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ABSTRACT

The heirs of Khayr al-Din’s secular reformism and the
successors of Bashir Safer es spokesman for the Tunisien public
before French officieldom, the Young Tunisisns were a small elite
grouped sround ‘All Bash Henbsh and the weekly Le Tunisien. They
advoceted major chenges in their country’s educational, judiciery,
fiscal and administrstive structures but they were unswervingly
loyal to France, espousing only a sentimental, cultural venIslamism
and eschewing comperison with Young Turks and Young Egyptians. They
had wide support among the growing renks of French-educeted Tunisiens
end among French liberal vpoliticians but the administration wavered in
its attitude from encouragement to hostility, while the settlers hated
them with profound suspicion. Although the Constitutional Party
(Destour) abandoned the Young Tunisiens® policy of constructive
gradualism, this there was revived by the Reform Party and as the

cornerstone of Neo-Destour’s politioue d’étapes, it eventually

brought Tunisia to independence; thus justifying the ascriotion of the

Young Tunisians?® legacy to Hablb Burgibeh.
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SO0MMAIRE

Héritiers du reéformisme lalc de Fheyr el-~Din et successeurs
de Bashir gefer comme porte-parole de la populece tunisienne devant
la bureaucratie frengaise, les Jeunes=Tunisiens étaient une petite
élite groupée sutour de 'All Bash Yanbeh et de 1’hébdomadsire Le
Tunisiens Ils voulaient des transformetions mejeures dans les
structures pédegogique, judicieire, fiscale et edministrotive de
leur peys mais ils rertasient toujours fideles & la Frence; le
penislemisme ou’ils soutenaient n’étsit qu’un rattachement culturel
et sentimental, et ils repoussaient toute comparaison entre eux=memes
et les Jeunes-Turcs ou les Jeunes-Egyptiens. Ils jouissaient d'un
large appul parmi les rengs grandissents des Tunisiens munis d*une
formation frangaise et aussi parmi les hommes politicues frangais de
tendence libérele, mais 1’attitude du Protectorat & leur égerd
chancelait entre 1l?encouragement et 1’hostilité. Les colons, pour
leur pert, halssaient les Jeunes-Tunisiens et les digniteires indigenes,
volitigues et religieux, leur réservaient un soupeon profond. Bien
gque le Parti Constitutionnel (Destour) ait abendonné la voliticue
jeune~tunisienne de 1?évolutionnisme constructif, ce théme, renimé par
le Perti Réformiste, s’est feit la pierre fondementale de la "politique
d?étapes" du Neo-Destour et comme telle & amené la Tunisie & 1?indé~
pendance. Ainsi peut-on justifier 1’essignetion du legs des Jeunes=—

Tunisiens au président Habib Burgibah.
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INTRODUCTION

Virtually every general history of modern Tunisis mekes
at least a casual reference to the Young Tunisians, a2 group of
secular reformers who emerged from the first generetiorn in the

regency to pass through French scheools. Different authors hsve

al

"organized body of netionalists

decseribed these ycuthes as an or

as treitors to their owr heritege whc werked to drown the Tunisian
rersonality in French culture,2 es 8 "handful of agitators"J or as

e meek bend of burghers whose spiritual legacy had evaporated in
their acral banle:x‘uptcy.)+ Some observers have seen them ae penlslamic
fanatics serving an internstional conspiracy directed from Istanbul5
while others have remerked on their freethinking tendencies thet

were all but indistinguisheble from outright apostpsy.é Herdly eny

writere have paused, however, to give this most interestirg grcup

lBenjamin Rivliin, "The Tunisian Netionalist Movement: Four
Decades of Evolution," Middle Fest Journal, VI, 2(Srring 1952), p. 167.

°M. B. (Mapmud Bu'alil), "1908: Francisation, dépersonnali-
setion, désarasbisation," L’Action (Tunis), 2 Merch 1972, p. 6.

z ’ ~
)Ren? Millet, France d’Qutre-Mer: La Congquéte du Merocs la
Question indigene (Algérie et Tunisie) (Paris: Perrin, 1913), p. 228.

Paul Vigné d’Octon, La sueur du burnous (Peris: Editions
de la Guerre sociszle, 1911), p. 378f.
5E.g., Edouerd de\Warren, "L’ éémeute du cimetiere musulman du
Djellaz et les assessinzts a Tunis (7, 8 et 9 novembre 1911),"
Afrigue frenceise, ¥XII, 1(Januery 1912), p. 8,

6E.g., Cherles Géniamux, "Les Jeunes Tunisiens," Revue
Politicue et Littéraire (Revue Bleue), 5th series, X, 20(1L November
1998)’ Pe. 635.




more than cursory attention, and such haste is doubtless the
principél cause of the breadth of the spectrum of descriptions,
while amoﬁg the general works which mention the Young Tunisians, by
far the most perceptive assesswent of their place in their own era
and in the sweep of history is that of L. C. Brown’s doctoral
dissertation.7 Some scholars have discussed various asvects of the
Young Tunisians’ attitude and milieu8 but few, if any, heve tried to
build on the pioneer studies of Shadhill Khayr A11£h.9 This thesis
aspires to remedy this deficiency and to sift the valid from the
misinformed among the occasional observations of the past through a
reappraisal of published references to the Young Tunisians, a close
examination of their ideas as expressed principally in the weekly
Le Tunisien end an extensive scouring of the pertinent governmental
archives in Tunis, Such a concentration of focus will allow a
precise discernment of the pragmstic associstionism end reforming
secularism of the Young Tunisians between the extiremes of intransigeant
nationalism and eager assimilationism or those of rabid religiosity

and open agnosticism,

7“Tunisia under the French Protectoraste," Harvard University,

1962,

E.g., C.-A. Julien, "Colons fran?ais et Jeunes-Tunisiens
(1881-1912)," Revue frangaise d’Histoire d’Outre-Mer, LIV(1967), 87-150.

9(Chedly Khairalleh), Le Mouvement évolutionniste tunisien
(Notes et Documents), I and II (Tunis: Imprimerie de Tunis, 1934),
III(Tunis: Marc Garrot, 1938) and Escai d’Histoire et de Synthese des
mouverents netionalistes tunisiens: 1le Mouvement "Jeune Tunisien’

(Tunis: Bonici,[1956]).




After reviewing the history of the early protectorate
period in Tunisia, with an emphasis on the events of most relevence
to the investigation at hand, this dissertation first seeks to
establish the Young Tunisians’ links with their country’s earlier
reformers, such as Khayr al-Din, through common accuaintance with the
regency’s early jourrnalists and, especially, such individuals as
Bashilr Safar and Muharmed al-Agram. There follows a survey of the
leading personalities of the movement, whose inner circle of 'All
Bash Hanbeh, Hasan Qallatl and Mupammad Mu'man enunciated a program
of gradual social reform designed to bestow upon Tunisian society
the supposed benefits of modernity without uprooting it from its
Arabic and Islamic heritasge. An analysis of the Young Tunisiens’
policies shows that their major concern was to win for their country’s
children the right to a scientific education that would vrevare them
for life in a technological age, but they also sought to rationalize
the Tunisian judiciary and to secure a stake for their comvatriots
in the economic and political affairs of their homeland. Regarding
panlslamism as a sentirentsl bond with other Muslim veovnles, the
Young Tunisians embraced an essentially secular view of society,
leaving religious belief and practice to personal choice and insisting
on the absolute equality of all the Bay’s subjects, Jews as well as
Muslims. They were, nevertheless, sufficiently loyal to their
ancestral culture to refuse to be assimilated into Frenchmen, but
tried to use the French presence in Tunisia 25 a means to facilitete
the gentle transition of their own society to full varticivation in

the developing world coumunity. They could thus profess loyalty to



and admiration for the protecting power and its egaliterian ideology,
at least until the government abruptly abandoned their cherished
policy of associations

The Young Tunisians enjoyed the sunport of almost all their
few French-educated countrymen;, and attracted a following among
French liberals both in Frence and in Tunisia. They &lso aroused
vigorous opnposition, especially among the settlers, whose antagonism
was instrumental in securing their downfall. Their ideas were kept
alive during nearly a decade of martial law to provide most of the
original program of the Libersl Constitutional Party (Destour) end
the pletform of Qallati’s Reform Perty. Once the bankruptcy of the
policy of association had become evident, it was & small step for
Heblb Birgibah to combire the Young Tunisians’ program of evolutionary
reform with the goal of national independence, which could by then
be seen as the essential means to effecting the movement’s social and
economic objectives. Although the Young Tunisians shared some attitudes
with similar groups in Egypt end the Ottoman Eroire, they worked
pragmatically in the unicue context of the French Protectorate and
derived their asvirations from their own Tunisian forebears. 1In
their desire to preserve their country’s cultural heritage by freeing
it from the obsolete accretions of the past and equiping it with the
means to sustein itself in a scientific age, the Young Tunisians
worked for the social changes they considered most necessary to this
process of modernization without seeking en ideological lesbel for
themselves. Their seculer progrem of gredusl reform, however, made

them the link between the vioneers of Khayr al-Din’s time and the



victorious varty of Burgibsh, the middle generation in Tunisia’s
century of adaptation to the modern world.

All Aresbic words in this study, including neres, have
been transliterated according to the system in use at the Institute
of Islamic Studies of McGill University. Except where another
trenslation is explicitly mentioned, all quotations from other

languages have been rendered into English by the author,



CHAPTER I

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

A. Preliminary Developments

While Yusuf Sabib al-Tabi' had initiated some administrative
reorganization in Tunisia under Hammudah (1786-1814),1 it was only
during the period following the French invssion of &klgeria, and
especially in the reign of Aymad Bay (1837-1855) thet any reel
program of modernization was undertaken in the Regency. The major
achievement of this period was the ovening of the Bsrdu Military
Academy in 1838, where several of the leaders of the next wave of
reformers completed their formsl educstion; the most imvortant of
these was General Khayr al-Din, who became Prime Minister in 1873
after persuading Muhammad Bay to give his subjects the Fundemental
Pact of 1857. Besides the founding of the famous $adicl College (1876)
Khayr al-Din’s governrent implemented at least a dozen other major
reforms,2 of which the most important were the establishment of the
Jam'lyat el=-Awqaf to provide the country’s pious foundations with

an efficient administration, and the launching of a similar organi-

zation to supervise the olive orchards (al-Ghabsh); es well, he was

1M. gadiq Zemirli (Sadok Zmerli), Figures Tunisiennes: Les
Précurseurs (Tuniss Bouslama,[1964]), pp. 9-28.

°There is a list of these in M, F&gil Ibn ‘Ashir, Tarajim
al-A'lam (Tunis: al-Dar al-Tunisiyah 1i-1-Nashr, 1970), p. 5%.
See further discussion in chapter IT.



able to improve legael and social conditions for orison inmates and
sharecropperss His principal collaborators were General Husayn,
first vresident of the municipal council of Tunis; Mulammed Bayrem V,
founder of Tunisia’s first newspaper, and Salim Buhajib, vrofessor
at the Zaytunah Mosgue~University, who had accompanied Khayr al-Din
on a mission to Istanbul in 1871 and who seems to have been interim
leader of the reform group on the eve of the French occupation.3
The imposition of the Protectorate by the Treaties of Bardu
(1881) and al-Marsd (1883) met no active reeistance, but the gradual
permeation of the administration by French officisldom to the detriment
of the ambitions of the rising number of competent Tunisiens possessing
a modern education foreshadowed the emergence of vopular spokesmen
who would try to arrest or reverse this vrocess of encroachment.
The remnants of Khayr al-Din’s reform movements, grouped around
Salim BGhajib and Mupemmad Samusl, turned to the panlslamic ideas of
the secret society al-‘Urwah al-Wuthad, whose 1e§der Muhammad tAbduh,

visited Tunis for forty deys (November 1884 to January 1885),

encouraging the reformers to work gradually; he maintained his contacts

31bn tAshur, Arkan al-Nahdeh al-‘Arabiysh bi-Tanis (Tuniss
Maktsbat al-Najah, 1381 [1961]), p. 18f.

Andreé Servier criticized the French suthorities for
allowing matlers to develop in this way by encoureging Tunisien
education, Le Péril de 1’Avenir: Le Nationalisme musulmen en Egypte,
en Tunisie, en Algerie (Constantine: Boet, 1913), p. 79.




with Bupajib and others after his departure.5 That the intellectual
revival caused the French authorities some concern is evident from
Sanusi’s brief banishment to Qabis (Gabes) in 1885, but he soon
returned to the ranks of the civil service in Tunis end joined
Salim Bupajib end other former associstes of Khayr al-Din in
publishing an unofficial weekly, sl-Hedirah, under the direction of
‘A1l Bushushah. Among the junior editors of al-Hadirah, which first
appeered on 2 August 1888, was Bushushah’s fellow-$a8digil, Bashir Sefar,6
who was soon the leader of a fused elite of §adials end Zaytunis,
mostly civil servants, working for the modernizetion of Tunisia’s
administration.7 The editors of al-Hadirah remained fairly gentle in
their criticisms of the Protectorste, but from 1890 *Abd al-Rapmen
al-ganadll was publishing the more vocal newspaper, al-Zuhrah.8
Sefar, Buhajib and the $adici Muhammed al~Agram formed the
Kheldinlyeh in 1896, with the blessings of Agram’s friend, Resident

-General Millet.9 This society, whose first vresident, Mupemmad Qarawil,

STon ‘Kshur, el=Haroksh sl-Adeblyah wa-1-Fikriyah f£1 Tunis
(Cairo: Dar al-Hena, 1956), p. 44f.

6
Ibid., p. 49f.

7Ibn 'Kshar, Arkan al-N&hdah, p- 350

8Ibn *Ashur, sl-Harakah al-Adsbiyah, p. 52,

?Tbn *Kshiir, Terajim al-A'l8m, p. 242f,




wes a graduate of the Bardu Viliitery Ccllege and the director of
S2digl College, encouraged the svread of modern sciences among

the students of the Zaytunah University through lectures, fellowshios
end a library.'Q By 1900, the two leading figures of the Knaldiniyah
hed become resnonsitle for two of Kheyr al-Din’s crestions: Safar
was president of the Jam‘iyet al-Awqaf, and Agram was director of
the Ghabsh. $afar used his position to recruit vromising students
from his Khaldunlyah classes into the endowment ccrporation, with

the double objective of keeping some positions of responsibility in
Tunisian hands and of atturing the Zaytunls to the needs and
possibilities for evolving a modern society in the Regency. Meanwvhile,
tAbd al='Az1z al-The'alibl, a former pupil of Jafar’s at the
Khelduniyeh hrd msde his polemic debut by publishinz the newspever

Sebll al-Rashéd, which was quickly suspended wher it becanme

erbroiled in religions controversy.l

During 1807 gafar had launched a campaign for the extension
of education in Tunisia, and Akmad Ghatifjss became the firs: native
rexber of the Bar of Tunis. On the other herd, Victor de Carnieéres,
e leading settler, attacked the nrotectorste suthorities for the

grudging encouragercnt they hed slready given to nublic inctruction,

10vAbg a1-Jel11 Zewush (A. Zacuche), "Le Kheldouniya,"
Le Tunisien, 31 March 1910.

U ohzanil Khayr Allzh (C.K.), "Le Cheilth Akdelaziz
Teelbi," La Voix du Tunisien, édition spéciasle, 8 July 1934,
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warning that "there is gradually forming a ‘Young Tunisian’ party

which will cause wuch trouble for future resilenis avd corsnire

]
4 f1 1{' 3

s
e N
U

'R

endlessly ~grirat » French cormuni tr the ecxrlient
: s » . N

public ure of the term "Young Tunieian". De Crrrnieres ferred a
vanIrliamic vlol ond eelled attention to the brand coverecge of

e s rans 3 st this time SElik Sharif, Safer’
Ottoman everts in =l-Hadirah; at this tirme §alih Sharaf, Fefer’s
frierd and a member of the government committee sprpointed to revise
the Zeytuneh curriculum, wes sssiduously studying Turlish, while
gafer himself wes on friendly terms with the exiled Young Turks

Fa

1
livirg in Tunis. In 1900 2 new gererstion “ouv? 47 voice with

the publicetioﬁ of & brochure by ‘'Abd e21-Jelil Zawush, = arguirg
thrt ederuste education, a2g the key to econornic subsisterce,

ought to be provided to &ll Tunicians, erd exvrersing the euthor’s
trust that the French suthorities would assure the edvercernert of the
country; at the sere time he suggested thet the indigenous population

should be represented in the Regency?s Censultetive Conference.

On another issue, gafer wrote to Resident-Generzl Pichon to urge

12
Tunisie Frencaise, 17 Avril 1807, cuoted in H. Tridon,

Comment la France perdrs ses colonies (Peris: Fditions et Libreirie,

L1912]), p. 85.

1 . - . . . .
5Tun191e Frangeaicse,27 Mey 1899, cuoted in Tridon, on. cit.,

p. 61f.

141bn ‘Astiur, Terajim el-A'lem, p. 214,

. 15(Abde1jeli1 Zaouche), Er Tunisie: L’Enseignenent des
Indigenes (Tunis: Brigol, 1900), 23pp.
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trat rcrivate endowment land should be svared from Burovean
csettlement lest the Tunisians become 2 lendless peesentry in
their own territory.lé Albin Rozet, & French parlismenterian,
excoriated the settlers for their apparent irtent to dispossess
the Tunisian populace.17

Mubermad 'Abduh spent most of his second visit to Tunis
(Sertember 1603) in the corpany of 8elim Buhajib’s son Khalll, the
husbend of Princess Nazll of Egypt, but he visited $afer end Zawush
as well 2= 8 grest number of religious and politicel leadere;
he expressed strong asprroval for the modern curriculum of the
Khaldunlyeh but apnarently refrsined from overt tolitical activity.18
Khalll’s brother, ‘Uner Buhajib, had warried the widow of General
Husayn, whose daughter in 1903 became the bride of 'All Bash Hanbeh,
a 88digl who had recently formed e study group with the Khaldunl
Hedl Qagurl, then employed by the Jam'ilyet al—Aquf.19.The rresidency
of this conclave wes apparently accorded to Tha'alibil, who had

recently returned to Tunis (2fter being expelled from Egypt)

léArchives Génereles Tunisiennes, série F, cartonm 19, file
28. I am grateful to Arnold E. Green for this reference.

17Speech in Chamber of Devuties, reported in Le Journal,
21 April 1902 es reproduced in L’Action (Tunis))21 October 1971.

8 -
1 Mungif Shannufa (Moncef Chennoufi)ﬁ"Les deux séjours de
Mugarmed 'Abduh en Tunisie," Cahiers de Tunisie, XVI (1968), 75-79.

9Archives Générales Tunisienres, série E, carton 550,
file 30/15, folioc 61, document 167.
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) < . . . 20
suppocedly to help Armend Destrees launch Le Courrier de Tunisie,

a socialist newspaper. 1In 1904, however, he wes condemned by
the daribeh court for exprounding modernist opirions. Meenwhile,
Gafar won oreise from Le Tenvs for hic meesterful expogition cf
Arab geogrephy at an international geographic conference held
in Tunis,

The pece of events ouickened during 1908, Destrées
founded the Republicen Party, while Zewush and Hasen QallEtl
(Geullaty, Sefer’s son-in-law) contributed to the socialist
veper, Le Libéral.22 Young Tunisians formed athletic, theatrical
end musical societies, e£nd in October the Société de Bienfeisence
rusulmane care into being. Finally on 23 Decerber, Bash Banbsah,
Qallatl, Zawush end several of their former classmates founded
the S2diql Alumni Association, choosing ss its first ovresident
Khayr Allah Ibn Mugiafd whose fether hed been s protégé of Khayr

81-Din end director of the Gh'ébah.25 Sveaking tefore the society’s

20
"Autobiogravhie du Cheikh Thaelbi," Centre de
Docurentation Nationale (Tunis), file A-3-13.
2
Ibn *Ashir, al-Harakah al-Adablysh, p. 83; cf infra,
chapter II, n. 47.

22
Ettore Rossi, "Il Movimento erabo in Tunisia dovo la
Guerra," Oriente Moderno, III, 4(15 September 1923), p. 200;
Ibn ‘Ashur, al-Herakeh al-Adablysh, p. 84,

25M.8. Zamirli (Zmerli), Figures Tunisienness Les
Successeurs (Tuniss Maizcon Tunisienne de 1°Edition, 19€7),
vp. 283ff. The official nemes of the society were "L?Association

des Anciens Fléves du College SedTki" end "Jem'Iyeh Cudems’
el-gadiqiyah".
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insugural meeting, Bash Hanbah heiled his colleagues es & new
biculturel élite whose mission wes to acclimatize the mssses to
the modern world through & progrem of instruction.24 Bash Hanbah
left to finish his legal studies in Paris, but the society

25

flourished; the lectures it svonsored were gttended by a smell

group of reforrist Zaytunah professors, including Tahir Ibn ‘Ishﬁr.26
Woen on 24 March 1906 Resident-Generel Pichon formally
opened the new quarters of the takiyah, e hospice oversted by the
Jam'lyat al-Awqaf for the elcderly poor, Safar took the occasion to
gir publicly kise enprehension about his organizaetion?s straitened
circumstances and the dirinishing voesibility for qualified
Tunisians to enter the government’s service. He made his point
forcefully but without offense and complimented the renresentetive
of France for the many improvements thet the protectorste had
brought Tunisia.27 Agram delivered & series of lectures on Tunisian
oroblems to the Marseille Colonial Conference of September 1906,

and Zawush issued a booklet defending private endowments from

encroachment and urging the authorities to develop better

247ne full text of this speech is in ShAdhili Khayr Al13h
(Chedly Khairalleh), Essai d’Histoire et de Synthese des mouvements
nationalistes tunisiens: le Mouvement "Jeune Tunisien” (Tunis:

Bonici, [19%6]), pp. 30-46.

25Postcard, Umar Bupejib to ‘All Bash Haenbah, 7 May 1906,
AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 61.bis, document h2.

26 .~ - -
6Fadil Ibn *Ashir, al-Herakah al-Adabiyah, p. 86f.

27The text of the speeck is in Khayr Allah, op.cit.,
pp 65-68.
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educational facilities for the Tunisians.28 During 1906 $alik
Sherif left Tunisie to work for the panIlslamic movement in Istanbul,
while several new Arabic newspapers in Tunis rallied to the caucse
of reform: al-3awdb, edited by Muhemmad Ja'a’ibl, who hed once
been & pupil of §afar’s;29 al-Murshid, directed by Sulaymen
Jedawl, scon to be in trouble for his intemperste attacks on
certain judicial offiecials of dubious probity;io end al-Tecaddum,
published by Bashir FGrati, & friend of Bash Hanbah’s. ! late in
1906 Safar joined Zawush, Bash Hanbah, Qallatl and several others
in creeting le Cercle Tunisien, where political affairs could be
discussed in strictly-puarded intimacy.52 And with Safar?’s help
Ibn Mugtefd opened & reformed Quranic school in Tunis as the

33

vear was endinge.

28(Zaouche), En Tunisie: La Propriété indigéne et la
Colonisation (Tunis: Imorimerie rapide, 1906), 36pp; Agram (Lasrem)
and P. de Dianous, Questions tunisiennes: Cormunicetions présentées
au Congres colonial de Marseille (5-9 sectemtre 1906)s Extrait du
compte rendu officiel du Congres (Peris: Augustin Challerel, 1907),
7hy i3t op - V. infra, ch. II, sec. E.

29

Ibn ‘Ashur, al-Harakah al-Adabiyah, p. 73.

50agT, BS5S0, 30/15, folio 141, docurent 159.

51Ibid., folio 270, document 1.

52$§giq Zemirli, ouoted in Khelid Qazmir (Khaled Guezmir).
"Centribution a 1’étude du rmouvement ‘Jeune Turisiens’: Le
Journzl de 1l’sile radicale de ce mouvements ‘le Turisien?," la

Presse (Turis), 16 August 1972, p. 3.

““L. Carl Brown in C.A. Micsud, ed., Tunisia: the Politics

of vodernization (New York: Preseger, 1964), p. 32, referring to an
erticle by I1bn Mugjafd in al-Maiallah al-Zaytuniyah, March 19%9.
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B. The Years of Promise

The decree of 2 February 1907, providing for the
participation of sixteen Tunisians in the proceedings of the
Consultative Conference won only lukewarm spproval from the
progressive Tunisians, because it stipulsted thet these members
were to be appointed by the government and not elected by the
veorles On the other hand, the settlers,who elected thirty-nine
rembers of the Conference, resented this intrusion into an institu-
tion thst hed been their vreserve since ites inception some sixteen
years before.54 Having argued that the nstive representatives
ought to be fluent in French and femiliar with Buropean culture,
the Young Tunisians were deeply disappointed in the selection of
delegates: most were men from a traditional background, end only
one, Zawush, met the desired criteria.55 In any cese Zewush geined
the confidence of his colleagues and, 85 secretary of the netive
cection of the Conference, he promised thet his competriots would
cooperete on all progrems of generel benefit and asked that priority
be given to expanding and irmproving education, modernizing the

judiciary and tax reforme Of these issues only one was discussed:

Z
Augustin Bzrnard, "La Tunicie et les ouestions
funisiennes," Afrique francaise, XVII, 12(December 1907) p. 427;
the purpoce of the Conference was to advise the governrent tut the
latter was in no way bound by the resolutions of the Conference.

55Le Tunisien, 7 and 14 November 1907.

6
> Ibid., 14 November 1907. Bernard, op.cit., p. 427f.
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coeducation of Rurcpear and Tunisian children was rejected,

although the Conference gave its unenimous assent to a reorgenization
of the Tunisian normal school.37 Besides, it refused to endorse a
proposgal to allow the formetion of netive labor unions; the reformers?
only solece, as Qallztl remarked, lay in the consultetive charscter
of the Conference: hopefully, the government would be more favorable
to their aspirations.3 Trheir hopes were by no means groundless,

for on three occasions during the closing weeks of 1907 French
ministers publicly committed the Clemenceau administration to a

59

policy of association. While these controversies excited spirits

in Tunisia, Bashir Zafer and Khalill Bukajib were vacationing in
Egypt, where they visited the Khedive on 6 Decembor.ho

Five deys after the amnouncerent of the adrministration’s
intention to nominste Tunisians to the Consultative Conference,
‘Al1 Bash Hanbeh produced the first number of Le Tunisien, a French
language weekly to be oversted by Tunisians with the object of
expressing the interests of the protected peovle in the idiom of

its protectors. There is a widespread assumption that some sort of

. b
Tunisian party was formed at this time: Jacqgues Guerif 1 and

4

)7Le Tunisien, 5 December 1907.
381pid.
9.,

Ibid., 30 January 1908,
40Ibid., 10 December 1907,

41"L’Evolution du mouvement natiornaliste tunicsien,"
Les Temps modernes, 77(March 1952), p. 1549,
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André Raymondhzstate that §afer snd Bacsh Hanbah forumed the
"Young Tunisien Party", to be joined leter by Tha'alibl; 'Allal
L

r1-Fesitouses the same designation but escribes leadership only

=44 45

to Bash Henbah while Hebib Jenhani~ 'end Cherles-André Julien
similerly portrey Bash Henbah e2s the sole chieftain, but believe
the original neme of the group to h=ve been the "Fyolutionist
Party", Rodolfo Gil BenumeyaAéand Chaerles~Robert Ageron47 follow
the eerly leec of Ettore R095148who associrtes Tha'2libl with
Bash Hanbeh in the perty lesdership. There is no concrete evi-
dence that a party wes ever founded; the police surveillence

disnatches refer only to a "Comité Bach~Hemba" and even their

reports offer no conclusive evidence that eny formal structure

42L3 Tunisie (Peris: Presses Univercitaires de Frence,
1961), Pe Qe
43
Al-Hsrakat al-Isticlaliyeh £1 al-Maghrib cl—‘Arebl
(Ceiro: Matba et el-Risalah, 1368/1948), o. 50.

(Jenhani), "Die Nationeloreese Tunesiens,"
Publizistik, IX, 3 (July-Sept. 1964), p. 248,

5"Colonq francels et Jeunes-Tunisiens (12892-1012),"
Revue frangeise d’Histoile d’Outre-Mer, LIV (1967), p. 128,

Penorema del Mundo drebe (Medrid: Tnstituto de
Fstudios Africenos, 19%2), p. 46t.
47 ,
Les Algeriens musulmens et la Frence: 1871-1019
(Periss Presses Universitaires de Frsnce, 1968), I1I, 1033,

48

Loc. cit.
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wes organized.49 In short, no party seems to have existed;

rather Bash Hanbeh and his colleagues of Le Tunisien represented

a spectrum of modernist attitudes that were sufficiently congruent
to allow the development of a general "evolutionist novement", 20
the proponents of which mcouired and zccepted the epithet "Young
Tunisien®. Safer may have encouraged Bash Henbsh and his friends,
but he did not write openly for Le Tunisien; in any case his
avpointment as Governor of Sussh (Sousse) in Jure 1908 removed

hinm from the centre of action. As for Tha'alibi’s role, Rossi’s
observations are based on an interview with the shaykh, whose

51

penchant for exaggerating his own part in history, considered
with the lack of any mention of hiw in Young Tunisien circles
before 1909, permits us to give Bach Henbah pride of place within
the moverents That there were links between the rodernist Sadigls
and the advocates of reforr in the Zaytunah University is

demonstrated by Le Tunisien’s nreise of the newly-founded student

society led by a professor who had attended $adiql College,

9 N
AGT, BS%0, 30/15:¢ M"Gens a Surveiller," vessim.

503h§dhi1i Khayr Allah (Chedly XKhalrallash) Le Mouvement
evolutionniste tunisien (Notes et Documents), I'and IT (Tunis:
Imprimerie de Tunis, 1934), III {Tuniss Marc Garrot, 19%8). Le
Tunisien claimed to be the organ of & varty, 4 May 1911, but never
mentioned any structure, officers or memberchipa

1 . . . .
> See, Jor exemvle, his sutobiography in the Centre de
Docunientation ¥ationele, loc. cita
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- 52

Muhemmad Ridwan.’

§ofer’s "promoticn® was rerretted by the Arsbic vress

. 53 . .
and Le Tunisien; the crestion of & nev endrments council met
with rixed feelings, but there were two S2dicls (Hesan Ibn Barakat

™ N s , . . 51!'7\4.
and Khayr Allzh Ibn Mugiefd) smong its eight ~embers. Rut
romertous 2s $afar’s rustication umny have boen, the major event

of 1908 for the Young Turisisns wac 4tho Morth Africe Consress

held in Prrir from 6 ta 10 October. Lr

el

o

[t
3
-
3

S

47
4

e ctetus of the rious rrdounmendt rere the broed areas of their
£h
examinaticn, As neliher Jeler ror Agrew eitended <he crngress,

~

Ttn Mugtafd end Zawush lcd tlz Tunician contineert., "ithwt

m

wirninag all the voites, the Tunicinns felt they had gaineld ~uch

o *

“rov their enverience, ernecially with rersrd Lo attreectireg

Ibid., 30 July 1907,

7

B N rd LY . T

C. Devnince, ed., Congres de 1’Africue du Yord tenu
Paris du 6 au 10 octobre 1908:; Coupte rendu des 4rovaux, 2vv.
" ‘. ] Ld 0] .
(Paris: Comite d'Orgeni»riisn du Concres, 1009 ).
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sympathy for their cause in France. 'Wrhile his collesgues were
in Peris, Hesan Qallatl was in Istanbul to investigate the new
situation in the Ottoman Empire consecuent to the reintroduction
of the constitution on 24 July.57 During this year the government
reduced the poll tax (g@jbé), made provision for the emvloyment
of Tunisians in the vost office and or nublic works end exvended
hospital and dispensery cervices; the Resident-General was duly
praised for these signs of benevolence and for the hove of further
kindnesses.58

The year 1909 was marked by 2 minor controversy among
the Young Tunisiens: Bash Hanbah end Mupemmad Nu'men criticized
the conceot of & reformed Quranic school develoved by Ibn Mugtafa
(with Safar’s blessing) and insisted that the Franco-Arab school
must be given priority in any areas of mixed population, On
8 November appeared the first number of al-Tunisl; Tha'alibl
joined the publishing team et this juncture, but Bash Hanbah’s

. . 60
preference for a restrained approach vrevailed. Most of each

issue comprised trenslations from Le Tunisien, but there was

2TLe Tunisien, 15 October 1908,
58
““Ibid., 7 Jenuary 1909,

59See paper by Ibn Mustafd in Devincé, op. cit., II,
552-561; CeA. Julien, op. cit., p. 140; Ibn tAshlir, al-Harakah
al-Adablyah, p. 94f; Le Tunisien, 8 articles by Bash Hrnbah,
14 January to 8 April 1909.

OSee, for exemple, Bash Henbah’s erticle in the first
issue, Tha'8libl’s praise of the protectorete, 22 November 1909
and the unsigned welcome addressed to the President of France,
24 Merch 1911,
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usually a short editorial by Tha'alibl, who kent in stev with
Bash Hanbah’s publishing policy. Confrontation with the settlers
was further embittered by the decisions of the Consultative
Conflerence against fiscal and judicial reform and in favor of the
transfer of Tunisian Jews to French judiciml status; the Young
Tunisians were somewhet comforted by a reassertion of the policy
of association by Le Temps on 9 December.61 On the question of
transferral Ibn Mugfafd and Bash Henbah were in full agreement:

the forrer had opposeg the idea when it had been mooted at the
North Africa Congress : while Bash Hanbah assailed the proposal
in the columns of Le Tunisieniéna.zawush fought it in the Conference.
When that body carried the resolution for transfer, Apmad al-3afi
organized & Muslim rally at the Palmerium in downtownrn Tunis.
There on 19 December an orderly assembly of some ten thousand
heard 5af1 (a lawyer), Ja'a’ibl of al-Sawab, a prominent farmer
remed Jamilu and the physician Ahmad al=5harif develop the
implications of such a development. Bash Hanbah did not address
the gathering because he felt that it ought to consider the

6
whole cuestion of judicial reform. The issue subsided when the

6
lLe Tunisien, 16 December 1909,

62D epincé, op. cit., II, 73f.
63

Le Tunisien, 25 November 1909,

641bid., 16 December 1909; cf the account of this meeting
in Khayr Allah, Le Mouverent évolutionniste tunisien, III, 13=22,
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French government chose to trest Tunisian Jews and Muslims on
an eoual foo‘ting.é5

While the administration temvorized with a slight
reduction of the poll tax and a concomitant imposition of heavy
tithes (tushur), the Young Tunisians remonstrated that the
financial pogsition of their rurel compatriots had deteriorated
through the "reform" and the ways in which the tithes were
assessed and collected.66 The only modificetion of the poll tax
acceptable to the settler party would be the cessation of the
exemption enjoyed by five cities, The settlers’ intransigence
led the Resident-General to divide the Consultative Conference
into French and Tunisian sections on 27 Avril 1910, although
Zawush and even several of the French members of the Conference
publicly regretted this decisj_on.é8 The government also showed

its force by suspending three Arabic newsvapers during the year:

al-Sawab and al-Mudhik in Merch and al-Zuhrah in October; Le Tunisien

Article in Le Temps, 29 March 1910 reprinted in
Le Tunisien, 7 April 1910,
66 __ -
Bash Hanbah on fiscal reform, Le Tunisien, 3 March 1910;
Zawush on the new tithing system, ibid., 7 Aoril 1910.

Victor de Carnieres, "Le Malentendu tunisien,™ Revue
politicue et parlementaire, LXIV, 192(June 1910), p.556.

8Le Tunisien, 5 and 19 May 1910.
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voiced the Young Tunisians? dismay over these arbitrary

interdictions.69 The ban on gl-Zuhrah was soon lifted (on 26

December), shortly after Tayyib Ibn 'Tsd, & young 7avtini, had

begun to publish the weekly al—Mushir.7o In Istanbul, meenwhile,

a former Hanafl gadl of Tunis, Isma‘'il al=$afa’ihl had brought

together a group of discontented North African expatriates,

including $alil and Ahmad al—Sharif.71
But for the Young Tunisians, the most absorbing episode

of 1910 was the students’ strike at the Zaytunah University.

Their curriculum had remained static since the pertial implerentation

of Khayr al-Din’s reforms in 1875, but the goverrrent resvonded

to a petition bezring eight hundred of their signatures by the

sirple tactic of eppointing an investigative committee. A4 month

later, on 15 Arril, the students stonred atterding clesses.

Encoureged by Bash Henbah, Zawush and The'alibl 2nd counselled by

gaf1 end Qallatl, they next occupied the mosocue on 17 April.

Bash Hanbah addressed them there on 18 April, urging calm and

moderation and explaining the value of modern sciences. A large

crowd demonstreted before the offices of the Minister of the Pen,

Tayyib Jelluli, on 21 April, but disversed when he promised to

see the student delegetion the next dey. Overnight three students

were arrested and when the delegeates returned emovty-handed on 22

9
Le Tunisien, 17 March and 27 Cctober 1910.
7
doce. 150

OAGT, 550, 30/15, folio 94, doc. 29 and folio 297,

71Bomperd (French Ambassador in Istanbul) to Pichon
(Minister of Foreign Affairs), October 1910; AGT, ES50, 30/15,
folio 15, doc. 12
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April the demonstrators asked Zawush to take their grievences

to the Resident-General. Although Alapetite seemed sympathetic,
Jallulil refused to discuss matters further., 'fhen the Bay arrived
in Tunis on 25 Anril, he was accosted by a throng of students
shouting "Reform!" 2nd violence was forestalled only by the

quick work of Ja'a’ibl, Zamirll end Tha'slibl. After &n amicable
conversation with Qalleti and $afi, Fleury (Assistant Secretsry -
-General) indiceted the governmrent’s willingness to coopereste

(26 April) and by the next dey classes had resumed. On 28 Aoril
the first of the recuested modifications wns promulgated and by

6 Mey the students felt sufficiently confident to hold & victory
celebration. Zemirll, Zawush a2nd GhattBis were smong the sveslkers;
Bash Hanbeh, absent from Tunis, was revresented by Tha'alibi,

who underlined the cooperation the strilke had engendered among

72

the youtn of Tunis and strecssed the mdvantages of modern learning.

C. Climax and Cstastrophe

During the early vart of 1911, all seemed well for the
Young Tunisians and their hcoes for the policy of associstion,
President Falliéres of France toured the regency in Arril, and
his speeches were talten as a virtual endorsement of the vrogram
set forth in the opening issue of Le Tunisien; ecpecially

encouraging was Fallieres’ support for integrated pri-ary

72 - -
Le Tunisien, 14 Anril to 12 May 1910; e1-TGnisl, 9 May

1910. Of A.H. Green, "The Tunisian Ulame, 1873-1915: Social
Structure and Response to Ideological Currents" (unpublished Ph.D.
dissertation, University of Californis, Los Arnpeles, 1973), pp: 243-7,
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education, but it was also pleasant to hear the Resident-General
echo the president’s commitments.7§ This congenial atmosvhere
trought Ibn ugtafd, Zawush and Bash Hanbeh to the banguet (10 May)
honoring flie Fitusl, a locael Jewish leader, who had been named

to the Legion of Honor., Bash Henbah addressed the gathering,
urging cooperation among all inhabitants of Tunisia with the
obiective of common advencement, and Jawush vraised Fituisi’s
efforts in the Consultative Conference on behalf of the entire
population.74 Sore of Bash Hanbah’s friends took a less tractable
position, however. Tayyib Ibn tTsd, for exsmnle, was revrimanded
by the suthorities for articles which stressed the Ottoman sultan’s
vlace as Khalifah of 21l the Muslims end attacked the pageantry
that marked the French president’s visit.7q Bash Hanbah was himself
becoming more interested in Ottoman affairs and he obtained a letter
of introduction to $alih al-Sharif expressing his desire to meet
various dignitaries in Istanbul and his wife’s hope of visiting her
father’s tomb.76 While he was in France for a brief visit in late
Sertember, Bash Henbah received a letter from $adiq Zamirll

warning him t- st one Hashimi Ibn al-Ma%kl, who was known to be an

7
3Le Tunicien, 27 April end 4 May 1911.

T41b5d., 18 Mey 1911.
75&1—M&gﬁ§£, 5 February end 9 Avril 1911; AGT, E550,
30/15, folio 297, doc. 15,
76 - -
Muharred Bulakbesh to §alikh Sherif, Rajab 1329; AGT,
E550, 30/15, folio 61, Adoc. 48,
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77

Italian agent, would soon be seeking him in Paris. But
Boash Hanpeh seers not to have been troubled by the rossibilitiesn
P ivntrisve, o2nd on nis returr te Tun's ke snoe to o ecrmopoliten
andience in proize of Douge, o visitirg menber of the French

78
parliament,

With the Italian invasion of Trivoclitanie on 29 September

1911, the fragile confidence that had scarcely started to develov

&)

I3

between the Young Tunisiens end the sdministretion began £ repid
erceion that would lerd to utter collspse within cix months.
Italians and Mualine i Tunisise comwritted themselves instantly to
the opposing sicdes ard the perce of Tonie wer eoon troubled by
comrunal incidents: the police disrersed a large croud from the
street in front of the Cercle Tunicsien on 15 October,79 but little
effort was made to restrein the Iteliar comrunity. Plesdirg for
official neutrality, Pash Hanbeh and Qallatl mede contact with
the Turkish chief of steff and organized 2 coumittee to screen
volunteers for the Oltoman army, to collect funds for the Red
Crescent, to facilitete the passage of Turkish officers through

Tunisia to the front and to suvpply the Ottomsn troovs with food

7Zamirli tc Bash Hanbsh, 27 Sevtember 1911, AGT loc. cit.,
dec. 45.

78Ibid., doc. 54,

79

Tunisie Francaise, 17 October 1911, quoted ir H. Tridon,
ed., Les Intervelletions tunisiennes: "La Tunisie Frangaice" et le
Commicsssire du Gouvernzent (Tunis: Irprimerie de le Tunicie
Frangsise, 1912), p. 12.
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&C - - -
and redicire. On 19 October 1911 Bash Henbeh snd That'zlibl

launched e semiweeltly paper rermed al-Ittikhad 21-Inlami (Iclamice

Unicn); in the opening ecitorial Tha'a8litl underlined the
trotherhood of Misliwes and their universel scrrow over the Italien
aggression in Libye, but he honed thet Frence would rerein friendly
with the Ottorman BEadire. 2ix nunbers of thic vever svrnesred,

uoually laden with newsz of the war and with exvressions of sclidarity
with the Muelins of the world, but it never called the French
protectorate into questions B8imilarly a1-Tunisi wert no further

-

then Lo beg Frerce tc be true tc itz republican heritage and to

21
rreserve the esteer it enjoyed crong Muslivs everywhere.

As tre tinderbox of wublic emotion begar tc sizzle in
the heat generated by events in Tripolitaenia, the French suthorities
in Tunisie inedvertently ellowed & sperls frow a surveyor?s hanmer
to ignite & flash fire thet would inflict loastirg danage on the
edifice of emvire they had designed for their vrolectorste. 1In cpite
of legel uncertainties and Zawush’s warnirz thst the censitivities
of the veovle were raw from the war, the runicipal council of Tunis

ordercd an offiiciel survey of the wost revered burial ground in the

capitasl, Zallaj cemeterys. Many Tunisian lMusliws would recent the

)
4

OIbn Ashur, al-Herakal al-Adeblysh, r.100; Zawirli,
Figures tunisienress les conterrorains et les autres (Tunis: Maison
tunisienne de 1’édition, 1972), p. 118; for contects with Ottomen
officials see Ouer Azmi to Bash Hanbeh, AGT, E550, %0/15, folio 61,
doc. 79, Besh Hanbeh to Mahrud Pashe, ibid., dec. 218, Rafid {Kaim
Mekem of NelUt) to Bash Haubash, ibid., doc. 59 etc. This folio also
conteins several letters from volunteers end committees; e.g. doc. 53,
58, 63, 70, 75, 97; cf letter from committee in Zimalah to Zewush,
ibid., folio 337, doc. 4.

8

lal—Tﬁnisi, 7 Merch 19123 el-Ittilad al-Islami, 19 October
to 6 Noverber 1911.
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vresence of irsouciant unbelievers on holy ground 2nd even rore
feered that the survey would lead to exrronriestion of 2t leesct
pert of the cemetery for profane murroses, The council
eventually revoked ite decision, five days refore the dste
fixed for the work. But this rnews trevelled slowly 2nd on the
zorning of 7 Noverber a large crowd of Muslims gsthered at the
berred gates of the gravererd 2as the survey crew arrived to do
its duty. Uneble to believe the mayor?s assurances that tre
survey crder hed heen rescinded, the crowd nressed to enter the
cemetery; csore of the demonstrastors exchenged blows with the
volice and the srny wes called. Matters continued teo escslate:
the solliers were nelted with rccks ard the conmand wes siven
to charge and shcot. The crowd seemed reedy to disrercze hefore
the army’s suverior force, but en Itelien bystender chosze this
moment to drew his revolver end disvose of a Tunisian boy of
twelve yeers. There ensued a dey and a half of violent exchanges
&
between luslims and Itelians before order could be restored.

Military reirforcesents arrived froxw Algeria and g1l the Arazbie

82
Jilanl Yehys end Mubemmad al-Merzigi, Ma'rakat el-Zallaj

(Tunis: Malctabet al-Manar, 1961); Zawuch,"Apropes des incidents de
Tunis," Africue francaise, XXII, 3(March 1912), 100£f; Bouerd de
Warren, "L’eémeute du cimectiere musulmen du Djellaz et les
assassinats & Tunis (7, 8 et 9 novembre 1911)," Afrigque frencaise,
XXII, 1(Januery 1912), 6-11; Devincé, "Revue des Questions coloniales,”
Revue politicue et perlermentaire, LXX, 210 (Decerber 1912), 556F;
erticles by Bash Hanbeh, Nu'man =nd Zawush, Le Tunisien, 13, 16
end 23 Movenber 1911,
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newspepers but sl-Zuhreh were banned, although the Itelian
paper L’Unione was allcwed to pursue 8 rather inflammatory
editorial golicy. A seriec of decrees in the week following
the riot placed the courtry in a state of slege that would

not end for 2 decade; curfew, volice serrches end arms checks
were rigorously applied tc the Tunisiesns and scercely at all

tc Italians. The Young Tunisiens, the ‘ulamd’ and other groucs
protested their loyalty to the protectorate in the face of
ellegations from the settler party which depicted the Young
Tunicsians s the lesders of a careful conswiracy. Since none
of the Young Tunisiens was charged with any offence, and indeed
only Zawush wes called as & witness, we must infer that the
Young Tuniciens were not involved in the 2ellaj incident either
as a group or even as individuals.85 Zawush sought judicial
sanctions against the settler leader de Carnieres (who insirnuated
in his newspeper thet Zawush hed led the rioters), with only
pertial =satisfaction. The Resident-General, meanwhile,

preparing to return to the regency after a hectic series of

85Yabyé end Mersuql, op.cit., pp. 34-L0; de Warren,
op.cite.y Khayr Alleh, Mouvement evclutionniste tunicsien, III,
35-81. For the suspicion of 2 plot, see: Tunisie Francaicse,

8 November 1911; Tridon, Interpellations, p. 19f, and Servier,
op.citey pe 107f. Depince, RPP, loc.cit., could not accept this
suggestion. CFf Le Tunicien, 16 November 1911,

84 -
Julien, op.cit., pp 147-149; Khayr Allah, Mouverent
évolutionniste tunisien, ITII, Annexe, pD 5-14,
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interpellations, found some cause to suspect thet certain
deputies had based their very vertinent cuestions on mnterial
supplied by Bash Henbah and his comrades.85

Durirng the early weeks of 1912 Bash Henbah and his
fellows contirued te press on the two issues of the Tripolitanian
War and the policy of association. Contact wes meintaired with
Ottoman officials, but more care was teken to observe the
letter of the law.87 This stricter observetion of the law mede
i4 emsier for Qalletl to express greet indignation on behalf
of the Tunisian public when the Italian navy impounded & French
vessel suspected of carrying Ottoman officers to Tunis.88 Le
Tunisien took heart from the friendly welcome given Resident-
~General Alapetite on his arrival in Tunis on 20 Februery and
from Le Temps’ strong endorsation of the policy of association

end the Tunisian "elite" (17 February),89 while ZBwush expressed

85La Revue du Maghrebs Algérie, Tunisie, Maroc,
Tripoliteine: Tribune des revendications des Indig%nes, 111,
9-12(8ept. - Dec. 1918), 149f,

6
Letter from Bashir Furatl to Bash Henbah, 11 January
1912, AGT, E550, 30/1%, folio 61, doe. 89,

Thus & committee in Jemmal compleined that it had been
tgld not to collect money for the Turkish army, letter to Bash
Hanbah, 4 February 1912, AGT loc.cit., doc. 98.

88Le Tunisien, 25 January 1912,

8
9Ibid., 22 and 29 February 1912,
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regret for the rough moments Alapetite hed expverienced during
the interpellations.go The Chamber of Deputies seemed committed
to the princinle of associestion, even though the elections to
the Consultative Conflerence revealed en increasing hostility to
such ideas within the settler community?l However resentful or
feerful the Resident~General may have alreasdy been, these elections
conclueively tipped the balence awey from any inclinetion he
could have had to come to terms with the Yourg Tunisians; under
attack from both sides he chose to join with the stronger and
transform the vrogressives’ exultant hopes to bitter irony.
" What a disappointment for ocur detractors," they had said, "to
have their formideble campaign of denigration fail so pitiably
at the very moment when they thought they had attamined their goall"92
Before the Ides of Msrck, it wes the Yourg Tunisians who were
to see the prize snatched from their triumphant grasp.

The Zallej riot hed begun as a menifestation of vopular
anxiety over the fate of a cherished cemetery and evolved into
a communal fraces. The Tunisians were unhanpy sbout the uneven

application of government meesures of constraint, and especially

0
9 Le Tunisien, 15 Februsry 1912,

9l1bid., 7 March 1912.

921bid., 8 February. 1912,
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about the increasingly insolent menners of the Iteslien residents
towards the indigenous community. Particularly offensive among
these Itelians were the ewployees of the tramwey comvany, which
had a policy of paying its Buropean personrel more than it paid
Muelim workers. When an Itslisn conductor’s negligence ceused
the death of g Tunisian irfant on & Februsry 1912, a spontaneous
weve of indignation spread the idea of boycott to all sectors of
the Muslir populetion. That the Young Tunisians welcomed this
populer initiative is beyond auestion, but even the police did
not suspect Bash Hanbsh or his associetes of launching the
boycott. They encouraged their cormpatriots to sustain their
effort until some meterial setisfaction could be obtained for

the company’s Muslim employees. A committee wes formed under

the chairmenship of Destrées of the Courrier, with Bash Hanbah,
$8f1, Hesan Qallatl end Nu'man smong its membersywith the purpose
of negotiating with the company, and a2 list of recuirerents was
printed in Le Tunisien of 15 February: these included restriction
of employment to French and Tunisien nationals, egquality in wages
and opportunities for advancement, end better control over the
speed of trams. A delegation led by ‘Umar Qallatl met the
Resident—-General to assure hi- of the population’s suvpvort for the
boycott cemmittee. The government took the pert of the company
and promised to improve conditions for the Tunisien workers.

The boycott continued, and the government issued an ultimetum,
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The members of the committee protested thet they could not

force the public to ride the trams, ard a2 rerark of Bash Hanbah’s

forecasting recurring disorder until the natives could enjoy

fair treatment was construed es 2 threat to the administration.

At dawn on 13 Merch 1912 Bash Hanbah, Nu'man and Tha'salibl were

arrested, driven by car to Benzart and mut or the ferry for

Frence. Hasan Qallatl wee sent by train to Algeria (his birthplace),

Mukhtar Kehiyeh (a reletive of the Bay’s) wes incarcersted in

the palace at Bardu, while Shadhill Darghtth and $8dig Zamirll

were interned in separate locations in Southern Tunisia.95
Bash Hanbah, Nu'man and Qallatl werc ell gradustes of

French law schools who hed worked on various cormittees for the

modernization of Tunisian society and who were the chief editors

of and contributors to Le Tunisien; Tha'alibil was the editor of

al-Tunisi. All had worked to help the Ottomans in the Trivolitanian

Wer and ell had figured in the trem boycott. Kehiyeh and Darghuth

hed sought unsuccessfully to organize a boycott of Mawlid

festivities (1 March 1912) among the merchants of Tunis as a

protest against French psrtiality to the Italien cause; they had

Le Tunisien, 15 February to 7 Merch 1912; Yehyd end
Marziql, op.cite., pp 171-5; Kheyr Allzh, Le Mouvement évolutionniste
tunisien, III, 91-11%; the government’s version of events is in
AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 1, doc. 97 (llpp); the meeting of 9 March
with Bash Hanbah’s incrimineting comment is reccrded in ibid., doc. 17
(6pp); the expulsion order, signed by the Bey is in ibid., folio 61,
doc. 113,
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2lso been involved in aiding the Turkish army.g4 Zamirly,

Besh Hanbah’s clerk, had failed in a similar ettempt to
organize 2 Mawlid boycott st Qayrawan. The governmert
justified its precipitate action by referring to the existence
of a conspiratoriel committee and its friends accented this
retionale, although it remeined, and remains, unsubstentieted:
the most damning item of evidence was Bash Hanbah’s alleged
threat of continuing social disruption.96 Destrées, Le Temps
end Christien Dominguez of Le Phere defended the loyalty of the

o7

victims,” ' while Muparmed Bash Hanbah first broke hic judicial

98
silence to denounce his brether’s exrulsion to La Népéche Algerlenne.

Zavush had attended the neetings of 9 end 10 1M reh but, nlone
smong the Yourg Tunirsiars, he hed expressed 2 willineness to
comply with the soverrnnent’s demend thet the boyoett rad din

o 4+

ukeinnge for tre promotion of ten Tunizirn frem usrlere, e fried

to versusde Alapetite t1n iovlement more of the reforms regquested

O
AGT., ESH0, 30/15, follo 40, doe. 1; folio 61, doc. Z10f.

[=4
“Ib:d,, folio 61, doc. 209.

96 .

Ibid., doc. 113%; cf ibid., Eﬂro, 30, folio 13, nart 3;

Tunisise Frangﬂlse, 15 +o0 18 March 1912 R. lillet, France d’Outre-lers
La _conguete du Maroc; lu Question indigene (Alverle et Tunisie)
(Paris: Perrin, 1913), n. 228f.

97Le Phare, 17 Merch 1912; Courrier de Tonisie, 14 to 27
March 1912; article from Le Temps, March 1912 reproduced in Revue
du Maghreb, I, 7(November 1016), p. 194f.

98

N

Statement reproduced in Tunisie Frengeise, 23 Merch 1912,
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by the committee but to no avail; he was similerly uncuccessful
ir coelring a pardon for the exiles during the week following
their banishment.99 Both the settler party and the majority

of the Young Tunisians agreed thet the exvulsions of 13 ¥erch
rmarked the end of the nolicy of association.loo Zawush

travelled with Alavetite to Paris, where Bash Hanbah refused to
see him.101 Thus the last gesture of "associestion" by the Young
Tunisians was the formation, shortly after the beginning of the
boycott, of e committee to raise money to buy the French Division
of Occupation an sirplane: Besh Hanbah, Zawuch, Darghuth, Hasan
Qallatl and 'Umar Bujajib were all members of this group, of

which the president wes ‘Umar Qﬂllati.lo2

D. Hard Times

For some six weelts following the expulsions, their
merit was ergued ir political and journalistiec circles. Bash
Henbah, in a letter to Le Temps, complained of the Resident-General’s

"regime of terror" and mocked ‘he Bay for his ready comnlience

994ar, B550, 30/15, folio 1, doc. 97, p. 10f; statement

of Zawush to Dépéche Algerlenne, renroduced in Tunisie Frencais
23 March 1912; Khayr Alleh, Le Mouvement évolutionniste tun1s1en,
111, 96-100.

100

Revue du Maghreb, I, 1(May 1916), p. 3f; (Muhammed
Bash Henbah), Le Peuple Alzéro-tunisien et la France (Geneve:
Imprimerie Nationale, 1918), p. 122f; JsL. de Lanesran, La Tunisie,
2nd ed., rev.(Paris: Alcan, 1917), p. 295.

OlMemorandum by Shadhill Khayr Alleh in CDN, file A-3-70.

02 -
1 Le Tunisien, 7 Merch 1912; al-Tunisi, 11 Merch 1912.
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0
with the whims of his "protectors".l > Alapetite wrote to

’ . - - - — » »
Poincaré, dismissing Bash Hanbah’s grievances as "allegetions®
" rmenifestation

104

of a sort "habitually used by the natives" end =
of the Arsb entality" that "could not surprise informed minds."
Wnether or not this tyne of argument was his habitusl means of
defence, the Resident seemed content to rest his case on such
declarations and on allusions to the trove of conspiratorial
correspcndence that was supposed to heave teen found in Bash Hanbah’s
office the day of his errest; had he cifted this material himsel?f,
he would have secrched in vain for anything more devastating than
the meterisl published in Le Tunisien. Nowhere in the entire file
does Bash Hanboh question the validity of the French presence.lo5
René Millet, the former Recsident-General, reclying to Bzsh Hanbah

on 16 April, concluded thet the Tunisian’s letter betrayed its

author as "a declered sdversary of the institutions of the protectorate"
through its revelation of Islamic sympathies incompatible (Bash
Henbah’s explanations notwithstending) with French hegemony. By

e flagrantly invalid inference, ¥illet contended that Bash Hanbzh
considered nimself an Ottoman subject.106 Muhammad Jat'a?ibl, in a

lengthy defence of the exiles, attributed the misunderstanding of

105Le Tenrs, 9 April 1912,

104

AGT, B550, 30, folio 13 part 1.
105

Ibid., E550, 30/15, folio 61,

106Mille‘t, Op.cite pp 224-7,
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the opinions expounded in al-Ittihad al-Islaml to inaccurate

translation, denied the existence of a secret comrittee, argued
that there was nothing ceontredictory in nrofessing loyeliy to
Frence while expressing solidarity with Muslims sbroad, and
insisted on Bash Henbah’s own commitment to Franco-Muslim
friendship.lo7

Convinced thet he could obtain no fair hearing in France,
Bash Henbeh eventually moved to Istanbul. "It took the blundering
of the Protectorate government to do whet all the panlslamic
agitation and the manoeuvres of the Young Turks had not achieved!
to throw Bash Henbah into the arms of [Frence’s] enemies and
arouse religious anxiety in the bosom of our peaceful population,"
observed a French socialist, suggesting thet a "Young Tunisian
party" emerged from the ponuler reczentment engendered by the
banishment.108 In Istanbul, Bash Hanbah wes =ble to work in the
Justice Ministry, but Tha'alibi, who had gone to Turkey before
him, did not like the jobs available and eventually embarked on
a tour of Asia. Nu'm2n had travelled with Tha'alibl to France
and Turkey but, because of his lack of fluenecy in Turkish, he
preferred to practice law in Ceiro. Qallatl, at Pirst restricted
to the village of his birth, was socon perrmitted to live in Algiers

arcong his friends and relatives, thanks to the intercescion of the

0
1 7Le Courrier de Tunicsie, 20 April 1912.

108 .
André Duran-Angliviel, Ce oue ls Tunisie demande &

la Frence (Paris: Jouve, 1921), p. 24f,
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locel lswyers’ associstion.log Kahiyah remained in Bardl nelace
end Zamirll stayed at Tatawin, but Derghuth was moved from
Medanin to ‘Ayn Darshim early in May beceuse of his poor health .
Meanwhile, in Tunis, the boycott continued, in zpite
of the exile of its vresumed lezaderz and the government’s
official notices declaring ite end.llo On 24 March Zawush and
Ibn Mugtafs told the Prime Minister that they were unable to
persuade their countrymen to ride the trems, but Manubi Ibn ‘Al3,
a livestock wholesaler, offered to pay Muslims to board the
carriages.lllHEdi Ibn Tzhir (e $adiql snd a member of the Cercle
Tunisien), Mubammed FitUrl (e notary with the Jam'lyat al-Awgaf
end a friend of Tha'alibl), Hadl Seba'l (who had helped Tha'alibi

to write L?Esprit libéral du Coran), Jata’ibl end Shadhill

Qastalll were but the most prominent of 2 host of individuels

known to have encouraged the prolongation of the boycott.112
Qastally ond Ja'd?ibl were werned by the police on 29 Arril to
cool their ardor and by 5 May the boycctt was nearing its end.113

Tahir Ibn 'Tsd, the former editcr of el-Mushir, and 2 rumber of

youths planned to join Besh Hanbah in Istenbul to vlan vengeance

1 -

O9Tha'alib1, sutobiogravhy, CDN, loc.cit.; AGT, E550,
30/15, folio 1, doc. 43, 48; ibid.,, folio 9, doc. 70; Le Libéral,
27 Merch 1912,

110
AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 61, doc. 95.

111
Tunisie Franceise, 25 Merch 1912,

112
AGT, ES50, 30/15, folio 13, doc. 2; ibid., folio 32,
doc. 1.

151p14., £olio 13, docs 3; Tunisie Frangsise, 5 May 1912.
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114

against the French for the ignominies of the protectorate;
on the other hand ‘Izz 21-Din Qellel esddressed the International
Law Conference in Paris on 27 Mey, effirming the loyelty of Tunisians
to Frence and ettacking Bash Hanbah’s expulsion sc a violation of
personal rights.ll5

The month of June focused attention on the trials of
seventy~one rersons accucsed of committing verious offences during
or after the Zallaj riot. On 29 June, thirty-six were acauitted;
for the others, sentences renged from six months’ irvrisonment
through e lif'e term of forced lebor to death. Seven men convicted
of murder were assigned the surreme penalty.116 The judicial
proceedings sufficiently diverted public attention for the authorities
to allow Darghuth to return to Tunis eerly in July,117 but
Qastalll, Mupemmad Burqibeh and 'Ali Kahiyah (whose father was
still in confinement) meinteined contact with Turkish officiesls

through the sumner. By lste September Muhemmad Demirji’s barbershop

on Boulevard Bab Manarsh had become the meeting place where Zemirli,

114 ,
AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 50, doc. 27; ibid., ES550, 30,
folio 1%, p=rt 1.
115.. . ;
Ibid., E550, 30/15, folio 50, doc. 29,

116 . - -
Yahyea end Merzuqil, ov.cit., pp 41~153; Afriocue francaise,

XX1I, 7(July 1912), 277f; Kheyr Allah, Le Mouvement avolutionnicte
tunisien, III, 88f. There had been 72 arrests but one defendant had
died before he could be arraigned.

117

AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 40, doc. 49.
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recently freed, and $afl encourscged emigretion to Istanbul or

Fgypte The Centre Tunisien remeined available as & venue for

discussion and Sayf al-Din Gesztowtt, a French-born propagandist

for panlslemic idees, visited the centre end spoke with Zamirll

erd Mubemmed Bash Hanbeh during a visit to Tunisia et the end

of September.118 Nu ‘man, meanwhile, had aprealed to Poincere

for clemency, but the Prime ¥inister refused the petition on

Alavetite’s advice.llg Hasen Qellztl, the first of the exiles

to return, refused to succeed Bash Henbeh s vresident of the

Cercle Tunisien but 'Umar Qallatl took the job, while Qast{alll

became vice-president end 'All Khazmi, secretary.lgo
To mark Reymond Poincaré’s recent elevetion to the

Presidency of the Republic, the Bay of Tunis granted evnesty

to the Young Tunisian exiles in March 1913, Nutmaen returned

forthwith: he was honored with a welcoming rarty at the Cercle

121

Turicien on 6 Anril, The 'slibl wos in southeest Asia when he

reerd the news, but he too mede his way rcreedily horme nand his

A3T, E550, 30/1%, ©clio 0, duc., 705 fulia 12, doc.

4-7: folio 15, due. 27,

llox Y221 Lo Doineard, 13 Teute ber 193 2, ACT EREN,
20/15, folio 1, doc. 5%; Poine-ré to Doble (Dcxngpt? at the
Recidonce General), 14 October 1912, jbid., doc. ©2; Poircaré to
Alapetite, 25 November 19012, itid., doc. Lo, cf vetition from
Mu'tman’s wife to the Bey, 192 Aurust 1912, ibid., dee. S51.

120
AGT, ES550, 30/15, folio 13, oc. 6.

12116, #5130 1, doc. 42,



arrivel in Tunis waz celebrazted #4 his residence in Helfawin

= R 122 er=
on 19 August; fadia 7erirli wes among the puests. But ‘'Ala
Bash Hanbah, having once served as the scaver~ot for an arbitrary
régire, demurred fror the risk of furiher vilification and

: . 123
catepnricelly refused to zo back to his homeland. He devoted
his energy to isnlementing *v:licial reforus of the Com-ittee
for Union and Progress in the Istanbul area and to ormenizing
the North Africans in the OCttoman capital, amorng thom wrs his
nredecessor =5 president of the Cercle Tunisien, the physician
- __ 1ok _ _

Abmed al-Sharaf. Mubammad Bash Hanbah, who hesd cuit the bench
shortly after his hrother’s expulsion, decided to lesve Tunisia

125

himself, snd by October he w2s with tAll in Istanbul, but

neither brother wes observed 2t a2 grand rslly of North Africans

organized by $8lih el-Sharif and Isma'll Jefa’ill to celebrate

1 4+

Enver’s capture of Edirne an® to pledge the loyalty of Tunisians

- 126
to the Khilafsh,

During the summer of 1913 Hasan Qallati, Shadhill
127

Ll . « ¥ L4
Qastallil end other Tunisians wet regularly =2t al-Marsa,

122
AGT, E550, %0/15, folio 56, doc. 2,
123

124
AGT, ES550, 30/15, folio 61, doc. 143f.

Tunisie Francaise, 14 Arril 1913,

2 - - -
1 5Ibid., folio 5, doc. 47; Jangani, Mupammad Bash

Hanbeh (Tunis: =21-Dar el-Tunisiyeh li-1-Nashr, 1968), ». 30f.

126
AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 881, doc. 41,

127
Ibid., folio 13, doc., 11f.
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Zemirll visited Besh Hanbsh ir Istanbul in August; cshortly
. - . . 123 .

after his return, Qallati made the same journey. Ironicelly,
Bach Hanbah was rmeking his wey into the Ottoman sdministration
just when one of Kheyr al-Din’s sons wss being condemned for
conspirecy 2nd the other two were moving to Tunisia where Tehir,
the younger, would one day become the protectorate’s minister of

.19 s : : : :
justice. The Young Tunisians® links with their syrpathizers
in Fronce were renewed in lete October during the visit of Peaul

Bruzon, a prominent member of Perisian redical end literary

circles and an erstwhile contributor to Le Tunisien; while he

end his wife stayed at the Zamirll residence, they met Nu'min,

- - - 130 . a=
Qellati, Ibn Tahir and other members of the group. Zamirla,
Tha'z1ibl and others appecred in various parts of Tunis to keep
the cause alive; a police report deted 28 MNovember indicates
nine locationg where Yourg Tunisiens were known to geather for
voliticel conversations, from al-Bab e£1-Jedid in the =outh to
Helfewin ir the north, ringing the o'd quarter and reaching into
the modern city st the Café de France and the Cercle Tunisien

1
)o1?

(tren housed on rue d’Allemagne

2
128,50, E950, 30/15, folio 61, doc. 137-1%9.

12
9The brothers were not well-received by the Young
Tunisiens; ibid., folio 25, doc. 9; Zemirll, Les Successerrs,
pp 69-83%, 119-161; Ibn ‘Ashur, Tarajir al-A‘'lam, pp 247-257.
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AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 1, doc. 40,

131 . .
Ibid., folio 12, doc. 12.
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In Jenuary 1914 'Al1 Bach Henbeh was nemed to the
Ottoman Council of State 25 & member of the legislative
section. His wife was in Tunis 2t this time, visiting her
ailing mother; she had been escorted there by her brother-in-law
Muharmad, who spent much of his time meeting with such personalities
as Zemirll, Nu'man, Tha'slibl and the various wembers of the

132
Qallati family. Muhermmad left for Istanbul in March, leaving

his uncle Mupammad Butaghen with the responsibility of bringing
tA1 T s f ’ 135
Al1’s wife after her mother’s recovery. One perzon he had
not seen during his stay in Tunis wes Zawush;uho had gziven a
lecture on preprotectorate Tunisie to the 30dig1l Alumni Association
. . . ’ .
of which his brother~in~law Ibn Mugiafa was yet rresident, on
21 Februery. This address was politically so discreet thet even
4 . *
Ibn Mustefa felt obliged to call on the membership of the
s . - , - 134
association for soreone to improve on Zawush'’s performance.
The Cercle Tunisien, which had already moved from premises owned
by Zawush, acouired new fecilities on rue 4’Erernay, but the club
had only about fifteen resuler mesnbers of whom the most faithful
were Hosen Qellzatl, Zamirll end tAll Khezmi. There were 2lso

frequent meetings et Shadhili Casf{alli’s home in Suc el-Wear near

132
’SAGT, E550, 30/15, folio 1, doc. 38; folio 5, doc.
Lo-46; folio 61, doc. 150F,

1351014, , folio 61, doc. 160, 163.

1541bid., folio 337, doc. 6-8.
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the Zaytunech Yosgue, where the same individuals gathered 2s a
drametic society, and 2t a house on Bouleverd Bab Banat,
Tha '31ibI seldom ventured from his own ousrter of Halfawin.l’?

| Although he wac still in touch with Bzsh Hanbah,
Thatalibl wes guoted =2¢ heving complained that his fellow exile
hed pocketed zuch of the proceeds of the subscriptions teken for
the Ottomen army two yesrs before; his grievénce was more personal
than ethicel, however, 2c he had not received what he considered
to be his share of the kitty.156 Ir spite of his indisvcsition,
he joined Qellatl, Zamirll, Nu'men and several other Young
Tunisians for an outing at Arysnah on 22 March.157 During &pril
the Cercle Tunicsien was sble to mount a recruiting drive:
Tha 'alibI, Nu'man and *All Buhajib began to attend vroceedings
regularly. > Tha'glibl and Zemirll were also holding discussions
with severel junior civil servants and small businessmen in the
Sugq el-Akyas, not far from the Qasbah.139 With the return of
surmer, Hasan Qallatl rented meeting rooms in al-Mersd, but
Gestalll and others corntinued to gather in Hzlfawin snd BashIr

Furatl, e former courier for Bash Hanbah, wes the most outspoken

155h6T, B550, 30/15, folio 5, doc. %8¢, 41; folio 13,
doc, 15, 18,

1%6
?“Tbid., “olio 61, doc. 158, 164.
17

>T1pi4., folio 1, doc. 37

138

159
Ibido, folio 575, dOCQ 1.

Ibid., folio 1, doc. 35; folio 25, doc. 19f.
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- - 140
member of the group meeting on Boulevard Bab Manarah. In

July Tha'alibl and Shadhilil Ibn Ibrahim drafted an appeel to
the government on behelf of the editors of the Arabic newsrapers,

141
still under interdict,

E. The Young Tunisians in VWartime

Winter brought another round of meetings irn the sam
neighborhood as the year before: such old regulars as Qellati,
Mu ‘men, Thatalibl, Zemirlil, Khazmi, Qastelll, Furatil, CQaguri,
Demirjl and ‘'All BUhejib were joined by journalists like
Ja'a’ibl, Ibn 'Tsd, Sulayman Jadawl end $anadlil; by the merchant
brothers Jammel and such younger men as Farhst Ibn ‘Ayyad and
'Al1 ‘'Abd al-Wahhab and their brothers. Even Khayr Allah Ibn
Mugtafd was seen at some of the gatherings.l 2 Besides these
openly nolitical discussion groups, there existed the drematic
and literesry societies and an ertistic fraternity known as
al-Shahameh el-‘Arablyeh, the chief officers of which were
Buseyn Bukhajib (a ochysician) and 'Abd al-Qadir sl-Qaba’ill (a

lawyer).l45 Zawush wes, by this time, beyond the vale, but come

40,6n, E550, 30/15, folio 12, doc. 21; folio 13, doc.
20; folio 91, doc. 1l.

41
1 Ibid., folio 293, doc. 8,
142
Ibid., folio 1, doc. 32; folio 12, doe. 24; folio 13,
doc. 21; folio 40, doec. 52; folio 61, doc. 166Ff; folio 93, doc. 5Lf;
folio 133, doc. 5; folio 270, doc. 63; folio 1014, doc. 2.

143
Ibid., folio 499, doc. 1.
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contact was meinteined with Bash Henbaeh in spite of wartime
clifficul’c.ie—:s.lm‘k Neither Husayn Jaziri, who had been among the
leaders of the Zaytunah students? strike of 1910, nor Apnad
Madanl, who was i- prisoned with him in Merch 1915 for ceditious
propeganda, was noticed among those in attendance at the varicus
Young Tunisian conclaves.145
With the summer of 1915 meetings were resumed in
gl=-Merséd under Qallatl’s leadership; most of the seme peorle
had been meeting et the Cercle Tunisien: Zamirli, Mu'man, Khazmi,
Qastalll, Qaguril, Jalil Jemmal, °All Bubajib and Apmad Ibn Nis
were Qalleti’s most constant companions. That'alibl snd Firstl
occasionally appeered, but they vreferred their own coteries in
Halfawin end Bab al-Manaresh respectively; Ja'a’ibil and Jedawi
were often at the Helfawin meetings. Zamirlil, who had been
Qallet1’s clerk since their return to Tunis, wes in the habit
of visiting seversl of the scattered discussion centres, but
there was little cohesion emong the verious groups. The Cercle
Tunisien continued to hold survivors from Besh Hanbeh’s closest
confederates, while the other gatherings comprised persons more
removed from the original image of the Young Tunisien as a
bilingual proflessional with a modern educetion. However,

there wass certainly interaction, not only in the peregrinetions

144AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 61, doc. 166,

145
Cf ibid., folio 58, doc. 1-12.
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of Zamirll and Tha'\libl but also trrough social functions.
For example, at a party held on 25 May 1915 in the home of
Bashir Bash Hanbah (cousin to ‘All and Muhammaed), each of
the five major discussion centres (the Cercle, Halfawiln,
Bab al-Manarah, al=-Bab al-Jadld and the Qagbeh area) was
, 146

well representede

‘A1l Bash Hanbah, meanwhile, wes rumored to be
visiting Berlin as early as Mey 1915, on a mission for the
Ottoman government with $alil al~Sharif. During November
1915 these two worthies were thought to be ir Egynt with
the son of the Algerian patriot ®Abd al-Qadir; 4 as well,
Sharif had sought to mediate between the rival Satudl and
Rashidl principalities in Najd.148 In January 1916 Sharif
and fafa’ill were in Berlin to establish the Tunisien Inde-
pendence Committee and to publish a handbook on the ahuses
of' the protectorate which concluded with a claim to full

1
sovereignty for the Tunisian people, 9 but it is uncertain

146561, B550, 30/15, folio 1, docs 29F, 95 folio
12, doc. 26f; folio 32, doc. 2; folio 57, doc. 4; folio 65,
doc. 4f; folio 68, doc. 12; folio 99, doc. 5; folio 141, doc.
59f; folio 270, doc. 64.

147
Ibid.’ folio 61, doce 168’ 171,

148 _ - - -

Ibn ‘Kshur, Tarajim al-Atlam, p.216; Ibon tAshir

clzimed to own a copy of a letter from Sharif to Prince %Abd
al-tAz1z.

149467, loc. cit., folio 61, doc. 171f; folio 881,
doc. 47; Sharif amd gafa’ilhi (Scherif and Sefaihi), Tunesien
und Algerien: Ein Protest gegen franzosische Gewaltherrschaft
(Berlin: Privatdruck, 1916), 32 ppe
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whether either Bash Hanbah was with them on this occasion.
During the same winter, Muhammad Bash Hanbah settled in

Geneva, where he launched the Revue du Maghreb in May,

presenting it as the successor of Le Tunisien in its apoesl
to North African Muslims to work for their future. "Even
if they do not hanker after separation from metrovolitan
France, thev can at least try to cbtain some improvement

in the regime set over them, aprlying if rnecessary to the
conference which will meet to draw a new mep...e" Fven at
this relatively late date, the protectorete was not direct-
ly chellenged; indeed, the editor promised his countrymen
that the review would "defend their interests with dignity
and energy, in full awareness of practical facts and neces-
sities."15o The younger Bcsh Hanbah slso sttended the Ger-
man~sponsored Third Conference of Nationalities, held in
Lausanne in June 1916, ostensibly as the rerresentetive

of Algeria and Tunisia. This congress nassed 2 resolution
asking for the "autonomy" of all netions ---- a whisper for

151

independence, perhaps, but ambiguous. During the summer

0
1 Revue du Maghreb, I, 1 (May 1916), 4.

lbllbid-, I, 3 (July 1916), 84-91,
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Tahir Kheyr al-Din visited him and criticized the inconsis-
tency of loyelly exnecting France to render justice while he
i 152
ettended such getherings as the Leusanne Conference. Tt
was nrobably shortly after reacesving Khavr al-Din’s report
that Alavetite ordered the destrretion of the conies of the

‘e i

Pevie du lMachre: that hed been intorcerted ‘n Tunisia by

18% . . . .
7 Yeanwhile, Allied intelli~erce

the militery suthorities.,
rerorted that 'All Bfsh FPanbah had made severn:l irips to
Eeyot, but he had slweys eluded cepture,

In Tunis the getherirgs continued 2s bhefore;

sthy ren high for the Ottowan ceuse, but as the group

syn

o}

lesders espoused reither violence rnor any ~vert onresition
to Frence the protectorate authorities made no moves to
curtzil dicscusrion, belng content simrly to maintain e
close wetche They thus condoned the ratterr of berbershops,

cefes and other assembly points thet served secondarily zs

152AGT, E550, 30/1%, folio 5, doc. 272-24, The sp-
parert date of thie letter of Khayr al-Din’s to the Resident-
-General, i.e. 1 April 191€, must be discarded beceuse the
writer discusses the June conference; as he hopes to go to
Peris in mid-August, it is likely that he sent the letler in
July. 155
Ibid., folio 5, doe, 31, dated 20 August 1916,

154
Eriand to Alepetite, 26 July 1916; AGT, loc.
cit., folio 61, doc. 174.
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stations in 2 primitive communicetions network which could
circulate opinicne, irnformetion and rumors and so msintair a
linkage between the élite of the Cercle Tunisien and tke
expending body of the politically awesre. By the svring of

1916 Bab al-Suwaygeh hed become the sixth hive of conversation.
In most instances someone would trerslate articles fror the
Buropeen precss end a genersl round of commentery would ensue.
Helfawln was dominsted by That'alibl, although Zemirli, Nu'man
end Qaguri often visited; Bashlr Firetl hed shifted northwerd
to the aree about Bab al-Suweyqeh, end the JarmBl brothers’
shop in SUg al-Bay was the focus of the Qagbeh area: $21ih
Jarmal wae a close friend of Qaguri’s and his shop wes s
favorite stopping place for Qellatl, Nu'meén, Zamirli, Ibn Nis,
Ibn Tehir, Qes}{alll snd Khazml. The Bab al-Manarah sector was
led by Damirjl and the brothers Ibn ‘Ammer, snd et 21-Bab
al-Jadld Farhat Ibn ‘Ayyad and tAll 'Abd el-Wehh&b were scouiring
increasing prcminence. The Cercle Tunisien remsined the
headguarters where Qellatl received Tha'alibl end the other
ward chieftains. The Cercle’s closest links were with Jammal’s

shop; indeed, there seems tc hezve been =z daily procecsion across

=

- 5 - -
the madinah between the two locations. Hesan Qellati and

‘A1l Buhajib spent ter deys in Algeria during April and Mey 1916,

155067, ES50, 30/15, folio 1, doc. 26=08; folio 32,
doc. 7f; folio 137, doc. 31; folio 1090, doc, 2.
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celling on prominent "Young Algeriars" in Algiers 2nd
Constantine. 1 Gallatl spent the summer of 1916 at al-Marss
with his usual companions. That'slibl joired this group nore
often than previously and besides makirng the occasionsl journey
to al-Marsd, he frecuently met Zamirll, Mu'mén end Khezml
(all three loyel reteiners of Qall@til) =t Bab :al—Suv::eyqah.15:‘7
*Abd el-Jal1l Zawuczh, mcenwhile, wes corresvonding
with Marius Moutet, a French parliamentarién;l58 neither he
nor his brothers were seen 2t Yourg Tunisien gatherings, but
Zamirll apparently eccented ar invitation to attend a dinner
offered by Zawush to honor Mehmud Sharif, 2n Algerian dignitary,

on 22 January 1916.159

Alierated 2s they were by Zzwush’s
excessive cenfidence in Frence, the Young Tunisian leaders were
vet sufficiently discreet to keep their names from e police
circuler (dated 6 October 1916) on tersons thought to be in
contact with Germesn egents; however, ‘Abd a21-Ssttar Bakri,
allegedly the chief spy, was a member of both the Sadigi Alumni

Society and the Cercle Tunisien, while among his fellow suspects

- . .. 160
wees the brother of Beshir Furata. The following February

156 .
AGT, E550, 3%0/1%, folio 91, doc. 17, 20.

157 .. .

Ibid., folio 1, doc. 24f,
158 )

Ibid., folio 337, decc. 32.

1
59Ibid. , doc. 31,

1607, 14., folio 27, doc. 4.
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*Al1 Khezml, “"current president of the Young Tunisians", was

reported to have dispatched Ja'a’ibl to discoursge recruitment
into the French army.lél

On 2 November 1916 Bashir Sefer wrote to the
Secretary General of the Tunisian geverrment preising the great
benefits he had seen sccrue to his country under the protection
of France but remarking thet much remeined to do; the statement
wes published soon after Safer died on 1 March 1917.162 At
his funerel, QellatI, Thatalibl, Zemirll, Qas}elll, Ja'®’ibl
and 'All Kahiyah tried to read poetry. Being prevented, they
retired to Qas}allil’s home, but within a few days, Tha'alibl
wes reported to heve urged caln followirg the arrest of several
vouths who had sung vpublicly ir praise of Germany end the Cttomen
Ernpire.lé5 Tha 'alibl, Zemirlil, Mu'men and a few friends (but
not Qallatl) watched another funersl four weeks leter,: taking
measured satisfection from the passing of Victor de Carniéres.l64
Safar’s deeth had ironically furnished the suthorities with the
chance to destroy the best sliver of hopre for a rapprochement

between the former exiles and their erstwhile collaborator; few

were surprised to learn that Zawush wes the new governcr of Susah.

161

62 ,
1 "La declaration de loyalisme de Bechir 8fer,"
Afrique francaise, XXVII, 3(Merch 1917), 107f,

163

AGT, ES50, 30/15, folio 93, doc. 30.

AGT, loc. cit., folio 9, doc., 66, 69.

164
Ibid,, folio 1, doc. 22,
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In May 1917, Zemirll and 'Al1 ‘Abd al-Wehhab were
emong & group believed to be spreading the false rumor that the
government was about to conscript a labor force of hungry men.
The discussions contirmued as before, although only at the Cercle
Tunisien, Jemmal’s store in Suq al-Bay, the office rented -y Farhat
‘Ibn*Ayyad nesr al-Bab al-Jadid and Halfewin Souare; Zamirll wes
the only person known to all four places, although severesl peorle
visited twe or even three. Qellatl and Tha'alibl continued to be
the ecknowledged leaders, snd Nu'mdn was identified with the
former.lé5 The meetings at al-Bab e2l-Jadid and Halfawin continued
through the sumrer, but the Cercle moved once more to Marsd;
although there were occasional sessions at the downtown vpremises
during August, activity there resumed only in lete September,
when Paul Bruzon visited the Cercle.166 And lest the security
agents delude themselves into believing they were unobserved, one
of the Young Tunisians wrote to the Secretary Genersl asking that

167

a certain agent be instructed not to bother him. Another rumor
circulating in Mey described 'All Bash Hanbah as the paymaster of

a small scuad of troublemakers who hoped thst Tunisia would revert

16
2A6T, E550, 30/15, folio 1, doc. 21; folio 9, doc. 633

folio 21, doc, 45; folio 57, doc. 6f.
166
Ibid., folio 1, doc. 18f; folio 21, doc. 47; folio
57, doce. 8.
167 -
Muhamrad Kutuba to Blanc, 1 July 1917, AGT, loc. cit.,
folio 1%3%, doc. 12.
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to Ottoman suzersinty. Of more sutstance was the story that

the Tunisian properties of 'All and his brother had been confis-
cated to punish them for high treason: decrees to this effect
were signed by the Bay on 5 and 12 July 1917.169 Safa’ihl and
g2lilh Sharif were si-ilarly dispossessed; the measures met a
broad range of resentrent in the Tunisien populetion, some of it
evoked by Tha'dlibl, Zamirli and Ja'd’ibI.t O That Sherif and
$efa’ihl hed ocualified for this distinction was confirmed by the
publication of the Independence Committee’s French-lsnguage
brochure, replete with denunciations of "foreign tyranny" and
ending with a recuest for assistance from the Central Powers in

171
ridding North Africa of its "oppressor". But the Revue cu Maghreb

clsimed to welcome Clemenceau’s return ts power as 2 harbinger of

refform; its own desiderata scarcely exceeded Le Tunicien’s of ten
172 . . .

years before. Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points heightened

expectations, but soon the Revue was revealing a certein disenchant-

ment, wendering why none of the French delegetes st the Socialist

Coneress held in Lordon in Februsry 1918 would metch Herbert

AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 61, doc. 178,

6
169 Ibid., folio 5, doc. 25; folio 61, dece. 1, 181,
170
Ibid., folio 61, doc. 179, 185; folio 881, doc. 7le
171

(Ismall Sefaihi et Ssleh Cherif), Les Doléences des
peuples oporimés: la Tunisie et 1’Algérie (Leusanne: Librairie
Nouvelle, 1917), 24pp; the authors preach & similar line in Bayan
Tawahhush Feransa f1 al-Qater el-Tunisi al-Jaza’irl wa-1-~Istinjad
ilayhi (n.p.n.d.), 21 po.

172Revue duv Maghreb, II, 11-12(Nov. - Dec.1917), 161-8;
cf Ageron, Les Algéfiens musulmans et la France, II, 1181f.
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173

Morrison’s interest ir the rights of veonles under British rule.
Finally, about a year after Sharif end $efa’ilil, Muhammad Bash
Haznbah declered himself for the independence of Algeria and
Tunisie as one state,l end before long he was claiming thet
this hed alweys been the principal embition of the unified
Algero-Tunisian nation.l75 But even in the last issue of the
B§!g§,>he clung to Clemencesu’s nromise thet eny delegetion coming
to the peace conference with its aspiretions could exvect a
hearing; perhars the mertyred peorle of North Africe were to get
justice et last.l76
Throughout the lost yeer of the wer, stories cireulating
in Tunis vnortended the imminent return of 'A11 Rach Hanbah and
Qefe’ihl to their homeland st the hee” of 2 victorious Mielim
arry that wee supnosed to land in Trivpolitanie from German war-

177
shing., The errliecst version of this rlan envicesred a renublic

153:vue & Yarhreb, 71T, 3-4 (Merch-April 1918), 38-40,

174 b1d., TIT, 5-6 (May-June 1518), 65Fs of M, Bash

- ”, . .
Hanbah, Le Peuple nlgero-tunisien et la France, v. 142,

=
17/Revue du Naghreb, ITI, 7-8 (July-dugust 1918), 97-99,
176 )
Ibid., III, 9-12 (8Bert.-Dec. 1918), 143-145,
177, .

AGT, E550, 30/15, folio 881, doc. 89, dated 29 fen=
tember 1917.
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but the more developed scrarne pleced the Bay’s cousin Hablb on’
the throne.l78 Jeta’ibl was presumably #n touch with Bash Fanbah
through an intermediary in the Netherlands and an actress named
Mahreziyah who conveniently died before her house could be
raided.179 But nothing has yet come to light to substantiaste
any hypothesis of the existence of a coherent plan for the in-
vasion of North Africa by the Central Powers at a time when
Allied armies were advancing in Syria, Irac and Macedonia,.

In the absence of firm evidence, we must limit our asgessment

of All Bash Hanbah’s role in Ottoman stretegy to thet of an

180

interlocutor with North African prisoners of war. One

report was certeinly false: Bash Hanbah could not have led a
delegation to the Versailles peace conference beczuse he died

181
on 30 October 1918, before the Gerrans hed signed an armistice.

- 182
Two months later, Safa’ihl was also dead.

In Tunis, meanwhile, the political discussions con-

tinued; in early 1919 there were still five major groupings:

178
TCaeT, B550, 30/15, folio 61, doc. 189f; folio 881,
doc. 93.
9. . .
Ibld., fOllO 61, dOC. 186"188.
180 . e
Cf Zemirli, Les Successeurs, pe. 66f.
181
See AGT, loc, cit., doc. 191.
182

Ibid., folio 881, doc. 94,
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the members of the Cercle Tunisien in the modern city were the
same people who gathered of an evenirg st Qastalli’s home and
who visited Jemmal’s shen: Qallatl, Zamirll, Nu'man end Khazml
were the most regular. Halfawin wes still Tha'alibl’s base,
and Darirjl yet rellied the feithful et al-Bab al-Jadid. ‘All
'Abd al-Wahhab passed his time between 21-Bab al-Jadid and Bab
al-Mansrah, where Farhat Ibn ‘Ayyzd was increasingly prominent.
The groups from Bab Besnat and Bab al-Suwaygah were converging
in & notary’s office on Nahj Beb Satdun: Bashir Furatl wes

the best-known particivant st this location.185 A transitory
aberration in the pattern was a series of rendezvous involving
Qestalll and 'Abd al-Hem1ld Zewush on the premises of the latter’s

184

brother 'Abd al-Jelil. Qalletl once more tosk the Cercle to

’ . P

al=Marsa for the summer, and again Zamirli travelled to town
185 . -

to visit the other centres; during October ectivity recom—-

menced at the Cercle’s offices erd maintained its vece ot al-Bab

- - - - 18
el-Jadid, Bab al-~Menarah end Halfaw1n.1 6 Farly in the summer

185,01, ¥550, 30/15, folio 1, doc. 9; falio 12, doec. 40,
43; folio 21, doe. 50, B7; folio 270, doc. 96.

1841414,, folio 337, doc. 4l.
185, . . .

Ibid., folio 1, doc. 7; folio 12, doc. 45f,
186

Itid., folio 1, doc. 6; folio 12, doc. 48; folio 13,
doce 54; folio 21, doec. 66.
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8 somewhat subversive play of Hadl Qeguri’s entitled The Ig-

norant Genersl was performed at Susah, unhindered by the ban

on thestrical presentations in effect at Tunis,187 where the
patriots’ chief ventures beyond conversation were the insults
hurled at a group of laborers who had recently returned from
the battlefield (Zemirll and Damirjl led the spectacle) and a
collective letter of condolence sent to Mubammad Bash Hanbah

after ‘Ali’s death.188

F. After the Armistice

On 2 January 1919 Mubammed Bash Hanbah, $alip al-5herif,
two other Tunisians and three Algerians sent a telegram to Pre=-
sident Wilson coaxing him to help the single Algero=Tunisian
veople to recover control of its destiny; little came of
this initistives The armistice contained no provision for the
lifting of the state of emergency in Tunisia, and the round of
meetings continued with Qallatl, Tha'alibl, Nu'men and Zemirll

ever in the forefront. A group of would-be journalists, Jadawl,

187461, E550, 30/15, folio 52, doc. 25

188
Ibid., folio 12, doc. 49; folio 61, doc. 196,

189
Revue du Maghreb, III, 9-12 (Sept.-Dec. 1918),

138-140,



Jata’ibi, Furatl and 3hadhill Murall among them, petitioned
Flandin, the new Resident-General, for permission to publish,
but without success, while Bahril, Qeagurl and Mupammed Burglbsh
supported the efforts of Sharif Hintatl to organize the Tuni-
sian c¢ivil servanis in quest of better pay and conditions.19o
Qallatl became less active, but Zemirll and Tha'alibl were al-
most everywhere, ranging from Ibn ‘Ayysd’s querters near al-Bab
al=Jad1d to suburban Aryanah; Qallatl and Nu'man returned to
their summer residences at al-Marsd. More was afbot than the
wartime discussions, however, for although a police raid on the
Cercle Tunisien proved fruitless, the once~Young Tunisians were
quietly adopting a loose organization and Apmed Saqqa, a law=
yer, had by March taken rooms in Paris as representative of
the "Tunisian Party".lgl By summer’s end, he had been joined

by Thetalibl, whose mission it was to zain internal autonomy

and the reimplementation of Khayr al=Din’s constitution;

190461, E550, 30/15, folio 1, doc. 5, 12; folio 12,
doc. 50f; folio 13, doc.:/56; folio 21, docs 68F;.folio 27,
doc. 8f; folio 48, doc. 11; folio 52, doc. 29; folio 137,
doc, 73-75; folio 141, doc. 26-31; folio 270, doc. 118; folio
51"4, doce 2

lglIbid., folio 1, docs 3f, 13; folio 52, doc. 32;
folio 1014, doc. 22; "Rapport du Colonel Baron dans 1’Affaire
Abdelaziz Thadlbi: 1921" (Centre de Documentation Nationale,
Tunis, file 4=3-13), pe. 13,
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the shaykh hrd left Tunis with the blessings of both Qallatl
- 192
and the Bay.
In Paris, Tha'zlibl lobbied for the constitution
with uneven success: the French socialists suspected him of
19 - -
wishing to reestablish beylical autoccracy. Zemirli, Qasialll
and others of his sponsorg elicited very little resvonse when

they esked Tha'alibl whet he wes doing, but by year’s end they

had a2 veiled answer in La Tunisie Martyre, an ostensibly

anonymous work of Tha'alibl and Sacqa thet somewhat overreached
the common program, not so much in substance as in the exigent
defiance of its paresine. In Tunis, Qallatil, Nu'men snd Zamirll
were coopereting with locel socieliste and submitting articles to
Avenir Social, but they urged their representetive in Peris to

194
broaden his scope of contact among various French perties. ’

As the "perty" was as yet rather amorphous, it wes vossible for
Qrllatl snd Nu'man to eddress a socislict convention in Tunis

8
praising the benefits of the protectorate.19 Nobody in Tunis

192 - -
Baron, op. cit., p. 24f; Tha'dlibI, autobiography,

CDN, A-3-13, p. &; $afi, preface to Duran-Angliviel, op. cit., p. 1l.
rA
19)Tha'élibi to Zemirlil, 17 September 1919, cucted
in Beron, op. cit., p. 49.

194
? Beron, op. cit., pp.25-36; AGT, loc. cit., folio 1,
doc. 2; folio 93, doc. Q.

1
95AGT, loc. cit., folio 1, doc, 128,
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was willing to endorse la Tunisie Martyre, but Mulammad Bash

HeEnbeh wes inecreasingly diseppointed with the patriots’

(even Tha'alibi’s) tendency to compromise; he moved to Berlin,
where he ould die in December 1920, out of touch 2nd out of
sympathy with his erstwhile comrades. $alil Sherif, similarly
bypassed and disillusioned, had died in Switzerland nine months

196

earlier. Zawush, at the opposite pole, made his lest sslly as
a polemicist in a vigorous defence of private religious endowments.197
Hasen Galletl end *Abd al-JalIl Zawush endured each

other’s presence through a meeting of the Khaldunlyash Society in
Jenuaery 1920; Zewush refused to succeed Agram as nresident and

Gaellatl was elected.l98 Meanwhile the patriots were working on a

set of petitions to be presented to the Bay, the Resident General

end the French government, but two tendencies were evident at a

meeting on 1 February: s "moderate" or "

associaetionist" groun,
led by Qallatl, which called for the formulation of precise
recuests that could cornceivably be graented, and a "radical® teem
gathered around Muhammad Riyahl, demanding total independence.

The former seemed more powerful for the moment and Qallatl won

much support for his suggestion that s specisl delegaticn be

Y

196
9 AGT, E5%0, ;0/15, folio 5, doe., 6; Baron, op. cit.,

pp 38-40; Tbn Y&shur, Terajim el-A'lem, p. 216¢.
197

(Abdeljelil Zaouche), En Tunisie: la Question des
terres et 1’Agriculture tunisienne (Tunis: Sociéte anonyrme de
1'Imprimerie Rapide, 1919), 29pp.

198461, 1oc. cit., £olio 337, doc. bk,
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199

cent to Paris,
By mid-March, the first formal Tunieian =»oliticel
party had come into being, with Abmed 82f1 as ites first
Secretery Gereral; Tha'21libl had indicated his snproval of the
prrty’s orgsnization and program in a letter to Ferhat Ibn
200

‘Ayyed. Seeking "to deliver Tunisie from the yoke of slavery,"

the Tunisien Libcral Constitutioral Perty (al-Yizb al-Hurr

al-Dusturl al-Tunisl) opened its lists to ell who would swear to

uphold its vrograrm of eight escential reforms: the creation of

a deliberetive asgsembly comprising both French and Tunisian
representatives ard controlling the budget and ites own agends;

the resvonsibility of the goverrment to this legislature; the
separetion of executive, judicial end legislstive poweres; the
admission of cuslified Tunisians to a2ll renks of the civil service;
the provision of eouel saleries for the same weork; the convening

of elected municipal councils in every town in the regency; the
opening of oublic land to purchese by Tunircians on an ecual

footing with settlers, end the introduction of freedor of the vress,

201
of msserbly and of associations As Flendin had lifted the ban

9 -
1"'9Baron, op. cit.y p. 41F; cf ariicle by Nu'men in
Avenir social, 12 February 1920, AGT, loc. cit., folio 1, Aoc. 133,

200

Baron, op. cit., p. 42.

"Rodd B=lek" (Charler de Monchicourt), "lLa Tunisie
epres le Guerre," Africue frerngaise, 77X, 2-10(Sents= Oct,1920),
281; Rossi, op. cit., p. 202, There is a vsriant version in
Renseignements Colonieux, XYXV, 6bis(June 1925), 222f,




€3

on Arabic newsnpavers on 1 Febtrusry, the new pnerty could give
its manifesto wide circulation., However, it wss not implicated
in the veaceful demonstretions conducted by Mirall =nd other
editors to »rotest the British occuvetion of Istnnbul.202
Qellatl, Zerirll, Mu'men ané Shadhill Derghuth, the four victims
of 1912 still amctive end =till in Tunis, joined 'Al1l Kahivah ond
Mustafd Safer, the aons of fomous fethers, on 2 committee with
98f1, Samace, Ibn ‘Avyad and several other nastriots in drafting the
petitions thet would nresert the agreed program to the suthorities.
85f1 lcd the five-ran delegation which left for Paris on 6 June, 293
I~ Peris, 8afl and his colleagues were eble to nresent
their eightfold vetition to the vresidert of the Chamber of
Deputies 2nd to vieit & senior official ir the ministry of foreign
affairs. They published theilr progrem in several metropolitsn
newsrapers but they were not warmly received bv the sovernment.
Qa115t1 attributed this check to the delegetes’ neiveté and
Thatalibl’s hoving persuaded them to exvend their energies on
frustrating Flandin’s loan appliecation; he was esvecially

3 » - ~ 2
disanpointed in $afa’s lack of leadershinv, Mesanwhile, in Tunis,

202
Bsron, op. cit., v. 57f; AGT, lcc. cit., folio 297,
doc. 27-30; folio 414, doec. 23-26.
203
AGT, loc. cit., folio 1, doc. 92; folio 79, doc. 12,

~

204 -

de Monchicourt, op. cit., o. 280f; Safi, nreface to
Duren-Angliviel, loc. cit.j Celleati, erticle in Tunis Socieliste,
28 August 1921,
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the Centre Tunisien =nd Demirii’s barberchon rere the foci of
discussion end dissominetion of news from France. Shaylh
Sedig Nifar led a l-rge delesetion to the Bry’s relsce esking
for the reintroduction of the constitution; the cseversl eivil
sefvants in the crouv were rewnrded with tvree susrensions and a
205
cormittee was ~uickrly Tormed to raice woney for their sunnort., ~
Feering a conspirscy, the Tunisisrn governrent reided the homes of
The 'z21ib1, Riyshl, Ja'®?ibl, Ibn ‘Ayyad and others of the rore
outspoken Tunisizns. Tha'alibl wes brought home from Peris under
errest; his depasiture for Tunis coincided with §8f1’s diespatch of

a telegrow to Mirall arnouncing that the foreigr minister hed
206
received the delegates in Paris.

Ibn ‘Ayysd, Mu'man, 'All 'Abd el-Warhhab end some cthers
orgenized a series of meetings to protest Tha'alibl’s imprisorment
end to bewail the delegation’s bed luck; Safi leuncred the monthly

. . s 207
morazire al-Fajr to nublicize the narty’s nrogrem. Bv late
August contention was rife between the returned delesates end the

wembers of the Cercle Tunisiens lerce sums of the subrerintions

reised to finance the delepation in Paries veod pone setrsy ond

AGT, ERRD, ZN/18) P2lig
£alin 48, dnc, 14P; folic 52, doc. 6;

“Irid., folio 79, doc. 17f; Brron, op. cit. n. 1f,

““TAGT, loc. cit., folio 1, doc. 81, 88F; ©olin 9, doc. 45,
folio 21, doc. 77-80; folio 79, doc. 20, 32f.



suspicicre were breederst. This ill1-feeling ond tlhn I-¢k of

eccomplishuent on the nnrt of the Paris groun ertranged Collatl

ard Nutmer ©ron 82°7 rrd before long Cellotl ked enunciected =
new reform volicy to be pursued in a snlrit of eooperefion
rathicr than confrontetion with the French and =hich eventuelly

208
“~ Appearences were

vrovided the rlestfor~ of the Reform Perty.
mainteined for & tirme, however, and §5f1 ord Nifer bhoth set with
Qallatl end Nu'men on the board of o prirtirghouse bought by
mez 209 - - .

Cellati. Ferhat Ibn tAyy=d left Tunis on 27 October to =2c¢t as

y . . o.... 210 .
the Party’s lobbyist in Paris, gnd a second delegation lef't
for Frence on 22 Decexter: awong the eight mexbers of this group

- - - 21l
were Qallatl and Sagea.

This cecond delegalicn precented the ssme vrogram to
the rersonelities of Feris rs hed its predececsor, excent thet
universel comnulsory gricrery education was added tc the desiderets;
212

the dclegotion (without Zmega) returned to Tunis on 4 Februery 1921,

A scries of explasnetery lectures hy the delegates could not conceel

208

299861, ES50, 30/17, folio 1, doc. 3: “olisc 93, doc. 23
erticle by Qzllatl in Tunis 8ccialiste, 28 Aupust 1621; Zarirli,
leg Contervorainsg, v. 121.

209
AGT, loc. cit., folio 1, doc. 78.
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Ibid., folio 1014, doc. 30.
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Ibid., folic 1, doc. 76.
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Ibid., folio 44, doc. 9; Duren-Angliviel, op. cit.,

p. Lk,
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the prowire divergence botween the uncomnromicing constitutionsliste
£ Z £ ! g

led by 881 end the moderste reformers whe followed Gallati;

Qestalll led 2 smaller grour whick rlco eriticized the
213

intransigents. The Decenbter delegetion wae, however, generelly

credited for obtzining sn end to the =stete of sziege that had
214

ercured since the aftermath of the Jellsj riots of Movewber 1911,

1 nenaged tc congretulete the government on the cresticn

Fh

of & justice ministrys "the

b]

irst step towsrds reslizeticn of the
[~

) 17 T . cis
Constitutionaliste’ vrogra:. Tha '2libl resured his politicsal

AN

sctivity s soon 2e he left triscn on 17 Moy, although Qellatl
remeined romewhat slocfe The militery investigator had found
no cause to accuse Tha'alibl or the Constitutionalist= of eny
. 217
conspiracy.
By mid-June the rerty hed definitely srlit intc the

Tha'alib1~-gef1 Constitutionelists cnd the N2112t1~Nu'mén Reformers.

L Sl bt — . - - ot s - -
Arong the former were Ibn ‘Ted, Jedewl, Jz'@’ibl, Murell, Riyaha

1%
“AGT, ERS0, 30/1%, folio 1, doc. 66f; folio 13, doc. 57;
fclio 44, doc, 11, 15, ¥7-19; fclio 79, doc. 35.

1 . .
2‘L}Frmrxce, Ministére des Colonies, "Revue de 12 Precse
musulmene: Compte-rendu enalyticue" (Archives d!'Qutre-mer,
Aix-en-Provence), 30 &pril 1921, p. 14.
215 . . 7 A
Oper. letter to Resident CGereral Seirt, Dépeche Tunisienne,

7 May 1921,

216AGT, loc. citey folio 9, doc. 33-42,

217Baron, op. cit., p. 61.
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end the Kahiyas; Qastelll, Zamirll and Khazml rnllied to
Qz113t1 but Kheznl soon moved to Morocco, while Mu'men flirted
218

with the Conmunists, By August, Mu'man had writien e pemrhlet

"sterile" hard line o2nd compleined publicly

egeinst Tha'talibl’s
that The'2litl wes misusing perty funds. Ir this suspicion he
wes joined by Shaykh Nifar and much cf the public, but the perty
wes able to collect the funds to keep Ibn ‘Ayyed in Peris,
Qelletl published his own criticism of gafi1 end Tha'alibl in
Tunis Socialiste end neither Callatl nor Nu'men resvonded to

- .=, 219 - -
conciliamtory gestures of Tha'elibi’s. Nu ‘man, gefi and

Qallatl exchanged further verbal volleys during September, with
each side clainring tc be true to the originel manifesto and

accusing the other of devistion; Nu'man described Tha'alibl as
. . 220 .
self-serving and a blasphemer, During Cectober snd Noverber

rivel deputations toured the regency seeking support for their

factions and & December attemct to heal the breach was fruitless.221

‘laAGT, E550, 3C/1%, folio 1, doc. 64Ff; feolio 9, doec. 29—
31; folio 52, doc. 28; folio 93, doc. 1; folio 297, doc. 63, 78.

2191bid., folio 1, doc. 60-63, 115-=118; folio 52, doc. 32;
folio 1014, doec., 58.
220 _ _
vaf1 in Courrier de Tunisie, 9 Sentember 1021,
Nu'man, ibid., 1C Sentercber 1921. Qrllatl (Guellety) Tunis
Socialiste, 25 Sertember 1921.

221
AGT, loc. cit., folio 3, doc. 11; folio 44, doc., 25
33; folio 79, doc. 959-69; folio 2409, doc. 2.
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This stelemate persieted through =most of 1922, but the
Constitutional Party itself fell vietinm to further dissension
and the Com unist Perty geve its suvport to the Reformers. The
Constitutionalist press then ren a six-ronth campeign against
the Communists before celling & truce in June, sfter the Communist
Party hed been officislly benned in Tm'lis‘.ia.?22 Several Jews
joined the Constitutionazl Farty, which held the support of the
provincial nstioneliets excent in SUseh where Hassuneh ‘Ayyashi
led a2 strong Refermist section; Zerirll, the Reformer, jousted
with the Constitutionslict Shadhill Kheznsdar for the synrpethies
of the ruling family.225 Tayyib Ibn ‘Tsd and Shacdhill Derghuth led
a group opnceing Tha'eglibl within the Constiiutional Party end
Farbgt Ibr ‘Ayy2d, long unheppy witk the sporeadic nsture of his
communications with Tunis and especially with the irregulerity of
his rececivt of his stipend, returred to the regency in October to
ioin this group in forming the "Inderendent Constitutionsl Party".224
Two prominent Constitutionalists, Hadl Qaguri and Muharmad Tallll,

were dismissed frow the Jam'iyet al-Awqaf after their imrlicetion
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AGT, ES50, 30/15, folio 6, doc. 40; folio 79, doc. 72-

75; folio 2128, doc. 12.
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Ibid., folio 9, doc. 1, 7; folio 44, doc. %6; folio
1014, doc. 95; folio 2413, doc. 6.
224
Ibid., folio 40, doc. 74; folio 1014, doe. 103-110.
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in embezzlerent of its funds; this wes symptometic of the
cavalier finenciel practices of the perty’s lesdercship:
Muslim Benevolent Scociety funds found their wey into »-rty
coffers, while thece were themselves in 8 state of incessant
depletion. Only Tha'alibl found no cauce to cuestion this
perpetual deerth of f‘unds.225

Although the edministrative refcrms of 13 July 1922
grectly alterecd the Tunisien velitical environzent and osrtly
met the wiches of the various movements, the local politicians
had beccne tco engrossed in their own rivalries to respond te
the chenging circumstances arourd them. Tha'alibl, frustrected
by the suspicions of his own partisens, left Tunisie in 1923
en’ the Constitutional Party stegneted; $afi, its secretery
generel, accuired some fine property near Fehg, apparently with

226 S

party funds. Repudisted by the electors in 1926, Qallatl
also witvdrew from pcliticel activity and the field wes left
open for e younger gereretion to relly the nationelist mevement

to the New Constitutionel Party, formed by Hahlb Burgibah in

225AGT, E550, 3C/15, folio 52, doc. 38&; folio 79, doc.
106, 120; folio 141, doc. 7.
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226

Ibid., folio 79, doc. 130.
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Merch 1933, After Thetzlibl’s return in 1937, 2 futile attempt
was rede to reunite the nationalist movement, but Burcibah was
firmly in control and for two decedes he guided his followers
thkrough a nolicy of stages to the achievement of nationel
inderendence. 8afi died in July 1937 and Tha'slibl in October
1944, but Qellati end Zamirll lived toc see the end of the
protectorste and the reacsertion of the dignity of the Tunisian
veople, half a century after they hed participated in the first
concerted promotion of their countryren’s right to social and

meteriel advancement.



CHAPTER II

THE FORFRUNNERS OF "YOUNG TUNISIA"

198 Preprotectorate Reformers

The first ccncerted effort to nodapt the Tunisien
society and policy to the exigenciss of the modern world was
undertslken by Agmad Bay, who reigned from 1837 to 1855, and
his minister Mugiefé §Bhib al-Tahit, who, evoking his femous
predecescor Ibn Khaldun, devised 2 governrentsl progrerm modelled
on the work cf Mubermad 'All in Egypt and paralleling contemporery
developments in the Ottoman Tangzimat. S8lavery wes abolished,
fineneces were reorganized end a nevsl arsenal wass opened, but
the keystone of the Tunisian reform structure wes the Military
Acedemy opened at Bardu in 1838, where the most influentisl
personality was the professor of Arabic, Mahmud Qabadid (d.1871),
who supervised the translstion of textbooks and reference works
into Arcbic and urged the reabsorption of mastheratical snd
medical science into the meinstream of Islamic culture.

Qabadu 2lso tought at the Zeytunash Mosoue-Univereity and his
student<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>