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'!'BE DOC'.r:R:mE OP THE IMPB::CABILIR or 
'!'BE PliOPIŒr AB ELUCIDl~ BI 
DJŒR Ax.-nt'B .AL-BIZr 

Al.o.piua Adiaeputra 
" 

~ 

~ theat. ia an a1ita.pt to COll.. to pipa 

. vith Jùhr &l-DÏD al-RisIt ...... __ t ot-propheth004 . . 
t:1aoa&b hia CODCePt fd ~ prophet t s iJapeccâbUitT~ 

~\ 

!lat ftrst cbapter __ =i.. the Qur' WC de8CriPti~U.·:" 

or 1:IIe ~CII 0% th. prophet aDd. the ahapiDs 

or 1:I\e dGctr1ne of ~ 1.. iD Mualim TheoJ.og,y. ~._ 

•• COM cbapter ia an approach to Risi' a theor.7' of 

pzopb.~ vbic.h UDderll .. hia concept ot C iet. 
In the third càçter ~.~·a arsuatmts tor the up­

holding o~ the C iS!f are traDalated and. d:isCWlllecl. 

'!'h. 1'0w-:th cbapter 18 a presentation of Bisr' • en­

ptical treat1ae vith _ q. tp the relationship 
1 

......... h:UI arsua-ta ad. hi. interpretatioll o~ th. 

Qazo'iD to P'" the pzro.pbet's Ci ... i'be collcluaioJl 

reacb.ed i. tUt ~or ~ the prophet, who is in hia­

H11" ~ecf;t ia able 1:;0 lead oth~ to perfection, 

... 1d.a li1e1tl lm ._ •• ror th. bel1eYer. 
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DEPABTDmlT: Institut di Etudes, Islamique. 

DIPLOME: 

Cette étude se propose d' ..... j".r la viaion 

cle PlÏkhr' &l.-Din al-Riz! sur la propbétie, en particu­

lier par l' étude de sa conception de l' impeccabUi té 

"'ae. proph~tes. Dans un premi.e~:, chapitre, l'attention 
, 0 

.e portera sur les descriptions coraniques du prop~ate 

.. t ,sur la genase de la doctrine de C i,ma en tbéologie 

IllUwmaDe. Un deuxiame chapitré traitera de la propbé­

tologie razienne, qui so~tend sa conception de 1 t illl-
' .. 

peccab~lité. bu:ite, un troiailme chapitre portera 

aur les argumenta sur lesquels Rizi tonde le sena 'lut il 
- . 

doDlle .. l'idée de C ipa_ :&û"in, le travai1 exégétique 

qu' a entrepris R&zi pour prouver le bien-t'ondé corani­

que de sa conception de cisma tera l'objet d'un quatri­

"e chapitre. L'étude se clllturera sur la conclusion 
---

INivante: pour RAzi, le prophite, lui-même dOué de p.~ 

fiction, est capable cle lIener les croYlUlta a la per­

tlction. Ainai, _ vie et 1& conduite sont déjl co._ 
. 

•. \Ul exaple ottert 1 l' :i.lDitation de. cro,..mta. 
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Thi. th •• i. iU' th. reaul t o~ a t\lrther' re­

•• arch ,u Mua111D ....... ent o~ pl'Oph.C7. l have col-

1ected tb. r.aul t o~ ,srr previoWi reaearcb :in a th.ai. 

_titled Tbe Doctène ot ttie I.mpeccabUity ot th. 
, 

Propbet apd. Its ARP'5!Bce in Qur'S CoDUlep.t!Fi •• 
'-

whicb l have written in partial. .tultiJ.lment of th. 

d.~e of Licentiate at the Pontifical Institute ot 

Arabie Studies of Rome, Dur1Dg my prèv10us researc!i 

:in Rom. l came across Rizi' s C I,mat al-ADbizi' trom 

wbJ.cb, .howev.r, l could not ben.fit muèh, since i t 

vas eclited. in Pers:ian. At McG1.l1 Univerait7 an Arabic 

COP7. or th. sam. work vas ava1.labl. and. l d.eided to 

pursu. fIf3 r!aearch on it. l bave round that in his 

,.' 

c :rat al-Anbiü' R&zI ia more succ.sat'ul. :in pre­

.entiDg a coherent faPosi. tion ot tb~ doctrine ot c i_ 

than :in the psasag •• of hi. Ma.tittb al-Gba.yb which l 

ha4 b.én able to conault b.fore. l have thua triecl to 

pther the result o~ tbia re.earch :in th. pruent 

th •• ia. 

Ot th. lUD7 peraou who have nDderecl po.­
aibl. th. writiDg or tb. pa ... t theaia l would l1k • 

to ac kDowlq. rq iDd..btedD... to Dr.B. Verd.e17 Vbo 
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~~,ncouraged . me to UDdertùe the res~ azid to present ., . 
\, . 
, it~ ~e.ult as a thesis proposa! to the Institute of 

,-' 1\, ""'- 0 

1 ; t ~--
'I-.lemic Studies, McGill ~versi ty. l am a1so grateful. 

'~~ 1:or.W.Haddad for bis sugg~ons in bibl.iographica1 

.. t~era. Dr.B.tand.ol t has been the person to whom l 
1 

.. the lDOat indebted, especiaJ.1;y ~or his encourag_mt 

cluriDg rJ:1 reaearch t tor his g enero si ty vith reapect to 

th. tille he &pet Jlelping me to formulate the reaulta, . . . 

o~ JJq' re •• arêh and tor the pa:inataki ng correction 

that he bas suggested, and most particularl.,. tor hi. 

:readiness to assiat me in comp1etiDg thia thesi. duri.Ds 

the aummer ot 198J.. 

This thesis wou1d aJ.ao DOt bave been wr.i ttm 

vi thout t'he generoua support ot the J'rench..c.ned1 an 

Province ot the Society o~ Je8U8, especial.l.y,in the 

person of Fr. BerDam Carrilre, who bas provided the 

necea.&r.y accomodations tor J1S3 8~ at MeGill Uni-
,/ 

verai. t;y. My thanks are aJ.so due to Pierre Coté ~ GroUil 

T •• ta,ye, Lu:is Morf1n and. Arold.asazv Lo\U.'dUra~ tor their 
J 

_coures_enta. l' &lao acknowl.edge rrt.y indebtedneas to­

th. Peeul ty ot Graduate Studie. and Reaearch, McGUl 

. University t tor the grant tbat 1 recei.ved to coDduct 

~ reaearch. 

Ot the ~ persona involved in the coapl.etiOll 

ot tb:ia theaia, l would l.ike eapec1al17 to tbenk "a. 

Sel_ :Jl1'8b1 an ad "a. Cbria ~tter vbo proviclecl •• 
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vith use:tul indiéationa for thé ~l __ tation of 

th. technical requir.umt. or the thuia, aD4 J1y. . ' 

J.zd'. Sama~in U;8lJni and Phllipp. ~-.u vbo proor-
'1"U.d. th. rinai dra1't • 

JJ. tboup aU th... Pd'80D8 baye NDr1erecl 

izn'al\l&bl.. uaiatano. t ~ po.llible 1I1atù.. a1I4 erzor 

iD ~ 8'f;uq .. vell. .. abol."tcold_ tm4 ~ .. 

are due to th. writar al ••• 

., All traBlatiou ~ Aftbic ~ 1:he 
/ 

thMi. are "7 ovn, UD1 ... it 1a othewitl. apaciti_ 

in tb •. DOt... 'h'uâl i teation iD. the tbeaia f'ol.lowa 

tal. -=rat- of th. IJuJti tut. of 181aic Stucli... MoGill 
o .> 

1hl:iverai~. Books and. articl. •• c1.tecl iD th. DOt .. an 

siva ,vith tbe tu1l t:1.tl.. oDl~ in the/ftrat re1'enDOe, 

aDd are saneral.l7 abb:rtrri.ated. thereattar. 
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'trlD. would DOt ~Ye be. pos8ibl.e withoÙ1; _ :baaigbt 

;tbat co_aù ~e vbole vill1œ; !!lo.e vho~ .,.t vi81bl7 
~ . . 

ccmtr:l.but. vith auch 'aD, 1Wd.gbt are ~ • .teliail' aD4 
IÎ ,( ,) 

'tlle Muc ..... 11.. !!bi. ia t1'Ue aa :rar .. iobe upholdiDs of 

the do'ctrille outaid. the Sbtc t circl.'. i. ooDcemed.. !!le 
p 

J'al.iai.ta con'tribute vith theil' i4e. o~ th. pertect 

Dature or th. proph.t whlle the Mue'tesile vith their 

~4e. of God ~ s gnee whieh undel'1.i •• , th. prophetie misatOIl 

(riail.). 

1t .a.' largel7 abared n th. acllolara tbat , , 

\ the u.e 01 tha t81'11 C i:-sàa 1. !ir.t11 ad.opted. b7 th. 

BbIc,1t'u ~ cœmectiOD vith their doetriD •• bout th. 
, , 

_ 1" " .Je 

X-. !Ih.'1çeccabil.i:t;.J o1'.,'th. IIIU i. , dopa iD SlÜc_ . . ," .----
i t. 91801081, vhe~. th. uae or the 1;.111 C :1.. ia 

Smm'te ~,eoloS1 do •• Bot have 'the .... extet 01 •• iD-
, .. 

iDS, a. v. _aU •• e in the Prt •• t studT.!h. teDl 

-doctrin.- •• _. the ben to d •• crib. lm 14 .. which :1. 

'aba.re4 10" lIaQ' iD th.' amu:tt. ao.-mi't7 ,witbout beooa­

iDg the 0IÜ7 opinion °cm tlt. _tirer. I1; alao .ak •• au:t-: 
.t.i.c:I._t 1'00. ~ol' aD :14 .. that i. COIIIIOJIl.7 ahared. 1»7 u~ 

~ra b~onsi~S to one achool or tboupt. It :1. iDt.1'- . 
~', , 

e8't1Ds to DOte in thi. COÎUI.ection that the A,abc ~ibii~----~­

Who do DOt Ihare the basic inaipt ot the Muc tuila 
11 

.. are al)80 1 .... eloquct OD th1a particul.ar .. t'ter, and. 
Q .. 

. ~. vi_ tbat tbq ho1d ,bout 1t :1. b7" lar 1.... 8luLrp17 
, -

.. OOIIlceived. tha'D the lluC tu:1l.1t. ri. ... !he caa. 01 bJdut 

, 

q , 

., 
, , " ' 

1 
1 

u t 
i 
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al.-DIn al-Rist .e_ excepticmall .e •• ,1 

lIOn iDto lt :iD th. pre •• t ~. 

1 
t17 to ~oot 

l> 

, 

!lb. tes -içeccabilltT' uaed. h th. pre .. t 
- ~ 

stud1', al.80 D." ... clarit1oaticm. Bai. 1. Olle o~ tale 
\. 

t.ru that are u.. b7 th. aabolara to z-ed.er the tbeo-

10sical te1'll C i.e. J.a w1l.l be ... .are clur 'l7 1ater, 

tbi. teua coapri ••• tvo DOticma, DaII~ th. DOtiaA of 

.~'t7 boa .l.'TOr" aDCl -~'t7 b.'GII aia-,_ ID" t:be 

Sbtcittp ua. th. -Wb.ai •• _ 1;0 be 110ft GD tb ... eot 

of th. Iaia' •• i;rall:1bU:l.~, 'that :I.a, GD hi. -:l--:lt7 
,. ." 

bo. .rror" in pi" DS Id. Co "D'1:7, wIlereaa 1ibe 

Samni te ua. teÎib 1;0 lq .. re .-pb.ai. on th. ...ct of 

th. ·aiJal •• .:l ••• '! ol 1;he' proplurt bi • .. 1t, 1ibat :1.., GD 

Id •• ~t7 boa a:iA-. !he tuw ·1IIpJOoab:l.l.:I.~ bu 

b •• adoptecl h.r. ~or .everal rM.... JIira't-'~ all., lt 
~ 

,i. to aa1nta:I.D th. two up.ot. COIIPr.L-.cl iD the term Ci .. 

d ba.,.e be.' si"'- .boYe~ Seooa4t
'
7, :1.1: !au be_ adoptee! 

Ncaue tIle 1... ...r,pb •• lsecl opect; iD __ or 1ibe 'ho 
o 

circle. .._ 8180 1;0 be CODa:l.4erecl _ tb. autbon .. 

1fé1ns part ~t th. Ci". !hu. wh. 1;b. IIIia :1.. aa14 t& 
.. 

b. ·1ntalllbl..·, 1t :1.. illplie4 'that la. i. al.~ 1 __ • 
~. . ~ 

.t:roa aiD, 8DCl __ the pzoph.t 1.. aaid. to be • 81Al. .... 
• 

he i. aoaeho1f dao 1 MIme boa .rzor. Biao ••• wW. 
... 

be cledinS IIOlI'tl7 vith th. Supn1t. WIe iD 1:h:I.. 8't;Dq, 
, 

:l.t ahoul4 bé bome in lIiDd. 1ibat __ .Yer ~ ·1IIpeooa~i't7· 
~~~- , . 

:la ua84 .... t :L .... 1; 1. 1dle ...,baa:l.8 _ th. p~.t· • 

• 8iDle •• e .. •• Ho."'.. vIl_ • part1C111a1- .... ct f. 
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beiDs cIi .... ecl. tIl. · ... c1t'J.c t .. tor :1" rill be uecl. 

, !la.' tel.'ta ·proph.t- 18 tIû.. ~ 1. fia r-der 

iD'tG Blgli_ th. coUectiy. DOtioa·.t 1;110_ p.~ Wo 

are iDYU'tecl witb th. lliu10a of ProphH7 (D.IbPwt) 18 

Jlwù.ÛI !heologr. !lai. DOti-. 18 DO~ th. _ ... tIl. . , 

DOtio~ 0V--a.aser- 1Ih1c1l 1. uu.'17 tUlle4 1'!!iil.. 
In ~ ~eolOS1 a E!!Ïl. 1.8 a pU'8Oll vbo 1. 1a'fNt .. 

Gd -he U7_ be a Il __ be1Ds or aD -sel. ~P'U', Gao •. 

tIl. prophe1;. N1'er.NCl tG 1D ttae Qar'ia an a1l bo __ 

be •••• mstml, t;b. t..-. .pzopbet- ....... ,.... an 
. 

... tl8 •• Wied. iD:te1'Cb.llDs~ _ 1:Il. lDRIaoa. la tb18 

~, ml ... 11; ia otbem... IPecit:le4, or al_ a. 
It' e 

OODt.xt or-a p ...... u cl._rq a ü....s.. _ a. 
-Sel, .... --Sez-ll 1a ue4 1d.tb ~ .... oe 1;0 .... pJ:Opbet. 

ODe 1101"8 tta1Dg cma atUl 'be edde4. !Il. Oo1leoü .. aot:1a 

of the »as' illh woDl apzo:phd- 18 81_ 1.11e4 __ tIle 
.(b;- '. 

o Ci .. i. precl1ca1;e4 or Ua. prophR. !bia .' ••• tbat •• 

proph.t. are treeted. ... poap tba~ Ibarea • __ ra 

id._Ht;r, ad. ... usu--t :t:llat 1a .cId. .... ta. ae 
~ OD •. Si YIÎD pJ:lOl)bet CD be applle4 .. fIIi7 otllu 

proph.t. 

ID tb1. naq v. ..'] tIl1I8 look 11nt Sato 

r th. el __ t. wb1c1l ure tak_ ra. tbe Qg'ia .. th 
.~ 

\...t. of th. tomatiaD o~ tb. cIoOtr.lae, .......... -.. 
. •• ,o~ th. YUi01Ul puti. .. 1& .... Ga e i • ___ lIId..cil 

p 

i 
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_~ ,id_ bu COlle tG be ro~.1:.. ~ w1ll •• rre .. 
.. ~~r.Lcal baoJqpotDl ~1! ov ""CJUIlt ia....uPüou. 

'\ 

w_ .... 1'1 aftuwazd.a toou our dt_Uoa GD 1iIae bute GOa-

cept. or ~I. 14ea o~ pZOJllMtb004, ... ia .e ~ 
cbç~er Bid'. OODctlpt ot cis l$IMU 1d.ll be cliacua.­

ecli w.. wil.l.1Dcl1lda 1iIae a.zs--t. _ ·1IId.ob la. P9ada 

la1a çiaold 1n s o~ c'ZP_ Ba. 1HrIib abepi;er w1ll M 

tœOl.1UIi~ cIAd10ate4 1;0 Bisr'. ~ ot tiIl. Clar'iD 
r.. r' 

iD tdaicâ Jae ~_ Iaia ...... t ...... ..-.l ..... 

ob~ect1aD. tbat u. ,....1'7 ,., ... ap1-. tIle c, 1-

iD 00IIIlecti.aD v11i1l cerUia Qar'iD:1o ,. ..... tlllaj.ab _ft 
tG do vith 'lib. p~. la tb:1a "'1: .. Bid'. u.1;i. .. 

v1ll. be \ro1low. clo~ D4 ... lI.eo •• -ZI • u..­
~1:1.OD w1ll el. M po9icle4. !Ile ..olaMDI ..... j,a , 

.. _," .. 1: 1:0 __ Bia['. aoIa1 .. __ t ta .e 1a1a1:oz:r 

o:t .C 1" :la JIn.1 111 !laeolOSJ. 

.. 

'. 
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CBAPlER l 

,C ISK!. Il mE QUR 'Ill !ID Il 
• 

MUSLDt 1!I!DIDGY 
. ) 

• C le iD the Qur'in 

Th~ CODcept of. the prophet 'Ja "1aP~cablli't7" 
, 

haa been tumed C tH' iD Mualia Theolog. 'l'hi8 bu1e 
, 

cODcept coçria.. lI8DT apecifte aspecta wh;ieh together 

malte up the Il charaeterillt1c." of the prophet. A.. • _t­

t.r of tact, thia theological. id.a bu be8ll eatabliahecl 

1t ia probabl,. d..i~.ticult to eatabliah preciael7 wh.the 
l 

the Qur'in itaelf' apeaka about aucb. a çeci.tic poiDt of' 

proph8thood. Beverthel ... , 1t vould be ~tere8t1Ds to 

a.. whether there 18 a relationahip betweeD thia theo­

logical ter., aDd. th. Qur' WC ua. o~ the ward C iea. 
, 

Th. ward. C i.e as such do_ DOt occui- iD the 

Qur' iD. The 1'00t !.II ad. i ta 4erift'tina are WIed thir­

te. tiID.a, a-niDS S-erall:r "to 4er-=".1 !hia ia the 
1 

••• DiDg ot the verb iD 1t •• 1apl. foa. 1'bi •. ven ia 

truaait1ve aDd. govema hO ob3ect., ODe clirect, the 01:b­

er prepoaitional. fte direct ob~.n 18 v.auaJ.q a pU'8Oll, 

whereaa the iDdirect ob~ect i. "~ a-.c1uc" or 

lia preoarioua stat.". 2 !!ut eiP'th dAIri_ti:n :tom de-

6 

q • 
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notes "ta seek re.tuge in", and, sinee Itre~en .1s usu­

all,. understood in the religious sense, Ulib, wbo is' 

. the onl,. sure refuge ror man, is usuell,. ~he abject or 
the verb. 3 The tenth form oceurs only once in the Qur'­

in, and it means "to resist".4 A substantive, C i,em, 

occurs in süra GO,10, in the context of the prohibition 
"-, , 

of marriage between a Muslim and unbeliever women. The 
..<-~ 

Qur' ~~, use or the root !a seems thus to ..s~est some 

~:L:Dd of "preservation". However, it does nQt 4enote ~­

thing more specifie be70nd tbe 1des or "preservation".' 

It can even be said that the root'!.e in the Qur'in 

d~ea not 1tkVe an ~lieit reterenee to the idea of the 

·preservation tram errer and sin" which has later beeome 

the me.ning of the teehn.ical term C iea. 

However, though it seems impossib1e ta find the 

id .. of "preservation rrom sin" in the Qur' wc use of 

the l'Oot !I!, the Qur'in might suggest some aspects 

which later came to be understoodJM.8s cons'ti tuting the 
" \'J 1 

·cbaracteriatics" of prophethood. It is impossible here 

ta 'give a whole description or the ~'i'ni.c teaching a­
~ 

bout proPhethood.5 Only those ideas will be dealt vith 
,) 

that are elosel,. cODJ;lected vith the idee of "pres_rva­
~ 

One vq ta understand the Qu.r' in 18 to approacb 

lt in the perspective ot comœu:nication that God e.tab-
. 

11811 .. v1th MDkiDd. This can be applied to the variOU8 
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aspects of the Qur'wc tvelation, and we shàl.l here 
, \ 

talce th:irs approach in un erstanding the ofrice of proph-

ethood. The communication that God establishes with man­

kind i8 described in some instances ~ terms of God'e 

, Il speaking" to men. At a point the Qur' in says, 

nIt belongs not to any mortal that God should 
speak to him, except by revelation, or from 
behind a veil, or that He should send a mes­
senger and he revealed whatsoever He will, 
by His leave; surely He is All-high, 
All-wise. "6 

" 

The sending of messengers is here mentioned as one of !'< 

the w~s by which Gad establishes relation with mankind. 

It is also a ~, among others, that bears witness to 

this reJ.ation between God and men. What is more, the 
l'P 

sending of messengers, among whom are the prophets, is 

a sign of something more specific, namely of God's 

"mercyA (rapma) tovards mankind.? In the Qur'inic per­

specti ve creation al.ready bespeaks God' s grece to man­

kiDd. But i t cames to a climax vi th the sending ot 

prophets (ris8la) one alter another.8 

The importance of the sending of prophets for 

mankind is shoWn by the content of the message which 

the,. are sent to deliver. In siira 6,48 the messengers 

or God are called "announcers" (mubashshiriin) and "warn­

ers" (mundbi riin). The thing that maltes the importance or 
the mission in thia respect ia the tact thât the "8-
•• ngen are sent .to 8DDounce "reward aDd punishlaent". 

J, 

• 

• 

.. 
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III o1:ber 1IODla, _ God'. bebalt tbe _epn:....,._ 
·1;be '&004 Il ... • of rewud .for tho •• W&o accap1; 'Cille 

4.eaaase911DCl Va1"ll th. ~eoPl. who ~ not accept: th ......... ) 

IV poiDt1Dg to the .erlou COD8eqUeDCe ot th4d.r re1Uaal, 

D8IIle17 the ·pUDiabaent· .10 Bea1d.e their IIDDOUDc __ t. 

ad. vamiDga the .e.aagera al. COIl"l' the 11081; iIIporta. 

tbinS, vhich i8 God'. guidance.li !hi_ pMece 1. oca­

taiDe4 iD the Book, and 1t 1. to beooae the tIIa7 b;J vlaicb. 

lDIIIl ..,. co.. to sa1 vation. ~ 

lfotvithstancl:i.:a.8 th. iIIportaoe which the Qar' • 

• scribes to riaa~at it speaka .... r.r 8Ober17 a~ut tbe 

nature ot the prophet. ID. contratrt vith the 1oft7 Da~ 

ot thé lIlessage that th87 are _.t tg CODVQ' th. pl.'Opbet. 

are about ordine17 hUUD be1Dp,12 ad .. far .. their 

dail.y 11.te 18 ~nc.1'Decl thQ' are llk. othe people; the., 
-eat and drink aDCl valle iD the ..set-.13 !he Qur,_ 
-.phasises veJ:3 IlUctL the ln.n1't7 of tbe propbet. D4 

: denies that thfQ' are agel.,.l-'e vord. ....... Ir vbich 1. 

used iD th1s co.ection 481101; •• on1ma17 ),,-_ beiDCl' .. 

d:Lat1nc't boa othe spec1 •• of creaturea. 
~ 

In the Qur' in ..m t. nature i. d •• cr.l.bed in tema 

o.f 1't8, b .. ut,y an4 1t. veaJœ ••• OD. th. ODe Jum4, l'd8a, 

th. father of the hllll8D Jd.Dd i. appoiDt..t 1»7 Go4 tg "-

00II. Bi. -'riceseret- on eart:h (kIuIltfa) aboYe th. acela. 

!!l. -chil4ren of Idaa· are hoDoure4 bT Gocl abo .... al1 

creation (17,?O), becaue .. i. onatecl :la th • .taiJ:ut 
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_tua (95,4). IIIID'. 18 6 •• ozt.1!Ie4 :la ".72 
.. th. muicm. or -trot- C ..... >. 1ddab Go4 bu o~~an4 

to ~e h ...... era4 the earth but; whicb thQ' re1Uaecl vbi1. 

_ accepted.. On the other bad.. IUID vaa crea.tecl ... 

v.ak 11 ns" (d!cl~: 4,28), 110 tbat he 1. b7 na'tUre UIl8ta"bl. 

(10,19)1 h •• a.:i1;y fors.t. Goel'. kindDe •• 1n 1;18e o~ 

'411D8er (10,12) and. 441D1 •• Bi. boUD.ti •• (55,1"'7/). I4aa, 

cm .CCOlUlt ot his sin, vu cbaaed boa ·Pan.cli •• (2,341 

'1,24). So, to aaintaiD the tl'Q. relatiODahip d'th CJod., 

or 100 be • religi0!U· ,15 lWl lIU8t .recopis. that he 1 •• 

• ernnt ot God Cc abd) • 

.la 'ordin817 hUIUD b.i nS8 th. prophet8 are re-
o 

latec:l to God a" • .ervat (C abd) 18 100 hi. "8t~r. bd, 

.. th. t.ra - aernnt- OIÙ.7 aak.. • ... in lt. relati.cm­

abip to th. t.1'I8 -.. ater-, 1 ta ua. 100 ctescribe what JI8D ----.---
18 vis-1-vis God s .... to suaest .ore aa·. clepe4enoe 

on God ra"th.r tAu. hia 0_ vealœ •• a. Oa th. other hand, 

becauae th. Qur' in 8180 .... rt. that th. hUllUl zaature i. 

veak, the prophet, too~ i. DOt ex.-pt boa weakD •••• 

!lhia ia particular~ atated iD th. Qur' in in aeveral 

inatac •• wh.re 1 t apeaka about Goel'. NPr:s:aan4 ot 1ale 

pl'Ophets on accoUllt of the1r er.œr •• 16 Repentace eaue. 

an the part of the pmphet., and th. Qur' in .e._ ac'tual- # 

17 1;0 ausseat tUt the prophet ' • er.t'ON are Nd.' Dai. 

woul4 .e. lIOn a;p11cit .boa ttle .tact tbat the Qur'in 

eT_ .eaU about the -.- ot th. pzophets. !la. WON 

1 
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.. , *1ob Jau' • ...-1 ••• n1D. ot .... Û .... ta .. 

.... ~ce. iD tta. Qar~iD.~? . . 
. !Il. Qur'iD cleuolT ..... 81 ... tba't th. p1'OJll. ... 

aft 0"1D817 b1IIaaD beiDp. 1Iow.-..r, iD ftZLou iJultDoee 

it 81., cleacri.b~ th. _ peopl" vhoa Go4 holcla 111 pai ... -

CAe _ch :i.Datac. i. _. th. Qur'ia .eùa about; M::... 
p')r!zlaaip (-the pur.l~ecl on •• -).18 ID sin. 38,82-83 ~e 
lNldùa,;m are deacr1bed. a. people Oy~ wboIl Satan bu DO 

pow.r; uacmg the are Ibrûr., Ifbiq ad. Yacqib, who. Goa 

baa .acle pure a4 who are thua 004' a -beat •• naDt.- .19 , 

.ADother particular ~ .. ture. of the prophet. i. 

t'ijeif-beiDg cboseD b7 God· (al-i,ti.ti·).20 !Ilia -beiDs 

choa8l1 'b,. God- antaU. particular cbaracteriat1c8 for the 

pl'Opheta, especi~ iD their ~at1ODab:Jp to the' people. 
, 

to whoJl the,. are sent. IbribIa, Ifhiq ap4 Ya1qÜb, tor in-

stance, have been appointe4 -leadera- Ca 'ipt)21 aD4 are 

set as - good eDlllPles- (uBWa hasana) .tor the bel.ieTer8 

to f'ollow. 22 A special catesor.r of' propheta 1a g1ven iD. 
,j). 

~ 46,35, which speaks about the prophet. -who po ••••• 

',constancy- (Ül.ü 1_( .). fÀeir at~utne.a iD _ .. rae 

tilles should. be aD UBIIIPle tor ,1;b.e 'beli.~. 111iboqll 1D 

süra 46,35 Mu~.··8d la .tmJoined. to 'be patient like tho.e 

\ilü l-caza, namel7 Ibrib!ia, Müü, cr .. cd. Bq, he i. 

~ colmtecl .Iso aacmg th_.23 Incleecl, .ur. '3,21 

_.tlons hiJI as ODe prophet in who. ia 1;0 b. to11D4 al.o 

• -good ...... 1. (uawa ha.M') .tor the believera. 

( 
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1 
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! 
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, ••••• p~o~ lM RI. le ___ ..... 

ti1:1., _~ •• 'titl. o~ ..... 8M1 of ... .,..... 

<ni_ M:erM:qlpl, .. 'u .a14 :la __ 33,40. ,"11i. 

"'t~ Watt ~ -.-Red. tbat tIaU 1;1U. p •• .,. 

oripu.l ],. _MD. -th. propb.t .... 1: ~t1ma tb ..... prior 
" ~ hiII-.24 In )pomt of r&ct tbe un.' ••• 1 ... f 1iId.a 

'tit1. 1. -the 0Il. tdIo clo ... tbe ob.1 •• ot pzophet ••• 25 

!lai •• "'ns -.-.a the 14-. of • ....... :la td.M 1a 

tb •• end1nS of -pzopla.... !bi ..... _08 it~ 18 DOt lID-

4e.rat004 100ael.7 ..... dinp 1:bat ban D01;h18' 1;0 do td.tIl 

GIll. aoth.r, for th. prophet."are aa14 1;0 81:_ boa .. 

seealogical tre. (3,3~) ad. beca. .. 1Jl .. 'Nft1 ia-

8'taDc. (2,129; 7,157; 61,6) tli. Qur'iD ..... to poiDt 

1:0 the ~i1i7 of th. 8ezad1n g of JIu~_.4. !he lafiter 

14 •• , in co~UDctiôn vith the Qur'inic ... ertiOn tbat 

there i8 indeed a hi~ UlODS proph.ta (2,253) .e_ 

to base the i4 .. that, being callecl khi_ tl..,.bmIe. 
Nq.._ad· 8 SaD.Ung i8 the lut eD4 he bi •• elf i. tbe 

greatest of the proph.t •• • 

We can thua conclud. tbat th. Qar'iD 40 .. DOt 

a;p1icit17 speak about the proph.t'. 1-.''fr7 boa U'L'OZ" 

ad. sin. It .-pham. ••• t'hat the proplJ.ta are omin -17 
,,( , 

huam beiDg, who are DOt ex.pt tr.a • ..m ..... ad. 

eve d:A, 8Dd. who, GD thi.. aooo_t, are repr' ... 4ecl. oa 
tbe oth.r baDcl, 1t al80 epeùa, a. 11: ... , about Qocl'. 
_ti.tactioa vith 1ih_. B:1a pzoa:i ••• ~ 1* __ 4 Bi. 

), 
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PftPOd:D8 -- .. po4 - ..... 1:be 'bel1 .... 

"\ ~, 
~\ .. 

. !ta. 4!!!leet of .. 1"" 0' ·""_w.I;u 'P'PP 
" 

1 

\ 

~, 
!Il. 14-. tbat tb. pzopb.t 1 •. 1I1Dl.... do_ .t 

__ 1:0 ba'ft bee ~ ~ ... certa1Dq ~) 

__ tic. _ua. -.rl,7 lIa.l;l, s-ea~ 
• 

l1kel7 1ibat, 'be1Ds • II1Dor 1 .... iD 'I;be _eral. d1~ 

a10D 0' prophe1:boo4, tb1. po1at ha4 DOt beooIa •• 1;oJü.c 

of di.ouacm betON tIle bc:l DPi *" of "1 ë i t.el.t. ID 

11.1. ""el!' Cnt4,26 Aret Ja V.ai.Dck bu .... _ 

tbat, whil. tracl1t1cma vere gradu·'17 oollectecl wb101l 

becu. th'e I1Uel •• 0' later booka 011 • <Jauacteriatiu 
- ' 0' Propbecr- t 1;he '.aRe 0' -th, proph.t·. aiDl. •• __ " 

41cl DOt 7.t ex1.t .. am ob3ect O~ bel1.,. 

/ ID tJü..' ~ect101l 1'or e J.:Ad:ae2'/ bu _.ti __ 
... ea:f17 baclÏth ... iD wbicb. it &pp_ra tbat :bl iDtu­

P1'e't:iDs th. Quo'in .,.. autbora 414 DDt 'Hl th. Il''' 

, 1;0 ...... tbat th, pmphet. are elDl'lpt ~ huaa weeJt-

D_ ad aia. SolI, 0' ADdra.·. eDIIPle~ Nnel tb. d:l­

ftZS-t Yi.a t:bat exiated in the iIltl1'PNta1:iOll ot _e 
Qu"WC YIN'. vb1.cb ._ tG 4-0' the i4ea or .81Dl. .... 

~_ •• 28 Ou 0' the M4@- that ADdra. cit •• bu ~t 
.... t, about the word din- iD aii.ra 9~,7 Al-8addf ta 

8ai.4 to _urt tbat Itab.-.s 10110 •• the nl1IPOD or 111. 

people c:Iu..r.l.Dc .tort7 7M.N be1"Oft he u oalled. .. P __ ~ 

1 

• i 
! , 
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boocl. oa tIle _. __ .ll-&'alld" repGJ!ltedq 88P ... t; 

_,-ad VU _ 1»t'''tel be.rore lae .. 01111_ 1;0 ... 
---

prophetie lIi.atOll. Al-Da",ik iIltupNte tbe wo1'4 !d.I~ 

o~ aüra 94-t 2 1;0 .... _, ,4'. beiDS • PG17tbe1,ft be-

~o:re ln. prophetie m.a1oD. 
r' 

.lll 'tbi ... _' tG augeat tbat; tb. Mulia 14_ 

o~ the pzopbeHc m..atOil ... RUl iD 1itae -):IDS .ad 

that iD the besiDlli •• 'the ."' •• o~ _eoae ... p,ftphet 

_ Dot hel4 :l.DCOIIPat;ibl. vitb U. MiDS • DOD-HU. .... 

p,rerioual7. ID Lou1a Gudet'. _mat 
"La p~be iclh que l'Ialia .. At; dIl pzo­phIt:., et ].a pl_ autIl.ati..-~ _ 
cJi_t ..... _ •• .-bl. b1_ .ftÛ' kil oe1l. 
4'. '1Ie._ oo.a. 1 •• _1:rea', -.t.. ~ 
par Di_ de 1. 1I:i..e1OD 4' •• ~ ... oca-
1:..,.,ol.'ailla. de l.ear .. e1per da par .... . 
ce qu 'U ~&1It ta1.:re .t De paa ta1M.. ~ 

Qa tta. othe baDclt i.t ft ••• 1:11&1: ta!1:e ~ .u. Jau . . 

~ • 1;..t_CV towar4e .... ' Dg . tbat pzopla'" 1..- ia-

OCJÇati.b1e n'th th. eleof;'. be1 • p~ • ~ 

1R. It bu aIOt 7'" ~ • polat; of ~_. ~ 11:, 

ocCIIrl.Wl cml.7 .. cil later(O bat i.t bu beG ••• ..rA ... et;-

q cleu' _/~ 1;0 be • cœJ.tar:lOD 1'oz'~ ..... 1 ... 
- '. \\ 

o~ tad:U:1 •• abolit; .. p~ .. 1. tII:La 18 :la taR' 

......... tdd._ ..... Ii ... foJ.- .. ~ .~ ... 

u.uu.. 1IId._ ., .......... t l' ....... ~ 
• 

t.t. \~ ld:a pmpllet4e ....... 31" 

!Ile $."'q 1:0 -.1'.,.._ .a._....... ••. .d, 

ra. .., 'tIâat: of ~ 18 ... 1'''''7.- __ .. 

! 

.1 
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~1ieat diséemine aip o~ th. powiDs Ma.] ,. ..-­

De.. of the •• .,;1ng of p1'Ophetb004. It'· ~d 'lu:n'ber b. 
() " Ù 

DOtecl ~t t .". 1:110. thi. .warea... OGIlcema ~c­

u1azo17 th. pzophet ~ .... 4t it al_ ;l~l1citq appU •• 

tG the other prophet.t becaua. boa th. beCtains th. 
1 

',P1'OPhet8 ha';" be. treate4 ... POOUP32w.t. pou ..... 

~OD ·aur.ct~c.·.33 , , 

llth09 1:b. oriSi». of tI'l. tillOU.moa ot •• 
, , ' 

, 
C iet vill ri."» tor tb. aod ~ 1ID41~o.~ betore 

• tbzrouab iD .... aüp1:1oa ia -.de _ tI'le JIu'" Ù 1:IIoaPt ' 
, . 

,,' ~' p 

ctm;.Ds the pre-W- pe'i04. •• baYe a _t. earq 8O'G1"Ce 
" Il 0 Il . " 

~or :1t in th. iD'Uoduat1cm. o~ tbi. u.: ~~ anc'1. b7 

ti_ •• b. al .... lra· i1l 'th. e.1.sbth c_tv.17.34 Se ie .. iIa­

portai; tJ..pre iD wbat later 'beOoII •• the'~ 'te -.01.0-

g. ~5 B. appeara to he iD cl.o .. ftlat1ca nUa t:be ~ , 
<1 'fi J 

li.~ JluCte.~lit •• t ROll' .. .Il. ........ 36 GD .tao.'tb. ~z-
Q ':r 4. U ri ... 

.. r çpal'etq bu _ 1Dt1u.ce, ~ _ tb .. lat;-
, ' .;fi 

.'. ~o8OpJù.cel outlook.37 ' " 0 

, . Bll1b" bolcla tIIa~, .u. 1:1l •. '~d <_--0 ' . ' 

eould. oo.-:l.t, ad. :lad_ad. oo""~e4 a ai:D 't17 'hi. action ~r 

. teHlp' pri ... ee at "BMr, 'the IIIà oeanot; 00.'. aiD~ 
'" ... ftUOIl ~ si ..... for 1ibia ~ 1;11 .. t, U .e\ 

___ u.. ~~ ~,18 1101; p~ tel ~ IIIiiI~.' , 

, , 
, 

" , 
Q" 1 

.h 
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hopbd QlQQ~.-1t t. a m, h. i. later ac1IIoD:1l1he4 tI1rcn1IJl \' 
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1:1181' lIlU8t enjoy f'ul.l iUluni't7 rro. error and. ain. !!lu 

thq may/lnot even :tall in~o inattentivee •• , which 'ca 

induee misjudgmant. Hishim in :tact 8180 holds that it is 

possible to say tut the pl.'Ophets can become inattant~ve 
\ ... ~ '. 

and :t'all into 0 misjudgmant. 38 '-\ , ..• 

AbÜ l-Buclhql, one o:t the earliest led_ra o:t 

. th. Muc.tuilites-,o:t ...,ra and posaib~ ,alao • :te.cher 

o:t ll-Bq,ia,39is a conteçorar.1 o:t Bi.... ae ie zoe-
" ported to have participatedqiD the discussion on love iD . 

", the salon or YaNa the BaDIald.d, which Bi~ al80 .1:-' 

teDded~ 40 Abu 1-Bud:bq1 teaçh.. that tlle wor1d ha. ne"'er 

b.een vi thoùt a grou;p ot peopl. who are clo.. to God. and 

who are Goel". - :rrl.œ,.- (aw1i:ra' Allû). '" 8Iq. that 

these people enj07 God'. pre.e~tio. tro.,error 8Dd . 

. 

sin; they moreover do" not' tell 11e. oc! CU"8 Dot pilt7 

... 

or major aiD.41 Dy. this sp'ecial protection ot God, th ••• 

people constitute a group that is d1l:terent Uom the re.t 

of m$nkind, ~ ~he exemp1ar.r puri1ï7 o:t the~l' lives 

, they become "re1iable rererance (per8ODs)· (hu.1;1a) tOl' 

the 'l'est or ~8Dk1 nd. 42 

. It i8 1Dlc1.ear whether the~ i. a relatiODllhip 

betwean .A.bÜ I-BUdhq1'. concept' o:t",God' 8fP~.ervation 

and Hiah .. •• concept ot the Imim' 8 c iea. 1t can hove ... er 

be aS8WDed that, b7 the tille or Bi_a. b. al-iakall who 

l1i;ed aoaewhefl\:"." 195 lIIIll SJ.5. 43 lIIIll b7 the 1;iae o.t 

.lbÜ 1-Hudhql, died b.twe. 840 and. ~,44 the COIl-

.' . 
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cept o~ C iea bad becoae a topic or diacu.a8LoD or the 
1 

kalëm.. 1!li.1I will hrther be corroboratecl b7 the i.ct that 

.Al-Bq,ü, who 1a prO'ba'b11 7om:tger tlwl .Abi l-Buc:Ula1l 

and who attends Biahim' Il lectures,45, 8180 hold. • doc­

trine ot the prophetls i.mauni.'t7 froID $.46 .la Ve leu:D 

t'rom Pakhr. al.-DlD al-Risi t 47 .ll.-B ..... ho1da tha:t the 
e 

prophet Dot· 01Ù7 C8DDot colIIIIIit aiD, he CaDnot even have 

the intention to do 80. He rurther JU.iDtaina that the 

prophet caDDot s1ip iuto error iJL iDterpretiDg revela­

tion. Be, hovever, admits that the prophet C8D becoae 

inattentive and :torget;tul, aDd. cml.7 GD thi. accollllt he 

i8 repr.i.maDded ~ God. 

It is interesting to note the _st ext-.t ot 

.Al-lle.;;,im' s concept o~ c 1pa, especiall1 wh_ cm. CCJD­

sidera that vith him we are still :i.D ,:the begiDD1ns ot 

the histo17 o~ this CODcept. 1:t 1s Dot UD1iltel7 tbat on 

this matter he i. al80 inn.UerDced 1»7 Biahia' s COIlOept 
, '" 

ot C i.pa, the dir:terence b~ ,that the latter "concept' 

bas to ~ vith the Imia. .11 ..... , ... a cloa.e.. 1:0 the 

Sbici.tes 1s &l8O eri.~~ed b7 hi. 81_ vith the 

Zqdina~iD maintaining that CAli w .. iD the r:1gbt wb..,. 

he ca1led ror an arb1trat1on 1.zt. the battl.· •• of ~r& • .fIS 

œtlua, tl.'oa the clo •• att:l!d~ or the id.ea ot 

ciSlllà held b7 the earlie.t ltu.c.s:llites n'th -.. SbiC~'t. 
f 

acceptatioD and t'rom the close relation tut e:d.sted 
• < 

betveen both ~ircle8t it mq be as8UIIlecl 'that t~e int1'O-
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duction o~ the CODCept of C :1 .. mto 1:be 811Dzd t. cirole 

waa pl'Obabl;y due to the in11uece of the iDtro4uct1oD 

o~ the concept of th. Iùa·. ci.. iate anc :1_. OD. 

tbing C8D still be suaesteel iD ad.4itiaD to 1:bi •• !la. 

CODcept or Ci .. ha4 beco •• _ acceptecl 1clea iD 1Iual.:1a 

t'heoloS1', 7et aD approprJ..ate .-sea1. ... 8ti1l DOt 
~ 

UDClertakea. to support 1t. Al. ........ bu abec:l • listlt 

OD vhat ~ the Qur' aDic text 1Ihou14 b. izl'ezpretéél 

men it speaka about Gad.'. repriJl_d' of' tbe p1'Opbet., 

;ret iD th1.a period. a olo.e exegeld.. of "the text wu atill 

lacld.ng to support th. id .. of c :1. ... 

Vith th. two Jùbi'I, A~ c.ur (4. 915) lID4 hi. 

SOD .lbü Biabi. (d. 933), the i .... of c;i.z. wu d..J.t 

vith iD such a WfI:1 tbat tbeir t1leoz:r beo. •• 'th •• ~ 

sical' theo17 cm thia _tter.49 )bzo Abi c.ut, p~eq 
18 a • tavor' (l.utr). 50 !!U. te1'8 cleaipat.. ...tldDS 

that i. gi: ... b7 God tG a pe1"8OA, DOt becaua. B. 1. 

obl.iged. to giT. 1t but out et' p~ favor. Aa ~ .. the 

'i ... i. COIlCe=ad, bov .... er • .t.1Iii c.t.lt _~. tIIaf; 

Goc1 18 boUDd to siTe :1.t to~~,.{,~,~~I'). .. , .• 'o" _. 11; :1.. 
,.....~1 

neeesaar.r for 'the b.et1t (...:Lilla) of ...,kiDd. !hua, 

eVeIl thoup acoordiDg to 'AR c.ur God. u· DOt boUDd 1:0 

do "at :1..8 best (aIlM) for ... k1pd iD al.l .. 'ttera, :iD 

'tbia apecit1c _tter B. i. n8Ce • ..rilJ bo1lDd. 1;0 do 110 • 

. . .lccordiDg to AbU c~, Ci" ia *118' a -n~ •• a17 grac.­

(luif wi.1:1.b), Dot iD 'tbe .eDae tbat 1t :1. llec •• 8U7 ~or 
.... 

a 
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Jl8Dkind tJ.r8t or aU, but iD the a ... ~t it 1.. n.ce.-

~ p'ND, becau. Abii cAli llolùl ... 1; Go4 18 'bo1ID4 

ta do wbat :1.. b.f tOI' • ."HM iD _1;tera or rel:J.gtOll.51 

About the choie. or 8OIIeon. iD pard,ao1 ar .. a prophet;. 
_ a .. ~ 0 

Abu c ~ aq. that the cel) inS ta proplle1:boo4 aq be 

_ • revard.- (;lMi') tbat; Gocl g:I.~. 1;0 the peraon __ 

Be choo... .. a prophet;, or ~ t CID 81_ be • -pure 1D:l.-
'. 

tiat:1 ve cm Goel'. part- (ibti4i') vhicb the PeNml doe. 

DOt de.erve.52 

ll-BbahrastiDr 1D.toDU 118 ~t tIle beart of 

"the prophet;'. ·illpeccabJ.l1~ accor4:I.Dg 1;0 AR c.ut i. 
the idee that the prophet ."POt weil baz.ibol' _ iDte­

tion to co 1 t aiD. ad. _. he actuel q .talla hw 

error hia er.ror u 'bat aD erzor of :l.Ilterpreti.Ds nvela­

t10~!boUSb Jl~ "'1'4. tbat 1bii c~'. Yi .. 

i. 8x8gg'1'8ted., 5~ it i. Yttr7 tIIICb :l.Il l1âe witll aotlaer 

ide_ tbat AbÜ c.ur hol4a. »-e]7 tba~ tIl. 1Jlt_~ to 

comm:l.t sin i. aLr •• q • ab.54 

Blere i. a pu .... iD ntib !ld'1)tl va l=l1ltNr 

where J.l~ Rat •• 1ibat la ..... 1ba· ..... U:l.t: .. da 

DOt adopt .lbii cAli'. 14_ bat; till. 14ea or Id. .... Di 
,. . Bi.'-; tbi. i. partiaal.arq cl.ear, lM ... el1:., vitll 

___ the Mue tu, lit. a1I'tbor C Abd al.-J_bbir (cl. 102S) ~ S'wau • 

.lbÜ c.IJ.I aa:lataiDa 'tUt IIiDor a:lD 0a1I... a.ua:I.oa ' 

< ... .t':Cia), hi. .. ho1da tbat mo:r ma, e .. __ :1. 

i. co.mtte4 vith ftll. 1Jlt_d.cm, 40 .. DOt; Il".~ 
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..... a'hniGa. ~ PO:lat _ 1IIaiala 'tiIae Wo ~-
dUt .. , bov~t ~ _~ _ vUUlu tIae P~ .... p .... 

~_ ....... ~ oaua •• ftft1a, ~01l _Ua 8a:lataia ~. 

Go4 .... __ "'7 Pzeaert'e. Ida 11-oa pez'1b"i-. __ 

.... ," 1N1: GD tIa. u'l;gft o~ mao1l Ida ibel~. wau. 
'~ 

bo~ .a1:Ataia tlaai; ~oJ:' Ida a .... ril, ~_pud1.sea 

tIl. erreott.--••• o~ tIl. 1d. ..... ,S8 AIN B=.'., .. 1& 

tIl. ~aica1 Jluc 'ta.111i;. tbeo17 t •• _.... IIiAor a1A 

.. ~ 41_1p1lldD6 tIl. rewud. 'tha1Ï 1;h. proph.t vill 

ftcu .... ad do •• DOi; iD :1:t;~ ca1l8. aYe.ra1oa.59 l:D 

~d._, 1a 'tIl. cl.aU1cà1l1v.c i;Ul1ii;. tU017 tb. cri­

'teria b7 vlû.cIa 'tJl. tb1'DS 1:bat caue. ayelWioa 1. kDowa 

~ Y&l7 tl'OIl ... - t:o .... ~ , 

.... ~'t i. 6-~ lae1cl 1»7 'till. la' 'ta.i]. tIl. 
~ 1 ~ 6 

• lp. Ù COD" .t_~ 1IIUlUa1ioOcI.. 1D tal. perllP.~" or 
tIl •. da of 'lib. ,.utial o~ th »ZQIlei; •• r 1ib. IlaC taa11., 

• 
D. a1.a of t;b. 111.&1_ 'MiDI tiIl. be.rJ.t .r .nHDél 

. CMllû'), i'li i. PeJ:'t~ n....n. 1iba~ tIao .. ..., 

are 1:Ilu..lozre .et. oupt: 1:0 ~07 Pl'Ot.otioA ap1.81: 

what:.Ye1- CD 1apa1z th. dfec'ti.Y.... of 1Ih. ai.ai.cm ii;-
u 

Mlf. ~. 1In.~"-17 ISO.- ooçri. ... thu th. preau--

fttioa ot tIl. .'---Su boa 00-1 t't1Dc ~or 1IiD.61 

IIono"'U', amce th. iii ...... aD4 D. ortie. or proph.t-

~ an • • ~'tOrli ~%' th. bce11t or othu-., th. lluc_ 

._1111; .. al.8o ..... 1ibai; it i. Jl.o •• ~ • -~ftr-

~%' tIae ........ e b1aaelr. OB t:b.1. l0001lDt, tb. Ila.Cta-

'. 
/ 

,1 

"-

... 

, 
1 
1 

, 1 

t 

1 
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sila •• art: tbat bT Y1rtu. or th. aiaa10a ta. pzap1aet 

becoa •• th. -be8t penoa- <"l"') or Ia:b ~t-tIIouP 

h. ~ DOt baYe bMll ., prn:Lou&l.7.62 

!b.e •• enins ot c i_ 1ibat Ua _ ~ 'bHD 

diacused. revo1 y.. aJ::Q1ID4 th. DOtion or tb. preaerft-

tiOll,that th. pmphe1; ~07. .t'rom oam11;1;ias 81a. 

~a i. :in tact th. -..aina ~ 18 _.0'7 .to..s. iD 

the. MUCt~1t. tia0U8Id.OD or th. c1cs 
__ 1t i .... 

. p11ecl ~ th. pJ.'IOPbe1;. !he" 1. aDOthe DOtioD t:bat tb. 

, MuCt+i11t.a 8180 iDclud.. 1D the1r COD'" o~ Ci·'.' 

Dai 1s th.1r id. tbat ~ pzopb.t 18 D"~ 

~iftr) prOt.cte4 b7 Go4 b.'oa belDI ld.ll. ... 63 

a id.. comp1et.. th •• çeft. o.t ciE , m:l.cIl tInuI 

mp1"iséa the prophet'. be1Ds pat.ftel! boa Id -Mir 

or trom bet~ hi. lliall1aa, aDCl b'OII th .... 

greaa1cm of oth.ra. 

Dle concept or c 1pa in the 4evelopi!yS Almni outloolt 

In his Muslim CHad W.ainck'hu show tbat 

a coJlUllUDit,' aiDee the ear1J' per.1.o4 or 1ta hiat017 there 

bave bec attempta to formulate the article. of ~.t 

iD reaponae to each cltal181)ge that taeecl the cowmm1't7 

at a give tille. Dl. docuaeDt .A.l-liqh tl.-Akbar l, .for 

instance, accordiDg to Weos:lDck, l'en.ct. the' poa1:t1OD 

or th. 00aauDi't7 virl-vi. the •• ctariaD ti ••• don ot 

"'~ 
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tIle ~1~ •• t ad'·1~e. mad. QacIar1t ••• 64 V •• :JDck 110ft-
1 

Oftr __ 1;0 .... R tbat there haa alvqi be8D n.cIl 

aD' iUort tbat C8D ~ the opinions o~ ~ part. iD 

the eo..mdt7 iD reactioD ageinat th. diaa_tins 81_ 

.8Dt 8Dd that the ral.l.7iDg op:1n1on 1s re.tl..cted. iD th. 

worU ot the ereed-s!D.F! lU. Al-P.i.qh al-Akbar 1.65 

Beaid •• this document, Which is CO..""l,. attri.bute4 to 

AR Vanlta (d.767), the creed.-ppre WOlS coaprl ••• al.1IO 

W.sWa Abr I!n!ta, ll-:rJ.qb tl-Altb!ë II mulll-fiab al.­

.Akbar III. 
In the t_ br1et article. t:bat 00IIp0" Al-ft. 

\or . 

al-.lkbaE 1 the id .. o~ the pmpllet'. ilÎpeccabilit7 do •• 

DOt occur. !his tact ca. b. ..ai '7 1IDd.~ :1t 11; :1a 
\ 

bo1'!le in m1nd. that, aa W8Iudnck baa al.., SUSSeatecl,66 
1 

it doea IlOt eTen &peak about J.llib ad. ",*-·a4. Bow­

ever, the document shows that discua.a.on about prophet­

hoocl al.~ ex:Lated du.r1Dg the 1;iae it WIUI writt_; 

aiDee 1t apeak8 about the -hie1'U'Cb7 of prophet.- _ 67 
" ~ 

!lb. v,sm, .lbr Bap.1ta, a doCUll8llt poster1or 

to Al-l1igh al-.lkbar l, alao do •• DOt a8D'tion C i.e_ 
~. 

Dda docuaent ha_ belll dated to a perlod !lot 1ater thaD 

850 b7 Watt,68 on the grcnmd .. that 1t clea1_ vith .. tt~ 
.. 

tl:aat could have be. at the cet" of th. theo1os:Lca1 

diacusaion CJIÙ3' du.r1Dg th. 1:1IIe or th. Great lluc tu1.­

lite •• Pl"Obabq ~or *e :tiret tille iD Maal 18 !b.eoloQ,69 

th1._ doCUll8Dt haa • a.tion of MlI~a-.4'. iDterce.aiOD 

.' 
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GD 'th. Laa1; DI;r. ClD 'làe vbole, Iao.eyer, lf; do •• DOt re­

tlect aD elaborate orcleriDs o~ the ut.r1al ... :1t _ 
.~ 

be roUDd iD l.t.r p:ro.t ••• ion. o.t .ta1.th t eapec1al.q iD 

the ch.pt.ra 4.a1i.Dg n'th .&llib 8DCl th. pzoph.t •• !!le 

81; .... __ t. contained. iD thi. doCUII_t a.. to baYe be_ 

d:Letatecl 1»7 th. Deecl for 4ef-.diDs the arti.cl.. of fa:1th 

that bave 8U.t.tered. d.nation UDder th. tll.ruft or 

.. e"'aria .,.,. __ ..... '10 3:t i. quite probable, tberetore, ' 

that • CODatitu~ecl boq of creecla al.rea.v ez1atecl '" th. 

'tille of th •• ritiDs o.t 1;bia dGc:aaet. 

!!Ile earl:1eat aerDtiOD about th. propla.t 1. 18-

peccabUit;r oecura iD the clocuaet vhicb V.aaiDck cal1 .. 

Al-ftqh al-.Ak. D. On datiDs thi. docua_t t be bu 
j 

1 
... 8ted that the tille of ll-Aàc ad' aq b. cal1ect 1:be 

. t.paiDus • quo or ita or.lgiD.71 !he reaacm he siY.' ror 

tbi. claia i. tba't, accordiDg to hia, the docua_t i. 

th. abodiaent o.t th. final poaition o.t the ao-mut7 

Yi.-t-via Muc tasUi., vlUch 1. tul.l7 .chi.ye4 ~ 
, 

vith Al-Aahe arr. Watt t OD the other haDd, haa __ .ateel 

1ihat at .everal pointa th. dDOlUI_t 4:l.aclo ... _"en 

tbat could beco •• topie. of theolosical cliacua10D 0Dl7 

duriDs the lat. t8llth e8lltuz:r,72 thua • lit;tle luv 

'tha th. li.tetiae of ll-Aahca:d. 

In li-a. al-Akbar p the idee or •• p1"Qhet' a 

iIIp.ccabilit;r i. rol'll1lla'te4 ~ foUo ••• 
" , 

or. 
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-.4 801'd1d 4MCla. Tet ahablias ad. 
.natale •• aq hçpe 0Il tileh- part. 

Art.9. ~_d 1. Bi. beloYe4, Bi. ae1'"YD't. 
na Apoatle, Bi. Pzophet, Bi. ciao .. 
8Iad. el.eo't. B. 414 D.O't .U'Y. 1401_, 
IIOZ' VIUI h •• 1; aD.7 1:1a. a pol.7tlaein, 
eY. ~or a .1 Dal. -.oa_t. And. b. D ........ 
oo.ait1;ecl a 1:1.pt or • gray. aiD.- "" 

Û dopati..oal as the 1nIrD of the .... rt101U1 llIl7 IIPP-.z', 

1t aIloul4, uveTer, b. \1Il4erat004 iD :1.t_ propezo OODtezt.. 

'!!loup 1t 1. dopa"tica
'
17 worclad, th. 14_ 1_ DOt D.C­

•• aaril7 • _tter on wld.éh th.ra 1. 1&1'8. ocm."1IIUI iD 

'the 00.aurdt7. !hi. 1. 1Ihat .... to be ~eatecl bJ 

tb. .tact that aucb 1ater ü..r1DfQd (4.1085) at1ll. cm . 

8a7 tdlat iD thi. _tt.r th.re 1. DO UDan111OU11 op1D:l.0Il 

ia th. eo-unit7.74 ...... rthel ... , Veamok :1. Pl"Obebl7 

'oorreot wh_ he 1187.· tbat boit tb. tiJI. or Al-ft.. al­

Akbar U onwarda th. 14ea that th. p1"Ophet i. illpeoca­

bl. be10np to the aco~ted. dopa. o.t Ial.aa; 75 w.. :L. 

'tru., of cour •• , .. fez .. th. Smmi1;e acc.pta'li1OD" ot 

'tbi. d.ogu. i. OODcemecl, ad eYe .ore precd..el.7, .. 

.ter •• the U.at1te-M&turrcl:l.t. poa1t;:J.on 1. OODoeD'le4. 

JUrtb.eZ', it ia wo~ or Dot. tbat th. IJtat __ t about 

'the prophet·. illpeccabiJ.j. t;r _ab .. 11; 1. vome4 iD 

tb:1. docua8l1t ia iD tact aharecl b7 leter a1l1;bora, al-
'" 
~usb lt ia DOt nece-aaril7 the ODe ad 0Dl..7 p1'ODOUDCe­_.t of the eo-m.dt"7 OB thi. _tter.?6 On. h.rtb.er~-. ' 

lIOn ~ the dopatic ... e.rt1oa.. of .u-ligb Ù-atb!:r n 
:1. DOt "tG be 1ID4eJ.W't:004 _ th. ._:1 wou PJ!Oll101IDO __ t 
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of tbe 00 ••• ,_ GA tb1. utta' Jau Ha ...... ...,. 

lIer1 Laowrt.7? tbe ~er be1:l.eY~ '1;taat • ~er 1""- ,- /' "'-,' 
l'~ -Jœov1ecJse o~ th. _rq cre. of Ialiia i. Tet to be 

8O_t tort b.caue iD hi. !!u.tlia Qntcl V.aiaok bu 

DOt :ruded th. ~balit. Pl"O.t •• aio .. ot ~a1.th. Oa 

"tiIl. 0 er had, .. ~ar .. the pnbl. abou1; __ 1:Ia. 
\ 

caB' t: be. accep'tecl •• aD ~cl. o:t bel1.:t 18 oaa.-

cemed., V ..... ncJc i. pl"O~ a1;il.l. risbt, 1br ~\ > 

. , 

alao 8878 tbat, wh .. tbe iaba1it. 9i4I .lIN racli 
G! • , 

(4.1066) .... rt. tbat •• -.cI i. i.".:n 1bl.. h. aQ'e-
'\ ..rt-

w:l.th introc1uc.. a aew dO~. int;o tal. Imbal.i:t. dos-
j ,,' 

-J 

tbat the concept o~ c iN vh1cJl i. h~ b7 th. 1._11 te 

theolOgilDs, auch a. .lbÜ YsC li aacl 1.st.:r authon l.1k. 

Dm ~s and lba. QaI71.II al-Janin'a, 'i8 DOt th. 
" 

concept whicb i. uiDtaiDed. in .u-tigh !1-AJcbar IX • .la 

• matter of ~.ctt. the Vanbal1te authora CODceiTe o.t 

C il!! in the SeDS. o~ ain.tallibilit7- t DMel.7 the iII­

posaibility o.t slipping !Dto &n'Or iD traD_:lttiDg zoeT­

e1ati011, lIDd not in th. sen •• ot iammit,- troll aiD or 

• a:llü •• 8Iless- • ?9 

!Ihus, ve are deal.iDg vi th tvo d1t~eret oaaoept. 

o~ ci... .u-:riQh al.:-Akb&r II, on th. OD. haD4, a.tftm • 

. -:1aaDi"t7 rzo. 81Jl- bUt DOt .tzoa -error-. oa the o1:ller 

J:aaDd., 'the Vanbal.1t. concçt 0Dl.7 ooç1"1... -i -..1 t7 

\ .rJ:ooa error iD traa1 'tt1Dg reTalat1oD-. !tG ... 1t tb.ft 

" 
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1 •• 1'elaü.lllip beWa. tiIl. t;w uttt.. •• :11; ..,. ... 

ucea •• a7 .. po .. tb. qg.nia .. _. ,. •• " .... ~1: ... 
, ,,/ t '1", '- "'1 ... ~" 

~~'f •• t .•• 1t çpeus, ~_.Arr-l1.-.. .tl ... k--=,""'~ 
~1; 1dl. COIlcept or .a1Dl._~ ... w1tibout .... \1 

. . ' . \ 
t:ia. at'.t11w1nc ·iDralliblli~. ~ __ ua tIli. ........ --tIa~ .à.tite-Mi~ dDc.a-. •• tba1; .a lia .... _ 

. tbzoupout tIlia •• ct:1oa aq a_ ... l1&bt. 

,v. hav. DOted. :la ae 1'orep1lls 1ibat, .. rar .. 
tIh. "".t1te-llit1:azld:1 •• one4 18 ooàoem_ ..... .t1zd 

"...,.ot o:t propla.tbe04 1:ba' :1. c&.lt W:1t1l 18 Mg, ml'. 

ia"co •• a:L_ w:1t1a Gocl _ ...... ~ fJ~ tIl. 8ia1'Ia1 ...... 

or lai. OO._i't7. ~ up.ot bu bMIl 4M1' w:l.Ua.. " 

ear17 .. th. wrJ.tiDg o:t Wap;ru' AbÏ InItI. SOwatt Jau 

.... Reel tUt tlaia -8II&t10 poiDt haa pl"Obùl7 __ 
, " , 

IIdopted. to reli ..... deapair cauaed. b7 eze ... i:" _zel 
, 1 

ea.DleatDe .. vhioh 1. precl8JdDlIDt in tba lhir.L~it. ad. 

I!1uC tuUit. outlOOka.81. In aeYeal i.Jurtac •• , iD :tact, 

th. clocua8Dt re.tlecta a atrugl. apiJ.:l.t th... cnat-

looka.82 !he id .. o~ MutJ.··.4·. iDtero •• a1on çpeara l ,\ 

_iD iD .u-Pigb al-Akktr II, (art.20) ,. wit:aa th. 41tt~ \ 
ece that in 'the l.tter d.o~t th. iDt.l"Oe.a1on i. \ 

ext.ac1ed to All propheta. Bo., it 1. poilltle_ to 8a7 

1:ba1; the pl'Ophe'. are AllOW" 1;0 bterce4e 1d.tb Go4 GD. \ 

beIaal.r or th. aiD1\Il _.bers or tIl~ _1 tt •• _ \. 

1 ••• tllq th ... el ..... are ~. :troll ain.83 V. ha ... 

al., •• 811 .bo.... that the I.aate-Rat'iddit. creecl .e. 

., 
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DOt aplic$.1:q ~~ 1ibe i4ea o~ ··inh]111dlJ.Q"". 80 ... 

.. er, tu aaaertioa ~1JD4 1& 41-•• e1::!pq Ii (aft.8) 

tbat .~i.C a4 .s..tak .. IIQ' UppeD _ tIl. pzopll.t.' 

part- 1bo1ll4 IlOt _ 'illiat ua., ue • ~bl. 111 ~ 

a11:tMs reTe1.atiOD-, aiDee 'IiIl. _ ...... , ~_ .... 

aert. (art.l) 1:Iaat •• of 'I:Il. pt]]aN of tatt:ll ~ •• 

" be1i.t J.a Al] iD'. 'book. ad. ia lU.a Apo.:1_, ~. U 

qaalJ.f1ed ·obli .. to~. It •••• q1d.h ~ .. ·bl. ttaa1: 

'Ua1. poiat .. uld. DO'" ___ -obli .. _~. U' 11: ... 

CODee! wabl. t;bat 411.'. booU oaataiJa _butdl a4 tilaa1: 

the prophe't. CD be ~a1'tJl1'al 1D 1:ftD .... t1;iq 1'n1tla­

't:l.0Il.84 !!au. •• ~ OOIlclad.e tba1; tH 14ea or the 

prophet' •• 1a1'all1b1li't7 iD taD_~ 1"eft1au.- 18 

,illplied iD Al-fi. e1=tlFbq II Mo, ...... i. :la ... 

~ajl1c1~ a.ttI.J.We4. da ...... otli_ laaD4 .... 01_ -,.. 

nuabliDS a4 lliatà .. JIIq bIIIP- _ "&Ir paz-t;'!I ta 
j 

l'Wipi'.oei o~ 1:be Qur'iD:Lo ....... 1*a't zeooJ.'14 .... , 

~et.· 1Iiatak ••• ~5 !b1. i4ea :1.. IIOre apU.œ$l7 a.-

l pre •• '" iD • ~-tU7 cm A-a.. tl .... kbar oalle4 

. "'À tl-l'igh al-'!rbar,86
ad. :ln aDOther docaa_t ca1l.e4 

Al-BaNS tl-Bibi: •• 87 Re~erriDs tG the cl... -7- 1\ ' 

atuabliDS ad. lli8talt.. .., ba;ppm GD tbe1r part- 6_ 

dooua_t. IP:" .... ......,1 •• fl'oII th. li.,... or ... 
pzvpbet.. !bu thq lItq t ~or iutllDc., tbat Dari4 .... 

_ aftOJ:' 111 that he dic1 no ... veit ror. ~.ÜOA 'be- ' 

fore he -m_ lria'. vite, _'Mad, Iaow __ • .. 

1 
f 
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_ft4 .rr. eft'IOr __ h~ ~_IQaab. ~ .. Ile Ud~'" 
w11:_ for .:NYela~ berOft_ !!ma, 1't .... o1eu 

1:ba1: - n.bl1~S a4 1Ii8t:ake8- """~ ... abe1aS _~ 

~.:I.1:1arul 18 tND .... '1d.IIa ftYelau.ca- _ Tilde"', 'Cb ... 
1 .. ~ 11 

OOIlc.pt o~ C1·' 1daa. U .~. tG bo1;b tIl .... n.1: ... 

·1Ii1iatdit_ ad tibe ",bal1t. 1. Precd.Ml7 tIl. 00Il0-s>i; 

ot -1Ata1l1.b:U.1'Q Sa 'tZ'D..s.~ renla1;:lGa·. OA th. 

other ba49 vIMD Di racli a4woat •• Ua. 14 .. or -iJl-
'. • 1 • 

hlllb1litT' h. 18 1*--1»7 ~ DOt .... rId.D& tut 
~ ,/ "r 

th. prophe't. 'an 1 __ • rz- eaor iD P,Deftl, :laa'tt_­

tiy .... , ~zsat1Ul.a._ ad. Id.Dor aiDa, ~or'~ woald 

~ CClDt1'lld:l.ct 1:he Qur';a .. Ile t b1pke 1t .... sa 
, 1 

!!l. Amc Qi t.. IIPP~ 1:0 adOpt tIIl. 00Ac-.P* o~ 

-iapeccelrl11 ~ aJ.-." Wh.ter .Al-ùllc arr h1.uelr held 

1:111. lclê. :1. DOt N.q attN't-.89 ..... _t'ter .r tact. ... " ' 

1ih. p1'O~eu:Lcm or ta:11:b ooata:laed 1a the Dia.. 'tIIIa1ob 

1. C!A. ot Albc~" -.r17 .--, : lID4 th. Lw' •• , 1101: 
, , 

.t. _.tiaD of l't. CD 'th. otill.r baDcl, tbea 1. a ,.._ 

... iD Iiat", "W'1fl wh.re 'th. ~~e.r uoriM8 1:0 .ll­

Aahc an th. OOlu~~t ot c 1_ iD 'th. • .... o~ th. -11ft 
ot capac1t;J ot' obed1ec.- _ 90 .u-BlSta4idt ù'1O nipO"' 
tba't .&l~c.n ...main. 'the iclea ot t:b. pZOJ*et;'. 

iapeccabU:1t7 1»7 Y.i.rtué ot hia ai.aioa.91. Bow .... , 

Wilt'eJ."d ..... ü-C Hl1~. tba't 'tU .1mi~ o~ ~ 

opiD:1_ tG Al. .... cur IIQ DO't 'be _~o. ~2 

I,at:c Allbcar.I.'t •• ,.1Iow .... 1Ift"117 JIIol.cl tille 

. . 

'. 

\ 
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1,4 •• that the pzopheta are 1n1:à:u1bJ.e iD t~ldtt1Ds 
l , D. 

reve1ation. Jurther, tbé7 are allO =",,1.0118 iD: att1r-

lIing tut ~or aiD,1. :l.Dcoç.t1ble vith 'the o~:tJ.ce o~ 

pl'Ophethood. OpiDiona va%7 UIOD8 th_ about .ether the 
{ _ 0 

pl'Ophet i. exempt boa llinor .in, and i.t DOt, .ether 

he can colllllit .iD vi~ :tul.l 1.Dt_tiou. Reprd1Dg the 

~e wc the Ci .. beco ••• e~.tec~Ye, the Aabcarite. 
, 0 

uaUal.~ ho14 tha't 1t 1. etteRi.ve t.t-oa the iDCeptiOD 
" . 

ot the pmphetic .:I.881on. !bu., 1Il S-er.l. th. A.8hc,_ 

rite. agree vith the Muc tuUite. iD both ftçect., 

~ th. proph.t'. intal.l.1.b1lJ.. 'Q iD tnn-.1.1it1.Ds 

,reve1ation and the iuoollP,1:ibUit7 ot .çor a1n 'vith 
, . . , 

the .8Idt;T ot .,roph~4. !rh~ 8180 hoU the ~e 

opw.on regarding~ the pèriod wJl!D', th. ci.. becoa •• 
, 

.ttect1 ve. !!!le point wb.re botb .cb001. clitter rro. ODe 
, 

another li" .. , hov.ver, on • ~eçer 1evel. Dd. i. 1"8-

~ the cla1ll .tor the m __ oe ot ratioDaÏ. baais 

~ th. upholdi.Dg ot the co,ncept or ci... !Ile Muc tuU. 

e claia tbat tbere is 8UCh , ra~oul. bui., and. th~ 
, Q 

. 
buecl their uph01c1iDs' o~ the C 1."' ~ tbi. supposition, 

where •• the J.ahC arit •• cl~ 'là. ftl.:1c111;J' o.t auch cl.aia 

lIDCl baae 1:D~ upho141nS of:'&-~ oU th. evidee. 

ot revel,tian. 9~' -
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WCHR .m-DIN .u.-BIZ! AND US 

IDEl OF PROPllmBOOD 

Some Ilotes OD P'akhr al­
DIn al-RÜi 

Born in Ra'n, Iran, in 1149 l'akhr al-Dm al­

Rizi is a son ot ~i' al-Dm J.bÜ 1-Qi8ill, a ~urist and 

preacher (khatib) :in the town. Bisi ' a vaat intereat and 

education do Ilot .t'ail to be .ean in the extent o.t' hi. vos 

that rimges .t'rom PllJ,o,op}Qr and. theoloQ to ilineralog: and , 
l 

m~cine. "As. theologiali he ia an J.ahcar.Lte, ULd ia 

knOWJl to have mem0z?zed 80.. vorka o.t his p.recle~eaaore. 2 

However, aometimes he show. litt1e reJ.uctmc. 'to, criti­

cize his .t~ow .lahc ar.i.tea. 3 H. ha. al.so p1'O.tound kDovl­

edge f of' .tal~a, in particular th. phi1oaoplq ot l'bD 

si'ni.~ His ~Oontroversie.· a1ao allo". the acquaiDtace 

he has w:i. th the MuC,tuUa. Be undertake. a 30umq to 
" . 

Khwarasm vith the purpose o:t COJlvertiDg tlie MuCtasi-

lite, thera.4 Ignas Goldsiber ua ausse8ted. 'thÎlt t beiDs 
~ .. 

him.el.t • :fierce oppODent o:t the lIuCtasila, ~ 18, :iD 
\ 

lIaJq respects 1».!lUeDce4· 1>7 th., ad ... ~ •• holcla 
-' . 

.. 'theologiceJ. 1>081'tiOD 010 •• 1' tG the MuCtuUa tbaD to , . 

the AahC ~t.8. 5 Bi. • COntroveN1. •• • ~IIO abo.W8 hi. .Ml 

\ . ... 
9. 

,. .... , 

". 

. , . 
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in def'ending Sunni.sm again~t the Karrimites.6 There i8 

even a report t~at he lIa8 ~iaoned b7' th_.7 , 

As Fathalla Kholeif has suggested, 8 Rizi ap­

pears mostly as a controversial. figure. He is so not 

only ~ the sense that he gathers enemies around him­

self,9 but also that sometimes bis independent cast or 

mind eJ.udes aJ.l classification. His independent 'S~d" 
,/ 

.. vis-i-vis his fellow-Ashc aritès has been ment:i:Q~ed.. 

Gold.ziher has also pointed out that Rizi has a very 

persona! judgment reg~ the badÏtb-s, including the 

on es that are generally regarded B:S reliable by MU8lims; 
, . 

he even goes so rar as ta, reject sad-tradi tians that 

cCkltradict bis view. lO Again, on occasions he simply 

goes beyond the general stand of the Ashc aritea and 
, "' 

comes cl.oser to the Muc tazilites.ll-

It is also ditfieult to charac1;em..e Rizi's 

personaliti f'rom his attitude towards GÜfism. Golciziher 
, 

has also suggested that Rizi rejeeta the eiirl: allego-

ries, while"in other instances he does not seem to hold 
" 

a view al together toreigu to the eiiti viev.1.2 We leun 
" - .. 

that he i8 acquainted vith Ibn Al-cArab1, who reported-

1,. invi ted him to ~ to eÜfiam.13 Be ,18 al.so a contem­

porar.Y ot Al-Buhrava.rdÏ al-Maqtül who has the SUle 

teachar of philosophy.l~ It i8 alao interestinS to note 
. , 

that he 1s very much admi~ by the. Syrian poet Abü l-

e Ali' a1-MaC arri, who bas a ~trong I..ac nite tend.enC7.15 

\ 
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their IntrodUgtl0h .. 1. tbiolod. IIU!!Ù.-' 

!!!!.!,16 Louis Gardet ad M.-M. !nanti place Rist"e 

methodology in the l.iD. or development or th. Yi. . 
~ 

modema, DUel;, the .ethod ot reaaoDiDg which adIlit. ,. 

an obligato17 intell:Lgibl. relat:Lonship betv.. rea-
, 

aoning and knowledge. 1'his •• thod.,:L8 charact.r1sed b7 

the preval8l1c, ot. -b;, vhi.cb--Pl'Oo~ (propt.l' guid) aDd. '" 

the s.arch tor a UD1. v.rsal JI:lddl. tem.l ? !!!l. ua. ot 
, 

a midcUe t'e11l in reeeOJdag -.ru 1ib. ea4 ot d.1al.ctical 

reaaoniDg, which in ~cba1'Il~er.l.sed b7 th. pro­

vision ot P1'OOt b.J argua~ ot--.u.thorJ.:tT'. Dl. D" 
lD.thod, bov'T.r, do •• Dot re~.ct ars-.at. ot -au.tbor­

i1;y-. Vith th. appllcat:LOD ot reutOD ad lt •• riclmtial 
. \ 

.rol,e it enr.i.ch •• the 'treati ••• wi1:h -rat1.ODal- proota 

wh.re DO tacte are otb.ft1 .. :Dollll exc.pt thmup 

revel.tion. Reaacm turth.-r ~ 00111;1"01 GD 'tll. biator­

ical aCCU1'aq o~ th. ract. pym tIu'Oup 1'eYelat:ioD, ......--
where both :Lnatanc.s, DaIIel7 ret.8bD ad 1'eYela'tioD, 

p.rovid. data.18 

V. lIq puraue our iDvu1;1pt1aa cm th. cbuac­

teriatica ot ~ -Il'' .etb04 lV' po ...... tta. quediaD 

t wb.ther iD tl:da 11_ lIetbod -tadit;1one'- 8D4 -acrJ.p-

tural,- ~'ta atill ba ..... zol. '84 Ut •• 1;0 .. 1; 

ut_t, t:bat ia, *etbe th ... up_t. ca 1 ... 1;0 

-mre kDcnrlq,-. ~ __ ew _ ~ 1iIIat -tr.ü-

tiODal- ea4 :8Cr.lptanla azpr_1;a do DOt si .... a8P041:c-

l 
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tic" (9a1;e i) but only "probable" (zanni') proot's.19 He 

ascribes aJ.so only IIsubsidiary" value to IItraditional" 

sources (aJ.-na9~inat) in matters dogmatic, and main­

tains that "sure knowledge" can only be obtained through 

rational proo!. 20 The preva1ence of the ro1e of reason 

in Rizi's approach to revelation i8 particularly cleu 

in his MYbas,al; in this wOrk, as Gardet and Anawati 

put it, 

..... les évidences et déductions rationnellef 
sembleraient devenir co .. e le 'lieu propre 
par excell.enee, le Coran et les traditions 
ne jouant plus qu'un rale soit de co~i1"lD&tur 
dans la,plupart des 101288 chapitree ~ Dieu 
et sea attributs, aoit de aup~léanee dans 
les quelques chapitrJte réserves aux que.tions 
'traditionnel1es'M.21 

Quite in this perspective Risi Sll78 that, t'or a Mscrip­

tural.M text to be authoritative, it .ml8t sound re&aOn­

abJ.e and be philologieal.l7 clear.22 lDd.eed. he al80 aa­

serts that tor a MtraditionM to be authoritat1Ye 1t lIq 

not b8.ve another MtraditionM to pZ'OYe it8 Yalidi't7, 

tor this is a vicioua circle.23 for Bisi',- an arguaent 

11187 DOt siap17 be nag1i but i t auat be at the _. tiae 

'c agli as vell, ,110 tut an arsua-t baIIecl 011 Mtracl1tiOIl· 

shoul.d·in t'act ... a eo.b1Da~iOll ot arsua_ta .... ed. Oll 

reason and Mtred.ition-. 

It bas sa tar bec .. au.ed tlIat nuoD ia 

alwqs in aCCOrdaDce with renlatioa ad. ne ....... 

It ia ponible, however, tbat th ... be a ecmn.ict he- . 

tweeD the tvo i.nataDc ••• It thia actuall7 OCCUN, vhi.Cb 
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o~ th ••• tvo lIboald th. b. sinD pretu.aoe ad. be 

held -autbortta1;i.Y.-? Risr'. ilDawer i. ,,""'t atr.Lk­

iDs in tbat h ..... rt. tbat, i~ th. OOIltl1.ct oemaot 

be &v.rtecl, the ·scriptural· &1'118-~ lIII8't; 71eld, be 

caue, 'e1ther it haa be_ eatabl.1abecl 117 1Dd.uciDg • 

W1'ODS •• thologr or becauae it i. iDco~ 4ed.ucecl 

t1'O.' it. Pread ••••• 24 

.la JJq be up.C'ted, aür'. opt1cm siTe. ri •• 

to IlUcb crit1ci_. l.,tr al-DIA a1~. ~r iDa1;mo., 

do •• DOt apare crJ.tic1_ .pti.À b1a, .... l oma be ... 

iD hi. CO-_"tU7 o~ Bisl". MghtI=a.25 Da ,.1"77& 

critici ••• hia ~or iDt1'OdJac:l..q 1Ip1"O~ ..... cbD1qu., 26 
\ 

.ad. ct1ed.in. bi. Mar!l'tDt aJ....Gbm;27~~, h. al~ 
as.arts tbat iD Id. ·t ........ • 28 Bis!' wb. _ a-.1 

o~ the ta11ure o~ hi. 1fPP1"Oaob to 1i:be tme 1ID4 ...... 1 "B 

o~ reftlat:1.œ.29 Bow .... , __ ~eo:U1o.1'7, RisI ..;. 

be critic:i.secl, .. Jo .. ~ ftD Bu bu ...-te4,30 tor 

d.mv1ng 1;00 repU oonclllsl •• .-4 ror ."ns aopbi.nr.I. .. 

1D baaiDg hie ars-••• , alao for lack or ____ '1;10 

riSour '1ID4 for rl •• in'. ..-a.o1a1. titi .. 1:;wi1;ll­

~di Dg, hi. _rka ba'n ~ 1daU.Jt_ CMa ..a:t; aD4 .. pot; 

~a1l tG Pl'OwD ."., za1;ioa ~ •• bo-d.z,' o~, 

1hIa.11a 1Jlt.)11s_tll1a.31 LurI: 1Iut 110. 1--, .... 1. 
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~ according to a sa1ing attributed to the ProPhet. 32 

.f 

Some .teatures o~ Rizi' s theorz o~ prophetbood 

It is convenient to look tirst ~to RiSi's 

generel theory ot prophethood batore we deal vith one 

ot i ts aspects, namely with his concept or C isma. This' 

section is meant ta be a generel background tor the 

tollowing chaptera in which Risi's concept ot C iea 

will be di8CUSSed. 

As in other aspect~ ot Risi'ls_ thoUSht,3~. 

1 t 18 ciitticul t to circumscribe bis theological. iuipt 

into prophethood. ~. ïs becauae soaetia.. Risi holda 
o 

oPinioDS that are close to the ~tliei.t., eepeciall;,r iD 

the perspad;ti va or Ibn sÜli, aDd ;,ret iD oth.r worka he 

tleparts tram th .. and criticisea the opiniona tut be 
-- ' 

advocates ~ soma ot hi. previoua worka. IV'.wrq ot 
\ 

example, 1t can be augg.atec:l that in hia Sharp al-

Ishirit RisI criticize. the talasita's teacbiDg about 

the nece •• i1i7 ot prophec;,r, althougb iD a previoua wom, 
naael;,r iD hi. ll-Mabibith al-Maahrigi.m, h. ~vocat .. 

g 

the vtJr7 _... teaching.34 Ther. 1a apparent1.7 aD avo-

" lution in Rizi' s thought. Thi. is .t l_t wbat __ 

to b. sugeatecl b7 the ex..I,Pl. abo .. _ 

About th. aia ot propheq th~are aevenl 

aspecta '-tbat Risi eçhui ... iD a0ll8 ot ~ voma,. 
"",,_ad al-iil~ ü-z.rkia bu ooaperecl Bü!".' 14_ 

.. '!"-
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of prophethood that he holds in ~s, A~-Mabw th al­

Masbrigina, Sbar!;l ù-Isharat and Al-Matilib al_c nila. 

and believes that on this point RiZi's idea has also 

undergone an evolution.35 In Al~lapàpith al-Mashrigizya, 

according to zar.kin, Rizi views the sending of prophets 

in terms of the need ot mankind for a law to g<)vern 

and regulate human intercourse; this lawgiver i8 actu-
\ 

alized in the prophet8. Bowe~er, according to Zarkan, 

in Sharb al-Ishmt Rizi asserts that it ia IlOt nec­

e8sery that God Bend a mesa enger vith a law. tiDal17, 
o 

in Al-Mat81ib al-cXliza the idea that the aiIIl of the 

prophetic mission is a 1.w-giv1ng miss10n 1s eclipsed, 

according to zarkin, bJ" the id.. that the aim of proph­

ec7 i.8 to turn man' 8 e1es from the creatures towarcla 

the Creator, aDd to call unltind from the care for th. 

world towarda the care for the l'khira. 36 

UDdarlying ~i'~ idea tbat the ai.m of proph­

eq, is a law-gi ring mission 1s the idea tbat the proph­

et 1a given special inte1l.ectual. capacit7 above the 

ordina.ry human capaci ty. This i.8 an idea tbat 1a al80 

held by Al-FBra'ôi and Ibn sina. Por the fOnulr, the 

prophetie intel.~ect is extraordinaril.:r enDobled., so 

that without an external iDstructor it ascenda b:r" Da­

ture to the stage of the "aequ:i.red" intellect t throup 

IItq.. tbat are &lao the stages of the ase8D~ of ordi­

Da17 hu-an intellect. At this stq. th. prophet'. in-
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tellect _becomes ready to' enter into relation with the 

Active Intelligence and this is the point where reve-
1 

lation takes plahe. 3? The idea o~ the extraordinar,y 

intellectual endowment of the prophet" is taken over 

trom Al-Farabi by Ibn sina. The latter, however, does 

not describe prophetie revelation as the end of the 

process of noetic sscent as does the former, but as 

happening sUddenly, somewhat like an intuition, whereby 

the prophet receives ~l knowledge at once. 38 According 

to Ibn Sina, the prophet receives by nature- the taculty 

vbich allovs him to be in continuous OOD'tact n'th 'th. 

,Universal Intelligence through emanation trom the 

Active Intelligence; 39 by virtue o:t this relation 

the prophet acquires the fOnction ot ruling over ~he 

Community. RiZi's ~ent tor the need ot manMjnd tor 

a law i8 in line vi th Ibn sina' s thought. 40 His s'tar­

ting point i8 the idea that human lite i8 essentially 

80cial; the good of human intercourse requires a law to 

govern it and this need is ful:tUled. in the law-giviDg 

mission ot the proPhet.41 

In his Muhysal RÜi stm ma; ntains the id ... 

ot the extraordinar,' intellectual pertormance ot the 

. prophet :tor guiding bis, CoIDIIIUDi ty; th1s :tunction 1s 

even extended to domaine that are not stric~;L,,-, speakiDg 
. ' 

~igiOU8, such às to mattera that usually lie~:in the 

purview o:t natura! sciences. Under the categor,r of 
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"the benelits of the sending of prophets" (lavi'id 

al.-bac tha) Rizi distinguishes two things, name1y the 

reve1ation of things that are in the purview of reason 

(C a91 ) t and the revelation of things that are beyond 

the reaeh of reason. 42 Riz! holds that the role of the 

prophetie mission in matters that ean be known by rea­

son is to eorroborate the achievement of reason with 

"revelational" endence (ta 'nd al_c 891 bi dal.n &1-

Dag1). As for the benafits of the prophetie mission in 
, 

mattera that are beyond the reaeh of reason, one ot 

them ia the relieving of the believer l a mind t'rom .tear 

and. uneertainty. It aJ.so ineludes, surprising1y, "pro­

tane" matters 1ike précia of astronomy which human 

observatio~ cannot afford to reaeh.43 Finally, fram 

the sending of prophets mank;nd also enjoys the bene.tit 

of the transmission of skil.ls, such as dressmakjng44~ 

and shiPbuilding.45 At this point Rizr is in t'aet 

tollowing the idea held by Asbe arite scho1ars belore , 

him.46 

The idea that the prophet is endowed vith 
" 

particular intelligene8 is alao held by Al-GbaziJr. 

!eeording to bim, the thing that shows the necesait" 

ot the sendins o.t prophets for mankind is that vith 

ita own intellect mankjnd C8DD.ot reacb ultimata value., 

aDd the prophétie mission preciaely tul11l1. ~t i. 

\1N.ttainable by ord;nary hu.an intelligence. Among the 
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concrete things tba~ the prophetie mission br.ings to 

Dl8llkind. is precisely the law which should regul.ate 

human intercourse~47 In bis AI-Mungidh min al-pal&1 

Al-Ghazili actually asserts that there are mattera 

that the intellect cannot reach; both can ex protesso 

be percei ved by the prophet by virtue of his partic­

ular intellectual endowment. 48 , 

~e emphasis on the particular intellectual 
-

end6wment is, however, more :tamilier with the t'alasi.t. 

than wi th the mutakallimÜn. The former 8IQPhuize tut 

this facul ty is abiding vi th the propbet, while the 

latter consider the particular prophetie characteris­

tics in terms of the prophet' s tunction, namel:r in 
\, 

terms of th~ conveying o:t God '8 guidance to mmkind. 

Al-Juwayni, for instance, while ~aintain1ng that the 

prophetie mission iB a grace likely to arouse raith 

even among intelligent people, does not explain the 

capaci ty of the prophet' s intellect in terms of the 

prophet' s extraord:in&.r7 nature, but in terms of God' s 

act realized in the sending itsel.!. Vith this emphaaia 

on grace Al-Juwayn,Ï avoids to vie. the sending 0'1 

prophets as Bomething whicb is necess&r,1 on Qod1a part. 

J'or ll-Juv81'llÏ as tor the Ashc ari tes in genera!, the 

aeDd;ng ot prophets is something "possiblen , tbat ia, 

-not impossible" in the sense that it i8 IlOt UD:I:'Ml­

isable, and it is not bad. in itself.49 
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Th. id_ ~ the prophet'. p 

tual endoWDlent c.J &1so be seen in Riz 's theor.Y ot tbe 
, 1 

degrees ot the human being. Se ~vides e bWDeD b~1Dg 
\ . '" 

into three categories. ~rst ot ail, tber are peop~~ , 

wbom he calls "deficient" buman beinS (ni i • This i8· 
( 

the condition ot "the cODlllon peopl .... (al_c -" .' ·Tbe 

seçoud categor.r ia the categor.r ot the "pertect hu.ml· 

being. This is the con4it10D ot the awlit". '!'hese 

people are themsel ve. pertect but do not ha.,. the abil­

ity tO" le.d others to pertection. Tbe highest c.atesor,y 

ls the categor,y' ot 'the prophet. '!'he coDditi-on ot the 

propbet i8 described a. IIbe1Ds" hiuelt pertectll i(killil 

~r dhati-hi) aD.d ·able to lead others to pertection" . 
(;ragdur cal! t,lnnn gha,yri-hi). '!'he attribut. ·pertect·, 

which applie. to the awliD' aDd to "the prophets com-
i 

prises two aspects, namely the pertection ot the in­

tellective taculty (al-guwwa al-nazarina) and ot the 

active tacul ty (al=guwwa al_c amalina). The higbe.t 
" 

pertection ot the intellective taculty i8 "the knowl-

edge ot God" (maC ritat Alli'h), and the highest degree 
r ,~ 

ot the active taculty is "the obedience to go~~ 

lll&h). In additiQn to nbeing himselt pertect" in t~e8e 

tvo aspects, the prophet is "able to le&4 others to 

pertection" those who are weak or "dericient" in tb ••• 

tvo aspect. too.5O \ 
\ 

, 
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T\ler~ 1s a passage in ~zr' s Mac àlim which 

can shed more ligbt on the-notions o~ nper~ectionn and 

"ability to lead others ta pertectionll
,- This is when 

Raz! spe~s about "the degrees or souls" (maritib al­

nufis).5l Ta "classi1"y "the souls" Bizi c~DSiders two' 

aspects. Tbe rirst aspect is ~he intellective' racuit7. 

The highest of them is the soul that is characterized 

by the prof'oundest knowledge ot divine things (al.-culWD 

al.-guci.SiÙa al-ilihina). Less hi,gh tban the romer is 

the degree of' the soul which comes to the t1"\le b~1.t 
, -

in" the di~e ~hings' not througb "sure proo.f"- (al.-bu.rb!p 

aJ.-:ragrnD but tbrough aconvi~tiona (al-igpicimt) or 

-imitation" (al-tagl!i),. A degree lower ia the condi-
1 

tion ot the soul which ,doe8 not have true or tals • . . 
beliet, and the low~st of all i8 the condition of' the 

soul which 1s laden vith talse beliera. Tbe secolMi tea 

'or classification is th. aspect ot the active tacu1~ 
Bere Riz! distinguishes three degrees. The higbest 1S 

-------~-~-

--====ttnillfesree ot the soul that is c~ct.rized by mal'-~, 

lent moral ~aracter (al-ekhlaa al-tisJil'). The iD~er-
"-

mediate degree is' the condition ot the ~~ul that i. 

n.lther morally excellent nor depraved. Th~10we8t ia 
. " 

thé' candi tion ot the soul that i8 morally dep ved. 

, ..,. (aJ.-p.utiis al-mawsiita bi IWtkbl &a al-rad1' a) t who •• 
\ . \ 

chiet cbarcteristic is the love tor the wor~d ot' :t'ter. 
\ 

(bubb al-jisminillit). 
, \ 

1 
-1 

1 

1 
1 
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In 'the pe~ective ot what bas been said above, 

, R&zi defines the prophet as n a man who has reached the 
, . 

perfection ot the intellective and ot the active tacul­

ties to the extent that he ia, abl.e to help people who 

a.ra p~icul.arly veale' in thaae wo aspects". 52 Risi 
turther holda tbat _ong the awlila' as' weIl as among 

~ .1 , ~ 

the pl'Ophets tJ:lere i8 a hi~, DaIIe1y according to 

the ~eg.ree 'ot theï;' ·pertection" (kUù) and the degree 

ot· their nabili:ty to lead others tC1 pertection" (takmn , 
al=t5b.a;[r). The highe.t 4egr.e, ot the digDi t7 ot the 

propJ:let i8 achi.eved, accord.:i:Ds to Rist, in the person 

ot Mugemmad, he ia "the muter ot th.· prophet." (aa:y:rid 
, . 

al-anbizl') 'aD4 "the aode! ot the elect" (gidwat al-

, '...c -') 53 y":.l.l& • 

~e talÜU,' alao. .. cribe • particular "imag­

inative" tacul:~ to '\'the pro_et. Daia raculty ia, tor 
..... . ' 

th_, the 1fQ in wbich th. UDiverAl aiiapJ.. truth tbat 

'ia perceived. b7' the prophet'. intellect i. repre.mtecl . 

o in the toa ot particule, aeu1bl:e !aS" ad. WOrda.54 

: Th.., IDOreover hold that th1a particule t.cul 't7 i. 

active 1n lIaD7 dow1Da ad. that l1:a field ot operation 
• 

18 as aucb DOt l.iIIitecl to the ®alr iD of rel.igioua trutb. . . 
In the l,tter doII·iD, beN ...... the propIaet, b7 rlrt:ue 

of hia lIi..ai~, beopa_ able to 1WI4trr ~e relipoue 

tru:th acc".ible to the CCl_on people. !'he wq in wbich 

the p~.t'a "i_Siu.:tiv." tacul't7 PJ!O~ :La de-

.1 
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scribed as the evocation of symbo1s, which taci1itates 

the understanding of the peop1e. Fazlur Rahman believes 

that this aspect of prophethood is distinct from the 

"inspiration" (ilhim) that is acquired by some of the 

pious believers. This is because the' prophetie "imag;i.­

nâti ve" fa cul ty is an abiding :CacuJ. ty that beeomes like 

a channel through whieh th~ emanation trom the Active 

Intel1igence takes place so that it engenders real ver­

bal revelation and rel1giOus law.55 

According to Zarkin, Rizifs idea of the proph­

et • s n imaginati ven facul ty undergoes an evolution.56 

Zarkan balieves that, in bis Al-M,bibith al-Mashrigi:y:ya 

__ R8zi only takes over the idea held by Al ... Firibi and 

Ibn sini on this matter. This ~. becauae IiSr ... erta that 

the images which only the prophet C8D percei ve do not 
Il 

have external appearance, and they can onl.y be pe~eived 

by 'the prophet' s inte~ 8'enaes t D8IIlel7 by the po~è-z: / 

~t his "imagination-.57 zlll.'kin :turther atates that, in" 

bis latér warka, D8JIlel7 in bis Mule!rhkh:8' and Sharl1 al­

Ishirit, Risi i.m:plici t1:r negat.. the id.. which he h01ds 

in bis itorle pre'riausly lleDtioned b:r postulating that 

the images perceivecl b7 the prophet should bave exter-

Dal .-lit,-. 5~ ~ 

It i. iA~~~ note iA tbi. CODDection 

that Risr alao holda a theor.r ot -tamilies ~t soula"". 

In his Mac Ïlill Bisr .. aeris tha't there are varl.oua 

, 
" , 

1 
j 
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groups of "rational. souls" (al-nu.fÜs al.-natiga), that 

ramify into species (~). and each speci~s is made up of 

"persons" (ashkhap). Each one of the species is lik'e a 

child to one of the "c.elestial spirits" (al.-arwàp al­

samawina) that is responsible for th~ improvement of 

the conditions of the souls that constitute the çécies. 

This spirit i8 an angel. He may adopt manifold ways to 

gi ve guidance to the souls that are under his responsi-
\. 

bility, som~times through "intimate communication" 

(al-muna,jat), sometimes through "inspirations" (!!.: 
ilhimat) and sometimes by breath~ into their hearts 

(bi <t.ari'g al-narth tf l-rüc >.59 '." -- --------.... -
The 1IÎÙt-ak~_limun are usual.ly reluctant to 

view prophethood in terms of a nature essential.ly dis-

tinct fram the ordina.r,y h~~ nïture,. Underlying this 

reluctance is undoubtedly the Qdr'inic idea that the 

(' 

~ 
prophet is a man like oth~ men. 60 However, -~s ' 1 

an aspect oE prophethood which 18 understood by the~~'-~ 
mutakallimün as something distin~t from the Qrdi nary 'j 

human nature, and this is precisel7 the aspect or the 

prophet '8 "b'eing sent". As we sball presently see, the 
~ , 

idea of rlsila allows the mutakallimÜn to ascribe par-
\ 

ticular cbaracteristics ~o the prophetic nature. 

We have sean in the roregoing the importance 
"g 

that the Muc tuila give to the idea of ris&1a.. We have 
o 

also se,n that _ ~s key-idea 1s precisely the basis of 
--- --... 

1 , 

1 

, < 
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the Muc tazili te upholding of the 'ipma. To avoid un­

necessary repetition we may simply restate here the 

key-ideas which lead to the MuC: tazUite postulate of 

C islÙ&# and the links wi th whicb those key-ideas are 

• 

rel~ted ta o,ne ~. _ 

The ~o~~ce' qf nsila for the Mu' tazila i8 

particularly salient in their idea that, al.though the 

" good" and. the "badn for thém reside in th~ essence or 

\ the thing itself, only the ~~n.cting o~ a prophet maltes 

moral values accessible to fhUman reason by male; Dg them 

explicit. 61 Tbe idea or the "necessit'7 of the sending 

of prophets" is pl.aced b7 the Mue tuila vi. thin their 
o 

.. . 

geners.1 idea or "velrare" (!!fIl.aha). Thi.~ 1De&n8 that 

the sending oL prophet. is one of the things tut are 

necessary tor the veltare ot "-nk; nd. Since the Mue ta­

zi~a &lso maintain that God neceasar:U,. "wil.ls the vél-. , 
f'BP(! of' maDkind, the aending o~ prophets becoae& iDcwa-

p 

'Dent on Rim. Bowever, the Muétazila also aclmowledge " 

that Il necessi t7" 

in the sen.",,",",,· ~~ 

zilite 

ot the oDl.7 aspect that ia ~ound 

he prophet, becauae it 1.& alao a 

aspecta are apreaaec! in the Plu' ta-

D'" ...... ~ o~ pl"Opheta is a "neceaaar.Y' 

grace'" (lut~ wi.1ib). r 
The second id. whicb. .-ph··i... the iaportance 

o~ risila tor the Muc tuila md whi~ lION ~ 

co_and a, thei.r upholdiJ:ag of C i.eà 18· their ~atul.ate 

.. 
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th'!lt t~e acceptance or the mission by ~he peopl.e shoul.d 

be secured. To remove all obstacles the Muc tazila pos-
, 

tulate the removal o~ all obstacles on the part of the 

messengers themselve~. This 18 t~"ssence or their 

claim that Gad must remOve t'rom His messenger all mat­

ters that may cause aversion on the people~s part 

(al-muna.t"~1rit). 62 The latter concept comprises ~ 

,aspects, one or which 1s "bad reputation-, in partic­

ular the reputati;0n or being an ·~idel.- (ki.t'ir) b~:: 
fore the mission, as well as the repftati.on"O:f' being 

f 

a ngr~at s:inner- (fa8i9).63 ,The necealit7 of the re-. 

JIlOviDg or al~tirit iac 
IÜ_O, the bui.s ot the Mue ta­

zUi te claiJI that, 1>7 virtue of hia llission the prophet 

epljoys God' a protect,ion ap;nllt co_i tt1.Dg major sin. 64 

But the importance or risil.. in the Mue tasil1 te view 

becomes more erident .troll the tact that the Kuc tell. 

~ ,~cl.ude aaJ:J;r detalls UDCler tbeir concept ot -the thinp 

that cause aversion- (al .... m.ttirit). i'hi.s concept co.-
- , 

prisea sueb trait. as -rude teçer-.aent- (shllH) ,8Dd 

-booriahness- (rasip.>, 65 the bad. reputation o:f' telliDg 

lies and steal1D8.66 .18 far .. its non-iapl._eI1tation 

arouses aversion, the, •••• eager awst DOt have an ugl,. 

app~c •• 67 The illpl __ tation or au the •• coDditioDS' 

apl.a1n8 ~ th. prophet, b7 Yirtue of Ilia _i •• i 0IJ. b_ 

co ... th. beat .an of hia· tiae. 68 

.. 
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The rel.ationsh1p betveen the Muc tazi~ite ide. 

of prophethood, in particular in connection vi th their 

claim ot C i,ma, vith Rizi f s concept ot C iF!! should 

beco.e clearer in the !ollowing chapter. How.ver, it 

can already be statad. at thi.s point that the imp"rtance 

ot the ris&1a vhich, ~or the Mue tazila, ul timately ne­

eessi tates the existence of specifie traita in the per­

son of the messenger himsel.t, is to • g:reat eztent al.ao 1 

the importance vhieh RisI ho~ds tor his upholding o~ 

the cie, and. vhich underliea the exegesl.s of the 

Qur' in that he uaes to prove his point. 
/ 

To eomp1ete our panorama of the ideas of 

prophethood we IDIQ" add 808' ~eature. pecul.iar to Risi's 

theo1ogica1 school. The Asbc &rite. tlat~7 reject the 

MuCtazilite idea of the anecessltT' ot. the seDd;ns of 

prophets as sometb; ng l.nC\JIDbent OD God, for th_, God. 

is beyoncl the obl.igat:i.ons or neceaaitiea- of ~n. 69 

They concei ve o~ prophethood àore in t~ ot aomethiDg 

that is "po8si~e'!, morall,. (javas) .. we11 as ra-
I 

tional.ly (; mkin). 70 ll-Gbuni cODceiV" ot the nece8-

sity ot p1f;phecy in tel;ll8 or its real existence and as 

a responae to the ina~ilii:7 o~ the bU8ua iDte1l.eet to 

l reach ulti.lDate value.. !he Deect or th. 1mB.n i.utellect 

tor guidance7l iJJ .et, iD. the Gb •• al1an perapecti.e, 

in the peraoll or the prophet, who po....... -. pid;!'8 

m:l guided iDtel.l.ect lIbiaJa :1. abo.... aU JII01'U' iDtell.i.-
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genee" .72 We have alao seen that thia teat1ire is one 

that 18 eommonly predicated. o~ the prophet bJ the 

falisifa. ll-Ghazili,~ however, dil'.t'ers l'rom th_ in 

that he viewa the prophetie dignity not as 80aething 

that C8\n be aequired b7 nature but only b7 di vine ta­

vor.73 This point i8 ùao suggesteel in ll-Aahc &rit s 

Magâlit where the mutakallimÜn discusa whether the 

prophetie mission i8 a "reward· (thaw&b) or "pure ini­

tiative on God's part" (ibtid&·).?4 In thi .... -rispect, 

~zilr· a opinion l'alla betveen the two po •• ibiliti.a. 

On the one band, he maiDtaina that the prophetie dig­

ni t:r 1s a di vin. ~.vor, while on the ather band, he 

alsa S8:3s thatllit i. DOt givfID at rendoa Or bd.:iaerill-. ' \ 

inately ta al1 people,75 &Dd. that the el'rort o~ the 
c 

person tbat 1a choaen do •• DOt real.17 count tor it. 
~ 

being obtained. Bowever, ll-Gbasilr 8180 ... ert. that t 

one. the prophetie llia.ion i. i.çarCecl 1;0 • person, 

it 'engenc1era iD hia • ~ ccmatitu'Uolî~ excellent 
) -------

charaeter.76 This i.4e~~b~ one tbat ia gene-
~~ 

rally he1d --b;y-th. Aahc arit... JUrther"" .e l-.:rn f'roe 

Al-shahrutiDi ,'" the, Ame ari te. aaiDtai!l that, OD th. 

one haDd, the aeDding o.t' proph.ta u. iD 1t.el: • thing 

"posaibl.". CD th. other baDd, wh_~. pereon 18 aent _ 

God' 8 a •• aeager he 1. neceaaari17 corL'Oborated. b7 air­

Ael.. aDCl protected api Dit 00 :.t tti.:DI ujor aiD. 

Al-sbahruti"ni enD eçbaais.. tbat t DOt 01Ù.7 tbe ritiy 

, 
k. 
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is important, for it is "me.t'C7 and ldDÀDeas" to 1IIaIl-

, J" ' 
kind,78 but a1ao the measenger, for he ia -.ercy per-

sOnitied".79 It ia alao worth notiDg that Al-a~tinr ,. -
establishes a relationahip betveen the pre-prophetic 

lite o:C the messenger and hia aetual calliq to the 

propheti.e mission. Be maiDtains tUt the lDessenger 

really deservea the IIlission, becauae in his pre-proph­

etic li:Ce the pl'Opbet' s body aDd aoul àlreac:tr po •• e •• 

naturaI perfection and moral -be.ut,'-, eo and. that h~ 
i8 sent, as i t were, b1 yirtue ot the pertection tut 

, 

he alrea.dy po ••••• e. b.,tôre the 1Ii •• ion. ll-Bbabraatw 

.turther thinks that th. extraordiner.r condition ot tb. 

prophet' s pre-minioD lire i. pre.erved. ad. enbance4 
1 

duriDg the 1I1. •• ion, becauae the ai.sion parant_ Ilia 

immunit7 11'0. maJor aM ainor aiDa, &Dd .. hl .. hiJI to 

pertom airac1 •• , U thQ' are Decea8&1:7 to proTe the 

authenticity o~ hia lIi.uon.81. 

• 

! 
! 

1 
1 • 

1 

1 
l 
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lPJ.KBR AL-DIB AL-RIZ! AND THE IX>arBDE 

O:r THE IMPmClBILITY 01 THE PBOPHEl' 

BetON ve deal. nth Riai' a concept o~ c 1pa 

it aeca uaetul to aum up briefi7 wbat we hâve ., ~ar 

seen about Rid"': theor,y p~ ·prophetbood- cd, 111 thia 

light t to state the probl_ that ve 1b.11 deal. vith in 

thia ch8pter • .,. have &0 tar se. that Blat 18 ~bt­

edl.7 tUlil.iar ~ th the theo17 ot. prophethood held b7 

ll-J'ira""'bf &Del IbID srü. iD vhich prophethood i. OOD-
1 

ai4ere4 .. a Da'ture 4:i.atinct troa the or-cU Dar.r huaan 

Dature. 1'h1. 'ba8ic view allows for partioalar c:laa3o­

teri.at1ca ot the pmphet :ln _tterll ot ·:l.Dtel.len-, 

"act· and ·; •• g:lpatiQll-. Jurther, the rel.atioD8hip be­

tveen th .. e prophetie cba.ractariatios aDCl the orcJ1n .17 

huan i8 deacribed as nec".&r1 to p1'OllOte the latter 

to pertec'Mon. Ble two upect. ot the phlloaophera' 

id._ ot prophetbood., D88el7 the prophet 1 p b1 "!l' aD4 

th.·prophet u rtlatioa to 'the ordiN17 h~ beiDc. 

alao -erse aa ~c tulPect~ ot Bisi's icle& ot prophet-

boocl. 
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The ·philoaophical. - aspect 181 hovev.r, Dot 

the only component or Bi.f- 8 theo1"1 ot Pl'Oph.thood.. 
~ 

IJ:Ld.eed., the vast extent~ ot bis verk doe. DOt reveal 

him onl:r _ a philosopher; he is also a theologian aDd 

uagete. Nev,rehel,s., aven in hi. theol.ogica1 wOrka, 

aueb Ba M\Ùl!"al, and Macilim UIÙl al!.Drn wbere he-1leala 

with taneta ot belie.c, Risi' s phil.080phiceJ. outloolt ia 

uamistakabl:r do-iD.Dt. 

This i. particular~ cleu in hia id •• ot the 

relationship b.tween revel.tion azu:l huaan r ... on. A. 

vechave S8en earl.ier, aüt .ainta1na tbat "traditioD&l" 

and ft scriptural" argumentll JaUIIt be provided vith -ra­

tional" argUments in arder to re.ch sure Dowl. edge.1 

Be &1'0 uses thi.s methodology in bis c I.at al--Anbi:ti'. 

The largest portion or the latter vort consists in aD 

axesesis or the Qur' in:i.c passages that deal vith the 

p~Ph.ts, in particular thoae passages that seem di~ti­

cult toC reconcile vith the upholding ot the id .. or 

cie. The problem which Risi intenda to deal vith in 

his c Ismat al-Anbiya' cu thua approx1aatel1 be IItated 
o 

as tolloV8: Can the id8. or ,the prophet·. impeccabU1 t7 

be based. on "scriptural" and ·traditio~ent.? 

In o~er varda, since ror Razi .. scriptural ft .v.±~çce 
\1 

IIWIt b • .upporlec:l b7 "rat10Del· evi4.cea· What ~Vi_oe 
\ 

cm be toUDd. in the SCriptur8 and Tradition :hat ~/~/ 
pro •• the ide. or the prophet·. illpeccabi11t7? -

. . 
,. . 
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( ~ OD •• re el. __ t i. 1lH1ûl .toI' i:Ile 1IIl4e.nt .... ., DI 

L- ot aide. COQCtDl about w.. •• cifto theolostoal 1 •••• 

., .. !id. ie ~t Bisi ele.crib.. .. th. ~ ot ua. Iub-
. . Wil:J.t who holcl 1111 lel.. di_..etioel1 7 _ oppo._ to Ili. :14_ • 

ti. po:i.Dt wU1 b. cl.ar.I.t1ecl iD th. tollo1d.Dg •• œ1cm. 
, 

,~ It 1N7 be uaetul, bowe"'Z't w .tat. tat ib:l. po:lat the 
_: -- -

4irtctie 'tG whicb Bid wUl 1.-4 ua iD b.:I.. cI:1 ... lion .ot 

th. C i-a. vlaicb Il. br.Letl7 __ .ri ••• iD hi. Mac ilill 
tJàl al-Dip, a. .t'oUo"., 

',' "aU "th. (Quo'wc) -Yen •• that ocOU' cm thi.. 
_tter (l.e. the 'V'efte. tut ~eü about the 
p:or!eta' -ttrr01"JI- ad. -a:bu.) are e:it:her ta 
he tezpreted. •• -th. ,elerel1ctiOD or a b.tte 
coure. ot action- or, 1r th. action (tbat • 
p1"Ophet cœ-i te) cemot but be •• !:i7it i. 
'tG b. UDcleratood as to t~ plac. cIIar.I.Ds 
hi. p~rophet1c l.ite.-

t\ 

So •• ~DOt_. GD BisI'. c1:et tl-Apb1ri' 

". 
Bisl'. c:I-nt tl .... biri·3 :1. a 'treati.ae abo. 

1 

the prophet·. 8iD1 •• 8Il ••• t .ne! 1. di. Yidecl :i.Dto tIaree 
, 

part: •• Dl. firet .part; :1. a report' or the opildOlUl or 
'. MWIl.:1a autJ:aora GD. th. 1aau. or the prophet'e illpecca-

:: 

,bil:i.t7- 1h ••• C0D4 part; 1e Rist'. otm op1.D1on aDd. the 
e u 

U1PJII_te ror 1 ta uphol.ct.iDs. ~e tb1.rd. part 1a tal. 

'. 
~ 

·lUSe" part ot th. vors, vtdob 1. aD axes-ai. or Q\iZ". 
". 

ilde p ....... about th. p1'Opbet. 4eelt vith 1Il cbzoDo-.. 
~ 

10p.ca1 order. 

Bid' el., bu GO ..... _s. D watob Iae 4Ia1. 
Cr-,-
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vith 'tbe _ P1'Ob1_d.ca; tb:18 1. tII.e ttI.:I.:itQ •• a .... 

cbap1:~ or hi • .lJ:baclD 1'I uèl al_Dta.4-!Iut tiri.aioD o~ , 
tb. cx •• :1.. al., uaecl iD th • .kbtctp •• ~ •• fU.l'laezo 

'" ' . 
COIIpaZ'e. both worka the .., ·'1 &ri. tJ be1;w.. "*_ u ut; ua 
ditt1cul:t 1:0 ••• , iD parti.calar beoav.ae .. oIl ~ or bo1dl, 

1IIOrU d.eal. vith the .... Ob~.ct10A8 lID4 ,1'O..w. .. 18 _eIa 

eue near17 tbe .. e eo1u1:10D8. ID oua ... wozda, tbe at;raci­

~ o~ th. p .. aap. cleal.:1.Ds vi ... tlae _. p1'Ôbl_ 1. th. 

_. ~or bath vorlta.' 1. CG be ed4e4 'tUt 1D botb mm. 

1:b. -iilpeccab1l1t7- orthe Rsel 1. 41.11 •••• !Ile pa .... 

iD :the Arbtcfp 'thet cleal.. wi1:b 1:bi. pabl.."'" _ft ~­

ant ùaboratioD tba .... 1: i.' roUDcl iD "tille ex··. GIa tbe 

queaticm. !!da i. quit. ezcep~cm·l, beoauae iD paeral 

'tbe CXeat d.eala liOn axt8ll8i~ vith .' probl. tbaD 11; 

i. deal.t vith in the .lrb!ciD. ~a point CUl be ... nT ex­

p1aiDed. b7 th. tact tbat" aiDee the c X... i. int.4ecl 110ft 

çecifical17 ••• treat1.. on the proph •• •• illpeccabUi't7, 

1.t cou1d hard.l.7 be apecte4 thet in :1t BÜt would 8180 4:1 .... 

cu. whether 'the -Sel 1. i "'UIl. troll error IIIlcl ain. tb.. 

diacuaaiœ or th. 8DPl 1 • illpeccabU1't7 appeara 1:0 be or 
al .. 

aeconc1Au7 iaportace ia 1*. puz.opo .. o~ the wr1t1q 01 t:b.. 

It lIe7 al_ be DGtacl ..... __ 1utiaD.ou ia" , 
ex··, are clil'.t1ou1t t;o COIIPnb..a4, waiab .. .oN _al'7 

be UDduwt004 lQ' cc:mault1Dc 1ibe corre-.poDdins pu .... 1p. . 

tIb. "",cIa. Xt; ....-t;i.ae. oooa.r. iD th. cI=·t *t • 
.-Dt_o., •••• ~ _ ...... _.pd. v1:tbout 'Ch. "".'0 
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~ ... tiIwat be1rac .... 1;0 ... dlNG'nz~ot 'IItut •• _1; __ • 

SolI. _zd.I al __ t:o Jua ........ üopp'ed wi'tbout; .., .... 

be1rac i:a8U't:8d 1;0 1Ul. 1:b. pp. !bi. wa1cl _ cleu' 1r 

one ~. the ~ca1 part iD ._ docaa_1; •• ere 

Idaa·. ain 1à be1Dc ti.ou •• d. Wituv.1; • DRi.ce ttaa1: ao ~ 

GD. bu bem cl.] '''S V!l.1:b tIIl. rJ...Nt pabl_, IR • oeftd.D 

poiDt t,ll, .,oop4 pl'Obl. 1. __ 0.4.' !H. ~ o~ 

the whoJ.. p ...... cm. ~ 1. oieuer 1D th. ,",cp.' CD 

..... rel. 1DataDc •• Itbe .L$tc la 1. ua.hl tG brldp the pp. 

~t are l,n op_ 1a ae 'Ir'$,7 .. vell ..... a1te~ 
at101l. o~ wozdJl, 1IIbicb. ..te a. fte41nB cU.m.oalt;.8 

ODe IIO~ tidDS oaa .... ..u ...... t:Il. Ida, or tta. 

vork. ID ,the Jcbsabtt el-Jd.'Ù (.torewoJ.'lCl) of tbe Clppt, 

:aa.r ata1:e. brietl.7 1iihat tbe vozk bu 'bee wr.I.1:t_ w:l.1à 

the int.:lticm of re~ 'the 8ubldn'a, wbo 

•••• attribute 8iD8 ad on.ce. 1:0 6. proplaet. 
and. .scribe di-srace1'Lll ad. ...ue 4...,. tG ida_, 
the t1'UtlL...ia 'tbat all tbi. a1:tr.l.bati.oA 18 la­
toUDded·~ 

UnrortuDatel7,Bid cio •• DOt .eo117 turtlaer Do th.., 8ft. 

110 i. aJ.eo vaiA to look ror 110ft iDtOz.atioD abotrt: tb_ iD 

bi. I Ct1gÏ4jt tirag al.:!!u!1 ' .p,. JoHr 'fa lU .... ...... 

ecl 'tbat _e .... v1na are tbo .. peopl. ..... , .... ..... 

taainS., CODai4er all ldJula o~ eeou1.u.. _ oUe_ -pi-. 
tNe t~ iD Gocl.lOxt appeua -..1; 1;bia _ 1 .... r.l. ... 1;­

Id to • geat; lIIIDl" 1.ad1Y1dne1., U., 1iIaat 1_ j,e pzO~ , 
DO .on tua an. epltb~ ....... __ •• ,*,-_ -azt;z ___ _ 

'"T-

lJ:é..u..n.-J.3 ad. .-dia .. -_1lIu.-oJ~.).4. a.. / 

.• 
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," 

aut1lore ha .. "-.ed *~ 1dae ... mn. are ... ~ .ro1lD4 

aIIOIIS the V-~~e a:t;nm.ta.15 Oa th. o1iber bad.. Biat 
~_ rel.t~ .. ~ tU lubwina bol4 ùo1R 'pmplle1:boocl. 

lccomiDc 1:0 b1.ÎÏ'~"16, ttl_.!"peopl. 11014 ...... ~ tIle pmphet. 
'f~ 1 l,) 'l''J,,,~,~ 

ca co-i ~ utlor aD4 maor d.ul' ".""ot., 1ib_ ...,. M7 1;bat .... ' . - ", " . 
~.-ad wu lm UDb.u~ ,(!Ïnrl btfore b1.~"P~e1;ic 

" '. 

ai.aiou.17 '" 

ID tbe lDt1'OCluotioa 1;0 s.r'. ex., t1=t4pbpÏ' ", 
CAbd al_c.bÜ cU1ÜD al-8Ü4 ~. tbat Bis!' luuI 1;b. peat· 

. ~ 

.erit: ot cu.rb1Dc th •• _~~" •• ~ t:b.e Jubv1n'a, 
iD aelit.1B 11-8ubkr19 u. 'recozd.ed _ ..-t Id:IIr.i.Dc RisI'. 

, 

atq .t aezit, ... tbe ta.mdn'a ù ..u 50 ban .ai-

t.8ted bo81:1li't;r ... '11,. b1JI aD4 aoou..t'Iai. tIOIl aD4 witt 
o • ' 

ot c:li.~ ..... ~ Bid' ............ 1:ba~ •• Iub-
, 

vin'a' are t'bo .. people ua.1 J7 4Mor1bed ... _~z-

pbi8t.~ cill. 111 al i. tb.o1og. In Bâsr' ..... . 

-!b1a 1upooD' .. t:_ 1;ba't -r 80D 18 • Il.'u-do­
vell .884 • .toaica1:orJ 1*1. 1_ 1;0 be ~eot:ecl 
of 1Oq.th, lt 1 •• k1D4 o~ ....... aD4 v. PrlO" 
tbat: Gocl1J1q • ..,. refol.'ll a4 ftIP-tmaoe. u 
~r ~ wi.t., ., •• are l..1k. tba1: UDl._ Gocl ..u_ th. cbaate, 1 .. an 014 _ wbo baa DO­
tldDS -50 o.tter tG woae. AU 1:Id.. 1. po.albl •• 
But •• 50.. 1»7 God. 1 baye D8'N.r aai.4 1iba~ 
th. Creator 1. • ~, mut 1 haY. uever' li Jr-1IIl ) 
Bill 1;;0 .. t: a. ba8 œw'te4. DOl:' ucri..be4 poait;;. 
10p 1.D .. ce 1:0 n. •. ZI. 

Bist -e4ed hi. traftla 18 Bult ad. 11 ... tbare ror à.z 

78U'8 _td.l h. di .. :ba l209.22 ... 18 110 _1d.oD, bow-

R-er., tbat tIl. CIE! tl .... bI·. WU vr.1.~_ iD 1Id.a per.Locl 

ol hi. u.z. DOr 1. ... at1S.cd._1i et'1daM 1:0 '~_ 't;ba1; 

11: _ id_ .... ~ .... ""'.d"a d ..... 25: 

, 



,} 

• 

..... eatecl. Dl. poiDta o~ .i-i1 ari1:7 a4 di.ttuwaca bew .. 

the Arbac ID ad. 1:he c l .. t augeR"lut 1:bere i. a relation-

8Ihip betv .. tb._. 1'bi. i. ..,. 'b;f the ~act tbat iD both 

docn.ent. th ..... "probl._tic i. cU..cwa.ecl, v.1tb th. edopt­

ion or the ·_e 8'tr&lct1azoe ad b7 ;gai"S the _ ... t. or 

U"gImIenta. Viewecl iIi tId.. perapectiye tb.zoe i. DO .ajor 

poillt ot di.ttereDce .. ..ch betwe. th. exo.t tbat tale 

Arb!c ta i. .are ra.d.hl •• 

Aa reprd.a th. PUPO" o~ tille wr.I.1:iq of tbe 

CI_t, RisI hiaael1' ..... t •• tbat it wu 1Dt.ulecl 1;0 ~te 

- th. la*wina. Ile •• eyer do •• DOt P" rurtib.r I!pecd.fto­

.tion. Ii. biopapbezoa 81--.0 Si'" ua ~ ... _ iatoaatioD 

about Bisi'. OODtlict; nul tIa. lallltfin'a, n.-.:I7 0IÙ.7 'the 

on; r.portecl 01' Berit. A1l tIId., :lad •• , i. DOt .o. 
~vicl8Do. to ui·-"tbat~th. cI" ..... "r.l:tt_ d1Ir.1DC BiaI'. 
art.;, at Berit. On tbe o'ttle~, .. 1-.JSl traa Biai 

bi •• el.t -..t th ... peopl.. bo14, iD puti.~ar ~ 

proph.~. !bu '"e IliPt oaaa111Cle tbat Bid'. ooatliot 

with 1:he laablf1na at"-t .., ...... eYi4aoe for the 

bia'tOrical actuâU.'t7 of iii. ~_oe of tiIl. i~ of 'lib. 

propb.t·. illpeoaab:ll 1. 1:7 • 

. '\ 

. . 
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. On the Dature ot C iee 

~e co.e DOW t~ the cli8CWIai~ ot C ipa i't sel t • 

~e three tol.lowing sectio*,1 kUl dea1 vith three partic­

war aspects:' the nature ~t ci ... i'ts content aDd. Risr' s ~ 
,-' 

arguments in- tavor 01' 1t. lJi thia section we shall. present 
_. 0 

Razl. '. accoUDt ot the discussion of the nature or C ipa 

among the Mualia thiDkers. Boae passagea t'roll hia "uRas.al 

will be t1'UUllated here, iD ~ he lIWIIIIlar.isell the opiD­

~1.ODS or the scholars betore hia~ 24 
p , -ib. tollowing are the opiniOJla or thoae who ho1d 

the ide. of the prophet's iJEmit7 to aiD. tiret 01' al1"9 
there are people who hold that .,aecme who ia a C é ia • 
pel'8OD who cannot çoa.it aiDe Seoond17, there are people 
who SIq that aoaeone who is .. C é sd.ll has the power to 
colIIIIi t sin. 

-AIIoDS the uph01de,ra or the tiNt Yiew there are 
thoae wbo be1ieve that 8Oaeone wbo ie a c .. i •• peNOn 
who, iD hil boq or .ou! ia eDdoved vi:. a aracteristic 
nature which Dece.~ preclude. hia 1'roa co-=Ltting 
siDa. Bowever, there are al.ao tholle 80 ho1d that, as 1'ar 
as his ~ nature i. CODCeDled, the .. c Fe 111 1ike 
other peOple, and thq iDterpret ~ as fi capac1t,- 01' 
obedience (al.-oudra cali al-tiC .)~a 1a the teaching 
01' Abü 1-ijulID âi:llla· an. 

-Tho.e who do DOt d~ (the exiateD~e or J t'ree 
v:U125 interpret c 1.11 •• aoaetldDg whiCb God lIq c:lo to 
Bxs aerant, and E_ tbat (1t coul.4 be acceptec:l that) 
by virtue or th1 •• ct of. Gocl the perecm tbat i. _c sUa 
vill Dot purpolle1U.l..q co-.it a:1Di but W. çeciâi .ct or 
God sbould. DOt be \1DCle.ratood - • CODatra1Dt <*jt:' oD 
him. The upholdera or thi •. ~Yiew retute the :tir ev OD 
several grcnJDù.----

-1be • rational arsua-t' for tbeir retut.tion 
is that, i,f it vere .. the17 aq, the ::i:èl,,";> receiv •• 
~ (bva Ood), would DOt d~. p.e , and 
~eD8ta oZ ·preacr.1,tioD 1114 proacr.l.ptioA iii4 o~ 
'reward. '.aDd. pUDisbllet would _ vell. 10.e their • ..,iDS. 

) 

./ 
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"The 'Traditional ai'gument' for their ref'usal is 
the following' w~~ of Gad: "Say, 'I am oul;, a moP'ta.l..­
like you are T ~ ; Il Set not up wi th Gad another ,god n ;z-r 
Il ~d had We not confirmed thee, sur~àY tbou we~ near to 
inclinjng unto them a ve:1 Mttle"; and ·Yet l claim not 

. that my soul was innocent • " 

"Tbe upholders o~ the ~ir8t view turther maintain 
, that the 'occasions ot c 110ûi (Babil> al_c 1sma) are tour • 
.F.i.rstly, the body or the so oi the persoiithat 1s mac ~ 
possesses a characteristic which renders the (existence 0) 
habi tus (malaka) Q,b1igatory in hiBl, which prevents hiDi t'rom 
doing disgracel\iJ. deeds ('f'Ujiir};-, "tb4-~ence between 

(, God 1 S act and the habitus-ri""i'nown. 'SeconcUy, - îrï')l±m--is 
e:ngendered the knpwiëage o~ the basenes8 ot sin and the 
loftiness of obedience. Thirdly, this knowledge is streng­
thened by God's uninterrupted revelatioDs and clarificat­
ions. Fourthly, if an action of thé kind ot • the derelict­
ion of a better course ot- action' occurs on his part, or 
that at aocertain moment tOl:8otfUlness overtakes him, this 
is not 1eft unheeded;, on the eontra17, he is tbereby repri­
manded and wanled by God; and this aèt ot God makes him 
teel depressed. " 

"(They also maintain that) when these four elem­
ents exi.at together in one individual, he ia eftectively 
Aunune f"lX>m sin. For, when the 'habitua ot puri.tt' (malakat 
al_c iffa) is existent in the essence 01 the sou! ~d, with 
i t, a perteet knowledge that bappiness lies in, obedience , 
and that perdition lies in sin, thia knowledge becomes a 
help to him to realize the requi:rements ot the habitus o:t 
the soule RevEtlation also mak~s this perttect, and a I1ttle 
sense o~ teu of being blamed'-enhances alertness. The 
essence oi' cie' 1s thus guaranteed b7 the existence ot 
tbese four eiemtnts in the individuel.-- ~, 

~ .. ', j 

R8zi dOtts ,Dot state explicl.tl.y his stance. BUt 11: 

seems qui te sa'fe to inter, on base ot what ve Jiave- Seen 

fJ,DOve,3O that :f~~ him t~e C".iP! real17 means the imposs ... 

.... ibility of the -prophet's committing ains. ibis aè8ms in 
; . 1 

'l' ~ _ line vi th bis view that the prophet :i.e a pertect beinS in 
g • 

varioua aspects ot his per~nalit7. Bere we lD87 take up 
, , 1 

again Rizl's a~ent on the intel.leetive. active and 
" 

imaginative taculties of the prophet. !!he ability ta laad 

o1Ohers ti> ~r~ection, which ia proper ta the p~Phet,31 
" n 

, - .) 

,,' 

!f 

1 

l 

1 

l 
1 



" ( -
, .. 

58 
,,! 

8'lhe 'i'red.itioDal ~_t' ~or tbeir ~ 1. 
the toUo~ ~ ot 004: 8Su, '1 - 0Dl.7 a .,~ 
like ;rou are e; 8Set DOt up vith God aotber 'socle; 
-And had. We not ccm.t:lraed. thee, ~ tbou vert 1l-.r' to 
inclining UDto th. a veS ~ttlee; ad ·Yet l ~aiII DOt 
~at rq BOul vu :Umocct • " 

-'lhe uphold.ra ot the tirn Yift .t'urther aaiDtaiD 
that the 'OCcaaiOD. ot c 1a. (&allô, al_c 1~ a.t"e' tour. 
F.i.rstl;r, the bo~ or the., 01 e p..... t i. MC-il 
possesses a cbaract.ristic whicb r.dera tb.e (ez18'tcc. 0) 
habitus (mal.~ obligato1'7 in bill, vb.1ch prevmta hia troll 
dâing disgrac deecl8 (~1ür); th. dittel!'8llc. betve. 
Gad 1 S ACt and. the hab! tuaâ iDolm. 8ecoM';r t iD bia i. 
engendered the knoW1ëê1iê ot the baaa1e .. ot aiD ad the 
10ttineSB o~ obed.imce. ~ t thi.a kDowled8e ï. atNDS­
thened ~ God·. uninterrapted revel.atiau a:od. clarificat­
ions. Fourthl.;y, i~ m action ot the ld.Dd 01' .' the d.erelict­
ion o~ a better couree o~ action' bCCUl."ll an his part, or 
that at a certain ., .. t torgettul.ne_ overtake. hia, tbia 
is Dot 1ett UDheed.ed; on the ccmtrar.r, hé i. thereb,-tI repri­
manded and waDled. b7 God.; and. thia Act of Gocl Mke. hia 
teel d.epresaed. . " 11 

"(Th.,. al.ao aai.D.tain tbat) wh_ tbe •• tour 81_ 
ents exist ~geth.r iD ODe iDd.iriclual., he i. ëttect1vel7 
imlnme bom ai.D. J'or, .811 the 'beh1. of parlt7' (Mlflt 
al_c itta) is exiat_t in the .... ceo 1:Il. .ou! aD4, Vi. 
it, a pertect lœowl.ec:Ig. tbat happiD._ li •• iD obed.1cc. 
and. tbat perdi tiOll li.. Ul a1D, thia Dowl.edSe beooa.. . 

. help to hi.Ia to real is. th. ~_t;a ot 'the habi!.ff o~ 
tbe soul. Reyelaticm 'Al., .akea Ulia pertect, .aa a t'U. 
senS8 ot tear ot beiDg bl_ecl _bac .. al.rtD .... !!le 
~s8ence ot C iee i. thua guuwnteecl b7 the ez:iatmC8 ot 
tbese tour ë1 __ t. iD the :i.D4irid"a1 .-

Rizr does DOt S'tate apllcU.1.7 bis .tec •• Bu.t it 

seems quite ~e to iJder, GD baH or 1IIbat •• bave ••• 

aoeve,30 tbat ~or hi.II th. CizE reel17 ....,. tb. iIIpo_ 

ibility ot the propbet'. co.mtti.Ds sina. !hi ...... in 
\ 

line vith his vi_ tbat th. proph.t i. •• perf'ect beinS in 

varioua aspecta ot hia p.Z"8ODal.1.t7. lleri we ~ tek. up 

again Risr'. argua_t cm the ~tel1ectj..,.., aetiv. ad. 

imaginative ~.culti •• o~ the propbet. 2tle ab1.l.i1;J' to lead 

o'thera to p.r~ec1d.QI1t vIlich i. proper .. tbe propJlet,31 

, 
• 



i.s inconcei vabl.e vi tbout tbe pmphet'. beiDs hab! t;Qa' 17 iD 

astate ot puri t1. 1!le ~ui.blli 't7 o~ the prophet·. pu­

.torming d.iagr8cetul cleecla i. iD ~Dld.t7 vitb the tact 

that> the P~.t· ~ mal i. Ua the hi • __ clesree or pu­

tectiOD, vhic:b. is cbancteri.aecl 1V _ ezee11~t .,ral cba­

raeter (al=tk!ll.iq al-*:ll.).~ ID BOtha- 1"e8pect, the , , 

prophet's intel.lectiYe taculq i. al .. mica]],. c::baractez-
) "'-, 

isecl b7 perteetiœ vbich i. -the kDovledp or Gocl- (.' ël...tat 
, " 

ll~ih) aDd. th.-lalovled8e ot ct1"rl.De tbinv(al-' Dl_ al:g'M'1: 

in. al-il!biual.33 '!!le •• BD baD4 in UDd. vith th. pertect- . 

ion ot his active !aculq 1Idli.cb _teria11 ... iD the ·obecl­

iellce to Gad· (ti' at Al~ib). ,.ll.l tb1. 1.. 00IIP1etect vith 

the per.tection ot hi. 1_g:tnatiYe racal.t:7, wb.icb 1. _ ab­

id.i.Dg tacult)" vith hi.a, tbroUlb 1Ibicb be i. iD oœtiDDOua 

contact vith the .lcti .. IDtelligeDce. l'roII t:b.i. OODtiDUOua 

ccmtact reyelatian tek •• p1ace."" !!le ~ .... ect. ot tb4t 

p roph et , • perrection aeet the.tir8t tbree ·occaaicaa ot 

'i .. - (asbaD ù-'ie) wb.1cb are -.a:t1aIaect ~_ Bisi iD tbe 

passage tZ"8JlÙated. aboye.' !he' ri .jpiDS upect tbat i. -

lacking ia Goel'. reprt B.cl ad. _m.ine. iL tbe propbet 

eveotl .. 117 1 .. ", ••• be't"ter cour.. ot actiaD. We w1l1 COlle 

.cross this ~_t iD Qaapte.r Jbur, cere aiar'. axesea:i.. 
vill be '.ore sp.citica11,. d.ealt witb. 

ts t • 
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On th. CODt_t O~ c 1. 
V1th reprd ta' _t'ten iD vb1cb ..,i;iII1:=: ia dl'ecti .... 

tbere are al., Yarioua opiuÜ.. ....s tbe Ma81 iw aût:baJ."ll. 

-r ' Ras bu a report of thia ~ tb.e alulpter Wlicb op_ hi. 

'let al-wlpbW'. It i. iD'teaded. ~ the seeml. oc:a'text 

for hie arsua_ta clet_di US tbe ptophet'. , __ , ~ t'1'OIl 

GD. Dle.. opiDi.GD8 .. vell. .. Bisr'. cne ~_t. wi.ll 

be tru.alatecl :Ua ta. tvo tollovi.D& aect1GDa.,5 
1 

-!!le oontzoYe1"lli .. uaat ez18t GD 1ibia pzobl. 
(1... GD tIle 1 .... ot Ul. pzopbet'. illpecoablli t7) c.a be 
cl.a •• itiecl iDto t'our catepri. ... 

, . 
C \ 
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fIlJ'lrl~i IIU fIl IfU;riUf!l ~i!!i ! rI i ~ ., 
ff~i4tr,J : ~:t otiS ~li;W-:11 ~I" ï~:8iE ~!! ~ ; • . ..". a g '. ft et 11 .~~ • roi. # r:.. ~ =- 1 t: If li ft, r ~:;-,..... r ~ fi· 1 

"rl1 A'iJr.I'n lÎ.f .. 1r.1(, "1 f 14 
If:::;~.iar:~ ~: 1:·:'- !i· .. llgh~nl -'r!if ~ ~ ~ '.~ ~ ; . 8l 

• 5 .; 

" ff1 r -sil,! ~·ht ~~ fa ;i~:f!f. :;f.,! i ; ! 1 0 , 

l, 1: ~i r ,!~ ~ff I:"fl .. f:J ~~. "'di'" ~ • • 

" 'f·f fi" r.. p tr ~h- ., .... 8 • 
, ~ 
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-11. God bu d.:1ricW tU bel.i .... ID» an 
, wut.er the o~ ob~ taae of N11-

~. '\ s1aD 1D1;0 t.o , uael7 -Ua. 
~ . _ JtU.V 0 lID4 -taae ~ of 

----------- Allih- • ara SataJa·. Dart;:y, 

.. 

... • 

.r--
( ,-

--------~ Satiiïi • , 1Rl1"tÙ7., tbq arw tbe lo .. N'-7') -
Dd,~ .. lU'e God'. paraI _, ~ Goel'. l'U't7 -
.1:bq are th. Pl'OçU'e1"ll.-" !ben 1. DO d.oubt tobat 
-Satan'. P&rt7- are tho •• wbo do what Bata wUl.. ad. 
or4ers. Duu .. .tore, 1.t it oou1.d oocu.r tbat the prophe't. 
oc_i t a1D t 1t would be t1'Wl 'tbat thq be .wms Sat.'. 1 

PU"t7. It 1IfOuld alao be tl'Qe tbat thq be -the l.oaera". ce the CODtl."U7, wbat Gad IIIQ'. wou1d likewi •• be t1"lle 
of J"' •• pioua , __ ben o.f the <>-mali!{ CM __ " .1, 
â\;1;ia) that tbQ' be -the pro •• rera • -
au.p GD, ve woul.d be oblipd tG aq thaf: aD7 one o.t 
th. -.b.rs o.t the ao-maiQ' JJa7 H IV raz. _Iutrior ., 
th. prophet. Boweyv, tb.re ia DO cloubt tbat t)da u­
auapt101l 1. tal.e. 

-1.2. Our .tellov. (tba AalacarJ.t •• > ha .. e.ab-
11abed tbat the propIaet

7
,. auper.Lor tG _. apl. If: 

ha. 1ikewi.. b.. aboWA tbat th. apl 4:Ld no1; ... -
ture into doiDg .. etbiDS aiD.tUl. Blere.tore, if 1t 
oould happtID that the prophet ooaa1 t aiD, tbere wou1cl 
b. DO g%'9UDd. to asauae that the p1"Oph.t i. auperior iD 
•• rit aboya the' ansel, .for God l1li7.1 -Or -.u. We ulœ 
tho •• who bélitiv. and. do rigbteoua d.eda .a the wol'kezra 
of corruption in the earth', or_8hal.1 V. aake th. pd.­
.tearJ..ns es the trllDagreaaora?-~ 

- -13 •. 1'0 IbritWa God sqa: -Bebo1d 1 uke JOu 
• leader ror the people:"80 ... leader (~S ~iti. in;dHcl 
801I!OD. who caD be tollowed a. • .oclel_ -l! ___ -slft b1-hi). If l:brilüa 414 cowit aiD, wo • 
o ~.to17 GD the creature. ta toUow h1a iD th. a1D, 
too. 'DU. ia obvioua1.7 :tal ••• 

-14-. God aq., -~ OOYeDaD.t 1b.'1 Dot reacb 
th. eTildoera.-81 It re.wt tbat ir on. bol.&U.7 OQII­
ait •• ein, h. therelQ' w1'ODP h1aaelr, .. Gocl .., •• 82 
"e a.m go f'urther lID4 atat. th. probl_ .. ' .tollow •• 
the cov.ant lIhicb, .. God Ua utablilbecl lIb.l1 DOt 
.-bace the .vildoera IIQ eithar H th. oovea:a't ot, _ 

!iiietboocl (CN-e-> or tbe OOnDat o~ r. 
~.-tl"~ 1'ïiëFia iD tact "t i ..... e .t'ter .. _ 110ft 1'Md117 UD4eratoocl.8 

!bis 1. becaua. th. oo~t of J.- 18 ot • love 
Usre. tbaI:l th. ooy--.t ot prooOd.. B_oe, 
aiDee th. ooy __ 1; o.t r do .. D01; _ace tb. e1'i1-
clDeN, bow .. ob _reU.. OOy __ t of pJ:OllbetaMlo4 
aclu4e th. eri.ldoeN • 

, , 
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, M15. It 1. ~rsecl t:bat (011 •• oo.Id'_> 
Ill1lsqaa b. 'Baibit al"'D .. zr.8't~-t..-t111_ do. tiIl • 
... cit7 or the hopb.t'. clÎda,85 al. ...... b. d:14 DOt 
mow uactq .. t ha4 real17 1uIPP-e4. ae ..w.s ·X h-
11 ... 8 Ute lmItb or Wbat 7011 887 about ~ .'_1", 
_ 1 DOt V,j. 111DC tG bel1-... wat JOu .., aIMnlt t:ld.. 

, .. ".r1M Wb. be ba4 tIuuI 8pOk_ t:Il. hopbet d.eCl.aacl 
that he Ra t1'\ltll1:Ul .. -- Ma -.,o ..... r ot tw 
~1:D ..... M <!!hl l-!b • .,tpp). ~ ... ~ 1t ven 10_ 
dbl. tbat tlae PropIaet oo=U: a:I.a, ' ',. tNtiIlOlQ' 
_ul4 b. Yalual .... 

MW. ba.e tbu ~PII1Da~ecl t;b:=8itiOD of 
Ua. proot. ~r th. propllet'. illpéooebi 11 • v. a.D 
DOW tum 50 th. proot. 1'01' the iIIp. _ or tiIl • 
.. el. Our arsua-t. w1ll be .tour iD .. ber. 

M!he tiNt i. Qocl'. _'101'4 OODoem1 .... tbe uSUre 
of th. lIDIelJ -"!la.,. .tMr tbdr f,om abo .. 'Ida_, .ad 
thq do "t tbq lI1"e ao_adAKt- .81 !b1a 1IIpll.. tUt 
aU -sala ue bo1lDd. tG cio all tbat tb.- .-' o1'Cle1'e4 
50 do a4 ,ta, .'baadoll tl.1 thet 1. .toz-bi*,--.' :Jor. if 
ane 1. probibltecl 50 do •• 1n •• he 1. NIl17 ca ga­
elecl to .bacIDIl i t. 

-Dl ••• CODCl88 :1. God.'.' WON clNorJ..b1Jac 'th. 
agela: "Bq t but thq are boDore4 .81'nIlt. tbat 0115-89 .trip Hill DOt iD lIP'ech~ _cl per.tona .. ae OOM'DeIa.-

, - -91. third. i. God'. wom, -slori1)'iy JI1a _ 
night 8D~ in the dqtiae amd Dev.r ta:il.iDgll. ~ ao..­
one who i. d •• cribecl •• h. i. her. coulcl DOt poaaibl7 
coait aine 

M1h. ,tourth 1. that th. pgel. are M' •• -aera 
of 'Gad, •• , to praia. th. Gael 8Qf' -Ood kDowa ve1.7 
well where to place Bi. M •• sage-. ':J 

MW. bave thu. aentioDecl the proot. for th. 
impeccabUi ~ ot the prophete and the as~. - Goc:I.'. 
ble •• iDg and p •• ce b. UPOD th. ell.· , 

1 
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Rbt's QUR'I'IIC EDDlBIS 

~B 1!Œ 1JPBQLlD1IG OP cIIm. 
Pye1',in'T! T"IT" 

\ 
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ID upbolcI:I.DC the id_ o~ the prophet'. 111-

peccabi 11-1=7 Bu1 bu .et up a boq o~ arpaet. tbat 

combiDe th. give o~ reYel.at1OJl ud th. poatulat_ ot 

re&8OD. Ve have • ...a thia iD 'the torecoiDs cbaptere, 

:iD particular :ln Obçter 1!œM9 iD \lb:i.cb t'hia .et of 

argaIleat. bu bHD traDalatecl. Wbat ._ cl..r, .ore­

over, i8 that bmp4 th._ U'IPIII-t. 'there i. 8110..:1.4_ 

o~ prophetho04 that uzulerU .. Riai'. poatul.at ... ~-

'tral to 1t i. the DOtion o~ -beiD8 _t- (riWa)" 
1 

wb3.ch, tor Risi, c~uada th. n.c_1Ii ot particular 

cbaracter.i.8tic. :ln the per80D tb.:t;·.ia •• t.,.1 word. 

which i8 uaed b7 Basi hiaaelt to" ~.ri.e ~e •• 

traits i8 ·perteotion-. Ve hav_ ••• thi. iD coDllec­

tion wi th Bisi' a taailiari:t7 vith the talÜi.ta. )Ur-
... ' \ 

- ther, Rist eatabl1ahea a tomal. liDk .between thia 
" 

, 
-( 

characteristic ot prophethood., . which cu be called • \ " 

characteristic ot the prophet iD bipelt, vith' the 

;::Lltil, Jl8JDel,. vith the cbaracter1atic ot the prop~et 

~\ relatioJl8hi.p to other beli.vera. !l'hi. liDk .e .. 
1 

,-

" 
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e.senti&! iD. BisI's ,idea or prophethood.. 

Bowever, ~e 1dea o~ th. prophet' s p.r~ectioD 

which we have 80 tar sem iD cODDection'with BisI'. 

cl.oaces. to the talüi~. still bu to be controJ'lted. 

vith the Qur'in. In ~act, 1t doe. not appear clear1.7 

at .~1rst sigbt that this idee 1a ever.JWhere aaserted 

iD. the Qur'in. 'l!lat the matter ia 80 1e &1ao shown b,. 
.RisI's awarene •• ot the existence ot • great ~ ob­

jections tovarcls the uphol~ or thia id .. whicb be 

himael~ 8ta~e. along hi. «Eegetica1 treatise. Thia 

point ahould ·b.come clearer wh_ v. sa !'urther in thia 

cb.apter. AlIIong thos. objectiOJUl there :1.a on. that ia 

di_etrieall,. oppoaed to BisI'a id-., lIIhich he ba8 

callecl the Uaahwi vi_ • .la we have al80 atmtioned iD 

the ~oreso1n& RiaIt. Clet al ..... pbizi· :La wnttm to 

rerute the l.~er view • .la JJa7 be ap.cteclt ~. atn.ra-
( " 

aüo. or. th. Prophet·. a1Dle_.... :La! prolll .... lical wh_ 

c.rtain Qur'iDic p ....... are clo_el1' ezelri»..J ID lû.a 
, ,....-.- ..... -. 

'- - .; 

CIlHt al.=ApbiYi t Bid w:Lll ha .... 1;0 dea1 vith tbi. probl_. 

'lt would b. too 10Dg to deal bere vith the ~, 
whole axegetical treatiae about th. proph.ts that ia 

contained. in RAsI's C l ••• t. v. ab.ll thua have to s_ 

lect ,passage. tliat are or ~or ht.nat iD presentiDg , . 
1 

Risr's reaaoniDg while tollowiDg clo.eq hi. own tree" . '-' 

ti ••• 
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On the 'ie or Ictaa 

There are severe.1 intereating points in Riz!' s 

exegesis o~ the passages concerning Idam. We shall 

deal here vi th a pusage in which RizI develop. one 

ot hi. basic concepts ot ci"" DalDel7 the ide. tut 

belore the prophetic ns.ion it i.. allowable tbat tbe 

prophet colllllits sin. As bas been m8ll.tiolled earlier, l 

the possibilit7 ot usiDg thi. argument in eonneetion 

vi th IdaID is ap~ored in the Arba' in, whlle in C lpat . 

Rizi only ,sq. that ft hall be. ~rici_t~ c;l.ealt 

vith elaewhere. 

In C If!!t the probl_ ia atat .. as tollowa. 2 

1. ,~ ia an c yI, which aeanà a great s~er. 

This can be aàid. on accoqut ot the verae:. "'dam dia-

obqed and 80 he erred"(20,l.2l); the Qur1in 

BQ. that an _c~~ 

("But vhoao di.obq. Go4, &D4 Hi. Me •• eager, 8Dd trana-

grea.ea Ris bouncl, bill Be wil.1 adlLit to a lire, thezoe. 

in dwelliDg torever"). Moreoyer, the word. C iajin, 

vhich is Wied in siirà 20,121 i. a de1"Opto17 noUD and 
, . ' 

(ism dhlJD1D) ia ~ usee! to 4e.ipate a ·great siDDer-; 

2. Id.aa ia deacribed. ... "l'_i:t_t- iD' aüre. 

2O,122( "Thereafter hi. Lord cho •• bill, aDd. tumecl 

again œto bill, ad Be guidecl biII-), aDd. iD aiira 2,37 

~ ( "There«rter Idam receivecl certain wo~ t1"O.' his 

Lord, and Be 'tulDed t9W1U'da hia·); llOaeàb.e who ~lIIlt. 

u _ 
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ia undoubtedly a sinner (mudbnib). 

3. Idam commits-what da f'orbidden, as it is 

sa id in sura ?,22( nDid l ~ot'prohibit you trom this 

tree?") and in siira 7,19( "Come not nigh this tree:"). 
r-'"'; 

To do what is torbidden is the heart of' sin. 

4. God calls X<ùpn an 'evi~doer' _(~ - , 

süra ? ,19( "Lest you be ot the evi~doers") and ldam 
J 

calla himseli' a zaJ.im in aura ? ,23( "Lord, we have 

w~nged ouràelvesn ). And on a zaJ.im is incumbent God's 

curse, because the Qur'8n says~ nsurely the curae o'r 
o -, , 

~d shall rest upon the evil.doersn (11,18). 

?_ Xdam,acknowledges that unless God pardons 

h~m he would certainly b'e rong ~he lost: n If' Thou 

dost not torgive us, and hlkve mercy upon us, we shall 

surely be' .among'l the lost""-(-7,~3). This proves that he 

is among great sinners • 
.J ~ 

6. Idam is expelled t'rom Paradise in account 

of Satan 1 s prompting and seduction and becauee he 
1 

obeys him, whieh proves that he ls a great sinner. 

It has ~ëen said in the toregoing that in 
__ Î ... ". 

~~!izI r~sP9nds simpl~ by pointing out that the 

-sin ~f' IdsJlvtakes, place beiora he is calle<! to proph­

',..,etho~d. :~In~.thè À~baè in, 3 tlie answer is provided by 
, . 

. &lA 

, 

investigating wheth~r the sin cannot be said to tak~ 

place betore the mission. ~ollowing are the argu­

men~ to prove the latter assumption. 

---



.. 

73 

1.- aih-. 2b,121-122 (-Id. di.,bqed hi. Lord.' 

and 80 be errecl. !!berNfter hUf Lord clio .. Aia. 8Dd 
o -

tUmed apjn unto bill, ad. Be p14ecl b,:W.) 1Ibo •• tbat 
3 

GOd choae Ida. ... prophet after h. bad 00_1"_ 
~ 

the su, 'tiecause the wo1"Cl th~ (. theratte1"") 'iJl 
è1 

thi. siira ia ua~ to urk the .-qu_ce of the dit'rez--

ent avent. tbat are 4 •• czibe4 iD 0 1t (li l-tariIdd). 4 

2. Rist .-tat.. that. wb. 1 t i. pro ... ed. 1iibat 
, . 

a sin haB actual17 tek. place ... 111 tbi. cu., ..,. 

vilen it b,aa a180 been pro'YeIl 011 the o1:tier 1YID4 'tbat 0 

, \ 

during the1r prophetie ur. tbe P%'Op!let.\ cio 110 Ga i t 

sin,5 there 1. no other WIQ'~t -XO.1: ~ oezaaid.er tba't 
- _# 

the sin tUt i. 00_1 ttecl taie. place "for. tb. 

mission. 6 
o 

3. On th. SUPPOaiticm tbat ~ i. alre.d7 

a lIessenger wh_ he ain., the rollow1Da ~equ_cea 

~ould be CODs1d.erecb 

a. 1t 1. iIIIposa1bl.a to ..... tbat he 1. 

chosen &s • messllll6er to the ansel., becauae as~. 

themse1 vas are God· •• e •• asera, 7 ~ "ecauae ~ •• ~ 
senger does Dot need Gother •••• eng.Z'. 

b. 1t 1s al.80 1apo.a1b1e to -SUII. that he 

1a choaen -as a ae •• Clger to amldn4, becauae there i. 
, 

)"e,:t no other huun b.ins ri th hiII iD Pardi.e uoept 

uawl', and becauae Goclllimaelf 8180 speaka 1;e Iler wi:th-

out Idall' 8 inteDa~ai7 ~8 i" 

\ 

----------------l~ti------------~--------------~----------~----------~--------~~ 
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c. it ia al.ao pointleas to assume tut Idam 

1..8 chosen as a messen.ger to no one. 1hwI, RAzI states 
~ 
that there 1..8 no other possible conclusion e%C8pt to 

~ 

&a3 that Idam i.8 not 1et a mea8eDger aD4 a prophet ' 

when he eolDlllita the sin that i8 .. t1.oDecl iJ1 the Qur, •• 9 

BÜI'. c1iacuaaion about BOP ~. bued upcm the 

ro~lowing paasqe or the Qur'in: 

-Anel JfÜb cal.led. 1Dlto U. IDrcl 9 ancl saiel, 
'0 rq Lord, Jq SOI1 ia or., :-•• 117, lDCl 
Thr p:roai. •• ia au.relT the tra.th. ~u 
art the justest or tho •• tbat ~uds •• 
Said. Be t •• ~, he ia DOt ot tIQ" t.·1 11; 
it i.a a 4.eed DOt ripteoua. Do DOt ut 
ot M. that vllereor thou but DO kDow­
ledg.. l adIIODiab th •• 9 lut thou ahouJ.d..st 
be .'POUI the ipo1'8Dt.·· (11,45-46) 

The probl_ tUt va abe] 1 deal. vith here ia 

based on ,-the aaawapt~on tut llib·. P1'II7er tor bis SOD 

1a a sin, (mac ,in), bec&use he ia admoniah~ b1 God 

agaiDst doing it. 1hia assumpt10D &180 .e8118 to be COD­

tirmed by the rollowing passage that reada •• My Lord, 

l tQe refuge ~th Thee t lest l shouldat ask of Thee .. 
,that'whereof l bave no knowledge; tor ir Thou torgiv-

est me not, flD.d hast not mercy on me, I shall be amoDg 

the losers. '"(11,47) whicb is B~'s repentance. The 

'third reasOD' ror the assumptioD is baaed OD the tact 

that there are two readings ot the passage that i8 
\ • ~s 

being deal t vith here. 'l'liis 1a cODcemiDg verse 11,46 
fi 
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." 
(ft IDna-hu C ama.lUD sbtzr SÏli.b·). .A..l~'" i rea.d.s i t : 

"Im:la-hu C &mal. p;b!.lr s!lW" ~ whi.cb meana -He (ttq son) 

d.J.d an unrighteoua deed", whereas the other Qur' in read­

ers talce i t .. i t ia gi Yel previou.alJ. ~ ia the 

r.ading wsually adopted., on the groUD.Cla that the ProD­

OUD hu in Inna-hu ahould re~er to the c~o.e8t prececl--
ing na un , that 18, ..-ei ther to lIüO' a p~.r or ta Ifiib.· a 

son. It cannot re~er ta JI~'. 80n y because be i.e not .. 
a thiDg (C amal un p;bg;r sil 11) lDd. ~ i! need be't one 

could onl7 881' that h. 1. clhü 'ua]. Par ël i .h ., ~, 
Q.!!:..- ~ 

the pronoUD e in Ilma-hu aboulcl QIÙ.1 rtder to lüO'. 
pi:a7er.10 , \lv 

BÜi reapoDda b7 sqiDg t_t on. ca corr.ct-

17 assume tbat -lib.' 8 p~er ~or h.ia 80D ia ,not uncon­

di tional, that ia, he prqa ror hi. 8011 on17 il be l.a 

trul7 a be.+iever. .1. rep.rda God.'. adIIcmi t10n that :ia 

8ai~ verae U,46 RasI reeponcla tUt the tact that 

he is admoniabed doe8 Dot nece.8~ lDetm 'that he haB 

committed. the thi.Dg tut he is acœomahed agai.nst. 

Riz! .further emphasizes that saUar cases can be ~ound 

in the Qur' in, as tor instance God' s admonition ta 

M'Q.Qemmad against being ·ca mushrik,llwhich does not ne-

cessari1y mean that he has 'eV:tt~ become a mushr:i.lt. The 

admonition shoul.d thus be no more than a simpl.e Pr<?­

hibition, because Niig.· s av.:ow~(ll,4?) cloes not praye 

that hf! haB in f'act done what i8 rorbidden. On the 

' . . , 
.. 

'. 
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ether bail Bid OGIDcecle. tba't 'üO.'. PIWT- ooal4 1D 
, 

tact tù. plac., but tb_ 1t lI'Ut be aooo.t_ .. p~ 

zaatu.ral oOI.pa'a:1oa, 

·~or, r ..... cio .. DO~ toztai4 PZ'ltiTeZ' rctr _ ' 
... ell_. !!le ~1d.riœ 111 ..q lIDD1e 
tbrousb ~.. pzer. GDb out or Datu.l. 
COllpu'" 0i:'\JDly D .,r' 1. PYeD tbat 
rorbic18' lt: -12-

aisr, howe-nr, cID .. _t .cc.p't tG rate YU'M 11,46 (Ypp.­

hM C pal \ID épr ri' U.) to, ••. ~ GD Uae poaa4a tlaat, enD 

it 1.t 1Ibo1&1.4 .... like _ el.l.ip8ia ("rir ) 1t 1:I:ae ~ 

i. hel.d tg re~er 1;0 '.'. R, l'ta. 1;biDU tibat .... ell.1,... 
! , 

ai. i.. 3ut11'1ecl becau •• the pftOr. ot 'tille ,~'. 8iDl ..... 

ne.. are .trcmgar tha th. sra-a1:ioal t_.t tlMat _ ell­

ipai.. 1 •• 4eY1atioD o~ the oric'a.1 •
14 

On tIle C iee ot Iln'iIara 

1.'be treati.. about rblibr. Il ia ODe ot 'the lems­

est IIIld 1t "reapollCb 1:0 • great UD7 ob3ectioJLa. Soae' or 
the beat la10vn Oll.' wil.l. be rel.atec1 b. .... 

lpas Gol.ds1her haa .... t84 tbat tbere 1. 

oDl7 one àa.dith tbat present. real 4i.ttical t7 'tG Bist .15 

, RegaréUes. ot th. val1Clit7 or 1:bi~ .. ~ 11; il, ' 

hovever, iDterestiDs to di.oua. here aiDe. it ia PZ'e-
q 

'ci8~ about Ibribrm. It rea4a. r 
.. AbU Bura:Lra ~ mita '. M ••• ~F. (11!7 

. / ' peace b.~~)· .. sqiDgl Prol»heJ;_Ibra-
.a: him Cp'eace la UpOD bill) Ilever t014 a 11e 

but onl. cel two till.. for the sake of 
.A1l8h (.:tor eX8IIPle, hi. worda). '1 .. aick 
(37,89) and his wo.rd.a: 'BLlt it was th. b1g 

\ 
\ 



.. 

/'"""\ 

( . \ .... 

one lwonpt th_ whicb. bu done tbat' (21 ,63) 
aDd becauae o~ Sire. (hia vi.te). Sbe waa ve1"7 
good-looldng UI01lpt the people, ao he .. id 
to her: • Il theae vere to kDow that 70U are 
11fT vUe th~ woulcl 8Datcb 70U a~ troa .e, 
80 it th.,- &ait JOu tell tut 7C)U are rq 1{ 
.~er aDd.-in ract J'Ou are fIT auter iDf"« 
I.~ .. , and. l cI.o llOt kDow or lID7 other Mual­
ia in tlda luul. w16 

ID the C Ipat Bizi __ .... b,- rererriDs to 
, 

the alleged. lie. one 127 one. '!'he .tirst ia pertaj»ing 

to siira 21,62-63: 

-1'h87 aa1d.., 'So., art thou the lIaD who dicl 
this unto our fOds, nribia?' ae p1cl, 
'Bo; 1t waa thia great one pr th_ that 
d:Ld 1t. Question th_, il 'tb.q are abl.e 
to &peak.'· 

Risi state. t~t it ia possible to ~ that 

Ibrihim • s ansver ia a re~ereDce to what ia in tact UD-
1 

aaid (kin!.yat C an p;h!.yr 'D"dhkUr) t tut ia t .. ir he 

were saying: wHe did it vbD did it.-'Bis anawer thua 

leaves the question uDlnevered. But t ~t 18 also po •• i­

ble, accord:i.Dg to Bisi, to conaicler -kabrru=hg hidha ft 

(here t~ated. -th1a g.reat one ot thoW) to me&n 

Ibrintm himselt, -because·, ao Bqs Rizr, -man ia 

greater than ~ idol·. l ? The th1~ possiblliq ia to 

consider that the order ot the vorda co14d be cbanged, 

namely that what comes belore could be put at the 
. 

back: and vice versa. Tbus, the verse would mean as il 

IbrihIm were s~ing: "It they could iàpeak, question 

them, maybe t:Q,ey would tell you whether it was the 

greatest one ot them that did 1tn • On this assumption 

. . 

\ 

" 

\ 

.. 
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the tact whetber Ibribia told a 11. or DOt woul,4 be 

moWJl on.l.7 wh-.l there bad. been aD 8IUIWeJ:I tro. tho •• 

idols. What RisI bere illlplie. i. that Ibrihia's lie' i. 

still to be prav_. 

The seccmd problea baa ta do vith sm 37,88-89 • 

• .bd' he (Ibrilüa) cast a slance at the stara, 
~ he said, ·S~ l .. siek.·· 

RisI concedes tbat Wh.t i. aa.i.d b7 IbribIm lIq 

à. • lia ~ but he alao pointa out that th.ra 18 no avi­

danc. that Ibrahia _ IlOt, rea1l.7 aick at th. llOIl_t 

when he said sa. BisI co~. thia vith wb.at a, lII8D 

m:igbt 88:3' when he :reel.a that he ia ~t to .t'al.! U1 
1 

and at that v8Z'7 IIOlDent ha receive. aD iDvitatiOl1: he 
l ' • 
1 

,would carta:inl;y aq that h4!t i. alnady .iek. 
1 

Bizi still a.e. abothar PC?8.ibl.e 8ol.utioll, 

namely that >'in ~ 80, what IbrihIa r..l17 JIl,8DS ia 1 

that his he8.rt is sick. The rea&On that Bizi sees 1.s 

to assume that Ibrihim ia 80 sad and deprea8ed beca1iae 

of his people' s unb.e~1.e:t and opposition. 
, 

R&zi conclud.es his discussion about IbrihIm' s' 

lj.es by commenting the padith i tsel!. He says, 

"This tradition ia ~ ihid-tradition;18 thus, 
it does not inval.idat"8'aie apodictic Pl'OQf' 
(dalIl. gate I) that ve have given abova.1'J 
Basides, ~t is a1so possible to assume that 
all this bas to do vith something which ~ 
eXteriorly aeam a lie. Whereas, when Ibm­
htm said that Sh-&. was his eister, he cer­
taiIùy meant that sbe W$.S hi.s sistero in· the 
religion, or his sister in re~ationship to 
Idam or other ancestors.,,2Q 

[, 
o , 

1 ., 
;' 
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hother paaaqe o~ the Qur' in whiCh ia cU..-
eussad. b.7 Risi ia aüra 6,76: 

"When nigbt outapread over h.i..- he _v • .tu 
and said, 'Thia ia rq Lord.' But when it 
set he aaicl, '1 love DOt the aettera.·" 

The problell ia lU'Ound IbrihIa' a varda "Thi. ia rq' 

Lord". In the Arbac rn it i. aolveCl bJ ... uaine; that 

Ibribrm a.q8 80 to report vhat hia opponent. 881'; the 

verse thua lIeana: "Thel' aq, .~ ia ~ Lord ... Ibra­
him atterwarda retut •• 

settera.,,21 

'. In the ~I_t the pl'Obl_ 1. -.ore ap,ecitied, 

aB followa: what IbrihIa aq. can either be what he 

aqs during hi.a renectioD or ... reault or it; vhen 

it is tekeJ1 as, what he aqa duriDg',ref"lectioD the ~.ct 

that he 8tqS i t as .0Illethi:Dg abaolute show. tUt he 

. 
, '. . ", 

l" ( •• 4 

. fi'"" 
de.t'inite~ telliDg untruth, or he ia even an' unbeliev:" . '1' 

can say lie8; i~ he 88,7. it a!te~ re.tlection he ia 

er. 22 

In anavering thi. problem Rizi tirst ot all 

relates the solutions that have usual17 been adopted. 
, 

Firstl~, ~r states that there ~ people who th~ 

that Ibrihim says it betore his adulthood; his adu.1t- ' 

hood takes place precisel,. a:t the moment when be ex­

claims: "0 my people, sureJ.,. l am quit of that you asso­

ciate. n (6,78)23 Secandly, there are also peopJ.e who 

hoJ.d that this saying of Ibràb.im. can be taken as some-

C' 

.. ' 
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ao 
\ thiDg which he ~. men he ia alreadJ lm adul t peJ."llOn. 

" 
On this •• sumption it caD &180 be suae.teel that he 

-t 
'-A 

sq8 so duriDc qiJI ren.ctton bUt o~, _ aomethiDg 

which he is .. auming but which he art~~ rerute •• 24 

Bo'(ever, it i8 al.ao P9ssible to a&8WDe that Ibribt. ~a 

even alter refiectioD aDC1 wbile beiDs totally CODvl.nCed. 

ot tbe exiatence ot the Oreator, and. the phrase tut 
, . . . 

he &a38 wou1d onl.7 .ean Ibrilüa' 8 report ot hi,e oppo-
• Denta' opinion, or .. ao.etbiJaS he ia inv •• tiptiDg., 

or aga~ as if he 1s 'fIakj~g a riaum6 (1.~ .... i.t he 
-------..., 

were aqiDg. fI7 a~, 'This ia wq Lord" or the like-). 25 
• 

ording to aür the .oat vlJ.id wq to prove 

that Ibr8h 18 truth:tul. 18 to uaume that what he saya 
i 

i8 .&id by (iCtib&r), or a. an argu-

, mentat1!n' (istid1il> but_ not .a an a1't1rmat1on (ikhbir). 

~ argument 1s, according to Risi, 8UppOrted. b7 the 

.tact that God cioe. not blame nrihIm on thia account, 

but, quite on the contrar.r, He speaka iD p~se ot hill 

and exalta him, 26 and a1so by the passage i taeJ..! iD 

which it 1s s&id that God shows al1 th1a to IbrihIm 

so that he may have a sure f'aith.2? 

That ~rihim i8 really iDllIlUl1e trom errer and . . ... 
sin i.s emphasized by Rizi in connect:i.on vi th st:i.ll 811-

1 
other passage .:f'rom the Qur' in.. This :instance 1s when -

it is said that 

, . 
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"You have bad. a 800d eD.IIp~. iD IbrihIa, 
uul tho.e vith hiIl, WJUIIl th.,. &&icl to their 
people, 'Ve are quit 'ot TOu _cl t;hat ,-ou 
.erve, apart .troa God. Ve diabelieve iD 10u, 
IIDd between ua amd. you 8DIIli t7 bas shown 
it.elt, and. hatrecl .tor ever, untU 10U 
b~ieve iD God .llone.' Except that IbrëbIm 
.&id un~o hi • .tather, 'Certainl7 l âba1l 
aak P~D tor thee; but ~ have DO power 
to do aught tor thee againat God. '''(60,4) 

The last part ot thia verse, bovever, still oreat.. • 

problem. This i8 becau.e IbrihÏll'. aak1ng p&1'CloD tor 
" , 

, hi. rather ia ap1D-t the Qur' iD.i9 probib~tion o.t aak-

ing p~n :Cor the idolat;erll. 28 Riz! 8D8We.ra b7 atat'iD8 

t11at the eertain-q that God pUDishea the idolatera ia 

known OJ:Ù1 through revelation; t~ua it 1. po •• ib~e tbat 

Ib~ doe. Dot rind tbis prohibiti.on iD ~. Sbar' 1 

thi8 make. i t underatandable tut, he aska p&l.'doll to~ 
, 1 

bis rather. 29 RÜi ~ao eçba8is~. ~t the above ~'-
{ anic verae ahould. be reacl togetber wi:th .üra 9,ll4 iD. 

op 

" 
w11ich i t ia said. that Ibrilüm prq8 .tor hi. tather oDly 

when he still hopes that hi. t.ther will beeellla • be­

li.ever. And. aa a conclud; ng remart, Rist 'asaerts that 

the' clause or the prohibition or Baking pardon tor the 
e 

idolaters on17 applies ta the Propbet MuQammacl and not 
---~ . 

ta Ibrihim.30 

" 

... 
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On the C 1.. or lÜur 

In RizI' s treati.. about rüaut v. have a 

good example ot how he usea intra-Qur' WC evidellce 

to solve a problea that at tirat a1gbt se ... to contra­

ctiet llis upholcliDg o~ the pl'Ophet' s aiDlesaness. Th. 

lars.at part ot the treati.ae revol va. &rOund the ator.r 

a~ YÜSUf in F.gypt, and ~ particular sü.ra 12,23-24: 
" ·Iov th. WOJlall in whoae houae h. vas solicit-

ed. him, and eloaad the doora on th... 'Co •• ,' 
ahe aaid, 'teke ... :' 'God be my refUge,' h. 
s&id. 'Surely 'IllY lord bu gi ven Ille -a 80041,. 
10dgiDg. Surely the evilcloers do not prosp.r.' 
Bor sbe deaired him; and he vould bave tùen 
her, but that he sav the proo! o~ his Lord. 
So waa it, that We migbt tum aWIq frolll him 
evi.! and abomination; h. vas one o~ Qur 
devoted servant •• • 

. , 

Riz! . states that this i8 ona o! the Qur' WC 
" 

episodes that th. U. shwiT.,ya colUlider &8 a prao! against 
, 1 

the prophet's sinlesanes •• 31 RiSI's ~~r is ~artic-
ul.arly based on the episode i tsel! f'rolD vhich evidence 

ia sought for Yiiaut' a gui]. tl.saness. The evideneJ that 

shows Yüsut' s guil tl eseness, according to Risi, i8 to 
" 

be found in ~he rimesses of the persons that are in-

vol ved in this affair, who, together point to Yüsuf' s 
, 

innocence. This evidence is found in the witness of' 

the husband o~ Zulaykha (12,28-29), o~ the judge 

(1.2,26), of an Egyptien woman (12,31), of the king 
1 

(1.2,54-), Ytlsut" , S own (12,26,33,52), of the proeurator .. 

(1.2,32,51) and God's own testimony. The latter is to 
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be :tound in the verae in which i t i8 sud tha"; YÜS1d 

has been saved. :troll evil and abomination and that he 

is one 6:t God' s npuri.tied servants" (al-arukh1w) , 

namel,. in aiira 12,24. Rbi assumes that the .latter . 
verse also containa Iblrs' s implici t vi tness , DUlel.,. 

that he is unable to pervert IÜS1d becawse he is one 

o.t the amkh1aaiin, as the Qur'in al80 ~s: 
"-

"Said he, ··Row, b;7' ~ 61017, l sbal1 par-
vert th. al:l. together, uceptiDg th08e ~ 
servçts _ons th. that are the%DUritied. 
on es '(,*-.ukhlaaID).'''(38,82-a3)~Z 
~ 1 ~~ 

Bowever, _ thi. Qur'.iDic passase about y~ 

still presents sOlle d:l1'ficuJ.ty in that 1t sq.: 

nva laqaa ~at bi-hi va bemma bi-h& 
_ ,lawli an ra' ~ burbin rabbi-hi". (12,24) 

The problem is about the ID.-n; Dg ot the. word. ba-. 
3 

whi~ has 'persona .. objects here (bi-bi and bi-hi). 

Four possible m_ning. are given by RÜf; ttiey are, 

ndeterminat10n" or "resolution" (al_casm), ~the occur­

rence o:t a tho~t in one's mind" ( khutjr a1-shav bi 

l-bÏl), "the eloseness ot something to being done" 

(bi mac na.1.-mugiraba), and "passion" or ·natural pro-
1 

pen8ityn (al.-shahwa wa may1 al-tiba'). Riz~ himselt 

opiS :tor the :tirst meanins,33 this has the :tol~owing 

~ consequences. 

'", If' the word he,m, i8 takexf to IDean'" ~eterad-
nation" or nresolutionn the verse above shouJ.d not be 

understood literelly, because the word hamma here 

, ' 

" 

) 

f 
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~efns persons as objecta (dhit), D8IIlel.,. "him" (in 

h,romat bi-hi) and "her" (in hamma bi~, whieh cannot 

become the objects o~ Bresolution- (!.!!!!), because it ~ 
cannot have persona as object .• But il one assumes that 

the object Dl hamma ahould be-.• tb,ing 'lDd not a person, 

there is no p~1cular indication :tor 1 t, except th,,:t 

it IDIQ' provide a proo;t tor Yiisut's tUmocence. On this 

assumption Rizi slqs that, as it 1s attesteel b1' the 

Qur' in and Ijmic , the object o~ ~er "reaolut10n" in 

hammat bi-hi cannot but .be an "evil tbj·ng; the Qur'inic 
, 

evidence 1s what '18 sud in aüra 12~ 23~30,32,5lt while 

the evidence :trom the IjmaC i8 that the comment.tors 

are agread on ~ that what the woman 18 determined 

. to do is evil. Wi th regards to Yüsut, R&zr points out 

that the vi tneaa ot the persons who are invol"ed in 

this, ~tair hu shown that Yiiau.t'. -resolution- (in 
, . 

h8JDlll8 bi-hi) cannot be an evil action. Rizr thus con­

cludes that, becauae the verae does DOt e:z;p11citly 

slq what Yüsut's resolution is, ~here 1a no inconven-
, 

iel1ce to assume that it be nthe resolution to drive 

her aW81" ( dafC u-hu i:y:ri-ha C an na!'s1-hi). 34 

<, 

The lut pro bl em which we shaJ l deal wi th here " 

is wbether ~Üsu.t deaerv,s praise. The reasoning 1a as 
,. - \ ---~y-~ ...... 
followa: because YUsut sees a proo~ troP! God, he 1s 

con.tronted vith an nirresistible protection" (a1-Uja'), 

.so ~1 so that it is to be argued. whether he has any 
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me.rit tor pral: \ 
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, -
his answer on held. by the 

fo],u è; tazila tllat signs , 

never consti:tut a constraint. As. evident: 

-assumption Rizi ,saya that, it i.s based on süra -~1ll 
\ 

" whi~' says, 

• 

"ThO~ Ve had sent down the angels to, them, 
and the dead had. apokan witb them, had We 
IllU8tered againat them ever.r thing, face to 
:Cace, :ret they vould not bave been the 
~Des to believe, unl.es8 God vllled. Il , 

-....' ' . RaZl. applïes this argument-to---solve the ·problem here 

.by saying that the ·.ract tut Yüa~ sav' a ~root ~ro. 

GOd does not in, itselt constitute a • constrailit· on 

nim. 35 What is 0 uÇlied. in 'thia is that y\isur is not, less 

exempted from tak1i:e, aven when he ha8 sean a praot :trom 

God, and vh~ther l1e deserves praise would depend" enti~-

1y on hi'à attitude tovards it. 

On the cie ot Hw 

The passage vhich will be deal t vith here is 

the one which speaks about the lIlUl'd.er ot the Egyptianl 

"And he entered the city, at a t~e when its 
people were unheed.i..ng, and .round there two 
men fighting; the one vas of bis own party, 
and the other was of his enemies. Then the 
one that was of his party cried to him to 
aid him against the other that vas of his 
enemies; so Müsi struck him, and despatched 
him, and aaid, 'This 1s of Satan' S doi.ng; 
he is surely 'an enemy misJ.eadjng, manifest.' 
He said, 'My Lord; I have wronged myeel.!. 
Forgive me!'~(28tl5-16) 

l, 

-. .' 
\ . 

" , 

," 
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, The pl'Oblem that ;these verses give .rise tO"is 

stated as tollows: the Egyptian whom Hüsa kills either 
1 

de serves to be killed or does not; i~ ha does, why does 

Müsi say, ·~is ia o~ Satan's doing·? and, -1 have vronged 

IVsel!'"?; if he does not desene tp be killed.', Müsi' s 

deed 18 obviollsly' a major sin: ' 
1 '1f:I 

Ràz:t' bagins b)' con drering three p08sibll~t1es: ... 
that the. FQpti~ deserves to be killecl because ot 'his 

~belie.1:,t o~ that Miiai kills him b1 error, or that he 
, . 

on1)' intends ~~, save the li.te o~~ the man or his own 
, 
J ,. 

party and that ;the kill1ng ot . the Egypti&J;l i tsel.t' bas D~t . 
been intended. He rurther s~s thQt theaè int@r,Qratation, 

, are held acceptable to those "Ho admit that the prophet 

'mey coJllll!it minor sins;- to them the asld l'g of p8Z'CloJ1 and CI ,-. . 

repentance are obligator.y for major a8 vell a8 tor minor 

si.ns.
36 " 

RizI subsequantly givas two inte~re~ationa 

which he says 'a,re he1d 1,)' thole !"ho do ,Dot admi~ that 
the p'rophet may ~ t minor ·sina. Be ~sel~ a parent­

ly subscribas to the ·latter ~pinion. The ti~8t . 
U,i. ty 1s to assume that God recommanda ta \Müsë 0 

~ 

~ .' postpone the ldlling o~ thoae unbe1ievers and to le.va 
- , 

the ~ec;i.sion ot' thel.r l1~e and death to God' 8 o~pot-

eIlee; so that whenr he actua1ly ld.1ls the FQptiu, 

this deed' ia no ~ore than the abandoning oi a. thing .. . 
thatis recommended '(tark al-mapdÛb). On thi~-:a!l~e8S-

.. 

" 
11 

• 
" ' 

... 
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ment bis vorda -This 18 ot Satan'. doing- aholÙd IIlUl 
.. 

"My undertakj ng 91 abaDdoniDg wbat 18 reco_eDd.ec1 ia 

ot Satan's doiDg- .37 'rh. second ,pbaaibilit7 1. ta &S8-

ÙlDe tbat the senteDC& -rus 18 o~ Satan f. cloiDS- can 

also meen the deed ot the man that ia kil.lec1 1a ot 

Satan 's doiDg. R&zf explaina th1a b7 aqiDg that be­

cause the FgJptian 1s an en~ ot God. on aeeoUDt ot 

his unbe1ie.t', he de.erve. to be kil.l.ecl. This inter­

pretation i.8 baaecl VIl the aaauaption that the pronolUl 

hi~.- (nThiS-, in -This ia o~ Satan'. doi.Dg") retel'8 

Dot to a thiDg but to • peraoD. 38 

To lUIderatand ".erae 28,16 (.~ Lord, :I have 
# -

vronged myaelt. l'ol'giye .e:-) Bili sugeR. tbat it 

ean be coaapared. vith rdaa'a worda -Lord, ve hay. 

vronged ourselve., and it Thou cloat DOt ~orgiy. 118, 

and have lIercy upon ua, we .bell au.rel1 be UIOIIB the 

l~st· (?,23). Ue then Bq. tbat one O.t the tvo ~ollov­

ing iDterpretatiou CUl be adOpted.. !'he firat :la to . . - -understand thi.- verse as an ezpreuj.OD o~ Itiiai·. 
se1t_pp1ication to God . (ipai.g, Ai m~) ml • 

, recognition ot his tUlu:re to aCC08JÙ i ah Goel'. rilbt 

(iCti.rif bi l-ta.rr CUl al:Qi.zÏa bi egÜsi-hi), 81-
i 

thougb. it doe8 DO~ iap17 azq siD 011 Ilia part. SecoDd.-

11, the yerse can be tu_.. 1t 18 but 0Dl7 in the 

senae that vi th tut deed Miiaë bU lIiaIecl th. r--.r4 

that :La iDberent iD the pertoDlaDC8 o.t • reco..adecl 
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deed. (min baythu harrpa p. 's.-bu al-thaYl.O C al. M. cl 

al. -mandüb) .39 

OD the C 

) 

_ In RÜÏ's discussion about Davüd., there are 

two probl.- that he deala vith; one o~ th_ occupieÎ 

the largest part o~ the treati... This p1"Obl._ bas to 

do vith the ato1'1 o~ the ~ brothera in diapute who 

aak DiwUd. to arbitrate betveen th •• ~I i.a narrated -...... 
in süra 38,21. ~t. St1"lDg~7 11'lOU8h. R&sI do .. DOt aven 

state th. probl. that i. rcomutctecl w:i.th thia ato1"71 

but, troa the reaponae tbat i. ~ed.iatel7 siva in the 

beginning ot the cli.acuaaiOll it becca .. clear tbat ~e 

probl. ia the inte1'Pretation o~ tbia Ro17 tdll.ch 80IIe 

, - co_entatora o~ter, naael7 8.l.'QUDCl the evat. that sur­

round. :o&vüd.'. .arriqe vith tJri.a·. vi.1'e.40 Bid hi -.elt' . 
rel1iDg 0Dl1 on What 18 .. i4' iD th1a pu.age (38,21 tt.) 

.. serts that the PNI..,e it.llr di8proTU U1at Diwii4 

b.aa con-ittecl • ~or lin ion OMer tbat h, can u.r.r.r 
Uria 'a witt. 41 

Jir8t of a1l., Bisi u...... -,'" th. Ro17' 

which ia told, ~ ... co elitators to G»la:i.D w.. 
pealIIe .. -1WIfOrtb;r ot • p~ •• !Ilia 18 tIle RorJ . 
tdû.ch lIQ8 tba1: lJiwü4, bai,.. iD 10Y1 1d.'tIl trz.J.a1. td.te, 

kill. b:1II in orele 1;bat la. ou. -=7 td.a w:I1 •• 42 .. f) 

, 

Il 
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The second. reason vhich Rist adduces to re­

f'ute the allegation ot murder to Jlëvüd ia that it ia 

a sin greater than his ma.rr.7'iDS Uria.' a vire. Re atates 

that it ia inconceivable that Goa olLit thia m, whicb 

is grea~er, and be contented vith lIentioning • 1 •• ·• 

grave sin in hia account or DivUd..43 

The third re~oD ot hia refUul to acc.pt 

the alleged. lIlurder ot Oria 18 that rro. the beginniDg 

to its end, the SÜra is aD. attacJt apinst tho •• who 

d~ Pi"Oph.cy. That is th. reaacm wQ' t acco1"CliDs to 

RAsi, ta det ... on. of the sreate.-t pmphet. with aD 

abo-;D.b1. siD ta" incoapatibl. vith .the purpo •• or 
the süra itsel..t.44 

Tc coçlete hi. arsua-t. Bisr acld.uc •• a .... 

riea ot Qur'iDic Ver8 .. , 1dlich .... 1IP &1'01104 th. iclea 

o~ th. l.ud.to~ diacoume vith wIlicb Gocl 4eacr1b .. 

Diwiid.45. The firat charac1:e~:i.c tbat,. ia aai4 about 

Dawiid. ia tbat he 1.8 ••• ot 81stat· (dIlÜ 1-l!4). '!hi. 

ia Aid iD 'Y'1"8' 38,t~7. a, ..... tbat zat llbicll 

co.-onl7 a ... ~power· or -Jdab."'·t iD 1:1aia y ... 

ahould a-.n th. ·power in ~ ~.taiN - (&1-g_, 

ft l-dÜL), becaue h. CODai4uw tUt P,9VU' i.D -.orl.dl7 ,. 

&t'.taira CaD be PO"-_ 1»7 uùeli..-er kiDClft vbo. 

·ho_ever do DOt; thereb7 4-.ne pftiM.46 aisi tu-

ther ap,eciti .. tbat: -power 1». Nli_ .. atrau.· 
...... px..c1ael.7 tbat; tIl. _ wbo po" •• " J.t: bu •• 

. . 
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resolute mind to per~o~ w.bat ia.prescribed and to 

abandon what i8 forbidden. Diwüel... 1a ~her described 

as one o~ "the mastera ot resolut1on/ (Ülù 1_c aim). ' 
, , 

This 1à said in süra 46,35. In this verde 1 t 1s alao 
, 

sud that Mu;.ammad 1s ordered to imitate th_. From thia .~ . 
Bizf concJ.udea that "to have f1rm' r8so1ut1on" 1s one 

of the higheat virtuea. 47 As a conse~~ce, ~I af-, 
firms that there 18 no sense in attributiq aueb a char-

acteristi.c ta an ind.i vidual if h. doea Dot have ~ugb. 

mast8l.7 over himael.t .0 .. DOt to SUCCUllb into dia­

grace.tul deeda <NF) llDd. lIU1'd.er.48 
t 

ADother cbaracteri.atic viii cil ia attributed ,-
, 

to Diwücl i." a. (38,17). ~ .-ph •• i ... t:hat ~. 0 

fona ot adJectiTe bu • "reiteratin- a-iDS. In thi8 

sena., it 18 iIIpowbl. tbat ~dt 'vbG 18 ,,~tJ.7 J, 

tu.m.iDg hi. lIiDd to God" <ewù), be at th. _. tiII • 

... iduoull in P~1W1J11 pan aiDa. 49 
\ 

JI1'OII th. -nraia tb*t precede th. Ro17 o~ th. 

two l1tipnt brO'theN Bid al.ao pzow1.4M ... 1Urt:her 

Scr1.pturel. ~ •• !Il._ are, .1:1le at::z.w.act:ll_t1ns ot 

Diwü4'. ~. (38,20) ad. -t:ll_ cLft o~ vi __ ad. 

cleciaiv. apHOll· (38,20). He ...... 'tbat " ••• t..-.u8-· 
tb_1 'D1 o~ DiWicl'. 1r1D1" •• 8boal.4 OOIIPzü. 1:b.e cH&s

1D 

o.t 'th. -lIIOrlQT' .. well .. 1:Ile .~ aft'et •• 
. . 

!bi.a u8lJllPtiOD. 18 buecl ... tIa. 14ia ... tbe we1~ 
, .. 

- . 

, . 

. . 
, -' 
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characteristic of' unbeliever kings, whereas "the gif't 
.", fi> ~ " _ 

ot wisdom"" for Rizi, underlines aiso t~e religioua as-

pect of the welfare tha~ i8 g~ven ta Diwüd, namely the 

'one that i8 based on ~ perfect kn~wledge of what is to 

be ~own ~,Dd to' be done according ta God ~ s will. Thus t 
-----

~zI concludes that this gi:tt is absolutely incompat-

ible with ",.,hat even the IIOSt evil-spirited devil 

would detest, namely the luat :tor ~age.·5O - ... -'" . Razl. alSCN elaborates more proots for DiiWÜd' a ' 
.. . 

siDlesane8s from the verses that follow the'epi.ode 

o:! the no li tigaDt brothera. !he r.irat &1'gWDeDt ia 

teken fro .. - süra 38,26 in whicb it 18 aaid tut Diwiic:l 

18 appointed God'. vi~~eNllt (lIjtl.Ïh) on earth. To' 
1 

'talte thie vera. ta proTe that Diwü4 ia bovever DOt 

_ j mmme to major aina .. , to~ a.t_ce the allesect. .ur­

der of t7ria, ia accomiDg ta Rist UIlt ... bl.e. JI. ex­

plaiDa it b7 compa:riDs it to ao ... vbo ta appoiAted. 

God '. viceseret .. t the __ .t 

hia uae, he COMi 'ta • -.;jor 8ia. 

, 2 

!Il. two r .&iD'D, Scr.LpftNl pzoo:~. ue tek_ 

lro. airu 38,46-47 ad 38,25. !Ile firIft beap..a the, 

s:J.tt ot'pure quali't7 to GOel' ......... *16 -Icef 

th. -the cho_ •• 1:he .-.llct-. '!Ile a:1a1:eace ot 
" . 

.. ' 

~ quali't7 in the .-..... t Iid _ere:a, pftCl1ldee .. 
~_ 11-. -OC! 1~ d1..,.o~ de .... !.U aeoODd .... 

J.'ela1:_ 1;ba1; DIJiiI. !aM .. "P1ào. aeu- ... 8048 • ~ 

" 

.1' 
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argues that th1s characteristic caDDO' aiat tosethe:r 

r 'vith disordinate passion (Ci_) an~' th. surit of 

~lU'der, 'lDd cOnclud.e. that th. ,s8W8Ption .tut Diwid. 

~l~ 1t~~ in ,order to aarr.r the l~tter·. vite :l.~ ua- 0 

tound~.52· 
'l'o clos., th1. .ection i't, 1. worthwb1le 1:0 
. , 

actioD Rist·. r ••• rk GD. -tll. :report :i.t.e1.~. B • ...,ha-
, 

81se. 1ïhat the atO%7 ~t i. u.a8117 ._~ed. 'b7 the 

oo_~t.tora 'i~ aD -iJ1i!-tracl1toD, '.4 a •• tbat .. - \,. 

tIl;a- kiDcl o~ report: ~ OOIlYQ' •• ·o,1n 1oa- ( • .,>, 
,.id. ~ be ·ued. oDl:7" an .... î to eatabl.:l.ab 

/' the autb_ticiQ o~-.. ·pra~ce- (11_· Ma11.Yrit>. B. 
/ ' .-

/ _ -_clade. 1:Iùat mcb. a nport abOul4 DOt be tait. in_ ". , 

acooUDt Ure. bacallH 1:he whol.. puaes' about Diwi4 

i. DOt ooaoera.iug a .. t:ter o~ .pbctiC'-. 53 
. , 

AU. the &rSUaeDta a.à:t1.cmecl abo'ftl .. auft1-
, '\J 

c1_t ~:r Bisi' to ~ect the allepd.crA o~ .. '. 

dB o~ 8Il1'd.er1D8 trrJ.a, aa4 the na81n1DI pa»bl_ 'to 

cl.arJ.1)' 18 lliVÜd'. 8*,DI.for pardDD (38.24). Bd.a 

p,."bl._ 1. 1:z.att4 UlUler ho po.a1bU1.t1 ... J1~, 

-'10' oOludd.er.1.D8 1;baf; ttae ,~DS ot pddGll IIIQ" 'e t'or 

ttae ~.ri.t o~ otben .. vell .. tor œ...:1~, Bi.r 

iDtezp:ret. if; in 1: ... o~ Diw4'. aa'd'DI pudoa t'or 

/------"\ Ua. 1:WO brothera tèo haye ooae tG biII.54- !!bi., he ..,.., ,( 
,-- ': \ --;- _ n.l8 1a OODI1.t-C7 vith th. -.r4a of th. Quo' iD 1;t;ae1I. o~ 

1 1 
~ ~ ~ab th •••• dnl cu. be 1"Md' 17 t01m4, tben 'be1ac » 

\ 
1 

(
-- ..... 
:~ 

J' , . 

" 

• 

.. 

, ~ . , 
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need. to reaort to aeta»h0r!:cal iD_retat:Loa.'5 Da the 

other hand, i.t th. aakiDg P~1l ia t~ bé 1IDd.entoocl ~ 

Diwud 1 s askiDg pâl."don tor himaelt',· ~ 0Dl.7 adai t.· . 
~ . 

that it 18 probab17 becaWie Diwu.d. bu nap~ctecl tut 

the two comera would kill bill, which tuma out, to b • 
. ' . 

lIrong. Risi. conclud. •• tut at 8D7 _te th, ,Qg:r'iD. 

itae1f 8t. thia point do .. DOt .tate eq 't~.1ou 

(&&11.t) OD Diwud.'. part. 56 

.d 
, 

'!bU •• ction ot -.rI. eZept:l.cal tr.t1ae 
" 

U viaib1.7 the one that deial. vith 'tb. IIOst JmIIerou 

. p1"Obl .... tic., which iD. th. C let are cl. ... i.tied. UDde 
17 he.ding. and. iDto.16 headillgs iD the co~ 

treatiae iD the J.rbac·ÏD. We ahall here pre.ent 80 •• .­

ot' th_ tut are particularÏJ' aitpdficant ot' RiaIt. 

baaie id... tor hia uphold.iDs ot' the proph.t t 8 aiq.-

,1 ...... . 

1'he .tiret Qur' wc v.re. that Bis! 1'D8Iltipna . 
as· beiD8 a 11"OUDd. tor th. ob~.ct:iOD api Dst th. idee 

ot' th. Pl"Opb.tt 8 .iDle •• e.a 18 93.7 (-D1d B. DOt t'1D4 

th •• erriDg, and. guide th .. ?-). 'l'h.e pl'Obl_ b.aa to do 
, 

.ore apec:ificaJ 1;J' vith the ua. ot' th. ward 4iU an t 

becawa. i t illpUe. the po_ibUi't7 ot ... 1nS -to eft 

hoa th. risht path- 1n the ~1.s:1OU • .ue. 

.. 

1 
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In the .&pte H,57 Biaf ____ tbia p~bl_ 

VeJ!1 br.lefi7 b7 coDbont1Ds .an. 9',7, vith aüa 53,2 .:\ . ~ 
(-tour COIU'8d.e 18 DOt .. tZ1Q', neither erra-) t in vbicb 

. ~ the WON d·U_ 18 al.ao u~. S. pobta out til!G 1a ~e 
\, firat ai:rà diJ 1- ..... -tG be lID8UOC_.NL iD worldq 
~ , 
artaira- t whereu. in the aecoDd. .ira it ~ ~ --.n 

-to go ~ in th. rel1clowa ..... 

In tbe,_cI.",58 Riar ~7 ...... 1:ba~ 
th.·'wozd.64Ïll*"- ua_ iD ... 93,7 .. DOt _ .t;o, 

" . 
. . , _bft.c. _ ~ beliefll, 8D4 apl.im. 1:bat -1:0 10 

1 -

. attItq baI-, wbicb 18 th •• MDi na ot d'11., ,8boul.d. Mft 

-. p:npoaitioul. objec1; ~cb, hov .... , 1. DOt amt1oDe4 

.xplici.t17 in th. yera •• !.'bia a1.lon' B8si to 1lUlBea't 

... poaal::ble .Mr!inp, mm thoup th~ do DOt ~ --
«Çlicit connection vith the verae 1t.e11'. ftrat ot 

all., rel7iD6 on süra 42,52 (-Thou meweat DOt wlIat th. 

Book wu t I1Cr beli~) t Bizi lI\18Beat. that the von 
aNl'" in süra 93,7 IIUQ' be UDderatood to aean -tg 4e­

riate troll the p.th ot prophetbood.- (@laD CM 11-

œbu.wWa). The three other po •• ible inttl1'Pretat1ona 

are -&rOwing .ver .ore UD8UCc_1ûl in 4NIl.'DiDs li'nli-
~ ~'~ 

b.OOc1- (4.11 an Cap al __ c "b, D ;mg tl.=iyb), -to 

be 10R in th. cl .. ~ h cb1lclhood- <MU an 4: .... 

M=lfbiv .ti bt.c 4 al=MIiri') ad -1:0 be iDb'iraged. e 

upoD hia ripta b7 the peopl.- ('Ml il. aD C 9$ " 

MW 1; u C r1& W9I-e).59 ~ ... - thu to 

.. 
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augeR tut .....4JI. p~... -error O~ belie.t" . i. precl.ud.ecl, 

~. ob~ectiOJl bue4 OD. tb.ia aiira .,.:1»\ th~ upholdJ.Dc· , ' ,. , 

o~ - the "p.rophet·. ainl ... _ baa bee auftici_t17 

don, a~ vith. 

& • ,Ve DOV t\U:.'D to the aecoDd probl_tic. !Ia1a 

, ia the ·d:i.acuuiOD abo"t y.e 22,S~: 
/ '., . 

-Va .. anal-ai ilia ,pbli-a. lIiD. 1"Nil 
_ li DÛt 1lli idbi te ... _ alqi al. , 
~_tI 1IIIDiDat1-1ai.ta-PDM1r!m , ' 
AlliJa ,,~qi àl-a..n- tin' l ~ .. ~ 
Al11b ~t1~ .. UlIh' Calla "ekIIIi: 

" 'l!be .tirat .probl_ that thia yeae st ... r,lfè 1:0 u tbat 

li: ........ t .... ooal4 lDdII_ ia1;o -tlae ..,.. .... 

a1Dd. ~ t:ba1: 1... izato 00ILf'aaiôa1 _ft ap_ 

citicel'7 tIa~ pzobl_ 1:ba1: 18 1:0 be 8Ol .... 18 tlIat • 

U tbat vere tzwa, DO~;lDS of .... 1: .. PropIt._ OOD.-

• yqa coulcl ever be truated.. the .~ probl_ )le-

.~JJ . .or. .çec:.lftca1l7 tG the x.port 1;hat 1a ~ 

\.. -the 9"'rÏPrq~fair'. 61. !he n»ort bu' 11: .. 1: 
.... . 

the Propbet wu 1IJI8U18b~ b7 the opJOai1:1oa or 'tH 
o • 

lIeJrJœn people ep1DR Ilia »1"eIoh181. _ __ eo ... 
, 

be cteaire4 'Chat Gocl • .ad • renlat10D wb1.ab COàlcl ' 
\ '-... 

--' . 
w:td._tel7 conrlDce th_ to ..,race Ial". Wh. ODe 

_ he _ att_dinc a aitt1ns vith a great ~ QI&œ-

'apbit .. or Iteklr:a _t Il ...... 1 .... ~*,1. Ile Nt: 

out to rec1.te 1t. lIDd VIl_ he ar.rJ.Ted. at ...... aD 

(-save 70U CODaic:lerecl .l,l-iLit ad. .ll_c uSai ad. .... 1: 
. 

tbe third.. the o'ther?-) Bata iIurtW.~ iAto bU 

-. 
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lDOuth th. vorU -11 ] 1re '1"""';,,, !;1_c w.i "p;- "1. 
" , 

MAt;e att::hwm' 1.-t;urtL1i- (·th~~. ai. ~. ftIIIUI . 

8xal tecl; vho~. iI1tU'C.~8iOD i~ to b. bop_ 'to'r-). 62 
.. . \) ~ ~. . ... .. 

On heariq thill th. ~t •• vere bigb17 el.ted., . ' . 
becauae th..,- tJ:lousb.t tlult tb. ~et ... praia'DI 

,tIleir 41ri.Diti... In ~ ..... dBI> J11a'U ... to Ilia , . .. 
'ad. atIIoD:i..ahecl bill tor ba:ri.as ~ted __ t ~. had DOt . .' 
tran-itted.. ad. th.·Pzupbet; b_._ YC7 4epnuecl, 

but th_ Gocl ac1: cIowD tU .... ~ (22,52).&3 
, -

Risi ...... th. ft.r8't pzobl. lrT ~ 
:t;hat it 18 iDCODCe1Yabl. tba1; . th. 'Propb.t ob ... eJl7t-. 
tlli". of 1:11.. _._ "'tbat t. ~_ 1to Ida. !ct p.ft . 

" ~ . 
1t BIsr ftlj.jMI GD ... qa.r·~c ..... , 'tbtIf .., . 

... Ile ilrnlrt'L _1DIIt;' ua 8qr ~, V •. 
, wa14 lIaft •• '1 Htl Ida bJ' •. rJ.&Ia'è ....... , . 

.... V. wul.4 8UN1.7 baYe Gat tiia lU­

... aD4 .n OU or 1ft ooa14 1Mrn tld.a4-
-' Ida- (64),'''. >46), . ~ . . a.. 'I-c ù DOt for .. 1;0 alter ~~ or IV' 
CMI aooozd. l ~llqw ..... , _. wIIa'V 
18 ..-l.ecl to _~,. (10,15), . > 

-lad.et thtIF ~ __ tG •• ho'I,. tUe 
.rz- 1tIa'C ". ~ed to ."t 1:bat tIbo\l 
m.pt;.n :torse .. 1 "et U. 1IIIO'tbezt, .... 
th. tIae wu14 ~ baYe tU ... tbM 
... rr.a. .. ; ad. hIId. Il. DOt CODftZU4 
tIuIe, aa:rel7 thoQ wert DeU' ta i'Deliai .. 
1Il11;o th. • Ya17 l1:t;tl.- (17 t ~) , 

a .. ~ tUt v • ..,. ~ __ ~ 
.... (25,32) aDIl, 

.".. *"" ... tbM ~t ••• to:&wR.rt 
..". -.t; Gad. willa-. (m.61 · 

'" . 

" 

. \ 

l , .. a 
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, The hell1"t o~ ~b. ,aeCOJal p~bl:_ ia, -'ccozd-

~ t~ ~r, 64 th. • •• Id DS ·tbat ia 'tG b. adopC_ ~or 
. " . 

. the WOM "'R?m iD Y.ra.!~,~2. Ir. 1AIIS •• ta .t it 

baS tvo aean1:np, -.el7 1I4ea1re· (se."r ~-eD) 

~ e;-ecitâtiOl1. -, .• 65 Riar ta a~ ~~ 
. ~ , \ . 
mazq -=-mtatora lido :th. ~ •• 81ains but h.· be-

" " . 
lin_ it to be .-'k, beoan .. j.t do_ DOt; t" 8U1ti-~ 

l '4') • . " . 
cient acCOÜDt ot the! tact ~t th. "lm tIboal4 be;­

_co •• ~- taptatiob .r~r tA. tabel.i ..... ~ ... i.t il _id 
.. l ').. 1 ~ LI. 

~ verae 22~53; ~ b~ièYea tbat,~. Propb.~ ~ 
•• l! 8boul4 b. • that 1t .... ao -.nt.66 WbR, 

RisI •• _ to ..... 'bere 18 tut tb1.a. ·t.-ptatioJl·· 
, -

cannot tat. place' 

, ,.:Lem •• !baNlon, ~or ~-t tbe ";apr.l.ate .... 'n. 
..~' , ... - >. 

o~' "iJ)'a Iutre 18 tb. ~ __ ,'. 1 ftOi:l:a1:ioa. 
~ . 

Ba •• OB 1;11. ~ 1:IIat m1V! a.a a-

. 17 .... eacit:atiaD- heN.' Iid'-'" _11* __ 
- 'JO.. • ... 

pr.tatiQDf 01 the ...... 1:IIat ue at ~ td._ 
hi.a ~ of 'th. pmplaet'. 8iDl ___ • ftNt ot a1l, 

1t 1a belJ. .... 1;ba1; ,ML ....... ~ JIO~ .... ..u 
1*. lIba .. _ti-1as tbe • ••• Ü· t lMt ... ua- . 

Del.in'en pn.at 1:Iaeft \1IIM MU ..... bMZ' 1t lIDd. 

• 

\ 

\, 

li. (l 

" 
~ .. 
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cause it ia bUecl on the u8UlllPtion ·that the Prophet 

had. ~~:a.l17 p1"ODOUDced the phn.ae, which ia wrong. 

Dlia intel'pretat1on ia al.so W%'Ong, according to Rist t 

bec;a.u.e, vere it true, the origin or the &lDbigui~ 

and. coD1UaioD would not bave been attributed. to Sa­

tan,.'interrerence.6? 

The aecond inte1'pretation tut Rist a,ntiona 
J , 

".. beiDs UDacceptabl.e ia wh_ it ia .. awaec1 tut the 
" ~ , 

Prophét pl'ODOUDce. the,phrue. iDtmtiODall.7 or aillp17 

b7 iDadnrt_c •• !he reaaon wtq' it 18 DCODceivaD1., 
, . 

" . 
acco~ to Rist, tbat the :rrophet p1'ODCUIlce. it . 

iDt_ti0ll8 117 18 that it woul4 dtlllOliâ hia creclibU- ' 

11:7. '!!le .... 1'eUOIl allO applJ. .. 1:0 ~ 1D~o. 

o~ the aPUIIPtioD tba't the Pzophet ~ it aillpq 
,-

throuSh 1ü4Yert.-. IIoNO'tV. 'OOAO.ludee Biai, 1t-

ia DOt llkeq ~t 8O.eoae ~ 18 :!M4nrt_t ~. ~ 
1 • " 

8OIIetb1 DI âicb bu • ocat1mai't7 ot apreui.qu, :t'Orll 

.... ,..:lDI 1d.tJl "t he bu .au beiore.68 

Bisi al.IIo Z'e~ect. the 1Dt811)retatiOll vb1c1l 

M78 tba't it :la the PzopJ:aet .., pZCllwnJDO" 1*8 pbn.ae 

about the ft •• !,. bat 0D.l7 UDd.~ ana'. co.pù.aion. 
" 

ae •• ti.oaa two • JStiGul- ua-_ta ~or ~t. JI.1.rtrtJ.7. 
u thiJI ~ weft·~. Sa'tIID wulcl.,. able :to 1 

• 1Dd»ce ~ 1atO uzor. 110 __ ,Il10 tbat tlbat 87-

ODe Iap at 8JI7 't1M ""'N clue 1:0 8a1:a'. _.d81œ. p 

, . 
8e00.D417. U 1;I&ia ... , .. 'j,oa • .,.. tzae, DOt ..... the 

"C • 

• c 

( 

, " 

" ' 
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Prophet would be exempted f'rom Sat.' s, eompuJ.sion. , 
, Ri2r, however, points out that i.n two instances the 

Qur' in clearly" says that Satan cannot overpowè:t the 
, ," 

Prophet °as well as the believers. This is said in 

'Süra 14,22 ("[Satan s83's] , for l haù ,no authority over 
~ 

you'"), in 16,99 ('"He[i.e. Sat8D.]has no authority 
" " 

over those who believe and trust in their Lord") and 

in 38,82-83 ("(Satan said] 'Row, by Tb;y glor,y, :I shal.l 

pe~ert them al1 together, excepting those Tb,y serv­

ants among them that are sineere' Ii) .69 

,,j" The only interpretation 1;hàt Bizi accepts 1s 

," ' 

, 

the one that at~ri})utea the;' origin ot the phrase meu-. 
o 1 

tioDing th.,' GhHi:nra to Satan. The uaumpt10n 1a that t 

Satan bein,S ot the angelic nature' his natural wa:s o:r 
" " speaking iS sj,mUar to the angelr' 8 vhich i8 \1S\1al~ 

, ' 

haa.rd. by the Prophet when li reve1atioD. 1a convQ'ed.. to 

h~. Moreover, 1t"can be tmderstood that those Who 

heu thia voiee ident:i.!)' it vith the .Prophet' 8 voiee, 

slnce SataJ;l can 'speak w1thout beiDg 8een. Thi~ inter-" 

pretation ,1s aeceptablè, according to RizI, beeausl! 
" 

~it doea ~t de! .. e the Prophet's d:igni:t7 and. be()l.US8 

.it. doèa no~ ascribe the origiD Q:r .the phrase that 
" . 

briDge about con.tuaio~ as ooJlÜJl6 ~rom the Prophet. '70 

It 'pan, havever, be'olijeçted. tut, ,il 811cb a thing 
" 

cân happe 'during the Prophet'. reeitation, v~t .-1a . 
, . 

hi. açizaè ~ be truated?" Ta it fiai reçoDd.a -that 
.. " l ' # 

. , 

" 
" '. ' 

t 

l' 
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thi.s assumption 1..s vaJ.,id; but if" it doea happ~, 

God must clari.f)" the whole problem, sueb as it actu­

, all.y h~ppened vith this af'fair, that is, Gad puts an 

end to th-è ambiguity of tlds ~ra:ir.?l 

We now tur.n to the last topic~of thia section. 

It has been said in the rirst ehapter that the ward 
, 

dhanb, which is one o~(' the cODlllon worda for n sin-, i8 \, 

used in several inst~~~a'in the Qur'in.72 In three in­

stances the torm l.i-dhanbi-ka i8 used, &11 or them be­

ing God 1 s worda addresaed to the Prophet. Ve ahall here 

\ 
'" -deal with one of them. Bura 48,1-2 reads: 

nSu;rel.:r We have given the. a manifest ~ 
victor.r, that God llJIq forgi ve thee Thy 
former and t~ latter a:ina, 8I1d complete 
His bl.easing upon thee, 8Dd guide thea 
on a straight path<l, and that God ~ 
help thee vit~~gh't7 heJ.p.-

. -. ~-
,/"Razl. states that, in ~i te of the use of the 

word dhanb here, i t i8 possible to interprei thi8 verse 

1 in con.f'ol.'mi ty vith the idea of the pl"Oph.t 1 s siDle8s-

ness. The f'irst way is ta UDderatand dhanb as sin 

proper, but onJ.:r in the mMning of the siDa that vere 
, w 

committed beiore the prophetie misaion, or only minor 

sins, if the period of the mSaiOD ia concemed. Ev_ . -.r 

. 

thqugb he seeu 'ta adait tbi.t he appare1il7 81Ibacrib .. . ' 

to the ta'w!lit ~ dh!Db, tdU.cIl he _.ticma 11111» .... 1:17. 

One ot them 18 to take dhan.bi-ka to aean ·db.Dbi pati­

/~ in which case the sentence 1s U8UIled as. b~ said· 

ta the Prophet bUt in tact is ad.dre8aecl to jhe Comau-
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nity. Moreover, according to Rizi, it is a1so custom­

ary that the word dhanb is used to designate the act 

of the abandoning of a better course o~ action.?~ 

The third vay is to consiàer Qanb as a masdar, which 

cao designate an action done W ,the person that it 

governs (iQata :Ua al-fac il), or an action sut'fered b:r 

the person that it govems (i@a Ua al'l4afCÜl). In 

this sense, dhanbi-ka mç mean respecti.ve1y nthe sin 

that you have collllllitted.· and. nthe sin that they have 
l ' 

comm:i.tted against you-___ Bu:t Rist even goes on to S8:3 

that the purpose of this verse 1s deeper. As he sees 

i t, the verse is meant as an exal tatioD o~ the digni ~ 

of the proPhttt.74 Be uplaina thià by ta1dng the verse 

to mean Ri.! you ever eollllllitted ~ sin, l wciuJ..d CH'­

tainly pardon it-. ae believes that tbia &88W11Ption 

is applicable to the verse, ail he tbinks that~)a posi­

tive statement can be iqterpreted .. a eoDditional, 

if the context pe1'llita it.75 J'inall,., Bisi tbizwa that 

" one bas the right to interpret dhaD.bi~ otherwis. 

than to mean RaiD-, becauae,. bad. the Prophet co-itted 

a sin, be would certainly have repented o~ it; bat, 

sinee 1 t 1a al80 unanimoual7 held b;r the OMmmi 't7 

(bi l-iï1.aC
) that the Prophet did. DOt bol.d.l7 v_tare 

into coai ttiDg sin, "en vh.n he ap-.1œ ot hia OWll 

repentance 1t abould. be UDderatOOd. tha't in reali't7 

he haa DOt co.itted arq ~. 76 
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COJiCLUSIOB 

In bis C l,mat al-AnbiÜ' aür is ch1efi7 con­

cerned with the question whether the ide. ot the proph­

et • s impeccabili t7 can be attirmed in ligbt ot what the 

Qur' in says about the prophets. Th1s work ia not the 

only one in which he deala vith tbis probl. t as there 

is also a chapter in his ubac In :ri" USÜl al-DIn ÏIl 

which he deal.s vith the same problem, and also hia 

commentar.r on the verses ooncemiDg the prophets in his 

Matat;; al::Gha.yb. The Clet, howevert ~oms us more 

speciticall7 about Bizi' a intereat iD thi. aspect ot 

prophethood, as it is especial.17 intended to re.tUte 

the Uashwina, tho.e people who. ~ identifies as hi. 

extr.e opponent. in thia respect. DUs i. the reuOD 

~ the C1",t app-.ra 4e1'eraaiv •• J'u.rIiIler. 1iIl. cI .. 1;~ 

vhicb upel17 CODtVn .lIO" elaborat1A:m D4 oonra 

vaater gl."OUDda th8D th. AEbt'm, al., hù ttae •• %"J:I; o~ 
.. 

pzovid.iDB • -llte-c1tua1doD- (81. ia Lebel 1;0 'the 14M 

01' th. prophe1;'. siDl ..... , 1daiab .o'tbawi .. Jd.pt -

1':0 be DO .ra tbml _ .cade ci ..... 
, 

-1'b. probl. o~ th. p~et·. illpeccabi11 't7 , 

lua4 ~. a tapie o~ kalia d:l.acuUion ~ore Bid'. 
'tia •• 1't i. ca.preb.aible, 'tbereroJ:e, 'tba1; tb1a ~act 
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bears sOlDe intluence -011 the latter'. ataDd.. ÙIODS 

those who appear to have bacl an intl.u8Ilce 011 Bisr'. 
concept ot C isma are the Muc tasil. aDd. the taliai~a. 

FroID the former Bizi bas retaiDed th. id.. ot the 

importance ot the prophetie misaiol1 (ria&1..), whioh 

underlies the Muc tuili te postul.te o~ the prophet·. 

immunity trom major sin and. IIliDor sin th!t C&ua_ aver­

sion. Rizi' S basic insight into prophethood se_. bov­

ever, to have its origin in the taliait.'a id_ ot th. 

pertect nature ot the proph.t. This ia particu1ar1l 

shown in bis id. that th. prophet U iD h;iuelt per­

tect and at the a... tille able to lead o'thera to per-

tection. 

This basic inaipt eppeara .. the recurrent . 
theme underlying ~r!a exeg.sU ot the Qur'wc de-

scriptioDs ot the p~phet •• .ka ~C,ar.i.te theolosi~t 

however t he has to tound. hia coJ1èept ot c ipa •• i,D17 

on the Qur'in and. the Tradition. !l'he Qur'in, iD4eed, 

l408s DOt onl7 apeak iD praia. about the prophet •• 1'11. 

challenge that ~ bu to t.c. i. preci.~ to COI1-

rront hia id_ ot the prophet' a p~ectiOD ad. .bil­
ity to lead others to p~ectiOD wiiZ th. Qur'iDi.c 

de.criptiol1 o~ th. pz-ophet.. ih. aet:bD4010g tbat h. 

_ haa adopted tor bis ~ be- d.Mori;bed. .. 'th. 

abapiDg ot basic concçta taka b.'oa 1:11.. Qar' WC 

d •• criptiou of th. prophet. a1"OUIMl the idea ot the 

-----------

." .-

-----

" 
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p1"dphet·. per:tectione AIIoDg th_ can be actionecl hi. 

concept ot the prophetie lliuion .. the greatut :tavor 

that God. butowl on •• nld Dd (nie.>, God.'. O_Mer to 

iaitate the pl'oplu,t. (~ûidi')' ~ prophet'. beiDs ) 

puritied (i,ti:t;') and the prophet'. be1Dg a good ex­

ample for the believer (uava ba.'p'). Moreov8r, Bas! # 

ia care.t'Ul enoup IlOt to omit the !1mdemental user-
",' 

tions tbat have beco •• acceptable to the Mualia doc­

tors (IjmiC ). .Al.l thi. tog~ther becoa.. a viable 

f'~ewol.'k f'or Rist tO CODduct. hia exes •• 18~ 'Inter­

eatingl7 mough, he arr1v •• more or 1 ... at the _e 

conc:tuài GD where the Mue tuila have arri:v.d bè:tore 

hia~ naael:r that the prophet 1. pre.eryed bo. collllli t­

tiDg major ain in the peri~ o:t hi. ai,sion and, i:t 

he commits a ainor -sin- t 1t 1. but a !in o:t the ltind. 

o:t the abaDdoniDs o:t a bette co~e o:t action. 

The e ipa iD ~. 1 concePtion thua Ileau 

God' 8 pral~tion o:t th. P~~.t boa error in trans-­

ai t'ting -~vel.tion ai1d ot the~roPbet" deeda :!rom . . - -

moral de:tects, 10 tbat the prophet'l bâbavior DOt oDl:r 

dOe. nOt impair revel.atio~ bUt becOlle •. an Q:8IIIP1. :tor 

the believer. ' 

.' r 
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ftD lU •. EFk!I!I!W!lebn, p. 121. 

~V.tt. Jb"t1!!. pp. 121.225; r.oan. 8ch1.'" pp. 3O,,1iO~ 

12w.'tt, ... p. 270; Leo\1n, Sob1 •• t p. 459; El2, 1... . 
~ 

1~ -
""LaOuat, Schi-!It p. 103. 

l"'Qar4.t, 1!Y!, P. 185. 

15Qard.t aDCl ADavati., Ip1;rosIpct;t.ga, pp. 54.57. 

16~_~ CI 2 2 -- -
~~h PIt, p. I~. lb ..... 

1714.; 'MI"., p. 160. 

'l8:tclea, cI··t, pp. li!. 11114.11!!. 

_ 19ii3 &I.-DI'n .J.oBüld:, ~ 
al.-KUb. (QaUo: .ll-Ma~bac .... al4J , 
132471 ), w1. 5, p. 36. ~ 

2OAl~ad! ha! .1i:ll. ~ball:e .. • 1a8t .... o~ -th. Uasb~·, •• e, eaJ,ib al-DIia al-tat. t ü-W:tf 
bi 1-wa~~ 84. BellII1lt Bitter (I~I lia"". 
âi-liâVia, n). YOl. 4, p. 250. . 

2llboleif, 81:udz, p. 20. 

, 

~:r"UP""'51; are t:raD!1a'hd. be10w ~ 
tak_ tJ:oII • !!ubt,pl. pp. 15-7-159; ote App.a.z A. 

2SDl.,. are th. MuC ..... 11.. !Il.":14ea of AL 
wb1.ch 1. di.cu.ued iD tbi. PMIaP haa ... eobo tii t iiIr'\' . p. 39; aD a.spl. or th. QPl.1oat:l.oa of tbe 

iba... i. di.cuulld. in tbia pa..... ca be fOUDAl 
belowt pp. 83-84. 
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26QGr' ia 18,110; 4J. ,6. 

2'1 , Ibi4. 1'7,22.39. 

28zb14. 1'7,74 • 

. 29xb14. 12.53. 

300t• aboT., pp. 3"..AJ3. 

3l.bo ..... p. ~. 
32 . 

'1 .bo ..... p. 110. 

33 abov., pp. 39-'10. 

34.bo .... , p. 421 cr. pp. 35-36. 

3~!b. p ••• as. lha't t. tnœal.t8d Ùl 1:Id.a 
.. ction i. tÙ8D .t1'OIJ BUr, cI·'t. pp. 1-31 ~ • 
.lpp_dix B. ' 

. . 

~bba 1a •• e.~ ot vei&ht. CAbd. al_cl.aI. 
cU7ÜD al. _;PlaiDa tbat 100 hH-D01IDt to th. 
wi8ht o~ • ~ "K, Waicli .~ ot • ei1ëb1ri! 
(4.68 s); in RÜi, CI-pt, p. 2 D. 2. .' 

38A a1igbt er.ror :La te»UDCl in SsI,~:r t, 
p. 2, whicb rea4a: -va li bi l-ta '1d'J. .. 1- • 
tIl~ wo~ o~ the ReR' p. '30 (-. li hi -ta'w!l 
a1-Jr:ha~a • -) ..... tG • • correct -Zd:I.JaS. . 

1 
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13) 

1;0 rl •• in ~JPf~~ti !~ :: ;;;U ia~ u=: 
ad. w b. olaaU'91lDt~ (al-,14q • 1-tû"",>. 

IIOIuteed. ot • Al-ibtc.- vlü.cIl ia 1:b. ~ 
uae4 iD CI,..t. p. ,. AEba!li. p. 330 bu ·Al-.... t1 .. ••· 

• 
41~. tdI.o1 ••• ctiem bu b._ bIauIl.t'ld t.­

Rial', cI··i. pp. 3-8, ct. App.a41x o. 
lf2 ' . .... .boY.. p." lIIId "n.'. 
43_Imaa .c ... Di C _ Allia cali 1_' ibid. ~ 

Die _t al-riail. _ l ... ub~·. u_:ibi4. t 3, -Imaa 
a C , ... Die .. Allih cali 1-Cibad 1c~.,u-hua Ide ..... el-
riail.a va 1-aub~-. Arbtc !'nt p. '30. 

44Qurt in ".32. 
lI5ni4. ".30 

( 

~ 4.818D.te. • r.r.. lIeD tIbo bu rMabe4 
pubert7. 0 ~ 1W.8OIl ad baa 0CIP.'-.1:e4 ~ . 
vith • WOUD who ia al80 f1tee DCl baa nacbed.~; 
ae. a.g. BeDri Laouat,~ci. 4f dm!, 4·1 .... 
(:Be7routh: Içrimeri. ca que. 950', pp. ' , • 
A peraon who ia DOt art8lJl ' to wllicll cat eso17 belo!p 
alao the al.av.. whi • ~ecli.telT _.t1oD.ecl 'b7 BiaI 
iD his.Ubs~quen1; argwDeDt, ia 0Dl7 llabla to hiIl.t or 
the chasti ... ent or a rre. p~, DUel7 50 1 .... , 
1Dataad ot ODe hUD4red. (Qur'aD. 4,25; ct. 24,2). More 

. -.bout thia i. to be toUDCl iD a.g. E[2, a.v • .!Al!5l. 
pp. 25-29 by R. Brunschvig. 

47~i8 i. A.J .Arb.rr.r' 8 traDalatiOD. DatlOOd. 
tl'llIlslates it -Be1:ievera, i.t lIJl .vU.-do.r b~ 1011 
• pis ce ot newa inquire tirat 1I1to ita trQ1:h.-

48_.A.aara 1!i I-tathabbut va 1-tawaqquf 1!C 
~Ül abahidat al-ra8iq·, iD Rist. c :l'!':t, p.'. 

49!lhia :La th. tes, uaect iD' tal. cI8!!1;, p. " 
1::1>. ~·r..,:._f' 3~ ho iAateed ot -iJJ _*_ or 1b1. 
(rfl~r. al=dlmyf>~.,,~~ ftCh • li~. tb1DIt' . 

- " 
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\' 50 
~, Qgr'in 2,1"4'. 

5;La.re the risht VDM se ... to be th. GD. 
uaecl iD th. Arbactn, p. 331, wbich reada -6 l~bbe-. 

52Dù& i8' the wo1"diDg iD cip!t, p. 11-, th. 
"acIn, p. 331 re8ÙZ -becauae the proota that pomt 

Bî. necesai t,- or the orderiDg of the soo4 and. th. 
pmtdb!tion 01 the eVil_IlPPA univertNl~ (lip 
:!1!àiiit :n=f=lëiii'.p;,. al:!!!:J~U=!ll:_ 

/ 
/ 

5~Qu.r·in ",51. 

~bid. ',31. 

55Qar'in "1158• !b1. c:LtatiaD .t . 'iD1c 
.... ne ::la si"'. 111 c _1: whUe iD tbe c ~ 
th • .to~.l' dotation 1I'..il ..... !!le TerJN 1D the ft :Jfi't reada .'ta-ttabiC!5!U wh1ab. iD 'tZe QIIr'iD OCCUN 

mce (:i ••• iD 6, ad. 6,155) aDCl botb. are 
reterriDg Dot to • penon but 1:0 • tbi "SI 

-bd that tbia i. ~ pa'th t IItraight; • do 
JOU tollow 1t, lIDd :to~ov DOt diYer8 pa1dla1 l.at thq acatter lOU boa Bia pa'th· (6,15,), 

,aBlis i. 1;11. Book we lia ....... t doWDJ blesae4; 
80 .'tol1ow i't, and be' socltear.l.Ds" (0,155). 

~e verae which N.tera ta • peN reu. wa-ttabi.cii-bu 
. lIDd ia round :ln 1,158 (-Belie"'B _:la ciôd, âiûI lU 
Bia Me_enger, th. Prophet ot the ca cm .tolt(lIIbo 
believe. iD God ~ Bia IIOrda, aDd. to11ow bill-). 

56Qur'iD 4,111-. 

"Ibid. ll,18. 

58xbid. 6l.~ • 
59:tbi4. 2,44. 

6OIb:i.d. U,88. 
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vhidl. bov."er, 11 DOt about Ib1itda. lqaq ad Yacqüb, 
,but abOut ~', hia, v1~. and Yawi. 

6~'in ~,47. 

6~·7&teDiwelin ~UIIl.t; ~ il. _ l-tlœÏiJtll '" \ co 

\ _c'::.I1 "-=:::Iy,t, p. ,s. ' ' " _ q • 

\ . 64Qur' iD 22,75.' '. 

\ 

. 6SIbi4. ~,~3. 

66xbi4. 2.130. 

67Ibi4• 7,1 ....... 

~bicl. 38,45-116.' 

6~. 35.32. 
, '"' 

_ '1Oxbi4. 38,82-83. -~ ~~..c'1uaü __ 
la-ugb~aDDa-il_ ~C rD 1ll.i: ,c 1bida-b Jd.a-fa. 

~--"1.,rm.· • .lrberr;r bu .1Iih. moere- ~;r Ik: 
'J.~I1m, which ..... 1 ••• oor.NOt, ... , .. ft, 
p. n. 17. , 

,', 

• 

'l1Qar'in 38,46. 

'72xbi4. 12 ;24. 
) 

'l3n,i4. 34,20. 

74n,:icl. 49tl~. 

_75 __ tat4Ïl ~ al .. ur cali 'l ... üt -tu 
b1 1-III_c., iD CI_t, p. 6. 

?6Qart • .58,19. 

7i'IbU. SB.22. 

, ~ i. 'tG trpll ••• -va 1;bÙ1t 'Id. ;i'i1.a 
.... l-:La'ika _ aqdeen Cala ...,. Ida al-db ., 
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111 clpat, p." 6. 1t 1. iDtere~to DOte t:Uat tbe 
correaponding p •• sage in the Arb rMAlal -We IIball 
preaentl,. provid. proof 1;hf.t a asela 414 lIOt bo14-

, 17 !:!Dc:lertake ~ a!n.fUl- ",wa 8!!"GUllIIau a1-dalil. 
cala_anrla al-mali'iki ma aqdaDrii cala ahq lIiD &1-
dhunub), in Arbactn, p. ~34. A,e a .. ttar of fact, 
1.mrWîately 10110Wing the 1'itteenth_~eIlt ror the 
uphold.iJ1s of the prophet' 8 C i~ Sis! .ats. out to 
p.rove the idea 'of the angel ' 8 esmesa. On the . 
other hand, although the crmt a1reacb" has -lt haa 
likewise been show-, imaed1a êl;r followiDg the ti,1'-
teenth argument . for the uphold.iDg of the pl"Ophet' a , 
C iCi a series of arguments ia &180 giyeD. for. the 
up 0 ding of the ange.l'a sinlesiiiiëis; th1.s i8 alIloat 
word for word identical vith the corresponding pu_e 
in the Aroac In. 'lbis is even true of the sentence 
which in th. Arbac In opens up the exegeais or the ver­
aea about th. angë1s, which reads: -Know that tHe 

,p-1Ob1ems raisad by the opponents against the id .. of 
'the angel' s sinlessness are DUII.roUS, 8Dd. wa ab,11 
lD~tion them - God willing - b;r wq of ne'-, 
which, however, 1s not tollowed 'b7 the exegeais pro­
IIlisad.,. but about Idam. !lb. latter disewsa10n in the 
Arbac Ul, p. ~38 rollows th. diacussion about th. "'. 
angëia; for this, ••• âiso above p. 45. 

79Qur' in 38,38. 

BOIb1d• 2,124. 

8l1bid• 
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al-lIaDI alt;t, 1;,'11/1952), n, pp. ~ ad 
Al ..... 'i, \. a..izo, q-llaktalNlt al~irJ.na 81-
IlIbre

l 
n.d., tab al_~c, pp. 301-302. !!le ocmt_t ~ 

ot th • hadith 1.. •• .t'ollo .. , the Prophet 0Il. _ 
. bought • hôrae :t:roa • Beduin but; the Bed"1» wou1d 1101; 
recopia. that, th. Proph.t ba4 boupt 1t, _ he •• ked. 
him to briDg • vi tIles.. IhWl81Jl&, who _ DOt the.' 
men al1 thi. happened, p ••• ed' b7 aDc1 aicl that th. 
Pl'Ophet ne rigbt. On h •• riDg tlû.. ,'the Pmphet a •• ecl 
Kh~fQ'IU -the posaea80r" o.t' the rib ••• 'or 1:110 .. 
(@lu l~shahidtta.yn). . ' ,-

" 86" m the preoecl1ns ~-U_ ... 
il spi te of' the uae of' the cle.t.lD1. t7 ~ "JtlNa' 1t .eans net the tvo of' th. 

, bUt a1IIp17 the two vi tn. • t ar. requt.recl 
, iD o.rd.er to eatabl1ab 'the buth of' • at.:t __ t. ~ • 
. location. give iD th. precec'iDI DOt ... ti01l tb1.a, 

and see &180 A~m.d b. Udbal, Ibid., V, p. 189. 
1,\ 

87Qur'iD 16,50. 
. \ . 

88Dlia :i.e, the .ecoDd. r;-t ia-tIl.' \e,.., 
p. 7 but th. th1.1'd ~ 'tb. e~' p. ",. !!le 0 
ia also i».verted .tor 'the tôô us-et.. 

89QUr'iD 21,26-2'/. 

9O:tb1d. 26 ,20. 

91~. i. the 0Dl7 verae ft .... !Or the tol:&1"till 
aigum8l1t;n a., p. 7. ID J!rba ml_p. ~35, tbe u-
sua_t.;are 0 •• arra&e41 •• louowa -1!1. tourth argwaen1; 8 tbat th. ~el. an 

Me .. eoger8 of' Go4, .. Go4 aq.a IWo I§-
~intec:1 the aDgel. to be ....... era' (qv'" 
'5,1); ad the aeueD8U' ~07. ,God'. ~ 
t.01:1011 api».t ~1;1;iDg IdA ( .. cé), tor 
1;0 prai .. hia Go4 8818. • Qod lmow. ~' · 

'" vell wbere to place Bi. lIenas.· (Qurl Cl 
6,l24).- . 

-" 
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1 ... , aboYe. p. 5'. 
,2~_ .. c' A-A ' 
, ...u., 1"", pp. v-7. 
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~4_, .hteacp. pp. ,'~. 
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. 13'the, rea4
'

D6 woul4 the toUo. ll-ziai'i's 
(~-hU clMl'Sft:r will) .. wbiob i~7 UDaCCepted, 
tôi'he sra-a 1 iiiOOl1viiDimcie.. v 

, 

l~bid., p. l?i è~. Arb.'ip p. ~1& ~IDDa 1-
i~ir kbili:t ~fl. 1'.-w~.ba âi .... ,tr u. ithbit b8dh. 
l.-i~ir t.w:tiq ~. hiidhib1 l.-q. wa' b~ al..q.it 
al.-c1ill.a Cali thubut 'i,..1; al-clbiyi' calQ'him a1-aalia-. 

15Go1dzih'er, "!I!1eo1og:i.e·. pp. 241-242. 
\ ' 

, ' , 

1 1691e tianalatiOD that is g1 ven here ha." bec 
teken b'oll Muslu, JIm1C ·al~. tr. b7 'Abdul Vwd 
~dcliqr (Lahore: Mu$ammâa ~ 1975), vol.. 4~. 

2-1263;' this ia a tl'8Dal.tiOD troll Mualt.'. , 
• 5, 128, Bib al-Anbi7i', n. -9. This badÏth • :reportecl 

by Al-Bukban.1.. Muslu.a. A~·acl b. ianbal., lbÜ Diwü.d 8Dd. 
Al-Tirmic:Dü. m. Qur'8D, however, has DO amtion 01' 
Ibrihrm's sqi:ng ·Blis i8 rq ·dater"; ~. Rësi, CIeat, 
p. 25 •. , 

o 18A8 has bean noted 'abo~e, p. 30, Rë.r stands 
agaillst accepting aD Hfa-report il i t 1s iD apparaDt 
contradiction vi th h1s ea. 1hia ia Dot so 8IUch because 
he ia "ag,dnst the validit7 of such .r report h it881t, 

if" but because, aa it ia also aaid in thi. citation, the 
ftratiQnal· proot t2.r the contrar.Y v?-8W (1.e. to what is 
said in a giV8l1 Had-report) is stl'Onger. See also abova, 
pp. 32-33 about 1S stand whell the. i8 a conllict be­
tween ft rational." and "Scriptural." B1'gWIienta. 

, ~ 9!lhis ·s .... to be another re:terence to bis 
fifteen !l."gWIl8l1ts "that have be8D tl'8llalated. aboye, pp. 9>. 

63-68. \J 

, '20RisI, C11lt, p. 25; it is iDteresting to 
DOte that Risi uses e _e argument. in hi. M.:tit 

"1 al-GhE. As Goldsiher has susgested., a1heo10 ., p. 
242 ,! argues that if one bas to chOO •• batweal the l' 

tren8llitter o::t this tfdt~ and 2Ï!tl Allô (Ibrihim) OIS ~~ 
the one who t8118 a 1e, e hiDÙÎ voûta cert.in';,-
choo.. the :tomer. 

j 1 • 

/ 

1 ; 
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21RizI, ArbacIn, p. ,341. 

22Idem , Clsmat, p~ 17. 
, b 

23It is thereby assumed that Ibrihim its not to 
be held resp'onsible before the La:f'tor what he sqs. 
The WONS th'ât are used to describ,\ 'adulth6od' here 
are bu.lÜgh and takl.i.t; see Ibid. -

~ 24Thi's is the solution that is gi ven in the 
Arba c in; cf. above and n. 21. 

~ 

25Idem, CIsmat, pp. ~?-l8. 

26Rizi is re!erring to siira. 6,e,. 

27This is a reference to sŒra 6,75. 

28Qur' in 9 ,~l3. 
t 

29Riz- ClImat, p. 31. J., 
; 

~OIbid. 

3lIbid., p. 35. 

32Ibid., p. 36. 

c, 

) 

33In .tact RÜt put. it in coDdit1onal (~I.t· va '. 
take i t to IDean • re8o~utioJ1' . the tCllQwiDg are the con- 0 

sequences"), Ibid., p. 37 t but the he does not de~ 
vel.op the idea that ~ t 18 impossible to ~e other 
mesD:)ngs' for the word hamma whicb he bas ~ust .menti.onec1; 
cr. Ibid., pp. 37-39. 

34The whole P~Ph bas. b.en paraphrased. 
from Ibid., p. '7. ' 

35.Ibid., p. '39. . 
~ 

3~e whol. paas!-ie haa bem pàraphrased. 1'rom 
Ibj.d., p. 44. In the Arba~1Dt p. 350, thi. p~bl_, is 
sol ved vers brie.tly by s&;yiq: .~. avent took place .. 

-" 
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before (Müsa's) ~phetic mission; moreover, one could 
a1so say (wa aig ) that Müsa killed him by errer, and 
the asking of pardon for an error is a good action 
(pasan) and recommendable (mandüb)." 

3?Idem, CIsmat, p. 44. 

38Ibid • 

39Ibid • 

40The Qur'in itself (38,21 ff.) does not make 
allusion to this event, which in the Bible (II Samuel 12) 
is presented in a different stor.r. 'l'abari, who usually 
mentions the opinions of various commentators, is also 
reticent on this regard. He mentions only that the num­
b2rs "99" and nl" represent respective1y the number of 
Dawùd' 8 wi ves and the wife of one ot the people against 
whom he made a raid, whom he married &t'ter he won the 
raid; see Abü Jac far al-ïabarr Jainic al-.. ën can I! 
a11ur'in (Caire: Muetafa al-Ba'1,! â1=uila~ 1954)" 
t. ;, p. 143. In Ibid., p. 146, ~abarÏ also does not 
make ref'erence to Oria' s wife to explain the identity 
of the woman whom Dawüd married., but about the latter' s 
asking of' pardon he relates that some people say that 
this i8' because Diwüd remembers the good fame that God 
has granted ~brihim, Iibiq and Ya'qÜb; with this 
prayer Dawud 1s in t'act asking God to eirant him the 
same gift. In his Ma:t"itip' al-Gha;rb R8z1 shows that he 
is aware of the existence 01' the tale about D8wüd' s 
marriage with the wif'e of trria, whom he bas killed, but 
he argues that nthis story has been forged. by the Uash­
win; what one can gather t'rom such BD af'firmation is 
unf'ortunately only his own %'!Pu gD8Dce ~t the Uasb­
wina; see Fakhr al-DÏD al-:Razr, Ma!itib al~b 
(Caire: MatbaC a Millriyya, 1933), t. 2b,p. ~ 

41 -.. CI 48 RaZ1, smat, p. • 

4flbid.; nunworth3' of a pl'Ophet· i8 indeec1 
one ot R&zi"Î's basic assumptions which, however, i8 not 
fUll,. cleuly detined, and what :is .teriall.7 ·wortb7" 
and nunworthyn is sometimes a matter o~ cOBJecture. 
Nevertheless, this ean be rem;n; scent o~ 'the MuCtazilite 
idea of aJ.-munattirKt, Jl&IIlel3 thoae thiDga or cbaract­
ers which arouse aversion i~ thq e%:lat in the person 
of the prophet; or, Dlore positivel.y, thia ~ be an 
assumption that is not clearly denned but that i8 

/ 
l,' 
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inherent in Bisi's idee of the prophet's perfection. 
Moreover Risi de.tinea "th. good" and "the bad" in te1'lls 
of ~heir relationship vith "perfection" and'Ildetective­
ness" to "nature": "b~and ~uJ:j[ deaipate respective-
1,. the 'ha1'lM)!q ot na ". (müIJ1"_at alëi!ibC) ad it. 
'diÎduU:tIlorq' (munitarati-hi), and the b ot e tbing 
a8 an attribut. 01 eri.ctton or d.etecti ven... (va kawn 
al-ah' fat DU - ., iD Rist, Mull"8âJ. 
p,. • e a s s, ovever, Ibid. that 'the appilc-
ation ot th.ae • .rational' notions to var10ua • .ctua· 
so that the latter tb; nga C8Jl be callec:l liable to re­
ward, or pUlliabment, or praiae or reprt -end, i. ah,..c l, 
in, contra st vi th the MuC ta.Ua, who s.e "the SOoa' md 
"the bad" in the thinga or acta th_selvea. J'or the 
rel.ativiq of theae notions, aea below n. 73. 

43Ibid• ® 

~bid., p. 49. 
,.-'"--

45Ibid.; what i. hen ae8D't ia 'tIle v.rae. 
that i.IIaed.ietel.y precede th. paNaS. aboU't the ho 
1itiganta (38,21). 

~bid. 

47Ibid• 

4Bnid. 

~id. 

50:0,i4. 

51Ibicl., 

52n,id. , 

53n,id., 

p. 50. 

pp. 50-51. 

p. 52. 

. 
J 
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fai1ed, tvo of th_ pret_d tbat 1;;bq co.. to aak hbt 
to arb1trat. b.twec 'th_ on tbeir 41ç"t •• a&~ Diwd.~ 
who aees be70nd the outvard. .ppeaNllc., peJ:Ce1 yea 
their real intention 8Dd .u. .torgiVeD." .tor th •• 

55Ib"d . l.., p. 53. 

56Ibid• 

5'7Id8ll , ArbacUl, p. 362; in the Cleat, th. 
prob1_ i8 DOt epeciHëi117 et.tecl. 

58:rd_, CIBt, pp. 63-64. 

59xbid., p. 64. 

60It ie p~erable 1;0 rapmd1.1oe ben th. ".1"11. 
in Arabic, becauae th. diacuaaion molYe. am1m4 tha 
WON tallennr wbicb i. ua84 iD tbi. y.ne. A.J. A.rberz7 
tr8l1811.t •• It ·Va .. t DOt .... tm7 Me--S" or hoph­
.t be:tore the., bat tba't Ba'taD caaf: 1Dto hi. :ta., 
wb. be WJI taC7iD«; but Gocl aDDul.. vb.at Sa'ta eut., 
th. God. CODfirU BI. atp. - aarel7 God. i. Jl.l-kDow­
iDg, All-td ••• • 

6l.!'bia baditb ia _aed. UIU"8l.iable IV ... 
authon; ... liist, Clet, p. 65 D. 1. 

- - ~ --... ~ ---~- _ ....... ~- ~ 
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64Surprisingly enougb Rizi does Dot directly 
respond to the allegatioD o:t th. ~th, but switcbes 
the p~blem to another issue, D8IIlel3 bY f'ocuas~ the 
respoDse on the meaning of' !1.II!li.pa in verse 22 .52; 
c~. Rizi, clsmat, pp. 66-68. 

65por the latter meaning, D8JIlell 'recitatl.on', 
R&zi re~ers to ~'in 2,78 (wa min-hum la faClamùn al­
kita~illi amanl.). whera the. plurâl or umn1Aa (l. ••• 
amlîî ) 1.S usëd 8nd which he explains as m~i Dg that 
the common :tolk does Dot know the Book b7 reading it 
but only t~~ memorizing it b7 recitation. 

66Tliis argument is not f'ound iD his Arba c in, 
where he ~entions both possible iDterpretations W1tb­
out. howev er, assessing vhich of' them is a~ropriate 
here; see Arbac in, pp. 362-363. In his Maf'atrp al-GhSfb 
RiZi still.holas that both interpretatioDs are pOSSl. e 
and believes that Satan can cast :tal.se thoughts into 
'the Prophet's mi.nd. Be admits that when the Prolilet was 
think~ serious17 i t migbt happen that he slipped. in­
to inattentiveness and became less aware of' Satan's 
promptings. aüi conclud.e. that in W. respect the 
prophets are like other human beinga, and tbat they are 
to be f'ollowed. only in so tar as their deeds are the 
resul t ot their tull awarene8S; cf'. Bizi, Ma:titIb &1-
Gba;rb. t. 23, pp. 48-55. 

" . 
67 Risi t Clet, pp. 66-67. 

68zbid., p. 67; he COJ1PU'811 it to aoaeone who 
ia recitiDg a po_: wh_ he beco ... iDattetive he caD­
Do1; poaaibq utter worda tUt are in aequece with what 
he bas said preceding17 in teDUJ o~ .etre, expre •• ion 
8Dd .-njng •. 

~" , . 
. ' 

69:tbid., Pt! 67. 

'7?Ibid. 

71 " Ibid., p. ']8. 
~I 

72p • 10 .... n. 16 _ 1iIIIa* ..... 

"­ , 
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73At thia point an ùlusioll 1a made to the 
saying: "basanat al-abrir S'Ki lat al-:a;arrabinn (the 
good deeds oi the pioua are t e Sad de 01 thoae who 
are brougbt Ilear) ~ cf. Annemarie Schimmel, M:ystical 
Dimensions of Islam (Chapel Hill: Univ. o~ Horth Cârol­
llla l'reas, 1975), p. 204. Al-8hahrastini al80 cites 
thi. 8&Jing to explain that the intens1't7 or meaning 01 
sin ia Dot the same for the prophet and tor the simple ' 
believer; see ( Abd al-Karim ù-BhahrastinI, Kitib Bi­
hint iù.-1rdim .ri C Ilm al-Kalam, tr. and ed. hy 1lfred 
GUl.llaume wndon: Dumphrëy Mn~ordt 1934) l p. 143 
(English tran~lation), p. 445 (Arabie text). 

7~bid., p. 75. 

75Ibici. 

?6rbid. 
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