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THE ABBEY OF BURY ST. EDMUN1)S( IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY 1 

This study 

Al\T Am~INIsTRATrvE STUDY 

ABSTRACT 

od've 1 opme n ts at Bury St. Edmunds 

lllustrates the problems preventi~ the Abbey from atta1nlng 

new dimenslonp of power, presti~e or wealth ln the fourteenth 

(~ century. Canservative polie1es were followed in response.-..to 

econorn1c an5 social nressures. a disllke of lnnovation.ln 
- 1 

'ùlnternal financial management. in estate exploitation and in 

deallnp wtth tenant dis content w~s characterlstlc. Internally. 

the ahbey's leaders falled to exhlblt reforF!fig zeal, ln 
, ! 

c- relations wlth the crown and the papacy they adopted defenslve 

pos 1 tians ln order ta maintain' se'cular powers and e-ccleslast1cal 

independence. 

3everal factors accounted for these developments. 

Economic uncertalnties of the perlod. lnelastlc source~ of 

ircome, and heavy obligations ta'kln~ and pope resulted ln 
'< 

financial lnstahllity: and royal and papal influence frequently 

clrcumscrlbed the abbeyl~'lnd~~endence. The abbot's numerous 

publlc responsibliities and an Ingrown leadershlp also 

prevented ~lgnIflcant reform and contrlbuted to the c9nservative. 

defenslve -direction of admInistration ln the fourteenth cent;ùry. '1 
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L-AlJh'lye Of' "Bury ~>t. Eornunds" AU 14ième sièclea 
Une étude administrative 

, ~ ~ , 
L'etude des developpe~ents a Bury Ct. Erl~unds dernontre 

les facteurs qui ::>nt, emnêché l' Flbcay:e d '~tteindre 'Le pouvoir, 

le prestt~e pt lq richesse au 14tème siècle. En réponse aux 

pressions economiques et soclRles une attitude conservatrIce 

a eté an ot'téf'. 
. 

Il ~xIstalt ure Flversion de l'Innovation dans 
, ~ ; 

oillsieurs nOTTJQlnes Fld'l1in1strattfs internesr, a l'es:1;ard du 
; 

pouvoir royqle et celuI du pape, les chefs ont adoptee une 

attitude d~fensive aftn de conserver leur pouvoir s~culFltre 
~ ~ 

et le ur Inn eqend.qnce ecc les las t iq ue. 

Il Y a plusieurs 'cri ~res qul exnllquent ces développements. 

Il était difftcile n'obt~nlr de l'argent. et ~es tr~s ~rbsses 

obltgqtlons f'nvers le rot et le paoe ont aboutI a une ~Ituatihn 

financière instable. Les trE'S p-rl'lnnes ref?Donsl'lbllttés publiques 

de l'abbé et la qualIté intérieure des chefs de l'abbaye 

ont empêché toute réforme importante et oQt aooutt a une 
1 

attitude conservatlste et defenslve de l'ad~inistratlon au 

14ième siècle. 

1 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

"Shr1ne of the King, Cradle of the Law" 

The borough of Bury St. Edmunds owes 1ts present 

.mott6. "Shrine'of the K1ng, Cradle of the Law," to the 

ex1stence of the Abbey w1thin 1t~tes. Today only 
L 

the bare outllnes of the clo1ster and the abbey church 

r8ma1n where once stood one of the greatest abbeys ln 

medleval EnglanQ. Endowed from th~ eleventh century , 

w1th e'xtenslve clvll and e~Blastical rlghts,. the. 

Benedict1ne abbey of Bury St. Edmunda ln the high 

Middle Ages succeeded ln m&lntalnlng Ita positlon ~s 

• g;-e'at landholder' and ';'8 an J,nstl tutlon whlch cvuld 

not escape its economlc. polit1cal or rellglous functlon 

ln ~t1on to the conditl?ns of med1eval society. 

Slxty mlles north of London ln the county of 

'\~.t'i Suffolk Iles the shrlne of St. Edmund, the. martyre!i 

East ~ngl~n king ala1n by. th8 Danes ln 870. By 90) 

_'. a group of secuiar clergy wa~ guarding the body of the 

~l.lnt, and there they remalned untl1 102q when King 
~-:.rJ'... • 

, Cnu€-. and Bishop Aelfwln of Elm.ham lr.troduced twenty 
",'~; " 
-;', 

~enedlct1ne monks from the nearby houses of Ely a~ 

St. Benet of Hulme. By 1213 the abbey had grown from 
'-" 

a' sl1L!lll stone bÙl1dlng 1111 th only twe,nty monks to a 

large complex of buildings wlth nearly seventy monks. 
~ 1 

1 

, \ 
i 

, 
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1 -

The abbot was a tenant-ln-phler of the crown a,d ~ 

feu~a~ lord ~n hle own rlght, as the hol~er of 

~franchlsal jurlsdlction over the Ltberty of St. 

Edmund, the abbot possessed civil powers equalled by , 

very 'few eccleBlastlca~ figures in the kingdom. It 

W8.S on th~"'high alter IOf,.~~~e abbey church in November 

of 1214 tha t a- group ~J~ ba~6ns ,swore to obtain Il bertles 

from King John •. and 'i~ was he~e tha t Henry III 8l)d 
o • 1 

Edward l held parllameftts in 1267 and 1296. Llke 

many other Benedictine houses, the,abbey of Bury 

possessed extensive holdlpgs which lnsured economlc t 

power a's tfell. The landed, liesl th of the abbey brQught 
, 

cons1derable rewards but also bro~ght 'w~th lt many 
, '" 

responslbillt1es. In s1ze and influence the a~~eyIS 

positlon in the twelfth and thlrteenth centurf~s could 
-

match that of Glastonbury, Peterborough or St. Albans, 
, 1 

and llke these abbeys, Bury waB never far removed f~om 

the act1v1t1es of the nation or the k1ng,' from 
\' .. 

,CAnterbury or Rome4 . 

The weIl eS~àblished çlvll a~d eccleslastical 

~ privileges and the advantageous economlc·tr~nd9-or the 
. . 

late twelfth and thirteenth adntur1es pro'vlq.ed·8 'J'leAl t;.hy 
(..J ..' 

atmosphere for Bury §t. Edmunds. thou~~ ~~t totally' 

free from problems and ~xternai pressurés, th~-abb~y 
. \ 

flourlshed .,1n thls period.. Cap&ble . ..adm1nlstratol;'s. . . .... '., ' 

8uch as the energetic Abbot Samson '( 1182-1211), dld 

" 

.... 

" ' 
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• . 
l' 

much to preserve the abbey'B prlvileges and to extend 

lts reBources. But the evldent vltallty of Bury ln the 

hlgh Middle Ages could not d1sgulse completely the signa 

of the dlfflcultles to come in the later Middle Ages. 

The lncreaslng centrallzatlon of the 'EngllsWgovernment, 

par t lcularly under Edward Il brought press~res 'to bear 

upon the powers" of the abbots, forever àefens 1 ~ of 1 ts 

~ ,0C1Vl1 powers and thé f1nanclal rlghts suc/1 powe,l. 

-,.,y lmplled, the a.bbey found 1 ts posl tion chal1enged ln th~ 
/' \~ 

! later thlrteenth century* 
1,/ , 

1 
The growlng burden of taxation and the other 

payments to the crown also thre~tened the eaonomlc 
" 

resources of the abbey.' Whlle the expandlng economy 

of the thlrteenth century contlnu~d to support thè 

.. , ,..-

o 

.' 

'. 

dal1y needs of the house, the prospect of heavy and 

unaccustomed expenses s 19nalled dlfflcul tles .. ~ pe..rtlcularly \' 

lf li confluence of unfayorable economlc trends shpuld " 

affect the abbey'soestates. The centralized charaèter 

of the papal bureaucracy was anotheF f~ctor ln the 
, . , 

- ". ~ . 
. , 

emerging difflcult1es of the abbey in the later thlrte-enth 
'. 

centu~. Although Bury as an exempt abbey had a 
o 

special relatlonshlp with the papacy. this could be 
" ~,.. 

as much a Bource of (Uffi.c~'.l ty as a benè'fl t. The .f1nanc1al 

demanda of the' papacy tncreased ln th.e thlrtee{lth 
a 

centuryr pa.pal income t~es" fell 'on" the. abbey wl ~h 
..,-,.' 

,1ncreaslng regula,ri ty and hea.vy expenses .. assoclated 

, \ 

, . , 

/ 

, '. 

• . , . 
, ' 

,f 

" 
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with abbatial electlona were a new factor w1th wh1ch 

the monas tery had ~ contend.." ' ,,'<"; 

A r1nal challènge ln the th1rteenth century 

1ndlcated that the abbey's position mlght undergo 

change in the next century. Monest1c1sm ln general 

and. Bury ln particular had wltnessed the growth of the 

new mendicant orders wlth on~ldera~le mtsglvings. The 

d their underlylng doctrinal 

endowed weal~h and moral ascendency 

of the regular orders. Bury's defense of monastic 

privlle~e ln response to the Franclscan attempts to 

~ settle ln the 'town weB, ln the end, only partially 

.' , 

successful. These challenges w~e lndicat1ve of the 

changed posit1on and influ~n~e or monasticlsm wlthln 

Bocle'ty. The perlod of outstandlng cul tural contrl but1on' 

of .monast1clsm to soclety wes passlng by th-ë end of the "'. 
1 thlrteenth centurYI leadershlp ln polltlcB and wlthln 

the church l'lad bep;un to' ~ss to blshops and the fri,ars , 
\ 

and the economic 
"'" -

situation whlqh waS-bo~nd to affect 
- '--.... ....--............. 

, "- '-------lnsti tutlon was b~~~nlng to l)1~-.e~~nt ~~ , 8l1Y well-endowed 

problems whlch called for vl~orous leadè~~hlp and .rirm 

management on the part of monastlc leaders.~ 

It 18 the purpose of thls study to descrlbe,snd 
-1 

explain selected administratlve problems at the 

of Bury St. Edmunds in the fourteen~h cent~ry. Many 

of the changes and developments ln fourte.,nth century_ 

Englan'd produced new challenges and problems tor. the" 

• 1 

• 
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regular orders. Some of these problems were the result 

of trends begun ln the- latter part of the thlrteenth 

c~ntury, others\were newer developments whlch produced 
, 

er.tlrely new'sltuation~ calling for Innovative methods 

o~ manaeement. As leaders of one of the most important 

Benedictine mona-t!t'"erles in England, the abbots of St. 

Edmunds were _,contronted wl th economic. poli tice.l and 

religlous changes whlch deeply affected -both the abbeyta 

p'Osl tion wl thln society and the internAI etab111 ty of. the 

house. How the abbey's leaders responded to thene new 
-

/ -âemands and the extent to wh1 ch trends a t Bury reflec ted 

bbe general trends of BenedIct1ne monast1clsm ln this 

period will serve a use fuI purpoBe in the Btudy of 
] 

Medieval ecclesiast1cal hlstory. -.. .,-----
< • Much of the monas t~ chis tory of the t>addle Ages 

",.*) 
~ , 

has'been approached from the viewpolnt of a crlticism 
-

... 

or defense of monastlclsm as a way of 11fe 1 of chronlcllng 

~-----------------

. ' 
laxlty of discipllne and explainlng reform movements. or 

---------or --me-Fely. exploring the economic 1mpact of the varlous 

orders. 2 These approache's are valid. of course. but 
--------.. -- .. 

they seem to present only a partlally eXpl~l~e~ and 

lso1a~ed vlew of monastlc developments. The recent 
3 

works of David Knowles, however. depend on a balanced, 

comprehensive and analyt1cal treatment of trends ln 

monastlc hlstory and are of Inestimable value ln the 
'"' 

field of medleval'eccleslàstlcal hlstory. Studles of 

Indlvldual monastlc houses. studles whllch concentrate 



6 

on exam1ning the internaI administrat~on and t~-external 

relationship of a sin~le house withln a more JarrowlY 

defined period of tlme. can enlarge the impact ot' 

David K~owlest works. 
,.. 

Such studies have the advantage of allowing us ta , 

isolate the most important historicsl factors wh1ch 
..... 

affected the fortunes of an individusl house. By 

focus,lng on the particular clrcuTtstances of a Single' 

monastery. and by adopting a t~pical rather than a 

chronologieal approach. the eXl~nce of certain 

recurring ad~1qlstrat1ve problem1lt~~mes apparent. 

Econom1e pressures~ the relat!onshlp of a mona,stery 
, " 

to the erown, the' posl-t.1on of an abbey w1 th1n the chur ch 
' .. ... ~ 

and patterns 1n intern81,le~de~shlp are aIl important 
" 

features in the àdministrat~on of a m~dieval abbey. A 

detal1ed analysls of the trends in each of these areas 

when applied to a Single house can reveal.more e~e~rly 

the nature and scope of the problems which were faced 

by the administrat1ve off1c1als. 

ThIs type of Integrated analysis of the problems 

ln 'the admlnistrat"1on of a Single house has not yet 

'been,undertaken on an~ w1de scale. Recent studies of ... 
individusl 'b.bbeys have tended to emphasize only a single .t il ., 
factor, such as flnancial admin1strat10n o~ ~conomic 

4 
difficulties. or have~utllnèd chronologiesl develop-

ments. 5 Both of these approaches have merlt, but they 

often prevent careful consideration of the varlet y of 

.. , 
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important adminlstratlve pro?lcms faced by the monastic 

offl'cials. ThIs present étudy of Bury St. Edmunds ls 
, 

an attempt to present an 1ntegrated. and more compreh~n-

Slve.a~lY~lS of the abbey's problems wlthln the context 

of medleV~$oclety. By concentratlng malnly on the 
",-

fourteenth ceri~ry, such an analy~ can also 111ustrate 

th~,degr~e to whlch the a~bey's fortunes were Influenced 

br the partlcular economlc, polltlcal and rellg10us 

develôpm~nts of the periode 

Certa1n aspects of the hlS~ of the abbey of 

Bury ~)t. Edmunds have recelved the attention of hIs,torlans. 
";Y 6 . 

Albert Goodwln's The Abb~y orISt. Ed~undsbury Is the only 
\ 

~ rocent hlstory of the abbey. tr~atlng 1 ts dovelopment 

~rom the foundatlon to 1539. Though satisfactory ln many 

~~cts, It 18 11mIted by Its chronologiesl approach and 

lose~'~h of Its impact by the fallure to adequately 

distinguls~the many outslde pressures upon the abbey. , 
In addl tion to s work, artioles~by H.W.C. DavIs, 

Vivian GalbraIth an 
. 7 

Graham on top1es concernlng 

the early hlstory ~~ the bbe~ have proved uset'ul for 
"', 

background to the dev.lopme~~ of the fourteenth 

" century. Useful also are the variouB collect1ons of 
~ 

-", ' , 
documents and edltorlal discuss10ns ~~rtalnlng to the 

Abbey. D.C. Douglas' Feudal Documents trom thè Abbey 
1 

,. of" Bury St, Edmund~. R.H.C. Davis' The Kalendar of Abbot 

Samson, and Anton1a Gransden's edltlon of The L!tter 

" Book of William of Hoo. Sacrlct of Bury St, Edmunds 
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8 
, 

, 8 
1280-1294~ contal~ much additirnal background In:ormation 

and helpful Interpretations of ource materia~) from the 

eleventh through the t~irteenth centuries. 

Although llttle attention has bee~ directed 

speclfically to developments at the ab~ ln the fourteenth 

century, two important studies on partlcular topics have 

provlded valuable Interpretat10ns and information whlch 

l have made use of. H.D. Lobel's The Roroup;h of Bury 

St. Edmundsi A Study ln the Government And Develonment 
9 

of a :-'onAstlc Town ls a detailed and comprehensive 

analysls of the polltlcal and economic conflicts between 

the abbey and the town, an aspect of Bury's hlstory whlch 

had important consequences for the pollcles of the 

monastic officlals ln the fourteenth century. M.R. James' 
10 

"On--the Abbey of St. Edmund at Bury" descrlbes the 
t( , 

abbey's llbrary and architectural hlstory from Its 

foundatlon through the fourteenth century. 

"~~"'" toplcs Ile somewhat outslde the scope of the present 
" ~, "" ~ . ~~ but hle r~search, while rather antlquarian ln 

nature, has provlded addl tlonsl Informat,1on useful for 
9 

lllustratlng some trends ln monahtic development ln the 
-

later Middle· Ages. 

As far as posslble, thls stu~ ls.basei upon 

prlmary source materlal. Unfortunately. l have been 

unable to examine orlglryal man~scrlpt collectlons whlch 

would have been partlcularly valuable for determlnlng' 
~ 

trends on the estates of the abbey. CUstumals, rentaIs, 



9 -......-... 
1 J 

court rolls and mânorlal extents pertairllng to the abbey 

do exlst fO;! the fourteenth century, and can perhaps 
.~' 

prov\de the basls for future, more detalled studies of 

economl~ condit1ons on the lands of the abb~y.11 However. 

a number of pr1nted sources have been p~rtlcularly useful; 

a full 11sting appears ln the blbllography. butta few 
,~ 

comments on the major sources should be made. In additlon ., 
1 

to t~e collections of documents ~1tcd above, two sources 

.from period~ earlier than the fourteenth century help to 

11luminate the h1storical background of the abbey. The 
12 

Chronicle of Jocelln of Brakelond,,ed1ted and translated 

by R.E. Butler, covers the'per1o~ et the abbey from 1173 

to 1203. Desp1~e his often confused chronology, ~ocelln'a 

" chronicle ls unusual. Personal, 11vely, amusing, his 

'. presentation of the day to day lire in a me~leval abbey 

can be matched by few monastic writers, and his description 

or the. 'problems of the abbot and convent has left us a J 
, 

plcture of onè-of Bury's shrewdest, most v1gorous and 
r 

able administra tors 1 ~.\..~bot Samson (1182-1211). Unfortunately, ", 
. 

the later worka composed at the abbey lack sorne of the 

detail~ and the immedlacy ,hlch JoceI1n:ptovlded. but 
J •• 1) 

The 'Chrohlçle of Bury.~t., ~~m\3rids" 1212-1301. re~ëent11 

-ed,tted and transla ted br 'Anto'n1a Gran~den. providefJ much 

useful first hand 1nformat1on on thirteenth century 
- . 

developments. partlculer~y on taxat10n and relat10ns 

w1 th the crOlm. 

The two most valuable collections of mater1al for 

'" 
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the fourteenth century are contalned in Thomas Arnold's 

Rolls Series editlon of MeMorials of St. Edm~~~'s Abbe~ 
15 

apd in The ~lnchbec~ Reglster, edlted by Francis Hervey. 

The r.emorlals of St. Ed~und'S Abbey contains a ~lde 

varlet y of source rnaterla.l from earller per10ds ,. but 1s 

most useful for accounts of relations bet~een the abbey 

Knd town in 1327 a\d 1381, election proceedings ln 1302 

and 1379, and docu~ents pertalnlng to the d'BPute wlth the 

Bishop of Norwich from 1}45 to 1350. John of Gosford's 

account of the Peasant's RevoIt at Bury wll1 be familier 

to many concerned wlth fourteenth century social hlstoryr 

less familiar but" equally useful, ls the "Cronlca 

Burlensls" which"covers the e~rly portion of ~he century. 

There are, of course, many areas where we lack important 
1 

documerftation. the "Cronlca Burlensis" breaks off ln 

1~6, and many internaI develonments at the abbey, 
1 " 

particularly the effects of, the Black Death of 1)48/49 

C$n only,be the object of our histor1csl speculation. 
, 

The Plnchbec~ Reglst~t, on the other hand, conta1ns 

much useful information on th~ flnancla"l resources and 

expendltures of the ~bbey ln the first thlrd of the 

fourteenth century. Comp1led at th".abbey c. 1334 by 

/ 

the monk Walter Plnchbeck. the reglster contains numerouB 

coples of papal bulla, charters of prlvl1eges from the 

crown, lists of knlghts' fees, tenants and tenements, and 
) 

records of manorial custorns on some of the abbey lands. 

Agaln we mlght ~lsh for documentation from the latter 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 
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part of the fourteenth century. Evldençe from the 

Plnchb~ck Reglst~r can do no more than suggest the 

direction of econom1c changes and manager1al techn1ques 

in the early fourteenth century. but additions1 evldence 

from other sources. partlcularly the Calendars of the 

Close and Patent Rolls. confirms that tne abbey faced 

8.. number of ser10us problems in the la ter rUddle Ages. 

New challenges and new demands threatened both the 

abbey's pos1tion,in the world and its internal stabi11ty. 

"'~ A vlgorous defense of monastlc prlvllege and skl1lful 

leadership were necessary,. but that leadership was 

often lacking ~nd that defense became Increaslngly 

~ore dlfflcult for Bury St. Edmunds ln the fourt~enth 

centuÎ"Y. 
'" 

'\ 

\ 

& 

" 

..... ' 

" 
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II. PROBLE~S IN THE INl'E,RNA.L l\D!'INISTRATION OF' TlfE 
" . 

ABBEY IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY 

An exam1nat1on of the problems of 1nternai 

admin1stratiçn and the quality of monast1,c 11fe ,at Bu-ry .. 
St. Edmûnds ln the rourteenth céntury mU9t'f~rst 

, , . \ 
f J i\ .. 

conslder the nature of abbatial leadership, .. "~he smo'Oth , 
. .' , , 

runct10n1ng of anv Be~ed1ctlne abbey depended very 
.' J • 0 

.0 
much on the quailty of the abbot, thls was as true 1~ 

the fourt~enth century as 1 t ha.d~ been 1'n earller ... , 

periods of Benedictine monasticlsm. Both the ,original , 1 

lndèpendence and ~uthori ty of: t'he abbot as Ieglsia ted 

'''' by St. Benedict and the growing sepsratlon qf the abbot 
'-" • <:' ,,~ • 

from tl}e cO!I1IDUnl ty of monks· so characterJ.stl c '.of the 
.. ,.,. ~ " 

Iater Middle Ages mea~t that the abQot's ~eadership .. . . \ 
was a crltlcat factor, ln malntalnlng internal ~tabll1ty 

." . , 
and c~heslon as weIl as extern~l P!~~tl~~.and.~es~ectàbll1ty. 

In a pérlod when monastlclsm weS tncreasl'ngly, co~mtn~ , , 

under attack for the fallure to li:ve Up'·t0 ~~s,-lde.als ;' ~ 

and when the external demands from th~.~ta~e and the 
.. ~ '." cf t 

church threetened '1 ts stab;11l ~Y and. éxlste'nce ~ vlg.orous 
~ 

1 .. • , 

leaderShip, both splr! tuaI and te'tnpora'l·, l'las a. necesstty. 
... ' " ~'.." .... ... 

(1 1 .. ~ .... ," 

. The theoretlcal basls for.othe 'quast-absolute powers 
" . 

"," • r 

o~ the abbot had been s1mply and' clearly- set fort!} in th~ 

Bened1ctine.Rule. The ldeal eriv1sag~d by .~he order's 
. o· , ~ .. 

" 14 . ' . /'--... 
~) .' . :' / 

. ... 
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founder encompassed a united communlty.of monks led by . . 
the spirItual guidance of their abbot. to whom they. 

owed comp St. Benedict legls1a~ed for 

'~he m.onks, ,"In aIl ·thlngs. to obey the ebbot's commands, 

'even' thoUgh he hlrcself (which God forbld) shou,ld aet 
~ 

. . 1 Q 

otherwlse." This 1deal, of cour:se, placed a ~rea t ' 

deal of reSp'onsibl11ty on the abbot. He was glven wlde 

powers of punishment which he hlmself determlnedc 

" 
corporal punl!shment;. excommunies t10n ana' the. rlght te> 

, , 2 
"use the severlnp; knlfe." to expel an ~un~orthy monk. 

, 

St. Benèdlct na. turally assumed ,that the abbot would 
• .. 

not be a tyrant and carefully ex'plalned that the abbot 
, . 

WB.S respons~b1-e not orlly, for hls own actions but for . . 
-

Accordlng" the actions of those l:mder hls csre as l!fell. 
" 

, , . ' 

'" , ... 1 .' 

to the Rule, the, abbot, fl'lso controlle:,d the appo1ntÏ1lent' . 
. 

of aIl offlcl,als. The advlc~ of the commun1 ty lias 
'. 

" 
·consldered. but he, was no.~.bç>und to act by 1ts 

. , . 
Whenever any weighty matters,havê to be transacted 
in the monastrery let· the abbot calI together: aIl 
the communt ty and hlmcelf nropose the ~ t.tèr for ' ,. 
dIscussion. A~ter ~ea~i~g\the a~vlce of the br~thren 
let hlm. cO'ns-lder 1 t .in hls, own m1ndj and 1 thèn do. r> • 
wha t he shall j udge most expedl~~ ~ ~ '. - • 

Theoretlcally ,the, abbot of a enedlct.~:n~ monas1;ery· " 
~ ~ 

wes to be more concerned wlth' the ,~plritual'overslght of, 

hl~ monks than Wlt~ ,probi.~ms :b~ t~mporal .adm1~i~t~at,~o'n, . . . 
for 1 t was a bàS1c requlreme'nt- 'of a11 .,,1 thIn, ,the commun1 ty " 

4 
"to become a stranger to ttt-' ways of the- wo.rld." . The 1 

, / 

( _ abpot 'Wes the .father of l'tis' mo'nks, and he hlmse1f was' 

, . 
" 

\' 
,1 

. , 

- ~ . 
~ r , , 

. '. . 

.. 
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bound to 10ll~W the 'Rule along wlth the rest of the 

The dlfficulties ln respect te keeplng an 

at~~tude. ln exercls1ng authorlty, and ln 

~r.emalnl a: close te the rest of the monks were clearly 

evldent at Bury St. Edmunds throughout the Middle Ages, 

~ ~s'thel were for the abbot; of other"Bene8ictlne houses~ 
~:J 

_/ 

The major char.~e ln the organ1zatlon of a Bened1ctine 

/house ,from the slxth to the twelfth century l'las the 

graduaI 1solation of the abbot from the rest of the 
, -

communlty. It 18 true that st. Benedlct's abbpt, by 

vlrtue of h_ls au thorl ty. was. ln a sense.' separated from 

the convent. Yet, t.;ntl1 the twelfth century, the abbot' 

still partlclpated ln the common I1fe ta the full extent~ 
. -

" ,eatlng and ,slee'plng wl th the monks and usually ln 

l 'c~ns tan't res ldence a t: the a bbey. 5 As a. resJll t of the , 
- l "'_ • 1. ~~ 

"feuqa11zat1on of the abbQt's pos1t1on and the separat1on, 
, . 
'of the abbot's revenues from those of the convent, the 

. ' 
~. ,'abbat of ~ large _'fIjedlevà.l monastery had h1-s 'Own of,fl claIs 

" -
and responslbl11tles wh~h resulted ln an abbot 

, ' . , . 
',malntalnll'lg a prlvate househeld! wlth his awn-servants, 

thus d;~~lng' h~ m 'a"af- -irom close corrJ~c t wl tli the res t ' 
1 4 • ~ • • • , 

of 'the ~onks. -The abbots of Bury were, throughout theg 
1 '" "- If -

11.1c;ldle Ages, constant.ly 'lnvolved '1n the J'.bus1ness of the 
" ~ 

" ~ • 1 

- - ' 

trav~111ng,about ln thelr capa0Ï: t1e,s as te~ntt1, 
,'--' 

king. mempers of Parliament, agents of . in-chief of the , 

the pap~cy. and manorlal àdmlnlstrators. T~us by the 

twelfth century. th~ famlly organ1zatlon descrlbed by 
.,~ "t 

.' 

dl, 

" 
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rePl"~:~«bY" \arge 
1 , / 

organlzation 

admlnistered b~ an absentee 'or sometimes/autocratlc . ' .. \' , 
ruler. out of touch wlth the rest of tn~, communlty. 

~ Ir ~ (_" l,." 

, . 
Practlces such as the abbot diping fil th ~'3elected monlcs 

or wlth guests apart from th~ rest of the community were 
f , . 

1 
symptomat-ic' of s,uch changes in optlook. and were sources 

of concer~ and attempted reform in the thlrteenth and 

, ' 
, r 

e~rly fourteenth centurIes 1 but to a large extent the 
1 

separation of the ~bbot from the commun1ty and the 

autocrat1e natur~ of hls rule were entrenched features 
, . 6 

whlch presented not Il few problems in, monast1c administration. 
. . 

There la ample evidence to lllustrate that the 

separation of the abbot from the cOalm:mlty and the i~, 
subsequent decllne ln the cornmqn life were features of 

Buryls htstory and that the trend probably became more 
(' 

.pronounced in the fourteenth century. The maintenance of 

a separate household and resldence wlthln the abbey 
/Ô 

preclncts for the abbots ofuBury was already estab~1Shed 

by the, Ume of Abbot Hug~; (1157-1H3'O). and 3"oce11n de .. , , 

Brakelond fully desorlbes Abbot Samson's ad~lnIstratlon 

of hls own household and the abbotls frequent absences. 
~ . , -

The comment by J ocel~ri ,tJlat' Abbot ~a~son waS often '\ 

happler away from the convent when he waS living on his 
7 

own estat'es rev~als one of the trends ln monastlc leadershIp 
" 

/' 

in the Ml~dle Ages. The absence lf the abbot may, at 

times. have been necessary in vie or
f 

the pub11c reBponslbl1~tles 
; 1 , .... " 

\ 
\ , and the necesslty for admlnlstering the abbot's own 

<.' 
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resburces. ,but It could no,t fail to result in a. situatIon 
\ 

far different from the one des.1-red by the order' s . , 

founder,. 
\, 

~ ,... By the end of the thlr~enth century 1 t i5'" A.vIdent 

~hat the abbot's household a 'Bury had grown steadlly. , 

A late th1rteenth century document,dêtafling the weekly 
. 

expendlture~ of the convent showS that the abbot wes : 

supportlng a number of servants ln add1tIon to hls cler1cal 
, 

staff employed to ald hlm ln lltlgatlon an~ other 
8 temporal business. The separate household of the 

abbot waS but on\ symptom of the growlng ,'Separa~lon of 

th€> abbot and coomun1 ty. The tendcncy fqr many a,bbots to 

spend tl:ne away from the abbey and Insteadrt.o reslde on 

their own estates for perlods of tlme 18 also indicative 

of thls separation. Abbot Thomas of Tot'lngton (1]02-1J1J) 

was forced to lIve on hls var10us manors soon after his 

electlon ln an effort to reduce the expenses of his 
9 ~. 

household. and both Abbot Richard de Draughton and 

William de Bernham were frequently absent from the abbey 
-

for thls reason. Although the kidnapping of the unfortunati-- --

Richard de Draughton ln 1)28 after the ,d1stu~nce between 

the abbey and the town the year before could h~lY have 

been foreseel., h1s absence from the abbey fO: 4 a period 
l v 

of eight months obv10usly Impaired successful administration 

and su~ervIs1on. As David Knowles has pointed out. the 

profusion of public business consequent upon the abbotts 

position and the necessity for adminlsterlng a separate 

.' , 
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~ 
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~ 
tlold plAced the a bbots of a monaS y such as Bury 

1 pOSl tion where continuous and care'ful 1 qershlp as ~ 

iglnally lnte~ded by St. Benedict was dlfflC~~O 
"Few. under auch condi tions, can have rernalned 

"true splr1 t~l t'a thers _of thelr monks .. " 1? 

A parallel development to absenteelsm and separation 
. 

of the abbot from the com~unlty was the tendency fq~ 

the abbots of B~nedictlne monasterles to b~com~ lncreas1ngly 

independent in exercls lrip; the lr authorl ty wi th in the abbey. 

It ls qul te !rue that the Rule provlded for the chapter" 

or ln sorne casf"S the sen1Q.r l?Ars of the mon~. to Flet as 

a consultative body wh~n declsions affecting the admlnistra

tion of the abbey had to be made. B~t the movement 

towards the "de"Docra tlza ti on" of Ben~d 1 ct1ne houses whlch 

had ga1ned stren~th dUl;!ln.a; the late twel fth and thlrteenth 

centur1es had largely flnlshed by the ti::ne of the 

Benedictine Constitutions of 1336. 11 In general, we find 

that the conventual checks cxerclsed by lndividual 

chantera l'rere not entirely success fuI in ~lmi ting ei tl1,er 
-

autocratie tende,ncles or preventlnQ; 'mismanagement on the 
l ' 

pa,rt of the abbot. It was more charactet-istlc in the 

perlod of the thl rteen th and fourtecnth 'èenturies to l 
f1ner an abbot beln~ guided by h1s 

of hls lawyers and a few monks to 

Abbot Samson had used a "counc1l" 

own councll made up f 
.' l ,1 12 

ald hlm iri hiS'·'~~isidns. 
/ j 

consts tlng of~nlghts t 
and clerks to oversee temporal matters lnstead of ( 
consulting wlth the chapter for aIl decls10ns 1 more 

( . 

, " 
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oft~n he declded matters affecting temporal administration 

Qy .hlm~elf. not, however. w1 thou,t causlng zome adverse 

cri ti clsm by hls monks. 1 J In 1232 Pone GreRory IX 

attempted to re~ulate the monastlc handllng of temporal 
\ 

affaira. The sta tutes d:pawn up ln 12)4 by the papal 

visi tors empowered to put 1nto effe ct Pope Gregory' s 

decrees at Bury' St. Edmunds provl~ed for a small number 

.. -'" of monks chosen by the abbot to act as a council on 

manor1al admlnlstI,:atlon and left only those matters 

whlch concerned "the salvatlon of souls or the great 

14-ut111 ty of the church". ln the hands of, the chapter. '---
\.-

Althou",h. evidence io l~n the exact composition 

of the abbot 1 s councll ln the ~ourteenth century. the 
~ 

baSic system was still maintained. agre,~ment between 

the' Duke of Lancas ter 1 s councll anà. the c cl1 of 

Abbot John d'e, 'Brlnkeley regardlng the court-let' ,of 
, , . 15 
Cowl1ng in Suffolk ls recorded for 1369; presumably 

th~ Ilbbpt'a 'staff of clerks and perhaps a fel( m(!)nka 

'lfere enp;aged- fn 'the .negotiations. 

. In some respects. the substitution of a council 

.' , eomposed of lawyers and a few monks was a reallstic and 

sensible way of administering the abbey's business. for 
.-

1 t would certalnly '1ave been a cumb~rsome process to 

put aIl technical and temporal matters of adminIstration 

. before the entire chapter meetings. But thls effor-t to 
, 

(e ,r increase. eff! ciency and re~ove- temporal affaIra from the 

intrusion into re~lgIous life undoubtedly resulted in 

\ 
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lso~ating what mlp;ht bé 1mportant decls-lons affectlng 

the.. ",hole abbey from the considerat1on of the ruonks. 

In short, there weB li ttle recoursë to be had by the 

. monks ln the face of too authorl tarlan an abbot and 

Il ttle ground for complalnt if an' abbot acted independently. 

As R.H. Snape has 111ustratedl 

The only way ln whlch the monastery could thwart 
an abbot who 11!nored the Chanter, or took 
possession of the common seal, or refused to 
p;ive account of hl~ administratlon, ",as by an 
appeal to the blshop or th.e visi tor of the 
Order. 16 

The v1rtually autonomous po~i tion of the abbot 

w1 thin the convent was to sorne degree mirrored by the 

trad1 tlonally ,autono~ous character of. Benedl ctine houses 

ln Enp;land. Unlike many of the other monastlc orders, 

Benedictlne monasticlsm had, untl1 1215, malnta1ned a 
o 

relatlvely loose or~aniza t10n w1 th the diocesan blshop 

carrying out v1si ta tlons, except ln the case of exempt 

abbeys who were under the direct supervision of the 

papacy. Because Bury St. Edmunds "'as an exempt abbey, 
o ~ 

and had fought lonp: and hard against the b1shops of 
\ 

Norwich to malntaln that pr1vilege, 1t lfas therefore 

necessary that the un1nterrupted and vlgorous funct10nlng 
o 

of the General (later Provlnc1al) Chapters of the Black 

Monks should be susta1ned. For 1 t ",as only through theo 

. 1 
eff'ectl ve use of the tr1ennlal vis1 tatlon sy;stem devlsed 

by the Chapters tha t external controls and checks could 

counteract any tendenc1es towards autocracy. lack of 

, , 
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supervlslon, or fallure to carry out refOrtlB ln monastlc . 
discipline and observance. Because th~ abbots of Bury 

were virtually lndependent wlthln the convent and because 

the exemptlon from vls i tatlon by the dlocesan blshop 

guaranteed a minlmum of externel Interference. the abbot 

was placed Ift'a" hlghly crlt1cal pos1t10n, and the vls1tors 

of the Order were thus the only local end regularly 
~ 

effect\~ ve ~ody whlch could deal wl th the problems 
""-.- ..... ./ 

arls1n~ from Internal or~anlzatlon, lack of conventuel 

contrQl, or abb~tl~l mlsrule. 

It Is thus apparent that the fr€'edom the abbot 

enj oyed ln the Interna l admln1Gtra tio!"} of the abbey and 

the 1ndependence the monastery Itself ma1ntalned ln 

rela.tlon to outslde supervislon demanded a man of 

varied talents to lead It. A.~. Reich has justly 

commented that 
, 

The efficient ~bbot had to be--beside~ a ploua 
contemnlatlve--e scholar of encyclopedlc knowled~e. 
an able ad~ln1strator, a dlnloœat ln dea11n~ with 
or fo~ the royal court. a theoloRlan and canon1st, 
a munlclplll offlcer, a jud~e, an ed'1cator. and a 
soclal worker. 17 , 

" 
Thls was aS true for the abbots of Bury aS for any other 

1 

\ ' 
\:, important Bened 1 ct1n_e house. but, unfortunately, thls 

) modei of efflc1enc~,- wlsdom and splr1 tuaI leade-rsh1 p l'las 

rarely to be found '.n the a'bbots of Bury' durlng the 

l, 
1 

,1 , 

1 

fourteentl1 century. Wh11e the tendency towards the __________ ~-' 
.-----------

, loosenl,ng of d1sè1pl1ne characte!lstlc of the fourteenth' 

century cannot wholly be att'rlbuted to the fallures of 

the abbots, they nevertheless bore the maln responslb111ty 
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for the continued observance of monast1c discipline and 

internaI stablI1ty of the abbey. In terms of internaI 

administration and the quaIlty of monastic life at 

Bury, we ~ay ~xamine bath the evldence far Buggestlng 

that there were periods of laxity ln monastlc disclpllne 

at Bury and also evaluate the quallty of abbatlal 
/ 

leaderShip provlded to the abb~y throughout the perlod; 
-

One fundamental concept of ~onasticlsm--that of 

stabll1tas ~--was often, durlng the fourteenth century. 

a dlfficult one to adhere to. The growth of communlties 

near abbeys and the... lnvolvement of monasteries ln 

manorial adminlstratlonftld render It difflcult for 

monks, especially the obedlentlarles, to avold aIl 
Il 

contact wlth the seculer world. Used as adminlstratars, 

involved ln malntalnlng and exerclslng rlghts over 

property and ,tenants, the abbots and monks of Bury dld 
, 

not always stay wlthln the confines of the abbey 
''----
preC1~cts. Several cases involvlpg both the abbots • 

"--" 
'---... ....... 

and a nUmber ~ monks ln the first thlrd of the fourteenth 

century Illustra te 1M.l3 point. In 1310 Abbot Thomas of 
'~ 

"'-.., 

Totlngton and Reglnald de Dam, "hle fellow monk," 

together with a number of accused of 

cutting dOW1\ and carrying away grass from e meadow of 

one John de ~ancto Phl1berto in Lackford and o~~OUndlng' 
',--

1\ 

\ 
/ 

his cattle "l'fi thout food BO that many of _ them perlshed:'---18 

S1m1~ar charges aga1nst the abbot and monks trom Buryl •• ~~ 
\were repeatedt8 numbe of tlmes durlng the abbacy of 



/ 
/ 

/ 

24 

Richard de Draughton (1313-1335). enrolled on the Patent 

Rolls are six cases between 1314 and 1330 lnvolvlng Abbot . 
Richard and h1s fellow monks ln cases of alleged assaults, 1 

'19 destruct'on of property and selzure of goods. 

Two particularly ser10us charges reveal the exten~ 

to whlch the monks, presumably under the leadership of 

Abbot R1chard, were wl111n~ to go to achleve thelr ends • 
. !'" 

In 1318 a commission of oyer'and terminer was 1ssued to 
! . ' /, 

the Earl of Hereford and three others on behalf/6n'John 

Buteturte and his wife r':atllda, who/ia,d cO~'P'laln~J that 
. /" 

Abbot Richard to~ether with el~ht mo~~and tw~lve others 

came to Tlvetshale ln Norfolk wher~/~:atl1da ~nd the 
/' 

/' 

flervants of John were then lodéed. The abbot and the mony.s 
/' 

mallclously ~alsed a hue and cry agalnst them, 
expellcd the sald ;~atl1da and the servants from 
the lnn; carried aHay the goods of the sa1d 
John, whlch were wlth her ln the Inn, and 
assaul ted the ,saia servants. 20 

Three of the elght monks speclflcally named ln the charges 
" 1 

and the abbot appear again ln a slm11ar case the next 

year ln No~folk aRalnst the seme John de Sancto Philbertp 

whose property had been ~cked.ln 1310; assault and the 

carrylng off of' goods were'agaln the charges. 21 

The second serlous c~se ln 1319 was closer to home and 

curlously erough flnds the forces of the abb~y supported 

by sorne of the tow~smen. Robert de Foxton, a klng's 

clerk wl10 liaS on royal business at the t1me, ent'ered the" 

town/ of Bury for the purpose of stopping off at ht-B house 
• 

there. But Abbot R1chard, nlne monks,. and fort y townsmen 

" - t,lit '\ 

" ) , 

( 
... ~: ( 

" . , 
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allegedly 

oalled t{op:ether by rln~lnp; the bells of the 
town of St. ~dmunds ••• plottinp; the death of the 
sald Robert de Foxton, 9Âused the ~ates of the 

'" tO'\l:n to be shut, ,he be~na; in the town, and 
assaulted hlm, so th~{ wlth dlfflculty he escaped 
from thelr hands a~d fled to the chur ch of the 
abbey, and ••• the a.obot wl th the ri oters surroundf"d 
the church and d~~alned hlm thereln, and furth~r ••• 
they broke thp. /d oors llnd ldndoHs of hls house. 
brokc the ~lass of ~he windows with stones and 
assnulted hls ~en.2 

Of the nl~e monki,ll ted in the charges, six had been 

Involved ln prevl0 s cases of aS8aalt. and one, William 

de Stowe, le~e~ acr1st of the abbey, weB to be in~olved 

both as an o~ect of the tOl'lnSmen' s hostil1 ty ln 1327 and 

ln two ~"t~ MS... one 01' whlch 1n1(olved a murder 

charge. 1 
I~atever th~ justice of the charges or the provocation _ 

leading to thls type of action, It cannqt be ar~ued that 

the spectacle of the abbot and a select group of ~onks 

rang-lnp: as far as Norfolk ln thelr attempts to secure 

property and becomlng Involved ln assaults was calculated 

t~~". galn pUbl"lc support or mainte1n the pre~~ of the 

abbey as a. r~llg1ous Inst1 tutlon. Abbot R1charà.·.d .... : 

Drau~hto!'l rnay h~ve ,bef"ln a "thêololZ:uS et oPt1mu~ cano~a,,, 
• ' 0 24 ~ 

as' the author of the "Çronlca Bu:rlens1s" calls him, but 

h1s act10ns and th~ actions of the monks under hls care 

can hardly lead one to conolude that his talents as a 

splrl tuaI father "or as an example of monastlc ~18clp11ne 

were outstand1ng. It Is therefore not surprislng to flnd 

that in 1327. Just before the outbreak of v10lence on the 
\ 
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part of the townsmen and tenants of the.abbey, thi~ty-

two of the monkq were out ln the countryslde, hfenjoylng 
25 r; 

themselves wi th thelr friends. III When the rlots broke 

out, William de Stowe, the secrlst. ane: som~ of the 

vacatlonlng monks sought refuge at St. Benet's of Hulme 
< 26 

in Norfolk. The actions of the monks who remalned et 

the abbey durlng th!" uprls1ng , ... ere hardly more pralseworthYJ 

~ they were accused of Imprlsonlng ln the close a group of 

townspeople, mainly wornen and children, who were 
\ 27 

worshlppln~ ln the abbey church. Monastlc discip11ne 

an observance were severely dl~rupted by the events of 

13 and the kidnapp1ng of Abbot Richard ln 1328 and 

bseq uent absence for elght months further hindered 

sstic life. 

The charges of monks wander~ng around the country-

aide' and laxlty of discipline in 1327-1328 are paralleled 
\ 

by far more serious ones twenty years later in a long 

drawn-out dispute between Abbot William de Bernham (1335-
28 1361) ane! Bishop I3ateman of Norwich. The inl tial cause 

of the dispute. whlch l$sted from 1345 to 1350. was the 

refusaI of Bury St. Edmunds to contrlbute to a clerical 

"" subsldy whlch had been g-ranted to Bishop Bateman by the 

pope. The aboey, was on legally safe ,.çrouryl ln 1 ts refu6a-l~' 
, 

because the papal bull grantlng the sqbsldy speclf1cally 

excepted alI exempt abbeys in the dlocese from the payrnen~. 
" " . 

btlt the blshop used thls apportunlty to attempt ta 
" 

challenge the abbey's long established freedom from 
, 
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dlocesan control. In the process of challcnglng the· 

exemption, Bishop Ba teman' s special 'commlssarles handllng 

the case leveled seri OUS charges agalns t the a bbey and 1 ta 

abbot. In a letter of 15 July. 131l-5. t.o si~ rectors of the 

dlocese, the blshop's a~ents charged the monks of Bury ... 

wl th wan~ring around the countrys ide. residing on 

several manors lnstead of at the convent. commi ttlng 

adultery. fornlcatlon. molestlng women of th~ area, and 

of s 1 mony and us ury; they furthermore accused Abbot W1llia!D 
29 

of compIlc1 ty ln thls beha:vlor. At issue,' acc0rding to 

Baternan, wes whether or not an abbey in suco a. state of 
o 

disc1pline could cont1nue to maintaln its ~xempt status. 

Abbot Wl11iRM'S resoonse to the charFes and the threatehed 

take:"ôver by the blshop wes to appeal to both the papacy ",' 

30' and the kinQ;. Desp1 te all of the b1shop's efforts 

and counteractions, the abbey, ln the end, successfully 
31 

d..efendêd 1 tself on the issue of 1 ts exempt ste. tus, - but 

the serioue charpes about the d1sc1pline do not appear 

to have been as successfully answered. 

Thls case calls for closer examinatlon than sorne 
-hl' 

wrl ters have gi ven 1 t. Thomas Arnold uses the char~es made 

to 1llustrate that the abbey' had been turned into "a den 

of cowled ruffians" under 'th~ leaders.Hp of William de 

Bernham. who "seems tQ have been the worst [choi ct:!, t)"tat 

the monks ever free~ made durlng the,whole exlstençe of 

the abbey.1132 ~Albert Goodwin ln The Abbey of St, Edmund~burY 

substant1- 11y fôllow~ thls l1ne, argulng that Abbot 



.' 

o 

" .. f .. 

, . 

" 

f' , 

.• ' 

28 

.... '1-
WIlliam was "ct~based. and hy~ocrl tl,'cal" ln h1s tolerance 

• < .... , 

of' the monks. those "un,bluS,.h1ng· blackguards [who.! dl vlded 
!1 ..' 1 ~ 

their~tlme between hl~hway roobery and the systematlc 
.- JJ 

abduct10n of ,"omen .. '", , ' Ta; 'Ile sure. we cannot 'wholly 

acc~pt the ,self-safvlng statements of the Sury chro~lcler 

when he sug~es~s that th~ charges and cr~mes>descrlb~d by 
fi • .. ... 

the blShO~'S commlssarles were ~ossiy. falSe. J4 'but 1t-la . . 

"also eV14ent"that the âbbey.s 'rormidabl~ 'and skillful 

oppone.nt 'ln th~ case was not. ~nmlndful or ,the fact th8:t" 

the chare;~s mlaht help hls c~use. 35 As for the "debased 

and hypocrltlcal lt Abbot William. he dld not live up to ' 

hls 'eari;~r promiBe~ 
, 

He was hastlly ~l~cted ln 1335 because 

the monks had feared' that the èl~on would be reserved 
. . . J6 

to the papacy; at that tlme he wes descrlb~d as a 

ït'hominem relltrlosum, gener6sum. medlocriter Ilteratum. 
, ..... • '1\ 

secu'l'arlum tam~; nep'~tlorum 19nDrum. 1I37 He c~rtalnly 

~rov~d to be a 'poor cholce to head an ibbey in a period 
~ \ 

wh~n 1 ts pr~stl.p;e ln the e'y.es of the townspeopl.e and 
1 

\ . )8 . . . 
nelghborlng·dlstrlct ~st have serlously decllned. but 

~ 

som~ blam'e' f'~r the g~ne-rftl .s.t(lte. of laxlty ln the ·perlod. 
. , .... '_ .. 

. mu~t also be attached -:-to th~ fal ... lure o'f leadership ~n th~ , .. 
part. of ~ls pregece~sor. Abbot R1chard dé-Dràughton. 

, . ~e'n 'under the' le~dershlp -~f a canable and respected 
,,~ " " , . . . . 39 
:abbot s~ch as J9hn de Brlnkel~y (1361-1379) l1fe ln a 
." " 

",medl~val monastery ,W,âS not al"ays placid. Perhaps the 

tènslorls Induced by seetng the same faces day after day 

an4 th~ petty squabble~ "lthln the communlty "ere responslble 

.' 
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for the followln~ unu~ual incident at B~ry in 1J691 

Whereas lately, as the king has l-~arnéd, a ", 
strlfe arose behTeen Brothers. 'Jdh-n de r:orton, John 
de Graf ton and William de Blunçieston, monks ç'f the 
abbey of St. Edmund, by nlght ln the1dormltory of 
the abb-ey while tUe other brcthren slept, and the ", 
saidvJohn de'Grnfton, wit.h a· !{n.lfe called a 'thwytel, t -

suddenly struck John de t~orto),1. to th~ hepl't in' . 
the presence of William but wlthout h1s consent, 
so that he strp.18'htway dled, and afterl'lards the 
fibbot and other ~onks, flndlng the dead-body ln 

'" the .dormi tory, tota.1..ly ie;norant of the deed and 
. " '- terrifled lest sC(lnd~l should come on the house, 

thlnklng the crime could be secretly concealed 
and, as 1 t werC', put 'out' of..ml nd, ln lr-;norance of 
the law, burlcd the bOdy ln the cemetery of the 
rnonks there without,view of the coroner or offlce 
of other minlst~rs requlre~ ln such a .case" and. 
after~ards, when ,the~ald abbot and convent rènrned 
the truth of the tTL!1tt~r, th"e abbot w1th the,assent of , 
the convent had the SAid John de. Graf ton and 
William tnken and put thém ln prison forte ~t dure ••• , 
as pertains to hl.:n by the rule of the orde-;r, "to 
under~o the pun{shmept for ~h~ir delict acbordln~ . 
to the sald ,T-ule, in whi'eh pris6n they~ are de.talned, 
the kln~, ln ,consideration of the lnnocence of th~ 
sald abbot' ~nd convent and Ç>f the fact that they 
have humbly sub~ltted thems~lvcs tO,the king as 
ignorant of ~he s'a,id fe lony, and wflllng to ,provi'<ie 
for their excuse ~or the Bvoldance of &candals and 
datnap:es ",hi ch 111 p'ht hqpoen to the:n and 'the' 'house, 
has pardoned th~ID his .suit fGr the sa~d death Rnd·~ 
burlal, and for thls that the prior and convent 
received the sald. John and lv,tlliam a"fter the sald 
felony. r'~oreover t cons lder'ln~ thn t the sai,d fe lQny. 
was donc ln hot conflict and not of ~allce ftforethought, 

.and that ,the s~lQ,John and 'William have lon~ sustalned 
the peine forn~ e-t cll~re' of the imprlsonment, as the 
king 18 infor~ca6 he has pgrdoned them,~h hls sult for 
the sa1d dea th'.' .'; 

The at.tempt at C9nce.allnp; the erlme reveals that the 
" ~ . 

state of dis~lpllne. and the adml~istTatlon of ~~ abbey 
.. ' 

was more thart just an '1ntern9.l matter. -for the news of'-
1 

such an event could certainly. be broadcast outslde of the 
. 

abbey by~, the numerous servants' and travelling tnonks. It 

ls evldent that the 'Oublie reput~ of the ab'bey l'las a 

.. .', ", .' 

, . 

1 

/ 
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" t "'. ,~.~.' ",.'" . 

èonsla~ratt'on ln monastlc administratlo.n. This case 

to~ether with the exemples drawn from the earl1er 

pérlod show that St. Benedlct's ideal of isolatlon and 
,.. 

Int~rnal stabl11ty was not easl1y achl~ved et Bury ln 

th~ fourteenth century. 

[> 

A flnal illustratlon of the nroblems wlthln the 

abh~y 18 .urovlded bylthe ~vents surroundln~ the electlon 

of Joh~ of Timworth and the attemnted 1ntrusion of the 
"41 

papal provisor Edmund de Bromfield ln 1379. Factionalism~ 
" 

and confllct withfn the abbey spliled over Into the 

public arena, end the result was 1ndeed ser10us for the 

abbey. In 1379 John of Timworth, the subprior, was 

electedr . .a.bbot-'by the rnethod of compromise wi th only 
42 

one 'dl,ssentlne- vote; the canonical electlon thus held, 
go 

the consent of the k1ng was sought to allow Ti~worth 

to proceed to the Curla to obtaln his confirmatlon. 

Because the licence to depart was wlthheld from Tlmworth, 

two rnonks were sent to Rome wlth the electlon documents. 

Before they hRd arrlved ther~, Pope Urban VI had by 

pro71sion already apnolnted to the abbacy Edmund Bromfield, 

a monk of Bury then ln Rome servln~ as the proctor of th~ 

Engl1sh Benedictines. B~omf1eld was ~pparèntly a h1ghly 

ambltlous and 11tigious monk. 43 one ~~om the abbey had 

been glad to be rid of. On h1s return to England to 

cla}m nis office, the situation withln the abbe~ grew 

serteus. 

Despi te the fact that thls wes a clear v1olation of 
o -
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the Statute of P~ovlsors and desplte the repeated warnlng~ 

land protests of the Klng's Council, seventeen monks 

sunport.d Bromfield and .ncou~::~hlm to com. to 'the 

abbey wh~re they assu:red hl~l1at AC would be accepted 
44 

as thelr prelate. Bromfield sent to th~ convent a 
{) 

number of papal letters deallng wi th hls appolntrnent. 
~'-' .. 

and when a party of hls support~rs emong the mon~s 

attempted to reAd the bulls ln the chnpter, the result 
" 

was turnul tuous. The prior. John de Cambrid~e,. ·who 
, ' 

supported Tirnwc)orth' selection. was alle,gedly th't'ea ten~d 

wlth knlves, and the otffer monks f~A.red'f'or t~elr I1ves. 45 
il", ~. 

, c v 
Sorne of the tnkS Of,Bromfleld'S party l.eft the·'monastery. 

went arqund the coun~ryslde ~ c0~rc~~_w~ere:~hey 
'" I_}' 

spread rumors to the peqple alle~tng that the~prlor had 
p ) 

wanted to kill th~m. A cr,pwd wns led back to the> 
.~ .... 

monastery by the d~ssident rnonks. and ln ,front of."the 

Ml~h alta~ ln the abbey ahurch. t~edpapal bulls were 
/~;> 

public1.y read~ 
rb.:i 

Bromfield wes fetched from the Carmelite , . 
house ih Ipswlch~where he had been resldin~ untJl then; 

flourlshlng hls paDnl letters and yeJllng threa~s of 

"excom~unlcatlon~ he then entered the aQbey and was 
c- ..,. 

r \ 46 \~ , 
".installed" by ohe of the monks. Tp~e ~hen fol19w~d 

a perlod when monastlè d1scipline, and observance must 

have been impose 1 ble to practl ce': Accorçllng to the 

almoner J~hn Gosford. ~Bromfleld~RNld ht~ ?WO court~ 
deposed monastlc offlc'lals wl t'h~t the consent of el ther 

the prior or the senior nnrs of the monks. excommunlcated 

• 
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two oppos1ne; monl{S, ate and dlned contrary\to a~l custom 

wi th th~ laymen of the town and w1 th a certa.in "mullere 

calefurnla." and tyrannized over the forty-two monks who'.\-
47 

had opposed hlrn. ) , 

The sl tuatfon p;rew more serio~ still when the 

townSl'llen entered the' fray. T'Wo rnonl{s of the pro'vlsor' fi \ 
, / . " " 

party aroused the lnhabitants ,Of the town by declarini /' 
/ 

their fears of retallatlon/by the Tlmworth supporters and 

by Implyins that Bromf1eld would be a far more lenient 
48 ' lord of the town. Srawllng in the churchyard between 

the two partlt"s led to a direct and final appeal 'by~ the 

monks supDortln~ Tlmworth, and the ev~ntual intervention 

of the'''l'oynl p-overmnent saved the sl tuatlon from 
49 

deterloratln~ any further. Bromfield and twelve of h1s 

~Supporters were tqken under armed escort to answer charges 

before the K~nR's Coune1l, the provlsor wes sent to 

Nottlnp"h~m Castle for the next three years, and the twelve 
" 

dissident monks were dispersed to other abbeys throu~hout 

50 
the kln,~do'TI. 

The slp-nlflcance of thls case for the history of 

the abbey lies in the ract that the internaI dlsturbances 

and d1srupt1on of disc1pline came at a tlme when diseontent 

amon~ the towns~en and the tenants wa~ growing. Among.the 

lait y of the areg,' those who supported Bromfield saw an~ 

opportunlty to outain as abbot one who would be more 

favorable ta thelr cause. It ~s therefore not surpr~slng 

that ln the summer of 1J81 ~hen the Peasants' RevoIt 

.. 

, -, 

..... _- -
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broke 

one of those 

pri'Or 1 John de Ca.mbridp;e, was 

e rioters. 51 The abbey was 

technlcally leaderless from 1379 to 

1383 when T1m~10rth was deslgnated His 

final- confirmation in '1385 brought the'disput~ to 
~~ 

èlose. but the factionalism and dlsruptlon of motl{lBti c .. ....,""----,"'" 

life had s1~nlflcantly affected the prest1ge of the abbey. 

It wàs not until the end of the century that the convent 

fully recovered lts stab111ty, and under the leadersh1p 

of Wil11aID-Cratf1eld be~an a perlod of reform whlch 

contlnued lnto the f1fteenth century. 

It can be seen from these oases that the monast1c 

life and discipline at Bury durlng the fourteenth century 
, 

underwent per10ds of 1nstab1r1ty, lax1ty and ev~n 

corrupt1on. One factor accountln~ for this was obv1ously 

e : ~he ,.quall ty of abb3. ti~l If;ad€i·sh1p. It ls d1ff1 cul t te> 

avold the conclusron that most of the abbots lacked the 

reform1ng zeal or vlgo~ous leadersh1p whlch m1ght have 

reversed tne abbey's fortunes. AlI of the abbots from 

,1302 to 1389 were selected from wlth1n the monastery and 

were not always chos~n from the ranks of the more 

admlnlstratlvely exper1enced monks. 52 An lngrown leader-

sh1p thus m17ht have bee-n one factor contrl b1.:tlng to 

thls Iack of enere:y wlth1n the convent. Wh1le a leader 

chosen from outside the abbey m1ght have exper1enced 

init1al d1ff1cult1es ln g31ning acceptance by the monks, . 

such an abbot mlp;ht have been able to 1nject a fresh 
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discipline • 
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provided a stimulus tor ref?rm in monastlC 

. !--t" addl ti ona-L problem was the Interference of the 
"1 \ " 

r _ r.r 

papacy ln abbatial appointnrents. The provision of John 

\ de Brinkeley 1'n 1361 wouid appear, to have been a good . . 

, , 

.. 
cholce,53 he had an Oxford eduo~tlon. and'as presi~ent 

of th~ Prov1Dcial Chapter of t~e 'Engllsh Benedictines 

,. from 1366 to 1375 took an active role ln the actlvltles 
, . 54 

Qf the Black ~on~s and ln natlonal politlcs. His 
___ 11 

tenur~ at Bury was not n;~'!rK~d--by any wldespread. detectable 
------

slgns of lr.s tabfll ty or laxl ty. On th;--cither hand f the - , 
papal lnterference produced by the appolnt~ent of 

~~Bromfleld hAd sev~rely unfortunqte results. and the 

le t~ of tlme tak~n to resolve the case only ~ro16nged 

an un" qble situation. 

Bath the Interntll administration of an abbey and 

the numerous pIle respons1:bll1 tles of an abbot demanded 

- " . a person of many ta:~nts to successfully meet the challenges 
." 

of the rourté~nth cent~y. The freQuent absences of the 
"- J 

'- , 

abbot. whether because of off~clal dutles such as 

attendin~ Parliament or Convocation or whether bicause 

of a consclous pollcy of resldln~ away from the abbey, . \ 

together with the l~ck of Inte~r~tion of the abbot's 

l1fe with-that of the convent was another important 

factor contri!mt1.ng to the "-e'cline of discipllne durlng .. 
, , , 

the period. As David Knowles has polnted 'out." the constant 

entan~lement w1th seculAr business and Intr.igues must have 

• 

/ 
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been a permanent influence ~appln~ what~ver was left of 

the sp1rl tuaI conception of ,an abbot' s off1 ce. ,,55 This 

was certainly true ?f the ab~ot8 of Bury. 

However, important as abbatial leadership was in 
, 

malntaInin~ the traditionsl monastic life, it i8 necessary 

to examine three other factors whieh wight ~ccount for 

periods of taxi ty ln disei pline and internaI .instabili ty. 

The first of these i8 the important quest10n of the 

effectiveness and frequency of visitation. W.A. Pantin's 
. 

extensIve work on'the functionin~ of the B~nedictine 

Chapte!s during the period shows thqt the capituler 

legislation did provide com~on guldellnes for monastic 

pr~ctice, and while maintsining the Ind~pendenee or\ 
each house, did serve to reduce their InsularIty.56 The 

en forcement of the statutes wes left to the visitors from 

(\ 

the arder, and these visitatlons were J~artlcularly 

valuable in eontroll~ng the few but very important 

monasteries exempt fro~ episeopal jurlsdictlon. ,,57 An 

evalwation of the effeetiveness of the triennlal 

visitations earried out by the delegated representatives 

of the Chapter 18, unfortunately"dlfficult to make. Few 

- 58 
compert~ survIve from the fourteenth century. and it ls . ' 

also evldent that th~re were perlods when the regular 
1 

functioning of both the Chapter ~eetlngs and vlsitation 

procedures were Int~~rupted. UntI1 1)20 the -tings of 

'the Chapter ln the Province of Canterbury wer llagued by 

apathy and po or attendance. and a number of meetlngs were 

1. 
1 

\. 
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proro~ued, thus Interruptlng any atte~pts at reform. 59 

The effects of the Black Death of 1J48-1~9 also prevented 

the no~mal sequence, and from 1}46 untll 1360 there 

were no meetlnp-s of the Provinclùl Chapter, again the - . 
pestilence of 136é:69 also interrupted the system. 60 On 

\ 

the whole, then, however effective the procedure mlght 

be for an individual visitation, lt would appear that 

cap1tular visitation was not frequent enou~h nor ~enerally 

eff1cient enou~h to answer sorne of the needs of monasticism 
61 in the fourteenth century. 

There ls no record of a capituler visitation belng 

carried out at Bury St. Edmunds until the end of the 

century. Although It is certalnly possible and probable 

that visitations were carrled out prevlously when the 

system wes in full force, lt ls not unt11 1390 that we 

have any direct evldence of its application to Bury. 
\ 

that year the prior of Norw1ch \'19.S appo1nted to visl t 

i) Bury. and in 1393 the abbot of St. Benet' s of Hulme 

appo1ntcd h1s prior and another monk to carry out h1s· 
'62 

vis1tat1on of the abbey. Despite the apparent lack 

In 

of regular visitation on the capitular level, a lack at 

~ost crucial ttmes. there wan onè insta.nce when ,the 

interference of the k1ng ~1d pro~ote sorne reform throu~h 

a sljflar.devlce. Edward III appointed the famous and 

capable Abbot Thomas de la f.;are of St. Albans t()"~carry 

( out an independent visitat10n of the monast1c houses of 

royal patronage between 1362 and 1365. Although the 

-
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V1S1::0.BUry was technl~ not a fo~mal v1s1tat1on, 

Abbot Thomas was recelved there. and accordlng to the 

St. Albans chronicler, he e~d the prior of Bury. 

Henry Klrkes~ede, to remaln ln office 'and pursue hls 
6) 

attempted reforms. 

But the relative freedom from external control 

~njoyed by th~ abbey was only one possible factor in 

the decllne of monastic discipline. A second factor of 

importance was the recrui tment and" training of the 

monks at the abbey. While direct evidence 18 somewhat 
. 

scanty on this point, it would seem that, in general, 

because the monastertes of the fourteenth century suffered 

from a lack of refor~l~~ zeal and were also competing 

wlth the frinrs, the attr~~tion of suitablp- candidates 
" 

for the monastlc 11fe was more, 11ml ted than ln prevlous 

centuries. This trend had probably begun before the 
64 "', 

fourteenth century, but a growlng\~ck of public 
" , 

confidence ln the' monasteries durlng, th'é-,fourteenth II' 

century must have had adverse effects. as ~.H. l·loorman 

explalnsl 

As lon~ as men believed that the nrayers of the 
mon~s were helnlng to save the world, and as lon~ as 
the y were sati~fied that the re~ulars were vlcariouply 
relievln~ them of thelr 9bll.o-atlons to personal 
discipline and renunciatlon, 80 lon~ wo~ld they 
supp.ort the monasteries by thelr Rifts, and men of 
high 1deals would be anxlous to attach the~selves to 
some com~unlty. But once men lost fn1th in the 
virtue of re~ular life, financial support would è5nd 
to dimln1sh and the stream of' postulants dry _up. - -

ess there were st1ll men who would be attracted 

tO.the monast1a 11fe at Bury, for posslbl11tles of both ~ 

~ 
1 

, l, 
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l' 

lntellectual attalnment and business administration 
t ~, 

existed alang with religlous devotlan as ways of 11rt.a-~ -' 

wlthln the claister. But the abbey dld show sorne decllne 
66 ln nurnbers durln~ the fourteenth century, and lt Is 

possible thet the pUblic r~putatlon of the monks as 

shbwn by thelr behavlor under Rlchard de Drau~hton. 

WIlliam d~rnham and in 1379 set little ln ~he way of 
~ . 

an example of as~êtIclsm and unworldliness which mlght 
• 67 

have attrActed the more spirjtually motlvated candldate. 
~ 

An ab?~atever hls capabl11tles, dld, after aIl, have 
<1 

to work wlth the exlstinp personnel. 

A th1rd and final factor of Sb-me importance ln 

explainlng the decllne ln the observance of the common 

life and the erosion of sorne of the earlier Ideals was 

the practiee of the panaey grantlng certaIn prlvl1eges to 
68 

abbots and individual monks. Althouvh sorne of the 

personal or spirl tuaI pr1 vileges, such as the rl,ght to 

freely choose a eonfessor or for plenary indulgence st 

the hour of death. were not in themselves objeetlon~ble, 

the practlce was symptomatle of a deeper problem, 

••• the fault, where It exlsted, lay ln the manner 
ln whlch they were soIlc1ted, for in many cases 
they would seem to have been ~lven ln answer to 
the unsanctloned initiative of the in~lvldual Lœon~, 
Implem0nted by hI~ own private funds. b9 . 

- 70 
The abbots of Bury frequently recelved such grants, ,as 

d1d a number of monk~ ln the latter part of the fourteenth 

century. The pr1or, Edmund de Brund1ssh. rece1ved an 

indult from Cle~ent VI ln lJ45 allow1ng him to choose hls 

, 
( , 

/ 
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\ 

own confessor a.t the hour of dea. th. anp, in 1397 and 11~O J 
, 

two other monks rccelved thls privllege from Pope Boniface 

IX. 71 But more sêrious, in vlew of the common life, were -,. 
~ 

papal prlvllcges whlch exer:mted rnonks from certain canonical 

rules 1 an appolntment as a papa.l chaplaln, for instance. 

freed a monk from the re~u~~r observance of monastlc life. 
~ .. 

~, Boniface IXls pontlflcate saw an lncrease ln the nurnber of 

'",- such grants, 72 and Include~ ln a long list of other names 

in 399 appears tha.t of John Haywode, a monk of Bury, 

recel InE" a pa.pal chaplalncy " ... rl th prt vilep-es." 73 

An 'ther practlce whlch Incre~~cd towsrds the end 

of the .i';urteenth century was for a monk to pet! tion for 

the rtp.ht"to a'beneflce, wlth or wlthout cure of souls. 
f" 

" 

Such an appolntœent was p;enerally contrary to th,e true 

monastlc vocation and rernoved those who personally served ... 
as resldentlal vicars or rectors fro~ the regular monastlc 

observance. Only rarely did monks actually dircctly enter 

into parlsh l1fe ln thls fashlon,74 but there are two 

such instances Involvlng Bury monks in the fourteenth 

century. In 1367 the Archblshop of Canterbury appointed 

Edmund de Bokln~ham, a monk of Bury who had been servlng 

as a rector: to the deanery of Bocklng under the Immediate 

Jusrlsdlct1Jn of the Archblshopa?5 and late~ ln the century 

another monk, Walter of Totln~ton, served as the parson of 

Elyngham ln the dl~cese of Norwlch. 76 While there are not , 
" 

a lar~e number df such papal prlvileges applled to Bury, 
" 

the practlce qan be vlewed as one whlch did, to some degree, 
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influence the regular observance and oould subvert the 

authori~y of the abbot at many Benedictine houses in 

the later Middle Aees. ~7 

The precedlng examples of ~ br~~kdown in m9nastic 

discipline and the problems of internaI administration at 

the abbey should not be taken as a complete picture of 

the monastic life at Bury St. Edmunds in the fourteeri~h 

century. Surely the problems and scandaIs would Invite 

more comment frorn-chronlclers and public oPflcials than 

the more usual and c01~onplace actlvltles wlthln the. 

abbey. The rnonks of Bury ànd~~heir abbot were, after aIl, 
o 

Involved in the day to day admln~stratlon of thelr offlcial , . 
'" 

. duties and in the_ rep-ular practi ces of the. tlrnes. ~he 

obedientlarles amon~ the monks contlnued to exerclse 

thelr offlcest~and althou~h we have no fourteenth century 

Jocelin of Brakelond to vlvldly 11lustrate ,Il ~f thelr 

observances, quarr~ls and actlvlties, we may presume that 

many practlces re~lned unchanged and that'the daily life 

wlthln the convent reflected a certain amount of contlnulty 

with the pasto The division between the claustrales and , . , 
the obedlentiaries may have, as was true in the late 

. 
twelfth and.thirteenth centuries, prdàueed tensions' and 

factions wlthin the abbey whlch Int€~fered wlth the normal 

monastic life. There ls sorne evldence to suggest that there 

was both an element of conservatlsm among Sorne monks at 

the abbey and also an active and contlnulng Interest ih 

, writlng and education during the foutteenth century. These 

. , , 
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trends, as weIl as the e~idence relat1ng to the perlods . 
of di~'nlshed monast1c zeal. need to be ~c~ns1déred ln 

formulat1~g'a general plcture of the qual1ty of monastlc 
\t 

life at the abbey. ..... . 

It ha:s ,already been noted tha t ln the 1360' s, dur1ng 

the rule of Abbot John de Brlnk~ley, the'pr1or, Henry 

K1rkstede, promoted some reform and was encouraged in 
. -- . 78 . 

his 'efforts by the abbot of St~ Albans.. In addl tion to 

thls, W.A. Pantin has polnted to the existence of ~ Bury 

boo~ 11lustrating a conservatlve reactlon to certain new 

monastlc practices in the latter part of the fourteenth " 
'~ 

century.79 A compilation contalning treatlses on monastic 

hlsto~y and comments on the le~islatlon of the General 

Chaptérs of thé th1~teenth century produced by a Bury 
~ ~ 

monk c. 1377 shoHS that one monk at least was opposed to 

cert~ln new mo~~stlc observances such as meat-eating and 

shortened offices. Even et thls late date, the 11beralized 
.. 

'reforms introduced by the Benedictine Çonstltutlons of 

1))6 were not universally weIl recelved. The monk's 
l 

statements ree-ard!ng the growln,g laxlty of the thirteenth 

and fOtlrteenth ceDturles may not have been typlcai by 

any me ans of the .reactlon Qf the entire monastery, but 

there is ad1itional evldence that the abbey wes also engaged 
. 

in the production of a"number of tréatlses' and tl"acts on 

monastlc hiFltory ~n a'ri effort to defepd monastlc values. 
, 

an effort which wes 1:ncreas lrrgly undertaken a t a. number of 
80 

other B-enedictlne abbeys in the four~eentt:t .centUry. The 

, , 
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" " 1 86 
l'nstrucl thei.r fellqw.. members ~nd nov.1 ces . ln theology. 1 

<-, ' 
'. ' , ,,. 

. Durln~ th~ latter part of the fourteenth c~tury,. , . ,. 
rnqnks. f:r9m,B}l:rY'studl~d at bo.th Oxford and Cà'mbrlclp;e. 

~ ~...... ~ , 

" , 

'John d'e- Brlnk#lcy was ,'nt Oxforo'·by 1350, obtainect the . ,- .. 
...... ~. v 

... .. . - .. 
d~gree of ~Bachelor of Canon and Ci vil L~w" and, lo{gS only 

, ~ 
, '" 

, Pl'evented' from his lncc·ptl.on due in 1361' be caus'e of hl'S 1. _ , 

, .. 
" - ' 

. ' 

. , 
4' 

;.. 
I~. 

.' 

, 
" 

... :~. ... 
. . 

; " 

pr("vl.s'i~~ to,' t;he A.bbaC; ~"n thàt ye~r. 87 ' Henry de ji~n.s,t~nto,~, ,.,,'-
• 9 1 #. 

take ofr~ce; had ~lso ~een at Oxford a~ound:th~ sarne 
, , , ,. 

. ','time and had 'also advan~ed:to the dCF"rec of ~nchelor ott~ 
'. .. ~ ~ 

~ Canori anèl Cl vil Lsw. 8'8 At,) cilS t one S cholar fro:n 'Bur-y , . 

wes,' sent 'to C.qmbrratie. ln the '1.360 r s;. and ehtee scholurs, . , 
" ! .: \~ 89 

at Dxford Here sUPPQrted by the ho~se lp 1)69-70. The 
" .. \ .. fi •• '" _ 

prior John Cos.t:~rd,,· \~h~' Wl'ot~' thE' ~ye-wi tnp;,s ,accounl 

ot the uprisln~ of 1381. recelved a ~ontrlbutlon frpm the 
• • " • j ... • 

ProvIncial c"h~Pter for. his dep-.r~~ .of B. D. in, 1.375-76-;90 / 
~, .' 

. ' 
an~ It 1s pQssible thAt he may have reslded in a house _ 

• .. 1 . ' 

ln the suburb of DxfoJ.'ct wh1 ch:was malnt~lned f6lntlY', . 
') , '" 

by the abbey ?f Btp:W s.t'. Ed;nunds" and l'·almesbu~y. 91 \, The 
. 

notorlous Edcund Brornf~eld had also received support from 

the abbey to,st~ld:( at Oxf~, where he ha~ Incepted in . . 
, theol?g!ln J~373. ~2 

". , .-
One monk ~rom Bury, William Barwe, 

who was leter s~cr~s.t of th~ abbey. was a "prior studentlum" 

nt Oxford l~ 1393'and_+nter'served as Chancellor.of the , . 
, . -. . 93 

u University from 14t4"until 1418. Both Gloucester 

, COllege at Oxford a~d oG6nv~l'Ïe' Hall at Cambridge ,contlnued . ' .. ,. 
to recelve stûdents from Bury in the fifteenth century, 

, , 
, 

; ',' ,~. 

.. t ~ 

.. 
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a'nd a 'numbër of' boo){s broup;ht by '-the ~onks f'rom the 
• 4 . 

abbey w~ré donatcd to these collegeo. 9 
;, 

~ , 
'C) The ~nvolvement of the monks of Bury ln tne ).n'tellectual 

activlties pt the unlveroltles and ln thelr'llterary . ___ 

, . -----------pr.o.duct10n é~lllO as llluch a reflectlon of the mc~-----: _ 
respo~De to chnnp;lne; 1n~ellectu~~10US condi tlqm; . / 
"" ~ .. 

. a~ 'thelr affalrs--hoi'lCVer s ~ndl1lous 

rit tlmes--was a reSDonsp to chan~ln~ 

~oclal ~c()nql t1ons. ~l'1d economic presRures. Tha t the q ua.11 ty 
" 

of monllstlc l'ke at Dury evldenced these bw trends 
, ~ .r .(~.... '-' 

s1multana.ously 18 but an 1ndication that the 'abDey 
"'! ·.f '.J".l 

reflccted. the general trend l':hlch lJaS so characterlstlc . . 
of the rE"[,:ular orùers ln the later l:tddle .a..j7es. The 

.... # 

êha.l+en~e3 of t~ç fourteenth century on all fronts--

• soclal, .econo1nl~I'<l.politlcal and religious--de:r.anded both 
- ~ .... • • 
in~t'ltution~ and lndivldual strenp;th and \~ls1on.1 1nstltutiona.l 

"" strenn;th t,o 'lnsure that monastlc1em served a useful purpose 
, . 

.ln the Society of t.he fourteenth century. and 1ndl v1dual 
il • 

, 
vision ?n the part of nona~t1c leaders to 1nsure the 

, 

maîntenance of'3t. Benedlct's lqeal and internaI stabllity 
. 

in the fA.c~.of a chanP-'ing wo,rld. 

The bas~:!'Jas difflcult, and 'though ,there 'Nere Signe 

of vitali t." on~ the whole.. th~ abb~s and monks of Bury, 

dtd not fully meet that challenge. ,But th1s wes as true 

'for any 

waS for 

G~ 

otrH~r great monsstery in medieva.l England as 1 t -

B~r.~ St. EdmundJ. and the man1festations of internaI 

inst~bl1itl couplcd wlth the ~lnanclal and eco~om1c problems 

\ 
\ 

\~ 
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, 
reveal the oaslc lnsecurlty and dlff10ulty of the 

lnstitution ltself. As V1vien Galbra1th sa accurately 
• 

comments, , 

••• As the priee of grea~ possessions the Bury monks 
were cumbered wlth mueh 8ervln~; eondemned 1n prsetlce 
to the ~art of l~rtha, though in theory dead to the 

o 
world.9 , il • 

/ 

• , 

An examlnatlon of tbe abbey's raIe ln thls world, partlcularly 

1~s economlc funct10n Dnd Its financ1al it;lstabl11tY,;..,I~ 

furthe; 111ustrate the nature of the prObl~ms of m;~1eva~ 
-,,-

monasticlsm, problems whlch were not eas~!l_solved, ev~n 

under the best of conditions • 

< • 

o 

t , 

-

l , 

"~ 
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Pp. 472-73. 

20 8 C.P.H. 1317-?1. pp. 179. 1 1. 

21 Ib1d • , 

22Ib1d . , 

pD. 362-6). 
. 

p. 469. 

2Jln 132) William de 5t011'e l'las nentloned alo~p- with 
the abbot ln n.n nssc;u1.t C!lse (C.J.:l. 1~~1-:::'.J.. p. )13): in 
1330 he and :·,'!llter';inch:"'eck, ~u;:;r.or of tne Pinchbec'( Rf>O"iste:r, 
'Were bot'1 l'1cquitted of a ~u.rder charF,e (C • .t'.iL l'~O-~l-j. -~' 
Pp. 472-73.) 

24 < S },. . E. , III. p. J8. 

25Ibid .• II. u. xlvii. JJ21sl •• rlr, p. 39-. 

26 rb1d ., III, 1). 39. The' letter of Abbot R1Ghard to 
the abbot of St. 5('r:.('t's thanklnc- hld for t[ü::in~ C9.re of. 
the monl\S 1s in :",S.::::., III. p. 41. T:-icre had 'alwsys ,been 
a close associa t 10:1 of the two monasteries-. 

27 '~ : 
CA l€'ni~:r o~ ;:;1('''1 Q'1d : ("'lOr"tndfl R~ 18 Fre['('r\~eri A'Y'O!'îg , 

the Arcrlt~,r('~" of <:;P ,>::.!'rO:":ltio" CT' r:~'" :":1,.,/ of' LO:-:Clon nt tnè 
Gul1dl'''\Jl. :;~ .\1'1- '\;~.L' ,\.lJ. 132.J-t .... ed. A.rt. -l'norœ.s 
(C9.IT.ibriùïe, ,1<)2r,), D. 35. , 

28 .' 
Docur.1cnts ner~ntnln.z ta the c!,lse are in. r·'.S.E. t III. 

pp. 56-72: Xp 'lr ;:oo1.'s of th~ He1.;rn of,}'fnC" Er11;,:\rd th(\ Thlrd. 
Yenr XX (F'-Y~~2I:l). ed. ana. trnn:s. ,L. <!. l ::;:e \J.oll~, S.eries. 
London, 190..;). pn. 21 U -2H;, 228-232, ar..d the edltor's 
discussion. un. xxvi-xxix; S("l-:-ct Cqs:es in thE" Court of 
Ki1)p;r~ ?e!1C~'1l'1r1Pl' '-r·~:'1.rr. III. v,r' .. ect. G.O, :"qylcs (London," 
Selden 0oclet:r, l C;(;)). pp. 1~~:-9: G.i.-t .. 13'.1.5-h 8, o. 535: 
C.P.:1. lJ'J-P.-50, ,!,. 297; C.P.FL 1350-54 , p. 100, C'll~nrl'11" . 
of T'>:~:rif':~ ':1n r'-;r> r'1~ql ;lr·;r1<-trT~; .Îp']'itif1;;;- ta Grf>qt :r!'it'l.ln 
_F.ill~·I"lfH'~llll·'1l J.,t~· -r·~'s. 'loI. III: ",.l. iy~2-1Jr,2, eù-::-
W'.H •. A1GS. (>1:. :::tl.(Londonl:î.:".S.O.', V:9(,), pp. 304-5, J88, 

, \ 

1 
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391-92. (Hereafter c1t~d as C. Pep. L.). Fr~ncls Blomefleld. 
An Essa towards a hiesl Hlsto of the Count of 
~orfolk (11 vols •• 2nd~d .. London, H!,05-10 • III, pp. 507-09 
dlscusses the case f DUp'dal~. III. p. 110 refers to the 
c~se t,houp:h he off'ers no comment on the dls,clpllne problem. 

~ 29 
Lette<r ln l'.S.E •• III,' p. (6. G.G. Coulton, Five 

Centu~ies of R~llp:lon (4 vols.; Carnbridve. 192)-50). TI:
PP. 2 9-51. tr.qnslates the letter and cites 1t es one more 
exemple tn hls catalo17ue of :nonast1c decadence. 

JOThe case was extremely compllc·.qted Rnd lrivolved 
the issue of wh~ther t.he case could be settled ln th~ 
papal èourts rather th~n the royal- courts. Abbot 'Willlam 
broup-l1t sult ~ln the K1n~'s Court in 1)46. and Blshop 
Bateman was cl ted for violation of' 1- raemunlre and assessed 
a f1ne of ,,10~OOO. bùt he was pardoned by the king and dld 
not paY. Cee Yeq,r Book Ed. III. Year XX (..Flrs t Fart). 
pp. 21.4-1~, 228-)2JJKing's Bepch, E~. III. VI, pp. 48-9r 
c.r.Et. 1}4R-50, p-.--297. ' 

, . . 

J1Countt"rqc t 10ns by the t-lshop ~180 1 nvol ved both 
apneals to the paracy and the kln~_ The flnal settlement 
16 ndted ln C.f.R. 1350-$, D. 100. 

32 ' 
~i.S.E .• ~Il. t'p. x1v,x. 

33A. Goodwln. The Abbey of St. Edmundsbury (Oxford. 
') ( ~ 1931. D. 5--

" ' 
"lI. ~, 

rM.S.E.II', III,' P. 67. This section of the chronlcle 
was probably composed a. t Bury 1 tself, not. as others have 
sUP'P;est~d, st St. BeJ1et's of·--Hulme. See Antohia Gransden, 
"'rhe 'Cronlcfl Burl ensls 1 and 1;he Abbey of 3t.:.,. Benet of 
Hulme," Bulletin of the InsU tute of HlstorieaY Research,' 
XXXV,I (,196), pp. 77-82., ';-. 

, \ 

J5BiShOP 3é.teman w~s AI skl11ed d1plomat, ln the 
servi ce of 't'oth the pon~ l'ln,; th~ klnp. A. Hamn ton Thompson. 
The En~l1sh. Clergy and thelr Oreanlzat1on ln the Later 
r·~iddle Ages (Ox-ford, 1947), p. 6. Arnold sketc~es his 
background. but he Interprets thé blshop 1 s motives in El 

dlfferent li~htl "the brave and vlgorous blshop. wno 
almed at obtAtnln~ a control over the exempt housea ,for 

. the sake of d1sci pline and e;ood morals, fer more than st 
the taxatiop of the1r proper~y_" M.S.E •• III, p. xiIi. . , 

)6 . 1 

M.S.E .• III, p. 47. 

J7 Ib1d •• Ill, p. 48., 
)8 

Further evldence of Bernham 1 s unsu1 tabill ty ls 

t . 

provld~d, by the f"act that during hie abbacy an eJ:communlcated 

, 
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rnonk of LClt1fÇl~y, a Praemonstrrl. tenslan flouse in norfolk:, 
wùs' recelved bv the aobot (;'.G.E., II-l, PP. lJo8-56). AIGo. 
in' -lj39 Abbot W1l11nln alonp;-wl th hls chl1plaln and I:1.nother 
monk l':ere accur.ed of assault (c.p.n. 1J31-hO, p. 364.) 

, ....., 

39
John de BrlnkclE"Y had bpen provlded to the abbey 

by the pope RnèÎ was r're~ ldent of the D('nedl c tlne Provincial 
--Chapter. Gee be''low, p. 31~. 

40 . c.r.n. lJ(,7-?Q, p. 186. K.L. Hood-Lep-h, Stll(H~s 
ln Chu!'ch Lifr ln ~-;'":--]n.r.d under Echl9.rd III (Car:lbrlCl~e. 19)4), 
pp. 155-56 notestl11S case. '--

"41 Sources for the ev~nts are contalned ln P.S.E., III, 
Dp. 11)-133. '-!ritten- by John GOGford, the al:Joner. Hnnu1f 
Hlp:den's i-ol;/clp::m1c0.l}, ed. J .R. Lurllby (9 vols.: :1011s [jeries, 
London, 1U~5-i;t-), VII, PD. 399-4 01 mentions the events, cs 
docs Tho'il3.'s :-:nlslnd1'l:'l in 11is Ji1~torl.q ~"'l-;U C~'·_'1.. ed. IL';'. 
Riley (2 volS.; Roll;, Series, LO!1(Jon. 10uJ-é,Ld, l, pp. 414;-18. 
~ee also .C.Cl~l!._L~/;:'-i~l. pO. 1~,7J, 17(" 209, 272, 276, 
278; .Ç..l.;L lj·~_~. pc. 29l', 317, 391. 418, ~20; C.CLR. ' 
1J01-é',:,, pp. ~53-:-~. 5.39-1;0; C.l'.]. 1],'H-R5, pp. 13-14, 218, 
300, 5c-'} , 560., 5GJ-[;~~1 c~ Ln. 1·n5-é~9. pp. lOO-lOi. 

42 . 
r·i, S . E. , III, P • 114 • 

4) Ibid., p. 115; Dugdale, III, p. 110. 
44 ' 

r·~,S.E., III, p. ll7. 
45 Ibid., p. 118. 

46Ibl~., pp. 118-19. 

47 r 

Ibid., pp. 119-<!0. 

48 
Ibid •. , p' 120. 
,1 • 

49 ' 
Ibid., pp. 121-22. 

50Ibld •• p. 124, c.r.R. 1377-Hl. 'Op. 269, 272, 276, 
418, lt 20.' ~romfic Id HIlS eventunlly re1eased and in 1385 
allowed to leave the kinrrdom. <.C:F.R. '1}Ql-8S, p. 58).) 

51H.S . E . ,- III, p •. 127. 

52
Thomâs of Totinvton (1302-12), \Hl11am de Bernham 

(1335-G1) and John Timwo"t"th (1379-89) had aIl held the off1ce 
of subprlor 1 mmedia tely before their e1ect,. ons, and R1chard 
de Drawhton (131)- 35) had been third prlor when chosen 
abbot. Thus, none of these abbots had been in the more 
1::mort'1nt off'1 ce of' sr\crlst or prior \;hlch mlp;ht have 
prqv1ded more adml nlstra tl ve experlence. 
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____ 53He l'las prov1d ed be cause Henry de Huns tanton, 
who had heen electerl by the lllonks in i3(,1, d1Nl near 

~ Av1p:non before he had recei ved confir'T'R tion, thus t.he 
pope cl9.1med the rlp-ht to make the provision. DU5dalE', 
III, p. 110. ~ 

54
A. B.' Emden, A n1a~r~phic~1 ~~~lstpr of th~ 

Un t verf31 ty of O,forcl tr) A. 1). 1 '/)~I (J vol[';.1 Gxforc.i. 
195'1-59), I, p. 2()7. l:e hall a • .:,H,chelor of Cnnon and 
Civil LaN dE.'f.--ree. On 3:rinJœley' S Rctl vi tics as 7'rcsident 
of the Irovincial Ch~ntcr and ln n~rlla~pnt sre 
DO~~lT'f"n+-[; n11l~:t-r'1tj""!,, t)v-' ~tct;1·.·~tt'>i/'; ot t~f" CC'1,('rt'll 
fp-c1 J">"("r~::~1il ~"i"','""c; of Lie' ,.- l~~n ·,lr'l~'.t.:·.('n·~r-·J 

1215-1 ll 'Q-. ('(J. '.,/';!~. 1 J.:1tl'1 t\':~~· ,-,Ln "';-;cicc:r. L"Sr'ft ;';crics, 
XLV,XLVII.LTV: 19J1-37), II, Ti. 4 (2ereaftcr citcd as 
Ch9.nt',<,Y'f')' and Vivlan GAlbralV1, "Articles lald before 
thëfarliament of 1371."- .... ,. '1.B .• ~~XXIV' (1919). pp. 5'1';1-82. 

55Knowles, ,Rel i~101l8 Order II. p. )07. 

, 56w• A. rnntln, "The Generer and l.- \'incl:ü <Chapters 
of the Enl:';l1sh Blp..c}:: l'ionks, 1215-1540," 1:.... :i.,S., 4th ser., 
X ~ 1927), pp. 2~2ff. 

57 Ibis.!. t p •. 238. 

58Ibld. , pp. 240-42. 

59 Ib1rl ., p. 211.' f'antin p;1 vcs a COlllp~ete 11st of 
meetinp-s, ibid •• pp. 249-253. 

60 Ib1d ., p. 215; Ch"lnters, III, p. 70. 

'61 While Pantin says thFl.t the lndivldual visitations 
were effective, Knowles contends that the Feneral result 
was "c<Xf:.D"lra tl-.;-e ine ffic! ency. II Fant in, IIGen(,l:'al t\nd " 
Frovincl8.l Ch3ptcrs," p. 221i Knowles, -Rel1~l0us Qrrlers ~ 
II, p. 205, -

(;2For 1390 a certiflco.te survives 1 ap:aln in 1414 -,. 
there 18 't'v'idence that the abbot of St. Eenet's visited 
the abbcy. Ch~~rs, III, pp. 2)6-37. 23B-39. 

63Ynowles. Rf"l1.rrtou~· Ordf'!rs. II t PD. 201~-05 J 
Thorms '~al,'jln,~ham. ~;·'t,tri ,,,t~·-,.\tll'" l·or.qst~rl-". 0.'1ncti 
Alb3nl, cd. ,H.T. Riley \3 yols.: llolls 0E'r .. cs, London, 
18(.7-1869), II, p. {~o6. Tt also apoears that dur1ng 
the troubles at th~ abbey in IJ?9. two ~onks ~rom Bury 
went to St. Albans to study and,learn discipline under 
the guidance of rhomFls de la gare. (Ibid., II, p. 407.) 

G4John R.H. ::oorman, C111TCh Lire in En,-.-V'tnd in 
.:,(' Th1rt~('nth Cpntur,v (Cnmbrlà,-e. lS//-(i). p. 254. 
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Fi 
65 

Ibid., p. 351. 
66 

See b~low, pp.l02-). l'.G. l':ode, Thf' _:r..(1fltlê_~O{ 
the Bl"cl{ "De9th on t\1'~ E:.v" l t;:;lLL»c"!st~rlr~ U'rlvo L~ Nt! llcn 
dlstrlbuted by tlle l)nlvf,)'slty of t..:lllcP'f,G Lït'lrlcs, 191(», 
pp. Gl-62 and 70-72 secs serlous ~fr~cts of the DIR8U~ 
of 134e-49 on both recruitment and dloclpllne, thou~h thls 
18 di ffi cult to prove f~ Bury St. Edu:undÊ. 

67 
Perhaps the decllne in oblqtes nt mcst monqnterlcs 

wes a source of furth~r !l1fflcul ties. r:en ~ho entered 
monastlc lifp nt the Iater a~es of el~htcpn or nln~tecn 
mi~ht not h~ve been sufflclcntly prenared for the ~on9stic 
life. Al thou!~h there ls Il ttlc cvldence to Indlca te the 
b.9.ckp-round. and rrcv1.ous trainln,,- of the mon'cs of :Jury, 1 t 
ls/posslhle thnt the abb~y reflectcd thls veneraI trend. 
See ;':oorm8.n, _Chur,chJJ;_f'~, pr. 2()1-G2. _ , 

Two other InL~rcstln~ c~ses ml~ht point to furth~r 
dlfflculties ln d18cinllne tlt Dnry ln the lRtter port of 
the èentury. In 1)21 a ~onk of Bury .:3.S outlmred, and ln 
1398 a Daptll licence was issucd to the monk Hlcholas 
Tirnwo~th of St. Ed~und8 to trnnsfcr to another Benedictine 
mon'lstery 1I 0 f the IH:e or r.1ore strict observance." 
C.P.R. 1377-el, p. li-5J: C. lqn. L., V, '-p. 154 • 

6eK~0l'lle8, 'lf'ltn-tOllS Or"'''!':.--, II, pp. 170-74; 
W.W. Capes, 'rh(' EL'''li~-h -":::l'r';'l~!" th..:- f'ourteentlî Rnd 
Flfteenth Cell'Slli.·~(>~; (Lonrion, l~/"';U), n. 297. 

69Knowles, Rcl1~ious Ordprs, II, p. 171. 

70 

rece1'ved 
of dcath 
portahle 
roperty 

For eXClnple, ln 13..34 Abbot ~11I1am de Bernham 
the rlr.:-ht to choosc h1s confessor st the hour 
and ln 1345 received an indult ~rantlnh hlrn a 
nI tar and the r1.' .. ht to d18Dose of his personal 
by Hill. C. l''l.p.L., III, pp. 166, H?O, IfH. 

o bid., III, p. 21011397 toWl111amExeter and 
ln-1403 to,.~ nry Feth'\'lolde. Ibid., V, pp. 50, 560. 

72Knowles, _'_ .::ious Orr'lcrs, II,, pp. 171-72. 

73c.rAn.L., V, .,P. 2 The sté:ndard fee for such 
a.n lndult was 20 grossi. Ibid. ,~28. 

74Ep;erton Beck.. "Rep:ulars and Parochlal System 
ln J'iedleval Enr:z;land, 11 Dubl in P.evl ~w, CLJ ( 1923), ~37- 38. 

75RevistruPl [amonts L'"'.nd,ru:l, ed. A.C. Woo Ca.nterbury 
and York Society, LllI, 1950), pp. 112. 11}6. 'rhls ,ht 
have been the saœe Edmund who recelvcd an annulty from e 
klng. See below. n. 77. 
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C .. H. 13r,R-92. p. 180. 

, 77 To be sure. these lnnul ts art} nrl:vl Ù's;rcs wt"l"C 

used mf\lnly as -fiscal devlèes 'bV. th~ p:lpacy, but th~y 
could have the Je ('ct of subv~r't1,n('" the a bbot t s authorl t~{: 
Se e W 111 1 a '11 E • Lu t1 t F 1 '1 '1 n c 1 A. 1 ;~ r l "'"'- ~, 1. (.' r> S () f t 11 C" l rH q ù v 
'Kl th EI'le;lnnrl 1 )~7-11 ")1-( ~:;ïwr i d; c , -:-:-~S!~ 19(';~) t pp. 1}4,?- 57 
for the all1ou~nt~; D3.1d 'or th~ 1ndults. 

In addit10n to th'e csses cltcd qbove rea-ardlnS?: 
papal prl vl1ep"es t there 18 a 180 n eurlous case of a monk 
of Bury, Ednund d~ EOken1"1' rec~lvln .. fin annul ty of tE 30 
a year from the 'kln~~ for ""cr;" 1 ces rerJdered ln admlnis tt'rlnp: 
a rnanor b~lonp"ln~ to -the lien n~lory of Tartes. In vlcw 
of canonlcrtl rulcs re.rardln.: Im!1 vidual urorerty of mon)::;. 
thls 18 Int~festln~. C.} .~. 13S()-54 • D.,,)05: C.I'.n. 13'?"}-() 1 , 

8 
,,--::--"",. 

p • 9; ~. F . Ii %, ' VII, P • 1 0 0 • " 

78Klrkste>de also ",rot~ or eauced to be wrl ttcn a 
nUTllber of bool{c for the abb~Y. Sec 1~(~lE'vq] Li h-r')T'1f'-S 
of Gr"'llt RTl t"tL1, cd. ?L q. Ker (2nll Nt.; London, 'ij"Ti) , 
p. 2J!ol-. 'fi.:. :'ho'-:,sOJ1, "'l'ht" Llbrt1.r.'1 of Bur,v ;3t. Ed11l.1nds 
Abbey ln the Llcvent,11 ar'.d 'fuelft'1 Ce"1turles ," 01'~rlllu~. 
XLVII (1972), :"n. (20-21 identifles IIBostan of Eury" as''-~ 
Henry n.rkstede. "'" 

Ker, 
79Chapters9 If pp. 22-2). 

ïcdicnÜ L~ 1:;r'1:rlt"s. p. 2J!.J. 

,~ { "'" 
!,plS 18 Bodlcy I·:S 2l}9. '-'" 

l'ives th~ date as 137-'. ~ 

eoW• A. PClntln. Jh~ En'''ll[1-J Cr.'J"I"ch in th(" F0.l:lr~epnth 
Cf"nk~ (Cq'71hri(j;e, 1(55). n<· l)::::-f off'crE' an Inr,('restlnp' 
dlscu~;sion on thls trend v:hlch \';a8 lr.r;ely i1 response to 
the ~~ndlcqnt orders: It 18 a1so lnterestln~ to note tha~ 
"Bos ton of Bury" (or :Ie nry .KI rks tede ), cO::'Dl1er of an 
extensive ·-cat~lo:;up. of'r.ot1:'J.st1c litr_l.ries, orip'ln~lly 
used a 11st of Franclscnn cO~Dosltlon out obllterated 
tr~ces of tha t orlldni Get:' r:: n. J '1.TLeos, "The Lls t of 
Llbr~rlcs lrcflxcd to the C~talo~u~ of Jo~n Eoston and 
Klndred Docu"':ents, Il ln Colle c t'1~C8 Fl''1 !'"Jcls c<"lr!'1, II t ed. 
C.L. Kln I!s'ford (i'nnchester, 1922), p. 3:~. 

81r:. n• Jar'les, "On ti"'e Abbey of S. Ed!'!lund st Bury." 
CA,""hr1d~e A.r~t"t:.')rjC'l.'n S"',::,1f>+;;r, Bvo Se-T .. XX·IIIT. (1395) 1 
Id~"1..L Il:.:oury ";1;. L,i· .... :ùnds .-':"tnuseriptE'.fl.·~J:.H.:t .• XLI (1926), 
pp. 251-2(,0, l:er (ed.), ;:~diev['.l Llbr~ries, pp. 16-22 glves 
a. 11st of Bury booe's. 

82 --Ker (ed.). 'l'erlevnl Llbr.qrie-s, pp. 231-)5 ~lves '1 
a 11st of donoro of books "l'Ihien sh-ows the i.n-terest of '-----
these two abbots. 

83see Knowles. R~lt~1nun Or~~rs, II, np. 16-28 for 
thls devcloD,:,cnt. See also .. nntin, rr.,~ :-:"'("1 tsh Ghurch. 
pp. 166ff and Hastlnp:s Ra!3hdall, ;'he ('r.i';;-'Y'slti('s O~LU'one 
ln th~ !Hddlc' Ap''"!.s, e1. 1".~1. Fowlcke and A.B. E.::lden 
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(3 vols.; Oxford, lCfJfl), 1-'IJ, Dp. 11)4--190. The Const1tutions 
of Pope Benedict XII requ1red thqt one out o~ ~very twenty 
mon1w Wa,8 to b~ c:lOsen for Etudy nt n unlvt"r,5ity, Ilnd 
th~~}'rovlnclal Ch'1ptcr ~~nde a prov1t.:lon for pen~lar.s 
to -be pa 1d to ~i1on1{s for pos t r-rurltl::\ te.' s tud:r • Se-e 
ConciliA :"l~~n,')C' ::;rlt,''':''1'")~ F"t l:t';:I'r.:~~, ~d. D. Hl1klns 
14 vols.; London, l'/J'/). Il, pp. 5Y~)-'jG. 

84 
Th~ J.'1r1'JDCr1.,..,tf" (Œ~1 ~L.!....l ~,llry St_._~rJ'~und '~, 

A.nc.L.QE:-tt_'~]"i_,_~.::r '::'JL_r_~_ lé.l'l".', ni.;to::::,icll ; Jnu~:crlpts 
C0:11'1liSf> ion. .l:'our'.::ccn tn ,le T)or c, A orend lx, fnrt VIII 
(Lon rlons:l.j'-.8.0., 1'~<)5), p. 123 (Iicreafter elted as 
Hi r: 1:. ;' é" 8_J~:' '1. ) .. 

B5nashdall, III, p. 185. 

86nashdall's pe~eral bl~s ls antl-monQstlc. See 
Pahtln, '::";~::,r:t:'_~'l1~.!.:::(::::. p. 1(,6 for a better f\ssessment 
of the 1 'îrort:1nc~ of t~li:; tre!1d ta th~ Abheys. Those 
traincd in l~w could Aiso ~crv~ the abbey in Iitiv~tion. 
thourh rrqtters of th1s klnd ho~ld usually be h3ndled 
by the 71le-mcers of the ü.bbot'f3 council._ 

87 A. B. Erldcn, f-.. l'mo'~:r:":'2.2.1c,"'J- H .... ,:-lst"r of th- UY}1~("rsl ~y 
of Oxf0rd ta,A.D. 1500 ( J vols.; uxford, 1957-59). l, p. 267. 

88 0 Ihid., II, P. 9r )5. 

89A . B• E::1d~n, A Blo:~r"P\}11cqll1":'lst~r of t}H" UnlvI"'rs1ty 
.Q.LÇ.f'""rrl~'·f'> te lS0r) (C,1"nDrid .. ~e, lS,(J). D. 112: !ilst. )~. 
'C S f; n., p. 1 i-+ • 

90 ChqnterR , III, p. 320 
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III. PROBLEMS IN THE AD~rNI$TRATION OF THE ABBEY'S 
y 

n&soURCES IN THE FOURTEEHTH CENTURY 

An examInat10n 'of the eeonoml0 and tlnane1BI 

hlstory ot Bury St. Edmunds' ln the eleventh. twelfth 

and th1rteenth centuries reveals olearly that the abbey 

could he counted among the Most we8~thy and Influent laI 

or the Benedict1ne houses of medieval Éngland. As a 

royal roundatlon. the abbey benefltted from granta o~ 

land and eoonomlc prlvl1eges trom Its earl1est hlstory. 

By 1086, aa recorded ln Demesday. the abbey possesBed 

about ro hundred manors ln Suffolk, Norfolk and ether 

count{es, ~nd Its holdIngs were valued at between [639 
1 6 

and ~655. The abbot's franchIsaI 3ur1sdletlon ln elght 

and one-hair hundreds comprls1ng nearly one-haIt or 

Suffolk enabled·the abbey to recelve certa1n revenues 
·0 

der1ved tram regallan r1ghts. H1dage, Danegeld. rlghts 

of jurlSdlotlon.\and exolu~lve rlghts over markets, 

ta1ra and tolls ln varlous lQca11tleB wlth1n the Ll~rty 
./ 

of St. Edmund were lmpor~t souroes of revenue for the 
2 

abbey. 

Our olearest 1nd1cat1on pt the extent ot 'the 

abbey's ~ldlngB and ot the adm1nistration of these 
\ 

resources comes malnly t'rom the late tweltth and the 



o 

,'1 
~ . 

/, 
thlrteenth centuries. Abbot Baldwln's (1065-1097) , ' 

"Peudal Book" and ~he' Kf\ler:1hnr Qr Abbot Snr.JsoD toge:the~ 
"r ' 

w1 th J ocelin of Brakelond' s Chr0n.! çle 1llus t'ra te the ' 

extent te wh10h the morc able abbot§ and monastlc 

C?t'f'1clals energetlcally preserved, recorded and a'ttempted 

to expand the econom10 resources of the ~~beY. J Although 

there was by no manns a constant ~uooesslon ot able 
. 4 ' 

abbots ln the twelfth and. thlrtecnth centvrIes, the 

eoonom10 trends of th1s perlnd~worked to the advantage " 
/ 

ot' the abbey, by the end ot' tne thlrtcenth century. the 

abbeyls revenues had .!ncreaped at; least three tlmes 

the valuatIon of 1086. 5 ' 

The two most Important sourees ot' Information 
~ 

for the purposes of determ1nlng the extent of the 

abbey 1 s holdIngs and types of revenues are contained 

in ,the P1nchb~ç~t ~e;If::ter. composed c. 1334 by·the 

Bury monk Walter Plnchbeck. and The Chronicle ot B'.lI7 

St. Edrnunds. 1212-1301, composed at Bury ln" the iate 
.. ..:. 6 1 

th1rteenth century, The P1nchback R~glstcr reveals 

a cortcern on ~he part of the'abbéy in the early tourtee~th 

oentur;y to oaret'u11y note al1 r1ghts due" the ab~y. It 

oontains many cop1es of papal bulls and lettera grantl'!8 

eool~slast!cal prlv1leges. oharterB from the k1ng 

regardlng l1.bertles ,,1 thln the e1ght and a halt hundreds. 

var10us ,l1stings 01' kn\ghts' -,tees. and. oopies of the 

DomesdàY entry for the abbey. But the most important 

seotion 18 a survey ot',the tenants 01' the abbey in . 

", 
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,'-

. '. 

.. ' . 

, . . ' 
" ' 

" 5(>" 

.'~Uffolk hèaded "D~ Itine:t:~ Salam~nls dèJ R.ôfft~. e~ Soc1orum 
, , 

, l ' 

su.orU!l1 Anno regnl regia EdWardl t'1111 Re,gls Henerlol 

x111j. 
7 

Inolplente xv." Although ttte hendlng states 

tillS ta be 1286-87, ln t'act thls has been da.ted as a 
, ' 8 

oopy made ln 1280 of the 1279.,Hundred Roll survey. 

',This' docuoent la 1mportant t'or two reasons. 1) It forma 
, . 

~'an 11!nportant addl tlon ta the prlnted Hundred Roll 

survey of 1279. wh1ch only lncludes 1nfo~mat1.on on 

Cambridgesh1re, Huntlngdonshlre, 9xfar4shlre and 
", 

/: 

'. 

':: .... , 
• .. ' , 

" . 

parta of Bedfordshlre and Bucklnghamshlre. 9 and 2) al though ' 

It is:ooncerned in detail o~~ wlth the free tenants or 
the abbey. 1 t 1.8 valuable for determln1ng renta" slzes 

·ot'hol~lngs and pattern~ of land ucage on the 'estâtes of • 
'the abbey ln the la~ter part of the 'th1rteenth ·oenturl. , 

. . 
The portion of, 1:;bls survey prlnted in the' P1.n,chheg,k. 

• 1 

R~glster follmfS ,ln gonerel the normal structure of 
r 6 ... 

. . , 10' . " 
the survey for @ther countles. ·The survey Is made . , 

accortllng to vllls, not manora, 'and l:1sts the lord of 

'the v1fl. the extent of tne ·de~eBne.l8nd (wlth,s l1sting 

" 

"," , 

or arable. meadQw, pasture, wood18n~ and mills). and a 
" t l ' 

desoript1on of the free holding ln the vll1.~1~clud1ng . 
., 

names of tenants, size or h~ldlngs. renta, and statlng 

or who~ the land Is held. 'Thé 'one serlous area where 

the 1279 Burvey "prlnted ln the reg1ater la Inoomplete 

la ln deallng wlth the land of the vl11eln tenants of 

the abbey. When Inforuatlon la given at aIl. lt 18 

" 

r • 

....,. . . , 

.' 

.. 

.,' 
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merely a s~mmary statement of how mucb land la held in 

vl1leinage wlth no indication of either the numbar qf 
, 

ville1n tenants or of the size of thetr Indlvidunl 

holdIngs. Kosmlnsky in Studles _in tl':.c AW'At.' QO Htr.torz 

Of Engl~ng ln tho Thtrt~oDth C~ntlltl haB outlined' soma 
b'" 1. • 

of the dIfflcultlco in deallng with the ~teriai trom 

the 1279 Hundred Roll survey, namely the faet that the 

survey wes undertll.lcen with a vIcw to aace'rtaIn1ng 
. 

tenurl~l,'not econo~lc, relat1onships, thus fail1ng 

J 

to show such cha~~g as the cocrmutation of labor serv1ces, .. 
11 ' 

leaseholds, and freemen holdIng vllieln land. Never-

thel~os, the record can provide us wlth an in1tlal 

• poInt from which to examine Bury's holdings and revanues 

, from land ln the last quarter Of the thlrteenth century. 

The aecond important source for an est1mat1on of 

the reg'ourees o"f--tne abbey ln the late th1rteenth century 
~----Is the record of the valuatlbn made for the TaxatIon 

of Pope NIcholas IV carried out ln 1291-92. The Chronlçle 

of 'Bury St. Ed~unc;1s contains a detailed listing of the 
, • 1 

aS8essment ~de on the t~foraiities and spIrltualltles 
12 ' ~ 

of the," conv~nt, but makes no ment10n of the abbot's 

~ô;tidn, the PlnchbQck Res1ster does, however, conta ln 
, . 

'tI a desor1ptlon .of the 1292 re-assess'Ilent of the abbot' s , . 
'. 1) 

revenues trom both aplr1tualltles and temporallt1es. 

There are,' however, a number of serlous d1ffloult1es 
. . 

ln the 1n~erpretatlon of the taxatlon records, one 

historlan putg al~ médieva1 taxat10n reoorda "ln the 

,. . 
~" 

" 

, 

" 
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'~ 
realm of ~"lke-belleve. " Indeed ~ they do re7c~1 a. 

. 
tendency' tOl1srdo unclervaluotlorl ~hlch scv-crely 11ml te 

" .. "" 
our ab11i ty to accurately detel~tntne. the ~al revcnue~ 
of the ~bbeJ~ Rose Grahamfa 1mportant study of the 

, 15 Taxat10n of Pope Nicholas as applled to Bury St. Edmunda 

o1early reveals th~ dlnpartty between the aORessed valuo 

and th-e income recelvod and/or the actual value of the 

" varlous holdings. She cl tes two examples frorn Bury 

to prove her polnta 1) The 1292 re-asseSDment of the 

revenues from the abbot's barony totals :1::766 138. 4d. 

yet for a seven month period ln 1279 the royal escheator's 

account sh~~ed a total of f839 7s. ,de 2) Splrltualltl~s 
and temporalltlcB of the sacrlst accordlng to the 1291 

valuation tbtallcd 1.209 18. 4~d. yet for a aiT. month 

period ln 1299 the s~crlst rolls show recelpts of 
16 

[184 146. lO~d. The reasons for the under-assessment 

are~probably to be found· in the manner ln which the 
" 

asseS,Sta<!)nt was ~led out. Instead of baIns based on 

the manorial account rolls calculated on an avernge for 

s number of years, the assessmenta were mède trom the 

extents of the manors, thus the a~se8sments ~ore accurately 

reflected the rentaI whlch wou Id have becn recelv.ed 1f 

the manor ~cre farmed out, desplte the tac~ that ln the 

thlrteenth oentury mOBt of the lands of th~ abbëy were. 
, -.1-,7 

farmed at a profit by the monastery itsel~. In additfon . . . 
f , , fi' • 

~
the mef;hod of, asse.ssment,. fh- 'ShtJ?ld ,~;I.so b~ n.~tlç~' t~.t . 

'th ~bbey pro"tested pa~B of the 1291 valuat16n 'and ,ln '. 
.. ~ ~ ~ .. 

, , . 
" . '. 

" 
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some cases succeeded ln obtalnlng ~ lower asaessment. 

In 1291 the abbot's port1on was 0~1gInally valued et 
, , 

~1000 with the tenth to be pa1d nmountlng to ~!OOJ the 
l ' 

proteflt~ of Abbot John de Northwold Eucceedcd ln obtalnl!1g , 'f 

the next year the lower valu~tlon ot 1-766 130. 4a. 18 
The 

eellarer llkewlse co~pl~1ned over hls valuation, and 

the Bury chronlcler note8~wlth satisfactIon th~t the 

temporelltl~8 of the convent were re-aBocssed by the 
19 

Bishop of W\~cheBter an1 the BIshop of Lincoln in 1292. 

Desplte",the ~lfflc111ttes presented by the n9.ture 

or the evldel'lce trom both the 1279 Hundred Roll survey 

and the taxation of '129,1/92, we can cake BOl!le genersl 

Btatements about the n~ture of the revenuec and the 

extent o~ the holdings of Bury St. Ed~unds At the end 

or the thlrteenth century. In the flrBt place, the 

amount or lr.ind from whleh the abbey recelved incorne, 

whe"ther ln the t'orm 01 rents. services or produce': 9!'8S 

extensive. ~he 1279 survey l1ste unlY the hQ~bgs or 
the abbey ln part of Su1"folk (the hundreds of Hart1smere, 

'-j, - , '.. - . 

Baberp;h, Thedwe~trey, -Thlngoe, Blackbourr'l~ and Lae.kford), 
• ,. ,.1], ~ 

but shows the abbot and convent reee1vlng ront'è from 

145 villeJ or these, the abbot 18 11sted' as the chier 

lord of J4 vll1~ end the abbot and convent or the 
, ' 0 20 

convent alone as the lord of 16 villa. The major 

portion of 'the revenues would be trom the aotual.rents, 
. 

~ervlces .and produce ot the Ir.an.orB ,in' the' vills. but ln' 

, , 

.. 
1 . 

': -' - . 
',' 

, r 

" " . .' 
\ 

• 

" 
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""addition the abbot-posse~sed a network of jealoualy 
o -guarded manorlsl and franchisal jurl~dlctlo-nfr-w1thln_ 

thls ares ~hlch contr1buted to the total revenues of the 

li 

Thë, taxat10n recorCla of 1291/92 B1mllaY'ly ll1ustrate 

, the extent of land ndmlnlstere:\l. by the abbot and 
<, 

> 

obedlentlatles ln ~urfolk. Norfolk, Essex and othar 
21 countlcs •. 

\ 

The'abbot's barony lnclud~d'revenues from 
1).. .. 

92 dlfferent vl11s~ln Surfol~.Jtotal assossed·value , , . \. \ . 
~ 604 1'7B. 2~d) f 10 villages 1n Norfolk (llsBe~Bed value 

.flO) 7s.) 1 a.nd 2 vll~§lJse8 ln the c'ount~ of Esoex (assessed 
. 22 -

value ;f 58 98. l'd.) The, llmounte ne.nged cons ldcrably, 

a~cord1ng to the ~Aluatlon. but ~ome' of the more val~abl~ 
. 

of the sboot's holdlngs ln Suffolk were from manors 1n~ ~ 
~ 

FornhFtm" All Saints (i.45). Redgrave (!4J. Js. ~d), Chevlngto~ 
1 

'1 
(4:40) and Elrr.ûwell (iJ8 175; l~d) 1 ln Nort'~k, l'ivetshalë'~-' 

(~JO 12s. 2~d) and ln Essex, Herlawe ([40 99. l!d) were 
Q 2j 

partlcularly vnluable. 

The holdings' of ~hét'bQnVent were equally ~xtens'l ve.· 

,TRe to~al a~8essrnent in 1291/92 of both temporalltics 
-

and 8p~,itu~11tles belon~lng ·to the convent amounted , 

~o il, .... OB ·ls. 7;d. ..The major ~rtlon ,ot' the aBsesBed ,., w • • 24;, z: . " 1 

revenue 'M'Sl' in the hsnda of 't ~llarer ('.292 re-assessment 

or temporalltles, f135 3d'), lftt:h lncorne 'derlved from 

J4 places' in Suffolk, 4 villagp.s ln Norfolk. and 12 Pl~eB 
ln other ooun'tlea. 25 The sacriot and the' convent's 

.) 

chamberla1u also admln18~~r~~and rece1~cd Income from 
• 1 

• 
, , 

<' 

• 

() . 

, 1 

• 
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\ 
" 

numèrous holdings in Suffolk and Norfôlk. The bncrlst's 

total 8BseSDl'nent of, tempo'ra~l tics amount~d to- ~16) la. 4~d 

fron 16 places 'in Suffolk and 18 places ln Norfolk, and 

the ch~rnberlnlnts temporal nos'ss=ent totalled ~123 4~d 
_t 26 

from "15 pia.ces ln Suffolk and 9 places in Norfolk. \ 
, ' 

Some of the more valu3ble holdings of ~he convent were 
~ "'. -

. '" tt'lc manors of, Hildenhàll (assessed va1ue. 1.99 14s. 10i'd), 
, 

the cellllrer's grange ~~ B';lry St. Edmund's (170 4s. '8d), 

i>akenham,'{4€'62 148. id)'- Roue;ham (.f 39 Js. 4~.t) a.nd the. 
27 

sacrlat's reve'flues fro;n the tOlm 'of Bury' (-l82 Sa.) . 

.Although \.le ca'nnot talte tl;lese, f1gurcE: as a totally 
(. ' . . 

, 1 

'accurate p~cture of' the aètual lncone recelved on a 
. , 

'\ 'J 

- ~arly basia, It ls perhaps possIble to mgke a ~ough 

estIc~te'of the rev~nues of the abbey at the end of the o . , 

thlrteenth century. The total assesaed value of both 
• l 

splritualltles end temporalltlcs for the abbot and convent 
, '" 28' 
ln 1292 amounted to J.2 ~ 174 14s. 1~. Allowlng for the 

'tact that the assessment representB an undervaluatlon and 

that ,1 t OIai ta, Eome places for both the abbot. and the 

oonvent, 1 t would prorobly he ~cceptable to estlmate the 

abbot'a revenues at so~ewhere between i766 and ~900 per 

yea~ and those of the convent at som~where b~tween ~1400 

These flgure~ are at hest only 
" , ' . 

rough guidellnes for dete~mlning the ~ealth of the abbey. 

In worklng from prlnted soUrces pertalnlng to the a9bey 
\ 

we, fiave no other comparable survey whIc~ mlght reveal 

~, -

'{ 
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" 

f'Urther dlocrepanc.les ln the valuat1 Ol"l , al thOllgh n 

charter of division of the abbot's and convent's goods 
29 -

drawn up in 1281 and a late thlrte~nth century document 

- -' showlnp: the expensen of the abbey30 offer, Borne po1nts o'f" 

, compllrlson~ As"' R.H. Snape !:tas polnted out ln El'1g11f>h 
, 

, Monq'stl«Pfn'1nc~s tn th~ Lt\tcr f"'tdd.1o' Agee. there' are . 

, ., 

nurnerous d1fflcul tl'cs ln atteoptlng to arrlvè 'st est1mates 
. . 

'of .the weaJ,th of the Eng11sh abbeys ln thû later }addle 
31" ~ . 

Ages." We' p~sser,~ no rourtoenth ce~ury vqlor Rccleê 1ni>tl cus 
~ ~ ... ~ 

whlch' rnlg~t cna~le, ~B to ~ake conparl~ons. ,nor ln many 

cases ''do we pOES~SS a contlnuous and complete serles of 

reoords WIth.-sin~eIC.cnts of a.ct~l 1ncome. lUth the 
, . 

-
exc~pt1~n pf some. sacr~st rolls from the f~urteenth 

century ànd n flfto~ntH century taxation roll, such 18 
32 

the case for Bury St. Edrnunds4lf ' Wl-..at lfe can conclude 
/ .' 

o , 

w1 th certa'1nt:Y' ls tha t the hold1ngs of the abbey et the 

end ot the thirteenth century were extensive, that the 

revenues lfere drawn from a wlde varlet y of sources, and 

that the administratIon of these resourceB de~nded 

effiolent management in the fac~ of the economlc and 
so01al changes of the later,Mlddle Ages. 

- -~~~tfey of Bury St. Edmunds. 1Ike many of the 

wealthler j'),enedlctlne abbey8. JJ drew Its r(svenues from 

s wlde varl~ty of Bources. ~~nor1al rlghts and product19n 

provided the mjor po~t~on of t·he Income. but there 

were other equa41y icportant flnanclal interesta held 

by both the abbot and the-obedlentlarles, lnterests whlcq 

/ 

",' 
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. 
became 111creea1ngly 1l!lportant and 1ncreaslngly ~ore 

~lfficult"to defcnd ln the fourtconth century. One allch 

important source of revenue for- the abbot arose from his 
. . 

poSsesfJlo~ of franchlpai jurlod1::.t1on wi 'tr.1n the e1ght and 

a half hundreds ln western Suffol]c. From pre-Conquest 

times, the abbots of Bury hcld certain rega11an rlghts 

\ wlthln th~ Llb~rty of St. Ednundr hldage. foddercorn, 

and lfardpenny uere ducs levelcd on aIl socâge tenants of 

the abbot.. In' addt~lon/the ~bbot obtD.lned the rlc;ht to 

,levy for hie own use the Danegeld wlth1.n the Liberty. By 

royal rl~hf the abbots also recelved the prof1ts ot the 

hundred courts wlth1.n the elght and a half hundreds. a 

portion of the sheriff'fJ ald went to the abbot, and a 

common n1d wan pa1d to the &bbot by aIl his tenants, serv1le 

and free. J4 W1thln the LIberty, the abbot, through h1s 

stot-lard, exer,clGcd a network of court jur1sd1ctlon whlch 

brought h1m proflts from fl~es and amerctments. That thls 
":t 

lfas a partlculnr~y valaable right whlch wes eagcrly defended 

as late aB the fourteenth century ls proved by the number 

of patent and close letters lsslled to the abbot by the 

k1ng prom1s1ng no d1m1nution of. t~ese rights held "trom 

tlme out of mlnd." and by the minute recordlng of such 
- 35 

11bertles conta1ned ln the P1pchbeck Re~lnter. As 

Bertha Putnam has suggested, "the, prof1ts of just1ce are 

the esaentlal elemont 1n the medlaeval system of law ... 36 

Th1s ~aa no less -true for the abbot's Interest in ma1ntalnlng 
c 
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• 
. -- ' î . e jurlsdictlonal rlghts agalnst aIl eros 10n than 1 t was for 

the acculer franchise holders of the lat~r Mlddle Aeee. 

The abbot a1so recelved Incorne derlved from his 

posltion as a foudal overlord. Esch~ats, wnrdshlps and 

rellef were normally exerclsed and collected accordlng 

to custbml that the abbot guarded thcse rtghts ln the 

fourteenth century la also evidenced by h1s v1g11~J.nce 

ln deallng wlth the 1nterference of the royal csch~ator 
. , 

ln cases of wardshlp and eocheats of h1s oYin tenants who 

were aloo tenanto-in-chief of, the The abbot 

a1so from "tlme out of mlnd" ho.d the ri-tSht on h10 

Installa.tlon to collcct 100 marks ln l10u of homnge from 

the men of the town. This was a payment not aIlfsys made 

wlth alncrlty, as evldenced by Abbot John Tlrnworth'D 

'sult agalnst the town In_1384 to secure the payment. 38 

In addltlo~ to the~rlght~jUrlSdlctlon wlthln 

tho Liberty of St. Edmunds and the feuda.1 rlghts held \ 

by the abbot. there were several important rlghts held 
o 

by the abbey wlthln the town ~f Bury St: Edmu~ds. righto 

which were not only vlgorouslt enforced against the towns-

men but also energet1cally upheld against the ag!nts of 
39 

the crown; The most Important one from the point of 

view of malntalnlng control over the to,wn .and for finanolal 

reasonG wae the exclusIve right of the abbot ta hear aIl 

crown pleas (except 
. . 

to the profIts ~rom 

-
t~oBe touching 
. 1" 40 
the ~urtB. 

the kl~S pe-rson)' and 

Varlous royal grants 

aiso Insured other flnanclal rewards for the monaBter~. 

rl 



Edward l ln 1285 granted ta the abbey the rlghts ta the 

profits arising fro~ the asolze of welghts and measures 

held in the tOlm. In 1296 thlB rlght \'lao renew.ed, and 

the eOl'went a1so secured the' rlghts ta the prof1 ta from 
41 

the asslze of bread and ale. I~ 1304 Edward l sloo 

>_ ~llowed murage and p~Vâ~e dues ta be levled by the ab~y 

on p;oods ont~rln.g the townr thls rl~ht WlJ.S renewe 
42 '1330 for a perlod of Goven years. 

the' royal actlo~ in favor of the abb~y waS 

at a perlod. \>Then th~re were serlouG flnl'lnc al dift'leultlcs 

et the abb~y. 

The ImporQant rlehts held by the ab~at and convent 

over the town of Bury St. Edmunds were not only syœbols 

of prestIge and used'as a meanS of llmltlng the polltlcal 

aspirations of the tOH'nsmen, 'tiut they also made up El 

valuable part of the total resources of the abbèY. Durlng 

the late thirteent~ and the fourteenth centuries, the 

po11eles of the abbots of Bury and of the two most 

lmpor~nnt obedientlnrles holding lnterests ln the to~~, 

the cellarer~and th~ sacr1st, were, on the whole, represslve 
6} 

and exactlng, as 111ustr~teà by the attempts made ln 1304-05. 

1327 and 1381 by the townsmen to enlarge thelr own 
~ 4) 

pQ,11 tlcs! a:1Il ecpno'JlIc "rlghts. Fro:n the point ot "'flew 

of the abbey. these polleles were neeessary'ln order to 

malnts!n 10ng'e~tabl18hed prlvl1eges whlch were flnanc!ally 

reward!ng, ~ut whlch ne~ded to be securely upheld ln 

the face of the ~conomic problems and "mount!ng expen4ltures 
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ln the ~ourteenth century. 
-<' 

The e~tens1ve holdln~8'and varlcd resources of the 

abbey,. not only in the town but also throu~hout Suffol k 

and Norfolk, de:nnnded more than adequ.'l.te lE'adershlp on 

the part of the abbot and the obedlentlarles responslble 

~or thelr admlnlotrat10n. Unfortunately, most o~ the 

evldence of the flnnnclal eond1tion of the abbey 1n the 

fourteenth century points to an absenC"''E! of sound leadershlp, 

development of long-range polleles deslgned to cope ,~1 th 

a eh':ll1g1ng econornlc and social s ltua~lon, or skl1lful 

management of recelpts and expendl tures. So~e of the 

underlylng causes for the unotnble fln9.nclal sltt.l.atlon 

of the abbey may be fo~nd ln an nnalY.3l3 of the economlc 

and ,soc1al trends on the estates of the abbe~r. secondly 

by an examlnatlon of the types of expendltures and, 

obligations .whlch burdened the nbbey throughout the ' 

fourteenth ccntury. and flnally by an examlnatlon of the 

lnternal organlzatlon employed to admlnistt\ the abbayes 
• 1 ~ 

resources. 

Any examlnat10n of the economle and social trends 
( 

on the estates of the abbey of Bury St. Edmunds 1s 

severely I1m1ted by the lack of prlnted source mater1a1 

pertalnlng tO,the ~ourteenth c~ntury. Many 1mportant 

quest10ns regard1ng the pattern of estatc management, 

r 

) 
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',-

u~lzatlon of land, movement of rents ~nd trends among 

both the free and villein tenants of th~'.abbey w1ll, 
~ 

unfortun~tely, have to be 10ft unanswered. The nrgumento 

and conclucic'13 presented belolf' must be rego.rded st th1D 

polnt nD be1np speculnti~e and only indicative of the 

. degree to wh1ch the ~rends on the cstates of the abbcy 

conferl'ned te the gcnL'ral po.ttern-: of econo:nlc and soolal 

chan~c3 ln En~land ln the loter ~lddle Ages. 

Generally speaklnf\. the estates of the abbcy weTC 

-manap:ed ln the t:tPl cally conserva tl ve- fe.shlo., chara.cterlstj 0 

44 
of ~BenNn_ctlne lanJ.lords. We may examine economlc a.nd 

ci 

BQcial develo~~ents on the estntes of the aoccy from two 

polnts of' vieu: 1) from the stnndr-otnt of the 9.bbey /0 a 

landlord, wl th the aim of dc:;ter~ln~ l'low CM.4nges ln the 

aval1abl11ty and utillze.tlon of lond tOB~ther wlth 

demogrnphl c c}vln::::('s. nffected the a bbey' 0 reG ouroes and 

policles, and 2) from the standpolnt of the vl11agers, wlth 

the 'a1e of deter~lnlng how the sool~l and economlc 

sltuat1on3 fac~d by the frec and vll1e1n tenants affeoted 

thelr rClnt1on8hlp to the abbey ln~~ late thlrteenth and 

fourteenth centurIes. 

A. The Abbey as'Landlord 

1flnd un~e:e a'C the (\n1 ()f the thlrteen~h 
ce!'"1tnry '1 

The getteral pa ~ern of "land hunger Jt of the thlrteenth 

century caus~d partlally by an expanding population and' 
~ ~ 

charactcrlzed by rls1ng land priees. a h1gh proport1on or 
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land under plough for gra1n production, and a tendency, 

towards the direct exploitation of the dcmesne.45 ls 
. 

evldent on the estatc~ of the abbey ln the latter part 

of the th1rteenth cent,ury. 

Although evldencc ls lacklng for an o.cC\~n.te 

asse~sment of the rls1n~ l~nd priees on the estates of the 

abbey. there ls ~v1dence of the cxtent to whlch the cstates \ 

of the 6.bbcy 'if~'r~ glven ovcr to the productlon of gra.in 
" .. 

nt the expense ef sheep farmlnf, or ca ttlc ~r,nz l,ng. 

Enun.nles can be ta.kcn from tht! 1279 'curvey contR.ined ln-
~ ~ ~ . ... 

the Pti'chre~}":: ~0.E,:tst('r. 'In the f1fty villages where the 
" 

abbot and/ ~~ the co;cnt 18 llsted aS_
r 
thf chief lord. ~he 

sta.tlstlcs show that on the demcsne land of the abbcy 
• 

85% of the land 1a 11sted ar: Dr-!l bIc, end' ~hUS presumahly '.' 
, 

under plough, whlle 10.% of the total comprlsed lfoodland 1 

mendow and pasture to~ether amounted to on1y 5% of the 

t~al'~ Land held in villelr.!lE.c ~eveals an even more 

strlk1ng pa.ttern of utl11z'lltlanl ' 98% of the land 15 

rererred ta ns e1ther A.~able~ or slmply à-eslgnatf(d "terra. 1I 

w1th the remalnlng 2% conclstlng of meadoMs. pasture and 

woodland. Land held in free tenure reveals a slml1ar 
. 

pattern. wlth over 90% of toe land 11sted as arable. 

(See Appen11x II )~ 

other evldence whlch reflects the scarcity of 

pasture land can be 11.1ustrated by the value of arable 
, -

l4n~ relatIve to the value of rr.eadow and p~sture. In 
ri 

general, the leycls for England in the thlrteenth 

-1 
j 

,l, 
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century show that arable land wari, valued nt anywhere 

from 2d to 6d p.er acre and that mea.dow-land was valucd 
47 

consldcrably hI~her et retee from 2s. to 4a. pe~ acre. 

Manorlal extepts from twelve menorD·on the estates of the 

abbey c. 1300 show th.o.t reNta for arable land let out 

. fron the de~esne avernged 4d to 6d per acre, whlle 18d 
.. 48 

wes the avera~o v~)ue acslgncd to meadow lànd. Althou~h 

the arec. of ~Uffoi'k wns suftnble for sheep farming, ln 

Bl~ckbourne hundre~ (a hundred wlthln'the Liberty and one . ' 
'" where thc' abèey had nu..'llerOUS estates) the total an1~1 

POPul~tlon ln 128) was conc1derably lot!cr than one 

mlght e:x:pec~ f~ ~ '~~glon cnpn.ble of sustafntng mixed 

far~lr1E.49 In eenernl. then, the estates 01' Bury had 
~ 50 

a low PQrcento.gc~or men who possessed anl~als. 

We can draw throe ooncluslor.s trom the -evidence. 

In the tirst pla~q, the ten~ency towards'uslng the land 

for corn productlen et the expehse o~ animal hu~bandry 

would suggest that therè was an expand1ng,populatlon and . ., 

therefore sufflc1cnt lRbor to work the esta tes of the 

abbey ln order to furnlsh both ~he necessary prov1sIons 

for the houce and to provlde a surplus !,hlch could t~'n 
be Bold for a cash 1ncome. Se90ndly, lt would appear that . 

1 

Î land recla~~lt1on had gonè on ln the thlrteerth century and 

that atter 1279 there was stlll·room ro~ the abbey to 

continue, st least 
~ . 

to a- smal1 extent. ·t~Et""reclalmlng of 

sorne wsatelnnd and 
51 

woodland. Thlrdly, 1t la also 

evldent thst where pasture and meadowland were aval1able. 

, / 

. , 
/ 
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, , ,.' .> • 
most ,of 1 t wns under the d1rect control: of the :àb-bey' .~"and 

, • 9.. •• .. 

'~'very 11 ttle paatur~' or lncadowland lfllS dlrec;tlY' àvàl1able" .. ~ - ~ 

, : 
• .. °06 .. , J.. '" 

to the tenants. Bf:pec1nlly vl11e1n tenllnts. 'This, ~01.l1.p , '" 

be " source 'of t~1tat1on 
econoro1c factors resultcd 

. . ~ "r. \ . ~.. ~J.... .. .. ~ ~ .. 
" '" r ... 1 t • -" ~ " 

if ch9t',,;lng çlemo€'rllph1~ b:nd .: " " , 
t 0"1 # ~ ••• ... ' ' 1; .. . 
, .. ..,...,/,... . ... 

ln any ~arp;o' ~.c.ale" '0hQ\ng.ç~ov:~ . .. ' ..' ~.' 

" ~4.. • ..,'" 1 {~. ' '\"" ' .;J .. • ,. ~ .. "" 

on the part ot the abbey or on ~ tRe 'pC.Tt . • of .the ~ten!lnt9 ... 

" t 
" 

'" 
~ 

Q' , .. ' . , 
trom' corn pl'oèuctjr,n to Bhe~p forml~;''''I~~~;/: 

,. :' ~ t • ~'r , . 
J 

.. ~ ~.' 

.. _ ~ 11 ..... 

• t. ,""" _ , ..,/J 

P.v10rl~r'r ('If "'~·7""""·'·~lj3,P:':"'1:,·~t~f):î·n.I'd:'.::·" "', .. ~.' ----- '-- --... - -- ,-- ~ --- \ P_~------'" ----- ..... ""r- J ... 

J '. _~ . , 
.' . , , 

. 

di r "'" 1· ," ("'). ...... "): (' ... r ~... f .. 1. 1 ... l'- r~"~ * •• ~ f' 

at't>'::-;;~·-;'7, ·_'~_:"'~--/~;:-:::'-'-~1-;---;.';;";~;: . ',1' 'f~' " :. a •• 
.-..,.;; _____ '~~ - .. J '. ~ .. '-.Î • .. ~~.\, .1_." ",,;.... ..::, J "" i * .... 

.. ' ... 1 ~ ~ ~ .. ': , .. ",', -,' ~ • ..' ' • ~ , '\ 

". ~ 
* 

We "do, have ,ev1dence to' conc;tWie 't{la,t'"t'he pOP'1;llatt1"om," ~, , ~ 
.. ~ '"'' )" "". • ?'" 

exp9.nc1~n charactcr1st10 of \~è th'1~;~~~th ,"o.erjt~ry )(~'s:-:-- ... :', .. 
,.' .. 1 fi) 'b' ;J .~: • 

~ ..' .. ~ ;"":;,r t, ~ • .. ' .. "" , 

rerlectcd, on the cs tates o'f :tne -aq"bèy. ,.:T.h'e";r&~lJ .. lnr ", ,(~; ,:', " 
- t.. 6> ~ ... '" -", .,.....' • < .. ... ~ 

t' , .. '---.,' ~ 1'* f" - -'" 

81~s of 'population expn-nsfon-':'li1nd l1tn~~er~·· 1nc.rea~fis ':; . 
• ~}~~-'.,.~ ."..,""'~~7 .p .......... 

.' 

reclat:.!lt1on of land, and the ',pr~llf~1-at\ori or's~lf .', ~:. .' 
landholdcrs produced by th;: s&1Xi;i;~'~;~;~'-:o~ ~~d:~g'~~~' 0',- ,,~,,*, ~ -' "~ 

, " , ~ :' .'.~' .. ~,~ ., ;,:. ; ... " , ,) , '" " ,,~,,: i 
are round on the esta tes or the';~bbe.Y ,'at.:.thEi· ~nd.,·tit tne ::- : :: .'Jo'. • J' ; 

.~.. ... ...II l " 'l, ~ .. 

. 52 1.~ " .,', '?', ~ '. '" ~ 
thlrteent~ ce nt ury • From the pô'ln1!.- q.t :vlew :.of·' 'the\ ~ ,; , '. ,' ... , . 

.. ,.-t ~ """' .. , '\.. .. 1 ~ l ., ~;. .a' ~ , e: 

abbey, th1s ~xpand1ng popul,atlon \r~~'" 'bèn'ef~ci~l, l'or 1.t ' ~ . ~ 

,'1~sured an ll!:lple aupply of labor to :~~~''''th~, d'e"I!l,es'ne ~nd .. ' 
• J" ~ ..... :~... 1 • 1 ' 

provlded aO source of Income t:rom r1s1ng rent.s 'and otherJ :.~ .. ' .... ' 
..... ~ . ... 

payments 1~v1ed on the tenants of'the abbey. ..... ,- . , '" 
a s1tuat1on. t. nbbey could rely ?pon tho produce'l. , .. 

y .. 
, -, ., 

f 

" . . ' 

• "l -

, ,_ • 1 

of the estates, unde d1rect cul~1vatlon for :the p'rov.~c;lons " 
- ... 

necesGnry to, support th lnhabltants of the mOnRst1c ' 

commun1 ty •. It could alao ch B~ betl.-oen< the 8ale of' " 

extra produc~ or're11anc~' upon r~l a for the ne~eBsary 

, . ... 
. , 

. '. 

. . 

. , 

, , 
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... . 
. 

" 

. . . 
, l' 

0' 

. ,. !"'... . , 
-.. , • i 1.. ~ .. : 

'.'ef r
",' ~? :"" o~~h 1?è.~-~~ Wh~1~.h. uns ,n.l~,~_ nce'ded. by t:~e abbe'y. III fâç~~ 

" . 

, .. 

- -. '. ',' -ail. 'of" t}>l~,Se' al~eT~a-t~~~'B -lfar~ pl'lrsl;lcq. ,by the abbey in 
... <4'" .,.. 1 1 ". .... •• 

\ , 

,' •. ' . ',~ ~ thé' thlrtf'enth ~antury ~ , 

, . 
. "'~ 

'0' >~ 

" . ' 

" 

" .~ 

• .. 

\. . ..... 

" 

, . 

.' J 

~ , , > > 

The syste1l1 0'( fboçl-farms wh'} ch PToV'l,rted the 'ne..ôescary 
.. .. • (' .. 1 

, .~ 1 \" • ". t". .. •• .. 
. . graJ.t1 (o~ts. mn.lt.. "ba.rlcy) -ta the abb€lY. on a rotat1ng 

" 

has1s wâB_a..dGlYted.:ea.r-i~ .ln the 'B.bb~y"s '-hlntt>:ry ~nd was 
:, " . ~.'.'" ". ':" .. ' •• 53 

'~rrle4. on t,he the., th1:rteenth end ~?\lr~eerit'l? ',ae~tu~l:S .• 
_. 1. 

'!!h1e enabled the con'\ent llnd ,the a'bbot" to g~ner[\lly me~t 

the necQ..a or prov13-1-on'j lié the hOU!.H? In n'd(i1 tlCll, the 
, . 

• ~ -: ... ~ ...... 0 (' 

abbey~ln the th1rte~nth c~ntury ~1d ~~~~,up6n de~sne land 
, . ' 

.. ~ ~. ~ . 
un~er ~1rcct culvivatlon,on nu~erQus otheT eotates wh1ch 

~ . 
d'id' nat rulve td' :p:rovlde the. i'l'~ekly 'darms 'to -the abbey. : The 

SUry! vtng portion 'of' tHe, 1279 Hunc1red no~l s Ul~V~y f3}10~1S 

"that. in flfty v1lla ln 3uffol1r th~ a:bbeJ hâd nearly'15,000 

'aères in 'de~e;ne.54' and survlvlng extents trom twclve 
, ~ 

manô'rs- c. '1)00 'shçnf thE\ t in 00me C[\~~S the- de~e8ne holdings 

.: pf trie at,bey amounted to ovcr one-h9.lf' the total land of 
\ 

. .' 55 -
the rronor. 'HO\/ever, the abbey 'dld' no't, rely totally upon 

pr-oduce fr'om the dece5ne land for el ther 1 tS" provlsionlng 
l' • • 

,or caah ,~néol!le.. The cellarer dld puy and s~~1 produce 
. 56 . ~ 

in Bury S-t • .ti:d~und.~. , and rente ln the .t'orm of .ca~h (wh1ch 
, " 
, 1 • ~ ... 

~~ hav~ concealçd Borne pnymènts' for commuted services) or 
. " 

,produc~ trom free tenants and the sc~gnor1al dues belong1ng' 

to the abbot or obedlent1arles were 1mportant sources of 

revenues. ' ~i1l1s., market ~rlp;hts, tallages and cor:mruted . ' . 
.e pay~ents for 'r~ld .. sokc, !üoubh1ng and mowlng alao contr1 buted' 

, ? 

to the revenues df the abb~y.57 . 0 

, , 

. ,-

, , , 
" 

" 

l, 

) 
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" What cvldenco survives tends ta conflrm the v1ew 
, 

that the cond1tions on the est~teB of the abbey ln th~ ~ 

fourteenth contury pros~nted Beveral problems f9r the 

abbey. There lEl evldcnce to sttql:est that there was la 

population decllne on the estGtc3 whlcl; sorretlmer.: resulted 

.in th~ abbcy adoptlng a pollcy of decrcas1~g the dcmesne 
1 

farmlng and replaclng trad1 tl onal 5 truc turc~ l'li th 
o 

~eaoeo, elther from vacJ~t holdlnps or ~rorn the demesne. 
1 

Although lt la qulte truc thnt the ..]I1on~stl0 pattern of·-
..-----~ . 

. manap,ement t~nded to retn1n dco~sne fàrmlng, a hc~vy" 

demand for' Inbor services. arld rcllance upon tr:.:rll tlonal 

patterns of cultlv~tlon and provls1onlng untl1 véry latc,58 

we enn detcct s1gn3 of econo~lc and soc1al change. Thes~ 

changes prescntcd ~1[nlf1cant proble~s for a~~~bey whlch 

es alread'Y sufferlng under the burden of heavy obligat1ons 

.' and show1ng alens of f1nnnc1al stra1n. 

. 

Dec11ne ln popuJ..e. -e1on 1n the 
tourteenth century 

, 

Ev1denc~ for nopul~tlo~ chanSea on the,Bury estate~ 
, . 

ln th~ fourteenth century 18 largely 1nd.1rect. Thore Ilre 

few Indtcatlons of dccllnlng 'popu~atlon ln t~e f1rat 
.. ~ A ( t 

, . 
. 

half of 'the fQurteenth ·century, ~:10ugh .ecopomle problenfS 

ot the abbey at th~ ;ery end of the thlrteenth century 

and signa. of tenant d18cont.ent at the bee;innlng of the 

"·folli-teenth ccntl..U'Y m1ght lndicate that the abbey Wlis 

~ .. .. 

• 
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hav1ng dlff1..cu;tty ln !1lD.'lnta,ltllng tradltlonal' làbor 
.. . ~ .. _."".'.' . -' - ..... . .. -. -. ~ 
serv1'ees and was perhàpG suf'(erlng'/rom E\. la.bor- ~hortaga. ... , -~~". ,;'-. ... .., -

-The populn.tlon loss on ·the nbbey.'s estHte3.'l.clue to 
lIuo • - • . . ~ ~ . 

~he Blac!~ Death 'of lJ1tB:lf9 'ls dlfffcl11t to detcIT!llne :' ~ -( 
... ; 

wl th àny' aC.cura,cy. ~ ~~?ugh' the orens su~raupdlng Eury 

to l1n.ve, 'been Beve~ely affe.ctl':.ri. As 
\.... 

r~t.e ln all of Eau t, Anp;lla "wao wall 
, ., 5° -------- . 
average." /" 'thi.t ~he plap;uc affected 

a. whole. tliè deàth , 
l,.' " 

" above the ~nt10u~1 

the abbey Itself 18 evldent f~om a p~pal bull of 1351 

granting, .t.l>bot W-l1111lr.l do Bernham permission to ordain /'~ 

·ten Tlcnks under the str-itutory age (lS ,prlests to 
. -60 

oompensate for the 10SE: of cha pla1ns becnusc of tne plague. 

The death rate at the nbbey 1 tself: ms bean flxed as 

h4.gh as fort Y l:jonks. 61 and' add1 tlonal e\"iden~e shol',,:' tha t 

the cler1cÇll population in the dlocese of J1or,;1 q,h 'was 
~ 

~verely affecteù by the plEl[cue 1 tHo-'thlrdo of tl1e 
'3' 

/"J,'1 f bencflc~s in the d1oc~se were yacant ln thé period bètween 

", 

. ':lI! 62 ," 
March·. lr9 and l'arch, 13;50., Th~ . .:po1?ulatlon loos among-

the clerey 1n SuffolJ\ was a180 hl~h. Institutions to , -; 
\ ~ u 

vacant bcnef1ces nverae:ed ~nly 81' per year in the perlod .. 
J ..... . ( -

trom 1]44 tO'131t8. but from ;'lS.rch. 1348 untll·I·:arclY,'.I349.· 
6 . \. .. 

there "(ne 831 institut10ns .ln Suffolk. J Add1..tlonal 
l ' • -

ev1dence sh( ',lS that the areas nea,r' where tht' abbey posseqseâ 

',' eBtat~s were also hitl Hun8tanton, Croxton and the .hundred 
" .. .. - -....) 

~ • I~ • 

of ""W'à~e ln Suffolk aIl '-showed.'sle-ns of the epldemlc 

in 
.-/ . 

sunrner and fall 'of 1)49J the c1tles of Uorw1ch, 

~ , . ) 

• 0 

" 

" 
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Sudbury and Yarmouth alno rcvealed hlgh dèath r~tes in 
J 

4 64 
the seme per1od. JCSROpp ~onclud~8 that rto tcwn in 

Eas t Ang11a es c:::~pe,d the ravi1'jeEJ r and a~ though hls es t1mate 

tha t "'orle~llif the POP~111~10n "of te.~t An~lla dled65 
.,':IJ.nY be 

h1ehly ~p~cuh,.t1 v-e, 1 t llould ncvcrth~less aeem highly 

pro babIl' tlî~t the estfücs or the abb~y dld suff~r a 
, t 

~populnt1on ~03S and thst thl0 1003 mlght weIl have been 
-, 

severe .... 

"' Al though the la ter ou tbre.'llcs of the "plague in 
66 

1)60-61} 1369 and 1375 rnlght h~ve boen lees sev~re. there .. " 

. " . 

la evldenc.,: tr13 t sooe de'pop~1I..\t1oh è.ld oceur. A cornpirlson 
, 

of a 13513 r ... '3norlel e:I:t~nt of JInt.eteSld. n lIL'\nor whlch 

,-. belonged to \he abb,~y, \11th the 1377 PolI Tl;lX recdrds 
,,~ , , 

sh61,S thf.l t of the thlrty frc:e ten .. " nts cxls tlng in IJ5B, only 

four e.p,pen,r on the ,PolI To.x. ana of the eleven Il ne. tl vi " 
llo • 

only one nQ!n~ appeo.r3 on the second list, F'o~iell c,p{lcludes . 
fi' 

_ . thn t the 1)61 or 1369 plap;tte m1ght have bE:cn~ reacon 
6 ,-----.".,--. 

. 7 1 for the clècllne in numb~rB. 

Desp~te the Ob71ous dangers of relying too heavl1y 
, 

~on the sc~nty.natu~c of the evlùence. 1t would seem 
, 

probable thnt the population trends on th~ ecto.tes of 
, "" , 

th~ abbey follo'.'ied the g~neTe.l pa.ttern of a fourteenth 
Iii---. ; -

~ , 68 
eentmr\y ,1nè ?hal'~ct7J'lstlc of the l'p.st of England . 

....... «'" -. 

To what extent this was due to the per1odl0 outbursts of 
. "" r c ~ 

the plague 1a debatAble, bût that the demog~phlc c.hanges 

. __ ,.. dld have an effect npon the econo;,1c p1cture and dld 
~J 

o 

• l. 
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'certo.lnly result 1n o., s1 tuatlon dlCfcrrnt from the 
, , 
··th1rteenth century 1.8> clc[-l.rly evldent. 

Pattern of .lobor services 

One è.l~ment of thla chnn~1ng economlc al t::w .. tlon ~TuS 
the eitcnt to wh1ch the o.bbey 1lîclst~d upon the pcrforrù..t'll'lce· 

,of tradltlor..l v111el!'l servlc~fl or aè.opted pollclc~ of 

co~u tl~~ )..? !,v 1 ces , I1p;htenln€: ~he t~n[lnts 1 burdens, and 

lé~lYr; out. d,e,me:;ft:~. ,~ç~11d.."...tl!... ~~~)I' to attract l/1111ng 
" '.. . '-, . (" , 

tenq,nto and to inGu:::-c a. stenèy' 1néo:ze frorn the 10no.. 

There 1s evldcmce of the con:..!:utatlon of SOI!l~ Iabor 
~ , 

Berv1 ces as èarly as the end of the hl~lAh century. 

1182 rJ.J.ny of the servi ces owed to the abbcy by th~ 

tOlffisn:.en had bf'en converted Into, rnon~y payrr.ents 1 
'9 

"scarsl1ve~1I 'or Itsorpenny," a Pllymetlt"at the.rate oC 

id' per cow frt'"~ln[> the t{"n3.nt frorn' drI"71ru: hie CD.ttl~-
, --) 

lnto tQe abbot's raId, and "rcps11vor," pDyJ~ent -at ,the 

rate of 1d pe:r ter.n.nt for reaplng ser.vice, were early 
, 

s1gnB of co~utstlon. Ab~ot Sr.~son (1182-121) 0130 

By 

, ' 

oonverted throe two dues lnto an annual payoent of 248. 
. 69 , 

"", ' to be collected t'rom the tOl'mSl:len. 0ther early 
, 

commuted servi'ces lfere "warpenny, ". COl'l'.mU tatlon 'Of guard 
, ' .... 

1 Be~lce owed bY" socnge ~enantSt "sh~r,s11ver,." payment of 

1d for every s1x 'sh!'ep exe41ptlng the ten.3nt, from drlvlng . -
hie animaIs 1nto th~ abhot's foldr o[ld "averpenny," for 

" 70 
Bocage tenants wh<? oW'ed carryinp: servIce. By the latter 

o 

_~t of the thlrt~enth c'entury the plo~hlng servlce froc 

~ -------, 

\ 

> , 

, . ..... 
" " 

'. 
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, 
... the celle.rer f s tenants on the deI:lesne of the p;ran~e -. 

had beon converted lnto El. I:lone-y pay!:.1~nt at the rate 
- 71' 

of id per acre t and by 1260 the rnowlng cervlce on 

elghteen acre pf the, o.bbot t n rne~dowl!lnd 0. t Bros.clI::.:ladow 
\ 

o~led by ,th~ r.1C'n of' Thed',;-t"!strcy hundrèd st'erJS to hav~ 

becn nt leflst open to COl!lmutlltlon at the wlll of' the 
72 

abbot. I·:o.norla1 extcn ts for tllC"l ve I:l?nor;:l c'" 1300 
\ 

Shol" th~t here labor 'services vere vn.lued ln money J, 

~nd thus op'en to commuta tionl ut Fornham, ten cottllgers 
"- -'-, 

each "il th one acre palù lOd an repsl1 ver 'for reaplng 

service, and nt 11elford t:ll~ee tlwo~1\s" oTfed by the 

-'. ~11lc1n ter'.~t1ts ''T~re vttlued at 'ld. 73 

EvldefJce of cO!'j!:!utûtlon ln the fourtecnth century 
tt 

tends to be inconcluc1i.~e et t~st. Lf1.cklng éontinuous 
.&> 

cUE::tur:n.ls, r~J1bls and extents for the estates lt le 

very dt ff1eul t to d~.ter~1ne \.."hether th/': a bbey follOit'cd 'à 

cons1stent po11cy Qf l1~htenln~ servlle burdens 1n 
",'" 

order to endourHR'e tenants to take up vacant holdings. 

or whether labor shortages e.nd the cost of' rls1ng wap:e,s 

for ilg-r1 cul turQ} lTorkers forct?d the abbey to re-impose 

old se-rvlces snd/or crea te new ser"Ç"l ces. 

'" A pa.rtial ~Atent t'or Palgravt) ln 1357 printed in 

T1tOlf'S J!1r;11nh-S:nr,Ù.Sor-tetL1200-1'~~O provlde~ an 
---- _ 74 .-11 

lnteresting -exal:lple. Here aIl of the teneruents held 

by the customary tenants are 11sted as rendcr1ng e 

""-~ 
ce~te.ln amount of I:'l(;mey per-~.a8 rcnt. l;lth a ,prec1se 

~., 

.. 

, , 

1 

1 
i 
1 
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statOQ(;nt Slhowing \1hl1.t p~rt of that aC0U,nt lB for 

cO;lIilut~d 'servi ces. For exemple. Orle tenement he~d by 

two tenants cow!'rlo1ns 2) o.creo, 1 rood and El messullge 

16 11stflld' as l"'("'-r.deri 118" 4s. lO?d per :rcar. of whlch 18d 
u 75 

are for the commutat10n of' sorvlces. It wotüd ceem 

that h~re. at any ra te, the commutat1on of custoJ:lB.ry 

services had been in effcct prûvloUf~ly and t..hat the 

Il bbcy, . for- 1 ts awn benef1 t. WIlS n.llo.i'1ng or .encouraging 

tenants' to Buts titu te mon(!y p.'\yrnents for la bor ducs. 

One other ploce of evidence drawn from the period 

af'ter the PC!1oants 1 RevoIt also serves to illustra te the 
L' 

progress of co:n.!lluta t1pn and the subst1 tutlo!'l of money 
'\ 

renta on the Eury es tates. The R1cklnghall rental. of 

1387 shows tha t thou5h money rente have not taken over 

completely', both pn.yr.:ents 1n k1nd and Inbor services 

are valued in money and ~herefore open to cor::mutat1on. 

By 1433 A.t Rlck1nghal.l. s,ervices a.nd payments ln k1nd 

practlcally d1sappear. and money renta predomlnate. 76 

The co:r.m:utéd ser·;1ces. or services open to \..-

commutat1on, l'fere mOGt l1ke:ly tll'1dertal:en strlctly for 

the comren1ence 01 the abbot and the obed1entle.rles on 
, 

whOBe estates th~y were collected. In -the thlrteenth . ~- , " 

century 1 t '\"ould seem that the populat1on cr..ndltions at 

the tlme lnsured Il steady supply or Inbor and that the 
... -: 

Il bbey could af fard to al10w 1 tr; tenants to pay 111S tead .,. 

of' perforr.J1np; servIces. There 1s 11 ttle ,1nd1cat1on to 

~lÙM!t degree thf)..A:l.u~~y was also st thls t1me uSlng hlred 
~- ~~ . 

, 
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Q 

labor to perform servi ces. though 1 t v.-ould sppear from 
-

th~ number < of srnall lantt1101ùers ancl C:it tagers in the 

d1strict in 1279 th.::.t tht"re l'iould be an aclcquate l=:.t$b:r 

base from whlch to recru1 t workorb. 
";> 

q 

Th~cnce of' èornnlu te. tion of Ir.bor Gervlces dra'i':n 

from the fourt.e~nth century tEl anl:'ll ttcè,1.y f;canty and . 

fails to ro-;eal the exlctencc of a èons lst('ut trend. But 
\ 

It do~c {3crvr: to lnJlcnto th~t flone of the mon~1I::t1c 

off'lc1nls Bdclnlctcring the estntcs at tlmes ~aw 

1 - bom~utn~~n as an a::' tcrnfltl ve to be employed Hhen 

condi tians rn~rI ted. 1 t. 'This evidence of conmutatlon should 

not, hov.ever, lend \,l9 to the conclus1on that commutatlon 

l'las by nny l'llc'\nB wldesprend o,n the estates of' the nb"bey 

elther before ~r aftar the Black Death of lY}8-49. On 

the contra.ry, there Cire ctrong IndIca.t1ons th.9. t, l1ke nmny 

of the older 2ened1ctlne houses, there l;ao an lnslst~nce 

on vl11nln Eervlc~8 whlch IBstcd lnto the latter part of 

77 the foul'tcenth century. 

Exomplcs of the types of lFlbor seJ:,~Tlces der::.c"lnded by 
\ 

the sbbl;Y st ,the c~of the 
" "-

thlrtf'enth centûry and the 

early'fourteenth pentury cre furnished by the descriptIon 

ln the .tlnç:hr'" "le r:.:.1~ t~T' of the o.~ounts of produce .o.Elnd _ ~I 
\"11 ' 

Ùlbor due from t!1e elghteen Itanors )l'ltlch prov1ded the 
\ 78 v 

lfeekly food.-furms to. the convent. The very t'act that . 
this description 19 lncluded ln the rcgls~~r la telllng. 

\ 
\ 

a I!lo*· of ,the abbey. 
\ ' . 

... ., 

.p. 

"'" 
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the record contl?1n!J every 1nd1cst10n tlht th.::ly abbcy waB 

anxlous to lccep a vigilant cye 011 the renta. dues end 

obllr:a tions of both 1 te fr~e nnù vl11elL1 tenllntc. _79' : The 

,-~ype_~ <i[ uncomlutcd 'l/:.tbor services most frequently 

deIT'~'lndeù we-re I:i1m;1nE, harve~1t1.ng and thl'esh1n~J thNH~ 

l'lere aPPoJrt1onl"'rl. llcc(>rd1ng to the 800unt of lund held 

by the tel~9.nts. The four custoJ.Gûry' tena.nts nt Berton 

Olied Bi-À wee.k uor}w done by ho.ndr' each neck l'1'ork cona1atcd 
, 

of the tcn:lnt th.re8hln~ three oenBureB of Corn nnd one 
d _ 

me~~ure of, bf\rley or two t1("'flsures of 09. ts per week, in 
, ..... 

addition, they<)owed plout!hlnt; and mowlng as team lforlc, 

and th~ free tcnantt; as w~11 as v111eln3 pnld 4 s. rôr 
80 

fold-sol:e "pro voluntate dorll1norurn." At Pnltenham, 

Rougham snd IJewton .mowlng mld ploueh1ng wel'f~) requ1red 
. 81. ' 

of the cuctoj;l(lry tCl1'"\l1t.s" carry1ng scrv1 ce a.nd w~ed1ng 
• r 

~e two other types of l{iDor selo-'icea also pcrforn:ed qn 

" many other m3nors. Typlcal b~rdenB of v111e~nage are 
.... 

\ 

also 1 n ev! d en\;,c 1 a tHorn lnr,s hea th. and Werl;ton Il cenc-e s '\ 

were requ1rect bêfore !\ny CU:JtoL"lary ttnt Bold anlœals .. "" '\ 

and rel1"efs -and rr:...t:l.rr1ag~ pl1ym~nt3 were also extracted frol!l 

82 '. the tenants. 

That the nbbey dld continue, a.t least per1od1cally. 

to de~nd Iaooy" services and had d1ff1culty in do1n~Lêo~ -
-

a 111ustra.t~d by two exnmples from th~ fourteenth 

c ntury. A.E. Levctt has referred to a manuocr1pt 

con alnlng'Abstracts of court r~lls from 1259 to 1J65 

\ 1 



'\ 
\ 

80 

} 8) 
relnt1.ng to Bur;'{ St. Eclw.undét' Inllnor of ,ll1cklne;hflll. Th~ 

cas~s ln th~ .eE\rlter pcrlod dcalt J;;~J,lnly w1 th t~'1·rrlu.c;(!n. 

blrths t, ~te •• but the e~S~S in the l~ ter 'perlo<l cone;erned. 
"'-

qu(:stloTû:; of vl11ein stn.tuo, burdens of serv1ces on 

v111ein 1~nd8. notices 0f ter.~nts ~ho h~d left the 8ervlc~ 

of' the abbcy. o.nrl "nn unparlÙlelcd p;roup of ~CE s dealln~ 
"84 

w1th foldD." Thesc CEtSeB r.lt~ht p('L~sibl:y lnliical:;~ that 

the o.bbey Has ntl1l inslst1n~ on trndl tior:.91 'rl[!hts and 

service? pa~tlcularly the obllgatlo~ of the ten~nts 
) 

• to brlng the lr llnlJ:"..nls to, the a bbot' s fold. A paralle 1 

case polnted out Dy POlrell shClfQ th9.t·~the a.bbey. even 

after the PenSLlnts f Revol-;t of' 1381, iffi.a eOl'ltlnulng· to 
1 

lnr:1ct on the perfor!;:31~cc of services and on its long-
. 85 

st!lnd-1ng rlghts. The, ca.nor of· Li ttle B:\rton. belonging 

to the cellarer of. the abbey, 'filS} held b~' Sir- John 
.è 

Sl1p.rdelow by. service' of flftecn Itprccar~ae" to be 

perf~r!!'~"d in the tlutu!.:)n. A cerle:J of eourt rol1S froo 
\,J.~ 

1377 to '1384 show that on the flrst few rolls. the 

servic,e \mn not l:~ndored an:! that a fine chould be 'takenr 
'" 

but .in 1383 and 1384 It "la E:tnted that thene E:ervfces had 

not ,beer'l perfor;ed for thlrty ~nFs, and the cellarer 

dlst.ra,lr)ed Shn.rdelow' S ohattels nn~ helyim" to El.nSli'Or 

for twenty:"( 19ht yearA in arreara. ~ abbey in thls 

case ~~S tnklng steps to enforce 1~ rlghts and lnsls~ 
r • "" /'~ 

on services ev~n after a long lapse. The lneonslstency 

on the pa.rt o! the ccllarer must have raloed the hackles 
'" - Il ' of the tenents, but the pollcy m1f'ht 'o.lso «1nd1cnte that 

'. 
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the abbey had been ln a-poslt1on after" t~e Black Death 

or 1)48-49 where It round 1t 1nadvlsable or unable to 
, 

1nslst upon the servlce~ and because the abbey was 1n 

~ flnanc1al dlfflculty ln the 1380's now found lt necessary 

to re-1mpose the servlce. 86 

From aIl ~vallable evldence, and we need much more" 

ta he a~le to state thl~ w1th ~erta1nty, lt would appear 

that the p~i~'~ ':F the m~naater:r reg"rdlng commutation 

and labor sertlc8S was fa1rIy typ!eal o~Bene~ctlne 
ad~lnlstrat10n. The slow rate of commutatlon on 

eccle~lastl'ôal ~BtN.te~ the necessl ty for labor to work 

the demesne ln order to provlBlo~ the housè, and the 
, ' 

generally conservatlve, Inflex}ble trad1t1on of estate 

"" .) r 87 management have aIl recelved theoattentlon 0 hlstor1sns. 

and 1 t lfou.1d seem tha t the abbèy of Bury St. Edmunds .a~ 

Il ttle dlfterent ln thls respect.' \. 
'\ " 

\c~ngeà ln tenurlal relatlonshlps 
and-ln land utl11zatlon 

, J , 

There 1~ some ~v~dence,"however. that the abbey dld 

adopt a poli oy. f farmlng out some of 1ts demesne land 
) 

and ~~aslng out va nt~holdlngs ln ~he tourteenth century 
o 

ln an attempt- ta dea wlth labor problems and to meet 

'" Increaslng osts. As es 11 a8 1)13, \t appears that the 

_grange of the aens t near lsbygate ln' the town was 
o. 88 " 

l~ased out. l 13,22 the ma or of' Conyngeston ~8 given 

, " 

,,1 l ,89 
qn a lIre lease to bert Walsha for i26 138. 4d pe~,1ear, 

\ 

\ 
\ - \ 

\ , 
\ 

J"\ 
1 



1 

.. , 

82 
,. 

" and the I!.D.l1~n·r3 or Ber(i\f'ùl (l):;'f.), W[1 tr~Bf1e ld (1350). and 
. 90 1 \ 

n<,rlf\tït" (1187) ucre a.ls 0 le tout to frlrm. /ln exp..~lna tlon 

or the l'nll!l't''lv~ t"xtent of 13S7 ohows th!lC th~ sCllttcred 

/parc~15 of dcmeHne land of t~c etLcy û~n31ût1ng of 146 

acr~s a 
'. 

ble and 17 ne)' cs meodOH flDel las tur~, W~l"e let out 
~ 91 

rl of th!" v111 for ;(6 4 n. 8d. Surv1 vitJr~ extents 

ad6pt~d El\.- Iald~ ~l':tll, one of the ~Ol'e villuable ~!lno1s 

92 
,of th\'! abbe,y. lJ'h'e ""re seve-Tl1.1 interen tlng f{,,1l tures~ 

to th~ d<"!.velo'p~~nt~" a\t il1d enhé: Il. The 1(,[\81ng herc was 

e l.and. but rs.ther 1 t was land 
" 

",hl ch h!1d--;pre\'"Ïoùcly l'~lo~r~~to vllle1ns and. had fallen 
,\ ~ 

lnto the a bbot' s h'lnd" and i.il8 th '1 let out under new 

conditions. Th1s 1"'l1p;ht lncl1c~t~ bo-h a dc-cllne in. 
, 

op~la41on 1n the latt~r p~rt of the f urteenth century, 
~ 

-' , 
and t , rr.1 f"ht aleo point to a di ffl cul ty e .. Jer1enced by 

the f~,nd1I1t~ tC'n!3.nts 't(ll11n~ to tc.ke the l~nd ~ 

undcr old ',\t'!rrns. Sc,?or.jly. so:.r:e leaseo ""ere gr nte-d fbr 

'" as lonF\ el. Pb~d us fort y y<!:ar~'. but mos'C r'l\ng~d flzom six 
, ' 

to ten yec.rs, 'Wi~ th'à." ~hort-term le-El.ses .. belng the rnost 
" .., 

re,cent.hr~nts. Thf~/tiOlnd 1.ndlcate that th.e ~bbot could 
\ • • '>1 

.re-n(!>p:·o~"ia te ,~h~ lr1s~:s nnd t}~lS pt'!rh~ps keép up w1 th 

inc~eo.31np; .coste. frtnnlly, the":;.?~eL nt lfhlch land lfas 
\) ri" 

"l::1ê1nR le t 6ut shou la. ver:: hleh ra te. for 'y'u"'1~1n land 1 

/ 

, Joh~'\Ke.lSynd had or' ta1ncd ,a. t(!l!l yeat' le'ase r"'ar 22t ~oreB 
~~ .' , ~' 

"ot lond. 'j.;hlch h'lcl nce belon:7c'd te five "(;l,1{f~rel1t' v11Iel~ 

" \ " ;. , " " 
+ f , '\. 

Il 

.. , , 

" 
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t~nnntfJ at ~ l'I?të of 318. là"p~r 'Y~:lr.· The rent thUf3 

worked out to nbo~t 16d 'per acre. R considnrnble lncre~se 

fro~ the lute thlrteenth century r~nts ln Ml1denh~11.93 

It ,.C d1.ff1cult as J'1ell to dctermlne the patt~rn of 
, 

rents on the .!l.bhl'yl~ e::ll .. 'iteD. The f[J,ct th!1t the llbbey 
, 

dld let B Clt!ie r:::lnors out to f!;14 ffi c:.nd succ('~ded ln ~1J l~)g 

out vF',cr\nt h'61d1r:F'D ml-f.:,ht inc!1c[f,te tt1::'!t It o~'U Cl better 
..-' 

chance ta r':'lxir.lzro 1 ts retu-rn8 b'r obcClinlng 11<1/p,h rent8, ... -" . ---- \ 

US 111g hlred la bor to work the dOL"l-e-BTI(,;- r~!1d di vestlng 
l' 

1 t['e If of the bL!rdcn of the d"y to dl!ty admlnls trot1 on of' 
- ,p • - • 

" 
the L"..~nOl'El. D·~ .. (lor>:-Jentn Il. t ~:lldGnhall end ln HaVD te~d· 

;: , 
would t~nd to confirm thlc vi~w. In 1358, th~ eleven. 

, 
.' 

vll1c1n tl'H~ntD on one L:.'lnor ln Ib't:3tCo.d pa1d hitrh rel1tn , . . 
at Q.bout f3-9d' per acre, '1hlch rcpre~ented an lncrense from 

the 12,79 renta t'or free land nt th~ averaec ra te of 2- 3d 
<)'} 

peI" acre. By 1)88 tho r:ll\nor1ul cxtent for Hnwstend 
\ 

sho'Hr; fcw vll1eln tcrtftnts le i"t, harv{"s tinp; l'lns done by 

h1red ll\bor ut th~ rate of J-4d pel' clay, .and the t~al 
" 

rentE> pn,1d h~d lncreased nearly 50% from 0 1358. 95 But 

evldc llce 1'ronf "Pa lfrave show:J th,ll t in 1.357 the custolllnry 

ten[}nt~ there were pay1 n~ rente, lIhlch ln~luded payments 

for c6'rr';:1Uted servlceo. et El rate of about 3d per aére, not 
96 

°unll1:e the l li tes pnld by the free tenante. trq~r~ in 1279. -
. , .,. 

. -~:héue;h 1 t 18 .. clcar the.t the etbbey. dld let out' 

SolT.~ land and l'las able to qem.'!nd hlgh renta in some " , . 
lI. 

areE\S, lt Ehould- not b(" concluded that th~ general pattern 

-\, 
'-..... 

l 

, \ 
) , 

\ il 
/ 

/ 
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W/1G one of r181n~ r~nr;s on "aIl the cstateo oj." the ~bbey. 

""" nor shot11d 1 t b~ ccnclü~eù thn t th1a tot""ll~r rra 01 '."ed th~ 

abbey' E} fln[:ncinl prGblt~mn in the l&st quarter of the 

ronvie.:. nth c<.~~tl.try. Geor['E: Umttn' B llrti cIe in the 
. () " 

Suf'foll~ V.1ctO.Tl::.-..f.C:.!.'J~~~ '~~:l. in thcref,ore c11R:htly 

.. 

mlole<;tdlnu: l~h('n ne c:~.::,ert!:· the "t}W 1ncarne of Bury Abbey 
"-

doublc-d durin"': the fC'ur'.:;C'cn1::h Cel'ltury. and 1 t t;ao IIinlnly 
"O? 

derivcd fro:!! rCrlt."·-' Whl1c It 18 ~vldc'nt t~1C.t a In.re;er 

proportion of th~ nbbpy's l~~ome by the flfteenth 

century 'HaB oht~lnc'd fro:n r(>nts. lt 18 aloo tru~ that the 
- • < 

" ' 

abbey dld ret~ln lilbor Sf"rvlC1?8 and lndeed tnalsted .upon 

them throu[<:hollt the PCJ;'lod'. Purthcrmore. the Elf:'sertton 

th..'lt the Inco':e of th~ nbb,:y doublC3<l d'ur1ng the century 
Il 

'rèsts on a cODp~rlSon of fn~lty ,nd Inn~ourntc returns 
.- . , 

'frolil the tr.1Yn. tion of 1291 wlth.a fltteenth century , . 
taxation -Il 98 ro • .' . 

../ , 

In addition ta n1optln~.a pol1cy of lettlng out 
,"' ~" 11-

sone of t~'<!iljOra and f1>:~ng 'ohort-tcr'n leasco ont· 
, J~ 

ravorabl~ ter~ • thcro were two ~ther rnethodd or' 
, 

d('a11np.; wl th econornlc 'problemB \ihlch the abbe1 m1r,ht ha.ve 

turned ta 1n the fOl1rteenth century. One ,fllS the 
. / 

acquisition of Bddltlon91 property whlch could then 
-(''''' ." 

, . i 

he let"',out on t~rms BdvFl.ntn~eouG .to the a.b')-ey~ Althought ,,<.... ,t 
,1 

the Statute of Y':ortn.:::.ln (1279) had theoretlcg,lly 

forbldden th~ allenatlon of land or rente to the 
. 

ChurcQ, lt could be circu~vented by an ecclcslaGtlcal 

, . 

. ' 



,/ 

corpoT'& tlon pUrChl . .s ing El ro~,.tll Il cene? whl ch would 

p~rmlt the aClu1F.d .. ticn of pl"Orni'ty. Thus, "hile the' 

Statute d1~ not pr~vcnt the aCdltlcnnl ncqulb1t1on of 

propcrt:," b:t the Chllrc'l1, lt d,,1~ T6.tr;"'>j' effc,.ct·'V('l? 

place the al i C'nl1 tl on of l:md to the CllUrch llNlE:r L 1..rlC~t 

99 
r 'el control. 

, '" ' ~1cE"nccs C'r,,;,'clllcd on the ratent Hol13 aho.: thbt 

'" Bury t-;t.'E0::1'-.lnd3 ';!1S ,acqu1r1nc: 1,n 8. J:,leecm?al faf"htcn 
',- /Il 

sor~e (\ùêl1tlO~, lr..lrll~8 and rents. usu~~lly by.purc~!"'~f.t or 

trllnGfer rFlthcr ~n (lS th~ rC8ult of a gr?lnt by a C 

100 
pioua dOMor. In th~ perlod before the Black D~t)th 

101 
(froD 130 3 t~o 13-'+2) the A b::qr" ootalned ftftccn 11c~ncE."s." 

plus Il I?'em'T'èd ] lcf'nce in 1:;11 3 whlch. 1J11o.,wd the· f'ib~'ey 

to obtain lr-md or renta ~p to the ';'n.lue of i }~O a y~ar 
.. - 102 

for the ~~ncfit or the chA~berlaln'E office. Dur1ng 
, 

thlc r2rlo~t only tKO of the licences o~t~ln~d Dho~ thnt 

the land \lFlD gl\ven ta the nb'bcy for p10U3 purpos<:s 1 one 
, ~ 

ln 1318 wlth' Innd and rcnts valued at {7 5G. 6td per 

yenr ~'1S s»ec1f1;i'ül~r '~lv~n f~r the. r rJ.l..ntf.D~.Tlie of,' the 
. 

sacr1stry. and anothcr ln 13?J waE g1ven for "the 

Mlilten:ince of c:':.i.~t~ln chaplalnG to cele-èratc dlvlne 
103 

service. 1\ 'rhe rcot of the gro.ntc in thl0 perlod. 

conslstcd. maln~j of transfera of lands or~ rent~ of -ra thcr l;lmall vnl ue. though 1 n 1.309 H("nry, de Lacy', Earl 

~ 104 Bradcnham to the ab~~y. 

of Llncoln, ,had sold ût a lOlf w1ce the Il1llnor of East 
'" .,. 

( 
1 

1 



86 

j 
\ 

r 

In the pel'iod from 13';9 to 1392 .. the abbey .. 

.p.érloJ.~('/..:lly 1;0 tuy Dl) 'SODe Yac~J.:-.t "h:olà1rws; -but 1 t " . , -.ahou-trl. ~~t bè concllL.:!.c.d t'h~ t tho 
~ . ':fi ' .;: '. .' 

.opttl1nc'd s("~6~)r~d fln:t J '-:rr:e E; c'llo 

property rl~,;htB thus 
, ' . ~ 

, .'t 1. •• 
~) 6 •• J; 

sot~rcc of 'revenue 

Anothcr ï.,C':'l.111: of' dea11t'g wi th bath' the GhortllE"e , , 

, " .. . . :\ 

. ., 
.' 

, ' 

.> • 

.; . ; -. . 
! " .. ' 

, ., '" 

' .. 

f 
.r 

f' 
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and the erportlng, oenters of Ipswioh and Nor~loh would 
, ", " 110' 

have provl~ed an e~slly acoessible œarket ~o~ wool • 
.. ' . ' 

The soarolty of 'direot evlaenee agaln prevents an 
• , : 1 • ~ " • 

essy generallzatlon about 'the response of the abbey to ~ 
JI.. ,. - ~ .5), .. ~' • " 

th~S.~ poSSiblè al,tern',ve, .. ,' The relatl.elY , 101f percentag~ 

L:_ -_ of land glven oyer t,tS' pasture tlnd mead,()w (5%) as " _ 

J"eYêaled ln the 1279 su:rvey of the abbey' 8 estates doea 

not' tel~ 'the' full ston::' rnfor~tlon from~the PlnCh);;;' . 
"h ' ' ;"'oof' 

" 

'. 

1 

fteklster Sh~ws.t~i,at.thé end of:t~e 'thl\tee~'n-oent~~ 
:lm- f'ou,~ manors al;0ne the!e. iras enough pa.sture for a <' 

to~ ;"f. Z',OOO. ~hëep~ l11an~, the',. 1fr l tér of the "Ges'ta 
. . 
-" ",'~ (Cl 

'Saorlstarum" oommente that 'Sscrtst ~1'ïll~lSl de Luton (1294.,.?) 
, , . 

'sp~nt.oonsld~rable 'energy restocklng his , ~ . 
gte~tly ll)~rea~ed. th~ numb"i- 0.(\ sheep6n 

.1'" • , • 

manors snd 
'- t ' 

the~.)l ETideaee 

of a somewhat more dublo~s nature la oontalned on the 
;. 1 • \, ~ 

Patent ROllS f:or 1327, here 1 t: 18 a:lëged that. dur.1ng 

Jthe'~utbreak of violence agalnst the abbey and the 0 

subsequent'p111aglng of t.~nty or,the·conventls'manors • 

. the rampaglng tenânts "carrled.8wây'a hundred horses, 

one hundred and twenty o~en. two hundred~eow8. three 
~'! ... ~ t' # 

hundred bullocks, ten th0U88pd sheép and three hury~red 

'~1flne, worth '(6.~OO.'1I1~:'f Thàt fI~e ca~o~ be/"totallyl, 
j .. 

dlsregarded, but 1t~may·be bal~nôed ~galnst the taot 
\ 

that there ls rio mentIon of BurT St. Edmunds oontalned 

. - \-n peg81~ttl IS: extenslYe ~18t of JDoha8~rl~8' supplyln8-
.. " l' 

,\.001 to Flemish and ltalian aerohants ln the early 

!l \ 

, <t, 
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114 ~ , 
t'ourteenth eentury. In view of th~ .taot that wool 

produe~lon t'rom nearby a bbeys ls detal1ed on thls 11st 

'and that the export1ng center of Ipswich was nearby. the 

omission ~y 1ndloate that Bury, un11ke other Benedlot1ne 

monasterl? had not adopted a oonso1ous polloy of 

engag1ng' large scale sheep' t'armlng, at lesst tor 

purposes 0 the export trade. 115 The absence of' dIrect 

evldence should note of .course. preclude the posslbl11 ty 

that the abbey ralsed more sheep than i t had ln the 

thlrteenth century-. for there lmS a tendency to lessen 

the amount of arable de me sne under, d1rect cultlvatlon 

whlch mlght 1n 'turn Indlcate a shlft ln land utl11zatlon. 

but on the whole, 1 t would not appear the. any large 

Beale change-over had been aocompllshed by the end of 

thé fourteenth cen tury. 

That the abbëyts posit1on in the t'ourteenth 

oentury was made dlt't'1oult by a deollnlng populatlon • . 
rls1ng labor oosta and lnereased expendl tures ls 

olearly evldent. It 18 81so cleer that the wlde varlet y 

ot renta, se1"lile dues and other ob11gatlons ot the· 

tenants tended to be exacted weIl Into the tourteenth 

..loentury. otten wlth untortunate results. The dlsturbanee 

at the abbel' ln 132?'tt onl1' Ineluded townsmen opposed 

to the abbel"s pollt1cal; ana eeonomlc dominanee over the 

town. b~ 1 t also Included villeine and tree tenants 

ot the surroundlng aria. The destruct10n and attaoks 
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on the tlfenty manors of the abbey.ln tJ27 and the 

v1olenoe of the attack on the abbey ln 1381 turnish 

add1tionsl proof that. l1ke many of lts elster houses, 

the abbey of Bury St. Edmunds ooped lftth eoonoml0 

problems by uSlng trad1 tlonal methods and applylng 

short .. term polleles designed on17 to prov1de lmmed1ate 

allevIat10n for 1 ts tlnanolal dltfloul tles. 

() B. General Tr d th VIII en s among e agers 
., on the Estates of the Abbey • 

Examlned from the standpolnt of the abbey, many 

of/these conservatlve and repress1ve polloles seemed 

necessary ln an era ot soolal and eoonomle pressures. 

But many of the eoonomlc and soolal trends. among the 

peasants on the abbeY~tates led ~o a sltuation 

where, trom the tenants t po1nt ot vlelt'. Dome of the 

economl0 obllga tlons and legal d1~ablll tl~slsted 

upon by the abbey seemed unjust and harshly appl1ed. 

Changes ln landholdlng patterns and the rlslng economlc 

a.ta..tus o'f some tenants. both free and v111eln. resul ted 

ln a oomplex and uns table situatlon on the abbey estates 

ln the fourteenth oentury. On the one han~. there lfere 

those tenants, some vll1eIns and a large number of 

treemen 1f1 th small holdIngs. who were el ther llvlng 

on the edge of oub8lstence or, ln the case of vl11eln8, 

burdened wlth marks ot legal serv11lty and theretore 

unable to dispose of the frultl o~ thelr labor a8 the)' 

c 
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wlshed. On the other hand. there were a1so those 
, 

tenants who were r1alng ln the soola1 and economlc 

ladder. Vl11eln tenants in th1s sl tuatlon mlght have 

aocumulated enough land to be economlcally on the 

level wl th the larger t"reeholders. but they were still 

legall:r lnterior and ret81ned some marks of personal 

serv1 tude. Some t'ree tenants lIere a1so aocumulating 

land and rls1ng ln the soclal and economlc structdre. 

The juxtaposit1on of thls nelf prosper1 ty on the part 

01' some tenants 1flth a slgnlflcant number or tenants 

who were unab1e to r1se ln the -11Oc1a1 and economlc 
• 

seale resulted ln a sl tuatlon 01' Instabllity on the 

abbey esta tes. This economlc and socIal d1slocat1on 

together 1flth the pol1cIes of èbe Abbey may explain 

some of the underlylng causes for the frequent out breaks 

01' hostll! t'y agalnst the abbe1 during the tourteenth 

centur1. 

Economie and soclal trends among 
villeln tenants 

. , 
Deta11ed 1nformation on the proportion of vl"l.l.e1n 

tenants to t'ree tenants on the abbeyls astates and on 

the sooi.1 and economl0 trends among the villein tenants 

18 rather 8carce for the rourteenth century. Although 

Suffolk had an extraordlnarll7 hlgh proportion ot 

treemen in 1086. the process or depreaI!J1on Into 8erv111t7 

and the rla1ng number ot v111e1n8 occUl':red ln the 
. 116 

centur1 .tollo1f1ng the Conqu8st. Ava1lable ev14enoe 

\ 

, 

.... '-er" 



! 

91 

,~ 

would tend to Indioate that ln the thirteenth and 

tourteenth centurIes, ~ree tenants probably Q.utnumbered 

v1lleins on the abbey estates, but a prec1se ~lgure Is 
, 

unobtalnable. 

We have already notlced that the villeine or 

customary tenants ot the abbey owed, even ln the latter 

part of the fourteenth century, consIderable labor 

serv1 ces on the demesne lands and tha t there were 

objeotions to the perrormanoes o~ such servlces o even 

after the Peasants 1 RevoIt. 117 As1de from lob or servIces 

already noted, the v111elns< on the abbey estates were 

burdened wlth obligat1ons to the abbot arlBJ,ng t'rom , 
the1r personal statuai her1ots, tallages, gersum 

(marr1age payments) are among the most t:requently 

mentfoned obllgationA. Al though there 18 some evldence . 

t~t.~ more prosperous ser~ mlght purchase his treedom, 

1t would appear that l1ke many eccleslastical lords, 

manumiss10n was not w1de1y praotlced by the abbots 
118 

of Bury St. Edmunds. 

Ev1dence trom Palsrave. ~lldehhall an~ Elms"ell 

does Indloste that some ,,111eln tenants of the $bbe,. 

were engaged ln the prooes. of estate build1ng br 
1 

acqulrlng vacant h.oldlngs, but It ls a1so ev1dent that 
\ 

in many cases the abbey retained the servile obligatIons 

pertaInlng to the land thu. acqu1red, and that the 

't'11.1elns were otten paying hlgher rents tor thelr land 

tha,n tree tenants ln the same area. 119 Although we 
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have wltnessed the prooess. of oommutatlon ot labor , . 
serv10es lnto money payments, lt must be remembered 

that beoause theee payments were generslly st the wl11 

ot the abbot. not st the wl11 ot the tenant, the 
~ 

treedom trom 1abor servtoes thus aoquired was not 

always permanent. A perlod ot slaok demand for serv10es 

tollowed by a perlod of vigorous adminlstratlon on 

th~ part of the lord, as evldenoed st Llttle Sarton 
lQ 120 

ln 1383-84. was thus an add1tionsl problem wh10h 

worked to the dlsadvantage of the villeln tenant. 

(J'In short, whlle the conditions of serfd.om 

on the estates of the Abbey of Bury St. Edmunds may 
c 

have been no worse than on any other monastl0 estate 

ln the tourteenth century. there were several personal 

and tenur1aI dlsabll1tles whloh Inhlblted their soolal 

and economl~ advancement. The villeln tenants were thus 

otten plaoed st the meroy of a oorporate landlord .hioh •. 

tor Its own purposes, sought to restriot thelr advanoement 

ln order to seoure and malntaln its own tlnano1al and 

eoonomlc wel~-being. , ;, 

, 
EconomIe and soclal trends amons 
,rree tenants 

Soolal and economlc trends amf)ng the tree tenants 

,on the abbeyts estates during the thlrteenth and tourteenth 
. / 

centurIes followed in: generai the pattern of ohanges 
\ 

oharacterIst10 ot the reat ot England. The most d8table 

aspeot trom the point of vlew ot peasant oondltions 18 

'" 
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, 
the characterlstl0 prooess ot estate build1ng on the 

part of those tenants who were rlslng ln the soolal 

hlerarohy and the ~ncreaslng atomlzatlon of holdlngs. 

a prooess whloh Is largely explalned by the population 

expansion of the thlrteenth oentury and the pattern of 
> .' 121 

partlble Inherltanoe of fr~ehold lsnd. 

This process was espeolally notlceable ln East 

Angila. where smaii landholders represented a large 

peroentage of the populatlon. Postan cltes f1gures 

from L1noolnsh1re showlng that holdlngs of under 

five aores represented from 70% to 75~ of the total , ' 

122 free populatlon there. Evldenoe from the Hundred 

Roll survey of 1279 confIrma hls vlew that "the populatlon 
J \ 

on some Suffolk manors. e.g. the abbey of Bury St. -Edmund's 

ne llttle dIf:ferent. ,,123 In 1279 the -dIstr1bution ot 

the slze of holdIngs among the free tenants ot the' 
r.o 

, 
abbey in eleven villagea shows that 70% held ten aores 

or less, 18% lfere ln the middle" range 1f1 th hold1ngs 

tram eleven to twenty-nlne acres, and 12% ot the 
124 

populat1on studled held thlrt1 aores or more. (See 
, 

Appendlx Irr) J.Z. Tltow has suggested that ten 

acres waS a neoessary subslstence level for a pessant 

household,125 and although thls lfould depènd upon 

many- variable factors wlthln a given reglon, thls 

f1gure does serve a useful purpose> ln analyzlng 

peasant oondltions ln the latar M1ddle/ Ages. Taklng 

hls tigure of ten' aores aB a base, the d1str1butlon " 

. , 



of the size of holdlngs on the Bury e8tates ln 1279 

would tend to 1ndicate that there was a w1de level of 

dlstress on the part of the peasantry at the end o~ 

the thlrteenth century.126 Those on the lowest end 

ot the seale would he able to hire themselve6,,,, o,ut as 

agrlcultural ,workers on the demesne land of the abbey 

or to other more proaperous free tenants, but the 

prevalenoe ot small holdings coupled w1th the other 

tinanclal burdenB of the f~e~ tenants on the abbey's 

estates must have 'created a difticuit sItuation tor 
- 127 

many of the villagers. 

An examination of further evlde~ce trom the late 

thlrteentb and the ,fourteenth centurIes shows ln more 

detal1 the process of estate building, atomlzstlon of 

hold1ngs and sub-lettlqg. An Interestlng example trom 

the v1llage of Hawstead ~hows thla prooes-s of change 
128 qulte olearly. In 1086 there were 30 freemen on 

500 acres. with holdings ot about 17 aoreS aplece, there 

vere also t'Wo larger estatea conslstlng ot two carucates 

-and one carucate each,·and there _ere a1so three villeine, 

two serfs and twenty-one bordars. Sy 1279, on 150 acres 

ot the orlglnal 500 acres there were many more free~en, 

but the 8I~eS ot the holdings yar1ed oons1derably. for 

example, there was one treeman wlth 20 aores,' ~o with 
~ 

18 aores each, three ~1th 15.~erea, nlne vith hold1ngs 
CI 

trom ~ to 9 aores, twelve 
" 

aères, and twelve t~eemen . 
t'ree tenants .i th only 1 or 2 

.( 

who held onl)' measuagea. The 
), 

" , 
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remalnder of the orig1nal; 5bO aores was now in the , 

~ïm~s-~ tour men who had accumulated holdings and 

who hsd amall parcels trom the two lsrgest 

landholders ot the village, Thomas Fitz Eustsge and 
~ 

Wil11am Talmache, possessors of the two large estates 

tound in thè Domesday survey. The obvious Inequsllty 

ln the slzes ot the hold1ngs among these free tenants 

was not unIque to Hawstead nor to the tourteenth 

century, tor evidence trom Elmsw~ll~ RIcklnghall and 
") 

Ml1denhall ln the later part of the fourteenth century 

dlsplays a slmilar trend towards the aggregation ot 

some holdings and the continued existence of a large 
129 

number of smail Iandholders. 

Evidence of dlscoDtent 

Not surprisingly, there were slgns ot dlscontent 

, among both free and v11leln tenants ot the abbey during 

the tourteenth ~entury. The economlc Inequallties 

amongst the tenarlts were aIl too vIs1ble, and the 

contlnu1ng nds ot ~e abbey durlng the ,perlod 

produeed a It atlon hsrdly benetlclal to elther the 

e edge or subsistence or to tHose 

to rise ln the economl0 scale ~t 

who vere prevented t~om d01ng so by selgnor1al devIoes 
. 130 

or marka ot tenurlal and/.or perso.pal servlllty. In 

speak1ng ot the Peasants' RevoIt ot 1381. Powell and, 

Tr~velyan concluded that 
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The abbeys "ere t"requent viotims'" ot, mob vioienoe 
dur1ng th1s Bummer. as the tenure ot serfs on the 
estates or oorporate bod1es was generally more 
antiquated than the tenur~lot serfs on the estates 
of l~dIvldual landlords. j 

Th1s conolusion Is~, l thInk, equally vaiid tor Bury 
. -, 

St. Edmunds. but It was not only amang serfs that 

grievanees ags1nst the abbey eould be tound, nor dtd . 

the abb~1 have to watt untll the summer of 1381 to 

experlenoe sIgna of peassnt discontent or outbreaks 

of violenoe. 

Several cases ln the tlret qu~rter of the 

tourteenth.eentury 111ustrate the pattern of tenant 

dlsoontent and the monastl)Q re'action. In 1304-05 
• 

the burgesses of the town were aooused by the abbot 

of not pRylng f1nes and tolls, be~tIng up the servants 

of the monastery and Impedlng the bal11ffs who wereÇ 

carrylng out there dutles. The 81xty-two town~ 
, 

who compiained about the abbey's rule lost thelr case 
~ 

before the royal justices and we~e obllged to pay , 
.L' 132 
~200 ln da~es ln addIt10n to thelr f1nes. Th1s 

was a re1"lectlon of the contlnulng struggle between the 
o 

abbey and the town. a struggle whlch contalned both 

economl0 and poll>tlcal issues, but two turther cases 

111ustrate that exoresslons 01" dlscontent .ere not 

conflned to the town. In 1306 ~enants 01" the abbey 

'ëntered the abbot's court house at Henhowe. burned hls 
, ' " 

mi11 at Babwell. and "threw'down and eut to places h1. 
,~ '133 ' 

gall~1f8 at Westle." A 7ear 'later ve tlnd the abbot 
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complalnlng tha t a number ot men had ravaged hls 
,r ...... __ ~ 

man or at Southre7. ln Nortolk, where they mowed 

down and oarrled awa7 hlS gra •• tro. the ae&do .. 

and pastures. 1)4 

These actions Indicate that the abbe7 could 
c 

be vlewed as an exaotlng l~ndlord and as the holder 

ot exclusive judlcial and economle prlvileges whloh 

could work to the disadvantage ot the tenants. The . 
) . 

monastI0 reaot1on ta the expressions ot discontent 

... hardly more pralseworthy. In addition to court 

lltlgatlon pursued ln order to lnsure pertormance 
Q 

ot servIces and malntenance ot rlghts,lJ5 there .ere 

numerous allegatlons that the abbots and monks, together 

wlth their servants, took it upon themselves to attack 

tenants~ seize chattels, and car17 ott produoe. 1~ 

The most serious indication ln the tirst halt 

ot the tourteenth century that relat10ns between the . 
Abbey and 1 ta tenants were atrained was the uprlsing 

ot the town ln lJ27/28.~)7.Although the issues were 
~ 

complex and essentlally ipvolved long-stand1ng polltloal 

and eoonomlc grlevances ot the tOWDsmen. it .hould be 
./ 

emphaslzed that the uprla,ns dld 1nclude pea.ante tro. 

the nearb7 areas. The BurT authbr ot the -Depraedat10 
. ·138. 

Abbatiae Sancti Edmund1" linka the eTent. at Sur, 

wlth tholle at Ablngdon and St. AI1w.na ln the .... y8ar 

and eaphaslz.lI. the role ot aen rro. London ln alding 

; t ; 
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the revolt. 139but ae clearly, states that both vllle1n 

and free tenants of the abbey took part under ~~e 
. f 

leadershIp and st the persuasIon of the townsmen. 

Prom1serunt et1am quod omnes de patr1s, tam 
vtllant quam l1bert. qui causam illorum 
manutenere'vellent, essent liber1 ab omnl 
theloneo et omnl s~rvltl0 per totam Angllam, 
virtute cartarum quas penes se d1cebant 
habere, unde plus quam xx m140e de patr1a ad 
eorum auxil1a ypncurrebant. 

Desplte the oharaeterlstl0 exaggeratlon and bias. the 

aoeount would suggest that the s1tuation br the peasants 

on the Abbey estates was such that It eould be explolted 

by the townsmen and turned lnto a small seale oqllective 
J 

action aga1nst thelr corporate landlord. The pl11aging 

and destructlon ~f the goods. houses. I1vestock and 
141 . 

land on twenty of the convent's manors ln addlt10n to 

the attaok on the abbey Itself clearly shows that the 

abbey's economl0 and judiclal polieles towards lts 

tenants were regarded ~s oppressive and exactlng. 

Although the uprls1ng of 1327/28 was suocessfully 

dlspersed wlth the aid of the king, the years tollowlng 

wltnessed some oontlnued express10ns ot dlsoontent on i 

the part of the abbey's tenants. From 1328 to 1381 

there are several examples of locallzed, 1ndlv1dual 

actlons undertaken by men ot the L1berty agalnst symbols 
J 

or the abbey's control whlch cannot be whol11 attrlbuted 

to the general lawlessness or the perlod. For.example, 

ln ~.3J5 Some ot the abbpt' s men vere prevented rro\ " 

worklng hls quarry ln Northampton, and ln 1)41 the a$bc(t , 
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alleged that a huge armed torce had ptevented his 

ball1ffs trom carry1ng out judgments relat1ng ta 
142 J 

the asslze of bread and ale. A slmllar 1ncident 

occurred in 1)60 when a "conspl~acyn ot tenants prevented 
~ ~3 the hearlng ot cases ln the hundred court ln Thedwestrey. 

The entorcement of the Statute of Laborers ln Suffolk 

must have also contrlbuted to the dlscontent 1n the 
. 144 . 

area, and the evldence trom the Rlcklnghall oourt 
145 rolls durlng thls perlod would a1so suggest that the 

abbeY,was faoing dltflcultles wlth Its tenants and 

therefore reaoted generally wlth represslon rather than . ., 

lenlency. 

The events surround1ng the Peasants' RevoIt ln 

Suffolk and the attaok on the abbey ln 1)81 have been 
146 

weIl explored by both Powell and Lobel, but it 18 

important to place the events of 1381 ln their proper 

hlstorloal contexte Old stand1ng confllcts between the 

Abbey and the town and prev10us dltf1culties ln landlord

tenant relations illustrate that the events of that 

year were not, fundamentally. qualitat1ve!y d1fferen~ 

trom past expressions ot d1soontent. To he sure. 'the 
t 

general cauees ~ the revoIt were operative ln Sutfolk, 

and the leadersh1p of John Wrawe together 11.'1 th the 

violenoe of t~ collective action provided a d1fterent 

tramework ~or the expressIon o~ disoontent, but the 

reTolt should not pe regarded aB a tota11y lao!atea 
"" 
or unique event ln tne hlstory or the abbey. 

" . ,. 
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Bury St. Edmunds was ln a ser10us pos1t1on ln 

the fourteenth century. Not only were econom1c trends 
~ , 

produc1ng d1rr1cultles ln estate manàgement and land1ord-

tenant r.elatton8, but the rls1ng costs'" and h'eavy: e, 

expendltures faced bye the Abbey contributed to perlode 

of f1nanclal InstabI11ty. 

III. The Expenses o~ the Abbey ln 
the Fourteenth Century, 

Although the abbey of Bury St. Edmund~ dld have 

extensIve re8ouroes, It la a180 eVlde~t that the 

genera1 economl0 oondltlon~o of the fourteenth oentury ,,

had éerlou81y affeoted the flnanolal stabl11ty or the 

mOnA8tery. In additlon to the normal running expenses 

of a monastery whlch suppor~ed ori the average a total 

ot near~y two hundred people, there were many other 

demands made upon the resouroes. The two Most I~portant 

were the expenses of both royal and' papal taxatIon, .. 
.' -. 

and the heavy expenses assoclated with vacancles. WhIle 

the normal runnlng expenses of the abbey lfould not vary 

muoh trom year to yeart, and probably could easlly be 
.,,?[ 

~oreseen by the abbot and obedlentlarle8, the Qnpredlotable 

or unexpeot.ed expenses obvlously necessltated skl1ltul " 

rlnanolal,management. ThIs 18 even more evldent when 

one exam1nes the geaeral 'economl0 trends·of the tourteenth , 

century. Preclsely be~u8e the monasterles were lnvolT~d 
/ ::' , c, 

ln networks of obllgat1ons ~~ both the royal government 
G 

o 

, 
7 

\. 



1 

101 

and to the pap~ey and beeause they were large landholders • 
. 

they shared aIl the problems of the eeonomio llfe of 

the times. In faot, the economie stabll1ty of the 

possesslonate orders ln England ln the later Middle 

Ages 1mS. on the whole, undermlned by both poor:'

adminIstration ~nd by t.he unavoldable vIcissitudes of 

the external demands made~~on t~em. We may th~refore 
examine the eoonomlc and financlal condItion of Bury 

1 

St. Edmunds by analyzing the types of expendltures 

whleh often resulted ln perlods of indebtedness or 

flnanclal straln. and secondly by looking at the 

polleies of flnanclal admlnistration and management 

wltRln the monastery. 

The Most obvlous
v
expendltures of the abbey ware 

on the members..pt the monastlc communi ty 1 tself. The 
• l 

"è 

population of ~he monastio eommunlty 6T Bury St. Edmunds 

Ineluded not only the monks but also th~ numeroùs 
, 

- se;-vants of the abbot and oonvent • .:, The ranks of these 

, 

were a1so Increased by the pres6nce. of pensioners and 
o 

oorrodars who llved 'at the abbey, and reoelved varylng 

~ees ~f suppont fram the abbe~'s ~evehues. , A1thOUg~, 
1 t ls dltt-tcult to t'lx wl1!h any certainty the exact . 

numbers of those I1vrHg at the abbey at any given time. 

there la 80me evidenoe relatlng to the populatIon ot 
..,r 

the communlty ln the thlrt~enth century. In 1260 there 
" 

were 80 monks, 21 ohaplalns and 111 servants resldent 

.. " 

.. 

.. 

j 

• 
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·1 

at the abbey.147 Thls number appears·to have remalned 

relatlvely oonstant, for ln an aoçount of the we~kly 

expendltures drawn up ln the relgn of Edward l, there 
- , 148 

are 11~ted agaln 80 monks, 11 chaplains and 111 servants. 

The 'cellarer alona had forty-elght· servants, whI1e the 

saor~st had twenty-four, all'of whom vere malntalned to 

some degree out of th~ funds of the speoifI0 obed1entlary. 
D 

Fourteenth oentury populatlon trends at the 

abbey reflect the general pa~tern of deolln1ng numbers 
G 

149 
experlenc~d by the Engllsh BenedIotlnes as a whole. 

! It ls less clear whether thls was due to a voluntary . 
and consolous polley of 11mltlng the number of monastlb 

~ 
( 

recrults in an effort to assure sufflclently motlvated 

) candldates and to eut down ~n expenses. Other fa.ctors 
"-may have contributed to the 10ss of numbers at Bury as 

'1 

we1la --competi t10n trom other orders. partloularly trom 

the friars, may have reduced the number of avaI1ab1e 

candIdates, and t~e per-lodl0 outbre~kS of the plague \ 

a1so affeoted the abbey. Dlrect evidenpe on the effeots -
... 

ot the p1agues of 1348-49 and 1361 ls laoklng, though 
1 

two papal bulle of 1351 and 1366 show that the abbey 
,150 . 

sustained some 10ss. One wr1 ter has suggested that 

the abbey _y have lost as mari7 as tort y monks ln the 

tiret plague, but thls la a hlghly speoulative flgUre. 1S1 

F1gures trom later in the century.show a detlnlte drop 

in numbers compared to the thlrteenth century. in -1379 

there were approxlmate1r·tltty-flv8"monks, and 1)81 Poll 
. ' 
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-? Tax records show" torty-seven mor- at'the abbey.152 

However, the monastery appears to have regalned some 
.". 

atrength Iater on, for dissolution records show that 

there llare s~xty-two monks ln 153.5. 15J Although the 

monastl0 Pop~tlon thus shows some deollne ln the 

tourteenth oe~tu~', and ft 18 probable that the number 

of servants tO~ljted suit, lt ls nevertheless evldent 

~hat Bury St. Edmunds supported a large establishment 

whloh needed a oonstant supply ot food, olothlng-and , 

ma~ other neQes~y ~rovlS1ons. 

The expens~to~ keeplng suah an establ1shment 

are dlffleult to calculate for the tourteenth ~entury. 

There ls, however, some evldence trom the end ot the ~ 

thlrteenth oentury whlch 11Lustrates the typ~sof 

expendltures whlch would have remalned oonstant accordlng 

to the populatlon. An lnterestlng dooument drawn up 

1n the relgn of Edward l ltemlzes the weekly domestl0 

expenses, lncludlng .ages to servants, the provls1onlng 

ot tood, tuel and fodder, and the bU11ng of robes and 
. ' 154 

elot~lng tor the monks and thelr servants. The total 
" . . 

expenses per year for 80 monks, 111 servants and 11 

... ohaplalns on food., pl t~nces an~ ~e~ant8' vages 18 
155 ' . .t 

put at .(1.1, 10 lls. 2d. When other expenffes .tor o"lothlng. 

shoes and robes for the household of the abbot an~.onkS 
.. . 

(l1S8 l~s. IOd) are added to the expenses ot the.plttanoer 

and those ot the ~aorlst (~j84 148. 94), th~ total, 

.xpendl ture tor the convent comes to ~ 2.017 138. 24 tor 

.... 
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156 
one year. 

, 
Although th18 dooument 48 drawn from an earller 

1 period, It does allow us to make some general observations 

on the flnanclal health of the mona8tery. In the f1rst 

place, comparlng the figure ~or per annum expendlture8 , 

of i2,017 138. 2d with the 1291 valuatIon of the 
. 157 

abbey's resources totalllng'i2.174 14s. l1id, ~llustrates 

that the expenses are runnlng verYoclose to the 
."" 

estlma.ted 1ncome.~ether or not the valuat·Ion fIgures 

represent an under-assessment of the actual Inoome, It 

Is still apparent that the resources of the abbey on a 

per annu: bas 1~ .40 qnot appear to be geared to .... ards 

taclng unexpected or heavy expenses such as mlght he 

occasioned by an excessive demand for taxatIon or a 

long vacanoy. Secondly, from emm1n1ng the types of' 
, 

expenditures llsted, It ls readIly apparent that much 

ot the Inoome. whether ln the torm of cash or prov1sions 

trom the farms o~ the manors, was s~ent tor wages and 

the maintenance ot the servants and 1a1 personnel at 

the abbey. Indeed, ~trvants .ere nOlf a ublquito~ part 

ot the mona~tl0 scene. The carpenters, stable boys, 

oooks, buyers and attendant personnel Insured that 

repairs were made, '11Ye~tock tended, and food cooked 

and provided, but It a1so ra1sea the questIon ot the 

degree to wh1ch they were.actually necessary. Monaatleism 

had reached a poInt by the M1ddle Ages lfhen the monts 

no longer performed weh .of t,he _nual 1abor. and there-
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tore servants took over these tasks.l~8 However, when 

t1nane1al crises arose, it W8S rarely a monastlc polleT 

to attempt to eut expendltures but lnstead to malntaln 
159 the1r 8ccustomed standard of l1v1ng. 

These normal runnlng expenses of the abbey must 

have remalned fa1rly constant ln the fourteenth eentqry, 

varying only aeeordlng to the number of monks and 

servants res1dent at any one tlme. It Is more d1ff1cult 

to form an esttmate of the t()tal per annum expenses of 

tne abbey durlng th1s per1od, but the saorlst's regiBters 
" 

of the fourteenth century provlde ll1ust~tlve mate rIal 
160 on the normal expenses for one obedientiary. The 

sacrlst wes responsible for the expenses of the ehurches 
c) 

(the abbey chureh and the parlsh ehurehes ln the town). he 

had to provlde wlne fer oelebration ot masses, wax for 

candIes, and expenses for building and repalr to th~ 

churches. 161 In addItIon, he had to pay wages to twenty

tour servants ot the churches and wages to his ballitfs, 
- 162 

attorneys and rent oolleotors. The saorist was also 

responsible tor tfte dlstribUt10n ot-alma and tor the 
- 16) 

support of the MOnk scholera at Oxford. The survlvlng 

accounts of the SQCr18ts all have one thlng ln oommona 

in every ~,se, expendlturea outdistanoe Inoome. The 

account of John de Snaylwell trom Septe.ber.29, 1299 to 

April 4, 1)00, 1.e. a slx and a halt mon th perlod; shows 

recelpts ot 1184 148. 10i~ and expenses ot i203 lIs. 2id, 

while the later acoount ot S1mon de Langhalll tor a 's1x ~ 

..... ' 
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month period ln 1357 shows recelpts ot i212 3s. 4id and 

4 
164 

expenses amounting toi260 16s. d. John de Lavenham's 

reglster for the year 1)69-70 shows recelpts of iJ87 l)s. 

7d and expenditures ot !402 7s. 2d, and the account 

ot Saerist Wlll1am Barwe ln 1418 shows"yearly expenses 
165 

ot JS20 6s. 2id matohe~ agalnst receipts or iJ58 6s. 7d. 

An analysls ot the acoount rolls reveals that renta 

remalned relatlvely constant throughout" the per10d as 

did expendltures on wages, robes and supplIes tor the 

churohes. SpirItual revenues and Income trom orferlng~, 
166 on the other hand, show a SlgnIflcant deoll~e. --

One factor ~hIch would-account tor the varIable 

andOoften heavy expenses of the sacrists would he those 

tor buIldIng and repair operat1ons. At the end of 

the th1rteenth century expenses oharged to the saorist 

tor buIldIng and-repairs to churches amounted to [20 
167 . .r, 0 

per year. this woutd probably be surtioient in normal 

tIlles, but the physioal damage Buttered by t~e Abbey' ln 

1)27 .hen the rIotera entered the'abbey pr~c1not8 must 
. 

have necess1 tated\ ,more than ordinary expenses. John de 

Lavenham's numerous operatIons tor the 1mpr'ovement ot 

the abbe1 çhurch led to qulte an expense over his 

~ twenty-nine year tenure as saor1st. For the rebul1dIng 

ot the oentral to.er of the Abbey ohurch he spent a 

total ot !866 1)s. 44, he hlmelt gave the great belle> . . 
valued at il"J,).168 Although the.e expe!'lses .ere out ot 

" 
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the ord1nary and would ha~e been partlal17 .et .1th 

donatlon8, be a180 undertook the project ot repalntlns 

the root of the na". ot tbe Abbey ohuroh at a OOlt ot 

flOO. palntlft8 a c&.nOP7 oye!' the abrlne ot St. Bdaund 

at ~ COlt of .f12 l~s ~ 4d, and Ipent 122 tor a 8ore.il 

f~ the Lad.7 Chapel. 169 lfot a1l balldtll8 .xpen ... 

• ere the re~ponal b\ 11 tl of' the •• or1st, 110but the •• 

projeota added heaY117 to the expenses ot the ott10'. and 

.1th the inco •• re .. inlng relat1Yelf tlxed, tbe7 

presented a .ltuat10n oalllng roI' tlra tinanola1 

anage.ent. 

In addltl,Oft to the da1 to 487 expen.es or the 

obe41entlarle. and the abbot. there weI'. other type. 

ot expendlturea. "loh had to be .. t ln th. tourteeBth 

centur,. some of whlch were the re.alt of the abbe7'. 

partloular poal tlon a. a r07&~ toundatton. Beaaue th. 

king n_ th. patron of the acma.'e17. he ola1ae4 the 

rlsht to recel.e hOlpltall t7 fer, hl .. elt and. the .aber. 

of ht. hoasebo1d, .ftd he a1so poelelled and exerolead th • 
., 

rlgh' to de-.nd cO~od1e8 and penalons for hle serTanta 

rro. th. abbe7. 171 Both of th ••• de.an41 were d1ttloult 

tor the abbe7 to retu •• , aM. both partlal17 .xplalD 
, 

prob1... ot .~tlo .OOfto., ln th. tat.r Middl ...... 

" 'l'h. b1Ir4e~ of hOlpl tall '7 and. .nt.rt&l .... at 

.fttal1~ b7 .1.1t. t'rea 'he tins ald -h'OII the' ftobtllt, 

had be.a a protil.. ln aonae'10 .xpena.. ln the t.elf'h 
~ 

) 

-' " ! 
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" 

,.nd thlrteenth centurles,l?,2and these·dld not escape the 
'.f 

notIce ot the ~arller Bury chronlclers. Jocelln ot 
, 

Brakelond complalned vlrulently about' K1ng John's vlslt 
G 

, to the e.bbey 1n 1199, and his comments reveal an 

attitude that mlght not have slgnitleantly changed , 

ln the fourteenth centurya 

But K1ng John after his coronatlon ••• came 
straightway to St; Edmund, led thlther by devotlon 
and a vow that he had made. We Indee~ be11eved 
that he would ma~e some great oblatIon. but he 
offered noth1ng save a s~,ngle sllken cloth whlch 
his servants had borrowed trom our Sacrlst--
and th~y,have bot yet pald the pr1ee. And yet 
he rece1ved thl hosplta11ty of St. Edmund st 
great eost to the Abbey t Bnd when he departed -' 
he gave nothlng st all to the honour or advantage 

'" 

ot the Sa1nt save thlpteen pence sterl1ng, whieh 173 
he offered st his .ma~8 on the dL\y when he left us. 

To protect the monaster1es of England aga1nst the 

often excessIve demands ot noble and high ranking v1s1tora 

seek1ng hospltallty. the F1~st Statute of WestmInstœr 

(1275) leg1s1ated that only the patron ot the monastery 

oould elalm the rlght of hosplta11ty except in cases 
174 where the abbot had lasued a sp~olal Invltatloh. The 

actual etfect ot thls statute and the subsequent J;enewals 

of suoh leglslatlon175was. 1n taot, negllglble tor 

BUl7 St. EdDiunds ;'. These statutes may have brought 

rel1ef tor Many .onasterles and do show a oonoern on 

the part ot the ~overnment tor, the tlnanolal well-belng 
. 176 ~ 

,-' ot monast10 houses, fet the evldenoe shows that the 
1 .~: .... ç 

;-, 

tourteenth century klngs ot England a8 patrons ot BUl'7 

dld not oease t~take ~vantage ot thelr·pr1vl1ege. 

1 

., 
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Klng Edward l ~1s1ted Bury s1x ~lmes between 1295 

and 1301, on one oCOBslon ln 1294. he 
~ 

tayed on a manor 

ot the abbot, thus reduclng the exp~se 
, 177 

to the convent. 

Although h1s ~ls\tP appear to h&ve~~en ceI~ed oord1811y,178 

the v1sita ot Edward II, Edward III and Rlcha d II 

not oome at a time when the eoonomI0 oondIt1on 0 

Abbey W8S the best. Edward II and h1s household spent 

ChrIstmas of 1325-26 at the abbey,179snd Edward"!I! 

made seve~al short vis1ts between 1328 and 1363. 180 We 

have no reoord of the total expenses assoclated wlth 

these'visita, but S1mon de Langham's register does 

show that the sacrlst dlspensed money and glfts ta the 
181 kIng's servants. The vls1t of the young King 

v Richard II and h1s br1de Anne for ten days ln June, 1383. 

~cost the monastery a total ot 800 marks.
182 

COmlng?S 

It dld st a tlme of Bev~re flnanc1al straln tor the 
"-

abbey, thls vls1t representëd a cons1derable burden 

and was the occaslon tor a dIspute between Abbot John 

Tlmworth and the con~ent on the Issue of who would bear 

-the responslblllty to~ the expenses. The abbot wanted 

the èonvent ta assume the'total responslblllty beeause of 

his own heavy eleo~lon ~xpenses st the tIme, and the 
. ~ 

matter waa settled when the convent agreed to make a 

oontribut1on to the over-all debts. 183 Althougb_thlB 
~ 

18 the ori11 direot refe,~enee to the actual cost ot a 

~. vislt b1 the kIng and'his household, it is·ev1dent that 

the expenses ~or even a short vIs1t were oonsiderable 

a 
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and that the abbey had to be prepared 'for such an e7ënt;~~ 

Desplte what must be regarded as a substantlal 

expense for the abbot and the oonvent, there ls-no ~ 

reoord of any protest havlng been re~ered wlth the 

klng regardlng suoh vlsits. It woul~e to th~beylS 
advantage to malnta1n good relatIons with the kl~~ 

and Indeed. the royal presence was often welcomed. VIn 

1331 Edward IIIls vlslt colnolded ,1th hls conflrmatlon 

of a oharter outllnlng the monastery's prIvl1eges over , , 

the ,town. and RIchard II's vlslt ln 1383 helped to 

settle the convent after the dlsrupting 1nfluenoe of 

the provlsor Edmund Bromfield. However, there were 

other royal olalms made upon the revenues of the abbey 

wh1ch d1d provoke react10n and protest, namely the right 

of the king to ask for corrodles anœ pensions to reward 

his faIthful servants and reta1ners. 

. Monasteries occaslonally used the devlce ot 

sel11ng oorrodles or annuities to persons who would 

then glve over a lump sum or a~donation of lan~and 
1~ 

receive an annual pensIon or their l1vIng ln return. , 
Thls_ type of corrody or penslon was a calculated risk 

on the part of the ebbeYJ lt might or It mlght not 

work out to thelr f1nanc1al advantage over the long 

rune -However, the-type of corrody demanded by the 

k1ng brought no tlnanclal return and ln e~t Increaséd 

the per caplta expenses of the mon&stlc communlty. The 

unususl1y large numbers ot corrodars t~und ln English, 
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abbeys ln the fourtoenth century was largely due to 
. 8 
the unceaslng royal demands.~ 5 Th1s trend Is clearly 

evidenced at Bury St. Ed mund s.,. Between 1302 and 1337 

there are recorded on the Close and Patent Rolls 

th1rteen new corrodles st the)'speclflc request of 

the kIngJ Edward II aione granted elgKt dlfferent 

ones between 1309 and 1)21. ~~tween 1383 and 1386 
, l-~ ~ 

R1chard II granted' three. 186 ~e cannot est1mate w1th 

certalnty the number of oorrodars present at any one 

tlme because the k1ng had a free hand whenever the 

abbey waa vacant, and Bome of the enrollmenta in the 

'Patent and Close Holls refer to names of oorrodara or 

pensloners whose aotnal appolntments were not prev10usly 

recorded. The persons rece1vlng the grants conslsted 

ma1nly of the klng's clerke, though 1n one ~nBtanoe 

the klng's surgeon recelved a oorrody and, in another 
187' the klng's m1netrel was the reoiplent. The grants 

usually conslsted of "food and olothlng and other 
'188 necessarles." In one case It was speclfled that 

the reolple~t should "have a 1'1 ttlng chamber to dwell 

~1thln the Abbey enoloBure. H189 Ocoaslonally the abbe1 

was also expected to put up w1th add1t1onsi grooms and 

horses of the appo1ntee. Bl the end ot the th1rteenth 
-' 

century 1t had also become customary for the k1ng. upon 

the eleotlon of a ne. abbot, to demand a pens10n tor one 

of his olerks unttl a sul table benef10e in the gltt 

ot the abbot shouid tall vacant. 190 Ed~~ II exerc1sed 

o 
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th1s rlght ln 1)1) after the elect1on.of Abbot Rlchard 

de Draughton, as dld Edward III 1ft 1))6 and Richard II 

ln, 138).19,1 

Whlle the presence of penSloners and oorrodars dld 

Intrude on monast1c observance and may have been one 
192 faotor ln the decline or monastl0 dlsclpllne, It ls 

evldent that the abbey objected to their presence more 

on grounds of expenae than anythlng else. Protesta were 

made, but orten ln valn. In 1)0) the abbot and conven~ 
L' 

were requested by Edward l tb admlt Roger de Ussher, 

together wl th two horses and two grooms, "to f1nd hlm 

ln food and clothlng and other necessar1es for hls l1fe." 

The convent wrote back saylng that they were already 

burdened wlth the presence o~ W1ll1am de Camera, the 
l 

klng t s serjeant, by a slml1ar request. The k1ng 

reaponded by remlttlng the second horse and groom 

demanded. but nevertheless pursued h1s olalm for the 

oorrody to be granted. 193 In thls case, the unrortunate 
; 

Roger was apparently sent back and forth between ~,ury 
, 

St. Edmunds and El~ untll he flnally round ~ls plàce 

at Ely. 194 The protest thus had some effect. Another 

request by Edward II ln 1)17 had ~pparently led to 

1nactlon on 'the part of the abbot and convent. The 

abbot ns ordered to appea~~'(before the k1ng 11' he could 

not grant the corrody, ànd Chanoery was dlrected to 

.. 

195 
lnltlate proceedlngs agalnst the abbot for ~oncompllance. 

A more successfuJ. protest ln 1336 brought'11 grant by th~ 

1J 
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e . k1ng that no more corrodles should be 'asked of the 

" master and brothers of the HQsp1 tal ôt" St. Saviour. 

a dependency of the abbey. because there were 1nsuffloient 
196 funds to support any addl tu,nal ones. 

The amounts o~ money pald by way of support in 

add1t1on to the grants of food ahd cloth1ng varled 

conslderdbly. One Christiana de Ros had been granted 

an annual pens10n of twenty-two shIllings by the 

convent at the request of Que,en Philippa, and 1n 1336 

Martin de Ixnyng. a klng's clerk awaiting a beneflce. 

had a penslon of one hundred Shillings a year paid out . ( 
o~ the abbot's hou~ehold.197 Two other pens10ns ln the 

mId-fourteenth century were for five marks and fort y 
198 ' shlllings per year respectlvely. Although lt could 

be argued that these expenses werc not·much ln terms of 

the total revenues, we must a1so conslder the tact that 
o 

ln any one year there were probably a number ot ~orrodars 

and pensioners present. That the abbey did ln tact 
'" 

protest ls also evldenct tha~ they were regRrded as 
1 

sources of flnancial dlfflculty and annoyance. 

The expenses of runnlng an establlshment the 

size of Burf~~·~Edmunds ln the fourteenth century 
(> 

demanded that the aboot and oonvent attempt to maintaln, 

at every point they could. their rlghts to aIl sources Q "; 
o~'revenues and that they seek new ways to expand thelr 

lncome. Assoclated wlth thes& etfo~ts. however, came 
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the necessary outlayS to pay for charters from the 

kIng, fines for licenceS to acquire-land and rents, and 

fees to oover ,the extens1 ve Il t1gation .. entered In~1 

in the furtherance of these alms. The king C?Ulj{ 

frequently make the grantlng'of a c~~rter a prot(~ble . 
busIness. In ,1281 Abbot John de Northwold and'the 

convent obtalned a charter confirmlng thelr separatldn_ 

of goods st the enormous pri ce o~ 1,000 marks. and ln 

1349 ;1JOO miS pald ,dJrectly into the king' fil camera 
o ' / 199 

for the confirmation of a prevlous oharter of 11bertleB. 

These charges might ~eem to be out of proportion to 

the actual grants, ,but the abbey waB obvlously oonsclous 

of the need to eecur~ and proteot their long-established 
MI 

, . r' 
rlghts and looked upon the expense as a wise' investment 

for the future. 200 1 

Of lees expense, but of equal neoesslt~, were the 

fines ,paid to the king for licences to acquire land 
.. 

allenàted to the monastery. Obt~ining the lIcences 

" was not always easy, and an Inqul~ltl~~ was made by t~ 
" ., 

royal escheator to determine what loss would be 

suffered by the ktng as' the result of any alienation 

of property to the Churoh. The fines for the lioences 

repre,sented more tnan Just ~he expenses ~r ,the . 
inquis1tion. they Inoluded some oomp!nsatlon. although 

1n some cases no fines were charged ln order ta $how 

royal good-wll1 towards the Ch~ch. 
e 1 

One common type, 

of ' icence was an 1nolusive 'one wh10h allowed an abbey , :;, 
r .. ~ , 

'-' 
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1 

to acqulre new land up to a speclfled value. In 8uch ,... 
cases, no further flne would be necessary, although 

1 

the abbey lfould have to wal t t'or the lf1q~lSl tlon to 
201 take plaoe before comlng Into possess10n of' the prop~rty. 

For Bury St. Edmunds there 18 evldence of bot~ types o~ 
~ 

licenoes. Edward rI' in " 1313 granted a licenoe for the 

abbot and convent to acqulre ln mortmain lands and 

rents to the value of i40 ~er'year tlfor the sustenanoe 

of the office of the chamberlaln. u202 There ls no fine 
, 

reoorded for thls partlcular licence nor any subsequent 

fines untl1 the en~ of the fourte&nth century, but 

between '1380 and 1'392. the' abbot and' convent pald a 
1 

total of i.62 6s. 8d for fl ve separate' licences. ~or one 

of these ln 1391. they were charged l~O.20J 
The maintenance of old rlghts and the pursult of 

new pr1 vlleges demanded a staf"f of clerks', who could 

present petitions, request rene~ls of charters and 

obtaln the nècessary licences. But ln add1tlon~to 

these costs were the expenses Involved in the constant 

11tlgatlon whlch the abbot and convent pursued ln the 
, 

varl-ous royal and papal courts. Pa~ents -~4 to he 

made to attorneys and proctors and thelr sta(fs. The 
.. 

abbot' s steward also spent much- tlme turthe.':"lng the 

cause of th~ monastery st no 1.1 ttle expense '~to the 

abbot, who vaS bound to provlde hill w~th "t'our hor~es 

and travellIng expenses w]Qen he ns engaged on the 
204 abbot's business. There vere ..expenses oC. presenting 

<> 

\~ 
1 
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~lt1ons ~nd obtalnlng wr1ts t'rom 'thé k1ng. ln 1)41 v 

th~bbot }'laid 40e. for the rlght to trY' a case of, 

aseaul t Invol v1ng h1s ba.111ffs and the tOlmsmen, and 

ln 1360 he pald '30s. to obtaln a oommiss10n of' oyer and 

term1ner to lnvestlgate "trespaeses, oppressions. 
205 

extortlons and excesses u agalnst his servants. The 

1 oonstant expenses of pursuing clalms and de-"endlng 

"-rlghts was not unusual. BurY' St. Edmunds refleots the 

trend of monastlc bus1ness ln the, la ter Mlddl, Ages, ln 
~ 

a perlod when long-establ1shed. rlghts were heing 

threatened, '1 t 'n8 onlY' natural that the mOnAsterles 

should Involve themselves ln l1tlgat1on. "Thelr purse 
206 

waa long and pat1ence gr4!at." oommenta one histor1an. 

Whlle lt oould he argued t~t thelr purse was not Ba 

lo~, these were neoessary expensea 1f the abbey "18hed 
, , 

to ma1ntsln 1 ta posl't1on ln the ohanglng "orl~ ot' the 

rourteenth oen~ury. • 

ThUB far 1re have oons 14ered the types of expend1 turea 

whlch W8'1ld ~ f'alrly oonstant tZ:0ll year to ;year tor the 
~ . 

abber' household expenaea or the abbot and convent. 
• < 

hospl taii ty. maintenanoe ot pens1onera, and pS11llenta 

to the centrai government tor the malntenanoe or 

extens'lon o~ rlghta and ,prlv11egel. If a °caretul 
, 

adm1nlstra t10n or the revenues were malntalned. 1 t 

would appear that the normal expënsea oou1d be met. 1 t 
\. 

would. of oourse, demand the clole a~ountlna b1' .the 
.' 

lmportant obed1entlarlea and the general supel"V'ls101'1 ot 

, , 
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,the dlsbursements by the abbot and his advisors. But 

lt la olear that there lfere periods of great f1nancial 

stress for Bury St. Edmunds ln the fourteenth century. 

and part of the explanatlon may l1e in, thA heavy, and 

not always predlotable. demands of the roya.l government 
f 

and thf papacy. The demanda of taxation. 'partlcularl,y 

durlng the Hundred Years' War; velghed as heavl1y upon 
207 . 

the clergy as upon the lal ty 1 despl te the a ttempts of 

the olergy to 11ghten thelr burden, they dld pay, and 

Bury St. Edmunds felt the t'ull e~fect. 

~~ Several examples trom Bury St. Edmunds l11ustrate f 

the fact that the' payments of both roya~ and papal 

taxes dur1ng the la ter M1ddle Ages M'ere not alwaye 

wil1ingly made. Although 1t can be argued that the 

demands made on the clergy by tl:le '1ctng and the papacy 
f'r, 

were. to somJJ extent •. just1f1ed. they vere !nescapable 

and constant. Durlng the relgn of Edward l the abbey 

had sur~ered trom tvo bad experlenoes. In 1294, the 
• 

king selzed one-halt' ot the èplr1 tuaI and temporal 

revenues. and the.abbey was toroed to contrlbute 
208 

{6S5 111. - In 1297. as the resul t of' oler! cal 
". 

acqulescence te? Bonitace VIII's Clerlc1s Lg.loos, Hall 

the goods ot the abbot and donvent ,·r Bury St. Edmunds 

vere conttscated and all the1r manora together w1 th 

St. Edlllumi's borough. ~209 Although thls,1fa8 onlt a " 
" 

temporar)' measure used to t'oroe the cl;1urch to auccumb 

to ro,al demanda and the 800d8 ~ere restored t~e pam.e 

) 

.t 

, 
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210 year. the Aotion d1d not alt wellwlth the o:f"t'lc1als 

01 the abbey., Desplte these extraordlnaryactions, lt 

lB lnterestlng to note that ln 1298 the royal request 

tor a tenth nB more 1I'1l11ngly grnnted--the Bury chronlcJ er's 

att1tude reveals that the elergy was not always unrespons1ve 

to the needs of the klngdoml 

This grant of the cIerg,. gave rlse to comment 
among certa.fn.'people beoause th1s year they had 
contrl buted voluntarl1y what another yesr they had 
reruse~ even under compuls1on. ~ thls lt may he 
anslfered tha t on thla oocas1on e war undertaken 
la lawtul because 1 t 19 f'oup:ht r the sarety o't 
the klngdom and common weal, whloh ls greatly 
damaged by enemy incursions, and It la even more 
lawfui te re-s1st by force of arma threatJ3 to 
overthrow the realm in whloh the property of 
everyone la obv1oualy lnvolved. for to covet ' 
other people's possess2îis ls qulte ~lft'erent 
t'rom guardlng our OWJl. ' 

Ho.ever. the gene~l attltu~ of the endowed 
;' 
1 

olergy. and of Bury St. Edmunds. durlng the fourteenth 1 

century WBS more proteotlve of Jtol erlcai 1ndependence and 

wealth. iThe taxatlo'n occasloned by fhe Hundred Yeare' 

Var .t~gether vith the demamis of the AVigncmese papaoy 

dur1.ng th1a per10d dld not grOlf any 1ess onerous .• ~ and 
t 

-
the7 presented sever.al"probl6ms for the abbey_ One 

~roblem wea that of the assessment and a determlnatlon 

of wbat goods were to be taxed. Although It 18 qulte 
'" 

true tha t asse8smfints of oler1~1 propert;v .~ 

under-a88essDlent of actual wealth, 1t sh.ould be noted 

that there vere protesta on the part of the monasterles. 

:Both the "abbot and con'V'ent ot' ~~ protested IteD18 ln 

the valuat10n ot 1291 and Bucceeded ln reduolng thelr 

'te l , ft 

, 

t: 
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. oblIgatIons. Aooordlng to the fInal valuatlon, the' tenth 

payable on the abbot's port1on amounted >ta 1.76 l)s. Q.d 

and on the eonvènt's portlon 1109, 16s. 10;d for temporallt1es 

. and [26 12s. for splr1 tuaI1 t1es. 212 In terms of the annUal 

• Inoome of the abbey t 1 t would appear then that the tenths 

would not present a large problem and 'that the payment 

eould ea811y be met. But ve must also.oonaider the fact 

that the abbey 6tten ~d a dual ob11gatlon to both pope 

and k1ng and that property acqulred after the 1291 valuatlon 
~ 

213 
'iraS also subjeot to as&essment and taxat1on. ConfusIon 

over what property was subject'to royal ta)fes w~s also 

evldent. In 1341 the pr10r and oonvent ob.1ected to · 

paying the wool tax granted by Par11ament on the grounds 

that thelr goods were separated from those of the abbot 
, 

and that they had already pa1d the1r tenth on the1r 

temporallt1es annexed to splr1tual1tles whlch had~e 
214 

acqulred slnee 1291. The oonfusion of' the 001 eto 

w&s understandable,215but the objeotlon ralsed 11lustrates 

that the pr10r and oonvent vere anxioua to guard aIl of 

thelr rlghts and saw taxatIon asa neeessary but unweloome 
\ 

burden. 

The demands df t&Xatlon. whether the, were grants 

made ln Convocation or ln Par11ament, grants b7, the pope 

,,?o the klng, or papal lncome tal:es were oonstant 
. 216 l '11-expend1 tures, and the.e fa1r ., regu.a.ar exactlons 

should have been roreseen~and planned tor br the - .. 
respons1ble monast1c officials. But there'was an 
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additlonai problem here whlch sometlmes made thls 

dltf1cult. Although payment o~ the tenths on the abbôt's 

portIon was excused durlng a vacancy. the heavy expenses ~ 

tor both the abbot and oonvent whIoh occurred at this 

tlme meant that any demand tor a lump sum payment • 

whether ln the form of a tax or s torced loan. ln the 

years Immedlstely follow1ng 8 vacancy wauld be a serious 

stra1n on the resources.. In 1313" Just three months , 

after the restitut10n ot the newly-elected abbot's 

temporal1tles, Edward II requested the abbot and oonvent 

to lend hlm 300 r.6arkis in a1d of the campalgn against the " 

Scots. and ln 1.:315 they vere aga1n requested to lend 
217 

.1200. These demands came at a tlme .,hen the abbey WBS 

recoverlng from 'vacancy expenses whlch were so great as 
• . 218 

to requ1re the Bbbey to mortgage 1ts property. Foreed 

loans or requests tor advance payments of the taxes were 

a1so a source ot dltf1culty.219 WhIle It ls true that the 

l08ns ta the k1ng were generally repald ln the tora ot 
, 

remlssion trom the next·tenth. lt .as neverthe1ess a 

praetice whleh oould he damaging to 1:he abbey's tlnanclal .... -.. 

stab11Ity lt the occurred at an Inconvenient tlme. 
, 1 

That the endowed olergy felt the matter ot royal 

te.xation on thelr possesslons to he an issue ot great 

ooncern la demonetrated by the1r oont1nued Ins18tebce 

on grant1ng 8ubs1dles 1ndependen~lT ln CODyocatlon and 

b7 the1r reaot1one to p$r1od10 clalms ot clerlcal d1s
endowment. One small h1nt eUgge8ts that auob a oonO&rn 

. 
~ , .~ ;.~;:~~:~ 
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~A manuscr1pt copy of the art10les subm1tted to the 

Parllament ot 1371 by two Austin ~rlars who argued ~or 

clerical disendowment and respons1bl11ty ln f1nano1al 

oontrlbutions to the government has b~en 1dentifled 
. 220 as belonglng to Bury St. Edmunds. The presence o~ the 

, 
copy of 'the articles at Bury may Indlcate that Abbot 

John de Brlnkeley, ln hls capaclty aB P~esldent of the 

Benedlct1ne Frov1nci~1 Chapter • .as conslderlng wrlting 

a reply on behalf ot the monastl0 orders. Whether thls 

was Indeed the case, as V1v1an GalbraIth suggests, may -
not be ascerta1nable, but 1t does Ind1cate that the 

1ssue of taxatIon was an 1mportant cne for 'Bury, not 

only troM the standpolnt of flnanc1al management but 

also trom the ,standpolnt of olerical Independenoe and 

monastlc surv1val. 

But. ,royal taxation was not. the onl,. souroe ot 

flnanolal dlf~loulty for the Abbey. A more ser10us one. 

in.some respects, -.as the burden of P8yment at the time 

01' a vaeancy ln the abbey. Beth the convent and the 

abbot were oharged with payments to either the papacy 

or te the- klrl$. and It Is preciselY st these tlmes that 

we 1'lnd the abbey ln 1 ta most serlouB :tlnanclal poal tion. 

Prior to 1304, the normal procedure during a 

vacancy at Bury ~t. Bdmunds 1188 tor the king! 8 escheator 

to take sei8in ot the abbot's temporalitles and to 

admIn18ter the revenues, renderI~g acoount to the kIng 

, ... 

'. 
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" , 
for the abbot's ~ The temporal1tIes Mere then 

~ ~ -~ 

res-tored to ~~bbot 800n at"ter papal eonflrm.stlon 11&d 

been obtained. There vere obv10us dlftloultles- as'soclated 

"lth thls prooedure. Unless the ra were a carefully drawn . 

d1stlnct1on between the abboë's and convent's revenues, It 

.as entire ly poss Lble for the oonvent' s portIon to be 

selzed along wlth the port1on bel~nglng ta the abbot, 

reaultlng ln a loss of revenue to the abbey. A turther 
Cil 

dltfiouity was the posslbl11ty of an extortionate 

escheator admlnlsterlng the abbey's revenues tor h1s own, 

or the k1ng's beneflt. These difficuities had arisen at 
~ 

Bury St~ Edmunds in the past. During the vaoanoy of 1279. 

the klng had serzed the convent1s propert,. along wlth 

that 01" t~e abbbta ln the Mords of the Bury chronlcler, 

"suoh a thlng ns unheard 01" before. The convent' s 

property could not be wrung trom his grasp el ther by 
221 prayer or prlee.", In' order to guard against suoh an 

, 
ooourrenoe ln the futu:e, the Abbey ln 1281 obtained a 

oharter trom 'the kIng detaI11ng the separation 01" 

property, but they pa1d dearly tor the prlv11ege. 1.000 
222 marks. The e%pensea of the oharter were probably 

justitiable in the eyea of the monastio otf10iala, but 

It represented a cons1derable outlay whloh oould oolY 

ha,e added to the tinanolal burden.ot the Abbey at the 

end 01' the thlrteenth centu". However, "the charter 

dld prevent any lrregular act10n durlng the subsequent 

vacanciel 01' the abbey. the ten-month vacanoy trom 

". . , 

. . 
... 
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November l, 1301 untI1 August 10, 1302'was apparently 

handled in a normsl and aooeptable fsshion. 223 
1 

Th1s method of adm1nistrat1on durlng a vacancy .as 

" ohanged st many'Bened1ctine abbeys in the f\urteenth 

.. oentury to a system whereby the pr10r an~~vent vere 

allQwed, ln cons1deration of a f1xed sum, the oustody , 

.-

of the abbot'a barony dur1ng the v!lesnoy. From the 

8tsndpo1nt of 1nternal adm1n1strat1on and managerl~l 

oonvenlenoe. thls was probabl~ 8 preferable procedure. 

The removal 01' a posslbly extortlonate esoheator was 

benet'lo1al, but the priee pa1d each tlme .as hlgh. 224 

In 1304, the king granted ta the prior and convent of 

Bury the rlght to oustody of all temporalltles ot' the 

abbot (except t'or prot'Its trom knlghts' tees and except . 
1 • 

tor advoweons) 1 a t'Ine 'of 1,200 marks vas to be paid for 

a vacancl of one year or less, and on a pro rata basls 
225 for vaoancles exceeding ope year. In comparlson w1th 

other monasterles where th1a sy8tem was Int~oduced. Bur7's 

rate ot PAyment wss high. Ramsey abbey, pald 600 marks 

tor the tiret thlrty monthe of a vacanoy, ~t. Albane 

paid 1.000 marks tor the rull vacancy. St. August1ne's. 

Canterbury, pald only 600 marks outrlght. and Peterborough 

pald onl,. 4CO _rkll tor an entlre va canOT • 226 Wherf <, 

S-
eUDllnlng the tlnano~s:l problema or BurT St. Edmund_ ln 

-
the tOU!teenth eentur.t. lt 18 nece,eary to bear,thle 

expenae ln .1nd. The Abbe)': was vacant 81x tlme8 bet .. en 
... 

1301"and 1389. and &.1de trom the four and a balt year P 

).', 

1 

, \ 
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v~oanoy due ta the oontusion over the legallty ot .. '. 
Edmund Bromfleld's prov1s10n between 1379 and 138), no 

vacanoy lS8ted more than ten months. 227 Although trom 

the-managerial point of view the convent probably felt 

more. secure under thls 87stem, i t ls a1.80 evldent that 

the payments to the klng'represented-a burden, especlally 

when the expenses or obtalnlng papal oonfirmatlon for 

the eleotlon ot the abbots of Bury were also extremely 

heavy. 

It was, however. poss1ble ~or the abbey to seek 

relief trom the king when vacanoy and oonfirmation 

--. expenses-.l{~re exoesslvely burdensome. In 1302 the king 

Instruoted the sherlff ot Essex thst the newly eleoted 

abbot, Tli\lmas of Totlngton. "as not to be pressed tor 

the payment of an aid for the marr1age of the kln~f~ 

daughter. The heavy elect10n expense8 were olted as 

the resson. and the same reason was glven ln. 1304 .hen 

the king remitted the mutual debts ot the.Abbey and the 
228 1 

orown. The serious dlfficultles. de1&18 and expen~8 

ralsed by the confused eleotlon ot Abbot John Tlmworth 

.ere somewhat relleved .hen the king ln 1380'excused the 
229 ' 

Abbey trom paying 700 Of the 1,200 marks due. 'The Abbey 
, . 

8180 had dlftloulty ln meet!n! the flx~d P8yment tor the 
,r 

nlne-month .. canoy lasting from January 1 untl1 October 8, 

1)89. In Mat~ 1389 and agaln in 1390, a poatponement was 

seoured, and the abbey vas flnall)' allowed to pa7 at the ' 

2.30 rate ot i100 per year. The problem ot suoh P8ymenta 

lIIf "',-
.. _,..~~d~ 
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w&s finally-soived ln 1396 when the abbey secured the rlght 

to substl tu te an annual payment of f.. 40 to the klng for 

r the rlght to admlnlster the abbot's temporaiities durlng 

a vacanoy. Although securlng thI! rlght cost the abbot 

and convent together i249 3s. 4d. the rellef thus· obtained 

.as weIl worth the expenee. 231 

The payments made to the kIng were. however, only 

one part of the expenses faoed by the abbey at the time 

of an eiection. Beèause the abbey o~ Bury St. Edmunds 
l 

waS one of the f1ve Bened1ctine houses exempt from 

episcopai jurlsdiotlon, the abbot was required to obtaln 
;' 

hls conflrmatlonoo~ eleotlon ln -person st tne papal Curla~2~2 

There were several heavy expenses 8ssoclated wlth this 

venture. travellIng expenses. llvln~ expenses for 

himself and hls entourage. gratultles, and payments for 

papal lettera were aIl part of the neoesBary,ltems. But 

-'the most ser10us expense W8S the payment of the papal 

servloe taxes demanded at the time. The "oommon servIce" 

payment, theoretically amountlng to one-thlrd of the 

groBs Income of the abbot was, for Bury St. Edmunds. flxed 

at the rate of 2,500 flor~ns (about t416 138. 4d sterlIng) 

beglnnlng ln 1302.233 In addltlon to the oommon servloe 

I.q1, taxes, the abbots were also obl1ged to P&Y the tive 
V 

"petty serv10e" taxes ( a var1able amount calculated ~J 

d~~1d1ng one-haIt ot the oommon servloe payment by the 

number' of Cardlnale ln the papal court for 'eaoh pett7 
, 

servlce) and the t'sacrau and the "subdeacon. t'lro lesaer 
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: e payments .• 2,34 Berore the sbbot received his bull or 

contlrmatldn trom the papacy, he wes requl~ed to take 

an oath that he would fuIrill the terms of the payment, 

usually these payments were to be made in two lnstallments 

within fourteen to sixteen months after confirmat1on. 

U .. .Dur1ng the fourteenth. century the payments ~re rsrely 
""" J 

"" 

made lri person st the Curlal lnatesd, the prelate would 

employa proctor, uBually drawn from one of the Itsllan 

banklng f1rme, to fult1l1 the terme. The bankers could 

also be of serv1cel9y turntehlng loans to an abbot in 

tlnanclal dlrrlcultles. In suoh a ~aset the prelate would 

obtaln~ lieenee tram the pope enabllng hlm to orf~ hie 

goods and the gOOdS of his oonvent as securlty. 2J5 

EvIdence trom Bury St. Edmunds oonfirma that the 

abbote followed thése prsctices and that the heavy expenses 

for papal conf1rmation vere a source of rinanclal dlrficulty 

tor the Abbey. The electlon expenses for Thomas ot 
" 

Totlngton ln 1)02 came at a tlme of ser10us flnanc1al 

stress for the Abbey. He reques~ed and reeelved perm1ssion ' 
o 

trom the pope to oontract a loan ot 1.250 marks ln July. 

1302 to meet the expenses,2J6and agaln ln 131) Abbot-elect 

Rlchard de Draughton MaS torced to mortgage ~s possesslons 

to the Bardi ln ord~r to cover the 3,000 tlorins demanded 

trom hlm.237 Aithough ~n both lnstances some rellef had 

been obtalned t'rOll the klng regardlng taxa tl on ~ the total 

erpenses resultlng trom the vacanoles vere considerable. 
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the expenses at the papacy amounted to.about 1500, and 

the 1,200 mark fine allowlng custody of the abbotrs 
c' 

c' 

barony brought the total obligations ot the Abbey fn 

1313 to .i1.300. Clearly, these peyments burdened the 

abbey, and they dld not beoome Any lighter as the century 
/ 

progressed. 

Abbot William de Bernham's obligation for. the common 
~ 

service paymentB wes pald in In~àllments 1n 1336 and 1337 
• 

through h1s proctor Foreslus FBlconerli, a member of e1ther 

the Albert1 or Bardl banklng house: and there Is evldençe 

that he.had been requlred to raiae loans in order to meet 

the efpenses. 238 Although John de, Brlnkeley, provlded to 

the abbey August 4, 1361, made hls obIlgatlon st the Cur~a 

for the 2,500 florins ln September, 1361, no reoords of 

payments have been tound. 239 Slml1arly, no record of elther 

an obllgatlon or payment la round ln 1379 when Edmund 

Bromfleld vas provlded to the abbey, It ~s probable that 
" , 

he dld not pay beoause of the royal opposltlon to his 
- 24b 

electlon and because of hls-1mprlsonment. Thls, created 

• major problem when John Tlmworth .as flnally oonflrmed ln 

1385, for amounts left unpald b~ prevlous abbots were~tl1l 

demanded by the papacy. Although Abbot Tlmworth was n~ 

requlred to go to the CUria to ~ke t:ls obllgatlon in 

person, it Is probable that he vas requlre~ ta pay the 

tees tcr both John de Brinkeley and Edmund Bromfield in 
0241 

additlon to his ovn expen8e8~ o 

p 

D 
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The confuslon caused by the e~~lon prooeedlngs 

v,, at the abbey trom 1379 to 1385. ~Rat~ack on the a~bey 

in 1381, and the royal and papal expenses fac~d because 

or the ro~ and a'half yea~ vacanoy ~eBulted ln severe 
() ~I(j ôG ~ 

economlc problems for the abbey ln ~he latter part of 
o 

the fourteenth century. I~ ls true that th~ king 
" 

remltted 700 of the 1.200 marks due hlm ln 1380. bu~' 
, . 

ln 1383 "Abbot-eleéttt Tlmworth cl ted eurrent debts of 
v \' 

1.700 marks and suoeeedéd ln persuading the 'convent to 
~ ,é, • 24~ 

contribute i790 9s. 9d towards this l~debtedness. That 
l 

the f1nanelal difr1cultl~ pers1.sted 11s t ~,&~~en'c~d ~Y the 
I~ 1) 

fact that William Cratfleld's payments toboth the-kIng 
". 

and the papacy Wêre delayed. 'Çratfieldls obllgatlo~~f 
{::..~ CI 

2.500 florins for the common servIce was made, in June; 
.. 

1389, 800 flo~lns had been-pald by August, 1389 and a further 

payment of
ça39 flor1ns waB made ln OctQber. 1J9P, st1ll 

/.0 ~ • 

l~,;I " 4 
leaving at least 861 flor!ns due the paPact. 2 3 In'1389 

the prior and convent did sucoeed ln obt$lnlng a post-
,,1 

v 

<Ronement for the 1.200 mark fIne~due the kl~. The, grant 
,_ cl.:> 

~~-(!'-r ~ t.. a / J 

was mede " ~/ 

ln cons1deratlon of thelr great expense. both 1n 
England and st the Roman cour~. ln proseeutlng 
the elect10n of Sir John Tymwortfi, de ceatted', as 
abbot. l~'savlng the k1ng's rlght. and a180 the 
~e:i;e~i~~~:mtg:!t;~!~d=2e~r 1~r~re pre~ent e~ectlon 

,-:Ql, 
Expenses assoclated wlth vacanc1es and elec~6ns 

ware a lDajor cause or flnanclal dlrtlcultle8 at many 

abbeys, especlally the ex~mpt Bened1ctine houses, durlng 

r 

• 
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the fourteenth century. R.i. Snape ha~ calculated the, 

average cost of confIrmation payments and expenses at the 
, '245 

papacy st J..958, thls estimate would pro~bly not be 
" 

far of-\"- 'When applled to ;~ilr-1._ 

amounteÀ to [416 1)s. 4d. but the addl tlonal t'1ve petty 

The' common serv1ce tax 

" ' , 
_""'ri ~ 

and "subdeacon" wdüld have brought services and the "sacrat! 

the total ln" 'taxes alone 
J - • 246 

to weIl over ~OO. In' addition, 

there would, of course, be the trave~llng and living 

expenses, (plus the varlous fees for letter\ and l1cenoes 
:> 

obtalned at the papal court. Evidenoe t'rom the thl,rteenth 
" u 

century suggests that the total expenses for. the papal 

conflr~t1on were oommensurate with Snape's figure 1 ln 
, ! . 
1.257 )he to~l expenses for Abbot S1~on de Luton 1 s 

1'" 

confirmat1on amounted to .l2,OOO, and ln 1279 Abbot John 
, . 

Northwold's expenses for his jaurney to Rome amounted to 
2~7 1 • 

1,,675 marks lOs. 9d. , It lB olear that =the expenBes ln 

the fourteenth century d1~ not by àny_means lesse~, and 

that the to~l, burden for both the abbot""" and the oonvent 

to the pope ~. to the king would have amounted to at 
, . 

liast ..fl.250 t'or each election. In some re8~ects. BurY' 

St. Edmunds 1mB more fortunate that othet abbeys. Unllke 

St. Albans, where there were rive vaoancles wlthln a 
248 

rlfty year perlod ,and where the burdens werE- "s1m.llar, 
ô 

Bury St. Edmu,nds was vacant on1y s1x tlmes durlng the 
. 

century. though a quiok sucoegslon of vacancies at the 

end ot the century çpntrlbuted to the tlnanclal lnstab'1t1.ty 

atter 1379. 

J 
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Rellef. h01fever'. wa8 obtalned st 'the end of the 

century •. Just as the -convent in 1396 had converted 1 ts 

bustody payment to the klng lnto.an annuel payment o~ 
~. 

i40, the abbot of Bury, wlth t~e help of t'he k1ng, obta).ried 

. s slml1sr grant trom Pope Boniface IX .ln 1398. The abbot 
1 0 

,WQS,no longer required to' seek papal confirmation for 
.. 

electlon. and an annual payment of 20 marks payable t~ 

the papal eçllector ln England was substltuted for the 
. 249 :'If ' ~ 

service taxes hl therto collected. D~spl te the ~t 

that thls p,;:)'Vllegè cost the abbot .[756 la,. Jtd,250the 
, } . 

rellef thus obtalned, together ."lth the .rellef obtalried 

on/ the part of ~he convent. was s1gn1flcant and was one 
.., 

oontrlbutlng" faotor, to the ,lml'roved flnanclal 

of the abbey ln the f1fteenth cem(ury. 
, 0 

IV. Factors ln Flna.Dclal Management . 
"< 

stab111 ty 

The record of flnanclal. and eeonom1c adm1nistrat1on 

st Bury St. Edmunds ln the fourteenth century Is not 
'- - <Jo 

part1cularly reassur1ng: but 1t was not._by any means. 

unus·ual. 251 The monasterles of the fourteenth century 

were vlot1ms,:s ex~ernal clrcumBt~nces or eoonoml0 faotors 

often beyond thelr oontrol a~ mu~h as they were victims 

of thelr own m1sma~ment and Iaok of admlnlstratl ve 

talent. Certa1nly. these two trends are ev1dent "at 

Bury St. Edmunds. and 1 t would be usetul st thls point 
, 

to exam1ne in more datail the underlYlng causes of 

financlal dlstress together wlth an 1ndIcat1on of both 



, 

.' 
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the pollo1es ~otually adopted and the posslbl11tles open. 

to the monastl0 ad-mlnlstrators responslble for the 

flnanclal stabl11ty. 

,One pers1stent factor accountlng' for the f'lnanclal 

dlfflcultles was obvloùsly the very ~eavy vaoanoy e~penses 

already noted. Although the lnoidence of vaoaney was 

hardly predlctable and therefore presented a' factor 

beyond monastio oontrol, the expenses.assooiated wlth 
b 

the,vaeanoy. heavy though they were. remalned lergely 

the same throughout the perlod. It mlght have been advlsable 

under these conditions ~or the abbot and the oonvent to 

have establlshed a oontlngency fund in expeotatrbn of 

these expenses. There ls llttle evlùence to suggest that 

thls wa8 done and more oompell1ng evldence to guggest that 

lnstead, the vaoancy payments were dlffleult to meet and 

~hus led to a situatIon where eaoh abbot began his period 

of rule already saddled with financial burdens. 

A second factor whloh waS Inesoapable, and to some 
f, 

degree uncontrollable, was the general eoonoml0 trend of 

the per.lod. ,,!l'he abbey :faoed flnanc1al d1ftloultles t'rom 

the r1s1ng cost o~ labor on Ito astates, inoreasing war 
(]:9 

taxat1on, and the neoesslty of'maintalning the mon&stl0 

household. To somt' degree, the po11cles or oommutat1on, 

lesses. and farm1ng out the demeane land' vere 'rPos 1 t1 ve 

st.ps, but they d1d not deal v1th th~ problem oompletel, • 
. 

The abbey was still relying on a relatlvely tlxed Income~ 

'not an~expandlng one, and 1ts pollc1ea towards 1t8 tenants 

t 
\ 

) 
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as a result of thls situation di~ not contrlbute to 

external stabl11ty. Although spirltual revenues h.d 

never been a very large proport1on of the total, revenues, 

.the drop ln offerlngs and the evldent decllne ln donatlons 

o~ land and rents to the abbey for p10us purposes
Q 

d1d 

affect the abbey's finances and reflected the deolinlrtg 

prestige of the monaster1es ln the later Middle Ages. Far 

more ser1ous, trom the standpolnt of solvlng the problem. 

waS the characterlst1c tendency for the abbey not to cut 

down on runnlng expenses to any large degree. Although 

the monastlc population of the house dld decllne ln the 

f'ourteenth century. the s'tandard of liv1ng en.1oyed ns 

ev1dently malntained. and the number ot servants, corrodars 

and pens10ners w1th thelr attendant requirements waS a 

source ·or s,tra-1n. 

The thlrd and perhaps MoSt important faotor expla1n1ng 
" " . the underly1ng causes of' f1nanc1al d1ff1cultles was 

mismanagement stemmlng from an administrative arrangement 
, , 

uns~ltable for dea11ng wlth the complexltles of economl0 

pressures and tram a lack ot good adminlstratlve talent 
\ " 

on the part of monastlc offlc1als. The internaI arrangement 

for the adm1n1strat1on of the abbey's flnances was a 
• 1 

serlous weakness and had been a source ot ditflcul ty in 
" r the past. The obedl'entlary system as lt tunctloned at 

Bury St. Edmunds 1eft the recelpts, expendl tures and

asslgned revenues ln the hands ot each obed1entlary. .1 th-
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the cellarer (and later the treasurer) 'respons1ble for 

most of the unas~ned rev~nue of the oonvent. ,Dur1ng 

the late twelfth and th1~teenth centur1es, th1s deoentrallzed 

control of the f1nances had 1ed to many prob1ems. the 

. Most notlceable being the ever present poss1bl11ty of 

malfeasanoe and/or unohecked act10ns on the part or one .. 
obedlent1ary. wh1ch could 1n turn affect the general 

flnanclal cond1tion of the house. Earlier in Bury's 

hlstory Abbot Samson (1182-12!1) had made vlgorous 
, 1 

attempts to deal with thls situation by Inst1tuting a 

week1y aud1t o~ a1l the expendttures o~ the monastl0 

01'1'101als, Installlng his own olerk to oversee a particularly 

Inefflclent cellarer and.regulatlng the contraotlng of 

loans on the part 01' the obedlent1arles. These steps 
• were"necessary and effective, but Sa~son's high-handed 

; . 2.$2 policy arou~ed considerable opposition wlthln the convent. 

Conventual opposition to f1nane1a1 re1'orm was thus one 

tendeno;r whlch was dlfflcul t- to oounteract. 

Another problem arls1ng trom the departmentallzat10n 
. . 

ot monastlc flnanoes was the tendencT tor eaoh monastl0 . 
off1c1a1 to reta1n both the def1clts and sqrpluses ln 

'-~ ... 

his own band. This cou1d result in a situation where 

de1'l01 ta -wez'e carrled on .1 thin each o1'1'10e, loans .ere .. 

oontracted 1ndependently, and no attempt ,vas made 'ta 
, 

rep1enlsh the empty cofrers ot one obedlentla,ry trom 

elther a common ~nd ~r t.he surpluses of another monastl0 

of1'101a1. Slml1arly. surplusès und~r suoh a 81ste~·were 

( 
) 

o 
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not appiied to a general fund for the Rouse but were 

Jealously guarded bY 'each ,obedlentlary.253 

Steps towards correct1ng the obvlous abuses of th1s 
. 

decentralized arrangement ha~ been undertaken by the 

Benedictine chapters and Independently by some houses 

durlng the thlrteenth century. On a general level, bath 

the papacy and the Benediotlne General Chapters made 

serious efforts at" solvlng part of the problem. In 1222 

the Council of, Oxford under the leadersh1p of Stephen 

Langtop leglslated that the abbots and obed1ent1aries 

or BenedIct1ne houses should present elther bl-annual 

or quarterly accounts before a body ot monks chosen by 

the eonvent, the papal v1s1torB st Bt~y St. Edmunds 'and 

Westmlnst~r ln 12~ stressed thls, and presumablY thls 

was put into efteet a~ Bury.ZS4 Useful aS th1s leg1s1at1on 

was ln at_ least audltlng recelpts and expendltures. It dld 

~ no~ establlsh a e~ntral recelvlng office whlch could also 

dlsburse the requlred tunds to each obedlentlary. This 

na a later development ih S01Jle Eng11sh monasterles ./" 

and MaS largely the result ot Archblshop Pecham's 

Injunctlons to thlrteen houses requlrlng them to establlsh • 
central treasurles or bursar1es tor"tH1.s purpose. This 

sygtem had the double advantase of establlshlng a reserve 

tund for unexpected expenses and lnsurlng adequate control' 

over each obedlentlar7. Evidence ot 1ta sultabl11t7 18 

1raved br l~s succes8~1 adoption and appllc&tlo~t 

Chr1st Church. Canterbur7. and at Glastbnbur1. Readlng 
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and Glouoester. 2SS - c 

- . 
To what extent such a system .as applled at Bury 

St. Edmunds ls open to doubt. The abbey .as not a 

reolplent ot Peoham's Injunotlons. and although there 

certainly was a treasurer at the abbey ln the tourteenth 
.J ~ ~ • 

'century.'1t'1B more llkely that he tultll1ed the role 

ot looklng atter· the abjects kept ln the treasury. 

admlnlsterlng the una~slgned re~~ ot the convent. and 

audltlng t~e accounts ot some obedlentlarles. In short. 

he would a~ar to bo almp-ly another' obedlentlary'whO 

could alsQ'aot ln an Independent tash~on. not as a central -----reoelving and dlsbursing agent. 
1 

, 

\ ThIS posslbll1ty ls strengthened by three taots. 

In the tlrst place, the saorlst and the cellarer. tpe 
" 

two most Important obedlentlarl~s. kept sepante reoordS 

Dt reoelpts and expendltures and each had a statt ot 
~ 

clerks and bal11tts to asslst ln the colleotlon ot 

::revenues fnd dues. Although the treasurer mlght have 

audlted these accounta, It aeems unI1kely that he 

~ dlsbursed revenues to the sacrist and oellarer. who both 

tollo.ed rather Independent 11nes ln the adminlstration 

ot thelr rlghts. Seoondly. there 1. evldenoe that th~ 

treasurer dld oversee ~ ~oe~pt8 and expendlturesl 
\ 

a notatlon ln the P1nohbeci Reglster,ltealzes obedlentlarle.' 

allowanoea tor plttancea 41apenaed to ~e monks a~ servant. 

and 8peoltlcally states that e80h ottioer ls answerable 

.. . ' 

-

" 

.. • ...... .'~. ~.I«.~" 
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to the tressury tor the amount. 256 Flnâlly, there 18 a 

surviving âooount roli! of the "TreaBurer or Chamberlaln" 

datlng ~rom the perlo~ between 1349 and 1353 whlch shows 
d f 

yearly recelpts of l7S0 19~. 8d and expenses of 1542 
, 257 

17s. 11d. From the notatIons of, the types of 

expenditures (e.g. t payment of some hospltallty expenses, \ 

glfts, and repaym~nt of an outstanding loan oontracted 

by Abbot Riohard) lt would appear that l this officIal only 

admlnlstered those revenues wh1ch were not assigned to 

any 'other obedientiary and dld not aet ln the capacity of 

a general dlsbursing agent • 
.. 

The amount of Income and . - , 
expenses from this aoeount roll a1so suggests tn.t the . , ~ 

treasury at Bury did not tunction aS a general exohequer 

and that most obedientlaries retalned an Independent 

administra,tion of thelr révenues. It does not appear, 

theretore, that the hlghly centrallzed system ot tlnano1al 

administration so 8uocesstul at Christ Church, Canterbury. 

or Gloucester made Its appearanoe st Bury St. Edmunds. 

In the absence ot such an arrangement, it then 

tell to the abbot a8 the leader ot th~ oommunity to lnsure 

effioient adm1nistrat1on and tO'oversee the responsible 

monast10 off101als There was an obv1oUB neoessity to 

keep the abDot's revenues separate trom thoge'of the 

oonvent. but thls tact d1~ not necessarlly prevent a 

capable abbot trom undertaklng an energetlc role ln the , 

adm1nistrat1on or the entlre monasteJ7. It oould be done. 

" . 
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\Wltness Abbot Samson earller in Bury'~ history, or 

Thomas de la Mare at St. Albans, or Prior Eastry at 
258 

Christ Church--b~t the record of abbatial leadership 

at Bury St. Edmunds in the fourteenth century is not 

impresslve, to say the least. The welght ot custom and, 

precedent, unforeseen external pressures, and the 

oonstant ~nvolvement of the abbot ln business outslde 

the monastery oontrlbut~d as much to thls fallure as ;. -

d1d the lack ot admlnlst~atlve talent or weakness of 
lit 

character. Thë result, ln Any case, was unfortunate. 

Thomas of Totlngton f s rule began under the weight of 

auoh heavy expenses that he was obllged to break up h1s 
~ 

establishment and live tor a tlme on hls d1fterent 

ID&nor8. 25,9 Both ~~-chari de Draughton (1)13-13:35) and 

Wlll1am de Bernham (1)35-1361) vere unauocesstul ln 
1 

keep1ng the Abbey free rro~dlssenslon. attaok by the 

tenants, or lnternally stable, and t~e plc~re vas not 

lmproved br the contllots surroundlng the Intrusion ot 

the pro~lsor Edmund Bromfield and the ~lolenee ot the 

attack 1.1} 1381. 

Whlle lt ltould he manifestly talse to state that 

all'ot the abbote ot Bury ln the tourteenth century 

laoked talent. 1t would not ,appear that lnnovatlve 

leadership. oonstructlve re-o~ganlzatlon\ot tlnanolal 

admlnlstrat1on, or etfeotlve lo~range polleles made 

thelr appearance. The methode •• plo7ed tor meetlng 
, 

lmmed1ate tlnanclal dlttlcultles were slmLlarl, llmlted. 

nl 

~ 1 ...... ..,.~~~~~ ~:L; .. ""_ ~ ..... <;. ~~fJ"t*:;l_ 
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Contraot1ng loana, the appropr1at1on, of ohurckes, se1l1ng 

annu1tles and pens1ons, rely1ng on f1xed renta, and 

seek1ng royal ~1d ~ere al1 praot1oed, and_these devloes 

dld help to some degree. But the level ot bus1ness 

ab111ty was oerta~nly not outstand1ng, and that det101enoy 

only oompounded the problems whioh already ex1sted. ,)" 

The flnanc1al and economlc problems ot Bury St. 

Edmunds 1llustrate weIl the pos1t1on of monast101sm ln 

the later M1ddle Ages. An 1nst1t~t~on on the defens1ve, -- ~- - ---

~-oom~t1On-r;~m other torces w1thln the Church 
, 

and w1th1n the state, 1t needed leadersh1p capable ot 

des11ng wlth both the sp1r1tual and eeonomio concerns 

ot the age if it was to maln~aln an influential and 

beneri cial role 1fi thin 8001 e.ty • The underly1ng weal th 

9t Bury St.. Edmunds ns enough to 1nsure 1 ts oontinued 1 
existence, but i t could prevent ne,1 ther eoonom10 d1tticuftfes 

and .train, nor oould 1t prevent the inst1tution tr.om 

be1ng threatened b7 other foro~a w1th1n the tourteenth 

~' .:.: 
J .. ~ - ~ • # r"'.l ~_..! -"--_~_ ~ ................ _.J .... "' ... ""'"~\._1' .......... "_1 "",ct." IiIZ)iia' ~ 
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Footnotes 

1 . Knowles, Mgnastlc Order. p. 702. Accordlng to the 
Domesda' valuation, Bury was the firth wealthlest Beneglctlne 
house ln 1086. One Domesday survey 'for Bury ls contalned 

'ln The Plnchbeck Register, ed. Francis Hervey (2 v,61s.r 
Brighton, 1925),I. pp. 410-418. (Her~after clted as PB. Res.) 

2The Kalendar of_Abbot SBmson of Bury St,' Edmunda and 
Rel~ted Documents, ed. R.H.C. Davis (Camden Society, Jrd 
Series, LXXXIV, 1954), contains a good Qlscussion of and 
documents pert&lnlng to thes~ regallan rlghts. 

( 

3Abbot Baldwln's "Feudal Book" la conta-lned ln 
Peudal Documents from the Ahbev of Bur St. Edmunds, ed. 
D.C. DOUglas London, 1932 , pp. 1-9. Abbot Samson's 
Kalendar was drawn up between 1186 and 1191 • 

. ~Wltness Abhot Hugh II (1157-1180) who followed a 
pollcy of borrowlng money and dled leav1ng debts of 
.l3,0,52. See J.B L , pp. 1-3. 3~. -

~That le, acoordlng to the 1291 valuat1on. See 
below, pp. 60ft. 

6The Ch onlcle of Burv St. , ed. and 
trans. ',Anton1a Gransden .( Londor}. 19 • 'Hereafter cl ted 
ae~) On the composltlo~ and authorshlp of the ChIonlclp, 
see Vlv1an Ga.lbra1th, "St. Edmundsbury Chronlole, 1296-13o.1,'! 
E. H. R., LVIII (1943), pp. 51-78. ' 

7pB• Reg., II. p. )0. Thê survey ls oont&lned on pp. '30-
282. 

~, -
8E• A. Kosmlnsky. Studles ln the Mraria.·n H1story or' (. 

la. d 1 ·the Th rteenth Ce tur , ed. R.H. H1lton (Oxford, 
t pp. 8-9. He cites E. Powell, A Suffolk Hundred 1n 

Year 1283 (Cambridge, 1910). 

9KosM1nsky, pp. 7-8. 
10 4 . Ib1d., pp. 2 -25 • . 
11 ' , 

Ibid., p~. 26-40 • . See.also Kosmlnsky, "Th. Hundred 
Rolls ot 1279-80 as & Souroe tor Engl1sh Agrar1en B1story," 
Econ, H1st. Rev"II! (1931-32),' pp. 16-44, and Be' Dodwell, 
"The Free Tenantry ot the Hund'red Rolls,n E20n, Blst. Rev,. 
XIV (1944-45), pp. 163-1?l tor a general disoussion ot the 
problems presented by the souroe • 

.... 
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12 4 D.C.,'PP. 10 -106, 107-113. Tne f1gures glven ln 
J.C. Coxts article on Bury St. Edmunds ln ~he.Vlotor1a 
Hlstor of the Countles of' En land. Suffolk, 'ed. Wil11am 
Page 2 vols.1 Loncion, 1907-11 ,II. p.o' are incorrect. 
(Hereafter cited as ~}C.H. ,Suffolk) See Rose Graham, 
"The Taxation of Pop~ N1cholas, Il E.H.R., XXIII (1908), 
p. 452. . 

IJpB Reg •• I. pJ)f. 446-449. 

14J •z. Tltow, Engllsh Rural Society -1200-1îSO (London, 
1969), p. 63. 

15Rose Graham, "The" Taxat10n of Pope Nicholas. tr 
E.H.R., XXIII (1908). pp. 4)4-453.· 

16Ib1d " pp. ,450-51. 

17Ib1d ,. pp. 448-50. 

lapB Reg., l, p. 445. 
19 b - ______ . BtC •• p. 107. Further protests were made 1~1294, 

• Bee W.E. Lunt. F li\ncla.l Rell\tlons of' the P~nA.c wit'fi Eland 
to 1327 (Cambridge, Bass.. 1939 , p. 352 and Pap"l Revenues 
ln the J.i1ddle Ages, ed. W.E. Lunt (2. vols. J New York, 1934). 
II. pp, 191-93. 

20See Appendlx II 

21Inqulsitlons post mortem a180 show knlghts' fees 
of the abbot ln Bedford, Cumberland and Northamptlon ln 
add1t1on to those ln Suf~olk. Norfolk And Essex. Bee 
Calendar of Inquisit10ns Post Nortem and other Analogous 
Docume ts reserved i the ~ubllc accord Off1ée (London, 
H.J.l.S.0 •• 1908-1970-. V, pp. 2)1,2 9* VI. p. 38 J IX, p. 1Z? 
x. p. 377. XIV. p. 144. 

22 -
PB Reg •• I, p. 442. 

2)Ibld,. 1. pp. 446. 447.449. 
24 ,. 

Th1s ls my total. The chronl~ler glves only the 
total tor Norfolk and Su~tolk, ~, p. 113. 

25Th1s 18 ~ total. Ibl~ •• pp. 108-109. 
26 , IbId •• Pp. 109-110, 110-111. 
27 
(l~ •• pp. 107,108.109. 

,\ 

\ 

" 
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2~ThlS le my total. But see Grah~m. "The TaxatIon 
of Pope Ni choIes," p. 432, where she g i vçs the total for 
both the abbot~8 and the convent's h·oldings as i2.071 12s. 5d. 

29prtnted in Dugdale. III. pp. 161-62. 

30 p 4 4 6 "-PB. Reg., r. pp. 7 -7 • ~ 

31H•H• Snape, Engllsh Mona8tlc Finances ln th~ Later 
Middle Ages (Cambridge, 1926). p. 119. ' 

, 

o 

32Abstracts of the sacr1sts' rolls arè contained in 
R1st, Mss. CRsn., pp. 12)-25. M .. D. Lobel. ~he BOt'oup,h of 
Bury;, St-a Ed.!:Q.,tld:J (Oxford, 1935), Appendlx III also pr1nts 
some extracts of the sacrls ts 1 .! -:j.la. The f1ft<eenth 
century ta~at1C'n roll ls alludeti 1,0 1~ V.C.ff. l'ÉUffolk,.II, p. :69. 

33A. E• Levett. Stud.1f1!S in ~~l)or1al. Hlatorl, p. 56 
1---------;d"'lrs~cuffisIflS~.e..:;B~tHl~le.=;.wlde var 1 e ty of types of 1 ncome .' 'c.·; 

. --

,.e 
" 

34Kalendar of Abbot Sam~on, pp. xxxvii 1'1'. 
J5 -

Some 1nformat1on on amounts due the abbot· rrom 
) 

'v 

f1nes 8nd amercements lB provftled in the Plnchbeck Resister.' : 
I •. pp. 308-319. In 1317 the abbo~ received ~2J 1]s. 4d 
tram fines pa1d by seven men of the Liberty. 1n a]Z4 he 
reoelved 1.6 68. ad, and in 1326', [22 158. 2d. fB Res •• I. 
pp.. 313-14. 316. 

36Bertha H. Putnam. The Enforcement of the Statute: 
t'n or L§boure-rs (New York. 1908). p. 98. 

0' 

J7 F'Or ~xample. there were four cases between 1308 
and 13J) where the abbot obtalned an arder prohlb1ting 
the royal 'eseheator trom taking possession ot lands and 
goods of deceased tenants who held by kn1ght service 
dlreotly trom hlm.· C. Cl. R. 1307-13. pp. 25.197, 
C, CltR, 1 îJ.0,-33, pp. 71 t 209. . 

J~C.Cl,Re 1381-85. 'PP. 486-87. Dugdale. III. p. 120, 
Lobel. The Borough of BUfYpSt,' Ed~nd" p. 157. ê 

b 

39see M.D. Lobel, The Borough Of' BurY' St, Edmunds and fil 

her artiole "The Eocle81astieal Banleuca in England," ln 
Oxford EBBa s in Medieva Blsto t> esen e to H E S~,lte 

Oxford. 19 • pp. 122-1 0 far comprehensive treatments 
or this top1e. 0 <0 

40 . l • 

Lobel. The ~OUgh or Bun St fi Edmunds, p. 11). 
41, 84 V.C.H •• SuffolK, 'II, p. ?1.1L..Q.... pp. 83- • , 

u - .' 



, , 

\ , . 
142 

42, . 
C.P.R, lJQl-0Z~ p. 267. This g,rant was for ~three 

years. C.·P.R. 1327-30, p. 526. 
4 

4JLobel"The Borough of Bury St, Edmunds. pp. 19-Jl,·47~59. 
44 .1. u > 

1h~ Cambridge Economie History Qf Europe, Vol. 1. ~ 
AgrA.r1an Lite of the h1.cldle Ages, ed. N.Iol. Postan·(2nd. ed •• 
Cambridge, 196b) , pp. 577-78. (Hereafter olted as C.E.~) 

() 45Ibid.1.' pp. 552-54. J 

46 • See Appendlx' II. 
47 . 

C.E.H.,I, p. 554 • 

48AS noted in v.ê.R .• Suffolk, 'l, pp. 641-42, 
E. Llpson. The Economie IHstoJ"y of' England. Vol. 1 • .In.! 
Middle Ages (lOth ed., London, 194~), p. 79. The man ors 
were. }1elt'orÀ, Chevln~ton, Ht'\rgrav,e, Saxham, Fornham, \ 
Elm~well, Brockford, Worllngworth, Redgrave, Soham. 
R1oklnghall, CUlford. 

49 . . 
C.E.H,',I, p. 5.54. E.g •• ln 1283 the total an1maL 

population was lees than one-half the total animal popqlat1on 
in 1867. a ferlod of 10lf an1mal husbandry. Ibid" p. 554. 

50 . 5 Ibid, • p. 55 • 
§ 

51See the descrip t10n of Abbot :JamBon's work ot 
. reol&matlon ln J • B •• p. 28. 

52 C.E.H., I. p. 563. See below, pp. 92-94 tor a 
desor1ption'ot the subdivis10n of hold1ngB. 

S3 r of'Abbot Sam80 • p. 1. The.deser1pt10p of 
the e and the hedule of rotat10n ls ln PB Reg., 

-l, pp. • The e1ghteen manors were. Pake9ham. Berton. 
Bradfleld, Rougham, Fornham, Newton, Whepstede, Hornlngsheath, 
R1sby_ Her1ngwell, Werketon, Southwolde, Chebenhal, Southeray, 
I-ngham, Tlmworth, -El vedene and New Barton. 

,. S4Sèe APpe~diX II. 

55 ,,/, 64-Llp~on, p. rr..x;..C.H •• SUt"folk. l, p. ~~ 

56The cellarer had right~ o~ pre-emption in-the. ·'town. 
ldL... Pp. 104-105. ~> ) 

57Ineome trom water mille and wlndm11ls la deta11ed .. ~ 1 

ln the l1st1ng o~ the rents trom the 18 manors whlch prov1a10ned 
the Abbey. Some ex&mple8 of ye&7l7 lnoome trom th1a source 
arelopakenham. 10 marks. Horh1ngsheath, 408., Blsby. )48.' 
.,Herr..lng'lfell, 2<1s., Werketone. 5~ma,riS', South.olde. 208. (PB. 
li!&. I, pp. )40, 343-346.> Market rlght8 wer_ alaO,Taluable 
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not only to the abbot and convent but also to the bur~es8e8 
of' Bury St. Edmunds. The abbot, convent and burgesses Of 
Bury 'Were exempt t'rom tolrs st aIl markets and fairs ln 
England (C.P.R.1330-14, p. 147.) The abbot and convent-had 
the r1ght to collect tols t'rom markets in Bury, Il rlght 
set down ln a cha.rter ot' Henry l (f.:.r.R. 1381-85, p. 528,) 
and 1i1 1 .. ';0, ~ecau8e of lO~Be8 sustt:11ned ln the 1327 riote, 
the k1np; p:ranted to the abbot and convent the rlght ta hold 
an addl tlonal weekly market and annual fair in the town of 
Meltord. (C.Ch.R. 1327-41, P~. 189-190.) 

58 ' CIE.H.,I, pp. 577-78.597. Kosmlnsky, Studles, p. 171 
notes the tI conserva t1ve tradl tion" of Bened1 ctlne management. 

59 
Philip Zlegl~ The Black De~th. Pellcan Books 

(London, 1970), p. ~:. , 

60 C.FFlp,L" III, p. 38), Carson Rltch1e, "The Black 
Death at St. Edmund's Abbey," PrQceedings of the Suff'olJt 
Inst1 tute ot' Arch~eology, XXVII (1958), pp. 49-50 prints 
another copy of the papal grant. 

61 
R.i tch1e, P,. 50. {'I 

62 
AugUStU8 JesBoPP, "The Black Death 1n/lEast Anglla." 

ln T e Comi ' of he F 1a sad other Histor1e EBBa B 
(London, 190 ,p. 215. 0 

6Jp • G• Mode, The Influence ot' the Bl!!lck Death, p. 13. 
Thls 18 not to say, hOlfever, that the death rate' am~ng the 
.olergy "aS exaotly proport1ona·l. to that among the lai.ty of 
the area. .';. 

64 
J'easopp, pp. 204, 236, J .C. Russell, Brlt18h Medl!!val 

Populatlon (A~bu~erque. 1~8). p. 228, Ziegler, pp. 173-77. 
, 't, 

65 .~ {' 
Jes8oPp, pp. 204, 206. ~,~, 

66 ' 
The plague of 1360/61 dld aftect the Abbey 1 tselt •. 

ln 1366 Pope Urban V perm1 tted Abbot J ohn d~ Brlnkeley to 
,ordaln monks under the statutory age, ttthe~e bein.g a gre.at 
Iack of prlests by reason of the recen.t mortalltT." C"lendar 
of tri es 1 ,the Po na Rep:1sters elat1 to G ea t Br! ta 
a Ir~l(\J"l f F'etltlon.3 to -:h~ Pooe Vol. Ir A.D. 1242-l'19 , 
ed. W.H. B11s8 ~London, H.I1.S.0. a 1896~, p. 513. (Herea:fter 
01 ted as C. Petp.Reg. 1 Pet.) , 

6?Edgar Powell, 1Je Rl~1ng in E'ast Ang'lla 1; 13~1. 
( Cambr1-dge, 1896), p. • . . 

68see ~o important articles dlsoUBSlng thle 9trendl 
M.M. Postan, "Tne Chronology of'· Labour Serv1ces," T.LR.H.S •• 
4th series, XX (1937), pp. 169-193 and J .. Saltmarsh. 

, <Q; 
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"Plague and Economto Dec11ne ln En~le.tld. in the Later Middle 
~ges." the CAmprldge Historiesl Journal, VII (19411, Pp. 23-41. 

358. 

69Ka,lendl1t of Ahbot Samson, pp. 76-77. PB. Reg •• 1, p.35? 

70Kl\leOdt.,lr. of AbboJ; s~msont p. uxv, PB, R.~, If pp.34~. 
Ave!"penuy was paid st the ra. te of 2d per 30 acres. l.:...§., p.l02. 
71 ,- ~ 

PB. Reg., l, p. 356. 
72 

Kalendar of Abbot SamsOD, P. xxxvi J PB. Reg •• I. p. )40. 

73 V. C.H. rSuffolk, It p. 641. Ploughlng serv1ce for 
one aore l'las valued at 4d. 

'7
4

T1 tOlf prlnts only the partial extent wi th usefui 
notes, pp. 161-64. It 1s from British ~useum ~~nusor1pt 
Add. 14849 • 

• ;.?5Ib1d •• pp. 162-63. 
76 . 

The RlcklngQ.all. rentaI 18 descrlbed in V.C.H •• Suff'olk, 
I, P. 656. Th1s re}\ta..l.. is a1so from Br1 tish Museum Manuscr1pt 
Add. 14849. .. . 

7?see the comments Dr H.L~~ay. t'The Commutation o~ 
Vl11ein Services ln England before the Black Death." E.H. R. 
XXIX (1914), pp. 625-656. Levettts statement that the older 
Benedict1ne houses were "partlcularly 11kely ta œlnta1n the 
memory of ••• arch!l10 petsonai serv1ces and marks of serv1 tu.de. ft 

wou1d seem to hold for Bury I\S llel1. Levett, Studles. p. 56. 

and .. 

'78 'llL 4 PB. Reg •• I. pp. ,.rrO- 9. 

79rb1d l' PP. 57-58 where the MOnk 
reasons for oompl11ng the reglster. 

8°ibld., p. )41. ~ 
81:rbld., pp. 340-41. 342. 343. 

82Ib1d., pp. )44, ;46. 

suggestà his ooncern 

• 

c 
1 

8)Levett. Studles. p. 81~ The manuscrlpt 18 British 
Museum Add. l}oo63. 

84 
Ibid.. p. 81. T-

85 J 
Powe11 v The Bls1ng ln East Anglla, p. 64. 

86 Another case trom Ll ttlehaw man or , though not ln 
the bands of the monastery had that tloe, shows conditions 
after the Peasants' Bevolt. In 1385._ 15 villeins protested 
servlces stll1 o"ed and wanted freedom trom all but 4d/acre 
renta Ibid" pp. 65-66. 
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87 
See esueclally Gray, ttThe Commuta tlon of Vl11eln 

Services," Postait ln C.E.H., l, pp. 577-78, and Kosmlnlsky, 
~ '" p. 171., L. F. Rushbrook Wl111atl?s ln .!:!Jstory of the Abbe;! 0 

, of St, Alban (London, 1917). p. 130 asserts that 'IIre11g10us 
houses were as El rule klndly rather than oppressive landlords." 
Thls~vlew la, l thtn~, mlstaken, pe~haps they were not 
"oppressive," but more ~enerally "conserv-B.tlve" and unl'esponslve 
to tenants' asp1rations. 

88 
Dugdale, III, p. 119. 

89 c . P • B • 1321- 24, p. 218 • 

90 
Dugdale, III, pp. 129, 1)0. 

91Tl tow, pp. 16.1-62.' 

92· '" V.C.H.ISuffolk. Pp. 556-57. But see R.H. Hilton. 
The Decline of Sert'rlo'D. ln r.edleve EnO:land(Lcndon, 1969), 
p. for cautlonary statements on over-emphas1z1ng the 
trends towards leaseholds. Customary tenure dld remain 
ln many areas unt11 the latter part of the fourteenth eentury. 

9)But ln 1279 the Mlldenh911 renta for 1"ree tenants 
ahowed considerable varIat10ns ln the renta for arable 
land. from 2d to 12d per acre: Thua, the area m1ght have 
been one of higher renta. PB....t Reg •• I~, 24)-55. 

94 V, C. H.. Suffolk, I, p. 654. PB. Reg" II. pp. 162-~7, 
This mlght, however. 1ndicate that vll1e1r). renta M'ere 
normal1y hlgher than rents 'for free land. .. . 

95v. c.oH " Suffolk, I. p. 654. 

96TltOlf, pp. 161-64, PB. Reg,. II. p. J2~ The renta 
ln 1279 varled trom 11d to 5-4d per a~re, with moat, at 4d 
per acre. 

97 V,C.H •• Suffolk, l, p. 654. 
98Unwln ln V,C.H, .Sut'1"olk, r. relIes on Cox1 s 1"lgures 

ln V. C. H. 1 Suffolk, II, p. 68 from t'aul ty and lnaccura te 
1291/92 valuatIon figures whloh show a total of only 
.tl,OOO, and he compares that w1th a p1ttancer's reg1ater . 
oontalnlng a flftee:'lth oentury taxation roll shOlflng . 
i2,OJO 7a. 11id lnoome of obedlentiar1es, and f798 18s. 2d 
to the abbot. 

99se~ K.L. W~od-legh. Studles 1~ CVhurch Lire ln 
EnglamLunder Edw8Id III (Cambridge, 1934), pp. 61-75 
for a full disoussion of thls top1e. See a1so T.A.M. 
Bishop, IIHoll<>:tst1c Demesnes and the Statute of Mortmaln.~ 
E.H.R., XLn~ .(19)4>, pp. ;03-306 r'or the operat10n and 
effect of thl Statute. 

/ 
U 
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100 D • 

Wood-Legh, p. 71. A licence wes also needed for 
. the transfer of land. When the llcence J reoords no stated 
purpose. Wood-Legh assumes that the land wes acqulred by 
purchase or was a transfer, rather than the glft or a 
pioua donor. 

101 \ . 
L1cencefi and records of 1nqu1s1 t10ns for the • 

perlod t'rom 1)03 through 1342 are inz C.P,R.1301-0ZLPP. 162, 
227. 531. ~h.R.13Q.O-26, pp. 59, 128. C.P.R.1J07-13. pp. 153, 
526, C.Cl,R.131J-lb, p. 26, C.P.R,131l-17, pp~42, 296,- 305. 
,381, 632; C.F.R.1317-21, pp. 260, 590, C,l'.R.1121-24, p. 287. 
C.P.R.1J24-2Z, p. )8, C.P,R.lî27-JO, pp. 370-71, C.P.R.IYtO-43. 
pp. 356-57. 1 • 

102For January U, 13131 ,Ç.._P'.R.1307-1J. P. 526, 
For November.17. 131)1 C.P.R.13~J-17, p. 42 and C.C1.R.1313-18, 
p. 26. The genersl g~t is also noted ln Dugdsle,III, p. 120. 

103 -, 
C.P.R.1317-21, p. 260. C.P.R.1321-24, p. 287. 

104c.P.R.1JOZ-l.î, p. 153' - C.Ch.R,1300-26, p; 128 
wh1ch states that'the incorne was for the cellarer. The 
Bury chronlcler ln M.S.E. ,II, pp. 366-67 commAnts on the 
low priee for whlch the manor waB solde 

105Llcences for the perlod trom 1)49' to 1392 are ln. 
C.P.R.l~8-~0. pp. 401-02, 482, C.P'.R.1354-58, p. 319. 
CaP.R.13:1- n:. pp. 305. 308,46), C.P.R.1367-70, pp. 99-100, 
C,P.R.1377-81. p, 440' C.P.R.1381-85. p.8, C.P.R.1388-2,2, 
pp. 379-80, C,P,R.1J91-96. Pp. 121. 145, 147._ 

106 . 
, Select C~see in the Court of King' s Bench und el" 

Edward Ir, Vol. IV, p. ex, C~P.R!132Z-30. pp. :nO-71. 

107c.P• R • 1361-64. p. 305-._____ (Th1s- manor t1gured ln 
a later case. The abbey ~~d~alph Hemenhale for recovery 
in 138)1 C.Cl.R. 1381-85, p. 339. PB. Reg"I, p. )27.) 

108See Llpson's d1scussion ot enclosures and sheep 
fs.rm1ng. pp. 133-34. A.R.H. Baker, "Evidence in the 
'Nonarum Inquls1tlones f o~ Contractlng Arable Lands in 
England during the Barly Fourteenth Century," Econ. Hlst. 
Rev., XIX (Î966). pp. 518-32. d,oes not -flnd a great oontraotion' 
in Suffolk, but che does not examine eccleslastlcal estates. 

l09R•A• Pel~m, r'Fourteenth Century England." Chapter 
~ V in 'Hia orical GeoSl a h o~ E la.nd before A. D 800. 
ed. H •• Darby, Cambrldge. 1951 , pp. 232-J7. But he 
indlcates that the quallty of the wool grown in the ares. 
1fas lower than that from Yorkshire and L1ncolnsH1re, Ib1d., 
pp. 242-43. H.C. Darby, "The Domesday Geography of Norfolk 
and Suffolk," The Gt:'o~r(\Ehlcal Journal, LXXXV (1935). p. 443 
finds an &Ven dlstr1but10n of sheep in SUff,olk ln 1086. He 0 t1 

J. 



f • 
gi ves the followlnp: relevant fl~reB 'COT Bhe~p on the 
demesne land of the abbey at that tlmer Mlldenhall, 1,000, 
Ickllngham, 500 r ,Erlswell, 800." Ibid., p. 443. Ho'tlever, 

-aB a whole, sheep were fewer in Suffolk than in E>ther aresa 
at the t1me of the DO:J!E'sdllY surveyl H.C. Darby, The Domesda.;y 
Geoa.trtph,v of Eqste.rn Eru~land (Cambr1Clge. 1952), p. 204. -

Even 1ri the slxtcent;h century. arable farming was 
the maln 1ntët-est ln south-western Suffolk, à reglon 
capable of sustalnlng El mlxed sheep-corn eeonomy • ..!.{le/Agrarlan 
Histor of En !:!nd nd Hnlesi Vo1.- IV. 1500-1640, ed. Joal'\ 
Thlrsk Cambrlàge, 19b7), pp. 41-43. 

110 ' R.A. Pelham, pp, 244-55 J H.L. Gray. "The Production 
and Exportation of En~llsh Woollens in the Fo~rteehth 
Century," E.R.R' t XXXIX (1924), pp. 20-22. ~1 dlscusses 
the Suffolk broadcloth indus try. -' 

111 • 
PB.'Re~I,I, pp. 341-44. The t1gures are. Berton, 

700. Rougham, JOO. Fornham, 200, and Herrlngwéll, 800. 

112 6 M. S. E.. II. p. 29 • 

113c.F.R.1J2Z-30, p. 219 fItallcs m1ne.), but the Bury 
wrl ter o'f the tlDepraedat10" does not lndlcate any such 
f1gure. r.'J.S.E., II, pp. )40-47. Some comparative figures 
trom other abbeys show that ln the early fourt~enth century 
the Prlory of St. Swlthln's, Wlnch~ster, had 20,000 she~p. ' 
and Peterborough and Crowland each had around 1:6,300 sheep. 
Elleen Power, The Wool Trade ln Engllsh ~jedlaeval Hlstor:r 
(Oxford. 1941), pp. ]4-35. 

114pegalottl' s llst ·ls contalned ln W. Cunningham, 
The. Growth of En,a:llsh Industrl and Commeroe (5th ad. J Cambridge. 
1927), pp~. 628-4î~ 'v-

'G 

115For example. Sibton Abbey (Cisterc1an) ln Suffolk 
and Lang1ey (Praemonstratenslan) 1n Norfolk both provlded 
11001 for exporte Other Bened1ctine abbeys of Imf,YOrtance . 
1fe~e Crowland, Ramsey and Ablngdon. CUnnIngham,' pp. 6,34, 
635. 640. But Pelham ooncludes that "The 'importance of 
the wool trade has been rather over-emphasised at the 
exPense of arable farmlng ln the fourteenth century," and 
on the role of the·monasterles, rlnds their total contr1bution 
to wool proouc.tlon "was mueb smaller than mi ght be expected. n 
Pelham, "Fourteenth CellturY England," pp. 239. 242. Indeed, 
Dissolution records for Suffolk have no entrles for ,sheep 
,farming by the monasterles there. Although Savine warns 
,galnst conoludlng that lt was therefore minimal, he does 
state that "up to the last the monks t1lled almost as weh 
land as they kept for gra%1ng purposes. 11 Alexander Sav1ne. 
EnsI1a MOM<:teries or. the Eve of the D1ssolutl0 (Oxford, 
1909 • pp. 187. 178. 

~----------------
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116 . '" 
AocordiAA to Lipson, 'the vl1l-eln population ln 

Suffolk ln 1086 was only 14% of the total. L1pson, p. 34. 
Hilton, p~d\lne oC ~~rf~om, p. 21 says that there was a 

. hlgh proportion (40~) of free tenants ln aIl of East Anglla 
ln 1086. 

117A case from'a manor ln ~lldenhall 18 of 1nterest 
ln thts connectlon. In 15 Edward III (7) sorne of the 
tenants contested thelr vllle!n s"tatus. ,The abbot's 
att~rney cited customary rlghts of service and the payment 
of tallag~ and merchet'as the determlnlng marks of serfdom. 
PB. Re~(: It pp. 321-24. -

1I8It would appear that Abbot Richard had freed 
sorne serfs, althofigh no indication of the nUT.ber Is glven. 
Du~dale. III, p. 118. Postant C.E.H~. l, p. 614 does not 
flnd mony instances of manumission of serfs on the estates 
of Winchester. Se~ also E. P. Cheyney, ('The D!.sappearance 
of En?;lish Serfdom," E.R.R .• 'XV J19ào), PP. 20-37 where 
he asserts that manumH:sion played only a small rote ln 
the eventual decllne of serfdom. 1 

119For example. the 1357 extent for Palgrave lists 
rents accordln~ to the tenement, not accord1ng to the 
1ndividuel tenant, thus, the burdens belo~ed to the land, 
and ln mgny cases the origlnal parcel of land was dlvlded 
amC'lflg Wttly customary tena.nts. Titow, pp. 162-164. In 
Mlldenhall .hlgh rents were char~ed, and ln Elmswell by 
1357, the hold1ngs became more split up although the 
rental still llsted the burdens due accordlng to the 
orlginal tenement. V.C.H. r Suffolk, l, pp. 657, 655. 

, 

120See above, p. 80. 

121B• Dodwell, "Holdings and Inherltanee ln Medieval 
East Ana;lla," Eco.!'l. Rist. Be',., 2nd s.!r .. XX (1967), pp. 
53-66 d1scusses ln deta11 partlble 1nherlt9ncel she stresses 
the large number of freeholders and the large number ot 
small holdings as a consequence. 

122 
C.E.H" l, p. 612. 

o 

123 6 Ibld .. , p. 12. 

124See Âppendlx III • The figures l have ehosen to 
"repreBent those tenants ln the lower, m1ddle and upper 
ranges are based partly on those used by Postan-~n C,~.H.t 
l, pp. 618~21 and by Tltow, pp. 79-89. 

125 -Tt t'o.." p. 89. 
126 . 

~ltow emphaslzes 
Pc: 'Jan, C.E.H s ' l, p. 622 
sample ot 104 manors, 50% , ' 

thls poInt, pp. 79-89. Also," 
el tes figures sho1flng tha t on a 
of the population had hold1ngs ot 

/ 
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only 10 acres 'or" less. Even if lO acres ls Il hlgb f1gure 
for subslstence" level, the statlstlcs trom the Bury estates 
ln 1279 show that there were many tenants w1th less" thab 
5 aores. See Appendlx III. 

127Addlttonal burdens or the ~ree tenants on the 
abbey's estates conslsted of re11efs, amercements levled , 
and oolleoted in the various COUTtS. obllgations of fold- . 
soke, the abbot's co~on ald, and tolls and market perquls1tes 
of the abbey wlth1n the town of ~ury. 

128V,C.H .• SUffolk,I,pp.645-4 6, PB. Reg., II, pp. 162-67. 

129v.C,H.1 Suffolk, l, pp. 655, $56,657. 

130See R.H. Hilton, "Peasant Movements 1n England 
before 1381," Ep.on. Rist. Rev" 2nd ser., II (1949), pp. 
117-136, and Hllto!l, The Decllne of Serfdom trt Medleval . 
Jàlglaryd. 

131E• Powell and C.M. Trevelyan (ed.), The Peasahts' 
Rislng and the, Lollards (London, 1899), p. lx. 

132M,S.E. ,II, p. xlvl, Lobel, Borough, pp. 137-41. 

133C,P.R. 1301-02, p. 472. 

1~ ~II Ccp.a. 1301-02, p • .7'9"9. 

135For exampl'e, ln 1314 the abbot 1mB a défendant in 
a case lnvolvlng services on the manor of East Bradenham' 
le Books of"E ward II 'Vol XVllr 1 8 Edw.q, d II A. D. l' 1 , 
ed •. W.C. Bolland London, Selden Soolety,' 1920 , pp. 208-09. 
In 131~ the abbot was aglan Involved in litlgation, clalmlng 
the manor of f.fonks· Bl-adfield. Year B90ks of Edward II. Vol. 
XVII, 8 Edwa d II A.D. 4- ,ed. w.c. Bolland (London, 
Selden Society. 1925 • pp, 172-7 • 

136See above~ pp, 23-25. 
13? " 

The most oomplete dlscuBslon"ot the issues lnvolved 
ls b7 Lobel, Borough. ~p. 1~3 ft. For a comparlson br the 
Bury uprlslng with those ot the same year at Ablngdon and 
St. Albans, Bee N.M. Trenholme, "Th'3 Rls1ngs ln the Engllsh 
Monastl0 Towns in 1327, Il Amer100n H1Bt9rl cal RevIew, VI 
(1901), pp. 650-70. V.B. Redstone, "Some Nercenarles ot 
Henry ot Lancaster, 1327-1330,110 T.R.H.S:, 3rd ser., VI! 
(1913), pp. 151-166 ~scu8ses the kldn&pplng or the abbot. 

In addltion to the Bury chronlcler's description of 
the events in M.S.E., III, pp. 38-47, the events are mentloned 
ln Chronlc es or the Rel s of Edward and Edwa d II. ed. 
Will1am Stubbs 2 vols. J London, Rolla Serles, 18 2- 3), I. 
pp. 24J-45. 33J-34 , 344-46. 

, , 
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138éontalned ln M.S.E., II, pp.'327-354. 

'. 1390n the aotlvlty ot the London men captur1ng and 
dispatching the abbot see Calendar ofPlea and Memoranda 
Rolls P.reserve1 A.tlong the ArOhives of the" Corporation of 
the Clt oi'!Jo d st the Gu Idhall Rolls li. a-A A.D ';1 
1123-13 ,ed. A.H. Thomas Càmbr1dge, 192 ,p. 73. 

l~O ~/L M.S.E., II, p. JJ"'" 

141The author ot the "Depraedatlo" ltemlzes the 
da~e and estlmated the total 10ss on the manors at 

922 5s. 1d.- M.S.E.,II, p. 347. 
142C.P.R.IJJ4-J8, p. 207. C.P.R.IJ40-4j, pp. J16-17. 

~ ~3 • 
C.P,R.IJ58-61, p. 476. . 

1448ee B.R. Putnam, Enforcem~nt of the Statutesof 
Labourers and Proceedlnss before the Just1ces of the Pesee 

the Fou tee a Flftee th Ce tur1éB, ed. B.H. Putnam, 
London, 1938 ,pp. 2-377 where she prlnts a Suffolk 

roll. Although Pv.tnam mentlons no speclfl0 cases re~atl 
to the abbot or tenants of Bury, she does 1ndlcate that 
Suffolk had a large number ot proceedlngs lnvolvlng or. 

~S -8 ~ 8 .Lavett, Stud1es,p. 1. See above, p. O. 
146 Edgar Powell. The Rls1ns ln East Anglla (Cambridge, 

1896) and his article. "An Account of the Proceedlngs ln 
Suffolk dur1ng the Peasants' Rlsing ln 1J81." T.B.H.'S., 
n. S., VIII (1894). pp. 20j-~91 Lobel, The B2roUBih ot' Burl 
St. Edmunds, pp. 150ft. 

l cannot agree with Charles Omants analysls. He 
suggests that the rlsing of 1)81 at Bury was mainly ·an 
express10n ot clvlc d1seontent among the burgesses and 
states that "manor1al grlev~nces l'lad no part ln causlng 
the outburst." Charles Oman, The Great Bevol t o,f 1J81 
(Oxford. 1906). p. 13. On the other band, Charles 
Pettt-Duta1llis ln "Causes and General Charaoterlstlc8 or 
the Rls1ng of 1381." ln ~dlcs and Notes SUDplemeotaTY 
to Stubbs' Conat tut 0 a Hlstor. Vol. II. transe W.T. 
Waugh ~;anchéster, 1915 , p. 297 speoltically cItes the 
abbot of Bury as pursuing the burden ot serfdom on the 
abbey's estates. 

-147 t V.CIH,. Suffolk, II, p. 69, D. Knowlea and 
B.N. Hadcock. Medieval RellgIou8 HouSJSL Ensland and Wales 
(London. 1953), p. 61. 

14~dale, III, p. 117, PB Res., 1. p."4?,. 
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149See J.C. Rdssell, "The Clerléa~ Populatlon of 
MedIeval England," Tradltto. II (1944), pp. 185-190 for 
a general d1scusslon of trends wlthi the Order. 

150 ~ a.Pap.L.,III. p. 383, c P s,l, p. 51). 

151R1tcrite. "The Black De6t~ st St. Edmund's Abbey." 
p. 50. But hls calculatlon 18 rather doubtful, belng 
based on the ratl0 of chaplalns to monks. USlng that 
basts, the 1361 plague would have then been more severe 
at the abbey. ~ 

;~ 

1?2The flgures for 1379 ~re MY calculat10n base~ 
on the number of monks taklng,sldes ln the d1spute over 
Edmund Bromf1eld. M.S.E.,III, pp. 117. 120. The figures 
for 1J81 are glven ln Knowles and Hadcock, p. 61 and 
J. C. Russell, "Cerlcal PopulatIon, "p. 189. 

15JKnowles and Hadoock, p. 61. 

".l54nooument printed ln Dugdale. III. pp. 161-62 and '\.J:tS;1> 
fB Reg., If pp. 474-76. 

15.5 , PB. Reg"I, p. 474. The document ln Dugdale, ,lII, 
pp. 161-62'g~yes [1,407 I1s 12d as the total. 

156 ~B. Reg.,I. pp. 4?5-?~. 

'1~, total. See above; p. 61. 

158See Snape, pp. 12-15. However, attempt8 had 
been made ln the thlrteenth century by both th. papacy 
and the Benedlctine Chapters to llmIt the number of 
serYants. Snape. PP: 16-17. 

1.59 Moorman, Church L1re, p. '07. 

160These rolls are now at BurY' St. Edmunds. The 
seven rolls trom 1299 to 15'8 are descrlbed ln Rlst. Mss, 
Csanl' Pp. !23-125. Lobel ln Appendl% III ltemlzea some 
of the reoelpts and expendltures. 

161 " 
PB. B~., l, 475.1 

162 ' Ibid •• L~bel, Appendl% III.' 

~6'PB; leg •• I, 475. H~st. Mss, Cs!n" p. 12). 
1~ , 

Blst. MSI. CSSD •• p. 12'. ('-, 

16S~., pp. -123-24 • 

166~ •• pp. 123-24. 
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167pB• Res" 1. p. 475. 
168 

M.R. James, "On the Abbey ot S. Edmund.at Bury," 
pp. 167-68. . 

169 
. DJ.g •• pp. 133, 143. 

170E•g• Prior John Gostord. c. 1380 rebu11t the 
Infirmary clo1ster. IbId., p. 147. See al~o A.B. Whlttlngham, 
"Bury St. Edmu.nds Abbey. The Plan, Des1gn and Development 
ot the Churoh and Monastlc Bul1dlngs,n The Archaeologlcal 
Journal. CV!I (1951), pp. 168-186 for a complete d1soussion 
of the top10. 

171 Susan Wood, Engllsh Monasterles and the1r Patrons 
ln the Thlrtoenth Century (Oxford, 1955) for a genersl 
disoussion of r1ghts and p~ivl1eges of patrons, espeoially 
the k1ng. 

172 \ " Ib1d.. p. 102ft. 

173 
J, B., pp. 116-117.' 

174Statutes ot ~hè RJa.lJtl, ed •. ".. Luders et. al. 
(11 vols. ln 1). London, 1810-28), l, pp. 26-28." 

~?.5aenawaI8 ln 131.5-16" and 1326-27 • .!J;W! •• pp. 173, 
256. 

176 . As Wood-Legh. Stud1es, pp. 8ft suggests. 
177' ' 

B.C., pp. 37.133. Cal. Çbancerx Warrants. 
p. mr. , 
178The Bury ohronlo1er commented on t'he vlalt ot 

~May 8, 1300. "Never had he a.ppeared more gracious to the 
- church and convent." B.C •• P •. 156. ~ 

179Dugdale, III .. p. 108. ACl,R.1.J2~2Z. pp. 532-35. 
C.P.R.1J2S-~. pp. 200-04, 216, 219, 237,~9, 

180 '2IL ,,1 dL In 1328, 1331. 1333, 1334. 1338, 1~0. 1~. 
1354. 1358, and 1363. The dates are takan trom olose 
and .PAtent lel;ters dated ~t Bury, 

181 Blst. Mss. CS80 •• p. 123. 

182Dugdale, III, p. 112. Hlgden f s Pollchr0nloon. 
IX, p. 20 refers to thls event as welle 

18)M.S,§., III, pp. 1))-)4. . 
184 Por a general discussion or the types of corrodle • 

• e, B.~. Stuckert, Corrodles ln the Ingll.h HODlsterle. 
(Phl1a~elphl •• 1923.) 

j' , 
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185 
~ Snape. p. 19. A.M. Reich, "The Par11amentary 

Abbote to 1470," p. 312 also citee the tact that Edward 
II 'in the "space o~ three months granted a tota1 of J4 
eorrodles to servants or h1s father. 

186 
Corrodles granted at the request of the kIng 

are ~ound,1n. C,P.R.l)Ol-07, p. J3r C.Cl.R11Q2-07, p. 104. 
C,Cl.R,130Z-1). pp. 151, 239. 337, C.P.R,130?-13, p. 552. 
C,Cl.R.lJ13-18. p. 66, ~l Ch ce Warta ts 244-1 26, 
p. ij65. C,Cl,R.1J18-2J, pp. '11 -117, ) YI C.P.R. ~o- ~. 
p. 212, C,Cl.R.133j-'37. p .. .540, C,P.R'.133!f-38, pp. 2 5. 
573, C: Cl, R, 1181-8,5. p. 396, C. Cl,R .138 5-89, .p. 256. 
Four addltlonal corrodles. perhaps of the type sold by the 
monastery, are 11sted ln Dugdale, III, p. 119. 

187c.CIJR,lJ18 .. 2J. p. 369, C;P.R.IJ34-38. p. 573. 
188 -

C,Cl,R.13Q2-Q7, p. 104. 
189 C,Cl,R.1îOZ-lî, p. 239 • .., 
190wood , EDgllsh Mqnasterlee and thelr Patrons, p. 114. 
191 CjC15R,131J-~8, p. 66. C,Cl.R.1JJ3-)2, p. 540, 

C1 Cl.B.1)8_-8_, p. 38 • ' 

110. 

192As Stuckert. Cottod1es, p. 44 suggests. 

193 04 C,Cl,R,lJ02-QZ, 'p, 1 • 

194wOod • Englleh Monaster1~8 ana thelr Patrons, pp.109-

195 . 
Çal. Cbaneery Warrants, 1244-1)2~. p. 465. 

196 c. P. B.1J'34- J8, p. 265. y 

197Dugdale. III, p. 119. 

198~. 

199B ~ ~'t p. 73, PB. R§g., l, p. J21. Other amounts 
pald by the Abbey for renewals or oonf1rmat1on ot eharte~8 
during the fourteenth oentury vere lower, though stlll 
cons1derable. ln 1314. i120 "8 pald tor an lnspexlmus 
(P,Ch,R,1300-26, pp. 272-73), ln 1330, I100 for the ss .. 
(C'Îh.R.1327-41. p. 181), ln 1336, ;l30 for the speolfie 
lne uslon ot the abbot's rights to forteltures (C,Ch.R. 
1327-41,p. 358), and ln 1383. 20 marks vas pald tor a 
con~lrmatlon (C.Ch.B.1J41-141Z, pp. 294-95). ' 

2008e• also below. pp. 125. lJO tor royal and papal 
11cenoes st the eda ot the eentury vhloh also ooat • 
oonsiderable amount. 
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201 1.54 ~, 
Wood-Legh. Studles, pp. 6 scrlQes the process. 

Bishop, "Monasti~ ITemesnes." asserte hat the fines pald 
were a klnd ot tax to restrlct add1tions ta monastio demesnes, 
p. 306. ' 

202 C,P,R. 1307-13, p. 526. 
203 - , 

In 1380, 5 marks (C P. R.ljZ7-81, p. 440 )~. in 1381, 
12 marks (C.P.H,1381-85, p. A,. 1n 1391, [40 (C.P.R.1388 ... ~, 
p. 379h ln 1392, i7 133. 4d (C.P.R.1391-96, p. 145), and 
in 1392, 10 marks (Ibid., p. 121). ' , 

204See H.M. Cam, "The K1ng's Government as Adm1nistered 
by the Greater Abbots of' Esst Ang11a," in L1b~t1es and . 
Commun1 t1es 19 1-1edieval Èng1and (CalJ1bri~ge, 1 ~4), pp: 190-91. 

205c.P.R. 1340-43, pp. 316-17J C.P,ij, 1358-61, p. 516. 
'206 " 

W.Y. Capes, The Eng11sh Cburch ln the Fourteenth 
and Flfteenth Oenturies (Lùndon, 1920), p. 296. 

207At leaat rr?m the point ~t v1ew of' the numbe~ of 
times taxes were demanded of them. S'ee J. H. Ramsay, 

Hlato of the Revenues of the Kin s'of En land 066-
JJ22 2 vols •• Oxford, 1925 and James F. ~111ard, 
ParllamentarY Taxes 0j4personal Property 1290"to 1334 
(Cambridge, Mass •• 19 ). 1 • 

208 4 ]L.g., p. 12 • 

209Ibid., p. 139. 

2101bid., p. 141. 

~11~ •• p. 147. 

212Abbot. PB. Res., l, l'P. 449. Convent. l4Q.:.. pp. 113.105. 
213 r&'h, 

Ramsay. II, pp. 63-~, W11lard. p. 95. 
214 ' 

côctjR. 1~1-4), PP. 225-26, C'~IB. 1338-40, p. 499. 
C,P.R. 134_- _' p. 300. 

215contus1on otten arose among collectors. W1llard, 
pp. 96, 98, t08. 

216 ' , 
Por the<top1~ ot oler1cal ~ndependenoe see 

D,B. Veske, Convocation of the Clers: (London, 1937). 
Papal lnoome taxes vere not collected trom 1))6 to 1)60 
beoaUS& the clergy vas pay1ng aubsldlea to the J::ngllsh 
crown tor the war, lt dld cause some dlttlculty when t ey 
were re-lmposed. W.E. Lunt, Financlal e t 0 s h 
papa§! wlth England 1327-15)4 (Cambridge. 1962), 
PP. -95. . 



, 
/ 

155 

217The rest1tution o~ tempora11tles occurred on 
.17 May and the request for~t.he loan came on ~3 August, . 
1313. The 131S'request fo~ ,s loan also has another wrlt 
8sk1ng the prior and~' oonvent for 500 msrks. PtIlrl1amentau 
Wr ta a d W 1 ta of Ml1itar 'Summons e4. F. Palgrave 

2 vols. 1n r London, Record Comm1ss1on. 1827-J4),II. pp.66,88 • ....... 

218See belo", p. 126. .' '"' 

2190ther instances ~~ loans or advance payments 
requested were. 1319. request of a losn from part or aIl 
~f the tenth owed (Parl. Wrlts,Il, p. 141), 1338, a chal10e 
valued at il1S 19s. 4d waB glven to the klng'as a 10an 
(C,P.R.13?,S-40, p. 122), 1347, !40 was lent by the abbot 
(C.P.R.13~5-48, ~. 339), 1377, a loan of 100 marks was 
glven (C.P.R.1377-81, p.)O). 1)85. losn of 100 marks 
(C.P.R.13U5-b2. p. 480, and 1n 1397. a 10an or 200 marks 
.as requested (C.P.R.1396-99. p. 178.) Also, ~ury acted 
as a sub-collector on a number of occas1ons, and the k1ng 
often sought advance payment out of those funds. som~ 
of wh1ch had to go to the papacy. The abbey could face 
d1fflcultles lt\),jthe sums were not repa1d. 

220V1vlan Galbra1th, "Artlcles Lald before the 
Parllament of 1371," E.H.R., XXXIV (1919), pp. 579-82. . , 

221 . 6 B. C.. p. 8. 

\ 222 -~. ~ B.C •• p. 73. Th1s was, ln fact, a confirmat1on 
o~ an earller charter. 

22) . 
Bee Appendlx l,for dat~s and instances of vacancies. 

, 224wUll~ms. Hlsto:r;:Y of the Abbey of St'l Al bsn. 
pp. 136-37 suggests that tne heavy price mlght not really 
be worth it, -the monks.were guard1ng agalnst only a 
pOSSible loss from the royal custod1an wh1èn might have 
been less than the custody f1ne pa1d .ach t1me. 

, ' 

225 
C.P,R. 1J01-02, p. 227. 

<, 

~26Mod'e, Black Death. pp. 34-JS, Williams. BlstorY 
of'the Abber of St. A1ban. p. 136. 

2278ee Appendlr I. 

228M,S.E. t ll, p. 323. PB, Reg •• I. pp. 407-08, 
g,p,a. l1Q1-97. p. 226. . 

229 8 4 C.P.R. 1372- 1" p. 99. 

230ç,P,R. 1J88-92, pp. 45. )68. 
\~ . 

2)lC•P•R• 1396-99. P. 21. Dugdale. III, p. 112. 

'. 



232 The others werel St. Albans,.St. August!ne's, 
Canterbury, Battle~ EveBl'\am, Malmesbury. and Westminster. 
They each paid a .sma11 "cenBus" in recognition to the ," 
papacYJ for Bury this weB one mark. . The decree of 1215 
requiring these abbots to go to Rome was tiret put into 
etrect ln 1257 when Abboe Simon de Luton of Bury recelved 
his confirmAt1on there. B. C., pp. 21-,22. . 

2)) \- -. ,..' 
Lunt, Fln. ~el. IJ27j15)4, pp. 1c9. 175. This 

waS ~dlfferent assessment from the one used for the 
tenths. l have uaed Luntfs figure of six florins ta. 
~e pound as the exchange ~ate. Ib1d •• pp. 2)8, 305. 

'--. - 2)4Ibld., pp. 169, 248. The n'saora" equalled one
twentleth of the common service. and the "subdeacon" 
equalled one-thlrd of the sacra. 

2J5Ibld •• pp. 177. 279. 195-96. 214. 
- 236 C.Pap.L., It p. 602, M.S.E., III. p. 37. Abbot 

ThO~8 gave the heavy confir~tlon expenses as his resson 
for deçllnlng the invitation to attend the installatIon 
ot the new abbot of St. Benetls. . 

237Lobel, p. 14), DugdAle. III, p. 118 notes a loan 
ot 100 marks' trom the B&rdl. The payme~f :3.000 fl. in 
th1s case was due to 500 marks prlvate ' 10e be1ng· 
added •. Lunt, Fin. Rel. 1327-1534. p. 175. 

J 238 -
Lunt, F1n. Rel. 1127-15)4. Appendlx. pp. 812·t:3. 

2~9Ibld.D \/' 

240 Ibid.. 
241 
~.J T1mwortb's obl1gat1on Ma. made 1nsteaa ~o 

the B1shop of London,. I,?1d •• p _ 184. 
242" , 

M,S.E., II~. p. 134 • 
• 

" 

24) 1'!l • 'llL 8 ' . Lunt. r"in. Rel. lîi?-lSJT' Pp.! _ 12-13. 
244 

C,P.B. 1)88-92, p. 45. 
245 ' 

SilApe. p. 104. , 

246wllliam cratt1el~1n 1389/90 pa1d 89fl ISe Jd tor 
one sérvlee pa7ment.1~5 florins for the sacra. and 42fl 8. 
for the subdeacon. Lunt, Fin. Rel. 1327-15)4. p. 24~. 

-.. 

241~. p. 22. 70~ 

" 

... 

, 

mr: 
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248 ' W1lliams, H1storY of the AbbeX of st. Alban, 
pp. 136-37. A. Ih' 1)02 Ahbot John de r1aryns of St. Albans' 
conf1rma tion expenses, amounted to 1,2.50 marks:. Ib1d., p~ 139. 

24 9C.Fap.L •• V. p. 152. ' 

2.5°Dugdale. III, p~ 112,. > In' add1tion to these tlfO " 
favorable grants, the abbey was &llo~ed to appropr1ate the 
ohurches of Herlawe and Thurston ln 1398 for the ~peclr10 
pU~08c! of ald1ng the abbot a.nd convent' 8 new yearly 
payments to ~oth the.k1ng and the pope. C.Pap.u., V. p. 152. 
C.P:R. 1396-99. p. 406. 

251In addltion to Snape's dlscuss1ôn. see Edwin 
N. Gorsuch, "N1smanagement and Eccleslae:tlcal V1sl tat10n 

, of J 'Engllsh Monaster1es ln the Ear.ly Fourteenth, Century ,ft 
'Trad1rl0,.XXVIII (1972). pp. 473-482. , 

" 252 c. L:§., pp. u7tt. 
_J ~ 

25.3At Ab1ngdon th1s was the case. See Gabr1elle 
Lambrlck, "Ablnp;don Abbey Adm1nrstr,atlbn, ft Journal of ./\ 

, Eccles1astl,(',al 'Hls"to.rl~ XVII (1966). pp. 176-77. I!.'vldonce· 
of unoontr:>lled loans and j"al'ouB obed!ent1arles before 
Samson'8 efforts 18 noted (and sco~~d) by Jocelln of 
Brakelond~ ~., pp. 1-J. 

29"R.A. L. Sml th, ~The Reglmen Scao'carfi ln English 
Monast~rles," T.R.H.S., 4th ser., XXIV {194'2)CL:P.,77J 
Rose Graham, UA Papal V1sitat1on of Bury· St. E<1mUnds and 
Westm1nster ln 1234." EtH.R., XXVII (1912). pp. 728-39. ' 

b2a~A.~. Smith, "ReJ.l~en s~ca~oar11a." p. 'là.' ,~see alB~ , 
h1s artiole, "The Central Flnanc1aI System of Christ Churoh, 
Canterbury, 1182-1.51\2,!' E.H.R •• LV (1940), pp. 35)-67. " 
For Cloucester, ~ee Histor1a et Cartulaxlum r.onaBt~rl1 ' 
Sanct1 Petri" eloucestrlae,- ed. ";le H. Hart (J vols. J Lonùon, 
Rc>1ls seri,s. 1863-67), fIl, pp. lV11-ln1i for th~ 1301 Q. 

1njunct1onB and pp. xo11l-xcv1i for the management of 
revenues, 1t .1fà~ very weIl Bupervlsed.' . 

2S~ ~ ~ 
PB. Reg.. l, pp. 338-S9( 

. 257 
Rist. ~1ss. C§sn •• p. 15. 

" 8 '"'J" • ~ 

25 Kriolfles, .R!Ü,g1OUS Ordex's. II~ pp. 39-4) g1ves ."" ( 
a good idls~~s1on ot the 1for!, of Thomas de 1_. Mare. ~ 

259M•S • E.'. III.', P. - 37. 71. 

1) 

• 

... 
1 
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, IV. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE ABBEY TO 

THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

Th~ relatlonship of the abbey of Bury St. Edmunds 
, c , 

to the central government, and more,partlcularly the 

\ 

.. r 

reiatlonshlp o~ the abbot -to the king. was characterized 

IT' 

" . 
by both lnterfeTtence and protect1on dur1ng the fourteenth 
" '\ 

, 'oentury~c _ . {LB a judlc1al agent, the abbo.t exercl~~d oons1derable 

responel bI1ity ln Suf,folk. ~nd as one of the 1mportant : 

e~'b\eSlastlcal lords he also had a pub11c role as a mem'ber 

of Parl1a'ment and as a tenant-ln-ohlef -of th~ klnS. All' 
...... -, . 

of these seoular Toles carr1ed wlth them burden~ or serv1ce 

as weIl a~ pr1v1leges,.!and" the demands whloh were made 

upon the abbot' s, tlme. en,ergy t, and ,flnanQial:' resouroeB • • bad serioue consequences on the 1nternal adm1nistration 

of thê mOMstery. In many ways. the lape es in dIso1pline 

and the deollne in the common llre within the'abpey ~n 
f _ 

be traced to the taot that. the head of an,important abbey 
" 

sucho as Burl had 'to reoonolle hls role as sp1ritual father, 

wlth that of publio servant. Inoaddltlon. the abbey as 
() ..,< \ <J _ 

III royal rounda tio~ was a~rectet\ by the spe,clal relatlon.h1p 

It had lf1th the kIng. The rlghts or patronage exercised 

o .'V 

hSd important ~tteots lipon- the t'lnanolal stabil1 ty or the' 

by the klngs. partlcularly rlghts pertalnlng to vacanoles. 
~ 

abbe1. put th1s relatlonshlp oould alao ~ a ~ouroe ot . 

158 
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proteotlon_tor the monastery. Many or the long-estabiished 

prIvlleges of Bury St,. Edmunds oontinued to be exerolsed 

during the tourteenth oentury, but the malntenanoe o~ 

Buch prIvlleges trequentI7 oailed for vlgorous aotion 

and lnvolvement ln external affairs and was oftÉm pursued at 

the expense of InternaI stabl11ty and external prestige. , 

It Jur1sdlot1onal Rlghts ~n, Responslbll1t1es ~ 

\ 

The abbey of Bury St. Edmunds ns, bl' vlrtue or Its 

'numerous,lloldlngs ln Suffolk, Inextrioably bound up with 
\i 

'th8 eoonoml0 and soolal trends 01' the fourteenth ~enturYt 

and the oapaolty of the abbots and'Important obedl~ntlarles 
) ; 

to deal wlth problems ln eoonoml0 o~nges and landlord-

tenant 'relatlonshlps waS li orucial faotor ln the oontlnued 

eoonoml0 suooeBS of the abbey. That the dlff10ulties ln 

this sphere were oonslderaqle has been polnted out, but 
. 

there ns another area of seou~r ad.mlnletr3tion whlch ns 

equallr important 'to the Abbey ~nd demanded equal per

severence. t1me and enersy on the part o~ the abbey1s 
4>'t 

offiolals. In the Important network of jurlsdiotlon 
" 

malntalned by the abbey--feudal, manorlal, and franehlsal--

the abbot. sacrlst and oellarer, and the abbot's off101als 
'\ 

'played slgnlfloant roies ln the admlnistratlon 01' < justioe 
a 

and were oonatently faoed wlth pressures' from dlsoontented 
, 0 

aubjeots an~ trom the oroin. 

'An examinatlon of some of the trends IIf the ---

adm~n1stra tion ot thls jurlsdlotional netlfork reveala .' 

\ 
1. 
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.that the abbey cont1nued to regard th~ jud101al rights and 

prlv11eges as 1mportant. not only to~ tlnanolal reasons, 

but a1so for ressons of prest1ge. The gradual ~rend 

towards the oentra11zatlon of justlc~ through royal agents 
(\ 

and oourts ot the k1ng ln some cases resulted in conf11cts 

\ with the long-establlshed rlghts ot the abbey. 

ot the ju~]fc1al r1ghts and responslbll1t1es, an 

of thelr idmlnlstratlon, and some 1llustrations 

A descriptlon 
f' 

èmmlnat10n 

of' speo1f10 

cases entered Into by the abbey or lts oft1c1aIs attords 
c, 

us another opportunlty to note the unavoidable secular 

lnvolvement ot thls partioular Benedictine monastery. 

A. Description ot J~diclal Network1 

Feudal and manorial 1urlsg1ot1on 

As a teudal overlord, the abbot of BurT St. Edmunds 

held the normal r1ghts ot teudsl jur1sdlotion over all ot 
. " 

his tenants holding by knlght serv1ce wh~ch he admlnlstered 
2 . 

ln hls honor court, or the curla abbatls. Th1s court 

dealt with tenurlal rela~ionshl~8 and teud$l servIces 

homage, tealty. wardshlp and knlght service.' It na 0 

Important ln the sense that the abbot .. s still in the 

tourteenth century obllged to render his service to the 

klDg in response to the ml1itary lij1lI1Dléms. Although ln 

this per,lod there .as a tendency towards weakenlng the 

olose rotatlonshlp between the abbot as teudal·overlord , ' 

and h1"a knlghts, J the lncreaslhg "dl vision or knlghts' 

tees and the abbot's responslbl1Ity to provlde servlce 

, meant that the, exerolae ot these rlghts had to he malnt&lned. 
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-
There Is, unrort~nately. 11ttle evidepce during thls perlod 

on 'the fUnctlonlng of thls aspect of the jUdlolal,competence . 
of the abbot, though It ls certaln that the abbot oontlnued 

, 
to exerclse many normal feudal rlghts. It ls posslbl~. 

o D 4 
as/W.O. Ault ~ound for Ramsey Abbey, that thls partlcular 

1 

court decllned ln Importance, though a detalled analysls 
. 
haS yet to be made ln order to dlscover a slml1ar trend 

, for Bur~. Edmunds. 

The abbot-also exerclsed jurlsdlctlon. u~ually 

through his steward. under-steward or ball,fffS. over the 

unfree tenants of his manors. ThIs seIgneurial jurlsdlctlon 

compared vIth that of Any other 1ay landlord. The manor 

oourts ~ere Important nGt only to the abbot. but also to 

the convent, whloh. through the~cellarer. exerolsed 

jurIsdlotlon ov~r the tenants on Its'manors. The cellarer 
f' 

also administered_ the manor 'of Bury w1thln the'area of 

the four crosses,Sand his court had t~e rlght to hold 
~ 

o 

the vle. of frankpledge twlce a year tor everyone llving 

on thls fee, he could make arrests, recelve the gooda of 
- -~ 

orlmlnals and oolleet the proflts fram his court. 

fTanchlsal jurlèdletlon 

The most important jurisdlotlon ot the abbot ot 
) 

Bury St. Edmunds vas the franch1se of' the L1 bert7 of 
• 

St. Edmund a;t"ls1ng trom the speolfie srant of jurldioal 

aJ)d flnanoial rlghts' over elght aIut a .ha~t hundreds ln 1 

, western SUftol,k. In 1044 Edwa!'d the Confeésor granted . . 
to the Abbey the L1 berty ot the elght, and a halt hundred"8 

--
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whlch gave the' abbot the rlght, to' iovern aIl men of the 

Llberty by rlghts wh1ch would normally perta1n to the 

orown. 7 Most of these r1ghts were renewed by sucoessive , 

Engllsh klnga. who upheld prev10us grants but rarely added 
8 

new ones. The r1ghts of Just10e "ere extensive. the 

s1x forfe1tures of the king, trial of plees of the crown, 
. i 

~ 

lmprlsonment of cr1mlnals# flnés from t1thlngs, goods 
1 

of condemned felons, prlvllege-''or 

return or wrl t. /. 
/ The franchise 'held by the ted to tWe abbot ------- -. ~. / 

and to)"th~ 1nhabltanft;S ~e abbey lands ny ~~cal (f 

lmmun1tles from the crown Wh~"were_ thenztu d 1nto 
", 

the abbot's r1ghts. The abbot had~rl t to a 
1. 

amerc,ments of h1s men.- even,1f the 
.t G~I 

klng'~ oourts. He also bad_the r1ght 
.' . 

of th~' c~ttels of oondemn~d.fe1ons,9 Et" r1ght to the 

vle. ~~ frank~'edge; the asslzes of read and ale and of 
\ -II.I. /' 

, ". .. '\)! -

~ welghts and measures. The 1nhabl1fnts of the L1 berty 

o.ed no' BUl,t to the' sh1re cour,linstead., the eent:r:al " 

court of tbfJ Liberty, the pW1a Sanotl Edmund1. wh10h JD~ 
" " 

at Henho~e, n~âr--BttrT'-év~ry three weeke and was ~~dm1nlBtéred 
b7fi~e abbotts stew~rd or unde~-S~eward rurictloned ln thla 

oapao1ty.l0 In the eight and a half hundreda the ab~t. 

through h1s 'steward, exerolsed powers 81mllar to.tqose 

of a 8hert~t. the sherItf ot Su~folk havlng no r1gh~s 

there ~les8 thé abbot tal1ed to do 3uettee. Indlvldual 

~undred oourts to whlch ail tre~'tepants owad sult vere 

/ 
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-still ret&lned within the LIberty. These were,'also 

admlnistered by the abbot's off1clals, usually the bal11ffs 
, Q 

in the Liberty. and were oourts for,m1nor or1mes, debts 
11 and trespasses. 

In addition to the central courts within the LIberty, 

the borough-- of Bury St. Edmunds was also ,another enclave 
\ 

of private jurlsdlction. M.D. Lobel has given a conoise 

pioture of the hold of the abbey over. the town I·n eoonomlCf' 

matters and has also pointed out the extensive judIo1al 
, 12 

rlghts of the abbot and other monastI0 off101als there. 
1 _ 

Within the limits of the four orosses marklng the boundary 

of the, town, the abbot had the right to exolude the king's 

justioes and to appoint his own justIoes, who would exeroise 

suoh royal powers as the right to hold the view or welght~ 
and measures JHd pleas of the orown ln the p~rt~-moot. 

the eou'rt to whlch the burgessee owed suit sinee they 

olalmed Immunlty from sult to the abbob's oourt. 1J The 

saorist's bailirf, who was also the town reeve, presided 

over this oourt, and thIs- control was one of the souroes 

of burghal grievanoe 'agalnst the abbey throughout the - , 

per1od. Wlthln the town the saerist a1so controlled the 

market courts, and in addltlon the sacrist vas a1so the 
~ 1 1 .. ~ 

~ar.chdeacon of the borough and heard ecclesiastlcal cases 
'-" , . 4 

relatlng to ma~rlages and .1118. 1 
<. 

Tvo important poInts relatlng to thla brler surveT 

ot 3uriS~lctlonal rights maT be noted. ):n the tlrst plaoe. 

the adm1nlstratlon o'r these~_18hts took time, energy a1Jlt 
1 ,/ 
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'often a oons1derable amount of d~rIng'(or 6ven extra-legal 

activlty) on the part of the abbots of Bury St. Edmunds. 

Because of the existence of so many oourts and the oonstant 

1ntrusion of agents of the central governcent, wh~ther,ln 

royal oourts or in speoial oommlssions ot justIoe, lt W;as 

'" a oonstant and usual feature of the abbey's hlstory to 

be Involved ln many jurisdlctional dIsputes. These d1sputes . " 
often turned on Issues of guardlng pr1vI1eges for the sake 

of prlnolple or for the eoonomlc rlght wh10h the jurlsdlotlon 
f 

Implied. Indeed, as both W.O. Ault and Bertha Putnam 

have polnted out, 1t was the profIts of jur1sd1ctIon, not 

the justIoe Itself, whlch were the essentl~l conoerns ln 

thts perlod. 15 It ls therefore not surpr1slng to tlnd t~t 
; 

~he pursult of rlghts was an entrenohed'feature ln the 

external affalrs of the ~bbey ln the later M1ddle Ages. 

Seoondly, as H.M. Cam bas so effect!vely and frequently . -
noted,16the franch1sal jurlsd1ctlon of the abbots of . 

grea~ eocleslastlcal~rtles was a great respons1bl1lty. 
~ - -' . 

In tact. the rlghtâ whloh the abbot possessed and exerclsed 
< 

wlthln the eight·and a hàlf hundreds were essentlally those 

of any other chief vassal of the crOQ. The great franchises 

were, to be sure, "polltleal lslands, whose d1stlnct 
) 17 

priv1leges gave them a un1Q.ue place ln royal ad1illnlstratlon," 

but 1t 18 1mportant to stress the tact that these prlvlleges 

lnvolved m8ny dutles. The fa11ure to do just1oe'or ta 

exerc1se these r1ghts proper~7 could eaally lead to· the 

p forfe1tUre ot the Liberty.l8 Thus the abbot8 of Bury ·.e~ 
.. 
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plaoedin a publ10 role whloh they oo~ld not avold, 

any negleot or tallure to,exerolse due admlnistrative 
1 

responslb111ty and control over the1r off1clals would 

mean not only 10S8 of prestige and prlvl1ege. but also 

t1nanelal loss as well~ The burden ot pursulng lltlgatlon 

ln defense of these r1ghts agaLnst eroston and agalnst 

rlvals ln the field ot juplsdlotlon, and the respon81bll1ty 

or adequately meetlng the demanda '!t. "publl0 jurlSdlotlon 

ln prlvéte ~ndsn can be ll1ustrated from several cases 

ln the t'ourteenth century~!t 

r 
B. Illustratlons ot the Dutles of the Personnel' 

wlthln the Franchise 

The abbot' s role 

'Wlth1n the Liberty of St. Edmund the abbot was 

ultlmately responalble for ~he due tunotlonlng ot thls 

network ot jurlSdlctlon. The supe~ls10n ~t hls off1c1als 

w&s a major reBponslblllty, as .as hls oontlnuous regard 

tor and defense ot the prlv11eges oonferred upon the 

L1berty by the orown. AlthpUgh m~oh of the day to dat 

business of adm1nlstratlon waB carrled out by the steward, 

und~r-steward or bal11fts. there were oocaslons when the 

abbot hlmself vith h1s ,a~torney pursued lltlgatlon ln 

the kl~t8 courts and petltloned th~ crom on matterB ) .. 

relatlng to ~he maintenance ot hls judlc1al rlghts. ~ 

. ~ree examples trom the tourtèentli centlU"Y Illustrate 
- '; ,(. ~ 

,the role ot the abbot ln thls capaclty. 

In 1303. 1n response to • petltlon ta the king by 

/ 
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e Abbot Thomas ot Totlngton, a commlss10n _s granted to -

Invest1gate hls complalnt that he had been unjustly 

deprlved of the rlght to recelve the goo4a ot a rugltlve 
, 

WhOo~d be~n Indlcted tôr homicide And robbery. The 

\~~ttflon refers speclf1cally to the anelent chartera 

-ot the king ~hlch had granted to the abbot the rlght ~ 

to recetve goods of telons and tuglt1ves .lthl~ the 

Llberty.19 Although l can t~nd no record ot the dl.POSlt~ 
~ 

ot thls pertlcular case, it 18 algnlfioant ~hat Abbot 
~ , 

Thomas sought t9 guard thls rlght, whloh .. 8 essentlally, 
, " ; 

an econamic one, ag.lnst aoy 1nterferenoe • 

. The question ot the rlght ot the abbots ot Bury 

to reoelve torteltlll"es wlth1n the Liberty was., ho_ever. 
. , 

agaln pursued by Abbot Rlchard de Draughton and Abbot 
, w • .. li.1 ~ • 

Wl111am de, Bernham. In'1330 Abbot Rlohard sought an 

,napexlmus ot a prevlous charter and succe~sfully l 
o~talned f~o. the king the"speoif1c 1nolusion ot the 

) 

• 

, '. 20 
rlght ta rect!l ve the chattels, ot condemned telons..- .Despl te , \ 
, 
thls assurance, Interterence tra. royal .gent. stll1 

, J ' . " 

perslsted, for s,lx years later we flnd that the abbot .. 
" , 

\ and convent, "represented that they are impeded by certaln 

ot' the king' 8 mlnlsters ln thelr re'celv.lng ot ~he , , 

", torfelted ,1SSU~8."21 In lJJ~Abbot Wll1tam th!efore 

obtalned for hlmsel~ and ;the con,.ent-the 0fntlr_tÎOb ot 

ail prevloua Il bertles. . 
• "--r- '. 

1f1 th further grant ;;h&t the, ahall, Na" .1 thln the tl
, 

hundred •••• as weil ·ot the men and tenants ot other. 
a. of th.lr own. ail torte1ted ts.ues and other 
torteltures and ail t1n •• ~h.n.Yer and" tor2!hateyer 
oaua8 the, -7 ocour 1-rt the kins'. ~ourt~. " . , , 

, , 

• 
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.The contlnulng 1nterest of the abbots of Bury 111ustrates 
\ q ~ 

.ell the dlrflcultles often raced ln exerols1ng anar 

defendlng long-establl8hed and. ttnanclally rewardlng 

rlghts. 

A seoond Instanoe ln 1)44 8ho.. tbat Abbot W~lll.~ 

de Bernham. whoae actlvltles ln other aresa were s~.e.hat 

dublou., contl~ hl. Vigilance ln seeklng to malnt&ln 

prevloualy held rlghts and anxlously 80ught any precedent. 

;whlch would be to hls advantage. In that Iye.r, on two 

dlfrerent ocos81ona, he sought and obtalned exemplitlcatlon 

~f a nu~r of nits, prlvl1ege,a and disposltlon8 ot 

prevlou8 casea whlch re-arflrmed the abbot's rlghts to 
o . . 

the cognlzanee or certain pleaa and to the amer cementa 

arlslng thérerro •• 23 Abbot William waa apparentl, 

deslrQPs or uSlng as precedents a-number of decl.lona 

whlch had prevlously been made ln tavor ot th~ abbot's 

rlghts or Jurlsdlctlon ln ca8e8 whl~h had been olalmed 

b; Justices or the Klng's Benoh. 24 An Important con81deratlon 

here was the rlght or the abbot to exc~lve Jurlsdlctlon 

wlthln the borough on all pleas save th08e touchlng the 

klÎlg'B person,.'ln the petltlon of 1344 the abbot obtalned 

. a re-affirmation or hls rlght& both. wlthln the L1berty and 

. .. 

wlthln the borough. 
~, 

But tn1& vigilance oould enoourage excessive cla1 ... 
o • 

In 1J4S the franchl.e of the ab8'ot .. s tat.n Into the 
, 2S t> • 

tl~'a banda. Abbot Wllliam. who st the'tlme .aa 

lnvolved ln hl. dispute w1th Blshop Bateman, had Bad 
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.presentments made agalnst hlm for tre~passes ~hleh he 

had oQmmltted ln the town. The ab~ olalmed that p.~ 

waR under no obllgat10n to answer the oharges berore the 

klng's justioes, asserting that hts nnôlent prlvlleges 

gave hlm full oontrol over the borough and all ot lts 
.. 

. 1nhabltants and olalmlng that no one oould lntertere. 

The klng's attorney clalmed that thbs was tantam?unt to 

saying that the abbot oould ~ll the k1ng to plead 1n the 

abbot's oourt wlth1n the borougQ' The abbot's proposition 

ns an "unheard 01'" extension of prl v1lege, \and the 

tranohise was therefore selzed. Although the franohise 

was soon restored, the li~ltations of power ~ad been 

sufflclently marked, and we find no other abbot suggesting 

suoh immun! ty or extens'ion of rlghts. 

A third and final oase during the rule of Abbot 

John de Brinkeley shows that'confliots over jurisdlction 

wero perhaps lnoreas1ng as the use of newer judlo1al 

officials also Inoreased. In,froceedlhgs before the 

Klng t S Bench, Tr1.nl ty Term lJ~. the abbot ot ~Y. throUgh 

.his attorney, olaimed the jurIsd1etion over cases ot nt ne 

brewe ~nd bakers who had been Indleted betore the 

keeper.; of the pesee for ll1egal weights and measures 1 

jUdgement to~ the abbotls jurIsdlctlon waS tinall~ granted 

ln 1368. 26 Desplte the length of tIme'b~tween the orIgInal 

sul t and ~he f1nal settlement, the prlnclple was 'Important 
, . 

enough to pursue and serves as a ~ther illustration 

of the necessI,ty tor the abbots of Bury to be aware ot 

an,: roaion ot thel~ranoh18at llbertlea. 
\"~ , 

Ci 
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These eramples, few among the many whlch could be .. 
cIt~d.27show that the abbots 01' Bury had to spend tlme 

and energy in the pursult o~ pr1vilege. Attention whloh 

mlght hsve been more rlghtly devoted to the Internal \ 

administratlon of the abbey and the role 'ot splrl tual 

leader wcs, out of necesslty. ot:t,en .4Iverteci to seoular 

functlons. In addit10n to thls type- of activlty, the 

abbot~_Of ~ry were frequently used on special commissions 

trom the gov~rnment.. In 1341 Abbot W11~l1am. along wlth 

many oth~r abbots and ecclesiastlcal lords lh other 

countles, was appolnted as a memb&r of a oommlss1on of 
,." 

oyer and termIner to Investlgate oonplalnts regardlng' 
/ -

the collectIon of the wool subsldy recently granted the 

klng.?8 Agaln ln 1372. Abbot John de Brinkel~y was 

asso~at~d wlth another commission or array anq keepers 
. 29 

ot the pe&ce. Desp1te the t'sot that the steward or 
• i. 

the under-steward mlght have asslsted the abbots ln these 
---- . 

fœnotions. the sbbots ot Bury St. Edmunds did bear an 
" 

ultlmate"respanslbl1lty to the orownoln thelr seoulàr 

" capaolty • 

Other personnel 'ln the L1be:ttl " 

The day to day business. 01' the admlnlst~atlon or 
the !liberty'ot St. Edmund 1f8S carrled out by tlte varlous 

.. - , . 
offlDlals, who, ~ere s~mllar to the royal offlclals 

-
co~only round-1n ~he sh1res. tt vas charaoterlstl0 

(, 

of the pertod tor the lords ot,mAnY or' the greater lal 
, 

> . .,1' • 
and ~ocles1astloat~11bertle8 to develop a'system or 

-- . 
.~ 

• 
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administrat10n and use of o~fieials parallei to the 

royal adm1nistration and officiaIs existlng outside 

the franC~lse~.30 Thus withln a ~lberty the stewards 

exereised funetions slmllar to 'Chose o;f 'sheriffs ln 

other parts of England. and other responsibl1ltles were 
t 

-' 
/ ," 

delegated to the,under-steward. hundreg baillffs. oorOn~rs, 

constables, and. later, the justices of the peaee. A 

brief ind.Ication of th: offlc1als which can 'be Yound 
Q 

wIthl~ the Ll~erty of St. Edmund, together with Borne 

suggestIons as to their dutles. wlll further illustrate /~ 

the eomplex responsIbI1Itles wh10h ultIma~ely pertalned 
'" 

to the abbot. 

Sinee the tlme of WIllIam the Conqeror. the hered1tary 

stewardsrip of the Liberty of St. Edmunds was in the hand~. 
J • 

of the HastIngs famI1y, who held the of~lce as, a serjeanty 

-t1-ôm the abbot. 31 A 'f? fifteenth century Bury manuscrlpt, 
,\/ , ~ 
olt~d by H.M. Cam, Illustrates the stewardls relatlonsh1p 

"'Î.I; ?~ 
.::',to the abbota 

L' 
o 

'The abbot of Bury gave out of his revenues 
'oertal'n manors to a steward. to support the rI~hts 
of his chnrch and ",his franchlse,. so ,that he and his 
brethre~ mlght qu1ety praise and serve God •••• If 
any mlsdoers should rebel,'the stewardt'Should deal " 
with them as' rlght and Iaw would, so that the abbot~ 
should in no wise be troubled nor vexed wl th. 'such 0 

forelgn matters. 132 _-..l / 

f 

Though it ls clear that ln the f~~rteen~h oentury the, 

.·bbots <fld' not regard these matters as '~toreign," never-
'. 

- . \.1 
,theless, the steward, or h1s deputy, certalnly relleved 

.-/ . ... 
the abbot ot ~ great ~al o~ d4~ly admlnlstrat1on. 

.--

( 
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The functlon8 or the atèwards were numerous, for 

he was essentlàlly the cor:mectlon, betwe~n the abbot and' 
, 

the crql'Ih ln a}l Important admlnlatratlvè. judlclal and 
, 

financlal matters. He overSQW t~~ ~ork of~the varlouB 

offlctals ,.,1 thln the elght and a ha'lf hund:reds, and. 11Jçe 

a aherlff. l'lent on tourns twice a year to the dlfferent , ~ 

hundreds. Hls JUdlclale d,utles conslsted of preslding 

over 'the Greàt, Cou.rt st Bury, whlch corresponded ,to the . 
, . .(, 

shlré court ln o.tb~r areat:), and of holding the central 

eo~rt a t t-J{e~ho~~"lj1~~st outslde B'UrY'. for pless, arls1ng 
" • i 

1'11 thln the elght and a Aalf liUndreds. He also acted as 

the rèpr~entatlve of.' thec abbot ln other courts, of the 
, " 

land.: 1. e. t ln the shire court -at IpSWich, ln the king' s . ' .. 
t • 

, , 

before the travelling jUstl~~S. 
~ ~! 
court at Westminster,. 'or 

Hia flscsl dUtles lncluded the ~esponslbl11ty of levylng 
o ~ 

fines and amercetaents whlch wOui tJ1t
éh ei-4;her b'e pald to 

the, king or to tne Jbb " n thls' l'fay _, he l'las the \. 

representatl'\!'e of the' al:>bot 'a t the Exchequer ~B weIl. 34 
) 

- . , 
l, It was uSual ln cases where the stewardshlp,'was ,a' 

"hered1 tary on~ as 1 t was at Bury, 

'to be vdone by an under-steward who 

fsml1y but wno took hl'B oath otflce 

for the s-ctual' lfork 

l'SS ap~lnted by th~ 
. 35 

to the abbot. In 

1327. because' ~urence ~astlngs was only ~lne ye~ o1d, 

the 'Il'Un~tlol1S~ of, tqe steward. were carrled out by Ba1l>h de 
4 ' ..... ,. •• " . 

Bock1ng", a man who reta1ned the Importa~t posl t10n for 

" a numbèr of y~arB ~nd who exer'clsed a number of' other 

1mportant functions in ·t)uffolk. J: Al~hough 'ln 1335 the 

'4,~,~ , 

• 
\, \ 

\ 
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.. 

k~hg granted to the sti1l under-aged '+-8urence Hast.ings 
v 

~ 

"as a special grace." 'the rlght, to the stewardshlp an~ 
;}'71 (i , 

the fees. therefrom, we stlll find RalJ:f'l de Bonklng 

exerclslng lllà.ny of tl'\e actual functlonB of the steward'. 

His dutlee were essentle.lly those of the clil1ef stewar~, 

t!10ugh ~e recelved Ieee money for h1e se~lces than the "ter Bteward. did. JB ' 

: In th18 ~pacl ty Ralph de ~ocklng exerolsed the, 

important priv1~ege. of the' 'returll .or::w-rl'ts. the process ... -.. ~ ~ 

whereby the S~lff' of Su:f'folk tran~f~rred to the steward il • . 
l ' 

~ 

o~ the L1berty the responslbility for answ~rlng tpe 'royal 
o 

wr1ts. Although he s~ems to have Ch.rrled out this .1'unot1on 

r.sponsl bly, ,for instance ln handllng 1nqulsi tion§. post 
" o 

·90:rtem.}9there, was on-e o~oasiôn-. at ;te~,st·, . when he W&S 

oalled to stier be.~ore, the justices of th.e Benon tor his .. " 

falLure t 
. ') . 4 

prope'r' rettlrns. 0 The fa~lure to 

of' wr1 ts could have serlcuB oonsequencelil 
". 

br. both the abbot an~ the steward'. The sheriff of S~t":folk 

oould reeeive a wr1~t of non omi ttas 41E:.IlOW1Ag hlm tQ' 
" d~ 

enter the Liberty 1fh~n the steward t'al1ed to exeoute a 

~ t, as 'l'las the esse in 1359 over a wrlt, o,'f replev)'. 
42 

Be~us~the abb"t and hiS st ..... rÀ vere •• 'entlally àgents j ~- 0 

~f" the, oya1 government 0 ln thls,"C&~~lty. the re'peated or 

'\. \" 
t'a1~ure~ t~ carry out; the, tunatlon coul~ ,ee.sl1y lead 

) 

to e1ther Inoreas'od ,royal intervention or the forfe1ture .. 
o 

ot the Liberty. Bath the ch1et'- steward and the under- ~ 
, . 

steward owed th~l~ orf1ees to the abbot of . Bury. took thelr 
1 • 
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oaths of o:ffloe to the abbot. and were in. part supported .. 
by him for thelr dutI~8. It ~s therefore important ttor 

0::;.. the sbbots to be aware of thelr stewards' actions snd -

polloles'. lest thelr' tallure to exooute the functlons 

fi " 

" 

properly should brlng unw~nted l'eau1 tl? Becsuse the 

franohise was Important as a source or :flna!lcial gain to 
o 4) 
the abbey. 1 t lfOS vItal tha t the abbota and their ot"ficl8,la 

\ \ 

keep the pesee. adm1nlster the law of the. ,land. and thus 

be able t.o retain 'their ~lberty. , \ 

" ., ., Ih s,\d1tIon to the steward and the under .. steward, 
, ! ' 

the,re were other lQlp'ortant offiolals worklng wi th1n th,e 

Liberty of' St. EdmUnd~ 'The hund:red-bal1lffs, appolrtted 
, \ 

by the. abbot, executed dele-gated authorl ty from the steward. 

They Impane'lled jurl~s for tha hundred oourtll'. presided 

over these courts. aoted as dlstralnors of goodS. oertifled 
If 

Inquests to the steward, and, also oollected fInes and 

anieroeme,nts due the Ex0n,equer and the abbot, t'or the latter, 

the hundred bBll1ffs had-'to g1ve thelr aceounts to th.e, 
, 44 

abbot, th~ steward and the cor~r of the, Llb~rty.!/ The . ' , 
~ , 

offIce tas tarmed out by the abbot, and th~ hundred 

ba11Itt's pald a sp,.e,cIf~c learly sum to the abbot t'or thelr 
. 45 '1 

fee. an arrangement whlch often resulted ln the ba.I11tt's 
"-

~ attemptlng to Increase thelr sources of Inoome at the 

erpense of' the abbot's tellS'nts. l'nde,ed. It waS not 1lnUsual 
"'- - > ' , 

't!) t'Ind, many complaints about thelr behavlor from the 
, . 46 ;. 

resldents ot, t., hundred8. In one -case at',l.east e" ~I~~tt 
• j" ' 

, ot" the abbot liaS lndloted t'or numerous :relon1es &ozhm.t t·ced , .. 

" 

Il 

! ,,, 
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from 1384 to 1391,.47 Although he obtained a pardon "st 
, 

the instance' of the prlor and oonvent ot Bury," the 

aotions of such an offlcial who was appolnted by the 

ftbbot might further explaln some'of the periodlc antagonlsm 

and autbreaks of hostlllt1 by the resldents of the Llberty 
48 

agalnst the mOnB.st"ry. 'In 1396 t1 ballit! ot the abbot~ 

Robe+t B&rdewell, was assaulted as he was exeoutlng the 

order of the steward ta take a felon to. jail ,"491 t would, 

seem ,that even at thls late date, attacks and other actions 
, 

hy theot~wnsmen artd tenants to Impede the ahbot's officials 

were not ,unusual. 

Other of~lol~lB ln the _L1berty alded the more 

promlnent ones in thelr taSks.~ There 16 evldenee that , 
, , 

'the Liberty of St. Edmund, l1ke those ot..St. Albans, Ely 

and Read1ns.50had their own coroners whose major responslbll1ty' 
, 

Was hold1ng inquests Into deathe withln the eight 4nd à 

haIt hundreds. The abbot and convent had apparently he~d 

and exeroised thls rlght wl th1n the borough for Some t1me.-
, ' , , 

before the mlddle of the ro~rteenûh century wlthout the 
., 

express mentl0 of auoh rlght ln thelr charters_ - In 1353 

they .d.ld, 

wlth thla 

normal 

or the 

\ 

petlt~on the orown and obtalned a oharter 

grant.~l -iKo exampl~s 111ustr~te the 

ot .the corohers _ In l 157ft: there 18 ment10n 

coroners 1ndlctlng a man for ~rder ~ithln ' 

the tOlfn, S2a d ln the 1169 case oi ma~laugh.ter ln the 
..J 

abbey'dorm1 1 t was éharged tha t the m()nka. ft ln - ' 
. 

19rtor1!Lnce o'f the 1aw, burled the body ln the cemeter,9'_' 
~? , 

wlthout vlew pro~ble' that the~ 

" --

• 
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ooroners wlthln the Llberty carrled out other funotlons 

slml1ar to those performed by the county ooroners. but 
, ". ù 

i t 19 not clear whether he ·waliJ elected. at the court of 

~ "ti1e Llberty. or whether, as in the Liberty of' St. Albans, " 

, . 

, 
f-' .. 

, S4 
the abbot nominated the ot"flclal. A1though no direot 

evldence h8.8 come to 11gh t regardlng the pr~sence of'" 
-

oonstables of the hundreds or of the towns. these' offlcials 

who carrled out mainly ~011ce and military functl01. are 

found ln other libertles and 'were responslble to the' 

steward. 55 

c 

c. The l'Uvals to the Abbot's Powers wlthln the Liberty 

An impoFtant consl'deratlon ln the hlstory of the 
. , 

,frànchise of the abbey ln the ~ourteenth century lA the 

deg.ree to which the, abbot t s powers and pri vl1egeB t'ema~ned 

seéure 'and unbreachable, ~speclally t"rom the Intrusion of 
. , 

the king's courts, special commlss1ons~ and the newer 
7. 

-

officiais of the keeperB of the pesce an'd justlces ~t ~he' 
l ,,' ~ t> 

pe8c~ It Ms, been noted tha t the importance .nd 
lé (, 

tunctions of the sherlffs did decllne durlng.thé fOUrteenth 
" ." 57 . 

oentury in relat10n to, these other olflc1als 1 ln a so~ewha.t 

si1l11lar fash%n, compet1 t10n froni these officiaIs also 

affeoted the steward' a func.tlons and· the un1que statua of 
, 

the L1~rty. In fact, there are indications that the 
. , 

.centrâl' government wsa J:r.aklng some slgn1ficant gains 1n 

asaertlpg power, psrt1cularli:;jUdlo1al power,' 1f1 thln the 
~ p 

:franohise of the abbots of Bll!Y. --

'J 

" 

. '. 

\ 
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There are some instances of the·abbots ,of Bury 

prot-estlng bath the presence of and a180 the jud1e1al' 

competenoe of the Court of the Klng's,Benoh when It Bat 

at Bury. As early as '1314 there la a record on the Close 
" 

Rolla of an order to the just1ces of 'the Benoh to permIt 

Abbot Richard 
\ " !J 

~o have oognlsance of pleas touchlng the L1berty 
of the town of St. Edmunds. as he asserts that he 

. and hls predecèssors ought ta have and have hi therto 
hâd suc~ oognlsance. ~o that Buch pléas ought tOS8 be pleaded before his ministera of that liberty. . ' 

Later .1n the oetltury when th~ Court ot the K1ng t s Bench .' 
59 

sat Ilt Bû:ry ln 1;46. ,1352,.1364 and ln 1379, there were 
. 60 

protests on the part of the<i,bbot. In 1364 the klng 

had ordered the court ~o ~tay·1n East Anglla for the 
, <. . 61' " 
whole ôf Tr1nlty ter~, and on thls occas10n Abbot John 

, ~ r 1 ;ri 

de Brlnkeley protested the court's competence ln st leaat 

\ one case. In 1368 he obtai~ed a favorabie' judgement on 

the j~lsdlot1on he O~lmed.62a~ 1nt.~69~n a more 

general re-affirmation of h1s lopg-establlshed rlghts. 

IJ 

., 
Whereas Henry Grene and Thomas de Ingelby, 

late just1ces of the K1ng's Benoh. held a session 
ln the borough on thlngs ,~ertalnlng to the rlghts 
of the orown and the keeplng of the pesoe in the 
oo'unty of Suf.folk for t~e m.ore speedy expedi tion 
ot the bUSiness, the king, for hie affection to the 
glor1ous martyr ••• has grante~ thât the abbot and 
oonvent shall not be pre j udlcgd ln.respeot ot thelr 
sald ltberty by suoh sesslon. J .. 

, Miss Putnam has suggested that the oppos1tion or 
the great 11befttee such ~s Bury St. Edmunds was one 

factor in brlng~ng the,C~r~ of the Klng1s Benoh on·a· 
< 64 ' 

pet~nent basls to Westmln~ter.< Yet on the whole, lt 
, ' 

. } 

'/ 
, . 

,-
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must be noted that the contlnued protesta of the abbots 

of Bury towards other commlssions trom the crown were 
/ 

made after the tact, that la, the government tended to 

appoint oo~tsslons tirat and then, upon petlt~on by the 

abbot, issu.e consol1ng assuranoes statlng th~ appolntments 

~ere not to be con~ldered preJudlc1al ta the libert1es. 

This tendency can be noted in a number or instances 

regardlng oommlsslo~ of oyer and termIn~r (ln 1305. 1327. 
65 . 1 1331. -1}41. 1)44 and l~ter). ' special comm1ssions investigat~ng 

66 
~ssay~ (ln 1329). anq oommiss1ons for keep1ng the peace. 

In the latter Instance, lt 1s'.lnterestlng to note that, on '\.. 

oc~slon, the s~eward or under-steward of the abbot~as ' 
1 

associated wlth oommisslon~ of the peace.-ln 1329 Ralph 

de Bocking. along with t'Wo others, rèoelved such a 
J 

;, 
comm1ss1on ot p~ace wlthln the L1berty. and he also served / 

': 6 
as a justice .of ass~ze for th~Eastern oounties 1n 1330. 7. 

\ 
" In 'one other important'" are a the LIberty of ,St. 

Edmund "sa" the Intrusion ,of the royal, r,epresentatlves 

and the lOBS -o~JUdlclal.profltB. The enforcementoof the • , 

~tatute of Laborer- ,1n period afte: the., Blackl'Deat~_~1 

was recelvlng a Joint'oommiss1on 

for the peaoe and laborers, or to those ,rece~vIng ~ 

speoial çO:"lDl1eslon exclusivel,., for the entoroement of ~ 

Statute.
68 

Although on t~Q oocast'ons Ralph de Bock1ng 0 

- '. , 6' . 
·was assoclated wlth the oommisslona'fo~ Suffolk, 9 It 18 

81gn~rlcant tthat, there 18 no reoord ot the abbot oe Bury 
, \ 

l \ ,. t' 

petltlon~ng·the orown or recelv1ng a grant tor the rlghts 

---~-,.-
- , 

" , 

_ __. __ .. r} 



, , 

·e 

1 

~178 
, , () 

/ 70 
,to the prof1ts of' the, enforoement of the legls1atlon. 

Generally, the lords of franohises d1d not Teoelve the 

penaltles ,ool.lected, although Hlss Putnam has found that 

rive abüots dld petition to the orown for the r~~en~~t71 , 
f 

and that ln some cases, lords or franohises reoelv~a 

~~~ speclal oomm1ss1ons of justices of l.aborers to work ln 

/ thelr llbert1es &10ne. 72 ~t ~~ ~ve been tnat the prooess • 
was to~ complex, or too costly, but 1t ls .perhaps more 

probable that, as wlth·othe~ l.ords, the abbot of Bury 

need~d that help whlch the crown could 8upply for 

reooverlng,vlllelns and securlng la~or and thus left the 
73 

task of oonvlctlng up ta the royal agents. In vlen of 

the faot that other eccleslastlcal lords had ~ken tl;le 
O' • 

Inltiativ~ to apply to the crown for special pr1v11eges 

ln thls regard, It-does seem unusual,t~t the ab~ot~ of 

Bury, usually so dealrous of selz1ng new sources of . . . 
1noome and pr1vileg.e ......... falled to do so. 

f 

II. The Parl16mentary Role o~ the Abbot 

Just as the'abbot of Bury had an 1mportant role lR 

the admlnlstratl.on of ju~tloe and acted as a royal agen-!_ 
~-~~-

wlthln the L1berty. so dld he also play a role ln the 
1 _ 1 

nat10nal p011tlcs throug~ his attendanc&"at P~~llament ',c 

an~ the Convocat10ns of the clergy. Durlng the fourteent~ 

century lt la tr,pe that ln genersl the' abbots, even ~e 

"parll,amentary abbo'ts," vere of.' less importanoe ln 

gov~~nment tha~ the b1shops. 
. .. 

Nevertheless, the abbots 

. 
, ' 

-\ 
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/ 
4It who were summoned 'to Farllament'dld joln wlth other 

prelates ln assertlng'cl~r1cal' 1ndependence' and vere 

I{' 

\ \. . ---
8. force to be reckoned wlth by the king, especlally in 

\ " 
matters of taxation. 

F~om the p~lnt of vlew of Fhe abbot an4 ,the monaBter~. 
, 

the parl1amentar~ role of the é.bbot was more often regarded ' 

as a burden than as a rlght. The abbots of, Buil-y regu~arly 

reoelved the summons'to attend Parllament, ae they , ' 

. 
regularly recelved wr1te of ml11tary summons from the 

crown. A.M. Relch's analysis of the wrlts of parliamentary 

summonses recelved by the heads of rellg10us houses shows 

that the abb()~s of Bur.y vere amona the most aotlvely,-"", , , 
Involved. from 1295 to 1377, the abbot of Bury recelved 

more parllamen~ar.Y_ summonses than the ab'bot or Any oth,er., 

BenedIotlne Abbey ln the natIon. 74 In the reign or Edward r 

.;>the abbot rec~lTed eleven sUlDJDons~s.t ~neT mor~ thari. ~l~he; 
St • .lAugustlne' s,~ ~nter.bury. or We~tmlnster AbbeY'. and 

only one l~ss than" the 'abbot or Evesham •. Durlng Edward II's 
.' . reign, ~thI~t~-three summonses were recelved by the abbot. 

and ln phe relgn of Édward III. 8. total of r1fty summonsea. 

one more than Westmln.ter and rlve:1Dore th.4ILn St. Albans. " 

~.~re received~75, par~~amentary ~u~onses w~e'not ~l .. ya • 
), , - -- ---- , 
, , ;. lsBued to ab~Oti. aQd the 1?&sls t~r the 'seleotlçn appe,ar8 

, 

to have,been.somewhat lncons1atent, though ln gen.ral It 
'. 

, .J 

se8ms ~hat the abbots who owe~'homage and f.altt to the 
, ," "76" . 

. crown ware the onet usual17 called to attend. Atter 1341 

. " the l'lumber or pa,rlla1Dentary abbote stabll1zed at t.ent;r-
" t " , ,- ,i' 

1} 

) -' 
•• 0 

, ' 
" 
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- ) 7 
seven, of whom twenty-three"were Bened1ctines.? The 

àbbots of Bury were thus members /of an 1mportant element 
" 

of the eocleslastlcal lords. 
; 

The dlff1cult1es for the abbots thus s1imtnoned'· 
. 

1$f:r~ oovlous. The flnanclal éurden on the abbot and .. " 

his ho'usehold travelllng to Parllàments or Convocati-ons, 
~ . . 

whether to testmlnster or t9 posts farther afleld. and 
~;, -

'stabllshlng r~sidence there were an obvloJs'draln on 

'h1s resour~es. 78 That the at~enda'l')ce at p,arllament was 

'" a problem for- bath ",the k1ng and for the a bbots ls ev1dent . . "', . 
, . 

by . the crown,'g at~empts to compel the 'prelates' presenc.:.; 

and the numerous 1nstances where the Abbots attempted to 

avold the!! duty. J.S. Boakell has concluded that "ttle ' 

attendance of the parl1a~ntary abbo~s was eVldently 

throughout. the medleva'l per10d even, hormally deplorable. ft 79 ' .. .' 
, . 

Although they were expec~ed to $ttend in pepson, proxles 
~ -

were,ln common use (desplte the dlsapproval of the k1ng), 

and lt would seem the exception rather th4n the\rule for 

an' abbot to atten4 personally during th1s period. 80 

Exa~ple8' ~rom Bury of ,thls tendency turther 11lustrate , 

~hls po1nt.' At t~e,P&rllam;pt'ot Carl1sle_ln.1307. Abbot 

Thomas sent' two proètors to represent hlm. Johnde Eversdon. . ~- .. \. \ 

.. IR' ' , 81 
, a monk or 'Che abbeY.'. and one of hls clerks. ' T~e p..lttern ., . 
was 'repeated a number ot times ~hroughout the centu~. the 

most conslstent be1ng t~e perlod from 1391 td' 1397. when 

AbbO~ Willla!! ~ent proctors to each of the tlv'e parlla,ments " 
, . 

he,ld .. 82 A good e.~mp1e of'}he "reasons ' why the al?bota ot ~ 

':,/ 
--;r------- , 
\. 
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, 
·Bury felt that th1s was mor~ an ob11gatlon and burden 

than a cher1shed r1ght ls PiPvIde~ by the case of John 

of Tlmworth. H1a dlfflcultles in regard to his elect10n 

and the flnanclal drain on h1s resources, whlch had begun 

even before he W4S flnaj,ly conflrmed as abbot, must have" 

been the occaslon tor hls petitlon to the crown to be , . 

relleved of thls b~den. In 1383 he recelved the followlng 

~Id from the klhg. 

Grant to the abbot of Bury, ln conslderation 
of the long voldance of the abbey, that for three' 
years sfter the restitution of temporallt~es he 
shall,be excused from atterlding Parllament'ln person, 
provl~ed tha-e he appear by sUfflclent, prQc"tor at 
all'Parl1aments heldOdurlng that perlod. b3 

The reluctance ot some of the ab~ots to assume a 

parliamentary role was understaudable. In addit10n to the 

flnanclal bUrden consequent on thls pos1tion, t~e 

requlrements for attendlng elther Pa:r:llament or Convocatlon 
, 

meant an absence from the abbey for a per1od"of from 

five 'to ~1x weeks. 84 This could have serlous conseq~ences, 
, , 

leavlng the adminlstrat10n of conventual atfa1rs ln the 

hands of the prIor; On one occaslon at least. the absence' 
~ 

of the abbot because of attendance at Parliament was'. 

contr1buting factor ln the d1sturbances st the abbey. , 
In January'lJ27 Abbot R10hard de Driughton was attend1ng 

Par11ament at Westm1nster when the townsmen and tenants 
. , 

attaoked the monastery. 1mprlsoned the pr10r and th1rteen . --
monka. and forced the captured monka to destroy bonds 

held bY 'the abbey.8S The abbot returned ta Bury, was 
~ 

\ " 

1 

i 
i' 

\. 
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, 
forced to slgn a IIcharter" drl1wn up hl the townsmen and 

~ , . 
th en returned tQ Parliament. The~e he obtained the advlce , , , 

of the assembled tords ~nd declared the ~xto~ted "chart~r" 
86 null a~1 vo1d. Support of the abbot's posItion by 

/ 87 
th6 other prel~tes and ~y lords was undoubtedly_helpful. 

but the fact tha t Abbot RI)hard' s post tion as a parllamentary , 

abbot requlred h1s attendance ln Lo~d~ necessar11y meant 

that less at~entlon was dlrecte~ towards the peaceful 

resolutlon of the long~standlng problems between the 

Abbey and the town. 
. 

The pub~c'~ole of the abbot of Bury St. Edmunds . , 
was an Inherent feature of the hlstory of the abbey • 

. 
Because the abbey could be number&d a~ong the most wealthy 
~, ' 

of the Eng ll,Sh eCcleS!aS~1 es~ablishments. the abbot 

was neoessatlly forced to assume a role aB a representatlve 
, ' 

of th~ endowed "olergy on ,~ome yportant \ 1ssues, part1cularly 

on the 1~sue of olerical taxation. The-abbot'o~ Bury, 
.... 0' ' 

slong wlth the other parllamentarl abbots and member$ 
~<l •• .i' J_ ~ 

of the hlgher clergy sLlllllDOl)ed to Parll.ment'. would be 
, . 

1n~olved ln diScussIons lead1ng to parllamentary grants 
f 

which 'Kere levled ori the temporalltles belonglng tG the 

clergy, and he would also assume a role ln the dlséusslons 

in Convocat1~ns of the Clergy wh1ch were called,by the 
\ 

Arobbisnop or Cant~bury.' rerardlng the taxation or • 
, 88 ( . . 

splr1tua11tles. Attendanoe at Parllament _nd .t the 
, .' 

4ndeperi<1~nt clerlcal ga~herlngs ~as theretore 1mportant, 
" 

no ,matter how 1rrIta~}ns, the recè1pt Or'& 8ummonS'mlg~t 
<~. 
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" tbe, for the decislons reach~d ln these assemblles dld have 

a direct bearlng ~pon the ~ortunes of the abbey. 

Desplte the fa~t that the abbote of Bury frequently 

sent p~octor~ or were excused from a~tending these -assemblies, 
u 

the iss~es thus' ralsed pompelled thelr attention. The 
, 1 

suggestion made in the Parliament of 1371 for the ~artial 

disendowm.ent of clerical property W$S of Ol;>ViOU~Q'co\cern 
to Bury St. EdmundS; Abbot John de Brinkeley. personally 

present on 'that oc'cas1on, caused the proposed art1cles to , , , 
, ' 

be trahscrlbed st the abbey, apparently with a vlew 

towards wri-tlng 8. r'esponse on behalf of the BenedictInes. 89 

Such an attackpon clerical propertyand,lndependenoe 

aff~cted the abbey of Bury no less than any other 
" 

ecolesiastical establfshment. The fact that'the'~bbots 

of Bt4ry were thus forced'to exerclae publIo fUnctlons 

;.r Pa~fiament\and that they had tO,be aware of the many 

challenges to their pos1tIon reveals once aga~n the 

many dlfficulties faced by the ~eads of an important 
, 

abbey. Important as the 'parliamentary role may have been. 
t~> ~ 
~~ , 

as shown partlcularly in 1371. It la only too clear that 
~, . 

thls public responaibll1ty. llke the'other secular 

responslbl1itlea. oont~lned the pOS8'lbl11ty, of ser1-Ously 

. ~eak .. nln~he a,bbot· s fundamental role. as the SPlrLtua~·. 
leader of !~e monks of St! Edmunds. 

\ 

1 , 

• i 

l ' .. 

" i \-
, .' 

l, 
, 

. 

.J 

'" ... 
r ...... .,-""-

. 1 

. 
'\ 

\' : 

'1 ' 
\ 

.. 

T 
; 

~ .' 



.' 

? 

, , 
184 '1 

III r \fhe Abhg,t: (-la .. TW:'t.nt- !n-Chl'ef "ng, Feudal Ove:r1ord 

One aspeot of the changing relatfonshlp of the Abbey" 
" 

of.~~j St.. Edmunds to t~e centr~l government in the later 
'\ , <" 1 • 

r.ud~,e Ages 18 that of the feuù!!tl relatlonshlp of the abbot 

to the crown. The "decllne of feudallam," part-lcularly f;;1 
o " ~ 0:::.-3 

the developments under Ed,ù .. rd ,1; has certalnly recèl ve4 

due atte~tlon fro~ hlstor\ans, rlot~ ~~wever,-wlthoutO , 
Q , \ ' "~=-"'f'" l' 9t1 

~raI!ng many'questions regerdlng, the deftnltlon of feu~allsm. 
, ~,' 

\itt~eeklng to a~~wer the larger qu~~tlon of th~ 
~ ., ~ /~' (1 

degree of th~lnt;egratlon of feudallsm ln general, 1fe i 
,r -"-----. ~ 

. can note sorne ImpoJ'tant trends in the relatton8h~ of" the 

abbot\ of Bury ~o the crown whlch 111ustrate some changès 
" V) ,'. ~ t 1'fJ 

ln th~t feudal relattonshlPr partlcul~rly lfi regard to , 

1 
oF' 

~ / ' J ' ~ ,. , ... 

the-question of ml11tary service. Both the· ml1itary 
\ .... ~ 

relatlonshl,p bf!!bJeen the abbot as an eocieB,1~st1cal t'enant

in-chief and the cr'own andtf also the relatlonsh1p between 
• ~ (' u ~ 

the abbot' as a .feudal overror~d and his own tenants ttnder-
1 . . - D ~ 

~ went 4 dlscernablè tranBform&tlon durlng the thlrteenth 
... . ,. 

and fourteenth centur1es, a proc~sij whléq had some s1anlflcant 
Q 

resu~B fo~ bo~h the abbot and the k~ng.1 ' 
~ 1 J ' \ 

The feudalization of· ~he Wold~ngs of~th~ abbey.of 
" . 

, 1 

Bury St. Edmunds begari s~on after the Conquest, &s lt dId' 
," II" 

for the other important Benedict1ne abbeys throuShout';,1 " 
. ...' ,- '.' ~ , . "/ 

EngfaOd. The ~or~n Antecedent of,a close but-subord1nate 
.~ ~ 

relat1onsh1p betwe~ '. 

was transferred to:England 

the ru'ter an' rellglouB l'nst! tutlohs 
. - , 91'. 

bytWl11lam 1. h1e allocation 
1 . 

ot knlght,s~rvlce'~as the tMs 
-, 
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relatlonsh1p. The allocation of"& stl,pulated amount of "" 

knlght serv1ce was proportioned Inequl tably among the 

mOMsterles. twenty .. three of the th1rtf.f1ve monasterles 

founded before the Conquest were asseflBed knlght.serv1ce. 

not on the bAsls of the ext~nt o~ value of the1r lands • 
.. 

but probably Ilt an amount compàrable to the ntlmber o~ . ,. . 
quas1-mil1 tary retalners in the households of the abbots 

. 92 
before 1066. The distribution of thls burden waB 

remarkably uneven. the abbota of Bury together wlth tho8e 

of Peterborough, Glastonbury and Ely owed a total of t'Wo -
hundred knlghts. more than the total of' the rema1nlhg 

93 housee aèsessed. The abbot of Bury as a tenant-ln- chief 

waa responslble for the servico of fort y knlghts. The 

process of enfeoffment of the fortar knlghts was accompllshed 

falrly rapldly. By 1086 ~h1rty-s1x knlghts had been 

ent'eoffed by Abbot Baldwin, and by 1135 the process WtlS 

completed, wlth the abbot then having the serv1ce o~ 

flftY-tw~ and three-fourths knights' fees. 94 
. . 

Many problems arose out of the abbot's pos1tion as 

a mll! tary tenant of the crown, both towards the king and 

ln rela-tlon to his, om knlghtti. Whon alter the Conquest 
c 

JDany abbots 1fer:~ put on a level w1th other tenants-ln-ohlef. 

they thereby assumed a role in gove;r.tment. both as ~eudal , 

tenants and as feudal overlords. The~ di:fflculties and 

bul:-dens consequent on suoh a posl t10n were apparent in 

the lnternal lire ot' the Abbey and ln the. financ1al and 

adm1nistrative resp'onsib111t1es wh10h thls pos1t1on nOM 

demanded. 

-
... . 
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Th~ problem of knlght serv1ce 0lied to the erown 

eentered around· the fact that trom the mlddle oÏ the 

t~lfth century on. the k'-ngs were forced to rely on 

more than .just tenure by m1ll tary serv1ce to supply an 

armyJ lt~was the cont1nued èffort of the crown to ralse 

ml11l:;ary ahd flnanolal support whlch posed suoh a problem 

for the tenants-ln-chief'. The imposition of scutages in 

the twelfth and early thlrteenth oenturies could be t to 
o 

some degree. a profl table business for the abbot. Slnee 

th& \lbbot of' Bury ..,as only answerable to the crown for 

t~ervlce of fO!-'ty knlghts t yet ~d .enfeoffed :flfty- two, 

he stood to make a prof! t of ~ 12 each tlme the normal 

scu~age was collected,95 Henry l'Ifs effort to demand the 

t'ull payment ot fifty-two fees fal1ed, and by 1166 the 

abbot of St. Edmunds firmly answered to th~own for onl,y 
96 

t'orty knlghts. However, there weTe problems assooia ted 

wlth the fact that the enfeoffment exçeeded the servi tlum 

debltum. Abbot Samson had experlenced diffloult1es in 

respect to the collection of the full amount from sli 
; ". 

flfty-two fees for scutages, money for castle ward, a.p.d 

for his own a1d. 97 Another di~floulty experlenced at thls 

time was the question of prov141ng se,rvlce for campalgns 

overseas and the necess1 ty ro~ devlplng a ~tem ot 

rotatlng serv1ce among his ~l1.ta17 tenants. 98 ..... .., 
Durlng the thlrteenth and tourteenth centur1es, some 

aépects of m111tary s~rv1ce had c~nged. but because 'the 

abbots of Bury, alông w1 th six 'other abbots. regularly 
" 

J 
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received nits of m1litary summons fr~m 1244 untl1 1385. 99 

there were st1ll important burdens owed to the crOWll. The 

first major "change lllustratlng the decllnlng role of 

the purely ~\Uda1 array lfas the reduct10n of the è~ryltl~tn 
100 debltum of many,re11g1ous houses durlng Edward !la reign. 

The number of knlghts' fees owed by the abbot of Bury for 

ml11 tary purposes waB reduced ta Slx, although fort y 
knlghts' fees was still reCOgnlzet by the crown for 

101 
flnanclal purposes. namely the collection of scutages. 

Desplte the fact that thls reductlon in the B,~rvl tlum 

debltum would appear to be bene!'lelal, ln many cases the 

ef'fect ·l'las, mÇ>re pro!''\. table to the èrown than to the abbot. 

The Bub:: ":antlal fines charged by the crOlfn were exceAdlngly 
\ 

heavy, and the attempted collection of' scutag"Q,~ in addl tion 

presente ci. a maj or problem, t'or the I::Lbbots . .of Bury. 

By the relgn of "Edward l 1 t was the polley of the 

crown ta a1io14' the ecc1esiastlcal tenants-ln-chief to 
102 ' 

compound for thelr k~ght Baryiee, thls was a f1ne 

assessed at" a fi?Ced rate on the reduoe1 serv1 tlum debitum. 

1.e. ,six knlghts' fees for the abbot of Bury. The 

advantage to the erown waS obv1 ous 1 a .J'lne or 600 marks 

a t the rate of 100 marks per Cee waB charged to Bu;ry 

1n 1294l0Jthl61 far outlfeighed the poss1ble sum of .t80 

that the k1ng wou1d obta1n 1f onlI a soutage on fort y 
.' 1 

knlghts t tees lfere co11ected.o,' The ra tes tor the f'ines 

assessed by the orOlfn ranged from 100 marks per fee ln 
104 

1294 to 20 marks 'per fee 1n lJ06 and 1314. For Bury the" 

-,-
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1 

amounts due then ranged from a hlgh o~ 600 marks to a low 

of 120 .marks total payment each tlme a flne was assessed. 

Fines lfere not allowed 1n all cases 1 in 1311 t'1nes "ere 

only allowed to those .eoeleslastical tenants-ln-chlef 
( 

, 

w.1 th leas than one-half a knight' s fee. and in 1327 only 

abbots, not blshops, were allowed to compound for théir 

service. 105 In this latte~ instance, the abbot of Bury 
106 

was assessed i120 for hie six fees. 

- \ An addi tionsL poliey of the erown. one whleh raised 

consJderable opposition and whlch wa61~:hot always BuocesBt'ul, 

was the imposition of soutages in addition to the t'ine. 
-{ 

This na ass,essed on the surplus t'ees and durlng the 
10? 

fourteenth century waB collected by spec1al commlss1oners. 
1 

Scutages were usually levied after the eccleslastlcal tenant 

had made his proffer of service and sfter the assessment of 

the f1nes. The soutages ot' 1300, 1303, 1306, 1311,and 1)21 

o"er.i!: aIl levled in adqi t10n ta the fines. but thelr payments 
108 

"ere allowed to be postponed. The scutage ~evled in \ 

1311 rs pald by the abbot of Bury ln 1,319. 109 

f From the abbot' s point of _ v~e" 'then thls re~ ~lonship 

to the crown was a burdensome one. He had the problem 

of answerlng the mll1tary summons. provldlng hls serVice 

through elther compoundlng with the k1ng or obtaln1ft6 

corporal servloe trom h1s Olfn tenants or the1r substl tutes. 

and somehow collectlng enough money to pay the f1nes and 

the addl t10nal 8cutages so otten' demanded. '!'wo lns~nQe8 

trom Bury show one devlce used by the abbot ln tult1111ng 
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111 te .OJle ot thé change. whlQh had 

-ooourred ln thl. alllt&r7 relatlonshlp to th. klns. In 
..... 

1)10, aumaoned to the .uater at Be~ck'~or the campalgn 

aaalast th. Scots, th. abbot'. repr.sentatlve dl.charged 

th •• ervlc. ot .1x knlght.' tee. due br protterlng lnstead 
110 ' . 

• lx -.erTlent.s- and three barded hor.e.. The ua. o~ 

.e"lent •• ,- o;'er3eanta (tvo .e"lente~ balng the equl valent 

ot one knlght) ... co_on DOns lIàn7 ot the ecc1.s1astlcal 

te,.nt8-ln-ohle~ and r.tlecta .. wel1 the changlng 
111 o requlr ... nta ot· th. crOtlD. In thls cas.. the king 

. nal tte4 the rell81nder ot the ",ploe due tro. ,the abbot. 

Bonyer.' ln 132) Abbot Rlchard ott.red tvo QIghts. elght 

•• rYl.ntea. and tvelTe barded-hor ••• ln complete tultl11ment 
. 112 
ot hl. Illll ta!7 obllsatlon. The.. tvo cas.. 1 llustra te 

th. laportant t~ct that the knlsht • .ovlns •• rvlce to the 

wnaota-ln-chlet' •• re otten no longer peraonall7 pertormlng 

lt .. had preTloWll, be.n the cue. 

TIll. breakdoWll ln the relatlonehlp ot the t.aan.ts

lD-Ohlet to thelr own a1l1~ t.nants ... Dot an entlrely 
,. 

Ile. 1'ector. H. M. ~e. ha8 dl.COT~d ear17 sl8J18 ot thls 

«e .. lop •• nt at Bur7. , -

The .Abbet ot St. E4J1un4.. as earl, a. l~lS. prote.sed 
ooaplete lP9ranoe 'ot the location ot hl. tltt,-two t'.... ' Ble 4eolaratlon M7 ba.... be_n de81sned to throW' 
4u.t ln the .1' •• ot the royal o~tlclals, but the ~act 
that Iro. 1228 onward8 he oonsl.t.nt1,. oorapounded tor 

." hl •• ervloe susse.ta tbat 1 t ha4 at- 1 ... t BO'" 
toim4atlon. BYldeDt17 h. ... DO, 19"1' able to exaot 
eo.rporal. •• rno. 1'roa hl. t.DUlta.ll~ . 

It 1fOIil4 •••• tbat at Bm7. .. a' P.tel'boI'OUSh aftd at other 

.p 
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abbe1 •• 11 the abbot would .1aPIT hlr. ~D. Dot'necessarl17 

~ hl- Y'Usa18. to fult1ll hi. 11111 taIT obllga ti ons to 

tille k1D8. Hawever. It .houl4 be noted that at the beglnnh'l8 
- . 
o~ the ~ourteenth centl1r7 an effort _. made at the abbel' 

( . . . . 
to-b,p tl'ack ot ~he lm1ghts' te,s o_ed to the abbot. The -----

llnchl!eck R,e;1ster contalns a coaplete surve)' ot ~he ' 

ka!shta' tees tog.ther with notatlons a. to the location 
, 

or the te~eDleDt •• Indications ot tractio4 tees and the 

_GUIlta owed troa the tnlght. tOJ: castle ward. 11S Dra1lll . 
1IP 1D 1300 at the order ot Abbot J OM de 'Northlfold, the 

~a:r:,e1 ... oompos.d. aooordlng to Walter Plnohbeck, so 
. . 

tbat the abbel' lfould have an ea8117 acoe.s1ble record ot ; 

t;be anolent rlghta pertaln1ng to the abbot. It 18 po •• lble 

tbat th. contlnUou8 ~.manda rro. the croWn tor flnes and 
. 

•• tage. neceBI1 tated so complete a record. It would 

oertaln-17'" be to the abbot 'a adYaDtage to have a re cord 

1D mer to allo. hi. to collect trom h1. 11111 tary t,n&I1U 

the uOUl1ta ow1ng to the" erom ta otrset the requlred 

paJaenta tar tlne.. BOUtas.. and alda. 

B~Y.r .04111'4, the teu4al allltar,y·obligatlon ot 

tise abbot to the OJ"Olnl etl11 e%1ated ID the tourt~enth 

_1ltv.r7. the abbate ot B1u7 reoel1'ed writa tOI' service 
. 116 . ~' :- --

ftPlarl1 trom 1244 to 1385. UDtortlmate17. because 

~ the ~Ck ot 4etallecl eTldenH. lt 1. Doot 1.a; he. ( 
1 0 

~II the abbot pa14 nae. or .eDt • hll • mee cont1DSent 

lia "apqnle to the 1I111tar)' n..cm.. The eurv1v1ll8 -

8th ~œ the di.charp ot •• "1~ ~ th '. tor the Te&n_ 

" .. , 

, 
" . 

" 
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1310 and 1323, and the oDl1 dlreot evldence tor the 

obUptloD and paYlllent ot tlnes 1. ~or the years 1294 

aa4 1327.118 Neverthele~ •• "othe~ obllgatlona to the . 

erOllll Rre app.rently _1"ultll1ed. ' Later 'ln the oentlU'7 

the abbota ot Bur7 vere called upon to axercl •• 
/
thelr 

". , 
. fIU1ctlona tor the detenae ot the real.. In 1)77 Abbot 

, , 

~0bD 4e Brlnkele7 reoelved an order 
_... --~- ---

te draw w1 thout delay ta ,Wal ton 00. Suffolk thère 
. te ablde vith 111a hou8eho1d. men st arma. armed· 
_D, hobblers ,and areh~rs 80 long as need be UpOD 
the .ate guard at the countr1. as he and his 
pœedeoes8ors ot old tlme used ta do ln tlme ot 
..r with a11 thelr retlnue 'and power ••• 119-

Johrl ot Tl_orth recelved .1m1l.ar order_ tor ooe..tal defense 

lB 1385 and 1)86. but ln the ttoraer lnatanQe (as ln 1377) 

th. abbot petltloned the crown ta be allowed to're.lde 

111 th hl. array • t 'hl_ Jll&DGr • t nu.a11, ~tead ot w1 th-
120 ' 

~w1D8 closer to tha coast. . In additIon to Ws requlrement, 
~ 

th •• bbct. ot Bur7 .• ere a180 re.ponalble tor prOYld1ng castle 
, 

", -.z4 at lforw1ch. a .arYlee 1I'h2.ch had been turned 1.nto a ' 

--~~7 ))a~nt ln',. twe1tth oentur7.121 The tact tt-t the - -
'of"M" 

a'bbe7 tept reccS~. ot Mounta due rro. the tltt,.-t.o .. . . 

te .. \tor th~. obllptloD wou1d lD410ate .tha~ the 'pQ1Dents 

_" ~8Ular17 lIIIILde.
122 

Althoush maD1 teudal incident. 

, Ga Bot app17 to churchMll •. the eco1e.laatioal tenaattl-ln-
," . 

eblef' .. re a180 liable tor the !1OZ'II&l. teu4al al41. '!'he 
• 1 1Dq1al.' tic ot 1301-02 taltea tor the arrl_ a14 for the 

tf.Ds'. c!aU8hter and the 134' lIMaü.ltlOD tekea tOl""~'th. 

blshtlq ot n .. Bd_rd. III' •• 14 •• ' aOll.,U'e botb reoOZ'Cle4 

:..\ .. 
.... 
• 
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. 12) 
-for the 1I111t&r7 tenantl ot the abbot, ln the.e ca8e8 , . , 

~, 

"1t would ~eeli that the orolfll collected IDdlvlduallT rrom f . 
tb. under-tenanta ot the abbot. 

A. • tenant-ln-ohlef ot 'the king the abbote ot Bury. j 

were burdened with nWDerou reaponalbl11ties and requlrements t 

DODe ot whlch could .&8111 be ...... olde~ and' aIl o~ whl~ "l 

r - .. 
4e.aDded.tlme, ene~ .nd ,e~DSe ~or thelr aoqu1ttance. 

lat .. a teudal overloN h~JIl8élt .. the abbot or Bur7 could 
• * , ... 

al.o expeot certa1n renrda. ,. haB alrUd7. bMn noted, 
" -

~~} . 
,tbe .trlc~1J m1~1~ relatl~hlp w~th hls ~8~a18\ ~ . 
ohansl128, '~the eftort .1 tneased ln 1)00 to •• oertaln 

'bllghta
' 

teea and- reoord the obllgatlons ot thoae, ~oId1ng 
, . 

.• blght 8ervloe dOla l~d~oate that the abbot8 contlnued 
. ' , 

~ regard the normal teudal ~18ht.·as important. Blght8 

. ot •• che.te, warctlh1p, ..rr1.age and J'~llet. contlnued to. 
- ., • J'\p 0,. ", • 

be exerclaed b7 the'abbot. ottentlme. requlrlng conslderable" 
1 • 

Ylsl1an~ ln order to pard &galnat the IDterte~epo~_9t , , 
• 1 

~. ro,.l escheator ID·calea where a tenaDt ot the abbot 
, (> ./i". 

... .110. â teDlU1t ot the cZoown. . 
'. • ..... nl oasea t1trouanout th~ tourtèen~b cent1lr7 ' 

l11utrate the.~· pOint •• 1 in 1~08' the rOJal ..,.~ .. tor 

_ orderect Dot to bold or "hrther Int~41e" 1f1th the 

1&1'14. tbat one 8te~ell 4. Brotediesh he14 of the abbot 
~ 

b7 Jmlgbt .erYloè. but to keep la the kl.'. ban48 oD11 

thoa. laM. he14 41reot17 ot the kai.124 Aplra ln- 1'30. 

6 ' 125· 1"1. 1369 Md 137 81811u' œderll pre 18aue4, " lD the 

'. 

,Ro 1at~er ..... the abbot wU ·prot.o~ ln hl- rlghta or .. _ ... 
• .< '. . 

- " ... ... . 

--
.. 

~":" 

!., ~- -~ ~-,--------...:..--..; ____ '''''C''''V-.t_~~ 
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- wardshlp aS welle Complicatlons also developed durlng 

,a vacancl ln the abb)' when the k1ng ~s. patron of the abbey , 

took oustody of the temporalltles. Inoludlng rlgnts to 

wardshlp, eScheB~ marr1age and reller. Although the 
1 

norœaljP~oQedure was for the klng ta {ellnqUlsh these 

rlghta .nen the tem~ora11tles were res~ ta the abbot. 

there were ,.oooa~ns whe~ the restoratlon WBS not 1mmediatel)' 
. .~ 

made-and the abbot would have to petltlon the crolfll. tor 
, .' . 126 ' '. 

the resumptlon ot his rlghts. Fealtl and homage, contlnu~d. 
, . 

to be r~nder.d ta the abbot by his- mlli tary tenants, and, 

ln a~dl tian. the' ~bl ~pts ~r' the ~own of Bm; "er~ 

also requlred ~o pay 100/,~rks upon the creatlon ot 
, '. • r.. ~ ,t, ... 1 

evsry new fl'bbot. The latter palment waa apeclflcal17 
',. . . " ... 127 

ret'erred -to as an ~aoknowlédgement ln lleu ot homage," 
\ 

and the pr.àctlce would ln some measure seem ta mlrror , 

what Sldne7 'Paln~r stylel as the Itpurel7' ,tl~clal" 
128 4~' 6.- ' 

, , 
...0 

r~lonshlp whlch now ex"" ... "ad be "",am tenante-in-chlef 

and thelr tepants hold1ng 15)' knlght 8e"1ce. ( 
• 

_On the wh01e lt would aeem that deeptte the qonslderable 

chanse. 1~' the ml111:ar7. 1.'portan~ ot the taudal relatloDllh1p 
,( 

to t~ crcnm and 1fith .the aub-tenants o~ the abbot. the 

network ot obll .. tl~ and tradltlonal rlght. .are still 

oonsldered Important, not ~y br the crOlhl but a1ao b1 
.r 

./ 

the abbot. WhateTer the extent or the dl.lntegratlon 

ot' the "t..,udal .,-.tell" ln pure17 IIl1l1tar7 terlD8, evldénce 
" 

trom Bury St. Edmunds doe8 Indloate that man,. ou~rd 
SI.bols ot the systell stl1l re_lnèd. The tact that 

1 

/ 
o , 
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-rina~al cons1derations Day hav~ replaced the original 

purposè of servioe-ln no way lessened the ultimate 
. . 

respona1bl11ties and admlnlstratlye oomplexltles ~~oumbent 

abbot of St. Edmunds.-
.. , 

IV. l'he KIM as Patron. 

Just as the abbot of St. Edmunds was to ~ome ... degree 

~ olosely llnked to the k~ng as a tenant-ln-chlef, the monastery 
'. 

was also I1nked to the crown ln another lmportant relatI~hlp • 
. 

As a royal foundatlon, the klng vas the patron ot the 

abbey, and the rlghts or patronage exerclsed by the crown, 

toaether vlth the oeneflts that this relatlonshlP.oOUld 

a1so brinswere slgnltioant ~acto~s ln the abbey's hlstory 

ln the tourteenth century. Two important aspects to be 

consldered ln thls 11ght are the degree ta whlo~ ~he klng's 

rlghts ot patronage Intertered with the It~e ot the abbe7 

and lts normal tunctlonlng, and secondly,. the.degree tOI 

whlch the croWn's rlghts Qver the Abbey Qontlioted vlth . . 
" those of the papaoy and the effeot ot thls confllot on 

the monastery. 

The two most important rl~ts . ot the Patron ot a . .' 

. . 

mona,tlc establIshment w~rel 1) the srantlns ot a lloence tor -
-'l-

and the assent to the eleo~lon oi a ne. sllperlor, and 

2) the rlght to~the custodJ ot the temporallties ot the 

~ouse durlng a vaoancy. Both ot these .were'analogoua to. 
. 

the teudal rIgbta ot enteottlng and aooept1ng 4 ne. tenant'a 
, 129 ' . 

tealty an~ to the rlght. ot wardship. Por BUl7 ,St. Edmunds 
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. the right of the k~ to oversee, or subtly Influence, the 

eleotlon had caused problem~ ln the past. In 1182 Samson 
130 had been elebted st Court under the influence' of Henry II, 

and ln 1213 the canonlcal electlon of Abbot Hugh ln the 

chapter reBul teti ln 8 lengthy struggle to obt&ln King . 
. 131 

J ohn1 "B conseftt. Durlng the thl~teenth and fourteeqttr ' 

centur1es ho~ever, casea ot dlreot royal lnterferenoe werë 

r~lat1vely rare, The uaual pract10e was for the royal~ 

l1cenoe tc'be ~anted wlth flttle dlfflculty and for the 

assent to the electlon to be readlly g1 ven .... oo 

TIro O8ses tram Bury St. Edm\lllds 11luatrate the raIe . ~ 

ot the king ln ,the eleot1on procesa during the later M1ddle 

Ages. A contemporary aooount,of the electlon ot Abbot 
, . 1)2 

·Thom&a ot Tot1ngton sho.a th~ normal procedure. On the 

death ot Abbot John de Northwold on 29 o otober , 1)01. the 

monks met in the convent to aelect messengers ta 1nfcrm 

the k1ng of the vacancy and to obta1n the appropr1ate . 
1lcanée tor the election. Becauae the k1ns .as ln Scotland 

• at the tlme. ~ slxteen day·. journ9Y trom the Abbey, the ., 
. three monk8 brl.ngl~ news of the vacancy d14' not seoure the . , 

133' . 
royal lloence untl1 Nove.ber JO. The canonicai eiection 

... h~ld at'the ~onvent on JaDUArT 3. 1)02~ the ne. 

abbot-eleot, Tho.s ot Totlngt-on, va8 then "required to 

peraona117 obtaln the klng'. oonsent and perDd8810n to 

go to Rome 'tor the papal oontlr_tlbn. Tho ...... equipped 

with horses and provlaion8 .tor the journey to Scotland, 

and bearing lettera tram the oonvent 81gnitylng a ~roper 

If" 

" 

• \ 1 

). 
. ' 

\ 

• • 1.. 

1 

l 
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1)4 
elec~lon,~ched the king ~n January 30." . He obtalned 

, . 
King Edward's assent and th~ k1ng's p~om1se to not1ty the 

pop~ ot the electlon and royal eonsent. 1}5 The journey 

'" 

, 
, . 

to Rome and papal conf1rmation follo"ed. After Abbot· . 
:5 \ ' 

Thomas had obta1ned papal 90nt1rmation on June 1. 1302, 

the king ~ecelved 1~t~~r8 ~rom the Papacy and t~n notltled ~ 

the tel)8nts :of the ne" ,a\bot) 136Thomas 'ns blessed by the' 

B1shop of Albano befor~--' returnlng to Engla~d. and on A]18Ust 
- ",...: 1"137 

10, 1)02, the tempo~lltleB we~ r~stored to the abpey. 

In thls case, ;he elec~~. and the custody' of the temporal1 tles 

proceeded normal~y. but~~ whole rooe tO~8 onslderable . 

°amount of time and Involved neylng to 

~cotland and then ,to Rom,,"s 
1 \ 

but an unavoldàble requlremen and though ~~ 

not as yet ~Ylng the hesVy , . 
the lengthy vacàncy gave su for the 

roya~ escheator to m08t 0 of 
I.,"'j. 

patronage. 

abbey fOilowed. a sl ~oept fo~ the p&~l 

prov1sIon ot ;ohn ~'~-~'rlDkele7 In't361, wh1ch did not 

meet with Any royal res1s~nce. the super10rs .ere aIl 

Z, eo~ed at thè abbey, and the' pr~per l10ences 'and a.senta 
. , ,o~ 138. 
',\:' ere free17 granted b7 the klns. " ,. 

A second case whlch 111uatrates the role ot the king 

1n the elaot1on prooeéa wa8 that or the attempted proT181o~ 
f f". 139 

ot Edmund Bromfield ln 1319. As has alreadJ been deacrlbed, 
u 

the d1srupt"ng 1nfluenoe ot' the proo~"'wWl1t§"1 d a'severe 
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effect upon the internal stabi1lty ot the abbey. but the 

ca~ca,n Iso be e:x:a&lne~ in the, i~ght of lliustrating the 

ri hts assoclated wlth patronage and the use of the.Statute . . " 
ot Provlsors. The papal provis1on ~f John of Brlnkeley in 
, ,,' 
1361 had oome at a perlod ln Anglo-Papal rft.latlons when • 

• 1 

the'Statute o~ ~rQVls0r8 of 1351 wa& not belng wldely 
140 . n-

enforcedl lt ls a1so probable that Brlnkeiey was perteotly 

acc~ptable to Edward III and thus no objeot~on,W84 ra1sed 

to.the appolntment. However, the ,ea8~ of 1~'~ was de(5~edlY 

dlffe~~sc~ye and makes lt olear that the crown was 

Vlg0rO~181ng rte rlght8 to patronage aga!nst the 

rlghta of the papacy. The l1cence for the elect10n had,., 
, , . 

been obtalned on January 6, 1379. the aBsent to John ot 

Tlmworth's eanonlcal.eleotlon forlD&l.lY g1ven, and potlflcatlo..n 

of the eleotlon and royal &Ssent sent to Pope Urban on 
'!' 4. - . 

Janu&r7 28. 1 1,-. In th!8 case, th~ tact that, Abbot--elect 
\.. 

Tlm1lorth va. not allOfed out ot the klngdom but lnstead 1 

~ to send deputles to Bo" to obtaln hl.~p&pal conflrmatlon1ij2 

waa probab17 .n addltlonal factor ln the delay and the 

attltud~ ot th. papee1. But the dtrect violation ot the 

Statut. or Proy~.o~ _and the dlreot contrad,lotlonJ 'ot the. 
, ~.o -1 

royal aBsent to • ~Qft1cal 'eleotton vere the determ1n1ng 
, 

taotors ln the reapona. or the klD8_ The royal interventton. <il 

the ar~st 01 BrOllltl~ld and hl. supporters. and the subsequent 

nemtl0nfJ bet.een Rlohard II and· the pope o onoern 1 118 the' 

J6r-,t~tle8 ot • ne. el.C~lon al1 reveal thé ~-~~ 
des ire or the kl.is and oOimol1 to all01l rît) lnterferenoe or 

& 

o 
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J,; 143 
d11ll1nution of rO~!ll rlghts of patronage. The case might 

have been resolved earller and more" satlsfaotorl1y had the 

pope negotlated 1f1 th or lnformed the royal. patron of the 

appolntment. as he often dld ln the case of the more 1 

144, 
publloly important appolntments of bls~opsr but tha papal ~ 

action appeared to be a deftanoe ef one or the most valued 
" 1 

rights assoolated wlth the patronage of m~nastl0 houaes. 
-

In Some respeots a more Important rlght whlch pertalned 

to the patron ofQan abbe~ was the rlght ot custodi ~ the 

temporalltles dur1ng a vacanoy.145 Flnanolally rewardlng 

to the patron, this aspect ot patronage was deflnltely 

exploltlve, the abbey suffered serlous ftnanclal losses 

because of the klng' s ~emands durlng a voldanoe. Untl1 

1304 the king as Patron contlnued to exerclse the rlght 

to the custody over the abbey's temporallttes by Instltutlng 
v 

a royal custodlan to admlnlster the revenues tor hlm and , 

. 
of the abbot's ~roll7 st least removed the p08s1bl11'ty or 

an e%tortlonate esche.tor trom-unduly exploitlng the 

resouroea. but the subsequent tlnes or 1.200 arks per 

vacancy were. aa alreaq 11lustrated. exceedIng17 burdensoDltt. - . 
After 1304 the procedure HS lDodlt~edl the r01&l ,acheàtol" 

.,} j! "'!-v--i, ".rt'" • , 
vas to "take almple sel81n wlthln..;'the abbey gates" to 

symbollze the king'. lordshlp but would lmmedlate17 
- '147 

leave. Thé k1ng d1d: however, re8erve certain Important 
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r1ghts to hlmse1t desplte theogenersl grant to the~convent. 
... 

Edward l' s- grant spec1t1cally reserved to the crOlfll the 
\ 

teuda1 ~lghta '~ver knlghts l tees, escheata ral11ng dur~ng 

the vacancy and advowsons. These speo1f1c reservatlons 

appear on each order to the escheator ror every vacancy 
, 148 

at the a~bey durlng the tourteenth century. Beg 1 nnlng 

ln 1361 a ne. oondltion was added. the klng al~o retalned 
, 

. ' ln hls band the, tempora11t1es ot lands whlch had been 
u 149 
aoqu1red' atter 1304. 

f' d->---. The dlsadV2Ultagee to the abbey under thls prooedure 

_v' .ere f!vldent,. Coup1ed .lth the tact that the monks were 

paying a heavy t1ne for the rlght to retaln the adm1nlstratlon 
a 

ot most revenues, the king obtained the rents and serv1ces 
-

ot &11 eschesta, ward~hlp8, marrl8geS and usually rellefa 

,.- whloh tell durlng the vacancy--rlghts wh10h would normally 

pe:rta1n to the abbot. As W. o. Ault bas polnted out 1 

on1y constant and unremittlng vlg1lance would avail 
to reatrain the kID6. '.bis eScheators, keepers, and 
other 1Il1r'l1 .. ters t'raID. pre8sl!Jg .1 thout I1m1 t thelr 
ftactlons t"rom vacant sees and sbbe,. •• 150 . 

Por BU17 St. EèI.Dnmda there are enou8h Ina tances or 

lnterf.~on the part of the ro,al eaoh .. tora and 

l11W1tratl . or the t~~ola~ 10 •• to the abbot1a baroD7 

to .ubatant1at. thta vie.. .llthouah the normal procedure 

wa. apparent17' 'tor the. king to retaln the re •• rYed rlghta 
. 151 

on17 untll the reatoratlon ot ·the abbotls teaporal1t1e8. 
~ 

there .ere occaalona when the rlsbta were not reetoréd 

'proiçtlT. 1f at all, to the abbot. An lnterestlDg . , 

exa.ple la a oaae ot the rlghta ot ward.hlp whlch appear 

o -.J u' : 

... 

J .1,_, 
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to have been permanently lost to Abbot John ot B~lnkele7. 

Although h1s temporal1t1es were restored on November 12, 

1361, the estate ot Gl1es de Neketon, a tenant ot the abbot. 
1 

and the wardshlp over the under-aged daughter were st1ll 
, " 152 

retalned by the kl~' s keeper unt1l at least 1366, > a 

Letter Close ot 1369 to the esohestor preventlng any 

turther lntermeddllng ln thla estate was probabll" the 
153 

result ot a petition bl" the abbot. A slm1lar case 18 

recorded tor 136J.154
and the long v4lbAft ce b~ought about y- -\ 

by the T1mworth/Bromt1eld controversl,provlded turther 

opp~rtunltle8 tor the orown ta exerolse rlghts over the 

teudal 1noldents, rlghts wh10h oould atherw1se have brought 
155 

flnanolal rewardB to the abbot. Whlle lt ls dlt~lcult 
o _ 

ta determine preclsely the tull t1nanolal effeot of auch 

oustody proceed1ngs on the abbey, 1t 18 evldent that royal 
1 

ri,ghta of patronage were espeolally 1mportant to the. crawn 

ln the fourteenth oentury. That the royal actlons .ere 
'1 ......... "Jo 

on more than one ooeaslon a/cause tor o~noern OD the part 

ot the monastlc off1c1als 18 also evident and agaln reminds 

us that,the adm1nlstratlon ot a med1eval abbey waa never 

far removed trom th~~ntangle.ent ot seoular attalr •• 

In add1t1on to the •• r1ghta whlcdl~re retaln~~ 
durlng a vacancy. the klng alao retalned the rlghta to 

4.. 

the advo_oll8 or chur che. ln the gltt ot the abbot and 

oonvent. Thls was .180 a partlcularly valuable r1ght tor 

the k1ng, ror l1ke the grants ot corrodles, lt enabled hlm 
156 

to prov1de hls clerks and ottlo1a18 wlth aul~ble livings. 

1 
/ 

/ 
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, 
An analysis of the king'. presentatIons to benetlces ln 

the glft of the abbot and convent durlng the tourteenth 
, 0 • 

oentury clearly ~hOW8 that the oroWD, oontlnuously exerolsed 

and oare~lly obsèrved rlghts of patronage in th1s r~3peot. 
\ . 

- Durlng the vacanoy whloh 1asted trom November l, 1301 

J to August 10, 1)02, King Edward l presented thre~ candldates 
. 157, 
to churohes ln the abbey's gltt, and Edward II f111e4 elght 

, . ' 158 
vacan~ beneflcea during the voldanoe ~e Abbey ll!- 1313. _ 

In addl~lon ~o ~e presentations made in 1)1). Edwar4 ~I 

made rive presentations dated after the termlnation or . 
't4 .• 159 \ 

the vacaney ln the abbey. ThIs ai\..~e because the 

candidate cou1d not be adml tted untl1 1 t wss evldent that 

th~ promlsed benetlce was'sctua11y vold, but by the tlme 

th!s occurr,d,·the. orig1nal vacanoy in the Abbey under which 
. 160 . 

the olalm was exerclsed .. s a1ready f1l1ed. The expansion ,. , 

or tJaè klng's rignts WB8 a1so extended to Include the 

presentat14n to ,benerloea whioh had not been exerolsed b.1 
\ 

. his p~ecessor.161 Edward III made a total ot 8even . 
presen~tlon. \!fo vacant be~erlce8 ln the glft ot the 

- abbot and co.nvent 1~ 'the years 1329. {J~1 and 1332 altho~h 

the Abbey ...... not vacant et the tl.t.l.~hl. retroact1ve 
• . Ii 

type ot presentat10n usually lnoluded the .tate_rat tbat 

the.dèa\gnated cbnron ... "ln the king'. gltt br reaaon 

ot the voldarÏoe ot the a~be7 ot St. lMmurlds ln the late 

relgn." ' Edward III' 8 presentatlona durlas the vacanoy or 
1)61 numbered thlrtT-t~ee. wlth an' addltlonal tive made 

atter the ot the teaporalltl.~.163 
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The only clear case of a d1reot oonfllot between the 

royal rlght of presentation and a papal provlsion oocurred, 

/ ,dur1ng thls periode Pope Innocent VI 'had provided one 

John Parker ta the vacant church of Harlow in 1361, the 

provision dld not take errect beeause the king olalmed the 
< 

a~owson and succeaatul17 presented the living ta his 

oandldate~ Willlam~de Molsse, a deacon of St. Martln's 

ln London. l64 From.the poin~ ot vie. ot the abbey. the 

ett'ec~1 ve uae ot royal rights in presenting benelices during , 

-----

a vacanay _s ~probably not a serlpus problems, althoush " 
, , 165 

.the dual demands ot the king and pope did reduce the number 

of. advowsons let~ st the t'ree dlsposal oC' the abbot. 

The additional clalms arlsing trom the k1ng's position 
, 

as patron--the demand for corrodles and hosp1~llt.r at the 

abbey's expense--were. as ve have seen, otten a sourc~ ot 

serlous tlnanolal conce~n tor bath th. abbot and the:conVent. 
, /) 

BOlfever. des pl te the t'act that certain elementà ot J)atronage 

vere tinancially diBabl1ng. the king'. relatlons~lp ~o 
A • 

the mon&etery wall not totall)' on~ or exploitation. In t'aot; 

a balance between demanda on the one band and proteotion 
. . 

and a14 trom the ~~own on the other ~ ... otten .. lntalne4. 

Kathleen Wood~Lé8h has shawn that during EdWard III'. reign

the crown otten grante4 ro,al proteotlon and gaye,ro18l .1d 
. 1~6 

to a number ot monaateri.. ot ~o7&l toundatlon. AlthoQgh 

there i8 no instance ot Bury St. Idaunda Ming put UDder 

direot r.o1Àl oontrol ln an ettort to oorrect t1D&bo1al 

distres8 so prevalent ln thla period, the abbe,. 4ld recelve 
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b~th support and help trom the crown. The royal demanda 
, 

tor hospltality otten colnclded wlth special grants to 
.'" 

the abbey1 the klng's presenoe at the abbey ln 1)31 helped 

ta settle the outètandlng ditterences bet_een the Abbey 
~ 

and the town and was also the occasion tor royal permission 
167 

ta approprlate two ohurches. Althaugh It lB otten 

dlttiau1t to distlnJUlsh the ro~e ~t the king as patron or 

the abbey rrom his role as King ot England, the royal 

support glven the Abbey vas slgn1tlcant. espec1ally ln 

resolvlng the d1ttlcultlea at the Abbey trom 1379 through 

1)81. The proteotlon ot royal rlghts ot patronage asa1nst 

the papal demanda on that occas1on serTed the Abbey as 
. , 

weIl as the klng, and the royal ravor shawn in 1)80, 1)89 
. 168 
and 1396 over tHe heavy oustody tines, the royal grant . 

169 
releaslng Abbot John ot Tlmworth trom attend1ng Parl1ament. 

170 
and the permisslon ta approprlate two churches ln 1398 are 

usetul remlndere that royal patronage could be benetlolal. 

Certalnl7 the o~lma ot patronage _ere not d1reoted sole17 
. 

aga1nst the Abbey Dor exerelsed exolue1"17 as as s.e:r-t 1 ons , 

ot rOJal power agalnat the plem,\l!do poteetatis ot the ·P.P&07. 

A.a a rwal ~~matloD. BurT St. BdJaunda 414 have oerta1n 

.p8olal probl ... whloh other aoaaater1e. oou14 e.~pe. 

but 1t'ls »erhape siga1tlcant that the .p.o~l .~t.ot1on 

shawn ta the s1te ot the .br1ne of the .arty.red Xtng . 
EdIIIIDIl 1>7.l!d~ l .... ~ s_ -ure. OOlIt1nued 1>7 h18 

suceessors in the tourteenth oentur,r • ...... 

,'" 

r 
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1 . ' l have used W.O. Ault's categor1es ot jurIsdlctlon. 
See W~O. Auit, Pr1vate Jurisd10tlon ln England (New Ha~en. 
192). pp. 1-8. 

2Levett, StU4ies. p. 118. A. Goodwln, The Abbey of 
St. Edmqpdsbwrr. p. 11. 

JH• M. Che.. 0 
Ch et 'Se 10 Oxford, 1932 ,'Chapter IV, pp. -11)-
15 dls~us8e8 thls topie. See below. pp~ 189-19) 

4 ~ ~ 0 

Ault, Priyate JBrlgdictloD, p, 81.~ 

5The tour crossee ma~ked ~ one mile radlus ot the r 

town and ~ked the exempt area ot eo01es tlcal jurISdlctlon 
as well as the limita ot the abbot's exclusive jur1sdiction 
wlthln the boroUgh. Thua, thls a~ea ... s'an "Inner liberty" 
w! th1n the L1berty ot St. Edmund·, and 1 t was otteil "ret'erred 
ta as the "11bertaB yl1le Saoot1 Edmupd1" or the\~11bertas 
Infra guatuor oruoes." See 14. D. Label, "The Eoclislastlcal 
Banleuca ln England," pp. 125. 136. ' 

6 ' 
For the cellarerts righta see J .B. pp. ~01-10) and 

the description in Lobel, »grougb, pp. 19-26. . 

7peUdat DOcumenta (ro. tt=;AbbeT ot Bury s~. < Edmupda , 
pp. 60-61. ' · . 

8~.; pp. 57-69 tor ea:r17 renewal.. X1na Stephen 
grllnted to the abbe7 the addl tloDal hundred o~ Stcnr. but 
th1s wa8 Dot oontlrmed br Henry II. Ibid,. p. SS. 
Se. a1ao B.W.C. Dav1e, "The Llbert1es ot BurT St. Bd.und_," 
E,B.R., XX'IV (1909), pp. 417-4).1. . ' . -

9This rlght however, ~ questioned ~,"d diaputed ln, 
130), 1330 and 1»6. See below, pp. 16S-6~. 

10C,P.B. ll01-0Z,' p. 367 reoords .' grant ln .130$ for ' 
the abbot to .ove th1a oourt to H.nhowe trom catte.hil where 
1 t had prevloua17 beell held. See 11. M •. Cu, 'iiTrties a. 
CopgAWlltJ.e. ID )ledl'D1 EnslM4- .(Ne. York, 19 r, pp. î9-
190 tor ."descr1ption of th18 court. 

11cam. ,Ibert". on4 COIE'plt"8. pp. 195-196. 

-l~obel. "The Boole8taatlo.l Banl.uoa ln Bbst&nd,~ 
pp. 129-1)4. 

13Lobel. ~orQlKb, pp. 106, 11'. 114. 
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14rb1d., ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 
Sac st r B S s 2 0-
sur~olk Reoords Soc1ety,V, 19 J oonta1ns many doouments 

ll1ustrat1ng the saorlst's dutles as archdeacon. 

15Putnam, Enforeement gr the Bt@tutesor Labourers, 
p. 98, Ault, prlv~te J~~8dlot~~D, \p. 106. 

16H•M• Cam, Llbert19s ana Commùnltles, pp. 181. 
Idem. "Shire Otflcials. Coroners, Constables, and Sal1lira" 
ln The 1Ds11sh Goyernment st Wgrk. 1327-1336. Vol. III. 
Local Admanistretlon and Just1ce, ed. J.P. Wlilard, et al. ' 
(Cambr1dge, Mass., 1950), pp. 1~3-18,3. ~, "The Evolut1on 

f. ot the Medlaeva1 Engllsh FlI'anchls.," Speculwp, XXXII (1957), 
pp. 427-442. l 

~7Erw1n ~. Meyer. "Boroughs," ln Tbe Eng11sh 2gvernment 
st WQrk,. III, p. 10,5. 

i 8'lhe Statu te or Wlnéh.ater or 1285: cap~ t, save 
franchls. holders tort7 daya to ana •• r tor t.lonles and 
robber1es. Statute. of the Be.lm. l, p. 96. . ~ 

19è.p,i. lJ01-07. p. 190 
20 Jo ,C,Ch,R. 1327-...1, p. 181. Thl. cost the abbot ~lOO. 

?lIbld., p. ~58.-

22.DW\ •• p. 358. Thls ... at a oost or ~,30. 
2) -C.P.R. 114]=45, .Pp. 218-19. ,361-63. 

r 

248•8• C.Qb.R. 1100=26. pp. 487-88 tor ~'1)26 ~e. 

25The oaae la 4l8oua.éd ln a.lect QI." 10 th. Court 
gr K1P1" B.och upder Ed.!Vd III. Vol. :VI. p. xxlx. 

26a•H• Putnaa (84) ~ h'o9!Nlœa \>trot., the ,zWftl0!8 
or th. flAM. p. )80.. c 

270ther lnstance. ot the abbota ot Bur7 petl tl~nlDS " 
the orown or r.oelv1ag cranta f'sard~ns th.~r •• ouler prlvll.SI. 
éan be touad ln Ça;!., ~.ft 1244-1'126. p. 2521' 
C.Cl.B. 1)13=18, p. 6îr ,=-;. p. 19) ln &441tlon 
to the ca.,. clt,d below, pp. 17 1. " 

.. 

28 ~ 
C, P.R. 1)40-4;1. pp. '1"-15. 

29°",8', J,J2Œ:'l4. p. 2)9~ 
)Oea.,"Shlre ortlciala." p. 144. , . 

" • 1 t·- ~,' -.. ~ '-~.-< _'" 

, . 
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J1See Calen4sr of Inquis1tions Post Mortem, 
for a text or the arrangement. 

J2Cam, Llbert les and Cgwmuoltles, P. 188. 

J3In 1306 a oommission ot oyer and terminer was 
granted to the abbot to Investigate allegatlons that 
certa~n men, of th. L1berty had torn down the abbot's ga110w8 
at Westl. and vandallzed the court house at Henhowe. 

) 

e.p,R. 1301-Q7, p. 472. 

J4cam, &l~ertles and C0Mm901tles, pp. 190-191 glves 
a Véry good descr1ptlon or the dutie8 or the steward. No 
tarm was pa1d by the abbot at·the Exchequer ror th1s fee. 
See H.M. Cam, Tb' Hundred and the Hun4r,d Rolla (London, 1930), / 
p. 162. In 1292 the only money pa1d by the abbot's steward 
to the Exchequer trom the e1ght and • halt hundreds .. s ror 
treaaure-trove, ror some wrlts and for the amercements ot-
some men wlthln the hundre who were not the ~ot's tenants, 
In that year i640 was ed1t d to the abbot at the Exchequer. 

~ Ib1d., p. 162, ~, 114. 

35Th18 _a n 
North.old appointe 
Lbe esa C 

36The king ~eld th. ce ln wardshlp at thla tise. 
Cam, "Shlre Otrlc1a18," p. ,~45. Ralph de Bocklng was st 
varlous~tlmes a justloe of .salze, a keeper of the ~eace. 
a Justice ot labor,and a oollector ot the nlnth. See.belo., 
p. 177. 1f 

J7c,p,~ 1314-38, p: 124.- In that y.ar becauae ot the ' 
vo1dance ot t e abbey, the king held~he ottlce. , -

J8See C.len4ar ot IngBiBltlon~ Post ~em, X~ p. 148 
detall1ng th. arrangementa bet_een ~he 8te and the under
steward. Hastings got the tee. or~ the Great Court. c.p.a, 
1327-30, pp. 188-190. ) 

)9Q1l'n4ar ot InqUl'itl~ Po.~ MO.t ••• VIII, tor . 
10 Edward III where he made t e retum 0 -.ri t tor the lan4B 
ot John Carbonel. ' H.M. Ca., "Sbire Orrlo!.ala," pp. 147-148 
oltes a manusorlpt showiug'. serles of thlrt,-nine ro,.l 
wrlte and the retarns trom the sherlttoot Suffolk to the 
atewa~ or th. Llberty tor the ye.rs 1)14 to 1)42. 

40 
Cam, "Shlre Ott101als~' p. 145. 

41 ' 
. N. Nellson, "~. Court or Common Pleas," ln lb! 

Engllsh GOJernm'Dt ftt W9r~, III, ,. 265. 

42ç,P,B. 13S1t:60. p. 624. Will1 .. Iluahbrook .... ètlns 
aa at.ward at the tlme ot thl. 1noident. . 

. >-

#J:- J 
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4) , v , 

The flnancial gain la lllust~.d by the tact t~ 
the abbot received a total or .f640 in 9,2 trom t1nea" ' 
amer cementa and other perQU1;t:i trom e Liberty. ~.C., p. 
See also PB. Res.,I, pp. 304 for note~ ot amercements 
received trom the tlme ot Ki iabard through Edward III. 

~See Cam, "Shire Offic1ala." pp. 179-180 for a 
descr1ption of the dutles of the hundred balliffs. . 

45 ' , 
Cam. Hu04red and Hundred ROlls, pp. 93. 142. 146. 

She cite~a oontraot botween the abbot and the hundred 
ba111f"fs in the re1gn of Henr7 VI show1ng that the farm~ for 
Risbrldge hundred .. s [6 13s. 4d. and for Blaokbol"1rne, i35 • 
.!2l,g., p. 146. ' -' 

46 -l!!!a., p. 1S~ where cam sa)'s the compla1nts "ere 
"monotonous and 1nterminable." 

47 ~ 
c.p.a. 1388-92, p. 92. CtCl.R. 1389-92, pp. 246, 415. 

114. 

-4S
R

, 

In addition ta the 1nstances c1ted above, pp. 96-100, 
there was a case in 1360 when men trom Thedwestre7 hundred 
assaulted the abbot l & bailltf. Giles de Noketon. and prevented 
hlm trom hold1n8 the hundred court. C,-P,R. 1356-61, p. -476. 

49 ' , 
C.P.R. IJ96-99. p. 14. ~ 11 

SOeam. "Shire Otficials
/
." P. 157. R.F. Hunnisett. 

Th. MedleYll Cotoner (Cambridge,.1961).'pp. 138.162-164 
discusses the franchisal coroners. 

S1C Ch.B. 1~1-1417, pp. 137-139. ~unnisett, P. 138 
states t~no specifio mention _a8 neede4. 

S~C,P,Bt 1154-58. p. 639. 
S3 C.P.R. 1]67-70, p. 186. 

S4C&œ, "Shir. Ottioial •• " p. 157. Hunn18.tt. pp. 162-164 
gives no inf'oratlon Oll th •• ethod ot ohoÔ81ng the coron.rs " 
for BurJ St. Edaund8. J 

SSeaa. ~Shire Otficial •• " p. 169. ) 

56p~r th... d.v.lopaenta a •• particu1a~17 ~rtlole.' b.r 
B.R. ~htnaœ. "Shlre Oftlolal •• Xe.pera or the Peao. and Justice. 
ot the peaee." K. M. Ta7lor, "Jutio.. ot As.iz •• " and 

~ N. N.llaoft. "The -Court ~t COIIaOIl Pl .... " aU ln Th' Epgt"b 
Gov'rDllnt et Wqtk. 1'21-1'36. Vol. III. . 

. 57W1U1a• A. Korr18, l'h" M~leyal ,p5111t D.rltt J;9 
1199 (Manche.t.r. 1927). p. 2391 d180U88é~ J;h 8 tre~. " 

, - r' l"f:.", ~:"'4 ' 

L 

, 

.... 
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58 ' C.CI.R. 1313-18, p. 61. An addltlona1 case 18 that 
of 1326. C.Ch. R, 1300-26, pp. 487-88. 

Il 59put~m, ad., Proceedings before -the Justioes of the 
Pesce, pp. 30-J2. Kingfs, Benche Edward III, VI; pp./xi, Avl-
xllx, 140 for the dates. l , 

60In 1352 the abb~t protested that he had been prevented 
:t'rom hesr1ng oaS~8 of novel dlssels1n and mort dtanoe,tor. 
esCh.R. 1141-1417, p. 125. -, . 

_ 61Putnam, ed: Ptoceedlngs before the Justices or the 
Peaoe, p. lxl11. 

62 :rug., p. J80 • 
. 6 

J C•P•R •. 1l67-Z0, p. 273. 

64Putnam', ed., Prgceedlnss before the J'yst,lces or the 
Pesee, PP. lx11-lx111. • 

. 65c_ ' \ ~Q:::.z.&.~:=aa.::~,,=,,",,~~~ ___ 44 __ -~~6 , p. 152 • C. P tH. 
1327-30, p. 193. C.P • ,pp. 119, 123, C~P,R,j40-43, 
p. 163, C. P R -19, 253-54., 361-03. ~ 

66 " C,P.R. 1327-30. P. 411. 
67 c.p.a. 1\J27-3g, p. 355. Taylor,' tfJust1cea of Asslze," 

p. 250. 
o.J 

68 .' Q 

Putnam, Enfor2ement or the Statu.tes or Laboure~8, 
App., pp. 34-41 l1sts the dates and types or oommlss1oDS 
tor Surfolk. ~ 'r".,: . 

69 . -~ . Ibid., App., p. 5'1'. l' 

·70Ib\d., p. 148. 

• é
4

" 7_1They,.ere the abbota ot FéC&IIP. Ramsey. Readlng, 
Peterborough and We8tll1nster • .IW., p. 148.-

o 

. 72 . l1a4 •• ~Pp. pp. 139-140. 140, 148. , 

\ . .7JAS Putnall ~~e.t8. ib1d •• pp. 222-223. 
4 __ ~ p 

7 A.M. Reich. "Parllamentar7 Abbote." pp. '363-65. 
7S l3214 •• pp. 363-6.5.. ""\ 
76 " ' 
~., pp. 3S1-57,.H.H. Che., Ingllsh Icgl.slast1eal 

renaots- 1Q=ghle;. pp. 175-179. ~ 

o 77Ilelch,. p. 350. 
l- u 

" 

,~,t~ ~ ~ 

-_.!:". ;..... _1.'1î:~':.. ~';::' :.....L~', """""':'...uJ!L.t...........l""" 
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78 . kn . \ ESlleclally when meetings làsted from ~ive \" slx 
lfeeks.· Knowlea, Rellg10us Orders, II, p. 307'.'; l 

• l.., 

?9J •s . Boskell, ~The Proble~ of the Attendance of 
the Lords ln Medleval Parll~ents," BulletIn ot the Instltute 
of Hlstorical Researoh, XXIX (1956), p. 199. 

80! . 
, Ibid., Pl' 198, 174. D.B •. Wes~e: Conyocat1on of the 

ClerSI (London, 9)7), pp. 80-82 suggests ot~er re.sons • 
bésldes tlnanola one. tor non-attendanC&1 borlng discussions, 
mattera not ot d rect ooneern, etc. . 

81 ~. 
Par11amoDtary Wr1ts, l, p. 81~. 

82aoskell, p. 175. Oth.r Insta'-~C •• ot the abbots ot 
Bury being represented bl prootors are for 1322 and 1)25. 
ParllagentarY WrIts, II, Part l, pp. 265, 3)1. 

8lc•p •a, l'l81-eS, p. 321. ~ 

84Kn~.les, Rel1glOU! 0rders, II, p. J07. 
8S - , 

M.S.E.,II. p. 333. 
86 " 

IbId •• p.~ )j4. 

87In the Convocatlon at St. Paul's on Feb. -la, 1328 
the assembled prelates ceremonlousl1 excommun1cated those 
who 'had barmed th. monks and churQhes ot St.· Edmunds and 
Ab~ngdon durlng the rlots or 1)27'~K~lcleà ?~ thé Rt1sos 
of Edward I and Edward II. l, PP~. -., . 

8Bw~ske, C0r-0catlon of the clerq,' pjlss1m g1,ves a 
~ll d18cus8fon ô 1;he p~~ates' roles ~n thls mat~_er.!J .. 

89V• Galbraith: "Artle"!es Lald bet"ore the ·Pa~lka.nt 
or 1)71. "~. $82. 

90Se• partloul.ar17 a. M. Ch"., EM11sh loct"la.tloal 
i:,g!'il:='!- .p • .74 and "1S!:: Slcm" Paln.r, Shsll1!8 -' __________ r th. leu4a1 _ =-_ (Ba1tlaore, 194'), p. 14ft. 

91Knowle •• 'Pn4ijtlo-Qrd.r. p. 93. 

92Ib14., pp. "608. 610-11. Pewlël DoOUMPtf' trop tb. 
AblltY' ot am St. Id.!nd', pp. ov1-ovl1. There •• re at 
Bur,y th1rt,-tOŒr or th ••• ~Conqu •• t '-.11It ••• " 

93xnowl ••• 1?DI'tlo Or4tr. pp. 610-11. 

94 Abbot Baldw1n's "Peudal Book" ln PtUdft.l Dgc9I!pti \ 
trAm tbt AJmer of BQU §t. E4'9CM'I, pp. 1-9 ahows that 
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thlrty-slx kn1ghts had been enfeorted. The Red Book of t~/--
Exchegue •• ed. Hubert Ha11 () vols., London, Rol1s Ser~. 

- 1896). I. p.' 394 shows that by 1135 the subinfeuda~h was 
. oomplete. "Haec est summa mlll tUID loolesla Sanctr-Edmundl. 
scll1oet, 111 et dlmldium et 1111 pars 1 mil 1 tlf!, sed 
Eccles la non debet nIa1 servi tum xl mll1tum." 

.. :951hat Is, at the normal~rate ot 408. per knlght's tee. 

96Red Book oC the EXchequ,r. I. p. )7. Chéw;' Engllsh 
EccleslastlC!:l Tenants-ln-Chlef, p.' 20 gives a table showlng 
the number or knlghts the ecoleslastlcal tenants-in-chlet 
owed to the orOlfn before the red.uced', quota. 0 

97J •B., 28,66. 
98 

For instance ln 1197-98 over serving ln Nor~d)". 
J • B.-, pp. 85-86. 
--:--

99Che1f, "The Eccieslastlcal Tenants-ln-Chlef a~4' 
" Wrlts of Military Summons," E.H,R •• XLI (1926), p. 162 • 
. The -other rive abbots who "recelved wrlts 1flth unbroken 

regularl ty" were those of Bt. August1ne 1 s, Canterbury. 
Evesham, Malmesbury" WInohcombe and Hyde. They were aIl 

-BenedictIne houses. Ibid., P. 16). 
100 

. I.J. Banders, Feu4al Milita., Service ln Englancl 
(Oxford, 1956) disousses the pOSSible rationale behind the 
reduoed quota, cItlng varlous raotors lnoluding the opposItion 
of tenants-in-ohle~ to sending the ~11 servIce. 19norance -
of ho. much was owed. and. the dittioulties ot keepins -traot 
ot the kn1ghts' tees. He concludea that the a8s1gnment ot 
the reduoed quota was not the. reault ot a conalateE:lt polio7. 
but waa rather a "plece ... 1 growth,'" vith eaot,a lord bar8alnlng 
1f1th the crown for th& a .. ount due. 'Ibid •• pp. l68-90. <') 

• \ 0 

I01Che •• EpgJ,lsh Ecol!alytioal l'ynt l-ln-Çhler. p. )). 
102 

Ibid •• p. 7). 

10)Ibld •• p. 99. Thl .... rea1:tte4. 0.91.1. 1)02-1). , 
p. 37-3. " 

l04~e.~ Engllsh Bocle81Mtlcal, bMDtf-1n=Ch1et.p. 10. 

~OSi91d •• pp. SJ-S4. 79.··~- ,4] 

t~ the 1~t;~:~ ~i~W~~iëïg:t:rtlI:7 
London, H.M.S.O.a 19 • pp. 2 • 2 7. 

107Che., EnsJ,lsb E901.s1astlcal TeMDt;8-1D-Chler~ p. 110. 

., , 

o 
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108Ibl~., P. 107. 

109Par11amentart Wrlts, II: Part l, p. 525. 

~lOI 404 <' b1d.,II, Part I. p. • 
111· . 

Che., Engllsh Eccleslastl9&l Tenants-ln-Çh1ef, p.91. 

11,2~~. p. 94. ~ 
113Ibl~., p.- 155. 

114Ibld •• p. 155. 

" 

115The survey 18 oont&lned ln PB. Beg., l, pp. 271-285. 
116 . 

Che., "Eccleslaatlcal Tenanta-ln-Chlet and Wrlts of 
Ml1ltarT Summ~," pp. 162-6). 

117' . 
Porllamept;an Wrlt8, II, Part l, pp. 404, 6)1. 

, ~~ 

118 . 
Che •• -EMllsb Eooleslaetlal. Te~tfJ-ln-~ler. p. 99 

119c•Cl•R, 1177- 81• P.' 37. The l100nce fer ~J&bbot 
to BtaT at Elmawel rather than withdraw to Valton 18 ln . 
C.ClrR. 1à?4-Z? p. 504. The abbot 8ald,~t although hls 
manor ln alton was actuall1 oloser to the ooast, the rcade 
.ere muddy and lt 1fould be just a8 easy! to f'ultl11. hls 
obligatlon trom Elma.ell. 

120 ~h 6 .C.Cl.H, 1381-§S, pp. 7"2,·555-5 • C. Cl.R. 1l85-§9, 
p. 174. . , " 

121· 
~ •• p. 67. 

1~2pB, 

Ci • -, 

~~ .......... l ... JO:...Z ... -.. lw".· p. 2S. 

209. C.Cl.R. 1}62-?4, p. 60. 

, 

C,91.!. 1)81-85. pp. 486-87. 

() 

... 
IJ ' . . 

.. ,,: * .. r 
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128S1dney Palnter. Studies ln the Hlstorl of the Engllsh 
Feudal Barony, p. 14. ' 

129su8~ Wood, E~11Sh Mopaster1es"and thelI PatIons 
ln the Thlrteenth ceptûii (Oto~,~ 1955), p. 11. 

130J, s'l, pp. 11. 15. 16-2). 

. lJ1M•S , E •• II. pp. 30-130 oontalns the acco911t "De 
, ~ Eleotlone Hugonls Abt.tis" wrltten at the abbey. 

1)2The aocount "Eleotl0 Thomae de Totyngton" la in 
M.S,E,. II. pp. 299-321. 

lJ)Ibld., p. )01. 

l)4Ibld •• pp. )01-07. 

l J5The rOTaI aBsent lB ln C.P.R. i30~-97, p. 10., . 
136 Papal oonfl~matlon 18 recorded in C.Fap.L"I. p.- 601. 

137nestoratlon ot temporalltlesl C.P.R. 1)Ol-0Z, p.~ 52. 
138 \, 

See Appendlx I. 
139 

See apove, 1lP. 30-3). 

~OCeCl1Y Davles "The Statute of-Provisors o~ 1351." 
Histon. XXXVllr (19S'S, P. 126. Although ln 1361 John de 
Brinkele,. on11' gay. hl. t •• lt, "a1"ter he had renounced~ a1.1 
wordS prejudl01al to the king ln the.pop.'8 lettera." 
C.P.R. 1~1-64, P" 104. .. 

141 
C.P.B. 137Z-81, pp. 296, 317. 

~2 . . 
The reaaona g1Ten ~or' the proh1bltion asa1nst go1ng , 

to Rome 1fere the perils ot war and the tear or TIDl1forth' s, 
belns oaptured and held tor ranspia, "to the lmpoverlBhment . 
ot hI8 ••• hous •• - p.CI,B. 1]PZ-§1, p. 176. 

Çj 

14Jn.vles, "The statute ot Provlsora," p. 128~ 
, 1440n th. dltference between appo1ntmenta of blBhops 

and the .1eotlons of abbota ln the later Jflddle Ages Be. 
ThoJDp8Oll. ~e~118h CIerp and thelr Organl~l~n th~ 
Liter M,a.d1ëJUâ, pp. 1SO-1-'7. May MeKl_ok. S FOûrteentb 
Century ~O~-1]99 (Oxt'ord, 1,959.). pp. 278-82 deala. Wlth the 
"ant1-pa 1 leglslatlon ot th. period and 01 te. the 1379 
BurT caae. ~ 

14<-- - ~ :, ~ -
. "'Wood, lM).lab hRMml". p. 75 8\188 •• ta cine reason 

why l.t _ 80 va1~bl •• r1ghtl "It:,-.. a the Oll~ oGeaalon wh_ 
land sranted &1Ia7 in aortllaln OOll1d 11e14 appreo1ab1e prot'lt8. ft 

o 

, , 
<' \ 
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146 ! 
C.P.R. lJ01-07, p.227. 

147 C. Cl.R. 1'307-13. pp. 507-08., 

148C.Cl~, 110Z-ig' pp. 507-08, C;Cl'H. 1333-37. p. 394. 
C. Cl.R. 1360-, pp. 1 -169. C. Cl.B. 1377- 1. pp. 172-73. 

149C• C1 •R• 1360 .. 64. pp. 168-69. ""-

150W• O. Ault. "J1anors and Temp oral 1 t1.es," ln The EMl1sb 
oGovemment st Hork, p. 11. 

151rb1d •• pp. 't0-l1. 

152c. CIt,. 1360-64. p. 497 J C. Cl.R. 1364-68, pp. 72-73. 
Fine Rolls, V ~ pp. 254. 328. 4} 

15Jc• Cl,a. 1369=74, p. 60. 

154c•P • R• 1)61-64. p.4)1 •. 

lSSE•g • the ~se' of' a marrlage right. C.f.a. 1)7Z-8~. 
pp. 42), 521. 0 

156 ; 
,.f Ann Deeley, "Papal Provision and Royal Rights ot 

Patronage in the Early Fourteenth Centl1r7." EtH.a., XLIII 
(1928). p. 508. , 

157 " In 1302. c.p,n. 1)01-07, pp. 2 .... 27. 39. 
158 . 

Cs f.n. lJ07-1). pp. 523 • .525. 528. 561. 564. 566, 
Flna Rolls, II, p. 167. Cal, Chance" Karran~s 1244-1J26, p • .387. 

159 ' . 
Three ln 1'15. C.P.R. 1)1)=17. pp. ))ff-, )37. )40. 

one in 1)17 and on~ ln 13181 C.P,R. 1317-21, pp. 119. 199. 

160Deeley. "Papal Provls1ôns," PP. 511 .. 12. 
161' t 

Ib1d., p. S17. 

, 162C,P.B. lJ~2-'O. pp • .365. 371. 374. 376, C.Prl. 1]10=]4. 
pp. fO?, 15J. 359._ 

16) 
C.P.R. 1~61-64. Pp. 24. 25. ~. JS. 39. 44, 45. 41. 

51 • .56; 57. 59. 7 • 77. '78, 80. 81. 84, 85. 91 •. 92, 94. 96. 
99. 100. lOS. 127. 128. 136. 145. 158. 160. 171. 

'164AgcczurŒ8 Rende~ed br PIPI). 09:&.1eot0;8 ln Eng1 ari4, 
3. '317-1 J?a , tranaor1 bed vi th armoj:;atlons by W. E. Luat. ed. 
Edgar B. Graves (PhIladelphia. 1968). p. 299. . 

165~ee below. pp. 222"7 t~r ~pé.l provis1ons. 

n 
. \ 

1:" 
# ~ ~ ~';7'u 

1 .. ;;~:: ~ ~ll1'I~~ r _ .. i~" y ... _ r_~ .;"Jii~? 



214 

166wood-Legh. Stud1es. pp. 4-'7. 
16'7 ' ~1i6. 'il C.P,R. 1327-3Q, p. :;rr 

"" 168 C~.~. ll72-~l. p. 499. c. p. fi. lJ8B-22. 
JC,P.B. 132 9 • p. 21. 

4'" 169c.p,B. 1381-8;. p. 321. 

170C•P. B• 1396-99, p. 406. 

.. 
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V. BURY ST. EDHUNDS AND ~ CHURCH " 

Ie The Relatlonshlp to the PaPicy 

" , In many respects the relatlonshlp ot the abbey ot' .--r-

Bury St. Edmunda to the papaoy ln the to\1rteenth century 

lfaS a.1ml1ar to the rela tlo~h1p of the abbay to the crcnm. 

Both Interference and protection trom the Roly See .ere 

characterlstlc ot- the per1od. The granting of pap.al prlvlleges 

and papal support i.n the promotlon of certaln cases ",ere as 

· . 

prevalent as the unrem1 ttlng Impos1 tl-on br financlal burdens \ ... 
and papal Interference 1n such mattera as eleot1ons and .the 

rlghts o~ eccleslastlcal ~tronage. Ta some degree, the 
- ~ 

re1atlonshlp reflected the ohanges and dlttlcult1es 1n 
b 

Anglo-Papal relatIons. Thé most notable lnstance ot. thts 

aspeot was the oontravsray "sur.rounding the prov1slon of 

Edmund BrolDtteld ln 1'79 and the subsequent negotlatlons 
o 

between the crown. and the papaoy regardlng a ne., eleotton. 

On the whole, developmentl ln the relat10ns between the 
-

papac7 and the Abbey 8e~e to 111uatrate both the Inoreaalng 

oentrallzatlon and tlnanolal, deanda of' the Avlgnone •• 

papa07 and the ofteft dltticult position of the abbe7 in 

attelDptlng to reelet thé demands ot not ooly the king but 
\, 

a1so the pope. 
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" A. The Speoial Belatlonshlp to the Papacy. Exempt Statua 

From the lat. eleventh oentury ~ry St. Edmunds 

ns one of ~he /~ew mon&sterles 1~ England t.o have a specl~l " 
'---.../ 

relatlonship to the papacy as a "prot\!toted" ~nd ~ventually 

"exempt" abbe1. The movement tow.rds the exempt10n o~ a 

monaatert troll the oontrol ot the diooesan blahop ln both 

temporal and sp1rItual atta1rs had developed ln the latter 
1 

part ot the eleventh oentur1. By 1065 Sur;y alread1 had 

extens1ve clv1l and eoc1eslastl~'_~nohises through royal 

granta and had rlghts wlthln the borough whlch Implled an 

exemption from the blshop l s powerl ot excommunicatlon and. 

~ 1nterd1ot1on ln the town. A short whlle 1ater Pope Alexander II 
. 

took the abbe;y under "speoial protection" and ,euaranteed 
. . , 

1ts independenoe trom the B1shop ot' Norwich. ln both temporal 

pIrltual matters. 2 B.y 1154 Bur;y was the onl1 Bened10tine 
1 :3 1-

ln E.ngland to have Its exemption rlrml1 stated, br 

the or KIng John's relgn tbere .ere six oth,er aonaster1ea 

wh! jolned Bl1r7 in p088easlng thl8' UA1q,ue atatus. and hl' 

1)27 a ~otal. or twelve Abbe,. 01&1.ed rlgh.ta or either 
.' 

exemption or protection. l'he .DllUAl O8!UIU pqaellt te;. the '. , 
papa07 ... -1811 ot exeaptlon .. colleoted troa the Abbe,. 

begllU11D8 1ft 12)6. S and :reoarda ot the papal. ooUeotc!" 

ln BDgl&nc1 ho. 1317 to 1318 ahow that the abbota ot Bury 

regular17 made th18 ))lapent ~t' one urk Par 1'ear ln l the 
o • 6 

tourte.nth centur,r •. 

The èxemption or' the Abbe, trOll the 'oontrol ot the 

. , 

, " 

1 

, A . ; 
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, 

BIshop of Norwloh:was'an Im~ortant prIvl1ege whl~ had been 

ohallenged -a t dlrfer~,nt per10ds earller in Bury 1 s history. 7 
1 

That the privl1ege. oontinued to be Impprtant ln the fourteenth 

century la Indtoated by the taot that Walter.Pl~ahbeck copied -
Into h1s reglster a large nùœ~er of' papal bulla upholding 

, 8 
these rlghts. The Intereat and conoern of the abbey waa 

well ~ounded. Exemptlon lmplled·n~t' only spiritual authorltT 
~ 

of the abbot wl thln ,the t'Otm, where the abbot exeroised m&rl7 

funotlons normally pertormed by a blshop, but it also ~reed 

the abbey trom' J.cy dloaesan flnanclal burdens, ~nd, rnos_t 

importantly. tr~&d the aebey trom the vIsItation or the 
9 

blshop. Although there .ere certalnly some dangers ln 
( 10 the latter lprlvllege, the vlgoroua detense or the abbeyts 

rights when they came under attack by the energetl0 Bishop • , 

Bateman ln 1345 lias s'n 1ndication or the Impo1!tance 1fi th 

whloh the monastery regarded 1 ta exempt statua. 

The role of the papacy ln thls case Indicates that 

protection trom the H~ly.See tor the Abbey vas ~ot always 

lmmedlately torthcom1ns, espeolal17 when issues.were ~lsed 

°whlch attacked cler1cal lndependenoe. Atter Blsk~p Bateman 

had reoelved papa1 authorlty. for leY,Ylng bls aubal41 Wlthln 

the dloc8ae and ha4 met with the Abbey"~ r~tua.l to ~_ 

he obtalned papal support tOI' hl. cause. Cl_ent VI apPC?lnte4 

the B18ho~ ot Trieste to &ld the Blshop ot Norw1ch'. oolleotion 
11 . 

or the taxe On July J. 1*_ the aub-exeoutor ot the 
.. 

Blshop ot Tr1este sent a aonltlon to the abbot ot BUl"7 

wa;rnlng h~1l or exoolllllJUh1catlon 1f the ~ent we~ not . --

, r 

. ,. 
, .t.. ~ 1- \ .. 
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made. and on the same date BIshop Batemants com.m.issaries 

1ssued 1nstructlons to slx clerks ln the diocese ta 

examlne~Bury's C~~lms to exempt1on.12 Throughout the 

proceedings, Abbot William de Bernham steadfastly retused 

to aclmolfledge Batemants authorlty. and "hen the 'blshop'8 

comm1aaarlea turned up allegatlons of moral laxlty. the 

abbot waS cited to appear betore the bishop to answer 

chargea. The abbot refused to obey the clt~tlon. and he 
~ ..' 1,3 

then appealed to the papacy for an investlgation. At thls 

polnt, the abbot also appesled to the king for a decls10n 

ln the case, and thls ratsed a number ot"'questlons regardlng 

the proper provenance ot the case. Abbot WillIam sent a 

knlght. Rlchard 'reY8a~. to the king to obtain trom. hI11 
. "14 

lettera uphold1ng the exemption trom episcopal jurlsdlctlon. 

Blshop Bateman retused to obeT the royal wrl t ordering hlm .... 
• é 

, 

to deslst trom turther lnterferenoe and exoo..unlcated the 
15 · abbot's clerk. Richard PreYllal. ~t thi' junoture. the' 

abbot and hls olerk brought suit ln the king'. oourt agalll8t . -
the bi.hop and his oommt •• arle •• 16 The r0181 juat1Qea 

" then ordered the imprlsoDJD811t ot the co~&&.rie. "rte! 

the bl.hop '8" q.nt. had reterred the caae to the ûohb18hop 
-or CanterburT, and on"'8 ot the coaa1.sarlea ... put 1Ato 

. . 
the abbot'& pr1son. In addltlon, the kl.q'. justloea alao 

~- . 
ordered the ~elsure ot Blshop BateâaD'~ temporalltlej~untl1 

he ha4 revote! the axoo..uDloatl~ and s.tl.tled the 110.000 da..... clal1D8d by th. abbot.17 .• 

_ One ot the la.ua. _ clear17 that ot the 'bi_hop'. 

, , ... 
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, ) 

attempt to remove -the case to the eccl'eslastlcal courts. ('. .. 
" 

The favorable decla10n of the klng's court ror the abbot 

ln 1346 rested 'ln Part on the violation of Plê!amunire by 

the blshop. and th~ subsequent appeala c>t'. the bishop clalmed 

unwarranted temporal lnterterenQe ln the ca". 18 Al though 
~ 

the Flrst Statute ot Praemunire was not passed untl1 1353. 

troDl 1)4) onwardS '~dward III had been ls8u1ng wrlts ot 
o 

arres t agalnst pa sons who pursued ln &n7 court matters 
o 

p~judic1al klng or th, realm. 19 It la posslble 

that Bishop n's refusal to ab1de b7 the· dec1s1ons 

, ot the 1a1' court and his .ttempts to seek aettlement ln 

ecclesiastlcal 0 urts may have bee~ one caae whlch contrlbuted 

to the adopt1on - ~_~he statute ln 1353. 

se of the papao1 ln thls case vas somelfhat 

papal act10n was ln part determlned by the . 
tact that the a bot of Bury had sought .help troll.the king'. 

court. tla~ a~peal ft the abbot to the pope had 

resulted only ~ a delaylng ~otlon. and three papal letter • 

years lnd1cate tha~ . Clement VI'a oonce~ 

was pr1_rl1, he issue of secular ... ersua eoo1eslaatloal 

jurlsdlotlon n the matter. In a letter ot 1"'9 the pope 
• 

orde1"ed the B shopa or Chichester" and London to lnveatlgate 

the dispute. atter reol tlq th, abbot'. aotloas 1n the 

case. de_nd d that lt the)" tound the oJ1arSe8 to 7be oorreot. 

the abbot ot BurT and R1chard Prey.al '~.re to be ~1têd- to 
/-

appear beto ~th. pope withln three Ilontha to reoelv. what 

tor ~helr exee •••• and Wl0kedne'8."~O~ 

~, JI 

- \ ' 
~ ~,l.:~.~:~~~:,:;r~~~~i!~: 
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s&cond letter in 1350 addressed to the Arohblshop of Canterbury . 
and the B1shops ot Chlohester and Exeter ordered the publl0 

exeomm1lnlcatlon of those hlnderlng" the Bishop of NorwIch, and \ 

ln ln ll51 a slm11ar let ter was sent whlch »pec1f1oally 
" 

mentloned Edward IIlls refusaI to a110w proceedlngs ln the 

Roman Court 21 

more 

case •. then. the Abbey ot Bury St. Edmunds round 

support trom the k1ng than trom the pope. 

Although the ab t dld reoelve contlrsatlon of the exempt 

statua of the monastery, the proceedlngs 11lustrate the 

extent to whloh Anglo-Papal relatlollS were a factor in the 

response obt&lned trom the papacy. The exempt statua wu 
, • ft 

not ~erlously threatened aga1n untl1 the tltteenth oentury 
, 22, 

wh en BIshop Aln1flch attempted to visl t the abbey, but 1 t . 
18 clear that desplte papal guarantees :obtalned earl1er ln 

p ~ 

her h18tor,1. the mo~terY' dld' have t.o look to the !'ta te 

a8 well as ta' the papacy tor the protectlon ot eooleslastlcal 
~- \ 

B,. Papal Provla1ons-t 
.,a, , 

A ,èCQnd source or lilterference on the part or' the 
. \ 

- 1 1 

papao7 ln the'-attalra or the abbe1 ..... obYlousl1 t.t or 
, ! - ' pe.pal provls1obB. bath ln regard to prcn:181ona to the 

i ~ , , 
.: abQacy and ln reprd to the lasù1ns: !Or papal.- provls1o~ . 

,nd expeotatlves to benetlcea ln the 81ft' ot the abbot 
,J , 

and cOl'lVen~. In the tlrst ,!1 tuatlOl1, tut or papal Int.r-
... 

terenoe ln the <seleot1on ot an abbo.t. tbe etracta Oft ~ 

';;->~j 
't..: ,-,.;.fl 

A:' j, :?~ ~~~-, ~,~.., ;f." '::; ,',: •.• ; ;,' :};~~:::~:.,;",:: 
: ~ ,'t~ ~ " .. ~ >,(r:" ~_ !~~'~" ~t~..;\~(~"! '/1: ,;,,=),~~ .. ~ 
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. 
L.. • j l 

abbey were seri,ous. An important article by A!'H. Sweet _ 

detalllng the relations beCtween ti;le Papaoy and Engl1sh 

rellgious houses ·:focuses on monastic rights ~f free elections. ~3 
He poInts out that desplte papa.l ~rantees of free eleotlons. 

nelther seoular lnterference nor papal 1nterference were 
\ 

\ ~ 24 
totally prevented ln the fourteenth c-entur7. The clalma 

advanced bl ~uoceBslve popes ln the rourteenth oent~T 
. J 

regardlng the reservatlon of appolnt~ents to beneflces and 
/ 

""" ~o blshoprlc~ aftected abbey8 as weIl. th~h to a losser 

degree. and thls process la clearly evldenced at Bury St. 

Edmunds. 

Although the eleotlon ot W1ll1am de Bernham in 13.15 

was freely held, the remark'by the Bury chronloler that 

the abbot was hast1ly chosen beoause the morueS tearad a 

papal appolntm reveale a aharaoterlstlc concorn tor 

monast1c 1 ependence. 25 The t1rst lnstanoe of a papal 
, 26 

e abbacT oo~red ln 1361. In ~hat 7ea~ 

Hen17 of 'Kunatenton. canonleally e~ected at Bur)"~ died near 

Avignon before reoelvlng pls papal oonf1rmat1on, the~eath 
, 

ot a prelate "at or near the ourla was grounds for a paPal 

res8rYatlon. and the provlsl'on or John de Brlnke18y to the 
. . 21 

abbel' bJ' Pope Innocent VI De 1œaedlate17 made. Aa noted 
, 

berore. thi. pr0V'1s10n _8 not the occasion tor &rl1 adverse 

reaot1on on the klng'a per.t, nor dld 1t prompt adverSe

commente by the aonka o~ the abbey. 

HOlfever. the provis1on or Edmand Broratield to th. 

abbey ln 1319 Showed not on17 papal lnterterenoe 4nd· the 

i 
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, . 

appllcatlon of the prlnclple that the pope was the "unlversal 

ordt,nary." but also revealed a vacl11atlng attitude on the 

part ot the papacy. As ln 1345. the papal reactlon to the 

problems of the abbey KaS at t1rst lndec1s1ve. The actlons 

.of the Holy See ln thls case Agaln depended on the state 
.. , 

of Anglo-Papal relat10ns. partlcularly wlth regard to the 
- 28 

entorcement of the Statute of Prov1sors. It was only 

through royal aotlon ln the affalr that the convent was 

able to rld ltself of the prov1so~. and ln 138) the pope 

t"lnally recognlzed John of Tlmworth as the legltlmate abbot. 29 

The po~e dld, however. press for avnew electlon, and;the 

formaI process .... repeated ln 1)84. It la worth not1ng ln 

thls eue that the IIlO~ ot" Bu17 who had lnl tially gone to -

Rome to promote the cause of Tlmworth met with conslderable 

dlfflcUlty. Not o~ dld they rlnd Urban VI and the~oardlna18 

contradlcto17 ln the1r pos1tions, and advlce reg~rdlng the 

provlslon. but, accordlng to John of Gostord's aooountr, they 
T 

remarked about ~he oupldlty ot the ourla. lO The worIdllnes8 

ot the church oould be luat as much an objeot ot attack on 

the part ot, '.'!IlCJna8tl0 observera .. It ... tor the la1ty. 

Monaatlo reaotlon to'the pollo1 .. ot the Bo17·8ee ... not 
JI' 

al1fa78 tavorable. the lnatance8 of papal lnterterenGa and 

the fallure to re8pect th. lndependence ot the .-Pbey were 

f Just as JlIl10h a source ot lrrl tatlon as .ere the·heaV7 
r. 

tlnal'lolal bard.na' ar181ns out ot the abbey's exellpt statua • 
• 

Although 80H1Ihat le.8 ot • problea. the papal prov181ou 

and expectatives l8sued to clark. tor be)'etloea 1ft the 81t~ 

" 
" 

• 
" 
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of the abbot and convent ware alsQ a sourde of ~ome dirf1oulty. 

The abbot and <convent ot Bury he~d the advowson of between 
J1 s1xty and seventy churohes, mainly ln the Dloeese ot Norwich, 

and the process of chooSing candidates to fill the vacant 

beneflces was open to pressures trom both the k1ng and the 

pope. Joeelln of' Brakelond's descript10n of Abbot Samsonts 

dlftlcultles ln satlstylng the demanda made upon hlm is 
p 

revealing. 

A certain clerk came to blm (samsori/ bearing 
letters petltionlng tnat he mlght be granted some 
ecoles1astical bene!loe. ~And the Abbot draw1ng from 
his case seven letters .• postolle vith thelr Qulls 
stilI-attacned, replled 'Behold these letters .postolle 
ln whlch dlvers Popes ask that eccleslastlcal beneflces 
should he gi ven to sundry clerks. When 1 have appeased 
th&m,.and then only, l will glve you a beneflce. tor 32 
he who comes tlrst to the mlll ought to have flrst gr1nd.' -

Monastic objectIon ,to papal prov1s1ons were extensive 
, . 

~ ln the thlrteenth oentury. ~~tthew Parls conslstently 
• 

ralled agalnst the usurpation of the rlghts ot ecoleslast1cal" 
, 

t 

p'trons, and he Inoludes ln hlé chronlcle a letter of 1244 

sent b;y the a bbots of Eng~nd to Pope Innooent IV S.Ylng 

that the Engllsh Chur ch 

, ••• grleves and mourns. and 18 troubi-ëa about the . 
exa~lons, oppress1ons, and manlfold tribUlations 
'wh1~ have tallen on her heavt17. : •• Por the nobles 
and men ot rank deo~. that 11' ohurches bestowed . 
on monasterles br the. are oonterred on ltallan clerka, 
the, wl11 have a Juat rlght to recall those ohurches' 
and other benef1ces.into th.lr own posses81on.' )) 

J . 
The 1sSuè here liaS obvlously the tear of' ~eou.lar reprl~al8 

1 

" 

-.gainst... the provision ot alien clergy, but lt ls slgnltlcant ' . 

that the monastlc protesta asaI~ papal prov1slons rareb;. 

suceeeded. The onl1 ev1denoe ot Bury St ~ Ed.aunda· direct 
. 

retusal to,~cknowladge 'th1s papal rlght oo.e. trom the 
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thlrteenth éenturl. In 1289 Ralph Walpole, then B1shop dt , ~ 

~ Norw1ch and a papal agent, ordered the abbot and oonvent 

to answer tor thelr retusal to grant John Pow1z a bene!1 ce 

"accordlng to the for~ of the prov1s1on 81ven to hlm b1 
< J4'l 

the apostolle see. Il It appear&- -in thls éase tbat the 
\) , ~ 

.... abbot and oonvent .ere made to grant the request. 

, 

.. 

EvIdence trom the tourteenth oentury d088 ahow that 

the abbot and convent, though usually not ln a posi tlon to 
J 

" 
'C reslst papal demands, contlJlued to regard them as a problem. 

l' 

Regulations by theostate over papal provIs1ons were d,s1gned 

mainl, to defend rlghts ot lal patPOnage and vere d1rected 
'0 

partlcularly aga1nst alien prov1s~rs.JS A eop7 of a ~)44 
torm used ln royal wrlts dlreotl~ aher1tfs to arrest 

°prov1sors and those enter1ng the k1ngdom w1th ~p81 doouments 
, 

prejudlclal to the k1ng Is contalned ln one Bury cartulary 
"0 36 . 

of the tourteenth'oentùry~ The presence at ~ o~ th1s 

document", whlch contalned a spec1t'10 ret'erenoe to a case ln 

Kent where a papal provlsor bad Intruded Into a ohurQh ln ' 

~he glft ot an abbe1, lfoul4 1nd1oate that the .o~te17 waa 

consclouâ of the problem and would ~t the torm ot the wrlt ", 

to asalat them 1f' naed be • 

. An exam1natlon of the number and. type ot, Pl~l provislons 

"and expectatives to churohes ln the gU't" of the abbot and 
. 

convent shows that Bu17 St. Edmunds _8 trequent17 oa11ed 
~ ~...,/ -:." 0 (:, .... 

l , 

upon 4;0 t1l1 benetloes:'.{1) th1. 1fa7" DuriDg the p.rlod trom 
. _ "cP " 

1.317 to 1375 •• total ot torty-èight prov1sions ~ 

;, "e ," expectanc1ea "ere 1 •• ued. 'Pope JOhn xxft alona 1aaued -el.ven 

" 

, ' 

a 
1;. 

o 

Cl 

" " 0 

" 
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betwgen<1)17 and 1))).)7and~~~t v; lssued a total ot 

~lfte:n between 1342 and ~~1.)8 Seven of th9 expectatives 

were grsnted st the request of ~~mbers of the. royal hbusehold 
J9 or to those ln thâ serv1ce otathe 'k1ng. At least three 

l"~ 

-'. li s 
ln the~latter part of ,the centUryappeared on the rolls, or 

v ~ 

pet1tions on behalf of un1vers1ty clerks (two from Cambr1dge 
40 ' 0, .. 

and one from Oxford), and one was aotually granted at the 
" 41" . 

request of the .bbot or St. Edmunds. In only tlfO' cases . . 
\'l ç " 

do collations appear to have ~ttn place or dols 1 t appear 
_ 42-

that an act~l va~y exlsted. \) ,?3~ la~ter tact olearly. 

l~dlcates that tne expectatives, riWher than _the actuel 

provislonà, were the most serloue problem for the abbot to 
,', 

deal w1 th. 4) ,(e '~, 
o 

An J).llustratlon of the type fiJf problem whioh mlght 

. occur;,:4s provlded by a case in 13401. Po~ BenedIct XII 
.j' (10-

wr'ot~ ta the Archblshop of Canterburyocono,rnlll8 one John 

ae Blakenham who had tfprocured himselr to be presented to 
o 

the blshop of NorwIch by the abbot or"St. Edmunds" tor'the 
G 

ohuroh of Semer oagalruit the wiShes ot~ ,pope" who had 
~ " \; 44 
alreadT glven the 'provIsion to John of Bauey. It la 

posslble in th1s case that the .bbdt had preaented the 

benetioe to John of BlakeDhaDi wj.thout rep.rd1.ng a pre'f.lous17 
I.,lt< 

• a ~~ 

'lssued paPal provislon, in a~eDt. thlè doea not appear 

" to be a case 'ot contliot between the papal aita royal rlght . 
~ 

to the presentatIon of vacant benetlce~ ln the abbe1'a 

g1ft. The abbot ot st. EdmUndS ... not onl,.. oontronted. 
di' 

w1 th cl'erks bearing papal documente demanding tult'11lMnt • 

...... ~ '. 

• 
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but the Abbey was a1so 118,ble to be asked to fill royal 
f\ 

demands _durlng a vaoancy as weIl. ,Although l have only 

., . uncovered one case of oontllct between royal and papél 

olalms to & specl'C~C beneflce ln Buch a Bltll4tlon,45 the '" 
. 

comblnatlon of the two forces effectlvely 11mlted the 
\ 

number of beneflces whlch could he freely conferred by 
. 

the abbot of' St. Edmunds. 

In some re8pec~8. the lnt~rf~rence ot the papacy ln 
J 

grantlng provisions and expectatives could he regarded 8S 

slmply 8 further lnd~catlon oC an unhealthy extension of 

the papal pleni twle of power ln IOthe t'ourteenth centuz-Y. 
, \ 

, 

To be sure, the praotlce dld. t'rom the monastlc point of 

vlew, lndlcate a usurpatlon of' prlvl1eges and 'Independence •• 
" 

Yet the praotlce dld not have entlrely negatlTe results-. , 
1 

'\ 

As ve have seen, the cases of papal provis1ons to thé \ 
1 abbacy had ~xed results. --John de Brlnkeleyl s appolntment 

by Innocent VI vas a good cholee, while that of Edmund de 

Bromfield cert&lnly retlected poor~judgment on the part 

ot Urban VI. In the CAse of papal provlsions and expectatl véa , 

to the ch1U"ches ln the gitt ot' the abbot and convent. the 
46 

resulta ma,.. ln fact, have been satlstactor7. The7 

8e"ed a det"lnlte tunc.tlon ln seourlng .benetlces o for "poor 

clerks ft and Ull1veralt7 graduate. l~' need ot' a I1Tlng.47 and 
~ 

ln al~~t all cases for B1U7 t:; presehtat;1~ns werè made 

to Bng11sh c1erka.'not allens. In the case ot unlversl~7 

c'lerk8. the ~U8e o-r 'papa1 petltions enabled those who JIl1ght - ' ~ . . " ... 
not otherw1.e have coae to the attention of the eccleal •• tloal 

49 
patron to secura a place, and ln vle~~t the taot that the 

1 ' 

, ~ .,: 
, ._,~': ..... . '.=f .. '-..h.a.,~~ t 
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monasteries dld perhaps make poqr, cholces ln thelr select10n 

of rectors and vlcars to serve thelr churChes50(elther 

approprlatêd or ln thelr gttt). papal use of the pr! v11ege ' 

mlght not have been as detrlmental to el ther the monastery 
! 

or to the parlshoners as 1 t mlght at firet seem. 

c. Papal Prlvileges and Grants 

Appropriat1ons 

In add1tIon to the cases ln whloh the papaoy 1nhIb1ted 
" , ~ 

monast.1c prIvl1eges and rlghts. there were ot course areas . 
/ -

where the papaoy could be ot assIstance to rel1gIous bouses. 

In the approprIat1on of'-.c}iurches to the Abbey the papaoy 

oould exerclse"'lnfluenoe and support the ~p11catlon ot' 

110ences made betore t~e kl~. Betore 1)66 there waS no 

legal reason t'or obtalnlng papal assent ta a royal licence 
& 

. ror appropr1ation, although there certainly were cases 

o 

where paPAl help was sought ln promotlng the effort to 
51 

approprlat~. In 1366 Pope Urban V annulled a1-l appropriat1ons 
~ 

not yet ln effect. and aucceedlng popes relssued thls 

annulment. In taot, the ettect of the papal. aotlon d1d not 
, 

~ t. -C-~":l 

greetl, reduoe th~fGUJIlber ot appropriatiOns, but lt 

s1gnlt1cantll lncree.ad ~pal oontrol by r~qulr1ng papal 
S2 . ' 

approval ~or ~ub8equ.nt appropriations. Bo~h row\aD4 
. .' 

papal support tor the appropr1atlon ot 'churche8 to Bur7 , ' , 
St. Edmund8 vere torthcollins in the tourteenth cent.urr • 

.. v " 
In 1313 Sl.ment V 18sued a papal 1.1cenoe to Abbot 

Richard ror the appropriation ot the ohurch ot Harlow 1n 

• - q, ~ t, 
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~ , the- 4100ese of London, to take effect ~pon th death or 

reslgnatlôn of the lncumbent ~eootr.5J The a bey then 

'\,obtalned the rlght to appolnt the _iV1car, and enerslly 
[ 

under suoh an arrangement, the Abbey would t:'ecelve the entlre 

Inoome and pay the vlcar a flxed stlpend. 54 
1 lloeres 

only, Wlt~out papal assent, are round for the 
,.. 

to the' abbey ot the ohurohes of Bougham and T urston ln 
.5 13JO'and ~or the church'of Foulmere in 1353. In the former ,. 

case. King Edward III issued the grant 

••• ln consideration oC the grievous f loss S sustalned 
-by them a t the bands of the men of Bury S • Edmunds 
[ln 132'l7 and because, at thé kingt 8 rKu st, they 
have pardoned a g6eat part o-r the sum no vered by 
them aB damages.~ 

Financial losses, heavy debts, or the p of , 

the religl,ous house- were reSSons :trequently gi en t'or the 
. 57 0 111 • 

appropriation of churohes,' and 1t ls signifl nt that·the , 
~ 

burdena of' h,avy payments during °a vacancy and for electlon 
• • 

expenaes to both the kIng and the pope. which 
. . 
d at'tected 

• 
the 'abbey so severely ln the centur7. tlSured 1 a- t"urther 

llcenoe to appropria te 1)1 1398. Ili May of that year Pope 

Bonl1"aoe IX granted permis8lon' tor the ohurchea or Harlow 

and Thuraton to b.. approprlated to the abbot'. tt;101l. S8 
.. 

The letter patent ot Blobard II 18aued ln ~ugust speoltiesll,. 

mentloned that the reason 1"or the Àpproprlatlon the 

burden ot 7early paJ1l8nts whloh •• re now belng '\;d , . 
the kins and the pope b7 the abfot ln lieu ot th vaoanoy 

59 
tlnes and prevlouall oolleoted servloe taxes. ft .pite 

ot Pope Bonitace'. seneral annulllent ot approprl'a iODa ln 
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1402. the pope reconfirmed the grant ta Abbot Wll1la~ &gain 

ln 1404.60 ~ 
, 

Although the abuses produced b7 the appropriatlon 

of parlsh churehes were undoubtedly great a~ may have been 
~ 1 

a tactQr Influenolng antl-monastlo aentl~ent l~ the later 
- , 

rUddle Ages. 1 t must be reiDembered that the ~ t"lnanolal rewards 
o 

and the t"reedom trem papal provIsIons ln suQh cases w~re. 

tram the monastio poInt of vlew, lmportant ressona for 

des'irins s~ch arrangements. 61 In Any cail\e, BurT St~ Edmunda 
. 

reta,lned only the advowscn o~ many more ohurohea than 1 t 

possessed t'ully appropriated. ones. and the Abbey. should 

not theretore he consldered as a major partIo1~t 1n the 

movement to~s appropr1a tl on'., 

Papal prIvl1eg(!:s to abbots 
• 

In one other Important respeot the contlnued exerels., 
, 

of ,papal authorlty af:rected the Abbey Ibf Bury St. ~ds. 
, 1 

"- j 

The gr,nti of oertal'n, prlvl1egea and Indu1ts of tavor( te 

the .bb~t8'of many mo~terle8 r~ther bound the h~'or 
,'i-ellg1oua housea to Rome. Thtt;8e prlvf'leges qtten co"';erred 

' .. sIgna ot epl800pal dlgnl ty on the abbots. The rlght' to 
1 ....' 

USe the pQl)t1t1Q&la.. (episoopal vestiaenta and 1nal a) anel 
"'\ 

the prlvI1ege eonterred upon abbotB allowlng the. t pertora 

aets customarl1y reserved to blsho~(I.e •• to 81v~ olemn 

~~pedlct,~,9n. ln the absenoe of" a"blshop or papal le e, to 
-

conter mlnor orders, and the rlght to blesa eccl.ea tloal' 

ve,a'tDlents 'and' ornament.) certalnll aroused 8011& .P1JcoP.~ 
, ( Jx~, . , 

'. 

r .. 4 
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host~llty and jealousy, but these prlv11~ges d1d serve 

to elevate the "abQatlal ~lgn1t1" to the level of that 
,. 

, 62 
of a b1shop. 

Many of these speoial pr1v1leges had been cont'erred 

upon the abbot~ of St. Edmunds trom as early as the 

eleventh oentury. Alexander II. A1exander III and Urban III ~ 
- .-// 

all granted or reconflrmed the earI,. abbots of' Bur1' In,_ 

--the'l~ rights to the use or the pontltlWIâ (sandils-;- tic, 
" r1ng. m1tre and pastoral start). and Abbot Samson was' 

eontlrmed ln h1s rlght ot glvlng soiemn eplscopal bene let10n 
, 6 

wIthln the town ot ~ur7. J These rlghts were aube uèntlY 

reconf1rmed br Mart1n V' ln the tlfteenth cen~y. ~ther , , 

tacultles granted Ineluded the rlght 01' thé abbots to 
65 

give publIc absolution. In 1398 Bonitace IX, a prollflc 

dispenser of such prlvlleges, granted to Abbot W11lIam 

Crattleld a taoulty "once 0017" to hear contessions ot' 

monka. grant abaolution and enjoln penance, "even in caB eS 
66 l 

resel'Ted to the .posto110 8ee." The abbots o~ Bur7. also 

obtalned- the prIvl1ege ot oOl'lterrlng lI100r ordera on . . 

the!-r JDQ1'Ût8. and the .. bers or thé convent 418,0 had the 

rlght to baye any bi.hop a4JI1 t the. to hlshelt. ordere. 67 

ThIs rlsl)t- __ aJ1parent17 uaed. reaular17. tor one Bur7 
• 

JD$IU8crlpt oonta1na a 118t or lJU8a ot lIonlcS ordalne4 bi 
, 68 ' 

Abbot BIéhal:d de Draushton troa 1313 to 1~16. In 1)51-

and 1166, as • l'.sult ot the shortage. ot pries ta due to 

the pestilences. .l'bbots Wi111 .. ci&- Bel'nbaDl and ..t:ohD de 
" -

Br1nkele7 were 61ven_~ltlonal licence_ peraittlng thea 
, ! 

, , 

.. -' 
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to ~epare under-aged monks for ord1nation ';yany blShOP.69 

/~e r1ght of the abbot to bless eccleslastloal vestments 

/ ;or the abbey and the subject churches had been obtalned 
/ 

ln 1256. 70 

f 

J 
A number of per~~nal Indults of ravor to the abbots 

... x f 

of Bury were als'oo Issued ln the tourteenth cel;ltUZ7. Abbot 
, .. 

Wll11am de Bernham recel ved fr,om Clement VI the rlght to 
, 

te 

dlspose of h1s personal property by wl11, permlssion to 
\ 

choose hls own ?onfessor at t~~ hour or de. th, and the 

grant tor a portable altar. h~.w.S also given permisSIon 

to dlspense an ll1egItlmate candidate to enable hlm to 

recelve·orders and obtaln a benetlce. 71 this latter grant 
.,; 

enlarged the abbot.or'Bur~ls rlght to commlsslon r~r 

ordl~tlon Any rlt,man wlthln the Llberty who wanted to 
. 72 

be a candIdate for .holy orders. 

The slgn1t1caiioe ,of the,se grants b7 the papacy liaS 

twofold~ I~·the t1rst plaoe, the papal prIv11eges and 

spec1al grant,s to the 1ndlvldual abbots maInt&1ned a 11nk 

w1th ROlle. Bury St. Edmunda as an exempt abbey was not 

subject to the Blshop of NorwIch, and the papal cont1rlDa~1on 

or long est&blished r1ghts wlth respeot to both th~exempt 

st.tUS and personal pr1vlleges 01' the abbots served to 

rem1nd the pope, the abbots 01' ~. and perhaps the BIShop 
p 

01' Norwlch, of the spec1al relatlonshlp or the monaater7 

to the Roly Sèe. Second17. 1)7 oonrerrlng upon tHe ,abbQts 
- , 

1Dall7 "rlghts traditlonally a8sociated with blshops. the 

abbat1al ~1gnlt7 waS ra1sed. As A.R. sweet haB commented • 

. -

.0 
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An sbbot or prlor prl vl1eged to wear ep'-tBcopal 
. vestments 'showed openly when he made use of the 

prlv1lege, that he waB one whom the-pope- dellghted 
to honor, the members of hls oonvént and the 
parlshoners ot his subjeot ohurohes Saw ln the 
pontltloa11a ev1denoe that he waS ~ grest prelate. 
the d1gnlty of an, ,~bot seemed ak1n to _that of 
the eplscopate •••• 

Fpr the mltred abbots ot Bury, the prestige thus bestowed 

upon them ln thelr eooleslastlcal role enhanoed that wh1ch 

they alr.eady had ln -thelr secular role. The abbots of 

Bury .ere pUblicIy oontlrmed as 1mportant, not only by 

the k1ng but also by the pope, the hlghest posslble 

ecoleslastlcal author1t1. 

Papal appolntmepts or !bgots as 
judges and consoryators 

~e way ln lfhloh the abbots ot Bury oontlnued to be 

reoognized. as -1mportant ecoles1.,tlcal. tlgures by- the papacy 
. , , 

. was through papal .apPolntment o~ thelll to serve as judge ; 

delegatea and oonservators of papal prlvlleges. A1though 
;. 

the praot1oe ot appolntlng local Judge delegates io 
1 

hear cases whlch had been. referred to the Bo17 See for 
. , ~ 

judgment dld daollne durlng the tourteenth 08qtllr7. there 
.., , 

1rere nwaeroua instanc" men the abbota or BUlT sat on 

eccle81astloa1 oourt~ and reaelve4 _pdates to suarantee 

papal ~r1.V·ll.se~ 01' provi81onl.1Ih"lch .~tected 'othe~ .o .. ~erl ... 75 ' 

f ~. oa~e lasting, trOll 1299' to 1 O' ~b. abbot . . , \ 

ot Bury. toseth.l' wlth the abbate of, Val 

--s.rv~ as conservators ot BonltaC)8 VIII'. contlr.111ns 
, J 

,the pr1v11eg •• of'the exeapt aonas,te17 ot St. 'Ausustlne'_.' 
\ ' 

.' 

J 

l ' 
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ohurches ap roprlated to St. Augustlne's to his ordinary 

In 1299 the three abbots rece1ved a mandate 

requlr1ng t em ta make the archblshop appear betore the 

e'months if he talled to respect t~e papal 

prlvI1eges ~ the abbey.76 The next year the three abbots 

reéeived m 1tlons trom Arohblshop Winohelsey warning 
1 

. 7 

them Ir to b ~re ot aotl~ ln a case to wh10h the exemptIon . 
does.not a p~y."7\),The tinal oonstltut!on ot l~OJ settllng 

quest10ns r patr~nage and Income of Churches belonging to 
o , 

St. mentloned that the abbote ot Bury, ~a1thaJD 

had exe eded the llmlts of the mandate ad~essed to 
them,' d nylng ordlnary Jurlsdlctlon to, the arohblshop, 
not onl ln ehurches approprlated to St. Augustlne's 
but ln hose a1so o~8WhlCh the abbot .04 oonvent had 
onl, th pat:,onage.,. _ 1 /' 

It wouldJse m tpat the three abbats, all or whom were hea~B , , 

ot exempt h e~ Buhl eot only 1;0 the papacy. had Indeed 

slded wlth h~ monkS ot St. Auaustlne'8 In_their bld to 

remaln inde endent ot the arohblahop. The case doe. 

11lustrate bat relations between ... the •• cular and regular 1 . - , 
1 

1 

cler87 were Partlcular"ty important ta exempt bOU8e~, B11r1'/a 

ces w1tb the Plshop of Norw1ch m1gb~ have 
1 

ae'tul relllnder to the abbota hearlq.'·the oaa. 

that 

prlvl1egea 0 ,.ere delegatec1 to lnq\Ûre aboUt var1oua-. . . 
matters for . be papac7.. the7 act.d together wlth heada 

t 

.. 

.1 

.... '., . ~, 
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vof other monasteries. In ~J08 Clement V ~ppolnted Abbot . , 

Thomas alone; w1 th the abbot of St-. Albans and the prior 

of St. Mary's, London, to adm1n1ster the'benefloes of 
79 ' seoular clergl who had gone on a crusade. Siml1ar mandates 

requlrlng, the abbot and his tellow conservators to proteot 
- . 

the beneflces ot clerks who were absent for purposes of 
80 

study were Issued by BOnlfaoe IX in 1397 and 1402. Man7 

conourrent mandates addressed to the abbots ot Bury ln 
" , 

the fourteenth ce nt ury were dlreotives requirlng the. to 

guarantee papal provisions or expeotat1ves to benetlces 
, . 

in the g1ft of the Bishops ot Ely and or Norwlch or to 

Act as general oonservators for other abbeys.8l The abbots 
• 

_ere also used as papal ,agents and Investlgators ln other 

types ot cases a8 we.1l. In 13S3 Innocent VI appolnted 

Abbot William de Bernbam. the preoentor o~ York and a 

canon ot Lincoln to carry out an investigation regardlng 
. --- 82 

an apostate monk who deslred to return to hls ab»ey. In 

another case ln 1367. the pr10r and oonvent ot B oches ter, 

requeated the pope to appoint the abbot or Bury to a14 the. 

in th.lr ettort. to bul1d a ne. pr1or,J at Fel1xstowe. ln 

the 41008ae ot Norwlch. Abbot John de BrlDlceley 1ll'f'eat1pted 
, 

the case. reported to Ur~ V. and the OODvent ot Rochester 
. '. 83 

. 1fa8 grant,ed' the papal llcence ln 13~9. 

f 

The involvement or the .bbO~8 or Bur7 ln th!. type _ > 

br actlv~ty turther relntorce4 the tl,es vith the papae7 and / 

also served ~o ln410ate the l .. por~ce of the abbots ln / 

ecclealaat1cal mattera. 
Cl 

When actlng ln· th1s _pa 01 tr. the , 

" -
':~) : ~ ,::w, 

~ ; ;,;:'- ~ :1~~ A~~' ~ ::~ ~~ 

'\ 
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" 
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abbots of Bur7 were rarely drawn lnto d1reot confllct wlth 
, 

the orown. On one occas10n ln 1328 when the abbots o~ 

St. Edmunds. Westminster and Selby were slttlng as an 

ecoleslastical court in a case regardI,ns property acqulred 

bl" the prlor ot Wenlook. the kIng lssued a wrlt whlch 

::~::::o::eo;SS~n~:e:::~o~: ;:::::~~:::r':::nst 
,ecoleslastloal jurlsdlctlon. 84 ~In ract.,th~ abbots o~ 

/ 

Bury o~ten reoelved help rro 'the orown ln exerols1ng thelr 

ecoles1astlca~ dutles. rlght of the àbbot to obtaln 
1 

trom'-chanoer7 at hls sl tlcatlon· the wrl t of' excommunlcato 
: G 

oaplendo to provlde secular ald ln brlnglng to justice 

obdurate exoommunicants wlthln hls jurlsdlctlon was an 

Important one. 85 Usua11y granted only to blshops and 

archbishop,. the abbots ot Bttr,y reeelved thls rlght ln 
\(86 . 

1)05. 132~. 1325. 13J8 and 135). The tact that the abbot 

of Bur7 St. ~ds w.i8 one ot the on17 tour abbots acoorded 

thls prlVllège871s'but a.turther lndloatl~n o~ Bury'. 
importance ln both secular and eocleslastlcal .~talrs. 

Wh1le ln JDaD1' respeots the relatlonahlp ot the abbe7 

ot Bury St. Edmunds to the papaC1' ln the tourteellth èenturJ" 
. . 

.. s cb&racterlzed"b,y Inter~erence and the impos1tion o~ 

, t'lnano1al burdena, "1 t neverthele.. d1d brlq 80me advantagea. < 

Papal prlvileges obntlrm1ng exemptIon trom the oontrol ot 
. . 

the Blshop ot Norwich. spiritual prlvl1egea and tayorB 
" ~ 

oon~erred upon the abbots,. and the papal c01llÛ8s1ona to 

the abbata ail 'lndlcated that the Abbe,. was 8~11 to, ~ , 
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numbered among the most Important and prestlg10us Engllsh 

monasterles. That the abbots of St. Edmund often round 
, 

It necessar,y to defend thelr prlvl1eges ln the face of 

the expanslon of both royal and papal authorlty la clearly 

evldent. But royal and papal support were, et tlmes. 
( 

equally Important and etf~ctlve ln malntalnlng the Ind~pendence, 

authortty and prestlge. ot the Abbey ln the changlng 

elrcumstances ot the rourteenth century. 

II. Tbe Abbey ln 14th Cegtarr MODlstlo1sma The Challenge 
ot the Prlll! and the Bened1ctlne Chaptera 

In conslderlng the role of Bury St. Edmund8 ln the 

lite or th. churCh ln the rourteenth centur7.1t ls 

Important to examlne the posltlon ot the monastery ln 

relatlon to the other ~enedlctlne houses and to-,rds the 

mendlcant orders •• Ben~dlot;zne monastlclsm ln the tourtie. 

centur,y WBS serlousl1 threat ed Dot onl1 b7 economlc and . ' 

soo1&1 changea ln the seoular world, but a180 by Inte11ectual 

currents and oontrovereles w1th1.n the ohuroh. The attacka 

ot the mendlcant orders on the posse8s1opatl, whlch 1ft th. 

:t'ourteenth cent1u7 .. re _11117 ccmtlned to the Intelleotual 

.rama. 41d g1 Te an opportun1 tJ' tor aona8tl0 resp0n8e. But 

th1s counter-attaok d.pended ln part upon the un1t7 ot the , . ,. 
regfllar ordere. Por the Bngllah Black M0nk8. thts uni t:r . 
.. s provlded b.1 the trlennlal ohapter meetlnsa whlob 

- laplement8d reforming leg18latlon'4eslgned to streDgtben 
, ., 

monaetlo18. and whloh prOTlded a useral torma for the 

, 

+ • '\ 

• 
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d1scuss1on or matters afteotlng th~ arder as a whole. Although . .~ 

the challenge was not oompletely met. the Monka and abbots 

of Bury St.~dmunds played a role.ln these developments. 

They experlenced tiret band the attaoks or the triars, and 
, 

they were close11 Involved ln the Benediotine reaponse • ........ 
'\ 

A. Belat10ns vith the Frlars 

The relat10ns bet~.en Bury St. 'Edmunds and the . 

mendlcants had been stralned slnce the thlrteenth century_ 

The tirst atteapt ot the Dom1n1cans and -Pranc1seans to , 

settie "ln the town ln 12)8 brought forth tne oharacterlst1c 
, b' 

monast1c response. In thls case, the appe~B to the ~a\ 

legate ln England and to Pope Greg8ry IX tavored the monks, 
110- , : 

'and t:e .mendicants ~re prohiblted yom settl1ng ln the " 

town. 8 In 1257 the Frlars M1nor repeated thelr attempts, 

and ag'a1n the monastlc reaptlon was violent. It was onl.7 

af'ter à. seven year struggle, durlng whlch both sldes armed 

themsel V~8' 1f1 tb papal: bulla and rOJal wrl ta. that the trlars 
_ _"""" ~T ., 

succéeded in brlng1ng public pressure to bear on the abbe7. 

The actIons o~ the monks ln deten41ng their prlv~lege8\mnst 

~ve tarnlahed thelr Image ln the eTes of' the t01m8p8ople. 
f Yi - ... 1-

for I~ 1264 the monkS tlnall1 grantèd the Prancls0&D8 a 
" 8 

place at l3abwell. Just out.Ide the town gates_ 9 The abbe,. 
17 

had retalned. lts 1mportant ecc1eslastlcal prlvlleg,a 
- -

" . ' 

wlthln th. tcnm, bat the Ilona_tic tears vere never quite 
. . 

araaed. '!'he dominance ot the abbeY over the townapeople. 

both econom1oally and aplrituallt. had obV'lously be.a 

..... ~ J' ,,';:'1 \ ".' •. :;. ;:" 1 
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threatened by- thls ne1f competlng group. and ln the 

subsequent struggles between the abbey- and the town, the 

f"rlars oonslstently supported the ambl t10ns ot the townsmen. ~ 
, f ~~ 

The t'ears ot the monks vere borrie out in the events ot 
& 

" 
1 1327. The BurY' chronlcler re~ords wlth much anlmosity' the' _ " 

_ ~ l"l 

actIons ot the triara ln that °year. oaocus1ng them ot 
~0 ,~/ 

a ttempting to regaIn thelr place 1fi thin the town and ot 

helplng the 1eaders ot the revolt to escape. 90 Although 
., 

there ls no Indication that the PranclscéÎlS plaY'ed a 

slmllar role ln the attaok on the abbeY' ln the sWDlIler ot 
,0 

1381. 1 t 1fould aeem unllkely that the antagonism between 
o 

the t .... o orders ln the to~ ever complete17 subslded~'~ . 

One indicatlon ot the contlnulng anImos1 ty bet.een 

the regulars and the mendlcants .. s the proposaI tor the 

pa~tial dlsendcnmlent of the monastlc orders made ln the 

Parl1ament ot 1371. TIro Austln trlars, Joh~ Banlqn and 

Tho~s Ashburne, made the proposal to.. Ii parliament alread,y 
o d1800ntented because ot the clerIcal refusaI to grant subsldles 

ob 

!J'l parl1ament ln 1369 f and 1371. The 1"rlarà argued ~hat the 

endoWDteftts o~ the -church ahould be used "t'or the good of" 

the klngdom" and. that thelr po ••• s81ona ought to be 801d 
CJ 

tor ~hls purp08e. 91 '!'hl. touched a sensit1ve lssueo ' t'or 

the olerical reapQn88 to ·taxation Naud upon thelr olalma 

ot independenoe tro~ the 410tatea ot ?~ •. sta,tel to th! ~ 

endowed eleru, par11amentary de_Dda' uJ>Otl 't;helr wèalth 
n 

Dot onl.1' threatened the:l:r lndepeDdettoe. .but a180 thelr 

:tlnanolal atabl11 t,..o Pr..ec18e17 beoause the eeonome ,. 

, " 
?~ ; .. /' _1Jt:I.:..:.\ ... .',. ", 
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cond1t1ons and the dec11n1ng monast1c revenues contlnued . 
to put the ~onasterles ln what they regarded as a dangerous 

position, the proposaIs tor d1sendowment resulted ln 

lncreased opposit1on to those advocating 1t. Wyclif and 

o the mendloants. 

A measure ot the monast1c response to the proposal 

lB found at Bury St., Edmunds. One manuacrlpt wlth the 

text of the 1371 art1cles la oonta1ned ln 8 fourteenth 

century cartulary trom the abbeYI the text 18 headed. 

"Art1cul1 mal1c1ose propos 1 ti dom1no reg1 et toti oonailio 
92 -, 

pero duos fratres Augustlnlos ••• h John de Brlnkeley. then 

abbot of Bury, vas at the tlme serv1ng as pres1dent of 

the Prov1ncial Chapter ot the Engllsh Benedlotines. As a 

learned canon1st and a'prelate present st the Parl1ament 

of 1371, 1t i8 conoèlv~ble that he had the articles 

transcrlbed st the a~bey and made avalIable ln order to _ 

.rite a'reply ta them on bebalt pt the Order. 93 The presenoe 

o~101es 1: the BUI7 cartula17. 1;ogether 1fl th the 

tact that the 1IlOnka ot Bur7 produced a number ot treattses 

upholdlng the prlmacy ot monastlclsm and detendtng mo~.tlë 

obae~oe~"demon8trates rather olear17 tbat antl-mendlcant 

sentIment W88 as pervasive ln the fourteenth centur7 a8 lt 

had' been a t the abbey a cèntui7 be1'ore. 
~ 

t 
Il) 

,. 

" 

1 " , 

.~ 
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B. Bury St. Edmunds and the Benedlotine Chapters 

The role o~ Abbot John de Br1nkeley ln the case 

of 1371 also lllustrates the important pos1tion whloh 

.1 

the head o~ an abbey suoh as Bury oould assume wlthln the 

Benedictlne Order itsel~. The cohes1veness o~ the Benediot1nes 

was never 8a great as many o1fher religious oroers. bUt 

some unlty ~sUPPlied by the establishment ln 1215 of 

the General Chapter meet1ngs for the Northern and Southern 

Prov1nces to carry out reforms and papa1 deoresa. The 

General aBapters of the thlrteenth and 'early rourteenth 

centuries were, as we have seen, o~ten poorly attended and 

Ineffectl ve ln man,y respects, btt the abbots ot Bury did 

play a role in them, servlng aS .... presidents ln 1218-19. 1250 
94 ". 

and 1252. After 1336. when the sepsn,lte ohapters were 

united Into a sIngle body, the trlennial meetings o~ the, 

Provlncla~ Chapter were some.bat mo:re et't'ectl ve in unif"ing 

the Order and implementlng Pope BeneMct XIIls Constitut1ons' 
95 - ' 

and: later papal decrees. There were, ta be sure, still 

problems ln the system 1n the tour'teenth centuryl the 

attendance ot the ~bbots na occaslonal17 poor. and the ;' 

effects ot the pest1lences prohlb1ted a no~l sequence o~ 

meetl~B. But the ohapter meet1ngs~.ere nevertheleS8 

important tor ~oses ot communication on matterB attectlng 

the Order as a ,,,hole. The importance o't un1versity training 

ot selected monks and the oba11enges n.lse~ b7 the' mendloants 

and "-.J.ater the Lollards must have been somet s1gnit1oant i~.ue8 , ' 

"-

• 't.,' 
.. _ .L~~ ~ ::I~ 
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requlrlng the 'attention of the chapter meetings. 

Durlng, the f"ourteenth and early part of the fif"teenth 

century. the abbey of Bury dld partlclpate in the ~unctlonlng 
. 

of ~he chapters, and members of the àbbe,.. contlPued to be . 

called upon to fil1 important roles. both as presidents and 

as vls i tors _ of the Ordel'". Pinanoial support to oover' the 

expenses of the capi tu1ar meetings and to support monk-
f ~ 

scholars and the prootor of the .Benedictines at RoIU was 

obta:1ned by 1evylng an Inoome tu ~pon the lIlember houses. 96 

Records from the early f"ltteenth centur1 shOlf the annual 

contribution t'rom BU17 ranged trom 1..4 Ils (1414-17) to 
..t 

1.1} lis 7d (before 1429). and ln 1429 Abbot W1ll1am Curte1s> . " 

sought and obtalned a reduotlon in Buryls annual contr1butlon. 97 

In addition to thls financial contributIon. the abbots or 

their proètors lI'ould also have to bear personal. expenses 

t'or the ma1ntenance of their hoUSeholds and for trave1.11ng 
" 

~ expenses to Northampton. the site of the meetings after 1):36. ' 

Financ1al cons1derations and other necessaX7 dutles 
.' . 

ot the abbots JDa1 have been faotors ln the deollnlng 

attendance of" the late thlrteenth aM early tourteenth 

oentur1es, a problem whlch waa to 80me degree solved b7 

the use ot proxles 1n cases oor lIlnesa or other legltlmatè 
98 . 

excuses. Th, sbbots or BUl7 ocoas1onally. ,took advantage 

ot thls devlo8' -in 1319 Abbot B1ohard, oitlng 11l.-health, 

appolntêd three monks ~m the abbey to aerve as his 

executors st the General Chapter meetlng ln oxt'ord,'99and 

aga In ln 1)40 and 1)4) Abbot W1111aJll de Bernham wa8 eXCUSed' 

. . ' 
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from personall,. attendlng the meetings. 100 

ot Abbo1:- Wllllam Cratt'lel.d' ln 1390 11.;tustrates the kf~S 
- \ 

of problems wh1ch prevented attendance •. He o1ted the \ 

heavy e1eot1on expenses du~ to the recent vacancy and 
, 

alleged that d1tt'lcultles ln recover1ng exp~nses and , 

damages from the Peasants' RevoIt ot' 1381 neeess1 tated hls 

presence st the abbel'. He theretore appolnted as hls , 

progtor the pr10r of the abbey. John GOSford: to atte~d \ 
101 .\ 

the meet1ng called ~or that year. For the ohapter meet1ng 

or 1411 Abbot W1lliam again appolnted two prootors. Wl1.11am 

Barwe, the sacrlst. and 'Robert Wesenham. h1S ohapl.aln, 
. 

Crattle1d st the tlme ns serv1ng s term as one o~ the 

presidents, but hls 111nesB preventéd hlm :t'rom attehd1ng 
1 

, 102 
in person. 

Two abbots of, Bury, John de Brinkeley and William 

C:ratt'lal.d served terms as presidents ot the Provlnolal .. 
-

Chapters. As presldents they had the' 1'8sponslblll ty of 

lmplementlng l.eglslat1.on, asslgnlng clapltu1ar v1sl tors. . . / 

a.nd aot1.ng as spokesmen ~or the Bened1ct1ne Order in 

England. The presidents delegated some of thelr responslblll,tles 

to other abbots or 1mportant and 1nt'lu8ntla1 members- ot 

the Order. Durlng hls tlrst term beglnn1ng in 1366. when 
\ 

he served along s1de the abbots ot' St. Mary's. York. and . 
o~ St. Albans. John de Brlnkeley 'HaS "represented by Uthred ' 

~ 

o~ Boldon ln a visitation of the abbey of Whltb;r. a vis1tatlon 
~ 10). . 

whlch uncovered s~veral serious lapses and ._rrors. Brlnkele7 
" If' 

seems' to have undertaken his rol.e as pres1dent serlous17 and 

~ , 
'. 'I~I' ._ 
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effeotlvely. ke v010ed h1s d1sapproval to the abbot of 

Glastonbury over the postponem.ent of the chapter meet1ng 
104 . 

of 1369. and'h~s role ln defendlng monast10 status agalnst 

the mendloant! attaoks ls oa1so lndlcàtlve of his Qo.noern 

for the Benedlotlne Order. Abbot Wlll1am Cratfleld also 

served aS sole presldent ln 1408 and ln 1411-12 wl th the 
,., . 105 

abbot of Westminster. In both 1nstances'monastLo dlscipllne 

and stablllty were matters ot ooncerna a letter of 1408 Crom 

ara tt"leld to the abbot or St. Augnstlne' s , CanterbUry, 
~ 

dlrected the abbot to visl t Faversham abbey in orde~ ta 

see if previ~ly detected errors had been oorreoted'. and 

ln 1412 the two presldents appolnted proctors at Rome to 

proceed agalnst the~ot'of Chester for grave offenses 
106 and dllapi.datlon or the ho~e. ,-

As presldents ot the chapters. visitors' to member 

houses, 107 and representatives of a 'traditlonally prestlg10us 
\ 

abbeJ'. the abbots of Bury and the1r' depllt!-e8- -played an 
b. • ~ _ ---

important. lf not ~t'tectl'{e; -rolê- ln Benedlot1ne monastlclsm. 
- ---~-

Desplte the tact that the capitula%' vlsltatlons were 

lnt'requent and 1n the later perlod hlghly fOrJallZe,d. the 

. ohapt~r meetings dld serYe •. vital tunotion ln' perlodlcal17 

br1.ngiDg together the heads ot rellglous houses to desl vi th 

current le.uea. Just a8 the prob1ema ln the admlnistrat10n 
" 

~ . 
or }nd1v1dual houssa de.nded vlgoroas leaderShip, so "too 

d14 "- the challenges to monastlolsm in ~he latar tIldd1e Ages 
, . 

demand un~tled action and efteotive oontrol on the part ot 

the entlre Order; That general conditions w1th1n the Ordèr 
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were so often marked by worldUness, corrupt1on, lack of --' 
zeal and Inerrectlve leadership ls only too ev1dent~-at 

Bury as at ma,ny other estab11shments. But the orltlc1sms 

engend~red by these conditlons were not let~ total17 
108 unanswered. Men 11ke Uthred of Boldon from Durham. 

Abbot Thomas de la Mare of St. Albans, or John of Brlnkeley 

of Bur,. St. Bdmunds JDay not have been character1st1c of 
1 " 

thè perlod as a whole. but they serve as remlnders to us 

that even wlthln an lnstitatlon beset wlth s1gnltlcant 

problems, we can tind men v}1gorous aÎld talented enough 

to stand above the reste 

v . 
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,,' VI. CONCLUSION 
, ) 

rn 1200 Abbot Hugh oC' Clu~ pald a vls'it to Bury 

St. Edmunds. On ~hat oocasion. Jocelin de Brakelond,notedl 

••• our Abbot retused to 11eld precedenoe to him 
either ln the ohapter house or in the procession 
on Sunday." but sat and stood between the Abbot of 
Cluny and the Abbot o~ Chertsey, whereof divers 
persons held divers op~nions. . ~ "'- . 

Abbot Samsonts refusaI ·to "yle1d preoedence.!' h1s deslre 
, -

to -malnt8ln honor and prestige, .as in many respeots symboll0 

or the hlstory or Bury St. Edmunds ln the Middle Ages. Assertlng 

thelr authorlty and promlnence wlthln the convent and malntalnlng 
.0 'r 

thelr lndependence and freedom ln relation to both seoular and 

.' 
eoelesl~stloal power~. the abbots of Bury sought not only to 

deCend but a1so to enlarge the important prlvl1eges wh1eh had 

1 been oonf.erred upon the" abb'ey from the elev~nth oentUl7. To , 

Insure the suooess of'. Medieval abbey, monaBtlo,ad~inlst~torB 
• 0 ~ 

almed at,malntalnlng vltallty and d~?lpllne wlthln. securlng 
..... ' 

ecoleslastloal' prestige and promlnenoe, Insurlng e~onomle 

wealth and rlnanelal atabl1ity. and upholdlng and exeoutlng 
·0' 

:: 
~ 'secular prlvl1eges and responslbl1lt~s. In the tweltth and 

f 

thlrteenth ~en~les·the abbots ot Bury pursued these a1me --, 

and. to a larg~ extent. rultl11e~ t~em. This wa8-DO~ accompli shed 

wlthout dlttlcultr. nor wa8 1t done without' sacrlflclng seme 
.. ""'" ~ " ..... 

or the Ideals o~ St. Ben~dlct. ,But external bondl~lons _ère 
c, • 

favorable untl1 the latter part ot the thlrteenth cent~ and - . 
the leadership was on the whole vlgorous,ànd re8pG~lble. 

But the condit1ons ot the tourteenth oentu~ were ln many .. 

, ' " f 't k 
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ways decidedly dit':ferent from th'ose in the previous centuri.es. 
t 

and the abbey or, Bury St~ Edlnunds" 1.1ke 'many other Bened1ctine 

houses. was ohatLenged and threatened on° many sides. " Unce!"talnc 
, • J ,. 1 

economle condi tlons--plagues. ·~fam1nes. declinlng popula tlon-- u 

affected the abbeY"s esta;tes and tJ1us the economlc survlval ,r . 
of the abbey. The resul tlng soolal tensions and changlng 

soclal and economlc expectatlons among both free and unf'ree • 
, 

tenants "ere l1ke1flse conditions whlch .had to be dealt with 

by any landholder. and espeélally by ecolaslast1cal 1nst1tut10ns. 
. " 

. ' 

The urban riota at-rl 4.blngdon, St. Albans and Bury St.· Edmunds 

ln 1327 a~d the Pessants' Revolt b~ 1981 Illustrated new 
" 

directions in pol1.tlcal asp1ra tions and social' dlscontent 
-j" 

" ~ - ~ Q.:. 

which .the monastle houses d1d not .escap~. In other.arese as' 
'. - 4 , 

weIl, external conditions and pressures upon the abbey vere 

adverse. _, . The Hundred Years'- War ocèaslo~ed oonstant demands 

t'or taxation and frequent de~nd.So for mtll tary servlce~ rrom 
.. ~ J) t , ' 

eccleslastloal ~enants-ln-chlet", wh1.l.e the centra11zed 
" 

. bureaucrat1e' AV1gnonesé papacy lett llttle sQope t'or Independent 
• <;:) 

'Y • 

actiol). 1 tlnanolal demanda and the g~owlng numl?er of papal 
<.-

prov1s1onS Idcre,slnglT lntruded Into the abbey's afta1rs. 

. Vith many seoular a~~laaiaBttca1 prtvl1egea a180 

comlng under attaclc and as ~e· obJect ot cr1tl,Clsm, S01Det~m,. 
justlt"led, by both la,lty'and the mendlcant orders, the ' 

, 

monastià houses faced a diverse and- complex set ot prèssures. 
/ 'i 

Theae pressures p~oduced slgnl~~cant problems for the monks 
, f"'" ... .. / (" 

~ , 
ot' St. E~munds, but many ot these prOblems were not eas11y 

01 V ... 

• 

solved even und.er the best of Qondltlons. wH-en comblned w1th ' . 
~ 1 

~.;, ~ 

• 

. 

..... - , 

1 • 

',' 
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the lower qualt ty. of leadershIp evidenced a~. the abbey in ~, 

the t'ourteenth century. the response of Bury St. Edmunds to 
• J,. 

thes'e problems becomes more understandable. It mlght be 
) 

said that the abbey had t'Wo alternatIves ln the' Iater Hldd~e 
o • 

Ages. One posslple response to the externai pressures brought 

abou.t by the many ohanges of" ,the rourteenth centurY' na for 

the abbeY' to have taken an aggresslve, Innqvatlve stance. By , 
~ . 

vlgorously seéklng to èXPand lier many prlvileges and by adopting 
~'f ... 

Innovati ve. 'perhaps even radlcally ditrerent methods ot 
{", -. . , 

manaBepient, the abbey mlght have stU"mounted many of the 
. r 1.., . . 

- dlff"lcultles confTontlng It. This approaeh mlght have allpwed 
"'î 1 " 
(, the" abbey to grow sl~lrtcantll ln -1ntluen1e •. 1?restlge ~d 

weal th. Dynam1c ~nd f'a7 slghted l~aderShlf wo~ld have been 

,necessary, tor many of' the problems ~alled for not only Immed~ te 
• 1 

solut1on but the development of long range: pollc;1es. On the 

other hand, the abbey oould adopt a donserlatlve response. - . 
a respollse wh1ch sought to malnt&1n rather than e~pànd privl1eges 

and responslbl11t1ss. Consolldat1ng the ga1ns ot the prevloua 
~ 

centuries. ,upho1dlng and det'endlng both secular and eooleslastlcal 

prlv11eges, and retalnlng ~radlt1oMl'lDethodB of ecoftOlilo and' . . ' 
ftlnancla1 _nagement Dl1ght aiso succes8t"ully lnsure ~theo a 

o~ntlnued. atabl11t1 and promlnence ot the abbe1_ This response 
1 (~' o. \< 

requlred . .capable leadership aB we11, t'or detenslve monas:t1c 

, admlnlstrators needed to he equally aware of the possible 

,èl1oroaohments to the-lr authprlty and of the dlve"rse pressures 
./' . 

atfectlz)g re11g 1oUS{ house8. 
, " 

1 

. It 18 not dl '..ri aul t to, see ' that 'Bury St. ,Edm.tmdS 
" ( 

tdl.lowed , , , 
" 

.1 

.. ~ . 

l 
--- ~ , " g 



, 
thls seoond al te rna't 1 va. , 

The characterlstto response of 

the abbey: to Most of the problems o'r the fourteenth century 

was conservatlve and defenslve. Sarely dld the abbots, of 

Bury s,eek the expansion of long-establlshed rlghts and 

pr1vl1eges. but rather the y usually sought only t~ ma1ntaln 
~) 

and defend them. This was a~ true ln the abbeyls relations 
• ft' 

" wlth the orown as.lt .as ln the relations wlth the papacy. 

for the royal and papal governments were. for thelr own}reasons.' 

hardly wl11ing to see any derogatlon of their own power or 
.. 

au'tiborl tY'. Stated in the most general terms here perhaps Iles 

one of the ressons why the.t a bbeY" s leaders d~d not pursue 

a polic)" ot' aggress1,vely e~tending and erpand-lng their rig~ts. 
) '"1 ~ 

It "as.' gl ven the clrcumstances of both papal. and roysl 

strength and ~mandS, slmply too dlttlcult, too rlsky. and 

potentlally tao dangerous to do so. Abbot Wil11am de,Bernham'8 

attempts to clalm Imœuni~y t'rom prosecutlon by the Klng t s 

Benoh ln 1345 were di~Iq1ssed as "unheard. of" pretenslons. and f.\, 
lit , 

the Li~rty ns taken Into the king's hands. Refusal to 
, 

accede to the demands or rOTaI patronage. howev~r tlnanclall1 
1 

dlsabllng ta th~ monaste17. 1faS as url:w1se a8 It na vlrtually 
, 

lmposs1bl&. lnstead, acqulescence .at least brought the 

posslbi11ty of royal ~avor ln dir~loult times. Papal prerogatlv,es 

and demands as weIl could not be ea811i clrcumvented. As an 

exempt .abbey under the "proteotion" ot the papâcy:. B1lr1 ~lgh't 

theoretically be free t'rom eplscopa~ interterence, but there 

, ~aB Il t.~le poss 1 bill ty of es caplng . the panent ot papal 
, 

, tenths·or the very heavy confIrmation taxes levied by the 
\ . 
, ' 
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H~ly See. Wlthout help trom other quartera, the abbey could 

not, by ttself. reaist papal demandar the pope was.acknowledged 

the unlversal o~inary by the ecclesiast1cal commun1ty,-and 
. " 

1 t was only w1 th royal ald tha t the abbey eventual17 suooeeded 

in res1stlng Pope Urban VIfs provIsIon ta Edmund Brômt'leld. 

. Compromlse, petitIons and legal manoeuvres wère the 
• 

methods used ln desling .1 th 1c1l1l17 and. pope. Not' always succeast'ul, 

but ot'ten nece8sary, these methods were det'ensl V" not 

expanslonlst In:th~lr 81mB. B1sho}VBâteman's attaok on the 
------, 

abbey' 8 exlulpt statua a~ trequent lntrus10ns ot' royal 
~ d~ :. 

'a!ents w1th1n the Liberty ot St. Edmund vere only two of the 

numerous s1tuations which called tor th1a 4efens1ve stance. , 

It waS a stanee whIoh, though nelther partIcul.arly adventurous 

nor r1sky, at least
v
admltted the poss1b111 ty ot suocess. In 

the tourteenth century. It was j~st as 1mportant, lf' not more - , so. to' oonserve and malntaln secu1ar and eo~leslastlcal 

pri vileges rather than to challenge WO pOlfert'u1 fo~ces in 

an att~t to anlarge prIvl1egea wh1ch 1f~ld calI t'or turther 

det'ense and to acqu1re ne. responsIbl11tles whlch m1:ght have 

been equall1' dlf~~cult to sustaln. 

The consenative, defensIve approaoh oan also be seen 
"-i 

ln the abbe1"s re,sponse to eooDom1copres8ures. To be surë, 

judgmenta 'here mwit be made more ~utlOW1171 the evidenoe ~8 
. ' 

not, complete·and ls onl, ind.1~tlve of' oerta1n. trendS. But 

.1 t would seeJl tbat ln d~ 1f1 th both' the 1n'ternal. mal'ligement 
'" 

of mopastl c f1nances and, w1 th the eXplol tatlon ot th. abbe;y' 

'-'estates, the abbe1' did not pursue lnnovat1ve or' radloallY 
, , . 

., 

r' 
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. 
dltferent pol1cles. ' Instead, the abbèy tended to reta1n , 

the tradlt1onal, decentral1zed forma of flnanclal management 

wlthln the house, ,a system whlch left the lmportant obedlent1arles 

wl th mu oh lndependenee but w1T1oh 1Ma usual1y not capable of 
o 

sustalning the unavoldable and heavy ~lnaneial demands or 
kIng and pope~ The adopt10n q{ a centrallzed exchequer 

\ 
syste~ handling ~eeelpts a~d d1sbursements mlght not have 

totally solved the abbey's flnanolal problems, for Bury's 

speelal'relatlonshlp to the papacyand the cro~n subjected 

the abbey to Some extraordlnary demands, but a reorganlzatlon 

of the financlal system would have le'ft the abbey In_& Iess 

vUlnerable position and permltted more flexiblllty. Why, then, 

was a pollcy whleh work~d wlth some success at Chrl;t Churcli, 

Canterbury, and Glastonbttry not adopted at ~ry? Whlle the 
c 

answer cannot be r~rmly stated, lt ls perhaps posslble to see 
(; 

here a refiection of the natural consertatisœ of Benedictlne 
# 

adm;nlstrators, a cons~rvBt1s~ whlc~ waS carr1ed over into 

other areaa as 'tfell. Bheddlng a s7stem of management wh1ch 

had been successf'ui ln pravloua oenturlèa 1fould baye called 
, 

~or-a olear evaluat10n o~ the pr~blems On the part 01.' the 

abbots of BurY. an~ the surrender ot jealousl7 gaarded r1g~ts 

on the part of the Most 1mportant obedlentlar1e8. Conventual 
t 

resJstan?e to 1nternai chan8es,had been a t~ature ot much of 

Bury's,ear11er hlstory, and tbls~ 'comb1ned with the rather 

un1mag1natlve and statlc character ot abbatial leadership ln 

the tourteenth century,'resulted ln the ma1ntenance of the 

status guo. 
, '" 

t . 

" 

r 
r 

i 
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In many respects, thiS~S also the exp1anation for tne 

tallure to desl adequatelf wlth the larger economl0 issues 
, , 
1 

wh1ch so affected the abbey. ln the tourteenth century. The 

complex nature of th~ problems ~tlng the abbey ln the 

later Mlddle Ages 18 nowhere better revealed than in thls area. 

The very uncertalnty ot the econom10 condltions on the abbey 
/ w -

estates tended to prevent both a olear dlagnosls o~ the p~oblems 

and the formulat1on of su1table long-range pol~loles. Existlng 

ln the m'1dst <o~ econom1c and soclal changes whloh waret atter 

aIl, only gradual~1 ap~nt, 'but vltally lmportant, the abbey's 

leaders could not always ea811y detect thelr lmpor~ance. Radlcal 

departuree tram t estate exp'lo1tat1on and 

landl'ord-tenant polloles would hav 

ot the optlons open to the ~bbey and ould have Involved \8 

.1~llngn~ss t9 tate rl~ks, rlsks'wh ch mlght have brought . - -
incalculable ~esults. Benca the ab y tended to ~ely on 

, . _ f 

, proven methods and.. responded ta slgnltlcant Boçlal and economlo 

changes vith short term po~lcles deslgned only;fQr the .. 

so~utlon of Immedlate problems. 
@ ~ 

,There are, ot oourse, IncUcatlone that the abber dld 
• < 

attempt to a~t to some ot the eoo~omlc pressures, but ~he 

avallable evidence suggests that the me.sures tak~n were 
v ,-

ne1ther thor~~g?l~ nor radical17 d1tferent. The oommutation 

of labor services ln tavor of mone7 rents W8S employed, but 

. the polleies here we~ not alwaY8 cons1stent--a tact whlCh 

probablr accounts for muc~ of the tenant hostil1ty evldenced 

durlng the perlod. ----= Leasing out of t~e d~mesne ~d or land-
J 

.. 
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once held by servile tenur$ wa~ also adopted, b~t -th1s 
1 

depended very muoh on the avaI1abl1~ty o~ tenants wl111ng. 

and able to take the land ,on terms favorable to the abbeYJ 

and thls p011cy too was not undertaken to the. total exclusion 
. -

of the direct explo1tat10n or the estates. 
, 

The adoptIon or 
other devlces th~ abbey might have emplo7ed tor expandlng 

, . 
her resources 18 lesa clear, but on the whole the direQtion 

the abbey took ln handllng economlc and ~1nanolal problems 
. \ 

waS' more conserv.ative than Innovative, 'more derenSlve~han 

expans1ve. 

In explainlng this response ot BUr7 St. Edmunds 'to 

the conditions o~ the ~ourteenth century lt.ls necessar,y to 

examIne not only the.nature of the external pressures but also 

to evaluate the oharaoter of abbatial leadershIp. The 1nte~ 

reiationshlp between these two aspects -,as the s1ngle, most . , 

determln1ng factor ln the abbeY"s" poslt1on ln the f'ourteenth 
< 

century. 'Wlthout dynam1'o leadership ·to respond wlth ·f'Qr&slght 

and strength to the numerous external pressures, the abbey 

could not grow in influence, withaut responslble leade~hlp, 

lt could not susta1n 1ts posit1on in Medieval SOc.1:et;v. ~e 

abbats of' Bury ln the f'ourteenth oentury dld not, 'b7 A:t'l7 m.eana, 

fall. to sustaln the abbey's posltion in many areas, for they 
, 

frequently detended wlth vlgor establ1shed rlghts and pr1vilegia, 
~ ~ • a 

but they dld not lead the abbey to new dlmensions o~ seèular 

power, ecclesiastlcal prestige or_wealth. The internai 
. / 

developments .st the monastery retleoted m8riJ 01' the general 

trends of tne'perlod, laxlty ot dlso1pllne~ ~~rlodS ~. 

'.' 

1 
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common llf&~ all of which lndlcate 

and a signlflcant lack of ,even 

moderately responslbie e~ershlp. Theae'aspect~ of Bury's 

hlstory shouid not biln us to the more posltlve signa of 

vltallty. as ln Ilterar production or the abbey's ro~e under 

John of Brinkeley ln th de~eQSe agalnst the mendlcants. but 

the SIgna of internaI 

the abbey's prestlge. 

frlcultles could not ~a~l to damage 

reason tor the apparent lack 

of dynamlc and innovati e. leadership withln the monastery lles 

ln the f~ct ~hat the n erous public responslbl11tles of the 

abbota o~ Bury 1eft Il tle tlme and energy for internaI ' 

supervis~on. the separJtlon of the abbot from'the CO~ltY' 1 

. 1 

and frequént a~ences ,~ere not entlrely matters of indivldual 

Incllnat1on, but rathe~ re~lected the abbeY's,lnvolvement ln 

so~iety. Monastlc Isotat1on belonged to St. Benedlct'a day. 

not ta" the tourteenth century. The extensIve .prlvl1eges 
, 

oonterred.upon the abbots ot St. Edmunds brought w1th them 

ad~nlatratlve demanda and public reSP9nsi~tIes which 

could not ~ neglected. and these demanda on the abbot'. time . , 

and energy were espeoially acute -ln the ~ourteenth ce~tury. 

Glven the external pressures and the complexlty ot the probl~ .. 

faced br the abbe;y ln th1s p~ri~, 1 t. 18 theretqre nO.t 

surprls1ng that the sboota or BUl'7. on the _hole. 1"..ound 1 t 

neées8ary" .to sacr1fice spIrItual leadershlp ,,l'thln the monaster;v 

ta thelr publ~c ro1'es .. 

T1fo other t'aet'ors Intluencing the char-acter and dll"'ectlon 
\ 

of ab~tIal leadership ln the~four~eenth centur;y .ere also 

\' 1',<"," 

i 

,A. ), _!. ~)". :",.1 
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1mportant. Both the~pacy and the crown clrcumscrlbed the 

Abbey' s lndependence and fre,edom APt cmly ln external affaIra, 
\, 

but also t~osome degree ln the selection of the abbots. The 

potentlal for Inter.ference was always ~here, and Most not1eeably 

affected the abbey 1n'1379.' But more serloue was the-fact that 

the l~adershlp was ingrown. None of the abbots of the fourteenth 

.- century were fl!"om outside the abbey. Chosen trom 1f1 thln, and 

not, always t'rom the ranks of the a4m1nlstrat!vely 'exper1enced 

obed1ent~arles. the abbots of Bury, wlth the'erception ot 

John de Brlnkeley and W1lliam Cratfleld, otten lacfed both 

exper1enoe and the breadth ot 'vis1on whlch was partlcularly 

necessary 1n thls dlffioult p~rlod. A fresh lns1ght lnto the 

problems of the abbey; one .h1ch was not bound by the pract1ces 

of the. past, m1ght have g1ven the abbey the necessary dynamism 

tor reform wlth1n and aggresslve. lnnovative polleles wlthout. 

It" Is '-t.ear that the abbey of Bury St. Edmunds ln, the. 

fourtee,nth century' dld not paSSéS' thls dynamisme The polleles . 
4. 

adopted vere sometlmes unwlse. often lncons1stent, but baslcally 

oonservat.tve and de:t-enslve. , ExlstlÎ1g ln a perlod of challenge 

and ohange, th1s response was otten necessar7. for the 
, , 

alternat1ve oourses ot action_were llm1ted and ent&lled many 

rlsks. The polley .as not wlthout suceeas. after all, ~he_ 

'. abbey dld malnt&ln !D&l17 of the long-held and lmportant 
, . 

, ' 

ecolesl~st1cal and seoular rlghts and eeonoml0 prlvlleges • 
. 

In Many ways th1s defenslve posture adopted by the Abbey 

reflected all too weil .the posltlo~ of tbe Western Church ln 

the la ter"' Mlddle Ages. Wlthout the vlgorous and dynamio. . , . 1 

. ' 



\ 

leadersh1p wh1ch mtght have been poss1ble and wh1ch .as so 

necessary i,n the o1rcumstances of the t"ourteenth century, the 

abbey o~ Bury St. Edmunds, l1ke the Church as a whole, was 
\) 

1nh1blted trom purs u1 ng( n,~dlrectl'ons and f'al1ed ta achieve 

new d1mensions of' POW&~~ 1nfluence ln medleval soc1ety. 

.-
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APPENDIX l 

THE ABBOTS OF BURY ST. EDMUNDS IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY 

Abbot and Erevious 
position at Bury 

Thomas of Totington 
(Su~prior) 

Richard de DraughtQn 
(Third prior) 

~ 

" 
William de Bernham 
(Subprior) 

,..t' He'ry of Hunstanton 
. (Monk--at Oxford?) 

John ~rinkeley 
(Monk~t Oxford?) 

Date of licence'lelection' 
and assent 

Licence 1 Nov. 30, 13013 
Election. Jan. 3, 1302 
Assenta Jan. 30,-1302 -
Licencea Jan. 18, 1313 
Electiona ? 
Assent a Mar. 4, 1313 

Licence. May 15, 1335 4 
Election. May 25, 1335 

~ Assent ,a ~ay 31, 1335 

Licence, Mar,), 1;61 
Electiolll ? 
Assenta Mar. 18, 1361 

(Died near Avignon before
5
papal 

confirmation July, 1361) -- , 
, 6 

Papal provisiona ~~g. 4, 1361 

1--

r 

Length of vacancy2 

0 

, J 
\ 

Nov. 1 .• 1301--Aug. 10, 1302 

.. 
Jan. 27, 1313--May 17. 1313 

-" 

~ 6", 1335--Jan. 22, 1336 
~ 

Mar. 4. 1;61--

.. 
--v --Nov. 12, 1361 

IDates are from
U

entrles in C.P.R. and C.CI.R. , LfM.S-:-E~-;-IIf; pp.- 47-48. 
unless otherwise stated. 'SDugdale, III, p. 110. ') 

2Prom the date of seizure of temporalities to / 6Ibid., p. 110. 
the restitution as given in'C.P.RI and C.Cl;R. / ----

JM.S.E., II. p. 30) Xl 

~ 

//~ .. 
f,. 

~ 

t. 
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0'\ 
\.)\ 

• \ 

Abbot and previoup 
position at Bury 

'°j'Ohn Timworth 
.. (Subprior ) 

~ 

William Cratfield 
(Chamberlain) , 

, 

" 

1> 

7 M.S.E., III. p. 115 

'" 

,. 
< • 

Date of -ii'cence, election 
and assent 

Licence; Jan. 6,,1379 
Election. ? 
Assent. Jan. 28, 1379 

!;) 

, 

" - ,-

Length of vacancy 

Jan. 6, 1379--June 28" 1385. 
t 

(Edmund Btomfield provi?ed Mar." 12, 1379)7 
New Licerice. May 19. 1385 
Assent." June 20,-1385 

1 

Licence' Jan. 20, 1389 Jan •• 1389--0ct. 8,1389 
Election. ? 
Assent 1 Feb. 1, 1389 

~ 

/ r; 

;: 

-, F 
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APPENDIX II 

LAND USAGE IN THE LIBERTX OF ST. EDltfiINDr 1279 
\ , 

A. Llst of the 50 yIlla In.Suf!olk belonglng to ·the 'Abbot 
and Convent of BurY St. Edmun\S as shown ln the 12Z9 

. Hundred R(j~ Survey, . 
, i 

Name of vl11 Acres in demesne Acres ln vllielnage 

* 1. Redgrave (A) ~ 

2. Palegrave (A) 

3. Brockforth (A) . 

4. Thlfeyt (A) 

5. Stoke (A) 

6. Wortham~ (A) 

7. Wl verston . (A) 

8. F'lnlngham (A) 

9. Rlcklng Superior (A) 

10. Geselingham (A) 

11. Wl tham (k) 

12. Rlcklnghall (A) 

1). Chevlngton (A) 

14; Rlmes.ell (A) 

15. Bo:xtord (A) 

16. Melford (A) 

17. 'ornhâm St. Genevieve (A)" 
tif' 

18. Wo~:>lpl t (A) 

'19. Fornham AIl Saints (A) 

20; L1ttle Saxham (A' 

560 

-J) 105 

186 .., 
216 

5t5 

488 

323 

24 

1.237 ' 

119 

398 

107 

, ( . 

. ; 

,_. 

690 

,490 

120 

SQ, 

JJ 

16) 

25 

5~ 

170 

'0 

352 

327.-

197 

600, 

1~ 

200 

116 

Q 

.' 
*A denotes that the abbot 10 liat~4 as the chief lord ot t~e vlll.· 
lAll data 1a taken from The PJ.nchb~ek Regl.ster. II. _ pp. 30-282. ' 
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Rame of' v,111 Acres in demesl'J.e , , Acres ln villelna~ 

21. Great Saxham (A) 

22. Hargrave (A) 
~ 

23 ... Great Ash:rleld (A) 

24. Little Ashfield (A) 

2.5. Hunterston' (A) ,1 

26. Hilderole (1) 

27. Conegeston (A) ", 

28. Hopeton (A) 
-

29. Colefol;'d (A) , 

30. Ingham'''(A) 

31. Thurston (A) 

32. Hunegheton (A) 

33. Westowe (A) 

" 
466 

177 

512 

0407 

)14 

323 

411 

J4. Cokefleld ",. (A) in tree alma 220 
(A & C)· 892 
, ... ' ~ " 

35. Elveden (A & cf 140 

36. Groton (A & C) 0 268 

37. Pornham St. "'Artin (A)-

. 
J8. Dounham (A &: C) 

39. Ml1denhall CA &: C) 

40. Little &rlon, CA &: C) 

41. '(~ckllngha.m (A & 0) . , 

42. Semer (A & .C) <.1 • 

, , 0 

"4--;3. Whepsbede (C) " 
l, l.\ ( 

44. Monk'~ Bradtleld (è~· 

45. Berton CC) 
, , 

210 
J 

( 

77 

1,)00 

3.55 , . 
u204 

497 . 

.591 

6,Slt 

. 54.5 

c j 

, 

) 

275· 

252 

~')4 

, 30 

8 

676 

485 

310 

~.55 

10 

480 

280 

15.5-

3.2 

171 

.",415 

140 

1~ 

( 

" 

,', 

• 
* Denotes that the abbot and oonvent are 11ste"d together a8 . the, 

chief' lord ot the v111. 
+ Denotes tl]at the oonvent 18 1..1~t~d A8 t~e ol11et ~f4J ot t~e fl11~ ~-
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Namn of vili Acres ln demespe Acres in v!llelnase 

; 

46. Great lIornlngsheath (C) 

47.' Neuton (C) " / 
48. Rlsby (c) 

49. Westlee (Sacrlst~ 

50. BOuBham (C) o 

(Saôrlst) 

Total 

t:;, 

3831 

337 

244 

180 

414 

111 

100 

228 

20 

.9.0~2 

B, Demesne Land Dt: ,the Abbey· ln 50 vills ,ln Sut"t"olk 

Number ot" acres Per 

Ar~ple: 0/" ••••••••••••• y ... 12 .10~' ..... 
: ",,- 1 Meadow •••••••••••••••••••••• J?? 

\ 

\, 

Pasture •••••••• ' •••••••••••.• 493 
, 

Mèad~w & Pasture ••••••••• ~ ••• 94 

1. 4t!' ~~~ w~w~o~o~~~l~a~n~d~.~.~.~'~.~.~,~:~.~'~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~,_1~.~5_]'-__ ~ _______ ~ 

Total acres ln demesne ••• 14.527 100%, 
... , •• r 

1 .. ~I 

l' g.' Lt:'pd" 1:n V~llelnage ln 50 v1lla ln Suffolk 

~ ~and "y rlumber of acres ..... 

l ', Arable,'.' " • , , • , •••• , ••• ',' •• 8.885 

Per Cent' 

'1 fljeado~ •• ~ .;. • • • ~ • • • • •• • • " '. • • • 35 
, \ 1 • 

l, "- 1 

; 1 Pasture ...... ~ ., •..••..•••....•. . 28 

, ~?ead9w ~& ~a~,.,." .. , 'J.,' • '.' .9 

. , 

l, ~ 
i \. , 

WoodlaJ1d, ~ ~ ....... , -,"" •• , •• " •• 12i 
, 

1 .. '\ 

Rra th. " .......... ' ••• ' ••••••••• , • , 70 
'1 ~ , 

1 il' 
'-ffarsh, , • • • 

, 1 1 
o • 

~ Total acres ln ~tllelna:ge\~,;-082. 
() . 

4-

" \ 

oC 
" ~ 

• 1 l \ . 

. , 
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, , 
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. APPENDIX III 

• 

PEASANT HOLDINGS IN 1279 

Distribution ot' s1ze of (tee tènants t hold1ngs in' 11 vl11s 
ln Suffo~k as shown br the Hundred Roll sUIVey of 12791., 

) 

, Na.me of v1lI NOl of teDê~ts '".No & of te!]ênts No. " of tenantg<l 
wlth 10 ~2r~s °I wl th 11-22 ' wlth 
Iees a.çre~ acres 

1. B~dgrave 
,,/ 

7' 6 2 

2. Pa le grave 11.. 
(. '; 

1 0 •• 
j. fjThewyt ,p 15 O' 

...~ 

0 

" , 4. Stoke \ 5" 1 1 
~ 

5. Wortham 5 0 J 
" <l . 

6. Wlverston . ~ , 2 0 

7. Cotton 12 " 1 2 
~ 

~, 

\ 

8. Bloklnghall J J "4 

9- Chevlngton 22' 9 .J 4-

10. Elmswell 13 // 8 5 

11. Whepstede 45 .' S 4 
"" 

Total 142* 36' 25 

p.erieent 70,% , ,18% ' 12% 

*Ot' the 142 tenants wlth 10 acres or l~s, 109 ()4% or 'bh~ 
total nWD~r ot tenants s~e1ecU had holdings ot' on13 .5 
acres or Iess. · 

\ 

1 'V, 
, AlI dad' trom 'The Pln2bbeck Ree;ister, II, JO-282 • 

........ 
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1 n 

JQ 21: mo;re 

", ~ 

20) 
..... 

100% 
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