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COMPOSITION DES MENAGES ET PRODUCTION: UNE RE-ETUDE

"DE QUELQUES ASPECTS DU CHANGEMENT SOCIAL 1\\ NEVIS, AUX

ANTILLES. ) ’

Thése de maftrise par Sydney Sharpe, Département d'Agthropolog‘!{

Université McGill. ®

Pl

Cette thése, basée sur une reoherché sur le terrain & Névis,
aux Antilles, ‘est une nouvelle étude ﬂ‘uﬁe communauté décrité en
1962 par Richard f‘mcht. Des doanes(comparthes ont été rassem-
blées afin de faire une analyse de la composition des ménages et de
la production agricole sur une période de dix ans. Ces données ont

’

aussl été employées afin de prouver l'application du modéle de ™

-

Nancie Gonzalez du ménage consanguin et ainsi mieux comprendre

l\e\changemeAt social & Nevis. Deux découvertes Q'en sont sui;ries.
En premier lieu, contrairement & 1'hypothése de Frucht, qui prédisait
dans ce sens une non-production de plus en ;)lus croissante & Nevis,
la production demeure bien qu‘elle soit plus limitée & une production

marafchére qu'a une agriculture commerciale a gra'ﬁqle échelle pour

I'exportation. Deuxiémement, la maisonnée consanguine est une



indication pertinente de l'interaction solide d'une action réciproque

entre les migrations pérlodlques, le rapport désiquilibré entre les
sexes (4 cause des facteurs économique‘et démographique), et u/ne
situation néocoloniale gt.;t prédomine dans l'tl‘e. La b}:sse produc-
tivité ég;iéoge est A la fois‘ la cause et l'effet des changements

dans la composition du ménage puisqu'elle méne a. la migration des
travailleurs qui envoie‘nt leurs revenus chez eux; ce qui ne permet
pas & ces ménages, dont le chef est généralement la gx"and-mere,
de s"adonner 4 de$s cultures mdustrlelles.ﬁ_b*absence d'un plan
économique général fait que les jeunes dés qu'ils arrivent & l'age

productif ne trouvent pas d'oppoortunttés locales et c'est ainsi que

le complexe de la migration et I'envol des fonds continue,

‘e
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ABSTRACT

o~
-

HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTION AND COMPOSITION: A RE-STUDY OE_\
n \‘

-~ SOME ASPECTS OF SOCIAL CHANGE IN NEVIS, WEST INDIES LY g

A Master's thesis by Sydney Sharpe, Department of Anthropology,

McGill University.

This thesis, based on fieldwork in Nevis, West Indies, is

a re—st,;dy ol\a community descrihed in 19 62, by Richard Frucht.
Comparable fiata was collected in order to analyze changes inhouse-
hold composition and aértcultural productivity over a ten year period.
The datg were a_lso used to test the applicability of Nancie Gonzalez's
mod&: of the conéangulneal household for an understanding of ;',oclal
Ac:hange‘ in Nevig. Two major flnd;ngs emerge. First, contrary to
‘Frucht's prediction of increasing non-production ln. Nevis, production
exists albeit limited to inarket—gardenmg rather than cash crops for
export. Second, the frequency of the consa‘nggu;eal household is a
valid lndica‘tlon of the interaction of recurrent migration, an imba-
lanced sex ratio(due to economic and demoé;raphic factors), and
) n;eo-colonlal political and §c6nomé status of the island. Low agri-

cﬁltural ﬁroductl\rlty ts‘hbth cause and effett of ghanges in hbixsépho.ld

compq@sition since it l&a_ds to laboi migration and subsequent receipt -

¥
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of remg;nces which in turn enables thegse grandmother-centered

households to avold cash-crop cultivation. Lack of overall eco-,

nomic planning ensures that when the youth enter their productive

years local opportunities are lacking and the migration-remittance
T,

syndrome continues.
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CHAPTER 1

"

INTRODUCTION OF PROBLEM

“

bl

This is an inquiry fqto the direction of social change on
Nevis, British West Indies. One of the concerns of this thesis .
is the applicability of the Gonzalez ( 1969) consanguineality model

to understanding change, in the village of Rawlins. The study

[N K,

focuses specifically oh household production and composition in
the village of Rawlins, a settlement examined by Richard Frucht’

(1966) nearly a decade ago. As such it is a re-study of the Frucht

material, ' o ﬁ

LY

During that time, Nevis was descgtbed by Frucht ( 1966, 1967,
1968) as an island chamaérlzed by increasing non-production and
dependent upon remit tances _sent by emlgragts as the major source
of‘cash. He ;aredlméd, hgwever, that emigration and remittances .

\° .
would decline ( 1966: 189-90) .

A .
Y . ¢
s

5 This study shows that the economy of Nevis now realizes an

-
(.

[}

,Lvﬁhlle at the same

¢

almost cdnipleote dependence upon remittances

time, @xperlenclnq a decline in large-scale agﬂcultu}al activity.
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L*]

From this situation derives the other concern of this thesis, which is

-

that there is some agricultural production on Nevis, contrary to Frucht' s

' 1
prediction. A decade ago, agricultural activity focused primarily on
large~scale cash crop production of sugar cane and cotton, designed

for an external market, Agricultural activity today is confined to an
>

internal marketing 'system; based on the small-scale production of
fruits and vegetables. The receipt of remittances enables the house-

hold to expend time and energy on produce designed primarily for

4

home, and secondly for‘r'narket use. Further, I aoffer the proposition
that the amount of outside income that enters the household in the

form of wages and remittances directly affects the amount of labor

- "‘.

.

expended on the household land.

. .
o ~
F

o~

That the economic structure of the society affects both the
production and composition of the household is a topic hardly new
t'o Caribbean studies. (See for instance Clarke 1957, Cumper 1958,1
1954, 1961, Gonzalez 1969, Mintz and Davenport eds. 196’1’,

Otterbein 1965, M.G. Smith 1962a, 1962b, and R.T. Smith 1956,

1960, 1971). o

- One of the. more important aspects of this topic is the presence
of the female-headed household. However, it is only within the last
two decades that this particular household phenomenon is being attri-

buted to the economic bas'e of the partlcui/ar society, .



v

Duru‘xg the late 1930s and 1940s, Melville J. Herskovits (1937,

1941, 1947) declared that the "matriarchal" f?muy originally derived

"l}om polygynous family forms in some Wes#t African socletles.' This

i

situation in certain Caribbean societies where the mother assumed

" most of the x:esporislblllty for the rearing of the child, was to

Herskovits another example of African retensions in the New World.

Franklin F{azler (1948) disagreed with Herskovits and stated

that this "matriarchate”, composed of "a matricentric cell"

'

was the
only family form strong enough to survive slavery. Frazier did accept
the Herskovitsian viewpoint vis-<a-vis the insignificant role of the
father in the rearing of the child. However, Frazier insisted thai

this situation was subject to change when the economic insecurity

of the male ceased. This attribution of the role of the male to Qoverty )

was also accepted by Henriques (1953) and Simey (1946). .

i

Both M.G. Smith (1962b) and R.T. Smith (1960_) write that the

present family structure in the Caribbean originates as a result of

conditions imposed during slavery. But M.G. Smith maintains that
~

there are no longer hypothetical illustrations of
cultural persistence of after effects of slavery; such
diachronic speculations have been replaced by emphasis
on synchrohic analysis of these family systems (op.cit.:6).

From household surveys conducted in various West Indian

societies (Carriacou, Grenada, and Jamaica), M.G. Smith concludes



that the "materterine™ household can best be understood in terms of

the society as a whole. By sampling households from the total popu- -

lation, the mating patterns of the society can be established. The
most important determinants of the "materterine" household, accor-
ding to M.G. Smit!b, are the mating patterns existent in the soctety.

Family organizations cannot be explained by
demographic or ecological congiderations; nor can
they be regarded as correlates of urbanization. It
is clear that mating organization governs the form
of the domestic system and provides the central
principle of the family structure (ibid:210). .

R.T. Smith contends that economic factors determine West
Indian household patterns (1956, 19%0, 1971). Based on a study of
lower class blacks in British Guiana, he concludes that "there is a

significant relationship between the form of family structure and eco-

nomic and status factors (1960: 73)". R.T. Smith further describes

A’)

the West Indian family in terms of the peripheral role of the father.

This matrifocal system of domestic relations
and household grouping...can be regarded as the
obverse of the marginal nature of the husband-father
role. (Further, there is a) correlation between the
nature of the husband-father role (and) the role of
men in the economic system (1956:221). y

Edith Clarke (1957) attributes family structure and the domi-
nance of the maternal kin to the sociorecenomic base of the gociety

and, more gpecifically, to laqd owner

The fear of the sisters that, if they do not occupy
and use the home, their brother may attempt and even
succeed in establishing individual ownership, has its*
result in their separation from the several fathers of their
children (op.cit.:105).



G.E. Cumper who, like Clarke, undertook research in Jamaica,
also suggests that the existence of the woman-headed household can
be c;;cplalned in terms of land ownership (1954). However, on the
basis of research in Barbados, Cumper appears to synthesize the
disparate positions of R.T. Smith énd M.G. Smith,.

.. .while an.analysis of the direct effects of eco-
nomic circumstances tan take us some way to understan-
ding the form of household and family in the West Indies,
it is negcessary to give an important place to the inter-
action between the economic environment and the cultural
prescription of the economic conditions for marriage and

’ the household (1961:416).

“With the exception of the Herskovits and Frazier schools of
thought, the Caribbeanists presented to this point, stress a syn-
chrontc rather than'a diachronic analysis of the family and house-
hold. This approach provokes criticism from, among others, John
Murra who states in a response to R.T, Smith that

variations in family and household forms cormres-
pond to historically deep-rooted tureg (emphasis
his) which cannot be fully understood without consi-
derable ethno-historical research as well as contem-
porary structural comparison.

Culture-historical research need not be only a
search for Africanisms. We can expect to join the
synchronic, structural approach in elucidating the
events and forces at work in the Caribbean in the
century since emancipation, the period when the
Caribbean rural community came into its own (1960:76,78).

This dual dlachronlc-syﬁchronlc approach to the study of the

_ family and the household In the Caribbean has been undertaken by ;

~ /

G
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Nancie Solien Gonzalez in her work Black Carib Hougehold Structure

1969, Gonzalez stregses the "role of mlgratofy wage labor in hlst6->
rical perspective as a major factor in the development of consangui-
neal households (op.cit.:xvi) ". Consanguineal households as defined
by Gonzalez are composed of members "usually related in the maternal
line (ibid:70) " where the "nucleus” is "usually a mother and a child

(ibid:38)".

The Gonzalez thesis maintains that -
the consanguineal household is an alten)ate type

of domestic group that develops during the process of

acculturation of neoteric socleties in which the primary

mechanism of Westernization is recurrent migratory wage

labor with low remuneration (ibid:16).

By applying her thesis to societies outside as well as within
the Caribbean, Gonzalez justifies her model as an explanatory .
mechanism for the existence of a specific household type, the con-
sanguineal household. Moreover she incorporates into her thesis

some of the findings of previous Caribbeanists cited, by reveallngL

certain weaknesses in their arguments (see especially ibid:120-130).

Gonzalez contends that the consanguineal yﬁem can occur + °°

and exist indefinitely in a society that features these three charac-
N

teristics: (1) dependency upon recurrent migrant wage labor which

gives rise to {2) a sex ratio imbalance of women over men, and (3) a

soclety exhibiting a "neoterig" quality (ibid:140).

1




A neoteric soélety as defined by Gonzalez is one

whose traditional culture has been forcibly
changed or dissolved through the intervention of
forces from the Western world, or to societies of
mixed-bloods who have found themselves occupying
a position between the two cultures from which they
derived. Such groups have characteristics different
from those of the larger society within which they
are living, yet they cannot be termed primitive, pea-
sant, folk, or any other such designation which implies
a traditional basis for the society... Such a society
must also be placed in the position of having to adapt
to an economy dependent upon industrialization through
the mechanism of migrant wage labor, while being denied
full admission to the industrial society as a whole, both
as a class and as individuals (ibid:9-10).

In a later publication, Gonzalez qualifies this statement by suggest-
ing that
the neoteric society develops out of those cir-
cumstances in which, as a regsponse to the pressures

brought about by the spread of the industrial system,

there is marked physical mobility of individuals with

a consequent mixing of ethnic and social background

(1970:5).

Although the Gonzalez statements describe certain conditions
existent in such societies, it is not clear why the term "neoteric"
has been introduced. These particular conditions it seems are uni~
yersal in that they can be applied not only to the Caribbean but to
most Third World societies, (see for instance the works of Beckford
1972a, Best 1967, A. Gunder Frank 1967, Jalee 1969). Such societies

are the objects of exploitation during past colonial and present

imperialist expansions of the metropolitan powers. This exploitation



v

is also expressed in the industrial nations' need for cheap labor,

28
gy

in the form of migrants from Third World countries, who cannot find
productive work at home. Because these socleties have been and

are being itripped of their natural and human resources, they are
&
neo—-colonies or satellites of the industrial nations.

In the words of the first Solidarity Conference of the Peoples
of Africa, Asia and Latin America (OSPAAAL), 1966:

'In the colonies, imperialism adapts fraditional
gocieties to the purposes of its exploitation, turning
them into simple dependencies of the metropolis,
suppliers of cheap raw materials:and buyers of manu-
factured goods from the powers that own them. In the
case of the countries that have gained their political
independence, imperialism does its best to maintain
them in similar economic dependence through the
possession of their main sources of wealth and by monopollsi
control of their foreign trade and of their financial re-
sources that together with the investment of capital on
the part of imperialist monopolies, form the principle
supports of neo-colonialism (Jenkins 1970:197).

The Gonzalez term seems to me to obscure the exploitative
relationships imposed by the industrial powers on Third World
soclieties. These societies exist in a state of "un-freedom" and
 should be so recognized. Thus the empirical characteristics which
Gonzalez describes will be referred to in this thesis, as well as

additional characteristics of colonialism (to be described later).

We will avoid the term "neoteric™.
o,

C



Within this political and economic context, the existence of
?ntgrant labor and thg consequént imbalance of sex-ratio are integral
parts of a colonial and neo-colonial system. The increase in the
frequency of consanguineal households may be interpreted as one
index of the continuing effects of conditions which give rise to this '
institution, In other words, this indicates a continuing domlnatl"on
of and exploitation by the metropolitan society, and a continually

widening gap between metropolis and satellite. Thus, under certain

' circumstances the Gonzalez consanguinealty model may offer a

unique framework for understanding the existence of a particular

household phenomenon.

Gonzalez points out that in order for heE model to be operable,
the consanguineal household must qot be the preferred type of
living arrangement, \It exists alongside the affinal household, ’in
fact, the affinal type is actually preferred, but, due to circum-
stances such as recurrent migration resulting.in a sex-ratio imba-
lance of more females to males, it is not always attained. Rather,
the ;:onsangulneal household occurs more as a result of default
than preference. For this reason, the Nayars of south India (see
K. Gough 1952, 1959; J. Mencher 1962) and the Minangkabau of
Sumatra, Indonesia (eee P.E. de Josselin de Jong 1951), cannot
be considered as confo?mlng to the Gonzalez model, since consan-

guineality is the prescribed and prefemred household form within

these socletles.



Gonzalez.also stresges that only one type of migration leads
to the formation of the consanguineal householq, and this is recur-
rent migration, As defined by Gonzalez, recurrent migration occurs
when ‘

men make irregular joux:neys of varying lengths

of time to obtain wage labor through their productive )
years (1961:1970). - "

»e

The migrant's return to his home society is dependent on: the loca-

¥,

‘B

tion of his job; the wages; and the job security.

-Four other types of migration are described by Gonzalez,
Seasonal migration refers to those individuals or families who are
absent from their society only once a year for employment. This
type has "little or no effect on family organization”. Temporary
non-seagonal migration includes men who leave home during their
youth, but return a few years later, to remain in the home village.
According to Gonzalez, any changes that occur in their home society
are "gradual and non-violent", Any "disequillbrium®" is temporary,
as the society quickly develops mechanisms for adapting to these
new changes. Continuoug migration refers to entire families that
travel from job to job, with no home society to return to. Permanent
removal involves families and individuals who leave the home society ‘

permanently for the place of guaranteed employment.

W7




Gonzalez contends that the only type of migration which
necessitates a man s absgence during his most productive years is.
recurrent migration,

Without the husband, who forms the link between

his family of procreation and his family of orientation,

the wife is more prom’e s{zo turn to her own relatives for

co-operation and assigtance (op.cit.:1972).

The increase in consanguineality, however, may not only be attri-
butable to recurrent migration resulting in a sex-ratio imbalance of
more women than men, As we will gee for Rawlins, consanguinea-
lity may also occur as a result of a higher mortality rate amongst

the male population and earlier male migration. We will also see,
that at least for Rawlins, recurrent migration can involve both men
and women. In this case, consanguineal households may continue

to farm, but the core changes from the mother and her child to the

maternal grandmother and her grandchild.

To conclude, this thesis is a re-study of a work undertaken
ten years ago by Richard Frucht. During that period, Frucht
surveyed the village of Rawlins, We re-survey Rawlinsg, in order
to determine what changesg in household production and composi-
tion have occurred within the last decade. From this analysis, we
offer these hypotheses. First, contrary t.o Frucht s prediction, there

{s some agricultural production on Nevis., This production is geared '

to an internal marketing system, focusing on food crops cultivated
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on small plots of land, rather than an external market, based on

large-scale cash crop production of sugar cane and cotton., Second,

there is an inverse correlation between the amount of work expended \
on the householdgland and the amount of income entering the house- T
hold. Finally, household structure in Rawlins may be explained in

terins of certalx'm modifications of the Gonzalez consar;éutpeallw

model. ~

-

The organization of this thesis is as follows. The physical
and cultural geography, as well as the social and economic ;fe‘atures
of Nevis, are presented in Chapter I Chapter III discusses the
geography and population of Rawlins. The changes in the economy
of Rawlins, and the subsequent effect on procguctlon in the house~
hold are examined in Chapter IV. Chapter V explains the structure
and composition of the household, including the increasg in consan-

guineality in Rawlins.

All currency quoted is in British West Indian (B.W.I1.) dollars,
unless otherwise indicated. The rough equivalent of $1.00 B.W.I, <

in Canadian funds is $0.50.
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CHAPTER 1 o N

THE GEOGRAPHY AND ECONOMY OF NEVIS

This chapter is in two parts. We(' will begin by describing

/

the physical and cultural geography of Nevis, followed by a

discussion of certain socio-economic féatures of the island.
> f’ , ' & ~
LW ’ Eart 1
A more comprehensive understanding of the physical geogra-

. phy of Nevis is given by H, Finkel 19 62 F. Hardy and G, Rodrtgues
g
1947, and G.C. Merrill 1958. The cultural geography, including

f
lnfmstructural development on the island is examined by K. Padmore

&t

1966, A W. Shurcliff and J.F. WelLemeyer 1967, and D, 3 Wint

o .

1965, : 4
A : Physical Geography

CThe island of Nevis is one of three islands in the British

Caribbean Associated State of St.\ Kitts-Nevis-Angullla\.* Situated /

in the northern Lesser Antilles at 17°10'N latitude and 62°35'W longitude,
ﬁ .

* The particular status of Anguilla within the three-island union
is a point &f contention since Anguilla seceded from the State in,
1967. (For an analysis of the situatlon consult the Bgm_gg_mg

1970, London)

¢

LI
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"

. Newis is separatedk from St. Kitts to the north-west by a two-mile

~ channel known as the Narrows.

L]

The small circular island of 50 square miles is dominated by

-

- —

the dormant volcano Mt,. Nevis, which rises to 3600 feet. From the
crater of Mt, Nevis, the land slopes at an approximate gradient of
40 degrees, diminishing slowly until the coast becomes almoq\t flat,
The volcanic activity, which lnclude; earth tremors as recent as

1963, leaves the upper and lower slopes of the land with huge

unmovable {ocks, rendering even some of the good soil uncultivable.

-

The island is divided into five geographical districts referred
to as parishes: St. Paul Charlestown (2 square miles); St. Thomas
Lowland (9 square miles); St. James Windward (10 square miles);
St. George glngerlapd (8 square miles); and St. John Figtree

(8 square miles).

On the north-west ;iope of Mt. Nevis, in [owland parish,
there is a soufriere, whlchi is a volcanic vent in the side of the
mountain. On the north-east slopes in Windward parish, there
;rT‘two springs which serve as the water sciume for the entire island.

Since there are no rivers or streams on Nevis, the ghauts (or gullies)

a
- which run from the mountain are dry except after a rainburst.
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Rainfall

Rainfall is sporadic on Nevis, even during the “rainy" season
from July to January. The area on the higher slopes of Mt. Nevis
(can receive up to 80 inches annually. As the altitude decreases,‘
8o too does the amount of precipitation, until thé almost—flat

coastal plains receive less than 40 inches of rainfall annually.

Since the rainfall varies in concentric bands around the
island, the coastal plains may experience droughts of over six
months duration, from January to June. E\;en those areas further
up the slope of the mountain are not free from droughts. During
my stay in Gingerland parish, in an area considered to be part of
the continuously moist zone (with a total annual ralnf?ll of 60 inches),
the lack of precipitation was such that this important farming area
was unable to grow necessary garden produce for the island markei.
It became necessary for Nevis to import fruits and vegetables from
St(. Kitts, rather than vice-versa., This situation is not uncommon, ¢

as Frucht cites his experiences during a similar drought a decade ago.

Because Nevis is Qlidatéd in the hurricane zone, they may be
expected from August until the end of October. The island was last
hit by a hurricane in 1928, although more recent storms have left

‘thelr toll on nelghboring islands,
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Solils

According to Hardy and Rodrigues (1947), the soils of Nevis
are either shoal soil or lfthosol. Comprising 72% or 18,600 acres
on Nevis, shoal solls are "shallow and relatively unproductive as
they have tight, concrete-like substrata" (Finkel 1962:34). Most
of the low ground (expept for the area betwee:n Charlestown and
Cotton Ground) is of shoal soll, as is the area at the base of

Mt. Nevis just below the 1000 feet contour, as well as the old

weathered hills ‘Hurricane, Cone Mountain, and Saddle Hill),

Lithosol accounts for 28% or 7200 acres of Nevisian soils,
Td is "the immature vqlcanic parent material which shows little
weathering or zonal differentiation, and is largely fresh loose

material" (Finkel op.cit,:34).

The soils of Nevis have been under cultivation for over
300 years. Although poor agricultural practices have affected soil
conservation, Merrill (1958) notes that the soils have weathered
these drawbacks.,

This is largely the result of the quality of the
parent material provided by recent vulcanism (in Nevis).
The fragmented volcanic material is rich in mineral -
elements required by plants. The physical qualities
“m of the deposits are such that the parent material
weathers rapidly into soil... We may conclude that
the 11l effects of soil erosion on the cultivated slopes
of Nevis have been somewhat offset by the rapid rate
of soil formation. {Merrill op.cit.:40).
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B : Cult a tion

According to the unpublished Population Survey, the popula-
tion of Nevis in 1970 was 11,200 with 6000 females and 5200 males,
In 1960 the officlal population was 12,700 with 7100 females and
5600 males. The ratio of males to females in 1970 was 85:100,

and in 1960 was 79:100,

TABLE 1

Population of Nevis

1871 - 1970
1871 1881 1891 1901 1911
11,700 11,900 13,100 12,800 12,900
1921 194 6* 1951 1960 1970
11,600 11,400 13,700 12,700 11,200

Source: 1. G.C. Merrill, 1958
2. Unpublished population survey,

* No census taken between 1921 and 1946,

.

In the last 100 years, the present population appears to be

the lowest on record. Moreover, the decline in population appears

to be the largest decline for each ten year period since 1871.

~

Because there are no published figures on the rate of emi~
gration from Nevis, we are unable to categorically state that the

decline in population (s primarily attributable to migration. The

Govemment Digest of Statigtics, Number 5, does (ndicate that for




the period 1963-1969, the number of births exceeded the number
of deaths by nearly 4:1; therefore, this dgmographic factor would

appear to have little bearing on the present decline in Nevisian

population. '

The sex ratio imbalance of more women than men on Nevis is

the norm on "the smaller islands which are habitually depleted of

v

young adults, especially males" (Lowenthal 1972:221).

In 1960 Cayman Island females outnumbered
resident males by four to three; in Anguilla the ratio
/ was flve to four... In Carriacou w.»men outnumber
men by 3:1... In 1946 British Caribbean had 932 males
per 1000 females and in Barbados and Grenada the ratio
was 4:5 (op.cit.z219).

1f the village of Rawlins is any indication, howeyer, this
sex ratio imbalance may also be due to a higher male mortality
rate, and earlier male emigration. Because the sex-ratio imba-

lance is narrowing from 79:100 in 1960 to 85:100'in 197Q, we

§

may propose that more women are ieavtng the island than formerly.

Within the last decade, the population has dropped in every
parish except Charlegtown St, Paul,* Because Charlestown houses
the administrative and commercial headquarters for the island of
Nevis, it offers the q’reategt opportunities for emplo_ﬁnent on the

island.

v
* The town of Charlestown is not to be confused with the parish
of Charlestown, since the parish is also composed of other very
small villages such as Bath village which Is situated on the out-
skirts of the town of Charlestown.

\

20
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TABLE 2
Coniparative Population Distribution
According to Parigh
in 1960 and 1970

Parigh _Population
1960 . 1970
Charlestown, St, Paul 1500 2100
Figtree, St. John 3100 2000
‘Gingerland, St, George 3000 2800
' Lowland, St. Thomas 2400 2150
Windward, St. James 2600 2150
G
TABLE 3

Comparative Household Distribution
According to Parish
in }960 and 1970

Parish | . Household
1960 1970
\‘Charlestown,‘ St. Paul , 400 500
Figtree, St. TJohn 700 450
Gingerland, St. George ﬂ 750 ‘650
Lowland, St. Thomas 600 500
Windward, St. Ia)uy 600 | 500

Source: Unpublished~draft of the Population Census for
St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 1970,

Census of St. Kitts—Nevis-Anguilla, 1960, Vol. II.
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In - comparison with the much smaller villages scattered
throughout Nevis, Charlestown can be considered the only urb‘an

area on the island, with its substantial population of 1700.

The villages of Nevisg can be divided into three types of
residential patterng. The oldest type is the slave village which
existed during slavery, either within the estate boundaries or

between adjacent estates.:

Another type of vYIl&ge is the post-emancipation settlement,
formed on the peripheries of estates which were sold or rented to
v
former slaves. This type of village may be found midway up the

mountain, or on hilly slopes just below the heavy forested areas,

or on the perimeters of arid lowlands.

Neither of the villages within these two types could be con-
sidered isolated units. Rather, their boundaries often converge to
form neighboring settlements. For éxample, Rawlins, a post-
emancipation village that formed on the slope of Mt. Nevis, is one
of three nearby villages; Zetlands village is situeted to her west

and Stoney Hill village to her north-east, P

-

The third type of residential pattern is the Strassendorf type
of settlement, where homes are arranged alongside the main road.

Increasingly, more houses are being constructed to conform to this
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pattern, especially, since the "break-up of estates&d the increase
in number of small holders during and after the 19 305"*) (Frucht

1966:17). !

A major road that circles the island i{s twenty miles in cir-
cumference. Small side roads adjoin it. Characterized by pot-
holes and poor repair, the main road makes for hazardous driving
at the best of times. This is quite a contrast to the qualit; of the
roads on Nevis a century ago. John Davy (1854:488-9) remarks that
although Nevis is small, her roads compare favorably with those of

the larger and more productive island of St. Kitts.

Aside from the poor condition of the roads, the most serious
infrastructural problem on Nevis today, is the lack of an *adequa.te
water scheme. Since there are no perennlal‘stneams on the island,
water must be tapped from the two major springs which originate
from Mt, Nevis m'wmdward parish. A water main connects the
springs to two large reservoirs in Charlestown. Because these
reservoirs must also rely on sporadic rainfall, th'ey 'seldo;n meet
the requirements for the island. Consequently water must be

ratlioned. 4

\AAn electric power station was first installed in Charlestown
in 1957, A more powerful generator has recently bén installed,

.
coupled with the government's intention to "serve every home and
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2 , ! .
lguslness. .. in each village in Nevis" (Labour Manifesto 1971).
Electricity, however, has still to re;ch many Nevisians, as Table 4
attests. The ;ost to consumers is a deterrent, especially to those
Nevisians who are barely able to meet the rising cost of living.
When Rawlins village recently received electricity, a farmer with
no other means of ’lncome, remaxjkéd that "electricity too dear;
I have to be with kerosene". Another farmer demonstrates that
"after all, you can't get all these fine things without you \got

foundation." ( ‘

TABLE 4

Electrical Supply on Nevis

*

Year * New Consumers Total Congumers
1962 , 58 495 .
1963 - 3 " 530

1964 b 33 566

1965 52 616

T ) .

1966 | 27 643

1967 ' 56 699

1968 , 51 A 751

1969 23 ' 775

-

(These figures are from the St. Kitts-Nevis-Angujlla
Digest of Statistics No, §, 1969)
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Communication

There are five telephone lines which 14 Nevfs with &. Kltis
and from there, points overseas. Subscrl:bers on th%slar;d are
comparatively few, at less than one per cent of the island's popu-

lation,

There is no radio station on Nevis, but the St. Kitts radio
station ZIZ broadcasts to Nevis, A television station ZIZ has just
begun programming, and receiver facilities operate on Nevis. Both

the radio and television stations are state—owned.

A government ferry, leased to a Nevisian businessman salils
between St. Kitts and Nevis six days a week. Under favorable
weather conditions, the crossing covers the twelve miles between
Charlestown and Basseterre (St, Kitts) in forty-five minutes. The

fare is $1.50 per person, one-way.

A daily air shuttle service operates between the two islands,
Piper cub airplanes travel the route in s(even minutes. The fare is
$9.50 per person, return. LIAT (Leeward Islands Air Transport)
maintains this service franchise, which also includes & similar
service to Antigua. ‘ The Newcastle Airport on Nevis has recently
been enlarged and paved at a cost of $300,000; Canadian funds

have provided half the cost.
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Part 2

This part of Chapter II presents a general discussion of the
social, economic, and political characteristics of Nevis today.*
t
The post-emancipation period up to 1962 {s documented by R. Frucht

(1966, 1967, 1968). We will only briefly deal with his main points.

The period prior to Emancipation (1834) has been recorded
by Elsa Goveia (1965) who writes that

If the British West Indian sugar industry had
not been in severe economic difficulties (it is)
unlikely that the humanitarians could have succeeded -
in abolishing either the British slave trade or British
colonial slavery... they succeeded only when their
humane objectives coincided with practical political
and economic circumstances (pp. 335-6).

Goveia's statement emphasizes the total manipulation and
o
exploitatton that the imperial or metropolitan power inflicts on the

colony. This is accompanied by an idea and beliefs system which

‘

serves to justify the process of colonization and imperialism.
Jomo Kenyata puts it more succinctly:

The white man came and asked us to shut our
eyes and pray. When we opened our eyes it was too
late--our land was gone (quoted in Jenkins 1971:142).

* For an excellent insight into the nature of Nevis society at -
the height’ of the sugar era, Richard Pares (1950) has traced
the travels of the Pinney family, a once prominent member of
the Nevisian plantocracy. Katherine J.sBurdon (1920) the wife
of the governor of Nevis at the turn of the century, has also -
presented her perspective of the island soclety.



Colonialism implies a certain wa{r of life which is here
defined by Raymond Kennedy, the anthropologist. It is distin-
guished by five characteristics: (1) economic dependency;

(25 political dependency; (3) under-developed soclal services;
(4) limited social interaction between natives and ruling class;
(5) color line (quoted by Frucht 1967:2-3), 1t is Wlthl;l this
context that the history and present socio-economic position

1

of Nevis must be understood.

A : Nevi and iety to 1962 rief Synopsi
Nevis was first colonized in 1628 by a party of small

cultivators from ‘& Kitts, Later, large slave populatfc;ns from

West Africa were imported into the island, where their labor was

~

exploited in the production of sugar cane.

~

Sugar cane remained the main cash crop on Nevis until the
introduction of a central factory in St. Kitts in 1912, As costs of
production increased and profits declined, sugar cane was super-
ceded by Sea Islanci cottgon in an atte‘mpt to bolster the sagging
plantation economy. The growers and marketers of this cash crop,
howevexl, continued to experience capital losses, with the excep-
tion of the two World War years when monetary retyrns met favo-
rable increases., After World War II, the production of cotton again
declined, to the point where today that fbrmer cash crop provides -

negligible profits to the Nevisian economy.



28

| ' Nevis was established as a plantation colony for purposes‘
of providing sugar cane and later c‘otton to the metropolitan

P o 'u f:ou{ltrles of Great Britain and anada. As many Caribbean
scholars (such as Beckford 1972a; Best 1967; G. Lewis, a Welsh
scholar at U.P.I. 1968; and Williams 1944, 1970) have explained,
theiizagaries of the international cash crop market must be acknow-

ledged in order to comprehend the particular history of former and

present plantation socletléé.

The social and economic history of Nevis can be perceived
in terms of four key changes in the productive processes, each of
which occurred as a result of "social and economic forces origina-

ting outside the island society" (Frucht 1966:90).

The first change was a shift in the organization of produc-
tion from that of plantation slave labor to plantation free labor.
The reason for this transition was the declaration of emancipation

by Britain in 1834,

e The second change was a shift in the organization of pro-

’ duction from that of plantation gang labor to that of sharecropping,
where the household became the major productive unit, This
change occurred in the 1840s, as a result of the "scarcity of
capital brought on by theq comx;xerclal crises in England, and the

. decline of the cane sugar market” (op.cit.:6).

v ° - K
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! ‘
. The third change was the shift from plantations to small

plots of land, that is from latifundia to minifundia. This transi-
tion was due to the depression in the muscovado sugar and Sea .
Island cotton markets which dominated Nevis economy. As the
Nevisian planter class realized continued losses, most either
deserted their estates or sold them to the colonial qdmlnlstrators
. for the island (that is ;he Crown). This period of economic
rece§sion and depression in the 1930s was also one of strife and
0revolt by workers in both the metropolitan and ¢olonized countries.
By creating a landed peasantry, Britain hoped to prevent similar |
uprisings in Nevis. Consequently, the recently acquired Crown
¥ land was divided into small holdings and sold. This con!t/;nued
\ until 1939 when a program for the long-term rental of three-acre
: plots'was instigated, For this reason, the St. Kﬁts government

3

owns more land on Nevis than any other single holder (see

Appendix 1),

The fourth change in the organization of production is that
which is occurring at present, which 1s the shift to increasing
"~ ~non-production of cash crops. The reasons for this present posi-
tion are: the loss of world marl‘:ets for sugar cane and Sea Island
cetton; the emigration of Nmevis}ansv to Britain, Canada, United
N States; and the U.S. Virgin Islands in search of employment; and

' the, subsequnent recelpt of remittances by Nevisians. This may

ey

w!

[}
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.chasing cane from Nevisian growers in 1969 (see Table 4).

~ ) “ - )
' ,r/ 30

render their submission to cash crops finished, but not their depen-
dence on the metropolitan countries for employment and subsequent
remittances.
Depression, market failures, competition among

colonies, together with industrialization and urbaniza-

tion in the metropolitan countries force g:olonlal peoples

off the land, out of the colonies and into new proletarian

situations. The transformation from dependeiice upon

agriculture to dependénce upon remittances is made
(ibid:92).

During Frucht's residence in Nevis in the early 1960s, sugar
cane still provided some income for many Nevisian farmers. Today

that is no longer the case; the St. Kitts government stopped pur-

The reasons for this were: the high cost of shipping the
sugar cane by barg; from Nevis to the central sugar factory in
St. Kitts; the low quality cane which usually resulted from this
transport; the dominant dgpression in the international sugar market.
The St. Kitts government declared that the unprofitability of Nevi-

sian cane did not warrant its contlnuegi purchase., Needless to

‘note, this decision did little to hamper the already strained relations

between the government and the Nevisian farmer.

a
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. TABLE 5

Production of cash crops on Nevis

CANE e .

-

y_e‘:ag Tons - (B.W.I .Scumency)

1963 2100 14, 637.80

1964 2002 14,015.66

1965 1711 11,974.53

1966 2075 \4,527.76 | P
1967 1478 10,773.83,

1968 874 5,909 .29

1969 974 6,811.78

. Last price paid was $7.00 per ton in 1969, The government

has since stopped purchasing cane from Nevisians as they
say the cost of transport to the central factory in St, Kitts
is too expensive.

COTTON . ‘

Year Clean at $0.24/1b. Stain at $0.03/1b,
Lbs, Lbs.

1966 . 213,26§ no figures

1967 ’ 105,741 no figures

1968 147,369 : 7,189

1969 59,028 3,774

1970 16,770 750

/
Price per lb. of clean seechotton has dropped substantially:
in 1958 at $0.38/1b; in 1960 at $0.25/1b; in 1961 at $0,.30/1b;
in-1962 at $0.28/1b; in 1970 at $0.24/1b. The new price ®
proposed by the government for 1972 is $0.40/1b.

4

*
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Pl

Cotton

Unlike .sugar cane, Sea Is@nd cotton continues to be grown
~asa cash crop, although it offers‘scant remur';eratlon at present,
The plant, with its long staple, produces a strong smooth fabric,
highly praised for its prime quality. Although both the productivity
of cotton and the price received, have declined in the past decade,
the St, Kitts Department of Agriculture has recently announced its

intentign.to "promote the production of Sea Island cotton on Nevis*,
*

-
The Permanent Secretary for the Department of Agriculture,
discussed the proposed program for cotton production on Nevis,
and the reasons for its revivéi. ‘The initial project involves the
cultivation of 12 acres of cotton on each of five government estates,
culminating in a total of 60 acres under cotton production. Each
estate employs one woman per acre to seed, weed, and pick the
cotton, hence a total of 60 women are required. Private c;ultlvatlon
is also encouraged. For the grower the price to be paid per pound
of clean seed-cotton is $0.40, considerably higher than the 1970
paid price of $0.24 per pound. It is intended that this high price
will serve as an inducement for the Nevisian ft;rmer to grow cotton,

A number of farmers with whom I spoke plan to produce the crop

again,

»




The cotton itself is considered a triple purpose plant, First,
the cotton bolls are brought to the Nevis Cotton Ginnery, which is
being restored to meet the increased production. Second, the high
pr;)tein content of the cotton plant warrants its use as feed for the
expanding cattle enterprise on Nevis. Third, the oil is to be
extracted from the cotton seed. If enough cottgn\ls grown, it is

hoped that the seed oil may serve to re-activate the output of oil

for export to other West Indian Islands,

Livegtock
Within the last decade, the Departm?nt of Agriculture's
livestock enterprise has expanded. In pa&lcﬂar the breeding of
f:attle of the Senepog] and Zebu stock has been emphasized in order
to meet the increased demand for local meat consumption. That
there are a growing numt;er of people from Nevis and St. Kitts
‘willing to pay the high cost of imported frozen and fresh meat is
attested to in the Government Digest of Statistics for 1969, which
indicates a distinct increase in frozen meat consumption for the

state. (See Table 6, below).

Livestock production at the Government estates of Maddens
and Indian Castle, was initially established to provide for a local

and export market. On the basis of stock inventories taken ty the

Department of Agrlcultu;'e, however, livestock production does not -

33
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3

warrant justification as an importént agricultural endeavor. This is
verified by the figures in Table 7 which reveal the decline in export
of animals chiefly for food. Perhaps large-scale livestock produc-

tion might also be re-activated by the government,
R ° /
) TABLE 6 .

Frozen Meat Consumption - /
for St. Kitts and Nevis

Year Quantity Value\

Lbs. 000 $000 E.C..
1964 105 47
1965 109 54
1966 115 69
1967 109 70
1968 139 83

Gov't Digest of Statistics for 1969,

TABLE 7

Export of Animals from St. Kitts-Nevis
Chiefly for food

Year Quantity ) Value o o
Number $000°E.C.,

1964 1000 43

1965 1558 73

1966 1000 76

1967 ' gs2 - ¢ 59 .

1968 . 221 29

Gov't.Digest of Statistics for 1969,



The introduction of large-scale livestock production and the
re-emergence of cotton employ only a ned\igille fjpercentage of »
Nevis' 12,000 population. (Actual figures)for persons employed

in these agricultural pursuits are not available.)

Gavernment mlnlste;‘s have suggested that it is imperative
that Nevi\? develop a viable economy emanating from agricultural
dlversiﬁc“a\t}gn and the establishment of ancﬂlary industries,
However/ re eni endeavors to promote agricultural schemes seem

dooméd to failure.

Cades Bay Co-operative

For example , the Agriculture Department §n Nevis Q?n/empted
to establlsh’a co-operative development at Cades Bay, which is an
agricultural station in St. Thomas [owland parish, The object was
the rental of five to ten acre plots to Nevisian farmers, for purposes
of producing market provisions and high guality cattle and sheep.
On paper this venture seemed feasible, but in practice appeared
unlikely to succeed. The reasons for this were not overwhelming.
One of the two organizers of the project was transfel_'red to St. Kitts,
with no suitable replacement to continue his worlk; the other man

-

continued to be overburdened, not only with chronic ill health, but

[Y

with additiona} agricultural matters. The secretary-treasurer of the

Farmers Co~-op, the man in charge of all the bureaucratic details,
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recently emigrated to pursue the priesthood. The remaining members
of the Co-operative have either emigrated or are pl@mmg to, in the .

hopes of obtaining more lucrative employment outside Nevis,

Thus, government transferrals, low wages, and emigration

Y

ultimately prevent the materialization of feasible agricultural expe-

riments. &:,\

Market Produce

Although cash crops have met their demise, there is no evi-
dence to conclude, that the island is completely non-productlvg.

Most production on Nevis, howewer, is confined to the cultivation

of market garden produce and ground provisions designed mainly for

the home market. Former pgrlcultural activity focused primarily on
cash crop production of cane and cotton for export to the metropoli-
tan countries. Present agricultural production caters to an mter;lal

¢
market based on food crops.

The actual production of food crops has experienced setbacks
due toa number of factors. The major factor was the profound effect )
of the 1970 sink'ing of the "Christena", the ferry which operated
daily between St. Kitts and Nevis. As one Rawlins® turnhand

recounted, "the better part of the people die out in the disaster.
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14 -
‘We used to turnhand in St. Kitts bu{ no turmhandling now",*

Most of those who previously sold their produce to turmhands
in Nevis to sell in St. Kitts, no longer do so, since few market
p¢I30ple will tx.'avel by ferry to St. Kitts, Also, the production of
market fruits and vegetables in St. Kitts has recently increased to
the point where some of this produce is being sold in the Charlestown”
market in Nevis. lieportedly related to this is the underselling on

the part of the gove ent agricultural depot, of market produc'e"'3

grown on government estatex. Finally, the chronic water shortage

on Nevis serves to aggravate the market situation,

I3

Because Neyisians seldom vary the variety of fruits and vege-
tables grown onh& island, the Charlestown market overflows with
yams, potato vines, pumpkin, bananas, and breadfruit. In the mid
1960s, the U.S. Virgin Islands imported these starchy foodstuffs to
feed their huge alien populatlon. With thelg?nationallzatlon of jobs,

however, and the subsequent deportation of many of these workers,

* A turnhand 1s a man or woman who buys produce from the actual
growers, but who does not grow the produce. The turnhand either
sells in the market, or privately to another market vendor, Normally,
a turnhand operates as the intermediary between Nevis and St. Kitts.
On the other hand, a higgler is a grower who travels directly with
the produce to sell in Nevis or St. Kitts, The point here, however,
is that everyone knows what everyone else is doing. For, in a
marginal econbmy -like that of Nevis, the market complex creates
both employment and some simall income for everyone. For further
dlscusslon of this point, see M, Katzin 1959, 1960; S. Mintz 1958,
. and S. Mintz and D. Hall 1960, .



. as we'wtll see for Rawlins. More people are producing in Rawlins,
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the need fpr subltantial quantities of cheap“, starchy joodstuffs
ceased, It has been four years since Nevis exported these crops.
Yet the Agricultural Department offers no guidlnq alternatives,
VBecause the Nevisian farmer receives 'nelther financial nor tech-
nical assistance, he is reluctant to experiment on his own,

*

especiall{’ since crop failure is not subsidized.

These many setbacks tend to limit the scale of the internal
market.on Nevis, but do not prevent people from growing food crops,

AY

but on a smaller scale.

Since the May 1971 State election, with the Labor Party

: »
again in power, the Ministry of Agriculture now includes both a

new minister and permanent secretary, the latter a former Nevisian.
Both of these men realize the deterioration of large-scale agricul-

tural activity on Nevis and express their desire to rectify that situation.
(Further administrative changes now requi‘re all agricultural o?f':%ers to

stibmit written reports oh those agricultural affairs under their jurisdiction.)

The alternative to agriculture that is belng'promoted‘withln
the last decade is tourism. Contrary to the speculations of
H. Zinder and associates (1969), however, tourism is on the wane

in the West Indies. Especially the case for the last three years,



this decline is dué/t.o a number of factors. Competition with Euro-
pean sun spots.that advertlsewsubstannauy lower rates than their
Caribbean counterparts, attract potential tourists to Europe. Air
travel to Europe is cheaper than to the Caribbean; éﬂces in most
West Indian hotels are exorbi_ﬁant compared to thel; 'Fequlvalents in

»
>

Europe.,

J

[
Another deterrent to the tourist trade in the Caribbean is the -
economic recession in the United States and Canada. Tourists are

cancelling their "holiday to the Sun" for lack of funds.

Also the violence which has erupted in Caribbean vacation
’ paradises has stifled some enthusiasts who perceived the West

Indies as a "vacation from violence",

Other factors such as low-key advertising, poor air facilities,
and infrastructural underdevelopment have all combined to leave
Nevis with two tourist havens temporarily closed, four others in dire
financlal stress, one barely breaking even, and one moderately
successful. This last one, incidentally, was the only large tourist
venture owned and operated by a Nevisian. At their peak, these
tourist lodgings may have employed a total of 200 pe;ple, with

perhaps an additional 35 employed in associated businesses such

as car rentals and taxi éervlces.



40

Related to tourism and accruing a few more dollars to the eco-
nomy is the growlng alien population of Americans, Canadians, and
British. The actualI construction of the homes of these winter resi-
;lents and retirees employs approximately 20 people over a period of
six to twelve months. The cost per home varies, from a minimum of
$40,000 to, in the case of one Caribbean hideaway, $200,000. The
average ;taff operating in these opulent homes is about two pepple
per home, culminating in the total emplo;(ment of over 200 Nevisians.
Although the competittonlfor these jobs is fierce, ‘there is an unwritten
law which prevents the hiring of any person not living in that particu-

e
lar parish where the house or hotel {s situated.

Not all Nevisians are distressed over the decline in tourism.

As one Nevigian farmer states:

Tourism is good for the chauffeur, But tourism
get some people to bum the white people to see what
they could get off them. Some people say tourism bad
because they don't get no money. Some people come

and expect to be camry by tourists. We need some in-
dustry, not tourists.

Alternative Employment Opportunitieg

The only other viable employment ‘prospects are with the
government as civil servants, teachers, or medical staff. ‘The
government remains the largest single employer on Nevis, But, as
there are a greater number of applicants than jobs, qualified

Nevisians remain unemployed on the island, or leave for employment

s
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off the island. Even those who are hired as teaci'aers or clérks often
perceive their jobs as only temporary, as a mean*s of obta‘ming the
necessary funds for emigration. A young Nevisian clerlg recounts that
"there is no money or future %n Nevis. I'll stay until I can earn

A
enough to leave®.

L 4

Although the construction trade offers some employment oppor-
tunities, these jobs are characteristically menial and low paying.
(For government non-establishment worker's wage rates see Appen-
dix II). Althoug imum wage is $0.45 per hour, many labou-
rers receive only $0.30 an hour. A Nevisian house builder who
heads his own construction firm defends his refusal of a raise in
wages to one of his more permanent employees:

That's all he's worth--he thinks he in the

Virgin Islands. There are many waiting for his

job. He won't find other work on Nevis. 1 give

him work and he sees a pay day.

Thus, like most Third World countries, the high unemployment on

Nevis (the figures for which arer either unknown or unavailable) is

used to advantage by private employers.

Ltght Indugtry

During the past deéade, a small number of light industries
have been established on Nevis. The owners of these companies
are either wealthy Americans or upwardly mobile Nevisian business-

men and politicians, "Caribee Clothes”, owned and operated by
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an American woman, employs sixteen women to cut and sew Fela—
tively expensive garments for export to specialty shops in Puerto
Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, and the United States. An average dress
is sold at between $30 and $60 U.S. or $60 to $120 B.W.I. Most

of the profit accrues to the American owner. Apprentice sewers and
stitchers earn $14 é.W.I. per week, working from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M.
five days a week. Experienced workers are paid by the piece, with
some earning $60 B.W.I. a week. In order to earn this comparatively
high wage, however, plece work must be brought home, Thus some

sewers are actually working 15 hours a day.

The "Nevis Ju-C Bottling Plant" is a partly Neytslan owned
endeavor which employs approximately 15 people. The other ow;vner
is an Antiguan who provides the formula, bottles and machinery for
the plant, which prodixces 30 dozen bottles of soft drinks a day.
Wages are in accorfiance with the standard government laborer's

wage.

"The West Indieés Development Company ™ is owned by an
American and is managed by an American and a Nevisian., The com-
pany operates a schooner for lobster fishing and a cold storage
factory for stor1n§ tixe lobster, fish, and local beef for expart. No

. more than 15 Nevisians are employed by this company.
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»Assoclated Building Supplies" makes concrete blocks and
other such products for the island. Owned by Nevisians and operated

by a white man from Saba, the plant employs less than 10 Nevisians’.

All private enterprises which settle in Nevis are offered tax
concessions for a period up to ten years. Thus, these enterprises
accrue few financial rewards for the economy of Nevis, and fewer

¥ ]
employment opportunities for the people of the island. .

o

Emigration

., With employment opportunities bleak, and wages low, Nevi-
;}éns continue to emigrate. Although actual emigration figures for
the island are unavaifable, Frucht compiled figures for the village
of Rawlins a decade ago, which in comparison with my figures
reveal that em;gration is increasing. (See Chapter-3) g

It is a commonplace that those Ng;rlslans who do find employ-
ment elsewhere, nsenq portions of their pay home. A decéde agos, -
Frucht describes Nevis as "a soclety dependent upon remlttanges ‘
(1966:189)". He postulates, however, that the island's remittance
, s ,

economy 1s in jeopardy due to immigration legislation and the

nationalization of jobs in prospecﬂve countries of employment.

Since Fruchdt(',s study, the Commonwealth Immigration Act

has been ratified in Britain, which includes quauﬂcatlong/égaxdlng

[
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:“‘ =
the level of skill, or assurance of employment for prospective
*
immigrants. Inflation and unemployment have also increased in
Britain, as well as the social and economic discrimination which

Black and Colored imimigrants suffer.

In Aruba, a West Indian island wheré a number of Nevisians
had found highly remunefative employment, jobs have been naticipa-
lized due to the automation of their oil refineries. This drastically
reduced employment. The nationalization of jobs in the U.S.

Virgin Islands (another important terminus for immigration) has
also resulted in restrictions on West Indian immigrants including

. ™~
?‘evlslans .

The government Digest of Statistics for 1969 indicates that
there ha; been a decline in migration to the U.S. Virgin Islands
and Britain. This slump, however, has been met by an increase
in emigrants to the United States an;l Canada. This situation for
Nevis is similar to that of o‘ther West Indian islands dependent on

emigration for the important remittances sent home. According to

a4

Lowenthal,

in the 1950s the tide of emigration turned
toward Europe... the late 1960s witnessed a renewed
flow into the U.S. and Canada.

With major outlets in West Europe closed,
West Indians have turned again to Canada which
has absorbed thousands of islanders and to the
United States. American resident visas for Jamaicans
alone rose from 5000 in 1966 to 17,000 in 1968; and
3000 Jamaicans a year emigrate to Canada. (1972:218)

\

o
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The actual number of Nevisians that emigrate to Canada, the United
States and Britain respectively, are either unknown or unavailable

since they are incorporated into statistics for the State as a whole.

Nevisians, like other West Indian emigrants, may be obtaining
emplo;(ment,‘not necessarily; 'the type they would take at home; but
at wages often far greater than that which could be earned at home.
Drawbacks in the metropolitan countries, such as racism, high living
expenses,/poor living conditions, little job protection, and wages
below par, do not deter the emigrant where ‘hlgh unemployment and
low wages at home leave little alternatives for him. Perennial but
menial employment opportunities may be expected to continue for
the migrants whose labor is perpetually exploited by the metropoli-

’/\"tan companies. )

This is illustrated in a Canadian Press article that appeared
in the July 19 edition of the "Barbados Advocate". It stated that
West Indians were being brought into Canada to pick fruit in the
Niagara Valley, work which Cadadtans refused tc; do for such low
wages. The implications of this situation for Nevis are: Nevis
will continue to maintain itself on remittances until such time as
the gc;vc;mment is financially able to offer a viable program for
economic deveiopment such as one centred around the 1mplem¢3nta-

7

tion of labor-intensive agricultural and ancillary industries that
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' t would provide, in the words of a Nevisian dignitary "a senge of -

pride in pulling this country up by its bootstraps"”.

The actual amount of money that emigrants are sending to
fam[ly and friends in Nevis cannot be calculated, for many reasons.
ge amounts of money are sent directly through the mails, some- \
es by regi¥stered mail, but often through ordinary first-clnss post.
:,’*Frequently, remittances are sent home by way of friends and rela-
/ tives on vacation. Also, some Nevisians send money. to their
éccoupts in St. Kitts, Montserrat, or ‘Antlgua. The reason for
/ rexr;lttlng money to banks in the latter two islands is to prevent

/ the St. Kitts government from realizing their true income for tax

/ purposes.

The managers of Barclays Bank Nevis and the Nevis Co—-opefa-

N tive Bank stated that Nevisians tendedto send remittances to bank
accounts in either of these two banks. Both bank managers were
able to compile the amount of remittances sent to the banks in the last
three years. Figures from these t\;vo banks, plus postal money orders,
[ revealed that in 1970 at least $3,274,582 B.W.I. was sent to Nevis.
/ In 1969, $2,485, 658 was remitted and in 1968 just dwer $2,000,000
/ was sent. (The bank managers also stated that the figures for 1968 to

d 1970 were derived from monies remitted to savings accounts and not




Q

47

checking accounts, and thus did not include monies received by

4
Nevisian businessmen in transaction with their foreign counterparts.)

Although these figures indicate a significant increase from
Frucht's figure of $500,000 B.W.I., derived from postal and money
‘ orders ten years ago, it must be recognized that at that time no
banks existed in Nevis. Consequently, as one bank manager noted,

more remittances were sent to banks in St. Kitts.

~

Although thg se figures may appear high in proportion to the
population of Nevis, it must be noted that in many instances
remittances constituted the/main income source for some Nevi-
sians. Not all Nevisians with whom I spoke were suprised at these
remittance figures, as the recollections ’of a prominent Nevisian
politician revealed. A peasant woman entered the Nevis Co-op
Bank and remained after closing hours. The politician, who worked
l‘n the bank, thought that sh;e wanted either a favor or a ride home,

--sbut she said that she just wanted to change her money (from B.W.I.
to E.C.).* Expecting to change just a few notes, the politician
agreed to her wish. The peasant woman unwrapped a bundle and

resented $5,000.,

In another instance, an electrician who was installing elec-

tridity poles, was preparing to dig in a spot when a man instructed

E.C. 1(é the abbreviation for Eastern Caribbean 'currency.

-
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him to stop. After the electrician explained his purpose, the man’
asked for a few minutes grace whereupon he proceeded to dig up his

cache.

eri  in Li e

Within the last decade the rising amount of remittances received
by many Nevisians has initiated a quantitative and qualitative change
in the number of n;aterlal goods being imported into some Nevisian
homes and businesses. Over this period there has been a substan-
tlai increase in the acquisition of automobliles; in th\e erection of
cement or partially cement homes; in the addition to, qr renovation
of existing homes; and in .the subscribers to electricity , water and

telephone. '

As Table 8 indicates, the number of households which have
either built new homes or added to existing ones, has doubled in both
cases. Table 9 reveals that the number of new vehicles registered

on Nevis since 1964 has risen from 281 to 447. This does not include
those registered before ;pat date, nor thg m;any new vehicles designed

-

for Nevis which have been registered in St. Kitts.
]
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.1963

|

1964

1965

™

1966

1967

1968

. 1969

1970

Source: Dept. of Health, Nevis.

¢§\

' TABLE 8
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Housing and Home Improvement on Nevis

1963 - 1970

Work done

*e

addition
erection

addition
erection

addition
erection

addition
erection

no figures

addition
erection

addition
erection

addition
erection

Nu £

18
27

28
24

31
38



Year
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

1970

Source:

Charlestown Police Dept.

TABLE 9

New Vehicles Registered

Number of new vehjcles
regig;e;eg on Ngy;g

281

322

345

344

370

402

447

r
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Discussions with grocery and hardware store managérs indicate

that within the last decade, there has been an increase in the con-

)

sumption of foodstuffs such as milk, margarine, poultry, frozen meat,

cheese, alcohol and cigarettes; as well as in the purchase of commo-

dities such as radios, refrigerators, and stoves.

Thus one may speculate that there has been a rise in the stan-

dard of.living for some Nevisians; this is not to say as Frucht suggested,

that there may be an increased petit bourgeolg style of life on the

island. It can only allude to the classic situation where some people

consgider their material lot improved, and where others attest to a

s

'8

oy
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worsening of material conditions.

1961
1962
1963
1964
1965

1966
1967

1968
v

1969

1970

1971

Source:

TABLE 10

Land Litigation in Nevis
From January, 1961 to ]&ugust', 1971
AL g

a i o)
right to the land purchased.
none.
none, | TN
none,
money owing on chattel hoﬁse.
1) money not paid for land;
2) money owing for land;
3) money owing for land.
wrongfully holding tenancy of premises.

litigation concerning sale of land.

dt}claration that plaintiffs entitled
to freehold property and premises.

1) loss of contract for purchase and
sale of lot of land;

2) money owing on chattel house. \/f

1) order to partition lands between
family members;

2) money owing on purchase of house;

3) money owing on purchase of land.

Court Records for Nevis.
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Land Litigation

In Nevis, land may be obtained through rental, ;;urchase or
inheritance. There are two ways in which the land }nay be inherited.
(1) A will may designate the heir(s) to a specific piece of land; or

; (2) the entire family may jointly inherit the land. This latter type
is referred to as family land and all have equal rights to it. Any

conflict of interests over utilization of family land may, if unresolved

lead to court action.

Frucht suggested that with a slowdown in emigration, land
» would be increasingly used as a commodity rather than as a means
of production. Togetfxer with the retumn of emigrants and an increase
in land-buyers and speculators, there would be a greater incidence
of litigation over rights to, and 6wnership of, land, Thus an increase
N )

in land litigation may be expected to coincide with a decrease in

emigration.

Table 10 indicates that there is little court action over land.
These findings may be expected if emigration has increased over the
, last decade. This would suggest then, that the ownership of family

land remains unchallenged, if family members continue to migrate.

!
ti evi

There have been four significant political changes on.Nevis

(see Ayearst 1r960, Hall 1971, Kelsick 1960, and O'Ilbughlin 1968).

/



In 1866 the island was made a Crown-Colony. In 1871, Nevis was
integrated with neighboring islands to form the Leeward Islands
Federation. In 1882 the Presidency of St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla
came into being. The Associated State of St. Kitts~Nevis-Anguilla
was inaugurated in 1967. At this time also, the Local Government
Act\w'gs ratified in order that the peoples of Nevis and Anguilla be

given more autonomy in the implementation of social and economic

programs for their respective islands.

In 1970 Anguilla seceded from the three-island State to be

‘governed directly by the British Government as a €rown Colony.

Although this act of British interference strained relationships with
other independent West Indian states, there are those in Nevis who

endeavor to follow the same course taken by Anguilla,

Basseterre, St. Kitts houses the present eleven seat State
Legislature, with St. Kitts allowed 8 representatives, Nevis 2, and
Anguilla formerly 1. Various Nevisian independence actions have
been initiated in the past, for purposes of preseﬁtlng a viable alter-

native to the St. Kitts regime. These have failed to garner enough

) _financial or civic support to secede from St. Kitts.

Although the St, Kittg Labor Party swept to victory on its own

island, it failed to retain the one seat it contested on Nevis. More-

over, this seat was won by the Névis Reformation Party, another



movement with secessionist intentions. The other Nevisian seat was

retained by a perennial favorite, a member of the St. Kitts opposition

People's Action Movement,

The other important secessionist party to form in Nevis was the
United National Movement, established in 1960. By 1967, the leader
of the U,N,.M., had accepted a cabinet position offered by the Labor

Partyto offset the inroads that P,A,M, had made in Nevis.

The Nevis Local Council elections that occurred in December
1971 recorded a victory for the N,R,P, with a majority win of five
of the seven seats. The remainder were won by‘( an Independent and
a Labor supporter. A surprise in these elections was the d&eat of
the recently elected State representative w o also held the post of
chairman of the Nevis Local Council. Although this particular polfti-
cian was popular, Nevisians complained that he was "leaning too
close to Labor". Nevisians also claimed that they did not want a
Kittitian party, be it the rull7§ Iabor P;m:‘ or L_A_,_M_,, to represent
their lnterestsl. *"We need a Nevis man for Nevis® was the way one

man explained the situation.

It is unlikely that the N.R.P, will procure the power to steer
Nevis into the secessionist waters of Anguilla. Criticisms labelled
at the party by Nevisians are: lack of proper leadership; friction

within the party hierarchy; and uncertainty over the articulation of



R ment. Some people expect things too fast and don't
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relations with’St, Kitts., Moreover, once the excitement of elections

-~

ceases, so too does the interest in the Party. Also, if past actions

are any indication, the St, Kitts Labor Party will probably co-opt the

N.R.P. representative by offering him a cabinet position.

P

In the final analysis, secessionist intentions will fail predicts
one Nevisian farmer:
Trouble is, Nevisians don't hold together like
* Anguillans. Angulllans, like one they all say; but

not the Nevisians. Nevisians don't link together.
Anguillans whatever one say-all.

The support for the St, Kitts Jabor Party has waned on Nevis
due to some factors outside the financial capabilities of an under-
developed economy that continues to be exploited from colonial
times to the present. As a Nevisian taxi-driver argued to his anti-
Labor passenger:

: Nevisians must work hard for the future of Nevis,
and mustn‘t blame all Nevisian problems on the Govem-

expect to work for them. "When things bad in the U.S.
or Britain, they bad here, and Labor can't help that.

3

As sources of conflict remain, however, political ani-
mosity between the two islands will continue. Unemployment; low
wages, agricultural decline, infrastructural deterioration (in the
roads and water supply), and rise in cost of living acerbate the

Nevisians to accuse the St, Kitts government of withholding funds

.
\
‘ .
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. ~ for proéress. That the St. Kitts government has neither the finances
nor the resources té rectify these sources of discontent on either ‘
.Nevis or St, Kitts is obvious. Its mono-crop sugar cane economy
dominated by world sugar markets, can neither predlct profits from
sugar cane, th’e sum total of which is grown on private plantations,
nor alleviate the cited problems persistent in both of the island socie-
ties.P For the piantation system of:_‘ §t. Kitts "generates serious

resource misallocation in the plantation economy, with resulting

high social costs to the societies concerned” (Beckford 1972a:182).

Social Services on Nevis -

A hospital, permanently staffed by nurses, nurses’' aides, and
.orderlies, serves the island. There are also a number of health
centres with qualified nurses to handle minor medical problems.

Since only one doctor resides on the island, his services are seve-
rely pressed; rotating weekly visits from doctors in St. Kitts attempt
to alleviate the severe physician shortage. Optometrists a‘nd dentists

are available in St. Kitts,
&

Educational facilities are beginning to improve for Nevisians,
although the overcrowded schools, shortage of equipmént and teaching
personnel aggravate the learning situation. There is one secondary

school on the island, and prlmari schools in each parish. Thus,
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there are facilities for all pupils between 5 and 14 years of age;

and free secondary education for pupils who "can benefit from {t".

In 1969, the St. Kitts government established a teacher train-
ing college for the purpose of instructing the present and future
teachers of the two islands. In 13971, a technical college was

-opened to students from the State. =~ °.

The British system of education is adhered to as students in
their final forms prepare for examinations of the ordinary and adv'anced
level G.G.E., as well as the Royal Society of Arts exams, Although
execu'ted in the Caribbean, the exams are set in London. The
Minister of Education hopes ip the future, however, to adopt an
educational séﬁeme specific to the needs and historical background

of West Indian students.

Clubg and Sociletieg

There are three prominent clubs which function on Nevis:

w, the Junior Chamber of Commerce, and The Qddfellows.
“Thére are also two friendly societies (explained below): The Black
and White, and The Heart and Hand.

L3

. Recently formed in May 1971, The Lions Club is a branch of

Lions International . Its membership fees range from $100 B.W.I.

o

upward a year, and its members constitute the upper echelon of
Nevisian society, that i3 the older and wealthier Nevisian men,

P

f

e ¥
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The Junior Chamber of Commerce , in existence for over a dégade,

is cofmposed of much younger Nevislan men and women, that is between
f L4

the ages of 18 to 40, and from the middle and upper income families.

Its once exclusive membership, including no women, is changed.

Today it is a community service club purporting to also be a training

-

ground for island leaders.

The Oddfellows, a branch of The International Order of OQdd-

fellows, is over 20 years old. Although it professes to embrace all
income: brackets, its members are mainly from the middle to upper
lnc:ome group, and are the much older male members of the commu-
nity. The’female conl;lngém to tﬁis club is the The Hougehold of
Ruth. Both "offer each other protection and world b‘rotherhood".

Unlike the other clubs, their attendance at meetings is large because

a fine is imposed on absent members.

+

Thus these (;lubs serve as an indtcatlon of status within the
community. More important is that none of these clubs are West
Indian in origin, but rather affiliates of governing chapters in the
metropolitan countries, particularly the United States. By remitting
monies to the metropolitan ¢lubs for such requisite items a‘:s dues,
insignia, and otper paraphernalia, the club members in t‘he neo—
.;:olonles are instilled with a sense of su;)erlorlty over their country-

H
men,
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The friendly societies, on the other hand, ultimately derive
their leadership from counterparts in other West Indian Islands.
The head of the Heart and Hand society is from St. Kitta&/ The
friendly societies on Nevis are the oldest clubs on the island.
Their membership is derived from the lower income brackets, and
they are men and women of middle and old age. The main function
of friendly societies is to attend funerals of memt%ers; the Black and
. White attire thems'elves in those colorg and the ﬂeg(;; and Hand wear
all white at funerals. The club dues are approximately $1.00 a month,
or "what you can give". Meetirigs occur every three months, for
purposes of recording the dues in the "dues book". Most join a
friendly society when ill, and the money for dues is used to help
the member when sick, and to insure that the member hag a proper /

burial. A fine is imposed on any member who does not attend a /

funeral of another member. L i

eligiou filiation =

There are many churches and sects on the island. While most /
K ‘

Nevisians are formally baptised in a.church, it seems that many from
'Y

the lower income ségment hold membership in a sect rather than in a

church. This statement is of course subject to verification, and /’
;

perhaps could focus as a problem for future study, that is whether j

/
income and social position affect religious affiliation. Gary Schwa/t‘tz (n.d.)

~ \ 4 [
- , 1
\ o ) /



in an unpublished paper presents data to reveal that in Charlestown,

the local elites and successful farmers belong to established

churches.

The established churches on the island are the Anglican,

¢

Roman Catholic, and Methodist. The sects include the Pilgrim

Holiness, Pilgrim Bx:ethren, Se;venth Day Adventist, and Jehovah's
Witnesses, There are also a number of pentecostal groups such as
the Church of God, and the Bethel Church of God. All of the sects

£ . and established ci\urches are ultimately administered by their coun-
: terpax"tsbln the United States or Britain. The pentecostal groups, -,
however, can be considered independent of the metropolitan
"ocountries, as their origins derive mainly from other West Indian

L

“islands.

2
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Summary
This chapter has presented a description of the physical and
cultural geography of Nevis as well aﬁlcal discussion of the socio-

’

economic position of this former plantation society.

The economy of Nevis is now dependent on remittances.. This
dependency is hardly unique in g;t Caribbean isee\. for instance
J. Crane 1971, and Manners 1965). For the Ne\;lgi;}; cash crop
grower, there is no longer a market for sugar cane and cotton meets
dismal returns, unless the new agricultural scheme, for its re-intro-
duction proves favorable. Nevis is not, however, non-produé'tlve.

Rather, her production is concentrated in market garden fruits and

vegetables designed for an internal markét.

élnce employment opportunities are negligible, the Nevisian
has little alternative but to emigrate, Emlgrathn serves as a popu-
lation valve by regulating the high unemployment on the island. As
e{nlgratlon robs Nevis of the most economically productive segment

of its population, it presents gra\}é implications for future socio-

. économtc development programs for the island. Because the govern-

ment is presently unable to offer the monetary rewards of the metro-

politan countries, development schemes like the Cades Bay Co-op- ’

»

erative are doomed to failure,

- . o
KU
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‘ Although remittances serve to praevide the Nevlsian:wnh the
necessary cash to maintain a partlcula:r\ life style® they also serve
to perpetuate a perennial metropolitan-satellite relationship with
Great Britain, Canada, and the United States. Nevisian resource's
in the form of cheap labor continue to be eg_g}o/lted by the metropolitan

country. This exploitation exists within the religious and social
sectors of Nevisian society as well, where the middle class Nevi-
sian pays allegiance to church and club headquarters in the metro-

politan countries.

L
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CHAPTER III

THE GEJGRAPHY AND POPULATION OF RAWLINS VILLAGE

b,
A : Physical Geography
The village of Rawlins is located in the parish of St. George
Gingérland. Situated on the south-east side of Mt. Nevis, Rawlinsg

/ . o
is located between the 1200 feet and 1000 feet level of the mountain.

Due to the high altitude, Rawlins receives a total annual
rainfall of between 60 and 80 inches. The soils surrounding Rawlins
are lithosol containing the brown-yellow earths which are quite pro-

ductive (Gordon Merrill 1958).

The village of Rawlins may be divided into two separate |
settlements, that of Rawlins and Hard Times. Rawlins is the settle-
ment situated just above the 1000 feet level of the mountain which
Frucht studied in 1962 and I re-studied. Hard Times is the recent

settlement which is situated in the former cane fields of Hard

Times Estate below Q}he 900 feet level 'of the mountain, (see Map 3).

\ 1

For purposes of determining changes in household composition
and production in Rawlins today with that of Frucht's work nearly {
a decade ago, only the settlement of Rawlins is to be focused upon.

H

s B N
u{t‘ "{’D} RN .

4



As Hard Times came into existence only just recently, and much
after Frucht's study, it is to be considered a separate village,

unless otherwise indicated.

B : Cultural Geography

The majority of the 28 inhabited houses in Rawlins are located
along a gravel road which stretches over 350 yards. Four foot paths,
each about 100 fe!t long emanate from this main réad; along each
are situated two or three houses. The mode of transpo;tation along
these roads is by donkey or foot. Only one resident owns and
operates a vehicle, for purposes of taxiing residents to and from

Charlestown,

.

The village of Rawlins extends over thirty acres of land, tl;e
more ele;rated overgrown with fruit trees, or uncultivable due to
extensive rocky soils. There are two small shops, known as rum
shops. One is a franchise of a larger operation in Charlestowr;.
The other is owned by a formel* resldent who moved down the hill
to Market Shop and manages another rum shop there. Each of these

shops sells canned goods, salt fish, potatoes, sweets, and liquor.

¥
Water ,

Water for Rawlins and ;nost of Nevis is drawn from the reservoir

»

further up the mountain and north of Rawlins. The source of the

reservoir's funds is two springs from the Windward side of the




¥

mountain. The water from the reservoir fills three small bovem-’
ment cement tanks in Rawlins, each of which are situated to the
side of the main Rawlins road. Most of the residents trek to the
government tanks for wate;)\ six of the village households can afford

a private government pipe running into their yards or houses.

lectricit F .
Electricity reached Rawlins in December 1971. Only one
home, however, has been "hooked up". For thJe remainder of
homes, monthly rental, or remoteness from the transformers, are

the deterrents. In the past, kerosene served to lighten up the

.homes of-Rawlins, and for many will probably continue to do so.

The village complex of Réwllns and Hard Times is but one
of three settlement units located within a mile of each other. To

the south-west of Rawlins is Zetlands‘, and to the north-east is

Ve

Stoney Hill.

C : The Population of Rawlins - -~

From my survey, the population of Rawlins in 1971 was 133,

~

. \ .
consisting of 60 males and 73 females, centred (ln 28 households.

In 1962, the population was 171, with 85 males and 86 females,

in 41 households. . - /

66
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TABLE lla T

Population bf Rawlins

€ an e 4
Age 1962 1971 1962 1971 3
No. No. g % % - .
0-4 23 - 17 13.5 12.8
5-14 52 43 30.4 | 32.3
15-24 29 . * 28 17.0 21.1
25-44 22 ' 8 12.9 6.0
45-64 37 28 21.6 18.8
65- , 8 12 \\f.7 9.0
' » Male
Age 1962 1971 1962 . 1971
No. No. % %
0-4 10 12 11.8 - 20.0
5-14 29 16 34.1 26.7
15-24 10 13 11.8 21.7
25-44 10 4 11.8 6.7
'45-64 22 8 '25.9 13.3 s
65- 4 7 4,7 11.7 ‘
' Female
Age 1962 1971 1962 1971
No. No. % %
\ 0~4 13 "8 15.1 6.8
5-14 23 27 . 26.7 37.0 -
15-24 19 15 22.1 20,5
25-44 12 ! 14.0 5.5
_ 45-64 15 17 17.4 23.3
65- 4 5° . . 4,7 6.8
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TABLE 11b

Population of Rawlins

1962 1971
Sex.  No, "% No, 2
' Male 85 49,7 . 60 45.1
Female - 86 50.3 73 54.9°
Total 171  100.0 133 100.0
Exce emale e e
Age 1962 1971
0-4 3 -7 “
5-14 -6 11
15-24 9 2
25-44 2 0 : ‘ fi
45-64 S 9 ' .
65- 0 -2 , ‘
Total 1 13 .
Sex Ratio
- 0- .7692 2.4
5¢ 14 1.2609 - .5926
15-24 .5263 © .B667-
© 25-44 .8333 0
45-64 1.4667 .4706 °

63~ 0 \' 1.4




The decline in population can be attributed to: death from
natural causes, and the Christena disaster; residents moving down
from the mountain “into the light", i.e. to other parts of Nevis,
such as Market Shop or Charlestown (only 2 residents from 1 hou-
sehold moved to Hard Times); permanent and recurrent migration
from the island. The village itself no longer extends as far up the
mountain as it did a decade ago. A resident éxplains-why:

Nobody going up in the mountain; all keep down

here. Only some old people up there now. These

young people done build below and won't go up in

‘'mountain because it just plain big. All move down

to better road and doctor and water; no doctor go

up there because the roafl so bad and no water up
there, ™ ¥

As Table 11 a indicates, the number' of men and women bet-
ween the ages of 25 a”n‘d 44 drops from 22/1?1 in 1962 to 8/133 in
1971. Important too ;ré \the number of women\ w;«rh; now emigrate;
the number of women living in Rawlins (in this age bracket) drops
from 12/86 in 1962 tc; 4/73 in 1971.‘ This indicates that women

are either accompanying or joining their mates abroad, or are

leaving independent of a mate.

The number of men between the ages of 15 and 24 who are

living in Rawlins increases from 10/85 to 13/60. This may be due

i

to a decline in male emigration in this age bracket, which could be

affected by a number of factors. The strict 1mmigrat16n laws in

u

N
. .
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- ’both Brltaml ;and-the U.S..Virgin Islands may be a deterrent. The
higher. unemployment rates in Canada and the United States may
ralso Be a factor. Or, and moré likely, the Rawlins youth may be
remaining longer on the léiand to earn more money to cover increased
travel and living expenses both on Nevis and in the metropolitan
‘countrles of intended emigration. (Although remittances may provide P

much of the travel costs, some monetary contrtputton from the pros-

pective emigrant is expected.)

In the 45-64 age bracket, the number of men drops sharply
from 22/85 in 1962 to 8/60 in 1971. This decrease is the result

of a greater number of deaths amongst these men, and migration.

Another change in the population structure of Rawlins is the

increase in the percentage of elderly Hawlins residents. For 1962,

e

8/171 of the population is 65 or oyer; in 1971 this rises to 12/133,

roved diets can be considered as

/Be{tér\dmg.lcal facilities and 1

factors for this increase.

Finally, the sex-ratio\imbalance increases over the decade.
In 1962, the fatio is 85 maled to 86 females, or nearly 1:1. In
1971, the ratio is 60 males tg 73 females, or 1:1.22, This change

is due to greater longevity amongst women, and emigration,

©



TABLE 12-a

-

"Rate of Emigration from Rawlins off Nevis’

53-62 62-71

Tgtal Population . 218 193
otal emigration 47 60
% of Population emigrated 21,6 ; 31.1
Total number of households 41 cr 28
% of households with - emigrants 46.3 75.0
!
TABLE 12b r

: ’ .

Emigration from Rawlins off Nevis 1962-1971, by sex

Total Male  Female
Populatiog in 1971 133 60 73
Emigratian sipce 1962 60 30 - 30°
Total population 193. 90 103 )
Emigratioh as % of total pop.” 31.1% 33.3% 29.1% ..

e . TABLE 12c¢

Emigration from Rawlins 1962-71
Other Parts of Nevis

Recurrent Permanent’
(permanent, no r?current)

S 25v 20 A 10 4 9

. Ty v '3 ° .
Ratio: 5:4 - ~ 12 1:2.25 g

i ”
(4 \ N ? (4
& - ' 1" - a - -, + a
i
: ' /
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What is of significance “here is a situation where Rawlins
residents, especially women are living longer, and the sugg;stion
that this is the case for Nevis its€lf. If this is so, then within the
. next decade, the island's population can expect to rise signxiﬂc’an‘tly,
especially as life expectancy increases. In what way the island and
the government ad;pts to a population increase from an economically
unprcx\iuctive age group remains to be seen, This has further reper-
cussions when it is realized that the most economically productive
age group, that is those between the ages of 25 and 44, continue

to leave and remain off the island. That leaves an actual labor

force of comparatively small proportions,

As Table 12 a indicates, the rate of emigration from Rawlins
has increased from 21.6% to 31, ‘ , or from 47/218 to 60/193.
Wlt_hin the last decade ,'(as 12c¢ sho#:vs)l more men than women
emigrate on a recurrent basis. More women than inen, however,
E%%Ml! migrate to other parts of Nevis or off the island. This
' is due to women marrying outside of ﬁawlins and establishing
residence in the husband's village, or country. Moreover, as
Otterbein notes (1965:69), when there is an excess of women over
men in a marriageaBle age bracket, women may leave their home

vlllagg in search of work, or migrate. For our purposes, however, ..

it 1s the recurrent migration figures of 25 males to 20 females in'which

we age most interested, since this is the only typs.of migration which

L3
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Gonzalez considers essential for the formation of consanbulneal

households.
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CHAPTER IV

¢

ECONOMIC RELATIONS IN RAWLINS

A : Econgmic History of Rawlins: a synopsis

The village of Rawlins was established after Emancipation

IS

quite probably by freed slaves who either bought or rented plots on

the periphery of a sugar estate, above the level where cane was

!
°

" cultivated. That Rawlins was founded by manumitted slaves would .

seem feasible due to the number of families bearing the title "Free-
man". Also, all the immediate post-emancipation settlements were
situated on lands’'unsuitable for cane production, either on the
uppefﬂ mountain slopes just below the forests, or on the boundaries
of dry lowlands. Thus Rawlins would fall into that former category.
The one-time slave villages were older than Rawlins, and were
founded either within the peripheries of the estate or on the boun-

dary of two or more contiguous estates.

The economy of Rawlins had centred around the production of
sugar cane and cotton, mainly on the nearby estates of Hard Times,
Old Manor, Zetlandé, and Golden Rock. In 1969, however, the

government stopped purchasing sugar cane; and cotton, according

to a former cultivator, "t die five years ago".

»



The former cane and cotton growers of Rawlins discuss the
dire economic straits that envelop the community and the island

today, while at the same 'time, presenting their picture of the past.

1. Mr. M. formerly planted cane-and now plants yams on his «
1 acre of land behlnc\l his housespot. "It's two years since no work
for a penny", explains Mr, M., since that is when the goverhment
stopped buying cane. Planting and selling yams no longer pays .
because.after Mr. M. gives earnings to the truck driver (to cart
the yams to the Charlestown market) and the turnhand (to sell m

the market), there is little left to cover his time and labor.

On his housespot of 1/4 acre, Mr. M. grows household
provisions such as cabbage, tomatoes, onions, and spices and
herbs. At least 8 or 9 hours daily is spent working on the land,

alone, as he can no longer find help. Most of what he plants he

‘either eats or sells.

-
Mr. M. used to rent land from Old Manor Estate to plant

cotton. The rent per year v;as‘baéed on the quality, of the land,
plus the numper of acres. ’Thg-:‘ number of acres which gould be
rented were based on the number of family members who could
work the land, plus additional help. Thus, "if you got help , can

run with 2 acres of cotton, but if just me and my wife, just 1 acre

75
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of cotton". The rent for a 1 acre plot was 36 a year for poorer land

and $10 a yéar for better quality land. During the "good years",

'

especially between 1958 and 1960, the land could yield Mr. M.

between 800 and 1,000 pounds of cotton, which earned $0.10 a

pound. : Y
co b

A}
f
o>

In 1961, Mr. M. stopped planting cotton since it was too

unprofitable for the amount of labor and time that went into its

production. He noted the decline in price since World War I when

the amount paid was $0.36 a pound. During this war period, the
West Indies supplied Britain with part of its need for sugar and
cotton. To facilitate the boom, a cotton ginnery and shed were

bull‘t in Charlesgown.

Since 1943, Mr. M. had also planted sugar cane at Stoney

Hill, on the land of Mr. B. whose granqut—her had raised them

both, 1f the cane returns were profitable, Mr. M. gave Mr. B.
"$1 for my $2". Thus if Mr. M. received $400 in one crop year,
he would pa;(.éIOO to the truck driver who picked up, and trans-
ported the cane to the barge; then he would pay Mr. B. $100 and

himself $200.

". In the past, reminisced Mr. M.:

ol g

we had grinding machinery to reap, now
everything gone right down, now nothing to drag

-
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cane from Nevis to St. Kitts; nothing here for poor
people to do. There was time when all cotton used
to go to England but now whole of Nevis is pure bush.
Everything gone to nothing. We can't grow cotton
because no market for it. We's the planter, cultivate

the land and when we done, don‘t get nothing.
\

2. Another Rawlins farmer, Mr. L., grew cane on his family Jand
of 1 acre in Zetlands Estate u;ltil 1968. He also grew cane on

Hamilton's Estate (which is government owned), on a 13 acre plot
which hg rented for $§3 an acre. He gave up the land because "it

didn't pay".

Mr. L. used to plant cotton at McFarlanes Estate (privately

“

owned) on a share basis, where "you got 2 pounds and they (the

owners) got 1 pound.® This continued from the 1940s into the
Y

1950s,until it proved unprofitable.

3. Mr. F. planted cane from 1936 until 1968.” fsut now "just go
up hill for grass, because so dry. Cut all cane down now, " He
onice grew 20 tons of cane, and hired over 20 people to cut the cane
e;n;‘i }oad it into the truck . ,Wages pald to cutters were $3 for a
7-hour day. Mr. F. received $7 per ton of cane; thus earned $14Q
a year, plus the government bonus. Th; truck "alwarys take hélf "

I3

of the profits, however, and the hired men "most of the.rest",
'

leaving little cash for Mr. F. himself,
&
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Thus for the people of Rawlins, and Nevis:

what was keeping up this country now turning
down is cotton and cane. You work at a thing,
children and all, and whatever to come you soon
get it, butiup to now, not one penny. No bonus
"nothing, no money they give. They shut down the
work. Only land to run around and support life and
make family. Otherwise God dead with you.

/

B : Present Economic Relations of Rawlins

Agriculture

Altholigh Rawlins was once in the heart of the cane growing
region, cash no longer accrues from that crop. In fact the reverse

seems the case, according to one Rawlins farmer who comments

2

that "cane still grow, but haven't cut no cane: Must find money °
to pay cane." In other words / the f{awllns farmer must still pay the
tyx for the land where the cane c%ontlnues to ratoon, althf)ugh the
crop reaps no monetary rewards. To clear the land involves the

kind of labor that this particular farmer, and many like him, can

~
- »

no longer afford." E 2N

;
-~

)

&

Because cash crops have met their demise in this:area, there
is llttl;a for the f;rmer to do-except piant ground provisions and mar-
ket garden produce for sale in the Charle stown and thger'land
markets. A c_l_ecade ago, the economy of Rawlins centred n{ore on

sugar cane production for an external market, The present econo'my{

focuses on food crops for an internal market.

t

2
h §

Lt {
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To grow market produce, particularly vegetables, involves
both time and water; the Rawlins farmer has plenty of the former,

but little of the latter. As he is unable to regulate the necessary

]

amount of water for his crop, the farmer often finds himself idle.
v‘ ' "

From Monday to Mondéy onlf sit down doing
nothing. Get up Monday, turn to land and see what
you can work when rainfall. When no rain only
working is sitting down doing nothing at all,

\Aqother Rawlins farmer agrees with' this plight:
All whole country in Nevis shut right down.
- No work in Nevis for man to do. When rain come
you make have with something to do.

In spite of the apparent drawbacks in the production of market
provisions, the Rawlins growers state that although they receive
"no wage" from these vegetables, they "don't get no food out of
cotton or cane."

o .
Market garden production is not to be confused with ground

provision cultivation. Market garden produce includes vegetables
such as cabbage, lettuce, tomatoes, cucumbers, onions, as well

-
as herbs such as thyme, rosemary, basil, and parsifey. Ground

provisions include tuberous crops such as cassava, yams and
pumpkin, The more time and energy consuming of the two is\market

garden cultivation as it requires constant weeding and watering

(l; available). .

[y



TABLE 13

Cumglative Distribution of Households Cultivating

Ground Provisions by Size of Plot

1962
No, Ratio

Less than 1/4 acre 6 6:41
Less than { acre 11 11:41
Less than 1 acre 16 16:41
Less than 2 acres 22 22:41
Less than 3 acres 25 25:41

Total H.H. in village, No, 41

As indicated in Table 13, 25/41 hbpseholds cultivated ground
provisions; 9 of those were engaged in larv;e-scale production. In
1971, 24/28 households cultivated gré)uhd provisions; 5 were
involved in large-scale production. In 1962, 16 of 25 growers

cultivated less than 1 acre; but in 1971, 19 of 24 growers cultivated

7/
less than 1 acre.

From these figures we may conclude that most Rawlins house-
holds cultivate some ground provisions. Although there are 2

households which cultivate over 2 acres each, (a decrease of

T

1 household within the last decade), there are more households
cultivating on a smaller scale, More‘over, ground provision culti-
vation today is restricted to plots of land away from (rather than
on or near) the housg spot. This is because ground 1;rovls}ons,

which require little care, ‘are planted in former cane fields,

1971
No, Ratio
11 11:28
16 16:28
19 19:28
22 22:28
24 24: 28
No, 28

80
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The main reason then, for the drop in _large-scale cultivation
of ground provisions is their unprofitability, As explained previously,
Nevis no longer exports these prévisions to the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Another factor is the dwindling market in St. Kitts that declined
after the Christenz; disaster. Finally, the increase in remittances

. means that the household is no longer dependent on uncertain crop

markets.
TABLE 14

Households cultivating market provisions

1962 1971
© No, Ratio No, Ratio
Less than 1 acre 6 6:41 18 18:28
Greater than 1 acre 3 3:41 2 2:28
Total cultivating 9 9:41 20 20:28

- Total H,H. in village 41 28 ;

In 1962, only 9 of t},le .41 households in Rawlins grew market
//
garden vegetables; 3 of them cultivated over 1 acre/of land. In

1971, 20 of the 28 households grew market prodyce; 2 of these
y

cultivated over 1 acre of land. From this can be derived another

& L]
important change in household production. /

/

More Rawlins households are grow arket garden produce

Q

today, and most of these tivating on very smallnp‘lots. This

e explained in terms of depressed cash crop markets

4

change-can al

—

a hcreased remittances.

/
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Whereas a decade ago, market garden consumption was mainly

confined to the more affluent Nevisians who could afford their high

L3

\s»
cost, this does not seem the norm today. The reason why more
Rawlins households have the time to expend on market garden pro-
duction for home use is due to their receipt of remittances, and the

demise of sugar cane.

Market garden produce today tends to be grown on the house-

spot, that is on the land where the house is situated. Ground pro-

<

btsions, on the ofher hand, [tend to be grown on rented land away
from the house. One reason for thig is the intense care réequired
in market garden production compared to the uninvolved nature of

ground provision cultivation. Another reason is likely due to the

market produce being more for "home use", Most of the market

growers that I spoke with explained that "we eat and what we have

;ftw% sell"./q

In 1962 Frucht observed that ground provisions served as an
, \\

insurance crop when cash crops’ drop or fail:

It appears, however, that the household rarely
gives up its small plot of provlslons grown on the
Rousespot or mountain land in the traditional manner
(1966:130).

-- Because market vegetables are now grown on the housespot, rather

than ground provisions, it seems that market produce has succeeded

ground provisions as the insurance crop.

-
4
)]



Thus, rather than engage in the large-scale production of

both ground provisions and market produce, most Rawlins house-

-

5]

holds gre confining themselves to the cultivation of small plots of
&'

-

market vegetables and ground provisions grown on less than 1 acre,
This change inthe scale of household cultivation has been explained
in terms of these three factors, each of which are summarized below:

.

(1) increasing reliance on receipt of remittances; (2) unavailability = -

- of hired labor dﬁe torise in costs and large-scale emigration;

" (3) net input of labor surpasses output.

(1) Increasing Reliance on Receipt of Remittances :

. . TABLE 15

Households Receiving Remittances

| 1962 1971
No, % No, X%

Total H.H. In village 41 100.0 28 100.0
H.H. with migrants 22 53.7 21 75.0
H.H. receiving remittances 17 41.5 20 71.4
H.H. receiving less than $100 yr. 4 9.8 8 28.6
H.H. receiving between $100-$300 yr. 9 22.0 7 25.0
H.H. receiving more than $300 yr. 4 9.8 5\ 17.9
Total Amount of Remittances . $5,185.00 $6>55.06
A;rerage Amount of Remittances -

per year per household , $ 305.00 $ 327.75

! . . .
An important dlsmnctton te be made here that It‘rucht failed to

t

note in.1962 is that his figures focus only upon those households

» [
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recelviné remittances. Thus, his high figure of $305 as an average

H

amount of remittances received per year per household, applies only
to those households actually receiving remittances, These 17 house-
“,holds, however, constitute only 4]: 5% of the total 41 households in
Rawlins. The majority.of households did not receive remittances in

1962. ;

That situation is no longer the case. From a total of 28 housej

M.
holds, 20 or 71.4% receive remittances. The average amount of

remittances received annually in those households has increased to

7

$327.75.

bl “’

Another important distinction must.be made in explaining these

-

remittance figures. Like most Nevisians, Rawlins residents are

reticent to discuss income figures, particularly the yéarly amount

b

of remittances received. In other words, these cited figures are

probably much lower than the amounts actually received by the

households., 1~ q
2 \

' . Ji
(2) Unavaulebllity of Hired Labor Z
These'oﬁgux:es' in Table 16 indicate that Rawlins residents are

no lénger hiring- as much outside help as they did a decade a?o.

-

Whereas, for 1962, 14 of the 41 households hire outside help, for_

~ -

1971 only 6/28 hire help. Moreover, it is now the norm for the house-
‘ A
- .

~
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hold to utilize only its own labor, with no hired help. Thus for 1962,

12 make use of household bor only; for 1971 this rate soars*to 20.
Finally, the number gipeople who no longer cultivate decreases
from 15 in 1962 to 2 in 1971. This further proves that riore house-

holds are cultivating smalil plots of market garden and ground provi-

sions, ) i
o <
* TABLE 16
Kind of Labor
Kind 1962 1971

’ , No, Ratio No, Ratio
Total households in village 4] "28 <
Household Labour only 12 12:41 20 20:28
H.H. and Hired Labor 14 ¢ 14:41 s  %5:28
Hired Labor only 0 0 1 1:28
No H.H. production and no i
" use of labor of any kind 15 15:41 "2 2:28

S

The decrease in the use of tgl;ed labor is probably the result
of emigration from Rawlins, the high cost of wages, and the shift from

large-scale production to small-scale.

¢~

-

A Rawlins farmer declares that now he "don't find men to
. . | .

work. They all leave the island or become apprentices; no one
wants to wérk the land." A complaint from another farmer is that

‘ .
the help "want money but they don't means to work".

)
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The means f«oy'measurlng%the amount of wcé( and the wagd that
a laborer receives is determined by the number of tagks performed.
There are two types of tasks. The work task is 50 rods long and
the farmer owns a 10 foot rod to measure the distance. The hired
man is paid $2.50 fstr this tasic, whfch consists of hoetng and fork-
ing the land. On good land, the ‘task may take only 1 1/4 hrs to

complete; on rocky land it may requlré up to 4 hours.
C 4

The time task is the amount of work done in 4 hours, that is
from 7 to 11 A.M., usually about 45 rods. The laborer is paid

from $2.50 to $3 plus breakfast of sugar-water and a $0.0§. bread.

TABLE 17

The Changing Task "’

1962 1971
Number of rods 40 to 45 40 to 45
Wages for men $1.25t0$1.50 $2.50 t0 $3.00
Breakfast of sugar-water and $0.01 bread $0.05 bread <

, A woman's wége is standard. She is paid $1.00-plus

breakfast, for weeding the land, and works from 7 to 11 A. M.

Although the wages for men have risen to the point where

-

one farmer exclaims that “it's extortionic®, women's waées have

remained static for a decade. It seems as Frucht suggested, that
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as mdre remittances enter tie household, fewer women sell their
~ .
labor. Moreover, as M.G. Smith notes (1956:295-312), this |
departure from selling their labor for pﬁrp;ses of we.éding.the land ’ _
is more a declaration c;f female freedom and, I suggest an indica- L
tion of increase in status. There are no women in Rawlins who weed
lar§d for a wage, although tl;ey weed their own land. Thus, any /
increase in female vu;ages would pr‘obab_ly fail to attract many
women irtlto that Sorm of labor,
. 7 - ~

When moéno-crop cultiva}tlon was lucrative, entire family
households took part in its plantlyg and harvesting., Traditionally,
the hoeing and forking of the land were undertaken by the men;

planting and weeding were done by the women., H®Westing was

the work.of men, women, and children.

This specific sexual division of labor no longer exists.,
-
Planting and weeding are duties done by all in the househ'old,
regardless of sex. The division of labor today is more deter‘mtned
by availability of labor than by sex or age. For Rawlins, where so

many of its people between the ages of 25.to 44 are off the island,

farming appears to be the work of the very young, the old, and

-

often, the women.
- - Q i IS )
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-
TABLE 18
Household Income and Household Culth'rauon; '
\
. - \
. Yearly Family Amount of Amount Amo of
House Remittances  Size Land of Time Wages
(Estimated) Cultivated on Land ,
$ 1 Acres hrs, s,
1 2,400 4 1/16 1/2
{ if rain
2 2,400 2 none
“ 3 1,200 3 , 11/2 400/yr.
, - if rain
4 1,200 5 1/16 if rain
5 r250 4 13/4 3 100/mo.
-6 240 5 1/2 ° 6
)
SR ~ 150 29 13/4 6. 175/,
8 - 100 4 1/4 , 6
\\ 9 100 2 1/4 1{Some welfare money \
‘as mate {is crippled)
/'10 60 8 1/8 1/2 '80/mo.
. if rain
11 60 7 31/4 8
~ 1
.12 50 ~ 2 -2 3/4 8- 10 oy
13 25 2 1/2 6
14 0 7 6 ’ -
-,
. - L . “,:;@



(3) Net input of labor surpasses qutput , \

Like his counterparts throughout the world, the‘Rawllns farmer
knows the value of his labor. If the amount of time and energy
exper;;ied in the cultivation of his land reaps an adequate or better
crop, including either enough to feed him or pay for his sustenance,

then his labor is worthwhile. If, on the other hand, his labor input

é

surpasses that which is produced, then hg ‘i's receiving less than

his labor is worth. Moreover, I propose that if a Rawlins resident

is in receipt of remittances, and/or wages from other-work, then

- INvERS €Ly
the amount of time and energy expended on his land ls‘propartlonal

‘to the amount of remittances and/or wag\es received by the house-

hold . ( \ ( ~=

Table 18 demonstrates that thosc; households which receive
a substantial amount in remittances yearly, do minimal cultivation
on the land. Also, as the amount in remittancels receiv;ed dimi-
nishes, the amount of work put into the land increases, except
v‘vhere wage wark constitute s' the x;laln source of family lncome_, s
in the case of househoids 5 and 10. Household 7 wlfh 29 members,-

is one single family unit of the mother, father/ their children, and

,Lfnmarried children's children. This fami rﬁcelves proportionally

‘bﬂttle in the form of remittances, and able family members cultivate

the land, or (in the case of 3 members) obtain wage work.
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Farming is no easy task, and market garden cultivation which
requires intensive care is no exception. The four households in
Rawlins that do cultivate market produce and groand provisions ;)n\\\
a large-sc‘ale spend from "sunrise to sunset" 6;1 the land. These
four households recelve no substantial support from remittances, |
which is in line with the proposition that outside income ai{ects
the amount of labor expended on héu‘sehold land. The amount of

time and energy spent on the land reaps few rewards, but if there

is no other income source, "what else to do". The Rawlins farmer

Yo

t

realizes that in a marginal economy like that of Nevis, there are

few alternatives aside from earning a living through farming.

Mr. L. is the most renowned of the Rawlins farmers; vigi-

ting agri,;ulturalists often inspect his outstanding variety of vege-

Jtables. Until 1968, Mr. L. grew sugar cane; since then he has
devoted his time and his land to harvesting some of the finest
garden produce on Nevis. On the 1/4 acre in Zetlands, which his
wife inherited, Mr. L. grows tomatoes, cabbage, caullﬂour,.chgrd,‘
vanivist (peas), cucumber, corn, maize, beans, carrots, egg plant,

paw-paw, éhrlstophene, green and red peppers, and three different-

types of lettuce (which in itself is unusual for Nevis).

Mr. L. worke the land from "sunrise to sunset”, that is from

6 A.M. until 6 or 7 P.M. during 6 % dayé of the week; part‘ of

~
‘3‘4



91

g *

Sund/ay is devoted to leisure. l;ecause his wife has a bad hip, she
is unable to help him’ "m the fieldsj When there is an abundance of
rain and "the land is plentiful”, Mr. L. hires ;young boy to help
riick the crops. The boy is paid $2 for 4 hours of work, but "sth)me-
times he gone and you don't see him". In the past, Mr. L. hired
up to 4 men to help him plant and pick, at $2.50 a task. Today,

due to emigration, and apprentice labor, Mr. L. "don't find men to

work ",

}n orﬁer\that it would be easier for him to water the land,
Mr. L. constructed a dirt reservoir. It is approximately 12 feet by 4 feet
by 4 feet, held fast by large rocks aroung the top. From the

reservoir, Mr. L. carries the water in a wheelbarrow to the ;any

-

\ Y
rows of vegetables. When there are periods of drought, however,
the water in the reservoir sinks into the parched earth. For this
reason, Mr. L. has begun to cement the reservoir, although its ,

completion is hindered by the high cost of cement. The corer,

p )

just finished, required three bags of cement at $3.50 a bag. His
brother, who owns a truck, takes thé cement up to Rawlins; then

Mr. L. loads the bags onto his donkey and leads the animal up to

the land. . v

. * ) t

-

Mr. L. must also buy manure which costs $14 a truckload,

.

Y .
(and which originates from the sheep in Bath Village in Charlestown,

4

J

-
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St. Paul parish). For pest and insect control, he buys 'Sevin® and’
borrows a spray can from an American. When that isn't available,
Mr. L. uses "the local”, that is, he mixes 'Sevin' in a pan with

water, takes a palm leaf and dips it in the pan, and then brushes

the plant.
P ¢

Mr. L.'s wife sells{\;e fruits and vegeta%es of their land
in the Charlestown market on Tuesday and Saturday mornings.
Depending on the quality and quantity of her goods and others in -

N

the Market, she may earn an average of $30 a week.

There is little doubt that Mr. L. is one of the hardest
working and most innovative farmérs on Nevis. But at 59, he is
one of the few hard core farmers left in Rawlins. Both he amd his
wife believe that young Nevisians no longer wish to work the N
land. "'rrgy all*want the fine things like new cars to drive around,
but won't work the land. They spend a dollar before they make one."
Although the time and éﬁergy expended on the land dées‘n t reap
actual monetary rewards, it does gtvé Mr. and Mrs. L. “;od ljj\\»

the belly and work when there is none",

Wage Labor

The alternative to farming for the Rawlins resident is wage

-~ A

‘labor, if obtainable. The types of jobs available can be divided

into three qategories, depending on the degree of skill and wage.

~
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The ﬂr\st category is the monthly saiaried posltloh and it
offers the most pay and permanence. Civil servants and teachers
comprise this category. The only household in Rawlins receivlr}g

" a monthly salary is that of the government water foreman. Although

he has been employed in that position for the last 17 years, he is
still hired on a monthly basis, and cor;sequently enjoirs no job
security. His duties require him to work seven days a week, and
his wage is $100 a month., Only once in h!s period of employment
has he received a raise tr; salary; it was presented in the lump

sum of $36Q, four years ago.

The second f£ategory is the weekly salaried position. This
includes shop clekks; foremen on government estates; and tech-
nically skilled labgrers such as electricians, telephone engineers,
and mechanics. In Rawlins, weekly wages are earned by a shop b
clerk in one household, and an electrician and telephone engineer

in another household. .

The third category is the jqob offering daily or task wages.

* This encompasses government emplo&ed agricultural and public
works laborers, as well as "apprentice " workers for stone masons
and carpenters, Domestic servants and tourist resort laborers
also fall into this oategoi'y, although wages vary considerably,

I 4 ,
since foreign employers tend to be more “generous” than their /

93

.
e w1

e

=
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Nevisian cbuﬂterparts: There are nine households which undertake
some type of lt;bor in this category. These positions are, for the
most part temporary, designed to employ the individual on an occa- '
sional basis only. “¥ive of the nine households in this categogy .
can be conslde'reﬁo be employed on a part-time basis; the other'

four "work when it come", T .

TABLE 19

Households Engaged in Wage Labor

Form of Labor ' No, of g.,g,' ) .

TN 1962 1971
. ’ .
Monthly - 1 1 1
‘Weekly . 4 2
Dalily (mainly pért-tlme) ' '13 9 =
“ cﬁ —————
TOTAL I8 12

Percentage of total
households in the ' . (
community 18:41 or 45.9% 12:28 or 42.9%

Within the last decade, only minimal change has taken

plage in the number of households engaged in wage labor. This

is hardly surprigsing since persons who acquire skills soon emigrate

to more lucrative empl

ospects, This is gonfirmed by the
figures in Table 19 which reveal that most wage WSK .oian

unskilled kind, that is, it is, pald on a datly basis.
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the job is unreliable as a viable mea;l;ﬂamuy support since it

constitutes occasional rather than re ar labor.

Land Tenure

Although opportunities for wage work are minimal, there is .
. Yol
always the land to fall back on. With the receipt of larger

remittances,'there are households that try to buy more land.

As st/ated previously, there are two ways in which land may

be owned,' either by way of inheritance or purch'ase . Inhérited

land can be of two types: One type {s that in which e; will has

been drawn up, for purposes of specifying what portion of land

will be given to which family members. The other type is land

inherited jointly by the heirs of the owner. This latter type ls.

known as "family"land. Since one of the heirs usua’lly’ lives on

the land while the others work the same land, quarrelsf and some- 4

times land litigation result. One Rawlins household is engaged

in a land battle that is being contested in the Court.

The other way in which land may be owned, through purchase, -

-

is referred to as buy land, It is more prestigious than inherited

land. It is becoming increasingly more difficult, however, to \
purchase land, since prices have soared due to the number of ) \

sales to foreign buyers and land speculators. n



, / S TABLE 20
/ ] Housespot Tenure
‘ i
‘ 1962
No, _Ratio
Bought 6  6:41°
Inherited 20 20:41
Rented 10 10:41
Other 5 5:41
Arrangement
e
Total 41
'

Few changes in hou se‘spot tenure have occurred in Rawlins

within the last decade. The number of purchased ho‘sespots has

declined, from 6/41 in 1962 to 3/28 in 1971. This chande can be
‘ »

96
~ 1971 , ~
No, Ratio : '
3 328
14, 14:28 '
9 9.28
2 2:28
28 :
/

attributed to the high cost of land, and the availability of former

suger cane fields for housespot rental.

In other words, the only

ine nsive land avallable to Nevisians on which to construct a

home, is the govejnment estate plots that are rented out.

The number of inherited housespots has changed from MI\

in 1962 to 14/28 in 1971. This is primarily the result of tfxe death

" of the occupant(s) and migration from Rawlins. .
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TABLE 21

hY
.

Households with Parcels of Land, besides Houisespot ‘

»

LA N

1962 - © 1971

/ ¢ . -

o No. Ratio No, Ratio
Total Number ' 31 31:41 21 21:28
H.}H . with rented Parcels 21 21:41 8 8:28
H.H. with owned Parcels 20 20:41 15 15:28
H.H. Inherited =" 9 9:20 13 13:15
H.H. Bought g8 7 8:20 1 1:15
H.H. Inherited & Bought 3 3:20° 1 1:15

*Total H.H. 4 .28

. N Lo [y
Table 21 {ndicates two significant’changes in land tenure
T A
W,

in Rawlins. ¢First, the number of rented parcels of land decreases

.

¢ - .
from 21/41 in 1962 t0 8/28 in 1972. This can be explained in f

terms of the demise of sugar cane cultivation on Nevis and in

AN

the Rawlins area. Formerly, farmers rented plots of land to plant

cane, but when St. Kitts stopped purchasing.cane from Nevis, there
(.

was no reason for the farmers to continue renting the laitxd.

’

The second change is the decline in buy land, thatis the

land purchased by Rawling residefits. Whereas in 1962 ,|8/20 own

P \
land which has been purchased, in'19)1, only 1/15 owns buy land,

*

This is because much of the buy land quoted for 1962 was actually

purchased(just before and after World War II. Within the last

-~

decade, mobst of those owners have passed away, ,and their des-

g:endants have inherited the land. Hence there is thé increase in

! »

Inherited land, from 9/41 tn 1962 to 13/28 tn 1971 -

-



. ‘ The actual decline in the purchase of land within the last
decade, can be attributed to the exorbitant land prices now the
norm on Nevis. Thirty years ago, when rr;OSt Rawlins reslden;s

y purchased land, one acre of cultivable land ¢ould be bought for
a maximum of $150. Today, 'one acre of land sells for a minimum

of $2,000 depending on its location, its view, and its proximity

to the .beach.

One Rawlins resident, a former farmer, earned an excep-
htlonal profit on a recent land sale to an American., In 1939,
Mr. N. purchased one acre of land in Fountain, Windward parish
N efor the price of $130. He bought the land from an American who '
haa acquiréd through purchase, a substant\ial portioh of land in
tl';e 1920s. When another American recetgt‘i; inquired about buying
- land, a mutual frlend‘ introduced the American to Mr. N. Within
| days, Mr. N. sold this piéce of land toche American for $5,000
" U.S. of nearly $10,000 B.W.I. Thus, within the span of thirty %
years, Mr. N. noted the value of his land rise from $139 to
" " \$10,000. Withtn this context it is no wonder that the Rawlins

resident is not as likely ag were his parents, to buy land. Whether

the buyer is local or not, the price of fand remains exorbitant.
v © ’ . N a“ ¢
- }ITO conclude, -the primary function of the land as a means

of production can change under the control of speculatorb and
S %

‘“.J"
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L3

buyers from the metropolitan countries. Although the land continues

-

to be exploited by these metropolitan interests, its primary function

changes from produging cash crops to produclnq cash. A
E t ‘. . .
When land becomes more yaluable as a commodity rather than
as a cash crop producer, the éxploitative relationship between the

ve

metropolitan owner and thee neo-colony remains the same. - What

changes is the role of the farmer. Within the context of the present
. . : ' X

remittance economy of Nevis, his function*is that™of producing food

crops for a small but constant {nternal market. Cash, available in
< M .

t

the form of remittances, *m'ay not provide the excessjve ameunts
paid by outside interests far land, but does p;ovide for essential ,
4 .
. +
foodstuffs. The immediate benefits from remittances, however, ,

~ ¢

. do not negate the two-fold exploitation of the Nevlslan, for both N
5 S
1y
shis labor in the metropolitan country and the land in his own
. N .

neo—colony.

»

il
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CHAPTER V -

SOCIAL RELATIONS IN RAWLINS *

- A : Hougehold Structure
Nevisian dependency on emigration for requisite remittances

has created important changes in the nature of the household .

For the Black Carib of Livingston Guatemala, Nancie -

Gonzalez writes that

-

the households in all their varieties may be
best understood in terms of the interrelationships
arising between adult men and women, which in
themselves seem to be dependent on the economic
situation... Throughout life the household type
of the Black Carib will be directly related to the
amount and source of cash income they can command \ y
- through labour if they are males and through males if
they are females (1969:83).

-

From this situation emerges a particular household type, the .
* consanguineal household, which "alleviates or compensates for
.the disruptive effects of ongoing changes in the economic system

(op:clt.:s)."

The consanguineal hqusehold serves as an acceptable alter- .
" native to the affinal one, until such time as the male achieves
economic, security either through economically viable employment

at home, or through savings acquired from migrant labor abroad.

-
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TABLE 22

Household Type in Rawlins

1962* 1971** 1971 %**
Type No. Ratio No. Ratio  No, Ratio
Consanguineal H.H. 9 9:41 10 10:28 14  14:28
(¢compriséd of one or more .
women plus children)
s
Affinal H.H. 16 16:41 13 13:28 9 9:28
Single male H.H. 12 1241 4 4:28 . 4 4:28
Miscellaneous 4 4:41 1 1:28 1 1:28
Total Households 41 2@ 28

~

* Data from field notes of Richard Frucht, based on census
carried out in November 1962.

** Data based on census carried out in July 1971,

*+* Data based on material collected in early September 1971.

Gonzalez stresses that the consanguineal Bousehold is

neither stable nor self-sustaining.
Rather it is always found as one of a geries

of forms, all of which are unstable and may readily

change from one to another (ibid:138).
This point is 1liustmted in Table 22. In the period between November
of 1962 and July of 1971, there apgears to be an increase of only o{te
consanguineal household. Yet from July of 1971 to September of
1971, there is an increase of 4 consanguineal households. This

serves to demonstrate the dynamic nature of the household type.

In other words, the household type may switch from a'fﬂx\\al to -
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consanguineal at any tlmex, if the economic security of the man
becomes uncertain. Thus over the period of a decade, a house-
hold with recurrent migrants may often switch from affinal to con-~
sanguln;al when the migrant( s) {etum and leave. At the time of
my stay. at least 4 of the affinal households were in such econo-
mic straits that the men were preparing to emigrate again, with
the result that these households were to change from affinal in
July to consanguineal by September. During my survey, two male
household heads left for the Virgin Islands, one for St. Maarten,
and one for Antigua. At the present time then, the number 'of con-
sanguineal households in Rawlins increased to 14/28; tl;e affinal

decreased to 9: 28.

(J
The other important change in household type in Rawlins is

the decrease in the number of single male households, which is

due to migration and death and will be explained more fully on

page 108,
Ty

Ax‘lother important change in the structure of the household
is the incn;ease in women as head of the household. The house-
hold head is “"that person whom the community as well as the house-~
hold members regard as th; head of the domestic group (M.G, Smith

1962b: 15)*, According to M.G. Smith;



domestic units based on cohabitation may have

female heads if the male partner is {11, incapacitated,

or otherwise dependent socially and economically on

women (op.gilt .:16). —

g

Among West Indian "folk" or lower class, the rule

is that the 'xﬁales head domestic groups based on

their cohabitation, while females head units based

solely on consanguine kinship (ibid:20).

Because the incidence of consanguineal households has
increased in Rawlins, the number of female headed households

-

would be expected to increase,

Whereas in 1962, the ratio of male to female heads was
nearly 3 to 1, in 1971 the ratio has equalized to 1 to 1. This

change is the result of a number of factors.

TABLE 23

Head of Household

1962 - 1971
Sex  No, of H.H. headg  Sex No, of H,H, heads
M 30 M 14
F 11 F 14
Ratio of approx. é: 1 Ratio of 1:1

One of the factors in the rise of female-headed households is
the higher mortality rate amongst men within the last decade., At
least 3 malég (2 of them single) and one female household head

died won the Christena disaster. Five female heads succeeded

103
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their mates who passed away. Three of these male household heads;
however, were involved in recurrent migration; consequently these
households changed from affinal to consanguineal each time the

male head migrated. At the time of Frucht's survey, 2 of these 3

-

men were off the island; thus these households were considered

onsanguineal and female-headed.
The figures on recurrent migration from Rawlins indicate that
more men than women leave on this basis. Some of these men are
” -
heads of established households, while others have fathered
children and leave with the intention of eventually returning and

establishing a houséhold-, once enough savings are earned.

]
]

On the other hand, none of the women involved in recurrent
migration headed households. Many of these women were young }
mothers, however, who left their children in the care of the

children's maternal grandmother.

v

It must be stressed that within the last decade, the household
;ype does not shift in only one direction. Affinal households change
to consanguineal when the male head leaves the island. Similarly,
consanguineal households reyert to affinal when husbgnds return
from jobs off the island. Beca.use a hou;eholfi was consanguineal

a decade ago does not necessarily mean that i has remained so. .
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For example, Mr. and Mrs. B. were married in 1957. Within
the year, Mr. B. mjgrated to El;gland. He worked as a laborer and
- returned to Rawlins in the mid }9608. Since then he worked as ay
‘carp‘enter, painter, or anything thaE "pays me what I'm worth™.

Most of his spare time was spent helping his wife and children

-
=

grow:foods crops. Mr. B. planned to leave the island as soon as

enough cash could be eagnéd for passage to "St. Maarten or the

Virgin Islands".

The majority of household heads in Rawlins are between tﬁe
ages of 45 and 65. While there are more women than men within
this age bmc;ket (see Tabie 1l1a, p. 67), there are more men over
’the age of 65. Two of these men are physically disabled or sénlle P
and their younger wives now assume recsponsibility for earning

the family income.

Further changes in the specific composition of the household «

are evident in Table 24. The number of 2 Alterpate Generationg,

that is households composed of grandmother and/or grandfather

s

and their grandchildren, has increased from 5/41 in 1962, to 8/28

in 1971. The incidence of Mmmg, that is mother

and/or father, their children, and their children's children has

decreased from 12/41 to 4/28. _
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TABLE 22 .~
HOUSBHOLD COMPOSITION IN RAWLINS ,

4[ o 1962 1971 1962 1571 1962 1971 1962 1971

# households # households # members ave.size household

. SINGLE GENENATION 13 8 31,7 28.6 16 11 1.23 1.38°
Single Person ;11 2 26.8 17.9 12 2 1.09 1.00
Male : 11 26.8 14,3 12 ‘ 1.09 1.00
Female 0 1 0.0 3.6 0 1 0.00 1.00
Mating Couple 2 3 4,8 10.7 L 6 2,00 2,00
.2 ADJACENT GENERATIONS 7 7 17.0 25.0 5% 47 5.85 6.71
Nuclear Family 5 6 - 12,1  21.4 34 42 6.80 7.00
Denuded 2 1 4,8 3.6 7 5 3.50 5,00
Mother & Child 2 1 4.8 3.6 7 5 3.50 5.00
Father & Child 0 o / o d.0 0 0 0.00  0.00

3 ADJACENT GENERATIONS 12 N 29.2 14,3 82 46 6.83 11.50* -
Mo,Fa,&Ch & Croh 7 2 17.0 7.1 55 36 7.85 18.00*

Mo,Ch & Groh B 5 2 12.1 7.1 27 10 5.40 5,00
Pa,Ch & Groh 0 0 00.0 0.0 0 0 0.00 0.00
2 ALTERNATE GENERATIONS 5 8 12.1 28.6 1 7 2 2.80 3,00
GrMo, GrFa & Groh 2 2 » 4.8 7.1 6 7 3.00 3.50
GrMo & Groh 2 6 4.8 21.4 5 17 2.50 2.83
GrPa & Groh 1 0 2.4 00.0 &13 0 3,00 0.00
MISCELLANEOUS 4 1 9.7 3.6 18 5 4, 50 5.00
TOTAL 41 28 99.7 100.1 171 133 4,17 4,75

o

*This figure must be discounted, as it is the result of
> ~ one family of 29 persons.

901
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These two changes are again related to emigration. Young

daughters, as they mature, give birth to illegitimate children.

The daughters eventually emigrate from Nevis but leave the childre;l
with their parents. In other words the children are cared for by their
maternal grandparen'( s). To illustrate this situation, four house-

holds are cited below.

Mrs. H. whose husband died recently, tends for her invalid
sister and her 9 year- old granddaughter. She has seven children
working in either England or United States, all of whom send
remlttan;:es. One of thgsg children, the mother of the granddaughter,
Is single and works as a nurse in Brooklyn, New York, Prior to her

departure five years ago, both she and her child resided in Rawlins

with the mother, Mrs. H. and the now deceased father, Mr, H.

Mrs. X., whose husband also died recently, lives with her
21 year old granddaughter and 20 year old grandson. Over the last

decade, her four children have emigrated to England and to St. Croix
Py

in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Their children, who remain with Mrs. X

are helped by remittances sent by the parents. Some of the remit-
tance money is being saved to purchase emigration tickets for

Mrs. X's grandchildren.

-

»

Mrs. C., whose husband is deceased, cares for four of the

seven children of her divorced daughter, The three othey children



live with the daughter who works as a domestic in St. Thomas, in
the U.S. Virgin Islands. A decade ago, Mrs. C. was the head of
a household consisting.of her daughter and her daughter's children.
.Subsequent marriage and divorce prompted her daughter t;) emigrate

to St. Croix, leaving the four !oungest children with Mrs. C.

Mr, and Mrs. J. shar'e their home with their two grand-
daughters, aged 7 and 8. The mother of the 8 year old grand-
daughter is married and lives with her husband and four children ‘
in St. '/I‘homas. Because she bore this child by another man, the |
motlrller left the daughter with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.

The mother of the 7 year old granddaughter is single an@ resides
in Tortola with her other daughter; prior to her emigration a few

years ago, she and her children lived with her parents, Mr.

and Mrs. J.

Another change in household composition is the decrease in
the incidence of single men’living alone in Rawlins. The number
of Single Generation male households has declined from 11/41 in - -

1962 to 4/28 in 1971.

i

Sugar cane production used to employ these men. Its demise
left few alternatives to the men but $o migrate or grow market
produce. Those who had neitherthe resources nor the inclination *

to migrate remained in Rawlins to grow food crops and "work on the

roads", Since that time, some of these men have died.

4
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: ]
l/ , The number of Single énerattgg mating couples has risen o

¢

from 2/41 in 1962 to 3/28 in 1971. This is probably the result
of the emigration of’the couple's children, the establishment of ) \

a household elsewhere on or off the island, and longer life expec-

-

tancy. The three couples in this category ar; elderly, and all.

_ haye children who have elt}xer ermtgrated from Nevis or who live

L Pd -~
~

" “further down the hijl". e

- -

' Within the 2 Adjacent Generation households, the number of
nuclear families has increased fron 5/41 in-1962 to 6/28 in 1971. . -

This is probably due to returning emigrants who saved enough to

Al

invest in a home and perhaps a trade on Nevis. If their economic
. security becomes thre,atenéd ; however ;-they ma'y again emigrate. |
This is illustrated in the following experience of the S. anc'an.

- .

£

households.

. v
LY [ ’
' » /

é'oth' Mr. and Mrs. S.worked in Curacao for ten years; They

returned ‘home to Rawlins in 1‘9,62, and bullt a house on Mrs. 5.'s

family land,. Mrs. S. bore two children; Mr. S. eventually left:

to look for employment in the Virgin Islands. He returned in 1965

AN

and bought: a Volkswagon bus fér‘ pufposés of hemploymg—hlmﬁself

>,
as a taxi driver. He wrecked the van in an acclident, :but purchased " -
. - \ ‘
another car, and continued to work as a taxl driver. Ag his savings )
. ) A -
went down, he decided to emigrate and in September he left for <.

. .
- - -

St. Maarten. * !

-
a
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" form is the grandmother and her grandc
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&

)
Another couple, Mr. and Mrs. K. emlg;ated to England.

i
A soft drink factory hired Mrs. K. and a beer factory acyoss the
gtreet hired her husband. Since,their children remained with
Mrs. K.!s mother, and were ¢ nstantiy "mj_ss\k)ehavlng ", the couple
eventually rétumed to Rawllnj With the money that had been
saved, Mr. and Mrs. K. and their children were able to li\.re in
a new hé;ne, while Mr, K. pursued his part’-ttme job as a painter.

Be‘cause he is not earning as much as he hoped, Mr., K. plans to

again emigrate.

" The mist common form of household gomposition in Rawlins
today is the nuclea;pfafq\uy, and the hou sehc?ld }onslsting of the
maternal 6rzindr;10the‘?>and her grandchildren. A decade ago, the
single male household was the most common. As I’ have explained,
these men, many of whom were former cane cutters, either remai-
ned t.n\Rawuns to grow food crops, or migrated. Those who
rémained were older men, and son;e of them have since died.

The next most common household a de}@de ago consisted of the

mothe‘r,' father, chlldren, and grandchildren.

-
The inerease in consanguineality in Rawlins is exemplified

in the present situation where the other mo]t common household

J Moreover, this would

‘tend to challenge M.G. Smith's (1362b:218) contention that colla-

teral kin are as important as the maternal gTrdﬁother. . .

w

n

°
)

N 4 ~
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The changes in both household type and composition are

understood 1n terms of economic and demqgraphic factors. The

o
-~

economic factors include the shift from cash ’crop production of
sugar cane to food cro;; production. Since the food crop produc-
tion is small-scale and is geared to an 1ntern;1 market, it does
not require the amount of labor necessary in large-scale produc-
tion geared to an external market. Fof/ the Rawlins resident, the L

»
major alternative to growing'food crops iIs migration.

Over the last decade, the majority of those who leave Rawlins
are termed recurrent migrants. That is, ‘they travel back and forth
from the island during their productive years, with the intention
of permanently remaining in Rawlins once they ha\}e enough, savings.

Their periodic absences can create a definite household type, the

" consanguineal household. Because a large number o/f women migrate,

however, the consanguineal household remains, but the core tends

+

to change from the mother and her chtld, to the ;q\eateml grand-

k]

mother and child.

" Another demographic facter which gives rise to consanguineal \
N 3
. !
households is the higher mortality rate amongst the men in Rawlins.
(This higher male martality rate is not confined to Rawlins, but to

the Western hemisphere in general (Otterbein 1965:69).) The inci~

-dence of consanguineality in Rawlins may not only)be the result
) {
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of recurrent migrant wage labor (itself a respense to Nevisian
economy), but it may also be the result of greater longevity amongst

g
women. -

Thus, with cerfaln additions, the Gonzalez consanguineality
ihoael may be applied to Raw ins. These additions include the
recurr;nt migration of men and women, and a sex_:——ratlo imbalance due
to \higher male mortality rate and earlier migration. Finally, the core .

of the consanguineal household for Gonzalez, is the mother and

her child, that is the mother-child dyad. This is not always the

~case for Rawlins, where instead the maternal grandmother and her

grandchild more likely form the core. This is due to.the number

of women involved in recurrent migration. Consequently, when

the incidence of female emigration increases, with both the mother

and father emigrating, the core of the consanguineal household can
l’ a

expect to change from the mother-child dyad to the grandmother-

grandc!uld “dyad".

There are no real changes in the average size of the hc;us‘eholds
in Rawlins over the last’ decade. The apparent increase in Table 24
of the 3 Adiacent Generationa, specifically those within the category
ofnmother, fﬁther, children, and grandchildren, must be discounted

as this high figure is the result of one family consisting of 29 members.

&
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B : n ti awl
The 29 member family cited above, constitutes one of the 7/
most unique and interesting households in Rawlins. Mr, F. is
65, his wife is 63 and both were born in Rawlins, and married in
1952, Living with them are their unmarried children, and their
offspring. Also residing with them are the children and grand-
children of a daughter of a former ’consensual union by Mrs. F.
(The daughter has since divorced, emigrated to England, and
re-married). Thus, there are four generations living in one house-
hold. Since no éxtended relatives and no mates -of the children

reside here, this is not an extended family.

The housespot which ag:commodates}the family is a 2} acre,
partially forested piece of land, that is rented for $25 a year and

is owned by the cousin of Mrs. F.

Five small shacks located within yards of each other sit on
the housespot. The largest dwelling is a double 6 yard by 12 yard
stf:ugture. Supported ron stone nogs, the house is constructed of
unpainted rotted wood, with a galvanize roof. The house consists
of three bedrooms, inside of which are a total of S beds. These
three rooms sleep 24 people, including all the young children, and
_ their mothers. Attached to the house is a drop shed,'_where Mrs. F.
and her daughters cook for the entire family, either on a coal pot,

or on the wood hearth outside.

(-3
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The other four buildings are much smaller than the main
dwelling, and apart from the one room shack where food is stored,

they lodge the five "grown" male children.

The F. household makes most of its money through the sale
of market fruits and vegetables, Mr, F. rises at 5 A,M. to hoe

and plant in the land; the elder sons fork the )land and the younger

. children weed the crops.

For the past 23 years, Mr. F.'s income has been supple-
mented by wages earned at his job as a butcher, On Friday eve-

ning he butchers the livestock of a local entrepreneur and on

*Saturday morning sells the meat in the Gingerland market. Between

/

1956 and 1966, Mr, F. also worked on thé government road projects,
eaming $3a day. Then "they stop me off, and I don't work from

that". ¢

Some household income is received through the wages of the
three eldest sons. A. installs telephone lines and gives his
father $1 every Friday. S. works in the electricity department
of Public Works, and gives his father $2 every Friday for ciga-

rettes. The other son is an apprentice mason and eams only $10

1 )
a month, and *he gives when he can”,

Mrs. F. sells the fruits and vegetables grown on their land

in the Charlestown market on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.

[
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A

A minimum of $15 a week is earned; the transportation costs.are $3

per week; and the rent for the government stall is $0.04 per week.

A small amount in remittances is received each year from
Mrs. F.'s daughter in England. She manages to give at least
$100, as well as presents at Christmas., A son who also emigrated
to England is unable to send remittances as he i3 married with three
children. Another son recently emigrated to St. Maarten to work as
a laborer, and is unable to send money at this time. Before migra-
tion, he apprenticed in the electricity department of the Public

Works and gave Mr, F. $2 a week.

With the exception of those members mentioned, the only
other family person to have emigrated is Mr. F. himself. In 1927,
he left for Curacao to work in the oil refinery. He returned in
1929, but in 1935 emigrated with a cousin to Santo Domingo,
capital of the Dominican Republic, to cut sugar cane, Within
the year, he returned alone. Mr, F. clau'néd that he was paid

the same wage for cutting cane as he would have earned on Nevis,

His real purpose, however, was "to go there and see the country”.

*It cost plenty money" to feed the family of 29 people.
For one meal, Mr. F. must purchase 5 pounds of corn meal
(feunji) that costs $0.22 per pound. Since the family eats corn

meal at least twice a day, the total cost is $2.20. The daily
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consumption of fish is 4 pounds, which at $0.60 per pound costs
$2.40. A quart of sweet oil which sells at $0.25, and 1/4 pound
of grease or butter which costs at least $0,25 are also consumed
daily. There are fruits and vegetables from the land, eggs from
the chickens, and some meat from his butcher's job that cost the
household little cash. There is also occasional milk from the cow.
The minimum daily cost for food, however, is $5.00. Rarely does
the amount of money entering the household surpass or even equa-
lize the cost of living but Mr; F. does not complain for "when you

done, you Mave to be satisfied".

With very little cash available in the form of remittances
or wages to purchase anything but essential foodstuffs, the F.

>
household has accumulated few material accounterments. Indeed

the only "luxury" item in the house is a small transistor radio,
purchaged a year ago. The harsh life that the F. family lead is
similar to that of other households receiving little or no remittances,

and is a definite contrast to that of the wealthier Rawlins residents,

who recelve substantial remittance support.

Mr. H., whose husband is recently deceased, lives with
her crippled sister and granddaughter in one of the most materially
complete homes in Rawlins. Solely dependent on the.remittances

sent by her seven children, Mrs., H. probably receives a minimum

Al
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of $2,400 per year. . "The children write every month even if they
can't send money"., As Mrs. H. careg for her sister, she is unable
to work any of the 23 acres of family land. Although she is the
only resident in Rawlins who is able to afford a maid on a perma-
nent basis, Mrs. H. is seldom able to establish the necessary
rapport for maintaining hired help longer than a few months. Mate-

rial conditions in the H. household have improved significantly

within the last decade.

The house itself displays two new additions, increasing the
total number of rooms tE) seven, excluding the separate building
for cooking and eating. Recéntly painted, the house is constructed
of v:rood, with galvanized roofing. The older portion of the house
is supported on stone nogs, while the newer addlthns are on

A

cement slabs. There are four béddrooms, each with double beds.
In the recently painted sitting room rests a $1,200 piano, the gift
of one of the daughters. There is a bathroom with indoor plumbing

, /

located to the gide of the bedrooms,

The material opulence of Mrs. H.'s home reflects her
increased receipt of remittances. Within the last decade, Mrs. H.

has reached a standard of living that many Rawlins residents only

dream about; she 18 also one of the few elite that can claim:

"l am content with my lo't\'.
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Ther;a‘,are three other households that receivé over $1,200
annually in remittances ar;d their material way of life reflects this
prospei‘lty. Although their life style is considerably improved over
the last decade, that does not necessarily indicate their approval
for present living co}q‘lﬂlons in Rawlins or Nevis today. This is
esgpecially the case for those former emigrants who may have expe-

t
rienced material comforts unobtainable on Nevis.

i

For ten years, Mr. and Mrs. S. worked in Curacao. Mr. S.
had been employed by Shell Oil Company and had earned over
$3,000 U.S. annually; Mrs. S. had waked as a domestig servant.
Although they were discriminated against, as evinced in the local
cries of "go home Englis®, Mr. and Mrs. S. contend that they
were not ;ietert'ed, and instead reminisce favorably on their life

ra

there. . +

In Curacao we was in heaven, not in hell,
We were used to living a certain style in Curacao
and so now it is getting hard for us, We don't
like to be without.

Those who really are "without” are the households that ‘
receive no remittances or wages. Mrs’, A’: is a widow m such a
predicament. Her sole fgrm of support is "the vegetable I just - T
plant up¥, as well as some food from her daughter next door.

With the help of friends of her late husband, she moved down

- -
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from her mountain housespot to a rented one in Hard Times, to be
beside her daughter. Mrs. A, is never certain whether she will

‘have the necessary money "to get by". "When people come look
for food, I sell vegetables and get a little money. Sometimes the

price up and sometimes down, "

The home of Mrs. A. reflects her financial uncertainties.
Supported on stone nogs, the house is a small one-room strucktute,
constructed of rotting wood, and galvanized roofing. The room,
which is the bedroom for Mrs. A. and her daughter's two young
children, consists of a single bed, a chair, and a small radio.
Within the last decade, living conditions have not improved for
Mrs. A. "Here on Nevis thingg come to me worse and worse;

’

things so dear and no money to buy. "

The opulence of Mrs. H. and the poverty of Mrs. A. and
Mrs. F.. reflect extremes in the material life styles of Rawlins
households. The increase in the recelpt of remittances, however,
enables most households to acquire some material goods, in order

to improve both tﬁelr home and their general living conditions.

TABME 25
House Structure in Rawlins
House . Glass Number of
Support Roof ) Paint Windows __Rooms .
Stone 318 Wood : 11 Mone:14 Yes: 10+°1-3 : 13
Cement: 1 Galvanize: 12 8ome ;: 7 No : 18 4~5 : 6
Both ¢+ 9 Both :+ S Becent: 7 \ i . 6-7 : 9
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)
3 : TABLE 26
Consumption Preferences in Rawlins
tem No. of H.H. with one(or more) ~
Bed 28
Clock 25
Radio 23 y
Stove (Gas) - 5 L
Stove (Kerosene) ’ 14

Refrigerator (Electric)
Refrigerator (Kerosene)
‘Water cistern or tap
Indoor Plumbing

> Oy L

There is no concrete date available for a'decade ago so that
a comparison can be made to determlpe the differences in material
accumulation. It would appear, however, that most home impro-
vements h‘ave been made'within the last five years, 'and the more

expensive material accouterments have also been acquired within

that five year period.

TABLE 27

Living Conditions in Rawlins in 1971

Since 1362 H.H. receiving remittances
No, % Neo, %
Improved 18 64.3 15 83.3
Same 7 25.0 4 57.1
Worse 3 10.7 - 1 33.3
Total 28 20 '
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When considering the living conditions existent in Rawlins a
decade ago, with those of today, Table 27 indicates that 64 .3% of
th;a households are living in materially improved conditions; 83.3% of
those households are receliving remlttar;ces. Living conditions can
be considered relatively the same for 25% of the households in
Rawlins; 57.1% of those households are recelving remittances.
Finally, living conditions can be considered worse for 10.7% oé the
households; one of those households is receiving a small amount in
remittances. In conclusion, it seems that for Rawlins the material
life style of the household‘can be interpreted as a reflection of the

receipt of remittances.

C : Co-operation and Conflict in Rawlins

As emigration has altered the structure of the household in
Rawlins, so too has it inhibited sociality within the community.
The receipt of remittances by many families in Rawlins has given
rise to the privatlzatlon of wealth, Remittance money is used not
for productlye or social purposes but raq;er for consumptive pur-
poses; As the economy of Ra'wlins changes from one based’ on
crops to one based on remittances, it seems that the larger the
amount of mmtttancé s coming into the household, the greater the
amount of material consumption. The result is the protection of‘
things in the household and the subtle or overt mistrust of many

who enter the household. Discussed below are three different

-
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households whose material-affluence, maintained b& remittances,
increases the possibility of theft and thereby preventi*them from
leaving the home unattended. \ B

\ - . ° ’
/5 Mrs. H., cited previously, seldom ventures from her home,

since that would leave it "u'nprotected" . Althou:;h she hz;é enough
money, Mx"s. 'Hg 1s unable to ke'ep domestic help beca;xsg "they look
for too much", Tl‘;us the protection of her house and its contents
prevents Mrs, H. from attending social functions and rellgloi.ts

services. ' / P

N~

Mrs. G. receives over $1,200 in remittances an"nually, as
well as the wages of her grandchildren living with her. H?r
recently painted home, with élass andowsand pc'illshed woodeg
floors, reflects hér material standuig within the community ag do .
her household appliances and furnitire, .Although Mrs. G. may.
be working in tbe_ }and oﬁly' yards away from the hou se, the cioors

and windows of the home remain locked. Mrs. G. {s not an idle -

woman and continues to grow vegetables and sell them in the

. Charlestown market . She also takes advantage of her ov}mershtp

of a refrigerator by selling ice to the netghbors for $0.05 an ice

~

tray. Mrs. G. seldom recelves neighbors. in the house, and conver-

- ”

sations are usually conducted outside. Either ‘Mrs. G. or one of

the grandchildren is at home at all tlmes.e
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Mr, and Mrs. W, receive over $.1,5.00 in remittances. and
wages annually. Their six-room house i{s well furnished, and -
includes a refrigerator that is always locked, and a stove.: Friendly

with very few people, Mrs. W. leaves the house only when Mr. W.

is able, to tend it. Seldom do they@quent social or religious

{

events,

%
Within the decade, the incidence of ¢o~opefating work groups

I’ ol
in the community has declined. Men no longer assemble to cut
the cane and, due to emigration, men are no longer available to

formlwork groups; this leads to the breakdown of viable vyork rela-

tionships within ti# community. Members of former work groups

may assemble at a social function or a rum shop to reminisce dbout .

the past, or complain about the present, but, in the words of a
former cane cutter, no longer do they "hold together to change

life". Although other househqlds were in need there was only one

instance of a co-operating work group during my stay in the coxgmu—

nity; this was the transferral of the house of Mrs. A., an elderly

widow, to her daughter's housespot in Ha‘rd Times. Other depressed

households were unable to organize assistance, without cash, <

In conclusion, the recent mistrust between Rawlins residents,
and the decline in co-opérating work groups is the result of emi-

gration, and a change to a remittance economy. The former eco-
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nomy, based on agriculture, necessitaied' the pooling of human
resources, and resu}ted in a much stx:onger solldar/ltz within the
community. The present remittance economy requires no communal
cmopeﬁtlon, since profits are obtained through private rather than
group effort, This glves rise to the privatization of wealth mani-
fested\ in the protection of material good?, creating a mistrust
between village residents. This mistrust, especially on the p'art
of the more affluent residents;’ leads to less social interaction,

In other words, the social life of the household is hindered by

eéonomic mobility.
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CHAPTER VI

=4

) CONCLUSION

The central pecvs of this thesis has been household produc-
tion and composition in the village of Rawlins, Nevis. We have
been concemed with two major issues, the: applicability of th
Gorizalez con§angumea11ty model for understanélnq cha
R!av;rlms; and the degree of agricultural pg\oductlvity in Nevis
generally, and in Rawling specifically. ‘Data collected by Frucht
u} 1962 was compared with present data collected between May

%S
and September 1971.

’
o

Two major findings emerge. First, with certain additions

. 3

the Gonzalez consanguineality model is useful for interpreting

éhanqg in housepold sjructure in Rawlins. The Gonzalez model ,
attempts to explain the existence of a particular household pheno-
menon bx, analyzing those conditions which give rise to its presence

and persistence. These conditions are: recurrent migration result- ‘
J
9ng in an imbalanced sex-ratio of more women than men; and a N

4
"neoteric” status. '
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This thesis reveals that for Rawlins there is recurgvnt migra-
tion of men and women. There is also an imbalanced sex-ratio of
women over men, which appears to be more the result of greater
longevity amongst women, and earlier male migration. The con-

sanguineal household forms in Rawlins, but the core tends to

change from the mother-child dyad, to the matemal grandmother-

grandchild "dyqd ",

Thus, the Gonzalez consanguineality model forms the basis
within which an analysis of household s:ructure in Rawlins can be
made. By utilizing the Rawlins data, the Gonzalez thesis, with
certain additions, becomes a more workable model. It is here
suggested that a demographic sex-ratio imbalance of more women
than men plus recurrent migration of both men and women in a neo-

colonial society, can give rise to the consanguineal household

* with a core composéd of the maternal grandmother and her grand-

child.

The other finding is.that there is agricultural production
specifically in Ra\:vlins, contrary to Frucht's prediction. This .
production is limited primarily to small~scale fogdstuffs geared
ti) an internal market. A decade ago, agricultural activity ceh;red
on the ‘large-scale produétl:m of cash crops designed for al;
external m&ke;. Production today focuses on small-scale culti-

v&tlon of fruits and vegetables for the home and internal market.

o 4
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Since the household is receiving more remittances, it can
afford to spend less time on the land. From this situation I offer
the hypothesis that the amount of labor put into the hougehold land
is inversely proportional to the amount of ogtside income entering

the household in the form of wages and remittances.

The present economy of Nevis relies heavily on remuneration
from remittances at the appa;ent expense of large—scale agricultu-
ral endeavors. Cash crop production of sugar cane and cotton are,
at present, insignificant to' the island's economﬁ. Although the

number of market garden producers are increasing the actual size

of holdings under cultivation are declining. More important, the

cultivators are middle-aged or older.

\

This thesis illustrates how the dissolution of a cash crop
market and.the existence of alternative, if distant, markets for
wage labor lead to recurrent migration, which in turn effect changes
in household composition. These changes in household composi-

tion result in the loss of the most productive members, leaving the

very young and the old to provide for themselves, where the

remittances sent by emigrant relatives is not sufficient, Subsis-

tence cultivation of root crops and market gardening for a small,
but constant internal market, provide the supplementary -~ and in

some cases the only - means of existence., Thus, agricultural

»
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L .
production exists, albeit limited by the availability of remittances,
and the disabilities of age. The situation perpetuates itself to the
extent that overall economic planning is absent, and as the youth

enter their productive years, local opportunities are non-existent, .

and the migration-remittance syndrome continues, (see Figure 2).

FIGURE 2 °
14
Industrial X/
Metropolis . / \
. Vi
/ \
Colonial Decline in Demand for Labor
Hinterland Cash crop Market
4' Mlgratlon—R.emlttances
|
Poor Agricultural -,
Techniques Sex-ratio Imbalance

roi Change in iiousehol
Low Productivity ¢=———— Composition

The conclusions reached in this thesis necessitate a re-eva-
luation of the future of agriculture on the island. Why are young
Nevisians not farming? Hard work, low pay, and low status seem
to be the obvious factors. The amount of physical labor put into
the land is not worth the low returngs., The I’ow:retums, including
low pay, are usually equated with low status. Some say that the
amount of physical iabor is associated with slavery, and fpr this

reason they find farming disagreeable,
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The government agricultural officers on the island, however,
enjoy both high pay and high status. If the benefits of higher wages
v
and status are extended to all involved in agricultural endeavors,

perhaps farming rather than migration could attract the youth.

There are other failings with agriculture on Nevis. As this
thesis shows, government agricultural schemes fail, often prior
to their implementation. Lack of adequate government direction

or instruction to the farmer are reasons for their failure.
I

In short, the present position of agriculture on vis is
subject for concern, not only for the people of Nevts in particu-
lar, but for West Indians in general. As explained previously,
Nevis is, for all intents and purp‘oses, a colony of St. Kitts,
where the government agricultural departmel:nt is housed. Since
the St. Kitts economy is dependent on sugar cane plantation pro-
duction, the problems inherent in the declining peasant producti-
vity on Nevis become secondary to those brought on by the decli-
| nl;;g plantation productivity on St. Kitts. Indeed, this primary
concern with plantation agriculture on the part of many West Indian
governments is the impediment to improved peasant production.
According to George Beckf,ord,

the development of the peasantry in the West

Indies is circumscribed by the existenoe of the
plantation system. In spite of considerable changes
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in the social, economic and political order, the
problems of the peasant development remain
inextricably bound up in a framework of institu-
tional relations not far different from that which
existed during the slave plantation period (1972b:47).

These institutional relations in the West Indies provide gua-

- /

ranteed markets and prices for cash crop production, including
higher wages for the cash crop producer than the market garden
~cultivator. Market produce must also compete with foodstuffs
imported from the metropolitan countr‘les. These import foods,
+however, enjoy the prestige attached to most material goods from

the metropolis.

The competition with cash crops and import foods deter
the peasant from producing food crops for the local market.) Cash
crop production also involves fewer agronomic risks.

Long association with large-scale growing of
the crop has led to the establishment of research
facilities which have enabled the development of
suitable varieties even for narrow ecological condi-
tions. Pests and disease problems are also under
control, Because of the long traditions of sugar-
cane growing and research, a body of knowledge is
now available which has improved cultivation and
management (B. and L. Persaud 1968:359).

Deterrants to agricultural diversification are not only eco-

*

nomic. L. Braithwaite writes that

the cultural inh€ritance. .. together with the
contemporary situation has helped to produce a bias
against agriculture. The peasant cultivator never
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developed an independent cultural life of his own,

His psychology has, to a large extent, been in-

fluenced by the rural proletariat, and as so much ]
of small farming has gone into the export crops,

the rivalry with the plantation has helped to

reinforce this outlook (1968:271).

Brdithwaite believes that the absence of a peasant cultural
\
environmént results in misunderstandings between agricultural

extension lofficers, embarked on a career in an urban environment,

(é\ ~
and peasanf cyltivators, whose problems extension officers are

unable understand. Agricultural development plans seldom
i‘/
include opinions from the small farmer. They are conceived by

government officers whose orientations are theoretical, but whose
practical understanding of the needs and goals of the small farmer,
the peasant, seem to be lacking.

There is a failure in communication because
farmers see the extension workers, social workers,
and government officers as a whole as having indi-
vidual goals of their own; and are not convinced that
the messages actually communicated are motivated
entirely by goodwill and understanding.

Much of the failure of extension work springs
from the failure of the worker to understand the
economic problems of the small farmer, or to appre-
ciate the limited range of his experience (Braithwaite
op.cit.:274).

Another deterrent to the success of agricultural schemes is
the class stratification of the soclety. This engenders a mistrust
between the lower class small farmer and the middle or upper

class agricultural planner.
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Social class differences in West Indian

society are so sharp that suspicion is almost

inevitable. It is this suspicion symbolized by

cultural differences that makes communication

of new ideas difficult (ibid).

To summarize, the present trend in agriculture in the larger
West Indian islands is "the plantation system of resource organi-
zation (Beckford 1968:235)", which involves a concentration in
cash crop productlon.‘ Esta\bllshed institutional relations continue
to make provisions for this concentration, in spite of fluctuating
world markets. In these larger islands, food crop production must

compete not only with cash crops for resource allocation, but also

with import foods, preferred for their metropolitan origin.

In the small West Indian island of Neyis, we see that theré
is no competition with cash crop plantation production. There is
competition, however, with the metropolitan centres for the island's
labor. -Migration is endemtctﬁ‘NevIsIa:i soclety. ‘This léave; an' »

insufficient supply of labor for large-scale agricultural endeavors.

In conclusion, schemes for agricultural development including
agricultural diversification, seem more likely to be unsuccessful in
Nevis in particular, and in the West Indies in general. Impediments
to their implementation are: lack of communication and understanding
between government agricultural p.ersonnel and small farmers; lack

of technical expertise; lagk of guaranteed labor; low wagab; rigid
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class structure and class mistrust; and lack of resources, including

land, capital and machinery.

The suc:cess of‘ agricultural development programs is depen- )
dent on other social, economic, and political factors. The inno-
vators of development schemes originate from the upper echelons
of sharply stratified West Indian society. They control fhe eco-
nomic and political power in tl?ese island societies. They are domi-

nated, however, by economic and political forces outside the

West Indies. The metropwlitan countries of Great Britain, United
States, and Canada control huch of the economic resources in these
islands; and dominate , with other western nations, the world

market situation %e G. Beckford 1972a; Best 1968; Jalee 1968,

1969; A.G. Frank 1970).*

A reorganization of West Indian society where wealth and power
is évenly distributed is necessary. The barriers to class equality
must be broken. These transformations are not likely to occur un- ‘

less old ideas, including a plantation mentality, are discarded in

~ " .
- N g~

favor of a new ideology that:
‘ 1) mobilizes national.consciousness about e
what is wrong with the present system of social <
and economic organization and what can be done ’
t8 comrect the resulting injustices; "

-

- * The political influence of the metropolitan powers in the West et
Indies is well documented in the 1964 defeat of Cheddi Jagan in
Guyana through the intervention of American intelligence fowu .
(see Jagan 1966; Reno 1964; and Schlzstngar 1965).
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2) heightens this consclousness and wins
commitment for making the change;

3) translates the commitment won into
action (Beckford 1972a:230).
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APPENDIX 1
Notes on Government Estates - Nevis
\ a
Low Ground Egtate: Purchased in 1951, App'roxtmateiy 493 acres

of which approximately 248 acres are’ on lease purchase, the
balance in scrub or unimproved pasture, .

Hamiiton Estate: Approximately 580 acres purchased in 1933,

433 acres approximately on lease purchase and annual rental,
the balance in forest and scrub,

Progpect Estate: Purchased in 1940. Approximately 236 acres.
135 acres on annual rental, 16 acres used by the Department for
nurgery work, the balance in scrub or unimproved pasture.

Hardtimeg Estate: Purchased in 1939. Approximately 192 acres
of which 135 acres on annual rental and approximately 57 acres
in forest.

Fothergills Egtate; Purchased in 1955. Approximately 228 acres
of which approximately 17 acres on annual rental , 15 acres in

departmental use, 196 acres in scrub and unimproved pasture,

h ]

New River and The Valley; Purchased in 1938 and 1944 respec-
tively. Approximately 790 acres of which approximately 200 acres

on annual rental, 100 acres on improved pasture (communal grazing)
the balance in forest and scrub.

i

Indlag Castle: Purchased in 1959. Approximately 470 acres of

in scrub, The improved pasture is used for two herds of cattle,
a mixed Senepol/Zebu.herd of 93 and a pure Zebu herd of 91 ori~
ginally purchased from Jamaica in 1963, (16 heifers and 2 bulls).

»

Eden Brown Estate: Purchased in 1956. Approximately 303 acres of
which approximately 50 acres on annual rental; the balance in aomh

and unimproved pasture. -
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Dos D'an Egtate: Purchased in 1945. "Approxtmately 193 acres are
in forest. This estate is high above the Valley and New River and
is almost too steep a slope for cultivation.

Maddens Esgtate: Purchased in 1945. Approximately 1024 acres of
which approximately 112 acres are on annual rental, 400 acres in
improved and partially improved pasture. The 400 acres are carry-
ing head of Senepol cattle originally purchased from St. Croix.

Potwork Estate: Purchased in 1955. Approximately 179 acres of
which approximately 76 acres are used by the Department for vege-
table crops, cotton and sugar cane, 103 acres' in unimproved
pasture and scrub.

/

Nisbett Estate; Purchased in 1942, 159 acres of which approxima-

tely 90 acres are on annual rental and the balance unimproved
pasture. °

Q_gggg_ﬂ_ay_ﬁ_é_tg;g; Purchased in 1939. Approximately 184 acres.
Approximately 112 acres arable and the balance in scrub or unim-
proved, The arable portion was on annual rental to farmers until
1951 when it operated commercially to cotton and sugar cane by
Government. Quite recently it has been rented to the Nevis
Farmers Co-operative Society for farming to crops and livestock.

o

Spring Hill Estate; Purchased in 1939, Approximately 97 acres.
Area was originally on a rental to farmers but at present approxi-
mately 45 acres is under improved pasture and fenced and is
carrying a small Senepol herd of cattle, The balance is under
scrub.

Information courtesy of Mr, Evan Nisbett, Acting Agricultural
Officer, Nevis, l\‘/\[ay-September 1971.

’
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GOVERNMENT NON-ESTABLISHMENT WORKERS WAGE RATES

Latedorles ' 1968

Female Labor (including domestic)..... .32
Male Labor ..cc.ecvenvnnnsneercasnss .42
WatCh Ma3N . cvevveversanccsaaesonses 42
Gangers (Grade B). . v.vevervveneereee .46
IMPraveLg..cveveevocincercncrcesaes .46
Gangers (Grade A). ... ........ ceecees .49
Plumbers (Grade C)ev.vvevveeseeaness .50
Telephone Linesmen (unskilled)....... .50
Painters (Grade C) +...cvevevevennnes L51
Chauffeurs......ccvvieeeeconncocens .52

‘RollerDrtvets...-'Octo-ccooooiolooo 152

Telephone Linesmen (in training)...... .54
Painters (Grdde B) ....... .55
Plumbers (Grade B) . ...ccvveenrennnns .55
Drane Drivers (Grade Bl............cc. .85
Plumbers (Grade A, uncertificated) .... .58
Painters (Grade A). . c.vvveveecrecsose .58

Telephone Linesmen.....ccecceevsencee .58

Carpenters (Grade C, uncertificated).. .59
Masons (Grade C, uncertificated)..... .59
Plumbers (Grade A, certificated)...... .71

' .Carpenters (Grade B, certificated)..... .71

Masons (Grade B, certificated)....... .71

" Foremen Carpenter ......coeeecveeeee 99

Carpenters (Grade A, certificated)..... .83
Masons (Grade A, certificated) ....... .83
Forefnan Ma8SON..ccsecevcavoesovssass .99

-

Source; Government Digest of Statistics , Number 5, 1970.

B.W.I. Dollars per Hour

1969 1970
.35 .35
.45 .45
.45 .45
.49 .49
.49 -.49
.52 .52
.53 .53
.53 .53
.54 .54
.55 .55
.55 .55
.57 .57
.58 .58
.58 .58
.58 .58
.61 .61
.61 .61
.61 .61
.62 .61
.62 .62
.74 .74
.74 .74
.74 .74

1,02  1.02
.86 .86
.86 .86

1,02  1.02




.

139

N ) BIBLIOGRAPHY }

. Ayearst, Morley

1960 The British West Indies: The Search for Self Govern-
ment. New York, New York University Press.

Beckford, George L.
1968 An Appropriate.Theoretical Framework for Agricultural.
Planning. Social and Economic Studies 17:3:233-242.

1972a Perisistant Poverty. New York, Oxford University
Press. ,

1972b Aspects of the Present Conflict Between the Planta-
’ tion and the Peasantry in the West Indies Caribbean
Quarterly 18:1:47-58. .

Best, Lloyd !
1967 Independent Thought and Caribbean Freedom. New
World Quarterly, Cropover 3:4:13-34,

i
1

Braithwaite, L.E. .
1968 Social and Pouticaf Aspects of Rural Development.
" Socia} and Econom,c Studies 17:3:264-275,

o
——

Burdon, Katherine J. .
1920 A Handbook of St. Kitts-Nevis. Prepared for the
West India Committee. London, H.M.S.0.

Clarke, Edith b
1957 My Mother Who Fathered Me, London, Allan and
Unwin, ’




140,

N
. ]
Cumper, George E. .
1954 A Modern Jamaican Sugar Estate. Social and Econo-
mic Studies 3:119-160.

1958 The Jamaican Family: Village and Estate. Social ‘
Economic Studies 7:76-108.

1961 Household and Occupation in Barbados. Social and
Economic Studies 10:386-419, ’

o

'

Crane, Julia C. \
197} Educated to Emigrate. N.V. Assen, The Netherlands,
Van Gorcum and Company.

A

Davy, John '
- 1854 The West Indies Before and Since Slave Emancipation.
1971 London, Frank Carr and Company.

inkel, Herman \ -
1962 Report on Agricultural Development in Dominica,
St. Kitts, Nevis, and St. Lucia. K Jamaica, Univer-
sity of the West Indies, Institute of Social and
Economic Research.

r- . . ]
Capitalism and Underdevelopment in Latin America.
New York, Monthly Review Press.

1970  Latin America : Underdevelopment or Revolution.
New York, Monthly Reyiew Press.

Y

>

Frazier, E. Franklin .
_ 1948 The Negro Family in the United States. New York,
Knopf. o

Frucht, Richard .
1966 Community and Context in a Colonial Society.
Ph.D Dissertation. Brandeis University.
1967 Caribbean Soclal Type: Neither Peasant nor
. Proletarian. Social and Economic Studies 16:3:
- 295-300. .



. 141

X{ 1968 Emigration, Remittances and Social Change.
¢ » Anthropologica 10:2:193-208.

Gonzalez, Nancie L.
1965 The Consanguineal Household and Matrifocality.
American Anthropologist 67:1541-49,

1969 Black Carib Household Structure. Seattle,
/’ University of Washington Press.

1970 The Neoteric Society. Comparative Studies in 2
Society and History 12:1:1-13.

S—
Gough, Kathleen .
1952 A Comparison of Incest Prohibitions and Rules of
Exogamy in Three Matrilineal Groups of the Malabar
Coast. International Archives of Fthnography 46:81-105.
1959 Nayars and the Definition of Marriage. Journal of
)‘ s the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain
and Ireland 89:23-34.
Govelia, Elsa -
1965 Slave Society in the British Leeward Islands at the
end of the Eighteenth Century. New Haven, Yale
University Press, )
Y
Great Britain
1970 Report of the Commission of Inquiry to Examine the
‘ Anguilla Problem. London, H.M.S.0.
© Y A
Hall, Douglas | \
1971 Five of the Leewards 1834-1870. Barbados, Carib-
bean University Press. . ’ .
\
Hardy, F. and Rodrigues, G. Q e 7

1947 The Soils of St. Kitts-Nevis. Trinidad, Imperial |
College of Tropical Agriculture.

[



- 142

Henriques, F. .
1953 Family and Colour in Jamaica. London, Eyre and
Spottiswoode. '

Herskovits, Melville J. ‘
1937 Life in a Haitlan Valley. New York, Knopf.

1941 The Myth of the Negro Past. New York, Harper.

Herskovits, Melville J. and Frances S. /
1947 Trinidad Village. New York, Knopf.

Jagan, Cheddi :
1954 Forbidden Freedom: the Story of British Guiana.
New York, International Publishers.

Jalée, Pierre
1968 Pillage of the Third World. New York, Monthly
- Review Press.

/\ 1969 The Third World in World Economy. New York,

5
”

Monthly Review’Press.

o

Jenkins, Robin
1971 Exploitation. London, Paladin,

Josselin de Jong, P.E. de
1951 Minangkabau and Negri Sembilan Socio-Political
Structure in Indonesia. The Hague, M. Nijhoff.

Katzin, M. ‘
1959 The Jamaican Country Higgler. Social and Eco-
nomic Studies 8:4:421-440,

1960 The Business of Higgling in Jamaica. Social and
Economic Studies 9:3:297-331. -



143

Lowenthal, David .
1972 West Indian Societies. New York, Oxford University
Press.

Manners, Robert
1965 Remittances and the Unit of Analysis in Anthropo-
logical Research. Southwestern Journal of Anthro-
pology 21:179-195,

Mencher, Joan :
1962 Changing Familial Roles Among South Malabar Nayars.
South We st Journal of Anthropology 18:3:230-245.

Merrill, G.C.
1958 An Historical Geography of St. Kitts-Nevis.
Mexico City, Instituto Pan Americano de Geografia
e Historia.

Mintz, Sidney
1958 Historical Sociology of the Jamaican Church-Founded
Free Village System. De West-Indische Gids
38:46-70.

Mintz, Sidney and Davenport, William eds.
1961 Caribbean Soctal Organization. Social and Economic
Studies 10:4. -

L3

Mintz, Sidney and Hall, Douglas
1960 The Origins of the Jamaican Internal Marketing
System, New Haven, Yale University Pubucations\
in Anthropology Number 57, "

Muma, John
1960 Discussion to RiT. Smith, Caribbean Studies,
Vera Rubin ed. University of Washington Press,
pp. 75-79.

el




144

h

O'Loughlin, Carleen ’ -
1968 Economic and Political Change in the Leeward and
Windward Islands. New Haven, Yale Uniyersity
Press. R

Otterbein, Keith F.
1965 Caribbean Family Organization: A Comparative
Analysis. American Anthropologist 67:66-79.

1966 The Andros Islanderg: A Study of Family Organi-
zation in the Bahamas. Lawrence, University of
Kansas Press.

Padmore, Keith
1966 National Income Statistics for St. Kitts—Nevis-
Anguilla 1953-1964. Statistical Series Number 2.
Jamaica, University of the West Indies, Institute
of Social and Economic Research.

/
Pares, Richard
1950 A West India Fortune. London, Longmans.

1

Persaud B. and L.
1968 Impact of Agricultural Diversification in Barbados.
Social and Economic Studies 17:3:353-365.

Reno, Philip
1964 The Ordeal of British Guiana. Monthly Review
16:3 and 4.

St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, Government of
Digest of Statistics. Numbers 2,3,4,5; 1966-1969,
St. Kitts, The Statistical Department in the Ministry
of Trade, Development and Tourism,

a

St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla Labour Party
1971 Manifesto of the St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla Labour
’ Party and its Affiliate The United National Move-
ment of Nevis, Basseterre, 8t, Kitts.



Schlesinger, Arthur Jr.
1965 A Thousand Days: John F. Kennedy in the White
House. Boston, Houghton Mifflin,

Schwartz, Gary
n.d. Religious Affiliation in a West Indian Town,
Charlestown , Nevis, Unpublished.

Shurchliff, Alice W. and Wellemeyer, John F.
1967 Economic Development {n the Eastern Caribbean,
St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, Series 4 Manpower
Survey. Jamalca, University of the West Indies,
Institute of Social and Economic Research.

Simey, T.S.' .
1946 Welfare and Planning in the West I>dles. Oxford,
Clarendon Press. '

Smith, M.G.
1962a Kinship and Community in Carriacou. New Haven,
Yale University Press,

1962b West Indian Family Structure. Seattle, University
of Washington Press.

Smith, R.T.
1956 The Negro Famlly in British Guiana. London,
Routledge and Kegan Paul.

1960 The Family in the Caribbean. Caribbean Studies:
A Symposium, Vera Rubin ed., Seattle, University
of Washington Press, pp. 67-75.

1967 Social Stmtification, Cultural Pluralism and Inter-
action in the West Indies. In Caribbean Integra-
tion: Papers on Social, Political and Economic
Integration, Sybil Lewis and Thomas G, Mathews,
eds. Rlo Piedras, University of Puerto Rico,
Institute of Caribbean Studies.

145



146

]

Smith, R.T. X

1971 Culture and Social Structure in the Caribbean:
Some Recent Work on Family and Kinship Studies. .
Black Society in the New World, Richard Frucht
ed., New York, Random House, pp. 251-272.

4

Solien de'»é‘onzalez, Nancie L.
1961 Family Organization in Five Types of Migratory
Wage Labor. American Anthropologist 63:1264-80.

West Indies Popuiatioh Census
1960 Census of St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla. Unpublished.

Williams, Eric . .
1944 - Capitalism and Slavery. New York, Russell and
Russell.

1970 From Columbus to Castro: the History of the
Caribbean 1492-1969. London, Andre Deutsch.

W’tnt, D.H. :
1965 Economic Dévelopment in the Eastern Caribbean,
St-Kittgs-Nevis-Anguilla. Series 2 Road Survey.
Jamaica, University of the West Indies, Institute
of Social and Economic Research.

Worsley, P. -
1964 The Third World. London, Weidenfeld and
Nicolson,

Zinder, H, and A$soclates Inc.
1969 The Future of Tourism in the Eastern Caribbean.
Prepared for the Agency for International
Development.



