
Author: 
Title: 

Depe.rtm"'nt: 
Degree: 

Abstract 

A. Dirlik. 
'Abd RI-H~mttl ibn B~d~s (1889-1940): 
ideologist of Isl~mic reformism ~nd 
leader of Algerien n~tion~lism. 
Insti tll te of Isl~,llic Studies. 
Ph.D. 

Summal"Y 

From 1925 ti1l his de~th, c~bd pl-~~~Id ibn B~d!s, ~n Algerien 
who treined in the tra,dition~l Isl!:lmic sciences, set to reconstr
uct his society from the decadent str>te in which tre.ditionplism 
and colonia1ism plunged it into to one in whicn Islpmic principl~s 
and !'llodernism could be reconci1ed. His ideps on the ceuses of de
cline, on the conditions for regenerption, on the re1~tionship 
between Algeria, the East and the ~est, pre to be found in the 
newsp~per he'edited, gl-Shihab. It is the purpose of" this thesis 
to make these idees known. Thi"'ir relevance for present d?y Alger
ia have also been considered. This study rewrites ?n im,ort?nt 
pnge of the history of ch~nge in Algeri::.-. It ?lso contributes to 
the further underst~nding of Isl~mic reformism whicn swept ~11 
'.~uslim countries ~fter the nineteenth century. 

Cabd ?l-Hamtd ibn B~drs fdt éduqué d~ns une institution tr~di
tionn p 1le mùsulm~œ •. De 1925 jusq~'~ s~ mort, il s'efforcrit pour
t~nt ~ reconstruite l~ soci~té a1gerienne de l'ét~t de déc~d~nce od 
l'avpi~nt plongé l'~ge médievFl et le coloni?lisme ~ 'Pl ét!>t nouve~u 
d~n~ lequel,l'Isl~m et le modernisme ~er~ient ~ccomodes l'u~ ~ l'eu
tre. Ses idees su~ les cpuses de l~ dec~dpnce, sur lps cond~tions 
pour toute renpiss~nce ~insi q~e su:'" le r~ppo;-t entre l'Algerie, 
l'Occident et 1'Ori~nt, ces idees sont reflètees d~nR son journ~l, 
q1-Shih~. Cette dissert~tion se propose de les pr~senter AU lecteur 
ains1 9UP. de mesurer leur s~ific~tion ?our l'Algerie cont~mporpine. 
Cette etude contribue" lp decolonis",tio:: de 1 'histoire plge!"ienne 
eus!3~ bien qu'~ l'a':)")récir.tion du phénomène reformiste musulmrn qui 
se declench~it ~ n~rtir du dix neuvième siècle et oui continu p de 
s'~tendre en terrè d'Isl~m. . 
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Introduction 



-1-

In aS much pS Western concepts h~ve proven, in gre~t ~prt, misl-

eRding when 9pplied to the understr'nding of non-Western situptions, 

it now a.p~eE'.rs evid.ent th ... ,t the study of one Muslim prep in terms 

of the concentupl frpJ!lework of PDother Muslim pree cpn prove s.S 

mis1E"R.ding. Within the lieterogenous prep which i8 commonly reterrèd 

ta aS the 1luslim World, the time, the rep.sons end the p~ttern in 

which various peoplps chose to eubm1t to the civilizetion of Islam 

m;de unitpry IsI~m a myth rather th~n e reDlity. The growth and the 

decay of Islpmic civilizption, in epch of the pr>rts of the Muslim 

Wor1d, ~üso showed their own individuelity. The -,rc-.cess of modern-

i1?tion which the ninete~nth century i·.p.ugur~t ed in one corner of 

'.~usl1m lr>.':ds ~nd which sterdily s:orepd, b" the Spmp. token, ie :oec-

uli~r in e~ch cpse to its own hi~toricpl nrecedent ~8 weIl ~8 to 

its p~rticul~r ~ncount~r with Western civiliz~tion. This dissert-

~tion, on thE" role of 'Abd ~l-~~~~è ibn 3;dis in the modernization 

of Al~erie, W~8 written with th~se ob8erv~tionB in mind. The foll-
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owing introduction t~ wh~t will ap 1eFr ~s the presentation of (pbd 

al-~pm1d ibn BB:"dI"s' s ideFs aspires to el~b<)r~te on the a.bsence of 

homogeneity pmong the Isl~mic peoples while focussing specifiC~lly 

on the phenomenon of s~l~fism in MJdeTn IslTm. The rest o~ the study 

will speak for itself pnd substentipte the gener~lities which ~re 

being preéented here. 

Definition of Terms 

The civilizêtion~l pspects of Uedievrl Isl~m h~ve often tended to 

oversh?dow its cultur~l ones. This observ,tion ls best 1l1ustr~ted 

1n thp. common ldentlty of the Yuslims from the seventh century till 

the e1ghteenth Ru~roxim~tely. Durlnr this period of ti~e, whlch 

stretches from the lnstrur~tion of thp. Umpw1s to thp Cp11phrte t111 

the deslntegratlon of the m~jor O~tompn, S~f~vi ~nd Mugh~l ~pireB, 

to belon r te the rrep which extended from the shores of the Atl~ntic, 

et Sûs ... t al-Gh~rb, till the isl~n,i of }.r1nd~n~o, in the Philipryines, 

mer"nt th~t one identified in belief, in rit'JP1, in p.ttitudes rn'l in 
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ve.lues wi th t?ny of the inh~bi t~nts of the vpst Muslim Ipnds •. The 

tie which bonded the Muslims to one another hFd rested upon the 

Sh~rr<e .• 

Islpmic Law hpd been derived essenti~lly from the reve~led QurJ~n 

and from the words ~nd deeds of th~ Prophet. Durin~ the thifd cent-

ury of Islëm, Mus11m jurists sought to encomp~ss by their think1ng 

Most of the aspects of the Be11ever' s 1ife. In a relf!'tive'.y short 

t1~e, they h~d succeeded in integr~ting much of the civi1iz~tion 

of Arpbi~, Byzant1um pnd Pers1~ Rnd the cultures of thp neophytes 

themse1ves into FI code of 1ife which con-l"ormed with the precepts 

of religion. The c1vi1izption of Isl;m WFS being borne 

The spreed of Islpm, westwprds to Morocco pnd eestwprds to Ind-

onesiË' succeeded the -~kir.~ of Isl~rn1c civiliz~tion. Th~t the peop-

su!"ren~ered aS muc!:: to th~ will of AI1Ph ~s to the civiliz~tion of 

the ~usl1ms. Their ow:·. cultures hpd, meanwr.ile, to be reconcil~d 

w1th Isl~m. In the c1ties of the ~us:im Wo~ld, mrny of the ~ores 
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of the urbË'n peoples were fused into the vplues whic:n the mRdrrsa 

upheld. In the countryside, the customs of thp. nomr-ds pnd the peaS

~nts a.ccomodated themselves to the rulin,?'s of the Shr>r~a. Through-

out the mèdisv?.l e.ge of Islam, the process of Rccul turetion of rel-

igion w~s being reelised with relative success. 

One of the m~in features of th~ mediev~l order hrd been its trpd-

itionrlism. Medievr-l puthority Wrs derived from the notion thrt the 

w~y of the encestors ought to be followed. Yedtéval values ?nd mores 

were those which h~d been inherited fronrthe ppst. Yediéval identity 

WFS linked with th~t of the ep.rlier generptions. At the core of med-

ieve.lism, :?mong the ~tuslims, stood, o.r course, their religion wh1c!J 

rernr.ined the source of ~11 trpdition. Under A trpdition-bound system, 

from the cUrf of the Tawp.riq to the mrtr1p.rchy of the Brtrks cou1d 

be reconciled with wh~t m~y h~ve pp?e~red to be p rigid Islp.~ic l~w. 

The wry o~ th~ ~ncestors w~s equ~ted with thpt of the Prophet, his 

CO!!lppnions pnd their 11'0110wers so thpt whpt mr t tered becp.-:e the pro,-

er rel r :10nship between ~he civ111zption of Is1~~ Rnà the v-rious 
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cultures of the ~uslims. 

The Notion of C~lm 

In a system whe~e the knowledge of religion ~nd trpdition were 

essenti?l to the1r ~erpetuption, the institution of th~ mrdrp.sg 

w~s Most import~nt. In the mr.drasas were the precepts of medievpl 

org~ni2~tion elrborrted ~nd from them did the vr-rious guardipns 

of the medievpl institutions of government, justice, belles lettres 

and the sciences emerge. The m~drp.srs rem~ined the b~ckbone of 

Islrmic mediev~lism. 

The role of the m~drgsas, during the Middle Ages, hrd fundrment

ally concerned itself w1t~ the civ1liz~tion of IslFm. (Ilm, or 

knowledge. which the CUlarna~ h~d derived ~rincip~lly from the Script-

ures revealed in the Arabie l~ngurge to U~rmmed, waS essentirlly 

pe~tinent to th~ v~lues of the Yuslims. This knowledge was, o~ 

course, religion b~sed. During the height of the medieval period, 

the ~ore profr-ne subj~c~s whic~ the ~usli~s bo~rowed from the Greeks, 



-6-

the Persie.na end the Hindus hfl.d, in turn, been integr~ted to relig-

ious tr:->dition. The sum-tot~l of mp.drEi.sa tea.ching which, by then, 

hpd become uniformly applied to B.ll institutions of leerning through-

out the Muslim World, founded th~ link which expressed the sense of 

unit y among plI Believers. 

The body of C"Ul~m~') hnd tp.ken upon itself the responsibility of 

spre?ding 'ilm over the Muslims. The mpdrpsps, indeed, fell under 

their jurisdiction. At the spme time, the CUlemp~ 8ssumed the role 

of w~iting upon the ShrrI~a. In so doing, they ~pnropripted the 

right of interpretation of the Divine Law. In terms of Islpmic 

civilizrtion, the CU1ruma') h~d emp.rged, in the true sense, ~s its 

gulll'dians. Th'- rel~tionship between civilizp.tion pnd culture, P.t the 

level of the mrdr~sp, h~d provided the CUl~') with th~ir m~in source 

of concern throughout the Yiddle Ages. The ShprYCe. could not incorp-

orpte the cultures of th'ô' lp tecomers to IsIP'm r..nd i t ht"d to be re-

concil~d to their own mores. ?rom fe~r of sect~ripn breé'kdowns in 

the COmmunity, th'" 'Ulpma") more th~-. less witr..hel::l their criticisme 
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of such customary practiceB as were often fortified by the will of 

the ruler or the ethique of the mystic. Various devices were refined 

so thpt the r~pport between the Shpr~a, on the one hand, and SiyasB 

or ~aqrqa, on the other, be estpblished for the s~ke of shielding 

the seeds of CAda fram the civilizption of Islpm. HRrmony between 

the Divine Law, politicp.l e~ediency pnd mystic~l truth w~s mpint-

ained aS long aS the Order rempined Bt~ble. 

The S1gnific~nce of Change 

The ch~nge which occured in the Yuslim World, at the beginning 

of the nineteenth century, resulted from the prolonged imppct of 

a modern Europe upon the main mediev?l institutions o~ the Muslims. 

In the weke of growing militp.ry and commerciRl cha11tnges from Eur-

ope, the equilibrium whicn Yuslim societiee h~d pchieved by wPy of 

their institutions w~s disturbed. COllppse was soon to follow. 

One of th~ m~jor fertures of the Kedi~v~l Order h~d been 1ts 

st~b!11ty. ~e vFrious mechpnisms which perpetu~ted Yusl1m mediev-
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~lism upheld its st~ble social org~ni2~tion. AlI attempts pt dist-

urm1ng this org~ni%~tion were invpripbly checked, diverted or def-

eated by the system itself. The disequilibrium which hit the Muslim 

World was eithe~ triggered by cert~in reforms which Muslim states 

hRd chosen themselves to introduce or else it was brought about 

by the presence of Europeens on Muslim soil. In esch CaSe, the mees-

ures wh1ch were being tr>ken in thenp..l!le of reform precipitsted thp. 

cOllp.pse of stp.ble orgpni2~t~on. It is clepr th~t the mediev~l inst-

itutions, wh1ch hpd been ge~red throughout th~ Y1::dle Ages to ~cc-

omodpte innovptions PS long ~s these innov~tions were tradition~l, 

could not reconcill'" to novel ty wh1ch condoned chr·nge. 

The graduaI brepkdown of mediev~l institut10ns beprs consequence 

when one realises th~t the v~lueB pnd the mores of the Isl~mic Middle 

pges we~~ being ~f~ected Most. The old conce~ts which hp.d been rested 

on religion and trpdition appepred no longer useful to an ever grow-

ing number of ~'usl1ms. New concepts ought to be formulpted whieh were 

bei~g derived from e~pnge itself. These concepts would heIn ~romote 
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the trpnsformption of society further. The ~dvoc~tes of ch~nge in 

the Muslim World h~d, no doubt, been insuired from the Europe~n 

exemple and they sought to borrow s.s much from Europe as they were 

permitted to by cricumstpnce. In their own view, moderni~~tion to 

st~d for the condoning of chrnge W011ld not but bring adv~ntflges to 

the Muslims. 

The Keaning of Islçmic Reformism 

Opuosition to modernizption c~me from the Cul~mp~ when it was 

ree.lised thr't the institutions whicn rested upon the principles of 

religion we~e being re~lpced by those which the modernists borrowed 

from the frenJ. The controversy between themselves ?nd the modernists 

ove~ new end old brought forth the v~lidity of the Shprr~a for Muslim 

society. The question hpd prisen as to wheth~r or not Islpm permitted 

ch~:lge. 

The 'ul~"!lF) wb.o we:-e bound to the mp.diev~l 0 'tlook rej€'cted #'dl 

ch"'np:e on the brsie th~t Isl;m hr:d forbid en it. ~lod=-rnity bec-~~ the 
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synonym of aposta.sy .por the traditionr-lists. _'he mode:'nists, -:n the 

other h~nd, condemned trpdition~lism RS the force whic~ wp.s respons-

ib1e for the dec~dence of the Muslims. Their position vis-~-vis 

Is1~~ ranged from mi1d seculprism to overt ~theism. A third element 

emerged pmong the Mus1ims which eought to repose the ques'tion of 

modernity in its own perspective. They were the Islp~ic reformists 

of whom cabd P-1-I}P ... 1Uïd ibn Bëd1S is considered a member. 

The reformist Rttitude towards trpditionplism hpd been gre~t1y 

inf1uenced by the view which the modernists he1d of decs.dence. To 

be he1d responsib1e for the strote o.p decp.y of the Mus1..ims WaS prim-

ari1y the medievp1 system which the tradition~lists upheld. At the 

SEm'" time, the refo~'mi~ts objected to the imp1icr-tions which Buch pn 

opini~n would h~ve h~d on religion itself. Whi1e the tredition-bound 

CU1~Jnë.) should be b1~med for the decline of the 7luslims, it could 

not be argued, ps the modernigts tended to do, th",t Isl~ itse1f 

w~s At ~11 deficient. On the contr~ry, the trup. te9chingq of y~~~~pd 

hnd been ? force of betterm"nt fo:" ~pnkind. It is to th- eJr~.p.nt th~·t 

", 



-11-

the :!.[uslims will hr-ve ~llowed themselves to d:ri -rt r>wey from suc11 

teachings th~t they will hFve invited dec~y upon themse1ves. ~ th~ 

same token, the return on their p~rt to the correct ppth of Is1~m 

was the sole gup.rantee for their renp.is5~nce. In other words, the 

y~rdstick for gr~ndeur lie for the Mus1ims neither in their tr~dit~ 

ions nor in the b1ind imi t .,tion of Europe. ~at~.er wes i t dèri ved from 

the principles of Is1~m itself. 

The Old Persn~ctive 

The phenomenon of Isl~mic refo!"!llism ~rose first in the Art'lb Nep.r 

E~st towprds the middl o of the nineteenth centu~. Its m~in spokesmen 

were the c:)ntroversi~l Ci1im fr)m Iran, J'~mru. a1-!Y1n ~l-Afgh:=ïn"l, end 

hia associete, the:me time azh~rr lIu1:J.a."IUllad 'Abdü. Both men hp.d poaed 

aa 3a1~fI"'s in thp 100ae i ientity they est~blishe.~ with the Compa.nions 

of the Prophet an: their Fo110wers. In f1'!ct, they were beinp, ·.;.b"ectly 

influP'.1ced by the so-ct!llleà Wahh~bI:; of N9jd in the ~ttitu,ie which the 

l~tter p-dopted taw~rds Ottom~n tr·di~i~nr.lis~. 
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The followers of :·.he Rouse of SuC.üd who chose to sup')ort the C elim 

llulJ~.mmad ibn cabd ~l-Wa.hhab against the Caliph in Ist~.mbul h~d rallied 

to the notion thp.t the Ottompn interpretation of Islëm represented 

an innovation which ought to be aboli shed. They de!'ived this idea 

from ibn T~iy? Pond from ibn ~anb~l who c~lled respectively for the 

retu~n of the CUlama~ to the founding principles of Isl~m which only 

tho Qur~an end the Sunn~ cont~ined. The Wphh~1S worked to ~urify 

Isl~m of the lpter fe!!>tures which hed ente-ed it. Thr editors of 

al_CUrwa p..l-wuthga pT)'·Ùied the SFme technique to enC0mppss the trp.its 

of modernity into th-ir religion. At ~ time when it w~s bein~ prgued 

thpt ignorance reigned supreme ?mong the Muslims, they retorted th~t 

prist1ne Isl~m 1nvited knowledge. At ~ time when it WP.S rem~rked 

th~t reason h~d no pIpce in IsI~m, th~y emphesi~ed its r~tiona~ism. 

At ~ time when d1sunity PMong the ~!uslims enhpnced the interests of 

the Europ~~nB to the detriment of their own, 1t w~s believed th~t 

the nurificrtion of creed wou11 bring the b~rri~rs between one 

3eliever pnd the other dow~ thug strengthening the Com~unity i~ th~ 
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f~ce of' European inter'ference. 

The main issues which the Sale.fI"s considered, the reélsons for 

decadence, the pl~ce of rational thinking ~nd the question of dis-

unit y ~g~inst coloniplist Euro,e, hpd soon found fpvour~ble response 

elsewhere in the Muslim World. The brepckdown of Isl~mic mp.dievéllism 

h~d, indeed, been exnressed by p gener~l stpte of decpy, Fn incapac-

ity on the Prrt of MOst '!us~ims to comprehend the rchievements of 

Europe pnd, finr-lly, PD invitrti~n to Europepn· powers to set foot 

on 1,~uslim lands. The trend of thought which indiscrimin~tely c~me 

to be refered to aS sp.l~fr, therefore, spre~d to aIl those pre?s 

where ché'.nge was being introduced under the aegis of Europe. In eRch 

p.re~ of th~ ~uslim ~orld, the Sal~frs ~dv~nced the conce~tuel frame-

work which belonged to the refor~ists from Caira. It pPîea~ed ~s 

though the s~eds of Isl~~ic refo-~ism were tr-nspl-nted into the 

f~r co 'ners of the ~~r pI-Isl~m from minds p~ound pl-Azhpr. 
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A New P~rspeetive 

The study of the Sp.l~fï movement h~d tended, throughout, to 

eoneentr~te on the seemingly common p.ttitudes of Isl~mic refo~mists 

who, wherever they were, e~ll~d fo~ th~ regener~tion of the sarne 

Isl~m. Whether in Ind0nesi~, in tha Indi~n àub-continent, in the 

HeRr East or in the M~ghrib, the sP.~e re~sons were being given for 

the deeline of the Muslims as h,::d been publiei?ed in ?l-Afghf"nI's 

journal, the s?me m~dieation w~s preseribed for the recovery of 

the Muslims, the spme apologetics were propounded in the fpce of 

Europe. "qightfully so, the"'efore, eould the Fre;ich observers of 

the movement - ot,· C~bd pl-I!pmïd ibn B;'"d1S in Alge:ri p inte~pret 

the pets of the AS90ei-tlon of Algerien (Ulpmp) which he founded 

in thp light of thp etudies on Selpfism. In the terminology of 

e,.,rly t"entieth eent'lry French llge:-ip, the refo~~iBt ("Ulpm~), 

disciples of th~ W~pbrs ?nd ~gents of thr. Ppn-Isl""n.-:ic movement, 

h~d intended to recre~te fo~ the Al~e~ip tha elements of puristic 

religion pnd frul~ticlsm which w'uld t!"igger the revoIt o~ the ~.!uslims 
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in f~vour of e reh"'biliteted Isl~mic empire. 

The study of Isl~~ic reformism, no doubt, wr-S of grep.t concern 

to the Colonial Powers whose interests lie P.t st~ke in the wr1ke of 

religious nationplism. 7he British, the Dutch, the Itali~s nnd the 

French hp.d invr>7'i!"'bly perceived Islp.mic ref)~!llism in thpir Muslim 

territories prim~rily in its politic~l nerspoctive, the uropelling 

forces from within plw~ys overshadowed by tho subversive influences 

from without. The demerit of this a~proach h~s led to the fpct thRt 

th'"' nrocess of moderni'Z"'ti:)n of the ~uslim peoples, to which the 

rise of Isl~mlc refoT~ism belongs, Wps necessprily misinterp~eted. 

The prejudiciel ettitudes which the Coloni~l Poyers cultivp.ted ag-

ainst this stre~m of modern Yusli~ thought WpS cnrrled into secul~r 

n- t lon..,11st th1nking thus perpetu~ting the !!llsconce,tl0'ls of the pest. 

It rem-ins the tpsk of the student of modern Isl~m to recest th~ process 

of ch-nge in its right perspective wh11e b~ring in mind th~t ~s the 

moderni-t posi~ion draw8 its impetus from ~nd pg?ln~t tr~ditionnllBm, 

so ioes Isl~mc refor'":ls:'l ln e-ch 'O-rticul~r hietoricp.l c?-"e reflect 
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the rel~tionship between the ~bove-meotioned two. 

Ob1ectives 

The objectives set by the study of the role of <"a.bd ~,l-.t:amrd ibn 

Bad1e in the moderniz ... tion of Alge,ia. e.re simple. They aim et reconetr-

ucting theemergence of the reformist ide? in e eitll~tion which, to 

e~y the l~2St, Wr.>"1 unio 1.e iïi Isl~!Yl. The rime which 'Prpnce h~d chosen 

to ~chirve in Alge~i~ by-p~ssed coloni~l exploitation ~nd polnted 

tow~rds thp. r>s:-;l'!'l1il~tion of 2 !,!uSli:n oeople to p civllizl"'tion and a 

culture which were elien to them. febd el-~am~d ibn B?dYe ch~llenged 

thle French drepm by propoundlng, propl"'gptin~, culti~ptlng ~nd el~b-

or~tlng the elements for an Algerl~n civilizRtion and p.n Algeri?n 

culture. In the p~rticulp.r c~se of Algeri e , therefore, refor~iem 

meant flE'r more thp...o a re-~tion to the modernism of the seculp..riet •• 

It filled the VaCuum which ?rpnce hrd succes'o:ful1y crepted on the 

pl~ne of ideology. 10 r greet extent, lt helped create the ft~geripn 

n ~ t ion by nroviding, !" t le r st, th·-· i!Yl")ort~ n ':. component of cul tur~ 1 
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difference between Alge:i~ns ~nd Frenchmen. (abd a1-~amïd ibn Badls 

aimed ~.t reh~bilit~ting Is1~m in A1ge~ip. Although he f~i1ed in br-

inging religious n~tion~lism ~bout, he h~d undenipbly contributed 

to the creation of ~ sense of Algerian n~tionhood pmong his countr,y-

men. 

The reformism movement of the Associ~tion o~ Alge~i~n (Uleme~ 

h~d, m~?n~lile, rem~ined essenti~lly r~ligious ~nd the limit~tions 

it showed in the rpnge pnd depth of its ide~s brought ~bout its 

coll~nse ~fter the de~th of its 1epder, cpbd ~l-H~mId ibn BëdIs. 

~uring th n struggle whic~ o~~osed FrFnce to those Alr,eri~ns who h~d 

esooused the idea of a seo~rpte Algeripn entity, the Associ~tion of 

Algeripn CU1~m~~ lr-cked intellectu~l origin-lity. After independence, 

th~ shellowness of tho 191~mic ideology, the rise of Soci~lism ~nd 

thA inte~nptional oosition o! Al~erip depit th~ Islp~ic ~efor~iqt9 

thoir gre~test blow. It rempins, however, to be se~n how much ~bd 

in the notion, ~bout th~ raIe of religion in th~ mode~n civilizRtion 
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of the Algeriens will be tpken over by the coming gener&tions of 

Alge~ipn intellectupls. Thrt so m~ny Alge~i~ns ~re unaWare of the 

~ 
n~me of élbd éll-~?..mïd ibn B~d1"s todav is sig:lificant in itself. Th-t 

such p great number o~ thnm ignores its religion, its l~ngu~ge rnd 

1ts plpce in history prl)vides one wi t:r~ sorne of the clues to the 

problems which the still unknow:1 ('ebd pl-l,I~mrd ibn B:;::-dI"s sought to 

'3olve. 

Source1J 

The student of Al/Teripn Islpm h~s been endowed with most v~:l.ueble 

resources on the history of thl'1.t religion 1n Algeri1'? as well -s on 

its st?te ~nd its transform~tion 1n the eighteenth ~nd ninete~nth cent-

uries. French Isl~mology recorded, edited rnd pnrlysed the fe~tures 

of Isl~m ~mong th~ v~rious strpta of Al~eri~n society. The1r pim h~d, 

no doubt, been to better comprehend in order to better control p~d 

Affect the destinies of North Africp. It rem-ins "h-t pll ~~st-

independence rese-rch finds 1tself privile~ged with ~he r.eces ~ry 
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m~ter1al to reconstruct the steps of the p:=>st in th~ far more obj-

ect1ve and dis1nterested manner which chpnging times h~ve m~de, for 

tho f1rst ttme, poss1ble ?nd desirable. 

Co1on1~1 ru1e hpd, mepnwhile, for!":'l'llrted the k1nd of regu1 p tions 

which ~1med ?t collecting ?nd orgr'nizing B.ll pub11c-=-t ions whicü 

~rose to ch~llenge the gri~ of the Government on thp Colon1es. It 

1s so th~t the Prefecture of Algiers, for ln8t~nce, rece1ved Pond 

clnss1f1ed p~mphlets, newsp""1)ers pnd books wh1ch concerned every 

aspect of Alger1 p n llfe. The writ1Rgs of c abd ~l-Hamrd ibn Badrs, 

ln rl-Munt~.g1d p.nd ,.,1-3h1h~, fell unde~ th1s c~tegory. They reor-

esent the m~in source fo~ this study. The lectures whic:-~ C'ebd ::>1-

~a'Id ibn Badrs g~ve his students and hls own hpnd wr1tten comments 

of the books ln hls pers,n::>l li~rr~ h've been lost pnd were not 

~ecuperpted nor collocted. It ie so th-t the on1y p~rt of hie co~-

entr-y o~ the Qur)~n ,.,nd his stuèy of the Yuwett~~ of M~llk which 

":.hei~ own no~ea ~nd rnUC:l m- te-i~l w~s dés:::-oyed by its ownera d'.lr-

ln~ the atruggle for independence. Th'- l;.,tion..,l Llbr..,ry in Algie~s 
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h~s embarked on an ~~bitious ef~ort to recupeTPte its n~tion~l herit-

a.ge. The doors of rese~rch h"'ve been thrown wide ouen ~.s a result of 

this prise de c·')nsc ience on the 'P . ..,rt of Algeripns. Only the f'l ture 

will tell whethpr or nJt the m-terb:l whicn WiOS g,-th",red in erch of 

R.l-1Ju!1t~aid :""nd ~l-Shihr:-b render justice ta ('~bd "l-F:arn'Id ibn B~dïs. 
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As soon AS the rule of the Beyliks hp.d been ended by the French 

Decree of 15 Decernber 1830, a number of indeuend~nt uolities em-

erged in Algeri~. to c18 im sovereignty over their terri tories l'md 

their ~eonles. A few suchno1ities h~.d, me anwhi le , aimed A.t inher-

iting the State of the Regents of Algiers. French uresence on Alg-

erian soil thwarted their intentions R.nd triggered an internecine 

WR.r which ouuosed the various alliances to Frn,nce ?Jld to one another. 

The rise of the tribes to statehood had not renresented ~ new 

.,heno!!lenon for the ~.rp..ghrib. From the time of ee.r1y Isll'lmization, 

.this n~ttern of stl'lte formRtion h~d been witnessed. Nor w~s the 

relir:ious snur towards stete org?niz?tion new. Religion nlw2ys hp.d 

re-:nined the m::in stimulus for tribp.l nolitical '1retentions. The 

Algeri~n situ~tion of the turn of the ninetep.nth century re!!l~ined, 

however, different in thRt e ~odern '1ower now ~rbitr~ted ~ll such 

develo~ments to its own colonial interests. 
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The Tribal Reality 

The Ottoman Regency, which the sons of Baba Oru<i helned bring 

about over Algeria, ha.d been motivated by the threat which the 

S"'::mia.rds nosed for the Rp.ce in that nart of medi terranean Africa 1 

Y'J1.é'yr 2.l-DIn Barb~_rossa pnd his eIder brothers were among the cant-

ains who o'1erated ~long the C08st of Barbary pgainst Euro'Oe~m shiD-

...,ing. They hr1.d sought to extend their ne.va.l o'Jerations and were 

being endangered by S")~_nish '1resence a.long that coast. They receiv-

ed the su:)port of the OttortlRn Sul~ân, Sulaymàn Qanünr, r'nd were 

successful in driving away the Infidels end in establishing the 

new Stnte of Algeria 2 • 

The wenJmess of the ?!uslims of' the Uaghrib in the face of the 

1. lIei ther the :.:erinides of Fps nor the Enfsides of Tunis and 

the cabd ~l-W~dides of Talamsàn hod been àblê, after the thirteen

th cnntury, to contain the Snanish reconouista of North .Afr-ica. 

See ? Boyer, L'! vie cuotidienne à Alger à la veille de l'inter

vention frpnç~ise, Paris, 1953, ~. 17. 

2. furthe:- in:or.nrrtion is r.iven :'Ibout the est~.blish:'!'!ent :->nd the 

~chiev~~ents of the Reg~ncy in P. Boyer, .ibid., op. 18-19. 
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designs of Christ Ümi ty had been a resul t of their own disuni ty 3 

Ever sinee IslR~ h~d settled in this Rrea, no durable state of 

unit y ha.d come into being between its peoples. The reason for this 

has been attributed by ibn Khaldûn to the nersistance of tribal 

org8.niz.2.t ion. 

The St~.te, to be known in North Afriee a.s the Ma.khzan, featured 

the rule of one or more tribes over the remaining tribal Rnd city 

neoules 4. The rel::ltion between ruler F.lnd ruled W2S determined by 

the t~.x which the lhkhzan eolleeted. At no Doint W::lS the effort 

ever rnRde to ::l.lter the soeüü org8niz"'tion of the uolity. The 

est::lblish'7l.ent of B2rbaross~'s nolity h~.d been mr-de 'OosGible by the 

disunity which existed p.mong the tribes, members of the ~"'khzan 

of the Banü 1!arin nnd the Banu Rafs. EX'Oé'nding from his base élt . . 

.TïjrJ 1, Khayr al-:Jïn elirnin::lted the re!'l~mts of AlmohFde rule. Re 

w~s ~ssisted in so doing by the a~ of .Tanissaries whieh the 

3. ? 30urdieu re~orts, in The Algeri::lns. Bostor., 1962, ~.xi, 

thr-t the C:;1i.,h CU~:"r r>ttributed the np!!le of If:-iqiyp. to the Arr,bie 

root fra (to ::!i":,,ide). ibn Khr-1dün's Eistoire des Berb~res et des 

dyn~.s~s ~usu1~:"nes de 1~frinue se.,tentriona1e. tr~d. de S1~ne, 

P~rls, 19~5-19~6, I,n. 218, subst~ntlp.teB this lde~. 
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Ottomr'"tn ruler hnd nrovided for him Rnd by the tribes, members of 

5 
the SÏba, 

The m~in concern of the Regents of Algiers h~d been the success-

6 
fuI entre-rise of the Race The taxes which the Stnte collected 

fro~ its subjects helned enui~ thFt rRce. The revenues from it 

would be shpred between the Sul~an nnd the rulers themselves. The 

difficul ties which, ~.fter the seventeenth century, Algerinn nire.cy 

The word cornes from khazana (to hop,rd). It p..""l 'î lied , in the second 

century, to nn iron chest which Ibr~ïrn ibn Aghlp,b kent to store 

his tDxes. The H~}~hz?n, or Bp.:vt p.l-?,,~~n, is orp;pnized in tLe ~~8ghrib 

under the Al~orp,vides. Bil?'d ~,l-}!pkhz~,n will come to rnepn the conqu

ered territories. The taxes being legRlized for the ruler by the 

Sh~riC~, those p~e~s which will refuse to ~?y thern will come to be 

known ~s Bi18d pl-Stb?, or the Innd of schism nnd dissension. The 

word sibr> is .robr>blv Berber. It sho1l1d not be confused with sinah. 

5. In ti~e. Y.hpyr :11-Dïn moved his CP""litp..l fro!'n JT,j?l (the Gigery 

of J. ~.ror{l'p.n's ~!p.n of Bprbprv, 1750, pnd the D,iid,jelli of L. Bouff

~r~'s C~rte de ln 'rovince de Const~ntine, 1847) to Algie~s. See 

'. Boyer, Ln vie •• ., ~. 19, pnd H. de Grpm.""lont, Histoire d'Alger 

SOl1S l~ do!';.inr>tion turrue, Ppris, 1887. 

6. Jntil 15]0 when Khpyr pl-DIn estp.bli~hed his povern~ent over 

the Alperip.n co~st, the Rp.ce wps being undert~ken by ""lrivi-te entre

-'reneurs. The OttO!'!lnn Sul trn hpd chosen to !'!l~ke use of the ~,~usl im 

~i~ntes in the ~!editerrp.ne;n. The ~r>ce becp.~e institutionr:lized. In 

4.he st~te wi'lich Y.h?yr pl-Din estF.olishes, t!':e nd~inistrptior; which 

will enuin ~nd ex~loit this entrenrise is set un. The of~ice of the 

kh~W~',in ~l-p'.hp.r:; :>t!"'l coordinptes the ~~ce effort which i!J ~rt:>3ented ps 

~ .iihp.d on se;,",. See 0. Bo:vr~r, Ln ïie ••• , n'j.~)37-~38. ;:is bihliol7r:-·"jhy 

-p.f"r~ to ~:''.J~ies w:-:')sr: titles pre "North noting: A.:Jevo:llx, "l_~ ""':P.

"'in~ sc 1" --",r-price d'Alger", -; .• J. •• , X:::, nr:d"~es rt:>ristres 'it:>s 

~"'l' ~('>- "'~"'l'· ;·_ç,s" ':) A ·nl -"d ·rlI Alse Ch 1;'ç,"'-ud ". -r~..,,, -l' ';"'0 

.- .) ~ .. 1 .'.. • _...... • .. ~ • ., ~ ~ ," • • .. ... •• • __ .. ," , _ • ' .... _ ....... • ,-; "J 

::i'~m secr":'-·ire o~"'iciel sous 1:-> 'io~ino:-tio!'i t'.lrr.ue ?':. ':,lr-e:--, de 

:!.~"'5 ,; 12,05", -:'.A., TrI:I. ?itlUres ~~"'e"r ta :3how ti.,"'t ~.:-.'" -r';fits 
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fa,ced in the Mediterranean ha,d affected the State' s income. New 

sources of revenU8'were now tap:ped inside the country itself. 

The Aigerian territor,y was being adminetered by a system of 

7 
Beyliks • Each Bey relied upon his Ocak anatolian troGps and 

upon the tribes submitted to him to insure the order of his prov-

ince. Besides the task of collecting taxes, the Bey also managed 

the lands of the State. Public owned, or makhzan lands, had been 

apuropriated from the Carsh, collectively owned, lands of the weak-

er tribes. The creation of makhzan land ownership had been novel 

to North Africa and upset the traditional land tenure system of 

this area. The crisis which it generated in most urovinces initially 

took the form of stimulate4 maraboutism. In time, these marabouts 

recoL3tituted the Slba Atound themselves. 

from the Race declined continuously, after the Middle of the seven

teenth century until, during the Middle of the nineteenth centur,y, 

they would not sus tain the ruler any longer. 

7. Several accounts of the Turkish adminstration of Algeria existe 

On the land tenu~e system in the Regency, Bee J. Ylrante, "La 

France et les oeUTres indig~nes en Algérie", Cahiers du Centen

aire de l'Algérie, Alger, 1930, X, p. 97. In the Uâsgr!q, the equiT

alent to makhzan lande would be the lands known as ~, or public 

owned. ~eanwhile, Ch.A. Julien reserTes his entire Introduction , 
to his Histo re de l'Al er e co temuora ne de a con uete et les 

débute de la colon sat on 1 -1 l, aris, 19 • to the egency. 
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The Significance of the Cult of Saints 

As was the case with the political realities of the Maghrib, so 

8 

were the religious ones closely tied to its tribal organization • 

In the particular case of Algeria, the significance of the Cult 

of Saints was a measure of the religious temperature of the tribes 

in the face of crisis. It had its roots in the manner in which 

Islam entered North Africa and established itself there. 

The Islamization of the tribes of the Maghrib had been the work 

of mystically inclined missionaries from Arabia who attached them-

selves to the ribats that stretched fr~ Cyrenaic& till the Andalus 

He as weIl as Y. Colombe (see "L'Algérie turque", Initiation 4. 

l'Algérie, ed. R. Le Tourneau, Paris, 1957, pp. 106-107) rely upon 

P. Dan, Histoire de Barbarie et de ses Corsaires, Paris, 1649, and 

D. Haëdo, Topographia e Historia General de Argel, Valladolid, 1612, 

who travelled to Algeria. The coun~ry had been divided~.into three 

administr~tive units, liwa's or beyliks. The representativesof the 

ruler, the Dey, the Beys, headed each of them. The entire govern

ment rot~ted around the leTY of taxes. The milit~ry institution, 

composed of Turkish imported tr06ps and of the junt from the tribes 

uoliced the country and collected the tribute in k nd and in money. 

9 

8. This has weIl been described in E. De rme nghem , Le Culte des Saints 

d~~s l'Islû~ ~ghrébin, ?aris, 1954, and A. ~epont and X. COPPolan1, 

Lës Confrêries religieuses musulmanes, Alger, 1847. Also consult 

A. Bel, L~ ~eligion musulmane en B~rbnr1e, Paris, 1938, and ibn 

i~ldün, Eistoire ••• 

9. ibn Khaldün defines the Uaghrib as that area ~hich lies west of 

Egypt and Cyrenaica (see G. Mariais, "Iaghr1b", E.I., III, pp. 

108-109). ?nere did the ribat de7elop as a center of worship and 

defence. In the ~shriq, theeribât 1s synon~ous ta the khanaga 

in whic~ ~stics of the ~~rsPJ~dê withdre~ to ~ditate andtprepare 
~or the ~OLy ~r. To the U2.gnrlbIs, the rlb~: c~e to Mean ne 

• 



-27-

Duringê;he process which beg?n for North Arrice pround the yet:'r 

681, the defea.ted Berbers were invited by their Arab conquerors 

either to embrace Is1~m or to pPy the 1iziva. In 1ess th~n a cent-

ury, the entirety of Ifriqiya, the Awr~s mou.1t::-ins ~nd the midd1e 

a.nd high A1:1ps converted to the new ff'ith. 

The type of Is1~m which hpd found ecce-ptpnce emong the Berbers 

10 
incor"por~ted mpny of their own pre-Is1~~lic be1iefs • Their a.ge-

long customs we:·e accommodf'ted to the new religion 50 as to 1ead 

one observer to r€"m~rk th~t, in the MFghrib, it is not the Berbers 

who h~d been is1emized as much aS Is1pm th~t h~d become berberized 

One fepture of this Berber Islam cert~in1y was the inEtitution of 

marpboutism. 

~awiya wne::'e the Believers gpthered f!round their mystic~l ter.gher. 
ee G. Y~rçei5, "Riba~", y., III, pp. 1150-1153. E. Doutte, ~ 

Mar~bouts, Paris, 1900, is still more e1ebor~te. He diecnrde the 
a~peRling derivptive of mur~it from rebrte (re1igr.re, the l~tin 
root of relifieux). In the Kaghrib, ribet pnd zeWi)a pre often used 
a1tern~te1y see ibn Khpldün, Histoire ••• , l, p.83 • The murFbit 
rem~ins peculi~r, however, to the Y~ghrib (including Egypt, ~ccord
ing to Y. EartmpDD, "Aus dem R~ligionsleben der Libyschen Wust~", 
.Arch. f. Rel. Wiss., I, pp. 272-2'73). It combinps the qu!""lities of 
the gh~zr pnd the sürr of the Y~shriq. 

10. A. Bel i9 MOst revepling on this subject in his Le religion ••• 

Il 

, 
Il. Ye oye th1s obse~et1on to A. Berque, "L'epurption de l'Islpm", 
?'.A., XCI, p. 264. 

• 
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The role of the Marabout, which some have likened to that of 

the Berber kahana of olden times, was religious as much as it pert-

12 

ained to the social structure of the Maghrib • The Marabout disp-

ens8.ted th~ spiritual and moral needs of the tribesmen to them. He 

was teacher, guide and council. He was the bearer of the values of 

his tribe. Maraboutism had been gre~tly spurred by the loss of the 

Andalus to Christianity during the fifteenth century. The world view 

of the Huslims of the area had to be restated in order for them to 

trust that Allah was still on their side. The expulsion of Islâm 

from Spain had been the MOSt spectacular sign of the collapse o~ 

the ALmoravide and the Almohade ~asties. Decline, meanwhile, set 

in for MaghribI Islam already earlier and was furthered by the succ-

ession of polities. The systematic impoverishment which accompanied 

this political decline gave the Marabout further opportunities to 

emerge as the sole interpreter of this state of affairs for the 

~.!uslims of North Africa. 

12. See R. Basset, "al_YJahina", E.I., II, pp. 626-627. She was 

defeated ~ the ~~slims at the Battle of ~abarqa (701) and killed 

in the Awras !:lo".l:tains. The conversion of the Berbers to Isla..-n, 

at theisa.~ t~eJ wasinot. followed by th~ sir:nificant tra.nsfortnP..tion 
of" tlle r SOCl.aI organ 1"'.tlon. 
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The Hei±s to the Bey1iks 

The opuosition to Beylical authority had risen from the land 

13 
and fiscal p01icies of the Regents towards the tribes • It wae 

given"rel1g±aus content when the Marabouts questioned, on Isla.m1c 

grounds, the Talidity of the collection by the delegates of the 

Dey of the alms t~xes. The formation of a SIba in Algeria had, 

meanwhile, brought Tarious Marabouts to ally themsel"'es to one 

another into MYstica1 Brotherhoods. ~ the nineteenth century, 

scores of ~arIgas had appearedthroughout Algeria which combined 

14 
religious identity to social and political unit y • 

The phenomenon of yYstical Brotherhood had not ~assed unnoticed 

to the State. As early as 1785, the Bey of Mu'askar clashed with a 

13. The schismntic natur~ of the SIba has weIl been studied by 
ibn KhaldÜD. In Les urolegomènes, trad. de Slane, Paris, 1863, 
l, p. 297, he relllf'.rks thé'lt the tribec feel diminished if they 
subnit to the pa~nt of taxes. In another context, in l, p. 324, 
he indicates that aIl dynâsties relied upon religion for their own 
legitb'lizB.tion. It is therefore normal thc~t opposition to the StEte 
will have taken re11gious colour1ng as 1s shown 1n A. Bel, La. reli
gion ••• 

14. ~. Colombe, "~g'rie ••• ", p. 118, men:ions the Darqaw!yya 
b" rtru:1e. Ch.A • .Tulien, Eistoire ••• , p. 17, sugge~ts th:lt rebel 
~d daroaw! becp~e synonymous in Regency circles towards the close 
of the eighteenth centur)·. Except for the ~iyy~, aIl Algerian 
tprroas were ir. oper. rebellion against the State towards 1830. 
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corrr.lUni ty of Ti,jP'nïs over nayment of the zakat. The inhpbi ta.nts 

of p.1-_t\p'.,hwrï~ repffirmed their submiss ion to ::IulJ.al11P.l.-"d Bey yet they 

resisted his efforts to expct the 21Y"!'ls tpx fro:n them. The same Tij-

~nïs cpused another incident pt CAyn ~Ja.hd'ï in 1788. Their exarrn1e 

WP.s soon followed by the D~r(1~wrS of the Awr~s Y"!'lo1.1nt~ins who SDea.r-

hep.ded tile revo1 ts a.gninst the Beys of Q.ussRn~rna Pond Clnnabn.. The 

nde'-:ts of ~!['w1e.y a1-(Ara.br ibn PJ:L>nA.d r-l.l-Daroawi' were c'lallenging 

the foundp.tions of the Stp.te of the Regency. 15. 

On 15 lL~.y 1830, Ijua~yn Dey, the Regent in A1giera, wn a de "1osed 

bV the French ~nd hia oolity pbru~t1y brought to ~n end. Through-

, out JUgeria., inde!1endent '101i ties s·lr2l.1g which plI set to conao1id-

"te their ïosition until the d~y when the French would withdrAw. 

15. In t"0r::1~ t ion in this sec t ion is borrowed to J. Abun-:i~s~, The 
Tij~niyyp, Lonnon 1965. Refe~ence ia here Y"!'l:>'ic to nis ""r:ns 50 "nd 
60. About t".:e cities which ~re ::cre Y"!'lentioned, they ~re mo~e co~..,on
~:v known "s :,!p sc:->rp., L"ghour-t, Cons+';antine :-nd BOne ren)cctivel~T. 
t."'T"~S ~s k!':.own ~s Aurès p"",:ong French his+;o~ipna nna p;c.o~rp~:'1ers. 
As to A~,n :L".hdl:, it is trpnsliterpted both bv J. Abun-ripsr ~'n'i 
b" r l:!. ?rC!1c:1 !1is:ori~ns "nd p:eoerp"'::e~3 ps CA-rn or Ain ~.~~,'i::L l 
CO:l:'d. not loc,,:e t!1is tO-ml on the off"icipl :7lR.'P o~ Alr;erip '"nd ::"v" 
t-ken the liberty to o~t ~or ~phdr r"ther t~~n 
07 n r the rebel1ion o~ ~~stic.,l Brothe~hoods i~ 
G. Yve~, ".· .... ~"S·I, .§..:.l., 'ne 5~2;. 

, f' .• • 

.J....i '1.:'11. 

the Awr~s, 
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In T~.lamse.n, the Benü Nün::>l} nosed ~.s the de-"uties of the Sul ~?n of 

Horocco. In the vicinity of Wahr2"n, the mF'khzan chieft:=Jins, Mustafa . . 

ibn Ism~.C!l :=;nd f11-1lpzzarI, '1erpetué'ted their hold on their subjects 

p,nd nroclf1.i"!led their sovereignty. In the south, the Banu Anjé.d hrd 

r:::;llied 8.round their Marabout, Sha.ykh al-GhumarT. In the eF?st, the 

tribes of the She.lf supported yet another Marabout, sr al-(Are.br. 

He~r l!uCaska.r where a ,ja.rri1l'-a of notables ruled in nlace of the Bey, 

rn nllümce Wr>S rrrt='nged with the newly born Q.adir~yya Mystical 

Brotherhood of the Hp.ra.bout of the Ba.nu HB'shim, Shaykh MtL":-iyï a.l-Dïn. 

It ~'1-"eared ns though the recurring ~attern of lfu.khza.n brerl.kdown 

and STh::!. growth were being rehenrsed once aga.in 
16 

• 

16. The ter~inrtion by Fr~nce of the rule of the Dey h~s been 

nprrp.ted in Ch. A. Julien, His toire ••• Over tile rebellion r>ga.inst 

St~te rule throu~hout }~Geria, l hr-ve relied u-.,on A. Bellemrre, 

.·\bd-el-Krder, Pr::--is, 1854, p':1. 40-41. The cities mentioned in t::.is 

"rr~r-:r~ . .,h ~::--e bet~er known rs Tlemcen n.nd O:r;rn ~nà the Sh:=;lf v~l:ey 

is mor~ often th~n not refered to PS t~e Cheli~. 

Over tile :-or::.~ t ion of :'J'k:'1.zrn ~nd Siba, see ibn }::hr·ldun, Les Prolé

Î'o~ines! II, ~~. 131-132. 
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Cabd al-Qadir ibn MuhiyI al-Din 

c - -In 1832, in the plains of al- Arish, the chief tains of the Eanu 

Gharrâba, the Banu Iiashim, the Banü Sharraqa, the Banü CWr and 

the Munajirs met to elect one of their members to lead them against 

the advancing French armies. Their choice fell, on 22 November at 

Kha~!b!yya, on the youngest son of MuhiyI al-Drn, the Marabout of 

17 
the Banü Hashim • 

Muhiyl al-Dln's op~osition to the Makhzan had weIl been est~bl-

ished among the tribes of Oranie. r·mprisoned by Hasan Bey of Wahrân, . 
the Shaykh hE.d been released to perform the pilgrimage. In the Mash-

riq, he was init1ated to the ~adirIyya. B&ck in Algeria, he resumed 

his fight against the Regent until, under the auspices of his new 

p['.tron-saint from Jï1ân, he succeeded to defeat his forces in 1830 

Cebd al-~àdir, h1s son, had distinguished himself at the siege 

of Wahran and his reputation as a warrior had become widespread 

17. A. Be 11eJ:l2..re , Abd-e1-Kader, pp. 30-34. The meeting of these 
tribcs 1s said to hnve taken p1~ce in tr.e p1ai~s of Gharls by 
tr.is autr.or. l WE.S able to locate those of a1- ArIsh, in the 
Province of Wahran (Orpnie) and pres~e that there is where 
the e1~ction of cabd al-~adir did take p1nce. 

e -18. ~. Abun-:~asr h.. ... s !nUch to say about abd al-o..adir in ..!l1: 

18 
• 
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~ong his tribe. He ~ccom~Fnied, meenwhile, his f?ther to the E2st 

and. W2S given who1esome tr~ining in the religious sciences there. 

B~ck in Algeria, he witnessed the circu1~tion of rumours which 

predicted the.t the vener~ted twe1fth century (Ir!"qï mystic, cr-bd 

?l-QJ~'dir Jï1pnï, ~nnoint him onl0 dey with th~ sceptre of the M~.ghrib. 

Another such 1egend predicted th~t the son of Zuhrr become Su1~Fn 

of lUgerie. At the chieft~.ins meeting of Ars:-biyr, in 1832, the 

S:",int from J'ilan once ~gr'in f'p1epred to the Me.r'bout of the B~nü 

cArr?sh, this time in f~vour of the e1ection ,..f (ebd p1-~pdir. He 

19 

we.s appointed milit2r,y cOMm?nder over the mRin tribes of Or?Jl!e • 

Tij~nivva, p. 64. 

19. idem. According to him, a black sll"'ve h;::)è ~p ··eared to the 

Yar~bOüt carrying two orpnges. When esked who thpy were ror, he 

rep1ied: "For the Sultan of the Kaghrib". See also A. Bellem~re, 

Abd-el-Keder, pp. 19-20. B4sides the mi1it~ry cr-pacities of cabd 

a.l-Q,P"dir ibn Yul).iyï ~l-Dïn pl-~ase.nr (1807_1883), cp.p~çities which 

were publicised in the correspondence of Gener~ls D?mremont, C1ruzel, 

Valée pnd Bugeaud end from his own Yiehëh el-k~ta>tb we zrn~t ~l

jpysh ~1- ~lib w hu. mu1 khkh s 1-0. nrn ~l-l~ti s no rl-

m~ !.1'ür l,.,h s~ n-n m .... l n rl- .... m'1r in Ph. de Cosse-

Brissac, "Abd e1-Kedir", E.I., I, p. 68 , the AmIr's n~me la 

evoked ln Algeria's trrdltlon~l leerned clrcles. He ia the puthor 

of ... tre~tlse in ~hl10aopby, Dh1kr ~l-Cigil WP tenb1h ~l-ghrfil. 

HiR Nuzhrt ~l-kh;-tir 1''1 g~sid t'l-emIr1Jl poejD • .2~_~im_pr~ise. Als:-; 

to be mentioned ... re his Riblet rI-cmJl:, his LpwJ'ët el_dr'm~)tr wc 

dp.mC6t ~I-n?wêzir rr rlth!1 el-pmrr, his ACl~n 1"'1-b~y~n rad his 
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The rise of ~abd al-~adir to power was weIl in tune with MaghribI 

tradition. It combined militar,y intimidation with religious pers-

uasion. It represented a phenomenon which the tDibes of North Afr-

ica knew we11 and which they either accepted or bitter1y op~osed. 

From the outset of Cabd al-Q.adir's rise, the Marabouts had been 

instrumental in the sprea.d of the ~adirryya. In 1833, for instance, 

the submission of MuCaskar to his ru1e was their own doing. They 

spread his reputation to a11 the pa.rts of Algeria. 

Opposition to the ~adirryya had, meanwhi1e, not fai1ed to mount, 

main1y in the a1-Aghwat district and in the Awras mountains. The 
• 

l!arabouts of the TijanIyya and the Darqa.wIyya had rebuffed cabd 

al-~adirts kha1Ifas. They a1so rejected the contents of the khutba 

which he ha.d given in }.!ucaskar and in which he reminded the people 

a1-Yawagrt a1-thamlna. His biograph~ w&s -.ri tten by his son, 1fuhammad 
Ibn tabd al-~kdir a1-FAsanr a1-Jazâ irI, and i5 entit1ed Tuhfat"a1-
za~ir fi mn)âthir al-amlr. See K. Brocke1man, Geschichte der Arabi
BChen Literatur, S II, pp. 886-887. 
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of the oppressive Turkish rule and warned against the consequences 

of French occupation for Islam. His calI for the Algerians to forget 

20 

their differences and to unite under him would not be shE.red by aIl 

The Meaning of Cabd al-Qadir's Sultanate 

The difference which arose between the Tarious Algerian tribes 

derived from their conviction that French presence was not the main 

problem for them to solve. The resentment which had emerged against 

the Beyliks as a result of the rule of the Regents induced the tribes 

to rid theoselves of their governors. At the srume time, each tribe 

set to establish the sovereignty and independence of its members. 

'abd al-~adir's ambitions to rule over them were therefore being 

rightfully contested by Most. 

From the time he had been anpointed to command the tribes of 

Ora~ie, c abd al-~adir combined the titles of Amir of a tribal conf-

20. The ~ropaganda of the ~adirIs was being undert~ken by their 

kh&IIfas who traTelled about Algeria and invited the Tarious tribes 

to join their ~7stical Brotherhood. Their actiTities disnleesed 

the main tarigas whose own ambitions were beinv, threatened. On the 

text of t5e khutba which c~bd al-~adir ~de before sitting to .rite 

aIl the tribes and invite thern into sub~ission (action which is 

reminiscent of thF.t of tee Prophet), see A. Bellemare, Abd-el-FAder, 

• 
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ederR,tion ~nd She,ykh of the q.p.dirlyyp. His claim to the Sr>l ~~na 

followed suite pnd ~osed the ouestion of allegi8nce of aIl Alg-

erians to hi8 authority. The notion ha,d plready been s")read by 

his khe.l!fa,s th~t cabd pl-QRdir's wp.r Wr>S a, ,jihP'd in which it Wp.s 

the dllt~, of eyery ~!.:UslilT\ to -1prtr>ke. Those who refused to cio so 

nnd pcce'lted to live in the territories which the French controlled 

were lieble to the fptp. of the k~fir. The i~~licptions of this 

we!'e ~oliticr:l, fiscal r.>nd religious bp.sides being military. Cnbd 

p.,l-"l.r;dir chose to bel,';in his milita,ry ouerp',tions in order to enforce 

these ryrincinles 21 

First to bp. sub:nitted by force were the tribes of the Shp.lf. 

Y:en follow.-:d those of the Awr'Rs and the Tttrt areas. On 26 Feb-

ru~ry 1334, Generr>l ~es~ichels hpd extenned the recogniti~n of 

~r~nce to his jolity. T!':ey hnd directed their own operp.:ions P.g-

r' ins t the B~~l of Cussfln ~ ïna, AJ:mnd, who hr:d succeeded ever s ince 

")-:1. 42-44. 

? 1. ide-:. TI:e ho ~y 
c-~itrl of ~~c~s~~r. 

Wr>S ~roc"~i--:ed bv ("<'bd ~l_r;:-';i; 
~e ~~dre3sed it ta r:ll Al~~r:-ns. 
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1830 te retain control over his province. The French action was 

motiTated by their fear th8,t Allma,d Bey unite with C.·abd al-Q,adir 
• 

against them. Meanwhile, the Amlr had moved against the dissenters 

to his rule in central Algeria. In the summer of 1838, he he,d mar-

ched against the tribes which ra,llied around the Marabouts of the 

TijanIyya and the ~ryya. The Gharriba of al-Aghwa~ had become 

22 
his main concern • 

The Opposition from the Tijànls 

Huh~mmad al-SaghIr, son of Ahmad al-Tijani, had become the head .. . 
of the zawiya of the Tijaniyya at ~Ayn MahdI after his eIder broth-

23 
er was executed by C Uth.mi'n Bey of Wahran • During the campaign 

which the defunct l1nllammad al-Kabi:b had waged against the 1lakhzan, 
• 

the Banu Hâshim of Cabd al-~adir assured hi~ of their assistance 

22. Renorts of ~abd al-~adir's ear1iest mi1itary actiTitiea are 

to be round in the second and third ch2.pters of A. Bi11emP.re, 

Abd-e1-Kader. On 30 Yay 1837, the Treaty of a1-Tafnâ with France 

hAd giTen hfm the opportunity to mOTe against the Tijanfs whi1e 

the French w're busy conquering the Constantinois (the Bey11k of 

Q,ussant'ina) • . 
23. Undoubtedly, ~. Abun-Nasr's study of the Tijênryya uroTides 

one with the ~ost adequate re1~tion of this ~eriod of A1gerian 

history. 
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ag~inst the city's governor. His c?pture resu1ted eventu~lly from 

their unwillingness to cp..rry out their promises and the Tij 1"n'is b1-

amed p.11 the members of th~t tribe for the de~th of their M~rrbout. 

Besides this serious contention which rested upon trib~l custom 

were the fpr more ch~11enging objectives of ("a.bd f'l-Q.~dir to Mu.1}~mm:;d 

f'l-~aghrr's own. From ft 1etter which the heir to ~~d FI-Tij~nr 

sent the French Army CO!m!l?nder in A1geri~, it h!"'d 2:!lpeared th,t 

his ~mbitions h~d become to cre~te his own St~te !"'fter the collepse 

of the Regency. On 8 Merch 1833, the Mprpbout of CAyn Mrhdr requeat-

ed th~t Frpnce pssist him in this scheme !"'nd provide him with the 

help he needed ?g~inst the Q.idirI" usurpers. YuJ?,?mmpd E1-l?Pghlr's 

re~lis~tion thet he, plone, could not elimin~te Cabd ?l-Q.é.dir fr m 

the politica1 scene of south-western Al~eri~ h~d brought him to 

24 
ally himself wit~ the F~ench • 

In the wf'ke of ll .. ghribI history, the rise of comp-ting polities 

to succeed a deceying order w~s r~miniscent, ia the Middle or the 

nineteenth century, o~ th~ times of the ~-~~dides, the A1mo~f'vi1es, 

24. The let ter sent to Gener?l Valée on 12 July 1838 19 rep~-ted 
in J. Abu-:;esr, ~e Tilen1YY", '). 68. 
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25 

the Almohades, the Merinides, the 'abd al-Wâdides and the Hafsides 
• • 

Confederations of tribes arose to impose their rule over others. 

In aIl such instances, the reTiTal of religion remained one of the 

major aims of the emerging polity. Twelve centuries later, in a 

corner of the l!aghrib, a new coalition perpetrated the political 

act of its Zanata predecessors for the sake of an ideology which 

had its roots in the Mashriq. The only new element on the North 

African scene was France, a modern power for whorn the conflict bet-

ween tribes provided the time for it to entrench itself into north-

ern and eastern Algeria,. The expedition against the Tijanis had, 

meanwhile, harrned cabd al-~âdir's own position. His inability to 

storm the stronghold of the TijanIyya had undermined his own ranks 

and MOst of the Sharraqa tribe of al-Aghwë.~ reTerted to his own 

sIbe. After the resumption of the 'ibid, in 1839, the French now 

turned against h1m. Abandonned by his own allies, rejected by Mawlay 

C abd al-~ of Moroc~o, ~abd al-~adir .as fina,lly c~ptured with 

25. Refer to ibn KhFldun, Les Prolégomènes, II, pp. 131-132. A comp

arison between state-formPtion from the tribes remEins to be made for 

the '!aghrib and the Uashriq. One cou1d, meanwhi1e, comuare ibn Kha1d

ûr.'s study to A. Uusi1, The ~nners and customs of the Rwa1a Bedouins, 

• 
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the ~ssistr>.nce of t11e SEme TijpnI"s in 1847 B.nd sent into exile 
26 

Fr~nce cou1d then ~ursue its con0uest of the entire A1geripn territory. 

BugerJ.Ud' s Arr>b Po1icies 

In 1844, Generr:ü Bugepud, then CommAnder of the French Armies in 

A1gerip., founded the Office of Indigenous Aff1?irs to study the indig-

enous situ~.tiorl r>nd R.dvise the mi1it~ry on ~olicies to Adont towP.rds 

the A1r:erir.ns 
27 

• This conce~t h~d ~risen fro~ his observ~tions thr>t 

the ~rench mr>y take pdvAntnge of the tensions in the country if they 

bec~"':'1e p.\7r>re of their sip:nific!'1!1ce. In 1836, the French chose to 

""love ~r:r>inst thr Constnntinois. The city of Const~ntine fe11 the 

fo11owinr. ~!e[>.r. 7lhile its Bey wns de,..,osed by Generel Vnlée, the 

Hew York, 19r:8, -nè. ~. Dickson, The /I.1"r.bs in the "Jesert, Lor:r:on, 

1949, :'"lS ~elJ :'"lS th!" writings of :T. Br':!"'ton, J. Burckhr.rdt, '''. B1unt, 

C. "Jo'lp;j:t~l ~nd V. ~,~onteil on the sub.ject. Also, the rise of the 

C'l}ïc; i rT~r:rr>, the Tij~nTyyn or the Spnus ï:rya -,01 i t ies to t:'.P t of the 

S~f~vIs of Ar~~bIl. 

26. Se r A. Bel1eT~re, Abà-el-Kpder, ~~. 192-193 ~nà 285, ~nd J. 

!~,bun-1jpsr, The Tii"niyY~, p. 68. The "'owe:!"'fu1 Awl'?>d l:~:>ll, !~w1~è. 

~.~uk.~t;:!"', the ~~w-;~r o~ Ti ~rr, the C Abïd, the A71lfïd lffisr. -r,d 

the 7.~r:-;:khi:!"'~, ?/e:!"'e :'"l~onr: thos"? On1y t!1e Br-r.ü CArr?'sh "greeè to 

con:' i;,ue"'-~r:ent of the tribute :'"l ~ter the siege of .. l-!·.p'):77~t 71~ s 

lifted. 
. 

27. Gener-: 3u~~~ud WPS .. ~~oint~d to 3erv~ in Al~eri~ on 23 ?~br

U-r"" 1841. On 15 ...... ""-i1 1845 !":nd un:il 11 S"'-t~"":'!br.r 1847 he b"'c~'~e 
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. 
- ~ 

l~zan tribes of the Banu Isa, the Ha.m1Fwis, the Banu Muha,mmad, . . 

the MUqranis and the Banû Sa'ld were reinstated and their vassalage 

28 

transfered from Ahmad Bey to the Fr~nch 
• 

• In the city of Constantine 

itself, a jama'a of notables was encouraged to rule as long as it 

recognized the ultimate authority of France. 

In 1841, Bugeaud replaced Valée in Algeria. The conquest of the 

whole of the country was now inaugurated and the tribes were invited, 

one after another, to pay tribute to the French. The alternative re-

mained, of course, the.t they suffer the consequences of defee.t at 

the hands of armies which had by then proven superior to their own 

in a~ment and in efficiency. The question of whether or not the 

Algerians could become the vassals of··Chr1iJt1ans had remained a 

first Governor-General. This was during thF July Uonarchy at the 

time of the government of Y. Soult. See Ch.A. Julien, Histoire ••• , 

Pp. 501 and 503-504. On the Office 9f Indieenous Affe.irs, see 

X. Yacono, Les bueegux argbes et l'evolution des genres de vie dans 

l'ouest du Tell algerols, ParIs, 1953, and V. tiontei1, "Les bur

eaux arabes du Ya.ghreb' " Esurit, 110vembre 19'1, pp. 575-606. 

28. Yore will be sald about the Constantinois in a 1ater contexte 

The Vakhzan tribes cl~ed above hP.ve been,mentioned in ~!. Lach~raf, 

"Le N~tiona1isme Algerien: sens d'Une revolution", Les Te~ps 

Yodernes, 1956, XII, p. 236. 
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major point of contention among the peoples of Algeria. Soon after 

his appointment, Bugeaud sought to provide himself with a fatwa 

that would legitimize French rule over the Algerians. Muhammad al-
• 

Saghir Tijani, whose relations' wi th General Valée he.d invi ted coop-
# 

erat ion between Fra.nce and his tariga, was fully prepared to ensure . 
that Bugeaud succeed. Previous1y, he had offered to T)a.y his contrib-

ution of taxes to France in return for milita~ assistance against 

Cabd al-~adir. In August 1841, he had convinced the CUlamà~ of the 

Madrasa in ~ayrawan to issue such a fatwa. Besidew undermining the 

claims of Cabd a1-~adir for the jihad, the Tijahi 'Ulama~ from the 

celebrated Tunisian center of learning had found it most acceptable 

that Muslims become the subjects of Christian France as long as 

29 

they were assu~ed that their rites would be aafeguarded • 

29. A p;enclunen converted to Islam, the contro·eraial Léon Roche" 

ia main1y resnonsib1e t~ securing this famous f;!wa. On him, ~ee 

:J. AlJun-Nasr, The Ti.1anl.yva, pp. 69-71, and l!. erit, , 'La. legende 

de Leon :toches"'. R.A., 1947, pp. 81-105. 
The question of recogni tio~ by the ;.ruslima of French rule hp.d ,osed 

ere~t ")roblems to p!-pnce. abd a1-Q.adir always chp.llenged the right 

of the Infidels to ru1e over the BelieTers. The great majority of 

Algeri~ns agreed wholehe~rtedly to this. The greater antipathy 

they, nrwanwhile, he1d for the tarIgas which were not th~ir own h~.d 

induced them to co~?ly with thê content o! the f.twa. 
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The policy of Bugerud hpd sought ta restore the Mpkhz~n. One 

tribe after another, one area after ~nother, were re~ligned ~s the 

vassals of the French Stp.te. Bugepud' s ini t i?l ~ im wP.S mili t r:>ry. In 

the seven ye~rs of his governorship, the grer-ter "9~·rt of Algerie. 

h~d submitted to his rule. 

l.t hr--d becomp, cle:or to the French governm~nt th~t C~bd :>1-Q.P'dir' s 

30 
role in Alger1? w~s ~n im'Port~nt one • His polit Y hpd, indeed, 

been the MoSt signific~nt fe~ture of the trpnsition per10d from 

R~gency to Colony. Fr?nce's represent?t1ves 1n ft~geri~ ~dopted m'ny 

of the reforms which the AmIr introduced. Buge~uc:. went @.s f~r pS 

extending these reforms to the whole of the territories which he 

controlled. 

30. This is evident from ~. Germ~1n, Lp n~litigue indigène de Bu
ge~ud, P~--is, 1955. The Amrr h'd "n undoubted :-·!J:1epl to the French 
gene>rf>ls. E. Dnum-s quoted him extensively in Les chev:-:;ux du Sr·hrrr, 
P~r1s, 1853. Bupeaud pcknowledged the ins"1r!'"tion of Le.bd -1-Q.l!:d1r 
1n the fields of comb~t. He plso prp.ised his ~dministr~tive :-bilit
ies ~nd reve~ted m~ny of the polici~s ofhis predecessors :-s soon 
ss he took notice of the Amir's experi~~ces in gove~nment. See ah-A. 
Julien, F.istoire ••• , ~o. 222-227. 
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!-:.round Eue ~skpr, where C ,gbd 1')1 ·Q.ndir ha.d estp.blished his cani tal 

in 1833, mé'.ny of the institutions which he introduced were in clea.r 

resryonse to the reauirements of P~geri~n society 31. The disrunt-

ive ~olicies of the Beyliks nad ~ffected the ~o~ulation ~dversely. 

The ;·':r>kh7-é'.n ceased toryrovide the stability which the Algerir'n econ-

o~ strived for. Throughout the country, decline becamA a.!")~:,rent 

r>.!1long the city dwellers, the 'lep.sant s and the nOl'Il?ds. Dissens ion 

between thA v~.rious seg!nents of the '")o"ulption nnturI'J.lly followed. 

C ~bd é!.l-Q}~·dir set to reintegrate Algeripn society 32 His pd!!1-

31. One or the ~~in feptures of the l~tter ~art of the rule of the 
::!egents hr>.d been the diseauilibrium which beca.1'Jle characteristic of 
the ti"nes. In t~p.di tional Yuslim T)oli tical thinking, this could 
only lep.d to decp~dence. The terms inhilà1 ~nd inhitât ~re correl
~ted in the minda of aIl reformera of IslAmic society. 
A rAturn to 'lre-decline times could not be achieved now that the 
Fr~nch hpd entpred tr.e Algerinn scene. The nolity of (pbd pl-ClFdir, 
whic~-:. con ~o:::-;:}ed wi th ibn Khp ldün' s n~.t tern of noli tic~.l genera.t
ion, will have succeeded to a large extent because French influ
ence hFld not yet made itself felt in Algerip. until 1852. 

32. ~:~.kh7.r'n é'nd SIbp h~ve i"Tl·lic8.tions which a.re m!>inly fisc:ü. 
7Thi le ~"'.khzan tribes were dis"1ensated of rypyment, the rpCp.yp in 
the Beyli.ks bore the entire weight of the tnx. cabd al-('.~dir held 
every subject res'onsible for th~ khp.r~d tp.x on land, the Cushr 
t~x on "Oroduce pnd the za.kàt tp.x on pni~"'l husbandry. He further
~ore h"'~ i~~osed the mn(unc> contribution to the holy wnr costs. 
:~'Venl~' sn!"e~d on rll, these t?Xp.s felt lif!nter. The AmTr h~d levi~d, 
~cco~~in~ to L. ~ochp.s, tha i~~res 'ive sum of 1.500.000 ?r. from 
these t~xes ~nd from inco~es nrovided from the .g.l~r, or rent of 
~TrI Ipnds ~nd fro~ the khpt~vvp fin~s. See Ch. A. Julien, Eis~oire ••• , 
-:;-:-ïa4. 
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inistration was orgpnized to suit the trib~l mpjority. Its m~in 

concern w~.s fisc~l. One of the .Am!"r' s first !:Ictions WeS to render 

the incidence of the t~xes lighter PJld f~irer. Agpinst the uneven 

imposition of tpxes, roll the tribes end cities of his St~te we~e 

now on equpl footing. Followed the pdministrFtion proper of the 

polity. 

'rhe Beyliks hf>d been repl."'ced in the territori~s which the 

32 
Amlr held by eight khalifpliks • Each of these administr~tive 

units ca~ried the responsibilities of the holy W9r effort. Intern-

ally, the dispensRtion of justice ~nü the responsibilities o~ gov-

ernment were cerried by the urb('n bure~ucrpcy. 

32. See Ch-A. ~ulien, EistJire ••• , ~p. 182-183. Comp~red to the 
rule of the Beys, these kh~liftl1iks reverted th~ 1!Idministr~tion 
of the tribes to the tribes th~mselves. We notice from ibn Khpld
ün, Les Prolégomènes, II, pp. 271-273, th~t this did not repres
ent ~ny novel ty in the ~.!'aghrib. Th", emergence of the:.egency, 
in fp.ct, h~d been pn innovption in the 'Ooliticpl history of North 
ft~rice. cabd ~l-~;dir's StRte Ap~eprs to h~ve linked the nineteen
th cenaury with the sixteenth wh~n the ~egency wpS inst~u~ed. :0 
Wps the conception of rule by jpmn~a ~ UpghribI politic~l reality 
until pOliticpl li~e wpS blu~ed into inbal~nce by the v~rious 
empires. ah-A. Julien, op. cit., pp. 184-185, rel~ted th~t 'abd 
al-~2dir h~d e~ected in the citi~s which he controlled the work
shops whien his p.rmies relied upon fo~ the suo~ly of their ermR. 
Renegpdes trom Europe hr.d initi~ted techniques in s~elting ~d 
fortiric~tion. The mr.ny prtis~ns who fled in front of the ?rench 
were .e1co~ed in the A~Ir's industries. They were offered prot
ection pnd remunerp-tion by p :ribal soci~ty .hose needs h~d, for 
long, b~en 19nored by th~ Beys p.nd hpd conseou~ntly ret~lpted by 
.it~olding its goods ~nd smug~ling them to more remunerptive 
s~ots for Alge~ipn trr.de. 
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gJdïs ~nd k~tibs administe~ed the vp.rious dep~rtments which c~ter-

ed to th3 well-being of the entire popul~tion. One of ~~bd ~l-~pdir's 

mpln concerns hpd been the revitaliz8tion of m~nuf~cture pnd comm-

erce ln the cities ~nd of ~griculture pnd tr~de in the countryside. 

Only a h8rmonious rpp~ort between the j~meCa goverrrments, which 

represented the notr>bles of the cities, r--nd the trlbr.l chieftpins 

could achieve this. It beceme the responsibillty of the khplïfes 

thpt such directives be carried out. 

The extern~l pOlieles of cabd ~l-~?dlr had h~d serious trlb?l 

lmulicptlons. Durlng the times of the Beylik, th~ so-c~lled Mpjili-

zpn trlbes hpd enjoyed prlvlleges whleh were uneustom~ry. Thelr 

chi~ft~lns we~e enc1urrged to drift closer to the level of the 

Beys ;'lS they bec~mp. honoured by the Regents, often to the detrlm-

ent o-f" their own trlbe. (ebd pl-Q,p."dlr hl"d set to restoro Cllstom 

as he demoted the b~shAgh!s to thp. ben-fit of the egh~s ~nd the 

9i~rds. This was, of C1urse, ~lmd ~t prlmprily excluding those 

who m",y h~ve f~voured the Regents ove:-- ~nd r-gr>inat the AmI'r. In 

c 
pr-cti~e, th·- tribes p'7e~r to h..,ve welcoT!l d such actions. abd 
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~.l-QF~"ir' s StA.te gp.ined greatly in re'lute froID such nolicies as 

tribes p..nd urbp..n "Jeo'Jles continued to ,j oin of their own :1ccord 

the noli ty which he headed 33 • 

(pbd al-Q~dir's reforms h~d attr8cted the attention of the French. 

Bugeaud chose to im,lement them1n the I=!reFls which the ermy contr-

olled., thus re~udi~ting mpny of the "'101icies which his "'redecess-

ors u")held nnd which he noticed hFd hprmed rpther thpn helned the 

cpuse of Fr~nce in Algeria. He recognized the rule of the ,i a ma. 'a. 

over urbp.n Algerip. In the countrysirj e, he hpd fl=!.voured the lesoer 

:;'ighP:s ?nd a2~ds over the tra.ditionpl ru1ers of Be~r1icp1 times. 

In the ~ield of t?xption, the spme tp.xes were col1ected which hpd 

been im osed by the Amîr. Buger-ud' s sole concern WPS the ~.bsolute 

10vp..1 tv of A1gerip.' s indigenous cO!:'l.'"':uni ty. 

the Gov~rnor-Generp1 succeeded in pchieving this tpsk 34 . ~em," ined 

?r"nce' s rot t i tude towprd s the ~Jprpbouts. 

33. ~.!. L"'cher-f," Le n~·tionp1isme ••• ", ...,~. ~;37, sees '~,bd ~1-

Q";:dir's re~or.:.s ..,~ de-nocrptic. Repdinp;s fro ... R. l.~':)nt~·ç:;r:e, Les Ber

b~rps et le ~~khzenz ~~!"is, 1)30, or fro~ E. ~v~r:s-Pritc~~rd, 

7he S~nusi of Cvren~ic~, ~on~on, 1949, r~ther su~~est tr.~t it i5 

custo~~~ er~1it~-i-ni~- w~ich lies -t t~e b~sis o~ ~is ·ctio~s. 
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The Re11gious Policy of Bugeaud 

Cabd al-Q,âdir' s khalifas were being tra.cked down throughout 

Algeria when Bugeaud proposed to adopt his relation with the T1j-

anis of CAyn Mahdi as the blueprint for French relations with the 

35 
various tarIgas • The TijanIs had, from 1844 till the final def-

• 

eat of the Q,adir1s, been gradually moving closer tOWArds the side 

of the French. They submitted to the force of General Marey-Monge 

which had been sent to ato.l"lJl·~ (. Ayn ~dï' and offered to pey tribute 

to him. Their zâwivas, in the south'and the east, extended their 

coopere.tion to the French armies. Last but not least, they commi tt-

ed their own fighting forces to the disposaI of France. 

In sign of goodwill, Bugepud hE.d refrained from occupying the 

ca:oi tal of ?!uJ;ammèd al-~8ghTrand his share of the tribute was being 

and by U. Emerit, L'Algérie à l'énogue d'Abdel Kader, Paris, 1951. 
Bu~eaud, himself, had commented upon the AmIr6 State in his Lettres 
inedites and his ~ueloues reflexions sur trois questions fondamen
tales de notre établissement en Afrique as weIl as in his sneach 
of 8 Ja~~ 1838 to Parliam~nt, aIl m~ntionrd in the bibliogra~hy of 
Ch.A. ~ulien's Histoire ••• 

35. See ~. Abun-!lasr, The Tijaniyya., p. 69, and C"n.! .... ~ulien, lli
toire ••• , pp. 222-223. 
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returned to him. In gratitude for his numerous services to France, 

Co 
the Marabout of Ayn MahdI was appointed Commander-of-the-Desert 

within Bugeaud's adminatration. News of the TijinI collaboration 

with the Infidels had certainly greatly perplexed the common folk. 

The lmrabouts of the Tijanlyya stood nevertheless strongly behind 

their Sh~ykh •. They argued that such was the will of Allah as they 

had done before over the loss of the Andalus. They contended tbat 

evidence was daily being given by the French that they intended to 

36 
resncct the religion of the Algerians • 

Bugeaud had, in fact, stood by aIl the committments which 

the fatwa from ~ayrawan posed. His government's pOlicies towards 

the Huslims were those of absolute non-interference. He had, mean-

whil~noticed the danger which the Marabouts had posed for France. 

Their role should be redi"C'ected in view of eliminating their polit-

ical nowers. The who1ehearted use by the French of Cabd al-~dirts 

reforms h~d aimed precisely at sep~rating the r~ligiou~ functions 

36. See J. Abun-N~sr, The Ti1aniyva, pp. 69-71, A.,Depont and X. 
Coppo1~~1, Les confrêries ••• , p. 136, and ~. ~outte, Les Marabouts, 
p. 82. 
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of the Ma,rgbouts from their ")oliticpl ones. At the he1m of c pbd 

p1-Qrdir's system stood, of course, the A~ir who combined the now-

ers of cmmnRnder pnd of sniritw:,l lep.der. The French hr,d pimed pt 

renlpcing C::1,bd ~l-Q}'dir in the system which they now extended to 

the entire country. In little time, the Dp,rqR.wïyy~, the RplpnnnlyyP., 

the CIs~wïyyp. pnd u1 t imptely the Ç'lpdirîyyp., i tse1f were being lfooed 

to the side of Frpnce by the Office of Indigenous Aff~irs 37 The 

French who h~d established their control over plI renresentptives 

of A1gerinn trpditionn1 puthority mnde sure thpt Religion rnd 

St~te re~~in p")rrt from one rnother in Algerip. 

The ~!:us1iMs of A1gerir> in 1850 

B',r the ;;Jicic:le 0'" the nineteenth century, Algeri"'n soci~ty hpd 

37. /~. De"ont ~nd x. Co .. 'ol~ni ~uote, in Les confréries ••• , nn. 
'74_"75, p. Gener~l de Lp ~or":ue 's srving:" "1lus nue .i:::m'is, je 
c!'oi s "ue nous dpvons "'\ersévérer drns l~ l iu,ne "'\01 i t ir,u~ r,ui p ',-,ené 
ci' n9 le Sud-Const~ntinois les o!'à'!"es ~idj"'ni'p, ~~j-;.."!1~ni'p et (',',dri'!" ~, 
'lr. 0trt co:-: let de con./"i .... nce vis-~ -vis de l' puto!'i te' '. 
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been grp.du~.>.lly rehp.bili t~ted to i ts own tra.di tion~l norms and the 

sc~rs of the WP.T hpd, in grept np.rt, dis8'OY)eared. Under whpt nm-

ounted to n nax ~~llica at the time of Bugeaud's governorshi~, p 

new ?.Tdchzpn h:od become reconsti tuted to include p.II of Algeri~' s 

of Berber times. It deserves thpt we recpll it. 

In the soci~l inter~18Y between the verious elements of Alger-

ipn society an enllilibrium hpd been reDched between the v::trious 

tribes, pnd between tribplism ~nd the cities 2nd towns of Alger-

i~. In the eco~o~ic life of the country, epch of these f~ctions 

~erfor~ed its own role. This rOle, ~ep~while, w~s senseless unless 

it hnd br.co~e integrpted into the econo~ic ~rocess which drew goods 

~ro~ th0. countryside pnd returned co~modities to it. At the v~rious 

m~rket s-·o:s of All1'e~ip, sürs whic}-~ wp.re held pt differe~t d~vs of the 

;:er.>}:s in -:!i ~~f'rent "!"rts of the coun t,r:'!, the flow oÇ" F;ooàs ~nd co:-'"~odi-

ties ~~s csntinued. Its re/?lllprity rested u~on the ""'olitic~·l 
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face of Fr~nce, the politicrl tensions which were tr~nsl~ted in-

to Makhza.n ?nd Stbe. invpri8bly disrupted the norm?l ppttems of 

econo~ic life of the Al~eripns. The op~ression of cert~in tribes 

by othe~s c2rri~d within 1tself thp econo~ic repercussions of low-

er productivity. The exch-nges which h~bitu~lly took pl~ce between 

the vprious segm~nts of the economy we"e upset pnd the prosp~r1ty 

b?sed on b-=>rter w?s consequently reduced. Buge~ud' s successful 

p..,cificrtion of the Algerbms brought normplcy br>ck t,) the nom~ds, 

38 
nepsants And city dwellers • For Frpnce, this restorption of st:"b-

i11ty meent th?t the t~x which was now being collected in 1ts n?me 

conld remrin remliner:"tive. For the Algerien trpditione.l society, 

the neY order implied th~.t the mediev""l orgAni .. ation of society 

had been reh~bilitpted elmost completely. 

38. This ls, of course, rel~tive to the e~rl1er ryer10ds oP the 
downf~ll of the B~yliks ~nd the restr1cted occup~tion of )~ger1~ 
by the French. Mo~e w1ll be B~1d on th1e in ch-pter IV of th1e 
d1ssert:"tion. 
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CHAPTER III 

The 

Creation of French Alrreria 
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The creation of French Algeria had not been forecast by those 

who planned the landing of SidI Farrükh, near Algiers, in 1830. 

Not until 1841 did the rotion become cles.r to the French and the 

Algerians alike that European nopulations would be settled side by 

side with the indigenous ones. 

The settlement of EuropeBns in Algeria had been motivated by 

the mes.sures of expediency which tended invé'.ria.bly to replace the 

absence of nolicy froID Paris. The French had had no significant 

interests in Horth Africa. The involvements of the war s.ffected 

their national pride and nrevented them from withdrawing their 

soldiers. Until such a purnose as the will to civilize the Alger-

ip.ns h2d been attained, the initiatives of rule were left to the 

military who identified the interests of Fr~ncè with their own. 

Thp. cor:version of military rule to civilian gove:-mnent coinc-

ided with the e!':'lergence in Algeria o~ a mode:'n European society 

wr.ose aüns wcre di~~erent in !':'lost cases frorn those of :!.~etro~olit-

?-n Frnnce ~!:d 'rusl im .Alp'eri2.. The in i tial ci v ili? ing ~iBS ion of 
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the French ch~nged in me~ning depending upon those who used it. 

In terms of the tradition~l Algeri~n society whom Buge8ud hpd succ-

eeded to p~cify by 1848, the existence of p French _~geri8 mepnt 

th~t its medipv~l vp1ues pnd mores wou1d eventu~lly be undermined. 

The Aim1ess Algeripn Gpmueign of 1830 

At a time when the restored Mon~rchy strugg1ed to survive in 

Fr~nce, ~n affront which wps m~de by the Algerian Dey to Frpnceis 

own consul in Algi~rs g~ve the Restor~tion government the opryort-

unit y to emb?rk the imaginp.tion of 1ts subjects on wh~t wou1d h?ve 

1 

been the Most exciting edventure on Arric~n so11 • French p.rmies 

were l~nded pround AlglArs on 14 ~une 1830 pnd set to pvenge the 

lnsu1t inflicted upon the Yon~rcby. 

1. The second restor~tion of the Uon~rcby, in revolution~ry Fr~nce, 

was eS short-llved aS h~d been the flrst one. Chpr1es X ru1ed from 

8 August 1829 ti11 29 ~u1y 1830, when Louis-Philippe w~s e1ected the 

first Constitution?l Uon~rch of the French. During the ru1e of Ch~r1es 

X, m-ny of the democrrtic prlncip1es of th~ JAvo1ution were ~bo1ished 

by his mlnlster, POlign-c. The Algeri~n Cpmp~ign w~s p1R~ned pt the 

helght of constit'ltlon~l debrtes in Pa~liam~nt. Po1ign~c, who wpS pw~re 

o~ th~ tension which gr~w between.his C)n9'11 in }~giers pnd the Alg

eripn ruler, ~uspyn, chose to divert the deb~tes in the House pnd his 
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The AlgeriAn C~mpflign W~.s pl~nned to be short pnd limited 
2 

The overthrow o~ the Restor··tion by the .Tuly Monr.-rchy ~nd the 

f~11ure of the French to break down op"Josition ti) their conquest 

further involved th'"' new rulers of Frpnce in Alr.reria .• As in the 

case of the Restor~tion, the Constitutionr.l Mon~rcby saW its prest-

ige being jeop~rdized in the c~mp~ign which it w~ged 8geinst the 

Beyliks pnd th'- tribes. After eech victory rnd ?.fter e~ch defeet, 

the French grew deeper entrenched into their Algerian odvssey. 

Fr~nce's victories over the Algeri8ns h~d ~ffected m~inly the 

governm~nt stood behind Consul Dev~ü whose unethic~1.l de:--lings with 

the Alge"ian whe!'"t merchpnt, Bpkr't, led to the f",mous stroke of 

Dev~l by ~usf'.yn Dey. On 7 Febru"ry 1830, the Ki:lg ordered thr mobil

izntion of hi~ P~. It is cle?r th~t the pim of the Government W8S 

to prov1de th~ Yon-rcby with prestige, to obtpin f?vour~blr elections 

~nd to supîress the Ch'rter. Neithp.r Metternich nor Wel:1ngton p.up

eared to object to ~he French move. On 5 July, th~ Dey ~bdicated. 

Fo~ a detailed survey o~ the events th~t lpd to the French conqUp.8t 

of Al~e~ip., see C~A. Julien, Histoire ••• , pp. 20-63. 

2. Y~réch-l Bert1 p r, ~ st~unQh mon~rchie~ is quoted, op. c1t*, ? 

38, es h-ving spid: "Nous plIons esc-rmoucher contre l~ dey rn-is ln 

vr~ie et bonne guerre 8er~ ?u retour ••• ' '. The Restor' tion ended 

before Ally SUC:-. pttempt cou1d ever be m~de. In Algeri~, me~nw:~ile, 

Generp.l Bou!'"mon~, the Co~""nder of the Ex~editionp" Force, w-s be

ing re'JI..,ced on 12 August 1830 by the more "'ble Gen rAI CI~'lzel. 

Louis-Philip?e h-d denounced thp. e~ric~n uolicy of POlign-c yet his 

instru~tions to Clruzei r~rn-in d v~gue ~n; he w~s urged to ~ct to 

the best o~ his "'bility. ~., P9. 64-65. 
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centrr->l pnd eRstern cities of the C02st. Afte:t· the fp11 of Algiers, 

3 

In most cases, the renresentptives of the Dey were instrumental in 

bringing about their cani tulp.tion. Most of these governors were ret-

r',ined in their nosi tions while the French pWP,i ted guide1ines from 

the Metro'lolis. 

On 26 HOVêT.ber 1830, in pnd around p.l-Bil'ïda, the Algeri:-on tribes 

h~d orgp,ni'Z.~d to resist the French conouest 4 
A while lr>.ter, in 

the T~ll, the C~bd p.l-~~dir neril emerged in aIl its seriousness. 

The French hpd Rrovm more determined thpn ever to remr->in in Algeri~ 

~nd th~ir cantihgents were r~ised from the initipl ten thous~nd sold-

iers of Generrl Bourmont to one hunàred thollspnd under Generr:l V:-lée 

~nè. :0 one hundred "nd sixtv thousr>nd under GenArpl :auge~ud. ~Je~'n-

7T!'.ile, t!';.e interosts of ?r:-nce h:-d beco!ne those of the ""'!i~it.~r"'. 

3. In !C1ost of A1t:?:°-i~'s cities, the :-bove-mentioned Or~n, ~.~os"::-'~:-.~nA~, 
3~~e -~~ 3011~ie, in -:-rticuI~r, th~ ~rench enco~ntnred little r~si3t
-ner:. 0:: t~·.n f~ll of ~::ese cities, see ~.~. L:-e:-.er"~, "~p ~rt:.or.~lis-
:~ ••• " , ;. r-,"3. 

4. ibid., ;)':J. ::?0-0?2. The inter~;-et:"'tio:ï W!'.:!.c ..... ·r. :::"'e:,(;_~,r p'ives of 
t:--'e 31id~ (.,1-3ilTd-) i::cidont in "N:--'ic:~ he sees the bet"inning of 
A~~o;-i-'~ ~0"s~nt revoIt ~hich fin.,l!v e'll~in·tod in th~ r arm · ~io~ 
of the ,'.lr-:eri-n ~~-tionrl ::'ibor:-·.ion ?ror:t 1s hi3 07m ~",' :-.-::: r:ot 
been s~-red b~ Ch. A. Julien. 
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The entire Algerü .. n onerp.tion was directly denendant unon the 

~tinistry of 'Wpr in P~ris. On 15 Anril 1845, the Comm~.nder of the 

French Forces in AfricR. bece.me Algerip t s Governor-GenerAl rnd he 

cOC'lbined the functions of ~ilitpry head ~'fld civilipn rdministrator. 

Until Bugepud, the French militpry onerRtions hpd been restrict-

e~ to the co~stline. Bugeaud converted them into tot~1 connuest of 

',vnpt we::-e once thp. terri tories of the Dey. At the spmp. time, he 

nrd introduced the notion thpt, if the connuel'ed lrnds were pt rll 

to be retR.ined by Frrnce, they hp.d to be o'lened to set tlement by 

Frenchmp.n. Bugerud hrd visuplized the chp.nge which would invRri~b-

IV occur in the outlook of the French if pnd when they became lrnd-

owners in .A~r:erie. The w['.l' he now chose to wage hR.d nl'oven costliAr 

th'-'n wps ... n7.icinpted p.nd mpny noliticr>1 nersonrlities .r.uestioned 

the ,ius:-.ific.-.tion of Frnnce's nresence in thpt country. The cl'ept-

ion of ... si~~ificrnt French settlement in Algerip would, no doubt, 

resist ~ost ef~ectivelv rll tende~cies towrrds dis-ociption bv the 
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The Colonization of Algeria 

Colonizati~n, to Mean the settlement of Europeans on lands which 

had been acquired from the Algerians, had been adopted ever since 

5 
the begimdng of the Algerian Campaign • The Royal Decree of 8 Sept-

ember 1830 appropriated the entire belongings of the Regency to 

the French Treasury. A Department of French State Domains was cre-

ated to handle aIl confisc?ted nroperty. Mïnister POlignac distr-

ibuted a fair amount of land onto the soldiers of Bourmont. Later, 

those of Clauzel were likewise gratified for their services. The 

Government, whose hOldings were continually being engrossed by a 

nOlicy of exnronriation which the military adopted against the diss-

ident tribes, sought means and ways to relieve itself of the burden 

of land management. 

Until 1840, the se-tlement policies of the GeneraIs in Algeria 

hk~d been termed anarchical. The rich plains cf the ~itidja h~d att-

5. See Ch.J .• ~ulien, Histoire ••• , pp. 107-163. In the Cortvention 
of 5 ~uly 1830, signed by Bourmont and the Dey, French sovereign
ty o~e~ AlF.eria was, in fect, achieTed. Besides one hundred million 
francs which reached the Treesury, l~rge landholdings were acquired 
whos~ area l could not c~lcul~te. The ROYol Decree which followcd 
was signp.d by Clauzel. 
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t ~~ct~d th~ attention of the French 2nd a coroorRtion WRS for~ed 

by C1puzel which p imed ~t tilling one thous~md p.,cres .."i th the 

"'ssistance of soldiers ~md officers. The eX7)erimentf'l,l f::>r;n of 

~Rwsh ~~s~n Bgsh~ did, however, fni1 to RttraCt enthusi~SM ~mong 

the prmy. The debg,te of 15 Hovember 1830 in Pnr1innent hr->d indic-

~ted, on the other hnnd, thnt the Government hrd not taken nny 

decision na to the fate of its A1geripn conauest. GenerRl Berthe-

zène, who h.-,d succeeded C1puze1 in 1831, pbnndonned pli Attem':1ts 

~t colonizntion. Not until Generp1 Rovi~o reo1~ced him a few mon-

ths Inter ',7;.S settlernent resumed. 

Cl'-'u?:el h:->d ~nvis?p:ed to reta,in in Algeri? :->s mpny three 

tho'1!)~nd ';02.'; ie~s who were being dernobilized e::>ch :ve'"'r 7 In 1833, 

" ~o'r.., 1 CO'",,-'Tlis:-: ion h~:->deri b~, ~,:. de Bone t ennuired into th~ entire 

m..,tter o~ co:oniz~tion. Its findin~s encourp~ed it to ~dvis0 on 

t~e co~~!et~ connuest o! the territo~i~s of the ~e~~nt. 

~~3 "'l~o con~idered thpt Prench securi~y couli only be "'chiev~d 

~1 ta ..., ~:i ..... ~t?!':~ tl') i~c!""e~s~ its ~:1~i9t-'r:CI? :'0 L\:.rr~~.L-:. C:--.• ,. .• J".l:.-

ie!; "'uote3 hi'"':, in ::is~oirp. ••• ~ "'. 107, ... ~ ::;""ri!1P':" .!'.lç"p~ -o!';:,~~~ 

.. n '("\ ... ~ .. '-~,--.~ .-ln """-o~'"'" 'rl'tp l, ~ "" ..... ~..,:-.l"":. l" ""'p ~ '-f"\!";' l' .. "-l"pr. 
~ ou.o _ .. : . e ...... 1. ' ~. _ __ e _ • ...C ~ U .. _ .... ..', _...::3. • J • ,1 '. .00 

0'.1 -""\ ~ e :: - :1 ~ ~:. ~ ~ - ... ~ C .0 .... 'J p .... n ; .... 0 ~ !1 ~ !"'l' ") S ~ S'", :.. i V:" r'!' ~ >: :" c . : '!. ~ ~ l ~ ~ 4 
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if settlement did R.CC omn1?,ny the connuest. In 1835, Ft grou'!') of Germ-

an i!"lmigrp,nts who hpd been stranded in Le Havre on their WA.y to 

New York were redirected to Algerip end settled in the Algerois. 

A while l:"lter, Itél,li~ns, S'l)::mir'rds ::>nd :Mrl tese were welcomed to the 

In 1848, ~ number of workers fro~ the P~ris Comm-

une h~d been locpted in the Uitidj1?,. The Euro'îern 'îonulRtion of 

Algeri~ could then be estimpted Rt pbove one thousrnd 8 

Bugeaud hp,d stRted thél.t any conquest would rem~lin sterile lest 

it wns pccomnnnied by colonization. He hpd chosen to rely on vet-

er~ns in order to settle the Ipnds he conouered. He conceived of 

t~.ree nro,jects of ,.,ilitnry colonizption to cost one hl.1ndred ~nd 

ei~~ty ~illion fr~ncs ~nd to recruit ten thous~nd ~en over ten 

v~rrs. :-:is legions of militAry co1onists were to s""~eF'd into the 

interior ~nd to eventupl1y cover ~11 connuered territories. The 

Gov~rn~en~ cou1d not entirely supnort Buge~ud's ~tte~~ts ~t colon-

8. Accordin~ to M.E.? GAutier' s cn:::rt on '1.25 of " L' ;~."o:u·_ion 
,~e l' "tl.g: rie ':::e 1830 ~. 1930 ", Crhiers ••• , ;II. T. O""~er:r.'"·n, Le 
nrob1ê~e ~lgerien, ?~ris, 1961, '1. 43, Riv~s 15~.OOO ~or 1851. 
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iz~tion. The auestion of French nresence in A1gerie rem~ined un-

solved in spi te of recommende.tions to this effect from the Royal 

Commission on Africa. 9 The controversy which the conquest brought 

pbout continued ta be debp.ted ~md cou1d not be settled until such 

ryolicies were for~llated in Fr~nce itself. 

·rhe ~ctu81 coloniz~tion of Algerip by the milite.ry hrld been over-

sh~dowed in Fr~nce itself ps ~n array of theoreticipns concentrated 

u~on the id~ologicpl si~nificpnce of Aleeri~n settlement ~nd upon 

its i~~lic~tions for the indigenous society 10 Contrary ta the 

9. The :--in~~i!'1gs 'Jf the de Bonet CO!!U!lission Rre interestinp, in thpt 

they will sw~y French ~ublic o'1inion in fpvour of co~,lete colon

iz~ t i0n ~n'l ~ee Bur:epud' s h!>nds. See Ch. A. Julien, Histoire ••• , 

~n. 108-~12. Bu~e~ud succeederi DRmrémont in Alp,erip on 15 Aryril 1845. 

He h~d ~e,j ected the ~f>rt i~l occuupt ion of tl).e coun t.ry. His ~de~s on 

sett~e~ent were ref~ected in his Let~res inedites (?), L'Algerie 

(184~), Quelnues reflexions (1846), Colonis~tion de l'Algerie (1847) 

~n(l Observ..,til)ns ( 1847); Eia own rur~l unbrinRing "nri hi::; dedic-

":'ion ta ~r:::.r li~e "~us "n "'~re..,dv exiating French :r~dition of 

?ettli~~ de~obilized so~1ier3 (i.e. the C~ri~nnn-S!>liêres ?e~im-

ent "'lonr the 1ich p lieu river, in New Fr..,nce) ~otivpted him. Pri~e 

~~inister SOll:t disrpvou:!"''O'd his ""olicies "'n~ -:'l:!"'ned down hi:=; i!'1ce~:)~·:.t 

re("11P,,:S :--or ~unds Rt .., ti"e when ~e~uties "nd .10urn"'lists 71~re b~

co~inr ..,~r::"':ned ..,t the Governor-Gener""l' s ~~bU.i')ns. ibiri., ~n.~:l(j-?l~. 

10. Thp ~ener"'! ~ublic or ?rRnce h"'d fnvoured -:he conn~e3~ -n~ the 

co!oniz"':ion or Al~erip. Tr.ose w~o repred !> dpterior..,tior. or :!"'e:-ti~r.3 

w i th:::-. r-" ~ .., n ct r: n r: the lib e r!l ~ i :; t s ... e r ~ ~ 1: ~ ~ X cp" t i IJ n • /. b 0'1 +:. t: . t> :,.-- ~ ter , 

thev drew thei~ i~B~ir..,tionB ~ro~ th" pcon~-~~t, J.-3 .. ~~ ~nd o~~ht 
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colonizption of Britpin Rnd HOllpnd in South Rnd Southerst AsiR 

which e!!lRné'.ted fro:':! deen commerci2l interests in these areas, Fr-

pnce's interests in Algeri::> did not rest u'Pon pny signific~nt merc-

~ntile ~ctivities. The trAde relptions between itself 2nd the Reg-

8nts VTere plwp.ys unirn'lortpnt. ~or plI intents nnd nurT)oses, Frr:>nce 

could only justify i ts nresence on iUgerip..n terri tory in terms of 

i ts ovrn intern?l effervescence Il . 

Ever since the Revolution of 1789, French society hpd been re-

setting its institutions to suit the develon~ents of the dpy. On 

the level of ideAs, its concern for reconstruction wps being reflect-

ed in the theo~ies of Fourier, S~ünt-Simon pnd B. re.iuvennted Cntholic 

Chnrch who, ep..ch in their own mpnner, nresented their vision for 

.., new world 12 The sources of such vision hpà been drnWfl from the 

"'"1e"'ior! of EnI ightenment pnd clAi~ed to be universp..l. ,h.t n ti;:1e w:'1en 

~o be --:ifferenti~ted ~ro"'! t!1ose o'"\'"\onents of c'Jloni:>lism w":r"o "")'")inted 

..,t '?r""r.ce's ey."'eriences of tr.e î~st, in IndiR :-nd ",he J.._':lericp.s. The 

!iberplis~s prrled t~:-t the ~i;:1es of direct ex~loit~tion of co!ar.ien 

h~d ~"'ssed ..,nd tr~de develonment wo~ld be more pdvpnt"reous. The l8~7 

"'lections brou~.,.;t 170 libe~p1ists to ry"'rli~:nent. The o"'T)'Jsi~,ion t~-.r_y 

mounted ~r~i!'1s~ ?oliQ'nr>c ""'roved -:UC!1 of ., nuis~!1ce. 

Il. ;:::~~c~'7escf'!îce here reÇ'ers ~o t!:e c1"sr.. o~ o-i:;:-:n~ ~:; t'J ~!.e 

~u~ure o~ ?r:>nce in Al~erip. 

1~. If t!:pse t!:ree ~~VP beer. chos"n to the exc~u2i'Jr. or o~h~r~, 

it i9 becpus n thny "re b~lie'7ed ~o hrve c~n~ribu~pd to ~~~ -~o-ot-
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the e~rliest re~orts from the Algeripn bRttlefront described the 

sta.te of ignorAnce ~nd pnarchy of the Muslim enemv, aIl theories 

of social reconstruction in Fr?nce found in the conouered territ-

ories their most auuronriate field of ex~erimentation 
13 

• 

ion of the idep of pction civilisatrice. 

13. It is worth noting here thR.t Euronean idealism sh?red Frpnce' s 

ethusiasm. So did socialism. l refer here to the words of F. Engels 

( 1820-1895) nublished on 22 J"anu?ry 1848 in The Northern Star and 

re~roduced in na.rt in Shlomo Avineri (ed.), !0:lrl Mp.rx: on COloniplism 

and UOdernisation, New York, 1969, up.47-48:" .And if we may regret 

th~.t the liberty of the Bedouins of the de sert h?.s been destroyed, we 

must not forget thpt these same Bedouins were n. np.tion of robbers, -

whose T)rinci~P.l ffieans of living consisted of rnRking excursions either 

u"lon ench other or U'1on the settled villagers, t2king whp.t they found, 

sla.ughtering ~ll those who resisted, And selling the remaining '1rison

ners !'1.s slpves. AlI these nr> tions of free ba.rbpri!'">ns look very nroud, 

noble nnd glorious pt a distpnce, but only come near them pnd you will 

find that they, rs weIl ?S the more civilized nptions, pre ruled by 

the lust for g:=dn, pnd only em')loy ruder nnd more crue l merns. And 

r>fter 1111, the modern bourgeois, with civilization, industry, order, 

~nd nt least relptive enlightenment followinf" him, is "'lreferepble to 

the feudnl lord or the ~prpuding robber, with the bArbprian state of 

soc iety to which they belong ••• ' '. 
K. ~~rx (1818-1883) hAd shnred similnr views rnd reflected them in his 

writings on India pnd Turkey. ibid~, "'lu. 59-66. In 1882, however, he 

had visited Algiers pnd, in his correspondance with F. Engels, he refut

ed his frvourpble co~ents on the French colonizption of Algeria (see 

G.E. Bousr.uet,"~J.-rx et ~nE0els et les nuestions islpmir'ues", Studip. 

Isl~~ic~, 1969, XXX, '1. 130). ~ngels, hi~self, Nd chr>nged his r.ünd 

on the benefits of Euro'1epn colonizntion for the non-Euro..,eEn colonized 

'1eo"lles. In 1857, he wrote the article "Algerip" in the ft~ericnn 

Cvclo~e~in, in which he condemned the ~ctions of the French in these 

l~nds (see H. ~nvis, Nptionplism nnd Soci p lisrn, New York, 1967, '1'1. 

64-65) • 
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1?ourierists, Sp.int-Simonists ~nd the Church h8,d been un~nimous 

in their su~~ort of Euroryepn co10nizption in Algerip 14 They en-

cour2ged the efforts of Buge2ud ~nd ~rovided the French stetesmen 

::>nd the French ryub1ic with the idel'll frpT"Jework which héld so notice-

~bly l~cked pt the tirne of Ch~r1es x. In their conceryt of the ~hp1-

pnstère, the Fourierists sought to rp tion~'1li7.e R.grerir>n society in 

the 1ight of urban orge-niz,.,tion r>nd to effectuate p reconci1i~tion 

of Cp'1itr>l r'nd 1pbour. They ~erceived of the institution of highly 

di sc i '11ined socip'l uni ts which wou1d reintegrélte the rurp1 prea.s 

to the rest of the s~,stem. Their ide as pppeélled m~inly to the mi1-

itary in A1gerip 15 

14. On1y the Church condoned Bugepud's ~ctions entire1y. ~e w~s ~ 
~~vout cptho1ic. ~uring his governorshiry, he fpvoured its ~lpn. On 
the contrpry, Fourierists pnd Spint-Simonists dis1iked hi~. In Les 
socü'listes (1848), he had dismissed t!'.e value of cor.ununr>l work rond 
in Veilles des chpumières (1849), he wprned t!:e 'epsantry ap;pinst 
socir-lis~. Their su~'ort for Bugcpud w~s ex,res~ion 0f t~eir SU~~
ort ~or coloni7.~tion. 

15. T:'1p. di sc i .,les of 1.~p,rie-Ch"rle Fourier (l ?72-183?) 11 ~he Id the 
theo~' thpt t~e differe~ces between country r-nd city be r.bo1is~ed 
pnd th~t prrpri"n-cum-hp~dicrpft econo~ies be set in A1~e~ip. 7he 
de'uty, 7icto~ Consid~rpnt, puthor of Lr- ~octrine socir-le (?) -nd 
?ourier's ~os~ ~~ominent di3ci~le, h~j ~tt~r-cteè severpl offic~rs 
~nd ci7i1 se~v~nts to his ,oint of view. ~eve1o~ment sche~es ~r.ic~ 
wO'11d be se:' ~nd o""erp ted bv the mi 1 i t~ r:" w"'re be ing envi g- r-ed • On 
the "hr>lpnstère which wps to co~~rise l~~O ,eo.,le c~ltivptinr 5000 
~cres7TitE epch individu:'ll ~ollowine his own im"u1se r:nd, in :30 
~oin~, di3coverin~ himself to pct in the interest of hi~2nlr ~n~ ~~e 



The Saint-Simonists, on the other hand, came forNard with a 

16 .., 
system of ideas which was clearly civilizational • ~ourier and 

Considérant had sto,ped at the enumeration of the merits and faults 

of the ancient and modern orders. In Algeria, the function of the 

nhalanstêre was to remedy such a state of affairs and, when Cons-

i~ér~nt aimed at resetting society on a stable path, he had both 

the French and the Algerians in mind. The Saint-Simonists rejected 

Fourierism as utopian. Fra.nce and Europe, they demonstrated scient-

ifically, had entered a new industrial ~hase and another civiliz-

ation, which differed in its structures, its institutions and its 

17 
values ought to be brought about • This civilization was univ-

ers~l and aIl e~ompassing. It should be spread to aIl corners of 

the world. 

co~~nity. AlI such attemnts, whether in Texas or Algeria, fail~d. 
See E.S. Mason, "Fourier", Encyclonedia of Social Sciences, VI, 
p. 403. 

16. Studies on Henri de S~int-Simon (1760-1825) and the School he 
rounded a~e nu~~rous. See E. Durkheim, Le Socialisme, (Socialism, 
transe C. Sattler, New York, 19fi7), F. Manuel, The Uew ;Vorld of 
Henri SlÜnt-Simon, 19~3, and A.:r. Booth, Sp..int-Simon and SAint
Simonisl!1, (? , • 

17. Sâin~-Simonis~ is o~~osed to the notion o~ dualisMe It dO~3 not 
establis:1 the dichoto~ bet1'leen ciTilization, based on sci-·nce and 
tec .nology, ~~d culture, which ~ert?ins to Ipn~Àage and hi3to~/. 
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In 1843, a work resu1ting from two ye~rs of rese~rch in A1ger-

ia. ?p·'ep.red: F?ther Enf~.ntin t s La co10nisn.tion de 1 t Algérie WeS 

18 

we11 received by Fourierists And Sa.int-Simonists a1ike • Enf-

~ntin visu~lized the settlernent of far~ers batta1ions of close to 

one thousP.nd men who, c1~.d in uni forms :->nd under the cO!nrJ1nnd of 

enp:ineers, cou1d undertpke the exn10itfl.tion of Algeria. scientif-

ica.11y. Enf~ntint s iden.s went still further when, in his system 

o~ co10nizr1t ion, he nn')ropched the indigenous soc iety in a. l7lc')nner 

i'lhic"n. hr>.d never been ntte'!il'1ted before. 

Enfr-ntin 1 S E'tro"e~n settlements were intended first ~nd fore-

most to fuse the 10c~1 '1eo'11es of JUgeri:"' into the new society of 

the Fre~ch. Indeed, na~~11e1 to the Euronean sett1e~ents were to 

be estp.blished indi~enous ones. The tr~dition~l nositions of the 

rr; J ld, the r~Q..ï :"'nd :he t-;-lib wou1d be "':'lodified so :"'s to suit the 

18. 3~t?1~le~f-Prosne:- Z:'~"=1tin (1796-1864) re~~ins ce::--t~inly +.he 

~ost co~trov~rsi-l ~nd co10u::--ful fipure within the 3~int-Si"':'lonist 

School. Tor-ct'-:'''r '.'1i:h 3nz~:-d, r.e ~ou;;ded t::e newsnf'ner Le Produc

tf'u::-- "nd directed t!':e Center, R'le T-r!"nne. whe!"e "':'lost o~ t·:~ iri~.,s 

or :r.~ Sc::0o1 7To.r~ re~i:.eè. ~nd ïro-':"P.'~ted. See~. :Jurknei"Tl, Soci~lis;'1, 

"' ...... 49_r:5~. 7he n""e of ?pthe:- :;n~~.· ·,i;; ia ~isle~ding. Ch. A. J'111-

ier. ':0 77?10~ 7Te owe C':uc:: in:or~,,:ion or. ::':e con:ent ') .. L~ ~')lo:-:i3:'" ':.io:-: 

~~ l':·,.lr';~i~ :'-:-'"I~i~~ :~~O~lP'~Ol.l~ t:-.. -t En.rr-!::ir: Wr-~ ~ .... :-i~2·1 • ...... J.--
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innov;:?tions involved. The tribes, which continued to 'lose p.. threat 

to the French conauest, would become sedent2rized and fragmented 

to mp.tch the Euro'!1epn battalions at 'Par. At the sa.me time, the 

Euroner>n settlements would infuse the vP-.lues of technology and 

civiliz?tion into the indigenous 'lopulation pnd the gap whicn hrd, 

so fr>r, existed between French~en and Algeri2ns would, in this 

m8nner, be bridged 19 
• 

A New Role for the Church in Algeria 

The Cntholic Church hpd been sV/ift pt h~iline the conauest of 

Aleeri~ in 1830 
20 In l.~.rseille, the clergy hc~.d o"1enly stHted 

u~ed in t::P. new Christi~.ni t:v which Sr: i:'Jt-Si:non CP lIed for ~ nd which 
the School c~r~ied to excess. Enfr>ntin wps trnined ~s pn e~gineer. 
His .iourne~r to Ery"t, in 1833, interests the student of Arpb history. 
~:e TIr 5 t:e ~est of Sul~ympn J~. r~ (30np -:"):1 rte 's Gener~ l de 3èvres) 
~rld of ?eré:in~nd df' Lesse'ls ~nrl ~roused' intt!'l!!5t in Fr::>rlce for the 
d~vplo"~ent of E~nt. His work on )~gerir> comes ten :verrs lr:er -nd 
t::e i1e~ S he ;ro-:otes s};.ow f~~ilipri tv wi th the ~.~usli!'!l non-Euro -'e~n 
context !J.P. chose to scientific~lly (u~ed in ~he ...,osi~ivist snnse) 
tr~ns~or~. See A. J. Booth, SRint-Si~on ••• , '1. 100. 

19. A. J. 300t~ hrs ne~lected :0 ~evelo" this ~s"ect of Enf~ntin's 
contribution. Ch. A. Julien, on the other :-.-n-:, P71~rd ~uch ~·ttent
ion to ~uc:: idnr:s ~r.~ to the i~~~ct tnev will h~ve hrd Jn th~ ?rr-nch 
intelle~er.t2i~, in ?istoire ••• , ~". ~56-?57. 

:::0. ibid.,~. 62. ~Jore s""ecific!"'lly r:nd on the r.u':'?~~,ior; o~ tLr: 
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that the new territory would serve to quench the missionary zeal 

of the Fr-,nch. In 1838, Pope Gregory XVI had reinstituted the Bish-

oprick of .Tulia Caesarea. Monsignor Dupuch was anpointed its head 

and hp. vowed to r-estore the land which Sé'.int Augustine once made 

21 
fa~ous to the true faith 

Th~ conversion of the Algerians to Christianity had rapidly 

gained acceptance on the basis of French civilizational action. 

True, certain prominent figures on the French political scene, 

definitely voltarian in outlook, deplored the fact that one set 

of su~erstitions be reolaced by another. Othp.rwise, even they 

had secretly hoped that, once the Algerians had been converted 

to Christ iani ty, maybe would they cee.se to resist French rule. 

They rallied to the side o~ the Saint-Simonists, who onenly cont-

ended thnt Christianity and Industrialism were comnlementary, or 

French Catholic Church's missionary zeal, see .T.-Y. Sédês, Histoire 
des l~issions ?ralliaiSeS, Paris, 1950. The religious ~erv r of the 
ro~ntic neriod i diredt1y rns~onsible ~or such outburst in the 
nineteentr. centurv. Chateaubriand's Le Genie du ~hristianisme, a~on~ 
other wor::s o~ li tersture, was greatly influentia.l. The Euronean 
c1ergy catered solely to the Euronean c~,tives in Africa until 1801, 
when none r.as found in the territories of Barbpry, according to .T.-~!. 
Sédês, np. 41 and 54. 

21. See Ch.A. Julien, Histoire ••• , p. 1150. 
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to the C":'tholic Cnurch itself which, by then, hôd ado~ted the term-

inology of the dpy :ond founded, in 1839 in M:prse ille, the ComDé~.gnie 

Chr~tienne Dour l~ Civilisation de l'Alg~rie 22 

The cOr.l'Jeny's concerns were threefold: to nrovide religious 

services to the existing settlers, to encourage Euro-oern settle-

ment rmd to integrôte the Algeripns to the world of Christie.ndom. 

It w~s sU'1'Jorted a.nd fin::"nced by members of the Roypl Fo.mily, by 

~rominent 'Jolitici~ns ~nd by other benef~ctors in this tri~le obj-

ective 23 
• Under the direction of Uonsignor DU'1uch, the comnrny 

r'ssisted in more tflr->n one wP..y the Bisho-o's own work in tnis d.om-

n.in. The first two interest us here. Whether tr_e cOT!1~pny did attr-

pct itsovm settlers could not be verified. It fin~nced, me~nwhile, 

:7l"".n~l ~.gr~·.ri~n 'Jrojects which ca.lled for religious co~unities to 

::2. ibid., n. 162. On the S~ir.t-Simonist contention thr>t Christ

ir>.nity p.nd Ifldustrip.lism were cOr!1')lementary, seC' E. Durkheim, 

Soci~lism, plI of cnrpter 9. 

23. Al thour-::-. :7lr ny a ~inister in the govern.""1ents o~ :he .July ~.~on

rrchy -nd the Second Re'"luolic were rvowed seC'..llr:rists -nd 'nti

clericr>lis~s, they believed Christi~nitv to be ~ les2er ~7il t~'n 

~~s I51~~. In the court of Louis-~~i]i~pe, ~~~r.~~ile, ~he ~u~cr

~~other, A..-:-élie, h-d cr~e!"ed to the needs ()~ t!lr- Churc:-~ i!'"! Alr:"'ri~. 
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t ill the l~.nd which the Govern.ment had granted them 24 
At the 

sr>IDe ti~e, r'.nd ps the Church set to org?nize its p~storpl duties 

towl?rds the Euro'Je"'ns of Algeria., the Sta.te had allowed mp?ny Beyl-

iC8.1 :nosr.ues to be converted to cllurches in the m::>jor coa.stal 

cities. The future of Catholicism in North Africa ~ppepred for a 

moment most promising. 

The Era of the Protectorate 

The Second :;:V~')ublic which re'Jlaced the .July :?-ionnrchy in 1848 

hr'.d been too concerned a.bout the internaI a.ffairs of Fr~nce to 

trouble itself over Algeria. During the four years which na.ved 

the way for the inst~ur~tion of Louis-Napol~on Bon?pprte as sec-

In P~rli~ment, the de~uty M. Courcelle cquld be mentioned 8S one 
who p:re~tly u?-tronized the Com'1?.gnie Chretienne ":'1our la Civilisa
tio~ de l' \lgerie. He w"'S backed by the strong C~tholic me~bers 
of the Asscmbly. See Ch. A • .Julien, Histoire ••• , p. 243. 

24. Buge~ud did not f~vour U11IllP..rried settlers. He wa.s '1ressured 
to r>cco!:'lodr'.te the Tr~p'1ists pnd gra.nted them a l?nd conces·~ ion 
-t St"willi. Under Rpndon, the Church W?S treated as never better 
before. It also received mosr.ues whici: were confiscated from the 
Bnys. Sec Ch. A. Julien, His:oire ••• , p. 160. It should be rem-rk
ed th.,t the so-c..,lled Beylicn.l ~os"'ues were those which tr.~ ruI"'rs 
frer.uented. 1':'1ey ft? II under the SU-:1erv i8 ion of the h:>nafY :"~uft!. 
?ney wcre co~fisc.,ted to~ether with aIl 3eylic..,1 'J!"oîerty ~nd could 
be re1is~ributed as plI holdings of the State DO~Rins. 
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ond E!"[ne-,~or to Fr~nce, the mili tnry were given cO>;l")lete 1ibe::-ty 

in tew government of the A1geri~,ns. Wi th resnect to colonize.tion, 

i ts --:rr>ctice V1P,S con~inued. The sett1ement of Euro'Jenns, in 1851, 

25 

r.Nl repched ~î'lrox:i?'!l~te1y one hundred p.nd fifty t,vo thous:-.nd 

In 1852, Louis-Np.no1éon wps elevr>ted to the Imnerip,l throne of 

T<'r"nce. ~Tr.>:o01éon III, Emperor of the French, I"'lso styled himse1f 

Kinr-: of the Arpbs. Dur ing r?, S"'lec tr c.ulp' r .i ourney vlhich he undertook 

in Al~eri~ in 1865, the first colonil"'l ")olicy Frpnce h~d ever form-

ulpted tow~rds its North Afric:m territories w[',s "'lublicized I"'S the 

French Protecto!':->te of the E:nneror CP.lne into be ing. Np,poléon III 

hr"d been ~rept1:v imn!'essed wi th the idep..s of the SI"' int-Simonists, 

nl"'rticul~rl:v those of Enfr>ntin. 
, . 

The reg1me he set to estnblish in 

Al~erip i5 indicntive of such inrluences 26 

It 7,ill be rec,~ lIed th!"' t, -1 tr-.ough !'> Il of Frpnce' s GoYernor-

, 

A. J~lien, ?istoire ••• , p. 257, rp~ort~ t~~t ~0~in-: ~~oleon 

~~~-~ti~'s ~~ Colonis~~io~ ••• whi!e in j·i~ -t :~e ?ort 

O~ :::e ;:;:r;nero::-'s :::-i" sne t::e ~os": intr.::-n"':i~:- '!o·'-·ï-e 'ie 
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and ha.d relied upon financement of their projects from Paris, at 

no point was Algeria ruled e.ccording to a defini te cOlonial scheme. 

The Algerian Protectore.te of Na:ooléon III has often led to confus-

27 
ion • It was attributed to the Emperor's romanticism and tied 

to his Mexice.n and Oriental dreams. In fact, the Algerian Protect-

orate of the Second Empire belongs to the schemes of France's 

étatistes who ha.d deplored the lack of state directives in the 

28 
develonment of the North African colony • France~s laisser-faire 

, . 
hB.d led to li ttle. Under Algeria' s new regl.me, a com"9rehensive and 

S.M. Nanoléon III en Algérie contenant la rel~tion du séjour de 
S.~J. dans les trois provinces; le texte des proclamations. disc
ours, adresses etc. oui se r~tte.chent ê. ce Memorable voyage, Alg
er, 18~5. 

27. Protector~te h~d, indeed, become synonymous to indirect rule, 
esneciplly ever since Lord F.D. Lugard's experiments in West Afr
ica (see his The Dual l,w.ndate in British Trouic;>l Afri~, Edinburg, 
1922) • 

28. The economic dcvelonment which the Continental Blockade init
ir-ted in France under NapOléon l had become MOSt aryparent in the 
middlp. of t~e nineteenth century. There was enough cp~ital form
ation to invite various entreurises to extend their activities as 
~ar as 1!exico and the Lev:Jnt. - The ",ri tings of Sismondi in 1821 
(Studes sur l'économie no:itia e followed Saint-Simon's L'Indust
rie 1818 a.nd e:xnressed i t. Under Na':1oléon III, a fresh vision 
or-wh~t th~ State ought to do in order to ':1romote the creation of 
cf'pital "as re:"'ched. Th.~t the Em"eror and his closest associ::!.tes 
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scienti~ic ~l~n could, pt last be imnlemented. 

Npryol~on III :">nd his ~dvisors m~de use of the vBrious renorts 

which, under the Restor.a. t 1on pnd under the Jul:! ::'f.onr>rchv, c:">lled 

~or the intensive colonizf"ltion of Algerip 29 At the spme time, 

the excessive ~nd irrRtion~l exryloit~tion of the indigenous nonul-

r.>tion "'Tere to be pvoided. The dichotomy Euronepn-Algerif"ln, the Arf"lb 

Kingdo~ underlined, would not me:">n th~t the indigenous neo~les 

~e~~in the v~ss~ls of Fr~nce 30 On tÎle contr~r,r, the l1:T'1"')eror 

hr>d f""voured th..,t the Algerüms second the develonment of the 

3uro"')e~n cOr:1P.1unity. The:v couli, in return, bene fit themsr:;lves from 

'\';n;,~ ~ ·~~,~cte"-· b" S~int Simonism, m~in1v, i9 'lndoubted. The ideps 
or t~is School h..,d beco~e ~ltered to s~ite the new ~t~tis~ of 
the '1eriad. The c:-i~ of the '101icies of the tir'le th~t they were 
-cientific i~'lies thpt the" relied ~or the ~irst ti~e on p new 
rese~""ch ..,ne: on the yOlln€,: sciences o~ econo~ics :->nd socü'l ""lh.vsi-

1 ( " ) o _orry soc ~O._Of":"' • 

~3. 3u~e"'u:, it s~ould be ~e~inded, w:">s not p soci-list rnd lid 
not -bi~p b'T the theories th~t his own pctivities in Al~eri~ ou~h: 
to tie i'iit!!' the ""':"oduction pnd consu"!"!1""ltion of ~Jetro'~olitpn "<rr,nee. 
~l"'llze:', V..,l~ -nci hi"!1self f..,voured col~niz-tion 4"o~ the ""!ilit-!;{ 
..,no "'olitic-l bnne~its they could Îrovide. See E. Durkheim, Soci~lis=, 
on th~ 0cono~ics o~ th-t neriod. The 3pint-Si~oni3t news..,~oe~, ~'.U
r;';~ie (~843-?) W~·S beinp: cO'lnte~ed b" the no.71S""l~ne~, L· ?r'·n~e / .. ~ 
n~ienn~ (1845-'?) w:.ieh 3u!"e"'u~ ins"'1ired.. 

, 
30. ~e4"e~0nce ls ho.r o ~-d.e to Cl-uzol, V..,lee -nd 3upe~ud w~o~~ in1-
i~eno~3 ~o:icies Jn:~ c~lled ~or lo~~lty o~ th~ AIFe~i-n8 to t~~ 
Gov(>~n-:(>nt. ?r:e Sen- :us-~ons'l: te of 1855 h~ri ..,~do t:.e~ '!"rnnc:: s'lbj-
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31 
the growth of Algeria's modern society • 

The Second Empire had reinstated the position of Governor-General 

which the Second Republic susnended. The Algerians Departments of 

Ora.n, Alger and Const~ntine fell di rectly under the newly formed 

Ministry of Algeria and the Colonies. From the administrative pci:il'lt 

of view, at least, Algeria was linked to France as never before. 

The Government in Paris could now proceed wi th i ts systeIJl8.tic expl-

oitation of the territory's resources.· 

The Economic ~oundetions of French Algeria 

Not until the Second Emnire were significflnt efforts mE.de to 

bring pbout a modern society in Algeria. The settlement nolicies 

of the July ~JonC'rch.y and thf> Second Republic may heve succeeded to 

ects. 1his did not me~~ thAt the rights which the 1830 Convention 

ir. wLich the Ip.wr: and customs of the Alge :-ipns were abroga ted. An 

a:tte~:"lt to m.c...,J.:e justice equr-l in Alr,-erip to Eurone:>ns and 1!.uslims 

elike ii~d br.en :-esisted in 1841 a~d the :=:oye.l !)ecree of thn.t year 

simnly g~ve the King the right to a~point the oâdIa without chane

ir.g the L~w. See Ch.A. Julien, P.istoire ••• , u. 118. 

31. This concept of mode:-n society re~ers to its Saint-Simonist 

implicptions. The mr:..1o:- dif~erence between the t~lne of lanq col

oni7.ation under the Socond Emnire and unde:- the nrevious r~gi~es 

will becJ~e :'h'C'! im"'ortnnce of crpi ta l investments Tr;-.ich 7iill acc

c~""Ian" Eu:-o~errJl settlement. 
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induce Euro~e~ns to ~i~r~te to North A~ric~. These ~i~r~tions 

VTere sc::>rcely ~ccoT!1'îr:nied by the comnrehensive nl~nninp; "n'hich 

this necessit~ted. Nr;noléon III emb~rked the "F'rench Stpte in the 

r~tion~l settlement of Algerir 32 Imbued '.'li th Enfpr,tin' s ideE'.s, 

his ~dvisors cO::Jbined the "'c(~uisi tion of fertile l~nds \yi th the 

c~nitr-l investments which the modern eX'lloitption of ~p;riculture 

c~lled for. The injection of cr:nitpl into Algerifl hrd, mep.nwhile, 

not solel~r ~ü?"1ed r-t Ipnd nroductivi ty. The E?"1ueror encourpged the 

~s~"'bli~~~cnt of industries, the develo~mp.nt of minerpl exnloit-

rtion r-nd th~ ~:ro~otion of trrde. The growing c~~italism of ~he 

'~tro'îolis ~-~ been ~r-de interested in the 'îotenti"'ls of the col-

on". It :rAs~on~pd ta t~e sch~~es of d~velonment which the Govern-

I~·,ort-nt Inrisl~~ion hpd been 'lrS'ed rfter 1856 which onen~d 

32. 30t:: de 3-:--orli'O? "nè ',ï:ornie:-, who 'l:'~·:Aéi ~n i~'lo:-·,~n~ -':); r i~ 

~:~bo:--ti~~ ~~d i~~:n~nntinr- t~A =~~e:-or's ~olicies, were Sc·int

Si~oni~t3. Ot~n-~ to be mA~~ionnd ~:re U:rh-i~, ~::~ ~dyi30:r on i~~

i~c~o'J~ ro.·-:';li:-- t 'oi~01, T-~.~bo:. ?o'.l;r-.r:-2. -r.d :"'l.l"'."r~~,"~:~- "71:.0, .,..~ 

enri:-:t"\~:--~, c:';. ~:'b·.lted ~:-~::t::~, ~07i-::-:~ ~:-.. ~ r-.,-: :j~~".~")r. -:-:,.: ,.;;:r·~~i~ .. _ 
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pcnuisition hpd rem~ined essenti~l for the develonment of French 

!ügeri~ 
33 

• The Cpntonment Lpw of 1856 delinea.ted the preps in 

which trib2.1ism would be A.llovled to function undisturbed. Such 

~reps were to belong to the Arp.b Kinedom. The reml'1ining Ip.nds 

were being disnosed of by the StF'te Dom~ins in accordrnce with 

the ep.rlier Ordin::lnce of l October 1844 
34 

In 1863, however, 

under !~ruh:->mmpd (Alï. They formed p grou") of eX'Derienced technic
ü'ns ~nd.· ~d:;:inistr~tors whose outlook differed b:->sic::üly from thr>t 
of their nredecessors. See Ch. A. Julien, Histoire ••• , '1. 256. 

33. The nuestion of Ipnd ownershi'1 is of nrime im~ortpnce here. 
Until 7fp.rnier el~bor:->teJ government nOlicy on this mPtter, Ipnd 
pcruisition hpd remr>ined erretic. First were confisc~ted the l:->nd
holdings of the Beyliks. Then, Ipnd confisca.tion Wr1.S used to ~en
~lize dissenting tribes. LAmoricière, who hpd been converted to 
Sr> int-Sir.1onism ~nd sWRyed m8.ny hig)l rpnking officers to their 
ide[ls, u,held the theories which Le Producteur pnd Le Globe 1ubl
icized: tt~t l~nd be owned by those who could eX'110it it best. 
Il To e:'lch '">ccording to his pbility, to epch pbility ~ccording to 
i ts work " hpd become the School ' s "'xiom. In Algeria, i t Wp s nec
ess?ry thr>t the StRte, pnd no longer the ~pmily, inherite pccumul
r> ted wep l th s ince i t const i tuted whr> t economists cP.lled the bp s is 
of ~roduction. Chr>nge in the rights of ownershin were im'11emented 
b:,' 7Tr>rnier w110 cnused th:ree '1ieces of legislp'tion to co:ne nbout. 
'!ore on the sub,iect in the :ollowinp; section. See, mer>nwhi1e, :::::. 
')u""khei!=., Sociplism, ~'1. ?61, ?64 r"nd r80. 

34. The O~ri inr>nce of 1 October 1844 s ~~ ted ~hr> t ~11 uncu 1 t i v~ ted 
] ~·nds 7!ould ae confisc~ted lest their owners ,justi:ied tr.eir rirhts 
0: oWTIprs!',i"') wi t!1in ttree :nonths. Ch. A. Julien, !:is:ai:re ••• , n. ~AO, 
n~:i-~t~s th~t noo.ooo ~cres h..,d been ~pken aver by the St~te ~o~
~inn -s ~ resu:t of ~he :~ilure of the {lgeri~ns to ~roduce -roofs 
of o-m:ersfü ~. :Ohe C- n 7, anmpn t Lrw -: i~i!'1ished the :-. al oj inf\s 04" th0 ':,1-
(."'~;i"lr.::; fu~thE';; -s "ln exe::':~le, the Awl:"id ~.u?~yr, in :he S:-,~:!.4" ·,~2.1o.", 

~~;r beinr left -::i·,h ??lJ3 ~c;ps of tr.eir initir>l 3J.OOO. r.r:r. :'.aid 
~l-~~;r'.,lr-ry~ of ~l-C)~nt~!'~ were s""oli~ted o~ 5.058 "C!''''S 04" ti:.r·i!' 
initi~l' 8.':!41. :n t::", ;'re~s of -l-~' ~~~, three t~iaes lost U-l ta h'l~ 
~~ni; l~~~~n2.~in~s "nd ~ fou~tr. one U~ to four :ifths. s~c~ ~ction3 
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more l.nds were to be made available to French cepitalism. The 

Senf'tus-Consulte of that yea.r introduced, for the first time in 

Algeria, the concept of private ovmership of land upon the tribes. 

As was being foreseen by the jurist, the individual tribesman, 

having become landowner, did sell his holding to the hig)lest bidd-

35 
er • 

The canital aimed at developing a modern sector in Algeria's 

economy had, meanwhile, come from a group of financiers who found-

36 
ed, in 1853, the Soci~t~ Genevoise • This coruor2tion had been 

on the nart of the Government were in accord with the view that: 
" ••• il n'y a en Afrique qu'un seul interêt respectable, c'est 
celui du colon ••• Tout ce qui ne vise pas là, manque le but". ~., 
pp. 405-406. The inventory of 1870 had shown that, of 6.883.811 
acres of Alge~ian land, 1.188.175 were State-owned, 1.336.492 were 
cO!ElUnal, 2.840.591 were private and only 1.523.013 were still under 
tribal control. ill2., p. 427. 

35. The C-ntomnent Law of 1856 helued contain the tribes on lands 
which h .... !.d been delinea.ted. The tribes retained, however, tradition
al ownership of their lands, that is they owned them collectively. 
The senatus-Consulte of 1863, having i::troduced the nrinciple of 
nrivate ownership (mulk versus carsh ownership), de Broglie COmM
ented that the objectIves of the Government were twofold: "to ca.use 
a general liquidation o~ the l~nd ••• " and' 'to disorgpnize the 
:ribe ••• ". See P. Bourdieu, The Algerians, pp. 120-121. 

36. See Ch.A • .Julien, Histoire ••• , pu. 406-409. Only towards the 
Soci~t~ Genevoise, the Stgte had contributed ~25.000 francs. 
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grented the concession over nine hundred thousand acres of fertile 

land by the Government. Its aims were to settle close to three 

hundred thousand Europeans, mainly from Germany and SWitzerland, 

in the area of S~ayf. In return, it enjoyed nriviléges~which none 

of the nrevious concessionnaires rea-ç>ed in Algeria. before, tax 

reductions, nublic works and mon~tary subsidies. Lesser land devel-

opment cornpanies were also induced to o-ç>er~te in Algeria. Those 

were the tirnes of mp.ior speculative operations. French involvernent 

in North Africa grew deeper as a result of the land nolicies of 

the State. 

Signific~nt investment had gone into non-agrarian projects in 

37 
Algeria • Governor-General Randon, who he.d been chosen to imnl-

ement the Ernneror's nOlicies, now set to enhance Algeria's nroduct-

37. In 1849, the b~nking activities of the Co~ptoire d'Escomnte 
hr-.d b",en extended to Algeria. The o'Derptions of this b~nk, which 
ou~bt to be di:ferentiated from those of the Crédit ~oncier Agri
col (ca"!')i t~ l, la million frEncs), were dir",cted tow~rds tr:'lde, corr~
erce and in~:ustry. Thr. Customs Law of 1851 haè. !1l8de Al~eria the a.nn
exe 0: Pr~nce. lm~ort figures rose to ~6.95l.000 frpncs in 1857. Sec 
Ch.A. Julien, Histoire ••• , 'O. 381. In 1850, Fo. Fournel h~d ":1ublish ... ·d 
his ~ichesse ~inerFle de l'Algérie. I~ 1851, legisl~tion on miner~l 
e:r:trp.ct ion lfP.S im"1osed. 1.700 t')ns of :-:;iner~l wer", ex"!')orted to Fr
nnce ~r~t ye~r for n totnl ~alue of 642.613 :rancs. ~., D. 282. 
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ion and exports. The first re.il projects were undertaken when the 

Chemins de Fêr Algériens were created which would link the coast 

to the cities and the mines of the interior. Algeria's h~rbours 

were also being re-equiued at Oran, Algiers and BOne. A road net-

38 
work was developed • Excent for the factor of labour which was 

indigenous to Algeria, aIl the facilities had been made available 

for French Algeria to thrive at last. 

The Defèat of the Protectorl3.te 

The cOllapse of Nanoléon III's régime at the hands of Prussia 

M.d brought chaos to Algeria. Algerians and EuropE'P.Jls erunted to 

ch~llenee the Protectorate of the Emneror. This form of governm-

ent was eventually terminpted when the Tht±d Republic set to res-

tore order to the Colony after 1870. 

38. l~o figures l're evr:ilpble on rail pnd road milenges. Lr:bour 
for th~' realization of man." of these nrojects we.s militl'?TY. On 
th~ social equi~ment of Algeria, see Ch.~. Julien, Eistoi~e ••• , 
pp. 401 and 421-422. 
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The gr..iev'pnee-s against the Protectorate had emanated from those 

whom this form of administration sought to protect as weIl as from 

those whose interests it claimed to promote. The Algerians and the 

Settlers rejected, e8ch for their own rea.sons, the role which the 

State hp..d taken u'Oon itself to ":Jlay in Algeria. As soon as the news 

of Fra.nce' s military defer>t hn.d rer>ched Alrreria, the tribes of the 

Constantinois emerged around the person of Haj M~ammad MuqranI, 

bashagha of the Mijana, to overthrow the yoke of Fra.nce. In no time, 

the entire tribal areas of eastern Algeria were up in arms against 

French ru:e and against the Europeans settled there. They protest-

ed the land policies which had a~flicted their livelihood so ser-

iously. 

, . 
On the Settlers side, their feelings towéJrds the regl.me of Nap-

oléon III con~irmed the attitude they had adopted towards the 

Second Emnire during the nleb~ite of 1870: they welcomed the 

colla~se of the Imnerial Govenment and org~nized to undo aIl 

the wrongs which they felt the Protectorate brought onto the~. 
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The division of Algerir> into p Civilir>n Territory, where stpte 

interference w~s being fe1t most by the Euro~eans, ~nd into pn 

.Ar::=>.b Kingdom, where ste te interference wps seen to shie1d the 

indigenous society from the economic incursions of the Settlers, 

c~used re'""lented animosi ty towards the Government of Np:ooléon III 

in Algerir>.. The number of Euroueans in A1geria, in 1866, hnd rer-

ched 251.942. They hp.d settled in the mpjor cities of Algiers, 

Orpn, BOne, ConstAntine, Blida, Hilirnr, KOléa, Cherche1, Mosta-

€".,hpnem, Arzew, ?:~!'" scnrr>, Bougie, Phil i u:leville, Sét if pnd Gue1m~ l'!nd 

h~d tr::-nsformed these onGe u"Oon a time Uuslim cities into Eurouel'!.n 

39 Their numerous news"Or~ers not only :lrovided them with the ones 

rned il'!. to eX""lress their own interest rnd their own cohesion in the 

f~ce of ~dverse government ""lolicies or the interests of the ~etrou-

39. On demoerp""l~icpl dptp, see T. O:lpermrn, Le ""roblè~e ••• , chprt 
on n. 43. On the set tlernen t of the Euro""lenns, se~ Ch. .h.. J'l1 ien, 
:listo ire ••• , U""l. 252-256 nnd 444-445. The t~~erirn nrl!les of the 
~bove-mentioned cities Rre, res"",ectively, Q.pl;lp, Sh~rsh~, ArziyÜ, 
Sk!kdp ~nd S~~yf (for those which hrd not yet been mentionod). 
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olis'but also with the means to promote an identity which, in time, 

would prove to be not only different from that of the Algerians 

40 
but from that of the Frenchmen as weIl • 

The European sett1er's of Algeria hed, indeed, by the time the 

colonial uolicies of the Second Emuire were formulated, shown 

their group cohesion as never before since 1830. The opposition 

they mounted against Nanol~onts ~tatism conveyed the extent to 

which they ha.d become representatives of the tyue of economic 

pctivity which the great cornoretions from France threatened. 

The Sene.tus-Consul te of 1869 awe.rded the- Sett1ers representation 

in Par1ia.ment in Paris yet he.d rendered Algeria further urane to 

41 
the interests of the Metropo1is • The practice of the Govern-

ment to assist the Settlers had b~en discontinued to the profit 

of entreureneurs from France. This disfavoura.ble· nrecedent added 

40. A.'!long the m:-jor new·np.p~rs of Algeria which were nublished 
in the Prench I?ngu~ge and which Ch.A. Za:ien mentions, in Hist
oire ••• , pp. 254 and 346, were Le ~oniteur nIgérien, L'Akhb~ 
~ourrier d'Afrigue and La France algerienne frOID Algiers, 
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insul t to in jury as the exploi tAtive nra.ctices of the French corp-

orations often did not s~are the Settlers themselves. 

At the same time, the milit~ry whose role in Algeria had 

never been apnreciated by the Settlers, especially in the field 

of colonization, were heving their rule condoned by the Arab 

Kingdom. This action b~T the Emneror, whose dislike for the Sett-

lers was never concealed, had attracted their furores to aIl 

his Algerian nolicies. The abdication of the Emneror, in the 

fall of 1870, ended the rule which h~d denrived·the Settlers 

of their political and economic nriviledges, had entrenched the 

41 

mili tary in Algeria. and ha.d peroetua.ted Arél.b society 

Att0mnts at As~imilBtion 

The government instituted in Paris to conduct national defence 

LI Echo dl Oran, Le Courrier d' Oran ~nd Le Sa.f -Sa! in Ora.n, Le Pr06-

.!!U! (-o~eviously Le .TournaI de Const~ntine), Lé! Seybouse and Le De

mocrate de Blida in the Constantinois. Those were ~enerp-lly wenkliea. 

An ar~ay of less imnortant newsnen-rs, monthlies or bi-monthlies, 

.. ere also issued which ':)ortraYf·d one or another noint of vie ... of 

this new societ7' of Colons. See Ch.A. • .Tulien, Histoire ••• , pp. 254 

nnd 346. 

41. ~., p. 445. 
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had decreed that, as far as Algeria was concerned, it would revert 

42 

to direct rule under a civilian Governor-General • This measure 

defeated within Algeria the military nrotectionists who had been 

closest to the indigenous nopulation and wh'se Office of Indigen-

ous Affairs played an imnortant role in quelling the rebellion 

of 1870. It wa.s hailed as a victory by the Settlers and by aIl 

those who had opY1osed the policy of étatietic rulp over Algeria .• 

In Fr~mce i tself, i t rnarked the return to fa.vour of the ci viliz-

ing forces, religious as weIl as secular. 

The Chu:!" ch , whosf:' nrozelytizing campa ign hô.d been greatly curt-

ail"'d by Nauoléon III' s desire to retain the me.in elements of 

~.:uslim identi ty to the Algerians, arose to further i ts religious 

43 

cloims over the n~tives of Algeria • In l86?, Monsignor Lavigerie 

ha.d been seated as Bishop of Algie rs. Lavigerie' s concern we.s the 

42. ~écret du 28 Decembre 1870. See 7. On~ermnn, Le ~roblême ••• , 

p. 282. 

43. ~!ons igno!" Pavy, J[onsüL:nor Dunuch' s successor, hnd requ4=:sted fro~ 

the ~~eror thrt TwO more bisho~ricks be established in C0nstant-

ine and in Or~n. Npnoléon III hpd Dcquiesced but felt stronply ag

ainst ..,!"o.,.elvtism. !lei ther he no!" his pdTisor on ind'ge::cus affairs 

Uroain, were' ~opul~r ~onR the clergy. See Ch. A. Julien, Histoire ••• , 

p. 436. 
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conversion of the Algerians to Catholicism. Upon the fa.ll of the 

Second Empire, he is quoted to he.ve sEid: "We must cease to comm-

it the errors of the 'ORst and contain this 'Oeople in the Qur)in 

and in an Arab Kingdom; we must inspire other sentiments and other 

44 
nrincinles in them" • He meant, of course, those nrincples and 

those sentiments which the Church incarneted and was su'Oported in 

this by the Catholics of France. 

The Secula.rists in .rl.lgeria were as adame.nt to respect tht=- ident-

i ty of the Algerians and they sha.red the zeal of the Church to 

assimilate the indigenous 'Oopulation into Fra.nce. Their efforts 

to civilize Algerie. had nr·ver been abandoned eve:r since the Conquest 

and they ha.d resisted the nolicies of the ..:!1nneror to preserve their 

45 
trr-ditiona.l heritage for the Algerians • 

The thesis of the Assimilationists h~d certainly been strength-

ened by the successive rebellions which shook Alperia. from 1870 

till 1879. It we.s being ::;r~ed tha:tthe nacific:-tion o~ thr: t!'ibes 

44. '~y OW.--. t!':>!islé"'tion of th" ouete !'~n!'oduced in Ch.J· .• Julien, 
::istoire ••• , p. 440. 

45. ~. 
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by Bugeroud h::>d not resulted in u'1rooting the inimicr'l feelings 

which these tribes entertr' ined P.gP inst Frp..nce. At the s:>me time, 

it wps such f~ntpsies 8S the Ar~b Kingdom which were pt the source 

of ~ebellion. As long PS the Algerir'ns h~d not been integrpted to 

Euro'1er'n life in P~gerip., Fr2,nce could surely exnect s1.1ch troubles 

to reccur. 

The :T!pnn0.r in vrhich pssimi12tion \"lould, met'l.nwhile, be cr'rried 

out hr>d never been m~de cle~.r. At fpce v[èlue, r>ll the institutions 

which nrotected Algerir>n soc iet:v VIere be inp' sl0\71y eroded. In the-

on', it h~d beCO;yJ8 es"tr>blished tr:",t the Algeri~ns c01l1d noi'T enjoy 

.;1.1d ice ~n(J di sc~·i""in,.,t ion be thw~ rted. 

ice _nI"" ., ... 

In nr~ctice, the ~hiloso~l~r 

46 The :~iJurD of 

ConB~~~tinois brou~ht 

46. o!: t:: r, ~"~'co~hobi~ of -::-.~ Settl'?7's, s~e c:'". ! .. j·;~in:-., ~:i~·IJ:-r: ••• , 

343-345. 
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"'bout, indicated finr>lly that three forces ha.d been set to resist 

the ci vilizat ion of the Algeripns. Bes ides the JUgerir>ns themsel-

ves can be mentioned the Settlers r>nd the Uilit~ry. 

The Settlers denied th~t the 1Joliticnl, legnl, culturpl ~nd 

economic e~ur>lities ~ith the indigenous elements were desir~ble 

pt ~ll; they feared the im1Jlications of such objectives for their 

own 'lT~11-b8ing in Algeri8.. The Militpry had esta.blished, through-

out the :vears, their own sunremacy over the Algeri::l.ns nnd they 

were jealous of all Rttemnts to strin them of their nosition of 

control of the non-Euro'1enn prens of P~geri?. To the ~Hlitpry, 

",ssociation re~~ined the Most desirr>ble form of rel~~ion b8tween 

~rench ~n~ Al~eri"'ns. Ironic~lly, this idea W::lS being shpred by 

epch of t~e Al~erip.ns r>nd the Settlers p.like. 

O~~osi~ion to ~ssi~ilption h::ld risen hiph from ~ll n~rti0s conc-

erned r>nd ~~3 r~1')idly ~bpndoned by the Govern~ent. Instepd, ~ ~ol-

t~eir ~n~er ~t t~e 
, . 

reF'.l"':e 
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ed, in 1898, in the este.b1ishment of Financia.1 Delegations that 

wou1d represent both the Sett1ers and the A1gerians. 

The Eurooeans, whose numbers had reeched, in 1886, the impress-

ive number of 464.820 he1d fifty four of the sixt Y seats in the 

47 
Financia1 Delegations • The A1gerians, on the other hand, were 

awp..rded six seats to represent an indigenous population of three 

and a qua.rter million. Distribution, as had been rema.rkr-'d by the 

Govern!"'lent, had not been based on 'Oopu1ation numbers but on int-

erests. It is c1ear that, on1y sixt Y yeRrs after the establishment 

on A1gerian soil of a modern society, its members contro11ed al-

repdy the major resourcee of this land. A1geria had certp.in1y 

cha.nged eve r s ince 1830. 

What then was being exnected from the association of the two 

societies which continu~d to live side by side while retaining 

47. On the f1nancial Dp legat1ons, see L. Mil1iot, "Le Gouverne
ment de l'Algérie", Cahièrs ••• , V, pn. 30-34. On no?ulation stat
istics, see T. O-:)'Oer.n~_n, 1;> nrob1ême ••• , ch::lrt on p. 43. 
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eaèh its own features? At the time of Bugeaud, the French State 

ha.d willed to keep the indigenous society in submission while the 

one it set to creRte could evolve without interference with or 

from the other. The régime which NéO.poléon III instituted in Alg-

eria had rejected the artificial state of the French Ma.khzan. rts 

a.uthors h~.d believed that the modern EuroTJean economy of Algeria 

could not develop unles~ it became assisted by the traditional 

Muslim economy. The Arab Kingdom became the reserve unon which 

French Algeria would draw as it exnanded. The first adequélte theory 

of French colonialism in Algeria had been formulated. It would 

h~ve born its fruits had the interests of the Settlers not arisen 

to conflict with those of Metronolitan Cpnitalism. 

The Settlers who h~d witnessed the final defe~t of the rebell-

ions o~ the Constp.ntinois and of Greater Kabylia called for total 

control ove~ the indigenous oopulation. The outcome of the re8-· 

toration of lpw ~nd order in eastern AI~eri~ hRd re~op.d their 

so~i~tv l~rge ?re~s of fprtile lands which we,e confisc~ted from 
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48 
a11 dissident tribes • It now became the objective of the Sett1-

ers to destroy the social structure of the A1gerians once and for 

a11. 

On the A1gerian s ide, mA.ny a.rp.F.I.s had been swift to denounce the 

rebe1s 2gainst French ru1e And they reaffirmed their own a11egiance 

49 
to France • They em~hasized, meanwhile, thnt they expected the 

. trea.ties which resuected their own enti ties to be retained. Theirs 

was a ca11 for the status quo ante which ryrovided them with their 

own ry1ace in A1geria. The context they refered to h~d ch~nged and 

the times of Bugeaud cou1d not be reverted to anymore. The econ-

cmic structures of the French territory hpd been revolutioni7,ed 

by thn money economy from France. The changes which now afflicted 

the A1~erians cou11 not be er~sed and would hnve to be met with 

the a~nrouriDte adjustem~~ts in and outside th'ir society. 

48. 574.000 more acres of l~nd we~e acaui~ed f~om 1870 to 1875, 
aIl in e~stern AlgeriR. A fine of 36.5ÔO.OOO fr~ncs wps Dlso i~o
osed on th~ rebels. See Ch.A. Julien, Histoire ••• , pO. 493-494. 

49. A re~erence to the Const~ntine Brief of ~hich more will be s~i1 
in the followin~ chn~ter. 
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The establishement of a modern French society in Algeria had 

da~.ged beyond rep~ir the traditional institutions which, in the 

nast, had secured stRbility to the Algerians. The weIl integrRted 

tra.di tional society which hRd once hRrboU"Y'ed these insti t'ltions 

had been disru~ted. Medi~val Algeria could exist no more. 

Change, to mean the accomodation on the part of the AlgeriFins 

to French uresence in their lBnds, h~d characterized the turn of 

the century in Algeria. Sorne as-ryects of thl"ir traditional '!J8st 

had been left to th-m and they continued to nurture them. Alien 

values were nlso being instilled in Algeri?. and the Algerians cat-

ered to thr-m as weIl. In contr~3t with Medieval ti~es, the era of 

French Algeria nortrayed th~ pbsence of the social integr~t~on of 

the n-st. ':'he Algeri::ms hr>.d entered their O'fm ..,eriod of transition 

in which the v~lues of Islam p.n: those of Eurorye would co-exist 

with one ~nother. The histo~ of modern Al~~ri~ st~ms frorn the 

i~n~ct of the French on the ind1p,enous Al~erian soci~ty. 
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The Desintegration of the Bourgeoisie in Algerie, 

In 1835, B~ron Pichon, p. French pd~inistr~tor in Algiers, hpd 

witnessed the de"'11etion of the city's "'1onulFltion. Its inhnbitents 

had been reduced by two thirds. They hpd either fled or el se they 

sucéu.':lbed to fn.:nine pnd diseAse 1. Pichon's descrintion of the 

cPDitr>l of the Dey, five yenrs pfter the Conauest, hpd weIl ind-

iC::l,ted thp,t the new rule he,d not solely been pimed r->t de"'losing 

the governors of Algerip. It deRlt the conouered territories their 

de~dliest blow when French Occuryption of the cities of Algeri~ 

under~ined the indigenous Algeri~n bourgeoisie. 

In 1830, ~n im"'\ort~nt migrption of Algeri~n city dwellers hr:d 

been recorded by the French. The city dwellers fled the ~dvpncing 

French ~r~ies !'\nd sought refuge in the sA,fer cities of Horocco "nd 

Tunisi~. Two ~'eprs l~ter, more urbnn Algerirns hF.,d .ioined the e~-

1. C'uoted b~, 2!. L!'lcher~f," Le Nr>tion~1is~e ••• , "'). 215. 1'he "')0"'u1-

~tion of AIR:ie~s hprl been estimated ~t 75.000 (see X. Y!':cono, 

" ?eut- on év~ luer 1'" ",)o':1ul ~t ion de l' lügér ie en 1830'1', ?. A., 

XCVIII, ch~~ter l~). Re"'lorts by Lp Rochefouc~uld-Li"'ncourt, Pou

.1oul~t ..,nd. !.t·'rius-2ricol~s Ppul, ~lso ~entioned b~r !l. Lrcherrf, 

substpntirte the cl..,im m~de by Pichon in Alger sous l~ àomin"':ion 

fr~nJ~iseJ ~prisJ 1833, th..,t the urb..,n "'\o"'\ul~tion of Algiers ~rs 

being unde~ined by the Con~uest. 
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igrants in the neighbouring lluslim lands. They feared not so much 

for their lives B.S for the future of the trade and hrmdicraft which 

2 

had been their own for m1?ny centuries 

The Algerie.n bourgeoisie which th!? French Aimed at disolacing 

hnd been established, along with the State of the Regents, in the 

3 
siY-teenth century • It was associated with the Race. Its members 

2. The 1830 and 1832 migrations were described by L. Veuillot, Les 

Fran}lais en Algérie; souvenir d'un voyp.ge fait en 1841, Tours, ï8'45. 

Other migrations followed in 1854 t J.860, 1870 B.nd 1875 (H. Lachtr

raf, "Le Nationalisme ••• , p. 234). The cities of Wahran, TaI am san , 
",{ucaskar, CInnâba, ArzIyü, al-Qal1, al-Q.â,lma, Q,alala, al-MidIya, 

al-A~nam and others suffered thp. same fate. 

3. The choice of the term bourgeoisie ought not be misleading. It 

is not used here in its Marxist European sense. It does not refer 

to the class which emerged, in the Eurooean cities, as a result of 

Feudalism nnd in oonosition to it. The bourgeoisie of Isl~m had 

arisen in its cities. Its role in the admirnstretion and economic 

activities of the Islp.mic Emoires, hpd not been in conflict with 

the role of the non-urban elements of ~uslim society. In Algeria, 

such a bourgeoisie hnd existed ever since the State hRd m~de its 

needs known. It resulted fr"lY!'l the tyne of economy which the Regents 

initiated. Algiers had emerged as the entreoot of the Western Med

iterranean. The successful conduct of the RPce required that adm

inistr~tors, jurists, merch~nts and artisans assist the n~vies of 

the Dey. In time had their cOhp.sion, as a class, emerged which weB 

exprr:ssed bv common v?lues among the U")ler ")o'Oulation of the cit

ies. ibn Khaldün refers to this class as th~t of the aCyan, the 

not~bles of the city. Another common an~ellAtion is that of ashraf. 

It should be distinguished from his concept of madanlyya which 

essentially refers to urb~nity in general. 
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nroyided IS'1.r"yr ~l-Dï.YJ. ~nd his successors vTith the Fldministrptive 

c~dres which the new Dolity reQuired. A~ongst them were 81so the 

merch~.nts v1'11.ich the nrosnerous trpde, off the coast of B~rb~r:v, 

benei'i ted. ':'lhether kuloltlu or l!!.Q9:r i sh, whether the ir trr-:.de w? s 

with tbe se~fprer8 or with the c~r~v~ns of the hinterl~nd, the 

bour~eoisie of Algeri~ identified with the Beyliks. Its vplues 

w~re those of the St~te. Its interests, plso, were those of the 

4 
rulers 

The decline of the Algerüm bourgeoisie hpd r-:.ccor.llJ?nied the 

decline of th~ ~egency of Algiers during the seventeenth ~nd the 

pi~lteenth centuries 5 The nersis~ence of government, however, 

4. The '~l"lision o.r the Algeri~n bourr:eoisie into ltuloglu (koulou-

l''I'h'l ; . . .... . .. 0 .r th ~ .) d . . . d t d.ro 
~, ln "ne ~lvlnfSs 0: e .:<rencn pn Moo::'lsn n~ s e:'1e Trom 

the e-:~h:'i~1:m~nt of the ~egcnc.v. The Ree-ents continued, u~ till 

1830, to rel~, u..-,on J!'niss?.:ries fro"1 Ist~!"'1bü1 fo::, tileir soldie::,~,. 

T!le ~ons of t!:~se, bo~n o~ Al~~T'i~n ~others, could not (1u~li.r~, fo~ 

~ilit"";--· dut',. The" ps'"uMe'l roles whic:-.. were si"!'lilpr to :hose '1erf

o:r~ed b" t~e' ~oo::'s '(f~o~ the ~orisco ~nDel1~tion which the S..-,~n-

i~:rds r::~'TC t::e ·'usli""'ls). The" bec!":"'1e l7o'10:rn:nen:' officipls "nri c~e:rcs. 

The'" re...,:-c:;ent~d t:;,e bulk oi' the }rn"lfr co~uni :~, in Alr-;e"!"'i:-: :-:nd 

'l.'·l:.i:;i~. I:: :!.23G ";7~:.er. the J"'niss~;-ies we;-n rp.,~·t"!"'i~te'; bv th" ?"!"'

~~c::, t::c k'.11~~ -:irr r ".ne; 0:::- rC""o"ir.p.ri, r;e~~ndinf'" u'"'on thei"" 71"~1-

tr:. Se·· Co- ... \. J·]2.ie::. ::is-.oi:::-~ ••• , ..,..-,.9-:0. 

5. "1e ~-:-~ info:r:'1ed ir: G. ?isher, 3-!"b~:rv le[l'en", W~"!"', t:::-""dt> -r.d 

""i:::-""c'.· in :;o!"t,_ Arric~t ::'415-1830, Ox~o:-d, L}57, ""\..,. 18') ~nd 13%, 
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ner~etu~ted the stRtus of the bourgeoisie. In 1830, the ru1e of 

~us~yn Dey h~d been ended. The new French StRte which cpme into 

being undermined the ~01iticp1 basis of the A1geripn bourgeoisie. 

H,"l.ny of i ts members were disrnissed from their Dositions in the 

~dministr~tion. Soon, the trRde of the A1geripns w~s curtRi1ed. 

Vlhen the 10CRI currency wps abolished, rnp.ny of thern who hn.d p..1rendy 

lost their pronerty were benkruut. Their attern~ts to restore 

::us~yn De:,,r to nower brought further cnlFlJ!1ities unon thern 6 In 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

th~t t~e wel~~re of the Regency h~d been in tune with their nbil

ity to control the Western !.~editerrpne~n. During the rniddle of the 

seventeenth century, the British h~d sh~wn their cpn~bility to 

out~~ce the French, the S~pniprds, the Veneti~ns ~nd the Brrbnr

esnues (~lso known to the Euronerns ~s tr.e Algerines). Aigiers, 

w;-.ic:-. w~s invested !nr.ny tirnes by the shi~s of the Stuarts r'nd the 

~pllevs of the Re~ents of EnRlrnd, ~roved ~inp1ly unab1e to check 

Sir ~obert :::"!nsel in 1620. The trpde which the .tügerines "'r~cticed 

witt: Civit!' Vecchia, Livorno !"n': -'plermo, in the Tvrrhenirn Ser, 

\' .. ith Venice r·nd Anco, in the Adrir'tic Sep, .rond with Rpgusn, on 

the Str~its of Sici1"', r.nd w~ich cpused goods from the Erstern 

Hedi t"'r,pner.r. r.nd the ;'rl7,:-lrib to be exch~n~ed p.grinst those of 

~uro~e (the terms of tr~de re~pined for long f!"vourrble to the 

'~51i~s "S i5 indicRted by the crpture of p Dutch shi~ by the 

B~itis~ in IF~~. T.~e shi~ cp.r~ied so~e cloth rnd so~e ~orcel~n~ 

~nd ~uch ~rpcious ",,:etrl from Lpghorn - Livorno - to Alriers) !1~d 

d, .. rir.dJeC: b"' the 18th. century. A1r::iers, once the ':.OS":. i!'!1'>o::tr·nt 

~ort 0: crI] in t~n rrep, hrd ce.nsed :0 .nttrpct the ~tte ~ion of 

::::u!'o~e. 

h,'. ~ ce~"'~;'" '"'i ~~c:. d-1 h"'..:1 ~o"o ... p"; :':"s~'''n -'",., "0 -L1·..,o~no .•. ~,,.. .. ~ 
~.... l.,. _ ... • J_ I.J' .. r 'J • _ ..... _\ ..... _;V"· .v. -i ..... t.,., ., Il .. _ 1 ... .... , 

t:-.e I~tt'?r Iived in ~xile er:r; invited :-.i- b-·c}:. T'.r_~ cons~i::;.c·.' 

to ::'?!3t~'.l::~ t.Le -:-:ep-r.;;c".' in which !'It ~e-8t 

i~~:ic~t~d r-i:~~. T~~ co~s~i::rtors w~rn 
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1834, the municiua1 reforms introduced by Fr~nce striDEd them of 

their lpst now'ers p',nd I1lâde way for the settlement of Europeans 

in thp. cities of A1geria. In 1838, French trading estéblishments 

7 

h8d become noticeab1e in e:'i.ch of A1giers, Oran and BOne • The 

economic c01lapse of the A1gerian bourgeoisie resu1ted in further 

miRrations to Uorocco and Tunisia. 

Th: system"?tic wepkening of the Algeri~n cities mC1.y h~.ve met 

the 'Do1i ticB.1 and economic objectives of France in BarbB.ry. The 

ro1e whic~l the city in A1geTia continued to n1e.y could not be 

ret~.ined. Th ..... centers of lep..rning which urbrn Algeria nourished 

were affected as weIl. The vr1ues of Algerian society found their 

exnression, to a. lérge extent, in these centers. They were u~he1d 

ertv confisc3.ted. Y. Lacr.eraf, "Le lIationn1isme ••• , p. 214, rec

ords :h!'>t 3.000 buildings, ':lut of a tot?l of 5.000, hR.d been conf

isc"lted in A1p:iers from the Dey, his fo11owe'!'s ~nd the b0 11rgeoisie. 
,.. .. • Ç' th' .. th . h c-o- l.; d - . b 
_ or P.. con ... em~orD ry v~ew 01 se even ... s, e moor1s ..:.1 ",;aIn an 1 n 

CUt~~~n ~l-Khaw~jn, who we1comed the Frenc~ l~nding in 1830, seem

i!'!f;1y wrote in 1833 ?bout his imnressions. His llir)a-t, tr~ns1~ ted 

into ~rench by P.assûna ~~ghïs of Tri~oli und-r th~ tit1e of L'A~

er u historiaue·et statisticue sur 1~ ~é ence d'~l er, n.d.,-crIt

ic ses ~h~ h~rs~ tre~tment of the A1gerian bourgeoisi~ by Gen~ra1s 

C1p.uzel and Va1ee. Yet another indigenous critic of France is A.h."!:

~d -bu D?rba (Bouderba). See Ch.A. ~u1ien, Histoire ••• , pn. 72-75. 

None of-the two are mentioned in C. BrockelmPn, G~Bchichte ••• 

7. The "T~b1enu des Et~b1is-ements Pr~n~p.is en 1838"indic~ted 

th~t, by then, the French h~d institued their own co~~~nies. 
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bv the Algerian bourgeoisie. The loss of their leaders had afflict-

ed aIl Algerians. For a while, the urbB.n resista.nce to French rule 

continued to find its exuression among the lower strata of the 

cities. Eventually, the effort of the Algerians to resi~t the 

infringements on the p~rt of the French of their institutions 

was sustained no more. Algeria became the prey to the civilizing 

8 
forces from F~ance. • 

The Collause of Traditional Algerian Society 

The traditional role of the citie~ of the lfu.ghrib hpd been to 

regulate the social life of their rural and nomadic surroundings. 

The nrominent merchant families of the Yahiya Aghas, the Kababtïs, 

the Ben al-~ajI, the Ben al-Jïyar, the Ben Ghashüt, the cUrnar al

Q.ubbIs, the Ben Sisn!, the ST Lamal'ïs and the Ben al-UabI went bank

rupt. It should be noticed that these fp.milies dis~layed gre~t wealth 

at th~ zenith of Regency rule. At the turn of the 19th. century and 

long before the coming of the F;ench, they ha.d alre~dy betrr>yed grea t 

financia.l difficulties. This led A. Berqu~, an a!Jologist of colon

iz~tion, to cl:üm in "La bourgeoisie algerienne, ou à 1.~'1 recnpr-

che de César Birotenu", Hés~eris, xxv, 1948, oP. 1-29, that the 

Prench h~d 1is~~nced no bourgeoisie in Algerip (see ~p. 4 and 17). 

8. ~. Rodinson tells us, in "Le théptre d'ombres orientales", Les 

Lettres ?r?n~aiSes, 20 August 1953, thp.t the k~regoz served this--

purnose duri g the errly neriod of the Conou~st in Alreri~. On th~ 

nouular 1evel, se timents were ~ired which denlored the los~ o~ 

l~us! im l~nè.s to the k~fir, ~raised the T,..li~nce of the :,:,:uJFi'hid ir. 
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The interflow of goods and values hAd been institutionalized in 

the polities which arose around the trading centers of Islam. It 

is the very role of the Algerien ci ties which the Conque st ha.d 

brought to an abru-pt end. The Ste.te of the Regents was being swept 

away. The uoliticel !"8le of AlgiFrs we.s terminated. The Frp.nch 

also altered the life of its immedi~te environment. The desint-

9 
egre.tion of the trR.ditiona.l A1geripn society had become a reality 

The control by the French of the A1geriF.n coast hr>d caused the 

trade from the hinter1pnd to recede. Soon, the oolicy of land s'001-

iF.l.tion which the government insti tuted h~d curtailed uroductivity 

in the agricu1 tura1 and uHstora.1 preas. The famine of the ye nr l86? 

his .struggle age.inst the rÜIn etc. On 6 Auri1 1832, the Ouff ia tribe 
(Br!nu Awfiya») hr·d been trëaaherous1y extermina<-,ed by Rovigo. The 
cities of YuCask~r pnd Talamsan we~e set ab1aze on 6 December 1835 
p~d 15 February 1836 respectively. In 1843, the knrF.lgoz was fin
a11y ~orbidden by the ~rench fo~ the very idens it vented. 

9. A study rtlong the lines of M. Wever's The city, New York, 1958, 
rem'" ins to be rn-de for the non-European urbpn settlements. Sn?.rse 
in~ormr'tion crn be dr~wn for the> Uusli!!'! city from ~. Levy, ~ 
soc iF 1 structure of Isl::m, CRmbridge, 1962, from ::. J. • • R. Gibb fmd 
E. Bowen, Isl~mic Society and the West, London, 1951, pnd from 
P. Bourdieu, The Algerip~s! Boston, 1962. ibn Kh~ldün's Les Pro
légomênes represents pn i~no~tpnt sou~ce of infor~tion on the 
rol~ of the Huslim city in 1fediev~l ti!!'les. 
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10 
h~d afflicted an estimpted half million Algerians • A Commission 

W2.S a'IJpointed to look into i ts Cfluses. It decreed that the co1l-

anse of the traditional Algerian society was in its MOSt advanced 

stages. 

The findings of the Le Hon Co~mission resume thp pOlicies of 

Il 
the Fr~nch in Algeria from 1830 till 1862 • Under the governor-

ship of Clauzel, Valée B.nd Bugeaud, the tr;:l.ditional Algerian soc-

iety hFl,d submi tted to the French Makhzan. Its own institutions 

were ?ccomodated to the new nower which hnd arisen on the A1rer-

ian scene. Wi th' ,the a~roointment of General Randon as Governor-

G"'nr-ral in 1851, the very basis of Algeria.n soc ie ty h8.d been under-

12 
mined. Tradition?l Al~eria could be sustP.ined no longer • 

10. ~. Lach~raf, "Le Nfltion~lisme ••• , p. 235, noints out to the 
omission of this f~ct by A. Berque, in "IR bour~eoisie ••• , and 
criticises him for it. 

Il. On th~ LP Hon Comr.ission ~nd the Béhic Renort which fOllowed, 
see Ch. A. ~ulien, Histoire ••• , pp. 442-443. 

12. P. Bou~dieu, The hlgerians, ~. 121, re1~te8 from Cn~it~ine 
Vaissiê~e the followir.~ ouot2tion frorn the chieft~in of the Awl~d 
?.ash~')ish: "Th!! Pr-nch de~erted us in th~ nl!',ir.s of Sbikha. They 
kil led our Young men; the" forced us to IIvl.ke F wnT contribution 
wr.en they occu~ied our territo~ies. AlI thia ia nothir.g; wounds 
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The ch~,nge in l?nd tenure hRd been eccompa.nied in Algeria by 

substa.ntial e.dministrative and fisc?l reforms. E::Ich of these was 

a.imp.d a.t consolidpting the nascent Europea.n society on Algerian 

soil. The three snokesmen for indigenous Algeria, !1a.san ibn 

IbrF.ihImat from Algiers, al-MakkI ibn B'âdIs from Consta.ntine, 

and ~m,gd ibn AwlP'd al-C.a'lli from Oran, whorn the Le Hon Commission 

interviewed, were unanimous in critcizing these measures. They 

13 
A.dvocp ted a return to the time of the French M8khzHn • 

eventaa.lly heEll. But the setting un of nriv~te pronerty and the 
authorization given to each individual to sell his shRre of the 
la.nd, this means the de#=lth sentence for the tribe, and twenty 
ye~rs after these measures have been carried out the Ouled Recha
'lch will hnve ceEl sed to exist". Generel RB.ndon was annointed 
Governor-Gpnp.r?1 on 25 Decernber 1851 by Saint-Arn~ud, the he?d 
of Na.'1oléon III' s Government. His mandate lasted unti1 25 June 
1858 ;:l.fter which he became nrime-minister. Randon hpd been introd
uced to set P..n Arab Ki.ugdom a10ngside the Euronean comlnuni ty in 
i\.lgeria. F.:e revoked Bugea.ud t s indigenous Dolic ies And tightened 
his griu on the indigenous 1er:dershin. See Ch.A. Julien, Histoire ••• , 
p. 410. 

13. The ~oya1 Ordin~nces of 15 Anri1 1845 and 1 Septe~be~ 1847 and 
the !=:oya.1 Decree of 9 December 1848 h~d fin~lized the adminstr?t
ive refo~s-of Al~eri? Three D-nElrtments renlpced the Bey1iks of 
Alp:il"rs, Oran and Consta.ntine. These reforms were geogrr:-nhicp.1. 
Demogranhic211y, the Alp:erian nonulption fell under militrry comm
and while the Sett1ers were admir.istered by civili?n ruthority. 
ibid., '0'0. 353-354. The Algerians hp.d 10st much of their 1p.nd. Th~y 
werë no;- required to nay higher taxes which, eïer since 1840, were 
bein~ nerceived di:-ect1y by the French. Th::lt yCAr, they h,',d :1:-id 
300.000 fr:,ncs in tradition"l t::::xes. Ten yeprs V-ter, Rp..ndon had 
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The Béhic Renort, which hnd ta.bled the findings of the Comm-

ission in Pa.rliament, advised thet the trp-.di tional Algerüm soc-

iety be protected from the inroads of the society of the Settlers 

into its activities. The Algeria.n society ha.d lost five million 

acres of its Innds in 1848 and ten more million acres were obt-

a.ined the fOllowing yepr. A few y~>Flrs lrter, it lost thirty five 

other million acres of land. Ths Re~ort warned ~gRinst future land 

spolie.tions. The StFl te should gup.r~ntee the interests of the Alg-

eri~ns. 

In terms of the integrClted Algeria.n society of yesterytOnrs, 

there is no doubt thnt the nrocess which hnd dismembered it could 

not be reverted an:" more. The gr:>dual loss of i ts bourgeoisie 

ren'l ered ~ny role the ci t:v could have hpd invp lid. The exnronr-

in tion of i ts lRnds hrd mutilr·ted the rural 8nd nom~.dic Alge~iE'.ns 

beyond reh .. bilitption. ThRt a se~bl?nce of orgrniz'?tion mr:~, h:->ve 

been retcined exnres~ed the i~di~enous ~o:icies o~ the F~ench in 

T)~rCei7ed close to ~ou~ million frFncs fro~ the ~pme society. The 
i\.l~t?~i::>ns 'Oro:ested, Y' t to no rl';~il, :r..c.se mr~asu~es 7l:.i~h ~educed 

~he ~ow~~s o~ t~eir lenders, i~~overished t~e~ ~nd c~used g~e"t 

r~rds~i!)s to befall them. ibid., 'Op. 230 r~d 364-365. 
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the cities and in the countryside of Algerip. It h8d no socio10g-

icp1 bpsis whr->tsoever 1eft to it. 

The Pecu1iar Constantinois 

The case of the Const~ntinois, the third ~nd recentmostly ecqu-

ired terri tory of Algeri:--, hl'l.d no d-lubt been pecu1iar throughout 

the e<:1.r1y stages of French colonization in North Afric::>. This pec-

u1iarity sterœned from thF! speci~l treatment which its inha.bitpnts 

received after the f~11 of Const~~tine in 1838. It w~s ~lso m~rk~d 

by the stete of this Eestern Province prior to the Conquest. 

ThF! tight1y knit Constp:1tinois h~d successful1y resieted the 

14 

vprioue French incu~sions into Epstern Al~e~ia • In 1836, the 

B.rlDS of AJ:m~d Bey h~d renel1ed the eX"9"'ditionary fo-:-ce wlüch Gen-

er~l La Uoricière comm~nded. In spite of thp. economic b1ock~de 

whicn the French hpd L~posed upon its neop1e from thp. north, the 

14. Ch-A. Julien best rel~tes, in ::ist'Jire ••• , "':)"). 132-135, the 

French as~~ults on Constpntine. The conquest of A1ge!"i p _;:1.8 comp1-

eted in 1857, under ?~ndon, ~fter Great Kpby11p, tho Yiz~ v~11ey 

pnn the Sah~r~ desert _e!"e b-:-ought under Prench control. 
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Constantinois was able to ret~in its own indenendence longer than 

h8.d other TIé'!.rts of Median Algeria .• 

General Valée had noticed the neculiarity of the Constantinois 

when he chose to move against its ruler. Elsewhere in Algeria, 

the Beys had surrendered their governorshi'!')s by their ovm accord 

to Fr~nce. Or else, the dissension which o~posed them to their 

subjects rendered the task of the French easier than note In the 

Const~ntinois, the Bey continued to as~ume leadershin over his 

tribnl and urban subjects. He enjoyed the lOyé1.1ty of the Makhzan 

jund and of the 1ama ca alike. 

The Consté'ntinois had owed its strength to the traditional 

rOle which its main city, Constantine, continued ta nlay. Like 

th~ cities of North Africa, Constr:ntine outgrew its initial enc-

amnement func tions. The mi1i t~ ry set t1emc.nt of ~omp..n times becr>me, 

with the succession of dynr:sties and orders, intep.r~ted into its 

sur-aune! ing r re;:? s r>nd ref':t]l" ted the polit icr1 :->nd econ~r.'lic lives 

15 
o~ tho countryside • 

15. A usefu1 history of ~o:"!~t,"ntine is tr.e enc:vclo~r.dic Hiatal ~e 



-104-

There h8d, meanwhile, been more to the function of the ancient 

Cirta than administra.tion of territory, tre.de and industry. In the 

centers of learning which, after the snread of Islam, surrounded 

the city' s 1a.rgest mosque, the social and cultural precepts of 

the dey were ela.borated. In this sense ".Vas the role which Const-

antine nerformed one of nroviding values for the entire Constant-

inois. 

At the time of the decline of the ~eylica1 order, most evident 

during the e?.rly nineteenth century, deep ch~.nges hl3.d been witn-

essed in the nrovince of Constantine. While the territories of 

the Dey, with the exception of Constantine, felt the imuact of 

Eurorye in their trade with M?~seille and Ragusa and struggled 

l'l~~.inst terms -;vhich were unfaTourable to them, in the Constant-

inois, the ~erch?nts indicr-ted their ability to continue to trade 

de Constantine sous 1~ do~ination turque, de 1517 A 1837, ConstQn

tine, 1867" by E. Vaysettes. Consult a.1so G. Yve~, t tConst~ntinp' t, 

E.I., I, pp. 864-867. 
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16 

wi th Tunisia and Ita.ly to their own comparative advantage • 

The merchants and. artisens of Const:=ntine relied for their ,?rosp-

erity upon their skills to meet external as weIl as internDl chall-

enges to their position. Inte~né!.lly, they re12ted to t'he various 

elements of their society to the benpfit of aIl these. In the 

fa.ce of the '9oli tical threat which Conste.ntine faced, after 1830, 

i t became therefore evident tha.t city, tribes and Beylical rule 

should stanè fast and united. 

The Insurrection of 1871 

. , 
General Valee hFd assured the inhabitants of the Constrntinois 

th~t their society would be respected by the French. ~ad Bey 

was renlaced by a governor from among their own. A jamaCa was 

formed in Constantine to assist in government. The Ua.khzpn tribes 

16. A. B-raue weIl underlines, in "La bourgeoisie ••• , n. 17, that, 

whil" the ~ercha.nts of the C02st were gra.duFlly i~nove!'ished, the 

ConstAntine rnerchRnts, es~ecially the Ben B~dIs and the Ben al

AfjÜD (Lefjoun) accrued their wealth considnrably. So wer- the 

city's ~rtis?.ns ~ble to find outlets for thei!' ~!'oducts. 
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17 
were rehobilitated ta their ~reviaus role • The Constantinois 

submitted with loyalty to F~ance. 

In 1851, General R1?ndon' s reforms he.d not snared the Constant-

inois and European colonization found i ts wa,y beyond the Awras 

mountains to the nlateaux of Constantine, the Sahl, the Farjiwa, 

the Mijana and thE" sJuthern nla.ins of Easte:!"n Algeria. In Const-

a.ntine i tself, an insignificant ypt unnrecedented number of Settl-

18 
ers took residence there • The Cantanment Law, the Senatus-

Consul te of 1863 ~nd the a.dmiœtrative reforms of 1845 and 1848 

were alsa imnlemented to its neople. The Constantinois would bec-

orne at l:1st a. ground for French settlement as were Centre.l and 

Western Algeria. 

17. 5ee M. Lacheraf, "Le N?tionalis~~ ••• , pp. 235-239. The five 

bashagh~s of the tribes of the Banü_ ïsa, the ~~mlawIs, the Bnnü 

Abu AÇmad, the lluqranIs and the B~nu Sacïd continued ta collect 

taxes for the French ~akhzpn. The Ba~ü Cîsa, who defended Const

r!.ntine at the Battle of Ln Brêche, ceusing the death of three high 

r:>nking o~ficers, Gene ra.ls D~mrémont and Caramrul and Colonel Combes, 

wer~ forgiven. 50 werl> the ga~ids of the Henanshé'.s, the Harpktas 

nnd the Sharraqas. .• 

18. In con trI"' st ta the other Alp,eriau ci ties, Cons tantine remained 

most un-Euroneanized in char~cter. Out of a population of 20.882, 
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As soon :c>S the c~Di tul!"tion oi' 1:Tr·,oléon III hp.d become c1ep.r 

in :5:u::-o'1e, pt Anbü in the KAbyle mountpins, p meeting of chieft-

r>ins, not!"bles ~nd "T!p!'pbOl1tS took thp. ste-'s whicn V/ould foment 

rebel 1 ion ?~~inst Frpnce 19 Their ~rievRnces, which brought 

pbout the 1871 Insurrection, ~ertpined entire1y to the co10ni~1 

'101i.cies of Frflnce in Er>.stern A1geri8. These '101icies, which 

contr~vened the 1838 Agreements, cou1d not be tOlerpted further 

by the trr>ditionnl leaders of the Const~ntinois. 

only 1:n9 were Euro-,ep.n, by the midd1e of the 19th. century. This 
nucleus of S~ttlers hpd, meBnwhile, mpde its im'1rint on the city. 
The firs: news')nner 0:- Const~ntine, Le Journn1 de Constp.ntine (ren
!"med Le Progrès in 1~50) VlrS rp~idly followed by L'Inde...,end~nt de 
Const"'n-:ine nnd. Lr- De")~che de Constrntine. See Ch. A. Julien, 
~istoire ••• , n. ~55. 

19. The most com"~.ete re"'o~t on the 1871 Insu:::-rection rem!"ins 
T... T:inn, :~is to ire de l' ins 11rrect ion .de 1871 en Algérie! lùeer, 
18':11. Alno, COMte de ':f'rr:or;, Insu:::-rec tians dpns Ir: ')rovince de 
Const~n-':ine, Pr'~is, 1883. Also, G. Yver, "Awrps" ~nd n Const
'nti!'l''!'', .·~.I., ~m. 519-5~3 ~nd Sr.4-8'37. Finp.llv,~. Br>s!';et, 
L' insurrec8n ~lp;érienne de 18'71 rJ~!1S les ch!"ns·ons foU:lo~inues 
kr>bvles, Lou'r-in, 18':12. In 1840, 1;'~rn~t ibn SpC"!d wp.s deMoted ps 
opsn;.:;"rh., -;:d re"V"ced bv AbU CAzïz ibn Ghr;nr:". See ~.r. L~cj:er-~, 
"Le :r--:ior;rJ.isme ••• , -'. 2315. 30th '.:uh!"l'll':1~d ~.!:Ul"!r';nï, brsh?;r-h"F o~ 
t::e ·'i.i;c"'n-, -:-:(~ H'l::-mn-d ~i7.nï, r.;::~!d o~ Sur f..n~~s, wOl.11d-iO'Sé 
th~i~ "osition in i8'70. The tribes o~ th" Const~ntinois, w~ich 
~rd bee~ con~ined to ~~n "'rid c~otts o~ the ~~S~ -nd h"d lost 
t ~ t> :. ~ " ~ ~ t .!. '- e : - :; à s t 0 t :: e set +, 1 c; ""; r~ :1 t s p ~ 0 'ID ri S .; t i ~, Gu é l "!; ~ _ ;~ cl 
the -··i~s or ~h~ ~r'~~, "ollowpd ~te c~11 of ~~niT le~d~~s. Se~ 
-:-... O) • .!.'":':, ::i~':,oi!'~ ••• , "1':1. 117-118. 
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The insurrectionists h8.d rp.llied nround the "'lerson of }.:ruhr"mm~.d 
> 

to conduct had taken the cha.rFl.cter of a ,j ihâd when the muoA.ddAID 

of the TIa.pn:i:"nr:yyr in the Awras mountr" ins, sr 1Eul).n.mmCtd ./I..mziyyan a1-

Hpddad, drew his 8ntire tprT('lfl to the side of Huqr;ni. Thelromin-. 
ent Riznis of Sun c --

.A..hrÎ:!.s !'1nd the ::Ir-rpbout of the Ammc".r~yya. j 0 ined 

the insurrectionists. In mid-February 1871, the tribes from the 

1~i.j::;np, S,Ïa Ahr-;-s, Tizwizu [lnd the Kaff descended u"")on the Euro'1-

ep.n settle~ents of Sét if, COlo, :.~il ip. r-nd Guélm'l.. The d8.:T of lib-

erp.t ion to 71hic11 sr .A.mziyyen hCl.d so often refered was now ne~r. 

T::~ ,oDulntion of Epstern Algeri~ hp.d suffered enough. It would 

undo the w:,ongs which had been done to its members by the French ?o 

20. The iih~d wps ""Iroc":.."'i-::ed on 10 A"')!"il 1871. In pccordpnce with 

the rinr.., 1 ::ne ?renc!1 were invited to convert to Isl?r~ or lp'~, thp. 

.i iziy:. 'l'he tribes""1en then desct:'!nded on the s~ttle!':1ents 0: Stp..;rf, 

~l-~.pll,"l-'~ili·'!'1\ ~nd pI-Q,~l!':1p .• The new settlements of Phili....,....,e

villp., V~lée, ~""re:1ont flnd S~i!1t Antoine w~re ~lso r p 7a.eedé 
S~e 

L. Rinn, ;:istoire ••• , n. 203. Thpt the ~~~nïyy~ r-nd :he f...mm."lr

ï,TVP will ::~ve bep.n involved is u de!"str>.ndnble; the" re:-,,!.,ined the 

,.,~ '.in ::"st .ic~ l Brotht:'!!"!1oods in t!'l'"' Cons tr>n ~ in!) is. Ünde!" the 3e~ .. 1 ik, 

thp ~"'r_""!~!1 i:vy~ h" d been re "1uted for i ts loy~ 1 ty t 0 tr.e es ': ~b ~ i s:-,ed 

o!"ccr.· It r0~-ined loy~l to the ?rench ~n':il its .,de,.,ts couli res

ist the ~o~icips o~ Inn1 s~oli.,tia!1 no lon~nr. Sne o. ~t:'!l)nt et 

-r C '"" ,.,,..; T '" ~ C n Ç'r~ -; '" 21:' _ r , 3 
/'. • 0 ,0 _ .. _, ___ " o .• ' _ ... _ s ••• , ') ., • . • .l. 
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Fra.nce h8d become once age in reminded of the yeéJ.r 1832, when 

Cabd a1-~adir orgenized the tribes of Oranie ag~inst her. The yeF..r 

of Mugrani, in re~lity, differed from the time when the leaders 

of Western Algeria anpointed at KhâsThiyya the son of Muhiyi 8.1-. . 
D'In a1-C~}idirï to 1ead them into batt1e a.gainst the French. The 

~adiri c02..1i tion h?d es'-',entia11y élimed at inh"'ri ting the Bey1ik 

of Wahran whi1e, fourty yeprs 1r-ter in the Constantinois, France's 

Rllies of yerterye~rs rebe~. 1ed in the face of i ts betra.ya.1 of 

onst committments. ]·luqrani and his allies wou1d h,rye we1co:ned a 

return to the days of the French Makhzan. Their frustrations ind-

uced them to end by war a nprtnershi~ which they hrd freely chosen 

to enteè1 in the wB.ke of th~ '::-"adiri threat a gains t them. 

Th..- sU"'lpression of the Uuqrani InsuY'rection was ruth1ess. 

Frt"nce weIl indicated tMt, a1though defeated at Sedan, it remain-

ed invincibl~ in A1~eri~. The insurrectionists were fined 3~.582.298 

21 

fr~ncs ~nd they lost 446.406 acres of their best l~nds • The 

21. Another 64.583 ::tcres of ~oor 1,- nd Wn S <::7.ch~nf"ed for richer V':nd 
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uniformi ty of fp,te which they dreaded fel1 on the ConstR,ntinois 

~nd brought it once and for ?ll in line with the remédning French 

territories of Algeria. 

The Eriefs of Constpntine to the Governor~Gener?l 

71hile it is true to S?y thpt the 1871 Insurrection h?d only 

invo1ved the Constpntinois, weIl indicRting th~t the rest of 

A1gerir- renrined submissive to Fr?nce, it is also signific?nt 

th~t, in the Const?.ntinois, the city of Consta.ntine he.d dissoc-

i~ted itse1f from the insurrectionists RS soon ~s their intents 

becr:.me known. On 29 Anri1 1871, the not~bles of Constantine h?d 

sent r> brief to this effect to Governor-Genera.l Gueydon. They 

wis~ed to reiterpte their loy~lty to the Governnent 22 

in the Const~ntinois. See L. Rinn, Histoire ••• , D. 649. J. Renou

p~d ~e~r>~ks, in Le régi~e des te~res en P~ge~ie et le décret du 

13 3e~te~bre 1904, ~oitiers, 1907, ~. 31, th~t t~e St~te Dom~in~ 

h..,d r'm nho:!"t of l ~:1d. Such ex~ro!)r i~ t ions " s ri id t~,ke ""'11 ~,ce in 1870 

were we1co~ed. In the Const~ntinoi~, '~rs~ l~n~s ~ere twice the 

-:!"P.'" o~ ~u1k l"'r-:ds: 1.103.~63 ~·c~~n ~p"~in~t 5~'3.1132. Thp. n~~: ,"7ov/? .... n

~ent Mepsu~es h-d obvious1y ~~~~cted t~e trib~n ~o~t. Se~ Ch. {. 

Juli~n, ~is~oi:!"e ••• ~ î. 426. 

~~. See L. ?inn, ?istoire ••• , ~~. 214-215~ .!.n ey.cer-t ~ro::; ·;his 

lette~ re-ès -s ~ollow~:" L~s cit~r:i!".~\ s~'ie;.t'irr!s et It'>tt:r.:-;, 

~i~.~n: le c"'l~e, 1- -~bc, :::0 ~:;~n~'lil1te 0:: •• :,., bit:>~-~t;e. >-·~i"'r··ly. 

-:r> !'le "1"!'"'ocure-::- ~r>r.; ressou~ces, ils s~ livrr:.r.t ','.ly. -:;o~t>;::::ic;.c 
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The submission of central and western A1geriA to France, 

during and after the Franco-Prussian War, had become understand-

able. Org-anized indigenous society had been undermined in these 

areas. The various traditiona1 1ea.ders of the A1~erois and of 

Oranie were subdued by the Office of Indigenous Affp.irs. Their 

social base had been considerab1y p.1tered. France could fe?r them 

no longer. The unorecedented stand of Constantine, whereby its 

inhnbi tants d.isengr-'.ged themse1 ves froT!! the dest inies of their 

mn.nue11~s, a.u négoce, ~ l~agriculture, " tous genres d'industrie; 

ils res~ectent l'authori~~, ils sont les amis de l'ordre, ennemis 

de l'arbitraire, des troubles, de l'insoll."!lission. Ils cherchent 

~. vivre dans l'a.is?nce avec leurs fenunes et leurs enf~nts, voul

ant nou~ tous la justice et 1? consécration des droits individu

els ••• ~aant aux bédo~i (gens de tribus), Dieu les a affligés 

de 1~ convoitise au bien d'autrui et de l'incan~cité d'acquérir 

des biens honn@tement; ils demandent 1~ richesse aux rivn1ités, 

aux divisions intestines, à 18 rapine, ~ 12. violence, au pillage, 
, . . 

à l'effusion de sang, spns se oreoccu~er S1 leurs v1ctimes sont 

de leur religion ou d'un culte different ••• L'insurrection est 

chez eux un- affaire de tem1'Jerem'nt, de gout et de tradition, il 

su~fit de consulter l'histoire ••• ". The sign~tories o~ this brief 

deserve mention: they are cAliwa ibn a1-S~sI, ~~~da ibn a1-

Shaykh and ~!uha~~ad ibn Badïs, members of the municioa1 counci1, 

Uuha.m!!ln.d ibn Yft.zzüz and al-Yakk! ibn BadIs, gadïs, Su1ayman ibn 

~~rdü and a1-ta~ib ibn Wafdal, the hanRfi and mâ1ikI Muftis, 

and the ku1og1u mnrchant a1-Hajj ~nghIr ibn Kushük tAlI. This l~tt

e~ is in~eresting in th~t it e~ryresses the world view o~ the A1g

eri~n bourfeoisi1. Its values on religion, law and economy were 

shnred by UlamB: and merch?nts, by moo~s and lculog1us a1ilp~. Th~ 

b~it'~ ~l~ost reads like a nage from ibn !Cnr:ldün's Les ProleElomênr·s. 
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.; 
n~turpl surroundings Vla,S fnr more significant. It indicated that 

the desintegration of the ConstAntinois was in its Rdvpnced stages. 

The lAnguage of the 1871 Brief, which is reminiscent of ibn Khp1d-

ùn' s mm -ole2, against the haza,rds of nomadism for the welfare of 

urbanity and civi1ization, acknowledged the breakdown of eastern 

AlgeriR into its vprious and distinct social elements. 

The 1871 Brief had s~lvaged the inhabitRnts of Constantine from 

the renression of the French. The Government snpred the city A,t 

~ tL'Tle when i ts brutali ty a,gainst the triba,l society of the Const-

::mtinois hr.>d become exem'11ary. In terms of Const~:mtine' s bourgeoisie, 

this !!le~.nt tha.t a new lease on life h~d been granted to them once 

~g?.in. The 1871 Brief lJp..ved the wPy for the second pnd more imp-

ortrmt brief which t~e citizens of Constantine sent the Governm-

ent in 1887. 

The first brief from Constantine had conceded t~t Fr~nce 

w~~ in Alg~!"i~ to st~y; it ~lso reiterated the loy?lty of the 

t!"~di~ion~l bourp,eoisie to the ~rench. The second bri~f f~o~ 

Const~ntine voiced the ~~~rehen~ions, on thp ~~!"t ~ its one 
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Vlould eventually desintegrate a.nd disappepr if France did attempt 

23 
to assimilate its members to the civilization of the French • 

The importr-mce of the 1887 Brief from Consta.ntine pertains to 

the fp.ct that i ts authors h~d chosen to sneak for aIl Algerians. 

The indigenous 'Oolicies of France had 'Oroven successful in the 

poli tical s'Ohere in Algeria .• The French divided a.nd ruled over 

wha.t was once the Mp.khz~n. The survival of treditional urban 

society in ~onstpntine, on the other band, indicated that the 

values of France could not be adopted indiscrirninately by the 

Algerians. Gonstrntine he.d succeeded to 'Ore serve the hpri tage 

23. This brief is nartly re'Oroduced in M. Lacher~.f, "Le Ntltiona
lisrne ••• , pp. 240-241. It a1med at op~osing the Bill tablëd on 
that ycar by the deDuties ~ichelin and Gaulier. This Bill would 
have awarded aIl Alp:erians the French citizenship. It reads as 
follows: "Cette 'OroDosition (de loi) ne nous convient 'Ons et ne 
'Oeut combler nos voeux ••• L'entrée dans la n~tionalité française 
aurait Dour conséquence à notre égard l~ su~pression comnlète de 
notre loi et de notre code, tant au noint de vue des questions 
mRteriell~s (~obilières et ~ro'Oriété) ~U'RU noint de vue du statut
l)~rsonnel ••• Notre nlus cher désir, IR-chose ~ laquelle nous tenons 
Ir 'Olus c'est de conserver notre loi ••• En nous soummettant en 
bloc et snns reètriction ~ la n~turRlis~tion française, on nous 
entrainerait en outre à l'ab~ndon de nos coutumes et l'on ~l)'Oor
ter?it une 'Onrturbption dpns nos moeurs' '. It will be rec~lled 
th~t, both the Sen~tus Consulte of 14 July 1865 ~nd the Cr~rnieux 
Decree of 24 October 1870, p,rpnted the Al~erians the 'Oossibility 
of beco~~ng Fr('nch i ~ they chose to ~b~ndon th~ ir , own ~.~usli~ 
st~tus. o:I ee J.? Ch~rn~y, Ik>. vie musul~ne en l .. lgerie d'a~res 
l~ uris~rudence de l~ ~remière moitie du XXe si~cle, Pp~is, 1965, 
'Op. 5 -25 • 
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of traditiona1 A1geria. Its voice was m~de heard at a time when 

the traditiona1 cities hed been si1enced throughtout the co10ny. 

Its meS3p..ge wa.s a simn1'" one. It ca11ed, together wi th the Sett1ers, 

for association wi th Fr~mce r;;ther than a.ssimi1R.tion into i t. 

Harndan ~.l-Shaykh a1-Wr:mIsI 

The 1887 Brief o~ the city of Constantine ha.S been attributed 

to the pen of Ha.rndan al-Shélykh al-Wa.nis'I, thp cà1im from the 

Hpdrasa of Constantine and Cabd a1-l!n.mïd ibn BR"dis's Most vener-

24 
p.ted tee.ch"'r • It eXDressed, among other things, the deen a~pr-

ehensions o~ the 'Ulpmà) in the face of the transfo~mation of their 

o~fice by the Fr0nch. It w~tched the isole tion of the nlc~.drp.sa wi th 

'1luch concerne It cal1ed for :3.n end to direct inter~erence by the 

24. Th' cl~i~ is m~de by ~,!. Lacheraf, "L~ "ation~lisme ••• , p. 243. 
It h~s not b~en mention~d by others. A nossible cO-:3uthor ia Cabd 
nl-~.~dir n I-Sh"-ykh '!aj jawi, n colle:3.gue of l;!:3.!!ldân r> I-Sh:->ykh pl
W"lnIsl. He l~ter moved te Alp:iers to te::-ch in its lladraaa. On Hamd~n 
al-Sh:,~,kh :11-"J~nIsï, the sc~ nt y in~oIT.'!~ t ion we h~''':e ls owed to' 
cabd al-!:lp~Td ibn Badïs, his 10y:;l~ost 'Ou'!")il. :.!::n~, of the Sh;;ykh's 
ideas and r-'.:' t 1 tudes wi: 1 be ~dooted by his dise i '11e, as wil: be 
shoW!1 in the fOl:'owing ch ... pters~ 
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Stat e into the affél.Ïrs of the CU1a.ma"'l. It wa.rned that the p01icies 

of assimi18tion which the Government -oromoted cou1d not be ,;-elc-

omed under any circumsta.nce. 

The re1igious no1icin.s of France in A1geri? ha.d amounted to 

institutLon~lized Is1â.m being undermined throughout the conqu-

ered territories. In s'Dite of the as!::urances which General Bour-

mont ha.d given the !,!us1ims in A1g-eria in 1830, various steps had 

been taken by his successors which interfered with the ~osque, 

25 

wi th the Hadras~:t and wi th the Shar'!Ca Courts • In vip.w of the 

25. On the attitude of the French tow"'rds the Mosques of A1geria., 

much confusion h~s been caused b', their misconce-otion of wh~t they 

considered Beylical -oroperty. The Royal Decree of 8 Sentember 1830 

h~d mnde this -oronerty State-owned. Inc1uded were a11 mosoues which 

the ::-u1-rs used nriv:lte1y. They fe11 under the admiœtration of 

the hp..n~fI 'Mufti. The French invprif.lb1y a110wed thpse mosques to 

decay, or else they were demo1ished or converted into churches. 

Between 1831 and 1833, for instance, Gen~r21 Rovigo offered Many 

such mosques to the c1ergy. In 1860, the l~rge ~amic K?sksbawa 

which str>nds in front of the :.a~aba bec?me the Cathedral of Saint 

Phi1inoe. It is my own contention t~t this mosoue was under han~fr 

jurisdictio!'! nnd the. t no mFlikï mosque was, indeed, desr' crated. 

Bey1ic~1 mosques were cormnon1y si tu~ ted ne~.r the officiAl ::-esidence 

of th'" ru1er. This one w~s note Th na~~ of the Kashshawa ~osque 

cou1d be derived from the Turkish ke{e, kereci and its Arabic 

adantation ke,ewi wou1r. r?ther h~ve 0 do with a ~2nis3ary corp 

which wore a e1t CB!) th~n with the ccr!)orrtion of fe1t artis::ns, 

the rnpkers of shishiyas, f~da1usians w~o were of mE1ikI rite. The 

~lgerians underst~ndab1y h~d resented the f~te o~ these ~osques. 

It is interesting to refer to D. Gordon, The passing of French 

A1geria, Oxford, 1966, p. 112: "On ~u1y 6 (1962) a ~ob of sever~.l 

hund::-eds invaded 21ld d:-!Daged the Cr-thpdrn.1 of ! .... lp;iers. Scan the 

C~thedr~l wes ::-econverted into a moseue ••• ". 
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overt civilizational objectives of France towards the Algerians, 

the matter had become a serious one indeed for the CUlama~ to 

considere 

The religious 'Oolicy of Frence in Algeria h:-d been to better 

control end submi t the religious lea.dership 0-1" th~t Ipnd. The 

French Church took it u,,>on itself to snreéld Christianity ~..mong 

the Algerians. To the pverEl.ge Alr;erian, thA actions of State and 

those of Church could not very weIl be differentiated. Civil-

izing the Muslims and nroaelytizing Algeria equally threatened 

the institutions of tre.di tional religion in Algeria. The country' s 

CUlama: were best oua.lified to notice i t. 

Over the reform of the Madras:" those of :~édea, Tlemcen and Const
r-lntine beca"'1e the official ones as a. resul t of the Decree of 30 
Se'1temb~':- 1850. They h.,d origin~ted with the establishmnt of the 
Reg~ncy. ~[ul;1~p.d al- ''AbdF.rI, whil"? visi ting Algi"'rs in the l3th. 
century, remr:rked that he could not finè one single calim. The hist
orien ibn '-AlI ibn <"Ask~r, writing in Daw at r>l-na. ir li ma -sin 1!lnn 
kana bi ~l-~a . rib min m"sh~hrr al-carn a - -shir C. Brockelman, 
G~schichte ••• , S II, 678 , describes, on the con~r~ry, the flour
ishing sciences there. In 1855, the }!adrasa of ~:!edea w?s transfered 
to Blida nnd, in 1859, it finp.lly was moved to Al~iers. See J. 
Carret, Le ~roblêrne de l'indé~endpnce du culte ~usulrnan en Algérie, 
L'Afri"ue et l'Asie, 1957, p. Il. These m~drasas became the only 
c~nt~rs whose lep-rning was ~cce~t?blA to the F:-ench pdministr~tion. 
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The Decree of 3 October 1848 had mFl.de aIl waof property in 

26 
A1ge~ia owned by the State • Exnenditures for the operation 

of the various re1igious offices wou1d be auportioned from the 

gener~ü budget. Islam was being organi~ed officia11y in A1geria. 

Mosques, Madrasas and SharICa Courts became State-run. They were 

27 
staffed by government a:npointed civil servants • The Office 

On the SharI~a Courts, the Royal Decree of 22 J"uly 1834 he.d mn.de 
French Public Law universa1 in A1geria. In the Ordinance of 2 Febr
uPry 1841, the gadis wer r anpointed by the French HeFld of State. 
Their juriSdiction W1'lS redefinp.d to meet the administrative, fisc
al and 1ega1 trFlnsformations in Algeria. The Decree of 10 October 
1886 final1y restricted the juriadiction of these courts to mB.tters 
of fami1y 1aw. See J".P. Charnay, La vie ••• , pp. 251-263. 

26. The reli~ious endowments, the wagfs, are known in the Maghrib 
as hubûs (from habasa, to tie). They werefina1ly ta.ken over, in 
A1geri~., in 1848 by the Government. A Trél.di tion attributed to the 
Caliph, 'Umar, in which hr> is sunuosed to hé.!ve suggested that aIl 
nron""rty was.~ in that it belonged to God, wa,s internreted so 
as to make the Sta.te the de1fgate of God on eprth and therefore 
the benef1ciary of the lF.nd. It ia estimated that, in the Alg
erois alone, wagf property for the value of 4.761.547 francs 
h~d been a~~ropriated by the State between 1848 and 1891. This 
exc1uded the religious endowrnrnts which hpd been identified with 
the '1 ro":J ert y of the Dey in 1830. See O. Denont et X. CO":Jno1e.ni, 
Les confrêries ••• , pp. 232 and 235. 

27. The institutionr1ization of IslFm in French A1geria differed 
from medievnl times. Official IS1pm, in A1eeria, waa Stpte-run 
a.nd State-financed as nÇ>ver before in th~ history of Isl2..."!lic 
institutions. The dichoto~ ShariCa-Siyâsa existed no 10neer. In 
!!leè ieva.1 times, the a..utonomy of endowed re~igious institutions 
had, no doubt, been the repson for th~ unir.terru'1ted tension bet
ween R~li~ion and State. With the endir.g of wa~f reaources, the 
!.fosqu"', the ~"!drasp and thp Shpri'a Court bec;më ~he too1 of Fr
ench adr.1inistrr, tion in J..1ge:-i2.. In 1900, E. :Jou :.te coun ted 1545 
officiaIs runin~ the re1igious institutions of the Al~prien cities. 
See his L'Isl~~ Algérien, Paris, 1900, pp. 127-128. 
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of Indigenous Affairs sunervised their operptions for the first 

time in Algeri:? .• 

The Mystice.l Brotherhoods 21so had su:'fered similé'.r changes 

28 
in their own religious organi%~tion • The anpropriation of 

wagf T)roperty by the St8te h8d R-ffected them as weIl. Their 

le?ders became the clients of the French. They condoned, in 

return for a stinend, French -presence in Algerié'. as he.ving 

29 
been willed ~. God • They had severed, at the same time, the 

l:::.st links which rem?.ined between themselves and the urban inst-

i tutions of the Madrasa e.nd thp. ShnrïC.a Court. This was very much 

in line wi th the social develonments wi thin Algeri8 .• 

28. In 1691, the Tar'iqns h?d lost 1.574.225 fr8.ncs, 554.078 frnncs 

and 509.702 francs in waof from Oranie, the Const~ntinois ?nd the 

Algerois respectively. The leaders of the MYstical Brotheëhaods 

B.ccomodated to such lasses by dem~nding highor sadana contribu:ions 

and ziyara fees. Besides the 6 million frpncs which the ~arïres 

coJ.lected from these in 1891, another one and on~ h~lf million 

reverted to then from ini tiB.tion fees. This excluded the voluntary 

l~bour which the khouan (ikhwan) offered their Tes ~ctive zawiyaa. 

See,O. Denont et x. Co~~ol~ni, Les confrêries ••• ~ pp. 238 and 240. 

29. ;'.S i~ weIl eX'!1ressed by the se.ying "rabb1: ••• maktlIb". Even 

the C.adirIyya hnd alif2'lled itself to the side,o~ the Gove~nr.1ent by 

the close of the 19th. century. See E. ~outte, L'Is12~ ••• , p. 73. 
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C -') 
The Ularna. of Constpntine hR.d de"9lored the rise of a religious 

institution to cater to the needs of the countryside independently 

from the centers of learning of tradi tional Algeria. The Officia.l 

CUlame~ were mr>de "9owerless in the fR.ce of their French em"9loyer. 

u - W ........ 
.... _amdan al-She.ykh al- an~s~ and hi~ colleagues apne8.r to have chosen, 

as a la.st resort, to nreserve the vR,lu~s which their training end-

30 
owed thAm with • They hl'ld become enstranged from the bulk of 

30. On 10 Anril 1891, a brier sent by M~amma.d al-Tahir ibn al-Hajj 

cAli tru'iz, Ijamida ibn BadIs and C.Ammar ibn AQ.r.la.d, aIl three oadïs 

serving outside Consta.ntine (ca'; i de ba.nlieu), hnd comnle.ined of 

the cttrtailment of the nowers of the lUlamaj • This brief is renrod

uced in a.l-Shihc:tb, Anrii 1937, p. 67 • .T.P. Charna.y, La, vie ••• , pp. 

238-239, weIl indic~tes that the repla,cernent of the Regency by the 

French Str'te h?.d loosened the ties of city and country in the field 

of juris-prudence and law and favoured tribal customary law over 

the SharrCa (he refers s'!')~·cificRlly to the kRnun of Ka.blllia and to 

the sijjar of WRdI Mizab). ~amdan al-Shaykh al-WpnIsï attempted 

to s~lvage the f:tte of the Ua.drFlsa by investing into its students. 

In this institution of trRditional le~rning, the French modified 

the curricu1a and introduced ncw courses, in th"· lp..nguage, the hist

ory, the civilization and the l?w of the French. Eurooeans were also 

attpched to the str:""f of the Madrasas, if we rely upon E. Doutté, 

L'Islam ••• , pp. 151-156. Judging from cabd p.l-~amïd ibn Badls's 

comments on I;Irund2',n al-Shaykh al-Wp.nisi, the latter as weIl as cabd 

al-C'ë:'dir al-Shaykh MajjawT, his colle~gue who moved to ter:ch at 

the ~Jadrasa. of Algiers, attemnted to nreserve thp heri tage of trad

itional educrtion in the wake of such great odds against it. See 

al-Shihab, .Tune-.Tuly 1938, p. 289. 
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the Algerian populption and from the (Ulflnla! of the rest of the 

Muslim World. As long as they could nreserve the traditions of 

Islam for the Algerians, it could be hoped that, one day, these 

traditions would become rehabilitated. 

The Evolués 

The civilizing a.ims and the nr8.ctical government objectives 

of the French in Algeria had caused thn trRditional institutions 

of the Algerians to be altered. The values of the prst were tamn-

er~d with. At the seme time, new values were instilled into the 

Algeri.?ns. They resul ted from the snread of modern education 

in Algeria. 

In 1832, the Governrnent ha.d insti tuted French nrimp.ry schools 

31 

in e~ch of the cities of Algiers, Oran and BOne • These schools 

31. ?he avowed Poim of the Government wpw: " ••• d'arriver ~ l'ins

truction des indip,ênes: c'était le nlus sOr moyen de les conquérir 

~ Ip c~us~ de ln ~rp.nce et de IR civi1is~tion ••• ". Reno~ted from 

P. Gent y de Bussy, D- l'étr>b1isze~ent des Frr-nc,i8 dpns IR R~rence 

d'Alger et dew moyens d'en a8~ure- IR nrosnerite, Alue~, 1833, by 

J. 1!ir~nte, "LB Frp.nce et les oeuvres •• 0' p. 77. J. )!irnnte W8.8 

Directo~ o~ the Office of Indi~enous Affri~ at the ti~e of Cabd 

a1-'!!-:nid ibn B~.dr9. '.!ore will be 9pid ~bout him lr·ter. 
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were onen to the children of the tr~dition~l lepders of the con0U-

ered territories. In 1836, sryeci~l schoo1s to be known ~s the Fr-

~nco-Moorish 8choo1s were exryerimented with, first in Algiers 

then in the other m~jor Algeri~n cities. In 1857, n Fr~nco-Ar,"'b 

Collepe was estpb1ished in Algiers. It disnensated second~rv educ-

:-tion. Its exe~~le w:-s fo110wed in Constpntine ~nd Orpn 32 

The tyne ')f educption which wp,S given the Algeripns in these 

vprious schools hp,d been the sa,me ps W:"1S offered the French nun-

ils r>t the ti:ne. In 1865, the findings of a commission on educpt-

ion :v-eco'""1::1ended thr-t no change be introduced in this res")ect 33 

32. ibid., D. 80. The Decrees of 14 Jul'7 1850 pnd 6 AUP'Ust 1850 

h"d b:;oufJ"!:t - ~bout six Fr~nCO-Y':lJsli!1! schoo1s for boys ~nd four 

such schools for ~irls. They were situ:-ted in Algiers, Const:-nt

ine, Or-n, BOne :-nd ~ost~rrh~nem ~nd ~x~~n~ed the t:v~e or the 

?--~co-~oorish sc!":.ool. A~ter the ~ecree of 14 U~rch 1857 rounded 

<:he 7r~:.co-A:;-b COllege, ~nother decree, t;-.:-t of 16 June 1865, 

°xtend0d <:his tyne of institution to Or:-n rnd Const~ntino. 

33. On 20 ~ecomber 1837, Genor~l V:-1ée wrote ~bout ~he e~'Jc:-tion

-1 "'olic" of his r:overn~ent: If ••• ce ser!"lit ~~'obtenir l'''nvoi 

~oit ~ ~~~e:;, soit ~ ry~ris m~~e, d'un certrin no~bre de ~eu~es 

_,\:;-bes r:'J.i, :-'"'lrès :-voi:; ~té initiés-'ux conn~issnnces div"';-s"s 

nu'on ~eut :-cnué:;ir d~ns nos ~coles, rentrer~i~nt ensuite d~ns 

:.l''! s :;"'n~s dl" 1.., "'onul <' ~ ion ind iA"ène o~ l°'J.r '1rés °nc c, 10U:"8 

:;~cits pt les 111mi~res (1u'ils :-~rr>ien: r>cruis deviendr..,ir.nt 

-lors ::- "'lus tl-ute u:i':'ité ")0'1:; notre cr>use", ibid., D. "é. 
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A1gerié'.ns shou1d becomp educated in the French langu8ge and be 

exposed to the S8.me civiliza.tion of their French counternart. This 

idea.l had been ret~.ined long a.fter aIl attempts at assimi12otion 

were being 8.bandoned. The necessities of rule dempnded that a 

number of Algerié1.ns attain the educHtional standnrds of the Fren-

ch even if as"'ociation rpther than assimilntion would become the 

uractise of the future. 

The French educated Algeri::ms had come to be known as the 

Evolués in Algeria. Theil' number rose ranidly to eight thousand 

nine hundred sixt Y three in 1887. By the turn of the century, there 

were 24.315 Algerian nU1')ils being educr' ted in the French langua.ge 

In 1865, the educ~tional 'Do1icy of France hé'd not ch2n~ed for 
J..lgeria. On 9 J"::-nuary, the Governor-Gener2.~, Mac-Mahon, wrote: 
, 'Le urogrp.mme me semble devoir ~tre caloue sur celui de nos 
écoles nrimnires, en la.is~ant une ~lace à l'enseignement de 
l'arabe' t. The Arabie l~ngunge was being nO.id lin-service to. 
Yeanwhile and in order to ep.se th~ growing demnnd for teachr-rs 
in l.lgerin, the Decree of 4 March 1865 crented a Teachers Tra.in
ing Co1l~ge for A1geri~ns. ~., p. 82. 

34. ~.{. Lpcheraf, "Le Nationn1isme ••• , n. 242, re:n:crks thF.t this 
Wr>s out of ~ ~onu~~tion of on8 hp1f million J..ll7,f':rians of school 
a~e. On the term evolué, it w~s coined by the French rrnd attribut
ed to those A1gnri~ns whom the French civi1iz~tion helned evo1ve. 
The ter~ wns, no doubt, ~r!tern~listic. It was hr-~ryi1y adonted by 
~h~ French-educ- :ed Alp,erians whose schoo1ing ~~·de them desClise 
their own herit~~e ~nd as~ire for th~t of Fr-nce. A fine ryicture 

34 
• 
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Corrr")!"'red to the dwindling number of trpdi tiona1ly educRted Alger-

ir>ns, this incre2se in French educ~ted Algeripns wrs bound to 

cArry serious im",licptions for Algeri~ in the future. 

The ~n~~IIRtion of the Evolu~s cprried, no doubt, deen civiliz-

Flti0nr>1 vrlue in ..A~gerü,. The Evolu~s hp.d benefi ted from the 

trpditions of Frpnce. They hp.d surrendered, pt the spme time, 

their oVIn ..A~gerinn trFditions. The l~ngupge of Rdontion of the 

Evolu~s, the French lr>np,up.ge, rempined of course the sole crit-

erion for civilizption. The cOlonipl replity in Algerip tended 

to limit the benefits of the French civiliz?tion to these Evolués. 

At the SP!!1e tiYre, the u' l holders of the ,rincinles of pssocü,tion 

who re""'l~esented the mpjori ty of the Euronepns in Algeri? hp.d 

nl~ced the 3volués on the SFme footing with the bep.rers of Alger-

ir>'R tr~ditionrl vplues. T~ey were RII indigènes in the eyes of 

the Settlers. 

o~ t:~is p:rou' is given to "JS in ?ernpt Abbps, (?~·rh~t CJ..b·~/r.s) :.Je 1r 

Colonie vers lp nrovince: le jeune Alg~rient ~pris; 1331. Co~~rre 

it with ~:. Chrudhuri, Autobiogrp-,hy o~ p.n unknown Indipn, London, 

1951. 
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, 
In 1909, the Evolues hpd org~nized to demrmd whpt they cons-

idered the rights which their education pwprded them 
35 

• The 

Young Al9;erirns cP.lled for the elirÜn!""tion of plI im'Jediments to 

I">ssi~ilroti'Jn in ..A~geripo They hpd, once ::-nd for p.ll, turned 

I">VTr>-:.t fro'1 the medievpl vRlues of their ff".thers :->nd they opted 

for th~ modern v~lues of their rulerso Like their fpthers f"nd 

like plI those who retr.->ined the custody over the trA.ditions of 

, 
the ryl">st, the Evolues were being frustrpted in th~ir ide~lso They 

eX!'1ressed, "18r>m7hile, these frus:'rptions in p more pble wroy th!">n 

The '.:e ... ni!1p; of Ch:"'nee for ::rusli"1 Algeri p 

It h::-1 t~Ken th~ determin~tion o~ the ?rench Gov~rnMent rnd 

35. ~o~e will be ~~id ~bout ~vo1u~s org~!1is"tion l~tero Su~fice it 
to s~~ t~"t t~n~ h!""d ~0unded circles, su ch ~s the LI"> ~-c~i~ir, LI" 
TOll~iki"'- "nel L'Union fr'-nco-indie~neo Thnir "1ost i~~o::--t~!';t !';ews
..,- .... ~-s, :..' .:.j::>.!)!""::-- !">nd Le ~!""chiri.i ',l'e::--e '1ublis::ed i r

• tr..,., -:>::--enc'l 
'-:~r"u"~e, i:: 19'!..~ in .:.lr'i,.,~s !""nd. ~.ii.ielli res'1ectivel"o On the , " .Te'ln'" .~lr",::--i-: -:::>vt:>::1ent, s-:p J. '.:e1ir, L'A1r-;erie .~": 1" '}u~-re, ?~·~i8, 

1) 18, ~. 14 9 0 
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the drive rend enthusi::>.sm of the Settlers to trpnsform the fpce 

of A1geri;:> in less thpn one century. The trpdition~1 institutions 

of govern.17lent, of l::>nd tenure Fnd of religion were the mp in tp..rg-

ets of c010ni::l1 rule. The est~'blishment of p modern soc iety in 

~l~ce of the existing one ushered chpnge for the ~irst time into 

the HFlghrib. 

If one refers to the vplues of R ryeonle ps their civiliz~tion 

p.nd to their >;1ores ps their culture, then cha.nge !!1epnt fo~ the 

Algeripns thpt, both their civili7.ption And their culture would 

36 
bpre the brunt of ~rench nresence in the yeprs to come The 

Alp;erir>ns, -,,.,hose nU!'1ber hpd doubled in 1901, h::l.d become the 'lrey 

to the civilizption from Eurone. Once they hpd lost their Ipnds, 

the Al~eri~ns ~oved closer to the society of the Settlers. Their 

culture would eventupllv succu!!1b to the better sustr:ined mores 

36. ~e"'e!'ence is he""/:! !!lpde to the !!1e~ning w;'~ich 7iyp. Gëk~l) l7,ives 
these two concents. 2~e ~:. Berkes, Turkish l;~tio!-.:'llis!!l ~'nd 7iest
e;,;. Ci"7ili7:-:ion, selected ess~'rs of Zivp Gokr:lï, ~;eVT YOck, 1959. 
'~o:;~ wi~l ho :3~id l:-ter on tnis. 
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The i~")r:,ct of French Algeri~ on the v::'11ues pnd the mores of 

its Huslim 1')opul~tion hnd remp,ined, in spite of everything, short 

of ~s8imil!"'ting the Alg$riAns into the civilizption pnd culture 

37. T. 01!"Permr>n, "Le îroblème ••• , p. 43, gives the number of 
Alverir>ns for 1856 ~s 2.307.349. In 1901, it hnd risen to 4 
million. The demogr::>nhy of coloni::>l prer>s tell us, on this count, 
thr>t, whereps coloniplism interfered with the death rpte by introd
uc ing ~odern hygene, the birth ra.te rer:1r> ined tr~di t ional ~nd there
fore hi~h. In Algerip, the nopulption explosion h~d been followed 
by mobil i ty for the .rùgeripns. In the de"'nrtments of Algiers, Orpn 
pnd Constél,ntine, figures show thpt the ")opulption wns distributed 
in the civili~n territories r>nd in the Territoires de Com-ande
~ resn8ctively r>S folJ.ows: 1.180.736 r-nd 216.212; 686.444 r>nd 
140.312; ~nd 1.625.995 nnd 223.390. By 1921, plI Algeri~ns in the 
Algerois pnd in the Constpntinois had fallen under civilipn r>dm
inistr~,tion. The 1926 census indic[!,ted thF't ever Algeri..,n !lpd, by 
then, becone p "Oprt of French lUger in. See J. ~Hrqnte, "Ln Frpnc e 
et les 08uvres ••• , tpbles on pu. 18-19. 
Concerning urbaniz~tion, the figures nre r>lso reve~line. In the 
"bove-men:; ioned t8,bles, the ci ties npueRr to sw'el1 in number Fmd 
size fro~ one decade to Another. Even the tr~ditional cities of 
T18~cen ..,nd Constnntine ~rp n~f8cted. Thpir inhabitants rise fror.1 
18~1 to 1901 fron 79.383 to 116.778 And from 334.882 to 443.909 
T'8nJr;ctivel:r. T'nia increr>se i8 in grept ..,n.rt due to rUT'!"'l rnigr~t
ion. A subst!"'nti ... l numbr.>r of Algerirns, eSîeci~,ll:v fro!:l Kpo"lip, 
~~d ..,lso ~i~rpted to the industrir>l centers of Fr ... nce. On thr->S8, 
S"'8 A. ~~ic:l~l, Les tr~vnilleurs nlgéri.-:>ns ~n ."F'r..,nce, o"'ris, l')5ô. 
T"r:is dissert ... tion will ~im nt discussinp: the rel~v!."lnce o~ th", c ... 1], 

',7::ich ""'bd "'l-!~P"!iId ibn 3?r':1T'a "!l~de to "':he tr~nsitionr:l t'.1"l8 of 
t,lp;e""i..,n societ"r which wnS de"licted nbove. The .t\l!"eri ... ns ·.7o"'kin~ 
i:1 7r~~ce ",-:-f" "?xcluded here. The:, r!\ ~e..,r to h"ve rp.s -,on0ed <:0 thf> 
"'''l~r>~l 0'" '~e3s:"'J.i ~,:n,i.i, the sel~-ed.'lc~t"?d 71o~ke!' 'nho fou!i.ded ';he 
;:i7.b pl-2Ti,im~ :"'l-?~".p'r~riblyy" (L'Etoile ~ro!"d-Af:ric~ine) in 132fi. 
S~~ci"'l ..,ttention will be given ',~es3~li :::->,j,j in ~ l~te:r c,)!ltext. 
Sufrict> i":. "',0 S~~l t"'.r·" vlh"'thf'!" in A"~p.ri:"' itself o~ in ?r-nc,,:, 
the A', p;e!' i - ns :1:> d unde!'gonp. ser iOl1 s "mour-:< chr:_np:es fo!' ~hf''''' t 0 

res~ond to ..,n ~~r"'Y o~ modern ideolo"ies ~?:ic~ ~ere rr~ic"'~·y 
r!i~r~-:-t>nt :!'~":': :h"'ir own t!'-:.~ition"'l urb:>n, !'11r,,1 or no-:~(;ic 
oroes. 



-127-

of modern Frr>nce. Wh.ile medievP1 Algeri~ could be found nowhere 

in i ts f'.dul terated form, i t is true to sp,y th?t modern Algerip 

r8mr>ined beyond the repch of 1"11 Alr.;eri~ns. This pbnorr::~l stpte 

chpr~cterized Algeri~'s tr~nsition from the levels of civilizpt-

ion pnd culture of the ~pst to tbose of the morrow. In terms of 

individu~l Algeripns, their ~lien~tion nnd become unbe~rpble. 

In ter~s of tbe bulk of A1gerie's indigenous ~oDul?tion, ~lso, 

were their tensions ~rowing ~ccute with the venrs. The First 

70rld ~r>r eru~ted in 1914 to divert the 2ttention of the French 

fro~ the ~li~~t of their Algerinn sub~ects 38 

38. In ,Urerü', controvers~, over tbe ~~rticinf'tion of the lJus1i~s 

in t!:e w-·r T'nn 11igh. Thnt mrny trpditionpl le:"'ders will hr've sided 

with Fr~nce :"'~~inst the Sult:"'n-C~li~h wps ~s unex~ected ~s the ~Frt

ici~~~ion of so~e Svolués to the 1916 Berlin Conference on Decol

anizntion. Sel? J. ~.~élip, L'A1gérie.~., ~. ~~26. On 15 Ijovemb~r 1914, 

in ~n inte'!'view with L'Eclpireur Algerien, Si ibn N';-~ir '.:u1J.~mmr>d 

-l-"iznï, th~ -:"?likT :[uf~T of Allüers, s~id: "Les ~us'.llm~ns du 

r:ord .-> '" l' :'·.frirue n'ont rien de c,)~"Tlun ~vec les '~urcs r.u~ l "ur re

~i~ion ••• ". A ~ew CU1~m~~ , on the other h-nd, h~d c~osen t~e T'o~d 

to exile. JUso }yd ~ost ~volu~s rn1Jied to -:he side of ?r~nce "1':-

- i:1st t:,e Ce;:tr~l ":)owers. The '!"!'lr>ss of the Algerif'ns, the ne ... ' ~rol

~+-.-"'i..,t o.l' t::e ~i~ies -nd tr.e vine ~rowinl! 'l-:r:t.,tions, r"''"1- in~ 

in t~',e s ~.~te of ~es""- ir '!Tr.ic:1 cOl')nizr: ion C~llses :1"..,di:' ion-l 80C-
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CHAPTER V 

(abd a1-Ham~d ibn B~d~s: . 
the 

Formntive Ye~rs, 1889-1925 
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+ , 

Cabd al-~amïd ibn Bàdïa, one of Algerie's moat prominent 

modern thinkers, w~s born in Constantine in 1889. He died in 

th~t s~me city in 1940. His lifetime belongs to the period of 

Algeria's change. Hia biogr~phy re8ds out of a p~ge of modern 

Algeri~n history. 

(abd r>l-HemI'd ibn B~d'ts We.S the product of the UPghrib' s , 

nineteenth century. His ide~s end his ~ctivities and hie comm-

itments stemmed, et the Seme time from the creation of French 

Algeri~. Hia formr>tive yeprs p.re es·~ential for the understending 

of the raIe he assumed, efter 1925, in Algeria. 

Prologue: the Son of an Illustrious F~milr 

Cpbd ~l-Hamld ibn B~drs was born to Yuhr-mm~d ~l-Mu~~efa ibn 

RI-Y~kkI, the Constantine wool merch?nt p~d p. descend~nt of the 

ily h~d honoured the city of Con~t~ntine of their presen~e 
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ever since the year one thousand and seven when the ZirI 1ieut-

enants of the Fa~imrs over Ifriqiya were disp1aced by their cous-

ins, the Harnrn.adids of a1-o.a1'8.. For a whi1e, the Banü BadIs 

more common1y known in the Maghrib as the Ben BadIs - hpd pdmin-

istered the district of Nijawüs. The fp.l1 of the ~Aghrib to the 

Zanata, after the tenth century, stri~d them of their rea.1 

powers. They settl"'d in ~onstantine and estab1ish"d their name 

in the trade vrhich made that city nromincnt in the n1ains of 

1 
al-Ha.ma • 

l'he Ben Badfs be10nged to the Ta1katë. tribe of the Sanhaja 

2 
Confederation of Berbers • They ha.d become arabized during 

1. The Den BàdIs tr~ce their origins to Badrs ibn al-~anBür who 
ru~ed over Eastern Algerip during the yeprs 996 and 1016: See 
R. Basset, "Badis b. a.l-Mansur", y., I, pp. 556-557. a.l-Mu Ciz 
Ben BRdïs (die4 in 1061) is, however, consinered the f~ther of 
the family. See ibn Khaldün, Histoire ••• , II, p. 45, and C. Brock
elmnn, Geschichte ••• , G I, 268 and S I, 473. 

2. ibn Kha1dün differentipted between ba.dIs and badrs. The> ..den 
BàdIs were not, according to him, the dwel1ers of th<:> city of 
Badis but r~ ther the descend:.'..nts of Badïs a1-Spnh~.j l al_ r ayrawani 
(Badis ibn al-Yan~ür). ~. On the Sp.nh~jp. and the Zanata, Bee 
G. Yar~ais, "Sanhadja", ~, IV, p. 152, and' '7.enRta", ~., 
IV, pp. 1223-1224. 
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IJ 
their ea,rly associ~tion with 'Ubayd Allah. In onstantine, where 

leprning h~.d developed to meet the requirements of ru1e, the Ben 

BadIs who had reverted to Sunni Islam after the expulsion of the 

3 
Fa,~imTs from the 'w'él.ghrib emerged as urominent malikï jurists • 

By the yea,r 1241, when the Hafsids inherited the administration 
• 

of Eastern Algeria, from the A1mohéldes, the Ben Badis succeeded 

in monono1izing the function and office of gadâ J for the city' • 
4 

and its i~Tnediate surroundings • The est~blishment of the Bey-

1ik over Constantine, in 1529, had not diminished thp.ir ~osit-

ion. On the contrary, the status of the Ben Badrs was enhanced 

3. The most 'Orominent of these was al-Hasan ibn Ab! al-~a:sim 
ibn Badis (1301-1385), ~uthor of a1-Nafahat al-~uds!vya. See 
ibn rasim Mul}B..'IL"!lHd al-ljifnâw'I, TatrYf al-Khal:J.f bi Riojal al-Salaf, 
A1giers, 1909, pu. 118-119, and C. Brockelman, Geschichte ••• , 
G II, 166 and SIl, 814. filso, G. Yver, "Constantine", ~., 
l, p. 866. 

4. It i" clear1y st~ted both by G. Yver and E. Vaysettes, cited 
above, t.hat the functi0n and o~fice of Dada') hnd becorne thp. mon
ono1y of two f~milies in Const!'>ntine, the 'Ben Bad1s and the Ben
jelloul (Ibn ~allül). 
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by their own deter.mination to collaborate with the Turkish rulers 

5 
of the Constantinois • 

The affiliation which the Ben Badis had ?-chieved, in the seven-

teenth century, with the CIsawTyya Mystical Brotherhood had done 

more to strengthen the trade rela.tions which the f8mily establish-

ed for itself within the city and throughout its surrounding 

areas than to si~uly tie them fu~ther to the notabi1ity of 

6 
Constantine • By the eighteenth century, the nrosnerity of the 

Ben Badis was unquestioned in the circles of Eastern Algeria. As 

soon as the French m~de the nrivate ownership of land nossible, 

5. Th'" ~en Badis htl.d become a~filia ted to the CIsa,wïyya as early 

as the î7th. century. The rarioa, founaed by SIdi M~ammad ibn 

CIsa (borm in l!aknas in the 15th. century; diF=~d in 1524), hé?d 

been invited to Algeria by the Regent. in order to counter the 

alre2dy existing insubordin~te ~stical Brotherhoods. In return 

for its avowed loyalty to the State, the Tarïqa was disryenseted 

of aIl tGxes. In Const~ntin~, merch?~ts and <Ulama~ had belonged 

to the CIsawr~ra. The city's zawiva oecorded, in the Middle of 

the nineteenth centurv, 500 ikhwan. See O. Deoont and X. Coppol

ani, Les confrèries ••• , p. 349. 

6. Re1~tions between the CIsawIyya and tho Rahmp..nIyya, the mn.in 

'.~"'3ticn.l Brotherhood in th~ Constn.n: inois, wer:: alweys cordip..l. 

In terms 0: city r:.nd tribal r~l~:ions, this meBnt thP.t Constn.nt

ine related h~rmoniously with its surroundings. Such w~s not the 

case, for instance, in the Algerois between the CIs~wl~Ja and th~ 

Darr.âw1yya. It cr:.n be seen as further evidence of the we~l knit 

Const~ntinois. See A. Cour, "Constan~ine en 1802, d'a~r~s une 

ch~nson ~0~u1rire du cheikh Be1q~se~ Er-?F1L~ouni Zl-Eaddad", 

~, 1919, po. 224-240. 
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the Ben Bàd1:s had a:ppropriated substantial landholdings to them-

selves. During the first quarter of the twentieth century, cabd 

al-lfamId ibn Bad'is's father, alone, claimed close to ten farms 

7 
as his uroperty • The future of the Ben Badis could seem but 

bright B.nd uromising. 

ThP Ben BadTs at the Service of France 

al-Q,abban ibn BadIs, Cabd al-~aniid' B'.:great grandfather, had 

consented to serve under the French on the Jamaca of his city, 

in 1838. In 1848, when the indigenous hakim of Constnntine was 
• 

replaced by the city's first French Mayor, al-Qabban ibn BadIs 

8 

was retain0d as municipal councilor • His son, al-Makk1: ibn BndIs, 

7. ~Jost of the informr>tion pertaining to this section and to 

the nrivate life of cabd al-ttamîd ibn BadIs was acouired throup-,h 

convers<ltion Wit:l his hRlf-brother, cabd al-!jaqo ibn Bad1:s, -

who~ l met during a triu to Algeria in the sum'er of ~966 and 

who nresently,lives in the n~tern~l house, 3 Im~ns:e eorges 

Constnnt, in ~onst~ntine. 

8. al-r~bb~n ibn Badi~ wns ~ cerchant (his n~~~ is supgestive; 

obn: to ~ei~ with ~ steel y~rd; in Turkish, k~n~n rneans whole 

S'aï", tr::ldinp:). P.'" wrs é!...'!long tl].ose ":Tho shifted their loye.lty 

from Ah""lr>.d Bey to Gen"'r~l Vr>lee, ~fter the f~ll of Constn.n'.:.

ine. S~e Ch.~. Cadart, Souvenirs de C~nBt~n~ine, Parie, 1894, 

p. 26. 
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f the grandfather of Cabd a1-~amId, had meanwhi1e been confirmed 

in the nosition of district ~ for Constantine. The jurist 

was 1ater chosen to sneak for Eastern A1gerie. in front of the 

Le Hon Commission of Enquiry. a1-Makkï ibn Bàdis had enjoyed, 

1ike his father, thp trust of the Office of Indigenous Aff~irs. 

His report to the commis"'ion we11 indicpted thRt he snoke with 

their consent. Unon his death, two of his chi1dren, Hamida ibn 

B'adIs, 'a.bd a1-l!a.mid t s unc1e, and a1-Mu~~afa ibn BOëdIs, his fr-ther, 

were retained at the service of France. 

H?.mIda ibn BRdis had trained as a Câ1im and he we.s a"9uointed 
~ 

gadr for the city of ConstB.ntine. In 1871, he hed been the co-

author to the Brief which thr-t city sent the G07ernor-Genera1. 

In 1891, np h~d rea~~irmed his loynlty to the Government yet 

he sided with the O~fice of Indigenous Af~Rirs against those 

who advoc'!.ted civilian rull? ove:- the Algeriens. 

al-~.!ust?.fa ibn Badïs' s destinies differed fro!n those of his 
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his fami1y's. Ho-- hé'.d rem~ined in cha.rge of his house's tra.de. 

In 1902, he Wé1.S aU'îointed Financüü Delegate for Constpntine. 

In 1919, he w::os decora,ted with th~ Legion of Honour. In 1929, 

he won the title of agha for services rendered to France. In 

1933, he becé'me the bashagha. of the city. He dil?d in 1951 the 

9 
loyal servant of France His n~me is rem~mbered as a faithful 

collaborrtor of the Government throughout th~ tense period bet-

ween the two World Wars. 

The role of the Ben Bâdrs, under thp rule of France, had 

been to set the exemule of submission to colonialism. It will 

be recc.lled th:=lt the ryrestige which the family continued to 

enjoy 3!'10ng the Algerip.ns of Constr'ntine hp..d endeared thpm to 

th~ Office of IndiRenous Affairs. The successive directors of 

9. The ap,hr'.shiu p.Jld bash~ghashiu of el-~!ust--:f#'l ibn Bâdis we:;e 
re"1orted in ~l-Na,1~, 12 October 1929 and" A-:Jril 1933. , 
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this deU2,rtment, MOSt of a,ll Monsieur J. Mire,nte, hp.d grown close 

to the family. They nô.id the ir resne cts to i ts members and enj oyed 

the confidence 2,nd the response which their work required and which 

the Ben Badls eagerly gave. 

In return, the Ben BadIs had, no doubt, benefited from their 

connections ~ith the French Administration. At a time when the 

nower of the Set tIers grew to the point of threatening thA exist-

ence proper of the Algerian society, the survival of traditional 

Constantine could be achieved by way of conni ving vii th the Office 

of Indigenous Affr'Ïrs. On thA TIr>rticulfl.r issue of civilien rule 

and the interests of the Settlers, both the leaders of the Alg-

erinn soci~ty and the Office of Indige.:ous Affairs wer p in full 

~nrtn~rshin. The Algeri~ns knew th~t weIl. They entrusted tneir 

renresentatives with furthering their interests. In Const~ntine, 

sucn re~'!'e3entatives were none othe?' th~n the Ben Bâdis whose 

i llus:'rious ~r'st eVAr:-,'one h;:,d known 2.nà 7:ham the .t·~lr.'lighty had 

reW?_rded in knowledgp and "~eal th. 
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Childhood and Commitments 

('abd al-~amId ibn BâdTs was born to al-Mustafa ibn Badis and 

10 
to Zuhayra bint M~ammad ibn Jallul • He was his father's 

first child. His b1rth was announced, at their home of Sïdï 

~:ammüsh, to the im.rnedi>-te members of his f2Jl1ily. Soon, the entire 

mpdIna had heard of thlO; hFiDny event and news s-;>re::d into the 

countryside. As in aIl su ch moments of birth, betrothal, res-, 

tOrntion from illnes~ and death, the traditional society met 

to celebrote the occasion and to n~y rennwed resp~ct to its eIder. 

Cabd al-.r"amid ibn B8'dis was reared and bread in the two stor-

ies stru~ture of Andalusüm design which damin-?ted the mprket 

nlace from the east. Althoup-,h l'')hysicnlly s. l")~rt of the madïne., 

the Ben Badrs residence - lik' all Maghribi homes - served to 

shAlter its occu~~nts from the busy life o~ the city. Within 

10. ('~bd ,"'l-I::,~rd's :-:otiF'r, a Benjelloult be"-onr:ed to as -,romin
r>nt n.nd ~,s ~zic ient a f~::!ily ps the Ben BadIs. Ee:- f~· tri r w~.s a 
cadi. 
~ 
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its thick walls pnd around the central court yard, there wes quiet-

ness, freshnes~ and security for the young memberB~of the house 

to grow. 

Cabd al-Hamïd ibn Bà:di's hA.d soent the first seven years of his .. 
life within the oarental home. Contacts with the outside world 

remR,ined few for those who had been born in weal th in Constant-

ine. Th~t outside world m?y have been uerceived through the door-

wa.y or froI!l the roofto'P; i t Wp s usu~,lly welcomed into the house 

itself in the 'Person of visitors or else it was discovered a 

bit further each time occasions'such as the visiting of the dead, 

( A -"). . 
on Id 8.1- Ma , or somf chl.ld's urime hnircut or cl.rcmllcision 

took the fpmily, young and old, out of the home and into the 

Il 
city • 

C abd a.l-Ha."!lfd ibn Badis' s er·rly education ha.d tDken pl~ce at 

th~ h~nds of his mothp.r, h·rself the member of a nrominent fnmily 

of CO:1st~.ntine. In the organized set-u") of fn~ily life, the infant 

Il. Custo:1''''~'ily, in tne :.!~,I".hrib, the ~~·le infant's Uri:'1F h'circut 

or circ~.t....,cision ':.ook "Olr.ce at thl" z&wiy::- 0: t!".P. i'a-nily' s ")r·tron

s"!i!'lt. 
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was te.ught the elementary velues of the home. He learnt to love 

his equals, to fear his eIders 8.nd to submi t to God. At the age 

of seven, "a.bd al-l!am1'd ibn Bad!s wa.s handed to M~a.mmad 13.1-

ShClykh ibn 1Ialüs, the elderly Cë.lim whose msid, a.t the back of 

the Hosque of SidT al-Akh~é'r, catered to those whom Drovidence 

12 
had pndowed wi th vrer' 1 thy uCI,rents • 

c abd al-~a.mid ibn BP'dïs' s upbringing hRd been in no way pecul-

ir>r. The tyne of home he grew in WFlS re1)resentRtive of Constant-

ine's bourgeoisie. His prirne,ry educrtion WHS customAry of l~uslim 

societies. Tha.t his nnrents will hrve de~tined hirn to the lfadrAsa 

of Const~ntine to trDin as a Calim was, also, in 1ine with his 

ovm fAmily trCl.dition. The sole anomaly was thF't the yeHr W~1S 

1900 r-nd thp place was French Algeria .• 

12. Thr-> u"ghribï !!lsId (a deforrrlp. tion of mas.l id) is the equi vplent 

of the ~~ashricï kutt~.b, the ~ur)anic school. See E. Dermenghem, 

Le cul te ••• , ~üossr>ry p. 346. On the ~josque of S'fdi 8,1-lùcheJ.?r 

of which much mor Q will be said l~ter, it wr:s bui1t in 1743 

under !j'?-s?n :Bey. It w~s the sec r.d l~rgest in the city after 

the Bey' S :'osque. See E. Vaysettes, Histoire ••• , p. 303. I-.n 

interestir.~ ~icture of ~us1iM tr~dition~l society is given in 

A. r~z~.héry, U. vi,., Quotidienne des !":1usu1~r:ns nu !.~o en-A e: Xe 

au XIIIe s i~cle , ~ ris, 1951. A150 consul t P. BOY"r, r vie ••• 

~nd 2. Le Tou~r.ep.u, Fès à 1~ veille du ~rotector~t. Paris, 19~5. 
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The Years of Alienation 

Under Muhammad a,l-Shà.ykh ibn Malus, Cabd al_HamTd ibn BadIs . . 
hR,d been instructed to memorize the Çl.urJân correctly, to rer>d 

it and to write it. In 1902, al-}!u~~aft:l ibn BRdrs ushered his son 

into the Madr:o-sa of Constantine. Unlike the sons of Alge1'ia.' s 

tradi tion~l.l leaders who were being sent to frequent the French 

institutions of 1earning which were erected to suitr Frp.nce's 

indigenous ~olicies, Cabd al-~amId ibn Badis was recommended to 

the CUlama? of the city to trr·in inthe rp.ligious scie-nces. At 

the feet of Al~eria's most reknown tradition2l teachers, cabd 

Ql-~amid ibn Bpdis ureu3red to become a Calim. 

The stpnd~rds B,t the lIndre,sE' of ConstF..ntine had been kpnt 

relnt i vely hie-h in sni te of Frr>.nce' s efforts to restric t relig-

ious t0['ching to the suf:icient trri~ing of ~uslim clerks. The 

existing te~chers were still v~.lu~ble in th~!":1selves. Th"y ~e.rn-

etur't'?:d the ins'Jirp.tion which the gre~t centprs of trr·diticnr·l 

len::-r:inp:, in Tü::is end in ~r-yraw~n, once hr>.d on E:o-ste::-r. J...lp:er-
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13. 
ia • Cabd a1-HAmid ibn BàdIs could not be more fortunpte in the 

• 

time he entered Constantine' s tra.di tional seCOndFI:! school. 

During the first year at the Madrasa; C abd a1-I!1?JllId ibn 

BadTs hp.d suent le~rning the nrinciples of Isl~m, his re1a.tion 

14 
with :tIamdEn al-Shaykh al-WanIsi -nroved decisive • The latter 

hp..d noticed the grept intelligence of his nU'lil and W1?S eager 

to develop it. On the nF.'.rt of Cabd e.1-1-tami'd ibn Badis, the grow-

ing uneaseness which hr-- fel t in the fp.ce of his environment 

13. Amone the teClchers at the Madrasa. of Const2.ntine were Ahmad 
al-Shaykh f!.l-Hélh"1batï, râhir al-ShClykh ibn Zaqqüta, RI-Zuwavli 
al-Shp.ykh YeJ:11ya a.l-Dara.jil al-!i8.wlüd al-Shaykh ibn al-1!awhüb, 
al-~'5.1iJ.:1 o.l-Shnykh ibn a1- Abld, Cabd al-MPj"I:d al-Shaykh ibn 
Jà'iniC. R.nd, lpst but not lepst, Hamdan al-Shpykh al-W::tnîsï. See 
al-Shihab, Uoyember 1929, p. 33: These 'U1am8? were nrob:::.bly 
gredu~tes of the Madra.sR of the Olive Mosaue in Tünis nI though 
rrry fnilure to check their n"mes in Mu1fa_.d ibn Makhlùf, Shn .1are.t 
al-l!ür 8.l-ZakIyya fi Tp..baoat a1-llàlikIyya, Ca.iro, 1931, cannot 
make me attest th?.t. Thp. ra.nporl between Tünis and Constrntine 
hnd rem~inf'd close until 1838. Uth.'Tlâ:n al-KaC.ak, the Tunisip.n 
historÏfm, ouotes G. Mél.rçeis as h~ving s~'iè that Constr--ntine 
WPS Rn extr:nsion of Tûnis. Historic~lly, this is ~ccur~te until 
1830. Under the Regency, Const~ntine rem~ined culturrlly dep~nd
ant on '!Unis. Ite tra.de with thAt city, with NAbeul and with Jerba 
wer-e n"'ver inte:--runted by the establishement of a Bey1ik over Epst
ern Alrserip.. 

14. This hF.'.s bet"n stated by C'abd a1-l:1amid ibn B~drs him self in 
al-Shiha~, June-Ju1y, 1938, p. 289. He h~d r,nid1y shown an incl
inAtion tow~rds 'loetry. ~amdan a1-Sh~ykh p.1-W~nïsI diver-ted hi~ 
from sterile pursuits and induced him to indulr-e in his etudies. 
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-Pound his tepcher' s eXl')1~n8tions soothing F'nd encoura,ging. 

Euro.,..,eFJn nresence in Constp.ntine héJ.d become unmistpkpble by the 

turn of the twentieth century. Besides their "!Jh,ysicPl existence, 

within the mFJ.è.ïnp, the Settlers were grpduplly affecting the life 

of' the Algerüm dwellers ps weIl. The trend 8nT)eFJred irreversible 

f'nd unset epch And every Uuslim in the city. 

BndIs, whose ""'ereg!'in~tions nround Constpntine cpn be dpted b~ck 

citv. D~iJy vrould he ""'PSS by the F!'lTSid fortress which once nrot-

ected the "'f'1dln~ f'rom the nl!'ltepu of ~l-Ayfür pnd be reninded 

~f the B!'lttle of L~ Brêche which spw Colonel Combes stor~ Const-

..... ntinp irJ 1838. Also, his eye incesspntly C2.Ught the Bey' s ~.rosr.ue, 

now the city's cf'their~l pnd p livinR thorn in the south fl~~k 

o~ COrJst~ .. tine 15 

l5. :;'1~i:1r t!:e '"'Ieriod l')f' t:-.'" l .. :pb Y.ina.r.o~, the bisho'îrick o~ 

Sor.s-:-:-.tine ::r-::' b0e!'1 es",~blis:-~ed. Governor-Gene'!":-::' ·:~n·:o!î ~=.~-

07.'e1 tr.c "()sr.u~ O~ the 3t:>v, situ:-t"'è. witr:in -;n'" wpllfl oL' -;he 

city pn~ c~osc to the 3eylic P 1 ~!'l1~cc, to become Cons~~ntin~'n 

c":~ed,!"pl. See Ch. f.... Julier., ~:ïstoire ••• , D. 437. 1':'1is entirp 

section 1s ~u~elv descrintive. It 'î~ir.ts the nic~ure l vot of 

~. visit to ~ ns~pntine. It eX'îresses, -: :he spme ~i~e, t~e 

l"eclinf'" -!'o'.lsed in ~e by conv~rs-tions withC"pbd "'l-;:~n~ ibn 

3~è.Ts, -'ur-,--~:-d "'l-~::lilJ ~!lmpd!Ïn "nd 2;pC'!rn pl-~r:-c!'mf ( t!' .. e 1- st 
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Outside i ts boundr>ries and pr>st Pl~ce de la Br~che, 8. new 

city had corne into being which added enstrangement to th0 humil-

iation of the Algeria,ns in Constpntine. Here, men Vii th unfp...mi1iar 

looks were se~ted along the p~vements and watched susniscious1y 

the wp..ndering indigène. They cha.tted loudly in the presence of 

women .... rho se fr> ces nnd arms were uncovered wd thr.y si nped ferm-

ented beverBges V,lhich smel t of a.niseeà. In this area of Const-

antine, no Algerian was welcome. Although an ever growing numb-

er of them entered the Euronean city every morning, they all 

returned a.fter service to the ma,dina where they belonged. 

The feeling ot alienption which cRught Cabd a.l-~am!d ibn 

ERdre during hie nuberty years and which he sh~red with his fav-

oured tencher diffr:red fro~ thn.t feeling which ht=" ey"~prienced 

two were punils of Cabd al-~~ïd ibn Epdïs; the first is nres

ently Ins~r:ctor at the ~inËtry of Educ~tion, in Alsiers; the 

second is Director of the. Denartment of Hubüs, in Constantine. 

The -:1icture of the city Can be comnleted"by re;;dings in A. 

~.~,:"ahéry, L~ vie ••• , P'. Boyer, La vie ••• and R. Le Tourneau, 

Fès ••• 
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when he first left the orecincts of his home to go to the ~. 

On the trip whieh took him, oast the oublie baths, the neighbour-

hood baker, the mr-rket olpee and the stores of his father, to the 

mosque he hpd been able to integrate wihtout any diffieulty the 

strange world he discovered with the one he belonged to in the 

house of his fa ther. It wa.s a tr;:;di tional world in whieh aIl 

one's values fitted hp.rmoniously together, a world which tirne 

hl?d buil t around the mosaue and the home. The new world he 

eneountered, l)é.St the gates of the city, was different R.nd he 

could not aeeept i t. MA.ybe should he leave Constantine R.fter aIl. 

Eis mentor, Ha"'!'ldân al-Shp..ykh al-WanisT, hp.d oreo:::red to retire • 

to the ~ijâ.z. (' abd p..l-?arnI'd ibn Badis would accom':')A ny him there. 

Training at the Olive 20saue 

In 1908, n.l-'.~ustafa ibn B~dI's hrd foiled his son' s nlans P..Ild 

he arranged inste~d t~~t th r youth be ne~itted to tr~vel to 

Tûnis to trr in at the ~!adrasl? of the Olive ~!osr.u"· c • abd al-
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~amid ibn Badis was destined to acquire his diulorna of Calim 

from the Zaytüna. The ta.twi C, as i t is more cornmonly known in 
• 

t:'!1e .w..e.ghrib, reauired th"'t he suend four yeers in Tünis. Al though 

this diploma could not qualify hirn for emuloyment in either 

16 

Algeria or Tunisia, it c~rried much nrestige with it • For 

the son of al-Mustafa ibn Badis, here was undoubtedly the best .. 

tra.di tional edUCi tion which the adoloscent could be offered in 

his time. 

Cabd al-~amId ibn Badrs entered the Madrasa of the Olive 

Mosque wi th high recomrnendations. Officially, the Depa.rtment of 

16. The Decree of 26 August 1881 hid m~de aIl traveling to Muslim 

count~ie5 denendent unon normission from the Prefecture. See E. 

Doutte, L'Islam ••• , p. 177. Rl-1!u~t;pfa was consequently informed 

bv th~ ~uthorities of his son' s nle.ne. HE' convinced his son thr-.?t 

TUnis could be a better 2.ltern~tive and secu"ed special nermission 

through the Office of Indigenous Affa irs for him to gra.duate from 

other thfln Algerian Madrasas. Mpa.nwhile, the French Protectora~e 

over Tunisia hnd ~de similpr laws an'Plicabl~ thpre. The tatwi , 

in fact, was beinp, awp-rded non-Tunisi~ns at the Zaytüna while the 

Tunisi~.ns received an i.1aza. See al-Shih~b, Januory 1937, n.440. 

It i5 worth' hile noting thél.t Lybians, Sub-Sahpran Africans and 

others were registered at th.:: :!a.drRs~ of the Olive ~osoue. 50 were 

a number o~ AlRerians studying there. One gpthers from "'al

Tal~midhat al-J?7.à'lirlYYÜn fi al-Z:Jytüna", al-ShihM, 28 Sent

e~ber 1927, p. 6, th~t thpse were in Tünis against the will of 

the Gover~~ent in filgeria. 
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17 
Education hpd introduced him to the institution's nudhdhar • 

As f~r as his teachers were concerned, no recommendation WaS 

needed from him. They we1comed the young Bc:n Bàdîs and sett1ed 

him 2.nd the mF'le serv<'!nt accomnanying him in quarters on Na.hj 

a1-Sha.mma.Cin, west of the Olive Mosque. 

"abd a1-liamïd ibn Badrs made the acquBintance of his teachers . 
at the end of the summer. He immedia.tely me.de a good imnression 

at the Za.ytünfl .• TRhir a1-She.ykh ibn C Ashür, his Tradition teach-

er and once the ~ector of the Madrasa and the m8.1ikr Muftï of 

18 
Tunis, "Jre.ised his anp~arance and his upbringing • He was a 

17. In 1818, the Zpytüna received its first modern reforms. ~~üd 
Bey centralized the educp.tion of the MB.drasa under the sU1')r>rvision 
of four nudhdha.r. The Orge.nic Decrees of 1875 r-!.nd 1876, which were 
nassed by ~p.dio Bey' s minister, Khpyr a),J)!n BasM., put the Zp.ytùna 
under the watcl:fu1 eye of the new1y formed De'1rrtment of Educ~·tion 
Th'" French ProtectorBte which cp..me into being over Tunisia in 1882 
continued this nra.ctice. See the sppp.ch which M. Ma.chuel, J.Jirector 
of Public Instruction, gave and which Revue Tunisienne renroduces 
in V. 4, 1897, pp. 392-396 • .h.1so, M~p.nnnad Bp:vram a1-Khr mis, Kitab 
SRfwat a1-ICtibâr bi l~ustawdaC a.1-Am!}!ar wa al-Intizar, C~iro, 1885. 

18. Kmong the nersoni1ities l h;ove met in Tünis nre 1!u.hamma.d a1-
Fàc}il :ll-Shryl&. ibn Ashür, Mufti of Tunis in 1968, ~âii~ a1-~hél.ykh 
al-ljnyfar, once te~ cher a t the Zp.ytuna p...nd no!,! :-etired, Mukh~:.lr 
a.l-Slk'lykh ibn !!-"'.i1.."!lÜd, a classm:, te of Cabd :"!.l-Hamîd ibn B:idrs, once 
the ed"i tor of '!p,laJr.t al-Zaytuna :.lad '1resentll é! te~cher at the 
Olive ~!osoue. l also owe much info!"!!lption to Uth.'Jlâ.n a1-Y.Ec ak, or.ce 
a te-:cl:er '0:" history at the Kha1dünïyya, a '1ro1ific 7.'l:1ter of ~!agh!"
ibi history ~.nd nresent1y pn im'1ortant of:"icin.l at the ~!inistry 
of I!1for.:':'· tion, r:nd to ~uhe.!Jr.'lad al-TbEJnïni, cabd al-Ep.JllId ibn B~dis' s 
friénd at the Za.ytüne and' nresently the own"'r 0:' the· r>.l-~~.ktr>bn 
a1- A~rïyya at Sü~ al_CA~~arrn, in TUnis. 
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reserved young ma.n, slighty shy, who often g?ve the im-::->ression 

of acting in a haughty me.nner. His abi1i ty to spea.k and his rhet-

oric rapidly overCRme the unfr'vour~ble first im"Oression which 

he may h2ve imnrinted upon those who met him. 

C a,bd al-gamid ibn BB:di"s showed much epgerness in his studies. 

His teachers nraised him. In 1910, he was invited to assist in 

secondR.ry te::;,ching at the Ma.drasa .• In 1912, he gr!"duated as one 

of twelve tâlibs who succeeded in their final eX2mina~ions. Tâhir 
p • 

al-Shaykh ibn CAshür h::>d instructed him in the Science of Tr~d-

i tion ~nd in a.l-}lustaslah. Sadiq al-Sh~ykh pl-Nayfar and C Amïda • • • 

a.l-Shr-ykh Bayram guided him through the intric:-cies of l'Iffiliki 

pnd l]a.npfï Jurisnrudence. Sr::l!m ibn (Umar Al-Shr'ykh Abü l!P'jib 

rer-'d the 'Ohiloso'Ohers wi th him. 1!W:~mmr!.d r-l-SMykh ibn Yùsuf 

lectured him on Taw~rd. The study of Exegesis brought him into 

19 
àirect contact with Cabd A2.lah al-ShaylL'-1 :Jl-lIc;.khlï • 

19. See al-Shih~b, Jr-nu~ry 1937, D'O. 440-441. 
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The millené'ry }f~dr~sr> of Tunis rAtes n.s hir-:h ns its sister 

universities in Cpiro, lJakkn ~nd FPs 20 
• At the Zpytunr, Islp.m-

ic civiliz~tion ~nd Arnbic culture continued to thrive nt the 

turn of the cpntury plongside the ryrOSîerous community of trpd-

ers nnd prtis:--ns whose goods renched Eurone PS weIl flS the Epsin 

of' Tchr:>d. Under Kh.Ryr pl-DIn Bpsh"", the Circ~ssipn minister of 

21 
~~din Bey, the ~dministrrtion of the tlndrnSR hrd been ref'ormed 

Its f'inrncirll nutonomv remnined secure. Little cou1d the French 

Protectorrte, which Wr:>S estnblisned in 1881, do to rlter the 

ch"rn cter of the institut ion ~nd under~ine i ts indenenè.e::ce. 

20. According to sorne, the :'!8.drpsp. of the Olive :.:osoue wC' s founded 

b'! CUb""rd :Ul~h ibn ~l-3-:""bb?1b. ibn p1-Hpjr rttributes its .f"ound_ 

nti~l-: to Ziv~dnt Al1::>h ibn A~hlpb. See O. Houdns "'nd ~. B!:'s:;et, 

"ission sc~cntif'inue ~n Tunisie, A1~er, 1884, J. 45. 

21. In 1842, r Bevlic."l decrel'.', the text of which ls e:'F'r..,ved in 

the ~uC.,"'llrr..!" of' the Olive ~.~os(lue, h~d men:ionp.d th'"' refo:-ms of 

~rdr"s~ te~chine in Tunisi.... T:.'1e intent of +.he ref'or ..... s ::'-d ber:n 

to nro~ote t~e (lu..,lity of trndition..,1 educ~tion in the w~ke of' 

the ever l'':-e~te:- ?:u'!"o ..... e..,n i;:"l"î~ct on the countr"f. The size of the 

st-f'f -;v-s' ~ixpd to thirty '-:11-.::;7:) whose ~unlific-til)ns -nd -;uties 

?Tere o'..lt:inod. The curricul'J!!'I wr-s ..,l~o stre,..~J.ined. 7::0 -:~likï 

-nd ç.-n"'fr "uftTs -r.d ~:r:e c!':ief' n~dï~ were -.,nointed ":1) S'l"~""

·'ize ::-:F' "-~r"'s"'. ?-No d.elep' ... tes 71"0::-: the ~.:..,C-;:'rif' -Iso "c·"'1 's 

in~'-'."ctor~ f'':):- the Gov~rn;:"ler:t. See ~('\vue Tunisienne, '1. 4, 1:: 37, 

""J. 393 ~r:d 3']'3, '"'nd '.~. 3~"r-~, :~. $-f71~t ••• , ~. 1~5. 
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The Zaytûna belonged, without doubt, to the world of tradit-

ions.l Islan. The scope a,:qd content of i ts tefJ.ching were those 

of the golden age of Medieval Tunisia. Like the Q,arawIn and the 

A~har, thp. Zaytuna de1ved into those subjects which represented 

the scientific and cultura.l norms of bygone days. One fee.ture 

differentiated, meanwhile, the Madre,sR of the Olive Mosque from 

i ts counterparts in l.forocco or Egyot: th"t was i ts was i ts 

vicinity to the SRdiaïyya and the Khaldùnïyya • . 
These two non-traditional centers of 1earning, the ~àdiqïyya 

which was founded in 1875 and the Kh~üdunryya which Vias founded 

in 1893, anpear to have had 1ittle imryact on the cu::--ricula of 

22 
the Z;lytuna • They influenced its teachers and its students 

22. Until the $âdiqIyya was :f'ounded by Khayr al-Dïn Basha, it was 
beli~ved that the ~aytüna could meet the requirements of the d~y 
in thn field of educption. In 1845, ~d l founded the Polyteghn
ic~l Sch00l at the Bardot (on the sChoo1, see R. Drevet, L'Armee 
Tunisienne, Tunis, 1922). Students who could combine tr~ditiona1 
knowledge to modern qualifications ':Tere being soug.'-1.t. As the Zayt
~na nroved unable to train such students, it finnlly becpme an~ar
ent th?t ~ n('w insti tut ion should be establish"'d. The ?:?'diqI'yya 
waS borne ~uha~~d :abbâdu~ a 7.aytüna-trained Calim, was annointed 
as its first"direct.or. See Y. Bayrrun, K. S~fw:>t ••• , pp. 126 on. 
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who could not rernf:>Ïn p.loof from the ne", ideRs which were being 

s~rer->.d ~nd who invél.ripbly reacted fr>vourab1y or unfpvourp:.bly 

to the innovp.tions which these two institutions brought a.bout. 

One sucÏ1 teac}1er whom the modern educp..tion [ .. pd pffected wps 

Cabd AIIP.h p1-Shr>ykh p1-Nplchlï p1-Qpyr~wRn'I who tnught ('abd p..1-

H~mTd ibn B?:dTs pt the ~,~pdr8.sP of the Olive lt!:osC1ue 23 • 
.. 

C r-bd All~h p1-Shpykh pl-lTpkh1ï', whose tepching '\VpS highly 

(' 
T')r~ised by p..bd al-H~.m~d ibn BadI's, vr~'s not P.. modernist. He V1PS 

not P tr2ditionplist either in thpt he emT')hpsized the individupl 

mentr>l exercise of ea.ch CR"lim ps more desirc-l.ble thrn note In 

contrp st '\7i th the other teachers ?t the Zô.ytünp.., the use which 

C~bd AlIFh r>l-Sh!"lykh r>l-Nnl&.:.lï l'llélde of intellectup..1 initi::ltive 

stood hi":!! ~1')r'rt fro~ his cOl1errgues. The genern1 tendency of the 

C.Ul~-:.;::'-) in :'ür.is h~d. been to submit to the c1osinr: of th!? doors 

~3. Sen ibr. !~k~lfff, Sh~1~r~t ••• , T')TI. 485-486. (~bd Al1~h ~1-

Sh~"k:-: ~l-:~"khlï t~ur.ht rt t.hf' ~.rr-èr~sr, of th",. Olive !.~I)srue f'!'"o:"'1 

1886 ti11 13' 3. 
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24 
of i,itihad and to refrain from uersonal oninion • They were 

the heirs to a rich tradition in the religious sciences and 

felt entrusted with the knowledge of their nredecessors. They 

conveyed th~ norms which they held from afar. They were the 

guardians of stabili ty and continui ty in Tunisia. Cabd AlUili 

al-Shaykh é'l.l-Nakhlï, who hp.d been conscious of the gre:->t legacy 

of le?.rning which his nosition entrusted him with, rem~rked 

thA.t the problems of the day hAd become different 

from nAst times. His teaching weIl reflected this. 

., . . , 

C abd Allah al-Shaykh a.l-Nakhli' had taught C'abd al-~amid ibn 

24. (abd al-Hamïd ibn Badrs stated, in él. speach he gave in TÜÏlis 
in 1937, thé".i 'abd Allah al-Shaykh al-Nakl-:.lï wa.s among those resp
onsible for the Rena.is!~ance of the Maghrib. See al-Shihab, June 
1937, 'O. 228. In contrp.st, he hAd not missed any opnortunity to 
condemn th0 rigidity in teaching at the Zaytüna. I~al-Shihab, 
October 1934, pn. 480-481, he hnd w?rn"'d the C'Ulama of growing 
foreign to the ~u~~an and the Sunna. In al-ShihP.b, December 1933, 
p. 520, he h~n gone aS far as accusing some zaytTInIs of ignorance. 
l,{ore tvrtinent to the sta te of teaching at the Zaytiina h~d been 
the rem~rks \"rhich ~ere ltù':!de in the Yea!"book of the Asso~iA.tion 
of Algerian CUl~ ; their Si8il 1!u')ta'Tlar Janf-Ivvat al- Ulamà") 
al-'.fuslimIn al-Jaza irïyYIn,onst"!ntine, 1935, 'O. 17: thei'" 
tenchers sin1c ioto futile discussions ~nd concent!"r!te on i!"!"ele'7-
~nt con~roversies which 'Tlnde the student lose t!"ack of the imuort
ant nroblem to be de~.lt with. These remr>rks !'lre not to be attrib
uted solely to the Zaytüna. They characterized aIl trnditional 
education in the ~slim Wo!"ld ln the 20th. century. 
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Discovering Fundamenta1ism 

'abd a1-Hamrd ibn BadYs's inte1lectual e~e~ience, at the feet 

of 'abd Allâh al-Shaykh al-Nakhlï, had intensified his initial 

anxiety. He continued to correspond with Hamdan al-Shaykh a1-
• 

Wanïsi' in Arabia. He h~d mepnwhile encountered the Ibàd! from . 

Wë:dI' Mizab, Mru:aJIlI1lad al-Thnmïn!, at the Zaytüna. The la.tter, also 

a student, had introduced him to al-Bashïr Safarr and the Khald-
• 

üni~Ja. Cabd al-~amld ibn B~drs's first exryerience with th~ 

Srlaf!yya ?.n:ovement a~pepred to quench the thirst which his inner 

tensions had so far caused him. 

The Khaldünryya had r&nidly deTeloped into a full-fl~dged 

26 

institution of higher 1earning • The subjects it taught were 

26. The founder and director of the Khaldünïyya, al-Bashïr ~~farr 

(1864-1917) hëJd edi ted the n~wso~ner al-l:Hidira. ever since i ts cre

ation in 1887. A discinle of lJal}rnud Q,abbt!'du the db'ector of the 

S~diqïyya and of Abü ~abd Allah al-Sanüsï (1840-1901), the editor 

of the offici~l n~wso~~er a1-Ra)id al-Rasmï (founded on 6 A~ril 

1870), a1-Bashïr Safarr renresented the second generation of Tun

isi?~s exnosed to·the West. Both MahrnUd Oabbadu and al-SanüsI' ~re 

re~iniscent, in their resnonse ta Eürooe; of the Egy~ti~ RiraCa 

Rc~fic a1-rn~tàwï (on him see A. Eourani, Arabic Thought in the 

Liberal Age, 1798-1939, Oxford, 1962, and I. Abu-Lughod, ~ 
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Badfs the essential methodology about the Science of Exegesis. 

In the face of change, he hB.d urged each of his students to make 

use of his intellect to reconcile the problems of the day with 

Revelation. About the vRlue of earlier tafsïrs and over the quest-

ion of conflicting interpTet~tions of the s~me revelation, he 

condoned the ra)y of the (alim. In so doing, he had severed the 

ché'.in of tra.di t ionR l le?rning of his fe:' low CUlama.'" a.nd :hj ected 

in the study of religion this element of thaghrryya which char-

25 

acterized the Andp.lusian Muslims of yesteryears • 

25. Cabd al-~3mId ibn Badïs quotes c abd Allah al-Shaykh al-NakhlT 

as saying to him: 'tIj'al dhihnak mi~fat li h~dhihi al-asalIb al

muCaooada. wa hlidhihi al-aowal al-mukhtalifa wa ~dhihi al-ara~ 

al-mudtariba yasqut al-saâit wa yabna al-salih wa tastarih ••• ' '. 

See ai':'ShihRb, Juné-July 1938, p. 290. It·is évident that·the 

type of ré.'tionalism advocl:!.ted here is thê.t of the mu,ltahid and 

the o~inion that of the USïl. The word tastarih is to be attrib

uted to the anxiety which abd al-~mYd ibn BàdIs continued to 

display throughout his forlllRtivè ye~rs. 
A word on the thnghrl'yya of Andalusian Islam. It w~s b~ought to 

my attention by M~d al-Fa.~il al-Sheykh ibn CAshUr. Acco~ding 

to him, the ~rshlands of Soain (al-thaghr al-aCla) had in tilled 

alertnes'- ~nd rel?~ive openness in th~ muth~ghir. The greater the 

thre?t, the stronger should the response of the M~slims to the 

dangers which wRtch-d them from èeyond the Pyrennes and from Cast

ille become. The nroblem of the Ul..a~ of Tü~is, in the 20th. 

centuI"Y, is that they snw not such d:ln~ers. Cabd Allell Rl-Shr>"kh 

al-Nr>~lT, on the con:rary, WRS well ?ware o~ the imrylic~tionB 

of European "1ower for the ~usli"nB, i f ~e .judg,= fro~ whr- t Cnbd 

al-~amr1 ibn Bndis imrylies. 
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scientific at first. Soon, the tee.ching of history ha.d taken 

nrecedence over arithmetic, algebra, nhysies or chemistry. Its 

tep..chers were obviously acquainted wi th the rest of the Muslim 

World but their knowledge of Eurone made them distinct from those 

of the Zaytüna. In the building which housed the Khalduniyya, 

behind the Q,a~aba, only two hundred yards a.\va.y from the Olive 

Mosque, they lectured on the ri se and fall of the Muslims, on 

the science of the Eurooeans and on the imnact which the French 

discovery of Eurone, Princeton, 1963). They had published their 

travellogs. An excernt from ~hmÜd rabbâdu's Diwan, Tunis, 1877, 

II, p. 21, which weIl con~Teys their onen attitude towards Eurone, 

deserves renroduction here: "F?Jnan yajulsU khubran urûbba wa 

rnulkahe. wa larn yataghalp:hrü fi al-masani fahmuhu, f~dhiika. fi knwni 

al-balDhati dajinun wa fi rnRjdi al-Cidati yulhihi hulmuhu, wa. man 

lr')zirnD a.l-awtâna asbl=lhr;; ke al-kalla bi ma.nbp..tihi manmahu tha.mmata 

hnt!!luhu, hum· gharf'.su da.wh al-ta.mma.duni mp.r"ahu al-riyada wa al- 'ïlrn 

âl-tél.blcï khadamuhu, fa kanp. V'hum fi zillihi mutaoayyalun min 2.1-

sp.wli :vuhmB. bi al-ma.k~)idi atmuhu, Ja: YRjmul yP.. ahle. al-lf-;fizati 

annahum yabzanuna. fakhrr-n lana kana fakhmuhu, laqad fatana fi 

ba.di ?l-ra)y sawbun~_ wa ashfl'! li 'umri an yufawwat kh~tmuhu". 

al-Bashïr S~fRrr hp.d, no doubt, ret~dned such an outlook tow"rds 

the sciencès from Eurone. H~ wa.w, me?nwhile, the uroduct of the 

French 'rotectorete See J. Ganiage, ~es ori ines du Protectorat 

~rRn ais en T nisie 1861-1881, ?aris, 1959 • He as weIl DS the 

firs b~tch of gr!'ldur>tes from the ~adiqïyya who h .. d returned in 

1882 ~rom Fr:mce "Nere being m..,de awa.re of the Ï!!l'11ic-:-tions of 

Euronr> for the Uuslims of Tunisia. The KhalàünTyya, which owed 

its n~e to ibn ~ldün, co~ld in the !!lind o~ its members nr07-

ide the Tunisi~~s with whnte7er they l~cked in the funun of the 

Euro~eans while, nt the sp.~ time, they could ~reserve their 

own identity. 
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and the British were hp.ving on Islam. 

27 

The Kha1dunÏ,yya was known·in Tünis for its sa1afI tendencies 

Its 1ibrary offered up to date materia1 on the fundamenta1ist 

1iterature from EgylJt, in nartièu1ar. Its members T)rofessed their 

a11egÜmce to the ideas of a1_CUrwa a1-Wuthga. The rift which 

had begun over the true Isl~m a.nd which o1')T)osed the Sa1af'ïs, 

among the Tunisiens, to the ( U1ama'"") of the Zaytuna 'grew irrep-

arable in time. 

27. Sha,ykh },ruhrunmad cAbdü hp.d visi ted Tünis twice, in 1894 when 

he fo11owed J;m1H a1-Dïn Afghani to Paris end in 1903 on his way 

b~ck to Egyut. He h:"ld been the guest of nl-Bashïr Safarr end his 

ci~c1e on-both oocasions. The audience he attracted was mostly 

fro~ the 9adiq!yya ?~d very few zavtunïs wou1d have attended the 

talks he ~a.ve at the Khaldünïyya.The last visit the Egyntian 

thinker !'rl~.de to TUnis was re~ol'ted in al-Manar, 22 October 1903, 

and R. Rida' s TarIkh a1-Ustadh a1-Sh~ykh tlu1]a.mmad CAbdü, CtÜro, 

1931, p~. -870-874. Its imrynct on the h~bitues of the Khaldüniyya 

was consi erab1e, if we judge from the content of an allocution 

which Cabd al-l1mnrd ibn B5d!s l'!lA.de in ce1ebrp.tion of the me!'rlory 

of a1-Bash!'r Sàfa!"r (see a1-Shihab, J'lne 1937, u. 227). The Kha1d

ünIyyahad not' on1y !'rlade tne sciences of Europe avail~.ble to the 

~~isi8ns. It went to great 1enghts to show thrt Isla~ h~d never 

onnosed these sciences. On the contrary, it we1comed the!'rl. It is 

the CU1ama) of the Zaytüna who h~d onposed nrogress in Tunisia. 

Their obscurantist attitude w~s being cou~led with their own 

un-Isla~ic views over the ryrob1e~B of faith. Cabd a1-R~mid ibn 

B5:"dIs .,ointed out, in ye:-t !"nother context, in al-Shih1Îb, Janu2ry 

1937, p. 442, thr>..t fundé"ln"?nt:"lism only repched the Znytuna in 

1937 whi"n ?bl1 alla t al-Z~ytüna, ed. ?!.~a"!'.m~d Uukh~Rr ibn ~l:ù).."!lüd, 

ec:~or'd the first sa1efY views in the ~.~drasa .• Ee attributed +:ohis 

c~~n~e to the influence which the Y.hr-ldünTyya had hr-~ on :he 

students ~nd the te~cherB of the medicv.l institution. 
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The Kha.ldüni'yya blamed the Madre sa. of the Olive Mosque for 

the decadence of Tunisian society. The teachers of the Zaytuna. 

had allowed the Believers to sink into misbelief and ignorance 

as soon a.s they aba.ndoned the Word of the Q~urJa.n for the nreach-

ing B.nd ter ching of Ahma.d Tijani and the exemnle of the Salef for -
tha.t of the Mystics. (' abd a1-":arnïd ibn Badis, who had comr to 

rea.li7e thnt there was no difference between his Q".'m fe.i th p..,nd 

th~t of the Iba~ï, M~ammad al-ThRminï, was imuressed by the 

~osition of the fundamnntalists on belief. He frequented the 

libra.ry at the Kha.ldüni'yya regul~rly and he B.vidly repd the journ-

aIs which the Zaytüna would order under no circumstance. 

Nationp..lism hnd also sr"'ung fro!:! wi th in the Kha.ldünTyya. 

The exemnle of France's misch1ef throughout its ~uslim territ-

orins was self evident. Europe ought to be repeDed for the threat 

it nosed Isl?m in Tunisie 
28 

• C abd al-iinmïd ibn B?:dTs hp.d f ound 

28. Du~in~ t~e riots which breught, in 1908, the t~libs of th~ 
Zaytün~ t:::re'J~ tl:e tortuous ~lleys o~ the !'!l~drnr: te deno:-.:-:tr:"O te 
a t t!:e ~orte de ?rF. nce in fpvour of educ~; t ional refor:ns, th p 

~~~ldün~rYa ~~d bpen influenti~l in involving tr.~ spdiciens on 
the side of t~e de!'!lOnstrAtors. C~ies o~ i~~e~e~de~ce ~rni11y 
drowned ~t:-_"?rs. ;l~nnwhile, the ;'_~r·bic T~·'"SS Wé'S beinv r,' ~·t}y 
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the members of the Khaldùnryya more acqua.inted with the situation 

within A1geria than he himself had ever been. Their interest in 

hdls country st'emmed from i ts vicinit:v to their ovm, from thoir 

'!JB.n-IsIFl.mic 8.wareness but also from their apprehension of Wh2t 

they were convinced would eventuPlly hRnpen to them as the Fr-

ench Protectora.te over Tunisia. becmne better entrenched. The 

young constantinois could not but becomp impressed with aIl 

su ch new and annealing ideFls. 

Prelude te Publicity 

Cabd al-{!amï'd ibn BadI's' s forYlléJ.l training had ended. The 

influenced by the ide:--s which nrevrtiled at the Khl'l.ldünl.yya.. Thp. 
moto of al-Ra.lid nl-Rpsmï, "Eubb al-wFltan min RI-iman" emanted 
for:n tr.e Khnldnnryya .• The journal of thë Association of the ~adiq
ï'Y'.1a :''.lumn1s, al-'!b..1::l11a al-Sa.diorvva (founded in 1906) Rleo refl
ected the b:-rmd of Islamic n~.tionpl ism which chF r: c terized KhFlld
ûnï'yya thinking. Cabd al-~~~Td ibn Bpdls reMP.rked in Tünis, on 28 
lL"ly 1937, thllt he owed al-Bpshïr ~~fRrr to h~ve diecovered the 
history of the ~~rib. Ut~~n ?l_YAcàk taught l:ng~hily at the 
Khpldünï:yya. Uo doubt, the el'!1nh?sis which this institution Inid 
on the great ~luslim n~· st and on conditions fe- i ts :-egene:-p tion 
will h~ve h~d their own reoercussions on th- n:- tionpl :-?w:'ren'-,ss 
of plI Tunisipns. 
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experience of li.&"e would just begin. In 1912, h"", had undertB.ken 

the voyage to the M?shriq. Performing the nilgrimage to Ma.kka 

renresented an undenir>ble exuerience for him as for every l:ruslim. 

He had bid:his fRther, his su ouse and his relptives fRT'ewell as 

29 
he embarked from Algie'rs to Marseille, Alex?ndria B.nd J"adda 

I}arndan a.l-Shp.ykh al-VlanïsT, his aging tep cher, h~d been ex-ç>ecting 

him when he reD>ched 1ïba, nea.r Ma.kldi:. As his tutor.t s guest, (abd 

al-Ha.mId ibn Bâ:dïs found thpre Ma:wla.na Mahmüd a.l-Hasan Deobandî, . . 
30 

the Indian founder of thp J"~mClyyat al-An~ar • The encounter 

with both th'--se CUlama") nroved decisive to the young Algerian. 

29. CD.bd al-lia.m"ïd ibn BàdTs hEd m~rried his cousin Yumna bint 
~abd al-Karim ibn Badïs while hl'" wps still in Türiis. She bore him 
a son, Ismaell, who died while m:",niryulr>ting a. fire n::-m in the 
fn.mily douar (f~rm) of al-T!aria. Cabd al-Hamïd ibn Bp.dïs lpter 
divorced his wife in order-to free himsell from aIl oblip~tions 
Flnd dedicr>.te his life to his work. 

30. See al-Shih~, June-J"uly 1938, n. 289. 
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The objectives of India' s Muslim l\fptionalists héi,d been to 

burry the differences which existed between the various Islam-

ic cornmuni ties so thFlt IslRm stand strong 1'md united against 

31 
the Christians from Britain • This si tua,tion bore similé'!.ri t-

ies wi th Algeria ... where the various Tariaa.s, Madhhabs and the Thadïs .. - . 

fought against one anothrr. Cabd al-ijamïd ibn Bë:'dIs may hA,ve be-

come depressed at this situation as indicRtes his inclinption 

at the time to remAin in the ~ijp.z. He was enjoined to return 

to Algeria. wh:?re he belonged and where he wa,s needed most by the 

Cu - ) H d- Sh kh W - - '1r_ '?,r--

two eIder lama,. fl.m a,n a,l- ay 8.1- an~s~ and .I.~,wla,na, oil.é1J:1mud 

al-Hasan. His teacher hfld hirn sweRr, furth~rrnore, that he would 

n~ver pccent emnloyment from France in Al~eria. 

(abd al-~amTd ibn B?dïs had sto~d briefly in Cairo on his 

31. On Mnwl?~a MP.bmüd al-Hasan Deobandr (1851-1920), also known 

as Shaykh al-Hind; see Ziya-ul-~asan Fpruor, The Deoband School 

and th~ demand for Pakistan, Bombay, 1963, p. 46. Also, Hafeez 

lItâlik, Yoslem NRtionalisrn in India and Paldstnn, Wa,shington, 1963. 

He wa,s known as a nan-Islamist and had COr.lC
. to ArAbia. to est::blish 

contacts wi th the Ottompns ?,gainst the British. 
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way home. He visited, in Hi1wan, She;.ykh Muhe,ITl..'!lad Bakhlt a1-MutI Cr, . . . 
ç 

the friend of ShR.ykh Ullfle.mmad Abdü and an ernminent te:"lcher e.t 

32 

al-Azhar. He IJlf.ly ha,ve met wi th Sh:=tykh Re.shId Rida • His concern 

in Egvnt was to strengthen his own Sa1p.fi" position. He ha.d, indeed, 

made up his mind to teach Islam unon his return to Constantine. 

(" abd a1-Hamid ibn Bë:d1s had, no doubt, changed when he reached 

his father' s house. His femily ha.d noticed his str;:mge beha.viour •. 

He 1ed an ascetic life and wou1d only use objects which were of 

trnditional A1gerian manufacturing. He ht1d also developed friend-

ships with Ibadrs from Constantine end his freouent encounters 

33 

with them embarassed his entourRge • 

Cabd al-He.mTd ibn BRdrs remained litt le known, during this 

32. See al-ShihPb, FebruaI""] 1936, o. 608. ShP.ykh 1!u{la:mnad Bp.khït 

al-~tïC.I, a salnfï, is th~ author of He.oïoat al-Islam wa uaü1 a.l

Hikél.m; Cniro, 1926. About any encounter whicn (p..bd nl-na.:n'Id ibn 

Bad1s~"'v hrve hnd wi th Rashïd Rida, no evidence could be found of 

i t in a1'-Shiht>:b. (" a.bd al-Ramld ibn B~dTs read al-lla.nar in Tünis 

and ther~ is no doubt whatsoever thRt he did know of its editor 

and would h~ve att~mnted, while in Cairo, to ~eet him. Uy guess 

is th:;t Rashïd ~i~~ mny weIl h~ve been in Syrie. at the time. 

33. The Ibë:dis from Wlrd1" ~lizab hPd succeeded to control the ~ro

ceries trpde 0;' Alo:e~ia. J.. conmruni t~, of the ir me~bers W9.S settled 

in Constantine. They custom:->rily lr.ft thF' ir wi;'es nnd cnildrpn 

in t-he W-a.dï ~~i7.Pb. They re~re0ented a hip:hly weIl kni t I7rou"'l in 

wh~ tev~r c i ~in s t!lr~' moved to. 
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~eriod, and not until the incident of the Mosque of Srdï a1-Akhd~r 

did the genera1 'Oublie come to hear of him. He hp.d grown accust-

omed to snend Most of his de.y at that mosque. He nreached and 

1ectured on various subj ects in between ~rayer times. His a.udience 

wa.s small and irregu1flr a1though his reputation hF'.d spread to an 

ever widening circ1e of peo~le. When the nractice was brought to 

the attention of the Mufti of the city, a1-Maw1üd al-Sh~.ykh ibn 

Ma.whub, the digni ta.ry who had resented the spec ia1 nermission 

which a.l-lJusta.fa. ibn Bii'dis secured to send his son to the Za.ytUna 

to study took it unOD himself to interrunt wha.t wa.s seen as an 

i1lega1 practice on the n~rt of the young Ca1im• After the Ca.sœ. '") 

nra.yers, when C abd al-~amrd ibn .clâ'dis ha.d resumed his discourse, 

al-Haw1ud n1-Shpykh ibn Mawhûb ordered him ex?"lled from the 

34 
mosque • 

!iews of this action by the !.!uftI hp.d ranid1y s'Oreade p..l-1lustFlfn. 

ibn B~d~s considered it FI~ insu1t to his house. uurin~ a visit 

34. Se~ al-Shih~, June 1934, p. 345. 
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which he paid the Oi ty of A1giers, hp hB.d secured suec icll uerm-

ission for his son to teach at the f~mily mosque of Sïdï Qammüsh. 

This wa.s the first time Islam would be taught outside the official 

schools which the State contrdled. Mul:ammad al-~a.li~ Rama<;an, one 

of Cabd al-~amïd ibn Bâdïs' s earliest assistants, could remn.rk 

th8.t, on the dey u"rmission was grented for him to s'9read the 

knowledge of Islam freely, the French sowed themselves the seeds 

of Algerian indenen~ence. 
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(abd a1-Hamïd ibn Badis is best described as a man of action. 

As soon as he was commi tted towards dedica.ting his life to Alg-

eria' s revival, he tirelessly ha.d underta.ken, from 1925 till his 

dea.th, to teach, to ureach and to wri te. His interests remained 

focused uuon the regeneration of his society, although his conc-

erns rRnged from those of the educetionist to those of the "001-

itical agitator. 

Cabd al-.namld ibn B8:dïs had assumed a role which restricted 

him neither to thRt of the ideologue who formulates for his 

com.'!lUnity a n-w system of thouRht, nor to tha.t of the activist 

whose endl~ss energies move the mass of the neoule from their 

tr"di tion~ 1 inertie.e. The imnpct of French calo !'lia.lism on Alg-

erip h~d caused ?ny reformism to meet the consequences of West-

ern n~esence on more th~n one ~lnne. It is in order to resist 

th'" i~..,l ic -. t ions of 'French Alp'e :"i~ fo~ i t s ~.!:usl im no"Oulr> t ion 
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'" 
th?.t Cabd al-Harold ibn Radis would teach at timps, preach at , 

tirnes and orgpni'2:e for social and "Oolitical reforms nt tirnes. 

The Educationist 

It had not ta.ken long before the school which Cabd al-:tIalIlTd 

ibn BadIs had e sta.b1ished on the premices of the f~mi1y mosque 

of Sïdï Q.arnmüsh reél.ched full c?'>1JAcity. In less than two yeéJrs, 

th~ number of his students rose to fourty and more. In 1913, a 

new authorization was secured to extend 'abd a1-~amTd ibn Bë.dïs's 

1 
teR ching to the l~rger masque of Sîd"ï a1-Akh~a.r • He returnr-'d 

to the very nla.ce from which the Mufti, al-MFl.wlüd ibn Mawhüb, 

h1'!d exnelled him. The honour of his ffl.ther was, at last, res-

tored. 

C ~.bd al-Eamïd ibn BitdIs' s two schools wert:· not the only nrim-

f"lry ones in l,;onst~ntine at the time. The Vadrasa, of course, r~n 

1. See ~l-Shih~, Jun~-July 1938, p. 303. 



'. ~ 

-164-

i ts own, whe!'e the youth "Ore"Oa,red for higher trpdi tiona.1 educ-

ation. There p..1so existed in the city 2, branch of the Zaytüna. 

Thr:? shortage of schoo1s was such th::Jt the existing fev,T were 

being f100ded Vii th nunils. Among cabd a1-EamTd ibn Bàdïs' s .. 

own, there ha,d been a few sons of mugaddams from the Constp..nt-

inois whom the reputrtion o~ the Ben Bpdïs attr~cted. ~ost of 

his 1Ju"1ils rem~ined, however, "Ooor and thp.y we1comp d the free 

2 
educa.tion which was being offered to them • 

In 1917, (abd a1- I .i.amïd ibn Badïs hpd introduced second::;ry educ-

9.tion at the nublic mosaue of Sïdï Fath Allah. His re-putntion was 
, . 

now wel1 established in Canst~ntine. His seniormost students ass-

2. Under th.-- rectorshi"1 of TMi1' pl-Shryk!1 ibn (Ashür, brr>nches 
or furû" of' th~ Zaytûnp. hr'd "been estrbl'ished throughout Tunisia 
and on? suC{!1. branch found its w[lY into Constentine. It was run 
by Cabd é'.l-Alï ;:Jl-Sh~ykh al-Akhd::!rï. Th!'" demr."!.nd fo~ educntion, 
whic:l the no"Oul-tion exnlosion 8nà the trend towards u~b~ni2~tion 
hrd b~oup:~t r:bout, c0uld still not be met. Amon;; Cabd ~l-~::1.,Id 
ibn B;-dIs's own students were a few we-lthy individll~lls sûch [lS 
nl-fud~vl p.l-'Nprt~l~ni, 'Um~'r D~rdür, SpCid al-Sr;-lihT end lJu.\18"1"':nd 
ihn ~i-ZpY"'ful. 'l'hev were the excention rrthpr th~n thp 1'111e.· l 
o~e much cf thp i:1'form:- tion on C"abd F l_.L~-m!r: ibn Bf?':iIs :he educ~ t
ior.ist to ~:uh:->~J'!'L~d fJl-SFlih R~m.rd;;n ?n'! °to .. t::lCïm :-> ·_':'j~cT'!lr 77!:O 
studied unier him. The'~or~' r l~ter r:s~isted hi"1 in his te~ching. 
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isted him in his tepching. In 1918, a. French l~ngup_ge course wes 

offered fo~ the first time outside government sunervised schools. 

Tha.t same yeRr, the first Muslim Schoo1 for Girls was also found-

ed which Wps locr'ted in a. house a.t Sïdï Bü Ma.zc.a • The financial 

assistance to aIl these schools was orovided by 'abd al-~amId 

ibn Badïs' s fa.thp.r and by contributions from the city' s mF'rch-

3 
ants • 

Thp. con tent of C a.bd al-l:i:amTd ibn Bad"Is' s teaching was as imp-
• 

ortl'mt as was its exnansion in Uonsta.ntine. Cabd al';ilam'id ibn 

BadI's hnd rem~ined critica1 of that education which was current 

in the i'.rag.~rib. He worked to correct i t a.t aIl levels in his 

3. A.n I"s-oci~tion for Educ~tion and Leprning (.Ta.nFïyy;:Ü 31-Tarbïyya 
wa 8.1-Ta Cl!'m) hr:d been ~ounded by Cabd 1'l.1-1t?.mïd ibn B~drs in Const
antine to chpnnel funds fo~ his scnools. It ryrovided for un to 360 
nunils. In 1934, the student fund (sandfio Rl-tal~ba) could be cred
ited with 27.271 frp.ncs. When (abd al-Ha.mïd ibn B~dïs l'ft the ~Dr
ent"l hone, he moved to a housp. in S'ïdT JP.lis then to a l"rge.:- one 
on Avenue Fa.T'olli. In his baBement, his ooorest stuàent"3 fror.1 out
sirie the city were offered free lodp,'ing. 1.11 his nunilS, merrnwrüle, 
re~eived brend cou,ons which were distributed every ?rià~y. See 
pl-Shih~b, An.:-il 1936, p. 103. Also, a n~~nhlet oublishAd by 
Boy-Sc'Juts '.~usul:-npns d'Alg';rie, in a special nU'!lber of thp. J..oril
~·!pi 1950 issu~ o~ el-Hnyat and entitl'd "J\u:our de l':;nni'rr:;rs:]ir~ 

du Cheikh Ben Badis". 
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teaching. In the first nlélce, it was imnerative that the educa.tor 

revert to the Qur')Rn a.nd the Sunna which hpd been abandoned for 

subjects which were derived from the Scrirytures of Islam. At 

the sa.me time, there Wé".S li ttle noint in burdening the mind of 

the nunil with memorized verses which he could not comnrehend. 

The correct teaching of Islam required th8t it become understood 

by the Believer. The nuroose of Muslim education was, indeed, 

4 

tha:' of developing the socia.1 consciousness of every Algerian • 

In 1936, ('abd al_.L.i.arnïd ibn Badïs' s efforts had cu1"tlinated in 

the openil1g of the first non-official Madrasa in Algeria. The 

breach which the French conquest had c~.used to grow in Islp.mic 

educption between lower r'nd hip:.her le8rning had been mended and 

~~~d~n al-Shpykh ~l-W~nIsï's dream couli become replit~'. al-Madrasa 

al-Badïs!yya, on Alexis Lambert street, '''ouli aim at nre'1 P :!'"ing 

the students from Sïdï' Qa."!IDlüsh, SïdT al-.Akf1d~r and SIdT Fp.th All~ 

4. See nl-Shih~, Octob~r 1934, nu. 480-481. 
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towards higher learning 5. 

As in the less advl'1nced stp,ges of his teR.ching, (' abd al-Ifa."YlTd 

ibn Badïs' s reformism. was also most apparent at the BadI"sïyya. 

The em"1hél,sis on comnrehension of thr: various discirylines was 

being reiterated. It Wél,S of litt le use that one study the liter-

ature about the religious sciences if one failed to understand 

these sciences. Tra.di tional education inva.riably congested the 

mind of the talib. Many issues which had become irreleTant were 

sti 1,1 trea,ted in AlI seriousneas a.nd ~t the exnense of the real 

issues. (abd al-Hamïd ibn Badïs urged his fellow tepchers to 

revert to the sources of ReligiDn. Th~ studies of Tradition, Ex-

egesis or Jurisnrudence, for inst~nce, could serve their nuroose 

best if only they were being nerceived as the means for achieving 

6 
knowledge of ~evelption • 

5. See al-Shih8b, Au~st 1936, p. 43. 

6. See al-Shihab, June-July 1938, n. 188. 
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The A1gerian ~vrus1im Press 

'"abd a1-~ia..mïd ibn B~dIs t s responsibili ties in teaching hp.d 

not impa,ired the nr::lctice he made of 'O:"erlching at the Friday 

prayers, in the mosque of SIdï F8.t~ Allah. In his sermons, he 

waB didactic Cl.t times, or e1se he commented on questions of 

actuali ty. He used the clas:·:ic~ü 18.ngupge and coD.oquial Arabic 

interchangeably. This was a nove1ty among the khatrbs and oroved 

refreshing to his audiences who had become accustompd to the 

tyne of khutba they cou1d not comorehend. An ever growing number 

of Believers cp.me to li~ten to the controversip.l young (5lim. 

Thp.V were attra.cted by Cabd al-··amI'd ibn BRdrs thn more so 

that thp. ;.~uftï of Constantine ke1"Jt un the attack on his ncrson. 

c ?.bd 2.1-·:a!Ilïd ibn Bndrs, mep.nwhile, regulr>rly frequented the 

Café de la Brêche, Alexis Lambert street, wh~re he met with the 

youth of his liking. He conversed abo'.lt the decadence of the 

'!usli-ns é1nd reaned SV!!l'1~~thv 8nd ~ecop' .ition in retu:,n. In 1921, 

the editor of CanGt~ntine's first d~ilv new'o~oer in the Ar~bic 
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le.ngup..ge, Màmi:> Isma"!l, had invi ted him to col1aborpte wi th 

JR.rïdat al-Na,j~. Cabd al-l!-arnid ibn Bâd1S would carry a. week1y 

column in which he would express his opinions. 

(abd a1-Harnïd ibn Ba.dTs' s associa.tion with a1-NR,Hih was short . . 
-c lived. His khatarat al-usbu touched u!)on the controversia1 

Mus1im no1icies of Frp.,nce and brought censorshin over him. In 

1923, "a.bd nl-~amrd ibn BRdrs who discovered the grept value of 

j ourna1ism ha.d discussed the uassibi1i ty of founding a newsoa.per 

of his own ".'i th (abd al-Hafïz a1-Jannan and Ahmad Abü ShR.ma1, 
• • 

both hr>bitués of the cRré de la. Br~che. His own f!'ther cou1d 

sUUDort the venture financüll1y. a1-Zuwawr ibn a1-Jayshï, the 

7 
nrinter at al-Npjâh wou1d assist on the technica1 side • 

• 

7. Inform~üion on the Ale;erip.n ~lus1ill Press is enti 1"e1y o'.7ed to 
a1-Zuw~wï ibn a.l-Jayshr lBe1guechi), nresent1y in charge of the 
busine ss. Ou t of the tot~.l cani ta1 of 7. 800 fr~ncs, a1- '.!:u~ta .. ~a. 
ibn B~dis h~d underwr1tten one th1Td o~ the initial investment. 
Th'? nrinting uress was ordered from FrRnce and the Arabic chnre.ct
ers were acouired fro!!l the C~tho1ic Press in Beirut (nrob~bly wp.s 
the type of nrinting th~t of linotyne p1though the d~te ~ould 
tend to frvour 1ithogranhy more; it certrin1~ was not of the offset 
type). Cabd al-Hpmïd ibn B;'d'is waB the new~:n~n"'r's m~in con:rib
utor. Er.> wrote âbout j1urnr-1ism, in Rl-Shih--b, 15 liove!!lber 1326, 
p. 1, in "a1-~r>1Jfifp p.1-'ArabI'yva rn~ Ip-hFl wa. !%lA Ca1aYha": hiv:i 
1is~n ~l-d~~rr al-n;tio ••• 

i 
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The Algerian Muslim Press, situ~ted at 13 Alexis ~ambert 

Strept, issued its first weekly newspaner on 2 Ju1y 1925. Its 

name was a1-!'lfuntaa id, the cri tic. It claimed to s'Oeak for the 

A1gerian youth. It would concern itself with aIl which could 

8 
affect the A1gerian homeland • 

Cabd al-Hamld ibn .J.)r;-dïs was a1-Munta.aid' s editor. His contrib-

utions to the newsoaner were also the Most imnortant. He hp,d 

em'Ohasized, from the very first issue, the theme of reform in 

A1gerü~.' s indigenous society. His style was clpar R.nd concise. 

As had been the case in his teaching and his ore~ching, his obj-

ect rem~ined to nrovoke the understnnding of the major Alge=-ian 

issues to his readershiu. 

Th~ criticisms which al-Muntaaid advanced nert~ined to every-

one whose actions concerned AIFeria. ~either the secular nor the 

8. The c~...,tion of r>1-'luntao1d read as follows: " c::I-mun~n.oid 
.j ~ ~id? hurrn. W~ tanr:vya taCm:lI li saCa.da t ~ l-u,"'!"C"!la al-.j ~ z~?'ïrryya 
bi !!IUs~l-adat faransa ~l-dblUor?tïvva .j-'~'!dr· si:v~s1:V"a tr>.hdhib"tyya 
in tiondt'ra sr .... '1c~ruhn ?l-h::o fawaa kulla ah"!d wa r: l-wr> tpn op.ola 
kulla. sh~y) ta.sdurha n"lkh:iba min:>1-sh.-~bTh3 ~l-j~'za"ïrtY'Jin sn.bihr:t 
n.l-kh~~Is min kulli usbûC, t. • 
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religious leD.ders of that country YTere spared in the n p wsp8per' s 

edi torials. The French were also castiga ted for their shp.re of 

resDonsibility to weaken the culture of the Algerians~ On 18 

October 1925, the nineth number of al-!'/Iuntagid had left the 

uress. The Government seized aIl i ts conies a.nd wi thdrew i ts 

licence. No reason hpd been given although it is clear th~t 

the French could not annrove of its content nny longer. 

C abd al-hpmïd ibn Badïs had rem8 ined unmoved by the se izure 

of his neWSD['!.ner. On 12 December 1925, a new weekly had been 

issued. al-ShihP.b was ite name. Ite circulation was increased 

to fifteen hundred copies from the initial eight hundred of 

al-~untaaid. Its objectives ~ou1d remain the same as those of 

9 
its defunct predecessor • a1-ShihRb 1eft the Algerian Mus1im 

9. The c"'"')tion of ::ü-Shihti.b (Tlle ..ieteor) h!">C1 ret?ined the obj

ectives of :::.l-'.{un:p.gid. On 16 JJecember 1926, only the shane of 

~he newsnaner chr-nged. It remained a week1y. In 1929, n1-Shihab 

was m,"'.de into a !!lonth1y. rts C~Dtion was also ch~nged ~.nd re~d: 

, 'a1-si1ih~ r.1.,j~11a islr;mïY'.ra jp,za')lrTyya shr-hrïyya t~b{l::th fi 

kul r.1P.. yurn.aaI ~1-!!lus1illrn al-jp.za.:>rrTyyin tu~d"'r bi aussan~ïna 

p:hurrnt kulla sh~hr n~1!L"'rl m?bda)una fi p1-islah 2l-dInï W? ::>1-

duniyawI' '. In ; . .,ril 1939, ~ü-Shih?'ib h~ d ::do.)ted the for!!l~' t of 
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Press undisturbed by the authori ties and wa.s distributed to an 

ever growing number of subscribers in Constpntine and in the 

Const8ntinois a.nd, for the first time, throughout the rest of 

Algeria .• 

The CalI for Algeria.n Uni ty 

ThA war of words which '"abd a.l-Hamid ibn Endrs kent ury 

with the l~uftr of Constantine hpd interfered little with his 

own attemnts to bring the Algerian factions closer to one an-

oth"'r. His numerous contacts v:ith the IbadIs ma.de him much . 
cri tic ized by his fellow Algeripns. D.I-Uuntaaid Rond al-Shihab 

hnd been c~r~ing the articles of such urominent Kh7rijïs from 

Algeri~ as Sh:1.ykh Ibrph'Irn A~fiyyash. (' ~bd al-~~mrd ibn .oë:'dïs, who 

fr"iled not to rem;:>rk th", grea.t similr.:rities whicil did exist bet-

ween th~ l!uslims of W~dï ?!.izab and the 1!uslims of the rest of 

Algerin, could not ~llow their differences ta stand in the w~y 

of ~ashrd ~id~'s :11-~n~r. The ~ol0 of the journ~l b~cr~e: "~l-h~r.~ 

wn. al_cadI wa pl-muJ akha.Ï1 fi i'ta. j'>m!c al-hu~üc li ~1-1~'.L'lrÜ.ina 

~a.'!JÜ bi jpmï' al-wa,jibàt". ;.. quote from ~llk ibn /.n~s ~:so :iru '~d 

under the c~~tion: "la yuslah akÏ1ir h~dhihi al-~~~. illa bi~~ 

saliha bihi aw ... ·aluha. ••• ".· . 
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10 
of unit y 

c abd a.l-Ham·rd ibn Bàdïs a.lso a:oDroached the various Mystical 

Brotherhoods. His friends amongst their lep.ders extended far 

beyond the Const~ntinois. He congratulated their mugaddams 

for their contribution to the suread of Islam. Thpir zawiyas 

remf'dned important centers of religious learning. If sorne 

t8rïaas had nurtured ignorance and misbelief among their members, 

such a situation could be remedied. Whnt counted MOSt wP.s that 

the v~rious MYstical Brotherhoods work hand in hend with the 

11 

CUla.ma.) so th~.t Islam be regenerated in Algeria • 

10. (abd al-Jjp.mîd ibn Bad1s had been acqupinted with the ide::s of 

Shaykh Ibrahim Atfiyyash through his friendship, in Tünis, with 

'~uhammn.d al-Thô.I!li"nI' and through readings of al-cUrwa al-Wuthaa. 

Thè movement which A tfiyyash ini tiô.ted in lChArij ism and whose slog

an Wél.S "back to the· sources" made it fundpmentalist. This move

ment c~~led foY' the revival of Curjanic duties and the eradication 

of heretical ure.ctices of Berber origine al-?luntaaid reuroduced 

an article by Atfiyyash on the u':ity of the Muslirns, in its 27 

August 1925 issùe, u. 1. On A~fiyyash (1820-1914) see J. Schacht, 

Atfiyash", li.E.l., I, u. 736, and P. Shin?r, "Ibadiyya ?nd Orthod

ox ~eformism in !.fodeY'n Algeria' " Scrinta Hierosolymi tan?., IX, :pp. 

97-120. On his works, see C. Brockelman, Geschichte ••• , SIl, 893. 

('abd al-!:p.m.id ibn B1'idïs' s views on the Ib~drs in IsHim, of which 

~ore wili be s~id, pre D~~tly found in al-Shihab, 10 ~ece~ber 1927, 

p. 5, in "Wa j oCa ln?>Jrum shuCübr>nwa aaba 5ila li taCarafu". 

Il. See a1-'.runtaoid, 3 Sentember 1920,po. 1-2, and 10 Se:Jtember 

1925, ". 2. !,lso, al-ShihFb, 23 June 1927, o. 1. 



-174-

With the Official CUlamâ'), (abd al-~amïd ibn Badls hp.d been 

as conciliatory. He could not conceive tha.t his work conflicted 

with theirs. It was the a.im of aIl CUlamâ" to s"Ç>read Islamic 

tepching to the Algeria.ns. His own work could not in any way 

threaten the religious establishment in Algeria. In fFct, his 

efforts in educntion should eventually benefit the institution 

of the Hadrasa as it would help it resist the inroads of French 

12 
schooling into Âlgeria • 

(' . -
a.bd al-.t1a..'ll1d ibn Bëdïs hnd also addressed himself to the 

Alg('ri~.n Fimmcial Delegl:tes. They were the sole renresentntives 

of the Al~erian ~eople in the Government. Their resnonsibilities 

towr-rds Alr.;eria's weIl being were th"refore greatest. It was 

im~er..,tive that they rp.lly aIl the elements of their society 

~round t~e~selves and assure them of their good fpith. Algeripns 

13 

counted unon them to de fend their interests • 

12. See al_Huntp..r.id, 3 Sentemher 1925, p. 1. In y~t :;not:;~r context, 

in ~l-Shihr>b, };~ve~ber 1929, p. 33, ('"abd al-;:a.rnrd ibn .3n"dïs cnll~d 

u~on tr.e CUl~~ of Const?ntir.e to deve10p into a full-fled~ed 

~.!Rdrp SR. 

13. See ~l-Shihrb, 17 Dece~ber 1925, n. 1. 
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Last but not least, Cétbd al-HRmTd ibn B,q:-dTs hpd invited the 

French educated Algeriens to unite with aIl reform minded elem-

ents in the country so tha.t their cornmon efforts bring about the 

much needed reforms. The Evolués were as interested as the rel-

igious and secu1ar 1eFlders of trp.ditiona1 Algeria to bring the 

regeneration of Algeria. about. They could not achieve this reg-

ener::;,tion by thf'mselves. Unit y of uuruose demanded thpt it be 

14 
accomry~nied by unit y of action • 

The exemule of Cabd al-",:Rmid ibn B?:'dI"s had, m~anwhile, been 

followed in ea.ch of Algiers, Tlemcen, U:r-?n, Biskré!. and other 

cities and towns of Algeria by individual reformists who inst-

i tuted the:ir own schools R.nd Fl.ttem"Oted to suread education. al-

Shih~ hnd invited them to know and assir,t one another. The 

newsupner re:.1é"ined at the service of a.ll A1geriéClns of good will. 

Its aim, to brinr the AlgeriRns to work in unison for the imnr-

ovp.~ent of their ho~~l~nd, could be~t be Rchi ved as soon as 

14. See Fl.l-ShL~~b, 23 Jun~ 1927, n. 3. 
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Is1enis, Ma.likis, Hanafïs, Turuais, Ihë:dïs and Evo1ués set the 
. . ...... 

differences between them aside R.nd concentrp,ted utlon the imu1ic-

ations of their common be1ief in God and in his Prophet for their 

15 
e.ctions • 

The Associa.tion of A1gerian CU1ama? 

c ' 
In 1931, abd a1-~amrd ibn B$.dIs's efforts to unite the A1g-

erians hnd born frui tion whf'?n the Association of A1gerinn CU1a.mâ ') 

was founded. On 1.L'3.y 31st., seventy two nersona1i ties answered 

his inyitation to m"'et at Nad! a1-TeraagY, in ~lgiers • .r"mong them 

were Shaykh PJpnrod ibn CA1Ywa, hepd of the C AlrwI'yya., nnd Shnykh 

r'asim, he~d of the Rel;më.n!yya. "·lso uresent were the mi11ikr and 

han[lfï !.!uftis of Al 'g.eria a.nd its most nrominent CUla.ma ':>. There 

• 

were Rlso ~e~-esentatives of the i~~ort~nt mnrch~nts o~ th,- ~lg-

pneipl ::>elep-~tes fro~ Alp:i r rs, Orp.n p.nd Const::nti!1~. The un'1reeed-

ented ~~esenee of Ibadï e1~ries and ~p.reh~nts nnd of younp reform 

15. See ~l-Shih~b, 23 Jun~ 192~, p. 1. 
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minded gre.due.tes from the 1fp,dra.sas of Egynt, Tunisie. and Morocco, 

a1-Bashïr 8.1- Ibrahlmï, Ta.wfI"q al-Mp.danT, A,l-~élyyi b 13.1-CUqbï , 

Mubarak a1-MTIT, a.l- CArabi al-'l'p.bassT e.nd AmTn 21- CAmüdï, le,ter 

known as the unofficia,l (Ulama~, indicRted th8t C"'abd al-HRmTd 
• 

ibn BadTs may ha,ve succeeded to unite the Algerian religious 

16 
lep.dershin after aIl 

~abd al-I}8m~éi ibn BR'"dïs had snel tout, in his welcoming 

s '')each to the l'',udience of the .... ;0.1' p.I-T~rpogï, the ob.iecti ves 

of nn AssociRtion of Alp::eri::l,n CUlAma,":>. They were to be non 

'Ooli ticnl Rn" to concern religion p.nd culture in Algeria. Th'- re 

existed a n~ed for educption r"mong the ~eonle and the nresent 

15. The most in:'ormr>tive source ;"l,bout the Assocü~tion of Alg"riAn 

CUlamâ) romains i ts own Si.1il '~u")trunar JAmCiyyat al-cUla!'!l1i"l :>.1-

~~uslimrn al-Ja7.a.">ïrïyyin, Const~,Jtine, 1935. More will be s:Üd 

~bout the p.ssoci~tion in ~ l~ter contexte 

On the N~,d!' n1- Taraon'I", i t w;:; s founded in 1327 in A1(7,i:- rs by 

refor~ ~inded merchnnts nnd 1iterp ti. It succeeded th~ d~funct 

N~dI' sni};;. Bay, which hpd bpen estpblished by A1p'~ri~ns :>nd 

!'rencÏ"_"Tlnn to .,rovide rlS~ istr>nce ~.nd en1ightenment te the 7:us1i'!l 

co~unit',r of A1giprs. Under th p.u~')ices o.r th~t eRrlier cente::, 

., ch~ ri t~ble o::g,"ni~~ t ion, the J,.,~ Iyy:- r-1-Kh~',rivvp, was founded 

in 1]1" -n'! ':1::esidec ove":' by ,.,~_e.ll.r~bï ibn P: -Abiv~d • .i:ts ~i~ 

w~s to ~rovide ~us1i~ or"h~~s ~ith .rre'" educ-tioi ';khRwfnn !'!lin 

r>n ·ru~:hr,.,.i·l ~in d!~ir.i-r. ••• ". l'[:is in.r-;:: --tion is ~":'o·rid~d in 

~ ~-Shih::;C, 17 ~nd 21 Fe'-r'l-0' 1~':7, n. 115 ~nd 2 res·yctivply. 
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set up hA.d 'Proven insufficient. Algeria was, at the same time, 

at the eve of a cultural revelution and the thirst for self 

17 
exnression in va.rieus fields would hrve to be quenched • The 

a.ims of the J.ssociation of AlgeriAn CUlama? were agreed uuon. 

(abd al-l!a.mïd ibn BR.drs, the fourty two yeRrs old C'8.1im from 

Const!'ntine, WélS elected its first uresident. 

The Associa.tien of Algerien C Ule.m'a.' disuosed of a budget 

of fifty thousand francs for its firet year of oneration. It 

suent its energies founding new schools. The teRchers for these 

schools, for the greRter nprt, were trainees from the Azhar, 

the Zaytuna and the ('ara.win. They were dedicp-ted to thr·ir work 

~md to their emuloyer, the Associp-tion of Alp..;erüm CUlama'). 

Schools surung in the towns ~md the vill?ges of Algeria and 

Ury to two hundred of these were exclusively founded by the 

18 
As:.oci~tion by the ye~r 1939 • The Associ~tion of A1~e~ian 

17. See nl-ShihM, U::ly 1931, p~. 197-199, for the text of s'Oe~ch. 

18. See al-Shih?b, ?ebru~'ry 1939, ? 71. 
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C Ulama:-:> hp.d also snonsored severa.l cul tur~l associations in the 

various urbans centers of the country. These were structured 

along the lines of the Associa.tion for Education and Leprning 

of Const~ntine whose nresident was none other than Cabd al-

19 
~pmId ibn Badis • The Association of Al~eripn CUlamÂ~, who 

had founded its own news'Oaper, a.l-Basâ')ir, in 1935, urged at 

the sa.me time thél.t a.ll reform minded Algeriens m~ke full use 

20 

of this essentie.l medium of corrnnunication • 

19. The fOllowing as~ociptions hp.ve been mentioned in p..l-Shih~b: 

al-J"amCïyya. a.l-Dïnïyya, in CAyn ,Miliya (March 1936, pp. 676-677), 

al-J"runtï'yya a.l-IrshR'd1vya, in Setif (~.), JpmCryyat !Jayat al

ShabRb t in Miliya ( idem. ), J"pmCï~at Ikhwan al-Adab, in OrRn 

( idem. ), J~..mC!'yya.t ;ï:SaC~da, in 19ie:-s, whose president, Atl1nad 

AbU Kharrûfa, founds a school for de11nquents headed by ibn Qasim 

al-MuCallim (Se,..,tember 1938, p. 70), al-JamClvva al-KhFlyrïyya, 

in Aflou (September 1932, 'O. 462), JRmtIvvat al-Mazhar al-BtIrl1, 

in BOne, nresided by ca.bd a.l-Rabmën al-Jundï (JUly 1933, p. 348), 

lfadT a.l-Shabab al-MuslimTn, in Algiers (May 1937, p. l57), li[Q..I' 

al-CAma.l, in Skikda. (MPy 1936, p. 165), Nadï al-Tana.ddum, in 

Blida. (December 1935, p. 528), midI" al-Isl~m, in Miliya (May 1935, 

p. l13). They plI aimp.d at organi2ing the local populp..tion with 

the intention of financing education. On the AssociFlt_on for Educ

ation and. Lpprning (JamCïvvat a.l-Tp1 rbiya wa al-TaClrm) which ~bd 

al-H~mrd founded in Const~ntine, see al-Shihr.b, MArch 1936, 'O. 676. . -

20. Jp.r!dc>t al-Basa:>!r owed its nr>me to the :urJanic verse: "("ad 

jaC aln~.lcum ba~~.jïra min rabbikum fa. m?n ab!il:1ra fa li nr>.fsihi we. 

!na.n C él-'1liya fa 'a.lpyha wa mfi. ana C~üaykum bi lp.fïz". Its first 

editor WP.s r-tl-Ta:vyib al-'Uqbï (1888-1960). In 1937, he was re'Ol

aced by ~.rubr>rak al-JlilT (1897-l945) and the nev:s':")n~ r WP.S -nrinted 
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C 
a.bd 8.1-R::>mïd ibn B8:'dYs m:::intained close c 'nta.ct wi trI the 

mernbers of the AssociR.tion of Algeripn CUlamâ? t!1TOUghout his 

lifp, in sni te of his other resnonsibilities in tepching, nreach-

ing ~nd writing in Const~ntine. H~ visited its schools Rnd WRS 

21 

often requested to address th nublic on one subject or nnother 

in Qonst~ntine instead of Algiers. AI-Bas~)ir rem~in5d the offic

iA.l mouthniece of the AS30cip.tion of Algerian (UlaJTIa until i ts 

di;;solution in 1954. Other newsnaners whom al-ShihPb "~'Oorted 

::üso :::>.ired the point of view of religiou~ reforrnism. They were 

Sada a.l-SA.h::>râ"">, ed. al-1'a.yyTh A.I_CUqbT, Consta.ntine, 1927; 111-
Islah, ed. 8.1-'tayylb al-CUqbï, Constantine, 1927; ~Hzab, ed. Abü 

YRozan A.l-:.~izFbY; A.l-.Taz~")Ir, ed. "I~ubarak A.I-1ITl'!, ConstAntine, 

1927; RI-Sunna., al-Shr;rfCa., RI-BprCl, R.l-Sir::ït, pl-Bustan, Vl8.cfï 

1.!iz8b, al-U17I1ll8., nl-lo!P.ghrib A.I-CArabï 2.nd :Ü-Wifao, all of t:hëiii 
short lived (see al-Shihab, 14 Rnd 21 July 1927, 'Op. 17-18 p.nd . 

16 ... esDect i vely). Also reform minè.ed. were a.l-Mirs11d, ed. MuJt.mmnad 

CAba.bsp.. pl-AkhdprI, Alp:iers, 1932; al-NUr, ed. Ibr7ihIm ibn Ha.jj 

Crsa, Algiers, '1932; p.nd pl-Thabp.t, ed. :JuhA.I1lmPd C,Abpbsa. pl

.Akhda.rr, Algiers, 1934. AlI those PS weIl ès La. Defense, ed. nl

A"!l!'ii r>l-C.AmTIdî, Al!,:i~rs, 1934, tlJe rm1y newsor-ner Rdciress~à in 

the :<'r8nch : :"nguq~e ta t}~p Evolues, "rI=' ml7nt~oned in A. 'rerp.d, 

"L::> form~tion de 1::> ry~esse ~usu1~~ne en A1gerie (1919-1939)", 

I.B.~.A., 1954, pn. 9-29. 

21. ".! .... '[ly such visits pre m.:>ntion'·d in pl-Shih~. One of them h"'s 

b~"n nick"d un ~t rpndo~, in the Jun" 1934 issu0 of the news

~a,er, ~. 274. It describes how Cabd pI-Hp~rd ibn ~d'Is p. ... ~ived 

in ln" vil1~.ge, -::.i "pc~' y went to the mosoue for noon nr':wers, 

visited the Governrnent officip1 ps p gesture of resnl7ct for the 

put!':orities, th-n - in th8 com~'H:my of th vi l~p;e C~im - retur!F~d 

ta the mosnue to ?ddr~s~ the ryoou1~cA. ?e s~oke to the~ in ~~i~ryll=' 

ca:!.looui~l l~n(':1rp"e. ~i~ subject ~ptter ry'-'rt!'linp-d to the îr~·ctic'·l 

""'lo~ni~p" o~ Isl-;;~. Fis kno\71~dp'8 of Al,a;e 'ipn f"'llklo!"f' "T1~de hia 

""xpr.t,l~·; !"ln ~;: inp"ful to hi.'"' ~lldienc~. Ah!T!"d ;'.bü Sh~!"l?il h' d !'l CC0"!ln

"ni~d. C'~bd "l-:~~""!r'l ibn B~·dïs or: this ~~~tir.lll~~ ·,i3it r>nrl T'r~·~'):t

ed i: i~ t:1- në...,··,:"'-,'?T'. 

• 
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His annes,l to the younger elements wi thin the Association of 

Al~eriém (Ulema,"') was undeninble. In time, this ap ':les,l had nroven 

that the Association could not survive the s'Olit which affected 

i ts membershin less thél,n two yenrs after i ts creation. 

The Controversy over True Islam 

In September 1932, Ismà(ïl (Umar, the Head of the Pprmanent 

Honnni ttee and a, close friend of ShA.ykh AI:mnd ibn (AIIws., ha,d 

been exnelled from the Association of Algerian CUlaniâ "::> for open-

ly onposing i t nresident, Ca.bd a.l-~runïd ibn BA"dis. hnother member 

of the Permanent COmmittee, MuhB~ad al-~Rfizï, immedintely 

nroposed the found:-tion of a nrw As-ociation of Sunnr Algerien 

CUIRrna). Five hundred members '·of the As"ocia.tion withdrew from 

22 
c' behind a.bd ~:Ü-?;:l.m1a ibn Bndrs to r~üly ~,gpinst him • The 

22. See l'tl-Shih?'b, Februpry 1933, p. 80, and,Oriente ~loderno, 
XII, p. 489. Also, c~nsult ~. Carret, "Le refo~is~e ••• , p. 13. 
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controversy over true Islpm had burst into the open. Reformists 

and traditionalists could co-exist no longer. 

The debate between the unofficia.l C Ulama.? and the religious 

est~blishment of A1geria had brewed ever since 1925, when al-

Bashïr Fl.I-Ibra.hïmI hr'.d proposed tha.t a reformist J."eligious 

Pprty be form,~d th~t would cleanse Islam in Alp'eria of i ts 

imnurities. ~abd a1-~amïd ibn Bàdïs was resnonsible for the 

failure of such a scheme. He hnd ?-rgued that unit y in Islam 

could bri!'lg the v3.rious social and religious factions to 

collaborate more usefully. al-ShihRô rem.!"ined at the disnos~l 

of those who wished to discuss freely ?bout the future of 

23 
relip:ion in 

.Jo. 

1geri? • 

Soon, the more rrdiCr'l elempnts nmon~ the unoffici~l rUla~~.~ 

23. At ['. meeting which wns held by the youn~._reformists in Biskra, 

the home town of one of th~m, ?.l-'fayyib ~l- -vob!' (1888-1960), the 

iden of nn ft~) CIlmi was nropos~d by al-BpshTr al-IbrR~ïmI (1889-

1965). It ou~~t to hpve rallied reform rninded (Ul,!'1ma~ to the exclus

ion of ~ny ~~~ditionplist. 'abd pl-~?~rd ibn B~dTs's inTluenee 

!)!"ev~i led ?nrl n. mOl-e flexible formui~. was re~ched. oJee SiJi1 ••• , 

p. 46. It ~nne-.rs ~s thouf"_'1 the goal whieh ~lawlpna ~.~.l:-'Tlüd n1-p;asan 

D<=>obrtndr hnd ~imed for m~.·J' be ptt!!ined in A1Eleria. 
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ha.d onen1y confronted the traditionalists in Algeria. a.l-rayyib 

al-CUqbï directed his denunciation of oantheism a.gainst ShB.ykh 

A~ad ibn cAITwa, the orominent mystic. The controversy which 

was being ca.rried for the reso~ctive 'Oositions in al-Shih1ib a.nd 

al-Ba.Ufgh was widened when the general debate over SharïC.a: and 

24 
~aoroa eventually onnosed the I~l~ïs to the ruruaïs • 

The reformist element ?mong the Algerians had not soared 

the Official (Ulamà) either. Cabd al-~amrd ibn Badïs had oers-

ona11y ca.stigated a1-Mawlüd al-Shaykh ibn Mawhüb, the MuftI' of 

Constantine, for his complacency in the face of Is18mic mal-

24. al-,!,ayyib a1-{Uqbr had m~de his first attacks ag2..inst ShAykh 
Ah~d ibn <A1ïwa (1869-1934), the founder of th~ CAITwryya, in 
ai-ShihE~, 28 Ju1y 1927, pp. 7-10, and 20 October 1927, pp. 12-15. 
The Sh8.ykh renlied in his own newspaper, Ja.rldn.t a1-Bpl?igh, th~t 
al-cUabi's own n~turp.lism and scientism were, in fact, shirk (No. 
25, pu. 1-2). He rem~rked th~t the so c~lled reformists could not 
c')!'!l':')rehend Mysticism, or the inner-cum-outer nostu:-es towa.:rds 
Reve1~tion (No. 39, p. 6~. Refering to the r"formists, the Sh~ykh 
n Iso ouoted frorn the Q.u!" an: t'And when i t is sn id to them '~Cause 
not corrurytion in the 1nnd' they say: We are nothing if not ref
o~ers. Nay, unknown to th~~se1ves they are workers of corruntion' 1. 

l w~s not able to consu1t a1-Bpl~gh yet wall ?b1e to infer over 
whpt w~s being said in ?_l-Shih:;b. The best gv-i1Dbl~ stud~, of 
Shroykh A..~~~.à ibn cAlrwa certp..inly rem:"' ins M. Linr:s, ft. Mos1em 
Saint o~ the Twentieth C"ntury, London, 1961. 
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pre,ctices. The sa1p-'ried CUlama" from Algi",rs, Oran é1nd Tlemcen 

had deserved similp.r criticisms for their own resnonsibility 

in the decline of educ:'ltion and religious commitment throughout 

.h.lgeria .• al-I)3l~h, al-Nür and al-Mirsad cerried p..rticles by 

al-'Fa.yyi b al-(UqbT, al-Ba.shJ.r al- Ibràhïmï, Tawfrq al-Madan"ï and 

25 
Mub"ë,rak al-M'!lï against the Officia.l C Ularna ') in Algeria 

The traditionelists h~.d, meanwhile, willinp;ly answered the 

1931 ca.ll of ('abd al-Hamïd ibn Badïs to found an Assocü.l.tion of 

'''''lgerien (Ulama "'). It wa.s then believed by the Office of Indigen-

ous AffFtirs thpt his influence would he wep-kened if such a loose 

form~tion a.s the Assocüüion came into being. In little time 

hr>d it been rea1ized thr't the contrnry h~d urecise1y tn.ken ulllce 

and thllt C'abd a1-~.mïd ibn .oJ~drs' s reoutntion h?d been accrued 

by his associntion with the nrominent nersona1iti~s of Algeria. 

As soon as it was created, the Associ~tion of Sunnï ~lgerinn 

25. This h~s been reuorted in ~l-Shih~, 27 J~;.u~:y 1927, 'On. 5-7. 
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(U12m~-' em"!)h~ticP.lly dis~issed C8bd al-Hpmïd ibn BP:dïs And his 

followers A,S a groun of SectFl.rü'ns pnd W8bhabïs 26. The reléltion 

between old pnd new would never be mended again in Algerip. 

The neF,r collA.use of the Associ8.tion of Algerüm '-UIAmr;-"') 

hpd forced Cpbd AI-Hp.mId ibn BP"d'is to revise his "osi tion of 

e~rlier "ep.rs. In the review he m?de of H'ubarRk a.l-M'tlr' s RisFlp, 

he hpd cp.ter.;orically rejected Mysticism ps un-Isl?mic. The snl::!.fr 

R"ro~ch to Divine Revelption rernR.ined the only valid one for 

the Muslims. Reformism now meant for Cpbd a.l-Hami"d ibn BP"dïs 

thr>t the VlP.r which hp,d been inpugurR.ted against Tradi tionalism ~nd 

p.g~inot ~.rysticism should be com'ïleted 27 

26. This 'ïoint will receive nd~~urte pttention Ipter. See, mepn

while, ~l-Shihpb, A'ïril 1}34, -0'1. 212-213. 

0.7. ~.~ub-::;-rpk ~l-~TI r h..,d "ublished his Ris~lp.t pl-Shirk Wr. ~.!""z~hirihi 

in Const~ntine in IJ32. (:->bd :"ll-1:pmi'd ibn BiidTs reviewed it in the 

"'lost f""vour~ble ti'!r!!1S in Al-Shih:;b, Dece!"!'!ber 1932, '1"0. 650-652. 

He h:->d, mF!r>nwhile, ""m·"'\le ounortunities to direct his own ~·ttr>cks 

~gpinst the rigidity of the Officipl CUlamP~ pnd the misbi'!lief 

of "'11 pdher!'lnts to Mystic~l Brotherhood. His own ideps will be 

delt with with ~repter de"th in the followin~ cbPnter of this 

èissert.,tion. 
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In 1936, the ma.likr Muftï of Tunis, none other than '!-'àhir al-

S k . CA - {" -
he,y h ~bn shur, abd R.l-Ha.m~d ibn Bi'idïs's teacher of one time, 

had issued a fatwa thRt ffip..de the nrayer which the Believers 

make over the dead in graveyards oermissible. ("abd a1-Ha.mïd 

ibn Badrs took the opportunity to extend the con~roversy over 

true Isla.m to the rest of the lfu.ghrib. Innovation, in Islam, 

had not been restricted to the Mystica1 Brotherhoods. The 

C.U1ania?, 9,lso, shou1d be b1amed for the deoprture of an ever 

growing number of Mus1ims from the sources of their religion. 

C abd ::l.l-Ha.mTd ibn B~drs used the Tünis fntwa as a case in noint • . 
In so doing, he h::>d indicr:ted thp.t his own ~osition and thPt of 

28 

the trnditionalists c0u1d not be reconciled ::tny 10nrer • 

The Algerian Uuwlim Congress 

In 1933, the 1')réfet of A1giers, M. llici1e1, hPd been instructed 

28. This frltwa is re'1roduced in nl-!;e H!ll, 8 A..,ril 1~36. ':'lbd al

!!~~!'.1 ibn ~dIs' s a t tacks o~ i ts con ten ts n'""l jer> :-ed in rJ l-Shihr-::rb, 

il."'rch 1936, pp. 52-54. lf'oll')wei a deb~te between the l!uft'! ~nd 

hi-:s"'l~ ~r..ic!". w"'s c:"r:-ied in a1-1;a1@, 24 ':!r'ly 1336, 27 ~!...,v, 3 

Ju1v r>n'l 29 Julv, p.nd in n.1-ShiMb, June 1'336, 01'). 100-101, and 

July 1936, p"'. 184-187. 
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to look into the activities of the Association of Algerian (Ul-

-') H ama. e decreed that aIl mosques be forbidden to their use for 

any teaching a,nd nreaching whatsoever. The reformists took to 

the streets and to the ca.fés and Many of them were consequently 

29 
arrested • The 1881 Law on the Pres~ had also been restored-

30 
which muzz1ed 13,11 reformist new~"9a:ners • Remained the sole 

voice of C~.bd a.1-lfu.mïd ibn Badïs whose al-Shihàb was untouched 

by the Governrnent. 

29. The Brief of 16 February 1933 from the Prefecture had stated 

that the Association of Algerian CUlamâ) indeed represented a 

threat to law and order in Algeria. On 27 February, M. Michel 

signed two decrees ureventing the membe::'s of the Association 

from using the State-sunported mosques for the nurnose of te~ch

ing and nreaching; he furthermore nlaced the Consultative Comm

ittee on the 1.fus1im Culte, which was being formed, under his 

cha.irmanship. See G. Busson de .Tanssens, L'indeoendance du culte 

musulman en Algar1é" Pa.ris, 1951, p. 7. al-ShihJ!b protested these 

unnrecedented actions on the part of France in Algeria, in the 

February 1934 issue, p. 179 and the Auril 1934 issue, p. 221. 

',fufdï' Za.kn.~~yya, Sélyyid Ahwal nnd ('Umar Dardür, who had chAllenr:ed 

the Govern.'1lent's authority on this mAtter, were arrested. They 

ha.d been among ~abd al-HamId ibn Badïs' s eprly students nnd assist-

ed him in his work. . 

30. al-Sunna, al-SbP..rïCa- and al-Sir~t were bein~ sus:1ended from 

nublic~tion as a result of this l~w. This h~3 been ;eno;ted in 

al-Shih~, A~~il 1934, p. 218. 
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C abd al-!}amid ibn B;"'dïs h~d rebuked the religious lepdership 

of Algeria for its subservi1:'.nce to the Government. He also 

refuted the cleim tow?rds representr:ltion over the Algerian 

people which the Finr:lncial Delegates mpintained. In 1934, he 

h~d procle.imed thr-t nei ther the Official CUlemë'"') and the Heads 

of '.ÇarI'qas nor the Finp,ncial Delega.tes deserved the c0nfidence 

of the Algerians. He h~d finRlly brocken with his f~ther, 

the B~shâgha a.l-Mu~~~fp ibn BP'dïs who was plso FinanciR.l Delegrtte 

::>nd Municipal Councilor for Constpntine. He left the Pa.rent~l 

31 

home and bec?me fin~lly freed to nct R.ccording to his conscience • 

31. Cabd al-Ham1d ibn B2dIs h~d been summoned to Y. Mirp.nte's 

office in Algiers. He there found his f~ther who ordered him to 

abpndon aIl politicF!l pctivity Pond resume his work in educ~tion. 

~8bd pl-~~~Id ibn BadTs c~tegorical1y refused: "lAkp. ~alPVYP. he99 

Il-h~ypt 1ra sÙ-mpW't inneme f1krt"" Wa dFllll'Ir"I 1ra i Ctigid'Y fa hum li 

allâh ••• ". He wps disowned: "lngad khprpjR min abnâ' p;1-s~bl1 li 

,-rith we. 19yUrôth". He moved to the Ben Sardû house in StdI 

:nis, in ConstE'ntine. lleeDwhil.e, the press of his o'9Ponents hed 

esceJ.r:lted its atte.cks on him. el-Ne.1ëh and a1-Bel~gh we1'e nmong 

the most virulent. Added to these were al-Ikhl!B, ed. e1-Yawlüd 

i'9n al-SiddIq a~-J1ë.fiz1, Algiers, 19321 Le. voix indigêne, ed. R. 

Zeneti, Constantine, 1929; Jerldet SrdI Hunrynir, ed. ?l-Sh~ykh 

a1-T~hir, n.d.; e~-y~cYër, ed. ~arras Yu~~pfe, n.d.; p.nd yp1~11~t 

al-Srlr~, n.d. al-Yi ypr used fouI lrngu'ge cr.lling the president 
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He now met with Dr. ~~Li{l ibn .r~,11,11, the îresident of the FédérA-

,-
tien des EJus, to consider V!::ovs of pchieving true re "'lresentr>tion 

for Algerié'. 

The Ale;erinn ~.~uslim Congress, 'which o'îened i ts ses,,: ions ~t 

the 1~p.j e st ic The?ter of Algiers, on BM r->l-~r~dï, on 7 .June 1936, 

VTr>,S to re ")res~nt the tr~nsfor"'TIed Algericm soc iety. 

clos~ to three thous~nd delegates from pmong the ,rofessionels, 

the te~ch~rs, the civil servpnts, the w~r veter~;;s, the mercflPnts 

~nd the unoffici"'l CTn~m?i ') from plI the ci ties pnd tO\ms of Algerin. 

It 'îut forw~rd concrete dem~nds for refor~s. The deleR~tes R"'l'"lroved 

the objectives of the Coneress ~nd thev elected ~r. ~~li~ ibn 

J~ll~l ~s its îTesident. 

becor.1e vice-':r'esirient of the ./üge:-inn ~~uslir'l Con~res3 3 ') 
,~ 

o~ the ASAOci~tion o~ Algeri"'n(Ul"'~~~ ben b...,lis (ben ib 1 Is). 
'rub~r~~~ ~l-"I1..ï ~nd "'l-Tn,vib ..,l-(Unbl. 7le~e re~ered to l'es 'ect L~~(~l" 
-, A .., l-;':'lu let (t:; e ""'!u le) ;. n:; 2-.1-1 "!" en r. ]. ï. ,. 
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c 
abd ~l-~amrd ibn Bàars h?d been the thrid speeker to address 

the delegp.tes ta the Congress at its opening session. He spoke in 

the purest Arabie lpngu~ge ~nd interjeoted, ~s W?S oustomary with 

him, verses from the ~ur)p.n and from the poets into his disoourse 

as hpd been trpdition?l to tDe rhetorio of his ou1ture. He had won 

1mmed1s.te reoognition on the pprt of the delegrtes. His hpr?ngue 

he.d e1eetrified his a.udienoe at the M~jestie TheRter. From the 

limited eire1e of the Assooiption of Algerian CU1~a), his prestige 

hRd beoome nption wide. He stood aS the sole spokesman for re1igious 

reformism in ~lgeri~. His revendications were simple and ole~r. 

The i1]eg~1 injunct10ns whieh the Government imposed agpinet 

the spree.d of re1igious eduoption should be repe11ed; hubüs 

al-ShihRb w~s devoted to the Congress. One week before its opening, 

an Exeoutive Committee hpd met ~t the NpdI p1-TareqqI to dr?ft po1-

ieies And priorit1es (P. 197). Acoord1ng to M~pm~~d el-~p1i~ Rpm~~

§n, who h01ds 1t from Se~ld pl-ZpmmUsh, cabd ~l-Hemrd 1bn Badls oonf-

1ded thpt hp. would deo11nr- pny offer for th~ preé1denoy for the s?ke 

of h1s york. fl-NAJëh, 12 J"une 1936, olrimed th~t oom"Jet1t1on betw

een h1mse1f end e1-T~yy1b p1_CUq~~ erused 1bn J"r1lu1 (Benjello~l) to 

w1n thè nomin"t1on for the Evolues ~nd rg~inst the unoff1oirl Ul~mé? 

Yy own 9p1ni9n 19 thpt Cebd e1-~~mid lbn BFdfs's oh~nees Rgp.inst p-ny 

of the 8To1ue lerders were slim et the time. 
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nro'1erty shou1d be hR.nded back to the 1.1us1im Communi ty ta use 

freely in mp,tters of religion; ap.dp.~ should become indepenè.ent 

from St~te control; Fra.nce should Drp,ctice in AlgeriFl com":llete 

secularism ~s it did in the metronalis itself pnd ps it hpd cl~imed 

33 it would îrpctice in this Iiluslim territory. 

The .lùgerir>n HusliT!! Congress hp.d dec ided, during the first 

meetings, ta send R delegRtion to Frr>nce to hRnd the renuests of 

its members to the Government. Re'1resenting the Associption of 

pnd pl-B~.sh'tr pl-Ibrphïm!" would become nprt of the thirteen m~n 

deleg~tian. The delegr:tes embprked from Algiers on 18 July 1936. 

They were received in PRTis bv ~,~. Blum, the Prime JJinister. They 

Rlso h~d ~n interview with ~J. Violette, then Minister for the 

33. The o'1ening s"'leRker, p,t the J.t"jestic Thepter, h::>d been Cpbd 
p,l-:;:ur T":'ilZii1ï, the de;,uty for Algiers. (" pbd p l-l.~P!"1Td ibn 3?-"dTs 
followpd the ~dd~ess bv ibn Jpllül. Ee w~s the first 3'e~ker to 
us!" .... r~bic. ::"e ~etit ~~r>ti~ of Alt:::ieTs, which r~""arted th/? Congres:,:, 
1 ikor: eè his ~r..etor ic to those of ~!ïrp ber:u r:nd J r>urè s (29 ;~ ... y 1937). 
T.~~ reven~ic~ti~ns ~~de bv the Con~ress ~r~ to b~ ~aund in ~l-Shih;b, 
Ju1',~ 1936, ""l""l. 203-%04 ~r:d ~10-211. 
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34 
Colonies, and with M. Daladier, the Minister of Wa.r • 

The A1gerian Muslirn Congress hpd ra"9idly faeed deep dissension 

a1llong i ts leaders. Unon the return of the delega tes frorn P~,ris, 

c ... al-rAyyib 8.1- Uqb~ wa,s ehFrged with the assa.sine.tion of the 

35 
maliki MuftI of Algie:rs, Ma.:tunüd al-Shpykh ibn D?l! • Dr. Si?lih . . 
ibn J"e.llü1, who had never eoneealed his anti1)~thy for the Assoe-

iation of Algerian (Ulama) a.nd i ts rnembers, eoneeded in "Oublie 

th1='.t a.l-!ayyib al-CUqbI ma.y weIl have been involved in the murder 

34. al-Bashir al-IbrahI"mï d;d not aeeornp1='n:'t the delegRtion to 
Paris, étfter aIl. Here was (; abd al-Ijamid ibn Badis' s first trip 
to Europe. The meetinr- with Léon Blum and Mau~iee Violette waw 
a cordial one. On the contrpry, cabd a1-~amrd ibn B?d1S a~peprs 
to hAve confronted Edom~rd DalAdier who hp.d told the delegates 
they could exnect little in te~s of change: "The wea"Oons we 
dis"Oose of are the wr?th of God Alrnighty ••• ". On the visit, 
see- a.l-Shih~.b, J"uly 1936, p. 231, and October 1936, p. 306. 

35. !Us arrest took ~lpce during a recention which wa.s being 
given the delegates R.t the llunic.!."Oa1 Stadiurn of Algiers. It Wa.S 
reoorted in a1-NRlàh, 9 August 1936, p. 1. The chprp,es lRid ~gRinst 
a1-Tayyib n1-'UobT were refuted by nl-B?shïr p..l-Ibr~hïT.ï in .!!1-
ShihRb, August 1936, p. ~72. ~\-TRyyib al-(UabI resigned from the 
Association of Al~erian Ula~ in 1938 over A note of loyp,lty 
to the Gove~nment which he wpnted the Associ~tion te signe The 
H~~daunrters of the Associ~tion were moved to Constnnt~ne from 
Algiérs as a result of this resi~Rtion (AI-Ta~ib p~-(UqbT hPd 
been the Associption's secretRry ~nd the editor of p..I-Bp.së)Yr). 
See al-Np.làp, 6 October 1938, p. 3. 
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36 
of the Mufti • Cabd a.1-!Iamïd ibn Ba.ars wi thdrew his supuort 

of the Presiè ent of the A1geriFm Mus1im Congress in urotest 

against such insinup.tions. He he.d, meanwhi1e, been drawn c10ser 

c , , 
to F8r~a.t Abbas, the edi tor of L'Entente, a nrominent evolue 

and a nersone.l friend of al-Bash'ïr al-IbrFi.hïmï. In 1938, the 

Algerian Muslirn Congress hp.d been dissolved. Its members regouued 

in other associptions whose merit had become expressed in clea.r-

er ideologic21 cornmitments. 

(abd a1-MamYd ibn Bad1s and France 

C Rbd al-~pmrd ibn BidIs's relation with France hRd rempined 

a:nbigll0Us until he took, El short while unon his return from 

PaTis, ~n onenly hostile attitude towards the French Gover!"!ment. 

36. ibn Jr>llül's insinu::?tions were m~de in interview with :.mrseil

le .011.8 tin nnd Lp Dén~che Algérienne. The de"1uty also suggested th".t 

the unofficial tUl~j may h::-ve hrd a hr:n:: in the atte:n"1t on A.1;:nFld 

:>l-Shpy-kh nl-JabïbrtnY's life in Const'ntine, on 10 August 1936. 

See al-Up..,j?:h, 12 August 1936, p. 12, ~nd H1-Shih~, November 1936. 

p. 350. The aS:ëasin~tion of the '·!uftr of Alp;iers and the atte:n"":ed 

as"'asin~tion of the Constnntine (ali:n m~y weIl hpve been schemed 

by the ...,olice which, bv this ti:ne, h~d beco:ne d~te~ined to under

:nine the a1)ne~l of ca.bd él.l-!~a.-:ïd ibn B;;dIs p..nd his followers ~t 

nny cost. . 
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His avowed Fl.im, throughout the m~.jor n~rt of his nub1ic life, 

37 
h~d been to reconstruct AlgeriFln society • His uolitical sense 

was abRted by his own involvernent in educr?tion. In 1936, his 

particiuFl.tion in the AlgeriFl.n Muslirn Congres2 h~·d mrde hirn 

a n~tional figure. His nF'me reF.ched Euroue And the Mt=>shriq and 

was being associnted with the strugg1e which Algerian Islrm 

38 
wpged a.gainst Wes tern Colonialism • .rtmong the Sett1ers, he 

became considered as their dea.d1iest ennerny. The Government 

could hp.ve arrested him more thé'n CIlICe. It refrFJ.Ïned from doing 

so or frorn susnendinr his new~nauer out of considerption, Rt 

37. Until 1929, p.l-Shih~ hpd st~ted cleAr1y thPt its nim wps 
to work for the weIl b~ing of the Algeri~ns under the p.usnices 
of de!Tlocrrtic Frnnce. ~elebrp.ting the 14th. of .July, cabd p..l
HFlmïd ibn B8dIs hpd c~ll~d unon Frpnce, the craddle of freedom, 
to assist the Alp.eri~na in their ren~issance (see al-ShihPb, 
15 .Ju1y 1926, .'0. 1). After 1929, the notion of Algerié"s rights 
ern,?:,ges in a.l~Shih?i'b. "abd al-~prrŒd ibn B~dïs will wr1te in the 
.J~nu~.ry 19~9 issue, p. 4: "al-ha.oo wa al-Cad1 wa al-mu)àkhah fi 
i ltà .i~!!li a1-buoùo li nl-lé'dhdhina ofunü bi .1AmIe Al-wâ.iibfi:t". 

38. The frirndshin which hpd grown between 'rrbd Rl-~pmîd ibn B~dls 
and Amïr Sh~kIb Arsvrn, the Arpb Nption~'ïlist, edi tor of Lp.. Nntion 
Arabe ~ub1ished ~rorn his GenevR exile, be~ongs to thRt ~priod. 
al-!lru1ar n.1so nublicized the A1geripn re~or~ist ~ovement p:r~~,tly. 

Within French circles~ the works of .J. De~pa.rm~t w~ich focused on 
the uno~ficir.l (Ul~~ , h~d m~àe (pbd Fl1-~~mrd ibn B~àrs we1l k~own 
to !Tk'lny. 
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first, for the Bashagha his father 8,nd, Inter, uuon realiza.tion 

that his urestige Rmong the Algeria.ns h8.d grown to the extent he 

could not be mo1ested ~n~ longer. 

That (abd r'l_J.~amïd ibn B5d1S will h~ve been conscious of the 

imnlic:--tions of French rule fo~' the Alge~i8ns remains be:vond doubt. 

He nersisted in resisting the efforts of the OTfice of Indigen-

ous Affairs to assist him in his work. He hFd rem~rked thA grip 

which they retRined over the religious institutions of the count-

ry. When the !:sC'ociRtion of Algerian (U1a.ma) was convened, he 

hoè. little doubts over the uresence of France in its uroceedings. 

(abd DI-E~m!d ibn BF.dïs hr>d strongly believed, thr:ughout this 

neriod, that he could revert the trend of decline in Al~eria by 

his own e:forts. Eis fpith in the ultim~te submission of eve~ 

~.:uslim to the basic tenets of his relio;ion, meanwhile, h~d m!"de 

him brush every a-:tem-.t on the pr-rt of the F-r-ench to unrJermine 

his mission Rside. 

In 1933, th,., cre~tian of ?n As?ociRtion 0: Sunnr ~"lp'eri~ n 

CU1?~) to comnr.te with the associ~tior. ove- which h p wps ~res-
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ident had caused (gbd a1-~a.YTlI"d ibn BRdis to concede tha t lit tle 

reform could be achieved in Algeria lest the ~O'l.Ters of Fra.nce 

first be curta.i1ed. The role which M. UirfJ.nte and the O.f'fice of 

39 
Indigenous Affairs continup.d to ~lRy should be ended • In 1936, 

(·a.bd al-E?mi"d ibn Ba-dYs had trrvelled to France to meet i ts 

governors in the Coalition Government. Unlike the other delege.tes, 

his eXTIectFltions were minim~l. UT)on his return, his del1Wlci:it1cins 

of :9"ra.nce' s intents in Algeria bece.Inf' MOSt virulent. He now c~lled 

for the liberation of the Algerians from the Ipws of France as 

39. H. ~.1irente, a friend of the Ben B~dïs, wa.s also ("·R.bd nl-HRmld' s 
bitterest ennemy. The first accusations mqde against his nerson 
a~~ear in nl-Shihpb, FebruA.ry 1933, pp. 162-163. They ~lso figure 
in the issues of FebruR.ry 1934, p. 779, Anril 1934, p. 221, n.nd 
June 1934, !>. 296. A r.uote fro!:'} M. ~!.ira.nte' s "LR Frpnce et les 
op.uvres ••• , p. 88, weIl indic~tes the repsons why th' ideology 
of the O~fice of Indip-enous Affairs pnd th~t of Isl~mic rp.form-
ism couid not be reconciled: " ••• On "eut soutenir oue le K~lnm 
est ~u.iourd'hui d'un inte,.~t secon':'r'ire; Due le3 :"'r~ties d'Ach
~.ri ne conservent ou' une v2.leur rétros :1ect ive; Due Ghr: 7,[' li est 
seule~ent intéressant en ce qU'il a de ~ascqlieri ••• ~Ris le c~di 
et l'im~m de de~~in joignen~ ~ leur culture musulm~ne des connnis
sances nn'Orofondies de notre histoire, de notre l<"'nf':'Ue, de notre 
civilisq.tion ••• ". This stptement, in fRCt, -p.fll"cted the ")oliey 
which the O~fice of Indigenous 'ff~i-s ~donted ~nd h~d been ~ork
in~ h~rd ta i~ulement. c~bd AI-E~mïd ibn BRdis'a entire ca~eer 
hnd :"'i~ad to o;~oa~ such a ~oli~v, PS will be furthrr el~b~r~ted 
in the fol'owing ch-nters. 
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40 

the 1Jrecondition to any regenerrtion of Algeria. • 

In 1938, the Settler Community of Constantine h8.d nrenared 

to celebrpte the one hundredth annivers~ry of the fall of that 

city to Fra.nce. Whereas al-Shiha.b had shown reserve at the 1930 

Centennial Ce1ebrrtions in Algiers, it now voiced its loudest 

nrotest aga.inst the effects of one hundred ye8rs of French rule 

over the Constantinois. On 14 Seutember 1937, ~abd al-HBmïd ibn 

Bà"dïs hé'!.d ca.lled upon fouTteen lOCAl associ?tions to rneet and 

organize the boycott of the coming festivi ties. 2.1-Shihàb also 

invited all Al~eTians to align themselves with Constantine ag-

41 

~.inst the will of the Settlers to ce1ebrate the occasion • 

40. He h..,d denounced the 8Y')1')eRsing no1icies of the Blum Goyern

ment during ~n extr~ordin~ry session of the A1geTié'n Huslim Congr

ess on 29 AUlmst 1937. :.'he Radicr1s, in the cOP.1ition, wou1d not 

p.llow the Soci~lists ?ny nositive ~ctions. The A1l"'e ~i:,ns would now 

h:"ve to relv unon themse1ves. \fo .... eove:", A1~eri;-n dem~nds would not 

rlcouiese to' l~s:-- th."'.n th - reh~bi1it~tion o.r their full rip:hts. See 

~l~Shih~b, Sentember 1937, up. 325-326. 

41. Pive thous~nd cO"Jies o~ a "~:L"1')h::.."'t entitled "l;id~"') i1r! sukk'?n 

ous~ntlnn ~l-~uslimïn" ~ere distributed on ?8 S~1tembe~ 1937. A 

m"'~ t inp of the city' s 1"'ndl'.?rs h~d r> l repdv t- '-:en nlace at the 1iill 
pl-Ittip~d (founded on 16 Ju1y 1932 by :)r. S. ibn Jallü1). (;;.bd 

"'l-:!.'1cnlri ibn 3'?idïs rn-de his most e!!lotion~l c~11 ~o; ;eGi":~nce to 

?r">nce (s"e nl-Shi':~b, Octob~r 1937, p. 3~O). In ~on9t8nti!1e, the: 
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The sU:J-port for C l'l,bd a1-HFlmId ibn BP."'dfs t s new ne 3i tion tow?rds 

French ru1e hnd been slow to come. The EVOl~lés, whose asnirFl tions 

the Blum-Violette Project 'V!Ou1d hrve certeinly satisfied, w-d 

refrained from throwing their weight behind the Association of 

42 
A1gerian.(Ulama) • The defeat of this Bill which intended to 

boycott wa.s succee~ful Rnd led M. Cuttoli, the denuty for the city, 
the edi tor of Ln De'O~che de Constantine and a. nrominent colon, to 
calI u:Jon the Governm"nt to hp!,ve ( abd a.1-lirmI"d ibn BR:drs shot at 
Place de la Br~che... . 

42. Not until,the Blum-Yiolette Project had been shelved in 1938 
did the Evolues accent 'a.bd a1-HFlmid ibn Bi3.dI's's 'Oosition over th'" 
question of assimilation. The Project hr>d intended to raise reor
esenta,tlon e,mong the Algerians to cne de'1uty for every seventy 
thous~md. The implicp.tions thrlt Algerians could ei ther become 
nnturFilized if they forsa.ked their uerson?l st~tus or retain their 
indigenous str!tus (see the 1919 Loi Indigêne, in J.P. Ch::> rn1l' , 
La, vie musulmp-ne ••• , p. 256) was being dro"'l'Oed. al-Shihao, P!y 
1937, had given its own intero~etation of the Bill, in t'l~ huwa 
bnrn~~ij fiyul~tt'. It considered it a lesser evil than outright 
nFl.turalizP,tion. The Settlers o-pnosed it bitterly. P:ml Cuttoli 
refuted its vr>lue, in Ln DeT)~che de Constantine, 22 MA.rch 1935. 
The Bill was fin?lly defeated (see al-ShihP'b, May 193&, pn. 137-
138, in t t~ta. ba.rn~mij fiyul~.tt '. FF_rh~t eAbbas had dissoci~·ted 
himself from ibn J~llùl's Fédéra.tion dès Elus and formed his more 
intransip:eant Union Ponulaire Alg~rieLne which brought him still 
closer to <abd al-HPmïd ibn Brdrs as a result of its nationalisme 
ibn J~11ü1, on the 'other ha.nd, founded his own Ras:"emblem"'nt Frr>nco
'!usul!'nan Ale;érien which retained the ini tia,l and now ou tmoded bend 
towr!rds assimilation to France. ibn Jallül even':.unlly fell into 
disfavour in the eyes of aIl IIp:erians. See ::le Gordon, The nassinr; ••• 
pp. 42-43. 
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libe-alize the status of the Algeripns did bring to the fore 

a renewed enthusiasm for the notion of an Algerian identity 

over and against French culture. The Government, whose efforts 

to silence the ~uthor of such ideas hnd obviously failed, had 

finR!.ly resorted to impose upon Cabd Cl,l-Ham~d ibn BadTs comnlpte 

restrictions over his movements. In.1939, at the eve of the Wél.r 

and onp. year before his depth, he was under no circu'"1stance allowed 

to ln~ve the nrecincts of C~nstantine. 

Epilogue 

In 1937, (abd ~l-E~mId ibn B~dïs hpd undertrken a trium~hant . 
vis i t to Tünis. He WP. s the m,,') in sT)e~ker P.t celebrp. tions held in 

!ne:nory of p.l-Bashï'r Sp~farr. ne was greeted a t the Kh~ldünryya , 

~nd ~t the Zaytüna. In on- 8.ddress h r mpde, he st~ted thr-lt h~d 

it no: been for thp in.f'lur-nce which al-Br-lshir Safarr hr!d hrd on 

hi~, h would not be the solàier fighting on th~ fron', line fo~ 
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his efforts, Algeri!" could retr-dn its own Muslim gnd Ar~b person-

alities. The pvowed ~im of France to depersonplize its North Afric?n 

colony WaS being pverted by the Algeri~ns. 

In the w?ke of the milit~ry confrontr-l.tion with the Weim",r 

Republic, France hp.d suddenly appealed to (~bd p1-~amid ibn Bpd1S 

for his support. Hia prestige was undenipble rmong the Algeripns. 

Surely would he assist in the wpr effort. "Shou1d the Governor-

Gener~t1 EI.sk me to recite thpt thf're is no God but All?'h th:'lt l 

would refuse to do so". In June 1939, he h~d terminr-ted his study 

44 

of the Muwatta) of Mplik And his commentpry of the Qur)pn • He 

ordered a1-Shihi5b's publiCAtion suspended. His health hf"d deter-

iorAted rapidly. He wps t?ken to his frther's home. He died on 

the night of 16 A?ri1 1940. His body lies buried in Const~ntinp.. 

The epitaph he wrote end w0u1d have chosen for himself re~ds: 

44. al-Shihab, August 1939, WeS the 1pst issu~ o~ the new~p~?er. 

During the cel~brrtions commemorpting the twen~y six ye~rs he had 

spent in the field of edu~~tion, 'abd pl-F:a~ld ibn B~dls pnnounced 

his withdr~w~l from publie li~e. He h?d ente~ed, in the words of 

Yuh~pd rl-S~lih Ram-d~n, th~ ne~iod of kitm?n. Excer~ts o~ his 

stùdy of the·YU!~tte~ ~nd his comment-ry of the ~u~Jén we~e publ-

ished in ol-Shih~. y~pmm~d ~l-~Jli~ ~pm-~~n co:lected his comm

entery under the ti~le Vin turàthinr ~l-kh~lid tefslr ibn b~dts 

also referred to pB l(o'~li9 ~l-t"d~ùctr, Algip.rs, 1964. 
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The jihAd which (abd ~l-Hamrd ibn Bà:dïs hp.d carried on till his 
• 

death WaS not being inte:.'rupted by the efforts of F}ny party to 

undermine his work. He forseked his f~mily and his fortune, his 

health Pond his Iife so Et.S to fullfil 1:' promise he once IDPde in 

Arp-bia to his tepcher, ~emdpn pl-Shpykh pl-W~nîsI. In his own 

words: "My life hPos been filled by el-Muntp.gid and al-ShihFb 

43 

and by the Associ-tion of Algerien (U1Etmë:"), , • As 2 result of 

43. The address mpde in Tùnis wes reproduced in al-ShihAb, June 

1937, pp. 227-228, from the TunisiFn newspaper al-Zabra. The ab-

ove mentioned quote appears, in Arabic, in al-ShihRb, July 1936, 

P. 226. Cabd ~l-H~mrd ibn Badrs ha.d seen himself as P. mu.1Phid 

whose life w~s béing immolated for the CaUse of Islam in Algeria. 

This excessive dedication to a cause, no doubt, ?ccrued his char

isma. The attempt which was mp.de on his life on 14 December 1926, 

Rue Maillot in Constpntine, during which one Muhrn Muhammad al

Sharif ibn Muhamma.d, a follower of Sheykh Ahmad ibn '-Alïwa, stpbbed 

him, waS brushed aside by 'abd pI-Hamrd ibn 'BP"d'Is whose almost f8t

alistic attitude seemed to defy evén depth (see el-Shih5b, 22 Dec

ember 1926, pp. 14-15). Concerning his fortune, he had never owned 

it perBon~lly. His frther assisted him in his e~rly yeprs. When he 

had become independent from his fpmily, he ~elied upon the contr

ibutions of the Al~eri~ns themselves. See r.l-Shihnb, March 1930, p. 

151, "Limpdhe ypnshid Fll-eh?l'! e:ll-ml"kFtib ~l-l]urra wa y~s"ünp. fI' 

ish2d~tihp", end July 1933, p. 347, "JpmClyy~t t:!l-Cë)il~t f'l

kr>bI"re al-islëmTyyp. bi qUBsen~I'na". After the Great Depression, 

the Government h~d offered to settle the debts which his f~ther 

incurred if only he ebendoned his ~ctivities. 'pbd ~l-~pmld ibn 

B~Ys, who conceived of hie role eS tpking precedence over fpmily 

and kin, rejected this offer. His life hpd, indeed, become 9.bsorb-

ed by al-Shih[b pnd the Associ~tion of Alge;ipn (U1pm8~. It will be 

rec~lled th~t he h~d divorced his wi~e in order to free himself compl

etely for whr>t he s~w ps his mission to restore Isl~ to its rigr.t

ful ~lpce in }~gerip. 
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, 'Sa yanX:a.llu juthmanï ila. al-tarbi a~luhu 

Wa ta.ltahiqu al-wproa bi Calimiha al-asma" 

, 'Wa dhï" ~üra.tr tabqa dalïlan (;.:l1a.yhima 

Fa. in shiJta fahum al-kunah fa stantia l-rasmÊ . -

lfu.lamih wajh al-Mar') i ma ya.ks~bu .9.1-Cilma , , 

,nffr-> s~mih a.khak in :::o:p.hFlrr->t bi nAqsihi . . 
Wa saI rp..hmphu tnrhpm wEI.la. taktasib ithmâ" .. . 

45. (a.bd a.l-?p..mfd ibn Badis hRd ded1cp.ted his picture to his 
followers and re:-:ders, those whose nrpctice it hpd become to 
refer to him as al-}~ur~hid ~l-Kab!r, a.s ~J.urshid al-Umma, as 
a 1- CAl irn n1-Ra.bbanï, al-SamadF'nT ~nd Wp lIyyu1U~h (see J. l)es
'1:->rmet, "Un reforôpteur ••• , o. 150). "rh~ ooeM w:"s w!'itten by 
himsel f. It is "Oub1ished in a l-Shih?'>b, A'1!'i1 1935, ~.t tIF t'?nd 
oi' the insue. 

4Q 
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At no time in his life h::ld Ca.bd a.l-Hamïd ibn Baa'Is set to 
• 

formula.te systemr>tically his ideas on reformism a.nd nationalism 

for Algeria. (' abd a.l-Hamïd ibn B?"dïs was a mpn of :"ction whose 
1 

inyolyements were numerous ~>nd touchAd Taon ma.ny asnects of the 

life of Algerian socip.ty. Eis articles, in al-Euntagid and in 

n.I-ShihPb, rempin the m?.ior c'Jntribution he will h?ve m~de to 

the intellnctur>l history of this ~"'riod. His plp..ce, wi thin the 

reformist move~ent, ~~kes him thp Most significant thinker of 

reformism in AI~eria. 

(abd ~.l-P.pmïd ibn BA:dfs' s inte re s ts !"anged .rro!Y1 rel igious 

to ryolitic~l nffairs pnd his thouPftt touched u~on soci31 and 

cultur~l m~tters. H~ exryressed oninions on the ouestion of 

civiliz~tion fo~ the Al~e~i~ns as weIl as for the reet of !Y1pn-



-204-

c 
his own world view. a.bd e.l-Ifamïd ibn B~drs' s thought is consist-

ent with the :)osition he adopted over the significélnce of Is18m 

for hu.manity. It interests th". student of Algeria for the undoubted 

contribution i twill hElve mp.de to the chél-nging of Algerian society. 

The Im:)lic~tions of Innovptions for Algeria 

( 
a.bd :3.1-Hemid ibn B~dis wps not the first to :--dyocC!.te reforms 

in ~lgeria. At lr~st a qUArter of a century before him, the needs 

to reconstruct Algerian society were exuressed by Algeripns 

who re~lized the stAte of decadence of their neoule. The value 

of Cabd B.l-HFlmïd ibn B~drs' s own reformism lies in the in tegrpted 

syste!il of thought which he instilled in the mover.1ent he hr-;d 

r,;unded. It is th~ nresentF'tion o-f" his idea.s which is being 

~ronosed he-e. Until and unless the iieolo~' of the Associ~tion 
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l 
remain as nebulous as it has been in the p2St • 

1. ('abd al-Hamïd ibn Ba:dIs is not the first modern reformist of 
Algeria. It 'will be recrlled tha.t, in 1903, Muhammad CAbdu had 
visited Algiers (and, according to D. Gordon, The uassing ••• , p. 
31, Constantine as weIl). His visi t hr::d becn fp.voured by th'" Fr
ench authorities for reasons which are described in A. Méra.d, 
"L'enseignement pOlitique de Muhammad CAbduh aux Algérip.ns", 
Orient, 1963, pp. 75-122. He W2.S the guest of a. li t tle group of 
nota.bles. Eis ideas found resuonse p.mong them and, in 1913, two 
Arabic newspauers aDpeared for the first time in Algeria (exclud
ed here is the o~ficial bi-monthly EI-Mobacher/al-Mubashir which 
first anpeared on 15 September 1847); they were Dhü al-Figar and 
al-Fa.rua ; their overt ~.im was to reform Algerian socie ty. The moto 
of the former W2.S thE' rur 'anic verse II, 88: "I desire nothing 
but reform (ielM.), so far as l am able' '(AlI O,ur:>anic verses in 
this dissertation are reuroduced in English from the trrnslation 
of Uaulana Urupunmad CAli, The Holy Our:> â.n, Lahore, 1951). The latt-.' 
erts issue of 9 March 1914, p. 2, nroclaimed it wou Id combpt innov
ations in religion. In 1917, a welfare orgr'nization was set up in 
Algiers. al-.JamiCi"n;a al-Khp*,"!vva asuired to spread educption a.nd 
!Tlor:31ity. ca.bd al-Yl'!lrd ibn 7dl.s's reformism nroved far more compr
ehensive. In a su~ach he delivered ta the Association of Algerian 
CUlama~(al-Shih~, November 1936, p. 354), he st~ted: "hâdhihi al
dacwa hiya. ru.iü' a.l-muslimïn il:? caaë::)td al-islam al-ma.bn1:'yya Cala 
al-Cl.lm wa nada5nihi tala ;:l.l-guwwa wa. al-rahma WB. ahkamihi Cala 21-
e:adlwa al-i san wa nu urnihi Cala a.l-taCaruf ba n ;:l.l-a.fr'? wa. al
,ia.ma.cat wa al-ta a.lluf wa al-ta alTl!!1ul wa. a.l-t ~wun ••• ' '. T is vlill 
be investign~ed in th- 'Ore sent chrnter. Thp. role of the Asrociation 
of Algerüm Ulama) and i ts nresident, ('abd al-1!amTd ibn Bë:dTs, hn.d 
mranwhile ret~ined the ~ttention of the Fr~nch durir.g their ~eriod 
of activity • .J. Desu?.rm"'t's rp.search a")ueared in "Un réforl'YL-... teur 
contemnorain en Algérie", A.F., ?la.rch i933, pp. 149-156, and in 
"La Dolitioue des Oulémas RIr.Ariens (1911-1937)", ~., 1937, pp. 
352-358, 423-428 J 523-527 and 557-561; see also A. Berque, in Revue 
de lA ~editerranee, .July-August 1951, pp. 417-429, A.G. Bouvreuil, 
in A.F., 1936, pp.582-594, R. ~.~ontAgne, in Politicue Etrnngêre, 
Auril 1937, pp. 131-139, and .J. Noël, ~, 1938, 'Op. 32-40. These 
?nd mr..nv others rempined invol ved in the -:)oli tic~.l fra.mework of thn t 
neriod ~nd sought to understpnd this nhenomenon in order to better 
co~b~t i t. Thnt "ost-inrienendence Alpe -i~~n historiogra.~,hy , on th'" 
othnr h~nd, wil! not h-ve a~uraised thr reformist ~ovem nt of (nbd 
al-lir>mi"d ibn B~dI's is .1ustified by the timid role which the !'s~oc-
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The ~icture which 
(' 
pbd ~l-HRmld ibn B~dis u~inted of Algeria, 

in his ~rticles RS weIl PS in his s~epches, re~pin~d most accurpte 

for everyone to acknowledge. He had renresented tr.t? Algerians p,S 

a community in which bf'.ckwr-rdnp.ss 'Drev~iled. The contr8st w~s, 

of course, shprnened by the ryresence nt their side of t~e S~ttl-

(' 
ers cOffinJuni ty. abd pl-JInmfd ibn 3adis ml'"'y h~ve used the h~rshest 

words to denict the state of decRdence of his ~eople. None hAd 

been ebl~ to disAgree with his observ~tion th~t the Al~e~ipn 

house WA.S, indeed, seriously divided pgainst itself and th~t it 

? 
deserved to be nut into order • He went on to de scribe it further. 

i~tion 0: Al!"'erip!,: CUl:'1m~ -, hps nlpved in the liber~tion pnd the 
recon~ tru~tion of Alf:"eri~. '-pbd ~l'-Hrunïd ibn B'ïd!""s' s refo~~ism h~ s 
b"en tre~ted in ~. L~chprpf, "Le N;tion~li9me ••• , in A. OU7egpne, 
Le '!-illeu~ Combat, ur-~is, 1962, ~nd in ~. Bennpbi, Voc~tion de 
L'Is!~~, P~ris, 1954, in p mnnner which will be described l~ter 
And which re~r,ine sub.;""ctive to the ideolop:icr·l commitments which 
tr.ese Al~e~if'n thinke~s hold. 

n _ It is sir-nificr-nt thet ~l-:J.n.;:p, whic!: re'1rr-sented the i!'1dip:r.;nous 
"8trblis!'.":'!~nt 0: Constpr.tine, pnd L::. Voix Indigêne, whic~ re~rin"'d 
for a lonr: ti!"!'le :he moutil..,if"'ce of thp Evo1uns, sD!>'!'"ed c~bd ~l-E~~ïd 
ibn E~-:!~s's vi .... w. ~bd r>l-~pf'ï7. ibn F.::ïshi':ll, dir~ctor of p1-~:~)R1t, 
de'110~ed, in "fFl~t p1_ijti~~c ~l-.i~z:'5:>ir!", ,10 AT· .. ·il 1925, '"'. 1, 
th~ s~~te or ~f:pi~s or A1"e~if'n society. ~. Zen~ti, n~itor 0: L~ 
Voix Indirêne, S'1n~kinl7 ~bout the Evo'u'~s, Cln 13 Jun n 1)~9, wro~: , 
"Cette ~:i:n ••• sa ~ronose d'nnt~~inc~ l~ ~~sse ve~s le '1rorr"s 
nt 1., civiJi~..,tion .•• " nn _ ~,!-.ar or wf".:.i~h Ï".~d be r '!1 ~..,-~":-r.!:t i:1 :~lr-'

ari~ ~o- - lon r ti~e. In ~~e ~~ irpsto w~ich ~l-'~~t~nid ~ub:iB ad 
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Algerie, in the twentieth century, hpd become P. IMld of ignor-

ance And illi terpcy .• Little schooling Wp s being o-Pfered i ts "1eoDle 

And whatever schools did exist ,roved MOSt in~dequ8te fo~ the timps. 

A1geria wps plso a. Ipnd in which ")overty hp.d settled. The Misery 

of its Deop1e cou1d be seen in its cities 8nd throughout its 

countryside. Ip;nor2nce and ")o-verty were nt the root of the> decay 

of A1ge"ian society. No wonder then thpt the A1r,reT'i~ns Iived in 

insplubrious conditions, th~t they becpme ")rone to vice and thFt 

3 

thr.y pbpndoned th n mse1ves to their bRsest instincts 

in its fi'!'st nUP.1ber, on 2 .Tu1y 1925, D. l, '''Abd A.1-Hpmîd ibn B?!dïs 

h~d founded his re~o-mism uryon th" rep1is"tion of Airerip's bpck

w"'rdnoss (mutaJffkhkhirp); his Aim wou1d beqoMe to revert his country 

to civi1iz::>tion (h~d~r~) pnd deve1o")Ment (Cumran). In yet ~::other 

context, in p1-Shih~.b, 17 '?ebrur;ry 1926, "9. l, hp wrote: "shAhpdnp 

h;:ilptp ~.l-u~'TITla. P 1-.ip z15 ) rr ïvv a A1-munhnt ta. fp a.ss?.sn~ hiOdhihi n1-,i" TTà p , , 

3. In 'I~:5.1pt n1-mus1i"'in p.1-tpCrsa", é'.l-ShihP.b, Il Se")tember 1927, 

n. 3, Cpbd p1-P.r-_~ïd ibn B~dIs hpd p;iv~n his own ryrnorp.l1?. oT the stpte 

of A1p-n!'ia.n soëi .... ty pr;d conc~uded:' 'al-!"1:ls)A1n br'sitn r'1-.in':~')ïr 

,jPh1 wp r:::~Yr':hU'!'n (i1m a.1-,1~z?)îr fpor Wp gh"'TTlL'lUm I7hinè .••• l'. &_ 
ShihFb, "~!'ch 1930, "). 157, W2.S '!1o::-e exp1icit pr.u rave th'? ~i~re 

'O"f'5üo Al;:-eTi~n chi1dTen who Y'ecr.ived p.n educ~:ion fo::- eVF:Ty 10.lJJO. 

'.rep_!1W ile, -:ub;:::" 'pk :ü-~fï1ï hpd described t~·.~ tvryr. oT educp ::.ion vr!üch 

WPS ryrev~i1ir.r:; bosides the few who ~eTe educ~ted in 7Y'enct sc.l~ols, 

the !"1"'.iorit~T 0'" /~lf"eTÜ"'s ryuni1s Y'ecoi'!er; th- :'!'}e of 7P.wiy~ educ~tion 

in w::ic:--: Ii~tl" Te~dir1fl" pr.d 7TY'itinF' w~s t"u(":--,t (sec> nl-S:.i[-1r~, Il 

?t">oY"l' Y'V 1986, ':1. 3. 
On t:--. :"1~ .... t~~ o~ "'o·!"'~t." non- ')~:--.e· tf1"'. J. '~i-:-""'!1te, in "Lp ?r~r.ce 

~t l~s O~U~!,n~ ••• , u. 29, ~~d Y'P~~-:-"kn~ ~h,..t ~o~~ th..,n ~nr. h~l~ ~ill

ion ~1~'" i"r.~ ~'?-~ ~~in~ su"'-o~~e~ bv st~tn subsidi7ed c~rtit~b]n 
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(pbd pl-Hp.mId ibn BP."dis' s desci'i 'Jtion of the stnte of Alp-;erü:m 

orgp,ni'Z'è tions in 1925. The Gre~':.t De'Dre ssion of 1930 hi t the Alr:erir'ns 
still h:-order thr'n thr't of 1907. A lrrger number oT them hp,d become 
é),ssociptp.tJ vrith the modern Euro,?p.r-n economy, eith"'r as workrrs in 
Fr~nce or ~s Ipbour on the 'Jlant?tions ~n~ in the mines end factories 
of Al~eriB. Once th~y had lost thei~ emnloyment, thev were being 
reve~ted to the tr~ditionrl society which, itself, h2d become den
ende1t unon th~ ir own s.,..lpri",s. Th'r Alp,:erinn nrol~tprirt, which 
conglomera.ted r'round the cities, in the bidonvilles ~or shrnty towns) , 
has been studied by P. Bourdie~, Soci01ogie de l'Algerie, Paris, 1958, 
Tr..,vp.il et travAilleurs en Alrrerie, Paris, 1963, p.nd Le déracinement: 
12 crise de l'r>griculture traditionnelle en Algérie, Pnris, 1 164, ~nd 
by J. Melia, Le triste so,...t des indigènes musul!!lans d'Alg.6rie, P~ris, 
1935, nnd by N. Gomr'r, L"épip:rption rlgerienne en Frpnce, P~ris, 1033. 
This rpnid ~rolet-rizat10n of the Algeripn nopulrtion hpd resulted, 
it should be recplled, from the de~integr~tion OT Algeri~n tribrl 
soci~ty. Th~t the economy u~on which the Algeripns hpd come to rely 
did col1"''')se could, me~r:while, not revert the "'1rocess pnd strenl!then 
the trp',ditionr-l econorny. On th,.,. contr"'lY, it shp.ttered it fpr more 
X'''''Jidly n.s this economy could not sustnin the new weight which the 
U'rer>t Dnression hpd forced it to bpre. It is this siturtion whicll 
Rll Al~eripn intel~ectupls becrme the wi~nesses of. 'Abd ~l-~amrd 
ibn Bndïs CO!71")rred the outw9,rd stpte o~ the Al:-e.,...ir;"s to thr't of 
the Se':tlr'rs, in ~l-Shihp,b, November 1935, n. 455.Th-t he drew his 
own conclusions for this si turtion rempins for us to discuss in vrhr t 
will follow. SuPfice it to to sPy thpt h~ hrd not weIl und~rstood 
the imnlic~tions of the Gre~t Denression for Algerin. Ee h1"d st..,ted 
in ,"'l-Shih~b, July 1927, p. 41: "inn?, spb?b bplpy::ïnp min Bnfusn~ lr; 
min pl-pjrnib". Eo grpnted thrt delinauency pnd nrostitution, ~lco
hol is~ p,nd tll~ urp;e for 0 -:- sy we::> l til, were ~ 1: soc ip l dise~ se:) which 
hrd ben;, im"'lorted into Alp:e"ip b~, the 4'rench. E'r S8W ~he soci,,-'l det
rri')~~ption of J..l('"e~ip. ps stemming not .rro!T1 tho econo!T1ic im")r'ct which 
?rrnce wi"~ hrve 11..,d ~n i~s Al~erin~ sub~ects ps from th" marpl coll
ansp 0'" tLe J .. lr::eëirns the'!selves (wp li-;llp.hi Ir; rk!".shp r;1-~,1~nib 
bi cadd ...,; ,.,k['.sha, rl-musli~ïn). cpbd ..,l-~:r-""îà iO!1 B~drs' S "'lëot;-Of"On
ists, th a ~r-dition~lists ~n~ ~llr Evolu~~, ,.,lso h~d ~~iled t~ s~e 
t!l~ sir"-if'ic-nce of' the G""~· t ::)"'-'~e2sion ~or Alf"eri-? ?:-.~ ~O,T'l<:-, 
:n"int~,ine(: th-t it is the "'b1"nàonmrnt o~ tr"dition~:ism w:1Îc:i. lie 
-': ',}-:e b'-'sis of Alf""'''i,.,'s "'lrobl !'!lS w!ül r ':he l-+.ter -n~i;:·."'inr :h:-t 
"!'le"> ~ol'ltion to ':hese -'roblp",!s could o~l" b"! ~ound in "'s~i...,il-tion 
~o ':;'--r:ce. 
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sociéty hôd not boen comDleted until h~ drew the ~icture of the 

condition of Isl'Pm in Algeria. As in the CRse of their worldly 

af~8irs, the beliefs o~ th~ ~~ople h~d much declined, pccording to 

('rlbd pl-BRmIe:. ibn BP':"dïs. Thp Alge-:--üms h!"'d grown en~tr~>ngeè. from 

th0. ryrinciples of thei~ fpith 8nd mp.ny ~rp-Islp~ic ~r~ctices were 

t!'-lri-iing ::1.S P resul t of this. Alge~iFln society VlF s p..lso seriously 

diviopd p.t!,p..inst itself. Sect8rip..:n.ism p..n0 fpnpticism hE'.d reul;::ced 

the uni ty of the communi ty in Isl"Rm. C:"1bd FlI-Bc'l."":1.I'.i. ibn Bàdïs rel-

a.ted the decline in the :-eligion o~ t.he Alr::erü'ns to thl?ir dec;::d-

ence. It is the de,~rture on the ~Flrt of the 180ple from the 1rinc-

iryles of reli~ion Vlhich h~d cpused them to f~ll behind the other 

4 
n~ t-.ions • 

4. -'h:-' ""'!~ te""'i~ l r1nd :,,:or~~. dec - denc e of' th", Alrre:-ir> ns nr'.è been ~ t tr-

ibu":ed by .' C·nbd pl-~~""'!!d ib~; ..:);'"è1S to their nbA..ndonmr:.:n.t ~&' the 

t",n'"'ts o&' Islrm: "b?'llr-t ~bn~?un~ tpddul dr-llflpt w?idih~ Cr"l~ .j-!-.lihi~ 

bi pl-isl-;;~: Wr1 taCp1r~ihi pl-n~f'iyrJ pl-kh~lidp.", in r-l-Shih~, :ov

f"'"'!ber 1935, ~. 455. Er:. h~d been mo"'e ""x-,licit in describing, in "r-l

A.'!1:-fid "l-·~;::s::iy~· fi "l-isl!'i:"1", pl-S:r.ihP'o, A",,"'il 1.134, ~. 1.:7, '~:l'" 

:v..,r>·o·~ "'elir-_on whic::' w-s beinF" ")-'~cti(!~à in !li!? ti:~'? by l:is cOlJnt-"~e:~; 

i: Cr:'·.~i3-:e'~ i!'1 r~orti~ic~'ions, ~itu~li",tic rj;-."lC~S "'!:rj ;::usi~, ...,. ,--;: 

s~c-'i&'ic~s, ;-·cts ~T'n~ il""i.ous &',)-!1i~~tion, s"i.'1t wo"sr-.i., "'n'] t:".r ... .,..~èo 

:Jf " ..... l>~tS "n': ~"'lics. ':--:-..... il~;irr:-f"e 0'" Sïd't C";'-b:: (I:--.kr:. ··..,~nn) '''''S 

&'~-:O'lS "'0" ::le ~~b""lchn::-:" it i:.·:it'?d. ':'!,-• .-:-o 71.-:~e -":.~~r:- S'l'"". ·~r· .. ti·:·: ~ 
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C 
ebQ pI-H8~îd ibn Bpdïs's reformism hpd beRn ins~ired from the 

thought of ~luhl"T'1m~d "Abdü pnd from the prticl~s of Rpsh"ïd RidA in 

al-Ha.nr;r. Like the reformists from Eg"nt, he hpd rested his entire 

system of ideps on th"? ,..,ostul~te thpt th!"' revel~tion mr>de to Ifl.ühl'lmffipd 

h8d comt:> wi th en'sV'Ters to 811 the "'1roblems of' h'lmpni t:v. The Communi ty 

of th'" Prouhet becpme th'" best community to hpve ever existed. It 

WFI.S one in which its membeY's were united in Isl;-m. The iY'r~tion~lism 

of the J15hilïy~ra WPS erpdicr-ted once pnd for plI. Le~rning nros,ered 

a.nd morp li t:v s~re~d. Isl~m hpd brought those who submi"tted to the 

tepchinp;s of 'ruh~mn:pd a. li fe fl"r be r.ter thpn h~d ever been wi tnessed 

which pl-ShihPb described pnd which wi'l be used l..,ter to illuGtr~te 

th~ t, indeed, Is l~r.l w~ s be inp: re~lpced b'r revi ved nre- Is l.":nic r~l

i~ious ~r~ctices in Al~e'·ip. In th~ cities, mepnwnile, the controvers

ies betwf">en the vprio'ls "!l~dhhpbs hr>d bpen rpp,'ing, AS is indicpted by 

pl-Shih~b, A"'1ril 1932, uu. 233-234. Th'" conflict between the mplikIs 

~nd th" hpn~frs, over the leg~l int~~~~et~tion of the s~me Scri~tures, 

7TPS com""lo'mded b~r the o'1"'1osition which e!'ch m~dhhpb, in AIC"eri~, r::nt-._ 

ert~i:'l-ri pp',.,inst th- v~rious tprI'ops pnd the kh~rijI's from 'l1?=d'I ·:i7.~. 

See, ~o-r inst~nce, Z. 8:nogorzwski, "Un ,..,oA~e ~bpdite s~- cert-inrs 

dive-rp,'ences entre l"e ~-l~kites et les pb~dites", Rocznvk Orien~Rlis~

VC7.nv, II, 'PP. 260-2118. C:-:bd r-l-!}a.""'Id ibn B~dis plso pdri.ed :he ~.>rol~F's 

pl-l~dhd::Tnp "",ih..,lün!' dln<'1u:"l vrP lUP'nr:t!' dYnihi:"1 to th~ .,i~tll~o (se r . 

pl-Shi!l?1b, J"'I1T Y"! 1 32, ~. I~). 8i,1i1 ••• , u. 34, CO').lr'; e>r:1 î ::- ti-::pll'l 

st-te: "i:::'lp c:.il1:>t~ A1-"11~1 ~! sunii1ï !'l-~'lSliT:1rn Wr> t~-:>~ü::r.uY'L';.i~ 

w"r-;:>~ ~"--·.1""'-':"':?!P in::i:;;tï-:i"'1 ~la til.k~· ~~-':1!'k;:::-n~:t, ~·l-l~ti k~!'!-·':. 1-·!-.u!:'1 

rI' s"l"'~ r·1_7r>:-:ï-·n !:ivp "bù Cdi!:i"'1 C:pn ri!'li'lik" -l-hurl~ ~l-Y'U:l~nr <._~.Cl(! 

W<1 i""n-',..u 1;;-v~~.1..,C.·'~""·lM ~~1:;"'" ~ï ~l-'i'lnivr> ''1~ 1-::- ~ï",_r.k"';rp i"~· 

i~i!:r> ·r~~';-c.ü b:,s;")r ... ..,~'l:.: W" i:t.::'·,!,".~:c.Ü rlh!':~Üu ~'-:-"ld~ -<.:l",d~-:;;-_i =:.:.., 
~'''''p'::~ib~.tl '--:i:;::-j1 r:-}:rsib ••• ". 
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5 
in history befo~e • 

The Pronhet 'lul}.~11l:'T)~d, in pll his wisdom, hrd been conscious 

of' the short-1ived inf'luence o~ his exemn1e for mrnkind. The ~'rusl-

ims wou~i invpripbly tend to revert to thoir nre-IsIRrnic instincts 

5. 'pbd ~l-P.:p'TI.ï,~ ibn B?="dIs hr:d !"'cknowledged the in-"~uence of both 
'~uh~m"'1:=>.d 'Abdü pnd Rpshïd :Ziap sever!"l times in his 1i.f'etime. Suff-
icè it to cit'"' hr-re his ~rtièle on t 'pl-IslFih pms Wp p1-ypwm", ~1-
Shih~b, '!JélTCh 1936, "1. 6411. The notion held b" CAbdü, in Ris'Plnt-;l
Tp..whId, C~iro, 1953, 'O. 62, thpt hum!::n :r-epson wr:s limited pncl thus 
renuired the Pro"Ohecy of HulJ.nm"1pd in orde~ th!"t mAn know wh,t he cou1d 
no t le~ '?'"n by hirnsel f, this notion h~d been submit'ted to by C'pbd !"ll-Hpmïd 
ibn B~drs nnd his follo'.'Ters. Si.jil ••• , n. 7, re:"d: "l!'"lr.ed k-:=nr Rl':n~s 
ORbl!"l ~l-ou::,,);;n c pIA ,;,.,hl mutbpn bi h~dha Al-isti c mpr ~l-fikrï hptta 
b!'lyynn~hu pl-qu"'=>;n wr wr-'Ç-E'Ca o~.wRCid~hu". rl-Bpshïr pl-IbrPhImï, in 
·'!!"l,j~lis ••• , p. 21, wrote: t 'k?in:"t !"'l-ummA ~l-Cr>rnb!"'vv!'" opblp. Rl-is1;"m 
WR "!lithluhp . .jnY!1ï c. r>l-Ur.1rm fi ,jNli11.yvR . .1:1h1à) fA hiyp P.l.in p1-,ru,jhB. :11-
fikrl.' R. fl. a p p1-dprR. pt Wr' f'! pl-wu hr pl-i "timA'Cïyyp fl. r'kha~? rl-
h?H'i"t W::', kpn~t lr> t~mluk psbrib nl-nrh n fp Fi ph? pll~h bi ~l-ou?" Rn 
WR fIhi kull m~ k~np :Ü-fikr pl- arpb~ yptptnll!"lbJ;lU min pl- aoë. Id nl
npoiya. Wr' p.l-bnMt5fo pl- cïl"l1 va. fp nRhr.> a. :=>l-Carrb WF' Pnh~, ü pl-ump.m 
rnaCp.hum tilkp. ~l-nph a. A1-1rti ZAIZAlpt rl- plAID ~l-rü.."1T Al- polI' 
fA. rdr1h.,brt mkhr;rirnhu WB th~bptpt hroa Tanu WB. zalzAlpt pl- R1AID nl
rn!"'dï". This wps the view hel~ by rll IS1pmic ref'or~ist8. The ~icture 
~ d~ew o~ ~~i8tine Isl~"'1 would be contr"8~~d with the stRte of thnir 
')wn socie~ios. C~bd !"l-Efl"'1ïd ibn BP.'dïs pt~ributed the desin~er:r~tion 
'J7 :~is ') .... ople -:0 th'" v"';'v si:n"11'O\ fr.ct thr.>t they h~d su~renrl.e·"'ed t.:'leir 
Isla..'1lië~v"'}.ues. In ~. s',o~ch h<=> m~de r't the U;:;-dI "'1-Tr>r8.anI, on 27 
OC~.l)ber 19311, in All""il'!rs, hl'! sr>id: "inn~ ~l-IsIFrn 'a.nd i,jti"!1-;:;Cï CF:rn 
rrr..r "!lr Yr>.bt15,ju il~vhi ~l-ins-;;-n n ,j-Y!l'!C npwfil).ï hpy:::-tihi. •• ' '. '.'he 
co~')1.1"'~v w"'s, ')f" cou::-s·", cl"~~l~, ~,h-t "'~()s","'rity cO'11d not, b~ -each"'d 
by the 'rus li"'1s 1"2t they ~e'Te~t:ed to wh~t h:=>d r!l~d~ ..... ~is~ine Isl!=,., 
so nxce..,';ion~lly s'1-ci..,l in !11ë':orv. In "~_~âl.,t ~l-Musli",:ïn "l-t:"Cïs~·", 
"l-'=i::ü .... ';:'b, Il S'?"'te".1b"''' 1~27, ~n. 3-4, A.l".n~i"n s:Jci' t·r w.,s b n i:1r ~]"'3C~
ib,.,i ir. con';~~s':. wi:;-. +.!-.e .... 0,.,~.·:1ri+: .. ')-" the Pronhnt. 'Tn' """Te,,::, .,- :11(:>~ 
-:~~,... ~!:n ,r'r .... ~~·.nes~ o~ ~!:e ~,!1e wn-e:: l---:c~i!'1(1' in th p O::1r.~ • . :· .. l·~(, -i, :-.... d 
ro:-s"k"';. t:--: n bnn,ri':.s or !s:.;:-,.,. 
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in snite of the fin~lity o~ rev~lption. ~bd ~l-~pmïd ibn Bp,dïs 

conceded ~hpt the decline o~ the Alge-irns WRS unescRn~bl~. As 

soon RS the l:Tusli'7ls hrd drifted r>Wr->y fro!!l the 'li'th which wns set 

for the!!l by religion, their society dec~yed. Reformism h~d, like-

wise, becom" " nOTm~ l fe~ tu'~e o~ the li f'c: 00&' the "Juslirns. As they 

deryprted from she 'lrincDles of their reli~ion, they were reminded 

o~ their deeds by those who m~int~ined thp trpdition of the Pronhet 

c -:;> rlive nmonr: the ?Jusli!!ls. The .t\ssoci~tion of Alr-e"'irn Ulpmn. 

be:onged to the refor~is~s of Isl~m. It 'ler'letu~tpd the ~xemnle 

o~ ~.ruh""''''''J:'1.'''d in Alr:e:;,i~ r>nn. wps entrusted wit"::. guiding the Alr:e,i:-ns 

b ..... ck to their tru- reli~ion. Erch timn their role wrs rn-d~ f'elt 

h.. T:: i s :: 0 ': ion 0 ~ 

!::" j s":e~..,,:d "~or..C 

5 

• 

T"'C'l-,inr- ,Ç>~~ ~:S"· (i§2.~;:) -n'i ~e!1o'!~';iJn (:~:i;T'i) 
th" "u:-:;li~s ~TO; r ?~~i':ion 7~:.ic>. j·.ou '-'u-"'r~ ~t:r-
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ibuted to the ProDhet. It repd: "Inna AllAh"" v ..... bcr'thu li h:=:dhihi 
pl-uT'lm~ti C.pl p rFlJsi kullp miJati sr.nptin mf"'n jujPddid Iphr' dTnphp.". 
It h,!"~ been develo~ed in its historicpl ryers~ective by cr>bd pl-}futC~l 
Al-9a.~fdï in r.l-:ru,j~drl id~n fi' pl-i Slrm, Ca,iro! n. d. It W8,S sulJ?TI:itted 
to by 8bd pI-Jjpm~d ~bn B~dîs wh,'n he stl",ted, ~n "Fll-},run~~arp WFI ~l
rnuh:;-~~rp , " ~ l-Shih';;'b, 1 7 T<'ebru~ry 1926 f, p~. 1-3, thpt he 'h ..... d wi tnes sed 
the st ..... te of misbe'ief of the Al~erian n~tion; h- decided to revert it 
to its true r?ligion. It h ..... d, meanwhile, been debnted by the Muslims 
..... s to whether refor:r.l ""nd renov..,tion would be the wo~k of one !Yl""n or 
of FI mOVement~ 1"1-7;!u';r>ddidün ••• , p. Il, showed thpt the grept i?TI"8;ns, 
thnt r'l-Ghf"'~Ûilï pnrl pl-?uyutï, we?'e such individupl ref'o:~meT's. crbd 
pl-~~~Id ibn 3~dïs hpd brushed such contro~.rersy r>side. In Alr;e~ir', it 
is the Associ ..... tion 0:' Alp;e1"i~n CUlFlrrJA") whose resDonsibility it hpd 
become to refo~rn Al~eripn soci~ty. The Flim of the Rssoci~tion h ..... d been 
st:'lted in 8i.;il ••• , p~. 69-70: ".i""mCïYYFI,t éll- Culr'T'1ë? jr>mCïyyp Cnmïyyp 
d'fnTyya. tphdhIbIyya fa hiyp bi pl-sife,t pl-"üll'l tuCal1.im WCl tndC.ü il~ 
al- cïlm V!p tp,rp'hr',b fîhi Wp', taCmp 1 ép.la. tp.rnkînihi fi al-nufüs bi WP sR-=>il 
C~ürJnr:yYa "T-;:'<}i~n IF' tAtpsa:t[-l.r vm, hiyro bi F'l-~i:F'1;; Fll-thanï:yYp. tuCpllim 
Fl,l-dTn Wn p.l-carpbIyyp.. li ~.nn~h8. shr>yJr.n mutpl~,7.im'?in Wp, tp..dcü il""vhimA. 
wa. trrgh::;,b fïhimn WPI. tpnl:tü fi pl-dîn munl?-phn r>J.-khu!?u!?I wro huwp. al~rujüC. 
bihi iln. nioaw~.tihi al-ülF! WPI spm'RhFltihi fi 'Roa)rdihi wa Cibadi5':tihi 
li nnna hfidhro huwa ma,Cna Fll-isl'Ph ~l-lpdhdhi U;Si8P.t li-p.jlilii wa 
wa.q . afp..t n~ fSr>hp" c"ala.yhi ••• ' , • ' 
','hr-> :!"ol'-' 0:' the refor""üsts h ..... d, of course, been dif'f'e:",ent fro'!l th ..... t 
of the 'lronhets pnd of the sepl of plI 'îroryh~cy, :::uh~m::lad. ~bdü's 
~isalp .••• , . p". 89-95, hpd con7inc ine~.Y p.rgued 'fo~ thr np.cess i ty of 
God to ffipke plI ctb~d~t knnwn to ~pn. Once this hpd been pchip.ved, 
hurn'"'::itv would be lef+' to its own pbility to f~re well on the bpsis 
of he7' knowledge of th'" di 'Trine 'lrinc:inles. The ~isal,:. ••• , p. 192, hpd 
shown the wepkness of MR.n: "sa.t~c.a r'l-isl~~ Cala. ~l-diyr;T' rl-l~ti 
.2,",l~~hpha pnlr'h ..... fr> IPM y~kun b~yn~ phli tilkr> ~l-divpr Wp b::>vnr>hu 
illn nn vrlsmpCu k ..... l;:imn. pll~h WP ~fa8hühu WP, in pr::.fü cpn :"'rîa f'll-dïn 
:"l7M;:inf'ln w~ k;:;du vptpz'P.hzah'ün il~ mp w[-!r~ MU". This Wp,S re'lepted bv 
pl-Ibr;:;n,r....,r, in .,,:rp,l~lis ••• , n. ~2: "K~npt tpS;ub bihi"Tl min Cpwpsif" 
pl-trfprrun Wp tpthür fïhi~ min t~b~JiC pl-mulk WP. ghRZà'ïz pl-munf'lfpsp 
fThi m?i tp,,nnllr>flu k~f f'ï t::>d!"1ïr pl-MPl"'J ..... lik Wp tptbï:!" pl- r- ~r ..... t fp 
V~T ~. Un::> il~ pl-nuè" f'n Wp Vp ~si:'!1ijnp bi ""l-isl",,~ fa v~,jidunp. fThi'!'lP. 

'"'l_wpni ilp rn da.khpl:"'':.huM pl-~ rp.r pl-~pdsusp wa ffipza pthum 
al-~Tr:'~ht'!'l pl-D'!J.prïb~ Wp ibt?ilü bi lio~ sn ~i'TlJaa Flfsf'ldp. min oalbihi'n 
Wr> k"'nr> .,in té' thîr dh:;lika a.nnphu!"1 intr>nalü min pl-tpfpT:!"uo f'll-lr-d}-;,i 
vnc~;u"'1 '"'linnu pl-din ilr> rl-tpfn-rur fi' :-l-d~n n:"':"sunu WP ft pl-aurJpn 
n:->fslL'1u ••• ". This W::>S the situ:'tion w!lic?: reformis'"'l would h,,-ve to 
co."! t'Tont :-.:~TOUI=1)-.out thr hi st 0 '!' .. of th'" ~~u2l i,.,s. C"bd ~ l-:~r':"lIr:: ib:': 
3:::-dïs "'nd his fol ~.o·"c:!"s pccented thp. ris"! pn r: .f'r>l ~ of the socir:ties 
~f Is~::;'''': ~s h"-~rinr; been ~o:!"e~een b:,' God •. "'.s Ion!" ..... " ., f~w ~i".hte".·r 
"1l:--~,i"'12 di(; "'Xiê~ Ji'.tlp. "'-.0111d it be ~er-t:>è ~O::' th~ Te~·t or tiy C:'J"'1"':

unit". 
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The Repson for Alge~i~n Decadence 

I~ the reeson for Al~eria's dec~dence lie in the innovations 

which were being nrncticed bv its ryeo~le, th~ bl~me for it ~ll 

W8S attributed by 'pbd :-:l-H~r1Td ibn B;;-dïs to the eUlpm~") whose 

role it h~d ber:n to shirld the Communitv f""om every m"lnr~ctice 

in re1ir"ion ~.ret whose ~ttitude it h~d becoTl'le to ~llow inn07r>t-

tions to crr:e0 into Isl~!"'1 in Al('"eri~. Alreri~n refor' ism hr>d~imed 

:"It reh~bili!;::>tin,... society to its re,""'l fO'lnd~tions. It could only 

rchieve so if th()se who unde:;stood Isl7>m, its CUlp!!l§I, p'"sumed 

7 
• 

7. <'"~bd :"Il-:::r~rd ibn .i3iïdïfl h~d bo"'rowed Abü Ish;"r Ibrrhïm r>l-Sh~ibï' s 
dpf"ir.ition ô~ the bidCa: "bi rulnah:"l turun mukhtr>rïCa. f'ï r>l-dIn tuçl~hl 
al-snprCI 'P. vpo ud r.'!l-s'?'llik cplpvhp pl-~ubFlpgh::t ft _r>l-tp'-abbud li 
al:.AAi r"'l-ShihPb, J~:m-r~, 1933, u. 120)". '~his conce'1tion of inn')v
~~ion bv ~l-Sh~tibl (died in 1388) had found muc~ fpvour r>r1on~ :he 
:'"'lode'''n ref';J!"mists o~ Isl;'''''!. ::is Kit?>b "'l-Ictis;-m wps re-edited b~, 
lpshfd ~id'" in 1913 (see c. Brock~lmpn, Geschichte ••• , S II, 374). 
suc~ c:;e""fions bv ~~n h"d b~en pllowed to creen into ~hr ~:;inci~lns 
o~ r'?' irrio!1 bec~use o~ the l""xit~' of thc. <'Ulp"'1P:">. This vi"' .. ·, w"s beinr: 
he1d b-''''l' "'1embers of" the As"Ooci-:ion of the A1p'e ..... i~·n CU1P "1P.). In r>l
Shih~, A'l~rf; 1934, "O. 397, ~l-Bps!1ï:; :->1- Ibr,?hï",ï st~ted: "~
khuruj~ ~iv~d~f;i rol-u!TIIIl" ~l-isl~"!lr-,,!p ~in ?v~di ~l-(ulr.>!M") h'lWP ""'kb~r 
psb-;;b -l'1 !'!1-::;" w~§~lnt i1'··1'1i :"!'lin inbit;-t". "his view w"'s te-it:~~, te'; 
b" (!'lbd ~l-::"'~ïd ibn B":::dlS in ~n ~ddTess h- m,-rie ~o the Ul~,l:'1~ of 
th'? Z..,.,tün~: "idn~ r?'1~Cnp t~rn{:'1.a ~l-"!'1'lSli"!'1ïn fï s~C:Td:-> ~,ii.im W!'l 
sh~('a.::>'ïhio:: W? i~tin'iCihi..., W~ i': i ~ ir.i", W~ ~dn~ dhnik~ 'l',r 'bitu 
i:;tib:'lt~n !:'lubïn::on bi oiv~:ni P.l- l~m~ bi w:"',iibii".i"!'l". Se~ pl-S:Ür.~, 
Se..,te!'!1ber 1~39, .,. 369. '.'his si!"!"'" istic vi"'w w-s !îot o:;iILn-l to 4.r.,,: 
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The CUIR11l2') h~d inheri ted their functions from the ver'! n!"'ture 

of the nronhecy of Mul?-prmn~d. The auqli ty of the ~ur')8nic message 

pnd the fine,li ty of the "'1ronhetic nhenomenon invested those whose 

ability it bec2me to know Islpm with th~ resnonsibility of nreserv-

ing religion in its reve~l~d forme As long PS the CUlp,ma> did pssume 

the l'ole which God bestowed unon them, Islpm reITlAined un::>dulterpted 

for the l\l~uslims pnd they DrJsDered PS p result. As soon 8S the CUI am a? , 

b" their ~ctions or inpctions, uermitted th ir religion to become 

tRrnished with innov·tions, the ~lslims ceRsed to "")rogress pnd dec-

p.dence set into their midst. In Alr.eria, this straightfon12rd nRttern 

hpd pf~ected thp. historv of' i ts "")eo1')le. By the time the CUlemâ? surr-

endered t:leir duties, the relig.on of the Alr-erip,ns cepsed to be that 

of '~W:p,mm::>d. 'l'he Algerü'ns suf~errd from plI the evils which innoy:"t-

8 
ions nu!":u "e • 

Alpe,i"'n rerO·~.i3tS. It w .... s best for"'u' ~t~d by Ahm::>d ibn ':'r:'!:-nIyya, in 

the 13th Cf'n~,11r'r, ~s '\Vill be s:~;own 1~","':. 

B=nïs WTo~e in ~l-ShihTb, October 1938, n. 84: 
w,:, b i r> 1- 0 i p_'!li 
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Is1~..m hRd come wi th the. essenti?l nrincip1es which ma.n wou1d 

require in order for him to orgRnize his society rationally. It 

remFined for the CUlamâ~, who were thp 1epders of society, to 

formule.te the pr~ctiCFlI stens 1epding towr-rds the desirflble Is1-

a.mic conduct. In order thpt this mFy be rChieved, they would h~ve 

to understpnd the messpge of the revel~tion m~d0 to Muhpmmpd. Their 
• 

science resulted è.irectly from their submiesion to functions which 

9 

God had ru1ed they shou1d perform • 

etic function of Muhp..mmpd h~d forced unon the '-U1ama), in the SunnI 

tr~dition, thp resnansibilitv of religious intern~et~tion of the Scr

intures of I~1am. al-Shih~, October 1934, p. 478, emnh~ticr,lly st

~ted: "lpm yua1pb p1-muslimun hptta yuslph Cu1pmF")uhum fA innpm:::: p1-

Cu1pma~ min p.1-Ul'!llllP. mitha1 pl-oa1b idhp s~libe e1-oalb splibFl pl-,jpsAd 

ku11uhu wa idhp fpspda fp spda a 1-,1 p SR.d kul1uhu' '. Indeed, as the July 

1936 issue h~d snelt out, on p. 213: "inna p1_cu1pmP) um~ththilün~ 

a.1-wPsf FlI-1R.dhdhi m; kr.;nAt ~1-umm1" U1?'llllP. il1p bihi Wfl huwa p1-is1P'm' '. 

9. Th'" f'rgum'nt over the rrtionplit'· of' IsI~!!üc reve::.~tion h~d best 

been nresented for the Islp~ic re~ormists bv ?,~uhP"!'L~~d 'Abdu. In his 

Ris~lp •.• , n. 60, he wrote: "Cp.lR hpdh~ aoEmp t • R 1- sh~rF')i Co Wr' bihi 

ist~~nmk~t pl-t~kP1if WP man p~pr~ shpyJfin minhu o~d r.nk~ra makpn 

a.l-im~n min nafsir..i Wp huwp Ep.o1uhu ~l-l!>dhdhi sh:-orpfpl1u a11:=;h bi ~1-

khit~ fI awpmirihi w~ npwphThi". In the introduction to his studv 

of' the ~xegesis of' the ~ur)~n, Cpbd p1-P.p~ïd ibn Bpdis h-d divided 

the functi6ns of the (~lim into two disiinct ry~TtS, the fi~st w~lich 

consisted in u~derst~nè.ing the mepninp of revol-tion !>n~ t~e second 

w~ic~ c~!Jed fo- the im~le~entption into driJy ~ctivit~ of' th~ divin~ 

o~din~nce (see ~nj~lis ••• , n~. 41-51). So did he s~r~e, on ry. 44: 

"h"dhr sh-v~ o~l!l mi!TIJM. li ~l-r'lr;);n Ti" ~l-c!r_ikr bi ~""lwr;Cihi 'J.

th~l"f":hp i1r'1 ~~ f1:hi r.'lin Cïl!"l m~s;lib ~l- (ib~d fI "'l-:'!!~r" w' ~:.

~~t~d W~ b~st ~sb~ ~l-kh~v~ w~ nl-s~-r w~ ~l-s~C~dp
 w~ ~l-s~~o~wa 

fr "'l-d'l:1iv~ 71" ~l--;khi:r!'> WP cï~!n rl_nuT~ls W~_.!2!;77n:!.!'~":-_~lE~ ..,~:_ 
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In the H~ghrib, the (U1p.ma'" fors~ked their res'1onsibili ties RS 

soon ~s they su~rendered th0ir Ippdin~ rol~ in society. ~bd ~l-

~arnrd ibn B8.d-rs determined the begj;iudng of decadence when r{ysticnl 

Broth~'1hood VTrS rllowed to p'1'l°pr pnd become insti tutionrlized. ?\~yst-

icism wps in direct contr~diction with the scientific undprst'nding 

of Isl;;m vrhich sour:ht to CQ"1"FPhend the scherne of God for m~nkind 

by Wr>ys !"nd means w~ich '.'le1"e other th~n those which ~'.tuJ;~!!'1J!lrd trught 

rnr' which the true CUlprna") u~held. If the rise of Mysticism w~s the 

rnost p~~prent ~erture o~ rd'Jlterpted reli~ion in Alaerir>, the onus 

of blRme rested, p.ccordinf'l' to Cr>bd r1l-H~"'1ïd ibn B~drs, on the corr-

,"I-pkhl;:;n "r~ r'1-'" r>"'1 vrP kuli vr>t !"'Il-siv~sr> WP pl_tpshrIC 
WP hporï~n 

rl- '~.~"', fi r'1- urnrrF'n WF' pl-iitimë. WP ni ,Fm :-l-k"WD ~1-!!lrbnip-p C.pl r 

pl-r~h..,"" W~ r'1-ruwwp vrP pl- pdl Wp p1-ihs~n ilp m~ tpO$ur <rn pd~hu 

pl-""lsin~ vrP trC,1~7 Cpn pl-ib~tp bihi p]-i~hF'm Wp innp1"1r vr.n;;lu kull 

t:,rl minh~ ('p.la npd~ ~r> cindrhu !nin spl'?5'rnat oasd w" sih!lpt cil:"l bi t:-nd~ 

WP ~:-V sT!' ~in :-l-b.:-kL'!1 r 1- cp 1 Tm' , • 

10. f..b"''.lt the i!'1~'>l""!'1Ce 71:-:ich "vs",ic~l Bro".herr-.'l:Jd 'iic~ h'7e on J..ll7er

Ü'n Ig~~:-;:, 5i,;i1 ••• , -op. 23-24, wrote: "fp r.iy~- rl_1,ti (,,)lrshgh~t "'·1-

""1lls1i~Tnp li p""w,-li m~ t~f:- bi!~i~ tr:-:>i~llr"'-· WP p'~~shiv' t:.U"'l bi h:-S.fli:'"!Ï 

.,l-rQ'1 r1_k!":-b!tr.r> r~h t-7hTdihi""! ~ï :-l-r.ur'an w~ k'~,.r, 1;." ·'~'7.h'rl :-1-

""!Ug~ i':'ün!> .1"1: "l-r.u~?in 71" kull m~ f!;- i ,..,in f"~71~7i~ w~, k}-;'vrrt 71" br~'k~~ 

rr>c:d in".rzpCr>th~ ~inhu "l-t·.lr'll"' w~_ ,1~T':-dpthu "!:i:1r;~ VT~ 71~ç,rC~t:-.ll :1 

nWT'~èi:'!' rl_~btrGica. w~ "'~;:::r:ih'" r:'!.-""1'.1kr,':.:--:-i<p". C~b1 ;1-;:'~rd ion 
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Is1~mic refor~is~ hp.d ch~rged Islpmic tr~ditionp1ism with h~ving 

cE'used the i'7lDect of' ISlpl"1 on society to be diminished. In A1rrerip, 

the Associ~.tion of Al~eripn ("Ulema') pccused the Officipl CU1é'.mB? 

of h~vin~ ~ernetr~ted innov~tions which ryroved det~iment~l ta their 

own co~~unity. The grertest sin to h~ve been cornmitted by tr~dit-

ion~lism hpd been th~t un-Isl~mic ~ttitudes hpd been p110wed to 

becorne entrenched in the Islpmic tr~dition of l~érning of the Alg-

eripns. They cl ~sed the doors of i,itihFd rnd ro.t~ined the minds 

of' the "1eo'91e in the wpke of ' ' their "1~edecessoY's nnd in imi t~tion 

of these. In time, they hpd confused their own tr~dition with the 

trpdition 0: Is1~m. They were comnitting their own innov~tions in 

B?dls justif'ied the ~ction8 of' his movement, in ~l-Shih~, Anril 
1934, p. 211: "inna :->l-n.1Uslim!h m~ t:< Bddü li muoaWf'mpt 8.1-'ururTi a 
illa bpCdp. r',n ra. PW ru-'psa")ahr> J!?nshurüna pl-bid a bpynp pl- Cib!>di' '. 
He re"1orted A. r 1jote by Alf.'I!1nd ibn CAI1WP from ~ 1-3p l~ l"ll, Il ~J~ Tch 1931: 
, 'pl- üf'rr-!p. hi p (ib;:;'rp.t {!'In. ~wpl..,t ta. bïo a w:-l pl-"'1ukp,llpf R.l
,rinirp. Wr> ~l-b~tinp a12. m~ ,la a bL"'i pl-sh~1' ~l-shr1''!f ••• ''. In thr. 
words of' Si.iil ••• ; f:l~ 20: "anna Rl-:'!l"dh~ib rl_~üfr:,yr fp hiyp ~bCp.d 
pth;;r f'r t~shwï(1 h?",a;'~o ~l-drn vœ. ashad :7lun;;fF't li rü:1ihi Wr> R.rwp 
t"")':l-;"!r fr t"frrn k"'li""'l~t pl-'7lusli"'1ïn li pnnphp t"'rjac. 'fï pslih- ilr> 

C. '1-,... d b'- ' , , l . , l T 'Ir· t .. '. f'. d' ~ t" np7. n A"~.:7l1.P :7lU :.l:7lP .• ronl.C".!. y, tJ •• -l.r~n e, .:"e .rl.en o. ne 
·.rVs~ic"'l Brot!:ernîods durinr- th~: ..,e1'iod, "o:reed in Lr> !::esse ..,r·Y'ioà::'
nue ,,~rbe, ~'ris, 1907, D. 202: "?~r:~ig il nou~ est ~Y'rive ~e liY'~ 
rvec unr. "'~r~-bIn sUY'''1rise, drng Ir 're9~e -1'.,be, d~s ~rticles e~r~g:~ 
cont1' o Ins ~·1'~bnuts, ces ~Y'~nds im~O?te'lrs nui f·u-sent 1- 1'~!ir:0n, 
s'en1'ichis-ent en ex,loitpnt 1- cr~duli~~ nriv o des ~~sses e~ r~si~ten~ 
"1~rtout onini .. tre~e:.t !t l'e""")1'i: nOUVe!'l'.l ••• ". (.,bd -l-::~·""':ïd ior: :?~r;r:-; 
rnd ~is ~nl-o~eY'9 could not hrvo ob~oc~e~ ~c ~~i? virw.· 
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th~t they ~istook ~ny innov~tion in their tr~dition to be ~n innov-

Il 
~tion in religion 

Il. :he ch~rge which re~ormism m~de ~g~inst the tAo1rd of the tr~d

ition~lists h~s inv~ri~b1y inc1ined the refo:",mists tOV'lprds scriutur

p1ism ~nd 1iterp1ism. The inevit~b1p trend tow~rds institutionp1ization 

cou1d never be pvoided in s'1ite of th'" prgu."!lpnt in fAvour of reneVled 

~nd unimueded ijtihFd. (Abd p1-Hp~ïd ibn B~dïs, 1ike ~uhpmm~d cAbdü 

before him (see his RisR1p ••• , -9. 158: 1 laMa p1-is1pm ~lp. p1-t201ïd 

Wr:>. h8mph~ Ca.l~yhi hpm1p.tpn 12T7J. yp.ruddhp Ca.nhu p1-aadpr f> bpdp.rpt 

faya1inabu p..1-~utpgh~11ibp.. CRIa. r>l-nufUs wa. iC'ltp,lp,Cp,t usUlnhu a1-

rasikhp. fi p1-mr>dprik WF> npspfé't m~ kp.n8. 1phu min dat a 5 im WP. r>rkp.n 

fI' c:a.oa'1.d p1-umam l 1 J, hpd pttributed the sc1p.rosis of rr-1igion to 

th'? b1ind imi t~tion of the nredecelJsors (see 1 1 Ath~r a1-t8. r !lïd' l, in 

a1-Shihâb, 7 Ju1y 1927, '9. 1. p..1-HuntAoid hpd re:lroduced fr~m :"l1-

Zahr2, in '2.'unis, p..n rrtic1e by Shpkt'b Ars1pn in which he wrote: 1 IL[ 

yumkin is1~h p1-is1~m fp p,1-is1~m idhr> s~lihp fp. 1p yp,Güd huwp. ~1-

islam b~l d"t'n8n -rump.r l 1. cAbdü h~·d p1so differentÜ·ted between the 

B:Us1i~s pnè. Is1àm, in ~isnp ••• , 'On. 152-153. In .n·1.n-eri2., Cpbd p1-

Hr>mI'd ibn B~d1S cou1d "Joint to H~likism ~nd to the trp.di tion of 7Jplik 

ibn Anps which he SPW P S contradic t ing one ~nother. Ris ovm study of' 

the T-:ruw~'!.tta" hpd p..impd pt reh~bi1itpting the 1ptter r>nd !'lt err-dicr>tinr; 

the forr"ler: 1 Iwa nrhnu bp..Cda p..n bavvanna tpC1Im p.1-d'!n min sunnat r1-

npbï Wr> min CRmp.1 :"l1-sp1!:>f min ah1 p,l-ourun p1-fpdi1a. p.1-mpb..T'/itldn WP 

"1inhum imë.mp..112. impm dpr pl-hi rR m?"'l ~k fp innrlnp canrdnr- ~·1- <p7.m Cp.1p 

is1fh p1-tpc 1n-t ' 1 P l-Shihtrb, Octobe!' 1934, n. 481 • The n"""s-p-"v r 

c~rri'?'d ..., di!"llogue betwl?en ~ tr-ditionr-1ist :"lnd ~ r-r.>for""list, in Hovemb

pr 1932, n. 565 pnd December 1932, "1. 616. This di~~ogup wps, unè0ubt

edly, ~ictitious. The refor~ist criticized thp trpdition o~ ~ :->nd 

tp'-'lïd whic~ tr r dition-lis"1 cultivp ted. This i6 wh9't'e the grprtest 

innoy·tion of "'11 h~d been ""er"Jetr~ted. Th", ro1e o.f' the (Ulpm~') hr-d 

been to Te:r-in p d to '1reserve the Cibpd~t of' Is1~m in thp f0r~ t~ey 

were r-eve-led to .., .... On th", contr-ry, i~ w~s th8ir dut', to ind"lr:e 

i!'1 ::-'e unin:erru.,t~d for""ulption of" r:1UC~m~l~t thrt would -je~errr:ine th'? 

Is'-"""ic conduct of th~ COr.tT!lunity. T:'1e tr~ditionr ists hrd f~ilr"d in 

b0th C0unts in Al~eri~. Their rigid ""linds ~~~vented thp evo~~tion of 

rnu~:i.:":1~l~t to t"'k'" "11:"ce whiTe tr.eir excessive c"re f'or t!:eir o'\vn tr"d

i~ions ""p~itted o":hers to cr-use inno'Vrtion to ".-kp "l~·ce in -:h'-' Y'?rv 

.f'ipld ~~ ('ib~è?"'t (the rof()r~ist_h~d, 0"" COUT?e, ~he ?;~:vsticr:l Br')·:h

"'T!:O'vlS in ~ind). Th'" ~,rrr:li~ion-li!';t Wr<:; re-:.:ninr:ed 0"" ~he l'~-riition: 

,'w- 6~rr- -l-u""lur- !!1Uhd~":.h~+.'_ü:.:'l w~ kull ~uhdrt!'.~ hidc~ w~ k'üJ hidc~. 

d~l~l'" w~ kull d~l~l~ ""i ~1_n7T". • 
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t The decline of the role of the CUIF:vnp'J in s,cietv hf'd been noticed 

by \.,bd ~1-1!~mTd ibn B:::dis in the very "field of understrndinr: revel-

ption. The a,s imnortpnt function of guidin(" the community rlone; the 

urth of IsI~m would np.cessprily become nffected by the very frilure 

of the CUI pmi? ") to "1::ro1') C rly conceive of their réligion. ('pbd ~l-Hpmrd 

ibn B~drs hrd de~lored the frct th~t the CUla~R~ were no longer the 

te~chers, the legisl"tors nnd the morRlists of society. In Alge-ip, 

re!. ifSious educr'tion bec~lJne obsol8te ~nd vrp s be ing re"11p ced by the 

teachinr; of v~lues which were plien to the nrece"1ts of Isl"Fïm. The 

~nd un-IslrMic l"ws becrm- n"1"1lied in rn ever wider field o~ humpn 

nc-+:,ivity. T:'1e ~Lor:-:lists of Alr-eT'ipn soci"'ty we'l"e "'lso othp", t}yn 

. b 3~rl- h d d' . d '-h t .. t . 1 ~ .r- t' ("UI -"). o' l !1 . r ,1S .. r 1S"ls~e. e !"pG.l 1'Jnr '1"0 p. 0 !'1p. ~~~ ln ~1lS 
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12 
in m~tters of religion • 

l~. el-ShihPb h~(: been Most ex-,lici t in i ts exnect,...tions of the 

function of the cPlim in society: "'\7e mF C~üP. !"l1_ culPInP.) !'l-l~dhïna 

hum ~sbPb ~l-h,...og fT ""l-tr>shr~c:. ill~ t'ln y~t~nEl.dd[l.mu li khidm.,.,ti ~l

U~Fl. multazimTna. pl-isti amp pl-chnJ. P wa. pl-i.jtim?-iCJ.yy? WP ypCl pmu 

li np.shr dïnihim w?. faÇiâ . ihi wa Akhlprihi"{August 1932,"9.420). 

The OfficÜ.l CUIAIDP:} renounced these "es'1onsibilities. In th"!!" '\7o:r'ds 

of f'l-l~untaC1id, 21 October 1925, in pn prticle by ca.bd rl-1jpmïd ibn 

B~d:rs enti tled "c:.Ulal'!laJuna rl-ypwm", the role of le?dership (E1,

CulAn}"?) rUJasa?) of' this body existed no more; "innr-l ghFlib C,.Ila.mp "un? 

r.>l-yr'wm ypC1ulun ViP la y~:t<nlün khawf?n Fl.W trmCan ••• ' '. Th frct thr:t 

the CUla.ma) hpd ~ccented emnloyment from the Stélte (tPWR7,zpfü) hpd 

ren .... esented the rge old dilernnp of this institution in Islf'mic history. 

In Âlp;erir>, cr-bd pl-J:rr>mi'd ibn :m;d!s r'nd his follo,':e:'"s hpd "!1rotested 

the inte7'ference of the French government in th' religious pff~irs of 

the ?,~uslims. ~.rubp.rpk pI-ICn.r, in pl-Shih"Pb, Il F'-'bru?ry 1926, n. 3, 

voiced their rnger pt the so-c!"llled religious '1olicies of Frpnce in 

North !-.frica .• To '1ut the entire blr>"TIe on the F-::,.ench, on the other hrnd, 

wouln be to pvoid f~cing the truth. The Cul?mpJ of' the M~ghrib were 

br>ckwprd. Th~ reformists !!'lpde it p noint to underline this observr:tion. 

Si.1il ••• , p. 8, strted: "wa 1;:ikin sirr r>l-our::>;:n lrys~ fi h;::"dhp. rl

hifz rl-jr-f rl-1..,dhdhi nrhfS.zhu Wp l?" fr h~dhihi rl-tilpwfl ~l-sh"-lla" 

;l-lr ti nr> t~iïhp WP lrysp nün pl-mpop.~id âl-lrt i pn7r>1? 'l;i t"'Qq io iha 

tilpwptahu <pl? f'l-imwrt wa la ittikhadhB.hu m~kspbuhu Wr> 1; istisnfn-") 

~ihi min pl-!">rnrFQ. ~l-jism"'nJ.YY?. Wr> inne.m?. rl-sirr kul p1-si:-r f~ fphmihi 

Wr> itb?~ihi w? p1;~"'~hrllur b~)pkh1r>~i~~". Such w..,s cert'inly no: the 

c~se ~!!lon~ the Of' J.CJ.r1 Ulp.m.., • ~l-ShJ.rl~, Au('Ust 1939, '1. 328, n"d 

show~ t~eir tr~ining to be most deflciént; of tr~ditionrl educ"~ion, 

it wrote: "f~ innAh~ t~rïo~ b~iyp. ~tïo~ trCt~r.Üd C~·l? ~1-mu,1~d..,1~t 

~l-l."f::-ryya ... ". And 3i,1i1 ••• , n. 18, ta p.dd: "W? min "'l-~ul.tzin anna 

p..l-r1ir~S2. h~ttr- fi ku11.iy-ti ~1-7..",".ün!"> 1;:" t:o>7~1 .i~riyr> Cr>lp tilk8. ~l

:~",p.?ir ...,~·IT ti1k~ ~l-kutub w~ 1~ :~7.~1 tlln:o>-:--rir :f"t"nP tilk~ ..,l-nr~/ 

WF! 1;::; t'-'7?'1 tr>dhku~ .t'Th." tilk~ ~l-firr>" !">l-l-ti l~m y..,bra l·<r:.~ wujüd 

Wr> v-st,,(~i9- s"'yyirin~ -.l-~ud",:'"'''''is ti1k- ::-l-r>:r;-<) thu~ vnro:,.,i~hr> thu:"'1"'l1r>. 

',"'nnud!1.'" w·'" tr>r-tpti C "",'7r·~t !">l-tr>l~b~ .t'ï è.h~ik". The ~e~1l1t h",d b~ r; 

·t.h-t :h!" ou' l it~! 0'" ~.he> C;-lim dete~if)""'" :ed ;:-nrl th-t nis f"lm~tilJn8 we:re 

cu-t- ile~l: "~~ k~~ .. r>-unnu "~bl::> ..,1-" ~W"1 pnnp ("~:i"l:-n-. vr>Cuddu np7;r';~u 

"l-b!:l"~.r, "'T .t'-rJt;" J. -1- ~l~t w..- npw~"is "-l-W"ldû " ..,;.-S!"l~, Jul~J 1'.1.30,

u. 2?O. -bd "l-~.~- '1~ i"hn 3~.-:.rs, in .., C'....,. ,cr. r c·'1-:--o'iuced i:'1 ":-:-,P :~.11r:"11C''; 

1.)34 i-~'H',..... 3"", s-ir!: "inn.., bi :-1-,i-7;>r: k::i13~m"'n 1?:.:r.~l-Cïl~! 

Wro ..,1-1<:=_ ë-"n- -1.-'.-:lld.., w., ~1-2-1Fl w.., b--'n" <!.-S'lr..n.-. 71- ·l_·..,ir..C;". 



The Condition for Algerien Regenp."':'r>tlon 

Ce.bd pl-Ep.:r.1id ibn Bfdis determined the course of th'" regenerr>tion 

of Alp:eripn society ns soon' ps hp hrd !!lpde his views on the rise 

end fpll of the !.1uslirns clepr to himself and to his follmvers. It 

becpme his contention th~t the deuArture, on the ~prt o~ the Al"er-

i~ns, fro:r.1 the ryrinciryles of thoir religion cpused th~m ta decline. 

Their 1"eturn to these "'1"incijles ~l:1ne w:1uld bring pbout their res-

urgence ,':' S p, vü'ble communi ty. Alp'eri"'n refarmism, und er his inf'luence, 

g~ve the Com'1pnians of the Proryhet rnd thei~ Followers ~s th? exemjle 

for the ~~usliTlls of Alp:e""ip ta follovr. Durinr: the first threp cent-

u~ies o~ their history, thp. Believers hrd s'lcce~ded ta im'11em r nt 

the "''''''ece'"1:s o~ IsIPM to their d p ily lives. They frred pwr-:y from 

Sijil ••• , TIry. 74-75, ~'1'1ro..,rirted re~o-~isrn for the :s~ociption o~ 
Alr;",-ü'n CUl!'lMn">: p.l-mli"'l!"ltht:r.il!'ltu Ir !'l-jp7.~::>Tr min n;;l:liyrtih~, rl_ 
rü!:~nï'rv!"!. "Jllrinp; rielibe: r tions fo'" the ~1""st Alç-e-i!'l'} '~usli'Yl C'"mp':,"
ess, he"ld in .410:1 0 :9 on 7 .June 1936, its d'"'lep:rtes pckr.o";71~d".ed +.he 
rig:r.t of t~n ~ss'cirtion ta sje!'lk for Alre~ir in m!'ltters Of r n iFion 
(~l-Shi"'.~, .Jul~' 1936, '1. 213). Re~.,in"'d '".he. "'1 nr·r.inp' .,,:Üc":. Cr · bri rl
:.;~~r,i ihn 3~1rs 7i0111:l r ".:ribllte to A1~"'''irn Isl::-~:. T-·e f');' ow'..np' 'l' "'""':0 
-;, i ., d ~ ... , w i '", ; . ., - pei SC'" :-. i ~ 1 nt 0 :- ..,~ ~ ~ r -: 10 no'" .... - li:"!' _ ') n r S r li"! i r. (1" 

r:)?'ce ~'J: ::15 soci-t·, 
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innovptions ~nd ""em~ ined f~ i thfu1 to the'lro 1h" tic tr~di tion of 

13 
• 

The prgument for the excellence OT the 1'")eriod of the Sp1sf p.nd 

for i ts re1evf>nce to twent ieth centur'r AIge·:·ip., hpd rested on the; 

to disenp:r'ge the f'und!">mentpl t1"uths of' IsI~l'TI from the Is1~Yl'\ic 

trpdition. They DTPised th~ ~bility of' the Comry~nions of the Pro-

13. This st"tem:nt of' ")rincin1e WPS m~de in 8i,;i1 ••• , D. 28: "inna 

hu,;jP,t ,,1-is1;-~ o~,Ji'1'l!' W~ miz"Bnnhu mpnsüb wa ~dàbAhu :nutama.ththi1a fi 

sTrp,t n1-sph~b? VrP '"'l-tr.biC.ïn Wp, innpn?' 1~ npLrif fi p1-is1~m ba.C.da 

r.urünihi ;'l':th?l-;;thp r'1-f'P'di1a. mTzpt 1ï opdï'm cl''!.la muhdath w.'" Hi li 

mpY',it Cp 1? 4?.y WP inn::!mp huwe. a1-hudp aw pl-9-::!l;-l wp·~ll-itbàC wa 

"'l-ibtidi3. C". The doc+.rinp. of' the Associ::-:ion o~ Alp,'e~ipn (U1pma::> 

R,,,)1~nred finnl; the life of the Sp1pf' reryresented the ")erfect Is1!'m

ic 1 i 'fe; un1ess the ;·Eusl ims reve1"ted to i ts "'ound!'t ions, there could 

be no hp")niness (saCpdp) no'!" gre~tness (siypdp) in store for them 

(:ü-Shih;b, Hovember 1931, n. 687). About thpir understrndin.n: of rev

elntion, ",l-Ibr~hï:-nï wrote 0'" the Sp1~f, in Mp,j~is ••• : "wa. k~n::! 

ha')u1'8') p1-splaf vpCli"'nün limpdhp. pn7.?,l::! pl-our)~n we innphu kit~b p.I

u pt allM pl-b'P.oi ~ il? ai pm pl-siiCâ: wa 

?:'mphu wpfi kullp !">l-wA!P bi is pd r-l-bpsh!">r fT pl- p ptpvn w? pnne, 

~dm fp.!L"'1U?lU WB. pdm ...,1- pmpl bi~i w? a,dm tpmk!hihi ku11a. dh'F'lik" 

kp,CtTI l"'hu •.• (n. 23) a."T\JIla p1-khàl~f far.add Cad::!lü tan h~dha ku11uhu 

~undhu Frü vr'fh~münp pl-i"Ylnn min pl-"'awaC~d r'1-t8C !!lIl!"yya Wp fp"a,du 

nl-dhpwr WP ~l-istirsh"'d bi pl-sunna ••• D. 25)"_ It is intp.re~tin~ to 

!').o'te th~t "l-Shï''1.~ ~lso !!l~de uS P 0'" th" ve:""y dubious Tr~dition: " 

kh!">Yr .., ~-(1urun (1 .,rn i thU"'1"1'" ~ 1-1 ~dhin~ v~ 11l!1~hu ";hum!'l" .., 1-1 ... dhin:: 

y"':!.;m'-'hu ••• ". As will bp shawn l~";or,tn use o~ F:-·diFl ~r~e-ir>l bv 

'~h" Alr-n"i~n ~n~o~mi!';ts w:--s "'lo~e oftnn <:h~n n"t ~i~~~ ~., strenF"tnen

inF" "hei- idealo~ic~~ ~oin"; 0'" view even i~ s~ch ~·tDri~l Tn~tpd ~~0n 

"rp~k isn::"d 
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-
nhet p.nd their FoJ.lo1'!ers to rel~te thr- mP.ss~ge of }:Tuhprnm:cd te ch~ne;-

ing times. In nreAervin~ the Drinci~les of ~rliçion intpct, the SRl-

~f h~d, in fRCt, frepd themse:ves from the tr~oDin~s of trRdition~l-

ism. They h~d understood the signi~ic~nce of the n~onhetic mission 

pnd hr-!d p,ssumed their 0wn resDonsib_lties ('l,S Br.lieve-s. Their expmnle 

should be sh~Ted by ::-11 ~!::Uslirns ~f~er them. 7lh~t hrd m~de their own 

ryeriod the grertest in the history o~ the Islr~ic "'leoples should, 

14 
likewise, ret~in the pttention o~ the Al~e~i~ns 

14. 81.;il ••• , n. 37, h~d ~oin:'ed to the ~bilit-' of the S-lrf to rel
!"Ite +;he '1rinci"les of Isl~rn to their d~ilv ~f<'pirs (f~hm ~l-dïn WEI. 

silrt'lhu bi rl-s!uniy"'). '!,!u1]pm.'1wd 'Abdü befo"'eë in his !Us~a, ••• , p. 9, 
st~t ed: "m~d~ zam~n rl-n-bT wa h-:wp pl-rn-rh' fT ::,l-h'!rp Wr:> ~l-s~rr,j 
fi ulum';t '"'l-shibhr wro 0::1 ~ "'l-khrolifrtRn bpCdphu rn;- opd~r!'" lpflurnrl 
min ~l-' umrfI"-rnudlifl'l at· r!';'a '. a wa j~m?..8. ~kplirnrot rl-awliyp. Wr> lam 
yp.1run li pl-nrs min "'l-fF'rpgh rn~ vrkhlünp fihi rne~a '"uoùlihim li 
yrbt~lUh~ bi "'l-bppth TT mpbpni canfi.')îdihim wa. mr krnp. min ik.h:'ilA"f 
r-alïl rp.dd il ro vhi'11p vrP O('lçlP ~l-::>mr fIhi bi bukmihimp bpcda. istishnre,t 
man PV1!"1rF'hum~ !!lin phI pl-b!"l r bi pl-dïn in k";nrt â pt ila. is'tish:-:-ra 
vrP Pf'T!ll!"lb ..,l-khil"Pf k;:-n- f~ furu pl-<>hk;pm 1!"1 fT ust1l ..,1- anA. id thumma 
k;-np -1-n';'su fï ..,1-7amr npvn vpfhpmunp ish~rpt pl-kit"Pb WP nususihi 
veLtpniduna bi ::-l-t"'n7.Ih w~ v-fudiin'" -f"'1.mp. "uhp~ ..,1-t~shbTh VTr> 1::;, 
v..,dflh"'bunp, wp:r?1.D m.., y..,fhpmUnu ZN1ir pl-l~~z". rl-Ibr?=11ï""l'!' s wnTds 
·~ere "'s eX"'l1.icit, in U..,.j;-lis ••• , p". 24-25: "innp pl-spl~f t~dh~r""pC.u 
li ~~~~ ~l_nurJ~n w~ nadd istpCr~dühu bnCdA f-hmihi'11 bi tilkp rl
d.::.~""~jiC f~ W"'.i~di1hll v~Crif pl-im;:n bi ~1-si.rr't .--·I-I~zi~p w~ ~1-I~ti 
·,r..,tr'k!:>ww ... n :-::in ~~ j~üCih:" t!Iu~r w!:'j~d':}:11 1~ vr,dhkur ...,:!.-i"TIr>n ~ï ~·1-
""':E.'"~""id ~l_~'~mk!"'.t~lif~ il1a ~~n-~_m~m bi .--l-c"'m...,l ..,1-8;:liO ffl f.--:-.i"TIU ~in 
~,l-"u!':S;;:; :"'\;:' ::UW'" ..,l-i.,7in w'-' !':'!::; hi ~ fll-a'!"11'n -1-. r.lir.:-o f~ ~~"'!'1') ·n~ 
r~ilu "'~-;~it:::-~, ~- k"'n- i"TI7i"'?"l1.l:"u" ..,k"1-1 i,.,"'n bi ..,1- ~:-:;~1" • .--bd -1-
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Cpbd r>l-Ep!"!ïd ibn B-;;drs h::>d criticiz.ed the tr::>dition~lists in 

Alge~ir> for tneir plienAtion ~rom the tenets of religion. He conc-

eded thp.t, in s'li te of this, they hpd continued to pCknowledge the 

v81ue of 'lrist:Lne Isl'Fm, plthough they hpd f~iled to com")rehend its 

mepning for the 'lresent. The MRrpbouts reDresented R fpr mo~e se 'ious 

threr>t to the Cornmunity, pccording to Cpbd rl-I:Ip..~,rd ibn B;;-dïs. They 

we~e the fplsifiers of religion ~nd pttributed to Isl:::>m p set of 

beliefs r.nd of ~e'igious Drpctices 'which were re~otest from the very 

tr~dition of the Pro'lhet. Agpinst them would refor~is~ hrve to strike 

i~ tbp influence o~ ~evel~tion should ~t plI be rehrbilit~ted. cpbd 

~l-~pmïd ibn B;d1S ~nd his followers hrd sub~~tèd to pn ideology ~nd 

p m~t'.-:.od -010('"'.' o~ IsI-;"m 'which were in shr,., contrr>st wi th the exist-

cri tp . ion by which eve," '~usl i'll would hF've to be me~ sured ~ f':P ir.st 

;:":;1ï'2 ib~: 3~dïs cou1d s~..,te, in r1-Shir:r.b, :~,.,',e~be~ 1936, ~. 357: 

i 'w" ('!pdd d..,11~t ." P~'-llb "1 'h..,,,~t k_L~-!-"n "'in cu1..,.....,~') ..,1 U""-!!l. -1 

"11'l~",~":::!in~ r.n!1!"' l~! ~~ ~ lix!'I~C~i~;-·~im..~~· ·r .. uw.., :L';i ilî~ bi" i c 1';i 

c;:::"!1. cpl.., :-,-j-:=-di 
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15 

of .J3e1 ievers in A1ge""'ir-o. This communit:'-T wou1d shp!'e the fpith of 

the CIJ!llD?,nions of the P~o"'1hpt r->nd their Fo110wers. It wou1d be1i n ve 

in the one God ~nd in his reve1~tion. It wou1d p1so conduct its 

wor1d1y aff?'.iTs pccording to th!" nrinciples which were mpde known 

15. p1-ShihPb, 17 !.{~rch 1927, u. 9, hrd referredto three tynes of 
re1igious te~chers in A1geTip: there we~e the ignor~nt tepchers, 
the ,jpmidün whose rigidity h~d mpde them grow enstrpnged from their 
S, 1pf (ta.rakü m;:; kpnp C p1pyhi sa1afuhum p1-s';"1i9 WFl irt?kpbü p1-
muhprramfft); there were the f?bricrtors of innov~tions, thp. turuoiyyïn 
(wa ya,zCBmuna ?nnp ab~)ahum siamanü Cp1pVhim p1-.ipnna.); pnd thpre were 
the refor!'1ists, whose pim i t was to reform the beliefs of the '0,:,o1'1e 
(mRbdaJu..'-lum fï ::J1-islëb pl-dm! wp pl-duniya.wï). :Ü-Shih-ab, 25 May 1927, 
1'). l, drew the nicture of Algeripn Is1pm in the ~0110wing words: "fa 
sârat ~l-ummp ft'l.riapvn :->l-isïFhivyin WP A1-mlltp§Hnvwifa". T}:is wps -;ri 
adMission thpt the Offici~l (UlR~) could not be re1ied U"'1on Pmy 
lon~er. Indeed, whi1e pl-ShihP.b, 31 1.!prch 1927, p. 9, em'Jhptic~lly 
st~,ted th!"t the ~,~"'rabo'Jts did not nuplify r-os C.Ulp:":'!;;;) (shuyükh r>l-turun 
l..,ysü bi cu1PMP~), r-1-Shi~, 6 December 1926, ~. 3, in "Npod :->1-
tu1pm~)", h~d w:ritten: "fp rl-<ulamfi) a.,1~nib min pl-kitPb WP ...,1-
s'lnnp' t. C..,bd r-l-H..,..,ïd ibn Br>dTs h"'d urged the Uystics to ""~'1ent.: 
'tm;--rr~·dnp ..,l-n~§ïbp li "'l-(uruoiyyïn 1?C.al1~.hu~ v"'r.1pCoün ilr- ..,1-
t..,C n "·ou1 Wr> p1-tpfpkkur in k:-nu mukh1iSl.n' t p1-Shih;:;'b, 7 .Ju1y 1927, 
"). 5. '~ub~!'ll,:, pl-~.~nl' s Ris?"ila .••• 1engbhi1y indic~ted th..,t ~.'~vstic!"l 
B,"lt-:--j-'rh00d h.,d contr~ven"d the exn1icit ""',linp: of God. Ee ~~d '"Irev_ 
ious1~, de"onstr~ted, in t t~1-':'aC.1rm -l-dînï f!r1-j:-z1!,-=>Ir", -1-
Shihllb, Il ?ebrlJ"'~:r 1926, p. 3, th!'\t zpwiyp educ~tion, which focussed 
",,"'inly unon th~ writinp,s o~ the Sh~ykh, in f~ct ..,cr...,~tur-ted innov
~til')nr; ~~r.np: th~ ~.~usli~s. It rern~ins 70~ us to show how t!:r: r""for~~ü;t8 
o~'·.lp'r:~i" h~d de:""~ t wit~! -<::--_e critinu":! of "~'sticisr.'! in t!C'~!!1S of d~~
"'tics ~n~ ,iu~is,,)'uèence. 7~is ~·s") ct 0:' tr.t> controve:;s': betweer. t!:e 
"·s:,~c i.., ': ion of ~Ur.'e~i"n C.U1:="'1~~ ~!1d tr:e '~y!':t ic-1 3rothp,~hnods wi -;: 
be cO!1siie"ed in t:-:" snc· ion àe~lin~ · ... ith ':he -n~o ... · tion of '":.r. n Isl-
-"'1i".: scie~ces. 
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to ~,.:ul}.e.:1m2d. This c -'mmuni ty vrould be bound by the ShprrCa. AlI thpt 

conflicted with its religion should becoID-'" forbidden. The sins which 

were d~ ily cor.rrni tted b" t:r..e Ale:eri ~ns should h~ve to ce~ se ::>nd under 

no ci~eumstrnce would they be toler~ted by the Associntion of Alg-

16. The objectives of Alrrerien r~formism hed read FS follows, in 
Siiil ••• , 'O. 43: "~prf ?.l-quwwa kull~h8, we t2wjïh ~l-juhüd·mutp~§_fir? 
iln ?l-taCl:îm "'l-mutr-rmnam Wt? t~kwrn ta':)ïfa ,jpdlda munsrj imat rl-tpclïm 
metiyüCp bi ~l_t·fibiC. pl-isl;:-hï Cilm."n WFJ. la.m."'l~n muslimn bi el-f'dile 
mucia.rr~bé?_ C:"lf' c3s'Plib el-dnCwa pl- isl::;mïyye vm .~ l-ki tpbFl al- Carpb~yya.' , 
(the i tplics f'lre mine). This ob,iective hed ste~ed for i ts members 
from their belief in God ~nd in his Scri nt'lres. 'pbd é'l-Ij~mrd ibn B?ïdïs 
r>nd his folJoVlers hr>d frowned U'1on the decline in fpith of the Alg
eri!"'ns. In al-Shih~, H~y 1938, 'D'O. 106-107, crlbd pl-lJô.m'!'d ibn i:?id'Is 
hr:'d the ouestion "el-Isl~m al";.ahatï WB p..l-islP'm ."l-wirP"th! ayvQ.1.ump, 
y~nh~d bi ~?l-UJnam" 'lut to his-repders. He renlied: "lakkin? hr'dhe ~1-
isl;;:.'TI - nl--:;!Ï-:--r;th'I 1:" vumkin an yP.nhpQ. bi pl-umpm li ennF !"'l-umnm le 
tenhf>d illa bpLdô tpnb'!h pfkRriha wa. tp,fptttùl pnZ?TÜle We pl-isl~~ el
wirrthï mr>bn~ tpl~. pl-.1umud wa el-tpolïd fpla fik:r- f!~! WP Iff npzpr ••• 
FJ.~""":" r>l-islnm nl_dhr;t'! fp huwp islrm m::>n yrfhpm oewpC'!d r l-isl~ Wr> 

yr>druk '!J"b,F"si!1 f> l-islp!'!'l .fOr (?.O~ 51dihi WP. pkhlpo ihi w:" pd~bihi WP 
~'clq!1ihi WP pC mp lirJÏ VIP tpfolhihi fi al- ny!"t el-o':rJM'!Vyn WP r>1-
p.b~dit:-- ~1-nub2wïvv?.". tpbd pl-!Spr.'lïc' ibn ??idYs restles::ly wOT'ked r-t 
revivi!1P: t~e f~ i th 0"" thi'> Al"'eripns. 7:r e u:,·ged p groun 0: them on thr ir 
w~~, to thr ."ilp;Ti".1pP'e to ""~01')e!1 their he~rts to the Scri"t';Tes of Isl;:;!':'1 
("l-Shih~, A'1ril 1930, pp. 184-185). ~l-Shih~, Au~st 1932, p". 402-
403, re'1o~ted hiR visit to p, vi'~~ge in whic~ he ~~epched the unicity 
o.fO God ~nd th" need for r~new~d "i~tv. To other Al-e i·ns hi'> s~ok~ 
o~ thA sou~ce of ing~i.,..-tion (hud~) which the 0.ur~~n ~nd the Sunn~ 
~t:>,,"p.sented (.,l-Shihâb, 'J!"ly 19~!>n. 289-290). Ont:> theme ~ "Î,.,~~ ~I">d 
to recur in his '!'1redicption which h~d ~"'e!'"T'ed ~s er"ly ns 24 .June 
1926: ""'";.."""!"l "l-s1"lr>f f!"l kull ~"n rn;"'tp !'!1irre"'lpn t.,n.,ddp!'!1., h.,Jul;;':)·l
nhiy2~ .,~ kh51.,fr: k~l;-m .,l-sr-l~f wp. t!'>fç!li!'!i!'!1 C.,l., .,1-1.,1..,-r ir;h· 
s·li~' .,h·d :~ l:or y·slr·m ill:" o~lP .,:_~":"c"lli""l1!1 ••• ' • ~~is ~i"" 
!"e~r in"'d ., si ---:nl - one: "::>1-n~9d ~ l-è. l..n 1. èudd < - i c,: ioP.'d;-"; w" ";., ~r_ï~ 
Cp."'Id~t ~l-"~':TbTd". On t:-.t:> ~·t~e~ 0" f"~it:·., !': .... (Y~y~ ":h n vr'~~e i·,,';;J.:~· 
n~,cbl.ld ""E'cedence ~ve!" rhdin" ••• -:::'0 . o7.'ed '::-.t:> ~_e·~' inr 0'" I::;l~~. C.,bd. 
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7he ~Tedic~tion of ~bd ~l-~~~ld ibn B~dïs ~nd his followers h~d 

~ imed ~t rnr>king the trr-di tion of }..ru1:~mm~d known to the Alf'l"eri,-"ns. The 

knowledp,e of how the Com~pnions of' the ?ronhet ~nd thpi:r FolloweTs 

h::"'d depl t wi th their own lives, !'1~So re~resented ~n i!!l'')o.,..tr>nt source 

of' informption for everv '~uslim to become r>wpre of. r~he As~ociation 

of Al"'e:,i~n CUlpmë? conf'rô'rrt-ed this trr>di tion wi th the cu:r-rent 

1'Jrr>ctices of its countrvmen. The loyplty of the S8,I~f to the Ir!)~hntic 

mes8r>ge wp,s c8m~~red to the disregr>rd of' ]':~ystic:"'l reIie;ion for the 

memo!'y of '~W:r':!:1mpd. The ~r::"' ctices of' the Comnr>nions of the Prophet 

r,d their Follo~ers were contrpsted wi th the, ""i tua,ls of ?ystic~l 

Brothe~h')od. The for"'ler hpd indic:"' "ed their f'bsolute submission ta 

the SOUTces of Is l-;;""m , the Cl,u">":)~n r-nd the Sunna" whil" the IptteT' 

r>l-~;r-'':'lï~ ibn lP"drs hr>d m~int~ in"'d thr-t 'onë could not cl~ im to be 

r- 'rusl i:'1 who c é;uld not re ... ch i ts Scriptures d i ~ect ly (f~ 1;:;-- v~kun :"' 1-

:1usli."u ""1usli"1-;n b ... tt~ v-~p<~llf"'m ~l-isl~.." in Siji·l •.• , n. 6). This 

~')ti0n or the li~eT-~e knnw1~dge or Isl~~ no d')uht c~n~:r-~st~d wit~ 

:::'" .,"'tion h"'ld b,! the mf"l.iorit~, t;-J.~t Is1~~ h-d. b'?en p,iven <:0 ::.e""l 

for nve~. ?re-c~:in'" rnd :ef"lc~in~ w~nt h~~d in ~f"lnd in th'" erro:rt o~ 

".~:e l .. s~~~i,.,":io:-: 0: :'"lr.re-i"'r. ëU1t"-:fi) to 0-'- • .... te ";Î1" Isl.,-:i-z,.,ti')!1 or 
~ V p"""! "J h i n p: r: l. " e 
( "'PI'>!. ~:O'J""'''' l' ..... ~ ~.... _ .. , 
nn. 158-159), Cr td 
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17 
showed com~lete disreg~rd for rp.velrtion 

17. p1-Shih~, Au,o:ust 1939, n. 344, h~d cl~i!n'd th"t the SirA of 
the Prophet illus~,rrted Is1;"'m f'ully. It h~d insnired the Sr-lpf r>nd 
shou1d continue to insnire the A1"eri~ns. The n wsn~ner delved ext
ensivel~, in nUblicizing th'" life"story of the Pronhet and of his 
Comn? nions rnd their ~ ollo~."ers. The issues of' October 1935, np. 501-
504, July 1935, n. 211, December 1935, nu. 496-498, pnd June 1939, 
n...,. 211-213, re1~ted the 'jiety of BilB.1_ibn Rrbbê{l, Abu :ï;)13rr, -::1-
ShifP:") bint cpbd All?5'h pnd NuCm'Pn ibn ('Ad! p1- (:Adrw!, for instrnce. 
Their beli0f's we!'e beinp; oP1')osed to those whici.1 the T,lrvstic~'l B:.'''other
hood urepched ~nd ...,]"rcticC'd in Alrerip. Por exer.1~le, r1-Shihab, 6 
Sentember 1927, nn. 2-3, h~d described tvro fest~vnls. The first wa.s 
observed by the QP'dirï:vyr, the Rrhmf;nI:"vyp, the Amm'rirïyya. rnd the 
C Aliw~yy~. Ii .... re Wr> S FI. B rb- r moon • cult which hr-d found i ts VlP~' into 
1-[pf",hribï Isl~r.1 pnd cele'-rrted the first dry of S~ring. This disnlry of 
idolr>trv ~nd ~ssociptionis~ could not be to1errted. The other referred 
to thece1ebrr>tions cQf the birthdry of ".1ul}pl'YlP.1rd ibn cÏsr rl-]t~ukhtprï, 
the fou~der of' the Ispvirvyr. In 1926, i t co inc ided wi th the b irthdpv 
of the roph t yet it received nrecedence over the rn~wlid rl-n~b~ 
.... P.10np: the rde...,ts of' this ~·.'h'sticrl Brothr rh00d. The !'ssocirtion of 
Al r erir·n CUI!?.'.,,;:;) wrf"ed its Ylrr "'r::-inst S11Ch ryrr:-Is1rrnic nr~ctices. 
81-Shih"?'ib "'~""o,..ted r> certrin rrnount of success in the er~dic~tion of 
these. ~- gio1r- try w~ s he inC" interru"" ted in ;. town of' th' Wffdî ~HzFb 
FIS ~ result of' the refor~ists. The visitrtion of' the grrve of Shaykh 
Cpbd ~l--q-lJ..",-;-n r1-.Akhg.rrï Y1~S ended, rccordinr: to rl-Shih7.b, 20 ~f_y 
1927, '9. 9. "'he !!l;.wlid r1-n"'bI" rep:-ineà its 10st 1')onu1."'ritv rnd ,rov
ided the! lr:erirns wr-.I) observed it '.·'ith rn rccrued source of morfl1 
ins...,i-~tion (fl1-Shih~b, ~lly 1935, pp. 145-148). It rem- ins to be 
studiod to wh..,t ex~.ent ch~nge in the soci-.1 struc~ures o.r> the ""Ao~lA 
cau1d be he1d ~es""onsih1e f'or the c~~nge in their reli~i0us ~eliefs 
rn,; t:;eir rc' ir.dous ""~"ctices. l h~ve CGm r rJccross no such stud~,. 'r:(~e 
f.,ct thrt th" ~~""erl of' '~sticisrn did restrict itse1f, in one ~orm or 
'-'nothe;-, to ~.h'" r:ui1ds in the cities, ta ~hr . ...,r>r--ntr~, pn': to trib~l 
socin.t~' 'ITr'è. ~mèeni~hl- in the ""~st. 77ith the declin in .... ~-èition..,l 
inè.'ls':r-' ~r:-: witr-. +.he coll:-...,se o~ the trrdition r ' ;-l.lr,..,l'-'nd n::~..,dic 

""r-~~--l econ~mies, ~nd with the e~cirl reorg~niz~tion w~i~h inevit .... b'y 
.r>~lloweè., ~-r:~ or the ;-ali~io~s V-'U"S 0.r> th- ~~st we;-e hoinr ~e~l~ced 
rn': ïodi.&'in~. ':'hn ~-'~e"'l of Cphd :-1-~",...,T1 ibn 3;-r:~s, 'J!'1 .... !".'" 'i!'1 c hnnd, 
"n': o.&' J~-~"":-rl 1"0"" (f,,11-W'" '"'n ~-,.,r> 0+' ç:,';" wo~j l·"'(:;c~t,...'" .. ~~~t .. ..., .... ~"'~r'!-r. .- . _... • ••• -, J. , •• ".~_, .... _ •• '_ .v ~ _ •• , ...... '" 

')r b"'.ror:~ ~.-"rs ~~'llri ~~",i:).r·· "':h~ ··.J.r'r"I .... ,.i ... ns !":'J ~ r..n("~: ~r..rj "~:r.'" 4-, 4-.:--l.ni~ 
c- ..... ,re -r'or ~""''?T ---.~ ir"io'l~ -'I~inr.i'""l'?!: f'" ?!::i~:-.. 4-,:-_~" ~1J"lri ... tir:~ ~.'''.,n;l''i 
:r .... v~ .. --.-' --:C">t. 
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The Return to the Sources of Isl~m 

It re'Jresented the only mepns b:'7 which Alp'eri~ V'lould be regener-

indicr:te thp.t the Alge"ipns, ::l.ne; the Mystic~ l Brotherhoods most of 

aIl pmongst them, hpd notoriously cJntrrvened this fund~ment~l ~rinc-

(' B inle. p.bd"'1-J.i2m'!d ibn P'dis r>nd his followers urged thei:!" c:)uLtry-

men to revert ta the s"urces of their relip.:ion, the ".urjP."n pnd the 

Sunna. In them wauld they ~ind ~ll the ~nswers t~ their auests ~nd 

18 
nll t~e soluti~ns to their ~rab1ems 

18. ~t is inte~estin~ ta nnte thpt n"rt of the Associption of A1"er-
ipn U1pmll)' s nrO'1r p;r: nè.~ h~d ~ imnly beRn to use the fr)1lnde:--s of ll.lp;
eripn trrditian~lism pnd MVsticiRTTl rgrinst tiLese. Of ],f;-J.ik ibn An~s, 
p1-Shih~b, Jpnu~ry 1929, n. l, ouoted: "1~ yuS1PR Pkhir h~dhihi rl
umma. i1l~ 'Ji ma s..,lib!' ~.W'.7r:'luh?". This WrS in rr.>ference to the im'1pct 
of Is1P'm on the '1eonle of Arpbip. ('pbd pI-Eflmrd ibn B;;dïs used r-notller 
stptement of the Im?m to the s~me ef""'ect: i 'Kul1::>, ahfldin VU"khFdh Min 
Çlawlihi wa vr:>rud ~l-pshhu h~dhp, r1-opbrp vpCn !" r-1-nrb~". See fl1-Shih~, 
27 Jun n 1927, p. 9. pl-9i~~, Sente~ber 1938, n. 50, me"'nwhi1e, ..,ttrib~ 
l1ted to Junr-vd th~se wo""ds: "A.'Tl~rnp h?.dhp muoavv~d bi rl-kitF!~i w.., ~1-
sunna' '. ~in'p11y, .., l-Shih~, 31 ~,~prch 1327, ..,. 9, n!loted PJ:L':1r>d l' ij ~n1: 
"ACriQ.n r.1;:; !ja~p.kur.t Cpnnt 41~ :l-kit!'ibi WP ..,l-sunnp f~ mF wnfpC'!a fp, 
i"!br:Hihu w'" m?' kh~l!'>fp fé:!, idrpbü bihi C;;rQ.p ..,l-b.?'i 5!t". T'l1 fO se c~ r->pr 
~:r->cr.>'")ts 77r->"!'r-> br.>i'11! me!'slt:ed r('.'~i!1~'!t t::r> ~ctll"'l tr->~chint:s r:nd ..,r~,ct.ice~ 

0"" <:!"è'" T!'''!'ïne.s in A'p.:eri::>. !'~-Shi';:;;o, A...,-:-il 1334, nu. 302-305, ::~d 
..,res~,:t~d exc~r'!)ts ..,.~o.., ::it~ Jr>wh~"!' ~l_~~~,C~nï, sr>i': to "r:~vr bn'-·n di~t
.,","d to <·':'-~,r io!"! ;':pr;:;7,i""1 b', l':L':1r>d ":'i!1~n~ (s"'~ c. Br()cke~,"'1~n, G~::~:--,i~r-~
te ••• , S II, S96): ':'hi~ ""1''',e·i~· d"'~';~ with n"!"oÎ>.e~", wi", , t:-"'" S:"'J.~~, 
:;;r ': >, :::: - i ~ "'; ~: ') 0 d, w i t ',: b e ~ i ~ .co "':': 77 i t r. ': :: ~ l~, w i !1 ': t> ~ - ',''': i ~ '," r. -- ~ ~ c ~ ~ ",-
.... h~_~ t~ -: .. ~~ -:r-·~~o~:i~ts. ~; .. i;: "R~S co:!~:,~st~d wi~,""_ S"~'?, --.~ ~;-.. n ~~-~ i~r-:--: 

o~ :!-:~ ·'i.i~~r·{~t:?: t::-t "':h~ -e-~t:-:;- ')~ ;~.~~,..~ ~i.i~~I'~ 9-J.~~ ~:_.t'"'~:'i··;. 
w~s six .. ··'~'""'·1~-·~ri. "::-ns ~~-o :-0- r~i~i"'"': "'::--_~ ~ ~>.c. -~~it-~:'t')r: or t::~ 'l-y.):':, .• 

,,:~,.:~t i· .,.:-.- ~--: 'jr !'"?vn'-·i'""n, ",~.""'~ i· --"'3 "J-·,r-·~t ~~ ": ...... ~ ~ .. -.- .. ~. -,.--t "J~·.n 

-'-~..,··n~ > .. i-)~:f -!1.~ : . ..-.- .... ':::13 ~!:-·.'k ......... 7T-~ .. ~:~ "~.t"!'-~ ---: .... ,:.r.,..~ ~ ... ~_.- ... - "'0-

-S:~i'-::-8, ~~""""--=-e- 1 1 38, """'~. 5C)-~~. -:-:i~ "-~i~~- t- .. , (," .. ,.; "~-:·"-~I .. ~ i::-. 
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The Q,ur )i"'n re'')T'eBented the unc:re~ted word of' God. The Sunnr:1 ref-

erréd to the trp',di tion o'r the .i?ronhet. Cpbd ."'l-H!1.~rd ibn B~drs and 

his fo110wers h~d pttri':mted s~c::,~l v'='·lue eaual1y to rur'P-n Rnd to 

BP.:dYs WA.S m~de into P npm'îhlc-t enti t1ed .TpwP.b Sr'r1:b. rr bpv;::;'n mudFidr>t 

A,l-t!"'lrTop ~l-ti.iFll~yyP li l"'1-is1~m r'l-§A.b.'!g., Const~ntine, n.d • .e.1-
Shi"1~, 1i'ebrur'l':T 1934, TIn. 150-154, pl so, :rern'oduced froID l"'l-H~n~r 

a. cr-itiaue of' the rpdirr:YY~. "Aw1iy3"> p11~'1 Wr-> !"'Iwliy~"':) p1-sh~iT~:>n "Tp 

pl-tl"'p:~.û:," '")oi:'1ted to th'" fplsific~tion of the Scrint'..lres of' Isl;';:rn 

(t~b.rïf) by ~~~.rstic"l Brotho""h()od. In a snepch Cpbd ~l-Hp-rnü'i ibn B'!'dYs 

delive~ed in Tlemcen (see l"'l-Shih~b, 2 .Tune 1927, TI. 2), he st~ted 

th~t t11.ose who);! the Tp:rïnps cl~ imed ps their f'onnde 1's hrd been Believ-

ers (k"Pnu fï rn,.'"' müC.ihim ~hl Cl1m WfI, r! Ip ; amma shuykh ~ 1-yP\V!Tl fé' 

innp:'lum a. r~9-u n p1-kit?-ib wP"'l-sunnr--o •• 

The invi~~tion ta the A1p'e""'i!"'ns to revert to the Ç".u:r.J-;n .... nd to the 

SunnA h~r1 heen ~r(le"'v l"'ll ::,efor-rü':ts in Alr:e,'i". ,l"'l-Shih-;-b h:-d been 

c p ""ryi'1!,: the c,l"'ll thev m~de usinr: the very wo""ds of G0d. The A'1ril 1930 

iB~ue, 'PP. 184-185, repe~tèd the wprning: "Y'F r>yyuh,l'" ,l"'1-1~dhd~1inl'" iitü 

"'l-}~it5ba ri'minu bim~ ,l"'nz p1np musaddiopn limA, C!lacpkum min oabli en 

nrt""lis wujnhr-n fr> naruddahp cp la e.db;;rihr ~w nr le nnhum kp,r.i.., lA c'f:lnna 

psh~ ~l-spbti wr k;-n.., ,l"'mru p11'?>hi rn:-f'C ü1"n". Of r.fv~ticrl B::,ot:-~o.,..

hnod, the .T"'nul"'::'Y 1931 issue, 11n. 718-719, sr->id: "B~l j~J~hum bi ~l

hN10 wa rkth"rllflum li ~l-h8.('!oi kprihün". And in the .Tune 1932 issue, 

~. 3011: "~u11 h~dhihi s!"b"n.Y p.dCu il~ ~ Il;h Cél 1p b~~rr~. "n.., WP- ~pn 

itt~b~Cani -rrro suhh~nr: "llffl m;" ,l"'nr:> '!'!lin ~l-mushrikTn" .... in'" ly, in 

7.r.e A'1~il 1934 issue, ~. 203: "Isht:-~u bi r.y~t r:ll~ th"'m"n~n a~lr1p.n 

f'p Sl"'Q·'lti (~n S,l"'bilir.i i:'1n!'l?",u!"1 spcp-. "!1;" k~~lU y~C"!1~lün' '. In the> int::''1dut::t

ion' to his C0"':'1"'18:-: t.r>"'" of' the Ou.,..J~r., Cp-bd ~l-E,l"'J":'ltri ibn 1Ydïs '"l"ocl~ i"1ed 

th'"' v~"ue of this book f'o'" ~~nkind. ?he ve"se"' 'H;:-rlh.., b~l~p;}:un li ~l

n~s wn li ~r~nd?-2llrü bihi Wr> li ~,r->cl..,r.1ü innpm.., huw.., i1;J}un Vl~hii Vl~ li 

y~d:--Jo(ll" üJ.;1 ~l-,,~,h~" cOllld [-~'~V'e e!"sil:v been its tit',e. ;Te o"ler.ded 

t~~t the "~s2i~s ~eve-t to the reRdin~ o~ the rur);n: "hp.dhr s~..,y~ 

n"lï!, ",,:i"'!.1'71p li ~l_(""l,,J-:;n f'ï~l-dh~kr ill'" m;'- f'r'1i min (n""l r.1r!3~lih ..,1-

Zi~?d fr ..,1- ~r:>cpsh WP "'l-mr>~d WP b~§t ~2b~b "'l-k~l"'vr w.., 'l-sflPrr w~ 

"':-sr.(.~d:'1 'W.., -l-shpoawr> fi :>l-dqniy~ 7Tr-> "'l-~'h.ir~ W~ cIlm ~l-nuf'lrs wr, 

~h~·.'~lï-:~ 7T" u5111 ..,l-"'kh~,ra 7r~ r.l_"'~~~ VI'" ku1ivv:'1: ~l-siyrs~. wa r.l

~-s':'ïc VTr> tv'o?i5îr ..,l-!;.-y"?;t -f"r r->l_""lr-,l"'n~:'1 "1-i.1ti.",..< i'1~ r.U7cll!!l "'l-krwn 

r:'-"71-br.rov" (.-1,.- ~~-!"~4M'" w~ "'l-nll~~ "17:'1 rl-~"'dl "llr. rl-i!;.s~n ••• "" .,je'-· 

.. , ~ .i ~ i s ••• , ,..,. 44. 
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the Sunna,. They h .... à ~dopted the view thpt, p s f .... r ~ s thR T/Iuslims 

we~e c~ncernp.d, no one source received ryrecedence over the other. 

v"'lue w:'1ic:- the:v ~ttpch'2d to the entire nronhetiè revelrtion. The 

0.ur J rïn hrd been t~r;~Rmitted ta the Believers in its fi!1rl rnd cor.ml-

ete fo~m. The tr~dition o~ the P~onhnt, on th other hnnd, sufrered 

Trom the m"ni.,.,ul .... tion of men. Aln.:e.,..i:->:~ T'eformisn'1 h~d Sll")'W;l i ts conc-

ern in revi ~r inr: the sny inp:s .., (ld do inr:s of ~.[l1h;-:o"7lJ!1:"' cl. Once the cor.mlet e 

sou:'"ces 'Jf Isl';'m hr.d been ""~de r-v"il .... ,ble, the ~jusl iv:\s could then 

19 
• 

19. In ~he co:rl"1"'!1~"'7":v \i'r..ich <' .... bd r-l-:.:p",""ïr. ihn J3;::dïs mnde of' tÎ'le VC7"se: 

"YI'; n?11 nl-kit~b a .... dd j"'"")pku'TI r~sülun:" vu~; .... ~rTinu l .... kum ••• ", 11.0 stn~ed 

p.'~")haticr:lly: "innr nl-suimp r-l-nul~:"wr ~, .... W~ ~l-aur :);-n l~ v!">tr,CA'r .... pn 

wn li h::;dh.-. v'"':--uddu khnbr>r ~l-'!."nb.1:d idfl? k."-l~lnf~ nl-o .... t i r.lin nI-our "n" 

see ':n.i#'li~ •.• , 1'). 481. Tf:is vie'17 is close to t~..,t which ibn ?'rzm !le1d. 

(rbd "l-:-.:~.!"":ïd ibn 3..,ëïs hnd eX'''~''essed F':~r-~t e~~tiîle f();" the ?,nhirr sC:-.')l

.., .... , in ~l-Shih~, 27 '~ ... y 1)27, "1.10. It will b", VT r~:-:' ')ne's 7T:-.ile to 

.... enre~en-':. ";Î'liR vie....,. The :: ... di ti':.. .... e.,-e~ented t"":", h'llk o~ re"1 r ,,'tR (kr..~t, .... ) 

..,b')ut the s~~in~s nnd 1oi~~s 0~ thn ~-o")h"t. Cuotin~ fro~ ~. Arn"'lde7, 

Gr~::u.,!'>ire et t}~:'Î1o~i'-" cr.~z Ibn E~-!'!1 de Co:-dn'le, ~)~~iR, 19515, "'l. 2"7: 

"~,,.,~t un r1.(>v0i:, d'v rec u .... ir "1ui~n'l'il e-t ~c-it d~ns ~p. C")!'''''n, " 

'::h-nu'" r~is "ue Y:JllS ~ll-ez un", r.l')n:e", .. ~~ion er:~"p "!')'J.S, :-c.v~n"'7 .' -.>i'·'l 

e t - u ;-' r J ") ;-. ~ : e ••• ". 0 n ~m. 231- 2 3 ~: "L - (n e ~ t i a r. 0 :3 ":. d 0 r. r. ri. es' Y') i ~ 

;'180'1'''') S'0':"::.'; l~ P'---:'~.ie -;i':inn. ::'ir~l - èi-:: .0'lS -'IOn~ r,it 1":::c-

ie d::.ik:- r>t !::)us en so""T.1~- r:-:--r.":.. 'f-i~ r'l''''s-':.-ce "'1l"'~ 1'" ':;~ikr (...,. ,. 
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m. mention, ry~role ou r~cit m~mo~~b1e)? "8i oue1ou.un est d'RVis 

nue Dieu ne sir.;ni fie npT l~ que le seul Cor~m, de so~te Q-ue IF! gp?'de 

divine ne soit gprpnti~ ou'~. lui et non PUX ~u:,res ins1Ji-rF'tions oui 

ne,sont 1')2S le Co-rpn, voici ce OUR nous lui ré~ondons: c'est l~ une 
. ~ , 

1')resom1')t~on ~ensongere et denuee de 1Jreuve, et c'est un~ 1')~rticulp-

risntion du mot dhikr en dehors de toute in~icption". nue f~ut-i1 

donc entendre u~r dhikr? "C'est un ~0m oui s'pnnlioue ~ tout ce 

aue Dieu R ~~ii descendre sur son Pr6ryhète, nue ce soit le Co~pn 

ou ID sonne d'une reve1ption 1Jpr lpouelle il ~cl~ircit le Co~rn". 

This ouote from Kitpb pl-i ~m li uûl pl-n pm (see C. Brockelmpn, 

Geschichte ••• , 8 I, 692 , I, "O. 122, is close to the view e::-·:nressed 

in C:;;bd pl-!J~:nïd ibn B:='-dTs' s CO:rrl:nentoc ~y of the ve~se "yp- r:pbbî 

inn? npwmï i ttekhp.dhu h;o;dhp rl_ourJpn m~hjurpn ••• ' ': "WF!. Cpllpmnnp 

nl-aur":l-Pn nnnp. nl-nrbY hUWF!. pl-mubTn li pl-n'Ps mlf npZnlp i1nvhim min 

rabbihim VrP. nnnp l nlpv!'_im pn v~ )khudhü ~ C;tphum wp ynntr>hu cammp 

hahphum t!"1nhu fp kn.nAt sunnptuhu ~l_cl"mpl~vvp VIp nl-op.w11, 'TF' pli p 

li pl-au~ pn ••• ". nbd nl-Hp.1n't'd ibn Bpd1:"s r°'1orted the \7ords of the 

~llr)pn on the sunnF': "Wa m~ ypntir c~n pl-hpwp inne. huwp i11p WéJ{liyï 

vUha ••• ' '. This view of the Sunnp di.&' :'e?'ed r""om t[l~t 'whic:, Muh~!::Y1rd 

'C Abdu ~nd RF!shîd. Ridp held. To the ~efÎrmists fro!1 Ep:YJt, th··'VlOrds 

pnn DCtS of th~ P!'o';het were seen PS M1ÙJ.nmm:->d's own i.jtih;:ïd nnd could 

therefore be f~uIty. The pl-lfpn~r, it shou.ld be :r-ec."lled, hnd held 

criticr-I views of AshCprism pnd M\L'l1P1'11TI1?d cJ'bdiï Wr:>S ev en eccused of 

inclinption towr-rds :·:iuCtp,zilism. pi-Shih::::"b, FebruP"'Y 1934, 1). 195, 

subri:li:t1;ed to the renutedlv we~k Tr.-dition pttributed to the PTonhet 

by ~;~;lik ibn Anps: "Tnr'pktu fîkum nmrr;-'.rn lr.n t~ddi1ü mr; tr-mpS2nktum 

bihimr kit;:;:b r"llPh Y{f> s'J.nne.t rnsülihi". .. 

!lemninp.d the reviv""" of the Sunne. cpbd. rl-E~~ïd ibn 3~ïs p.dded to 

the ",bove r.1entioned Ol)otption in his cO'~ent"'ry of "Yn rpbbî ••• ", in 

H~,Hnis ••• , '1. 232: "fr h"',jrrn'Ph'" k~me. h~jr>rn-;:nu W? c~mpln?'hu bimr 

cnmpInr;hu b.rtt?, pnnphu liypoull f~ el-mutp..spddirl.n li é'1-tpd~ïs min 

kib~.r Pl-LUlrITlt~ j fi' rkbr:r rl-m,-:;Cphid m~n ydrunü oedd khrtr>mr kutub nl

h~d!t:: "l-mrs?':1':ür kr. nl-muwptt p 5 WP rl-bukhrrr wn muslim wp nrhühr 

mutf!lpcr fr-Ç.l:--n (rn gh,"'vrihim. min phI ~1- 'ïlm "Te frQ.l:"n 'r-n g:-.:-:vrihp 

. k" 1... 1 ".,- h d d d ~~J . k . b A ' 1- tt~ 5 
:n~n Ul.Ulj ~ -sunnp • :-.e r- !'eC'î~en e .,:r'.~ ~ n n."'s s .:~uwr r., 
~1-3ukh?"rï' s r-l_.T;::-miC -=>l-$pbJb, nnd Hus~ i:n' s Snbib.. ~~e hnd plso re

cO Y '1",ended, in ~I-Shihnb, Decer.1be:r- 1')32, "'). 648, ~l-Tirmidhl' s Sr>p.1:b., 

Aàü 'J'?"vrud.'s Sunrn, r-nd S"'hnün's ?J,"'n~hi,j. The Ir-~ter, p m~likI, en.;Îycd 

~re~t use -~on~ the ~Ulr':nP~ of the ~"~hrib (see c. Brockelm.~;., Gesch

ichte .... , S I, 299). In the cu Y"riculum w:-.ic:. the Ass oc il" t ion of' Alr:

"!rin n (Ul,:l1'!l{i) set T''J!' i~, s members to - ":; ide bv in thei!' L, er-chinp, tiü s 

~lide to ":~le study oT' the ':Ui'i"tt?>"'> w"'s 1..isted. Also listed W"s ib'-. 

(~~hir's ~l-"~rshid rl_l,~Cln, th~ p-e-tlv used toxt of As~crrI ~~n~~_ 

'î ml in _ : 0 !" t ". . ft of' r i c p (S II, 699). Th r c} 'J. ~ se') the ?,,',' i sec 1) " : S i ~ ": e d i n 

",ho c .... ~~,...!"!t-~·, of ch.-ï":ers !:rJJ3II to r:-z.rv f'ro'~ t!-!e ~ur'"':);::-n -:,j ",0 

':.:~r:> Stll1":: ".en T?,pditions, c0u"1t'>d wi:h.., s":,!--:-,~,, or the ST~,., of 

the l?rCl'1!-.r.:t (sp<, -0 1-5:-. i'".==1> , :\'11Y11st 1)31, ..".494-495). ':he: ri:'! or 

-'::'1e :-',-l')ci-ti-n !:~d, "'!e-n....,·:i:.e, bp",!": ':,') ~e-!i'le rO-p':':t~n ·_'~-~ii-,i-,!"!::. 
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The exegetic conce!'n of AI,ge" ipn rr:>formism hpd, no douat, become 

noticeé',ble from its very incention é',S n movement. The c':nviction 

on the na.rt of its members that the revel'~ion mpde to ~~Tu1}pmmnd 

cont~ined plI which mnn reCluired for his weIl beine; pnd the pssum'Jt-

ion that the neriod of thr Splpf w?s ch~rpcterized by the co~rect 

evplu~tion the vom~~ni0ns of the Proryhet And their Followers mrde 

of the Qu!,1~n rnd the Sunna, these two induced the ~ssociption of 

Alp,eri~n (Ul?më~ to become pttrpcted to the inte~~ret~tion of their 

own Scrirytu~es. C8 bd rl-HpmId ibn 13~aï's h~d in~'lguré'ted his exegesis 

f t , ,,')- d h' t d .L' +h"le' tt-"") h d t d 
o ne ~J.ur pn an l.S s u y OT 'J e .",uWr->rl ps soon HS ~ evo e 

himsel:' to tfle u"Obri~füng :-> d ed'lc!O'tion of ~~is 'Oeo'11e. His fol: Clwers 

were, menn'!:hile, urged to "'Jonder on the !',')le of the refo:"TIlists from 

Eg'!"t in th r reco',struction t:':ey h,..d 1"'tte"'1::Jted of thei?' own society. 

--:'his wps urr:eè in SiJi1 ••• , u. 61. ':'he imîor-:r::ce w-.ich the Al-er

ir>n r~f'o "''1Ïsts r>tt~ch"'d to ~!:~ '-'?'~diti'Jn o.e' ".he P:Oî:.P·i. c')u1ri ~'Sl 

be seen in ~~hc Y1~""!ing o-l' ':he i :sii:'ltion, seco::ri in i'!1"lort~nce :-ft~r 

':he l;dï:o ï-.~~J'~ of CCJns t - ri t ine, which :-1_.3- s::' î~ -1- Ibri'i1Imï ir.pu~J.r

'-'':ed in Tlemcen. It w"'s c"l~ed T.>~r 1"'1-:.~;:dïti1 ... ·.·i w'o')ld bec"~~ Y0: 

-not~~r !,nrO:~i2'; ~P~:-S", in A!~e-i~ (see .,1-3hi::'~b, 0~';0be: 133?, 

"''0. 349-351). 
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The exemnle of J\J!:u."t~mm?d (Abdü and of Rp.shId Ri9-8, remFl ined 8. source of 

insniTPtion without which the reformists from Algeri? could not comnr-

20 
ehend the nUTnose of God fOT the Muslims of thpt country 

20. The vp.lue of (élbd pl-Hpmïd ibn B~dIs' s commentr-ry of the Q .. ur'Jp-n 
rested in thpt nAW guidelines were set for the Algerians to follow 
in their regeneràtion. His understending of the ('ur)i3"n pnd the Sunnél 
were indeed pttemnted in terms of the Algeripn replity. nl-BpshIr 1"1-
Ibr'Phîmi spid of his objective, in the introduction to Ma..1é.lis ••• , p. 
33: "lR,wln él.nnr-hu k:;f}p mp,shgh'Ulr-n mnep dhP:lik~ bi taClrm .in WP 

terbiYYe,t urnnlP WP. muEel? .1:=!.t pmrlS"d. i 1timëCïyya, WP musp'rpCpt isticmP"r 
yu'5Edyyidhn fp iat8sere, ~plF! t~fsI'r él.l-our:>pn dprspn yF!nhRl minhu pl
!i~dr WB vHzüd minhu p l-rp jih we, n.l-ghadI' WP 'akafe cp',lpYhi ilp pn 
khatame.hu fi khpmsi WP. CishrYna. spna Wp Ipm yRkhtim p.l-trfsrr dprspn 
we, dirayp. bi hpdha al-wHt'aD ghPvr8hu mundhu khatpmphu Flbl1 (Abd p.ll~ 
pl-sh~rIf pl-tpl?ms~nr ••• ". ItJrs interestine to note thnt the lr-st 
bon? fide exegesis to h~ve been undert~ken in Algeria, pccording to 
i ts refor!':ists, would be thr-t of Abü ~bd AIINl nl-Téllpms?:nI (see C. 
Brockelmnn, Geschichte ••• , S I, 921). In the 14th century (he died in 
1390), th" city of Tlemcen culturpl"y belonged, not to Al~erip, but 
to Yorocco. PoJiticplly, ~s wel-, the Al~eripn entity - ps the As~oc
ip.tion of Al~e~i?n CUlamp) understood it - did not existe Two imîortpnt 
conunent~ries· of the Ç"ur~::in hpd, mepnwhile, been r>ttemnted by contem'l
orpries of c~bd pl-H:->1!lId ibn B":-dïs: they were the Tp,fsrrs of Ahmpd 
ibn 'Alrwp, the ?~~Tstic ""ro~ };ostpp:hpnem', f'nd of pl-';',;:;hir ibn "Âsflür, 
th!" rec t or of' the Z:->vt~n~,. a,l-B? shrr p 1- Ibr?"hïmï hf'd ment ioned the 
"ntecedents of' Cpbd 'pl_~rp!"1ïd ibn B'lI;rlïs's own co-""e::~8rv: "tfmrrnn~ 
k::'-np.t pl_1!lu C. izp bp.(d~ dh;:ïlikr- pl-irhi"ç bi ,:"uhùr im~m '''l-mufpssirïn 
~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~-- , - , 
bil~ mr'nfizi muh~:'!M~d bdü pbl:->eh!"l T.~n tpkpllaJTl:' fî r>l-tr-fs'rr b?y~nr>n 
li h~dr.'1i "'r" f~:rJ!l~' li ~sT~rihi Wr> tr'\7fïoan b-vn~ <:y~t !:'lJNl fï pl
n'Jr-:s;:in \7-:-> b""'nr- p".w;tP~i f'ï "'l-pkwi':: f~ bi "lr~1ud h,.,dhp ~l-im:->m W"1. idp 

[lm r-l-t~f81r W!"I t~"'m'l~ w~ 1:",--: ,,~nnu§h'l il" p ~nnphu l~!"!'l v~ktubhu bi 
npl:",mi!li k~-'~ br-y:yF!n;hu oi lis~nihi WA lr-w f'::JCplr- l~ r-bnA li ~l-~"lUsli:::!n 
li'i li ~l_n'l!Srn b..,l li 'T1u t ,jiz!it pl-auiJ'i'in w..., l;::-kinnphu m~t~ d'in~ dh~lik' 
f.., k~,,., 1.., fpJ:u t'J: iu~pn ,.,fk"'rihi W!"I must '-'wd - C p s:~: i:-l i ~'" ~~"i~ d r~ S:lrrl 
ri:> f'~ k~~~b"" rr ~l-~pfsïr m,o\" k~~..,b:-> w~ dün~ pr~ ~l-i:1'!?lm fini w~
sh..,rpC::- li ~l-(ul;.-:I'j) :'!l.~n~hi;:<'1ll w,., "'1~t.., n..,bl.., ~n ".'~",Ürr·ph'.l f~ int.d;- t 
i";1;:;:'!~t -l-t"'~srr b~<:ct"'hll "'i ..,1- (;;1-171 ..,' -is~~-:r kul: lJ:;'l il:" d~ .. In:-, YI:- ' 

=pdî"~n'" w.-, -·J"'3·-i) ..,1-n~""'';- ..,' l'c::l""'~l""V"~ "1 (1-'--1""'''' b1' ~l i~z;:)'l~ '0-' :: \,.. r: ... • •• " a..... . ~-. _ .. y. . - ":II X ,.., - _. .. (. . - , , - 1 ... 

bi ~l-s:--l~~.::"J. ~1-ifrrn1 C;bd ,:"l-:-:~'~r'i ib;,_ b"':.!s ("1. 3~:)". Si,iil ••• ,~p. 
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The Methode. lO@:lT of' (l''bd p.l-Hr'ïd ibn Bf0 rs' s exegesis cl!'irr.ed 
• 

itself to be th~t of the Spl~f. It Wps essenti-lly literplist in 

~11y scrintu~~l.ist in th!">t it soue;nt, rs much f"S nossib-e, to inter:'Jr-

mepns of unrevepled not ions. (' a,bd rl-Hpmïd ibn Bi'"'dîs' s mr.i or cri tic-

ism of the exe~esis of those other thrn the Srl~f rnd their imitetors 

hrd been thrt they inv~ri~bly internreted t~~ir Scrintures on the 

bl" sis of the ir own 'Of"rt ic~)l!' Y' isms~ Th"! the':llogi::> ns grve tht;-ologicr l 

COr1'll;nt~ries of th,... ""ur:>;n. The Hystics inter"'~eted the Book of' God 

in mystic~l terms. The "'hilosoryhers nhilosonhised on the Sc~i~tu:es 

of' IRl':;!':'le '~'he ~es~"'ee o.&' ~he O.urJF."n hrd been univers:->l ~nè. Vlrs ~·imed 

35 !'"nd 37, ·.rrT""~e o.&' <Abdü rnd :Ug~ ""oR-."'cti',·e:y: "k?"11r r-·l-u:-1t~dh "1-

i!!1~'r uC:.1Ubrt ~l_rC'::.iïb .&'I bnC.d ~l-n~7.~r 71f" CU"!lr. ~l-t-fkï!' Wf" hiddl"t f"l

k!':-tib 71- istin;::-""rt ..,1-1:>..,s'1r.., ."~ suyè~t -1-is:int;;'".1 ::"1<i:;: bi kull "1a 
tu)~d-:Ï:~i :-:;'::-i!;i :->l-k-li';-" .,nd "~~sr.J:d ri';", ~hdrth'" innil~"brn .f'ikrï 

.&'ï f-~:"" -~_,.lrn 7Tr sil-t·:>..u bi ~l-d'Jniy.., wr :>}_i~fr ·"'l-:,!U")..,ll..,~~t rl

k..,t!-'ll"'", ";7'" n-sh'r~ :"lin mU)l"ll..,f?t <-~'J~Ii: in ~in ..,l-oudr""'!;;-") ".1::; z?d~ hi:.:!. 

,'-l'~'-::'·- --_"r'::~l'", .&'r k~r'· tl'lk~ -1_·"""):1';.f'--::· r:'>-"à· ... ·~:> 5·-'1···· Il' -1 .., .... -r' • 
. "_ .......... _. _.A '." • J ..... , J .. .-. 'AU ""'" l" ••. _(.... • _ ..... - •• "'A_I., 

.. ~, Cïl-,~.·~,r-" ·..,· ..... n'" -",.... ...... 'J' .. bn .t"' .... ~ o"'er .,... .. , p~rn"""'" ·',"'r.p-l·r-n .,..~.t"'"",_ .. .,....:~ ... ~rr ,,~p 
.. - '_. • ""., ..... _. ._...J..... '. >.1 .... ~ • ~ ...... ~. •• , . .- .... .1 '. "'_ 

r ,":-, .~ t"> C t i -.- r. i ~ -; 0 0 '"1'" '. t·- t:: ~ .,.. Co .&' ~ ,;,~-. tir: no.&' :-: i :-' S - r. i e t~.' • 
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~t ~11 ti?':':.~s. Its T)~rticulrristic inte,......,~et,r'tion, in tprms of ider-s, 

Jl~ce 0::-' neriod w~s ta ~ttribute to the ('ur)pn mepnin.q:s VI~ich it 

did not h:"Ye. It re'1'~esented, fu"t'.-:ermore, 1"1'": ptte''1'Jt to f~lsii'v 

21 
p.x"'l ic i t vTO:::-clin[': of the se SOr.ipture s • 

21. Hâ.j::>lis ••• , pp. 30-31, st~ ted: "wa, li pl-muf8.ssir!'h min Cphd 
~l-tpdwrn il!" f'l-P'n tarp-:>io f'ï fr-hm pl-our5 pn WP p,sRlib fT kit~bpt 
t~f'sïrihi ••• fa~al-muhp,ddithun ypltp~imun ~l-tpfsl.r bi pl-mp?thür 
fI" in ikhtnlpfpt nl-riwpyp fp minhum mpn y!"rwl. pl-mutpnaoidl.n WP 

yi-druk ft bir? Wp min?~um m~n yadkhul np~p:rphu Wp fikrphu fi pl-tpCdïl 
Wf' f'l-tar"l. ••• WP muooalidpt Al-mr>dhFhib yufps"irun pl-01)!"5#n bi 
oPvr~ Id :m~dhphibihim wp umünphp fihi fp idhp khFlpf~l no, üh,lO~CIdp 
:"lin naw~, l:dihim rpddU!1u bi r-ll- tA ïl il""vhp vrP hrdha shprr mr ueThn 
bihi h~dh~, pl-cïlm bpI huwp n~w[ min -=-l_tpC 1'1 W2. bf-'"b min pl-tf' !"Tf 
WP pl-t.,bdYl li r:nnf'hu fi hi-oT('Ipt pmrihi wPçlp a. li k::,l~m nlJ:=rh fT :--1-
dPTP,j'-' :"l-thr>nivvp min k~lpm pl-m .... khluo 'WP fl. mrnziV·t rl_fprC min 
p,§lihi vf'Tud r.1u ilpyhi idhp kh~l"'fphu Wf' pt2jPffi bihp zinn Wp in hr;"dhihi 
.,l-zillp hiy'" rl-e;hfr1ibp min spniC pl-mufr-ttishTn bi :'11-m"'dh?ihib WP 

f'l:-'71llt~Cpeeibl.q. l~hr, vr-trb;:;Cp,.dun cpn ~l-C'!":r]~n m-l';" sh?-5 p , lr~urn ;.l-hFw~n 
f!'> idhr t ""nF'w:" Hihu fr bi hr;"d:;'ihi r> I-n" z:rp rl-kh~i 'jP • •• VT.... 1" I-mut:"kr>ll irrl 
~r -n""t;;nr .... l-C'urJr-n "nue 4:,,""'hum min ~l-lue:-,rwiyyrrïw., rl-nub;:;t f., hu"TI 
v~ t "'k" J.lp::1un r:~_n ih~n cr If' .., l f-;=:z: mufr...,d..,... Wr> '" 1-ikhb~Y i V"un !'l1uftinün 
bi ""1_('1' r> f~ l~ ,,"'or-Cün i1..1., C,..l., ~l-""vi""t ,",l-""l~t-:pt~llio:> bihi we p 

l~wt..,~~u~ V ~n"i('1ün ..,'- ik~p min !"\l-ni r> ~;lun~ ~l- ib~r minh!" ":IP 

v~,st~k!-lri.iün" ..,' -d~C'1~ id !!lin s'm~n ... ll~ fï "'l-uffi!"\!!l w'" '"'':'''li ~l-k:; in?t 
',"'" l:=ïkinr..-'hu""! "-st~l~i~u.'1 ~~ !" "'l-riw':'i"., V; ... y:"s-:!"!1wl.hi""l "'}:;.::-Y;::b!"t ~l
"'k:-_h~r f!" V,,!-:t ... r..ï hihi..., dh;r'lik~ il ... -l-is:rFjïliv··~t "'l-lc:r~ti).'" ."1_k;:"r; ib..: 
','!r> (lf':':d ,..dk?1~lu hi ~r!''!1. Ci}~i""l h"'d:n~ C~l.., -l-musliml.n d~r"'rr-n (~v'I!!Ir:~'. w ... , 
C..,l~ -l_tW-ik~ r:"s~d~n k-bT-""n ••• w ... psb,",b ~l-~-~~~~ib ~1-C..,n11YVr> id~l" 
~aq; 'ï -l-":"'~sTT 1:'1 v-t,~w ... s-~<i1n ill~ fï ~l-istidl"'l ... t ~1._CM1~ï"v., C!"l ... 
i"';"b~t -1 "'i-f'.rt ~ ... n'~!!':~ w~ -1'"' -l-C....,~vbivv:;t 77- -1 ""ub'J'"r.'!;;t '~" .,."r 

'.r~::;~C"'11:~xbi~r ••• ~a ~ï~nut~t w~ ~î-b::1;it::~n'rr' ,",S~;:";"~l-~~~;=:kTh i.., 
".rTd·tn~ i-:' -:.~ rl. <:"'iV,irr -l_~c~!"rb ~w rr n-k<: ·'l-b ... l~F".!".a .• ~.·h~:>dha
r.,C.,l .... <l_-r d"",,;:~~ -l-...,u ..... ~~di':.hun bi -l-r.'lrY~n -k-!!I11 rr.'1i nib~l:';u"n 
w., -:~::::~r.ibL·i-: \7- !Jin~ r;tLi- ';-"'::~;.ib~ "'2~u :-.-r!r..,i w' 
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br-l-;:::gh~hu '.78 pb' pdu r' l-u"l'JJ7lP Cpnhu WP! Sp'ra f'r'lhp (~n hikFmib i Wé) P srP:r ihi 

w~ Ipw dh::>hr>bnp m~d:1h,.b pl-t~dïd f'i" mpcrnî pl-alfn2' r>l-istilfl!.ïyya, 

IpW~'t,ipdnp ..,l-mufpssir min hl" Vi':> oplTIpn". Çbd pI-Ep~rd ibn EPcirs 

8DDlied nreciselv thfs .,.,rinci'Ùe. The \,uT)15n 11r-d been 'mr-de ~vf'ilp"lf', 

pccordinr: to hirn, to neo.,.,le of 1"11 walks of life. They could understrnd 

it if they opened their errs pnd their her-rts to its ~ords (air§~Rt pl

aur')~n A.fdpl min .jr-mïc. r-l-pdhkr;r ••• , in l':p.1f.1.is ••• , n. 47). In hIs---co;L~

ent,.,ry of th!" verse ''':VP jpCplnp !"'l-l"yl WP pl-nph~r !,"yptr"~ni ••• ", p-p. 

58-63, he sh'Jwed the 'lurnose of' this ")rrticulàr revel,.,tion (~l-mun?'"sFbF') 

then went on to definp the me~ning of e~ch word (,.,l-shprh vrP pl-b;.vr;n). 

Ee used this p"!')1")r'1Pch ta the c-mmentprv of erch ..,nd everv nur',.,nic writ

inr:. He h,.,d refr~ ined, '"'1epnwhile, from" CO::1S idPTinr: er ch ''î~ rt of th.,

~u?:'';)~n ,.,s i-n inden ndent 0ntit". The mess..-ge wr-s p totrl one. This 

verse, for inst,.,nce, h~d been pimed ..,t m..,king the cre,.,tor known to 

mpn. ::J,.," rnd ni€"Jlt were evin ence (pvrt) of the existence of God. This 

theme recurred in the l"ur:)P"n pnè. sholl1d be undeTlined b:v every comr:1ent

rtor. Over the ve""se "'.'!P' pl-ou:,,~~n rl-ru'kim innrkr lfi min ,"1-mursi1ïn 

Cpla, .sir:;tin must~n'L""1 t::->nzilp pl-'-p.7.ïz ;l-r::->hL"TI li tundhir::-> ORVnTIpn mP" 

'mdhirp. r>b,.,Juhum fp hum gwfilün", cP',·t~in ';:r-incip1es h::->d been dr<'>wn: 

th,.,t "'[uh,.,1'!l!1pd '\"J'ps the Pronhet of God, th,.,t the Qur.J';=;n WP.S the word of 

God~nd·thpt Islrm VlPS the rcli~ian of God (ibid., DP. 365-373). We 

rlrerdy referrèd·cto the v,"'lue of Tr2,dition ror--rpbd pl-I}pmïd ibn Erdrs. 

~rom -,~u("'dh ib:-. Jrbpl it is reDorted thpt th< Pro")hèt hpd spid: "':'~kün 

fit"'n fp, ykthr-r nl-!!l.M. Wr> ypft;"b. rol-nurJ;:'-n hr1ttA ypnrp")hu "'l-r~jul wa 

~l-m~r'Jr" '\'T8, rl-s,.,ghrT 'V:r~ ~l-k..,bïr vrP- !'1l-mun~fio w~' f'l-mu~in fFlypnrpJhu 

~l-r,.,.iul fa Ir y"t.bp.C f::->yroülu wp. ~llPhi l~ porél~~Fhu C~üpniyp. f~, lA" 

yptba.c fayo.ttr->khid Mf' Sti idrn WP ypbt,.,di c. k"'l;:;-mpn m'?" l~ys~ min ki t"Fb ~,ll~ 

1';- min sunnpt rrsul ,.,ll~h f? iv,,rpku"'1 VIp ivvr-hu fp innp!11) bidca VIP. dplr;l' , 

~his Tr~dition w~s seen pS mos~' rplevrnt ~~ Alperip ~nd e'ucid,.,ted"the 

verse "7T~ o1'!:l?. rl-r~sül VA rrbb! innp ('JFwmï ittrk:lrdh~:T h~dhp rl-aurJrn 

!!l,.,h.jür,.,n' '. lT0t only hrd vC"'bd ~ l-J}!'1mïd ibn B~drs rem r rked (.,.,.,. 330-334) 

thrt l'Iur)::-n rnd E~drth con",!'-dicted not one -nother; they we"e of'ten 

self eXDlpnr-tory: He eX'"l},.,ined, on D. 232: "khrrr,jnr- min ,.,kth"'1'ihr C,.,n 

pl- pnïfr p. ~l-s', ~ il,., ,.,1- hulüw vrP ~l-trn~ u e WP 4n ~l-sunnp -1-

b<'>vçi~ il~ "l-"'!td~":.'r. ":Ir p 1-b id~ '11::-> rdkh.., In~· f'Thp min .., 1':';- s,.,k ~ 1-

8,t,in''U .... ,;.- rl_t-k>',v,.rul rl-f''''ls'f'~ m~ "b{pdrh" C'::::;:;-y~t ,.,1- butd (pn rub. 

r1-iSl~T"'1 w" ,.,10p b,.,vnr -:'·lihr. b·.drcû,. pl-shio~n Vlr- ~l-k:d,,~"'1 W!'I P"lr ..,1-

r;?"'l bi>:.i'"'1 il~ khuri!,i min ;..thon per..l~ih" wr p1-ioti§?'""r t rlr brniy~·t 
:"llsiir.'lïh.., li ~l_intif';-e minhr w~ muZ~r~<j,.,t hid~y"t ~l_(~'l1'j?in bihr". 

T!1i~ TeÎ1'e~"'nted ~.hr lmde:""st,.,nd inr: C"'sn ct of' t::p. -u:-J;;n. It r~n'l~ in ct 

thp. ')!'·"'r~('Juisite :0 -nv ,.,ction on the: ..... -·~t or ",he '·unli"1s. It should 

be l.lnde:~t~kr-n f'ir'"'t ~nd f'ore'~ost. <;"'bd C"'l-!{-mici i8n ~~d'ï~ !1~d C"'!'('"'J,"'d 

th,.,t ":he A1r,''''~i''';.~ cie.,-'1't<3d froM ";h~ '")r·tr. ,;~ Isl~ b~c"'u!'je tn<3" !-.',d 

.,.O·,nr;.,t ,. ..... /0;:"" ·T~'un'" '-".lts;(-'le •. .0 .... r"u .... ');;-n -n,; ;rrj"îpn·"e.n +'" f'.,.o"" ; ..... '7;"'(; 

~.,. 'c~od "~:i- S: i~: '~ ,.;,.., i~ \..,~~~ m~' l~"s~' i<k::··tri":'~n" i~'n~ . ~l_'S;'~c.~· .;: A-

"'::'-1)"'5"'1':- ".'~ ~1-~'1~~~- k1l11U ul~Jik~ k::::n~ (~nr.'l .,~s)Ülrn" ~nd "In:'.!" 

-l-:~~:ü:n~ 'r-k .. ,,~·ïn"- "'l;; ~!1~~:n- "",,:in ~l_b"'r,in;Cti w~ rJ._!:11d r "'lin o..,C.di 

-;:::- b~'r'~nn~';.u li ~l-n:'-s f'i -l-ki+';::O u:;';-~ik~ Trr~C."r.'.l',.:'J'" rl!.~ ,':- ?rJC~;; 

~'l- ~·l-l~C.i::iïn"Ci!2.l.~J. n~. :'~)-139).· . 
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t ~he Renov-tinn o~ the IsI~rnic Sciences 

r::>ri1:v éÜ curt!'Jiling th" inf'lupnce which tr>C1I"1d hnd hnd on his comm-

unity. The renovatinn of the Iel~rnic sciences, in turn, TIould re-

hr>bilit!"te the CUlé"lm~"") in eoci·-t:v. Thpir role, A.S gU"rdi~ns of rel-

ir-:'_on, hprJ. ber;n h:::mnered by the shpckles of' trpdi tion!"lism. cR.bd· pl-

H"'mïd ibn 3~cUs :->nd hie follmvers Vlol1lri restitute the fun~tion of 

th!'! CuI.!"l.'"'1~"") .!"IS saon ps thei.,. sciences Viere Testpted on their COTr-

eet ~olJ.nr] <'t i 'Jns. T:flP reve l ~ tian mr-de t 0 ~'rul;1:"'>:1rnpd '!Jrovided m,- nkind 

with beli~fs thav could nnt ~tt-in b', thnmselves. God :->lso M!"de 

the I.:->w knnwn to the Belipve""s. ?he Com""l,!"lnions of' the Pro~~et "'nd 

~.hei r ?oll.o···ers "'birled bv its :enets ~·nrl ""T')s""le'l"ed !"IS ~ res 1tl t ')f 

• 
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fr-? ~mmp idh~ kP"n!"' Cind~hu dplïl i.i?1I?'l'1 k!"' istidl'::lihi bi wu,jud pl

m~khluo C;l!" wu .. jüd kh:->lioihi fp aR.dd khprp,jP min :->l-:-îtY'.Jn li tphs1.1 

h~dh~ pl-istidl;l Iphu rl_cIl~ ••• w~ r>l-mua~llpd ~r nl-furUC dunr 

tïlm bi pddillptihr- muttpbiC li muftThi fL'l~. yp§rddio cpl p,r1".i bi 

ILtibr>r rl-"'dill~ ~l- '.pti vr>jhplr>h!"' pnnphu muttr>bi C mi' lrVSr> l::1hu 

bihi Cïlm w." l?""kinnp l~hu C1.1m min npb.iy~t ukhl"P '.VF! hiyr- t ilmuhu 

bi ~nnA pl-tpoltd huwp b.ik~'11 Fllah ft hpog mithlihi min r-l_C:-,!wpm. 

bimr pl'!?-prp t?-.t~lp min su'~l phI pl:-crïm Wp mR rpfpc p Lpn FI_C~';iz 

min pl-isr w~ h'?,'71:-' :!TIin pI_C~mr> r>l-C~i,jizY!1 cr>n dFrk r>di 1.12t pl-.'Jb.k'1'im". 

It is so thr>t, in thei~ pnnrecirtion of the exegetes of the ~r-st, 

on~ such ty~e hrd ~~und !"'cce~t~nce p~0n~ the Al~erien reforMists: 

, 'F'lIrlr.1P. ~l-mufp.ssiri1n pl-lr>dhïnr> v~ d~a Cplp"hir.l h;:;dh~ pl-'V!psf fphum 

~l-l~dh1.nr' pshrr>!;unp fihh pl-our P'n ••• ibid., D. 31) ". In his 

cO?J1Yi1ent r '>"y 0"" the veV'se: "n phl!"' f'l-ki tRbi oP.dd jp'":>pkum rpsulunr> ••• 

cpbd pl-:ia.mfd ibn 3~dïs cleF'rly strted th:- t the our")pnic mesc;pge 

h8d come'wit~ the Lpw. The Jur~snrudence of th~ P~onh~t ~nd th~ Lpw 

~f' the ';)ur~i5"n were one pnd the s"'.l"1e: • 'l:nnp finhp pl-o',r")Fin y!"'tpwP.of"'pf 

\..'8.1p fioh Ur:{P't pl-n"bI wp sunnptihi WP fioh py;;tihi rtpWR.oo::lf (plp 

p 1- (!u:,:,~p.n VTr-' fion P 1- isl'R. yptr-"',rporAf PlA fiahihimp... ibid., p. 

421)". ?he role of the CUIRm~) would therefore become thr>t of imnlem

e!lting the divine Ipw. The renf)v!"ltion of the Islr-''lic sciences (i§l~Jt, 

pnd tpjd~d rrther t~~n ib.iy~~ were used) would therefo~e onen the wPy 

which tr:'ditionrlisrl1 hpd closed for t!le C.Ul::lm8") in s:)cietv. 

It shpll be l"ec~lled thpt l~sticisrn h~d been excluded from the Isl~m

ic scip-nces by the Associ::ltion of AlgeTipYl c..Ula.m~"): the stptement :-,1-

turlloTvvun lr:vsu bi Cul~mA') is indic~tive of this "'osition. Nor Vlr::"S
Philoso-phy cf)nceived PS El r~lip:ious science: cpbd rl_;.~r~îd ibn B;'-drs 

h~d mr>(1e i t clepr thpt the Cibpd~t (U' Isl?rm c01l1d not be re~ched by 

m!"'n' s ovrn c'-'n~bilit;ies. The Science of rrrpdition WAS of' conce""n to 

thp Alr:evei!"'n refo voT'1ists. They relied, howeyer, on the contributions 

of epr'ie~ schol~~s r·t~ough, under the inf'luence ~f s· l~fism, they 

c,-,me to include th~ Tr~dition of the ~0m..,-nions of the Pr0ryha t pnd 

t~eir 'P'ollf)'::":7"S to H~dIt:r:. m~tt:>rü·l. Exer:esis WFlS :->lso r:n irl1Î(),tr>nt 

Isl~~ic science ~nd'h~d pttr-cted most o~ the rtte .. tion a~ the ref'o~~

ists in Al~e:-ir. In bath these scirn~es, they h~d shown th ir t~ste 

4'0:"" th" 1 i t8.,..r l inter~,etr- t i 'Jn 0: th'" Sc""'i ~ture s. ~.:ub~:-:->k ~ l-~>:nï, in 

~ l-Shih?:b t 27 ~:ry 1927, ..,. 10, re ~erting to th"'m, wrote: "él.!'!l!!1a fp, 

n~::nu (ulp.""1:O;") <'l-t::hir ••• ". ~ m'ined the rl1 i~"lo:-trnt scier.ces of 

:JoP:'71~tics r>nd Ju:,isn:,ud~nce. As shrll be iv:dic' ted, (rbd pl--·'~id 

ibn 3~dïs rnd ::is ~ol~_owers were rttrrcted bv thp. ièers of' 1-0-:!'1 r d i!m 

1'''~r!'liyr 07e:, "':h~ ren '1',T' ... , ion 04' the ,e sc ience·s. Al tr..our(i ti:e'T· did 

little to :",,~n07~~t:> those scinnces themselvps, th8V !'1e~ti~~ed the nned 

f'or suc:-~ ?:"~nov~:' ion t ime pnd r: p:r in in t:'l.I"> ir riit t inp:s. Thl">" hr d se en 

L.he d ~y wl;,~n :he Juris':. s "'--:onr: - the cUl:->mfi'"') would ~uie 07e:, All"'l"::-in .• 

~r..e~ srw the u:""p:encv of educ~tin~ the Alr:I">:""i~ns r-n1 reh-bilitrtin~ 

~he ~:~ics of :he ~u~)~n rS t,..,ki~~ T):-ededence ove~ :h~ othrr. r~is 

ey.~lrins 7i~""v (-bri ~'l-::'": rd. ibn?'~dïs's co~"..~en"/-v o~ ':hl? r'..lr~-n };,rr; 

~-inly ~~~:~in-d to :~e c,,'lses o~ dec~den~e ~nd ~~~ c~~~itions ~~-

:' e ~ ~ !'1 .. - ': ion 0"" .:'._1 r- A ~ i ~ r !1 dt,; -;..,:. t t:> .,.. S 0 f ~ ") ,< i t'! .,... t:-~ Co :- t :: . r t 0 

L :'1 e ~ n ::-. () à ') ~ 0 rr 0 f i ; :. i :-~ ~ ct • 
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The f:-- i til of the ~{usli!'1s ~nd their l..,w we-"e one ~nd the s~me r-nd 

indivisibly so, ~ccordi~g to the Algeri~n reforrnists. Subrnission 

to the 'Jrinci"Jle:-=: of Isl;"m necessRrily mepnt thr-.t thr' Believers 

V10u1d oP.lso submi t to its Ipws. In Algerip, the very beliefs of 

the ""eo'01e we::-e in .i e oT)prdy. Thei!' lpw'~ were not, pt the SRme time, 

the l:=>ws of Is1;:;m. DOg:rlptics pnd .Juris'Orudence were c0!.1"J1ementf1Ty 

sciences for Alr:eri".n refo""rn.ism. In order thr-t the uni ty ,,,hicn 

Isl~T'1 ~dvoc~~ed 1'Jrevr-:il, in beJié-!" PS '\vell na in bp.hrviour, the 

'1rinciules of these two Isl~~ic scip.nces wou1d h~ve to be reverted 

23 
to • 

23. In his CO:"1mentr-rv é)f trLe t~n ve::--ses f:''Ï!Tl pl-Isra"', in ?;~r-,F~·lis ••• , 
n. 84, C~bd ~l-~~r''"'':rrJ ibn B~dis writes: "Wr' k~mp intrxnrnrt h..,dhihi 
r-> l-,jurnl~ t~wQ.iè. r-l-r'lbi)b ~rvp w~ t::>w~-rd. 1" 1-?'l'ln~ryy::> kr·dhp 1 ik:=> intp ~p:.lr t 
rnpC p "l-~ n -l-s~io~ r-l-trw Id -1- I1rn! Wn :-:l-trw 'td ~l_Cp~nT! fr 
r->l-Ulr' n-hiyi "'n ~n tr t~oidp pl-~lijh! VP li siwr-nu w~ huwn v~t~-r'-rnrn 
nl_n.,.:-:i'Ti (~n iC:tio~d Tub'lbYv r> SiW"!1U W.., h;'-è.hr-: !!lin bpb r-:l_ !lm w:=> fll
th:; îv"'~ ~~r[!. bi nn tnkunl:'. ib~d!"ltuk", rn r OS'lTP ..,l~·!!:i li rnnr->hu huwr' 
rabbukr- ·.7r!~d~::u Wr-> hr'dhp min b~ ::> 1- C;m~ 1 f~ !:1,nn w.n ..,d~ pllp,:~ r> lle. 

-l?ilrhu f~ rubnbY" ... rpti:!1Ï WP iïlühr p:.ihi ilrn:->n iV;=> r~plnn fp opdd 
is~..,k".1::>l;: h-k-;"'hu min m:->o~mi h::;dhn :-l-p..s:->s r-l- ~Z1";, Wp !Tlnn ~.knkh::>lp. 
b i shryC '"'lin dhr;J.ikn k..,n.., dh-;:'l ik., ne> 0 §~n fI" dïn ihi bi o:->dr _!!Ir :->k"'k',-: r l ~ 
;';'",':t.., ""11';-<-:1 -l-r!TlT il- kr.pls rl-r.1us11Tikth". Th'" -~ic~u:-e o.r Alr:~:-
ir.~l Isl?t!;l :~""\d, Ijf CO'lr~e, been ~ne ').&' r~iS'l~it ... in 'iac"~~i!1e ~3 w~ll rs 
in l~w.':is ::r,è. b~en sUé':ge~ted by Z. S;';é)p'orzewski, in "Un '1~~"'1~ 
r-~-~i~e ••• , b~twnen ~he ~~lik!s -nd the Ib~d!s. ~TO~ ~~ r:-tic!e in -1-
3::ih~, Ju ~ 1934, n. 19, vhic:-. !":-de ':.he ...,~ s-'~r7e l',!"o",,: -:1: "'1~cLjyo ~-o-
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Cpbd ~l-~am.rd ibn B;"dis r- .d his followers hrd sougl1.t to o-oer~tf' 

the unit y of belief of 1"11 Alr,:erüms. Their mpjor dif""iculty lie 

in the reconciliption of Sunnism r:md Kh"prijism in Algerip. .• They 

c anfronted the sectA.ri::lnism of their countrymen wi tÏ1. tlle trp.di tion 

of the Sr:üaf which the" mA.de their own. They hp.d borrowed hepvily 

nnother ner-.:1.is pble, i t wps sug("ested th~t p,S much conflic''t did 

exist between the m]Slikïs pnd the h~npfïs as had existed between 

M~likism pnd Kh~rijism. Meanwhile, the Law itse1f hFd 10st mucn 

grollnd in fr"nt of custom • .T.P. Chprnpy, Lp vie musu1mp-ne ••• , pp. 

234-249, ~ointed to the resurgence of the kpnun, rmong the Kpby1es, 

and to the si,i,jar, pmong the I1;>~dïs. This w~.s ettributed to the 

nredominent1y Mystic,=,l religion of these pre8S. It wp-s evident ::llso 

in other nrees of the country. "pbd pl-Hpm!d ibn B8"dïs se,w the exist

ece of severpl 1pws Rnd severpl be1ief~ RS R sure sign of Islp,nic 

dec?y (see p"l-S:"'lih?b, Me rch 1936, p. 654). Ag~>inst these schoo1s 

p.nd sects he cou1d noint simo1y to the one Is1~m whose ShArï'a was 

also single. This view of the dec?y of lluslim,society to be mepsured 

in terms of !he LAW was common to the generp.1 movement of Is1pmic 

reformism. Reference is here mr de to .T am~,l e,l-Din el-Afghan! (1839-

1897), to l.~uhaJn,'1la,d C.Abdü (1849-1905) ~nd to R!"shid ~idfl (1865-1935), 

see C.C. Adp.ms, Is1pI"l pnd Modernism in Egyut, London, "1933; E. Ked

ourie, Af eni and tAbduh ~n essa on reli ious unbe1ief ~md "101-

iticp.l activism in Hodern sIam, New York, 1966; A. Hourp,ni, Arpbic 

Thoue~t ••• ; nnd li. Kerr, Islpmic Reform, the no1iticpl and 1egp.l " 

tr..eorips of ~.fuhp.rnr.lPd "Abdu.'l-:t Rnd Re.sh~d Riçlp., Los An,rre1es, 1966. 

E1sewhere, in the 1,fuslim world, the SBrie idep. Wr>S being ll-:1held. 

N. KeMal \1840-1888), in Otto~~n rurkey, And Sir Syed Ah.mrd Khpn 

(1817-1898), in Indip, shp.red this view (see ~. ~b,rdir, The Gen-

esis of Young Ottompn Thou~, Princeton, 1962, for t~e first, 

and W.C. Smith, ~~odern ISlpm in Indi:::, London, 1:146, f"or the sec

ond). Th~ influence of Atrnr-d ibn TRymiyp on these men wps unden

i~ble. A fine p,nrRisrl of his ide~s rem~ins for us E. Lp;ust's 

EssAi su~ leG doctrines saci~les et nolitiou~s de Tpki-d-~in 

~~~pè B. T~ymiyp, C~iro, 1~39, ps weIl ~s his "Le Refo--i8~e 

o~thodoxe des S~lpfiy~", R.E.I., 1932, VI, pp. 175-227. 
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u"Oon the doctrine of ibn Tp.ymiY8 whose ideology end m8thodology 

grea.tly e:onepled to them. The Trpdi tion of the COmnf'nions of the 

Prophpt Pond their Follov.re:rs wps conceived e.s their :Jwn cor.s~nsus· 

over identiCp.l mptters of l~w. It expressed their unit y of doctrine 

~>nd their unit y of nur")ose w:-üch both resulted from thcir fpith 

in God pnd in tnei'" obedience to his comm~ (,ds. tr'bd r;l_Hpmïd ibn 

B~drs !'ncl his follo'TieTS, like ibn T:o·ymiy~, yrere di .e>I'erenti~ting 

between the i.impc.. of the Sr'lp'f A.nd the i.imi'i C of the (Ulpmh). They 

unheld the former p,nn denounced the Iptter in mptte~s of doctrine. 

The rcnovption of' dogmptics, therefore, imnlied for them thr't they 

revert t'J t:he legr-c~! of t~leir Splpf. On this 'joint we",e thev in 

24 

Islf.~ WP~P, indeed, r-imed ~t ~urifvine their beliefs • 

24 • ibn T"ymiyr: hr>d ob'; ec ted to the view !l cce"1ted bv the m~.i ')~ i ty 

of the Sunnis thpt the i11'!l:5~, which rem-ined ~n im"1ort~nt s,)ll~ce' 

0.1' the Lr>w, r>J!lount t~ the pgreement of the CU1?.""lp'"') of "-';V t:iven 

".i"1e on ~n:v p~!"ticul"'r ,juridic"-l ~oint. Thie view hpd, of c'Jll!"se, 

res~."è on th., ':'ra,ditè''Jn thr-t the Com:!l1.lni~,~, c"lld no: rf!'''!''ee ta err')r. 

The cons..,nstB of th'" Ul~mii) should rest u'1on sc~i"1".~~l evi';en--:e nt 

~ll ti~es. ~., .. Q.ur l5n "-nè t!'le Sunnp ~r-:" not rp~-i!': b'lt t e t:'1n')~~tic'-:' 

f ' .. md~ti;ns o~ Jurig")~udence with i:.r.e cr,nspn::;'l::--:.t' tr-.e ~;n~..,~) c-,.,;··t

ituting its è~c:rir.~l b~si!'1 .,r.d the r-·ti n~·:n .t'~~ i':s ,,·; .. ~·;ti.-:n. 
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This r,rgument had been r>imed ~t reverting the Muslims fTor.1 the 
trR.di tion~.lism of schools pnè. sects to the trpdi tion of the Pro
.,het. see E. Lpoust, Ess~d ••• , p1'). 239-241. Of the i,itihAd of 
the greRt scholprs, of the founders of schools pnd of the S~lpf, 
it i8 evident t~~t the ComDPnions of the Pronhet et their Follow
ers hnd been closer to this ~rincinle th~n plI the others. Their 
ovm consensus derived from textupl nrQof. Their ijtihp.d would nec
essprily be s~und: "Ceux q~li s·~cprtent de l~ Loi du Prophète, tel
le oue l'ont etpblie le Corpn, L~ 9unnp, l'imm8c des Sp.lpf et des 
impms se trouvent d~ns Ip necessite de construire une loi tonte 
nouvel~e, oui est nleine de eontr~di~tions internes et oue renous
sent ~ Ip fois l~ relirrion et 111 r~iflon. Mr>is les vé::-it;b1es mug
tnhids s8n~ ~~ 1')rénl~ble ~1')rouv~s nnr l'ob~iss~nce ~ Dieu et ~ son 
ProDhète. Dieu donc les r~com1')en~erp de leurs e~forts et leur Dpr
donner'"' le'lrs fnutes" (from ibn Tnymiy~.' s Un.imû'pt pl-rp.sA.~ll pl
kubrR., II, p. 50, in E. Lr>oust, Es~:?.i ... , p. 229). t:abd r:l-!J8mïd 
ibn Epars hr>d shp~ed this view in pl-ShihPb, June 1930, D. 317. 
He prgued thpt the di f'~e1"ences betWëëi1 the-schnols r'lnd Û'le sects 
wauld -becoM~ dissivRted nS soon as legitimnte i,;tih~td were nrrct
ised by tile CUlpmê":). Towr->rds the Ibi)·q.îs, he demonstre.ted th.,t the 
essent i~l di :f'erences betwe"n themsel ves pnd the Su;mis were rninim
nI nno thr>t wh~tever dif'f'erences did exist pnd 1,'7e1"e ,;ustifinble were 
not doctrinnl. The strict relin~ce UDon scrinturr>l evidence of Kh~r
i.i ism hn.d mnde them p s symnpthetic to cp,bd nl-~p~ïd ibn Diid!s nnd 
his foll:Jwers pS to ib T8vmiyn much enrlier (see F. Lnoust, ~ssFli ••• , 
p. 95).~}~ubarpk rl_1Jï1ï, in his TPTïkh al-·87.p~T fï pl-ondïm W:1 p.l
Qnd!th, Const~ntine, 1928, n. 9, rëDorts from nl-K~mil C. Erockel-
mpn, Gesc~ichte ••• , S I, 168) th:1t thn rp?y of (abd A1IRh ibn ïb~4 
rem~' ined t:he. best n~on~ the Kh';ri,j is Rnd t!:.nt his Caoïda. wps closest 
to th~t of Sunnis~. For the Associntion of Alf"e::-ip~UlpmF') to clnim 
th~t the Ib~~!s were closest to the correct fpith (pedpl) c~rt~inly 
Vin S t 0 di -<'ferentinte between refo~med Kh;;-1"i,i ism in Alge1"i!:' ~nd th~t 
Y.:h~Ti,iis~ which IbrfihI""'! Atfiy'v~.sh nimed ~t co:",rectinp; (see p. Shin:->r, 
"Ib!"'diYYr> !"'œ1 

••• ). (nbd pl-:':~mïd ibn 3'::.-dïs n i",ed :1t 'lni 7. inr: the 
Al~p-'i~::- !"'s !"' r"'~ull-. 0""' doc~Tin!"ll refor""'.. ~r c!"·l]ed for ""'odnrr-tion 
in f~ i th (!"' 1-","'"' Sn t "1_' ?:dil). This mOrl er!"' t ion resul ted fr,;~ the corr
",ct inte ''':'e~~tion of ~he Scrint'Jres (see ~l-~~untpoid, 2 July 1925, 
D. 1). ,'\ rr~ic1it1on rer-('l: "Lr>:Vs~ minnn rn""n datp. iln tn~~b,!:'Vyptin wp. 
nuwr> ":l~nr;~u1u ~1-P':r.'11uw w!"' !"'l-phuluw !"l'lj-;w~zat r,l-h~nd fI kulli shr-y') 
W!"l nCZ~""1ir i dp,:",r:r.,n "'u,; :;w~zntuhll f'ï d!ni nllFhi -,l~l"1"t"'mm!"l"!1 .,l-"!1uY.n7TlTYJnl 
W~ ""'t· "l-""'!~}:hl~ïri .,l-""1"rbiibi nl-"'!'1udh~·llnl" (see ~l-Shi:r}îb, J!"'nu~1"~' 1938, 
n. 19.). ?he ~ur~;n .,lso st-ted: "Innn~" .,1-~1l"1inun ikhwp f!"' .,sli0U 
b-"n~ -k:-."w~·yku"'!'1 W!"l itt!"lcÜ ""1191 IpC~ülpklJ"n t!"'rh~",ün" (see pl-s}-.iÏ1~b, 
J!"'ml-r~' 1131, n. 7138). This c-ll Wn-=: "'!'1-de, ti-,"· -nd '"'e:nin, to the 
~,r;:likIs "8 welI. Thr>y h-d ~tt:-cked the As:=;!)ci~tion of All"'e~i~n CU1'"'",~') 
-nr. c~~:rged it wi+,h 'Nphl',flbisl"1, wi~,:: '!uctn7.ili~l"1 r:nd with ibtid~C.. ':':1(": 
n~:=:~ci' tion :"","""lted '",:-'.es'" ch-rp:eà: ".7hile ~l-S::'.L-,:-;b, 213 '~.,-, 1127, "'ln. 
4-5, ~l"'r-IJn-:! t:-,-t thr> 7T"'r:::--:~ls weie Sunnis -nr~ not '~uCt~7,ili~ r-s ",[,r,v 

we':'"'" ""~cus"'è 1')""' in .~~ r'ori!" , !"'l-S:-:ï:',"b, J.,uP'ust 1934, p. 38, st- te~ 
",h-t Alr-nri.,' s re""'-:>--ir:ts WP,,:"O not "T{",r.h!l"'o!s, ":r:..,t t:-"ev k'?nt ",r..'" t":",-::.-
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inles whic!-l ibn Ti'vmiyp r.'dvoci'ted. The neces~ i t" for the CUlnmp') to 

nerform their own i,itih;d stern.""1ed "f1'')m the view th~t E:.e Ipw in IsV:;m 

wps nll-encom~i'ssing. The t201~d o~ the trRdition~lists h~d restrict-

ed the nn~lic~tion of th8 Sha-r'a to definite p1'e2S of humpn ~ctivity 

l''nd consenuentlv li,~i t8d t,he im')"ct of revel~tion to these ,,1'el"ls. 

Cpbd pl-~>~ïd ibn 3rïdîs :->nd his followers conceived of the Lpw PS 

which \o70uld not be c 0n ti'ined bV t i'T.p or ....,lpce. Its uni tv would .., Iso 

25 

be derived 1::-')::1 its OW Tllnà.~!:1entrl ....,~'incinl('s 

ition o.l' :~~lik ibn An"s in hig::. e~tiYr')e ~nd thr>t th y we1'''' not the 

ic r)Docl!"l"ts of' A1r.-e"i.., (r1-~fI1i's ::i.is~li' ••• , p. 32, ~f':"0rted th~t 

~ho t~~diti0n~li3t3 m..,int~~ned th~t the 1'~tu~n t~ t~e sou1'ce~ renr

esen~ed "n :->berr~tion (dp1~1), .., ""10rt~1 sin (h~l~), .., :o:i'l 10ss 

(kh n s1'i1'p); c':h~ c~ll .l'or ren"'i'7eC1 i,itihP"d p' Sj rC>~1'e~ented ~ deni"1 

(I2J:-MTo f' "':he sc ience 0'" t.he rr1'el'lt imF~s; t.!-'.i s innClV'"' ti on (i bt irJ~C.) 

0n ~~o ....,-'·t of th" ref'r~i~"':s w..,s ~ttribu~ed to t~e influr'nce of 

ib:: ':;:'''''T''''1iv!'l on t::r:'lll). Thei" "rgu:":'1ents were 1i",·,le c'J!1vinr:inr: ta ":r:e 

~r~oritv ~:~~se spct~ri~!1 outl')ok h,d f'-red too lon~ in ~l-C>"i' .l'o~ 

.... ~P:'1 T,'J r-r-s" the !!1ess'p:e o.t' th~ As,,:'ci- tion 00&' /'.l rro 'i..,n c:.TJ1~,~;:-). 

'''5. :;~ikr. t:--.e ~efo""""li!"+'s f'rl)~ :::rrnt, (..,hd -·l-::~.,ïrJ. ib:ï i3~";ï8 :-,'d. 

s'1b~:itted t:l th'" ""rinci~ln of l'!l~91~b~ ~s :<' !"1<o;mr :')w~rds :""l'xi!1r' t!~e 

"ur-ow "'volv"'. ~"'snr'd ?id~ h~d re"liyp.d, in ~l-'~~n~r, ":r..e c'n~e-:ît ')r 

:ne r:'?m~~~l '.1~ili"v ,.,1' l!"lW b'! p.r;i:inp" :i'.~~ ~l--::>rn "~.->wfï's 

Sh~rt "l-b~dI"t:-. .,l-th::-nï w~ ~l-:h~l='":hin :!lin ':-~,b~C.rn ~~-n'l77'71'!V".-: 
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on th~ nrotection of the generpl interest ~s p nrinciule of juris
nrudence in the field oT muGpmplpt (see C. Brockelmpn, Geschichte ••• ~ 
SIl, 133). al-TpwfT (died in 1313) hpd interureted the Tr~dition'-
, 'Ui. Q.pra.r wr.: If; dir!">r ••• " in ô. mpnner which freed the fôa!h from 
the tr:-dition~list use of textu~l source (see M. Kerr, Islarnic Ref-
.21:m ... , p. 207). This nrincinle in u§ùl ?grees with th:>t which ibn 
TaYIDiy~ held over the ryrincinlp of m~slpbp of which H. Lpoust s~id, 
in Ess?i ••• , pn. 248-249: "Des "9r~ tiques cul tnelle s. •• ·,énêtrent si 
nrofondement lA vie de ch~oue jour et'l'~thigue sociale de l'Islpm 
doit se nli",r ~ des '1rinciryes cononiaues si evidents cu' ibn Ta1Tmiyé' 
concêde bien slJuvent oue Ip considérption de l~ mpsl?pa jouerp tr-nt 
dpns le d0m~ine des nr~tinl1es cultuelles oue dpns celui de Ip coutume. 
Il y p encore là une nouv~lle nos~ibilit~-d'enrichissem nt de l~ doctr
ine, surtout si l'on s~nge oue le nrincine du juste milieu (WPSAt) ...,er
met de ne 'Pps rejete~ p nriori toute nouverut~ (bidCp), mpis de Ip con
Cilier, en l~ discinlinpnt, pvec les ...,rincipes genérpux de lA Loi. Aussi 
ibn T::?ymiy:>, intr!>nsige::?nt sur des :Joints bien définis du dogme et de 
la '1Or·~ le, pbouti t- il ~ une conce'1t ion for sou...,le de l;> bid c.p.• Il fp i t 
de Ir> coutur.J.e un uspge d'putprt nlus étendu oue c'est ~ elle nu'il con--,. ,. 
vient de recourir nou~ definir le sens de mots non fixes '1p.r IR nhilo-
logie ou '1~:' Ir' Loi. L::>.. çlarura, ou éta,t de n~cessit~, lui nermettrA de 
nousse~ th~oriouement fort loin les tol~rpnces cononioues (rub.s~) et 
de nronort ~onner !l SP c~npci té, comnrise pu sens Iprge, l'effort (rÜ 
est deTrlP.nde ~ ch~Q'un. De mê!"ln lé' dari'? constitue, Pl!tAnt ou'un vehi
cule d'interdiction, Ip nossibilite d'etendre considerpblement l~ lic
éité oU,l'oblig~tion; du nrincipe canonioue en ve~tu duouel ce (lU~ 
"est nece3s~ire ~ unr oblig-tion devient ~ son tour obligptoire", 
ibn TrvmiY;1 f:-it un us~p;e const~nt". This juris1')~udentipl ry~inci'')le 
hpd, it ~,",:r be rec"lled, only been fpyoured by the e~rly Tj;::"likï fuor1hri~ 
Pl1d wp.s chpr'.,cteris1t;1c of . thp. doctrine of Unik ibn An~s. In the B~r:h
rib, llowever, tr"'ditiono:-list JJnikism in time n::,d shunned pw~y from 
th~ 1')r~ctice of m~slpb~. ~ith the ~b~ndnn~pnt of ijtih~d, the L~w h~d 
becomp. restricted ta li'"!'!i-:ed pnrl definite !>")"licrtians. ibn T~y:niy:" 
in his ti)!le, Drotested the> r~le which ""lolitic p ' !">"thority Î1!">ye'~: in 
t~rMS of such re3~ricti'ns. Tho division betwe0n siy~s:, ~nd sh-,îcp 
~llowp.d C.'?>dp to f'-~e inderiendentlv from 1"r-1i,""ion. The rJ1e of the f~oTh 
would be~restit;llt.e the Sh!"r!'~' b'! reintef"r"t ing '10' itic'"l eX'Iediency 
~n~ C,,~t~~ ~o ~he "l'-p.ncoM"p~ 'ing divine l"'w. Th~ Al-eri!"n rr~or~is~s, 
1 ike the Isl"''''~ic rp. Tor.,." i ~ ";s o!" tf:e ir t iMe, sh- ~ed VP~:T :111.C11 ":his v i~w 
')f the "'.ot"li'f::' o~ the L~w • .,J.-B"'shï~ ~ll-Ibr~hIrnI, 8"I"~kinp' of' the: ('Iu~J;'n 
~ n ,.r .... ,; ~ i !'; ... , ..., • 23, ,e .:- p. r e d toi t :' s kit =""b ~ 1-ri -;-. r w., d 11 S t ü r ., 1-h r v ~ t • 
'--...,bd .... l-:--MId ibn xdïs, in .... l-Shii:~, AU(':'l,,:t 1:132, ""l. 420, ";,'~~l .... t:~d 
";.,,'.,., .... - 1'0',.., l.·,... .. 0 ... --C .... l'C-' tn.-!11S o"'\...e'" ne ",p·erred"o "~10 '-P' -..,~') ........... ',.. 
'.J ...... ~ . ~'( .1 • '" '.. . J ~ ~ ... v'.; .•• 1 f l ~ 1. '" .... _ _ 1 '.JI".'~ J...&.'. ... .~, • J. -' 

;ll""i-'"s o~ <:,,()('i-t·r (." l~r'rin- h,,,,,,,, ~ -'- ","e f"r -,_t-"'-"',..TC. .,J,-isl?~T 
t. • .-, J ,.':: é.. .. -.. ..J- - -- . j. 1.......,'" ..... ••.• ~ -.. ,.... - .............. 

~ ........ l-";.,snrl. .,1-d"'w1Y •••• _~n ob~ect of rn~0-~is.,." i~ ,,;~,.. ~-w ~~. r~~o-p. 
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C~'od rl-I~Tr'!'lrd ihn B~clis ~ncl !lis fol'oweTs h~d r~ised the (,!u8stion 

of the 'îl"'ce of Re~son in Isl;m r'S ~ reSlü t of their refor- ... s in the 

w~s rationrl "nd coulrl not contr-dict reason. The essence o~ the 

L~w cou1d not, hnweve~, 'oe re~ch~d 'oy w~y of m~n's ment~l f~culty 

the Sunn~_. ~e~son wrs eS8enti~1 to the for'rulr'tion of the ~pw. It 

should not 'oy-~~ss ,.,nd igno~e revel-tion. Tho i~~lic~tions o~ this 

n:rinc i ,..,~c for the 80 ience of ~Theol()r:Y ~!ere sie:>1Ï ~ ic ~nt for Al~pri ~. 

on theolop'ic--J. contr7e""si~s knovm in the ... -..., '''''o:-ch they held 0~T0:-

----------------------

,..~i~~e~e~t. ~. ~ .. -'?, ~()! tr.~ ti~~ bt3i~~r-. ~'!_ .. ~ roi..-~t ~.-·~~l~~~ ",u.L 

-~~o0ia~io~ ~0 the Gove~n~~~~ ~.~ ~~~ ta i~to-rpT~ i~ ~~_" ' r· - .~r 

....,i-::~ ~.r- t·..-_~ ~"·t~~ i~:;. 7~ ..... -, r~~": ·· .. ")·11 ': .1"'," 07: !":' 4-';~'" "". 
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Reason shou1d, under no circumstence, receive precedence over revel-

ation. It would serve, on th"" contra.ry, to interpret the Scri:)tures 

inasmuch aS human fpculties pllowed. Cabd pl-~amïd ibn Bë"dt's and his 

followers ha.d been more circumspect on this subject than were their 

26 
counterparts in Egypt 

26. In his comment~.ry of the verse: "Wa. la: tqfu ma. leysa Ipka. bihi 

'1.1m", in Ma.1ë.lis ••• , pp. 129-139, the princip1es of te.w~g(luf and of 

tawfid shared equ~lly by ibn 1Jazm (see R.; Arnaldez, op. cit., pp. 127-

134) and by ibn Teymiya (see H. Laoust, ~ssai ••• , p. 172) were submitt

ed to: "fa idh!? l~m tablagh pl-b?yyina bi al- idrëk rutbnt a.l-haz!l1 fa 

huwa. Zenn lJ:",dh!? huwa al-uaŒl ••• "; in the words of the Q,urJën: "Kama 

sh~~dn~ bim~ i11a bimp tplimn~ w? mp kunna li ?l-ghpyb hRfizYn ••• ". 

This ryosition hAd been strengthened by a Tradition attributed to Muslim: 

, 'La t ::lkt ubu Canni sh?y") pn ghpyr p.l- qur::J'Rn w~ mAn k? t ab a. C pnn"! shr>y') en 

ghayr pl-qur~an fel yp~!hi". al-ShihPb, 5 November 1926, p. 2, w~rned 

against specul~tion over the hidden mepnings of the ScriptureB. The.~ 

imp1ict?tions were, of course, leg~l. The Law, hp..ving rested on the corr

ect interpretetion of reve1ation, would become misleading aS soon aS 

thia interpret?tion were erroneous. The whole controversy over revel

ation and resson h~d ?risen frsm the view which emphasized God's ord

inance and justice versus the view which underlined his omnipotence 

A.nd absolute will. Cebd pl-~amïd ibn Bp.d~s and his followers h:-:d opt-

ed for the latter Ashe arr vie ... YubFralc al-MIl'!' s Risne •• .., p. 86, 

more exPlicitly indicated th~t the lluC:tazilism of l,{ul:].p.lDmp,d 'Abdu wps 

dangerous. The Imam from Egypt h~d departed from the Ashcarr position 

by arguing that revelation and reason were combined into one ~nother. 

His p.im, of course, was to promote the view thet humen fp-culties could 

be up-graded from the secondary ro1e of formuleting rules which stemm

ed from revelation. 'abd ~l-~amId ibn B~drs wrote, in al-ShihRb, Aug

ust 1932, p. 415: "wa el-~~clüm 1pna rr awwal ma rakkaze al:~ ~ 

cuqulina AAna allah j§11at gudr~tuhu rgbata khulugat hi5'dhr Al-CalF 

rRb n w ~ kall sh j ~ill t t t dd uhu WA t.rbu 

bibi irt baten r~thrgen W6 jp ele fll-musAbbabët t~nshB p~ asbab a 

cind l-m Il f li _ sb~ w t~ e dim 'ind Cedm esbF.bih~ ~ik~ 

khalaga allJ5fl inda huouri el-psbjb Al-m..,wdü s sunn~t al-lrti .rpfeila 

L1bpdihi". His deductive 10g1c rested unon reve1rtion aS ?xiom~tic. 

It re.1ected EI~l other pxioms. It wes es~èntiJ!!.l for the use which the 

fug ehë? ~d~ of an~logy pnd the rel-ted con~e~t of gen~r~l utility in 

the formulation of the L~w. 
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f The jurisprudenti81 res1Jonsibilities of the Cule.mà? had ca.lled 

for their retrpining to tpke plp.ce. ~abd e.l-H~mrd ibn BRdrs had 

invited the Zaytuna of Tunis, pmong others, to introduce the nec-

es s 2ry reforms in i ts educrtion so that i ts students e.cquire the 

qur:tli ties which the CUlema-Î of tOda.y needed. These reforms we:re not 

only methodologicr>l but ideologic~l as weIl. The committment, on the 

Part of the Associ~tion of Algerinn CU1"lma), to O1Jer~te the unific!"lt-

ion of society should begin with the religion of its members. 'abd 

pI-Hp~id ibn ERdis ~dv~nced his own suggestions to be followed in . 
terms of 'Ondpgogy, curricul~ An·; nriori ties. They a.ll nointed towr>rds 

the neces8ity to tie th ryresent with the ryeriod of the Sal .. f. Only 

in such a menner would the divisions of the ~resent be mended, without 

for thAt ma.tter hp.ving recourse to divisive confrontations. AB much nB 

nOBsible, ~.bd pI-Ij~.ml.d ibn B~dYs had sought to fr-re within the cult-

ur~ l confines of the Y.F.ghrib'I tr~di tion of '-nm. He appealed to this 

tr~dition while, pt th" s=~e time, denloring its i801~tion from other 

tr~dition~ o~ schol!"lrship in Isl~rn. ~h~ reno7ation of the IBlp~ic 
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sciences hnd not only 8imed at ~~king the role of the CUlp~a~ rel-

ev~mt to present d::'1y Algeri?. It mepnt to revert the Muslims of 

North Africa, to the fold of the civilizption of Isl'ém while, at 

the seme time, inviting its CUlar.lp'J to pprt8ke in the universal 

trend of reforIIlism which swe1)t the modern Muslim world after 

27 
• 

27. In pl-Shi1':8b, October 1931, n. 604, Sbd pl-1:Ipm'ïd ibn B;Qïs 
wrote over the reform of edùcption at th"", Zpytünp: "wa P1llITl8, mps')plr:>t 
;;!,l-funûn W#=l kpy!ll",at t a C-R1imihim f~ nara, an y~shtpmil minba,j pl_tpclYrn 
a,l-mushtarak t~;lp al-lughp WB pl-nahu WP al-sarf wp, al-bpyan hi tptbra 
aawpC'ld h~dhihi al-funun Cala al-kalpm al-fps~ li tp.b,sIl Wa pmme, 
airp Jptuha bilp tatbYa kaIIla huwa. ,jP:rY bihi pl:amal al-ypwm fH huw:, 
tadiyYC wa teCtn wa gillat tabsD WB. talp #=Il-t~rikh p',l-pd~b!" pI-Car~,br 
WP Cala tpCITm pl-inshA J WP c~ÜP t~C11m usn pl-ara) f1 al- ire5 a WP 
ilo9: pl-kplr;m ~'lla 8.1- ag? "'id wp y~.jib an tu khpdh hivp. wa e,dillp-.tuha 
p,vi'ft a.l-aur5an fa innaha w:;:;fiyp bi dhplikp kullphu WP. alD1Tle, ihmal P-y~t 
al-aurS~n pl-mushtprpka cale a,l_caaa'Sïd Wp p"dilla,tiha wa pl-dhih~ ml3Cp 
tilka ;;!,l-adille, al-,1pfa fp innahu min istibdFil pl-ladhi huwa edna bi 
pl-lpdhi huwp khpvr wr; 'ala, a.l-fioh wp y~,jib p.n ypotrsir fïhi Cal p 
te,arr:r ~l-mr>s~jtl dunp tp,satcubptihp thurmna yptprpoa bihim ile dhikr 
bet:dp adillatihro wa cala U 3ul al-fioh mp,s~jïl mU,jprr;;!da. thunmlP yr>tpra,ooa 
ila tp b1aihr> Crll a p.1-mps1l, '1~ al-fiah1 a li t pssil Iphum min h;dhp. 
w~ min dhiltri adillpt pl-mas? l pl-fiah1YYP kama t'loaddim ihilkuhu p 1-
na:;::=tr wa pl-istidl~l wp, cala pl-t~fsTr wp huwp ubp~in m~ yrht~.ju li 
~l-b::>v?ïn Wp rl-mpa üd min h~dh~ rn vr Ipca. pl-mutp~llim (pla al- ~d!th 
bi air~ "ti:-i la pl-tp:rTaa pl-'!'!!Utaopddirnr fr rl-t~fsrr Wp pla durüs 
ft' rl-tnrbryyn pl-~khlraryya vnCtpmid fTh.., Cpl r pyrt p,W ~~Üiïth WP pth~T 
nl-spl:-f pl- fli Wro CPlp pl-t~ikh -1-iE'I~~!' C;la m-b~,di !"Il-ikhti r;'r 
w~ ,lp ~l-pisF.b w~ pI-~ughr!"lfiv~ bi pas~mi~~ w~ -~~ mpb;di ~l-t~bï ~ 
Wr" !"Il-f-l-k w~ pl-h~nd!"sp w~ idh~ l,.,~ vrkun fï ">l-shuyükh ~l-r.1uc~r'l"?ii!r~n 
~~n Y"r.û~u bi b..,Cd h~dhihi ~l_cul',m f~l nf'j~~ bi ik::w~ni!1" ~l-r.'!'I":':''ëbi:'<Jr 
~in :". i!" r-.w ~in ~isr in i~-:~è.- "'l-!;.~l ••• ". ':':1Ïs ~d'rice 'VT~2, n r ) ~r'Jht, 
"' .... or'res··ive in ':e"'-:s of :hl" ":r r:.i",i~n-· is~s ")~ <:':.1' 1--'. !': -r,'""l' i!,:~r~ f- .... 
from ;::')~~-!: -n" indicrted ":!':,t ":r:~ 'ët:~()--:i!"t8 (:'d ... t"-~'., ~o: bnr:I)~r. 'c,.,';-
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~inted with t~e sciences from Eurorye. The ~bsence o~ ~ny ryhiloso,h-

iCp1 tr"'ining i8 plso sip;-ificr-nt. C~bd r-l-1Jp:"1Td:ibn B~drs hp,d, mer-n

while, nrovided his re'ders with wh-t he considered to be the books 

which ~ny splpfY S1'101110 use. His ref'e:r'ence to ]'l'I'filikf thinkers is und

erst~ndpble. Eis use of sCho--rshiry from other schools does not denote 

of pny inconsistencv on his -ry- rt: ~ll these ~' .. lthors ~re, p,ccordinr.; to 

him, truü:.ful to the tr- di tion 0'" the Comppoions,ôf the Prophet rnd 

their Fol10ryers. This rem~ins his y-~dstick pnd little does h~ indic-

.., te the p.VTr :!"0ness th- t the v-riol1s schools h..,d ref'le cted, in the i:, ovm 

time, socü'l ~ncl ide-logic~l c'lnf'licts of .... nv im'Jort~nce. Whptever tr.eir 

T)eriod rnd wh- tever the con troveT'8 ies which bro'1gh t t~1e>:l ~bout, the 

works "Thich :ret-in his pttention shere in common tr.eir strict liter,~l

ism, the view th-t the ""Jeriod of the S'l~f w:-s rn im,ort~nt one in Isl

pm, p tendcnC~T tow-rds leg~lism ~nct the contention thr-t the mess..,ge of' 

Isll'~ yrr-s - totp-l one. Amont! the l',!'Plikïs -,r" to be mentioned: ibn CXshir 

rnd .l-].i8 ",l_~rurshid pl-mu CIn on AshC.prr theo: 0f!:!n r:g..,inst :~ystic"l Bro-

thr-rhood, ibn Zl?rrua's (died in 1493) r'l-~p ~1~ phI r'll_bidce, (eee 

c. Brockelmp~, Geschichte ••• , SIl, 360 ; on Lew, ~l-Sh~tibï's I~i6rm 

"'nel Huwpfp,(lP"t, Sr-lJ.nün's l.rA.n~hi,jl ibn Ab'!" Z::-yd pl-0pyrFw?'n't"s work on 

?ioh (died in O~16, see S l, 301), pnd ibn IsJ:?~(l's ~,rukhtr'$pr (di .... d in 

1365, see SIl, 96). Eis reference to the works of' thr Neo-h~nbr'lis 

is r-n imT)o~t"',nt one: ibn -::''''ymiyr:'s Rp,sF)îl, his Hinhr,j, his Ehprl;J. 

pp'l';dîth rnc1. ~1is ?1'"1tF'.'Tn; ibn Q,pY,I.ri:'7l' s I Clpm, his IJ::-dari,j l'''nd his Ip;h-:;t}::pt 

~1-1..,hrf~n; <l-k~idi's Ibk~m (died in 1233, see S l, 678). On th sects, 

Sh~wk~'1ï' s r:l-:Jurr ::>l-nr ld r-nd r-l-IîrPf fi m!"dhhrb !'>l-spl~f (1173-1250, 

see SIl, 818 ; ibn ~~~h~b's Fn~l lm ~l-s~lpf (died in 1393, sep SIl, 

129); ~l-::iqb:'"'l'!"'s rl_ ëAl!'>T"1 f'l-sh~mib {di-d in 1696, see SIl, 562}, 

w'ilich ~. ~iQ.n re-edited in 1913; ~l-Q,usha.yr1:' R 3.iRPlR f'g!"inst the ~'.::vst

ics (986-1021, see S l, 770). Snr6i~1 ~tten ion TI~S ~iven to ibn ~nzm's 

"~ubrll~ ~nr1 to his Ibk~m ps weIl "s to ibn ~ushd's Bid~~t ~1-~~1..l,jt~hid 

(died in 1198, see S l, 836) ~or the leg-l imT)licrtionR of thri~ ren~

"'ct ive lit e:--' ism ~ncl unit -:",i ~niR~. A'11onp; the exe~etes, tr.'ê! fol' ow:np: 

Viere ~ecornmonr:ed: ibn ::~th1:r (died in 1373, see SIl, 48); pl_Z r m,..kh_ 

shFrt's ~l-~rshsh~f (lC75-1144, see S l, 507); :'"'l-T~brrr (839-932, see 

S l, 14~); -l-~uyntï -!1d Abü !"1-??<1-~':l!1 ~1-~F7ï (d1"d in 1233, se2 S 

I, 735); Abu Jir;r?'n (1~56-1345, see SIl, 135). J:.ls~ 'Jr-i"ed we""e 

ibn ~-,j=r (di~d in 1405 1 see SIl, 82), ~l-~lw~ynr (died in 1085, see 

S l, 671); -l-~ir~idhï \dird in 892, s~~ S l, 267); !"1-Ghf'7zFlr (di~d 

in 1111, sec S l, 744); ibn K!1-1dün (13~~.-1144, see S II, 342) -nd 

Dp.W'ï-l ibn CAli ib!1 Yh-l-f' (di"'d in 884, see S l, 312). See -:!.-S;~ihTb, 

Se~ ~~ber 1'32, p. 504, J'..lne-July 1138, 'O. 187, ~ncl :.:-,1~lis::-:;-'On-,:-· 

53-54. ("bd -l-rr"7lI: ib,,: ~.:,!? r .. ,rl sO~Jght to identify "'it:'1 t!:'" ~r:,ve:rr\

l''nt 0: '7'~fo:--~;i:,,~ 71:-_ic:-:' swe'Jt .rT =:, i::" 1--:-1s: "f~ i-wt -l_Cul-:;t;-) hi -1-

ii:!.~ "l-isl~~ n~dd irt-~f'cp min mi~r""~ ~rrblus WP ~l- -zF51-:- 'ur-- ..,1-

":,,rr-'r-.rib "'1--~6~ ••• (see :'""-S',i~"~, A~"'i1 19313, ~. 5 • Thi~ ~")Vr>:"10r:t 

Tr-'·,;-T ... ";c'''' 'O"'O'lt"l'~-+~ "';-'" ... r.,vl'v-l oç' ...... ~ "tl<>11'-", "",r(' s",ç:·n ~'r l'yf'"'J",r-,.r" 
\ ... .o p"-' ., .o. _ • • .- _. F ~ ... 'toi ''' .. _ r:: . • ... 6o.... •• .}.- '" -..' .... ,,- - .' .... ..., ~ 

o~ -l-:'~~r:~~:.T C:'>:l~ ~o fr~Iiti~n (se·e ~~-,;::"lis ... , 'J. 21)). It ste-y-r.rj f~c~ 

'':1'" :,eÇ'')~::; 'J~ :!'.e ~~us::'i-s -!1~1 t::-. n re!1o~l·ti"n 07 ",:~~i- scin;'C0~. 
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An Islp:r'lic Ethic Tor Alr"e"l"ip 

Refor-'n.ism he.d me!"nt, for 'pbd :->l-~I:->mîd ibn B:'ïd!"s pnd his folJ.o~'"ers, 

the uurific:"?tion of :r-eligion, the reh"bilit~tion of the CUl::-:r'l~') P?ld. 

the renov~tion of the Isl~mic sciences. It "Iso imrylied th"..,t the eth-

ics of the l~slims bec0me re-inst~ted in Alge~ie. Thp m0rrlity of 

yeste~y0~rs hid existrd no lon~er. Algeriens regressed to th~ stpte of 

J~hilIyvr 1·,~:ence instinctive pnd irrrtion::-:lbehpviour ryredomin!"lted 

pmongst men. cp.bd r>l-Jjpmid ibn B~dïs 8.ssigned hi~self the prdl.louS 

tpsk of rescuiIig . his '1"ople from eternil d"'mn~,tion. Eis repdinr:s 

into the Scri'1~ures oT I:-ol-;-r.1 ~nd into th" li-~e stories o.&' the Pro'1h-

et, his C0M'1-nions "'nd thei- Followe-s '1rovided him with the ethicpl 

nnrrns TI~ich c~uld sec~re in his view the ~utu:r'e '1rosuerity of his 

28 
cOl.mtry • 

28. One o~ ~ho -i~s 'Ir the ~-0'1h0~ ~~~r-~rd ~-d been, rccordinf to 

'-bd il-~::..,~rd ibn 3~dI's -:h~ cr",~':ion ",r r"' :"10--1 co""'_"":uni'::'!. !S:!.~;i enri

erl ill .iT-:-tific~':ion for iT1")rriit'.' in ('~i",tor". ;~-:1 .,,~':' r'Ü',Pr;. ":-11.e 

~'.r.~-,.c..., _1~' l'~"~o J-nu~""v 1'30 .... 30 ....,~-v·ol'o,l -'- t-"''; f';n-l n ... ~(: 
-..I ... ~.' • ....... -..." . .... , " ~ .... ,'. -_,;.1_ ............ 1 .- ....... ~~ ~_.L-

ic~:ion of -::i-:< be:-:avicur. ··u>.-r.r:-d h~d s-i-;: "!r;.n-:"."\- bu'i":-h':.lJ li 

u':-""'.!ni"'- :,,:~k~ri:": -l--}r":-:l~~". ',~:', ~-r:; "'nd. wer!. ...,it:~ r~tiQn!"l::' f~~:Jl+,ir:s 
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(~bd ~1-::~T'1ïd ibn BP"dTs's contention th~t this life ?nd t'(-;.e rfter-. 
lif'e conlc! not be sen~rrted h~d ~i;~cd At o,er~ting the reintegrr:-tion 

the vrlues rbout sniri t ~:-d l"1r>tter Y1hich the Ey~tic;::>l Brotherhoods 

con t inued ta u")hold in Alr:eri~. It Y1" S be inr: m.,~de in the yr..,kc of 

undeni~ble dec~dence ~it~in the coun~ry. 
c: ?bd 81-Hpmïd ibn EndTs 

h~.d soup;ht to reforr:1U18te the existinR conce....,t of good \'Torks in 

ter"!'ls of t~le ch'" .r:ing AIl":e:-:-ir>!1 society. Eis hsd come closest to th'"' 

(t~C;"ooul, tafpkkur) F'nd l"1orplit~, (rk::Ü;-O). r-l-Shih~, HOv"' ........ be:- 1932, 

"). 5 n9, cl)ntended: "k"'m~ 0:;1;" ba.cc! rl-s-1rf k~~lpap ~ll~~l ..,l-m'-'l;-")nr> 

~'loul ~n b il;) s:u.,bw- VIn kh~ lr al'). r-l-b-hr -:>tm bilr cuaül i'!::> k~_r-lr 08 ibn 

'?5d~"'1 w~ ::-rkk~b~ fT-.i .-,1_(::>01 vrP :->l-sl-:.phvr..., f~m:-,n r.:h~lr!Jr> c-oluhu sh~h·.·T-_ 

t...,h·, ilt-J;v"or> bi ...,l-mr>l~j"!kn VTn ;nrn eh..,l!"bpt sh-hw",t'Jf1'l t...,al..,hu ilt::l.U:.!:!..:, 

bi ~l-b"'~",,;)'!""! Wro li h~dh..., oilr fT ...,dd ...,l-"!'luJ'üwwP r>nn~hp rëh-lb-t rl_r.rrn 

li ~1-8h~hw~ w~ o?lr ...,l_f'uoFlh:S f'i b""ddihi hiy~ isti m?"'l m~ y""j"!'l...,l ...,1-

Crbd' '. Crbd ~1-F.~.""1Ï(1 ibn B-;:"'dl.s could r.' o~e the "1oet !::-:"Tl-d Sh~wnr in 

~he v~~se: "Inn~mf'l li· "'l-TJmrM "'l .. ~khl;-(1 ~ br-aiy~t f'; ~n hu.1!1 dh~:--:·b..,t 

rk::l~n :-:U"1 r·h~·hr-bü" ... he A!':socir-:ion of Alr:e-,..i-!1 CUl::::!";:> conc~ived c~ 

1.'t~e'~ ~~ r-~l'n~ to ~e~o~~ ·he ~~ 1.'CS of' Al~or1.-~ (sop Siiil ~~ 

69:7Ô): ~', -':a' hi~p j~~Ci'.,v~· tTi~~';;;r dL'1i~;~':'t"'hd;-.'ïb'ï';:vp. ' •• ' ;:. "h;" ;o:e 

of' ·~.he CTjJ_~~ë") (~l-lrdhin~ v~nü."':1un~ C~l'-' t· ?'biyrt -l-um."1~ Y''' t~fld:.ïb 

"'k~l~~ih~) could the~ef'o~e not be r-n insi~nific-nt one. Se~ ~l-S~ih~, 

Octr,ber 1938, 'O. 84. C:->bd ~l-~1!~Id ibn :;r::;-dïs's CO::l-"'nt:-~" of :'he S~~i"):

u!'es 07 r-.l?=""'1 ~nd the li7e st~~ir S 07 tht; ?:"o"1h':!t, !-~i2 CO"":î .... ,ions "'nd 

:h':!i-:- Fol:'o77"'-:-'s wo'l.ld '1-:-oviG"', !"'.e w')1l1à àe!'1'lnst-:-~te, '.h e·::ic'·l n()~....,s 

~7'~ich wJu1à secuY'e "1, s...,e:"i'!:,:r to the Al,-"'''i' ns. 
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itself in P~l7eTir>. The mer>ns tow'-'rds Rchieving s~lvption ?nd secur-

ing ~prRdise should be sought on this earth. The mptters of the soul 

were not dissoc ir>ted f:.-om th-:>se of the body. CR.bd Rl-l}a.mrd ibn BP"dïs 

h~d understood the et[ücs of Islnm to estpblish the norme.l relrtions 

between worldly ~ctivities r>nd otherwo~ldly psryi~~tions. He pttributed 

the desinteKrr>tion of his society to the successful negr>tion o~ this 

29 

fund~mentpl ryrinci'1le by the ].}~vsticr>l Brothprhoods • 

29. c a.bd pl-Hamïd ibn B;""dYs wrote, in pl-Shih~, 27 Sp.'1tember 1926, 

p. 2: "pl-düniy~ .i isrun li ~l-~irp f"'mpn ca.z~mpt pCm~luhu f'!: Rl

duniy~ fe:ze C::ind~ r!:lbbihi w? lpysR rl-tib-;;dR IDPhsi'irR bpynR ruküCin 

WR su:üd WP tasb"I b~l R pn hi R Rl-sRÇy Wp ?l-<:pmpl wa Rl-kif~ ". 

This different inter~ret..,tion of the root the C,ur pn srys: "Wa 

r~bbr li tubC.a.thünp Wr? li tunRbba)lina bim? -r:;mil tum" #'md "Wr- li 

kullin dé.raj.:;tun mimmpn C.amilü" Rnd "Inna atl?ha ypclr>mu ghPyba ::,1-

sRmpw~ti WP el-R.rdi we pllphu bas'irun bimp te malun") indic ~ ted thRt 

the world hpd been seen R.S endowéd to mpn. Connnenting on the Tr2di tion: 

, 'Yir fa~imp i 'm:--l'i Wp IP" t?tnkpllemï fa innl" 11r u&fuanï Snkï min allah 

sh.ny'léln", he wrote: "C.ala Rl-mAr') Rn y:->abaln nil.':PID nllah w~ yaabal 

<nleyha iobal ?l-mustaCzim lpha r>l-tprif bi haaaiha wa Ca.zl'm al-fe41 

biha li yr>guma bi shukrih? wa dhikr allah cindahp wa, li yashkur ?,llM 

tRl~:Whp bi al-aalb WR Rl-lisR'n wa al-a,rkan", see lbd[lis ••• , 'Op. 194-

195. The Myntical Brotl1f~ri1oods ta'lght thRt salvat16n .. could be assured 

wi tilout res'Oonsibili ty (wa yazCamiTnél anna, a,ba :lal1um dalllPnü Iphum al

i?nna ;:>.nd inn?, aCda') p.l-ta,r~ga yRdkhuluna al-.1anna bile hisab wa Ip. 

iaab, sce al-Shihàb, 17 MPrch 1927, n. 9, And Se'Otember 1938, ~. 50). 

Gad h?d been ex..,lic i t: "Fp. intaziru innr IDpcRkum min pl-muntaz irIn' , , 

p1-Shih~, A'Oril 1930, 'O. 147. '?bd el-Hpmïd ibn ~pdïs 1ik~wisè div

ided IDP:":kind inta four grouns: "~u"lmin'?khr>dh:-> bi ::>l-psb1fb pl-duniy~

wi:yyp fp, hadh~ saCXd fT ::>l-duniyp WP. pl-P'khir)'" WP. dphrr t)"'rpkr V"·hR 

fp hrdh, sh~op rfhimp Wp mu'min t~r~k~ li pl-~sbr.b fr> h~dhp shr-ar> fr 

p1-duni ~ Wp v:->n Ü bp p ~l-mu pkhpdh)'" lp pl-t~rk fï ~l-~r.irn WP 

dp.nr1 ~k! ... ~·dh~ bi p1-f'lsb:>b ~l-dunivPvl1yyr> fr- h?'dhp r1: r>l-d'Jniy~ sp Td 
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'abd éll-I§emld ibn BP'd'ïs hpd eehoed the norms of the rising trCl,d-

ers elpss of A1~'eri~ when he ealled for hprd work, honesty FI,nd "Oers-

everenee. The pursuit of money had plso been valued. It mepsured the 

extent to V/hieh plI the morpl vplues whieh go into p,equiring wepl th 

hpd been a.ehieved. On the eontrary, Doverty WAS the result of IFzin-

ess and ignorpnee of the divine "'rinei-PClls of life. cp-bd pl-Hpmïd 

ibn B~dYs hrd eplled for the sprne moderption in earthly mptters as 

would be sought in the mptters eoncer~ing the Bfter-world. Cooperption 

stemmed from the uni ty of "Ournose pnd ps"')irrtion of the eOlTulluni ty. 

InrJsmueh ps th""' All!e"ipns weC'e disunited in their beliefs, thev eould 

not work togeth~r in order to i~prove themselves. This np.w code of 

ethies re~leeted the em~rp'enee of indigenous cppitplis~ in Algeri~. 

CAbd pl-~pmîd ibn B~'rs extendeè the ethiepl norms of rn insignif4e~nt 

e 1~ sn of .t.l reri-ns t 0 the whol", eom'TIuni ty. He hpd invi ted every ?,~usl i!'!1 

wn y~kÜnu rr pl-~irr> "!lin pl-h~lik!n", see Ur,jnis ••• , pn. 66-1j7. 
Ee hpd pssiPTlp.d the Assoei~tion 04" Alr-e~'ipn cUl-r.1r> th~ t.,sk of i":'!")le~
enting the v ... lues of the first p;rou-p to t::-,t:> otr:eC's when h n ")r')c'!.~ i!!l~d: 
"m.,bdr''''unp fT pl-isl'Fb -1-d'Ir:I wa :>1-d·:niy ... wI", see :-:1-3:: ,}:~b, J"pn
u-ry 1929, D. '1. 
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to DPrtake in the ter.1norpl reconstruction of AlgeJ'ia .• As soon P..S 

they would, the seeds of misbelief would disaupepr from this IFnd 

30 
forever • 

30. (·a.bd pl-Hp.mfd ibn Bfid'fs blpmed his countrymen for hr>ving 50 

long neglectéd their mpteripl welf~re. I,., pl-Shihëb, Mpy 1931, p. 399, 

he wrote: "Al-rag!' pl- Caal!, murtf'lbj t kuÏla pl-irtib~t bi A.l-rpaT 

Al-mP'd'ï". Ee invited them, therefore, to c'ter to their mpteripl 

needs. Under his influence, p..ssociptions were formed pnd newsuaUers 

founded which p.imed a.t, urecisely, Allevi~ting the depressed st~te 

of the Aln:erian econorny: in pl-Shih?b, Mr->y 1931, pp. 314-315, in 

, 'p.l-F::>qr mn~dpr pl-shurur WP. p.l-bplpyp", he st..,ted: "wn dh~ikp 

bi pn yat~.wa.ssa1ü bi ku11 was'ï1p. fi" rp.dd dhrlika. al-khptpr SiW8 

k a: b' t j 'C"' • C-.r: -t . ;;c- t ht . h -f 1 1 dh' , . f 
pna. 1 P. S..LS .lpm ..LVYP.. Sl.nB 1yya. P P 1S rH P.. - r 1np. yr>. r1 np 

mP' yuwP.:.i ih p..l-is1'Pm WP bi i1fP't an?pr r.>l-C.p.:rifïn Fl.l-munadi11.n cpn I=Ü-' 

buauo pl-i.itimperyya. WP a.l-iatisadTyya. WB pl-sinpqyyav f208t''. AB 

a result, al-Bprg wps founded in Constpntine ps a socip.l, cultur::>l, 

~oliticrl pnd economic newspp''1er; its moto wps "khidm:-t ~Ü-wé'tpn 

wp pl-m~ 1::'0 P 21-~rmnB wa. istitbm'Pr pl-mPl"{see F'l-ShihRb, 101J1PTCh 

1927, p. 17 • In the district of Orpn, pl-JpmCYyyp pl-Khr>yrTyvp., which 

WHS f~unded rfter the Gre~t Depres2ion, hrd two objectives: to oner

~te thr.. m~teT"ipl pnd cultur:-1 reform of its own environ."Tlent (see r-l

Shihr.b, Sente~ber 1932, n. 462). In Const,ntine, ~l_JpmCryyp pl-Wpdp

ëïr--:,rya. li ~l-Tuj.Fir WP Af}h!ib pl_?,Jp'C.~mil r-l-~.~uslim!'n would pct to nrô!!l

ote the ec~no~ic, l~R~l ~nd nolitic~l interests of its me~bers (see 

pl-Shih:::O, ?rr-y 1935, '..,. 196). In Skikdp, rt the onenine of n~dr pl

CA."1'1:--1, cpbd "l-::~:,:rd ibn B;-di"s ~ddre ssed i ts mr.mbersDi" on Isl~.,." ~nd 

w~rk in w~"..ic1: he rp-ite::-:-ted ~he vie." tr.., t the ~.1uslims h:-d been entr

usted. wit!1 t!:e world; of the pssoci~tion he sr:id: "li y-kun~ rF)id1.lfln 

~l_Cr';'1~l ~l-r.1~bnT C~lp f'll-sida Wr: r,l-tr-ci.biyp w~ ~l-!!lusr,:~w~r~ ••• ( (, see 

~ l-Shih~, ~:-y 1936, n. 165. -:'he ec n~ ic p-thic w}: icl': c ~ lIed l'or su:: t

~in~d ~ccu~ulrtion oç w~~lth by ~~~.'S ~l' h~n~~t 'n~ hr:;d wo-k w~s, nbv

ViO~lSlv, n0t beinl7 dis:-,oci~ted f::-o!Yl t!:e ::-r?' ir:i~1.ls ethic. C~bd ~ J._::c ::-;11 

ibn :!3~~l!s s:.-ted, in ~.~:-.i-::;lis ... , "J. 475: "Buniy~ h~dh~ rl-k"wn r>i_ 
d:l)1iv~ ... r'I C~lr> pn y'ob'rin fTI'i ~l-kh~y!' bi -l-shr-rr ':Ir ~r. yrtt~sil..:-:. 

~~ ~n v"'s!:t~bih~ w.." ~n yup.Yta bi ..,l-ins~[l ~in .1~r.1Te ;H~-ti:!Ü f~ t~k:;-n 

~C::1::"J.u~:u -l-k:- sb-ryy~ fr ~·l-b.-y- t mllkt ~n ifF b i:- i~' ct:- '5irr b'·'n~:-;'l.r.1r 

"'-'n',,:'jf"~ bi ;}:rc:i::im- w.., l~ bu-:'::- d!';.":':J.ik- ~i!1 o..,d" "l'?!! w.., ,,:in ::;'l!1~nL:i 

"'l_t::;~.., fI h-:::::nr> "'l_C~l"'': -l-i!1s::".'!". ':':-,i~ "'losi 'i"':: i'" ::-roY::ini~c~;:t 

.~l' '::-,' t ":7>ic::: '.:. ',V· .... bt:>:; '1~-:r-':r-~,,:,-:, in :':-,0 ?:;ot<:,:-':"';;t =4.~',ic -n ':::0 S"'ir-

i-: o.t' C,.,it- 1 is:':'l, =~e>r "!o::--k, 1~55, 0'" L'.l'::--.r-:'s c-nco'':.i'Jn~.l' t:,' c' ir,r-. 
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the Al~eri~ns PB individupls. ~he thesis thrt s~lv~tion could be 

n.chieved by the gronn, thesi~ W~iC!l :':yst iC"1 BTotherhooà. h~d cert-

r:inly roire,:" in .Alr:e~·ir>, wr-s beinp: re.j-cted fo:,,' th,..t wDir:h "ut the 

anus of resn~nsibi]ity ~or s~lv-tion on e,..ch sin~l~ '~slim. 

~p.m'Id ib:l :g:;;c1ïs h,.,cl !'llso indic,-.ted thrt the ethics of I.'31~T'l we"'e 

p'lste'l"e "nd r-sceticpl. '::'hc> .joys of' the wo:,ld vrere those which the 

fr'lct if ic,-.t ion o~ thr. wo:r-ld '!Jrovided. Inr-.smuch p s thr> dec l ine of' th·:; 

1·us li"":'s h~d ::'esulted fro""l the cUr'lUlr-tive misbelief of its i'1dividual 

?i1e~bers, so l'Tonld the i:- revival s't·em. fram' the resnonsibili ty 7;hicJ.1 

31 

31. In "rl-~,~or "'1-f~;ç.r w- ;"ci ~1_j!"'m::;-C.p '-yyphum- ,-.sb',n' " in -1-
Shih~, .run~ 1930, p. 310, C-bd :-l-~::l!!1ïd. ibn ~r1Ts rsked: "innr -1-
t~"'ik:--, :ïund:--.u -l-o,...èr..., ~~hb,tr ,i'ldTh ~l_-l'ikr~ .."1-~f1;-tünïV',:- ~nn:
::-nT "'1-.i:-!~C; "'1~ll1:-d,lr!",! L-1- roP,nT ~1_-l'~:,è. w:- ;.1-t,.. .... Ü::-:, ::3l:Glrnï_-=.1-
t ... ,1rïb'I sh~h:-d:- c-1,... i ~1- s h'::'dhi:-,i ~ 1-fikr~ ',7!'l nd;rn!1 1 i dh~ ikr ~5. 
Kr.in" c"'n ,j-1b :-l-d:-V:;jn -l-k~thïr:- b'l JL':...s-bn- -nn'" r,..r.l. :-1_,1-~C:-
~11n'''''~7 'hl' .,..~O .... l -1_~~"'r! ... - ...",f:-""·n"l.·f ÇI"'V~'l'" ." ..... l.."" ·,,"s l'n ~'-,.,..~ ... .,....1 '.1 _ • _ ~ "f ....., f" . \ J , r ..... ...........J l' .. .:;.. _ .-. 1 

cont:-s~. wit:, ':?:e st-nri. of-H'!sticri 3:l)t!-:~:[.l')od on ",~" i'='c~ur.. :-l-~~s:-.ï"" 
~l-I':J:~!-'.ï:r:;!" in S:iJJ1 ••• , '"l. 32, indic, .... p.o ",r.,t :::::" "\~·~c~.i~,., 1): exr.f)~-:
'J.~:i<: .. .t:",i')n, .... ~nn,.. -::r_'-, ~-~!n""s, s:"':-:*",Yr!r: ::-:71 :i~tl- ",:'-.~·.r -~c(:)~:-r:- 4-~:~.n i~"::''''

ir;*lr"\l's w~-~:s. ;:.lso, t::~ d~.~wr. o~ ':::0 ~~~.Y~:·.ics ' . .,I-~ ~--~~: .. Lr:~' *;t1', . . >~ 
'"'!'l-"l7r,!r~ ~(~i~' , "'cC'J~r:i!"l~ "",') L,:-.. '" "'~r,~-~-""is",s, Isl~"" ~;~. er3 .t"~~. V"I' ...... ·....,r. 
c:- ~-~:·.lr.~ ··· ... ~k ···!:i~:" ~~:e ~""·--~ic"'J 3-()~::C)""'}-_')()~S n:--.. ,i,:"ir. r ':1 ~!:0i~ ~J-~,,:,,···r."''';: 

~1 "1,...,_.t"-:-'I:-~, t:"'.'"' :.J.:rid;"1 .... , 1i~ :1"';": r':1.:-~'" _r.~, :)~·-~J;ar: .. _. ~~ ..... ,...-!. 'b".i.~ ..... i ... -."î~_ ... " 
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The Sociology of Isl~m 

The ethics of Isl~m were directed tow?rds the improvement of 

individual man. The sociology of Islpffi ~.imed a.t restinF, society 

on the founde.tions which religion ordà.inèd. In Algeria, the mis-

belief of the people m?de them reject the totality of the decrees 

of the Sha.rrCa. The h~rmonious society which the Com'PElnions of the 

Prophet end their Followers hl'ld este.blished ws.S being re"9l~.ced by 

obedience on the p?rt of the membèrs:pJld fear from their spiritual 
leaders. The ethics of Algerien reformism were purit?nicR~ as weIl. 
cabd el'::Hem1"d ibn Bë:dls, whose contacts with the Ibë:dls had become 
proverblàl in Algeria, often g?ve this communi ty in éxemple to his 
fellow Sunnï's. It she.ll be rem~rked th~t his own puri tanism remein
ed unlike the asceticism of m?JlY mystics. His W8.S the thriftiness 
which charecterlzed the new merohMt oless of Algeria .• In ")[ii'dhe. 
kh~yr min al_mal", in el-ShihPb, 30 August 1926, p. l, he frowned 
upon the misuse and abuse whioh many Algerlans DlBde of their weplth. 
Their prodigality invpripbly 1ed tow~rds sin. His puritrnism wps 
fer better exnresseà in his oomments over pn evening which the Ev
olués of Const)!:'ntine h)!:'d o:-g)!:'nized in which Western d"'ncing hr>d 
tp-ken "91ece. cabd )!:'1-~pm1d ibn BRdrs dispp 1roved in these words pb
out this kind of entert~inment: "f kull umm in)!:'r f t n~'w 
mIr k hi r ~blc t kul1 m)!:'d~nY fp hi a l~ r d shibr 
min indithRr m di w. fu d- u tih see e1-Shih~, September 
1931, p. 574 ". pbd e1-~pmïd ibn BPars h~d been weIl ~w~re of 
the consequences of urb~nizption and westernizetion on ais country
men. Both these pr')cesses s""'fected the people from the countrysirle 
W:10 were attraoted by city-llf'e ~nd the people from the cities w.:o 
were pttrpoted by the 11fe of thp. Settlers ln WaYS whioa .ere often 
tr:",gio. It ls interesting thR.t it p.1wpys beoome th:"1t frctlon W!lOSe 
raots in the p~~t were st~ongest and best "9~~served thpt uncovers 
the outw?rd fentures o~ tr~nsition pnd denounces them as lepst ed
eqll . ..,te and most ephem"'Tal to a.'1y sooiety. 
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~ st~te of soci~l tenf:ion rn· soci~l division. ~"'bd ~l_.r.1.:-mTd ibn 

B;:'-dïs hrd inclicrted, ~'".lonR: others, t:!~p sect~Y'ü' division of Alg-

• 'C' 1 h' f' ' 
erl." •. ,e :" sa S ower. concern ,.,.. the Evolur:;s who grew enstr r nf1:eè. 

32 

32 • .'he sect",~i~n nivi:=ïion 0'" Alr:p-i:- into ?~:v!';t.ic.-,l 3ro':fH"rfloorJs, 

m--:::!.ik1S, }rnr-t'ïs ~nn Ib?'rlI's cich rpsisti::r: U'~it·r ···itf~ th~ 0thp-s, 

h~s been conside~ed ~lre:dv. Th~ ~robln~s ~ose· by th- Evolu~s -nd 

bu th~ B"'rbe!'onhone Alp"F'~i~ns '7lil1 rec~.iere '1t:>rtin r nt ":rertrrv·nt in 

t.he "'O'.JOi'rinrr chr '1te-. ','hese divisive forces ~s weIl roB th')se '.'lhic!î 

',7il' be ~o'Jc~~d unon in ":his '1~r~p:rrnh h~d been denl 'T'pd 0" l'ibd :-1-

:.T i é'1rd ibn :a~r1ïs. Co~mAnti!1.p' on t}y T""-è.iti'm: "?~i:,hl rl-~u'rr1inïn 

ri" ":~'7l~dduè.i'ri;>'1 w~ t~r;J:1i~ihim w~ t~C~ttufF,im k~ :'1ithl il-.j's~d i1-

77-~i(~ idh- iS:'lt-k~ rr1i!'1hn Cudü tr->d~C.~il:-yhi s?:lir - -.j-s~d bi il-~'h!'i 

,y- !"l-lj1t'Tl.""!r:", h n s .... ~teè.: "s.-,l;"b. ~l_"'!llit-:'1~C rr1Uni· ... t~~ hi srl~b. -frNJ,

i:~i (sne ~l-S!:.i~""b, ~rove~,bpr 1933, "1.475) ••• W:"l S:,l~b. -l-f'!'Q. bi il

-c::::n='-)ld ~l-:;innr> 71~ "1--k:1l1'lCl rl-"'P'(;il:- w- inn"'~~ y-kün~ni hi 9icp'"'~ 

"l_Cïl"": .,"i- sip};.rt -l-i!'~Q.~ f~ idh:" ~-liC" rl-f~rQ. h~rlh~ !"1-§:-1~1;:. §-~.i:;' 

.:1..:-j-s-d kullu:m y-·.i!'j.Y~ni ..,1- ..,"d~ kull!"h- .&"ï -l-aG!iiOl f'l-"!'!uS:~(1ï'Tlr 

w~ idh,.. f-s~d- -l-~-rd min n~.!;..iyrt ~l_trnd r->'."i n~j;.iyrt 'l_/':};rlr ~V1 

n~;çi'T~t ~l-t'tl"'"1 ~w n~hiv~t il-ir~d~ .&"~sr>d~ ~l-,l~s,..d -r:;' .i~:--t r:c:'1~l ~2-

,i""';'~'ji:; t~lr' "'h~'.'~ wr,ih -1-9"d~d", see '.:r,j!'1.is ••• , "j. 36. ·,Tn' '; ')r.e 

sr>r,;:1en .... ;.f' '.ht:> ,...,~ .. ·ml-tion 'd1d , ~0!1;pr111,..,~~t":', _<-rec:"'< ·,!-.r .,..,.,"'. C_· Gr; 

'l-;>"~ïd ib' 3~"!,s "'y:""'lre, t:>r! .... ::is ',riery i!! ve~se .&"0:-.... ,: ,,:r_~_ '1'<!.-~tl 

-l-h'lr:i',-::;-n ·!'7i':.'1-n :r!!1°;;"'!~hu i·-Lh- k'mt- ... ,- .... ::ï 77- -:'1-""1}:~ ,,<.,oi":", i:: 

-l-S::i:-.==O, 'r.~.r 1"3:!., '1. 399. ~~e ~,;'1l-: il:u~~~r-:e .,é':--.' -: 77--: ",,:c:!:,'. by 

t~:~ ~oci~~-,,.....r j: !sl~=--~ in ".:r~P .. -n ... •· ....... ,.·::t ')~ ~l,.,...~~~ "..V'\' 71 --.,...r. i:-. ~~"!i0···. 
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'h~ emergence of cl~ss distinctions, in Alre-i~, h~d resulted 

from the à.esi:1tegrption of tr-di tionr1 society which :9'rench co1anis-

ption c~used. ~he c1ps~ iè.entity reflected th r snccess of the Euro~-

epn dri~re into th,.- tr~di t. ionr1 econo'r.1y. '~hp c1::-ss identi ty ~lso 

indicr>ted thrt sodif'listic ide~2 hr>d f'ound T~Your",ble g"'nnds ~nd 

or:ies 01" soci-1isr.1 -no' com"'!unü~m wf'.ich ch~J1.e::r;ed +-.his fund~ment!"'l 

33. -1-3hE:~b, Au:-u" ... IJ~O, p. 443, ~"",o:u.ed ":hrt CO~"'HÜSr.1 w-s t,Ci be 

r.'l""~r>rl. It 6ver".lY .., .... "'!"'ched -t::leisr.1. In Alr:rt:>~ir, it~ snokesm-n Le 

'!''''ys-n I:;ëir.~ne, ''''11): i~hpd in A1r-ir.-R -+'t,.,.,.. 1133, w~?'. ~,"'e~li!1(l'-::;1J 

.. :~~ ~'7,) 'lo~, :;.~(~ clo:--e ties wit', ',~es-~l~ }]."'.jj ~;"l his .ro!~,()'.'T~~·s -nr; 

... ~ - in'ro1-r"-; i!î ".h"" '::'."~de-l.lnion "1oYe",;,o·r.t. "~bd ~l-:;~"'!ï(' ibtl 3~rjïs 

rrl":1.F'2 --l: ~"nr:tr~ ':hr-": t:'lerA wrs li':tle "l~ce .r') .... süc~ ~n ir!polor:y 

in :,lr"'o""i-. In - !ne-c:!: in /"l('1'i- rs 11 str>te(~: "i!'1nr ~1-is1r;" ... c,..,nè. 

i.i':i":'1:::;'-1 C:=-:-:; .r'!~:i }~ul- ..,;.- V<~lt~,"U i1'y:'-:i -1-ins7n .... '! ;';'11" n'·"'è:b.I 

C~v~tL'i", snI'" ..,l-~::P:':!"b, "-'!""b-:~ 1).'36, -:".3:=;7. ;)8ci-l i,,:';"3",i,.,., 

"',)1l~.'; r:ot be ';onio-l :1"' .... i!;more~i. '~!:r> i"1.,'1.0r~er:· _ ... 0n r;.r .;'l-:·.ir:~, or: 

~:1'? 0 ..... :-.. '"' ... ·: .... n r ;, ·,"7:)'.1:''-.: .-. ..... • ... n~ Dr: -~:':i~ .. l'?':! :'l~r ":.~ .. ::,... :--:'l~:--. '" ~!-.~ C~.'- ~~. 

::; ....... :r-~::. 7':":i~'-: 71P"P "!1-I~:-~ic. 

33 
• 
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in~lien,1Jility of th!? rie:ht for ownershi 1"') fiS th- 'TI~jor ~:rgnment 

",p:,inst thp ideo10gies of' soci<" ism fOnd com:munism which n~omoted 

f~rthest fron the tj·:tth r d the kno'Tl1~df.!e ~boll.t Is1~rr). Th!"! injust-

ho~ f~r the~e ~l~eri<,n~ h~d drifted pw~y from th~ tenmts of their 

wou1d sltrely renndy th n c1~s- divisi~n of A1r:e-ir. Soci~ty ~ou1d 

34 
rever~, ~s ~ rn~U].t, ta th r h~rmoni0us st~te in h~d once ~chieved 

34. Th" co .r'nnt",:",:, ·.· .. hi~h (.,bd -l-}~~"'1ïrl ih1'1 B-=-d.ïs m~de or ':he ~,re:-~0: 
"':1,., 1::: 7,~r.r-bil m-:::-1- -1-:'7"' ~,ï.., ••• t, h~d 1"'00 hi"fI'J ta contend ~.h~t -t:.h· 
.,..ir:--ht ta O·.7:1·""S~;i"') \7rS.r: spc .... nd on~: ".,-;;1 ~l-"l~r") k- r.i~-r-t T'lin 
b...,dpni'--:i 'il"" ~T1..ld.::::f'iC Crnhu k~m~ vud~f'ic t-n n~fsï-:i "ll~ bi~i riw';";'l 
...,(;n~1!.:~i.t'5 lry~ti""'.i f.., -l-"~/~l :":1~r.r:ïnr hi -l-nuf'üs fT -l_iCt,ib::::r 
.t'r: o-:",i~':'l f'1. r-1-n~:;;~ -,,::::-1:. è~f'i' ~:..-~~~ bi -y-"': l;;-.t'?,: ~l-!1'J.f''J.s k"':j
('1-ri~- "b'''!1<1T''''~ -"-n~bT fT (,!~'il1ihi f.., innr di""!~'~k'~!!'! '07- -:-:'~::::l-kJ'! 
;:;::-;c:;.~~~:"~-:'1'! C-1~yknT'\ b-r::-...,t', S0" '.f..,,i-.!.is •• :, '1. 123. :Th-'; "':hnn 
-0')11'" so~i~l iner: 1RJ.ity; L.hd -l-::~-.!,.; io'1 C)'-~I:; h-';' -' ":.-;i.··'Jtnr: it ta 
~ivin~ 7:i:~d.'J':, in ~1-S!:i:1~, Ju:y 1930, '1. 343. l:t in';i~·:'r;d 'r-.' t 
""!-n ::~r: o-'~"'d ~r.(~ 7l 'l:'S "lot. <"'l~;i~ t'l ·ho ")-;-:in-:-:c'-" or' :-.i-: ;' . i~i' >"":. 
'0 o·~~~--:·-~~ "!'1 •. :-.~ ~--riiti'ln: "Il1..'"' ,.. rl~ ~! "l-i"":~::-!": - .... rl~~-.r ~~'.' ... 
~,.., ::~ .. :: .. -"i·r:~ .,".- i~!h~ f~~ .... ~,..t ~r-s~~~- i" .... -:rl- ~~·: •. r:r -'l-,..,... .. b" • .. r.=: 

",7"·) ê: t i inn~ '-}.-~lk"'·1.1~~ -::'-"":~]k::~~_~'b _~ -: '-l-i::~~n :~ :.~,.'- ~. r~.,~.-.. J. ••• ". 
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Goel h~(1_:TOiTided his C'~.,..rtllres ,\.,it:h ecm.-,l oT'1ortunities. Those who 

were tJ'll~ believers u~osne~e~ .-,s ~ result '-'~d th0 misbeli~veTs were 

ch~sti"z.e~. (se~ pl-S!:ih::O~ July 1932, n. 346). ~~tl.1l~!li1{1' to the cl.-,ss 

stY'ug~l~, he dismissed it ~s t~e m-~~s tow~rds s~lving' the ~light 

of the 'Joor. 'qe h~d rpf'errëd those W~'èO S~')ght YTr-yS tOYl!"'?'ds bringing 

..,b"ut the, f"'ir distrib11tinn of "'erlth to the instit1J.~ion OT '7pkr.t. It 

h~d been reve'-'led to !1r':: -orecisely in orde-r th..,t the "'8'"'1 th--'Ofth8 

rich never exceed the n')r~!"'l (se~ ~l-Shih~b, July 1932, u. 416). The 

Q.u:,-:)~n h~d he not s.-,id: l' Inn!"'m" ~l-spdp(1pt li rl-fuo"'rP-'> WP pl-mps';:ïkïn 

Vl'" pl-c pr.1illn c~l...,yhl? wp pl-mu7~11""f; au1übuhum vr.., fï pl-ria~bi WP ..,1-

r:h..,rirnïnp vr f'ï s,-bD ..,ll~ "r.-, ibn '-'l-s.-,ûD. f..,rid..,tr>n !:'lin ..,11-;;h Vlr' 11P'h 

l:"'lîfY!un h.-,kIrn". ';'he noor W8rp Po test which God s8nt the rich. Coon-

er~ t ion :T'1onp; the Beli"'yers, .., t the s·"'''l1e t iY"J.e, imnr:1ved th- Int of 

evervone (ser: ~l-Shi'hPb, July 1931, 'J. 429). The ",ords i,i-:'imr:;-C r-nd 

ird: i?~d '-'8:-::-e used intprT'el..- to.rlly, in .::,l-ShihPb, July 1932, -o. 363. 

:.1h..,t of' the socir·lif)Y"J. of the COl7l'1..,nion of the Pro"1rret, Abu :Jh~rr? 

<."..,bd r>l-l.:i->T1ïd ibn B~dIs h,,-,d obviouRly ben.:1 ''''':l''':~e of th8 c'Jn:-;ribution 

OT thü) ~·.rus1ifl1 historie!"l fipu'~e to the thesis OT soci~lism. ::e h..,d 

eO:.'1"l1ended Abü :Qh..,rr for his gre~t -'ipty, in ..-l-Sl'li21.~, July 1935, '9. 

211. Over his econo~ic doctrines, he bl...,med th~m ta be si:1gu1 pr ta 

s~y the lr.r-st (sh:;dha). CantY'!"'sted to Abü Dh~rr w:::s the C~ii:)li CUthm"n 

whase moo.e~('r-t ion (iot i!?pd) w~ s highly '1r.., ised by Cr' ;')d !" l-I.I!"-~I~- i br.. 

J3~(Hs in ..,1-8hin.~, Am"il 1(135, n. 15. Whpt h~C_ thr.n cpused the not.ion 

of cl~s:: strurp;le ta f'i:1d it~ w~y inta AlgeT'ir-n society? c..,bd -l-~"r.:tïd 

ibn 3~r;ï::; ble!!1ed it not so much on eytern~l ideo18[';ies ps on the l..,ek 

of Isl'-'~ic resry~nsibi1i~u on th n"'rt ~~ thp Al~e~i~n~ themse1ves. In 

~l-Shih~b, July 1932, p. 346, he ~ointed to the nr..,etice of nl1 thA 

eeon8~ic sins which r~li~ion ~!"'~ forbidden, usury, gr~b'in~! exn10it-

~ t io n of "'orke""s, th n()n-'1"'~rmen t of' th" zpk'::1. In the ~ .. ~~y L)35 issue, 

'1. 82, h'" d~'11ored the se:'..,.i shne ss of P!'1 ever P-T'''~' ter numbp"" of Al(1'

eri~ns ~:n re~r..,ined f'rom '1er~ormin~ ehp.,..ity t'TI-Td~ th needy. Alg

e1"'Ü"'n r~fo:,misT:'l would undou1;tedly reMedy thü, st~te 0'" ..-f~~ irs sn thrt, 

in the wo~ds of !'l-Sr.ih~b, J..,nu"ry 1930, p. 13: "~1-f~11~b. y-raï 

~!'P'Jr~,"hu -:,'.., rl_jl';niC sin-;:c!'t~hl1 w~ "'l-t;:"jir ~i,j;:;'r~·trhu f" t-~niy.:l 

"l-f'-rçl hiv~ n~};cj~t .,l-'J"'lTTl~". C"~bd ..,l-::..,,,,,,ïrl ibn 13~rlrs "'n" his foll

~v"rs h~~ cl!"imed suc~es~ in bri~~in~ ~~i8 view -~cross ta ~he Al~pT'

irns. O'1A inst r !1ce W'hA~e co'"\')er..,":i0n "nn eCf)nl)"'1~r we-'e ')re~ch~rJ_ w..-s in 

Ï:'0yli.." "'cc~rdir.r' to rl_Shih~, lT'Jv~""'ber 19~4, u. 552. It is signif

i~-~t to note ~h~t it i8 rm'Jn~ t:,.,nsiti~n-l hl~eti., th~t s~ch idern 

','roul'; ~i!1è ~-v'"\u'" ~f')!Otly. In 3e;r...,t, the si".l.il~r ider>s 0"" Sp:rli'i ~.u-::b 

(in !lis -J __ CAd?il~ !"'1-I,1ti"'l~Crvv!"' .t'! !"'l-Isl~, Cri!'o, 1)48) we-:--e si--:il

..,~~~,. rr1c'lTe:;~ed ~o ~he lo'.7er u"'b~n ...,i'ièl" cl.,ss 0"'" ~e--c::rnts, ":!"d~"s 

..... ;1r: c-... .-:ts~"I~ "ti:l0 r~~~i:::nd s~:ield~d f~or.1 t!"'~de-:lniJrlis"~ r-!1~; ~.fie otr-... eT 

is~s ";;-..i(!:·. 7TA~e bei!'1p. i~...,o:-ted .t'ro~ :::;u?'o~e. -:0 cl~~sif"v "::':3e i':c~s 

~nns~-~r'-':i":e, ~,ho-' ~ore, ~~""1l~ !'ln": b~ ~de~·J-:'e. r:":,-.. r-'" :."!'-:.' h--r~. ~."")'-)r:"--

"8 -:'~s': :,erc~,i')~n~r', in. ~h'--, J.ir:r.~. o~ ':t·.., "7l~-e !'-,:'i~'-~_ i-;n-s :--~r.l':' oy 
... ...,r> --:;-""-lJ~" ~n "'e"'~s ,,"'" L~r. ~":'~rl1·+1·")n,~i.,,, l--~pr" 0"'" ··r,-~ ..,"·1-'(1 • r-'r 
~ .. .... ~..J ' ;.:,. _. ,,;.... • J ,,1 ~ .L. ' _ ... .~. _. _ .7 v ... -,.~ ~ ... .., ~ , .... , ~ .• '. 

i:.1i~· t~~., ,..~ lp.'-s":., 'n ~·.·.~";~n~3;' r")~ -,~!~~i'Jn 7,::'4~ .. in ~-~i(:.:'~,. 30~r_ r:i~-_ 

~'l3is ~!1: ..... 0 ·'t!..,i~!1!;, !'1~'.:7i·_i~e, -:"A~·,r·r!t.~Ô "'ii~._)';-. '!'1.' r!") r·t '"~::0 ;i~r:: 

'J r- ,... r: ne 'J ~ '; - i cc'!. ,. s s ",v:'. i ~ ... , i ~ st?' .... , ;~ r-"'" ": :-.. ("". ...., ..... ,:. --:.: '; "', 0 ~ .. "r, ~"] --:') . ~' :-. 

"'c')":~-:t -- w--:- bni':~ -;':C'..,r':;"!1n·; ~,"r -:::i~"r .. , r.~_ .• ::-.'.'. On the Rssets 
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On the subject of the stl"tus of women in Algerir", 

ibn Bad~s hpd been, cert~inly, more conserv~tive ~nd less concerned. 

The issue WpS being r~ised by the Evolués who deplored the degr~d-

ption which Isl~m hrd imposed on their mothers ~nd sisters. ~~bd 91-

~~ïd ibn B?d~s SeW it necessary and ndvisable to refute these 

ch~rges in order to dissip~te ~ny criticism th~t women enjoyed B 

depressed plece in society, he retorted th~t ~ll of Algerien society 

wa.s in a st~te of depression. It would be sense1ess to expect women 

35 
to enjoy any other ste.tus • 

of this cl~ss, they \Vere in mov?bles ~nd immovpbles, thei!" capital 
servinr- to p~ohpse l~nd which Wps m:-de e.vpil!'bl~ to privt>te owner-
ship by the Senrtus Consulte of 1863 (see Ch-'?\. Ageron, Les Algérie;1s ••• ~ 
Pp. 797-837 with pp. 766-770 in p~rticulrr on the evolution of indig
enous l~nd ownership from 1890 till 1919). 

35. Both La voix des humbles, ed. S. Fp9i, from Orpn, ~nd Lp voix 
indigène, ed. R. Zen-ti, from Const~ntine, h-d trken it upon themselves 
to stir controversy ove~ the inferior st~tus of women in Islrm. On 
29 March 1932, in Const~ntine, the Internationr1 Congress of Mediterr
pne~n Women wes held. This congress w~s being covered by Lp voix indi
~ in p~rticul:-r pnd, interestingly enough, Wes not even mentioned 
in pl-Shih~. The who1e mrtter of w men's ri~~ts in Isl~m waS rpised, 
polyg~my, divorce, the veil ~nd inherit~nce. c~bd ~l-~rumrd ibn B~rs 
embarked on the defense of whr-t he Se ... RS ISIMne While gl-ShihPb h~d 
e~~lip.r limited itself into rep~oducin~ ~rticles on th~ subject ~rom 
~l-Yanp.r, its tone bec~me pngry pnd hostile ps soon ~s the Evolues 
m~de thls issue thelr own. 
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-'he me: ss;o- [':e of Isl ~r.1 h"'d, othf?rv!Ïse, libe~"" tecl 'ivomen from the 

brut~li t;r of men. '~'his w~s th- view heIn by plI Isl:--' ic refa:::"-:-:ists 

it re-ite,..,-ted in its ent i!'et~.r 

in pl-Shii:-~b. As ta thp ser.>mingl_y 'îosi tion of' hiferio7.'i tv wÏ1Ïc __ 

'~bd -l-H-~Id ibn B~dIs s~w little need to st~nd in defence of the 

divine Ipw. ?e nbjec~erl to the suraestions, on th~ ~-rt o~ the Ev-

36 

36. ~ 1-s:- i::'~b h- G r c~-orl uce(] :q~ !';hïr~ --: id - 's ~!'t ic l p s rm the 1 ïue -:-" t ion 

of WOr.1f:'!1 "'"it:: t:~- c mine- of Isl~m, on th'" .i'.lstific-tion o~ '101YI!~m~.r, 

'1n ":he use o~ thp Y,=il, in it.~ .TUly 1930 i!=:s'Je, "'''. 361- , its Aur:;us"': 

1930 i2sue, un. 4~6- , its Se." er.1 p!' 1J30 issur , nu. 485- , -~( its , . 

O~~obe!' 1930 is~ue, 'î~. 557- • The ~voluns '1!'ess h-è, ~e~nw~i~e, b~en 

3:10"~inr: r":r-e-t pn-:nusi-sn.1 f'or ::n. ..... ~e·~ini!'Ot ""1'1Ye~nn"';s of '~'u::-'key -nr: of' 

~::'rr'lnt. In IJ25, th~· 'l'u;ki~h ~-v0111:ion h-d -oolis··: è ~o~_VP.""'T"r -nrl i'l~-:

i~,t~eà civ-i1 ~-r""i-fTe. In 1934, ';'l0':1C!'1 in TUT'key rpceived +-,r.1? rip::;.t <:'0 

Y0"e. ::!'1 3r.""'·ït, in 1123, ::-:ud:-- Sh-C:r-~wï (1832-191.7) ,,~rJ1J..deè, :-.e-:- o,.,n ;10V

"",.,ent -"'o!' t-':e 1ih n :r--"'.io!'1 of ~:':.e 'Zr::"r':')~i-n "rO'"1~n. --:...~(!- 'jqa ~s;-"~:~ in 

l. ).3~ >is ':i'~;:;") il" -l-,iins <!.-l~"';.ï~ -n il, -1-3hH:~o -e')~"o(hced it in '~..,-:-

il 1T35 • .,-:-"f". contrO'Te:r!=:" w::ic. :1-',,,,? Isl-"ic :r"'~o-"is',:-: ni":: f· ce'3 '.7~S "f 

"'"1 .i~J.~i~i~~~ r.:-:,: rt. ~I)ci.-T n"'~,ll~r: •. A .... ~'l::i~iron 77~i~,'?-··, ~:-. i- :.:~rlr].:-(~, :.,r; 

{'~~T.,,,, ~ '.,.,r: ;t 1""" >1· ... l''''-~")''''''~n''' -"'T ~i '3'1.-. __ -c.!, "'- -, -'·'ll·~-""-C. 1"'" 1,7:. 
~ • '., ,..... ..... .1. "-.) _.'''' J" • ..L. - 1.1· _ ~ - 1_ .1. s' ,.' , '. ..J _ • 

:',., ·'._c ~~, .. ~'~". ,...-i ,. 1',,; .... .., . b,r (-';-, -1- :_""'r; ;"lY: y.";~.., i,.,.' "~'l'· ~o 
. _ " ....., _... '.' .'. .~." .J -... • .' .) -.... ...., ... ... .... ..L,;-) , ....... .. - ...... • , 

11.,]...",. ....... ' . . "'t.) "'"'"'" 1.44-44;; ",........,~- .... -;~n:..,.... ............ -'nr-~ - ~.-, .L.'l~ -:::-r~~~~-;--... r-~ 
J-'. ... _ J #, ',) • _ v. J J •• _.. ....... 

',.' ....) , • •• 

i .. - ., .... ,.... :-: i ~ ~ ~, ,..,... ~ -, . : i;: - .. ") '.~ i --: . Cl·t p ~ r i l')'~ !1'-'~ b ~ :: Cl" ""' ~ i ~ .:.. t . :-. ',:-~ r: r- r: ; .. _ 

,-"""i~ ;i·-' t""\-'.--",:~~ ~n-.~·fj r: ~!:("\ 31?V:~-. -:i.~rl)_ ....... i~~ ~ .. r-r:, ......... r·,:-:.· .... :-si:'=~, ~)""~!'"". r-~~."-

.. ~,..-_ .. ":~d. 2:-: .... ') :2.r~ ~"Jl .... ·~ ... · ,,- ..... - i~-. ~o . ":'. t:'),~.:~, :i,..,n :t~ "'--,)."'":":;. 
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t "he cont!'io·:.tion of W0r.te:l to f'Qciety hpd been undermined in th8 

ry~st by the gen~rrl Ipxity in religious duties. ~he decpdence of 

women pccoY1ry~nied th~t of men. Ignorpnce pnd su~erstition ch~rpct-

eriz~d their beIinfs. This w~s the mOTe serious, in t~eir cpse, in 

th-t theiT rol n in the unbri~gin~ of their children wrs rpIe~pted 

ta th~ noint of nuIIity. The ch~Mnions of the feminist c~use, prnon~ 

th r ;::vol·1'~s, now hO'1ed to dTPW v.romen PW~:T froID the res1'nnsibilities 

of' th::: home where the~T be18!1r;ec1.. ",""bd ~,l-II~mîd ibn B;;-dI's vlould resist 

th~i~ ~ffo!'ts ~nd concentr...,te on the nToner educ...,tLon of the wepker 

sex. ~~n ~~d women h~d bern cre~ted to comnlement one ~no~her, in th~ 

oninion of '..,bd pl-Ir-mïd ibn B~dïs. '""-'he..,ir.1 of rpligion :->n6 of the 

37 

• 
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bis model for thr virtuous I~sl~~ women. Sne w-s one of th fir2t 
to convert to Isl~m ~~d to f'o'low the ProDhet in his flignt to 
Y!"~hT1:b. L~yl" 1'l-Shif2'"> could write !"nd re~d ~nd h~d been <'sked 
by 7Tuh<"'::L':l.pd to te,"lch other women the lr.nr-:,).~pe of the Our:>;n. She 
w~"" ~. WOr:1.en of p;re-t i::te:.ligence ~nd much skills r-nd 'sh"" served 
uncler the 08.1iDh CUm~r. C.pbd -l-H!"lmïd ibn B~dis h~d seen in her pn 
exer.lDle TIhich c:"~ld ins:Jire the 'l,vomen of 11is OVin tiT'1e. In ~l-ShihPb, 
ADril 1931, np. 164-165, he delved i~to the rights ~nd duties of 
YTomen ~nd concJ.uded thr.t they we:---e equ"'l to men, ~ccorrlinr t') th" 
Sh!">rYC. p • 'l'hi s i T'l'11ied the~efo~'e th" t women, F' S T"1uch ~ s :men, should 
be "· ... en~red to rbide by their Isl~'1ic resDonsïbilities. The ~.~r>rch -nd 
P:!')ril 1939 issue of the ,;o-lrn!'l de~lt with the eè.uc-tion of y,romen on 
u":). 64-55 ~ncl llO-ll? :resnec ti·"rely. '~'he f"J:-w-'c.io!1s 0-'" m~'n pnd womrn, 
in SOCi8ty, c01J.ld mernw:'üle not be the s~me. Crbd pl-"-~m'id ibn .DF"dïs 
conceded th~ t tl-.is yrvüd be reflecteè. in tile very educr:tion of the 
'.Vornen. :-:e h,d o,ted for the sep:ree;~ted educ~tion of bo:vs -nel (ürls, 
in pl-Shihr:b, June 1930, D. 277, l,'Then he reOlrod-lced ~n ,rticle ;-;y 
Shpk'Yb A::~sl;:;n to this '?ffect (Arsl~n h..-(1 $,T,0ne ~s f~:r ::oS 0 ,\ryosine; 
thrt boys ~nd girls ~reOl1-~t one ~nother nnd this conformed with the 
Ye-r-;.r nor:ms of the Algerü-n urb-n femily). The educ ..... tion of girls 
would essentirlly nrerypre them to understnn~ their relipion "nd to 
~bide by i.L. s l:::ws. Girl s will be trp ined to ." -·rforr1 ti-loe role of !!lO th
e:!'s "'nè. wiv""s they h.-d been cre-ted for. In hi8 cO!TI!nent.,ry of th" 
verse: "Wp "'l-l~dhïn~ yroulün~ rpbb~np h,bb l!"no min ~zwFjinp ••• ", 
ho WTote: ",l-tpzr>W\'YU'; vrp t-l.,b "l-n-sl h'n'lr> r'l-sun:1p sunn~t ,.,,1-
n.,b'1", see }k.i~lis •• _., '9. 296 ...... 0n the right of th r Ylife to chose 
hr:r h 11sb,-nd, c"bd r-ol-lfr>r:1!d ibn ~(rts de/rted fro!:! th'" l.iDikï tr~d
ition ..,nd conceded th,t this be her right (see r>l-Shih~, ?r.."y 1931, 
n. 314). r~'he f'~ithfulness of the .... rif'e to her hllsbrnd re!:!.,in,:-d one 
of' the m~in '1i'.1";8 of socil"ty; in 7.h';~is ••• , -p. 120, he vrrote: 
"wr> b-;cn-'n., trC.[>.l:-> SÛ") cp(lib~t pl-zin:-> bi opwlihi ~-:p s"fiJp, sr'o!l,n 
py bi's tror~opn t~rrnihi t-rïa mu'd il., sh'lrur w-::> mr'f~sid fI -1-
duniy., ..... ,r" e<"ldh~b fi ~l-.,ki1ira. f., huwp t..,r'!o il,." h...,l~k r'-' -~bà?n 
Wo:> f.,s;-d -l_r>co r :- w:-> di ., t pl-<">T'I1W?"l w!"> kh"r8b .,l-bu ut '\'{r inoi r;C. 

wo:> inoir':';dil:i ••• ". ~bd .,l-~:~"'lrd 
~i~b~n:"'-;~~:!:"~d~1:~S-!!l-. -~"';;'T~h:::'.~"'v':::;""e";"';:~:;';n~t':::i;'-:c~i~n-:-~t-e-:d:-::-s-u--=c~{-.. ;':;;;":d::-:e:'v"'::;e~;':':'o:'::,m A n ~ s in Al C"e r i;'. :<'rom 
"'l-~,:o:>n~r, :-:e' w..,s m~de ~"'7;-re of the ."rob' em.s which Isl~~':1 in Turkey 
.,nd in Err,:'t:ït,n'Wl f'ced ()n this issue. In Alp;erip itsel~, the 87.:r::m'1J.e 
o~ ~he 3v~lues m-y h-ve sugge~ted to hi~ ~hr>t wom""n m-y soon ~ollow 
in the w-ke of ':,~-!"'se ?rf'nc!:-educ~ted AIC"e:!"i~ns in .,dî'1tinp- the ','·'ys 
o~ -the 3ur,')"î·'è:rns. ("'bd ~l-Hpmrd ibn B~d.ïs' s concern over +.he st-tus 
~ .... wo~en in ll"eri; ~n"'e-rëd :0 PTOW witn thp ye~;-s. ~:is conte:'iti'Jn 
w.,s nntire:y with the îro:ï-g~ndp which L., v~ix i':digêne esry ci~l~y 
::I0Un ted - ~Jng the oduc ~ ted p;r ~ . "")s of ~onst; ntine. "'here doe s n0t 
~~uo"r to h~ve h~d -ny ~r-di~ion~list re-cti~n ~o ~l-Shih;b's vie~s 
')n '7!~!1e:1 i .... '··e ,illdp'e fr-o!Ti the n<:!~s';),;-" r itself. One c ..... nno: i!1~;;ü:,: 
"~''''';''' c .... .....,~~ 0" r> - t'I' ... op....., • ..oit ~'n"" ro~o"-';"· ~ ')n su" .... r "O'lC',-,,! ; ""'1)P ....... r; •• v .• ..--J_ ··r~ .. -,.t L.r .'c - '. ç _;- .... _t,.,...... .. \,,0 ..... ~ ........ ;.,) • ...1 1 

~s thi: '):;e. ':"ne Vr~ue o~ ..,bd ..,l- .. ·..,-:ïd ibn :g::-'lIs' s deb~'~e ~itj-~ th·; 
Evolu~s !!1". h~·.·e bee;-: :h~ t Î1is 0'11:1 ·1)r~e ~or :nn edu~~ :i')n ~~ ri-:--13 
in ~l~e~in wi:~ ~'ve bec~-:e ~o~e ~-l~~~~le :0 ~hn t-n~it.~n~:i3t~ 
rs - res~l~ J .... ~is undJu~ted cons~!'v~tive s:~n~ 07e~ fe~i~i3~. 
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IslRm end Christi?nity in AlgeTia 

Although it ha,d been greptly ?,b~ted outside Algerip, the controv-

ersy between IslËi,m And Christi~nity continued to rempin a lively 

one for the Algeriens of the neriod between the two world w~rs. 

The deb~te over whi.ch religion took -arecedence and should be "Orom-

oted over th~ other wps simply not pn ~,cademic one for North Afr-

ica,. The Catholic Church never a.b~ndoned~ its missionary intents 

in th:::,t 8,rea,. As fF.lr a,a Algerip wps concerned, i ts reformists 

answered th'> chnllenge which wps being thrust upon Islr.:m as a. 

result of wh~t thAy spw to be the comul~cency of thp m~jority of 

38 
the Algeripns in th~ fpce of the Christipn dnn'-er • 

38. Al-Shih;:ib, ?,~ny' 1936, h~d re"Oroduced in French pur' yer which 
w~s nrinted in L'écho du diocèse d0 Con~t~ntine et d'Einone on 6 
Februnry 1936. It re~d nS ~ollows: "Offrrnde ouotidienne: divin 
coeur de .résus, je vous offre n~r le coeur immpcule de ~~'rie, Ips 
-ariêres, les oe'lvres et les s(")u~~r~nces de cette ,journée en répar
:"!tion de nos of.('ences et ~ toutes les intentions nour lescuiles 
V')US VOUD i!~::,olez continuelle!'1ent sur l' p·ltel • .rt'"; vous les of.rre 
en unrticulier nour l'union entre le~ cntholioues et "Oour l~ lutte 
contre l' Isl~~' '. The view of the Church in Al{l"eTin hpd be'!n unc:C.' rlf:ed 
ever si!:~e thA p~'!"lv d~vs of th&> Cono~Jp.st. In 1930, it W8,S re-i",er
pted p~ t~~ Euchrri~tic~l Congres~ held in Tij~is. It was rene~ted, 
once ~(l".,in, w!i"'n thp 3:uch~ristic"l Conf':res!': held it.s session in 
Alf;'iers, in 1939. cnbd ~l-:::a.'!1rd ibn 3~dI"s took it-, unon hi ..... sA'.r ·,0 

rescu' the ~ ~usl ims of Al-eri~ fro".'! thp i::~inpnc e 0: th~ ~:--, ri s', i~ n 
~~hre"t. ::e did S~ bath in l:is ~Ti~~1ngB~ "!1rI !:i~ I-c·,_~ns. 
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The wer:'kness of Islpm in Algerip h~d been pttributed to }.~ysticis!!l 

, 
a.s weIl ps to the Evolues. The esoteric beliefs of JI~ysticn.l Broth-

erhood hp.d diverted the .A~p;erirns from the true Isl;-m of their 

pncestors. At the sr-me ti~e, they condoned the tvn~ of fr~ternpl 

love which by-u?ssed the good "ncl the b~,d. Christipn nroselytism 

h~d t~ken ~dv~ntr>ge of this situation ?nd hnd belittled the fund-

pment~l dif~e~ences between Isl~m n~d Christipnity. Its ~im w~s, 

of course, to encour~ge the Algerinns to convert to th~ religion 

of tho Eurone~ns. cnbd ~l-Ep~rd ibn BFdïs de:Jlo:",ed the nnivety of 

hie fellow '~uslims nnd wprned th~t the Assocü .. tion of Alr:erir>n 

Cu -~ db" f C . . . 
l~mp would not stpn y l.ddle l.n the froce 0 hrl.stl.pn l.ntent 

39 

• 

39. (~bd ~l-~::~!:Ird ibn 3~dTs'S stron~ dislike for 'ivsticisl'!l hnd m!"':e 

r..im un~bl'" ta di::crimin- te betwe~n the r~for""lis~ of thl" l'TT'!"tic~·l tr~d

i~,ion, w:--.ic· c Sh-ykr.. f.J:1:rn-d ibn 'Ali'wn h~d in'UPllr' ~ed, ~nd the exi~t

inr: ,.ysticnl 3;cth~r},"ods. Of roll the r~r!r~s, includin r:" tr.c CAITvlIyyr:, 

r.e i'Œo:e, in ..,l-Shih~, Il '?ebru-ry 1926, p. 1: 1 IV{ .... -""lT'lP m~sh~'/ikh 

..,l-:uru" ~'_!!lPzCum -nn~h'1r.l v~bridünr> ~l-Isl~!"1 C::"'l~,m'tr.~w!"m~". ~l-n!"er

-:;nlvv~ ~n Ümrohum mr-;nbUdhûn h,lr.'l ',7P ~ fk:;'ru::u,., cind~ k;:-r~ t ~·l-ur'l-I'T] , }

"'1'l~:-n'Ir!"lt ~l-ttînül .... l-T!1utt~lic~. cnl n m~ ',~rtrokibilhu h~'ü.lp'j bi i~m 

~l-drn". ':'[ÜS !:'::, bf?êo~r; inevit'blo ~s ~ ;r.su~t o~ ":~" p:;n' ~ ~"r)'l"~ 

w~:icr. ",::" ':"!" !1~~" "r.e:"~ rJ.i~""l"'ir.rr in~:-: ~'CP o~ 3::~, .. k:-: H;!'1 ~.·l ïi'T~' S , . 

"'_r'\ ~P~-~-l·<'"."'" (sP~ .. ....,n ~-v .... ,l .... ~b',.., n-...... "<:!~, .,,' l.'",.~ 7. "",,~r"p ,1'1 '·O,."ln '1" 
, l 'f • .. +',. . • ..... ,-,. 1'" ... • J. ~ • ~ 1 -'" ~-' 1 _ ... _.J ' J' ~. ' ' .;. .1. J •• -

U'--r'\ 1 9°4 ~VTI n ~35 ..... ~..:C> -~ ""i" ... ,"1r~ ",-; -' i·:n. "" . ~ '-~--:-~,·rr· '1 

_. _. _' .... ~ .... 1 ... ., , :. ..... , _. ' ~ , '. l , .. ... C.. _ ... " .":.... __ . .. . . _ .:; . _. -'.. ~ _ 1 • 

lb:"i--C"·lïwr- ,r.';: bPPrl ""!')"l.V~tec:, -s 71~S ':;ri ~1-, ~"'":l': l'br. :~ .. l?, ~-.' ":,," 

~- .... r"l:nn:. ..... ~~ ... in~ of !sl"'-ic i"5~::~,i .... ~ ir: j .... ~ ~r'J-i:. --i~ "r,!,".,,",r.-; . .... ,...~ ... :'r.rol"!, 
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however, mysticr-l ::>nd his reforms were ,..iml"'>d r:>t ref".'tit'lting m:vsticrl 

re1ie;ion to the Alr:re:>"i8;',s rt p ~ime when ?~ystic"'l Br8the"hood h,..d 

obYiously sunken into nurturinr: sunl">:-stitions ,-nc1 hprbouring misb

e1ief. The mes!';,-p:e of l\Q.m~d ibn <':'Al'iwr> w,.-s beinp: é'dô.ressed to the 

'Tery sr>,'""!e 'tr:-nsi tion;~. Al""e"ipns wilo formed C~bd ~1-I.>'!'11d ibn B~drs' s 

;',die:1ce. According to !~~. Lings, A Ï'roslem S!"' int ••• , n. 116, the memb

ers!lÏn of the <=Aliwï:"Y~Tr, (,l1J.ot~d inLÎEChodi-Or:-n, 13 Sente>:1:'er 1923, 

'\7PS '"'stimpted rt on" bmdred thou.spnd discinles. Fou'''' yprrs l~ter, it 

h..-(; mor" thrn doublcd in number. The ~Iost"-r;hpnem-brsed t ... rI"op h~d exnr

essed its ovm exn8ctrti:-lns fr:)!!'! the /'cssoci..,tion of Al,rre"Ü'n CU1p"'lF') to 

which it be10nged until 1932. In pl-B"l;"gh, Il H~rch 1931, ""l. l, thr: 

Sh;"ykli h'-<1 cPlled for ill·reform-minded }ü-·eTi,.-ns to "~ork tor:ether in 

orde'- to un-lift the soc iety cul t.ur,-l' y f"nd sniri tu:- lly. .Judf';ir'.p': from 

th'-· biblior:T~nh~r in ~r. LinF!s, A J"~oslem Srint ••• , 'Pp. 212-213, on·~ 

rerlizes ~h' m~nninr" YThic~:. ibn (OAl"tY1P rttributecl to s'1iri turl reform: 

in his ~-~sIr, he g-ve fOUT internret-tions which r~np:ed frorn the lit

er;1 to the Mvstic:-l ones of Sur~t "'l-Bpoprp; in rl-~::>wl -l-U'-obfil, he 

briefly exnosed the mp,,.-ninps of {sl~m, im~n ';nd ihs~n; in ~p~~pt ~l

Asr~r, he com~0,lted on the v;lue of invoking bles~ings unon the Pro

""het; in ;1-0pS~')Il '-'l-<:'Aliwiyyé', he e"'-'1osed his OVin ide'-s on theol

opy, ritu:-l ;nd m:n:t.icism; in pl-0,pwl ;l-?,:~rC.rüf, ~e refuted the other 

th',n mystic""l me .... ns t,oYTr-Irds s~l'IT~tion; lJ1_Trlf"d ibn Alrw:" h-d tr~ced 

hi:=; sni .... itll~l ~ncestTy to thé Pronhet by'vn'y of Abü ~·l-::;:-sf'n rl.-Shi=

,dhi11, Jun:-yd, J.T~Sé'r;. rl-Bél.~rI .... nd <=A1r ibn Abi 1'Flib; his contribut-

ion WP.G cviè~nce th~t the lone; tr-dition in gr;.ostici:-,r.1 Vlol.lld n~t di~ 

in th~ H"-~hrib. ibn CAl'iw~ h .... d 1),:"erchf!d an inner ill1lrrlin,.-tion (k~shf) 

:->ncl bencf'it (~"'nfp(p) which were de-ived from th,., inner !!'!eroninrrs of' 

re~rel-~ion (b~tin;::,.J. A(l:,.-inst th'" Shrrtcp.., he soug}1t the ~~qï(1p. for 

hie disciryles. Eis m:-h:-bbn over-n"'ssed the b-rriers of' reli~ion. Acc

!JTdinr: to A. Beroue "~he Shf"ikh wrs ~l'!r~ys hunrry for knowl"'dl":e -b

ou~ othe:- re~i~ions. Ee see~-d to bp nu.ite weIl infarmed .... s re~'~ds 

~he Scrintures-:-nd e'Ten -s rpg-rds ~h' "~tristic ~r:-dition. The Gos~el 

of St. Jo~n ~nd the Enistles o~ St. P-ul .... nnerled to'hi~ in n'rticul·r. 

A~-n ~xtre:r:l'üy s'lbtle :->nd ;')' netr~ ~ ing met -nhysic i ~ n, he '::r s ..,bIe to 

r~concile ~IUT-lity ~ith unit y in the Trinit.ri-n conceution of t~ree 

nors')ns i!1 i' con~lJ.bst-:1ti-1 iden:itv ••• ", see ibid., u. 8;~. C:-bd .. 1-

;:--ï,3 ibn 3~r1ïs VÙ10 w .... s -"!i'Te o~ the c:re-t svmn::-t"~~' ,,.':n'icfJ tr.e '7r~nrh 

h_ r1 Cl is"l-:,'ed t.o'.·'-~ds sl1.c11. "tol"'ri'nce", h-":; h~Ts~lly :-> t ":i'ckecl the 

C.A'ï ... .".ï~'~!~, in ""l-Tticul.~T. The ~i:1s of the Christi-ns 7lere ')îenly: ~.o 

con,,"e"t ">he --usli""1s t~ t:-:ei: rF"irrirm. The viows o~ P_'1."1 r r, ibn '/cJ.ïv!:-, 

bpsi~es bcin~ i'n-t~e:1- to Isl=m, :-~nde"'d the t~sk of"th~ ~i~~i8n'ri0~ 

:-ti"']. si~""-'= e~. I!)l:=:':';1 -n .... Chri~ti"" it~.r 71ere net t,";lf) ... :~ ~,r;; .L.~o···~;rls tnA 

t"U"',d ""''''s~l''' ~ll '::'11. ":'l1!b!'>!!r"..,d..,n li 1~""!'C. ~l-'J:'"1'-"" ~,.- k~n~~ ~is~

i· ... 'u.~u-c;~~ 77~'k~n't d~éw-~>'lhu"t~mm~ mi~hl::":-:- w.., j;:-j'r,'t ~'Y;t ,1_~lr·'5~n 

bl' -,1 d..,c",- -.., ~-l nl'd~jl''''l''''' bl' -'rI ~1 kl'~~ r~"""r~r w.., L~CZ-l'" ""'1"', 
_ ' '1,- ••• ~t ..... ..... .-- ... ~ U 1 ~ ..... '" _~ - " ~ .• __ .. ~ •.• 

bi i~~f"ti:-,i", li -l-ko.1·~ub 71'- i!;t~,1~ (~l-·.·::~i:':. bi ~n:î- ':l-:'T;"~- bi---:-l----

kit'::b -~-l-~'~i Cinr>h'l"'l v-r, ... -riI" ~l-!"'"=n Di -l-kit~ <-1' ':;,i 11~ ,- "L.i 

li ~nnd:u C':iin .1in?ihi", in "-,i:;-'i? •• , 'J. 417. 
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~lso been se')n by e~bd ~l-~""mld ibn Br;dTs r:s fu:rth0rinr; the c~use 

of Ch-is~i~n ~~oselytism in Al e~ir. The Evolu~s ~ttributed the 

b~ckW'rrd.ness of' the 1Tuslims "::0 their Telir-ion. ~'he:v h~d sided oyer 

the conr,"Y'oversy betw~"'n Isl';!TI !'ln(~ sc ience wi th the vievls Wl1ic~-; 

Er-J:!Id ibn :a~"ïs h~d been ~co'j::>in~;ed lümse1f \7ith the is'~u,= by . 

"::h~t Isl~~, unlike Chris~i!'lnity, h~d become t~e G~lp Te1ipion ~o 

reconci1e T"'r'2on ::-nd science 'ITi':~ r8"J~1:-tion. '1'11." A1r-R"i-ns shou1d 

40 
• 

40. 7!'-~'" con": Tîyersy be'twp en :Er!'!"'wt ~en ~ n ~ nè. J ~'"!~1 r 1- ~:Yn r l-!.fr~·. ':'"nï 

}';' -:. '"'~i:",nn f'!"o~ .., l",c+,u .... t:> w!:ic>. :!-.'" ",oncn ~ thtnker ~~Ye -t -,}:r. 

Srl:!"bon::~ in 1283. In :"Is''''-.i~''!1° e". 1.., scin!'!ce, !1'" S-,-+"nd: "':'')11''? 

"''''-::;0;1;:''' 11!,! ..,,....1] i!1~":"..lite 1e- ~>.()S~S de D'1tre te~~s ,r:Ji~ ~:':"i--""": .... ;t 
, , , 

l ' in.r·~,· i ~ -- i .. ~ ,- c "': ") e\ Il . -: e ":' -'\.:.T ; ~. l ~ . J = ,..,.. ~ r: s, :. r-o 'i ,.. c ... r - n ~ e r! ~,.. .: -:.. - ~ 

, 1" . -,' . l' , " - .. ' 
"'O'I';O-:;"S J~'. '1::' ~-, ,'" nu ~1~:" 1"':" ,"'~_n~',';""~_ P. r;c·s ... ';""0 "':;1 :1 0 ;.:,_ 

~nt 'l!'li,.,·.'.,.....~r~-.t ~~ c~t"':~ ~-~i·-i~!"! :~.-.]- ~"l~"'J:n c;.: r .. ' ...... ;. '}- :~'J!-.• 
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T "t ' O' A • , 

ous C~1J.X nUl ont!? e e!J :"'10nt ou en .nfrHr'_ sont -f'r,-''''-'îes ë.!? ce 

ou'~ de f~t~l~rnent bo~n~ l'e8n~it d'un vr"i c~oy-nt, de cet~e es

~~ce de c~Tcle de fe~ oui pntoure S~ tête, l~ rend ~bsolume~t 

fe""!:'lée ,. l~ science, inc~'J~ble de ri~'n r'nnrendre ni de s' ouv~ir 

"r'lJcp.n idée nouvelle", see A. HouTrni,' Ar1'1bic Thought • •• , p. 120. 

<=:. Z!?n~ t i h~·d ,-. iree:_ s i~i l~ ~ vievrs in L::- voix indig~ne. In the 13 

.Tune 1926 issu!?, 'J. l, ho st~.ted: "nous devons nous pttrOlF"r rés

olument ~ux nr~ jugés dont ils souf'frent, ,-.ux h,,-bi t'J.des ~ncestrr'les 

oui les rn-intiennent riv~s ~ un ,~ss; oui ~ eu cert~inem0nt s~ ~loire 

.'niis 0'11 est -u.iourdP.l.Ui singuli~rement denrss:' et oui consti t"e un 

b'ulet r>ux nied~ de ce oui s'y ~rr~tent ••• ' 1. Zén;ti, like Ren~n 

bafore, h-d dif'~erenti~ted between the civiliz-tion of' Fr~nce end 

th'" re'-ir:;ion of the '?::",ench. \'lhen h<> F1ttr'cked Isl;m, it WP.S not in 

arder ta f..,vou·- Christi!'ni-l:.:v. ("bd -l-:t:~rnlè ibn B~drs, like cAbdü, 

c"uld not submit to th-te r~'he re';ectinn of' IsIP'",,: ~:7PS the re,jection 

of re~ son '·.<~ich w'" s the 'Jre-remJ.Ïsi te t 0 ~n'y sc ienti f'ic - c?1Îpvement. 

In "~l-'.7.'h"'('lr;fp ~l-j;drdp. 1:" tunr.f'i ,-.l-isl~-rn !"l-sr'hTh", -l-Shih~b, 

Febr'rry 1932, p. 98, hp vrrote: 1 IW~. li ."'l-r-phb; .ft". intishr.J.ih~ 

t~d~r""pCp 9?:rni} l ::>1- i91'1"1;1. bi -tilk~ "l-ouwvm ,., I_m-r'cnr-'''lY''Ir p ~' l-l-:..!J: 

,jrr!"düh'" min t~Z:8T!m rl-isl"'''''! !:'!l-§!"b.Ypr f~m- Crt.-i:tÜ ..,n kh,.,l"'"u~~ 

jP.li~:-> li d..,tw!'t tilkr !'l-trb"'O:t !:'!l-hF'ribp ~l-mut..,bp.-·rimp il, ~ 

Yrtt.!'~!i('l.:J!.~ nU:lt r w;,;rt "'l_cllm Wr- ;l_cpol ilr> dln hm7p fT t,'-'lIto.,t 

f'l-f'diy~n min ri ihpt, p.nnrhu d'Ln S~l ib li !'l-r~oï JTlin kulli n;oljiy; ft,. 

COlTln~re "7ith CAbd.u's oninion' 'th-t Christi~n doctrine ~s trr-ditir)D-

..... '.1:v fo~~ul,"'tcd c-nnot st-nè. un ta th<=> discoveries of' modern science 

..... nd ~hn mofern conce~ts o~ the l~~ of n-tu~e ..... nd of evo~ution' '~nd 

"~h-t Isl~~ se~m~d to him the mirt~l~ ur~h between th~ two extremOR: 

..., r~ï.irdon fully con~istent with th cl ..... ims of th·"> hum ..... 'n intellect 

.-,nd th'" diecov~~ies of' "'r)àern sci~nce", see A. Eour ..... ni, P::"-bic 

Thoup;ht ••• , :9. 143. c ..... bd -l-J}:--mïd ib . .o;=:'d'Is h,-.d r;iyen f'U:c'the::", pyid

ence of' k,}:.is vieY! wh-"'n -1-S1ün~ r~~orted ~he intervi'?\'ls with seve:c'

..... 1 ~?'.')minent Eurone ..... r." ,.,,-no h-d ëonveTted to Isl~rn: o~ the conve'Y'sion 

of' the 'F'r .... nch -rti?:t 'Stienne Denis, ':''''wf'!:o'''l-Hr-d'''nï v;rrote in t,h~ 

J-nurry 1930 iS-'ue, ~. 45: "iC.tQ.n-('l~ d'In~h'.tm .-,yy'f>m .... k~d.- v-hjurü.1-}~ 

...,bn~,)uh:"! t; !' !:'mp::r:c'i,-.n 8ci<=>ntist, n",. G rm .... nos, 0":brr-ced the more 

T-~ion~l r~li~ion or Isl~~ (sep thp S~'Jte~ber 1933 issup, ,. 40~); 

.., ne'.7s .... V'1e::"'r.l~n ~or P~:c'is-Soir, Je-:1 B ..... rr .... 'üt, denn~1Dced Ch::",is:i-n

it~, "'nd uné~e"'~ook the .....,ilp'-,.. .. TT\· r~ to :~!'kk~. ('the ~:;:r 1936 is~ue, '1:. 

120-121); ->:he -rticle 0'" ~~he .fl--,~~~ic'-'n, lf ..... ::-ry Fenckel, "-:n1y l -y,": 

.... ·'11;:1i...,", ":T"S ~e'JT,"Iduce(! in ,-l-Shi[l!='b, June 1)33, ")"). ~80-2é12, 

"':c'o,: :f1.e Isl"--::ic :1eview. "hr. '1ur")osp Cl~ ~:;.esp. -rticlps h r (; beon ":'J 

L:dic-t.- ':0 ~he EVOJ.1J"S ::h-t, ·.'!}:il<=> '::::.ey è,p .. ir:::",' te',: ~~yi::- 'y;m ~"'li""

ion, ~·.i ;-.1~.r ler"n"'d :E;'.1:c'~~e-ns h~: en:e~eG. it "n'; '1r,- is",:è. it. '..'he 

in.l"}uc;,de of' Isl~!!1 "\n Unit?ri-!1 Ch::",isti-ni-::v w~s ..,11 r~~rirJr;nt ('1-

'3!;'E:~b, J111y 1~36, n. 1 7h ). ?li" Uni .. /Ti ..... !:s s~lb~i1:ted ":0 ti-.r> ë-· ic'r:~·-

l·k";·-O.r """0:' -ic; ... ".,r '}-,"; ... '-;~"" , ... -,..,- '-rd {:_r: 'onr ""'.p'('-""r:r. ~.,- -.-_ 
, '~ .. ,,--' ... _ ..;. _J.. ....... . .. ....... _... _ _ It," .... 

·,.,i=:: ~ .. > .. 1'""'\ 

n ""''''r n ·'' b~ 
'~:J':bt 0 ~ 

~:-~is"i-::: ~ . .,~:--n i:'"! ~;~''':'~. ':'~!f""'i: ,..cce ..... ":-r.ce of 

~'r;; :-:~iled wi~:-: -e-'·o~. ~'",;w '.7,,:':1-: :'::r.> ~V'J~.~10S 

~"."- """~"",n-i~~i":·· ~ .. :!:r;l~- ')"'rt n ~ C:-~"i:~':"-.~it:'? 

': ~ i . i "'... ~ . : ~ r; 
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versus Christi~nity h~d, u~doubtedly, been motivpted by the evid-

ent thre~t 'l'Thien thp ~eligion of the :.t4'-~ench 'losed -f07' th~t of the 

P.~r:eri~ns. The de.f"ence of Isl~m eoulè. be enh!"nced, !Oeeordinr:: to 

ibn Bpdïs h~è. h~d the i:1stituti0n 0'" the Church in !nind !"n< he 

r.l-rve1."1.~·d r-{; the rnrlit.v of its ry""'ie"ts. ':'h'Oi1' dedic~tion ta the 

c~use ~f' Christi!"nitv, t.heiT ~':igh level of' ler'rninp, ~nrJ ~~heir 

hier~rehiz-tion of the Church ~nd its eent""'-liz-~ion were -Iso 



f 
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served by th~ disn1~y, on the ryrrt of the Christirns, of the kind 

41 

on the piTt of ~he Tfus1ims, for Christirni~y • 

41. '['he r-dmir!"L,ion for ~f'_e Cr>th'11ic Chureh ."'nd for the e1erp;y W'ps 

unoupr:tinnrb1e 0n thp n~:rt of 'rbd rl-}~",mld ibn BF"s.îs (see r1_ 

Shih~b, ?'.~ry 1939, pp. i12-114). A1though he critiei'zed the princ

ip1e of ce1ibrcy rS contr~ry to n~ture (see ~~j~lis ••• , n. 296) 

the S0nse of' src-if'iee ~nd dedic~ti0n of the Christi~n nriesthnod 

8hnu1rl~ot b~ brushed r,sicle. The cUl~"'1Fi") should emu1~te' t!"~em in 

this repneet. Over the orp;rniz- tion of' the Chu·'ch, C pbd ~l-Ei'''1ïd 

ibn B~dIs' s vil?w~ '.'Tere sir,i1r·r. Is1~m no(?ded no ele?",S,'Ir yet the 

eentr~li%~tion of ef'~~~t shou1d be ~c~i0ve·~. Ee hrd welcomed the 

irle~ of ~ Ei~h('r Isl~"'1ie CO!TI..'TIittee to r .... lly the renY'es:"ntrtives of 

rll !~slims fro~ rround th~ world to unif'v ~hpir doet?"ine ~nd concert 

tfl~ir r0f'o"~s (see pl-Shih~h . .June 1938, p. 134). In A1r;:erir' itself, 

he e-lled for retions to counte~ thp ef'f'ect o~ the Chureh, in edue

..,tion r,:è. '~r;lf'~re. In 1'J36, in l.I onst r'!1tine, ..., 'ruslim Ornh~nrr:e WrS 

est""blished in order to ~vert tnr,t Alr'erirn l')r''''lhrns beco);1r:· c'nvprted 

tn Chri"'-!;irnit" ..,s ','lr>S rt~,er1~te-:l in 1868; 'rbd r>1-E~mrri. ibn B~dïs's 

bro~he"", Zub~y~', ~. l~wye' on thp "1unici'1"'l cl')'lncil~ \7,[>, electer; its 

rd....,in::;-';"':'~to·(' ('-'l-S:r:F:~, ':"'y 1936, u. 82). Othe.,.. .... .rise, crbd ~l-Jj~mld 

. b B- 1 - , r'l' 1 . -'- -'-1 . t -t''''''''.t. . . '-- , It' 
~ n !"c,~s 11:-: _ s."'lown ~"" e ~~ eres.~ l.~ \~l~T~". ~~!)~ "y r-, S :="IC.'1. l.S 

intens~~inr- th~t, in 1930 in j~lp:ip.~s, 7,he Soeinte de l'hi::;t~ir0 du 

nrot~s~~ntis....,e f'rrn~!"is h~ld ~ c~nvention in celebTr-,~il')n o~ th~ Centen

r-,r:T. ~'T2i",her its mn'''1bn~s no:, ::h"'· _-\lr.r"'''irn C.U1!"'~:::') h..,rl ~ '1'.'[:'2 in'.0res~: 

in on" ··nf'1','ln;o. T}:iCl c01J.ld 'oe c~r.t-"~sted with the l1n~01J.hted interes': 

Vl:--dc;l, on t}:~ "')'r-: of I~l--üc Te~o' 'i2~ r,t le"''''t, J~"'l;:-l ..,1-']1n r'l_ 

Afrr':1-;::n'l, "'J.-::'~'''~'1~d C:\bdŒ ~ni '?~s?1.!ri. -~irlr1 h~1. sr..:m: ~or '~h(' ~ef8""r,:

""'ion. c.':O .. ni';" cor.0r-~!1Fl, it ....... ~y !;,""~e be·~r,r.YUnd .iurtly so, ..... 'er" :ï":.:;'P.T 

ti:"'n ~;:!~sc oL' _Ur"-""i~n :rc>"')"""~i3"'1 ',7::ic:'l '.7i':.n"'s:-:en ., =.0:"'..(1' ,-r: c
- o7ten 

~110"!""'S:-:I'<'. c-:;"1 r in'r:, on ":.h n ""l"'rt of' Ch"ir:';i~ ,it',', to -·.·e r k":1 Isl::e'J""} 

in "-,::~l-. CO') ~:",r. In ~i"" cO'!.'"'1"nt~r~.' TC' th" ".,rn-sc' 'y- ~}-:.l~ ·'_~}-::it.""bi .•• 

C~bd "l_-:r:ir~ ih:1 J;:":::ï" W"'S c'Jn~ir:lp.nt ':h.-,t, i!1 th'" 1')n-:- -un, ':r.r: 

~::ri:')~.ir;~8 ·· .. 0111·: :'nh ....... i~, to +'hn mes-rr:e 0'" "1J.~r"".Y~~d(se'" '>::.EL~~ ••• , 

""ln. 417_4~O:. 
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At 2. ti''18 wh"'n -':he notion th<"t .f...l(l:'e""i~ existed r'S é1. nrtion 

re~~ined frr ~ro~ cle~r in th n ~ind o~ the m~jority of Algeri~ns, 

the refor~is7, '!"1~ve"1ent. of c"'bd 'l-Ermid ibn B~dïs h~d l~ id the 

on~lity rnd he strhred to bri!1g it to its ful1est Y!1.~t:Jrir,y. It 

.·.~:-n""i' .. -~':' ....... 4.', ~ 
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s~m~' -:ÏlTJ.e, the con"trove:rsy which r~r:ed bet1'reen the ~·ssoci:, ti::m 

f' Al . cUI _? ". 
o . .t'. r.:e"~:,n pmF' ~nd the ~eder~t~on des Elus ove'~ the fin~l 

IJi-r.'Œd ibn 3-;:;dis to sn,:,ll out hi!': i(\e~ s on the "fut,ur'" of' the AIg-

eri~n ~nonle. ~is theory on nrtion~lism re~ulted fro~ hiR deter~-

AI"rri~ is not Fr~nc8 
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" ( 
p nroninent ~J.!l::, Farl].!"it Abb!i's, oC)en1y (lu.e8tioned the existence 

"/hich distinr:u.ished him 8.S ~n A1Œ,p:ri!"'n. ~'hp Fr-neh identity 'liVr>S the 

onJ.y sig!lific~nt identi t~.T in JUcreri.." ..-ccording ~o ?lin. ~hp. sooner 

could the'T t..-k:'"' th" ir se~ t ~m0nrr the civil i~ed '1eon1e s o~ the wnr1d. 

Cpbd "'l-Hp:nîd. ibn B~dïs, wnnse entire li fe h!'f; been snent ta rescu"" 

th~ Isl~T'"Iic idp.n t i ty fa'''' the P~r;p.r i!"':l S, w'" s swi Tt ta re tort to the 

1 
• 

1. c~01. ~l-"~,,:rd ibn 3~dIs h~d n'lt .i'ldr8d. i~ nece~~r:ëV ';'J ::1,...ke his 

""?'o~e~~i}n of f~ i:r. in "he !,lr.re~i"'n n-tion. The ~i"''"'t' Ï'-i'"llC é)~ .:....1.
'-·J.!1~""rid, ? ,T'lly 1925, re~d: ",...l-"!'ml·.~rid !;~ 'rrj~ burr,... t,.,c'1-1 li 

""~C~d~'" ~1 "...,....,~ _1 ;-Z~)-l""-l~"''.r'" Dl' s;:;C l'i1,,". f~r~ns~ ~1 ,;; .... ,]",.,..;-t",...,r-; 
.... ' . J -;.,A,._~' __ -~ .,; y'r ~.A. v .- ...... -~_j. ~~ !:_,!.." 

~":i'r~ ;--ï...:- si,r;::-C'ïv""~ t~hrlilbï"vP in:-i,,~dï'ri" ""'-;C:"-;lh..., ~' ..... r"r 

f.~7T~'~ kui.1~ ; ~d \;.~ ~-, !7I'-:~~',,~~1.., k',l'; ~j,~y) - ,;"-v-~' 28' ";1~b~~: .;." 
~ ',. ~ ,_ { ".,. ..,.-. ' • __ • ........ • •• . 1.14 

193/S, i> De~ense, ed. ~:-;~_.,ï!'1 -1- A.":'1,ldï, }-:'-": 'P9::'i8 eri .., 1 r · ... te .... 

'0:" ?2l-!~;:-~ '.'.bb-:<" , 0!'1 r ~ro ".h~ ~o'md~""s o~ ';:--.e ?nd~""': 'Jo. 'le~ :':~'l8, 

ar,c'" ':::n ...... -('~i n::: o~ t:-.e /cs~)ci-·;i,),,: oe' ~")~~:"~_ :;;') 0:-:":.::; ·t ",":.r, 

• r ~ i ·t ~ ..... :- i t·,. 0 _.... l r- ]. - s, r: -; w ~ ,. -~ ... ,.., '] ':" ' - 'J ~ r- t, ::. r'l . ~ --:: tî _ ~ 7 r. :; -;; •.. '. c. F' ; ..l ~ ~ _ ,.~, :! 
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of De Ip colonie vers 1~ province: le jeune Alg~rien, Ppris, 1931, 
,8,nd the editor of the highly cirC1Jl~ted IJ'entente fr'"'nco-musulmr-ne. 
The ~~ticle w~s entitled "En m,.,rge du n~tion~lisme: IF Fr~nce c'est 
moi" ~nd could be su~~prized ~n the following words: " ••• je ne 
mour,~~i nr.s ryour Ip ~~trie ~lp,prienne, n~rceoue cette nptrie n'existe 
nps, Je ne l~i ~ps d~couverte: J~i interro~~ l'histoir~, j'ri inter
roe:e. les vi v.., nt s et le s mort s; nersonne ne m'en fi, n~ rI e ••• _ ' '. pl-l~JnIn 
f'l-"A"11ïldï, once secretr->ry of thl=> Associ.,tion of lür;erif'n cUl~Y!1~'), 
hpd been t~e m~in snokesm:n!?r_C:"'bd ~l~~pmrd ibn B~drs i~ the ~rench 
lp!1gu"'ge. rie brought Farh..,t A:bps' s prtJ.cl'" to the :->ttentJ.on of the 
l..,tter: Cr--bd "'l-If~):lIrl ibn B~drs' s re~ly p'-,ne:"'red in r.l-Shih!'b, April 
1936, ~p. 42-43. rts nertin~nt nr-~ts ~re renroduced here: "h~oopn 
innpnp npcïsh fï wr->spt sP'dpt rl-fr-'w9.2 f''I1:!,i min ,jpmr<- ,j ihFtih:"'. fp, min 
f:wrdr> fi :':.l-dïn il:"' fp:w M fI" r-l-..,khl'?3o ilp frow 2, fi ~l-iqti$pd WF\ 

zadntnp ~l-,,,,yypm lR kulli dh'Plik:"' f:"'y,9.p ,jpdldp rubbpmp kFl,pt pkhtpr 
pl-fpwÇl.;;t ""é'. ashshpduhr> b.,5t:b.:îr cr>lp b!"ly~t r>l-1,!mInr i11p wr hiyl" fpwda 
(11_-tpk~11um bi ism f' l-ummA ••• frffiP" min mutpkpll iYIJ. ~l-yrowm muddp,C:iyrn 
bi rnn!'lhu yum..,ththil ~l-ummp pl-isl"8m1:yyr- fI hpdhihi pl-bilpd Wr> pnnp 
!'ll-k..,limfit f'J_-lf'ti v~oulühp min Cind~ nrfsihi innA!n!:? hiyr kr'limp,t f'1-
U""'lr.lp :"'1-1;1.:"'00 Wr oftwluh::l. wr- Ipw inn..,hum iOtRS::du fi ..,l-opwl Wr> Iflm y.<'l,ju 
b~bp rl-r:huluw WP e>l-isrp-f W!'l o'Plu innpnp lÎlatpknl1pm bi ism pl-f..,r'In 
pl-lrdhi int..,khpbr>n..-: PW bi ism pl-hpy~ ..,l-hÜi npnt:->.ffiJ. ilryhr-> Wr-> bi 
is!'!l r>l- ~~?l:=;CF rl-lrti nr> nü minhp a.w bi ism ..,l-lpdhin~ vushnrikünpn::> 
fi" r-l_rr' Wr'. rol-t~.Ç'kïr Ipm!'kr->np oP'wluhum ~swpb Vla. rr> uhum:"' l~ .-:: 
o:;;l~!. r'l-bp çl min ~l-nU\vwpb ~l-mplJ.~lj~yyïn Wp min :"'1-r! y;n Wp min kib'Fr 
~l-mut"'w~z7.if'în hi h~dhihi "l-bilpd ::>r:nFl ~l-um:r.1:-O ~l-isl:-o....,'IvyP pl-,j~zii
SirJ. vy::> m!' .imr.c ulm Cp 1::> i Ct ib';:;r n..,fsih~ um'-'!" f.,r"'nsïvvr> bi b,r-"ythu Ip 
W~~rn l~n!' illp ..,l-w~t"n rl-Tr.rrnsJ. w.., lr rhpyp Ipj~ ill::> f'l-indim~j 
~l_f'iClï ~l-t~m .pï fprr.nsp, WP l~ rT'!1r'l lr>h," T~ t:"boJ.o h~d[Ühi r>l-rr.p;~}J~:,,: 
i Il.., pi "ln tr'I'ludd ff'T.,ns~ y..,d.,h p bi kull Sll~tn fp tplgJu ,j .'"'TTlI C m" VUhaw
wil dunp t"}lCll.O h;:dh!' rl-indim?>,j pl-t?"!!l brl l!'lopd dp.la. .,br:d ~l-nU\~~ 
.,l-n"'bihïn il1n~hll f:-ottl'!sh., c!'n .,l-n.,wmI ::> .,1- pz~5irïi Ir> fi buf-un pl
t~rikl: f~ l~~ v.,jdr~h!' min rth=t w., f:-ottpsh~ ~nhp fT .,l-h~lp .,1-h~1ir:"' 
f"l l"lm y:-ojt}~:-OT l:,r.~ ~~ kh~brT VT., "k~-nr:"'n .,shr~Cl.,t C~l~yfli "n',"=-T .,1-
t~!1.,11J. .f'~ idnn bJhi y"$ïQ frr~ns., hiv~ ~n" hrOClf"!-; inn~ kull., shryJ 
v"r":"'o! ~r h~rlh., .,l_CP.'l.,...., w~ v~t.., pVTV1~T f"ttr. r'-tp PVTWuf fI'" bi il-~!'!ls 
k;;-n" Y~'o-=lu rJ;.id kib=r ~1-~1l'tP9., .. 'wifïn f.,'tpsllt'J ,l.,~,1hi y~ ~'l~ü wP,jf'dtu 
rn"" rl~?'<:: ',7r ~l-v~,W!TI v"'nülu .,l-mut,,§pwwif IT .,l-siy~sp f.,tpshtu cplvki 
v~ ~~::-,~ns~ ,'r~j~dtu rUb"! in"" f~"~ns"." inn::>!'!'l~ h'l.m 'Il'lkhtiJün yu:rW'.'!irün., 
..,J.-'l'"'1'lr bi r- .,~r::-,r si}"',,'::ih~ f.,}:QT. fr w""di ':1" ~1-'1"1!l1'" fi ',7~di. •• l~ y:-o 
s""d~:i n<-:.nu n~tpk"l::-om bi ism nism t..,;:ï:'71 :'!lin r.1_ur,'l.""'r b~l nrdd~(I rnnr!1~ 
nf'L,rk~:,~ ~i is~ .,,,..~:lrhiYr~ "l-ur 'l"1r fp n~oul l' k 11!:l w.., li kull r.~n vurlrl 
"'-~"kT'1-""'in 1'~;~'~i""i..,1 n~'iiv:=l 1:::" ·'1!:l"':'1~i~i";nrn<' Vl-:- 1;:- .. ~tik~11"'!'1lln..- bi 
'i~~i~~ ~ ••. ; l.,uL::i"':":bi"'~~· C~n s"""lCll~i~.., v~: ·i;s~In;-rnn"'n; n~i;.. ù- f"~t~'3:-'~" 
~Ü:.1'_l; ~l~t;;ik; ri ::l:";f"l~~" ,1~h~9.ir~ w~ ;:.j"èn",' rl-u"'T.1~ ~'1_~r7.,5!~~ 
l'r'''' ~ ~ - :::: l S - i "":.., ""!'J t ..,k"'W',7 i!1~ ~"'w!~~ld., k", M~ ~: .,k- ".'1Wf':1 ~ ':. ku 11.., U':1":.1 i --=.1-( -:'J_ ' ~, 
Off., 1; >',.r;'-;"; ,1 '1"''''''' ''-l';'''';k>,,u,,.,.,l --"~i~ ni ;~l';:)!l ~'-~("'~' .,,~ 1'-"" ., _""'- ... '\"A . .• __ .10. -. __ .~ 'J' .... ...... â~ • -".. __ .... _ 1 _ __ ... ..... 1 ... 

-~>.,-;.,"- .• ---., ~l r;Ir.r·~·" ï1~ ~, ~·J'··-~"i~·r~r~ -~ l~-r~ ·.:'!~n~f"'-:lJ:_r '1-k":~1~ ',',!~ 

~;~!]>~:~r ·7.,-i.,,,:,.5t~·1·"'~ ai::' rt·;.~ ;"i~ ~,crr.---~~ c~'::lï"'- !-'",11~~' ~u! r~" _i i 
• '... 1 t:. 1 ....... .. • .... • ... •• .. • "c ..... .. ... , . ~')4'" _ .. ." _ 

-l-·l'~~- _": -,i-~~~1~~- ":-i~:~~.~~_s""~ :-_i~,:"" ~;:~;1:;P. -,7'" 2.:- -r~;.·--:L~:-• ... 
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'he deb-te 8ve~ the existenc~ v~rsus the nan-existe,:ce of ~n 

.."nd its rel~tion to }ü"tory. The ~v11J,és ~"'Too,chéd th"" nrob:eY'1. of 

n-tion~lit~with the notion in mind thrt A1~8~i~ w~s ~oun~ by 

which the Y)~or'lin'3nt "t1~ench sc::101 ~ ~s 07' th.- i ~ t iY'1.e h . ..,d borTowed 

-<'Tom ~,r. de G:r-~r')nt's writiilgs"of' the !'!1iddle oi' the nineto.ent:". 

t.,0ïn· f'~'~-ns'" Yl~ 1; ~',~id ,-n t"~~:,~-:...~r~ns'" w,- 10;;- ';,-str,t-ïc.. ~n 

",'"1:''' f'-:",rr.-" l~w -rf:r:l""t!.q"1_)liy~ 'l""'m~ b~Cld.., C~n f.,.r"'ns,- kul1r-

'-l_bllCd ~î l·,_~:~,-tih" w" ft" -k::l~nih"" w~ f1 C'J:1!3'.l:"'ih~ w- f"'t d"tr:lih~ 

w'" 1::;- nu::Id 8!l :l~t"'d~m'"'l-!i 'VrP l.,h.'" w..,t-!1 !!l.-bdlld mutr>"v~n ;l'J".,'" 21-w~t~n 

::,,1-i-::o:::;51.r1 bi b'ldfldihi ,-l-P"'li',,- -l_l"'1f'(rijf'~". This' 'K-limr- sr-rTh~", 

,-s th~ "'TL.icl n h', ' .... bd .,.l-l~~"1iri. ihn .D~rHs w-s ,..·n .... it~ed, hr:rj bP.~1 ~;J.d 

re~-in~d ~i~ cle'-~edt s~~~e!'!1~nt O~ Al~eri"'n nrtion~li~y. 7a-~:t Ab ~s 

h..-,d, "1e-:m::i~.r>, cî!1ceded !:i:-: p~"or, in 2"'" :!)e~ense, 26 Avril 1J36. :'i3 

')",'rn id,:",:::; "1:1 t~'3 y-Iu of ~~"ir!1i·~tion we:,e ~r,.r:'lr:,-" ~~ir:; :'vJ.i~ir'd. 

:~is "'ssoci-·":,ior. with S. ibn J .... llü1, ':h r . ....,rpsi·'en: of' th ?'?d0~- :'ion 

r:,",r-o ~'::'llS, è.~t,:ri"):",-:~è. _~L~~ ':Ï1 .... S~co;-.d A:r-p:,i~n"us-:"iM C:)!'V'''Te::;s. ~:is 

f:,iends:.i"'l with L.~bd ~l_.i:--:ïd ibn 3::cJls r-~pw n':T"n;:-nr. -::i3 ~r:'r> r,~",-:_ 

bi~;r-r"''''l:l~', L", ~:-ti~ cOl"'ni'''"le, pr~is, 1:1151, d~,:~:ions ,:r..r ~",ol·1·.i-;n 

~r ~i~ ")~n ide",g fro-: the ur~~ ~o- ~s i~ilrtion :.i": t~e ~~~~--in··i~n 

:0 b,in~ t:-:-., inrle....,en-:e.,:ce o4"·'.lr-p:i~ ~bo·;t by -~") ~e 'J~ -r-:~. '::.i3 

c!:.~..,tr>r -.. :i~l dp:,;c,ibe :·."'\W ~:--."" ir;e"s ,,~ (-b-i '1-=.:---1'; ib--: 3~':ï:-: "):1 

":"." Alre--i-!1 ~"'r3"\n-li':" ";,;,,i:~ !':-v", c,J:;~-ib~lt.:.-'l ','J c~-rr,:,· ',::r, Î~'3'''', 

-:-~~:,i:'~ a~ ~~~e:,irns :'0 ti~ 'wn "'~~i:i~!1. 
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ession of the Turks ~nd to shp.re the bounties of civiliz~tion ,vith 

them. The Evolués, whose li ttle knovJledge of their own Isl~mic p~st 

m"de them most inclined to pdont such French views, c~uld not compr-

ehend the determin'"'tion of m~ny AlfJ:"'rirns to nre~erye th,t heritr-ge 

2 

wnich chprrcterized their own b~ckw"'rdness 

2. The view publiciz9d by L'entente ever since its founde,tion, in 

1934, h~d fundament~11y not been different from thpt which el-MisbRh, 

ed. Fékpr La.rbi, Orpn, 1904- , Le Musulmen, ed. Spdek Denden, Const

p.ntine, 1909- , La voix indigène, ed. Rabbi Zén~ti, Constp.ntine, 1929- • 

and other less imnortpnt newsupuers held over the futl,re of Al~eria. 

AssimilR.tion to Frpnce hpd been- seen by these French-educ~ted evolués 

(the term was coined for them by the French and rep.dily l'J,cceuted by 

these Algerü:ns) 8.S the only "Jlpusible solut~on to their problems. It 

is so thpt, in 1912, the Mpnifeste jeune Algerien drp.fted by Khelil 

Kaïd Laïoun read: "LB jeunpsse musulmpne instruite np. sé'it que fpire 

de son i~struction ••• elle np.tpuge dpns 1~ civilis~tion. Pas d'emnlois 

~ ésuêrer, ni même voix écoutee au ch:-:pitre uour dire son mot, même 

d2ns les ~ffpires 10cr-les, même dans les choses exclusivement indigênes. 

CP. n~!'lt pp s Ir soif d' égr> ~ i té théo:;-iq 1t P , ~i lég~ time so i t-el1e , nui nous 

~ f~it u prler, ~ris l'imue~ieuse neces!'lite de de~enr!re nos inter~ts 

m:-'té-·ieJ.s les "11us n .... es:--rnts, les "11us ir.'1.mp.dipts". A delegr-tion l"d 

bv Dr. ~F!nthr>ni tr~velled to P~ris, on 18 June 1912, to uresent the 

p;'rievir-lnces o-r the Jeunes Algé-iens to the Government. At thp eve of 

the wpr, this deleg~tion re-p.ffir~ed its lov~lty to Frr'nce pnd exnress

ed its des ire to se~ the l~ws on the stptus o-r the Al'p~ipns rernGv~d 

sa :h~t CO!!lnlete ~!F',i~il~tion be ,.,chieved. See C-::. Age~on, Les Algé

riens ~,rllS1Jl:n~::s P.t 1p 4'r.,nce (1871-1~19), ppris~ 1:;69, II, np • 1030-· 

Also, ~. ~uyssen, Le cod" de Itindi~en~t en Al~e~ie, P~~is, 1308. In 

1919, rp-ro~;'1E we~e i!1t~ d11ced by the l ibe~'" 1 GoYe:·no~-Genn .... .., l J9nnr- rt: 

t!:e door tO':7~~ds ps~i...,il--:ion w~s \:'i-:enpd ~l1~ther. To ti1e :::VO~'..lr.s, tLr;'S~ 

~~-ro~!':' we .... p. .iudf':t>d insu~~icie!1t. As eX"1res-ed Cheri ~ Bt>nh,bvlps' ': 

:.' Al~6::--i~ ~r~n~~i?e ~!1.r "1~!' un i diP':êne, Alr;ir:~s, 1')14, the EV01u:'g 

'7:ere sti"~ ~i::oc;imi!'.-:ed ~:-~in"':, in ~"'}it~ ,f n-",'1!'-li2'tio.~ :-n': e~<

O·r.;t"'~t in :!"_e '}~'Ve~·:-;~;v·r.t. In ')~de" to ")ro~,...t"" '::-.ei~ c-se, ':.:.p., :-.:"-: 

SOl.lp:~t: 7..~ ~-., 1~, :r~e ~.~~i-p .t~l""~-i"'n ....,')'~.l::,-:i'1!'! è~~' ir. r.! :':.":':.. ?r .. ~·' ~~~r!-!"~r.:: 

.. .....,'" ~-~ • ...,~>" ... o-r ~c"l'''n Ci·il·'l·S-""'l·cè -r ..... ~ ... ,c-l''''e r--'""" pco""'"" ... " .. ..: r,'l ··'ro 

l. _. ~. r~ . , .• r:: .., ..' ....1 _ __ ..; ~ ......1.. ~ . ..~. .... ..- L.J J 'J oJ.~ • ~ • •. __ ~ ..... i 

t~·~o~~ie~ w~~ic',,": "''?n~ ·10 i.".': ic~t~ t:--.-": !-.. ~.~ 71"~ ?:-!'"l~~t s ~YOi:",:~" -:-,. '"!··~cr. .. ·!': 

i~ J ... lr-n-"'i-. '~h'":~1? ~~-.~""'-ip.s :r .. ~~ b~nn r-~,..r·,nd ";J:n "' .. :-... C::: ~r-~!:r-,"''''-=.~·r or ~c'?"'"''':.'?'; 
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enriched by the contributions of seve~~l i~~ortrnt hi2toric~1 ess~ys 

v.7jüch ~1J. '.'rent to sh:)'W :'h..,t, rl t,hQ1J.gh in ['. st~te of dec~dence r-,t 

the eve of the F-~nch connupst, thp Al~e-i~ns were npvertheless 

not i:! ~n'7 ',r"'v in the strte of b~rbrori fV'so"':le Algeri~ns nr:;fessed 

1;iop "';~J.J..::..r~u...:"_ (1516-18?9J., P"'ris, 1887, :hr>t this ·'·r.->s ~ ~e,;"iod of" 

overt ex:)loi~~r'f;ion of the "rJeonl-s of" Alp:e~irl by thpir m' sters. :<'r

~;-:ce encounteredo'"'rb~ ri +,y l.lUOn 1 ~ dL'!',: in i·iorth Af'ric~ "nel. sur;ht 

t 0 orrdic ~ te i t. Th.is view '"T~ s bein" p:re~tly eV"bo:-r ted ~ t t:r..e eve 

of' the C' nten~r'T. E.1<'. Gplltier of the Universi tv of AI Gir.::"s h..,d 

:)-nn~~~d ~is ~'~voJ.u~ion de l'A'~~~ie de 1830 ~ 1930 fo~ the occ

:->sion. /QJ"e-'i~ ~ros'îered ~s n re!".ult o.e' "':'.,..,ench r:ove""f1.r1en:;. "':'he 

hv:)o:~;.,,,:,si~ 0.(' /,lC"'r>"irn inderyenr:ence i:o L,conceiv~ble ••• Alr:r'''ir 

h r ,: n"ve'1 be'-'n i!'ïde'endent ••• ", see :J. Gord"ln, r11e P"ssin!" ••• , "1. 

18. f:.nÎ ... .' .. ~·~· 7renc> sen')]";-, A. 3e""n~-d th'"' hi~:'t-·Tir·n fro'11 1:!-:e SO~

brnnc:, :::.~." c n"'i "~'-'r:l, in ~he y lU!"1'" on Al.r.-p-i r -:'::ÜCfl :î r \ï:;o-l~e Tor 

G. ';rn"lt-'J.x, :::ï~":oi~e de,,: coloni,....·~ f'r-nc:->ises et de l'ex"')::> sion 2-i: 

1~ 1:':;, nce d~ns le ~Jnrle, P--i:::, 1)31: "the AIC"'e"i-ns "';':,,;e Go~e 

i':~'ls":rv, i:: 1230, ~"8 "1i~'-c" nT' de""'!~~:der: 'E'rencfl SO>100',S -nel elpsirr: 

:() hl~r.~ t:,~-:~0;7PS TI'it:-. us", ibid., "'). 20. :'he °di:-,"):;i<. of ',:--.' 

"'i"st i:-:-llC" 0: I,~ "'Toix indig~ne ecn.,ed s1lc/) ide~s: "~~o';s n-=: c,..~in' .:)1::3 

------ - , 
")-s i'n):"')"i",r:: l'~xi'"' ~ "uiv-nt: l'Alrw,i r , rl.o~.:t..-S:"'::::P?}J"::_~T:[.~:J.5_e ••• 

Aux I~~,iO"~;;'-'s, r:n'l'! rl.i~o!1!" ri~·'.r':, ~ Ir ,?:,~ ~e ~'!t:>C c()n.l'i~,~ce, r:e ,,!.nG-
, , 

niT ~ rd" : .r.-~ :: i (" f" ~ - '. ç ., i ::; p t d '? S ~ n p: - 0 P T' T' C S ~ l .. l -~ P!; ~ ri r n::J :!. ~ ~T "", i ç. "'1 r) d -

"'~nn ,',u"'- -::'u"'o;,~"'n~ n"lU- """''',)'''''T'~,onr''''''''"'ns un '1 ""'J ;,lu:·- d''''s''')''i- dt:> 
,_ • a'" ..... ~ • '" • ,. ,. • _ ... J , . • .J .... .. -.- ~ 

~-~~i=i"'"'·",i:"):-:, rl'? 5'1-ti~e"~ ltir.-r~:' ,:!.e CO'l'" ""l r; :p.:: ~1~·~Jr .. ~·~ .. :-_t;~0 "); .. " 

':~S""'-"'''' i~ i- ~:i-- .... o~.··!)lo~--:p .. t li o ;: ~ ,...·~JX". ~. Zc,~, ~~i, ~ r. r'l.L..··_r~ 1· ..... ,: .... ~'n 

l:! ~, "; .. ' .... __ ~ ~4-,~' n- :o--:i··.~ ~4flr;~'l~"'" •.• .'~~ .. ~-.- ... , -.:-... -. "ri~ 2.r~;·tr. ~;-."'I"",;:' ~.;: 

~~";,~7:~,~·,'i-'.;l~r=::~~c~~n';:c ~:,~~=,r;~,.~;~:;~:,~~~ .. ~ ~~:~' ~~~,:;~~~,~fr; t ~~ ;:,~~;.~'~~~ r, 

....... :.. r.. ~ ,- - .... , .. ~ - ::.. : ~.' , - ~ l .. ".~. - - i ~ : -.'- ... ,... .. 1: .. ~ r. ,... ,-.. 'r"' r. :.....;. ~... ~. i 7 ~ ,.. : -:. r- ...... '"" .,.,.. ri 

:'" r- . ~ i 
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theil' ')wn foref~the"'s -:0 be in. They h,.,(: di-"'fe:renti~ter1 between 

b~:"b"'rit" ~nd dec~dence ~nd indic~teà th~t, wl1ile dec~dence hr-d 

beco!Tle r> fe--tuY'e the ;!üslims "!ould h~ve to contend vrith, b~r1YY'ity, 

an the othe- hrnd, w,.,s er~dic~ted once ~nd ~or ~11 ~O'" the Believers 

3 
• 

3. The :T'oll? which ~l-Bpshîr 9~f::>rr hp.d -ryl~yed in the se,.,rc,1., on 
the ry"'Y't of Horth Afric~ns, foY' thcir own histoY'y begins to ,.,ttr-
~ct the ~tte'-: ion of th"" sC!lol~rs of' the ?:l~r:hrib tOdr>y. This role 
hr-d be~n c'Jnnected with the Kh~ldünr:YYA <'nd ","s being influenced, 
no doubt, by ibn IC'1,.,J.r:ün, whose Hi8~ory of the Be:--be"'s re'Presented 
tho SOIR m~jor study of th~t ","'ep. The hi~toricrl curiosity of l"te 
nineteenth ~nd e,~rly : .... !enticth century ?,'!:'-'gh:ribïs is to be tied to 
thei~ aw~ ~wpreness of' the dec,.,dence of No~th Africp. rl-Brs~rr . 
$r-ff'r:--' s ?:if't?J;t rl-T~!'ikh, vrhicr! l did not cans1Ü t ,.,n" "'hich is ment
ion~d in ~l--~lntraid, 8 October 1925, n. l, f'~ne~:rs to h-ve l~id the 
tone for histori~ns to come. The nu"''""tions t:":is "cork seem" ta h~ve 
r~i!"ed h~d C,~1')~~u-1ed tho im"'~inp"tion of sever~l Alr:""-"'i~;:s who h~d been 
pssoci.-,ted vritr_ rl-Shi::~. Their contrib1Jtion re~ulted in th", ~s~ert
ion thrt the hist0ries of Alf':"'''i~ ... rhicr_ h~d been i'ITit~·.en by the '?rp' ch 
were bi~:3er1. "?or in2"~~nce, b0th ~.~ub-;:::rpk "'l-?:rli's T;-rikh rl-.J::"z~"ïr 
fi ~l_nrdr."î w,., rl-C~dïth, Constrnt.ine, V. l in 1)28 ...,nè V. II in 1932, 
"':11 7,.,w-l"'to ~l_''f"~è.·~nl.' s }:iU'b ,.,l-Jpz;5'")"Ir, Alr:i r rs, 1932, h'"'d pane to 
S!l0W thrt; l~np bef'orn Lh'" comin~ o~ the ~-enc~ in 1830, A1~e~ir h~d 
e- isted ..,n- h..,d hrd i"',!'; 0vrn r:re~tness. -J.-Shi!l~ riren this o"'linion 
~t,her: i t r~f'e~ed '1:0 'l:he connex w01"ks o~ ~.h0 ?nnisi.,n CUth."!1;7':: - l._:r:rc'?>k, 
B-l~P:f'_..,t "'l_cA"'~b ~ï" ~l-J~z;:;:JTr, Tünis, 1325, rnri :,:llc ;r7, ~l-t~~ikh ~1-
t~!'1 IT ~l-.i~z::;St,.., :"ü:ïis, 1)25 (in the è.rry 1:'126 i"S1.l'", "). 4) ~r.d ",hr: 
~'):;k of' tee :,~O!'OCcrn '''r'd "'l-~-Ipn;;n ibn Z~v(;~n, Ithr.f ..,cl~""'1 -l-n~s, 
·:ib;:;t, :r. l in 1929 "':;r; V. II in 1930, -··:-lich c"m~r-ns :!lf.> ::i:--t'}Y'~r é)f" 

v,ps':~:;!1 t.'.--ri'"' (in ":.}-~'" ---!'ch 1331 i"S"P, .,. 136). '~h-se :TO:;k3~-n 
:-,e cJ.-s-ified!SB :;p" '~-:fl"i:-."" ~.o th'" S::>l..,-I"ï sc~:.,')::.. 0~ ::_i::; .... ·:"'iljF";~...,::-.·· i!1 
·:-~t "':1"'". -tt:;ib"lt"d .... ::- ci~.Ti'-i~-t.i'Jn o~ :~'J:;t,h :~f:;i~~ ~o I3~.~·~ -ns 
i".~ -J~C--ll'>;:"''ë':O "',;-'.co :'le~~"''''.'l-~ on ':h- "'--": o~ i~:-; i:1-hi"~~':~" ~;'J-. 

-"'H\ -r.r:r,~" ')'" -f"o~ ir-i.,n. 7ne i;:-:~li~- -:i0ns 0'" "',' i~ 'ti--:' ')r ··i~", ~" ~r~--._ 

'-i:"". ~'J ... -('1 :","'.')77:. i=-:-s.,.....'J~:-_ r-~ 4.:-:e~' ... ....,.;1..": '"r-". ,,:,".--.2."":.~~: ""'J ?"-rn~ .• .. : ... -r·-i, 
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of' th'"' AlfJ"eT'i~n n"tion. "!lhen th'" "'renc~ l""nrl.ed in J\lp;eri., in 1830, 

4 

'.: 

--------_. ---- -----

4. The ....,i~ .. 'l:___'" ooC' ;.l,""n"i-n 8o~i.-t" '"'ld! ?1~v'? ~"")"'~:,'?rl !'::___i"", -n< i:~rl,",n'.'. 

i" ";id '0 'ine '-bd -l-~'-~ïd ·J-Th·~r "'::'l ',,;,-:-,o~"', In "2il~d (--:-'-bl'r'~' 

~-""""_r'l'~ .1";',-_ -1_ c """Jb':' ( -1 ~n1"h~ "-.,1 ':Z7 ..., 1:Z7, ~.'1~' ..... "_-l-
, .,' _. _ ,4. ,_ - 'h _ • " U" __ '.) , • .j ,._ 

9-('0 -nn- -1-(uri'ib- ',"- -l-i--l--' ~;o;t~ rI -l_-nr'-l'l, >i -1_:;···.1' '.'T- , 

oC'! ,1 _""', .. ' r-',-,~ ib r - l' -1 n - -,., .. ,." - 'r - (1':; i',;:n l' .. - h ~ - n l' 1; -;;-l;--n- ~-"----"'-;-:::':'-;;:~~-; :., ï -1-::':-:-
~=----=~';';';-~-:=-~";;"'_--=--=~";";';"~":...:-'~ "I

~". 'f '.. -, r '. ~.'.' _.... J,' •• 

hi l'l;~F:.i 7:- -:-,,,,!ç~·'i~i". t_"':y: -1-:":--1 ïhr: .;j;:-·:!S fyr' "i')'r>~t:-r "':;",+,-

(\~"",n~ ,:"'~i"" ·.~it;v,. !;: -:'-S~ .. i::~h, -:"t("\b~'l.'- ":,, .. , 1932, "'"'. 5: '...,", > .. t:) :--.:.' ,~. :-,-, .... ;'""; ·4-~r·"~ 

4o.!-:'t, ~ir:ro,.. l~;:; -r.'; i:~ -.....,i":.~ 0·'" i r: n .... ·.:-.. : '?~~o~ ... ":r; 'ln "'::r ~·-t 'J''''' ':~~" 

G'Jv'n· .. ::--:-:t "f) i'" u"e ··h·- !.l-,..·· .... i·; .. ~: ~-. tc~Q···- ;."··'l-"-:_i'7'--(~, ~'-.~_'t.~ 4.~ .. ~, .. ./ 

i-:--:i--i':'·-2.:: ')'t'.: :>r - ...,~--:":-' iar. Or "ix: ~,i"" - i')~"l"~i-J: ;',' ':, :î':nr,,:, 

~nr.·~n"" -~_~i~ ~(-~ ir-ia!"': (i4-, .... ·i-~ hr. ..... r.~' ~-j_ -) .,;,-~~ ·.;:r C.'!. ',_ 
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Afric~ h~d, in f~ct, m~de the existenne of n~ti0nhQod ryossible for 

the inh ... bit!""lnts of the mi dIe H~f,hrib. I::1deed, before tbis inY~s-

i::m, the Berbers ....:1:.0 h~d f'~ll~n ryrey to :r:1~nv fOY'eign' conC'11lerors 

5 

Consul t~ o~ 1865 ~n' the Lm'T of 1919, f'..lgr.ri:;n~ h~d ta ~b"don t:~eir 

ry""rs')n~l. 'fusJ.i:rl S:...,t'lS, see J-P. Chr-rn"y, L" vie T'l'J.sulmr-",:e ••• , '1. 256). 

As e~rl~T~s 23 !'UgUS'~ 1925, ~l-"::unt~("!id h".:l nuoted ""'ub"'r~k pI-':Tlï 

..,s ..,.&'f'i~?:1i:v'" th..-t Alp"eri~ w~e ...,t the eye of' its rr-f1~iss...,nce. This '.'!-e 

rr;n~~ted b" Cbd ~1-Y""'"'11r'lc ibn :Spd,ïs in -l-Sh·.·:::1), Anril 1932, "'. 223. 

Th'~o s'I,,,,,l-1, +h~'Y'ef'o'ro bp no f'p'='r !'h~'" /"""e-"1.'-· cp:"'sP to 1"-"1.'",.1-

., _...J/-...i.J.. ..... ,.. '1' ,# _ j' U .. '~~ U ~' .. J ...... ' JJe 

5.T:'1p. Tale 0'" Isl~"'1 in Ar~bi"', in th~ s~v",nt':-, c~'nt,urv, h,d c,ntUTcd 

':r..~. ",,'·.t~!1ti.'m of c ... bd pl-l:~:'!ïd ihn ~.;:;dïs. 7h~ st..,"'.e of' j~:~ilD,v'- 0.(' 

tl'~"" '1,.,... •. -'0:: "'",,,, 0!1"pd t. n-t1.·on .. ,.~~s c'Y"_-!-or1 b" , "uh-,....,.."...,r1 (k~ .. .,Tr"'n.., r"""u-l 
~_,: I __ .j'J .) ,-,_\.0._ • _ ... J • .. ,!. _ ........... .J,.,.. ... '-"- ... \_ • 

..., 1- in"" ;:;;'l l""r' ''',... r,- .i'ü r l-r"'w:ïr~,Vp .., 1- c ... r" b!"v", lJmT1~· t, ~hu h"()h" -1- t ~ k·~~.1 

"1 ....,u·-k~...., ~j_c-·zï"" m.., ""''''':i:i..,h'''hr- li t~Clt'7'J~ li -1-i81~,..., w.., .-l-b~'3h-rry',.., 

bi-~Ù-:~ik~. :l_C.êr:~'~.·"l~!(ïIl· f."l-~ 'ruk ... ··.'winh~ li ~~~:~-t,~'.7P~· ..,l-~m~: 
~_ l~kln 11. ë, r nCl1.d:'"J'.'l"'1 ".11:1 _~:ü:t.::.L -:l-~u2.~_wl1.'J"Z~'1._b l 1 "':'l._~l-q-rf1, f:""0:'1 

"--ll~;,-"""""'1'" ""'-"~1 ~}._~~"'!'·"lï'ryr>", "'~.-S~-:.i:--:''?<b, ~~""~T 1.":36, î. lU7) -::f1r-t ~7')')Jrl 

:~~' r~';8 CD.'" -b01l t. oi::"-_'3:""Wi~~. Cdv:l ~1-?:~:"'1id ibn 3~rj'I'" J.ikA:"!r->rj .... h'; .4.:::

"'he h~~~-~ t~0 P-~n~ t ~n the 3~rbore b~~0T~ Isl~-. Tha~c "'~'~'~8 r~s

i,..'-~d ~i~ri"i7,--!-.i"'n - .n n~·.i~nh "1d f',-- "'l-n'T c"'r.':·l'i~s 'ln-+;iJ. -+;11': r'r-)="'. 

b ..... · .. if'l"!:..': -;".,,: 4.,fl n ~~l.~:~_",~~:;,-:r-~ ;'}-inci....,~~!'3 '""I.rt ~ t'· ~ivi:i?..-~i ~ '"'!l'; n..-",

i n>-"d t .I-'-';,,,.~. ("-b0 ~'!.-~~~~i~ ibn '3~';ï::;'s ~'l:,,~J, f')r ::i~~. -ic"l r;~:~ 

~,..: ~~L.~-""":i'"1~rl r-:, . i:- --;rY1 lin:i~~~ ~b.i~c~i"':.r~~. ~:p }-:..-, ::r.~~~",r-.,.:, in ; 

-::r.i--::O,·\""-il. 1934, '"'l. 2 ~, ":}-~~ .... -;...,.,'Ji.,,")-!j')11!':rlp~; r:-", ';~!1- ~:'l-:"'n ')-;:;

.. ~.~ :--_ ... ~ -,r :)t~.n~,:' •. ~ "'-C'1{'J' ~·,·.n .. \7""r-S:-: ":'.l---in- ~:~r.i-" J~~-_i"'!"r",r. ~-, -:--r·~ir~,'"; 

'1 ..... n -"·l't~-'k "J-~l~r -!":'" '~-;;~f"'t _l_'rr"'''~'~!. i·! :-'"':'7: -~, 4~r~r. ~;-;t,'" ' . 

• ,.. ,., ...... j ~. '" r. :- i ~. :. ~': !. r. '": • 
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The Isl~miz~tion ')f the .tùp:e:ri~n Berbers nr;)virled them wi th the 

b~sis f')r relir:i"us ~nd 1inVlistic unity. Thei:r nolitic.-,l unit y 

nRcess~':riJ.y f'olllYTerl. It 'rs gr,...du~lly ~chieved by the successive 

which dif.,<"eren t Ü" ted i t fr,'"')m np.ighbourinr: TUi!isin ~nd T.T"r-'cc'J. It 

is this n~tion • ... ,rhic!1 h~ f,.-'llen to Fr~nce in 1830. It is t11.is n··ti0n 

W}l ich 11..., s been strur::gl inr: f~r i t s ~utonoT!1y ~Yer since 1830. It s 

1'11. r ., )'.·!,"'d '~:"cRir n"""'\'"' :,,..., the ~o!TI~n!" '''ho h~d f'.-.ilpn. to sec ~,n~r si("ns a:' 
civiliz~-:ia!"2 in ~Ï1.e""1. 'rhen c,...~C' Isl':"m. The Berbp:s ... ;': .. ~ hd ~l':7r"S O"0D-
0:o;e"': :,'1~i~' (:'ncuero::s, f',...,", the -l''i::''t ';i:.!'" ':relc...,"d ':1':e Ar"bs. ~1-S1!i::::O 

r'Joted Gu, .... ,~ve LeB"m: "1~'''i vrC.rif' "-1-t~rik.1L f~ti4~" ~""b"'''1 T'li·"', ~~_Cr~b 
li ""nn~fPt""1 f'~t·-';q.ù f~~C };.id~,,~ 1- f'rtb is:icM:<"':r:("-V 1'36, ....,.1(7). ~~pi~h
p~ ~l-"ïlï n;: ~l-':.,d'"'nl };'~(l ;-:,...·ntiÎn~d ":he re6ist~nce of the Y.~hin~ , .. (~ic:"' 
l~st,:,d u:~~il 701. '"""ba ~l-E~"""ïd ibn B~èï'~ :eDr·~",pd ":.hei: vievr t,h"t ",he 
3p:-bers .i~i!1"',è. h~nd'" ;'li ':'! .... ~h'" Ar~bs in :he C.,nr:1lp.2t 0'" o:;")~ in: "innn 
"'bn==-' ~r~:"9 w" pbn~') ~:::-7icr r:~dd .1r~~C., b~vn~huP1 r1_isl~...., MU ;dh~ctC. 
t!"'lSh:-;:-t n~!'n :::n m""!" d"h~t ":.i1k~ rl-"'Jrün ':~J.Y1'l~·zzi mr b~vn"l-:'ll!!l rI ~ 1-
shidd." ',7- ~ 1-~-k':'!'" vr r ":1] ~ IIi f h~'rn ~ hum fi ~ 1- r sr~ ',·.T~ ~ I-v"- ~ï: ' .. !~ 
~"l""T""};;';id:r'l~ "'r -l-s~:!,~j w~ ~1_r1~:!,?':S ~":t~ k..,vr .... ~n~t ~in' '1:71 mu ..... è:-.u "';':r,~b 
b-'rd., Cun"'ur~n ""!'ls1i:"'1~n ~z; Trr ~n u1"'t"':':u:~1.1 -l_i~z-; ï.,.. w- ~'-1T::ll ~1-
T~'1~", sel" ""l-ShP::::O, i;""'b;-,.1"""'" 1J36, "0. t)C5. ~br: rl_:.:.~·:-~1>: ib[: 3~';ïs 
-nn. ::i~ L' .. ~ ... -~7e~s 7re-e .... e.r l1 tü'1l"; ~h~ c::r:-p'e~ :'l~è.~ by s~',"":,-l ~1J:")~e~ns 

t:,-t th~ 3-"'b~:"s h~è bl"°n conrue:"i ~n~~ "X"lli":orj b~, "!1'" /.:-' 02. In " 
:7~1 ·1-i3}.~:": -:u~t~C .. '1i-", <.-S!:i!~~b, "~:-~:r_ l ',).J, 'le J ~7t <-b'; . l_~""ir: 
ibn ?~'Ts c')-"~:-"'d ",!:" Ar~b in7~~il)r: ;r "hr. "~r-:-.:-ih to tÎ'Y ~:l~~;"ir.:'r: 
in·l~sion 0f ;··r.1· ... ··~ic".. I~ ~~,. .t-")~ ... "'""':Dr, ~f:.r: ir~-·.i:~r.~: -'; ... ~·;:'l.., ~ ~~i-;!':~ ..• ~ .... t: 

~i'lilizf',.;. -::' ~p.c~-.,.., 'l~1:tne .. s in rI: ""'1<- .-:-~ C~ -r)~ i~ns "--:.i ~ e, i,;-. . .. e 
, ~', '~e:!'t 
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'f nat ional traits were besed on Isl ?"m. Li t tle did i t share wi th the 

6 
national traits of Fre~ce • 

6. Algeria's histor,y could be tr?ced to the beginning of the rabd al

Wadid dynasty, in the thirteenth century, a1though the city of Algiers 

itself WaS erected by Bulûjjln al-ZYrT three centuries earlier on the 

locr.tion of the is1ands (jazà~Ir) which we:e sett1ed by the Banu Muz

gharna (see Description de l'Afrigue septentrionale d'el Bekri, Abü 

~Ub~d a1-Bakr~'s Kitijb al-Maghrib, trad. de Slane, Paris, 1913, p. 156). 

The actu!:t1 Algerian entity resu1ted, mepnwhile, when Baba. Orui moved 

his capital from JYja,l to Algiers (the Angire, .AJ.gire, Argier, Argela 

and Argel for 16th and l7th century Europe?n historiograP~). From 1516 

ti1l 1830, Algeria received the shape we know it to have today. TawfIq 

a1-MadanI had delved into that period in Mu4ruDmad CUthmin B§she, Bal 

al-J za)Yr 1593-1610, A1giers, 1937. His contribution was twofo1d' 

t showed that one cou1d not speak of the Turkish occupption of .AJ.g

eria, the Turks being Mus1ims, e~d th~t, during that period, grept 

achievements hed been m~de in the civiliz?tion of Algeria. cabd al

l.fp.mId ibn BaaI"s high1y praised this work, in a.l-Shihëb, September 1937, 

"Pp. 319-321. More will be sa,id in wht".t will follow. llep.nwhile, the 

thesis that the Algeripn identity could be found nowhere in 1830 waS 

refuted outright by- Yubarak al-YIlT's ~rIkh ••• , II, pp. 402-403: 

the resistence of ~~bd p1-Q.P.'dir ibn Uul}.iy'1 al-D'in was interpreted aS 

the concerted effort of thp Algeri?n people to oppose French occup~t

ion. 'EI.bd pl-Q.ë:dir WP.S being referred to a.S el-Jaza'YrY Whili: the 'illd

irI' coe.li t ion WeS played down. This mpy expl:>in why severel Ulam1i') l 

spoke to e.t the ZeytiIna considered Cabd e.l-I;Iamid ibn BFdI's to be Q.miirr; 

they themselves were Tij~'Is. The historipns ~ttached to a~-ShihP'b hed 

been writing in refut~tion of definite European claimo. Thpt they will 

hpve omitted to delve extensively into the re_ellion in the Awr~s, at 

the dawn of the ISlpmizption of the Maghrib, that they will hpve ign

ored the consequp.nces of the Hilë.1~ and Sul~ymr invasions for the ec

ono~ of the ares. and thpt they will hrve presented Amir Khalid as a 

n?tional hero is normpl. The intellectuel mood of'this period Wr-S not 

conducive tow~rdB ob1ective research. It iB significant, for instpnce, 

th~t the only UBe which Yubpxak al-~r and TawfTq al-Yad~nT.ade of 

ibn Khaldùn pertpined to his study of the BE·rbers. His theory on the 

cyclical genera.tion of Muslim polities did not interest them. More sign

ificant still iB the observ~tion th~t the only mention which 'Abd al

!JamId ibn B~d~s ever m~de in e1-Sh1héb of ·the. gre:>t l4th centu=-y North 

African scholer was in terms of Law. ibn Khp.ldün the fp.gYh received 

attention in the June-July 1938 issue, p. 188, in criticlsm of trad

ltlon~list ~ikI jus~isprudence. 
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Indeed, both the cultu~e -n6 the civili7~tion n~ the Alseri-ns 

~ere di8ti~ct fro~ the cult lIre -nd the civili~-iion of th~ ~rnnch. 

to the ir"nlic0tions 0"" the comrerc:ion o~ the Be:r-b p r.'3 to tr,') relie;i::m 

")..,. t,:1e Ar~bs. They hr'd f in~lly bT!"ied ~che ir secul!""J' di yi s ions C'nd 

sub'""!itted to the -ge of' re'-:-;on. They ~lYndoned their u:1vrritten l~neu-

7 

7. 
,~_'-r--! . ."-

:: ' . 1. ,., , r .. 
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in thR Alr'~ri"'n identity h!'r! been Is 1 <0,,:'1 {se:- ~l-Shihnb, :'{"y 1930, "'9. 
247). ~his h~d b~~n ~7T)I"ined ~t l~ngth in ~is DOW n"'nar. Once the 
BerbArs h"'d conv~r~;ed to the relir;ion 0-'" 7i\,ùr:-:1m.,d, th~,t which m'"'de 
them beli"'ve "'lso induced th8m ta :--ct pccording to the nor'11S of the1r 
fnith. One ~~ub;;:r'"'k ibn ~~u}1!'T'1Jnpd ~l-S<"lpfï wrote in the 10 Febr')~TV 
1927 i?sue, n. 6: ' tE:"_.o~~Q_~'~9,r-,._:1-~:-,r:--b i1~ .,1-um.11l~ r'1-,j"'z-;J1.rÏ'yv~ 
y!.,hd.,t~h,., ",1-1ueh~:1IY:!..~ bi il:i.1Fi,1 .,1_ C.,r:--bDT',1.., m!'P,"'1 !:>1-Q.:J:Q,,,,"':rYYR \'ln 

8,C.;n.,hu>;} c;y::- dh~j.k:.J;P'i,j.,t "1-b"'!.:b~L.i1'"' .,1- Cpr.,bJ.vv.? min .,1-wu.ihn 
"'l-dinîyvp, fr- .,~b"':o." sh"C:bun.r: s~;1ir "'1-1uJ!'hn, tr:'·r..:bï--=..l=.~d::;~ t. T.,".""f'!"0 
.,1-"'I',.,d""nT h"Q reno.,..ted, in Kit~b ••• , n. 40, th~,t the hü:t')ri'"'n ibn 
C:Ask-r h,..,à. nr"ised th'" 1eve1 of 1e!'::,ning in J.~r:ic>rs in the 16th cent
ury. In ~~'J.h;,~~'d 'Uthr:1.;-n B~sh"" ••• hl" "cent to de"Ylonstr.,te th~ t tr.is 
inte11ectu~ l reyoluti on h..,d led to the develo""ment of thp crr 7't, the 
Dolitic.,l institHtions ,..,nd i;he prts. This n8:Y'iod of the history of Alv,
eri", w.,~ weIl studied by G. ~isherts Bprb-1"v Leeend ••• It indic..,ted, 
inde8d, th..,t thn. 11r:E"'ency of AJ.r,i.::1"s h!'d bl'"'omed "'nd benr:fited the ent
tre AIs",ri!'n terri to::-,y. c~bd ~l_l:-~T'1id ibn B"''(lïs ' S r~view of J:lub..,m'lr"d 

Uthmpn BP"shp ••• , in !'l-Shir.r.b, SeD':,e"1be1" 1')37, n'1. 319-321, nr')vided 
hi~ with the on~ortunitv to underlin~ the c~use o~ Auch nrosnerity. 
In contr~st with G. ":i'isher '.'l'ho pttributed it to the ~bUlit:r to the 
~er:ents, ~G 'if;J:ed by the milit!'l!,y no\'rer o:f' the 07.tor.J."n Sul~pn And by 
the !TI8rc"ntile C'lur->lities 0-1" JeY1S i",",;'li~r~ted f1"om Ar~gon, to coni'.rol 
the t0rms o:f' tr~de to t~1eir own R.dv~nt['ge, C~bd ~1_l:pr1ïd ibn Bi'ïàïs h~d 
concentr~ted on the Isl~T'1ic cantribu~ion to civiliz!'tion. As w~n nointed 
ou", by "l_i~,..,d.,!lr, the~e w-s "n Isl~~ic societ'T ~n:lot one i',::-:ere the 
Turks ruled o'[e1" the Berbe1"s. This societ'·' ~bided. b,' thp Sh,., rî "B .• "nbd 
."l_Er- r lïrl ibn E~c1ïs h..,ri not f~iled to noint to th~eminent T)l~'ce i7:ÜCl'l 
the °C:Ul.""""F') held in th-t nolity. Anoth"è~ ~s:'oci~te 0"" ~l.:-ShihR>, one 
'~~t"f~ "'l_~~f'iCï, rem~rked in the U~y 1936 iA~ue, n. 119, th!'t hist
oric"',l con.L,inuit" hr"d been uninterru»ted in .:\lr:p:'"if' eve1" sL,ce the Isl
~~i~~ti()!l of its neoDln tank Dlace. In the "ictu~e he drew of :~21i~ 
l~lF"°"'i-, he cont1""sted the '!1res"'nt relir:ion of +.he P~p:"'''''i~ns to those 
0"" the '!12-~o-Isl""-ic Be;-bers; Ar~bic h"'d ,..,ls('l '!"en"~ced Be:c~ber; the Sh,.,rïC.,., 
rlislodrecl the C.Urf. '-'1- -::~fi~ît s Algeri,.,n v~ l,ue~ ',':e::-,e the v~ J.w's of Isl~"'
",.n,i }Üs :,0::-135 ,,"rere thr;se 0-1" A1F"e""i~ts '\l~li""'1 hi~ta!'y (w~ ~l_C;;d~t hiy
"'1-~";1.r -J.-'·'d1':i v..,c'!sh -f'ï '-l-b~çlir f~ -l-':;d";t '"';1-;;1 -l-~r-d1: -f'ï kll11 
sh"co t,..,!'n«(~"t). In contr..,st with t.n!'t fi~(1'e-i"'n en:'it'.T ',,''''s the Fro.nch 
one .. ··-:ic~~ c..,',l."d fo:- -t:he sU,~"nnc:e1" on t:-." n~::'t of the Al()'~""i~!1s of' +-.r.ei"" 
nnti:'"e :-:i,"~.'l·-',r. C,.,bd ~J.-~7-..,Id ibn B~dïs ~nr: r.is -f'ol-,o"'e1"s rr>,jncl;e r ! "'.he 
ryo2si~ilit~, :nt ~lo!1e ~hr fe~siblètie9s, th..,t ~~~i~ be r~te-'1ted. On ~ 

,-">.tF-'l;-;': 19'~5, "'!.-Shi!:~b ~..,de tho. r;ist:in~ti~n -f'o- ":.h' :~,l"''''-i~r!:: bet:wep.:1 
':::ei' !1~:'i'Jn~lit·.r ~n~ ':::.ei"" l':,,"'lt·, ",0 the Goy"-n"1ent: "n~':;mü .i~z-;::)ï:",r
',vu-n ..,·J""l; ...... ;--I", n".,..,~..,.;Z C..",.. i..,z-::'>; .... ~·~'.., .. ;h~ "'r~ ;<-1';"-;n_ • .,- n'>n11 ~~-"'n-... ' •• ....&.. ... "y -'-. -.. r , j ... ;.4. V " ... 1 "'" .- . .L..... X .. .... 

-"!'r!1Tn n~~;"j:-: n-:;w~ -l''~''''!'!1:':''' bi k'111 w~.ii~-~tin~ h~':L:i':.i .rikr~': b1l1~ ,1'~"'
'i:-I". ~:i~ .,~-~, in es?e::~e, ~:~e ~'1':'"' -~!·~i~·- '".!:- '''':~:1''''1 30~.,-S~()'1~S ... ~ if!~ 
C"'''r; _1 :.~ ·T,.; ibn ::3::;,·:rs ~')'m,.;",rj in , ~35 ('V~"'h"';"-;::""-'" ~'-':'r:1';"'), -"'r"rr.' b" 
.. '-;bn-:::~11;:) ~.10:"+"''';~ T<>;~-':"-;", .... ,'-:pl;~.:i·~;· d'.~.,..>,..;1" ~" ':'~; ' .. -·~.r.:r: " 

• _.. _ .......... ~ .', 'oJ ,_ ~. ... ••. ". ••• "'.J "!, ~.L. _ ,,' • ..... ......... ••• _..o. J , 

,'·1r-r.·.;r 1',.. """·T "'o"n~-'r (sne 7"'i 0rl C! ,.;, ..... ~'· .... l···o.,.."~;-n .... 4) •• _ .. .~. 1" .... ", ~ a .~_ ',,!,,"_. _ .• .:..:.-__ .... _: __ ""-.:.-::.::. ••• , '. ,. 
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Algerip. does not will to be Fr~nce 

The dete-~mina.tion of Al,o:eri~n reformism to resist assimilr-tion 

to Fr~nce had resulted from the view, on their DPrt, th~t this would 

divert the Al~e""i!"'ns fro·"'! their unfinished task of brirle;inr; their 

n~tion to maturity. The seeds for Al,ç;e:,i~n n~tionplit:v h~d bern 

BO'm the t i?ne the Br:>rbers of centr~l North Afric~ embr"'ced Isl~m. 

~here rem~ined for every Algeripn to reap·the full benefits of his 

reli~ion, in ~erms of his civili~~~ion ~nd his culture, before the 

8 

Al(':e:,i~n n~-:;ion could become comn1etelv est~blished • 

8. 'T'he viey, 0::- hist'ry '!Thich YlNJ he1d by the r' ssoc i ~tes of ~ 1-Shit.;-b 

h!"'d not been in con-:rpdictirm with th'" ir Isl~mic philoso1')hy. The:! 

9uo>;:i ited th~t Isl.;;TfJ vrP s !On ever exrypnd. i~r: force in the wor1d. Conver!~ s 

to th~t reli~ion h~~ been witn~s8ed r-t succes~ive times. In the ~~ehrib, 

thn e~~ecL~ ;f Isl~;n we-e not :vet comry!eted in th~t the nrn-Isl~TfJic 

f(>~tl~.res o~~hpt F"'e"l(T-~'1hic"l !"'re:=> h~d not enti;-elv dis:-nncpred. In :-1_ 

Shih;;'b, '?~b:-1J."'-'1 1 ,}38, nl). 510-512, r r:- -, id ST!·ve:,," of ti1is ryroceSG y,-:S 
o"'inp; ry:-"O'cnted thn p:P'1rr~l '1ublic. :'he 3"'~bers ~i"'st ~ccen~e:' Isl~m, 

+':"_en :o11C':wed the ",,""~c",ic"'J. i'TInlement-tion o~ t~e sh"'h;::-d'" to tr.eir 

liy~~. In +.::0 ...,re~p.n':., the d"'velf'l'1;nent (!''''n!) I")f AI°·eri,-, ""!"~ ::till in

Cf);'1n:e:e. '~::..-. s'lrviv~! ·:1f t:":p 3e:--ber l~!îC"1:~n'n -n< of B,' rbr:"" C'} .. ·.')....,;: 

- nn :} .... '" 0:"·:i s ~.ence o~ t~:e 3vol ')~s .,~:enO"'len0n 71,?1' ir:(! ic:- '", ed th~ t '~.l n'_ 

t> ..... i~ w..,s nf')~ ~T"'t - n-'",ian ël'>l")sP' :!'elip'i,)!1 W~2 Isl~Y!!, ·· .. !:n:::r- l, '-:ml'r"? · .. rs 

,~.""'~oi~ ~n'; " .. <:') -,.;"'llrl !!'"l't rest 11..-:'':il ~::_if' w-:-s ~~f:i(>Yed. ';'"n ., ~ .... i· ~ 
..... J __ -_, b"'. ~. 1-"'. r ,l'''''!",. Of-l' ~ ~'. ~.~.~.J:;.,.,. ~.~ ~,. r.~.~. 

19~9, '1. 6, in - lec ~u ~e 77;: ic): '" 1-3" !3~~1!' _ ... _. 

()~ :~:-~r -l_';~r:-~~('ï, ':::i:: i"n-s ',7"'~ s,,"'1.t in ~.f:e;:e ·"');(:8: "::::.:~b :-_:-.;:.~ 

rl_"'rC.l s-C.y ~}:"-i; :-:·ll~7.i-: J-:':'l '7i~ }:···.T- °1_3~c..ï ~ï !1-~:':; r:_:,;~':_~ -::._ 

c:; ; .., b î "'"" ~ ~, _ ~. - :. i :: i" - 1 '1 n'::-: -: - 1-" r n ',,! ~ , "" :-_ 0 -: - 1- o' r: ';. '.- :~ ~ "'T": î -." , ~_-=-=

l·ln': .... ~t "'l-~~:·ik:_ ~l-"'-·.-rï". 
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." r~ inst the Ar!' bic l ~ .nA:ll~ge. To C~bd r-l-I;f~mïd ibn .Drdïs ~n( his 

fol' owers, l~nc'J.:ge ~nd r81igion h~d beco:"1e inseD~rr-bly linked. 

The successful ptte~~ts, on the ry"~t o~ th8 F~elcb, to curtail 

ipn n~tion ~s littl8 else h~d in the recent n~st ~nd in the nres8nt. 

Al~e~~i~r.J.s co'üd clinr: to their relüü0n. The develonment of Alp;erir:1 

would deD-'nd on thn e-:u:-tpnt "',0 whicD the Ar~bic l~nrru"'p;e ':'ould be 

9 
~llowed to tnrive in plI sectors o~ society 

9. '.!.'he c:.e7'?lo")~ent o~ AI""'~ri~ ~'T!"'S '.'!hr-t conG" ·n~è. th'? AlcA,..i~n re~
or:,ists. Snn..,kinr: ~t the Annur:l Conve::tion o~ the Aes'cir- ion of _".11"';
eri~n cUlf"--~), c,..br. ~1-E-""1ïd ibn B~dïs s', Ï'1: "fp us:-: ist'un cr-l~ n!"".~'?iC1d 
"'1-iel~'1 \'7 .... ~l-'"urüb ...... :". Aoout the ""en-iss~nce oJ' !.lr:e-'i~, he st::>t
ed:~~~;~,n:=nr> C~l,. -l-dïn '1,'7'-' ~rk~nih!", ••• I', se~ ~1-31Üh:=;h, Octobe:'..' 
1937, "0"0. 357 -nd 359. In the U~v 1938 issu"', ~. 62~--he wrote: "li 
~l-n.1usiI~-:inr' n:::-..... i ~t;;-n n;: i ~ si~,rsi" r' d-" rlïyyp 'r,"'_r:f"b.ivf' ~dr-bïyy--; 
i,itimp ï"~,rp. w..., '-':.rrrn..., "'l-n::biv~ r-l-r-d~1::~!v~ ~l_iiti""l-;C!vv~ f- hiyr- ... 1-
l~~i "~,iib -n t<~tl?in.'l'} bih- kull ~l-'lm~TI'1 ... l':"isl;:-'""!ï"v~ li -nn-h- n::-biyp 
~!"t~c:",ll:"'('! bi -1-,",,!11S1i:r-: ""lin .ii}:': cr>nïd-:'i1Ü '1,'7" -k .1F'nihi ',or- :-:'llu..1<i:-_i 
rl -1_};.-'!7!':". pl-Tr-~,'!Th r-l_ t Uc:br [-,rd been r'lf")i''''' A~::'")licit in -'-Isl~h 
-n": ~1-S:'Î.ih~, ':-rch 1930, ,")D. 153-154, rr>'");,')r:'l8ed l'lis' '3"'n -l-h-:Ir~t 
\7- -" ..... -1'1 ... 1 ,. "p~-- ~1 .L-""To -1 p'''w'"l f- '111",r- ~-""-ro ~1 .L. j'Y'n'l'O" .;,,~ 
-1 ";n-;"Z'llV C: n -l"-~:\7'~r~;p' -r_ ~, -l;~I'""c!' 71- ~U~'Hl-;; : 1 .L~;i';··' ".~ .. -1" :·-oa.-l1·'; 
_-, ,'. -,.," •• '_' ,., ~-_, 2 ..... , . A .. __ -,. ....... _ 1 -'.1'_ ~ 

',',"- "'1-1':k~:ul 4"1 iinsï'rvr- -drn~ [-.iv'-' iinS1V-!~: r-l-('m~u::- -:.-r-~~.~lib '::-
-1 i-r!;M-i '"ï:'1~ w- r,'lory1~" v-tb- dh~lik- "'i n -k"'-r ;.r1 ,,;.., ,',- 111,---'':-
'.-"-_.:~-'" , .. - .... _.. ' L ... 6 '''' ".:..._;..~ ' .. ..1._ .... " ... ~ 

.'--:1'1- -;:'" ~~"ll"ry~ ;i-":lrJ", ",7- -~.., -1-,-:,;"10 "'1-'::1".1 ~~ !'11',7- ~--~,. .• '._ 

-:.:;;.::-.-~~ ... C-l!" -::'-d.:::-':'!"Y~ .-,:-j-z-:JIfl"v~ ..",' -~";·1:,-,~4"~7.'" C:!"l~ r~.'T[; -~-';i~;- . 
.... - Z:-1- ;·1,...·~- ... 1':-- '71" (-Ir. L·o-:r;l;di~-···· ,:;,. ('~lr ...,.,1. "Tvyr- .. i .... ·· .~_~'. ~ .. - '''-
•• _..... " ...... .. l , _ ....... • • ...... .... J ....... -- -~ ... '-x" ., 

C_1_ ... ..,on··· ~- -, ... ~hi ... - b--'n -,.,~·;i ... --,.,r-. Off_ h- H ,.., '--"'1' v', ~'~- .~_ ..... -~,,: , .. _-:-,-_ ,1' J_ ... _ r ; ~.=-=.-~~-':___ ... ..4 __ J.L _'-_'_' __ ••. .1 .. _fIo,..... _ .. , _ J .f __ 

-k ...... ·· -l'n '-.,.,-..,---:;"'" ~'_""''';-'--l,r,..,~' C"',-'r-o"T',,",_ "Dl' v'111 ,.,_J'~C -'14"-1'; ,. _._ .. ~~ __ " __ .;._~ .... .. _ ••• ' ...... ~ •• ~ .... -. _. 1 ~. ...... ... _ • ~ J.. 
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C::ebd al-~amrd ibn Ba-dI:s !=lnd his followers hp.d focussed on the 

Ber'ber segment of the Algerien nr-:tion. It represented the lpst 

stronghold of pre-Islemic fe~.tures and would h!!lve to give in to 

the predice.tion of the Association of Algeripn CUlamâ". The French 

had long sought to preserve the Berber identities of thp AwrRs and 

of KRbylia.. The v~rious governments shielded these erep.s from the 

influence of Arabic-s~epking Algeri~. The mission~ries, elso, conc-

entrrted on the Berbp-rs in their efforts to establish a footho1d on 

Algerian soi1. The reformists denounced the Europe::m policies of 

divide end rule which plagued Is1pm throughout North Afric~. They 

10 
tireless1y worked to mend the differences between Arpbs and Berbers • 

la YalllUSS al- CagI'de e.l-dlnryya lfe p.l-lfptan'tna ... a l~ ypCtad"I CA.la 
karamit al-bi1ad". This was in shprp cootrast with thn ideology 
put forward by La voix des humbles, ed. 9. Façi, Or~n, 1921, which 
was sUmMari&ed in these words: "Pour l' evolutiotl des indigènes p~r 
le culture frangp.ise". 

10. On 15 ~p~ 1930, in the French Protectorpte of Yorocco, a d~hir 
(decree issued in the npme of the Sul~pn) reverted the preps where 
oerber was spoken awpy trom the Shp.rr~ into the codified <Urf (see 
W. Zprtmpn, Problems o~ ney power: Yorocco, New York, 1964, ~p. 9-10). 
In Algeria, the French p1so hpd their uo1itigue k:->by1e which they in
~ugur~ted in 1871 (see Ch-R. Ageron, Les Algeriens ••• , pp. 267-285). 
p1-Shihgb, Junp 1935, ~p. 2~a-239, ~nd JUne 1937, p~. 202-203, thus 
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?he nroblems which the Algeriê-n refor 'ists f~ced in uromoting 

the Algerir>n identity were f~r more ~cute when thr-y concerned the 

.,." , m 

.=.volues. lhey yrere the onl~, Algeripl1s to h~ve become 8.ssimil~ted to 

the F:!:"ench culture. 'l'hey ~lso ch~mpioned in Algerie the c?use of 

n~tur2Ii2ation. They represented the seriousmost onuonent of IsI-

t'mic refor'1Ïsm r!?long the AIgeriF'ns. Cpod ~1-~:')mId ibn Bpdis pnd his 

followers would . :ot h~ve become concerned over the Evolués di,; they 

not pssume the:-1 to be ~n integr~l n~rt of the Alp;eri~n n.,tirm pnd 

one which h~d not cepsed to p,row in number r-'nd in imnortpnce ever 

h",d w~rned th~t the pi.m of the so-cpllcd Berber Dr-hir ' .. ,ps primrrily 

to we.,ken IsIF"m in 1rorocco. It prevented its subjects from the effects 

of Is1~mic civilizption. It rlso epsed the t~sk of Cnristi~n urose1-

ytization .<'.,.,ong the Uoroccpn Berbers. In Algerip., during the estpbl

ishment of the Finnnci,~l De1pg~tions, in 1898, th'" Berbe:r-s from the 

A·.··rf.s ?nd from Kt'by1i~ ?nd the: Arr-bs from the 10w1r->nds wert:'> kent sen

rr-te (see L. ~i11~ot, "Le Gouve~nem~nt de l'~lgérie", pp. 30-34). 

The French took fuI] ~dvpntp~e of frictions between both socio-cu1t

ura~ ~roups. In 1932, th0 refo~-ists h~d :r-'cînci1ed 3p~b~rs ~nd ftxpbs 

in K-by1i- (see J. ~esnprmet, "Un refo~mpteur ••• , n. 152). In 1939, 

r1-Shil-:;;b, ,!,~p~r 1936, n. 54, uncove~ed Prench instigrtors in Tizwïzû 

who se !"' im~ TIere to st pnd both 1 inFUist ic ';;:!"O'.1DS rg p ir.st one ~nothp.r. 

?re"nw:·.i~ Co, cpàd ~. I-F:a.""'Id ibn .DFdïs w!"l.ose ethnic ori~ins VIere certpin-

1:v 3erb'-·~ il-d b~eun to sien his n"me ps ~1-9anh~j! l see ~l-ShH::;b, :?ebr

u-r'" 1930, n. (05). His strugg1e "p'rins-!:, '.rystic~l Brothe~hood Ï1:>d inev

it.,hly con~r-,nted him with the 3erb~- i·jenti:-.~, ~nr1 ilp. SO'l(!f'.t ta r.tten

u-te ::-.~ C~!-:~cr.u'nces of p con-:rove~'s" vr:-.ich he ',,,-nted b-sic,-11y rr:l

i,..i·:'\u~ V"':' ····.icn c-'!"ried its c'lltu::",~l i!':1-:)lic' tior;s beC''..l''e or .. :::~ 8~

inion cr ~::e !,lïeri-n ref'1-"lists th~t ":.h~ l~!".r"'.1~r-e of :Ï1' :~ ::--0' ~S 71-:-8, 

in f-ct, -:h'"' '!"p!'I11lr'nt. 04" t::ei:; ':)rt;-I91'-!~1ic :):-s~. -'.'; Sf'.8'J:d t .... -o'nrIar;-

ed ~..,., :'::",~' ic, the I-n~u~r-e 04" }\l!"f'>::--i:-'s f·I"::·;!"~. 
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Il 
since the Conouest • 

Il. Ism?ël Hpmet, the ~.uthor of Les musulm~ns frpn pis du nord de 

l'Afrioue, P8.ris, 1906, h::>d deplored pt the time t at the Evolues 

were not su~ficiently imbued with the Frengh mentplity (pp. 185-186). 

At the time o~ the fiTst congress of the Fedér~tion des Elus, held 

on Il Seutember 1927, its members hpd drpfted p list of dempnds to 

be ure2ented to the Gove't'nment. These demé'nds pmounted to mF.ke the 

Ale;eriens thp. equpls of the French. They emnhpsiZed the limitl"tions 

in educption ounortunities of the ?.fuslims of P~~erip. They c~lled 

~OT the exupnsion of th~ French schooling system (see O. ,Denont, ~Al.E

erie du Centen2.i:i'e" Ppris, 1928, p. 183). Yer'rs V:-ter Cherif Sisbr·ne 

rene~ted this plea in his Note sur les Téformos désirées u~r la Féd

ér~tion des élus indieênes du den~Ttement de Con~t~ntine, Const~ntine, 

1931 (this !"'.ssoci,..,tion w~s forT!1ed in .Tuly 1930, see r:!l-Shihi5b, Aug-

ust 1930, n. 434). The EVOlués h-d not Abpndoned their determin~tion 

ta become é's-imilr>ted to the French culture one d~y. On the ouestion 

of n,..,tllrr-lization, me~ni"Ttile, im1J~rt"nt ch,..,nges of pt~itude hpd bec

om~ notice~ble ~fter the ~iTSt world wpr. Whereps the .Teunes Alrériens 

h~r, m·· de 1 i t tle case ove}' the ter~s of n"" turp li2.~ti on Vlhicl1 Vlere s"gel t 

out in the decre0 of 24 October 1870 ~nd tlie~Sèn~tus-Consulte of 14 

.Tuly 1865, which cr,l1..ed for the sUTrende~ 9n the n,..,·rt o,f the c~ndidpte 

of his OVln :;;uslim uersonrl str-tus, the Feder~ticn des ~lus objected 

strrmrrly to the LpVl of 4 Febru~!"'I.T 1919 which ret-ined tf:r conr.ent of 

indir.én',..,t. On Il Sr--ntember 1927, thev deT!1rnded th,..,t the so~c~llèd 

Code de l'Indigén~t be reuepl~d (on this l~Vl, se~ O. Denont, L'Alg-

érie ••• , u. 84r. jU(Ye~i-ns si'loulà he r>lJ oweà ta become n,..,t 1J r r "lizcd 

~crcMnn- vrithout, fo'7' tr.pt mrtter, thr.t they re2.innuish tfleir Fusl-

irr' st~tus. (~bd il-::~"rd ibn 3f'drs hpd, no doubt, grept1y welcomed 

tf:is ncw 1in~ of th~u~ht. His f~ith in thp Isl~~icness of the A1~er-

i~·n neon1e h~d ~lw~vs be~n hip;h. The 'P'édé.,..~tion des Elus, o-l' course, 

h~d bec; ~~ved ~~~i~st th~ di~crimin-tory s~irit o~ the L~w r.nrt ,..,imnd 

pt onnnin~ th r ~oors tow~~ds n'~~r~li2~tion wine onen r-ther th~n w~n~

ed t 0 nrl'! ~ r;rve tr-.e ls 1 ~-ic f'er-tu:re s o-l' the Il ~e""i ~ ns. ':'h is subst ... nt i~ l , 
cr. "n '""e in ~ n"'ro~ ch, on the n·· rt o-l' the Evalues, ;-'"' '31l~ ted in 'c,h~ unoff

ic i~ l cTJl~~;-;) ":-:è t:'!e~ event'J'"ll y ·--o~::ir:r. tOf';e .... 1:er. .~~ ";''.7:ü1 e, c~~-'-;':'l_ 

?'r>·~~d ibn 3:-(:r~ ")ut the bl'-'r-:r> .L'or tr.e ~en~"~.èJre o-l' tnr ::;,\r01'1és f'~o--:: 

.:.!':" ~1">J.ir-i-ln 0'" Is1~:-1 on ~hc ··"r-":Jl)uts ~n~~ ":!".'" ')bscu'" :.:ist crJl~",r;). 

Si,ii1 ••• , ""1. '33, e~nf:.d:ic~ll~J st,t'?r,: "~ir. -l-~sb;.o 'l-}'ti ~'kk~n·t 

-i-il:~;:-r; fT n·t~üs -1-?:'.uhb;:'n ~l-:""'·lt ... '~lli"'In ;~1U.Fn'::~": c.tlr':]~') ~l--:In 

-~_.i~":'i ;ï;. l-~-:·t:l 7:- !'î'tf"-:ru}-:u"'l -r.'1ir,:l~l'"'1t'. In 1934, ":.1:~ .. ~_s:::~ci-·ion a':-

:"-J.-~ i-~_ (."'Tl~"-:~") !?"-""no:,~~~ ":~~ ~ .... ,,:. tl; i~"_e~!1'" ""'Ir ~ nr .... ".'!"'"..,.., .... ~r . .., .. i:~ ·';-.r -;tr_ 

"'neh '~""-"-,""" 7~ -'~:""'1"'sr> o~. ~.·-:ine -'''''':,;i (,~_·.-ïr _1_c',:._7;r'''' "'.~ 

;~i!;-~,,;"i~'.l:i~'--~--l'O:"~.':~'-'~ ::~!_:.::~ ... - .r'· ·-1···· 
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The l"n[':lr,r:::e "Jrob1P Y'l rer.1~ ines the most c0r.1n1ex one for the A1n:-

àept:-: of one' s l"rwu"p,e .... rOll1d c"'use th,., de-th of' one' s n~ticn~lit:v 

u:re of' ~ 'F0n1-· ~:rhich, ever since· :he Conouest h~d been re1eg!"ted 

to r.1,.,:tR~s ~o~estic to the n~tion. Thr reh-bi1it,.,tion of Ar~bic in 

12 
• 

-------._----

1". In - S"1c' c:- '}:ic:'1 c~brl "'1-:'-:~ rel ion 3~rl.Is lyrJ riven on -:-,he r"", ~)ic 

1"!;!,"'1'!'"0, :~.'" ;nl'~e(; "':r.-~ ~.h- ':'oet f'0:.::1-d '3r.-wor l:-è visi':erJ /c1""i..-.r,,: 

"w,., "'!'~i7- c_:; ~l'.l... -l_c-r~oT·~··'" .t'ï::- f!" iàh- y.h~t-::~ hi 'l_C:r~~ T'r'~ 

,,;"'"'0.>'.1 :;1 ·l_.t'-""-"",~ï·'-·~" (~l-Shi>~l'), '~·"'!'c:: 1934, "). 143). "his s~:: 
--'-'--._---_.,- - .~~~=---

~tr-..L,e or ,..~-,..i:'s }-...... G r-r.""3·;~_ted 'f:.-o- t11"':. J'~ii~l::~, :ln ·,!-.. r- J~-t f').t'" .... ~-:e; r;r}.-

uc~J'J:-S .j'"' ".l'-r:""i"', in ",~e ")- <:t, ':0 ~ .. "'"': +::-;"·i:' ,e~""on2~bi~i.Lip::: -n" 

~~o~ "'"1:'-' ,"r;l "'~r:i:!"''',i;n o.t" t:- n 7- on!"!:! ta ·.7~~tr.~ /_;:"r- ic. In 1281S, ~n:: 

i :: :-: .. Zl nec, ': :." l - 7l '"\ roc .. ') b n :- 3 0 ~ s t - h l i R > .. n r3. S • - tee 'J r: t Y' Cl 1 1) r ' ; .... r. ": r; • C; -

i""'" 0~ '---',in (-1 -::;"ï ~b 'r __ , 1:133 Î 132) ""i'" "0-'" in ",~ ...... ;,...+ ('-r"""_ 

.- .. , .. n.-~·,ic)~·77i~:~ ;>~.-~~~r~-::~~d ·sC\c·l~_~~i-'~·~ ~r ~;r~~r;"i~ ~I'.~~r-;-i,~·~ -'~~~r -'d~~~;~r. 

~r:3 -"~~,;~.~. ~_.':.3f, : ,-= --:t"'è~ ".:--.- ... ~r~ i:-:'""" o~ ,"":"''';-jic ~·,"~"~i':~ 3t .... -.. ~-----·;!1 :;~ .. -

--}~:1 -. c .... ::.-- o ~""I·~::i;:)~ . :'" - ~~.r ~:'_'-. ~')·;-t::) (~~~_~':.È.' ~~,. ... "l:J~:., -; :~;.). 
. ( •• ~ - "'> ' ~' , .. ' r-. 

~~-l-.-_ ';.,l.-"-- -:p lr'r: ~:~n ~-'''rc -r. î"'-: .. 
'::f~ " :: .~ ...... ,... : 

';""'Ir - ... 
,... •• ~ a ": .... r- . ~ .. ~. ~ :. :-: :.' . r .. i·. C', ., • 
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fo:r the s~re:;,.,.,d of' the /\.rrbic l~ngu~ ge gP in"'·d T!lomentur.1 in sn i te of 

th~ :"rrest of seve""'",l membe""s of the ps'oci~tion. Ar~bic Vl~S the 

lr~(':ll.!'p"e of civiliz~tion in -1I-1,c"eri~. It i'l~S, indeed, the l~~" .. ~r.r;e 

of' Isl::;m. !'l-Shih";.b, J,~~ur-r.'.r 1':)34, "D. 03, hrd ren:",oduced rn ",rticle 

by Shrkib P..rslFn in which those who le~rnt r-bout their reli r ion f'Tom 

the writtinss of the Orient~list~ we~a being c~stir~';ed. Like c~bd !'l-

1j . .",.."fd, ArslFn ~r~PG "tn,r't, to cl'" im Isl~"!'l !I1e~nt to be ~ble to re~ ch 

i t s te~c:::.inr:s cl irr.ctly. The cul ~ure of the Algeri~ iî r-nn tn.iür c iv:j);j.z~ 

~tion could by no mp.~ns be divided ~n~ to nro~ote the one obviously 

benefited the other. '~bd ~l-H!'~d ibn BFdis pnd his followers there

f 0 re, concentr~te~ on th~ du~i t",sk of' ~redic~tio~ ~nd educ~t~on. On 

the A""'~·bic l~ng,u"ge, c!:'bd ~l_Ep"":Id ibn B~dïs, ~ddressinr: hi"!'lself to 

th,...· EvOl'.1és, vlJ:'oté in ~l-Shih;;o, ..Jece"'1ber 1936, "). 397: "~~ y~l-rC1 

b ... . c . f' " k b- bIc' f' 1 t bb - "Jr t 
L:.1. ~n y, r1. P S[,1. S 1r o~ P pn yr- r1._~· ~ -mu ~n~ 1.. • • • -p, mus 

h:=ve borroyred t:he imp(T,e from Eg:-.T""Jt. In his mind were the Ev·)111.es 1;7h08e 

f'luenc:,T in th"', :;'rffic:~ l~np:upge ~nd "?r,nch liter~turp. we~e, no ;ioubt, 

rr!"l st im")~~e ,,:-- ive. It will be rec pl' ed thr"t, t 0 thr nue s t ion ":=-1- Isl ~m 

p I-dh:::-tI w~ ,1- isl'Fm pl-\7ir~thTa.y:rphump y<'nhrq. bi :=- 1-um,.,.,m' " ",.,., bd !' 1-

IJ~'~Td ibn :S~~Ts hpd r-nswe7"ed in ",l-Shih~, J:IPy 1938, pp. 106-107: " 

~mm!' ",l-isJ..~!I1 "'l-dh-:::-tI fr- huw~ isV'm m~n v~fh~m opviP'-îd rl-isl?""?1 ••• ". 

The moto: "drn1 "1- isl~m vrP l11r:~l~tl. rl-'~-"'..,1)1.yvP WP VTptpnl. ~l-,jrzP;::>ïr" 

w!lic}-, h"'c.l re (",ul t,ed f:rom a hvron the nnet ~:uh::,mm~d pl- CId C ':lm"Josed for 

pl-Shih~b, .Jecember 1937, ~p. 452-453, sum~ri%~d the ideolory of Alr:

eri~n ref'oTrüsm. ~1- "Id hrd been comn~~ed by ArslPï~ to I.;he :'Jekk<'n noet 

Br-h~) Zuh~~Tr, ~üs contem1Jor~r:r, in ::-l-Shih?='b, ll~rch 1937, ~. 122. '~;,d 

;:->l-~I~mïd ibn 3~dîs c~11 .. ed. him the soul of .A~-eri!' (~l-Shih-;;O, !\'îTil 

1934, 'O. 223). ]Iu.h~·run<'d ~l-"Id h~,d led the cultur~l r"?'1"issr'nce of 

.l"l"'I'=!~i;. --e CIJ:1..,.,os",d nrt:!"iotic f'ongs for th!" scoutine gr--:u1js r . .('ril_ 

i~ted to ~;he rr:f'ol"~ist TT10Ve"1ent, the ::?~j;:;), -:he Iob'::~'l rncl. the $"bFJ:1 

(see pl-Shih;:;-b, ?:~y 1937, p. 14.'3, S""nte"'ber 1938, p. 288 "'nd. ,,~rcÏl 1~38, 

"J. 35). ~~ ..,lso ".7rote ...,l"'ys for the J~m"ïyv~t ~l-Sh~b~b ~l-,?rnn'1 of' 

Con~trntine (see his Bil~l ibn ~~bbph, in ""l-Shih~b, Octobe r 1938, ~. 1 

128). Ot}: ........ '11':'Tf' f'>,'n Id be mcnti'njO·d., ,.., l-~!"m!"dpnIyyp ~n ,.., l--:~Vlbp by 

"rkkI ~l_J'mrvài, r-nd E~nn~b"'''l by T<"wfIr' .~l-~·~"d""nr (see ...,l-SiÜh':':'b, 

Julv 1~33, '. 348). ~hey ~"'~e hein- ""Jer.('or~ed bv ~he newly .('o~n~ed 

C',1~,11:r'rJ.. ~-:-:ters ·.~':ür.:!-~ !'1usr:.r~ol"1"'d i!'1 th.., cities of' Al(J"e~i,.., ~nè. ':.'ere 

b"'inC" in:-"''Ï~er~ b" ~'~'? ""-e'",:~le of' tIlt:> cen~'?r in ";on<-t· ntine. In Blid., 

(":ec r .• -" ],335, 1î. 528), in "iliy~ (~"Y 1135, '. 112), in STdI ibn 

(!.,b;'~s (7,...1):.;~.,..." 1 1 3/), '1. /)32), in Gu~lmr- (/-r~iJ 1)33, ~. 155), in 

3~ne (t ... Y) 'iI 1'J3~, n. r'4?') ~n in O:rr; ('>rcfl 193/), ~. P,77) ·::"' .... e "':r,'" 

~rts h"'i:r p::~-.~~.rEl"ri. c~bri -1-~"':-:!'1~;'1. r1._Jll!1rl'I, ~r~"'i ~n":. 0.(' Jr....-:(I:r'~t 

~!.-·-~~~_~r ~J.,-==u!1I, --,,,,,t,? in ~1-3::i:-:~, J1Jly 1933, "). 342, :n ':~~ .. b"'n

...,fOit." 0.(' ';:'l .... ~L.r:>~ .('0; s~cil"L..'! rn' ~·l.;ic .('el; ~_::e in'-ivid'J.r2. :"12"" ','!~--:'~ 

~l' ~~:'" sir-ns of .".li"'7"i'·!1 rnnric-r-rnce. -~n ~1"'!::, "·:-:i~;". ':'lb7=;o'J: rl_:-i} r 
""'rd o in r'_"qn"::-rid, 3 -::p~t-.~--::)e~ 1:125 (~.r··~Jh· '-1-'.1"::' - '1_j'7,;'Jï""ï'!'rr 

i;-;r'-r iJ.,r .-1Inik ".7~ l·l~j-.r"ï i.(" -:.- "',sCrII' il~~ 'nL'i -:r- l,; .. '; , .. Cr;!" 

;"ï i i", ~'i ï..,lr· ~ 1']1'"'.--' t- i~~~l-t- ... .,s be-i..,-p' .... r-'î,.;::~ ..... -l "'-'7 ... '.--'" :-~ .. - t ..... ;" .... -

iL.H !),~-:~:7--:;-o·:;·l~'-L.ior;.'I';"1~di~-·~t::~; :':> :"~~--iv>' ~ . .(' .. ·;~":'r. i·, ~iv>~;
-' :.~:-: ~;:_: ~'t:_ L..::,,,, in Alger!", on the other henct, :'~~- i.~M: L.>" 'dj 'J: -.(' 

.. }-;- ~-P!1f"\ " '""'\"'~"",sn~ .. ~ ..... :··_l~~··i" .. :,'~"'~n~t: r').,... r. i'-"'-~ :~~ ~i'")~." 

i~ ·"":·l""."~ ~,..-:-•• ~~~ -~-:~....., i!1 -.:_.~J..:-_ .r""'i~"'. 
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The re1",tions1'li1J betwpen ?r~nce rnd .lùge~i", h~d l!'sted one centur:,.7 

~nr:l. it en~ered the second. centur~'. A-rnong Frencn-rnpn ..,nd A1rreri.~ns 

",like the"'e we-:",e vr'rious opinions !'s to how thf' fnture betvleen the 

two c0untries shau1d be. Thn~ r~n~ed from the comry1ete inte~r~tion of 

l'\l(l'e"i~ to Frr-nce to the i'<1'11'11edi~te indenenc" e1ce of A1p.eri~ f'rnn 

Fè'!"'nce. l!'od r>l-!Tr-mId ibn B~dïs he1d his ovm Vi",VT on thr: ra1J'l)ort 

between these ~~a n~~ions which histo-y crused ta inter~ct. Ee co~ld 

no: r:r:::!"ee ~'Ti th the intep:r~tionists ~. s this '11on1d deny the righ.7, of 

Al(l'~"i.., to';r;l.~ds nr ':ionhood. He dismissed the '1osition he1ô by ?~ess-

2.3 
• 

~·-ij .... ,.r- ........... -r -f) ~.~ ---~i _r, ra -i--:·" r __ ,~ .:}~~~~:. i.""":& 

~.')\"~r~r:cn ',.::;---- ~·t;-:r"kr.- r"r.-: ~';·"'\ir!·""'~ ..... r. ·-i/:'h --"-:~i5-"\-
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c "bd r'l-::'~r;:'lr(l ibn B;",-Us hr>d shO'\7n little inclin~tion for nolitics 

dlX"'inr- th~ e~rly y8r-TS of' his VTr,~k. He deà_ic,.-,ted his life to'.'r~rds 

ists of A1r:e- i~ ta work tor:ether, he m:::lde it .cle~"" ":hr-t ":heir cct·-

rel irrious ~n(Ï cl'lt1J.r~l. It is not 1J.ntil ('~bd ~1-I:!r-''':îd ibn B~dIs 

bec,me ~ssured ~h...,t his "'1irosion Wr--s bein" c;eonr'rdizeè by the determ-

in-tion o~ th'" Frenc~ to nrevent r~f'o~mis"'1 in ~lre-ir' ~hrt he fin-

r'11.., r<.li·.-,d to ",he 110int of' vie;', of tne '"Jo'.iticr--1 r>c+,ivi~~,s. :~e 

H'''''Ï1rih~'r~!; ---}:ich ~:-;Jj '.,\11 ~-brl -1_ r :_;:;'di"" "'01mded in P-""is in 1326. 

1-T t:' } .... -è, r-"li~'." ""i~<>~ to he"6 ":hi" "l0litiG r l "'1~'!t:lm"'nt "nd ret-in,-'rl 

i~',~ -J.1i-r.cc ~'ri':l: ":h<> "'7'rench CO:"'t""!'J!1ists lln<-,il ')}:-:-ïb P.rsJ;-n c~nv"'~t

l'V; !'.i.-.: 4_,1J\-::--:~ ~T.,' ion-:.is':! in 1135 (see :J. G')rd'n, The Pps:-,iDE ••• , 

11. 28). '~es--li :;:'.ij h-d C-!_""'r1 .l'o; thl? i!1(;~"l~ndence of' ;\1(1'e i- ,t 

r- ~i-e ~cnn !1~~n n+h"- ~~rn ~i"'1 h-; ~r~clri~ ~ so. -1-'~ln":r-cid hrd 

~rde i":2 do~e-~"l~ent ~~j~c":ives k~"~n -n~ h0"le' ~o r~hio~e ~he':! hi 

s:::(.i-J,'" f---;:::;- rJ_6i""1(1"";:::-~ï'!"r> .• -l-':'-'T"ïb -~_C~Jrhï, in (:')""'~e)'Tlo:--7t

inf'" t:-:e 14 Jnl:'T IJ~I5, -:-;-,.ot·e---:rn-rl_S}:Ü,';"b, 15 J',1~! 1J'25, '"1. 1: "Y;!i 

-"'~"'~!1!'1~ ')'"'"',;"l. .-, -;"l~!'ïv~'p i!1n~ r1-,;-7.~jl?"ïv·'iIn ·'u!'îrl.·]n :-;',ri'.r-,r", -1:-Zï1'1 

w~ -l-(-~-~ ~- ~1_t-rkr?" Wr- ~1-nps~;. A~ th- .l'i-~~ ~l-~ri-n '~I'li~ 

~"r.r'r"s!";, (~b'i -1-::.:~~I:' ibr. l';"dïs ?"r;,ioc·,e~ ~:-_r. i' "!i~-ti')!î ol" "rs"-!.i 

~,--.i.1 ",0 -.7~··k r:Jr ~:-:p. J.i~n-'''',ion ').l' ·.1~c;i: bv ,.,,~nns 0-'" ti:t"> rr,'ro"~-'-_ 

i""r. ')r ~!:.-... :"'J ... -.:.~-~::. ~'")r-n~~~: '":"ti~:: "r~e ~-~.r·~ ..... ~iQ!"l "!e;-; -:~_~]::~ ~: .. ~~ .... _":'~ c

i .... i ... ;-: a-~ ·2.,....r.-i-~ 'TJl ..... ";.;) i~~l,..:~d !,!;~ ::·!")il~ .. --t4_:, . .r-i~rin~ ;t 

~,",:'--r::-: (~re ,~_ë ï ~':::', J'lly l?)~, '"J. ~[~ ). 
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t~e h~nds of th~ Settlers rnd thev sh0ued litt le n~enrredness to 

14 
r~lincuish i~ ~o- the srke 0~ the '~tsli~ nonul-tion 

14. (~bcl -l-:-:P!'1Id. ihn 3~dïs rdylJi ·ted tne f'~i-ure :yC' ;~is ~1el.i-nce 
on the good ~:rilJ. of the Gove"n!'1ent when he wrote in ~l-Shi}lPb, Feb:r
ll~ry 1')38, ":9. 46-47: "inn-.:- rl_Cr~r '~§r ruvr-,"~ 1~ crsr b.;.or f-'!TIr 

rP.lnp nuordëi?':1 :::1- po" 17'" nudP'fitrnhll bLll-f~tihi b.roo 1~. v...,COtrmid 
ill~ Cp l!" rl-n!"'7,:~rivvpt VIP :,l-~·nw;-l... rl~'rnp "'n nukpwwin "pnfuspn p 
t~kwïnpn j ~drd.!"'n opw1yypn Vlr. l'ln trkün r OUW'!Trtun~ m-ddivvr-'! f~ "pl~ 
r",.,.'~··~t kif'dt silmI mpshrü c in t...,kpll:::mn- istrmr.cp rl-n:;:s r('ll'.';::-r"'nr 'Wr 
i!1 trl~bn- ~j~::: rl-n;:-s m~t;;lïb!"'n~ '\7p in ittr,jrhnr nr}J.wp pl- l;ukiirn~ 
t;;-m..,·I~tnr krmr tljCP!!1il rl-[!.o\'l~~~,: kr""1- :l.lt~milnr. rl-Y""7!!l". Fe h..,d 
in v r i!1 pt~~er!""-7:ed to d.:r~w th'· rtt8·!tiI'Jn of' th'" r'~le')1S to t::.'" ~.-ct th,.t 
-':hei'" i!'lte~~es~·.s Yler- not beinr: c!"tc-:red to h:v th" 8ettJ.ers: "na.c'mn ·tÜ,jrd 
fï~Ü~bil!d-~di c'ava,··GanYfa· ayad ':fr:rrnsp innpJr!p 1 ~ v~ ('lüm b ihr "1i sspl ï :0.- j j 
"!I~ 1~ ~l-nU" .. r,'r;;b wr Ir. r1_clll~mp) innp!'1'" v~o~mu bihr wr. v-n:>11!"hr vrP vu
I""h!'>dhdhïhp "'l-,iu..."'.'!ud rl-siyrsl ""l-f'-:r~ns~ï':l;(ïi:::i~rüfi(r"'Ms~t !"lr )?lrb.-t 
-rr':1~nsr'! r>J,-l:.ti hiy" m~)?l~b~t':nr> l?=kin mr~l~b-t ~~=..i:.liy~ ~l-f~rr'nsïyv~." f 

s~~ ~l-S[-~~, ~f_~1Ch 1938, ". 43. rJ.-:l~·jF1;., ':.'hase J.,~,r1t" to tÏ1e GoY""'~n
'?lP-:t '7~:-: '·rr;'.l e~7:-b' ishnd, cl)!'nc>"'ert?~bn. rl-~.-~T'lïl': ibn 3':"':T" 'ftp.!" his 
w-~ Q~ wo~ds ~i~h Fa~~~t~~b~2 i~ o~d~r th-t h~ st,te ~iA nositi0n ov~r 
L'1dp.n?n~}e:'!ce. In "l-S:li·.-:~, '~r~, 1935, "::>. 145-141), } l'> h-: s-:-1Ed ex"lic
i:~1'T: "i~nr ~1-i:-·ti('l1';-l 1;.~r.r t~b~C.i li..~!-llli n"',:'i1~ ...,1.'1 lJ,T1!"!"'J ~1-rj·.1~i:::. 

'.·r_ r - ~1.": _i~ t~~,,:::l!'> t _~.r--;~"" k~n ~ t (Vm ~ n- ~ï ~ .l::.!:l1·.',n.'!r 2~ ~ l:r Il~2.::.. ~ l=--.2 r 9 ~~ 
w- l~H?,r ·...,i.'1 ~,_-c:.~l:'" b-l Y-.in -1-~'x'~-::iYl ~n v-Tt""iv~ y~':,r:.1 ':r:-:1'f'l':. ~r:i 
-'_j,?:;:;Sï'" ,1~ ... _ i~ C~li'T~ ::1i:1 -l-r-"ï ~l-"':;:':d.I ":1- r::"_rl'~~:--T "'r t~":-f"hry't~:-

~~ -l ~ ~-r;~~; ~ ~;. -;'. ~~~ r~~ ~ i~;=-~f~~~~:~~~;~ ~-~f ;~~ =4~ ~~~ :w~~ [: -Tl ~~j~-ï;'!:;; ~ n-
... t"'i'.e, ~'"r1..("\ .. t. .. l~r-i-!1: ;)··_~·11.,': 0:""'\'·C~·. li~":.~_r. ~ ....... ,...,......, ..L..~~f:) ~~'""n~",-. i:l·~"''''3-;L-

~~:: :~~; î~.~'_~~~f2!~J.~~·~;~:'" n~:~~t~ ~. (~t~.'_:~i~; ~~ i .. ~.~~~= :"'~;~~'l ' ~~d~ 
:""~lil.rr "'-n~··-t-r.t'iz li ,., ....,.,",.."'in hi il;ls;:""ï-: "',r '1i -, ....,·,"'î) ..... i i<':O'J;Li' 

:7~C-~::-~~:~ ~~':_-::~y~~-~--~ï~~~ ~;~~~:~~;r~~~~~_; j~~1 ~.~ i-{;··:f. ~_ ~~~~~;~~ r.~~.~;._~~ ~: ~:~ -;~~,-~_ 
:--'--=-=:-":-f~~:--~!-'~ s!·~'-·::r.-t·. -- i-- • •• n-~~;r.)"":1. i- .... ti~~ -';r~:Te due 
_.~r..'.":";:1 i~ --'l-1o ..... ""':~-·'~i'jY!. 
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ul~tionR of the ?rench, un~w~re o~ their co~s~nuences ~or their own 

d8m":lded beC~!1e l'.lr:eTi~ 1 s rip:ht. Durin.n; the fir'"-:t 170rld vr"r, Alpe~-

15 

• 

15. 'l'hÎfl nn",ion ')~ ~::V~ "!"i;1"ht.s w:hi~":. tl-: r . AJ.p'ei~l1s :-,~rl rip"ivl?d f~o"! 

"'~Air :)~"""·;r.i"'···i'in in ~"1'" "r~r w~C'. ""'ninl"l' r"t'l"'r.~,....rj in +;'1" .&"'ont ""r"" 
~ f -- r 1- ~:-: -i:';~;, '~":t,,~ 1 329': ,',' ~ l-}r ~ ;;'r . ":1- (..,di J ,~~ - .:.1~ ~~~-:.t:~~_~_fr ' . 
i(tP-!;~"'1'I-C-rl_Q.unilo li '1-1'ri in'" o:-~u bi j'mrr-:-l_·:r~!jih~t". It ':''''8 
:~"L,,:r b"!':,o"'e,l -f'"!"J"'1 K::.~lir:. ihn !fi'is!'i.i"'1 ion C..,hd 'l_r·~di"" rl-J~7.:;:-~ïrï 
(1275-1931)), f:"'--(> p'''rndson ()L' thA il11lstri:')')R,~·.1r.r 'i'rJ :)"';r~')'-., ... ·':--,0 
'''l~d bo".-l"r "'1J>,-.:t'-.ed to ?'!'esi· 1PrJt "1ils0n ~t Vr",,~i'les ~;'l'~ ::'L--t o.&' 
/-,2C"'/O'-:"i~'s l"l''''i~':pnC'eB ('~-3r.ï'~, 7eh.""'1~~'·' 193{), "). 15?4). ;·~~-'_id "r.rj 

• " ! ~. •• - •• ,,- - " • b""r: '"'x11ed to Syr1:- -.'~."lr~A he·!l"·:d. ~b~ 'l-:.:-r:u'l l.bn L' lS [',,,,1.,: 

")-"'",:-"'8 .&''''- ":h- /"...,r .... ",7'. il p. '!._Sr,Ï:°_~, ' .. ··ir· .... ,.,',,' -k-<: ... ,:-:, t !10ne ot' 
"~;'":.n ··~-c-i .. ~!1 r-.~t-b~is~-''''''·!1t: rL.~~r!·:er: "':!":o~, r11?1·r~d n· ··r·.r.. ... ·i .. .,.n!~· i""l "-r!t; 

';'-':-i 1 :", 0'<' ;'i~ ...,()li .... ic~l ro::'e •. \c~0'''lir:''" ~-,o ",;-:n n"'-':-""''')'''", !:h~i'; 
,o.' i;:"itnd ... ,~~,., ")'J",':l,:ior: to '!'i:::~ b'lt .. ·~s 1-: ·~:1·.m. '",.- ~c''''''''2 or' 
4 ?nb~·J"~"" 1'1') ~.~~:i~.·1 -·b"'J~ is~~e,.t ·,!-.r 2~~~i""~ in·:i-n:.I").]~ ··;·;~ri~ r'n': i ..... ~· .... -
'? .... ~ I"'"l .. ~ 1 l -',.-.,' ... i ':: ~ n "'; - 0. -- ~ r: "':' : i '] !1 ~ r. :-., 1 .. ~ ~ r.~ -"".,.... .... -. :~ 1:-:: ,.., .... L :i. -, ::. • : n " r: ,..:- ". i ~., r. 

('\;:".i",:~d "- ...... ~~r ~:-}:~:'l~~ 
c. ~,,_1· • ~ -~.>--r: ihr: n. :-39'-:, 

k",.l~.l :"!~ !'1~l~r"l' t, ~.~~_ ~~,. _-,r.~r.·~.';:,r~--- :. :!r~._, 

~::""~ï:: "':- ('!~;-i"'~"'l";: ":;"-~"_!'~_~L_1_r~~~_~.!!1;-_~.-_ 
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~inpd es"enti~lly ta the civiliz~tio' ~nn ta +'1'1e cll.1ture af Algerip. 

'1'hey h.,d been r'b'F,pd ~n(i. deni8d in tiw -:1~st ~nr.. cantinued ta be sa 

-----_._--------- -~------._---------
,..~ir.:lU:·. l~ nU::-li illr> ~l-k!:"bz w~, inn~ ~l-k~·:llh?: Cind~n~ h'li!l~ k,lll si':ryJ 
'.·r~ inn ~n -="-W:" ftl.., l. ~ J ~: b'l"'; iTn" n:> ~~ h .. 'I-J.~ 1!!:'3'-!h;)r~ nr. ".'~ in!': ~nllm idl1 ~ _., C ~lD!'. 
~ l-k 'lb? ~ C ~Ji!!!,_ kull ~ m,- n- t Inb f"~ hl m'=" 1 ik<- ~;;'~ L':'1 i;' P, '!lin '"'1' t;.:-1 i.Q!1':' 
., 1- CïJ"'ï':::'::'~_~ 1- i,i ': i .,~C1.vv!'" w- -1- in -: Ü;;:'1 r"v~ w~. ~ J:. - .:J"~ s 1 v~, P \7!" ku11 ~ 
h~ ;.llrll~i~r.r~··. 'fi ~l-!è-v,-t". And, i'1 ~ I-Shir.-::'b, Hove ~h"'-:" J.937, ". 404: 
"inn~ ~l-~.l"":'ï~ -l-j-z-;::5frïvv!'" tut~lib ~~"'~ns'" hi Q1lnünih!" li~., d!",.&'!",c.f'~,!!'l 
'"'lin ~~-:'!-n !'1in d·-_'71 -bn~Slhr w~ li "'1~7.r~ni'fh~ ~l-~~dinr '"'IrC~ f"~.,..rns::> :-i 
--'-'""1 s~:id~;"'·,i:-:.., .:!~ li.,f' hiv~ ,..~).i.,~ bi!':i li .&'r ... ··:lS~ !"'li>: k'.lll '"'1~ b.:'::~]2 
C~1r .. ::r_ ... ·:1· :."r:~:~ :Orn" l~ V~2L,_~ïc-::n v r ;1k'lrh'J !"~~d vr};;.::-·~i::1 f!"fs~:::!~. 
"ur-" :i'" C i7;;'rib rl_":~:-ikr.". "his ,,!~'i in 2~:r:-'"l ~-ntr~,:": ,,:,,'it< t::e vi":: 
~~i0;torl è~' ~l-t;':i-:;b-, S~'"ltr:.:,,:!;n"" l '38, 1')n. ~8-~9, t:Cl :-,:-:,- '~~!'·.ir:'l 
'~:-a' ::.---' -~-'0 .~ ... ') ",np "i-,'" a.&' 13111"''''-11 ",ill ",!'_",:: "irlh- k'ln!':~· r.~d-:; 
~"'b~:""~ .&'.~~n"i·"·ïr. .&'r r~r;r' _ ... :-,-< r11~· ':"~'1k~ · ... r ;"'1'''~ Crl~ ;;'lïï'i,,·,.··,') 

~~~-lt'~;~:~~f~ ~~~~:~~~~~4f~~;'~i~}·~}~~~·~f.-;~:~~~:~~~~~:·~:.;:~~'~:~rtr~<~~{~:: 
l~:ir:~-:~:1 -·:·-=I-~7,;~·-:-i·-:- :'-,i .. 7..-~"'" .•. (l''' of ; . .:..~~, ... _-~~~:. ~ ,...·lr~~ .. ~ _. i ~-~ !':':.-: ':-, 
., i i - ,~ .. ; .. .;, t 
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16 
ives • 

16. The Conq~est ~no the Sen~tus-Consulte of 1865 grpnted a~l Alg
eri:3ns wha.t abd pl-J:rsmld ibn Ba.d"Is cs.lled poli tics.I n~tionpli ty (~
.1inSïIf:s:ai-siY'p.sr~e.) so aS to differentil"'te it from ethinic nation
s.lity âï;jinslyya3'l-gawmryye.). The two were obviously relél.ted and 
the dem~.nd, on the Pert of the deleg,..tes to the Algerian Muslim Congr
ess, th?t defini te poli tic?l rig}J.ts be grented the AlgeriFn people 
could best secure, ac~ording to Cebd a.l-1}amid ibn BRdTs, the lAtter 
by wPy of the former: "al-muh~fe~a el-tëmmg cala al-mumeyyiz?t al
sh~khsIyyg wa al-mut!lebe bi Jemï el-huquq pl-sivp.sïYVe ••• ", Bee 
al-Shih~, Februery 1937, p. 505. The program of reforms agreed upon 
by the delegates to the Algerian Muslim Congress touched upon mBtters 
whieh were religious, economic, constitutionsl and politice.l. AlI 
forms of interference, on the part of thé French, in the well-being of 
the Algerians should be repealed. The so-erlled kprris el-mu~temer, ta 
be presenteà to the Government in Ju~y 1936, covered such subjeets aS 
the abolition of the status of indigenp.t, the prohibition against land 
expropriation, land redistribution, the right of lpbour to unioni;e, 
the right for repre sentp..t ion in couneils, assemblies and PFlrIiament. 
Coneerning specificPlly Cp.bd p.l-Ham'!d ibn Bëd1S end his followers, the 
retention of the Muslim person:ü . stetus, the sepere.tion of st~te af-f'_ 
nirs from religious ~ffpirs, the return of hubüs ~roperty to the Comm
unit y, the independence of the cUlamâ~ and the reh~bilit~tion of the 
Arabie langur>ge, were of vite.l importance. The Fédération des Elus, 
the Etoile Nord-Africaine, the Assoeiptions of Sehool Tepchers and 
War Veterpns, who were represented rt the Congress, acknowledged the 
right of the Associp.tion of Algerien CUlslDl!.") to consider these dem~nds 
as an integrel pert of b~dly needed refo~s (see el-Shih~, July 1936, 
i. 235). By so doi#g, they hed recognized the princ i pIe s tha.t, indeed, 
1geria waS a Yuslim end en Areb entity. The Blum-Violette proposel, 

which would become a ri~st step towerds the edequete politicel repres
ent~tion of the Algeripns, died in 1938. The Fineneiel Deleg~tes rem
~ined the sole represent~tives of the Vuslims of Algerip. The Code de 
l'Indigénat survived. The Law of 8 March 1938 retainedcthe c~ntrol of 
the Stete over the teaching of Arebic. The unofficial Ulpm~ were 
hr>rassed aS subversive elements rnd ennemies of Frpnce would. The Gov
ernment refused to relinquish its hold on hubüa property, on the adm
inistrption of the Islamic lew end on the treining of the CUlema~. Comm
enting on the ppat fouTty six yepra, "Beyn rl-m~~I Wr ~l-~p~ir", in 
al-Shih~, Ap~il 1937, p. 67, h:",d c~bd p..I-J:ramld ibn Bp.dI"s indic~te 
thr>t, aince the plea which !luhR~ .. d e.1.;rihir ibn pl-Hlljj ~uC:lzz, HAm1d~. 
ibn Bpd~s p.nd (Ammp.r ibn Ahmpd m~de on io A~ril 189l-to the French ~uth
orities fo~ these spme reforma, nothing hpd been pchieved. In the l~st 
issue of p.l-Shih!b, AugusZ 1939, p. 356, he wrote: "inna ~l-~ knd~t 
tagtaC al-AMal min istimi krlimpt pl-bukfrma fr hAdha pl-m~wdü aw t~ra 
lM' 'a.msù rI" h~dhe. pl-m'1din". 
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'h~ f~i1ure o~ the ~renc~ to introduce thR neces -ry ~o~itic~l 

co'üd nossïiJ1y ir:'1nrove ~s r- res'Jlt of' discussir-m -nd cli-1or:ue now 

f-i1C'd to see ,"n~l nr-~cefu1 outcom- of' th'"" i:"'1.;'linent conf'r,-mt~tion 

w:üch ::~ess-1i ~:-.j.j ~do":')ted :"9 e~r1y r>S 1926. In snite of the r-cUc,.-l 

ch-np;e in the tone of r-1-Shih~, hr: h-d re:n- in0d ~ 1ioe~-1 y,ri"w trusted 

17 

• 

17. -;"!1r; :l)ci-1 -:'_i~o""'de~s 0-<' ti1e -':hitties, in A1~C\""ic-, f.irfe:r:-nrl :r:--d
ic·!_l'.' ~:r:-c)""'_ ':;--_OS~ 0-<' ':}-;i'> '1:-Ayi'J'lS ce:: .... ,ury (the '~-rr:ueri7.te r871J1t o.e' 
1)02 in. ',',->.ic:-" ~ :'-:-->'''l'lt "'-3 ins~:'~lY'~nr.~.-l ir. C-'lJ"'~l"!r- ".r~e d~''::Îl Or r:;,f'';7-

,..., .. _, ?u"":)"'\e-n~ ':r-- f-,}:- l-sf: t---:iti"nr->l re"Tî}_t ,j,n ,':1 -,,::"'i-, sr>e ';>,- • 
:·~r>--on, Le~ .~~"":'it;ns ••• , '0.1506). In 1 1 34, in GlJn2":.~n'::in~, -n i:-. 
1')37, in ~J:ïi(;ie11I, r"'vlJ:-':s o-f' - 80ci-1 nc-';·t:-e in'rol"!eri :Lro :1e'" '11"ole:
-""'i·:. '~'~:r;"., '7e"e !1')t c6n':.-ined '::'J _.\lr"'-i~ b":, ~'11",.,-ri ir:'to "1J:;ü:i~ -noi 
"~::-I)C~O (2f"e L- -:J~ïAci:e r~e Co·!st~n".i!1"" 6 Aurm~t 1:134, 9 ?~br'.l-::-·' 1 ',37, 
29 Oc:o::-,~, 19:37). Cb~ ·l-~.:-""',rr; ibn J-';'è.ïs w::-ote in 'l-S:-.L~h. :~')"r':-:!~_e" 
1937, '1. 4IJO: "r""'1..-- n'pn:"j -f'~ in,:-n'- n-:-v-or.~!"l 'nn' h;-"::-.i!-":i 'l-'l"-';rr; 
-~ ir-'~---l"·r-" (""""'-~"r'~ l.·~tr·,n-z"''' "". ·.r.-'''.--~'''i·' ,.., .. ·.-.')0 "'1- ~.,..,C,~·t _~ - _ .' " ", • .. ... - _ ..-. • '-" ' v '. .. • ~ .~........ .- - •• '.,. .... 1 .... & .~ 

bi kr.,..-,...,-Li>~ '''- _'.,·r. h·" "-'~-k'l'" ..... ~r;ïh- -'r';::- ",r,·t'·""iv~"'i~- '0.- i-::·i,..l~'-
ï", '7T~ :;:T:":"""" -··T",b:Cl~· ;ï'~,A·";.rlï"c:",h· :"-·i",'·~:c~:·,-·t'~~-c""~'l -,i'~-k""'''' 

... • .... - '" ',. - - 'A ..... -.. r _ .... '.. . . .. .J .... .. ,-. - _... ..... 

("l'l'fudih- 7i~ :-o-:-.-fC -"::2i1-:i::- 'l-l;::)in~ bE:.- K' s;-'51::- -l-T~-::1 '1-~_' ',i 
l""·,~-: :~i"r- roi r-·.~,-:i·.'" ~~i:.- 71- tp.~ik~_i:-.- "~·Jn-r_,- t t. In /·.l-c. i"', '.~~t: .''''l:-:~_-
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~odeTnism ~n( A1fe~ia 

The strugg1e of the A1~eTi~ns for uo1itic~1 reforms h~d not been 

sole1y motiv!'1ted by thpir determin~tion to nreserve their own ident-

ity. The .A1geri",l'S f~ced tliei!' st~te of b~ckv'~'rdness pnd were reso1ved 

to correct it. W'hereAs the reform of their society i'lou1d be ~chieved 

by their return to the pri: ciry1es of their religion, the sciences 

which todpy f10urished in Euroue shou1d be borrowed fr')m the Eurou-

e."ln-s. The ?~us1ims hpd "'lre,""'dy nn 'rouri!'ted know1edge from other 

sources th~n their own in the ppst. Nothing urevented them f~o~ ren-

18 
e~ting this exercice in the nresent • 

ims lost trust in ~r~nce: "~l-w~oi' ~n~ ~l-ihtif~l~t bi murur mi 1 pt 

'-Am Cr-1? ib.ti1~1 ~l-,l~z~:)ir l~m t~hmi1 li ~h1 r-1-bi1"'d i11a khit~bpn 

f~rir.::hp Wr-> mUndfl'J prb~t~t p'cw~m 1-m r-t:-? op i 1fi W?'i ici. mi:; ~l-i 1-

phpt p1-'~ti t~1",b!"h:- w.., wu id bih", ~h1 ~1-bi1i'id", r-1-Shih?'b, June 

1935, ry. 239. And "h~dhihi ~l-a~~Ivvp p1-1~ti 1pn t~fnp. w~ l",n tpzùl 

hiyp. hpr~kpt U!J'll'!lP t 11rïd ~m tr>hfr? n~fs~h.., w~ tusf.iwwin dh_kr! psl~fih? 

W? tnht~fiz bi mumpyyizptihp w- tur7>thih:" p1- enta fI" in k-npt li p;h-yr

inp k:"r~m",t fp1 y~t1pm dh"'lik~ ~l-gh~yr ~nn.., l~n~ :-yd~n kr>rpmp WP sha

~", n1-Shih~, M~y 1937, nry. 165-166. 

18. The ':')"!"ob1e~ of ~uslim b:-ckwr-rdness gre~t1y disturbed the ~!us1ims 

~~ter the midd1e o~ the seventeenth century. The observr-tions by the 

Ott 1m~ns Koci Bey !"nd R~d.ii H-1if? Çe1~bi (see N. Berkes, The devebp

ment of secù1-~ism in Turkey, Y.ontre~l, 1964, p. 19) were being sh~red 

by ~n ever gro"Ninp, numbe1" of '!.usli'Tl intellectu"'ls. In Alt-e~i.." 'pbd 

~,l-F.~mïd ib:1 B;'-r; ts pnd his fo11owe 1"s c nceded to the Ev lues thp t, in

decd, :'his c untry w~s in p s:,..,te of bpc~~~ ~'dnr:ss in cO:':'l'n:-ris~n to ?r

r>!:CE' , ~o!' i;."t~nce. Civi1iz~tion (tplIl?d u~) w~s nr",:-sent1y in ::.u~o"l-:: 
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The .P~gerip,n reformists hpd refuted the vi~w th1?it Isl2"m and the 

vRlues which ceused the Europepns to prosper Viere incompptible with 

one ~nother. They h~d isolpted the sciences pnd the technology of 

Europe from the rest of Western civilizption pnd argued thpt only 

these should be bo~ro"'/ed by the Muslims. They hp.d refered to the 

scientific knowledge v.rhich their forefpthers appropripted to thems-

elves from the Greeks, the Persi2ns pnd the IndiFms. C'abd pl-I;!emïd 

ibn B~drs a.rgued thpt they were only able to do so pnd benefi t mo st 

from such f.lppropri~üion in thpt the:v rem~ im~d loy~l to the princ-

iules of their religion ~nd its lpnglJ.~ge. This Wr>S p pre-condition 

19 

which hpd been ove~looked by the Evolués in Alge~ip 

(à-Shir:~, Il Sp'lJtemè·er 1927, u. 3). Over his Kitiib ••• , Tpwfïq pl

?lpdpnî cO:-:1r.lented, in .,.l-Shih;:;b, }!.Py 1932, u. 261: "ul?J-tk~ pl-lr>dhina 

b~zpghp min cindphum ~l-t~mr-ddun pyy?m kFnp pl-gh~rb kulluhu fT zulirn~t 

bpcdih~ f~wop. bred ••• ". Other nrtions hr-d hr-è their decr>dence ps weIl 

~nd the Al~eri~ns sho~ld not desn~ir. 

19. (pbd pI-~i~~ïd ibn 13i'dïs, nddressinl'; himsel~ to the -:-:V0Iu;s, h:-,d 

st~ted: "wP idh~ nplp pbn~~ jtl~k ~l-muslimün Di ~l-th~opfp ~1-1~dïd~ 

i!1nr> "l-~!'l(1Ion bint nl-br-b,t:-, t~l!!1'Ibpn nW tptr1d ~n bi dïnnk fp oull 

l~hq!!1 mu pzzizpn m:-th!'llu::u!!1 pl_r'tl~ h~,dhp pnn:- :-l-i?l~!!l s;:::~ir !'ll-br-1;th 

WP kh,., III ihi Wr' (im;r;dihi", se~' ~ l-Shir.::"b, ',~p;ch 1')30, TI. 10. ~:e h~d 

..,lrei-C:Y r,'loted one !.r. C~spn()v~ in s~'rir.p.;, in r-l-Shi!":iOb, Jr-·nu~?""', 193G, 

n. 29: "~tloid ~l-k~t:-:Irun !!1ir:n~ pnn ... :-,l-~usli-în 1:- y!' str-tïCün 
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The Evo1ués confused the sciences h~rboured by th0 Eurouer-ns of 

the nresent wi th Frencb ci vi1iz~tion ~nd F::-ench c,)l t'Jre. They cou1d 

not h~ve been further mis1ed. C:.,bd ~l-H~mïd ibn BFdïs indicpted the 

re~sons behind Eurouepn scientific r>chievement pnd cOr.l!)pred it vTitYl 

the cpuses of dec?.denc e r-"'ong the 'tus1ims. The Europer>n ren:-- i " c: ~nce 

stemmed from the 1iber~tion of the West from the shpck1es of their 

OVin Dp..rk Ages. The contrib'.ltion of the 1:~us1ims, pt the t ir~e, wn s a 

significpnt on~. The Eurouepns did not p~r-ndon their own identity 

for the spke of revivp1. Likewise, thp r,ru s1ims sho'J1d not be exuected 

20 
to surrender their own v . .,l.ues for the spke of P'tly kind of urop;ress 

t p m!""ththu1 prp :>pnr W!"l h-dm r'f'k~rpnp ypCt~('fidün dh~likp Wr> yr-nsün...:-.I!!.!.:: 
n .... br "1-Is1~m huw~ p1_oF Jî1 bi !'lnnp fpÇ.l !""~-'~lm kf:~yr min f~dl '71-
tib~dp' , • 

20. :-- 1- SfliÎ"':.f'i1) , Sn "te~fr.er 1937, n. 314, reur odur.ed !""n ~rt ic ie by :.:uhpm
m .... d E.,s.,nr'!n ::T-"k-1. In r"\'Tps~)I1 -l-i[::iy~" \'7 .... i:-.iy;:;')un~ bi Ü:iYR')' 
!!1~dln?\' " the c1~ i""1 "',h.,t Eur~,nc> oner' -t:ëd' i ts ren; i'~~,~pnce bv r;·,fr.ct- . 
inr: t"('11ïd "r.. ::-~~utin~ ,iu:"'n1d, cl'im '''hicr, GUP'rres~e~;, t:-l·t -til r . rpf'orms 
bpinco: -dvoc--ted n.v th'" isl""prs ~0':11 inv~ -i:::)l.V re;:']:t in 't:: c: mar;t>-n_ 
i~.,tion of I~~~ ir. ~~cieties, w!""~ bei~~ -irad. ~he s"~~ view w.,s he]~ 
b'.' Sh-kïr Ars::'~n 7':-,:"Jsr Lim~dh- t-')..!"kr.kf:.,r~ -l-r.l'ls'i":'i1n, C~iro, 133C, 
w-~ ~-rtlv renrsri~~e~ in -l-Shit;b, ~.,~ch 1331, un. 211-224. ~[::e ~p3B-
~-e o~ ... ·'·nr-p "lt"()~r, ~-.., c,,,,-~ ... ,, ........... ~l··l">rl·-"' ... •· ... ;.-"'·, "'p~r ...,;r-t·1,rp..- "0 

~, . '~ ..... __ .. o... o.... '"" ',.., ~ .... t-: 1"" .. __ .• .ao). .... ... '"" ' __ ......1 .... . ,. .,1 

b-~4-,~~ t~_r"!i-:- ")'''ln ~i~l:!'i7,....Lio~ "'!'1': c':lt'J~&l .r o:" ~-.-.;::)~ or :'!-l.r. "'7~e:lr~:. C~h~ 
-:_::.,:"'!ï r

; ib:-: ~';-':rs -:~i:ït._i!1nr; ':21-", ':;."~'! ~~IJ'Jl': ir."'7it-bl·! ~'i:. ','}-:r- "'T'~' 
':07'':~C':':'" "":~),:0.~·r..i.2"':ian W~'2 ':0 ce "-'l'-}-:t ·.~it:,ü: ~nr··:; ':J"":;' ~e- i"i:-'r tC'·-:
iticn. -t!1~ :~..,,'):.',:..~ ··~~·l:~· ~i-""'\l", !-~- .. te ":'J ~0~r.~~"","" =.;:--l'")"'"\:-.~~. ~·.i~t')~·".r i:-: 
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~l-TT~mïd ric;f1.tfu11y re:m~rked, reT'1rine'.~ eGse:iti~lly extern:-1 ~nd 

superfic ir:>l. The J:vo1ués bOTrovTed the l~ngurlge of the Frrnch, t~leir 

Vrys ~nd th~ir h~bits, t~ei~ pttitudes rn6 their ment~lity. They h~d 

mist~ken p11 thpse ~or the c~u~es of Eurouepn power. The ~dv~ncemGnts 

o~ the EUrODeê-nS ought to be ~ound in their m~stery of scipntific 

knovr1edge rnd tec:'~no1or::v pnd un1ess the !,rusli~s we ... ·e ~ttr~cted by 

this fe~turr of Eurone,-thev were ~Asu~pd of 1itt1e success in t~is 

21 
"lTor1d 

21. <""'bd r-1-:::.~""Id ihn 3~àIs frowned unon the b1in,: i~it· tion of the 
Settl~rs b:'T the Evo1ués, in r1-Shi:r.~, Octo'er 1938, D. 91: "lrvs~t 
r 1-m~ clrnïvv~ ,bi ~ 1-zr-Jr~'1;:-r if ~ 1- l ~ t i y~ n shudh~ br>c çi 8hrb;:;bu~.: ~ 1- ~n 
~:-~Jn ':T~r~J"I};im'" ~1-2}:~hrw~t t~hdi!')'; ~l-~k[:l"'o -1-f~cti1r 7lr tr-druk 'i' rh 
h:::dhi:1:L-=-)'_~.llc."'ml~ w.~ inn~m- .. l-m~d!"lnïy,,'" m~ sr-.!ll}E,_ .. r-g.::-rl :1,1_ cib~dih..L!ï 
kit"'ibi!li". :~i~ obst:>rv..,tion Vl"'':', ~ correct one ~lt,!Jo'lr:t!. he h~d f"~iled 
7'0--';:ë':''7 ... , ,,~~t". <=:1''!'')''~~ici~1 "TP~"p~n~'Z.,tio!1 of' "hr . C01""li",1 sU""lect "0 
~h'ê' !1~:":.'~~"" ';r ~~lor:i-lisT'1 (~e~; i~ cont~~st, 'A. 7'~er.1~i, Po~t'~~it dl; 
c~la~i7~ ~~~c;d; ~11 '!")ortr~it du co1G!1i~~~eu~, Utrecht, 19~6). OV0r 
.,,' (CO ';-;"'-l,-.,-··-~To·'··· 'C~'7 '::-;-':!:-;-:-!dl;~;n~l~~ ~~t - ted, .; n -1- C'nïn 7"1o-., -='pb""-. • ~ ... . ._ v _ .. , ..... '. __. • .. .'. • .. _ ..... • ~ J .. 'J A. ... ~. u ...._ 

l1~~'T 193~;, '1. 174: : 'inn-- ~'-~-!1"r:nus -1-1~jhi-L:..}J~~sL~i!; .:)_-J.:-1~:'1 
j:;'- .... ~~" :::.-:~;.P'lï '.r-nsï;-li~ "'!in ·l_'"1'_.l!;:~~:_c ~l_f'-r~!;:"l'!'r- 1""- ·r~èk>'J))-.'l:': 
"'!:"i". ~": ~l_!~~-_ïrJ ibn .:j:<"'cn:", h·ri ser.?,ed ';!1C> C010::Ji-l :-:i"" .. -tian ~a~"---, . 
,::,4 .. ~ .. ,. ",re7: iL, i--: ~,1-:e !31'"1ic i,..~en ..... i~~r ~ ... '.,:-~(":l~ ~r-.!.~n "n~' ::îciQ-~c")!"!r:n:ic 

i!'1~·--:,-;"''''r.··r-~ion -;~ "?--!'1"!r.·_.s-"~r-p-·~i.-!'1 :- : ........ i~:.~ .... ···i""!>. ·~~i-cctr.r~ >is "~-_:) .. ->;"':. 
"._~ n ... ~ .... ,. r-~ :-;21S, in "'"1_-S:-.i:·~~:~, rJr ' .. 0, .. 0_,· ('!.- ~ ') . t:\ 7l-,...·n· 't .. :, ~ ... 

':-)-k:-~'-~"- -:'-"::-~,.,i·r·il~ i:~~~ :,i !;-::~,i::i~ ·,~~,k·· :{-"':';:.-5; ·:"~l--:T·~T,'·-
·l~~l--,..:._C·_l-·:-~:"i". :~ ~:;.n ·--··:i~,i-,.r. jr ~")'-r"':: _ ... ~·-.·--i~ ........ · 'j .. .rr: ..... • ~.... 't 
c!"', ... ··~ .. .:.:-:" :~-lf! <.·.~:.-::.-;:·-r·· ibn ;::"'.:! .. ~-("\-:-l" ':i-~ r,~' -i·':,r. -~;_.~ 
••• f"'I, .... ,!'1 c... • .lJ~J~ r!": ~'_.:..:: .. ln. ·:':~lJ.-· r-; .• ..,..r:~ -t"j ...... ,--,.·r..-... ~n,..; }:!':oe" ~.~,....,;; 

( ~.;r .... ~-:--:-:- .: .. ....,) ~,.,--. l,· .. 't.e-...... ;~ .. ~ .. kr .... ....... :i.· ... - ... ':: ... "'.,·.;.~. - - "-=---_-:_~,' 
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!:lOC1,'~ 'niZé1.tir::n of' :U,,,,,p~'i:-. By this he r>xnlicitl"r mer-nt tflP sciences 

w:1.ich ~'Te-""" no'Vl in the 'îossession 0"" the French shoulc1. be "cn' ired 

by "the Aln:eri:-ns. Fe h:-d c"n"':;-~~ul:-ted themselve:-- on their relir;ion 

c·lit:.r. ER r;~ve the exemnle of' the l'::r,rnti~ns whom h n con8idered '!'ere 

~lre~dy well on thei~ w~v t~vrrds rn-ste~inp the techninues o~ the 

.&'ul1y resiïted r:ll cont~ct 17ith ~,he F::rench civili7,:-I~ion, ("~bd -1_ 

in th .... ~(>c:'-nir1uen of' the Ch""i:,,~i:-ns could only but we-k r n "':he secul-

22 
• 

rJ? 7-", "'-ot",';n -1 -:::~,';'_.~ J~\1U-~' 1')32 "" 13· 11-1 Cy,,,,, il''r-~'''-1 ...... J. t;._ ....... -'.J ... _.J.._"~' ... ../ Jt '.Je. - _ ..... , ~_ ~ . -

~ ... v-;:;t ··~_ ... ! .. ·.-ïr: w- t-t~l!~ :lin-n- -8;':8 kull- ~-dr; .iv·'''' ~-lli'" 1'1- -1-
""I!"lÛn v-naü'f :-1-':::::-~~ -'r i:m r kl1l1:- d!":::--lik:- --:n-:::-t ~! h'lli"ic;;~-::J.-Z~·.r:-
:;yn--:::-1:;'~~--1-h- no::> ";7- , l-ti!'ld ... nîvv'" -l-khul ucnv"z-=- w., ___ J_-!!l:;~J1Yy.:... E.::.-
in ":1~ ~,:-'_'1:-1n"::1l ""tin -l--r,.t7~' ~r ~-f'r~~lrrl h~'l~~ihi -1-n'",:::!o' Y 7;- "'1 n~dh· 
=-_:_-;':-.5~~"'_d_!!:~j "-]r~!_n_ k":~ivr li O'J:"r"'. n.Jj.~"-,_",--l-n-"U ';,-i-:,1~~II. -:'r:~ 
~ i"'-"'--'.i'!1 0'" ";" ~i!1-1 ',:,:---,ic:: I~J~;n !:,d c- 11ged "'8')1" ~'J[1~o""Jr',1t~', r-."i;.:-, 
'""':-r: ''J :i~~lr."'- :;-'.,-'e (i~:',-:',~:..!.J' ___ ,,::-,"'1:_::;-7T~Q:Z-_7;- C.,,..i}l·!}~ __ ~.,:,; 
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b.~rrprn' k1JJlp sh,yJ, ~l-Shill'-;:;b, J,nnr:-y 1935,1).548). ~l"':Shih7-b, 
; Sent em':le:- 1926, n. 2, re'J'~oduced {'11).Ot, t i-::Jns from one Hugo ],!~prx who 
n,d st~t ed: "min ~l-mudhish pnn, 'fpls~fpt k,nt tut~bia tpC-;;lïm r'l_ 
isl7'm dpC. p kint il.!" pl-cudül c~n pJ:.n~zp.riyv~t il~ ,1~1:j;'o~-w;-r;kkpzp 
f'!'llsrfptr'hu-.:..1-ikhl?'oïyvr: e~l~ ""l-(1:=:ëïd~ ...,l-~nivp iZ:m!Ol m~ t~iib ...,n 
Y-:- ]nrchu si':,r:-k idh~ k:n'" mrkrn!'k wp idh r bIk-:---r:=-:-iid t,C'filYm il-isl""m 
~l-ikhl-:=;(1ïvvp thummp shF)::> ..,k!':ir m1Jsht~r...,k b..,,~,rn~ f...,lsr->f...,t sbinuzé' wr-
b~":J~ ~"'~""lJ:m '-'l-isl::-!!! f~ ki1-;;num..., v,orp'5p,n ""l-brYT,ditll .jrm'fCih..., khP'
dl.COp Il. l.Y'pÇ....,t -ll~h 'l"~ ipn..., ~i ,~-o:=c;l1=' w~ .:.l-Qp<Îpr ...,l-};LUkm_.:..l.::.pC:l p 

w~ f...,wop h~ah~ f..., l.nn"" pl-~...,ll.v...,suf ,l-...,lm...,nl nitshi V'-rml il..., n...,fs 
~t-rp i].:v::·ü t::"t'~--;-'l-ISï~--R.·-;ï~ v-:t-'::"ë;-iI~0ï-mithl ..,1- ~C.lp 
idh..., k;:-n~ y~tt""Cli~. k..,m..., ~r -l-is.:l-~.:..:?~: ..-l-i!1s-n y~rtàfi t d..-;;:-PtTr 
silm ...,l-k"'mp~_ bi ikhdi"c nrfsil~i li ,l-n-S"rm vrP pnn~ ~l_ghr:-yr ,1_nih;;5ïvi' 
li "'l-insrn ~l. h~dhihi ...,l-b...,v,t hiv~ ..,l-wueul il~ hrdhihi ~l-m~rt~bp 
mrrt..-b;.:-t rl-mithl .-,l_"cl..., VT!'> vuoprr~r ...,l-isl:=-M k"'mr yuoprrir nitshi 
,h!'mivv~t ,1-,; ism li !' l-rûh fi, hln'!p yurl.d ...,n yrkhd~ ~hu li ...,l-nr~~m vr 
,.,l-n,.,zpm fi cu!'~ ~l-islp",: m.,.C n i'11u c;l...,bt ~l_nrfs -:-v oumv...,t ;,l-ir~dp WP 

khrVT w...,sTIrt l i k~b ...,1-sh~h~w;rt hi'"" (1U".'lwrt -l-ir:=-d-:- w" ' usn ~l-ni ~ 
pl.'" h~dhr ~:. inn'n""· n...,,;id t~sh:::Ouh t...,m b-vn: ~1-is1~m WP ~ m"'o "'l-~~k~~' 

~1-f~ls~~!'vy~ !"~-urubïyv""'. ~l-Shih;;'b cé)';ld not h!'"ve bepn more ~'1010g
etic in th,., "ddress it m"de to the Ev01ue8. 7his distorted exe"'cice 
beca~p "ndc~8f·.rn ·r.blco when one ~::,e"!i7.es DOW' imbu~d the Evol'lés h·-à. bec
O!"le ':,rith eV0~'t:-:inr- "Te:=:tern. lroy! -:h...,f; Is1~m :->nd ~ subst~n~irl n...,rt of' 
"!e~~e""n t,hOllf"ht ~.'Jc:;,e si!"lil~r, t}"e:c'e S:iO'lld be little noint ~or t!1P. 3v
Olll.);S ta cO::.ti:îue -:0 èes'lise th~ir J''=- ip;ion. As '-'l-Shih;Q, 28 November 
1926, p. 1, ~"lt i~ ~h'Îllld reDe~t: "~_ ,r'1-gh r Tbivvün };';:.l.rt .... 1-muslil'YJ 
~1-t...,~îsp f:-> V"'}i~ibnn""h'" min dIn "'1-isl~ w~ lPkin -:-1-1"'dh!n~ y~drusün 
:-ninhum -1-isl~m d!'"rs:--n Cn"''nïv~y...,mt~likhum "'l-d~r..sh liT:l~ yusÏ1 r hidun 
!"lin ,1-:---=-~:9~vnr- uy"l ~l-isl!"'!:1 ""'::0 ~bw:::l "'1-"1us1ir1!'n". And over th!'> 
inv"'J.irli',', 0'" t.he Ar"'bic l~np:u' p,e ~a cane i7:it:--. th~ sciences: "l~w l"'m 
': r kü'n ~ 1- 2.ur:y ~ 1- C.., J'~ bïvv!'l llJP':--.L r t 1'Yl r d rnrryr V!~ Cu.T!1T~.n w.., l~VT 1 .... m t "'kün 
1,) -:'1? mut t!" s i t~t ~ 1- ... f'r;r p;h~;; ïv-:,r,..,t - 1-!"111-fri'Q.E"t .... !~ ~l-t -. r:::klb 1 im'" i st ~
tr- cp ~sl...,f1L1(1Un ~n ,,~n(1u).u il~"h~ C u1ü!"l yun:::n w' !"d~b fFris w"" ""1-hi?19,", 
~ee -l--::}:i':-,-;-'"o, -'p1:r"--~v 1939, 1"). 15. 'T'};is ':r~s bninp' rddre"'''ed to ~:he 

~'>lol";;f: w;:'J"~ ClVl -l_l,l...,~ï~ ibn 3~Gïs rlesc~ibeè., in tile Anril 193f: issu"', 
"1. Il, in :.h8~e wa~r.s: "hi ,:;!"'"t,;-:u rkth!'"ruh1lm l~ y-t-k r ''!''"1ün r:h~lib-n 
il!- '~i ~l "'r-~-' r1 .t'~~ . .... ~!'.,. . .., '"T- l~·,,,,r ":;h"'lik~ ~inr"l'71 hi n~sd ~l_tr~~1;U'~ 

~i-'~l' '-~4"_:~'ui-""- ri L-~hhr- rl~,,"k'n!~ bid,..L~":" h:~~-~ C~l~ -i """r"'" '7" -:, .:, ;rqr";'~: b-Ï ..., .. ,.,:.; ... ; ~- ';~:~lik'" ..",~ZC!Or.1~~~ bi">';~ ~-"t"ll,);i~:i,~ ~l~ 
li;~'~ï_rr:~-!':~I , . .,;",.~r1ri-1~ '~~·ni~·h~~~r.: "i:t'"j'-.rn: c'ind~ ~î_t~k~llllJ.~ b<_ 
,,-,,:-t.,c;rp:::!-~·, il~:'-'::'-.t'kY!' n",f'~'lr'l 9r"t,~'~- ;:}:'lJDn .,l-t-'r~t rl_C".rl.l:L:L:". 
C -:- :; r 1 _ -- - .-. r: i }-. r1 !3;:; ,1 ~ ~ h - r1 ' 1"" f"e cl '.11"" -::V 0> F'" ,- 0 J ~ - :'" n ~ .. r: i ~ 1 - ~. ~ . - --" • -- . -

": :" ('"'J r- r. r. ... , 1 -. ~ p ,... n r~ ~ . :: ..... , ~ r. ~.1' 'r ,'"\ r1 i r. ..., i: ;: 'J •. ~ ~ - ,... !1 ,.. ~. .... () , f'! ~ . ~ i ~ ~ i r ~ 1r .~- .... "~T l Co r: r r .' 

• " • .Jl.~ ._ -~ ~ (.~' -6 '".' •• ', _ ~._. ,_, ··r. :- i-'-'0'.t' ... ~ i'~ ~~t, -""'e' k ... ~" ?'!"" :.~:-! .. ,r·t r~~ .,... --nerj 7: i.":-. . F.·~ ,'-

.. ',- ~ L., r."""\ :. ,.. ,.... ...... 1 ~ ~ n -...... n -!...... :"l' i ') r. .. "), ~ - .. , .. ,. ""; ,: i '~ -,'&" k ,- r; ",',' ... ':' 1. - '", .... r.· ~ 

1-!~-" r-r. (:-('"'1 -"'i';~, .2=.-ï1<l.:.' ~. r .. 4). "~---::.i· ~b, ;; ,,:C 4r,:--n'" ~)%7, r.-.,",_ 

-- .......... -("'t ,': .. i '""\ ~ - i ..... '.... . ....... -: i ~ 1""\..... r. -,,..,..:.. r:. ~-: ":. i ro:. t; ""']:-J; - f'"! ", .. ~. .• ~ .. ..-·.,l 

.... !.~?) i'~' . ~ r, , ".,..." '" .. o". n '"1 .., :"1 ',,.. : ", i ~ r. ...... i, r" r."'; i :J *~ i . ~ r l -=- .. 
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(::>bcl ~1-E""1ïr1 ibn BP-dTs h~d been clr~1.vn into the (iscussion over 

th0 ~('eL~ t ionslü 1') oe+'Yleen :1"8l ü,;ion ,.,nel the Stat e .., s ~ rr "OuI ~ __ . of t.he 

-----------------------------

the 1'''''on!,~r:;t h~d o""de"ed one _~.co l1i" vO!'1n~' ions to st'lGY tri" Book of 

t:-J.° Jews !'Co l-.hr-t, r)Dce ':1.e h-d le- rn-'-. t::F'i~ l~:lP:u""ge, h'" c ulrl cO~"es"'\

onrl. wi-\;:tl t~;em in "-.;:~i"" (WTn I-nr.·~~e. The le~rninr: of foreign.l~nP:u

~p'es w~s '~.rinr: nr~isF'd. 'l'hl" l....,~rninr' of Ar~bic .... pr:\. ined ~ dutv for 

pvn-~,., P.IP,"T ir>n t 0 • bide by: "rnin };J.!'>('10 in~ ~ l-'g'~ï ib c~ l!"yn~ r-n_.nuk r o1ri:-n . 

~ 1- C~,...'" b l'",.~ YT~ k;'.u:;ü s ~ n ,..,..,n kl: ~ dFffi '·1- c~ ..... ~ b1-.2.':' ~ b J.. __ cr- alÜ, i w~ _ ri)1:tih i 

w~ lrv;::tihj.....!..!...!....l7~ ,..,in h r aoi.l1!' ~yQ.·n ~n n~rt"'bit bi ~nb~ .... 1-c~r~:·,~yvr" 

irtib~t .r.1-a~lb w~ ~l-lis"'n irtib~t ..,l_cr'ol Vlr_:_].-t~fkp· irti 'Ft ~l

shu'11r VT~ ~l-t~'('1chr khu?iJ.s~n Cind~mp v-:.tl.:IT?:.k ~l-.shuCur .f'l-".::'I".:.-_lJ 

r-mrin h7m w~ t ~t ""'W'P ,j Ij..,h ~ l-c'Ü~b ~·l-( ~r~bï'.r·~ r li t ~krïü}ë';,zr,..,' " see 

"l-Shih';-o, ]E .... rch 1934, 'O. 143. ':'he r:,,,ry wiüch h..,d heen r-llowpd to cll?v

eTou betw"~en the EUTÎner>n l~nM.lr r:es rn,3 the A~"'hic l~nl"1).:=ge s}'lo'.1ld be 

bridr:ed, ~cco:""d:inr:: ~o ( .... bd ~l-T.T~mïd ibn 3A:.ïs, T'or the s .... ke of .... chiF~y

in~ th~ rnoderniz .... ~ion of Al~eri~. ~he nx-~~l~ oT' 3ev~t ~h0re the scien

ces .coro~ :Surone "'o11.n(; t~~eir "f,'V in~o :h~: l''!O'll1t'!'V bv me"'n~ 00&' +,he Ar"b

ic ~_~nD:lJ.r·r"e, sho 1Jld be imit~t.ed. In ·te~d, c"'bd ~'l-":'"'''~JÏd ibn 13~~ïs h~d 

~ointpd ta ~-,he ·~'.Tn0 of tr~ditian~l educrti"ln v.r:-:ic:, ..... ,:-:-, ~·.ninr '11'" ci:iceè. 

in ~:o'!'th AL'ric ~: "T'~ br-"n"m~ ~l- ~ iJ.,.,.,ïdh ~ l-urubbI" 'U t:- r~·dd~d il.., ',1-

~l-rn~d~ris ":7:-. ~l-!::'llliv,·t ~l1t;_l~or~rJ_,..,in~: f'unun."'n n~'?~-'ï",-,~ -crr> 

C"~rlï,,,r.., :Ji r-o)l .... t lls1i1hihi "'7'" "or"bï·-i idh" bi"1-tilm!6h T'l ""'d::-risnr: 

"..,t .... r..,d~3N~. ·:~.., .. n- ~l-m..,.i~lis T'l b~b.r ~in ~l-khil~~t .. ,~- "'l-"~".1m~n·sh;:"t 

"1-!"1·1: .... rj':k:h .. ~_ ai t'il .1 z~~~n (,,1<> T.1~ f~ rl -(ulum ~l-islr!:ŒT':- min 

s;~'.'7h..,,.. 1,,"'r ... ·T~ Inb"o ""'1'1 T' id , " see rl_Shih~, 1) ::~:v 192 7 , n. 11.. T}:,~ rR"-

'J~:::' of p~l·l.r.rtilJn w..,s n~'!'': o.co t;h~ "":'Jdr·-""Jiz·tion ~roces,,:. Its lJ.nifi~..,t

i:Jn '.'.'-·ul·'" ..,~.so h~·.re to be :-ci-:ieved in w>!ir:h th'" nU'1i l. ···o".ld ::oon hec

~~n nx')o~rd ~o ~h~ ~e~"hin~s oT' his '!'~lir"ilJn rnrl ~o ~h~ ~ciences 0'" 

~'J.""~""e. c~~,.: "-1.-~-~--r·~ ihn .B~"~T::,'~ ~-r"l~"nt "''J~ .., rJ' ~i"):.·' !"":~rn "'·"lr.

~".i~·n in~.'.~r .. i,,·:-n.,e·te,l t;>r- 'riAws ')T' 3';:;:-:11" :-l_Sr+'r':-r in -~"l'1i:--i"". 

~hn::~ "ri n-:--, -'-0 . e +'')'J.n~ in -:.~·"le --"misierme, II, '1895, ""'n. 277_27-':', 

7.·n"1r.."'-·:~"i·~...,!1tl">d ~it'1 r"; thp ~=""--;i"ï"v"" rl~",~.-'·.r. (r~"; ~J.-:-""""'l~ i'hn 

~~"~-l'" •• ,''''(')-1'''\ ·'·'nl·~l· .... l"1 nX'1"' .... l ....... Y1C· P ,..~~....,·1--:, _. -''''P~1 ' ...... ; ....... rtn",,'" --':'0~ ""'",-,... ,..-:.,....,..._ 
.~ .. ,. _... ....., •• r:.. .' ~. _" • . 1'. _ . _ l' ... ." . 
r-!'1~p o~ c:.~~~-. -r. ~,.:'1~,..ti'""n i~ }~i,... ':! 'l~'"~~'. ·:'h n ":'"1'''· ~r" f) .. ,rr; ....... ' -, -r 4>i-?,,; 

-l'"'l~_ in'-'~ '::'''' =.., :-:,-. j .... ~ ~-·te ·~.i::: .. o;·l .... ~ i~ identi~v 0'1":. ~:r''''r~~ ~t 4-~t=) (":.-:(r"")r,~~"n 

,-,r- ~!-_n bc~-;,...r"i.Ls ')C" ~'"'.'!t~~'jf)~""~'" ~i .... ti'.i'7.·· it;'1' (C_":~"1 7"1 .r! 1-:" .......... ;-L. ' ~._ 

!,:";~-:::~'"l ~ __ C ..... :;_! .. "!, ... ). ~t? -~.-'"'::"'_i!--:~-:-, J'l~.r. J )3t-,·,,-:).--2;~-~~· ---.. -----... --
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uersisti~~ inte~~erence o~ the French government in the rplieious 

tow-rds the co~~lete resupct o~ IsIF~ in the newly ~cauired territory 

of North Afric~. It h-d reD0-tedly ~or~ul~ted its successive no'icies 

with th~ nV2~t intent 0~ subverting th-t reli~i0n -mone its lfuslirn 

c-Jler]. incHee:10us ïolic~T of Ti'r-nce in Al.tJeri". Wl-.ile the Evolués urgeà. 

i n:ion in French Al{l"eri~ - n': be tween the ~. f'f- i:'8 o~ Isl;:-r.! in th- li "'e 

• 

,.. ..... -:'!1f"'1 b"':.' --:~""! oL' ~~,.:-:~)_,. '.-n-ir-·- rn~r-"'i-!'1;' :r.r~; "';~j"lr~ r:p.·····i."":r,~·· .. ~_ 

tr: =-~~ ", ,.~;)~ .. : ...... ~ "0 ~rb~ r::_:.:"'--;T'~ ib'1 ~~ 1 ...... ")'l~i'!;- ,..,~.~ ~'_'L---:""·r.r! 
",rr"l .. '"":--, .t", n :-'i~~~~ 'i-"~ ,,":S' 7-..-.r! ..... ·. "'0' i~::~:: . ro· .. _· .... ', ..... l,-r. t, "·0 i· . !:;"',-

~=:c=~~, i~_~·:.<_-=.~~:=~ ~;._~r'~.~:.::_~:~.)~; ~~~~:_ ~=')~r·i:~~r~: ~-~;~~~~~ i~~ 
""' .; r- ..; ~. - ,., 

... - -., - .~ ';:--': ':-

i"'r. 



-311-

8f subsist~ne'?,' we-('e 'r1"'oe Ti:lr'nei~11:r deDeno_ent on th'" 'i'rench St~te. 
3y 1907, two ?J.1Jn:1?"8('. ~n(l thitty T'lO!'3nues, eip.>lt~! :,':ro z~w~:~, the rel
ieious e~ue tion ~t the th~ee o~~ici~l m~dr~s-s ~n~ ~ll Ar~bic e1uc-
'" tian ,.,lus the ent i""'e oaçlî .iust. i8e ':!ere bei:'l/"l' é';lJ.b:::: idized by the Govel~n
'TIent. /'..1 thou[':h t.he deeree o·f 27 S,.,,·')teplbe-r 1907 re-i ter~t ed the inde'1-
e:ldence of ~.'_l I~J.~·~ic .",~-r~ir2 in /ù,n:eri~ ~:"l the St.,te, the eont'~}l 

whieh th'" Str-te m~int~inr-rl over the f,mbus m~de, in f~·ct, su ch inde'!1'C'd
enc 8 insie:nifie ~nt, e ~ ch meY!loer of' the -'el ipi 0US st ~ -l'f in Alf!eri~ h,v
i1]r- to deT-lenc'!_ on the G0ve·'n':lent for };ioo s~1~ry. See J. C~-'l'et, l'Le 
ref0r':lisme ••• , .,.,. 9-10. In 1909, ~ L~w on educ~tion n~on~ted ~he ryrinc
iule of secul~~' e ·ue- tion, re-llcinO' the te~chi'1r: of' T lirüon to once .., 
w8ek. The s o-c" '_1.ed k~ ·by1e n"liey 0'" the Gove!'m:'1en-r., whir.h ~ il"'led ~t 
~ttr;ctin~ the 3~~b~""s rW~V ~ro~ Isl~~ ~n~ Ar;bi~m, ~lso u~der~inrd 

tr;dition~l educ,tion (ser: Ch-:r.l. Age-;,,"'\n, J.Jes !'.lgpriens ••• , pp. 332-334). 
Over the "nAS 1., ion 07' o::dï .jus t iee, th" deeree of' 17 }\1")ri1 1889, TPdue
ed th.e .iuTisr5.ictinn o~ the Sh~r-r:-~ +.0 .f"~"ü1v -n,,!. inheritence m~~:te~s. 
In 1920~ -n -~te::Jnt to corlif'y t, 1118 18J_~·-:ie 'Tep ::lf' the L~w h~d se0n 
the "Je~n 0 r th" :;'~c'Jl tiT of J.J~w ...,t the U;,iversit'! of A1.siers, i!. ~tor~-nd, 
...,ni1 the Di!'ecto-~ of' Indir.:en~us Af·~""iTs, U. Lueirni, for:n..., C"~'''~'1is!')i:m 
to ST.".";.,r its f'ellsibi1itv (sep. l.evue du l·onc1e ;.~uGu1n"'n, Jun r' 1920, 11. 

20). In 1986, the GOYRrno:---GeneraJ. h!.'d ..., 'T'1oin ted the members of thi s 
eom·l1is--:ion. Th.ey wer8 Tt'rcnch • ...,l-ShifJ?:'b, 18 3U11'" 1926, p. 1, objee-:ed 
s:;ronr;ly to their n·l...,lifie~tion Ylhieh in(:ic...,t0d t.h...,t ..., br"'~ch in the 
8ecu1~""ist no1ir.ies o~ the Government w~s bcinF nerD-tr~ted. In 1932, 
~l-lT~,ï;:-h nY'on8sed th'" eT('~tion of" ..., relip,i:Jus ~socir~.ion ":.0 8111")e:'"i50 
t~1e Is1-rni('! ~f'Trirs o~ A1~er'i!"; t'êis ~s"oc -tion '.'!0~J1d rec0ive its rliY'
er.tives Trm:l the reJ.i,r-ious e~t...,b'.i~11J'1pnt • ...,l-Shih~b, dove·'her 1932, n. 
571, re.jeeted ~nv fOT""'.llp in 'T!hich the Gove~nr.lp.nt ;~s ,:li"('ct2.~, or inrl
irectJv inyoIveè. in t:l''' re:1.i:-ion 0-1' tf:e '~ll"':e"i!.'ns. DUY'inr; thr> Alr-:-p"'i~n 
,ruslim' Conr:r""ss, in 1')36, the ob,iectian o.f" th"', f3s0ci~ti,;n 00&' ,·.J.r.P"i'·:-: 
c'TJ1""m~" +'0 ~;?le int.eY'f'~-pnee on th' ....,r"t o-t' the St~~.e in m,l;tev,s of' :rr'l_ 
in:ion .... ec,-,iv0d ~he """1"':",:)v~l 0f' ~l~. the r.1"'1r.>e: r tes. "110. r'-("lu"':-:t t-.h~t 'Il 
bubùs ....,-on~~.L..v be r,-,verted to the COY1"'1unitv ':,'''''s m...,r1e. This "7T~s ~Lr, ri.rrht 
o~ ":h~·\J.~'-'-·i-n n~ t ion. l'h" Govo··nmp.::t :o:h0111': .,lso 7Fi t~~dr~'i'T .f" .... o,..., ;']-:0. 

-t'ie1(1 0"" e".uc""":i')n. '!'h' rhr~e r~~i::tinF" ~~rlr'~""S s>o'ü,: b~ """''1 'r,,.,d b-' 
n'"".'! 0!1PS ··::".ir!>: ~:h.~ ~0~0~""'i"O':,:- "'')'Ü4 c8n-l:,"01. ':'h" o&"l:l",ti,:)n o.t' 1"""9:<) s::ou:J 
'JO ·.';~':>.rT"~',"~ ""~0""1 'md o ", 1:}'1'" O:·lt .... ()1 o.t' ',:-_~ ~~-t'? (see !"'1-3hi<~, J1.l1't 
197:1) ..... 1')'1) -'h" ?V()"l;'~ h~,.:l 8""1")0"'-0': "'t1fO. 1''1,,'''"''l·,..i-: (Ul~~::') 1'1'1 ........ ·1·:-....... .J., J • ~ __ • • ... .....J _ , • ., ... .L : J ..:...,J. 4 ...J,.. l'''.,:...A. • ., _ ._. . . .. ... • ... _ 

~'"'T'1~r:.r1 !'lr:-:-, SI') ~:uch b~r.r~tse t:--_~'r ~f7~r:>er. ·'lit:·l "',h~ ...,::"i'lr,i"'~e o.t' :lon_in":r:>·.t'_ 
~"""'-·::.~e --:{1 t~~· ""1:--...,...-'-, or-. .'>.~ ~- n~!l ~t ... ",e in th'" I:",,"l- "i~ ~.~~.,. i .... s o.&'" ~::~ 
,\ lJ' '" " i ~ :-:~ s i: ~ ~ h ~ t '-, }-, e" s ~ 77 th' r ~ ~ i r- .:. J . J ? ") 0 :. i ~ i e s 0 .t";:'1.,.. .. !1 r, P. ~ ~ 11' 'T i c-
sust'i:led :,""~r:i":i"n-lis"'" in .. \1('""·i- -t'0- :'!'J~' :')0 }onr. '.:':,ni"" rr.':n "J.~ï
~i~'""'e" '-'~::, !'l0 r1'l'lht, ·.··01' ie, ~:-_C'> t~, -!iti'J!": '").&' "'0; "-,'i·'r.> ~~,: "':--.e"' '>'"):-
,,":,:pd t:-.. ... : ~!:~ ~-0n~~ ~,...si .. ~te~3 i~~ t:-... r"· ~ -,r·~'J.~ti):! 1')1"" l')~:s~']-~'':'!~.i;:~~ '-~J':r-
L~,,_\ -,'~n-;-ne: """'".- ,,-,..,J..l·,..1n'Y'>1·e~'1"':!""'" """~ .,....,'~-'r '";.~'r'-"""1 .~~ ~ 7:",.,,.~i -onr! 
'~... ~......... . _, 0... ........ ~.I. ~ \;; _ ~ '.. • • J .• •. ' _. J. •• , •• • ~ ~.. ~ _ ..... 

~.; ·;~7.~~~~~1~~ "~~:~:~=~V~Ui=:fi;C'>_:~~S~··:=·~~'~' =~~;::".~~~; '1~~~:;~~~':~.~ ~:~·r: .. 

"':i:-~·'~~-·i-:-: ,.., .... "l. ~.:-.,.., -r;.- ..... ., J'1r"·,.4.. 4 ') br "'.- . r. r 1·" '.' 

ir-: ... ·.i·· ........... ~-r.4.':X .. ·• 
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,-

ed 01J.t si -1 e n~t i '"lnhood <'ni the c ·-m tAn t ion th,.-·t +'he n ~t ion h..,rJ ster;'.:..rned 

f-om T~lirion, thi~ vi0w nnd th~t cnn~ention h~d not bp.en restTicted 

24 

------------------- -----_._------_._------------ - -._--

i '-:;, , ',7'" . ~ . .) , , . r~_ 
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Th0 deb-t~ oYe~ te~nor~l ve-SUR sniritu~l ~~t~~~s s~ent Alreri~ 

"'s it h-d ''l']~:~:'T othe" I~uslim coun"trips. The Turkish :1evolution h~d 

set it or:. , new c::mrse. The v~:rio1J.s stene ,~r~1ich YTe1"e ~:-"~n in ':::'urkey 

in order to brin~ ..,bout th0 sen~r-tion bet~~en Isl=~ -nd th' Strte 

, 
di(l not n~ ss unnot iced ~::':.ong thr-: Alreri-ns. '-:'hp 370111 "s h~ iled the 

18t), c~~~",.ied -n -rticle bv hi'"'! ,,;!hic}-;. Ars1.~n entitled '''I,l vrnülün r 

:"'1n.., -l-t-nkür:1~ -1--lJ'l1~:iyy!"'> r!'.jiCïy~.r- '.'.'- -nn -1-u~r' rl_..,1.r.1·~::r:7'.r"" 

U>;1""~ f"''.'-'T~ r-:::-oiy" vr- l~ C:r.>!~rï:7:,r~?". In it, he il..,cl nointeô out th-t 

~itler rested thr Ge-r:1-n N-tion on Chri9ti-::ity -nd on its Ch~i~tirn 

')-st. T:tis -""~:icle '\V-s 'Jiï'"cted to thr. 'l'u!'ks bu~ "'1~o to the pr'rsi~nê, 

"'nr::. the /.T·'bs W··O ber;-n to toy with suc11 ij.e~s. Ih "Surolr·--n n-tian 

w~ s sec111 r r, -cc ordinr: to Shrkïb A-"sl?n: "fp -1- z-C: m bi ' nn- r 1-

ur11.bi,r.rïn t,-r-kü C!",>(1;:)ïd~h'JJn w..., C!"lW2,~rl-h11"1 f- n",i-pü l-ysr' §<gïb". 

'::'his vin'IT w's ',:el1 in rcc-rd wit}, thr t held b" Chr. -1-h~~"r(J ibn B=cl!'s. 

Ov "''''' t'n- C'rl.·...., th-+ -:<'T'nce f'(')T 1.·n .... -'--r.ce ..... - .... .., st:>c .. 1 -""·n-t1.·on c:.'bd 
., • .... .•. ..1 ," .J _ •• " _ ..:;l..., • .1 "., ~. 0- _ -' ...... ~ ,. 

~l-~>'mïd ibn 3~dïs s'yr li~t1e con'ri!'lcinr: e~Tir;~n~e to ';?;'is e-f'rect. In 

Al'-8~'i-, t.}'l~ Church w~s :-> ")~iviledr:e(~ ins-::it"tion. ?e w!'o:e in ~1_SLir,::-b! 

Octob?:", 1933, . .-,. 439, in "T.Vi1].d::>t ~l-dîn V1~ -1-rJ.1miy'" vr- -1-.j'm"t'b~:.rn-:-

1-111"""-,,. ",.,.., m1.·n _C7,-1""1 -, k'···~t:::,,~ -1 1""'1.' 1.·n"~T..,f-th- ·,I-'lm'!!l z"'nn-'-'I"1 
1... . ~.. • •• " '. < ... ...L- - ~~... _ - ___ " _, ,,, , . '..... • .... ë r . J - ' .. 

1:;i -1-ik-~il~ b-vn.., rl_d'miv- w'" -I- rrrn fr.- 7,r- C-r1Ü <'nn- 'l-drn w--l

'-;'1:1iV'" ~llt~r;:=~,-!.!". "'~Üs ',7-8 tÏ1.F'- "Ti~'Vl '~Tl:ic:l n:-pv-iled -r1'Înr.r the CO~"1un-

1.'~~ .... C_")';'1 :"._""-l.(~ i-o,.,'l~~-le · ... '··0 ""'p-'l'zpd t-"'t:> -f',-".,.. or '~n' P (';Jo''l''''-·m,..··t 
,""."'). ' -." '._~. ~'-".t...J\l'_. ~.;. __ 1-, v~.L-., .,~ .... J ~ , ••••• 

r Or ';:"1.<::' s"')!',?,n. f)-~ '::"-: ire()lo~r in Ilr,,-i- 'd'ri!)",r; t,;-;~m, in 'l-S:"'i>.~, 

7"'1') ....... .,..,. 193" n 1f)~· " .... <' .... _."",-,.., -'-~'O-;:,1'11 -'-1·1l.-·· -1_C-77~"'1.·~ '1-""1.'---
.... ' ... '.' __ .... ." ', ....... 'fI ... t- ... ..!.! ~ . , . .- ,1 _. -.. ., ~. __ .~ 

'-:"r.C1~~~:'" rr- i ::- <'1-'h~l r ~~r~i- Ll' 't':-(::~lïb '1_ c-r1---C:-::-ï;--::::y- -r;~i.L"_ 

""_:-'T'- k~n' ,..,;~-St:';;~hl1 min '1 r-n! -'fT -1 in~~it9'+ li ..,rm-'",) bi <i..tr'tïri 

-',' ;'~~; .;. ..... ~.':, ~, .. 1.. ~_+_.,...~-Ll-·Th· ~ .r:-;'~~-:~·.- 1~,,11 :...,;. '~.r~;..,-";i.., ",{,l,., :'1-
... -_ .... - - ,-- J J - ,1 "'1:- ,_. 4>- ... --. ••• ~ ~"'-- , "' • 

.L" i· .... ~_-;:;- r-.; ·r' ---of :-min'-~:-;;i-: h ~'t'-, -1-":;:I'Ti=-3~-::-~ _ i"" i c....,-;---ï .. v, i:1 '". n 
• - ...... _.. •• .. _' .... 5( -- X ."l r, - ., . . -. ... 

~_..,'-;ïC ';-l.-. -1_ ... ~--nx-.L"- ,'_i"l~"-'-'''' '7- G-"'~1" -"'- "'ï ;_~ïC ~1-'i7"~"" 

·:.-.':':ri;n,l'~i'~ ~'.;:; i;~,:~"-~----::;-+-.:~-i~-rÎ '0;' ?:r:""~ 1 i;:-:-; -:·;::i~:: ~,:' .:·r :':-,;'.l"r,:,: ~:.r~;:;r:,· 
~ ..... ':: ~i ...... J.. ~: .. :~('("'I~ .......... ~"t. i~~lA·--r-·!",.~, ".l~;"--: j.r --:~"":~l" ~~i~"'· i'-: ,..., .. " , .... ),.- i"· 

" - .. _ .... , ...... , . , 
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'pbd ~1-15.?~1id ibn B?è.1s ~do"pted p ~idd1e course. He regretted the 

nrornlJ.1r-~tion 0: the '~'urkish Constitutio~-:. of 1924, the pbo1ition of 

th~ 
...... , -c 
·:;,n~r ~ P. :::e h-d showed gre!"'t un(ie~st~nding, ho';!ever, for 7'.Tust~fr' 

Kem~l ~!om, hR considered, m!"'nv h~d judged hrrsh1y rnd misunderstoad 

25 
in the n":"'oceS8 • 

25. -:::u1ordzi!"!r: -l:!F' f,.,tho.r of' moci.e:-n 'L'urkey, C~bd -l-lj:-l:1î: ibn B;:'-dîs 

st,ted, in -l-Shih~, Nove~be~ 19~8, ry. 131: "WP a~w"'mr dh~lik, rl_ 

k:h-lïr~ -l-~sï"" w~ };tukllin..,taYJ.u !"'l-mllt~d~C.ivr' V/- sh'~yukh""hu -1-d"',;,j-1în 

min -l-n-:::k>.il 7''"' n!"'h-rr: duw!"'ll 'l-r.h-rb min -l-kh~.,.i,j f.., l,"'! y-kun 

k~m;::'l mll:;'iy~ 7"!u~kïyyl" w"'9d~h .... b!"'l muJÜv~ -l-shprr "'l-isl~"~î k1l11uhu". 

'!"'bd -l-~r>'"':!G, ibn B~dïs h::>d beRn c-tegoric""l in his ""'1'Pr~isrl of the 

Gh';::ï' s :""1- tions:~i") -!-!oV/~rds Isl?'m: "l..,m y-t:lür ~-lp r1-is1~m b~l 

th~r~ c_ 1p -1-1-dhïn, yus,·m1'T!ün- bi -1-mus1i'!'l'în {n. 132)". The -bo1-

it~on of the C-1inh-te w!"'s, inde~d, - cor~endrb1 ...,nd cour~geous rct. 

In ~::othe-- context, in "'l-Shih~, ~!~y 1938, n. 63, (~bd ~l-~;'r'""!rd ibn 

B~drs ~t-ted: "L',n!"' kh-.,,:::"J. "1-k'r-ti1~"1" ,1~n v~t'"'hpooa!o '.7'"' inn .... · ~1-r.1Us1i"Yl 

ïn ~.., y-nhün r "!"'W11l-n m::: il, h"'ll.h::> -l-r~,).y". ~he decrdence o~ Turke~, 

h--::l been ,,':tribut~d to the C~lh)h, to the Simyükh "'1-Is1;"'m, to tho. 

(Ul!"'~;) '-'nd to the T, .... ïo::>s. :~'13tr-.t'~ K ~..,1 ~b lish~à. thr.ir fun~tions 

-nd !TI~de Isl~~, foro:he -f'iT'st ti~e, -cces~ible tJ th" n' 0111e by m'-'k-

in" the ?urkis~ l~ngurge the me~ns f'OT' undeT'~t'n;ina t~~eiT ~~lipi0n. 

(~bd ~·l-"~"'::1rr. ibn ~;:'-dïs ~"'''roved the UAe o~ l'u~kish in ~h~ ~dh~n ..,~ 

weI', ~s {he ~r~n?l~tion of' the ~uT')~n into the Turkis~ l-~~u~"e. It 

i? sir-ni.t'ic-nt -I.h-t hi!'; o-:ronf!nts on ~he lUr:eri~r. lr;;ë-llr e r.u~~~!ion, 

~he }:-b-rle ~"'bo i Zénpti -ilOnp' 0 thers, di !10t eZ'11o i t .. ·.ni:: yr:: -:-o.r C '1nt

T'-<ir.:('Jn. OYe~ the Swiss civil code, C- bd ~l-~--;ïd ioro 3~dïs ~~ in~-

- in,-d "',i:~"': t:-"e ~~ecelle w~s b-s~d U:"lon the ::-n~:f-î mrd}-..n~b "nr::. not, U'1on 

:}:, ~l!"!ivt>-·s'J. ShrT'rc~. On "". 133, he w~ote: "inn~ mUjit<"f~ k~m~l n-'7.:r(~ 

(-n ..,1 r"'~~ -i ..,~~lr~M -1 3;" rCrY",~ w- l,.,,...., m-sjil1~n .t'r d.'r.~J.ik- ....,~.,.,dphu 

w- ~r-7"'';~'''ïi':--;='~,~et'';1::Cw-:~ ;_ .. .., s;.,~j~ w';o k~v.t'-..,~· ""'-1~Jü w>'~ 'kin'-"'l 
__ • ... '.. ••• _ • , . .. ... '.J r... 1'", _ , ••• ".::,)J,. • __ .... ..... 
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Cebd ::->l-~:c>mI'd ibn 3;;-dïs w~rned, ho~'!ever, t.he sUD"Jorters of the 

Turkish Revolution ~nd their 8dmirers throug11out the ~'Juslim world 

pgpinst the exce?'::'ive refol~ms which coulcl turn the r.o!uslims pw~y 

from their religion ~nd their n~tion~l identity. The trend in the 

v~rious countries h~d become th~t of re-interpreting religion to 

mee.n the fr-'Ï th of the indi vidupl in extrA-terrestri~l nowers. In 

Algeria, certFinly, the sel)f'r~tion between things whic11 were e~rth-

ly ~nd the things concerning the rfter-world gpined pODulerity 

pmong rl1 ever grepter nurnber of }[us'.ims. Religion b:c>ttled these 

subversive forces which would ultim:otely c~use n~tionrl identity 

~nd socir-l life to become debilitrted. The messrge of Isl~m w~s 

r~,1.1eC.a. l~hum b.urriy:-t:-:hum Wf" istiol~lrhum wC! sir[d;?trhum w:- Cuzmptf'hur.1 
b~vnr> urnrm !"l-~rd Wr dhFlikr m~ If.' y~sh~l istir,":- MU l:-w d~CA.' '. c~".:::d 
;:11-1j:-r1~d ibn B~drs h:->d obvious1y become dp.xzled \'ri th the vict'H;{ which 
~~us1irns, :'or the fir3t time in m~ny centuries, scored r·p.:-·ir:i~t Eur:)pe~ns. 
En w~s ryren-red to ~orpive :~st:-f~ Kem:-l 1"11 othe~ sins esneci~-ly th·t, 
PB wi~l he indic~ted in thn n~xt npr~gr:-nh, his f-ith in th surviv~l 
of Isl~m r~m:-ined unsh:-:ken. ~l-Shir.~, October 1331, renrod-;ced ·,t thr 

s~::;n tirne rn inte!"View with th~ K~7.-n T~tpr '~lim Fnd :r:-ve~.J er, ?:Usr 
J~rullfh Bi~iev (1875-1349). 3i~iev h~d been ~sked ~bout the st·te of 
Isl~~ in l'urke:T. !-!'"' e~'!1ru .. tic~ll:v re,iected -:he insir.u-+.ions o&' hi~ in:~
e!""lie .... re~, "n Indi~n kt:-lif:-tist, th' t 7.e~rl w~s -n enner:l'! of IsIF"!'":1 -n'! 
+.h-t hi!" 7"p&,,·,"~s h- r; de~lt Isl;:"':"; ~ àe-:U" blow. ~::.i~ in~e~'-:ie':: Il'''': 

Ct">-t-i;l~~' i"'''''-t">lJ~ed '-... bd ·l-~:r;'1ïci ï'r:n .::;;::-r:.ïs f-·.r')·;~·bl'r t')".···:""';~ /"l:-".ij~}::. 
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pddressed to this ~orld before it envispged the next world. Seculrr-

ism, the~'efore, WI" s the 1':i:us l. ims seriousmo st thre~t r>nd sho~:t1d be res i t-

26 
ed • 

26. '.:.'he subver2 ion of Isl?in by ideologie s ',"Thicl1 ~dvoc ~teè thr-t rel

igion wps a ne~son~l m~tter ~nd should not interfere with the n~t-

ion pnd the str>te w~s P m-t~er of deeu concern for ~bd ~l-nr-mrd ibn 

B::;""d'Is. About the dec .... dence of the "!J[".slims, he '\'Trote, in pl-Shih~, 

Oct~ber 1933, ~. 442: "t~rF~rt fpwop ~l-isl~~ l''l-spbghp pl-y~hüdryyr 

WP !'Il-m~sn.:.ïyyp Wr> imt::=;-zr Cind .... ~l-mus]iY"~n ~l-d~n Z:1"11 pl-duniyp b.:--yth 

.1pcl"luhnm~ ~mr!""yn must-ghillt'lvn' '. ---C;bd !""l-l>mId ibn B~d~s '~.'itnes"ed 

the symntor.ls of such division in vp~ious segm-"'nts of the Alp;e~i~n nop

ul.-.tion. "l-lTp,ji5'b. h.,d sur:r::ested th..,t rc:lir;ion become di8soci-ted fT'or:1 

-Il te~~J.1")or~l ..,ffpirs on 17 August 1928 "'nd ~l-Shil1;:;'b ref'uted the conc

e~t of d'in, \7r:ich c .... bd pl-Epf"ïz ibn -l-::r;shimî, its editor, used in 

its seculf"'lr l"!'l"''''ninp:. The tr-dition-li!:,ts, 'Jn the other h-nd, welcomed 

the lièer~lis~ of' the Government in m-tters of' Isl~m -nd h .... d weIl rcc

omod~ted thn~selves to u~holdinp: thp coloni..,l syste~ .-,s lon~ ~s the 

pr<'~t ice of :,r-_e ir re l i".ion w~ s not inte~'fered wi th. -1- Shil1-;;-b, 23 June 

1927, u. 3, rejected this ~ttit':de of' comnl.,cency e~Dhpsisine ~h~t 

IsIFm W<'S ~ ~!""V of life. It i8 in~ere~tinp: to note thr>t little ment

ion or comment h,.-,d been m-de by c~bd ~l-}]~mïd ibn BF"dTs of th· contr

ove""'SV \7hic~;. :OP "eel in :;;~,nt ove'> "Al ï c!"'bd .... l-R:;zia 's ~ 1- Isl'::'m Wr> usül 

~l-b.uk'n, C-iro, 1925. '-'l-.?hi}·~ hrd not co~mented either on th' movem

ent vrhich :.~'-'s-n .... l-B .... nnr :ounde r1 p"; the '?ve of' the Second ~7To""ld W' r. 

It "'1~y weIl be ~,h-t nis f'rie.;dshi~ with ~r'shrcJ ::iS~- n:---ev!'mted hi~ fro'7l 

vQn~inr }:i~ Cl"'n T1éws on the r.ues",i'Jn of' :he C-liT)h,t~. Th" Il&..\':;:'n, 'Jn 

":}:n ot~l-r il-nr:, "'p"''''' too e>nbryonic -n ":00 close to -E'r"n~ in th~t 

e-rl" St~r::0 ::0 -s t,a recpive s--.eci-1 co"'si6e~r-tion. It ~lJC:": be remer:1b

(\~"rJ' tr-.'t '-be:. -1-::::0"11':: ibn 3~.-1rs's conc'?rn ,~'it!'J ~h8 ~c-t of' "';he ~rus1i"" 

-",t~-c"'!!d :"'.i"" i!'! '5 ""lC!1 ~~ it ~"'·lC:-.A': 'lTJOn hi,. )~r. tll"l'e-"'i-n si-t')",",i'Jn. 

-:-:'rnn~s in "urkr:v 77r:!~n c~ t-i-'~Y l')f' n'~"',..t in"tn .... e:;t to -ll !l"""'''i'n:-. :~r-

~::r:re"''''r0 G-".:-,irle~o it ::i<: r'u+:" to s"Ind 77-""' in"'!'! ~o t::-.e ::'?""':·!.is'",c, in 

-"1~k'?"1 •.• ,;~ r.. !1~ '.l~"'r-~~ 

10 : ~o7"'-b"'~ l J??, n. 
'":-!e:-: "o~ "'0 ",~-i} -f'~:0" th" E'JTa")n .... n-;. In <.-'3hi::~; 

5 ;.." '-'-11nn .,. ... 'ls-n .. " l~ "',',r'ln <1-'1".-.1)" . ~ror:.-· , ... , . . - . . ... ., ". ,.... ,.., ~. .-

~d.0""~ nve--''':!.inf'7 7l~s" .. '?r:. ;ri~.~·-_"'.l'-, r3i~·~-i--i!'1r-tio~1 • 

.. ,.... ' .. ~ ... ~ ~;-'~.iÎJ·."'~, ~ik- .... ~1 ~~1n ~~l"""""i~ ~·~.r"·-''''i;:~~.; 'tr . .rr;-rl '.i""", ....... ~ 6.!1" 

· .. ·,.,....-i-"· ~-;·1~ ~ ':"·<~.'""';n r ...... 1'""0_ :=:·.1-IJ";'-' ..... !-.. , .. ",!-l-~'" nrr-dr;rj .t""'j+' 4, ....... (,-'-1 ~r·i:--.·;". 

i - .;: 

... - r r, 1 .. 

.,... .. ,. _. i ...... .; ,., r- .-. 

.... _ .... ~ . . , 
. ("" ........ r-. ......... n ,~ . 9. ." ••• n ,.... ... ..... - -,-

.9 l' • 
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ers -ro~' !:.lr;eY'ipn refor'C'lism. Cr>bd r-1-15e---11d ibn B?="dïs h~d mist,"""kenly 

becoY:1e ~ccused of the l~tter by his o")l')onents who detected too gr-

e~t ~n 'O~T)h~sis on Isl':-:-'7l. on nis T)"rt. cpbd ~l-H,"mrd ibn Braïs cert-

r' inl~.T nrovided theC'l wi th Anoug:'1 g:rounds t 0 !'lisjudge him. Y.is c onv ict-

ion th~t the wo:rld w~s divided 1nto E~st ~nd West ·vith Christi-nit y 

.,no Isl~Y~ h-Yin? been dema,rc!"'ted e..lonp;l~::ARe lines could not but 

le!"'c1 to con""usion. Th~ !"'ttr1b'ltes w:-:1c·. c 
~bd :,l-J;I.-mïd ibn B~è..ïs 

27 

------------_. 
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The E!"lst "nei. the:: i!lest h~d r""9re2ented two distinct ~rer-s in which 

civili~~~ion ~nd n~tionhood ~rose eS~0nti-'ly from t~e imry-ct of Is1-

r>nd Asip, f'8:~ the Er-st, ~nd on the 'lpo'lles of Euror>e r--nd J..mericf.1, 

other in rnc"nt ti~es ~nd ~s - result Jf Euro~~-~ co1oni"lism. In 

ures in s~ite of common hi~tories i~ the not too di~t-nt r>~st. cr-bd 

~l-~:~mïd ibn B~d~s h-d bepn conf'ie: ent in tt.e sl1Y'viv~l of the E~ st 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C~l!' 'TI2b;:ïdi") . "'1-is1~" .:'~~is reff):·"'.'Üst credo whic·-, in f:"'ct, rend
e,-erJ. :(-~e -ë-; loï1i~·l-Coi1ce"')t of' the fr r-:1C O-'TI1J.su1mr-;-; in7 ~ 1 id hrd drrwn 
the ~ nr:e::- of' th·- SIt ,,"'ort ~,..s o.&' the Go~!e::-nme"t, :<'rr:.nchmen .- n(: A1r:er
i-::'" ..,likp.. r-1-S11lh"::"b, '?ebrll,.-H 1933, 'le 136, rp'!1orted, f0~~ in:-t'nce, 
t1-Je J. - ctu~e 0.;0 on" ~:. Pel::!.-r:e ta the r'lm~mi of the ';:"'d::-- Sr in "'~s in 
'.'r:-:ic:'l he -ccus",(] ':he j\0s,:,ci-tion of' A1fJ'o."'i~n CU1 r--T'1-;') of f ro n-ticis!'1. In 
+'(-,e "'~"';1 , 933 ; .. ~up T'\ 235 onp C "olombe ..,,,,.,ucond Chr; . -: _~ïr-:Y,,'r1 ;'on u -. ... _ .• """- __ • " ~ . ...-, 1.1 • --.l' ~.- • 'J ' J. ..---;) J. • ' ... .L """- •• 

B::;rlï"s --;~ ::is f'o'·o· ... r;'l"s o.&' br·inf" ':he -p-pnts of' P-n-Isl- ~ir-;,." -n(1 Wj}-J1~b

i"",: in /.l~l"''"i-. 2-d:::: ':1"'", ::-,,:")e~ted in -1-~:~;~, 24 A")~'i1 1936, 'nrl t:"lr'o 
:'·J.r-'":··i-r. :""'-~o~·'-i,,.ts WC~O Terp-r"":,' to "'s "l1utrC;ssibïn. -_'iî.e n""::~''1''')0::- st
_"",r1 • "i""", rlTn-n.., :1.1"" w- ~oTd~ "r- '.",,,,r, 'r,"w- bi I1'·nii n "T''!-'nT C!i,r~C!ï 
i~J·,i':~Cï ~l1;1 ;-t~"l,':t~c. hi:-i -l-~--:'.l~S -l';""-l::~ 's-~ i-,~::~'~:r:: 'l-~l.~ ~ 
~':'ïC',t-V~-l_r ~ .. r' T"!;~ ,.,- :-.:Y2..:. nU'.'l- bi '~l.l .. tU:' )::'-""iJ __ -J.-'!!~i 
:;',k'1~-~ ~~., iè:--~t !"l~M~::!.ik". --':~i:-: .... _~ in ren"!.v ~() .... :--." nraise7T,:,~t,:-::, 

, 'ti .... ,::-1r> ".&' ~: ·3}:.i~ ... ~ ... ,Cl···..,~rl"" (-bri '1_ C."..7r7 ibn 31J~üd, ;""~'Tl"edto in 
''.-'''·'''il :.C135 i:"C"J'=, "'. fi2, -s H_l ik -l-Isl;"':"'!. '-~i" ;r.r')~~~s ::,r; -,- -~,r,.-

-. . - i ~ .. ~.. ,..:- . "~: .. '. " ~ Cl '"; r ~ .. , ] .... .- or.... :-= e -:' .... I;: ; - -, - :", .. :-. r r- - -." ~. . : .. , 

( ..... '"-:": .-1_· '1: i.:}~ :-;-:-,,"l!=),:. : ... i ..... r')l"':o···r.-:-: -- ..... ---: .. ·r- ... j ., ..... ,., .. ,.: .. • ~_n. -- .. {j 
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in the f~ce of t~e de"dlie~t blows ryhich it kent receiving from 

the ry'est. It b'?g~n, m"'~nvThi1e, t'.; re1)-:>~l the thrust of it.s e:1ner.l1es 

28 

fro"1 wit:ür.. its l!"'nè.s. The :'w .... kGninrr 0"" the E8st wps imminent 

(~bd !C'l_E .... ·r:ïd ibn :a~è.ïs f,-,voured the conce·~ted .... ction of' the 

~~sli~s in oTie~ te i~nr0ve their Int. "l-ShihF~ showed concern 

for ~ll th .... t t80k ~l .... ce in t~e ~~slim world. Th~ .... bolition of' the 

C .... linh .... t~, in 1984, drew p cry of un~ni~ity from .... 11 Isl-mic l~nds 

:,p,. It .... 'n"',prs .... 8 though this iè.e.., of the ?r:usli~ Er' st ve"'!"011S the 

C"r-irü:ti .... :: '7est ~·'il1 h-ve orirri!"yted wit~l Sh-kïb A:.':'sl~n. The f'irst 

~pntion o~ E .... s~ -nd West, in .... l-!~nt~nid, lu Sente~~er 1985, ry. 3, 

ren .... o(luced .... noern. by th,., Lebrnese ~ctiyist in vrlüc:l th"" !",,?i.i~'ion 

of th- 3 .... sterners .... nd th~t of' the ~esterner8 ~er- CO:1t .... · sted. ~~d 

..-l-~~;:>mrd ibn 3~r1.ïs took t::'e2e conce'1ts f"'om there f'l.~thpr on. ?:e 

sÎ,o;:red ~he .l'nn8 . ..- révnt .... l dif'"'erf'l:.ces whicr:. exi~tec:. OAtw' en tr~e t'.'TO 

r n lirri0ns -n t~eir ~dents. In his intArnr"~-tion of' th~ ~ur~~nic 

ve~f:~: "f- "1-n i't..,d", C-l.,yknm f' .... i"tr-di1 C~l-y~:i bi ~:ithi ~ ffiP" 

iet-d .... C-1-,rk'1;r) w~ itt..,oü :"'1 '-;;h w- ..,C1..,r1u !"':':::- -1 "~h mr>C?. -l-mutt~qïn" 

in ~l-Shr,:::q, Sente~:':er 19.37, '1. 307, he ~Tr"11~r' t!l,-4; th" ~:usIi...,s ~ .. !e""p 

1j!"'i!1r. ·l~""er:. 'b:'! :~;.nir TP}.i,....i,.,n:-, def'-:nr1 its f'e~~,1L'es 'r:~in?t rll 

7,} .... ('Is': 7-1:-:" "·"!lJJ.c1 ;m~p:-,~i!1'" it. ·::-Ie ~el~ti'"lils' .i'1 hp-':,'rr~en th Epst ,·nd 

~,h"? '!Tes:' ': .. -c 8p.+."~"~in",rj b:,' :!!e dete:'"'''''in~tiîn ·':ln th.r. "!")rrt 0"" ':he ""fest. 

t.:j !"";-':,~~k .... h" E'st 0n its OWl:. f"~O"!1(;s. 'l'he E~s-':" on tne -,t>e'- [-~-!1d, 

,..' ..... ~',~ ,..:-:,r"'.~".rr.r~ ~i'")lr''''''-!1("'~ "':"'T(.~"'rd!=: ":h~ ·1~s~. l'': '7Tr-- r "'~:}"f) r!')"""--:"": '"h,-t 

..... }1- ·'ili':. ~" 'T:'~"".()~V of' +.he ""uTks 'Jve'" t:-:I"> GTPeks, in l. ;2:~, 0'-' "n' il

p'r~ ov '""'.'::-, ··'.~"li"":o. c_":":.; rI_:rr:'1r~l ibn 3~r~r? co·-"·e~r;~·-te'l i~; b-, rr:'·.

i~c-: '- '10-'"'"! ~t :.:-.~ r.rl">c>n ~rosrnie an tn n V0-:" ~'~. ()~ ti-.-- ;:,~.,lir:: "7r~ 

à~:"!'l1!1 l-n' "~ ~')jt-.r .... s"".r,:; M'lTh..-.t'r li n-;Ti 'lin 'l-rI11.l~t~~' __ ~h~~-:

:11-k~r,-' ,,_.t'~-:,.t -!'1i'rü irn .... n!"' ~'_:-.r!"!1~ ... "r:n~'j uJ.F:')tk' '~-fT·.l~Z;:;-r-~ :;'':''::l. 

-l-;:'!uHik 'l-"';:ti~.·!h ... ", .... "1::)-':,,,,' 11" ~1-Z1l"'J-77~ ibr, ,I-J,·,,. .1 • .::.~"e

~,Y1': __ e-e, ir:-:-:-·7-:-.. '1 .... li....., ":"71j~1", ":!-.. r. ,- ••• .-/: ... i'~"· 'Jo"> ~!1r - ... ~.~~ i~~ :-..,- --: ·;,0,'''·).:'",. 

".:!"1;,'_yi -=.)..=.1.: ~~)r ____ -=-:;-'~.'··-r:; k;.~~ .?i ;..:=.:..7~~~:~,.,..;.~-,.~. -~~r" ;' :-,'k' 

- .. ~n~-}:- ••• ", ,::r.r. 'l-~:"l::~, :-1' J)3~, "'""1. ~~ . .J. r ,.... ....... ".'y"o. r ... ": ....,r 
. " ..... ." ~., .' (::. '-') 

',' ! - ..... ~~,- ::.-. ~:"": -, !": "; ... ':) .. 1: ,." ...... r- - ~.- - - ..... ,... ':' 1" . l f') :. ..... • '..:.. , .. ,- . 1" :-. -~ ... • 
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ie neon18S in ~heir eon~ron~~tions with their Euro~e~n m~sters ~nd 

C!"bd ~l_~T~ .. Œcl ibn B;:-drs '."'0 '1.10. Ilot dissoeipte hi'r"Jse1 ~ fror'l tl'le cone-

~iR~is~ed, however, th~ eh~r~es 

29 

29. 
"""'i,l.., i...., t~,· t ',.,,,, ~1""'T~ 1i"";+e(1 "i e élbio,.. .... i"Trn'=" ... o'~,..,."',.i· r-~::~r.'~ "',iï.rn 
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B;"dïs. The ~('fini~ies of' the Alr.:e'"i~n 'Jp.onl r Yrit~ tn.e .A.r:-,bic s'J8r-k-

"t :l~ ir hi st or:' m~èe SlJch uni ty inevi t ~ble. c"'bd ~ l-:S~:r'lrcl ibn B;:;-dTs 

J~~'l~:r:v 1
'
38, 'J. 134). ':'his body w nl: shr-~'e in L'o;!'1ulr-tinr "';~:" 

si:l..-::l r
, Sh;"'rï~? "'s '··el~. ~,s it '.7oul<3.. discuss the n~lr::!'1S ':.'l'liCi:: ~~he 

':n.sli"'lS 8h"-"~d in CI")1'71-O~. c~bd ~l_.1:~",,;rd ib~ .d~rlTs h~d, n'J d~'1'Jt, 
bp,",,' i~'J"""'c-sPr. bv t-:·,~· i"stit'ü()n of' th- C-:"uT'ch v"hi~(; '.-en ~rl'~i""'...,d 

~~', 'it; ~r.;~t;~li'?j~t'ion (~ee '~l-Shi"1~', =.:-~; iq39;' .,.,~: ï12_1]~3). --i~ 
lIto")i~n co~ ·".,.,~i'n ()L' ~~ i~ erT'~ted ~:-'s~ w-s bpi~r.: ;r.rlect~d by 
7'.V-:>. li':tl.e ".!:in""s ~s hi~ c<~.' f'or r-l1. ;.~n~li",,,, t,IJ cr::<!."h!'· t~ t,1"ei-'" 
..... ,..,'.ir-i0,J;- f''-;--:':8 :':'" n~"i()n-l "'p~s~s (aee ~l-Shih~'b, '~.,.r IJ3l, "" •. 30J) 
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saw }!a.ghribi nationelism as featuring Berberism in disguise. In the 

controversy which opposed She~rb ArslRh and Sulayman al-Bfrüriï over 

the future of the Maghrib, cabd a1-~rum1d ibn BàaYs sided w1th the 

former against the latter thus deserv1ng the place he waS given 

30 

by friend and foe e~ong the leaders of Arabism • 

30. cabd al-~amId ibn B~dïs ind1c2ted th~t Algeria became Arab as 

soon as the mp-jor1ty of its people adopted its 1pngu~ge. The concept 

WaS 11nguistic rpther than ethnic for h1m. In "Yuhammad rasül 81-

qawm'ryye. al_CarabYyya", e.1-Shihlb, Vay 1936, p. 105, he provided 

the fo1lowing Tradition in ev1dence of thisS "Ja~a q~s ibn mata~a 

ila. ~a~aqa ~a su1eym2h a1-fërisTwa suhayb a1-rüMr wa bila! al

q.ebashr ••• ' '. The confrontption which hEl,d o'tmosed the Arab to the 

foreign neophytes was, no doubt, re,cin1. The Prophet .judged it opport

une to 1nterfere S "~a e.1-nas e.1-rabb wal. al-ab lFâhid wa inna al

drn ~1d wa 1aysat al-CarebTyya b1 p~ed1kum min ebin we lp. ummdn wa 

innama. h1y~ a1-lisP'n f~ mpn take.llp.lDP bi pl-c~rl'"bYYYa WB huwa ce.rpbI'" 

This Tradition addressed 1tself perfectly to the Algerie.ns and sought 

to a1f"vi~.te the rpcip1 tensions betw'~en B"'rber end Arab. Rflcipl ident

ity hed rempined strong ever since the Is1Amization of the Maghr1b 

and its Kuslims prided themse1ves in trflcing the1r own linepge to some 

Arpbian ancestry. In fl1-Sh1hë.b, Febru~ry 1938, p. 511, cebd p1-Ha.mid 

ibn BadI's indiceted thpt the Arpbizfltion of Algerie accomppnied'its 

Islamizat10n and he congrt:l.tulated the Berbers for this linguist1c 

mute.tion. It is therefore evident thrt, when the Libypn SUlpyman 

Basha al-Barünl cl?1med that he WAS ~ Yaghribr n~tion~11st, CSbd e~

~a.mld ibn B~dYs cou1~ not agree. He s1ded with ShekIb Arsl~ in mpint

aining that the North Afr1cfln ent1ties of Lyb1a, Tun1siF, Algerifl 

and Yorocco were pprt of the Arpb N~tion which stretched from the Pers

ian Gulf to the At1pntic Ocean. These entities were incomplete to 

sustp.in ~ nrlt10nr1ity of' their own and the Berber identity of the 

Yaghr1b WaS eimply the mepns of c~10nip.1is~ to divide the Ar~bs so rS 

to ru1 c them (see e1-Bhihfb, Dece~ber 1937, pp. 322-323). In e1-§h1hpb, 

August 1932, p. 489, he hpd conceded thpt the North Arricpn ent1ty 

diè exist in th~t ita prrts shpred the BPme re11g:on, the sa~e sentim

ents end the s~m~ p1ight. These were nlso the bonds of Ar~b1sm ~n~ 

shou1d not be fo~gotten or belittled. 
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Cabd al-~amld ibn Banrs and his followers hpd concerned themselves 

wi th ~.ll that s.t'fected the ArEl.bs inside end outside AlgeriF-.. Their 

great Arab awsreness t:!nd their eccute Are.b sensitivity had been 

misread by ShpkIb Arslpn who c~mp~igned for the instant liùeration 

---~----

of ?ll Ar~.b territories and for their unity. Shp.kib Arsl~ weS being 

motivated by his own sense of politicpl a.ction. ca.bd ~l-~pmId. ibn 

Bé:d1s could not shere this view of nptions.1 m~turi ty. He WeS a ref-

ormist first and foremost. He Ss.W the reconstruction of Alp:eria as 

hpving to precede any greater Arab unity. It shou1d be sccompaniFd 

by similf?r reconstruction in the ve.rioua parts of the Are.b Na.tion. 

Indeed, as much aS disunity hpd resu1ted t'rom decpdence, the erad-

ication of the Causes of decpdence would bring the unit y which p-ll 

Ar~bs aS"Ç)ired for pbout. The meaning 1I'hich cpbd pl-~amïd ibn Bpd"Is 

continued to attribute to nationplism 1I'PS weIl in accord with the 

31. 

mi~sion he hRd pttributed to the pro~het Yu4E1mm~d • 

31. The sppce 1I'hich e1-Shih;"b reserved ~o:- new~ ?...nd commer:t~r1es on 
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The Mearing of Nptione1ism 

Cabd al-1!amJ:d ibn DMIs hpd not formulpted his idea.s on the Alg-

erie.n nption indeperideiltly from the reformism of Algerien Islam. 

the Arab wor1d were far from insignificent. Tawfiq e.1-Madan't, cert-

. ainly the most ardent Arab nptione.list among cabd e1-l:iamld ibn Bëd16 , s 

fo110wers, cerried a month1y review of event in the East and in the 

West. His co1umn concerned itself with the liber~tion movements in 

the Areb lands (seE: al-Shihëb, J'anuEry 1938, p. 15, on the strugp:1e 

of the Lybians against Ite1ie.ll occup~tion, Md August 1938, p. 137, 

on the up-coming Congress on Palestine, to be he1d in Cairo on 17 

October 1938). The regu1ar correspondence which cabd al-Hamïd ibn 

Bidls carried with Shektb Ars1~n has oftenttmes been mentioned. He 

WEIS a1so in contact w1th .Am1n al-Huse.yn~, the )(uftï of J'eruse1em and 

the main Pa1estinian patriot of the pre-wer periode Others to be 

mentioned were~c81i1 a1-F~sr, in Morocco, cabd al- cAzIz al-Thacalibr, 

in TUn1s,_ and Umar e.1-lIukh~ar, in Lybia. This concern hpd not made 

'abd a1-~amId ibn Bpars neglect however his prtme concern for Alg

eria. In e.1-ShihPb, J'anuary 1938, pp. 472-478, in "a1-Wil?-dp 81-

Carebryya hRl bpyna e1-careb wi~da s1ypsIyya.", he argued with ShakIb 

Arslan over the mee.ning ot unity. He had indicrted that un1ty a1re~dy 

did exist between all ArEl.b speaking people ,e.nd he included here the 

Christians of Lebpnon whom, in el-Sh1h~, 11, September 1927, p. 6, 

he congratulpted on the cp..re they showed to protect the Ipnguege thpt 

h~d been entrusted to them, these Arebs we'!"'e united et the lere1s of 

culture, history p.nd civilizpt10n. The type of unit Y which Arsl~n hed 

CP 'led for remr1ned, eccording to 'Rbd "l-~"runid ibn Bad"ts, P. politicP.l 

one and cou1d only be reeched by free n~tions. It wes not the most 

imnortpnt one as i t would become the lr st to be a.chieved by the Are.bs. 

More important re~ined the un1ty in refor~ism and asnir~tions. This, 

il-Shihijb wes confident w~u1d not be far eway. The isolrtion of the 

rghrib from the rest of thp Arebs of the Keshriq hrd been ended and 

eTer greeter cooperFltion WF.S being witnessed between the v~rious ref

ormist ar.d n·tionalist orgeni%ptions. The Associ~t10n of Algerien 

'Ulemë' cemented close links w1th the Istiolâl Pprty, the Dostur Pprty, 

in the IIp.ghrib, ruld with the JIlouthpiece of Arpb lll!ltionplism iD the llesh

riq, the Be-'b1ta al- CArr·b1"vve of C~iro and the J'gzIra of Dsml~scus. Thr>t 

the conflict will h've rem~ined 10Qslized with ShFlklb Arsl~ on this 

issue is due to cabd el-~emrd ibn ~~dIs's specifie concern for the re1-

igious refor-ism of his soci"'ty whe:-eas Shrklb Arslp..D' s concre-rns were 

of a seculàr1st npture. This w1:1 apperr more clearly in the p?regreph 

thrt :follows. 
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-., 
\ Nor had he conceived of reformism as An ideology for the Alge~ipns. 

(abd al-~amld ibn Bidis's committm~nts reflected his own philosophy 

of history which was distinctly Islamic. The revelrtion m~de to the 

prophet Multammad hpd been addressed to humani ty for a.ll times to 

come. The signific~nce of Islëm for mpnkind hp.d made itself felt 

in the ne.t ion which WB.S brought about in Ara.bia aS a resul t of the 

flight of the Prophet and his Followers from Makka to MedIna. This 

nation has been growing ever since and not too far ie the d8Y when 

32 
the entire human race will submit to its laws • 

32. cabd al-Hamid ibn Bëd1S underlined thpt the ~ur)an had been 
revealed to an Arpb in his lpnguage. The Areb n~tion (or religi
ous communi ty) which resul ted from the prophecy of Mul}.ammed h':!.d 
destined its mess~ge to the whol~ world. This process of convers
ion hpd been wil1ed by God who, otherwise, would h~ve crepted 
this wor1d differently. This comment~ry on the verse: "Wa anzaln8 
i1pykp p1-kitPba bi e1-~p.qqi musaddiq':!n lima bpyne yadpyhi min pl-: 
kitëbi We. muhRyy1.men C~df!tyhi fp ul:}.kum baynphum bim~ anzp.le. pllëh We . 
la tattabiC enwà)ihum Camma j~~Rke min pl-~pqqi li ku11in jpCRlne 
minkum shir'atpD we minh~jpn WP. 1pw sh~)a p11ph lpjAca1~kum ummatan 
wëhida w~ lâkin li yrb1UWPkum f~p at~ fp istpbrqü p.l-khpyrpt 
il; a11ahi marjiCukum jpmICan fa yunabblJukum bima kuntum t':!khtplifün", 
represented the entire process of IS1pmizetion of mpnkiod, pccording 
to Lpbd al-~~~~d ibn 3adYs. See a1-Sh1h~b, June 1937, pp. 201-202. 
The role of MUh~d wou1d therefore become universa1 end cabd ~l-
~p.mId refered ta him as thp Prophet of Humpnity (rpsÜl aI-ineinlyya) 
in an article in commemorRtion of his birth (se~ r1-Shihfb, May 1936, 
p. 105). 
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The process of Is1flmiza.tion and thl"t of Are.bizp.tion hpd been seen 

as t'Wo separpte B.l though inter-rel r-ted processes to affect aIl :peop-

les, according to cabd al-~amid ibn Badïs. IS1emizption tmp1ied thpt 

aIl men embrace Islam. ('abd ~l-~pmïd ibnBëdïs 'Wps confident thpt his 

religion wou1d one dey prevpi1 over aIl others. Arabiz?tion 1agged 

behind Is1Bmi7.ation, however, and unti1 the l~ngupge of the Musltms 

becpme thpt of the Q,ur)pn, there would p1wPy..s remain a certpin e1-

ement of misunderstending of religion on the pert of the Be1ievers. 

Cp bd p1-f.pmrd ibn Bpdls saW the Algeriens as closer to the idea1 

thrn were other nOD Arabiè-epeaking Muslims. They tra.iled, mean'Whi1e, 

33 
behind the Musltms of the Arabic M~shriq • 

33. In a speach to the Hnnua1 convention of the Associption of A1g_ 
eri~n cU1runà~, ('Rbd al-.amld ibn B~dIs declpred: "fa uss1stum Cale 
gawaCtd a1-1s1~ wa a1-curu~a". He then quoted: "bpnryne tala Al
dIn ark[n pl-nehde fa kënrt sa1~man Cela e1-besherrvya", see Al
Sh1hëb, October 1937, pp. 357 and 359. Indeed, he ste.ted ear11er, in 
8.l-Sh1h~, 16 August 1926, p. 1: "hFdha l?-dYn el_CUY 1p" ya.fb e lD1ïbU 
al-jezaSir%vyüD 111a bi fphm lisjn1h1 e1- erpbî e1-1pdh1 huwe 11sl
n1him a1-gawmY 1l1a pqe.l11na wa l1sM1h1m p.1-dYn"t bi d~ 1stithn;;:J 
fB. min pl-darurr 11 tfhdhtbihtm wp t~rgiYetihim an yptp a11pmu hP'dhe 
a1-l1sln". Th1s view was re-1terpted 1n the R.dvice he offe:-"ed Must
efa Kem~l over th~ rbo11tion or the lptter of the te~ching of Arabie 
1n Turkey (see el-ShihPb, U~y 1938, p. 63). As mueh -s he eou1d not 
eoneeive of a Berber Vuslim, he found 1t dif~ieult to Recept th,t 
Islp~ be embrreed outs1de the Arrb1c l~~gu'ge. 
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Nat10ne11ty, therefore, beceme the on1y vehic1e for the Islpmiz-

a.tion and the Ars.bization of peoples. Every n~tion emerged S.S B. res-

ult of the benefici~l influence of religion od various societ1es. 

The Algerian n:=-tion, for instl"lnce, hfl.d ste:rm:1ed from the 1mppct of 

Isl~m end its lpngu~ge on the UD-civilized 1nh~bita~ts of the middle 

Mf.I.ghrib. The nFltion Wr:>S the -product of individua.1s who h~d embra.ced 

religion. It WPS the composite of sepprpte Be1ievers who aggregatèd 

in order to apply the Ipws which were rever:>led for them by God. cabd 

el-~amI'd ibn B~dis shunned awe'Y from the rpciel concept of the nat-

ion which divided the wor1d and set men pgainst one ~nother. It rem-

~in~d the most wvDkable associ:=-tion for indiTidus~s to leed the 

good I1fe. It did not necessar11y lep..d towa.rds the eventup1 phys1cp.l 

34 
unit Y of the wor1d • 

34. a1-Shih~, October 1937, ~. 344, reported: "p1-umpm tuk~wwin 
r:>l-efred we pl-pfr~d tuk~wwin p1-umpm ••• ". S11i1 ••• , u. 13, WP8 
more 8%p11cit: "Inn? ~l-p.~~n t~jmpc p1-pbd~n w~ 1nnpmp p.1-1~dhi 
Y~~lDP' a1-Arwël]. ws. yu)e.11ifuh r wa y~sY1 b~vnt' npkr:orpt a.1-qu1üb fA 
yB rifuhe huwa a1-dYn". In e1-Shih~, 1 ~u1y 1926, p. 1, p1_ CArabr 
al-TebpssY wrotel "p1-wptpn we 1n 1ttasecp l~faehu wB 1ntpshrrp 
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Cabd al-~am1d ibn D~a~s's nationalism had conformed with the 

COm1ng of age of Islam in Algeria. The Arabization of its ?eople 

WaS well advanced for any one to doubt the nationality of the Alg

eriRlls. Remained the fin~l implemente.tion of the ShFlrIC.PEI which 

wnuld regul~te the socia.l actions and pttitudes of the Algerians. 

'"abd al-I;Iamt"d ibn Bë:d"I"s had determined the nature of the reforms 

to be introduced by the Associ~tion of Algerien ~lama).so th~t 

the full benefits of Islam be reaped by the Algeripns. Their 

unifiee.tion in bel,.:r would h!"ve to be followed by the rea.1iza.tion, 

on their part, tha.t their ideals Rnd aspirptions would also hl"ve 

to become one end the Seme. Ta imprint an Islemic end a.D Are.b char-
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acter became the dut Y of IslRmic reformism in Algeria. as in the rest 

35 
of the world • 

Algerian n~tionplism was determined by histor.y to grow ~nd ful

fill itself. Ce,bd ?1-~am1d ibn BAdis had urged Fr~nce to reBlize 

it. Algerian n::ltionalism W8,S ~ gu~rpntee for El better world and 

~rance should not st!:'l.nd in its wey. cabd e.l-~emid ibn Bà:dIs enjoined 

aIl Frenchmen of goodwill to press their Government not to interfere 

with the awekening of the Algerien ne.tion. In f~ct, the successful 
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mpturity of the Aigeripn people would benefit not only themselves 

but the French :=,s weIl. COloniplism h1"'d subverted the colonisers 

and ensl!?ved them to their vilest instincts. Algerien nr-otiona.lism 

would force decoloniz?tion on Frpnce r-ond liberpte it in the process. 

YaYbe then will the West merge with the East to form the kind of 

36 
world whi..::h WB.S advocated by the prophet Ml11?-e.mmed 

36. cabd al-~amrd ibn :saa"Is hf!.d re.ised his voice pgeinst the prej
udices which the West practiced eg::Jinst the Ba.st end which no rel
iS1onocondoned. In e.l-Shihltb, February 1932, p. 167, he stated: 1 1 

inna al_ieti ad bi ~p p. r e~-lawn pl- bi. pr"Ime. m hpr min 
el-ma - ir al-s _ ~ A. l-lati ta tpmid 1 burhPh Ulnfa WFI If' s 
p.l-mps 1 mp"s al~t lpWD bal mas elp.t '1"d ". He went on to dem-
onstrate th~t religion emerged in the East ~nd th1"'t IsI~m wes the 
culmination of revel~tion. IslP'm spread by means of its undoubted 
superiority while Christienity m1"'de full use of the powerful col-
onial m~chine. In e1-Shih~, November 1937, p. 400, he stBted: Il 

Wa. m'P min ~ila..1 il12· tr.!bdYl el-sil;"sa pl-~ptYg? I=!I-b1!ilivg bi sivPse 
.',.,drda tpCtl=!rif li hr-odhihi I=!l-shu lib bi kilellih::J. ~l-gA.wmr we. ypfsah 
ruDA P.. m ~l pl_el=! el li el-t ddum we el-re ï w t ni1 p t ~m 
gll.st min al-tab,r r Wt? tç:sh urha bi pnneh" tusa. idna li tablegh rushd
eha f::J talciIn bi dawrih::: ya_ rgshdihe el-t;;-m tAd~ lehr. fe hpl yl=!s
tatlL al-sisa h;:;d.he e1-(ill.1?". The events proved that France, indeed, 
could not modify its stand vis-~-?is the Algeri~n n~tion 1"'nd thf't 
the inevit,l.ble con-Plict erupted in which Isl~m weS forced to tp.ke arms 
egr-oinst ChristiF'nity in self de:tense. The moto of Algerip, Arabi sm , 
Isl~, which first aprye~red ~n el-Shih~, Februery 1930"p. 38, was 
carl-ied ahead by the Union Democretique du llenifeste Algerien, of ~rl].
it ~bb~s (1943) pnd the Vouvement pour le Tr~omphe des Libertes Dem-, 
ocre.tiqu-?s of MessA.li f.ajj (1946). The Comite Revolutionnaire d'Unite 
et d'Action and the Front de Libera.tion }lptionl=!le which w11l result 
from the politicel lethprgy of the old leade~ship RDd will proclp.im 
the wpr for independence in 1954, also, will rem1"'in loye.1 to these 
principles elthough their mer.ni~g will h-ve substpntielly evolved 
from tho meaning which 'ebd el-~e~rd ibn B~dYs g~ve them. 
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tabd e.l-Hem'ïd ibn B?"drs' s idees on reformism and nptionplism 

for Algeria hp.ve been presented. An appr~is2l of his thought now 

rempins to be made. In the first half of our century, the imp~ct 

of French colonialism hp.d m~de itself felt in plI its intensity 

in that country. The medievpl society existed no longer in its 

int~ct form and the Algerip.ns were still fpr from hpving entered 

the modern ege. At this moment of grept crisis, C'abd el-~PJnrd ibn 

B;Q!e's role hpd become witnessed in two distinct ereas. He eimed 

to libere.te AlgeriF'n Isl~ from the sh2ckles of trs.ditionrlism end 

to recuperate their culture for the Algeripns. 

Cabd ~1-~e.m1d ibn Bpars hf'd been the only Algerien intellectuel 

in his own time to f'pprecipte the implicptions of the French pres

ence in Algerip for the identity of his people. To the Algeripns 

who remained under the influence of trpditionrrlism, he provided 

rel~v~nt argumente in fpvour of ch.,nge. His own fundplDent~li8m hpd 
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freed Algerian Islam from the v~lues and the mores of the Algerian 

middle ages end contributed to convince the trp.ditionalists thpt 

they could retein their fpith while, B.t the Seme time, submitting 

to the transform~tions which were being brought ?bout in their 

society. 

One other aspect of French rule in Algeria hpd been the system-

atic subversion by the State of the culture of its Mualim subjects. 

In this area of colonial rule, Cabd a.l-~amrd ibn BFdTs' s efforts 

to salvage and recover the lpnguage and the history of the Alger-

iens weB undeniable e.s weIl. At a time when a substantie.l portion 

of the Algerien populption sunk into complete illitere.cy, he tire-

lessly l?boured to m~ke the Algeriens rediscover their cultural 

heritage. At B time when an ever growing numbe:!" of Algeriens wP.S 

being Bss1milated to the French identity, he resieted the incurs-

ions of the French lpngurge into Algerip.. Neither Farl;lr;t CAbbas 

who envispged ch~nge to meen assimilrtion to France, nor ~eseal1 

~ejj who rested his ideology on the yet inexist~nt class struggle 

for Al~erien independence, or ~d ibn LAlTwa who sought to mod-
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ernize the seculpr mysticel tr~dition of Algeria, proved aS sens-

itive aS labd f'l-IfamTd ibn BP.:"d1S had to the rep.lities of their 

time. His fundamentrlism accounted for the new trends within P~g-

eri~n society. The trpnsition from one civilizp.tion to enother 

ws.s being expressed, in Algeria, by the tr~n:formE'ltion of the indig-

enous soci~.l structure. The Algerians hpd cee.sed to rempin the 

peasP.nts and the nomads of yesteryears ~s soon aS the revolution 

in land tenure cgme into effect in their country. They abendoned 

their tre.ditiona.l h~bitf'.t and their cl~n, tribe or vill2.ge ~nd 

sought a new livelihood in the monetary economy of the French. 

Cabd 2.l-~em1d ibn B;d1S addressed this pprt1culer ~udience when 

he preached reformism ?nd nrtionplism. Unlike the other mpjor ideol-

ogues who were his contemporpries, he We.S successful in formul~ting 

ideps which aCcounted for the tr~at"ormrtion of All?'eri~ pnd appealed 

to the objects of this deep culturpl and civilizrtionpl transition-

?eriod in the life and the experience of the Algeriens. 

The ideology of Cabd ~l-Hp~rd ibn B~drs h~d rem~ined religion-. 

oriented and 1t sought its 1ns~ir~tion from the ?Fst. It also re-
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1. flected the values pnd the mores of tre.di tion.?l Muslim cppitelism 

which, in )~geria, hrd succes~fully survived within the precincts 

of ConstRntine. This ideology remé'ined outside the mainstream of 

European capitalism in spite of the ties which the traditiona~ 

bourgeoisie succeeded to cultivate with coloni~lism. It is evident 

thé't t"abd a.l-l!amïd ibn BP"drs hpd shown li ttle understanding of the 

economics of Algerip. under French rule. His total unawareness of 

Lenin warranted his fé'ilure to see ché'nge in Algeria as h~ving 

resulted not so much from the immanence of Allah in histery as 

from the dia1iectics of imperialism. In this Wps he little diff-

erent from other Isl~mic reformists. 

The inherent contr~dictions which h!"'ve chR.rpcterized .rpm~l ~l-

DIn al-Afghânr and those who drew their inspirrtion from his RV-

owed Salp.fism ought not to be attributed, pS they often h~ve been, 

te the shDrtcomings of individuel Ielpmic reformists. The phenoa-

enon to which they belonged ie best understood aS soon PS the very 

historicpl context to which they belong is recreated. Their pl~ce, 

in the nr)cess whicn 8~W Rn essenti~lly Isl!"'mic civiliz~tion 
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f crumble under the weight of its own obsolete institutions pnd under 

the imp~ct of European pmbitions pnd pretensions, wps certp.inly a 

different one from thpt of the traditionrlists, who 8s"9ired to 

perpetupte these institutions, p..nè of the westernists, who aimed 

at adopting indiscr1min~tely the w~s of the foreigners. They ar-

ose to ch~.llenge the va.lidity of either trE'.ditione.lists or west-

ernists in terms of idepls which were, no doubt, most commendable 

a.lthough they were self-contre.dictory. They were upset by the ex-

cesses of both trpdition~lits and westernists ~like and they sought 

to reconcile the civiliz~tion of Europe with th~t of Islam. They 

could not rep~ize th~t only cultures ~re reconcilable to ?ny civ-

iliz?tion and thr-t different civilizr-tions cannot be reconciled 

with one RDother. 

Cabd a1-~am1d ibn BFdTs had pimed at accomodating the sciences 

pnd the technology of Europe, which were pprt of West~rn civilizet-

c ion, to the type of Isl~mic v~lues which, under Ash erism, h~d become 

adepted with the reflection of the sciences p~ë the technology of 

medievFl Isl~m, its own interpretetion of Aristotelipnism. Here 
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w~s certpinly an exercice in futulity. The best of EuropeEn civiliz-

a.tion could not be extrapol~ted ~nd grafted into pn Islpmic civiliz-

a,tion which itself h~d been shed of its worst fer>tures. AgeL:.st 

M~~mmad 'Abdu's and MU9amM?d Iqbal's attempts to reconstruct civ

ilizf.!,tion for the Muslims, Cabd al-~emld ibn Bpdls offered the 

artificial juxtaposition of precipitative and unsolvent elements. 

There was the cause fo'r his own dilemna. It we,s not in any sense 

peculipr to him but Wt?,S !;In indic pt ive of the significpnce of Alg-

eripn transition from its own mediev~l st~te to one which would 

become modern. Cabd pl-~pmrd ibn BPaIs d1ed before the independence 

of his country would be ~ch1eTed. The events which followed his 

depth rem~in our best mepns to me~sure the incidence o~ his 1deas 

fo~ the sovereign Alger1an n~tion. They represent the ~fterm~th of 

Cabd ~1-~am1d ibn BpdIs. 



t 
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Not until the signing of the Evi~n Agreemp.nt of 18 M~rch 1962 

h~d the Algeri?n Revolution which officip.lly begpn on l November 

1954 emwith ? cesse-fire between the French Army ~nd the Nption

al Liber~tion Army. On l July 1962, the Yuslims of Algeri~ over-

whelmingly cast a bp-l1ot for independence. One hundred pnd thirty 

twar yeprs of French rule were being termin~ted S.s a result of a 

long and bloody confrontption. It now rem~ined for the leeders of 

the sovereign Algerian st~te to rebuild the house which coloniz-

ation and war hpd left in ashes. For the last eight yeprs, Alger-

i~ns ?re still at grips with the problems of reconstruotion. For 

the first time in their modern hist,ry, the Al.gerians fpce the er-

duous task of giving themselves a constitution. 

The consti tlltion?l deb~te wps brought to Algeris pS e reaul t 

of the dissolution of French Alge~i~. In their se-rch for a new 

identity, the .Uge-:'"i~ns hrve h~d to cOl1sider the v ... rious options 

which we:-e bei -.g th!"Ust U"lon them. One Bucil option rea;ll ted from 
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the ideology of ca.bd al-~Bmïd ibn BP'dïs. It cf">lled for the resti t-

ution ~mong the }~geri~ns of their Muslim ~nd Ar?b personalities. 

Its v::>lidity ~rises from the realities of the Algerian scene. Its 

limitations, ::ln the contrp.ry, stem "from the anemia of the reformists 

themsel ves. The ap~rpis~l of the p18ce of 'ebd pl-.l;iem"Id ibn B;'dïs 

in modern Algeripn history ls still in the mpking. The policies of 

the '9resent le~ders of th~t country weIl indic!?te thRt his contrib-

ution to the Algeripn np.tion aw:"!its the recognition of the Algeriens. 

The Association of Algerian CUlami~ joins the Revolution 

Two years after the Nptional Liberption Front h~d deereed thpt 

it would enrry the struggle pg~inst Fr~.nee until Algeria hpd been 

finally liberFted, the AssoeiRtion of Alperian cU1Rmë~ hed rellied 

to the e~use of the revolutioneries. TawrIq pI-U~d~nT h~d m~de the 

announeement in Cairo on 22 April 1956. pl-B~shIr pl-Ibr~ïmr, the 

~ssoei~tion's p-esi<ent eve" sinee the denth in 1940 of cpbd ~l-

~Amld ibn 3~dï9, p~erehed the jih~d ove~ the r~dio, on the Voiee 

of the .A.r~.bs from Cair',. The AS9.:Jeiation of Al !"'"eri!'ln (Uler.tq,) w~ s 
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dissolved by its lepders ~nd its Wp.s !?,7'filb:ted to the N~tionel 

Liberation Front. Its newsp?,per, a.l-B~s?')ir, wa,s discontinued r:-nd 

its membership diab~nded 
1 

• The institution which cebd pl-H!?~rd ibn . . 

B~dra had brought ~bout would never be reconstituted p.g~in. 

The idee.ls of Algerie,n reformiam hrd, mesnwhile, been kept ,üive 

by the followers of (abd al-~!?mId ibn B~dla. They justified the 

struggle which wp.,s being ca,rried by the mU.1Bhid'1n as the unescape.ble 

dut Y of the Algerians to defend their nationality. Once the signa 

of peRce p.nd independence h~d become visible, theae ideals were 

reiterpted during the Evian Agreement of Mprch 1962 and in the 

Tripoli ProgrAm in june of the same yepr. In these two documents, 

the Islemic e.nd Ar~b foundr->.tions of Al,l7,eri'" W'e~e recognized. They 

contrpsted with the Mprxiat sapir~tions of the chrmpions, ~mong 

the membera of the N~tion~l Liberption Front, of e popul~r democr-

2 
atic revolution to be re~lized prior to everythlng e1se 

1. See D. Gordon, The passing ••• , pp. 100-101. 

2. ~., pp. 107-108. 
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The ideologic:ü confront~tion which op90sed those who stressed 

the Islpmic ~nd Arab chprpcters o~ the Algerien entity to those 

who s~w their revolution as p~rt of a wo:-ld revolutionp,ry movement 

h~d been carried beyond the confines of the executive of the Net-

ionpl Liber~tion Front, the sole ~olitic~l pprty in the country. 

The Students Union ~lovement pond the Trades Union Movement h:=>d moved 

tOW8rds a clea.r committment for the cre~tion of a society built 

along ma.zxist lines. They emphasized the mission of the Alrreriens 

to liberate Afric~, from Western cOloniplism. They plAyed down Alg-

eria' s links with the Ar~bs and the Muslims ~nd found grepter e.ff-

inities with Castro's Cubp thpn they did with the E~st. In the 

first issue of a students newsp~per, Le Normel Lien, the ~ur)Fn 

W!:Is denounced for its regres~ive influence over the ~!.uslims. The 

?rench l~ngu~ge was 2lso de~ended pg?inst Ar~bic in th~t it m~int~ined 

3 
the Algeripns open.to the progressive wo~ld • 

Ag~inst this point of view, the Is1pmicists, those who h~d once 

upon FI time been the followers of C"e.bd p1-HamI'd ibn 3?idis, could 

3. ~., p. 111. 
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point to the popu1~T repction in the f~ce of indepenàence in support 

o~ their own ~rguments. On 6 Ju1y 1962, once the results o~ the ref-

erendum on the question o~ independence hrd been known, thousends 

of Algerians inveded the Cathedr~l of Algiers and reverted it to 

the mosque it h~d once been. SimilAr outbursts of popul~r pnger 

against the desecra.tion of their re1igious buildings by the French 

were witneseed e11 over the country. Alcoho1:storF'ges were a.1so 

destroyed by the mob. The Algeriens expressed their existence ~nd 

their distinctness by en unprecedented disp1 r y of religious fervor. 

A member of the 'Ul~me"), M~pmmad Shubûk't, issued P. stptement on 

2 August 1962 to the effect th~t the Algeripn revolution hpd intended 

to revert the Al~eri~ns to their religion pnd to their culture. 

Independence would represent the victo~y of the idepls of Isl~m 

4 
ove-' aIl others • 

Ben Bella and the Constitutiongl Issue 

On 27 3eptem er 1962, A4m r d Ben Be11p w~s e1ected Presi~ent of 

4. ~., pp. 111 ~nd 151. 
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Algerie. His sudden rise to power coincided with the constitutional 

debate which h~d bitterly opposed Is1amicists to Weste~nists from 

the end of 1962 onwa.rds. On 28 August 1963, the country h:'1d fin~lly 

been grRnted its first constitution wJlich the Constituent Assembly 

ratified. The task of reconcili~tion end reconstruction would now 

begin. Al}ma.d Ben Bell~ sought to operp.te the fusion of the v,..,rious 

ideologicel fê.ctions in the type of populism he instpu:~ed in Algeri!:!. 

The Preamble of the Constitution decl~red the orientption of the 

n~tion to be Arebo-Isl!'lmic. It steted th~t "Islpm r'nd the Ar.bic 

1p.nguage were effective forces of !"esist~nce ag~inst the ~ttempts 

of the coloni~l régime to depersonplize Al~eri~. AlgeriF owes it 

to itself to pssert thnt the Arpbic l~ngu~ge is the n~tionel l~ngu

age, and th~t lt (Algeria) drpws its splrltuRl being fr-m Islam". 

By the spme token, referring to the Natlonp.1 ~lber~tion Front, it 

indic~ted th~t it "mobi11zes, enframes, and educ-tew the popul~r 

5 

mpsses towprds the re~liz~tion of soci~lism" 

5. ~., pp. 136-137. 
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_~~d Ben Bella h~d seen no incompptibility between Islpm Fnd 

soci~lism. His government sought to implement the two B.t the sl"'me 

time. It was, in p~rt, inspired by the Egypti~n Revolution of ~amp.l 

Cpbd al-Na~ir and wps influenced by the revolutions of Chin~, Viet-

nam and Cuba, a.ll of them pee.sent revolutions. Over soci~lism, the 

StË'te h~.d undert!!'ken the extensive n~tionr-lizption of Settlers prop-

erty. It becf-'me the ownership of the !leople and w;>s seIf-pdministered 

by them. The leftist elemen~s within the country were pllowed to 

operpte in~smuch pS they submitted to the directives of the N~tionpl 

, . 
L1berFtion Front, the only leg~l p~rty. In foreign affpirs, the reglrne 

entert",1ned the best of ~el="'tions with tile soci~list CAmp. 

The Ar~bo-Isl~mic specificity of Al'erip. wes also being elrbor-

pted end implemented by the government of ~p.d Ben Belle. The 

Constit'.ttion h!'!>d st ~ted th:'lt only fi Muslim could become President. 

His oe.th to office re..,d aS fol ".ows: "?~ithful to the principles of 

th~ ~~volution pnd to the me~o~ of our m~-tyrs (shuh~d~), l swe~r 

by AI1~h the /~l-Power~ul ••• ". The fl~~bic l~np-u·ge bec~me the offic-

i!:>l ~"'ngu~ge o~ the n~tion, ..,l t .Ollg.'-1 '7rench 7I'o111d still rem- in in 
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, conceding th~t: "the theoTetic~l found~tions of their p.ctions 

shou1d be nourished, not by foreign doctrines (M~rxism presumeb1y), 

but from our Arabo-Is1-=mic roots". Colonel :M:uh~nnn~d Sh~,cbfnî f'lso . ,. 

reminded the deleg~tes of the p1~ce which Is1p~ hA1d in the history 

of Algerip. end of the Revolution. The Is1~micists ~mong the de1egetes 

denounced the "cu1turp1 cosmopolit~nism ?n~ the occidentp.1 impregn-

~tion which hr-d contributed to incu1cpting into m!"'ny A1gerirns a 

contempt for their 1-ngu~ge pnd their n~tional vl"lues". The Congress 

reso1ved to 8cce1er~te "the el~borrtion of ~ progrpm of Arpbizl"tion", 

to crepte a fpmi1y code w111c11 wou1d conform with the tr:"lditions of 

the Alger1pns ~s we11 ~,s wit',. their soci~list options, pnd finn11y 

to conduct P~ger1p's domest1c pnd fore1gn p01icies under the ?egis 

7 
of socip1ism end the Arpbo-Is1~m1c person:"llity • 

.Ai}mad Ben Bella hl"d be('!n imuressed by the 1nte~!si ty wi th whic!l 

the Isl~~icists re~cted to his ru1e. ?e set to p1acate th~m by mov-

inp; to th" r1g.'lt. In Se,te"1ber 19154, the m"rxist edit:r of ~évo1ution 

7. ~., pp. 147-14è. 
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Africe.ine, MUl,lammpd ~~rbï, was 1'epl~ced by C.Amm~r Ouzegrne. The 

editorial of 12 Seotember, entitled ~l-Jihpd fï sp.bll F11-ishtirP.kïyya 

and written in Arabie, h1?d p..rgu~d th~·t Algerie's soci~lisrn WFIS un-

iversal and scientific but th~t it rem::>ined Mus'_im in s!>irit. The 

article ha.d, rn~ -nwhile, denounced those fp.nptics who wore turb?ns 

and op~osed the progress which Isl~m pdvoc~ted. This m~y h~ve been 

in reference to the incidents of 5 J:"nua.ry 1964 during which thous-

pnds of followers of r-l-H;:shimI Tij ;5"nî, p lecturer F1.t the University 

of Algiers F1nd th" hepd of rn orgr>nizption c..,lled JFlmCïyy~t r>l-'.iypm 

al-IslpnfIYYa, demonstr~ted R.gp.inst the te~ching of French, ~gpin9t 

the use of foreign progr::tms ove!" th·~ r,dio, for the closing of S!lOpS 

during prayer hours I='nd for the exclusion of FI.II non-Muslims from 

government offices. It surely h~d th~ follow~r.s of ~pbd -l-~pmrd ibn 

Badls plso in mind. These ele~ents were considered counter-revolution-

eries by the government spokesmpn. They should be suppressed. A4mr>d 

Ben Belle h~d tightened his grip over th~ n~rty. He excluded ~~~Iq 

~1-Y~d~nr froc his crbinet -fter the reshuffle of 1964. E~ rlS 0 ..,ntpg-

onized his rllies of yes:erye~rs. O?nosition to his pe~s~n~1 rule 
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mounted from aIl sides. On 19 June 1965, Colonel ~uwârr Boumedienne, 

Comm?nder-in-Chief of the Army, deposed the Presdient in e bloodless 

8 
coup d'ét~t • 

The Boumedienne Inte::'lude 

Huwarr Boumedienne hpd moved egainst Alpnpd Ben Bella as soon HS 

he felt tha.t his own position was being threatened by the President. 

The deposition of Mpnad Ben Bella was welcomed by aIl sides in Alg-

eriF1. The Socialists, the LiberaIs, the Regiona.lists and the Islem-

, . 
icists ha.d resented the dictatorship of the P?st reg~me. They hoped 

, . 
thBt the new reg~me would restore the necessRry libertip.s for their 

respective ideologies to thrive. ~uw~r~ Boumedienne h~d Beau his rule 

otherwise. He retrined the one p~rty system r?nd "'.ssigned the m#"intr:-in 

of law "nd order to the Arrrty. He hp.d, mpanwhile, diBeng~ged Alreri? 

frorn its intern~tionp.1 cornmittments. AlgeriF would concentrp.te on the 

reconstruction of its socipty before it ",s"umed .. ny role in the U~ghrib, 

8. idem., pp. 202-204. 
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in the Arab World or in Afric~. 

Huw~rr Boumedienne h~d ~npointed Ahmr-d Tâlib as his Minister of . -. . 

~duc~tion. The lptter hpd been imprisoned under ~ed Ben Bella. Ee 

was the son of el-BashYr sl-IbrP.himT. Hp. hnd tr~ined as a Medical 

doctor yet he received a solid Muslim educption at the hand of his 

father. This important appointment h~d not been eimed at aPpeasing 

the Islemicists in the country. It indice.ted the new leader's 

appreci?tion of his minister's views on the culture of Algerip. 

These views had once upon e time been aired in ~eune Afrique. They 

9 

well exuressed the ideological committment of the young doctor • 

In D~colonisntion culturelle en Alg~rie, A~ed ~alib h~d reiter-

eted fp~ilipr views in the langupge o~ the younger p~geripn élites. 

He emphesised thrt Frpnch colonirlism hnd depersonalized the Algeripns 

pnd imprinted in them ~ deep inferiority complex ~bout their Muslim 

nnd Areb heritege. Many Algerians were convinced thpt, ~riar ta 1830, 

they we~e uncivilized ~nd th~t civilizption wps broupfit ta t~em by 

9. See ~eune IJrioue, 10 ~ece~;~er 1963, pp. 26-27. 
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the French. The so-cp-Iled Evolués were uprooted from their society 

and hed become alien~ted to it. Were it not for the AssociFtion of 

Algerüm "U1emâ.'), the culture of Alperia.. m~y weIl h··ve· perished. It 

survived because of the schools which this p.ssociption founded. It 

shou1d become the tp.sk of the successive generptions of Algeriens 

10 
to spread this culture • 

Al}ma.d ,!,altb hpd shown great realism in his exposition of the 

cultural problems of Al~eria. He stressed the importance of Arabiz-

ation for Algeria yet he w~rned ~g~inst the consequences of rushing 

such a process through. Algerip. would need the French l~ngurge for 

m~ny yeprs to come. The civiliz~tion of the Algeri~ns lie in the 

sciences which the French h~rboured pnd which the AlgeriFns ignored. 

For the time being, ~t lepst, one culture complemented the other. As 

soon ps he bec~me Yinieter of Educ~tion, }~!""d ,!,Blib set to implement 

this principle. 

10. It i8 inte~estin~ to note thp.t, in 1952, the June 6 i2sue of Le 
Jeune Yusulmën reuro·i 'ced the mrnifesto of the Aseoci~tion of Al-ë;irn 
tUlelDë ) ".hich once p.p!Jeared in e1-Shih"Pb. The edit :,r of the newspr>per 
considered "Bases fondement~les de le doctrine de l'~ssoci~~ion des 
ou1a1Das mus~Jlmans algériens" to still be relevant fifteen yer>rs ~fter 
i t AP?e". red. ~!eenwhile, J... Berque, commenting in :1~vue ",tricaine, 1947, 
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Huwârï Boumedienne hr-d ,.,lso recF.D.ed Tewfi"q ",l-Mpdpn"ï to the serv-. 
ice of the Stflte. The eminent historipn wr:-s pppointed Ambpsspdor to 

the Arr"b League. This pppointment could be seen to emphasize the 

committments of the new AlgeriE'n leFdershi'IJ to Arab NE'tioné'lism. The 

State hfld also become involved in the fin~ncement of constructing 

mosques and religious teachers trpining schools. Close to four hund-

red eenters of worship were opened sinee independence rnd more th8n 

sixt Y thousand students were prep~red to teadh ISlpm in the pUblic 

schooling system. The Sociplists who blemed ~ad Ben Bella for 

h~ving betrpyed the Revolution, the Liber~ls who aspired for ~ ret-

urn to p~rliement~~ democr~ey, and the region~lists, Berber-spepking 

Algeri~ns from the Awrps ~nri from KpbyliF, who sup'Jorted their French 

educ1"ted le~ders f1g~inst the hegemony of the Arpb element within the 

Government, aIl were being greatly disapîointed pt the orient~tion 

of the new régime of ~uw~rI ~oumedienne. Their respective we~kness, 

p,p. 1~1-132, on Chérif Benhr-bylês's Ames frontiê~es, contr'sted the 
evolue to the isl?~is~nt; the former hpd lost his roots in society 
"hi1e the 1p.tter remr:-ined weIl rooted in it in s;"ite of decpdence. 
J. Beroue, in Jeune Afrioue, 25 Novernber 1970, pp. 52-54, repe~ted 
this vie •• 
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on the one hpnd, and their own in~bility to unite Fgpinst it, on 

the other, h~d ellowed the régime to pursue its course undisturbed 

~nd unthreatened. Only the future will show whether or not the pol-

icies of Ar~bizption and of Isl~miz~tion of the Government Can be 

undertpken to their finpl conclusion. The vioinity of Algeria to 

Fr~nce, i ts continued dependence on the tec.hnic~l p.ssistp.nce of 

the Europeana and ita own inherent aocia.1 f"nd cultural dispr'ritiea 

remain im!Jort~nt f~ctors which Algerir will h~ve to I!lccount for r>nd 

which will determine the frce of the morrow in th~t country f1nd 

pmong its people. 

Vp.lidi ty end Limi t",tions of Ia1p.mic Ref:)rmism for ft~gerie 

The Algeri~ Is1pmicists had reised the question of identity in 

CI. manner wiâch remr'ins unc:JP11e!1ged. In 1963, the U."tionrlity Code 

was formulpted under their influence. It dif~erenti~ted between the 

e.nd th'" n· tur~lized ft~geripn. In spite of the p.nti~~tl-~y w::-.ich ~11 

Weste :'nist s showed this pi"'ce o~ l~gisl ~t ion, lit tle h!" dit been 

conte::d'é'd thrt, ir:deed, :he A1ge"i~n ide .... tity re~rined ·o_ther t!l-:.n 
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Il 
Eastern 

The essentirlly évolué novelists of post-independence Algeri1:., 

Jean .Am.rouche, Mouloud Fera.oun and Kpteb Ypcine hpà, meenwhile, ind-

icated thp.t their identity continued to disturb the Algeri~ns. lunrouche 

w~s of Berber origin pnd hpd converted to Cp,th:)licism. He rt?llied to 

the c~use of the Nrtionrl LiberFtion Front rfter the Sétif mpsspcre 

of 1954. For him, Fr1?nce hr'd represented the intellect of j.~geri~ 

y't he nov, so.ught to liberate bis country from French oppression. 

He eventu~lly rejected the view which som"· Frenchmen held thpt indep-

endende brought ~bout the divorce of two peoples. There h~d never 

been eny marrirge for A divorce to tr.ke plpce. Al~erir h~d stmply 

12 
be~n rpped by Frrnce • 

~ouloud Ferpoun ~nd Kateb Ypcine we~e plso Frencn-educrted. The 

~ormer W'r-s from Krbylia. pnd the lptter belonged to p trC'ditionp.l 

f.,.mily fr'Jm Constr:~tine. Like Alnrouche, they hrd been in quest of , 

Il. See D. Gordon, The n~sRing ••• , p~. 162-163. It m~y be -ecrl:ed 

thrt ?rpntz 'Fpnon h!"d been natu::--e.lized All?'e-ir-n. Eis ~dmirors obj

ected to the essenti r 11y discri~in·ti.g le~islrtion. 

12. ibid., pp. 165-169. 
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their identity. They rejected the French one pnd moved pw~y from 

the p.spirations of the Evolués of yesteryears. In his novel, Ned1ma, 

the youth symbolizing Algerie, Y~cine showed her being bpffled by 

the winds of time. Her origins were mixed end mysterious. She rem-

ained the prisoner of the steller system. Ypcine, Iike Fer~oun, 

he.d submi tted to a non-French identi ty p-I though he did not know 

whet his rctuel one represented. He h~d psked himself who he WeS 

~.nd could only reply th~t he W!"S not A. Frenchmen nor could he bec-

ome assimil~ted to Fr~nce. Y~cine described the peculierity of the 

All?'erie.n personplity pnè, he rem~ rked thr't, pt most, the French could 

13 
understand it; they would never succeed to assimil?te it 

In politicel circles aS weIl, the Eastern char~cte; of the Alg-

erien identity w~s being upheld. Most c~ntempor~ry politic~l think

ers hpd rejected the ideologies of the 'Rest end were in l'3earch of 

ones which would best Rccomod~te the ps :)ir~·t ions of the .A.leerie.ns 

to their p1'st. The Liberp.ls sought th~ clues ta t:.-üs intric~te prob-

lem in the ideology of ?:"bIb Bourguib~ which fed on the trpditian 

13. ~., pp. 169-176. 
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of the ~?diq~yya whi1e confronting the ~rob1ems of modern government. 

The Socialists were, mepnwhi1e, being ~t:r~cted to Su1t~n G~liev. The 

Kazp-n Tatp-r bo1shevik hpd distinguished himse1f at the B~ku Conference 

of 1921 by his opposition to the Indi?.n Roy over the universPlity 

of the socia1ist ideo1ogy. Gpliev's soci?lism wP.s conceived 8S ?ris-

ing from the peculier socip1 orgpnization of the Epstern peoples and 

contrs.sted with the socia.lism which prose from the class struggle 

14 
th?t Was peculier to Europeen cr>pitRl ism • 

The Islr'lmicists hp.d become conspicuous for their failure to pprt-

icip~te in the ideologicF"l debpte which espired te recencile the 

Prst pnd the p~esent. On 16 April 1940, p1-Bpshtr pl-Ibrphrmï succ-

eeded cpbd ~l-~pmrd ibn B~dlS ps hep-d of the reformist movement. He 

remrined the most prorninent figure ~mon~ the Isl~micists unti1 his 

own deeth, on 20 '.~r"y 1965. He showed wh--t gre~t p 109s the dis:=-pperr-

nnce of (abd ~l-F;pmrd ibn B~d1S h~d been to Alpe~ipn reformism. ~1-

14. ibid., pp. 103-104, ~nd J. Berque, Dénossession du monde, P-ria, 

p. 1~ Ah!np.d Ben Bella, p!rlong other, must hr:ve di'scove:--ed ~bout 

Gp.liev from A. Bennigsen' 8 Les mouvements n~ tionr ux chez les ~~usulm~'ns 

de ~s~ie, the Hpgue, 1960. 
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Bp.shlr pl-Ibr;:nI'mI" wpS fr-ithful to his own litter~ti tr~dition and 

he reiterpted the views which were once being held by the AS8ociation 

of Algerian CUlama"'>on identity !?.nd development. He h8d obvi'1usly 

not understood the Algeri~n revolution. Alpnpd Ben Bella and IIuwi="rï 

Boumedienne had confronted the intric~te problem of tr~.nsfering the 

assets which the French once owned to the Algeri?ns. The p..dmiristrat-

ion of these assetw posed a signific~nt chpllenge to the Government. 

The development of new industries to ~bsorb ~n eve.r' growing supply 

of l"bour w~s yet Rnother cp,se in pOint whe~e the St..,te weip:hed 

n~tion~l expediency pg~inst ideological principle. During the debptes 

in the i~::>tionfl~ AssembJ.y, the Isl~micists ignored theae serious quest-

ions ~nd op,osed the soll1tiona which we ~e being offered by the essent-

i~lly ~esterni~t elernents ~mQng the de~uties. 

The ?.ssoci,.. tion of rawfI'q al-'-!~dpnI' wi th the refo:rmist movement 

hnd, meenwhile, been ? speci~l one frOID the very beginning. Although 

he did trBin nt the ~~drps~ of the ~live ~osque, he was closest to 

:"ll-~-:mnld ibn 3ëdT!'J h~d e"e- been. In 1)23, he h~d di~ti.--:p:uis:"ied 
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himself RS ~ revoluti;npry by publishing P. work on the Irish Revolut-

ion. In Nid'Pl Irl~nda, he ~rgued thr-t freedom could only result from 

a.rmed stru~gle. Ee è_ommitte.d'hL"1I.sel.f. tcL' n~tion~'lism in its secul?r-

ist sense. He e.ccepted to heél.d the ~Unistry of Culture in the Prov-

isio021 Government of YUsuf Ben Khedda before he WélS élw~rded the 

portfolio of the Mini3try of I.Iubüs by Alpnpd B.- n Belle .• T~Vlfïq ~l-

Mpd;:onI' s ideas b··1 oupht him closest ta the new ler>ders of Algerip. 

They also distinguished him from the bulk of the ISlpmicists who 

continued to incprn~te the ide~ls of the tr~dition~l bourgeoisie of 

15 
Algeria • 

Beyond (?bd ~l-!Iemid ibn B'P.dïs's Heformism 

The contribution of the Isl<'micists m'-·mbers o-f' the Aasociption 

f Al ' CUl - ") t . b dt' t d nd l' t'lI 
o ,~er1?n rullp c~nno "'nywaere e un r·res 1m" e F' W1 

15. It i~ notewo-th', th~t 1'~w1"ïq ~l-~~~:i~!1ï h-d n'med .lis only 6011 

Isl;-m. Re l.,ter toI:! me th.,t he h~d be"'n ilTl..,~esed by ll~mik t.p.Tn·l's 

Vpt~n. Th: hera's :1~r.lp. ."-'s, of COll~se, Isl~. ~~e w~s n~es·l.m-b:v 'cr:u

?ln€ed wi~h ~he Ot~om~n thi~k~r by wny of V~j-ll~t 'l-B-dr, ed. Z-vn 

pl-(Âbidln r>l-S~nüsI, '!'ünis, 1923, which ~r>t""ul'~ly nri'.tp.d tr-nsl

ntions of hi~ ~rticlp.s. 



-357-

his riglltful plrce in th~ir prntheon. Before his movement WrS formed, 

no serious effort h~d been mpde in this country to e::'~dic,...te the m-rks 

of the tr,...diti:-Jn:-li8t world view from iUge:-i"'n s0ci·"ty. The Algeri,...ns 

remt:lined under the inf"lue!ice of rn obsolete ideology 0::' else th'-y 

rejected nll th~t hpd once be~n their own for the v-lues -nd the mO'es 

o~ the ~rench. After c~bd rl-H~mri ibn B~drs, ~n ~l~e~n' tive to 

tr .... diti:-Jn-lism ?n·.i. to r>ssimil!"tionism w.,.s coined which Droved, in 

thp long run, closest to the Al.c;r,erir>n re:lity. 

After independence, the B1'Idisipn idef'll W."'S beLle trked ~u -ther 

but yet ::oi1other u"'oduct of the not:"'bility o~ ~onstnntine. M-lek 

Benn~bi received ~n educ~tion in both cultures. He bec-me thp Director 

of Higher Studies pt the University of Algiers in 19134. His "!lost 

sign-ific..,nt wo"'ks, Les Conditions de Ir ~en'-i8sanC'!e Algérienne :"'nd 

rece i ved th:--ougi:out the Arab ~nd -,rusli-n wo:--lds. ~~lek Benn-bi '"rgued 

J.ik~ ~'~bd rl-E~:71ï1 ibn B-.c-df!'!, th- t the :'~u81ims 1ec-yoj ; ec·-use they 
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refor~ists. He pccused them of p~ying lip-service to the sciences. 

Hp. aimed to reconctruct the civilizr-tion of the Muslims in terms of 

the revel~tion mpde to Mu~~mmad and the scientific pchievements of 

Europe. He rlso hrd misrerd Isl~~ic history wh~re thp. grertest ~chiev-

ements in th", ~rts ~nd th", scie.1ces hJ'"d invariably occured et the 

moments of gre . ."t heresy in Isl~m. Mrlek Bennrbi beloncred to his own 

ti~e rS hrd Cebd ~l-~~mïd ibn B~drs before him. He focussed on the 

p~rticul~r stete of his ~ge pnd nttempted to solve the problems of 

religion in chrmge. He represented a. further ~nd higher strge in 

the controversy between IslP"m and Islpmic history. He wp.S the lptest 

16 
heir to a long trrdition of Islp~ic culture in ~onRtrntine • 

16. The in4"luence o~ (.,bd ~l-H~Y"}I?l ibn B.:"Q'ï9 .,19: 9~re~d o1.ltside 
1.1eo -i .... 71e owe 1-: "o,V. ~.~ontêil's L'Islp,,!! noir, P~~is, 19'34, p. 
310, th~t 3hrykh Toure, the Senng~le1~ ~oun~er of th~ Union Cult
urelle ~{u9ulm~ne, who spe;> rherded refo :-mis"!! ~nd 11''''' 3 ~ v iolen t OU'l

onen ~ o~ ~he 1'1j ~nryyA in the Sen~g~ l, s ~lldic.d pt the BXd~s~yyp, 
in Const"n~ine in 1952. Tho r') 'rpisnl of hi" !!love~~nt, no rlO'lbt, 
will gre-t1y con~r1bute to c~~ryleting the uener~l ryictu-e o~ the 
S.,l~"'ïyy~ ~ave~'!"!~ which ::. L-Ollst st~~ted. 
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