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Abstract 

Namel ~e le Lemol). .. ./ 

Title a The Use of Islam as Propaganda ln the Iran-Iraq War. 

Department. Institute of Islamic Studies 

Degree a Master oi Arts 

* Relations between Tehran and 'Baghdad became strained 
'lth the advent to power oi Ayatullih Khumayn! and his 
subsequdnt endorsement of the exportation of the ISlamic 

Re~~tlon. Wlth1n a matter of months a war of word. hsd 
erupt d_between Iraq's President ~usayn and Iran's AYatullah 
JO\ yni. . 

When in September 1980 Iraq invaded Iran the reaso tqr 

the invasion was ostensibly the Shatt-al-Arab. This stu 
will show that underlying grievanc8' were, in tact, more 
instrume~tal in precipltating the conflict and that wlthin 
very short. time the Shatt-al-Arab had receded in importance. 
The confliet in the Gult is veiled under important ideologieal 
ditierences. The fundamental differencea in Ideology have 
rendered impractieable any pro.pects for peace so long as 
Husayn and KhumaynI remain in power • 
• 

An initial investigation into the polltical ~ackground ot 
the eontll~t and the functions of propaganda is followed by a 
presentation and an analysis of Iranian and Iraqi propaganda. 
It will Show that while Iraq has relied more on the 

~" persuasivenes8 of Arab NationalisJl in i ta propaganda, Iran 
has conslstently employed-Islam. 
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Titre •. L' .... de 1'1111 .. co.e propalande dans, le contlit 

lrano-lraquien 

Départe.nt. , Institut cl 'Btuc1ell Ialaa1quel 

J?lplOM. Maitre.. artll 

Lell rapport. entre le. louyem.Mntl d. Téhéran et 
Ba&h4&d 1. lont tenctU8 di. la v.nue au pouvoir cl'1xatu1lib 
Khuaaynl et son appui lIubaéquent à l'.xportation d. la 
révolution Ialuiqui. Dè. 1 •• preaierll aol., .e guerre d. 
mot. a éclaté .nt~ 1. pré.ldlnt HUiyan de l'Iraq ~t 
l'i.yatyU;b Kh~I d. l'Inn. • . . 

0 

La rai. on pour 'l'1nvulOri de' l'Iran par l'Iraq .n 
Il.pte.br. 1980 'ta1 t o.tenalble .. nt le Chatt-&l-~be. A:ett. 

~ 

étude dé.ontrera que de. rai.ana .oua.1ao.nt.a étai.nt en 
etf.t re.pon~ablea de la p~oipitatian du conflit. et qU'en 
peu de t.ça 1. Chatt-a!-Aral)e avait dain_ en i .. ortance. 
Le contlit du Golte •• t voilé ctè div.rl';œ •• Idéoloclquea 
iapol"tante.. c.. ctifférent.. tondu.nt~11.. en ict'olo,l. ont 
rendu lapo •• lbl. tout.. penpective. de paix tant et aua.i 

.loncteapa 'lu 'Huaqn .t Kb~I d'''\Il''ent au pouvoir • • 
ttle enqulte 1nitial. dana l'arriere plan' politique du 

• 

confii t et 1 •• tonctiona de la propapnde e.t .ui .. ie d'une 
pri.entatlon et une ~.e d.' la Pl'opqanct. lrani.nne et \. "-
Iraquienne. Il a.ra d'lIOhtri qu'alora q\» l'Iraq coaptait '" 
plut4t 'UI" l'inn_noe ctu lCational1 •• Arabe c:lana .. propapncte". 
l'Iran. a e.plOJé cte façon con.l.tent.. l' Ial ... 
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Pln't. 1 woul4 llte to tluank the ,;lnltl tut. ot Illùlc 

S",'tuclle. tor 1'1nanolal luppol1 in 1983 and 198~. sJond~Y, 
1 woul4 llte to "bank .., &4yl ...... Dr., U. Turp.y. tbr hi. 

\ 
advloe, and lucpI'ti~ whieh wen &laya te.pend .1 th . . 
Jdndne •• and \m"ra~d1nc. Hl1 never tail1ng lOod huaor · 

)"AI auch appreciated. 

ICJ deepe.'t thanka ~ nle1""led for ., paren't. tor th.ir 
. ~ 

.oral .... 11 .. tinanclal lup})Ort. To Glenc1a'
r 

Gary, Gayl. 

and Mart, tor 'thelr !n'tere.'t and unde~tarid1.nc ~ .. , aOlt 
o 

gra'tetul. 

l 'would al. 0' 1ike to "thank rq 4triè~d. tot' 'thelr I\tver 

1'al11nc 'IÇport an4 eneourq ... n't and. t:or kincUy .paring .. 

the 'tuk ot explain1nc. yet once apin. w~ 1 wu .tudying_ 

1.1... Wara thanka ~~o .. rwan Sherltt ot'He1iopolia tor hi. 

aOI't pa~ien't help .ith Arabie. To Dr. M. loghadde., ~ 

t~ tor hlé help ~ri the tranà~i t.~tion 01' '.fenian n&II8. 

and place.. To Il.. Salwa ler&hlan tor the ldndne •• ' ahe ha.: 
'" <-

ahown _ throU&hout rq .tucUe.. .., 'thanka. 1 would ala 0 lik • 
• 

te thank IIY aother 1'or proot read1ftc the 'the.i.. finally, • 
rq lineenlt thanD and apprecia'tion to Dr. D. llacLean tor 

• ' hil 'mtenlt, encourage.nt and aoral .upport • 
• 
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" A Not. on 1ib' TAn.Ut,tAtion 

'l'he .-yst •• of. tn.nali te ration Used in th18 tl\esis 

follow. the syst ••• ~opted by the Institute ot Islamic 
, r ~ 

Stu41.s, ~Gill University. Proper name. are not italicized, 

but co.on noW'l8 are 1. Words such as Iraq and Shah have . 
blCOM sutticiently co_on in Engliafl 80 aa not to require 

~ 

dlacrlt1cal II&rka. Place names are spelled ln t_heir lDoat ,. 
co .. on Angllc~sed torma a. welle In tho~. cas •• when 

Kngllah nominal endings -have been ad~ed, for example Shlciàm, 

diacrltlcal markS have been retained tor the sake ot unitormi~y. 
d "" 

Pl\lnÜ.. have been made by addin,; an '8' to the Arable or 

Pe .. lan s1ngulars, the 's' not belng italicized, tor example, 

'l'hroughout the> thesls the names of n~n-We8tern authors 

appear as they have been spelled ln the works ci t .. ~ •. &- )lnly / 

those articles which have been used in the thells are cited 

in the bibllography. 

.. . 
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Introduction f 

/ 
... 

. -
On the eve of the Iran-Iraq War a militaril~ strong 

and poli~ieally eohesive Iraq faced'Iran, a nation in 

turmoil. Iraq 1:Uld a~~o ae~ulre~ a:.-.:easure Of Arab Ifupport 

as she conseigusly strove to 1D8.~e~!-I."ie'mts ~d allies and ,D 4. 
put an end "to her Pe~od o~ ~gional isolation. In eontrast. 

-------
Itah found herse1f isolated owing t~ her loreign poliey iri 

the Gulf and on the'- interna tional scene, 

On September 22. 1980 Iraq invaded the Iranian.oil, 

rlch provina ot Khuzistan. The Iraqi pres'ident ~ Saddâm r -. .. " 
! 

HWlayn. claimed that the invasion had been launched as a 
• 

, - / 

means ta acqu~ring Iraqi control of the entire ~hatt-al-Arab • ... 
Wlthln a relatively short tlme. however. the territorial 

, J 
question which had ostensibly begnn the war was~supereedad 

by the ideological dimensions of the eon!llct. It also 

reeeded in importance as the st~le tor rsgianal domina­

tion commèneed between- Iran and Iraq. The strusgle for 

hegemony tri the Gulf is velled und~r important ideologieal 
" • 

·differences. The ideological eomponent in this drive for 

reglonal domination has been used by botq. Iran and Iraq. 

We stand as wltnesses to a struggle between Arab Natlonallsm , 

and Islam and secular and theo~ratle governments. Husayn • / . ( 

" 
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• 
emphÎlall.4 thi. a.ptct ot ~he contlJ,ct wben he aaid, 

OU-in1'. aoh'JM tbrouch the so-oall.d 
1.1&1110 .... olution na to 4 •• tab1l1se the 

l- "pcm'tbroUP inciUnc iili,lou. 
IIcUl'ian .trl~.. WI.in Iraq retuse sueh 
a _41eftl Id.olOQ'. Our concept is 
IIcular and,. ft do not aix tocetber 
attaira ot stat. and-..~ll&1on" l " 

Ho cle'arer explanation of Bl,cthiat orientation i8 requb .. ~, 
~ 

separation of religion and atate la a tone,one conclusion. 

Tareq Ia .. ,l etate. that th. confronta-tion undltlinea 
... 

th. contlict Inherent ,ln two dlultr1cally oppoa.d .ideologies. 

Iraq adhlrea to an ld,~lO&1 that'la ~lcally Ilcularist 
1 • 

whil. Iran 'a. ra' a religioualy orient.el onl with a Mlalanic, 

unive~aliat doetrinl.~ 1 

IdlolÔg1ea are be~n& ua.d, by Iran and Iraq to lIg1 ti.lIe 
" . 

tht ir Mg •• onie upira.'tiona. .In . th. proe •••• - howev. r. the ., ~ 

opposing ideologi.. have becoae an intaçal coaponent ln 

the contlict. The us, of theee powérM idebl~i •• in 
, 

the propaganda war betw •• n Iran and Iraq ha8 rendere4 the .,' , 
criais particularly salient. One l.,i tia1sing tool or 

ideologv that ha. been ua.d b)' ·both actora but 1I0at otten 

and 1I0st Itf.ctlvely b7 Iran ls Ill ... 

" I.lu ~ been uae40-~to lIot1vate the lran1an people 

in deteMt ft ~helr hOileland. Arab nationalisa, bas tor 

"the lIoat part, been Wied to juat'ity Iraq" invallon or 

another sovereip stat. and to retu, the/ v.rbal alleptions 

ot the lranian ~Iiae. Iraq bas ,placeel 1 ta •• phu1. on the 

tradi tional .\rab veraus Perslf.ll naUonalisa.· 

-Iv· 
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" '1'hJ,a tl1ea1s wiU exaa1ne ~he- qa. ot ideolOQ' in the 

~. Por the' purpo •• ot thia work. Islam ls accepted a~~ 

. an id.olog. ln the current con~l1ot the ideolog~e& of 

Ialaa and Arab nationalla .. have beCOIH .ttective propaganda. 

The theala will ahow that powertul ideologiea. have been 
• 1 

uaed to .. le th. true nature ot the ~nfliet. and that . -.,.,; 

even in the modem world' Ialam ia belng used to pin 

purely political a11e~e. 

The thesi. will d.al with ,the,propaganda emanattn& 

directl; tra. Iran and Iraq as .. U &a tra. 8e~on\1ary aources. 

lIo.t ot the _vari&l X will be exaaJ,ning ia tO\D'ld in a 

series ot boou. puph1ets and. speeehe. whieh I..,,-obtained 

trom the Iranian and Iraqi emba •• ies in ottawa. I propose 

to eO'lM" the ~ in a the_t~~ rather than a 

chronolocieal sequence in order to avoid 1D0notony. 

ln the tirat part ot ehapt.er one an investIgation 

la _d~ into the poli tical background ot the cQntlict. In 

the second >part l will diseuas the ~tIon and goala ot \.~ 

propapnda. In the tollowing chapt~rs l'will present and 

diseusa aoa. ot ~ topies coyered in ~h. propaganda ot 

Iran and Iraq. 

, 

-
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Chapter 1 

Pglitisal Baskarpund 

With the advent of Ayatull&h Khumayni and his followers 

to power in Iran in 1979 the delicate balance of power and , 
fragile co-existence constructed and maintalned by the Shah 

and the Iraqi regime became another victlm of the Islamic 

Revolution. 

Initially. the chance tor normalized relations between 

the lranian mullâhs and the Iraqi BaCth party portended welle 

Although the secular aaCth must have been more than a little 

apprehensive and per~s even a little bewildered at the 

tûrn of events in neighboring Iran they openly welcomed the 

new lranian rulers. J. M; Abdulghani quotes a speech by the 

Iraqi Poreign Minister in Pebruary 19Z9 in which he downplayed 

the nature of lran's revolution as a religious phen"enon. 

stressing that lt was baslcally against corruption, the . 
disparity of the classee, dlctatorship and the suppression of 

freado •• l Whether the Minister's remarks were simply 

tailored for Iraqi public c~nsumptlop or in fact constituted 

an official gov~rnment stance is d~fflcult to ascertaln~ 

In a me •• age to KhumaynI~ Saddam Husayn. the Iraq! .. , 

president expressed hopes of continued good relations with 

Iran. - Almost immediately. however. relat~ons began to sour 

, 

• 

• 
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when, accor.dinl to Iraq, Iran did not reply in an appropriate 

manner to Husayn's best wishes. Tareq Ismael, a seholar of 
• 

modem lraq~ notes that ·within weelta of Iran's revolution a 

war of words had erupted between Iran and Iraq. On the 
, 

surface. this appeared to be a personallty confllct between 

lraq'a President Hussein and Iran's AyatQllAh Khomeln1 ... 2 
, 

·B~t~ he saya, ·underlying thi~ was a deepseated ideological 

confllct ... 3 Withln a matter of monthe relations had deterior-, 
ated still further when Kh~I began to openly call for 

the exportation of the Islamic Revolution and more omin •• lY 

singled out President Husayn fOT un-Ialamlc conduèt.4 It 
• 

stands to reason that if the mull&hs were bent on exporting 

their revolution their first targèts would be the states 

cloaeat home. Furthe1"llore. the presence of an avowedly 

secular government on their bo~der ~d~raq the Most &Uspielous 

target. 

Slmultaneous with the verbal attaeks that began to filter 

into Iraq waa the growth wi thin Iraq, 1 taelf of Ialamic re­

Bur~en~ terrorist groups beli~ved to be reeeiVing~naneial 
and logistieal support trom Iran. When, in an aet of 

retallation againa~ their terrorist activities, Iraq deported 

35.000 I~i shIcI said to be of Iranian deacent lran's 

aeri.on, cre.. Border clashes escalated. Another indicator 

of the deepenlng hostilitles was the fraquent invasion of 

aach actor's air space by the other. 

Who in fact was responslble for the outbreak of the war 

J 

2. 
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la the 8ubjec~ of much heated and bitter debate between the 

two cO\Dltriea.5 Iran clalmB tha" Iraq be~ the war when she 

invaded lranian territory. Iraq, for her part, claims that 

Iranian Interference in her internaI affairs lB a breach of • 
the Algiers Agreement and as .uch c'onstitutes Iran'B beill8 

responsible for the Agteement becoming null and void. 

When, in September 1980, Iraqi troopa invaded the Iranian 

oil rich province of Khuz1stan the reaBon for the invasion 

was ostensibly the Shatt-al-Arab, a waterway of vital economic 
6 importançe to Iran and Iraq. The troop deployaent followed 

On the heels of President ~addlm ,UB~'a unilateral abrogation 

of the Algiera Agreement, the lateat treaty to deal with the 

long standing Shatt-al-Arab dispute.? 
~ 

The Iraq1 ini tiati ve which waa based ~n Baghflad' a 

perception of Iran as a wealt and fragmented aociety ln up­

heaval was meant to strlke a preemptlve blow to the fledgling 

Islamic Republlc and restora to Iraq sovereignty over the" 

enti~hatt-al-Arab. 
New, over five years later and with no and in .slght, the· 

'conflict has aettled into a cost1y war of attrltion. ~he 

costa for both aotora have been very hlgh, ln human a~ well 
.. 

aa in flnancial terme. By Mid 1984 It was estlmated by Amepican 

military analyste tJ?at 180,000 Iraniana and 65,000 Iraqia had 

baen kI1led. 8 The same analysta placed the number of wounded 

at 540,000 for Iran and 165,000 for Iraq.9 Much needed 
~ 

infrastructures have either been destroyed or have not been 

J. 
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completeel as tunels anel unpower are eliverted ta the war 

effort. In lia)' 1983 Iran clai .. d that i t had sultered $90 

billion in econoalc dallages. lO Dilip Hiro reports tbat lran-. 
ian oil exports eleclined from 1.5 aillion b/d'to 600,000. b/d. 11 

The fall, he aays was steeper in the case of Iraq. fro. 2.5 

~llion b/d ~ 500,000 b/d. l2 In 1983 lraCJ's wa!' effort wu 

casting ~r ~ esti .. ted $1.5 bill!on a month. l ) In addition ~ 
her 1'oreign reserves have fal.len ~eroualy low, tro .. $30 

billion at the outStt 01' the contliet ta $4 ~illion in 1983. 14 

In addition ta these bleak tigures Iraq has been torced to 
'{;l 

borrow or accept grants tro. the Gult states and Saudi Arabia 

to the tune 01' $45 blllion. l5 Âccording to Hiro, thé I.lamic 

Republic 01' Iran, in contrast to Iraq, has bor»owed nothing fro. 

abroad and has everi aan&Ied to repay all of the international 

debts that it inherited trolD the previous regi ... l 6 ' 

While the lraqi regiae wa. undoubtedIy alaraed at the 

valle.nee of KhumaynI's verbal attaclts on its leaderah1p, one . , 
may argue that ~he lraqla soucht to tùe advantage of the shift 

4. 

in the balanc. of power that occu.rred as a result ot the ,,-------,; . 

Ialaa1c Revolution. These two tactors .. d. Septe.ber 1980 a 

propitioua'lM t.or an Iraqi arMd' uaault. In addition, Iran , . 
appearecl to be intenaely de .. oralised and :tr&pented. 

Wbat Husayn failed to con.ider, however, was the eftact . ~.. . 
•• a :t'onign assaul t would have on the newly conati tuted Islamic 

Republic. Rather than cruable at the foundation the war 

acted as a catalyst to bring di.senting groups together in 

" 

-.. ," 
~, 

.. , ! 
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. . 
~et.na. ot th.ir hOMlanc1 and revolutlon. Huaayn had either • 
ai.calculateel the d.pth ot 1 rani an natlonall.. that coulel 

. . 
stlll be tapped or av.rlooted th. t.ndlncy tor revolutlona to 

thrlv. in adv.nit)'.l? Ta attack a young •••• -b ... d 

fevolU\lon troa th. outaiel. 1. ta run the rl.k ot revlvina lt. 

spirlt and ,lorit,yinc Ita laader. aa the protectore ot the 

revolution. KhUllAYllI ha. aaintain.d. -tller. an no national­

itl •• in l.a... It aboliahe. all ot th •• ~ In a aenae 

natl~li •• 1. a pn-leta.ic l ••• cy. lel .. c ... to ellainate 

tanatici ••••••• 18 J.v.rthel •••• It ... ln tact natlonal • L , 
prld. and d.t.rainatlon that ralll.d the Iranlan people to 

~.tend thelr country. Huaayn ... to have intlateel expectatlona 
• 

on ,anoth.r tront ••• ell. He hàd expected the Arab lranlane 

to ri.. en ...... ta .. lco.. and joln the advanclng Iraql a1'lll1ea 

once thl initial thruat !nto Iran bad bien accompll.hed. The 

antlclpated wIlcoM n. not torthcOiling. It 1. ironic that 
... 

Kh\lll&YllI n. to .1ail.rly 1D1ecalcula:t1 and .ieintlrpret the 

Iraqi sblcl loyalty to their homlland. Hi. projection ot a 

wana sblcI reclption wa. ta be thWart.cl as Will. ~hle 

al1.g1 ..... ~o the~.~.U ... gov • ."..rit. br the Arab <Iran­

lan. and tbl Iraqi c clearl)' indlcate. that in both Iran 
" \ 

and Iraq national ld.ntitil. bad be.n tor,.d ov.r the la8t 
. -

.1xty yeanl. The •• idlnti tie. provlcl .tronclr than ~h. apptala 

• : ot Il thlr lChu..ynI or Huaayn • 
• 

, .~ The tly territorlal leeue ot the nr concema the Iraq-

Iran border wher. it rune alana lhe Shatt-al-Arab River. the ~ 

) 

" 



" 127 ail. lona oontl.no. ot- the 'l1er1. and luphrat •• rivera. 19 

,he dUpuw on .. who ....... thi. l'trat"fc .. w~ back 

to the .1xtalrRh olntUl")'. IlUa'tata al~NaJ jar and lfadjat Pathi 

Satwat •• cholan ot II1d411 Ia.t.rn hiltory. contend' that the 

• ... t.m b&nk ot th. Shatt-al-Arab ha. been a purely Arab rlver 

.inc. ancient t18 ••• 20 PurthlJ;'1lore. th.,. olai. that th. Arab 

cbaract.r ot the area led to i t. beine called Arabl.tan, a , 

MM ,iv.n to it by th. P.niane th .... lv ••• 2l lIntil 1975 

6. 

the border d.marcated by the Otto..n. and ~he 3atavid. recoanized 

Ottoaan (and cona.quantly lraql) control 'ot the .ntire ~lv.r. 

In the atteruth ot World Var l, Iraq becaM Dne ot the 

.tat.. oarT.d out ot th. torm.r ottoman lII)ire. As a re.u.l t, 

the Shatt-al-Arab toot on a ne. 1aportanc. to the principal. 

who .ere both anxioua to a •• ert the1r national rlght •• 22 

Daniel Pipe., • achelar of Arab hl.tor.y. .tat •• that 1 t wa. 

at thi. point ·that the politieal and eeona.1c .tat •• ro.e. no 

lOlll,r _rel.)' thl Ind ot a long bord.r, tli, Shatt-al-Arab 

___ bec ... a vital 1& •• &&' and the toeUI of national pa •• iona.-2J 

'Inevltably d1'al1'8 .... nt. en.utd over put bord.er ".l~a1tationl • 

Iran bad conal.t.ntly d.manded that the bord.r be redrawn 

down the aidcU. (thalwe,> ot th. _ln navlgable chann.l ot 

• the ri .... r. Iraq, or authorltla. on her behalt prior to the 

blrth ot aod..m day Iraq, just as conal.tently retus.d, 

.tatlng :that th. river ~ an lraq1 nat10nal rlver and hene. 

Iraql terrltory. In 1975. Iran ren.w.d h.r elala that the 

. Shatt-a1-Arab n. a boundary rlver and al .uch .hould b. held 

.. 
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\ 

under j.oint sov.reicnty wi th Iraq. 

In the Al&1en Aeree.nt of' 1975 sill1.d under th. 

a .. pio.s ot Al •• nan President Houari Boumedienne, Irtin 

• succ •• d.d in pre •• ing her claia and it w .. agreed that the 

river boundary would be redrawn down the thalw.,. ,In exchanCe 

tor this' all iaportant concession24 Iran agreed to dis- . , 
~ 

continue her tinancial 'and lo,istical support ot th. lraqi 

K~s who were engaged in k batll. againet th. central 

government tor greater autono~. The thr.at posed by the 

Kurdish rabela under the direction ot General Barzan! was 

becolling so s.riou. that it was tearad by the -Iraqi re,iae 
.... 
that its very a1:ability was being und.rml~.d. Por Husayn 

• 
who signed the Agr •••• nt as the vice·prealdent ot Iraq the 

treaty wu a profound personal .s well as poll tical and 

national hwa11iation. Cont .. nted wi th el th.r si&n1n8 th~ 

\ treaty or tacine a acenario whan his ,ovemment could ba 

brought down through th. eoabined ener,iea ot the Kurds and 
. 

the Shah, he capitulated. Conaequently. batore the ink was 

even dry on the ,treaty th. s.eds ot the future conflict had 

been aown. The treaty contradicted one ot th. aoat aaered 

. Ba Cth ideological pr!nciPl~s. The Ba Cth party regarda t/1e 

Arab hOMland and i.. tronti.rs a. inviolable. The Arab~' 
hOMland bad acquired an aaoat mystical dimension of a land 

to be ch.rlsh.d and· protect.d. Thua. the Ugiers Aireelllent 

waa a blem1sh and a humiliation fosterad not only on the Iraqi 

people but on the whole Arab -nation.-
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Prior to the fall of the pahlavi regime the regional 
\ 

power structure had remained intact. ~he &8aWlption of the 

reisna of power by KhUIIIBynI and hla supportera algnalled 

for Iraq a possible change in that power structure. Al::ftlul­

&hani statea that "the fall of the Shah and tM advent of 
. ...-

Ayatqllah Kho_in! ta power in Iran signalled an end ta 1he 

regiona~ statua quo whlch had been carefully eatablished and 

praaerved by the Shah and th. iaCthiat gavamment .ince'the 
~. '1 ; 

Algiers Agreement.,,2S He continuel, "Khomelnl'. accesaion , . 
to power 81~11ed a retam to te~ion and confrontat~on 

in Iran-Iraq re~tions ... 26 (') 

Husayn'. ,decl.ion to go to ~ w&s not an impulsive act27 . , . 

but rather the culmination of a atrategy that had been carefully 
" 

nutured and designed to wrench a revision of the terms of 

the 1915,treaty. Sepehr Zabih makes the Interesting 

obse~ation that "on the face ot. it the Iraqi'. seemed ta be 

in.i.ting upon their ahan of the 1~7S A~ement.wh1le 

si.ultaneously declaring the Agreement inv.lid.~28 ,In an 

attempt ~o radns. wbat Husayn felt .ere unfair terme extorted 
• 

by a countr,y'with a superior ailltar,y capabillty he prelented , 
Iran's new leadera with a demand tor a treaty revision. 

AlthoUCh Iran ... autf~ring the effects of revolutlonar,y 

turmoil 1t wa. highly 4nllkelY that ahe would haye agread to 

demands that had not b~.n.put ta the Shah (or if they had been 

demanded of the Shah he would have rejected). While the 

leadership ot the country had 
J 

O' 

and as a resul t i ts 

, 
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\ 
domestic as well as toreign poliey, Iran's new leaders 

were not about ta abandon strategie waterways ot impor~ance 

to her or be pressund by any foreign nation. ln the face of 
\' 

Iran's refusa! to renegotiate Huaayn manipulated Tehran's" 
• 

~tance to appear to be oné more proo! ot the Ayatullih.'S 

intrans1gence. 

Another factor that made September 1980 an ausPi~uS 
time !or~the invasion of Iran was Husayn's strength at home • 

• 
With the reaignation of President Abu Bakr in 1919 Husayn . . 
became Head ot state, President of the Revolutionary ~ommand . . 
Council and Commander-in-Chief ot the Armed Porces •• His 

elevation to lraq's highest ~fice was accompanied by one ot 
~ '- -...... 2 

the MOst ruthless purges in the history of the BaCth par~y~ 9 

He consolida~ed his position in one fell swoop b~ repres~i~'" 
all personal and .pOli tieal opposition. As' a resul·t, the regime, 

now enjoy~d a marked degree of stab~ity. Purthermore, oil 

revenues hadd~tically improved h~r balance sheet. This 

enabled Iraq to strengthen her defense pO.ture and made her a 

major militar,y power in thé Gulf.region and the Middle East. JO 

In addition, the arm,d forces in Iraq had been a source of 

support for the aaCth regime. Jl Not only had they helped bring . , 

Abu Bakr and Husayn to powe~, but by 1918 all military 
• # 

offic era who were members of the Revolutlonary Command Council 

had been purged leaving only party adhérents an~ members of 

the national aaCth leadership in key posltions.J2 Alongside 

the regular farces, a pOPular army, .aaCth militla W8S created. 



t 
In the years leading up to the war the govemment of 

Iraq had begun to ~oft peddle some ot 1 ts more revislonist 

polic.1esj in a bid to return to the Arab fold. Ini tially, Iraq' s 

s,ecular. revolutlooary stance was a cause of concern for the 

more conservative Gulf states. Astutely, the Iraqi leaders 

recognized that it thelr ambitions directed them to aspire to 

a potential leade~ role in the Arab world, or at least in 

the Gulf, a c~e in~eir ideo~~lcal posture was necessarr. 

To abat ber in her more llm1 ted goal of becoming the ·police­

man M of the Gulf the Iraqi government espoused the cause of 

the three Islands of Abu Mùsa and the Greater and Lesser Tumbs. 

These Islands which belonged to the united Arab Emirates had 

baen occupied by Iranien torces sinçe 1911. Donning the 
~ . mantle of MProtector of the Gulf-, Husayn called for tnelr 

• 
illllll8dlate return to Arab soverelgnty. By espouaing thls cause 

... 
Husayn hoped to garner Arab support. or at least neutrality, . " 
in the avent ot war wlth Iran.>J 

In sharp contrast to the coheslve armed forces of Iraq 

stood the army of Iran. Followlng the 1919 revolution the 

lranian army was demorall~ed and distrust&d by the new leaders. 

Key offic ·.ers had. baen tried and executed for their collabora­

tion with the Pahlavi reg1me. Their reliability as an 

efficient flghtlng torce seemed uncertain and their ioyalty in 

question. Thil too augured well for Husayn. However. as has 
• 

~ .. 

been witnes8ed the army did rally convincingly to Iran's defense. 

Perhaps of more signJ:ficance to Iran's war effort has been the 

-

• 
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resolution displayed by Khumayn!'& newly created national ) • .. , 
guard, the Paadaran. They have proven to-be tearless in 

èattle and alaO&t eager to meet with death. Zabih and other 
" 

authors describe one ~rticular,incident where the Pasdaran 

volunteered as human mine detecton rather tban use the 

conventional military devicea available to them. J4 The , 

apparent longing and joy with which these combatants met death 

has had a demoralizing etfect on Iraq's soldiers. 

It is possible that in a protracted wu 01' attrition Iran 

stands a better chance of emerging victorious. JS Iran's oil 

revenues have not pl~eted as much as those of Iraq'8 due to 

her capacity to ship directly via her peraian Gulf teraina1s~ 

In addition. 1e&& than one s1xth of Iran's budget is ear marked 

for defense expenditures. Furthermore, Iran,has a much larger 

populatiOJi from which she can dra~ new rec~i ts to rep1enish 

her armed torces. J6 These tactors were obVioualy not consider­

ed b.Y Husayn who had never envisaged such a protracted war. 
& • 1 

His preemptive strike.has turned out to he a very costly one 

tor him.· 

When Husayn dlspatched hie troopa to Iran in September . . 
1980 he notl:tieel al1 concerned that the gOTernmentlot Iraq 

bael no dea1gna on Iranian terri tory. He sUllll&rily announced 

that al1 Iraq wanted was recognition o:t Iraqi sovereignty 

over the Shatt-al-Arab and the return 01' those lands granted 

to Iraq in the Algiers AgreeMnt. These latter terri tories 

which had been allocated to Iraq had never been returned by 

.. " , 

, 
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Iran and in view ot Iran's superior mtlitary eapability at 

the t1me Baghdad dld not deem it in her best interest to press 

he~ claia. It la also possible that to show goodwill Iraq 

chose not to demand the promised territories. , 

On the surtace the territorial issues appeared to be 

responsible tor the deterioration of diplomatie relations and ., 
the eventual outbreak of the war. Daniel Pipes,claims that 

the territorial Issue w&s indeed the bona fide reason f6r the 

outbreak of hostllities. J? Ismael. however. takes a different 

view. He claims that -the battle with Iran was viewed as an act 

of national defensè to keep the area ftee from foreign Inter­

ference and enclrclement.- J8 

Although the Importance-of the terrltorial dimension of 

the conflict cannot be denied other Important grlevances were 
1 

also Inst~ental in bringing about the warl t~e Shatt-al-Arab 

served as tfle Most eonYenient and safe caver. Over the 

centuries there had been many disagreements over this river and 

its boundary but at no time did the hostilities evolve into 

a comparable si'tuation. 'l'hat they should do 'Bo now ia highly 

problematlc, even given lraq'a more direct intereat being at 
" 

stake--that la, that ahe might be more zealoua of her national 

boundarlea than the Ottomans might have been. I would argue 

that two other factors were more aalient and played a larger 
1" 

role in precipating the conflict. l will~call these short 

and long term concerns. 

The moat aallent short term concern stemmed from lraq's 

Î 

• 

.. 
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uneasines8 and ~ at }~'S revolutionary appeals. These ' 

appeala led to a great deal of anxiety among the ruling 

circle. in Iraq. The insecuri ty that the regime fel t was 

heightened when Iraq and its president were singled out for 

special attacks. KhumaynI's advocacy of the exportation of the . . 
revolution appeared to justify their fears. a9 As KhumaynI 

grew bolder he openly called for the overthrow of both Iraq's 

strongman Sad"d8.m Husayn and the seoular aaCth party. The . . ' 

i.vatullah likened the contest be~een,. the two governments as 

one between Musllms and infldels, a charge that not even ~ 

secular _Cth could a:t'ford to Igno". Husayn was portrayed 
• 

as evil incarnate, or alternately as the butcher of Baghdad. 
, 

OVer 55 percent of Iraq's population are Twelver Shlcah. 

This means that they subscribe,to the same falth as the lranian 

Shlcah. The shlcI majori ty in Iraq are governed by the S~ , 
l 40 

minority govemment. The appearadce ~ithin the shlcI 

community of Islamic résurgent groups coupled wlth the Ayatullah's 

agitating remarxs at tirat cauaed the BaCth to question the 

loyalty ot thelr shIcI subjects. While the Kurdlsh revolts 
• 

had been a very raal threat to the atability ot the Iraqi 

'govemment a shICi revolt was viewed with even greater 

", apprehenaion. The BaCth knew that the Kurde ln ge~eral only 

wanted grea~er autonomy wi thin the Iraqi nation. An 

orchestrated shlcI ~~olt on the other band would topple the 

gavemment 1 wresting power for themselves. Daniel Pipes makes 

two Interesting observations concerning the questionable 
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loyalty of the 'shlcI. He claims that if Husayn had been 
• 

suffering some real misgivlngs about the shlcI he would not 

have chosen to launch his attack on Iran from the most heavilg 

Shlcah populated area of the country.41 Secondly, he saya, 

the regime went to war not out of fear of a shICI reactlon, 

but in spite of ~ possible forthcomlng reaction. 42 Husayn 
• 

must have calculated the odds and in the end determined that 

the majority of shlcI citizens "Vere loyal Iraqi aUbjecta.4J 

It ls undoubtedly true that the virulence of the attacks 

by KhumaynI and Husayn stem trom a deep-seated personal 
• 

animoslty. The AYatullah has clearly not forgiven or forgotten 
44 his expulsion from Iraq, on the Shah's requast. Their 

already volatile relationship la exacerbated by their1different 

ideologlcal orientations and mutual suspicion. 45 / 

As KhumaynI's attacks on Husayn and his regime grew in 
• 

number and vehemence fear in Baghdad increased accordingly. 
'" 
~usayn had reason to hope that by ImPlem~.:,J.ng a strong blow 

to the Islamlc Republic in September 1980 that he wou1d 

achieve a twofold gain. the return of the Shatt-a1-Arab and 

the disputed territories and the toppllng of the Iranian regime. 

Khumaynl's co~nual Interference ln Iraqi affairs was' 

undoubted:i.y vlewed wi th great alarm by Husayn and as a resul t 
• 

was .the Most !tallent short term concerne Husayn had to 
• 

dispose "of this danger ·on his :frontier which was beginnil}6 to 

petmeate Iraqi soclety. 

The long term cause of the war lies in the concurrent 
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drive for hegemon!c domination of the 'region by both actors. 

The ip,tyll ih saw his rev01ution as one wi th a univeraalistic 

ap;'al ~ one tha t could pr011 t the whole world. 46 It was 

Imperative that Iran 'a streng-th in the region ~e maintained 

so that the process of exporting the Ialamic revolutlon 

could sate~ begin near home. - Furthenaore, although the 

Ialamit clerics had changed many important aspects of Iran's 

foreign policy they shared the Shah 's view of Iran as :the 

dominant power in the region. They were not about ta 

relinquish this role wi thout a f'ight to any would be usurper. 

For Husayn, who had envisaged a new role for lraq- in the 
• 

Gulf, Iran's expansionist designs presented a credible threat 

to his drive for regional hegemony. The BaCth party places 

-Jstrong emphasis on ita pan-Arab character. They see them­

selves as the natural heira to the leadership of the Arab 

world. Prior to the fall of the Shah, Iraq' s- aspirations' 

to leadership of the Arab world or at least the Gulf were 

contipually thwarted on both t'ronta by Egypt and Iran. Wi th 

the -t'all from grace of Bgypt owing to her Camp David settl~­

lient with ISJ"ael, Iraq now jockeyed to replace her. 'fJY 

the l.ate sevenUes a_ milltarily, e,.conomically and pol1tically 

stronc Iraq waa in a posl tion -to challenge any would be 

contender. '~ 

" 
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YPropaganda has existed for ceRturies. M.Abdel-Kader 

Katem quotes Driencourt who claimed that Arlstotle's 

Rhetoric "remains a classic of spoken propaganda as tech­

nique. It is the first surviving handbook of its kind of 

propaganda. the propaganda Qf persuasion by' speech and 
. 47 oratory ... 

The twentieth centuri only really awoke to the potential 

power of propaganda during and in the aftermath of World 

War ll. The ef'fective manipulation of public opinion by the 

Nazis remains one of the hallmarks of their ru1e. As a 

technique it has evolved into qu1te a sophlsticated p:oces·s. 

It has become. one of the most popular tools in poli tics 

because of its low cost and its effectiv~ness. 

What is propaganda? In short experts have claimed that 

i 1: is persuasion of· ihe masses to a predetermined response. .~ ... 

F. Tonnies has characterized propaganda as "the agitatIon of 

public opinion on a large scale for the purp..Jse of spreading 

an ide a wi thout regard to i ts truth or accuracy. "48 H.L. 

Childe said. '''to propagandize la to propagate ideas and 

doctrines, to attempt deliberately to inf'luence the minds 

of' other people.,,49 T.H. ~lter's definitlon emphasizes 

ultimate enda. ·propaganda is ••• the deliberate attellpt by 

some Indivldual or group to fOym. control, or al ter the 

atti tudes of .ether groups by the use of instruments of 
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communication, wi th the intention that ln any glven 

situation the react10n of those so 1nfluenced ~ill be that 

desired by the propa~ndist".·JJO J. A. C. Brown notes the 

purpose ot propaganda when he states "propaganda which does 

no;': lead to action has very 1argely fa11ed, .. 51 The master 

propagandist ot this century, Josef Goebbels 1 effused "to' 

arouee outbursts of tury, ta get masses of men on the ~rch, 
!( " 
".1 

ta organize hatred and suspicion--all with 10e-oold" 

calculation--that ls the task of the propagandist. ". 

As a result of.statements such as these a negative 

connotation has been at_ched to propaganda. Ii can, say 

some media experts, be a harmless tool as well as a , ~ 

potentlally destructive one. Much of the effectiveness of 

propaganda emanates trom the psychologi-cal manipulation of 

the intended audience. /ln warfare, this manipulation ia 

in effect psychological warfare. 

, 

Harold D. Lasswell, the dean of media communication 

etudies, has been researching the uses \lot propaganda sinee 

the 1920·s. He has reached some very interestlng and 

valuable conclusions as to what propaganda ls, what it ls 

'cleslgned to clo, how it ls used and why. In dealip6- wlth 

"-propaganda durina war he cla1ms that when i t is "employed 

in conjunction wl th other arme of oftence, propaganda saps 

the stamina ot the armed and civllian forces of the enemy, 

and smoothes the ~th for the mailed fist ot men and lDet~l." '53 

If used properly, propaganda has the capabill ty of functioning 

- , 

., 
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, " as a tool to delDoralize the enelllY and hence hopefully 

reduce their willingness to cont1~ue the tisht. 

In an aga which prides itaelf for beins more humane 

18. 

than ita torabaars, propasanda is a tool of illusion and 

persuasion. otto Lerbinger, a communications schour, under­

. lines the debt propaganda OW8S to coercion and ita more subtle 

contemporary approach. He statesi '"our tendency to think of' 

persuasion as moving people reveals ita link.to force. The 

motive of force remains but the method 01' torce is replacad 

by persuasion."S4 

Laaswell argues that "hatrad propaganda Is always 
" nec8ssary in wartime to aroua8 and intansit,y animoslty 

againat military and diplomatie rivals and to attract neutral 

support .... " To ensure a massl va response to the enelllY in 

accordance with the prop8sandists view 1t becomes thlir 

responsibility to 

to Lasswell, 

for the mobilization ot natiOnal ha th~ 
) ",emy mwst be represent.d a~ _ lDenacine" ' 
murderoWl _&gressor, a satanic violator 
ot the moral and conventional standarda. 
~ obstacl. ~h.rished aima and 1deala 
ot the nation as a whol. and .ach 
conati tuent • 'rhroUCh the elaborat10n 
ot WAr a1aa th obstructive role of the 
.n.~ beco ... particularly evide~t. ~hI 
maintenance ·ot host11ity dapends upon 
lupp1e .. nting,th. direct representatlon of 
the .enacins. obstructive, la,anic enelllY 
by aSS\,l1'&l1ces of ultimat8 victory, thus 
prev.nt1ng diversion ot attention. .56 

In a war situation propaganda works to d1scred1t the 

t 



enemy as wIll as boost the morale ot the home population 

and increasl t~ir~solutlon to fight. It ia vital to 
-

--- - ----
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prevint or arrest the sentiments of the inditferent or hostile 

elementa wlthin the jurisdiction from becoming openl~ 

antagonlstlc. Symbole which have meaning for th. audience 

must be uaed and manipulated. In~Iran, for example, Islam 

has successfully be.n uS.d as a rallylng cry because most of 
-the Iranian people belilve in it and conalquently feel that . 

it ie aomething worth defending.' The lYatullah's propaganda 

thus acts on a~ relnforcea their belie!. Matem notes that 

the propagandlst will "exploit to the full any pre-existing 
• 

habits and attitudes that may accord with hia purpase.~S7 

Michael Choukaa in Pronaland, cOmas of Aie states that the 

"unhinging of the mind from the real is a prerequisite to 

all.(subsequent manipulation and control and ia the goal 

propaganda constantlr strives to attain."SS Furthermore, he 

• a d'CI e , 

( 
human conduet, the respon&e ot-th. individual 
to his surroundings ia deterœined aQ~ controlled 
by thl ~ual tunetion of the mind. feeling and 
thinking. ·For action·to be glnerat.d, the 
'emotlona must· be"stlmulated, our t •• l1ngs 
must De aroused, we must become motivated. 
Stlaull "voke images and these images, purely 
lntellectual lnitlally, have become charged 
wlth emotion. they have Decoml symbols. TheBe 

, sJabola serve as a link that connecta the 
1ntellectual to the emotipnal function of 
the hUllall IIlnd, a lever, that anyone 
intereated in Btirrlng up people emotlonally 
lDay utilise tor that purpose. 59 

Lasswell ad da in connect10n wlth th. above, that If emphasis 

.. 
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ia plac.d on the as&ressi~enes8. Immorality and impropriety 

of 'th. 'enellY'. thl. acts as a sop to loosen the- re.training 

gr1p of the conscience upon destructive impulaes.60 

Beside. appealing to the Intend.d audience'. cultural 

~d symbolic affiliations, the lang~ ot the message must 

be clear and easily underatood by the people. Goebbels 

noted, 

1 leanled ... especially that the ~rank1and 
fil. are uaually more priai tive than- we 
1Da&1n.. Propqanda must. th.refor., 
alway. be •••• ntially 11aple and repeti t­
ioua. In the lonS run. onl)' he will 
achiev. basic resul ts in intluenclng . 
public opinion who is able' to reduc. 
probl... to th. li8plest teras and who 
haa the courac. to te.p tox.v.r repeat­
ina tbam in this s1aplitied tora d.splte 
th. obj.ctions of the intelleotuals. 61 

Hatem, pointtRg to a related aspect of pro~da. stated. 

even in a soci.ty endow.d with th. hi.h-
I.t anal)"tical. abili ties. po •••••• d ot 
and capabl. of a •• Wlatlnc a11 th. 
relevant data on" a eb.n i.lue would 

~
ev.rth'l'.. re_in susceptible to 

1110&1cal •• otions bal.d on peraonal. 
ui17 or Croup .xp.rilnc •• and on th. 1 

. u.nnlr _ ~ wh1cK intol"llll.tlon i. pre.ented. 
lnol\ld.~ th. persona11 ty ot th. pre.ent.r 
and a ho.t rot pos.ible nuano •• and •• phu •• 
int.ntlonal or not. 62 

On S.pt •• ber 6. 19)4 Goebb.l. gave a .pe.ch in Nuremburg 

in wh1ch he d.tin.ct poli tical propaganda. It i. as 
. . 

appl~cable tOday in Iran and Iraq •• 1 t was then in 
,> 

G.rmany. -Politioal propaspnda,- he 8.id, -1. d •• igned ta 

establi~~th.· Itat.'. b.ll.) in the alnd. of th~ .. s •• s 

and make th.. cOllllll tt.d to the.. beliets. Propaganda 

- 20 • 
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'could no longer be simplf a message to seIze power, It had 

become a meana for consolidating this power_ M6J 

Propaganc1a i. not limUed ta spoke'l or wr1tten words 

alona. Propaganda) also makes use of other sign1fieant 

symbols sueh as tlags, s~cific plctures and songs. Public 

meetings play a major role. The Nuremburg Rally in Germany 

was as much p~opaganda às the words spoken at it. Blll­

boards in China. Iran and Iraq featuring respectively Mao, • 

K~umrynI and ~usayn as father figures or lea~rs of the • 

revolution are also propaganda deviees.64 " 

W@oatÎr's nictiQMQ defines ideology as the Integrated 
i • 

assertions. theorle. and aims ~t constitute a soclo· 

politioal programl a systematic body of concepts especially 

about human life or culture. 6,5 At tilDeS i t seems that 

the line b.tween ideology and propaganda ceases to exist 

and they beoome interchangeable words. Llke propagan~a 

the absorption of 1dlolo81 has been facl11tated by the 

growth of the ••• media. Jamee A. Bill and Carl Leiden, 

political scientiste, claim that when govemment leaders 

unlea.h a barrage of arguments. exhortations, allP8a1s, 

.. pro~i ••• or .tata •• nts of principl. theae ideas are, when-

Iver po.si ble. rel.ted to ~lready accepted notions or 
t 

chensh.d ide •• or popular individuals. FurtherDlore. 

they claim that if this "mishmash" of argument &Bsumes some 

selli-organized and rational fon i t is th~tn called 14eolo81.67 
, . 

L1te propaganda~ the 1dea8 or bellets promulgated by the 

21. 



( 
A • ' 

( 

22 • 

.... 

id..'lope need not be true but the)' would have to have the 

believabillty to persuade the targeted audience. :Sill and . 
Le1deb .... rt that a great deal of th. energy of Middle 

Eastern Ioyemaenta la spent 'in dlasemination of ideology 

and the dlnunciatlon of &lien 1deol081es. This ls true 
\ 

of bo:th Iran and Iraq even prior to the Iraq! armed. Invlaion 

of Iranian terri to~ in Septlmber 1980. ~1k. propagand.a t 

the more an alien ideology ls d.enounced the more the 

opponent 18' placed on the clerenaive and foreecl to IDIlk~ a 

rebuttal. The cycle becomes éndleaa, breedlna 1I0re and more '" 

propalanda in the t'Orll of repllea. 

When Bl1l and Lelden dlscusa natlonallatic 14eolo81 

they aOWld very lIuch like Laaawell on propaganda. They . " 

clalm that natlonal18tic 1d.ology ·alwaya~contalns bellefa 

about th. rlghtn.s. of th. eaUS8, the Inevltabl1lty of its 

v1ctory, and. th. catastrophe to thoae ~ho 1mpede It._68 

FUlthermore, they note that reli,19n 1. itaelf essentially 

id.ologleal. 69 Thia must be taken Into account ln the 

Nualim world. It ia for thla nnon that the s8cular BI.Cth 
, 

party ln Iraq cannoi atford to. tolerate or lano" KhUIDILynI la 

attack.. While the lraqi regi~ can weather the batullah 's 

charge. that the)' are a .eeular partY" and governm6nt, they 

cannot be se.n u un-Ialamie or unreligious. Thls could threa t­

en the v.ry· l'cltimacy of thelr lovemment. Not only muat 

the BaCth party a •• ure the people of thelr loyal ty to Islall 

• they m\l8t show a8 well how religion haa In.pired the party or 

~. 
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lta operati~clPles. While Islam JD1ght no~ be the 

rai.on d' être of the ata te i t IIUSt be shown to have ~ provide d 

a \D1ique cultural dl:f'ference that conatitutea a part of 

the BacSh ide010lY. • 
\ 

Khuma.ynl. li1l:e Husayn use. the lIedia we 11 and to his \ 
, .. ~ 

advantq.. Speeches. paaphleta. ca ..... te. and radio 

broadcast. abound~xhort1ng the tai ihtul. in both count'l'ies. 
. " 

Both Iran and Iraq have presented on. another a. having 

governœent.~which are illegitimate and cons.quently not 

dea.rvina ~he support of ei tisena. In their propaganda war 
. . 

both Iran and Iraq appear to have reached a point ot 
, 1 

lrreconctL,JtEditference.. This war of words has served to 

re~der the contlict aore salient. 
D 

Th~ aueeeeding pagea will highli~t aOlle of the il.uea 

which have been played up in the war ot word. between Iran 

2) •. 

and Iraq. Notable ia the way in which both reciales ponray 

their opposite as •• tanie and evil. just aa Lasawell prescribea. 

" 

\. 

• 
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Cba~t8r U 

Iran!.n ProPlianda 

Pr~paganda coming out of the Islamic Kepublic of Iran 

for the most part conforms to the descriptions, motives and 
'lo..... ~ ... 

mobilizational techniques discussed in the preceding pages • 
." 

Iranian propaganda is designed to arouae the masses against 

tft~ infid~l threat posed by Iraq. It is also crafted to 

convince,the Iranian people of the rightness ~f their cause 
\ 

and their dut Y to defend both tne state and Islam until victory. 

It has intensified the fervor of the people and the war has 

taken on the aura of a crusade.' It ~s succeeded in angering 

the people. succeeded in instilling in the people a dasire 

for martyrdom. Finally, it has su~ceeded in making KhumaynI's 

vision of an Islamic Iranian state their vision. His enemies 

by association have become their enemies. In thos~ cases , 

where propaganda has failed to convince, the armed mechanlsms 
, , 

of the state intervene. Iranian propaganda Is as much for 

home consumption as for the outside world. In its war of 

words.with Iraq. Iran has consistently employed Islam. On 

certain occasions Iran has initiated the war of words, while 

on other occasions sh. is respond!ng to Iraq! allegations. 

One of the Most serious charges Iraq has levelled aga!nst .. 

..... ~ ... 
'--



, 

31. 

/--" 
Iran, and one wi th potential.ly serious repercuasions, eonc~s 
Iran's steadfast desire to export the Is1amic Revolution. 

The B,cth regime in Iraq whieh has been singled out tor 

particularly vieioUB att~cks by KhumaynI and his co11~agues 
. were noticeably worried about this aspect of the Axatullih 's 

forelgn pOllcy. 1 would argue that the A,yatullAh'e attacks 

in conjunction with his ca11 for the export of the' revolution 

were the Most important short term factors that led to the 

escalation of hostilities. KhumaynI Ras denied that the ex-

port of the revolution he has been advocating would be 
. 

accomplished by force or violence. KhWD&ynT's thoughts on thie 

subject; some of which are eited in Sepehr Zabih's Iran,Sinç@' 
~ 

the BayolutiQD seem to indicate tbat t~e exportation will 
• - 1 

oeeur by way of example and not by way ot ....... nt •• l --This 

would be a small COID:t'ort to th~ Iraqi suthori ~ fear . 

any interferende in their affaira. peaceful or otherwis8, by 

the lranian regime. ~n addition, the non-violent approach 

which KhumaynI appaara to favor Is evidently lacking in other 

statements from him and his government. On February Il, 1980 

Khumaynl stated 1 "we will expox:t our revolullion to the four 

cQrner. of the world, becauae our revolution is IS1Lmic, and 

the Itrual~ wl11 continue until the cry 'la ilaha l~'lla~' 

prevaile throughout the world."2 A month later, on March 15, . 
1980 he etated. ·Iran intends to export it& ~slamic revolution 

to support any Islamic movement \bat may arise against any 

Arab government.· J on May l, 1980 Qutbzadah, 'en Foreign 

.. ) 
• 
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Mlnister. admitted that "the message of our revo1ution ls 

to ann1hi1~te any Dorrupt and criminal ~ystem. If you ca11 \ 
' 4' 

this exporting the revo1ution,then 1 am in agreement." From ... 
the COMent.a gr the R.yg1'utign.r:y Gyardl cghP., MI.IN' 'gt 

R,yglutign, comel the fo110wlnsl 

Tha"t is why the r...deem~ng message of the 181amlc 
Revolution has' been'8wiftly reaeived, in the' 
light of whose progressive lO81c the obstacles 
and barriers created by tke expansionists 
disaemination of nationa1istic ideas have 
begun ta fade away. The exportation of the 
Islamic Hevolution i8 a fact which has 
eneountered broad recept10n by the Moslem 
nations "even before we ask for it. 5 

Although there May have existed within the hearts of individua1 

Musl1ms profound sympathy an~ support fGr the IS1amic Revolu­

tion, DI!lrlY "Moslem nations" might be found to disagree wi th 

the liss". gt th. Royglut1on'S eontention.that ~hey wou1d 

support the exportation ot the revo1ution. Reeognizing the 
~ 

new regime in Iran can hardly be said to be equivalent to 

accepting the Âvatul1jh's.conception ot an Islamic stat •• 

. While i t 11 W'ldoubtedly true that cll:tain groups in Mu.1im 

states. for examp1e the sbleI of Saudi Arabia ·we1eomed the 
~ 

Islamie Revolution, this on1y served"to enhance the uneasinels 
" wi th whieh tbe" Saudi and otber rulera regarded the new lranian 

regiH. 

Tbe Constitution of the 181 .. ic aepub1ic which was 

ratifled in 1919 w&s a cause of concern for Iran's neighbors. 

Princip1e 11 (eleven) made .thé. wary and the Army gt th. Bogk 

did nothing to ~u..A1 their suspicions. An excerpt trom the 
,..1-. ~ 

,.,. 
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Aclx Qt *bt BpQk rea~s ·the 18lamie Republican Army and thé . 
RevOlutionyGuard. .. Corps will be responsible not only Sor 

detendlnc ~he borders. but alao tor the misalon atated ln the 

J.ggk. of holy war in the way ot God and ti,htin& to expand 

the rule ot God's law ln the world.- 6 Presldent,Knamanah-I 

s~d up the Iranian position quite succintly when he 8aid 

-thera ia no ,eoéraphic border tor th. lIia.-? 
President ~uaayn atren~u'~ objecte4 to another aapect 

... ' 
ot lranian propaganda. The I~ql' were indignant wi th Khumayni' s 

• 

, 
portrayal ot the lr rel1me a. a Qrll1inal .one. The prop8.i.'Ulda 

de.ling wi th the evil intic1el Husayn and his "iovarnment lllilde . ~ . , 

a sharp distinction betwe.n th. otticials and the reat ot the 
, 

population. Althoug~ his tactic was trom all indications a 

tailure. the lvatulljb was abrewd enough to want to Avoid 

alienating the comon people ot Iraq. Iranian propalanda 

t . continually points out the dispari ty between the _ss ba.ed 

popultr support tor its relime in contrast -t6 l the oppressive 

nature ot the mlnority ruling elite ln Iraq • . 
~tbsadah noted this whln h. statec1 ·tbe Iraqi ,ovem-.. 

ment i. criminai, exereisins power in .pite ot~the will 'ot 

the Ira~l people.·8 On April 28. 1980 he noted ·w. belllve 

tha 't the "11_ ln Iraq ls •. cri.inal relime qainst th. pa opl. 

ot Iraq and we support the peoplé ot Iraq to ,et rld ot thls 

crlaJtaal re,l... It President ~uaayn i. not in hell now then 

he ahall be there .00n.·9 ~ On another occa.lon ~tblidah . 
cal1ed tor a de~onstratlon in Tlhran tor people to expre •• 

! 
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thelr dislust wi'th t~e crimes of the ruling .ct,h ln Iraq 
. , ~ 

whlch -.xposed 'th. wlcted and devll1sh reality ot the BlCth 

governMnt -ln Iraq and lts anti-Islamie nature. ,,10 • 

On .. rch S, 1980 Khumaynl addre ••• d hims.lt ,to the lssue 
~ 

ln an Arabie language broadcast from ~h. Tehran Broadcasting 

Station ln which he wamed, "You the Iraq! people beware of . ' 

your enemiea. Revolutlon until vlctory.·ll On April 23. 1980 

he adopted a ditterent tone. pretending astonishaent, 

., The Xalamie peoples esp.cIally th. noble Iraqi 
people. the tribe. of;the figri. and Euphrates 
and the talthtul 7,uth ot the univerelti.s and 
other d.ar youths ln Iraq are 8uttering grave 
ea1amiti.s betalling Islam and 'the ott.pring ot 
th. Measenger of! God •••• bat ia most amaling ia 
that th. Iraqi army and the rest ot the Iraqi 
regular torces are i'ra ~e grip of the.e 
crl.Inals helPi~ the. to d.stroy Islam and 
the Glorioua wr ID. 12 

KhumaynI in thla apeeeh reaches ou~o the unIversity atudents. 

that sector of the" population which proved so ,ealous in the 
" ~ 

Iranien .truggle and so InatrWil.ntal in the downtall ot the 

Shah. He a180 notieeably speaka to the armed torces knowing 

tull wel1 that any lack ot support by them wou1d break the 

bacJc ot Hue.yn· s reglme • 
• 

aanIsadr. a former pre.ident ot the Islamie ftepublic, 

entered the tray a. early as April 12. 1980 painting out to 
l 'P • • 

Iraq'. leader. ,"it you were heading a popular aystem ot 

goverruDlnt you would have accept."d our revolutlon. But you 

dread our revolution, because your sy8tem la net poplollar. "13 

~ttacks ai.ed direct1y at the _eth party ln Iraq 



increased once the war broke out. but we find Iranian. 

politlcal personalities attacking the Baeth as early as 
, . 

July 21. 1979. On that date Ahmad Madant, the GoYernor of 

35. 

Arabilltan in Iran, elaimed that .. the ~ista began to fear 

and suspect the lranlan Revolùtlon beeauae the !&ihists have 

tailed in thelr polley, hardly realizing any progress for the 

Iraqi people in eeonomie and soela~ fields.~.The Iraqi people 

hav, every hope in the lalamie Revolution. because they aense 

the end of their anti-lslami~ government. M14 

On September 2.3. 1980 Muhumad cAlI RajâcI. the Iranian 
• 

Premier, a1igned the Iranian nation with the Iraqi eitizena 

in their aupposed effort to topple the Iraql regime. He 

said. "we allure the lranlan nation that the end of the Iraq! 

gove~nt ls near, and that God Alm!ghty has chos.n this , , 

Mean. to let our natlon and the Iraqi people have the ho~or 

ot cloing away wi th the Ji&1Qiat system ... 15 One day later 

Jxatu1l1h TaliqinI made a spe.ch attaOking th~ B!cth party 

and h. elaimed that the Iraqi people had cleclarec; their'" 

sincerity to the rev~~ution and the Illamie' nat~n.16· What 

conatituted thill support he did not say. Pol1owlng thia 

11ne of reason1n& 'Haahiml Rafsan.1&nI, the leader of .. the Iran-. 
ian~ .. j1i., declared on October 14, 1980 that "ainee the 

vic'tory ot the < III1&lII1c Revolution we have repeatedly sald 

that the Saddam gavemment ia illegitlmate and 111egal and 

that the Iraqi people resent thls system:l ? 
. 

Statements such as tholle contained ln the 1à.t two quotes 

Q 

{ 



, 

• 

.36. 

were designed as much for Iraqi· as well as Iranian public 

consuaption. The Iranian regime seemed bent on conv1ncing 

the Iranian people that the Iraqi people were decent God 

fearing people. on the side of truth and conaequently on the . 
side ot the Isl .. 1c revolu~ionaries. One day latèr the ~hen 

Foreign Ministar. Ibrah!m Yazd! •. made claar his thoughta when 

he de.cr1~ed the BaCthist doctr~ne aa "a phl10aophy based on 

atheism M and went on to add that the Arabs could never triumph 

but through Ial~.18 On October 17, 1980 in a speech be~ore 
the united Natlon~ Securlty Council,·Prime Miniater rlaJacI 

explained ta hia listeners that the BaCth par~y in Iraq was 

made up of the supporters of Michel C~tlaq who he depicted as 

"a Freemàson and a cunning ~ioni8t."19 On November 22. 1980 

Muhammad Husayn Adi1!. 'the Iranian Charg' d' Atfaires ln Canada • • 
\ summed up Iranian sentiments in one concise sentence. "The 

B~th." he said, "il an anti-Islamlc, anti-people sYltem."20 

As the war dragged on statements aueh aa the~e gtew in number 

and yehemence. The Iranians never seemad to tire of repaat­

ins thelr lelf-rig.teoua clalm that only ~heira wa. a popular-

1y Nsed Ngille. 

Prlor to the actual out break of the war the Iranians 

bagan to attack the IraqiS for talling am~sa in their Islamie 

dutie.. In fact It waa thia ehar~. that exacerbated the 

~i t'Mion between the two "eountr1ea and the two leaders. As 

. 

. ~ t 
often aa KhumaynI attacked th. un-Islamic nature of the Iraq! 

gavemment the IraqiS re.ponded by noting quite unapologetically 

.. 



that theira was a secular philosophy of gavemment. The 

Iraqi l.ad~rshlp stre8sed that Islam was a part ot their 

unique cultural heritage but that it had no place in the , 

atfairs of the state. Notw1thatandlng their belie! in the 
~, 

correctneas of their philosophy of etate an~ govemment the 

Iraq! regiae nevertheles8 flin~hed under Iranlan abuse and 

felt compelled ta rep1y and defend themselves, On'Apri~ 14. 

1980 the then Foreign Mlnister, ~tbzâdah. oplnedJ "th. Iraq! 

govemment ls not ah lal .. ic govemment and has no connect­

ion wi th Islam... • ,,21 While what he said could be·.construed 
.,J , 

to be true by many'obaervers the Iraqi' viewed his commenta 

a. interference ln their internal affaire. Furthèrmore. 
~ ~ \ 

they obvloualy dld not appreciate havlng to derend or juetlfy 
'c' 

themaelves ta outsiders. Justlty themaelv.s they had to 

do ror the simple reason that they could not afford to hav~ 
1 

their ~wn people raise questions and belleve that they were 
" 

promotlng an atheist-like system of rule. Wlthin days of 

~tbzâdah's prouncement. Khumayn~ enterad the debate ea11ing 

on'the Iraqi people to "liberate themselves tram the claws 

or the enemy. 1t should aiso topple this non-Xalamie party 

in Iraq •• 22 On October 29," 1980 KhumaynT p1ayed the 181am1c 

truap card w~en he compared the Iraq! attitude to that which 

nad exiated betwe.n the revolution and the Shah •. or ~etwe.n 

the Prophet IUhammad and Abu Jahl. 2 ) 
• 

Iraq charged Iran with interference in Baghdad's internal 

arrai'rs on more than one occasion. The lranian attitude . 

" 

J' 

.... 

\ 



( 
. '. 

to thls charge was well expressed by BanI Sadr on May 1. 1980. 

The Kba1ij newapaper asked him if he personally consldered 

an Interference Iran's tnreat to go to Baghdad to liberate 

the Iraq! }IIople. BanI Sadr!s';.answer ls a clear indlcation 

of why the Ira~ felt they had raal cause for concerne He, 

replied as follows. 

this ia not regarde das an Interference in the 
- domeatie affairs of Iraq ~.caus. we consider the 

Islamie nation as one and the IœJm la the 
rellgious leader for us, aa well as for Iraq, and 
for all Islamio peoples, and he teels he i8 
reaponsible for Iran as well as for Iraq. It 18 
only Interference when it ls ln the interest of 
the I~ian people agalnet the Iraql people that 
it will be i~ert.rence in the domestic affairs. 24 

The ÂYatullah stated on more than one occasion that it 

was only in Iran that the true Islam was being praetlced • 
. 

He claimed that while the Arabs had elther ignored or mis-

J8. 

interpreted Islam he and his followers were the true bellevers ~ . ) 
and hairs to Muhammad 's legacy. On April 11'.- 1;80 BanI Sadr 

• 
made thia paten~ elear. He also took ~~e opportunity to 

denigrate the Iraql ragime. "We," he pontltlcated,' "are the 
i 

" raa1 Inherl tors of the llberatlng torce of Islam. The.ll&.lh. 

taith ls Nazi.t, 'asolst and Marxilt. w2S ~ April 18. 1980 

KhumaYnI dellverad what was to, be his definltlve stance 1 

"Hussein .aid many things ••• he 8.id that they are 
Arab.. All the Mo.lem people should know the 
-anlna of this statement. -1'h18 means that 
they do not want Islam. Everybody who utters 
thia word tArabs' muat know that Arabs once 
tr~d to stand in the way of Islam. These 
people want us to revive the lJme)'l"Qi. They 
want us to go back to the lage ot Jahil~Yah 
in order that the Arab pow~ _y l>1 th ilie 
power with no traçe of Islam. The Arab people 
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know well that the late iJatolllh Muhsin 
Hakim gave his Fatwa in which he consldered 
the party of these people as .theist ••• lf 
the Arab people want to work for God and 
Islam they should oppose those pèople ••• 
The war which the Bath wants to wage is the 
war against Islam. Shall the Iraqi amy 
consent to combat Islam? Will it consent 
to erecting its bayonets afain't the WUran? 
These bayonets are being d rected against the 
~n. Dut Y calls upon the Iraq~ople to 
leave this non-Ialamie party and thia non­
lslamic clique. 26 

In this speech KhumaynI is using powerful' lalamic symbole to 

speak tO.the Iraqi people. 
."\ 0 

By de~cting the war against Iran 

as one in which bayonets will be lifted against both Iran 

and the ~Can, KhumaynI is raising the specter of CAlI and 

memories of hiw ill fatëd battle. 27
< 

While KhumaynI and his followers have harped on Islamic 
~ ~ 

symbolism they have never overlooked an,opportunity to 

denigrate Arab Nationalism and the BaCthist Interpretation 

of it. I have already quoted in preceding pages a state~ent 

~ by KhumaynI in which he said there are no nationalities in 

Islam. His Islamic universalistic world view cahnot accept 

or tolerate the modern concept of the nation state and 

.international boundaries. In his view he i8 the tool chosen 

by God to create an Islamic world order re.aching out acrOSE, 

geographic bordera incorporating the four corners of the 
\ 

globe. / 
BanI Sadr expressed a somewhat different 

in a speech he gave on December 2)" 1979. 

view ~however1 

He saida ~ -

In my opinion. nationalism in the western senSé 



, 

of the word. or rather in the sense of control, 
contradiets Islam. Our revolution ha. aaco •• d­
ed not beeause we are not nationalists or 
nationalistic but beeause it has two basess 
lranianism and Islam. The former as we see 
it refleets ISla~rab nationalism has the 
characteristies a "ionist nationalism, and 
not·the Islamic char eter. 28 

îWo days later Hassan Aya, a member of the Iranian Republican 

Party (IrtP), declared that "the concept of Arab nationa1ism 

adopted by the ~ party runs contrary to Islam ••• enough 

proof is the open Iraqi resistance to the Is1amic Revolution 

in Iran."29 The Ayatullah registered his thoughts on the 

subject once again on September 23, 1981 when he remarked. 

"those who bring separation and division among the Mos1ems 

by resorting to phrases sueh as nationality or nationalism 

40. 

and. thè 1ike are the army of Satan contributing to the super­

power~ and the enemies of the Koran. MJO As ear1y as April 1980. 

xhumaynI was telling the Iranian people that the president , 

of Iraq and his govemment were going to meet with the same 

destiny as the Shah. J1 Adding his voiee to the gathering 

f~ror ~utbzadah dec~ared. "we have deeided to overthrow the 

system of govemment in Iraq.M32 Iraq could not sit id1y 

by or over1ook these threatening statements. The result was 

that Iraq responded by inereasing her own propaganda campaign 

against Iran and by fortifying her defenses. ~tbzadah's 

statement proved to the Iraqi regime ~hat Iran was determined 

to Interfere in her interna1 affairs. It was also a statement 

that was tantamount to a dec1aration of war. 

1 
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A major conflict of interest existed between the two 

adversaries as ~ result of their respective drives for 

regional domination. Iran, from her statements appears to 

41. 

have had territorial designs on Iraq as weIl. On April 7. 1980 

the Commander of the Iranian land forces declared that "Iraq 

is Persian. "JJ 

Another contentious issue between the two regimes were the 

islands of Abu Musa and the Greater and Lesser Tumbs whose 

cause Husayn had espoused on behalf of the United Arab Zmirates 
• 

and his own aspirations. With regard to these islands which 

the Iranians had occupied since 1971 BanI Sadr saida "Iran 

will hang on to the three islands;- he also stateda Wthis 

matter is not Iranian or Arib, the aim for us is to unify aIl 

the Ialamic world."J4 In June 1979 Daryush Froher. the Iran­

ian Labor Minister. stateda "AlI the islands in the Gulf be-' 

long, to Iran and not the three Islands only.MJ5 Adding his 

voiee to the angst that was being created Over the Gulf, --, 
General Afdhali stateda "the states and the Sheikhdoms of the 

Gulf would suffer a severe mili tary punishment if they should 

assist the Iraqi government."J6 Theae statements only served 

to increase'apprehension among the Gulf states. When the 

King ot Saudi Arabia issued a forma! protest to Khumaynl about 

his fo~lower8' disrupti~e behavior during the Hajj. KhumaynI 

answered forthrightly that in Islam religion and pOlitics 

could not be divorced. The Gulf states, already wary of the 

Ayatullah's philosophy of gOlemment had lit~le choiee but to 

'. 
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throw in their lot wlth Husayn, who they hoped, would put o. , 
an end t9 the threat posed by the Is1amie Revolution. J? An 

ominious note was sounded by BanI Sadr, when, in March 1980 

he declared that -unless an Islamlc awakening in the Arab 

wor1d takes place the Tehran relations with Arab capitals 

will not improve.- JB 

On certain issues seemingly contradictory statements 

were issued almost simul taneously by the lranian~. As a 

result, it ls often di1'ficult to ascertain what ia o1'l'icia1 

governaent policy or a government .pproved point of view or 

an official of the regime speaklng on Ilds own behalf. 

While much of Iran's propaganda effort was dlrected 

apinst the Iraqi regime and its incumbent president, a size­

able portion of Iranian propaganda addressed i taelf to the 

lranlan people in an attempt to 8way them to the government's 

point of view. Basides uslng prop.ganda to incriminate the 

Iraqi regime, the Iranians UBed it to convince the Iranian 

people of the loyalty of the ordinary lraqi citizen'to Islam" 

and their revolution. lranian propagcLllda focuaed on other 

aspects of the war as welle They used Islam in their prop­

aganda to coopt the people, to ra11y them for the cause of 

the reyolut.,lon and the war and to glorlfy their laÜ.. Chl1d 

soldien were lauded in the prelS, ana in ~ddresses to the 

nation KhumaynI praised them for their fervor, valor, 

devotion ana loyalty~ The ultimate sacrifice, martyrdom, was 

encouraged. In a recent article in The NU XPrk T~Ma, 

r. 

( 
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r.1anso~ Farhang observeQI 

the clerical vanguards of Iran urge the 
populace to die for the cause of the state, 
l1ut they show little inclinat1on~ to serve as 
examplea. There ia no "evidence, for instance 
that the lp,tollih ll;as suggested to his son, 
Ahbled, a young cleric, to gaIn early entry to 
heavsn on the battlefleld. 39 

o 

4). 

Nevertheiless, soldiers oblige the clerice wi th apparent relish 

because the reward of which the mulla~s speak far outweigh 

Any earthly gains or pleasures. Pictures of young soldiers, 

who were in many cases li ttle older than children were and 

still remain a very effective propaganda deviee. The1r 

eagerness to die ift aleo propaganda of the tiret order. Al­

Most as jarring are photographs of the dead and injured 
;. 

/~cattered aeross bloody battlefields far trom home. The 

Most horrifie photographs. available in g).OBSy 'papered 

pamphlets, depict Iranian soldiers who are the victill18. of 

Iraq! chemical warfare. No detail seems too gruesome to 

print or reprodace. The brutali ty Inherent in these releases 

is heart rende ring and sickening. They are calculated to 

enrage theCranian .people agains, Husayn and his regime anli 
• 

ta have readers or viewers commlserate wi th the victims 

and their f~~l\es. What all this adds up to la capital­

izlng on the 'traaedy for lranians. 

Khumayn! palnted a picture of a no 10se situation 'for 

the soldiers when he ~old r them on the tiret anniversary of 
- , 

the revolution. "1 have goOd tidings that if you kill the 

enemy you will be rewarded by goll1& to paradise and if you 

.\ 
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40 are killML you will go to paradise," Earl1er he had 

proclai .. d. "it a 1I0vement or an action 1" for the cause 

o! GOd, 1 twill n.ver be defeated ... 41 It would appear from 

~"e apeeche. that there was nothlng too grandio"., tor 

KhumaynI to promise. I~ew seem to have questioned t'rom whQm 
(. 

the 1Xatull~ received th~ "good tidlngs." One must 

question whether KhumaynI having accepted the title o! ~ 

had now placld himaelt' on a equlvalent basis wlth the twelve 

imims ot' Twelver ~cl"m. This woald et'tectlvely change his 

statua f~.m one who interprets the w-ill of God to the 

vehlcle of That will. 

On November 16, 1980· RajaCI addr88sed the Revol~tionary 
Guard. He put them on notic8 that either ~ 

, \ 
Islam co.e. out victoriows or we all beeolDe 
martyn. 'Thire is no thlrd alternative. We 
must continue the war on a strong poli tical 
level, and -th. war ,should end wi th a strong 
poli tical: attl tuc1e. Our war i" not wi th the 
Iraqi'. only, and it wiU not be the lut war. 42 , 

Iranian propagaoda con"tantly emphasized that the Iran-Iraq 

War wa. bei", waced on babalf of Ialam. 
1 

Rarlly. if' ever 

doe" the notion ,ot' tigllt1ng on behal'! o~ Iran enter into the 

Iranlan ~ell •• •• propaganda output. CleArly, RajaCi ia 

Inc:Ubatinc th. 8xpanalonist aime ot ~he new regime when he 

clecund "this w1l1 not be the last war." Undoubtedly, RajaCI 

would take exception to th!s tnterpretation of his statement. 
~ 

On. mlght as.UII'~ ln lignt of' hi. other remarks, that he ,-. .~ 

would state unequivocally that th!s 1s not an expansionlst 

44. 
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decl~ration but one whlch aims at the establishment of an 

Islamic world order. However, expansion whether under the 

guise o~ religion or some other pretext remains ln the final 

analysis expansion. 

KhumaynI is ~ staunch believer in the Islamlc injunction 

that there should be no separ~tion between state and religion. 

As such. he considers politica1 activity not on1y acceptable 
, 

but as a necessary and- integra1 part of Islam. In ~une 1979 
4) he said l "poli tical activi tiu are a religious obligation." 

Three months ,later Khuma~nI ad.dressed himse1! to the issue 

again noting that "Islam is a poli tical religion whereby 

everything, even its form of wO,rship and it~ï tual prayers 
44 . 

have a political nature." Turning to a rel ted 'issue, that 

?~ governing, he stated hie view quite clearlYI 

ul.amj,·) must form the government because all 

i ,,~/ out by a gove rnment led by a trus tworthy and 

arried 

, 4 
commi~o injustice. devlation and corruption." Placing 

bo,\h hintself 'and his regime in a special càtegory KhumaynI 

called on all ~Mu8lima on the. occasion of Id-al-Fitr to "over­

throw their gOirernments, except that in Iran, because they 
-" 

are all apinat l.lam. "46 In another instance the ·Ayatullah 

opinad that Hall ~ountr1es are the lands of the tyrannized. 

God, the MOlt Exalted, the Most Hlgh has ordained to- give to 

the deprlved and to l'emove the -oppresled and tyrants trom 

the scene 'ot history.·4? Clear1y Khumaynl sees himselt as an 

instrument ot the A:>1vine throUih whlch thes, chan&es will be 

(, 
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broU&ht about. 

A rather novel propaganda pi.ee that the Iranians 

employed. waa to -'publish lett.ra and wille trom IIII.rtyrs to 

the1r t .. l11e.. The tollowing exc.rpt. come trom letter. 

46. 

which wer. pub11ehed ln lranlan newspap.rs. 

, ia tram the will ot Martyr Ml.soud Arlanpoura 

The tiret .xcerpt 

. . 
People of the world; It 1 havé cOlDlllltted any 
act of injuatlC'tt slander or dls&race 
afainst your ll~ea, property or dignitles. 
P e •• e ~lalm againat what 1 have l,tt. 
through my parent •••• Pellow .trUSIlera, 
God 1. the avenger of my blood. MY 
killera are ne~th.r tho.e .oldlera 
nor their oftlclers. The~ are America. 
the ~ionista and the tyrannieal pow~ra. 48 

Morte,a Mahlzadeh, another martyr lett the tOllowing l.tter 

tor his tamlly. 

o Great GQ.d. 0 Exalted Mlghtlne •• S ••• 
Dearelt tatber, and ot course, you mo~her, 
and ~ broth*ra tao! you who aent your 
chIl4 to tlght ln the battle ot riaht 
asain.t·wronc. lite Abraham ••• b. tira 
~d willlngly pr.s.nt your sltt ••• 1 aek 
)pOU l'lot to w.ar black ·clothe. atter 1 • 
have ,one. 49 

Flnally, Martyr Sayyid nahim Pa jouhldeh had th!a to aay to 

hi. wa1tIng relatlve •• 
~ 

1 havI thoucht how blind I waa betora my 
arrival at the battl.tront. Now 1 teel 
.0 auoh enthuai ••• that 1 have tor,otten ~ 
1II' •• 1t. rq wlte and ehlld, and my only t 

thOUCht. are tOI' Ill .. and rell,lon. and 
., only worry 1. 'the clelay ln our o.ttenlive. 
Dear tather, pl •••• r .... b.r that -1 a. not 
com!n&'hom. It 1 do not aehiev. martyrdom 
III thIa cOIling otten.ive operation. tOI' 1 
ahall oontinue tlghtlna.... SO 

The.. lettera and oth.rl l1ke th •• are trequently be~nc WIed 

.' 
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by the Iranian'reglme. They' ar. very powertul propaganda 
.' 1 

phcI'. ln ~he'l lettera we .ee the Iranlan regime identU'y" 

ina th. lranian cause and the need and de.lrabillty ot s~cri" 

tice with Islam and Illamie symbola. The whole concept ot 

martyrdom whlch play •• uoh an 1ntegral roll in the Twelver 

sbIcah ~llet system is b.ing played on here. Ir a noble 

man like cA1I's son Husayn could lay down hia 11te for Islam, 
• 

then certainly th. youth ot today could be called upon to 

do the .ame. Husayn'. martyrdom and .acriti~e 18 rekindled 
• 

in the heart. ot believer. ev.ry- y.ar in the reenactm.nt or 

the 'Karba~a trag'dy. Thes. "pa •• ion playa" are a conatant 

. X'tllinder to the list,nera tha~mirtyrdom 1. a ,ro~'. and 

glorioua Act whtn 1t 11 ~re.u1t or ,UArding th. talth. No 

h~ih.r glory CM be sought. Youna min, al w. hav.' s .. n, are 

to1d that to di. th. death or a martyr on the battleri.ld 
~ 

in d.tens. or the talth la 'an 1 .. edlate guarantee ot ,aining .. . 
entry to paradi ••• 

KhumaynI· •• xpanaionist vi.ws are c10,.ly 11nked t~ hi. 

vision ot an I.lamie wor1d order, According to KhumaynI, , 

-Islam i. a .aered trust trom God to our.~lv •• and the lran­

ian nation muet Irow in power an4 resolution untll i t has 

vouch8a~ed.lran to the entiré world."Sl "I~ •• " he 8ald 

on another occa.ion, "la God'. mercy l:or you ... 5.~ A.M. Ramazani .... 
notes tbat J(humayn!' s ~ disciple. conside .. oithe Ir&l11an leader-

Ihip .s a divine obligation. Th.y point, he says, to the 

unlquene.s ot the present tOrii ot goy.mm.nt in Iran, only 

., 
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Iran ha •• ta;ih a. a h •• d ot Itat •• S) 
._ 1 

1 

U the 'tlc1. ot Rn becln. to turn in lavor ot Iran, Ad •• d 

Dawi.ha ola1u that' KhUJl&ynI" .nthuala •• tor •• ttlna up an 

I.laa1c republic in Iraq increa.ed a~cordlnclY. 54 KhuÙynI. 

he say ••.• xplal~d. tM purpo •• 'ot Iran'. war .ttort when h • 

. 48. 

• a1JI,·wh.n Iran d.t •• t. Iraq. Iraq wl1l be annexect te ~ran."SS 

Abc1ul&b&n1 etat., that ih. Iraqi. pe*u.4 IOn •• ynl-. 
relicloua Id_olOI1 a. a polltlc~ v.hicl. to turth.r Iran's 

national int.re,i, and to di"ul ••• xpansion. 56 AI lat •• s 

April 198) Hujat I1-J,l •• cAlI Ak~q HirI, th. Mini.t.r 

01' the Int.rior. wu d.clarine tbat thalr al. wa, ·th. 

\" .,tabll.hlNnt ln Iraq 01 an l'lule goY.rna.~t.~.s1 

Iran ha. conai.t.ntly reJ.ct.d ~ opportuniti., tor a 

c •• llt1rt with lraq '1:n,o, th •• arly ciq. ot th. war •. On 
< '\ 

"'roh l, 1980 lOluaaynI •• t wl'th a nin ••• aber I,ludc cOnt.r-

enc. Orcani.ation (ICO) d.l'satlon who. ha ur •• d to alt in 

Judl •.•• nt on Iraq and ti.ht ·who.o.v.r had launoh.d the 

&llre •• ion.-S8 The ICQ'.ub~tt.d a peac. plan on "rch.s 
, 

whtoh oallld tor a c •••• .t~rt ln a w •• k to be toll •• cI by Iraqi 

wl'h4rawal tro. Iran.59 On that occa.lon lx.Sy11jb MuntasarI . . 
.ald tbat Iran would acc.pt noth1nc 1... than Sadd. Husayn" 

.., \ ." 
ewerthrow ancl -trial. !Wo day, lat.r. not., Dil1p Hiro. -Iraq 

_cl. It cl.ar that lt would not with4raw tOrii a 81na1l inch 

ot lranian terri tory bllore T.hran recocnll.cl Iraql rlght •• 60 

Hirp clai .. tbat Khwaayn! bad -.hrewdly. a~low.d th. ICO 

clel.ption a chanc. to d.fine thl teru ot the truc. and thua 
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test Iraqi morale. When Ba,hdad ahowed itselt eacer for 

p,~c't Kh~ wa. encour&,.d to fight on urttil victory--

and Saddaa Kua •• i~·a downtall."6l 

In 1982 th. Al,lrian ,oyenuaent attend 1 ts services 

a. a mediator. Any hopel tor a .ucc.s.tul .. diation were 

. Iqua.hed. howev.r, when th. SPiaker ot th. Iranian MaUis, 

RafsanjinI aald that "though Iran would not obj.ct ta Al,eria 

taking the role of th. madiator, no m.diation was needed.- 62 

-Iran", h.'.aid, "would not appoint &nYone aa a mediator.-6J 

In AUI\tst 198) KhumaynI explained why the govemm.nt of Iran • would not dise uss peac. wi th Iraq. "The Islamic gove mm. nt of 

Iran cannat sl t at the peac. ta~l. with a gove~.nt that 

haa no taith ln Ialam and in ~UDanlty. Islam do.a not allow 

paac. betw •• n ua and' him, b.tw.en a Muslim and an Intidel.-64 

-

On yet still another oeea~lon, Rar~anj&nI "dlcland that "the ~ 
remaval of Saddu's regime 1. oar strate,le goal on which we 

will not compromis •• - 6S LP~vlng a.me.ting with KhumaynI, 
. . 

Gen.ral PallahI re_rk,d. -1 will nev,'r &Ir •• ta ne,otiate 

to .nd th, .tat. ot war with the Iraq! regi_.-~6 He added 

, that Iran b.liev.d ln total victor)' :Ver th, aurea.or •• 67 . 

Tareq 1 ..... 1 ln IraQ AP4 Iran, quote. a lengthy .pe.ch ot the 

4vatul1ih'.'whlch show. the lranian l.ader's ~efinltive stance 

on th. que.tion ot a c.a •• tin l , . ~ 
Saddam Hus.ein 1. aaklng tor a compromlae. 
w. cannot comproDli.. w1 th hiDl. He i. a 
PA.an. H. 18 corrupt. 'K. la an Intldel. 
We cannot compromis. wi th euch a per.on. 
w. will tight to the .nd &l'ld. CODII out 

• 
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vlctorioua with tha hllp ot Goel. Wa do 
not oan lt oth.r aountri •• Ixt.ncl th.lr 
a •• l.tane. to th. lraqi ",1.. ~.oaU8' wa 
baT' to iapl •• nt our re11110ua clu.1t1... W. 
art re1itio\dly bound to prot.ct and pre •• rv. 
1.1... t w. -are kill.d. w. have tu.lt1l1.d 
our 4utl... !hi. wal tha .... 10,10 whlch 
WI puraued ln our tlpt1n& acain.t th. 
eorrupt Pahlavi re,lM. Our 10lio wa. 

, not to beeo.. vletorloua ln any oa... Our 
1011e .a. ba.ad on th1. tact that Ial .. 
bad contront.d problaù ••• It w.' an .. rtynd. 
w. wll1 '0 to pandi •• and It w. kill. w. 
arl vlctorlo..... 68 

r-
On anothlr occa.lon Khuaa~ statld unequivocally that h. 

would not d.al w1 th Husayn. Hia .pt,ch 18 a pert.et IX&IIple 
• 

ot ualng 1.1&11 pu.relt tor the purpo •• 01' ,ainl", polltieal 
J • 

aile.aa" 
1 • 

How .ball •• aoo.pt nconciliatlon? Wlth 
who •• hall •• "conclllat.? thla 11 ;S11ar 
to a.ti", th. .. ••• l1li1' ot 1.1.. to 
"00noil1ate .ith Abu Jahl. th.n wll1 
no "conol11ation in thia .. ttair ••• A ,re~ 

. nuaber ot cl.ru-n 1.11 .rtyra. .hal1 w. 
t~ .. n who 00nJi4er Our..1T" ~l~ 
holeS talta wi th th.. on the bu 1. of 
l'8conclliatlon? Wbat la our ana .. r beton 

-Godt the prophet •• the anaell. and the . 
d •• tltutl. ot th. worleS1 How .~l w • 
.,.w.r . the IrI.!HEE0P1I w!\ln .. rec,iv. a 
petitlon tora a.tinl UI how are you. 
101na to l'tconc! a 1 wlth ~o.e who tilled 
our olerQ'llln and lapri.onld our lnt.11 ... ct_lI1 
The _tter ure 1. that 01 a lÜa.ion and not 
a .. tt.r ot whi ..... OUr oonfilot la about Ial ... 
WI ita. that th.n 1. a cenain plrlonali ty 
who c0D8141r. Ial.. acain.t hi. own party and 
hi. Ill .. i. the Ial .. of tAtlaq tn4 It 1. 
won. tMn t-.. I.lu ot cart.r, •• 'Chere la no 
reooncll1atlbn wl th thl., lraql ~ata 
beo .. e our a11l 1. Ial .. and thllr~l. la 
rwuf1nc eO\.ll\t'l" to Ialu an4 l.laa canno.t 
acn. wl th the en.~ ot Ialu. 69 ' 

Both ot the., .pe,ehea hlChlllh~ th •• xtra .. an~oalty that 

KhuaynI barbon tor :th. lraql pre.ld.nt. It la hl&!Ù" 

.. J 

., 
/ 

50. 
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probable that it Huaayn wu relieveel ot hill poata the 
• 

prospect. ~or paace allht lIIprove. 'l'he personal hatrad . 
that exl.te between the wo leader. wll1 oontinue to atand 

tn the way . of &ft)' ne,otlatlons. BanI Sadr expralised 

51. 

•• ntl_nta ~ilar to KhWl&ynl'. wben he aald that th. Iranlana 

! .. would not etop the war 110 lonc a. Husayn re_ineel in powlr. 70 
• 

In tact, ae early .. October 1980. on. lIonth at't.r th. war 

had b.Surl RajiCI had .tated that Iran woulel never 11an a 

peace tnaty wlth Sadd ... Huaqn even if the war lut.d ten •• • 

ye~ •• 71 

What ha. beoOM1.i\orea'1n&ly cl.ar throuahout the courae 
./' 

of the con~lict 18 that the peracnal hatrael that exist. 

between the two l.adera has not anly tntenelfiecl th. .truc&le 

but ha. a180 become a part ot lt. The aniaoalty that Husayn 
• 

"anel Kh~l harbor for one and other bas baco_ a part ot 

, the proPa&~da ot other I~arn.ent otticiala .11 wall. 1 

\ 

Th. 111''''' whlch the ba1ju11Ïb •• ileel upon and II&de the , 

tocua ot hia propapnda WAr wi th Iraq bav. tor the aOllt part . . 
re_ined th. .... throUlhout the coura. ot th. contllct. 

" 

\ 

• 

" 

• 

'. 

.. 
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11.&blh, pp. 192-193. " J.ablh contenc1a that ,!V.n -the 
raban d 'Itri -of thl. revolution, 1 t could n.ver remain . 
confin.d wlthtn th. "olraphlcal bord.ra ot ,Iraa.-

2Abc1ulpanl, p. 180. ,Purtheraore, h. not •• that Itit .• 
l, thi. nov.l conc.ption of int.mational relation., , 
advocat,c1 by Kho .. inl, which lie~ at th. rootl ot Iran·s 
Itrainect relation. wlth Iraq and th. oth.r .\rab Gult . 
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th. Ialuie .Repub11can Gov'rnaent ot Iran 18 
boun4 ta ba •• lt ••• neral polioi •• on th. 
coalltion an4 unit)' ot tht I.1&81c nationl, 
and i t .hould .x.rt continuoUl .ttorta in 
9r4.r o to ~al11' th. politlcal •• conoaic' 
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Cbaptlr III 

Iraq! PrQP'llDdA 

The propaganda .hich ell&n&ted from the Republic of 

Iraq was markedly different troll that wh1ch the Iranlan state 

lssued. Initially ttl1s was due to the detensive posture that 

Iraq was forced to adopt .s she responded to charses levelled 

agalnst her by the Iranian reSi_. Wi th the outbreak of the 

war the Iraqis .ere put in the awkWard position of try1ng to 

legitimize why ~hey had launched a tull .cale 1nvasion into 

a neighbor1ng sovere1sn ltate. The Iraqi. want ta great 

lengths to explain to the world and to the lranians that they 

1 did not barbor any de.igns on any part ot Iran1an terri tory. 

They explained that onca the ,Shatt-al-Arab, 4hich they 

considered to be a part ot their terri tory, !lad been, ret~ed 

to Iraqi s ove te 1.gnty they would wi thdraw their toreas to 

.. ..- behind Iraqi l1nas. 

Wh11e Islaa ls reterred to in so.e ot Kuaayn 's prop&8Uida 
, . 

diapatche., it ls 1I0re lik.l) to be found when he i. attack-
f 

in& kh~I 's Wli ot Islam .s a justitication tor the war, 
~.A 

expanslon or the expertation ot the revolution. Ar&b1sl1 and 

Arab ~ationali ... are the tocal points ot his cupaign. It 

was neces.ary for the Iraqis to tak.'a broader view ot the 
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contlict, and not contine 1t to an lraqi-lranian talling 

out lt tbey hoped to gamer support tro. other Arab countriee. 

Husayn' a . speeches nverberate wi th sent1tlents ot de.p rev-
• 
erenc. tor the Arab ho .. land and the larger Arab nation. It 

~. Iraq'. dut Y , he sald. to detend that ho.eland at all costs. 

Ad •• d Dawisba. Oeputy Dlrector ot Studie. at the Royal 
----In.titut. ot International Attaira in London, has point.d 

out that Hua~ who had bien a 11te-lo.,. ... ber ote the B,ctb 
• 

II 
party genuinely see.d to Adhere to th. ideologlcal tenets 

and orientation ot the party.l Conaequ.ntly, he sayl. Husayn 
• 

i. bound to ainta1s'.the role ot Isl .. in pOlitic •• 2 Daw1aha 

points out that to lichel cAtlaq, the tound.r and chiet 14.al­

ogue ot the _cth party •. Ialta waa creat.d out ol th. Ai-ab 

•••• n.p. and, the re ton • auat be aubordinat. to Arab national­

ila. 3 AI. reault. no lnd.pendent id.olol~cal statua was 

accorded to I.Laa. 

Anoth.r reason Husayn pro.oted the 1d.olol)' ot Arab j 
• 

natlonalia. and lnvoked pan-Arab .)'IIbol. av.r Ialu waa because 

th. Iraq1 l.ad.rs had no hope ot co.patine wlth the ip,sullib's 

Ialaalc .tatua.4 

Whil. tM Iraql regiM 414 at yarloua tiaea re.ort to 

the tlqrant ua. ot lal .. It wu rare to tind lt unrelated to 

a atateMnt on Arabiaa. The Iraqi gavemMnt appanntly 

.nct.d a banner at the lai. CAlI lIoaque whiCb proclJ:1llfdl 

·w. uk. prUt at tb, prea.nce h.n ot our gnat tather CAlI 

becaWi. he i. a leader ot Ill .. , beoaua ..... i. the lon-in-law 

, 
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ot th. Prophet InCl becauae he 1. an Arab.·5 The lraqi 

teadera .ho are SW'lJÛ have Ion. to ,reat 1.nct1w to appear 

to v.n.rat. and. reapect th. shIcI l.aders cAlI and Husayn. 
" . f 

Bven wben Pre.ldent Husayn lpeak. ot th. t ... ci battll ot . . 

QÎ.4i.iXYIh, ...... pha.i •• a the Arab nature ot th. vlctory avlr 

thl hrélana rather than a victor)' ot 1.1 .. avlr th. lJd'ld.l. 

Wh1b intullih JChwaayn! vie.ld th •• ar u a batUI 

bltwl.n a Mualia republlc and an lnfldel-lld state, the lraqil . ' 
J 

vi'.ld the hostl11ti.s as a battle betw •• n Arabi and Per.lana, 

harklng back to the tradi tlonal anta&onll. be weln the two 

people. Husayn bu reptat.dly called tor a "dlolsive vlctory . ' 
aver 'the hraian ene~.·6 On ~other occalion HÙ8ayn _de 

• 
. the point that ·.hile th. Arabs bad be.n a IOurCI ot cultural 

radiation to humanity thl ftraiana ~d nlvlr rl.ln except a. , 
. auressive lnvadera ex~lnc at the Ixpenae ot oth.,.. and . 

d.l~roy1nl the c1vili.atlona ot othlr peopl..... • .. 1 ~U8ayn 
ha. cl.arly cho.en to averloole the ~ laporta!it thlnklra 

, 
and the contrlbutlona that ~y _dl one. th. 'Irliane bad 

•• brac.d Illaa. 

In DI~t 1n8tancll Hu.am ... .hGwn • wllllft1Jle •• to 
• 

ahould.r tM reaponaibl11ty tor initlat1.nc th. Oulf War. On 

59. 

nu..roua other ocoa.ion. however, he paintl a totally ditterent 

aClnario. * baa be.n knoWn to argue that th. ..,reallon 

, 
Cl 

co .. nc.cl on 'S.ptl.ber 4, and not on S.pt.aber 22, a. 11 

pn.rally acc.pt.cl. Kt thereby 1IIpl~t •• th. Iranlana as 

t~ agre'liv, party ancl the lra~l. a. _rel)' rtipollldlnc to 
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thelr lnitlatlve. In one spetch he noted, -the &l&re •• lon 

aaalnat our count17 launched on Septt.ber 4, 1980 by 

KhOMi.n!'. cllque wal a de.ptrate attt.pt to check ~ht moye-

60. 

.. nt of hi.toric natlonal ravival and human cultural progres8 

achieved br Iraq" revolut1on led br ~Ildtnt Sadd .. Hualein,-a 

,FurthenaoI't, he, utl, poin'tlnc to lranian l'Ûlt, what , 
, 

justified -the till1nc of _o.tn and childrtn ln the streetl 

ot ~ ••• tl11in&. tbat did, ln tact take place betort 

Septe.ber 4, 1980, the date ot Iran'. bi.t.t aclnl.ion on 

Iraq, -.nd it toot place beton Septe.ber 22 the date on which 

we atood up and repulltd their &&In.lion on a much 1ar,er 

Ica1t.·9 In the ..... ptech ht claiu that -r1cht up to 
. . 

Septtmber 22, 1980 the)' tept 1aac1n1n& tM)' could huailiate 

the lraqil and llaltt lervan'tl out ot the. a. th.)' had don. ln 

relpect of tM ArabI ot Aràbi.tan.-10 
, 

...>.. K_~ lee.d to acmowlectp tbat the cause o.t tht war 
• .. 'r • 

.. 1 not tM Sbatt-ù-ûab but rathtr that the Shatt-a1-Arab 

bec_ an ill\118 on which the)' could prott t, 

lt ::r.arecl tut t_ 11'lJÛAn8 Md wanted 
to' • us 10le our patitnce and teaper when 
.a.)' ltart.cl boabi ... our towna. At .uoh a 
.. tep tbq ara daa4 r1cht ••• one. • .rtt 1. 
toro.4 to "Iort to 1 tl &l"8ed fOI"O'I, 1 t 
woul,4 be \8lW1le not 't0 utl11 •• tbele torc •• , 
to nlton ript. tbat ha4 been usurptcl. 
partloularlJ .ben part ot thl. rl.ht i • 
• x,.. ... 4 1ft ter.a ot ttrr1torie., .aae-
ot wh10h bacl bien •• 4 br tbe .ne., 
artllle17 t on &ocount' ot tha di.t~.hecl 
posl tion ot the .ald terri tori.. • • • .11 

JHue&yn justitled the Iraqi aurel.lon 'on Iran br re.ortine 
• 

• 
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to a tuoua quotl whioh hl bllilYld wu atU'ibutld to the 

~ CAlI. -Huaillatlcl' ~ tho.1 who an attaokld ln thlir 

ho. cround •• -12 Thua b,1.. aot woulet apP'ar to have had a 
'~ -

two-told rI .. on tor i t lavld the lraqi. tra. h\Diliatlon 

while at the ... tilll 1 t hwa111atld the lran1ana by catçh1n& 

\ • thl. UIlpnparecl. 

61. 

onel taoe4 wlth thl necI •• ity ot dealine wlth the 1 •• uI 1 

ot rlll,lon, HUBaJD dellY'rld hl. vlew. on 1.1 .. and lt. . -

connlotion wl th Arabl... By proaot1nc bil own vilw, he wu 
, 

therlby rltutfnc the ira'ullÏh·'. Que.tloninc thl lecitt.acy 

ot thl l.~e Rlvo~ution ~UI&JD notld. -In ordlr t~ 

I.l.,ue nvolutlon '10 be pnuinely Ialuie, 1 t .ut' bI a 

triend ot the Arab nvolution. Any cbntradletlon Htween a ' 

revolutlon whieh ôalll It.elt I.laalc and thl Arab revolutlon 

.. ~ that the nvolutlon li not Illaa1e •• 13 On yet another, 

oceuion the lraql Prelident ltatecl that 1 t fta -not a 

.en eoineldenci that Iraq .. _de the tar,et ot attack by 

the lran1an re,lM; •• in t.ru ot it., a.lu and .. th04., wu .. 
tÀl10nd to tho.1 ot ton~cn oountrle. ho.tile to Arabi •• 

and lilu •• ~4 In sePtI.ber 1980 wbln !,ue&yn "bropt.d the 

Alaier. Alree.nt .,. .a1d. -thl rul1nc cllque in Iran perlli.t, 

ln uaina tbl tac. ot nll,lon to tOMnt '.ecll tlon and dlv~lÎion 

-one the ~ of the Arab natlon d •• pi te the dlttleul t 

ei~UMtance. throUlh whieh the- Arab nation 1. PU'1nI. 'rhe 

invocation ot rell,10n li only a •• Je to cavlr fenian racl •• 

and a bur1.d re.ent.ent for thl Arab •• - l5 

• 
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Dawl.h& clalu that a. luly a. 1911 Hua'&)'n h&d expound-
• 

.cl hi. 'Yll.' on the roll 1.1 ... houlcl pl~ ln Arab polltlci 
, , 

ancl .0ol.1;)t .16 In 01\1' acld"... h. .ay.. HUoIayn a.t.ct 
• • 

rhl'toriolJ.l~ whlther the Arab chancteri.tic. ot lntegri ty. 

tru'th and bonor OUI into belna beton 1.1 .. :11 Hi. own 

&nllwer clai .. Dawl.ha n. unlquivocal. ·the.e value. Ixiatect 

beton I.lu but naturally chane'cl and .oditiect wlth the 

deVIloP-nt ot .ocie~ •• 18 \ ,.;' 

Hua.,n atate4 unapololltlcal1~ that the "ctblat . ~ . 
conception ot tbe .tate wa. not tbat ot the bUuU;h'" He 
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.tatact on nUlllroUol occa.ioM that "our par" i. not nlutral. 

between t.ith and athei ••• 11: 1. al..,. on thl .1de ot rellc10n • 

but 1 t 1. not a "li,loUl party. nor o~t 1 t ever to be •• 19 

Stre •• 1nc the prlde wblch the Arab. h&d ln the lI' heri tq~ , 

he d.cla1'ed. 

We are a nation. jncl ln order tbat thi. 
natlon dOl. not appeu u thoUCh It bad 
been onate4' br l'lu whioh .oulcl .""ncthen 
nllcloUi ocmaerYatl ••••• n hae to e.phaalle 
th&t the bi.tol7 of the Arab natlon extends 
to the anoient ac..... . 20 

Anoth.r ti .. he explained. 

OUr 14.0101J.1. not a reprocluctlon ot a 
nll&1oUl pb110.ophJ. It' 1. thl lellolO&)' 
ot lit. for Arab. and carrie. ~ .pirlt 
ot 'tbllr ai •• ian ••• 1nclu41na thif.plrit 
ot 181&8, but wlthin a nt. context which 
1. open to contlnuoUi el.v.lopa.nt. AI 
luchr althouah lt conuina th. Arab 
.plrit ln l.laa, our lel.oloCf il n.lther 
a rel1cioua idlolOl)' nor il i t ccntra­
d1ctor)' to rt11cion. , 21 

, 
In an aclelre •• to "he ICatlonal ..... bl~ in 1981 ~~ayn 

---------- --,-- ------- --,-----
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stated that -a person who atte.~s to humiliate the Arab. 

~eannot bt a true JIwIliâa •• 22 He continued alolll in thi. 

vein, drawina the conclusion that "the Musli. who re.pects 

the Arab., their riaht., their sovereisnty and their lana~,e 
f 

is conaidered .. &ooel Mualill •• 2) Husayn is demonstratina 
• 

by the., remarie. that he. lite the lp,tyllih, has hi .... own 

set ot criterla by whieh he judl'I a perlon to be a .t~ 

lIu.lia ... 

Turnlnc the diseua.lon troll the ,eneral to the .pecific . , 

Husayn demanded. ·d~ we want th. Penians to be trul Muali.s . " or do w, reJect thell a. Muali .. ?" HI replieda 

tn' anawer to that is .. do not(want to reject 
th'.). w. wish the. to be true lluali_, (tbat 
1. to s., we wilh those) people who covern in 
Tebran now (~o be true llualiu). A tn. Muall. 

4 would neVer have " .. on to .spo""e wbat is 
contrac1ietory to that trait 1ft the Arab 
character which the ~ •••• aphasi •• s. A 
trua NualiJa should. iiliVIlabl;y a.slre an Arab 
to be the .. ster ot hi •• lt a. he .hould d.slre 
that all Arabs to b. the .It.r ot the .. elv •• , he 
should .nd.ayor to see~th ••• tronc and pow.rtul. 25 

On th. hOMtront Husayn laud,d c AlI and Huaa;yn a. .' 
• • 

,estun ot &oo4will to the Jh1.Cites ot Iraq. and .. a .eana ot 

•• eurine th.ir loyal ty and cooperation. '1'0 tt)e peopl. ot 

Iraq thl reliM's newlpa'per al-ZUImI procla~~d • 

1 

• e ,.11 ;you tbat Iraq is • true II~a 
.tate, and th. people ot Iraq, as w.ll a. 
i t. leAden, believe in Ood and the teachines ' 
ot Isl.. .. a "li,ion &n4 u • hl ri tap • 
Inde.ci Pre.ident Hualeln's relular visits to 
the holy .brin ••••• i. a clear proot ot hl1 
deep and unequivocal taith ••• and buildina a 
ao.que in Yuco.lavia il-a livi, aanit •• iat­
ion ot Iraq '. ettort to .preaci hl val ... ot . 



.. 
I.laa all over th. world. 2~ 

Ad.ect Da.l.ha, olal_ t~ the r.Il. hacl to _kt ftat •• ntl 

lite thi. one in an ettort to convlnoe the people that 

Iraq" l.ader. w.re lood IUall .. 'to a population whloh .11ht 

have be.n heavlly ~Uld wlth Arabi •• yet neverth.l ••• 

• tlll adhenel .trGnllY to It. I.laa1o talth. 2? Dy oonvlncinc 

the lraqi population ot th.ir r.lllloUi .lnc.rlty th. Iraqi 

nll .. reapeel ~ twotold pin. ~h.y oount.red th. o~rl" 1 

bl1nc l.v.lleel agalnat th •• b)' th. lranlan -u11 jU and th.y 

d'1'loted the nl1.lle al bell1& .taunch1y behiNt th. shlcI 

urtyrs who they prot •••• d to love and re.pect a. .Ull1.-, 

Ara b IIuIliJlJf. 

)Il any propapnda war 1 •• ue. whioh under norul olroWl­

stano •• would nev.r have attraot.d &nJ attention rl.. to th • 

• urtace d.aandl", anaw.r.. One in.tano. ot thl. wa. the 

1 •• ue ot th. pre •• nce wlthln Iran, b.ton th. tal1 ot tl!e 

Shah; ot an I.ra.ll dlplo.&tl0 .1 •• 10n. Whl1. an I.ra.ll' 

.1 •• 10n ln It •• lt 1. a caUi' tor oont.ntlon ln th. !rab and 

1IUI11ll world 1 t really had no Marini what.oev.r on th. war • 

. In addition, the .1 •• 10n had been .xpell.ct by th. lxatyllih 

when he u.u.e4 power, thUi 1IIk1nc 1 t • ct.ad 1 •• ue. Never­

thel •••• 'HuaIlft •• ls.4 on the 1 •• u. and trl.ct to .cor. a. 
~ 

" any point. a. po •• lbl •• ' He rebult.ct tor.er rorelan Minl.ter 

IbrahIa YasdI tor allowlna an I.raell dlplo_tlc .. 1 •• 10n lnto, 

Iran. Wh~n YasctI repli. ct that th. n.w Ioy.rn.ent o~uld not 
( 

be he14 relponalbl. tor th. d •• d. ot the Shah. Huaayn oall.ct 
• 
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thi. 'an .xeua •• addlnsl -balieally th. lranianl are a Muslim 

peopl.. eona.q .... ntly and a. a' peopl.. aeo.ptinc an tlraeli 

diplo.atie ai •• ion in a Muali •• tat •. ean only ntl.ct a 

d.tloi.ney in the d.,re. ot tait~ •• poua.d b.Y th.m.-28 
'1 

~u.ayn appeared to tu. Ire a t d.lilht in polnti, out 

to the n.w lranian l.ad.ra th. d.bt that th.ir nvolution 

ow.d to ~he Arab.. -Let ua not ~or,.t.· h. lald to th. Iraq! 

National A •••• bly. -that th. lran1ana und.r.tood th.ir 

revolutlon on the .tnqath ot th. !rab cultural h.rit .... 

65. 

line. the bali. ot their revolution wu rell&ion--th. v.ry 

nli,lon that had be.n orlainally brouaht to the. by th. Arab.~29 
1 

Pre.ld.nt HUlayn al.o toot .~c.ption to the lranlan .. 
in.lnuation that th.y w.re th. only on •• , who und.ratood and 

practlc.d the tn. I.lu of the Proph.t. ~ on. occa.lon 

Huaayn d •• erlbed Axatullih. JCh~I al the ~turban.d Shah-
• 
who •• re&lM. h. cla1lled. wa. -bacnard an4 raei.t.- He 

allo toot th.,Opportunity to acou.. lran'I rul1nc .lit. ot 

v~olat1n& àn~ di.tortlna the ba.ic valu •• ot I.lam.JO In 

anoth.r addre.. th. lraql pre.ld.nt charc.d th. lranian resim. 
\ 

wlth tr,ylnc to d.eelv. lranian and world public opinion 

b.Y ta1.i~lcatioftl about th. r.al roll th. rekl.. had b •• n 

pl&7~ .ine. th. d.paFture ot th. Yhah. ~uaayn w.nt on to 

araue tbat -.ueh .tal.ltleatioM COIII und.r th. eov.r ot llla",. 

Ev.ry ltand uk.n by th. lranian re,iae ha. I.lu Intrudlnc 
/If> '. _ 

ln 1 t. In other word. 1 t COll.. UJ1Cl.r th. 1Jli1' ot Ill_ to 

.xplolt the lranian way ot thlnklnc and l.ad It Into ai.-



• 

( , 

conceptlon ••• • )1 
• 

Iraqi propapnda conàtantly .ttacked Iran, ~~,r her 

eXpan.81on1.t, ~1JIII. It waa aaid that the mulljba were in 

tact worae than the Shah in thia regard because while they 

harbored the aue designa on tore1gn terrltor1e. a. ,the Sha1\, , 

the Ialamie clerica re.orted to the use ot lalam a. a caver 

tor thelr territorial ~bitiona. AbdUlghani quote. Preaident 

Kusayn wlth regard to thi. i •• ue • 
• 

~he Iranian rull11i Clique ha. been~i.ln& 
religion •• a caver to Ixpand at t e nae 
ot Arab aoveretgnty ••• and to tOllent.e ~ion. 
and <liv1s10M amone th' ranks ot the Arab" /J 
natlon ••• Kho .. 1ni'. religidn i. only a tal" ~ 
.. sk eaverina Pen1an' rae! •• an<l th. <leep· 
root.<l hatrad acainat the Arab •••• th. clique 
i. usina relia10n to inatig.t. tanat!ciam. 
hatrad an<l <livi.iOM HOng the people. of 
the ",lon. 32' 

• 
Reading th!. apeeeh it i. quite clear t~t Husayn ha. choaen 

• 
to h1gh11,ht the racial component of the contllct an<l he 

blame. the tradi tional anillo.i ty between Arab. and Penians 

for the aa<l atate ot afta1r. betw.en th. two countri... It 

.1. equally cleu that he r.cognis •• the stron& apptal of 

Khwaaynl's Isluie proPAIanda and must' do his be.t to expose . 
the way relillon 1. b.lna ua.d to llanipulate the people. 

u 

Settinl ~elf up as ·Protector of the Gult-, Hu.~ 
• 

attacked JQ" .... ynI and hi. rIC1- for t"he threata they had 

.. <le to the Gulf .tate. and tor their con~1nUl<l pre.ence ln 

the i.lancl. of Abu ,lIuaa and th. Great.r and. lAs.er 'rumb •• 

Husayn ha<l .tatecl on .any inatanc •• that the war wu being 
• 
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waged ~ behalt ot the Arab nation, the Gulf and Iraq?3 On 
, 

Septe.ber 28, 1980 he declared that Iraq wu tighting tor 

the Arab nation and the citizen. pt the Gult. He termed 

the war •• decisive battle for the Arabism ot the Gulf and tor 

deterring the expanaionist P8raian ambitions .ince Iraq was 

defending the sovereignty, honor and rights ot the Arab 

nation.·34 Aocording to Abdulghani, Husayn observed that 
• 

-Khomeini's scheme through the so-called Islamic Revolution 

.,a was to destabilise the region throuah inci ting religlous 

sectarien strlte.-35 Setting the record straight once agaln, 

he continued. ·We in Iraq retuse such a madieval ideology.·36 

Shibli-al-Ail .. i, Assistant Secreatay alneral ot the laCth 

National Command, maintained that "the leader. ot the Iranien . 

Revolution wlre sectarian in their outlook. li.iting their 

viaw· ot àn Islamic state to the Jaatari Shiei view, they 

are narrow m1nded and tracl1 tional. ,,:n Dawisba claiu that . 

Husayn is suspieious ot "some opposition force. who .eek 
• 
under the coyer ot religion to entice the regl.. into inter­

tering in reli,ious matters whieh would pl~ the party into­

varioUi sectarien interpretatlo~ ot Isl ... • 38 Dawisba 

continue •• "Hua.eln'. clear Appreciation ot Iraq's .ectarian 

4ivfaiona ~ relntorce4 hi. own ideolo,ical llan1ngs into 

en4eavor1nc conacioualy to minimise thl role of Isl.. in 

Iraq's polltical activity."J9 ... 

The Iraqi regi_ clai.s that on .., 11. 1980 .Hujat al-
~ 

Islla Pawsi aa14a ·Iran's hand is long an4 tbat the Iraqi 

.. 
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~Cltes fOrll half the poPul.;ation, and that they are falth­

tul to lCho~inl and not to Saddam ... 40 Notwi thatanding 

his claia, Dawisha states that Mln Iraq, religion as a 

motivating toret was simply not powlr!ul enough to dislodge 

the secularist lac'h leadership trom power.-4l Thi. proved 

to be true when the anti-Husayn coQp KhumaynI envisaged failed 
• 

to materialize. 

On September 22. 1980 Husayn ln his eapacity as Chair-? • 
man of the Revolutionary Command Council I18de an emotlonal 

appeal to the "masses of the Arab nation" urging hls soldi.ra 

on. 

Descendents ot'Ali bin Abu Talib. UDar 
ijus&yn, Salah-al-D1n-al-Ayyoubi, and Muthanal 
valiant anDy. pric11 of Iraq, pride of thl 
!rab nation. dllcenden's of Sa'd bin Abu waqqas 
... it is the banner of QldiHS and the honor 

,of the II1lsion once apin w c traq and the 
- Arabs ~ve placld in your ftaDds and on your 

shouldera. We an confident that you are 
wortby of thi. mis.ion and wlll discharge 
it and protect the sovereignty, honor and 
traditions ot your land, people, nation and 
glorloua history. 42 

Thi. apptal ia in tone tar more nationali.tic than rellgious. 

Although thera 1. an Is1amic content in the speech. the main 

tocua of Husayn'. the MuBlim Arabs as Arab. and on 
• 

Arab syaboliam. Once again he has éhosen to emphasize the 
J 

, raclal nature of the victory over the religious nature of the 

battle. Dawisba note. that -the president and his colleagues 

urged th. 'Arab' population of Iraq to reereate the battle 

~ ",ddi.iya when in 637 the Musli.ma of the Arabian peninsula 

u 
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defeated the Sasaanid Persians and expelled the Persians 

trom all of lraq.-4J 

'l'he I~qI regime constantly stressed the necessi ty of 

protecttng th. Arab home land trom any outside force that 

threatened 1 t. Iraqi propaganda appeared to say that al­

though Iraq, bad en+.ered the fray reluctantly, once she had, 1 t 

was on behal.f of and at the behest ot the 

only for Iraq. Tahlr TawfIq, a member of 
• 

RegIonal Command. also talled to make the 

Ârab communlty, not 

the Iraqi aaCth Party's 

Jlstlnctlon between 

the war being an Iraqi war or· an all-encompasslng Arab confllct. 

He lssuèd a statement in whlch he attacked the "aggresslve. 

raclst pollcy· of the new lranian regime.44 Furthermore, he 

vowed that the Arab natIon would ·cut off the criminal hands 
• 

that seek to toper wlth the Arab home lands sovereignty and 

terrItorIal integrIty.,,45 It Should be noted that TawfIq ia 

using a well-known Islamic practlce, the cutting off of 

crlminal bands, as a symbol, to hammer home his point. He at 

least has chosen to address the Iranians in language which 

has meaning for them. 

Husayn has portrayed both he and his colleagues as 
• 

custodians of the BaCtnist revolution in Iraq. Far from 

shirk1nc thelr responsibilities to both the nation and the 

revolution Husayn saw ln the Iranian aggression an opportunlty 
• 

to ~etend and promote She BaCthist revolution all over again. 

In a speech publlshed amphlet, Thys We Should Fiiht 

PersiMI, he announced. "th Iranlan regiae' s aggression has 

1 
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been our. revolution 's decisive responae to a serio\1B part 
. 46 

in the ene.~e8 deàigns on the Revolution. Il He continued. 
\ 

-althoUSh we "-id not desire war,' w~t ensued, bowever. 

added a new spirit to our peOP1 •• -47 

Al though Husayn called for and stres.ed IraQ.' 8 pl!1ce in 
, . 

the greater A~b nation he wal also ~l.arly proud of bel~_ 

~ Iraq1. llndoubtedly exa8pe~~.d wi th r the1r. çolonial ex­

perience' and enjoylng Iraqi independence ,Husayn volced hia 
':l ' • 

sentiments on this .aubject in an impa8aioned speech to the 

lraqi Na tlonal Assellbly 1 

, , " 

Turks and. Iranianà alterna ted in a long 
effort and under the mantle of Islu, ,ta 
eetablish their rule over Ira"Cl. ' This tllle 
WB say eno~, ~e want neithel'" Turkey,' nor, 
Iran. nor lnae,ed ~ other nation. We are 
Iraqisl and a8 such we are part of the Arab 
na tion and the !rab, hOlleland. We in 1 raq 
have our own Indlvlduall ty and character 

, an4 as $uch •• behave( and conquet ouraelves 
as we se8 fit and 8ui~.ble ••• we are not 
<1emanding sOlDething that 18 cOllplicatedt 

. all one wants 18 to have an W\ruffled 
mind. a clear"consc1ence and to live wlth­
.out en~lelDents. 48 

Tuming the focus of his speech back to Iran ànd the current 

hostl11ties. the P.re~ident noted dlspara gingly that "Khomeini's 
, . , 

me ntali t.Y doea net Beam to be' c8.i~ble. ot dif'ferent1,ting' , 

bebeen places and people in asse~1ng a sltuatiori. He, st~H 
lives under the misconceptlon that since he was able to over­

tnrow the Shah, then he Is able to overtbrow Saddam Hussein 

Here. while 
ô 

crlticizing KhumaynI, t!1e IraQ.i President presents --c.himsel1' 

~n a strong posl tion to hl-s home audience. 

, 
, , 
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According to the lraqis, KhumaynI asserted that he had 

received petitions, frQm Iraq imploring him not ta conclude 

any &fireementa wi tl"'. Sadd.8.m HuSayn, because they aaid that . ~. . 
S~ddaa ·killa and executes the ~jahidin."50 ~ 1 ask you," 

Husayn said in an address to the National Aasembly, ·ta 
• 
consider the tutili ty o~ thia rotten mind. Les8 than a year 

ago 1 called this man rotten. l repaat what 1 aaid then and 

add that hia mind. la ~xtremeIY rotten •• .51 A statement such , . 
as this one illuatrates how very personal the attacks' became 

at tilDes between' the two leaders in their -propaganda war. 

71. 

Whether Husayn was boasting, deludlng himsel.f or disputing 
• l • ~ ... 

lranian Allegations of wrongdoing, the Iraqi President claimed 

that his country 'a armed !orcss did not forget th,ir princlples 

when they moyed into Iran. He asaerted. "they delibe.rately 

wai ted a long time at the doors of Muhammarah to giva the 

lrani=.ns a chance to evacuate that town's women. chUdren and 

non~omba~ants •• 52 The lranians, however, have taken a 

diffeZ<ent view with regard to the alleged evacuation. On 

numerous occasions they have accused the Iraqis af comml tting 

atrocl ties ag~lnst civil.ians. 

Attacking the lranlan regime for its 8elf-righteoLlB 

view ot lta reltgious superiori ty HWlayn noted. "1'0 themselves , 
alone the J"Ulers of Iran attribute everything that la good 

in the real.JD of religion •• .53 This aura of rel1giousness wi th 
, 

which Husayn had no hope of competing obviously wa,s a cause 
• 

of some anxiety tor the, Iraqi President. On sUl.I another 

/ 
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t'Occa.i.J Husayn stat.d • 
• 

Nor clo tho •• (Iran1an leadera) haVI Any 
connectlon .1 th relilion. W. cannot aay 
th.. • .. about tM Arab.. nor can .. say 
that the lraqi. do not cOIIpr.hend relilion. 
'l'he Prophe't pro.ised Paradile to ten plople 
and, ev.n that ... not clone on hia initiative 
but in tultillJlent of • c-.and _de by God 
... Kho .. in1. on the otber hanc1. prOllls .. 
P&radl.. to 1I11l10ns ot peQple. Thia 11 a 
noyel.tr. 1 -do not think that the Alaifhty 
int.n414 to honor Khoaeinl ,,1 th lo_th ne 
that nad be.n denied to a11 divine Apoatles 
beton h~. " 54 

In this spe~ Hua&yn apptara to be slttl", hluel! as an 
• 

authori ty -on God' 8 intenUons. What il novel ln this spe.ch 

is that the Imql President i8 {beg1nn1ne to ~und Viry Auch 

11ke his toe, the batu11ib XhumaynI. Both'" have taken i t 

upon themaelves to be the Interpretera of God 'a will and . , 
intentions. 

In April 1982, the Iraq! Pre.idlnt 'lI&de a speech ln 

whlch he echoecl sentiments often expres •• d by the Iranianl. 

He said. 
l 

We aha11 never tire of matins sacrifices 
as long .. WI mow that right-1s on our 
11de, .. lone as we mow tfiat God la wlth 
~. 'l'oday. our gnat anc.stor, the tather 
of a11 _n1ra. Husayn, Illy God 's Feace be 
upon hiII. stands al • lotty 8yabol ot 
he roll.. W. hl. prouc1 d •• cend.nt. art 
proud to be conn.ct.d wlth hia ••• are 

, proud to bt tied to hl. ln soul and blood. 
w. art flghtin& to datend right. justice 
and th. hOly land ot Iraq which barbora the ' 
re_lna ot'tour ancistor 'Ali. Nay God bright­
en his race. 55 

Dawllha points out tbat in this pa..'I8' Husayn -skillfully 
• 

counteracta Iran1an claiu that he il ~ 'intidel' and an 

\ 
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'eno~ or Ill .. ' by hi. der.ronce ta Iraq '. 18laa.l: her~(.~e 1 

'by hit N.pect for and lo)'al ty ta th. two _in eymbole ot 

shlcI 1.1.&11, and by relli..n.ding his liltenera that 1 t i. 

they, the Arab. • and not the 1 rani ana , who are the de acendent. 

ot 'Ali and HWlayn •• 56 
• 

In an acldn.a ta the Ira,* national Meellbl)' th. 

President bad the tollow1ng word_ to aa)' on the public '. right 
~1, 

to the acee.1 ot Information. Hi_ words are ot intenat to 

us for a varlety or r.alons. 

In tact _oml ot our Brethren have àn 
opinion in this relpect--they maint.in 
that this praetic.(ot ,1v1nc out intor-' 
_tion)i_ unWlual in war, r replied b)' 
aayilll that this u.y Dot be th. 'Ullual 
pract1c. but i t il our practici. we would 
prater to have our people get ,the intormation 
trom ua ratl)er than trolD other 10ure.I, and 
we prerer to have our people h.ar the truth­
as it 1.. O\.W people w11l not hesita~e ta 
,1 ve a thoualibd. wo, three or Iven 'tan 

~ thousand martyre. they are a tough breed 
and they do not cona1der WAr to be a 
childrena pme in the lDI.nl\er ot the 
batollih Khomllinl and:BanI Sadr look 
at it. and the)' will not quit on account 
ot -caaualti •• (irnlpectlv. ot volume). 
The people ot Iraq .ere torceci to go to 
war. bût the)' willingl)' accepted the 
challe,..e in detenee or thelr honor, 
inte,rit)' and .overeipt)' acain.t tho •• 
who attempted ta h\Dillate the. and 
UIIurp tlwir right.. 51 

\ 

Al thollh th11 speech i. ai .. <1 at th. Iraqi people one cannot 

averloolt the ahot Hus"yn takea at the lraniana tor emplo)'lng 
•• . ~ 

. chl1dren a8 aoldier. in wba t he elearl)' considera to bt a 

man 'a work. 'l'hè .econd thinc tha t . atrikee the reader la the 

way in which HUSayn triea to manipulate the pub11c into 
• 

• 
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becolll1n& a01c11.n. and It n.c.aaary, martyr.. One a180 

.WlJ)eO't. tbat h. 1. cndl 't1n& Iraq' s goy.mm.nt tor a1lowing 

trè.doa o~ 'th. preaa. a condl 'tian tha't would be highly 

œuaual even in peaeetllDe. In 'the spe.ch Huaayn i .... ting 
• 

an att •• pt tQ boo.t the 1I0ral. ot th. Iraqi. by intorm1n,p 

tb •• that th. goy.maent has confidence in 'th •• and lauc1inc· 

'th •• tor th.lr tirav.ry. Pina11y, he is trying to make th.1I 

bell.v. tha't th.y live under tre.r conc1i tians than they 

actually do.
1 

In an ac1c1res. to th. Iraqi Cabinet on th. contlict wi'th 

I~ th. ~sident stretch.d credu11ty ,to th. liait when 

he ~iat.d th. tollowing oc~.nce 1 ·We _y litewise wond.,r.· 

he aaiel. ·what 1lÙ •• the c1auah't.r Cot a martyr) approach us 

74. 

and a.k \&II no'th~ 1I0re 'than ta k.ep ourlalv.a in lood h.a1th • .. 58 

'Pralling th. Iraqla in an attallpt to n'tain 'thalr support 

tor h1l war .ttort HUlayn made the 1'ollowlng observations 1 
• 

W. know 01' no other place on earth wh.r. 
peop1e. old and YOUl\&. th. very t .. l1l.ts 
ot _rt)'re. tac. Sadclam Hu. •• 1n and tell 
hia tha't tho •• 10lt are a 'Iacrltic.' 'to 
)'ou ••• What the)' want to .xpres. 'to hi. 
and the Revolutlon 'throuah h1Ja. il tbat 
wbat they .ay ànd te.l repre •• nt. th • 
•••• nc. 01' th. prevail1nc n.w Ipiri t ot 
the lraql.. w. have n.v.r be.n 111.­
tat.n iri •• n.in. thi. apirit Camons th. 
lraql.>' nor have w •• ver thoucht other­
wi •• ln thi. 'Y.ry r.apect. Perhapi 
''Y.n .0. "01'1& you II&)' have accusld ut . 
ot .xag.ratlon. or .ven arropnc. for 
,'th •• reat •• t ••• in whlch w. have al.ayl 
held th. Iraqi people. As a .att.r ot tact 
1 MV,e· h.ard 10 .. th1n& ot thi. nature trom 
lraqls--'they .ay that 1 put too lIuch trust 
in Iraqia and ~hat 1 ov.rea't18at. th.ir \ 

• 

, 

... 

- -ot 

, 
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pot.nUa!. 59 

In thil .peech KWla)'n i. atte.ptin& (IlCI qain to boolt 

th~ .oral. ot th. Iraql people br t.lltnl thl. bow .plrlt.d 

and truatworthy the)' an. 

Th. prope.p.ncla ot the ~1 go..mm.nt, just al tbat 

ot the Iran1an ",1 .. , I.rv.el two purpo •••• whil, lt omt.recl 

on and torcltully attacklel the ~n • .,. lt allo •• rved to 
...:.- ... ~-~~~--~ --

builel "'p th" aoral. ot th. people at ho_. ' 

In every war 1t 1. the ta.k or lavematnt. ta rall)' 

its eltl •• na .quart!)' blhinel the WAr tttort beina conclucteel. 

Cltblne must ba Ihown that thtre wert exttnlatlng clrcuutanc .. 

anel that all atit.pts to achi.vt a lol",tlon throuah c11plo_tle 

ohann.la had De.n ,xhal.l8tecl. Al thoup th. war ha. lar,tly 

been ldentltlecl wlth Hl.l8ayn in lraq1ht bal macle lt plear 
• < 1 

tbat he .Int to WAr on bthalt ot th. Iraql people WhO had a . . 
ri,ht to the terrltol"1 that had baen uaurped.60 

, 

It hae baen shown that althouch th. Iraq! ,regi •• Imploy.d 

Islam in 1011' of lta propaganeSa lt never oecupieeS or played 

a" dominant rol.. Arab nationalis., Arab Iymboll and th. 

ethnie rlvall"1 between Arabs and Ptrsiana ngund lIoat of'ten 

in Ipteohel and broadcuta. Glven th. personal belletl of' 

HU81.1ft anel the a.oular lel.01ol1 whleh la lntrinl1c to the 
• 
Ba eth party, thil la hard.l)' lurprlling. P~hermore. &8 1 t 

. 
hal already baen noteel, Iven lf' Husayn bad want,d ta mak • 

• 
Illu the tocal polnt ot hie propasancla caapalgri he wouleS have 

,been at a dlaadvant .. e tor he bael no l'lope or oo.patins w~th 

" . 
" 

; 

• 
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Cona1uaion 

KhwaaynI' a brand ot a m1li tant, poli tlcal Islam had 

,more than a 11 tt~e influence in the outbreak of the Iran­

Iraq War. R. 1. RalDazanl notea that -ever since Iraq 

1aunched ita all-out war aplnet Iran on September 2~, 1980. 

the la1 .. 1e id,o~olY has been a major instrument ~t lIlill tary 

mobI1bation for the conduct ot the war.·~ Now, over 11ve 

yeara later the war appeara dooilld to contlnue IndefinI tely. 

Propapnda haa been r&aponaible tor a great deal of 

the anilloei ty that' has been generated and allowad ta flourish 

unbridled batwten the twa warrlng states. It has been the 

source of increased vehell,n~e. 'langer. diatrust and suspicion. 

It haa, as a resu! t, rendered the conflict more salie nt and 

d,crea.ed" the l.~~8lihOod of a settlement tha t could le ad ta 

a peaCtf1Ù co-existence. 60 10118 aa. Husayn- and Khumaynl 
p • 

re_ln awom eneai •• the chanQe for any 41scusliona remain 

re.ot,. The ohanCt. of thelr renouncing their personal : 
\ . 

fee1I1'111 and att~lr\i down to the buaPteas of endi:ng the war 

are Il~r .til~. It has been augaestad that "he removal 

of 81 ther KhwaaynI or' Husayn fl'o. the he1ms of their respect-
• 

ive governlMpta would facUi tate negotlations that c01Ùd laad 
,~ 

to ta ceasation or hoatl11ties.» Musayn, however, seell. ta b8~ 
• 

p 
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securely ln place in Baghdad and although there have besn 

rumo,ra about KhwaaynI'8 failing health, from al1 accounts he( 
i8 sUll very much involved in lranian aft'aira. If Husayn 

• 
was to step down or be relieved ot nis exec\ltive positions 

the chance tor a peacetul conclusion to tne war beeomes more 

of a possibllity. The lranian reglme haa concentrated Its 

attaoka on Husayn and tney place much or the blame for the 
• 

war on his shouldera. In Iraq the wu has 1argely been 

percalved as Husayn's war and ldentified with hilll. Prom the 
• 

out.et Husayn encouraged the .edla to reter to the conflict 
• 

as Saddalll's wadislXXah.2 ln -Not Quite Armageddonp Impact of 

the War on Iraq" "the authora sute that the -decision to go 

to war, and the couree the war nas t&ken. cannat be 8eparated 

from the poUtical ambitions and limitations o~ Saddam 

Hus.ein.· 3 The governaent and the president h1JDaelt. have 

fost~red an ialA8e ot oneness between tne peraonal1ty of 

Sad.dam Husayn and the war. Hence, his relloval. while difficult, .' . 
would serve t. ends. The lranians might prove amenable to 

the idea of a ceasefire and the lraqis could heap their Anger, 
1 

frustration and eritlclall on a t1gure no long8'r powerful. 

Blaaae could b. squarely atta'*ed to Husayn and ~reed f'rolll 
• 

th!s Itl_ the road ta Iraq' 8 reconstruction and recovery 

could pt un~.rway • 
.-

The llst o~ prvequisites that the lranians have set, 

whieh they ineist must precede arw peace overtures laeve the 

lraqi8 wlth litt le viable alternative but to continue the war. 

, " 

• 



The lranians deaaanc1 that the Iraqi regime adJait to being the 

&&greasor, and to the payment of astronoœical war reparations, 

IDOst omnloualy, they· demand a war crimes trial for the Iraqi 

otticials, s1allar one would assume to that held at 

Nuremburg. Undoubtadly the star def'endan't would be the 

.president, Sadd&m Husayn. The lraqis cannot, or at least not 
• • • 

at the present tlJDe, bow to such hUllliliating conditions, nor 

one suspecte i8 Husayn wi11ing to aecompdate the Iran!ans by 
• 

vaeating his high posts. At the tille of wri ting the war has 

settlec1 into a very cOltly war of attrition, punetuated by 

periodic ~ir strikes and ground assaults. Neither side appeara 

willing to adai t clefaat and KhUll&ynÏ will probably hold out 

for major concessions froID the Iraqls. 

A war of worda couenced between the lraqis ând the 

lranians even prior to the outbreat of' hostili ties. and 

inc1eed ,.!; partlally r8sponslble for the esea1ation of the 

confl1ct. The ·lyatul.lih's taunting remarks required a 

r8sponse. Once the Iraq!s obliged the clerics w1 th invectives 

of thelr own the propaganda war was launched. Once the 

war had begun propaganda was UBed to denignte the enemy and 

8ecure support :troll home audiences. 
) 

A't th. tint ~ound ot Iraq! troops IDOV.\,ng onto Iran!an 
1 

soil the governaent in 'llhran alludad to mystioal and 

religioWi symbolisml and the lranian clergy played down the 

tnr.eat posecl by Iraq. They cpntlden-tly predicted the down­

fall ot the "worthless in!idel who opposea 1s1 ... " 

] 
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Iran elaims that Iraq 's aim was 'to tiiLeome the unrivalled 

superpower ot the ragion and the leader of the Arabe. Purther­

lIore, the lranianll contend that they were drawn OIinto a 

war which 'was, in the precise meaning of the word. impôsed, 

upon i t ... 4 Iraq haB discounted this claim statill8 that the . , 
war W88 impolled upon her when the new Iranian regime made 

threatenlng remarks about Iraq and i t.s. lead~r8. Iran' s 

Interference in Iraq '8 internal affaire led to a graat 

measure of insecuri ty wi thln the BaCth party ln Iraq. In 

additiçm, KhumaynI had come to regard the war in terms of a 

messianic mission. a crusadé'. He stated on more than one 

occasion that "as much as we would 11ke to free Jerusalem. 

we cannot wl thout saving Iraq :tirst. OI .5 'l'hat the Iraqis d!d 

not :teel that they required savil'1i was clearly baside ;the 

point for the ~tullah. 
\ 

Both Iran and Iraq sened notice that the y bad no 

intention of expanding territorially yet both belied their 
• 

words through their actions. Reproaehing Iraq for enterlng 

into Iranian terri tory the l rani an reglme vowed that they 

would never enter Iraq or any o1;her IluBlim land. However. 

when the opporttml ty presented 1 taelf they tollowed Iraq' s 

laad. 

Despl te the enormous loss oVUfe and the destruction 
~ 

of property. the Gulf War bas served the lranlan rulers welle 

Accordlng to Eric Hooglund. the war has served as a catalyst 

ln helpin8 the theoeratic regime to consolidate Its power. 6 

, 

\.. 
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He notes that "the Iranian clergy and their lay allies have 

used the Iraqi invasion to enlist popular acquiesence towards 

1;he ne. poli tical institu1;ions': and adds that if Tehran 

"were 1;0 accept a ceasefire W'lder the present conditions of 

apparent stalemate, the legitimacy of the regime could be 

serioualy eroded." 7 He goes one step further and claims 

that if Iran began to encounter major mili tary defeats then 

the lranian Republican Party would be blamed directly. and 

i ts effects to i1'1sti tutionalize theocracy would be in 

jeopardy.8 Ghassan Salameh alfserts that the de~dlock i~ the 

war oan only be broken if the Iranian regime should feel secure 

enough ta stop using the war as a major factor in mobilizing 
, 

support For the revolution. Nei ther. he says. se.8ms l1kely 

in the near future. 9 In :tact Salameh contend8 that the war 

" signifiee "the failure ,and yet survival of two regimes facing 

problems of legi timacy. ,,10 .. 
Al though the Shatt-al-Arab served as a convenient excuse 

to begin t,he "Wif some experts point out that now that so 

muoh blood haB been àpilled in the name 01' the Arabism of the 

Shatt-a.l-Arab, it is unlikely that the Iraqi regime can 

accept a truc. that would st:are, once again. the sovereignty 

aver the waterway.ll With all the discussions of tne exp~rt 
of' the re'Yolution. expans~onism and Is1am the question of 

the Shatt-al-Arab has receded into the background. From .. 
the early days of the war the poli tical and ideological 

components of the confiict overshadowed the territorial 

85. 
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ques.t1on. The Shatt-al-Arab l18y have provided a oover to 

eacalate the hoetlli tiee but one thing is ~ertain, no 

peace aettlement oan overlook ft. sadd&m Husayn oannot 
• • 

af'ford a settlement that would be a mere retum ta the Algie ra 

Agreement. Al though Husayn· s pas! tion appears seoure a . , 

humiliating -paace or the renuno!atlon of Iraqi ola1as over 

the entire Shatt-al-Arab coul.d wreck irreparable damage to 

his credi bil1 ty, endangering his presidency. , 
Iraq' s preempUve strike haB turned 'out to have been a 

• 
86. 

very costly one. It ,is "in the interest o~ the -ng1me to end 

the con!llct as quickly and with as Iluch honor as possible. • 

In! 1;ially, the Iraq! people had been to a large extent shel ter­

ed f'rom the affects of' the war. As the contllct dragged on, 

howevar, austerlty measures which were not popul.ar had to 
-\ 

be implemented. In order to retain pUblic support for 

his war e:1":1"ort Husayn must ensure that lif'e for ci~ilians 
• . . .. 

does not become unduly harsh. On another front Husa.yn 
• 

appears to be ancoWltering a growing problem. A 1984 

investlgative artiole ln M,R.R.LP. reports a growing 

opposition to conscription wi thln Iraq. The authors report 

that dellrtlon se eu to be a probleJD among the regular unlte 

as wall.12 They cl.im that the road tram Basra to Baghdad 

4' 1. studded wi th lIl1li Ury checkpolnts . . oftlcially 

looking for terrorlsts.,and lranian infiltrators but who' in 
~--../ 

'effect are only chècking the papers of drat't-age Iraqls. 1) 

As the paople havJ become more d1ssatisfied w1th the war the 



~ 
. reg1me has resoriec! to giving gitts to the tami11ea of dead '. 

1 

soldlers in a bid to retain thelr s~pport and one. would 

1 suspect 'their silence. 
. 

.. , It ha., been over five' yeara' aince the Iran-Iraq War 

officially began. It bas bacome inereasingly c1ear over the . 
last few yeara that the'war 18 not popular wlth all the 

cltizena of Iran and Iraq. It la undoubtèdly true t~t there 
\ 

ara ~stlll large segm.rnts of the 'Populations of both countries~ . , , 

that still support the war e~fort being conducted bi their 

raspeci~ve gove~'nta. Nevertheleas. the rumblinga have beiun 

to be he~ and these may prove to ~ a serioUB t~ctor in 

W'ldermining the wàr ~tforts of both regimes. Should the 
r 

, . 
malcontents gamer enough support ~or their anti-war stance 

the very 1egl tlmacy of the lràqi and lranian regiœes may be 

called !nto question. The hatrèd that has been generated as 

a reault.of the COnfli~t, hawever. ia not .,.i~y forgotten 

especially,~by those families that have lost a son, a father .. 
or.a huaband in t~e war. 

• 

Propaganda must shoulder a great deal of the responsibi1i ty 

for the hellh.tened tensions wh1Ch-~xisted between iran and 

Iraq prl-or to the outbreak and durlng the course Qf the war. 
,:-4 

.. ,<' 

Propacanda, ho.sver. 18 not an independent entlty. It ia 

the product of the minds and 1JDaglnatlon of man. It is 

fash!oned by man ta aid and abat him in his efforts to advanee 

his cause and .1ancier his enemiu. So mueh of the aerlmony 

that exista batween the two neighbors Is a direet resul t of 

( 

/ 
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propa~.· This IIUSt_ surely point to the success of 

p~opapndà ln both Iran ~and Iraq. It injected Husayn and 
/ ' . 
his colieaguea .i th fear of Iran' s iYatui1iba and 1 t 

\ serveci :to blur the true naturé of the connict and the 

1ssues underlying 1 t.. It haa. d.~ndilli on '-one' a p01nt of 

yiew. succeeded' ln deplcting KhumaynI as elther a holy man. 
r1ghtly guided, or a stù-ewd po11t1cal. opportuniste G1ven 

th~t ct tha~ Iraq was on the detensive thelr pro~ganda 1s 

not. t the same hue as Iran's. Furthermore. Arab nat1onal-. . 
la has been d1scussed for years and by an even mora 

charisutic figure than Husayn, Jamll AbdUl KAser. 
1 •• • 

88. 

The Iranlana used Islam which was and still ls calculated 

~ 

,; 

q . 
10 strlke at the emotlone ot listenera. Whereas!rab 

nationalism aa an ideology ls beglnnlng to sound a l{ttle 

tlred and wom. Islam haa been given ne~ lite and ls'a vibrant 

, poll tical vehicle. The American weekly t NawOW,.k. racently 

" quoted a sta~emant by James A •. Blll. a sCholar on the Middle . , 

East. Bill stated that ·over the next forty years populist 

Islam il going to be the moat impo~ant 1deolog1cal torce 

in the world.·14 This new interast in popul1st or resursent 

, Ista. has .. de the Iuslima as we11 as the world slt up and. 

tate note ot the ixatul1Ïhs and thelr prolrama in Iran. 

Again. dependilli on one ·-s point of view the Iran an leaders 

have eithar In1riguad people,or made the. apprehe Ive-with 

thelr ideas ot Islam reborn. Khwaayn! bas auccee cS ln 

placing Islam into the torttront ot the world~ co clousnesl, 

-

, 
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- " lIluch as Haaer did wlth paui-Arabl •• in "he 1950'8." . -
" 

. The . road to a negotiateèl .attlement tbat could l,ad to .. 
a sta te of peacltul cO-Ixistence betwe.n the warring parties '. 

. . 
re_ina far ô~t in th. future. ~anwhile both nli ... 

continue thelr battl. 0'1 &rU and ~Orda •• lfhethlr eliter 

rll1ae will be able ,:t0 w.ath.r the heaV)' demande placld on 
t 

1 t. 'ou4Cet and' on i ta civl1ian and aili tary morale ~ .. 1na 
, 

to be aeen. It alao n_iJUI to be leUt Whether Husayn' 8 
'. • L:" ~ 

rll1ae oan .intain 1 t. "pre •• iye POlio!.. to inaure - . 
Adherence to the 'BI~tb. pany line and all.g1anc~ to th. war. 

t ,tP 
In Iran the tipt beneen the varloUl ~.ctiolUl corftlnutl not 

~ 

just wit~. tho •• oppoa.d to the rul. 0'1 the th.ocrats but wlth-

in the rul1ng circl •• u w.ll. Only tla. wl11 .ho. wh.th.r 
,. ç:::5 

th. prapati's1:. wl1l win out ôver the more ardent, ;radical 

t':ctiona who .tl11 1aalat on the ex~rt of the nvolution 

and who view the' end ta be • univer'al I_luio world arder. 

" 

.... 
.. 

/ 

/ 
1 

! 
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Notas • 

la.x. aa.asani. ~KhWll&yni'a Iall.ll in Iran 'a Poreign. 
pOlie)'." ed. Adead Dawisha. ISlY in rQni~ PQllc~ 
(CubridCe. Cambridge Univeraity Preaa.· 198. p. 2. 

o • ,.JI; 

2J1arian FarOuk-S1uglett. Peter Slug1ett and Joe Stark. 
"Not qui te ArrDaceddon. Impact of the War on Iraq." 
M,R.R,'I.P., no. 125/126, July-September 1984, p. 22. 

)1014. J\ 

. .' rH', Faradani. ~b. Wal,;" )far (Tehran. Minlstry ai 
IalUic Guidance, 1983), .p. 19. 

SIbld.... p. 2S. 

" 6Er1c Hoogl,un4, "'rh. Gulf War and 'the Ia1 .. 1e ftepublic," 
M.E.R,LP .. no. 125/126, July-September 1984, p. )1. , 

1Ibid •• pp. )1,' 31. .. 
8Ib1cl •• p. )7.' )' 

9Gbaaaan Sa1ameb. ·Checkmate in the Gulf War," ~ 
M,B,R·l,E •• no. 125/126. July-Septe.ber. 1984. p. 20." He 

. al80 not •• that Iran will not encl "the~r unti1 Iraq JUkes 
conceasions which will aatiat)' Iran. ~_ 

lOIbicl •• 11. ~e alao ~tat.ea' that ln Iraq a~ well as in 
Iran 14eo101)' 1. uaecl ta lâfitilllize a despotlc or autfiorltarian '\. 
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'llJoe Stark. "Iraq and the War in the Gulf," I,R.R,I.P, 
ftQ. 91. J\Dle 1981, p. 3. 

l2Mar1on Parouk-Sl.ug1ett et al •• "Not Qult.- .Armageddon." p. 21. 

14 ......... tlune 24. 1985,' p. 28 •. Idwarcl Sa14 in 
cgurinc J,". (lfew York. Pantheon Booka Il 1981). p. 136 
olNle",. 'that t'or' -the ,eneral pub~ie in Amerlca and Europe 
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