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RESUME 

c • '. / / 

COMPOSITION DES MENAGES ET PRODUCTION! UNE RE-ETUDE 

... 
'DE QUELQUES ASPECTS DU CHANGEMENT SOCIAL A NEVIS, AUX 

ANTILLES. 

Thèse de mattrise par Sydney Sharpe 1 Département d'Apthropolog\!~ 
, / 

Université McGill. 

Cette tbêse, b,asée
o 
sur une reoherche sur,le terrain a Névis, 

aux Antilles, 'èst une nouvelle étude ~une communauté décrité en 
{ 

1962 par Ric~rd Frucht. Des donn~es compar~les ont été rassem-

blées afin de faire un~ analyse de la ,composition des ménages et de 

la production agricole sur une période de dix ans. Ces données ont 
, 

aussi été employées afin de prouver l'application du modèle de'-

Nancie Gonzàl~z du ménage consanguin et ainsi mieux comprendre 

le\changement soéial a Nevis. Deux découvertes s'en sont sulvlês. 

En premier lieu, contraire.ment a l'hypothèse de _Fruéht, qui prédisait 
" 

dans ce séns une non-production de plus en plus croissante a Nevls, 

la production demeure bien qU'elle soit plus limitée 4 une production 
, . \ 

maralt:hère qu'a une agriculture commercia,!e a granc;le échelle pour ..-. 

l'exportation. Deuxièmement, la maisonnée consanguine est une 
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indication pertinente de l'interaction soUde d'une action réciproque 

entre les migrations périodiques, le rapport désiquiHbré.entre les 

---sexes (a cause des facteurs économique et dém09raphLqUe), et une 

sLtuatlon néocolonlale ~ul prédomine dans l'rie. La bp.sse produc-. , 
tivlté agrlco!e est a la fols la caus~ et l'effet des changements 

da'ns la composition du ménage puisqU'elle mène a la migration des 

travaUleurs qui envoient leurs revenus chez eux; ce qui ne pennet 

pas a ces ménages, do~t le chef est généralement la grand-mère, 

de s'adonner a des cultures industrielles. Vabsence d'un plan 
. -

économique général fait que les Jeunes dès qu'ils arrivent a l'age 

productij ne trouvent pas d'opportunités locales et c'est ainsi que 
J) 

le complexe de la migration et l'envoi des fonds continue • 
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ABSTRACT 

HOUSEHOLD PRODtTCTION AND COMPOSITION: A RE-SIUDY or ~ 
,.' ~ 

> SOME ASPECTS OF SOCIAL CHANGE IN NEVIS, WEST INDIES ~ ( 

A Master' s thesis by Sydney Sharpe, Department of Anthropology , 

McGlll University. 
1 

This the sis , based on f1eldwork in Nevis, West Ihdies, is 
1 

a re-st»-dy o~dOmmunlty described in 1962,~ by Richard Frucht. 

6 Comparable data was collected in order to analyze changes inhouse-
• 

hold composition ,and agricultural productivtty over a ten year period. 

The data were also used to têst the applicabLllty of Nande Gonzalez' s 
, . 

Moder( of ,the con4angUineal household for an understanding of ~ocial 

change" ln Nevi!l. Two major fLndings emerge. First, contrary to 

'Frucht's prediction of increasing non-production in Nevis, production , 

exists albeit limited to market-gardening rather than cash crops for 
> 

export; • Second, the frequency pf the consàng~ineal household 18 a 

vaUd indication of the interaction of recunent migration, an Imba-
1 

lanced se, râUo(due to economlc and demographlc factors), and 

neo-colonial pol1Ucal and econom1c status "of the Island. Lowagrl-
i ' • . \ 

cultural produCU'Vlty lB ))t,th cauae and effeet of j;: ha noe a ln hQUs~old 
" 

compqs1tlon sinee It l'a,da to labol' mlgration and subsequent recelpt 
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of ~mbnces whlch in" turn e~les these grandmother"'centered 

households to avold cash-crop cultlvation. Lack of ove ra 11 eco-, 

... 

nomlc planning ensures that when the youth enter thelr productive 

years local opportunltles are lacklng and the mlgratton-remittance 
! , 

syndrome continue s • 
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CHAPTER 1 

-
l NTRODUÇTI ON OF PROBLEM 

o 

l'hLs Ls an lnqulry Lnto the direction of soclal change on 

o " • 

NevLs, BrLtish West 1 ndles. One of the concerns of thls thesls 

Ls tht:: appHcablHty of the Gonzalez ( 1969) consanguLnealLty model 

to understandlng change, Ln the vUhlge of RawlLns. The study 

focuses speclflcally oh household productlon and composltion Ln 

the vHlage of RawlLns, a settJêmént examlned by Rlchard Frucht-

(1966) nearly a decade ago. As such lt Ls a re-study of the Frucht 
;" 

materLal. 
.. 

Durlng that Ume, Nevls'was descrlbed by Frucht (1966, 1967, 
~ , 

1968) as an island characterLzed by Increaslng non-prQ(iuctlon and 

dependent upon remit tances sent by emtgrants as the major source 
, 

of"cash. He predlcted, however, that emlqration and remlttances, 
• 

\ " 
would decl1ne ( 1966: 189-90) • 

This study shows that the econoDty of Nevis now reallzes an . .' ,.. 

almost complete dei:>endetice upon remlttances,~ ifblle at the same 

Ume, ,txperienCLnq a decllne ln IUge-scale &9rlcultumt actlvlty • 

, 
o 

• f. 
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From thls sltuation derlves the other concem of thls thesls, whlch ls 

that there ls s<;>me agrLcultural production on Nevls, contrary to Frucht· s 
, 

predlction •. A decade ago, agrlculturel actlvlty focused prlmarlly on 

large':"seale cash crop productlon of sugar cane and cotton, deslgned 

for an external market. Agrlcultural actlvlty today ls conflned to an 

lnternal marketing 'system; based on the small-seale productlon of 

frults and vegetables. The receLpt of remittances enables the house-

hold to expend tlme and energy on produce de~lgned prlmarlly for ... 
1 .... 

home, and secondly for market use. Further, 1 offer the proposition 

that the amount of outslde lncome that enters the household ln the 

.. form of wages and remlttances dlrectly affects the amount of labor 

expended on the household land • .,:..., '--. 

That the economic structure of the society affects both thè 

production and composition of the household ls a topic har<lly new 

to CarLbbean studles. (See for instance Clarke 1957, Cumper 1958, 

1954, 1961, Gonzalez 1969, Mintz and Davenport eds. 1961.' 

Otterbeln 1965, M.G. Smith 1962a, 1962b, and R.T. Smith 1956, 

1960, 1971). 

~ One of the. more important aspects of thLs topic ia the presence 
• 

of the fem~e-headed household. However, Lt Ls only wlthln the last 

two decades that thls partlcular ~ousehold phenomenon 18 belng attri-

. -
buted to the economlc base of the partlcular society. T 
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• 

3 

During the la te 1930s and 1940s, MelvUle J. Herskovits (1937, 
1 

1941, 1947) declared that the IImatrLarchal ll fS'mUy originally derlved 
l't 

~om polygy~ouS famlly forms in sorne Wes~ Mrican Socletles.· This 
f 

sItuation in certain Caribbean socretles where the mother assumed 

MOst of the responslbUity for the rearlng of the chlld, was to 

Herskovlts another example of. Afrlcan retensions ln the New World. 

Franklin Frazler (1948) dLsagreed wlth Herskovlts and stated .. 
that thls "matrlarchate", composed of "a matrlcentrlc cell", was the 

only famlly form strong enough to survive slavery. Frazier dld accept 

the Herskovltsian vlewpolnt vis...ra-vis the insigniflcant role of the 

father in the rearlng of the chUd. However, Frazier insisted that 

this situation was subJect to change. when the economlc insecurlty 

of the male ceased. This attribution of the role of the male to ~overty ~ 

was also accepted by Henriques (1953) and Slmey (1946) •. 

Both M.G. Smith (l962b) and R.T. Smith (1960) wrlte that the 

present famUy structure ln the Caribbean orig(nates as a result of 

conditions imposed durtng slavery. But M. G. Smith malntains that 
" 

there are no longer hypothetical Ulustratlons of 
cultural perslstence of after effects of slavery; such 
diachronie speculations'have been replaced by emphasis 
on synchrohic analysts of these famLly system. (~p.cit·.:6). 

From household surveys conducted ln varlous West Indlan 

socletles (Carriacou, Grenada, and Tamaica) 1 M.G. Smith concludes 
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" 

that the "materterlne" household can- best be understood ln terms of 

the society as a whole. By sampllng households from the total popu- " 

laUon, the matlng patterns of the society can be establlshed. The 

most Lmportant determLnants of the "materterine" household, accor-

ding to M.G. SmLth, are the maUng patterns existent in the society. 
'!' 

Famlly organLzaUons cannot be explalned by 
demographic or ecologlcal con~iderations; nor can 
they be regarded as correlates of urbanizatlon. It 
Ls clear that matlng organizatlon governs the form 
of the domestic system and provides the central 
prlnciple of the famUy structure (ibid: 210). 

R. T. Smith contends that economlc factors determLne West 

Indian household patterns (l956~ 1960, 1971). Based on a study of 

lower class blacks ln Brit Lsh GuLana, he concludes that "there ia a 

significant relatLonshLp between the f?rm of famUy structure and eco-

nomle and status factors (1960: 73)". R. T. Smith further descrlbes 
\,'''' _ 0 

\. ... ~ 
the West Indian famlly in terms of the 'peripheral role of the father. 

This mattifocal system of domestlc relations 
and household grouping ••. can he regarded as the 
obverse of the marginal nature of the husband-father 
role. (Further, there Ls a) correlation between the 
nature of the husband-father role (and) the role of 
men Ln the e~onomLe system (1956: 221). 

~Lth Clarke (1957) attrlbutes famUy structure and the doml-

nance of the maternaI kLn to the socio-rec~nomlc base of the society 

and, more specifLcally, to la~ owner Lp. 

The" fear of th~ slsters 'that, if hey do not occupy 
and use the home, their brother may a tempt and ev!!n 
succeed ln establlshLng. individual own rshLp, has lts-\ 
result ln their separatlon from the seve 1 fathers of thelr 
chlldren (op. clt. : 10 5) • 

, 

-. 
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G.E. Cumper who, like Clarke, undertook research ln Jamalca, 

also suggests that the exlstence of the woman-headed household can 

be explained ln terms of land ownershlp (1954). However, on the 

basis of research in Barbados, Cumper appears to synthesize the 

disparate positions of R.T. Smlth and M.G. Smith. 

••• while an.analysls of the direct effects of eco­
nomic circumstances can take us some way to understan­
ding the form of household and famUy ln the West Indles, 
it Is ne"pessary to glve an important place to the tnter­
a"ction between the economic environment and the cultural 
prescription of the economic conditions for marrlage and 
the household (1961:416). 

"Wlth the exception of the Herskovlts and Frazier schools of 

thought, the Caribbeanists prèsented to this point, stress a syn-

. 
chrontc rather than a diachronie analysis of the family and house-

hold. This approach provokes' crlticlsm from, among others, John 

Murra who states in a response to R. T. Smith that 

variations in famLly arxi household forms corres­
pond to hlstorically deep-rooted subcultures (emphasls 
his) whlch cannot be fully understood wlthout consi­
derable ethno-hlstorLcal research as well as contem­
porary structural comparlson. 

Culture-hlstorlcal research need not be onlya 
search for AfricanLsms. We can expect to joln the 
synchronle, structural approech Ln elucldatLng the 
events and forces at worlc ln the CarLbbean Ln the 
century since emancipatLon, the perLod when the 
Carlbbean rural communLty came lnto Lts own (1960: 76, 78) • 

This dual dLactlronlc-synchronlc approach to the study of the 

famlly and the household ln the CarLbbean has been undertaken by '" 

Î 

5 

• 

c 
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Nancie Sollen Gonzalez ln her work Black Carib Household Structure 

1969. Gonzalez stresses the "role of mlgratorY wage labor ln hlst~- ) 

rical perspective as a major factor ln the development of consangul-

neal households (op:clt.:xvl)". Consangulneal households as defined 

by Gonzalez' are composed of members "usually related in the maternaI 

!ine (ibid: 70) If where the "nucleus" ls "usually a mother and a child 

(ibid: 38)". 

The Gonzalez thesis maintains that 

the consangulneal household ls an alten:tate type 
of domestlc group that develops during the process- of 
acculturation of neoterlc socleties in wh lch the prlmary 
mechanism of Westemlzatlon is recurrent mlgratory wage 
labor wlth low remuneration (ibid: 16). 

By applylng her thesis to societles outside as well as wlthln 

the Carlbbean, Gonzalez justifles her model as an explanatory 
JI' 

mechanism for the existence of a specific household type, the con-

sanguineal household. Moreover she lncorporate,s ,t11to her thesis 

sorne of the flndings of previous Caribbeanists cUed, by revealln~ 

certain weaknesses in their arguments (see especially lbid: 120-130). 

Gonzalez contends that the consanguineal ~ys~em can.occur • 
----~ 

and exist indefinltely ln a soclety that features these three charac-
~ 

\ 

1 

terlstics: (1) dEtpendency upon recurrent migrant wage labor whlch 

gives rise to (2) a sex ratio imbalance of women over men, and (3) a 

society exhiblting a "neoterlç" quallty (ibid: 140). 

\ 

l~ 
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A neoteric socLety as defLned by Gonzalez is one 

whose traditional culture has been forcibly 
changed or dissolved through the interventlon of 
forces from the Western world, or to societles of 
mixed-bloods who have found themselves occupying 
a position between the two cultures from whLch they 
derlved. Such groups have characteristics different 
from those of the larger society within which they 
are lLving, yet they cannot be termed primitive, pea­
sant, folk, or any other such designation which impHes 
a traditional hasis for the society... Such a society 
must aiso be placed in the posltion of havLng to adapt 
to an economy dependent upon LndustriaHzatlon through 
the mechanism of migrant wage labor, while being denled 
full admission to the industrtal society as a whole, both 
as a class and as lndivlduals (ibld:9-10). 

In a la ter publication, Gonzalez qualLfLes thls statement by suggest-

ing that 

the neoterlc society develops out of those cLr­
cumstances Ln whlch, as ~ response to the pressures 
brought about by the spread of the industrlal system 1 

there is marked physlcal mobUlty of LndlvLduais with 
a consequent mlxlng of ethnie and social background 
(1970:5). 

Although the Gonzalez statemen,ts deserlbe certaln conditions 

existent in such socletles, it 19 not clear why the term "neoteric" 

has been introduced. These partlcular condLtlons it seems are uni-

-".ersal in that they can be applled not only ta the Carlbbean but ta 

most Thlid World socletles, (see for instance the warka of Beckford 

7 

1972a, Best 1967, A. Gunder Frank 1967, Talee 1969).' Such socletles 

are the objects of exploltatlon durlng past cqlonlal and present 

lmperlallst expanslons of the metropoUtan P~. This exploitation 
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L8 also expressed Ln the Lnduslrlal nattons' need for cheap labor, 
, CO';'fiL 

(,;",' 

ln the form of migrants from Tiürd World countrles, who cannot flnd . ..." 

productive work at home. Because these socLetles have been and 

are beLng Itrlpped of theLr natural and human re source s , theyare 

neo-colonies or satellLtes of the industrlal natlons. 

II). the words of the flrst SolLdarLty Conference of the Peoples 

of AfrLc'a, AsLa and Latin Amerlca (OSPAAAL), 1966: 

'In the colonies,' lmperlalLsm adapts tradltlonal 
Elocietles to the purposes of Us exploltation, tumLng 
them lnto simple dependencles of the metropolis, 
suppllers of cheap raw materlals land buyers of manu­
factured goods from the powers that own them. In the 
case of the countries that have gained thelr poHtical 
Lndependence, Lmperlallsm does Lts best to maintaln 
them in slmilar economlc dependence through the . 
possessLon of their main sources of wealth at;ld ~y monopollst 
control of thelr forelgn trade and of thelr flnanclal re­
sources that together wlth the tnvestment of capltal on 
the part of lmperlàllst monopolles, form the prlnclple 
supports of neo-colonlalism (Jenklns 1970: 197). 

The Gonzalez ,term seems to me to obscure the exploLtatlve 

relatlonshLps lmposed by the lndustrlal powers on ThLrd World 

scx:letles. These socletLes exist in a state of "un-freedom" and 

should be so recognized. Thus the emplrLcal characterlstlcs whlch 

Gonzalez descrlbes wUl be refened to ln thls thesls, as well as 

addltlonal characterlstlcs of colonlallsm (to be descrtbed 1atèr) • 

We wUl avold the term "neoterLc". 

( 

r 

.. 
~-
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• Within this polltical and economic context, the existence of 

~ ) - , 

mIgrant labor and the consequent Lmbalance of sex-ratio are Integral 

parts of a colonIal and neo-coloniai system. The increase ln the 

frequency of consanguineal households may be Interpreted as one 

index of the contlnuing effects of condItions whlch glve rise to this 

Institution. In other words, this Indicates a conUnulng domInation 
~ ~ 

of and exploitation by the metropolltan socIety, and a continually 

widening gap between metropolls and satellIte. Thus, under certaIn 

clrcumstances the Gonzalez consangulnealttY model May offer a 

unique framework for understanding the exIstence of a partlcular 

household phenomenon. 

Gonzalez points out that ln order for her model to be operable, .. 
the consangulneal household must not be the preferred type of 

" < 

llvlng arrangement. It exists alongslde the affinaI household. 'In 

fact, the affinaI type Ls actually preferred, but, due to circum-

stances such as recurrent migration resulting,in a sex-raUo 1mba-

lance of more females to males, lt ls not always attalned. Rather, 

the consangulneal household occurs more as a result of default 

" th an preference. For thls reason, the Nayars of south Indla (see 

'- -~ K. Gough 1952, 1959; J. Meneher 1962) and the Mlnangkabau of 

• 
Sumatra, IndQnesla (IIJee#P.E. de JosseUn de Jong 1951), cannot 

(:) 

be consldered as conformlng to ~e Gonzalez model, sinee consan-

gulneallty ls the prescrlbed and preferred household form wlthln 

these socletles. 

9 
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Gonzalez aiso stresses that only one type of migratlon leads 

to the formation of the consanguLneal household, and thLs La recur-

rent migratLon. As deflned by Gonzalez, recurrent mLgratlon oceurs 

when 

men make .Lrregular joumeys of varying lengths 
of Ume to obtain wage labor through theLr productive 
years (1961:,1970). ' 

The migrant' s return to his home society Ls dependent on: the loca-

tion of his job; the wages; and the job security. 

Four other type s of migration are described by Gonzalez. 

Seasonal migration refers to those individuals or famUies who are 

absent from their society only once a year for employment. This 

type ha s "l1ttle or no effect on famUy organizatiQn ft. Temporarv 

non-seasonal migration includes men who leave home durlng their 

youth, but retum a few years later, to remaln ln the home village. 

Aecordlng to Gonzalez, any changes that occur ln their home society 

are "graduaI and non-violent". Any "disequillbrLum Il Ls temporary, 

as the society quLckly develops mechanisms for adaptlng to these 

new changes. Continuous mLgration refers to enUre familles that 

travel from job ta job, with no home society to retum to. Permanent 

rernaval lnvolves famUies and LndlvLduals who leave the home society 

permanently for the place of guaranteed employment • 

• 

1 

. ... 
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Gonzalez contends that the only type of migration whlch 

necessltates a man s absence during his most productive yeats ts. 

recurrent migration. 

Without the husband, who forms the link between 
his famlly of procreatlon and his famlly of orientation, 
the wlfe ls more prone ~o tum to her own relatives for 
co-operation and assidtance (op.cit.: 1972). 

The increase ln consanguineality, however, may not only be attri-

butable to recurrent migratlon resulting in a sex-ratio imbalance of 

more women than men. As we will see for Rawlins, consanguinea-

lit y may also occur as a result of a hlgher mortallty rate amongst 

the male populatlll)fi and earller male migration. We wUl also see, 

that at least for RawHns, recurrent migration can involve both men 

and women. In this case, consanguineal households May continue 

ta ferm 1 but the core change s from the mother and her chUd ta the 

ma,ternal grandmother and her grandchUd. 

To conclude, tMs thesis ls a re-study of a work undertaken 

ten years aga by Rlchard Fruch~. Durlng that perlod, Frucht 

surveyed the vUlage of Rawl1ns. We re-suryey Rawllns, ln order 

ta determlne what changes ln household production and composl-

tlon have occurred wlthln the ~ast decade. From thls analysls, we 

11 

offer these hypotheses: First, contrary to Frucht s prediction, there .. 
ls sorne agrlcultural production on Nevls. 1fhls production is geared 

to an lnternal marketlng system, focusing on food crops cultlvated 

.. 
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on small plots of land, rather than an external market, based on 

large-scale cash crop production of sugar cane and cotton. Second , 

there ls an inverse correlation between the arnount of work expended , 
on the household land and the amount pf incorne enterlng the house-

hold. FinaIly, household structure ln RawHns May be explalned in 

terins of certain modifications of the Gonzalez consangulneaHty 
t . 

mode 1. 

.. 
The organlzatlon of thls thesls ls as follows. The physical 

and cultural geography, as weIl as the social and economic features 

of Nevls, are presented ln Chapter I~ Chapter III dlscusses the 

geography and population of RawlLns. The changes ln the economy 

of iawlLns, and the subsequent effect on productlon ln the house-
! 

hold are examlned in Chapter IV. Chapter V explains the structure 

and composition of the household, lncludlng the Lncrèase Ln consan-
, . 

guineallty ln Rawlins. 

AlI currency quoted Ls ln Britlsh West IndLan (B. W .1.) dollara, 

unless otherwl-se indlcated. The rough equlvalent of $1.00 B. W.1. 

ln Canadlan funda la $0. SO. , 

" .... Ï; } 

~~ :_~ r:~.~.~~ .. ~'_ ... ~,:.~", :._~~~~~.~ 
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CHAPTERolI 

THE GEOGRAPHY AND ECO NO MY OF NEVIS 

This chapter 15 ln two parts. We wUI begin by descr1bing 
/ 

the physical and cultural geography of Nevis 1 followed by a 

discussion of certain socio-economiçjéatures of the Island. 
+-

Part 1 

A more comprehensive undeJstanding of the phy.sical geogra-

1S 

, phy of Nevis is given by H. FLnkel 1962, F. Hardy and G. Rodrlgues 
.... , ~ J. 

.<~ -

1941, and G.e. Merrtn.1958. The cultural geography 1 Including 
( 

infra structural development on the Island Is examlned by K. Padmore 

,,' 
1966, A. W. S1\1rcllff and J. F. Wellemeyer 1961, and D~~. Wint' 

.. } 

1965. 
t 

A Physlcal Geoaraphy 
c 

The Island of Nevis Is one of three Islands ln the Brltish . , 

, 

Carlbbean Assoclated State of St. Kltts-Nevls-Angullia. * Sltuated j 
in the northem Lesser Antliles at }170 10 1 N latltude and 62035 '\V longltude 1 

* The partlcular 'status of Angullia wlthtn the three-island union 
18 a point <ff contentlon sinee AnguUla seceded from the State ln~ 
1967. (For an analysis of the- situation consult the Report of the 
Commission of lngulrv to JtHmine the AnguUla Problem, ~o'yember 
1970, London). . 

\ 

--t.""': . " ,., ,f .'\... " ,~ ... ' ' . 

, 
, '10' ~~ 

, ~,_. .~~."! "->;,'::_~ 
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• N~iS ls separated trom St. Kltts to the north-west by a two-mUe 

.. channel known a s the Narrows • 
.. 

The small clrcular lsland of 50 square mlles ls dominated by 
$' • ---~ 

the donnant volcano Mt. Nevis, whlch rises to 3600 feet. From the 

crater of Mt. Nevis, the land slopes at an approximate gradient of 

40 degrees, di,mlnlshLng slowly until the coast becomes almost flat. 
"" 

The volcanlc actlvLty, which Lncludes earth tremors as recent as 

1963, leaves the upper and lower slopes of the land wlth hûge 

unmovable rocks, renderlng even sorne of the goOO soU uncult1vabl~. 
, . ' 

• 
The Island Ls dLvlded lnto flve geographical dlstricts referred 

to as parishes: St. Paul Charlestown (2 square mUes): St. Thomas 
, . 

Lowland (9 square mUes); St. James Wlndward (10 square mUes): 

St. George Gingerland (8 square mUes); and St. John Flgttee 

(8 square mUes). 

On the north-west ~lope of Mt. Nevis, in Lowland parLsh, 

there ls a soufrière, whlch ls a volcanlc 'vent in the slde of the 

mountaln. On the north-east slopes ln Wlndward parlsh, there 
, a, two springs whlch serve as the water s~urce for the enttre Island. 

Slnce there are no rLvera or streams on Nevls, the ghauts (or gulUes) 

(whlch run trom the moul)tatn are dry except after a ralnbu.rfi • 

• .. 

. 1: ' 

" . , 

T' 
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Ralnfall 

Rainfall ls sporadic on Nevis, even during the "ralny" season 

from July to January. The area on the hlgher slopes of Mt. Nevis 

can recelve up to 80 lnches annually. As the altitude decreases, 
\ 

50 too' does the amount of precipitation, untU the almost-flat 

coastal plains receive less than 40 lnches of ralnfall annually. 

Since the ralnfall varies ln concentric bands around the . 

lsland, the coastal plains may experlence dr~ughts of over six 

months duration, from Tanuary to Tune. Even those areas further 

up the slope of the mountain are not free from droughts. Durlng 

my stay ln Glngerland parish, in an area consldered to be part of 

the contlnuously moist zone (with a total annual rainfall of 60 lnches), 
r 

the lack of precipitation was such that this important fannlng area 

was unable to grow necessary garden produce for the lsland market. 

It became necessary for Nevis to Import fruits and vegetab1es from 

St. Kltts, rather than vice-versa. This situation is not uncommon, 

as Frucht cltes hLs experlences durlng a slmllar drought a decade ago • 

. , - -
Bec8use Nevis Ls situatèd ln the hurricane zone, they may be 

expected from August untll, the end of October. The Island was last 

hlt by a hurricane ln 1928 , althou;ll. more recent storms have left 

'thelr to11 on nelghborlng lslands • 
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SoUs 

According to Hardy and RodrLgues (1947), the soUs of Nevis 

are elther shoal soU or lfthosol. ComprlsLng 72% or 18,600 acres 

on Nevis, shoal so11s are "shallow and relattvely unproductlve as 

they have tight, concrete-llke substrata" (FLnkel 1962:34). Most 

of the low ground (ex,cept for the area between Charlestown and 

Cotton G~ound) Ls of shoal solI, as Ls the area at the base of 

Mt. NevLs just below the 1000 feet contour, as weIl as the old 

weathered hUIs 'Hurricane, Cone Mountaln, and Saddle HUI). 

Lithosol accounts for 28% or 7200 acres of Nevislan soUs, 

~ Is "the immature vQlcanLc parent materLel wh lch shows llttle 

weatherLng or zonal dLfferentLation, and Is largely fresh 100 se 
\ ) , 

materlal" (Finkel op. clt. : 34) • 

The soUs of NevLs have been under cultivatlon for over 

300 years. Although poor agricultural practlces have affected soU 

conservation, MerrUl (1958) notes that the soUs have weathered 

these drawbacks. 

Th1s La largely the reauJ,t of the qual1ty of the 
parent materlal provLded by recent vulcanlsm (ln NevLs). 
The fraglllented volcanlc material La rlch Ln mlneral 
elements requlred by plants. The physlcal qualltles 
of the deposlts are such that the parent mater Lai 
weathers rapLdly lnto soU. •• We May conclude thet 
the l11 effects of soU eroslon on the cultlvated slopes 
of Nevis have been somewhat offset by the rapld rate 
of soU formatLon. (Merrlll op.clt.:40) • 
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B Culturel GeoarAPhV and populatlon 

According to the unpubllshed Population &1ryey, the popula-

tion of Nevis ln 1970 was 11,200 wlth 6000 females and 5200 males. 

In 1960 the official populatlon was 12,700 wlth 7100 females and 

4l 
5600 males. The ratlo of males to females Ln 1970 was 85: 100, 

and in 1960 was 79:100. 

187-1 
11,100 

1921 
Il,600 

/ 

1881 
11,900 

1946* 
11,400 

TABLE 1 

Populatloh of,Nevis 

1871 - 1970 

1891 
13,100 

1951 
13,700 

1901 
12,800 

1960 
12,700 

Source: 1. G.e. MenUl, 1958 
2. UnpubHshed populatlon survey • 

.. 
* No census taken between 1921 and 1946. 

1911 
12,900 

1970 
11,200 

In the last 100 years, the present population appears to he 

the lowest on record. Moreover, the decl1ne ln population appears 

to be the largest decILne for each ten year perlod sLnee 1871. 

Because there are no publlshed figures on the rate of eml-

gratlon from Nevis, we are uo8ble to categorlcally state that the 

deeHne ln population Ls primarUy attrlbutable to mLgration. The 

Goumment Digest of $OUltles, Number 5, doea lndlcate that for. 

;~l ,'" . '; 
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the period 1963-1969, the number of bLrths exceeded the number 

of deaths by nearly 4: 1; therefore, thls demographlc factor would 

appear to have llttle bearlng on the present decllne ln NevLSian 

population. 

The sex ratio 1mbalance of more women than men on NevLs Ls 

the norm on "the smaller lslands whlch are habttually depleted of 

young adults, especially males" (Lowenthal 1972=221). 

In 1960 Cayman Island females outnumbered 
resident males by four to three; in Angullla the ratio 
was flve to four. •• In Carrlacou w,','iTlen outnumber 
men by 3: 1 * •• In 1946 British Caribbean had 932 males 
per 1000 females and ln Barbados and Grenada the ratLo 
was 4:5 (op.clt.~219). 

If the vlliage of Rawltns Ls any LndLcation, howeyer, thls 

sex ratio 1mbalance may also be due to a hLgher male mortallty 

rate, and earller male emLgration. Because the sex-raUo 1mba-

lance ls narrowlng from 79: 100 Ln 1960 to 85: 100' in 1970, we 

may propose that more women are leavlng the lsland tha~ formerly. 

WlthLn the last decade, the population has' dropped ln every 

parlsh except Charlestown St. Paul. * Because Charlestown houses 

the admlnistrative and commercial headquarters for the Island of 

~evls, lt offers the greate~ opportunLtles for emPlàY)n~mt on the 

Lsland. 

~ The town of Charlestown ls not to he confused wlth the parish 
of Charlestown, aince the parlsh la a180 compoffed of other very 
SdU villages such as Bath v111age whlch ls situated on the out­
sklrts of the town of Charleatown • 

'\ 
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TABLE 2 

Compal1Jtlve Population Dlstflbutlon 
Accordlng to Parlsh 

ln 1960 and 1970 

POrlsb Population 

li§.Q. . Jill.. 

Charlestown, St. Paul 1500 2100 

Flgtree, St. John 3100 2000 
.-

'Glngerland, St. George 3000 2800 

'Lowland, St. Thomas 2400 2150 

Wlndward, St. Tarnes 2600 2150 

TABLE 3 

Comparatlve Household Distribution 
Accordlng to Parlsh 

ln }960 and 1970 

Parlsh HOllsehold 
lliO. . 1970 

. Charle stown l' St. Paul 400 500 

Flqtree 1 St. John 700 450 
.. 

G lngerland 1 St. George 750 650 

Lowland, St. Thomas 600 500 

Wlndward 1 St. ra,? 600 500 

Source: Unpubllshed~ft of the Population Censua for 
St. Kltta-Nevll-Angullla 1970 • 

, 
Censua of St. Kltta-Nevls-AD;uWa, 1960 , Vol. II. 

~ 

'. ~ , ,~ ). ... [ .. ",,- " .... 
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In·comparlson wlth the much smaller villages scattered 
, 

throughout Nevls 1 Charle stown can be cons ldered the only urban 

area on the Island, wlth its substanttal population of 1700. 

The villages of Nevis can be divided into three types of 

resldential patterns. The aIde st type ls the slave vlllage which 

exlsted durlng slavery 1 elther wlthln the estate boundartes or 

between adlacent esta,tes.' 

.. 
Another type of vlll&ge i8 the post-emanclpation settlement, 

formed on the peripheries of estates which were sold or rented to 
, 

former slaves. This type of village ~ay he found midway up the 

mountaln, or on hUly slopes Just below the heavy forested areas, 

or on the perlmeters of arld lowlands. 

Nelther of the vUlages wlthln these two types could he con-

sldered Isolated unlts. Rather, their boundarles often converge to 

form nelghborlng settlements. For example, Rawl1ns, a post-

emanclpatlon village that formed on the slope of Mt. Nevis, Is one 

of three nearby villages; Zetlands Village ls slt"1lted ta her west '. 
and Stoney HUI vUlage to her north-east. 

The third type of resldential pattern ls the Strassendorf tYpe 

of settlement, where homes are ammged alo~s1de Îhe uia1l1 road. 

Increaslngly, lIlOI'8 bOUMS are belnq constructed to coDfOl'Jll ta this 

. .' 
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• pattern, especially, since the nbreak-up of estates ~d the increase 

ln number of small holders durlng and after the 1930 s ", (Frucht 
, 1 

1966: 17). 

A major road that c1rcles the Island ls twenty mUes in cJr-

cumference. Small side roads adjoin it. Characterlzed by pot-

holes and pOOl repair, the maln road makes for hazardous drlving 
..,. 

at the best of Urnes. This is qulte a contrast to the qual1ty of the 

roads on Nevis a century ago. John Davy (1854:488-9) remarks that , 

although Nevls ls small, her roads compare favorably with those of 

the larger and more productive Island of St. Kitts. 

Aside from the poor condition of the roads, the most' serlous 
, , 

lnfrastructural problem on Nevls today, ls the lack of an adequate 

water scheme. Slnce there are no perennial streams on the Island, 

water must be tapped from the two major springs whlch originate 

from Mt. Nevis in,Wlndward parlsh. A water main connects the 

sprlngs to two large reservoirs in Charlestown. Because these 

reservoirs must also rely on sporadic rainfall, they sel dom meet 
• 

the requirements for the island. ConsequenUy water must be 

rationed. 

'-,An electrlc powèr staUon was first installed in Cbarlestown 
",' . 

in 1957. A more powèrful generator has recently ~n J,nstalled, 

• • • 
coupled wlth the government jS intention to • serve every home and 
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business ••• in each vUlage in Nevis" (Labour Manifesto 1971) • 
:;, 

" 
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Electricity 1 however 1 has still to reach many Nevisians 1 -as Table 4 

attests. The cost to consumers is a deterrent, especially to those 

Nevislans who are barelY able to meet the rlsing cost of livIng. 

When Rawlins village recently received eiectricity, a farmer with 

no other means of lncome 1 remat;ked that "electrIclty too dear; 

1 have to be wlth kerosene". Another larmer demonstrates that 
. 

"after all, you can't get a11 these flne things wlthout you got 

foundation. " 

TABLE 4 

tt 
Electrical Supply on Nevis 

1 
.ïm. New Consumers Iota1 Consumers 

1962 58 

1963 39 , '" 
1964 33 

1965 52 
-... 

1966 27 

1967 56 

1968 51 

1969 23 

(Theu figures are from the St. K1tts-Nev1s-AnguJ.lla 
Digest of fbtlst1cs No. §, 1969) 

-
., 

495 

530 

566 

616 

643 

699 

751 

775 
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Communication ' 

There are f1ve telephone Unes whlch IL Nevl~ with St. Kltts 

and from there 1 points overseas. &1bscrlbers on the island are 
4f/II' 

comparatively few, at less than one per cent of the lsland's popu-

lation. 

There Is no radio station on Nevis, but the St. Kltts radio 

station ~ broadcasts to Nevis. A televislon station ~ has Just 

begun pr09rammlng, and receiver fac.llit1es operate on Nevls. Both 

the radio and television stations are state-owned. 

A govemment ferry, leased to a Nevlsian businessman saBs 

between St. Kitts and Nevis six days a week. Undef favorable 

weather conditions, the crossing covers the twelve miles between 

Charlestown and Basseterre (St. Kitts) in forty-five minutes. The 

fare is $ 1.50 per person, one-way. 

A daUy air shuttle service operates between the two Islands. 

Piper cub airplanes tr~l the route ,in st~ven minutes. The.fare Is 

$9.50 par person, retum. LIAT (Leewaro Islands Air Transport) 

malntains this servlce franchise, whlch also includes ci similar 
" -

service to Antigua. The Newcastle Airport on Nevis has recently 

been enlarged and paved at a cost of $300,000; Canadtan fuDds 

have prov1ded half the cost • 

.. 
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Part 2 

This part of Chapter II presents a general discussion of the 

social, economlc, and pol1tlcal characteristics of Nevis today. * 
\ 

• 
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The post-emanclpatlon period up to 1962 is documented by R. Frucht 

(1966, 1967, 1968). We will only briefly deal wlth his main points. 

The perlod pr ior to Emanclpation (1834) has been recocded 

by Elsa Goveia (1965) who wrltes that 

If the British West Indian sugar lndustry had 
not been in severe economlc difficultles (lt lS) 
unl1kely that the humanitarlans could have succeeded , 
ln abollshing elther the British slave trade or Brltlsh 
colonial slavery ••• they succeeded only when thelr 
humane object.lves coLnclded wLth practlcal pol1tlcal 
and economlc c1rcumstances (pp. 335-6). 

Govela's statement emphaslzes the total manipulation and 

"'-
exploitation that the Imperial or metropol1tan power Lnfllcts on the 

colony. ThLs Ls accompanled by an ldea and bellefs,' system ~Vfhich 

serves to justlty the process of colonizatlon and Imperialisme 

Tomo Kenyata puts it more succ1nctly: 

The white man came and asked us to shut our 
eyes and pray. When we opened our eyes It was too 
late--our land was gone (quoted in Jenklns 1971: 142) • 

* For an excellent inslght lnto the nature of Nevis society at 
the)1elght'of the sugar era, Richard Pares (1950) bas traced 
the travels of the Plnney famUy 1 a once prom1nent member of 
the Nevlsian plantoc:racy. Katherlne J .,Burdon (1920) the wlfe 
of the govemcx of Nevls at the tum of the century, has also 
presented her perspective of the Island society. 

, \' 
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• Colonial1sm Impl1e s a certain way of Hfe which ls here 

defined by Raymond Kennedy, the anthropologlst. It is dis~in-

guished by flve characteristics: (1) economic dependency; 

(2) pol1t1cal dependency; (3) under-de~eloped social services; 

(4) l1mited social interaction between natives and ruling class; 

(5) color Une (quoted by Frucht 1967:2-3), It is withLn this 

context that the history and present socio-economic position 

IJ 
of Nevis must be understood. 

A Nevis ECODOIDY and Society to 1962: Si Brief Svnopsis 

Nevis was first colonized in 1628 by a party of small 

cultivators from I~. Kltts. Later, large slave populations from 

West Africa were lmported 1oto the Island, where their labor was 

exploited 10 the product1on of sugar cane. 

Sugar cane remained the main c~sh crop on Nevis until the 

introduction of a central factory in St. Kltts in 1912. As costs of 

production lncreased and profits decl1ned, sugar cane was super-

\ 'J 

ceded by Sea Island cotton in an attempt to bolster the sagging 

plantation economy. The growers and marketers of this cash crop, 

however, contlnued to experience capital los ses , with the excep-

tion of the two World War years when monetary ret\J,n1s met favo-

rable increases. Alter World War II, the production of cotton again 

.' decllned, to the point where today tbat former cash crop provides 

• negllglble profits to the Nevlslan economy. 



-28 , 

• Nevis was establlshed as a plantation colony for purposes 

of providing sugar cane, and later cotton to the metropol1tan 

countries of Great Britain and Canada. As many Caribbean 

scholars (such as Beckford 1972a; Best 1967; G. -Lewis, a Welsh 

scholar at U.P.1. 1968; and Williams 19,.t4, 1970) have expla1ned, 

the 'vagaries of the international cash crop market must be acknow-

ledged in order to comprehend the particular historY of former and 

" present plantation societies. 

The social and economlc history of NevIs can be perceived 

i~ terms of four key changes in the productive processes, each of 

which occurred as a result of "social and economic forces origina-

ting outside the Island society" .(Frucht 1966:90). 

The tirst change was a shift in the organization of produc-

tion from that of plantation slave labor to plantation free labor. 

The reason for this transition was the declaratlon of emanclpation 

by Britain ln 1834. 

(' J The second change was a shlft ln the organizatlon of pro-

. . .. 
ductlon !rom that of plantation gang labor to that of sharecropplng, 

wbëre the household became the major productlve unit. This 

change occurred in the 1840s, as a result of the "s carclty of 

capital brought on by the commercial crises ln England, and' the 
~ 

• decllne of the cane sugar market" (op.clt.:6). 

.. 
~',. 
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The third change was the shlft from plantations to small 
" 

plots of land, that 15 from latifundia to m1n1fundi~. Thls transi­

tion was due to the depresslon ln the muscovado sugar and Sea '.> 

Island cotton markets which dominated Nevis economy. As the 

Nevlslan planter class real1zed continued losses, most either 

deserted their estates or sold them to the colonial adminlstrators 

for the Island (that ls the Crown). This perlod of economlc 

recession and depression in the 19305 was aiso one of strife and 

revoIt by workers in both the metropol1tan and Colonized countries • 

By creating a landed pea santry, Britain hoped to prevent simllar 

uprls1ngs in Nevis. Consequently, the recently acquired Crown 

J land was dlvlded Into small holdings and solde This cO~!nued 

untU 1939 when a program for the long-term rentaI of ,three-acre 

. plots was instlgated. For this reason, the St. Kltts govemment 

owns more land on Nevis than any other single holder (see 

Appendix 1). 

The fourth change in the organizatlon of production is that 

whlch 15 occurrlng at present, whlch 15 the shlft to lncreaslng 

-non ... production of cash crops. The reason:~ for thls present posl'" , 
c 

tiqn are: the 105s of world markets for sugar cane and Bea Island 

cptton; the emlgratlon of ~vlslans. to Brltaln, Canada, United 
1 

States, and the U • S. Virgln Islands in search of employmenti and 

the.subsequent recelpt of remlttances by Nevislans. This may 
Il . 

, .,. 
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render their submlssion to cash crops flnlshed, but not thetr depen-

dence on the metropol1tan countr1es for employment and subsequent 

remittance s • 

DepressIon, market fallures, competition among 
colonies, together wlth industrIal1zatlon and urbanlza­
tion ln the metropol1tan countrles force colonial peoples 
off the land, out of the colonies ,and lnto new proletarlan 
sltuaUoQ,s • The transformation from dependehce upon 
agriculture to dependénce upon rernittances ls made 
(1bId:92) • 

B : Neyis Economy and Society Today 

SUgar Çane ) 

Durlng Frucht's resldence in Nevis in the early 1960s, sugar 

cane still provlded some incorne for Many Nevlsian fanners. Taday 

that ls no longer the case; the St. Kitts govemment stopped pur-

.-chastng cane from Nevls1an growers ln 1969 (see Table 4). 

The reasons for this were: the hlgh cost of shIpplng the 
. 

sugar cane by barge froIii~Nevls to the central sugar factory 10 

St. Kitts; the low qual1ty cane which usually resulted from Ws 

transport; the dominant depresslon 10 the international suger lDilIket. 

The St. Kitts government declared tbat the uaprof1tab1l1ty of Nev1-

slan cane d1d not warrant 1ts continuec:t purchase. Needless to 
\} #' 1 

'note, tb1s dècIs10n d1d l1We to ham.per the alreàdy atratned,relat1ons 

bet.,.e.n the goyernment and the Nev1stan larmer • 

r 
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< TABLE 5 

Production of cash crops on Nevis 
. .. 

CANE 
• 
~ ~ (8. W.1. currency) 

$ 

1963 2100 14,631.80 

1964 2002 14,015.66 

1965 1111 ) Il,914.53 

1966 2075 ~4,521.16 

1967 1418 10, 113 ~831 

1968 814 5,909.29 

1969 914 6,811.18 

Last priee paid was $7.00 per ton in 1969. The govemment 
has sinee stopped purchasing cane from Nevisians as they 
say. the cost of transport to the central factory in St. Kitts 
15 too ~xpel)slve. 

~QIIQH 

ÏSL Clean at $0.24/lb. Staln. at $0. 03/lb. 
lbs. Lbs. 

1966 • 213,26~ no figures 

1961 105,141 no figures 

1968 141,369 7,189 

1969 59,028 3,114 

1910 16,710 150 

Priee per lb. of clean see&-cotton has dro~ped substantially: 
ln 1958 at $0.38/lb; ln 1960 at $O.2S/lb; in 1961 at $O.30/1b; 
10:1962 at $O.28/lb; in 19l0.at SO.24,1Jb. Tbe newpr1ce 
proposed by tbe govemment for 1972 18 $O.40/lb. 

, , 
; 

, 
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Cotton 

Unlike sugar cane, Bea Isfand cotton continues to be grown 

as a cash crop, although 1t offer~scant remuneraUon at pre'sent. 
1 

The plant, w1th 1ts long staple, produces a strong smooth fabric, 

1 

highly praised for its prime qual1ty. Although both the productivity 

of cotton and the price received, have decl1ned ln the past de cade , 

the St. Kitts Department of Agrlculture has recently announced Us 

lntent~~ ... to "prbmote the production of Bea Island cotton on Nevis". 

" ~ ;, 

The Permanent Secretary for the Department of Agriculture, 

dlscussed the proposed program for cotton production on Nevis, 

and the reasons for its reviva!. The lnitial project involves the 

cultivation of 12 acres of cotton on each of !ive gov'emment estates, 

culmlnating in a total of 60 acres under cotton production. Each 

estate employs one woman per acre to seed, weed, and pick the 
" 

cotton, hence a total of 60 women are requ1red. Private cultivation 

is also encouraged. For the grower the price to be paid per pound 

of clean seed-cotton ls $0.40, conslderably h1gher than the 1970 

paid price of $0.24 per pound. It Is intended that this hlgh priee 

wUI serve as an inducement for the Nevlsian farmer to grow cotton. 

A number c;?f tarmers with whom 1 spoke plan to produce the ClOp 

agame 

/ 
-----l" , .... 
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The cotton d:self Is consldered a triple purpose plant. First 1 

the cotton bolls are brought to the Nevis Cotton Glnnery, whlch is 

belng restored to meet the increased production. Second, the hlgh 

proteln content of the cotton plant warrants Its use as feed for the 

expandlng cattle enterprise on Nevls. Thtrd, the 011 Is ta be 

• extracted tram the cotton seed. If enough cott~~~wn, It Is 

hoped that the seed oil may serve ta re-actlvate the output of oU 

for export ta other West Indlan Islands. 

Llvestock 

Wlthln the last de cade , the Department of Agrlculture 1 s 
.J 

l1vestock enterprlse has expanded. In partlcular the breeding of 

cattie of the Senepol and ~ stock has been emphaslzed in order 
1 

to meet the increased dernand for local meat consumptlon. That 

there are a growing nu~er of people tram Nevls and St. Kitts 

'wUling ta pay the hlgh cost of Imported frozen and fresh meat ls 

attested ta ln the Government Digest of StAUsUcs for 1969, whlch 

Indlcates a distinct Increase ln frozen meat consumption for the 

state. (See Table 6, below). 

Llvestock production at the Government estates of Maddens 

and Indian Castle, was 1nltially establ1shed ta provlde fOI' a local 

and export market. On the basls of stock inventories taken ty the 
1 

Department of Agriculture, however, llvestock production does DOt ' 

33 
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warrant justiflcaUon as an important agricultural endeavor. This ls 

verifled by the figures ln Table 1 whlch reveal the decl1ne in export 

of animais chlefly for food. Perhaps large-scale l1ves~ock produc-

tion mlght also. be re-actlvated by the govemment. 

Year 

1964 

1965 

196t>" 

1961 

1968 

~ 

TABLE 6 

Frozen Meat ConsumpUon ' 
for St. Kitts and Nevls 

Quantlty Value 
lbs. 000 $000 E.G. 

105 47 

109 54 

115 69 

109 70 

139 83 

Gov't Digest of Statlstics for 1969. 

Year 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1961 

1968 

TABLE 1 

Export of AnimaIs from St. Kltts-Nevls 
Chlefiy for food 

Quantlty Value 
Number $OOO·E.~ -

1000 43 

1558 13 

1000 16 

852 ~ 59 

221 29 

Gav't.DIGest of StaUsUcs for 1969. 

/ 
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The introduction of large-scale llvestock" production and the 

re-emergence of cotton employ only a ~e 19 e ercentage of .,. 

Nevis' 12,000 population. (Actual figures for persans employed 

in these aqricultural pursults are not available.) -

Glemment mlnlste~s have suggested that 1t 1. Imperatlve 
\ , 

that Neviy develop a viable economy emanat1~g from agricultural 

dlverstfl<kuon and the establishment of ancUlary industrles. 
\/'"'-

However re ent endeavors ta promote agricultural scheme s seern 

c;lc>t:mI éi to fa ilure • 

Cade s Bay Co-oœratlve 

For e~mPle, the Agriculture Department 'on Nev Is rmpted 

to establ1sh a co-operatlve development at Cades Bay, whlch Is an 

,J agricultural station ln St. Thomas Lowland parish. The abject was 

the rentaI of five to ten acre plots ta Nevislan farmers, for purposes 

of produclng market provisions and hlgh qual1ty cattle and sheep. 

On paper this venture seemed feas1ble, but ln practlce appeared 

unllkely to succeed. The reasons for thls were not overwhelm1ng. 

One of the two organizers of the project was transferred to St. Kitts, 

with no suitable replacement to continue his work; the other man 

con1inued to be. overburdened, not only wlth chronic Ul health, but 
.-

wlth addltiona,tagilcultural matters. The secretary-treasurer of the 

FaI11lers Co-op, the man in charge of a1l the bureaucratie detalls, 

.. " 
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recently emlgrated to pursue the prlesthood. The rema1ning members 

of the Co-operatlve have elther emigrated or are pJ~nn1ng to, in the ' 

hopes of obta1ning more lucrative employment outslde Nevls. 

Thus, government transferrals, low wage s, and em1gratlon 

ultlmately prevent the materlal1zatlon of feaslble agricultural expe-
• 

rlments. 

Market Produce 

Although ca,sh crops have met their demlse, there ls no eVi-

dence to conclude, that the Island ls completely non-productivE:'. 

Most production on Nevis, however, is confined to the cultivatlon 

of market garden produce and ground proVisions deslgned malnly for 

the home market. Former !igricultural actlvity focused prlmarlly on 

cash crop production of cane and cotton for eXPort to the metropol1-

tan countries. Present'1lgricultural production caters to an internaI 

market based on food crops. 

The actual production of food crops has e~r1enced setbacks 

due toa number of factocs. The major factor was the profound effect 

of the 1970 s1nklng of the nChrlstena·., the ferry whlch operated 

~ 

daUy between St. Kltts and Nevis. As one Rawlins' turnhafui 

recounted, "the better part of the people die out ln the dl sa ster • 

" 

.. 
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1 Q. 

,We uS:d to turIÙland i~ St. ~tts but no twnhandllng now ft. * 

Most of those who previously sold their produce to turnhands 

in Nevis to sell in St. Kitts, no longer do so, sinee few market 

people will travel by ferry to St. Kitts. Also, the production of 

market fruits and vegetables in St. Kitts has reeently lncreased to 

the point where sorne Qf this produee ls being sold in the Charlestown 

market in Nevis. Reportedly related to this ls the underselling on 

the part of the gove ent agrleultural depot, of market produee 'f1 

Flnally, the ehronic water shortage 

on Nevis serves to aggravate e market sltuation. 

Because ~erisians seldom vary the variety of fruits and vege­

tables grown on ~ Island, the Charlestown market overflows wlth 

yams, potato vines, pumpkin, bananas, and breadfruit. In the mld 

1960s, !!le U • S. VJrgln Islands imported these starchy foodstuffs to 

feed their huge al1en popu~ation. With the~at10nal1zatlon of jobs, 

however, and the subsequent deportatlon of many of these workers, 

* A turnhand 15 a man or woman who buys produee from the actual 
growers, but who does not grow the produee. The turnhand elther 
sells ln the market, or prlvately to another market vendcr. Normally, 
a turnhand operates as the lntermediary between Nevls and St. Kltts. 
On the other hand, a hl0g1er 1'8 a grower who travels directly wlth 
the produee to sell in Nevis or St. Kitts. The polnt here, however, 
15 that everyone knows what everyone else ls dOing. For, ln a 
marglnal economy J1ke that of Nevls, the market complex creates 
bath employment and sorne sinall Income for everyone. For further 
~ , 

dlscu~slon of this po~nt, see M. Katzln 1959, ~960i S. Mlntz 1958, 
'" and S. Mlntz and D. Hall 1960 • > , 

~ 0 
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the need for subjtanUal quantit1es of cheap", starchy foodstuffs ... 
ceased. It has been four years slnce" Nevls exported these crops. 

Yet the Agricultural Department offers no guldlng alternatives. " , 

Because the Nevlslan farmer recelves nelther financlal nor tech-

nlcal assistance, he is reluctant to e.xperiment on his own, -especlallY' since crop fallure ls not subsldlzed. 

These many.setbacks tend to l1mit the scale of the internaI 

market.. on Nevis, but do not prevent people trom growlng food crops, 

as we"wlll see for Rawl1ns. More people are producLng in Rawl1ns, 

but on a smaller scale. 

Since ~he May 1971 State electlon, wlth the Labor party 

'," 

again in power, the Mlnistry of Agriculture now Includes both a 

riew mlnlster and permanent secretary, the latter a former Nevlsian. 

Both of these men real1ze the deterioration of large-scale agricul-

38 

\ 

tural activity' on Nevls and express their deslre to rectlfy that situation. 

(Further admInistrative changes now require aU agricultural o~eJS to 

stlbmIt written reports on those agrlcultural affairs under thetr jurisdlctlon.) 

Tourlsm ,r' 

, 

The alteknatlve to agrIculture that ls belng promoted wlthln 

the last decade ls tourlsm_. Contrary to the 'speculations of 

H. Zinder and assoclates (1969), however, tourism ls on the wane 
~ 

ln the West Indles. EspecLally the case for the last tbJ:ee years, 
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this decl1ne is due to a number of factors. Competition with Euro-
'P 

pean sun spots· that advertise substanUally lower rates than their 

\ ,;::arlbbean counterparts. attraèt potent ... l tourtsts to Europe. AIr 

travel to Europe is cheaper than t<> the Caribbean; ~ices in most 
1 

\l 
West Indian hotels are exorbitant compared to their equlvalents in 

Europe. 

b 

Another det~rrent to the tourist trade in the Caribbean is the . 

economic recesslon in the United States and Canada. Tourists are 

cancelling their "hol1day to the Sun" for lack of funds. 

Also the vlol~!lce whlch has erupted in Carlbbean vacation 

paradlses has stlf1ed sorne enthuslasts who percelved the West 

Indles as a "vacation from vlolence". 

39 

Other factors such as low-key advertising, poor air facUit1es, 

{ 
and infrastructural underdevelopment have aIl comb~ed to leave 

Nevis wlth two tourist havens temporarUy closed, four others in dire 

flnanclal stress, one barely breaklng even, and one moderately 

successful. This last one, incldentally, was the oo1y large tourist 
, ' 

venture owned and operated by a Nevlslan. At their peak, tbese 

tourist lodglngs May have employed a total of 200 people, w1th 

perhaps an add1tlonal 35 employed ln aS80clated bus~sses such 

as car rentaIs and taxi services • 

.. 

-
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Related to tourism and accruing a few more dollars to the eco-

noow ls the growtng al1en population of Americans, Canadlans, and 

British. The actual construction of the homes of these wlnter resl-

dents and retirees employs approximately 20 people over a period of 

six to twelve months. The cost per home varies, from a minlmum of 

$40,000 to, ln the case of one Carlbbean hldeaway, $200,000. The 
r 

average staff operating ln these opulent home s ls about two people , 

per home, culmlnatlng ln the total employment of over 200 Nevlslans. 

Although the competition, for these Jobs ls Herce, 'there 15 an unwrltten 

law whlch prevents the hirlng of any person not l1vlng ln that partlcu-

" lar parish where the ,hou se or hotel ls situated. 

Not aIl Nevls1ans are dlstressed over the decl1ne ln tourlsm. 

As one Nevlslan farmer states: 

Tourism ls goOO for the chauffeur. But tourlsm 
get sorne people to bum the white people to see what 
they could get off them. Sorne people say tourlsm bad 
because they don't get no money. Sorne people come 
and expect to be carry by tourlsts. We need some In­
dustry, not tourlsts~ 

AlternatiVe Emplovment QpportuoJ.tles 

The only other viable employment 'prospects are wlth the 

govemment as clvil servants, teachers, or medlcal staff. The 

govemment remalns the largest slngle employer on Nevis. But, as 

there are a greater number of appl1cants tban jobs, qual1f1ed 

Nevls1ans remain unemployed on the Island, or leave for émployment 

" 
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off the lsland. Even those who are h1red as teachers or clerks often 

perceive thetr jobs as only temporary, as a means of obta1nlng the 

necessary funds for emlgration. A young NevlsLan clerk recounts that 

"there 15 no money or future, ~n Nevls. 1'11 stay untU 1 can eam 
) 

enough to leave Il • 

Although the construction trade offers some employment oppor-

, tunlties, these jobs are characterLstLca.1ly ~en1a1 and low payLng. 

(For government non-establlshment worker's wage rates see Appen-
, 

dix II). AlthOUg~lmUm wage.ls $0.45 per hour, many labou­

rers recelve only $0.30 an hour. A Nevisian house bullder who 

heads his own construction fLrm defends hls refusaI of a raLse 1n 

wages to one of his more permanent employees: 

That' s aU he' s worth--he thLnks he ln the 
Virgln Islands. There are Many waltlng for hls 
job. He won 't Und other work on Nevls. 1 glve 
him work and he see s a pay day. 

Thus, like most Tbird World countr1es, the hlgh unemployment on 
~ 

Nevis (the figures for which are elther unknown or unavaUable) ls 

used to advantage by pr1vate employers. 

Llght In,dustry 

During the past de cade , a small number of 11ght industries 

bave been establ1shed on Nevis. The owners of these compenies 

are either wealth)' Amerlcans or upwardly mobile Havislan bus1ness-

men and polltlcLans. "CarlbefiJ' Clothe s", owned and operated by 



• 

• 
, .. 

.. 

42 

an Amerlcan woman, employs s1xt:een wornen to cut and sew rela-
1 

tlvely expensive garments for export to specialty shops 10 Puerto 

Rlco, U .S. Virgin Islands, and the Unlted States. An average d~ss 

ls sold at between $30 and $60 U .S. or $60 to $120 8.W .1. Most 

of the profit accrues to the Amerlcan owner. Apprentlce sewers and 

stitchers earn $14 B.W.I. per week, wodlng from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

five days a week. Experienceri workers are paid by the plece, with 

sorne earn10g $ 60 B. W • 1. a week. In order to earn thl s comparatively 

high wage, however 1 plece work must he brought home. Thus some 

sewers are actually worklng 15 hours a day. 

The "Nevls Ju-C 80tt11ng Plant" ls a partly Nevlslan own~ 

endeavor whlch employs approxlmately 15 people. The other owner 

ls an Antiguan who Jprovides. the formula, bottles and machlnery for 

the plant 1 whlch produces 30 dozen bottles of soft drlnks a day. 

Wages are in accordance with the standard govemment laborer' s 
1 

wage. 

"The West Indlés Developrnent Company" ls owned by an 

Amerlcan and ls managed by an American and. a Nevls1an. The com-

pany operates a schooner for lobster f1shlng and a cold storage 

factory for storlng the lobster, fish 1 and local beef fer expert. No 

. more than 15 Nevlslans are employed by thls company • 

• l 
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"Assoc1ated Bulld1ng &tpp!tes" makes concrete blocks and 

other such products for the lsland. Owned by Nev1sians and operated 

bya white man from Saba, the plant employs less than 10 NevlslansO>. 

AlI private enterpr1ses wh1ch settle in Nevis are offered tax 

concessions for a period up to ten years. Thus, these enterprlses 

accrue few financ1al rewards for the economy of Nev1s, and fewer 
j 

employment opportunlt1e s for the people of the island. 

Emlgration 

_ With employment opportunlUes bleak, and wages low, Nevl-, , , 
--'\ 
siàns continue to emigraté. Although actual em1graUon figures for 

the lsland are unavalIable, Frucht complled figures for the village 

of Rawl1ns a decade ago, which ln comparlson with my figures 

reveal that emlgratton ls Increasing. (See Chapter-3) 

It ls a commonplace that those Nevlslans who do Und employ-
4 

• !:< 

mer:tt elsewhere, 'Ben~ portions of their pay home. A decade ago, 

Frucht descr1bes Nevis as lia soclety dependent upon remlttances 

(1966: 189)". He postulates, however, that the lsland's remlttance ,. , 

c 

economy ls in Jeopardy due to Immigration legislatton and the 

naUonal1zaUon of Jobs ln prospecttve countrle s of employment. 

Binee Fruch~',s study, the Commonwealth Immigration Act , ' 

has Deen rat1fled ln ~r1taln, wh1ch ÜlcluEles qual1flcat10n~gardlng 

\ 'It •. 
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the level of skUl, or a ssurance of employment for prospective 

• 
immigrants 0 Inflafion and 'unemployment have also Increased in 

Britain. as well as the social and economlc discrimination wh1ch 

Black and Colored irilmlgrants suffer. 

In Aruba, a West Indlan Island wherè a number of Nevls1ans 
l 

had found hlghly remunerative employment, jobs have been nat1~­

lized due to thé automation of their oU reflneries. This drastically 

red,:!ced employment. The natlonalization of jobs ln the U 0 S 0 

Virgin Islands (another important terminus for immigration) has 

also resulted ln restrictions on West Indian Immigrants LncludLng 

'" rVisianso 

The government D1gest of Statistics for 1969 Ind1cates that 

there has ~en a decline in migration to the U 0 S. V1rgin Islands 

and Brlta1n 0 T,h1s slump, however, has been met by an lncrease 

in emigrants to the United States and Canada. Thls situation for . 

44 

Nevis 15 s1mUar to that of other West Indian islands dependent on 

emigratlon for the Important 1 remittances sent home. According ~ . , 

Lowenthal, 

in th~ 19505 the tide o( emigratlon turned 
toward Europe. 0\. the late 1960s witnessed a renewed 
flow into the U • So and Canada. 

Wlth major outlets in West Europe closed, 
West Indians have tumed agaln to Canada whlch 
has absorbed thousands of islanders and to the 
United States. American resident visas fer Jamalcans 
alone rose trom 5000 ln 1966 to 17,000 ln 1968; and 
3000 Jamalcans a year emigrate to Canada. (1972: 218) 

\ 
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/ 

The actual number of Nevisians that emigrate to Canada 1 the United 

States and Britain respectively 1 are either unknown C?r unavailable 

since they are incorporated into statistics for the State as a whole • 

Nevisians, like other West Indian emigrants 1 may be obtaining 
, . 

employment, not necessarUy the type they would take at home; but 
/ 

at wages often far greater than that which could be earned at home. 

Drawbacks in the metropolltan countries, such as racism,' high living 

expenses-, pOOl' living conditions, llttle job protection* and wages 
/ 

below par, do not deter the emigrant where high unemployment and 

low wages at home leave llttle alternatives for him. Perennial but 

menial employment opportunities May be expected to continue for 

~ the. migrants wh~se labor is perpetually exploited by the metropoH­

tan companies. 

This is Ulustrated in a Canadian Press article that appeared 

in the July 19 edit10n of the "Barbados Adv~cate". It stated that .. 
West Indians were being brought into Canada to pick fruit in the 

Niagara Valley, worlc which Canadians refused to do for such low 

wages. The impllcations of this situation for Nevis are: Nevis 

will continue to malntain itself on remittances untU such Ume as 

the, govemment is financially able to offer a viable program for 

economlc development such as one centred around the implementa-, 
,.J 

tion of labor-lntenslve agrlcultural and anclllary industries that_, 
\ -. 
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would pro Ide, ln the words of a Nevlslan dlgnltary "a sense of • 

prlde ln ulllng thls country up by Its bootstraps". 

The actual àrnount of money that ernigrants are sending to 

famÙy and friends ln NevIs cannat be calculated, for many reasons. 

ge amounts of money are sent directIy through the mails, some- \ 

es by regi1;tered mail, but often through ordlnary f1rst-cla~s post. 

/Frequently, remittance s are sent home by way of friends and rela-

1 
1 tives on vacation. Also, sorne Nevisians send money: to thelr 

accounts in St. KiUs 1 Montserrat 1 or Antigua. The reason for 
, . 

remltting money to banks in the latter two Islands ls to prevént 

the St. Kitts government from realizing their true income for tax 

purposes • 

The managers of Barclays Bank Nevis and the Nevis Co-opera-

tive B~nk stated that Nevisians tended to send remittances to bank 

accounts in either of these two banks. Both bank managers were 

able to compile the amount of remittance s sent to the banks ln the 1ast 

three years. Figures from these two banks, plus postal money omers, 

revealed that in 1970 at least $3,274,582 B.W.!. was sent to Nevls. 

In 1969, $2,485,658 was remitted and ln 1968 Just .er $2,000,000 

WdS sent. (The bank mana'gers also stated that the f,lgures for 1968 to 

1970 were derived from monles remitted to savlngs accounts and not 
S' 
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checking accounts, and thus did not Include monies receLved by 

.. 
Nevisian businessmen ln transaction with thelr foreign counterparts.) 

Although these figures indlcate a signlflcant increase from 

Frucht· s figure of $ 500 ,000 B. W • 1., derived frorn postal and money 

orders ten years ago, 1t must be recognlzed that at that Ume no 

banks existed in Nevis. Consequently, as Qne bank manager noted, 

more remittances were sent to banks in St. Kltts. 

Although th~se figures may appear hlgh ln proportion to the 

population of Nevis, 1t must be noted that in many instances 

remittances constituted the/main incorne source for sorne Nevi-

slans. Not aIl Nevlsians with whom 1 spoke were suprised at these 

remlttance fLgure s, as the recollections of a prominent Nevisian 

poHticLan revealed. A peas&nt woman entered the Nevis Co-op 

Bank and remaLned 'after closLng hours. The pol1tician, who wcrked 

ln the bank, thought that she wanted elther a favor or a ride home, 

--ïbut she said that she Just wanted to change her money (from B. W .1. 

to E.C.).* Expecting to change Just a few notes, the polLtLcian 

agreed to her wish. The peasant woman ul'lwrapped a bundle and 

In a~her instance, an electricLan who was installlng elec­

tri' Lty poles, was preparing to d,1g in a spot when a man lnstructed 

r EoC 0 Ir the abbrevlatlon for Eastern Carlbbean 'currency 0 

'\ . ~J 
/' 
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\ ' 
hlm to stop. After the electrician explained his purpose, the man 

asked fcr a few minutes grace whereupon he proceeded to dig up his 

cache. 

Material Chame;i in LLfe Style 

Within the last de cade the rlsing amount of remlttances received 

by many Nevisians has inltlated a quantitative and qualitative change 

in the number of material goOOs beln9 imported Into some Nevislan 

homes and buslnesses. Over thls periOO there has been a substan-

tial increase in the acquIsition of automobiles; ln the erection of , 

cement or partlally cement homes; in the addition to, Qr renovation 

of exlstlng homes; and in the subscr1bers to electriclty; water and 

telephone. 

As Table 8 indicates, the number of households whlch have 

either buHt new homes or,apded to exlsUng ones, has doubled in bath 

cases. Table 9 reveals that the number of new vehicles registered 

on Nevis sinee 1964 has risen from 281 to 447. This does not include 

those reglstered before that date 1 nor the many new vehicles deslgned 
'~, . 

for Nevis which have been reglstered in St. Kltts. 

\ 

• 
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.1963 , 

1964 

1 

~ 
1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1 • 1969 

19,70 

Source: 

• J 

• 

TABLE 8 

); 
Hou81ng and Home Improvement on Nevis 

1963 - 1970 

. - Work done Number of 
Households '. 

addition 16 
erection 16 

" 

addltion 16 
erection 13 

addltion 13 
erectlon 1 

.' addltion 15 
erection 7 

no figures 

addition 18 
erectlon 21 

addition 28 
erection 24 

~ddlt1on 31 
erectlon 38 

Dept. of Hea1th, Nevis. 
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1 TABLE 9 J 

New Vehlcles Registered 

--
Nymb~[ Qf MW: ï~b1çllHI 

~ reglstered on Neïls 

1964 281 

1965 e 322 • 

1966 345 

1967 344 

1968 370 

1969 402 

1970 447 

Source: Charles~own PolLce Dept. 
, .... r, 

l'Jo. .­
~'\..: .. "--

\ Y."" "-
Discussions with grocery and hardware store managérs indlcate 

that wlthin the last decade, there has been an increase in the con­
\ 

sumptlon of foodstuffs such as mllk. margarine. poultry, frozen meat. 

chee se , alcOOol and cigarettes; as well as in the purchase of commo- ' 

ditles such as radios,. refrtgerators, and stoves. 

1 

Thus one may speculate that there has been a rlse ln the stan- ~ 

,~ of.l1ving for some Nevls1ans i thls ls not to say as Frucht suggested, { 

that there may be an lncreased Dellt bourgeols style of lUe on the 
) 

lsland. It can only allude to the classic situation where some people 
- ~) (> 

cODs1der theu materlallot lmproved, and where others attest to a 
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worsening of materlal conditions • 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

197Q 

o 
TABLE 10 

Land LltlgatloQ. in Nevis, 
... 

From January, 1961 to ,Augus~, 1971 

Nature of Llt1qatlon 

right to the land purchased. 

none. 

none. 

none. 

money owlng on chattel hou se • 

1) money not paid for land; 
2) money owlng for land; 
3) money owlng for land. 

wrongfully holding tenancy of premlses. 

l1tlgaUon concerning sale of land. 

~ 
declaratlon that plaintiffs entltled 
to freehold property and premlses. 

1) loss of contract fOI' purchase and 
sale of lot of land;-

51 

\ 

'2) . money owlng on chattel bouse. ~ 

1971 1) order to parttUon lands between 
famUy membersi 

2) money owlng on purchase of house: 
3) money owing on purchase of land. 

Source: Court Records for Nevis. 
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Land LitlgaUon 

In Nevis, land may be obtalned through rentaI, purchase or 

inheritance. There are two ways ln which the land may be inherlted. 

(1) A wUI May designate the he1r(s) to a speciuc p~ece of land; or 

~ (2) the entire famUy may jointly inperit the land. This latter type 

is referred to as famUy land and a11 have equal rlghts to it. Any 

confl1ct of lnterests over utllization of famUy land may, if unresolved, 

lead to court action. 

Frucht suggested that with a slowdown ln emlgraUon, land 

.. would be Increaslngly used as a commodlty rather than as a means 

'\ 

of production. Together with the retum of emigrants and an Increase 

ln land-buyers and speculators, there would be a greater incidence 

of litigation over rlghts to, and ownership of, land. Thus an lncrease 

ln land litigation May be expected to coinclde wlth a decrease ln 

emigraUon. 

Table 10 indicates that there ls little court action over land. 

These flndings may be expected if emlgration has Increased over the 

last decade. This would suggest then, that the ownership of family 

land n;malns unchallenged, if famUy members continue to migrate. 

Pol1tlcal Change 00 Nevis 

There have been four sign1flcant pol1tlcal changes on. Nevis 

(see Ayearst 1960, HaU 1971, Kelslck 1960, and Q'!ibughlln 1968). 

/ 

\ 



• 

\ 

In 1866 the island was made a Crown"Colony. In 1871, Nevis was 

Integrated with neighboring Islands ta form the Leeward Islands 

Federation. In 1882 the Presidency of St. Kitt~-Nevis-Angullla 

came Into being. The Associated 'State of St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 

was inaugurated in 1967. At thls time also, the Local Government 

Act~s ratified in arder that the peoples of Nevis and Anguilla be 

given more autonomy in the implementation of social and economlc 

programs for their respective Islands. 

In 1970 Anguilla seceded from the three-lsland State to be 

'governed directly by the British Government as a Crown Colony. 

Although thls act of British Interference strained relationshlps with 

other Independent West Indian states, there are those ln Nevis who 

endeavor to follow the same course taken by AnguUI~ 

Basseterre, St. KiUs houses the present eleven seat State 

Leglslature, wlth St. Kitts allowed 8 representattves, Nevis 2, and 

AnguUla formerly 1. Various Nevisian independence ~ctions have 

-

53 

been In1t1ated in the past, for purposes of presentLng a viable alter-

native to the St. Kltts regime. These have falled to gamer enoug~ 

,financial or civLc support to secede from St. Kitts. 

Although the St. K1tts Labor PartY swept ta vlctory on Its own 

lsland, It failed to reta1n the one seat It contested on,Nevis. MOI'e-
, , 

over 1 this seat was won by the Névls RefOrmation Party, another 

r 
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movement wlth secessionist intentlons. The other Nevisian seat was 

retained by a perennlal favodte, a member of the St. Kitts opposition 

People' s Action Movement. 

The other tmportant seeessionist party to form in Nevis was the 

United National Movement, estabUshed ln 1960. By 1967 , the leader 

of the U. N. M • had aecepted a cabinet position offered by the Labor 

fmYto offset the inroads that P.A,M. had made in Nevis. 

The Nevis Local Couneil elections that occurred ln Deeember 

191"treeorded a v1etory for the N,R,P. with a majorlty win of flve 

of the seven seats, The remainder were won by an Independent and 

a Labor supporter. A surprise 1,n these eleetlons was the d&eat of 

the recently elected State representative W 0 also held the post of 

chalrman of the Nevis Local Couneil. Although this partlcular pol1ti-

clan was popular, Nevislans eomplained that he was "leaning too 

close to Labor n
, Nevisians also elalmed that they did not want a 

Klttitlan party ~ be it the rull; tabor Party or P .A. M, 1 to repre sent 

thetr lnterests. "We need a Nevls man for Nevis Il was the way one 

man expla1ne d the situation. 

It ls unllke ly that the N. R • P. will procure the power to steer 

Nevis lnto the secessionist waters of AnguUla, Crltlclsms labelle<! 

at the party by NevisLans are: laek of proper leederllhlp; frlction 

within the party hlerarchy: and uncertalnty over the articulation of 

• 
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relat1.ons wlth'1$. Kitts. Moreover, once the excitement of elections 

ceases, 50 too does the interest in the Party. Also, if past actions 

are any indication, the St. KUts Labor Party wUI probably co-opt the 

N.R.P. representative by offering hlm a cabinet position. 

In the final analysis, secesslonist intentions will faU predicts 

one Nevlsian farmer: 

Trouble 15, Nevisians don't hold together like 
Angul11ans. Angulllans 1 like one they aJl say; but 
not the Nevisians. Nevlslans don't l1nk together. 
Angu1l1ans whatever one say-aH ~ 

The support for the St. Kltts LabO[ Party has waned on Nevis 

due to sorne factors outside the flnancial capabUltles of an under-

developed economy that contlnues to be explotted irom colonial 

Urnes to the present. As a Nevislan taxi-driver argued to hls anti-

Labor passenger: 

Nevisians must work hard for the future of Nevis, 
and mustn't blame aU Nevisian problems on the Govem-

~, ment. Sorne people expect thlngs too fast and don't 
expect to work for them. 'When things bad ln the U. S. 
or Britain, they bad here, and Labor can 't help that. 

As sources of confllct remaln, however, pol1t1cal anl-

mosity between the two Islands wUI continue. Unemployment , low 

wage s, agrlcultural decHne, infra structural deterloration (ln the 

r~ds and water supply) 1 and rise ln cost of living acerbate the 

Nevislans to accuse th~ St. Kitts govemment o~ withholdlng funds 
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• --- for progresSe That the St. Kltts government has nelther the finances 

nor the resources to rectlty these sources of dlscontent on elther 

.Nevis 01" St. K1tts ls obvious. !ts mono-crop sugar cane economy 

domlnated by world sugar markets, can nelther predict profits from 

sugar cane, the sum total of whlch is grown on prlvate plantat1ons, 

nor alleviate the cited problems persIstent ln both of the Island socie-

îles. For the plantation system of St. Kitts "generates serlous , _r 
, , 

resource misallocation Ln the plantation economy, wLth resulting 
/" 

hlgh soc Lai costs tb the socletLes concerned" (Beckford 1972a: 182). 
, 

Social Services on Nevis 

A hospltal, permanently staffed by nurses, nurses' aides, and 

.orderlies. serves the Lsland. There are also a number of heal~h 

centres with qualLfLea nurses ta handle minor medlcal problems. 

Sinee only one doctor l'esides on the Island, his services are seve-

rely pressed; rotafLng weekly visits from doctors ln St. Kttts attempt 

to alleviate the severe physician shortage. Optometrists and dentists 

are avallable ln St. Kltts. 

Educational' facUltles are beginnlng to Improve for Nevlsl8ns, 

although the overcrowded schools, shortage of equlpmènt and teachlng 

personnel aggravate the leamlng situation. There 15 one secondary 

sct1oo1 on the Island, and prlmary schools ln each parlsh. Thus, 

•• 
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• th~re- are facillt1es for aU pupUs between'5 and 14 years of age; 

and free secondary education for puplls who "can benefit from It". 

In 1969, the St. Kltts government establ1shed a teacher traln-

Ing college for the purpose of instructing the present and future 

teachers of the two lslands. In 1971, a technlcal college was , 
. opened to students from the State. 

The British system of education is adhered to as students ln 

their final forms prepare for examlnatLons of the ordinary and advanced 

level G.O.E. , as well as the Royal Society of Arts exams. Although, 

executed ln the Caribbean, the exams are set ln London. The 

Minlster of Education hopes ln the future, however, to adopt an . . 
/t' 

educattona1 scheme specifie tQ the needs and historlcal background 

of West Indian students. 

Clubs and 'SocietLes 

There are three prominent clubs whlch function on Nevis: 

-
Ilie Lions Club, the Junior Chamber of Commerce, and The OddJeUows • 

. 
'There are also two friendly socleties (exp1alned beIQw): The Black 

and White, and The HeaIt and Hand. 

" Recently formed in ,May 1971, '!'he LiQns Club ia a branch of 
i 

Lions InternaUQnal., !ts melnbershlp fees range' from $100 B.W.I • 
• 'JI ' 

üpward a year, and its members eonstttute the upper eehelon of 

Nevls1an society, that 18 the QIder ~nd wealthler Nevlsian men. 

Î 
1 .. 
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The Junior Chamber of Commerce, Jn existence for aver a de~de, 

Is cofnposed of mûch .:younger Nevlslan men and wornen, that is between 
(", 

the ages of 18 to 40, and from the middle and upper Income famUies. 

!ts once exclusive rnembershlp, including no wornen, Is changed. 

Today 1t is a communlty servlce club purportlng to also be a training 

ground for Is1and leaders. 

The Oddfellows, a branch of The International Order of Odd-

fellows, ls over 20 years old. Although It professes to embrace aU 

incorne brackets, Us members are mainly from the middle to upper 

~ 
Incorne group, and are the rnuch older male rnembers of the commu-

• • nit y • The female contlngeftt to this club ls the, The Household of 
, 

.B.YUL. Both lIoffer each other protection and world brotherhood n • 

Unlike the other clubs, their attendance at rneetlngs ls largeJcause 

a fine 10 Imposed on absent members. . ~ 

. . 
Thus these clubs serve as an indication of Status within the 

community. More important 1.,5 that none of these clubs are West 

• Indlan in origln, but rather affUiates of goveming chapters ln the 

metropol1tan-countr1es, partlcularly the United States. By remlttlng 
.. 

monles to the metropolltan clubs for sucb requislte items as dues, 

Insignla; and ot!ter paraphernal1a, the cl~ members ln the neo­

colonies are tnst1l1ed wlth a sense of superlodty over thetr country-

men • 

., 
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The frlendly societies, on the other hand, ultimately derive 

their leadership from counterparts in other West Indian Islands. 

The head of the Heart and Hand society is from St. K.1tts. The 
q \.../" 

frlendly socleUes on Nevls are the oldest clubs on the island. 

Their membership i5 derived from the lo~r incorne brackets, and 

they are men and women of mlddle and old age. The main function 
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of friendly societies 15 to attend funerals of mem~ers; thr Black and 
(. 

. White attire themselves in those col ors and the Heart and Hand wear 

aU white at funerals. The club dues are approxlmately $1.00 a month, 

or "what you can give ". Meetings occur every three months, for 

purposes of recording the dues in the "dues book". Most join a 

friendly society when ill, and the money for dues ls used to help 

rII 

1 , 

, 

1 
the member when slck, and to Insure that the member has a proper 1 

• 

hurlaI. A fine ls irnposed on any member who does not attend a 

funeral of another member. 

ReHgious Affiliation 
1 

There are Many .churches and sects on the 1 sI_and • WhUe most 

Nevislans are formally baptlsed in a.church, it seems that' many frorn 
r 

the 'lower incorne segment hold rnembership in a sect rather than in a 
. 

church. This statement is of course 5ubject to verification, and 

1 
1 

! 
i 

perhaps could focus '~a problem for future _study • that 18 whether J 
incorne and social poslt on affect rel1gious affiliation. Gary Schwattz (n.d.) 

1 
\ ri i 
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ln an unpubl1shed paper presents data to reveal that ln Char1estown, 

the local elltes and successful fanners belong to establ1shed 

churches. 

The establ1shed churches on the Island are the Anglican, 
/}' 

Roman Cathol1c, and .Methodlst. The sects Include the Pllgrlm 

Hol1ness, PUgrlm Brethren, Seventh Day Adventlst, and Jehovah's , , 

Wltnesses. There are also a number of pentecostal groups such as 

the Church of God, and the Bethel Church of Gpd. AU of the sects 

and establ1shed churches are ultimately admlnlstered by their coun-

terparts ln the United States or Brltaln. The pentecostal groups, 
1 .. 

however, can he consldered Independent of the rnetropol1tan 

oountrles, as thetr orlg1ns derlve malnly from other West Indlan 

\- -·(slands. 

. \ 
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Summary 

This chapter has presented a der lPtton of the physical and 

cultural geography of Nevis as weIl a'J a dlscu,ssion of the sooio-
r 

economic position of this former plantation soci~ty. 
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The economy of Nevis Is now dependent on remittances. _ This 

dependenq ls hanily unique 1n ~ Carlbbean (s_~e; for instance 
- .. .. "'" 

J. Crane 1911, and Manners 1965). For the Nevlslan cash crop 

grower, there ls no ~onger a market for sugar cane and cotton meets 

d1sma1 retwns, unless the new agricultural scheme,for 1ts re-lntro-

" 

ducUon proves favorable. Nevis ls not, however, non-produCtive. 

Rather, her production 15 concentrated ln market garden fruits and 
. 

vegetables deslgned for an Internai market • . 

S1nce employm~nt opportunlt1es are negllglble, the Nevls1an 

has llttle alternative but to emlgrate. Emlgration serves as a popu-

latlon valve by regulating the high unemployment on the Jsland. As 

emlgraUon robs Nevis of the MOSt econdmically productive segment , . 
of it8 population, 1t presents grave implications for fut\:JIe 80010-

~," ... , economlc development programs for the Island. Because the govern­

ment ls presently unab1e to offer the ~onetary rewards of the metro-

polltan countries, development schemes llke the Cades Bay Co-op-

erative are doomed to fallure. 

/ 
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Although remittances serve t~i.de the Ne~ISlan-W1th the , , 

neèessaIy cash to malntaln a particular lite style,: they aiso serve 

to perpc::~uate a perenniai rnetropol1tan-sateUlte relaUonshlp wlth 

Great Brttaln, Canada, and the United States •. Nevisian resources 

. in the form of cheap labor contlnue to be explJlted by the metropoHtan . ~ 

countlY. Thls exploitation exists w1thin the rel1gt.ous and social 

sectors of Nevisian society as well, where the mlddle class Nevl-

slan pays alleglance to church and club headquarters ln the metro-

pol1tan countries. 

t f 

/ 

r 

... 

) 

,-

\ 

. .... 
l' 

-, 
1 



• -
~ 
lu 
<1) 

lu 
cr:: 

• • 
.• ~D~()OO _/0.-
.t 

1 

, ' 

(jl 
o 
z 

~l 

r 

L '.-



'. 

; 

• 

64 

\ 

ç 

CHAPTER III 

THE GEtGRAPHY AND POPUlATION àF RAWLINS VILlAGE 

t. 
A Physlcal Geography 

The village of Rawlins ls located ln the parlsh of St. George 

Glngérland. Situated on thè south-east side of Mt. Nevis, Rawl1ns 
, . 

ls located between the 1200 feet and 1000 f~et level of the mountalft. 

Due to the high altitude, Rawl1ns recelves a total annual 

rainfall of between 60 and 80 lnches. The soUs surrounding Rawllns 

are l1thosol contalning the brown-yellow èarths whlch are qulte pro-

ductive (Gordon MerrUl 1958). 

The vUlage of Rawlins may be dlvlded lpto two separate 

settlements, that of Ra~l1ns and Hard Tlme s. Rawl1ns ls the settle-

ment sltuated Just above the 1000 feet level of the mountain whlch 

Frucht studled in 1962 and 1 re-studled. Hard Times ls the recent 

s'ettlement whlch ls sltuated ln the former cane fields of Hard 

Times Estate below the 900 feet level of the motlntaln, (see ~p 3). 
\;..Jo 

For purposes of detenninlng chal1ges in household composition 

and pJl()ductlon ln RawlLns today wlth that of Frucht 1 s worlc nearly ~ 

a decade ago, only the settlement of Rawllns ls to be focused upon. 
1 
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• As Hard 'Times came Lnto existence only Just recently, and much 

after Frucht's study, 1t Is to be consLdered a separate vUlage, 

unless otherwlse lndlcated. 

B Cultu@l Geography 

The majorLty of the 28 inhablted houses in RawHns are located 

along a gravel road whlch stretches over 350 yards. Four foot paths, ',. ~ 

each about 100 felt long emanate from this maln_r6ad; along each 

'" are situated two or three hou se s. The mode of transportation along 

these roads i8 by donkey or foot. Only one resldent owns and 

operates a vehicle, for purposes of taxtlng resldents to and from 

Charlestown • 

The village of Rawllns extends over thtrty acres of land, the 
t 

more elevated overgrown with fruit trees, or uncultivable due to 

extensive rocky soUs. Ther~ are two small shops, known as rum 

shops. One ls a franchise of a larger operation ln Charlestown. . 
JI 

The other ls owned by a former resldent who movèd down the hUI 

to Market fhop and manages another rum 8hop there. Each of these 

sbops sells canned goods, salt flsh, potatoes, sweets, and l1quor. 

Water t 

Water for RawHns and most of Nevis Is drawn from the reservolr 

further up the moun~aln and north of Rawl1ns. The source of the 

• reservotr's funds 18 two springs tram the Windward slde of the 
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• mountaln. The water from the reservoir fUIs three small govem~ 

ment cement tanks in Rawl1ns 1 each of which are sltuated to the 

side of the main Rawlins road. Most of the resldents trek to the 

'\ 
government tanks for water;--- six of the village households can afford 

a prlvate government pipe runnlng into their yards or houses. 

Electric1ty 

Electrlclty reached RawlLns in December 1971. Qnly Qne 
~ 

home, however, has been "hooked up". For th~ remalnder of 

home s, monthly rentaI, or remoteness from the transformers, are 

the deterrents. In the past, keroséne served to l1ghten up the 
, ) , 

.homes ofl'Rawl1ns, and for Many will probably continue to do so • 

. 
The village complex of Rawlins and Hard Times ls but one 

of three settlement uni(s located wlthin a mUe of each other. To 

the south-west of RawHns ls Zetlands, and to the north-east ls 
/ 

Stoney HUI. 

c The populatiQn of Rawl1ns 

. From my survey'l the population of RaY/lins in 1971-was 133, 
~\ 

conslstLng of 60 males and 73 females, centred ,ln 28 households. 

In 1962, the populatton was 171, wlth 85 males and 86 females, 

ln 41 households • / 

• . . 
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TABLE lIa 
. 

-~ f"t-

Population of Rawl1ns 

Male and Female 

~ ~ .ml .!ü.! .!Ul • 
No. No. % %. 

0-4 23 17 13.5 12.8 
5-14 52 43 30.4 32.3 

15-24 29 + ~8 11.0 21.1 
25-44 22 8 12.9 6.0 
45-64 31 25 2l.6 18.8 
65- 8 12 ,.7 9.0 

~ Male 

Age !ü1. !lll. !ll2... , ill.l.. 
No. No. % % 

0-4 10 12 11.8 .J 20.0 
5-14 29 16 34.1 26.1 

15-24 lO 13 11.8 21.7 
25-44 10 4 11.8 6.7 
'45-64 22 8 '25.9 13.3 ' .... --
65- 4 7 4_7 11.7 

Fe male 

lill.. Jill 1ül ill.l.. 
No. No. % % 

"', . 
\. ~4 13 

~ 

5 15.1 6.8 
5-14 23 27 

~ 
26.1 37.0 

15-24 19 15 22.1 20.5 , 
25-44 12 111 14.0 5.5 
45-64 15 17 17.4 23.3 

là 

65- 4 5 > 4.7 6.8 

e- ,. 

) 

, . 
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• TABLE lIb 

Population of Rawl1ns 

.!.ü2. 
.su... li2... ".x 

Male 85 49.7 60 45.1 
Female 86 50.3 73 54.9" 

Total 171 100.0 133 100.0 

Excess of Fema1es over Males 

~ .l2.§Z. .!lll 

0-4 3 -7 . 
" 5-14 -6 11 

15-24 9 2 
25-44 2 0 
45-64 -7 9 
65- 0 -2 ~ 

Total 1 13 
""-

Bex RaUo 

As. . .lS.ü .llli 
'l, 

"'-

o~ .7692 2.4 
5 14 1.2609 .5926 

15- 4 .5263 .8667" 
25-44 .8333 0 
45-64 1.4667 .4706 . 
-q~- 0 1.4 

.. 

• 
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The decline ln population can be attributed to: death from 

natural causes, and the Christena disaster~ resid~nts. movlng down 

from the mountaln "1nto the 11ght ll
, i.è. to other parts of Nevis, 

such as Market Shop or Charlestown (only 2 resldents from l hou-

sehold moved to Hard Times); permanent and recurrent migration 

from the Island. The village itself no ,longer extends as far up the 

mountain as 1t did a decade ago. A resident explains-why: 
" 

Nobody going up in the mountaln; a11 keep down 
here • Only sorne old pe op le up there now. The se 
young people done buUd below and won't go up ln 
'mountain because it just plain big. AU move down 
to better road and doctor and water; no doctor go 
up there because the roap 50 bad and no ...yater up 
there. "', ,1 

As Table Il a indicates, the number of men and women bet-

ween the ages of 25 and 44 drops from 22/171 ln 1962 to 8/133 in 

'\ 

1971. Important too are the number of women who now emlgrate: 

the number of women living in Rawllns (in thls age bracket) drops 
. 

from 12/86 in 1962 to 4/73 in 1971. This indicates that women 

are either accompanying or jolning their mates abroad, or are 

leavlng independent of a mate. 

l'he number of men between the àges of 15 and 24 who are 

llving ln Rawllns Increases from 10/85 to 13/60. This May be due 

to a decl1~ in male emigraUon Ln this age bracket, whLch could he 

affected by a number of factors. The strict immigration laws in 

, . 
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{ 

~ both Brltaln and"the U. S ... Virgln Islands May be a deterrent. The 

hlgher_ unemployment rates ln Canada and the Unlted States May 

also be a factor. Or, al)d more llkely, the Rawllns youth MaY be 

remalnlng longer on the isiand to earn more money to cover lncreased 

travel and living expenses both on Nevls and in the metropolitan 

countrles of Intended emlgratlon. (Although remlttances May provide / 

much of t}1e travel costs, sorne monetary contrl.?utlon from the pros-

pectlve emlgrant ls expected.) 

In the 45-64 age bracket, the number of men drops sharply 
, 

from 22/85 ln 1962 to 8/60 in 1971. Thls decrease ls the result 

of a greater number of deaths amongst these men, and mlgration. 

Another change in the population structure of Rawllns ls the 

Increase ln the percentage of elderly awlins resldents. For 1962, 

"" 8/171 of the population 15 65 or 0 ln 1971 thls rises to 12/133. 

~cal facllIties and 1 roved diets can be considered as 

• 

factors for thls increase. 

Finally, the sex-raUo imbalance Increases over the decade. , 
In 1962, the tatio ls 85 male to 86 females, or nearly 1: 1. In 

1971, the ratio ls 60 males t 73 females, or.l:1.22. Thlsphange , 

is due to greater longevlty.amongst wornen,' an'd emlgration • 
, ~- .. 
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Rate of Emigration from RawHns off Nevis' 

. ' 
T toI Population 

ota1 emigration 
% ,of PopulaUQn emigrated 
Total nurrtber of hOliseholds 

53-62 

% of househo1ds wlth' emlgrants 

218 
47 
21.6 
41 
46.3 

1 

TABLE 12 b 

62-71 

193 
60 
31.1 
28 
15.0 

Emigration from RawHns off Nevis 1962-1971, by sex 

Total Male female 

popu1àt109t in 1971 133 60 73 
Ell\i9raU~ stfo:e 1962 60 ~O 30 ' 
Total populat on 193. 90 103 

~ 

'11 

\ 

, 

Emigration as % of total pop. 31.1% 33.3% 29.1% kt 

Q 

Re'current 

TABLE 12c 

Émigratlon from Rawlins 1962-11 

, . 

. .. 

Permanent' Other Parts of !levls 
(permanent, no ~current) 

1 . 

\ Male Femlle Male Feale .MüI Femlle 
'/ 

.. 

. ..) 25' 20 

Ratio: 5:4 

fi 

, , ,) 
1. 

.. 

''''. ' .. 

" 
'\ 

.1 

5 10 4 9 

"1 1: 2 1:2.25 

.. 
.. " ... 

1 

l' 

. , 

• -·F· 



• 

• 

72 

What ls of significancel1ere ls a situatl0fl wheÎ'e Rawl1!1s 

resLde.nts, especLally women are lLvLng longer, and the suggestion 

that this Ls the case for Nev ls ltsélf. If th ls ls sq, then wlthln' the 

next decade, the lsland' 5 population can expect to rise slgniflcantly, , , 

especially as life expectancy increases. In what way the lsland and 

'" the government adapts to a population increase from an economlcally 

unproductive age group remains to he seen. This has further reper-

eussions when lt 15 reallzed that the Most economlcally productive 

age group 1 that ls t)lOse between the ages of 25 and 44, continué 

to leave and remaln off the island. That leaves an actuallabor 

force of comparaUvely small proportions. 

As Table 12 a indicates, the rate of emigration from Rawllns 

ha. lncreased from 21. 6% ta 31.~ or from 47/218 ta 60/193. 

Wit.hin the last decade, (as 12 c shoivs), more men than women 

emlgrate on a recurrent basls. More women than tnen, however, 

_p~lY migrate, to other parts of Nevis or off the Island. Thls 

15 due to women marrying outslde of Rawlins and establ1shing 

residence ln the husband's village, <?r country. M ore over , as 

Otterbeln notes (1965:69), when the~ ~s an excess of women aver 

men ln a marrlagealle age bracket, women may leav~ their home 

vil1ag~ in search of work, or mlgrate. For our purposes, however 1 

\ 

it ls the recurrent migration flgures of 25 males to 20 females Ln 'whieh 

'lie ate most lnter,sted", ,sinee thls ls the only typa..Qt mlq,ratf.on Ylhich 
J 
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•• GQnzalez considers essential for the formation of consangulneal .. 
households. 
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• 
~HAPTER IV 

È'GONOMIC REIATIONS IN RAWLINS 

Economie };Iistory of Rawl1ns: a synopsis 

The village of Rawlins was establ1shed after Emanclpation 

quite probably by freed slaves who either bought or rented plots on 

t~e periphery of a sugar estate, above the level where cane was 

cultivated. That Rawlins was founded by manumltted slaves would 
\" 

seem feaslble due to the number of familles bearlng the tiUe "Free-

man ". Also, all the immediate post-emanclpatlon settlements were 

situated on lands' unsultable for cane production, either on the . 

upper mountain slopes Just below the forests, or on the boundarles 

of dry lowlands. Thus Rawl1ns would faU lnto that former category. 

The one-time slave villages were older th an Rawlins, and were 

founded elther wlthln the peripheries of the estate or on the boun-

dary of two or more contlguous estates .. 

The economy of Rawlins had centred around the production of 

sugar cane and cotton, malnly on the Qearby estates of Hard Times, -il 1 

Old Manor, Zetlands, and Golden Rock. ,In 1969 , however, the 

govemment stopped purchaslng sugar cane; and cotton, accordlng . . 

• to a fonner cultlvator, tIlt dle flve years ago" • 
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• The former cane and cotton growers of Rawllns dlscuss the 

dire economlc straits that envelop the community and the Island 
, 

today, whUe at the same time, presenting theLr plcture of the past. , 

1. Mr. M. formerly planted cane-and now plants yams on his .' 

t acre of land behind his housespot. "It's two years since no work 
~ 

for a penny", expIa ins Mr. M., since that is whe n the government 

stopped buying cane. Plantlng and se11ing yams no longer pays, 

because ,after Mr. M. gives, earnings to the truck driver (to cart 

the yams to the Charlestown market) and the turnhand (to sell ia 

the mark-et), there is llttle left to cover hls Ume anq labor. 

On ht-,s housespot of 1/4 acre, Mr. M. grows household 

provisions such as cabbage, tomatoes, onlons, and splces and 

herbs. At least 8 or 9 hO'urs daily ls spent working on the land, 

alone, as he can no longer find help. Most of what he plants he 

~either eats or sells . 

• 
Mr. M. used to cent land trom Old Manor Estate to plant 

\. ...., 'Y 

cotton. The rent per year was based on the quallty, of the land, 

plus the number of acres. The number of acrea whLch could be 
, . , 

rented were based on the number of famUy members who could 

work the land, plus addltLonal help. Thus, "lf you got help 1 can 
~ . . ' 

run wlth 2 acres of cotton, but if Just me and my wlfe, Just 1 acre 

• 
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of cotton ". The rent for a 1 acre plot was '$'6 a year for poorer land 

and $10 a year for better quality land. Durtng the "goOO years" , 

especlally between 1958 and 1960, the land could yleld Mr. M • 
. 

between 800 and 1,000 pounds of cotton, which earned $0.10 a 

pound. 

ln 1961, Mr. M. stopped planting cotton since it was too 

unprofitab1e for the amount of labor and Ume tbat went lnto its 

,productiOn. He noted the decline in price since World War 1 when 

the amount patd wa s $ 0 .36 a pound. During th,ls war perlod, the 

West Indies supplied Britain with part of Us need for sugar and 

cotton. To facillta~e the boom, a cotton glnnery and shed were 

buUt ln Charles~wn. 

Slnce 1943, Mf. M. had also planted sugar cane at Stoney 

-Hill, on the land of Mr. B. ~hose grandmC?ther had raised them 

both. If the'cane retums were profitable, Mr. M. gave Mr. B. 

u$1 for my $ 2". Thus if Mr. M. received $400 ln one crop year, 

he wou~d pay $100 to the truck dÎ"lver who plcked up 1 and trans- -

ported the cane to the barge; then he would pay Mr. B. $100 and 

hlmself. ~ 200. 

'. In the past, remlnlsced Mr. M.: , 

we had grLndLng machinèry to reap, now 
everythtng gone rLght down, now no~hLng to drag 

1 • 
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cane from Ne~ls to St. Kltts; nothlng here for poor 
people to do. There was Ume when aU cotton used. 
to go to England but now whole of Nevis i9 pure bush. 
E'verythlng gone to nothlng. We can't grow cotton 
because no market for it. We' s the planter 1 cultlvate 
the land and when we done 1 don'-t get nothing. , 

77 

2. Another Rawl1ns farmer 1 Mf. L. t grew cane on his famUy ~nd 

1 
of 1 acre in ZeUands Estate until 1968. He also grew cane on 

Hamilton' s Estate {whLch Ls government owned} 1 on a Il acre plot 

which he rented for $3 an acre. He g~ve up the land because "lt 
~ 

dLdn't pay". 
fT ". 

Mr. 1. used to plant cotton at McFarlanes Estate (prlvately 

owned) on a share basls, where "you got 2 pounds and 'the y (the 

owners) gat 1 pound." This continued from the 1940s into the 
\ 

1950s,untU lt proved unprofitab'le. 

3. Mr. F. planted cane from 1936 untU 1968." But now "just go 

, r 

up hill for gras5 1 because 50 dry. Cut aIl cane down now." He 

orice grew 20 tons of cane t and hLred over 20 people to cut the cane 

and load it lnto the truck" Wages pald to cutters were $3 for a 
" S' 0 

7-hour day. Mr.· F. recelve'd $7 per ton of cane; thus earned $140 

, ' 

a year', plus the government bonus. The truck. "always take ha\f" 

of the profits, however, and the hLred men "roost of the .rest" 1 , , 
leavLng HtUe cash for Mr. F. hLmself. 

... 

, . 
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Thus for the people of RawHns, and Nevis: 

what was keeping up this country now turning 
down Ls cotton and cane. You work at a thing, 
chUdren and aIl, and whatever to come you soon 
get it, but.up to now, not one penny. No bonus 
nothing, no money they give. They shut dOwn the 
work. Only land to run around and support life and 
make ,(,amily • Oth~rwlse Gad dearl wLth you. 

/ 

B : Present Economie RelaUons of Rawllns 

AgrLculture 

Althoügh RawHns was once in the heart of the cane growing 

regLon, cash no longer accrues from that crop. In fact the reverse 

seems the cas~, accordLng to one Rawlins farmer who comments 

that "cane sUll grow, but haven't cut no cane. Must Hnd money <i 

. 
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to pay can~." In other words ~ the Rawlins farmer must sUll pay the 

) ~ 
t x for the land where ~he cane contlnues to ratoon, although the 

crop reaps no monetary rewards. To clear the land lnvolves the 

kLnd of labor that thLs particular fanner, and many Hk.e him, can 

. , 
no longer afford. 

1 '1 
Because cash cropa have met their demise in thLs:area, there 

. . 
Is Httle (or the farmer to do except plant ground provisions and mar-

ket garden produce for sale in the Charle stown a~d G Lngerland 

markets. A decade ago, the economy of Rawl1ns centred more on 

sugar cane productlon for an external market ~ The present economy< 

focuses on food crops for an internai market • 
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To grow market produce, particularly vegetables, Lnvolves 

both Ume and water; the Rawllns farmer has plenty of the former, 

but llttle of the latter. As he ls unable to regulate the necessary 

amount of water for h Ls crop, the farmer often flnds himself idle • 
• " 1 

• 1. • 

From Monday to Monday only' sit down doJng 
nothing. Get up Monday, turn to land and see what 
you can work when rainfa11. When no rain only 
working is sittLpg down doing nothLng at a11. 

"~other Rawlins farmer agrees with\ thls pllght: 

AlI whole country in Nevis shut right down. 
- No work in Nevis for man to do. When rain come 

\. you make have with somethlng to do. 

In spite of the apparent drawbacks in the production of market , . , 

provisions, the Rawllns growers state that although they receive 
, 

lino wage Il from these vegetables, they "don 't get no focxl out of 

cotton or cane. Il 

Market garden production ls not to be confused with ground 

T , 

prOVision cultlvatlon. Market garden produce includes vegetables 

such as cabbage, lettuce, tomatoes, cucumbérs, onions, as well ..., 
as herbs such as thyme, rosemary, basil, and parsley. Ground 

provisions include tuberous crops such as cassava, yams and 

79 

pumpkin. The more Ume and energy consumlnq of the two is,market 

garden cultlvatLon as it requlres constant wee9ing and waterlng 

(L! avaUable). ,-

/ 
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TABLE 13 

Cumulative Distribution of Households Culttvatlng 
, Ground Provisions by Size of Plot 

1962 1971 
No. Ratio N2.a Ratio 

Le s s than 1/4 acre 6 6:41 1-1 11:28 
Less th an ! acre 11 11~41 16 l6~28 

Le s s than 1 acre 16 16:41 19 19: 28 
Less than 2 acres 22 22:41 22 22: 28 
Less than 3 acres 25 25:41 24 24: 2tJ 

Total Ji.H. in village, li2.a 41 .N.Q.. 28 

As indicated in Table 13, 25/41 households cultlvated ground 

provisions; 9 of those were engaged ln large-scale production. In 

1971, 24/28 househo1ds cultivated ground provisions; 5 were 

involved in large-scale production. In 1962, 16 of 25 growers 

cultivated le ss than 1 acre; but in 1971, 19 of 24 growers cultivated 

1 

1ess than l acre. 

From these figures we may conclude that most Rawlins house-

holds cultivate sorne ground provisions. Although there are 2 

households which cultlvate over 2 acres each, (a decrease of 

l household withln the 1ast decade) i there are more houaeholds 

cultlvating on a smaller scale. Moreover, ground provision cultl-

vatlon tOOay ls restricted to plots of land away from (rather than 

on or near) the hou9!s.pot. This ls becauae CJround provls~ons, 

whlch requlre l1ttle ca:re, are plantffl ln former cane Helds. 

.. --_:: 
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The main reason then, for thec drop ln ,large-scale cultlvatlon 

of ground provisions ls their unprofitabUity. As explalned previously, 

Nevis no longer exports these Q~visions to the U • s. Vlrgln Islands. 

Another factor ls the dWindllng market in St. Kltts that decl1ned 

after the Christena disaster. Finally, the increase ln remlttances 

. means that the household is no longer dependent on unèertain crop 

markets. 

TABLE 14 

Households cultlvati~g market provisions . 
1962 1971 

0 No. Ratio No. R§!t1Q 

Less than 1 acre 6 6:41 18 18: 28 
Greater than 1 acre 3 3:41 2 2:28 
Total cultivating 9 9:41 20 20:28 

. Total H.H. ln village 41 28 

In 1962, only 9 pf tjte ,41 households in Rawlln~ g[ew market 
/ 

garden vegetables~ 3 of them, cultLvated over 1 atr of land. In 

1971, 20 of the 28 households grew market prod ce; 2 of these 

cultiva ted over 1 acre of land. 

lmportant change ln household production. 

More Rawllns households are grow 

/ 
; 

e derlved another 

, 
today, and MOst of these tlvatlng on very smalloplots. This 

.. 

e explalned ln terms of depressed cash crop market!! 
• 

ncrea~ed remlttances. 

( 

'. 
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Whereas a decade ago, market garden consumptlon was malnly 

conflned to the more affluent NevLsLans who could afford their hlgh 
. 
\ 

cost, this does not seem the norm today. The rea'son why more 

Rawlins households have the Ume to expend on mark.et cjarden pro-

duct~on for home use ls due to their recelpt of remittances 1 and the 

dem1se of sugar cane. 

Markét garden produce today tends to be grown on the house-, 

spot 1 that 18 on the land where the house is situated. Ground pro­

visions, on the other hand 1 tend to he grown on rented land away 
{ . 

from the hou se. One reason for this i5 the intense care rèqulred 

Ln market garden production compared to the unLnvolved nature of 

ground provision culUvaUon. Anottler reason Ls llkely due to the 

market produce being more for "home use". Most of the market 

growers that 1 spoke with eKplained that "we eat and what we have 

____ }~SélÎ":----' .--

------------ ~, 

1 • 

In 1962 Frucht observe;<i that ground provisions served as an 
',. '" , 

insurance crop when cash crops~droP or faU: 

It appears 1 however, that the household' rarely 
gives up ils small plot of provisions grown on the 
1\ousespot or mountain land in the tradLtional manner 
(1966: 130). 

Because market vegetables are now grown on the housespot, rather 

than 9foond provisions, lt seems that market produce has succeeded 

grou~ prOvisions as the 1nsurance crop. 
( 

. .... 
" 

.. 

1( 
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Thus, rather than engag~ ln the large-seale production of 

both ground provisions and market produee, most Rawllns hou se-

" 
holds ~te eonfinlng themselves to the eulUvatlon of small plots of 

fi ' '" 

market vegetables and ground provisions grown on less than 1 acre. 
, '1 

, f 

This change in 'the scale of household cultlvatlon has,be,en explalned 

in terms of these th,ree factors, each' of, whleh are summarized below: 

(1) lnereaslng reliance on reeelpt of remlttanees; (2) unavailab1l1ty -

of hlred labor due tO'flse in costs and large-seale emigratlon; 

(3) net ~I)put of labor surpasses output. 

LI i (1) Increaslnq Rslilance op'l\ec!llpt of Reml\tances 

, ~ 

TABLE 15 

Households Reeelving Remittanees 

" 1962 
No. ...x . 

Total ~. H. ln vUlage 41 
H. H. wlth migrants 22 
H. H. recelving remlttances 17 
H.H. recelving less than $100 yr. 4 
H.H. recelvlng between $100-$300 yr. 9 
H. H. reeelvlng, more than $300 yr. 4 

Total Amount of Remittances 

, 
100.0 

53.'7 
41'.5 

9.8 
22.0 
9.8 

Average Amount of Remlttances 
peT year per hou sehold $ 305.00 

1971 

No. 1 

28 100.0 
21 15.'0 
20 71.4 

8 28.6 
7 25.0 
5'\ 17.9 

$6r~55.0d 

$ 327.75 

An l~portant ditn~ion te b~ made Rere that FNcht falled to 

note ln,1962 ls that his figures foc::us only upon thoS8 households 

, .. 

• 

" 
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recelvlng remlttances. Thus 1 hls hlgh figure of $305 as an average 

amount of remlttances ·received per year per household 1 applle S only 

to those households actually recei~!ng remittanœs. These '17 house-

~~ " 
''holds 1 however 1 constLtute only 41'.5% of the total 41 households in , 

Rawlins. The majority"of households did not recelve remUtances in 

1962. • 
, ' 

That situation is no longer the <Jase. From a total of 28 house-
~ ~~ 

s 
holds,r 20 or 71.4% recetve remittances. The average amol1nt of 

remLttances received annually ln tl}ose households has 1ncreased to 

$327.75. 

Another important distinction must, he made Ln explalnLng the"se . , (... ~. 

remittance figures. LLke most Nevlsians, Rawllns reslde~ts are 

retLcent t~ dlscuss income flgures 1 partlcularly the yearly amount 

of remittances received. In other words 1 these cited figures are 

probably much lower than the amounts actually, recelved by the 

~ 
J/ , 

,) 

households. 

(2) ab . . /'7-UnavaU Ul~ of Hired tabor ~ 

Thesé,Ugures' ln Table 16 1ndicate tp'at Rawllns resldents are 

.no longer h1ring' as much outside help as they dld a de cade a~o. ~ 

Whereas, for 1962, 14 of the 4~ households hlre,outs1dft help, for~ 

1971 only 6/28 hlre help. Moreover, 1t 18 now the normfor the hoose-

...". 
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hold to utUlze only Us own labor, wlth no hired help. Thus for 1962, 

12 make use of houséhold Iiilbor only; for 1971 this rate soar~o·to 20. 

Finally, the number ~ people who no longer cultivate decreases 

frop 15 ln J962 to 2 ln 1971. This further proves that more house­

holds are cultivating smalI plots of market garden and ground provi­

sions. ) 

TABLE 16 

Klnd of Labor 

1962 1971 

.H2.. l@llQ. JiQ.. Ratio , 

Total households in v iUage 41 28 "<. 

Household Labour only 12 12:41 20 20:28 
H. H. and Hlred Labor 14 ( 14:41 5 '-5: 28 
H ired Labor Ç>nly 0 0 1 1: 28 
No H. H. production and no /, 

. u se of labor of any k lnd 15 15:41 " 2:28 '2 

" The decrease ln the use of hlred labor ls probably the result 
< • 

of emlgratlon from Rawllns, ,the hlgh cost of wages, and the shlft from 

large-sea1e productlon ta small-scale. 

" -
A Rawllns farmer declares that now he "don't Und men to 

'il 

work. They ~111eave the lsland or become apprentices; no one 

wants to w6rk the land." A complaint from another fanner ls that 
< 

the' help "want money but they don't means to work Il • 

, ) 

" 
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The means fo~'measUrlng\he amount of w~ and ~he wagf that 

a labor~r recelves ls determlned by the number of tasks performed. 

There are two types of tasks. The wOrk tas\ Is '50 rods long and 

the farmer owns a 10 foot rod to measure the dlstance. The hlred 

man ls pald $2.50 f\ thls task, ~h~Ch conslsts of h~elng am fork­

lng the land. On goOO land, the task may take only 1 1/4 hrs to 

complete; on roèky land 1t may requlr~ up to 4 hours. 

'" The Ume task 18 the amount of work done in 4 hours, that ls 

froiii 7 to 11 A. M., usually about 45 rods. The laborer ls pald 

from $2.50 to $3 plus breakfast of sugar-water and a $0.05. bread. 

Numbèr of rods 

Wages for men 

TABLE 17 

The Changlng Task C 

40 to 45 40 to 45 

$1.25 to $1.50 $2.50 to.$3.00 

Breakfast of
l 
sugar-water and $0.01 bread $0.05 bread 

, ,A woman '1 wage ls standard. She ls pald $1.00· plu s 

breakfast, for weedlng the land, and works from 7 to Il A'.M. 

Although the wages for men have risen to the point where 
e , 

one fanner exclalms that "lt'a extortlonle", women's ~ges hàve ., 

remalned statle for a deeâde. It aeem;' as Frucht suggested; that 

'f 

, 
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.. 

• 
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as n}6re remlttan~es enter tRé household, fewer wome'n sell thelf 

" 
labor. Moreover, as M.G. smith notes (1956:295-312), tMs . . 
departure from selling their labor for pÛfposes of weedlng.the land 

i8 more a declaratlon of female freedom and, 1 suggest an indica-

tion of Increase in statlis. There are no women in Rawl1ns who weed 

land for a wage, although they weèd their own land. Thus, ariy 
. . ~ , 

Lncrease in female wages would probably faU to attract many 

women lnto that ~orm of labor. 
1 

/ -

When môno-crop cultiv~t1on was lucrative, entire famUy 

households took part in its planÜ~g and harvesting. Traditionally, 

the hoeing and forking of the land were undertaken by the men; 

planting and weeding were done by the women. H';esttng was 

the work,of men, women, and chUdren. , 

This specUic sexual division of labor no longer exists. 

Plant1ng and weeding are dutLes done by aU in the househ'old, 

regaroless of sexe The dlvision of labor today 18 more determlned 
\ 

(] by avallabUlty of l~or than by sex or age. For Rawllns, where sa 

Many of 1ts peop,Ie between the 89,es of 25.to 44 are off the lsland, 

farming appears to be the work of the very young, the oId, and 

oiten, the women • 

) 

j 

'; 
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TABLE 18 

Household Income and Household CultivatioIJ 

'. \ 
\ 

Yearly FamUy Amount of Amount 
~ 

.. House Remlttances Bize Land of TLme 
(Eatlmated) , Cultivated on Land 

.) ..t Acres bu.. -t 
l ( 

1 2,400 4 1/16 1/2 
if rain 

2 2,400 2 none 
~ 

"-
3 1,200 3 / 1,1lF 1 1/2 400/Yr. 

if rain 
• . 

4 1,200 5 1/16 Lf rain 

5 '250 4 1 3/4 3 10O/mo. 

:. 6 240 5 1/2 6 , 
7~ 150 29 1 3/4 6. 175/yr. 

8 100 4 1/4 , 6 

\. 9 100 2 1/4 l(Some welfare money ~. 
'as mate la cr1pp1ed) 

, 
10 60 8 1/8 1/2 aO/mo. 

,/' if raln 

Il 60 7 3 1/4 8 1 

" 12 50 J'I& 2 . 2 3.l4 8 - 10 \ 

. 
13 25 2 l/~I 6 

,f 

14 0 7 6 ...... 

• . .' 

J 

".. " 

-.. 



.. 

• 

• 
) , 

(3) Net lnput of labor surpasses output 

Like his counterJX;\rts throughout the world, the RawlLns farmer 

knows the value of his labor". If the amount of Ume and energy 

expended in the culUvatio~ of his land reaps an adequate or belter 

crop 1 including elther enough to feed hlm or pay for his sustenance, 

then his labor ls worthwhlle. If, on the other hand, his labor input J 

surpasses that which ls produced 1 then ~ ls receivLng less than 
. 1 

hiS labor Ls worth. Moreover, l propose that if a RawHns res Ident 

Is Ln receipt of remittances, and/or wages from otherrwork, then 

. - IH"'~","Y 
the amount of Ume and energy expended on his land Ls proportional 

L ~ 

'to th~ amount of remlttances and/or ~ag~s receL~ed by the house-

hold. .... 

Table 18 demonstrates that those households which receive 

a substantial amount in remlttances yearly, do minimal cultivation 

on the land. Also, as the amount ln remittances received dLmi-

nlshes, the amount ,of work put lnto the land increases 1 except 

\ 

where wage work consti~utes the main source o'f farnUy incorne 1 ~ 

, 
Ln the case of households 5 and 10. Household 7 wlth 29 members I­

l 
ls one slngle famUy unit of the mother, father, their chLldren, and 

''P'Lmarrled chlldren' s chLldren. This faml r,celves proportlonally 

'~ttle ln the form of remlt~4nces, and able famlly members oultlvate 

the land 1 or (ln the case of 3 members) obtaln waQe wort • 

J • 1 

j 
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Farming is no easy task, and market garden cultlvaUon which 

requires intensive care ls no exception. The four househùlds in 

Rawlins th,at do cultlvate market produce-and ~roünd provlslons on~ , 

a 1arge-scale spend from "sunrise to sunset" on the land. These 
) 

four households recelve no substantlal support from remittances, 

whlch ls in line wlth the proposition that outside l[lCOme a~ects • 

the amount of labor expended on household land. The amount of 

t ime and energy spent on the land reaps few rewards, }jut If there 

ls no other income source, "what else to do". The Rawllns farmer -
reallzes that Ln a marginal economy llke that of Nevis, there are 

few alternatives aslde from earnmg a living through farmlng. 
J 

Mr. L. Is the most renowned of the Rawlins farmers; visL-

ting agr~rulturallsts often Lnspect his outstandlng varlet y of vege-

tables. UntU 1968, Mr. L. grew sugar cane; since then he has 

devoted his Ume and his land to harvestlng sorne of the flnest 

garden produce on Nev ls • On the 1/4 acre ln Zetlands, whlch his 

wife lnherlted, Mr. L. grows tomatoes, cabbage, cauHflour,.chard, 

vanlvLst (peas), cucumber, corn, maize, beans, carrots, egg plant, 

paw-paw, chrIstophe ne , green and red peppers, and three dtfferent' 

types of lettuce (whlch ln Ltself Ls unusual for Nevis) • 

Mr. L. wor~2 the land from "sunrlse to sUlJ,Set ", that ls trom 
" . 

6 A. M. untU.6 or 7 P. M. during 6 i d~y~ of the weeki part' of 

<, 
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SUn~y Ls devoted to leisure. Recause his wlfe has a bad hip, she 

ls ûnable to help him' in the fields. When ,there ls an abundance of 

raln and nthe land Ls plenttful", Mr. L. hlres a young boy to help 

'pi-ck the ciops. The boy ls pald $2 for 4 hours of work, but "some­

Umes he gone and you don't see him n• In the past, Mr. L. !ed 

up to 4 men to help hlm plant and pick, at $ 2.50 a task. Today, 

due to emlgration, and apprentice labor, ML L. "don't flnd men to 

work". 

lP or~at it would be eas ier for h im to water the land, 

Mr. L. constructed a dLrt reservolr. It ls approxlmately 12 f~et by 4 feet 

by 4 feet, held fast by large rocks aroung the top. From the 

reservoir , Mr. 1. canles the wa~er ln a wheelbarrow to theky 

\ , 
rows of vegetables. When there are perlods of drought, however, 

the water ln the reservoir sinks lnto the parched earth. For this . 
reason, Mr. L. pas begun ta cement the reservoir, although its 

completion Is hlndered by the hlgh cost of cement. The corner, 

Just flnished, tequlred three bags of cement a~ $3.50 a Mg. His 

brother, who owns a truck, takes the cement up to RawlLns; then 

Mr. L. loads the bags onto bis donkeyan4 leads the anLmal up to 

~e land. 

Mr. L. must also buy man~ ~Lch éosts $14 a truc~load, 

• 
J 

(and "hLCh originates from the sheeP,1n Bath'vlllage ln Cbarlestown, 

\ . 

,. _ .t' 
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St. Paul parish). For pest and lnsect control, he buys 'Sevin' and 

borrows a spray can from an Amerlcan. When that lsn't avallable, 

Mr. L. uses "the local", that Is, he mlxes 'Sevln' ln a pan wlth 

water, takes a palm leaf and dlps 1t ln the pan, and then brushes 

thé plant. 
( 

Mr. L.·s wlfe .eil~e fruits and vege~aJes of thelr land 

ln the Charlestown market on Tuesday and Saturday momlngs. 

Dependlng on the quallty and quantity of her goods and others 'ln . 

" the Market, she may earn an average of $30 a week. 

There is l1ttle doubt that Mr. L. Is one of the hardest 

worklng and most Innovative farmers on Nevls. But at 59, he ls 

one of the few hard core farmers left in Rawllns. Bath he Çlnd his 

wife bel1eve that young Nevls1ao,s no longer wlsh to work the 

land. "T~ aIl "want the fine things llke new cars ta drlve around, 

92 

\ 

but won 't work the land. They speq.d a dollar betore they make one." 

Although the Ume and énergy expende~ on the land dœ s n,t ~ap 

actua! m<>netary rewards. lt ùoe1l glve Mr. and Mr.. L •. ·f~ .~ 

the belly and work when there ls none". 

Wage Labor 

The alternative ta fannlng for the Rawllns resldent la wage 

labor, if obtalnable. The typea of Joba avaUable can be dlvlded 

\ ' 
ta 

r 
lQ.to three q,ategorles, dependlno on the degree of sklll a~ wage. 

1 

". , 
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The first category ls t~ monthly salaried posLtion and 1t 
, 

offers the most pay and pe.rmanence. Civil servants and teachers 

comprise this category. _ The only household Ln Rawlins receivlng 

- a monthly salary is that of the government water foreman. Although 

he has been employed in that position for the last 17 years, he is 

still hired on a monthly basis, and consequently enjoys no job 

security. His dutles require hlm to work seven days a week, and 

hls wage Ls $100 a month. Only once ln hLs perLod of employment 

has he received a ralse ln salary; It was presented in the lump 

sum of $360, four years ago. 

The second ategory Ls the weekly salaried pos ltion. This 

lncludes shop cIe ks; foremen on government estates: and tech-. . 
nically skilled lab rers su ch as electricians 1 telephone englneer,s 1 

and mechanics. In RawlLns 1 weekly wages are eamed by a shop , 

clerk Ln one household, and an electrlcian and telephone engineer 

ln another household. 

The thlrd category ls the job offerlng daUy or task wages. 
~ 

" This encompasses government employed agrlcultural and publ1c 

1 " 

works laborers, -as weIl as "apprentlce n workers for stone masons 

a'nd carpentrrs. Domest~c servants and tourlst resort laborers 

also faU l~to thls oategory, a1thou9~ wages vary conslderably, 
v 

s~nce foreign employers tend to be more IIgenerous" than th~~( 

93 
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Nevlslan ct>uiiterparts. There are nlpe households whlch undertake 

sorne 'type of labor ln this categmy. These posl~ions are 1 for the 

most part temporary, deslgned to employ the individual on an occa-
~ 

sional basls only. "l'ive of the nlne households ln this catego<;;' ; 

can be consideredto be employed on a part-Ume basis; the other 
, . 

four "work when it come". . . 

TABLE 19 

Households Engaged ln Wage Labor 

~ 

Form of Labor No. of Ii;.H. 

1962 .!ill. 
.... 

1 1 
l 

Monthly 

Weekly 4 2 

DaUy (malnly part-Ume) 13 9 

TOTAL t;~ 12 

~. 

. 
Percentage-oftotal 

households lp. the 
communlty 18: 4 1 or 45. 9% 12: 28 or 42.9% 

) 
Within the last decade' 1 ooly minimal ché)nge has taken 

Plaie in the number of households engaged ln wage labor. This 

is ~ardlY surprLsing sinee :ersons; who acqulre skUl8 soon emlgrate 

to more lucrative empl ospects. This ls \nf1rmed by the 

figures ln Table 19 wltlch rev~l t t,lIIOst wage ~IS~ 
unskUlèd kind, that 18, lt i.,paid on a daUy basls. In acQ fact, 

. --zo-, .- '. 
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the job ls unrellable as a. vlabie means of rmuy support ~,ince 1t 

constltutes occaslonal rather than re~labor. 

Land Tenure 

Although- opportunlt1es for wage work are mlnimal, there ls . 
r 

always the land to faU back on. Wlth the receipt of larger 

remittances,' there are households that try to buy more land. 

As s~ted p'revlously, there are two ways in whlch land may 
1 

be owned, elther by way of inheritanc~ or purchase. Inherlted . ' 
land can be of two types. One type Is that in whlch a wUI has 

been drawn up 1 for pùrposes of specifylng what portion of land 

wUl be glven to which famlly members. The other type ls land 
, 

inherited jOintly by the helrs of the owner. This latter type Is 

known as "famUy"land. Slnce one,of the heirs usually lives on 

. 
the land whlle the others work the same land 1 quarrels and some-

Urnes land liUgation reault. One Rawllns household ls engaged 

ln a land battle that ls belng contested in the Court. 

95 

The other way ln which land may he owned, through purchase, 
...... 

is referred to as buy land, It la more prestlgious than.lnherlted 

land. It ~s becom~I\9 lncreaslngly more dlfflcult, however, to 

purchase land, slnee ~ice8 have soared due to the' number of 

sale s to forelgn buy:ers and land speculators. 

• 
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./ • / TABLE 20 .. 
, 

Housespot Tenure 
, ( 

! 
\ 

.P 

1971 1962 ... 
.N2.& Ratio ~ RatiQ 

• Bought 6 6:41 3 3': 2.8 

Inherited 20 20:it 1 14; 14:28 

Rented 10 10:41 9 9:28 

Other 5 5:41 
~ 

2 2:28 
Arrangement l ---

Total 41 28 
ft , 

Few changes ln housespot t~nure have occurred ip ~awl1ns 

wi,thln the last decade. The 'number of purChased,ho.espots has 
, 

declLned, from 6/41 in 1962 to 3/28 Ln 1971. This change can be 
~ 1 

attributed to the hlgh c,ost of land, and the avallabllity of fonner 

suger cane fields for housespot rentaI. In other words, the only 

Ine~nslve land avallable to Nevlslans on whlch to construct a 

borne, 1~ the goverent estat~ plots that are rented out. 

The number of lnherlted housespots has changed from ~ 
,; ,~ 

ln 1962 to 14/28 in 1971. Thls ls prlmarlly the reauIt, of the death 

, of th! occupant{ s) and migration from Rawllns. ... 

'. ( 

" 

.~, 

" l .. ,.. /f~' • 
• .~~..il~ ~ ~.k. • '~.. ! 1i. ~.[" ',r . '", .. 

--- ---
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TABLE 21 
, . 

Households wlth farcels of Land, besldes Housespot 
... 

" , 

1962 1971 

l:lo.... Ratio No. Ratio 
or' 

, 
Tot~l Number 31 31:41 21 21: 28 
Ft"7H. with rentèd Parcels 21 21:41 8 8:28 
H. H. with owned parcels 20 20:41 15 15:28 
H • H. Inherlted ,....,...., 9 9:20 13' 13:15 
H.H. Bought 8 j 8: 20 1 1: 15 
H • H. InherLted & Bought 3 3: 20; . 1 1: 15 

• Total H.H. 41 28 

" • • Q ~ 
Table 21 lndlcates two slgnlflcant'ch~.nges ln land tenure 

. ~ 
l", 

in Rawllns. (Flrst. the number of rented parcels of land decreases . . . ' 

from 21/41 ln 1962 tO.J!/28 ln 1972. This can be' explalned ln 

terms of the demise of sugar cane cultlvatlon on Nevls and in 

the Rawllns area. Formerly, farmers rented plots of land to plant 

cane, but when St. Kltts stopped purchaslng ,carie from ~evls, there 

was no reason for the fanners to continue renting the la~d. 
; , .. 

The second chanr ls the dic ine ln buy land, tha\ la the 

land purcha~ed by Ra~~ re'~id t8. Whereaa ln ~962, 8/20 own 
.-/. \, 

land whlch has been purchased, ln'19~1, only 1/15'owns buy land. 

Thia la because much of the buy 'land quoted for 1962 was actually 

'" purchased1Just before and after World ,War II. Wlth1n the la8t 

decade, mbst of those owners have passed away, land thelr des-

cendants bave lnherlted the land. Hènce there ls thé lncrea8e ln 

Inherlted land, from 9/41\ ln 1962 ta 13/28 ln 1971~ 
l . ( " . " 

" g , .... ,. " .. -
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The actual declLne in the purchase of land withln the last 

'decade, can he attributed to the exa:bitant land prices now the 

norm oI} Nevis. Thirty years ago, when most Rawl1ns residents 

purchased land, one acre of cultivable _land could be bought for 

a maximum of $150. Today, one acre of land sells for ~ minfmum 

of $ 2,0,00 depending on ~ts location, its view, and Us proximity 

to the .beach. 

One RawHns resident, a former farmer, earned an excep-

tional profit on a recent land sale to an Amerlcan. In 1939, 

Mr. N. purchased Olle aore of land in Fountain, Windward parish 

for the' priee of $130. He bought the land from an Amerlcan who 
~ , 

(> 

had aequLrèd through purchase, à substantLal portion of land in 
l .~ 

" 1fI1 
the 19 20s. When another American recently Lnquired about buying 

o ~ 
\ 

land, a mutual friend introduced the American to Mr. N. With in 

days, Mr. N. sold t,his pièce of land t~ the American for $5,000 

u.s. ofnearly $10,000 B.W.!. Thua, wLthLnthe spanofth1rty~ 

years, Mr. N. not~d the vëlIue of his land l'ise from $139 to 

• 
\$10,000. WLthln th~s context lt Ls no wonder that the Rawllns . 
resident Is nct as llkely, as" were his parents, to buy land. Whether 

the b~yer ls local or not" the price of land remains exorbitant. 

1 To conclude 1 .. the p~lmary tu~ctlon of the land as a means 

est. production can change under the control of speculator~ and 
, ,'~ 

. ,- {~ 

.. 
• b 

o , ' 
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buyers from the ~etropolltan countrles. AltlÏough the land continues 
, 

to be exploitep by these metropolltan lntere sts, 1ts primary function 

changes from p~odu,Lng cash crops to producln~ cash. / 
, 

, , 
, 

When Land 1>~comes more valuable as a commod1ty rather than 

as a cash crop prÔducer, the êxploltatlve relatlonsh1p between the 
., , . 

metropol1tan owner and tne neo-colony: rema ln.s the same. . What 

changes 18 th~ole af th~ fanner. Witht.n the ~ctntext oI the present 

1 • x 
remlttance ~conomy of Nevls, hls functlorr ls that'~of producing food 

• • 
crops for a small but constant internaI market.. Cash, avaUable ln 

.. 
the form of remlttances, \n'ay mot provlde the excessive ameunts 

t. \, 

pald by outslde lnterests fQr land~ but does p;pvide for essential 
of . ' 

• • 
foodstqffs. The 1mmedtate benef14S from' remltt~nces, however; .. 

do not negate the two-fold expioLtatlon of the Nevlslan, for both 
\ 
1 

. . 

.his labor ln the metropolitan country and the land ln his own 

neo-colony. 

., 
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~ 

, 

\ 

.. 

• , 

. ... i. 

• 
. . 

,.. 

, '-



• 

r 

• 

CHAPTER V ' 

SOCIAL RElATIONS IN RAWUNS • 

- A HQusehold Structure 

Nevlsian dependency on emlgration for requlsite remittances 

has created important changes in the nature of the household • 

For the Black Carth of Living ston Guatemala 1 Nancle 

Gonzalez writeS that 

the households ln aIl thelr varleties May he 
best underst.ood in terms of the lnterrelatLonshlps 
arising between adult men and women, which in 
themselve s seem to be dependent on the economlc 
situation ••• Throughout life the household type 
of the Black Carlb wUI be d lrectly re lated to the 
amount and source of cash income they can command \ 
- through labour li they are males and through males if 
they are females (1969: 83). 

Ftom thls situatlon em~rges a partlcu.lar househol~ type 1 the 

consanguineal household 1 whlch "allevlates or compensates for 

.the disruptive effects of ongoing changes ln the economic system 

(op.cit.:9). Il 

The consanguineal h~sehold seIVes as an acceptable alter-

native to the affinaI one, untU su ch Ume as the male achleves 

economlc,"security either through economlcally viable employment 

at home, or through savings acqu1red from migrant labor ab~d. 

100 
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TABLE 22 

Householdj Type ln Rawlins 

1962* 1971** 1971*** 

~ .HQ.,. Ratio NQ.. RaUo .N2..& 
Consangulneal"&,H. li. 9 9:41 10 10:28 14 

(comprlsêd of one or more 
women plus chlldren) 

Î 

AffLnal H. H • 16 16:41 13 13:28 9 

S,lng le male H. H • 12 1~41 4 4: 28 4 

Mlscellaneous 4 4:41 1 1: 28 1 

Total Households 41 2~ 28 

* Data from fLeld notes of Richard Frucht, based on census 
caITled out in November 1962. 

** Data based on census carrled out ln July 1971. 

Ratio 

14:28 

9:28 

4:28 

1:28 

*** Data based on materlal collected ln early September 1971. 

'" 

Gonzalez stresses that the consangulneal household ls 

nelther stable nor self-sustalnlng. 

Rather lt Ls always found as one of a serles 
of forms, aU of which are unstable and may readUy 
change trom one to another (ibid: 138). 

101 

Thls point ls Ulustrated ln Table 22. In the perlod between November 

of 1962 and July of 1971, there aprars to be an lncrease of ooly Ine 

consanqulneal household. Yet from July of 1971 to September of 

1971, there ls an lncrease of 4 'consanquineal householda. This 

serVes to demonstrate the dynamic nature of the household ~ • 

. \ 
In otlter wcrds 1 the ,household type may switch from aff1nal to 

, 1 ... ~~ , 

. , 
" 

" .~ .. ~ 
~.;"J 'l.:~ 
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consangulneal at any tLme, lf the economlc securlty of the man 

~ 

becomes u'ncertaLn. Thus over the perlod of a decade, a house-

hold wlth recurrent mlgrants may often swltch from affLnal to con-

sanguLneal when the mlgrant( s) return and leave. At the Ume of 

my stay. at least 4 of the affLnal households were ln such econo-

mlc straLts that the men were preparlng to emLgrate agaln, wlth 

the result that these households were to change from affLnal Ln 
• 

Tuly to consangu Lneal by September. DurLng my survey, two male 

household heads left for the VlrgLn Islands, one for St. Maarten, 

and one for Antlgua. At the present tLme then, the number of con-

sanguLneal households ln Rawllns lncreased to 14/28: the afflnal 

decreased to 9: 28. 

( 
The other lmportant change ln household type ln Rawllns ls 

the decrease ln the number of sLngle male households, wh,lch Ls 

due to mLgratLon and death and wlll be explalned more fully on 

page 108. 

Another Lmportant change Ln the atructure of the household 

la the lncreeae ln women as head of the household. The house-

(J 

hold head la .. that peraon whom the communlty as well a$ the house-

hold members regard aa the head of the domestle group (M.G. &nlth " 

1962b: 15) -. Accordlng to M .G. Smith: 

; 

tI 

'. 
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domestlc unUs based on cohabitatLon may have 
female heads if the male partner ls 111, Incapacitated, 
or otherwise dependent socially and economically on 
women (oP'1lt~': 16). ~ 

} 

Among West Indian "folk" or lower class, the role 
is that the iDales he ad domestic groups based on 
their cohabitation, whlle females head units based 
solely on consanguine kLnship (ibId: 20). 

Because the Incidence of consangulneal households has 

Increased in Rawl1ns, the number of female headed households 

would be expected to Increase. 

Whereas ln 1962, the ratio of male to female heads was 

nearly 3 ,to 1, in 1971 the raUo has equallzed to 1 to 1. This 

change is the result of a number of factors. 

TABLE 23 

Head of Household 

F 

1962 

No. of H .H. heads 

30 

Il 

Ratio of approx. !: 1 

1971 

~ No. of H.H. heads 

M 14 

F 14 

Ratio of 1: 1 

One of the factors ln the rise of female-headed houaeholds la 

the hlgher niortallty rate amongst men wlthln the last deoade. At . 
leBst 3 male, (2 of them alnglé) and one female hOU8!hold head 

... 
dled on the Christena diMster. Flve female heada .succeeded 
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theLr mates who passed away. Three of these male household heads; 

however, were involved ln recurrent migration; consequently these 

households changed from affLnal to consangulneal each Ume the 

male head migrated. At the time of Frucht 1 s survey, 2 of the se 3 

men were off the island; thus these households were considered 

onsangulneal and female-headed. 

The flgqres on recurrent migration from Raw:lLns Lndicate that 

more men than women leave on thLs basls. Sorne of these men are ... 
heads of establ1shed households, whUe others have fathered 

chlldren and leave with the intention of eventually retumlng and 
t 

estabHshing a household, once enough savLngs are eamed. 

On the other hand, none of the women involved in recurrent 

migration headed households. Many of these women were young 

mothers, however 1 who left theLr chUdÏ-en in the care of the 

ch lldre n 1 S maternaI grandmother. 

It must be stressed that within the last decade, the household 

type does not shLft ln only one direction. AffinaI households change 
7' 

to consanguineai when the male head leaves the lsland. BLmllarly, 

consanqulneal househoids revert to affinaI when husbands return 
, , 

from Jobs off the lsland. Because a household was oonsangulneal . 
a decade ago does not necessarlly Mean tha~as rémalned so. -

'- , 
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For example, Mr. and Mrs. B. were marrLed Ln 1957. WLthLn 

the year, Mr. B. mJgrated to tngland. He worked as a laborer and 

retumed to RawlLns Ln the mid 1960s. Slnce then he worked as a 

carpenter, pa inter , or anything that "pay:s me what l'm worth". 
Il 

Most of hLs spare Ume wàs spent helping his wlfe and children 
. 

grow,foods crops. Mc. B. planned to leave the lsland as soon as 

enough cash could he earned for passage to IISt. Maarten or the 

Vlrqin Islands n • 

The major~ty ~f household heads in RawlLns are between the 

ages of 45 and 65. WhUe there are more women than men withln 

thls age bracket (see Table lia, p. 67), there are more men over 

the age of 65. Two of these men are physlcally dlsableci or senile ;; 

and their younger wLves n,ow assume re!:ponslb1l1ty for eamtng 

the famlly Income. 

Further changes'ln the ~peciflc composition of the household,4 

are ev ide nt ln Table 24. The number of 2 t4temate GÈmeratlons, 

that ls households composed of graI,ldm~ther and/or grandfather 

and thelr grandchUdren, has increased from 5/41 ln 1962, 10 8/28 

ln 1971. The incidence of 3 Adjacent Generations, that ls mother 
J 

and/or father, their chlldren, and their chlldren' S chl1dren bas 

decreaaed from 12/41 to 4/28. _ 

.', -. ':~ 
1. .. ~ ~':...t 
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\ TABLE 22 ? 

HOUSBHOLD COMPOSITION IN BAWLINS 

• . 1962 1971 1962 1,71 ~.1962 1971 
1 bou.eholc1. ~ hou.eholds. # member. 

, SINGLE GB~~ION 1; 8 ;1.7 28.6 16 11 
Slna1e Perlon 11 , 26.8 17.9 12 ~. Male 11 26.8 14.) 12 

'.male 0 1 0.0 3.6 0 l 
Rat1ns Couple 2 3 4.8 10.7 4 6 

.2 ADJACENT aENEBATIONS 41 47 7 7 17.0 25.0 
Nuc1 .. r Faml1, 5 6 12.1 21.4 34 42 
Denudecl 2 1 4.8 ;.6 7 5 

Mother cl Cbl1d 2 1 
1 

4.8 ;.6 7 5 
ptather " Chl1d 0 0 o.() 0.0 0 0 

0 

J ~ACur GBNlBATIONa 12 4 29.2 14.) 82 46 
Mo.Pa.&Cb cl Grch 7 2 17.0 7~1 55 ;6 
Mo.Cb &: Gron 5 2 12.1 7.1 27 10 

~ 
Pa.Cb 4: Groh 0 0 00.0 0.0 0 0 

2 ÂLTEBNAIl'E GENBBATIONS 5 8 12.1 28.6 14 
; 

24 
GrJla. GrP'a &: Gron 2 2 4.8 7.1 6 7 
GrMo & Grch 2 6 4.8 21.4 5 17 
Gr'a 4: Groh 1 0 2.4 00.0 ~J 0 

MISCBLUNBOUS 4 1 9.7 ;.6 18 .5 
TOTAL 41 28 99.7 100.1 171 1JJ 

• 
*Thl1 figure mUlt be disoounted. as lt 18 the result of 

if one ram11, or 29 persons. 

-( 

; ~ : (._ ~ ~ 1 

• 
1962 1971 

ave.aize hou.ehold 
1.2; 1.;8

0 

1.09 1.00 
1.09 1.00 
0.00 1,.00 
2.00 2.00 

5.85 6.71 
6.80 7.00 
;.50 5.00 
J.50 5.00 
0.00 0.00 

6.8) 1i.50* , 
7.85 18.00* 
5.40 5.00 
0.00 0.00 

2.80 ).00 
).00 J·50 
2.50 2.8) 
).00 0.00 

4.50 5.00 

4.17 4.75 

A 

.­
o 
O'l 
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These two ~hanges are agaLn related to e,\LgratLOn. Young 

daughters 1 as they mature 1 gLve bLrth to UlegLtLmate chUdren. 

The daughters eventually emLgrate from NevLs but leave the chUdren 

101 

wLth theLr parents. In other words the chlldren are cared for by theLr 

maternaI grandparent( s). To Ulustrate thLs situation, four house-

holds are cUed below. 

Mrs. H., whose husband dLed recently, tends for her LnvalLd 

sLster and her 9 year old granddaughter. She has seven chLldren 

working in elther England or United States, ail of whom send 

remLttances. One of these chUdren, the mother of the granddaughter 1 
• A .. 

is single and works as a nurse in Brooklyn, New York. Prior to her 

departure flve years ago, both she and her chUd resided'ln Rawlins 

• 
with the mother 1 Mrs. H. and the now deceased father, Mr. lt. , 

Mrs. X., whose husband also dled recently 1 lives wlth her 

21 year old granddaughter and 20 year old grandson. Over the last 

decade 1 her four chUdren have emlgrated to England and to St. Croix 
). 

Ln the U.S. VirgLn Islands. TheLr chUdren, who remaLn wLth Mrs. X 

are helped by remlttances sent by the parents. Sorne of the,rernlt-

tance money la belng aaved to purchaae ernlgratlon tickets for 

Mrs. X' 9 grandchUdren. 

Mrs. C., whoBe husband lB deceased,' eues for four of the 

Beven chUdren of her dlvorced daughter. The three otheJ' chlldren 

r, 

, ... ... ~ 1 

, l' ,} . ~~ .. ~ .. ':.' .; ~. r, ,J .. l __ ~ 1 •. I~ ~~.:'\'~~~ 
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live wlth the daughter who works as a dQmestlc Ln St. Thomas, ln 

the U.S. VLrgln Islands. A decade ago, Mrs. C. was the head of 

a household conslstLng.of her daughter and her daughter's chlldren. 

Subsequent marrlage and divorce prompted her daughter to emlgrate 

to St. Croix, leavlng the four loungest chUdren wlth Mrs. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. share theLr home wlth thelr two grand-
• 

daughters 1 aged 7 and 8. The mother of the 8 year old grand-

daughter 15 marrled and lives wLth her husband and four chndren 
( 

Ln St. Thomas. Because she bore this chUd by another man, the 

1 

mother left the daughter with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. J, 

The mother of the 7 year old granddaughter ls slngle and resLdes 

in Tortola with her other daughter; prLor to her emlgration a few 

years ago, she and her chUdren llved wlth her parents, Mr. 

and Mrs. J. 

Another change Ln househoid composltion ls the decrease ln 

the Lncldence of sLngle men' l1vLng aione ln Rawilns. The nu~er 

of Single Generation male households has decUned from 11/41 ln 

1962 to 4/28 ln 1971. 

Sugar cane production used to employ these men. Its demlse 

left few alternatives to the men but &0 mlgrate or grow market 

produee. Those who had nelther'the resources nor the inclination 

ta mlgrate remalned ln ,Rawl1ns to grow food cropa and "Work on the 

roads". Sinee that Ume, some of tbese men have dled. , 

108 
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The number of Single Generation matlng couples has risen 

from 2/41 in 1962 to 3/28 in 1911. This ls probably the res'}it 

of the emigrati~>n orthe cou~le' s ch11dren, the establishment 9f 

a household elsewhere on or off the island, and longer life expec"" 
,.. 

tancy. The three couples in this category are elderly, and aIL 

haye chUdren who have either el'nlgrated from Nevis or who live 

C"further down the hi).l". 

, 

, Withln the 2 Ad'jacent Generation households, the number of 

ntlclear famUles has increased fron 5/41 in ~1962 to 6/28 in 1971. 

This ls prQbably due to returning emigrants who saved enoùgh to 

invest in a home and perhaps a trade on Nevis. If their economlc 
l , 

, 
securLty bècome s thre~atenèd; however rihey may again ~mLgrate. 

. . 
This ls 1l1ustrated ln the followtng experlence of the S. and K. 

'J A ," 

housefiolds • 

" . 
Both Mr. and Mrs. S. wor~ed ~n Curacao for ten years. They 

ret~rned home to Rawlins in 19.62, and bullt a h6use on Mrs. s. 1 s 

famLly land'. Mrs. S. bdre two chUdreni Mr. S. eventually left' , 
" 

t,o look for em,Ployment ln the Virgln Islands~ He return!!d ln 1965 

and bought- a Volkswagon bus for purposés of employlng hlmsèlf . . ~ '. .. .. 

109 

,as a taxi driver. He ~~k~d the van ~n an acc~dent, put purchased 
, ~ 

another car 1 and contLnued to work a s a .taxi drlver. AlI his savlngs 
, "'-, " .. ' ... 

went down, he declded to' emigrate and in September he left fŒ 
" "- ' 

t. 

J. . 
. , 

;, , .' 

.\ 
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Another couple, MF. and Mrs. K. emlgrated to England. , 

A soft drink factory hired Mrs. K. and a beer factory ac,oss the 
tr 

~treet hJ.red her husband'. Slnce,their chlldren remalned with 

" 

Mrs. K.:'S; ~other, and were crnstantly "m~ehavlng \1, the couple 

evèntuall~ returned to ilawl1nJ. With the money that had been 

save~, M!. and ~rs. K. and their chllqren were able to live in 

a p,ew ho~e, whUe Mc. K. pursued his part-Ume job as a pa Inter • 
,~. 

Because he ls not eamlng as much as he hoped, Mr. K. plans to 

aga!n emlgrate. 

.) 

, The most common form of householdr,mposluon ln Rawl1ns 

today 18 the nU~lea1!""'ÜY. and the househ~ld Jons 18tlng of the 

maternaI gra'ndmotheYand her grandchUdren. A decade aga, the 

llO 

# ' 
sIngle male hOllsehold was the moat common. As 1 have explalned, 

thes~ men, many oi whom were former cane cutters, elther remal-

") ned ln,Rawl1ns to grow food crops, or mlgrated. Those who 

rémained were oIder men, and sorne o~ them have alnce dled. 

The next most common household a de~de aga con~lsted of the 

moth~r, father, chLldren, and grandch:Udren • 

..... 
The inereaàe in ,consangutneal1ty ln Rawlins ls exempUfled 

,'. ln the p,resent s,ltu~t1dn where the other mo,t comm~n bouseh91d 

form ls the grandmotber and her grandch4kl.J Monover, thls would , , 

tend to challenge M.G. Smith' 8 (1962b: 218) contention tbat colla-

teral kln ..... as Impœtanl: as the ~mal ~D.ott.er. ' • 

• 

. ' , , , ' . 
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The changes 10 both household type anq composltion ar& 

understood \n terms of econoIl\Lc and dem~raphlc "factors. The 

economlc factors lnclude the shift from cash crop productld'n of 

sugar cane to food crop production. S10ce the food crop produc-

tion ls small-scale and ls geared to an Internal market 1 lt does 

not requ1re th,e amount of labor necessary ln large-scale produc-

.../ 
tion geared to an external market. For the Rawlins resldent 1 the ,. 
major alternative to growLng food crops Ls mLgration. 

111 ~ 

Over the last decade 1 the majorlty of those who leave Rawl1ns 
. ~ 

are termed recurrent migrants. That Ls 1 they travel back and forth 

\ from the Island durLng their productive years 1 wlth the lntent10n 
\ 

\ 

. \ 

\ 
. '\ 

l ' 

1 

of permanently remalnlng in Rawl1ns once they have enough. savLngs. 

. J " 
Their perLodlc absences can create a definlte household type 1 the 

• 
!. consanguineal household. Because a large number of women mlgrate, 

however, the consangulneal h~usehold remains 1 but the core tends 

to changt: ~m the mother and her chUd 1 to th~_-l'te~l grand­

mother and chUd • 

Another demographLc factor whLch glves rise t.o consatlgu1neal 
- '> . ' 

" l 
households 18 tlle hLgber mortalLty rate amongst the men 1Q Rawl1ns. 

(ThlS hlgher male matal1ty rate ls not conf1ned to RawUns, but to , 
, . 

the Western bemlsphere ln general (Otterbeln 1965: 69) .) The lnci-

,dence of oonsanguLneallty ln Rawl1ns may not only he the relu1t . ; 

\ 

" 

.' 

, . 
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of recurrent migrant wage labor (ltself a respense to Nevisian 

economy) 1 but 1t may also be the result of g'reater longevity arnongst 
, . 

women. 

Thus, with certain additLons 1 the ,Gonzalez consanguineal1ty 

• 
model may be applied to Raw ins. These additions include the 

recurrent migration of men a d wornen, ~nd a sex-ratio imbalance due 

to ,higher male mortal, rate ,ct earlier migration. Finally, the core ,... 

of the consangu!neal household for Gonzalez, 18 the mother and 
- " 

her child, that i8 the mo~her-chlld dyade This ls not always the 
; 

case for Rawlins, where lnstead the maternaI grandmother and her 

grandchUd more l1kely forrn the core. This is due to.the number 

of women lnvolved ln recurrent migration. Consequently, when 
• 

the incidence of female emigration increas'es, with both the mother 

and father'emigrating, the core of,the consanguineal household can 
i • 

expect to change from the mother-chUd dyad to the grandmothér-

grandchUd "dyad n • 
, 

There are no real changes in the average size of the hOUSéholds 

in Rawl1ns over the last dècade. The apparent increase in Table 24 

of the 3 Adlacent Genemt1c>nl, spec1flcally those withln the category 

of -mother. 'ther, chUdren, and grandchlldren; must be di8counted 

a& this hlgh figure 1& the relult of one famUy conslstlng of 29 members • 

\ 
o .. ' 

t ~ \ -" 
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FIGUf\E. l , 

'F' FAM\LY: HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITiON 

(uv. ..... IN ~I» 

0} KEY 
~ DIVORC.E 

IND\C~TES CONJU~p.,L UNION~ 

Mf\TING WITHOJl M~~RIA6E 
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o FE MALE.. 
<;r SEX UN KNOwN 
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B : Material Consumpt1on ln Rawlins 

The 29 member famUy cited above, constitutes one of.the 

Most unique and interesting households in Rawlins. Mr. F. is 

65, his wife ls 63 and both were born in Rawl1ns, and married in 

1952. LivLng with them are their unmarried chUdren, and their 

offspting. Also re s iding with them are the chUdren and grand-

chlldren of a daughter of a former consensual union by Mrs. F. 

(The daughter has since dlvorced, emLgrated to England, and 

re-married). Thus, there are four generations living in one house-

hold. Since no extended relatives and no mates 'Of the children 

reside here, this is not an extended famUy. 

The housespot which accommodate8 the famUy is a 2! acre, . , 
partially forested piece of land, that ls rented for $25 a year and 

Is owned by the cousin of Mrs. F. 

Five small shacks located wlthln yards of each other sit on 

the hou se spot • The largest dwelHng 18 a double 6 yard by 12 yard 

stJycture. Supported on stone nogs, the house i8 constructed of 
, -. 

unpainted rotted w?Od, wlth a qa,lvanlze roof. The house cons1sts 

of three bedrooms, inslde of whlch are a total of 5 beds. These 

three roOms sleep 24 people, including aIl the young chUdren, and 

114 

. the lr mother8. Attached to the house la a drop shed, where Mrs. F. 

and her daughters cook for the ent1re family, e1ther on a coal pot, 

or on the wood hearth outslde • 

( 
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The other four building 8 are much smaller than the main 

dwelling, and apart from the one room shack where food i8 stored, 

they lOOge the five "grown Il male children. 

The F. household rnakes most of its rnoney through the sale 

of market fruits and vegetables. Mr. F. rise~ at 5 A.M. to hoe 

J 

and plant in the land; the eIder sons fork the land and the younger 

chUdren weed the crops. 

For the pa st 23 years, Mr. F. 1 S incorne ha s been supple-. 
mented by wages earned at hls joo as a butcher. On Friday eve-

ning he butchers the livestock of a local entrepreneur and on 

-Satucday morning sells the meat in the Gingerland market. Between 

/ 

1956 and 1966, Mr. F. also worked on thé government road proJects, 

eaming $3 a day. Then "they stop me off, and 1 don't work from 

that" • 

Sorne household lncorne 18 received through the wages of the 

three eldest sons. A. installs telephone lines and glves hls 

father $1 every Friday. S. works ln the electrlclty de"partment 

of Public Works, and gives his father $ 2 every Frlday for clga-

rettes. The other son 18 an apprentlce mason and eams only $10 

1 
'Cl month, and'~'he glves when he can". 

Mrs. F. sells the frutta and vegetàbles grown on thelr land 

in the Charlestown market on Tue.days, Thurlldays, and Saturdays. 
e 

. " 
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• A minimum of $15 a week i8 eamedi the transportation costs..are $3 

per weeki and the rent for the govemment stail is $0.04 per week. 

A small amount ln remlttances Is recelved each year from 

Mrs. F. 1 S daughter in England. She manage s to g ive at least 

$lOO, as weIl as presents at Christmas. A son who also emigrated 

to England 18 unable to send remlttances as he Is marrled wlth three 

chUdren. Another son recently emlgrated to St. Maarten to work as 

a laborer 1 and ls unable to send money at thls Ume. Before migra-

Uon, he apprenticed ln the electrlclty department of the Publ1c 

Works and gave Mr. F. $ 2 a week. 

WLth the exception of those members mentlmed, the ooly 

other famlly person to have emlgrated ls Mr. F. himself. In 1921, 

he left for Curacao to work 10 the oU reflnery. He returned ln 

1929, but ln 1935 emlgrated with a cousln to Santo Domingo 1 

capital of the Dominlcan Republ1c, to eut sugar cane. Wlthln 

the year, he returned alone. Mr. F. clalmed that he was paid 

the Barne wage for cutting cane as he would have earned on Nevis. , . 

His real purpose, however, wa s "to go there and see the countIy". 

nIt cost plenty money" to feed the famlly of 29 people. 

FOI'one meal, Mr~ F. must purchase 5 pounds of corn meal 

(feunjl) that costs $0.22 per pound. Slnce the famUy eats corn 

• Meal at least twlce a day., the total cost 18 $2.20. 'f,be daUy 
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• consumpUon of Hsh ls 4 pounds, whlch at $ 0 • 60 per pound costs 

$2.40. A quart of sweet oU whtch sells at $0.25, and 1/4 pound 

of grease or butter which costs at least $0.25 are aiso consumed 

daUy. There are frults and vegetables from the land, eggs from 

the chlckens, and sorne meat from hls butcher' s job that cast 'the 

household l1ttle cash. There 15 also occasional mUk from the cow. 

The minimum dally cost for food, how~ver, 15 $ 5.00. Rarely does 

the amount of money enterlng the household surpass or even equa-

Uze the cost of living but Mr. F. does not complaln for 'when you 

done, you,Jiave to he s~t1sf1ed If. 

With very l1ttle cash avaUable ln the form of remittances 
'\ 

or wages to purchase anything but essential foodstuffs, the F. 

household has accumulated few materlal accounterments. Indeed 

the only "luxury" Item ln the hou se ls a small transistor radio, 

purchased a year ago. The harsh llfe that the F. famUy lead 18 

slmllar to that of other households recelvlng llttle or no remlttances, 

~ and Is a definlte contrast to that of the wealthler Rawl1ns resldents, 

who recelve substantlal remlttance support • .. 

Mr. H., whose husband ls recently deceased, lives with 

her crlppled slster and granddaughter in one of the most materially 

c~mplete homes ln Rawllns. Solelt dependent on the..remlttances 

• 
~ 

sent by her seven chUdren, Mra. H. probably recelves a minimum 
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of $ 2,400 per year," . "The chUdren wrlte every month even 1f they 

can't send money". As Mrs, H. cares for her slater, she is unable 

to work any of the 21 acres of famlly land. Although she 18 the 

only resldent ln Rawl1ns who [8 able to afford a maid on a perma-

nent basls, Mrs. H. 18 seldom able to es~abl1sh 'the necessary 

rapport for maintalnlng htred help longer than a few montha. Mate-

rial conditions ln the H. household have Lmproved sLgnLfLcantly 

wi~hln the last decade. 

The house itself dlsplSlYS two new additions, increasing the 

total number of rooms to seven, excluding the separate building 

for cooklng and eatlng. Red6ntly palnted, the house ls constructed 

~ 

of wood, wLth galvanized roofLng. The older portion of the house 

i8 supported on stone nogs, while the newer addit1~ns are on 

cement slabs. There are four b~drooms, each with double beds. 

In the recently palnted sitting room rests a $1,200 piano, the 91ft 

of one of the daughters. There la a bathroom with Indoor plumbing 

located to the side of the bedrooma. 

The mate rial opulence of Mrs. H" 1 S home reflects ber 

Increased recEitpt of remlttànces. Wlthin th~ last decade, Mrs. H. 

has reached a standard of l1vlng that many Rawlins resldents oruy 

, dream about; she ls also one of the few ellte that can claim: 

. "1 am content wlth my lot- • 

. t· 
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There·.are threé other households that receiv~ over $1,200 

annually in remittances and their material way of llfe reflects this 

prosperity. Although the 1r lite style is considerably improved over 

the last decade, that does not ne,cessarlly indicate their approval 

for present living cO~ions in Rawlins or Nevis today. This Is 

especially the case for those former emlgrants who May have expe­
~ 

rlenced material comforts unobtainable on Nevis. 

For ten years, Mr. and Mes. S. worked in Curacao. Mr. S. 

had been employed by SheH 011 Company and had eamed aver 

$3,000 U.S. annually; Mrs. S. hadwcrked as adomestla servant. 

-
Although they were discriminated against, as evlnced in the local 

crie s of "go home Eng lis n, Mr. and Mrs. S. contend that they 

were not deterted, and insCead reminisce favorably on their lUe 

there. 

ln Curacao we was in heaven, not ln hello 
We were used tq living a certain style in Curacao 
and so DOW 1t i8 gettlng hard for us. We don't 
11ke to be wlthout. 

Those who really are "w1thout" are the housèholds that 
" ,,' recelve no remittanoes or wages. Mrs-. A. ls a wtdow ln such a 

predicament. Her sole ffrm of support Is "the vegetable 1 just l' 

plant up", as wall a. some food from ber daUO,bter nen door. 

Wlth the help of friands of her Jate husband, .he moved. down 

, 2 
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from her mountain housespot to a rented one ln Hard Times, to be 

beside her daughter. Mrs. A. ls never certain whether she wU! . , 

have the necessary mamey "to '1et by". "When people come look 

for food, 1 sell vegetables and get a l1ttle money. Sometlmes the 

priee up and sometimes down. " 

The home' of Mrs. A. renects her flnancial uncertalnt1es • 

... 
SUpported on stone nog s, the house 1.s a small one-room structure, 

constructed of rotting wood, and galvanized rooflng. The room, 

which ls the bedroom for Mrs. A. and her daughter's two young 

chlldren, consists of a single bed, a chair, and a small radio. 

Wlthin the last decade, living conditions have not Improved for 

Mrs. A. "Here on Nevis thLng~ come to me worse and worse; 
; 

thLngs Sv dear and no money to buy. Il 

The opulence of Mrs. H. and the poverty of Mrs. A. and 

Mrs. F. reflect extremes ln the material life styles of Rawlins 

households. The Increase ln the receLpt of remlttances, however, 

enables most households to, acqulre some materlalgoods, in order 

to lmprove both t&ir home and their general living conditions. 

Hou se 
Su.pROtt 

Stone , 18 
Cement : 1 
80th • . 9 

" .i 

TAB\E 25 

House Structure ln Rawllns 

Glass Number of 
.RggL Palnt WlndoWI Booms ~ 

k 

Wood : Il Jfone : 14 y ... : J.O:~·:1-3 • 13 · Galvanise : 12 Som. : 7 No • 18 ."5 • 6 • · 80th • 5 Reoeot: 7 6-7 • 9 . · 

.' 
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TABLE 26 
o 

ConsumpUon Preferences in RawlLns 

Bed 
Clock 
Radio 
Stave (Gas) 
Stove (Kerosene) 
Refrlgerator (Electrlc) 
Refrlgerator (Kerosene) 
Water clstem or tap 
Indoor Plumblng 

Ng. of H.a .. wlth one(or more) -

28 
25 
23 

5 
14 

1 
5 
6 
4 

There 18 no concrete date avallab1e for a de cade ago so that 

a comparlson can he made to determine the dLfferences ln materlal 
< 

accumulation. It wou Id app.ear, however 1 that Most home lmpro-

vements have been made'wlthln the last five year8, 'and the more 

expensive materlal acc6uterrpents have a180 heen acqu1red wlthln 

that five year perlod. 

TABLE 27 

Ll"Lng CondLtlons ln Rawl1n8 ln 1971 
.. 

81nce 1962 H .H. reoelylna remittanoes 

.l&t .1- .H2.. .1. 

Improved 18 64.3 15 83.3 
Same 1 25.0 4 57.1 
WOfse 3 10.7 1 33.3 

Total 28 20 
tr 

• 

l ' 
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When conslderlng the living conditions existent in Rawlins a 

deeade ago, with those of today, Table 27 indlcates that 64.3% of 

the households are living in materially improved conditions; 83.3% of 

those households are reeelving remlttances. Livlng condltions ean 

be consldered relatively the same for 25% of the households in 

Rawlins; 57.1% of those households are receiving remlttances. 

Finally, livlng conditions can be consldered worse for 10.7% of the 

households; one of those households ls recelving a small amount ln 

remlttances. In conclusion, 1t 5eem5 that for Rawl1ns the materlal 

lUe style of the household can he interpreted as a reflecUon of the 

recelpt of remittances. 

c Co-operat1on and Conftlet ln Rawlins 

As emlgration has altered the structure of the household in 

Rawl1ns, so too has 1t lnh1btted soclal1ty wlthln the community. 

The recelpt of remittaIlces by many familles ln Rawl1ns has given 

rise to the privatizatlon of wealth • Remlttance money ls used not 

. .tpr productlye or soclal purposes but ra~er for consumptive pur­
I 

poses. As the economy of Rawlins changes from one based on 

crops to one based on remlttances, It seems that the large!: the 

amount of remlttance s comlng Into the household, the greater the 

amount of materlal consumptlon. The resuIt 18 the protectlon of 

things in the household and the subtle or overt ml8truat of many 

who enter the household. Dlscussed below are three dlf:ferent 

, 
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hQuseholds whose material-affluence, malntained by remLttances 1 

Increases the possibUlW of theft and thereby preven~'\them from 

leav mg tl\e ho~e unattended'. 

~ Mrs. H. 1 cited Prevlously 1 seldom ventures from her homè, 
, .. 

sinee thSlt wO\lld leave lt "unprotected". Although she h~s enough 
, . , 
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money, Mrs. H J Is unable ta keep domestic help heeause "they look 
... ~ , ....... 

for tao mueh ". Thus the protection of hei house apd its 'contents 
, , 

prevents Mes. H. from attendlng social functions and rellglous 

services. / 

\ 
Mrs. G. recelves over $1,200 in rernittances annually 1 as 

weIl as the wages of her grandehlldren living wlth her. Her 
1 

, ,,' ;, 

recently painted home, with glass wlndowsand pol1shed woodee 
. 

floors, reflects her material standing within the communlty a~ do .. 
her hc;>usehold appllances at,td fumLtùœ •• A1though Mrs. G. may, 

be worklng ln the land only yards away from the hou se " the doors 
" , 

and windows of the hom~ remaln locked. Mrs. 'G. la not an ielle ' 

woman and continues ta grow vegeta!lles and sell tbem in the 

, Charlestown IDaJ;ket: She élIsa takes' advantage of her o..:mersbip 

of a refr1gerato~ by selllng lce to the netghbOrs for $0.05 an lee 
, , 

tray. Mr.s. G. seldom recelves neJ.9hbors, in the bouse, and conver-
• a • 

sations are usually conducted outside. Eltber 'Mrs. G. or One of 

the grandchlldren ls at home at aU times. , 
<' 

• 
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Mr. and Mrs. W. recelve over $1,5.00 ln ~ittances. and 

wages annually. Their slx-room house ls weIL furnlshed, and 

inéludes a refrlgerator that is always locked, and a stove.' Frlendly 

wlth very few people, Mrs. W. leaves the house' only when Mr,. W • 

. ls ablj to tend it. Seldom do they~u.ent social or rel1g10us 

events. 

" Wlthin the decade, the incidence of éo-opetaUng wo~k groUJ:8 
".. 

in the com mu nlt y has decllned. Men no longer assemble to cut 

the cane and, due to emigraUon, men are no longer avallable to 
(1 

" fonn work groups; thls leads to the breakdown of viable work rela-

tlonshlps withln tt\i communlty. Members of former work groups 

May assemble at a social function or a rum shop to reminisce about 

the past, or complaln about the present, but, ln ~he words of a 

former cane cutter, no longer do they lIhold together to change 

lUe". Although other househ~lds were 4'ln need there was ooly one 

instance of a co-operatlng wcrk group durlng my stay ln the commu­
. G 

nUy: this was the transferral of the house of Mrs. ~ • ., an elderly 
1 

widow, to her daughter' s housespot in Hard Times. Other depresaed 
'- j 

houaeholdà were unahle to organ~e asilistance, wtthout cash. 

In conclusion, the racent m1strust between Rawllns l'8s1denta, 

and the dec11ne in co-~rat1ng wade groups 18 the r8sult of .mi­

gration.. and a change to a remlttance economy. Thé former 8CO-

'.!. 

,( 
(' }1. 
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nomy, based on agrlculturé, necesaltated the pool1ng of human 
, ,/ 

resources, and resulted in a much stronger sol1darlty wlthin the .... 

community. The present remittande eeonomy requires no communal 

co-operatlon, sinee profits are obtalned through priVate rather than 

group effort. This glves rlse to 'the privat~atlon of wealth mani-. , 
, 

fested. in the protection of materlal 900(f8, creaUng a mlstru.st 

between village resldents. This mlstrust, especia!ly on the part 

" 
of the more affluent residents, leads to less social Lnteractlon! 

In otQer words, the social llfe of the ~ousehold Ls hLndered by 
, 

economlc mobllity. 

, . 

,t 6 , 
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CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSION 

The central f_C;"s of thLs thesls has been household produc-

tion and comJiositton in tl1e vl1lage of Rawllns, Nevis. We have 

been concerned with two ~aJor issues, the, apPl1Cabilltytif th 
, ~ 

Go~alez consanguineal1ty model fer understand1ng cha 
o Q , 

,) 

Rawl1nsi and the degree of agrlcultural productlvlty ln Nevis 
>~ 

generally, ~nd in Rawl1ns spec1ficalfy. Data collected by Frucht 

~ 1962 was compared wLth present data collected between May 
k­

and September 1971. 

Two major flndings emerge. First, wlth certain additions 

the Gonzalez consangulneal1ty model 18 useful for lnterpretlng 

change ln household ~ructure ln Rawlins. The Gonzalez model 
r '\ J 

attempts tp explaln the existence of a partlcular household pheno-

126 

menon bt analyzlng tho,e condltlons whlch glve rLse to lt8 presence .. 
and perslstence. The se conditions are: recuq-ent migration result- \ 

, 
1.ng ln an imbalanced sex-raUo of more women than men; and a 

., 

• 
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This thesis reveals that for Rawlins there is recllIt\nt mlgra-

tion of men and women. There i8 also an imbalanced sex-ratio of 

women over men, whièh appears to be more the result of greater 

longevlty amongst women, and earHer male migration. The con-

sanguineal household forms in Rawllns, but the core tends to 

change from' the mother-chUd dyad, to the maternai grandmother-
.'" 

grandchild "dy~d Il • 

Thus, the Gonzalez consanguineality model for\1}s the basis 
.. 

within which an analysis of household structure ln Bawllns can be 

made. By utilizing the Rawllns data, the Gonzalez thesis, with 

certain additions, becomes a more workable model. It ls here 

suggested that a demographic sex-ratio imbalance of more J'lomen 

than men plus recurrent migration of both men and women in a neo-

colonial society, can give cise to the consangulneal household 

wlth a core composed of the maternai grandmother and her grand-

chUd. 

The other' flndlng ,1s .that there ls agricultural production 

speclflcally in Rawl1ns, contrary to Frucht' s prediction. Thls , -

production 18 limited,prlmarUy to smaU"'scale foodstuffs geared 
1 

r \. 

to an internai market. A de cade ago, agrlcultural actlvlty centred 

on the'!arge-scale produètlon of cash crops deslgned for an 

extemal marke~. Production today focuses on small-scale cu1tl-

vallon of fruits and vegelables for the home and internai market. 
" 

t 



128 

• Binee the household is receiving more remlttances, it can 
, 

afford ta spend less time on the land., From thls sltuation 1 offer 

the hypothesls that the amount of labor put into the hou..sehold land 

ls Inversely proportlonal to the amount of oqtslde Income entering , . 

the household ln the form of wages and remlttances. 

The present economy of Nevis relies heavUy on remuneratlon 
'1 

from remlttances at the apparent expense of large-scale agrlcultu-

'.'" 
raI endeavors. Cash crop production of sugar cane and cotton are, 

at present, Inslgnlf1cant to the Island 1 s economY. Although the 

number of market garden producers are lncreasing the actual size 

of holdlngs under culUvation are decl1nlng. More important, the 

• cultivators are mlddle-aged or older. 

This thesis Ulustrates how the dissolution of a cash crop 

• 
market and the existence of alternative, if distant, markets for 

wage labor lead to recurrent migration, whlch in tum effect changes 

in bousehold composition. These changes in househoid composl-

tian result in the loss of the most productive members, leavlng the 

very young and the oid ta provlde for themseives, where the 

remtttances sent by emlgrant relatives ls IlOt suffic1ent. Subsls-
" 

tence cu1tlvation of ooot crpps and market gardentng for a small, 
1 , 

, but constant internaI market, provide the supplementary - and ln 

• sorne cases the aoly - means of ,existence. Thus, agrtoultural 

.. 
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production exists, albeit l1mlted by the avaUabUlty of remlttances, 

and the dls~b1l1Ues of age. The situation perpetuates ltself to the 

extent that overall economlc planning is absent, and as the youth 

enter their productive years, local opportunlt1es are non-existent, 

and the mig~t1on-remlttance syndrome continues, (see Figure 2). 

Industdal 
Me tropol1s 

Colonial 
Hinterland 

FIGURE 2 

1 ~ 
Decline in Demand for Labor 
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Cash ClOp Market ! ! Mlqrat10n-~emlttance. 

~~~~~u:ltural/ Sex-ratlo I:œlance 1 

j Change ln !ouseholt 
Low P ucUvity f Composition 

The conclusions reached in this thesls necessltat~ a re-eva-

luatwn of the future of agriculture on th"e island. Why are young 

Nevls1ans oot fanning? Hard work, low pay, and low status seem 

to he the obvious factors. The amount of phys1cal labor put Into 

the land Is oot worth the low retums. The Iè:>w, retums 1 1ncluding 

low paY 1 are usually equated with low status. Some say thet the 

amount of physlcal labor ls assoclated with s!ave7 f~ this 

re4son they find fannlng dlsagreeable. U 

.. t {,). 
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The goveminent agricultural officers on the Island, however, 

enjoy bath high pay and high status. If the benefits of higher wages 

and status are extended to aH involved ln agricultural endeavors, 

pèrhaps farming rather than migration could attract the youtlt. 

There are other faUings with agriculture on Nevis. As thls 

thesis shows, government agricultural schemes faU, often prior 

to thelr Implementation. Lack of adequate government direction 

or instruc;).on to the farmer are reasons for their fallure. 
J 

In short, the pre sent pos iUon of agriculture on vis Is 

subJect for concern, not only for lhe people of Nevis f part lcu-

lar, but for West Indlans ln general. As explained prevlously, 

Nevis ls, for alllntents and purpose8, a colony of St. Kitts, 

where the govemment agricultural department 18 hou8ed. Since 

the St. Kitts economy 18 de pende nt on sugar cane plantation pro-

ducUon, the problems'lnherent in the decl1,ning peasant productl-

vlty on Nevls become secondary to those brought on by the decl1-

ning plantatlon productlvlty on St. Kitts. Incleed, this prlmary 

concem wlth plantation agriculture on the part of many West Indian 

govemments Is ~ impediment to lmproved peasant production. 

Accord1ng to George Beckford, 

the development of the peasantry ln the West 
Indles 18 clrcumscr1bed by the ex1stenoe of the 
plantation system. In 8plte of considerable chanQ88 

, , 
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in the soclal, economlc and pol1tical order, the 
problems of the peasant development remaln 
1nextrlcably bound up in a framework of lnstitu­
tlonal relations not far dtfferent -from that whlch 
existed durlng the slave plantation pertod (197 2b: 4 7) • 

These lnstltutlonal relations ln the Wes~ Indles provlde gua-, / 

ranteed markets and prlces for cash crop production, lncludlng 

hlgher wages for the cash crop producer than the market garden 

"CulUvator. Market produce must aiso compete wlth foodstuffs 

lmported from the metropol1tan countrles. These import foods, 

.however, enjoy the prestige attaehed to most materlal goods from 

the metropol1s. 

The competition with cash crops and import foods deter 

. > 
the peasant from produclng food crops for the local market. Cash 

crop production also lnvolves fewer agronomle rlsks. 

Long association wlth large-scale growlng of 
the erop has led to the establishment of researeh 
facUlUes whleh have enabled the development of 
suitable varieUes even for narrow ecological condi­
tions. Pests and disease problems are also under 
control. Beeause of the long traditions of sugar­
cane growing and research, a body of knowledge ls 
now avaUable whieh has lmproved cultlvaUon and 
management (B. and L. Persaud 1968:359) .• 

... 
Detenants to agrlcultural diversification are not only eco-

nomic. L. Braithwa1te writes tliat 

th~ cultural inbJr1tance ••• together wlth the 
contempcrary situation has helped te) produce a blas 
against agriculture. The peasant cult1vator naver 

131 
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developed an inde pendent cultural lUe of his own. 
His psychology ha s, to a laège extent, been in­
fluenced by the rural proletariat, and as so much 
of small farmlng has gone into the export crops, 
the rivalry with the plantation has helped to 
relnforce thls ouUook (1968: 271) • 

132 

Brithwaite belLeves that the absence of a peasant cultural 

environm nt results in"misunderstand.1ngS between agrlcultural 

extenSl0n~ff1Cers, embarke~ on a career ln an urban envlronment, 
\~ 0 

and peaS~ltivators, whose problems extension officers are 

unabl~ understand. Agricultural development plans seldom 
e~ 

inc1ude opinions from the small farmer. They are conceived by 

government officel's whose orientations are theoretlcal, but whose 

practical understandtng of the needs and goals of the small fanner., 

the peasant, seem to be lacking. / 

There is a fallure ln communication because 
farmers see the extens ion workers, social workers, 
and government officers as a whole as having iruil­
vldual goals of the ir owni and are IlOt convlnced that 
the messages actually communicated are motlvated 
ent1rely by goodwUI and understandlng. 

Much of the fallure of extension work springs 
from the fallure of the worker to understand the 
economic problems of the small farmer, or to appre­
clate the llmited range of his experlence (Braithwaite 
op.clt.:274) • 

Another deterr&nt to the suceess of agrlculturatschemes 18 

the class stratification of the society. This engenders a mi.trust 

between the lower c1as8 small fanner and the mlddle or upper 

class agricultural planner. 

' .. 
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Social class differences ln West Irldlan 
society are so sharp that suspicion ls almost 
inevltable. It is thLs suspicion symbol1zed by 
cultural differences that makes communication 
of new ideas dlfficult (tbld). 

To sùmmarize, the present trend in agriculture in the larger 

West Indian Islands Ls "the plantation system of resource organ1-

zatlon (Beckford. 1968: 23 5kh1Ch tnvolves a conèentration in ' 

cash crop production.' Esta\l1shed institutional relations continue 

to make provisions for this concentration, in splte of fluctuating 

world markets. In these larger islands, fooQ. crop productlon must 

compete not only with cash crops for resource allocatiQn, but also 

with 1mport foods, preferred for tlÎeir metropoHtan orlgin. 

In the small West Indian lsland of Nevls, we see that there 
, 

is no competition with cash crop plantation production. There is 

133 . 

competitLon, however, wlth the metropol1tan centres for the island's 
~ -

labor; --Mi-gratlon-is erdemtc-~o -NevIs la ri -society. Th ls leave s an 

tnsuffic1ent supply of !abor fOI" large-seale agrlcultural endeavors. 

In conclusion, schemes for agrlcultural development tncluding 

Clgricultural dlverslfication, seern DlOl'e Ukely to ~ unsuccessfulin 

Nevis in particular, and 10 the West Indies in general. Impediments 

to their 1mplernentation are: lack of communication aDd understanding 

between goverDment agr1cu1tural personnel and ~ma11 larmersi Jack 

of teobn1cal expertlae; Jack of guaranteed laboI'; low wagel; r1gid , 
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class s!Ncture and class mlstrusti and lack of resources, tncludtng 

land, capital and machlnery. 

The success of agrlcultural development programs ls depen- ! 

dent on oUter soclal, economlc, and pol1tical factors. The lnno-

vators of development schemes or:lglnate from the upper echelons 
. 

of- sharply stratifled West Indlan soclety. They control the eco-

nomle and pol1tlealpower ln tbese Island socletles. They are doml-

nated, however, by eonomle and pol1tlcal forces outslde the ~ 

West Indies. The metrop l1tan countrles of Great Brltaln, United . 

States, and Canada control uch of the economlc resources ln these 

islandsi and q,omlnate, wlth 0 her western nations 1 the world 

market situation \(s~ G. Beckford 1972ai Best 1968; Talee 1968, 

1969; A.G. Frank ~70). * 

A reorganizatlon of We st lndian society where wealth and power 

-
is evenly distributed Is necessary. The barders to class equa11ty 

must he broken. These transformations are not l1ts,ely to occur un-. , 

less old ideas, lncludlng a plantation mentallty, are dlscaroed ln 

favor of a new IdeolOCjW that: 

1) mobUlzes natlonal,consclousness about 
'what ls wrong wlth the present system of social 
a,nd ecooomic organlzatlon and what can he dane 
t8 oonect the resultlng injustices; 

-, * Tbe pplltlcalinfluence of the metropolttan poWers ln the West 
Jodles ls we11 documented in the 1964 defeat of Cheddl Jagan ln 
Guyua tIuougb the tnt.ventloa of Amerlcan 1ftteUlgenoe farce._ 
(see Jagan 1966; Reno 1964; and 8cb1e,1Dget 1965). . 
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2) heightens th1s consclO\,lsness and win. 

oommitment for maklng the change; 

_ 3) translate s the commitment won lnto 
action (Beckford 19 72a:230) • 
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APPENDIX 1 

Notes 00 Govemment EstatelJ - Nevis 
\ 
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Low Ground Estate: Purchased in 1951. Approxlmately 493 acres 
of whlch approxlmately 248 acres are~ on lease purchase', the 
balance in 80mb or unlmproved pa sture. 

-,J . 
Hamilton Estate: Approximately 580 acres purchased ln 1933. 
433 a~res approxlmately on lease purchase and annual ren~l, 
the balance in forest and scrub. 

Prospect Estate: Purchased ln 1940. Approxlmately 236 acres. 
135 acres on annual rentaI, 16 acres used by the Department for 
nw:sery work, the balance in scrub or unlmproved pasture. 

HaroUmes Estate: Purchased ln 19'39. Approximately 192 acres 
of whlch 135 acres on annual rentaI and approximately 57 acres 
ln forest. 

FothergUls Estate: Purchased ln 1955. ApproxLmately 228 aores 
of whlch approxlmately 17 acres on annual rentaI; 15 .a~s ln 
departmental use, 196 acres ln scrub and unlmproved pasture. 

New River and The Valley: Purchased ln 1938 and 1944 respec­
Uvely. Approxlmately 790 acres of whlch approximately 200 acre. 
on annual rentai, 100 acres on lmproved pasture (communal grazlnq) 
the balance ln fCX'e st and serub. 

Iodlon Coatie: Purchased ln 1959. Approx1mately.f 70 acres of 
. whlch Ip'proxlmately 320 acres ln lmproved pasture and 150 acre. 

ln scrub. The lmproved pa.ture 18 uMGl fOI' two herd. of cattle, 
1 a m1xed Senepo~bu.b.rd of 93 and a pme z.bu berd of 91 01'1-
gtnally purcha.ed from 1amalca ln 1963, (16 h.Her. aad 2 bulls) • 

• 

Eden Brmm Estat'; Purchased 10 1956 • .Appro.x1métely 303 acres of 
whlcb approxlmately 50 aarea on aanual rentai; the baleDce la 8CII\1b 
and wiJmproved pasture. • -
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Oos D'an Estate: Purchased ln 1945. "Approx1mately 193 acres are 
ln forest. Thls estate la hlgh abov~ the Valley and 'New Rlver and 
ls aimost too steep a dope for cultlvatlon. 

Maddens Estate: Purchased ln 1945. Approxlmately 1024 acres of 
whlch approximatély 112 acres are ,on annua! rentai, 400 a,cres ln, 
lmproved and partlally lmproved pasture. The 400 acres are eany­
Lng head of Senepol cottle orlgLnally purchased from St. Croix. 

Potwork Estate: Purchased 'ln 1955. Approxlmately 179 acres of 
whlch approxlmately 76 acres are used by the De part ment for vege-

\ 

table crops, cotton and sugar cahe. 103 acres' ln unlmproved 
pasture and 8crub. 

Nlsbett EState: Purchasèd ln 1942. 159 acres. of whlch approxlma­
tely 90 acres are on annual rentaI and the balance unlmproved 
pasture. " 

Cades Bay EState: Purchased ln 1939. Approxlmately 184 acres. 
Approxlmately 112 acres arable and the balance ln 8Cmb or unim-: 
proved. The arable portlon was on aDD\Jal rentaI to farmers untU 
1951 when lt operated commerclally to cotton and sugar cane by 
Government. Qulte recently lt has been rented to the Ne~la 
Farmers Co-operative Soclety for fannlng to crops and l1vestock. 

Sprlna HUl Estate; Purchased ln 19"39. Approx1mately 97 acres. 
AJiea was orlqlnally on a rentaI to farmers but at present approxi­
mately 45. acres ls under lmproved pasture and fenced and ls 
canylng a small Senepol herd of ca~le. The' balance 18 under 
serub. 

Information cdurte sy of Mr. Evan Nlsbett 1 Actlng Agrlcultural 
Offlcer, Nevis, May-September 1971 • ..,. 
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APPENDIX 2 

GOVERNMENT NON-EstABLISHMENT WORKERS W/IGE RATES 

~ B. W.1. DoUars per Hour Categories 
l~§~ 1~§~ l~ZQ 

Fèmale LaQor (including domestlc) ••••• .32 .. 35 .35 
Male Labor •••.••••...•.•••.....••• .42 .45 .45 
Watch man .......................... .42 .45 .45 
Gàngers (Grade B) ••••••••••••••••••• .46 .49 .49 
Impr~ •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• .46 .49 ~.49 

Gangers, (Grade A) •••• ~ •••••••• ~ •••••• .49 .52 .52 
Plumbers (Grade Cl •••••••••••••••••• .50 .53 .53 
T~lephone Ltnesmeri (unskUled) ••••••• .50 .53 .53 
Palnters (Grade C) •••••••••••••••••• .. 51 .54 .54 
Ch.auffeurs ........... ,e ............... .52 .55 .55 
Roller Drivers •••••••••••••••••••••• .52 .55 .55 
Telephone Llnesmen (ln training) •••••• .54 .51 .57 
Palntera (Gr4de B) ................... .55 .58 .58 
Plumbers (Grade B) •••••••••••••••••• .55 .58 .58 
Orane Drivers (Grade B) •••••••••••••• .55 .58 .58 
P~umbers (Gra4e A, uncertlfLcated) ..... .58 .61 .61 
Palnters (Grade A) ••••••••••••••••••• .58 .61 .61 
,Telephone Llnesmen ••••••••••••••••• .58 .61 .61 
Carpenters (Grade C, uncertiflcated~ •• .59 .62 .61 
Masons (Grade C, unc'rtLflcated) ••••• .59 .62 .62 
Plumbers (Grade A, certlfLcated) •••••• .11 .74 .74 
·Carpenters (Grade B, certlftcated) ••••• .71 .74 .74 
M1lsons (Grade B, certlflcated) ••••••• .11 .74 .74 
Forelllen Carpenter •••••••••••••••••• .99 1.02 1.02 
Carpenters (Grade A, certlficated) ••••• .83 .86 .86 
Masans (Grade A, certlftcated) ••••••• .83 .86 .86 
Foretnan Mason ••••••••••••••••••••• .99 1.02 1.02 

. 
Source: Govemment Digest of Stat1stlc8, Humber 5, 1910 • 
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