlcted of kllllllg 'Alwù on tht: grow)(h tll.!l he v.:I', UHlIjx:llcd tll 



avenge hi ... famlly\ 100t honor. Zakiyyah and Zaynab (Zeinab), her niece and only 

rcmaming relative, \llently and helplessly witness the rragic events which transpire. 

\UOnllttmg ln the power of the ruhng authoriues. 

('rhis 1 
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ln the lhree narralJons, the final cvent In the series of repelitive experience~ acts as a 
calaly')i\, a \olt of exclamatIon mark whlch imposes it~elfmdely on the heroine's psyche, 

WllIle the 1I1l\l~tll In!! t.:I fl..'ct of the event cau~e\ a certain de'lpenuion. nOlably in the ease~ of 

Illtl.!W\ and I.aklyyah, Il,11,0 rrClf)eh the three 'Nomen InlO a \tate of greater 

VOIl\l HHl'.lll'\\, k,lvlng littk mt 'In for the \1 L'II-nouri'\hed and culturally 'Imtamed illu\!on'i, 

'( hcy adopl ,1 nl\li:,d, ,tlmn'lt CyIlIC~!I, \1\lon of thelr past, pre~ent and future, \l. hlCh IS 

dw ,ll'tl'll/cd Ily a !1otl'wor1hy 1 lie Idny, Thu\ the protagonbt< he SI tant. but regular. 

p\yl'h(lI()~.Il',t1 m()\'clllcl1ltow~ud\ \ul:)\'er\lOn become:-, more dellberate and consciOll'l as 

Ihr\' rl'll'lI var/llll..,ly \IX'lal. kgal and rdigioll" con\'é'ntlon~, 

Alter ma!..l11g In\~ wlth Salîm and r~tllrning home. Bahlyyah he" Ifl bed 

~'Hlll'lllpl.l[ll1~ Ihl' \Igntlil.:alll'\: of h~r ;lCI tn relatIOn to her prevlous ex{X!nences and the 

pl.lrl\ Ill! hl'! tl/tU!l' ShL' wnnlkr'-, If "\\hal had happencd WJ\ only a dream," and "[I]f nOl 

,1 dll'aill. tllell ,Ill al'L'l,kllt th,l! had hdalkn her wllholll her wllimg H, lIkc ail Jet... of fate or 

de'.! 1 Il Y .. (Il 7 ~) BlII 111 1 hl' rokh of her 11lll1d ~he doe:-, flot dOl/br thar her t'xperience \\11h 

S.lIl111 \\:\\ Il':tl ,llltl vnlulltar\' 

~hl' n'.lltlL'd th,lI tl1l\ aCCIdent wa\ the only real thing 111 her lIfe, It \va,,; 

1l11~ an :tLTllIellt, .1 dre.tlll, an ael of fate and de~!Iny or merl' chance. but the 

l'!l!\' ad ..,1lL' 11.llIc\l'r pl'lfOnll~d intentionally, the only thing she had 

,Il tll.lily \\:mlcd hl do.(p 7~) 

Sht' l.'Illh:ludl.''> t!J,1l c\'erythlflg el..,L' In hcr life. From her bmh to the preliminary steps in 

pl.llllling hl'! !l1,ItlU~1' III her l'Olh III , h,ld occuITed \\ itholll her consent. "Evel"}'one lold 

hCI \\ hal thl'~ \\.Jlltl'd ~11 ont' a~\...ed her what shI! \vanted ln facr, she had never wanteJ 

,1l1~ \,1' the th 1 n~.., thl'Y \\ antl'd for her." (P 7,)) The~e thollght~ lcd to th::.turbing 

1 ~'(\,l!b:t \1)(1 \, tllL'llh1nC' of the .. '0\1\111\ ~h .. 'hé perl'eptlon of \\ omen (p 7:') and of how her 

tlll.)thL'f I!ltll\cd hl.'r ,"Hh l't:.\r and ,"'ontempt for her gCllltab,(p,74) She falb asJeep on the~e 
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thoughts and awakens to the cali of her father who expel'ts to tind IIllder the rO\'è'r~ hl~ 

well·behaved, vuginal daughter; but the young woman 111 the bcd "wa~ not Hahl,\h 

Shaheen after ail: she was not his daughter, nor was she pohtl'. o~lhent {)r a 

virgin,"(p.75) 

Unlike Bahiyyah for whorn the c.Jtaclyt1c evenl is è'x(X'nt'llccd pO',III\'d\'. 

reinforcing her independence, Firdaws j" faced wllh the har-.. h n:ah!y ni hel \'1l'11J11l/,ItIPIl. 

When she discovers the news of Ibràhîm\ engag~ment tn <Innlher \1,0\11,\11, "h\.' k,\\ c ... tlw 

company premlses and walks tear1ully through the ~trcct~ Wl th 11\ l Il '.cd de\IlIl,1t l(lll l ,l!l'! 

that night she rl'tums to the oftil'e to collel't her Ihll1g~, ail Ihe 1Il1lL' hal bnnJ1g .t \llglll hppr 

that Ibrâ~îm might appear, howevL'r, her hope ... arè III vam (PP l'I·l ~'-')) '·lld.l\\\ l'\pl.lll1\ Il) 

the psychiatrist: 

1 had never experienced ~uffenng "uch "" 1Im, nner kit lkepn P,1I11 

When l wa~ ~ell1ng Illy body ln Illen the pa1l1 kd ht't'lI111lldl k"... Il \\.1\ 

imagina!)', rather than real. A ... ,1 pro~lltute 1 W,l\ I!llt 111)'\l' Il , Illy ,kelJll b\ 

did not anse t'rom \I,'lthll1 me 1'11\')' \1, en: not Il'ally l\\li\t' [\;Ot!llll)!, 1. \III Id 

reaily hmt me or rnake me "tlffer thl'l1 the way 1 \1,,1'> \lIlkllJ1).' I1Il\V ~l'\er 

hacl l felt ~o humlllalcd a" 1 kIt at lhl" llml'. PClhap\ ,1\ a Pll)\tltutl' Ilud 

known so deep a hU!l1l1latlol1 th,lt l101h1l1g rl'all~ l'OIlJ1tl'd Whl n the \tIL'l't 

become,> yom IIfe, yOll no longer C\I1CCt anythlng But Il''Pt'lll'd 

somethlng l'rom love. WlIh love 1 hl'gan to Ilnagllll' tll.ll 1 Il,ld hl'l'Ollll' ,1 

hllman bCIf1)!. \Vhcn 1 wa~ a p!mtlllllC 1 nCVl'r f'"IVC ,lllylhlllg lor nothlll).! 

But in love 1 gave ail m~ l'apahlhue\, my kdlllg\, my dL'L'pc\! l'1lIutIUI1\ 

1 gave cvcrythmg 1 hall 1}, Ithout l'ver COUl1lJng thl' l'ml 1 wantL'd notllll1)', 

nothing al ail. exccpt perhap\ one thlnt! '1'0 hl' \,lvell IhrUllgh IllVl' Ilolll Il 

ail. To flnd my~elf ag:Ul1, tn rel'ovcr the "l'If 1 h"d lo"t (pp X') X(I) 

By covering her ears or fkcmg 11110 the ~trct.'t Fmlaw .... dul'\ Ilot e"capc thc cxtrCtJl!..' 

emotional suffenng that Ihrül.lim millet'> on hcr }!J" manlpuLltlon and c.xpIOII.tIJ(11l (JI lll'I 

body and her hcart pll..,he~ her to the etige ()I c;..l .... lence ant! "lrt~ fall" wltl!out (Jlkrllll' lllt' 

lea,>t reslstance Into the aby..,.., of lotal dl"lllu\IOIHnent 

7..akiyyah endured the dcath" of hcr c.:hdLln:n, karned 10 ac.cept the dl'.appc:II;IIlU' nI 

Jalâl and tolerated wlIh difficulty the pam and humllwtlon a,>\oCHtted wllit :\alhah\ 

depanure, but she i.., Incapable of bearing the accumulation of "lIffcnn~ wIll( Il tCrrlllll:ltn 

with the lInju~t arrest of Kafrâwî Torn between the acccptanœ <IrJd lhe rCJl.:c!Jor (Jf (Joel'., 
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omnipotence. between faith and apostasy, Zakiyyah's religious fatalism collapses into 

de~r: 

1 wonder where you are Galal my <,on. 1 wonder whether you are alive or 

dead. 0 God, If 1 knew he wa., dead my mmd would be put to rest. And 

now K,lfrawl ha.;; been Liken away Who knows If he'!l ever corne back. 

o Goo, were noc Gala! and ~eti~~a enough') Did you have ta take Kafrawi 

al\o" We no longer have anyone, and the house is empty. Zemab is still 

young and r am old ((1 nô) 

AlIhough "hl' mv()ke~ the name of Gad, Zaklyyah\ lamentation is as much an indication 

of hl'r pro!!rl"'>lve h~'I" of faJth :1', lt l, a lIupplicatlOn for divine intervention. lndeed she 

'Il'l'lIl'l tn '>lIt!t!l''1t l'loth that (jod 1.., ..,nmehow re'>pomible for aIl the ml~fortune which has 

bd ,llll'n ha l ,lflllly and that hl' 1'1 ul1,lhle tn heJp her; ~he recognizes God's power, yet 

rchllkc:-. I.dynah\ allcmpt tn ,IWITC her that Allah wIll a~"I'>t them, s!atlng that "Allah alone 

h l1ut t..'lllHl~h "(P h7) 

WhIll' Bahly}ah\ !lIICIl "l'\ual relation~hip with Salîm, Ibrâl)îm's berrayal of 

"lId.lw,> and K.tlrfm'î\ ,m'e,>t .lIl' l'\trl'mely diffcrent events, they a11 con<;tltute a rupture 

wllh tlll' P,"! \\ hll.'h 1.., l'XPl'fll'l1L'cd a.., a vClluntary abandonment or an )mpo~ed 10ss: 

Balllyyah !()J"lh'", hCI \'Ir~lnlty, Il'JL'L'ung comp1etely the patriarchal nonn,>; Firdaws lo:-.es 

her [OH', hL'1 lllu,>lnn ... ahout n:..,\x'\.'t,lhtllty and the Illtlc contiJence ~he ,>tl1l had in men, and 

1,1J..I~yah\ 'PlIltll,tI"uppon l' {a~l'l1 .Iwuy from hèr. fL''.ulung Il) her \0<' ..... offanh. Their 

p.I,>1 t'Ilolh ln (l\'l'ICtlIIK' thel! prnhlel11\ through d\!Il ltll, tllght or pr-tycr are no longer 

appn1pfl,Itl' lr1 Ihl' f,IÙ' of the new realny of thelr re'pcctlve situations wh1<.:h force them to 

Il'.ll·[ III" Oll[ 01 Ilm 1Il1!X'LI[IVe [hat IhL' '>l'cond pha"e emerges. 

PhaM,' 2: 'tar~in;.lli/ation and Rcinte~ration 

Il1lht' ~eçpnd pha,t' al-Sa'düwÎ dcvelops the protagonists' attemp[~ to remove 

thl'm,d\'l'~ t'Will th l' gl.l"p pl' the sonal f(lrle~ gO\crmng [hcir existence and emphasizes 

thl' tl'.\!\~\.·llI\'t1 of p,ltnalL'hal authnnty, a tin.ll effort to rehabIlJt:tte -- or more preclsely, to 

"llhlll~,ltt' thl"C pott'nB.llly "ul1\ ('['1\ C' WOI11t'n P!\)'chologlL'ully und physkally they 

IlIl)\'l' tn the l11.lrgll1~ ot ~(l\.·I('ty. ~llnl1ounllng most of the prevalent ideological concrols 
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which had preVlously condmoned thelr thoughts and al'lIon, Th~lr lll.\f!!I!1.lhl .. H1nn l' 

voluntary, but not ennrely l'OnSt'lOUS, AI-SJ'd.1\.\i attnhllte~ to e.h:h hl'rOIlll' ,\ dlllt'!t'II( 

mode of consciousne~s \.\ h!ch. desplte H'\ eVldent ,ubver'l\"t' lju.llm, l' l'\Pll'''l'l.i. 

paradoxically. through a('oon~ Jnd heh.l\ Il)r th.1t are nt)t lx'rdt l)f 1.1111111.11 'IX 1,lIll'Il'Il'lIù" 

In other words, Flrdaw\', Zaklyyah\ and to a te"l'r dc~n~e B,lhl~~.lh\ tr.II1'!!II"'Il'lh .111' 

not complete, for the thrce women remall1dl.l.ldl.dlyandont.l1l1!!hl.lI!!lIl.lIll.l\ lllll.lhl\ 

- wnhm the realm of patn.lrchal control Whlle thl'Y mml' prllgll"'I\l'h ,l,hl'I t.\ ,III 

open subver~ion of patnan:hJ.Y, an a'pt'll nf thelr \,:onduIOnlll!!, 11.11111'1- th, Il te.1I lIt Ill,lk 

authonty. remam,> operatlve, prewllIllll,! a radicalcnnt/Ollt.ltilln \\ Ith Ikll (111J1Il"'"I' 

After havmg reçonl'tlcd hl'fdep.trtllrc tJOrn tht.' llunlllLtllI)~,1I1 r1'1\ IIp ,111.1 ~ll\, Il) 

the college "a~ u,>ual," aware of the tr,ln ,>fonnatlol1 \\ hll h h,lt! 1 X l III Il'd, ,lllt', IlIlf IHï 

conSClOu~ne~s Wilhout altcnng 1/1 an) notll.:cahk m.l/ll1n hel pll,~ Il',11 "t'lfl)' ~ltl' Il ,1\ l" 

the -,chool and ln a prCl'On,>cloll" '>t,\tt: hc:td~ 111 the dlll'CIIlHl ot S,t1Îlll'" ,ql,Utllll'llt ~ht' 

uses the key ta enter the apanment, hUI S:!IÎIl1 l' Ilol Iht'fl' :\1 S,I'd:l\~ 1 \,,,1111\ tll ''!Il')'t''l 

that although the relallon\hlp \\-!lh S,tlîm l'Ill'oura~l'\ B.lhl~~,lh 111,11111111 hl'I pl'l\11I1,d 

de~ires,ln the end lt 1'> Bahl)yah \~h{) dëCl,k.., t\l!!() 10 Ihl' ,lP,1I1Illt'111 ,Ifll! "'PL'IHIllll' /lll'hl 

thcre alone, "It 'W\l\ the tir,l Tlight "hl' !J;ld evl'f 'pelll d\\,I~ 1 Il li li 1l1l111l' IIl'I III',t 1I1)'llt III 

someone el..,e\ bed, Sh~ IInaglflt'd 11'.:r t .1Il1er hcl 1 m,\ JI1).' 1 d'l' a hlJll "( Il 7'1, 1 Ill' III \1 

morning. not k.nowlng v. hat to Jo or \.\ hl'/l' to f!ll. ,Ill' k ,1\ l'\ Sa 1 i 111 .... ''11011 1111\' lit ,tlld \\ ,11 J... , 

to the colle!,!\?, rc\'e<llIng the 1IIKon\uou, ,tll.H.htlll'll1ll1 Ihl' /l)lIllfll' {'pllllill'i ,\fIl\,11 ,l,t' 

di"cover~ that a ,tnke h,l" bl'cn cal let 1 and the, 1,1\'l'" h.l\ l' hÙ'1l l,lllll'lkd 11111\ ,il 

Sa'dâwÎ alludc\ to a paraJox ch;lI:lrten,>tK ()1l'dlll;ItIO!l,tll!1\[lIl1l1()ll\ \.\"Illl .Ill' 1\ jll,","I\,' 

but often the locu., 01 rcvolutlon;lf~ POlltll,t! ,1i.'tJ\'lt y Whlk 111o,[ l)t tlll' (ltl,l. 1 !lll'diloll 

students declde to go home, Balll)yah takl''> lJ.lflllllhe ,Wdl'IH/\\-O/h.t'I dl'illl)l1'otJ.IIIII" 

dunng w/llch ..,he n1eet<; Salim (r X:\J By \lk'l1\lIng Ihe fll):llt ;d()IlC.l1 ",dilli'" ,IIHI 

partlcÏpatlng ln the prote)t march. Ballly~ah Clll'l'tl\'dy dl\tJllll"- hl/~I'III/I)f11 tlll' 1101111'" 

chalknglllg not onIy her father'" alltltorJ[:V hut ;t1..,() the \tatl'\ 

l\:ot ,>urpn'lngly Il 1'> flr\! th\.: \lalC, Ihroll~h the 1l1l11!.lr).', whlili Il',I\,erh 11\ pll\"\( l, 

arresting the del11on~lrator\ Then Bahl y yah\ tatller 1,lkt:, llld!!Lt: ()t iii" d,llIghtt r, p,IYIfI)' 

for her relea~e fron1}lll and t.lkmg her hOf1!l' V.lllTl' lier future h tl) hl' dcll'rllllllcd 

Bahlyyah reü.1I7e<, that Ihere 1\ \ol1lcthmg dl\llIrhll1t!ly 'l/lllJ.lr hclW(l'1I her ,tlrl",t ,IIHIIIl/ 

father fon.:mg her to go home "ShI: g()t Irltlllhl' t,l\I 1 kr fdlht:r '.;11 on Iwr ri).'!:!. 1111 1II1( lt­

on her left. The door ..,hut and the taxI /ll()vcd olt. Il \.'va,> a\ If ~ltc liad hl.'l'tI arrc,tee! ,rpllI, 

but this time by another kmd of police," (r <)4) 11er paH:rn,d unl!t:" ,I!ld hn t.llha clt't'lCk 
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lhat the be\t \olulion 1\ ln remove Bahiyyah from school and to have her mamed off as 

qUlckly a'i pO\~lhle. 

hrdaw\ move ... to the margm\ of soclety by qultung her "respectable" job and 

rcturnlOg voluntanly to pro ... tltllt!on She conclude~ that "l t]he time had come for [her] ta 

,>hl'c! the la..,1 gr.lln of vlrtue, the la~t drop of sanctlly ln [her] blood "(p.86) She is now 

COIl'vIIlCl'd th.1I1he "Ie.t ... t dcludcd" woman 1\ the succe'\~fLlI pro~l1tllte ~ho 15 not subJect to 

thl' authonty ut ~tny()ne The decl..,lon to go back to prosututlon appear~ to relieve 

\otJ)l'""h.l1 the p.1l1l rau'>l'd hy !hrühlnl, and ..,he aftîml:-' that \he felt 

, 1I\..1' a ~()Ill.ln \.\alklng Ihrough an enchamed world to which ~he did nO[ 

hl'l()n~ Shl' 1.., t rcl' to do 'W hat ~he warlt'\, and free nOI to do It. She 

npCrIl':lll'''' Ihe rarl' pk\t'.lIrc 01 having no tiC'> \.\llh anyone, nf havmg 

hrokL'n ~Ilh l'Vl'r)thlllt!, uf ha\JI)g l'lit ail relatl()n~ \ ... ·llh the world arollnd 

her, (II helll)! cotnrklcly IIltkpendenl and llvlf1g her 1I1dcpcncknce 

l()mpkll'i~, 01 CtlJo: II1g frccdol1l hom ,ln]' ~uhJet'tl()n 10 a 111.111, tQ 

11I.tln.l~c, 01 10 1(J\'c, 01 king dmm:ed l'rom dl! iInlltatl()n~ \1, hçther rooted 

III mir, .lIld 1.1\\', III UIllt: ur 111 the Unl\\?f..,e Ir :-17) 

hld,m'.' kllllltlill kVlllllC\ "1 hupc lor IHllhlf1g, 1 \.\~IIH for nnlhlllg, 1 k.!r nothmg, 1 am 

lIn' .. Alln :C.II'. III '.uhJu~all(ln "hl' fin.Illy fXl\\l''.''C'' \1. hat \ .. nuld '.t'l'!11 to be absolute 

\. (III II III nI lIel bll<!\ .1I1d I11l1ld, and \hc C\ prc" '.c s th 1" :.lutonomy h) l..'hoo'>l!lg a profe\\lOn 

III v, Il Il. Il ,Il ... · h h\'1 11\\ n "m.l..,tcr" ,mL! \1. hk'h pa).., \\ l'II. th li'> en\unng her econor11lc 

Illdcp\'lhklll:l' ,llld lll\' Ihl""lhlll)o l() cnJ0:- \OIllC kl\urc Shc re.t117L'\ the attltude\ towanh 

lIel P[lIIl'..,..,"1I1 \dlldll\ I1kpl hut (nkr.Hed,l'orl'.ldacJ \h.lml'ful hut \l.ho!'\c \èl\.lce\ 

,lfl' (Il1l'n ll\cd 11\ 'll·'lx·\. table' men Idkt.:t the hyp(x:n,>y of '.o(let1'. (O/l\CIOU'> that 

pl"'tlIUIt" ,lit' m.lrpn.d rX'(lpk, and lhat !1ol1t'thek..,,, thclr trade I~ an Important p~U1 of 

p.llr 1.11 \. h,t! 'Pl Irl \ , 1 Il dd \\ '. 1.'\'\.'1] tllC' 10 "lIl1alc hcr'.c If on the marglT1 of the marginal by 

rdll\lllg lp .Idht'Il' lplule'. ut hCI (1.ldc (p.S9) 

1 k'PIII.' her ,'dn\ It·tIon tl1.ll1t l' prl'fcr.lhk "w oc a free prostitute, rather th an an 

l't\ ... t.I\l'd \ .. IIt'· ,lIlll hl.'r .m.m'nl.'~'" th.n hCl' "plOfe~s\On had been invcnted by men" (p,91), 

bllll! (lI \\ 11Idl 1 t'\ t\iI hel kvd of l'on '.C lou,>nt'..,.., and her profolll1d lInderstandmg of hel 

"llu.llIon, "hl' l' \IIlIJl'Ll. Illt.llly ;!gJm..,t her wJlL (1..) the <.:oen.:lVe I.:Llntrol of another man. 

S hl' U 'L" .dl 1 hL' till',\Il'. .\ \ .\1 Li ~k tn her 111 order ta mall1tJll1 her mdependence Ll'. a 

prl"tltlltc, but ,hl.' 1'> pcr..,:"tl'IHI1' rllr~lled by a pllllp who dail11~ that he wants to protect 

hl'I twm otllL'I ml'Il ShI.' .utcmpt'\ to evade hi.., control by usmg her VaIlOllS contacts, yet 
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quickly realizes that he IS more powerful th.\n she and Ih,u ,he I~ 1I\\. .. 111.lhlt- nI' ti~hl\ll~ ~llt 

hls attacks. Finally Firdaws ),urrenders ln \.1a17ùq\ t~1.lI'7l)1I\...) pl1\ \IC.U 1I1l111llld,ltllHl ,mil 

he stan!!! to tale a shan: of her profit~ and 10 1,:lfl'U!11!\cnbe hl.'f ffeedolll 

Bahlyyah and Flfdaw'i rehe! clearly ag.l1ll\[ rl1l' \lll'l.llllnnll\, \. h.llkll~lll~ (Iw 1l1,lk 

au thonty over them and are subJugarcd hy the ,lpp!t"',lI11111 01',",1(.'1 Çl\ l' p,lIn.1I dl.11 Illll.\.'\ 

Conversely Z~lklyyah's margmahzatlOn. and lalcT hel n'lntq':I.\l11l11 lllln p.\lIl.lJ' Il.11 ,Il"l,'!\, 

occur withm the sonally <,.lnCtlOneo 1I1111t<, nf Pl)pul.lr rl'llgll III , hl.'lll'h 1 kt 11.111\)'ll'''''II)I1, 

unlike that of Bahlyyah or hrda",,\. 1\ JlI\tllicd. Iht' \ 11I,1~I.'!\ 11<.:111.'\ t' Ih,t( thl' iIklllll,' "I 

hardships and the more rccent dlftï\.·lIltlL'~ n:l,ltl'd to th\.' t!".IPPI.'.lI,IJ1\.'V\ 1 II h,'1 I1ll\ l' .111<1 

brother have made her \ulnerahk 10 l'Vil \Plflh whll'h 11I\.lde h,'1 ht'1I1~' ,111.1 tlll,t' h.'1 (,1 

say and do thlllg.., agall1'1l ht'r \\111 She .,L1l1el, frnm.1 tnlk JI 111\.'"" ~1I1l111HI111\ Il'kll,'d t(l 

a~ 'udhra ('u;:ra I:gYPIl,lll). ,md \"'lIh Ihc tille (lt mu'dllllf(lli (mtl /(fd!t 1 t'\I'II.IIII, \\ hl\ Il 

('an be tran'llatcd a\ the "t'xL'u\l'd olle," ..,h\.' 1'1 Ilot hcld rl''''p1llhlhk lOI Ill.'! dnl.lllllll tl')111 

the rehglou", non11'., and her n:fu\.tl t<' p,Ir!ll'lp.ltt: 111 \ I1I,li't' litt' ! " 11ll\\~'\l'1 llil' 1111\' Il ,II 

and p,>yl'hologlC.l1 brè,lkd(lwll. ~tllL'h ,1\.l'0J11p,llllc" Ill'I Il'Il).'.iI Il!, lll\I", \'tlll hl' llillkl l, IU.\ 

a.., a p~yl'ho~om,H1(, tral1\l.lUOI1 (If h\.'r LlIl\.'()JN .. ïllll\ d"'llll't,) l'\ ,l'!e 111(' IlIlllh 11111'11,.'.1 1 III 

her thought!\ 

Ali Zaklyyah \ulft.:T\ IlIlllll'n!1'ltaru ph\ 'il.t1l11aLIl'o1' ,llld npt'Ill'lll v, 11111111\111' 

delInum:-" her rncmonl':-. tl1lxmg ~lth h.t11utlllatl(llh, th\' \l11.1~'t'l' (l1~"lll/l.'.1 (/l,lhe 

traditIonal healmg prol.'e'>\ lI'1l'd 10 IrL'I.' tht' nul ,fllli/dl! II(}lll Ihl' 1l1.1k'111. cl ln h III tilt' 

~pIn[ The :âr 1\ thl.' fïr..,t attl'lIlpt to hnn)! Z.l"ly;..tli h.ll" 1I1ltki llll' IIltllll'llI ,'"t 1/1(' 

dalllll1ant IdeoJo~y, but lt ,.., nol clfI.'dlVl' ,Illd ..,li\.' rt'IlI.IIII\ 111 ,1 'l,lit' 01 P,II.llIoI.1 ,lIld P,IIII 

only maintallung taIth lr1 /'.a;.nah. DC\IWrale ln hL'lp IIl'I .111111, 1.IYIl.lh l.,kt'· 11,,' ,1Ihl.l' (lI 

the barberhhll.\kh. U1Î)J hm:î'îl, v .. 110 ha ... l'Illll.l( [, \"Ith ' "JI()\ .. I((j~l'.lhk" 1111'11 III ( .IJlI) 

The: shmklz u..,e:.., Iht: OpportLllllty ln .[.!alll the LI\'IlI'" t)ltlll' \1.1\(11 \\1111,(' .llll'lllI11'1!"I. 

rece:ntly brcn l',tptured hy the yOlll1t! /~lyl1,lh ('Olht'ljlH.'lllly, HIf! "'Illd il ,\'lId, I.lkl', "dl 

and Zaynah to Sdy)ldah Zaynab \10"'QllC 111 ClIro ~hele thl.'~ .111'111 Tilt', (.1 \luJ\ÂIi ',\ 1111 

wIlIIIl,>truct them how 10 relleve Z,lklyyah ClI her I11Jln~ fClr Li kt' (II (lll pl.l\IJ\", 1 JI' ,pit, 

her weak stale and the confll'>lon plaglltng: 11er Il 1 If1J , Z:t~ly},lh ICJJ1.tJk" ahollt Iii\: (III 

pia~tre fee that "[ejvcn (Jod wanlS 1I~ 10 pay IIlln 'Io!J1I'lhlll)! Yell le kilO'),'> 'NI' m.,,11 

nothtng,"(p,80) 

ZakIyyah's cymcal and pcnctratlT1g Vlew 01 relIt!lol1 1\ 1. Clf111:1'"tl'd Wllh Z:I)'l1all\ 

unshakeable falth, which cou Id easily he Il1I..,cnn"trued il'> the LalN' 01 /.J Iyy.lh\ llllC, 

The two travel ta Cairo and upon thcir entry lnto the 010\qUC. thc.:)' eXpcrtcrlu,:, cadi UI hc.:r 
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own way. a unificatIon with other being, On the one hand, Zakiyyah loses herself 

mcntally among the lnnumerable boches çrowded ioto the mosque which she perce ives as 
homkd togelher, hecomtng one umform ma,'\: 

They Wl're ..,lCk or hlInd They were young or old. They were children or 

n"lhc\ ln ann\ They wcre \helkh\ of ~ect), or beggar"i or thieves. They 

were \(lrL'L'rer.." and tortune-teller", people who made amulets or recHed 

n.:ll!!loU'" 1 h.1llt\ They Wl're \,lIm\ of Gcxl, Intennedlanc\ to HI~ Grace. 

!lu.trell,lIl'. of Ihe dom" tn lkaven Ali of them Itke Za\...eya and Zernab 

ral\ed the p,tlm ... ot thelr roll!!h hand" In one unlfornl movemenl to Allah on 

the hl)!h .Ind d1.lrHed ln one VOlCC, Hl one hreath '0 Gnd 'Cp 89) 

Iklll!! \11rI()UIl,kd h:- Ihl\ llJl\ed g,lIhennt! of '{)\.'lal f11l\fih rea~~llre" Zlluyyah and 

\ (l1l1!III h tiLT, "hl' rq2d 1 11\ \Ollle nt her \Irength through the ,:ollecn ve expenl'nce of 

\l1lkrlll).! dlHllhl' tlh .. 'rap\'uth,: l'I!"lxt n/ the ~l\(jm \el'm ... to h,l\e ""orked l'ven bçfore ~he 

llIl'l'h 1 hL' \ hl\ VI 1ll1'1l1l0lled hy HîIJ hm~î' il On the- other hand, ZaynaD ha.;; an inten:-.e 

~JlIlItll,t1 t"pl'lll'!1ll' \..tlllll lO!1/lnll ... her per\onal f.llth ,l ... \he keh her'lelf drawn mto the 

plt"ll'lll't' III ('lId .md llllllt'd ""uh 111111 (p Sl») 

Wtlik lI11dl'l lhl' 'l'l'II 01 the ,:Iun.leuc unIOn \\, IIh God, Za:. nab move.., toward'l a 

\ Plu, "tlItJl~ (llil I1l'r n.lllle. She l'um\.'.., tal'I..' tu LI!,'L' ""!th a pel.'uhar \fUlykh \\, ho que,>uon:-. 

Ill'I .Iholl! l,Il.. 1\ \ ,th, .11 \\ 1111 .. h tllllL' ,hL' n:.t1l1L''> that ht'r JlInt h,l'> bcen hy her \ide the whok 

llllll' 1 hL' 111,111 tl'II-, /.l~ Il,lh Ilw her aunt 1 ... Jlllx'\."ll1\e the~ ha\e ciI"obl'ycd the \\. 111 of 

(111.1 1 le 1lllllrrIh kr Ih,lt III oldL'f lor Z,l\..ly~ah 10 he l'urcd, Z.lynah mu\! go 10 the 

\1.1\111 .... hllli\l' ,llhll\hl'~ Ill'. (lldl'r, ,l!1d lAI\...ly~,lh llIU\! Luth/ully perfonll her prayer\ 

.\Ild ,tlthPll~'1I 1.lkl~ ~,Ih 'l't'!1l\ [0 hl' l'Iued, they P,I)' the .\hayVI for hl'> advll'l'. The nt~t 

d,l\ thl' 1\\11 \\!)!llt'II It'lllm 10 IhL'lT' \!II,lgL' and Lllthtull) folio\\' the m~tnJ(!lon', Zaynab\ 

\lIhl111\\lllll tlllhl' \Ll~ III p,ll,dkllllg Za\..l) yah', ..,UhI1ll\ ... ll)!1 to Cod (pp 95-97) Short1y 

,II ICI IlIt'''.' n 1.'111\, .l.t1,illl'[UlIh l'rom Ihe \Var, n.'ln/orl.'lI1g Za\..l)) ah..., fauh whlch i\ 

11.',[, lIed \\ hl'Il ".1 ~ Il,1 h ;-,Inp' \\ orJ...lllg lm Ihe ~ la)\)r and gel'> marncd 10 Jalâl. p.iI1I~llly 

ll't"t.thlt,ltlfl~ the IlOrln,llc) of t.ul1ily hk. 1 Iowcycr, the pcnod of relative hanl10ny come~ 

III .In ,dH UP! l'nd ,1\ a n,"lIlt l~!" the m.l!1iplllatloO\ of thl..' \1:1) or and hls colh)rt~ 

-
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Crisis l 

The second and tïnal cnSl~ ln the hernmes' Journcy nut III \Uhllll, ... 11I1l ,lIId 11 HI. ,IHI\ 

a "principled" fonn of subversion resulh not only l'mm the hewlIll'\ Il'lIHegl,ltlon IIlln 

society and thelT general condition of \lIhjllgatlon, but ,11,0 from tl1l' pl'lpl'11I,1I1PIlI)1 Ihrll 

vicumization WhlCh takes the foml of a prel..'l'C .\!:!~re"''''lnn l)1l tht'II J1h~ 'I~ ,II .Intl 

psychological being A:-. ha~Ju ... t heen lllu\([,lted the y .111.' tor~L'tllll\ l)l t·,lillll.ltlll~h 1'1I11nl 

back toward~ the centte of patnarchal m ... tltlllH 1Il... Ittlll) \ ,Ih l' Il 'I, l'lI 1<1 i'd hnlllt' \ .. 11\'1,' 

her father is the master. FuddW\ rcturn., tn pro\l1tlltlnll ,ml! '" I.ller "'llhW\. i\. .. 1 hl the 

authority of a plmp. and Z;'lkl~y,\h Lill, under thl..' II1t1l1l'lh,' 1 II l'l'pld.1l 1,'111'11111 \\ hl, li 1\ 

manipulated for ob\ïou,> matl'n.lI end\ by Ihl' \hll\~h \ \\ Iule Il.dll\ \ .11l .111. 1 IlId.I\\ ~ 

remain p'>ychologlL',tlly at the hmll .... ot thl' Il.h,·nl()~I\. .. tl \.llnul,1 ,'\t'l, \~l'll h\ 1'.111 1.\11.11\, tlln 

are phy~i<.:al1y for(l.:-d to ,>uhmlt tn thclr 0PI)!l',>,>or\ ()\1 thl' plhn h.llld /.1\..1\ \ .Ih 1" lIul 

subje('t to the '>aml? phY:-.ll..·.tlconttol. .... he 1.." ln .\ 1l1.1llflL'1 01 "'P".I\"lllg, III \' 1" 1'1,1\ "I lIill It 1 

pray, free ln wurJ.. 1t1 the tlcld ... or to '>11011 thl' ..,ll'p (If hel hou\l' hllt ..,hl' I~ p,>\llii ""~!Il .tll\ 

bound by her rl'dl\l'owrl.'d !.\lth \I .. hl(11 dkLtI\l'I:- \l\hlhlh hl'I Iln'dulll 1)\ .1I\1ill) III .!l1 

three (',t'le'>, a ,h.ldo\!, of ft'.lr l'llntmUl', Il) è\1"t ln the llllll(h III Ih,' \\t 1111\'1' Illldt'IIII~' 111,'111 

pas\Îve HOWL'\I?r. \~ hl'Il thél!' \Uh..,IllI\\IUlll .... ll..llHllp.llllt'd Il\ lllille 111)l1',llll, h\ ,!II \'\\ III 

WhlCh Infu,>\.?\ thé prlltag.nnl\h wllh d l'tlllttplkd IUly. the)' t"peltelltl'.t <. 1l\1, th.ll II\.I~ \', 

them fal..'e Ihl.'lr fe.lr. ,it!nahng. the end 01 thClr ll'lnll'g.I.llllln .\lld the hl'~lll'IIII:' (1111111111'1.11 

S II bve r"!lH) 

Batllyyah\ father decH.ll' ... tu pUI an end tu III ... d.tlIî-!htL'1 \ \tl"IIt", .111.\ ,Ill' t li III 

su~peCl" her parent's llltt'ntllln ln m.lfI") hu (\It Sile llllltL'lllpl.ltl'\ Illlllllm' .1\\.1:> ',11\ dll" 

"the Impendlng d.lnger," t'ut 1" Hlc.\rahlt: Il! puttll1\.:.llL'f th'HI)..'hl\ 11\1t • .!ll!1 11l ,'\1 

nlldl1lght, when "he heard hl'r lathn\ ... florL''', ,hl' '>llt'''\..L'd Illlt Illill'I 11(:d, dl" "Ii .11,,1 

sat on the edge of her bcd ~()ndcnng ~hl'rl' III t!" Whl'rc' 1. 1 Iliid d ~'Ili 1" l'l~'lillt Il II~" hl': 

go at thl~ tnne ofnight." (p <)6) Becau\e 01 h\.:r 1I.:,lr. ,hL' rl\t'~ 111 \1\ thl' Id, .llh,1l ht.r 

m,lITiage 1'> me,capable, A groom 1., round, the ~ l'dtl IIlg ta)...n pldU' .Illd 1\. d 11'-:.' .Il l , 

de~tlny appear~ 'Ieakd ~hen they arnve al her hll'rh.lIld\ app.tllIlll·lI\ .11 \'.111\ li II1IW '.Iii' 

pas~e<; "from the hand, of \1uh:unll1.ld Shahccn Int() the h,lfllh 01 \11Ih,lflllll,1I1 

Ya"ecn,"(p 1(0) It 1'> preci ... ely at thl .... moment th"t B,tll\: y;1I1 \\11111'"1111\ Iwr h'.\r, 'J.hllii 1 

displaccd by her angcr wlth the man who had Ju·,t heLO!Jlè ber hll\hand ,)he rd li ',1", \0 

recognize hls authonty over her, reJecting hl) phY'>I<.:al advancc\ ') hc IIl.tn allelllpl\ III 
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Impo ... e hl, wIll on Bahlyyah, declanng that she is hlS wlfe and srnking her, but 3he slmply 

laugh'i al hlm wnh contempt and looks at hls naked body with repuhlOn. Although the 

arranged marnage ha, no vahdny ln her eye,>, soclally and legally Il bmdo; her to the man 

ha tather had chn,>cn 11er only mean ... of e~cape i .... therefore. to create a ~candal, "for 

\L • .llIdal alonc could 'lave her now, could make everyone ca,>t her out She wanted to be 

La,,1 out 10 hJve no mother or father, and no family to protect her For protection itself wa, 

th\." rc.!l dani!cr It W;t\ an a\\ault on her rCdllty, the u\urpallon of hcr will and of her very 

l'XI\lellll''' (r IO~1 

lu,>t .1.., B,i1II! jah wanl.., ln be free 01 the "protectIOn" of her ran1lly, Flrdaw~ 

re.tlln·.., trUlli the hq!lllrllng thal Ihe prorel'lIof1 offered by the pmlp 1\ more dangerou<; than 

,IJl~tlllni! l'hl' "he fll.l~ h,I\\." tu L'[Illlront alnnt' [n fa~L ,he tdI" \1arlCtq the plmp that it \.., 

1l111\ IrplI1hlll1 th.!1 \he 1\ III Il l'cd 01 rrntcclll111 Ir \)2) Attt'r\~llr\...lllg fOI \1.J.rlûq l'oran 

IIlhh . .'tclIllIlll'd l)c'r Ind III urne, J Ird,m" rCl()grllze .... Iha! he 1\ .1 d,lI1gelou,> pllnp \~lth an 

IIIt1 IH.'Iltl.d Ill't\'l)ri-.. nI L'lInt.l .. h ln thl.: court., and the polICé q,ltlnn throu!!h \\ hll'h he 

\lK ,-Cl'lh III ,on tr l ,11111~ lIUl11CrOll .... pro,>tltlllc.:'. ilmong. ,\ hom ,he \.., l·ol1nt~d. 

\\ltV.lth\Lllldlll~. lrlJ,tr.tllo/1 .Ind (kll'mlll1:11I01l hknd togcther lTl llro.lv • ..,' 1~1Jnd makmg: 

hL! 1 IllP('1 \ 1 Il Il , ln \t.IIIUq'" thlc,ll'> and prep.mng her p,,~dwl()g!('.llly for the ultllnatc 

llllltllllll,IIIOIl v,lth hel 0pprc .... \or 

[ \\:\.., rllll 1It',lrl)' cl'> Irct' .1 .... 1 h,l.d hithertn Imag.lr1l'd my\dllO he. 1 \',a~ 

1I\llhlllt! h\ll ,1 \lI Illy m.ll hlll1.: \\OJ\...lIlg d.l~ and m.\:ht \() th.1t a lIumhcr of 

llIen hl'!1 Hl;':llI~ hl dl rlcrt'nt plok .... "l\lll\ ululd 11Cl'l)1l1r.: Iml11en,>cl~ rll'h al 

111:- n.pCIl\l' 1,\,1\ IHlllIflt!l'r l'\l'Il Tlll\lrc\' .. Ill' m~ 11\"11 hUll\I,~ for \-\hich 1 

h.ld p.lld ,l,llh 111~ dlon .... \lld \'\1,:,11 One l.tl~ 1 \~\lJ h) m~..,elL 

'1 l,Ill 1 t!(Illn Ilkc Itll'> Ip lq) 

.Ind /.1 \ n.lb ., 

111,1111 pli 1.11 IPI101 Icll~l\lIl, hu! .llIer IKT lll.lm.l!!l', Z .. l~ n_Ih lI~r.:~ n:lIgIOU\ .. \rgumenh to 

u IlIf1ll'! Ilw t 'hlL'l lIt the \' i11.1t!l' (iu.lrd .... ,\ttl'mph to l'O!l\ lIKC her to retum to work for the 

\1.1\\11 (PI' 1 q ':'1 /~li-..lyyah \"l!llc\\e.., the l'Of1\('P"I!lOll bl'mt.'c'n 7 .. 1)11.10 and the Chief 

pl [hl' \ dl.l!!t· (~lI,lfllll1 V.llld1 thl' kl<..\t1 oftï\,.·lal argue\ thalH v, ~h Ciod \\, ho ordercd Zaynab 

1\1 ~\' rd tk \ 1.1~ \ l!"" l!nlN', \~ h de her 11I~n.' \11\0!--('., a (OnmlUl1h:alHln rcceived trom God 

\\ 1\<1 Il.1'1 Il)lbldd\.'n her ln go tl) the \1a)'or\. The Chief of thl' \·t11.1gl' Guard dl\llmSeS her 

l'l.llm th,t[ 1\ l' (iod v. ho h,l~ lIhïtl'd her to rcsi~t the Mayor\ [t'que'lt and naturally ~lIspects 
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82 

Once again thrust !nto a state of d~~p:.ur and depre~~lon. Zak\y~,\h "Il,. 1I111l\\,hlk III 

front of her house with Zaynab at her ~lde, rdlcl.'tIng on the l';lll"l" ot' Ihm \ Il'l 11111/.1111111 

But the dark.ness of her nllnd wa" no lunger IhL' ".IIIll" lt Il.\l\ 

changed ]\;or wa~ her mmd the "amc ml!1d Il h.id tX'L'11 Ix'loII.· SPlIlI:tllllll', 

had started to move ln H, a tl!1y tllttlOg thlf1~, And.\ (jlll'''IHHI 1... l'pl 

whlspenng under the bonc .. H\ her .... \...ull. a ljlll.· ... tlOn "Ilt' Il.ld IH'\t'! ,I\\..rd 

before. and \A. h!ch grew louder ail the tIllll' 111111111 hl'l'.IIl!t' 11"1..' ,1 1 1111' Ill)! 

bell.(p,D) 

Jalâl's arre"t mgga .. In Z.l\..lyyah a pnx'L"'" of (1111(,11 thllll~hl v. Ilil Il 1.1 Il \l"I tht' \l'il 

covering her (on,,(\ou~ ln dl ,>mle ~r.\te .,!Iw. 1 ~ ()m.,.,UPIl\, \\ 11I~'h ... Ill' !l,Id 1\ li. 1--\"11 11\ hl'I 

unCOn'iCIOll", cmerge gr,ldually t'rom thl' rlYè""t.., ul her mlllt! ,Inti "ht' l, lIillllllt'l'1 l,IP.lhk 

of abandonlng hcr"el f to the \\ lil III (lIXI. nor 1.".lfl ~hl.:' Il nt! \lIlll)f III lite I:\]I Il III /.1 \ \1.11, 

On the thlrd d,tY aftèr j,\I:i1\ ,ln"(."I, /,,1)11,11) k,lW" /"I~l)).th'" \!lk d, p.tlllll)! t." ('.IIIt! tll 

vü,tt her hu"b.llld ln J~lIl. fll.:'Vn 10 n:lurn, /~l\..ly),\h 1" .dIHW \\1111 IH'I 1111)11\'1\", lh, 

question~ L'onn:rnlng thç rcal a);l.'flh \x'hllld ],Il:tl\ ,\1 IC ... t ,md thl' Il', 1 dll', 111111 (11 1,1\ \I,tI,' 

com'er..,atlon wlth the Chll.:'fofthc Vtll.tg.t' (Iu,ud p.t\'I llllllll,dlltl'i IIIIII,! III ,llll,'11 ,il 

manner 1 {cr lhou); h h ,tfL' l h,tr,ll'll.'fl/L'd ,1[ t hl.' \allll.:' li tlll' h ~ ,1 d,Ill \ 1 1\ .1 III " ,li Id .1 U'I toi 1 (I 

m,ldne"". pro\ldlng. hl.'r \1,1\11 thl' 1I11çanny L'apallt) III 1!.IIl\jlll'l\ t' 1 l"l 111:> .1 1.1,1111\ \\111\ Il 

(X'ca'l]onally açcompaf1lc~ madne,>", Shl' rl'[lIlUllll'\ I1cf !.\ltlt ,Hld IlLlIlll" (;011 fI 11 1H'1 

suffcnng. dedanng to Zaynah Ju .. t hdon: her <kpalture lh,lt nov, .,111' lX'IU'I\('" thr 

truth,(p,135l 

Phase 3: Sub\'fr~ion 

In the first pha~e. Bahlyyah, hrdaw., and Zaklyyah n:pn: .. " Ihw de\lfl' , alld 

thoughts, accept the cultural nonn a.., natural law and olten \uhllllt (Il the will ul I/IIIl'I\, 

reflecting the p:,ychological altenatlon call'>Cd hy palnarL hal ..,()uall,~ )l1dlllonlll).' By Ihl' 

second pha\c, the)' have re'lI~lcd the erfcct\ of and fIl()vcd (Cl lar,!!e clt:grœ lwynne! Ihl; 

alienating notions of patnarchal ideology, hut COnlll111C 10 carry wlthm (hem a k.lr nlmalc.: 
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,lUlhonty whlCh 1\ III dfcl:t very powerful and threatening. In the third pha~e, a" a result 

of thclr eXlrerne vICtlmlzatlon, al·Sa 'dâ wî\ protagon ISIS cease 10 fear the parnarchaI forl'c" 

j!ovcrnlng Ihclf hvc~. c'>l:apwg fm,lIly and totally one of the mo::,t profound a'>pe~t,> of thelr 

alll:nalHlI1 The !1loment they ,>urrnount thclr fcaf, when they resm ülelf oppre~~or.., by 

lIJ1lt fOntlllg them rather than retreatlng from them, they are Invested wHh a pO'Aer to take 

u)[lIr()! 01 thrlr pl'r,>onal ,>ltuatlon. the reade! \ .... Hnes~e~, thu~. the empO\ .... emlent of the 

'AI >!lll'II.I'" thry !'l'ddille through thrl!' re,>l'>lançe the law~ and ~CX:lal code~. moment,Ully 

\"PI,.'lll'l\llllt! li lI11pktl' phY"'Il:al and p,>!chologlcaI mdependence :\0 longer do the thre~m 

nI 1 ) .... ILlll/dll()1l pIlY\ll'aJ abml' Of Ciod· ... wr,lth have a dl\~Ua~lVe lll1pact on the thn:~c 

I~ 1 lIIll'll, l' IH) Illl\l, Il'l'I Ihey have nothl n ~ tn Io-.,e, the If re"'pel'[1 \ e "1 watlon '> ha\ l11g hecomc 

IINtPlll Ht.lhlt: -Illet! ,lI.'ute ,>c(1'>lhdlly tn lhç\r oppre ...... JOIl and a dct~nl1lned de\lrè 10 mo\ e 

.1,1',1111\1 111I1111('} Ihl'lll tm',lllj.., p,ll1lnIlarly "'llhVCI\J\C :lCllon ... Thcy Il 0\\' in"'plre fcar 111 

Ihl )\l..' \ CI \ ",Hill' r PI l C\ 1.,llICh hall huhenn ken the ... ource of the Ir kar. 

:\, htT \\lddlll)! Illght dr,ll" III a L1mc, Bahlyyah qUletly kave.., her hll~b,llld\ 

.lp,llll11t'llt III 1 IlL' flhlllllll~ ,hL' ~()c, t() lhL' mcdu.:at (.:olkge \l,hen~ ~he !carn .... trom th.;: 

WIll)',lllll'lil. d'l\.ï, \1, Idh) 11,111 tlll'd III hclp hel and Salim ,\ttempe tn tlee the poll .... e, that it 

111,1\ bl 11J.t11\ ~t ,Il ... klllll S.t1îlll h Il'Il'd\L'd trnlll pn"'llfl Dè\.htated hy the Ilé"''>, ~he 

\\.d" .... lllllk'\I: Ihrllllt!h the ... tI"l'l'h \\ IH.'11 \uddl'nly ... he hear ... \OnK'one l'ail her n,une She 

tlllll\ li 1 !lIed hlT .trl,\l(lI1\~ pl \ lk ...... \l{. Dr ',\Iawi (AI.1WI), ... 1tt1l1~ 111 11l'., hlg l',if [ntlrely 

Pll'( ~'1. tlilled \\ ilfl the Ide.1 ni S.tlilll" IIlIPIï\()l1l1ll'l1l, ... he all'l'ph lJr ',\Iawî'~ nlter lu go 

j III ,1 r :dl' ,lllt! 1.1 Il ,1 \,' IUlll il \\][11 II 1111 S he \lhpÙ'['> tlut Dr ',\!.t \\'î 1\ .Igal Il'' 1 hn .Illd hl'r 

... 11"1'1 .... 11 llh ,Ill' L'clnllflill'd \\ hc,:n hl' IIll'" I() :-.cdllle hL'f 511,' pu"hc~ 111111 awa! al whlch 

Ih 1ll\t Ill' dl.'ll.lIl· .... th,11 ,hl' 1 ... I}(\\ ,1 .. Il~)nll.t1 girl "\P Ill) PIOUO of tht' tactth.lt ~ht' 1\ not 

'1\( 11111,11." lLtlll~ ~ .dl Ill'dd, 111 thl' dlreCtIoll ot .t1-\luq,qtam. but .... hL' hC~Ilatç~ an~j IHltICl''> 

It\'r I.ltlll" .Illd urll k 1',1\\ h~ 1I1.t t.I\1 At th.\! moment. ... he Jecloe,> to do t'vèf)thlng 

P""lt'k 1!lll'IlI,111l llVt' 

"\111: \\\\lIld "I,~ .\llynnl' \\ho apPI0,h.'hl'd ht:'[ .ml! gouge out the l'yes of 

.111\PI'l' \\ th) d.1red ln tllllCh hL'[ l)r r..'\cn to "Iur the air .lfound her. \Vlth hel 

LlIlll't ... Ill' \\ \ IlJld np open Ihe bel 1 y of anyone \\ ho ~t()cxi 111 her way, Ye~ • 

... Ih' \\puld j..llllulll She \\,1\ l',lp.thll' nI' commltllng murdcl. (PP 113-14/ 

Hahl~ ~.\h tllln, t,) polltll .. 11 a~'tt\ l ... m. wor~lT1g dande~tll1ely wllh a group of otller 

111l111ant~ \\ h(\ pr Ill! ,1Ild dlffu"c \IX'I,tli~t lIteraturc ln the \vorl--mg-da,\ nClghboL.rhoods of 

('.IInl 1 1er P()IIII~ .. t1ldea\ al ... o f1l1d ('\rreS~IOn in her pallltings \\'hich ~he contmues to 

l'llxlun: .\l1l1 ~dl ... tll .1\\1lft.' her cconomic autonomy. De~plte her separation frorn Salim 
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and the dangers accompanymg her subversIve :tI..'U\'ltles, B,lIl1"yah e\pt'nl'll~'l'\ .\ ~'l'11.1I1l 

optimlsm which emanates from the reconCillatlOn of her n:..!l lÎl'\lrC\ .lnd hct ,\~'tl~)tI, ~\.l 

longer IS she tonnented by the anxlety of the e"l\lentlal dU,\lll~, Il.1\ ln)! mm t'd \'11.'\ 1 Ill.! tltl' 

periphery of patnarchal dominatIOn She l~ at the ll'l1Hh llf hel 1I1dqh .. 'lhkn,'l' 1I\I\\t'\ ~'I 

she is followed by a pair l)f eyes a~ ,he movt'~ through IhL' 'tn .. 'l'h, .lIld ,Iltllllll~h ,ht' tilt .. .., 

to escape their menaclng surveillance, ~he find, hl'r,df 'UITlllllldl.:d 11\ \l'\ l't.d PII!tll'nlt'll 

who descend upon her. Knowmg that ,hl' l'annot l', ... ,\pe lhem, "hl' pllllldh \\ .t1k, 

towards her captor" holding: her hand, out III fInn! pf hl'l tll hl' Il" kl'd III 11.1111 il III h 

Fm1aw~ horl's to bre,lk l'rel' or \t.lr/lÎq\ d0ll1l1latllll1 h\ ".lIklll~' .1\\ ,1\ ,\ hl'II hl' l' 

not present, Ju..,t as B,lhlyyah wJlked out nt her hu,h.II1U\ .lp,lltllll'Ill \\ IIlil' hl' ,kpt 

However. after Fmlaw<; pack <; hcr bekw gll1g.' (.Ill\lll\~ \~ h",h l' hl'I "l', \ Ill< 1.11 ~ "hllnl 

dlploma), t-.1arlûq appears III the doo( blnd'Iflg hl'( dcp.1l tlll l' Slh' telh hllll tll,lt \111' 1\ 

detenmned to kave They exchange 010\\, ,1I1d \-tlI Illlf ;nc\ tl) pl/Il !lllt .1 I--Illk tl(lllllll\ 

bdt, but hrdaw) ~wlflly ... natche ... the \\capon and plllllgl" IllqW.wdh 1Il1t) hl' hll\h 

She relate~ 10 the p"Yl'hlatn"t the thmlg.hh \'~llIl'h \.\l1 \h\(lll~h hel 11111111 .1., "hl' drkndl'd 

her,clf agallht \lar711q. 

1 wa, :I,tnfll,heJ 10 fmu how L'a"lIy Illy h.ll1<1 !l1o\'l'd .1\ 1 tllll/'i tilt' 1--11 1 It' 

into h", tle<;h, and pulku il out alrno\t WIlholit dtor! \ly "'11I1l/1\\' \ .... 1\ .dl 

the grcater ,incc 1 hac! nl..'verJone \\h.\ll wa, dllll\)~ hl'II)II' ,\ 1\lII"t;llll 

fla~hed through ml' Imnd Why \>\a, Il lh.ll 1 h.td Ill'\l'l \tdhh.:d.l tll.11I 

before'? 1 real17l'J that 1 hat! hl'l'n afralt!, and that !L'.1I h.ld kell \\Ithlll 11/1..' 

allthè ume, UtlUllhe lkcung 11I0n1t .. 'nt \\ hen 1 rl'ad ka! III 111\ t'\t" (:11' <)') 

96) 

Whcrea.., Balllyyah l' willmg to commIt !l1unil'r ln 1/l.1l1l1:tlfl hl'! Ilt'('dt lII1, IlId.I\'.', 

had to murder ln order ln bccomc free, inckl'd Ill ... III lhl' very .111 tlldl ~lil' d,'t ()\t'I', 1)( 1 

frcedom. She u~e\ her capturcd 1 Ilx: rt y ln a tt;lllIL·: "'y..,tL'1ll h) Irl,llit 1I1l' a pr 1 III l' ..... 1,1) 

solicited her servlce~ a\ a pro:-,tltute h)r hnlaw\ trlL pflllle l, thl' pIt.:l'llll/l1 /lI ',."llllllll Ilt 

male authonty and of male ha~cne'i) 1 kr allger and hatcnt III the pnml' rll 1\'/ . livr tf) 

attack hlm phy~I(.\lIly, at whlch po:nt he '>LTl':lIll'> for [hl: poille ',I,lJo tcI/l11' Il) ;u!nt 

Firdaws. Firdaw, arglle~ wlth the police afflrn\\llg th,lt ';rOIl.ln.: <..flll\I/1,tl·., ,dl (JI ylili Ill\' 

father'\, the uncle", the hu\han(h, the plmp", the la\>\ycr", Iht: dCH.to!" Ihe '(IUIIL!lJ',I'" ;llld 

ail men of ail profession)." To WhlCh the polIce re.., pond "1 y J()U litt.: ,: ',:1\.1 ~'I: a fiel 

dangerous woman." (p, JOO) They handcuff Flrdaw'l and take ht:r to pfJ',Otl Alld (k·.pltt· 
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the prc..,llknt\ oftCr to reduce her death sentence lO IIfe tmprisonment If she agrees to 

apologlle, ..,he retu ... e<, the ge,ture, prefemng to exerCl~e her freedorn to the full extent. 

J )rawn back 10 her IClIllal que<.;t1onmg of her faith, Zajoyyah identifies the power of 

(iod witt! the ro'Aer" nf the matenaI world She doe~ not doubt God'~ ommpotence. on 

the wlllrary "he tlccept<, thal J[ 1" God who J~ re..,pon~ible for all that happem on eanh. At 

the \amt: lime ,he rt:lognllc'I 'Iomchow that everythtng that takes place ln the village is the 

v. dl \lllhe Mayor "1 he \1a~/(\r rules the village a,> Gad ru!e~ the eanh. and In Zakiyyah\ 

tf< IIlhkd, huI pt:rlt:ptlVè, mllld the \1ayor \'> Gt1d AI' ter Zaynab\ departure, she contmue~ 

ln "II at thl' clltranu: (lI hl'r hOlI\e, \tanng at the Iron gale ln front of the \1.\yor·s hou~e. 

WIil'fI ... he "l·l· ... tk bille cYl'''' ot the \1ayor appear. ~he mc(:hamcally gets up. gœ., to the 

... t.lhk .tlld t.lkn IhL' hl~' hl'!Wl'l'n her hand\ She moYe'" qèaddy toward\ the Mayor, who 

'.Illlply '>l'l', /.I~I)).lh a .... Ollt' of tht: pe.l\alH WOn1en workl!1g on hl'> farm. Before he 

fe.tllll''I \'. h.lt 1\ haplk'nlllg /.,lklyyah bnng" down the hoe powerfully on the ~1ayor's 

1ll'.Id, kt/llIl;..' hllll 

/ ,II-..I ~ .\ ,Ih'~ p\ ycl]( Il<lgll'al \tale of conscJOu~ne~s, mtlected wah rnadness which 

dl' 11\ l'~ III Il (1111 Y t rom lier "ufkn ng, bUI a)"o from her pl'rœplion of lt'l "true" causes, i.., 

,I~ ll'lltll.l1l·d hy hl'! ,I~'\ nt .... ull\l'rO'lon She dol''' !1othing 10 è .... cape arre .... t She has nowherc 

\1 \ ;':1 \ .lI\d dll\.· ... Ilot "l'l'Ill li I\\.'\)llrageù by the prO\peCh of bel!1g irnpn o,oned. Smce she ha" 

,h. \. lIllll'!I,llL'd hl'\ t.l"h .. "th.' \~"lh. "lttIng on the thre .... hold of her hou"e perhap~ Imagmlng 

tll,11 \hl' \1, dl "00(1 hl' n:ullltl'd wlth the olhl'r lllember .... of her famlly She 1:-. <lrroted and 

t,tl\l'lIlwl\llhe \ tll,I~:l' tn the pn .... on lOto ",hK'h .,he 1" led ~urrounded by men, WIth 

fl,lllIlllil h \l11 ht'I 1\ Il ... h, "hUI 11er large black eycs were wlde open," (p.UR) 

1 \ Il ,II S.I· d:1\\ i, \\ Ull1t'11 1l111:-.t ch,llknge wnh their 111ll1d~ and thelr boJle~ the 

P,ltlï,ltl'il.1I dlle (\!\kl. She n:cngni7e ... that It lS by denymg ,"omen knowledge and by 

u)(ltt\lIl\!1~ t!1\.·ll tlK\\l\" l)! pl\ldul'tlnn th.1t ratria~hy succee{h ln mallltammg lts hegtmony, 

III 1 ftl' thrl'l' Il''\ t'j..,. \\ Otl1L'IÙ, .l,xe..,.... tu education and through lt their capaclty to defend 

[h\.·11 !I~h h 1 1/l1.1I1l ~.lIllt ull'llIplll) ment and live mdenpendently of male domination are 

'l'lItr.1l qllC:-'1 Il III \ II\1\H'\ t'r. 11 l' not only In obtalnJ,lg a.n cdw:auon and economic secumy 

111.1 t \\ lllllt'Il .11. ljutrt' Iht'lr frt'l'dom, ln T\\'o WOnU'fl /fi One III ,Hl Y of Bahiyyah's middle-

1.'1.1\\ km.lll' \"!a\"lIwc\ L'l.)(J/'.lnn \ubnm.\i\l'ly ta the nomb \\ hile 111 Guâ Dies l.y the Nile 

the l't'.b,lIl1 \\ p!1l,'n try 10 rC:-.l~t male 311thont) And despite Flfdaw ... · ~econdary-school 

t'dlK.I[II)1) ,md hel .Iùjllln .. d ll1.ltcn.ll wellheing. she is forced to ,>ubmit to the control of 
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Marzûq. There are obviously no hard-fast rules, but one mlght I...'ondude that ~Uh\'l'r~l\C 

'Nomen with an education and the poS~lhlhty of achlevmg Cl:nnOllll1: :Il1tl)nnlll) l'.UI 

generally resist patriarchy more effectively. To a certain ùegn:c, B,lhl) ),Ih\ tillai 

expression ofresistance. although less dramatIÇ. IS tht' 1110 .. t pronll .. l!l)! lX'l"lIl .. t·U 1,Il,.l'" the 

fonn of a collectlve movement 'Whlch :llms ,li In~rea .. tn!! thl' aW.IIl'Ill'\\ (lI nthl'!\ 

Zakiyyah's resistance hJ~ a cleaHollectlve effect on the vdla~t'. hUI Il ,h.· .. Illll III and ut 

itself constimte an aet with the eapaclt~ tn (h,mg\! the ~y .. t('m \ li p.IIII.11 \ h.1I .\llli l.'IiI"'i 

oppression f aced by many pèa~an t Wl)ll1en. S 1I1111.\rly hnLm ': ,Il"! 01 1 !lX'LIIIl Hl dlll..· .. I1l1t 

change the situation of the numerou ... pro .. ntute~ explolled b~ plll1p' IlId.lw\ .lIld 

Zakiyyah stnke out agalll~t rheir mlnK'.dlate Jppre'l'lOf", ,Ind III dlllll~ '>u lhey \lll'll'l'd III 

liberating themselves and other women temporarily. 'Ih: L'lllkl'\lW a"pù'\ PI' IlwlI 

resistance lies pnmanly, but not e,\clll~1 vdy. 111 It~ pot~nlI.!l "YllIhllllc \ .111I~' Inl \\ Ill! \t'Il 

around Them who 'WIll ~ee th\?ir al'tlOth a" ~Ig:n ... ot 'Wnl1lcn\ ahllll) !lI dlalkllgL' Ihell 

oppression For aI-Sa'dâwî 1t 1'\ Ilot ... 0 Illuch the form ot IC\I\t.lIIU' ,ld\lp1\.'d hy \\(1\1\\.'1\ 

which IS slgmtïcant, but r::-ther women.... and mcn.... 1l'L'0t-llltlOIl Ih.II Ihl' 1IlI\l\IIl'l'" 1 II 

the patriarchaJ-clas ... '>OCla! order an~ nl)t natural and ullch,lng:lllg and Ih.1111 1" lI~'l·l'\'t.1I Y tu 

question, criticize and rejel't the Iegiumacy of id\?a-; and lIhl1tullol1" \\ llldl 1Il.111I1,1I1! 

inequalities. 
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Conclusion: The Freedom Paradox 

Through the '1tone'l of Bahlyyah, Firdaws and Zaklyyah. al-Sa 'dâwî illustrates that 

worncn's re'll ... tanœ mu ... t begJn wJth the psychologlcal processs of "dealienation" and a 

pme dl' ('Of/..\('/l'nce of the tnJu ... tJce~ they and other~ face ln socially srrarified, patnarchal 

... orlelle... 'l'hl" awarenc~'1 create~ the pO'I'Iibllity of reJccung patriarchal norms and of 

le"'l"tmg thc dite rull: 1 Iowever, given the hegemony of parnarchal in~[){u{ions, women 

who attempt ln )ubYl'n the vX:lal order or )Imply who do not confonll to it~ rule~ are 

thrcatclH.'d w \th margmalmltlon, vlOIence or Impri'\onment. Thu~ the p~,ychological 

1 rl'l'dom dCq 1I1red hy al-S,l' dflWÎ\ protagoOlsts, ail of whnm are somewhat e\cepuonal in 

thl' l'xtl'Ilt to WhlLh they carry out tllclr n:"'lstance, dues not lead to their phy~J(.'alltberation 

()II the l'olltrary, ,1) Wl' have JU)t ... cen, whcn the three women attam the summit of their 

p ... yL'h()I()~lcal ,llItorulllly, wllllh 1 ... expre ...... L'd lT1 thelr radle,li attack on patnarcha! agents or 

1I1 ... lltu!IOll ... , (Ill'y arl' phy ... ically .lpprehcndl'd \VllIle thelr hand~ are ~ymbo!ically 

1t:"'lIaint:d \\ Ilh handculh and they are led (0 pn:-.on, thclr mlfld~ remam bcyond 

patllaldl)'\ contml. thl'ir phY)Il'al and p~ycholog1cal ~tate ... ale at opposite poles, and thl'i 

0PPO"III\))1 IC"'U!h lfUl1lcally jfl)J11 the hcroines' re~ollltlon of the antJl10my of ~llbmIsslon 

.\IId "lIh\'CI"'IOIl By ..-!100'''lIlg 10 ~ubven they are subjeet ro rhl.! coerClve force~ of 

C\l'lII"h1!l \\ 11I(:h ,Irl.! \'mploycd by the patnarchal slate to e!11111 nate any threats. 

l'hl'" blll1t:" 11 ... nad. tn Hka that patnarchy is a total ~y:-tcm, cOll1po~ed of 

1I11cdod,m~ In .... lltllllO!l.., of l'ondl\lonmg, surveillance and cha~tI~emcnt. Does al-Sa'dâwi 
~ ~ 

\\ I,h. theldlllt'. II.) 'lIggc~1 in the ... e nove!... that ail re~i~lance 1 ... fuule l!1 the face of 

p,lt(l,trdl~ ..... .Ipp.lll·nt \l!lllllpOlenœ'! h there no t''>l'ape for womcn from patnarchy's 

"trdllll) \\ 0\ l'n ,lfld wdl prc\erved web'! In ~pltC of the tragic conc\U\lOn of the three 

!I\l\cl ... , ,li S.I\l:mi\ 1l1l'~ ... :lgl' 1" not defeatl\t She ~tn\'e~ to expre~s the Importance of 

\\\1111\'11\ ;m.lll'f1t':-, ... that the)' l'an and ~holild te'\l~t Injustice ln lts vanom se'<.i~t and 

l'!;\""I',tlt I 11l1'" Sile abo ~trcs:-,t'~ the weaklle~ ... es in the patnarchal construct, for WhlCh the 

p"'~ l.'hll!nglc,tlCllfltll)! nI' Wnllll'Il rem;UIl'i the primary l1lcam of mall1taining itself. she 

l't)mh nul th,lt Il 1" prl'el~ely tlm COrH!Ol l'rom which women escape, for thcy can 

,l\l'I~'onll' II1l'lr ,llll'Il,IIIOn and rCJl'I.'1 the ll'giomacy of male authority t'ven though they may 

lw ph) .... 11:,111) :--\lhJll~,ltl'd or llnpmnncd. Once ~omen free them..;elves of the repressive 

dfl'\,:t~ l,r p,ltnarL"ll;1l .... pl.·lalrondmoning, they Will be able ta pass to the next step of 

dl.,mantllllg the nl)rH:~,lIltanan MXlal order. 
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women and agam:-.t wlllch thelr evcry conccm IS mcasured. 
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