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Nos, ub~ dicidimus~ 

Quo pius Aeneas, QUO dives· Tullus' etAncus~ 

Pulvis et umbra sumns. 



"aunt aliQuid manes": let urn non omnia fini t, 

LuridaQue evic~os' effuQit umtira ro~os~n 

.90 saB~ Prouertius' in ana~9 when men had forgotten 

the untroubled simple.aoceptance of- the supernatural 

tha.t Bomer.'s· heroes' knew, .arid the nobler steadfast 

taitnin the final vindication of- ri~ht against wron~, 

that Aesohylu~' san~;- in an a~e when only his' own ~reat 

·passio'nate heart· insistently demanded· an after life 

for.his- beloved dead, that it.mi~ht still. adore her 

memory when herself-. had left him. Whether he really 

believed- that Cynthia .awaited him among the shadows~ 

or whether his" tired~troubled mind only. endeavoured 

to comfort itself" with vain fond-memories of' his lost 

love, will never now.be known:: at a.ll events,·. ii 11as: 

not lcn~ afterwards' that he too bade farewell to the 

world,-a.nd joined .tbeUwan shadows'u of'. whom. he. had sun&!. 

And whe'ther I in searoh of- comi-ort, or wbether in 

dread·.of" dattQer~ from the world of· the unseen to whioh 

he is-.eont·iD,llally endeavouring to pierce,-,man '.s· rest-
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less imagination_has striven oeaselessly, all down the 

oentnries~ to build u, for itsel~ an ima~e of a life 

in the realm of~ disembodied spirits'; refusin'!.jJ alike 

in its ~reatest simplioity and its ~reatest sophis~ 

tication, to believe· that uno life lives' f·orever~ JI 

As' V9rsistent~ too7 · ha~ been his· oonviotion that these 

s~iri~s~ freed from the limitations and trammels· of" 

the body, return to the scene of" their f~rmer life~ 

thereto haunt ihose whom they have· loved or h3t9d~ 

or those who are· bound to them oy some. more myst9rious~ 

more subtle tie;-and to take a far more important, be­

cause at the same time more unnampered 3nd more un­

perceived·, pa.rt, in the hu.man affairs' that seem to 

~o on without them. 
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In tne iim far a~es' oefore Homer lived ana san~ 

of- the heroes- with whose deeds' the world· was' ~i06in6 - ---., - ..... , 

men feared the pale intan~ible phantoms' that were re-

leased by the darkness, to roam 7 oodiless and ~hostlY7 

over the still ear'tn while the livin~ slept. ~\iho could 

say wha~ was- bein~ wrou~ht by these invisible a1ents-

~'lho~ set fre2 nO?"I from the hindrance of' the body, 

flitted at will t~rough barred doors- and over lofty 

walls~ ~hom nothin~ and no one could s~ay in their 

course? Ons saw them only somstimss in dr9ams~ ~h9n his' 

own sniri~ wanie~ed away for a time; but alyays~ after 

the sun had sunk beneaLn OC2an, one could' f3s1 their 

haun~in~ nresences peonlin~ tne ~ir about him ~ith 

awful half~s99n ima~es' and wierd uneart~ly sounds. 

Assuredly t~ey must be ~nfinitely more powerful than 

the livin~ who could not even Dero3ive·. th~ir mOVeillSi1ts·. 

iHh·..... 1""" a.' if !la " un lffil "e· POHer for vengeance they mus~ possess! 

And at the thou~ht the man nho had wron~e~ the dead 

started up in sudden terror, the more dread because 

no visible ima~e met his· si~ht as he strove to vierce 

the darkness and find out the· fearsome tnin~ tnat 



floated just beyond his reach y yet aole to take him 

in its grin at wi11-- able 7 doubtless y to infliot on 

him tortures' undreamed· of before. 

But psrhans;..-

A sudden ~leam of- hope relaxed the hold· of" the 

de?.ily fear -chat bound· him. Su!?sly, in some ~7='.V:r ne 

couli· persuade the 3~~rn spirit to return beneath th9 

earth, whither he ha.d fondly thou~ht to consi2n it 

alon~ with its body. Surely he could 10 sDm8tnin~ to 

atone for his sin, to nronitiate th3 ven~eance-demandin~ 

Nraith that haunted his D9usiie and· banished sleep. 

Blood-- doubtless' blood would satisfy its claims'; and 

~1fhat ma.~ter if' it were no\; his' 0::1:1 blood·? 2e 71ould· 

yield it ionbls, triple measure: nay, blood a hundred 

fnli should. th3 spirit have to ss.te its' 2.v9n~in~ thirst. 

Food· also, if· ha.ply in its e:1rthly H~~l'ierin~s il; r9-

quireQ earthly nourisnme~t. Be ~ould io mors-- he would 

build i t·an altar and pay his i U3S' therecn 2.5 to ~ ~oi. 

Perhans' the snirit zcs 3 ~od noy-- ~ho could tell? Yet 

what honour he couli render it ffould never come amiss~ 

And so his' ni~htmar9~ri:id.en sniri t 'll3S' seothed.,· and 

he slept a~ain. 
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Not far off~ ~erhaps~ another man too was· lyinQ 

restless· i~ the dark. His· conscie~ce was" clea~: no 

crime a~ainst ~he livin~ or the dead could· be laid 

to his" char~e; yet sleep was· far from his· nillow~ 

Surely it could not be all coincidence! These persis~ 

tent misfortunes· that dog~ed· his footsteps, these sud­

den calamities· tnat desoended upon him utterly withou~ 

warnin~? overwhelming nim in houelessness-- must there 

not De some baleful influerrQ3 ~irectin~ their malig­

nant onerations? Ah, he r9ms~b8r9d-- he had it now! 

Years· a~o~ as·la little child, he hai listened as" he 

sat at his mother's· knee to her tal~s· Or". his· mi~hty 

ancestors. Light and shadoH chased one another swiftly 

over the pictures as" she painted them one by one be­

fore his' 9a~er ima~ination. This" man had· carved out 

a kin~dom by his hiQh ~rowess! this· had Qained wealth 

by his· wise and beneficent rule~ and ~one in peace 

to his' well~earned rest. But this-- ah7 had· not this· 

man in his· hasty an~er at some youthful fault, in-

voked a curse upon his own son and all his· posterity? 

This· cruel tide of" misfortune could·. be but one thin~~­

the dreadful curse was bsarinQ its harvest. His ancestor 



himself~ a spirit now and no longer bound by the f9tter3" 

tha~ res~rain the living, was- directin~ the fulfilment 

of- those potent words" of- his~ uttered so long ago. Doom 

stared the hapless wretch in the face. 

~ut-- what did the ~hostly phantom really desire? 

Would not the death of- other victims" satisfy his" horrid" 

cravin~? Might not the unhappy man who now tossed slee~~ 

lesslsr to and fro, 11in for himself- and his" children 

freedom from this fearful influenoe, by ende3vouring 

wi~h nhat reverent offerin~s" he mi~ht, to propitiate 

the s-pirit that ~7aS" llreakin~ such dire havoc? Surely 

he could but try. alood~- ah y93~ blood above all would 

doubtless be acoeDtable: ti1e 01000. of" the roes- of" !lis" 

house must be S~get to the dead man: ths blood of" sheep 

and oxen~ when the humans wers not available, miQht serve 

to ~lut his appetite for awnils. So the tossing form on 

the couch ~r9w quieter, and at 19n~tn sank to sleep. 

The altars" ~e~e bUilt, th2 sacrifices" made. Fear 

ceased continually to haunt the bedsides of" men nho felt 

secure oy reason of" doing all their imagination could 

sug~est to lull the ~hosts to s199p~ Then one day another 

man had a sudden thought. Hard pressed by his" f-09s", he 
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remembered the offerin~s- he had made to the soul of" 

his- ancestor. If- such off9rin~s- a~P9ased the spirit1s" 

wrath~ mi~ht not further sa~rifices- actually enlis~ 

its aid? What mi~ht not a man do, with a Donerful spirit 

or tNO on his side? At once he set sverythin~ in order. 

NothinQ Nas to be spared that could Dcssibly ~iV9 honour 

or pleasure to ~he departed soul. All that the mind of-

man could devise ~as done to pay homa~9 to the manes of' 

that particular ancestor ~hOS9 aid ~9 implorei. After all 

-I- n: ; s- tn" ~ d ht"llst rart)ul et- ,..·1 o~ ~ 1 ii 0" 0 n nor'=' t ~I--·ul l' i'" t n' 0 0x-11 ~,. ..., ~ II \",i Jf '"" _ ""-" _ -." ... U..Le _:I ..,J ___ ~-, _ --.I _ .a.. ...,...., ... 

treme not to manires"t 30m8 practical appreci~tion of- the 

devotion of- its descendant. Of- course -chere 'll3S a11Jays 

the ioubt, only to De solved o.y the event,. as to 'tllletner 

one had really fulfillei everythin~ ~hat the spirit might 

require. But usually the chance was worth taking. 

And. as' tile functions of- disemboiied spirits- increased 

in number, so did t~8ir personalitie3 in variety. Instead 

of" himself- executin~ vengeance on a still livin~ f-oe, 

the ghost mi~ht command the services of- dreai oreatures 

known as Eumenides~- a preoautionary 3uphemism for the 

most fri~htful phantpms- men have ever imagined:. Other 

similar apparitions began to take definite shaDe in men's-
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minds-- almost before their very eyes·. Various· fiends" and 

demons~ sometimes· helpful, sometimes baleful, now 

impa.rtially carryin~ out the course of" just ice, nO~l 

merely servin~ the caprice of- some ~od~ or their own, 

peopled the lower world with ~ teeming multitude that 

must have cramnei consideraoly the livin~ accommodations" 

of" the mere dead. 

MoreOV9r~ 3uch a. pODulation could nOb be left ~Ilitnout 

ruloEs. They must have ~ kinQ. Very well, let us· set 

Eluto over the realms of darkness. His" countenance ih-

self" shall be dark and very terrible, his 3~ay relent-

less and ruth193s1y just. But must not even so fearful 

a oeing possess a conso~~? Who mors fitting than the 

daughter of" the Ear"GD-Soddess? 

of" the Lower !orld, therefore, and share ~ith Plu~o the 

rule over the dead. 

In due ~ime various assistants· ~nd suboriinat3s· 

were found, ani eacn fitted into his· own particul~r 

groove. Tn~ aaministration of JUsticB.Decame aamirable. 

Men nha during their lifetiille had been outstandin~ ex-

amples of· wick9dness~ became terriole examples· in the 

lower world. Men who on the other nand had outshone their 



fellows- in coura~e and all the noble virtues~ lived a 

happy and carefree, if- somewhat useless~ existence in 

Elysium. 

As for the ~reat maSBes~- tnose who while upon earth 

had drifted to and fro on the misty flats-- was it 

a precaution ~~ainstover-population, one w9ndersy-

",hat caused them to cirink a cOiTIPulsory irau~ht of- ifor­

~9tfulness and return once more to the earth? This at 

any rats- Jas- tne manner in nhicn they Here disposed of~ 

Oners- O'Hn ancestors, of- course, ~tl'~r9 of- :(~r too.much 

importance to be cQmprenen'ie:i in t his- 13.st ol3.ss:1 so 

~hat one must oontinue to pay tnem due honour at their 

tomos. 

Graaually, therefore, tnere ~rew up an extensive 

Ohtnonic cult, quite apart from ~he worship of· the 

Olympian deities, who might not interfsre Hith it in 

any ':7'8.y. ·the gods of' ~n9 nether :A]orld. cl3..i:ned. their Dfon 

sacrifices 7 their own ooservances~ tn9ir own tributes~-

9xercisei their own funotions 7 and nielded their own 

most powerful sw~y. 
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The worship of the dead~ thus" gradually dev91oping, 

acquired in time an elaborate and oareful ritual, at­

"tended to with the most minute observance. Offerings 

for various- purposes cont~i:13i deftni te ingredients-, 

were pou~ed out in a-certsin prescribed m3nn9r~ and ac­

companied by recognized formulas of- speech. All the 

features- of- this- ritual were extremely important and 

must be c~rriei out to the letter. 

fheS9 ceremonies" began? logica~ly enough, with the 

burial of- the clead man. Th9 body ll3,S" dislJosed cf- in 

the customary way~~ ori~inally oy burial y later by cre­

mation; th9 :1Sn'3S" in ti1is" lat-c8r C9.99 being c::1refully 

~ather9d up and sealed in 3.:1 urn, '.vhicn ~.,as" in its' turn 

deposited in tns tomb. Tomns ~9re either built or carved 

out of the solid rock. 

Uonsider for exa~ple tne manner in which ~ne funer-

al of' Patroclus" ~las carried uut by .. ~~chilles. After tak­

in~ immediate vengeance on Hector for havin~ slain his" 

friend~ Achilles- was- approached during the night by the 

soul of' Patroclus~ who demanded instant burial. In the 

morning, thersfnre, the followers" of- Achilles marched 

10 
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ou~ in solemn procession, carrying the dead Yarrior. 

Havin~ sheared off" locks" of- their hai~, they laid tnese 

upon the body, which they then wrapped in the fat of" 

oxen and sheep, whose dead ~arcasses· ~9re lai~ alon~-

side. Oil and honey were next poured ou~ over the i9ai 

man. Af~er ~his his· four horses and tHO do~s· wer9 slain, 

along Nith twelvs oantive Trojan youtha; and ~ll wer3 

burnt in ~he pyre that consumed tU3 tioiy of P~~roclus. 

All night the fire burnei, 3ni all nignt Acn111es poured 

out dark offerinls of· ~in9 upon the earth, callin~ the 

'llnile upon the soul of· l!is frie~l·i. 'r~le next morniiJ~ DS 

extinguished the firs ~ith tns wine; ~ndJ havi~g rs-

ver9n~ly ~ather9d un the asnes of P3troclus, snclosed 

them in a golden cask2t, and laid th3~ In toe ~omb. 

3ilrial was· very necessary for tne S3K3 of the 

iead, '!1 no 1 until th3ir oodies were .. .. . '\ 

taus ~13POS31 OI~ 

?landered notne193s· upon the snores of· Styx,· vainly 8::-

i3~vourin~ to fi~i res~ in eitner world. Still more, 

hO f09ver, was it necessary for -ens sake of"· the livin~~ 

whose minds were oy no. means easy anile a~y orecautions· 

remained untaken to confine tne ~host strictly to its· 

proper snnere. Oremation, of course, :vas from "this· point 



of" view decidedly the safer alternative. Should tne 

spirit return, by any chanc9~ to the upper air, i~ would 

not find a handful of" ashes" attractive as a habitation, 

even a temporary one. 'rhe d.estruction of" the body, 

therefore, removed one instrument from the reach of" 

any ~nost inclined t~ caprice. Besides~ the nhantom, 

provided by the burial rites" with a proner home in the 

underworld,- would be most unreasonaole to attempt to 

leave it, and must in that case be le~lt ~ith more iip­

lomatically. A few judicious offerin~s7 a permanent 

altar" and ceremonies" in-iicative of" 3uffioient rever­

ence, and carried· out with sufficient elaboration, 

should be enou~h ~o lay any ghost. Such tomb-altars~ 

with traces- of" the rituals observed in connection '11ith 

them, have been unearthed in ancient Mycenae" and oear 

witness to the hi~h sta~9 or ievelopment which this 

form of-worship a~tained. 

As" to the nether god.S"~ ~Ilho nasi come to assume so 

much of the ii~nity, so many of the funGtions and POW3r3~ 

of" the dead, their worsnip grew OJ leaps and bounds. 

Reverence for them oecame so profound- that men dared 

not even name them openly, bu~ resorted to 311 manner 
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of" euphemisms" when referring to them. Special cults 

known as "Mysteries" grew up and developed with amaz­

in~ rapidity. The secret of" their ritual was· closely 

Ruarded~ and initiates were promised great and splen­

did privileges" in the future life. 'rhe principal 

"Mysteries~ were tne Orphic and the Eleusinian. 

With these Mysteries tnere was 300n associated 

the ~Jforshi p of" Dionysus", ;J!ho event Q2.,lly a.l~cst supplant­

ed the o~her deities. Witn nim came Hecat3, QUBsn of" the 

Witches, followed by a crew of" souls" who had not D89n 

~iven proper reverence in burial, yha had oeen.violent­

ly slain, or 11hc had. died prema.turely. 'I'hese spirits, 

bein~ thus unable to rest, were borne on the wines" of­

the wind alon~ with the goddess" and her hounds~ bear­

ing calamity in their train. Ni~htmares~ madness, epi­

lepsy, apparitions, and ill irsams , followei in their 

wake. ~istr9s8 of" magic, her votaries on earth possess-

ed co~ossal power. Special sacrifices were therefore 

offered to her., 

Alto~etner, the worship of" t:l9 various chthonic 

deities" and spirits assumed far ~reater importance than 

that of" the Olymnians. As" these latter ~ods" became more 

13 



human, so iid their dark counterparts· in Hades' acquire 

more awful and more supernatural attrioutes~ What was­

considered their due, what their power, what their manner 

of- life, what the nature of- their activity, in the writ­

ings· of the great classical ~ra~edians, becomes now 

the object of- interest. 
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First may be considered the Curses, which had come 

to assume personality sufficient to exao~ vengeance or 

direct other powers in so doin~~ Once called· into bein~ 

by man or ~od; a Curse might aot either on its- own init­

iativs y or subjeot to tn9 one who had invoked it. It 

mi~hb, on the other hand, be appeased. y if- it had been 

orig,,-inally direoted a~ainst oneself-. 

In ~h9 works' of' Aeschylus Curses are very oonsid­

erable forces~ bein~ as irrevocable as the decrees of' the 

~ods' themselves~ We may first 8xamine Curses in action, 

which have oeen previously invoked. 

In the _Seven A~ainst Theoes, tne whole plot of- courS9 

is part of' the Oedipus~cycle, the disas~rous- fate that 

overtakes the whole house of Laius, who has' murdered the 

son of- PeloPs·.anioeen cursed therefore But this' curse 

has- been succeeded by others; ani the one actually oper­

ating in this- play is that pronounced by Oedipus against 

his' two sons~ It 1s- specifically mentioned by Eteocles 

in lines- 695~?, as urgin~ him on to slay his orother and 

be slain himself~ 

Oruelly near in kin, my father's' curse, 

15 
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Olose on fulfilment, wi~h dry tearless· look 

Tells of- things· mars desired than deathJs· delay. 

It ha~ oalled in~o play a demon of- vengeance (709). 

~ate rag9s~ for the curse of Oedipus 

Is· come to ripeness. 

Curses· are very l)otent, says· t:19 Ohorus in 11. 766-8~ 

When nawns the fate-appoi~~ed day, 

fhe a~9i curse is· nard to allay. 

Once hers 7 destruction rides not pas~ 

-rill tnose are fallen oeneath the olas-:-etu. 

In 11. 833-4 the curs~ 0:( Oedipus is a;-iain IDsntioned by 

the Cnorus· as havin~ D6sn fulfilled in the iea~h or his 

sons·. 

Q frau~it with ~loom 

Curse of· the sire unon tne race fulfilled! 

With norror at my heart my veins· are cnilled. 

And a,oain 
.~ 

in 11. 893-4. 

o curse of· mad.a.ening power ~ iirectinQ olo:IJ for 01011! 

In 11. 951-3 the curses are quite personified, and are 

piotured as· sin~in~ a song of· triumph over tne ruin they 

·have 11rou~ht. 
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At the last 

A troop of" curses shrilled the D~ttle-shout 

Puttin~ the race to a ~erpetual rout. 

In the Choenhoroe, 11. 692-6~ a curse is once more spoken 

of" as bein~ in action. This" of" course has" been inherited 

DJ tne house of Tantalus~ 

J ill-averted curse upon this" bouss, 

How like a kite has~ tnou iescriea our lamb, 

How like an archer piercea him from afar, 

~ben sesmin~ laii ~ithin a peaceful fold! 

Curses are invoked upon various D9rsons~ usually 

one's enemies~ out sometimes oneself, in a number of" 

instanoes~ In the Choeprioroe, 11. 405-9~ Orestes solemn-

1y calls" on the Ourses" to aid in the work of- ven~aance 

for A~amemnon'3- death. 

~her9 in your power to s3ve, 

Lords of" the ~rave? 

o curse, of- endless mi~nt, 

From li -pS" _lon~ los~ to li~ht, 

race, 

Implore thy dreadful grace, 

Ref~ of" our halls~ and ou~lawed from our ri~ht. 
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Attempts~ more or .lesa successful, to propitiate curses, 

also occur. In the Seven A~ainst fhebes~ 11. 69-73,· 

Eteocles prays' the curse, which he identifies with the 

vengeanoe it rouses~ to stay its' hand. 

Zeus, Earth, ye ~uardian deities, ani thou 

Mi~htiest of' all for ill, curse of- my sire, 

~xtirDate not with ravage of- the foe 

My country, I entrsat you; spare her fall! 

Destroy not homes where Grecian voices sound. 

fhe same identifioation is' made in 11. 700-1, oy the 

Ohorus,· who advise him to offer sacrifi~e3' ~o appease it. 

The Erinnys-storm shall leave thy nome and land 

When Heaven hath fre3-will off3rin~s' from thy hand. 

Other instances where curses occur~ wnere they eitnsr 

identifi93 with Furies or actuatiil~ t~e33, uill 03 oorr-

siiered later. 



iv 

In the tra~edies of Sophocles curses' have also their 

mission ~o fulfil. In the Oedipus Rax, 11. 90 ff~, the 

cnrse on Laius' murdsr3r is' said to be causind all th2 
-":::\ 

national distress~ In the same play, 11. 417-9,Tei-

resias tells Oedipus~ 

Yea, like a ~wy~lashed scour~e, tny mother IS- curse 

And sir9ls~ dread~focted, sn~ll from this land chase 

Thee. nho look'st now on light, on darkness then!) 

In 11. ?44-5, Gedious oe2ins to fsel the ~orror of- his' 

own curse unon nim. 

Woe's me! IDeseems that into curses dread 

I have but no~' un~lJi ttin~ thrust IDyself-! 

rie blames' none but himself, but ~ney are not the less 

Dotent for that, ne declar~s in 11. 819-20. 

Y 9 a, • t ~'1a s - no ne 1 

Save I, that la.id "these curS8S- on myself! 

~ne Anti~one ope~s wi~n the decl~ration DJ th~ heroine 

tha~ her father's' curses are still working out their 

fulfilment. 
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Ismene, sister mine~ one soul with me~ 

This' know'st thou-- all Lue Curse 01- J8dipus-

On us- twain Zeus fulfilleth ere ws die? 

In ths ~ediDus Rex 7 11. 246-51, OeiiDu3 solemnly curses 

the murderer Qf Laius and all who aid him or refus9 to 

act a~ainsbhim. 

I curse the murierer-- whether secretly 

Alone he did it, or with many lea~ued7--

To ~~s~s his vile life vilely i~ ~isery~ 

I pray ~ithal that 

Inmate of- my house ~ith my privity, 

M~y suffer all tue curse I have thrust on Lhasa. 

In the Oeiinns- Ooloneus, 11. 421-2, Qedipus condemns 

[~eocles- and Polyneioes to continual s~rife, oeoaUS9 

they have set uersonal am~i~ion abov9 filial piety. 

~ow ~he ~ods- Quencn the fire of fa~ed feud 

Betneen them never! etc. 

HO'l1 this curse was- fulfilled is told by Aeschylus and illurip-

ides~ and inferred ay 3Qpnocles' nimself- in the .An'ti~one. 

In the 5~me play, 11. 864-70, Oeiipus- calls- iown 

a cnrse upon Creon, for dsprivinQ him of his dau~hters~ 



Nay" - may these Goddesses' 

Not seal my lips yet.S'- ere I speak this:. curse­

Thou hast plucked. trom me.,·, 0 villa,in~· the. sole eye 

That served me for tbe eyes that once were mina: 

Theref-ora may he,-; the . all~beholding J~o€i, 

fhe Sun, grant this' to thee and all thy line,· 

To wax old even in such life as' mine! 

Later in the play, 11. 13?5~9J he summons, as allies­

agains~ Polyneioes- and Eteoeles' the curses' he had for­

merly proriounced agains~ them. 

these.curses- hurled I a~ you twain erstwhile 7 

And· now as mine_allies I summon them, 

':rhat ye may so count paren:ts' reverenoe.;.mee-c,­

And make not ligbt of- being sons so vile 

Of' a blind sire. 

And·, he renews' them in .11 ... 1885-90. 

Of- vile ones-.v11est, ta.ke .with thee this-.cllrse 

I call down on thee-- ~, thy s~ear to win 

Never th, birthland7 never to return 

To Argas'" vale" but to. be s-~&in alid. slayer 

et- thins.05n arother 7 whe hath banished thee~ 
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Thus' curse I ~hee, and call on Hell's' black night 

that fathers- t ma.lisons' haunt, to take thee home! 

The remainin~ ins~anoes' in Sophocles' of' actual. cnrsing 

occur in the Philoctetes~ in 11. 1035-6, where Philoc­

tetes' curses' Odysseus, 

A curse on you!. Ye shall be accursed..~ who rllron~ed 

Me, if the Gods' for justice care a whit! 

and in 11. 1285-6, where he repeats' his' curses-. 

Perdition seize you, chief-so of Atreus· f seed, 

And Lartius" son, and. thee I 
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Curses- in illuripides- are less- personifi9~ and- nOb 

always so effective as ~rr the other Greek bra~8diaDs. 

One thinks- of- them rather as- 2. mere relief- to the f391-

ings- or- the one 11ho invokes- them. N3vertneless- in S0J19 

cases he makes use of- them in a manner similar to that 

of- rris- ~reat predecessors.-. 

In the Eleotra, 1. 1307, Castor ieclares- that the 

curse of- their ancestors :'1a3 prepared. f' or c oth Eleot re. 

and Orestes. 

the curse of- your sir~es :las- for t;':lain prepared, 

And ib na~n not spared. 

In the Iphi~eneia in faurica l 11. 774 ~nd 778-9, toe hero-

ine in har 18~ter threatens to become a curse to Orest3s 

if- he :111071S- her to d. i3 in 'faurica. 

UBear me to orother, ere I ciie, -----

Else to tnine nOUS9 nill I 09com8 a curS9, 

:Jrestes. lJ 

In the Phoenissae, 11. 1?-20, Iocasta relates the curse 

pronounced. on Laills-. 

The God s~ake:uKinQ of- chariot-~lorious' fh9b9S~ 

Beast not seed of sons in Heaven's- despite. 
~ . 



It so tkou do~thee shall thine. issne sla,~ 

And.sll thine house ,shall .wade thron~h seas' of' blood." 

eedil)uS'"~ sile says', -.(11. 37-8).., - ha.s' cursed .. his' sons'. 

A ourse mosrt impiolls' hurled-he ali his' s-ons~.· 

·:rha.t they ma.y sitars. their her! tage 71i th the sword. 

A. cursa will also come upon her throu~h Polyneioes', _. sinoe 

his' brida.l was' not uroperly carried· out in his own city. 

90n7 on thy motnar falls' 

etc. 

Thine alien.bridal curse to haunt her ever. 

Thee sha.ll· a voioe ~from Laius" gra.ve aocuse .. 

. Thes~ousal toroh for thee I kindled never~ 

As' hapPJ mothers' use; 

Nor for thy bridal did· Ismenus' brin~,thee 

Joy of' the bath;-nor at the enterinq~in 

Of' this.thybride did The~an maidens' sin~ thee. 

A curse be on ~hat sin, 

In 'the Hippolytus', 11.887-90, Theseus calls downs 

curse lI]JOB h1s- SJOJl:,ior . a1s' aupposed outrage of' Phaedra.. 

24 



ra.ther Poseidon, thou.didst lllromise me 

Three QnrS9S- onoe. Do thou'with one of- these 

Des-arcg my' sott! may ae net. 'J sea pe. this' da.y,· 

If- soot.t:lfa.st. curses'. thou hast. granted·. me. 

!he .fulfilment of- this-curse is- recorded in 11. 1166+8. 

His- 'Proper.ohariot~team hath dealt him.d:eati, 

And th, mouth~s- eurses~-which thou didst eall down 

From the Seals' Lord~ thy tather r - on thy son. 
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vi 

'rurnin~ now to the sole tragedian of" Rome whose 

works' are left ~o us, we may examine the occurrence of" 

curses" in the nlays" of" Seneca. These are of" courS9 oni9f~ 

ly hi~nly elaborated versions ot" illuripides" or Sophoo19s~ 

In ~he Medea, 11. 19-267 the heroine oalls iOHll a curse 

upon th3 head of- Jason. 

Worse for Jason I WOQli ask--

Life! Let him roam in fear throu2n unknown lands~" 

An exile, hated, poor, witnout a name; 

A ~ues~ now too well know~, let him, in vain, 

Seek alien ioors 1 g,nd long for me, ilis" :'Ii fe! 

Sons" like tneir fatnsr, dau~nters like tneir mother! 

In the Hippolytus, 11. 1001-3, rhe3~US" curses' nis' son. 

Le~ not Hippolytus" oehold again 

Tri3 day's fair li~ht, out let the youth ~o down 

Amon~ the wrathful sniri~s of" th3 deai • ..., 

And the curse is~ duly announoei as" fulfilled. 

Alas~ alas~ Hippo1ytus' is" dead! 

In the 09~ipus~ 11. 284 ff~, the king solemnly curses" 

~he murderer of" his" predecessor Laius~ 



Gran~ that ne who slew the kin~ 

May find no peaceful home, no household ~ods~­

Nor hospitable land. May he lament 

A shameful marriaQ9~ offsprin~ odious;-

Let him oommit tne orime from ~hich r fled--

What worse oould it be possible to wish? 

In ~he Thyes~9s~ ~he calami~ies originate in the fact 

that Pelo-ps' nEts' cursed Atreus a'ni ;fn.vest9s- for the murder 

of" Chr.vsippus. The ~host of'Tantalus opens'tile play,.­

pursued oy a Fury, wno calls UP curse af~8r curse upon 

his- house. The passa~e is' mucn ~oo lon~ for Quotation; 

but she raises' a vision of such dire terrors- that the 

spirit is appalled, and attempts' to rush neadlang back 

to Had.es'; out 1s- stayed DJ tne Erinnys, who nolis- nim 

to his' allotted task. 

Sensca, nowever, is mainly concerned witn action-­

and action ~hat leaves' nothin~ to the ima~ination. In 

his- cpinion~therefore, curses are much better executed 

with all the horrid elaboration he can devise~ than 

merely pronounced and left to work out their own fulfilment. 
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vii 

Next in order come bnose s~irits- known ~o the 

Grgeks as- IDrinnyes- or Eumenidss, and to the Romans as 

fiiU"l" QS-L: J. ..; .. In ori~in they are of- course the ven~e3nce-, 

seeking ghos~s- fulfilling the curses they had uttered 

upon earth. In the tragedies under consideration they 

are sometimes identifiei with ourses and someti~8S ~itn 

~h03t3. Usually, nowever, they are endowed with distinct 

'Personalities-. Their number is- ~3n9rally three, ~lhose 

names are Allecto, fisiphone, and Me~a9ra. In the ~u-

menides of Aeschylus, however, they are "a troopU 7 who 

f-orm "the Ohorus- 3ni ·~ive its· title to the _play. 'fheir 

action is very prominent throu~hout all classical tra-

~ed.v • 

In the P.rometheus Bound, 11. 515-6, we are told 

that the ~uri9s assist the r~t8s in ~uiding Necessity. 

CHQ. But who of Destiny 

0,on~rolq- ~h· 0 helm? ...., v ...,,, _..J • 

PROM. rh~ ~ates- of- triple form, 

And unforgettin~ Furies~ 

In the Seven Against Thebes~ in a passa~e already rsfer-

red to, ( 11. 70 ff"., ),. Eteoc1es identifies- them with 
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his fatherls curse, and is followed in this identifi-

cation by the Ohorus in 11. 700-1. Pernaps" the clearesb 

interpretation is' that the curse is ur~in~ on the Erinnys, 

which in turn is- driving forward a Demon of" d9struction~ 

In 11. 886-7 Erinnys is- said ~o have fulfilled the curse 

Well doth the ~ury of- Oedi~us fulfil 

The dread presaging of- a iatherls will. 

In 11. 9?8-9~ the Erinnys" seems" to De identified with 

the gnost of" Oedipus". 

o shade of Oedipus~ tnis is thine hour! 

o dark Erinnys~ dreadful is" thy power! 

fhes~ aven~ing powers are finally triumphant. 

Proal powers of ruin that nave blas~3d all 

fne deeply-rooted stock of Laius' raoe! 

In the A~amemnon, 11. 1582-4, Ae~istnas" d~clares- that 

the doom of" Agamemnon has- been brou~nt 300Ut by the 

~I • !.!.lrlnnyes. 

I behold this man, to my ~reat joy, 

Laid in yen shroud of the mrinnyes~-

So Dunished for his" father's" act of- guile. 

In the Ghoephoroe, 11. 281-3~ Orestes says he has' been 



BO 

told that he would be pursued by the ~uries~ 

And other oneets of' the ~rinnys-power 

He said should follow from my father's' death 

If- unavenged by me~ 

In the same DIay, 1.402, the Chorus' invoke the Fury 

to their a.id. 

Destruc~ion calls the Fury from her lair 

With woe on woe;d3s~air upon desuair. 

In l~ 924, Clytaemnestra warns her son to beware of- the 

S~irits- that shall aven~e her. 

Ha! JWare thy mother's ~uries. Guard thee ~ell! 

;£0 this he replies that i:( he spa.res· her, the 

of" his tather will do~' his f"ootsteps-. 

How 'scap3 I my sire 1 s" furies, if' I spare thee"? 

In 11. 1048-50? Ore.s1;es· in his' madness perceives these 

s-pirtts. 

An! an! 

What ~risly troop come yonder in ~rey robes~ 

With Gorgon-faces and tnick sernent-hair 

Twisted in writhin~ coils? 

A brief- desoription follows. 



In "tAe-.Etlmellities-.,~ 11. 46-59, <:, the prCl}DAstasB" describes 

t118 fur.ies'. in more detail .• . . . 

These haye· no _l1iD.gs-~r·, and-. they, are .. dark. of-, hus., 

And:. altQ~et1ter .h1deous~ _ breathiB.g. aut 

'lhair sllorting.brea.tb .in. gusts'. not .. to be bor1'ie.~ 

Distilling from. the·ir eyelids' drops' of" hate. 

Nor' is'.their ~arb befiitin~,to aome near 

Man's' d.elling~ much lease he~veBll taDernaoles~ 

lSater Apollodesoribes·theirpresent.appearalloe. In 11. 

179 f:f:." Apol.lo .. 61l"&ers'.and citarges' them to quit his' pre-

oinots:~ dwelling. on their tastes and· natures' as' abhQr~ 

rent iQ him. 

Begone 7:1 b id you, f'orth of'. mine abode! 

Speed lour departure frgm my mystio cell; 

Lest, overta:'en by. the· wiIlged- glistering. snake 

Steel-fang9d~ that darts from.this· all~golden bow, 

Yeemi't, dark.flesB-:-frotn.in your agony, 

Vomit of',.beart'·'s· b~oo4' ye have drained from men ... 

Profane. Bet .w! th ,our p1!es-enoe ihis fair silrinsJ 

Blltga whare headsmen .. exeoute.tbe dQOJll .. 

Where. e,es·. are ~otiged;. "tireats' gasile.,- vaere ;'r.r..aed 

of prime 

S.gs· lose ail hope of- of~B."J.r1IlS, taatier limes' 
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Are hacked or stoned; wnere men, impale~ alive, 

Moan lon~ and bitterly. Hear ye what feast 

H~th charms for you, ye ~od-aoominat8? 

Your every lineament deolares" it. Go, 

Inhabit~" as- besesms- such forms, the den 

Of- some blood-lap~in~ lion, nor infect 

Wi~h touch aoourssd my oraoular seat. 

This is" a fairl, complete descriPticn of- the aotiv-

ities" and propensities of- the Furies". In 1. 245, tney 

haV9 tracked Orestes to Athenals temple at Athens. The, 

threaten him nith dire ven~ean~e, Which is to culminate 

in his- oein~ haled alive to tne world below, there to 

De Dunistied and to view ~ne punishment of- others- whom 

they nave pursued. 

sing a son~ to oind him in their spell, and 

tnreaten once more to aven~s themselves on his livin1 

body. fhey identify themselves, in 11. 416-77 with curses~ 

We are ~loom-diffusing children of- dark ni~ht; 

Oalles ~!Wierd Ones-" in our home beneath the ground. 

Bein~ finally app~asei by A~hena~ the Furies" are given 

charge of- the eartn and the sea, the winds ani the sun-



shine~ the harves~s' and oattle and children. They are 

to be- termed Eumenides~ the Gracious' Ones-; and in 

11. 918 ff". they assume their office. 

33 



viii 

It is' of' interest to note that in the Oedipus' Hex 

of' Sophocles~ while the Furies- are not mentioned· by 

name, the dread 'calamities' that have overtaken 'rhebes 

are eviden~ly their work, since they cover precisely 

tile field· ~overned Dy "them aocoJldin.~ to Athenian religion, 

as' se~ forth in the Eumenides of' Aeschylus~ 
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Ay me for the numberless' pangs that I b9ar!~-my heart is' woe 

For a nation that lies' 

Plague-stricken, nor armour nor shield to turn asid.e the blo~Al 

Man's wit may devise. 

The ~lory of" earth LS' Qone; her increase failet~ to grow; 

Nor by birth of' the children may travailing women deliverance 

know 

From their an~uisb-cries~ 

Soul af~9r soul flitteth forth; flashing swif~ly as birds that 

soar, 

rrom the body it flies' 

Fleeter ttlan heaven I s' irresistible. f·iame· -co the far~away snore 

Wbere the daylight dies~ 

Unnumbered- so do they perisil~-a, ci ty is: this' of- the dea.d·! 

Her slain everywhere 



Lie unpitied wi~h none to bewail; their' corruption doth 

pestilence s-pread·. 

If- this· l'assa~e is' com1i>ared· with the final son~ of· the .. . 

Eumenides' in A~schylus~' play~· it will be seen tha't 

these ills' are the very ones' which they promise to 

.avert from Athens it their worshi~ is· rever9n~ly observed· 

~here, .and conseQuently the ills' that t~ey would inflict 

upon their enemies~ 

In the Aias· the influenoe of Ath9na~ who appears 

in ~erson, is· so paramount th~t the chthonio spirits' 

play bUl little part. In 11. 835~844, however, Aias· calls· 

on the Erinnyes· for vengeanee~ 

And help me YST 0 ~aids that live for aye~ 

Who look on mortal suff9rin~s' evermore, 

Far~striding awful Erinnyesl Do ye mark 

How wretchedly throu~h Atreus· ' sons· I perish! 

I pray you~ swoop and s~1ze these felons! blast them 

Most horribly~ Even as· ye look on me 

Fal1in~ self~slain, be they by kinsfolksiain, 

Done by tbeir.dearest flesb and blood to death. 

Come, 0 ye swift _Avent;ers~. Er1nnyes', come! 

Glut. you~ s-pa.re Dot their host confederate! 

In 1.' 1034, Teueer. viewing the sword G~· the self~slain 
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Aias, asks·', 

Did an Erinn1s~ then, not for~e this' brand? 

In the Electra, 11. 112~5, the heroine calls on the 

Erinnyes~ along with other chthonic powers~ to avenge 

her father's' murd~r and the adultery of' Clytaemnestra. 

Erinnyes~ great Daughters' of" Heaven, 

Who look on the wron~fully dead~ 

And on robbers ~ho secretly gather 

The fruits of- the marriage-osd---comeI 

In the same play. 1. 792, she again invokes' them, os~en­

sibl, for the sake of- Orestes~ really for that ot· A~ameillnon~ 

Hear~ V9n~eanc9-~oddess" ef' the newly-dead! 
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ix 

/In Euripidesalso these spirits of vsn~9ance are 

active. The fact that they ware ori~inally ~ersonifica~ 

tions· of" the ~hQS~s· who sought vengeance on their slay-

ers· is" clearly demonstrated by.a speech of Oassandra 

in the Troiades~ 1. 457~ where she declares herself- one 

of" the three Furies. 

One of' the Aven~ers Three am I woom thou from Troy shalt hale. 

In the Elecbra, 1. 1252~ it is pro~hesi9d tha~ the Erin-

ny~s· shall drive Orestes mad, and pursue him. 

The dread lierd Sisters~ hound-eyed Goddesses~ 

Shall drive thee mad, and dog thy wanderin~s~ 

This: is" fulfilled v.ery soon, as' the fHords· of' Electra 7 

in the Or9stes~ 1. 38~ declar~. 

Scarce for awe I name their names' 

Whose terrors rack him; the ltiumenides. 

The unfortunate youth himsBlf~ in a fresh access· of' mad-

ness~ imvlore~' his· mother to call off" her Avengers~ 

Mother!--'beseBch thes y hark thou not on me 

Yon maidens· gory~eyed and snaky~haired! 

Lo there~--lo there! They are ni~h;-they leap on me! 

But they oontinJ9 to torment him. 



In 11. 264~5 he mistakes' ~lectra fur one of- them. 

Unha,nd meI- of' mine haunting fiends- thou art~­

Dost ~r1p my waist to hurl me inte hell! 

In 11. 316 ff~ the Chorus- call on ~he Erinnyes to spare 

Orestes' and ~rant himfor~etfulness~ 

Terrible Ones' of' the on-rushing feet~ 

Of the pinions far~sailing, 
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'rhrou~h whose d.ance-revel, held where no Baochanals' meet-~ 

Ringeth weeDin~ and wailin~, 

Swart-hued IDumenides~ wide 'neath the dome 

Of' the ~irmament soarin~, 

Aven~1n~, avengin~ blood-~uilt,-- 10, I come,­

Implorin~, implorin~I 

To the son of" A~reides' vouchsafe to for~9t 

His'. frenzy of- ravin~. 

When in 1., 407 _Menelaus" asks Oreates' by what 'Phantoms' 

he is' 'Pla.~ued, Orestes replies~,. By three dark ma.idens'. 

Methou~ht I saw three maidens like to n1~ht. 

In 1. 409~Meaelaus·res»onds~ 

I know of- whomtkou s~eak~s~~ but will. not name. 

For thiS' reverence he is·, b.1~hll commended by Orestes' 

in 1. 410. 



'rhey are Dread Ones'; ~1ise art thou to name them not. 

In 11. 5,8e~4, Ores'teg' declares' bhat ha.d he not slain 

his'motner 7 his' father's' Erinnyes' would have haunted him~ 

Had I justified 

Her deeds"by silence~ what had the dead done? 

Had not his' hate 1 s' Erinnyss' haunted me? 

Or ont~e mother's' side fi~ht Godde8ses 7 

And none on his' who suffered deeper wron~? 

In the Iphi~eneia in Taurica Ores~es' is' sbill pursued 

by ·thes9 fri~htful.s~irits~ 

From tired Fiends Fiends' take UP the chase~ 

And 9xiledd~ive me, outcast from. my land·, 

In many a wild race doublin~ to and fro. 

In the Heronles' Furens~ althou~h the Erinnyes' do not 

a.ppear, Lyssa, (madness'), who makes' her entrance at 1. 815, 

seems closely allied to them. The effects' she produces' 

bear a marked resemblanoe to tbeirs~ 

In the Medea, 11. 1389-90~ Jason oalls on Erinnys' 

and Dike to emits his wife for the murder of her children. 

Now the Fury-avenger of' children smite thee, 

And Justice that looketh on murder requite thee! 
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.t\lrntD2 BOW iCD Seneca~-· we find' JUDO,. in the o.'Pe~~ 

. tag :liru:ra'" of- ",the" .B,ercules-.. rurens·, calling up .the . Fllries-7 . 

. .• 111 O'lJaar.,trt- t.le . Bether . s,irits-, . to aid her against Her"" 

8..1 •• ;,., la 11 ... 1G9 .ff·. sile,iRvokes' them spe,aial11. to 

lake Yengeanee' i-or tbe oBtrage on their, realm that f!er~ 

.lllea- ,hasr aOlllllitted .. DI bringing Cerberus' ulJ to the ,light,. 

Come ~hen, ye nimble servitors' et- »is~ 

laTe Jaigh .Jour ~lowing ,_ tatrch; - Me~a.era,~ lead 

Ta, serpell1i~eJ!o\lBed a.nd .. dreadful company; 

Sn.t.h.j~om.the~funer81 ~Jre with baleful hand 

A>·,huge .811dgloJling ... brand; -. haste, seek revenge 

for .Tiolated StJXi .inflame his' heart;:·,. 

,Ia,aiJl ,hlS- -ain"';- 807 fiercer ',tila.B the, firss" 

01'; Aeriaa ~s' t.l'~e. aa',ll rage. 

In the Me'ea~ 11.. la~a" the heroine a.ls,Q invokes' the 

furies' to .88s1st . a. t the marriat;t e of-. Jason . aaci -. Creusa.. 

Ap~ro~oh~ app~Gaca, 

A.8naing.~GdQ.e8s8er 'wita snaky ~aair ~.' 

Solc1i.I~.i8.·;_.Dlood~staiD.d haads"·lou.r., sulphurous· torch! 

~ome :.ow,,,as·.:Borri'le~-a.$· .• aen. of- YOJ!e 

le's1ioea.ees14e.DlI marr~age~Deci;,bri.n~ death 
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fo the new bride, .and to the Royal seed, 

And Oreon. 

In 11. 740 ff~ she calls" up6n them in the mid6~ of- her 

incantations~ After debating fur a lon~ time in her own 

mind whether 6~ ~ot to slay her sons~ sbef1nally deolares" 

that ~n Erinnys" turns" the soale and makes her her a~ent. 

Where does" that horde of- Furies haste? wh0m seek? 

for whom prepare their fires? or fer whom 

Brandisn the infernal band the bloody torch? 

The hu~e snake hisses- wri~hinQ;- as" they lash 

Their ~err.>ent scour~es'; - 711 th her· hostile bra.nd 

Whom does' Me~aera seek? 

. In the Oedillus:, 11. 623 ff-.,· the ~host of" Laius" promises­

to exact vengeance on Oedipus- by meaQ,s of" the Er~"nnyes-. 

I'll brin~ for bridesmaids to thy marri~~e-feast 

The dread- ~rinnyes~ 

In the A~a.memnon.~ 11. ?59 ff-., Cassandra turns- to "the 

Erinn,es~ a vision .of- whom she appears- to see. 

The squalid sis~ers· threat, they wildly lash 

'Their bloody whips-,· the left hand swin~s- the bra.nd.~ 

ArE)und~·their~: shrunken l~mbs' the sable robe 

Of- mournin~ clings~ 
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In the fhyestes~ a Fury appears' at 1.2~· and hounds' on 

the unf-ortunate ghost of' 'rantalus' with suoh a lon~ and 

fri~btful aaeount of~. the ravages s"he will. cause that 

he attempts to.refuse to take part in them. Thi3~-how­

ever, he is not allowed to do. 

In the Hercules·.Oetaeus~-Deianeira,·made aware of' 

her wre~Qhedmistake7' calls' on HylIns' to slay her, say­

in~ that tbe'Erinny~s' will not pursue him therefor;-but, 

she says,-they are.now pur~uin~ her. 

The dread Eumenides' themselves' will s~are. 

I hear their torches' sin~in~~ Who is that 

Whosevi~erou~' locks'. upon her forehead writhe" 

Who brandishes her sword and· shakes her win~s? 

Why dost thou follow me withflamin~ torch~ 

Me~aera.? 
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xi 

In the Octavia, the unhap»y heroine declare3~- in 

11. 262~S7-that a Fury came to her mother~ to take ven­

~eance because of" her marriage to C. 9ilius~ 

Of- her child, 

Her husband~ and the holy marriage vows­

Unmindful~ ser~ent~girdled7 with loose hair, 

The avettRing goddess visited that couch, 

Snatched from the hellish marriage-bed the torch, 

And Quenched its li~ht in blood. 

The ~host of- A~ri~pina nrophssiss the fate of· Nero, and 

declares it to be the work of· the ~rinnyes~ 

Thl aveD~in~ ~oddess nas pre~ared 

Death worthy of- the tyrant, coward fli~ht, 

Lashes, and.penalties that shall. surpass" 

;rhe thirst of- 'rantalus-, tile heavy toil 

Of- 9isypnus~ the oiri of- fityus, 

'fhe flyin~ wheel that tears IxionJs··'limos-. 
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xii 

Next.in order come those dreams' and visions' of- the 

nigh~, wbioh might b~ merely symbolical phantoms' sen~ 

for 'a warnin~, or the very spirits of the dead· them ... 

selves'. Of- the first sort there. are several insta.nces" 

in Aesob.ylus" .. 

In 'CBe Persae, 11. 176 ft·.~· Atos-sa rela.tes a pro-

phetic dream sbe basbad.lt is'desoribed at consider-

.aele length, and ef- aourse sets' fort·h in symbol the 

failure'o~Xerxes'to add·Greeoe to his empire. 

But last night's' dream was' far more olear than any. 
- } 

1 saw two women, fairly attired, the first 

In flowin~ Persian robes;- in Dorian.garb 

The ot,her;--.. on they .oa~e" .of· stature tall, 

Beyond· the measure o~ humanity~-

Faultless' in.beauty, sisters of- one stook. 

the one had Gr~e1an land allotted.her~ 

The other,. Ba.rbarous,.-- N0W 7 in my dream" 

I saw them~fall to Quarrel~ and· my s~n· 

Perceived it, a.nd· wO'uld tame and pacify 

Their' anger;-he would· yoke them to his' car 
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And plaoe his collar on their necks~ Whereat 

The one showed pride in such accoutrement~ 

With docile paces curbin~ to the rein. 

But the other plun~ed, and with rebellious' force 

Wrecked the fine chariot-gear, and tore away 

From all control, sunderin~ the equal yoke. 

My son fell headlon~, and Dareius stood 

Beside and nitied him~- ~?om Xerxes sgein~ 

Be~an to rend his' garments in my dream. 

Such were my visions of- the ni~ht. 

After hearing of' ihe· disaster ~o the Persian arms, she 

at once recalls' her dream. 

Ni~ht vision of' my dream; too olear and true 

Thy 7Iarnin~! 

In the Seven A~ainst Thebes~ 11. 710-1, Eteocles' de­

clares that dreams' have warned him of his' doom. 

fne visionei dream, 

Parting. our patrimon,Y,' was' too true. 

In the A~amemnon~ 11. 2?4-5~ Clytaemnestra, when asked 

by the Chorus whether she has been troubled by dreams~ 

replies that she does not at all consider them true 

prephets. 
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CHO. Hast' thou then hearkened to some' flatt9rin~ dream? ..... 

OL~. No slumbrolls- fancies' work on my belief~ 

In the' Choe1Dhoroe~ 11. 22 ff-., the' ni~htm3,re' of- 01y-

taemnestra i~ mentioned. 

A dream~born cry at dead of- ni~h~, 

Stiffening. the hair with wild, affri~ht, 

Fierce rusnin~ nith tempestuous blast 

Tnrouqhout the- women's' chamDsr passed~ 

Burstin~ from out the' inmost room, 

It· scattered sleep, it pierced· the- gloom: 

A prophet dread was' the' dire dream 

That in the house raised that· fell soream. 

{It is' aga.in referred to in 11. 523 ff-~., since- in s-pi-Ge 

of' her previous' scspticism she- is- forced by the- vision 

to send off9rin~s to A~amemnonts tomb. 

OR. Say then, have' ye clear knowledge of- the vision? 

OHD. She said she care- a serpent in her dream. 

0&. Did all end so? Or fllhither turns' the' tale? 

OHQ. It woke UP like- a child in swaddling-bands~ 

oa. In hun~er, the youn~ dra~QnI for what food? 

CHQ. She held her breast to appease -it in her dream. 
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Oli. HO~l I soaped her teat the !]1ounding of' its· ~ooth? 

OHO_ NaY7 it drew 'olood thence witn the clot~ed milk. 

OR~ fhis vision cannot vanish unfulfilled. 

In 11. 540 ff. Orestes i~terpr9ts it. 

Surely this· r·eading fits~~_an·i ShO~NS· no fISt:11?· 

If~ slipt from the same DIace from whence I sprang, 

The serpen~, snaddled on my moth3r'g lap,-

Showed fi~ht, and ~aped upon the teat tnat fed me, 

Curd.ling the kindly milk !,'1ith olots' of' gore, 

'that sne cried out in t·error cf' such pain, 

'fis tated,- since sns nursed a monstrous'thing, 

She iie a oloody i9~th, and I, ~ronn up 

fo ira2on-hood, must slay he~: so this dream 

Declares·. 

~reams in which actual apparitions visit the livin~ will 

be iealt with later. A third sort 13 mentioned in the 

A~amemnonr 11. 420 ff~, ~here dreams· only brin~ remembrance. 

Yet visions of'the night; born of' re~ret, 

Brin~ to his saddened soul a vain i31i~ht. 

Is· it not vain if~ wnen one think$· to reap 

S~ran~e joy~ the cherished objec~ fleets' from si~ht 
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(~V3n ~hile ~ith gladdening tears' the eyes· are wet) 

On win~s that follow with the steps· of" sleen?· 

xiii 

l In Sophocles there occurs out one example of- iream­

portents~ This' is in the ffil9ctra~ 11. 410~ 416-23. In 

Nho is· thereby so alarmsd that she sends Ohrysothemis· 

to her father's tomb ~ith offerin23 to aDPeaS3 ~h9 snirit. 

Sy som3 ni~hti-t9rror ·.IJas· sne s:;arei, ciSS'29ms. 

She saw,· say ~ hey, "C he presence of" our I2-.:cner, 

Even ~hine ~ni ~ine, a second ti~e to light 

Gome. Then he ~ook the sceptre n~ wont to oear--

Borne by Ae~istnus' now-- 3ni Dlanted it 

Beside the hearth. fhersfrom a saplin~ snrang 

That bloomed and burgeoned, till Myoenae's· land 

From end to end was· sh~iowed by i~s oou~hs~ 
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xiv 

In liluripides dreams-.. are more frequent. In. the 

ouba~ 11. 68-?6, Heouba's' dreams' have coupled Polydorus 

with Polyxena in death. 

o lightning-s~lendour of- Zeus~ 0 mirk of- the night, 

Why quake I for" visions in slumber that haunt me 

With terrors T with phantoms? 0 ~arth's- majestic mi~ht, 

Mother of' dreams- that hover in dusk-winged fiight~ 

I cry to the vis~on of- darkness,~Avaunt thee!U--

fhe dream of- my son who nas sent into fnraos to 09 saved 

from the slaugnter, 

'rhe dream tn3.t I S9/.V of' Polyx.ena's· doom, my dearly-

loved da.ughter ~-

Which I sa~, whioh I knew, which abideth to daunt me. 

In the Or9s~es~ 1. 618, ~lectra is said to have incited 

Orestes to vengeance by telling him of' dreams' sent oy 

A~amemnon. 

Yea,-wortnier of- death than thou is- sne, 

Who e~6ed thee Qn ~gainst thy mother~~ aye 
~ .,. 

Sending to thine ear' venomous" messages~ 

TellinQ of-dreams' from A~amemnon sent. 

In the Iphi~eneia in Taurica, Iphi~eneia describes~ in 

11. 42-55~~ the dream that has' warned her' of- Orestes·r 
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ap-proach; but she interprets· it to mean his" death. 

Now the strange visions· that the night hath brought 

To heaven I tell-- if- aught of- help be there. 

In sleep methought I had esoa~9d· this' land, 

And dwelt in ArgQs~ In my maiden-bower" 

I slept; then with an earthqqake shook the ground. 

I fled, I stood without~ the cornice saw 

Of- the roo~ falling,-- then, all crashi~g down; 

Turret and basement~ hurled nas" the house to earth. 

et' my sires"' halls-; -this" from its- capital 

Streamed ~olden hair, and spake ":Iith human voice. 

Then I, my wonted stran~9r-slaughterin~ rite 

ODservin~, surinkled it, as' doomed to death, 

Wee'Pin~ .. 

She later dwells" on it again, in 11. 148-52. 

The curss upon mine head 

Is' come-- a brother iead! 

Ah vision-dream that fled 

To Ni~ht'S hand clin~in~! 

Undone am I -- undone! 



In tne Aloestis~-Admetus' declares' that after his· wife's· 

death he will call her back to him in dr9ams~ 

In dreams shalt thou 

Haunt me and ~ladderr: sweet to see the loved, 

fhou~h but as' fle9~ing phantoms of' the ni~ht. 
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xv 

In Seneca's· Troades~Andromache iealares' that she 

has· had a special vision of" Hector. fais' she proceeds' to 

describe at oonsiderable len~th. 

The sweet nigh~'s' s9cond:.atch was· hardly passei 7 

The Seven Stars· wars turning from the h9i~ht; 

At length there came an unaccustomed oalm 

fo me afflicted; on my eyes· there stole 

Brief" sleep, if· that dull lethar~ybe sleep 

'fhat comes' to grief~'110rn souls·; ~lhen suddenly, 

Before my 8ye9· stood Hector, not as Hhen 

He bore against the Greeks· aV9n~in~ fire,­

Seeking the Argive fleet with frojan toroh; 

Nor as· he ra~ed with slau~hter J gainst the Greeks·, 

And bore away Achilles' arms~- true spoil, 

from him 'lIho played. Achilles J part 7· nor was· 

A true Achil19s~ Not with flame-bright face 

"He came~ but marred with tears~ dejectei 7 sad, 

Like me, and all unkempt his· loosened hair; 

Yet I rejoiced to see him. Then he said~ 

Shakin~ his" head": "0 faithful wife, awake L 

Bear hence thy son and hide him, this· alone 
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Is' safety. Weep not! Do you weep for Tray? 

Would all ~3r8 fallen! Hastsn, sS3k some place 

Of- safety f-or the child. 1I ;r n'3n I a'floke. 

In the Octavia, Poppaea describes in 11. 712 ff~ 

her visions' on her N'9dding niqht. 

But not fur long might I enjoy sweet sleep. 

It seemed as' though a ~ourning company 

Came to my marria~e~cnamo8r; ~itn loose hair 

Rome's mothers,- weeping, beat upon their breasts~ 

With dreadful.oft-reDsa:si trumpet-not3s~ 

She dwells' es~ecially on the apparition of' A~rippina 

ani those of' her former husb~nd and her son. 

the mother of- my husband,- with harsn threatB~ 

Waved wildly i~ my face a olood-red torch; 

When forced, by urgent fear 1 I followed her, 

IDarth yawned, and suddenly a mi~hty.~ulf' 

W3.S' opened. f-or me, ~vni ther i fJlaS' plun,ged 

Headlong, and there in yonder I oerield 

My marriage-bed, in which I laid me ~own 
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Sore Nsariei. With a thron~ of· follow9rs~ then" 

I 3a~ my former husnand ani my son 

Comin.~. CrispinuS"7" parted from me: long" 
i 

Has~ened to kiss· me 7 take me in his· arms~ 

Wnen Nero ~~ily rushed into my nome 

And buried in that breast the cruel sword. 



xvi 

Now we turn to the original and prQ~er inhabitants' 

of' the lower world)-- the vast concourse of' souls' of" the 

dead. Their activities" are many in the works" under con­

sideration, and mos~ varied; in spite of" the fact that 

so many have been usurpei by other s~ecial functionari9s~ 

The ~hosts' someti~es' appear s~ontaneously, sometimes' at 

tne summons' of' others'; in tnis latter case perna1Js' re­

luctantly or even an~rily. Sometims3 they visit the liv­

in~ in dr9a~s~ wnstner to warn or ~o torm9~t tneID. 

they ~r3 usually most active, it" tn3Y are the souls' 

ot men slain by violenQe, in exacting v9nge~nc9 from 

their murderers~ fnis' they may do in person or by the 

3.~enc'y of' a Fury or of" a livin~ bein~. In such a cass 

the nearest blood relative is of' course held resDonsible 

to a.venge t he slain., 

The souls of' the dead are held in great reverence 

and worshipped by many prayers and offerings'. In return 

for this' they may be invoked for ~enera.l or particular 

favours. If' an~ry, they may De appeased by the proper 

ceremonies' and offerin~s. Sometim3S they ~r3 summoned 

for advice or information, and sometimes' they appear 
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unsought to ~ive it~ As· to their mode of· life and· the 

nature of- their dwelling-places· in the lower world, the 

accounts· and descriptiGns· vary considerably. An examin-

a~ion of- the references in classical ~ra~edy to Qhosts· 

is- full of· intereSl;. 

In the Persae, 11. 619 ff"., A tossa. calls· u-p the 

s~irit of" her dead husband in order to inauire the mean-

in~ of" her dream and the ill omens triat have attended 

ner sacrifices~ and to ask his' advice. The Ohorus· actu-

ally effect his· appearing oy their hymn of invocation. 

We ~ith a hymn will call 

On the powers- that conduc~ the soul o'er the darklin~ bound 

To be kind) and release the spirit they hold in thrall. 

Doth the sainted s-pirit hear us· of" our royal lord.? 

Hath he cau~ht the clear~toned word 

From our voices' pealin~ Persian~wise in varied notes" of" woe? 

Is- my prayer oy him allow3i? 

Or mine an~uish must I utter in a strain excgedin~ loud? 

Bath he heard my supplication there below? 

Earth~ and rulers of- the peoDle of" the shadowy place, 



Send him upward, we implore, 

Like "to none that in past ages' .Persian earth nas' covered 0 J er ,. 

Persia's" god, of" Achaemenian race. 

Master and lord.~ appear! Our lord of" old" 

Rise by ~he summit of thy mound of' rest. 

Liftin~ thy saffron slipP9r~ edged with ~old~ 

Rearin~ tny t.urban" with. the imper i~l crest; 

Come, father, an.cient SQUrC9 of Dlessin~s' ma.nifold! 

Come, list the woes' of" this" s~range flour of" doom! 

Lord of' our lord, let us' behold thy fnrm!, 

There hovers' e'er our hearts' an evil ~loom. 

Our youth are p3rishad in a withering storm. 

rather of' ~ood. .. come f"orth; we kneel osf"ore thy tomb! 

In the Seven A~3inst Thebes,- 11. 978-9, the ghost 

of- Oedi-pus' is' said to oe working upon his- sons-•. 

o shade of' Oedi pus, this" is' thine hour! 

The line is'rsDsated in 987. 
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In the A;amemnon~ 11. 845. ff~, Olytaemnestra hints' that 

the-,s'J)irit· of" Il>hi~eneiamay ye'& ex.aot ven~eanoe' from 

'A~amemnon for her' death at- Aulis~ 

Yea~ even without offended' D~ity 

Or ~ricka of- chance~ the- s~irits- of". the' slain 

May wake' in wrath and" bar the homeward way. 

In the Ohoe»horoe~ 11. 32 ff~~ ~he' wrath of' the' dead 

A~amemnon is- mentioned~ 

One' ra~es" there· beneath 

Menaoin~ death foe death. 

He' never will~fnr~ive 

His" slayers~ die ~hey, or live. 

In 11. 278 ff~~- the effect of" the- an~er of- the shades' 

is' described' in more detail. 

Yea~ mina own soul 

Should know much' bitterness~ were this not done~ 

For" .so he prophesief1 7 this' la.nd s-hould yield 

Such produce as' should ~ladden every foe; 

Whilst on us' twain d'lseas'es'" snould· descend 

Oankerin~ our 'flesh with crUel sores' all over, 

Devourin~ wbat ~,as' oomely~ till ~rey . hairs' 

Should- find us' blasted- with such misery. 
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In ,323 ff: •. the Ohorus· assures' Oreates'. that the dead man 

if- pro-perll honour.ed,.will ,not lose oOIlsc.iollsness·, a.fter 

passing through the f1re~, but will point out his' murderer. 

Dear youth, the spiirit of' the dead survives' 

The ravening flam~: his· wrath long after lives~ 

His· dying gro~n is" answered· from afar 

By fieroe aven~ers· arming them for war. 

In the Eumenides~· 1. 94~, the ghost of· Olytaemnestra en­

ters· and, upbraids the~rinnyes' f"or havin~ allowed, Ores~ 

tes· to escaD9 while they sleep. She comes~· she says~- in 

a dream. 

Sleep on!-- W~at gain I from your slumbering? 

Save that amongst, my neighbours' of" the dead, 

Thus· f~iled, by you~-still taunted with my deed) 

I wander in disgrace. Be ware thereofi 

They hold· me guilty. Yet fur. me, who suffered 

That cruel death at band· of· mine own Qffs~ring,! 

. NQ ve~~eance-wreaking. power s&ands~, up in wrath .. 

Behold, I say", this· matricidal .wound! 

,See .it with thy s-pir.itj-.for the.soul in slumber. 

Hath oft'times' alearer vision. By dayli~ht 
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Our bes~ fureseeings' are but narrow and dim. 

Much wealth of'. mine ye have ~lutted" - drink~off9rings'7' 

Unmixed .with wine:,,- t.emD5red to suit your heart,," 

And rich burnt offerin~s' at dead· of' night,· 

That hour of· dread" avoided by all ~oda~ 

Now those my ~ifts' are trampled under foot, 

And he is· gone~· esoa~in~ like a fawn,,-

S~ringin~ with ease out of' your midmost net" 

lith eyes-of' triumuh o'er your impotence. 

Hear this· appeal: cons"ider,· 0 ye powers-, 

Of- nether gloom! Touchln~ my soul I speak" 

I, Clytaemnestra" now a shadowy dream. 

Af~er further taunts· she finally succeeds' in rousin~ 

them. In the Ohoe~horoe" ll~ 5-6,-Orestes oalls· on the 

spirit of· A~am9mnon to aid· him in avenging the crime of· 

Clytaemnestra.. 

rather,- here s~anding at thy tomb I bid=.thee 

Hearmel .Oh r - h~ar! 

In .11 •. 117 .ff'. Eleotra is· instruoted· by bUS O-horns· to 

oal1 u, her father's· s~irit to take venaeanoe. 

OHo'. The. think.of· those who shed this' olood,~ a.nd pray-­

EL. How?, feaeh me<;;-I am i~noranll. Speak on. 
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CHO.Some power,· divine or human,-may desoend~­

EL~ TO jud~e or exsauter What wilt thou say? 

CHG ... Few words-r but clear!. To kill the murderer. 

Amon~ the o~her ehthoqic powers" she then invokes" the 

shade of" A~amemnon (1) For some ohan~e in the fortunes· 

of' herself" and Ores1;9s·7 -(2) For the return of" Orestes·, -(3) 

For her own ?reservation from ~uilt~· and (4) For ven-

~eance on the slayers· of" her father. 

U f' i IUy a t ne r. ,. p t y 

Thy child,· and 1st Orestesbe brought home. 

For now we are lost~· your dear ones'·: sold·,· d.isowned,· 

By her that bare us;- who has' ta'en for husband 

Ae~isthus~ thy part-murderer, in tby room. 

I am no better than a slave; Orestes~ 

Is' banished from his' wealth; and o'er thy woe. 

They ~loat in.luxury.ana towering ~ride. 

Th9n~ father~· hear my prayer, that to this' land 

Oreates· come withrortune leadin~ him. 

And· for myself~ ~rant me a better mind 

Than.e'er my mother had~~and hands· more pure. 

This" prayer is" ,for thy children: on. th.y foes 

~et· thine aven~er rise with recom~ense, 
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fa make the murderers' pay thee death for d83th: 

('rhis curse must ma.r my perfect nra,yer)': 0 rather, 

Send us' from where thou liest SOlllS boon abov9~ 

Wi~h Heaven ani ~ar~h 3nd ~onqu3rin~ Ri~h~ for aid! 

In 11. 456-8~ 479, 481, The Chorus~ Electra ~nd Orest9s , 

311 c~ll upon the soul of A~am9~no~ for help in their pro-

.iect. 

OR. Fatn~r, aS3is~ tny cnildren in their deed! 

EL. Thy dau~ht9r's tS3rs implore thee in deen TI93dl 

GHQ. And we ~ith Dath in steadfast harmony 

Bii bhe8 com3 forth to li~ht ~nd hear their or i7 " , 

Join this' attempt a~ains~ tnins snemy. 

OR. My father, kin~ in all but ~n thy deathy 

I pray for pO~9r to rule thine ancie~~ hall. 

EL. I too, my father,- 11ith a, dau~hter's' voice, 

Pray thee f~r power to work Aegistttus ~09. 

In 11. 491~509 they seek to rouse him by reminding him 

of' the treacherous' and i~nominious manner in which he 

met his' death. 

OR. They took thee in the· bath; fatrier, forget not! 

EL. Think how the net was' first arranged for thee! 
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OR. When thou !/last caught in f"etters" not of" brass" •. 

EL. Yea~ in a coverin~ shamefully oontrived! 

oa. Stirs" not ~hy soul at these reproaches, sire? 

EL. Dath thy dear head not rise erect in wrath? 

0&. Ei~her send Justice fighting on our side, 

If~thou wouldst ~ain requital for thy fall, 

Or grant us to cabch them as" they cau~ht thee. 

EL. Hear this" last cry, my fatner! Look witn pity 

On these thy young ones sittin~ at thy ~rave~ 

And· feel for oath, tne maiden and the man. 

OR.& EL. Hear US";. tnis mourning we pour forth for thee. 

Res~ect it, ani thou honoures~ thine own cause. 

I ;-' . n "ne illumenides~ 1. 598, Oreates" at his trial expresses" 

confidence in his" fatherts" aid. 

My father f~om his tomo will take my part. 

He also promis9s~ in 1. 76?, to guard Athens· from her 

enemies· when he sball be in his ~rave. 

No prince or potentate of" Argive land 

Shall marshal nitherward the ·serried war. 

I, then within.my grave, will vex him sore 

With strange disasters" hard" to overbear, 



Crossing such enterprise with omens' dire 

To balk his" pasBa~e'T turnin~ all his· toils' 

fObitterness' of' soul. But while they keep 

.And honour this' my lea~ue with Pallas·' to?ln 

In firm allianoe~ tney themselves' shall feel 

The favour ·of" my s,iri~. 

In the Persae, 11. 220-3, Dareius' is' to be besou~ht to 

send blessin~s· to the earth for Atossa and Xerx9s' and 

withhold ill fortune~ 

Bid him send on thee and Xerxss blessin~ from beneath 

"to li~ht. 

But whate'er opposed to blessin~ by thy dream was' 

signified, 

Quenohed with ineffeotual darkness' let deep ffiarth 

f'or ever hide .. 

In 11. 523-4 offerings' are made to the departed. 

Then ~ill I fetch from home 

For Earth and parted souls' an off9rin~. 

In 11 •. 6€)9-18, Atossa orin~s" propitiatory libations' 

for her husband's' sl)iri t.,. in order that he may be dis~ 

posed to ~ive her the information she seeks". 

Therefore I come on foot, without my car, 
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And all that f'ormer ·pomp, a~ain from home, 

Bearin~ unto the fatner of' my child 

Peace~offerings' of" power to allure the d3a~: 

Milk rich and wnite from a pure CON, bri~ht honey 

Wrou~ht out of' flowers' by the industrious' b~e, 

With lustral waters' from a vir~in s~riil~, 

And living juice from an ungrafted vine, 

Its' ancient mother, bright with auick3nin~ cneer. 

I h3V9 also from tne ~~ey-gr3an olive-plant" 

'rhat carries .her "Lnick folia~e ever youn~, 

This' fra~rant .oil; and ~r8aths of v~riOU3 flowers~ 

Luxuriant offsprin~ of- all-nounteous' R;a,rth. 

In the A~amemnon, 11. 516-7, the spirits of 3ncieot kin~s' 

and other illustrious' men are invoked. 

And .ve, ~r9at 'larriors' of' old time, 1'TnOSe spiri"ts' 

Followed us forth,-- receive again from war 

With kindly thou~h~s- this' remnant of' the host. 

In the· ChoeDhoroe~ 11. 439 ff~, a pracrio9 is' referred to 

on which Smyth makes' the following commen~: llThis' is' an 

allusion to the savage custom by which the extremities' of' 

the murdered man were cut off~ then hung about his' neok 

and tied to~ether under the armpits~ At least one ODj9ct 
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of~ this· uarm-pittin~n was· to dis-able the st)iri"L of- the 

dead~from takin~ ven~aance on the murderer~u 

Yet more;.· he was· hacked~ be thou ware! 

In the Persae, 11. 685 ff-., Dareius· gives to his' '11ife all 

the information and advice in his' 'PO'ller. Xerxes- J defeat, 

he says~ is due· to his impiety in bridein~ the Bosphorus' 

and· thus- attemptin~ to mas~er Poseidon. The Persians' must 

never again attack Greece+ Tne army shall not return as 

a whole-- tney have committed sacrile~e and mus~ pay the 

Denalty. 

Since, in i~norant youth olerweenin~, he would fatter 

like a slave 

Bos-porus- divinely flowing ,iith his' Hellesl)ontine !."lave~ 

He wouli .alter Heaven'a' appointmen~, and with chains' 

from human hands 

Sou~ht to stay the s-cre9,m eter,nal.,· pavin~ for his' 

cQun'tles3 bands· 

Ample roadway, he., a mortal, rashly thinking he oould 

foil 

All the ~ods· and ~rea.t Poseidon oy his' hammers" im­

.pious' -toil. 
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Oases- uhere honour is" ~iven to or ~ithheld from tne 

dead, irres~ective of" their favours- or their tians?""ars 

also fairly Qommon. In the Sevg~ A<ainst Th30SS y 11. 1018-

30, tne honour of" burial is deliberately withheld from 

Polyneices after his death, because durin~ his" lif~time 

he had aome up against his' own city. 

But this", his" orotner PQlyneices"' corpse, 

Gravelsss shall os cas~ forth fo~ dogs" to t3~r, 

As" minded ~o lay waste our ".cneoan land. , 

Had not some ~oi s~ood in nis pa~n and foilsi 

His" S-C8~r: de3.d "thou~n ne De, his country's ~od.s 

Shall ban him, since ne Drou~nt in their despite 

A forei~n host to ~nvade ~nd SUD]"uoate . ., 

Their city. Wnerefore Itis decreed fur him 

To reap his" recompense from fowls of the air, 

In shameful ourial. No drink-o~f9rin~s" 

Poured on his tomb by o~reful hanis, no sound 

Of" dir~eful wailing shall enhance his" tame, 

Nor followin~ of" dear foOtst~P3 honour him. 

In 1. 1034 Anti~o~e declares her intention of" personally 

~rantin~ him b~rial. 



Though none beside consent to bury him, 

I will provide my brother 1s" funer31. 

In the Choephoroe, 11. 22-3, Electra and ner maidens- bear 

libations- to the tomb of' A~amemnon. 

In haste from yonder halls" we are sped, 

Bearin~ libation for the ieai. 

In 11. 84 f£".7 Electra is- afraid to addrsss" her father's" 

spirit with false words. 

When I shall pour this" triDute at tne ~rave, 

~hat words will De in tune, ~hat prayer will please? 

Shall I say, Fa~n9r, from a lovin~ wife 

This comes to thy dear soul: yea, from my mother? 

That dare I not. -- I know not how to sneak, 

Shedding this drau~ht upon my father's" tomo. 

In 11. 154 ff". the Ohorus" pay honour to his" soul. 

Wail ye! let the tear dow~ flow 

For the lord that here lies low. 

Sound his"dir~e before the hill, 

That fends alike baps ~ood" and ill. 

May the curse our hearts" abhor,­

May the Dortent we deplors T 

Be averted by the POwer 
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Of· the sof~ libaticnts shower! 

Hear US~ master, ever kind~ 

H9ar us in thy darkened ~ind! 

lIn brying to rouse ~neir fa~her to ven~eance Ores~es and 

Eleotra offer rrim as- inducements funeral feasts and 1ioa-

tions·. 

OR. 30 IDSU shall honour ~hee wi~n sacrifice 

And righteous banquets; else the savoury smoke 

That steams on earth for soals more fortun~te 

Shall leave th39 comfort13ss. 

EL. And I ~ill brin~ 

Choice offerin~s- from all my patrimony 

In day of ~3~ria2e, and will honour first 

MY rather's tOlliD from the naternal hall. 

Information about ~he isai is also not wantin~. In the 

Supplices~ 11. 227-31, they ~~e said to De judQei in Haies 

fer cri3SS committed on e~rtn. 

Not even in ie~th 

Shall he who hath done it be assoiled there 

Of- H~nton criminality. Men say, 

Anotner Zeus beneath" amon~ "the dead, 

Gives 'ftnal judgement on all wrongful deeds-. 
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'fhe ghost of- Darius· remarks-, in the Persae, 11. 681 ff·., 

that it is diffioult to come forth, thou~h he is willin~. 

He has~ however, obtained authority amon~ the dead;-but 

even so, he cannot remain long away from them. 

Hard the road 

From Hades forth to li~ht; the- ~ods beneath 

Are swifb to seize· and tardy to let ~o. 

Yet hath my power with them nrevailed. I am here, 

But has~e, lest I be censured for delay. 

Later, in 1. 842,- ne declares- that ?lsalth is· of· ne advan­

tage to the dead. 

Since wealth avails· not in the Norld of· death. 

In the Ohoepnoroe" 11. 854 ff-." it is dacl9.red tha-c if 

A~amemnon had been slain at Tray he would have oeeOIDS ~n 

honoured servant of- Pluto and Persephone. 

OR. Would that some Lycian hand~ 

Father? had pierced thee in the Trojan land! 

Then? l~avin~ ~lory to thy home, 

Layin~ in store fur years- to come 

Bri~ht exam.ple for thy seed, 

Full ~f· deep stren~th for all their need, 
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Thou hadst died befure the wall; 

And thy body there had found 

Rest beneath a lofty mound, 

Li~htly reeked of- in thy hall! 

OBQ. Dear to ~reat souls that there encountered deatn~ 

WorshiDPedand ~lorious on thy darklin~ throne? 

Chief in tue train of- mi1nty powers' ceneath, 

Thou shouldst nave held the place thou here hadst 

knOlTl1. 

~or in thy time on earth thou ~~st a kin~, 

With sceptred arm all spirits ~anquishinQ. 
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xvii 

In Sophocles also ~hosts occupy a prominent plaoe. 

In the Oedinus' Rex, feiresias' tells Oedipus~ 

Thou art unawares 3 foe 

To thine own kin in Hades and on earth. 

In the Oedipus Ooloneus~lli 581~2, Oedipus states; havin~ 

led up to it by his nrevious speeches, that after his'death 

he will benefit A~hens~ 

·fHES .... Whereby shall thy boon's value be revealed? 

QED. When I have died~ and burial thou hast ~iven me. 

In 1. 621 he says, more specifically~ tnat ne nill ~aid 

Athens against fhebes~ if- Theseus' will grant him.burial. 

And :!Jhat thou~h now be summer-calm of' peace 

'twixt Thebes ~nd thee, et9rnal-travailin~ time 

Brin~s to the birth unnumoered ni~hts' and days,' 

Wherein this ,present concord ot clasped nands' 

Shall for sli~ht cause 09 shattered by the spear; 

Ah then my 31eepin~ and earth-hidden corpse 

Shall flush at last its': death-chill with their blood. 

In 1. 788, Oedipns' .• tells Greon,. 

My fierce aven~ing sp~ite shall,haunt your la.nd .• 

In 11. 1588 ff-. Oedipus' ~i-ves a detailed aocount of- how 
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ns is to die. His grave is' never to be known7 save to the 

kin~s' of' Athens; yet he will thence be a Dowerfu1 shield 

to the city. 

Guard thou the secret aye; and, when thou comfst 

Onto thy life's end, tell it to ~hine heir. 

And still to each suocessor be it told. 

So Athens' shall be aye thine home unharried 

Of' the Dragon 'a seed.. 

In t~e Aias~ 1. 1026~ fencer says~ r2ferrin~ to the fact 

that Hector's ~ift to Aias was' the sword with which the 

latter afterwards slew hims91f~ 

Krie~'11 s t t; nou 

HO'll that d.e3.d. 'Hector ~'lould at last d.estroy thee? 

In the Electra, 11. a1~-23, the ghost of" A~amemnon appears 

in a dream to Clytaemnestra. r~9 uassage has already been 

Quoted aboveJln the Oedipus Hex, 1. 1245, Iocasta calls 
f.\ 

upon ~h9 dead Laius' as' she is about to slay herself~ 

Qn;~ :1'~sn' -d tko doo~~' t~ a~' so: ~ ~nt~~~d l'n· ._ . ..., c;; a, ';i i1v· L. \:) v ~ ~ - - _ ... _ . 

Oryin~ 'on Laius'7 on a ma.n lo-ng dead. 

In the Electra., 11. 406 ff".7 Chrysothemis' bea.rs' offerin,gs' 

to A~amemnon's' tomb, which have been sent by Olytaemnestra. 

ffiL. - To whom wouldst bear these offerin~s? 
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OBR. My mother sends them to our father1s tomb. 

In the Antigone, the heroine repeatedly declares that 

obli~ations' to ths dead override those to the living. 

through lon~er space 

My dead ones must I pleasure, tnan tne living. 

-

I know I please whom most I ought to ple~sure. 

If- this' tnou say, by me shalt thou oe loathed, 

Ani oy ~he de~i snalt Justly 09 abhorred. 

Polyneices is "burisi" oy Anti~one with auon rites as' cir­

cumstances permi~~ to avert ill. Antigone says~(ll. 515, 

517,519,521,), that in Hades the strife of' ~teocle3' and 

Polyneices is' over. 

OR. Dar'st theu defend a ~race which wron1eth him? 

ANT. This' snaIl the dead one'S"Yitness' not confirm. 

O~. Yea, if' thou esteem ni3 even as' yan felon. 

ANT~ Not, not his' slave hath perished, but his' brother. 

CR •. This' came to waste Thebes~ tna~ her champion stood. 

ANT. Yet Hades' craveth equal laws' for all. 

OR. Nay, ~ood and evil have not equal olaim. 

ANt. Who knowa out ~his' hatri sanction therebelow? 
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She says tne dead and H~des know all about the ma~t9r. 

Whose was the deed know Hades and the dead. 

And they ap~rove of" her. 

The livin~ held thee wise~ out me the deai. 

Aias~ after havinQ i~voked all the Dowers of the world 

below to avenge him~ says~ 

ins rest in Hades shall I tell the dead. 

I n' ::. liC1. XI, it 

nurses ni8- grievance 

Ieucer says·, 

In ilia-s" 1393 ff". 

But thee, 0 seed of- old Laertes· sprung, 

I dread to let thee set unto these ri~9S 

Thine hand~ lest I offend the dead herei~. 

In the Electra, 11. 51-3, Orestes mus~ firs~ offer sacri-

fices at riis father's tomo~ before proceeding ~i~h his· 

V9n~ea.nce. 

I with drink-offerin~s and nith ~race of- hair 

Shorn from mine heai ~ill crown my father 1 s tomo 

First, as· the ~od bade. 

In 11. 355-6, Eleotra declares tnat by annoying his· foes-

she pleasures' the dead A~amemnon;--nif' kindness reach to 

Hades"'. 
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I gall our foes~ and render homage so 

Onto the isad-- if" kindness" reach to tiades. 

In 11. 431 ff". Electra persuades" Chrysotnemis" to lay down 

her offerin~s, since A~amemnon and the nethsr deities" 

• would not be honoured by them. Clytaemnes~ra is" only stor-

in~ tnem up for" her own punishment. 

Dear one, of" 311 ~hose ~nings thou bearJst in hand 

Lay on the grave nou~ht; Jtwere offence to men 

Ani Sods, ther30n to lay iea~h-dues~ to bring 

Oblations to our sire from n9~ Nho hates. 

~lin~ to the ~inis, or in the dust deep-delved 

Hide them, whire to our f~thsrJs resting-place 

Nothing shall come of" these: then, ~nen S~9 dies~ 

In Hades" treasured for her let ner find tnem! 

not oeyond all women ~rcwn 

Sin-hardened, never ~ould she Dour this" cup, 

'rhe CUP of" hatred., over him she 319~1. 

Think: is he like to ~elcome at her hands~-

fhat dead man in nis ~rave-- ~hese honour-~ifts?--

At n"Q~s· ~ith shame who slew him, like a foe, .n. "" _ , .J __ _ ... 

Who lopped his' hands" and f3et, for expiation 

Wiped off" the blood-~outs on his head! Dost dream 



That this' thou bear'st can expia~9 her murder? 

Never! Put these tb.in~s· hence'. 

She- ~oe~ on? however, to desire her sis~8r to make offer-

ings- on her own behalf" to ~heir fat~er, and pray him fur 

viotory over his' f09S~ thus' showin~ him true honour. 

But from thine he~d 

Thou of' thy 'tresses shear the ti ps, from mine 

~itn'al woels mof l~l'S" _ll"ttl~, yAt 'tl"S" all "~ , _ _. L v _ _ 

I have. That give him-- this unsleeked hairy 

And this" my girdle void of" ornament. 

Bow down, and pray him from the earth to rise 

A~ainst our foes; for US" a ~raciou3' champion: 

Pray tha,~ with arm victorious" Ores-ces", 

His" son, may live ~o tra~ple on his foes, 

So that hereafter we with wealthier hands' 

May ~race him, than this day ~e ~ive withal. 

In 1. 48i? the Ohorus" assure mlectra that Agamemnon never 

forgets- the vengeance due to him. 

For never- doth he' that begat thee, the kin~ of" Hel-

lenes'," f'orget his vengeance due;· 

No, nor the axe forgettettt, whose fan~s' of brass' lon~ 

ago they dared imorue 
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In his' blood~ that axe two-edged that with outra~e' 

fnul, most foul, thy father slen. 

In 11. 96?~9 Electra tells' Ohrysothemis· to assis~ her in 

revenging themselves on Clytaemnestra and Aegisthus', and 

promis3s' her the approval of' the' iead Agamemnon ani of" the­

supposedly dead Or9st9s~ 

NaY7 if- t·hou hesrken' to my counselling? 

Firs~? praise of" filial love from our dead sire 

In Hades~ and our brother, shalt thou win. 

In the trachini39, 11.- 1201-2, Heracles :7aros' Hyllus' that 

if' -he does- not carry out his las~ request he 'Hill cur·53 him 

oontinually from Hades~ 

Else will I aOide 

~ver in Hades loadin~ curses' on thee. 

In 11. 1239-4D.hs repeats·this'. 
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In the Philoctetes', 11. 131t1.-2, it ,is' said that Aci1illes' is' 

honoured among the shad9s~ 

Achilles~ yha had fairest fame 

Once mid the living, now amid the d9ad~ 
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xviii 

In the· Hecuba o~ Euripides~ 11. 1-54~ the ghost of- Polydorus~ 

who has' been three da,s' unburied~ ~ives' an account o~ his-

death. He f:lits' over Hecuba's' head, evide·ntly, from subse-

quent pa~sages~_enterinR her dreams. He detail~ the activitie~ 

of- ~he spirit- of- Achilles, who demands' the sacrifioe' of- Poly-

xena at his- ~omb before permitting the- Greeks- to return home~ 

}for PeleuS" son above his' tomb appeared, 

And all the Hellenic host Achilles' stayed, 

Even as' they homeward aimed the brine-dipt oar, 

And claimed fur his' Polyxena my sister, 

For sacrifioe and honour to his tomb. 

Polydorus- himself- intends- to oast his' body up before' his' 

mother in order to gain a tomo. 

For I, to gain a tomb, will-- wretch-~ appear 

Before her handmaid's- feet amidst the' surge. 

/While _Helen(Hel. 962. ft'.) implores' 'J:heonoe to remain her 
\,. 

friend and keel' Menelaus-' presence seoret, her husband as' 

the manlier course chooses' to entreat the tomb of- Proteus~ 

o ancient 7 dweller in this- tomb of" s~one, 

iestore thy tr-us1;'~ I claim of" th3e my wife; 

Sent hither of- Zeus' to thee-,' to ward for me. 
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Thou, whe art dead~ cansx n91e~ restore, I knc~: 

But this: thy child- will think scorn that - . 
tier SlrS-.1 

Glorious-- of" cid,;, , from the! under30rld invoked, 

Have! infamy ~ -- for nOil i-t res:ts: :~!ith her .. 

In- the E18ctra~ 11. 90 ff-., Oresx6s-__ declares: that he; has' made· 

offBrin~s: at A~amemnon's: tomb before- Droceedi~~ wi~h his work 

Tnis: nigh~ o'ernast to ID.V sire,'s: tomb I ~!j8n"G; 

Tn9re~ ~9ars: I ~ave and- oiferin~s: of" shorn hair, 

In- 11. 323-31 Electra relates" how Clytaemnestr3 not only fails: 

to reverence' the dead, but even openly ~ooks: at the- very 

~rave~ of" Aga~emnon. 

Drink-offerings neve~ yet nor myrtle-spray 

Bad i~, 3 2rave all bare of ornament. 

Yea:o with wins! drunken, he:, m.v mother's s_pouse-~--

~am9df of' men u~loriotisul-- leaps: anon the ~rav9~ 

And pelts~ with stones. my fatner's: monument. 

In 1. 509 the old, man," former tutor of- A~3memnon~ has: turn9~' 

aside! in nassin~ to offer him drink-offerinQs" and myrtle-

sDrays: at his: tomb. 
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I turned) in oomin~, to his: ~omb aside~ 

'fhere i kneelin~, for its~ desolation '!l~nt, 

Poured, a drink.;.offering from the skin I bare; 

Thy ~uests~~ and, orowned the, tomb ~qi til m.vrtle .. s:pra~vs'. 

Orestes: and IDl~ctr~ invo~e ~h~ ~·had.e OI~ Aa m n n _ v _ n. v _ v~ -, '.n.-,a em 0 • 

OR. Father, by foul wron~ dweller 'neath the, earth, 

O.M. He~p~ help tnem,- these' thy children best-beloved~ 

OR. Come,,-' brin~ all those· thy battle..-nslpers: slain" 

EL. All them ~'lhoS3; spears:: "Ni th -case lc~id. Phr.v~ians: l01r. 

Af~er Aegisxhus: ia: slain" Elec~ra, in a Dassa~e too lon~ for 

Quotation, o8~ins~ deliberately to heap abus9' upon his: seDS9-

le6B~ bod.y. She' reminds: Ores"Ges', in 11. 976 ff-., that thoufth 

he is: loth to slay his mother 7 , h9 ~ill bel impious~- lackin~ 

Arraigned for a mother's- murder-- pure' erg- ~ni3, 

EL. ~iet impious; if- thou sucoAur not; tnv sire-. 

Hei re~li3s: tha~ Olytaemnestra in ner tarn ~ill demand ven~eance~ 

Her blood-prids; to my mother must I Day. 

In the, Or9st9s~-1 1. 105, Electra refuses: to see CIY~3emnesxraJs: 

tomo. Hermione! is: therefore: sent with Helenrs' offerin~~ to the' 

tomh. She- is: to call upon Olytaemnestra to be: kindly-disposed, 

towards~ all of- them, I including Bllectra and Orestes~. She; is: also 



promised more gif-cs. In lie 25.5~?~ Orestes'7 maddened by ths 

~uries~ begs' his' mother to recall them. In 1. 425 ~enelaus" 

expreS3~3 wonder that his' father's' s~irit does' not aid Ores~ 

tes·. 

;rhy sire's' avenging-- doth it nought aV:1il trrs9-?' 

1:2 11. 610 ff. 'ryndareus' declares tha.t ne :'lill honour C;lyt3terr~ 

nestra no~ only with off9rings~ but by assisting in the con­

demnation of" Orestes. In 662-4 Ores~es- declares' that as' A~a­

memnon verily sacrificed his life for M9nelaus~ the' latter 

O'lles' it· t.O him to preserve his' heirs', Orestes' and Electra. 

But to my hapless' fatner give our live3~ 

Mine, and my long-unnedied sister's life. 

Ores"t9s in ~oin~ forth prays·A~am9mnon to deliver him from 

the ven~9ance of" the' people. 

I would pray him to isliver. 

Orestes~ Pyla~es~ and ~lectra det9r~ine to slay Helen, ana 

thereto Orestes' calls' upon his father to aid them. 

Father, who dwellest in dark halls' of' night, 

Tby son Oreates' aids' thee come to help 

-fhose in s'ore need. For thy sake suffer I 

Nron~fully-- by thy brother am betrayed, 

fhou~h I wrou~ht righteou3ness~ I rain would seize 

His' wifB, and slay-- be thou our help herein! 
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This prayer" is" rapea~ed by Electra ani DJ ~ylades~ They 

claim his" help as- his- aV9ngers-~ and" promise him offerings 

of- tears". In the Iphi~en9-ia in 'faurica, ""Ghe heroine brin~s" 

offerin~s" to the soul of- the orotner whom sne SUPPOSS3" dead. 

Dear T "I pour 

Thy i9at~-libatio~-~ 

~ountains" of- mountain-kins, 

The brown 0883' toil, the nine, 

Shed on E~rthJs oreast, are thine, 

fhy peace-oolationI 
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In "the Heracleiriae, 11. 1032 ff"., ~urys~heus" promis3s' to 03 a 

friend after his deatn to Athens~ but a foe to the children 

of Heraoles". 

So I, ~hy rrienc1 and Athens"' saviour a.ye, 

A sojourner shall lie oeneath your soil, 

But to these and tneir cnildre~ sternest foe, 

Wha~ time they march ~itn war-hosts hitherHard. 

In the Phoenissae, 11. 1320-:t, Greon says- in reference' to tne 

dea~h of- his' son Menoeceus' that in honouring the dead men hon-

our the nether ~ods-. 

For he whohath not di~i must reverence 

The nether ~ods" by honouring the dead. 
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In t he Hi ppol.vt US", 11. 1416 ff-., Artemis" promis~s"" her favour-

ita eternal honour~ She herself" will slay the one- dearest to 

Aphrodit9, and he shall be mourned for always' by maiiens- on 

the eve of" their wedding. 

Let be: fur even in the nether ~loom 

Not unavenged shall be the stroke that fell 

Upon thy fra.me throu~h ra~e of" Oypris"' snite, 

For thy pure soul's and for thy reverence' sake. 

For upon one, her minion, with mine hand-~ 

Whos~o is- iearest of" all men to her--

With these unerrin.g shafts' ~1ill I aven~9 me-. 

And to thee, hapless" one, fur thesB thy woes-

HiQh honours' ~ill I ~ive in Troezen-town. 

Ere their espousals shall all m~ids unwed 

For thee cut off their hai~: throu~h ~~9 on 

~ull harvests shalt thou reap'of" tears of" ~ri9vin~. 

Ever of" thee song-wakin~ memory 

Saall live- in virgins". 

In the Medea, 1. 13?1, Jason tells his- wife that her children 

though slain live to avenge themselves- ~n her head. 

They live-- ah me-! -- aven~9rs on thine head. 



In the Alcestis', 11. 625-7.,. Pheres" bears' funeral ~if1;S" to 

the dead Aloestis·-, and wisheS- her happiness" even in the 

world halo'N. 

o saViour' of" my son, who hast raised us' up 

In act to fall,. all hail! May bliss' be" thine 

IDven in Hades-! 

When Admetus· swears" afresh to Heracles' to remain unw9dd9~~ 

Heracle~ asks' whether this" is" to do any ~ood to the dead 

Alcestis~. 

1ook'st thou that this shall profit au~ht the dead? 

fo this' Admetus' replies" that in any event he cannot oea3z 

to honour her". 

I needs" must honour her Nhere'er she" be. 
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xix. 

In the Hercules- ~urens- of- Seneea, 1. 90, .Juno calls' up, 

with the other sllirits- of' Hades', the n~loomy shades·n . of' the 

dead, to aid her in conquering Hercules·. In 11. 658 ff'. The-­

seus' desoribes' all the habitations- of- the dead and· the' pun­

ishments' of' the ·best.known criminals' there. 'rhe passa~e,. 

however,· is' too lon~ f~r quotation. In 11. 848 ff~ the Cho­

rus' desoribe,. movin~ly enou~h, the' ~reat throng of' shadows' 

in the world below. 

So the silent thron~ 

Moves'·onward throu~h the nlain; some S10?1 ~qith a~e, 

And sad and sated with their len~th of- days; 

Some, youn~er7 hither seem to COIDe in hasb9, 

Virgins' who have not known the marria~e yoke,. 

And· youth~ with flowing hair~ and little ones' 

Who scarcely yet oan lisp the~r mother1s name, 

To these is' ~iven to carry through the gloom 

LiRht~ that th~, less· may fear; all others- walk 

In darkness~ sadly. 

In 11. 1231 ft~, Barouies- promises- to burn, as' an offerin~ 

to appease' the shades- of' his' ohildren, hts' weapons' and· 

hims-elf~; since- he has- beeome Juno" s- tool. 
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For you~ my sona', I break my s'haft, for you 

Destroy my bow; this' heavy club shall burn 

An offering to your shades"; this- quiver, full 

Of- Hydra-poisQned arrows, shall be laid 

Upon your funeral pile; the arms that slew 

Shall pay the nenalty~ You, too, shall burn, 

o most unfortunate and cruel hands~ 

In the' froades~ 11. 28 ff~~ Hscuba invokes~ alqn~ with the 

~ods:,. the shades" of- Priam, of- Hector, and of- her other chil­

dren who have Derished~ to behold the rava~e wrou~ht DJ the 

Greeks~ and that she foreboded the disaster even before' 

Oassandra. 

Witness~ ye adverse deities, and ye, 

My country's ashes~ and thou, Phrygia's kin~, 

Bu~ied· beneath the ruins· of' thy realm; 

Thou too~ great shade~ whose- ~ife was' all in all 

To Troy; my numerous· offBprin~, lesser shades;-~ 

Whatever ills' have happened; whatsoe·'er 

Apollo's' ravin~ priestess~ to whose word 

The Qod denied b9lief~ has' prophesied~ 

I first foresaw, ere yet my fated ohild 

Was' born~ nor hid my fear, but prophesied 

Va'inly, before Oassandra s'J)oke' in vain. 
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In 11. 180 ff~,· Talthybios~ after alen~th, prelude, which 

4esoribes' the upheaval of· nature at so dread a portent, 

relates· how tne' ~host of" Achilles' has' appeared. -rhs' Gr~e~s" 

must sacrifice' Polyxena., ~'1ho would, have' neen. his' 'Prize' had 

he lived, at his· tomb, before they can sail over the' sea to 

Greece:. 

His· wrathful voice ranQ out alonQ the shore: 

nYe' oravens·,' Q;o, refuse the honours·, due 

My manes". Let the thankless' S'hips' set sail 

Upon my seas~ Not lightly Greece has' fel~ 

Acnilles· J wrath;· that wrath stlall heavier ,fall.· 

Polyxena, betrothed to ~e in death, 

Must die' a sacrifice at Pyrrhus" hand, 

And moisten with her b160d my tomb~"' 

A~amemnon declarea that the praise and hi~h renown of" all 

Greeoe is" reward enou~h for the ~hade of' Achilles;·or~ if· 

i~ mus~,have blood 7 the blood of cattle will suffice. He 

tinally consents~ 'however~ to allow Polyxena to be saori­

ficed if· Oalahaa' demands' it. In 11. 371 ft~ the Chorus- s~sc­

ulate helplessly on whether s~irits' really live' on after the 

body has· died.,Tbey believe that death en~ulfa body and·snul. 

Ask you whither go we after death? 

Where the, lie who never have' been born. 
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In 11. 430-4,. Andromache deolares tha~ all have been alarm­

ed by the shade' of Achilles~ but that in addition Hector 

has' appeared to her in a viSion. 'rhese lines' have already 

been quoted in another place. He has' warned her to save A3~ 

tyanax from the' cruel fate that awaits' him. Shs' determines to 

conceal the child in his father 1 s tomb, in the' hope that 

Heotor" s· sl)iri t may there protec1; him. 

I trust him to hi~ father. 

She calls' up the dear ~host to oare for his' son as' sne hides' 

him in the tomb. 

o Hector, now as' ever ~uari thine own, 

Preserve the secret of' thy faithful wife, 

And to thy trustsi asnes take thy child! 

AniroIDache is torn between two decisions~ whether to ~ive up 

her son to death or to allow Hectorls' ashes' to be outra~ed. 

She oalls' in vain on Hector's' ~hos~ to return and drive Da~k 

Ulysses'. 

Hector, corns forth tne tomb; 

Break throu~h the fates" d.elay, and over-vlhelm 

Tbe Grecian chief~- thy sn~d9 would be' enough! 

He shakes' the weapon, hurls the fire-orand;· 

Greeks~ see you Hector? Or do I alone 

Perceive. him? 
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Bein~ fnrced to yield up Astyanax to die~ nowever, sn3 bids' 

him oarry to H3ctor ner mes3a~e~ implorin~ him to return and 

delive~ her. Surely he can do so if Achilles' could. 

In 11. 938 ff~ Helen confes3es~ being ur~ed thereto by 

is' to 08 sacrificed to the snad3 or' 

Acnilles", that he may wed her in Elysium. 

Polyxena, 

harsh Acnilles" . - . 
D1C1S" ~i1Sffi 

To offer to his" maU3S 7 nis' bride 

~. 

u~m--

In the ~3dea, 11. 9-12, the heroine summons tne duosts as ... 

well as' the nether 10ds as" ner alliss' 3~~inst Dsr faitnles3 

husband. 

Chaos' of" rli~ht eternal; r9:11m opposed 

To the celestial powers; abandoned souls--

Later in the midst of" her incanta.tions" she calls' upon tn3 

shades. 

La, I invoke' you, all ye silent shades. 

In 916 ff~ she i9clarss" tnat she must slay her sons' to "re-

Qui:ce the deg,ths" of' her brother ani fa-cner. 

And ye~ it i~ enou~h 

For father, brotnsr, that I have borne two. 

She dismisses the gh05~ of" her brother by slayin~ one son. 
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8rother~ command the avengin~ ~odd.9sSeg' 

fo leave me, and· the shades to sesk their place 

In the' infernal re~ions' without fear; 

Here leave' me to myself', and· use· this' hand· 

That held the sword-- your soul has~ found rev9n~e~ 

She' then lead~ her remaining child to the roof~ where' shs' 

slays' him also. In the Hippolytus', 11. 1179 ff~.,· Phaedra. con-

i'esses' her ~uilt~ and tells' the dead Hippoly-cus' that sne; ~1]'ill 

follow him throu~h the nether world. His' ghost will be pla-

cated by her death. 

Let me placate thesuirit of' the dead. 

In the' Oedipus', 11. 176 ft'., ~hosts' are said to have' ap-

peared on the earth. 

IDarth makes' moan, and misty forms~ 

Larger than human, fHander thr·ough tlle groves'. 

The aus~ices- have failed to name 'the murderer of- Laius~ and 

Teiresia~ nGW finds it necessary to summon the shade of'that 

dead kina. The task is' a3Eigned ~o Creon. 
~ . 

-rbe kin~ 

Must from the regiono~ eternal ni~ht· 

Be' 6alled, must be sent forth from- mrebus~ 

Tha.t he .. may name the. a.uthor· of- his'- death. 



92 

Greon return~ from the! rites~ and~ bedn~ forced to sneak, re-

luctantly be~ins: by describin~ the: J.ecromantic practices: of-

feiresias~ He: has' succeeded- in callin~ up the· shades; who" 

preceded: by the; mali~nant' powers_ of- B~ies; come, fnr~h. The! 

~hos~ of' Laius: appears~ and· decl~res: the- orims; ~f' 09diDUS~ 

nromisin2 to take ven~eance therefore In 1. 998, J9~ipus~· 

r '11'1' s,- tf.To ll. r t l' cc- Tl'?'" i S-i-.oCl-" I h~":T'"' p~ l' a.' l' n f"""11 J.. 4. V .J,. , ;;;) _ .. _.I. _ ..u.v , _ ;.1. _ .. '-I ~ __ l .£. u_ 

All that ':J8..8 due' my fa~h9r. 

Thg- A~ameIJ+non opens: 'Nitn toe: appearance of- the: ~host of-

Thyestes~ ~ho de~cribes: his: reasons: fur leavinQ ~hel lower 

world! and. comin2 onoe: more- to the· li~h~. Ea: also re~ates~1 

in a ver,V len<th.v Dassa~e:" the: his"tory of' his' Quarrel <fJith 

Atreus', and, the~ events' follo'llin~ th9~3U pon. In 11. 741 ff-. ~ 4 

Cassandra has a fore~ight of- her doom' and- A~amemnonJs~ calls' 

aloud; to Prig,TI1 3.nd· Hector and: others' of- her house·tnat she; 

is- to join them to-d.ay, and' pr~.vs: tn3.t the· shades: of" dead 

frojans: may be- allowed to return for a brief- SDace to ~i~il3SS: 

the fat3'o~ their arch-fuel A~amemnon. 

'ro .vo·u I uray; thou flood D,V r;'lnich the, ~ods 

Make· oath 7 · to thee; I pray no 18ss~; i!?a11, back 

The- coverin~ of- ths: dusky world~ awhile, 
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'I'hat toward.s ;v;.vcenae PhrY~ia J S' 3-p.iri t-hord..e 

May turn their eyes~ Behold, unhappy on9S~ 

The fates are put to fli~ht. 

fh9 Thyestes too be~ins with the anpearance of" a ~host. 

thi~ time of- Tantalus~ whose son Pelops- rias" cursed Atr9u~ 

and: Thyes~es- for the murder of' Ohry~ippus~ He ieclares" hi~ 

intention of' houndin~ on .his' descendants' to crime'. 'to this' 

task he· is' held., though he '.1isnes· to renounce it. In 1. 

1111 Atreus' calls" on :;he sons' of' 'r-h.ves"G9S" to take' ven~e:1nce' 

on their father fur havinQ f9asbei on tne8. 

I ~ive thee over for t~y nunisnment. 

In the Haroules' Oetaeus~ 11. 934 fi·.~ Deianeira declares" 

when urged by the' nurse' to explain how she· was deoeiv3d, 

~hat in Hades' she' will be' cleared. 

·Deatn alone 
. 

~akes' ~uiltless" those deceived. 

In the' Pnoenissa,9, 11. 39-44~ Oed.ipus declares that the 

s~irib of- Laius" seekin~ vengeance is" continually 6ummonin~ 

him to the shades'. 

My father calls~ I follow! Followthes! 

Yet s~ar9! Behold nhere an~ry Laius' comes' 
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Bearing the Dlcod-stained standard of' the re31m 

Snatched from him. With his hands' he seeks" to tear 

fty eyeballs" empty sccke"Gs. Dost; thou see 

My father~ child? I see him! 

In 11. 166 if". he calls" on his' father to fulf"il his' V9n~ 

~eance a.nd slay him. 

o father, nheresoerer 

fhou mayst os· found, jud~e of my Dsnalty, 

I nave not thought Dy any punisn~9~t 

Ever to fully exniate iliy sin. 

I was not s~tisfi9d with death alone, 

I have not paid my ranSOIDNith my eyes. 

I wished to perish for thee limb by limb. 

At lendth exact the nenaltv I owe. 
~ "~ 

Now I atone~ Jt~as" then but sacrifice 

I offered; oh, be present, inward ur~e 

My feeble hand; oh, plunge it dge~er still! 
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xx 

In the- Octavia, 11. 134-6, the heroia9 09.118- on her fRtner 

Claudius' to rise- from the' shades and help her 7 or else to 

Qraw ner down to him. 

o father, come' from Hades bringing helD 

To ~hy poor child who oa11s- to the9 for aid; 

Or through the' riven earth lay Dare ~ne Styx, 

And swiftly bear me· thither. 

'fh3 nurse replies' that this' invooation is' useless', since 

Olaudius' did not really care for her in life. As soon as 

I'Jero has' announced. his' intention of ~78d.din~ POupa92. on -ch~ 

morrow, his- mother's' ghost 3Ppears~ nromis1ng to take vsn-

~eance at the unhaly bridal for his' murder of her. 

With such ~loomy fires' 

As' an aven~in~ mother's' hand prepares' 

For the sad altars', shall Pc;>ppaea wed. 

My son. 

She 1s- moreover, herself a spirit, haunted by the' Hraith 
< ~ 

of" hsr husband, whom she has' poisoned. 

In death my murdered husQand's soul 

Pursues me. 
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Lastly we" come" to the" Chthonic Deities' themselves-, 

the rulers" .d- the world o~ shadows. fheir part in ancient 

tragic drama is' by no mS3nS" inconsid9t301s. Pluto 3nd Per-

se"phone are of' course the chief" ne'Gner ~ods'. -tne former 

is called indifferently Pluto, Hades, or Zeus" Ohthonius~ 

In the Supplices ~f- A9schylus~ 11. 230-1, his' jurisdiction 

is- sJ)oken of'." 

Men say_, 

Another Zeus beneath, among the dead, 

Gives" final j ud.~em9nt CD. 9.11 -.1ron~ful ieeds'. 

In the Cho6phoro9, 11. 1-9, Orestes calls upon Bermes' Chthon­

ius-, the ~uide of's'ouls, as" fHell 3.8' on the spirit of' AQ3.mem-

non. 

o Hermes" ot tne Shades~ that ~atchest over' 

My buried fatherfg right, be now mine aid. 

I COIDS from exile to this" la'nd.. Oh save" me! 

In 11. 18-9, he calls on Zeus Chthonius" to lend aid for ven-

~eance. 

Zeus, grant me to wreak the death 

Of" my great father: ~ive me ~racious" aidl 

In 11. 380 ff~ he and his siS~9r repe3t this invocation 
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tO~9ther. 

zsus~ tnou that send9s~ from below 

The la~e~arriving woe~ 

Thy vengeance falls' on every hardened heart, 

~or shall a parent's name nrevent the olew. 

In 1.-394 ~lectr?. invokes· n3"Sner Zeus ani all -ehs Chthon.ic 

Wben shall tis a~m 

0:( Z·3US·, :vho shields' from L19.rm 

Tue saplirr~s round the prostr~te o3k, 

Fall wi~h sKull-sund3rin~ stroke? 

The Chorus secoDd l1er in 11. 722· ff-. 

Cl Ear"t!l, o holy 11i11, 

Where ths body 1i3~h s~ill 

Of' his' sire that ruled. tne fleet;t 

Rear, and send him uelpers mee~! 

Ounnin2 leads his' crafty tr3~d 

(This the hour, the moment dread!) 

Darklin~ Hermes l ~hisn9r9d word 

GuardS 3nd ~uides' the fateful sword. 

Earth itself- is' urged to sSrld up the dead maZl's· soul. 

CR. Eartn, loose my father to o'erlook the strife! 

EL. Crown all~ Psrsephone, with fair success! 



xxii 

In the Oed.i pus Coloneus of· Sophocle3~,. 11. 1547-8, 

03ii -pus' invokes· Persephone and. Hermes' Oh"Ghonius·. 

Hither usher me., 

GUide Bermes· and the Queen of· Under~1orld. 

In 11. 1623 ff·. these· deities summon ~im. 

And suddenly a Voice 

Oried unto him, that terror~stiffenei ~ose 

Str~ightway tne hair cf· all uha auakin~ heard. 

For the God called to him, and called a~~in-­

uHo thou! ~hou Oeiinus! Why lin~er ne 

fo go hence? All too long dost thou delay!U 

I~ the Anti~one, 11. 65-6, Ismene asks pardon of· those in 

tne underworld for not aiiin~ to bury Polyneices~ 

I then will ask tnose in t~e underworld 

ro pardon, since I am constrain9d hereto. 

I~ Anti~one had not buried her brot~9r, she says, the l~Ns· 

of' the Nether Gods· would have taken v8ngeance on her. 

CR. Ha! Dar9ds~ thou trans~ress this· ordinance? 

Ai\!·r~. Yea! -;-.f·or not Zeus·~ I ween, proclaimed. this· thin~; 

Lller Just ice ~ co-mate· 'fii t h the nether God.s', 

Not she ordained men auen unna~ural laws! 
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Nor deemed I that thine edict bad· such forc9 7 

That thou, who art tiut mortal, ooulds~ a!erride 

'fhe un~1ri tten and uns~7ervin< laws of· Heaven. 

Not of· to-day and yesterday they 3re, 

Bu~ 9verlastin~: none can iate their birth~ 

Was· I to fear the wrath of· any man, 

And brave Gods' vengeance for defyin~ these? 

In 1. 749, HaemoD ranges· the nether ~ods· a~ainst Greon, 

who dishonours· them by punishing Anti~one. 

f"\D - . • 
'"j~; ~'or ner In any wise is· all ~ny ple~. 

And 
<:> , tor tnee·, me, ani all the Nether Gods~ 

In 11. 773 ff·. Creon attempts' to escape pollution by a 

quibble. He clearly sno7Ts, hO~7eV9r, his· sca,nt reverence for 

the chthonic deities. 

I'll lead her by a track of men untrod, 

And living hide her in a rocky cell, 

With fnod so mucn as· serves· for expiation, 

·-lHn' 01'"».0 crYl" n-< on R~C1· cs· ',a, n' om·. sn~ r~!Tp:r~nc~q· • -..J ... ...; ~ ~ ... ~ '"" , - _ v - - ~ ...... 

Alone, she shall from death 08 haply saved; 

Or there at 19as~ shall prove tha~ reverence 

For tnindS in Hades· is· but labour lost • .., 



These' deities' are n0W about to take' ven~eance on Oreon 7 

says' 'reiresias' (11. 1064 ff'.), for his- double affront. 

~or this' the Aven~9rs~ whose i9stroyin~ fsst 

Track ~uilt, the Erinnyes' of' the Gods' and Hades~ 

Lurk to entrap thee in the selfsame curse. 

In the Aias~ 11. 831 ff~~ the here invokes' Hermes' Ohthonius' 

bO his' aid.. 

fhis' I beseech thee, Zeus, and cry to H9rmea~ 

The Hades-~uid9, to fiueD me ~ently asleep, 

Not with convulsive throes, but one swift bound~ 

When with this swori I have clef~ my heart in t~3in. 

In the Electra,·ll. 110 ff~, Electra calls' on Hades~ Hermes­

Ohthoniu~, etc., ~o avenQ9 the murder of- Agamemnon, and 

prays' them to ~uiie Orestes safely to this' end. 

o Realms- to the Dark Powers' given, 

Guide~~od~ and thou, ~alison dread, 

illrinnyes,. ~,reat Dau~hters of- Heaven, 

Who look on the- wrongfully dead, 

And on robbers whicn secretly gathsr 

The fruits' of- the marriage-bed-~come! 

Help us'! Avenge my I3the-r, 

The' shame of- his' murderous' doom! 
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o send to me' hither. my brother! 

I can stand not alone~ in this' soals' 

Is' the· load of- my grief-, in that other 

Mine o~vn s·trengtih;, ·t ahT too frail! 

In 1. 181 the Ohorus- comfort Electra by remindin~ her of- th~ 

One 

Who r9igns- by Acneron. 

In 1. 291 it is- said that Clytaemnestra in her rage has' 

called on the ~ods· of- the underworld to perpetua~e the 

woes' of: Electra. 

The Gods· of- the Underworld 

Never redeem thee from thy present moansl 

In 11. 431 ff~ Electra tells' her sister that the' nether 

deities· would .be insulted by the offerin~s· of· Olytaemnestra. 

Dear one', of· all these things· th.ou bear' st in hand 

Lay on the grave nou~ht! 'twere offence t.o men 

And Gods·, thereen to lay death-:-dues·, to bring 

Oblations· to our sire from her who hates~ 
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In the' Rhesus- of' Euripicies-r 1. 962, Terpsichore' says­

that Rheslls- shall not go down to the lap of- earth, but that 

she- will d~mandhim of- Pgrsephone as' a friend of" Orruneus-. 

He shall not into ffiar~i1' s' dark lap ~o d011n; 

11th such strong crying will I pray Hell's' Queen, 

Ohild'; of- Demeter Lady of' Eartn J s' increase, 

fo ~rant his' soul release. My debtor is' she' 

To show,that yet she' honours' Orphens' friends~ 

In the Relen, 11. 968-?4, Menelaus calls on Hades' for aid. 

o Ha~es~ on thy championship I call, 

Who has~ welcomed many dead, for Helen 1 s' sake 

Slai~ by my swor~: thou hast them for thine hire. 

Or ~ive them back ·with life's' breath filled. again, 

Or thou constrain this' maid to show her worthy 

Of- a ~ood sire, and render back my wife. 

In the Electra, 1. 6?7, Ores~es and his' sister invoke ~arth~ 

alon~ with the heavenly gods 7 to heln them in their under­

taking. 

o ffiarth, 0 Quee~~ on whom I lay mine hands~---etc. 

In the Ofces'tes' it, is- sa.id" in 1. 619, that Electra has' ur~ed. 

Oreates' on by telling him of' the nether ~ods" a.n~9r a~ainst 
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Ae~is-thus"·. 

fellin~ how Gods" of" the Underworld abhorred 

Aegisthus--

In th.e Hsraoleidae-, Macaria. is' sacrifioed to Persephone .. 

In 11. 5CO ff-. she offers' herself'. 

Myself~- I wait no biddin~, ancient--- am 

Ready to d~e~ and yield me to be' slain. 

The sacrifice is' accepted, and she is' led away to death. 

In the Supplices~ ll~ 16-8, the Thebans' are refusing to 

honour the laws" of" the ~ods' by ~ranting the bodies of" the 

Argive chiefs burial. 

The mothers nON of these, 

The s~ear-slain, fain would lay them in the ~rave, 

Whereirom the victors- let them, and refuse 

The corps-es"" setting the Gods"' laws" at nought. 

'J:be' sons' are nO!1l outcasts" in Hades". 

Who are' outcasts" now in Hades", being tombless". 

In the Alcesti~" _Death.enters- in person at "~. 23~ and be~ins­

to speak at 1. 28, threatening Apollo if- he- dares- try to 

snatch AloestisJ from him. He goes' on to s~eak in the same 

s-train f01? some time, and .declares" that he obtains" Et better 

priz-e and greater- honour in the- dea th o:fi: the youn~ than in 
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that of-' bile old. 

Yet mine' the ~oodli9r prize when die the' youn~. 

4pollo endeavQ~rs' to deter him by ~romisin~ him richer 

offerin~s' if- he delays' till Alcestis is' old, but without 

effeot. De a. th finally declares'-7 in spi te of' Apollo r s' 

threats~ that. Alcesti~ is' already consecrated to the' 

nether gods~ and must accompany him to the world below. 

This' woman iown to Hades" halls' shall pass~ 

For her I ~d: my sword shall seal her our~: 

F0r consecrated to the netner ~ods-

Is' every head whose hair this' sword hath shorn. 

In 11. 252-5~ Alcestis' says" that she already sees" Oharon 

awaiting her. 

I see- the boat with the oars' twin-sweeping, 

And~his" hand on the pole as' in haste aye' keeping, 

Oharon the ferryma.n oalleth., JlWhat ho" 70ilt t·hou linger 

and lin~erV? 

Hasten,--- 'tis- thou dost delay me!" he orieth with 

oeckonin~ f~n~er~ 

In 11. 258 ff~ Death is' now haling her ~o the~ world· of~ 

snadows". 

Ons' haleth me-- haleth me hence to the" mansion 
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Of~ the' deadJ~ dos·t thou mark not t'he darkling 

expansrion 

Of- the- TJinions" of- Hades'7 the blaze of- his" eyes- r nea th the ir 

caverns· out-glaring?' 

What woulds1; 1;hou?'-- Onhand- me! .- In anguis'h and· pain by 

what path am I farin~! 

In 11.843-5, Heracles' says" that-he- will find Death beside 

the' 'tomn 7 drinkin~ the' funeral offerin~s-, and tha.t he- ~7ill 

attaQk him there. 

I ~o. ~'he"sable-ves1;ured Kin~ of" Oorpses", 

Death" will I watch for 7 and shall find, I traw, 

Drinkin~ the- death~~rau~ht- hard beside- the tomb. 
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Aft~r her return from the' grave Alcesti~ must remain'speech­

less" until.her consecration to the nether gods' is" revoked. 

Tbis" would· be on the third day. 

'Ti~ not vouohsafed thee ySt to hear her voice, 

Ere to the . Powers' beneath the' earth she- be 

Unoonsecrated, and ~he- third day come. 
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Juno opens- the Heroules· Furens' of' Seneca by callin~~ 

with some preliminary~ upon all th~ nether deities~- Dis~ 

cord, Strife, Orime~ Impiety, illrror and Madness· bein~ 

summoned as· persons· of' great importance' in the' lO:/fer ~41orld. 

IJl 11. 658 ff-. ;rhese'us-, .about to narra te the- deeds' of' 

himsel~ and BercuIes" in the lower world~ invokes· the' 

protection of" the Ohthonic Gods· lest his· s~eech be ir­

reverent'. 

You I invoke, ye' gods' who rule the world, 

An~ thee, the ruler of· tne realm of' shades~ 

And thee· whom, snatched from Enna, all in vain 

fhy mother sought. 0 grant that I may sneak 

Truly of' hidden things· concealed in earth. 

This~ considering that his' journey to Hades' had been under­

taken solely to .aid .Pirithous" i~ oapturin~ Persephone, 
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would seem to indioate that the nether ~ods' mi~ht be more 

tolerant than was' popularly supposed. His desoription ~f· the' 

lower re~ions and· their rulers' is' much too lon~ for Quota­

tioQ~ In 11. 1221 ff~ Hercules~ oeing made· aware of- his' 

orime',. oalls' on all the ohthonic ~ods· to hide him. 

In the Medea~ 11. 9-12, the heroine calls· on the Dusky 



Realms', the ~hosts~ and upon Pluto and Persephone. 

Ohaos" of" night eternal; realm opposed 

To the' celestial powers~-abandoned souls; 

King of' the" d~~ky realm; Persephone--

In 11. 57'1-8., she' invokes" Hecate T goddess' of' 11itcilor3f't,a's" 

she·be~ina ~o prepare the poison fnr the' robe which she' is" 

to present toOreusa. 

Gome' at· my invocation, star of" ni~ht-I 

Endued with form most horri~la, nor threat 

With s~ngle face, thou three-formed dei~y! 

In l~. 7?O ff~ she offers" her horrid mixtures' to Henate' in 

return for her~asBis~anee~ 

Hers I pay to thee 

On altars' made of" tur~ and red ~ith blood 

fhese- solemn rites~ 

In the Hippolytus", 11. 1201 ff".,' "rnes'eus" ca.lls· on the lower 

world to receive him again, since his' return to earth has' 

brought nothin~ but disas~er. 

o jaws' of" pale Avernus'and ye caves' 

Of" Taenarus~ ye waves' of' Lethe's' stream, 

So welcome to the' wretched, sta~nant feris~ 

Hida y~ the' wretohed one~ with endlesw woe~ 

O'erwhelmI 
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In the Oedipus' the pla~ue in Thebes: is" hetgbtened by the 

f'everisll fi.re' of" Phle~ethon i ta-elf-. 

;fhe Phle~ethon 

Has' changed its' course, and with Sldonian stream~ 

!he Styx is' mingled. 

Ce'rberus' too has' ap})3ared on the earth. 

Ifis' said the dog of" hell haa burst his' ohains~ 

For~ed of" Taenarian iron, and now haunts' 

Our country. 

Havin~ a~ len~~h learned of~ his' unwitting crime, Oedinus' 

calls' upqn the· gods' of' the' lower world to receive him and 
~-

punish him with their direst ills~ 

lEarth, openl Prince of' Darkns'ss", king of' .shades·r 

Take back to shades' fartarean the' fate' 

That overthrows' the laws of lineage! 

In the Tbyestes~ 11. 1006 ff~, the hero calls' on E~rth to 

yawn 'Hide and .en~ulf· his' kin~dom beneath Hades' itself'. 

Earth, ope thy prisons' wide on every s'id'e; 

If' under Tartarus:, below the place'. 

Where· dwell our kinsmen~ rests' a lower deep--

In the Hercules· Oetaeus', 11. 940 ff-. 7 the unhappy peiane-ira 

calls- on Hades' to punish her as' mortal never Wa.rs- punished 
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'rhs' foregoin~ chauters- Dear strikin~ and indubitable 

wi'tne-ss- to "the- importance of- disembodied -s-pirit-s' in the 

very a.otion of- olassical drama. If- the- motifs- of- these 

plays' are examined~ the influence of' these' powerful phan­

toma will be felt to be- even stron~er. 

In four of' the- extant plays- of- Aeschylus~ tne catas~ 

trophes' or series' of" catastrophes- may be directly traced 

to the r9ven~e' of" a spirit. The Seven A~ainst fhebes' is' the 

outcome of' Oedipus" curse 'upon his' sons-;~nd the tragedies~ 

formin~' the Orests-ia tr-aoe successively the ven~eance of' 

Thyeste~~ of- A~amemnori, and of' Olytaemnestra7 upon their 

foes" of" their own household. The other three plays' are 

exceptions- to this' rule from the tact that in· them ~be 

direct action 'of' the Gods' themsslves is' so paramount- that 

there ig no room for other supernatural influence. illven S07 

muoh of- ~he Persae is' taken UP with the invocation o~· the 

sJirit. of- Dareius~ ostensibly for information. The ~host_ 

however when it does ,rise- offers' little or no assis~ance 

beyond revealing the reaaons' for the- disas~ers- to the aoun­

try+- eternal law~ violated and working retribution. 

In So-phocles-- the s-ame-- promine-dce of- supernatural in:-
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finenoes- is- at. once· ev-ide·nt •. With the exception of- the' Philoc­

te'tes-~ which is the working out of' an anoient pr'ophe'cy, the; 

Aias~, ~Thioh is- the' action of~ Athena a~ainst the enemy of- her 

favourite OdYS:S6US:~- and the 'rraohiniae, which is- the work 

of- Hera, the plays' of- SODhocles.- a18'0 are ooncerned !Hi th the' 

reveug9, mar.s or less- del3.yed, of' d.ead men. The Eilectra re­

lates' the' reven~e of" A~amemnon upon Olytaemnestra and Ae~is'thus'. 

The' Oedipus' Rexdeals' with the fulfilment of- the ourse 

against the line of' Laius-, and 11ith Laius· t own private 

ven.~ea.noe upon his-.murderer. The' Oedipus' Ooloneus'- con~ 

tinues- the', curse· unon illteocles' and Polynsices', and all 

the action of- 'r'heseus' is due to his' consideration of" the 

benefita to accrue to his' city from the shade of- Oedi~ 

PUS~ The' same ourse of· gedipus' upon his' children is' worked 

out to its.- final fulfilment in the Antigons, alon~ with 

that pronounced a~ainst Greon. And even in the Aias~ al-

thou~h, as' has'. been observed, the direct a.ction is' that· 

of- Athena, there' ts' more than El hint in a remark of-· ·reuoer 

tha.'t Aias· r fate is due' to the workin~ of' Hec"tor t s· ghost. 

Euripides- has' less' to do with ~hosts- as- rS31 influ­

ences". He- is- more' inclined to the introduotion of" very 

human ~ods- into his- dramas'. Ne'vertheless' s.ince" his- sur~ 



vivin~ plays' 'Poss-ess' so ~reat numerioal advantage' over 

those' of- his' predece:ssors', he too aff'ords" more than one 

eX8.pl~ of' a similar theme~ The Hecuba owes· its' calamities' 

to the· demands" of' the s1)irit of' Achillesf, and much of" its­

pathetio effect to the· restles-s·ness· of- the ~host of- Poly,., 

dorus~ It is' doubtful how· much of' the Helen is· traceable· 

to the influenoe of" the spirit of' Proteus·j 'rhe !Electra 

and the: Orestee" deal, o~ course·, with the vengeance-seek­

in~ s-pirits' of- A~a;memnon and Olytaemnes-cra, res-psctively. 

fhs' HeraQleida~ would. not be a tra~edy at all but fur the 

demand of" the Queen of' Shades" that a maiden be· sacrificed 

to her as' the· price of- victory for the Athenian arms~ The 

Phoenissae· carries· out Oedipus" ourse: and the Supplices" 

onl,V aVOids" the- hauntin~ sl)irits' of" the dead ohieftains· 

by finally, and with oonsideraole trouble for all concerned, 

~ran~in~ theirbodi9S" Durial. 

Seneca,' S" -plays" borrow these influences', alo'ng 'Ni th 

their plots~ fr·om the Greeks-. 'file ~host of" Tantalus"r- dri:"'T 

ven by the' ·~ur.v evoked by the curse· CIf· Myrtilus"~ dominates' 

the· ·l!hyes"t9s·. 'J:ilat of- fhyes:tes' directs· events· in the A~a­

memnon. In the· Tr·oa.Cl.eEr~. the ghos"ts" of· Polydorns- and· Achil­

les" are' not alone, but share their place in the play with 
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that of" Beator. In the Oedipus' the fate of" the unha~py 

krng is' more' direotly the' doin~ of" his" father's" spirit 

than is the· ease in the; treatment of" the same- subject by 

the' Greek tra~9dians-. In the' Medea-7 even, the' ven~eance+ 

dema.ndin~ wra.iths" of the heroine:fs" f3ther and brother a.re 

foroes" to be reckoned with. The' Octavia, bein~ written so 

much af~er the manner of" Seneca, exhibits the same traits~ 

There is" even a sort of" double hauntin~, 30 to s~eak--

A~rilJ:pina J g' ghost,. taking ven~eanceJ upon her gon, is" in 

turn harassed' by the' spirit of- her husband, whom she has-

mu.rdered·. 

It is" interesting to observe- how the inf-luenoe of' 

s""p~ri"ts' is- made .much more 9ffl~otive in most of" the' clas .... 

sical tra~edies- by the fact that ghosts themselves· apDsar 

on the sta"9' with comparative rareness~ and that in suoh 

play~ as' dO thu~' present· them, tt is' by no means' invari-

ably thos~ who make their appearance whose' influenoe' is' 

mos-& . powe~ful. 'rbe" apparition of' Dareius" in the' Persae', 

f~r example, is" solemn and very striking from the point 

of" view of' seenia effect·; out he"-contributes· nothin~' .direct-

11 or indireotly to ~he' action of' the' p~ay. On the' other 
:' 

_ hand:,· tha.t of" Olytaemnestra in the' Eumenides" is- at once· 



felt to possess' an apDallin~ power, and tbis' effect is' 

hei~htened by her appearanoe' on the' s~a~e~ 

~oPhOCle~.never brin~~ ~host~ upon his staq~ at all-­

due',. perhsns', to the' fact that while' his' plota" deal ~1i th 

the carryin~ out of" ~hostly reven~es' there i~ always" suf~ 

ficient cause in the characters' o~ the' humans' of' whom he' 

writes' for the events~ indepsndent of' s~iritual ones~ 

'file ~host of" Polydorus', in IDuripides"' Hecuba" is" lit-

tle' less' than a p)Jay-bill-1- a news1)aper-~host., as" Vau~ha.n' 

terms' him. The pathetic effect o~ the appearance' of' her 

son's' oody to Hecuba, however, is' hei~h~ened OJ the as~ 

suranes' of" its' Dein~ no mere' COinCidence, thou~h the dra-

matie effeot is' possibly lessened. 

Seneca's' ~hosts' are the most ~hostly of' all: in fact 

he is" a master of' horror, thou~n to a modern mind his' piled~ 

U·D a~onies' Decome li t·tls· more or less' than a bore. His' 

~host of' Laius' is' evoked in th9 mos~ fri~htful manner, 

and fully comes' ·up to the' eX.pectations aroused by the- cir-

oumstanoes' heraldin~ .its' approach. His' ~host of' 'J?hyestes' 

su~~ests" by the manner of' i~s' appearance that it comes" at 

the' en~ of" a previous~ play rather' than~t the" beginnin~ 

of' this-- a play in which it has' baken all ttte action. 
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His' ~hos,,' of' Tanta.lus' is- pa.rtly "tormen'ted.and partly tor­

menting. Both these s'Pirits-~ appearing as· they do in the 

opening scenes' of' their respsGtive plays', at once make 

clea~~hat the- events' to follow are' under their direction. 

The' dramatic effeot is' somewhat similar to that caused by 

"the- ,apparition of' Caesar in Shakes-peare"s' play; the'latter 

however· i~ much superior beaausB the· ~host comes' after it~ 

influence' has' been inoreasin~ly felt and not- before' it has' 

had· a chanoe to be displayed~ Seneca however had not the 

art of' leavin~ anythin~ to the' ima~ination of' his'- audience'. 

So th~ Gh6st developed~ to become' still .. more prominent 

in the' lit9ratu~e; of-the' RenaisBance~ and die- a lin~erin~ 

death. in the' centuries" succeedin~ .• Modern drama is' inclined' 

to i~nore' him~ for "the most part. It will nqt'oe surprising~ 

however, i~ he makes' his' reappearance" at some futnre date~ 

fres'fl from his· lon~ 'repose', and. armed ~lith all the· resour­

oes' of' modern psycholo~y. Such an apparition will throw into 

the' shad.e' all hi.s· pred90essors~ stno6' modern research '11i11 

provide him with a..complex pers'anality and, he" \'1111. have 

means' at his' disposai hitherto undreamed-;,of~. And after one 

~11mps'e' a.t his' q-ualities' and .JlOssibilities·, we· sha.ll probably 
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turn with a sigh of" reli9f~ even as· Tantalus' would fain 

have' turned back to Hades" from the ~ury who appalled 

him, to the more familiar and far more' comfortable' 

Shades' of- Olass.ioal 'rradsd rr • .., .1 
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