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ABSTRACT 

Aboriginal Eskimo life is conceded to have been a persis~ent 
, , 

struggle for everyday survival in a punishing environment. 

Nevertheless these har~y peoplet although exposed to constant 
II 

catastrophe, did manage to prevail in an ecological balance 

with nature. However, dating from the first contact with white 

men, the preservation of the Inuit culture has historically 

proven to be a battle against extinction. 
-

There we~e many participants, both human and institutional, 

which influenced the transformation of this Arctic scenario. 

These were primarily the explorers who so~ght the answer to the 

riddle of the North ,West Passage; the traders and whalers who 

strove f'or self-enrichment and the missionaries who arrived 
Cl 

with pro~elytizing purpose. The vexing problefus of sovereignty, 

the Royàl Canadian Mounted Police and a variety of Féderal 

Government agencies each helped to alter the original status of . 
Eskimo culture. The Inuit assis,ted their own upheaval by their 

zealous appetite for southern technology. 

Whether or not these influences have impacted benignly or 

negatively' on Inuit society is a cultural dilemma op~n to a 

diversity of interpretations. \ 

The work which follows is an attempt to demonstrate the 

magnitude of cultural deterioratio~ which has become apparent 
/ 

from an examination of English l'iterature. The corpus, of 

material is regre~ably sparse but in recent years it has be~ome 

CC' enriched by, the production of/ writings by native authors. 
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,( ft Il èst ~a:: co~~t~ ~__ l a vi e des aborigê~~~ ~squimaux fut' 

une lutte 'quotidienne ~our sur~i~U::se' d'un m'11i'eu bostile~ Coto
yant sans ce~se l'irréparable, ce peuP1;~'--fgour.,~ assure néanmoins s,on' 

/ 

. ~ 

existence par une maTtrise et un équilibre êcologi~ rquab1es. ~ 
,..;t. (':.. /-. "-......' 

., ,.' Cependant. dês 1e$ prem1"rs contâèt~ avec la C'ivil1sation~èI~~~ 
. blanc. la culture Inuit1se révéla a la merci 9u d~nger redouta~~ 

d'extinction. '-----, "-

De nombreux participant? et des cadres i~stitutionne1s présidêrent 
au déroulement et 1 l'évolution de ce destin~ , En.premier lieu les J •. 

explorateurs qui voulaient percer 1 'ênigme d'un passage vers le Nord 
Ouest; les marchands, les baJeini'ers cherchant fortune et enfin les 
missionnaires au prosélytisme ardent.' Les f!cheux problêmes de 
souvera1netê. 'la Gendarmerie Royale et toute une variêtt! d' agences 
ft!~êrales concou~~rent a 'affaiblir les assises statutaires de la . . -
cult~re esquimaude\ d'origine. De leur propre chef les I~u1ts aggra-~ 
vêrent leur dêm1ss1on culturelle par un appétit sans frein pour la 
technologie de nos Itêgions. 

Quoiqu'il en soit de toutes ces influences, et de 1 "impact bénin ou' 
s~vêre qu'ils suscitê~ent'auP~ês de la société Inuit, la situation 
ethnologique de ce peuple soulêve un dilemme a multiples interprêta-

, .' 
tions. ' 

le'travail qui va suivre s'efforcera de faire la preuve êvidente de 
l '\ \ ~ 

l'ampleur d1 une dêtér1oration culturelle que l'examen de~ textes en 
langue-anglaise nous rend visible •. Bten que peu important le corpus 

• l ' . 

d~ ces textes c.' est heureusement enri chi. par _ l' apport d' oet(vres êcri tes 
par des auto~htones·. " f~'~~~::;. 
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CBAPTER l 

EARLY INUIT SOCIETY AND CRQSS-CULTURAL EXPERIENCE 

For the Inuit, ~e Arctic is 'Nunassiaq', The Beautiful 

Land. Despite this romantic idealization, the North is a 

1. 

~ostile country in which anthropologists tell us the durable 

Inuit have survived for ât least five thousand years. The 

'Savages' as many early haughty explorers referred to the 

Eaquis;naux, were a staic and sturdy race indeed. Over the 

millennia, they had learned to temperamentally accommodate 
~ 

the~elves ;0 their pernicious environment by developing an 

imaginative technology predicated upon their sparse and tenuous 

natural resources which were essentially animal-derived. 

The natural food resources of the Arctic were limited and 

unfortun~tely cyclical 50 that the Eskimo himself ull\li ttingly 

became a part of the balance of nature, migrating when the wild 

life resources of an area had been depleted. The Inuit thus 

~urvived in fragile harmony with their recalcitrant cosmology 

practising a cloistered culture which had been consistently 

shielded fram white foreign intruders who ·come fram where a 

great pole props up the skyn. l 

Beth the Eskimos and Indians have frequently been 

~~ialized as Canada's 'First Peo~es'. The nDdians generally 

lived south of the Timber Line whereas the Eskimos struggled 

1. 
. 

The People of the Twili§ht J Diamond Jenness, The Mac!·1illan 
company, New York, l 28, p. 123 

1 
,$\ , 

1 T ....J 



2. 

to sub,sist in the polar vastness north of this natural boundary 

which segregated the two creeds. However there was vigorous 
.... 

competi tion between these frac:tious_peighbours for the common 

hunting and fishing grounds which bordered both ethnic enclaves. 

Re1ationships were usually passive "Except when -an opportunity 

presented for one group to surprise and kill each othér".2 

The Indians scornful1y described th~,ir Aretie neighbours 

as 'Ayaeskimeau', Raw Meat Eaters, from their custom of con-

s~ng uncooked flesh immediately after an animal had been 

ki1led. The term rapidly became Anglicized and entrenched in 

universa1 usage. However, the Eskimos themselves had always 
D 

fe1t demeaned by the pejorative connotations of this appelation 

so that the y now proudly refer to themselves as 'Inuit',3 their 

own designation for 'The People'. The Inuit language is known 

as 'Inutitut', formed fram the word 'Inuk' which means 'Man'. 

The Inuit, in turn refer to a white person" as 'Kab1oona', a 

person with' heavy eyebrows, a physica1 feature which the natives 

seem to lack. 

The Eskimos in effect had once been a sequestered society 

stru9qlinq for surviva1 north of Canada' s serpentine tree line, 

an are a which has aptly been described as "that damn and bloody 

p ----. 
2. Eskimos Without Igloos; Nelson H. H. Graburn, Little, 

Brown' Co., Boston, 1969. 

3. Canadian Arctic Prehistory; Robert lfMcGee, Van Nostrand 
ReInhold Ltd., Toronto, 1978, p. 124. 

- --_':.._---- -----------------
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3. ~ .. 
space - it just goes on and on until it makes you wan~ to cry 

or scream -·or eut your own throat".4 TO-day the Inuit number 

only abotit thirty thousand persons thinly dispersed over about -

one miJ-lion square miles of tundra, ice imd archipelago. -y This 

immense Arctlc zone haà by the mid-seventeenth century become 

t • a mercantile target for crafty adventurers seeking a shortened -
trade route from Europe to the riches of the Orient. History . 
records that the frenetic search for the fictive North West 

,Passage was actually the primary assault upon the integrity of 
\ 

the Inuit culture by tpe oppressive tentacles of white civili

zation. During the era of early cross-cultural contacts, 

"Everything about the Eskimo astonished the white man and 

everything about the white man was a subject of bewilderment 

.for the Eskimo". 5 

In response to the merciless exigencies of the Arctic 

cosmology, the Inuit had forged for themselves an amorphous 

code of mores and conventions which enabled them to adapt to 

their stern environment. The three relentles~peratives for 

survival were food, clothing and shelter - subsistence being 

~. the primary requisite in a world where 'Food is Law'. Therefore 
if 

aIl energies, cunning and hopes were ta~geted towards the 
, 

attainment of these elusive goals. The physical strength, 

4 • 

5. 

( 
People of the Deer; Farley Mowat" Michael Joseph, London~ 

1952, p. 22. . . 
Kab1oona; Gontran de Poncins, Reynal & Hitchcock Inc., 

New York, 1941, p. 113. 

-- ----- - ------_1 _, __________ ---~.----___ -
~----------- --------------------



C(- . meptal toughness, and steely fatali m of'the Inuit were always 

abundantly demonstrated by their tenacious responses to the 

terrifying spatial vastness which they overcame with their 

~bred Philosophy , of mutual hel.r·fu~ness. ,"Here 'in this hard 

world men who knew not true soci~lism practised'it".6 

c. 

Perhaps the earliest violation of Eskimo culture was 

perpetrated by the English explorer, Martin Frobisher, who had 
, 

successfully penetrated the Eastern Arctie in 1576 reaching 

what is known to-day as Baffin Is).and. Frobisher himself had 

perfidiously seized one of the natives, luring him into 

captivity by tinkling a small brass bell, an occasion for 

wonderment in a non-metal civiliz~tion. The bewildered Eskimo , 

to whom "a bear was a familiar adversary, a white man a being 

unknown" 7 was conducted back to England as a human trophy. We 

are ~old that the nStrange Man of Cathay bit his tong in twayne 

wit~n his mouthi not withstanding he died not thereof, but 
'J 

lived unt~l he came in Englande, and then he died of colde 

which he had taken at sea". 8 To balance off the' triumph of 

the captive ESkimo, five of Frobisher's crew disappeared ashore 

inside an Eskimo enclave. The fate they met has fore ver 

remained a mystery. 

, 

6 • Nanook of thé North; Julian W. ]:lilby, F. R. C • S. , 
J. W. ArrowsïDIëh Ltd., London, 1~2.5, Jh 18. 

" 

7. 'l'he People,of the Twiliqht1 Diamond Jenness, The MacMillan 
Company, New York, 1928, p. 21. 

8. A History of Polar E~loration; David Mountfield, The Oial 
Press, New York, l 74, p. 29. . 

PI # $ 4 
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Captain James Cooke, the global adventurer, 'failed to 

unlock what would have been a North East Passage fram Bering 

Strait to the Atlantic coast. in the year 1778. Somewhat earlier 

in 1769-1772 an enterprising young Scotsman, Samue. Hearne, in 

. the employ of th~ HQdson's Bay Company completed a ~~ring and 

innovative journey assisted by Indian guides up the Coppermine 

River to Coronation Gulf. At one point âlong the river, 

Hearne 1 s party of" Indians s-pied an Eskimo encampment from a 

distance. Despite Hearne's protestations the "Indiar.s immed-

iate1y engaged in planning how they might steal up on the poor 

Eskimos ;n the night and kili them all whi1e they slePt".9 

At one o'c10ck in the mornin~ the savage Indians "rushed forth 
. 10 

fram their ,ambuscade -- and so begar the bloody slaughter". 

Traditional Eskimo -society had always been eharaeterized 

by "self-contained and nomadic little bands âf people drifting 

aeross immense distances, recurrently beset by starvation and 

disrstern.ll These frequen~ migrations were constantly 
-, -

imperilled by sudden storms, famine, drownings, a plunge into 

a eoncealed crevass, loss of èogs or weapons, an excrueiating 

interlude of snow blindness or a myriad of other unforeseen 

catast~ophies. The Arctie was an environment in which life 

9. Tundra, Farley Mowat, McClelland & Stewart Ltd., 
'. Toronto, 1973, p. 57. 

10. Tundra; Farley Mowat, MeClelland & Stewart Ltd., 
Toronto, 1973, p. 59. 

11. The Peoele 1 s Land; Hugh Brody, penguin Books, Markham, 
Ontar1o, 1975,.p. 77. 

1 
1 
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and death were truly nelghbou~~ Despite the hazards, the 

Esk~os<successfully naviga~ed by noting remembered landmarks 

assisted by the dogs' confident sense of direction. It has 

often been sa'id that 'every Eskimo carries a compass in his 

head' • 

The nuclear family was the basic kins~ip uni 1: and the 

successful hunter within this clan automatic'àlly earned the 

prestigious role of head man. Inuit social organization rarely " 

extended beyond the family level but several families, generally 

interacting and mutually supportive formed a~settlement or 
, 

community. A population centre was nominally conposed of a 

huddle of igloos with perhaps as many as fifty but rarely 

exceeding one hunâred individuals. 
., 

The numbers of people in 

any one, set~lement were in direct ratio to the'supply cf wild 
F 

life in the,arèa which could feed the inhabitants. There were 

no hierarchical structures, no governing councils and only a 
, " 

fîexible version of ad hoc justice tempered by the needs of 

the occasio~. The aqncept of politics was entirely unknown. 
(2 

,By and large, _ the customs and traditions of the Inuit had 
- l' remained essentially unaltered until the predatory whaling 

fleets arri ved in' large numbers abou~ __ the middle of the 

nineteenth century. The sailing vessels with their cosmopolitan 
-' 

but disruptive crews converged from the Scandinavian countries, 

Enqland and the Uni fèd States hungerinq for the lucrati. ve 

profits generated by the whaling industry which "as a theme 

~~4--------------------------___ )t ____________ ..... _m_._R~*~lM'n_; __ • __________________________ '~m.'~~._. 
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" 
for adventure in an industry, wha1ing had fêw peers".12 

However about ,1910, the wha1ing industry-;suffered an abrupt . 
-and disastrous demise. "The American whaling fleet dwindled 

f~om seven hundred ships in 1846 to a half dozen vessels in 

1912".13 Nevertheless, the lengthyexposure to the 'southern 

syndrome' had clearly a1tered the native life style and 
, , 

destabilized their patriarchal traditions. 

About this point in t~e dedicated but frequently over-
, , 

, 

zea10us competing missionaries of both Christian faiths began 

to arrive in significant numbers to convert the "horde of 

. t ., b .. "14 19noran a or1g1nes • These men came despite the fact that 

the Eskimos had successfully survived within their own mystic 

milieu for thousands of years, spiritually nourished by beliefs 

- and mythologies of their own creation. Unfortunately a c1eavage 

between the host culture and the prose1ytizers quickly arose 

because the white transient adven~urers were not a1w~ys models 

of rectitude since "The traders and wha1ers often contradicted 
/ 

in their conduct the princip1es the Ministers laboured to 

teach" .15 

12: Scrim5haw a1:,r-Mystic Seaport; Edouard A. Stackpole, The 
Marine Hi~torical Association, Mystic, Connecticut, 1966, 
p. 14. 

13. Scrimshaw at Mystic Seaport; Edouard A •. Stackpo1e, The 
Marine aistorIca1 AssocIation, Mystic, Connecticut, 1966, 

.. p.x. 

14. Thawing Out The Eskimo; Rev. Adrian-G. Morice, O.M.I., 
The SocIety for the Propagation of the Faith, Boston, 1943, 
p. 63. . , '-

15. Thawing OUt The Eskimo; REv. Adrian G. Morice, O.M. I • , 
Thë SocIety for the Propagation of the Faith, Boston, 1943, 
p. 14. 
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Because the Ir.u1t were a non-literate ~d. there 18 a 

tragic lack of information\abo~t thé pre-his~or~al phase' of 

their culture. Fortunately, howev~r, due to the ~otions of 

late nineteenth ~entury missionaries a syllabic Syst~of 

wri ting was devised which originally found i ts applicat,l'On in 

the production of hymnals and religious tracts. Nonetheless, 
" ' 

like many other aboriginal peoples, oral legends and myths 

provided the essence of their evanescent past. Regretab~y, 

though, the body of popular English li~erature which deals 
, 

\ 

with the Eskimo ethos is shallow and sparse probably because 

\ 

the public imagination did not respond ta the remote, vaguely 

understodd and deemed unimportant culture, although the 

attainment of the North Pole by Peary in 1909 did generate 

tre~endous world wide interest. However, an examination of 

available, literary material will be undertaken to d~nstrate 

how the impact of cross-cultural contacts has affected the 

survival of the Inuit culture. 

, 

..... T 
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CHAPTER II 
t 

A-PEEP AT THE ESQUIMAUX AND OTHER POEMS 

, One of the most historica1 popu1ar editions of Inuit 
, 

literature, A Peep at the Esquimaux· was a poern which appeared 
,l, 

in England in the year 1825 during tr~ reign of King Geor-ge IV. 
': 

The poem is a saries of witt Y verses which were intended to 

rsatisfy the romantic curiosity of a juveni1e audience. Iron-

-.. 

! 
,; 

ica11y, the work stands out to-day as a va1uable testament te 1 

the primitive state of pre-contact Eskimo culture. In har.mony 1 
with Eng1ish social conventions when it was considered inde cent 

for a woman te associate herself with any 1iter.ary endeavour, 

the poem was attributed anonymously to "A Lady". 

A Peep at the ESquimaux was pub1ished just a few years 

after Edward parry had completed his first Arctic voyage in l819-~ 

20 and John Franklin had re~urned from his initial northern 

adventure in 1822. It woulq appear therefore with some degree 

of certainty that the poern was inspired by journals authored by 

these explorers when they returned to England, defèated in-~ 

attempts to open up the fabled North West Passage. Signifi

cant~, bath expeditions experienced only pèripheral contacts 

with the Esk~os thus reinforcing the thesis that initially at 

l~ast white adventurers had little concern for the Inuit them-
. 

- selves. As for the Passage itself, it was not to be until the 

1. A Peep at ~he ESquimaux; By "A Lady", B.R. Thoma~ Juvenile 
Repository, Banover Square, London, 1825. 

1 
1 : 
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early 1900's that the first\transit was successfully achieved. 

Roald Amundsen and his crew \each~d' Nome, Alaska from the East 
<J 

in August 1906. They had begun their journey in 1903. 

A Peep at the Esquimaux i.s a valid portrait of pri.'tine 

Inuit culture. Objectively perceived, it provides us wi~h a 

dispassionate word picture free of any suggestions of the maq-

isterial smugness which was often exhibited by I~perial Observ

ers. As an example, we are told that -Franklin and his men 

strode into the Artic wearing top hats R2 during his first mis

sion obviously refusing to acknowledge that Eskimo survival 

and the~efore his own - had alway~ been~pre4icated upon an 
. ~ 

intelligent adaptation to the lethal environment. ~I~should be 
-noted that Franklin and his whole crew unfartpnately peri shed 

during their third polar adventure. 

The poem begins with a succinct summary of the destitute 

environment fram which the aborigines drew the material to craft 

the implements and weapons needed for their hunting activities. 
1 

They pursued the caribou - the ·sine.guanon' of native diet -

with bow anà arrow or waited patiently crouched immobile over a 

seal ho le for endless benumbing hours hoping for a mammal ta 

appear; Fortunately, being endowed with short and stocky bodies, 

the Eskimos possess a low ratio of skin surface ta body mass 
r 

and therefore suffer, less heat loss. At the seal hale the spear 

2. A History of Polar Exploration; David Mountfield, The Dial 
Press, New York, 1974, p. 14. 

, 
----,.~-
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wa8~ always poised at the ready ~and the doqs waited silently at 

a dis tance. 

·With scanty means this harmless race 
Form useful weapons for the chace. 
Blade composed of flint alone, 
Or other nicely sharpened stone. 
They shape the Bow and i v ~ ry Spear 
And liqhten Dart to strike the Deer." 

Drift wood a precious and scarce commodity which floated 

up from the Tree Line w}s prized for its usefulness and versa-

l ility ; ;' 

"Drift wood which comes from distant land 

/ 
Is sometimes fotind upon the strand. 
And this, thouqh scanty the supply, 

/ 
To many uses they apply ~ 1 

1 It forII1s the Paddlè broad and strong, 
1 With which the boat ta row'd alopq 

And the neat Shade which Natives we~r 
To guard their eyes from snowy glare, 
Whose workmanship would not disgrace 
E'en artists of superior race." 

The sledqes (Ramutik) and 'boats used by,; the Inuit durinq 
.' 

their wide ranginq migrations were completely devoid of Any metal 
1 

fastenings. Instead, the wooden or bone components were lashed 

together~ith strands of braided animal sinew. The outer shells , 

of the swift kayak ~r that of the larger family boat, ~he oomlak, 

were made ~rom seal skins, i'Oined w;~ sinew which swelled when 

wet to'render the needle ho es impervious ta water. Due to their 

f~quent travels, a surfeit of material possessions on the con
ç . 

finea sleds hampered mobility and increased the work of the dogs 

so that by shee~, necessity Inuit Society was obliged to be 

severely utilitarian and based upon resource sharing. 

j 

/1 
1 

1 
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"Wood for their ,Sledges, too, they use, 
But chiefly skins and whale bème ·cno9se: ., 
Of these they form the neat Kayak 
And Woman's boat, or Oomlak; 
Of shape commodious, ~his appears 
By women rowfd· an old man steers, 
Someti~es in tkis, they luggage take, 
In/summer when they cross the lake." 

\ 1 

12. 

Evidence that the' Inuit cul}ure in the early, nineteenth 

century was still akin to that of the Stone Age is confirmed by; 

J 
Î 

"No sort of me~al here is known, 
~ei~ arrow-heads are tipt with bon~ 

~ And sharpen' d flint of every size 
Or iv~ry, which they chiefly prize 
The' bone of Whale, the hoof of Deer 
AmOngs,t their implements appear 
Wi 1;:h· e'usk of Walru$, and.' the horn 

> of Musk-Ox and SeaJUnicorn: 
AlI these material,s form· ~ part 
In works of indus~ry and art." 

1 

The crucial role thelwomen played within the family compac~ 
, 

revealed in the following couplets; 
1 

"T is not in outwa~d garb alone 
That women's industry is shown. 
With equal art t ley can produce 
Utensils neat fo household use; 
Barness for Oogs and Gear for Bows 
And Bowls of lea her they compose: 
The whale bone P t and Fishing Line ~~ 
With curious Toy of iv'ry fine." 

And the,authoress, Ir. Lady', who may very well havè been of 

patrician,breeding, was d~scerning enough that even in primitive 

IS~~ieties a woman ',s work ras never done; 

"While husbands, no assistance give; 
Women as household drudges live, 
They make the Coat, the Boot, the Shoe; ~ 
And tailors, cooks and butchers, too." .' 

} F TF 
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The,natùra1ly obdurate temperament and rouqh manners of 

the untut9red Eskimo are revealed in the following socio1oqica1 
. \ 
~rofile; \ 

" , 

\ 

"Hi~ patient Sr;>irit never failS, 0 

In'~gnorance bred, to Nature trüe, 
Hfs~faults, irdulgently we vi~, 
No ood example. meets his eye . '. 
~e , wallowing in gluttonYi ' 
His ~ilthy habits unsubdued, 
His manners gross, his gestures rude. 
No friendly hand assists to teach1 
Instruction comes not in his reach; . 
And scarcely knowing good from i11, 
Be~ng untaught, he's blameless still! 

The inbred, fatalistic courage of the Eskimo is confirmed ' 

"by the following descriptions; 

"In his erect and honest mien, 
Undaunted bravery is:seen. 
Not smal1 th~ courage the y can boast 
Who fearless tread the ~cy coast. 
Or who" like Esquimaux can dare 
To "combat wi th a Polar Bear? ft 

, 

; 1 
, 1 

1 

l' , 

Religion was an'1l1-defined and abstract con~ept of the 

0 

Eskimo,psy.che. Inuit be1iefs were founded upon a medley of oral 
",. 

legends which ~e frequently corrupted in transmission·as well 
1 

as upon a.sys~em of taboos, shamanistic ritual and fai~ in.a~ 
profusion of. animal. spiri ~s. . They ·did not f'prmal.ly worship any 

/} 

ce'lestial dei ty ncr did they have any notion of a purgatorial; 
\ 

- , o' 1 \ 1 \ 
hell in after-life. Thei~ stoic temperament was reinforced ,by 

/ -
the credo that "The dead remain at the age they were when they 

. . 
died. Thus there is éln evident advantaqe in dying young, '.as one 

(', 

remains young forever".3 
~I 

/ 

3. Theietsi lik Eskimo -;.: Asen Bali:kc!, The Natura1 
G rden' C~ty, New York, 1970. p. 214. 
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((' . _/_/// However, the idyllic sp~ctacle of, ~ pristine cUlture whiçh 
// 

\ '-... 
... :;--. 
<>-'" 

Cr 1 

-.... 

// is generated by this sympathetic poem has become sadly corrupted 

.:It. 

, . 
by an invasion 'of 'western culture. The Eskimos' inherent desire 

to emulate the whi te man in combination ,.,i th their aggressi v~ 

material expectations have sharply traumatized their vernacul~ 

society. The resultant deformations are ~ainfully manifest in ~ 

the countervai~inq poem'writt~ in 1968 eùtit~ed Lament for the 

Dorsets by the Canadian poet, Al Purdy (1918-). In this po~ the 

Inuit hunters mournfully ask 

"What's wrong? What happened? 
Where are the seals gone?" .• 
And died." 4 

, 
And again in the same morbid mood, an Esktmo writer bewails 

. 
the tragic fate which has enqulfed his people; 

"They pushed us awey from our life' 
now the y hunt us 
beg and entreat us 
to display Qur dead life." 5 

\ 

f' 

A central feature of that dead .life of course was the intrepid 

hunter piloting his kayak off-shore with patriarchal verve, search-
, 

inq for caribou, a term derived from ft, tuktu" or !j;imply the deer 

- .- - 'Caribou' comes f~om the Micmac Indian name which ~eans the 

shoveller or the animal that paws through the snow for its food. w6 

4-: 

5. 

6. 

Canadian Anthologyi Edited by Carl F. Klinek & Reginald E • 
Wattersi Lament for the Dorsets, Al-Purdy, Gage Publishing 
Limited, Toronto, 1974, p. 463. L 

When my eicture,disappears; Author Arqaluk Lynge, Translated 
, by Marl.anne Stenbaek and Ken Norris, Aretic Pol;i.cy Review, 

Nuuk, Greenland 1/83, p. 2. 

The Unbelievable Land; Editor I~ Norman Smith, Specially the 
. Caribou, Dr. A.W.E. Banfield, Queen's Printe;, Dept. of 

Northern Affairs, Ottawa, 1964, p. 25. 



, < /' 

c \. 

.7. 

·4 

'b J 

~ _____ -.. _______ lf._"-_~ _ • ......--........... ~ __ """"' ____ ... L~ _-....... - -,-~» ... ~- ..... 
... 

15. 

, , .. 
·Por I see 
And reca11 in memory a man in a kayak. 
S10wly he toils Along in toward the shores of the lake 
With many spear-slain caribou in tow 
Bappies't am I 
In my memories of hunting in kayak.- ," 

1 .. ~. 

- . 

Oli vfak 1 s sonpf the Caribou; AlI Rinda of Everything, Bd! ted 
by LouIs Du ek, Clarke, Irwin & Co. Ltd., Toron~o, 1973, p.~S_ 

• • 
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CHAPTER III 

THE EARLY EXPLORERS 

In order te fathom the magnitude of cultural deterioration 

experienced by the 'Permanent People' of the Polar ~m, it is 

necessary to examine the panorama of influences which shaped 

this transformation. One must also record that not aIl 

~skimos are of a single homogeneous creed across the vast . 

hinterland, na land out of which life has died Qr a land to 
1 which life has not ye~ come". Hence one finds a degree of 

, 
reqional flexibility with regards to socia~ traits and customs. 

The maritime dwellers were primarily dependent upon the peal 

for subsistence whereas the caribou were crucial to the 

survival of the inland natives. However, in aIl cases where 

an alien culture is being scrutinized, one should he dis-

passionately guided by the,even-handed dictum proqlaimed by 

Vilhjalmur Stefansson, nIt is human nature to undervalue 

whatever lands are distant and to consider disagreeable 

whatever is different n
•

2 

It was Stefansson who demonstrated during his first Arctic 

v~nture in 1906-07 that southem man could successfully survive 

by foraging off the land 'Eskimo-style'. The early explorers 

who sought ta live in that hostile climate according to their 

own home-qrown values generally failed, as has been noted in 

~, 1. 

2. 

Kabloona; Gontran de Poncins; Reynal & Hitchcèck Inc., 
New York, 1941, p. 31 

The Friendly Arctic; Vi~jalmur Stefansson, The MacMillan 
Company, Toronto, 1921, p. 687 

, . 
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. the third Franklin expedition. Minnie Aodla Freeman, a native 

authoress confirms the wisdom of-the Inuit's inherent adaptive 

eapabilities. She explains, nlnuit society was bound by rules 

and c\~stoms that fçmnd their justification in simple survival n. 3 

Some contemptib1e examples of white prejudice appear in 

An Arctic Rodeo (1929). In this volume the author boorishly 
• exelaimB, "The Arctic? Oh yes! 'The last of the world's 

aborigines n. 4 He then describes a conversation with an Eskimo 

wh~se name .he could not grasp. "The response was a series of 

seal barks and pelican cries n• Another mean cultural affront 

appears in Kabloona (1941), that of a hunter departing on his 

perilous mission, nlong hair flying .~n the wind, his rags 
\ 

blowing about him, inconceivab1y the picture of a medi~va1 

mendicant n• 5 The author n~glected to add that each time a 

hunter sets out on his peri10us mission he leaves behind a 

potential widow. 

However, the responsibility for this alleged state of 

deeadence must inevitably be shared by the western eivilized 

nations which have_adopted a posture of cultural legislators 

towards 'a 1esser breed ' of people. Jean Lesage, former 

-Federal Minister of Northern Affairs who later beeame premier 

of Qu~bec 'wrote a pertinent article in the Beaver Magazine in 
.r 

3. Life Among the Qallunaati Minnie Aodla Freeman, Hurtig 
Pûblishers, Edmonton, 1978, Quote Inside Oust Jacket. 

4. An Aretic Rodeo; Daniel W. Streeter, Garden City Publishinq 
Inc., Garden City~-New York, 1929, p. 7. 

5. Kabloona; Gontran de Poncins, Reynal , Hitchcock Inc., 
New York, 1941, p. 26. 
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1955, -As soon as any white man made contact with or 1ived 

1 wi th the Eskimos, he began to -disturb the weIl establis~ed 

~pattern of their society. Be was beginning to create the 

~ problems of adjustment wbich exist' tO-day".6 One of the 

severest cultural dislocations resulted from the evo1ution 

18. 

of a money economy which displaced the s9cially equitable 

~stom of bar~er and mutual helpfulness. Stefansson confesses 

~ th~t during one of his earlie~ ventures, "I had put $1300.00 of 

paper money in my hip pocket and a hundred pounds in weight 

of silver and go Id which we carried for trade with the Alaska 

and Herschel Island natives-. 7 

6. 

7. 

\ 

: 

The Beaver, Spring 19551 Enter the European Amonq the 
Eskimos, The Honorâble Jean Lesage. 

The Fz;iendly Arcticl Vilhjalmur Stefansson, The MacMillan 
Co. of Canada Ltd., Toronto, 1921, p. 56. 

• 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE WHALERS; TRADERS AND MISSIONARIES 
i , 

The explorers seeking the elusive answers to the frozen 

secrets of the North West Passage were of 'co'rse the first 
o 

'outside'rs' to leave their 'foot prints' on the Eskimo culture. 

'Then followed the hard living traders and whalers. In their 

trail came the ardent but not always temperme~tally qualified 
, 

missionaries. Then in'the ear1y 1870's, the Royal North West 

Mounted Police was founded 'To uphold the Law' in the burgeoning 

north west and the sub-Arctic. This federal agency later evolved 

into the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, a p01iticized body which 

was mandated to superimpose a code o~ 1ega1 values upon an unso-

phisticated society whose e~hical precepts were governetl only by 

the struggle to remain aliye in a land "about which everything 

was a link in the chain of death".l 

Central to aIl these intrusive in!luences were the foreign, 

economically powerful trading companies which flourished primarily 

, by eXchanging southern wares for furs, especially the Arctic white 

fox. Notàble among these corporate giants were Revillon Fr~res 

based in Paris and the imperialistically oriented Hudson's Bay 

Company operating out of London under a charter granted by King .. 
Charles II in 1670. At times these mercantile antagonists per-

formed,humanely - on other occasions as raw buccaneers. However, 

1. Kabloonai Gontran de Poncins, Reynal ~ Hitchcock, Inc., New 
York, 1941, p. 19. 
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the corrosive psychology of the '~olonial Syndrome' was present 

in aIl trading companies.·· n~ht! Hudson' s Bay Company man to whom 
. 

had been entrusted the management of the new district was Mr. 

Christy Harding, an Englishm'an born in India."2 During the ter- )' 

rible depression years of the 1930's when the price of furs 

plunged, the Hudson's Bay Company absorbed ~he faltering Revillon 

Frêres. 

Although the'whalemen chased down their magnificent prey in 

aIl oceans of the world, the history of this daring commerce in , 

the polar regions began only in the decade following the initial 

parry and Franklin voyages. We are told ~~at "The Arette had 
4 

never been penetrated by a whaler until 1835".3 The exotic prize 

the whalers sought were sperm oi1, ivory and blubber. (Blubber 

was the vital ingredient in the Eskimo diet.) Whu~e bone was used 

extensively in the manufacture of stays for ladies' corsets, a 

Victorian obsession in feminine fashions. Even buggy whips were 

crafted from this sarne pliant material. Whale oil for illumin-

ation enjoyed world wide application before the development of 

kerosene. However! by about the year 1910 an altered indus trial 

strategy had by-passed the need for wha1e-oriented resources and 

commercial whaling had become obsolete. Unfortunately, however, 

major damage to the Inuit subsistence chain had a1ready been 
-' 

2. The Friendly Arc~ic; Vilhjalmur Stefansson, The MacMillan 
Company, New York, 1921, p. 390. 

3. Scrimshaw ~d Scrimshander; E. No~an Flayderman, N. Flayder
man Inc., ..New Millford, Connecticut, 1973, p. 7. 
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inflicted. Indiscriminate harvesting of whales with newly 

deve10ped weapons charged with gunpowder had gravely depleted 

the herds to the serious detriment of ,the natives. 

To emphasize the enormous influence the whalers'had upon 

• ' native culture, Farley Mowat wrote that "By the early 1900' s 

American whalers and traders had taken de facto control of the 

whole western Canadian Arctic coast from the Alaskan border ta 

Victoria Island - - - and much of the east Baffin coast as well. n4 

The searnen in addition to guns, knives and axes introduced su ch 

highly use fuI articl~s as matches, tea, tobacco, metal needles 

and a variety of fancy èanned foods. Even the magic of the primus 

stove was soon to be eagerly embraced which provided the Inult 

with a more secure source of light and heat than the archaic 

blubber-fed stone l~ps (Kud1u). However in conformance with our 

western money-dominated society, "The traders came, stayed briefly 

when their profits war~anted then left the land and thought no 

more of the destruction the y had wrought" .• 5 

It should be noted that the whalers were as ignorant and 

unheeding of their-grLm environment as they were avaricious. 1n 

the first known autobiography ever written by an Inuit entitled 

I, Nuliçak, the author who was born in the Mackenzie Delta in 1895, 

w~tnessed foolhardy sailors deserting their ships at Herschel 

4. Canada North Now: The Great Betral'al; Farley Mow-at, 'McClelland 
& Stewart Ltd •. , -7orQn~o, .1976, p. 33. 

s. People of the Deer; Farley Mowat, Michael Joseph Ltd., London, 
, 1952, p. 51. 

" 
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Island to set out on·~oot for Dawson City many hundreds of miles 

away, lured by the specious romance of the Gold Rush. The silent 

north has never recorded their successes but the book tells us 

that "In N 'lligak' s life is compressed the transition from a Neo-

lithic cult"lre to our modern society. Nuliçak began his life 
<'./ 

using tools of bone and stone virtually identical to those used 

byour own ancestors ten thousand years .ago n •
6 When Nuligak was 

~ 
a youth, axe heads were made out of stone and ice picks were 

wrought from ivory, <bone or antler. Nuligak had aiso hunted polar 

bears, the Eskimo's most formidable adversary using spears at a 

distance and then daggers at close range. Nuligak, the cultural 

patriarch, died in a modern hospital in Edmonton in 1966. 

A dramatic increase in cultural alteration was precip~tated 

Dy the arrivaI of ~arge numbers -of zealous missionaries - ?ften 
, 

estimated to have been as many as one per hundred native popula-

tion. These men came as spiritual paradigms to redeem the pagans 

from "the unspeakable ~ora1 depths to which this people had sunk 

before the coming of Christianity n
7 but too often "Conversion was 

encouraged by trade, medica1 benefits, threats and tireless exhor-

tation".8 '" Sorne missionaries pre-dated the parry and Franklin 

6~ 

7. 

8. 

l, Nuligak; Edited and translated by M. Metayer, O.M.I., Peter 
Martin Associates Ltd., Toronto, 1966, Inside Jacket Cover. 

Thawing Out the Eskimoi Rev. Adrian G. Morice, O.M.I., The 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith, Boston~ 1943, p. 55. 

The People' s Land: Hugh Brody, Markham, Ontario, -p". 23. 
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expeditions by several decades. "In 1752 the schooner, ~ope, 

chartered by three Christian merchants of London set out with four 
\ 

missionaries to Christianize the Labrador Eskimos. They brought ' 

muskets, powder and salted PC~k."9 

Although essentially mèn ~f good will, not aIl clerics had 

been educ::ated to understand the st.range trad.i tiens and sys'tems of 

mores which had historically evolved in response to the environ

ment. Fortunately, many 'long robes' had received medical training 

te relieve the distress of accident or sickness, especially the 

virulence of'tuberculosis. Nevertheless, there were stubborn 
tI7 

individ~als amongst them who were willing to sacrifice the well-

being of their parishoners by inflicting a literaI and inflexible 

interpretation of Christian_dogma. Sorne missionaries in effect, 

even vainglori~usly attempted to establish their own personal 

theocracies. Community tensions were further exacerbated by com-

petition between the two faiths to win over the sarne meagre cli-

entele. To highlight the rampant rivalry a 'Catholic missionary 

boasted "With the dogs l've got now, l'Il set up my mission in the 

north of Victoria lslqnd where no missionary has ever penetrated. 

l'Il calI it the mission of Christ the King. It'll turn the Pro-

testants green with envyn. lO 

so~ missionaries stubbornly 
4 

refused to comprehend that the 

rudimentary imperative for survival transcended the need for piety. 

9. An Eskimo Village; Samuel King Button, M.D., F.R.G.S., Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge. The MacMillan Co., New 
York, 1929, p. 24. 

10. The Ghost Voyage; Gontran de Poncins, Translated by Bernard 
Frechtman, Doubleday & Co., Inc., New York, 1954. 
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It sometimes happened that when the long-awaited herds of caribcu 

appeared on a Sunday, the starving Inuit were forbidden to hunt 

the animaIs. They were condelnned as 'Sabbath-Breakers' and threat-

ened with an after life in hell, ,a concept which ~aradoxially 

appealed to the Eskimos for its eternal warmth. Fven fishing in~ 

'near-by streams on the Sabbath was denied the natives to satisfy <; 

their craving for food. Even struggling natives wnose instinctive 

impulses to remain alive superseded the niceties of poliie behav-

iour by southern norrns were denounced as that of a "Savage in his 

abhorrent state of nature". Il 

One excessively devout Oblate priest canonically stated, "We 

f~~~re the missionarY goes before the doctor, first things first. 

It's more important fo~ the Eskimo to get into heaven than to be 

cured of tuberculosis".12 A 'sadden~d hunter who had reverentially 

buried his father's possessions with the body in acco~dance with 

local' custom, was castigated by a fan~tical priest who accused him 

of theft. "Your people are liars and thieves. T~ey are pagans 

and cannot be be1ieved. n13 

11. 

12. 

• 

People of the Deeri Farley Mowat, Michael Joseph Ltd., London, 
1952, p. 85. 

The Desperate People; Farley Mowat, Little, Brown & Company 
Ltd., Toronto, p. 114. 

; 

13. ~he Snow Walkeri Farley Mowat, McCle11and & Stewart Ltd., 
Toronto, 1975, p. 173. ~ 
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CHAPTER V 

INUIT TRADITIONS AND MORES 

.. , 
1 

Inside the family igloo the focus of warmth, light and 
1 

25. 

hope was the stone lamp "which produced a wavering pennant of 

black smoke fram its wild cotton wick but the faint warmth and 

murky illumination were welcome sensations". 1 50 cri tical was 

the lamp to the cheerful mood of the dwellers that "without a 

lamp, the igloo was a grave" 2 In primeva1 times thefire was 

laboriously started with a hand-held friction bow or by rubbing 

stone flakes together over a bed of moss or twigs. Provi

~ntially, when blubber was in sufficient supply, enough he~t 
could be generated to warm the soup of undiluted se al blood, 

) 

me1t ice for drinking water or to thaw the rock-hard caribou 

Meat or fish which had been cached in times of plenty. A 
: 

favorite treat was 'Nirukky', 'Eskimo Salad', - the semi-
o 

digested innards of caribou intestines - actually moss and 
/-

( 

lichens devoured by the animaIs when foraging. The marrow of 

caribou bon.es was another diet,ary prize. Family members 

enveloped in caribou fur robe~_~ caribou hair i3 hollow which 

renders the skins both warm and light weight - slept on plat-

forms~ constructed'from ice blocks. A semblance of light 

~netrated through a window made either of a layer of trans

lucent ice or dried seal intestinal membranes sewn together. 

1. The Snow Walker: Far1ey Mowat, McClelland & Stewart Ltd., 
Toronto, 1975, p. 167. 

2. Kabloona; Gontran de Poncins, Reynal & Hitchcock, Inc., 
New York, 1941, p. 214. 

'" 
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cachfng food during times of plenty was a,vital precaution 

against future famine. However, the comestibles had to be 

meticulously concealed against the wily wolverine or the 
L 

powerful polar bear"predators which could in vade vi:,rtually any 
, 

structure in which food had been vaulted. Meat had to be stored 

whenever a surplus be'came available because "an inland Eskimo 

had to kill two_hundred caribou annually to keep himself, his ---------
family and his dogs alive". 3 Inuit on the trail frequently had 

to endure punishing famine. During one such migration, a 

despairing family stumbled across "a deer cache - - - a foul 
2 

mess of hair, bones and long-rotted meat, but it gave us the 

strength to continue on our journey" 4 Often, a fr?ritically 

hungry Eskimo chewed his seal skin clothing, an organic materia1, 

for traces of noun.shment to remain ali ve. It is believed that 

it was this~~ustom which Inspired the famaus episode in Charlie 
l' 

Chap1in's movie.The Gold Rush, (1925), in which the comic 

daintily ate a boiled leather shoe te ease his hunger. There 

are also varied accounts af a hunter.,l who "fell on his 'knees 

when he, reached the scattered black droppings -or an Arcti~ hare. ,.'

He gobbled up every one of th~. ~~ __ ~--------
,~ 

3, Seasons of the Eskimoi Fred Bruemmer, McCle11and & Stewart 
Ltd., Toronto, 1978, p. 10. 

4. The Snow Walker~ Farley Mawat, McClelland & Stewart Ltd., 
,Toronto, 1975, p. 113. ' 

Wolf Run: James Houston, Longman Canada Ltd., Toronto, 1972, 
p. 27. 
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Within societ~, age was the eriterion for a~~rity and 
) 

hunting skills the badge for prestige. A.~outh ascended to, 
i: / 

manhood just as soon as he had ki'll~d hi~ 1 first animal. ,/The 1 

bow used i~ th~ hunt ~as'~SUal~y,mad~ "from deer hO~Pli~ 
~~d ~ound' toget~er wi°th'plaited deer sinew and arrows with , , 

/' 

s~arp ivory heads c~pable of piereing and k~1tin9n.6 It is 

interesting to note that the Arctie ecology. does not generate 
/ 

,~y toxie mat'~rial (the polar bear' li~er aside) so that pbisons 
• 1 • 

.• were not availabJ.e_ for hunting use as in otl1er primitive 

cultures . 

. Native weapons wer~ generally ineffective inst+Uments, a 

bow and arrow having a useful range of less than one hundred 

yards. Hunting was gen~rally eonducted as a joint family or 

'group effort assisted by the dogs to reinforee the attack and 

. - to help haul the slain animals back to the igloo; However, 

'with t1e introduction of fire arms, the ~ùnter tended to become 
o ,/ 

a solo predator thus fragmenting the collaborative bonds'Which 
J . 

, ... .... ]. 

, had alwa'ys' 1?een eha~acteristl:c of Inuit society. The one very 

, qrav~/~rOblein attendant with the introduction of quns was the 
tenU:Ous' supply of ammunition. Having lost their anoestral 

. , 

l, ~rowess' with bow and arrow or harpoon, whenever the supply of 

/ ~unition ~as exhausted, the abi1ity to secure wild life was 

dangerously tmpa~red and the whole settlement suffered terribly. 

6. Nanook of the North: Julian W. Bilby, F.R.G.S., J. W. 
ArrowsmIth Ltd., London, 1925, p. 182. 
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IEach time a stoic hunter set out he was aware that he was 

exposing himself to risk fram the unpredictable environment 
1 

while the wamen back at the igloo accepted his 'plight' with a 
/ 

silent anguish.. Yet "There was nc.. show of emotion, no fare~ell, 

though the men knew they might not ~eturn~~7 As a matter of· 

fact there· were no native words for 'good-bye' or 'thanks' in 
- ~ 

the Eskimo language. Whatev:er d;i.saster might occur the 

résponse was ~reflexiVe'"'AYOrama'. It can't be helped: life 

is like tha t -. 8, The word 'thanks' was not known because in a 
-

society distinguished by its fratern~l interaction, whatever 

one gave or received was'reciprpcated by his neighbour a~ the 

need arose. 
/ 

In the beginnlng, parent - offspring relationships were 

psychologically close within the f~ily compact, stimulated . 

by the human propinquity in~ide the ~~ined space of the igloo. . , 
Chil~en were taught respect and pridè for their heritage by 

,. 
the conspicuous deportment of their eIders. Ouring the seamless 

"'-, 

blackness of the winter night~they loved to tease good 

n~turedly (sometimes scatologically), they sang and played at a 

l 
cat' s cradie while the men challenged each other vith arm-

wrestling. -The women scraped and seved skins, rolled and 

r 

7. Nanook of the North; Julian W. Bilby,'F.R.G.S., 
J. W. Arrowsmith Ltd., London, 1925. 

8. Ayorama; Raymond DeCoccoIa, Oxford Univer.sity P~ •• , 
Toronto, 1955~ Text inside Jacket Cover. 
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smoked cigarettes, continuinq such badinage and gossip until 

the nightly dance. The men talked âbout their dogs, their ' 
\ 

huhting and what they would bargain for at the trading post 
.. ; 9 
~hen they reached it~" However, inside the igloos, the 

etiq~ette-less and infrequently bathed Eskimos were oblivious 

- '''''to the smelly accumulations of disqusting trash, putrid fil th 

and an assortment of discarded paraphernalia. When fo:Xl 

happened to be plentiful, c~unity dances were held in over-

sized igloos to the beat o~drums, the only indigenous musical 
..", 

instrument. Prodigal feasting and merry-making continued, 

uninterruptedly for days. 

Oral leqends were recited inside the igloo, a learninq 

process for the young folk which extolled by-qone heroic,s, 

lamenting erstwbile tragedies or didac~!cally expounding 

patriarchal traditions. The animated, oft-times todthless 
li" 

,t 1. 

\ 

i 

. f 

raconteurs enthralled the children with their dramatic gesturea \ 

and vocal shadinqs which they used to enhance the excitement of 

their stories, emphases which are lost to-day fram casual 
""'--. -

readinqs. A poPular legend of the'Copper Eskimos recalled the 

first people to i-npabit the earth. -In the first times there 

wer~ an~ ,~nlY a sinqle WQID&Il. Sbe mated vi th a doq and 

bore therefrcm a li tter of dogs and human .beings - soma of 

whom became white men, others Indians while still others 

9. Ayoramai Raymond De Coccola, OXford University Pre •• , 
Toronto, 1955, p. 150. , 
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became E~i.mos • .... 
10 Thus the differènt countries were popu1ated" •. 

When the warming spring daylight began to, displace the mono-· 

.lithic winter night, the congealed spirits of the people' 

responded with wexploding passions and madness w,ll a giddy 
-

release of spirits probably comparable uo~the May Day 

festivities in medieval England. 

Chi.:J.dren leamed by imi tating their parents who in turn 
, 

tended to mimi~ and emulate the 'civilized' wh~tes. The boya 
1 

stru9gled to become profic!ent in huntingGstrategies and the 

maidens in hou!ehold chor,es, especially sewinq. In~ t 

phi1osophy prec1uded disciplining childrenl the parents were 

aware that the implacable environment would do it for ~m. 

wRules are thinqs ve Inuit childr:'en vere never'" brought up 

vith-. 12 There vas also the ingrained traditton of, the secQnd 
1 a 

generation providing for ~arents in o1d age so every precauti~n 

vas taken to'promote cordial relationships between Age groups. 

Perhaps the weapons of the hunt were the most p~cious 

patrimony a young man might inherit. A father proudly told 

bis son, wThe spea~ and the whip will he yours in time W • 13 

10. Ref9rt of the canadian Arctic Expedition1 Volume XIII, 
D1amond Jenness, King's printer, Ottawa, 1924, p. Sl-A. 

, 

l~. Ayoramal Raymond De Coccola, Oxford University Press, 
Toronto, 1955, p. 85. 

12. Life Among the Qa11unaat: Minnie Aodla Freaman, Hurtiq 
Pûblishers, Edmonton, 1978, p. 17. / 

13. Nanook of the North: Julian W. Bi1by, F .R.G.S. , 
J. W. Arrovsmith Ltd., London, 1925, p. 23. -
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Mothers customarily transported their infants naked 

except for a head covering, snugly inserted in pouches slung 

fram the shoulders - a convention in apparent contradiction 

with our own sense of thermody~cs, but which was psycho-

10gically a healthy phenomenon which helped to fuse a firm . ~ 

relationship between mother and child - a similar custom . . 

whereby Indian children were carried on decorated 'cradle 

boards' . Excretiçms vere removed from the pouches with 
1 

caribou pe~ry or absorbent ptarmigan' skins which also served 
. 'tW< 

as ~ilY towels. Socks made out of ptarmigan were also 

est. ~- ed as fashion items in a bride' s trousseau for which 

"Need1es were a1so provided and both kinds of thread, deer 

and seal sinew - - - and a woman' s knife and lamp", 14 but the 

mo~t indispensable tmplement which could be owned by any 

Eskimo fami1y was the snow-knife used "for eating, for building 

the igloo, for attacking the polar bear". 15 

Religion was merely a nebulous accretion of acquired 

conventions, taboos, superstitions and legends bound up with 

the magic and spirituality of Shamanism, a tribal phenomenon 
. 

which has withered as the Inuit have become assimilated. 

Sp;rits were deemed to dwell everywhere, even under the sea 

, . 
l4. NanQok of the North; Julian W. Bilby, F.R.G.S., 

J~ w. Arrowsmith Ltd., London, 1925, p. 180. 

15. Kahloona; Gontran de Poncins, Reynal & Hitchcock Inc., 
New York, 1941, p. 54. 
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and in the inanimate world, aIl of which had to be propitiated. 

Stefansson observed at the turn of the century "1 noted that 

Naqasah's milk teeth were pulled out by her mother with a piece 

of sinew and that the~ were net thrown away but were carefully 

put inside pie ces of meat and fed to dogs - - - for were seme 

evilly disposed man to get hold of one of your teeth, he could 

practice magic on you by practicing it on the tooth - - - you 

freeze a man's tooth or a paring of his finger nails and you 

give h~ chills, - - you let them drop and he is likely to 

have a fall in the mountains and to break some of his bones if 

not to kill himself".16 According to tradition because seals 

and whales dwelt in sea water, the Inuit were obliged to pour a 

dipperful of fresh water into an animal's mou th when brought 

ashor~ because "If 'a hunter neglects to~do this, aIl the other 
if'-

seals know about it 'and no other seal will ever allow himself , 

17 to he killed by that hunter" 

Amulets and charms were favorite devices worn in order 

to deflect evil spirits, especially those associated with the 
, ' 

hunt. Simultaneous~y, they were intended to confer upon the 

wearer th~ remarkable physical attributes of the ~imals they 

represented. A grandmother had sewn a pair of ~ulets into 

the parka of her grandson, "one was a wolf's claw and another , 

16. MI Life with the Eskimo: Vilhjalmur Stefansson, 
The MacMillan Co. of Canada Ltd., Toronto, 1913, p. 56. 

lj. MI Life,with the Eskimo: vilJjaLmUr Stefansson, 
The MacMillan Co. of Canada Ltd., Toronto, 1913, p. 57. 
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a hawk's bill to make him a'swift hunter like his father and 

grandfather".18 There were also many stern interdictions an 

Eskimo was obliged to observe "during his life time. Amongst 

33. 

the Ihalmiut creed "are the laws which prohibit the making of 

skin clothing when there is no snow on "he ground - - and 

numerous taboos covering the activities of a pregnant woman 

and governing the conduct in the camps when a death has occurred. 

A surprising number of those apparent1y senseless restrictions 

have a sensible basis in reality and are not simply the ritua1s 
, 19 

of the super natural". In effect, nThe taboo system was 

the first automa~ic defense mechanism against uncontro11able . 
and unpredictable dangers n• 20 Hence the Inuit dictum natura~1y 

evol~ed that na wise ma~ means a man who knows a large number 

of tabaos ft. 21 

18. Wolf Runi James Houston, Longman Canada Ltd., Don Mîl1s, 
Ontario, 1972, p. 21. 

19. Peop~e of the Deer; Farley'Mowat, Michael Joseph Ltd., 
London, 1952, p. 259 • 

20. 

21. 

. ' 

The Netsi1ik Eskimo; Asen BalicR!, The Natural History Press, 
dGarden city, New York, 1970, p. 223. 

My Life with the EskimoJ Vilhjalmur Stefansson, The Ma~~1an 
Co. of Canada Ltd., TQronto, 1913, p. 412. 
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CHAPTER VI 

SOCIAL STRUCTURES 

-There is absolutely no internaI organization to hold 

authority over the People. No one man or body of men holL. 

power in any other sense than the magical"1 - and that man was 

the Shaman. This master of the occul t was thought to be imbued 

wi th supernatural powers but in reali ty he often exploi ted the

credu!~ty . of the Settlement with raw quackery. His presence 

was feared and his pronouncements were tantamount to folk-ll'w. 

He was fed, pampered and given sexual license with any female 

he desired. This usually bedaubed é:.I1d ~renetic;: mystic could 

theoretically cause the cari50u herds to appear or cure the 

sick but he could also maliciously accuse ~ny individual of a 

misdeed in order to protect his own priestly status. There was 

so much fanciful belief associated with Shamanism that "when an 

'aunqutquhk' (Shaman) wanted to find out how other villagers 

were doing he would push out the bottam of a wooden Dail or . ';, 

dish and would then fill it with water. The 'aunqutquhk' would 

4look into the bucket. He could see through the bottom an,d look 

at aIl the villages along the coast. This was Eskimo television-. 2 

l~ 

2. 

People of the Deer; Farley Mowat, Michael Joseph Ltd., 
London, 1952, p. 183. 

peotle of Kauwerakl William A. Aquilluk , Laurel L. Bland, 
A aska Methôdist University, Anchorage, Alaska, 1973, 
p. 118 • 
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Inuit sexual mdres were never codified and like many other 

aspects of 'their society were adapted to both time and place. 

Children were not shielded from witnessing such performances, 

especially in the confined spaçe of the igloo. "The ex change 
, ,---

of wives was cammon among the Eskimos ~ - - a relief from the 
.. 

monotony of existence". 3 As a matter of fact the Eskimo was 

surprised that white men did not 'trade' their wives. "Why not?" 

asked the astonished Eskimo. "There's no harm in it. A wife 

doesn't wear out. When l get mine back she ig always as good 

as she was before". Instances of multiple wives, although not 

cammon did occur. His two wives gave Siksik the sort of 

prestige a two-car garage ?ring~ a businessman. Bigamy for 

him represented virility and in the eyes of his fellow hunters 

added to his stature as a man n. 4 Actually i t conferred prestige 

upon a husband to loan his wife or daughter to a white man for 

a jar of jam or a packet of needles. And within Eskimo society 

itself, ardent males courted their lady friends with exotic 

packets of caribou tongues or "with an immense bouquet of 

marrow bones". 5 

3. Kabloonai Gontran de Poncins, Raynal' Hitchcock Inc., 
New York, 1941, p. 119. 

, 
4. Ayorama; Raymond De Coccola, Oxford University Press, 

Toronto, 1955, p. 37. 

5. The Desperate Peoplei Farley Mowat, Little,Brown , Co., 
. Toronto; 1959, p~ 81. " 

~ 
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A 'hunter might be away from his wife for several weeks at 

a time stalled by weather, accident, white-out, or frustration 
~ . 

ta find any wild life. As a tr~pper primarily in search of 

whi~e faxes, he might be away for extended periods checking 

his r~ares, radiating out a hundred miles or more from the 

family iglo04 Under these conditions it was not unknown for 
.; 

either ~ate to take an interim partner for carnal camfort. 

Significantly however, any child bom of such a temporary union 

was never considered to be unwanted. A male infant especially 
'J 

was always cherished as a potential hunter but na child from 

any source whatever was welcome as any other child in the. camps. 

Patemity is unimportant".6 

Sadly, whether a female child at birth was allowed ta 

survive was linked directly ta the food supply and not for want 

of affection. Fem~le infanticide was a.positive technique to 

conserve food for more productive family members. "What good 

is a girl? A useless mouth to feed for months and years until 

she is taken away by another man, possibly never ta be se en 

~gain".7 Normally-children had to be suckled for as much as 

three years because of the vagaries of available nourishment but 

> 

6 .. 'People of the Deer; Farley Mowat, Michael Joseph Ltd., 

7. 

London, 1952, p. 181. 
) 

Ayorama; Raymond De Coccola, Oxford University Press, 1955, 
p. 3. 
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child mortality nonetheless was shockingly high. During that 

barren term the mother wou1d be biological1y incapable of 

producing a future hunter to ensure the security of the family. 

In any event the new bc.-n infant was cleaned "with the silky -. 
fur of an Arctic hare an1 more particularly with her mother's 

"" Il 8 ~o:lgue • However, according ta tradition unless the child 

to have been an 

~he destruction of an infant was ngt ~dered 

1mmoral act. ' J 
had been named, 

The practice of female infanticide had a long term effect 

on Inuit society because it reduced the numbers of marriageable 

w~men. This imbalance of partners in turn generated jealousi~s 

and hostilities amongst the male majority creating social 

tensions in the camps. Also at the other end of 1ife's 

spectrum Lhe elderly and infirm fatalistically sacrificed 

themselves rather than become burdens on frai1 food resources. 

"The old became a dead load on the sIed, a dangerous hindrance 

on the trail. The lives of the young and the strong had to be 

?reserved at aIl costs and the weak and crippled had to be 

sa~rificed. It was the unwritten lawof the land".9 In 

conformance with this philosophy, a disabled father in a starvinq 
t 

camp commanded his son to hang him. "It is the way of our 

. 1 " 10 p~op e • 

8. A~orama; Raymond De Coccola, OXford University Press, 
Toronto, 1955, p. 8. 

9. A~orama; Raymond De Coccola, Oxford University Press, 
Toronto, 1955, p. 67. 

10. Paper StaIs Put; Editor Robin Gedalof, The Custom, 
Charlie Patsauq, Hurtiq Publishers, 1980, p. 60. 
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The Inuit, once 'born-free' as Eskimos, had never 
o 

s 

envisioned.a formaI code of laws. Their society had always 

been bound by rules and customs predicated upon simple survival. 

The Eskimos consi~tently respected a neighLJur's privacy but 

resented the social disruptions inflicted b~' drones and laggards 

in a mutually reinforcing community. Social peace therefore was 

resolved by exercising a system of ridicule, moc~ery and/or 

ostracism against malefactors. Psychologically, this was a 

very effective technique (also employed by t~e Indians) because 

the approval and esteem of one's peers elevated an individual's 

prestige. 

The concept of law was always persona1 unless the we1fare 

of the larger commurrity was prejudiced. The l~d and its 

resources be10nged to aIl the people. Nonetheless nShould a 

man continuously disregard the Law of Life, then little by 

little he finds himself isolated and shut off from the 

community".ll Crime and punishment were in reality only 

nominal phenomena. "AlI of the delicately balanced minor and . ---major- -restrictions -~hich go ta make up the law are flexible - -
. ---------------

their openness to indi vidual interpretation, and their capaci ty 

te adjust to individua1 cases, that acceunts for the remarkable 

al>sence of what we know as t crime' • "12 ~ Nevertheless, a baser 

Il. People of the Deer; Farley Mowat, Joseph Michaels Ltd., 
--- London, 1952, p. 184. 

12. People of the Deeri Farl~y Mowat, Joseph Michaels Ltd., 
London, 1952, p. 175. 
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numan instinct did manifest itself amongst these patient but 

obtuse Inuit. Blood feuds, usually to vindicate the murder 

of kin were known to occur but fortunately "The custom of 

foregoing vengeance and renouncing a feud in favor of a 'tax' 

or blood price was quite cammon with the Eskimo, particularly 

the Copper ESkimos".13 Ironically in earlier years an 

R.C.M.P. constable may have arrested a native 'in the name of 

" the king' for what may have been an infraction of southern ~ 

mores but what was habituaI practice in the North. The officer 

would then be burdened by a prisoner without a jail house -
1 

an offender who knew how to survive in open country where 

the constable himself might perish. 
\ 

• 

-13. Ir Nuli9'alq Nuligak', Edited and .translated by Father M~ 
., Metayer, O.M.I., Peter Martin Associates, Toronto, 1966, 

p. 142 •• 
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CHAPTER VII 

PERCEPTIONS OF TIME AND COMMUNICATIONS 
\ 

The Peoplels perception of time was an ongoing linear 

phenomenon rather than a ,recurring cyclical experience, a 

pon-systematized structure which was measured by events and 

the vagaries of memory. During pre-contact times neither thA 

calendar nor the clock existed. Disastrous famines which 

virtually annihilated whole communities were used as tempçral 

reference points •. A bench-mark accident was the sinking of 

the Hudson' s Bay Company~-sûpply ship, Nascopie, nea:z:; Cape 

Dorset on July 21st, 1947. "Each new mon th is told by some-
, 1 

th;ng to remember" January is known as 'Onaitovick' the 

short days. The coming of April is 'Nuwaitoivick' meaning 

_ caribou fawns are born. C "The Inuit don' t celebrate birthdays .. 
-------------~ 

We ~reckon maturi ty in tenns of year's". 2 
____ ------- J 

During migratio~s, 'da~s' were measured in 'sleep\', 

random intervals when a weary group halted to construct an igloo 

(a cornbined ,effort requiring about two to three hours) to rest 

up and ëat. Tne--C!1anging" seasons were---deser-i-bed by the 

specialized activities which dorninated the Eskimo will to stay 

alive. 'Akunakhee l , for example, was the designation for the ~ 

1 .. People of Kauwerak~ William A. Aquilluk & Laurel L. Bland, 
Alaska Methodist University, Anchorage, Alaska, 1973, p.19. 

2. Life Among the Qallunaati Minnie Aodla Freeman, Hurtig 
Publishers, Edmonton, 1978, p. 37. 

,-
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tJ.me of starvatien - just prier io the return of the 

caribou in the spring fr~ feeding in the South. Fred 
~ }' 

Bruemmer, ~n active and respected polar ethno1ogist has 

observe ~ that according to the Inuit "Tïme is a~ vaque and 

un\~portant concept anQ the white manls preoccupation with 
, 

exact-time and exact distance mystifies and annoy~ the Eskimo 

mind. - ~. - Mood, weather and need were the determinants of 
., 

~ 10f Il 3 1. e . To-day cucJco c10cks are status symbo1s and "The 

çectaole of an Eskimo setting an alar.m clock striking1y points 

up the cultural revolution that b,as swept Canada 1 s Eskimos in 

a single l~fe t~e·.4 

To record the age of an individua1 - Eskimos were a~ways 

an approxLmate n~r of winters 91d - or any other process 
v", .. •• 

which required tlae Most; elementary"a~ithmetica1 ca1culations, . . 
a1ways 'presented vexing pUZZtes to the natives. Anthropo1i~is.t 

, 1 

:Di~ond Jenness (1886-1969) notes i~ People of the Twi1iqh~ 

thàt sane tribes we're p unab1El! to count beyond thè number six. . 
~ 

';, f' 

Quantit1.es were loos~ly designated by the s~listic expression 
( 1 l , ~ 

~more' ~~n ~wo me~ have fingers,and toes·,5 a crude technique 
,; .. 

common to.~y aboriqines. Being i1literate and untutored, the 

~'Inuit' weFe, obliqed to re1y on their inbred instincts for surviva1. 
,'. .... 

t __________ ~~ ______________ ~-----

-,' f 

3'0' Séasons of the EsJti:moi Fre4 Bruemmer, McC1e11and , Stewart 
Ltd., Toronto, 197], p. '93. 

4~f 
~ 

Nunaga1 Duncan pryde, Walker & Company, New York, 1971, 
'';ô 2 77~' . 

,~~. ,Thè S~:irit wre~t1.r; J1mes Ho~ton, McC1el4.and & Stewart 
Ltqo, Toronto, 1980, p. 45. 

, 
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"Eaeh year tbe Great North ~akes its tithe in frozen lungs, 

in hands that have to be eut off before gangrene sets in, in 

eyes that slowly vitrify with blindness".6 Tragically, the 
~ 

long isolated Inuit were vulnerable to 'imported' catastrophe, 

the white man's 'civilized' ~iseases to whic~ they had never 
\;J 

acquired a natural inununity in t:pe North. 'l'heir resistance to 
• 1 

contagion was nil and as a result virulent epidemics savaged 

the camps "when the white man and his germs arrive once a year 

by ship each summer".7 Howevp.r, equally disastrous was the 

ende~ scourge of tuberculosis, a pan Arctic killer, induced 

by in:erior sanitation and erratic diet. Whenever a serious 

contagion wiped out a camp, which happened with alar.ming speed, 
.. " the starvi~g dogs, unattended WE\re left to dl.e. Sometimes 

\ 
during sieges of dLre distress, the Hudson's Bay post managers 

~ 

were per.mittéd to dispense relief under the provisions of 
, 

'epidemiF account' or 'destitute rations'. 

Communications in the-Arctic were historically tenuous ·and 
. \ /,v,\ 

-1 'V 

uncertain, the 'letter-box' invariably being mant hundreds of 

miles ,away by doq-sled. Stefans$on during his first visit ~o. 

the Aretie in 1908-1912 mentions that -wa left a letter in a 

/ . 

The Ghost v~;agfi!; Gontran de Poncins, DowJlè~ay " Co. Ine., 
Garden city, New Yor.k, 1954, p. 61. 

7. EskimOs Without Igl008; Nelson B. B. Graburn, University 
of California, Serkl.y, Little, Brown " Co., Boston, .. 
1969, p. 142. 

l' 
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tin cao suspended fram a pole in a conspicuous place at the ., 

mouth of the (Copper.mine) river hoping that seme wandering , 

Indians might pick it up and eventually carry it to the Hudson 1 s 

Bay post at Fort Norman three hundred miles aw,- y". 8 (lnk waS 

known'to freeze solid'in the cold). A few yearp later news of 

the Great War only reached Dtamond Jenness at Coronation Gulf 

in November 1915 - more than a year after hostilities had 

erupted. Jenness dismally records the disgust of the 

uncivilized pagans after he had explained the mortal ~plications 

of warfare to them. "The Eskimos were troubled. lkpuck could 

not believe our western 4atives when they told him that white 

men .were killing each other like caribou. He pondered the , 
subject for seme days wondering whether after aIl the ancient' 

traditions of his people might not be true; certainly white Il 

men who deliberately us~ their extraordinary knowledge and 

powers for the wholesale massacre of each other was strangely 
• 

unnatural and inhuman-. 9 

It is interesting to note the. frail and daring plans con

ceived for an aerial re_cue of Stefan •• on believed lost vith 

his ship, Karluk, during his third po~ar expedition in 1913-18. 
i 

8 .. 

9. 
• 

My Life with the Bskimo; Vil.hjalmur Stefansson, Tbe 
MacM.il1an Co. of Canada 'Ltd., Toronto, 1913, p. ~:v 

peEt!:a9f the Twi1iqbt; Diamond J'enn ••• , 'l'he NacMi11u 
COIIIPUlY, liew York, 1928, p. 194 • 
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"Airplanes were to be employed. A ship would takè the air-
. 

planes to the north COAst of Alaska anQ they would make 

reconnoitering flights of 75 or lnO miles fram shore -

Each trip wou.ld be a non-stop ~light. AlI this was to be done 

in Ju1y to September 1915. - - - Opvi11e Wright emphasized the 
; 10 

impracticabili ty of the airplane. part "__ Perhaps the aphorism, 

'There are no old pilots, just bold pilots in the'North' derived 1 

fram just such primitive plans. Stefansson ultimately returned 

to his base at BersQhel Island without any ~xternal assistance • . - -
--~ .. 

Some twenty-five years later'Lord Tweedsmuir, Governor General 

of Canada (1935-40) writing as the author, J~hn Buchan, observed 

the cultural paradox that "The Eskimo had n~ver seen a horse or 
. . Il an automobile but he knows a~l about aeroplanes". 

A great leap forward in communications with tha outside 

'" world occured when "In_ 1925 ~ Oblate in Eastern Canada, 

Father Rudolphe Oesmarais, constructed two small radio seta 

for Chestecfield and Éskimo Point and thanks to station KOKA of 

Pittsburgh which transmitted the message free, the Fatbers 

... thereafter received word. fram their relatives every saturday 
.-..... . 

evening" • 12 Bence contemporary news vas received in the North 

; 
l~. The Frie'ndly Aretic; Vi1hjalmur Stefan.son, The MacMillan 

Co-.,,-of Canâda, Toronto, 1925, p. 383. 

Il. Sic){ ,eut River; John Buchan, The Musson Book Co. Ltd., 
Toronto, 1944, p. 123. . . 

12. Thawing Out the Eakimo; Rev. Adrian ~. Morice, 9.M.1., 
The Society for the PropaqatioD of the Faith, Boaton, 
1943, p. 20?" 

------.... -------------- - - , ---:---' ...... ,----, -J_idQll.~ 
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~despite the cranky and erràtic reception. Perhaps the Inuit 

quardian spirits were trying to repel the deforming .ssault 

of Southern culture! 

Throughout the recorded history of the Aictic, the husky . .. 
was thè indispensable ally of the Eakimo. He shared the 

tribulations of his master equally with the elations of the hunt . . ' 
1 

The animals, endowed with a sharp olfactory sense" performed .s 

reliable sentinels outside the igloos sniffing out danger fram • 

Afar. During the suumer lt).onths whën the sun dissolved the 

compact s·urface of tlie tundra rendering sledge travel impossi:ble, . ' 

the rugged creatures were employed as pack animals, in winter 

the doqs unerringly smelled out the breathing holes which 

betrayed the presence of s~.ls - and helped to haul the carc ••• 

back to the igloo. 'The fearless'doqs also helped to strike down 

the polar beu, often at the coat of tbeir own lives. When 

AdmiraI Peary reached the Pole in 1909, the first white person 
J'; 

to achieve this. triumph, hi. original party had included 
• ,1 

-twenty-two me{1, seventeen wcmen and two hundred ,forty-.ix --~ 

doqs-.13 To-day the husky has been releqated ta the statua of 

a h~usehold pet but is eternally memorialized by his image on 

~e coat-of-arms of the Y~on Territory. 

For the next couple of decades, the stone age convention. . 

of the Inuit vere being relentlessly eroded by the prolif.rll.t~on . ,. 

of nev indu.trial technoloqy filtering throuqh the frozen but 

13. The ~loration of 'Northern Canada: 500-1920, Alan CoOJte 
\ anclIve Bolland, The ArctIc üIstory' Pre •• , Toronto, 

1978, p. 317. 

F .-: 



.. 

"'. 

c 

\ 
46. 

. . 
perous Arctic borders. The ardently receptive natives, stoic 

by nature but ~equally materially oriented were more and more' 
• 

beginning to abandon the hunt in favour of urbanized life in , 

settlements anchored around the expandeatrading posts. 

Family bonds were coming loose; age-old beliefs were crumb~ing., 

The white fox, an international commedity which was équated 

wi th the mere tricious magic of money, had supplanted the 

caribou as the premier wi~d life crop. Soon the impact of :t., 

· World War II was to demolish Canada's ~ltimate frontier and 

bring the Arctic and i ts people into the immet!iate world. 

On, the groWld W A man in the coming darkn.ess is whipping, his 

dogs. - - - Meanwhile in the Sîty an aviator pro'tected fram ~e 

cold by his electrically heàted fl~ng suit soars,over those 

same ragions and wonders whether this is whe're the Russian 

attack will come from w•
l4 Inuit culture, whatever remained 

'Of it, was doaoed. 

! 

• 

14. The G!l0st Village: Gontran de Poncins, 'Trans. frca French 
6y Bernard Frechtman, Doubleday and Co., IDe., Garden 
City, New York, 1954, p. 68. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE IMPACT OF WORLD WAR LI 

Wh(m war erupted in 1939 the circumpolar area was thrust into 

the maelstrom of universa1 confliet. The Canadian Aretie beeame 

a vital adjunct to North American military strategy.-During 

World War II the eastern Aretie lay direetly in the path of the 

Great Cirele, flying routes betwp.en North America and Europe. A 

number of air bases and radio stations were built. Tbe Cold War 

has in effect transfor.med the whole Aretie into a front lin. 

between RUBsia and North America - - -. The Eskimo is -under the 
, 

gaze of 'eivilized' man whose reasons for eoming to his land have 

nothing to do with native populations.- l In WaShington it wa. 

feared that the Canadian Aretie eould beeome the Polar Gateway 

to the Pentagone ·Oefense measures are bringing a considerable 

number of people fram the south into the cQuntry. Industry 'ia 

beqinning to spread into the Aretie and the isolation which has 

protected the Eskimo for so long ia being-rapidly shattered.- 2 

.. 
The Inuit hunters were being absorbed into the work force and the 

face of the tundra wa. beinq indented by airfields, and radar sta

tions. \ 

After major defens. installations such as the Distant Early 

Warning (DEN) Line had been set in place, the native.waqe-labourera 
, 

1. Eskimos Without Igloos: Nelson B.B. Graburn, University of 
californla, Berkeley, Little, Brown and Company, Boston, 1 

2. 

1969, p. 8. 

P:Ailes of the Northwest TerritoriesJ Department of North.rn 
fâIrs and NatIonal Resource., Ottawa, 195], p. 20. 

,-Ir: 
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were discharged into a job vacuum. They were economically des

titute and emotionally confused. Their hunting and trapping 

skills had become dulled from disuse. while the ,caribou herda 

had become severely shrunken from years of profligë~e slaughter 

with high powered weapons. The Inuit had become cultural hybrida 

in theiz: own land nei ther able to function as their forebears 

nor able to integrate into a disdainful white society. -The Inuit 

often laeked the wf1l and resilience to go back to the land. They . ' 

settled in fents and shacks~~ar the sites around the slowIy dev-

eloping settlements - bereft of their old culture yet"not belonginq 

ta a new one eitber.-3 

Bureaucrâtic attempts to redress the social malaise were 

attempted by Prime Minister Diefenbaker's .goverament (1957-1963) 

1inked'with the stru9gle to break OpdIl Diefenbaker's vision of 
- ". Canada's 'Northern Treasurè Chest' to grasp the entombed hQrdea 
• of natural re80urces. These induatria1 stabs only served to fur-

ther aeparate the natives fram their patriarchal conventions. Th. 

'eye ta eye' fraternization in,ide ~ igloo was now exchanged for 

the det.ched relation.hips around the tawdry commercial c,.ntr.s 

'," which had aprung up ar~und the trading posta and vhich had. nOll 

became elevated to the statUa of.minor d6partment stores. Asaorted 

~ssionariea and jumbles of qovernment administrators followed ta 

complement the populations of les. than a fev thousand persona. 

Air /~trip. around the haml~t. vere 'de ri:qeur' ta malte th_ viable 

vith the out.ide world. 

3. Se .. ons of the Eskimo1 Fred Bru..-r, .MCCle11and and Stewart 
Ltd., Toronto, 191é, p. 14. 
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CBAPTER :IX 

PROBLEMS OF SOVEREIGNTY 

All of these cogent developments had quickened the Federal 

.Govertunent' s determination to r~-assert its claims to sover-

eignty ovJr its polar wasteland which it had initiated in' the 

early 1930's, a1though Queen Victoria had formal1y ceded the 
.A> 

Arctic archipelago to Canada in 1880. C~ada's political 

involvement in the Arctie bad been shallow and inconsistent ao 

the government fe1t genuinely thre~tened by the proprietary 

asaertirns of other nations. For example it was Rin 1909 that 

the American explorer, Robert Peary, laid claim to the North 

Pole and 'all adjacent lands i on behalf of the U. S.A. - a claim 

which embraeed most of the north eastern portion of ,the Canadian 

Arctie archipelaqo 

as 1924-. 1 
- was still maintaining this claLm as late 

... 
/, '. 

wDuring 1931 and 1932 nearly three-quarters of the children 

born at Cape Dorset died of malnutrition and its attendant dis

••• e •• - 2 With the dOuble-edged motive to ease this terrible 
1 

human distres8 and te réinforce i ts own sovereign claims, th. 

Government entered into a po1itical agreement with the Hudson'. 

Bay Company to relocate bands of atarving Inuit ta selected geo-
, 

graphiea1 locations to manifest a canadian presence. -The 

1. 

2. 

Canada North New: Farley Mewat, McClelland " Stewçt Lt4., 
TOronto, 1976, p. 32. 

The Snow Waller, Farlay Movat, McC~.lland " Stewart Ltd., 
, Toronto, 1975, p. 189.' 

.' 



50. 

Huds"on • s Bay company wi th' an eye to the future after the Depres-

sion, made a propos al to the government. Canadian ownership 

of the immense, high Arctic archipelago, now ,known as the Queen 

Elizabeth I~land~ had been disputed by the U~ited States, Den

mark and other pavers. ,The Company suggested. that Canadian 

sover&ignty over these vast, uninhabited lands be strengthened 

by settling them with Eskimos vho had been made indigent by the 

current economic problems~_3 , On~ of the first re-settlements of 

tvelve families occurred at a long abandoned R.C.M.P. station at 
", 

DllJldas HarbOur on Devon Island. Th~ choice was a ·disaster. The 

country, which is mountainous vith towering fjords was ill-adapted 

to sIed travel and was almost totally devoid of wild life. 

The problems of legistics associated with ensuring sover

eignty vere staggering beyond ~ginatibn. The Inuit populatibn, 

unorganized and numbering at various times perhaps 25,000 to 

35,000 individuals dispersed over a defiant snowscape of about 

one million square Ddles linked only by elementary c~unication., 
" 

was a fierculean challenge. We are told that "Twenty-five men, 
1 

women' and children.made up the e~tire population of King William' 

Land, a territory tan thousand miles in extent-. 4 A further 

3 • ., 

4. 

The Snow Walker; Parley Mowat, McClelland fi Stewart Ltd., 
Toronto, 1975, p. 189. 

lCabloona; Gontran. de Poncin., Raynal fi Hitchcock Inc., ._ 
York, 1941, p. 101. " 
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examp1e of how tenuous1y uncharted land masses were claimed was 

demonstrated by Vi~ja~ur Stefansson on "June 15, A.M., 1916 .., 
at Meridian.Distanée about 40 15' East of Cape Isaehson, N. Lat., 

about 79 0 53' We have this day taken possession of this 

land by power ves~ed in. us for that purpose, in the name of Bis 

Majesty King George V on behalf of the Dominion of canada-. 5 
1 

The document was ùeposi~ed in a papier mach' tube at the ~i~e. 

No mention was made of the Eskimos. 
-,",,-

The wilfu1l pToee~s to eonsolidate northern sovereiqnty was 

an on-going national commi~t. Durinq the early 1950~s -That 
\ r 

prideful organization the Roya1.Canadian Mounted Palice had been 

sent ta the Arctic to show the flag ànd thereby ta establish 

'Canada's political suzerainty over the vast northern wastes - -

Although their apparent ro1e was that of taw enforcemen€, 

thera was remarkably "li ttie demand for their services in this 

capacity so they became a corps of colonial administrators-. 6 

5. 

6. 

-' 

, 

The Friendly Aretic; Vilhjlflmur Stefansson, The MacMillan 
Company, New Yor~, 1925, p~ 525.,' • 

The Desperaïe People; Farley MOw.t, Little, Brown and Company, 
Toronto, 959, p. 115. 

11 
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CHAP'rER X 

SCHOOLS AND MISSIONARIES 

Dedicated missionaries intent upon fulfillinq thè~r spi~ 

itual roles established chur ch scho~ls for the untutored native'-~, 

children. However the curriéulum was a dismal failure ~ecause 

it iqnored the practicalities of a temporal education in favour 

of sacred instruction. "In mo~t of the church schoo~s the 

Eskimos are ~auqht the sinqinq of hymns, and the saying of 

prayers but they learn little else and what they do learn is 

useless to them~for it is not applicable to the physical real-

ities of their' present lives - - It is a ~qht which is made 

more dangerous to the Eskimos by the violent competition be~ween 

opposing religious groups, which often engage in most un-Christian 

strife, using the soul~ - and bodies - of the natives as pawns in 
l. 

~their strange-battles." However, the naive curiosity of the 

children had been aroused by this first-time contact with books. 

To satisfy this response, they were fed "abridged classics such 

as The Odyssey and Pilgrim's Progress which were published in 

Inuktitut, the Inuit language".2 

Education was further complicated by the inb~ed il1iteracy 

of the Eskimo culture save for the introduction of the syllabic 

1. peOjle of the Deer; Farley Mowat, Michael Joseph, London, 
l 52, p. 309. 

2. The Oxford,Co~anion ta Canaœian Literaturei Edito~.,illiam 
Toye, Contr~butor Robin Gedilof; McGrat:}l, Oxford- UJ;1i vers! ty 
Press, Toronto, 1983, p. 390.' 

Il 
l, 
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system (by the missionaries), about lâ85, an inexact process 
.: 

which itself generated many ambiguities. One was obliged "to t 

r~ly entirely on the context of a sentence for the precise 

. meaning of a word". 3 The Eskimo language is regulated A:y the 

additions of prefixes, infixes and suffixes to express n'ances 

of meaning and tone. Such subtle gradations were vital, to des~ 

cribe weather and snow conditions which shaped the day to day 
, 

existence of the natives. Chara~teristically, when infrequent 

letters were written, they were done in disordered charac~ers 

over a single sheet of paper, then folded and tied with caribou 

sinew. ftThey were carried in pockets and became very dirty from 

tobacco· 4 to which the natives had becorne heavily addicted. 

Beginning with the post war period, the federal bureauoracy, 

·which speaks with two voices and no one knows what the other is 

saying w5 thrust Inuit children into new educational programs pre-

d~cated upon a barrage of white culture. Instruction was radi-

calized - given exclusively in English - which resulted in a 

wrenching severance from ancestral traditions an~ a transformation 

in behavioral norms and family cohesion. The boys pad become 

lacklustre as hunters and the girls indifferent about family 

3, 

4. 

5. 

Eskimo English 'Dictionary; -Arthur Thibert, O.M. I., St. Paul 
UnIversity, Ottawa, 1970, p. YI!I. 

People From Our Side; Peter Pitseolak and Dorothy Eber, 
Hurtig Publishers, Edmonton, 1975, p. 87. 

Land of the Long Day; ,Doug Wilkmson, Clarke, Irwin' ra Co. 
Ltd., Toronto, 1955, p. 84. 
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chores. The education the students had received was aptly des- ~ 

cribed as 'learning helplessness'. Even Prime Minister Louis 

St. Laurent (1948-57) characterized his own government's admin

istration in the North as "an absence of mind".6 

"Southern teachers corne to northern schools with little or 

no knowledge of the Native cultures, little or no training in 

cross-cultural edùcation, little or no understanding of instuc

tion in a second language." 7 Eskimo children themselves have 

become sa intensely southern-acculturated while the primit~ve 

stereotype remains so firmly implanted in the white man's mind 

that a concept of raIe reversaI has actually develop~d. "When 

a Canpdian Eskimo boy recently-visited a Southern School; the 

teacher asked the children to draw a typical Eskimo scene. AlI 

the white children made pictures of igloos and sIed dogs. Tha 

Eskimo boy's drawing showed a house and a skidoo. n8 

6. 

7. 

- !II 

The New York Times, August 22, 1983~ Hopes for an Eskimo 
Territory Rise in Canada, p. A-l2. 

Learning: 'Tradi tion and Change; Northwest Lecgis lati ve 
Assembly Report, March, 1982, p. 20. 

\ 
8. Seasons of the Eskimo; Fred Bruemmer, McClelland and Stewart 

Ltd., Toronto, 1978, p. 19. 
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CBAPTER XI 

CHANGING BEHAVIORAL PATTERNS 
. . 

~raditionally within the cen~ral family,~the husband had 

e~rned hisOprestige as headman by virtue of his food gathering • sk:l1s, a challenge now made,acutely diffieu1t beeause the. 

caribou population' had withered---to ten percent .. of an originally

estimated herd of three million. A disturbed ecology compounded 

by profligate ~ild life slaughter with high-powered weaponry 

~re the essential cu1prits. The white fox "with its cyc1ic' 

popnlations and wildly fluctuating price"l had beeome a very, 

desirable internationa~commodity and was now firmly installed 

as the Eskimo' s primary' entry into the monied economy. Never-, 
\ 
'" thelèss problems of subsistence and social equanimity continued 

to cloud the whole Northlând •. The nativeslwer~ emotiona1ly 

de~tabilized and eulturally defenseless. Their once collective 

security had disintegrated into paroxysms_~f individual despair. 
/ " 

The Polar p'eople were c'onfronted wi th ao "Dead past and an 

uncertain future".2 

In the dollar~dominated postw~r Aretie, the hea~an suddenly 
, 

~found himself emasculated in the n~w wage - labour environment. 

Under economic stress, family cohesion had become fragmented. 

Off-spring were lured by imported neon-li~ht distractions; the 

strict code of family discipline and reverenee for eIders, had 

1. The Beaver~ Enter the European, The Honorable Jean Lesage, 
Spring 1955, p. 6. 

2. Seasons of the Eèkimo; Fred Bruemmer, McC1elland and 
Stewart Ltd., Toronto, 1978, p. 131. 
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y~elded to a debilitatinq reqime of permissive par~tinq. 
. 

---~The basic problem is that aboriginal customs are' no longer 

functional".3 Psychologically, the once proud Int.W.-t, had suffered 

a spiral descent int~ helplessness. "Orunkness became rife 

Home brew was,easy to make and not ex~nsive. Card qames g~ew 
more serious and f igh ts broke out. There was mQre and more 

4 

not l'Iè(ssarilY 

.. 
extra ~iital • sexual activity· • 

Although excessive drinking. was a post 

war phenomenon, the whalers and independent traders had intro-

duced this injurious habit. The British born 'factors', sent 

out to supervise the trading posts were privileged imbibers. 

Ample,allotments of spirits arrived each summer for them by 

boat, whereas the t~irstfng Inuit felt themselves denied. 
- . ~ . . 'Nevertheless, "Some eV11 gen1us·had tauqht the Esk1mos to brew 

o 

., 

a vile concoction of treacle and mouldy biscuits and the effect 

of this appalling stuff was that drunkeness began to be seen 
:. . 

in 'our village.' - - - It was a dreadful pi ty to sf;!e stronq 

drink taking hold of this simple people from time immemorial 

a teetotal race".5 ~ 

The Inuit pad always enjoyed an innocuous propensity for 
" 

gambling - more in the natùre of a teasinq camaraderie to 

2 
7 

3. Eskimos Without Igloos~ Nelson H. H. Graburn, University af 
California, Berkeley, 'Little, Brown & Company, Boston, 
,1969, p. 190. 

4. 

5. 

Eskimos Without Igloos~ Nelson H. H. Graburn, University of 
California, Berkeley, Little, Brown & Canpany, Boston, 
'1969, p. 186. 

An ES)çimo Village; Samuel King Huttan, M.O., 'F.R.G.S.', . 
The MacMillan Company, Toronto, 1929, p. Ill. 
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re~ieve the ~nnui of the endless night. Such, toc?, vas the 

devastatinq bcredam vhich induced 'Aretie hyste~ia' amonqst 

whites who felt s~ffocated by the ~risonin9 tundra - a 

syndrome during which demented men actua tly took their own 

liVes, primarily white men who were not h~ituated. 

Native qamblerB were motivated by the ~ossibility of 
1 

aequiriog bits and pieces of th~ardry and woes of 

57. 

industrialized technology which vere now to be seen everywhere 

around them. Faddish c1othlng, ski-doos and frigidaires were 

avidly sought. In some instances qambling beeame so compulsiye 

that families were literal1y destroyed. "Gambling abounded ànd 

anything would be staked exeept children and harpoons. One man 
i 

won two extra wives in a night but soon returned them in 

exchange for small giftS".6 

.... 

. , 

-----

l , 

Eskimos Without Igloos; Nelson H. H. Graburn, University 
of california, Berkel.ey, Li~ttle, Brown . & Company, 
Boston, 1969, p. 63 •. 
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CHAPTER XII 

THE NEW ECONOMY 

58. 

Wage-labour was cancé~ved as a remedy ta alleviate some 

of the insidious econamic distress. Hawever because of the 

glutenous ~teraction between wh~te authority and the sub-

ord~nated Inuit, the important jobs were reserved for the ' 

êlite coterie of bureaucratie adm~nistrators of that "burgeoninq 

colonial empire, the Federal Department of Northern Affairs" • . 
The natives were assigned demean~ng tasks such as removing 

'haney-buckets' from white men's houses or other degrading 
; 

manual labours. Such blatant discrim:Lnation provoked a reaction~ 

of lethargy and-spiritual despair. Realistically, however, 

there is a minimal distinction between white and native. 
--"When it cames down to it, some Eskimos prefer to live like 

some of their white brothers - on welfare. It beats trappinq 

as a way of life and qenerally pays mare. l don't know any 

white men who have given up welfare ta go trapping-. 2 

Industrial co-operatives utilizinq indigenous resource~ 

were organized witll federal assistance toi foster an independent 
..... 

. entrepr~neurial spirit amongst the natives. The products of 
\ . 

,such enterprises were 1ntended'for profitable 'exporte to 
~ \ 

sputhern markets. Such schemes, however, despite the earnëst 

1. The Snow Wa1ker1 Farley Mowat, McClelland', Stewart Ltd., 
Toronto, 1.9.75, p. 187. 

~aqa1 Duncan pryde, Waller & CanPany, New York, 1972, 
p. 228. 

". 
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/ 
cooperation of the Inuit were not without hazard. The vagaries 

( 

of the market place, costly transportation and lac of business 
~ . 

acumen were just some of ~e economic deterr~nts. Unfortunately 

there were also latent cultural ~bstructions. A s ccessful 
1 

fish cannery had been established at Whale Cove which displeased 

~he regional Shaman because he felt his authority threatenod. 

This pernicious malefactor summarily imposed a taboo on the 
\ 

cans which his tribesmen then feared to touch. "These are 

primi ti ve people. Breaching a taboo might not only resul t in 

individual mi~fortune, it could precipitate a total communal 

tragedy".3 The cannery was shut down. 

There was even a cultural dicpotomy in the .. matter of diet 

between the North and South. ~ach Society is characterized 

by its own preferences and values. What is demeaned in one 

milieu May he highly prized in the other. nI got a kick out 

of knowing that the sarna beautiful Arctic char we were catching 

to feed our dogs were selling .as a qourmet dish in the top 

restaurants of Canada and the United States. We figured we .. 
had te stock up five thou~and pounds of fish in the fall ta 

l , 
4 run the dogs throuqh the winter" .• 

, 

3. 

, 

Inuit Joyrney; Edith Iglau-er, Douglas' McIntyre Ltd., 
Vancouver, 1919, p. 141. 

4. Nuna1a; Duncan Pryde, Waller' COIIipany, New York, 1972, 
p. 219. 

" 

.' 

1 
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CHAPTER XIII 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INUIT ART· 

Historically, sculptinq had been a native skill which waSt 

aston.1hingly by our own conventions - completely devoid of Any 

aesthet'ic intent by the carvers themselves. Nevertheles8, one 

should be consistently a1ert to recognize the latent animation 

and' magi_çÇil potential wi th which the ancient carvinqs were infused. 

Each and every a~ticle was desiqned to be functional or purpose

fu!' AIronq the latter typ'è were amulets or charms worn by intre-

pid hunters to ward off sickness or accident. The array of 

utilitarian articles inc1uded tools, lamps, toys and 'toqqles. 

(Buttons as fasteners were totally unknown in the Inuit ethos). 

Objects traditionally were no larqer than 'pa~' size to ease the 

burden of travel in the crabbed space of the sleds. ' 

"1 never thouqht I would be living off the very carvinqs l 

used to make only to keep my children ~appy.-l Such an e~ession 

.of cultural chagrin is symptomatic of the radical transfor.mation 
1 -

• which has overtaken Eskimo Art in the preseneera. By 1972, -In 

Canada's North, th. production of art and craft objects has become 
1 

the largest and MOSt widely spread industrial àctivity. In some 
( 

areas i t is a~ost the only rneans by whicll the former hunters and 

tbeir faudlies can survive in a society that deplRds on the a~ail

ability of money for ·survival".2 Parad~~ically, in the pre-contact, ~ 
1 

1 . ... Paper Stays 'Put; Nipikti, the 01d Man Carver, Alootek lpellie 
Hurtiq Pûblishers, Edmonton, 1980, p. 97. 

C( 2. Artacanada; Eskimo Art Racansid.rad,· George S. Swinton, 
eeëëmber 1971/January 1972, p. 8S. 

• < 

-----' -~- .. -~-- ~.,--~ .. '~- -
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era there was not even a word for art in the Eskimo lexicon. 

The most 'maTketable' sculptural motifs are Nanook, the polar 

bear, and the image of a frozen hunter, h~rpoon in hand, hunch'd 

over à 8eal hole. Carvin~~ are shaped from bone, stone, antler 

or ivory - or more recentl. r fram old, weathered whalebone reposs

essed from abandoned maritime sites. Abstract forma are intended 

to invoke mythological reminiscences or time-worn spiritual 

·beliefs. During one of his journies to the Arctic, ,Knud Rasmussen 

queried a native about the intellectual life of h~s fellow-nat-.. 
ives. The answer he received qualifies to explain the mystique 

surcounding the current production of art works wAll our customs 

come fram life and turn towards lifei we explain nothinq, we 
. 

believe no~hing, but in what r have just shown you lies our ana-

ver to al'l }' ou ask Il • :3 

The development of the Inuit print which has earned a vide 

international appreciation vas entirely fortuitous. It happened 

that W1:n .t959, Oshaweetuk had walked into the office of James 

Houston' the 'government administrator himself an 

arti3t, and noticing a package' of Player's cigarette 
/ 

table, had remarked of the familiar picture of the bea ed sailor 

........ ""on the wrapper ~ 'rt must be terrible to hav:e t~ paint this litèle 

sailor on every package every time,,,.4 Houston was stunned by 

1 ~ 
) 

3. The Inuit Printl National Museum of Man, Ottawa, 1977, p. 26. 

4. Inuit JournéXi Edith Iqlauer, Douglas' Mclntyre Ltd., 
'Vancouver, 1979, p. 116. 

/ 
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• 

the impact of the remark and 1D11Dèdiately grasped the potential 

for educating the natives to <live formal expreFision to ~ei~ .' 
.,A>-" 

latent artistic sensih1lities throuqh the creative process of 
.t 

of _ .. ," 

, print making. The idea has been sa successf~l, that print making • 

ia presently f10urishinq in many Inuit commun_ties. 

---....-..-...~- .. 

At the inception of the program, native prin~ makers were 
'" 

culturally unsure of themselves and were therefore ~lnerable ta 
. 

suqqestiens by starchy missionaries to incorparate reliqiaus and 

Greek classical motifs in their warks. Such~, inconqruous 

cultural travesty resulted in works "depicting the Last Supper 
t'JI 

and the fourteen Stations of the Cross; the figures ~re Grecian-

style robes and qrapes and tropical leaves".5 With good common 

sense however, Houston intervE:.ned re-asserting the credo "'that 

the ESki~o should reject anythin~ impose~ on him because his 

thinkinq is sa different from ours".6. Inuit drawinqs and prin ta 

have characteristically evolved in which all images are confined 

ta the frontal plane; there is a total lack of backqround or pers-
1 

pective. 
IJ', 

s. Inuit Journey; Edith Iglauer 1 Douglas " McIntyre Ltd. , 
Vancouver, 1979, p. 117. 

6. Inuit JourneI; Edith Iglauer, Douglas " McIntyre Ltd·1 
Vancouver, 1979, p. 117. 

~ ~ -.... . 

1> 
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.. 
CBAP'l'IR XIV 

NATIVE' LITERA'l'URE : BARPOON OF THE' BON'rD 
, 

It was only as recently as 1~70 that a prideful native Eskimo 

became the first of his people to produce a fictional narratiye 

incorporatinq the faded civilizati9~ of his bretbern. Signifi

cantly, i t i51{} also the fiJ;st" indigenous wor1c to be published in 

~,English which describes life in' the Canadian Aretic before the 
'" 0 • fl)f coming of the white m~. The story, entl.tled Harpoon 0 the 

Hunter, has also beeome enshrined as a major conhribution to the 

body of our national ethnic literature. 

The author's name was 'Markoosie', hus~and to a wife who was 

Christened with a Biblieal name, Zipporah. AlI Inuit were cus· 

tomarily known by,a single tribal name until the 1970'8 and fr~

quently the same name was applied to both male and fema1e wi thôut 

'distinction. Markoosie' s home was deep inside the Arctic Circle 

at Resolute on Cornwallis Is land ,not far, from the ma~tic pole • 
. 

~arkoosie was also distinguished as the first Canadian Eskimo to 
'" 

eam a pilotes 1icense. 

Inspired by th~ beroie legends Markoosie had heard from his 

elders, he felt cOmpelled to record his people'â'pre-contaet 

culture 'and daring adventures. • ~e originally wrote Barpoon of 

the Bunter in sy11abics but the exee1lènce of his aehievement so 
i 

impressed the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs that he 
1 • 

wa. invited t'o translate his work into English. Tbe book was so 

'ê 1 t'5 i lU " .. 7' 1 1 r p " 1 i ,. l'Ii _cr nF 
• $ 1 
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enthusia~t1cally received that this "First Eskimo novel has'been 

published in a dQzen languages aroun~ the world".l 

Tne tension in Barpoon of the Hunter radiates out of the co

operative adventure of an encampment o~·nine hunters and sixt Y , 
- ~ 

- dogs.- A rabid polar bear had attac~ed the dogs outside the i~loos 
~ 

during the n~ght and brutally destroyed five of the animals, t~eir 

stomachs sundered, limbs torn away and throats ripped open. From 

experienee the Eskimo~knew that a rabid bear is cap~le of spread-
-

ing·its venomous con~agion throughout an entire wil~ life area, 

thereby extinguishing the~r only source of food. whatev~r the 
" 

dangers, whatever the cost, .. the hun·t~rs knew they must track jown 

the bear and destroy it. 
• The intrepid hunters were beset by interminable disasters. 

Relentless storms, accidents and starvation plagued ~; pursuers •• 

The older men all periahed, victims of the heartle~s 'Aretic. Only 

Kamik, a 'boy of sixteen winters had survived, tortured by famine 
, . ' 

and crazed by the 108s of all the hunters and the doge. Kamik 

desperat~'ly ex~rt~ng the last remnants of his energ.ies, -tracked 

down the cursed bear and killed it at close quartera with his 

~peir. But aven in frozen triumph, K~k'had lost his world. Be 
-.... 

~ rememb~red '"Before my father died, he said only dead people find 
-, , 

'everlasting peace. Be said he was 90~n9 where there was peace •• ,. 

,And he said he would wait for me'" -K4mik looked at ·the harpoon 

1. The Oxford COfflfanion to Canadian L!teratureJ Editer, William 
Taye, Contributor Robin Gedalof, McGrath, Oxford university 

,Press, Toronto; 1983, p. 391. 

~_,l_'~·· ___ dC_'._U'~~-_-________ ~ __ ~ __ --__ '_'_' __ -----
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., 
in h1s hands. Now the time had come. New was the time to find 

. 
peace, and to find the family and the people he loved. Be 

kn~eléQ. and put the tip o~ the hai-poon" to his throat. Suddenly, 

he pushed ~. t in. And, for the last tilDe, the h!IP0on of the hun

ter made itq kill.- 2 

Perhaps ,as a postlusie inspired by Markoosie' s reputation as' 

a polar pilot, QuEbec's Gabrielle Roy ~ho authored The Tin Fl~te 
1.. • 

in 1947, conceived her own story incorporating a similar back-

ground ta. his. She published Wildflower, a translation fram the 
,'" 

French La Rivière Sans Repos which thrusts the persona of the 'Inuit 

into the v~rtex ef wor,ld affairs. The story' begins at Fort Chimo 

at the bçttom of horse-shée shaped Ungava Bay. It~is the saga of 

Elsa, an unwed Esk~o girl whose son, sired by a U.S. air.man, 

grows up to experience service in the Viet Nam War as a~bomber 
~ , 

pilot. Bence the once remote Inuit culture is directly linked 

wi th the machinations of the whole 'World now shrunken to the dimen-

sions of a 'Global Village', 
. 

Air trave1 had made Canada's Aretic accessible. Instant co~ 

munications have' compressed i ts immensi ty to the dimensions of a 

li vinC]- room. IThe whole Northland has becomf l~nked by voice or 

instantaneous print. The 'mail box' is no longer hundreds·of.qlac

ial miles away by sIed. Canada launched its first satellite 
, 

Alouette 1 in September 1962. The initial satellite in the Anik 

; < 

2. o Barpoon of the Bunter, Markoosie, McGiil, Queen's ~re •• , 
Montreal, 1970, p. 81. 

, " 

~---" -, .-, -: -----' "'11 ....... n lM"'!; m nT T $ QiQ5(f"Ii\. r 1 F '7 i if' pm r iP'Stœ : ni 1]1'- cr 0', '«' 
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proqram (Anik means Brotherhood in the Inuit tongue).. breached the 
\ 

ionosphere ten years rater in ~~Vember 1972. What may very well 

be the first recordinq of a satellite i~ Inuit litèrature appears 
" 

in Nunaga issued in 1971. I~ was four years earlier ehat the 

author, Duncan Pryde" vas lead';.nq a doq team across the cheerless 

tundra w~e~'he was sudden1y startled by a ,'star' slièinq across 
-

the sky. ·1 stopped the sled to watch throuqh the binoculars. .. 

- . 
How ironie it seemed that in the time that one of these s·atel1itea 

took to make a révolution aroun~ the world, we had travelled only 

a few miles.· 3 

'( 
' .. 3 

g:~~\ '\.. 
\ ';' 

. 
;~; .f,:':~ 

~..,«!"7 , 
J....., .... 

\, 
.... 

3. ,Nunagal Duncan Pryde, Walker , Company, New York 197t, p .. 207. 

l' 

.- '""-~- , .... _tt"., i; , "allib IL j FI If ST' 'pan ,TF rr.7,." flU 'sn 5 mil' ç -
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CHAPTER XV 
u 

., MILESTONES IN INUIT LITERATURE 

'" Only a decade ago there was a genuine paucity of literature 

pertaining to Canada's nativè ~eop1esï and more tspecial1y with 
\ 

regard to Inuit Isociety. '~his deplorab1e condition has been well 
\ 

documented by a number of authorities. It was in 1974 thato Guy 
,e 

Sylvestre, National Librarian, wrote in the introduction to<a 

bibliography entitled Indian-Inuit AU,thors, "There have been few 
-

if any efforts to produce a definitive record of the ~ritten and 

published works of the aborigina1 peop1es of Ca~ada"~l The sub

stance of this remarkable statement is re-inforced-~ an embarr~ 

assingly sketchy entry for Inuit 1iterature whi,ch appears. ï)- ~he, ", 
- < 

Literary History of Canada. "A considerable number of book~ have 
" 

appeared on the Indians of Canada, and a few on the Metis and 

Esklmo'. "~ By and large in Canada as in. !Ilany other young countrief?, 

"The Staple products of the earliest Canadian presses, as of colon~. 
1 • ! 

ial presses everywhere, were newspapers, almanacs, 1~ws and legi~-

lative publications - - - There were almost no creative works of 

imagination, thoug~t or research'- ~ -. The small demand for such 

materia1 was met by importing, mai.nly from Great Bri tian: ft 3 . 

Il. 
r 

Indian-Inuit Authors;'Information Canada, Ottawa, 1974,_ 
Introduction not paged. '. 

. , 

2. The Literary History of Canada; General Editor, Carl F. Klink,~ 
Henry B. Mayo, Social Sciences, Sec~nd Edition, Volume 
Three, Univers~ty of Toronto Press, 1~76, p. 1?5. 

3. A Bibliography of Canadian Imprints 1151-1800; Marie"Tremaine, 
University of Toronto Press " 195~, pj(oll XIX. 

\ , 

1. -: \~ ~~4'~fi. .... , ;f\illI'~.f~"'l'~"'IStjllJ.",,"_1'_. __ 1r _____ "'" -, ---, \ ~""~,,,""' ... ,~I .... bilA".",,,,, _ ~ _ ililii • 
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Inuit legends and folkloric mat'e,rial ~hich forro a basic 
. 

resource for the development of Arctic literature were until 
, ' 

.. 
the~r recent popularity available only in scientific and academic 

journals, such as Report- of the Canadian Arctic Expedition Volume 
o 

XIII, 1913-18 by Diamond Jeuness or Knud Radmussen's creditable 

ten-vo.lume
J 

report The Fifth Thu1e Expedition (1:321-24). Much of 

this "primary materia1 has bee~ extracted and modified and ~~.=' 

quent~yoincorporated into commercial publica~ions intended to 
r 

appeal to the fantasies of young childr~n. Recurrent themes in 

these works are the polar bear, Nanook, and the ubiquitous hunter 

wi th harpoon. 
, 

- 'f 

./ prominent 'among the children 1 s stories which have found thei±' ; 

place in the Inuit literary canon is Nuki, written by Alma Houston 

in 1955. Nuki is a romantic fiction about an eleven yéar old 

Baffin Island Boy who became responsib1e.for the welfare of his 

family after his father had been accidentally killed, victim of a 
\ 

crushing ice floe. "Sons of the Arctic, a' novel by the film maker, 

Doug Wilkinson (1965) is an exciting epic of three youthful hunt

ers who are confronted by a h~ge polar bear. This work especially 

demonstrates the tempermental accommodation by the Inuit psyche 
( \ ~: 

to their punishing environment. The same author 1 s L'and of the 

Long Day (1955),revolves around twelve year old Paneeluk, "with 
~. 

a ragged face that spoke of an admixture of blood in the distant 

p~st of his-forefathers. Perhaps his great grandfather had been 

\ 

1 " 

.. 
" - ~-___ .... _1.-.... ~_~--..>t_r<;O'_~~'\OW.,.~.:_ .. 4~a 1I.f~"'·""'1IIJrI1IMot 1""'1'. t , 
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a sailor. 

Eskimo".4 

- - - No one knew and,no·one cared. 

69. 

Paneeluk was <, an 

Julian W. BiLby, F.R.G.S., may be considered ta be one of the 
, < 

'Fathers' of Eskimo literature. Hi,s Nanook of the North (1925) 

published in London is a valuable recitation of his polar exper-

iences. He diligently recorded "the tr~bal customs and beliefs 

which are gradually dy~ng out; for the great fur trading companies 

have pu shed forward, the North-West Mounted Police have establi!ihed 

posts in several parts of the country and the land has been made 

subJect tO,,'canadian Law·. 

Subsequent 'pathfinders' of Inuit literature begin ~~ appear 

in ~ore significant numbers in the 1940'5 and 1950's. Gontran de 
b 

Poncins, bath an oblate missionary and an ethnologist, departed 
" 

from Paris in 1938 "ta evangelize the most distant and disinher-, 
, 5' 

ited peop1es of the earth~. Kab100na (1941), the saga of his 

~ ~experiences in the western Arctic amongst the Netsi1ikmiut, is a 

first'hand reve1~tion of the culture of the~e primitive people. 

Another mer~torious publication is Ayor~a (1955) authored by 

Raymond De coccola~ a cor~ican mi~sionary, who personally survived 

twelve years in the ce,ntral Arctic sharing the terrible hardstlips 
1 

and fieeting joys of the stoic natives. During this prolonged 

exposure te the exhausting envirorument he learned to adapt to the 
r 

5. 

" , 

, 
\ 

Land oÉ the Long DaYi Doug Wi~kinson, 
Ltd. , Toronto, 1955-;~~3~---~-

Nanook of the North; Julian W. Bilby, 
Arrowsmi th, Lon,don 1 1925, p. 7. 

~larke, Irwin & Company 

F.R.G.S., J.W. \ 

\ 
~ , 
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.. \ ~ 
Inuit PhilOSOPh~YOrama" - it can't be heip~d.·6 

~ recent ~~nt addi~~on to Inuit literature is entitled 

P~per Stays Put: A Collection of Inuit Writing (1980). The book 

is a valuable 'Ulthology of stor~es, poems, essays, p.lays, memoirs 
" 1 

, and songs dealing with the social history of the Eskimo ethos in 

the North and the culture shock suffered by Inuit who have emi-

grated to the matropolitan cen~res of the South. The selective 
../ 

writings have been chosen from,major Inuit publications of the 

1960'5. The cogent title wa5 aphoristically inspired by ~ tolk-

1oric-loving Inuk w~o dec1ared, WBy ear we forget, but paper 

stays put"~7 It ~s in this text that the life of the Eskimo has 

been 50 memorably and sb poign~tfY summed up, "The old life ~as 

a long walk on an empty stomach".8 
\ 

~ The StOry of,John ~aruag was the first book published in 

syllabics. The~ork originally appear~d in Intercom and 1ater was 

reproduced in the periodical, North, dated March ~69. An 
\ 

abridged version of the narrative which mirrors ancient traditionS 

has been included in Paper Stays Put. "My father's name was 
• 

Uvinik and my mother's was Iquaq. My ow~ father had two wives, 

Iquaq and Haakuluk. The essenèe of the plot is one of famili~r 

6. 
r 

•. 7. 

j;. 

Kabloona~ Gontran de Poncins, Reynal & Hitchcock Inc., New 
York,. 1941, p. 4. 

Paper Stars Put; Editor, Robin Geda1of, Hurtig Pub1ishers, 
Edmonton, '-(:j.980,. p. 7. 1 , 

~per Stars Put; Editor, 
ation, Marion TQU'1uq, 
1980, p. 121. 

~ . 
, \ 

~ 

Robin Geda1of,-A Story of S~arv
Hurtig Publishers, Edmonton, 
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Esk~o traqedYi a hunting party suddenly finds itself in open , 

w'aters, trap!)ed on an ice floe. All the hapless persons perish.· 9 

A number of diaries dea1inq with the inteqrative life styles 
" 

in the North have presently appeal:d. A pertinent example is 
i 
~ Georgia: An Arctic Oiary publisheè in 1982. Throughout,i~s 

1 

"l 

pages one may learn about the pa~;of social pestilence and 

politica1 unease which are festerinq in the Arctic. A description 
-, \ 

of the interior of a modern 'matchbox' house follows~ "Oiscoloured 

sheets of plastic, newspape'rs and scrapso of f abric nung from the 

wal1s. - The floors wece as uninvit~ as ~y other abandoned 

Inuit camp OL garbage dÛmp".lO Neither is the largesse of govern- \ 

ment welfare aChieving its objectives~ ",The seeming lack of 

relationship betwee~ work performed and wages received galls him 

(a government admin1&trator) - Like the prizes in Cracker 

Jack'boxes, money is shovel1ed out with seemin\ly no correlation 

between effort and recompense. Indeed, the material trappings of 

.me~~rntile society are considered to be somethi~g due to the 

Inuit rather than the fruit~ of tOil:"ll 
\ 
\ , . 

1 
9. paper Stays Put; Editor, Robirr Gedalof, The Story of John 

Ayaruaq, John Ayaruaq, Hurtig Pub,lishers; ~dmonton, 1980, 
p. 53. l' 

1 

10. Georgia: An Arctic DiarYi Georgia; Huttig Publishefs, 
Edmonton, 1982, p. 122. 

11. Georgia: An Arctic Diaryi Georg.ia, Hur,tig Publishers, 
Edmonton, 1982, pp. 160, 161. 

,,' 

1 

1 - , 1 
• 1 
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Lite Amans Jthe Oa11unaat, (the ~hite men) by the native 

wr~ter, Minnie Aodla Freeman, is an enlightening record of the 

" cultural shock and ethn~c snubs experienced by unsophisticated 

Inuit who move South in search of 'the better life'. The auth-
-,' ~ 

or~ss, educated in the north around James Bay, was aWl~ded a 

post in Ottawa to work as an Inuit-En9~ish translator. Trrffic 

i lights and esca1ators were baffling but tolerable exper~ences, 

but not th~ villainous welcame she r~ceived from her superior the 

first morning she reported forowork. "1 can't remember your name, 

but are you the Eskimo~l2 

There have been embarrassingly few Canadian novelists who have 

had eithe~ the imagination or temerity to locate their works 

in~ide our national Arctic, an area fertile with a dense silence, 

a tr'eacherous landsccfpe and a spatial tyrrany. Nevertheless, 

Farley Mowat has produced an important collection of literature 

predicated upon his oWn' experienees in the North, books which are 

heavily laden with sociological and ethnologieal observations./ 

Mo~t critics believe that,Mowat's personal sentiments are excess

ively tilted in favour of/the In~it. Canada's 'disinher~t~d peo

plpl. Mowat is also strongly critical of the swelling despoli

ation of,Arctie ecology through care1ess resouree exploitation. 

12o~ Life Among the Qallunaat; Minnie Aod1a Freeman, Hurtiq 
Pub1ishers, Edmonton, 1978, po_ 19. 

, . 
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j 
• The author's propensity to heighten his stories for dramatic 

appeal is compatible with his belief Nthat orie should~never spoil 

a good story for lack of exaggeration-. 13 

Mowat, a gooJ story teller with a lucid 

, 
prose stylel was born 

in 1921 at Belleville, Ontario. Mowat could not find a Canadian 

publisher fer his first effort, Peoele of the Deer, an account of 

the Ihalmiut, the Inland P~ople of the Barrens. Doubtlessly our 

_own feelings of national cultural insecurity and the book's gen-

erous criticism of the federal bureaucracy were the built-in 

deterfents te Canadian publication. By good fortune, howev~r, 

the book was published -abroad, in London by Micha'el Joseph in 

1152. People of the Deer is now renowned within the corpus ,of 

postwar Inuit literature. Mowat's follow-up publication,/The 

Desperate Peoele, 1959, a more moderate and equi~ably objective 

treatment of the Inuit di~emma, was published by Lfttle, Brown 

and Company, Toronto. ~ 

Obviously the sanctity of Inuit cultu~~ has been under attack 
, ~ 

dating back to the earliest intrusions by alien civilizations, a 
~ , 

phenomenon which is ~1earl~ ~eflected in the available literaturel 

The novelist and 
- '- , 1 

c~itic Margaret Atwood 'has ~p-erceptivêly cemmen"'ted 

that "The Indians and Eskimos have rarely been considered in and 

for themselves; they are usually made into projectio~s of some-

;------------------------
'13. The Oxford Companion to Canadian Literaturei General \ 

Editer, William Toye, Contributor Robi~ Gedalof,' McGrath, 
Oxford University Press, Toronto, 1983/, p. 536. 

;' 
/ 

1 .. 

1 

.' 

(, 
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/ 
thinq in the white Canadian psyche, a fear or a,wish-. 14 The 

author has also postulated that Canadian literature is usually 

boUhd yp by a victor-victim syndrome - and within that frame of 

reference the Inuit are surely victims. Another eminent nat-

ional literary personality, Al Purdy, in his poem North of Summer 
1 

also scathinqly deno1,l1lces the arrogant contempt by which the 
/ 

Eskimos -are viewed neither as 'good' nor as 'bad' but as simply 
" \ 

~ 

·other' - - - op. primitive ,civilization which is befnq trivializ'ed 

by the gimmicks of white cUlture-olS 

L 

1 / 
1 

" / 

f 

/ 
14. Surviva1; Margaret Atwood, Anan~i, Toronto, i9"'72, p • 91. -

l5~ Survivali Margaret Akwood, Anans!, Toronto·, 1972, p. 95. 

/. 
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4 
CBAPTER XVI 

THE ANATœY OF INUIT LITERA'l'ORE • 

The critic, Northrop Frye, developed the 'Garrison 

Menta~ity' theory 0 explain the withdrawal syndrome exhibited 
1 

by the French populace of Lower Canada to de fend thems~lves 
, e , , , 
\ ~ 

fram phyaical abuse by th~ Indiana and cultural violation by 

the English. Howevf:r, Fry~ stops short of expanding his thesis 

to include the Inuit-White cultural imbroglio. One must then .' 

wonder if the Inuit were able to invoke an 'Arctic Curtain' if 

their culture might haVé remained wholesome and intaçt. The 

untutored instincts of the Eskimo were -always strongly "'-

appetitive so that the na~ves were eagerly receptive to the 

/ amenities an~ cosmapolitan inducements of western civilization. 
r _ / 

Henca the chasm of, cultural disparity has consistently remained 

unbridgeable. The whites themselves have beén accu~ed of / 
4 

blatant intrusion, "respecting nofhing that is not theirs, 

cherishing and preserv~ng no one who has not been turned into 

/' a pathetic replica of themsel~eS".l 

l ' 

/ ' .. 

Hugh MacLenn~1' a Rhodes Scholar and eminent novelist, has 1 

been acclairned for his didactic works pertaining to Canada's 

national destiny. He has also posttila~ed t?at our country is 
d-'). 

camposed of three defeated nations, the French Canadian~~ the 
J' 

uni ted Enq;>ire Loyal!,sts and the Scottish crofters who escaped 

1. Artscan~da; Doctor Fu~it and the Woman in the Sea, 
Alex Spalding, Deceffiber 1971, January 1972. 

/ 

"l 

/ 

, 

\ 
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fram the h~avy-handed indentureship imposed by the wea1thy land-

lords. To this ~ggrieved list may bè added a fourth Peoples, 

the Inuit who have become metamorphosed into differentiated 

Canadians wi tllin their own land. Iron.; ca1ly, the Eskimos and 

Indians have often been proclaimed as C'nada's 'First Peop1es'. 

At'the present tLoe the Eskimos are the target of sa much' 

specu1ation ana curio&ity that "like a vanishing speciest the 
1 

Eskimos are avidly studied by scientists to the extent that it t 
d 

has been said that the typi<~ai present d'ly camp family consists 

of a man, a wife, three children and an anthropo1ogist. n2 

In the 'ope.l-ended' realm of liter~ture ,.-:;every culture 

around the world i8 noted for its own traditiona1 variety of 

novelistic death which in rea1ity ia a ref1ection of the 

national psyche. In the. United States, death is a turbulent 

phen~enon usua11y synonymous with violence or a bizarre acci~ent. 

tn England, the conventiona~ norm i~ a hero's demise gloriously 

s~ffered with patriotic fervor or a noble pose Qrought on by 

romantic "failure. In our native land, however, "a reader must 

~ace the fact thar. Canadian literature is undeniably so~re and 
1 

negative and that this toi a large extent is both/a refle~tion 

and a chosen definition of the national sensibility".3 Within 

2. 

1 
3. 

, . 

Seasons al the Eskimoi Fred Bruemme~, McCle11and & Stew'~rt 
Ltd., Toronto, 1978, p. 14. 

Surviva1: Margaret Atwood, Anansi, foronto, 1972" p. 245. 

- 1 
"--, 

i .. , 
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this melanCh~y fr~ework, Canadian novelistic death is generally 

attributed to rnisadventure or catastrophe in the untamed wilder-

ness or brooding' environment - and within these bleak national 

perceptions, the Inuit surely qualify as victLms. 
(1-

Significantly, Inuit literature is absolutely devoid of 

any native 'national' heroes, probably due to the migratory 

characteristics of the people and, of course the prevailing 

condition of endemic illiteracy. However, ~~re were 

innumerable heroie acts performed"by individuals on behalf of 

the total eommunity whieh were worthy of enshrinement in any 

tragic novel. Indeed, it was the whole Inuit social. complex 

fighting to:stay alive in the hostile environment which 15 

deserving of a 'collective hero' statua. 'Significantly there 
\ 

are no Eskimo-built monuments. If there are memorials to be 

found, they are cairps ereeted by white men to commemorate 

their own deeds. 

Nevertheless, the 'mighty hunter' has always been the 

sYmbol of the traditional protagonist in Inuit literaturei 

'the villains were the perils of the environment 'and that 
,-

majes'tie predator, Nanook the polar bear. These were the 

e'onsti tuent 'tension-generators' in legenqs. and the savage 
, -

themes whieh still persist ~n modern Eskimo literature. 

Charaeter development has always been cons~stently shallow" . 

the central figures being ornamented by a few quaiifying phrases. 
/ 

Mystery - apart ~rom the mythologieal - appears to have been 
j;;)"": 
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absent in the naive but'sturdy In~t mind. The element of 

romance, sparlngly introduced, tends towards the cprnal rather 

than the,sophisticated presumptions of western courtship. In 

essence, Inuit literature is 'quest l literatu~e, predicated on 

a relentless search for food and survival. 

L 
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CHAPTER XVII 

THE -FAST'~ THE PRESENT ~D THE UNKNOWN 

"Oaily life in any northern'settlement presents myriad faces < 

of conflict bet.ween old and new, young and old, al~en and native"l 

and the -schism between generations is perhaps the most crucial of 

aIl these festering social 'problems. The restive mood of to-day's 

youth is confirmed by the fOllowing strident outburst from a 

• scornful adolescent, "Makes me think. "J It' s like when tl)e old 
ç 

people~ s~t around the table and drink tea and cough andospit and 

ta'Ik about the way things used to be. - - - Most young folks tend, 
" . ----

to get impatient and turn away, go watch television, take a walk 

down to the beer hall, make endless nothing - talk on the tele-

phone. - - - l always used t'o get real frustrated because the old 

3 people use9Lwords l don't know. - - - Sorne old folk say that 

young people are just brown white men. Like a dog tùrd that has 

been out in the weather. ~ - - The trouble i~, of course, me and 
, 

many like me have not ,forgotten the so-called true' language. You \ 

can't forget something you never knew".2 As a pronouncement issued 

in anger, it is nohetheless a genuine culturâl testament to the, 

mood, resentment and confusion imbedded in the Eskimo psyche to-

day. 

1. Georgia: An Arctic ,DiarYi Georgia, Hurtig Publishers, 
Edmonton, 1982, p. Il. 

~-- ~ ~ 

2. The White Shaman; C. W. Nicol, oMcClelland and Stewart Ltd., 
'Toronto, 1979, p. XI. 
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~ culture co~eres around its Ian(uage. It is the catalyst 

which generates the vigour and motivation to shelter the ethos 
~ 

of a people. Aeknowledging this 'universal truism, the Inuit 

Tapir~sat - ~he Eskimo Brotherhood of Canada - has rallied aIl 

its intellectual resources to promote a renaissanc~ of its with-
1 

ered mother tongue. The Tapirisat has deelared that "In order 

for an Inuk to be elected to the board of direetors -of the I. 'r. C.; , , ' 

-

he must be able to speak Inuktitut , so Inui~ who speak only Eng-

lish cannot run for office". 3 

Ever sinee the polar vastness was-breached by 'outsiders' 

nothing has remained static. Society has been transforrned, the 

caribou h~ve been ravaged, the politiéal purposes of the Arctic 

have been subverted and the polar wasteland is" being '1.usted as a 

bountiful quarry of natural reSOllrees. . These are the 'Norther~ 

'Blights' whieh ,continue to wrack the Inuit's homeland. / "Man in 

the Aretic had always defended himself from the forces of nature, 

from the environment. At times he h~s had,to .protect himself ~ 
,,' . 

from wild animaIs. Now Nature in the Arctic must be preserved 

from man himself. The animaIs 
'l 

of the world, the' _ cleanest lakes 

~lnd rivers and everl the crystal air of the Arctic are threatened. 1,4 

3. Inuit To-daYi January ~977, Vol. 6.\, No. ~, p. 8 . 
./ 

4. National Geographie; Hunters orthe Lost Spirit; .Pri·it J. 
Vesllinài. V..oJ...-,l&.3., :No.. 2 1 February 1983, p. 220 • 

./ 
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1 

,) The psychic autonomy, the discipline of the hunting ~thic 

and the patient judgrnen~of the Inui~ have been shattered, but . ~ ~ ---

there is now a conce'r~ed will for qommon purpose to refortify a 
Il -

once fêckless s~irit. Cultural torpidity is being.supplanted 
1 

witp. neW hope and determi~ation,' "to li~t~'Il, ag~in tcY the stor~ 
t,hat, is in the' . d "5"" l d d Il . t ~G . ht Wl.n. __ n ee " a ra y,l.ng. cry 0 ra.sp Tl.g 

the ald ~ays ,.6-a beacon out of 

,ivory and antler artifact, is 
\ '.-

~,Beautiful Land, Nunassiaq. 
, 1 

1 

th~ gast ~iscovered on an an,c,ient 

pres~ntly swirling ~roun9 The 

John ~agcialik7' a vice presiqent of th~ Inui~ Tapirisat of 
. . 

1 Canada 'àn'd"a :-fo~er direcfor of .Inuit land èl~ims for the North 

'West Terri tories eloquently. 'surns up the social r plight and the 
" , ~,Jo -::- .... !> '1 

) . 

st.rugg'le for culturaL s-w;vival of his people, "Will the Inuit . , . 
disappèar from the face 'ôf thi~ earth? "" , . 

1 

Wi'll we -become extinct? 
, . -

~ .,. i" 

W~ll Ou~ ~uituie, our language and our attachrnent to nature be 

remember~d, only. in ,pistory boOks? . To realize that we Inuit àre 
\ 

in the s~e category as the great'whales, the.b~ld eagle, the , ' 
~ ~, 

husky' and the polar near brings me great fear. To realize that 
, ! , \ 

our p~op1e, ·can b~ cl~s~ifi.ed ':ls an end~ngere,d species is very 

disturbing. Is' ou~ culture like a wounded polar bear that has 

gone out to sea, bo dIe' alone? What can be done;?11 7 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Paper Stay~( Put; Edi te:<t .b.y,-J~obin 
of My People? Mary'panegoosho, 
1980, p. 13~ 

Gedalof, Where aré the Stories 
Hurtig Publishers,(Edmonton, 

\ 
The New York Times; Arts of the /Far North, July 31, 1983, p. 51. 

paper Stays Put: Editor, Robin Gedalof, We Must Have Dreams, 
John Amagoa1ik, Hurtig Pub1ishers, Edmonton, 1980, p. 163. 

1 
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CHAPœER XVIII 

SUMMARY . , 

In 1576 when Martin Frobisher beguilingly sounded a brass 

bell to lure some'wary Eskimos towards his'Shlp, the metallic 

vibrations, ~trange and fascinating to aboriginal ears, 
. ,1 

symholically signalled the beginning of the decline of native 
\ 0 

cultural" integrity. Indeed" the hostility generated at the 

moment when an Eskimo was forcibly-detained and subsequently 

çÇi-rted otf to England as a prize, and when f;i.ve of Frobi·sher's . . 
o 

crew were secreted inland by the Eskimos, may have been the 
' . 

inCidents which presaged a future of resentment, suspicion 

and ir~itation between a haughty white civilization and a~ 
1 _ 

h~therto static, inward looking society. Thus, dating from 

Frobisher' s premier foray into··the Art::tic, the dynamics "of 
t ~ ; 

-Inuit life styles have been thrllst into a disordered fll;1x, 
, 

the terrible results of which are apparent in the cultural 

r . 

::' decay which exists everywhere in "the North today. The testi- J • 

~ \ 

mony te this terrible tragedy is of éourse evident from thè 
~. 

litera'ture . already reviewed. 

A Peep at the Esquimaux, a romantically~idealized but 

°incredibly accurate piece of poesy for its time (1825) has 

provided us with a useful portrait of unsullied Inuit culture, 

a 'd~tuJ point from which one may meqsure the" disintègration of 

a civilization which struggled to live in a workable equilibriurn 

within an intractable environrnent. Other than the journals pro-

• 
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~.- duced by the first waves of adventurers seeking a transpolar 

maritime passage across' the top of America, there was very 

, . 

(' 

Iittle Iiterature published which was concerned with the well-

being of the Inuit until weIl into the last quarter of the 

nineteenth century. 

From the turn of our century to the outbreak of World War 

II, the buLk of Arctic literature was produced by social 

scientists and missionaries who personally experienc'eà the 
" 

, hardships of Arctic life along side the EskL~os. ,Among the 
\ ' 

former were Vilhjalmur Stefansson and Diamond Jenness whO 

wrote intelIigentIy and objectively about their observations. 

Most missionaries who served in the North were equally 

assiduous and diligent and chronicled their experiences with 
, 

inspired vigour. Renowned amongst these men were Gontran de 

Poncins who produced Kabloona and Raymond De Coccola who 

_ authored Ayorama, a personal record 'of twelve years amongst 

the Eskimos. It is interesting to note that not one of these 

fo_ gentlemen jus:: mentioned was a Canadian by birth but were 

nevertheless selflessly dedicated to the well-being of the 

Canadian Eskimo. 

Fpremost amongst post World War II Arctic chroniclers is 

Farley Mowat, a proud, patriotic and strong-willed Canadian 

author who is a thoroughly seasoned Polar dweller and one who 

consistently exhibits a strong affection for the Inuit. Mowat's 

People of the Deer (1952) was reieased in England because 

.~- timorous Canadian publishers di~not wish to confront 'the 

• 
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establishment"' or to offend a rambling poli tical bureaucracy. 

This volume has now become a cornerstone of our national Arctic 
~ 

literature. In the meantime Mowat continues t~ be a prolific 

author writing about our w~lderness problems and in particular 

about the cultural plight of the Inuit. 

James Houston, a distinguished civil adnùnistrator and 

au~or of Inuit themes is generally credited with the initial 

development of Eskimo art in Canada. He is best known as an 

illustrator and writer of juvenile fiction relating to the 

struggles of native children confronted by pe~ils of the Arctic 

environment. Houston persistently ~tt~pts to show that the 
) 

, 
physical courage of Inuit adolescents equates with the moral 

development of his young characters. Houston has created this . . 
\ 

sturdy vignette of Eskimo youth by pitting them against the 

antagonistic predator, Nanook the polar bear, or expos!ng the 

'children to perilous environmental obstacles. 

Undoubtedly the most exciting and useful development in 

the relatively short history of Inuit literature which high~ 

lights the cultural struggles of these tenacious people, is 

the evolution away fram oral legends to written records. 

Paper Stars Put~which is a éollection of Inuit folklore and , 

traditions, many translated from the originar syllabics, 

mirrors this recent literary phenomenon. The philosophy 
, 

behind this valuable compendium is that 'By ear we forget, 

but paper stays put.' The editor of this fine collection, 

Robin Gedalof, has instinctively brought tQgetber a rich 
Cl 

• 
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anthology of legends~and social history. Another recent public-
. 

ation which is illustrative of the cultural embarassment and 

,pain which are suffered by natives who move to southern metro

polita~ areas te secure their livelihoods is Minnie Aodla 

Ffeeman's Life Among the Quallunaat. The social shocks and 

àbuse to which these courageous persons are exposed in the South 
~ 

are humiliating experiences for the proud natives who have 
. 

ventured into 'white' territory far removed from their traditional 

residence patterns. 

Native authors have emerged in recent memory who have wr~tten 

with the authority and conviction forged from personal e~perience. 
, , 

Two ranking original works by individuals from the Inuit community 

the autobiography written by a patr~ch, entitled l, Nuligak. are 
> 

The other is a fictional historical account. of a bitter struggle· 

to survive agai~st a dire famine by the inhabitants,of a destitute 

encampment. Tl;J.e latter adventure, Harpoon of' the Hunter, from 

the pen of Markoosie the pilot, is the first novel to have been 

written by an Inuit. 'The book has been elevated to international, 

prominence, having been translated into a dozen foreign languages. 
f 

Within the last decade the Inuit Brotherhood known as The 

Tapirisat has energetica~ly pursued its leadership in cultural 

affairs. It is encouraging the present generation which is 
D 

infected by Euro-American technology and morality to re-educate 

themselves to speak their own tongue and to once again embrace 

their lost ancestral beliefs and traditions. It is in these 

c!: latter areas where a cultural vacuum exists today. 
1 
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The ongoing urbanizing processes and political penetrations . ' 

have now resulted in the failure of a once indigenous hunting 

economy and a shared sustenance system. The loss of these 
, 

values - frahtically accelerated since the end of World War II 

- have rendered Inuit soci~y, spiritually void and emot~onally 

fractured. As, concerned witnesses to this dêbâcle we have 

bbserved that the central theme of Eskimo literature, whether 

from the hands of English writers or the he arts of Inuit authors, 

continues to dwell upon the mul~ip~e challenges confronting the 

cultural -~urvivai of these resilient native~. The struggle is 
, 

open ended. Much literature remains yet to be recorded. The 

survival of the Inuit culture in 'Nunassiaq', The Beautiful 

Land, is still in the balance. 

• 
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