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ABSTRACT. 

This thesis approaches the Montreal villa from the 

ventage of the historieal development of the type, tthe 

typic~l owners, hfe in the house and technological 

developments. The study examines the relationship of 

- the Vietorlan and Edwardian villa as a typology and 

predecessor of the egalitarian suburban dream house., 

The villa in Canada has ta date not been ,the subJect of 

systEimatic study ln terms of how the familles (and 

servants) used the house or how domestlc teehnology 

developed ta transform the elghteenlh, century 

'communal' household, which was also a "factory' and 

processing plant", into a segregated "machine ta live 

in". The thesls argues that this is an essential vlew • 

The study IS not comprehensive. It 18 offe~ed as a 

background, for further' work which the writer hope8 ta 

undertake in the future. 
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'Cette' thèse defini la' villa de Montréal du point de vue 

,du développement histori9ue du type, des habitants typiques, 

et de la vie dans l'habitatlon, de même que des développements 

technologiques. Lr~tude ex~mine le rapport entre les 

villas Victoriennes et Edwardiennes comme typologie et 

précurseur de la "maison de reve" des banlieues. La 

villa du Canada n'a Jamais fait l'obJ,et c1'un étude systématique 

visant une comprehension de la facon dont la fam~lle et 
C> 

las domestlques se servaient de la malson, et dont la 
. 

technologle domestlque s'est èeveloppée af~n de transfor-mer 

le ménage "communal" du dix-huitième siècle, qui étalt 

en même temps une "usine de productlon" et une "USlne 
o ~ 

allmentaire Il 1 en une "machlne habl table" isolée. La thëse 

propose que celui-cl soit un pOlnt de vue essent~el. L'étude 

n'est pas exhaust~vei elle est presentee comme fondement 

de travaux que l'auteur esp~re ~ntreprendre par la suite. 

, ., 



• • 
• 

, 

'41; 

\ 

'. 

, , 

vi 

, ' 

ACKI'KlWLEDGEM::NTS 

~--
Without the intellectual encouragement and advlce of my advisor, Professor 

Ricardo Castro, this document could never have been written. 

1 am also very grateful to Professor Norbert Schoenauer, whose commit~nt 

to housing, has influenced me immerasely. 

1 • ' 
F\Jrthermm;-e, 1 would llke to thank my mother, SylVia van der Hoven, for her 

financial assistance, as weIl as Catherine Warring and Janice Hamilton for 
o 

typing and editing the manuscript. 

, . 
Lastly, 1 am deeply indebted ta Anli Jooste. 

f -



b 

.. 
,1 

\ ,vii 

LIST OF LLUSTRA TI~ 

ILL 1 Early ''People's Villa", (1906) from The Canadian Architect and 

Builder, November 1906 

ILL 2 Plan of a Roman Villa, Lofts 

\ 

ILL') Plan of a Roman Villa, Boscoréale, Southern Italy, Percival 

ILL 4 1 Laurentine Villa Restitution, David Bigelman,198Z, Pierre de la 

Ruffinere du Prey, The Fifth Column. 

ILL 5 The Villa Capra (Rotonda) Vicenza by Andrea Palladio (1567-), Rowe 

" ILL 6 Laurentine Villa Restitution, Karl FrIedrich Schinkel, 1841., Pierre de 

la Ruffinere du Prey, The Fifth Column. 

ILL 7 Pangbourne Tower."Ground Floor, Franklin 

ILL 8 Harlaxton Manor, Franklin 

ILL 9 ~ Holmdale, Franklin 

• 
.. 



, -

\ 

ILL 10 

ILL 11 

. ' 

( viii' 

Kelling Hall by Edward Mante, 1912-3. An Arts and Crafts 'butterfly' 

house. Franklin 

Temple Grave, 1836, John Samuel McCord, Notman Photographie 

Archives, McCord Museum, Montraàl. 

'. 
ILL 12 Terra Nova, 1848, John Maison, 4300 Chemin de la Rene-Marle, 

Architect George Browne; Notman Photographie Arehi ves , 

MeCord Museum, Montreal. 
~ 

ILL '13 ~aison Aime Geoffrlon, 1930, 815 Belmont Avenue, Arcfltitects L.A. & 

P.C. Amos. C.C.A. Collection, Montreal 

ILL 14 Braehead, McTavish Street, Board of Trade 

ILL 15 Anglo ,Montreal, 1891 Dominion Illustrated, July Il, 1891 

ILL 16 Robert Meighen's Residence, Drummond Street, Board of Trade 

ILL 17 Robert Meighen's Residence, Drummond Street. A Vlew of the 

"garden party" in honour of Lord and Lady Eileen Roberts, July 1908, 

Board of Trade 

~, 

ILL 18 Montreal Residence of Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, Dorchester 

Street West, Board of Trade 

ILL 19 Residence of Sir Hugh Graham, Sherbrooke Street West, Board of 

Trade 

\ 

\ 



j 

" 

IX 

ILL 20 Charles R. Hosmer Residence, Upper Drummond Street, Board of 

Trade 

ILL 21 Ross Residence, Upper Peel Street, Board of Trade 

ILL 22 Mortimer B. DavIs Residence, Pme Avenue, Board of Trade 

ILL 23 Residence for Mr. L.C. Webster, Westmount eoulevard. Ground Floor 

and Garden Plan, Construction, Vol. 10, No. 5, May 1917. 

ILL 24 ''Sasement Plan" Villa deslgned by Archltect Taylor, lB 80's, McGIll 

University Archives, drawing by author 

ILL 25 First Fl~or Plan, Family Apartments; Day Rooms. Villa designed by 

Architect Taylor, 1880'5, McGIll University Archives, drawing by 

author. 

ILL 26 Second Floor Plan, Family Apartments; Evening Rooms. Villa 

designed by Arehitect Taylor, 1880's MeGiU University Archives, 

drawing by author. " 

ILL 27 Third Floor Plan, Family Apartments; Childrens' Rooms. Villa 

designed _by Arehitect Taylor, 1880's MeGili University Archives, 

drawing by author. 

ILL 28 Attie Pian, Servants' Apartments. Villa designed by Architeet 

Taylor, 1880'5, McGill University Archives, drawing by author. 

____ 1 ____________________________ _ 



> ... , .. 

J 

,1 

ILL 29 Villa for Mr. Thas. E. Hodson c. 1900,_ Edward Maxwell Architect, 

C.C.A. Collection, Montreal 

ILL 30 F. Orr Lewis House, Sherbrooke Sti-eet West, View of the Drawing 

Room, Board of T rade -

ILL 31 

ILL 32 

ILL 33 

ILL 34 

ILL 35 

Sears, Roebuck and Co., Catalogue, 1886, Russell 

Sears, Roebuck and Co., Catalogue, 1896, Russell 

Enterprise coffee grinders from the Enterprlse Mfg. Co. catalogue, 

1883, Russell. 

Hot water heatlng apparatus and hot air furnace, The Canadian 

Architect and Builder July 1889. 

Domestic Hot Water System, 1907, Canadian Architect and Builder, 

April 1907. 
( 

ILL 36 Sewer pipes, insulation and -hot water heaters, The Canadian 

Architect and Builder, Janùary, 1893. 

• 
ILL 37 Plumbing diagram, The Canadien Architect and Builder, March 1869. 

ILL 38 Bathtubs and bathin"g equipment, 1880's, Catalogue of Sidney Sheppard 

& Co., Buf~lo, N. Y. Russell. 

f 



)Ci 

ILL 39 ''Student Lamp", Kleeman patent, 1863, 1870 Russell. 

ILL 40 ''Fish tail" gas light, MacKenzie House, Toronto, Russell. 

ILL 41 Wall-mounted gas burner with Welsbach incandescent mantie, 

Russell. 

ILL 42 Edison Carbon - filament electric lights ca. 1900, Russell. 

f 



1.0 INTRODt.K:TIOIoI 

"Every form of ••• archltecture IS ln some way an embodiment 
of the Polit y, Llfe, History and Religious Faith of Nations".l 

RuskIn " 

1 

Like most Canadlans~ the wrlter feels that a detached house and garden 

is the ideal environment for family lite. The tradit"lonal free-standlng 

dwelling, perhaps energy mefficlent, dependent on automobiles, and 

wasteful in terms of land, best expresses, symbollcally, the Ideals \ of 

frontier indlVldualism, the famlly and indivldual freedom. The myth lof 

the suburban dream house of today, WI thin reach of the ordinary tn, 
was untll the early twentleth century only attalnable by the weal hy 

elite. A major technologieal, socîat and eCOIiOIi IIcel revalutlon br ght 

the dreams of the few within reach of many. 

The purpose of this study IS to examine the mneteenth een~ury and early , 
twentleth century villa as the predecessor of the egalitarian drealn _ 

l' - --- - - - ------------ -
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house. Further, this study a}tempts ta situate the from-villa-ta-

suburban-dream-house typology within the Canadian milieu, and takes 

examples of tl)ese butldlng types' in Montreal as a partlcular point of 

reference. 

The villa in Montreal has been the subJe.ct of exhibitions, dissertations, 

graduate level seminars, undergraduate investigations, and hlstorlesl 

publicat ions. 

The most recent exhibition (1983) was organlzed by the Canadian Center 

for Architecture (CCA)2. The orgamzers illustrated the classieal 

hnkages between elght villas on Mount Royal (Chateau des MeSSIeurs de 

Saint-Sulpice, 1690c, Monklands, 1803, Temple Grave, 1836, Braemar, 

1847, Terra Nova, 1848, Ravenscrag 1861\3, Maison Jeffrey Hale 

Burland/John Wilson McCannell, 1913-4 and Malson Aime Geoffrlon, 1930-

1), and their hlstorlcal models and the sustalned tradition of emulation. 

Pierre de la Rufflniere du Prey 3 ln an accompanying essay wrote about 

the "idea" of the villa. His four cardinal points tnclude the notion of 

"Room to Breathe", "Ta See and be Seen", "Openness and Movement", 

and finally, "The Villa Garden". 

Julia Gersovitz4 in her M.Arch. thesis (1980) on the Golden Square Mile 

researched extenslvely (trom the art historian's pOtnt of view) the villas, 

owners and architects. She places Victorlsn Montreal in its North 

American context, analyses the influences of new transportaUon 

technologies on the growth and development of the city in terms of its 

wealth 'and architecture. Her descriptions of Ravenscrag and the Mount 

" 
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Stephen House are detailed and accurate - in terms of architectural 

~tyle, material and historiai association. 

A graduete seminer: èonducted by Chirstina Cameron5 at Concordia 

University in the Master of Fme Arts Programme, examined ten 

Victorian and Edwardian "residences" ln terms of architeet-client and 

architectural expression. The architectural element is expressed in 

terms of style, mater lai and decorative association. 

A number of hlstorieal publicatIOns by Professor John Bland, Gowans6 

and others have dealt wlth the vdla, ln the traditional architectural 

sense; the faeade is seen, as a composition of form, planes, textures, 

col or and historieal style. The floor plans are vlewed as a geometric 

pattern of abstract mathematieal forms, axes and vlstas. 

The "tradltlonal" view of the Montreal villa, although complete in terms , . 
of the art of bUilding beautifully and weIl, lack the social and user 

dimensions. These studies ail deal with Brehitects, craftsmen, or family 

history. Surpnsingly little is written about how the famllies used the 

villas whieh were designed and butlt for them. 

, A gradua te semmar run by Ricardo Castro and 'Adrian Sheppard (1984) at 

McGill University examined housing typologies, amongst them, the urban 

villa, using Montreal as a laboratory 7. The students studled the types in 

terme of historieal development, technologies and use patterns, 

particularly, how the use-patterns gave form to the plan. This thesis 

research projeet is 'an extension of the "urban viUa" graduate research 

\ 
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exercise undertaken by the writer. Specifically, this study aima ta 

situate the Montreal villas within the historieal development of the type, ' 

learn about the owners, architects and their Victorian-Edwardian 

residences, analyse the plan and its functlOn, determine how the family 

used the house, examine factors of change and illustrate how nineteenth 

century domestlc teechnology was developed and used to provide for 

comfort and convenience. The study will also indicate how the 

"domestic revolutlon" ln the Victorian villa changed the concept of the 

hÇluse from a "factory and processing plant" to a "machine ta live in". 

A number of sources were consulted, ranging from contemporary 

publications, architectural plans, and reference wor~s, and visits ta the 

houses. Articles appearing in the nineteenth century editlons of the 

Gazette, Boarg of Trade Illustrated Edition of Montreal, The Canadian 

/-A-réhltec-t and Building and Architectural Record, provided direct insight 

into the Vietorian world and mind. In addition, access to a wide 

selection of house and villa design manuals, most notably Kerr's The 

Gentlemen's House and Cal vert Vaux's Villas and Cottages proved very 

useful. The extensive architectural collections of the C.C.A. and McGill 

University were' invaluable. The Notman Collection provided glimps~s 
into the overstuffed dark interiors of the "residences of prominent self- . 

made men". A selected bibliography is provlded. 

'r In this introduction an attempt wes made to situate the investigation in a 

broad contexte Part 2 will examine briefly the historical development of 

the typology from its Roman origins to Montreal in the 1930s. In the 

third part the social and economical conditions of Victorian Montreal are 

( , 
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aummarize<J, and a resumt§ of the principle owners and vill~iI, pre8ented. 

Par~ 4 addrssses, primarily, lite in the villa, the'major plan~ing problems 
) 

. archltects had to resolve, as well as factor& of change. Part 5 pr~ènt8 

the technologie al changes in the household which made possible a 

"domestic revolution" leading ultimately to the notion of the "machine ,à 

habiter" in the twentieth century. In the final part the writer raises 

some questions suggesting further avenues of r'esearch. 

, 
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Ai ~CALI:: k IMeH ·1 fOOT ~lD\! 

ILL 1 Early ''People's Villa", (1906) fram The Canadian Architect and 

Builder, November 1906 
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2.0 HlSTORICAL ŒVEt:CPKNT ()f." Tt-E TYPE 

2.1 

"Yesterday 1 came ta the villa of Careggi, not to cultlvate 
my fields but my soule Come ta us, Marsilio, as soon as 
possible. Bring with you our Plato's book De Summo Bono. 
This, 1 suppose, you haveJlalr,:ady translated from the Greek 
language into Latin as lIou promised. 1 desire nothing so 
much as to know the best road ta happiness"l Cosimo de 
Medicl, 1462 

The Terrn "Villa" 

T"he t,erm "villa" in the Victorian and Edwardian contèxt, was 

commonly associated with a detached house, in an "ltalianated 

manner", set in a garden. Coffin uses the term to refer ta a1l . 
'country or non-urban residences which were inhabited by the 

Renaissance elite whose "political, religious, commercial or social 

activities" were related to the City of Rome. In both the English 

and Italian traditions, the term villa was reserved for a rural or 

suburban residence of a "wealthy person". 

1 
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The Villa as ReuJ't 

The villà as an architectural tYfie has a long history - in the 

writings of both Cicero and Pliny, accounts of life o!", th,eir country 

estates fired the imagmation of architects from the Renaissance to 

the present day. The nineteenth century German archltect Karl 
r 

Friedrich Schinkel was inspired to attempt an archi tectural 

reconstruction of Pliny's villa based on the evocatlve Images which 

abound in Pliny's writing. Durlng a 1981-1982 concours d'emulation, 

David Bingelman recreated another of Pliny's villas. Renaissance 

architect Michelozzo di Bartolomeo ln 1458 designed his Villa 

Medici at Fiesole as a villa antiea. The villa ethos as formulated in 
\ 

the work of Andrea Palladio was eX[?9rted to England, France and 

North America. In Montreal, the wJstern ?lope of Mount Royal 

became an accepted site for the villas of the rIch and successful. 

Among the earliest perhaps, was Terra Nova, designed by George 

BroVfne for the Molson Famil~ ln the 1840's. 

" A re-occuring theme in architectural literature, IS that of the villa 

as a retreat to withdraw ta, where one can persue a peaceful and 

private li fe. According to Alberti, for ex ample, the villa allows 

one ta 

" ... flee those upraars, thase tumults, that tempest of 
the world, of the Piazza, of the palace. You can hide 
yourself in the Villa in arder nat to see the rasealities, 
the villanies, >and quantity of wicked men which 
constantly pan before your eyes in the ci ty"Z 

{ 

.. 
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t> 
The idea of the villa (and its garden) being a place of escape tram 

, 
the urban and social reali ty was not only a Renaissance idea but is 

also a recurring theme from the Enlightenment to the twentietn 

cen.tury; Roger North In his Treatise on BUilding (1695) describes 

the villa as a "Iodge for the sake of a garden, ta retire ta enjoy and 

'sleep without pretence to l''any persons" 3. 

Herbert Gans' book in 19764 clearly stated the hlgh level of 
\ 

satisfaction middle class buyers had expressed with the suburban 

developments bull t durmg the 1960's.- ta the,m, the suburban house, 

suburb and way of life was highly desirable and lia good investment" 

in an expariding economic climate. 

The concept of "villeggiatura", the withdrawal' of the urban 

Romans to their country estates, after Coffin, is particularly 

Italiarr, a tradition which survived well in~o the Rel'}aissance 

aJt~augh the term "Villa" emerged mu ch later, as did the transition 

tram production tarm ta a "re50rt". 

f-~ 

"Even in the second half of the slxteentR'-çentury those 
complexes, like the Villa Madama and the Villa GlUlia, 
which never developed great formaJ gardens, continued 
ta be called "vigne". 50 the Frenchman, Pierre Belon, 
who was in Italy between J546 and J549, especially 
noted that what the French might caU "fields enclosed 
by hedges or hunting parks, or gardens" the Romans 
wouJd denote as "vlgna" (vinea)"S 

.. 
Furth~r, according ta Coffin, in the lat el' part of the sixteenth 

century, the .work "glardino" or "orti" often replaced "vigna", used 

\ . 
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partieularly in the context of country houses with for~al gardens 

such as the Orti Du Bellay (1554), Giardino Vitelli (1566), or the 

Villa d'Este at Tivoli, 'whieh was sometimes known as the "giardino 

e palazzo". AIso, the Villa Medici or the Pindan Hill, was . 
originally r-efer-red to as "vigna" white inhabied by Cardinal Ricci, 

yet was known after 1576 as giardino after the extensive 

landseaping by Cardinal Medici had been completed. Coffin notes 

that the term ~illa was seld~m used in popular cor-respondence in 

favour of giardino, whereas the term is ffequently used ln the more 

formai treatise;. 

} 

Another Roman tradition, that of "villa Dialogue", (perhaps an 
\ 
early prototype of today's think tank?) as described by Cicero, (who 

called his villa the Academie, after Plata) was revi~ed by the 

,Renaiss.ance; the notion of philosophieal and polltical discourse was 

assoCiated with the- element of retreat from the realitles of urban 

life. Although sorne of the written references ta the fourteenth 

and early fifteenth century dialogues are fictitlOUS, hterary and 

philosophicai groups did me'et in the gardens of F!orence; groups 

met in the Paradico of AI~erti, the Monastery of S. Spirito and 

Poggio ~raceiolini ~ Terr-aml0va6• After Vespasiano, Branco 

Saccheli entertained -florentinE! sëhùlars twice a year at his villa 
, . 

for politieal and ,li ter~ry disc~ursé; 

"In his houae no gam~~ of any kind were played" as is 
"'.:. done in J1:Iost v illas,,7 ~ 

, 
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The concept of the villa as a prIvate retreat for the enJoyment of 

the contemplative lite with family and frlends, Isolated fl'om the 

pressures of the City, would açl'pear ta become increasIngly popular 

durmg the flfteenth century. An account by Coffin 8 of the 

correspondence between Bruni and Rossi of the former's vlsit ta 

the villa of the Archlblshop of Plsa (1408) Indlcates that the vIlla 

facilttated an escape, not only from urban society, but also tram 

conventIon: 

( 
" .•• hke boys they frollcked nude ln the river to the 
amusement of the Archblshop .• , th en they dined before 
mountlng horses for jaunts through the cornflelds and 
meadows or watched the nude farmers wrestle ln the 
sand"B 

The Idyllic Ilfe, as alluded ta by RossI and Bruni, a ltfestyle of 

freedom, Innocence, youth, escape, IS made possible by locatIOn -

whether suburban or ex-urban. "VIlleglatura", IS factlltated by the 

symblotic relatlOnshlp of vIlla and garden, sa much so, that the 

Renaissance relationshlp of villa and garden IS turned Inslde out 

during the Seventeenth centurYi the usual Renaissance relatlOnship 

af building to garden, (although Civil engineering works may be 

extensive) is that of a dominant building set In a landscape adapted 

ta architectural intent, for example, the Villa Medicl, V dia d'Este 

at Rome or Villa d'Este at Tivoli. Conversely, the Seventeenth 

century saw the garden increase In slze and Importance ta the 

point where the villa building was reduced to "a plece of decoratlon 

withm the garden, not unlike some of the great fountains and 

waterworks, as at the Villa Lante at Bagnala or the gardens of 

Cardinal Du Bellay in Rome"9. 
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The des ire of a "Iodge for the sake of a garden" re-occurs regularJy 

in written history from the Renaissance to the villas in Montreal. 

Building the villa and laymg out the garden' agamst a mountain, or 

a hill, reiIects an ancient tradition of countryhouse bUilding, 

whether ln Italy, England, or North America. Conslstently a 

preference for high ground IS mdicated, for reasons of heaJth, clean 

air, breezes, better drainage, view (ta see and be seen) and 
, 

dominance/power. Pliny described his "Tuscan villa" In a letter as 

being: 

"at the very foot of the Apennines, whlch are 
conSldered the healthlest of mountalns .•. the summer IS 

wonderfully tempera te, for there is always some 
movement of the alr ..• "IO 

Phny's evocations are also reflected In the attitudes of the 

Renaissance, the Enhghtenment and the Victorlans; not only should 

the envlronment facllitate physlcal well-~eing, but also strengthen 

the "soul", a theme which also often occurs ln Renaissance wrltmg. 

For example, the Medicis returned ta the famlly villa to prepare 

for the advance of deathll; Cosimo died at Careggl ln 1464, 

Lorenzo ln 1440, and Lorenzo the Magnlficent 1492. Benedetto 

Cotrugll, wrlting ln Naples ln (1458)12 suggested that the merchant 

should retire ta hls Villa wlth the chaplaIn ln old age to prepare for 

death and ta read the SCrlpt':;res. 

- --------- ------ --- -------
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2.3 The Villa as Power House 

By contrast, the reason for building the Engilsh manor house on 

high ground was for the protection of lite durtng the Middle Ages, 

and ta symbollze power untll late Into the nlneteenth century. Not 

only were the consIderatIOns of health Important, but also that of a 

defenslve system and a power symbol. The country house was the 

seat of the rulmg class, a "powerhouse". Here IJved the sqUIre, and 

later the member of Parltament. Accordlng to GIrouard the 

ownershlp of land ln pre-mdustrlal England formed the basis of 

power because landowners, as opposed to merchants, formed the 

domtnatmg class; 

~ 

" .•• people did not lIve ln country houses unless they 
elther possessed power, or by settmg up m a country 
house were maklng a bld to possess It"13 

The English mannor house became symbolic of not only the 

indivlduaJ's power and wealth, but of the neat and ordered SOCIal 

system with god and sovereign at the pinacle and well-defmed role 

and place for everyone else. The relatIon of the owner of the 

manor house ta the surroundtng villagers IS perhaps best expressed 

by the fallowing excerpt from a popular Victorlan prayer 

"God bless the SqUIre and His Relations and Keep Us ln 

our Proper Stations." 

The ownership of land secured power, whether the owner actlvely 

engaged in agriculture or sublet to others. Land generated revenue 
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(through rents, pro duce or sub-surface rights) and formed the basls 

for conscription and voter registratlon. Obviously, more land 

translated IOta more power, and this goal wes pursued avidly by 

marrlage. Property endures to thls day as the best basls for the 

foundlng of dynastIes. 

The Engllsh and continental countryhouse \was the headquarters for 

land administration and government. It ~lso was a show case to 

impress vlsitors, supporters, ailles or enerles allke. Each house 

was in essence a monument ta the suchesses of ItS owners. 

According to Girouard; 

"The size and pretenSlons of such houses were an 
accurate Index of the ambltlans ••. of thelr owners. 
When a new man bought an estate and bullt on it, the 
klnd of house whlch he butlt showed exactly what level 
of power he was almJng at. ff the head of an 
established famlly was ambltlaus to ralse ItS status - or 
slmply ta keep up with neV{; arrivais - one of the most 
obvious means towards domg sa was to rebUlld or 
improve his house. New houses could be a cause of 
much local stress and excltement - as was the case with 
Sir Robert Walpole's Haughton ln Norfolk, and Lord 

oVerney's Claydon ln Buckmghamshlre.,,14 

Another element ln country house deSign ln the Engllsh and 

contmental tradition, was thè idea of pleasure. The ha uses were 

designed to whittle away long hours of lei sure and boredam. Some, 

Iike the Itallan ex amples, were no longer workmg farms but bUllt 

for pleasure only; Marie Antolnette's Petit Trianon is perhaps the 

best-known example but the populatity of huntmg lodges or the 

l 
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famous eighteenth century pleasure villas in the Thames valley also 

come to mind. 

Centralizatlon of, power and government, 

formation of cIty states in Italy, or 

whether wlth the 

large centralized 

administratIon sucn' as those ce~tel'mg around Paris and London had 

the effect that landowners often had to leave thelr estates for long 

perlOds ta ltve near the capital. Many acquired townhouses or 

suburban villas wh de the poorer reJations "took 'up lodgmgs". Rural 

retreats sprang up around the outsklrts of London, m the 

countryslde, yet convemently located ta reach Westminster by 

horse or carnage ln areas such as Chlswlck or Hampstead. 

Girouard notes a trend ta separa te the "llfe on the land" and "urban 

life" by 1800. He mdlcates that by the mlddle of the nmeteenth 

century thls dlfference became almost a rule expressed ln 

architectural style and form. For example, he quo tes the actions 

of the Earl of Ellesmere as belng typlcal. The Earl bullt hlmself an 
L 
Italian palazzo ln Mayfair and a Tudor-style countryhouse in 

Lancashire. Girouard attributes thls split to symbol!cally reflect a 

change ln the power structure; the monopoly of the upper class was 

being eroded, caused primarlly by the emergence of the nouveaux 

riche and ultimately the reorganizatlOn of society on the basls of 

class. Wealth and power was no longer secured by land. The 

reorganization of society caused by the Industrial Revolution 

farced the upper classes to rule ln partnershlp wlth an urban 

middleclass, and finally with the largest group, the Proletariat; 



"The centre of power began ta move down the social 
scale. First the gentry, then the middle classes, and 
ultimately the working classes grew in power and 
independence ••• The most successful (upper class) 
families were those who accepted it, and, as the basis 
of their mherited status and expertise, set out ta' le ad 
the classes below theirs ••• But leadership of this klnd 
involved associations; as a result, first the gentry and 
th en the middle classes disappeared from great 
households as employees or subordinates, and 
reappeared as guests. If 15 
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These guests acquired, of course, in England or in the Imperial 

colonies, cauntryhouses of their own ta secure their own worth, ta 

impress their frlends and enemies, and ta marry into "more 

established" familles. 

This pattern is evident in [ndia, Australia, South A frica and 

Canada. In nineteenth century Montreal the "princes" of the fur 

trade, the industrial "barons" or merchant "kmgs", acqulred villas; 

powerful English families such as the MoIsons, Redpaths, Ogilvies, 

Sir William MacDonald or Hugh Allan am8ssed vast fortunes which 

were translated in an architectural form. The resulting villas 

were startling reflectlOns of the ancient regime of Europe and 

England: different and yet familiar. The hfestyle whlch this 

wealth facilitated, which Stephen Leacock refers ,to as "the 

arcadian ad ventures of the Idle rich", allowed for free time, 

entertainment and cultural pursuits, ln a pastoral mllieu away from 

the pressures of the commercial and indus trial life of Victorian 

Montreal. Here one could be safe from the villalns, lower classes, 

poor sanitation, and disease-infested siums, yet be withm travelling 

distance for work in the city. 

- \ 
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The villa in the New World is similar , and yet, perhaps, somewhat '" 

different from its Renaissance and English predecessor; in the 

Renaissance tradition the villas are inhabited by wealthy 

merchants and a leisure class, yet unlike Renaissance man, the 

Victorlan "master of the household" is not the one who actively 

pursues the ideal of "villa dialogue" - the world of the arts and such 

like entertainment is a feminine pursuit. Like the English country 

house, the Montreal villa is a seat of power, the lord no longer 

controls the land but rather in North America, its resources, 

whether raw, industrial or labour. In a way, the New World villa, 

combines sorne elements from the two traditions and also creates a 

tradition of its own. That this tradition 15 strong even yet is 

surprising but, as will be argued later, the idyll of the villa has 

become today's suburban ideal. The concept of "villeggiatura" 

survives as an arcadian state in the detached single family house in 

a garden; 

" ... the suburb is perhaps most importantly a state of 
mind based on imagery and symbolism. Suburbia's 
curving roads and tended lawns, its houses with pitched 
roofs, shuttered windoes and colonial, or otherwise 
elaborated doorways, aIl speak of communities which 
value the tradition of family, pride and ownership, and 
rurallife."16 \ , 

2.4 The Plan Form 

Whereas the concept of the villa as a private retreat for the 

privileged classes may have remained essentially unchanged from 

Pliny's Rome to rsent day, the plan form has evolved 

1 
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dramatically; excavated examples of Roman villas differ 

dramatically from those built in the Renaissance, the Age of 

ReasQn, or the nineteenth century, although some architectural 

eJements, su ch a~ columns or architraves may suggest closer 

linkages. 

The Roman villa was typically a traditlOnal court yard hoùse with 

rooms arranged around an atrium or peristyle. For example, the 

remains of a Roman villa excavated in the Cotswolds near 

Winchcombe, Gloucestershire 17 IS in plan a peristyle court yard 

house type, with each wing zoned for a speciflc function. The 

"public zone", triclinIum, kltchen and reception rooms were In the 

south wing, wlth the bedrooms and bathroam located ln the western 

leg of the u-shaped plan. The slave quarters were ln the eastern 

black, entirely separate from the rest of the house. As in mast 

villas the (tablinum) receptlan raam (2) was lacated on the 

entrance axis. The kitchen (cuhva) was lacated at 8 wlth adjacent 

ancillary storage roms (9). The bathroom was provlded in the farm 

of a separate suite of raoms (12 and 13) wlth an entrance directly 

off the court yard. The frigidarium was at 12 whlle the raams 

marked 13 on the plan were heated fram stoke hale 14 and may have 

been used as tepidarium and coldarium. A ealonade (16) wrapped 

around the atrium and provided a proteeted aecess. 

The Cotswolds villa is essentially similar in plan to those excavated 

in Pompeii, Rome, Spain or North A frica, - foUowing an 

atrium/peristyle configuration with the tablinurn on the entrance 

, 
-
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axis and rooms for guests, the famlly, slaves and receptions 

wrapped around the caurtyard. 

By contrast, the villa constructed during the Renaissance, the 

tlvilla classica", based on Plmy's or Cicero's writing, can be laoked 

at in plan form as a geometrlc pattern enclosmg space and creating 

vistas along axes which ex tend inta the garden. Perhaps the most 

architectural villa is Andrea Palladio's Villa La Rotonda (1570). 

The plan is a perfect symmetrical pattern enclosed ln a square wlth 

two mam axes intersectmg under the dome. Space ex tends from 

the rotonda in the four cardinal directions Into the garden along 

the axes to eterm ty; 

" ••• the four identical temple fronts do more th an act as 
a classicizing symbol ..• Externally they create shady 
belevederes tram which ta admire vistas off ta the 
hills, the rtVer, or the corn fields. Internally, the 
porticoes connect up with wide corridors that penetrate 
back ta a large round room, rlstng the full helght and 
once open ta the sky. Here the crisscrossmg axes give 
the visitor the sensation of looking out from the centre 
of the universe"18 

The Renaissance garden also laid a geometrlc pattern on the 

landscape, extending the axes and creating new unlimited vistas, 

and long alleys with dense trees or hedges, for ex ample at the VHlB 

FBrnesina and Vigna Farnese, the Vila Carafa-Este, or the Villa 

Medici, aU near Rome19. 

-
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The ~'reconstructed" Renaissance villa based on the interpretation 

of literature and "archeology" was emulated in the rest of Europe 

and England as the idees of the Renaissance spread across Western 

Europe. 

The rediscovery of Vitruvius and an interest in the letters of Pliny, 

coupled with social and economlc conditIOns, spawned an 

architecture of villas. According to Charney 20 a "vlta rustica" led 

ta a "villa rustica" which in architectural terms was advanced by 

Alberti, Scamozzi and Palladio, based on the "interpretatlon of 

antique models"21• These models were based on Roman ruins and 

literary references. An architectural language was created, 

established on affimty ta the literary text and selected rUlns. As 

Charney tndlcated, one "exercise proceeded from another, each 

reinterpreted the other,"21 wlth the result that after three 

centuries of "emulation" a style existed whlch had a life and form 

of ItS own. By the mneteenth century wlth the lnstltutlonallzation 

of architecture the villa represented a type, as Charney states22 

not archeologicaUy "correct", but a "sustamed traditIOn of 

interpretlve drawings which se,rved ta internalize the figura of 

what we understand ta be archltecture"Z2. Montreal ex amples are 

Monklands, an English-neo-Palladian villa, Temple Grove (1830'5) 

and T erra Nova. 

According ta Girouard23 up until the seventeenth century the need 

for'privacy was not a force in the shaping of the plan of the English 

Countryhouses. The desire for privacy is attributed ta the 

J _. 
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fragmentation of what was an interdependent closely woven 
Q 

community living "under the same roor' for mutual protection. 

The need for privacy arase as society was re-arranged based on a 

c1ass structure. Whereas the term "family" referred ta a11 the 

individuals IIvmg under the same roof Ln the Middle Ages, It meant 

only the wlfe and chlldren by the 'ntneteenth century. The 

architectural plan became 10creasmgly an exercise to separate 

family and servants and ta crea te separate worlds for each. 

Couplea with Ideas of scientlflc method and functional planning, 

which by the end of the Vlctorlan era meant Ifa room for each use", 

planning the country house evolved- IOta a complex exercise of 

separat10g the servants' circulation routes from the rest of the 

household and ta create intrlcate combinat Ions of speclalized 

rooms whlch were com/ement and comfortable. 

Frankhn Identlfied a number of typical plan types24 some of which , 
are also to be found 10 Montreal. Firstly, the classlcal prototype, 

belonging ta the tradition of emulation, has its roots 10 the 

Renaissance. The plan is usua11y a square or rectangular black, 

which is di vided IOta rectangular compartments, arranged 

symmetrically along the axes, whlch form the circulation routes. 

The typical example IS the nine square grtd employed by Palladio. 

British Examples are Bylaugh Hall (1849-52) by Charles Barry, or 

Clouds 0881-6) by Phillip Webb. The Mortimer B. DaVIS residence 

Temple Grave, F. Orr Lewis House, Terra Nova, and Maison AIme 

Geoffrion are typical examples in Montreal of Classical planning. 

1 
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F"ranklin's second prototype is modelled on historieal revival; the 

Elizabethan "H" or "E" plan, where the master8' wing, the servants' 

wing and the stables are arranged around a kitchen court yard, such 

as Harlaxtan Manor 0832-1837). ~ 

The third typical plan form, according to Franklm, is what she 

terms "free-planning". Here an assembly of related rooms are 

clustered around a central element, usually a Great Hall, in a 

"free-style" manner. The top-lit-hall was the popular focus in 

Norman Shaw's country hause designs; ex amples are Pierreport, 

Adcote (1870'8) and the Hal1ams (1894-5). 

Towards the end of the Olneteenth century the ''Butterfly Plan" was 

deve1oped, primarily to "trap the sun"; Norman Shaw at Chesters 

(1891), Lut yens at Papillan Hall (1902-1904) or Edward Mante's 
" . 

KeUing Hall. The notion of deslgning houses to aHow for maximum 

sun penetration spawned another type of form whlch Franklin calls 

the north corridor plan. This type became partlcularly popular 

amongst the Arts and Crafts archltects who deslgned smaller 

country houses. 

The nineteenth century villa, whether designed in the Italianated 

style or as an assymetrical fantasy (i.e. Braehead) had a functional 

plan, laid. down primarily by convention. Towards the turn of the 

century, the houses were increasingly appointed with mechanical 

devices in order ta enhance convenience and comfort for its 

inhabitants. 
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Laurentine ViJla -Restitution, David- Bmgelman, 1982, Pierre de la 

Ruff}nere du Prey, The Fifth Column. 
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ILL 5 The Villa Capra (Rotonde) Vicenza by Andrea Palladio (1567-), Rowe 
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Laurentme Villa Restitution, Karl Friedrich Schmkel, 1841., Pierre de 

la Ruffinere du Prey, The Flfth Column. 
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KELLING HAll 

Kelling Hall by Edward Ma!"te, 1912-3. An Arts and Crafts 'butterfly' 

house. Franklm 
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T erra Nova, 1848, John Molson, 4300 CherTlin de la Rene-Marie, 

Architect George Browne, C.C.A. Collection, Montreal 
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Maison Aime Geoffrion, 1930, 815 Belmont Avenue, Architects L.A. & 

P.C. Amos. C.C.A. Collection, Montreal 
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3.0 n-E OWl'ERS AND Tt-E VILLAS 

"There never was, 1 suppose ln the hlstory of the world a time 
when the sheer vulgar fatness of wealth, without any kind of 

,(arlstocratle elegance to redeem it, was 50 obstruslve as ln 
those years before 1914 ••• the extraordmary thing was the way 
ln which everyone took It for granted that thls oozing, 
bulglng wealth of the Engllsh upper and upper-middle classes 
would last forever, and was part of the order of 
thlngs ••• Before the war the worshlp of money was entlrely 
unreflectlng and untroubled by any pang of conscience. The 
goodness of money was as unmistakable as the goodness of 
health or beauty, and a glittermg car, a tltle or jl~orde of 
servants was mixed up in people's minds wlth t'he Idea of 
actual moral virtue"l 

J.l Victorian Montreal 
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; Orwell's bitter description of the years before 1914, summanzes, 

(perhaps), the soclo-economic expectations and idealized ltfestyle 

of at least two generations of the Montreal elite. This eItte, by 

and large English speaking and of imperialist sentiment (One Flag~ 

, 

) 
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One Fleet~ One Throne~); established their claim to privilege, not 

by birth, but through wealth. 

The nineteenth century in Can~c!~ was- marked by rapid change, of 

, which the mosL-flÎ'OrT'llnent, was perhaps, the "replacement of 

wildérnes;-by civllization"2 j Canada was tr~r:!~JormeO from an 

agricultural ta an industrial society; a--tr~nsformation which was 

e)(tremely profitable for a few. ,And Montreal, because of its 
- ~ 

location as a transportation nucleus, was at the centre of this 

wealth. T.~e men who built their fortunes on commerce, the 

"princes" of the fur trade, bankmg, shipping or the r.ailway, like 

thelr Renaissance merchant predecessors, sought to e)(press 

success and power ln thelr residences. What better choice, in 

terms of architectural symbolism and lifestyle, than the villa? Did 

the villa nat imply as "the best style" for a country house, 

elegance, cam fort, refi,nement and a pastoral existence? And was 

the concept of "villageatura" not more appropriate ln the 

nineteenth century? 

By choiee, the wealthy abandoned the overcrowded city and 
i 

"withdrew" to pastoral esta tes agamst Mount Royal. The location 
" 

offered isolation, rusticity and an environment suitable for family 

living, in a society where kinship' and the family was central ta 

individual re~ity. 

Montreal developed as a major economie cent~ from the 1850'5 

onward. Until then, the city suffered an economic depression, 

, ' 
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brought about, accordmg to Gersovltz 3 by economlc and 

demographlc factors, such as the repeal of the Engllsh corn laws, a 

drop ln trade wlth the United States, the ch';:llera epldemlc of 1832 

and the "shlp fever plague" of 1842. A contemporary traveller 

noted the followlng: 

"Montreal wears a dlsmal aspect: the population wlthln 
the last few years has decreased some thousands ... the 
streets look deserted ... Buddmgs burned a year ago are 
still ln rUlns. Every thlrd store seems ta want an 
occupant, and empty houses groan for tenants ... .,4 

Over the next two decades, the fortunes of the city changed wlth 

the development of new transportation technologies. In IB53, the 

Grand Trunk Ra!lway lme was opened to Portland Maine and by 

1856 the city was Ilnked by rail to New York. Improvements to the 

harbour were undertaken durlng the 1850'5 ta provlde dockmg 

facllities for steam shlps. The Prince of Wales opened the V Ictona 

Bridge m 1860. Gersovltz 5 notes that ln 1880, Montreal was 

connected by rad to most Canadlan and U.S. urban centres. 

Furthermore, Industrlal development was encouraged by the 1~54 

Reclproclty Treaty wlth the United States and Canada's neutra! 

positIOn ln the Amencan Civil War - the British could trade 

through Montreal wlth the North and the South. The city 

developed as a banklng, manufactunng and processmg centre, wlth 

sugar and flour mllls, englneenng and machine shops, sawmllis and 

brewerles. 

v' 
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The population also Increased rapldly wlth IndustrlallzatlOn, fram 

57,715 ln 1851 ta 118,000 ln 1871 and ta about 2')0,000 ln 19116 . By 

1874 a settlement pattern along class structure was flrmly 

establ1shed. The rlch llved agalnst the hlll and cammuted Into the 

CI ty for bUSiness; " .•. v Illas and pleasure grounds ... covered the 

hlllslde"7. The poor (warkmg class' llved below ln Çnfflntawn, 

"Pointe St. Charles and m the east end. Gabrielle Roy descnbed ., 
thls geographlcal polarlty as follows: 

"Here wealth and poverty stare each other ln the face, 
Westmount tram above, Saint Henri at Its feet. 
Between them rlse the bel frles"a 

\ 

By the 1860's, the largely fur based economy of Montreal was belng 

repJaced by a more dlverslfled economlc base, JargeJy due to the 

transportation netwarks bullt ln the 1850'5. More and more 

opportunltles were created for locals or Immigrants who couJd 

develop and control new enterpflses. Accordmg ta Cooper; 

" ••• the beneflclafles were those who couJd control some 
new enterprlse, take advantage of the new Ilnes of 
transportatIOn or manlpulate money. Returns from 
Industry were hlgh, wages and costs of raw materlals 
belng cq,rrespondmgly low ..... 9 

The beneflclarles of the new enterpnses were predommantly 

Engllsh speakmg and thls affluent ellte domlnated the commercial, 

SOCial, pol1tlal and phllanthroplc order of the city for nearly a 

century. 
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The Engllsh socletv, to whlch belonged famlles such as the Moisons 

'beer, Rqèdpath 'construction, sugar refJncng" Ogllvle 'flour milis , 

Sir William MacDonald 'tobacco and Hugh ,l.lIan 'shIPPlngJ , was 

often descrlbed as belng "dull, reserved, oppressive" and 

"plutocratlc"ll. MortonL:' noted that rnanv of these "colonial 

familles wno made It" often cultlvated the British connectlOn - It 

was conSldered a "step-up" ln society wherl a Canadlan girl 'llarrled 

a Bntlsh offlcer statlOned ln Montreal. 

3.2 Ravenscrag 

Gersovltz 13 Singles Sir Hugh ,l.llan out as a tvplca! embodlment of 

thls class. He emlgrated to Can1da from 5cotland ln 1826 at the 

age of sixteen to work for a loclii shlpplng flrm. ,l.t the age of 26 

he was a partner ln a shlp building undertaklng, and ten vears tater, 

he and hls younger brother establlshed a sailmg shlp company. 

Allan soon bullt Iron-hulled shlps whlch were supp!led to the grltlsh 

Navy durmg the Crlmean War. HIS H and ~ ~lIan Steamshlp 
." 

Company by 1861 owned more than twenty ShlpS. Sir Hugh started 

construction on hls 'Ravenscrag' dOZ') Plne Avenue West ln 1861, 

whlch was perhaps the most Iuxurlous 

Accordtng ta Gersovltzj 

VI Jla ln Montea!. 

"The hOU~ the physlcal expresSIOn of Allan's 
fortune and power. In choosJng to name It aRer the 
resldence of the Earls of Lorne, he was no doubt 
assertmg that he tao was flch, and Influentlal, that he 
tao had 'arnved'. It was a gesture designed to lend 
prestige ta hls nouveau-riche ongJns ll14 

- - -- --- - ------
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Sir Hugh became the president of many compantes over hlB Itfe­

tlme, mcludmg the Montreal Telegraph Company, the Canadlan 

NavigatIOn Company, the Merchant's Bank of Canada, the Mulgrave 

Gold Mlnmg Company and the Canada Marble Company. Allan was 

kmghted ln 1871. The house remalned ln family hands untll the 

1940'5 when It became a mental Institution. 

,., Lord Mount Stephen's Resldence 

One of the most elaborate houses of the 1800'5 was Lord Mount 

"';Stephen's house on Drummond Street. George Stevens was also a 

Scotsman, barn ln 1829. He arnved ln Montreal ln 1850 and built a 

fortune rnanufacturlng textiles. foilS business Interests were qUI te 

dlverslfled by 1880 when he became president of the Canadlan 

Paclflc R.atlway. He also acted as President of the Bank of 

Montreal. 

ln 1880 Stephens commlSSloned Archltect William T. Thomas ta 

design a resldence sUltable ta hls new status. The building COl3t 

$6ElO,ôOO accord mg ta The Story of the Mount Stephen Club15
f / 

Stephens was kmghted ln 1886 for hls philanthroplc works. (He and 

hls COUSin Donald Smith (Lord Strathcona) donated huge sums of 

rnoney towards the Victoria Hospital. 

ln England Stephens was v.oted "a Peer of the Realm" wlth the tltle 

Baron Mount Stephen. The house was purchase~ by Robert 

---------



'. 

43 

Melghen, Esq., to become one of the resldences whlch became 

famous for Its garden parties and guests before It became the 

Mount Stephen Club ln 1926. 

J.~ HucjI Graham Residence 

Hugh Graham, another promlnent capltallst, was barn ln Lower 

Canada ln 1848 tram Scottish parents. He became edltor of the 

Dally and the Weekly Star at the turn of the century. Graham's 

patrlotlc and social columns earned hlm a knJghthood ln 1908 and a 

peerage ln 1917 wlth the tltle Lord Atholstan of Huntlngdon, 

Quebec and of Edmburgh 16. 

Graham commlssloned Dunlop and HerlOt, a local flrm of 

archltects to design hls house at 1172 Sherbrooke Street West 

(c.1896). The house was deslgned ln a classlc Idlom, perhaps 
"-remlnlscent of the Pulttzer and Whitney mansions on FI fth Avenue 

by McKlm, Mead and White, 1903. 

3.5 Hosmer Houlle 

The Hosmer House at 3630 Drummond Street was deslgned by 

Edward Maxwell for Charles Hosmer. Hos~. was barn ln Coteau 

Landlng, Quebec, ln 1851. He left the localb3001 ta work for the 

Grand Trunk Rallway. J Hosmer founded the Canadlan Mutual 

Telegraph Company, acqUired the management of the Canadlan 

Paclflc Rallway telegraph system, and became the preSident of the 

,.. 
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Ogllvle Flour Company as weil as a dlrector of twenty-slx other 

• compames17 . The Hosmer resldence, descrlbed'ln a Board of T rade 

Publication (1907) as "one of the newest and most Imposlng 

resldences ••• bullt ln the modern style of palatlal archltecture ... "18 

wes deslgned as a statement ta symbollze Hosmer's status and 

wealth ln a French baroque Idlom, reflec;tlng some of Maxwell's 

Bostoman Ecole des Beaux-Arts training. The tntertor was 

decorated ln slxteenth century [tallan Renaissance (llbrary), LoUIS 

XV (rec-aptlon room), LOUIS XVI ;drawlng room), and French Gothlc 

(dlntng room)19. The building IS now owned by McGlll UniversIty. 

:J.6 Roes Resldence 

The Ross resldence at 3647 Peel Street, was also deslgned by the 

Maxwell brothers. Commander Ross was a sportsman, raclng 

enthuslast, bUSinessman and "noted for hls expansive 

hospltahty"ZO. (Ross kept thlrty servants as late as the 1920's to 

manage hls house.) The front faeade IS ln a Bostoman new classlcal 

manner, perfectly symmetrlcal. Ross' father, the mlllionaire 

James Ross, headed the contraetlng team whlch pushed the C.P.R. 

Ime through the Rockles. HIS VIlla on Peel Street was deslgned by 

Bruce Prlce (1893) ln the "C.P.R. chateau style". 

:J.7 Maison Residence 

The Herbert Molson ReSidence at 3617 Avenue du Musee (1911-1913) 

by Archltect Robert Flndlay, was also des1gned for a bUSinessman, 



, 
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brewer, fmanCler and "gentieman"Zl. Molson served as dlrector on 

the board of the Bank of Montreal, the Royal Trust Company and 

Bell Canada. He was a member of promanent gentlemen's clubs 

such as the Racquet and Tennts Club ln New York. The fa cade IS a 

c1asslcal statement WI th careful attentIon to detall. Accordlng to 

Kollar's MansIons of the Golden Square' Mlle,n the Inter'lOr reveals 

both Engltsh and French Influences; the drawlng room was 

decorated ln a Iight Fr~nch rococo style (femlnlne) ln contrast ta 

the stalrcase and bdllard rooms, whlch were "Engllsh" (male?). The 

house IS now occupled by the Russlan Consulale. 

'J.8 Purvis Hall 

Purvls Hall, formerly the resldence of SIr MortImer B. DavIs, at 

10ZO Pine Avenue, was deslgned by Rabert F mdley ln 1907-1908. 

DavIs, barn ln Montreal ln 1864, was known as the "Tobacco Kmg of 

Canada". DavIs was President of the Amerlcan Tobacca Company 

of Canada and served as dlrector of the Umon Bank. A typlcal 

Vlctonan, he was liA man of varled Interests, powerful, Influentlal 

and wealthy"Z3 who chose ta express that wealth ln hls house. He 

bought a lot on Peel Street at the corner of Pme Avenue across 

tram Sir Hugh Allan's "Ravenscrag". The Villa IS designed ln a 

restratned RenaIssance style, perched hlgh agalnst the hlll wlth ail 

the prIncIpal rooms overJookmg the garden at the back. 

The house was bought by the Purvls famlly who redecorated It. 

They occupled It far six years before donatmg it to McGlI1 

Untverslty. 
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3.9 The Typical Plan ( 

The plannmg pattern of the Webster24 , Ravenscrag, Lord Mount 

Stephen's house, Hugh Graham, Hosmer, Ross, Herbert Molson and 

Purvis Hall 15 a conttnuatlOn of a Vlctorlan traditIOn whlch was 

establlshed as the tntegrated household 0 f the elghteenth entury 

was transformed, Although the Vlctorlan Villas were deslgned ln 

elther a classlcal or Gothlc style, (the Vlctorlans looked at 

architecture as a means of communlcatmg Ideas25 l, the plan form 

IS remarkably simllar m terms of the relatlOnshlp of rooms and use 

pat terns. V Ictorlan archl tects often designed f acades because the 

plan form, 

convention. 

once establJshed, 

Both the 

was laid 

classlcal 

down 

villas 

rtgldly 

(Orr 

through 

LeWIS, 

Mortimer B. oa'1IS, Ross, Melghen, Hosmer, Hugh Graham, 

MacKay l, or the Romantlc ones, based loosely on the EnglJsh 

tradition (Sir Henry Vincent Meredith and Ornm SqUire Wood) 

exhlblt a remarkably simllar plan;' and above aH the y reqUired a 

large number of servants to operate. Allan 80tt descrlbes the 

~. Zeltgelst and VIlla mterlors ln hls IrOniC statement: 

"The Vlctorlan home, IIke the V Ictorlan female body, 
was weil covered, and Ilke the Vlctorlan female mmd, 
fllied ta overflowlng wlth superfIUltles ... wherev~r a 
draper y could be draped, there It hung ••. dark, dull and 
expenslve wallpapers .•• solld mahogany ln the dtnmg­
room, rlotmg faney ln drawmg-room. Clocks, vases, 
embrOldered stools, flrescreens, what nots, fancy 
brackets, wardrobes, toll~t glasses, washstands, towel 
rails, and pedestal cupboards. Every article stamped 
and earved and tWlsted wI,th ornament, a machIne-made 
ImitatIon of the furmshlngs of the great feudal palaces 
whlch every Vlctorlan householder set out to recreate 
wlthm the confines of hls own walls ••• ,,26 
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ILL If) Robert Melghen's ResIdence, Drummond Street, Board of Trade 

" 
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Robert Melghen's Residence, Drummond Street. A vlew of the 

"garden party" ln honour of Lord and Lady Eileen Roberts, July 1908, 

Board of T rade 
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Montreal Residence of Lord Strat,hcona and Mount Royal, Dorchester 

Street West, Board of Trade 
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ILL 19 Residence of Sir' Hugh Graham, Sherbrooke Street West, Board of 
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ILL 20 Charles R. Hosmer Reside.Qce, Upper D,rummond Street, Board of 

Trade 
, . 

\ 
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ILL 21 Ross Residence, Upper Peel Street, Board of Trade 
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ILL 22 Mortimer B. DavIs ResIdence, Pme Avenue, Board of Trade (;l 
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ILL n Residence for Mr. L.C. Webster, Westrnount BouJev8rj. Ground 'Joar 

and Gard~n Plan, ConstructIOn, Vol. 10, Na. 'J, May 1917. 
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4.0 lIVING IN THE VILLA 

"l Ife at Castel CastegglD, as the Newberry's loved to explam, 
was conducted on the very simplest plan. Early breakfast, 
country fashlOn, at nme o'clock; after that nothmg to eat tlll 
lunch, unless one cared to have lemonade or bottled ale sent 
out wlth a biscuit or a macaroon to the tennis court. Lunch 
Itself was a perfectly plain mldday meal, lasting ttll about 
1:30, and conslstmg simply of cold meats (say four kmds) and 
salads, wlth perhaps a made dlsh or two, and for anybody who 
cared for It, a hot steak or 8 chop, or both. A fter that one 
had coffee and cigarettes ln the shade of the piazza and 
w81ted for afternoon tea. ThiS latter was served at a wlcket 
table ln any part of the grounds that the gardener was not at 
that moment cltpplng, trlmmlng or otherwlse uSlng. 
A fternoon tea belng over, one rested or walked on the lawn 
tlllit W8S tlme ta dress for dtnner. 

ThiS Simple routtne was broken only by interruptions of 
people ln motors or motor boats. 

ThiS whole thlng, from the pOint of vlew of Mr. Spllllkms or 
Dulphenla or Philippa, represented rustlclty ltself'l. 

Stephen leacock 

')9 
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4.1 introduction 

Leacock's descriptIOn of "yJllegglature", through the eyes of 

Mr. Splillkans and the other charactersi descrlbes the Vlctorlan Idea 

of the villa; the urban eltte Nlthdraw to the 'rustlcltv' of the 

country house, as a ~Isltor oyer Neekends, and for the gentleman 

every day, after worklng ln the Clt", 

The ratlOnale, popularly expressed, for IIYlng ln the country 

suggests the Renaissance wrltlngs of COSimo de Medici or :'Ibertl; 

the city IS percelved as 'an eytl place' NhlCh 15 undeslrable ta Ilye 

ln for reasons of health, famtly 'and class). 

Conditions ln nlneteenth century Montreal, were very slmdar to 

those ln any other Industrlal urban centrei the r1ch llved agalnst 

the slopes of the mountaln and the paor In the siums of the City, 

Both groups lived ln separate communltles, not only geographlcally 

but also soclaUy; each group reducang Its contact wlth the other to 

the barest minimum. For the upper classes rubbJng shoulders wlth 

the poor was often not only regarded as soclally unacceptable, but 

also physlOloglcally undeslrable. Contact between the classes was 

reduced ta the relatlOnshlp of employer and employee (or 

benefactorJ. The Yllla, not only exemplifies the taste, style and 

~attern of llfe, but also bears wltness ta the sOCial order, an arder 

of two solitudes, hlerarchlcal househalds and the lite of the 'Idle 

rach'. 
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On the one hBnd, eXlsted a reahty of luxury laced wlth a pecullar 

sense of marBIlty, expressed bltterly by social crltics such as 

Orwell: 

" ••• there 5eems ta breathe farth a smell of the more 
vulgar, un-grawn-up klnd of luxury, a smell of 
brilllant ine and creme de menthe and soft-centred 
chocolates - an atmostphere, as ) t were, of eatmg 
everlBstlng strawberry lees on green lawns to the tune 
of the Eton Boardmg Song"2. 

And, on the ather hand, behlnd the balze doors, II...,ed 
and laboured a wen of servants, accordtng to Clrouard3, 
ln dark corridors, poky rooms surrounded by the 
"ghostly smeIJ of stale eabbage". 

4.2 Prlnclples of Planrung 

i 

/ 
/ 

The concept of deslgmrlq villas as two solttudes beeame 

Increasmgly popular durtng the eentury and was vlewed as 

'progressive', an Impro\lement on the elghteenth century mtegrated 

plan. Contemporary wrlters and practlcmg archltects on bath sides 

of the Atlantic advanced theorles simllar to those publtshed by 

Robert Kerr ln hls The Gentlemen's House; on the one hand: 

"Quiet comfort for hls famlly and guests, - thorough 
conventence for hls domestlcs, elegance and 
Importance wlthout ostentatlOn"4. 

yet 

"It is a flfst prmclple ... that the F amtly Rooms shaH be 
essentlally prlvate, and as much as possible the Famlly 
Thoroughfares. It becomes the foremost af a1l maxlms, 

1 

J 



therefore, however small the estallshment, that the 
5ervant's Department shall be separated from the Main 
House, 50 that what passes on elther side of the 
boundary shall be both invIsible and Inaudible on the. 
other ••• "S 
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The boundary between the worlds of the servants and the famdy 

was crossed by the 'servants' stalr', the only stalr whlch Ilnked ail 

the floors of the house, normally used onJy by servants and 

children. The efficient operatIOn of the house depended on the 

backstalr whlch conneeted the famlly sUites and kltchen 

departments. These stalrs were cllrnbed from 4 a.m. to II p.m. by a 

be",y 'of housemalds who carrled laundry, brass cans of water (for 

hlp baths), rneals, tollet Jugs and chddren From the basement to the 

garret. 

The success of the deSign of most V Ictorlan vdlas depended on the 

resolutlon of the servant movement pattern. To Increase 

efflclency, the service core Included, partleularly towards the turn 
< 

of the century when 'the servant problem' developed, 'mechanlcal 

alds', such as dumb wal ters or speakang tubes for better 

transportation and communicatlOlbetween floors. 

F urthermore, coupled wlth a 'need for prlvacy'. the V Ictoflan plan, 

IS a formai expressIOn of a pecullar 'sclentlflc theory' ln deSign. 

This theory, as advanced by Kerr ,Vaux, Mutheslus, Downing, or 

practlclng archltects was based on the premise the that each 

functlOn shall be separated, classlfJed and enclosed ln a specIfie 
, ... 
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space. Rooms, then of simllar classificatIOn and functlon are 

clustered ln a Unit. Once agam, accordmg ta Kerr; 

"every room m the house, accardmg ta Its purpose, shall 
be for that purpose satlsfactorlly contrtved ... "6 

ThiS passIOn for classification and partitIOn of use reached perhaps 

Its hlgh-polnt ln the rambllng Villas of the super rlch, such as ln 

Hugh Alan's Ravenscrag or Kerr's Bearwaod, Berkshire; separate 

corridors for servants, guests, marrled couples, bachelors and 

chlldren are ail 'contrlved' ta facilltate 'snug cam fart' and 

convemence. ThiS ethos IS e><pressed, somewhat sentlmentally, by 

a popular Inglenaak expressIOn; 'Here's ta the Ingle where True 

Hearts Mmgle'. And ln the Mount Royal Villas, many hearts dld 

mlngle. 

4.3 The Household 

The Vlctorlan and Edwardlan household was large. 1 t usuall y 

comprlsed ty.'o distinct realttles and a tWllIght zone; the term 

'famlly' descflbed members of the extended famlly and those 

ineVitable guests, whereas the 'servants' department' referred to 

the tnnumerable housemalds, bullers, gardeners, mechamcs and 

coach men who saw to the smooth runnlng of the establishment. In 

between these two clearly defmed solitudes, whlch were expressed 

ln house form and ln the SOCial arder, hovered the poor relations 

and prlvate tutors of French, etlquette, or other popular fad 

belonglng ln a sense ta bath commUnitles. 
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At the he ad of the household sat the 'master' be it only m the 

evemngs or over week-ends. At hls side the 'mlstress', homebound, 

passmg tlme dOing needlework (or good works), readlng the latest 

novels, attendlng meetings, maklng for'l'al house calls or 

Instructmg the housekeeper. Each Ilved largely ln a separate 

world, he wlth hls male compamons at the club, or at home ln the 

smokmg room, blillard hall or llbrary. She, on the ather hand, 

sought refuge ln the drawlng room or ln her boudOir - they met 

over the dmner table (and occaslOnally ln the 'F amll y-Bedchamber­

SUite'). 
) 

Sharmg the dmner table, beslde the guests, were the grown-up 

chlldren and that InstltutulOn of the Vlctonan home, a spmster 

aunt. Dlnner was a partlcularly Important event for the daughters 
, 

smce the purpose of thelr lives was ta flnd a husband, preferably of 

a social standing and wealth comparable ta or better than thelr 

own. Entertamment at home provlded the best suret y agalnst 

'bemg left on the shelr. 

Grown-up sons raYely were at home. They were away most of the 

tlme, attendmg the rlght schools, umversltles or flghtlng wars to 

expand the Empire. Thelr arrlval at home over week-ends or on 

leave, provlded reason for celebration - the 'bachelor party', and 

opportumty ta meet ellglble wamen; as Beatrice Webb wrote ln the 

1880'5; 'the bUSiness of gettlng marrled; (was) a bUSiness carned on 

by parents and other promoters, sometlmes wlth genteel 

surreptltlousness, sometlmes wlth cymcal effrontery".6 
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Closely mtermmgJed WI th the j'!mlly were the guests. As 

Franklin7 notes, entertamment was largeJy the raison d'etre m the 

lives of the rlch; guests provlded the opportumty ta enJoy lavlshly 

and 'correctly' one's Idleness. 

The social behavlour and conduct of famlly and guests was laid 

down ngorously by conventIOn (and books an etlquette) ranglng 

from what to wear, to how io spend one's tlme. For example, 

guests were expected ta stay ln the downstalrs communal rooms 

durmg the day and ta dress approprlately, 50 mu ch 50, that the 

bachelor requlred a hardy dispositIOn (and patient valet); far hlm 

'villegglature' could mean a constant change of apparel ta SUit 

breakfast, fldlmj, walklng, tennis, flshlng, afternoon-tea, a drive tn 

tQe country, dtnner, cards, bllilards, church, etc. 

The Vlctorlan house-party was alsa an Insular affalr, accordmg ta 

Glrouard8 , reqUlfing a panderous and slow arrtval (or departure),' 

lastmg perhaps a full week-end because of the mode of travel by 

'carrlage and pair'. The tradition of the Vlctorlan house-party 15 

perhaps best deSCflbed by Lord Ernest Hamilton; 

"Th~ house-party, shut off from the outslde world, sang 
and danced and fllrted and shot and hunteâ and flshed In 

a Ilttle self-contalned ktngdom, of whlch the host and 
hostess were the undlsputed King and Queen, and WhlCh, 
from purely physlcal causes, was Immune from 
unheralded invasIOn from outslde, for - by the grace of 
God - nelghbormg Kmgdoms were, as a rule, beyond the 
compass of a carnage and palr"9. 
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4.4 The F amily Apartments 

Most of the weekend actlv<lfles were centered in the !IF amlly 

Apartments" and, If weather permltted, the garden. The so-called 

"Day Rooms", after Kerr, could either be formai or informai, 

depending on thelr use. Perhaps the most Important sUite of l'ooms 

were the drawmg room/dming room/smoklng room suite which was 

Uni versai. 

The Drawing Room 

Girouard and Kerr attrlbute "femlnlne" qual1ties to the Drawmg 

Room whlch ln architectural terms, translated mto rosewood, sil!+­

and chmtz, and the Dmtng Room, on the other hand, 15 regarded as 

"masculme", metaphorlcally perhaps the domaln of the "provlder" 

who Sits at the he ad of the table and carves the roast. The 

Drawmg Room was a formai space where the Lady of the House 

recelved 'visltor~'" for a few minutes of poiite conversation or 

afternoon tes: The room was more than merely a receptlOn 

chambre, it was the exhibitIOn hall ln ::hich famlly treasures were 

on display, furmshed wlth chairs, a central table, piano, chandelier, 

couch and bric-brac. Most archl tects provided access from the 

Drawtng Room onto a balcony or into the garden where "tea could 

be tàken" in good weather. In the evemngs, the family and guests 

assembled in the Drawing Room before dinner, the ladies also 

returned there afterwards. Accordtng ta Kerr10, the ri tuai 

processIOn from Drawing Room to Dtnlng Room along a "dinner 
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foute", was an Important element ln the deSign of ail elegant villas 

and country houses. This route provided perhaps, the transI tlon 

from the "femlnane" chintz ta the "masculine" oak, mahogany and 

turklsh carpets; the route alsa provlded the Imk ln a symblOtlc 

relatlOnshlp of use and space. 

The Dlnlng Room 

The Vlctorlan O1OlOg Room was usually a large space determmed 

by two lnterdependent factors namely, the size of the famll;, 

guests, and the number of servants attend mg at the table, one 

servant per dlner. Olnner, and Jater luncheon, ~'was served à la 

Russe and Its success depended on the avallabJllty of a pool of 

Inexpenslve ~ervahts. The custom to Slt down for dlnner at a large 

central table survlved wéll Into the Edwardlan penod when, ln 

some hauses, I~ was replaced by a number of sm ail tables. By the 

turn of the century, the Dlmng Room was alsa reduced ln slze 

because of the "servant problem": far fewer women were prepared 

ta seek employment ln a domestlc capaclty and a servant was no 

longer requlred for each guest. The room was usually furnlshed 

formaJly wlth servant access to the kltchen through a. butler's 

pantry. 

The thlrd room ln the SUite, the Smoking Roam, was an exclUSive 

male domaln. Here the men gathered after dmner, donned lA 

elaborate smoking Jackets, ta enJoy a clgar, ta dlscuss polltlcs or 

busmess over a brandy or a game of blillards. 

" 
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Other Day R ooms 

ln some of the more eiabori'ilte villas, such as Ravenscrag, the dav 

room sUite was expanded ta Inc\ude aux!llary spaces for special 

occaSIOns, suc'h as the bail room or sWlmmlng pool at 'VIcT aVlsh. 

These "5econdary parlors~_ were additions to the 'nain frame and 

complemented the use pattern, rather than deterlng from It. 

Perhaps the most Important factor whlch contrlbuted to the demlse 

of the formallzed pattern of Vlctoflan society, was the 

development of Improved transportation, partlcularly the 

automobde accord mg ta G,rouard ll and Lord F::rnest Ham!lton 12 . 

As the latter wrote: 

"The 'party IS ln a ceaseless state of metabollc flux. 
You come dawn ta breakfast to fmd that your charrnmg 
nelghbor al dlnner the mghl before has gone off ln her 
car to sorne other country house 200 rn !les away. 
Somebody else - probably a complete stranger - arrives 
dur mg breakfast and Introduces a discordant note that 
does not, perhaps e\len begln to blend ln wlth the 
general harmony for two Dr three days.,,12 

The automobl)e not only brought the klngdoms closer together, but 

also the restlurants, hotel dtnlng rooms, the club and theatre. The 

Importance of the villa as an Isolated entertalnment centre was 

reduced as the city became more accessible (and, due ta Improved 

Sanltatlon, less srnelly and less obvlOusly unhygemc). 

t" 

, 
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ln terms of t'le 'lause plan. arC'Iltects ,e-''ltrooure<:: :"e '''-,reat 

>-1aU", L~nge ar, Infar'''"Ial spece re'nlnlscent "]f ")e '"lot el ,'JunqP 

..... here "evervthlna 'Joes" and ,:,ustorn5 ;;HP rplaxeG. '~e~p,' Na!> 

accordlnq to ~-'lr')uar1- 1 Nit" "'10 ;Jrec'se', Je',neo purpose" ~"e 

en/DI/mg a drinK. readlng !he '1ewspaper, pla, InÇl pOOl 1f .stenlng to 

the grarnaphone 

T,",e last of the :Ja\ Rooms, the "gentlemen's business roorn", or 

"recept Ion room" Nas Jsed bv the "master" 8S an office 'Jr studv. 
" Kerr stresses the requlrement t 0 separate :::allers such as the 

familv la ..... "er or agent from the cortile. r t oN as deemed ')0 t 

approprlate etlquette to mlX famdv and bUSiness. 

E \lenmg Rooms 

The prlvate domam of the \llIla, whethèr used by the fan:)tJy or the 
... 

guests, was separated frDm the communal rooms, usually located 

on the second and thlrd floors. The evenlng rDoms reserved for 

famtly and guest use were the "Family Bedchamber SUite", 

bedrooms for guests, the nursery, and ablution facllltles. 

The ''f' amtly Bedchamber SUite" normally compflsed a bedrooom 

for the lady of the house, en sUite wlth a dressmg room and 

bathroom. The "Master" slept ln an adJoJnJng bedroom, 

euphemlstlcally referred ta on cantemparary architectural plans as 

/ 
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a "study" Tr-,e tNO rooms Nere )Olned b~ a ''Prlvate ;>assage", 

"",ruc'" r-,ad ta De carefull" ;>lannec to ensure tne 'na_ rnum amOUTlt 

of ;>rlvacy to ;Jrevent F"-nbarrasSlng enrounters between 'naster. 

mlstress and spr .ants 

T"e quest ~edr'Jorns. 1ependlng on Pw 51,7e of ~'oe 'oousehold and 

complexlt. of famlh arrangerr,ent. could be grouped Nlth 

bathrooms and 1ressl'Ig r(Jorns e'l sUite on the second Il')or, or 

dlstnbuted on Cltfferent ievels ... Ith areas reserv€rj for 'narned 

couples, bachelors, .')ung ladies ijno -:lose frlends, 

The chlldren's rooms Nere Isolated. ':Iften ln the garret. Thelr 

world usually eXlsted Independentl. fr')rn the rest of the house. 

The 'lurse and governess ruled ln the nurserv, sChool room, 

dayroorn, scullerv, 'lurse's bedroom and the governess' chamber 

Smce the small chlldren of the "'''~ijllhy ellte Nere often educated 

at home by prl vate tutors, they seldom le ft the house and were 

always supervised. The dlctum that chtldren should be se en and not 

heard descrlbed accurately the f1gld conf mes of the chlld's role ln 

the household. 

Ta supervise the chlldren> ~ovlde for thelr physlcal needs, as weil 

as those of the rest of the famlly and guests, was an onerous task 

requlflng extensive orgamzatlonal skIils and human resources. 

Sophlstlcated planning techmques were also necessary ta create a 

"functlOnal" envlronment ln whlch the servants could prepare and 
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dellver changè~ of clothlng, meals, hot "",ater, heatlng, lIght and 

waste disposa!. 

4.5 The Servants Apartments 

Both, ln terms of social organlztlOn and phys/cal lay-out, the 

Servants Apartment was ordered on a hlerarchlcal model - at the 

top of the organlzatlon, ln pnvate offices, accountable to the 

"Mlstress" herself, were the butler and housekeeper, the latter 

responslble for the kltchen and laundry. Reportmg to the butler, ln 

many houses, was a staff compflslng valets, coach men, gardeners, 

and later, mechanlcs. The housekeeper may Dversee the purchasmg 

of perlshable goods and supervise the cook s, kltchen help, laundry 
, 

women, housemalds, nanmes and halrdressers. In terms of numbers 

aione, a large v ilia such as Ravenscrag could reqUire a staff of 

between thlrty and fourty ta operate. 

KI tchen Offices 

Perhaps the most Important zone ln the Servants' Apartments was 

the Kltchen Offices whlch, accordlng to Kerr, should attaln " ... at 

least ln our own day (1870) the character of a compllcated 

• laboratory, surrounded by numerous acceSSOrles speclally 

contrlved, ln respect of dispOSItion, arrangement, and flttlngs, for 

the administration of the culinary art ln ail ItS professlonal 

detatls •.• "14 

~---- ------
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The Kltchen Offices usually comprlsed a number of Interdependent 

rooms of whlch the mam functlOnal elements, were the 

housekeeper's room, the k 1 tchen, scullery (wash-up J, cook's pantry 

'dry larder, meat, and garne and flsh larders. 81rect access to the 

pantrv servlng l and dlnlng room, on the plana nObile, was provlded 

by the back stalr 'and food hOlst). The laundry whlch formed part 

of the kltchen offices, was elther ln the basement or a separate 

butldlng, Includtng rooms such as the wash-house, laundry, dry mg 

room and solied and c1ean lmen closets. 

The deSign approach taken ln the F amtly Apartments, to separate 

uses (and the sexes) also determmed the lay-out a f the servants' 

wlng - areas were reserved for worklng, eatmg, and sleeping. The 

sleeping accommodation of Male and F emale servants were further 

Isolated to prevent, (to use Leacock's expressIOn), ", .. the sad 

decltne of the moraltty of the worklng man .•. "15 

Sleeping Quarters 

/ 
The s~rvants' sleeping Quarters were mostly located ln the garret 

and ln the bsement. Ablution facllities were scantliy dlstrlbuted ln 

the basement. The servants' hall usually completed the Servants' 

Apartments. 

~- ~--t--;----- -- - ------------ ---- -
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Other Zones 

The stable and later the garage, formed the last functlOnal element 

ln the servants' grouplng. These unlts were usually located ln 

separate bUildings formlng part of a kltchen court yard. 

Accessible from the court yard was a carnage house, harness and 

sadd le rooms, a groomlng shed, dung pit, weil, hay/corn loft, 

gardener's shed and sleeping accommodation. Sometlmes a 

conservatory (pott mg room) forméd part of the stable complex, as 

for example at Purvis Hall. 

4.6 Site Development 

1 

The Idea of the separate worlds, one reserved for servants and the 

other for the famdy and guests, also formed the prmclple for site 

development - the formai access from the street to the house was 

ln most cases deslgned ta celebrate the ri tuai of arrivai and 

departure whlch formed such an Important element ln the house 

party culture. For example, at Purvis Hall, a seml-clrcular 

drlveway off Pme Avenue, led ta a grand stalrcase, a porch and the 

front door. A second drlveway and path from the side street 

facliitated service access ta the Servants apartments and stables. 

A mormng caller arr! vlng by coach and pair would never see, nor 

hear, the actlvlty related to the runnlng of the villa. Furthermore, 

the stables screened the vlew of the mews tram the mam house, in 

accordance ta Kerr's dictum; 

( 



"the pranclple rooms of the house shouJd not have a 
vlew over the stable yard of the outdoor domestlc 
servants' work areas." 
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Simllar site plannang concerns dlctated the pattern at other houses, 

such as at the Residence of Lord Strathcona or Charles R. Hosmer 

Residence. 

By the Jate naneteenth century the typlcaJ \/Illa garden IS yel 

anather reflectlon of the passion of the Vlctorlan mlnd to separate 

functlons and ta classlfy uses. The famlly wou Id, weather 

permlttJng, entertaJn guests ln the "famlly garden", usually laid out 

to facllitate a vanety of actlvltles ranglng üorn "taklng tea" to 

playtng croquet, tennis, ralsJng flower'3 and flndlng romantlcally 

"secluded corners" to read poetry. An Important consideratIOn was 

obvlously ta design 'for easy servant access - most paths Jed back ta 

the kltchen as Leacock' suggests ln hls Arcadlan Adventures. In 

wlnter, on the other hand, many of the outdoor actlvltles would be 

transferred ta the "wanter garden" (or conservatory) where 

summers lasted forever. In many Villas the conserllatory formed 

part of the drawlng-dlnlng room sUite. Access and transitIOn to the 

outslde was contnlled by architectural elements such as loggias, 

verandas, a terrace and formallzed stalr. 

On the other slde of the house, often separated by a garden wall, 

the outdoor servants worked, perhaps tend mg a vegetable garden, 

orchard or pottlng plants ta be transferred to the conserva tory. 

/ 
" 
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~ 7 The '"Servant Problem" 

The pattern to provlde labour intensive servant's apartments ruled 

over by the Mistress survlved Into the twentleth cent ury - only 

after the Flrst World War were more opportunltles created for 

people to seek employment ouslde the domestlc sphere. Needless 

ta say, thls shi ft, referred ta by Girouard and trankltn as the 

"Servant Prablem", changed the deSign and concept of hou ses 

radlcaJly; after the war the "Mlstress" status changed, dramatlcally 

- here rule by "Gad glven charter";over a large staff, never havlng 

ta do any work, was turned Inslde out. Accordtng to Mrs. Beeton ln 

1923; 

"The conttnued shortage of domestlc labour, and blgh wages, 
have faced housekeepers (mlstress) ta take a much larger 
part ln the work of the hOlJse themselves". 

F urthermore, the relaxed formalJty braught ahout by the 

automobile and decreasmg wealth, further contnbuted ta the 

compact and technol.oglcally dependent v Ilia af the 'later part of 

the twentleth century. This transition Influenced architectural 

farm and deSign reqUirements extenslvely. 

\ 
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ILL 24 "8asement Plan" Villa designed by Archltect Tay[or, [880'5, McGtll 

University Archives, drawtng by author 
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ILL 25 Flrst Floor Plan, Famlly Apartments; Day Rooms. Villa deslgned by 

Archltect Taylor, 1880's, McGill Umverslty Archives, 

author. 
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NURSERY BEDROOM 

DRESS BEDROOM LIBRARY 

ILL 26 Second Floor Plan, FamIly Apartmentsj Evenmg Rooms. Villa 

deslgned by Archltect Taylor, 1880's McGlI1 University Archives, 

drawlng by author. 
<\ 
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BEDRM BEDRM 

l~l 

BEDRM BEDRM BEDRM 

Thlrd Floor Plan, Famlly Apartmentsj Chlldrens' Rooms. VIlla 

deslgned by Architect Taylor, 1880's McGiIl University Archives, 

drawlng by author. 
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LUMBER ROOM 

BEDRM. 

BEDRM BEDRM 8EDRM 

ILL 28 Attle Plan, Servants' Apartments. Villa designed by Arehltect 

Taylor, 1880's, McGIll University Archives, drawlng by~r. 
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ILL 29 Vina fot Mr. Thos. E. Hodson c. 1900, Edward Maxwell Archltect, 
< 

C.C.A. CollectIOn, Montreal 

\, 
, 

,'" 



... 

.' 

82 

ILL)I) F. Orr Lewis Hause, Sherbrooke Street West, View ot' the Drawing 

Room, Board of T rade 
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5.0 TEa-Na..OGIES FOR COtlEORT AND CONVENIENCE 

5.1 Intnxb:tion 

An essential part of "villeggiatura" in the Victorian rrlind is the 

notion of comfort and convenience, in ter ms of planning, building 
/" 

systems and social organization' required ta ensure sufficient 

heating, clean laundry, the processing of food, cooking, hot water 

and waste disposai. Comfort and domestici t'y were valued and the 

nouveau riche anxiously wanted their hausea ta ex'press "shelter" 

and "family life". Ta ensure a life of leisure and comfort for the 

family, a "factory was required in the basement, referred ta by 

Kerr as the Servant's Departments", filled with technologieal­

gadgets, powered by hand, steam, coal and later electricity. 

~ 
The transfer from manual powered ~quipment to electricity 

occurred at the turn of the century, largely due ta the "servant 

---------
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" pfoblem" as more opportuni~ies in industry or in Western Canada 

became available, fewer immigrants could be recruÎ'ted as domestic 

servants., According to Buehr1, the development (and assin,ilation) 

of labour saving devices increased in the home, as servants became 

scarcer (and more,expensive). 

Domestic technology (and hous,ehold' man~gement techniques) 

remained larcgely unchanged From the Middle Ages ta the early 

nineteenth centurYi the villa was a self-sufficient warehouse and 

processing plant, where food was stored in its "raw state", , 
processed by hand and cooked over an open tire. There was no 

running water, the rooms were drafty" and the running of the house­

was entirely dependent on servant labour. 
/ l ' 

With the mechanization of communications (the telegraph, 

newspaper) and transportation' systems, (the railway, steamer), a 

"domestic revolution" occurred ln the household as more mass 

produced and efficieht gadgets became available to ease sorne of 

the back-breaking work. For example, housework was made lighter 

with the ~ntroduction of carpet sweepers, mops, washers, wring 

dry ers, hand operated vacuum cleaners, coal burning stoves and 

central heating. Yet, th~ operation of these devjces were 

dependent upon servant labour - w i thout servants the furl'1ece fire 

would burn out, the kitchen stove would be cold, the carpets net 

cleaned and laundry nat washed. However, although domestic werk 
1 

was hard, some of the more unpleasant duties were repleced by 

technological developments, for exemple, with the introduction of 

.. 
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, . 
a8wage' systems and flush toilets, the number of chamber pots td be , , 

cleaned was (perhaps) sotnewhat reduced. 

5.2 Cleaning the HOUSè • 

.' 

Nevertheless, housework, whether cleamng, laundry, ironing, 

cooking or dOjng grounds maintenance, was largely manual work. 

t'or exemple, carpets were either u~~acked, carried downstairs end 

beaten wit.h carpet beaters, or rolled with mechanlcal carpet 

s\tl(eepers. These appeared early in the century2. Wh en pushed, a 

stiff rotating brush rolled over the carpet sweeplng up dirt. The 
~ '. 

more advanced models featured' agi tatars which turned WI th the 

brush to 100sen dirt. Carpet sweepers were readily available and 

were featured ln the Sears, Roebuck catalogues3. Also, towards 

the end of the century, a number of hand or foot operated vacuum 

cleaners were on' the market, usu:'1l1y reqUlrlng at least two 

servants ta operate. 

The servants pulled a plunger up end down whlch created'?a vacuum 

in the lower chamber causing outside aIr (and ;ome dust) ta .rush 

into ~ bag where dirt was deposited. 

By the first de~ade of the twentieth century, electrlc power was 

applied ta these prmclpJes, maldng centralized vacuum' cleaners 
( 

and hand operated models commerclally available through the 

British Vacuum Cleaher Company or the Hoover Company in Ohio. 

They were àdvertised as the answer ta the "servant problem"j for 

- / 
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example, an advertisement in the Academy Architecture ~1909) 

1 read: Il 
1\ 

"One servant using thel,British po~table Vacuum Cleaner 
can clean aU your Carpets, Drapery, Upholstery, and 
F"urnlture without removal or disturbance to the 
household". 4 

s., L8lIldry 

Providing clean clothing in the Victorian (and Edwardian) household 

wes a major task - the leisured classes wore a number of outfit,s 

during the same day, and because outward appearances was valued, 

clothes had to be pressed, starched and kept spotlessly clean. 

Furthermore, ta do the laundry (and ironmg) was hard on the 

garments (as weil as the maids). Although the washboard and tub 

was replaced in the 1860's by early hand operated washing 

machines, such as Terrlff's Perfect-Washer-With BOlier - (1868, 

doing the I~undry remained a difficult task. The Perfect-Washer, 

comprised an outer and inner tub. The outer tub and Bink stood on 

leg within which rotated a cannister ("the inner tub "), wlth holes. 

The outer tub was Wied wlth water, and laundry placed in the inner 

tub, was rolled back and forth to faclhtate a cleaning action. 

By the second half of the century the laundry raom usually 

contained, a mechanical wrmger, perhaps similar to the Riley 

Smith model (lB57) as described by Buehr,which applied a "kind of 

tourniquet ta the wash"6 when a waoden handle was tl.lrned, 

twisting the gaFments and squeezing the water out. These wringers 

-; 
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W'ere replaced by the roller type Iater in the centurYJ such BS Sears, 

Roebuck's "Wringer ~nd Bench"7. The laundry was dried on rack~ in 

,.. a "drying room", specifically built for that purpose. The room was 

heated wlth a coal stove or radiators. Full mechanizatlOn of the 

Laundry Apartrnents occurred round ~bout the Fi rst Warld War, 

when electric power was 'available' and servants hard ta come by. 

On the other hand,. in sorne houses the laundry was "sent out" ta , , 

commercial laundrles which replaced the Laundry Apartments 

entirely. 

5.4 Ironing 

Ironing, before the electric iron, ~~s~ as Clive indicates, a 

frustrating and hazardous affair; 

''Either the iran was tao hot which caused a brown mark 
called a burn, or el se It was too cold, WhlCh caused a 
brown mark called Iton mould; and weil meant efforts 
to remove either by dlpping them in blue-water merely 
turned the material pea-green. And then 1 f l didn't Iron 
in a11 the wrinkles, 1 found, after toilmg laboriously 
round yards of skirt, that the sleeves had meanwhlle 
been crumpling themselves up and gone back ta start or 
that the bodice had become sudenly damp again, owing,. 
apparently, to spontaneous condensatIOn. If, however, 1 
did glide home wlth a decent bit of Iromng It merely 
revealed how completely 1 failed ta wash out any of the 
original dirt. [t was a heart-breaking, back-breaking 
business, partlcularly as the floor was concrete and we 
ran ta and fro t~ the stave in an atmosphere of ste am 
and short tempers, carrytng our heavy 'red-hot 
implements, bumping into each other as we aU 
frantically trted \ to exchange bad irons for good, 
spitting hopefully and knocking each other's chef 
d'oeuvres of laundress' art off the line onto the floor".8 

-
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"Clive'a "back- and heart-breakmg" labour was done, as wasl most 

ironing, with a solid flat iran. The fiat Iron wàs heated on a stove 

. top. The
1 

major problem, as tndicated by Cltve, was to heat and 

. reheat the iron ta a temperature sui table for cotton, Ilnan,' or 

steam pressing. Reheating could also reduce production time, 

often one servant would use two fiat irons, heating one, WhlIst 

w.orking wlth the other. "Improved" models, w,hlch we~e marvelled 

at later ln th~ century featured removable Iron slugs, whlch fltted 

Jnto a cavlty. White one slug W8S belng used, the other wes heated, 

to permit contlnuous work. By the 1850's special st oves ta heat a 
~ . 

, large number of irons were manufactured, such as ttie Chareoal 

Iron (1852) by Cummings and Bless9. 

The Kitchen 

p 

In the 1800's all kitehen aetlvity was centered on the hearth in 

which a fire burned year round. Usuaily a built-in brick-llned oven . , 

wes provided on the one side with a wrought-iron do or. According 

to Buehr, the first practica1 cooklng stoves appeared on the North 

,Amerlcan market by the 1830'slO, a1though cast-iron heating slaves' 

were brought ta the U.S. by Scandinavian Immigrants ln the 1700's. 

l'he stove tire was concentrated, contatned and sate. Often 

manufacturers marketed models whlch featured an added aven and. 

a boiler to he~t laundry water, in additIon to the standard cooking 

plates. The stoves could burn cosl by the 1850's. 

~ --------------~~-------
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Food Processing 

Although cookmg by the 1850's was becomming easier for the 

kitchen staff, food processmg was a messy and time consummg 

process. Fresh food was normally p'urchased from the market, a 

farm or evel) grown in the kitchen garden. Fruit, vegetables, fish 

and meat arrlved in ~he kltchen ln Its raw and unreflned state, 

packed in sacks, baskets or metal dlshes. The produce contamed 

garden dirt and tnsects. Vegetables and frUIt were usually trimmed 

and washed and either cooked for immediate consumptlon of "put 

up" ln jars as "preserves". ThIs was normal practice untll the turn 

of the century when the art of refngeratlon facdltated longer 

storage. Out of season fruit or specialitles could usually be 

obtained from the stores ,at hlgh prlces and, the very wealthy 

cultlvated exotic fruIts and vegetables in green houses. Apples, 

oranges or grapes were imported from the Mediterranean or the 

West Indles. " 
1 

R efriger at ion 

T 0 keep food fresh demande cl a lot of care, tlme and energy during 

the first part of the century. The vIllas probably had lhe"ir own Ice 
• houses where I)locks of ice could be stored ln sawdust ta ensure an 

Ice supply through the summer. Later, eommercial Ice companies 

dellvered Ice ta the kitchen. The Ice usua1Jy arrived in a horse­

drawn vehic1e and the blacks cut to arder. 

\ 
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The invention of the "ice-box" was regarde9 as a major 

technologie al advance at the time, (Buehrll). Thè ice-box was an 

insulated cQntainer, large enought to allow, for the storage of food 
~ . 

and ice. As the Ice melted water drlpped from a drain Into a 

bueket or basin. Improved ice-boxes also made the commercial 

delivery of milk possible - the milkman would stop hls wagon at the 

kitchen door and ladle milk from metal cans into pltchers brought 

by the mald. Pasteurized and bottled mllk was sold by the IB70's. . ./ 

By the 1880's the iceman delivered artlficial ice from the ice-plant. 

The regular supply of ice through Industrial processes, made It 

possible ta convert freight cars into "movmg lce-boxes". The 

shipping of pe!'lshable goods across the continent by rail, such as 

meat, lettuce, strawberrtes or oranges, resulted ln a better and 

more stable out uf season supply of food at the Montreal grocer 

(and at lower prices).' . 
... 

5torage 

·The kitchen apartments were always deslgned with large starage 
/ 

areas in the form of dry larders, fish larders, et cetera; and for a 

very good reason. Goods, su ch as flour, sugar, sai ~~fld coffee were 

delivered in bulk. For example, flour and otheY grain products 

were bought by the barrel or fifty pound sack. The sacks had to be 

stored in a dry room and small amounts transferred ta the kitchen 

as required. Sugar was marketed ln huge blacks WhlCh were hung 

from the ceiling, covered in netting ta keep the flies away. The 

maids would chip chunks from the black with a hammer or cut 

'C 
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pieces off with "sugar cutters". The chunks were then crushed into 

granules for the table. Alternatively, after the, Civil War, 

granulated sugar courCi be purchasèd in the U.S.A. The sugar was 

packed in barrels and extremely coarse - so much sa that a "sugar 

auger" was required to get it out~ 

Salt also arrived in the kitchen apartments in blacks. Spices, such 

as pep pel' corns, nutmeg, clover or cinnamon were plIrchased in 

bulk form and had ta be ground as needed. 

Most households tended their awn private herb gardens ta raise 

thyme, rosemary, parsie y or chives. The herbs were harvested in 

the fall, aired and store d, to be use~ as seas.oning. 

Coftee was stored in large sacks. The green beans were then 

r'oasted in a 'coffee roaster. Small amounts of the roasted beans 

were stored ln a cannnister which was then ground in a coffee mill 

in smaH quantitites for immediate use, because vacuum packing 

techniques were unknown and coffee went stale easily. 

The processmg and procuring of meat and fish was a major problem 

before efficient refrlgeratlon. Poultry, su ch as chickens, ducks or 

turkeys were usually bought trussed up but very" much qlive. The 

birds were slaughtered in the yard for immediate use. Maids had ta 

singe, pluck and clean the blrds by hand at the sink. Fish was 

scaled, shelled and prepared on the kltchen counter. Beef or park 
, • j • 

was usually purchased from the butcher' after slaughtering day, ta 
\. 

\ 

\ 
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be eaten Immediately or ta be smake~, drled, plckled or made mto 

sausage. Even wlth the develapment af the "ice box", meat 

prbducts oould not last very long and had to be used qUickly. 

Dalry products posed 8 slmilar prablem ta the kltchen staff. Often 

a caw was kept ln the yard ta procure fresh mllk, butter and 

cream. Alternatlvely, sufficlent dalry products would be purchased 

fram the mtlkman ta satlsfy dally needs. 

Buehr's summary, perhaps descrlbes the kltchen best: 

" ••• the nineteenth-c~ntury kltchen - wlth Its heavy Iron 
caoktng eqUipment, Its apparatus for grmding, si fttng, 
slaughtermg, churmng, and pressing, ItS sugar cones and 

. salt blacks and overflowlILg baskets and plckltng barrels 
-was Iiterally a large-scale food-pracesslng plant, and 1 t 
demanded a farit"astlc amaunt of work •.• "lZ 

5.6 Heating 

T 0 keep warm alsa required an amazing amount of wark and 
" 

manpower, particularly prlar ta the mtroduction of central heatmg 
..... 

and the striking match; 

"To start a fire, the househalder filled a tinderbox wlth 
dry, crumbling wood, wÎth a smaH steel bar, he wou Id 
strike 8 piece of flint stone until sparks fell mto the 
tmder. Then, blawoing vigorously, he might hope that 
with luck the tinder would begm ta smolder. Not much 
better than the caveman's rubbing of sticks, thls 
nineteenth-century process could actually take, evén on 
a dry day, flfteen minutes to praduce a fire"13. 
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The open fire place was very inefficlent: because ot the unequal 

distribution of heat and cold drefts - whlle It might be werm in 

front of the tire, the water ln the washstand could be frazen. Ta 

provlde at least some camfort, the parlaur turm ture was deslgned 

wlth hlgh backs and sides. When faelng the tire, one was at least 

warm. 

Sterling the tire, however, wes only part of the work - servants' 

cleened the ash out dally, tended fires regularly and sawed and 

split wood. 

The Introduction of the Franklm Stove in the villa provlded more 

heat and burhed less wood. Coal burlng models were even more 

efficient in terms of fuel consumptian and BTU output. To sHaw 

heating of the upper floars, floar registers were provided far 

convect IOn . 

. The staves, like the storm windows were m some households 

"taken-dawn" for the summer and "put-up" again in the fall as part 

of the winter preparations. 

• 
By the middle of the century central heating was slowly becaming 

available, ln the farm of steam bOliers feeding radiators in the 

raoms of the house, such as the ,system produced by Baker and 

Smith of New York (1856). By the 1890's most existing villas had 

converted ta sorne farm of \ coal fired central heatmg, whether a 

-
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hot air, steam or a hot water system. By the la te 1890'5 The , 
Canadian Architect and Bullder regularly carried advertlsements 

for coal fired warm Bir furnBces14 by Clare Bos. &: Co. and hot 

water "apparatus" by the E. &: C. Gurney Co. of Toronto15. 

\ 
Radiators were avatlable ln a varlet y of styles, shapes 

the trend, however, was ta hlde the radiator behlnd a meta grill 

and to cover It wlth a shelf. As suggested by an article ln The 

Canadlan Archltect and BUilder, a typlcal complamt was that the 

system provlded an unequBI distrubutlOn of heat - those rooms 

located near the boder were hotter than the more distant ones: 
\ 

"Many bUildings, large and smaH, can be found whereln, 
when flrst erected, the heatlng apparatus worked 
excellently, but ln a year ta two began ta snap and 
pound vigorously, whlle Its lack ,of vigor ln heating some 
parts of the bUlldmg becomes uncomfortably apparent 
to complamlng occupants".l6 

Open f.replaces in major rooms appear on most floor plans of viJlas 

wlth central heatlng. They may have' provlded for "atmosphere" 

(and supplementary heat) ln most houses. The fire!;Jaces and 

bOliers requlred constant attention. They produced dust, soot and 

drafts. The amount of labour Involved ta keep them burning, 

c1eaned, stol<ed and fueled, (coal or wood had ta be carrled upstairs 

from the coel or wood shed by hand) was tremendous. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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5.7 Air Infiltration 

Many architects and builders tried ta resolve the draft problem by 

designing and bUilding alrtight windows and do ors. Hand crafted 

doors and windows could fit snugly ln thelr frames. ' Factory-made 

units were avallable by 1907. The "Alza English Sash Wmdow,,17 

advertlsed in the January 1907 Issue of The Canadlan Archltect and 

BUllder, featured not only air tlght construction but a mechamsm 

ta allow the sash ta sWing inta the room for c1eamng pur poses, 

ostenslbly to reduce the tlme required to dean Windows. 

5.8 Plumbing 

t' 

Perhaps one of the great achlevements ln the nlneteenCh century 

was, Iromcally, in ,plumbmg - the "progrells-mmded Idle rlch" could 

afford the latest ln flush tOllets, runmng ,,:,ater, hot water heaters 

and vent stacks. ln thls cas" the upgrading of aider systems was 
/ 

more th an a fashlOnable whlm, ln the early nmeteenth century, 

many villas drew water from a weil by bucket or pump. Outhouses, 

near the wells, often created ideal conditions for typhOld fever. 

The kitchen sink was a wooden tub, or stone bowl filled from a 

kettle or dipper, emtled outsrde. Later sanks were'\Jlned wlth 

copper. Mass produced Iron smks were also available - these rusted 

out and had to be wlped dry after each wash. 

The first tap water lines ran from the weil ta the "Itchen sink. The 

lines were later extended ta the bathroom. Water was pumped by 

• 
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hand to a faucet or to a cistern in the attic for gravit y flow to the 

kitchen, bathroom faucets and to provide ·the pressure to flush the 

W.C. Some cisterns were filled with water collected trom the 

roof. Public water suppl y replaced private wells by the turn of the 

century. 

Hot water ln the first part of the century was carrled from the 

stave ta the tub. The mtroduction of a centralized coal or wood 

fuel boiter ln the basement made It possible ta pipe hot and cold 

water ta the bathroom. By the 1890'5 a wide varlet y of boilers were 

avallable, su ch as Spence's "Daisy", " .•. the only baller that can be 

repaired wlthout disturbmg the plping,,18. 

Waste water ln the early vdlas was plped trom a hale in the smk to 

an outside drywell, and later ta a cesspool until Public Sewage was 

introduced. 

The develapment of traps and ventilation occurred by trial and 

error. Articles on "Sanitatlon, Heat, Light" abound in architectural 

publications and books such as S.S. Hellyer's The Plumber and 

Sanitary Houses. Kirk19 wrote the followmg ln favor of trapped 

drains: "It is bad enought ta con tend with the foui air cantamed in 

one's own drain, wlthout cantending with the accumulation of a 

whole community"19. Kirk quoted the following from S.S. Hellyer's 

The Plumber and Samtary Houses (on the same subject)j "It is, ta 

say the le85t, a little communicative"(!) 

> 
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Great care was exercised by architects to ventilate sail stacks to 

prevent "sewer ga8" from escaping into the ;;?oms. For this reason 

the placement of wash basins were rare in bedrooms in feer of 

insanitary gases escaping from the plug. 
,/ 

5.9 Ablution 

Ablution in the early nineteenth century was 'a major undertaking, 

once agam relying heavily on the labour of servants. The farrily 

generally preferred ta take a bath in a dressing raom or in the 

bedroom. A tub was hauled up the back stalr. Water was heated 
" 

on the stave or flre and then carried, two patis at a tlme, ta the 

room. After the master or the mlstres had washed (dlscreetly) the 

bath was emptied, a bucket at a tlme. The floor was then mopped, 

the tub washed out and returned ta the base ment. With the 

development of a better supply of runntng hot and cald water, 

bathrooms beceme more popular in the villas, and, one might 
/ 

suspect sa did bat~ing~ 

The location of the bathroom was gillen special consideration in 

terms of planning - the bathroom was placed on an outside wall to 
• 

... ensure natural ventilation, often off a special lobby. The 

bathroom, however, mey not necessarily have heen used, Oscar 

Wilde preferred ta' "rmg, for hot water"~ 

Whereas Oscar Wilde might have wished ta maintein the status quo, 

by the end of the First World War there WBS no return to the "good 

... 
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old days" of bountiful servant supplies. Antlcipating a servantless 

houas, B.C.J. wrote the following article in 1907 about designing 

tUed bathrooms; 

"A room so covered (tiled) can be made one of the most \.,. 
attractive in the house, as it i8 very easy ta keep clesn, 
thus lightening conslderably the work of the 
housekeeper. It IS very durable and when once properly 
set req~ires no painting or papering of the wall, nor 
oHing or carpeting of the floor ... the fact that the clay 
tile is ~rm proof and, consequently, quite 
sanitary ••• " 

5.10 Lighting 

Technologieal advanees in lighting and new energy sourcel further 

contributed ta comfort and canvenience in the Edwardian villas 

with their fewer servants. In the early nineteenth century, on the 
\ 

other hand, servants were-a-neeessity ta provide the care necesssry 
. -

to illuminate the rooms. The candies, providing a flickering light, 

burned out fast and had ta be replaced c~Jntinually. Spermaceti 

candies, in chandeliers wlth cut glass pendants provided a brlghter 

(but much mare expensive) light. 

011 lamps utilizing wh ale ail were available. They smoked and 

smelled a lot and tended to Increase the servants' cleaning load. 

Buehr feels that one of the great achievements in lIghting 

engineering in the first part of the nineteenth century was the 

"student lamp"Z1. For the fir~t time the light was bright enough to 

work or read by. The "student lamp" combined twa Argaud burners 

'. 
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(a fiat, cylindrical wick fitted around a wick tube) with 8 polished 

reflector. Ironically, with the new demand for whale oil, the 

principal lamp fuel, the whales were hunted out. ThIs "energy 

crisialt led inevitable to new and ingenious technological 

applications. "-

Inventora searched for alternative energy sources, su ch as Itburning 

o il" (ail of turpentine mixed with ~lcohol) or "camphorene" 

(t~rpentine)22. Unfortunately, both sources were hlghl>, explosive. 

With the discovery of crude ail in North America (1859), the erude 

was refined ta provide eheap kerosene. Kerosene lamps appeared 

on the rr1arket with another Innovation, the glass chlmney. The 

lamp could provide clear and steady lluminatlon, yet required 

constant attentIon. Servants refiUed, tr/mmed the wick and 

cleaned the chimney. 

The servants' work load was made substantially lighter when it 

became possible ta pipe natural gas ta the villa. The gas flame 

burned without a wick, had no cannister ta fill and required 'no 

,chimney cleaning. However, the open flame was eBsily snuffed out 

- with disBstrous consequences, until the "gas mantle" (a lace-hke 

fabric on a wire frame) was invented by Carl Auer von Welsbach 

(1858-1929)23. When the incandescent mantle glowed, 'It produced a 

clear, brighlil Iight. The mantIe required protection - a variety of 

decorative glass mantles and shades were a,vailable at the turn of 

the century. 
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Electric lighting appeared in the 1880'824. Aided and prompted by 
, 

the expiration of the basic Edison patents, the race to provide 

electric lighting was entered into by other inventors and 

manufacturers, su ch as the Thomson-Houston Company or 

Westinghouse. By the 1890's electric light appeared in local 

installations such as the villas. Each house had ta generate its awn 

power until electricity was praduced by the public utilities. It 

became comman, accarding to Russell, ta convert gas flxtures to 

electricity by threading the wires through the gas lines. 25 

By the 1880's the villa was reasanably comfortable - It was warm in 

winter, it had running water, bathrooms wlth flush toilets and an 

efficIent lighting system. Servants sa~ ta the smooth running of 
1-

the Kitchen Apartments, stables and cleaning functions.: 

5.11 Communication 

\ .... 

Communication, whether verbal or physlcally between floors 

remained. difficult, particularly if one considers thât ail the laundry 

was carried down the back stair ta the basement and dishes carried 

'- up the kitchen stair ta the dining room. With fewer servants 

around the house, more technoloigicaJ Innovations were introduced. 
\ 

The introduction of dum_bwalters, an invention credited to 

Thomas Jefferson26, ensured thBt the dinner from the basement 

kitchen would reBch the table warm. 'The dumbwaiter was a hand 

operat~ elevator running in a shaft forming part of the servant 

stair. 

--_... . ~ ~ "'-- '"--. ...... .. ... \ -
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Comml,lnication between the floors of the house was also improved 

when the "speaking tube" arrived, a pipe burled in the walls, 

running fram the main rooms ta the kitchen and pantry: 

"Master blew into the tube, making a shrill whistle, to 
get maid's attentIOn. If and when ~he responded, he 
spoke into his trumpet and then raised it ta his ear to 
hesr her reply"Z7 

A much quieter system used indicators. Each Family Room was '-.fi-

aUocat'ed a number, connected to a bell pull. When the pull was 

tugged, a corel would drop in a pE!nel l!lcated against a kitchen wall, 

indicating to the servants whlch room required attention. 

As the noise level in the hause increased wlth dumbwaiters 

creaking up and down between floors, people yeUing into speaking 

tubes af.:ld genera~ors roaring away, new inventions were required to 

replace "the front door knocker. A wide variety of bells became 

fashionable which could be tugged, or turned ta draw attention to 

the caller, who by the early twentieth cent ury arrived by 

automobile or bicycle. 

5.12 General Considerations 

The technological products. of the nineteenth century, such 13s the 

automobile, bicycle or household aids, transformed domestic 

technology from the technology of the Middle Ages in ta the 

twentieth century mechanized dream house. It anlx required 

attaching the alternating current electric motor ta the hand 
'1 

1 , 
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f operated sewing machines, pumps, washers, dryers, hot air furnaces 

and vacuum-cleaners to produce the twentieth century gadgets. '-

These mechanical aids also made, houseowrk less laborlaus and time 

consummg. ' And, as fewer serv~mts were reqUired ta run a villa, . 

the market for mass praduced household gadgets Ir'lcreased. The 

distribution of electric power and mUnicipal water and sewage 

systems coupled wlth a redistributi~f wealth, brought the 

exclusive comfort of the rlch lOto the resldences of the working 

classes. Architectural theory also change d, as the house, by the 

1920's, was seen as a practical and constructIve order of purely 

technical aspects. Le Corbusier an Vers une Architecture wrote 

the followang, by now, famlliar slogans; 

"Demand a bathroom looklng south, offe of the largest 
rooms in the house •••• Demand bare walls ••• built-m 
fittings ta take the place of much of the furnature .•• lf 
you can, put the kltchen on top of the hou se to avoid 
smells. Demand- concealment or diffused lIghting. 
Oemand a vacuum cleaner. T each your children that a 
house is only habitable when it 19 full of Ilght and air, 
when the floors and walls are clear."28 
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American Coffee, Spice and brug Mill, 
No. 1. 

W1th Iron Hopper, holdin;; 4 ounces Ooffee. 

PRIOE, $3.00. 

ExtJ:1J. Grindors, for NO$. l, :, :~, 3.4, • per p:1ir, 'li .75 
Il " .. S. 6, 7, S, • • • • 
.. ., l " 9 to J 8, . . .. . • • . . . . • . . 
,. " ",., 19 :lnd 20.. • • • • . • • • • • . 

Grlnders Warra.nted eQ.Ua.l to SteeL 
1 

.. 1 .. 00 
" L60 
" 3.00 
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ILL 3J Enterprise coffee grinders tram the Enterprise Mfg. Co. catalogue, 

1883, Russell. 
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Hot Water Heating Apparatus 

THE BEST rs • 

THE CHEAPEST 

THE CHEAPEST 

o IS THE BEST. 

1 

THE E. & C. CURNEY CO. -
- THE NEW TRUPIG HOT AIR FURNACE-

Latest and Beat SUe! PlI\1e Fnmace 10 the marker. 

~~-~----­
GIANT FURNACES, 

BOYNTON FURNACES, 

PENINSULAR FURNACES 

The 1AI"'Ue.t ftHd Bt-.' ..rIlUJort""e ... ' of C .. , AIH'I 
Bte;ff' Fttrvtucu fIt~ ,""1' •. 

Paten,t Peerles:1 Ref! ;"<fters. 

UNION STEAM AND HOT WATER RADIATORS. 

Laidlaw r~fg. GO., 
~m~~~~~ ____ HAMILTON ___ _ 

TORONTO. 

ILL 34 Hot water heating apparatus and hot air furnace, The Canadien 

Architect end 8Ullder July 1889. 
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ILL 35 Domestic Hot Water System, 1907, Canadian Architect and Builder, 

April 1907. 
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THE HAMILTON AND TORONTO SEWER PIPE GO. . . 

WATER PIPE 
FLUE LlNINCS 

OULVERT PIPE 
CHIMNEY TOPS 

SMOKE PREVENTIVES INVERTS, &0. 

Write Head Office 'for Discounts: 

HAMILTON, ONTARIO • 

..A.. GRE A.T LOBS l . 
If you have any pipes or boilers uncovered, you are 10sÎng on same at the rate o( 80 cents 

every year on each square foot of surface exposed. By having them covered with our ....... . 

Mineral Wooi SectionaJ Covering 
you will save 85% of this loss. The 5aving thus effected in fuel will in one year more than pay 
the cost of covering, which we guarantee ta last as Jong as the pipes. Our covering is the best 
fuel saver on the market. 

WOHTIIJ:AL AGENT' 

050. ft. GOWAN. 
CANADIAN MINERAL WOOL CO., Ltd., 

Room "3 204 St James SI""'(. 
122 Bay Btreet. Toronto. 

OXFORD HOT WATER HEATER 
LATEST AND BEST 

5GONOMY 
DURf\BILITY 

and E~IGIENOY 
WE CHALLENGE THE W ~D. -:-

Examine the Oxford before deciding or pJacing your 
arder for any other, as it combines all the best features of 

--modern-eonstruction. Veq.Jarge-a.sLpaD.-;_the JDosLperfect . 
combustion cham ber ; quick and positive circulation. Sold by 
the leading fitters throughout the Dominion. 

MANUFACTURED BV 

TttE ~ Be. G. GUF(NEY GO. 
Hamilton, Montreal, Winnipeg, Toronto. 

ILL 36 Sewer pipes, insulation and hot water heaters, The Canadian 

Architect and Sui/der, January, 1893. 
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ILL 37 Plumbing diagram, The Canadien Architect and Builder, March 1889. 
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ILL 38 Bathtubs and bathing equipment, 1880's, Catalogue of Sidney Sheppard 

& Co., Bufalo, N. Y. Russell. 
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ILL 39 "Student Lamp", Kleeman patent, 1863, 1870 Russell. 
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"Fish tad" gas light, MacKehzie House, Toronto, Russell. 
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II. ILL 41 Wall·mounted gas burner with Welsbach incandescent ~antle, 

Russell. 
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ILL 42 Edison Carbon - filament electric lights ca. 1900, Russell. 
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NOTES 

1. Buehr, p. v. 

2 . Buehr, p. 67 

... 
'b J. Seara, Roebuck and Co., catalogue, 1896 

4. Advertisement of 1909 in the Academy Architecture, Aslet, p. 84 

5. Buehr, p. ~-63 

6. Buehr, p. 64 - 7. Seara, Roebuck and Co., catalogue, 1896 

~ 

e. Clive, Brought Up, p. 144-5, quoted by Aslet, p. 106 

t ( 9. Buehr, p. 65-6 

10. Buehr, p. 30 

U. Buehr, p. 42 

12. Buehr, p. 39 
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13. Buehr, p. 19 

14. The Canadian Architect and Builder January 1893 p. xv. 

15. The Canadian Architect and BUllder July 1889, p. viii. 

16. The Ca'(ladlan Archltect and Butlder ''Effectiveness of Heating 

APparat/sil, August 1893,p. 89 

17.' The Canadian Architect and Butlder January 1907 

18. The Canadian Architect and Builder January 189, p. xvi 

19. B. Kirk, "Traps and Their Ventilation" published in The Canadian 

Architect, March 1889, p. 34 

20. B.C.J., "The Tiled Bathroom", published in The Canadian Architect and 

Builder, July 1907, p. 131 

21. Buehr, p. 90 

22. Buehr, p. 93 

23. Buehr, p. 94 

24. , Loris S.IRussell, p. 112 
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25. Loris S. Russell, p. 113 

i6. Buehr, p. 53 C'f' 

27. Buehl", p. 53 

28. From Vers une Architecture quoted by Reyner Bauhan, Theory and 

Design in The First Machine Age, p. 243. 
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Until recently, most studies on the Montreal villa looked at the subject 

ln terms of traditlOnal architectural values, that IS, the art of building 

b~autlfully, and weil. These ~tudies dealt with architects, owners and 

craftsmen. Little was wntten on how the familles lived ln the houses; or 

why they preferred to Villa over other housmg forms. 

Perhaps part of the explanatlOn can be found in the term "Villa". The 

term ~as first used by th~ Romans, redlscovered by the Renaissance and 

turned Into a sustained tradition through emulatlon. By the nineteenth 

century the figura was well established. The term "v ill ff" was assoclated 

wlth a t'substantial" house ln a garden for a we.althy person. In the 

Montreal context, the form symbolJzed power, wealth and succeSSj the 
, . 

self-made bUSiness men had Villas deslgnep and bu-dt for thern on the 

slopes of Mount Royal to assert their powet', wealth and arrival.cin the " 

nouveau-riche club). 

/ 
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Ta sustain a lifestyle in keeping with the expectatians of thes~ families, 

the proverbiàl army of servants ran the household. The architeèturaI 

design problem by the mlddle of the' century essenti~lly became an' (';0 

exerclse ln designing two solitudes • a tirst princlple of "good deSign" 
" 

was to separate the worlds of the family and the servants; or, expressed 

in contemporary language, "ta separa te the two classes". The 

relatlonship of rooms became formahzed to the extent that archltects 

were only desigmng facades, whether in a classical or English manner, 

because the plan was set by convention. The relatlOnship of the public 

rooms, servants apartments and evemng rooms were form,altzed by a use 

pattern and expectation untll the "servant proble,;," brought about 

change. 

After the First World War fewer Immigrants sou.ght domestic 

employment because alternative and better remunerated opportunities 

were created in tndustry and ln the West. T~e "god-given" raie of the 

mlstress, that of uoverseer", changed, and she had, to become more 

involved ln the dally runmng of the household. 

The "servant problem" also made the mass production of "domestic ald!i" 

more lucrative. The early nmeteenth century villa was a hand-operated 

factory and processlng plant. Domestlc technology had remained 

unchanged since the Middle Ages. A "damestlc revolution" was brought 

about in the house as mechanical gadgets were developed ta replace 

D sorne of the back breàking labour. By the turn of the century, wlth 

fewer servants, and mass produced alds, housework was made easier and 

the living environment more convenient and comfortable. The use of 

c-
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central heating, electricity and later, the. electric motar, transformed 

the eighteenth century household into the "machine ta live in" of the 

twentieth century. 

These benefits, which were only available to the wealthy few during the 

nineteenth century; slowly found their way into the ordinary households 

after the Great War as wealth was being redistributed more equitably. 

The dream of the powerful, a villa in a garden, also became a popular 

ideal, exemplJfied by the residential suburb. The concept of 

"villegglatura", origtnally an arcadian state for the very few, became 

within reach of the masses in the twentleth centLiry. 

And this .dream, whlch has been pursued vr:rorously, starting wlth the 

writîngs of Pltny, has equatelfthe term '';'vtlla", conslstently wlth more , ' 

th an simply a physical form. Rather, the term also suggests a way of 

life - metaphorically, the villa is a den which the ur6àn animal can 

escape to fram the pressures ~nd tumult of the city, a refuge from the 

"rat race". During the Renaissance, the merchant kmgs spent summers in 

their villas at the foot of thè Appenmnes and other famous locations. 

The Victorian capitalists acquired villas against Mount Royal for similar 

reasons, however, they could, because of improved transportation 

technologies, commute to and from the city where they" worked, on a 

daily basis. This pattern to separa~e work place and the home 

multlplied exponentially in an e~itarlan society coupled' with. 

automobileS, brought about our famlliar urban sprawl and 

anonymous suburbs, dotted with row upon row of bay windowed mini 

villas, an urban heritage which may become the nightmare of future 

generations. 

" 
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