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By cornbinll1g il descriptive rnethod with a comparative Olle, thls thesl~ 

atternpts to understand the ideas or method of MlI~lim karning a~ illll~tr;lIed III a 

medieval MlIslim treatise, TéJ clilll :'II-Mutélcaillm ]':1rh/ :.11- 1':.1 'a 111111 1 (Instmctl()(/ 

of the Student: the Method of LCWWl1gJ. of Burhün al-DII1 al-Zarniljl 

(flourished circa 620/1223) It 1" app,lIcnt lhroughollt the pre~ent :-,tudy that the 

method of Mushrn Iearnlllg 1:-' Ilot "lll1ply a techmljlll: hy wlllch a ~tlIdent secks 

to deaI, in an appropriate manner, with any academlc a~"ignment, but rather, an 

approach, the very heart of which rest~ on the problcm of ctlucs, whlch bnng~ 

il student into a ~ltuatlOn whcre he mall1tain~ his commttment tn Clod, h IS respect 

to his teacher, and hls lI1vlgoratcd dc:-,irc 111 the ~carch for knowledge The 

fundarnentai reason for such an approach tn learnll1g 1" that knowledge (LI/m) 111 

Islam is placed in a religlOlIsIy ~pecIaI po~Ition 111 that tt I~ recogl1lzed a~ denved 

from God and given by Hlm for the noblltty of human belllg\, ~() that the ~carch 

for knowledge IS a part of the Mu\lim\ religi()lI~ mal1lfe~tat)()m of "unml\"ion 

to God (Cibiïdah Ii-Amïh) . 
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Cette thè~e propose d'e),sayer de comprendre, en combinant une 

méthode descnptive avec une méthode comparatIve, la méthode d'apprentissage 

musulmane telle qu'clle e'\t expliquée dans un traité musulman médiéval, le 

'nJ'lïm a/-Muta Calll1ll Tariq a/-T,jCal/um 1 L'instruction de J'étudiant: méthode 

d'al'I'IC/lli.'isagcl, d'al-Zm ni1J! (acur ver~ 620/1223) Il deVIent évident, tout au 

long de l'Ctte élUde. que la méthode d'apprentls),age musulmane n'est pas 

),implement une techniquc avec laquelle un étudIant essaie d'affronter, de la 

façon la plus appropriée, n'importe quelles tâches académiques, mais elle est 

aussi une approche. dont l'essence repose sur une question d'éthique qui met 

l'étudiant dan" ulle ~Ituat)()n al! J1mall1tient, à la fOIS, son engagement envers 

DICU, ~on re~pe('1 cnver" ~on profe~scur, ct son dé~ir fortifié pour la quête de la 

l'Ol1l1aIS~aI1Ce La lal~OI1 fondamentale d'une telle approche en matière 

d'apprcntis~age cst le faH qu'en Islam la conmussance (Ci/m) a une position 

spéciale. étant détïnic religIeusement, car on la reconnait comme étant dérivée de 

DIeu et donnée par Dieu pour l'ennobh),sement de l'homme, de telle sorte que la 

quêtc de la l'onn:\l~~anl'C se veut une des manifestations religieuses de la 

soumISSIOn du 1l1l1"ulman à DICU (Clhiîd:J11 Il-A 1/;111) . 
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The transliterauon for Aran1\.: wonh III thls thc~l" dn~dy follow~ Ihl' 

Institute ofIslamic Studle~ tran~literation ~y~tem 
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Short - :;: a; = 1; = li. 

Long \ :;: a; :;: ï; ,:;: U 

Long wnh tashdkl - :;: Iya; ) :;: lÏwa 

Ta marbü!ah ,,- = ah; In idafah :;: at. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The rn~<.,cnt <.,tudy examincs a'ipect~ of the rnethod of learning as 

1I11l~tratcd III a Illcdieval Mu<.,lnn work, Taclïrn al-Mut,lc,lIlim T;lriq ;Jl- Ta callum 

(InstructIOn 01 the Stuc/ent. the Mcthod of Lc,lrning), by BurhITn al-Dïn al-

Zarnllp (lloLJn~hed circa 620/1223). Two approache~ will be employed to 

acc()mpli~h tlllS ta~k The til~t i" d~scriptive, by which al-ZarnuJï's ideas are 

plc~cnted in ~lIch a way that thl' dctall~ are ~ystematically discernible. The 

second I~ compara lIve, 111 Ihat tt tnl''i to bnng l'alh aspect of lll~ notions into a 

widel conte:>.l, 111 whlch the Idea<., of othcr scholar<., such as al-Farabï (d . 

. B9/(50), al-Ciha/aH (d. SOS/lIII), Ibn Jam~Fah (d. 783/1381), Ibn Khaldün 

(cl XOX/14(6) and ~omc other~, arc c0I1<"ldered. 1 To bcgin, meanwhile, it is 

nccc~sary 111 thl~ introduction to deal with some problems concerning a1-

Zarnujl\ biogl aphy, the populanty of hls Tuclïm. and the previolls studies of 

the trealt~c, a~ well a .. the <.,trllcturc of thl~ pll'sent study. 

ThcIl' l!'. hardly any defLllIlc mfonnatlOll ahout the life of al-Zarnüjï. His 

propcr namc has rcmalI1cd llI1ldcntlflcd' The time frame in which he lived is still 

a slIbJcct of spcculatlon among Imtonans. Moreover, his achievements during 

lin this tlll'SIS. d.lIc!'.1I1 l'onm'Cllon 10 Mu!'.lim cvents arc glvcn accordmg to Muslim 
.md Chnsllan cakndcl:-' rc:-,pcl'IIVl'ly. OlhclwlSC.lI will bc nOlcd . 
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hls Itfetime havc not becn dl'''lï lbcd adeqllatcty (1 E \on (illllll'h,llllll ,\I1d 

Theodnre M Ahel ~tatc th,1l "Nnthlllg 1" kllOWIl of Hlllh.\I1 ,tl-DIIl.1I /'.\lllll)l'" 

life beyond what ma)' be IIlfcned l'Will hl" \\'Ilttng" nI' whll'll the PIl'\l'llt t1ca!l\l' 

I!the Télclïmllls the mo .... t wlddy ll'Illmncd ,\I1d the nnly nlll' plllltcd ".' 

It l~ su~pcl'ted that the .... l'holal ln qlll'~tl(ln \Va .... at hl .... peak. nI hl\ C,lrCl'r 

al about 620/l22.~ , ile wa" "lIl1ated in the tWl'Irth gelll'l,lllon ni thl' lIana! 1,,:1 It 

is also knowll that al-ZarnüJI wa" a ,tudent of HUI han al- DIIl 'Ait al- Faq',halll 

al-Marghïnanï, the author of i11-1IIdayah /1 FllfII' al h'lh, whn <l1l'd III 

593/1197.5 It l'an he "peculatcd, thCICfOlC, that Ih),lIllttl tl. (kath nI lm, tl'lIcltl'I, 

did al-Zarnüjï real'h hi~ Illtc1lcctllal ctllon?,rl'Il.." Il 

SOllle information roncerning the penot! or life ot :-.cholar:-. who weIl' 

regarded a~ al-ZarnüJi\ teacher, or wuh whom al-ZallHlp ha" at le.I'" 

2G E. von Gnlllcbaum and TM Abel. "lntrodlll'ItOIl." III Ihl'Ir I·.nglr ... h tla\l\I.lllol1 III 
al-ZamuJï\ Ti/'lim iI/-Mulil"î/11I1ll '['wICl ill-TiI'i/llulll. ImllllcltOlI 01 Ille ."'fud,'1lI Ille 
MClhod (lI Lcal/llllg (New Y 01 10... KllIg\ CIOWIl PiC' .... 19·17 J. P 1. loolllotc \lO 1 
This "IntroductIon," appeared unJer th~ tille "The ('olltnhutloll 01 .. Mcdlcv.II Alah 
Scholar 10 the Problcm 01 Le'llnlllg." III IOl/IIl.l/ol J>cl,WII;lIIly 1') ( 1 ().I() 1 (J'ri), pp 
59-69 ['!'lubIe blad .. et, Il Il III quotatH)Il, u ... cd 1111111:-' tlH.~'I'" .Ill' ,Idded hy tlte plt''''l'Ilt 
wriler, whllc the "lIlgle blad.eh 1 l ,llrcady l:X1'otL"d III thl' tcx" Ilom wlllch thl' 
qUG~aLions are talo..en 

3WlIheim Ahlwardt. Ver/cle/um de,' iIJ aOJ\cllCll I/;/J)(I\L!)( J IIcJl. Balld 1 (New York 
Georg Alms Vc Il a),! , 19XO), pp 44-4') 

4Thls IS accordlllg ln Su lalln an al- K alla WI III Ill' .. 1\ 'I./lll <t1/d,flY,1I IIlJII h"fi/!J.I) 
Mé/dh/wb é/I-Nu'm<în é/1-MuJ.../J/é/f, ,1\ qllolcd III M PIc\\ller. "al Z,llllllll." III '/1)(' 
Encyclopncdwo//<'/é/m, bted,vol VIII(Lcldell LI BIIII, 1()X7J.p 121X 

5Edouard van Dyck. 1J...l1f;/) al-QiJ/w' /JI ma /lolVa Math/J' Illill 1\\!Jll.II .If '1'.1'/11,,1 
cAfî/biyah r al-Mat:ibl' .I1-SIl')((lly.l1l w:/ al-(;!J;ul>Jyall (MI'oI Mdl!>,\',11 ,II Ild.d. 
1313/1R96) Burhan al-Dm ai-Malghillani wa ... a glC.lt Il.III.dIIC ,cholar who ... c wOlk ... 
such aIl é/I-lfld;fyé/Il alld the KilaYé/1 al-Mulllaha wIll ch LOII..,I..," 01 X vollJllle ..... re 
con.,lderahly Important ln hl ... '{',/'/JI]), ,t1-ZarnuJI 111l'1I11011'" .ttlc,l ... tlour IUlle" lire ft.lllle 

of Burhan al-Dïn 'Ali al-Marghïnalll a, Ill ... prolc ....... or 

6Scc tootnotc below 
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<.:()rrc~p()ndcd wIll ~hcd IIght on thi~ problem 7 Among them are Fakhr al-Islam 

al-I.la~an Ibn Man~lIr al-Farghanî Qâdîkhân who dlcd In 592/1196, ZahIr al­

DII1 al-Ila~arl Ibn 'AlI al-MarghlJl,inî who dicd circa 6()O/1204, and Fakhr al­

DII1 al-Ka~har1J who dH.:d 111 5X7/1191 Con~ Idenng thls data together, it is 

pO\~lblc 10 conclude lhal he tlollmhcd a httle earlier than the date calculated by 

Ahlwardl, whIle it be<.:Omc~ certalll that his TacUm was composed after the 

deuth of hl!'l tcacher 111 59V1197.x 

To ~lIpplel11cnt thi~ information on al-Zarnüjï, it is worthwhile to 

mcntlon the data glvcn in Ibn Khallikan\ WafayiitaJ-A cyiin.9 Here al-Zarnüjï is 

alllldcd to a., a profeo.;!'Ior of Rukn al-DIn Imam Züda (d.573/1177/78) in the 

field of 1!'Ilamic law (fiqh). The infonnation given also affinns that Imam Ziida 

studicd the !'IlIbJcct of controversy (mujiidaJah) under RiçlaJ al-Din al-Nïsabürï 

7 AI-ZamujÎ hlmsell melllJOlls 111 hl!'l Tt/'Hm the Muslim scholars whose sayings arc 
quolcl1 POl cxamplcs, hc sa ys in p. {17}. Kana usladhuna Shaikh al-Islam Burhan al­
Din $(/~1I1) ,1/ Jlj(/;ïyuh yLJ~lkî éJ1J/W : IMy profcssor, Shaikh al-Islam Burhan al-Œn, 
Ihe au',hor of :I/-/l/(/;Tyall, narralcd Ihal.. ], and in lhe sam" manncr he says in p. 
{19] K;uw uMadl1lJmT é1/-Q:lçlï /mITm Fakhr al-Din al-m;jCrU[ ln Qadîkhan yaqUl...: 
1 My plOlcs\OI, Ihc leader of judge 1 Fakhr al-Dîn] well-known as Qadïkhan said ..... ]. 

8PIc~'lIcr. " al-Zamu jÎ," p 1218. Richard W Bulliet as~umes that a scholar in the 
medlcval Mushm penod nonnally commenced his carccr about 21 6 years, with a 
slaml.llt! devl.lllon 01 18 8. alter thc dcalh of his leacher. Sec his "Thc Age Structure of 
MCtheval blanllc EducalJon," Studw 1."/<U111ca 57 (1983). pp 105-117 Bascd on this 
assumptlon. Il I!'I pO!'l\lhly !'Iuspected that al-Zamujï's carcer commcnccd bclwccn 
610/1213 and 614/1217, about t wenly years after the dcalh of his professor, Burhan 
al-Dîn al-Maq;hll1:ïl1l. JI1 593/1197 However, il will Oc confusing If wc considcr al­
Zamujï's pupJl. Imam Zada. who dlcd evcn 20 years earlier than the dealh of al­
Marghll1;ulI ahovl' So. on one h,ml! wc have the date of thc death of al-Zamu]ï's 
plOlc!,,,or .• \1- M:II ghm,1I11, n.und)', 111 593/1197, which mcam lhat the death of al­
Zal11uJI ~hollid he no earlJel than tl1ls date On the othcr hand, wc havc the datc of his 
pupll. Imam Z;\da, who tlicd 111 573/1177. which mcans lhat as hls leacher. al-ZamujÎ 
dll'd no latel th.1Il Ihl~ latc~1 date 

(11)11 Khallikan. H'.l/;/y;Tt (//-A'y;Tn n,a AnNPAbna:JaJ-ZélmITn, 2nd volume, trans. into 
Engh~h hy Sn Mac GU(~1I1 Oc Slane (pans: Pnnted for the Onental Translation 
FUlld of Grr,1! Rrit.lln and Irrland. 1 S42-184 7) P 662. p,mlcularly, foolnote no 3 . 
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(d. between 550/1155 and 600/12(3).10 ('on~idcnng tills data, it l'an hl' 

assumed that al-Zarnüji and al- Nisabürï liv~d ~ontcmror:lncnu:-.ly. 

UnfoI1unately, Ibn KhalllJ..iin t11t'nl1on,> nothmg abolll the latlL'l e,ccpt tha! IH.' 

was the tcacher of other ~chohlI ~ J..nown :I~ RllJ..n ;11-f)lfI, 1l1l':lllIng "plll:11 of 

faith," namely Rukn .ll-Dïn al-Tawü<;lld. {)OO/l2(H),11 Rukn al-Dm al-\Anmh 

(d. 615/1218),12 and one whose name b unknown. n 

Given the above lI1fOnmltlOn, there i!\ no douht that the exact period 

during which al-Zamüjï lived Î!\ sl111 uncJcar. However, it wOllld he prudent tn 

keep in t11111U the statement of von Grunehalll1l and Ahel Ihat al-Zarnujl ltvcd 

"toward the end of the twelfth and begll1ning of the thirtccnth centuries." 14 

In regard to the question of wherc al-Zm nÜJï lived, von Gruneha1l1l1 and 

Abel supply liS with some information. They mainlatn in general that al-Zarnujl 

was a Mushm scholar who lived In Pcrsla. More ~pcclflcally, they ~tatc that he 

"was a jurbprlldent of the HanafItc ~ch()ol wtth wldc a'.'.{\ct:ll1()n~ in 

Northeastern Per~ta (Khora~an) and Tran~oxtana "15 UntoIllInatcly, they 

lOHc was the l:IanafÏlc doctor who wrote T<I!i<] fi ,lI-KIl1/t/f and Makanm <lJ-AJ...!JJml 
His truc name and the date of hl~ dealh were lInknown Ihld, P 202, c~pcclally 
footnote no 1. 

11 His full name was Abü al-FITdll al-tJraqi Ihn Mul.lammad Ibn tJraql al-C)a/wllll, 
generally called al-Tawü~ï. HI~ carcel, bath as an Imam and a'. a polcmlcl,>l, wa,> 
pursued in a madr<lsé/IJ, known a'. the IIaJlhïyah at Ifamadan, e,>pcclally hull\ for hml 
hyachamherlamknownasJamal al-Oïn Ih((l.p 201 

12HIs full name wa<; Ahü Il:imld Muhammad Ion Muhammad Ion Muhammad (or 
Ibn AJ:tmad) al-cAmIdï He wa'i a nal1ve of Samalkand and a doc\or of thc "allante 
school who had great abilllle~ 111 polemlc,> IIke other scholar'. who ~lu(lIcd ullder al­
NIsabülÏ. He compo,>cd sorne worb on polemlc'. ~uch a,> éJ/-/nlwd and ill Na/;IJIS 
IbId., p. 660 

13He was later known a~ the Imam Haralllï IbId, P 662, e'>pcclally lootno\c no. ) 

14von Grunebaum and Abel. "lnl1odllC11011." p l, parl1ClIlarly footncllc no 1 

15Ibid .• p. 1 
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pmvIC!c Ilo eVlderlll' to \UPport thi-; information. Meanwhile. a Muslim writer 

Ilwk a \peLuJulon L'oncernlllg thi\ prohlern by con\idering al-Zarnü]ï a-; heing 

or IgIIl .. tlly flOm a rl'glon rCL'cntly known a\ Afghanbtan. Thi.., possibility i~ 

lud!!cd frorn hh known name, Burhan al-Dïn, which i!'> according to the writer. 

l ()lllll1only lI"l'cI in the COllntl y.l () 

A\\urning hi\ Ill.\hah (attr ibution), al-Zarnüjï, it b probable that he was 

from ZalandJ, a city in Per~la whlch was forrnerly a capital and city of Sidjistan 

tn the \outh of ller.tt (now Afghani\tan).17 If wc go further to con'ader 

M:ughinan, a tOWIl WhlLh i~ lall'r k.nown Marghelan, Farghan, 111 Central A~ia. 

a\ the city where his profes~ors I1ved. it is not impos-.ible that al-ZarnüjÏ spent 

tl/lIC th~ll' to pur"'lH.·llI~ ... tudy.IX It cnuld be abc a..,~urned that around that city 

,11- Zal nu JI Illet his ... !talent, 1 Jl1~ïll1 ZadLi, ongmally from Samm :~and, to study {j'lh 

lllldcl hi~ <;llpervi..,ion Ali \pccul,ltiol1<; ahove give a general idea that al-Zarnüjï 

prob.lhly L'OJl1t' flOlll and livcd in a town and went to study in other towns of 

l'CI ~Ian r l'ginn; but yet. no cel tain information was given by Muslirn 

hiogl apher ... of hl\ pel ioc!.l t) 

l6Muhal1llllad l Ahd al-QITdlr Ahlll.lll. "Al-Imam Burhan al-Islam aJ-Zamüjï: TlImïdhu 
Salllh ;,/·I/I<!.ïYtl!J " III ,tl-Zamull, ,/,;,clïl1l '1/-Mutél cal/lI11 Tatic} <II-Ti/callum, cd. hy 
M uh,lIl1l11ad 'Ahd al-QadJl AI.lIllad (BCJlU!: Ma!haCat al-Sa'allah. lLJX6), p.lO. AI)l1laù 
~,Iy"" Ihallllally ollll\ 'Itlldcllt.., lrolll AlglllUlisl:U1 havc n:ullcs surh a<; Burhân al-lsl:ull, 
Sh,llII .... ,,1-hl,lIl1. Wadh al-lsl~II11, Shams al-R.ù.uu:m, CIl'. It ~CCIllS 10 me that hi'i 
.... 'K'l·ul,lll\lII '" Ilot Ml 'Il'luralc ,,1I11'1' ... udlllmnes arc (ommonly u~eJ as weil in MuslJm 
lUUIIII)' "lIlh ,1 .... Imlolll'''I,I, Ullle .... " 11 I~ as .... lImell that Afghan Mu\llIlI lIames ,,1..,0 
Il Illul'lILl'd Oll IlllloIlL''II,1Il Mu\hllll\allll.~"" But. so lar thcre IS no slglllllr:Ult rc~earch on 
tlm IIlIl1lL'IIl'L' 

17Y,lqllt Ihll 'Ahd AII,111 al-Rullli. 1\11J'pm a/-Ru/dml. vol. 3 (Bcimt: Dar al-~allir, 
1 ~1\(1/Iq<i7). P 1 il\ 

11\Ihili . \\ll 5. P \(lH 

11)ln tlll' Iight 01 the ahoYl' dl .... CU:-,<;lllll. thcrc IS no quc~tinn that the prohlcm 01 al­
ïaJllüjj\ hillgraphy II., <;(JlI u,,\olwd :U1d rcm:llllS a rhaIlcnging ~uhjcrt for scrious 
.... tudy ('()I\'il'ljul'utly. IIIS IJI ... tlllll'.11 had,ground. III lenlls 01 ..,oua!. pohtrcal. :UlÙ 

\'llIIlUIIlI,' "",X'l h. l,lIl1lllt hl' IlIl'''l'lltcd III thi \ stully. Wc hopc that thcrc WIll hl' a 
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Conceming the 'll-Ml1w ca/!Im 

bibliographical works, such a~ l:IâjJï Khalîfah's I\:lshf ;/1-11111111120 and 

Brockelmann'~ Gcschichte dcr An/h,o;cl!cll [" trcr.ltll1. 21 IHO\,\(.!e ~ome 

infonnation. The former states that "Il wa~ I1lcntioncd 111 thl" blographll"s of 

f:lanafite jllrists that Bllrhan al-bIam (Blllhan al-Dïn al-Zamilji), namdy the 

student of the author of ul-Hidiïyilh, was author of the Ta'lull al-Mut:'C;lllim 

Tariq aI-Ta caJ/u11l."22 In addition, HajJÏ Khallfah rccordcd lhal the nlcllIU was 

commented on by Ibn Ismacïl who was prohahly knowll as al- NawLI It IS said 

that this commentary, wt11L~h was wnlten in 996/1 SX7, was \Il1~nded for Ihe 

inauguration of Sultan Murad III 23 As for the L'ontcnt!-, of the 'li1'lulI, I.la.lil 

Khalïfah gives the following information: 

[[The TacIfm Il was commcnccd in short hy "Prai..,e i~ duc to 
God who favored the sons of Adam with knowlcdge and 
responsible action ... and covcrs SOIllC chapter,> : (1) On the 
nature of knowledge, (2) On the purpo~e of study, (3) On thc 
chooslIlg of the suhjcct mattcr of lcarning, (4) On le~pecting 
knowledge, (5) On lI1du~tnou~ness, (6) On the begilllllng of 
study, (7) On placing one\ faith in (Jod, (X) On the 1I1lle loI' 
the acquisition of knowledge, (9) On the helpflllncs~, (10) On 

histonan who will devole hls rcsearch cllon~ lo uncovenng the hloglaphy of titiS 
mcdicval Muslim scholar This research IS very Imponalll, glven the fact thal al-Zamu)1 
is known as thc author of a trcausc on the method of Icaml!lg, Ta'JJlll ,,/-MulélLa/bm 
Tanq ;lI-Tacél/Jum, whosc eXIstence and 'iignlflcancc havc occn recorded in 
bibliographlcal ~ourccs and recogni/cd hy modem <,ch())ar~ A complehcn<'lvc 
knowlcdgc of thc hl,>toncal conditIon.., III whlch he Ilvce! wouhl ;1' .. ..,1\1 III n:achlIIg a 
more accuraLe under~tandll1g {)I hl~ Idea~ 

20l;UïJJl Khanlah (=Kallb Cclebl), KéI~lIJ al-ZllllÜn Lal1 A~;lnl1 ill-Kuflll) wa al-hm/III, 
vol. 1 (Istanbul Maanl Matbaa..,l, 1(41), P 425 

2Iear} Brockelmann, Gc.",,'hlciltc der Ar;IlJ/..,clIcfI Llltcmtur2, den Supplemenlbanden 
angespasste, Auflagc (L~ldcn E J Bnll. 1917-49), Bd. 1, P 606; Supplemellloand l, 
p 387. 

22l;IaJJÎ KhaHfah. Kél.\lIJ ilJ-Zunün, Vol. l, p. 425 

23SuJtan Murad III was the Sultan of the Ottoman~ llom <JX2/) '574 to /(xn/I W'i 
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thc mcan ... u~eful, (II) On abstInence from evil, (12) What 
crc(ltc~ mcmory, and (13) Which thtngs brings about and 
whlch prcvcnt earnll1g a hvehhood. 24 

7 

Carl Brockclmann2 'i rccordcd the Taclïm under the title Taclîm al-

MuléJca/ilm h-l;tcall/lm Té/nC] a/-cllm. He then inform ... us as to publIcations of 

the work undcr di~cu"''''lon According to hlm, the Tacnm was flrst published in 

Mur .... llldahad 111 1265/1 X4X and later widely published in Tunis in 1286/1869 

and agum in 12<JO/1 ~73, ln Cairo in 1281/1864, 1307/1889, and 1318/1900; in 

btanbul in 1292/1875; and 111 Kashün 111 1316/1898. Simllarly, Brockelmann 

fl1rnJ~hc!'> hl:-' intonnatlon hy h~tJng seven authors of commentaries on the 

TuC/lin, namcly (1) Nawcl, (2) Ibrahïm Ibn hm~Fn; (3) hl)aq Ibn Ibrahim al-

AI1~:[n tA )af LInder the tille Mlf Caf a{-Tiilibïn; (5) Qaçlï Ibn Zakarïya al-An~arï 

tA~af; (6) Olmanpazarî under the title Tafhïm al-Mutafahhlm; and (7) a 

commcntary hy an anonymous aUlhor. Furthermore, he note~ that the Taclïm 

was translated JIlto Latin undcl the tille EnchindIOn Studiosi by H. Reland in 

1709 and thi~ tram,lation wa~ later edllcd by C. Caspari in 1838. Fmm the data 

he provlde:-.. 11 IS c1ear ll1at the TaClïm has been pre~erved in man y hbraries such 

24ttÜJJI Khalïtah, Kt/sil al-?uI1LÏI1. vol. J. p. 425. It ;s perhaps a wonhy of note to 
menlion ),OI1lC ch:l1aclensl1cs of lhe Tac/ïm. This treatisc consists of about 128lincs 
of Arahle pOCI1l!'> (.'iIJ.'Flr). plus IWO Imes of Persian poems and mentions about 53 
schola!), 01 vanous tllsciplmc:-.. whosc !-.ayings and poel1ls werc quolcd. To initiale his 
IIlstruellOns. Ihc aUlhOl use!'. ahoui 35 tlmes the words. yanbélghï an (roughly 
mcalllng II 1" !'.ugge-;Ied) and about 14 limes the words: /;I/Juddîl (roughly rneaning: 
Ihcre IS no chOlcc: whlch I~ cqUlvalcnt 10 IllS obhgalory). For a ),trong suggestion. he 
lises WOIll\ lJJ..e .\ ;yll>u ';I/;/ or) ultaraçJu tU! (roughly mcaning: Il IS ccrtainly 
ohlJg,II01Y) A!'. 11ltllCalcd lrom II-; Iltlc. Ihe trcatlsc IS espcclally addressed to the 
stude11l '1'.1/1/),1/-'11111 ,lhc ~carcher 101' kllowledgc). 

25 Sec Ill!'. prol1l1l1CIll WOi 1-.. GC,\clllciltc, Bd. 1, P 606 . 



• 

• 

as in Berlin (Germany). III Leiden tThe Netherlands). and JJ1 ('.1110 tEgypt). a~ 

weIl as in the library of the Institute of hlamil' Studies. MeGJ!ll1l1iwr~ity. 20 

The poplilanty of the Taclim wa~ leeogni7ed by seholars sueh .l~ Khahl 

A. Totah27 and Mehdi Nakosteen 2H when they both surveycd the dassleal and 

medieval Musilln works on learn!l1g. They conlllK'tlled :hat the J'a'llll} wa~ the 

best known work in the field of educatIOn. AI-Zarnujl wa ... abn glVl'1l credit fOi 

the Ta clïm by MUidh Khan saying that "the appeatance of Ihe clinton 01 

Zarnlijï's brochure on the Education of the Stlldent ~I ~ Il 'J':I'lulI ,,1-

MutaCallim Il in 1907, [Ir .... t drcw the attentIon of ElIropl'an ~cholat ~ and SIIlCC 

then a number of edltIon~ of (hls and sIIllIlat work.., have beell publt:-.hed "21) ln 

other words. It has becn sald that "~incc the puhllcatloll of al-Zatnujl's IIcatl~c 

on the education of the student rL-.:.11 ~w lJL.. J IIUI'i"lil( 'J;I'lIll/ ,,1-

261n the Iibrary of Islamic Stlldic~, 1 /ind thrcc Arahlc clhllOll<; 01 Ihe 'J'i/Lhm. III 
addition 10 Englt).,h translation 1 Tél'Um al-Mutil Lall1l11 Tél/HI é//-T(/(<lI//I11/ (MI~r 

Mustafa al-Babï al-Halabï wa Awladuh. 1367/194H) 'l'lm. I~ .1 mi/t,Ill (Illalll texl) 
editlon WhlCh con)"l~ts of 61 pagc~ and Il 1\ Ihe carllC<;1 CdlllOIl Ihal 1 roulld "or 111l' 
pUlpOSC 01 thls the~ls. 1 malllly ll'>C Ilm edilion. 2 Slwll '/;/LIIIU al-Mutil'l/lnJ. ,1 

commentary edillon hy IblJhim Ihn l"'01a'lI (MI ... r Mu\tala .t1-Bahl al-llalahi. Il d J. 
whlch provldes also a mam text wlllch ~Cl:m ... to be no dlllcrclltirolll thl' ahove edllioll. 
3. TéleUm éll-MUIa/lim Tarï" étl-7;/'ullum éI/-Mw.\huj é//-A11I111 Il 1'é/{I>lyl/t iI/-Hmwt Wil 
al-Banïn, cd by Mus~ata LA~hür (Calro Maktabal al-QurJan. 1406/1<)l{(1). III 
addition, 1 preserve anothcr Arablc edllton. KiW> Tn'lim ://-Muté/L,Jlltm 1'(1/1(1 éll· 
Taeal/um. ed by MuJ:lammad Abd al-Qüdlr Ahmad (Cllro Malha'al al-Sa'adah. 
1986). Mcanwhlle. Pnnccton UllIvcrslly Llbrary pre<;crvc~ cight COpIC<; of manu<;cnpl~ 
of the TaeUm and six copie ... of it.., commcntary (Slwrll) (Sec Rudolf Mach. 
CattiJoguc of Am/Jlc MéJfJU\cnpl.\ (Ya/Jl/da ScctlOn) 111 the (i;uret ('o/lCCtWIl. PI1I1('('tOll 
Umverslty Ltbrary. IIldexed by Rohcrt D McChe ... ney (Prlncc\on. N , Pntlu:loll 
UniverSity Pre~<;, 1977). p 1 

27See hb Tilc COl1tnlJu!lOfl 01 Ille Ara/} .. w I:ducé/t/()1l (New York AMS Pre..,..,. 
1972), p 70 

28See hb Hl.\{ory oll\lamlc Oflg1ll.\ 01 Wc\fcm J~d/lc,1f101l A f) H{)()-/1)() (Boulder. 
Umverslly of Colorado Pre..,).,. 19M). p 101 

29 Abdul Muidh Khan. "The Mu~lim TheOrIe.., 01 Education dunng the Middle Age ... ," 
[slamie Culture 18 (1944), P 418 
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Muw'"lIun 1 L ()rJ(;ntali ... h have hegun to reallze the value of Mushm principles 

of education" ~() ft 1 ... not ... urpri~Jng, thereforc, that the Taclïm has been 

tran-,Ialed into Engli ... h and 11 1.., an Important source WhiCh appears in the 

hlhhography and footnote.., of rCl,cntly pubh~hcd We~tem scholarly work~ on 

MlI~lun lcarllIng ,1 

A~ to the ~tu(hc~ of hls Tacnm, which have been done so far, Abdul 

Mllldh Khan wa~ perhaps the fïr~t scholar who paid attention to the treatise. In 

hls ;Ifliclc, "The Muslim Theorie., of Education during the Middle Ages,"32 he 

allemr)l~ 10 examine Ihe Tél'/UI1 111 companson with Ibn Jamacah's Tadhkirat 

él/-Siirl1l'.'"l,7, ln ~o dOlllg, MlIIdh Khan at fiN considers the affIliation of the 

10Ser EditOrial Prd.lcc 01 M A Taulïq's article, "A Sketch olthc Idea 01 EducatIOn in 
hlam," 1.,lanl/cCultule 17(194~), p 1/5 

31Scc, 101 m;,l.mcc, Fralll Ro-,cnthal, Knowlcdgc TnwnphélIlt· t!Je Concept 01 
KlIow/cdgc III Mcdlc\'a/ M.l11I (Leldell. E J. Bnll, 1970). Also, see Jonathan Berkey, 
nIe T/i/11'>1111.\.\/01l 01 KllOW/cdgc III McdlCVél/ Ollro: ;1 Socw/ Hlslory of lslamic 
J:'dllctlllOll (Pnllcc!on, N J Prlncelon Umverslty Prc~~, 1992). Besides 1I1tO Latin and 
Engllsh, the 'fiIL/Ull ha" abo bcen tran'ilalcd into French m 1938 by Ibrahim Salamah, 
11110 TlH kl~h hy t And al-M.IJîd Ibn Mu~ül) Ibn IsriPîl, under the tiLle Irs!JtId a/-Tallbïn fi 
'l'aL/JIll ;1I-MlltaLa/lll1l. 11110 Urdu 111 1930 by Mohd. MOll1uddm, and into Indoneslan 
wllIch appc;ucd 111 two cdlllOns rc~pccllvcly by Aliy Ascad, Blmbmgan bagl Pcnuntut 
IIIIlIl PCllgcta/llJ.m liA M,lIIl1l1a/ lor tflc Sccker 01 Knowlcdgcll (Kudus: Menara, 
1975) and hy A MudJlh Mahal! IOgethcl wllh Mupw;li'<lh Mahal!, Kode Etik Kaum 
Salllfl lIuhll'id Code, 0/ MII.\/111l Sludcntsll (Bandung' Bayan, 1980), as weIl as 
into J.1WI AI.lbk· (.1 local langugc 1I1 IndonesJa, usmg Arable senpt) by Hammam 
Naslumddlll Il W.I" .11,0 Icndcrcd 11110 Madurancse (another local language in 
Indollc..,la) Sec Ahm.ld, "Imam BUlhan al-Islam," p 13; Mohammad Shanf Khan, 
EdllcatlOll. Rc/I.I~lOlI ,/lit! tf,c A'foc/cm Age (New Dcllll: Ashish Pubhshing House, 
1 (NO), r 160, .\Ill! Mal111l van Rrulllc~~en, "Kitab Kunmg' Books m Arabie Seript 
U'icd 111 the l 'l'\.1Il1 rcn 'VlII!ClI," BljcJragclI ToI De T(/il/-, UUJd- Ell Vo/kenkundc, Dccl 
146 (1990l, P 257 III Ille laller, van Bnuncssen surveys text-books wntten in Arabie 
script .1I1d used III the Il.1<1111011.11 MlIsllm lI1s11tulion of Icammg (pcsanlrcn) in 
IndOlw~I.I. on Ihe b.I"'I~ 01 a ne\\' colkcllon 111 the Ilbrary of thc KonmkIiJk Instituut 
vom Taal-, I.antl- cn Voll--cllkunde (KITLV) al Leldcn (The Netherlands) The writer 
lilHl ... the /';IL/11II 111 the !Op 100 III pe~anllcn I!teJalure 

.n/.\/illlIICCII/flllt' IS(19..j..j) pp ..jIX-·H~ 

nThe lull tille 1\ TadhJ..lIat il/-Si/ml' wu il/-MuluJ..allIm Il AdiTb al-cAlim wa a1-
M/lw'alrm (A /\ 1cmOli/lldlllll 101 the St/ldcnt [wei Lecturer on the Manners of tl1c 
'l'Ci/chcl ,lIId StlldcllI) b) Burhan al-mn Ahü Isl,laq Ihrahim Ibn Sacd Allâh Ibn 
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'UIél111iP (men of religiou~ ~Clenl'e~. smg. C;ihm) who werc quntt'd 1Il thc Iwo 

books. T!.ere I~ no douht that 1110..,t of thc 'U/,l111:iJ quotl'd ln the Ta'hm werl' 

Banafites while 111 the TildhkIr.Jt al-S.ïllll' thl' 'lIlam:/ J tllCIlIIOlll'd thclcln Wl'IC 

ShÜJicîtes. Accordmgly. he rcached the cnndu~loll that the two boob 

represented two charactl'rs of Mu..,lIm lcallllllg. each of wlllch I~ ditTl'lcllt. 

reflecting the diffcrence 111 the na ture of the 1.lallantc~ and the Shüflllle-; III tCllllS 

ofIslamic law. 

In greater depth. Muidh Khan cOl11rare~ further the two lIeall-;e.., 111 I1ght 

of the nature of thl'ir content~. Thcre arc thrrc a~pect~ wlllch he l'on~lder~, 

namely (1) the diVIsion of knowledge, (2) the purpo~c of Icarnlllg, and 0) the 

methods of study. From the~c a~pccts, MlIIdh Khan ha"'lcally pOll1tcd out that 

the Taelim IS to ~.ol11e degrœ mOle Ilcxibk thall the '/iulhJ..llat i11-S;WIIL 

Accordmg to 11IIn, the Tu</ïm ha ... 111 many ca ... c ... glvcn a 1ll00C ~lgllllll'alltlOle 

to reason. 

In terms of the division of knowledgc (curnculum), al-Zarnu.l1 offcrcd 

twoclassiflcations: (1) compul ... ory (/;lr(1 Cuyn) and (2) opuonal (I;uç/ A.iti/yi/11) 

By the former, he meant that cvery Mu ... hm, IIldlvJ(llIally. ha ... to ... tudy n:rtaJl1 

~l1bJects sllch a.., fiqh (hlallllC law) and 1I~1I1 <II-dm (ha~· .. c doctnne.., of 

theology) whil~ the latter meam that Mll~llJll'" a.., a commlll1l1y. not l/ltl!v\(lually, 

have to follow COllr~e~ ~llch as medlcll1c and a~tronomy On the other hand, Ibn 

Jamacah al-Kmant TOlah ~upphcd u<; -with <;ome 1I11onnal1on conccrIullg the (ontell!'> 
of the book, con<,lstmg 0' lIve charters' (1) The value 01 k,tmlfl!! and the learned. (2) 
How the teachcr~hould concluct hlm-;ell, conduct hl'> c1a.,.,e~ and Ireat hl'> ..,tudellt~, (1) 

Rulcs for the conduct 01 the ..,tudent, and lm rclatlOn<.,hlp WI th hl ... prolc..,..,or and lellow 
students; (4) The ClIquette 01 re..,ldelllc m the M;/(Jm ... a1J~ (Sec 'J'otah, HIC 
ConlnbullOn, p 71.) . 
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Jarnatah dlvldcd the ~uhJech mto two categone ... : the religiou~ (sharCï) and the 

non relIglOu", (ghillr al-sharCî). The fomler con~l ... t~ of three ~ulxhvlded subjects: 

(J) the ollÎlgatory (Ii/rd Cayn), (2) the optional (farçf kIIayah); and (3) the 

voluntary (11(/17). The lat!er (ghélir aJ-sharCj) included three classifIcations: (1) 

the forbidden (fwrélm)., (2) the di'ilikcd (makruh) and (3) the pennissible 

RegartlIng the purpose of ~tudy, MlIIdh Khan found a significant 

dlffcrence helween al-Zarnüjï and Ibn Jamatah. Learning, according to al-

Zarnujï, I~ ~oughl 111 order to ohtain a right way of thll1king and living. He 

lefer~ tn Ahu f lamfah (d 150/767) who ~aid that: 

EducatIon l11ean ... lInder~tandmg of what makes or mars a soul 
and Iearnlllg ~omcthll1g without puttIng il into actllal practice is 
rnran1l1glc~\. One ~hollld therefore know how to distmguish 
hetwcen nght and wrong In regard to both this world and 
hereafter and ~hould ehoo ... e the right conduet, ~o that his 
1111SgUlded II1telleet may not lead him astray and consequently 
Allüh's wralh may fall liron hInl. ~4 

On the other hailli, accordlllg 10 Ihn Jamacah, learning "was a medium for 

drawll1g people nC:l1er 10 God and for ~preading and revlving divine law. "35 

MlIIdh Khan COI11e~ 10 the pOlnl that Ibn Jamacah dl~hked the course of 

philo\opll1cal Iheology whh.'h tJ le., to di\clls~ the problem of God by the way of 

1:lIIOnal Ihll1J...1I1g, 1I1~tead ofmerelydoetnnal. 

'l'hl' dIlTercnce between al-ZarnuJÏ and Ibn Jamacah could also be seen 

111 tcnm ot the Il1clh()d~ of Icarning. MUldh Khan pointed out that al-Zarnüjï 

plcferrcd "lIllder~landlllg" to "memonzing". Methods ~uch as disputation 

,4MlIIdh Khan, "Tht' Thconcs. ' p 42\ 

~5Jhll.f , P 425 
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(munii?arah) and del!beratlon (T11l1{ümb.lh) arl' ~trongly ~llggl.'~ted by al-

Zarnüjï. In contrast, Ibn Jam:i'ah, II1tlllencl.'d by al-Sh.lfl'I, ~lIggested that the 

values of comradeshlp (lllllfiit;Hl.llJ) ,\11d rcpctilion ((11..1;11) hl.' Ilblllkd III 

students In other words. Ibn JamIT'ah placed ill'curacy and l'OITI.'CI reading and 

memorizing of the texts as a ~lglllricant IlK'ihnd ralher Ihan ongll1al and 

intellectual'ontemplation 

By eompanng the Taclfm wlth Ibn JamüCah\ 1'adilkll·,lt il/-Sam;", 

Muidh Khan sllccecds \Il demonstrating. to somc degree. thc prilH.'lpks 01 

Muslim learning in the mcdlcval pcriod to which al-I,,1i iluil made a 

contribution. AI-ZarnüJï'~ idem., accordlllg 10 Mludh Khan. IIHIIl\ltcd ~omc 

aspects of MlI~iI/1llearning WhlCh WCle 'llongly lllllllCnl'l'd hy the dl'velopmellt 

of schoob of blanuc law Il ha\ bren wlddy rccogql/cd thal Olle 01 Ihe ,\1 Iklllg 

phenomena of the medlcval Mu~ltm penod wa~ the 11'1.' and the (kvdopmcnt 01 

Islamic schools, among whieh four arc very pronllncnt, cach ni wh\(.:h wa ... the 

I:Ianafite affiliated to Abï tlanifah, thc MülJ\<îtc to Malt"- Ihn Ana ... (d. 

179/795), the Shafi'ite to al-ShitflLi (d.204/X20), and the Ilanballlc to Ibn 

I:Ianbal (d.241/X55) rc ... pcctlvc\y If, Al-Zarnllp wlth hl ... ,[il l /l1l1 \lIppltcd ll" 

with ldeas on lcarnmg Jl1o:-.tly promoted hy medlcval Ilanarlle :-.cholaro., ... Ilch a ... 

Burhan al-Oïn al-Farghanï al-Marghînanï and al-Ila~an Ibn Mall~llr al-

361slamic sehool, 01 law (méldhfi}lI!J .. 'mg· m,ldhlwlJ) had dUrJng the early pcno<l 
crncrgcd with a gcographical dC~lgna\l()n; lor lll\tance .... the Kul!all\, lor tho,c who 
livcd in Kuffah, thc Mcd 1111 an .... for tho ... e who IIvellll1 l'vkd1I1:t. and tlte Syrian .... 101 
thosc who Itvcd III Syna Suh~equently. III the lir ... t part of the o.,eumd Cl'ntury of 
Muslim cra (clgh! 01 cornillon cr,l). the group"', ha<,cd Oll a gcograplllLal de<'lgn,ltlOlI. 
fonned thcmsclvc~ around IIldlVldu,ll ma'lter<, 01 hlarnlc law .... uch ,l' the group DI Abu 
Banïfah 111 Kullah. thal 01 MalIk In Medma. and Ihal 01 al·Au/all 111 Syna Thcll. by 
thc mlddlc 01 thlrd ccntury 01 Mu~ltm cra (nmth 01 COmlTlOIl era). a grc,ll lIulTlhcr 
(about fivc hundrcd~) 01 'pCf'\()IlaJ' ... chools cXI~tcd; huI only lour of them cOlltlllue 10 

survIve down to our tlmc' Hanante .... Malikites. Shali Jitc .... and J lanhalltc ... 
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Fargham In the ... tudy of Mu,>hm educational history, particularly in terms of 

the cthlcal fralllework, al-ZarnüJï\ contnbution cannot be neglected. 

The ,>tlldy of al-ZarnLIJi\ Têlc/un wa'. aho done by von Grunebaum and 

Abel. Togelher they flr ... t tran:-,lated the Têlclîm mlo Engh:-,h 111 which version 

they al,>o identJf led ,>ollle of the ,>cholar:-, quoted by al-Zarnüjï. In their 

"1 ntrodllClIon" tn (lm tran~lation, they fma di:-,clIss al-Zarnüjï's attitude to the 

problem of Ica! IlIng. According 10 them, al-Zarnüjï percelve~ learning as the 

type of p~ychological activIly whlch man alone has. Ammals, although having 

the abllity to l'ccl and perceive thelr sllrrollnding~, are unable to build 

knowkdge. ln other wonh, they say, "al-Zarnüjï means learmng throllgh the 

llledllllll of verbal ~ymhol:-, WhlCh are conceptualizcd and comprehended."37 

ThiS pcrccplIon, accordll1g to them, i:-, different from that in the modern era in 

whrch the Icar nll1g procc:-, ... 1:-' "the acquisition of motor habits or reflex 

conditiol1lng." ,x 

ln a"M~'>:-'1I1g al-Zarnüjï':-' Ideas, von Grunebaum and Abel classlfy them 

into two main c:ltcgoric'\ The fir:-,t 1:-' those which are ethical and religious in 

whlch al-Zarrllï.ll :-,cts forth œIl a 111 types of religlOlis duties to be practiced by 

the stlldent. Tlw, category IS aloglcal , 111 the sense that we cannot dlSCUSS it in 

the hght of rea:-,on For in:-,tance, m chapter 13 of his Taclïm, al-Zarnüjï 

suggc:-.ts that the :-,tudcnt will find added :-,ustenance if he "recites each day from 

37\'011 Gnmch,llllll and Ahcl, "Introduction," p. 3 

3Hllm! 
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the moment of daybreak to the llIn\.' when the prayer starts a hllndred tinll's . 

Praise be to God. the Exalted, Plai~e he to God."·N 

The ~econd category of al-ZarnllJI\ Ilkas deab wlth the tl'ehllleal 

aspects of learning, and potcntlally ~hollid be dlsl'u ...... ed in the light of 

psychology. Con~l(knng al-Zarnll)ï\ ~llgge~tion that the ~tudcnt ha~ to sdcl't 

the course of ~tlldy pnmanly heneflclal to hllmc\f, von (Jrunehalllll and Abel 

comment lhat "by beneficlal, al-Zall1l1Jï had cognilanœ 01 the pll'palcdne ... " of 

the student, hls read1l1c~s to absorh new matcrial hy aW:lleJ1c ... ~ and 

understandmg rather than by bhnd fanh \Il authority."·10 l'hrrr: are at ka~t !'I1X 

aspect~ of the methods of Icarning, Wllh which ai-Zanllljl wa~ l'llllccrncd, 

namely (1) the cllrnculllll1 and the "IlIh.lel't matter, (2) the l'hOlee of selim!!, and 

teacher, (3) the tnnc for ~tlldy, (4) techl1lqlle~ for kaltllllg and mann ... 'l of ~tudy, 

(5) dynamlcs of learnlllg, and (6) the !'ItLH.knt\ rela\lOl1!'1hlp ln other!'l Apar t l'rom 

the lack of analyucal contemplation m al-ZarnüJl\ thought, they ll'l'Ognlle Ihat 

il is in thesc aspects given above that al-ZarnliJi make!'l hls contnhutlol1!'1 to the 

problem ofMuslim learning. 

Smlilarly, von Grllneballl11 and Ahel try to expo ... e, to !'IOllle extel1t, the 

settmg of al-Zarnüjî's work 111 the light of the hl!'ltory of MlI ... Illll educalIon III 

the medieval penod. They pCICClve that whcn al-Zarntlp coll1pmcd Ill'. 'f<lt/un, 

institutions of MlIslrm learnmg had bccn well organlzed Smcc the ekventh and 

39 AI-ZamüJÏ, Té/L/im ;Jl-Muté/'a/lJm Tariq é/J-Tucallum. Imtruc(/()// 01 (Ilc S'lu(/clll the 
Melhod 01 Leammg (New York: Kmg's Crown PTC~S, \tJ47), r 71 

40von Gruncbaum and Abel, "Introductlon," p. 4 
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twdfth centurie,> at lca.,t thcrc had bcen madrasahs 41 throughout MusIim 

region~, parllcularly In Per.,ia. Von Gruncbaum and Abel finally suggest that: 

It I~ cVldcnt that al-ZarnuJl had In mind the madrasa and its 
condlt1on~ whcn he compo.,ed hls Taclïm, for in hls time more 
and more ~cholar~ achieved the relative economic security of a 
flxcd p()~1110n, and the larger and wldely renowned madrasas 
had bccome the truc fountalO-head~ of tradItlonallearning.42 

ln addition to the two above-mentioned studles, the Taclim drew the 

attention of M A. Qurai~hi and 1.0. 0leyede.43 The former seems to have been 

inflllcnced hy the study of hy von Grunebaum and Abel above in that he 

descrihed the contl'/lts of the Tac/jm which referred to educauonal theories. 

Ilowever, hi~ artH.:k overlooked the refercnces to ~tudy. As for Oleyede, he 

went one ~tcp rllrther and l)ucstioned some problems which al-Zarnujï had 

proposed. AI Zarnujï, for ll1~tance, sllggests tha! to avoid laziness, students 

should lilmt Iheir eaw,g Such a problem, OJeyede points out, IS better examined 

hy li nliln tiormt. 

ln Indoncsla, the sflldy of the Tél'iim has been done in 1990 by Djudi 

who tried to examlllC al-ZarCqI's theory of learning in the light of modem 

41 For observatIOns of the madrasall, ,1S thc institutIOn of Muslim Icaming in medieval 
periml. see George Mak.disi's work'i, particularly The Rise of Collegcs: Institutions 
ofLcéH71lng If) IslaTll ;Uld tlle West (Edrnburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1981), 
and 'flle R,.,c oi 1I1l1n;ulI . .,m If) ('Ju." . ."Ctl! Islum and the Cllristlan Wesl (Edillburgh: 
Edmburgh lJllIvCI~lty Prcss. 19(0) 

42von Grund1.l1l1ll and Abel. "IntroductIon," p. 17 

43M A. QlIl,lI,hl. "An Ar.!h EdllcalOr of the XIII ccntury" III hls Some Aspects of 
MU.'i!im Educalton (Baroda Centre of Advanccd Study III EducatIOn, Faculty of 
EducatIon P~ychology. MS Ulllversity. 1(70). pp 112-121. And 10. Olcyede, 
"lIUh/lllg the PI1l1Clplc~ of TiI'ltm a!-!\1u/,I',lIllm for Ù1C Islami/allon of the Modem 
Tcchlllqlle~ of Ll.'amin;." MU.\I'11I EduCélllOTl QUilftcrly 7 (1990), pp 8-18. 
TranslllCI allons ,IIC addct1 
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psychology.44 To a conslderahk 1l1ea~llrement. the <Illthor I~ ~lln:e~~flll III 

descnbmg relevant cor1l'ept'\ "llch a" that of k:un1l1g. that or 1lll'IllOlJ'. and that 

of motivation. Apan l'rom the I1npre~~'on of e,aggeratwn III ~ome plan-, and 

the lack of rcferences, the study repn:"ents the flr~t attt'mpt 111 <111 acadl'llllr 

manner to deal wlth al-Zarnü.lî's Taî/lm ln Indone~la. In the fol\l)wlIlg yeal. III 

1991, another ~tlldy of the l'ileUm was donc hy a prol1l1l1ent Indol1e"lLIl1 ~rholal. 

H.A. Mlikti cAlï 45 He ob~erved the InllllerH:e" of al-I.,lrIllll1\ 1';/'lul/ 011 Ihl' 

rules of leam1l1g e~tabli..,hed hy a well-known Indolle~l;\11 l'ducator. Imam 

ZarkasYl, for hi~ students in a modern MuslIm ho:uding "rhonl (I)of/do/.. 

Modern), Gontor, PonOlogo, Ea,t .lava. Indonesla 'Ah rl'<.:ognl/e, that. 11\ 

many cases, Z:lIka~yl triet! to actualtzc Ihe Idea~ 111 al-Zarnlll1'''' 1:/'1I1Il 111 Ihl' 

context of modern tradition.., This b a prove that l'yen III the !l1m!el Il Mll\lllll 

boarding ~chool where the T"·/1I1l was no longer ~tlldled III lormal l'law:,. al 

Zamüjï's ideas continue to givc Important impact'>. Intl're,tlngly, Ihollgh 'Air 

daims as employll1g a comparallve approach, lm ~tlldy " 1I11ael 110 mOle than a 

slimmary of each chapter~ of the Tae/im, ,upplcmented wllh Iw, COll11llerllS on 

Zarkasyi's l'llle~ of learning, on the ha~c~ of Ah\ pc"onal cxpl'nl'llœ 

Moreover, he clcarly ncglccts the ,ource, on thcoric~ of Mu"lrm karnrng, hoth 

classic and modern, whkh coulù have made the ,tudy more acadclllrc 

44Djudi. "K()n~ep BchlJar Menurul al-ZamuJI KaJlan P"lkologll-. Hlk Krlah '/';1'11111 al­
Mulacallim !! AI-ZamOJI\ Concept 01 Lcamtng: a P'ychologlcal Study onUIIlt.' 11\ the 
TaeUm ,/l-MuléILélllim JI." Mailler IlIcill' (Yogy.lkar1,1 11l"lllllt Agama "'Iam Negerr 
[[The State Instrlule 01 hlamrc Stlldyll "Surl.ln Kalljaga," l')<JO) Arat)J(; 
transliteralions are added The "cme of exaggeralroll appc,II'1, lor 1I1,1,1Ilce, III DJudl\ 
opinion in pp 19-20 lhallhe Ta'lIm had prohahly brcn ,llll,lln ll'1crellce lOf Ihe IIlltral 
establIshment 01 modem thcnne", o! lè,tI rung hy We\lel1l "c!t()I,\!" 

45H.A MuJ."tt 'An, Ta-hm al-Mu/;/'allIm Vc/,/ Imtrm Z:/lJ..a\yJ 1/11/111111 ZarJ..u,y/\ 
VersIOn 01 the TaLlfm aÎ- MtIlil '<ll/I III If ((Jonlor Tnmur11, 1 ()<) 1) Arablc Il ,\1],,1 Ile ratIOl\' 
are added LAit lI1c1ude, elcven ",ource, tn Ill.., hlbl/Ograph] olle 1" al-ZarrtlJ)I\ 1't/1hm 
and ils commentary (Sharh) whtle Ihe olher.., arc book" and rnanllual" m,ullly dcaltng 
wilh the ordcrs of Imam al-Zarka~yr,lor hi, ~Iudcnt., 
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To my mll1d, II 1 .... pcrhap .... Idcal that al-ZarnuJi'~ Tac/ïrn, as a medieval 

work, .... hould he approachcd, in a full "enlie, from a hilltorical perspective. This 

mean .... Ihat the .... Iudy .... tlOuld he a hi~toncal inqUiry whlch on the one hand 

.... lIuate .... al-ZarnllJI a .... a central figure who wa~ not I<;olatcd from hls socio-

pollllcal hackground, and on the other regard .... the Ta'Um as al-Zamüjî's 

II1tellcctual expre ........ lon In tlm. Ideal manner, hl .... toncal eVldence~ are certainly 

reqlllfeu to plclure the enl1re a~pcch of al-Zarnüjî'~ life, in order to grasp the 

more accurate Jllcanmg:~, ha .... cd on hl~toncal context~, of concepts and theones 

offcrcd 111 111 .... Ta c/ï1l1. Moreover, the Iw,torical approach will be able to 

dctenlllne the clement.... wlllch affect al-ZarnüJl's idea~ by examining the 

IIItcllectual characlcr~ of ~cholan, who<;e sayings are lllloted III hls Taclim. It 

mll~t not haw hccll wlIhout ~lgl1lllcan<.:e that al-ZamuJÏ selected and included a 

llulllher of ~cholar~ of differcnt currents: Sllnni junsts like Abü tlanifah, al-

Shafi'i, and Buhün al-Dill ai-Marghlllani; a Shi'l Imam, Jacfar al-Sadiq (d. 

l4X/7(5); a ~llfl ma .... ter and theologJan, Mansür al-~IallITj (executed in 310/922); 

a {'rcc\'" Phy .... lcwn, Galcno~1 (d clrca 200 A.O.); and a great Arablc Poet, Abü 

Tayylh al-Mutanahhl (d 354/9(5) 46 

The pre~ent .... tudy 1 .... however not such a histoncal inquiry as described 

ahow, glvell the rcasoll that al-Zarnüjl's biography is still silent. Rather, it is an 

46In~lal1ce~ nI the "Iu(he~ con~I~lent wHh such a historieal perspective are: 1. Saml S. 
lIawl, 1'/:Wl1l' N"fu/.JlI,m ilnd /\1y,\IIl'J.\IlI: ,1 PhlJm.ophic,J1 Sllldy oflbn Tufay/'s J:layya 
Hm '1''''1/.-," (Ll'Iden' F.I Bnll. 1(74): 2 Zamool Rahlm Kassam, "The Problcrn of 
Kno\\ kdgl' III Na"lr-1 Khu~raw an l"mITcïIï Thin"'cr of 51h/11 th Century," Thesis 
(Mnnlll'ai 'l'hl' In"tllule nI "'1,lIllll' Slutlles. McGill Ul1IvcrsiLy, 1984), and 3. Mehdi 
I\mll1f,II,I\'I. "Suhl.1\\ .\IM" Theol)' 01 Knowlcdgc," Dls~cnalion (philadelphia' 
Temple lInl\'er:-.lIy. 19!\9) ln Lhl' casc 01 Ulcse thrce scholals, hi~toncal infonnalions 
on Ihcll IIle. thell works, IhcII IIlvolvcrncnt m poIrtIcal cvcnts arc considcrably 
avaIlahlc 
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attempt to approach the Ta'Um wlth de~cripllvr and comparal1\'e mannt'I!'>. B)' 

descriptive, 1 WIll go mlO a eomprehen\IVe e[fol1 10 demOIl!'>lrale aspecls of thl' 

method of Icarmng in al-Zarnfl.lï\ ni 'hm. In Ihl"; re!'>pect, 1 wIll devdop what 

von Grunebaum and Abel have achieved to dlvlde al-Zalllull\ Idca~ mIn two 

categories: rehglous and lechllleaI Whde Ihey di~lt'gard Ihl' u!'>e of thl' lehglOlI!'> 

category since It IS cOll~ldered alogIcaI. I wIlllry 10 de\cnbe Ihe catcgofll's III a 

more detaiI pre..;entation. In adti!tlon, 1 WIll give LI mOle ~pl'l'Ial attention 10 the 

probIem of knowledge ~ince it i~ III thls aspect that Ihe ha\lc \lalllle of al­

Zarnüjï's theone~ is e~senl1ally found. 

By comparative manner, 1 will try to pul together Idea ... of MliSliI1l~ 

scholars such as al-FarahI, Ibn 1.lazm, al-Gha7ülI, Ibn Jamalah, Ihll Khaldun, 

and some others, in lIne wilh a~pcct~ of aI-ZarnüJï\ Iheories The a\\UmlHlnn ln 

consider the scholar~ m wider l'ontext I~ that COIICCpb which al-Zarnujl oflcrcd 

in his Taclim were in fact not unique to hllll, huI rather Iypicallll the ImlOfy of 

Muslim scholarshlp. ThIS comparative manner will c()lI~eqllclltly glve an idea to 

highlight the nature of al-Zarnüjï\ idca~ III comparison tn that of other ~cholars. 

It should be noted that. to illuminate sOllle a~pect~ of hl~ ldea~, in both 

descnptive and comparative manncrs, hi~toncal account., will, 10 ccrtam degree, 

supplement. 

Structurally, thb study con~l~h of two main charter., ln the f Ir.,1 place, 

it deals exclu~iveIy with the problcm of knowlcdgc, whlch i., anyhow the core 

oflearning. Thi~ chapter examine., malnly al-ZarnLÏJ1\ a!IIIUde tn knowlcdgc and 

his c1a~siflcatIon of It. Hi., pcrceplJon of thl., prohlcm <.-en'lInly detcrmine., the 

characten~tIc., of hl~ Ideu., on the Tllcthod of lcarnlIIg a., a who le. In the .,ccond 
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chapter, thJ~ ~tudy di..,cu..,\c\ the dctail\ of the method of MU'ilim learning in the 

IIght of two categoric\ . one i~ thosc whlch arc ethical, including the problems 

of myub (Intention), j/(Id (Indu\triou~ne~'i), tawakkuJ (trust in God), and 

/:1urmah (re~pect), whlle the other i~ tho~e whlch are practical such as about 

the ChOlCC of \uhjcct matter, the ~elect of tcacher, and the process of learning . 
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Chapter 1 

THE PROHLEl\1 OF KNO\VLEDGE 

It appear!o. to have becn a typical t'cature that, sn lai a~ my 11'~e:lIch gOl'~, 

most Arabic works on Muslim learning, cuher l'la~~lcal or modcrn, deal 111 the 

beginning of the:r expositIons, with the prohlcl11 of knowledgc. 1 This is perhaps 

a way by which the Hllthors lay down thelr ha'>ll' a~~llmp110n which cietcrmincs 

their theories about aspect~ of learning To know the characteristics of a thCOlY 

of Iearning 1~ thercfore to undel ~tand, tÏrst of ail, how the author pCICCIVC~ 

knowledge. 

ISce for instance cAbd al-Salam Ibn Sahnûn (d 256/X(9), "Rlsalrn Adah al­
Mucallimïn," cd. by l;Ia:-.an Husnï al-Wahh:ïh, III ~Ahd al-A/mr Sharm al-Dm, ul-hkr 
aJ-TarbéJwï cmd;J /lm S,lhnün W<l <I/-Q[f/m';Ï (Bclrul. Dar Iqra J , 1 9X5), pp .5 î-X l, Ahu 
ijasan al-QabisÏ (d 403/1(12), "al-RI~alah al-MlIfa~~llah Il Ahwal ai-Muta~allllllln, wa 
Al)kam al-Mutalltmïn wa ai-Mutatallllnin" In tAbd al-Anm Sham ... ai-DIli, A/-hkr (//­
Tarbawïemdtl IbnS<lhnüll wa al-Q;T/)J~ï, pp 99-19() Ibn lAbd ai-Bali (d 42h/HH4), 
JamIe Bayan <I/-'I1m W;I F,ldlilI wa Mü Yan/mgluli R/wayafJ// wa Il,1l1l1I1/, 2 vol ... ,ed 
by cAbd. al-Ral)man Mul)ammad tlithm,in (CaIn) Matb,ltal al-tA~lmah, lîXX/l9()H); 
AbiJ ijâmid Muf:iammad Ibn Muhammad al-Gha/alI, htIJ~WI a/-<lJum ((',lIrO al­
MatbaCah al-l;Iusamîyah al-MI~riyah, 1322/19(4), Muhammad Ibn tAit ai-Shauka/ll 
(d. 648/1250), Ada/) ill-Tala/) (Yaman: M,uJ..'l/ al-Dlra:-.h wa al-Ahhalh al­
Yamanïyah,1979); Na~ïr al-Dïn al-TO ... , (d 6H2/12Xî), "Kltab Adah al-Mutatallmlln," 
cd. by YalJya al-HI~habi, MaJal/al Ma'lléld al-Mald/!u!UI a/-'AmlJ/y;J11 12 (1()57), pp 
267-284; Badr al-Dïn Ibn Jamacah, T:Jdllkmll ,II-S,;n/l' W<l al-Mul;rkallulI fi Al1ul> ;//­
cAlIm wa al-Mulaeill!Jm (f-Iaydarabad' Da Jmll al-Macan f, \î51/1 911), and tAbd Ba~1I 
al-cAlmaw' (9Rl/1571), "AI-MuLld fi Adab al-Mufld wa al-Mu ... tafld," lf1 ShafHI 
Mul)ammad Zay~ür, AI-F/kr aJ-TarIJawï 'll1da a/-'J\lmaw/ (/klrul Dar Iqra J , 

1987), pp. 24-53 Sec aho Abü Bakr MIHr ,1I-Ja/aI J fI, J\/-tllm W;l a/-'()J;uTJa L (Iklrut. 
Dar al-Kutub Iï al-Malayïn, 19R1) 

20 
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A. Knowledge (C/lm) : Its Significance and Division 

Al-Zarnu)I dcal ... in the fïr~t chapter of hi~ Ta'lim with the issue of 

knowledge ln the hght of m vlrtue and it~ nature. Insofar as thls problem is 

conccrned, our cxammatIO/1 of al-Zarnüjï's idea~ can be directed to two main 

point.... 1 n the tir ... t place, wc Will conslder hi~ attitude .0 knowledge in 

conncctIon wlth Icarl11/1g. Second, we Will descnbe hls classification of 

knowledgc a~ ~lIhJcct matter. Ilowever, SlOce al-Zarnüjï's notIOns are tied to his 

cOlllmll Illen 1 10 hlam,2 it is necessary to commence this examination by 

con~idcri ng ~ome rcmarh on blamic perceptions of the position of knowledge. 

Therc i ... no ohJection, particlllarly by Muslim scholars, that knowledge 

('11111) shollld occlIpy an important pm.uion in blam. A modern MlIslim 

scholar, bmatJl R al-Hirüql, together wnh hl~ wife, Lois Lamy~P al-Farüqï, 

wntcs lhal "l\la111 Idenlified Itself wnh knowledge. It made knowledge its 

cond1lio/1 as weil il ... ilS goal."1 HIS contemporary, Syed Mu/:lammad Naquib 

al-Anas, ~lIgge~b that "thcre have been many exposllions on the nature of 

knowlcdgc 111 blam more Ihan III any other religion, culture, and civlhzation, 

2For an IIllrodllcllon to Islam, see Charles J. Adams, "The Islamic Religious 
TraditIon," in RelIgwll und Ml/Il, ed by W. Richard Comslock (New York: Harper & 
Row, 1971), pp. 553-617 According 10 David Ede and others, "thiS is one of the bcst 
01 the many lothort IIltroductlOn to Islam found in textbooks on the religions of man. 
Weil wntlen, Il consclOlIsly dIrects ils attention to the Islamic religious tradition. With 
the annolalcd hlhliography of baSIC works, Il serves the purpose of introducmg the 
bcgml1er to Islam," (Davit1 Ede and othcrs, GUIde (0 Islam (Boston: G.K. Hall & Co, 
19!B). P S9) See al,o Ac1ams's artIcle, "Islam," 111 A Rcadcr's GU/dc to the Great 
RclIgwm, 1111 l't! ,cd hy Charles J Adams (New York: The Free Press, 1965), pp. 
2X7-1'7. and "1,lamIC Rcltglou!\ TradItIon," JO Tllc Study of thc Mlddlc East: 
Rcsc,lrch ,//lei Scllol.lp../IIj> 11l tlle Hal1laIlltlcs and Soc/l/I SClcnccs, cd. by Leonard 
BlI1tk'1 (New York John Wllcy & Sons. 1976), pp 29-96 

3bm.I't! R al-F:II'Üqï ,\Illl LOIS Lamy~ïJ al-Faruqï, The Cultural Atlas 01 Islam (New 
YOlk. MacmIllan Puohshmg Company, 19S6), p 230 . 
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and thlS is no doubt due 10 the preemmcllt position and paramoullt role 

accorded to al-cllm bv God ll1 the lIolv Qur' an. "4 . . 

The slgniflcancc of knowledge III Islam may be ea~Jly dl~cerned in 

dynamic fIelds ~uch as Theology and Jumprlldellce Whlk:\1 glllllg that 111 it~ 

first emcrgencc, blam did not liI"CllS'" man\ knowblge of God, AS. Trittol\ 

is successfll1 in showll1g the slgnlficant place of \...nowkdge in the l'arly 

development of MlI~hm ~chool~ of thcology ~llch a~ the KhawallJ, the Mur.wah 

and the MuCtazilah. Although thcre arc seriou, contIovel~le~ :tmong them, 

Tritton recogll1zc~ Ihat: 

The outstanding fact I~ that ail lhe~e thcones arc MlISllIll. The 
startmg point is religlOus: man face to face w1lh (loti, Ihe hook, alld 
the prophet. ft nl1ght ~ecm that the Mu"t:lZIh doctnnc of Ica~on as a 
source of knowledge of God I~ not Mushm, hut 11 I~ equally 
plausible to argue that 11 is a product of Ihe empham whlch the 
Koran Iays on the ~Ign~ of God's aCtlVIly, 1'01 the 'Ign ... ale 110 lI"e 
unless there I~ somconc who can IIlterprCI thl:m It l' Itkdy th.n the 
MuCtazIla look ~lIgge"tion~ t'101ll ollt~ldc hut JI1 c'~l:lll1al,> thele I~ 
nothing forelgn 111 the hi!-.tory of thc~c theorie~. 'i 

In the fIeld of h,lamlc J unsprudcnce, thi~ prob\cm ha~ heen LI central 

issue since it is required to undcI1akc Ïjtih:Td, hy which blallllC Icgal i~"'lIes CHn 

be produced 111 more practIcal provl ... ion ... to ml:ct ,>oewl CO!l<lIllon" wlllch 

continuously change. ft i~ mdccd true that to Mu ... lllm the pnmilly ,>ource, of 

Islamlc law are the QurJftn and hadith, hut III facl thl:Y arc :t!OIlC no! ,>uf f I<.'ICIII III 

4Sycd Muhammad NaqUio al-Alta ... , ['/;lm und Scculam.m (Kuala Lumpur MlI~llln 
Youlh Movcmcnt of Malay~la (J\BlM), 1 97H), p. 136 

5 A.S. Tnlton, "Thcory of Knowlcdge 111 Early Mu ... IJm Thl:ology," Hl WoolnCf 
CommcmomllOn Volume, ed by Mohammad Shaf l, MA, 1 th ed (Lahorc Mehar 
Chand Lahman DAS (Harvard UmvcNty Llhrary MICroproduc\Joll Dcpartmclll, 
1940), p 256 Dl'lcu,~\On 01 the plObkm 01 knowblgc 111 hl,tnllC l' oHen 'CCIl 11\ 

contrst to the problcm ot télqlïd (a bhnd acccptancc of bcltd) Sec for m,tance, Richard 
M. Frank, "Knowledgc and Téullïd the foundatlon ... of Rcllgl()u" Bclld 111 CI:l ... "lcal 
Ashcarism, Journal 01 the Amcnc,l!1 Onental Society 1 OC) (1 c)X'J) , pp 17-fi2 
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f acmg tcchnical need.." mamly In the flexible domains of society, ummah. Basic 

rulc~ which the two ~()urcc,> provlde must he developed through the process of 

rea,>onmg, Ijlihad. To do the Ijtihjd, which both the QurJan and lJadïth 

encouragc, a numbcr of ba~lc rcqlJlrement, which remain~ behind the problem 

of knowlcdgc, are ab..,ollltely nccded. Every Mushm has in fact the right and 

even an ohligatlon to perform Üllhad, but it can not be done without meeting the 

lollowlIlg rcqllirement~ 

( 1) Ilc ha~ to pmse~ the knowledge of the Qur'an and aIl 
that I~ Iclatcd to It, that i~ to say, a compleTe knowledge of Arabic 
htcraturc, a profollnd acquaintance wtth the orders of the QurJan and 
ail thclr suh-dlvl~lon~, thcir rclatlOnship to each other and their 
cOllnccuon wuh the ordcrs of the sunnuh. He should be able to 
make clear the meaning of the obscure passages (mutashabihah), to 
discrimlllatc the hteral and the allegorical, the universal and the 
parlIclllar. 

(2) He must know the QurJan by heart with ail the tradttions 
and cxplanations .. 

(3) Ile mll~t have a pcrfect knowledge of the traditions, or al 
kast threc thollsand of them .. 

(4) He ~hollid be piOllS and live an au~tere life. 

(5) He ~hollid have a profound knowledge of ail the sciences 
of the law. 

(6) Ilc ~holiid have a complete knowledge of the four 
school~ of IUfisprudenœ.6 

Mcanwllllc, li ~cnom, oh~crvation concerning the QllrJanic attention to 

knowlcdge ('dm) has been made by a modern Western scholar, Franz 

Rosenthal 1 le hold,> that "cdm i~ one of those concepts that have dominated 

blam and given Mmlilll clvilization us distinctive shape and complexion. In 

61' P lIughc~. D/{:tJ()Jwry o/I.'/iI1n (Clilton, N.J.: Reference Book Publishers, 1965), 
r 199 TllIS is OUI ordale. nUlls still widcly used . 
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faet, there 1S no other concept that has hccl1 Opl'rallVe as a dctl'nllinant of 

Mushm Civih:zatwT1 10 allll~ .iSPC(b 10 thc ~al11c extelH a~ '11m ".7 To,uppon 

this argument, hc gae\ II1to an lIldeplh cakulation of the lI~e of the wOld 'ilm 

in the QurJün. Accordll1g to hl111: 

ln all lb dcnvallon~, the mot '-l-m- exc\udmg, nI' cnur~c, the 
unrelated cûlam "world" - Occurs in the Qurlân wlth ullu!o.ual 
frequcncy. There are ahollt 750 occurrences ail tnld. SlIlce thl' 
Qur~ân cantains roughly somethmg short of 7X,()()() word~, 11 l'an he 
said that the derivauons of the root cl-m l11ake up ahout one percent 
of its vocablilary.~ 

To continue, he "lIggests thcrefore that: 

The frequency wlIh whlch thc root c-I-11I OCCUI" III thc QurJ:Î1l IS 
not a matter of chance It l~ mcntioncd wllh ~uch per\ISICnCC that 
nohody could l'.uI to notice it. Il wa~ a concept that the pmphel 
wanted to he noucct!. Il wa~ one of the ha~i<: Idca\ hl' had made it hi~ 
bllsme~~ to convcy to hls follower~.9 

Wan Mohd Nor Wan Daml, whde argumg that "the tn:qul'ncy of 

appearance of the roots of a word (for cxamplc, 'Î-I-11I ), is only one IIldication 

of the importance of a conccpt", ~uggests that "Thc eJ11phasi~ on knowledgc 

7Franz Roscnthal, Knowlcdgc Tnump/wnt· tlle COllcCpt 01 KllOw/c(/gc /Il Mc(/œvilJ 
Islam (Lcidcn: E J Brill, 1970), P 2. For a cnlH.:al rcspol\..,r ln hl.., Ihe'I\, ~ec S. Pllle~, 
"Jahi}iyya and cI/m," lerm.a/cm Studle ... III A ra IJl C and l.\/mn n ( \ ()()()), pp 171-\94, 
10 which the aulhor rnake~ the poml lhal "Ihere arc ~omc data thal IIIdH.:alc thal Jcwl~h 
Christians ~et a partlcularly hlgh value on knowledgc, and that thcy held Ihcmselvc~ 
and the other Jcw." or Hehrew~, or Chlldrcn 01 bracl, 10 he people 01 knowlcdgc and 
thcother nattons to be Ignorant" (p 1 XO) 

8Ibid .• pp. 19-20 

9Ibid, P 21 For the rncanJl1g 01 knowlcdge ('dm) III hlam, ..,cc Ill.., "Mu,llIlI 
Dcnl1JllOn~ of Knowledge," Hl 711e ('ollllIct 01 Tnu/rI/OIIiJ1!\m iln() MocJcl7mm 111 t/Je 
rv11ddlc Ea . ..,l, cd hy Clrl LCll1cn, pp 117-112 (AlI"lIll The 1I11manltlc.., Rc,carch 
Center, the UllIveNty of Tcxa.." \9(6) AI~o ~cc Mututnmad NI.I Ibn tAh al­
Tahanawï, MéIW<;Ü'éIt NI/âh;TI a/-'U/üm a/-l~/(jmlyélh, vol 4 (Bclrul Shlrkal al-Ktllya! 
li al-Kulub, 19()()), pp 104X-I069. and Sarnlh cÀuf al-Zayn, Ma/mat tl/-Hé/y:1Il ;/1-
ijadith (Bcirul: Maklahat al-Madra.,ah, 1990), pp. 601-60'5 
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can he dlrectly dl,>ccrneo from the elevated litatus accorded to those who seek, 

pO\~e~,>, teach, and aet upon n (the cuJamiP )."10 

The QurJan categnrIcally dl,>mi,>,>cs any thought of equality between 
thme who know and tho,>e who do not: 'say 1 unto them, 0 
Muhammadl: Are tho~e who know not ? But only men of 
under~tandlllg lu/ul alhéÏh/ WIll pay heed' (39.9). Positive fear of 
(Joel wtllch fonm the central pnnclple,> of hlanm: religious lIfe can 
he attallled only hy tho,c who have knowledge 05.28) for they, 
togcthcr WIth the angel~ arc unie to tcwfy to God\ eXl~tenee and 
Untty (3: 1 X) through the cVldencc of creation. Nobody except those 
wlth kllnwlcdge ,>hall gra!'>p the mcanmgs of divme wlsdom through 
!'>1I111IItl1dc~ (mnthaJ) lhat God has comed for mankmd (29:43).11 

SÎJl1Ilarly, thcrc arc a numbcr of ljadilhs which emphasize the 

1I11portancc of k nowledge III 1!'>lam. Some of them are collectIvely presented as 

follow'-.· 

Sec\.. yc kl10wlcdgc l'rom the cradle to the grave. Knowledge is like 
a 10'-.1 lIe,I'-.UIC for the beltever, he seeks Jt cven If lt be in China. To 
~eek knowlcdge I~ the dut y of every Muslim man and woman. 
Acql11re \..nowledge hecall'-.c he who acquire~ it perfomls an aet of 
picty lk who travcl'-. 111 q\le~t of knowledge, to him Allah shows 
the way, he walh tn the puth of Allah. Who goes forth 111 seareh of 
knowkdge, God will Ilot let his labors go unrewarded in this world 
<Ind 111 the WO! Id hereafter. Thal person who dlcs while engaged in 
ill'qlllrtng \..nowkdge wuh a VICW IO ~prcadillg lt Will be granted 
God\ hle ...... lng'-. III the ncxt world. He dIes not who takes to 
learnIrlg 12 

I()Wan Mohd NOl W.1Il Daud, 11le Concept o{Knowlcdgc 111 Islam and Ils Implication 
(or Educatlon III é1 Dc\'cJopmg Country (London: Manscll, 1989), p. 34. 
Tr,\Il:-.lttefallon ... arc addcd For morc analysis of thc Qur3amc idcas of knowlcdgc, sec 
'Ahd al-Rahman Salth 'Ahd Allah, EducéI(IOll;1f TllCory A QurJamc Out/ook (al­
MaU.lh al-Mu!-.,lrr.II11,lh Umm al-Qllra Univcr~lty, 1982) Also, sec Shclkh Nadim 
AI-ClI!'>I, ''The QUIJ:m on blallllc EducatIOn" 1."/;/lllJcQllm1c/ly 42 (1968), pp. 1-24. 

1 t Ihld ,pp ~-t- lS 

12 111 pli.·'l'ntlllg fl,/(iItll\, olle :-.hould he attentive 10 qUC!o.lIOI1S of cnlicism or 
.11ltllt'lltll'lIy (\)I1'llkllll!! thl' plObkm, thl':-'c !\elcctl'd JwdTth matcnals pcrtainmg to 
thl' prohlell1 01 !-.11()\\ Iedge (l'vlu,llIll education) arc collcctcd and arrangcd 10 bc a close 
par.lphl,lSl' Sl'I.' Rab Nawal M.llJ!-.,"The Devclopment 01 Mu:-.hm Educational Thoughl 
OOO-190m," DlS:-.CI1,lllon (K.I\1~a~ ll!lIvcrsity of Kansas, 1968), p 51. For more 
thSl'lI:-,slon, ~l'e AI/,llul R.tl1m;lI1, l\1lJ~l:lmn)[ld S,1/1a AlliTII caléllh/ Wa.\saJam: 
l:'ill',H·lo!"lcdr.l 01 Sec/,11l. \'01 ~ (London The Muslim Schools Trusl. 1981) and H A. 
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AI-Zarnujî's attillldc to knowk'dge, a-; will be del1lon"tl.ltcd bdow, IS 

es~entially 111 hne with blanm: Idcas. Allhou)!h he 1~\1c\y qllole~ the QurJalllc 

verses or the ~Jadïths, hut ralhcl rder~ often to tlle \\'I:--dolll and Il.ldlllOll of hls 

ancestors, in hl-; Taclîm, al-ZanllljÎ obvloll"ly ICCoglll/t''' th.1I "on Ithe ,uh"cct 

of! the virtllc~ and cxc~lIcl1ce" 01 lcarnlllg 1 1 \.. Il O\d ed gL'l 1 thcll' l':\.l~.ts la 

considerahle numhcl of] Korallll' VCf'>\:~ and ~Olll1d Il t' , well authelll1ralCd 1 and 

well-known tradtllons ,,\, The Intere,>ttng point of lm ~\lgge,tl()n appear:-- III 

his concern with the importance of knowlcdge cnnnected wlth the "upcllonty of 

mankind 10 other of the creal1on~ of Gad Wllhnut any phllo~oplllcai 

explanatlOll, he hold~ that "the nohIllty of kal nll1g 1" not hlddcn hOi1l anyonc 

since it is pecullar to humankind. EXc\ll~IVC of kllowlcdge, mcn a~ wdl as ail 

other animai,> are a~"oclated wIth l'very vlrtue, ~lll'h a" valor, l'Oluage, ~trcngth, 

generosity, cOl11pa~~lon. Learning IIkl10wledgell IS Ihe exceplion "II To 

support thi~ argument, he rcfcr~ to the idea Ihal "Gad rcvca\cd Ihe prccll1l1lcnce 

of Adam over the angcls whom He commal1dcd 10 plo:-.tnll\: thclmdvcs bcfOlc 

him IIAdamll."15 

Jawad, "Muhammad The Educalor: an AulhenlÎc Approach," h/élllllC ()lJîll1crly 14 2 
(1990), pp. 115-121 

13 AI-ZamuJ\' Ta'lïm al-MutaCafll111 Tanq (1/- Ta<aJ/um, /1l'itrucIJOTl of /Ile S/wJcIll Ille 
Mcthod of LCéJmmg, trar." and note., by G.I~ von (jruncbaulll ,\m\ TM Abcl (New 
York: Kmg\ Crown Pre~~, 1947), p 24 For the ArabI{, VCr.,IOll, .,cc Ta'lIm élJ­
MutaCallIm TarÎq a/- Té/Callum (MI.,r. MU,>lafa al-Babl al- lI,tlahl wa Awladuh, 1()4X), 
p. 8 Hcreafter, refcrcnce" 10 the Araolc edllion Will he glvcn ln orackeh lIext 10 
rcfcrcnccs to Ihe Iran'ilation veNon hy von Cirunchaum ami Abcl Illlllo"t Ilcca<.;toll", 
the word a/3 I1m III the Ta'lrm II., rendered by (irunebaurn and Ahel al., "Ieanu/lg " 

14Ibld., P 22 {5) See Na~lr al-Dm al-Tu"I, "Kl\ah Adah al MutalalllJll," p 271 

15Ibld. {5) 
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AddlllOnally, al-Zarnüjl ~lgntflCS the importance of knowledge as a 

mcan~ hy whlch one can attain a hlgh po~ition In the eyes of God. With regard 

to thb matter, he hnng ... wlth hls argument the concept of taqwii, by saying: 

"Icarning Il knowlcdgc Il I~ noble for it Icad~ to that fear of God which entitles 

Ithe ocllcverl tn God\ bencvolcnce and to eternal bli~s."16 It is only with 

knowlcdge that one l'an perfollll evcry rcliglou~ obligation on the one hand, 

and aVOld any prohlhltlOn detcrmmcd by religlOus tcachmgs on the other. These 

Iwo matler~, pcrfonmng Ihe ohlIgalion and avoiding the prohibition, are 

c!'.~enl1al faclor~ ln the concept of taqwa (fcar of God). 

Il 1.., l'kar flOlll the ahove citations that al-Zarnüjï's ideas concerning the 

vlrtue of knowkdgc cenler around the concept of man. Pracucally, there are 

two a"pccl" of man on WhlCh he ha..,c~ hi~ argument. The first is that it has been 

trllc in nallll c that man. <llffcrcnt l'rom other creations of God, has the ability to 

attalll knowlcdgc Other creallon ... are, even though possessing some mental 

aCtlvilic!'. sirl11lar to Iho..,c of man, slIch a~ perceiving thelr envlronment, un able 

10 ohlam knowledgc. From thls perspective, it is f~ur to as~ume that "al-Zarnüjï 

Illcans Icarn i ng Ihrough Ihe Illet! llllll of verbal symbob WhlCh are conceptualized 

and comprchcndcd" 17 The "l'cond factor IS that man, from the Islamic 

pcr~peCl1ve, 15 ohllgcd ln act 111 accordance wlth the mies derived from religion. 

OthCIWlSC. lm, IIfe is nothmg. In ~o doing, man needs knowledge which 

facilttale~ Ihe performance ofhb dutles. 

\()Ihld {51 

17'1' M. Abel allli G E. von Grunchaum, "Thc Conlnbulion of a Medieval Arab 
Scholarto Ihc Prohlclll 01 Lcammg," JOllnwj ofPcrsonality 15 (1946-1947), p. 61. 
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Consldenng the Importan\..'e of the \..'oIH .. 'ept ofman in al-""'lrnllJl'~ Idcas. 11 

is important consequently to note -.0111" aspects of man: his natUf\.' and hi~ 

purpose, 111 the hght of blaJl11l' tcal'hing~ .. To hegm, it 1<; intl're~tlllg tn ~ee how 

the QurJan pay!'> attention to the plOblcTl1~ of man. 

In the QurJiin refcrences 10 man a!'> a specle~ ale convcyed hy the 
term al-Însiin wlllch on:urs ~Ixty-tïve times and ilS phllal fonn of 
al-fla., and :II-ln..; wlH<:h OCCLU·, re~pectIvdy two hundred and fort Y 
and eighteen lime!'>. In aIl cxccpt onc (17.4), the appearant'C of the 
definite article "al' jomcd to Insiin ~ecm!'. to have ~ornc 

signiflcance. S.H. Shamma proposcs that thls arl1clc ha ... a funrl10Il 
similar to that in u/-I/ah (AIlith) whkh SCCI1l!'. to have lal!'.cd the 
original meaning of God to that of a univcl!'.al and UIlll}lII: God ln 
the case of InséTn, It scems to have glven extra 1I1lpOllance to 
mank1l1d with it!'. ulllver!'.al 1I11port and ull1qllcnc!'.~.\H 

Insofar as the nature of man 1-. conccllled, thl" QurJan di!'.cllsse~ the 

problem in the light of two leveb of thc proces:-. of creatIOn. The Ilr!'.t \cvcl IS 

pnmordial whlch IS un!'.ecn, ghiP1b, and I!'. under!'>t()od only through Icvcalcd 

knowledge. At thl!'. level, lt I!'. flcquclltly cxpl:\llled III the QurJan that "man '" 

created ex nihilo from lowerorganic ... uh:-.tancc-. leferred to a-. titi (clay), tlllill> 

(dust and nllld), min \'iukJll1l1n ~;1T1WI IlWSIlLln (and l"rom dark altercd clay) 

which God moulded with HI!'. own 1 rand and when lt w:t\ fully fOltl1cd, 

breathed HIS !'.pirit mto IL" \') MeanwhIle, at the !'.ccond levcl "the creation 01 

man is the scientiflcally known blologlcal procc!'.\: il \penn wlllch lodged III a 

firm place and Wll'\ turncd Into a lump wh.ch wa\ laler cllllipped wlth hone\ and 

fle~h. "20 Although the mam concern of the QurJtïn wlth the creatIOn of man 1\ 

--------_._-------

18Mohd Nor Wan Oawud, The Conccpt of Knowlcdgc. p 15 

19Ibid. 

20lbid, p. 16 
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pnmanly at the Ievcl of prlmordwl lime, whlch I~ umeen (ghiPib) , sorne of its 

hlOJogl(;al cxplanatlon~havc hccn "clcnl1fically acceptable. 

ln hrlef, the nature of man may be de~cnbed a~ follows: 

Man ha~ a dual nature, he IS both sou} and body, he is at once 
phy~icaJ bcing and ~pmt (15:29; 23: 12-14). God taught him the 
IW1l1C.<; (;II-:I .... maJ) of evcrything (2:31), By 'the names' we infer that 
il mcan~ the knowledgc (a/-cllm) of everythmg (al-ashylP). This 
knowlcdgc does not rcfcr 10 knowledge of essence (dhat) or inmost 
groumJ ("UT) of a thmg (\/wy'J) such a~, for ex ample, the spirit (al­
rû/:1), of whI<.:h only a IIttle knowlcdge I~ vouchsafed to man by 
God (17:H5); it refers to knowledge of accidents (sing. Carel) and 
allribulC., (slI1g. :fI/ah) pertainmg to lhlllgs sensible and intellIgible 
(mabsüslit and macl]û/iit) ~o as 10 make known the relations and 
di.,t1ncllons eXI~lll1g betwecn lhem and to c1arify thelr natures within 
the~c contcxts III order to discern and understand thelr causes, uses, 
and ~pecific lI1dlvldual purpose. Man is also glven knowledge about 
(/llé/cnlah) God, HI~ Ab~oll1te Onene~s; that God IS his true Lord 
(fil!>/)) and truc OhJcct of Worshlp (iliih) (7: 172; 3'18). The seat of 
lhl~ "-Ilowlcdgc ln man, both al-cllm and nwcntàh, IS his ~pirit or 
"ouI (ill-IIi1I-") and lm hearl (qillb) and hl~ mtellect (al-Caql). In 
VlrtuC of lhc fact lhat man knows (Caré/fa) God in HI~ Absolute 
Onenc~s a .. IlIS truc Lord, ~uch knowledge, and the necessary 
rcallly of lhe ~itllalion lhat follows from it, has bound man in a 
Covcnant (mith;/Cj, Cahd) determining his purpose and attitude and 
action wlth re~pect to hllllself and to God (q.v. 7: 172 fol.).21 

A~ for man\ purpo~c 1I1 lm lile, since he IS created by God, he has to 

do 'I{lildnh (~uhml"-;Inn) to 1 hm, and "his dut y i-; obedience (pïcah) to God, 

WlllCh conf()rm~ wlth lm, c.,~cnlIal nature (/irnlh) created for h1l11 by God (q.v. 

30.30). "22 On the other hand, man IS the VH.:e-Regent (kha/ïfah) of God on 

eallh (2:3()), and lhus he holds the weighty burden of trust (amiinah) namely 

"Ihe lru~t of rl'~pon"lhility to rule according to God's Will and Purpose and His 

21 Sycd Muh.lI11lllad N.lqUlh al-A!la~. 1 . .,lill11 ,U1d ScclIltm!>111 (Kuala Lumpur: Muslim 
Youth MO\'l'Illl'llt 01 Malay~la tABIM), 197H), pp. 132-113 Q.v. = QurJamc verse. 

221hltl Sel' al~o. GCOI)!.e N Allych "AI-Kmdi's Concept or Man," Hamdard lslamicus 
3.2 {19So). P -lO . 
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Pleasure (33:72),"D Ta dnve the pllrpo:-e of Iw. ilfe. Illan :-hould ha"lcally 

develop his potentIal, lIlc\uding hls lIltellcct, glven hllll hy n.lIl1ll' (titr"h). 

AI-Zarnüjï slmilarly e1l1pha~IZc~ thwllghout Ill" thenry of ,,"nowil'dge 

the significancr of action (cé/m/). Hb argument wlth regard to tlll:- matin '" 

practical and thls may be affected hy hi~ COllù'rn wlth hl:llll1c lun~prlldence 

He differentiates two intelconnecting term~, '11m and Ill/Il The fonllel I~ 

understood by al-Zamüjï "a Isecondaryl mean~ throllgh whil'h the nature of a 

propounded subjcct may become cIear " whlle the latter IS "the ~ciencc of the 

fine point of knowledge."24 Ile then quotes Abli llalllfa\ point of vlew that 

"Jurisprudence IS a per~oll'~ knowledge of lm. nghts and dlltle~" and that. 

The purpo~c of learnll1g Il knowledge Il I~ 10 act hy It wlllle lhe 
purpo~e of actIOn IS the ahandonll1g of the pcmhahle lor thal wlllch 
last~ forever ft I~ nece"sary fOI man I1cllhcr 10 Ileglect Ill~ "ouI nOI 
what help~ or lI1.lure~ Il 111 th", lIre and III the nl'Xt II il: , 1 le m'l' man 
should try ta provide what I~ u~cflll whlle avoI(hng what 1" harmlul 
to the I~oull, le~t hl~ II1telligcnce and lm ,,"l1owblge hecollle 
weapons largumentsl aga1l1~t hlm and hl" plll11..,hment he lIlcrca~ed 
May God prc~crve u~ from III~ wralh and 1 Il,, punbhmcllI, 2~ 

Nowhere is thc influence of the concept ';/111:11 on al-ZarnllJ1\ Idea.., 

clearer than 111 hi~ theory ofcIlm é//-~al, wlllch, 111 tlIrn, deterrllllll'.., lm 

classification of knowlcdge. AI-Zarnüjï c()n"'ldcr~ Muhammad\ tradItIon that 

"The quc..,t for knowlcdge I~ lI1cumhel1t lIpOI1 l'very Mu,>llIll mail and Mu,>llIll 

woman."26 He then clanflc", tlm tradItIon by ..,aylllg "Kllow that 11 .'> Ilot 

obiigatory for every Mu..,lml, man or woman, to ..,cck ail la"'IK'ct.., ofllcanllng 

23lbid., p, 134 

24 AI-ZamüJï, Tac/im, p 24 r X ) 

251bld ,p 24 {R J 

261bld ,p 21 {4} 
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IIknowlcdgcII, but only that in keepmg with his ~tation in life flel/m a/-

balll "27 "urthemlOre it 1., .,llggc"ted that "the mo"t meritorious knowledge is 

that lfI kccpIng wllh one'" .,tatlon {fe/lm al-J}éIlII and the mo"t mentorious action 

1., to mallltalll O!H;'" ..,tallon 11/111/ (JI-hill}}." 2H 1\.., aJun~t he ba(,·~~ hi~ argument 

on li C0I1..,ldcratJO!l tllat "11 1.., necc..,.,ary for the Mm,hm to stnve for as much 

knowlcdgc a.., he may nccd In hl.., .,tallon whatever thu .. 1.,."29 

Ihrahlln Ibn hmiFil and MUQammad cAbd al-Qadir Al)mad, in their 

commentaric., on the Taclim, note that erlm aI-tuT! includes both the science of 

hlalllic thcology (l1~ul al-din) and that of "'lamie law (fIqh). As for the 

Illeanlng of ill-hal Ihclf. hmiïLil ..,ugge"t.., that it 1., "lInmedwte matters ofhuman 

lire ..,uch a.., the problcm of unhehef (kufr), faith (iman), ntual prayers ($aJlit), 

Icgal alm., (z;lJ..at). annllal ra.,ting during the month of Ramaç/iin (\,\ryiim), and 

the other<;, cxclllding those for the next time."30 Al)mad, in a more detailed 

note, hold .. that "the mealllng of u/-blïl IS Immediate matters pertaming to the 

Iifc of hlllllar1\.,lIld ..,uch a., hl ... fallh and hi., knowledge eoncerning worship and 

pnmanly hUlllan hmlIlc.,.., a., weil as dealing wllh approaches to meet his 

Ccoll0l1l1cal nce(b III order to make lm life. "31 

On the basi., of his concept'r/m al-J:Jijl, al-Zamujï classifies knowledge, 

a.., .,llbJect matter of Iearnlllg, mto two categories. The flrst is that dealing with 

271hld 

2Hllm\ 

29Ilm\ 

JOlhr;ihïm Ihn hmaql, Shm'IJ T<lclitn al-MutaCallim (Mi~r: Mu~!afü al-Babi al-l:Ialabl. 
n li ), P 4 

31 AI-Z.lnlujr. 1';1'11111 ,11-MutaCallul1, cd. by Muhammad cAbdul-Qadir Al).mad 
(Callo al-Sa';ïdah. 19S6). p S1 
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matters which penain ta a persan lInder ail <'ltuations. and 11 IS therefore 

defmitely necessary for l'very indlvidu:!l person (Mu~lim) to sl'e"- this kllld of 

knowledge. Ta al-Zarnu.lÏ the position of tlm. "-nowkdgc I~ l'quai to that of 

food32 whieh everybody no doubt need~ In Isl.lI1llC lundlcal tl'll1l~, ~tlldylllg 

this knowledge may be JU~l1tïed a~ f:lr~f '(1)'11, :In obligatIon whlch Illu:-..I bl' donl' 

by every Mu~lim~.33 ln hls Taclim. ai-Zal nliJI descnbe<,: 

Since he Il the Mu~lIl11ll wIll have to pcrfonn 11l~ player~ he 11l1l~1 
needs Il sic Il know a~ much of the prayer rilliai as WIll hel P hllll 
acquit himself of hls dut y 10 pl ay. 1 FlIrthenllore l, knowlcdge of his 
lotherl religlou~ obligallons IS incumhent UpOIl hUll For whalevcl 
lead~ to the ascertallllllg of dut y I~ itsdf dut y and whal kad~ to the 
determllling of ohllgatlon 1<, It~clf oblIgatton. Tlw .. applIl'~ ln fa~ling, 
and aiso 10 1 the paylllcnt of the 1 poor-tax If 1 the bellevcll pos~c~se~ 
weaIth, and to the pilgnmage If one j" LInder ohlIgatlon tn pel l'mm il. 
It aiso applie~ to tradlllg if one IS engagcd ln comllll~rce. \·1 

In additIon, al-Zarnüjï inclllde~ In the flrst categOly of kllowlcdge 

matters of ethies (rules of eonduct). It IS prescribed for ail of liS 10 learn 

"qualities lof human characterl ~lIeh as genero~lty and avance, eowanlIcc and 

courage, arrogance and humdlty, cha~lIty 1 and debauchcry 1. prodlgal Jly and 

parsimony and ~o on. For arrogance, avance, eowanl1cc and prodigahty are 

illicit. Only through knowlcdgc of them and thelr oppo<,itc:-. I~ protection agalll~t 

them pos~lble "15 SlIllllarly, in other place~ al-Zarl1lljl ral<,c<, tht; lI11portalll'e of 

the knowledge of the Onene~" of God Thi~ matter I~ cOl1'>H)crcd necc:-.<,ary to 

32AI-ZamUJï, Tu'lïm, p 21 (4) 

331n his Taclim the term larçJ 'ayn doe~ not appear exphcllly. Rather, he olten u:-..c:-. 
the word!'. yu[larudu Cu/wh and Y:IJlI>u 'a/wh whleh hoth mean "11 I!-. ohllgalory upon 
him", ascrihed 10 the knowledge con",dcred necc~"ary to ail Mu<,lIm, For IIIMalH.:e, he 
says III p (5). yU/lé/radu ca/wJn 'I/mu allwH/ él/-qulb (11 1<, ohllgatory upon IlIIll 1 the 
studentl to know Ileam 1 ahout the matter<, pcrtamlllg ln the heart) 

34AI-ZamuJï, Té/'lïm, p 21 (4) 

35 Ibid, P 22 (5 ) 
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he ... tudlcd by ail Mu-;hm a~ It pertams to their basic faith. AI-Zarnüjï considers 

thi~ knowlcdge a ... that whlch ~hould be ~ought in the early stage of the religious 

developmcnt of Mu~lims. 

Unhke most Mushm scholars, al-Zarnujï seems to neglect the 

importance of ... clcnccs dealmg with the QurJan and I)adïth. In chapter 1 of his 

Tac/un, whlch exdll~lvely dl~Cll~"es the problem of kno'W!,="dge, al-Zarnujï does 

not mention the IWO subjects, the QurJâ:n and IJadïth, to be studied by the 

student. Howcver, in chapter IV: "On Respecting Knowledge and Those Who 

Possess Il,'' his revcrcnti:tl altitude towards the two sciences is c1early apparent 

in hls sugge ... tion that it l~ oblIgatory for the stlldent "not ta stretch out one's 

foot toward the Book, to placc books of 1 Koran 1 mterpretation above other 

Book~, and not to place anything else above the Book."36 As to J;adïth, he 

rcfcrs to the trad 11 IOn of his prcdccessor that: 

Mlll.wmmad b. IsmiFîl al-Bllhan came to Mul)ammad b. al-l;Iasan 
with the Book of Prayer Iprobably a law Book]. And Mul)ammad 
b. al-tlasan said to hllll: "Go out and learn the science of Tradition," 
since indced he estimated that this Ikind of] knowledge was better 
suited to hl~ nature. So 1 this sl11dentl IIlvestigated the science of 
Trad1lion and fïnally became superior to ail the other imams of 
Trad1lion.17 

HIS attItude as demonstrated above seems to indicate that in fact, he considers 

the subjects of the Qurcan and IJ;Jdïth as obligatory sciences which the student 

ShOllld learn. As a matter of fact, it is impossible to master religious sciences 

sllch as IslarlllC law (liqh) and Islamic theology (tawQïd) while neglecting the 

16lhid. p. 15 {19} 

371hld . p. 16. Muhammad Ibn Ismacn al-Bukhali (d. 257/870) was one of the well­
known Tradllionaltsts in hlam, whilc Mul)ammad Ibn al-l:Iasan (namely AbU 
tAbdallah Mul.wmmad Ibn al- Hasan Ibn. Farqad al-Shaibani (d. 189/804) was one of 
the sludellls of Abü l:Ianifah . 



• 

• 

subjects of the QurJan and J;ildïth. WhlCh are considered the primary ~oun:es of 

Islamic teachings. 

The second category of k.nowledge, ac\.\xding al-Zarnujl, i~ lhal ot 

"matters affecting a person upon ccnain occaslon~"~H and sed.ing thi~ 

knowledge is c1assified as t:lr~f klniy<lh (a collective ùuty). E:-..plalIllllg tlm dut y, 

he says: "Ithis means thatl when ~ome Ipeoplel fultilllt ln a glvcn place, othcrs 

are excused fwm thts Idutyl; on the other hand, If no one fulfllls il, the sin 

resulting from such omission, falls on the wholc community. It is for the Imam 

to direct and for the community to submit with regard to this 1 obligation 1. "19 

He makes an analogy that the f:lrç klfliyuh knowlcdge hold~ the ~amc pOsitIon 

as the science of medicine and that of the star~ for thcy are hoth nccdcd al 

stipulated times ont y. 

lt shollid be borne in mind, neverthele~s, that he distinguishc~ thc~e two 

kinds of knowledge, the sciences of mcdicine and A~trollomy, and c1a'lsiflcs 

them into two different categories. Flrst, knowlcdge ~lIch as that of IllcdiclI1c 

represents that which IS ba~lcally permitted to he ~tudled œcau..,c "1\ <kab wlth 

accidentallsecondaryl causes. Thercforc it~ stlldy is allowcd Ill~t 41:-' 1\ Ilhati of 

other accidentaI causes. The prophct trcatcd hlm~clf Illcdlcally. "40 A.., for thc 

second class, represented by the ~cicnce of the ~tar~, Il~ \tlJ(ly wa~ ln Il ta Il Y 

forbidden, because according to al-Zarnujl "it i~ both harmful and lI~c1c.,.,1t and 

he says: "Escape From the decrec of God and hl~ dl~pCn\:HI()n 1:-' Imp()~"'lhlc 1 M) 

38Ibid .• p. 23 (6) 

39Ibid .• p. 23 {6}. 

40Ibid .• P 24 {7} 
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that thc \tudy of the \lar\ i~ both fuule and ~acrilegiou~J."41 However, he 

rccogmzc\ that thl\ prohihltlon i~ "wJth the qualtfication that one is pernlitted to 

~tudy la\tronomyl Ju~t cnough to determ1J1e the qlbla and the times of 

praycr. "42 1 n othcr word~, 11 cou Id be as~umed from his sugge~tion that to the 

extent of confonmng tn rchgiou~ dutie~, searching for non-religious knowledge 

i~ neverthclc\\ nl;ce~.,ary 4, 

ln hncr, Jt could he said that al-Zarnüjï's divisions of knowledge, 

pre\umahly influcnecd by hls discipline of fIqh, consist of two main categories: 

the knowledge whieh I~ f:trçl Cayn and that which is fan;! kifayah. The former 

mainly covers ttHvQïd (blamle theology), fiqh (hlamic Jurisprudence) and 

akhhiq (I~laJ11lc cthlcs) A" for the latter, Il IS represented by the science of 

medlClllc and that of thc \tar~. ft IS worth noting that hl~ dIvisIOns certainly 

parallcl al-Shafl'I\ Op1l110n, quotce! by hlm, "that science has two branches: the 

sCIence of Icgal doctrinc WhlCh ha" to do wllh religious problems {adyan] and 

the scicncc of Illcdieine which has to do with [human] bodies {abd/in}; any 

study that goe~ beyond 1 the~e sciences] is only a method of attracting an 

audlcnce. "·\4 

41Ibld., p. 23 {6}. In thls C011leXl, wl1.lt he rneans by the sClcnce of stars is pcrhaps 
Astrology. 

42Ihld .• p. 23 {6) Qll,lalJ IS Ihe dIrection toward Meeea III Muslim praycrs. In this 
contcxl. Ihe sClcnce 01 thc stars Illeans Astronomy. 

43So f.lr his allilude to the !'>clcncc.., or mcdlclfle and the Mars is conccmed. he docs not 
tot.llly rCJcct the !'>C1cncc!'>, !'>II1CC to sorne extcnt he rcah/es th al Muslillls can take 
advantagc 01 Ihcm for thc pllrpose 01 rcligJOus dutJe~ Il seClll'l ta bc sure that sueh an 
a!lltude C.\I1 abo bl' .Ipplicd to other non-rcliglou!'> sClenccs whlch hc does not mention 
such a.., l11atllL'mal1c~ and cllcllllstry. The lact that he mentIons only the scicnces of 
I11cdlCIIll' and Ihl' stars IS pcrh.lp~ hccau!'>c orthe popularity ofthesc sciences in his cra. 

44Ihid .• p 24 (7) 
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B. Further Discussions 

A further examination I~ nece~sary to eluCldate ~omc a~pl:çts of al-

Zamlijï's Ideas on knowledgc. Ilis attitude toward the signifil'ancc of 

knowledge, his attention to CamI. hls empha~l~ on Islanm: JlIri"'pnldcIlCC. fu/Il. 

his concem with medical ~CICllce a\ weil a\ with a~troJlot1ly, and hls applOach to 

the classification of knowlcdgc iUC tho\e whil'h ~tlllllllaic dl\CllS~I()n Whilc 

considering classical and medlcval Mu~llln 1Illcllcctuais ~lJch a~ al-Fmahl. al-

Ghazalï45 and Ibn Khaldiin, Ihls cxamination will attempt 10 pCrcClvC the 

problems of Muslim learning 111 the light of mecheval Mll\h1l1111~lory 

1. The Excellence of Knowledge (CJlm) 

AI-Zarnujï's attitude concernmg the excellence ofknowkdge for human 

life, both because of human nature and becau,>e of human necc~~lIy, i~ in lact, 

not umque A pom! which ~holiid he kept 111 mllld I~, howcvcr, that his 

arguments in regard to this conccrn arc purcly IcllglOlI'>, wlth the tradJlJo!l of hi~ 

predccessors <l\ hl~ refcrcnce~. l'hl'> altJtudc ~ccm\ to ,>how the lendcncy of 

Muslim Tradiuonah~b (1l1n~t") of hl~ l'ra, ncglectlJlg to a con'>ldcrahlc cxtcnt, 

the signiflcance of the rational approach. ft 1'> clcar whcn hl\ approach 1'> 

compared to such ~cholar~ as al-Ghazalï and Ihn Khaldun whmt.: Hka,> 

45A study dcaling more exdu,>ively wllh a ... pect ... 01 Icarnlflg In Iighl 01 al-(;h<l/all\ 
thoughts IS bcing in il procc~,> 01 complcllOn hy my kllow \ludent, Ha\an A"an, undcr 
supervision al Dr. Donald P. LIttle, 10 pur,>ue hl~ MA dcgrcc ln llle In,>Ululc 01 hl.uTllc 
Studics, McGl1I UnlveNly. Accord11lg lo hlm, lhe "Iudy cxarTllnc~ lhc prohJcm 01 
knowledge and pracl1cal a ... pect,> of Icarnmg ,>uch a.., the rclallon..,tllp hclwcCII lcacher 
and ~ludcnl, by cmploying relevanl works 01 al-Gha/<lIL 
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concernmg the :-'Ignlficance ofknowledge to human beings are presented below. 

AI-GhillalJ I~ one of the great Mu~hm ~cholar~, the predecessor of al-

ZarnUJI, who provldc~ 1I~, 111 dcaltng with the prohlems of knowledge, both 

rcliglOu~ and loglcal cVldcncc. Insofar ali hb philosophical approach is 

conccrncd, knowkdgc 1'> ..,igntflcant, not only when Jt i~ compared with other 

atlnhlltc~ of (Jod, hut al,>o 111 It..,clf. Knowledge, ~ay~ al-Ghazalï, "IS in ltself an 

ah~ollltc c>..ccllence, apart l'rom any attributIon IlofGodl1 It is the description 

of Ci()(l\ perfecllon, and throllgh lt the angel~ and prophet~ were imbued with 

honor."46 Furthen1lOrC he arguc<, that knowledge: 

... i.., 111 1 belf dehghtful and therefore sought for its own 
1 mtrin:-'Ic value 1, and you wou Id abo find It a way whlch leads to the 
hereaftcr and It~ happlne ... ~. and the only means whereby we come 
clo..,c to God 

The gl eate~t aChlCVC1l1ent 111 the opinton of man IS etemal 
happinc~~ and the 1110:-,t excellent thll1g 1:-' the way which lcads to IL 

Thl.., happlIlc..,.., wIll never bc attained e>..cept through knowledge and 
work.~, and worh arc llnpm~lble witholll the knowledge of how 
thcy arc donc. The ha~l~ for happincss In UllS world IS knowledge. 
Of ail WOI b lt Il k.nowledge Il i:-" therefole, the most excellent.47 

Meanwhlk, Ion Khaldlll1, who floun:-,hed abOlit two centuries after al-

Zatnup, ICl'ognli'C'" thc abduy of the hUl11all belllg to ~earch for knowledge. His 

l'OllCCrn \VIth tlll'> plohlcl11 1'> apparcnt III several sectton:-, of hl~ Muqaddimah. 

Iii.., Idca, al'l'Oldlllg tn Rab Naw:!7 MalIk, I~ that "what dl~tingUlshes man from 

othel hV11lg hClIlg"', hc !'>ay"', 1:-' hl~ thlllking capacity and inquisttiveness. Man's 

ahility ln thmk.. L'oupkd WIth hl" L'uno~Ity, enablc~ h101 to investigate, discern, 

-thAI·(llla/.liI, /\11.1/> ,J/-'l/Ill 711(' Roof.. 0/ Knowlcdgc, trans and notes by Nabih 
AIllIll F.IIl~ (Lahllll' S Il l''tuhamm.ld Ashral. n d ). P 25 

471hld ,p 2h {SI 
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and discover."..tH MalI\.. adds that "It 1'\ Ills (man\) itlqUl ... ltiwlll'~'" that Cll'atl'~ 

in him the dCSlfe to under~tand thlllg ... and acqulIe more \..nowll'dgl' '1'0 hlullt 

man's ablhty to renect and llll]uire. Ibn Khaldun a ... selt~. i~ to vlotale hlS naIUIC. 

thus preventll1g hUll from achl\:vlIlg what hl' IS ablc tn adul'vl'. "49 

In the words of Allah SchkJfcr, Il I~ ~~\ld that:. 

Accordll1g to Ibn Khaldun. man 1'" ~et ap:ut l'rom the lower stages of 
Allâh's creatlon~ by hb abdity 10 Ihm\.. Through Ihl~ ahdity and tlV' 
exbtence of the soul, he IS able to l110ve towards the world of the 
angels, the essence of whlch IS purc perception and absolule 
intellectIon. It i~ the world of the angel~ WhlCh glVC~ the ),oul pOWCI 

of perception and motIOn. 'iO 

Moreover, Schlelfer concllldes th al : 

Ibn Khaldun present), man as the focal point of the UJIIVCISC. But, 
man before he reache~ the ~tage of dlscerning intellect, IS '.II11ply 
matter 1:' as mllch a~ he l~ Ignorant of ail knowkdgc '1 hrough 
knowledge, he reache ... the perfectIOn of lm. 1'01111. Il I~ thc 
dl~ceming intellect, the God-glven ahillty 10 tlUllk, wlllch cnahle lllall 
to arrange aCl10n ln an ordcrly, loglcal manner. 'i 1 

2. The Connection of Knowledge (Cflm) and Action (CAmI) 

As ta CamI, al-Zarnlljï ~eems to regard il a\ a ... Landald 01 the quallly of 

knowledge which the ~tudent ~hOllld ~earçh for Eveil though he lJICl1tl()ll~ III 

his Taclïm only a lirl11ted numhcr of sdcnce ... , l'rom hl ... explanatloll 11 1 ... dear 

that the more practlcal a knowlcdge the more It 1'> necc,>,>ary that It he ~tudlcd. 

48Malik. The DcvcJopmcnt, pp 70-71 

49lbld, P 71 

50Aliah Schlclfcr, "Ihn Khaldün\ Thconc,> of Pcrccpllon. Logre. and Kllowkdgc," 
The Islan1le Quartcrly 34 2 (1990). P 93 

51 Ibid, P 98 
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Thl~ notion i~ to ~ome dcgrcc comparable to that ~et forth by al-I;Iujwiri (d. 

567/1171) : "knowlcùgc 1<., ohligatory m ~o far a~ it is requisne for acting 

nghtly. God condcmn~ tho,,>c who lcam u,,>clc,,>~ knowledge."52 The question 

of the dcgrcc tn whlch cllm and camI Interrclate ha~ actually been a stimulating 

I~sue in the hl,,>tory of MlI~lim learning. 

Al-Khatïh al-Baghdadî (d. 463/1071) regards action (CamI) as "the only 

po~slhle way 'to Iay in provl~ion,,> for the Last Day' and attain salvation."53 In 

hi~ notIon, knowlcdge require,,> actIon Ibn BaJJah (d. 533/1138), in percclvmg 

the Illter-relatlOlI bdwecn the IWO, tjllote,> cAhd al-Rahman Mu~ammad al-

'AlIhl (<1 22H 1\.11 ) tha! "the end of thinkmg is the heglOning of action and the 

end of aClIon 1"> the hcglllI1lng of thll1k1l1g." 54 MlI~hm thinkcrs 111 general, 

however, con~ldcr knowlcdge (ellm) hlgher than action (CamI). There are five 

rca.,()n~ whlch ~lIpport the argument of the superiority of knowledge: 

1. Knowlcùge wIlholit action i~ an action, whcrea~ actIun without 
knowledgc I~ not an action, 2. knowiedge withou! actIon may be 
USCflll, whcrea~ action withollt knowletige is not useful; 3. 
knowlcdgc 15 nccc.,.,ary. and actIon fo11ows it hke a lamp (which is 
a~ nC'cc~~ary a~ IS knowlcdgc, If there is to be light, or, like as a 
~hadow fo11ows the hght of a lamp ?); 4. scholars hold the same 
rank as the prorhet~; and 5. knowledge cornes from God, whereas 
action COI11e~ from human hClI1gs.55 

Ibn al-M uqaffa' (d ellca 139/757) says that "knowledgc is the soul 

wllIlc action 1'1 the body, knowlcdgc I~ the foundatIon while action is the branch; 

52(1 F von C;lllllchalllll, "Mu~lim World VICW and Mu~lim SClcncc," Oncns 17 
(1<J64),p361 

53Roscnthal, Know/cdgc, p 248 

5411m Ballah, "AI-Wuqül laid al-cAqI." In Rusa'Ii Ibn BlIjJilh al-lUihïyah, cd. by 
MaJld Fakhn {Ikimt Dar al-N.lhr, 19Mn. p. 108 

55Ro~cnth.ll. KIIOH /cdgc. p 249 
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knowledge IS the parent whlIe action lS the chlldren; and 111 kllowlcdge 

inclu~ively exi~ts action whlle \11 action knowkdgl' does Ilot automatlcally 

exist."56 In other word~ he ~ays: 

One's action on a matter of winch he hllllSe\f 1'\ Ilot aware that lt I~ 
false is fancy while the latter Îs the cpidcll1H: of VlltUt". Onc's 
avoidance of ail action on a matter which he hllmelf dors Ilot 
understand that it is right lS careles~ness whlie the lallcr is cpldcll11C 
of religlOn; One\ engagement courageoll'\ly in a matH.'l whkh he 
himself is not aware of whether Il is right or l'abc is fancy of intellect 
(rcason).57 

Meanwhtle, al-Ghaâïh. a~ noted by Rosentha!. hohb Ihal "knowlcdgc 

was llldeed 'the l'Oot of mots,' for "actIon l'an take on fon11 (ylJt"~ilWwé,r) ollly 

throllgh knowledge of the manner 111 Ilrcspect toll WhlCh the action is to he 

undertaken," and there is also sOllle knowlcdge, !'>uch as the knowlcdgc ofGnd 

and His attnblltcs and Hi!> ange1:-" which ha,> !Iollung 10 do wllh al'llon. !l'iX 

Nevertheless, he I~ COIl~lstellt in cmpha~i/lng the connccllon of Ihe Iwo, r,/m 

and CamI, in order to gal/1 happll1e~ ... wllll:h 1'> no dl)uhl '>(llight by holh IhL 

ancients and more modern peopk. Açcordlllg 10 hlll1, knowkdgc ("lm) ncct!:-, a 

measurement (micYiIr), dl~t1nglll~hlllg Il l'rom other actlvllle~ will le acl10n ('"ml) 

!lis a criterion (miziin) whlch will detcrmine 111 a 11ICH] and ."'UCCI/lci manner, 

rising above pa~~lve Imitation (lélqlid) and ~l1mlllg al dCll1on~tratlve ccrtalllly, 

56cAbd Amïr Shams al-Oïn, A/-Flkr a/-TarlJélWï CllId:/ /lm :1I-MuCfa/l,/', ai-la/lit, 
'Abd al-f:Iamid al-Kfilib (Bcirul Dar al-lqra J

, ItJX';), p 165 Compare with 
Hlppocratcs's opmlOll' "Knowlcdge 1:-' the ... pmt, and aCllon 1'> the hody Knolwedgc l~ 
the root, and actIOn IS the hranch Knowlcdge 1'> the falher, and acllo/1 1'> the chJld 
Action came about becau'>e therc wa<; J."nowlcdgc Knowlcdgc tM not come about 
bccausc lhcrc wa~ aClIon." Ro ... enth.t1, Know/cdgc, p 24tJ 

57Ibld 

58 Al-Gh,lI:alï, MI/Iïn a/-t.Am/, p ln, quoled ln Ro ... cnthal, Krww/cdJ;c, p 249 
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'that (type of) action conducing to happllle<;~ and distinguishing it From that 

whlch conducc ... to wretchcdne ... ~."'ic) 

Simllarly, H I~ Intcre ... ting to note that Abu I:fanïfah, in addition to 

pOIntIng out, a~ al-Zarnüjl Indicate~, that "the purpose of lcarning is to aet by 

H," addrc ... ~c~ a rather dIf"fcrcnt opll1ion In hl~ Kltiib al- c AlIm wa al-Muta ca/lim, 

"that camul I~ the corollary (ti/bu C) of cllm ; c,lm WIth a httle camaI is better 

than Ignorance wlth much '<lmal."w ft is also intercst1l1g to note an opinion from 

il Süfi mastcr of the late twelfth centurj, Abu al-Najïb al-Suhrawardï (d. 

1171/1 lM\) who ~lIggc:-.tcd that : 

Thrrc i~ a ~aying : "He who Iistens with his ears will relate fwhat he 
ha ... lcarned 1, he who hsten with hi~ heart will prrach, and he who 
praCl1ce~ what he ha~ lcarned i~ gllided and gives guidance." There 
I~ anothcr ... aymg: "c1l111 call~ out praxis, but If the latter does not 
rc~pond, cllm will go away."61 

3. Islamic Law (Fiqh) as a Supreme Subject 

Another :l'lpcct of al-Zarnujï\ ideas on knowledge lS that he obviously 

promotes the knowblgc of J..,1:\Il11c Jun~prudeTlce, fiqh, as a ~upreme subject of 

le<lllllng To l'l~call, Ill ... ~Iglllficant to notice the ernphasis of Mu/.1ammad b. al-

I.la~an Abu 'Abd Allah whlch al-Zarnujï quotes: 

1. Lram, for lcarllll1g 1:-' an adornment for him who possesses it, a 
vlrtue and a preface for every prmseworthy actIon. 

59Malld 1-aJ..lu)', 1:'(/IJCill /'l'l'Olle., 111 /o,Ia11l (Lcltlcn E J. BIlII, 1991), P 194. 

hOJoseph SCh.lCht. "An E.lIly MurCiLllc Trcall~c /he K IUT/) al-LAlim W<l al-Mula'allIm," 
One1/.' 17 ( 196 .. n. r 104 

hl Ahu al .. N.lllh .tl-Sulu awardl. KI/lb i\(w, ilf-Murïdln, LI Sufj Rule of NovIces, trans. 
and mil Ily Mcnahelll M IIson (Ctmbridgc' Harvard Universlly Press, ] 975), p. 41. 
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2. Profit each day by an 1Il\:re:lst' of karl1lng and !\Wllll III the !\cas 
ofbeneficlal knowledge. 

3. Glve yourself up to the study of jurisprudencc. for the 
knowledge of junsprudence lS the best guide 10 piety llnd 
fear of God, and it IS the ~tn\1ghtest path to the goal. 

4. It is the sign leading nn to the way~ of proper gUIdance: il IS thl' 
fortress whll'h ~ave~ lonel l'rom aIl hardslllp. 

5. Venly, one godly person verset! 111 .Iun,>prudellcC' IS more 
powerful again~t Satan than a thollsand Inrdinary 1 
worsh i pers. (12 

AI-Zarnüjï ex.plains the term. fiqh. by quotll1g Abü 1.lanifah's opilllon 

that it "is a per~on's knowledge of hi~ rq;:hts and dutlc~."()~ ln his c1ahoration, 

the contents of fiqh arc of somc slIbjccts such as !ltual praycr. fa~ting, lcgal 

ahus and major ptlgnmagc to Mccca as weil as commerœ [:'CJ/} is knowlcdgc 

pertaming to legal obhgatIon~. 

In the classlcal period of Mlishm hlstory, it was known that fi<Jh as a 

body of knowledge did not dcvelop until thc clllcrgellœ of 1~lal1l1c "l'hool ... of 

law. The fact that al-ZarnüJl rcfer ... tn Abu l,Ial1lla I~ li plOof that he 1 ... awarc 01 

the development of thl~ ~lIb.lcct (liljh) ~IIlCC Abu Ilarllfa I~ a greal ,>chol:u 01 

early penod to whol1l thc ,>chool of 1.1anafitc ha~ bcen a~cnhcd Ahu Ilarllfa\ 

opinion repre~ents, thercforc, the nature of thl~ ~lIhject 111 the heglllmng 01 liS 

rise. In additIOn, al-Zarnü.lÏ rcfer~ aho to al-Shiïfrli, anothcr grcat ~ch()lar of the 

classical period, to whom the ~chool of ShafllHc ha ... hcen a ... cnbed When al-

Zarnüjï recogl11ze~ al-Shafïq\ dlvl~ion ... of knowJcdgc, lt .,ccrn,> to he ccrtmn 

that he is aware of al-ShITflC1\ Opl/l10n of the ~uh.lcct of fll/h. 

62AI-Zamüjï, Ta clim , p 22 {6-7}. 

63Ibid, p. 24 {H} . 
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Nowhere I~ al-Shfifi'î\ explanation of the knowledge of fiqh more 

important than in hl), aJ-RlsiiJah, where it is postulated that legal knowledge 

con~ist~ of two kwd ... : "one i~ for the general public, and no sober and mature 

pcr~on ~hould he Ignorant of Il''64 According to al-Shafi'i, this type of 

knowledge I~ mcntioncd m thc QurJiïn and may exist popularly among 

Mu~lim~. Thl~ knowledge "admlls of error neither in its narrative nor in its 

intcrpretation; Il b not pcn11l~~iblc to que~tion it. "0'; He glves sorne examples: 

That daIly praycr<.i arc flve, that men owe it to Gad ta fast the month 
of Ramadan, to make the Pllgnmage to the 1 sacred 1 House 
whcncvel thcy arc able, and ta 1 pay 1 the legal alms in their estate; 
that Ile IGodl has prohlbued usury, adultery, homicide, theft, [the 
drillkmg of! wme, and leverythingl of that sort which He has 
oblIgated men to comprchcnd, ta perforn1, to puy In their property, 
and to ah~tam from 1 hecau<.ie 1 He has forbidden it to them.66 

As for the ... econd kllld of flqh. al-Shiïflcï suggests that "It consists of 

the det'Illcd dutJe~ and rllle~ obligatory on men, concerning which there exists 

nelthcr il tex! III the Book of God, nor regarding most of them, a sunna. 

Whellcvcr a Sil Il Il:1 eXlsts 1 in thls case 1. it is of the kind related by few 

allthoritlc~, not hy the public, and is subject to different interpretations arrived at 

byanalogy."67 

Nevcrthele!\s, bcsJ(lc~ these two kinds of fiqh, al-Shüficï recognizes 

another type dcrivcd from a narrative (khabar) or analogy. AI-Shaficï states: 

"The puhlIc I~ II1capahlc of knowing thls kind of knowledge, nor can aIl 

MMuhamm.ld Ihn h!Iis al-Shaliq. <11-R!"aJah, trans and note by Madjid Khadduri 
lC'amhridgc The hlal11lc Tcxts Soclcty. 1 %7), p. 81. 

65Itm! . p H2 

(i('lbld .. P 81 

(711))(1 . P 82 
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specialists obtain it. But those who do obtain Il ~hould Ilot all neglectlt. If ~ome 

can obtain Il, the others are rcheved of the dut)' lof ohtallling HI. but Ihuse who 

do obtain it will he rewarded. "liS '1'0 enhance Ill~ argument, he Idel"., 10 the 

dut y Ofjlhiid il11po~ed by God 111 Ihe Qur~an a~ well a~ ullcn:d by 1 il~ prophct. 

"The dut y of !jIhad], holy war, i~ a collcctlve Iklf11yaj dUly dttfcrcnt flom lhal 

of prayer: Those who perform Il 111 the war agalllsl the polythei~ls will fuI fil the 

dut y and receive the supererogatory menl, therehy plcvcntlllg thosc who have 

stayed behind t'rom falling II1tO l'l'roI'. "Ill} 

Meanwhilc, al-Khwanzmï (tlollri~hed 356-3X7jl)75-()X7) II1dllde~ mlhe 

knowledge of tïqh eleven ~ubjccl:-" the fOllndauon" 01 blallllc law (11:";11/-.11-

fiqh) , state of punty (aI-!aJwr:lh), ntual prayel ~ UJl-:'iu/./t). fa "uug (.J1-~iI\VI/I), 

legal alms (al-zakiih), major pllgnmagc (:l/-h:uJJ and il'> 1 • .'ondIlIOn'i, ~alc 

tran~action (al-bayC), marnage (<lI-nikaM, blond-molley (:lI-dly"h), lawful 

share (a l-fariçJah) , and rare matler" (al-naw;/cfIr J.70 A 11()lh~r M U"llIll "l'hol"" 

CAbd al-Ba~it al-cAlmawï explall1~ Ihat· 

Fiqh is a science concernmg the dctaib of holy law, whlch i~ 
fonnulated on the basis of detail proofs, both ascnbed ln the QurJan 
as weil as lJadith and developed hy Juri"ts who use œrla1l1 rnclhods 
to interpret the text~. The sCience contains ail a~pccl~ nI' blanllc law 
derived from the QurJan, f:Iadilh, Ijm:ic (C()n~cn~lI"), QlyiJ .... 
(analogy) or other hlam!c Juridical approachc" hqh allm al 
directing Mu~hm~ to undertake GOd'~ ordcr and 10 avold whal Ile 
forbid~ in order that he gain advantagc" ln bolh lhl.: nexl IIle and 
today'~ world 71 

68Ibld. 

69Ibid., p. 84. 

70Sce al-Khwan.l..mï Muhammad Ibn A~mad Ibn Yü,>ul, M"nlfill :II-L( Ilum, l.:d hy 
Ibrahïm al-Abyan (Bclrul. Dar al-KIWh al-LArahl, 1 l)!{l), pp 19-40 

7tcAhd Basï~ al-cAlmawÎ, éll-Mucld fi Adél/) éll-Mufid W;I <l1-Mu ... ta/ul, cd hy Shallq 
Mut)ammad ZayLilr (Bclrul. Dar Iqra', 1986), p 7H /'()J anOlhcr mcanJllg olliqll, '>te 
Abü l:iayyan al-Tawhïdï, "R",alah li alAJlLim," cd hy M.lre Bcrgl.:, III Hu/lcl1n 
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Glvcn thc ... e ... ugge"'!Ion ... , Il 1 ... under ... tood that the ... cience of fiqh deals 

wllh ail a"'pcch of rchglOu", acl1vlllc" which Mu~lim~ are obhged to perform. 

FICJh accordll1gly prov)(k ... Mu"llIm wllh a complete ~et ofrulc~ on which their 

practlœ ... Illu"t he ha"cd '1'0 truc Mu"llIll'>, none of thelr everyday life acuvIties 

are aC!lVIlIC\ n:rnoved frolll/lqh. Conccrnlllg thl~ behef, it i~ no wonder that al-

ZarnU)l p/Oll1ote,> {/(/h a" the ~upremc \'llhJect for Mllslim learnmg. 

SOIllC remarh on the nature of hlam itself will also elucidate this 

problcm Ewn Ihollgh the core of Islam, a~ wIlh other great religions, lies in 

tht' hclld 111 God (Ihe IIH:ologICal a\pecl), il~ e"pre~sion I~ ObVlOusly colored 

hy 1 Il f1t1! ca 1 :I\peCh (fiqh) "blamlc relIgIOn is characterized by the prominence 

of Iegal cOIll'epl1on 111 11\ ~y~tcl11' The ~harJCa, or holy law, IS its very essence, 

and fil/h, or rclIgloll'" Illmprlldcnce, is Jts science (Ci/m) par excellence."72 In 

likc mannel, Mak.(h'>l ~tle ... \c,> that "Islam IS fir~t and foremost, a nomocracy. 

The highe~t expIC~"'lOll of Ih gelllu", to he found In It~ law; and its law IS the 

~OllfCC of kgllllnacy for othcr e"pre~~ion~ of Jts geniu~. "71 

ln the wonb of Jo,>cph Schacht, "hlamic law IS the epltome of Isiamic 

thollght, the mo\t typlcal mallife~tatIoll o~ the Islamic way of life, the core and 

the kerncl of hlam Il~df."74 ft is said by lN.D. Anderson that "for centuries 

the law ha~ helll a paramoullt place in the clvilizatlon and ~tructure of the 

d'l:l/ldc.' Oncn(ale.. 1 H ( 196 ~), r 29S and Abï al-I;hl,>an al-Husaynï al-Jurjanï, AJ­
'/';1'(7/:/1. cd hy 'Atx! R,lhm[ln 'Umayrah (BClrut. 'Alam al-Kutub, 1987), p p.216. 

72S \) (Illitelll. "The BIflIJ-lIoul of Mu"llln Law," 111 hl., SIl/dIeS in IsJwnIC HlSlory 
./I1l1111,(1l1ll101l\ n.cldcn E J BIlII, 19(6), P 126 

7 ~(Il'OI~C M,lkdl~l. 111t' RISC of Col/cgc., InstitutlOlIs of Lc,mlIl1g 111 Islam and the 
Wc., ( (Edmbulgh Thl' llnl\'cl\lty 01 Edlllhurgh Pr('~s, 1981), p. 8 

74 J(hl'ph Sch,lcht. lnlrodllt'(lOlIto 1.'/;1TI1/L' Li/w, (Oxford Clarendon Prc~s, 1964), p.l. 
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Muslim World. at least 111 the hlanllC Ideal." hlamic law. l'nIHlIllH~~ Andcr~on. 

"covers every aspect of !Ife and cvcry field of law -lIltcrn,uional. con~titllI10nal. 

admi.listrative, cnminal, CIVIl. famlly, pel ... onaI. and rchgllHI~ In ,lddl\lnn. il 

covers an cnonnOliS field whlch wou Id not bc Il~garded a~ la\\' at ail 11\ any 

modern c1a~~lfIcal1on."7'i Accordlllgly, ChaIlc., J Adam, ,ay" "I ... lam ha~ 

often been callcd a re!lpon of law."76 Meanwlule, oh~elvlllg the QurJallic 

attitude to law, GoiteIn agalll notes: 

In any case, if one conslders its (i.e. the QurJanic) ~lIhjcct-11lattcrs to 
its mere essenœ, llnder the five malll headings of preaching, 
polemics, stones, allu~lon~ to the Prophet's lIre, and kgl~lal1on, one 
will reach the cOnc111~I()n that proportlonate1y thc Koran doc!-.l'ont:lm 
legal matenal no Ic-;., than the Pentatellch, the 'l'mah, wlllch is 
known ln world luerature a., "the Law "77 

Consldering the ahove rcmarks, il 1<; not ~llrprislllg that al-Zarn1I.11 

promotes the subject of fiqh as a rehgious scicnce which the studcnt should 

learn in high esteem. 

4. Sciences of Medicine and of the Stars 

As for al-Zarnüjî\ dl.,cll~~lon on the ~llhJect!-. of medlclIlc and 

astronomy, it seems to be ~llre that his Idca portrays the Mmlim attItllde~ olim 

era to the development of the:-,e two \lIhjcct\. Il ~hol1ld he kept In mllld that 

classically Mu~ll1m identlflcd foreign ~CleIlCC" ('Ilm al-:/w:JJ/I), wJ\h WllICh 

medical ~clence and a~tronoll1y arc c1a~"lflcd, In contra-.t to the rellglou., 

75J.N D. Anderson. "Law <\<; a Social Force in hlamlc Culture and III\tory", JJlIllc(1II 
01 the School 01 Onenl,1/ ;lnd Alncan StlldIC.,> 20 (1957), pp 11-14 

76Adams, "The h.lamlc Rehglous Tradition," p 577. Sec al~o G JI Bou\quct and 
Joseph Schacht, cd..,., Sclcctcd Worh 01 C. Snouck /llIrgroll)c (Lcldcn E J Bnll, 
1957), p. 48. 

770oitem, "The Binh-Hour," p 12H 
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"'Clcncc ... , namcly Iho ... e whlch arc claimed as denved from the QurJan and 

"'lamie TradulOn .... 7X ft 1\ rccogmzed that both the ~clcnce of medicine and that 

of the ~tar~ arc not hlamlc in orig1l1. However, apart from the lasting 

controvcr ... y, thcy enjoycd, to a certain degree, a great de al of attentIon from 

Mu:-.hm rulcr:-. and the ma:-...,c.., A number of hospItah and clinics were founded 

to providc hoth mcchcal \crvlce and mcdlcal tcachmg. 

In\ofar as blamlc tradltlon:-. are \:oncerned, 11 was indicated that 

Muhammad\ tradllion:-. "contalll medlcal advice together WIth a variety of other 

subjcct:-., hut 11\ Influence on Muslim mcdicine seem~ to have been almost 

nll "7') Morcovcr, Ibn Khaldun hold:-. that there is no need to practice the ruies 

of mcdlcal ~clence, hecause "the prophet's mission was to make known to us the 

prescriptlon~ of the Divll1c Law, and not to instmct us 111 medicine and the 

<':01111110n practlce:-. of ord 111 ary lite." He continues: 

One I~ then under no ubllgation ... to believe that the medical 
pre~cnptions handed down even II1 allthentic traditions have been 
transl11lttcd to us as rlllc~ which we are bound to observe; nothl11g in 
Ihc~e tradllion:-. inc;;cates that this IS the case. It is however true that 
If one IIkc\ 10 employ these remedJes with the object of earning the 
(hvine bless1l1g, and If one takes them with sincere faith, one may 
derive flO1I1 them great advantage, Ihough they fonn no part of 
I11CdlClIle properly so-called.xo 

7HConcellllllg 1111:-' plOhlcm, see S Pilles, "What Was Original in Arabie Science," in 
SCICIIlIIic ('IWllgC, cd by A.C Cromble (London: Heinemann, 1963), pp. 181-205; 
AI~o, J L Bregglcn, "lslamlC Acquisition of the Foreign Sciences: A Cultural 
Perspective," Till' Amcl1c<l1l JOUl1wl of Namlc Socwl SClCnccs 9 (1992), pp. 310-325. 

79Ayd in Mehmed Saylli, "The Institutions of Science and Learning in the Moslem 
World," DI~~CI1,IlI()n (Harvard. Harv,ml UllIvcrsIty, 1941), p 79 

SOIhld ,p sn 
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In practice, however, Mushm Illstory r~cnnb th~ tlourishlllg of thls 

science under the mie of blanm: reg\l11e~. Utihtarian and pragmaul' n~a~on~ l'un 

by no means reJect the nece,,~ity of it Aydin Mehmcd Saylh ohselvl'~ that: 

The prophet and the tïr~t cahph'> WCle treatl'd hy Il:\lath Ibn Kalada 
al-Thaqafi (d.c. bS()) who, accord1l1g 10 ,>ome \nUlçe~, had ~tudkd 
in Jundïsapür. ImpOltant and contll\1I0ll:-' mtlw.:ncc lIpon blam l'tOm 
Jundl~âpür started, howcvcr, onl)' uunng the relgn of the Abbasld 
caliph Harun al-Ra~hïd (7XX-X09) E:u 11er, the llmayyad callphs 
had patromzed the hest phy~Îl'Ian~ avallahle III Akxandna and III 

other culturally prominent center~ of Syna and Iraq. Llke the 
Sasaman and early AbbaSld monan:hes, the Umayyad cahph~ also 
seem to have sought the services of some doctor~ who had il 

knowledge of Hindll mcdlcine; Banmlk. who wa~ a Buddlm.t. was 
called to Dama~clls to the court of cAhdulmühk. Il was WIth the 
cAbbasid rule, howevcr, that Indtan and e<;pc('lally Greek Influcnces 
began to ennch the medleal knowledge of blam at il fa~t pace Xl 

KhwaJa Kamai-lld-Din ~lIgge~ts that MlI~lllm 111 llll'dleVal hl"tory "dld 

great servIce to medlcal science In ail tt~ hranchc~, and whdc non-MlIslcms 

went to the ~hrine of one ~aint or another lo he curcd nt lhclr ailmenh, lhe 

Muslems went to hospltal~ for trcatmcnt. Hmpllab and a..,ylum\ wlth capa hie 

nurses and able physlciam ~pread cvcrywhcll: III the early MlI..,ltm EmpIre. In 

Baghdad alonc there were X64 Itccn"cd phY'>ll'lan.., "X2 SlIllIlarly, Char\c~ 

Michael Stanton consider~ that "hlamlc cnntnbllt!on" ln Illedicille were 

monurnental- a~ eVldcnced in the many volumes wnttcn hy notcd phy~lcian~ of 

the classical penod, lIlc1uding Ibn Sina, al-Rüzl. and Ibn Ru~hd." Stanton 

continues that "their concept of the phy~icIan\ role went hcyond the Illcchanical 

81 Ibid., p. 76 

82Khwaja Kamal-ud-Dm. Islam and C/VII//.éJllOn (Lahore. The Workmg Mo\!cm 
Mission, ] 931). pp 53-54 . 
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trcatment of phY"lcal and mental iIlne~s, but took a holistlc approach that 

incorporated preventIve mcdlclne as weil a~ concepts of hygiene. "83 

Meanwhllc, Ihn JlImayt (d. 594/l19R) gives some reasons for the 

excellence of mcdlcal sCience in connectIon wlth rehgious subjects. He says: 

Mcdlcme\ ohJcctlve I~ to mallltain health in those bodies; and it is 
obvlOu~ that hcalth I~ the noble~t good that those bodIes can acquire 
becall~c the cnjoyment of ail other procurable thmgs, in short, (the 
enjoyment) of thl~ Itfc, I~ attained and accomphshed only through 
hcalth Therefore, the ~age~ ~aid : "Health IS a hidden property 
wlthollt which vl~lble propcrtie~ will not be sound." Thus then, only 
through hcalth can any dced~ of corporal obedlcnce and worship he 
pcrformed. Thercfore, thc right-guiding law join~ the art ofmedicine 
and rchglou" Icarnmg X4 

Evoklllg almo"l the same re~ponse as the science of medicine was the 

sciencc of the ~tar:-,. AI-Zarnüjï'~ attitude to this ~Clence leads us to consider aiso 

thc Muslim re~pon~e ln the course of medieval Muslim history. Like the science 

ofmcdlcll1e, A~lronOl1ly did not onginate WIth Islam. Mul)ammad's Traditions 

even scem to be ncgatlvc 111 ilS perception of the science. It is said in the 

Tradition, 1I11oted hy Ibn Sïn:ï, that "there are two things 1 fear above aIl, 

t'onœrning my people. the hcllef III the ~tars, and their mfidelity (which consists 

H3Chailcs MIchael Stanlon, Hlghcr Lca17llllg mIs/am: the Classlca/ Period, A.D. 700-
130() (Savage, Maryland Rowman & Lltllclicld Pubhshers, 1990), pp. 114-115. 
TranslllerallOn"ale addcd 

H41bn Jumay', Tn'iliise to ~Ça/(TIl ad-DIn on lfle Revlva/ orthe Art or Medlcme, cd. and 
tfans. hy Har1mlll Fahndnch (Wbbaden KommisslOnsvcrlag Franz Steiner GMBH, 
1(83), P 9. More positive rc~ponsc~ 10 this ~clcncc have been also shown in modem 
work~ sllch ,IS Syed lIahlblll Haq Nadvl, McdlCél/ Phllosophy in Is/am and tlle 
Conln/mllOlI.\ 01 MuslIm, te> the Adwmcemenl 01 McdlC,IJ SCIence (Durban: The 
('l'Iller lor "'lal11lc Ncar ,md Middlc Eastclll SWdles, Plannmg and Publication, 1983); 
and Muhamm.ld Sallln Khan, 1.'/aJ1llc MedIcine (London Routlcdge & Kcgan Paul, 
19So) !-tH a ~Iudy 01 IIldlvldual scholars of mediclI1e 111 thc history of Muslim 
clvlli/allOll, ~cc Roscl1lhal, SClellce ,l1ld Mcdlcme 111 hi/am' a CollectIOn of Essays 
(GreaI Bnlalll Vanorum, 199()) 
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of) rejectmg the doctnnc of de"tiny."~5 Ibn Khaldün r~pons annthl'I tradition: 

"those who say 'the mm that wc receivc comcs from the "indne~" nI' Gl)(i and 

from hls IIGodll mercy' belteve in me and do not hdl~VC 1'1 the ~t:\IS: th\)~e 

who say 'the rall1 that wc rl'l'clve comes from a star' do not b~h~v~ 111 Illl' hut 111 

the stars."S6 Addnionally, an e\,treme respon~e to the lI~e of thl~ ~l'Ienl:e 

appears [rom al-Asbahï, a thineenth century Yell1~111 kg.ll scho\;\I, that: 

The rimes of praycr are to b~ round by ob~ervatlon wllh 0111.'\ eyes. 
They are not to be round by the mar"ing~ on an a~tlOlahe or by 
calculation using the sCIence of the astronomer~. The astronnmers 
took their knowledge from Euclid, the Indian a~tronomical tradition 
recorded by the authors of thc Sindhind, as w~l\ as An~totlc and 
other philosophers, and ail of them were mfldcb 1\7 

It is clear that the feason for lcjectlllg the ~clenœ 0\ the \tars I~ IIldeed 

theological, either bccal1~c the sClcnce: lcad~ MlI'>llIll ln helelvc 111 somclhing 

other than God or hacau~e lt wa~ found by non-Mu\l!m ~cholal~. Ilowcver. 

certain theologian~ such as Ibn l.JaJar al-llaytal1l1 and Abu Khayar "wen.: willing 

to believe that God had endowcd nature wlth a quallty '>lIch that a cel1illll 

correspondence eXIsts hetween the cvcnts of the world and the pmillon<; of the 

heavenly bodie~." What they ohJcct 10 I~ the a,>lrologer~ who "hdievcd lJ1 a 

direct influence of the ~tan) a~ the lIndellymg pnnclpk nt a'>lrology "xx 

Ibn Hazm (d. 456/10(4), an Andalu~lan MlI~lirn "dolar of the 

medieval penod, went even farther, that: 

85Sayl li. "Thc hNitutlon'i," pIn 

861bid ,pp 17R-179 ln thl~ tradlllon, the \Clcncc 01 thc \tar~ wa~ dl\couraged !-oInCC Il 
leads the Mm.hm to have bchcf<.; wlch mlght he compele wlth hl\ hellel in <ind ln th", 
context, the ~clencc 01 the ~tar\ wa" Idcnlll Icd a ... A<.,tro(ogy 

87Bcrggren, "blamlc AC4UI~ltI()n," pp 318-319 

88Ibid .• p. 182 . 
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A\tronomy (e/lm al-hay'ah) wa\ di~cussed by PloleOlY, Lunakhas 
before hUTI, thcir foIlowcr<." and earlier, the people of India, 
Nabatacam, and Copt<.,. ft I~ a good, sen~ory (Pissiyy), and 
demon~tratlvc ~clcnce lt con<"l~ts of the knowledge of the celestial 
bodle<." thclr revolUtlon, mtcr<.,cction, po\ltion, and their dIstance, and 
thelr <.,atelhtc<., Th\.! uuhty of thl~ I.,Clcnce b to amve at the pnnciples 
of creation and the maje<.,ty of the wl<.,dom of the Creator, His power, 
HI<., de:-'Ign, and J 11\ will ThiS u111lty I~ a very lofty one, ~pecially for 
matter ... conccrmng the Hcrcaftcr H9 
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COn\ldefing the pnnclple of uUllly, Islam regards pure astronomy as 

u~eful both III ordlllary matter~ pertall1ing 10 the calendar and In the need "for 

the delem1ll1al10n of the day~ of IcligIOU~ ~igniflcance, as weil as for the times 

of rrayer~ and the hegmmng and end of the daily fasting In Ramadan. "90 In 

regard 10 tlm prohlem, Na~r ~uggc"1S lhat· 

The mo"t Important blamlc ao.,tron0l1llcal instrument IS of course the 
a~lrolahc, whlch COIl<.,I~t~ of the stereographlc projection of the 
cclc'\twl :-.phcrc on the plane of the eqllator taking the pole as the 
VICWpOIllt. The cl/'Cle of dcclination and the azil1111thal co-ordinates 
appear:-. on the plate~ of the a:-.trolabe, while the asterisms are on the 
:-pider 01 net. Thl~ multi-funcllonal lI1strument can determine the 
'Iltltude of the ~tal '\, the :'-'llll, the moon, and other planets in much the 
~al11c way a:.-, a <,cxtant or quadrant The astrolabe can aiso be used to 
tcll tllne and to I11ca~ure the hcight of l11ountalI1S and the depth of 
wells 91 

5. The Division of Knowledge 

Finally. wc will dlSCllS:-' al-ZarnüjI's ideas about the classification of 

knowkdgc As mcntioncd abovc. Iw, approach to this problem is practical in 

that he endeavor ... to pnontl7e the ~ub.Jects of learning Similarly, he is 

H9 AG ChCJl1c, IIm Il:l/m (Chicago Kali Publications Ine , 1982), P 155 

90S.\ylh. "'l'hl' In'lltulllms." p 174 

9JSl'yyed lIossdn Na~I.I.~J(/m/(:8CIClJCC (Weslcrham, Kent. U.K: Wctscrham Press, 
1(76),p 118 
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apparently dominated by hi~ conœrn WIth the religlous duBes, wlth WhlCh tïcl" 

deals. Accordlllgly, hl:-' da~~ltÏl'at10n fall~ lIlto t\\'o catcgollcs Whlell are 

prominent 111 the field of IshlllliC JUrisprudence Knowkdge. to al-Zarnull , i~ of 

two kinds' one is that whlch IS obhged to he sought by ail Mu~llIns (nlr~f ':1.\'1,) 

commumty (ummah). 

This classification is in faet not withollt precedent A L'Clltury bcfmc 

him, the great Muslim 1I1telleetual, al-Ghazali, eategort/ed !...nowledge in a 

similar way but wlth a more detalled explanatlon. l-'i.ICl1cal a~ well a~ 

philosophlCal reasons are given in hi~ clahoration. In hi .. KI/ill> al-cl/m, for 

instance, al-Ghaâïlï provides LIS wnh a ~peC\al -:cclion on thi~ matter The 

relating ideas of this problem l'an he abo found III his other wor!..:-. ~uch a:-. 

Mizan al- cAm/,92 MiCyiir ul- cllm,()1 and Ayyuhfl ,11-Willucf'4 

AI-GhazaIï holds that not ail hranches of knowlcdgc 11111:-.t ncecssarily 

be acquired by ail Muslims. There I~ a certain knowledgc that cvcry IIldlvidual 

Muslim should ~eareh for. He rceoglllze~, howcver, that ln dclcrrlllne WhH:h 

knowledge IS obhgatory, Mll~lims fall II1to eontrovcl..,y, ..,uhlcet to thclI own 

concerns. Scholar~ of thcology (tJw/aki!II,1l1un). for It1,>WIlCC, argue that Il 1:-' 

theology, for the rca..,on that Iim knowlcdge dea).., WIth thc plOhlcm of f :1I1h in 

God. Scholar~ of hlamlc JlIri~prudencc abo have Ihclr vlew wlwn al gUlIIg Ihat 

the subject of WhlCh the ~tlldy l~ ohhgatory 1.., the "ciencc of "'Iarllle law, fil/II, 

92AI-Gh:valï, Ml/an al-'Aml (MI'" Matba'al Kurdl~Uln al-tJlmiyah. 112R/I <) 10). 

93AI-Gha/alï, MICylIr al-LI/m li Fann al-Man//(I (MI~r Matoa'al Kurdl ... t'in al­
CIImïyah. 1329/1911) 

94 A1-Ghazalï, 0 DI,>clplc (Ayyufl{l a/- Wa/ad), tram hy Gcorgc /1 Scl1crcr (Bclrut 
Calholic Press, 1951) 
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Occau ... e Il c.:over ... the matter ... of everyday life Gther ~uggestions with their 

... upportlng al gumentatlon aho corne From ~cholar~ of other disciplines such as 

tho ... e interew.:d ln the QurJùnic exege~b (mufa'lSIrün) and thme concerned 

with Muhammad\ TradItlon~ (muIJaddlthün). 

Âpart l'rom thl~ eontrover~y, al-GhazITlï derives his suggestion from his 

divI~lOn of the whole of knowledge On one hand, he emphasizes the division 

of knowledge 1I1tO two malll categone ... : that of mukiishafah, deahng with 

c!-'olenc matter ... , and that of 11111(;Tma/ah, covcnng the ru les of human actions. 

On the other, he pcrcelve~ knowkdgc a~ belng Iwofold: Ihat concerning the path 

approachll1g thc lifc 01 the future (âkhirah) and that pertaimng to worldly 

l1lattcr~. Only under the~e tWlI1 categorie~ can hls suggestion conceming 

knowlcdge hClI1g IHxc..,..,;\IIly ",ollght by a11 Ml1~lim.., he under~tood. 

'1'0 al-Cih;vah tar~1 (<lyn knowledgc I~ that which IS "essential for 

indlvldual ~lIrvlval, wlthlll the frame work of one's beliefs, actions and 

proll1hlllon~ Ill)) Meanwhile, (:/r\1 kIfflyah knowledge IS that which lOis essential 

for the ~llrvival of the sOCiety. Ilowever, Jt ceases to be an indlvldual bindmg if 

certain I1lcmbcr~ of the COmtnuIllty arc performing this aet for the benefit of the 

whole society "llh 

Il I~ worth noting that the cla~~lfication of knowledge into farçJ Cayn and 

Iilrçl J...il;lyuh I~ sull llsed 111 modern tlme. Al-Attas, at least, discusses this 

95Mullawai Ahmad Al1el'!-. and Aira Na~recn Athar, "Educational Thoughl in Islam," 
1Ii1t11dil1(/ [Slill1l}('LJ\ 3' 2 t 19S 1), p. 71 

9()lhld hl! IUIlhel rcadlng'i 01 al-Gha/alI's c1as'illicatIon 01 SClcnces, sec cAbd. Amîr 
Shams al-Dm, ,\1-[·1/...1 iI!-,[iu";Jwi 'lIIeI" fm,Tm "I-G/nl/ali (Belrul' Dar IqraJ , 1985), 
pp ..JO-..J'): .\IlL! lI.lv.1 LI/alu..,- Yalch, S(lIdlC~ ln éI]-G"l!a7/alJ (JcJ1I'ialcm: thc Magncss 
Press, IIK' lIl'1m'\\ L11l1\'l'1 \1I}', 197,)), pp 349-411. 
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problem. The fomler IS lo hirn kmw.:kdge of the prcr('qllislle~ 10 lItldelstand the 

core knowledge WhlCh IS slgllIl'tcant for the indivlduab in hlall11c educatIon. It 

"must reflect the IIlncr hemg of man (1'ü(l. Ilat~. (la/h. and l'./(I/) and hl~ ~pllltllai 

sense."Q7 Includcd 111 tlw, category .ue "UbJCC1S ... lIch a'\ Ihe Ilot Y Qur'an, 

Taw~ïd, l:ladïth, rehgiou\ ~c\cnce!-. (pat1lcularly FIC/M, Ethlc\ and Alahlc. As 

for fan;! kdayah knowlcdgc Il l~ that, of wlm:h the part" have Ix.'en dcployed in 

proportion to the ::.ervlce to self, state and soclcty. lt deab wilh man's physlcal 

faculties and ~enses and IIlcludcs sllch \1lattcr~ a!-. the nallllai. phy~lcal and 

human sClem:e~ a~ welI a~ ae!-.thctio. In hrier. his !-.uggl" ... l1ol1 COIlCl"llIllIg Ihl!-. 

divI~lOn is as follows: 

Islam dl~tlllgll1:~h~~ the qllc~t for two kmds of kl1owledge, maklllg 
the one for the atta1l1ment of knowledgt of the prcn:qul\llC\ of the 
first obhgatory to ail Muslims (i;lr~J '''YIl). and that of the other 
obligatory to ::.omc Muslims only (filr~f klnlyah). and (howevcr) the 
obligatory for the latter can indecd he tram,fcrrcd 10 the fOI mer 
category in the case of tho~c who dccm lhel11~c1ve~ dut y hound ln 
seek It for thelr \elf Improvclllcnl (IX 

To conclude, l'rom the ahnvc th::,clI::,slon dealmg wlth a~pect!-. 01 

knowledge, 11 I~ cIear that al-Zarnu.lî\ contrihution is not dl~tlllCt l'rom that of 

other scholars and IS In Ime WIth a traditional current. Hi.., attItude to the prohlcm 

of knowledge I~ lyplcal in that rdigiou\ factor,>, which are olten denved l'rom 

the wisdom and the expcriencc of hl~ ance'ltor\, play a domlnallt mie Llkcwl~e, 

in telm::. of the c1a..,\lflcatlOn ot ..,ubJccl'. 01 Icalllmg, he achlcvc.., no 

advancement and cven 1'011(1\\'\ the foohtep~ of Il adltIOllal ~cholar.., who had 

appeared bcfon.~ hUll. AI-GhazülI, who\c mllul:ncc\ wcre rccognwlhlc at the 

ume of al-ZarnüJï'~ flollri~hing may be the \cholar of whom hc lOok grcalC\1 

--------------
97 Al-Anas, hjtlm, p 151 

98Ibld., P 79 
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advantagc, dc"'pile the fact that the name of the grcat Muslim intellectual is 

hardly tound ln hl~ Tac/llu . 
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Chapter II 

ASPECTS OF THE METHOD OF LEARNING 

Aspects of the method of learnmg, which will be dl~cu~scd l1l thls 

chapter, are generally divided into two categories. Thc firsl i~ that concefllmg 

ethics consisting of niy:lh (lI1tentlOn), jidd (indllstnou~ne ... s), tmvakJ." /1/ (tru~t 

in God), and bumwh (rc~pect). Basically reltgiolls concept ... whlch ail' appllcd 

in ail aspccb of Musltm life, the ... e virtues 'ihollid hl' clllploycd hy the ~llIdcnt, 

according to al-ZarnuJl, to en force the ploce~,> of learlllng Sccond, the catcgOly 

which deals with technical a~pcct'i of lcaflllllg, ~llch a~ how tn :-.ekct :-.ubJcct 

matters, how to choose a teacher, how to deten11lnc the appropnate fellow­

student to have as a companion, and how the step-hy-~tep procc ... s of Icarnlllg 

should unfold. 

A. Ethical Aspects 

The place of ethics in the field of Mu,>ltm Icarmng ha~ heen weil 

recognized. Two factor~ tend to confirm thls pomt. On olle hand, cthic ... 1'> a 

subject for whlch ~tudcnt~ of Iearning "hou Id ... earch, '>Ince Il rule" the COlldllct 

of everyday IIfe. By ~ccklng knowledgc of cthle,>, throllgh trélllllllg and 

habituatIOn, 111 general, ~tudcnts are cxpcctcd to have goo<! l'haral'ter ... At thi ... 

level, ethic~ implic'i "learnmg and knowlcdge acqlllf<:d for the ... akc of nght 

living." It is "a concept of what a pcr~on ~hoLJld know, he, and do to perfect the 

56 
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art of lIving" 1 In other word ... , ethlc"" as a body of knowledge, "is a reasoned 

account of the nature and grounds of right actions and decisions and the 

rmnc1ple... underlymg the daim that they are morally commendable or 

rcprchcn ... ihlc. "2 

On thc Olher haml, ethic~ i~ crucIal in that it deals with the relationship 

of a ~llIdcnt and hi~ teacher a ... weil a~ with the student's interaction with his 

~llrrollndlf1g. The main conœrn or the Illethod of learmng, among other things, 

IS how to make the relatJomhlp mlltual in the sense that a good understanding 

should o(.:cur hetwcen thClll Seen from the po~Ition oLthc ~tudent, only through 

the plca~urc or Iw. tcacher l'an he partakc 111 the process of leaming !>uch that he 

can takc advanlage of knowledge to the extcnt thal hl~ tcacher makes possible. 

To draw the plca<,urc of hl~ tcacher, however, I~ not an easy ta!>k, and it requires 

an art denved trom lm motivation and hl~ character. If he fails in performing 

this art, a ~tlldcnt can hardly achleve ~llcce~s 111 hb studles. 

A~ dCll1ol1~tI ated earllcr III chapter l, al-Zarnüjï has paid attention to the 

fIrst Icvel, by pOllltlllg out that ethics, together with tawljïd and fiqh, is an 

ohhgatory ~lIb.lect 101 ail MlI<,l!m~ Our coneern hcre IS, howcver, with the 

!\ceond levd wlth whlch paIl of hl'l Tél'lïm dcab. In examimng this aspect, one 

tlung that <,hllllld be borne in mind IS that al-Zarnu.lÏ addresses his suggestions 

eOlll'elllII1g cthleal matlel~ excJll~lvely to the studcnt, rather than to the teacher. 

Tlm glW<, .111 lIl1pll.~<,<'lon that al-ZarnuJl lI\...ely burden~ the student more than the 

1 ha M LapHhl .... "Knowledgc. VII1Ul', and ActIon. the Clas-;Ical Mushm Conception of 
Adah .md Ihe N.llure 01 Relrglou<, Fullïllment ln I~lam," ln Moral Conduct and 
:tut/lOrIty tlle Pli/CC 01 Adal> 111 SOlllll 4.c,mll Islam, cd. by Barbara Daly MClcalf 
(London UI1I\'l'ISlty 01 Calrfomla Pless, 19S4), p 39 

2rvl.IJld F.tkhry. El/Ile,,/ ThcOl1CS 1II/'i/;1111 (Lclllcn E J Bnll, 1991), p. 1. 
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teacher. Ta what extcnt Ihls 1I11prC~~lon I~ concct \\ III ~K'lhaps hl' oh\'wlIS 

through this exammation slI1ce it conslden,. as weil, the npil1loil~ of othl'I 

scholars .. 

There are four main concepts which al-Zarnlljî l'l11pha~lIl'~ II1l'Olllll'l'ltnn 

with the prohlem of etlllc~ as a part of the method of karnlllg Thl''il' fnlll aIl' 

(1) nïyah (ll1tentlon). (2) .Ildd (ll1dll~lnOu~ne~~). (3) t.lH':tJ...J..u/ (tlll~t III 

God), and (4) J;urnwh (respect) Il I~ apparcnt that thc f1l"t thlcc mnl'crn the 

attitudes initiated by the awareness of his own \c1f'; wherea~, the fOllrth pertall1" 

to his attitude gcnerated by hls re~pect of others. These concepts. as WIll be 

discussed below, aS~llme significancc and, as a who\e, conlnbule ln the 

advancemcnt of the student in \earnlI1g. 

1. Intention (Nïyah) 

IntentIOn (nïyt/11) i~ an inncr action, appropnatdy lIndcltaJ..en III Ihe 

heart ofhumankind, Immedwtely preccdlI1g the aClual (phy~ll'al) actIon. J undical 

Islam considers it as bcing a factor whlch deterllllllc" the validlty of the acllon li" 

a whole. MI~Sll1g a nïyah make~ an malllfe~t work le,>~ valuahle and l'vell to 

be con~idercd II1valid MeanwhrIe, once a niy;lh of Iearnrng i,> ,>taled, wllh a 

sincere heart, thl~ mean" that one-tlmd of the dC"ln:d kn()wlcdge ha,> bcell 

grasped, accordll1g 10 al-Shüflll and A~mad Ibn Hanhal' AI-Balhaql (d 

565/116]) malI1tall1~ Ihat an action 1" threefold (1) the hl'arl (Cfillh) from wlllch 

an Intention I~ denved, (2) the lOngue (l1'>élfl) hy whlch the Intelllloll 1\ "taled, 

3Quotcd III Shanq MUDammad Zay-ül, AI-hkr <l1-TmIJ<lw/ 'lIldél ilJ-'!\lmé/W/ (lklnJl 
Dar Iqra', 198(), p. 55 
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and (3) the action ('am1) whlCh J'> in It!'>elf an actual performance of action. 

DIfferent from the other two, howevcr, the action of the heart (nîyah) is by 

Ihclf comldered an act of wor!'>hlp.4 

A tradItion ha,> heen proll1mently cÎrculated concermng the problem of 

11IYilh: "DCl'd,> 1 or:.:: wor~ '> 1 1 arc mea,>ured J by thcir IIltentlOns. ") Another 

tradItIon ,>ay'> that "God (Allah) doc!'> not con!'>idcr your physicaI performance 

(appearancc). Rather, He COIl"lucr~ your heart and your action (work)."6 ]n the 

QurJan, Il I!\ ,>uggc!'>tcd, lII..cwl,>e, that "there b no !'>in for you in the mistakes 

that ye makl' 1IIl1ntl'n!lonally, hut what your he art propme,> (that will be a sin for 

yoU)."7 TllL''>l' qll()ta!lOIl~ dCllotl' the pmJtlon of 1I1tention (nïyah) as a 

dctClllllllilllt facto! mca'lunng the qualuy of actIon IntentIOlllS thus !'>igniflcant, 

not only 111 enhancllIg the vahàuy of actIon, but abo in JlIdging the value of il. 

The reliance of a good work on a !'>ound intention JS in no circumstances 

dCllIable. Il I~ thu ... not impo""lhle that an actually good work be considered bad 

If JI come'> hom an l'vII hran Il 111Ight al-;o happen otherwi!'>e in that a 

parllcularly b.td acllon I!\ recognl/cd a!'> hCH'" good bccau'Ie it l~ gcnerated from 

a ~lI1cere hean. The foIlowlng ~Ji1dith OhvlOu~ly contïrm<; thl~ problem: 

Ilow many arc the uccd!'> which bear the image of the deeds of this 
wOlld and hcc 0 Il1C , tilloligh their good IIltention, of the deed of the 
ne:--! world' and how many agam arc the deeds which bear the image 

-l(hIO(l't!1Il Ihld 

5Vlloted III ,11-ZarnüJI. 7:l'I/m ill-Mllt~l'allim TariLl al-Tacallum. Instruction of the 
Sllldell/ tlle l\1ctllOd O/I.C:l17l1l1f!. lJam and nolc~ by GE. von Gruncbaum and T.M. 
Ahel (Nn\ YOIk KIIl/!\ Cro\\11 PIC'>S. 1947). P 25 {Hl 

hMuhy al-DII1 Ahï ZaLmya Yahya Ihn Sharaf ,il-Naw:IwI. Rlyaç! al-$alIlJïn mm 
Kalam S./\ ylll.II-l\fllr~.I/l1l (BclI1Jl Dar al-Hlkmah, 1987), p. 15. 

7 nIe l\1e.IlI1IJf! 0/ the (i/onoll.\ 1\00ill1. an cxplanalory tran!'>l,lllOn by Mohammed 
M.\I11l.1dukl' Pldth,1l1 (Ne\\ York Nl'\\ ·\mcrican Llhrary, Il d ), P 301. 
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of the next world, but then become, through thclr evil lIltcnl1on, of 
the deeds of thls \\orld!l\ 
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Holding the idea that intention i~ the basi~ of any wor" , a l-Zanlll.l 1 

considers this prohlem as bemg a fundamt'ntal ctlllC of the ~tlldent \Il ~ean:hlllg 

for knowledge. The ~tudent should 111 aIl cm:ul1l~tanl'C~ "cep a good intenltllll in 

his heart, because otherwlse the seeklllg of know\cdge will ~lIftl-r fmm il 

seriou~ defect. AI-Zamüjl ~ugge~ts that ,111 IIHcntlOn (IllY.lh) "hou Id he fmnly 

planted in the heurt of the ~tudent FOI the ~trongcr an lI1tCIltlOl1 the mon' 

forceful the work and hence the greatcl the ~l1CCl'\~ that wll; he adllcwd 

AI-Zarnüjï then goe~ 1I1to a dl~cu~~lon COIH.'CI1l1l1g the \...IIHI ot IIltenlion 

whlch signifie\ the value of leamlllg. Indeed, learI1111g I~ in Ihdf noble a" ha~ 

been explained hy many ver~l's and tradltion~ But, It hel'o1llc~ othel WI\C If 11 IS 

sought on the oa\l\ of an l'vIl intention. Other Mu"lllll ~ch()lal~ "ho ral~e thls 

Issue. Ibn Jam:t'ah, for in\tance, make\ the point tha. thc excellence of 

knowledge can bc approved only on comhtion that Il 1\ \ought on the o"..,b of 

an excellent intention Y AI-Gha7ali and al-Blriînï (d c. 442/1 OSl) \uggCl.t the 

same Idea. A point of dIflerentIatIon eXI~t~, however, 111 \pelhng out the ~tate~ 

of good intention. Even though the diffcrcncc~ do not appear contladlctory, 1l1~ 

interesting to note the ide a .., of l'ach. 

As to this problcm, al-ZarnüJï In hl~ T'I'hm, ()ffcr~ four COn\H!crawHl\ 

enhancing a true intention In ~earchIllg for knowlcdgt; Intcrt;\lIngly, none of 

them IS practical; rather thcy tend to he more Ideah"'\Ic III keeplllg wlth purcly 

rehglOUo.; notion..,. For a practlcal purpO'>c, ncvcrthclc..,.." al-Zarnu)I rClognllc.., 

8Quotcd in al-ZamüJï\ 'J',I'lim, p 25 (X-l) 1 

9Ibn JamaLah, TndlJJ..lral nl-S,in)/' wa al-Mutak<lllIm li AdalJ ,Il-'Abm wa :11-
Mutaea/hm (Hydarabad. DIT'iraL al-Macanl, 1153 A If ). p 11 . 
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that Icarnmg can he mtcndcd to meCI the worldly neces~lties; yet, It is ultimately 

~uhJc<...t 10 how far the worldly necc'i~il1c", are e~'iential for undertaking religious 

dulie.., 

AI-ZarnuJI fmt ..,uggc..,r... that the true intention of learning lies in 

'iceking God'.., plca..,ure. 1 le comiders thls factor as being essentlal and hence 

dClcnnmalÎvc of the olher threc. A doser examination of this first-suggested 

Intention will ..,}lOW Il ... connection with hls ide a of man as a devotee (Ciibid) of 

Cioel Malllfc..,tation of thl.., ..,tatu~ IS that any activitie ... lIndertaken, particularly 

tho ... c heanng on the dUlie.., of worshlp (C,biidl.lh), must be ascnbed 10 God 

only Lcarnlllg for al-ZarnüJÏ is con"'ldered a religiolls dut y, the Intention of 

wlm:h ..,Iwuld UI1I4l'c1y attain the pleasllrc of God. This come.., 10 the belief that 

learn1l1g wlllch is conducted wllhollt any intention of approaching the pleasure 

ofGod 1 ... le~~ valllahlc 1I1..,of"r ".., the relIglOlis factor is concerned. 

Thc second pOint 1.., that Irmning ..,houlel be IIltended as an endeavor to 

ohtaill happinc..,.., ln thc ncxt hfe. Tlm, sugge..,lIoll ..,eem.., to ..,tem from his belief 

that the etclIlal hte i.., in the hcreafter, whereas the worId today is temporary. 

Consel)uclltly, the rcal happlIle..,.., whlch ..,hould be reached is that in the 

hercafter. WllH:h rnay necc..,sanly rcqlllfe the sacnflce of earthly pleasure. It is 

!'>till alivc III the Iradlllonal Mu..,hm hehef that tlm world I!'> a tnal to the tme 

bellCVCI IhlOugh wl1l\:h a Ical plca..,ure 111 the next world IS approached. 

Thclcfore. lcallllng may 10 ",omc degrce be regarded as a manifestatIon of the 

..,acl1f lel' wlllch lIl~tlllltes a bridge for the student in this world to face the final 

..,tation 111 the hl'reafter . 
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The thlrd intention ln learning IS to revive IchglOll and plnmotl' blam 

AI-Zarnüjï IS aware of the nece~slty of knowledge il' an IIldl~pl'nsahk 

prereqUl~lte for e~tabhshlng any notlon~ denved l'Will relIgion. SllllllaIly. he 

recogmzes that any reltgloll~ actton Inl'llld1l1g "a~cl'l1c hk and plety ait' not 

perfeet where there i~ Ignorance" 10 It IS l'lear that lm ,uggesttnn parallcls hl, 

asslImption as to man he1l1g a rer[e~elltal1ve of God in the woild (I~/wl1t;lh Ji ,11-

Arçl). Bcanng thls !>tatu ... , one l' [e,pon~lbk lo[ pall.lklllg 111 any IdlgHHI' 

duties as God ha~ ordercd Learnlllg should he Ihu, cOll1ll1llled to thi~ 

responsibillty III that Il provides the sed,cr the know\cdge rl'qlllrcd to a~'lImc 

the duty. 

Lastly, he sliggests that lcarning sholild be IIltendcd 10 [cll<kr "thanks 

1 to God 1 for a healthy mind and a sound body. Il 11 'l'lm eorl"l'~pol1(h to the 1 act 

that man i:-. created III the mO'lt excellent fonn among the l'Ieal1()n~ 01 (loti, 101 

he is equipped. among other thll1g'. wlth ... upcrior Jntclketual ah[lJty, «"<JI) Ile 

apparently wallts to say ihat lcarn1l1g ~holiid he dln:ctcd 10 enhalll'c the 

advancement of the lI1tellcct a ... weil a~ of other human [1oIClltJal" ... lIch a ... 

intuition and thc phY'lcal a"pcct of hllman CXI,tencc Th[<, 1" cxpcctcd hccall'c 

thanking God ln blam rcqlllrc~ a manIlc'IlatIon a ... weil a ... an awarene\'>, 'Ill'h il' 

the action of learJ1lng, to clllploy any advantage ... g:lIll<:d 1/1 Older that a hll/llan 

being achicve~ greatcr and grcatcr ... lIccc ...... 

Imofar a ... the ahovc ~tatc, of Intention arc conccrncd, al-ZarnuJ[ ... cern ... 

to suffer from a lack of relcvance Id the prohlem~ of today\ world. l ,Ikc mo,t 

lOAI-Zamujï, Ta'lïm, p 25 {0J 

Il Ibid, P 26 f 9 J 
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Tradltlonall\h, he ohvlou\ly pay\ grcater attention to ldeali~tic matters. A c10ser 

cxammLiUon will dcmon\tratc, howevcr. that he I~ to a certain cxtent aware of 

worldly pllrpo\c\ Thl\ 1\ truc III the ca,>c of hl\ ~ugge'ltlon that \earchmg for 

knowlcdgc 10 g:lln li hlghcr po'>l!Jon 111 tcrrn~ of worldly matter~ IS permissible 

10 Ihe cxlcnt thallhc pO'>lllon 1'> lI1tended 

. to command what 1'> good and forhid what IS evIl, and In order to 
promole Ihe trulh and ,>tIcngthcn relIgion, and not m order to satisfy 
hl~ ego and lm (k~lrc\. Ând that Il.e., the reprcs"JOn of selflsh aims) 
beCOllll''' more and more pŒ"ihle m proportion as 1 the learned man 
111 a worldly po\Jtlon 1 undcrtakc~ to cOl11mand the good and forbid 
thc evtI 12 

The value 01 InlenlJOll he" defmitively in the Idea of ~incenty (IkhhT~). It 

1\ a VII tue to hold an lI1tentlon 111 the deepc~t heart of man corresponding solely 

tn God Thele 1\ no lll'ed at ail III doing a SIncere thmg to let ~omeone else be 

IIlfonned of Ihat whlch lIe'! 111 the heart. Such a vlrtue is really dJfficult to 

acllleve ~() thal, according 10 the prophetie tradition, the mtention of the true 

belIevcr I~ 1ll00e Important (vaillahle) than his actllal action. 13 

1'0 go Into a furlher examination, it is u!leful to compare al-Zarnüjï with 

olher scholars ~lltn a~ al-Gh:mHï and Ibn JamiFah. By presenting the ideas of 

olhel ~cholal:-'. It l', pcrhaps obvJ(.)U~ that al-ZarnüJï I~ to a considerable degree 

more attenllve 10 the ultimate goal of learnll1g as a part of religiolls duties, while 

he I~ rathl'I llt:gallV\: 111IK'ICCIVlIlg worldly pUlVo~ ~~ However, a~ will become 

apparl'Ilt. Il l"'It:l'O)!.l1l/l'd Ihal the plobicill ofll1lentIOn 111 Mu"ltm learlllng seems 

10 tonl'" on an attl'mpl to makt: a balance In fac\l1g two world~: the world of 

loday (;I/-dIl1l\ .!J) .lI1d the world of the hereafter (al-akhlrah). 

121hld. {lOI 

1 ~Scc 'Ahd ,II-B.IS!! al-'Almawï. "AI-MuCld IT Adab al-Mufid wa al-MustaITd," in 
Zay'fir. AI-FII..I ,,1-Tilr!J:H\ i 'IT/d" ,11-' Almaw;, p. 55 . 
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AI-Ghazalï, who~e COIlCl"rn with thl~ Mlh.lect appt'~"~ 111 ... Olllt' llf hl~ 

works, perceivc~ the prohkm of IIltentioll III ... ealL'illng fl)1 "IHl\" kdge m two 

sItuation~ one I~ idealt~tll' and the othel pl.ll'tlcal (\1I.lgtll.ItIC) 111~ Ide.t1I'itll' 

perception of karnll1g I~ that karl11llg .. hou Id hl' genelated onl) tOI the ... a"e nf 

God. AI-Ghazüli ~ay~: "lear11lng a~ weil a .. teal'hlllg I~ \\'01 ~hlp ot (Ioli wllich I~ 

valid only when a wor~hiper Ila~ a ~\I1cere motivallon "II For wnr~hlJl l' 

submission of the Muslim 10 God In arder thal, 10 thll1" pral'Ill'ally, he prodlll'l'~ 

pleasure for God Howcvcr, karlllng WlllCh ~lIlfer ... flom Iht lal'" 01 Ihe 

intentton to be rllr~lled 1'01 the ... akc 01 (iotl Iead~ Ihe "'lUdelll only 10 l'ail min 

the suue of Il1i1,.,IYilh. a hlamcworlhy actIon Tcal'hlllg or ... ee"mg ~ Ilowkdge 

"away from Gad l~ consldered ~In (m(/c,~/Y:lh), ~lInilal to 1Illdelta"lIlg li lHayer 

or engagmg in a holy war (i/hJdJ wrthout an intentIon for the ... ake of Got! "1 'i 

According to al-Gha7ftlI: 

He who rur~uc~ lcanllng 111 order to ll1ake money, ~o a ... to aHam a 
~oclal pO"ltlon or 10 reclllce hl~ taxe~ and l'vade 11I~ ()bltgall()l1~ 

toward~ the ~ultiln (klllg), he who ... !Udle ... for the ~ah~ of ally other 
ambition save that of ~ervlng God expo-.e ... hllmclf to dlle 
consequences.] 0 

In the ~ccond ~Jtllation, al-Gha,ITIï pcrcclvc~ the IntentIon of leanllng hy 

taking the k1l1d" of knowlcdgc mto com.ldcratian, Sofar a" a rtllglou ... ,>ClellCC 1'> 

pur~ued, he i~ hound to "lIgge~t that tt "llOlIld, 1I1lder any LOndllloll, he ",ollght 

for the purpme of "ceklllg (ind"" plca",ule Ilowever, Il the oh/cet 1\ a wlllldly 

knowlcdge, contInue,> al-Gha7alï, one may hold an tnlellllOIl ... upporllng hl" 

14 AI-Ghal.~m. .F[Tt/~J(lt al-LU/am (MI:-.r MatnaL,1t al-IIu\aylllyah al -MI ... nyah. 
1322/19(4), p,9 

15Ibid, 

16Ibld 
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dco.,m: In termo., of o.,ecular hmmco.,o., HI~ pas~age dealing with this problem reads 

ao., t()llow~. 

Thlo., 1 intentIOn for thc o.,ake ofGod] i~ o.,pecIfïed only to Ithe seeking 
of! the rehgiouo., knowledge which IS a part of the submlssion to 
God, "lbadah. But, Il i~ not addre~~cd to the worldly knowledge 
o.,uch ao., the ~cience of I1lCdlCme, or astronomy, the 'iearch for which 
arc nol forbldden wlih the illien lion of gett1l1g a posItion or gaining 
wealth A~ for the rcIJglouo., knowledge, ~uch as the QurJanic 
excge~lo." l,Iadnh, blaIlllc Jun"prudence and thcology, it IS by no 
l1lean" pCfllutted to ... cd them for the ~ake of anythmg other than 
God. 17 

McanwhIlc, Ihn Jarniitah propose~ sorne ~uggestions whlch are ail 

rclIglOLI~ LearrlIng, acconhng 10 him, Illust be conducted for the sake of God. It 

~h()lIld aJ.,o he IIllcndcd to Illlplcment holy laws a~ ohligatory for ail Muslims in 

ortler 10 altalll the reward~ of Cioel ln thc foml of a comfortablc life. Learning 

mmt abo hc gcnclalcd to makc the ~tudent closcr to God so that he, through 

lcarI1ll1g, alway" !...ccp~ hl" mllld on the sovcreignty of God, particularly on the 

day of Ihe IC"UITCCIIOI1 (Cjly:ïmilh) IX Ahü Bakr JiIblr al-JaziPlrI suggests that a 

~IIlCCle IIIlcntlon mlcaI !l1Il)!. "lmuld conlïnn three pllrpmc,,: lInderstanding God, 

mHlIltallltng !...nowkdge \\.I\h the goal of promoting Islam, and teaching people 

the knowkdgc. I') lia Il 1 KhalIfah (d 1067/1(57) ta!...e ... the Vlew that "he who 

IHlI"lIe~ a hrallch of !...l1owledge for a livelihood Will Ilot dcvelop into a learned 

man, he may only becomc a ~emi-Iearned man." 20 

171hld . P 15 

1 HUm lam,I',lh. T;/(IIIf...lt./l nl-S,I1II/'. p 13 

Il) Ahu Ba(.,.1 J,lhll al-.I.v,I J tn. AI-'l/m n'il af-CUlama'J (Bclrul: Dar al-Kutub li al­
Malaylll.19H~),r ~I 

2(\1.1.1.11 Kh.lllt.11l (=K:ïlIh Cclchl), KaslIf al-?unOn "an-Asamï al-Kutub wa al-FunOn, 
vol 1 (Isl.lllhul M.tant Mathaasi, 1(41), p.22 
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based on relic.JOll~ founda lion ... , 1111 ... doe~ nOI ll1L'.lll th.11 Ihe C.ll.!1 ot 1e.1I nln~ 
~ " 

entirely neglech ~eclilar and ~octalend ... The plOph\.'t ... ay~ "Ihe bl· ... I.lIllOllg yOll 

are not tho~e \\ ho neglcct tlll~ wotld fOl the other, 0\ Ihe olhel world l'nI 11\1~ 

He is the one who worb for bOlh logelhel."21 Ibn al-l'vluq.,rtal, a Mu ... lull 

scholar of the elghth ccntllry of commun l'ra. I~ ~:\ld to h.lVL' "'lIggl' ... tl'd " ... ed, yl' 

learmng; for If you are I...l\lg ... Il \\111 knd you dl ... lIllL'tlon and Il you ... hould lx' 

lowly and pOOl" It will hnng you food "22 l\kanwhllc, Il...hw.1Il al-S.lfa J 

recognlze that leanllng w1l1 atlll at att,lIl11ng vaillablc hCllctll ... ~llch a~ "hOIlO!, 

pre~tlge, power, nohthty, acce~~lhtl Ily, compctence. gl'n:I mil y. dehcacy and 

digmty."23 ln addition, il 1" IIltere~l1n~~ that Shihah al-Dm Yahya al-Suhraw:lllh 

(d. 587/1191) take~ another ~Ide and argue" that ll'arlllng ... hould hl' dcvoted 

fmally to "the attamment of rllu11l1l1:1tlon wlllch Ifl turn l"\.'ljUlIl· ... Ihe Ill'I kctlOIl of 

aIl the facultle .... of man. buth mcntal and p"'YL'h()loglcal. InvolvlIlg holh ratIonal 

elements and the ')oul wlth alllt~ a"'pcch and dII11Cn ... lon,> "11 

Lastly, It is worth notmg that al-BÎluni makI.'''' :1 "tlllllllatlllg rOm! 

pertaining to the problcl1l of IIltentIon. Ile oa"'lL'ally agree ... that Iearnlllg. ,,'> a 

~clentific ael1 vit Y , mu~t go ~tr :l1gh t 10 the pur po..,e of God ;\ Il '>ClCllCC ... ale 

21 DJemal D Sabha and (,corge J TOIllCh, "blllcalloll a ... 1'11Ilmophy," 111c YC;11 

Book 01 Educa{lOn (World Ban\.. ('omp.IIlY, 1 ()S?), p 69, 'ICI.' al ... o Mch(1I NakmlcclI, 
Hl,.,lory 01 J..,lmwc O/lgJll'> 01 WC.,{clIl!:(/uca{w/l A f) })()()-I l'JO (Boulder 1 JrllvCNly 
of Colorado Pre ... ,>, 19(4), p 41 

22QuOlcd In KhalIl A TOlah, 111c ('ofJlnl){J{JOIl 01 (Ile A/;II)\ fo /:lluri/flOJJ (New 
York AMS Pre~~, 1972), P H9 

23 Ali A\..bar Farhangl, "An Inve<.,llgatlOll of the Ideologlcal l'oundatH)fl alld 
Admmi,>tral1ve Slructure of Ihgher l:ducal1on Hl Iran lrom hl,lIll1c Madre ...... ,111 ... 10 
WC~lem UIlIvCNty" [)l'I'Icrt,lllOll (OhIO OhiO Unlvcr ... ILy. \ ()XO), p \10 

24Scyycd Ho<.,,>elll Na ... r. "Thc .... Iallllc Phllo<,opher ... · VICW', Oll blucalloll," Mu\llfll 
EducJIJOIlQuJrter!y 2 4 (19)-;5). P 10 
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u\cful accordlllg to hlm IIl'1()far a\ a truc intentIOn eXI~t~ 111 the mind of those 

who hold them. SmlIlarIy, hc 1\ In agreement WIth the notion that learning can, 

ln \OI1lC <kgrce, he IntendeJ to achlcve worldly matter~. More th an this, al-

BlfllnI come\ to a \uggc\tIon that Iearnmg \hould abo make the student 

conf Idcnt and ..,ecure ln hl\ mllld, knowledgc' " .. .i~ not acqllired only to seek 

(Jod\ plca\lIfe, and tn achlevc a numher of worldly heneflt~; equally Important 

1\ thc 'confidencc and \ccunty' which it engender~ among possessors. For there 

I~ no wor~c ~ourcc of In..,ecunty and dcgradauon than Ignorance,"2S 

2. Industriousness (jidd) 

IloWCVCI, an IntentIon alone to ~earch for kpowledge is far from 

!\lIfflCICllt In the procc~~, for ~ure, learmng. reqUlres the virtue of 

indll ... tflOIl!\nC~~, (fuld), whlch slgI1lfle~ a character that the stlldent IS consistent 

in pur~lIing hi~ (k~lrc by h'IIJ-work. AI-ZarnuJÏ beheves that this virtue will 

rcslIlt 111 grcat .Ichlcvcment "To the cxtcnt 10 which you pursue something you 

WIll reach what yOll de~lre," according to tlIm.26 ln other words, the more 

senoll~ an el l'OIt, the grcalel the allai nmcnl. 

Il I~ IIHele~tIng to note that the above virtue must certainly be assumed, 

not only on t he paIl of the ~llIdent, but abo on the part of his teaeher and of his 

fathe!. "llldll~tnoll..,ne~~ of lha:c klIld~ of people", aceordlIlg to al-ZarnüJÏ, "is 

c"'~L'nl1al 111 1 thl' pUI ... UIt of! ... l'Il'ncc and lcarIllng The~c people are the student, 

the teadlcl .llld 1 hl' f .Ither "27 Th 1 ... "'lI!..!!..!e~tIOn ~eel1ls to rencet the necessIty of 
L L • 

2'iIlI~h.\Il1 N.I .... h.lhl, "Thl' Attllude 01 al-BirunÏ towards SCIence and Education," in AJ­
HlIlllll C011l11lcllIOlall\ c Volume, cd hy lIaklm Mohammad (PakIstan: The Tlmc 
Prl'''s, 1(79), p N5 

20AI-Z.llllllJI. 1;1'11111, p 3S (22) 

27Ihid (~2) 
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an intact cooperatIon amol1g them, 111 caITyll1g out the learlllng pron~),s. Thl'II 

devotion to thelr tasks and their lI1dll~tnoll.,ne~s arc fal'tor~ III :lltallllllg M't'l'e~~ 

in the ~earch for knowkdge. The dlVl.,lon of ta~k:-, alllong thcm may he 

explained in that the ~tlldent l~, ,n hlll1'.l~It. ,\ ~l1hllTI ln Wllll.'h hl..' .,Imuld, llmkr 

ail Clrculllstance.." employ lm, ab!1Itle~ wlth the I1I\.'an.., 01 the avatiahle 

instrument~. The teacher b, by profc:-'~JOI1, one who i~ rl'''pon~lblc fOl 

supplying knowledge and gllldanœ for the ~tlldent. Mcanwlllle, the f.nhcl IS hy 

nature, one who IS takmg l'are of hl~ IIfe, partIclllarly \11 tCrIn... of plOvlthng the 

student tïnanClal support 10 meet thc necd~ pertalJllng ln lm .,tudle., III addlllon, 

the father abo rcple~enl" thc one who 1., le"pOlt..,lhle 101 edut'atmg the ~tlldent 

insofar a~ the nllclear famtly ,\ concl'rned. AI-Zamlljl "l'l'Ill" to hl' ',ure that 

learning will be succes~fllllfthe tluec clcment~ coopclate wlth onc anothcl. 

ln his Tuclïm, howevcl, al-ZarnllJÏ I~ hllll\l'Ifcollccrl1cd wlth thc vlrtlle 

of diligence on the part of the .,tlldent. In tlm rcgard, accoldlllg to hllll, thc vt'Iy 

aspect of indU'>lnou"ne.,., rC~h ln the cmployment 01 h,., tllne a~ eflcctlvl'ly il" 

pos::-.i ble. It 1::-' encollragcd that Icarlllng Illll~t hc pllr~lIed ha~lcall y at an y ume 

throughout the ::-.tudent's life. He \ecm~ to hc III agrccmcnt wlth the Idca that 

Jearning is a IIfe-long proc,~~s. 

AI-Zarnüjï, then, gocs into the pracl1cal a"pect when hc "lIgge~b tlvtt "11 

is essentlal In the "eeking of knowlcdge to maIntall1 a vIgil throughollt the 

night~ "28 Funhermore, he ~lIgge~h lhat "111 the ..,ealeh lor knowlcdge Il 

behoove~ onc to per~everc 111 ... tueIy and rcpctrtloll hoth al Ihe heglnmng 01 the 

281bld , p. 39 {23) 
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I1lght and at Il', end [-or vcnly the ume bctween du ... k and the hour of dawn is a 

hk ...... ed lime." 2') 

ft \cem\ tn he popular ln thc MlI~hm tradItIon of learning that night is a 

\pectal tmlc Il 1\ regarded a\ a convcnlcnt tllne, not only In the sense of 

Clf(;um~tancc, hut abo JI1 that, in the hcllef of mo~t tradwonal Muslims, it is a 

tJrlle when God etH:ourage\ IIJ~ pcople to undertake a subnllSsion In which they 

COll1ll1l1l1lcate wllh 111111 Il 1\ a lime when His bles~II1g openly reaches those 

who arc c1o~cr to 1 1 lin 'J'lm helJcf affeet~ them in terms of leamIng sinee, as has 

hcen lllenllOned l'alllcl, ll'arnll1g l~ al.,o a rehgioll\ duty. However, Jt is not 

l1ecc~~allly con~ldercd Ihat Ihe olher tIme~ are not good for ~tudyll1g. 

Ibn Jam.itah ~lIgge~t~, for lIl~tanee, that the ~tudent he sure to manage 

hls tll11e, hOlh ln the mghl and the aftcrnoon, on the basls of kInds of leaming 

aclIvJ\)(.'\ FOI "memol'1l1ng", for ll1~tance, Il is ~ugge..,tcd that the most 

convelllenl tllm: 1\ 111 thc laIe I1lght, apploaching the dawn. For "thlllking" il is in 

Ihe early !l10rl1l11g 1\\ for "wntll1g", Jt IS better in the !111Cldle of the day while 

"lefkclIon and dl\ClI\\IOn" arc more effective at I1Ight. 30 Meanwhtlc, al-Khatïb 

al-Baghdadl \uggl'\l\ Ihal the t1lne of I1Ight I~ more hencfïcml than that of the 

aftellHlOI1. Thcle aIl' three I.mgr ... 01 slIllahlc time., for "mcmorizlng," accordll1g 

10 hll11. thal arc rc\pccllvcly rn the late I1Ight, then in the middle of the afternoon, 

and then the ne\t day Addrtlonally. he advlsc~ that the tlI11e of fasting is more 

hl'Ile/kl.t! thall that whclllhere 1\ ton much eatmg 31 

291111\1 • pp .N--Hl {24 J 

~Olhn 1.llna',lh. /,;/(lhJ..l1al.lI-SfJnl1'. p 114 

, 1 Quolet! III Ibid. r 1 14 
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In addition ta the factor of llSlI1g tlllle weIl. ai-ZarnulI ~ug~eMs that Ihe 
~ ~ ~ 

student refre~h his aspiratlon, from time 10 tIIne. "It i~ obllg,ltory III 'l'l'king 

knowledge to have the Illghc,t :l'\pllatIOIl \cvel fOl \cal mllg, ~lIll'l. .. ' veilly man 

flies by hl~ a~pllatlon a~ the hlrd Illl" \\1Ih lm, \\IIl!!' "\; The CU~llltll of 

indllstnoll~ne~, grow~ t0l,.cthcl wlth the ,ldV:lIll'L'\11L'nt ot ,ltnhltlOn ... l'hL' t\lghel 

the ambition the more forceful the d!IigcllcL'. ln C()lltra~t. 11 wdl dl~colllage the 

hard work of the student whel1 he "uffen, l'rom a lack of ambition. Thl'rctOll', al-

ZarnûJÏ makes the pOlllt that "Aid~ to the acqul'ltloll nt :lnything arc 

industnou~ne,,~ and an amhtllon that allll' hlgh ,,\ \ FOI '1I1l', al-ZarnuJi abo 

suggests that "If one ha~ thL' mu,t l'\tlL'll1L' ",pllatloll hut dol'~ Ilot havL' 

indllstllousne~", or ha~ II1dll'tn()U"lll'~' but doe\ not a\')IIl' hlgh. knowkdgl' 

cornes to one only III a ~mall amount." ~4 

ln the meantime, al-Zarnüjl also rcmilld~ the ~tlldent to he modl'ratl' III 

any effort lf1 hi~ Icarmng. The stlldcllt :-.hould Ilot nCl'c~~anly exhau\t 01 wcakcn 

himself SInce to do "0 Will re'ldt III the IIlten Uptloll of \llidylllg. Ile '\llOUld 

practice tempcrancc ln thl:-' re:-.pect fOI modelatloll 1" Olle gleat ,>ource 0\ ail 

~uccess." Furthermore, il b tn~tructcd. "Do not makc hatcful to yOl11\clf the 

service of God. Venly, he who makc\ plant... grow doc\ Ilot cut up thc ground 

nor does he I1cglcct it cntlrely "1'i l'lm Idea ha~ takcn root in the bla1l11c 

tradition ~II1CC the Prophet \ay~ that "Indccd, th l' rellgloll of mille 1\ ,olldly 

32Al-ZamOJï, Ta'llm, p 40 {25}. 

33Ibid. {25). 

34Ibid., p. 41 [26} 

35Ibid , p. 40 {25) 
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groundcd, '>0 cntt.:r IntO It wlth moderatIon." Ab.o, Il I~ ,>uggested: "Your mind 

1'> your ndmg-hca,>t, hcncc u,>e Il wlth moderation." 36 

AI-ZarnuJI Ihen contll1l1c\ tn dl..,cu..,.., the prohlem of laziness. It is a 

~cnoll'> matter tacmg the ,>tudent ~1l1Ct.: It Iii the main cause of fa il lire. The student 

~LJffcnng from tlll'> character dctect wIll attalll no knowledge through his study. 

Evcn though It I~ not an ea~y ta~k to overcome it, al-Zarniïjï suggests the student 

he awarc of thl'> prohlelll and hence he attentIve to avoiding it. 

AI-ZaIlHljl con\lder,> two main factors which cause the student to fall 

mto lal.lI1c\..,. The Ilr,>t pertaIn:-' to the motivation derived from the awareness of 

the ment 01 Icanllng Il WIll cau:-.t' lazinesli, accordlllg to al-Zarniïjï, once the 

student Imc.., hl.., Ide<l conccrning the benefit of what he searches for. He 

..,ugge:-'h, accOIllIngly, that "it 1:-' nccc:-'liary whcn ernbarking on study to besur 

one..,cll lor the acquI..,lIlOn lof J..nowledgel and Iprod oneselfl to industriousness 

and per\ewr ance III the rncdllation of the ment of learning." 37 

The ..,econd COIllTI n:-. Il\elf wlth the problem of eating and drinking. He 

a~:-'1I11le:-. that conuollll th" matter 1'> IIKiIspcn:-.ahle, by ~electing good food and 

IIll'a..,unng the l)lIanlIty of Il. In tl1l<; re~pcct, he rallies Galenos's suggestion that 

"the ploll1eglantc I~ 1I:-.et'1I1, ail of it, whde fi~h I~ harmful, all of it."38 But, al-

Zamuil ad(he..,\e~ the vlew that "a Illtie fIsh IS better th an a great deai of 

pomqpanate. Thlollgh la\lT~~IVe eatll1gl there is aiso loss of wealth and eating 

3C1Quotl'd mlhlt! {2h} 

J71hld . P 42 {25) 

3Slhld . p 45 { ,I} Gakll()~I. Gr~ck PhySll'l~1ll (d. circa 200 A.D ) . 
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beyond satiet)' is entirely hannflii .. 1<) Hl' ~l'l'm,. lhl'I cf 01 l'. 10 hl' I1wrc ,lttCl1\1\'e 

to the problem ofqual1tIty. Intl'rl'~tlllgly. hl' thl'Il ~uggl'~ts Ihat. 

The correct way of rcdllclllg food IS tn cat oIly dbl1l.'s a' \wH a, Ihe 
most dehcale and 1110,t dC~lI ,Ible food. and not cal wllh a tl'Illble 
appetitc, However. If one ha ... an honc~1 obJcctI\'C 111 caling a gn.'at 
deal, 1 an objcl'l1ve 1 ~lIch as thal of bl'COlll1l1g ~tlOng hy tlm I11cans III 
order to fa"l, pray and do dlftïcllit WOi k. then thl' 1 practiccl I~ 
permb\ihlc 40 

3. Trust in God (tawakkul) 

The idea of tél\V,Jkkul IS esscntially two-fold. On one hand, one ~t.ollid 

work with ail the force one posse~~c~ along wllh a plan and OIganllalloll 111 

attaming h 1\ pllrpo\c. On the other, whdl' WOi !...lIlg hal d, OIlC \hOlild l'ully \IU~I 

in God to detennine the attallll1lcnt 01 hl~ work The tal gCI olle 411111\ at III 111\ 

plan and orgal11zation exists only throllgh hopc, hut Il 1\ 1l01Ilccc\:-.anly alway~ 

obtained When 11 IS reached, thankmg God \hould he c:-..prc"cd thWllgh "l'lion, 

while, when 11 is otherwl"c, an l'valuation ,hould he made and ,llOuld 

encourage hi~ further effort Both thanklllg God and l'valuation \hOllld theldllll' 

be l11al11fe~ted in actIon Slich a lawaHul 1\ nol l':-"pl'cled 10 fnl\lrall' \()IlI~OIlL' 

becau~e of hl', failure and neithcr make 111111 too proLld of lm "L1cet:\\ Ralher, 

this attItude conwll1omly encourage" people to work hard 10 rl'ach rcal 'L1lll''''\ 

111 the future, 

Realizing the Importance of lawakkllJ, al-Zarnllp "lIggc"l\ thal thc 

student tru~t In God 111 l'm \ear~h for knowlcdgc "II 1\ nClC,,\ary III Ih~ qLlt::\t 

39 Ibid .• p. 45 (11} 

40Ibid . 
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for knowkdt!l' to put one\ tnl"t in God while one pur~ues leammg. "41 

Together wlth flrmly good Intention" and diligent work, Iwo virtues WhlCh 

have hœn cxplamcd ahovc, thc vIrtuc of tuwakkuJ mu"t be maintained during 

the "tale of karmng For, Imm the hlamlc POlll! of Vlew, there IS an absolute 

powcr hchlfld hurnan ahIlIlY, whlch dcterminc" the ultimate achlevement of 

hUlllan actl<Hl -- Gml. hlam "ugge",h that one ~hould be coneerned and make 

the clfon while the re~ult 1\ appropnatcd to God. "When th ou art resolved, then 

putthy tru~t III Allah," Illcntl\.m~ the QurJan.42 

Tlm VlltllC doc", not '>Ignlfy. howevcr, that the student weaken his 

cndeav()r~ to allalll knowkdgc It i~ oclIcvcd that unul he himself reforms his 

own condItion. (iod doc", not change hUll 43 What tawukku/ is concerned wIth 

I~ that the ,>tudcfli would detcl Hlntte lhwllgh uny hu,>mcss other than learmng, 

such a~ that wlllch 1'> dcvotl'd to worldly maltcr~ It 1" the ~ame as the idea that 

"a~ long a'> 'lm hcan I~ not 111 lt,' the ~tlldying and leaming will not be as 

plOductlve a~ Ihcy lllight olhcrwI~c bc."44 By tawakkuJ, il IS expected that the 

~tl1dcnt ~hollld conlIllllC ln bc consl~tent with hl~ concern to search for 

knowlcdgl" ,>ale 11'0111 any Inte!lcll'ncc. 

A:-. a C()n~cqllcIlCC. al-ZarnüJÏ instructs the student "nol 10 be concerned 

WIth m:lllCI~ pCI!:UIl1Jlg 10 the .,mlenanœ of hi~ life 1 food 1 nor oecupy one's 

lllllld lherl'wlth "1" He, .I~ alway~. glvc~ attentIon to the confltet of learning as a 

4 Ilhld . P 55 14 ~) 

42Thc QUI J.1Il • ~.159 Scc l'Ile MC:lllIlIg 01 flle Glonous Koran, p. 75. 

-l ~Thl' QUI ),\11 • 1 ~ 1 1 Sel' Ihld . P 1 H3 

44 Jol1l1 Jaroltl1lck and Clllloni D Foo,;lCI, TC<lcllmg and LCélmmg ln thc Elcmcntary 
Scllool (Nc\\ '1'0110. M.H:mlll.\Il Publt~htl1g Co, Ine , 1977), P 307. 

45.\1-7.tmuJI. LI'hlll. P 55 143j 
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religious dut y wlth any pl agmatl(.' probkm pcrtallling to il ~t'rlll:l1 Oflt'nlatlOn 

The ~tudent b obviomly cn~:ollraged 10 hl' ron"'l"tCllt wllh Ill~ pllrpo~l' ot 

leanung. Accordll1g to hmr 

The intelligent man ~hould Ilot hl' cager for the affails of tl1l'. wotld 
since thi~ kllld of "olicitude and sad conccrn doe~ Ilot avert calallllty 
nor is of me, but ralher IS harmflll to the spirit, the mind and the 
body. The::.e Iconcern'l wlth worldly matter~1 came a re~sa\Jnn of 
good works. One b .. hould ralherl attend 10 matter ~ peltal1\l1\g 10 the 
future life ::.incc thc ... c provc U~cflll:!h 

In other words, he sugge~ts that it 1.., "e~~entlal 111 the seatch 1'01 

knowledge to redllce one\ attachmcnt to worldly aff:urs as lll11ch a:-- one l'an." 

"It is obligatory", contlt111C~ al-Zarnü)I, "for the ~tudenl not 10 he occupied with 

anything l'Ise but knowlcdge and !lever tum away l'rom lcar!\lng."·17 ln the 

words of Muhdmmad Ibn al-Ha~an "Indeed thl~ trade of OUI s goe ... on tWill the 

cradle to the grave; ... 0 he who wI..,hc.., to Icllllln 110m Ihl.., plll "litt nI' \..Ilow\edge 

for even one hour, 111Ight a~ wdl kavc 11 entirely thl~ very hOUI ",IK The "Iudent, 

under aIl ClrcuIlNance:--, :--hould be conccrned wlth lealnlllg. AI-ZarnuJI bcllew,> 

that by full concentration, thc ~tudcnt rcaches great ddighllllim elHII:avor 

Wllh regard 10 tlm problem, al-Ghaz.î11 ha" also IIldicatt:d a VICW III 

WhlCh the choice ot Iearnlllg over ,>ccular af/alr" 1" cluctal, not IWlau"L' the latter 

are usc)e~:--, but rather bec<lu"c of the n\.:cc:--..,tty fOI full attelltlOlI to the prohlem 

of knowledge, Worldly affalf!-., hy thl'm ... eive ... , alway" attracl hUlllan trltCIC!'-.t 

and they evcn Interfere wllh hUl11an effort III the "earch for knowlcdgc A 

safeguard l!'-. therefore necded to prote ct the "tudcnt from (h"turhance, and 

461hld 

471bici , P 56 ! 44) 

4XIbld 
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keeplng one"" dl\tancc from any "ecular hU~lne\~ i" comidered effective. In the 

Il1l1ld 01 al (,ha/ail '\lI1œ one can not pay attentIon to two thing~ at the same 

ume and peN)J1al tIC\ arc dl\tlll hlllg, the student mu"t redure hl~ worldly 

4. Respect (~urmah) 

1\ .... dl..,Cll..,..,ed ah{)v~, knowledge, IIl~ofar a~ the rchgious per~pective IS 

conl'Crncd, 1.., III Ihclf excellent Thl~ idea is to al-Zamujl ~o ~ignificant that he 

neœ\..,anly \llggC\I~ Ihat Ihe ~ll1dcnt glonfy knowlcdge. AI-Zarnüjl is of the 

()rll1l~lIl Ihat "Ile who allall1~ knowlcdgc doc~ not do so except through respect, 

whde hc who faIl~ 1111 Ihl\ goal 1 doe~ \0 hy cea~ing to respect and venerate 

lcarlllng and II'. hcarer~" 'iO 

I\I-ZaIIHIJI 1 1I1111l'[ ll1all1lalll~ thal the studcnt should direct the respect 

fOlCIll()~t tn the leacher. For the latter i.., con~idered the one who possesses 

knowlcdgc and who Iran~ler.., 11 10 the ~tlldent. By respecting the teacher, in 

pl:tcllcal tcnn." II I~ cxpcctcd Ihal the ~ll1dcnt recelve the best treatment as weil 

a.., Ihe grcatC\1 advanlagc~ l'rom the Icacher. To al-ZarnuJl, "in the study of 

~clence one dol''' nol acqulIc Icar Illl1g nor profit from it llnle~~ one holds 10 

l·~tl'Cm k.nowkdgc and tho~c who po~'iC~~ il." In addItIOn, the respectful attitude 

b lI11portanl bCl'al1~c "man doe~ not hccome an 1I1lbeliever through rebellion 

lag:l1n.,t dlVIIll' lawl but rathcl by maJ..1Og hght of Ihis rebelhonl and by 

dl~l'aldlllg Il'Vl'n.'nce." ~I 

49" El. S 1\1 l'1-Bag,lI, "AI-Gha/üh's Phtlosophy or Education wlth Special Reference 
ln ./l-llly./J, Book 1", DI"~l'l1allon (Edinhurgh: The University of Edmburgh, 1953), p. 
2()() 

50AI-Z,lllll1\1. l:l'lïlll, p ~2 { 16} 

5lIhid, p 12 {15) 
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This "lIgge"tIon fll1d" u~ ba"l~ 111 blamlc lIadulon, 111 which 11I~t as 

knowkdge rCl'eive\ an n.l'elient rCl'ogmllon, the tl'acher, a~ il karnL'd I1l.1n, 

enJoys the ~aml' rc\pcl't It 1" "tated Ihat he Dccuple" the thllll lan'" ,lltt'r (joli 

and HI~ angeb "il Llk.cwlse, one who glvc~ a hlgh rc:-.pect to the pO~~l'~~Ol ni 

knowledge mean\ that he dol'~ the "ame tow:ud ~eventy plophet-; 'i \ Anotlll'r 

tradition state~. "Whoever wnerate~ the people of "'nowkdge I~ l'On~ldt'led a\ 

dOll1g so toward God. SlI11Ilarly, wlloevcl dl~n.:g:lId~ the people or "'I1owkdge 

means that he dl\regaICh Got! and Ills me\\engcI" ,,') 1 Ont.' who lIl,lh'" prayer~ 

together WIth the learnee! man 1\ con~ldeled a"> praylng vl/Ith the Plllpht.:t, and 

becau'ie of the latter, he gall1~ the fOlglvcne...-. of (,od 'i'i ln tht.' l'ontext of 

learning, the~e \ayll1g~ ~lgl1lfy tlle noblltty of the teacher whom, therefore, the 

student should, in aIl circllmstancc~. rc~pcct 

Practically, therc arc ~ome cxpre"'\lon~ wlllch :lIe mayhe applOpnate III 

addre~sll1g respect toward the tcacher AI-ZarnuJI rec()ll1ll1end~ tlll~\l' 

expres~ion~ to he kept 111 the minci of the \tudent 

Fm.,t, he -;hould glonfy hl" tcachcr hy c()n~llknllg hll11 a~ belllg 111\ 

father. "He who teachc~ you one letter of thO\e yOll need for yOllr rcllglOlI\ 

lI1structrOI1\ 1\ yOllr father III religion," acconltng to al Zarnup ')(, Thl\ \hollid 

be undel~tood <1\ meaning that the teacher feed" the ~tlldent wlth kllowkdgt:, 

Ju~t a~ the parcnt~ providc 111111 wllh fè)od. The \tudl:llt, the/dore, \hollid 

52Thc QurJan, J 17, P M, quotcd 111 Ibn Jamrt'ah, TadhA.lnll al Saoll', p 4 

53Ibn Jamiï(.ah, T;ldflkiraUII-Saml c, p ') 

54Ibid., p. 10. 

55Ibld., pp 9-10 

56AI-Zamujï. Ta LUm, p. 12 { 1 (>} 



• 

• 

77 

venerate the teacher ln tht: ..,allle manner a.., he doe.., hl.., father It IS the teacher 

who takc.., cart: of hl.., devel0pllll:nt, Hl tcml.., of hl~ cognition and affection a~ 

weil a.., fil'> .,kdl.., SUlh an Idca l'an al..,o he founu ln al-Gha7ulï\ thoughts. This 

pa..,..,age 1'> attnhuted tn hlll] 

The parent.., arc the eau..,e of the ehlldren's prc~ent eXistence In thlS 
mOl1al Ille, whde the tcacher I~ the cause of the ImmortaI IIfe. 
W1Ihout hll11 that winch ha~ heen hrought mto cXI"tence through the 
parent'> would he dO()ll1cd tn l'ternal de~truct,on Only the teacher is 
of .,ervlet: for Iht: cterIlalllfc III the Ilcxt world ",7 

AI (illa;all, f wtllel ."lY" "IU..,t a" Il l' the dut Y of the chdolcn of one father to 

love olle allothcl and co-operale 111 achlcv1l1g ail thelr common goal, so lt is also 

the dut Y 0/ the 'ludent'> of one teacher to love and ehcri!->h one anolher." 58 

ln additIon, aecOIdrng 10 al-ZarnüJï, Ihe ..,llIdent ~hould also take a 

poo., Il Ion, out of Il''pcct for h,.., tcachcr, Ilkc that of a pallcnt toward.., a doctor. He 

ha~ tn glve Ill.., Il'al 11er hl" tl'll,t lu g.o l'orward wlth the proccs.., of learnlllg For, 

111 tcrnl.., ot acadel11lc mallcr.." the tcacher I~, mOlc aware, beeall~e of his 

L'XpCIICnlT, Ihan Ihc "llIdCIlI. The o.,IluallOIl I~ the ~;ame a!'. thal of a pal1ent who 

o.,hould tru,>1 Ill'> doctol '>IIlCL' the lattcr IS the expert in dragnosmg as well as in 

hl'allllg lm dl'>l'a,>c Il the o.,tudcnt doc~ not aet in this fa~hlon, respecting hIS 

':17 AI-(,hatah, 1\lI.I/J .11-'//11/ Ille Boo/... of Kllowlcdgc, LIam and notes by Nabih 
AmI(] bn:-. (1 ahOll' S /1 l\1uh,1I1l111ad A!->hraf, 19(2), p 145 

'i~lhld 

':19,\ couple 01 \ L'1"C" (lI ,1 poelll C(ll11po"cd hy al-ZamüJi cnhanccs Iim. slIgge~t1on 
1 NCltllL'1 thc tc,ll'hel Ilor the physl\:lan ad\'l~c you unlc!->~ thcy arc honorcd. 
-: S(lllC,1I \(lUI dl"e,\"l' [l,Hll'ntl) Il y0U wrongcd Il'' hcalcr, and bc sallsfied 
\\'Ilh ~IHII Igll\1I.1I1l'l' Il ~Oll h,ln' \\Iollgcd a reac/ll'I Sec al-Z<imUjï, Ta<lïm, p 
q (ISI 
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• Ibn J:lImFah share" thl~ ~l1gge~tJl)n when hl' hnlti-. th,1l l'nl' of tlll' hl'~t 

attitude~ of a \tudcnt toward hl" tcacher l~ th,lI he tlll~t III the teacher 10 

overcome hl~ acadenuc plOhlem" Â~ 10 the comp:u abk ~tall1" of Ihe te,lchel ,lIld 

the doctor, he ~llgge"t~ that the "tudent 111\1"t openly con"ult \\'1th hl" te:lChl'1 and 

let him offer :1 ~ollition tn e"capc acadcl11lc pwhlcllh, Ill\t ,1\ Ihe p.ltlt'nt tl.'ll\ 

what he feeb in ortler that Ill.., dortm Illay Ill.tl-.c ,\11 arclIJ.\ll' lll,lgnO\I'" a\ weil a~ 

prescribe an appropnate treatment ÂCl'onhng to Ihn .Iama'ah. the ..,tlldellt 

should dlSCU~'" wlth IlIS teacher what must be acllll'wd, 1001-. for lm. plca\lIll" 

and be close to God whde he ..,crw~ lm, teachel FOI. a\~lIme~ Ihn Jamalah. 

being humble 111 faclIlg the teacher 1.., rewalded Aho. ktllllg the teadll'I rolltlol 

hls development 1.., an hOllor. and bCll1g mode"t towaHh lllllll\ Pll'\tlt",e h() A~ III 

the thll1k1l1g of al-Clh;mliJ. Il 1\ helli that "the \tlldent I1HI..,1 hl' Ileuhl'I 

supercIlIOU'" nor lInpenou:-. but 11l1l\lcomplclely ~lIhlllll to hl\ leachel and li~len 

to his directIon ju~t as the Ignorant patll'nt li~lell~ 10 the dilection of a I-.lIld and 

expert doctor." (,1 

While vcncrating thl' teacher, 111 thc 111IIld of ai-Zarnlill. the ..,tlUlellt 

~holild abo rc"'pcct hl~ chilchcn For the latter are tho..,e lor whom the tcacher 1\ 

responslhle In takmg cale of thelr growth Re"'pcctll1g hl\ chddlen Illeilll\ that 

the student ~hould help the teacher undertake hl.., dut y .. .., the parent (JI lm 

children, apalt hl.., bmlllc.,\ ln clIluvatmg I-.nowkdge lrorn wlllch thc ~tlldcl1t 

bcneflt.., Glving th1\ hclp i.., vely Important ln dCIllOIl\tlatlr1g that he 1\ .IW:tIC nI 

the con..,cquence of the teacher\ belng le\.., attentive tn hl\ c1l1ldrcll, ..,lnlC IllO..,t 

of hl~ lIme 1.., glvcn to dl..,pen..,lI1g 111\ teachlng Althollt",h thc hclp 1\ not 

60Ibn JamaLah, Téldflkmll ill-Sam} L, p '!.7 

• 61 cl-Bagir, "al-Gha/ITIî\ Phtlo\oplly (JI blucalloll," r 206 
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nco..:..,..,anly exprt<,..,ed Hl tht lonn of phY<,ICa) or matenal action, the respect for 

the wacher\ chddren Imght he enough to le<,~en the burden of the teacher. 

Rc<,pectlng the d1l1dren ot the teacher ha~ been encouraged hy al-Zarnüjï's 

prole<,<,or, Burhan al-DII1 al-Marglllnam who <,ay~' 

. that olle 01 the greate<,t lJ11üm<, of BlIhara 1 at one tllne J had sat 
lectllflllg and had \otl1etlmc<, men Hl the 11lIddie of his discourse. 
Whcn a<,ked the reawn Ilor thl~1 he explall1ed: Verily, the son ofmy 
teacher played wlth boy~ on the <,trect~ and came ~ometimes to the 
gate of the mmque A~ olten a~ 1 <,aw him 1 arase for hlm in order to 
honor my tcacher. h2 

1.lkewl:-.e, thc ..,tudent ..,holild aho serve hilll~elf as the servant of his 

tcacher, III mectlng hl~ dady nced~ Al-Zarnujl beheves that hy so doing, the 

~tudellt Will aclllL'Ve advalll'l' Ille nt III the \carch for knowledge. An expencnce of 

Fakhr al-Dln al ;\I<,ahandl (d 512/IIIX) slgnIfle~ thl~ ~uggestion; "Verily, 1 

have Icachcd tlm, lank la clllet Im:ïm of Marwl only by ~ervIng my teacher, for 

1 have <,ervcd Illy tcal'hcr, the Jlldgc, the Imam Abu Yazld ad-Dabüsï. 1 both 

waltcd Oll hlIn and prcpalcd lm food for th 1ft Y ycar~, but 1 never ate anything 

lhclcol "Id SlIl1Ilarly, Harun al-Ra~hld (relgned Hl 170-194/7R6-8(9), the 

Caltph 01 the l;\bhü<,ld dylla~ty, pClcclved the slglllflc<lncc of thls pOlllt when 

he "t'Ill h I~ ~on to al- A \mall (li 216/'(1,31) to ~tlldy Grammar and Ad'lb. 

One day Ithe Caltph 1 ~aw 1 al-A~ma'Il pllnfylllg hlJll~elf and 
w,l~hlllg hl\ reet wh de the ~on of the Cahph poured watcr over his 
feet Sn Itht' Callphl repnm:lnded al-A'lmaCj III thls manner ~aylllg: 
"llldeed, 1 ~ent hllll Il1ly ~on 1 10 you to Icarn grammar and be 
ll1\trucled III ada". so why I~ Il that you don't ask him to pour water 
\Vith one hand and w:\\h yom foot with the other hand ?M 

h2AI-Zal1lllJlI, l'iI'llIll. P .B {17) 

<dlblLl {Ih) Im:ïrn Abü Yalld ,II-Dabtbï \Vas probably Abu Zald al-Dabü~ï (d 
441/lln9) 

h.Jlhld . P '.J { 17) 
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Respect should he abo given tu the tt'acher \\ hel, hl' VI:-.It ... the tOWIl 

where the ~tudent re:-'Idc:-. This \uggl':-.tlon, on ont' hand. pnll1.1\ ~ the tr,llhttnn 

of Muslim ~l'holar\hlp Whll'h wa:-. al'l]lIi1l1lled \Vith i1cadl'1l1Il' l1avel. nhl.,11 

Cilmîyah, by WhlCh a ~l'holar or ,\ \tudenlll~ed 10 make il long IOUllley t'tom Olll' 

CIty of learlllng 10 anolher 111 older ln atlall1 kllowkdge Il ... Iglllfle .... nn the other. 

that the relallOn\hlp hetween the ... llIdl'nl ami the tC:tChl'l 1'> pl'Illlalll'llt, l'vell III 

the event that they ILve 111 ~eparatl' plal'C" The pIC\elll'l' ot th\.' tcad\l'I III a lowl\ 

where the \tlldellt lIve ~hould, thell'lnre, he welclltl1cd \\'lIh the grl·atl· ... t ot 

respect. There I~ a n<lllation ln the TacIim, enhanl'Ing tl\l\ "llgge~lH)n: 

The venerable Imam, the mo~t glonou\ !'.1I1l :\I\\ong the Il\\a1l1~, .. 1-
I:Iulwanï 1 cft BuhITra and \l'Illed for \0111(' I11lll' ln a l'el tam town 
becall~c 01 an lI\cldellt whlch bd'ell hllll 111\ \tutll'Ilh vl\lIt'd hl!'. 
with the exceptIOn of the Vl'nerable Im.1111, the Illtlge. Ahu B.II·" a? 
Zatan.ll. When hl' Illet 111111, ,11-llulwanl ,I"kt'li 111111 "why dit! yOllllot 
come to Vl!'.1t me '1" Ahl Bahl leplled "1 W,I" IKTUpll'd \l'IVlI\g my 
mOlher" AI-I.lulwalll an\wl'Il'd. "You Will ()htatn a Ilwlthoml huI 
yOll will not attall1 the glamollf of I~aclllng " And tlm '" 111\1 whal 
happencd for i Ahü BakrlItwd l1\Œl of lm 11ft: III vtllagn and W.I\ 

unable 10 carry ()nIcCIUle~ Thll~ 1<; depnved 01 the IllItt\ of learnlng 
who ha~ ~ltghted hl~ teacher, and only 111 a ~Illall way doc,> hc prol Il 
from hls knowledgcY' 

It is IIltcrc~tll1g that a tradition \aJd to he l'rom tAIt Ihn Ahl l'ahh 

enhance~ thb \llgge~110n "1 am the !'.Iavc of 1111\1 who tallght me one- lettl'I 01 

the alphabet. If he wI"he\ hc Illay \cll mc, ri hc \0 de\lIc\ he- Illay ... ct Ille Irec, 

and if he cares to he mav make\ u ... e of Ille a~ a ... lavc " hfJ 
J 

It 1\ apparent that al-ZarnuJI ... ec ... the teacher a ... a dctcl'llHnanl laclor III 

the prnce~ ... of learntng The ... uree ...... 01 "'llldy ... ccm ... 10 hl' very Illuch ckpcndclll 

651bld ,pp 11-34 ! 17) Shalll\ al-A JI 1ll1Tl ah Muh.unlllad /lm Mull,IITlm.td ,tI Khulw.lIl1 
(d 44X/lOS6ol L14W\057) and Ahu Bakr al-Zar,II1JI (d ')OX/l114) 

66Jbld, P 12116) 

.. 
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on the re'>pellful attltu(k 01 111(; \tudènt to hl'> tcacher. More practlcally, al­

Zarnuli ,>ugge,>h that the ,>tudtnl let hl'> tcacher take care of hi~ leaming to the 

exttnl pm'>lhlc AI-Zarnu)I,>ay'" 

J n ,>eekmg knowlcdge, it I~ nece~~ary not to choose one~elf 
the k Ind of lcarnmg 10 pur,>uc, but to entru~t the matter to the teacher. 
J'or Jmked expenencc ha,> come to the teacher in these matters so 
that he ha,> more knowlcdgc of what i~ needed for each person and 
what 1'> \llltahle tn Ihe nature lofeach ~tudentl67 

Il ft 1'> necc .. ~aly Il for the student not to sit near the teacher 
dUflng Ihe Ieclure c"ccpt under ncçc~~Ity, rather l~ It c~~ential that 
pupIl~ ~It III a ~ellll-circle at a certain dJ~tance from the teacher, for 
indccd tlm 1\ more appropriate to the respect clue Ithe teacherl. 68 

ln addition 10 the tcacher, the respect of the student should also be given 

to the Boo" a,> weil a,> ln other text-hooks ln regard to this matter, al-Zarnüjï 

rdCI ~ ln ~()1l1l' Il adulon\ ahoul how 10 rc~rect the Book The mo~t IIlteresting is 

that the .. tudcnl .. hould he :n a .. tate of ritual pUflty wllllc taking or bnnging the 

Boo". By tlm l11ean~, Il 1 .. hellevcd that the attall1mcnt of knowledge will 

'>lll'ec~ .. llIlIy be :tchlcved AI-Khlilwanl ~aid : "Verily, 1 ohtamcd thiS learning 

by llIean .... of wneral Ion 1'01 1 never took up paper unless 1 wa~ pure. "69 Another 

Il adlllonJ!'>lIan,lled Ihat. 

The wn~"1 ahle 1 m,lIll, Ihe sun of the Imams, as-Sarahsi had a 
~Iomal'h ache Il wa .. lm. wonl to repea! the Koran at mght. So he 
]lulltled 11Im~elf ~e"enteen tlIncs leach Ume after he had been 
l'ompelled 10 reh~ve nature 1 in order not to resume recitatiOn without 
Ix'mg pllle Ile dld tlm ~inl'C learning is IIght and purification is 
IIght. thu, Ihe IIght of lcarnll1g IS Illl'l'ca<;cd by Iplinficationl.70 

Cl7lhld. P ~6 {211 

M'lhld. PP ~6- n {21} 

691htd . pp ~.-l- ~5 {1 9 1 The ((ka Ih.ll knowkdgc (lcammg) b a Itght IS round also in 
al-Cih.\I.lh'~ lùfa/J .I1-'lIm. quOlll1g Ibn M.l<;'od· "Knowlcdgc b nOI vlrtuosity bullS a 
hghl wlllch t~ :-hl'd min 1 hl' he,1I1 " AI-Ciha/ülï, KIl,Yh <II-cl/m. p 205. 

70lhtd.p ~51Il)} 
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Addil1onally, the ~tudent ~hould he l'ardul III ananglllg boob tn ~ho\\' 

respect to them. The Book and those of e'i.ege"'l~ Illu,t he put aho\'l..' Ihe olhl'r~ 

Books concerl1lng rehglOu", "-nowledge ~hould be ln a hlghl..'l pmllllHl th.1Il the 

others. Similarly, Il I~ forbldden, .lCl..'ordl11g 10 al-Z:\1 nUJÎ ln ~t1etl..'h out OIlC\ loot 

toward the QurJan a~ weil a'\ other hoob 

Writlllg in a clearly heautlful ... tyle IS also an e\.prc~~loll of n ..... pl'TI 

toward books, ... ugge ... ts al-Zarnù)Î. Be~lde ... that, It 1 ... prckrrcd to 'cleet tlll..' 

square fonn of hoob, ~lI1ce "It I~ the C,hll',t fOI Irltlllg, plallllg and Ic.ld!l1g " 71 

Still concernl11g re~pect for boo"-" al-Zarnü)I ~ugge ... ls. "Il 1 ... Ill'lT~~ary nol 10 

have any red color 111 the Book for thus W:lli the u~age of the pllllo...()phcr~ huI 

not the m,age of our ance~tor ... , to our ~haih~ Il Mul.Jallllllad Ibn hma'il :11-

Bukharï, one of the grcalc~ tradil1ol11 ... h 111 "'Iamll, Ihl' u ... c of l'cd Illlxtlile 1101 

writl11gl i~ abhorrellt "72 

FlIlally, a~ an exprc~~lon of re ... pect for knowlcdgc, :-.uggc:-.t:-. al- /,;\IIlU)I, 

the student ~holild hlghly appreclate lm, compaIlIO[\ ... III lc:lIllll1g a ... weil a~ Ihl' 

learned men who ~lIrrolind hllll From them, Il 1 ... cxpeetcd that the ... llIlIcnl l'ail 

take ali much advantage a ... pO~"'lblc Ll\tclllng to IhclI wl,>dolll and "-Ilowledge, 

even though he may hear them lllany tlllle ... 1'> "'lIgge,>lcd 1)L't au ... c al Zarnu)I 

beheve:-. that "he whm.e re'>pecl alter a thOlI,alld tJ[llC'> l'Ilot cqllal 10 hl'> rc'>pcll 

the fust lime (ht, hem,> thc~c thlllg ... ), 1 ... no! worthy of kn()wkdgc "7\ 

71 Ibid., P 3h {20) 

72Ibld 

T'Ibid 
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B. Learning Strategies 

The very nature of Mu..,llm learnmg throughout the c1asslcal and 

mc(l!cval PCflO(!<, wa ... an mtcn~cly direct contact between the teacher and the 

~tlldcnt, wlth oral tran ... ml..,..,lon con..,lltuting the predominant approach. The 

tcacher occupicd, a.., a con ... cqucncc, a greatcr po~Ition of authority while the 

nccd to get III tOllch wlth hlln wa.., thu~ II1di~pensable for the student. The 

..,lIl1alton enCOlII aged thc ..,tudent to hlllid a permanent relation~hip even 111 the 

l'vent that the teachcr n.~"'lded 111 a lown, far from hl.., re..,ldence. The academic 

JOllnH.'y (II~I/;Ih (1IrIllYilh), by whrch a ~tudent t1avelled to re~lde for a long time 

wlth a karned 1IIall III a City, wa~ li common feature of the lime. Ibn Khaldün 

dc..,cnbc"> tlll~ weil a,> foIlow..,. 

Â M.llolar\ education I~ grcatly ImplOved by travelling in quest of 
knowledgc and Illcctll1g the authoritatIve teacher~ (of his time). The 
Ica\on 1.., that hl/man heing\ nbtain their knowledge and chamcter 
qllalItre,,> and ail thclI Op111l0n:-. and vlllues eIlher through study, 
rn:-.tnrc!IOn, and lecture, or thlOugh Imitation of a teacher and 
per:-.onal contact wlth hrm 7"t 

Ânother ~tnJ..lI1g characten:-.!IC of MlI~lim learnll1g in the early period 

wa~ that concel ned wllh rncmormltlon which was rcgarded a~ the main tàsk of 

thc ~tlldellt. The ma:-.tel y of J..nowlcdge wa~ detc1l11ll1ed by the extent of one's 

Illclllory. Thl~ cvaillalioll of lllemory corre~pond~ with the nature of rehgious 

"Ilowlcdgc WhlCh lllll~t not men:l)' bc llnder~tood for per~onal purpose~, but 

al"l) bè traml111ltl'd a'-\ prcClscly as pO""lbk to othcrs. MemorizatIOIl was at first 

apphl'd tn thl' \tudy of the QllrJan whrch i'-\ "eonsrdered by Mu~hllls hterally to 

741hn Khaldun. The Ml/(/,/(fdll11,111 "Il Intmductlo/J to Ill."tory, vol. 3, tran~ by Franz 
Ro~cnth,11 (Ncw 't'm!.. 1\\I1llwon Boo!..~, 1995), P 307, quolcd 111 YU"icf Abdul Latccf, 
"An OWr-Vll'v. 01 \\'l'~tcm ,\I1t1 hlall11c Educal1on," DI~~CI1<lllOn (Massachusctts: Thc 
11l1lVl'P,lty oll\1.Madlu,cth, 1(75), P gO 
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be the word of God: ilS accuratc J11Cll10ri7ation ln onl' OI mOll' of Ihe ~l'Vl'n 

convention al rccital10nal form~ I~ the first \tep 111 masll'nng the n.'lIgwlls 

SCIences."75 In othel wonl ... , '''Mncmonic dOIlllnallon' (lIIahika /-ill/(/), tlll' 

rnemonzation of a kcy le;..t JU~I a\ the QurJün I~ mClllon/cd, I~ abo the :-.tatllllg 

point for the maslery of religlous ~clcnce."7/J 

750alc F. Eickclman, "The Art of Mel1101'y. Islanlll: Educalloll .md It~ SOCIal 
Reproduction," CompélfiltH'c StlldlC," ill SOClC:ty ilnd IIJ.\lOl)' 20 ( 1 <)7X), P 4H) For 
more information ahout nll/;/h Cllmiy<lh (acadCIl1H: lIavel) III the 11I"tory 01 blamh': 
scholarship, \ec Sam l'iaac Gelletls, "The Seal'ch 101 Knowkdgl' 111 Mcdlcv.11 MlI~llIn 
Societies. a Comparative Approach," III MlI .. Illll TUH'c1/cl", PI/glIl1l;/gC, 1Hlglil(lOll ;111(/ 
the RcligJOll,.,/mélgm,/(IOI1, cd by Oak F Elch.elman and J.UllC\ Pl',calor 1 (I.o~ Angles 
Ul11vcrslty 01 Call1oll1la, 19(0), pp 50-6X, and Hkm, "Scllol.lI:- ,lI\d TI.lvcllcrs the 
Social HI~tory 01 Eally Mu ... ltm Egypl, 2IX-4X7/X.n-l()<)4," J)1'i:-el1.lIlon «'oll1lllhl.1 
Columbia University, 197X) Sel' 411"'0, Jean Elt/ .tbelrl <.illhelt, "'l'hl' 'lIl./1l1;1 J 01 
Medieval Dam,lSCUS and the !tHem.lllon.1I World 01 hl,IITIIC ScllOl.lI ... hlp," ()1 ...... et1alloll 
(Berkeley. Ul1Ivel:-tly 01 Calt loml a, 1 (77) ln the lall~I, Iltl' .11I1ltOl t'xanlllled Ihe 
contributron 01 the migratIOn (nil/ah) 01 Mll~llm scholal~ ('lI/amn) lrom olltcrcllw!\ 
to Dama'icu"" and thls movement leslilted III Ihe 1Il:-ltlllllOlI.lI .111<1 IIllelllalional 
establishment 01 MlI~llrn lcamll1g in Dama\cus mllte IllCdlt'V,tI pellod 

76 Ibid 'Mnemonlc dOllllnallOn' (nw1af...a 1-llIld) IllCall~ III 1111 ... conlL'xl 'lite lal'lllty 01 
mcmory' Meall'hhlle, Seyycd lIo"",clI1 N~",r IrtC~ 10 "how Iltc co III \)1 Il.111011 of IIIl' U"'l' 
of book!-. and Ihe ~Igllllicance of olalll dlNlll ...... llHl \Il MII\IIIII k,lnllllg, hy "',1 Y III).'. "1\:­
a l'csult 01 thc IIllluencc of tlte QUIJanlc rewlatloll and aho (llher j,lllor ... rd.lled ln Ihl' 
rtSc 01 the wholc Isl.IIllIC l'ducal tOnal !\y:-Icm, the !\Ignllïc.lllcc (lllhe oral Il.ullllOn alld 
Illcmory as a vchlc1c lor the trant.,ml ...... lon 01 knowlcdge C.II11t' 10 Lompleml'ilt the 
wrillen word cOlllamcd 111 book~, e~pccl,llIy those hoob wlllch hec,mlC centrallcxt ... lor 
thc tcachmg of vartous !\chool!\ 01 thollght and whlclt ligllfed plOlllltlenlly 111 Ihe 
rclationship betwecn the tradlllOnal ma!\tcr (UI-ll'<'/[/(llJ) alld Iltc ... llIdl.'nl ... ((lilIal») Suclt 
book~ bccame more than slmply the wrttlcn Icxt Ralhcr, Iltcy calllc 10.lL LOlllpany and 
in a sen~c bccame Immeft.,\~d \Il thc ... pokcn wOld, tltlough ail 01.11 kaLlllllg Irall\mltled 
[rom ma~lcr to ~tu<lcnt and ~IO\ed III the IJlClJlor~1 01 Iho~(~ <lc'ollllcd 10 he Ihe Icclplellh 
of the knowle<lgc III que~t\On Slich hoo"-\ were Ilot cxLlu"'lvdy wrttlCII Icxl ... who ... e 
fcallty wa'i exhau"'led by thc worth IIhcnbcd IIllllk upon p,l\(;ltllll'III 

The oral tradition aho playcd a cultutal role ln delcrtllllllllj! whll..h hoo\" or 
books 01 a partlcular ma"ter would becornc lext" 10 hl' dl ... cll ...... l'd III \Iully urcle ... alld 
would aet a ... a vchlclc lOI the tràn ... 'lII ...... IO!l of the teadlJng" 01 the trIa"ler III que~tloll 
Thc oral tran~ml"'~IOIl hclpcd 10 e ... lahll ... hcd Ihe authonly 01 teachcr ... who wnc 10 
follow and tt ... erved a ... thc cnlCIIO\1 wlth the ald of whlch (Jill' LOuld dl ... llllglll\h OIlC 

student lrom anothcr a ... lar a~ hl:- clo\cnc\ ... to the ma ... ler and UlHlcr\talldl/lg of Ihc 
lallcr's mC\'iage were conccmcd, altholl}!h nalurally oltcn cfJ\ued " Scyycd I/0 ...... CI1l 
Nasr, "Oral Tran~ml"""lon .md the Book III "'Iamll.. LdlJLalton The Spokcn and Ihe 
Wrillcn Word," JOllnwl oll.,/,lmlC SILJdlC.~ l 1 (J (92), pp J-2 
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lIowcver, \olar ,p, hlgher learning i~ concerned, Muslim scholarship 

reprc\ented the dynamlc deve!npmcllt of intellectual tradltIon~ Even though 

rcltglou\ knowJedgc \lIch a" "'I:lnllc law (/ÏqhJ and hlall1lc thcology (ka/am), 

were 1l1dced (;on\ldcrcd the mo\t attractive \l1hJect~ \mce they origmated From 

the Ql1r Jan, MlI\ltm lcarnlllg hardly ncglected the other ~uhJect~, which were 

con\ldered lIon-reltgloll'" \CICnCC\, partlcularly tho\e whlch employed 

phtl()~orhlcal or 1 allonal enforccmellt. Thl.., ~ituatJoll wa.." furthermore, reflected 

hy the e..,tahll"hment of VanOLI\ In'ltltutlOns, not only the ma~.iid (the mosque), 

the IlI;ulm.\;! (the "ehool of reltglDu~ ~CICnCC\, "'U<.:h a~ fiqh), and the dar aJ-

~/ilcll(h (the hOll\C of tradition), but abo the d;ir a/-cJ/m (the hou se of 

knowledge) and the lIar ;tl-blkI1J<lh (the hou~e of philo~ophy)_ Similarly, this 

circum'ltanee hrought Into cXI~tenL'C both humafll~l1c and ~cholastic traditions in 

wlllch mcthodologlcal ra~hl()n\ took ..,hape in varioLl\ terms such as munii?arah 

(dl~I)[Jlatlon) and IlIlulh,fkarah (dl"CU'l~lon) 77 

771-0/ mOlt' 111 101111 dl Ion eonel' III mg ,1"PCCt:-- of Mu"ll/ll leanung in me Imtory of Islam, 
:--cc T01.lh, 'l'Ill' ('oll/uIW/JOII AI"o "CC AI~mad Sh~llabÎ, Hlstory of Musiim 
EtluC'a/IO/I Okl rut D.1l al-K.I"h:-.h,ï/, 1(54); A S l'Il Lton, Malcnal~ on Musllm 
EdllcatlOll /1/ /he !\1uldlc A~c., (LontlOll' Lune and Co., 1957); Abdclwahld Abd,ùla 
YOllSl1, "Mu\lim Lcal1111lg DUllng lhc Earber Abba"ld Era 745-861 A.D, DIssertation 
('l'olonlo DCp.\lllllcnl 01 Aoult Education, Unlve~lty 01 Toronto, 1978); S.M. 
ZI.llIddlll AI.lVI. Mu\/im Educ.l/lOllal 1110UglJl 111 tlle Muidlc Agcs (New DelhI: 
AII,lIltIC PlIbll:--lIl'l\ & DI~lnhlllor~. 1(88); VIcente Canlanno, "Medieval Spamsh 
Irl"lllullOn'l 01 1 e.111lIllg. a RC.lPPI a"I.lI, Rc\'uc dc!> Etudes !slamH/uc!>' 44 (1976), pp. 
217·22){. N(lllll.1Il D.mlel. ··Chal.lelemllc" nI In"lllutwnal Leal1llllg III the MIddle Age 
EXl'llIplllïcd III tllc "lully 01 hl,II1I." Rn'ul' dL" E/ude\ 1.\lamH/ucs 44 (1976), pp. 271-
2){5. AVIIl'1 Udadl, "1:--1.\Illlc hlllcallon Theone:-- III the Middle Age!>. sorne 
Mctllodologlc.1I NOle" wllh SpeCial Relerencc 10 .I1-Gh,\I,m," Bntl ... /J SOCIety for 
Muldlc EI.\/c17l S/l/(lin Hullc/J/J 14 (\91'18), pp 3-10, Kil Semaan, "EducatIon in 
Islam, Itollllhe I.ll1l1lyy.111 to Ihn Kh<lILlLlll," l\1u.\lull Wmld 56 (1966), pp. 187-198; 
AS Tntton. "MlI~!J1ll hllll\1l10n III thc Middle Ages," Musllm World 43 (1983), pp. 
82-94,and GCOlgl' Ma"dl~l\ wor"-" ~uch a" 711C RI'C (J/ Col/cgc!>' Im/ltutlOns of 
l.canul1g 111 1,1.l111 (/f)(I/l1e Wc'/ (hllllburgh Edlllhurgh Ull1ver~ity Prcss,1981) and 
l'Ile R,.\(' 0/ lluI1J.1fl1.\lll 111 CI.J\\/('al 1.,lam and (he Cflmll;ul We.\( (Edll1burgh: 
EdlllhUl gh lJlll\'L'I\lly Pre~" 19l)()). ,1Iltl Jonathan Bcrk.cy, The TrnllsmIs810n o[ 
1\1/01\ Icdge 111 .\ kd/c\.I1 n/110 .1 SOl'/al Hl\t01y 0/ l!>lclllllC Educi/(w!l (Pllnccton, N.J .. 
PllIlI'l'IOl\ lIIlIH'I\ll) Pll':-.... Il)l)2) 
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As wIll be cOI1!'1ldered. the aho\'t' characten!'lttr!'l of 1\111' .. lIm learIlI "!! 

appear to some e:-...tent among al-Zarnüji's !lk"". 

1. Selecting Subject Matters 

An important ta:-..k for the :-..tudent I~ tbat he \hnuld ~ekct the :-..ubll'l't 

matter of hls learl11ng hav1I1g In 1l111ld certaI11 ùlll!'..idaa110n:-"lll accOldance wlth 

hls interests AI-Zarnull "t'clll!'..lo have hcen acqua!lltcd wuh a IJad1l101l1ll Wllldl 

the role of the :-..tuùent ln thl.., m,lttel i" 1l1\pOllanl. hdolc hc IK'l'Ol\ll'''' l\w\llVl'd 11\ 

a learmng proce:-..:-.. III whlch the teachcr ta\..t'" dOl\llll;lnt contlOl BC:-"Idl'.." ln 

offering: hl.., ~uggc~l1om on thi.., plobkm. al-ZalIHIIl dOl'''' Ilot ll1dCL'd PIOPO\C 

speclflc le:-..:-..on.." con..,idcl1ng that the :-..tudClll ha:-.. rull Il::--pOll:--lhtllly lOI 

determining whatevercour<,e he may he lI1ten::-..tc<! 111 

The student ,>hould ,",elect '>lIb,CCl:-- wlllch glvc mOle adv:tntagc ... tn Ill'> 

interest. Th1:-" 1:-- the 1I['.,t pOlllt al-ZarnuJÏ ... uggC..,h Ile ... ay<, that "WhCll 

uildertaking the :-"Iudy of \..nowlcdgc 11 1:-" nece,>,>ary 10 LllliO'>C alll()l1g ail the 

branches of learnlllg Ihc one mmt bcnclîcial 10 onc,>clf "7X 'l'hl.., 1IIlpIH.''' that 

before belng active ln a Iearnlllg PIOCC..,..,. the ,>tudCllt ..,hould he aW:tlc (lj 111\ 

necessities Wllh thl'> awarcnc~.." the !'..tudcnt Illlght ddcrIlllllC wh,1l the "tlltl!:nt 

should ... tudy to the cxlcnt po..,,,lblc and 111 tCIll1\ 01 hl.., IllTd.., III dJ(){)"lIlg Ihe 

~ubJcct of lcarnll1g 

The :--econd pOint 1" that the "ludcnt ..,hould "dect tht.: ..,lIbll'll.., Whll h 

meet hls need,> ln the matter of rdlglOn At thl'> romt, al-ZarnllJ! recognl/c.., thdl 

78AI-ZamuJÎ, Tac/im, P 2X ! ) ) } 
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Howevcr, ,tl-/arnu)l p,I~' "CIllHI" ,lttl'l1tlUI1 tn thl' 'llhll'd ul thc l :111\\ ul <. JO.! 

((.1\\11/(1) Ill' huld" tn,1l tllL' "tulknl'< Il,1 \l' III k,IIII ,lhplIllhe hl'Ill'I InlHll' (iod 

hecall"l' "thl' f;llth 01 hllll \\h(l hlllldl~ Inllm\\ ,llllh()llt~, \'\l'Il th(\lI~~h It m,IV lw 

correct III nlll \ 1\..'\\. '1I11 l' dctn tl\'l' hl'l"lll'l' ni hl" Lululc tll :l,k 101 Jllooi " JI) 

Apart l'rom hl" lIadll1011all,m ,l' ,hO\\11 111 man)' 01 hl, "1lt',t',C'11011\, II 1" 

llltercstmg Ihal al Ihl" pOlnl al Zalll11JI :--1..'1..'111\ 10 fall 11110 latlollah"m 1'0' 

bcltcvlllg ln Got! on the b,\'I' nt te.t,on l' l'lllItll'lllly thl' .tltl\lIdl' 01 the 

ral10nah"h III m,llln, 01 thl'olo~y 

necessary for the "Iudl'llt\ 1 lltUIl' Ai-Zarnuil dl"play:-- lm pelceplloll Ihal Ihl' 

student "hOlIld antiCIpaIt' what 1" 11eedcd to lacl' hl" long hie Ol1 t'Il' Olle hand, 

1Il mattel~ of leltgloll p:lIl!clll,lIly, al-Z,lIll11J1\ ..,Ut',t',l'..,h th.tl the "tlldl'nt he 

pragmallc by uklllg thl' ..,lIhlel t whll'h l' 1ll0,,1 hl'Ild ICI.t!, III that Il 1\ a "lIhfL'ct 

for the pIactlcal PlllPO"'C 01 Ill' IciIgIOll\ [lié On thc othcl Il,lntl, he con~ldel'" 

that a ~tudl'nt "hould l'qlllp 11IImt:l1 WIth the knowlcdge JIll,'" , :11 to the 1 titille 

of life. 

Fmally, III \e\ectlllg the :--uhJect lt ,.., ~lIggc"ted thallhe ..,Iudcnt "hou Id nol 

be attracted 10 new matte'" Rather, he ..,hould ',dect the allClellt "lIhjl'lI' 

il I~ e""entral to dlOO\1' all11l'llt hcf()n~ Ill'W thlng\ lt 1\ ".lId "Stll\.. 
to allClel11 Ihm!!.., whiie ,IV(lldJllg ncw tIHI1!!,\ .. Bcw.l/l' ()I hl'C tlJlllllf.! 
cngro""cd III tllml' dl"PlIlt:\ \!.hllh L'OIllC ahout ,tltc/ olle Il .. \ llil 
lomc l'rom Ihe al1lll'l1t autho/ Jtll''' hl! 1 \Ul Il t!J\jllltt:1 hTP'" thl' 
\tudcnt away l'rom knowlcdge, wa"Il'\ away hl" Idl' and lcavt:\ hllll 
wlth Inothlllg hutl ..,o!ltlldt: and h()~tIIJty 1/\ t!J\putt:ll\ ont: ni tht: 

79lbid, P 2R (12) 
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Indlt\ltlun,> of the Ilour III e thl: I.t,>t Dayll and the anlllhilatlon of 
hot h k/loW kdrl: and <!ol'lIIllC " xO 

88 

Ikforl: plotel:dlllg to con'>Hkr the Ide.!\ of other '>l'holar~ concerlllng the 

,>ekluon (Jf thl: '>lIhlel'!'>, It 1'> ll'lt:vant ÎU lal'>C the 1'>~lIC of prngre~~ ln hlam, 

glVC'n al Z;lInulI\ notllln ot anUC/l1 agal/l,>t new tlllng'> 

11 ha,> hec/l l'OlllllHJllIy hl'Id that MlI,>lllm' attIllldc,> toward their culture 

tend to hl: h;/{" \\'i/ld, III that they t!l\.l' Cxlrl'Illl' Importance 10 the prcvlOus 

tladltJfllh, 11l,>le,1(1 of helllg /ol'V.ml Iooh.lng wllh Icgard 10 Ihe concerns of the 

future "olloWllll! 1 he j n()btep'> (lf thl' li ad Illon,> of thclr pl cdl'ce~'oor', COI1~tItutes 

the lcgltImate .turhotlty ln thcl! lIve,> ft 1'> cVldcnt, at lca'oL III the thll1kll1g of al-

Z:llnllll a,> dell1on,>tlated ahove, th,t! thc anClc:ll h.nowlcdge, Ill'otead of the new, 

\tlOlIld hc 1ll00C Ill1port,lnt ln tC11I1,> of what thc 'otlldcl1t ,>hould scek. Thl~ IS 

pClhap"" III hnc wlIh thl' notlOll 01 Ihn al-MlIqaffa' 

Wl' have tOlllld men hdore ll~ to have hccn larger 111 body and, 
mOll'Ovcr, mOI l' 1 alIona!. \tl onger and, morcover, more ~kllflll; long­
llvl'd and, morcnvcr, morc l:xpl'rlcnccd .... the m()~t that a C;Tlim of 
Ollr gellclatlon l'an """PIIC to I~ to rccclvc 111..., cIlm from them ... 
Afler thcm, 1l0thlll~ more l'an he '>~l1d, be Il wClghty or tnvla1. 81 

SlIl11larly Ahllilayyan al-Tawhrdl (d 414/\023) addre~~e..., the notIon that: 

XOlhld 

If yotl C\allllllC the m.tllCr c.trdully yOll Will ~ec that none of these 
sClencc,> 1'> corrcctly pracl1l'ed hy ~cholan, today becall~c the worId IS 

pa~~lIlt! away and the La~t Hour IS drawing near. .. Decrea~e IS 

Il1cvlIahk III hllll1al1 lifc at ail tlllles and place~ so that man's will 

X Ilhn ,tl-Muq.tll.\', .I1-Adnh nl-K,/hil \\ il .I1-Ad.lh al-Saghïr (BClIllt Dar Sadlr, n.d.), 
pp 12-1,'" qUl)tcd III Tanl Kh.lll(lI, "The ltira 01 Progrc~s III CIa"~lcallslam," Journal 
(,/ NC:J/ 1:.I"t('lll St/uile.' -lO (\91{ \ ), P 2XO 
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do~"1 llOt t.!O\\ tpo PO\\L'lllll .Illl' th,ll hL' 1l1.1~ I..lll)\\ th.lt Ilc \\ Illl 
te"lted hll11 \\ Ith "I11dl dL'lTl'.\"I~"1 l' thL' \ok \Ollll:C (l( Ilh'!l'.I'C S.' 

Matta, wIll pWl'L'ed lI"c tlll ... ulltii th,- condition nt plllln,nphy 
reache, the o"tage where It \\ .1\ \\Ith Pl.lto .1Ild wIll hl' dl'\'Clnprd 
ulltilll ,~ttk\ al the '1.lt'~' \\hl'IL' II \\.1\ \\lth :\11"Itotk SI.'ll'tltlfh' 
lllve~tl~.ltl()n (.JI-n.I/.IT ./l-·I!IJ/I) \\ III thL'ncc.I\l', .ltlL! .lllllll'thnd, \\ III 
he fully \\,Ol"ed nul Thl'Oll'tlC.tl plllh"()ph~ .1" "dl .1\ pupllI.\l 
llIllVL'r\.tl phIln'l)phy \\111 h~ pL'lketl'd, .ltld tlll'Il' "dl hl' no 111l11L' 
roOIl1 for any tllrthL'1 II1\'l'\tl~.ltlon Il \\ III thL'n hClOIllL' .\ l'I.llt 
(~Inél'.I), tn b~ tallght and kalned only SI 

definItc ~uhJel't whlch ,hollld hl' ta[..ell hy the ,tlldelll, thl' hl,tory 01 MU'\lIll 

~cholar,hlp Wltll~\"e, thl" QlliJiln .LIlL! h.u/Ilh :1\ helll~ (ll'llll.lI11'ntly 1l1lpOlt.lIlt 

~lIhJect~ \uch il\ \\lal111C law (/il/hJ and hlalllll' thcolllgy (1-.. /1./1/1) x 1 Ihn 

Sal.mün take~ the Vlew, 10/ Ir1\tanl'C, Ih.ttthe ,CICI1CC' 01 Ihe ()lll'an .md ~/./(ilth 

are ncce,,~an\y \tudled eariier ~lllee hoth 101111 the ,nUll'l", of leiIgl<llI' 

InstructIOn and the h~hl' for other l\:iIgIOU" kllowledgl" Ihn Jalllalah, wlllie 

sllgge~trng tht.: ."ame Ide:!, add\ thatlhe Arahll language 1\ IllXl",,,.III1y ,twlIed III 

companron~hlp wlth the ,tudy or the\l' Iwo ... uhlC'L'l' Only altet gOlng through 

the~e ~tlldle~" l'an the ... tudcnt ltlten"'lvdy concentlatc on !)Iher klJowledgl' H'i 

82AbO Hayyfm LAII Ibn Muhamm.ld al-T.l'.vludl, "R, ... :-t!.t Il al-LlJlulll", cd hy M.lre 
Berge III Bulletlll (J'Etude'> Onen/a/n IX (19fJ~), pp 11 12, qlloted III KIl.tlHII, "'l'hl' 
Idea," p 280 

83AhO Na ... r Muhammad al-htrahl, Klléll> d/-Ill/rul, l'd hy M M,tlIdl (/kl/\Il, 1 (r/O) , 
pp 142-141,qulHcd III Tanl Kilalldl, "l'Ile Idca," p 2XO 

84ConcCnllllg lhl\ plOhlcm, "'Cl' Tnlloll, Matcl/a/\ 011 Ml/\IIIII I:dll( iI//UII, pp 4047, 
and Totah, nie lOllln/)u/IO/J, pp 12·4() 

85Ibn Jamacah, Té/dM. Il (// al-S<im/ l , p 111 
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Ill'> IntL'fl:,>lIng that, dlfkrl:nt l'rom the ahovc OpIniOn, Ion MI,>"'awayh 

Illtlke,> thc pOint, pertaltllng thl: '>ltllllfïc.lllt '>lIoJcu,> \\'hlLh ,>hould be ,>tudicd, that 

onc ,>tlOuld pay .tttl·lltlOn to the J...l1owlcdgc corrc,>pondlllg to hl'> c\.l"tcncc and to 

hl" nature 1 le dm: ... nu! pOlnl out CCrt.tlll '>lIh11'Ch fallllhar 10 the field of 

karnln!-" hut hl'> VICVv rCp'l'\l'llt'> d phdo"ophllal tcnrlcncy 'xhllh 1.., urllvcr~al to 

WI}(\CVl:I Vv ,,>hc,, tn pel teet hllmelf a.., a hllman hcmg (ù)\:irliya) and 
reach the rallk (i;u/1r) whlch 1\ l1leant hy 'hul1lan nature' ln order to 
Illtc).!r,lll' hl" ... cll (/r-yatI11l1l1a dhiltahu) and have the ~ame 
plckrcl1u· ... ,llld IIlteI1tHH]\ a" thmc of the phIlo"()phcr~, Ict hlm 
act)um: thne two art'> ( ... rn,Tiati/w). 1 lllean the thcoretJcal and 
pral'llc.t1 part,> of phIlo\ophy, a,> a rC'>lIlt, thcrc will accrue to hlm the 
C'>\l'lll1al Ilaturc,> 01 thlng,> (haqürJq al-u1l1ür) hy I11can~ of the 
theoll:llcal palt, and gond dced.., hy mc,lI1,>ofthc praclIcal par~ 8h 

A ... lor al Ciha?all, he ... ugge ... h that the ~tllctcnt:-, be aware of some points 

III "'CkCllll).! thcll ..,lIhlert mattcl Fir..,\. hc ~hOlild not, at thc "aille tlme, select a 

ll11mhcl 01 ..,llhll'l'h Irom thllL'll'nt I,dd.., IrhtCdd, he I11U~t glvc pnonty 111 

choo..,lIIg the mmt lInportant \l1 rddtlOll tn 111', lite 1'0 al-Ghazali, 1t 1" obvious, 

that the "UhJl'ct ,\ th.!t concl'llllllg thl' hClcaftcI ('rlm nl-,Iklwnh), "lI1cludmg the 

"CH.'IH:e ofpr;tl'Ilca l rcltglOn, a.., wèll a:-, the ~CJence ofrevelatlon. The goal of the 

~Cll'nCe 01 plllelIcal religIon 1'1 rcvdauon and thc goal of revclatIon I~ to know 

(jod"X7 

Secondly, ln ~ekctll1g the sllhJcct maltcr, acconill1g to al-Ghazalî, the 

~tudent "hou Id COn~ltkI the dcgr l'C nt olle ..,uh.1cct over the othcr. He says that 

)\(vr,.UI h~ \) (;ul.l ... III "1'.IlIl the PCI\,.\I1 on the Cl.l"..,I1ic.lIlon 01 the Part~ of 
An~tork\ PllIlo\opll\ .t ~ Irk\tl1llL' hl'I\\Cl'lI Alc\andna .md B,lgh,ld," Der Islam. 
B.ml! (l(l, 1 kit ~ (lllS ~), P 2,2, qUOll'd 111 Na..,r, "'l'Ill' bl.lmlc PhIlo"ophcr~' Vicws on 
hlue.lt,on " p ." 

)\7 ·\I-(II~.II."" hl/.//J .I1-·Jlm Il l:q 
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~hollid not take another one \\ tlhOllt 1111 pOl t,l nlll'a ... OIl ... 

AI-Ciha/all la ... tl)' ... lIgge ... ted th,1I the ... tlltknh he "'lIll' 01 thl' Il,IllIll' ni the 

~elected ~ubJect, III tenl1~ or II'> nnhtllly ,md Ih gn,il AI-lih,l/,ill hclwvc,> th.1I 

each brallch of knowlcdl!C' a ...... ullll· ... Ih OWIl v,tllIl', \\ 11Ich 1 ...... lIhWl'l III Ih nallllt' 

To hlO1, thl' III 0 l''': the "'Cll'lll'l' I~ Icltgtou ... Ihe l1ol1k, thé V.tllIt' th,1I Il hl',"'" 

Similarly, edch ... Cll'ncl' pO ... "l' ...... e ... Il ... IHtlpll"'l' ... d.HI tht~ t ... Il,I ... tl'ally dlYIlkd ttllo 

three klJ1d .... (\) the purpme 01 aLllll'vlng "'l'l'ul:\I 1ll,lltel '., (2) that 01 plll tlYIII)..'. 

the u1I1er hell1g, and Li) that 01 "Il()\VlIlg (iml Xl) 

Finally, tt 1 ... ImportapÎ tn Illentlon thl' pOlllh 01 Ahu Ba"r .lahu al 

JazïPiri. Thc ... clecllon of ... uhllTt mattel"', accoldll1t! ID hllll, 11lll'>lCllll ... llkl 111Il'l' 

purpo~cs . (1) the ... uhJcct whtch allm at mCdll1g 1l'llgIOll ... ohllg.l!tOIl, (2) tllat 

which t ... heneftctal for the !tle of the ... tudent, dlHI (~) that wlllch ma"e ... olle 

c1()~el to (Jod (JO 

2. Selecting a Teacher 

In ~lIgge~tlllg ~ome COll ... ldcralt<>ll\ III ... dl:ClIllg a tl:achcr, al-ZanlllJl 

emphasl7e ... two prohlem... Flr ... t, he 01 fer ... threc pOtrll\ charac!en/llll'. Ihe 

88Ibld 

89Ibld pp 139- 140 

• 90al-Ja/iPiri, AI-'lIm W:ul/-CUlam;] J, p 11 
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\I,I Cl tccl tt'd,her 1 hell, hc "llté/,C\l" lhdt the ,>tudt.:llt ,hk ddvIL'C (con\ultatIonl .md 

hc pa lIent v" li Ile \c It ( t IIlJ! t ht tl' al her 

" hc lL"dl her '>l'In tcd "h()uld, ac':mdll1g to al-ZarnuJI, hl' a karncd man, 

~';tlldl'Ilt,> lidVl' I() Iw ,IWall' of thl" a"I1L'':!, "mcc kalnmg 1<, plaltlCa"V a proce~~ 

of Il dll"lIll ..,';1011 of k Il()W kd)!e fI P!l1 1 hl' Il'dl her 10 \wdcll t The karned trueher 

will provHk tlH' ..,lwiL'1l1 \\1111 Ihl' ,l':I \'.11 <kal Ilf the kllowkdge he l1ce(j.., 

fil dddlll()II, d lc,lcbel wlHl111 Ihe \twkllt ,hollid "ekct \hollid he thc onc 

who 1'> tll'.' 1Il1)\1 plOU" AI /dlllllJl \l'\ 1l1\ ln l'oll'>lder the affeCtIoll <l"rcct in thc 

k;IIIlIIl,t! PIOl'C\\ \() lh,lt thl' [(lie (lf \l, Il .l PI()U\ pcr\()t1 1\ n.'qulrcd From thl~ 

Il:''l hCI ',Il 1\ l'\!ll'lIed thdt thc "tulle Il 1 , 11l hl' he aCLjlJall1ted \vlth a gond mental 

altJIud(' hH the jlJ<lli" tl',ll'hl'l will takl' <. ,1 c of hl'> ,>tlHiL'll!. Ilot onl) III the matter 

of tlll'tl'chllll,t1 d\!)L'l!\of .ll"ldl'lllll' Ilrl', h, ,1 al\o hl\ n:llglllll\ iJk 

La'>!I)', .11-/allllljl \lIggl'''''' that the Itudent l'l1oo,>c for hl" tcacher one 

\\ h() 1\ Ihl' !llmt allv,llIl'l'd 111 )'cal" rhl\ 1 Il',\lI\ that k.trrung ln al-ZarnüJl 

Illvolvc\ thl' plllCC,>\ ot \h,lIlllg e'\penl'l1cl''' Cienelally '>pcak.mg, the oider 

tl'adll'I 1\ th l ' I1Hl!(' PIl'kIll'd III tltat ... t:n\l', hl'L'all\L' hl' ha:- ltvl'd for a lon~ time, 

thl' teal'lll'I hd\ L'\Pl'lll'IIL'l'd m,IllY .l\I1L'l'l" ot hl ... llk II 1\ I1l'l'c:-\ary for the 

... (mlent to hl' 1 IltIOdul'L'd tu lt 1 \ C \pl'I IClICl' S 1111lt.1I1 y, t hl' C\ penenced tcacher has 

clIoligh lllldl'I\tallding ot the pIObll'll1'> or leall1lng \LIl'h a\ how to !110tIvate the 

... tl/dl'Ilt .llId !tll\'. tn II1\trlll't hlIl1 

\Vh,lt hl' \llggl'\1\ l'Olil'CI JI ing lt1e chal aClen Stlc~ of the "e1ected teacher IS 

dC11 \ cd (rom (hl' tl adl t IOll C\ pCI Il'lIù.'d hy lm prcdccL',>~ol s Abu I.-Ianïfah III thl~ 

L'a~l' 1\ ,\ (lgUIl' \\ IHhL' l'\I1l'Ill'I1l'L' ln \L'kctlJ1g 11l~ tcacher, Hanlll1ad Ibn Abî 

SUI.\1Il1.ll1 (d ns ,\ [)), 1\ 11'!cIlL'd 10 by al-ZarnltJi (Abü f,Ianïfah ~aid): "I 
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li , 

tnund h1l11 H'IlL'I,lhk, \\ Ith ,1 ",-'! ((HI" 1I11l'n, !.-!l'fltk ,Ind P,ltl,'flt '1 Il' 1,11,,11 ",Ildl "\ 

wa::- 011 "',lfe ~!(lllfld \\ lib 1 LII1l111,ld h \hl Slll.lllll.ll', ,llid 1 ~;I\'\\ ' 'Il 

rcfers to (he l!,tdlllOI1 Ih,lt lhl' P!nphct \\,1' ,\1\\ ,IV" III lIllhUlt,ll1!lIl \\ Ith Ill ... 

COl1lpanloll!'lll1 ... ()lvlll~ an~ plohkm 

Verily (,oll t\ll11lghly U\IlIl1I,IIl\kd 1\.'\ l.'11 1 III" Il\l''''''l'l1~l'l III :--l'l'" 
COUll\d .Ihoul ,tli of Ill'" ,tf t,UI \ 1\ltIHlll~~h! III Il',!lIIY 1 1 hl..' 1 l' \\'.1\ no 
onc IllOIC 1I11elll)2l.'11I Ih.ln [\11111,1111111,1<11. lll'\l'lll1ck\\ Ill' \\,1\ 
Ill\trlll'ted tu l'llll\llit \\1111 OIlle", S(\ Il,' \\lllgl!t .llhlll' tWill Ill ... 
fllcnt!\ 111 ,111.111.111'" Inlllldll1~ dOIIll'\tll lll.lttl'I ... l).' 

Ânolhcl Il.tdIlIOIl 1 ... lekned to l AIl Ihn Ahi Ltllh ((he III! ~ ':tllpl!, (ôe) 

661 AD, aflcI the death 01 the pwpl!l't), \\ ho t'.Id .Ill L"ll'lknt OpllllUIl 1II 

prol11otlllg lhe ll\l' ot l..ol1\ultatlol1 tOI II lll,lt " ... the ljU,dlIY 01 hUlll,llI l'" ... tt'IICC 

1 il: \ay!'l 

"No men l'ver pl'rt ... hcd 1 [(lI Il "l'd"lIlg advlcc" It 1\ ",\Id "A man, 
hall' a m,In, and nothll1g Â man 1" the one who i ... Intclllgl'nt III hl'> 
judgm<:nt and COn"ttlh I()thcr~! Â hait mail 1\ hl' who 1'> IIHdhgCllt 

111 hls juclgmcnt hut dol''' Ilot \cc!.. ,Idvlœ or \1..'1..''' '> advlcc hut 1" not 
intelltgcnt, whlk OIlC who l'. nothlng 1'> hl' who 1'> Ill'Ithl'l IIltl'lltgl'llt 

nor !'Icch advicc "9\ 

In addltlon, al-ZamllJÏ ,>uggl'\!" th,1l thl' \tudl'Ilt he p.ttll'Ilt III dl'tl'I tlIll1ll1J!, 

who Will h~ hl'> tcacher alld "hou III hy no Illt':tn,> hl' III il hlllly Agam, IH' Ickr \ 

tothe tradition that 

If yOll COIllC 10 Buhar,\ do not !l,l\tell llltllei ,md tlllthcl 110111 ()1It' 
ma,>tcr ln anothcr Rather, h<: pallcnt il couple of l1lollth" lI/ltt! y()lI 

91 AI-ZamuJI, {';1'/UrI, pp 2S-29 ( 12\ 
()'J 
~lbltj, P 29 (12\ 

9~lhld 
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rct kl t COIlCl'! III Il)! the d1olcc: of <i tcac ha l'or, If l'ou come to li 

lLa!llcd lll.ln and h":)!Jll tn '>ludl' v..llh hlln nght away. hl'> teachmg 
1I1dy ()flLtl [Hlt hl: 10 yOllr IIKIIlj! lit thl" 1" the C<\\l:1 )OU kdve hlln 
alld lOJlH: to ,lIlotltl'r tl"ll Il..:r BL.! no hk\'>IIl)! \\ dl l'ome tn you hy 
tal--Illi-' III> yCHlr ,>tudll"> 111 thl" l11allna 1 knu: rdkl.' 1 two l1lol1th\ 
ahollt thl' IlIt'ht Il!JOICl' ()! a tl'dl her and \c:cl-- ad" lU.." ln oruer th,ll It 
will Ilot 11l' Ill'cn,>ary to kaw h1l11 and wllhdldW fwm hllll lIt 1.., 

he ttt.: 1 1 thdl ) ou Il'lllall1 wlth hlIll Ulltr! your \tudle\ have pro~pered 
,lIld you ha vc: lOllle 10 rrofït a glcat deal f rom the )"now ledgc you 
h,lve oItLIIIll'd "'11 

A I-Zal 1111 JI rccognl/l'\ t hat pallcllcT 1 \ the f lIndal11ental charactcr III 

altallllllg \lIll'l'\\ ln kallllllg It 1\ C:Vl'1l more Important than coulage, Patience 

and Ill·I\l'VU.lIItl' fOl1l1 a l.lIg.l' COll' ln ,dl ,lfLllr\ althollg.h 111 fact they are very 

hald to ;)(dl'tlll' "The LI lOI t III tltt.: alt,lll1lllCnt of gInr) WCdrlC\ but pcr..,lstence IS 

1.l1e: :tIlH)Ilg. thc'Ill "'1') It 1\ \ut!g.l·\ted that the ... ee)"e:r ot knowkdgc he patIent in 

... l'Ie:Ctlllg a te:al hl'I a', we:1l :1 ... III \tlldylllg \VIth 11l1ll and not to he too Ieady to 

kave: hllll hefoll' l'olllpktlllg thl' \tudy 

I\kal1\\'lnk, III Ihl' 1l1lJHI" of Ibn Jamacah. the Ideal tcacher, whom the 

"Iullenl /1l', l· ... ",O rll' .... \.·kCI:-., 1" he who 1 ... COll1l111tlecl 10 three dimenSions: to 

hllmdL to lm plofL'"",nl1, and tn hl\ \tudcnt HI ... pOlnt~ concemll1g thls 

III" LOlll1l11tJlll'flt III hlllhelf a,> a MlI~hlll WhIle dl..,pcnsmg hi~ 

In\lIUl'tlOll. hl' ,11\\ ,1)'" \..l'l'p'" lm llllJ1d on God. foIIO\\'~ the prophetlc 

tl.ldIlHlJ1\, and :l\OH" \\mldly II1lere..,t ... lk abo condllct~ hls action 

alollg \\ lIh hl\ \..nowkdg.e :lI1d cart'~ for hl ... ..,oclcty a.., weIl as 

pllnl IL"> hl\ he.11! Ilom Impule lllatlL~r ... More 1IlIcrc..,ungly, he must 

hç artl\\.' III jtlL'p,mng the te:-.tbnnk 

li ~ Ihltl . PP 2()- ~() ( 1 :1) 

951hld. P jtl (1 ~f 

---------~------------_._-----_. 
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III .... lU1l1111l11llt'nl ln hl~ l'l\)fc''''lnn (l\',h.'hll1~) III .1.1.1111<111 III bCiIlf. 

l'OI1 .... I .... tl'llt 111 the .... llll'l'Il' Inll'llttUI1 pl k.\llllllg, Ill' Illd .... t p.IV .ltll'111101l 

(() thl' plObkllh (lI J..Ill)\\kd~l'. p.\lllllll.lll~ tl1\)"l' j1CIt.lllllll!-! til 

hldlJlIC l.1\\' \kll\ ut Illlltllht' OUI ".Ill 

3 III .... COmJ1l1tllll'llt tn hl" "tlldt'Ilh : te .11\\.ly\ l'Il1111lld!-!C:-' the "tmkllh 

10 hl' II1tl'l1\l' \\.Ith Ilh,' pk,l"llll' or (IUt! l ,th'\\ l''l'. hl' plllvlde,> .1 

g(cater portion 01 Ilh tlllle tll gllldc Ihl'lll, and la\..c\ l.lIl' ul thcl! 

prohkJll\ hoth lllll'Illl\lll .\Cddl'lllll lilL'.llld Illlrll)!l\lll\Ill.IIIl'I\ 

Abu Ba\...r ,1,lhll ,t1-l.I/.I)111 "llllll.llly ~lIggL'\h Ih\' \tUttellt III Ihl\ 11l.1I1/'l 

~ell'ct the tl'al'lwr \\ hu 1\ nol allogdllt ,lhoLlt 111\ \...Ilo",kd).'l' .!llt! who d\'voll'\ 

hlmself tnl(~n""lvl'l) and \lncL'rdy to thl' t ll'Id 01 kal Illllg Hl'\l<!c\, the \tutkllt 

should cho:-,e the tl'.lchl'r who hnng" Ilk and \IIIlIUl.lt/()[1 tn III.., \Plllllll k.lIlllll!-! 

It (.., al .... n crucIal that the \l'kltcd tcachcl 1I1l1"t hL' om' who j1latIIU'\ 111\ 

\...nowledge COIl\I\Il'lllly % 

3. Se!ecting fellow-students 

AI-ZaIlIlIjl (call/c\ that karnlll)! prm.Tcd.., through COl1l1llllllital1ol1 

betwecll the "ludcnt and hl\ ft.:llow ..... 1" wdl a" kTaU\C 01 hl\ lllllllll"lam c,> It 

1.., 'ugge..,tLd that the .... tlldent ..,holiid le"'IHlllt l tll 111l') 1ll'l'\'''''lIy hy \l'let Illlf hl" 

kllow,> plOpcrly ')0 tll.l! Ihey Lnl()lCT the .ltlallllllLIl! (JI hl" ,LIll L"', III '-,('.IH hlll).' 

for knowlcdgc TIll .... (" !lot .Ill La,>)' ta .... \.., accordlllg tn al /.lIIlIltJ, h('l'all'-,(' It 

invo!vc~ "cvcra! a .... pcch WhlCh mu"t hL takl'Il Iflto (IU .. <lllllt 
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1 If\1 01 ail, th .... '.tlld .... nt "h()ldd ch()()<"L: ,h hl" fllL:nd thL: fcllow who lS 

dillgcnt 111<., L'-pnlL:d tl:at a dtllt!Ll11 kllow \\ III Clllollf'lgc the <.,tlldent III Ill,lny 

.l"peu<., ()f hl'-, "llldYIIl,L! p;nllull,lIly Iho" .... whll'h p .... rtaln tu the ta,,\.. of lc ...... ()n~ 

... lllh a.., lllellltH 1/IIll~, 1I1Hk'1 \l.l/ldlll)~ ;1Ile! ljllc\tlonlng The need fOI ... uch a fncnd 

1\ al..,o L\"'t'Iltr.rllill Il'.!llll)2 a dyll.ll1lll ..,11U:l!l0l1 to avold laI.II1C\.., In contra~t, al­

Zalllll/l rl'lllllHl\ \tl/(k'111\ ilOt, tintin any cOllditlOn, to \clcct II1dolcnt and 

Ill'gllgl'Il1 kllow,> They. 1I1l1r\..c the tlllIgcllt Olll'''', will only dl ... turh and makc 

trollhk III thl' k.ll Il Ill).! pr<lle ... .., 

Selondly, al Zalllllll':Ill'Olllagc" the ... tlldellt alway ... to get ln touch WIth 

a kllow V\'llo Il.1\ a good relrglou\ l'Il:tlactl'I. hecaq\c trom the hcglllning, al­

:I,.lIl1l1 l1 alv",,)'\ l'lllph.l"l/e\ Ihl' ill1plllta/lL'e of IcllglOll'" matter\ 111 ail a~pcct~ of 

karl1l11g l'hl'. 1'. II1IC .Ihll 111 tl'lm\ (lI ....... Il'llmg Irl" kllow- ... tudcl1l\ TIHN~ who 

.II .... 1l1ll"'1\1L'lllly l'Olllll1lltl'd lu thl' rl'iiglou\ ohlIg.ltlOI1,> w:11 LTl'atc a gond 

UilHllllOI1 tocllh.ll1ll' k,lll1lng .Il·II\'ltll· ... Thl",col1dltlOll kath the ~llHknt to keep 

ln 111\ Illll1d the \lIlL'l'll' plIl(Hl\l' of the ba~l'" 01 Gnd\ gllldancc and hcnce 

"'lIjljlolh hllll 111l'<lnl'Clllrallng Ull hl ... \VOl!.. of \llldyll1g AI-ZarntlJÏ beIicvc~ that 

thl ... 1" " !..ey 1.ll'l()r 111 Ohl.Hllll1g kl1<lwkdgc 

hn,tlly, Il 1\ ... uggC\lcd th.1I thl' ',(lldcnt ..,hOlild ~ckct as hl~ fcllow one 

\\ ho 1 ... glfted \\ Ith good ahlilly "ntl 11l1lkNandll1g, 'l'hl" 1" a pcr"on with whom 

thl' \lullel1t 1\ l'\.pl'l Il'd tll (.lll1\IIlt ln any l'a~e of dIlIIl'ultly ln llIH.!CI ... tandmg hls 

!c\\on\ lt 1\ lllHkl1l.1hk Ihal the <llllleVL'IllL'llt nI' a gond comprehension 111 

l'L'I t.1I11 1l1.lttCI' l' Il<lt ,tl \\.1\ '> l'a\\ l'hl' roll' ot a \tmknt\ rnend~ 1 ... to provlde 

111111 \\ Ith ""\I\I.IIll't' III ,oh lllg 111\ Plllblclll\ 
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par~nt, 1\ (1:11 t ni thl' t"dCIIl.t11.11. tnl \ lA hll h 1. ll11tl Ihlltl' tp dt'tl'nllllllll~', the dl'gll't, 

Chn"tian, or a Magl:ln " ')7 

Ibn JamÙ'ah "1I11l1arly lOn\ld~l\ the lll'l'l'\\lty 01 11Il'lld\hlp III thl' 

choo"lI1g 111\ 111\:nd\, alld Ill)t ln Lili Into.1 \'l'I\ IIltllll.lll' ICl.ltloIl, p.lltlluLlllv 

a dl~tance l'lOIn one who h,\" hail Ch:ll.\ltl'I tl.lIt\, \Ul'h .1\ t\lO Illlllh hllllHlI, il\ 

weIl "" fWIll Olll' who 1" wcak III tL'IIll" 01 kallllllg .ml! tlllllklilg In\tcal!, tlll' 

97 AI-Zarnüjl de\cnlx:\ thl' llka hl' Ulll\ldl'llIlg .1 Illllllhl'i 01 \IIPpOIt:ll)' IXll'lIh 

Do not lIlqlllre COIlCl'rllll1g d I1IdIl huI oh'ol'rvc 111\ lOlllp,lIl1llll. lm Vl'I Ill' 
olle\colllpdIlIOllllllltdtl'\ Ihl' othl'I (Olllp.IIIiOI. 

2 And Il the COl11p.IIIIOII 1\ l'vIi, tlH'1l qUit Uy \hllll 111111, hut Il Ithl' 

CO 111 1),1111 0 Il 1 1\ good, d\\OU.Ill' Wllllllllll III 1111, w.ly you wililw kd III 

Lhc nght dlll'LlIOIl 

Thcrc 1" ,\l101l1e1 pOl'IlI 

Do not :\\\OUdll' yOlll\1'1I wlllJ ,1 COlllp.IIIlIH! IIHlok'lIl III 111\ W.ly\ lIo'N 

oltclIlhrough thl' lOlluptlllll 01 .1I10tllL'l IlI<ltll\.1 plOU'> 1I1<111lOl fUpll'd 

') COIltagloll \pll'd(h qllll"l~ Ilotll 11ll' 1.11)' 10 IIH' Illvclyl Oill', 111\1 ,,'> wll\'lI 

OIlC pl.tcc,> d IbllllllllgILOalllld,I\C", li\(' 11fl' 1" ,I1ldyl'd 

SmlIlally thl' WI\dolll (JI the Pl'I '01.1 11\ \u).!gc\h 

A had IIICIld l' I},or,\.' tlldll <Ill l'vIi \11,\"1.', ['>wc'" 1 ill' t!te pUll' ""\l'!lU' (JI 
the EtL:m,tI (,oll 

2 A had comp,lllioll k,Hh )OU tow,lId "di, I,thc d good lOfllpalilOI) III onlu 10 

"eCUfL: "UCCL:\" AI Z'IIlIUJI, Té/L/III1, P 11 ri 'i ) 
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\tlJ(klil "hould IUlldl1l Illtel1\\: ',1.llh :Ill a\"nuatc, w/lu 1\ nol ()nly a fncnd but 

Il l, leln.lllt III 1('II11" ot \Ckl'tlllg IdIow-\tudL:l1h, to ral\L: the po;nl, 01 

111111, Ihl're ;!lL' I( Hl! Ivpn (li ,li iL'lIIOI1,>, l'.tL h ot wlllch l(lIIC'pl)JlÙ~ to the thrrr 

IOUlldaIIOIl\ (lI hlllll.lll n!lI('L II\t'\ III hl'> Iltl', ,1\ luIIo\\'\ 

( 1) Tilt' typL: ni Illcnd"llIp WhlL'h 1'> qUld, to lkvclup, but c(jually 
qurd, lodl\\olvl'. (2) thl' Iypc wl1l(:h 1" qUlll- todcvdop, but ~lnw to 

dl"'>\llw, ()) Ih,il \\lmll h \Io\', to dcwlop, but qUll'''- to dl~,>olvc, 
;llId, ( 1) 1 Il;ll v. h It:h 1 \ "lo\" to dl'''' l'iop and \ low to d I..,,,nl VI.' ThIS 
!ulIIlold dl\ 1'!tHI l(llïl'''IHH1(h 10 tlt-: thlct:!old dIVI\IOI1 of' hUl11an 
go,i1\ 01 ohll'lll\'l'\ ,1111l11l,l',.t1 thL' pk,I\:lIlL Ihe good ,ll1d ll"L_uL to 
\vhll'Il d lOlllhlll,ltlllll ollhl' tlllcl'Ill,l\' hl' addcd 

h Il'rHhlllp tOI Ihe \:l''-e 01 plca"ure COllc'>rond~ to (1), 
.tllOI(lIl1g tn MI'>",lw 'yh, Ih,11 for the "a"c ot goodnc~s to (2), that 
lOI Illl' \,l"l' (li uulIl\' ln ( ",), and that for thc ,>akc of a comolllation of 
tlle thrl'l' to (·f), pro~'J(kd Il 1 Ill'Illlkd the good a" an Ingredient. 99 

4, The Lcarni ng Proccss 

i\ 1 / ;111111 JIU 1'l'>H!c1 '> t Olll IInpor tan t "tagc,> III thc pl occ~.., of learnlllg, At 

Ihl' III \1 "tage, thL'le 1\ ,1 t!,lL'atl'l L'llIplla"l'> on rllC11ll'l1nng SCL'ondly. therc I~ a 

\H ilL l''>'' of lllHll' 1 ,>Ia nd 1 ng III Wllldl a 1lll'1110ry 1" eXalllllll'd not only to be 

Il'tllL'lllhl'll'd hut ,tl\() III hL' pl~'''l'[\'l'd clllllprehcn\I\'c!y The Ihml ,>!agc I~ the 

l''PIl',,,,IVl' ()Ill' Irl \\ IlIcl1 \\ Il,11 1., Ill'ld III lllClllOI:- .md 1'> plc,>crvcd ln hl'> 

pIUO! I"I"II\', k,UlIlllg Irl\'nl\'l'" lei kl'tlOl1 and Illl'dllattnll to gra"lp the truc 

QSllm l,lIlI.I',lh, 7~/(II1/.,t1,1/ .I1-S,lIlll', pp 11-1 S 

l)l)SCl'I\!.lfld 1,11-.111:- ,/ fIl/l'di l'IICOUC' 1Il1,I.llll (LcldC/l EJ BnlI, 1(91), p 116 . 
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111 thL' l''~t ~t,tgl', ~Inll' II I~ 1l1,lInl~ lllt'IlHlll/lll1-'-, It 1'> bl'ttCI tn ,>Ltlt 

learnlllg wltil an ,tm(ltlnt III Ill,ltl'lldl~ \\ lm h l'.lll hl' h'(,tllll'd III thL' '>tllllent\ 

hegll1l11ng, ,>uggnh al-Z"IIlUJI, k,lIlllllg 1'> "IIlIl'CI1I1.1tL'd III Itlllllg thl' Illl'Ill(ll\ 

with kl1nwkdgl' Ile :ll..'kllo",kdgl''> th,tt tlll'> plllL'L'\\ III thl' 111,>1 III'>Lllllt' I~ \'CI\, 

dlffll'ult ,md rl'ljulll',> a grL'at dcal (lI' l'''Cll!'>l' III tL'II11'> ul 1 L'IK'.lt Illg lllalt'II,t1 

(knmvkdge) 1I1Utlit 1'> Iwlll 111 tl.L' I11l'llln " "1 \'.lIllIn).'. 1'> Iwolthl Ullt' kttt'I wilde 

rCpd1l101l 1'> Iwolthl a tltou'>,llld kllt'I'>' A \\,IY lu P"It'llt'l' ,Ill l'lll'CIlVt' 

l1lell10n la lion 1'> ,>lIgge ,>ted 

E wry d,I~' he Il ,>tutle III Il ,>hplIld 11ll'1l' ,1'>L' 1 1 hl' '>p,1I1 ull hl'> llll'JI li Il l,II 

rL'l'all hy OIlL' \VoId "0 thal l VL'Il Il Ihl' dll!.III()11 ,1I'd (jll,lllllly 01 Ill'> 

',ll''.Iy bel'ollll' lar~l'.1t wOlild 1,>ltlllll'ln:t11l p(h~lhk IIlI IlIln lu Il't',tli 

Il 1 hy rl'plallllg 111 Iwo ([ml''>, ,llltl Ihu,> 1 III It"I~L'1 hl'> ICll'1l11lH11 gCIIII)' 

and gr.tdually But Il '>Iutly 111 Ihe Iwgllllllll).'. 1\ 1 III hcllllilg '>0 Ihal Il 

1\ Ill'ce,>,>ary 10 11l""-e tell ll'pl'lItIOIl'> loi IltL' :11.1ll'II,1I1. Ihl'II III the l'IH\ 

Ithl' kalllnll'> aho ,thlc 10 PII)l'l'l'd III 1111'> la"hlllll Ill', 10 ht'lOllll' 

protll'Il'1l1 ).'.l'Iltly ilnd glddll,tllyl hl'ldll~l' hl' hl'lOIlIC" .tUII"I'dlll'd 1<1 

1111'> l ,lIllount 1 ,1I1e! (hL"> Ilol hll'.t" Ihl" lJ,lhl! \\ Ilhullt t'll';11 l'llol! 100 

ln thL' '>t.T lIIH 1 ,>Iage. 111 Wllldl Il 1'> llL'lL''''>dl)' tll i!ld"P ,Ill 1IIJdl'I ... LllHItIlf!, 

the ... tudl'Ilt ,>hollid hl'glll \\'Ith" Ill\lll' Il'adIly 1II1dl'I"lo()d rnalll'r 111\ "lIl',gntrd 

tha! the \Iu(knt ,>hollid nol hL' allI :tl'Ied 10 "nowkd)!t' ,,11Il Il l, III Lit 1 VL'I Y hald 

to hulll In Ill ... mL'l1lory and ID he tell\. lied hy hl ... 1I1HIl l''Lllldlll).' l'Vl'Il Ih()lIf~h II(" 

ha ... II'>lCncd t() It lliany 11I1ll"> "11()ldlll).! III Illt'rnoly Iwo :Clll':'" l, I)t'ttcl lh,lll 

lr\tL'IlIIlg to tWI) load.., lof hoo" ... 1 wllrle Ille Ulillpll'hen,rOIl of l'Nil Il lll'I\ 1\ 

I(X) AI-ZamüJÎ, Té/llim, rr 47-4X [~2-11) 

------------
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!Jelln than the retelltlOI1 III !11ef1)ory of IWO Joad,> lof book'>I."IO! To exerClse 

the lapahdlty of undcr,>wndmg, aJ-ZanHIJI offcr,> ,>ome pOlnt~. 

Wntlllg clown a part of the matcnal aftn rnemonzatlon and practice in 

a Ilumhcrof n:pctltl()ll'> 

:2 1 Jllploylllj! Inll."lilgellce and mednatlon to exert hlln~elf to 

l'ol1lprehend ,>trelluou,>ly what ha,> hcen glven hy the tl'acher. 

3 Pre,>ervlllg what he ha,> under,>tood, whlle together wIth working 

hard, praylllg tn the Creator (God).!02 

Suh,>equcllt 10 the ,>tage,> 01 memorl7lllg and lIndcr,>tandmg, leaming 

tend,> to he a plole,>:-, 01 delJhcratlllg The main conccrn al thl~ ~tage is wlth an 

I011bld 

1 mA,> al W,I)''', tn Jll,>tll)' lm "uggc!-.tlon<; al-ZamüJï trics 10 find the :-.upport of tradition. 
ln till" c.t'>e. he 1 l'Il'J " to ,IJ-Khalillbll Ahmad a,,-Sarakhsï 

Serve knov.lcdge 111,1 W,IY that Il hccome:-, a u<;clulthlllg [10 you] and kccp 
11\ Ie,>"on all"e hy pr,IJ"ewol1h) action 

.., Alld Il yOll do Ilot Ict,lIn anythlllg, rcpcatll, thcn al IÏnll Il m a mOllt cncrgctJc 
1lI.ll1l1er 1 r l' • h.lllllllCr IllnlO your he,ldl 

~ Theil Ill.lke noIe" ahout Il III order thal you m,l)' rctlllll to Il and rt:-, study 
,llw,IY" 

4 Then \\hen yOll ,Ill' !-.lIfe Il wrll not !-.Jlp lrom your gra"p. go on after Il to 
,o!llethll1g ne,," 

5 But ,Il the ",II11C lime rl'peal ",hat prccctkd [tlm Ilew knowlcdgc]; and 
el.,{,lhlr"h lïrrlll~ IlIl your ll1Jlld] the llllp0l1ance 01 tlm II1CI'~asc [m 
\..110\\ kdge 1 

h DI"l'lI"" \\ Ilh Iwopk "lIhJel'h 01 1c,lrIllllg III order th,lt you ma)' lIve Do not 
\..ccp )t)tll~l'lI ,I\\,I~ tWill the enlightellL'd 

7 II ~01lll1l1rl',,1 knov.kdge yOU v. III he fOlgotten "nlll,1l you ..,ce no onc but 
Ihe IglltH ,lIlt,lIld the bOOI1 ,,11 

~ Tllell )nu \\ III hl' hndlcd \\Ilh a tire on thc Day 01 Re~urrectIon and WIll he 
madL' to hum \\ Itll a vehement L'h,l"li~ement IbId, P 48 (34) 
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attempt 10 ~ee" .t proot Pl'I1,lIl1ll1g ln Iht' "IW\\ kdgc Ihl' 'llIdcl1l h,\, hl'ld 111 

mel110ry ,tnd ha~ lInder~tn()d 

OI',ClI\\IOI1 l' a way 10 applP:tch thl, ~t,\gl', and, tn al /,1111\111, I~ ,1 

method whlCh all11' at gall1lllg the 1I1lth It ,IWllld hl' hon1\.' 111 mllld, hOWl'VL'I, 

that a di..,cu..,'lon plogre ... ,l" throllgh ,\ pll·'t'I1t.ltlllll 01 ,II gllllll'Ilh \\'l1ll.'h may IX' 

complrcatl'd, "'llhll'ct to the ~Ide, t'Iom wlllch \...110\\ Il'll)!\' l' 11L"Il'l'I\'l'd Thl'Il'Ioll', 

practICing thi, 111l'lhod reqlllle.." hl"ltk, .\ glC,1l dc,II ul "11ll\\ kdgc and Ihl' 

techl1lcal a"'pl'ch of prc ... cnt,\uon, Cl'l!aln11l:ll1nl'l ... l'hl' tlulh Wllldl COIllC ... ffolll 

a dl~cll..,..,ion "1.., only altallled throllgh CI rc li Ill"'Pl'l'1 1011 , Ihl' a\olll,lIlel' 01 vlokllt 

dispute, and f:llrnc..,~ 1 III gencl,dl. not howcver Ihlollgh ho...tIllty and ,Inge!." lOI 

In additIOn to dl~cll~~lon, the ... !agl' of ddlhl'Iaung c.ln hl' pIaelllL'd 

throllgh qLle~ll(HlIng AI-Z:lIlllljl hcJrevc~ thal Ille \1\cllllm· ... \ 01 que\tlolling "(', 

grealer th an Icpetlll0n ,>lIlel' ln thl'> Il qlll',>lll III 1I1l! 1 1 thcle 1\ Il'pctIllon alld Olll' 

more clemenl " i\1-ZarnllJl COnlll111l',> "PO\lI1g qllL'\lIOIl'> fOI an ImUI 1 ... bl'Ill'I 

th an a monlh of Il'pCIIIlon."IOt ThlOugh tjlll'..,1l0nlnl:! the ,>tlldl'nl 1'> l'xpl'cll'd ln 

be expre~"'Ivc 111 ... œ"lI1g a grealer lIndl'r ... tandll1g of "nowlcdge Ilowl'Vl'I, he 

advI\c\ that qUC\1l011\ he a"'''l'd 01 an applopnall' pl'I "01], namely olle who ha ... 

aJu~t and candI,j nature 

The la ... t \Iage whlch Ihe ..,tudent "hould rcach ln kat /1lng 1\, aCl'OIdlllg 10 

al-ZarnuJÏ, that WhICh employ ... the ahliuy of IL'ikcIIO/1 and medttalloll Il 1 ... 

suggested that the \tlldent "medltatc at ail tlme,> on Ihe more \uhllc maller\ 101, 

1031blU (35) 

l04lbI(j , P 49 (35 ) 
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Iht.: f 1Ilt.: pOlnh 1 (lf ~nowll'd!!t.: ([Ile! Ih.tl ht.: aCClI\tOTlI hllmdf thereto, for only by 

n:fkulo!1 Cdn "uhlk prohkm\ ht.: "olvC'd " I()~ 

Along wllh Ihc"t.: \tage\, al-Zarnüjï offer~ ~ome \lIgge~tlOns WhlCh 

"upport the proct.:"" of lt.:arnlng 

Ta"lIlg, lIndt.:r all ClrClIll1\tancc\ and at all tune.." any advantage (in 

It.:rm" of kn()wkdp~) f rom the prc ... encc of cvcry lcarned man. 

2 Pnmmg (,od and Ihan~lng 1 hm c\pecrally whcn an understanding is 

g:lIl1t.:U 

3 Evalll:tllIlg hll11..,df a.., to what ha ... been achieved 111 orderto ~timulate 

fllrthn kallllllg 

4. MlIdt.:1 allng Iht.: IOlldne..,.., of !\pea~ing \Il order to hold subject matter 

III lllell101 y. 

5 No break and no 1I1Ielll1l~..,ion 111 pllr~llIt ofknowledge. 

Il 1.., worth nOllng that al-ZarrllïJl recogni7cs to a certa\Il rlegree the 

COl1fleCIlOIl 11L'I\\'l'l'll "e.llc1l1l1g tor ~n()\\'kdge and that of ~eck1l1g H1come. "The 

.\l·qlll\111ll1l ot ~Ilowkdge .lI1d kanllllg l'an he llll"ed 10 the earning of a 

ilvelth()od " ThL'n. k "ugge,,'" "il 11 1:-- obligalory for the \llldcnt of learmng to 

make a living ~() .1'" 10 he able ln ~L't.:p hi., fa!1l1ly and other [dependents], let 

[hlllli \\OI~ fOI hl" Ilveilhood and lat Ihe ~all1e umc) repent assldllou~ly and 

dl~Cll"" ralhcr Ih.1I1 kllllln be ldlt: lor 1.lz"l "lOt. 

IO)lhld 

IO(llhld. pp 'iO-51 (~7-~S) 
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Ahü I,lanïf.lh \Va", accnrdlng tn al-Z.\lnull. the unc \\ho "lI"ed tn .. tlldy 

lor: study Iawl hy propoundmg qllL' .. tlon" Ont'n and tlt"l'll""lI1g the III III lm !'>hop 

when he \Va.., a doth-Tl1CIchant .. lm 

What follow,> I~ an .lttL'mpt to l'omldL'I the Idea .. of nthel Mu!'>ltm 

scholars on th", probkm A .. will hL' ~ccn, thL'v .. h,IIC \\ IIh ,Ii Z,lIllli fi the Ilk,1 nI 

graduaI proœ .... of k~\I mng. \\11Ich, 111 tcrl1l 01 "lIhlL'ct mattel. "tal h 1I0m tllL' 

ea!'>le~t matcnab and pJOcccd" to thc 1ll00C "oplu"ucatL'd O\1L'" The pOll1t Wllldi 

dlstingll,~hè~ them l'rom al-/' am Il Il , ... pCI hap ... that the)' llL'IL'L'l\'e '>lldl a gl adll.1I 

proce".., of kallling .1" bClllg nallllaL 111 thc .. cn~L' th,1I the)' 1L"L'oglll/C the 

devclopment 01 hUlllan ahdItlC" flOm onc "tcp to anutht'I rvk,\I1wIHk,.1I 

Zarnüjï, ll1 ~cell1g thl" plOhkm. 1" 1ll00C l'ol1l'clllL'd hllll'>L'11 Wltl! lhe li adltlon 01 

hls ance~IOI:-' and doL''> not II y 10 brIng the ''>''tH' lntn l ,\!lOnall·;..pl.lIl.l11t li} 

To hl'gll1 thl" cxall1\11a!lon 01 othcl ~l'h()lal",IH>wL'VL'I. Ill'> Il,>rlullolook 

at the Qur'ÙI11C ()1I11ook lowareJ.., thL' way" 01 k,lIlllll1-' )<rOlll the !ollowlIlg 

pa~sage~, one can liraw a notion lhal thc QllrJan ()lleI" "OIllL' 1llL'lho(j.., of "'llldy 

(1) Man"" attcnunn wa" drawn to thL' aIl 01 rcadlllg and wlltlllg III 
the very fII"t rl'vclatloI1 01 Mohammcd. whcI1 "pcaklllg ut (joli, the 
Koran ~ay~ "Read ln the llalllC of (loci who teachc.., mail to wrllL' 
wllh the pen, who tcache" hml tlllng ..... hL' knew Ilot hl'forc " (2) 'J'hl' 
impoilance of the "'CIl"C'> Wd'> IlH:lltIOIlL'd III 11I,IIlY vcr,>c,> alld JI 1 ... 
pointcd out that man can nmc lm Intelllgcllce throllgh hl'> ,>cll,>n n) 
It 1.., notecl that one "hol/ld lI..,l' hl" pa,>t expeIlClllL' lOI thc luture 
gUIde of karf1lng (4) Many vcr,>e.., IIHllCltc thL' Importance of 
oh"CIVatlon of the li Il 1 VL'r"e Il 1" Ilotcd that ()ne ,>hould tlavL'1 wlth ail 
open cyl' oh"crvant of the Ilatllle, thc rcllc.." and thl: lL'maln ... of tho\l' 
natIon.., that rmc and lell Jll day" gonr hy, a.., h ,,11()wn III the 
followlng ver"l', "Men of lIndl'Nandlllg :lIe th()"l' wh() rcfkct Oll the 
creatIon 01 t~H.: hcaven alld thc eaI1h, alld \ay, th ou ha"t lIl'atcd thl ... 
ln Val/l," l'hl .... vl'r..,c al..,o lIHhcatL''' thL' IInpO/ taille of rdlertlve 



• 

• 

thlnklOg and It "how,> the '>lgmflcancc of the purpose of the 
lHll ver,>c ('» Ca "c lmtory and hlOgraph le~ are two other ways that 
one may Iearn 111"lory 1\ takcn hy the Koran a,> a field that 
everyO/lC ,hould ponder, for It 1<, ,>taled "Ilave they Ilot then 
)ourrH:yed III the 1,111e! and "een how wa,> the end of lho<,e before 
Ihem')" Lealnlng lc<'\O!l'> tWill hard"hlp<' and Inal'>, from Divine 
Rewlatlon, LOlltcmplatIon and ll1edilalloll are a].,o Illcnlloned III the 
Km ail 1 !IX 

104 

ÂccO/dll1g ln al+arahl, Iearnll1g rel}uirc\ an awarene-;-; from the student 

CO!1ccrnIng hl'> Ignorance of thc "uhJcct for which hc "earche~. Thl~ IS important 

'>Ince Il help" Illm rl'l'l'IVC Ihe !..nowlcdgc offcred hy hl" tcacher AI-Fiïrabï 

pellel Vl''' tilt' "t lIdl'llt :1'> hl' lllg. 01 t wo "1 nd" ln tel Ill'> or ilplUrance The first I~ he 

who 1'> awarl' 01 hl'> '>lIttellng. ltom the lad of knowlcdgl', WhICh mcan~ that he 

hy hllmL'1f fccl" and rl'cognr;.-l',> Il The \l'wnd IS he who I~ not aware 0 il even 

thollgh ln fact he ha" no knowkdge of thc ~lIbJect abOlit whlch he learns. 109 

To ai-Farabi, !e;lIl1Illg pre\uppo\L''' the l'IN type of ignorance ~o that the student 

1 l'aille.., Ihe nl'l'd tOI !..nowlcdgc. 

l'urthl'rmore, al-Farahi percclvc~ learnll1g exclu\lvcly as a human 

aCIlVlIy WlllCh (kal" wllh hllman lIltclhgcnce. "It l~ a kll1d of di~course that aims 

at prodUl'lllg l'oglllllon,> WhlCh were not "nown before and of whose lacking a 

pL'r\on 1.., aW,lrL' "110 ln placllcc, lcarnll1g:, 111 the T1lll1d of al-Farübï, is of two 

typL" 'l'hl' III \t dcal" wlth thl' \latc of characlcr wl1l(:h le~lllt~ 111 action while the 

~l'L'Olld 1\ l'llllL'CIIll'd Il\dt wlth cogl1l11on For the fll\t typL', lealll1l1g place~ an 

!OH" Ala.,t~h, "1.,1.IIllIC COl1lnoullol1 to EducallOnal Mcthods," Educc1tlOI1alThcory 7 
(1957),]1 29 

1 ()91'1I,ld S,lld Il.ldd,ld ... AIl I:ally Ar,lh ThcOl y ()lln~tnJcl1on," International Joumal of 
Mllldlc El'! Sllhllt" 5 (197·n, p 241 

1 JOlhld, P 2·l2 
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empha~l .... on c\ther practll'c or dl\l'OUI\C, \\ herc,l' fOl thl' .... l'nllld lypL' II Pi 

undertak.en hy Ihc ll1eal1~ of .... 11l'l'~'h U\ h~' .1!l\'lhll1~~ \\ Illl'ill11.IY tl'I'I.Il'l' II III 

As to karnlllg lw .... pcL'ch, ,1l'l'OILhng ln al-I-,-II.lI1I, Il dL·1lland .... thll'l' 

condItIOns' 

One IS that the learnl'r Cotlcctve, the thltlg 10 hl' k,lrtll'd and 
comprehcnd~ the l1ll'anltlg of \\ h.1l he hear .... l'rom Ihe tcarhL'1 The 
second condItion I!:> that the karncr becotlle, cOllvlllced that \\lhat Ill' 
conCèlve~ and cOl1lprehl'llLl ... 1l0!ll the tl'achel\ 'I)t'l'Ch L·\I ... I'> Tht" 
thlrd l!:> that the \carnel comml\'> 10 hl, I11l'l11OlV .mL! t ... ,Ible 10 

reproduce what he L'oncelvL'd or what hl' l'Oille 10 h~ l'OI1\'IIh.'l'd II! 

In addItion .• ll-Farabl offel'" l'Ive methnd" 01 le.lllllllg, each of wlllrh 

connect~ wah the type~ of cogl1JtlOJl!:> Thl' ... e live ait" (IllL·thod,,) L'an be 

~Impilflcd a~ follow ... 

The flr~t art 1 ... dCI11Olblrallon; II lead~ ln convlctlOI1 and cl'llalilty 
The ... econd ail 1\ dlalcctIc, Il glvc~ a convlctIoll thal appw,ldle" 
ccrtalllty Thl ... \...llld of ConVICtloll al-F;llahl cali" '1)t'lll'r The Ihlld art 
l~ ~ophl'>lry, the forth 1 .... rhetollc. It~ fUIlCllOIlI .... tO 111.1\...e olle ... ,II1~lïed 
WIth hi ... cogtlll1on, .... ophl .... oy and IhLlOrIC kath to 'pLT .... ll.I ... IO!1' 'l'hl' 
la~t aIt I~ poet! y The purpmc of poco y 1 ... 10 l11akl' olle lI11agl ne 
Imaglllatiom arc ~Imlhtlldc~ of thlllg... and not the thlllg .... 
thcm ... clvcs II ~ 

McanwhIle, Ihn MI,,\..awayh ta\..e .... the vlew whlch COn~I(IcI'" the .... Iudellt 

a~ a man wIlh hl .... 1 ull natural cXI ... tcnce '1'0 hllll, Iealllrng 1 ... a ploce ...... whlch 

II1volve~ ~()me .... tep .... clellved f/Olll Ihe 111I1er a\IK'u 01 the ... tudellt hllmdt ln 

re~ponse 10 the dcvclopmclll 01 lm eXI"tellcc The ... e Illternal :l\(K'lh an.: \0 

llllhld . P 241 

112Ihld • P 24') 

113Ihld • p. 244 ror further o IN': rvatlon .... of al-f-ar.thl\ Idea .... of learnlllg, ,cc SII.UTl.I\ 

Malik Nan]l. "AI-r'arJbl\ Phtlo .... ophy of bJucatlon ," Tlle"'l\. (Montre.ll The In...tllu[(· 
of , ... lamle StUc!IC .... McCil1l Unrvcr<,lty. 19H9) Wllh a ver y .... Oplll\IH .lIed all.tly ... I .... tilt, 
author cxamltlc ... relevant \A or).. .... of .tI-hlrolbi 
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<'I!!nlf Il .tnt that h<.: pcrCt.:lV<.:\ that karmng "mu'>! partakc of hoth the temporal and 

thl' \pmtual Hl man, and 111 domg \0 Il mu\t follow the natural order of 

pn;u:dt.:IlCl' Inlhe mdl'I o! flalllrl' the !1I\t po\!. cr ln Illake 11\ ,Ipp<.:arancc 1., that 

r<':\pClllvely " 1 le at/th thal kal nlllg '\hould hegll1 Wllh the dl.,Clplinc of de~lre 

cXIl'ndlllg gl adually to Ihl' lulturt.: or lit.: alld rL'a'>OIl, Hl thclr re"pectIvc order of 

appl'arallCC " t 1 1 

1\\ lor Ihn Khaldull, hl' glvc'- an cmpha<,I." In h?ml., ot !carnmg, on the 

plohkl1l 01 Il:thll ï 0 hll11, kanllng ('OIl\tllllIC\ a C1art wl1i{:h form., a skiiI 

\Ignlflcalll tl) 11lt' kilo\!. bige ot Ihe \Clenl'l'~ and It 1\ hc<,t acqtllfed through 

habIt Il'i MOIl' placllcally, he <,Uggl'..,'" Ihat, tlOm a paedagogical pcr~pcctlvc, 

Icallllng \hould hl' a ,t.!ladual ploce\\ wlllch con\lder~ the abIlIly of the ~tlldent 

trolll OIlC ~Iagl' 10 anolhl'I Il 1\ f11'1 f1l'c<.:\<,ary to "upply hlI11 with plenty of 

1fl100111allu!1 al Ollt' tlme ,tllo,t.!l'Ihn To hll11, k.tll1lng "1\ effective only whcn Il 

pIOCl'cd\ gr.ldll.tllv and lltlk h) llttlç " III, AI the 111\1 \lt.:p, karl11ng dcal~ WIth 

Ihe tUlldal1lcnlal plohklll WIIlChl\ U1VélCd 111 e,lch chaptcl o! the \uhy:cI matter 

:-'llldléd Thcll, Ihé gl\'CI1 plObklll I~ Icpeatcd ul1111 Il l~ ~olIdly grounded ln the 

111111d ni Ihe \tu(klll ï hl\ PIOCl'\\ la\!\ contll1uou\ly whIlc the Icvel of the 

\lIhll'l't develop" \Iu\!. 1)' hlll "lllely Dl'\l'llhll1g tlm, Ibn K haldul1 ~ay~ 

PI l'P;IIL'dlll'''\ 101 .1I1d 1l'<lllIVlty ln "lïl'IlUfK J-.nowkdgc and 
UIHkl \1,111.11111:' gJO\\ gl.ldu,tlly At the bq.!ll1nll1g the ~llldent i~ 

l'ompkll'Iy uJlabk III undcl \t,lllt! any but a \'CI y ft:w pOll1t:-.. Hl~ 
un.kl"l.lIldlll~ 1" ol1ly .lpplo\.lll1atL' and gL'nl'r,tl and l'an he achlcved 

(I--ln II Sllldlql, "Ibll \11""-1\\,1)11\ l'IWOI)' 01 EduL':tII()J1," hJ{},jJ 2 (1962-1963), P 
·L~ 

11'' \11.111 S, Il'''lkl, "lhn "h,lIdIJll\ 1 heon,', (lI 1\'[le(1lloll, 1 Ogll, and Knowkdgc," / Ize 
l,fUll/il !JI/dllt'r/I i-l:" (I\)\)(l), Il llh 

1 1 {)Ihn KII,i1dUIl. l'Ill' ~ 11hl.lddHll.ill. \ 01 ~ pp 292-29 ~ 
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only wlth the hL'lp l)t pll'tlllL'\ (lIil!r!wf) dl'Il\ l'd tll)IlI "l'n"u,1I 
perceptIOn 1 11\ plep,lIl'dm'\\, thl'Il, " .. ql\ gll)\\ Illg g1.1dll,llh ,ml! 
httk h) ilttk \\ hl'Il hl' Lice" the pl l.)hk11l\ nt dl"~ lplllll' IIl1dl'l 

con~ldel allon .ml! ha" them 1 epcatcd tl) h 1111 ,1 nd ,Id, ,1I1l'l" tWill 
i';J~jro'-lmate Undel\t,mdlng ot thL'm tll a "'Ptlllllet\.', I1lgh\.'! 
"now kd "1.' 1 1 "7 

t' 

ln? 

Sllndarly, Ibn Khaldun 1Il!loduCl'\ tlH~ lI\l' of oh"erv,ltlO!1 ,\I1d dl\l'U\\ln!1 

as the effectIve ll1ethod\ of kal11l1lg ~lI1ce thl')' tIalll the \tudclI! 10 .I!tall! ,1 

preci~e exprt'~"1011 and a gll'atl'r Ulldl'l"tandlllg of \Vhat hl' h,l\ 1l11'1ll011/l'd 

Atcordll1g to 111111 

The 11.\11"1111""1011 of thlng" onc ha" oh"l'I \ll'd \\'Ith Olle\ ll\VIl cyl'\ 1\ 
~omèthlng mOlc Cl)l11pll'hl'I1~I\'e and completc than tlll' tlall"Il1I""IOIl 
of lllfolll1atlon and thlllg" one ha" kalllcd ahout A hahlt that 1" tht' 
rC~l1lt of per~onal oh\crvatIoll 1\ ll1otl' pel l'l'ct ,llIti morc f IIl1lly 

rootcd than a habit thall\ the H~"lllt of Inforl11atll)(1 1 tX 

In acIdll1'1t1, "The ca"lc"t mcthod of acqulllI1g thl' \l'll'nttfH hahlt", he ".IV\, "1\ 

through acqulIlng the ahl"ty to C'-pIC,,\ pllc"df cle;!lly 111 dl\lll\\I1l1! ,lIld 

(iI~PlllIlIg ,,\, ICllIlflC plOhlcl1l\ l'Ill" 1\ \'. hat rl,lIlfÏc,> thL'1I IIl11H11! .tilt! mal-.n thcllI 

under~tanùalde "119 

I~ hahituatIon, lhrough wlllL'h I-.11()wlcdge enter\ mlo the Illllld ()f a <,tlIdl'lI1 

HabIt 1" thu" tht very Itll[lOI tant t.ll t()1 III lOIlI!lldIClHIIIlg ,1 \LII1Il'( t 1 le 

mall1talll\ that 

.. ,~"dl 111 "Ul:.lce, knowled)!e ()f lh dlvCI\c .l''Pel h, ,md llIa"tcly 01 

II arc the IC"lllt nt a hahIt w11l(.11 cnahk\ 11" PO'\I..'\\()I lo(,olllplchcnd 
ail the ha'dc 1\lïnclple\ 01 thal partll'tllar ,1IenlC, 10 hC()I!lt' 

acqllall1tcd WIth 11\ plohkm\ and tl) cvolVL' dcla!l\ of 11 froll\ 11\ 

1 17lbld ,p 2lJ 1, quoted 111 IIddl SIl,trIti, "Ihn Kllaldllll\ '1110U)'llh 1!llftL' ('Pil!t'xt of tlll: 
Soclologyot hlUl 'lion," MU.,/lfll I:!lucalwf) (ju;ulc/ly ;> ~ (I<)>-:'ï), pp 17 IX 

Il HIbld 

119Ibld vol 2, p 42<; 
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pflllupk\ Llltd \llLh a h.lhIl h,l\ hCl:n ohtiUl1td, \kIllm a partJcular 
dl\Upllllt: 1\ not lorthcOllllllg 

Ilahll 1\ ddkrt:nt flOIll undt:r\tandlllg and karllJl1g by heurt. 
l;nc!L:r\tandlllt! of a \I111plc prohklll III a ~Imple dl~clphnc may be 
f()llnd L't]llally ln \OIllt:()l1L' WL'II vL'r\td ln tht partludal dl\clphnc and 
Hl the kglll!1tr and III lht acc()rnpl:\hL'J "cholar 1 lahlt 011 thc othcr 
h.tnd, hdong\ "okl)' and t'\llu\IVc!Y to tht \l'holal or thc per\ol1 
wdl-Vl'r"L'd III "l'IL'ntlflc dl"L1pllnc 120 

lOk 

To "lIlll LI P 1 hl" cIlapltr, t WD charaCltl1 "IJC~ of al-Zarn lIJ l '.., Ideas about 

a"ptlh 01 thL' l1Ielhod 01 Mu\11111 kallllng l'an be undtrlJl1ed Flrst. he enforccs 

rdlgloll\ cOllcept'> <'lIl'h il" llI.val! (Inlentlon), Jit/li (lI1dll'>tnou\cne~..,), ti1~akkuJ 

(trll"l III (iod), and 1I111111,Ih (ll'\j1L'l'I), III hl' the ha\lc motive,> 01 Mu,>lJm 

nOI mauve a "llI'l h \\ IllL'll dl\tlJ1glJl\h It flOm thL' \y\ltl11\ gtncl,lted hy the bchefs 

01 IdL'ologlL'\ othl'I than hl am 'l'hl' IIlIl'nilOIl 01 kill nlllg WhICh 1<.; IdcalI:-.tically 

dlllTted 10 thl' pka"uIl' 01 (Iod 1\ one of thL' "Ignlflcant factor!', 111 Mu\hm 

kalll1ng '>Jlll'l' Il 1\ hdlL'vL'd th,1I the enllre lifc 01 human hcmg'> i\''1 weil a" the 

L'\I\ll'nCl' 01 Ihe llIllVl'r\l' 1\ (kpl'llllcni on 1 Il .... pO\\'CI 1111\ motlvc .... llh~eqllently 

\Vllh Ill:-' Il'achcl and Ihl' \\ .. y .... hy \\ l11ch the .... tude nt \llOUld conccntrate on 

kallllnt! Ilo\\\'\L'I, it "hou Id hept ln J11l11d that \uch motIvc\ Il:plc~ent the Vlew 

01 Mu\ltm tl.l(lttlon:tll\h, \\ho p,'IClt'\'e the cll())h of human hCll1g\, lI1c1udll1g 

k:lllllng, :1" 110 rnOll' th,lll thl' t'holet .... \)1' WOI" \ /l"'hllyar) wh de the 

(ktl'II11IIl,ltl\t' dCCI\HlIl nt the hllll:ln L'froll~ 11.'111:1111\ ah\olutdy 1I1 the hand of 

(iotl Il 1 .... dlttrrcnt flOJl1 tilt' laIIOl1all .... l\' pOlllt ot vIe\\' Ihal ~lllCe God ha~ 

plllVl\kd 1111111al1 helng~ \\Ith \1II li P()\\\.'I\ " .... ll1iclket (':l'l/), :-.oul (nilf~), and 
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body (badn), one's aChl.'lvt'llll.'nt I~ ~lIh.il.'l't to hUlll.ln d'foI 1'. III empll)~ IIIg thc\\.' 

powers. 

Second, III tcnn~ of prarl1e.1I ;\' .. pcçt~, al la1l1\111 rc~'ognl/l'\ the gl.ldllal 

proccss In ail a~rCCh of karnlllg \tIl'll a~ 111 dl00\\l1g thl' \ubwct 111.lttel, 111 

determll1111g the teacher l'rom wholll the \tudcnf ~hollld kal n, :Ind 111 \ckctlllg 

fricne\!" whom the ~tlldellt conlaCh The gl adllal prnl'c"" \hould he "lIpPIlIIl'd hy 

sorne ahllitIe~ and "kIlI .... ~lIch a~ Wf1t\l1g, 1.)1IC\IIOlllIlg. th\clI\"lOn .• \I1d 

consultation Ta cnhallL'c thl .... apllllon, al-Zarnlllll11o\tly It'kl\ to the tladIlIOI1:-

of hl" predece ...... 01 .... althollgh 111'" theolll.'''' tll ... llllll' l"lt.-nt ait ... h.\lL'd \\llh othel 

Mll .... llll1 philo .... opher ... "'lll'h a~ /\1-I'.l1ahl and Ihn Kh.ddun wlHl .... e e'planallon<., 

are more 1 caSDna hie ~lI1l'C thell apploadle" arc Jll()l C phtlo ... oph Ir al .\11<1 

psychologleal 
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CONCLUSION 

1 have attempted ID dem()n~tratc ~ome a~pccb of the method of Muslim 

Icarmng, advanced ny Burhan al/)1I1 al-ZarnujÏ al., rcflected In Ill!'! soie treatise, 

Ta 111111 al MU/:J'.IIII/Il 'J'amI al-Ta'alIl/lll. S1Il1llarly, 1 have tnet! lO oulhne some 

of the oplllJon~ cxhlhl!cd hy Mll~lllll llltr:lkctuab ~uch as al-f<arabî , Ibn SIna, 

al (iha/all, Ibn Kh,tltIllll, antl Ibn Jamùcah. llavlng cnn!'!lden:d the above, 

WIll Vl'ntule tv .. o cOllcludlllg rcmal k,> 

hr"l, Il 1" tall 10 IccogllllC thal, to Ihe c>.lent nt Illy ~tlldy, thc theory of 

the Illelhod (lf k:lllllllg 111 al lil! rll'll\ Ta l /lI11 II., a conl.,ldcrabk conlnbutIon of 

a Illl'd ICV,JI MI 1,,11111 \L'hol.lI 10 the pl nhlcm nI' Ical Il IIlg, Jn t hat II cover s both 

dlw:,11 and tl'cll/lIcal a'>lx'ch In,>o!;11 ill., the 11ll.,tory nI' MUI.,lun learl1lng is 

COllcel ned, '>lIl'h il Ulfl1plehen\IVC theory dcahng wlth {\I.,PCCh of the method 

of MII~hlll lt'.\rl1lng, Whldl II., pre,>ented ln a \lllgle WOlk, 1'> rarely found. AI­

Zarn II iï\' 1 heory l'onl'èrm nol llh'l dy Ihe plOblem nI' how the "tudent 

e~tahl!~hl'" the l'Olll'et 1'0 ... 11 Ion rn ll'latlon to h", tcachel and thal of hl~ bchavlOr 

III tcrlm 01 VII'luc" 1.,1Ich:t'> Il/Jal!, Ilt/d. tawakkul and !wmwh. Rather, It also 

l'ope,> wlth pr:ll'lICal pl obkllh whll'h relatc 10 the pr()Ce~\ of kaning. 

Sl'l'ond. the thcory ll'pll'~cnh, hnwcvcr, no advancemcnt III the sense 

that Il dlll" Ih)! gn hl'yond t!ll' !Iadllllmal 1'01111 of vlew It IS not dl\lll1ct from 

th.lt c~pnll~l'd hy nllll'I tradltlnn,t1 r\'lu"llIll '.cholar~, and .1'> wè11 Il IS no more 

thall a l'Omptl.lIll1l1 ot the Itadltlpn" of the rredCCl''.\or, of the author. It i~ 

l'Olll't'I. IlIdcl'd, th,lIlhL' thl'llI)' lI1l'llldl'~, 10 \OIl1l' C\.lent. p~ycholog[(:al aspects, 

bUI Il 1ll'\'l'Ilhck ...... "lI1ll'ly 1'0 Il m\ " Ihe tr adlllOn~. and hcnce, sllffer~ from the 

110 
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III 

~cholars ~llch ,1" al-ClII.IIal! Il,IVl' hl'l'Il IIll'Olplll,ltl'd l'IlI\ plllllt 1" "1I1l1l'Il'llt lOI 

me to ~llppOlt the OpllllOIl that ,J1-/alllull ,tn \\holl1 tlll' Ihl'ul\' III thl' 1:1'''111 

l~ attnhllted, "",,1\ Ilnt Il'voluIIOIl,II)' llur wOlld-"h,I!..llI),'" Ill' \\',1\ [,llhl'1 il 

collector alld ~yllthl'''[/l'1 01 thl' [(ka" of "cholal~ ,\l1d ~,I),',l'\ \\ h() !J,Id Pll'l'l'lkd 

him. He wa" a tr"dItlnll,tll"l "111l'l' hl' lou\..l'd !Ol ),',llld,lllù' ,t!Ollg \VIth Ihl' 

pathway~ of Ihe alll'lellb alld pUI "1Il'd Ihl' IllJlll1l'IIOll" 01 thl' Km ,Ill "1 III thl'''l' 

clrcllm~tanCl''', the 111l'lhod of kall1lllg 1" Ihll" PIL'''l'IlIl'd ,1\ ,1 IMII 01 thl' 

rcltglOll:-' lllldellal\lllg, wllll h ,,1101IId, III ail "lltIal!()!1\. cOlllol1ll 10 Il'hgloll" 

lI1~lrucllun:-., "lI1ce lcarnlllg 1", III IhL'll, cOIl"ldel'-d a Idlgl()ll" dut y , Whll h 1\, III 

a general ~ell~L', Illlhc "ame po"lllon:l" olher ohlIgal<lIy tltlllL''' :-'llC!J a" IhL' daIly 

ritual prayer and Ju"t wal 

la E von Gruncnaum and T M And, "Introduction," III 11I<:lr Lnj!IJ"lllran"lalJ(lIl 01 
Jl-ZarnuJï\ Tt/'lIm al-MutaLa/lIm 'l'ami aJ-TaLaJ/wIJ, ImtllILtwf} (JI t/Je Srl/def}t li/(' 
MctJJ()d oll.camJ/Jg (New YOIk Km!!'" Crown Pre" ... , 1 (J4'; J, P 1 
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