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ABSTRACT 

Thailand is one of the South East Asian countries undergoing 

major economical and social changes. On the verge of b~coming 

industrialized, it has a literacy rate of 91X which is weIl 

above international standards. Yet, handicapped people have 

very limited educational opportunities. Less than 4 X of 

handicapped children in Thailand have access to education. 

The purpose of this study is to determine specifie needs of 

special education by comparing findings from agencies visited 

such as schools, foundations, government and non government 

organizations, with government policies. 

The educational system is studied and special education 

policies described. A look at implemented laws shows that the 

government recognizes its responsibility towards the 

handicappedi it is also pointed out that the major causes for 

handicaps are generally due to avoidable situations. 

Finally, special government projects are highlighted and 

suggestions are submitted for future developments. 
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RESUME 

La Thailande est un des pays du Sud Est Asiatique connaissant 

des changements majeurs autant économiques que soc i aux. Sur 

le point de devenIr industrialise, le taux d'alphabétisme rst 

de 91% ce ~.~ est bien au dessus des standards 

internationaux. Néanmoins, les facilités d'éducation pOUl" les 

personnes handicapées restent très limitées. Hoins de 4 % 

des enfants handicapés en Thailande ont access ~ l'éducation. 

Le but de cette étude est de déterminer les besoins 

sp~cifiques pour l'~ducation spécialisée en cowparant les 

donn~es relevées aupres des organismes visités, telles les 

~coles, fondations, organizations gouvernementales et non­

gouvernementales, avec les politiques 15gales. 

Le syst~me ~ducatif est ~tudie et les politiques concernant 

l'éducation spécialisée décrites. Un regard sur les lois 

d~montre que le gouvernement reconnait ses responsabIlités 

vis-a-vis des handicap~s; il ressort ~galement que les causes 

majeures de handicaps sont généralement dues a des situations 

pouvant ètre évitées. Enfin, des projets gouvernementaux 

sont soulignés et des suggestions soumise~ pour les 

évolutions futures. 

ii 
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FORE"ORD 

After teaching in Canada for Len yea!'s, of WhlCh SI' ~,'ear's 

were in music for special educatl.on, l havE' dec i dE'd tu mo\'{' 

to Thailand. Howf'ver, holding a 8achE'lor's Dp~rE'f' ln Muc..;i( 

educatIon, l was inLE'restE'd HI t,he edllcat Jona] <;y..,t pm of 

Thailand, in partieular the field of special pducat 10n. 

For my school board in (~IlE'bec, l was responsl ble for' 

eSllblishing a music program for' special f>dur'at ](HI pupli..,. 

l p"rn hop l ng to do the same i JI Tha i land. 

te; learn how the Thai edllC'at, Ion syst pm wor'ks, and to 

understand the pol ie les and programs regard] ng sIJec 1 li 1 

education. 

The purpose of this thesis is to examinE> pOlle" les and 

prdctice of sIJecial education in Thailand. 

vi 
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CHAPT ER 1. 

INTRODUCTION 

Thailand 1S recognizpd as one of the countries of South East 

Asia undergoing majoT economic and social changes. 

Economically, Thailand is becoming more and more 

industrialized. Other countries from Europe, America and also 

Japan are bringing their technology requiring specialized 

manpower. This encourages students to pursue their studies to 

a higher level. There is, however, a percentage of youngsters 

who in most African and Asian nations are not allowed the 

opportunity of education; they are the disabled children (who 

cannot lead an active life because of health, psychological 

or physical proLlems). Even in countries like Thailand where 

government authorities recognize the child's rights, little 

is done for the disabled; it is known that special services 

are costly in any country, and most governments have limited 

funds. 

1 
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A special study made by UNESCO, conccrning the e~ucation of 

children and young people with disabiliti~s (Hegarty, 1990). 

shows there is an alarmingly high percentage of the 

populalion that is disabled. especially ln developlng 

counlries. An estimated 500 millIon peopl~ ln the- world are 

di sable-d as a consequence 0 f menta 1. phy S lcal 0 r sensory 

impai rment. 

InternatIonal reports estimale that more than one child out 

of ten is born or becomes impaired (with diminished physlcal 

or mental capability). If no attention ls given. thls will 

impede the development of the child. Contrary to the 

developed countries where special attention is given ta 

children with disabllities, the developing countrles where 

most of the children live get Ilttle If any special care to 

prevent the occurrence of the impairment, or alleviate its 

damaging consequence. In fact. approximately BOX of the 

estimated 200 million disabled children ln the world are 

living in developing countrles; very few receive good health 

care and educatlon. and less tha~ two percent receive special 

services of any kind. 

Thailand ha~ proven its concern for the disablLd. Laws have 

been passed to ensure accessibility to education for the 

disabl€·d populat.ion. "Children and young people with 

disa.bilities need educa.tion no less than their peers" 

(Hegarty, 1990p.1). 

2 
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Accord 1. nlj to a study from the Bangkok n~wspaper The Nat ion 

of May 21, 1989, there are approximately 2.5 million disabled 

people in Thailand. 

A study made by the National Education Commi ssion in 1988, 

with the cooperation of Dr. Padoong Arrayavinyoo from 

Srinakharinwirot Unlversity, shows that 3.51% of handicapped 

children (who have Il physical or mental disability) are 

getting education. Mr. Kamol D1takamol, director of the 

~pecial education division, states that this percentage is 

now estimated close to 10% in the year 1991. 

UndE>r the Notional Educat.ional Scheme of 1977, jt is clear 

that "the state shaii endeavor to make education accessible 

to the poor, the phys i calI y, mentally, and sociall y 

handicapped as weIl as the educationally disadvantaged" 

(section 2, article 15) (Ministry of Education, 1977 p.4) and 

that "special education IS provided for those who have 

special character tralts, or who are physically, 

intellectualJy or mentally abnormal. It may be given in 

special instl tutions or in ordinary school as appropriate" 

(section 3, article 38) (Ministry of Education, 1977 p.ll). 
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On the contrary, in Ihg NaJ ~OI1 newspape r daLecl Febrllary ~~ rd, 

1989, an article clearly st..<ltes that the 1a\" in Thailand 

exempts the government from hav j ng toI o()k ft ft PI' thp IOPII1 ft II Y 

handlcapped. It is officlally r-ecognizecl thf\1 there arC' not 

pnougb facililies Hl Thailancl to allow handlcapped clllldr'pn 

to geL an educatIon. Rich people havE" éH'C('SS lo prl\'atl> 

special scho01s while for the others ~t IS a mattpJ' of 

"luck". The rnildly handicélpped are slowly integrateù Jllto 

regular schoo 1 s by the ~I:i III stn' 0 f Edllcation. Al so, 

ftccordillg lo the Elementar~' Compulsory EducatIon Act of 

A.D. 2523 (1980), iL i8 clearly mentJoned in ArticlE' 8, 

Section 3, that al. the parents' reqllest, the dislrict 

educ:ational commlttee and subdi· ... tricL educational Lommittpp 

have the <tllLborlty ta exempt from att.ending school any cll11d 

that has physica1 and/or ment.al disabi Illy. Thprr> i5 als r ) a 

special note which says that if i he disabled chlld WHS frypcj 

frOID the disabled status, the two commj ttees must annul th J c; 

exemption. (See eopy of the Law's Englj~h translatlon Hl 

Appendix A). 

The faet is that the government recognizes its responsibility 

towards handicapped chi ldren, yet allows these cblldren to be 

exempted for compulsory pducation. AI"3o, facillties to 

accommodate these chi Idren are not, provided. 

1 



l Purpose of the studJ 

The purpose is to study the educational system in Thailand, 

to understand government policies concerning special 

education, ta look at the present situation in special 

education schools, and to compare findings from agencies 

which were visited (schools, foundations, government and non 

government organizations), with the government policies, in 

order to dcfine the specifie needs. 

Rationale 

5 

Thailand has proven to be an example of success among 

developing countries. It has been making persistent efforts 

to achieve universal primary education and ta reduce the 

illiterate population to a minimum; it has shown satisfactory 

progress to this goal. In fact, the primary school enrollment 

ratio for the year 1988 was at 92.73X. 

Special attention must now be given in order to give the 

handicapped population the opportunity to receive an 

education. This study should allow basic understanding of the 

educational system and the laws and policies related to 

special education. 

Information i5 scattered among different documents, and 

regrouping them into one will show a clearer picture of the 

present situation, help evaluate the situation, and establish 
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specifie strengths, ,~eaknesses and needs. This i s done by 

cornparing theory and reality. Through visits Lo priv~te, 

serni-privaLe and governrnent-owned faeilltles, il iR possible 

• to define the type of educat ion handieapPf"d ch 1 1 drf"n are 

receiving, the quantity of sehools available in Thailand, and 

to see what are their needs. 

To the best of my knowledge, no document has been writtrn 

to include opinions, faets and expeelations from hoth 

government and private jnstitutions. This sludy s!tou]d allow 

a better understanding of eaeh eoncernect party, and llelp in 

future discussions in order ta improve thp present 8})('(' ia L 

education situation. 

Methodology 

A needs assessment approaeh will be used in this sludy. 

According ta Polit & Hungler (1987 p.163) the aim of needs 

assessment is to determine if the objectives of a program are 

meeting the requirements of the individuals who are ta 

benefit from it. 

From the list of schools given by the Minislry of Education, 

and through foundalions, schools were chosen; the foundalions 

are usually responsible for three ta six schools around 

f-

t • 
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Thailand, most of which are approved by the government. AIso, 

by meeting with the foundation and visiting one of its 

schools, it was poysible to understand their basic 

organi7.ation, and to see the main differences betw~en the 

schools under lhe foundation. Visited schools or foundations 

offered a special education or mainstreaming program for 

handicapped school-age children. 

The method used was a literature review on government laws, 

educational programs and facilities concerning special 
Wl!("~ 

education, and a survey where data w&s collected from people 

of selecled institutions whose needs for helping handicapped 

children were being assessed. The sample size was between 

eight la Len agencies. 

The instrument used for this research was a structured 

inlerview, based on a questionnaire developed by the 

invpstigator (see Appendix B). These questions report the 

phYSlcal facilities (number of children, classes, teachers), 

special services (therapists, social workers, psychologists 

eLc.), teachers' qualification, government laws, programs and 

financing. 

This study limits itself to disabled children between the 

ages of four and fifteen, in the following categories: blind, 

low vision, deaf, hard of hearing, physically handicapped, 

mentally handicapped (including slow learners, educable, 

1 
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trainable). The concluding chapter compares the findings from 

the different agencies with government policieR concprnin~ 

special education. 

Review of literature 

Introduction 

Education everywhere has been considered as an Integral 

factor towards development, a key instrument to buj]d an 

Independent economy and socIal harmony (MiniRtry of 

Educat i on, l 9f.:7 ; Wor ld Bank, 1990; Thanamlil -Sail t aRomba t , 

1987). 

International organizations such as UNICEF, UNESCO and the 

World Bank have made many studies regarding chlldrPlI'o..; righl::-. 

and literacy. The United Nations Declaration of Human RightH 

clearly recognizes the right of aIl children 1.0 educat Ion. 

Yet millIons of children are not al10wed t.hlS T'lght (Wor'Jd 

conference on education for aIl, 1990c). 

During the 1990 Conference on Education for AlI held ln 

Jomtien, Thailand, jt was stated that around nlP worJd, thprp 

are more than 960 million liiiterate and fUTI( tlonally 

illiterate adults, two-thirds of wh am a~e wompn, and that 100 

million children including at least 60 million girlo..; have no 

access to primary education. The adult literacy rate in the 

world is estimated at 75% for the year 1990, and at 68% in 

Asian countries for the same year. 
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E..~lld.ç a tiQI! iI! J' h a il and 

The Ministry of Education documents mostly provide 

information about the organization of the Ministry, its 

responsibilitles, laws, educational programs, schools and 

mainstrpamin~ facllitips. Specifie data, in English, csn only 

be round lhrough the research reports of international 

orga,tizatiolls. AL the Fore';'gn Affairs Department of the 

Ministry of Educatlun, sorne information in English is 

available on the educalional programs, schools and 

mainstreaming facilities. 

A lot of information on Asian countries is available at the 

World Bank, UNESCO and UNICEF, but very little could be found 

on Thaïland. Most documents from any ministry were in the 

Tha i 1 anguage; a few have been t ransla ted because they were 

used during international conferences. 

Findings regarding education ln Thailand show that in 1985, 

the literacy rate was estimated at 91.20% (World Conference 

on Education For AlI, 1990a) which is weIl above 

international standards. Primary education became compulsory 

in 1935 (Ministn' of Education, 1974) yet, in 1980, the 

Thailand school enrollment ratio was 95% for the primary 

students. With the now moderated population growth, it is 

eslimated that primary edu Oltion is close to 100". However, 

~ith a 30% enrollment at the secondary level, Thailand is far 

1 
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behind other Asian countries. At the upper level of 

secondary, there is a 12X enrollment and 40X in the private 

sector in vocational education. Because of the open 

admission/distance universities, the university level 

enrollment ratio is twice the average ratio in Asia, that is 

20% (World Bank, 1989). 

Prevention 

Several research studies have recently been made on countries 

in Asia and the Pacific. These countries are now coming to 

recognize that the full development of human resources and 

integrated development strategies require attention to the 

special situation and needs of persons with disabilities. 

Attention is called to the rehabilitation needs for disabled 

people, as weIl as to the prevention of disabilities, caused 

by more controllable factors such as disease, malnutrition 

and accidents (United Nations, 1989), toxic chemicals, 

radiation and poisons (UNICEF, 1990a). Many impairments can 

be minimized or even prevented if proper care is given 

(UNICEF, 1987). An organization called Impact Thailand 

Foundation is an international organization mainly dealing in 

the prevention of avoidable disabilities (Rhamkhamhaeng. 

1990). However, early detection remains the key to quality 

of life improvement for children with impairments, and to 

the avoidance of secondary effects development (UNESCO, 

1980). 
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OOLum~nls from the Minislry of Education, Hiransasmi and 

UNESCO show the awarenpss of the Thal Government regardi.ng 

th~ po1 icy 0n special educatlon for handlcapped children, 

t.hr'ollgtl t.he National Educ.;at.ion Scheme of 1977. This dorument 

corlfirms t.hat thp Governmpnt of Thailand, has definite plans 

Lo !JI'OV 1 dp spee i al educat Ion serv iees for hand lcapped 

childrpn tu the best. of its abillty. ThIS responsibility i8 

shar'pd by the Health, Welfare, Education and Justice 

Minislries. 

PrivatC' o:ganizations Ruch as O.P.H. (Operation Handicap 

Internat ional) and S.O.S.jE.S.F. (SOS Enfants Sans 

Frontierps) have also worked in Thailand, studying the needs 

and BeLt ing IIp rehabilltatlon centres ta hplp those living in 

remole arpas wherp education 18 not easily accessible. 

Such centr('s arp heing organized by the government through 

the Dppartment of Non-FormaI Education. These centres 

allow both ph:,'sically and ,,~c.ntally handicapped people ta 

recelve somp kind of education. It must be noted that at 

present only abOlit four percent of the handlcapped populati.on 

receive any formaI education (The Nation, 1989). Articles 

from The Nation newspaper, which ls one of Thailand's leadlng 

English newspaper, provided information on special education, 

which it had cumulated sinee the year 1988. This was a way to 

gel updated statistlcs, in English • 
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Needs and serVlces 

Finally, two important reports have been donp on the nepds of 

children 

The Natjonal Youth Bureau appointed an Ad-Hoc sul> cOlllmltlep 

to do a study on "Problems and Servicp Needs of Physically 

and Mentally Handicapped (1989)". In this do('ument (whicIJ 

has not ~ret heen officlally translaled inlo En~llsh), UI!' 

importance of having more special schools for' handlcappt->d 

children ls recogllized. It a1so explains Ihal thp philosophy 

of special education ls to integrate the handlcrtpped in 

regular schools; this, they assume, will allow ft bf-tlpr 

adjustment to a normal life situation (National Yoltth BlirPHlI, 

1989) . 

A second study, by the Government House in Thailand, was duue 

in August 1990 and called "The Firsl NatIonal Assembly on 

Child Development". This study aimed to establ l .... h thp 

child's basic minimum needs. The needs of the hand Il'apped 

may in many ways be the same as those of normal chlldrpn, 

however cert.ain facillties are necessary 1.0 ~\t"lp li child wlth 

special needs; these needs have nat been assessed ln this 

report (Government House, 1990). 

, 
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CHAPTER JI 

EDUCATION IN THAILAND 

Historieal developaent 

13 

Il was durlng the Sukhothai period that education emerged in 

Thailand. ThIS was the reign of Ramkhamhaeng the Great (A.D. 

1279-1300), i nventor of the first Thai alphabet in 1283. 

This alphabel has undprgone extensive changes although parts 

of the ol'lginal alphabet are still llsed. 

Basic education W8R provided through three institutions: 

1. Tlw Royal InstitutIon of Instruction (Raj Bundit) and 

other palaces for princes and sons of nobles. 2. Buddhist 

temples where the Buddhist monks provided education to 

commoners. 3. Chjldren's own home. 

Boys rpceived basic education in reading, writing and 

arithmetics; girls learned housekeeping or accomplishments 

bpfilting Thai ladies in palaces or in their own home. 

Agriculture, weaving, and handlcrafts were traditionally 

passed on from generation to generation. This basic structure 

of educal ion for the prlllces and the commoners was ruled by 

the court of Ayudhya, then the capital of Thailand. This 

wenl on until the Bangkok era. 

• 
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1 King Rama 1 initlated an educational reform in A.D. 17H2-1A09 

of the Chakru Dynasty by reforming the Buddh1st t(>[-l('h111~ 

which made an impact on the development of publ le pducution. 

The advent of formaI educatIon in Thadand was si~lIified by 

the issuance of the "Command Dpclaration on Scho{)l" (A.D. 

1821 ) . 

The first printing press in Thailand was set up by King 

Honkut (Rama IV, A.D. 1851-1865) contributing to the 

modernizatloll of the educational process. By introd\lclr\~ 

English, King Monkut restr'uctured the pdllcational subjpc1s 

taught ta Thal ehildren. 

King Chulalongkorn (Rama V, A.D. 1868-1910) fu, LII(>1' pllrslIPd 

the policy on educational modernjzation, recognlzlng thr> Ilppd 

for better trained personnel in royal and governmpntal 

services. He therefore opened a school in thp palfH'(> off('r'I!I~ 

academie subjeets and bureaucratie practlces. He then crpated 

an "Engllsh school" in the palace so the princps and noblps 

would be preplred to further the 1 r stud j es abroad. A Humber 

of schools were founded outside the palace for commonprq' 

children. lt IS said that during a prespntation of awards to 

students of Su an Kularp School in 1874, the King dpc}ared: 

"Members of the Royal Family, starting from my son~ clown to 

the lowest of my subjeets will be given equal opportunity in 

1 
education, be they of the Reval Family, the nobility or the 

common people" (Ministry of Education, 1987 p.l'. The 

1 
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educatlonal actlvlties started in the capitaJ and then 

extended to the provinces. The Department of Education was 

spt up in 1887 in order to admlnister education reform, 

educatiunal and religious affairs for the whole of Thailand. 

On April 15t ]892, the Department became the Ministry of 

Education. 

In 1898, the First Education Plan in Thailand was established 

one year after King Chulalongkornls trip to Europe. This 

plan outlined details for educational contents, teaching 

melhods and management for schools in Ban~kok and throughout 

the pr'ov inces. 

The year 1910 marked the end of the Chulalongkorn era and, in 

]913, primary education was declared compulsory; the first 

school of arts and crafts, Poh Chang College, was opened. 

It is King Rama VI's more systematic organization and more 

specifie objectives that made basic education for Thai 

chi ldren more meaningful. 

From 1898-1911 the administration of basic education was 

shared by two governmenta] bodies: The Ministry of Education 

covering the Rangkok area, and the clergy looking after the 

provincial schools under the Ministry of lnterior's 

supervision. 
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The first unl'l:ersity III Thailand l Chulalongkor'n l:l\l\pr'slly 

was founded in 1916 wlth four faculties: ~tedlclrH>, Law alld 

Poiiticai Sciences, Engln('erJng, .\rts and SclPncp ..... 

The private School .:\ct was passed dl 191R, 01111 iJllnK thp 

r es po n s i tll lIt les a Il d r p guI rd lOTI s pp r' t a 1 Il 1 n g t 0 t Il p 

par tic i pat ion 0 f the p r i \' a t e ~ pet () r i n t h p f' duc ft 1 1 li na l 

system. 

In the year 1920, tbere WE'rE' approxlmately 2,52G pl'Imary 

schools in Thailand including 3,092 teacher .... and 127,957 

pupils (Ministry of EducatIon, 1987'. KIng Rama Vl prorlHlmed 

the Primary Education Act B.E. 2·164 (1921', Thatland bp((jmin~ 

the second country ln o\sia, after Japan, to in1 rodll(!' 

compulsory E'dUcatloTl. It was officlall~' ",rittpl\ on tlJf' 

Primary Education Act of 1935. 

In 1932, Thailand bE'came a Constitutional Monarch~ Inst.ead of 

an Absolute Monarchy. Natlonal educat 10n ",as deVISf'd !-.o tllat 

ind i v idual educa t 10na] abi Il ty \VOU l d be rp( ()gn 1 ~f'd , 

regardless of SE'X, socIal background, or phY<;lcal (OndltioJl. 

After FIeld Marshalsarlt Thamarat came to power in 1958, th~ 

National Education Council (NEC), was establlsh~d a .... an 

educational plannjng body. In 1959, the Prlme Mlnlster wus 

appointed cha1rman of the NEC. The next year, compu]sory , education went from six years (four years genera] education, 

1 
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Lwo ypars vocationa} educalIon) to seven years. The child was 

entitled to education based on aptitude. 

'l'he Education Scheme of 1969 revised the 1959 Act giving the 

NEC allthority and rf.:'sponslbility of control over prlvate 

("oJ)egps and unlversltles. This authority was transferred to 

thp Ndtional Executive Counell in 1972. 

A IlPW curriculum for primary and secondary schools was 

ehlabllshed in 1978. This curriculum was estahlished grade 

by ~rade from primary grade one, and from secondary grade 

one. The system used was the 6-3-3 system: six grades for 

prlmary level, three grades lower secondary level, three 

gradf.:'s for upper level. 

Development activities were decentralized to regional levels; 

the secondary level was developing le&~ning materials 

in vocat ional subjects; the primary level was looking at in­

life experlence, these two subject areas being in accordance 

with local needs. 

Policy implementation 

Thailand's educational policies are clearly stated in a 

document prepared by Dr Chanlavit Sujatanond of the "National 

Education Commission" (1988a). 

• 
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They have been divided into six five-year plans called 

National Education Development Plans (NED Plan) ta Hervr IlH 

guidelines of actions and Implementations in the educalional 

sector. The first and second plans ,1961-1971) fO(,\Ised mainly 

on the expans i on a f bas ic eduea lIon, part icul ad y un 

edurational ()pportllnity ill primary schooling. Thp th) rJ al\(1 

fourth NED Plans (1972-1981) emphasil'.ed the prOVlH10l1 of 

basic edllcat lon at a wlder seale to cover both schoo 1 ag(~ and 

adult or out-of-school population. Du ring th 1 S pp r i ad () f 

development, c()mplll sory pr imary educa t lon pr()~ra1lls al so 

received more seriouR attention with somp increl1spd funding 

from the governrnent budget and external SOllrcps. Du ring t hf' 

fifth and sixth plans (1982-1991), quality issue bpeamp tbf> 

major concern in the improvement of basic education. Tl\(' 

ernphasls was on extending educatioll opportunitlPs for the 

groups that the system was not yet reaching, namely the sIum 

people, the hill tribes and the handlcapped. 

Present system and structure 

Education is regarded by the Thai government as the 

foundation for achieving national development obJectjves. 

It is the key to the buildup of an Independent economy and 

social harmony. However, the expanSlon of education at aIl 

levels has created disparities ln educational quality and 

unemployment problems in both urban and rural areas. 

1 

J 



1 The Slxlh National Economic and Social Development Plan 

(1987-1991) was geared towards qualitative improvement 

particularly in the rural areas, and towards employment 

facillties for graduates of various levels. The aim of the 

sixlh plan was ta link formaI and non-formaI education, 

esppcia!ly regarding religion, culture and in the rising of 

the quality of life. 

The 1977 National Education Plan changed the educational 

system from 7-3-2-4 ta 6-3-3-4, which means the six year 

primary schooling ls compulsory, followed by the three year 

lower secondary, arld another three year upper secondary for 

those continuing ta college or occupational education. 

Charts 1, 2 and 3 in Appendix C show the Government 

Administrative Structure. 

Pre-school education 
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The first kindergarten was established in Bangkok in 1940. 

Pre-school education has since ex~anded, even though it 

remains optional. 83% of the pre-primary schools are private 

and are situated in Bangkok. They come under the 

jurisdiction of the office of the Private Education 

Commission. 

The aim of these pre-schools is ta encourage the harmonious 

physical, intellectual, emotional and social development of 



20 

the child prior to formaI education. A model school i8 open 

in every provincial capital for those wishing ta set up their' 

own school. This one-year pre-school prepares pre-school 

aged children for entry into the primal'Y educat LOII system. 

The target services are aimed at children facing either 

social, cultural or economic problems, which situation could 

hamper their effective participation in the primary school 

sys tem. 

Primary education 

The aims of primary education are lo achieve permanent 

literacy in readins and in arithmetic, and la provide 

8ufficient basic skills and knowledge sa that thf> pupils will 

be able to earn a living, be law-abiding and socially 

conscious citizens. In 1980, the Office of Nat ional Pr'imary 

Education Commission (ONPEC) was established to he 

responsible for aIl prirnary schools in Thatl and, ('xcept 

municipal schools which are administered by municipal 

au thori t ies j sorne demonstra t] on schoo 1 s fa]] undp r' t.tw 

authori ty of the Department of Teacher Educa t ion and the 

Office of General Education. The academic and admlnlstrative 

responsibilities for a11 primary educat.ion in Thailand are 

now under the Ministry of Education, more specifically, the 

ONPEC. 
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The administrative system is divided into fou~ levels : 

national, provincial, district and school cluster levels. 

Each level has a committee eonsisting of officiaIs from 

concerned government ageneies, elective representat\ves of 

primary school teachers, and selected resouree persans. 

Leve] 

National 

Provincial 

District 

Functions 

Formulation of national primary 

education polieies and development 

plans, budget allocation, standard­

setting concerning aeademic 

requirements, school buildings and 

expenditures, and appointment of 

Directors of Provincial and Bangkok 

Metropolita~ Primary Education. 

Consideration and approval of aIl 

aetivities undertaken in the 

prcvince concerning implementation 

of policies and plans, budget 

allocation, academic and personal 

matters. 

Co-ordination of aIl activities 

undertaken in the district, 

recommendation and provision of 

basic information concerning 

workplans, budgetary, academic and 
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School-cluster 

personal matters for submlssion to 

the provincial authorllies for 

considerat ion and appro\'a 1. 
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Mutual co-operali on and support, 

bot.h physica J and l nlp 1 Ipc tua l, t'or 

the improvemprlt and effe('t j ve 

operation of aIl Betivilies of thE' 

schools in the cluslür, submisslon 

of recommendallons concprn i ng 

workplans, budgetary, aeadem.ic and 

personal matlers ta the dIstrict 

authorities for submission to thE' 

provincial authorities. 

(Minislry of Education, 1987) 

Thailand i8 still a developing country. It is somptimps very 

diff lcul t for chilùren to have access to educat ion; sueh j!:l 

the case where there i8 malnulrition or if schooJs are al 

sueh distances that it is prf1ctically impossible 1,0 gl t 

there. Therefore, the government has establlshpd a hicycle 

lending program allowing these ehildren, between gradps one 

to four, to get their education. There is a]so a lexthook 

lending project for needy pupi 1 s. Fi nall y, there i s a sehoo 1 

lunch program; many of the children ln poverty-stricken areas 

go without lunch everyday. This project has benefilled many 
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chi1dren and has also encouraged parents te send their 

children ta schoel knowing their child would get fed. 

(Ministry of Education, 1987) 

The current status of primary education can be best 

summarized wi lh the following data 1987. (World Conference on 

Educat ion for AlI, 19908. p. 9) . 

Total population 53,605,100 

Primary school age population 7,536,998 

Primary school enrollment 7,002,890 

Primary school enrollment ratio 92.91% 

Admission ratio 103.12% 

No. of primary schools 34,098 

No. of teachers 350,020 

Student-teacher ratio 20.29 / 1 

Trans i ti on rate 
(Primary to lower secondary) 37.76% 

Retention rate 80.38% 

Privale/public school enrollment 9.22% 

Cost per pupil (government expenditure) US$ 143.50 

Primary education budget / educ. budget 57.40% 
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Secondary education 

Secondary level ls divided into two parts, E'é\ch cov(>I'ing Il 

period of three years. The first part helps the st IldE>nt 

explore personal interests ami apt i il·des thr'ough a var'!pl~' of 

academic and vocaUona1 slIbjects. Thp spcond part offprh 

specialization which may eventually lead to E>mployment. 

Thailand has both public and prlvate schools. Howpver, aIl 

private schools are supervised by the üfficp of PrivaIt..' 

Education Commission. Government school sare controllpd b~' a 

nurnber of agencies, but mainly by the Departmcnt of (jPIIPr'al 

Educalion in the Ministry of Education. 

In the second part of the secondary level, lhe ~overnmPht 

school offers academic courses wilh vocational oplions 

allowing the child to graduate and enter lt.e labour market 

with basic vocational skills, or to ccntlnue to hlgher 

education If he can afford it The private seho01 

concentrates on gen~ral educatIon preparing the sLudent for 

university stud~es. Vocational courses are provlded by thr> 

Db~artment of Fine Arts. Vocational Education and the 

IJ'~sti tute of Technology and Vocational Educat ion arf' Ilrldpr' 

the Minlstry of Education, the Mini stry of Defpnsp and 1 h,. 

Ministry of University Affairs. 

Out-of-school populatlon without any formal schoollng alsu 

have access to secondary education. Two prog rams arr} () f fp r 0d 

, 

.. 
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by the DelJartmpnt of '.on-Formal Eduuülon for adult. students: 

The> ECJllivalency Adult by Corre..,~)ondencf' and Radio courses; 

pvpnlnl5 ((Jurc.,es and self-sllld~ pl'ogrrlms for ext.ernal 

(>)..Hminat ions, 

Sp('ondar y ,-;choo 1 ~ 1 1110<:' t 1 ~ t hase in rural areas, alm at 

('(llie al in~ not ouly the stlldents but the whole community by 

drveloVlng ~ocial ncli\ities. Making use of local resourees 

c.,llldenLs Jearn te create a livel1hood in their eommunity. 

School ing epportunities have been emphasized by the 

governmNlt sillc('> 1977 bath in qualitative and quantitative 

tel'mH. St udent scan now study at their neighbourhood school 

which offers baSIC facilities sueh as books and qualified 

teaeher<; , 

Further education is encouraged for children from rural 

areas who have insufficient funds ta help them pursue their 

education through boarding schools. Rural teaching units, 

frt>e sehao 1 uni forms, free schoal 1 unches, loaned textbooks, 

seholarships and exemption from supplementary sehool fees, 

now allow lhem to complete lheir secondary level. Teachers 

in l'emole areas can improve their teaching and learning 

process with the support of in-school and distant supervisors 

lhrough tapes and manuals. 
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The retraining of vocat ional] y unqua 1 i fied personnE'l, or lhe 

provision of teaching skills to vocationally trainE'd staff, 

alleviates thE' problem of shortagE' ln quail fiNi tE'achers for 

vocational subjects. 

Even wlth aIl these new facllities, only 33% 01 Thai 

adolescents have a chance to stlldy in secondary schoo 1 s. ThE' 

rate is very low compared to other ASEAN counlries. 

WORLD BANK REPORT OF 1987 
(The Nation, Dec J 3 1990) 

90% South Korea & Taiwan 

71% Slngapore 

68% Philippines 

53% Malaysia 

39% Indonesia 

Higher education 

Higher education ls found in public and prlvate unlversiLies, 

but mostly in open/di stance lin 1 vers i t ies wh i ch enrol1 the 

majocity of students at this level of study. Th!s system 

allows a number of students to pursue lhelr studies al th~ 

university level, at a minimum cost. The enrollmenl ratio 

of 20% i8 weIl above lhat of other countries at Thailand's 

pel' capita incorne level. There is, howE'ver, a high drop-out 

ra1 .• ' • 
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One important fjeld of higher education 15 teacher education, 

WhlCh is often separate from the regular universlty. 

Teacher education 

The first leacher training school was founded by King 

Chulalongkorn in 1892; It was to prepare for elementary 

school teachlng. 

The Mini~try set-up another teacher training school in 1903. 

Sludents from other provinces were awarded scholarships if 

they promised to go back to their district after completing 

lheir studies. 

There was a great demand for teacher education during the 

sixties lesdlng to the opening of many teacher education 

institutions. Ramkhamhaeng and Sukothai Thamathiraj 

Universities (semi-open and open universities respectively) 

also offer CO\lrses in teacher education at the first degree 

level. 

There are three levels of teach~r education; diploma, first 

degree and post-graduate level for the teaching of primary, 

secondary and university levels respectively. The diploma and 

first degree are divided into 2 categories. One is for those 

who will be teaching primary school, the second is for 

spcondary school teaching. 
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There are 36 teachers' colleges supervlsed and adminlstered 

by the Department of Teacher Education. Thpse colle~t·s are 

distributed t'venIr throughout the countr~ allowllIg onE' 

college for every two fl(>ighborlng provinct>s. In ol'der to 

meet the manpuwer dpmands in the comrnllnit~'1 two maJor 

programs are offered; one leading to li baccalaureate degree 

in education, the other ln areas other than Leacher 

education. The teachers' college also serves as a research 

Institut.e. 

Non-for.al education 

28 

ThaHand promotes education in schools but it also highly 

values learning outside school. When the fI rst 1940 nat 10nal 

census revealed that 68 percent of the nallon's poplilation 

were i Il i terate, the government l aunched Il na l Lona 1 Il te Y'aey 

program. An adult education divIsion was opened within Lhe 

Ministry of Education. 

In 1970, non-formaI education was added lo the education 

system providing three categories of educatlonal services: 

basic education, news awareness and informatIon SkLll 

tra ining. Basic education 1mpl ies 1 i teracy and numeracy 

skills. It also implies a post-literacy plan developlng 

language arts, science and mathematics skills rf!aChlng the 

learners through classrooms, radio, self-instructional 

mate rial and tutorial group sessions. 
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Newspapers provide contlnuous and updated information in 

order ta maintain and upgrade reading skills, and to help in 

environmental declsian making. Such information can be found 

in vilJage r·ea(.hH~ centres, public libraries, educational 

radio and television programs and in a science museum and 

planetarIum siluated in Bangkok bringing selected exhibitions 

lü the rural areas. 

Special education 

Special education in Thailand me ans the education of the 

handicapped and disadvantag~d children. It ls the 1977 

National Education Scheme which is responsible for the 

organizalion of special education. 

Education f~r the disabled 

The Ministry of Education Along with other government and 

private sector agencies is responsible for providing 

education for lhe disabled. It is, however, the Department 

of General Education which is primarily responsible for 

special education carrying out the policy stated in the 

National Education Scheme. 

The department is responsible for special schools for the 

deaf, the blind, the mentally retarded, the physically 

handicapped and the multiple handicapped. It cooperates with 
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private foundat10ns and staie hospltals in provldlng 

personnel, equlpment and olher technlca] assistanc~ to lhrlr 

spec.Lal scrlOols or programs. Tt also provides malnstrpamlng 

facilities ln regular school classes for blilld. hard of 

hearing and slow learners. 

Teaching material and teacher's manuals are providpd ta 

special education teflchers regu]arl;v lü furthel' slrenlo(lhen 

leaching/learning ,1ctivitlps for the disabled. 

SlJecial in-servIce trairllng is offpC'pd by thp Df"partment of 

General Educat.lon te> teachE'r's not speclal ized wi th disabled 

ch i Idren. Specidl education 15 offered ae;; Il ma.Jor slIhjecl ln 

teachers colleges and universities. Further Information WI LI 

be found in the next c hapler enl i re 1 y dç~v() ted to educa t Lon 

for the handicapped in Tha i] and. 

Welfare ~ducatlon 

Welfare education lS a class by llself. The Ministry of 

Education through the Department of General Education is 

responsible for provlding socially and culturally 

disadvantaged children with the opportunity la attend 

compulsory pri'llary classes ln regular schools. 

These students are prov ided wi th free education, 

accommodation, food and clothing, equipment, teY~books and 

other necessities. Most of these children are boarders 
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although some are day-students. They receive special 

o~~upatlonal training in view of eventual specifie 

employment. Deserv j ng weI fare school graduates are ellg ible 

to fi scholarship allowlng them to continue at the lower 

secondary levpJ. 

In 1985, weI fare education was expanded to accommodate 

mainstream programs for the hard-of-hearing, the blind and 

the slow learners. Spec ial resources have been set up for 
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hill tribe children, and hill tribe schools. Sorne welfare 

primary schools programs have been organized in neighbourhood 

secundal'Y 8cho01s on an experimental basls. 

Government budget for education 

The Thai government has placed major importance on education 

ovpr the la.st twenty years, as a strategy for economic 

deve 1 opmen t (Wor J d Bank, 1989). Both UNICEF (1989) and World 

Bank (1989) agrE'f' -that the publ ic expendi ture rose from 15% 

in the 1960'8 ta over 20% in 1984. In the Sixth National 

Plan, which w!ll brlng us ta 1991, education will receive 

1ï.9%. A chart from the UNICEF (1989) "Children in Thailand" 

document clearly shows the budget allocation. 



GOVERNMENT BUDGET (PERCENT SHARE 0 f total budget) 

HEALTH & SERVICE 11.2 

ECONOMIC 15.6 

DEFENSE 17.0 

EDUCATION 18.0 

DEBT & SERVICES 24.5 

ADMINI STRATION 2.8 

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 4.8 

OTHERS 5.4 

( Source: Bangkok Post Newspaper; WAR AND ECONmltç J1ES1]:W 1988) 

Edueational Polieies are being assessed and adapLpd regu11H'1 y 

aceording ta th", changing needs of the Thal population. 

Ci ties are rapidly growing; roads and communieat i on 

faciJit.ies are taken into eonslderation while developing 

edueational plans. 

Compulsory education remains at six years but there iH a 

project ta increase it to nine years. This is still ft 

controversial tapie espec ially in rural aceas and for the 

disadvantaged; chi Idren must be able ta work as yOllnjo( as 

possible in order ta help provide for thp l'est of the famlly. 

Although the primary education schooling is successfully 
l' 

l achieved, the secondary level should be encouraged in order 
, 

for its attendanee to be inereased. 
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Finally, special education must become accessible to aIl 

those with special nee~s whether they are handicapped, slum 

or hill tribe children. The Welfare Department is working to 

find ways to helv needy children with the support of foreign 

countries. 
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CHAPTER III 

JAWS AND REGULATIONS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Special education as such appeared for the first tiae in 

1938, with the establishment of the Foundation for the Blind, 

a school for the blind in Bangkok. An exper1mental unit for 

the deaf was established by the government in 1941 which then 

became the country's first school for the deaf. The Hinistry 

of Education created the Special Education Division in the 

Department of General Education in 1952. This division is 

now acting as the coordinating centre of special education 

organization for disadvantaged children. The division also 

provides special schools for culturally and socially 

disadvantaged children i.e. children of the poor, of boat 

people, of hill tribes, of lepers. These groups are not 

considered "disabled" even though their condition may lead to 

physical or mental disabilities; they will not be discussed 

at length in this report. The Welfare Education department is 

responsible for these groups. 

In 1957, the Hinistry of Education provided experimental 

classes for slow learners under the authority of the 

Department of General Education. Rajanakul School for 

mentally retarded children started in 1964 on the grounds of 

the Rajanakul hospital. In 1965, Srisangmal School for the 

physically handicapped was established in Nonthaburi province 
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in the Pakkred district, under the Foundation for the Welfare 

of the Crippled. More schools were opened subsequently by 

both the government and the private sector. 

Responsibilities 

ln Thailand, heallh, education and welfare services are under 

the responsibilily of four ministries: The Ministry of Public 

Health, the Minislry of Education, University Bureau and the 

Mlnislry of Interior. Special education cornes under the 

heaJth, education and welfare departments and in certain 

cases under the Ministry of Justice. The University Bureau is 

responslhle for the training and education of workers with 

the exceptiona] child. Fund8 and assistance are not only 

provided by the government. There are significant private 

sector contributions from foundations and charitable 

organizations. The chart in Appendix D shows the 

organlzation of special education in Thailand and how the 

responsibilities are shared by both government and private 

seclors. 

The Mlnistry cla~sifies special education into six categories 

(Minislry of Education, 1989a p.1): 

1. The blin~ 

2. The hearing impaired (including deaf and hard of 

hearing) 

3. The physically handicapped 



1 4. The mentally retarded (including slow learners, 

edueable, trainable) 

5. The chronically hospitalized 

6. The welfare sehools (including culturally 

disadvantaged, sIum ehildren, hill tribe ehildren) 
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Note: Delinquents and emotionally disturbed children uSllally 

fall under the Ministry of Justice and the Minislry of 

Health. 

The Thai government realizes the lmportance of children as 

the "valuable resource of the country". His ExceLlency Prime 

Minister General Prem Tinsulanonda made a dec'aratton of the 

Government's poliey to the Parliament on August 27, 1986. Jn 

relation to the development of children and YOllth, he 

announced that: "Wc (the Government) will support children 

and youths who have physical, mental, intellectual and 

emotional problems, particularly. Moreover, we will promote 

the development of such children and yOllths accordjng to 

their individual conditions and differences, and prolpcl the 

employed children and youths against disadvantages or 

physieal and mental ill-treatment" (National Youth Bureau, 

1988 p.351). 

The agencies provide some form of special education specifi~ 

to the type of impairment. The Ministry of Public Health 

coneentrates on deteetion and remedlation, and runs a sehool 
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1 for the menlally retarded. The Ministry of Interior through 

its Public Welfare Departrnent takes care of the destitute and 

abandoned dlsabled and provides academic and vocational 

training jn its residential centers. A Control Observation 

and Protection Centre for Juvenile delinquents is run by t~e 

Ministry of Justice. Through the Special Education 

Deparlment in the Faculty of Education at Srinakharinwirot 

Univer8ity, the University Bureau offers a teacher training 

program at the Master's level, and is offering educational 

and child care counselling services including other related 
-'5..uv,t u 

P'f'obielll!S such as psycholog ical, vocat ional and personal. 

The Ministry of Education, through its Special Education 

Division in the Departrnent of General Education, works in 

cooperation with agencies from both governmental and private 

sectors in organizing the general special education services 

for the specific needs of children in special institutions or 

those in regu]ar schools through mainstrearning. 

Special education in Thailand generally limits the child to 

thp lower 8pcondary level or up to grade 9. However, it is 

now possible for a physically handicapped (including a blind 

and/or deaf) person to pursue his studies to a university 

degrpe or graduate from a teachers college. 

1 
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Disabled children are exempted from the Compulsory Education 

Act normally requiring aIl children from seven to fifteen 

years of age ta attend school. Education is provided free of 

charge by the state. 

Assuming that there is usually one percent of disabled people 

in any country, out of twelve million school age population 

(seven to fifteen) there should be almost 120,000 disabled 

children in Thalland. The 1980 slatistics show there Arp 

only about 3,000 disabled children in Thailand enrolled ln 

fourteen special schools or twelve other ordinary ~chools by 

mainstreaming; this means only 0.025% of the Lota1 sehool a~(~ 

population. In a country where over 70% of cLildren get an 

educetlon and 96.7% complete their primary level, thpre 

should be room for a disabled child. 

Causes for disabilities 

Causes for disabilities can be divided into two separate 

categories, unavoidable and the avoidable causes. 

The unavoidable category includes heredity, compllcaLlons 

during birth (lack of oxygen), chromosomal disorder and 

accidents. 

Avoidable causes are those which are everybody's main 

concern; for instance, the mother taking sorne klnd of Rcid to 

try and induce abortion 18 a very common factor for differpnt 

birth defects. Other causes are emotlonal or environmental 
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instability in the chlld's family and lack of community 

services. 

The important reasons for blindness and deafness are cataract 

and otitis. Here the problem is lack of specialists. In 

1987, there was one eye and ear-nose-throat specialist for 

every 470,000 people in the provinces (The Nation, Dec.4 

1987). 

There is a national program for the immunization of school 

girls against rubella, a significant cause of deafness and 

multiple handicap. A 1987 survey showed that 52.52% of ear 

disease was otitlS WhlCh is linked to poor hygiene and 

deprivation. Vilamin A deficiency and other vitamins and 

minerals may also cause physical and/or mental disorder. 

Reasons for physical handicap in Thailand are polio, 

meningitis, encephalitis, typhoid, malaria, tubercul~Fjs and 

blood infection. Even something as simple as diarrhea t if not 

Lrealed or if repeated tao often, subjects patients lo 

malnutrition (dehydrationl, and may eventually hamper 

physical and brain growth (UNICEF, 1989). 

A study made by Mahidol University researchers shows that 

the specifie risk factors for mental retardation among 

ehildren aged two and one half to seven years are: delivery 

pl'oblems (many women still give birth at home without a 

doctor, especlally in the country), maternaI illness during 
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pregnancy (there are very few centres outside Bangkok for 

pre-natal care and advice), low birth weight, childhood 

convulsions and infections. 
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The important risk for urban children is plumbism or lead 

poisoning. The quantity of car fumes in Bangkok is a weIl 

known problem. With the very high lead content il} the 

Thailand petral, Bangkok children have dangerous levels of 

lead in their blood. An average of 40 micrograms pel' 

decilitre i8 sufficicnt to retard development of the central 

n~rvous system. (UNICEF, 1989). Even the mother's milk 

contains high leyels of lead. In the UNICI!.F publIcation 

Cb.dd:'en ang the Enyironme!!..t (1990), it is stated thst in 

Bangkok, the average content of lead is of 340 micrograms/l. 

WHO (1977, 1980) has available data showing that 

haemotological effects occur in children at blood lead 

concentration of about 200 microgram/l, and that the earliesl 

peripheral nervous effects begin to occur in the blood lead 

range of 400-500 micrograms/l (in a few individuals it may 

occur below 400 micrograms/l. Effecls incillde selzure~, 

behavioral change~, mental relardalion, irritabll ily, jack of 

coordination and clumsiness. In the year 1991, the Thai 

government has introduced no-Iead gasollne to motoriste. Il 

i8 sold at a lower price than the leaded fuel in order to 

encourage its use. 
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Anolher envlronmentally related problem 1s the 1988/89 

ecological consequences of cuttIng down many trees 

demonstrated in two contrasting disasters: floods and mud 

slides in the south of the country and the fourth year of 

prolonged drought in five prOVlnces in the north east. 

Repercussions on the well-being of children was inevitable. 

Many parents in the north east migrated in search of work 

Jeavlng young children in the care of old people, sometimes 

ill-equ ipped to search for scarce ri ce and water. Heal th 

problems nolabl) an outbreak of measles and school dropout 

were only a fpw of the problerns. In the south, a number of 

chlldren lost their lives or were injured, Many were 

orphaned, alld many families were deprived of their livelihood 

as lheir land was swept away. These factors may directly or 

indirectly be responsible for impairing children either 

physiodl.v or mentally. (UNICEF, 1989). "Green" rnovements 

have bepn organized in Thailand to try and control 

deforeslalion. 

Govern.ent Policies on special education 

In 19B1, the administration stuted to the Parliament: "The 

government will promote full developrnent of aIl children and 

youlh in accordance with their conditions and individual 

differpnces. It will provide assistance and remediation for 

children wilh special problem, physically, mentally and 
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emotionally ..• " (Ministry of Education, 1981 p.4). The 

Division of Special Education, under the jurisdiction of tlac 

Department of General Education, Ministry of EducatloTl, 

responds to this policy either by relYlng on various 

foundatlons or the private sector to organizp this ed\lcation, 

or by establishin~ government sponsored and managed schoois 

for handicapped children (UNESCO, 1980) (Ministry of 

Education, 1981b). 

Objectives 

The government has definite goals to promote speCial 

education services for the disabled (Ministry of Education, 

1981b p.4): 

- To provide equal educational opportunities. 

- To offer individual programs tailored to the type of 

disabilities and the stages of impairment sa that cach 

exceptional child may develop his/her own potential at own 

speed and eventually fit into community life as a fully 

integrated member. 

- To ensure the efficiency and cosl-effectiveness of 

special education program, which should not only develop 

the full potential of exceptional chlldren, but aiso 

benefit able-bodied children at the same tIme. 

J 
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Curriculum 

There is no specifie curr~culum written for special 

education. The government uses an adapted version of the 

regular outline. These modifications are based on five 

guiding principles: Type of disabilities, limItations of 

individual abilities, promotion and rehabilitation, 

inlellectual and mental development, and necessary vocational 

skil1s. 

Three forms of curriculum adaptation are now developed. 

Curriculum for th~ blind concentrates on orientation, 

mobility al.d braille; curriculum for the deaf 1ncludes sign 

language, IIp-reading and speech therapy; curriculum for the 

menlally retarded especially those who are educable, is a 

simplified version of the regular curriculum. Government 

officiaIs revise and develop curriculum regularly. 

Special education progra. 

The Department of General Education, through its Special 

Education Division, developed eight types of programs either 

simply or JOlntly with other agencies. The following 

information lB based on the special education in Thailand 

listing of schools and facllities under the Ministry of 

Educalion's Department of General Education, Special 

Education DivlSJOn (1989-1990). 
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1. Program for the Blind: 

There are four institutions for the blind in Thailand. 1) The 

Bangkok School for the Blind, 2) Chiang Mai School for the 

Blind, 3) Surathani School for the Blind and 4) Pakkred Home 

for the Crippled Children in Nonthaburl. 

Most of the children in these institutions live in residpncp. 

The children's average ages are hetween six and tWt~lv(' YPiH''-; 

old. The school works in coopera t i on w i th the ~1 i n i s try 0 f 

Education, the lat ter prov 1 ding necessary equ i pmen t, tNlC hi n/o( 

material, and helping with program planning and lcacher 

training depending on the needs of the Behonl. 

2. Program for !n~ Deaf 

There are nine special schools for the deaf and/ol' heaI'Jn~ 

impa i red. 1) Se thasa thian School in Bangkok, 2) Tun~ Mahanlt'k 

Sehool for the Deaf in Bangkok, 3) Khan Kaen Schoo 1 faT' UIP 

Deaf in Khan Kaen, 4) Tak School for the Deaf ln Tak 

Province, 5) Songkhla School for the Deaf ln Son~khla 

Province, 6) Anusan Sunthorn Seho01 ln f:hiang Mai, 7) Pakkrpd 

Home for the Crippled Children ln NonthabuI'l (Speclal 

Clas"ies), 8) Chonbur i Sclloo 1 for the Hard 0 f HeaT'} ng ln 

Chonburl, 9) Wat Champa School for the Hard of Heartng in 

Bangkok. 

Their program emphasizes vocational skills, such as 

dressmaking, weaving, typing, barbering and woodwork. The 
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avprage age of children in these schools are from seven to 

eighteen years oid. 

a. p...rogram for the Physically Handicapped 
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More attention has been given to the physically handicapped 

by various hospitais and private institutions. There is only 

one school for the physlcally handicapped in Thailand, 

Srlsangwan School run by the Foundation for the Welfare of 

the Crlppled under the Patronage of Her Royal H1ghness the 

Princess Mother. 

Thi~ school offers academic and occupational skills suited to 

specifie disabllities. It is supported by the Ministry of 

Education as far as supply of equipment as weIl as personnel 

and other technical assistance is concerned. 

--1 • EXQAram 19..1.: the Mentalb Ret,arded 

Thprp are four public schools: 1) RaJanakul Hospital for the 

MentaJly relarded runs the RaJanakul School for the Mentally 

Handicappcd in Bangkok, 2) Kaveela Anukun School in Chlang 

Mai, 3) Uban Panyanukul School in Vbon Ratchathani, and 4) 

Panyawlilhikon school beJonging to the Foundation for the 

Welfare of the Mentally Retarded of Thalland. 

Two other schools are privately owned by individuals. 1) The 

Llghthouse Pl'ojec-t special ized in profoundly retarded 

chlldren and 2) Salaban Saeng Sawa!lg Foundation which is not 



46 

recogn\zed as a school because it does not follow Government 

programs as such; both are in Bangkok. 

5. Program for the ChronicalLx Hospitalizeil 

Ten Hospitals in Thailand provide education for those 

children who are chronically ill and need to remain in 

hospital for an extended period of time. These hospitals are 

1) Chulalongkorn Hospital in Bangkok, 2) Slrtraj Hospital in 

Bangkok 3) Children Hospital in Bangkok, 4) Lertsin Hospital 

ln Bangkok, 5) Khon Kaen Hospital in Khon Kaen, 6) Uwaprasat 

Wathayopratham Hospital in Samut Prakarn, 7) Maharaj Nakon 

Chiaüg Hai Hospital in Chiang Mai, 8) ')ri Nalwnn HO!'lpi lal in 

Khan Kaen, 9) Rajwithi Hospital in Ban~kok, 10) RaJannkul 

Hospital in Bangkok. 

Special classes are held, and teachers answer the specifie 

needs of chi Idren so they can return to the] r l'egll] aI' school 

without being tao much behlnd their schoolmates. Sorne 

hospitals offer rehabilitation programs for autistic or 

emotionally disturbed children. 

6. Progra~ for the ~lo~ Learners 

Children with an IQ of 70 to 90, namely the slow learners, 

are placed in special classes at nineteen state schools in 

Thailand, mostly at the primary level. The Ministry of 

Education is responsible for the placement of these children. 



1 

1 

• 

47 

7. program for the BI i nd - Mainstreaming 

Malnstreamlng provides the child's education in a normal 

setting, helping him adapt and integrate into society in his 

adn] t 1 He. ThE' latest trend of thought is not ta isolate 

the dlsabled from the able-bodied; sixt y-four schools at the 

elpmentary ]pvel and thirteen at the secondary level 

officially admit bllnd children in their regular classes. 

lndividual services are provided, upon request, by the 

DevarLmenl of Education. 

8. Program for the Hard of Hearing - Mainstreaming 

Deaf and/or hard of hearing children are now recognized as 

being able, with sorne help frorn teachers and classmates, 

ta follow regular school programs. There are now eight 

primary schools and two secondary level schools offering 

mainstreaming program. 

Teacher training program 

There are two types of teacher training program : 

One is in-service training, offered by the Department of 

Gent>ral Educat ion, Ministry of Education, for teachers who 

have experience in regular classroom but no preparation for 

special education. This training i8 a five or six weeks' 

general program in aIl areas of special education. 
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The second is a pre-service training in four level s : h igher 

Certificat.e, Bachelor's Graduate Diploma and Master's and 

Doctorate degree. Teachers colleges offer the two firRt 

levels whereas two un i vers i ties of fcI' thf' hi ghcst leve 1 s • 

Bath universities offering these classes (Srinakharln\\'irol 

and Mahidol) allow students to take coursps III eitlwr' 

institutions allowing a wider choiee of subjects and 

experience for the students, and reduc ing costs in 

administration instructions and equlpments. 

Higher education for the disabJed 

Disabled children are now allowed to pursue t.heir StudlPS if 

they want and if they can afford i t. 1 t j s st. i Il a new i ssup 

and !!.I.'aduates receive a go ad deal of attention. For ell..amp!p, 

in 1985 one blind student gradualed t'l'om Chinoros WllhayaJai 

School for the Blind. In the following year, thrce flrllShpd 

their secondar~· six level from th(3 ins t 1 tut 1 on. 'l'wo of the 

three studied at Suandusit Teachers' Trajning Co11egf', and 

another was studying for a bachelor's degree in law at 

Thammasat Uni versi ty. In 1988, four bl j nd st.udents fin 1 shed 

the highest educat ional level at. Chinoros School. Three 0 f 

them went to study at the Suandusit Teachers' Tralniug 

College and anothel went ta Thammasat Univer&ily takiug 

Liberal Arts (The Natiun August 25, 1989). 
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Deaf or hearing impaired students are frequently found in 

Teachers' Colleges hoping to find a job to help the young 

child they used to be. At Sathsatian School for the deaf, 

eight teachers are deaf; in 1988, there were 14 hearing 

impaired t.eachers around Thailand. 

Available facilities for the handicapped 

According to The NaJion of January 30, 1989, the government 

and private in8t1 tutions are helping only a few thousand 

chiJdren and their parents. 

Rajanakul Hospital which falls under the Public Health 

Ministr) has a special school which only accepts mild 

.t9 

mental 1 y hand icapped cases. l t admi ts 450 children regular l y 

and has a few hundred out-patients. Children from outsjde 

Bangkok are resident. A similar facility has been set up in 

Chiang Mal with the help of th~ hospital. Other regional 

celltrp projects are regularly developed. 

The M1nistry of Education has about 20 schools in Bangkok and 

the pruvinces. These schools accept physically and mentally 

hallùicappE:."ù childreTi. Some schools offer mainstreaming but 

thlS mpons that again, only mild cases are accepted. 

The Public Welfare Department's Pakkred Home for the 

Mental]y Handicapped Child in Nonthaburi has 403 children 

lUllier !:ieven and one-hal f years of age and 620 between seven 
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to e ighteen. The staff being betwpen 100 and 140, i t i s 

obviously not .;:nough. Mahidol UniVerE.1t~· pro\'ides help to a 

small number of children at its Ramathlbodi Hospltal. 

The private foundations are running modern s('hools char~ing 

Baht 2,500 pel' month (US$ 100) offering a chlld-staff l'HI io 

of 2: 1. The Sataban Saeng Sawang Foundat] on acc(~pt s an 

average of 110 chlldrpn and thE' Lighthollsf> Pl'o.lcci whlch has 

helped aboli t 250 se\,pre 1 y hand i capp",d dll 1 drt>n or thos(' w 1 th 

moderate handicap alld associat_ed problems. Host childr(>1\ 

attending these two schools come from wf'll-off fanillies. 

The Foundation for the Wetfare of t.he Hpllt,al\y f{pt.arded ln 

Thailand is responsible fol' the Lighthouse Pro.Jt:'ct.. 

Foundations are estab11shed, off'erlng small sehoo\ facllit.ips 

and centres around Thal 1 and. st. Ge rard Rehabl \ i t ft t j on 

Cen t re 1 n Khan Kaen unde r the Catho 11 c Chu l'ch tak(>s about ,10 

nun-residential chlldren in the Muang Di strict C(>nt C'C. 

Visits are organized throllgh teams to thp home of 50 chtldren 

in Ban Phai Distri ct and around thE> cent re. Parent spay for 

the service according to their incorne, somf~ paylng nothinj;( 

and others pay ing Baht 3,000 (US$ 120). 

According ta the figures prov ided by the ~overnment and 

di fferent i ndependent sources, there are approx j ma t C' 1 Y 6,000 

children recelving specIal care from ~overnment and prl V1Üf? 

1 special education schoals. ApproximaiE'ly 1,670 studC'nts were 



1 regislered in government schools malnstreaming programs in 

lhe academic year 1989. 
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The r'f" are 389 teac hers reg i s tered in government spec ial 

schools. ln the mainstreaming program, 217 teachers and/or 

resource teachers supervise the special education program. 

The sludellt./teachf"r ralio depends, however, on the schools. 

Special Hchools for the blind have an average ratio of 

approximalely 8:1 where Pakkred Home for the crippled 

children (bl1nd) has a ratio of 19:1; Pakkred home for t.he 

menlally relarded offers a ratio of 10:1 and the Pakkred home 

for lhe crippled children (deaf) ratio i8 53:1. The average 

ratio for th{? schools for the deaf is 9:1. The school for 

phYHi~ally handicapped has a ratio of 8:1 and schools for the 

mentally handicapped, which are the Most in need of extra 

slaff have a ratio of 15:1. 

The ratio for mainstreaming programs vary considerably. 

In the mainst.reaming programs for the blind: 

- lhe pr~mary education level, ratios go from 1:1 up ta 40:1 

with an average of 3:1. 

- the secondary level has a ratio of 6:1. 

Main~lreaming programs for the hard of hearing 

- lhe primary level go from 9:1 up ta more than 20:1 with an 

average of 14: 1 

- lhe secondary leveI, the average is 5:1 
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Mainstreaming programs for the mentally retarded in regular 

schools is again the pnorest in terms of resources. The ratio 

goes from 4:1 up to 301:1 for an average ratio of 30:1 

(Ministry of EducatIon, 1989a). 

Thailand, like any other developing country flOds itself 

constrained in terms of resources and personnel. Rural 

SCflOOls are still not sufficient in number and the1r access 

remains difflcult. SpecIal schools, in those areas are almost 

non existent. Spec::ial educatiJn ls costly in any countr'y; If. 

is a low-priority item on the national education bud~el 

allocation of the 63,750 million baht (US$ 2.55 billIon). 

For the fiscal year of 1991, special education or~anlzatl()nH 

for the dlsabJed received 637 mliiion Baht (US$ 25.5 mil]Jon) 

or one percent of the educat ion budget. 

urgently needed as far as personnel is concerned. Even wjth a 

pupil/teacher ratIo of 10:1, when compared to 20: 1 for 

primary level, and 17: 1 for low(~r secondary leveJ, j 1 j s 

alarming that only 35% of thesp 300 or sa teachpr's IU'(> 

quallfied ln special education or hav~ received Romp in­

service training. Othel' teachel's reJ y on on-the-.Job trainin~ 

during the summer vacatIon. 

No early detection program for exceptlonal chi Idren has yet 

been developed. There is a Jack detpction SerVICf.> and 

information centres. One earJy edU(ûtlon program hflS b,!en 

developed by Srinakharinwirot University. 
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No posl-secondary program for the handicapped is offered. 

Artel' high school graduatIon, there is very little education 

offpred. The mentally retarded and the bhnd can get 

vocal lonal lra 1 ni ng, but thi sis still very 1 imited. 

Because of a 1 ack 0 f budget, there are few quaI i f ied 

perHonnel and special services offered ta the exceptional 

child. In fact, the whole social environment IS not adapted 

to help handicapped people lead a normal life. For example, 

lhere are no special ramps for the handicapped, public 

telephones are oul of reaeh. 

Thai people belleve th~L if they have a disabled child, it is 

the manIfestation of their own wrongful deed, either in this 

1 i fe or in the prev i ous cyc le of re incarnation. They 

l.herefore accept the situation and usually shelter disabled 

children protecting them as much as possible. This interferes 

wlth any oulside help provided by the government or other 

sources la help these children develop ta their fullest. 

Living by charity is a part of life in Thailand. The monks 

live from it and it is most acceptable that disabled people 

gel. help from able people. It is therefore even more 

difficult ta implement rehabilitation in the community. 

Fi tla Il y, there i s no reliable system of data collec t ion or 

st atistIcs cancerning the disabled. Educational planning 

becomes virtually impossible on a national scale. 



1 CHAPTER IV. 

AGENCIES AND SERVICES 

Following are the resul ts of twel ve interv iews w i th the 

different schools and foundations officiais. 

The meetings slarted with general informat10n about the 

foundation and/or schools as ta the odgu\ and t.he 

development of thE' sehools. More details were given throu!!(h 

the USe of an interview schedule (sel? Append 1:\ B). These 

questions ranged from how many children were in the sehool, 

to reasons for handicaps, type of programs, the govelnment 's 

involvement and sources of financing. 

Visits to the Hinistry of Education and to Sdnakharinwil'ot 

University helped finalize the statistlcS. Three hOSIJitll]S 

were vis1 ted in arder to better understand the causes of 

handicaps in Thailand and get a more med:ical opinion on thp 

handicapped situation. 

54 
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Flgure 1 

SUMMARY OF INSTITUTIONS 
----------------------------------------------

:---------------------_._------------------------------------------------------------------------------: 
:QUESTION 1 :SIZE 

:AGENCY 

:TYPE 
:OF 
:HANOICAP 

:REAsONS 
: FOR 
: HANOI CAP 

:RATlO :sPECIAL 
:PUPIL/ :SERVICES 
:TEACHER: 

:FAtILITIES :CURRICULUM :FINANCING 

-

:------------:--------:------------------------:-------:-----------:-----------:-----------:-----------: 
: FOUNDATION 
:FOR THE 
: BLIND 

210 :BLIND :NUTRITION 
:MUlTIPlE :DEFICIENCY 
:HANDICAPPED:INFECTIONS 

:DISEASE 
:HEREDITY 

11: 1 : NURSE 
:PART-TIME 
:HUSIC 
:TEACHER 

:sWIMMING 
: POOL 
: LIBRARY 
:PlAYGROUND 
:MUsIC INST 

:REG. CURR : GOVERNMENT 

: BRAIllE :OONATIONS 

:------------:--------:-----------:------------:-------:-----------:-----------:-----------:-----------: 
:SCHOOlS 

: FOUNDATION 230 :MENTALLY : ACCIDENTS FROM : NONE :MUsIC :ONE OlD : PARENTS 
:FOR THE 50 :RETAROEO :AT BIRTH 8: 1 :ART :FUND -
:WElFARE 32 :FROH BIRTH TO :REGULAR :RAISING 
:OF THE 25 30: 1 :CURRICULUM :TUITI0N -
:MENTALlY 12 :ADAPTEO : FEE 
:RETARDED 25 
:OF THAl lAND 32 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------­. . .. . ". . . . . 
: FOUN DATI ON 12 :PHYSICAlLY :ACCIOENT 6: 1 :DOCTOR :SWIMMING : NURSERY : PARENTS 
:FOR THE :CENTRES :HANDICAPPED:MOTHER : PSYCHO- : POOL :lEVEl : CHARITY 
:PHYSICAllY :400 CBR :HEAlTH :lOGIsT : ART :ADl : SALES 
:HANOICAPPED 4 :LACK OF :1 Ht:RAPY : (ACTIVITY 
:CHIlOREN :SlUH :STIHUlATION :GIANT BALL : OAIlY 

: LIVING) 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------~--------------------------

o. 
01 
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SUMMARY OF INSTITUTIONS (CTNO) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------. . . . .. . . . . 
:KAVEElA 
:ANAKUN 
:SCHOOL 

423 :MENTALLY : ACCIOENTS : NONE 
: MULTIPLE :LACK OXYGEN 16:1 
:HANOICAPPEO:MALNUTRITION: 

: BIRTH : 
: COMPLI CATION: 
: CONVULSIONS 
:MEOICINE 
:TAKEN BY 
:MOTHER 
: DURING 
:?REGNANCV 

:PLAYGROUNO :REGUlAR : DONATIONS 
: ART/MUSIC :CURRICUlUM :SU8SIDIES 
:ClASS :TUITION 
:MUSIC INST.: :FEE 

:------------:--------:-----------:------------:------_._----------:-----------:-----------:--~-------_. 
:PI800N :28 IN :HARO OF :ACCIOENTS 30: 1 :PSVCHO- :MUSIC CLASS:REG CURR : GOVERNEMENT: 
:PRACHASON :A :HEARING :SICKNESSS : LOGIST :PAINT : TUITION 
:SCHOOl :SCHOOL :MISSED : GUIDANCE :HEARING AID: :FEE 

:OF :ABORTION :COUNSELLOR :SCHOOl BAND: : CHARITY 
2500 :HIGH :COORDINATOR: : FOUNOATION 

: TEMPERATURE : MAIN- :FOR DEAF 
:HEREDITY :STREAMING :PIBOON 

:PROGRAM : FOUNDA TI ON 
:TEACHERS 

:----------~-:--------:---------~-:-----------_._------:-----------:-----------:-----------:-----------: 
:SATABAN 
:SAENG 
:SAWANG 
: FOUNOATION 

120 :ED 
:AD 
:MR 
:EMR 
:CELEBRAL 
:PAlSY 
: AUTI STI CS 

:BIRTH 
:ENVIRONMENT 
:MOTHER 
: PSYCHE 

2: , 
3: 1 

:SPEECH 
:THERAPY 
: ASSOC. 
:TEACHERS 
:PHYSICAl­
:THERAPISTS 

:PLAYGROUND :1N01V. : PARENTS 
:PAINT :OESIGNED :TEACHERS 
:MUSIC INST :CURRICUlUM :CHARITY 

:FAIR 
:JAPANESE 
: NON-GOVT 
:ORG. 

:------------:--------:-----------:------------:-------:-----------:-----------:-----------:-----------: 
:SOTSUKSA 
: TOONG 
:MAHAMEK 
:SCHOOL 
:FOR THE 
:DEAF 

375 :DEAF :HEREDITY 
:HEARING 
:IMPAIREO 
:MULTIPLE 
:HANDICAPPED: 

10: 1 :NONE :PLAYGROUND 
:MIRPORS 
:HEARING 
:AIDS 

:REGULAR 
: CURRICULUM 
:PLUS 
:SIGN 
: LANGUAGE 
:L!P 
: READING 

: GOVERNMENT 
: DONATIONS 
: FROM 
: PARENTS 
: CHARITY 
: PARENTS/ 
:TEACHERS 
:CLUB 

~l 

c:. 



TIIE FOUNDA1'ION FOR THE BLIND 
Under the royal patronage of Her Majesty the Queen 

SisLer Ros~ Moore, retired 

ThIS meeting WJlh &isler Rose Moore was most interesting in 

the sen&(> that she was among the f irst foreign sisters who 

camp to work Jn Thailand. She arrIved in Bangkok in 1932 

cuming from Ireland's Saleslan Sisters Congrf'gation. She 

exp]ajnpd thal the foundation was reglstered in 1939 and 

thei r abject ive was to give buth geilerai and vocational 
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lr'aining 1,() bl ind chi1dren regardless of sex, nationality or 

re] i g ion. 

11 was Miss Genevieve Caulfield (1888-1972) who pioneered 

the pducation of the visually handicapped of Thailand. She 

adapted, with the help of a Thal university student, the 

brai Ile system. It must be noled that in the Thai alphabet, 

t.here ar'e ·14 consonants, 32 vowels, 8 accent s1gns and 5 

tones compared wllh the Roman alphabet of only 26 letters. 

[Il 1943, M1SS Caulfleld received her first go,\'ernment subsidy 

of Baht 20,000 (US$ 800) pel' year which has now been 

increasf'd ta Raht 200,000 (US$ 8,000). 

Thp newcomers start with preparatory cl'~ses in order for 

thel1l ta learn braIlle. This usually takes between one and 

lwo ypars; ho~ever, sorne take as many as four years to 

lN\rn. Wh('n they kno,,"' basic braille, they can start grade 

one. 



58 

In the school year of 1989-1990, there were 150 bOllrders, 

70 day students, 7 hi~h school students - integrated, 6 at 

teachers' training college, 3 at uni\'erslty level, and 2 

studied at O\'erbrook School for the Bllnd - Internalional 

Program. 

Divided into two classes per level, (('xcepl Un'ee It>vt.'ls ln 

kindergarten), thlrty teachers share the r<>sponslbil i t i('s for' 

educating these children from kindergarlen lo grade tell. Ont' 

of the sisters is also a rnn'se. Studeuls wishln~ 1,0 cont intI(' 

their studies can do 50 through rna~nslreamlng programs. 

AlI other senices like those of psychologud, do('lor Hnd 

physiolherapist are available al a nearby hospital ln CéU;P of 

necesslty. The 50clal worker alang wlth the SIX Saleslan 

sisters are re~ponsible for the well-belng and so~ial 

inlegration of lhe child. The sisters share lhe 

responsibi 1 i ty wi th the Board of Di r'ectors of the FOllndul Lon 

for the overall smooth running of the InstItution. 

Speeially trained teachers are employed hy the foundatlon. 

Most have regular school teaching degree and gpt an 10-

sen-iee trajning for the bllnd. A few J:{pt '3peclal tralttin~ as 

in computer applicati''ln of Thai, English and brallie. 

Most staff i8 provided and paid by the H~nlstI'y of EdllCllllon, 

'II' Special Education Di\'ision while others are employed direclly 

by the foundation. 
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The curriculum followed 1s the same as thr:> one approved by 

thf? Min 1 s try 0 f F.ducat ion for el ementary and secondary 

schuols ln the ~eneraJ program. Gymnastics, sports and 

spf?cial olympics participation are encouraged. 

Typlng in buth Thal and Eng 1 ish (about 12 typewri ters arc 

aV<ltlablel, basIC' computer science, (they h&ve 2 computers 

capable of translaling EngIi:;;h typewrlt'::ng into braille 

pr-intLngl, and handicrafts are also offered. For those 
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dCJll' Î\ pd 0 f the SPrl.sE' f)f s l ght, heari ng obv i ousl y becomes ft 

very import ant fla,:tor. The children can ]earn both Thai and 

Wf:'sv'rn mus1C ab weIl as choral singing and dramatics. The 

sctl'lOl has 5 pianos, bells, Thal mUSIcal instruments and at 

lE'ast onf? (>lf>ctronic keyboard. Sludenls also learn ta SWlm in 

the fOllndat 1 on 's sw i mmi ng poo 1. Cooki ng and garden i ng are 

a 11\ () Il g t h (' sec 0 II cl a l' y s t li den t s' w e e k]~' l f> S son s for 1 par r11 n g a n cl 

(' x 1)(' r' i me n t j ng • 

Fin,lIIClng ('1)nlE>S part.ly from government <;llbsluie'-" but mustly 

from ('ltlZf'n~' dLlllatloll~. Fol' pxarnl'lc, lhE' foundatlon !1evE't' 

bought any rI Cl'. Hp t "'PPfI 8ah1 ::\00 , 000 lo .JOO 1 000 (l"S5 12 t 000 

to lli,OOOI al'C" l'PC't'1\0d pél.ch month ln dOllatlons. /\lso for 

Lhù!:>c pat'l'Ill~ '''10 can afford to pa~', there lS a tUltion fee 

li f fi 0 0 na h t (l' S S 2 0) pet leI' m (f 0 li r mon t h s ). '1' h E" f a li n d a t ion 

prO\'tdl'''' fl'Pl' edUt(ttiLlll for those \~ho cannot afford to pay. 

1 
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According to statistics, thcre are about 20,000 blind 

children in Thailand, and only 1,000 are registered in th,'('<, 

schools for the blinda AlI are under the Foundat Ion for t il(> 

BI ind. 

THE FOUNDATION FOR THE WELFAIŒ 
OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED OF TUA Tl,AND 

Under the royal patronage of Hcr Majesty the Queen 

Dr Vanrunee Komkris 
IlIlmed iate Past Pres idenl AFMR 

The meet.lng \Vas with Dr. Vanrllne(> Komkrls, MD, psyctdatrist, 

retJ.red direcLor of Rajanaklll HOspltal for the mpllt.ally 

re larded. 

The foundat ion was es tab li shed in Jill y 1962 and la lPT' 

accepted under The Royal Patronage of Hel' ~1aJC'sty the Q\H;'en. 

Tn 196'1, the foundation opened the first sehool for the 

mentally r<,tarded. It was founded at the Mpntally HE'taf'ded 

HOBpi laI (Panyaon Hospi tal) and funded by the l'oLinda!. ion. 

Equipped for trainin~, the school \Vas nampd Ra,Janalnd SchooJ 

by His Majesty the King who preslded at thp opening ('pl'pmony 

accompanj ed by Her Hajesty the Queen. The Department of 

Medical Services of the Hinistry of Public Health now 

operates the school. It accepts between 200 and 300 chi Idren. 

A home v isit vroject for pOOl' mentally retarded ch i ldren was 

established in 1971. In 1972, the Rajanakul Hospital 
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constructed research and heaith centres mainly for research 

on the care of the mental1y retarded. 
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In 1977, the tralning school for ret~rded children with 

poten t ial 1.0 ad,jus l to normal 1 i v l.ng, under the name of 

"Panyanudhikorn School", was opened. This school houses 

belweE'n 200 and 300 youngslers. rt started a vocal ional 

training pro~ram for adulls in 1978; and accepts between 20 

t.O ~30 adu 1 ts. A sel f dppendency vocational project was put 

]nto operation in 1979 lo help the poor who were retarded. 

Thp first regions] center la provide welfare services to the 

retarded ln the narth was opon in Chiang Mai in 1981. This 

cenLre receives 10-15 people. 

A pilol project was established in 1982 ta develop severely 

nlPlIla] Iy handlcapped children. Il also offers a teacher 

training program. The study of the appropriate teaching 

techni(jllf'H for ~;(~vep ~v menLally handicapped children was 

part of this program. This Bangkok school accommodates 50 

childrpn. Two welfare centres were opened in 1983, one in the 

northeast and another in the southern part of Thailand. 

Hccevls Rppro~imately 30 children. 

Each 

In 198 t a commun i l~' based rehabi Il ta t i on centre for pre­

school menlally retarded children was established. This day­

care centre accepts belween 30-35 children from the sIum 

d l'l'a. 
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The foundation is also sponsoring Thal athletps tu the 

International Special Ol~rmp]cs. Some local and l'pglullai 

olympics are also organized. 

The ratio in th", agency depends on lhe sevl-'l'it:.' of lhl" 

handicaps. It is usually 1:15 a]tholl~h wlth the \'Pl'~' yO\lIl~ II 

is 1:8-10; with severely retarded 11 is 1:4-5 and wllh 

educable menlal]y retarded (EMR) it is 1 :40. 

Except for the hospital seltings which hH\l' l-'hyslcIIHI~1 

psycholog j sts, phys i olherav 1 s ls ann soc 1 a l ,,'0 l'kp l'S 1 1 h(·,-;{' 

specialists are seldom found 111 school s alld c pntres. II' 

necessar~', the school will refer the chlld ur client LCl t hl' 

specialist ill a nearb~' hospital. 

There is a program offered at Rajanakul HOSPI tai lo pllr'('fll"', 

and professiollals who wish lo learn about mental f'etaf'dat Ion. 

Teaehers usualJy have a teachlng degrpe and get ln-~f'f'vic{' 

training for specIal education methods. Thpre is support 1'1'0111 

o the r cou n tri e s 1 i k e A li st ra lia and ,J a pan, wh i (' h b f' i fi ~ rH:! W 

approaches and ideas lo the Leachers. 

The government does not provide any money for the foundat Ion 

but it supplies qualified teachers. Financing comps from , parents' donations and fund raising actlvilies such a~ 

concerts, dinner parties and boys scouls. Funding also come~ 

i 
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t'roro the t'act. Lhal most parents paya tuitlon fee to the 

sehou l (apfH'ox i ma t.e 1 y t 50 Bah t pel' three months or about 18 

IJS$ ). Tf the pal'ent s have no money, Lhe foundat Ion provldes 

the funrJs. The curriculum followf'd in special schools is the 

same as lh~ one in re~ular schools. It is adapted accordlng 

ln the dlsablilty or learnlng capabilities. The main subjects 

ar(' Thal, AriLhmeLlc, Art, Husic, and Physical Education. 

Stlldpnt::-; HI!-.o go on field trlps, to the market and sometimes 

t 0 tta> zoo. 

f'la1c.rjals used largely depend on the budget of each school. 

SomrLimes thf'y share certain facilities. Sorne schools even 

have mtndcaJ instruments which usually have been donated. 

Somf' books arf' llsed; pholocopies are more practical. 

THE FOUNDATION FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 
Private organization 

HI'. Somchai Rungsilp - Coordinator 

Sltllaler! 111 I3angkok, there is a total of 24 teachers working 

wlth th0 foundatlun. They are not specialized ln special 

t'duca t Ion. The~' mH.~' be ln soc ia] sc iences or they may be 

rt'gula!' s('hoo] Leac:hers. They aIl received ln-service 

training. They have access ta one doctor/psychalogist and one 

occlipationai therapist who is in charge of preparing the 

progralll. Ollt:' Swiss voluntcer is helping in the preparation of 

thp program. 
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The aim of the foundation lS to help the communlty and lhe 

government agencles carry out rehabi l i lat iOIl work 1\ccording 

to d isabi lit:-' and reSOllr('es. In thE:> pas t years, thE" 
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foundation jOlned with hospita]s, public heallh offlCPS, 

sanitation works, primary educatlon offIces, schools, and 

public v:elfare units to work \\lth thE" children and tT'aln bolh 

parents and personnE"l. It is a rec()~nized cùnsultlll~ celltr'p. 

Ther-e are now t\o.O communi ty-based work areas 1 n TIlH il and: Bila 

l'al District of Nakornratchasima PrOVlTIC(' and the Sahuor'tPHI~ 

District of Udornlhani ProvInce, both III UIf' northei\::-.tt>r·tl 

part of Thailand. Four hllndred childrplI WI th dlverso> 

handicaps are irl\ol\'ed in this proJect. Th(.' ·.,pcond PTojPC 1 IS 

to organlze developmental and recrpali(Jllal net 1\'111(><" III Ihp 

sIum communities of Bangkok in order to he-ll' dlsablpd 

children in these underprivi legpd arpus. 1 fi coop('ral Ion w 11 h 

the government, government agencies a.lId p('rsotll1P! I,f th(->'-.p 

communities, the problems and nepd5 nf thp dl .... ahl(·d Ilr'f' 

slII'veyed so that specjfic acll\'ltles (ftll b('> JE>\.pluped. 

Activities such as camping and art P\.hlblt j(IlIS hav( hf>Pf) 

organized and provpn to be succ("~~ful d.nd apprel'lalf>d. i'orty 

children are follo\o.'ed by staff. Thes(> ch l1drPrl ll1w(' dl f('pn'nt 

disabilitles. 

The centre receives 12 cerebral pal~y d"llidren per yeal' t, 

help them develop physically, menlalJy, lIIorally and ,-;or·jnJly. 
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Th~ centre provides educatlonal actlvlties and contributes ta 

thpir rPlnlpgratlon lnto thelr own family and lnto society. 

Adm)s~iun criterja for the centre are basically that the 

('hild Il-; bet,wpen three and nine years and the parents are 

Investing t imp ln the rphdbllltatlon program of their child. 

1 r thpy UHl pay, t.hen they do; if nol, lhe foundation will 

subsidlze Uwm. If too many chlldren are eligible, they are 

put on l\ waiting 11st for three ta si:\ months. Meanwhlle, 

the ('pnt re prov ide!'. home programs for the parents and the 

chi Id. 

Th<> (;lIrr'ictllllm (;overs three main areas: physical therapy, 

occupationa) t.herapy (ADL or act1vities 1n daily lIving) and 

('ducat ion (most chi Idren are al the nursery level). 

Disabli lt lPS are usuall~ from birth, due la a lack of health 

or prt'vt-'nt!oll on the part of the mother. There is a higher 

rate of di~abled people from rural areas because of a lack of 

t'nvll'onmental stimulatlon and faCllitles. 

Fund i ng i s done through chari ty saI es and donat ions. There 

are no govprnment subsidies. Because of a very low budget, 

fp,,, books are lsed. American 1..,ùoks are consul ted as a 

~lIidellne. Host of the personnel work from their experience 

and are not specialjzed. 
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Hand icapped chi IdI'en are fortunate ,~hen lhey huve Il fi ice 

playground, a bIg baIl and a smal1 SWlmlllll\~ pool. 

Educationa] toys art"· donated by prtrPlIls al,d otht"r pE'oplf> 

worried that if the~ give mone~' it ,,111 not sel'vt' Its 

inlended purpose. 

Malnslreallling is considered the uest apPl'oélch and bulh 

parents and chllùren ,,'ork on rc-jntE:'gralin~ lnto sOliel:.' ",.Ih 

the hel p and support of the cent re. Thl~ fami 1 ~ 1,,'.11 Je~ i d(', 

accorùlng lo ItS finances if the dl1ld {'an pllr'-iIH' Ill" <;tlldips 

(depending on hls inte}leC'lual t'apac.il:.) to hil~h sellool or' 

uni\ersity le\'el. \'ery fe", .. dn. 

KAVF.ELA ANUKUN SCHOOL 
Ministry of Education, Department of General Education, 

Special Education Division 
Mrs. Pijel Jarunel, Direclor 

Kaveela Anuklll. Sehoul lS sltualed al) ltIe oulsujp ('hlan~ ~lal 

City, on a H 1/2 ray (3.36 acres) land. Tt was openl'd il. 

1982, and was the first state owned school for the mpfllHlly 

relarded in Thailand. T",'o schools for menll:llly retllrùed l'HU 

under the Minislry of Education. This 1S the flr::>t, Ih,· 

second 1S ln Ubon Ratchalhhavi. Two simllar schools can be 

found in Bangkok; one is run by the foundation for th( 

WeJfare of the Hentally Retarded, and the OU}('J' \<.; H1.1,janaklll 

Hospital School, run by lhe Departmpnl of Medical SeJ'vlcps. 
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The children can be accepted slarting age four and are 

al10wed la continue their studies unll] age eighteen. Some 

~xc~plion is given lo the child who started his education 

laler lhan required; he may complete his full nine years if 

hf> star"ts helween seven and fourleen years oid. 
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Mos l pup j l Sare day s tudent, except for 55 pup ils who 1 ive in 

t.hp school compound. The boarders llsual1y come from northern 

prov 1 ne f:~S and somp from lhe soulh. Education for the 26 

clahses i8 provided by 36 teachers, 35 assistants and 8 

auxiliary slaff; man~' of them live in houses within the 

sehonl ~rollnds. Mosl aSSIstants, who are also employed as 

caJ'C' slaff, sleep in the }Jupils' dormitories and provlde 

emoliona] and social support lo the boarders. 

The 423 pupils are divided inlo lhree groups: 

- The first is for slow-learners (184 pupils). Most of these 

}Juplls finish their si, years of elementary schooling then 

go lo reglll al' s(>('ondar~' school s. 

- l'tH' second group (239) IS for children having an IQ between 

50 ilnd 70. They uS\lall~' continue in lhis school to get 

vocationa] training such as needle crafts, hairdressins, 

cement -black makillg, L:hiclwn and duck raisins, ceramics, 

incensp stick and coat hanger making, and mushroom growing. 

AlI pupils stud~ home economlCS and horticulture. 

- Thf> third group (24) IS for multlple-handicapped pupils • 
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Thpse chiLdren have a physlcal or spnsory handicap in 

addition ta their learning difficulties. They are 

integrated into classes with puplls of slmilar lparning 

ability. 

AlI these children have learnin~ problems or are severely 

retarded. Sorne have multlple handicaps WhlCh ~o from 

quadraplegi, to low VISIon and d('Rfness. 

Reason::. fol' handicaps are usuall~' because of accident. 

The mother tool, some over-the-counter drllg when she was Ilot 

feeling weIl and thls was too strong for lhe child; thf'rp was 

a lack of oxygen at birth; sorne mother's do not know how to 

take care of thelr child or evpn how to feed th€' dlildr'pn; Il 

child's untrealed fp\er brings convulslons .. dllch lIlay t'ffp('t 

the brain. 

Most teachers hold a Bachelor's Degrep Irl f:r.!twat i011 alld ar'p 

helped by the supprVlsor to go Into ail Jn-C:;Pf'Vlr'f' 1 ralnillj.{ of 

four to five months. This trrllnin~ is always done ln Ban~kok. 

Specialists ('an be roulld al a npa.roy hr)s[ntal. l'an'nLe.;; gF't 

hOllse visits from their ('tllldren's tpL\chers lo h(·lp them 

understand and cape with the s1t\lation. SOlfie mepll ngh ar(' 

schedulpd in the l'lehool for ~roups of thrpe to four molhpr~. 

Teachers' salaries are provided by the M1nistry of Education , along with the operating costs, building and resources. 
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There lB no tuitlon fee. Boarders pay Bahl 3,300 per year 

(US$ 132) Hnd aIl children musl pay Baht 1,100 per yeur (US$ 

44) fo l' l unc h fee. If parents c. .<innot a f ford il, the y onl y pay 

whi(;hevE'r' arnount they can, if any. Charity money will 

prùvidE' for th~se children, Whll~ Their Majesties the KIng 

and (~Ilpen a 1 sa accaun t fa r some clonall ons. The Parenl-Teacher 

ASSociation and private donations provide the funds for the 

aShJslants' salaries. 

Dep(~lldlng on the group, curriculum will be altered. With the 

help of the superVlsor, a more "diluted" or adapted 

('urriculum will be eslabllshed to slIit the child's needs. 

Mater'laI IIsC'd are mIrro!'s, palnls, tapes, records, VIdeo and 

mU!-.lC'al irtsl J'umf'nts. They also have a weIl organized 

l']a,n~n)und, ri mUSlC class and an art class. Educational toys 

and games ar'p som~time<; bO\lght, built or donated ta the 

Bchoo]. Books ar~ 11'~lwJly home made sinee there IS very 

lIt t 1 P a \ li lIa b 1 e ma t (' ria l • American and European books are 

lIsed as r<.>fpJ'<.>fl('(> along with the Hinistry of Education 

documPlils. 

PI800N PRACHASON SCHOOL 
(HAINSTRRAHING PROJECT FOR THE DEAF) 

Hinislry of Education, Depart.ent of General Education, 
Special Education Division 

Hr. Vichien Anan.ahapong, Director 

Aft<.>r the meetIng wlth Mr. Vichien Ananrnahapong, school 

Ji rt'ct or', he inll'oduced mp to the coordinators for the deaf 



children ln malnstreamlng, in order to get sorne information 

on lhelr school and program. 
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The school opened on July 14th 1952 spor1Ror'pd by the 

Deparlment of General Education \àdch provlded and s!lpporter! 

teachers and budget. The Deparlment of Sorial Welfarp 

provided sorne fl/lancial support and thEc' women's Lab()[' 

Association gave free food and clolhing for the RllldPIJlS. 

The first objective of the school IS to offE'1' frpE' pdllcallon 

for children who arE' pOOl' or th-'pl'lved of thE' opportllnLly tll 

get an education. ThE' second objectLVf' is thp pdllcat ion of 

hard of hcari ng sludents integrated w l th normal RI \J(jpllts HI 

the sec 0 n da r y lev e l (2 - 3 s l li d e li t s pel' (' l aRS J' 0 () nt ). The 1 h 1 r li 

objective i5 the education for slow learners (H~ 70-90) ln 

prlJTlary classes (15-20 stlldents per clas!:>loom) wlth Ihr> total 

populatIon of E>é1ch class appro';.trnatf:>ly fiO stlldent'-.. 'lï1P 

sehoo l hOllseb 2,500 "normal Il and 28 hpat' i ll~ 1 mlJl\ 1 r('d 

children. Il offers kindergarlen (10 classes), [n'lnHHy (4H 

classes), and secondant (12 classes) ]pvels. Sehou] l'pn.;onrw} 

includes 140 teachers, one school counseIor, two 

psychologists, two nurses and two guidance teacher~. 

'l'eachers usually hold a Bachelor's Degre<.>, c;evpn hoid a 

Masters Degree, aIl from Thai Universlties. 
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Heason~ for the hearing Impalrment are accidents, sickness 

incJudlng bigh fevf>r. heredity; the most common reason is the 

mothpr's attempt to abort herself. 

FaC'llities in the school are those of regular schools 

inc}udlng a mUSlC room with musical instruments, vocational 

('laSSPH wilh tools and/or facilities for hair dressing, 

dressffiaking, carpenlry, and ~]ectrlcity. 

Cur'l'ic:ulurn i8 the Ministry of Education's program including 

art, folk dances and lip reading for the hearlng impaired. 

Thp ~overTlRlE'lIt supervisor visits the school gl\'lng seminars 

aud bf'lngin~ flPW tf."aching methods to the teaehers. The 

h{>ltr'ln~ Impair'ed has the possibility of furthering his 

st lH.JIes, l f he has sufficienl funds. If not, vocational 

pl'ograrns are fol1 owed. 

Social rpintegratl0n is easy for these children. The school 

helS bppn operallng for 38 years and regular students are weIL 

8ware of the problerns encounlered by the hearing impaiced. 

They therefore help them as best they can, and share sports 

uc l i v i Li es. 



1 SATABAN SAENG SAWANG FOUNDATION 
Private organization 

Ms. Nunchalee Apussarn, Manager 

The Sataban Saeng Sawang was established in 1979 under the 

Holt Sahathai Foundation, a child welfare organization. It 

started as a play group of five children one of whom was 

autistic. 

The purpose of this foundation is to provide services to 

children with mental retardation, learning disabilities, 

autism, multiple handicaps and those who are emotionally 

disturbed. Most of these problems are fro. birth except for 

the emotionally disturbed where unfavorab1e environment is 

usually the cause. 

In June 1985, the Sataban Saeng Sawang Foundation was 
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established in Bangkok. Programs are offered from preschoo1 

to vocational. This school has 120 children with branches in 

Chiang Hai, Nakorn Prathom, and is a consultant to a sœa11 

program in Kanchanaburi. There is a staff of 47 aIl holding a 

Bachelor's or Master's degree in education with an in-service 

training for special ed~cation. A few are speclalized in 

special education. Three speech therapists, eight assistant 

teachers, and two physical therapists also work to help these 

children. 
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Leve]s are dlvlded as follows: 

Sevp l'f> l y relardC'd nursery 1 ( 2 1/2-4 yrs. old) ratIo 2:1 

SevereJy retarded nursery 2 4 - 7 yrs. oJd ratio 2: 1 

Educablp nu l'se l'y 3 7 - 10 yrs. old ratl.O :3: 1 

Educabl~ prE'school 1 4 - 7 yrs. old ratio 3-4:1 

(sorne go to mainstreaming) 

Educahle pres('hool 2 7 - 10 yrs. old ratIO 5:1 

Educable specIal elementary 1 7 - 10 yrs. old ratio 4-5:1 

(sorne go to mainstreaming) 

Spec iaI }Jl'ograms for tllE parents of the cerebral paIsy 

and thE' Down's Syndrome children are established through 

lC'ctures, helping these parents understand their chiId's 

pr'oblem, and share wlth other parents certain speclfic 

situations. 

rhtldl'l'Il are refC'rred by dl..H:tors and must pass a certain 

df'\ pl opmen t assesslIlen t. The age l imi t i sei ght years old. A 

Chlld ,'an slay III the seho01 until he IS 18 but must be 

arl't'ptpd bC'foee the agp llmlt. Because of a Iaek of space, 

ftlcilltJes and funds, children refused are put on a waiting 

li",t. These children can get speCIal help on a one-to-one 

hasis unlIl they are accepted. 

F lIHlIIC i ng cames from tu i tian fees of Baht 2 , 500 pe r rnonth 

(US$ 100) plus Baht 250 pel' rnonth (US$ 10) for food. This 

implies that only or almost only the fortunate have access to 

Ille sppcial education faci1itles. Thirty percent of the 
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children in this school get scholarships which aLlow sorne 

parents to pay less money, depending on thelr incarne. Sorne 

funding comes from fureign countrips. 

The currIculum is an I.E.P. (Ind1\'idual Education Pro~r"lm). 

The program starts by teaching basic skills (buthe, ~o tu 

toilet, brush teeth, etc); it helps de\'clop emotional and 

soc i al awarcness (a rt, mus lC, ~ames, dances), i t t eac'hps ho" 

to use lang';lage, to de\'elop fillE." and gl'OX<; molur slull b, 

receptive ~lJ expreSSIve language abillLIPS, t 0 l pal h how tü 

tell tlme, COllnt, read and \.rite alld be aware of the date. 

The school 1 s wpll eqlllpped. M~tcrials rhnge from stol'Y books 

to tapes [lnd palnts, musIcal instruments and mln'ors. The 

school has a nlce plnyground and ha~ ncccss to a sWlmming 

po Cl 1. The ph:,. s i 0 1.. h e ra pis t h ri S a r li li n i n g car' pet, ph y S lot he r' ,t p Y 

balls and other equipment.. Teachers and capable st.lIdpnts 

uuild educational toys based on games from the United Kingdom 

and l he lI. S . A . 

Since these children are limlt.ed psychologlcally, it IS 

difficult ta say how far they can go III terme; of learning 

cap~bil1tie&. Those who have learning pütentlal are senl inlo 

mainstreaming programs. AlI these childrpn are 11vln~ ln 

thelr fami ly env ironment and the varents are asked lo follow-

1 
up their Integration into sociely. 



1 SOTSUKSATOONGHAHAHEK SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF 
Hinistry of Education, Department of General Education, 

Special Education Division 
Ms. Sararn Bunyanusanti, Director 
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The Bangkok sehoo 1 was founded ln May 1961 under the control 

of tllC' Special Etiucat~on Dl\'jslon, D€"partment of General 

Edllt,ttioll, Mirdstl'r of Educatlon. 

Thl.:!['(' ar'e 325 c:hi]rh'en ln the school, divided jnto 32 classes 

url four levels (kindergarten, primary, secondary, 

voc-at ional). The task of educating these chilriren is shared 

by ,15 teachers, of whom six are deaf and graduated from this 

sc hoo I j mOH l ho Id a Bache 1 or' sor Masler' s degree. l'he 

st udent-LNlcher' ralio is 10-1. 

ThE'se ch i J tiren arC' aIl dea f or hard of hearing, sorne are 

mul tiple handicapped inciuding slo\\' learning or cerebral 

paIsy. Mosl of these handicaps are atlributed ta heredity. 

ThE"' parellt sare laught sign language in order ta communicate 

with and twLtpr under:;.;land their child. However, there are no 

special s0rvices or specialists such as psychologists, social 

workers or lherapists. If children need medical assistance, 

t hey a rI'> referred to a nearby hospi tai. Sorne children are 

sUPl-died wjth hearing aids if the parents can afford it. 

The goverul1lent aliows sorne lIloney for these schools but most 

f irwllc i ng comes from donat ions, ei ther from the parents or 
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from ChE ri ty E'vents. The Pa rents/Teache r5 Cl ub al so pro\' 1 dE"s 

funds t 0 thE' school. 

With maximum amount of children b~lng admltlpd H(,COI'dlll~ to 

their academic level, preference lS ~iven tü tlap ûldPI' 

chi Idren. Others are put 011 a wai t 1 n~ J i~;t . 

The curr lculum i s the same as the one 1 n the rp~u 1 a l' schoo \ 

A tot.al communIcation program \· .. hic:.:h 1 ne 1 udes si gll \ a rU.(lIl1g l' • 

11P reading and fjn~er spellllig 1S addpd to the all'('ad~' h('a\'~ 

- ~hool h'ork load. 

Facilllies are impressive pspeclall y for cOllrsps at t hr­

vocational le\pl. Kindergartell, pl']lllar~' and SPI OJldal'~ \('\.(.\.., 

have a nice pJayground and what seems 10 be [t \,'('11 e(l\llpl'"d 

science classroom. The \0cational level offpr's lool~-. fol' 

carpenlry, material for artlf]cial flOl ... er l1Ial(ln~, ar1_ (·Ia .... ·-.'··-. 

(sculpture, pa i nt), .::..nd gardening fae Il 1 t l "s. 

The books used are mostly from Aluerlca or rpglllar Thal t(>:-.l 

books. Ed'lcational toys und games donaled b~' par·pnt." or' 

concernecl people. 

Social r-eintegration is do ne by the teachcrs, thl'ough VTf> 

(visiting teachers program). The teachers contac1 (hfff>ccnt 

fac:.:tories or place of work in arder ta get the ch 11 d accepU'd 

for a certain .job and they superVIse the situatlon. Howevr-!r, 

1 

J 
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if t tIf' c.:b i] d l-.anLs la pursue his studies and has the 

f'lnancia] resources, then he can continue; he will be sent 

lnto a rnainstrpaming program al a regular schoal. 

INTERVIEW SUMHARY OF INSTITUTIONS 

According t 0 lhE' ilJterview sumroary chart (Figure 1), lt 1S 

pos!=-. j bl e ta cane 1 ude that: 

- No Spf?C j f l (' caUSE:' appears ta be more responsi ble than 

uthf'f'S for Indllving disabilities. 

- 'L'he average pupll/teaf.:her ratio 1.S of 11: 1 not counti ng 

UH' mai nsll'paming project having a 30: 1 ratio. 

- Sprvi('ps arc \'eq' seldoro found. They are present in the 

pr"ivatf> school and in sorne public schools offering 

m,lltlslreuming programs. ln most cases, the~' are non-

existenl. Students usually have access to nearby hospitals 

which offer lhe services of doctors, psychologists and 

Vhysi olhel'apl s ls. 

- Vucilities nre generally acceptable, even if limited. The 

st a f f l r j es La orgdlll ze a favorable env i ronment for the 

child. ~any schools have a swimming poo] or have access to 

olle; studenls can paint, have musical instruments and play , 
ln a more or less organized playground. 
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- CurrIculum 18 the one used for the regular school. 

Suojects such as braIlle for the bllnd and SH~n lan~lIag(' 

for the deaf are added la the pT'ogram. For 1 hf' llIf'lIt al l~' 

bandicapped, the curriculum IS adaptf'cI to 1II(>('t th~> 

ps;\"chologlcal Ilmits of the handicélf.>p<,d chlld. 

78 

~Iany schools l'eceive government slibsidies. I!OWl..'VP", 1t 1<, 

the paren t s, through pa j d tu i tian fees 0 r' pe t'sona 1 hl' 1 P 

thal contrlbute the IhU3t. Hany olher sOllrcps suc-h H8 

charlt_~ sales, fund raising activIt.ips Ilnd donatiolls f"(lm 

private and go\'ernmellt organlzations, loca1 or forelg/l, 

conLribuLe lo the sUr\'ival of the diffc>renl foundaLlofl!-' Ilnd 

school s. 

- All agree thaL the compulsory education law incllld('<" tlll' 

handicapped. It is however, not enforced be('allsl~ Ihere arr 

not enough schools in Thailand ta allow Lhesr childrpn lu 

J'eceiv€' an education. Thus the faet that any l'PqlH>st from H 

parent. ta exempt a child frolTl going to 8chool is accppf.ed. 

• 
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Flgure 2 

SUMMARY OF HOSPITALS, UNIVERSITIES AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
========================================================== 

:-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
:QUESTION / 

:AGENCY 

:TYPE 
:OF 
: FACILITIES 

:SPECIAL 
:SERVICES 

:REASONS 
: FOR 
:HANDICAP 

:FINANCING :HANDICAPPED :ACCESS 
: POPULATION :TO 

: EDUCATION 
:-------------------:-------------:---------------:-------------:------------:-------------:-----------: 
:RAJANAKUL 
:HOSPITAL / 
: SCHOO'_ 

: INSTITUTE 
:FOR THE 
:MENTALLY 
:HANDICAPPED 

:DIAGNOSIS 
: REHABILITATION 
:HANDICAPPED 
:EARLY 
: INTERVENTION 
: PARENT 
: COUNSELLING 

:UNKNOWN : GOVERNMENT 
: GENETIC 
:ENVIRONMENTAL:TUITION 
:BIOLOGICAL 

:2\ MENTALlY 
:HANDICAPPED 
: 1% MENTALLY 
: H,~NOICAPPED 
:CHILDREN 

:4\ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------­. . .. . .. .. .. .. 
:UWAPRASAT 
:WATHAYOPRATHAM 
: HOSPITAL 

: INSTITUTE 
:FOR CHILD 
:PSYCHIATRIC 
:CARE 

:PSYCHOlOGY 
:SOCIAL WELFARE 
:SPEECH THERAPY 
:PSYCHIATRY 

:BIOLOGICAL :GOVERNMENT 
:ENVIRONMENTAL: 

:TUITION 

:NOT 
:CLEARLY 
:OEFINED 

:VERY LOW 

:-------------------:-------------:---------------:-------------:------------:-------------:-----------: 
:CHILDREN'S 
: HOSPITAL 

: GENERAL 
: HOSPITAL 
: FOR 
:CHILOREN 

:PEDIATRICS 
:PSYCHOlOGY 
: SPEECH H!ERAPY 
:PHYSIOTHERAPY 

:BIOLOGICALI : GOVERNMENT 
: CONGENITAL 
:ENVIRONMENT 
: NUTRITIONAL 
: DEFICIEHCY 
:POOR HYGIENE 
: TRAUMA 

:UNOER 
:REPORTED 
: NUMBER 

:VERY LOW 

:---------------------------------:---------------:-------------:------------:-------------:-----------: 
:SRINAKHARINWIHOT 
: UNIVERSITY 

:SPECIALZED 
:IN 
: TEACHERS , 
:TRAINING 

:SPECIAL 
: EDUCATION 
:DEPARTMENT 

:HEOICAL : GOVENMENT 
: CO~ nUCATION 
:UNSuCCESSFUL :TUITION 
:SELF-ABORTION: 

:0.8% OF :LOW 
: POPULATION 
:BETWEEN 6-14 
:YEARS OLO 

:-------------------:-------------:---------------:--------------:------------:-------------:-----------: 
:MINISTRY 
:OF 
: EDUCATION 

: GENERAL :SPECIAl 
: EDUCATION : EDUCATION 
:DEPARTMENT :DIVISION 

: NOT 
:SPECIFIED 

:1% OF :59,599 
: EDUCATION :SCHOOL 
: BUDGET :AGE 

:CHILDREN 

:3.7% 
-1 
c.o 

-
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~AJANAKUL HOSPITAL 
MiniRlry of Public Health 

Dr. Chavalal Dheandhanoo, H.D., Director 

HO 

The Bangkok Hajanakul Hospital IS an InstitutIon for mentally 

handicalJped chtJdren. lt ",as fOllnded ln 1960 lInder th<, 

De lJ art ln (' n 1 0 f ~1 e d i cal Se r \ i ces, ~l i n \ st r y 0 f P \1 il 1 i cHe ait h . 

Ti \o,'as offlcially inRugurated by Prime Minic.;tel' FIPld ~tl\r'Hhlll 

S a vit Th a Tl fi rai a n a 0 Tl 1'1 fi r c h 2 1, 1 9 6 2 . 

AU of Hw Chllù\'pn in thlS hos1'it11] nre \II{'ntall~' 

hanùic.apped. Appro'\.lmately 20% huve Down's SYflc!runw, I()~V., alP 

auUstlc and the ethers are retard(>ù. Tbf> ('1'1 t PT' 1 a fOI' lH' IlIg 

aCt'f'pted are that: 1. the child can hf>11' him~,('lf (1 ail d('('~"", 

walk, feedhimself); 2. room isaulilab]p (thE'I'!' l<-;awllltln~ 

list of many years). 

The objectives of lhe hospital are la providf> 

prevention, and treatment serVices for a m(>ntal I.andi('ap, 2. 

rehabi l i tation in variolls aspects lhrough lIIed 1 cal, '-\oc lfil Hlld 

vocational serVIces for a mental handicap, ~j. an t~ar') y 

intervention programme, 4. parent cOllnspll ing, 5. rcsear'( h 

into preventive measures againsl menlal handicaps, 6. a 

teaching centre sharing knowledge ln the field of menlal 

handicap wilh resident doctors, medical sludcnts, nursln~ 

students, and teachers, anà to inform publ tC opinion lhrough 

the media. 
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Rajanakul Hospllal is flnanced by the government offering 

servicPh for mentaJly handlcapped children between the aqe 

four' wH1 el~hU'eni it also off(>1'8 residentlal care, day-care 

and (ollllllunity (arE'; Gl0 beds Ilre a\ailable. ~entally 

hand i (apped infan t s bet wcen bl l'th to fOIlI' years old can get 

infant ... lltlllJlation !Jro~rams. AlI servjces can be obtained by 

al t('rlCjlIl~ an out-pat if'nl diagnostIc and aS8essment clinic. 

Elit'! Y Înt.::'{'vellt ion pl'ograms are offered through in- and out­

l'Ittiellt. ser"JCCR. The medical r(~habilitation services are 

ph~'siotherapy and the appropriate physical aids, speech 

1 ht't'uJ-IJ' and !i('C'V tc'es foT' the non-communication child, and 

ol'C'lllJationa] 1herapy and acti.vlties of daily living. There is 

1l1so an educatlonal l'ehabilttatlon pru~ram with classroom 

.'le LI vII i ('<'; /lnd ~Ll\ prnmPJlt !'>pec i al programs for spec ia I 

(>thH'at lOB. Thcse Jlro~rams ure developed by the government in 

t'oll(l(-'rat Ion \dLh Flajallalnll School under thE:' supervision of 

\)r'. D~lanee, principal of the school. A social rehabililatlon 

p,'ogram is abo offf~red to help children adjust to community 

li\,jn~ and improvc social skills. 

A voc.qtional l'E'habilitation centre gives the opportunity for 

the handicapped to develop personal skills in order to 

functlon as normally as possible in their adult life. They 

can learn carpentry, sewing, cooking or other domestic tasks, 

and agricultural work. 
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Finall~', the re i s a cornrnuni ly program for home vis il i ng and 

parent counseling. This prograrn 1S also responsible for 

sett1ng up a rehabilltatl.OIl centre. Th(' l.'entr'~ accepls 

children who p:1,'e slow devl>loprnC'nt from birth to si\.: th(>~' 

are referl'ed b~' Rajanaklll Hospital. 

Reasons for handicaps are 25% 1Illknown, 20% ~t:'lIet il', 2% duC' to 

en\'irolllnE-'nt silch as materllal deprivalll>!l or a lack of 

st i III U l [l t ion, 5 3 % b l 0 log Ica 1 fa (' t 0 r S S llf' h as con g e fi i t a l 

fac.tors, malnlltrit1.<Hl, birLh a<,;phy".ul or ftl'( idf>td. 

Classes are dl\ided into ~l" ]e\,('1s and inlu h,o \'at(>~ol'IC'S, 

pd li cab l e and t nu na b le. T \oJ f' n t y - f ive t e a che 1 s s Il a n.... t 1 J(' W 0 r' k 

afin they ha"€' a ratio of 10-12 childr(>n to OHe lellc!wr', M(lSl 

of these teachers hold a Special Edtlcallot} t'l't'II fieale or 

have done in-service tralning. A fpw hold a ~lastcr's de~r'f'(' 

in Special Education. Even If the hosp!tal offers sp('cch 

t hf'rapy and occupa t ivnal lherapy, 1 t does not have any 

specialists. Il has, h-::wever, an dssislant speech thl'rapu:lt 

It also has music teachers and one art lcachpl' who aT'p not 

thprapists. 

DI'. Chavalat estimates thal two percent of the pOJ.-llllat ion j-.; 

mentally relarded; which means 1. 1 nt i 11 ion peo(Jl e are 

retarded, 0 f whom 400,000 are under 18 yea rs old. From these 

children, only four percent are in schouls. The governmenl 
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flOW has a pro.Ject ln the proposaI stage for opening 36 

special classes flext year. 
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Fi flanc i n~ i ~ provuled by the governrnent. Also, parents are 

reqlljr'~d ta pay 200 Baht (US$ 8) pel' month for out-patients, 

und 500 Baht (US$ 20) pel' month for boarders. 

J then met with Dr. Dc]anee Thanaphorn, Direclor of Rajanakul 

School WhlCh belongs ta lhe hospital. Dr. Delanee said that 

ch j 1 drt>n af'(' P>.C] Ilded from educat jan wh en the parents request 

an f'x('C'plion for their C'hild. 

The re i s li de f i rlllE' 1 aek of funds. The government has no 

murH'Y lo bui Id sppcial education schooIs because this usually 

tncludf":"; boa/'dlllg, which 1S very expenS1ve. Parents with 

hand 1 ('appc>r! ch j 1 dren are scat te red through Tha i land; if they 

liv(' in Bangkok, lhe traff1c makes it 1mposslble to drive 

loll~ distances in the mOl'nlng and eveningj if they live 

ulilside the' t ily, distances are too great, both 

t l~aJ\spnrtation and communicalion often being very difficult. 

0/' I>(,lane("s suggestIon is that if the Mlnistry of Education 

and/or t he B~1A (Bangkok MetropoI i tan Admini st ration) were ta 

opell at l(:'flst one special class in each of their regular 

s('ho01s (or' aecording to needs), it would be possible for 

parenls ta send thcir Child on a day-student basis only, 

wh ich \"oldd not be costly. It appears that the BMA is now 

considering this possibility. 
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UWAPRASAT WATHAYOPRATHAH HOSPITAL 
Ministry of Public Health 

Dr. Penkae Limisi1a, Assistant Direclor 

Uwaprasat Wathayopr;ltham Hospital 1S 11\ Samut l'l"akarn 

pro\' j ncc>. It lS bllilt nn a land of 20 acr'('s offPl'lng many 

possib11ities for ils clients. 

ThIS hospital lS specializ("d HI chilçf pSYChléltl'lc car"t'. It'-l 

main clients are aulistlC', E"motlonally disturbed ('hIldrc>fI. 

chlldren slIfferlng from severe deprivat ion, to OlllLlSRI Hnd 

schizophrE~nia. AlI children are lesG than 15 y(>llr'~ nid. 

One hllnored beds are :1\1111ab1e for t 11(> mo"Ot SCVPI'" l';t<;PS 

allowillg boarding; there js a total of 187 ln-palÏprll.., alld 

between 70-100 out-patients; 50% of the se childl'Pll d,/'f' 

autisLIC. 

Reas0ns for handicaps are very divpr'se; sornE" are honl 

dlsabled, others suffer from lheir environmpnt (battf-'l'pd or' 

neglected child, chilù abuse, rapE", elc.) 

84 

There are eighl classes divided beLwE"en seven teachers, rIve 

of whom have been provlded by the Ministry of Education. 

Three of the teachers hold a Nast.er's degree ln SpeciaJ 

Education; others hold a Bachelor'~ degre(> in EducatIon with 

1 1/2 years of spec i al educ a t ion t ral ni ng. The rat lOIS 12-

15: 1 and for the severe cases, i t is 4-5:]. The pro~rarn used 
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Il-. the same as the one used in regular school. This allows 

'hose chJldren with lntelleclual capahllltles to leave the 

ho<..,pJtal and continue thplr stuciles ln regular schools. Last 

ypar, onp autlstlC child graduated with a Bachelor's degree 

and two othprs with a Vocatlonal Diploma. 

Services are those of seven psychiatrists, three 

phycholo~lsts, three social workers, one spel"ch therapist and 

sf'veral nUJ'SPs. Spl~cial programs are designed ta help the 

[.HlI'pnts und('l'sland and control the child. 

Therp arc dl"finitely not enough agencies and/or schools ta 

lak~ car~ of aIl thl" handlcapped chlldren. There is only one 

hospital Whlc..h spPclalizl"s ln chlld psychiatric eare; seven 

of lhp twrnly psychlatrlsts in Thailand work in this 

hosp i ta l . 

Thp hospltal 15 preparing a short course for pediatricians in 

arder for the", to ease the load on the few psychiatrists. 

Also
t 

small clinics are being set up in Thai hospitals. 

Thesr clinics will be specially designed ta help children 

with ps~chiatric disorders. 

Fi URnc i ng parlly cornes from government budget, and partly 

from Raht 2,000 lui tian fee (US$ 80); 25% of the children do 

not pay any fee. Fairly weIl equipped, the hospital has a 
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swimming pool, playroom, drums, palnts and mirrors to help 

the ehlld work and develop. 

CH l LDREN' S HOSPI'rAL 
Hinistry of Publ ic lIea} t.h 

Dr. Varundee Amoradhat., Pediatrie ia.n 

Bangkok Ch 1 l dren ' s Hosp I t al has 57 fi bf'ds and Lakps ca r'~' n r 

500 ta 800 out-patients offering speclIil sen Lces slIch as 

ph~slcialls, psychologists, s!-,eE'ch therapists and 
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physiotheraplsts. The hospital has no psychud.rlsl. Thpr(' I~ 

a laek of Lhese specialists in Thallant! (only abOlit 20 

psychiatrists for 56 mIllion people). 

The purpose of m~T \' i si t was to get i nfot'lIllt t i OH on t hf' 

handieapped population in Thailand and the rf'ason!-. for' lhelJ' 

handicap. Dr Varundee Amoradhat, pedialr'ic Lan at (JI(' 

Children's Hospltal, first explained that il is very 

difficult ta gel specifie numbers; handjcapped chi Idrpn ar'!' 

under-reported and many children have mult Iplp handl['appC'd. 

There are th'O main reasons for handIcaps: bLolo~)(itl and 

env i ronment.al. These two reasons may e f fc.>c l the Ilnbo l'n, the 

new born and the school age child. 

Insufficient funds or improper care of the expect. Lrl~ mother 

may be responsible for i ntra-uterl ne problems. Therp 1 s a 

lack of facilities making communicatIon and transportation 

very cl i ff ieul t. Al sa, many young parents st i Il in rwed () f 
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vi t.am i ns and ml nera l s do not know haw ta prepare themsel ves, 

lhey pal anylh j n~, RomeU me s try ta induce ubort ion, and the 

resull caf! be ft defectlvp child. With the rlSl.ng rate of 

fn'ostitutlCm, the nurnber of AlDS and hepatitis mothers and 

chlldr'pn l!-. a1so increasing. Newly barn children face 

nutritlonal deficicncy, pour hygiene facilities (lack of 

WH tp r- pl 1H' sys tem and prove r dr i nk ing wa ter); bi rth 

('ornplication!> and inTectlons, and non-intpntional accldents 

ar'p major callses for handicaps. 

Scholll childrpn may also suffer from nutritionai deflciency, 

DISt~ilf-,(>S slwh as (~ncephalitis, measles, mumps and accidents 

ar'p t \w most current callses for physical problems. These 

young ch i ldrell are the target for chJ Id abusE' wtllch is 

lIsual1y r'plaled to AlDS or other venereal diseases along with 

s('v('r'p L'/lIOt ional Ll'liuma. 

nI indnpss tS ~p(>cifically related to side effects of low 

blrth l'ales, consequencps of medical treatment sl.lch as oxygen 

o\~'I·dose. congenital malformation, brain malfunctlon, 

1)(' r'('<"pt ual de fo rmi ty and trauma. The prevalence of ot i t i s in 

Tha il alld i s ma i nl y respons i b le for dea fness and hearing 10ss. 

Thp lISl" 0 f an Lib i ot i cs suc h as st reptomye in 0 r caro mye in may 

also illduce deafness. 

1 
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Congenital or brain malformation and disfunction wIll allf:'r 

the prope r func t,ion i ng of t,he body e i ther phy si calI y or 

men ta] ] y. Trauma and mal nu tri t Ion may ét 1 so in some ca~cs 

affect normal devE'loplllelll. Olle must lr;\' ta control avoldablp 

~51tuat]ons and take care of those childrC'n wlth specutl 

needs. 

SRINAKJIARINWIROT lJNIVEHSI'rY 
SPECTAL EDUCATI ON DEPAR1'M"~Nrl' 

Ministry of University Affairs 
Dr. Padoong A rrayav i nyoo 

This university was fll'st established ln 1949 aH tilt"' schoo} 

of advanced teach('r L rain1 ng a t P rasarnmi land i ts J> l'og nI fil 

was meant fol' uppel'-level teacher training. rn 195·1, Lhf' 

school was changed to become the Collpgf'> of EduraL ion WI Lh 

the duthorily to grant Dlplomas in Education and 

subsequent-ly Bach{']ors' and Nasters' degrces in Education. 

In 1973, the Bachelor's degree in Special Education wa~ 

pstabllshed. A Master's Degree was offereù in 197,1. This saine 

year, the fjrst Doet,orale of Education Degref' was confeJ'red 

alld Sl'inakh.'ll'l.nwil'ut University was officially established in 

19ï4, by Royal Decree. 

The Special Education Department has dea\1 mostly wlth deaf 

and heari ng irnpal l'ed child ren. l t l S now dpve l op 1 ng il program 

fo r the g i fted and 15 men tally hand ical-'ped du 1 tiren . BoLh 

progl'ams wIll be offered for the schoo] year 19Q]-1992. 
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Dr. Padoong Arrayavinyoo explained that accord i ng ta his 

experipnce, most hearing problems are duE" t 0 mpd ical 

complications sueh as German ~feasles. Hany childrE'n, how.-\'er, 

are born without t'nrs 0(' have other dpforillllies becausf> the 

mother tried to Lake Borne med1Clne to Induce abort ion and 

failed. Onlya few cases are hereditary. Tolal deafness lS 

found in appro:\.imately U.5% of the hearing impau'ed 

population. Coneerning the phys ically hand i capped and the 

bllnd, l ,asons are about the ::lame excE'pt UIC' t ypf' () f dl seHSC> 

would be difff'rent; for eXcimple, blindnps<.; is often CEUISpd by 

cataract. The ffipntally handicapped causes ar0 mosLly 

attributed to heredity. 

The curricll~um followed is aecording to the natjonal program. 

There is no special curriculum for the handicapp(·d. TeacheT's 

must follow the objectives get by the government for re~1I1 ar 

classes and add specifie subjects according to tht' di sabi 1) ty 

(e. g., brai 1] e and sign language). 

According to a study by Dr Padoong, approximately 0.8% of 

children bet ween ages 6 ta 14 are di sab led ; I1PI,rox 1ma te J y 

0.12% are mentally handicapped, 0.10% are blind. 0.13% are 

hearing irnpajred, 0.18% are cerebra] paIsy, 0.05% are 

physically handicapped and 0.21% are in other cale~()ries. 

A 
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THE MJNTSTRY OF EDtTCATION 
GENERAL EDUCA'1'J ON DEPAllTMENT 

SPECIAL EDUCATION DIVTSION 
Mr. Kamal Ohltakamol, Direclor 
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'fhr> ('ufllplll<,é]f~ E·j\lt:tlion Ln" of ?Ei23 (1981) has not yet been 

r'(!vi::-,(·d. Thl.., Jaw lneJllc!ps the handicapped children but adds 

.III alll"IIfJIJH~nl \,hJch staies that, IIpon requesL from the 

P,l! (>[1 t!-, 1 (h l J drcn ('an be e:-..empted from gett 1 ng an education. 

(Tht· di<-,II ie t officer has full power of declsion wh€n it 

(OIllP<-, tG t'Xt>mptlng a child). In any case, there are not 

enough faciliti('s for aIl the handicapped children, so this 

mPHIIS thal the law cannot be enforced. The lirnited facilities 

are mos LI y due to a ] ack of funds and very few spec i al i zed 

leache 1'8. Teachers ean ge t the i r Bac helor' s degree from 

Sallllslt Tf'achers College ~'ith a Major in EdllcaLion and a 

MilwJ' in Special Education; also from Srinakharinwirot 

Urllvpr<-,it J, which offers Hajors in Special Education and a 

Haste [,' h deg re€'. 

\c('ording to the National Education Council's (NEC) 

staLisLic8, there has been an inerease of about 10% in the 

altl'UdallCe in schools for handicapped children. An estimated 

one p("r'cent inCr(>Rse per ~'ear is projected in the next 

l'I:edlonal Het!'der Plan (1992-1997). "At this rate, it will take 

uead::.' 100 ::,'ears before a11 of the handicapped have the 

o~port un] t y to at tend sehool", said Mr. Kamol. He is now 

working on a project in order to change the status of the 

Sp('l'Hd Educat ion Di 'ision to the Departrnent of Special 
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EducatlOnj in such a case, the budget allocation would be 

increased and personnel facilities wCluld become :' HE' 

important. For instance, instead of s\lpplyin~ two tf'IH'hl':'s te 

Rajanakul School, they cOllld have sllpplied up to tWE:'ut y 

special education teachers. !-lr. Kamol Dllltakamol sa~'R tltal hy 

becoming a department, instead of a one percent pel' j'PHI' 

increase in school attendance, therp would be aboul 10% ppr 

year increase bringing up to 60% t.he att.endance by IH~7. 

The Ministry of Education, in c.ooperaLion with thp BHA 

(Bangkok ~Ietropolitan Authority), privntc schoo18, 

foundatlons and othpr related special education 

organizations, is working on a project t.o open eight c lassp,", t 

in regu]ar schools, for special education. 

Also, two <;pec.:ial educfttion schools are expeeLed fo he hlltlL 

dudng the next school year (1991-1992), one for mf!lIlally 

retarded children accepting 70 chilrlrlOn, and one for' t.he 

deaf, accepting 101 children. Roth these schools will be in 

the southern part of Thalland. 

l t must be noted that the budget allocated fOI' Hpec 1 al 

education is one percent of the tota] educat ion budget. 
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INTERVIEW SUHMARY OF 

HOSPJTALS, UNIVERSITIES AND MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

Accord i ng Lo the i nt.erVlew surnmary chart (Figure 2), i t is 

possible to concJude LhaL: 

- AlI agencles offer sorne klnJ of special services which were 

helected according to the specific needs of each agency. 

- Certain environrnental causes such as nutritional 

deficiency, untreated diseases and pollution are considered 

as avoidable and are Laken into serious consideration; 

speci fic measures are 1I0W being taken in order to reduce 

Lhese H\'O idablp hand j caps. 

- Flnancing mainly cornes from the government. Measures must 

lw Laken ln order to find new ways of fin~ncing 

organ i !7;[Ü j ons alld he lp them bec orne sel f su ff ie ient (see 

COl1c]uding chapter). 

- Nobody seems to know the exact number of handicapped people 

or children in Thalland. Estirnates are used based on 

internaLlonal standards. 

- All agree that there are not enough facilities ta 

accommodate the number of handicapped. The reason is said 

1 to be a lack of funds. 

, 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS 

By tradition and temperament, 1hai people have been generalJy 

noted for their humanitarian action. Their religious beJiefs 

reinforce this nation~l characteristic to the extent that 

Thai people have always stoically accepled disabilities in 

their children as manifestation of their own wrongful deeds, 

either in this life or in the previous cycle of Incarnation. 

For t',:s reason, handicapped children usually live with their 

parents. 

Handicappeq population jn Thailand 

Studies made to evaluate the number of handicapped people in 

Thailand are based on approximations. Data is usually based 

on th~ study of four provinces, one of each significant part 

of Thailand (No:th, North East, Central, South) out of which 

three areas are chosen; from these areas one or two ~illages 

are stuèied, and statistics are based on these few villages. 

UNICEF (1989, made a study also based on cstimates. 

Approximately half a million Thai people or 1.14X of the 

population are disabled by impaired hearing and at least 2.0X 



j 
ar~ affecled by hearlng 10ss. According to international 

sL'l.ndards, these rates arp high. The rate for bl indness lS 

al Sf) aLout hal f a mili ion peoplf'. 

The Public Health Ministry believes there are about 500,000 

m(,lItally handicapped people, half of whom are chlldren and 

abolit 20% are of school flgf' (The Nation, Oct. 13,1989). 

Accordlng La IJ1~ ~~JjoJ..! of Decembel' 10, 1989, a survey 

(onducLpeJ b~ the Na! ional Commi ttee showed that only 4% of 

thesp pc>oplc IC'cf:'ived bolh formaI education and professional 

('art::'. ThE.' following charl shows lhe re~lIlts of a siudy done 

by the Natiollal EducatlOf1 CommIssion ln 1987 on "EducatIon 

Opportunity of Variolls Students Classlfied by Regjon and 

DisabiliLy" (National EducatIon Commission, 1987a). 

1 
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EDUCATION OPPORl'UNITY OF VARIOUS HJ\i'~DICAPPED STUDENTS CLASSIFIED BY 

REGION FOR THE SCHOOL YE<\R 1983 

BLIND :DEAF/HARD Of HEARING: MENTALLY RET~RDED PHYSICAL HANDICAP: fOTAL 
REGION :--------------------:--------------------:-------------------:------------------:-------------------: 

POPULATION POPULATION POPVIATION POPL'LATION PO Pt.: LAT ION 
:--------------------:-------------------- -------------------:------------------:-------------------
:NO. OF AGE % :NO. OF ~GE % :NO. Of AGE: % :NO. OF AGE: % :~O. Of: ~GE % 
:PVPILS 7-14 :PCPILS 7-14 :PùPILS 7-11: :PUPILS 7-14: :P~PILS: 7-14 

:---------:-------:------:-----: ._----_._----_._--- ,------ '- --:-------:-----:--- :------:------:-----
CENTRAL . 51 737 r..92: 121 894 :13.53: 21 3]23 :0.67: 126 453~:2. 78: 319 92~3 3.43: 

:---------:-------:------:-----:-------:------:---- :------ :--- :-------:-----:----:------:----- :-----: 
NORTH 38 1019 3.73: 301 1308 :23.01: 28 3ïGO :0.74: 22 5316:0.41: 389 :11403 3.41: 

:---------:-------:------:-----:--------:------:--- :-------:----- :-- -:-------:-----:----:------:-------:-----
: NORTHF.AST: 39 1751 2.23: 167 282G 5.91: 1 7483 :0.01: 19 9597:0.20: 226 :21567 1.04: 
:---------:-------:------:-----:-------:------:---- ------- -:----- :-------:-----:----:------:------:-----: 

EAST 19 2::ii . 7.39: 54 29b :18.2-1: 1 1163 :0.85: 16 1866:0.86: 90 35J2 2.51: 
---------:-------:------------:-------:------:---- :-------:----- :--- :-------:-----:----:------:------:----

SOLTH 1-1 1150 1.~2: ~61 1160 :22.50: 3 2073 :0.14: 19 3595:0.53: ~9Î 79ï8 3.ï2: 
:---------:-------:------:-----:-------:------ :-------:----- :-------:-----:---- ------:------:-----

B~NGKOI\ 37 -HO 8.11: 503 531 :9·1. 73: 160 1872 :8.55: 64 2722:~.J5: 764 3565: 13.73: 
:========================================================~========================~=====~=================~====' 

TOTAL 198 535-1 3.70: I-lOï 7015 :20.06: 21<1 :19,171 :1.10: 266 :27635:0.96: 2085 :59-li8 :.1.51: 

===============================================================================================================: 

TrWlslated from : 
The Natlonal Education Commission - Educatlonal ~eeds and Opportunlty Study for Handlcapped Chlldren p. 32 

".[;; 
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"'''If' ar~IJmeYd t.hat "where there are no schools for able-bodied 

r:hildr'pn, how CR.n thpre bp schools for the dlsabled " is 

st III uPP('r'most in th"" mlnci of educat ional planners HI 

Thalland (Minlslry of Edllcation, 1981 p.Î). With a literac~' 

r'atf' of 91%, J l. Il-. IlO .... tllne to ~i.\'e access ta educat.i.on for 

thf' If'!-.s fortunate. The ~overnrnent must al1o'~ more resourees 

fOI' "l)('cial poueatlon. The e\.ud.ing ~overnment and private 

facllitips (Hn onl:v ~andle a few thausar.d of them. Steps are 

nuV. bt'Ing La]<en 10 upgrade the present sjtuation. The 

C0lHH 11 of lI)(~ Social Affair!:> ~flnistry decided on October 

12tll 19R9 ta set up the National Commlttee to deal with the 

rH>~l('ct.pd l'r'oblem of the mpnLally handicapped. 

From the l('~al point of view, thE'r€' is at present no 

pruvision Lo force d1sabled ch11dren ta come forward for 

r'pm('dtat Ion anù r('haLl1itation. There is no PUl.!)ose in 

f~nforcll1g t.ht' 1a\. SJnee there are not enough faci1ities 

dvallablc. If anything, the law fa\ors fltrther isolatlon of 

dlhablt:>d children by exempting them from compulsory 

educat ion. There l~ clear1y an urgent need to amend the 1aw 

and lo set up 1egal machi nery to ensure that every disab1ed 

Chlld js registerf'd as such (Ministry of Education, 1981). 

"Law l S nol onl y a mechani sm for the Government to set up 

standards for people to follow but it Is the policy of the 
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statF-. No matter how ",<,Il wrlttplI thE' lah lS, If thf'rp 1<.; lit' 

onE' ta obf>y \t and no onp ta f.>lIforC'p, J t l~ u<-,t'!ps<.;." 

(National YOllth Bureau, 198R p.350). 

Artlclp 62 of t.he (UlIstlt\1tlOtl of tht' l\.ltH(dum of rhllJlHlId 

B.E. 2[21 (19ï8) "rtys thal "thp Statf' ~h.dl slll'T'c)r't /Ille! 

promole nal ional yout h de\ e:0pmPllt so t ha t t ht'.\ Illcl~' bp 

ph:,'sirally, mE'ntall~ and inLcllp(,tu(t1]~· sound fOl' ttlf' IHU'II()St' 

of pconomiC' Hnd socIal dcvplol'ffient and for' ttlp '-,"CIlf'lt;" of 

the SLate" (U"iESCO, 19H6 p.ll). 

Plans ffiU5'\t be dp\'eloped ln ordel' to lJnprUVl' ",pdl< al 

f,tcillties and set up suclal prolo{ramo.; to hplp thpOl ]f'lld il 

('lo~e Lo normal life HI ~Oclety. AC'cordln~ lu Ilr \·arlllld(·(> 

A III 0 " a d h a t f rom the C h l l ri r e fi 1 S hoc; P L t al, t Il (> t'f.' 1.., Tl () h' Il l' Ut Il 

to glve special trairllnl>S ta pprllatl'll'JanS III f)l'dt>[' tu hpl!, 

t~lem better cope \\'ith UIP handlCrtpped tl,rulighouL ThallHnd. 

~any handlcapped peo}Jle np\er /'(>(Pl\(, medlcal tr'patillent ln 

modern health fdcilitie<.;; many canlloL <:I.fford 11, othf'r· .... havp 

d1fflculties communicaUng; there are al<;o tho'"p """10 {'P(·J 

P III bar l' 11 S S pd b y the 1 r cl i b Il b J lIt 1 f> S (N a t 1 0 Tl a 1 Y () Il t h B lH (' Il 11 , 

1989). One section or unit in pvery pro" Inclal ho .... pJ1al ur 

medical centre should pro\'ide spec.. la] trcltt.mf.-,nt for th,. 

handicapped. 

1 
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Primary hpulth carp for parents and/or future parents should 

bC' madp more ('asi 1y I-l\ailable in orde!' to try and reducE:' 

ln r 1 h de f f' ( t san d a v 0 i da b l psi' lia t Ion s suc h as in ml st r e a t e d 

nr unlr'paled d~sf>aS('><'; and fevpf's. Gpnf-'rally, pre-natal care 

i l-- fi. ri v i <., :ü.d e 1 li a] a Tl L prIn Il t r' 1 lia n i c; i m p 0 r t d n tan cl 

ImflllHllzat Ion npcpssary. .\] 1 program!-' mllst be E'"xlended to 

[('<H h peojJle ln rpmot e areas. 

Social workers sa) Ibat HI most cases mentally handlcapped 

ppop]p dre> dPIJrlvpd of t.he opportunlty to develop properly, 

a fi d t h p r' (> 1 sIl t tIf:' 1 f a TI y pro f e 8 S Ion a las SIS tan ce for t h p 

parpnt.!:-. to help t.hf'JT' cbIld. This 18 also true for the 

physical]y handicapped children. RaJanakul and Uwaprasat 

WnthayolJl'alham Hospitals offE'r an informatIon program to 

,HU'Pllt" Hnd IJl'l)fe,>siunals \dlo \\'ish ta learn about mental 

r' f·1t ab 1 1 lIa t i () n • 

FI /l,Hlf' 1 il l LlppOI't 18 being c;ought in foreign countries. The 

1.(0\ Pl'nrnPllt WI Il also share the responsibi Ilty of mentally 

handil'apPf'd peoplp 8ccording 1.0 age, within different 

Illltll<.;tnt."s. The PubllC Health t>lln1stry will be responsible 

fol' tht' chtldren of pre-school age, the Educat10n Min1stry 

for Ihl' schuol-age children and mainstreaming, and the 

Ir!ter'lor ~1inu;try wIll handIt:' the \.'ocational training (The 

• 
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l'lA.!.J,9n OetobE'l' 1 {, 19H8). Tilt> ~o\pr'nmprd IS l'I't'par 11l~ 1\ hli 

lü conlributt· te> bt.'tlpr hUllIélllltal'lall tr'('.dmt'1l1 (Thl' :-.lai l"ll 

~d~' 1:1, 1991). 

S lJ e c 1 ale cl \1 ,--' rt l i () n pro ~ r d. mss h 0 Il 1 d b f> 1 m p 1 (' ni P Il t (' d W 1 1 Il t It f' 

Improvement üf suitabl(' tplcl!llIl( lIIatpf'la1<-; and 1'111"'1\11111111 

adjlls1ment. Speclal sel'\' Lces should br' PI',)\ I<kd III Iht' 

mu 1 t i VI t> h.:lnd lcapfJed, and COllnse II L nlS ~;lIOII 1 li br> mo J'(' 

ale P S <.; 1 b 1 p t 0 !J a l té-' n t s; E' Ft l' 1;.' d,· t pet l 0 II Il 1 a fi S <; Il () li 1 d h (' \~ 1 dt, 1 :-

1I11plf'mented, cUld vocal lona] tr'111fling pro\ Idf'd f')f' .lll Iypp'-, 

u f li ri ri cl i (. a p p (' d J.-I (' u p l (' . 

IllstitlltlOIlS should try and become splf ..... !lfflllC'nt III llf'dpl 

10 he aldp to sur\ in· on minImal o\d <;1I1p fllndln~. ~1()I'p 

1 n!'-' L ] t li t Ion s s h 0 Il l cl g r 0 \o.' \ f' gel a b 1 e ~ li n d / u r ma k (' h 11 Il d 1 (' [' (\ f l '-, 

",hich cali then he Ilsed for thelr ()wn nppds, or ~uld ln hl'ln~ 

in somE:' ehtra funds. Oider d1l1dren shollid he ta\l~ht ICl 1tf'lp 

tilt> ~ounger ones. Rdlsing animaIs lS li /Sood Io.aj 01' tf'll('hJrI~ 

children lo take carc> of others. ~C( ()rdln~ 10 spa< P, anImaI!"> 

sllch as co\o,'!-, and chit'ken c.ould br- li source of ':il!pply for fil 1 1 k 

cllld eg~s; small I~nit<; can l'lIsa bp s(.·t IIp 'ISln~ the wa~tp of 

thE' animals in order to produce thE-' T1 P cessar'y pletldClty for 

thp instilution's use. By reduC'in~ operaI in15 ('ost~, mlnl/lliti 

go\ernment funding and outslde financ Irl~ <;r'ould be sufflCIPnt 

to alle," an adequately e~lulpped centre tr.J surVlV(' or bet.tPI , 

ta allow handicapped children ft more fuI fi Il in~ 1 i fp. 

i 
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fJTP!-.f'nt ('IIf'rlCullllfl lS ln nf'pd of chang'", ann should be adapted 

tG ftrl~;""PI sp(>( Iflc. '-:Itllat Jons. lt shollld allùw llIlderstandlng 

(If Ihr' handl(appf>d ppr"~on'~ owu Sd\lütloll and li rpallstlC' 

VIPW of lus or hPT f\lture pOS~3Jbllities; il should encourage 

(';if'PCr !Jflf'ntatlon !i{ccJt'dln~ ta pprsollal capabIlities not 

lllllited h;, ~{JC inl PfI'- 1 ['unment and past (>'{periences. 

Th« Ilp~radill/o{ of pdu<.atlan personnel IS also important. 

MOlf' qlUtl iflpd per'bonnel are necessary to better help the 

hhlldil'apped populalion. Mc;st teachers hold a Bachelor's 

d(,~Il'f' in LeH( htnl; and get in-servIce trainlng for special 

pdlll'at l<.JCl Ilpl-Jcoachps. EaSler access ta "'lpecialized traInIng 

il! "p!'cial l,duC'lltion rnay encourage a greater number of 

1('11('11<>1'0.; 1.0 !.{radllilte ln this field. Howevcr, ('ven with their 

1 CI W s:t L l r y il CI d g p ne ra 11 y l i ID it e Li fa c. i 1 l t i es, p e 0 pl e de a lin g 

\.>IIh handlul!Jpf'J chitdl'pn arc genllinel;r cùncerned about the 

wt.'lf'are of the!-.E' chlldren. They are fully dedH'ated, filled 

\.>' i t Il t'nt>t'~~ and oppn to ne",' ideas. 

fo> .. (q)t for the hospit_al sE"ttings which provide physicians, 

I--'s~'('hiatru.;ts, ps~chologist!>, physiotherapists and other 

SP('(,I.ti isll,;, t he~(' professlonals are seldom found in schools 

On 1 Y \vhen .illdgC'd necessary wi 11 the schoo] or 

<. prit rt> rt>fpr the chi Id or cl ient to the speclalist. Prlyate 

.1/Sf'lIl'IP'> 1I~t1,_d l~ offer sorne serVIces but then only the 

pl' h Ile~('d L'h 1 ld hdS access ta thesE' school s. 

1 
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L (l fi g ter rr. 1-' l a. fi n i n!5 r p mal n s v E' r :" ch f fIC \1 1 t l n Th a 1 L~. 1\ d d \ H' 1 II 

a laLk of official InformatlOIl . .\ n"plll't by th" Hlllistry of 

Edueat ton (19Fll) menliollcd thllt a nat ion-wJde '-.lIr·\t'y ~hu\lld 

be undertaken in ord~r to krw"" thE:> (,XéH.l number of 

handic.dpped people> thE:'re really is III T'~alland, Thl!-. wOllld 

alloh bettpC' future lJlannin~ cl.lId budg€tlng for pr()~T'alllst 

t E.'i1clti TlI:~ malprial and serv J ces. Such a SIIT'VPy sI J 1 1 has Ilot 

b"en dOTle, Therapellt le approaches Iising rwn-convpnt lonal 

inLC'T',enllOns Ilnt1 tools suc;h as musiC' lhpr'apy flnd olhpr 

... Lolist je appro[\ches, should be dp\p}o!we!. Fillally, parl'ul" 

s ho III d b e a w li r e () f the i m p 0 r L fi n c P 0 f e ct U (' Il 1 ] () Il for' t Il (' J r' 

disabled c:lllld, and <:.hould l'equp<->l, thdt l'nmpllt..,ory pdtlcatÎotl 

be p:--tended to t.he handicaplJed. ln .J al' i'ill , pdu(ld JOli lIa<-; 

becoOlP compulson' for atl childre>n ~Inl p 19H~1 (~l'bf' Na~ iO!l, 

February 3, 1989). 

BE>C811Se of 19norance, lIlan;\' peop] (> do not rpqllp"t ail (·dll( al ion 

for l h e ire h i l cl. The y l h ] n k L h a t i h p Y (a fil! () t co h .lfl ~ .' t h f' 

situat.ion dnd must accept the fac t, t heir rhlle! J'-> 

hanc.l!caplJPd. This is true but thl'y must lIrHiprstand I.hat Ulf'y 

mé.i~ not alwa;-,s bf' there to ta\...e CIUI'? of t.hE'lT' ,hlldj thp 

Chlld must learn to trlke care of hlTllSP} f. f~n edllcat Jon will 

gi\e him this chance. Those who know therf> arp SPP( Ja) 

schools y also know they are not. free, and man:", of t,hf"-;e 

people cannot afford to send their child t.o a pI'lvalE> sehool. 
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Even jf the chlld lS accepted frec of charge, unless it is a 

hORrdin~ s~hool, parents are required to provlde 

trarlsportatlon. Since there are very few schools in Thailand, 

the school lS usually far away from home, and transportation 

('ost<> ml~<'d be pajd by the parents. It is the government's 

dut y to infarm thp population of the advantages for their 

child's education. 

Programs bhould be developed over a period of several years 

to as::; i st alld encour~lge handic:apped people to integrate into 

so('\pty. Bolh government and non-government organizallons 

must plIsh fol' the upgradlng of fac:il i tles and services. Laws 

must be amended tl) ensure the effect of these changes. The 

gov0rnmenl has decided ta give a tax incentivp ta owners of 

buil(l1n~s, p.u'ts of which are designed for the convenience of 

the hand j cap}Jt'd (Ih~ HÉ!.l i on, May 15 1991). 

Compan i f~S /lIUS t a Iso be encouraged ta hi re more hand icapped 

ppop 1 e. ] n August 1991, the government announced that i t 

\voul d subs id i:7..e companies ('mploy ing hand icapped people (The 

/IJ<:!Ji_Q!Jt AU!05ust 14 1991); their working abilities are 

~l-'\wral1y underest imated. More \'ocational traIning centres 

shnuJd oe organized around the country. Both government and 

private organizations have openpd facilities in major cities. 
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The phllosophy of special education states that it 1S nol 

proper and practical to build special schools to serve aIl 

types of handicapped chlldren. Accordlng lo a sludy done by 

the National EducatIon CùmIDlssion (1987a), constructioll and 

management cos t8 are three t lllles b i ghe r l han cos t s fo r 

regular schools. Children ShOllld he allowed to s1\1d~' in 

ordinary schools, in special classes, so that they cao adjust 

themselves with normal children and live a normal llfe. Th1s 

wOllld be a cost effic ient way to reaeh IDany hand i c[\J-lped 

children who cannot afford to go in fi boarding sc 11001 away 

from home. It would also allow the ('h11d to l'Clllain in Il 

family environment which is heallhler emotionally and 

psychologically. These classes cou1d ~rl'V0 the sevpl'ely 

handicapped who need constant superv i sion. Mauis t rL'am l f1~ 

programs should remain, wi th propcl' support ~.;('n·jr:cs, fol' thp 

more capables. 

Such an idea cannat be achieved on a short term bas i s. J t 

requires a good preparation from the handicappcd and 

financial support and from regular teachers as \,,(~ll. Soc i et y 

must learn ta develop a positive attitude tcwards handicapped 

people. 

Schools generally do not accept handicapped students. The 

teachers already have enough students in a classroom and are 

1 
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not qualified to cope with these children. 1'0 counter this 

prob]pm, the school would have to hire special education 

leachers and open especially adapted classes. 

104 

The school equipment and environment woul~ ~~ed to be changed 

jn order le SUJt special sItuations with the handicapped. 

MosL of lhe basic material and facilities in the school could 

r(·nw. j n the same. 

The firsl step has already been taken by the government; the 

responsibility for organizing education for handicapped and 

disadvanlaged children is rpcognized in the National 

Education Scheme for 1977 (Ministry of Education, 1987). 

ln the Compu}sory Educalion Act, handicapped children are 

included. The clause allowing children to be exempted upon 

th0 parents' requpst should only be used for very extreme 

cases. There should be enough facllities to deal with these 

chi Idrt'n. The law must be enforced and not left to the 

personn) opinion of a district officer. The second step must 

come from lhe people. Parenls in Thailand should realize the 

neerl and benefit of education for their child. 

Knowing lhe importance of education in this country, and the 

concern of the government for its people, short term 

salut ions must be found in order to answer the needs, and 

offer more facllilies for the disabled. 
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Reports from different continents show that disabled chJldrpn 

from rural or sIum areas are being denled persona] 

development possibilitles because they suff~r impairmrnt. 

They do not have access 10 specialized help or to p~istin~ 

tee h n 010 g y wh i ch COll 1 cl p n han CE' t. he i,' 1 i f e. F a ni i 1 1 P S a Il ci 

communities in developing countrlE:-s have sorne a\"Hl1abl(~ 

resources. The enr lchment 0 f e)<. i st i ng tra lllÎ ng IH'ograms and 

also of bas1c health, welfare and educ~tion servicp~ WI II 

allow disabled children to ue included in tbc:>se sen'ieps. Il 

is through ihese human rt:'sollrcps ihat c:>ffectl\'f' help ('an ),p 

given to disabled children or thosC' ln rlangpl' of bplng 

affected by disabilities. 

Thailand's needs are constantly changing ~nd the way of 1 ife 

for people and children is changing at an Bslonlshing r_tU". 

This used ta be a third \wrld country; alrPfldy il i~ bPllIg 

ca lIed semi - indus trial i zed, and i t soon w1l1 bp a rC'cogn 1 Z:('d 

induslrialized country. Let us hope that the new genpr'at 1011 

will be weIl prepared for the 2181 century, and thul rural 

development \'1'111 bring greater knowledge to ils popllla1 iUII 

wlthout destroying Thailand's natural en\jronm(~nt, (ultul'f' 

and vaIlles. Let us also hope that life wIll offer better 

opportunities for those with special needs, allowing th(~ 

disabled to become a l'eal part of Thai's society. 

1 
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APPENDIX A 

ACT OF LEGISLATION FOR PRIMARY EDUCATION 
YEAR 2523 (1980) 

KING nHUMIPOL / ROYAL COMMAND 
EFfo'ECTIVE OCTOBER 9 OF THE YEAR 2523 

DURING THE KING"S 35 YEARS REIGN 

Article 1 

Legislation for education of the year 2523 

Article 2 

Legi~lalion effective October 1st 2523 

Art.icle 3 

Cancels 

( 1 ) Legislation of the year 2478 
( 2 ) Legislation of the year 2483 
( 3 ) Legislation of the year 2505 
( 4 ) Legislation of the year 2509 
( 5 ) Legislation of the year 2521 

Article 4 

Primary education 

"Prlmary school" must follow the plan of education in 
Thailand. 

"Parents" are the legal guardian of the child. 

Article 6 

Children must go to school no later than 8 years oid. 

106 
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Article 8 

Wit.h the request of the parents, the dIstrict edu{,llllonaJ 
committee and sub-district educat Lonal commi tt(>e have thp 
authority to exempt the child from nttenctinM school 

For the following children 

1) One thal has physical or mental ,Ji sabi li ty. 

107 

2) On~ that has a conta~ious illness as defined in lhe law. 

3) One Lhat has to LakE' care of disabled parent s who ('annul 
earn a living and nobody to Lake care of Lhem. 

4 ) One w i th 0 the r nec e s s i t Y ft S de f 111 e d l n Ul pMI Il i s L r y , H 

law. 

Note: In item 3, disabled parents who have more t han Oflf' 

chi1d who go to school, on1y one can be e~empted. 

Note: If it occurred that the disabled child i8 fl'epd t'rom 
his disabled status, the two commi ttt-'es must annul the 
exemption. 

Article 10 

The parents must fol1ow Article 6 otherwise they will puy a 
fine of more than Baht 1,000.00. 

Article Il 

Exception: If there are on1y 4 years primary lE'vel offered 
in the province, the child i8 exempted from t.hE' 2 fol low ing 
years of compulsory education. 
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APPENDIX B 

Interview Questionnaire 

1. Name of school foundation or association? 

2. Name of f'ontacted person/posl tian? 

3. lIow many c 11 j 1 dren in school ? 

Ma]~R / Females 

TypeR of handicaps? 

Hea~on for handicap? 

IIow many classes ? 

lIow many teachers ? 

4. Teaehcrs qualificatlon/certification/specialization in 
special education? 

5. Kinds of services offered ? 

- Phy SIC l a.n 
- Ps~·('h.iatr1st 
- Psychologist 
- Social Worker 
- Ph~'s i ccll Therapist 
- Nurse 
- Public Health Officer 
- Cer11fied TeHcher 
- Olher Therapists 
- OUler lIelp 
- Others 

108 
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6. Do you have a program alming at educatlng parC'nt of thp 
disabled children for better understandln~ and (>ncuur'o'\~in~ 
the j r in\' 0 l \' e men t l n l m pro \' 1. n g t Il P "i i t li (\ t Ion ., 

7. Wh;ü 15 the population of disabled [H'OpJ(' III l'halland ., 

What is the lJopulation of disah]p,j (hi Id!,"11 ln Thnllulld q 

8. 15 the compulsor:_ Educatjon Act for th ... dlsablC'd Chlldl'PII 
enforced ') 

9. How rnan~' specIal pduc:ation schools étl'P tIH>C'f:' III Th11l1.1I1d') 
In Bangkok " 

- BI i nrJ 
- Deaf 
- Hearing Impaired 
- Menldl1y Retarded 
- Mentally Handlcapped 
- Disadvantaged 
- Physlcally Handicapped 
- Slow Learners 
- Long-term hospitalized 
- ~falnstreaming 

- Private schools? 

10. Where do the teachers get thei r tral n lrl~ for S!)('('ull 
educa ...... ion ? 

11. Are their any specifie future lJLws for lh!:' dl'-,abl.,d " 

12. Do you get assistance from other countrlcS ~ 

ls there a student exchange and/or C'orrpc;pondencf_' 
between different schools ? prOVInces? (·ount.rlPS '. 
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13. FlnanclTIg 

Parente.; 

Charity 

o t hC' r's 

1·1. AdmisSIon criteria for children ? 

15. Maximum children in school ? 

WhaL hnppens jf more children apply 0 

16. What is the followed curriculum? 

Ts there a speCIal education programme? 

Ar'adplTI ie l eve 1 ? 

Stuùy subject.s FI 

SIJccial subjects ? 

FI p] d tri ps ? 

17. What Und of material/tools is being used wi th the 
children? i.e. ffilrrors, tapes,paints,books, records, 
musical instrllments ? 

110 

1H. What type of facilities i.e. gymnasium, playground, art 
class, lTIusic class, swimming pool? 

19. Do you tise speci al books? special curricultl.ll ? 

''l'e thl'y rcglllarl~' llpdated ? 
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20. What klnd of support do ~TOU get by the ~O\prllmf'nt 
supervisor '? 

21. Are the children boardlng ~ 

22. What kind of meals are sened? schedulC") 

Are the meals adapted ta the children's needs .. 

Typical menu ') 

23. Wha t are the educa tian toys and games Il sed ') Are t he y 

chosen according La specIfie diHabl ilitlPS ? 

1 t 1 

24. Are disabled chlldren allowed tu purslie thelr sLudi(><.:; )1' 
desired ? 

25. Is there a sociel re-Integration programme" 
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