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Nos, ubi dicidimus,
Quo pius Aeneas, quo dives Tullus et Ancus,

Pulvis et umbra sumus.



SUPEBNATURAL INFLUENCES IN CLASSICAL IRAGEDY.

"Sunt aliquid mansst letum non omnia finit,

Luridagus evictos effugit umbra rogos."

.50 sang Propertius in an 232 when men had forsotten
the untroublsed simple acceptance of the supsrnatural
that Homer's heroes knew, and the noblsr steadfast
faith in the final vindication of risht against wrong,
that Aeschylus sang;- in an ags when ounly his own dreat
‘passionate heart insistently demanded an after lifs
for his besloved dead, that it misht still adors her
memory when hersslf had left him. Whether he really
believed- that Cynthia awaited him amond the shadows,
or whether his tired troubled mind only. sndsavoursd
to comfort its=lf with vain fond memoriss of his lost
love, will never now be known: at all evenis,.ip was
not long afterwards that he too bade farewell to the
world,- and joined the "wan shadows” of whom he had sung,
And whether .in search of comfort, or whether in
dr=ad of danger, from the world of the unseen to which

ke is continually sndeavouring to pierce, man's rest-



less imagination.has striven ceaseslsssly, all down the
centuries, to build up for its=1if an imadse of a lif=s
in the realm of disembodied spirits; refusing, alike
in its greatest simplicity and its dreatest sophis=
tication, to believe that "no life lives forever,"

As pesrsistent, too, has bsen his conviction that these
spirits, freed from the limitations and trammels of
the body, return to the scens of their former life,
there to haunt those whom they have loved or hatad,

or thoss who ars bound to tham oy soms more mysterious,
more subtle tis; and to take a rfar more important, be-
causz at the same time more unHampersed and more un-
percsived, part, in the human affairs that ssem to

go on without them.
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In the 2im far ages bzfore Homer lived 2nd sazng
of the heroes with whosz desds the world was rinsing,

men fzar=sd the pale intangibles phantoms that wer
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eased by ths darknsss, 10 roam, bodiless and ghostly,
ovar the still ssrtn while the living slept. Yho could
say what was bdb=2ingd wroudgay oy thes= invisibls asents
who, set fre=z now from the hindrance of ths body,
flitted 2t will throush bparred doors and over lofty

othing and 20 onz could stay in thsir
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ceurs=? Cas saw them only sometimss in drsams, whan nis

own spirit wanisrzd 2way ror 2 time; but always, after

the sun had sunk besn=ats th "
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could f=el t
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haunting oresesncss pedovling tns 2ir aboutr aim witn
awful nalf-s=2n imadges and wisrd unsartnly sounds.
Assuredly thay must bz i1nfinitely more powerful than

2ir movem=nts.

3
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the livins who could not evsa psrcsive.t
What unlimited powzsr for vengdeance they must possass!

And at tihz thousht ths man who had wrongsd the dsad
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startad up in suddsn terror, the mo rea2d bscause

C Disrcs
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w
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no visiple imasose met hig signt as hAe strov

the darkness and find out the fesarsome taing that



iloat=sd just beyond his reach, yet abls to take anim
in its grip 2t will-- aple, doubtlsss, to inflict con
him torturss undrsamsd- of befors,

5ut perhaps——

A sudden glsam of hops relaxsd the hold of the

de2dly f=zar that bound him.

(05}
l-.)
-]
~
[
s
w0
O
1)
e
v
)
-
£
w

could persuads thz 3T2ra spirit o rsturn bensath the
aarth, whithar he nad feondly thougint To consisn it

0
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along with its body. Sursly hs could do som=tning
atons for his sian, to propitiats ths vendsance-demanding
gyraith that hzuni=d his p=dside and banishsd sleep
Blood—- doudbtless blood would satisfy its claims; and
7hat master if it wars nst his o¥n blood? e would
yisld it doudbls, tripls m2asurs: nay, blood 2 hundrs
fola should thz spirit have to s=2te2 its avengings thirst.
Food zlso, if haply in its =a2rthly wandsrinss it ra-
guired earthly nourishment. d2 w7ould do mors-- a2 would
build it an =21tar and pay his duzs tnsreon 25 $0 2 3od.
Psraaps the spirit mes 3 303 new-— 7ho could ©=11? Y=t
what honour hz could rsander it would nevar coms amiss,
And so his nishtmars-riddsn spirit was scothesd,. and

he slept again.



Not far off, perhaps, anothsr man too was lying
restlsss in the dark. His conscisnce was clear: no
crime against the livins or the dezad could be laid
to his charge; y=2t slsep was far from his pilloyw.
Surely it could not b2 all coincidence! Thesz persis=

h=sse sud-

tent misfortunss that dossed his foot

ot

t2ps,

]

dsn calamitiss tnat dsscended upon him utierly withous
warning, overwhelming nim in hovslessness—— must therse
not o= soms palaful influsncs dirsctins thair malis—

nant opnsraticns? Ah, he ramsmo

L

r2d—-- he had it now!
Ysars aso, 3s”a littls child, he haia listensd 28 hs
33t a2t his wmother's knes to hspr talss of his mighiy
ancestors,., Lisht and shadow chassd ons another swiftly
over the picturzs as shs painted tham ons by one bz-
fore his sadger imagination. This man had carvad out

a kingdom by his high prowess: this had gainsd wealth
by his wises and peneficent rule, and gone in peace

to his well-sarned rest. But this-- 2h, had not this
man in his hasty andgesr at some youthful fault, in-
voked a curss upon his own son and all his posierity?

This crusl tide of misfortune could bps but ons thing—-

the dreadful curse was pzaring its harvest. His zncestor

3%



himszlf, a spirit now and no longsr bound by the fatters
that restrain the living, was directing the fulfilmsan

of those potent words of his, uttzred so long ago. Doom
stared the hapless wretch in the face.

But—— what did the ghostly phantom really desire?
Would not th= dzath of otnsr victims satisfy his horrid
craving? Might not the unhappy man who now toss=d slssp-
lessly to and fro, win for hims2lf and his children

recdom from this f=zarful influsncs, by =sndesavouring

e

vith what raverent off=rings

»

12 mighyv, tO propitiate

the spirit that was wreaking such dire navoc? Surely

hiz could bus try. Slood-- a2l y=3, blood apove all would
doubtl=sss be accsptable: the plood of the Toss of 2is
houses must be swast To the d=2ad man: ths blood of sheep
and oxen, when the humans wesre not availabls, might ssrvs
to glut his appstite for awnils. So the tossing form on
the couch grsy guistar, and at l2ngth sank 1o slesvp.

The altars wars pbuilt, thz sacrificss made, Fesar
czased continuzlly to hauant the bedsides of msn who felt
szcure by reason of doing all their imadination could
suggsst to lull ths ghosts to slzep. Then one day another

man had a sudden thousht. Hard prsss=sd by his foss, he

Oy
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nis ancestor, If such offzrings z2p
#rath, misht not further szacrifices actuzlly enlist

its 2id? Yhat mioht not 2 man do, with a powerful spiris
or TWo on hig sids? At oncs he s=1 =sverythins in ordsr.
Nothing was to be spared taat could opegsiply dive honour
or pleasure to Tthe departed soul. 411 that the mind of

man could daviss was dons 1o pay homase to tne manzs of

[®)

that particular ancestor whoss 2id a2 implorsi. After all

trene not to manif=st soms practical apprsciation of ths
devotion of its d=sscendant. Of courss thsrs was zalways
the doubt, only to D2 solved by ths event, as to 7astasr
one had really fulfilled everything that the spirit might
ragquire, But usuz2lly ths chancs was worth taking.

And as the functions of disembodisd spiriss increassd

wip personalitiss in varisty. Instzad

tey -

in number, so did T
of hims=lf =xecuting vengsance on 2 still livins foe,

the ghost might command ths ssrvicss of drsad cresatur
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known as Bumsnidss-- 3 pracautionary suphemism for the
most frightful phantoms men have ever imaginsd. Other

similar apparitions bsgdan to takse definite shapz in mea's



minds—- almost befors their very eyess., Various fiends and
demons, sometimes helpful, sometimess baleful, now
impartially carrying out the courss of justics, now
merely serving the caprice of some god, or thsir own,
peoplsd ths lowsr world with 2 teemins mulvitude that
must have crampsd considsrably ths living accommodations
of the mers d=sad.

Moreovar, such 2 povoulation could not bs left without
rulees, They must have 2 king. Very wsll, lst us sst

Pluto ever ths realms of darknsss. His countsnancse it-

9}
.

s21f shall bps dark and vsry terridbls, his sway relent-
less and ruthlessly just. But must not 2van so fsarful

a bzinc possess a consort? Who mors fitting than the
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arsephonz shall bs Quszar
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daushtsr of ths Marviz-Co

£

of the Lowsr %orld, thsreforz, and snare with Pluto the
rule over ths dsad.

In due tvime various 2s3sistants =z2nd subordinats
wers found, and saca fittsd inte his own particular
groove, Tne agministration of justice. became aamirable,

Yen who durino thsir lifetims had bdesn outstanding sx-

3

amples of wickedness, bscams t2rrinle sxamples in the

lowsr world. Men who on the othsr nhand had outshone their



fellows in couragde and all the nobls virtuss, livsd a
happy and carsfree, if somewhat uselsss, sxistence in

Zlysium,

b
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he great massss+—- thosz who whils upon =arth
had drifted to and fro on the misty flais—— was it
a prscaution 20ainst over-population, ons wondars,.

that caus=sd them to drink 2 compulsory drausht of dor-

Ja

stfulnsess 2nd rsiurn oncs mors to the =arth? This atg
any rate 7AS the manasr in whicn they wsrs dispos=d of,
Ons's own ancesiors, of courss, wars of f£2r t00.much
importance to be coamprehended ia this last class, so
that ons must continue to pay them due honour at their
Tomos.

Gradually, therefore, tnsre srsw up an 3xt2nsive
Chtnonic cult, quits apart from the worship of the
Olympian deities, who misnt not interizars with it in

i
do

ne gods of the n2ther world claimsd thsir own

any way.
sacrifiices, their own obs=srvancses, tasir o4n trioutss——
sxsrcised their own funotions, and wislded their own

most powerful sway.
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The worship of ths dead, tvhus dradually developing,
acguir=2d in time an slaborats and carsiul ritual, at-

t2ndzad to with the most minuts absarvance. Offerin

183

8
for various purposss containsd definite ingradisnts,
ware poursd out ian a-csrtain prescribsd mannsr, and ac-
companisd by recognizaed formulas of spesch. All tas
features of thig ritual ware sxXtremely important and

. . -

must b2 carrisd out to the lsitter.

A
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cersmeonizss began, logically snough, with the
purial of ths d=2ad man, Th2 body was dispossd cf in
the customary way-- orisinally oy pburial, later by cre-

mation; ths ashes in this latusr cass besing carsfullg

]

sathered up and s=3led in 20 urn, w7hich was in its turn
deposited in ths tomb. Tomds wsre sither buils or carvsd
out of tns solid rock.

Uongidsr for sxawpls tThe mann2r in whicn ths funer-
al of Patroclus was carried out by Achilles. After tak-
ing immediate veangeance on Heector for having slain his
friend, Achilles was approached during the nisht oy the
soul of Patroclus, who demanded instant burial. In ths

morning, thersfors, the followsrs of Achilles marchsd

10



out in solemn procession, carrying the dead warrior.
Havind shearsd off locks of their hair, thsy laid thess
upeon ths body, which they thsn wrappsd in the fat of
ox=2n and shasp, whos2s 4=23ad zarcasses ¥arse 1aii alons-
sids. Cil and honsy wers next poursd out over ths 42333

man., After this nis four norsss and two d08s wsrs slain,

Jrred

alons with tw=2lvs cantive Trojan youths; and al

g2

o
(1)

burnt in ths pyre thait consum=2d tas bcdy O Patroclus.

=
fomr
i....J
i

ight the firs purnsd, 224 all nignt Acnilles poured
cut dark off=srinds of wine upon tihs sartih, calling tas
wnlls upon the soul of his friead, Ta2 next moraians as
sxtinouisnsd the rfirs with tns wins; 2ad, nhaving ra-

versnsly dather=sd up The asass or Patroclus, 2sncloszd

3urial wasg very necz2ssary for the saks of tas
iead, who, until thnzir bodiss ¥ers taus dispoeszd o,
wandered nomslsss upon the shores of 3tyx, vainly =o-
izavourins to find pest in sither world. Still more,

howaver, was it nscessary for the saks of the living,

©
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whose minds ¥ere 0y LO WmSans q7nile any orecautions
remained untaken to conlins th2 ghost strictly to its

proper sphers. Cremation, of course, was from this poins

11
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of view decidedly the safzr alternative. Should the
spirit rsturn, 5y any chance, %G the upper air, it would
not find a handful of ashes attractive as a habitation,
even a temporary ons. Lhe destruction of the body,
therefore, removed ons instrument from the rsach of

any dhost inclined té caprice., Besides, the phantom,
providsd by ths purial rites #ith 2 propsr homs in ths
underworld, would b2 most uareasonable to attsmpt TO
leave it, and must i2 that cas2 be dzalt with more dip-

>

lcomatically. A f=2w judicious offsrin

Jo

S, a permansng
altar, and ceremonices indicativs of sufficient rever-
ence, and carrizd out with sufficisnt =slaboration,
should b= smoush o lay any dhost. Such tomb-altars,
with traces of the rituals oos2rved in coansction with
them, have b=ssn unesarthsd in ancient Mycenae, and oear
gitness to the hidh stads oI devslopment which tais
form of worship attained.

As to the nether gods, who nz2d come TO assumsS 8O
much of the dignity, so many of ths functions and powsrs,
of the dsad, thsir worsnip grsw by lsaps and pounds.
Reverence for them became so profound that men darsd

not =ven nams them opsnly, puv resorted to 211 mannsre



of euphemisms when referring to tnem. Special cults
known as "Mysteries™ grew up and developed with amaz-
ing rapidity. The sescret of their ritual was clossly
guarded, and initiates were promis=d dreat and spl3n-
did privilesss in the future lif=s. Ths principal
"ysieriss® were tne Orpnic z2nd the Hleusinian,

Witn thess Mysteriss taers was soon associated
the worship of Dionysus, who eventuzlly alacst supplant-
ed the otvher deitiss. Witn him came Hecatz, Quezn of the
#itches, follow=d by a cr=w of souls who had not o2sn
given propsr reverancs in opurial, w¥ho had pbsen.violznt~-
ly slain, or whc had died prematurely. These spirits,
vpeing thus unable T0 rest, w=rs borne on the winds of
the wind aloas with ths Joddess and her hounds, bear-
ins calamity in their train, Nightmares, madnsss, 2pi-
lepsy, apparitions, and ill dreams, followsd in their
wake., Histress of magic, her votaries on earth posssss-
sd colossal powesr, 3pscial sacrificss wers thersfore
off=red to ner.

Altogetnsr, the worship of tas various chthonic
deities and gpirits assumped far gresater importance than

that of the Olympians. As these latter gdods becams mors

13



human, so did their dark countarparts in Hades acguire
more awful and mors supsrnatural attrioutss. What was
considered their dus, what their powsr, what their mannsr
of lif=, what the nature of their activity, in the writ-
ings of the great classical tragedians, bscomes now

niereste.

fde

the obj=ct of

14
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¥irst may be coasidered the Curass, which had comse
to assume personality sufficisnt to 2xact vandsancs or
airsct other powsrs in so doing. Oncs callsd into being
by man or god;, a2 Curse might act sither on its own inig-
iative, or subject to thz cne who had invoked itv. It
might, on ths other hand, be appeassd, if it had been
originally directed against oneszlf.

In ths works of Asschylus Curses are very consig-—

sods themsslvses. W2 may first 2xamine Cursss in action,
which have besn previously iavoked.

In the Seven Aszinst Thebss, ths whols plot of courss
is part of the Osdipus-cycls, the disasirous fate that
overtakss thz whols houss of Laius, who has murdsered ths
son of Pelops and oeen cursed thsrefor. But this curss
has been succsedsd by otasrs; and ths ons actually opsr-
ating in this play is that pronounced by Usdipus against
his two sons. It is specifically mentioned by Wteocles
in lines 895~7, 2s urding him on to slay his orothsr and
be slain himsz1lf,

Cruslly near in kin, my fatasr's curse,



Clos=z on fulfilment, with dry toarless look
T=1lls of things mors dssirsd than desath's delay.

It has ealled into play a demon of vengsance (709).
¥ats ragss, for the curse of Osdipus

om2 9 ripens=ss,

[t
2
Q

Curses ars very potent, says tas Chorus in 11, 788-8.

#hen dawns the fats-appoinizld iday,

The agsd curss is nard to allay.

Cnce hesre, destructicn rides not past

Till thoss are fallen obensath ths plagt——23tl.
In 11, 833-4 the curs=z or Osdipus is 2Jazin msationsd by
the Cnorus as naving cesn fulfillsd in the desath or his
sons.,

O frausat with Jloon

A}
wilrs

of the sire upon tne racs fulrilleal!

W

¥itn horror 2t my h2art my veins ars chillsd.
Apnd again in 1l. 893-4.

3 curss of naddening powsr, dirsctins Dlow for blow!
In 11. 951-3 ths cursss are guite psrsonified, and ars
pictured as singing a song of triumph over tas ruin they

have wroudght.

16
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AT thes last
A troop of cursss shrilled the pattle-shout
Putting the race t0 a perpetual rout.
In the Choevphoros, 1ll. 892-6, a curss is once mors spoken

of 2s bsind in action. This of coursz has been inhsrited

4y

by tne housz of Tantalus.,

0 ill-averied curse upon this houss,

How like 2 kite hast thou descrisia our lambd,

How Yike an archer piercsd him Ifrom afar,

hen szeming 1ail within a psacsiul fold!

Curs=s ar=2 invoked upon various psrsons, usually
cne's snemiss, but sometimes onssslif, in a aumosr of
instancss. In thz Choszpnoros, 1ll. 405-9, Orsstss solsmn-
1y cz2lls on the Cursss to0 2id in the work of vsndsance
for Adamsmnon'’s deatn.

YWhere in your po¥er To sSavse,
Lords of the grave?

0 cursz, of endless misag,
¥rcp lips.long lost to 1lishg,

1Y
[t}

W

, last of Atrsus' racs,
Izplore thy drsadful dracs,

Reft of our halls, and outlaw=d from our right.
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Attempis, more or lsss successful, to propitizte cursss
also occur. In the Seven Against Thebes, 11l. 89-73,
Bteocles prays the curse, which he id=2ntiries with ths
vengsanes it rouses, to stay its hand,

Z=us, Barth, ye Juardizn deitiss, and thou

4&‘

Migntiest of all for ill, curss of my sirs,
Xtirpate not with ravage of the fos

¥y country, 1 =ntrsat you; sparzs her fall!

Destroy not homes where Grecian voicas sound.

Phne same identification is made in 1), 700-1, oy the
Oherus, who advise nim to offer sacririzss to appsas:s it.
The Eripnys-storm shall lsave tay nome and land
%hen Heaven hath fres-yill ofiif=zrinds Irom Thy hand.
Other instances where curses occur, wn2rs they ars 21itasr

identifisa witn Furiss or actuatins tassz, 7ill bz con-

sid=r=zd later
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iv

In ths tragedies of Sophocles cursss have also their
mission to fulfil., 1a the Oedipus 23x, 1ll. 90 £f., the
curse on bLaius' murdsrar is said to bs causiang all ths
national distress. In the same play, 11l. 417-9,Tzi-
resias tells Osdipus,

Yza, like a twy-lashsd scourgs, tay mothar's curse

And sire's, drsad-rfocted, shall from this land chass

Th=2, who look'st now oan light, on darknsss then!)
In 11, 744-5, 0O=dipus pegins o0 I=el the acrror of his
oWn Curss upon 2im,

ioe's mel messems that into curses drsad

I have but now unwittins thrust myself!
de blames nons but himss1lf, out toey arse not the less
potant for that, ns declarss in 1ll. 819-20.

¥sa, 'twas none,

Save I, that laid thess curses on myselr!
Crne Antisone opsns witn the declaration 0y tos heroine
that her father's curses are still working out thesir

fulfilment.



Ismene, sister mine, one soul with me,

Tnis know'st thou-— 21l tias Cursz of J=dipus

-

Cn us twain Z=2us fulfilleth ers yo di

w
-

In th

1]

Cedipus Rex, ll. 246-51, Osdipus solemnly cursas
the murderer of Laius and all who 2id him or refuss to
act against hin.

I curs= the murdsrsr—- whethsr sscretly

Alon=z hs did it, or with =zany leagusd,—--

To waste his vils lifz vilely ia ais=sry.

pomd

pray withal that [, if 2

w

tescom

o

Inmate of my hous= with my privity,
¥ay suffer all ths cursz 1 have thrust on thess.
In the Dedipus Colon=zus, 1l1l. 421-2, Czdipus condemns

fteocles and Polynsices o continual strifs, bscauss

tn=2y have s=t personal ambition apovs rilial pievy.

Now the gdods quencia the rire or faivsd f=zud

Betwzen them nsver! cse.
How this curss was fulfillsd is told by Asschylus and Eurip-
ides, and inferrsd oy Sophocles nimsslf in the Antigons.

In the samz play, ll. 864-70, U=dipus calls down

a curse upon Oreson, for depriving aim of his daughters,



Nay, may these Goddessss
Not seal my lips yet, ere I speak this curse—
Thou hast plucked from me, O villain, the sole eye
That s=rved ms for the eyes that once were mine:
Therefore may he,-  the all-beholding god,
The Sun, grant this to thee and all thy line,
To wax old even in such life as mine!
Later in the play, 1l1l. 1375-9, he summons as allies
against Polynsices and Eteoeclss the cursses he had for-
merly pronounced against them.
Thess curses hurled I at you twain erstwhile,
And now 2s mines allies I summon them, .
That y= may so count parenss revserence—-mest, -
And make not light of bsing sons so vile
Of a blind sire.
And he ronews them in 11, 1385-90.
Of vile ones vilest, taks with thee this curse
I call down on thee—- by thy spear to win
Never thy birthland, never to rstura
To Argos' vala, but to be slain and slaysr

6f thine ow%n brother, who hath banished thee.



Thus curs= 1 thee, and call on Hell's bilack night
That fathers'! malisons haunt, to taks thee home!l
The remaining instances in Sophoclss of actuwal cursing
occur in the Philoctetes, in 11, 1035-8, where Philoc-
tetes curses Odysseus,
A curse on youl Y= shall be accurssd, who wrongad
Me, if the Gods for justice care a whit!
and in 11l. 1285-8, where he repesats his curses.,
Psrdition seize you, chiefs of Agresus’ s=ed,

And Lartius?! son, and theel



v
Curses in Buripides are less psrsonific4 and- not

always so =ff=sctive 28 in tne other Gressk trassdizans.

One thinks of them rather as 2 mer:s relisf to ths fzsl-

ingds of thes one who invokss them. Kavertasless in soas
casss hs makes use of them in 2 manner similar to that
of nis drsat predecsssors.,

In the ®lsctra, 1. 1307, Castor dsclarss that tas
curse of their ancestcors was pra2parsd for coth Blsetra
and Orestes,

The curss of your siras sas for tw7ain prepared,

ins in her lstter tars
if he 3llows her to diz in Taurica.

"Bear me to Argos, orothsr, 2re I dis, ——-—-

In ths Phosnissas, 1ll. 17-20, Ioccasta rslatss the curss

pronounced on [aius.
The God spaks:"King of chariot-glorious Thsbes,

Beget not s=zed of sons in Heaven's dsspite.
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If- so thow do, th=se shall thine issue siay,

And 21l thins house zhall wade through seas of blood.”
Oesdipus, she says, (11.87-8), has cursed his sons.

A curss most impious hurled he atv his song,-

That they wmay share their heritage with the sword.
A cursz will also come upon her through Polyneices,-sincse
his bridal was not properly carried out in his own city.

Son, on thy mother falls

Thine alien bridal curse to haunt her evsr.
Thee shall a voice.from Laius' drave accuse.
The spousal torch for thee I kindled never,

As happy mothers usz;

Hor for thy bridal did Ismenus bring thee
Joy of the bath; nor at the entering-in
Of this thy bride did Theban maidens sing thee.
A curse be on that sin,
etC.
In the Hippolytus, 1ll. 887-80, Theseus calls down a

curse upon his son for his supposed outrage of Phasdra.



Father Possidon, thou didst promiss me
Thrse cursezs once. Do thouw with one of these
Destroy my son: may he not 'scape this day,
If soothfast curses thou hast granted me.

The fulfilment of this curse is recorded in 1l. 11686+8.
His proper chariot-team hath dealt him death,
And thy mouth's curses, which thou didst call down

From the Sea's Lord, thy father, on thy son.
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vi

Turning now to the solz tragdedizn of Rome whoss
yorks are left to us, w2 may eXamine the occurrsnce of
curses in the plays of Seneca. These ars of courss chisi-
1y hignly elaboratsd versions of Buripides or Sophoclss,
In the Msdea, 11, 19-28, the azroins calls down 3 curse
upon tias head of dason.

Worses for Jasonr 1 would ask—-
Life! Let him roam in f=2ar tahrousa unkacwn lands,-

An exils, hated, poor, #ithour 2 aom:;

.

gusst aoW too well knowa, let him, in vain,

(47]

eek alisn doors, znd long for me, nis wiisl

And, y=7 a last revenge, 12t aim p232
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Sons liks tasir ratnsr, dauzntars like tasir motasr!

In the Hippolytus, 1ll. 1001-3, Thes=us cursss nis sone.

L=t notv Hippolytus behola again
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day's fazir lisht, ouv l2t the youth o down
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Among the wratnful spiriss of th
And the cursz is duly announcsl as fulfilled.

Alas, alas, Hippolytus is dead!l
In the Osdipus, 1ll. 284 ff., ths king solemnly cursss

the murdsrer of his predscessor Laius.



Srant that hes who slsw the kino
May find no peaceful homs, no houszhold sods,-
Nor hospitabls land. May hs lameat
A shameful marriags, offspringd odious;-
L2t him commit tae crime from which I fled—
%hat worss could it be possibls to wish?
In the Thyestss, the calamitizs coridinats in the fact

that Pelops 223 cursad Atrsus and Taysstes for the murdsr

et

of Ohrysippus. The gdhcst of lantalus opsns tas play,-
pursusd by 2 ¥ury, who calls up curse 2ITsSr CUPS:E upon
nis hous=. Tne passadse is mucn 00 long for quotation;
put she raises 2 vision of such dirs tsrrors that tas
spirit is appall=d, and attsmpts To rush apsadlong dack
1o Hadss; obut is staysd oy tne Zrinnys, who nolds aim
to his allotted task.

Sensca, howsver, is mainly concernsd witn action—--
and setion that lsaves nothing to the imagination. in
his cpinion, thesrefors, cursss ars much better exscutsd
with al) the horrid slaboratiocn bz can deviss, than

mersly pronounced and left to work out their own fulfilment.
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vii

Y¥zxt in order come those spirits known to the
Graeks as Erinnyes or Bumenidss, 223 to the Romans as
furiss. In origin they ars of courss thzs vengsance-—.
seeking gshosts fulfilling the cursss tasy had uttarsd
upon earth. In ths tragsdiss undsr coansidsration thsy
are sometimss identified with cursss and somatimas yita
shosts, Usually, nowever, they are sndowed with distinct
personalities, Their number is ganzrally thres, whoss
namss ars Allecto, Tisiphone, and Mesazra. ln ths Bu-
nenides of Aeschylus, howsver, they are %"a troop", wio
form ths Chorus ani give its titl2 to tae play. Their
action is very prominsnt thAroudshout all classical tra-—
sedy.

In the Promstheus Bound, 1l. 515-8, we are told
that ths Furiss assist the Fatzs in 3uiding Nscessity.

CHO. But who of Dsstiny

Controls the helm?
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PROM. The - triple form,
And unforgstting Furiss,
In the Seven Asainst Thebes, in a passags already rsfer-

red to, ( 1l. 7¢ ff., ), BEteocles identifies them with
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his fathsr's curss, and is followed in this identifi-
cation by the Chorus in 11, 700-1. Peranzps the clsarest
intsrpretation is that the curss is urgins on the Grinnys,

#hicn in turn is driving forward a2 Demon of destruction

In 11, 888-7 Erinnys is said to have fulfilled the curs

tw

of Osdipus.
%211 doth the Fury of Cedipus fulfil

The drsad presasing of a Iather's will.

JQa

In 11, 978-9, the &rinnys ssems to pe identified with
the gnost of O=dipus.
0O snade of O=sdipus, this is thime hour!

0 dark Brinnys, drzadrful is thy power!

D,

Thess avenging powsprs are finally triumphant,

Proui pewers of ruin that nave bdblastad all

¥

i

ne deesply-rooted stock of Laius' racs!
In the Agamemnon, 11. 1582-4, Asgisthus declares that
the doom of Asamemnon has been orougnt about by th2
#rinnyes.
I peshold this man, to my great joy,
Iaid in yon shroud of the HKrinnyss,-
So punished for his father's act of guile.

In the Chosphoroe, 1ll. 281-3, Orsstss says he has b22n



told that he would b2 pursued by the Furies.
And other onseis of the Erinnys-powsr

Hs szid should follow from my father's dsath

+

oa e

If- unavendged by me.
In the sams play, l. 402, the Chorus invoks the Fury
t0 their aid.

Pestruction calls ths Fury from hsr lair

#ith woes on woey d=svair upon despair.
In 1. 924, Clytasmnesira warns nsr son to beware of the

Spirits that shzall avends her,
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dal 'Ware thy motasr's Furiss

8

To this ns replies that ir ne spares her, the Avenders
of his fathsr will dog his footsteps,
How 'secapz 1 my sire's Furiss, i I spars thas’

fiese

In 11. 1048-50, Orestes in ais madnsss psrceives

ct

spirits.
ipl ahl
¥hat srisly troop come yonder in grsy robes,
¥ith Gorgon-faces and thick s=zrpenit-hair
Twisted in writhing coils?

A prief description follows.

30



In the Eumenides,.1l. 46-59,- the prephetess desecribes
the Furiss in more detail.

These have no wings, asnd they are dark of hus,

And- altogether hideous, breathing. ont

Thair smorting breath in gusts not to be borne,

Distilling from their eyelids drops of hate.

Nor is their garb befiiting to come near

Man’S'dselling, much less heavenly tabernacles,
kater Apollo describes their present appearance. In 1ll.
179 ff., Apollo enters and chargss them to guit his pre-
cinets, dwelling on their tastes and natures as abhor-
rent to him.

Begone, I bid you, forth of mine abods!

Speed your departure from my mystic cell;

Lest, overta’en by the winged glistering snake

Stesl-fanged, that darts from this all-goldsn bow,

Ye emit dark flesh-froth ian your agony,

Vomit of heart's blood ye have draiped from men.

Profane net with yeur presesaces thig fair shrinej

But go where headsmen execute. the doonm,

Where eyes are douged; threais gashed, where robbed

of prime

Beys lose aill hope of offspring, tender limbs

31
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Are hacksd or stoned; whsre mesn, impalsd alive,

Moan long and bitterly. Hsar ye what f=ast

-t

I

"~

i2th charms for you, ye sod-abominate?
Your =svery linsamsnt declares it. Co,
Inhabit, as bese=ems such forms, ths dsn
Of soms blood-lapping lion, nor infscst

With touch accurssd my gracular s=at.

ft-

This is a fairly complstes desscripticn of ths activ-
itiss and propznsitiss of the Furies. 1In 1. 245, they
have tracked Or=stss to Athsna's temple at Athsns.
thrsaten him wita dire vengsance, whaich is to culminats
in bis bsing hal=d alive to tns world bslow, thsare 30
ve punishad and to view taz punishment of othsrs whonm
they have pursusd.

n
ad

sing a song to dind him in Their spell, and
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v = themsslves on his living

W

JO

n

1
0]

threaten onces more Io
pody. They identify thsmselves, in 1l. 418-7, with cursss.
%o are sloom-diffusing chilaren of dark nisht;

Oalles "Wierd Ones™ in our hons bsnsath the dround.

<t

Being finally appsased oy Ashena, the Furises are given

charse of the sarth and th2 sea, ths winds and the sun-



shins, the harvests and cattls and childresn., Thsy are
to be termed Humenides, the Gracious Onss; and in

1i., 918 ff. they assume their officse.

33
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viii
% is of interest to note that in the QOesdipus Rex
of Sophocles, while the Furies are not msntionsd by
name, the dread calamities that have overtaken Thebss
are evidently their work, since thsy cover precissly
the field govern=d by them accopdincg to Athsnian religion,

as s2tv forth in the Humsnides of Asschajlus.

Ay ms for thes numberless pangs that I bearls-my hsart is woe
For a nation that lies
Plagus-stricksn, nor armour nor sbizld to tura asides the blow
Man's #it may devise.
The glory of earth 1s done; her increass failsth to grow;
Nor by birth of the children may travailing women delivsrancs
know
From their ancuish—-cries.
Soul after soul flitteth forth; flashing swiftly as pirds that
soar,
¥rom the ocdy it flies
Fleeter than heaven's irresistible flame to the far-away shore

¥here the daylight diss.

Unnumbsred so do they perish--a city is this of the dead!

Her slain everywhere



Lie unpitied with none to bewail; their corruption doth
pestilsnce spread.
If this passade is compared with the final song of the
Bumenides in Aeschylus' play, it will be seen that
these ills ars the very onss which they promise to
‘avert from Athsns if their worship is reversnily obs=rved.
there, and conssquently the ills that they would inflict
upon their enemies,
In the Aias the ianfluence of Athena, who appesars
in person, is so paramount that the chthonic spirits
play but little part. In 1ll. 835-844, howsver, Aiasg calls
on the BErinnyes for vengeance.,
And help me ye, O M2ids that live for ays,
¥ho look on mortal suffsrings svermorse,
Far-striding awful Erinnyes! Do y= mark
How wretchedly through Atreus'’ sons 1 perishl!
I pray you, swoop and sg€ize thess felons: blast them
Most horribly! Even as ye look on ms
Falling self-slain, be they by kinsfolk slain,
Done by their dearest flssh and blood to desath.
Come, O ye swift Avengars, Erinnyes, coms!
8lut you, spare not their host confederatel

In 1. 1034, Teucer, viewing the sword of the self-slain



Aias, asks,
Did an Erinnys, then, not fords this brand?
In the Blectra, 11, 112-5, the heroins calls on the
Erinnyss, along with other chthonic powesrs, to avengs
her father's murder and the adultzry of Clytacmnesira.
Erinnyes, great Daughters of Heaven,
¥ho look on thz wronofulkly dsad,
And on robbsrs who sserstly gatasr
The fruiss of the marriage-ped---come!
In the same play, 1. 792, shz again invokss them, osten-
sibly for the sake of Orsstes, really for that of Agamsmnon.

3

Hear, Vengeancs-goddess of the nswly-dsad!



ix

/&a Buripides also thsse spirits of vsngesance ars
active, The fact that they were originally personifica-
tions of the ghos3s who sousht vendsance on their slay-
ers is clearly demonstrated oy .a spesch of Cassandra
in the Troiades, l. 407, where she declarses herssli ons
of the three Furies.
Ons of the Avengders Three am I whom thou from Troy shals
In the Electra, l. 1252, it is propnesi=sd that the Erin-
nyss shall drive Orestes mad, and pursus ninm.

The dread Wisrd Sisters, hound-eysd Coddesses,

Shall drive thee mad, and 408 thy wanderings.
This is fulfilled ¢ery soon, as ths words of #Hlsctra,
in the Orsstes, 1. 38, declare.

Scarce for aws 1 name thsir names

¥hosa terrors rack him; ths Bumenides.,
The unfortunate youth hims=lf, in a iresh accsss of mad-
nesgs, implores nis mother to call ofi her Avengers.

Mother!-~'besssch thees, hark thou not on me

Yon maidens gory+eysd and snaky+haired!

Lo theref--lo there! They are nigh; they leap on ms!

But they continme to torment him.

37
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In 11. 284-5 he mistakes Electra for one of them.
Unhand ms!-- of mine haunting fiends thou arte—
Dost drip my waist to hurl me into hell!
In 11, 318 ff. the Chorus call on the Erinnyes to spare
Orestes and grant him forsstfulness.
Terrible On=ss of the on-~rushing f=22%,
Of ths pinions far-sailing,
Through whos=z dance-revel, held where no Bacchanals
Rindeth weeping and wailing,
Swart-hued Humsnides, wide 'neath the domes
Of the firmament soaring,
Avenging, avenging blood-guilt,-- lo, 1 coms,.
Imploring, imploring!
To the son of Atreidess vouchsafes to forgst
His fresnzy of raving.

When in 1. 407 Menelaus asks Orestes by what phantoms
he is plasued, Orestes replies, By three dark maidens.
Methousht I saw thres maidens like to night.

In 1. 409, Menelaus responds,
I know of whom thou speak’st, but %ill not name.

For this reverence hzs is highly commendsd by Orestes

in 1. 410.

38
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They are Drzad Ones; wise art thou to name them not.
In 11, 586-4, Orestes declarss that had he not slain
his mother, his father's Erinnyes would have haunted him..
Had I justified
Her deeds by silence, what had the dead done?
Had not his hate's Hrinnyss haunted me?
Or on the mother's sids fight Goddssses,
And none on his who suffered desper wrong?
In the Iphigeneia in Taurica Orsstes is still pursued
by thesz frightful spirits.
From tired Fiends Fiends take up the chass,
And exiled drive me, outcast from my land,
In many 2 wild race doubling to and fro.
In the Herculess Furens, although thes Erianyes do not
appear, Lyssa,(madness), who makes her sntrance at 1. 815,
ssems clossly allied to thsm. The =ff=cts shs producss
bsar a marked ressmblance to theirs.
In the Med=sa, 11. 1389-90, Jason calls on Erinnys
and Dike to smite his wif= for the murder of ber childrzan.
Now the Fury-avenser of children smite thee,

And Justice that looketh on nmurdsr reguits thas!
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X
Turning mow to Seneca, we find Juno, in the open-
.ipg linew.of -the Hercules Furens, calling up the Furies,
with other -ef the nether spirits, to aid her against Her-
saless In 11. 160 ff. she iavokes them specially to
take vsngeanece for the ountrage on their realm that Her~
eules hag committed by bringing Cerberus up to the light.
Some then, ve nimble servitors eof Ris,
Wave high your glowing .torch;- Megaera, lead
Thy serpert-srowsed and dreadful company;
Snateh .from the .funeral pyre with balsful hand
A-huge and glowing brand; haste, seek revenge
For violated 3tyx; inflame his heart;-
Impair.his mind; so, fiercer tham the firss
©f Aetra’s forde he'll ragde.
In the Medsa, 11. 18-8, the heroine also invoksé the
FPuries %o assist at the marriage of Jason and:Creusa.
Approach, approach,
Avenging goddesses with snaky -hair,.
Holding: im blood-stained hands your sulphurous torch!
Gome -now.as horrinle as wben of yore

Ye stood peside my marriage-bed; bring death
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To the new brids, and to the Royal ssed,
And Creon.
In 11, 740 ff. she calls upon them in the midst of her
incantations, After debating for a long time in her own
mind whsther or not to slay her sons, she finally desclares
that an Erinnys turns the scals and makes her her adent.
Where does that horde of Furiss haste? whom seek?
For whom prepare their fires? or for whom
Brandish the inf=rnal band the bloody torch?
The huge snake hiss=s writhingy as they lash
Their ssrpzat scourges; with hsr hostile brand
¥hom does Msgaera sesk?
In the Qedipus, 1l. 623 f£f., the ghost of Laius promisss
to exact vengeance on Osdipus by means of the HErgnnyes.
I'11 bring for bridesmaids to thy marriage-fesast
The dread. Erinnyes.
In the Agamemanon, 11, 759 ff., Cassandra turns to the
frinnyes, a vision of whom she appsars to see.
The sgualid sisters threat, they wildly lash
Thzir bloody whips, the left hand swings ths brand,
‘Around -theip:shrinken limbs the sable robe

Of mourning clings.



In the Thyestes, a Fury appears at 1. 28 and hounds on
the unfortunate chost of Tantalus with such a lons and
frightful account of the ravages she will cause that
he attemptS'to,refuse to take part in them. This, how-
ever, he is not allosed to do.

In the Hercules Cetaeus, Dsianeira, made aware of
har wretched mistake, calls on Hyllus to slay her, say-
ing that the Erinnyes will not pursue him thsrefor;-put,
she says, they are now pursuing her.

The dread Bumenides themseslves will spare.

I hear their torchas sindging. Who is that

¥hose viperous locks upon her forshead writhe,-

#ho brandishss her sword and shakes her wings?

Why dost thou follow me with flaming torch,

Megaera?
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In the Octavia, the unhappy heroine declares, in
11, 262-6,- that a Fury came to her mother, to taks ven-
geance bescauss of her marriage to C. Silius,

Of her child,

Her husband, and the holy marriage vows

Unmindful, serpeat-girdled, with loose hair,

The avenging gdoddess visited that couch,

Snatched from the hellish marriage-bed ths torch,

And guenched its light in bloocd.
The ghost of Asrippina orophesiss the fats of Nero, and
declarses it to b= the work of thne Brinnyes,

Th' avenging goddess nas prepared

Death worthy of the tyrant, coward f£ligdht,

Lashes, and penaltiss that shall surpass

The thirst of Tantalus, tnes hesavy toil

Of Sisyphus, the pird of Tityus,

The flying wheesl that tears Ixion's"limbs.,
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xii

Next in order come these dreams and visions of the
night, which might be merely symbolical phantoms ssnt
for a warning, or the very spirits of the dsad them-
selvaeg, Of the first sort there ars several instances
in Aeschylus.

In the Persae, 1l1l. 176 ff., Atossa relates a pro-
‘phetic dream she has had. It is described at consider-
able lsngth, and of course scts forth in symbol the
failure of Xerxes to add Greece to his empirs.

But last night's dream was far mors clear than any.

I saw two womenm, fairly attired, the first

In flowing Persian robes; in Dorian. gard

The other;-- on they came, of stature tall,

Beyond the measure of'hamanity,~

Faultless in beauty, sisters of one stock.

But for their native dwellingd-place, methought,

The one had CGrecian land allotted her,

The other, Barbarous, Now, in my dream,

I saw them fall to gquarrel, and my son

Perceived it, and would tame and pacify

Their anger;- he would yoke them to his car



And place nis collar on their necks, Whereat

The one showed pride in such accoutrement,

With docile paces curbing to the rein.

But the other plunged, and with rebsllious force

Wrecked the fine chariot-g=ar, and tore away

From 211 controel, sundering the squal yok=s,

My son fesll headlong, and Darsius stood

Beside and pitied him-- whom Xerxes s=eing

Begdan to rend his sarments in my drsam.

Such were my visions of the night.
After hearing of the disaster to the Persian arms, she
3%t once recalls ner dream.

Nicht vision of my dream, t00 clsar and trues

Thy warning!
In the Seven Against Thebes, 1l. 710-1, Etsocles ds-
clares that dreams have warned him oi his doom,

Tne visionsd dream,

Parting our patrimony, was too true.
In the Agamemnon, ll. 274-5, Clytasmnestra, when asked
by the Chorus whether she has bs2n troubled oy dreams,
replies that she does not at all consider tasm true

prophets.



CHQ. Hast thou then hearkened to some flattering drsam?
CLYe No slumbrous fancies work on my belief.
In the Choephoros, 11l. 32 ff., the nichtmars of Cly-
taemnestra is mentiocned.

4 dream-bora cry at dead of night,

1

Stiffening the hair with wild affrighs,
Fisrce rushing with tempsstuous blast
Taroughout the women's chambsr passed.
Burstingd from out the inmost room,
1t scattersd slssp, it pisrcsd the gloom:
A prophst dread was the dirs dream
That in the nouses rais=4 that f=ll screanm.
{It is asain refsrred to in 11. 523 ff., sincs in spite
of hsr previous scspticism she is forced by the vision
t0 send off=rinss to Agamemnon's tomb.

OR. Say then, have y= clear knowledgs of the vision?

@)

HO0. She said she pare a serpeant ia her dream,
OR. Did 2ll end so? Or whithsr turns ths tals?
CHO. It woks up like 2 child in swaddling-bands.
OR. In hungsr, the yound dragen! for what food?

OHO. She held her preast to appeass it in her drsan,



OR, This vision ca2nnot vanish unfulfilled.

in 11, 540 £f., Orsstes intzrprstis it.

(¥5]

urely this rsading fits,-and shows ao flaw?

If, slipt from the same place from whsnce I sprangd,

(0]

ns ssrpent, swaddled on my motizr's lap,-

Snowsd fisht, 2nd gaped upon ths 23t t

»

12t fz2d me,
Curdling thes kindly milk with clots of gdors,

fhat sas cried out in sterror cof such pain,
‘TiS'ranéd,rsince sns aurszd a monstrous thing,

Shs die =2 bloody d=22%h, =2nd L, srown up

To dragson-hood, must slay her: so this drean

\Dreamg in which actual apparitions visit the liviag will

i=231t with later. & third sort is msntioned in tihe

o
(1

Asamemnon, 1ll. 420 £f., where dreams oanly bring remsmbrance.
Yet visions of the night, born of resgrst,
Brinos to his saddenesd soul 2 vain dslight,
Is it not vain if, whsn ons Thinkd To reap

Strange joy, ths cherished object fleets from sigdat
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(%ven while with gladdening tears the =yss ars wet)

On wings that follow with the sieps of slsep?

xiii
L\In Sophocles thars occurs but one =2xampls of drsam-—
portents. This is in the #lscira, 1l. 410, 416-23. In
2 drszm Adamsmnon's wraiin appsars 1o Ulytasmnssira,
who 1s th2reby so 2lzrm2d that she ssnds Chrysothsmis

to nsr father's tomdb with oIfesrinds to appeass the spiris.
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She saw, say whsy, the prasencs of our rIzther,
Zv=2n thinz znd =mins, 2 sscond tins to light
Come. Thnen he took the scepire nz mont 10 283r—-

Borne by Asdistaus now—- 211 plantsd it

[t

Lo «}

sgide the hearth, Therzfrom 2 sapling spraag

That bloomsd 2n¢ purdgsonsd, till Mycsnpas's land

¥rom spd to 2nd w38 sh230%2d oy its boughs.
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In Buripides dreams.are mors fresqusns., In the Ha-
cuba, ll, 68-78, Hecuba's dreams have coupled Polydorus
#ith Polyxena in death.
0O lightning-splendour of Zeus, O mirk of the night,
Why quake I for visions in slumber that hauat ms
With terrors, with phantoms? O #arta's majsstic might,
Mother of dreams that hover in dusk-wingsd flight,
I cry to the vision of darknsss,™Avzunt thes!V'--~
The dream of my son who w7as s=nt into Tnraces to bs savsd
from the slausnt=r,
The dream that I saw of Polyxena's doom, my dsarly-
loved daughter,-
#hica I saw, which I knsw, which abideth to daunt m
In the Orzsies, l. 618, ilsctra is said to have incited
Orestes to vendesance by telling nim of dresams s=nt oy
Adamemnon.
Yea, worthier of death than thou is sns,
#no 2goed thee on 2gzinst thy mother, ays
Sending to thin2 ear venomous messages,
Tellins of dreams from Ajamemnon s=n%t.
In the Iphigeneia in Taurica, Iphigeneia describes, in

11, 42-55, the drzam that has warnzd hsr of Orestes’
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approach; but she interprets it to me=an his dsath,
Now the strande visions that the night hath brought
To heaven I tell-- if ausht of heslp be there.
In sleep methought I had escaped- this land,

And dwslt in Argoes. In my maidsn-bower

)

slept; then with an sarthquaks shook the ground.

-l

fled, I stood without, tThe cornics saw

Cf ths roof falling,-- then, all crashiag down,

Turrst and basement, hurlsd was the house to =arth.

. . . — ) . - E'S
ar alens, magesmsd, wos lefy,

Th=z c=ntral »il

n

4

.
r

Cf my sires’ halls; this from its capital
Streamsd golden hair, and spake with human voice.
Then I, my wonted stranssr-slaughisrins rite
Opserving, sprinkled it, as doomsd to death,
Weeping.
She later dwz1lls on it again, in 11. 148-52.

The curss upon mine h=ad

Is come-- 2 brother dead!

Ah vision-dream that flsd

To Night's hand clinging!

Undons am I -- undons!



In the Alcestis, Admetus declarses that after his wifz's
death he will call her back to him in drsams,
In dresams snalt thou

Haunt me and sladden: sweet to s=2 ths lovead,

Thouosh but as flesting pbantems of the nighs.



XV
In Sesneca'ls Troades,Andromachs declares that she
has had a special vision of Hsctor. This she procezds to

describe at considsrabls lendth.

3

1

he swest night's s=cond wascn was nardly passsd,

ne Seven Stars w2rs turniad frcom the hsishi;

)

At length thers caas an unaccustomsd calm

To me afflicted; on my 2yes thers stole

Brizf slssp, if that dull lethardy be slesp
That comes to grisf=wora souls; when suddenly,
Bafors my =y=s stood Hzctor, not as whsn

He bore against the CGreeks avsnging fire,.
Seeking the Argive flest with Trojan torsch;
Nor as he raged with slaughter 'sainst the Gresks,
And bore away Achilles' arms-- trus spoil,
From him who play=d Achilles’' part, nor wag

& true Achillss, Not with flams-bright face
‘He came, but marrsd with tears, dsjected, sad,
Like me, and all unkempt his loossned hair;.

Yet I rsjoiced to sse him. Tnen he said,

A

hakins hig head:™0 faithful wifz, awaksl

le ¢]

ear hence thy son and hide him, this alons

(]



Is safety. Weep not! Do you wesep for Troy?

)

]

Yould all wzrz fallenl! Hass:

t

(

n, s22k some place

Of safety for ths child." Thzsn I zwoks.

In the Octavia, Poppasa describes in 11. 712 ff.
her visions on her w=ddins night.

2ut not for lons migat 1 2njoy swsst sleso.

-l

t s=emed 2s though a mourning company
Came to my marriage-chambar; wita loose hzir

Roms's mothers,  weepind, b2at upon thsir breasts,

%ith dreadful. oft-repzaszd trump2t—-not

&)

S

She dwells 2specially on the apparition of Asrippina

and those of her former husband and hsr son.
The mother of my husband, with harsa threass,
Waved wildly in my face a blood-r=d torch;
Winen forced, by urgent fsar , 1 followed ner,
EBarta yawnsd, and suddenly a midhty gulf
Wns opensd for m2, wnither [ was plangsd
Headlong, and tasre in woander [ psazld

Yy marriags-bed, in which I laid me down



Sore wesarisd. ¥With a throng of followsrs, then,
I 3aw my former husvand andi my son
Coming. Crispinus, part=sd from m2 long,
]
nzstensd to kiss me, take m2 in his arms,

Yhen Nero m2dly rushed into my aoms

And bgried in that br=sast the cruzl sword.
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Xvi

Now we turn to the original and proper inhabitants
of  the lower world,-- the vast concourszs of sculs of the
dead. Their activities are many ian the works under con-
sideration, and most varisd; in spite of thes fact thas
so many have besn usurpsd by othsr special functionariss,
The ghosts sometimss appsar spontansously, somstimes at
Tas summons of othsrs; in tais latisr cass psrhaps re-

luctantly or sven andrily. Somstimas they visit ths 1liv-

ing in dresams, wasvaspr 1O ¥arn Or 1O TOrmeat tThsm,

ney arz usually most activs, ir tnhsy ars the souls
of m=sn slzin by violence, in sxactingd vangezncs from
th2ir murderers. fnis they may 40 in psrson or oy the

asency of 2 Fury or of 2 living beins. In such a casz
the nearest blood relative is of coursz asld responsibls
to avends tas slain,

The souls of tae dzad arse held in graat reversacse
and worsnipped by maay praysrs and ofrsrings. In return
for this they may be invoksd for seneral or particular
favours., Lf angry, they may o2 appsas=d by tis proper
ceremonies and offerings. Somatizss they arz summonsd

for advics or information, and somstimss they appsar



unscught to give it. As to their mode of lifz and ths
nature of their dwelling-places in ths lower world, the
accounts and descriptions vary considsrably, An examin-
ation of the rsisrences in classical tragedy to dhosts
is  full of intersst.

In the Psrsae, 11, 618 ff., Atossa calls up the
spirit of her dead husband in ordsr to inguire ths mean—
ing of fsr dresam and the ill omsns tnat have attended
ner sacrificss, and to ask his advies., The Chorus zactu-
2lly =ff=ct his appsaring by tasir hyaoa of invecation.

Yie with a hymn will call

()]
()]

On the pow=rs that conduct the soul o'ar ths darkling bound

To be kind, and releass the spirit they hold in thrall.

Doth the sainted spirit hear us of our royal lord?

Hath he caught the clear=tonsd word

From our voices psaling Persian+wise in varied not=ss of woe?

Is my prayer oy him allow=d?

Or mins anguish must I utter in a strain exceeding loud?

Hath he heard my supplication there below?

Barth, and rulers of the psopls of ths shadowy place,



Send him upward, we implors,
Like to none that in past agss Persian sarth aas covared

Psrsia's sod, of Achaswmenian racs.

Master and lord, appear! Cur lord of old,

Risz by the summit of thy mound of rest,.

ct

Liftins thy saffron slippsr, =dded with gold,
Rearing 1Ay turban, ¥#ith the impsrial crest;

Coma, father, ancient source of olessings manifold!

Coms, list th2 woss of this strangs hour of doom!
Lorda of our lord, 12t us bshold thy form!
There hovers ofsr our hzarts an 23vil gloom.

Qur youth ars p2rishsd in a withering storm.

‘ather of good, coms forta; we knesl osfore thy tomd!

In ths Ssven Against Theoes, 1l. 978-9, ths shost
of Osdipus is said to be working upon his sons.
O shade of Q=sdipus, this is thine nour!

The line is repsated in 987.
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In the Agamemnon; ll. 345 ff., Clytasmnestra hints that
the spirit of Iphigeneia may y2t sxact veangeance from
‘Agamemnon for her death at Aulis,
Yea, even without offended Deity
Or tricks of chance, the spirits of ths slain
May waks in wrath and bar the homesward way.
In the Choephoros, ll. 32 ff., the wrath of the dead
Agamemnon is mentionsd.
One' rages thsre: beneath
Menacing death fop dsath.
He never wiil>forgive
His slayers, die thsy, or live.
In 11, 278 ff., the sffect of the ander of the shades
is describsd  in more dstail.
Ye=a, mine own soul
Should know much bitterness, were this not done.
For, so he prophesiesd;, this land should yield
Such produce as should dladden every foe;
¥hilst on us twain dis2ases should descend
Cankering our flesh with cruel sores all over,
Devouring what was comely, t$ill srsy hairs

Should find us blasted with such misery.



In 323 ff. the Chorus assurss Orestes that the dead man
if properly honour=sd- ¥ill not loss consciousness after.
passing through the fire, but will point out his murdsrsr.

Dear youth, the spirit of the dead survives

The ravening flame: his wrath long after lives,

Hig" dying groan is answer=sd from afar

By fiercs avengsrs arming them for war.
In the Bumenides, 1. 94, ths ghost of Clytzemnsstra en-
ters and upbraids the Brinnyss for having allowed Ores-
teS'to‘escane whils they slesp. Shes comes,- she says, ia
a dream.

Sleep on!-- What gain I from your slumbering?

Save that amongst my neighbours of thes dead,

Thus foiled by you, still taunted with my deed,

I wander in disprace. Be ware thersofl

They hold me guilty. Yet for me, who suffered

That crusl death at hand of mine own offspring,

No vengeance-wieaking power stands up in wrath.

Behold, I say, this matricidal wound!

See it with thy spirit;-for the soul in slumber

Hath ofttimes clearer vision. By daylight



Our best forssm=eings are but narrow and dim.

Much wealth of mine ye2 have glutted,- drink-offsrings,

Unmixed.with‘wiﬁe;~tempered to sult your heart,:

And»rich purnt offerings at dead of anlsht,.

That hour of dread, avoided by all gods.,

Now thoss my gifts ars trampled undsr foot,

And he is gone, escaping liks a fawn,-

Springing with ease out of your midmosn'net,

With 2yes of triumph o'sr your impotsnce.

Hear this appeal: considsr, O ye powers.

Of nether gloom! Touching my soul I speak,

I, Clytacmnestra, now a shadowy drsam.
After further taunts shs finally succesds in rousing
them. In the Choephoros,  1ll. 5}6,~Oreste5'ca113'on the
spirit of Agamemnon to 2id him in avengins the crime of
Clytasmnestra.

Father,- hers standing at thy tomb I bid: thee

Hear me! Oh, hear!
In 11. 117 ff. Blecira is instructed by whe Chorus to
call up her father's spirit toc take vengeancs,

CHO. Them think of those who shed this plood, and pray--

&l. How? Teach mes I am ignoramnu. Speak on.



CHQ. Some power, divine or human, may descend-——

Bl. To judge or exscute? What wilt thou say?

CHQO.. Few words, but clear: To kill the murdersr.
Among the other chthonic powsrs she then invokss the
shade of Agamemnon (1) For some chanfe in the forsunes
of herself and Orestes,(2) For the return of Orestes,{3)
For her own preservation from guilt, and (4) For ven-
geance on the slayzrs of har father.

My fathsr, pity
Thy child, - and let Orestes be broudht homs.
For now we ars lost, your dear onsst sold, disowned,
By hsr that bars us; who has ta'en for husband
Asgisthus, thy part-murderer, in thy room.
I am no better than a slave; Oresies
Is banished from his wsalth; and o'er thy woe.
They gloat in luxury and towering pride.
Thzn, father, hear my prayer, that to this land
Orestes come with Fortune lesading him.
And for myself, orant me a beiter mind
Than e'er my mother had, and hands mors purs.
Thiag prayer is for thy children: on thy foes

Let thins avender rise with rescompense,



To maks the murderers pay thse dzath for deatin:
(This curss must mar my psrfect prayer): O father,
Send us from where thou liest soms boon above,

#ith Heavsn and @zrin and conguarind Risne for aidl

In 11. 456-8, a7vq, 481, The Chorus, #lsctrza, and Orastes

21l call upon the soul of Agdamemnon for hzlp in their pro-

OR. Fatner, assist thy cnildren in tneir d=sedl!

ke Thy daughtsr's te2ars iamplors thss in dsep nazd!
0HO. And we with pota in sts2dfast harmony

Bid thees com=z forth to lisht =2and hear their cry,

Join thiszs att2mpt 232inst tnians 2neny.

OR. My father, kind in all but in thy d=sath,

I pray for powysr to rule thins ancizat hall.

£L. I too, my fathar, with a daugnser's voics,.

ray thee for power to work Asgisthus zoe2,

In 1), 491+509 they sesk to rouss him by remindins him
of ths trezacherous and isnominious mannsr in which hs
met his death.

0OR. They took thea in tns bpath; fatansr, forget not!

BL. Think how the net wags first arranded for thes!



OR. ¥When thou wast caught in fetters not of brass.

=
g
.

Yea, in a covering shamefully contrived!

OR. Stirs not thy soul at thess reproachss, sire?
#Lh. Doth thy dear head not riss ersct in wrath?
OR. Wither s=nd Justice fignting on our side,

If thou wouldst gain requital for thy f=l1l,

Or grant us to catch them as they causht thee.
El.. Hear this last cry, my fatner! Look witn pity
On thes= thy yound onss sitting at thy grave,

And feel for both, thz maidsn and tThe man.

OR.& EL. Hear us; tnis mourning we pour forth for thes.
Respect 1t, and thou honourssti thins own causs,

In the Eumenides, 1., 598, Orestzs 2t his trial sxpressss
confidence in his fathsr's aid,

My father from his tomd ¥ill take my part.
He also promis=s, in l. 787, to duard Atihsns from hep
snemiss when he shall be in his grave.

No prince or potsntate of Argive land

Shall marshal hitherward the serried war.

I, then within my orave, will vex him sores

With strandge disastsers hard to overbsar,



Crossing such enterpris=s with omens dirse
To balk his passagde, turnins all his toils
To pittsrnsss of soul. But while they ksep
And honour this my leadue with Pallas!' town
In firm alliance, tasy themsslves shall fesl
The favour of my spiris.
In tha Persae, 11l. 220-3, Dareius is to bz besousht to
sznd blessings to the =sarth for Atossa and Xerxss and
withhold ill fortunes,
Bid him send on thees and Xerx=ss blessing from benesath
to light.
But whats'er opposzd To blessing by thy drsam #as
signified,
Quenchasd with ineffectual darkness lst deep Barth
for sver hide.
In 11. 523-4 offerinss are made to ths deparied.
Tnen will I fetch from homs
For Barth and parted souls an off=ring.
In 11. 809-18, Atossa orings propitiatory libations
for her husband's spirit, in ordsr that he may be dis=
pos=d to give her the information she sszeks,

Thspafore 1 coms on foot, without my car,



And all that former pomp, again from home,
Bearing unto ths fasher of my chilad
Psace—offerings of powsr to allurs the d=ad:

Milk rich and waite from a purs cow, bridht honay
Wrousht cut of flowsrs oy ths industrious bz3sz,
#ith lustral watsrs from a virgin sprias,

And living juice from an uangraftsd vine,

Its ancient mother, brisht with guicksnings chesr,

w

I nave 2lso from the grey-gr2zn olive-plant, -
That carriss .ner tnick foliage evar yound,
This fradrant .0il; and wreaths of varicus flowers,
Luxuriant offsprins of all-oountsous #arth.
in the Agamemnon, ll. 518-7, ths spirits of ancisnt kinds
and othsr illustrious m2n ars invoksd.
And ye, great warriors of old time, whos=2 spiriss
Follow=d us forth,-- rsceive agdin irom war
With kindly thousghts this rsmnant of the nost.
In the Choephoros, 1ll. 439 fi., a pracrics is referred to
on which Smyth makss the following commsnt: "This is an
allusion to ths savage custom Dy which the extremities of
the murder=sd man wers cut off, then hung about his nsck

apnd tied together under the armpits. At lsast one objsct
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of this Yarm-pitting™ was to disable the spirit of the
dead from takins vendsance on ths murdsrer.”

Y=t more;- he was hacked, de thou wars!
In the Persas, 1l. 685 ff., Darsius gives to his wife 211
the information and advice in his powsr. Xerxes' def=at,
he says, is dus to his impisty in bridging the Bosphorus
and thus attempting to masier Poszidon. Ths Psrsians must

2
~

never again atsack Gresce. Thz army shall not return as
3 whole-- they havs committed sacrilege and must pay ths
penaliy.
Sincs, in ignorant youtn o'srwesnind, he would f=itsr
like a slave
Bosporus divinsly flowing with his Hellespontine wave,
He would altsr Eeaven's appointm2nt, and with chains
from human hands
Sousht to stay the strsam eternal, paving for his
countless bands
Amplz roadway, he, a mortal, rashly thinking he could
foil
All the gods znd great Poseidon by his hammers? im-

pious ‘toil.



Casss whars honour is siven to or withhsld from th2
isad, irrespsctive of their favours or thsir pane, ars

ev2n agzainst thspss, 1l. 1018-

>

2
y
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also fzirly common., In ths

i
{1

30, tas honour of burial is delibesrately withhsld from
Polynsices after his desath, becauss durins his lif=time
hs had coms up against his own city.

But this, his brotasr Peolynsices’' corpss,

Graveless snall os cast rforth for dogs to tz2ar,

i

As minded To lay wasts our iasban land,
Had not soms 3od stcod in nis path and foilsd

His spzar: dead vhougsh ns ve, his country's sod

<

Shall pan him, since n2 orousat in their dsspite

» «nvade and suojugate
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iiherefore 'tis decre=zd for hinm
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To rsap his rscompsnse from fowls of taz air,
In shameful purial. &0 drink-cifzrinss

Pour=sd on ais womb by carsful hands, no sound

&)

f dirssful wailing shall esnhance his rame,
Nor followins of d=2ar footsteps honour aim,
In 1. 1084 Antisons declarss her inteation of perscnally

spanting him burial,



Though none beside conssnt to bury him,

aa!

will provide my brothsr's funsral.
In the Chosphoros, 1l. 22-3, Electra and her maidens bsar
libpations to the tomb of Asamemnon.

Iz haste from yomder halls wes ars sp=d,

Bearing libation for ths dzad,
In 11. 84 ff., Blectra is afraid to addrsss her fathsr's
spirit with falses words.

%hen I shall pour this triobuts at the gravs,

#hat words will pe in tune, what prayser will plsasa?

This comes to thy desar soul: y=2a, from my mother?
That dars I not. -- I know not how to spsak,.
Shedding this draugnt upon my fatasr's tomo,
In 11. 154 f£f. the Chorus pay honour to his soul.

W§ail ye! 12t the t=zar dowp flow

For the lord that ners lies low.

Sound hig dirge befors ths hill,

That fends alike haps gdood and ill.

May the curse our hearts abhor,-

May the portent we deplors,

Be averted by the power



Hear us, master,

T

»
..

(In trying to rouss thsir father to vengsanc

Elsctra offer

soft

libag

ticn's

shower!

sver kind,

i2ar us in thy darksned ming!

nim

as

inducenents funeral f=a

[~]

-~

Jrssiss and

4]

sts and lipa-

tions.

O%. 30 m=n shzall honour th=2s withd sacrirfice

And righsesous banqusts; 2lse the savoury smoks

I'hat steams on sartn for souls mors fortunats

Shall lesavs th22 comfortlzss.

flie Ang I will orino

Jhoics offsrings from all my patrimony

In day of magrizde, and will honour first

Ny rather's somo from tns patsrnal hall,
Informaticn z2bout the 32ad is also not wanvins. [an the
Supplices, 11l. 227-31, tasy are said tc be judgsd in Hads
for crizss committed on 2arth.

Mot =ven in d=ath

Shall ne who hatn dons

Of #

noth

=

r

seus

it be

psneath, amons

assoiled thers

anton criminality. Men say,

the dsad,

Bives final judssment on 211 wrongful dssds,
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The ghost of Darius remarks, in the Persas, 1l. 681 ff.,
that it is difficult to comes forth, thoush he is willing.
He has, however, obtained authority among the dead; but
sven sO, he cannot remain lond away from them.
Hard the road

From Hades forth to lisht; the dods beneath

Ars swift to s2iz2 and tardy to l=%t do.

Yet hath my power with them oprsvailsd. I am hsrs,

But haste, last 1 be censured for delay.
Later, in 1. 842, he declares that wsalth is of ne advan-
tage to the dead.

Since wealth avails not in ths world of dsath.
In ths Choephoros, 1ll. 324 £f., it is daclared that if
Agamemnon had been slain at Troy ae would have bDscome an
honoured servant of Pluto and Psrsephone.

OR. Would that some Lycian hand,

Father, had pierced thee in ths Trojan landl

Then, 1€aving slory to thy homs,

[aying in stors for ysars to come

Bright example for thy s=ed,

full of deep strendth for all their nesed,



Thou hadst dizd before ths wall;

And thy body there had found

Xest o=neath 2 lofty mound,

£ightly recked of in thy hall!

Dsar to oreat souls tihat there sncountersd deatia,
Worshipped and clorious on thy darkling throns,

Chief in thne train of misnty powers cen=atn,
Thou shouldst have neld the placs thou asrs hadst

known.
For in thy time on earth thou wz2st 2 king,

#ith sceptred arm 211 spirits vancuisaing.
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xvii
In Sophoclss also ghosts accupy a prominent place.
In the Oedipus Rex, Teiresias tells Oedipus,
Thou art unawarss 3 foe
To thine own kin in Hades and on =arth.
In the Oedipus GCeolensus, 1li 581-2, Osdipus states, having
led up to it by his previous spsechss, that after his dzath

he will benefit Atshens:

ry

THES. Whereby shall thy boon's valus be pevealed?

O&ED. ¥hen I bave died, and burial thou hast siven zs.
In 1. 821 he says, morzs spscifically, that h=s will aid
Athsns asainst Thebes, if Thes=us will grant him burial.

And what though now b2 summer-calm of psace

"Iwixt Thebes and thes, eternal-travailing time

Brinss to the birth unnumoered nights and days,:

¥herein this present concord of clasped nands

Shall for slicht causs bs shattsred by the sp2ar;

Ah then my sleceping and sarth-hidden corpss

Shall flush at last itstdeath-chill with their blood.
in 1. 788, Osdipus.tells Creon,

My fierce avenging sprite sbhall naunt your land.

In 11. 1588 ff. Oedipus gsives a d=tailsd account of how
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ns is to die. His grave is never to bz known, save to the
kinogs of Athens; y=2t be will thence be a powerful shizld
tOo the city.
QBuard thou the sscret aye; and, when thou com'st
Unto thy lifes's end, tell it to thine heir.
And s3ill to 22ch successor bs it told.
S0 Athens shall be aye thine homs unharried
Of the Dragon's s=2d.
In the Aias, 1. 1026, T=ucer says, rzsferring to ths fact

that Hactor's gift to Aias was the sword with which the

]

latter aftsrwards slew hims=1{%,

13

Ln29'st tvaon

How that de3d Hsctor would at last destroy thse?

v}

3, the ghost of Adamemnon app2ars

&

In the Hlectra, ll. z1a-:
in a dream to Clytasmnesira. [22 passade has already bss
quoted above.! In the Oedipus Rex, 1., 1245, focasta calls

[ Y

upon the de2d Laius as she is abouts to slay hersslf,

Cryins on Laius, on 2 man long dead.
In the Electra, 11. 408 ff., Chrysothemis bears offsrinss
to Agsamemnon's tomd, which havs beesn s=nt by Clytaemnestra,

BEL. - - - To whom wouldst bear these offsrings?
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CHR. My mother s=nds them to our father's itomd.
In the Antigone, the heroins raepsatedly declarss that

obligsations to ths d=ad overrids thosz to ths livingo,

-l

know I plsasz whom most 1 ousht to pleasure.
I this thou say, by me shalt tnou oe loathned,
And py the dez2d shz2lt justly o2 abhorrsd.
Polyneices iz "buriszd" by Antidcas with such ritses as cir-
, (11,

oclzs

1

(o)
(]}

Antigone say

)

J-

cumsiances permit, TO avert ill., !

o

2.

517,519,521, ), that in Hades she strifes of

W

w
(A

T n
Polyneicss is over.
CR. Dar'st thou defend & dgrace which wrons=sth himr
ANT. This snall the dzad ons's’ witnsss not confirm.
CX. Y23, if thou sstsem hin 2ven as yon f=lon.
ANT. Not, not his slave hath perished, but nls brother.
CR. This camz to waste Thebes, that her champion stood.
ANT. Yat Hades cravath egual laws for all.
CR. Nay, good and evil have not equal claim,

ANT, %ho knows out this hatn sanction theredelow?
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Sne says tne dead and Hades know all about the maitar.
dhose was the deed kaow Hades and tas dsad.
And they approve of her,

The living hsld thes wises, but me the

f2
49}
[
[»)
°

i3

N>
|-J
n

, after having invoksd all the vpowers of the world
p2low to avengs him, sSays,

Tne rest in Had=s sh2ll 1 121] thes dezd.

I drsad to let ths2 sst unto thess ritpss
Thines hand, lsst I offznd the dsad heresin,
In ths Electra, 11, 51-3, Crestes must firsit offsr sacri-

is fatvher's tomo, dbsfore procseding with his

-
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4
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I with drink-offerinss and with Jracs of hair
Shorn from mine h=sad will crown my iathsr's tombd
first, as the sod bade.
In 11, 355-6, Blectra declarss that by annoying his foss
snes pleasures the dsad Asamemnon;--"if kindness rseach o

Hades®.



I g2ll our foes, and rendsr homags soO

Unto ths dsad-- if kindnsss rsach to Hades,
In 11, 431 ff. Elecira persuadss Chrysothemis to lay down
aer offerings, since Adamemnon 2nd ths nethar deitvies
gould not b= honoursd py them. Clytasmnestra is only stor-
ins thsm up for her own punishment,

Dear one, of 21l thosz tanings thou bear'st in nand

L2y on thes gr aousht; 'twsrs offencs to men

o)

0]

v

And Gods, therzcn to lay death-dues, to dring

Oplations to0 our sire Irom nzr» who hates.

#lins to the winds, cor in tias dust dsep-d=lved

Hide thsm, whare o our fzthsr's resting-placs
Nothins shall comes of thess: tasn, wihsn sus dies,

In Hadss treasur=d for ner let aner find tasal!

n

Nay, wers shs not tsyond all womsn grcwn
Sin-hardened, never would she vnour this cup,
The cup cof hatred, cver him she slew.

Think: is hz like to wslcome at her hands+-

that dead man in aAls dgrave-- These honocur-gifts¥—-

At h

(b}

rs, with shame who slew him, like a fos,
#ho loppad his nands and fset, for sxpiation

#ipsd off the blood-gouts on nhis head! Dost dream

7

ac)

O



That this thou bear'st can expiate her murder?

Never! Put thess things nence.
She goes on, howesver, to desire her sister to make offsr-
ings on her own behalf to their father, and pray him for
victory over his foss, thus showing him trus honour.

But from thine head

Thou of thy tressss shear the tips, from mins

Withal, woe's me! 'Tis littls, yet 'tis all

I have, That give him-- this unslesksd hair,

Aad this my sirdle void of ornamsnt.

Bow down, and pray him from the earth to riss

Asainst our foes; for us a sracious champion:

Pray that with arm victorious Orestes,

His son, may live to trample on his foes,

So that hzsrzaftsr we with wealthier hands

May orace him, than this day we give withal.
In 1. 481, the Chorus assure Klesctra that Agamemnon never
forgsts the vengeance dus to him.

¥or never doth he that bp=gat thee, the kind of Hzl-

lanes, forset his venseance dus;
No, nor thz axe forgetisth, whoss fanss of brass long

ago they darsd imerus
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In his plood, that axe two-sdgsd that with outrage:
toul, mostv foul, thy fathsr slsw.
In 11. 987+9 BElectra tells Chrysothemis to assist hsr in
revenging thems=lves on CUlytaemnsstra and Asgisthus, and
promis=s hsr the approval of ths dead Acamsmnon ani of the
suppos=sdly dead Orzstes.
Nay, if thou hearksa to my couns=1lling,
First, prais=s of filial love from our dead sire
In Hades, 221d our brothsr, shalt thou win.
In the Trachinize, 11. 1201-2, Heracles warns idyllus that
if he doss not carry out his lass request hs 7ill cursz him
continually from Hades.
Else will I abpide
fver in Hades loadins curses on thee,
In 11, 1239-40 h=s rospeats tiais,
In the Philoctstss, 1l. 13811-2, it is said that Achnilless is
honoured among ths shades,
Achilless, who nad fairest fame

Once mid the living, now amid the d=ad.
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xviii

In the Hecuba of Euripides, 1ll. 1-54, the ghost of Polydorus,
who has bsen three dajs unburisd, dives an account of his
death. He flits over Hecuha's head, evidsntly, from subss-
guent passages, sntering her dreams, He details the activities
of the spirit of Achilles, who demands the sacriiice of Poly-
xena a3t his tomb vefore permitting thse Graeks to return home.

¥or Peleus’ son above his tomb appearsd,

And all the Hzllenic host Achilles stayed,

fven as they homeward aimsd ths brine-dipt oar,

And claimed for his Polyxena my sister,

For sacrifice and honour to his tomb.
Polydorus himself intends to cast his pody up bsfors his
mother in order to gain a tomo,
For I, to gain a tomb, will-- wrstch-= appear

Beforzs her handmaid's f=et amidst the surge.
/%hile Helen (Hel. 9682 ff.) implorss Theonos to remain her
&
\friend and keep Menelaus' presence sscret, hsr husband as
the manlier course chooses 19 entreat the tomb of Protsus.

0 ancient, dweller in this tomb of stone,

Bestore thy trust: I claim of thse my wifs,

Sent hither of Zzsus to thee, to ward for me.



Thou, who art dead, canss ns'er restors, I kacw:
But this: thy child will think scora that hsp sirs,
Glorious: of c¢ld, from the underyorld invoked,

Havs: infamy,-- for oow it rests »ith her.

In the Zl=sctra, 11l. 90 if., Urestes declares that he has

off=rinds at Adamemnon's tomb bafore proceseding with his
of  vendsance.
Tnis night o'srpast to my sirs's tomb I w=nt;

Tasre: t2ars 1 gave and orferings: of sncrn hair,

w

And =2 slain shzep's tlood pourzd: unsn the srave,
In 11, 323-31 Elsctra relatss how Clytaemnestrs not only
to reverence the dead, but =van openly mocks: 2t the very
grave: of Acaxnzmnon.

And. Asamemnon's tomb is s2t at noughi:

Drink-offeringss never yei nor myrile-spray

Zad it, =2 osravs 21l bare 51 ornament.

Yea, witn wine drunken, he:, my mothsr's spouse,--

Named of men Yslorious"l-- leaps: unpon thas gravs,

And pelis with =stones my fatner's monument.

80

In 1. 309 tas old: man, former tutor of Asamemnon, has: turned

asids: in passins to offer him drink-oifferinds and myrilse-

sprays: a2t his tomb.
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I turned, in coming, %o his tomb asids,

There: kneeling, for its desolation wspt,

Poured: 2 drink-offerins from ths skin I bars:

Thy duests, anpd: crownsd ths tomb wita myrtle-sprays.
Orestes znd Blsctra invoke the shade. of Asamsmnon.

OR. Father, by foul wronsg dweller 'neata the sarth,

O.Me Hedvp, nelp tasm, these thy children bast-beloved.

OR. Comz,  bring all thosz thy battls-nslpsrs slain,

All tvhem whosz spears with tase laid Phryoians: low.

k)
=

5L,
Afgter Asgisthus is slain, Blectrz, in 2 passagde 00 lons for

guctation, p=zoins deliperztsly O neap abuss upon nis: s=age—

s

oud

[

less: body. Sh2z reminds Orestes, in 11, 976 1T., that i

Qo

3

other,: hs w7ill per impious=-- laciking

w

hs is loth to slay inis
in reverencs,-- if hz f2ils: t0 avense: his Iztasr.
OR. Arraigned for a mother's murder—-- purs: ers Thise
Bh. Y27 impious, 1if thou succour not tay sirs.
Hei replizs: that Clytasmnestra in assr turn will demand vendsance.
Her plood-prics: 1o my mota must 1 oay.
In ths Orsstes,. 1. 105, Blscira refus=sse to see Clytsemnestra’s:
tomb. Hermione: is; therefors sent with Helen's offerings to ths

tomb. She is to call upon Clytasmnesirs to be: kindly-disposad

towards all of them,: including Hlzcira and Oresies. She is also



promissd mores gifts. In 1l. 255+7, Orestes, maddensd by tha
Furiss, beds his mothsr to racall thsm., In 1. 425 ¥enelaus
express=s wonder that his father'’s spirit doss not aid Orss-
tes.

Thy sire's avengind-- d40th it nought avail tnss?
In 11. 610 ff. Iyndarsus declarss that hs will honour Slytasr—
nestrz notv only with off=rings, obut by 2as3isting in thes con-
dsmnation of Orsstes. In 882-4 Orestes dsclarss that as Ada-
memnon verily sacrificed his lifs for isnslaus, the latter
owes it to him to preserve his nsirs, Crestes and Zlsctra.

‘But to my hapless fatasr Jive our lives.

¥inzs, and my long-unweddsd sister's lifs,
Orestss in soins forth prays Adamsmnon to dsliver hic from
the venszancs of the psopnle.

I would »ray him to dzliver.
Orestes, Pylages, and Electra detsrpine to slay Hslen, ana
thersto Orsstass calls wvpon his father to aid them.

Father, wio dwellest in dark palls of night,

Thy son Orestes bids thee coms to hslp

3

hosz in sore nsed. ¥or thy sake suffer [
irongfully-- by thy brothsr am betrayed,
Thoush I wrousht rishtsousness. 1 rain would szize

His wifs, and slay-- bs thou our help hersinl
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This prayer is rzpeased by Elsctra and by Pylades., They
claim his help as his avendars, and promis= him offerings
of tears. In the Iphidensia in Taurica, ths heroins brinss

offerinss to the soul of thz orotasr whom shs supposes dead.

o

sar, I pour

Iny d=sata-libatica--
¥ountains of mountain-kine,
Ths brown o223' toil, the wins,

arth's oreast, are tnhias,

ot
ct
3

Shed on
Thy psace-oplation!

In the Heraclzidas, 11. 1032 ff., Hurysthsus promis=s to D2

i-‘J

friend aftsr his death to Athens, but a foe to the childrea
of Hsracles.

So I, thy friena and Atasns’ saviour aye,

A sojourner shall lis opsnsath your soil,

rasst 10S,

n
i
h

But to thssz and tasir caildrsa
%nat time they march with war-aosts hithsrward.
In the Phosnissze, 11. 1320-i, Creson says in rsizrence to the
death of nis son Msnosceus that in honourind the dsad men hon-—
our the nether sods.

For he who hath not disd must rseversncse

The nethsr gods by honouring ths dead.
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In the Hippolytus, 1ll. 1416 ff., Artemis promisss ber favour-
it2 eternal honour. She herself will slay the one dsarsst to
Aphrodits, and be shall bs mourned for always by maideas on
ths ave of their wedding.

Let be: for sven in ths nsther sloom

Not unavended shall bs ths stroke that f=1l

Upon thy frazme through rass of Cypris? spitse,

¥or thy pure soul's and for thy reverence' sake.

For upon one, hsr minion, with mins hand--

Whoso is dzarest of all men to her--
With thess unerring shaits will I avenss ase,

And to thez, haplsss one, for thes= thy woss

High honours will I give in Iroszsn-town.

Zre their espouszals shall all maids unwesd

For thee cut off their hair: throush 292 on age

¥ull harvests shalt thou resap of tears of drisvins.

Ever of thes sons-wakins mesmory

Shpall live in virgins,
In the Medea, 1. 1371, Jason tells his wife that her children
thoush slain live to avende thsmselves on hsr head.

They live-- ai me! -- avengers on thine head.



In the Alcestis, 1ll. 825-7, Phsres bears funeral gifts to
the dead Alcestis, and wished her haphiness*even in ths
world below.

O saviour of my son, who nast rais=d us up

In act to fall, all haill! May bliss be thine

Even in Hadesl
When Admetus swears afresh to Heraclss to remain unwedded,
Heracles asks whethsr this is to do any dood to the desad
Alcestis.

Look'st thou that this shall profit ausht ths dead?
To thig Admstus prsplies that in any svent he cannot csass
to honour her.

I n=seds must honour her whers'er she be,



xix

In the Hercules Furens of Sensca, 1. 90, Juno calls up,
with the other spirits of Hades, the "gloomy shadss™ of the
dead, to aid her in conquering Hercules. In 11, 838 ff, The-
seus describss all the habitations of the desad and thes pun-
ishments of the best«known criminals thsrse, The pagsase,
however, is too long for gquotation, In 11, 848 ff, the Cho-
rus describs, movindly enough, the dreat thrond of shadows
in the world below.

So the silent throns

Moves onward throush the plain; some slow with ags,

And sad and sated with their len3th of days;

Some, younger, histher se=m to come in haste,

Virgins who have not known the marriasge yoke,

And youths with flowing hair, and little ones

#ho scarcely yet can lisp their mother's name,

To these is given 10 carry through the gloom

Light, that they less may fear; all others walk

In darknsss, sadly.
In 11. 1281 £f., Hercules promises to burn, as an offsring
1o appease the shadss of his children, his weapons and

himsslf, since he has become Juno's tool.



For you, my sons, I break my shaft, for you

Destroy my bow; this heavy club shall burn

An offering to your shades; this quiver, full

Of- Hydra-poisonsd arrows, shall be laid

Upon your funeral pils; the arms that slayw

Shall pay the penalty. You, too, shall burn,

0 most unfortunate and crusl hands.
In the Troades, 1ll. 28 ff., Hscuba invokes, along with ths
gods, ths shades of Priam, of Hector, and of her other chil-
dren who have pnesrished, to bshold the ravage wroushi by ths
Greeks, and that she forebodsd ths disastser sven before
Cassandra.

Witness, ye adverse deities, and ye,

My country's ashes, and thou, Phrydgia's king,

Buried bensath the ruins of thy resalm;

Thou too, dreat shade, whoses life was all in all

To Troy; my numsrous offspring, lesser shades;-=+

finatever ills havs havpensd; whatsoe'er

Apollo's raving prisstess, to whose word

The god denizd bslisf, has prophesied,

I first foresaw, sre yet my fated child

Was born, nor hid my fear, but prophesizd

Vainly, before Cassandra speke in vain.
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In 11. 180 ff., Talthybios, after a lengthy prelude, which
describes the uvheaval of nature at so dread a portent,
relates how tne ghost of Achilles has appeared. The Greeks
must sacrifice'Polyxena, who would have psen his prize had
he lived, at his tomb, beforz they can sail over the se=a to
Greece,

His wrathful voice rang out along the shore:

"Ye cravens, do, refuss the honours dus

My manes. Let the thankless ships set sail

Upon my seas. Not ligntly Gresce has fe=lt

Achilles!' wrath; that wrath shall heavier falles

Polyxena, bstrothed to me in death,

Must die 2 sacrifice at Pyrrhus' hnand,

And moisten with her blood my tomb.,"
Agamemnon dsclares that the praise and hidh renown of all
Gresce is reward enough for the ghade of Achillesj; or, if
it must have blood, the blood of cattle will suffice. He
finally consents, ho®ever, to allow Polyxena teo be sacri-
fic=d if Calehag® demands it. In 1l1l. 371 f£f. the Chorus spsc-
ulate helplessily on whether spirits really live on after ths
body hag died. They believe that death engulfs body and soul.

Ask you whither go se after death?

#here they lie who never have been born.



In 11, 430-4, Andromache declares thas all have been alarm-
ed by the shade of Achilles, but that in addition Hector
has appearsd to her in 2 vision. These lines have already
p2sn guoted in anothsr place. He has warned hsr to save As-
tyanax from ths crusl fate that awaits him. Sh2 determinss to
conceal the child in nis father's tomb, in the hops thas
Heector's spirits may there protsct him.

I trust him to his fathsr.

12 hides

She calls up the dear ghost to care for his son as s
nim in ths tomb,

0 Hector, now as sver guard thins own,

Pressrve the s=scrst of thy faithful wife,

And to thy trustzd asnss take thy child!
Andromachs is torn pbstwesn two decisionst wnsther to sive up
har son to d=2ath or to allow Hector's ashes to b2 outradad.
She calls in vain on Hector's shost to rsturn and drive pask
Ulysses.

Hector, coms forth the tombd;

Break through the fates! delay, and overwhelm

The Grecian chief-- thy shade would be snougal

Hs gshakes the weapon, hurls the fire-prand;-

4

-

Greeks, sze you Hector? Or do I alons

Perceive him?



Bzing forced to yisld up Astyanax to die, nowsvsr, shs bpids

essage, imploring him to rsturn aad

=]

pim carry to Heetor asr
dsliver her. Sursly hs can 4o so if Achilles could.

In 11. 938 ff. Helsn confesszs, bz2ins urged thsrsto by

w

ific=sd to the shadz or

W

Sad

3

Andromache, that Polyxena is to b:

Acnillss, that hs may we2d her in Zlysium.

Wnom harsn Acailles oids wasm ¢ivs 1o him--
To offer 0o his manss, as ais brids
In ths Elysian #islds.
In ths N=sdesa, 1l. 9-12, the heroine summons tas ghosts as

aitnless

w
ct
o
0
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7211 a8 the netasr 30ds as a8y 21lliss 2321inst
husband,
Chaos of nidbt =sternal; r2z21m oppossd
To the celsstial powsrs; abandoned souls—

ncantations sas calls upon th2

—

Later in ths nidst of a=r

shades.

oy

Lo, I invoke you, all ye silent shadss,

In 918 ff., she dsclar=s that shs must slay her sons 1o ra-

=X

guite the deatns of her prother and fataer,
And y=t it is snougda

i

&

I have borne two.

>
w

r, tha

ot

or fathsr, bDrot!

'3

She dismisses the Shost ci- hsr brotner oy slaying ons son,
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Brother;, command ths avensins goddsgses
To l=ave ms, 2nd the shadss to s=sik their placs
In the infernal redions without foar;
Here lsave me to mys=slf, and use this hand
That h=eld the sword-- your soul has: found revenss,
She then leads her remainindg child to thes roof, whars shs
slays him also. In the Hippolytus, 11l. 1179 ff., Phaedra con-
f=sses her guilt, and tells the dead Hippolytus that she will
follow him through the nether world. His ghost will be pla-
cated by her death.
L=t me die,
Let me placate ths spirit of the dead.
In the Oediypus, 1l. 178 ff., shosts are said to have ap-
pearsd on the sarth.
Barth makes moan, and misty forms,
Larger than human, wandsr throuch the dgroves,
The auspices have failed t0 name the murdsrer of Laius, and
Teiresias now finds it necessary to summon ths shade of that
dead king. The task is a3ssigned to Creon.
Tne king
Must from the region of sternal night
Be called, must be s=2nt forth from: Ersbus,

That he may name the author of his death.
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Crzon roturns from the: rites, and, beins forced to sp2ak, ra-
luctantly bedins by describing ths: ascromantic practicss: of
Pediresias. f2 has succsedsd in callins up the shades; who,
prsceded: by ths: malignant: powers. of Hzdss, come forth. The
shost of Laius appears, and decliarss. the crime: of Osdivnus,
oromising to taks vaagsance tnsrator. Ino 1, 998, C2dipus,-
having plinded: aimseldi,  is oracticalily dssd, since h2 ae
longer pbznslds tas: light. Lzius is thus avenszd.

"Tig well; 'tis finishsd; I azavs paid in full

A1l that was dus my fazths
Tha Agsamemnon opens wita tiez: appearance of the ghost of
Thyestes, who describes: his rsagons for lsaving ths: lower
gorld: and: coming oncz: mors to the light. L also relanes,:
in a very lensthy passass, ths nistory of his guarrsl with
Atreus, and the: events following thsrsupen, In 11, 741 ff.,,:
Cassandra has a foredignt of har doom 2nd: Adamemnon' calls
sloud to Priam and Hsctor and: othsrs of asr houss taat she
is  to join them to-day, and prays that tha:sﬁades:of‘deéd
Projans may b2 allowsd to rsturn for 2 brisf spacs to 7iiasss:

tha fatz of their arcih-foe: Adamemnon.

To you I pray; thou f£lood oy which the gods
Make oath, to theei I pray no lsss; draw pack

The covering of ths: dusky world. awhile,



That towards Mycznae Phryoia's spirit-hords
May turn their eyes. Behold, unhappy cnss,

Th

0]

fates arz put to flishs.

w

Thz Thysstes too begins with the appsarance of a shost,

Fo Y

this time of Tantalus, whos= son Pelops has curssd Atraus

and: Thyestes for the murder of Chrysiopus., Hz declarss his

()]

intention of houndino on his descendants to crime, To thig

ta2s8k he is h=ld, thoush he wishes to renouncs it. [ 1.

1111 Atreus calls on whs sons of Thyestss to take venseance
on their father for having foast=2d on tasm.
To thy sons
I give thes over for tay punishment.

that in Hades she will be cleared.
‘Deatn alons
MaRSS'QuilfleSS'those deceived.
In the Pnoenissaz, 11. 39-44, Osdipus declares that the
spiriv of [mius seckins vengeance is continually summoning
him to the shades.
My father calls, I follow! Follow thes!

Y=t sparz! Behold wnhsrs angry Laius coms
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Bearing the plood-stained standard of ths realm

Snatchad from him, #With his hands he seeks o te2ar

Ny eysballs! empty scoksis, Dost thou sse

My fathsr,

11

.
=

66 It.

child? I s2e him!

he calls on his father to fulfil his ven-

ance and slay nim.

ierzsos'ar

O father, u

s

Thou mayst pe found, judde oI my psnalty,

T nave not thoudnt DY 2any punisnmang

gver to fully =xpiats 1y sin.

1 was not

satisfisd with death z2lons,

I have not paid zy ransom #ith my syss.

I wished to perish for thse limb by limo.

Av 1lsndth

1 offered;

sxact the penaliyv 1 ows.

Now I atons, 'twas thenm but sacrifice

oh, be pressnt, inward urge

hand; oh, plunge it dssper stilll

94



6.4
In the Octavia, 11, 134-8, the heroims calls on her father
Clauding to rise from the shades 2nd help her, or slss to
draw nep down to him,
Q father, come from Hades brinsins helo
To Tthy poor cnild who calls to thses for zid;

Q

sh the riven sarth lay vare the Styx,

-
3
<t
i
r3
O
]
JO

And swifitly bsar me taisher,

fhs nurs= replies that this invocation is usslsass

.
0]
)
3
Q
4]

Claundius did not r2ally care for her in lirf=s, As soon 2s
Nero has announc2d his intention of wedding Poppaszz on th2
morrow, his mother’s ghost appsars, oromising to taks ven-
seance at ths unhoely bridal for his murdser of her.
¥ith such gloomy firss

As an avsndind mother's hand prepares

For the sad altars, shall Poppasa w=d

My son.
She is, moreover, herself =2 spirit, hauntsd by the ¥raith
of hsr husband, whom she has poisoned.

In death my murdersd nusband's soul

Pursuss me,



XxX1i
Lastly we coms to the Chthonic Desities themssilves,

the rulsrs .« thes world of shadows. Tiazir part in ancisnt

tragic drama is by no me=ans inconsidarapls, Pluto and Psr-
S=phone are of courss th2 chizsf nstn=sr sods. Loz formar

is called indiffersntly Pluto, Hades, or Z4sus Cataonius.

In

e

the Supplices ¢f Asschylus, 11, 230-1, nis jurisaiction

is spoken of.

o
[}

n sa

vl

<

b J

Anotner Zsus bsnsath, among ths dead,

£y
D

Gives final juddsmesnt cn all wrongful desds.

1

r

In the Chosphorosz, 11. 1-9, Oresstes calls upon Hsrmes Chthon-

4

ius, the suide of souls, as well as on the spirit of Adamsa-
non.

0O Hermes of tnz Shades, that watchest over

My ouried fasner's richt, bs now mine aid.

I come from exile to this land. Oh szave me!

In 11. 18-9, he calls on %2us Chthonius to lend aid for vsn-

Zeus, drant me to wreak tone death
O0f my sreat father: Jive me gracious aidl

in 11. 380 ff. he and his sistsr reps3ad this invocation



to3sther,
4=2us, thou vhat szndsst from bsloyw
The late-arriving wos,
Thy veng=zancs falls on svery hardensd heart,

Nor shall a parsnt’s name prevent the plov.

finen snall tac arm

I

01" Zzus, who shislds from narn

Tas saplings round the prostrats oak,
Fall with skull-sund=rind strokev
The Chorus sscond hsr in 1l. 722 ff.

dear, T Barth, O holy nill,

Py
-

Where th3 body lizth still

Of nisg sire that rulsd tas flz=71,
Hear, and s=2nd him nalpsrs mesg!
Sunning lzads his crafty tra=4
(This ths hour, the moment dread!)

Darklins Hermss' whispsred word

Guards and guidss the fatsiul sword.

I)

D the dead man's soul.

=

arth its=z1f is urgded to szad

e

ORe. Barsn, loos= my father to o'erlook ths strifs!

L. Crown =211, Psrs=zphons, with fair success!

£

97



Xxii
In the Oedipus Colonsus of Sophoclzs
Uzdipus  invokes Parssphone and Hermss Chthonius.

H

l...l .

tha

3

usher ms,
Suide Hermes and the Queen of Und=arworld.

In 11, 1823 f£f. these deiviss summon him,

Crizd unto him, that terror—stiffened rose

(V2]

tr2ightway the hair cof alkl who guakins heard.

|

or the Cod zallsd to him, a2nd called acsain--
"Ho thou! zhou O=2aipus! ¥Way lingsr =
To g0 hence? All too long dost thou dslayl!®

In the Antisone, 11, 60-5, Ism

'3
(L

as8%s pardon of thosz
ths undsrworld for not 2idins To bury Polyneices,
I then will ask tonose in tas undsrworld
I'o pardon, since 1 am constrainzd hersto.
If- Antigsonz had not burisd &ssr brotasr, 3he says, the
of the N=thar Gods would have taken vendsance on her.
CR. Eal Darsdst thou transsress this ordinancs?
ANT, Yszal-~for not Z%Zsus, 1 ween, proclaimed this
lor Justices, co-mats with the neshsr Cods,

Not she ordained men sucn unnagural laws!

5 11, 1547-8,

laws

thing;
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Nor deemsd I that thins 2dict had such forecs,

That thou, who art bus mortal, coulds:t olsrrids

N

The unwritten and unswsrvins laws of deaven.

Not of to-day and yssterday thay ars,

But everlastings: nons can dats their birth.
Was I to fear the wrata of any man,

And prave Gods' vendgsance for derfyins thess?

who dishonours them oy punishing Antisons.

CR. ¥or h=2r in any wiss is all tay plea.

HAZM, Anda for thee, me, 2nd all the Neshsr Gods.

guibbls, He clearly shows, hcwever, nis scant reversn

the chthonic deiti=s.

I'11 1ead hsr oy 2 track of men untrod,

And living hide her in a rocky cell,

dith food so much 28 servss for sxpiation,
That Thebes may wholly 2scap2 pollution so.
Th=are crying on Hades, 7hom sh2 revarancss
Alonz, she shall from death 02 haply saved;
Or thers a1t lsast shall prcove that ravarseacs

For tninss in Hades is but labour lost.

In 11. 773 £f. Creon attempts to sscape pollution by a

In 1. 749, Hasmon ranges the n2ther sods against Orson,
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These deities ars now about to takes vengeanc

[/

on Crson,

says Teiregias (11. 1064 £f.), for his double affront.
For this the Aveng=ars, whoss dsstroying fs21
Track guilt, ths Erinnyss of taz Cods and Hades,

Lurk to entrap thae in the sslfsame curss.

In the Aias, 11, 831 f£f., the herc invokes Hermes Chthonius

TO hig aid.
This 1 beseech thes, Z=2us, and cry to Hsrmses,
The Hades-guide, to husn ms Jeatly aslsep,

ot with convulsive throes, out ons swift bound,

¥hen with this sword I havs cleft my heart in twain.

In the Electra,‘il. 110 ff., El=scira calls on Hades, Hermess

Chthonius, =2tc., ©o avende the murder of Agamemnon, aad
prays them to guids Orzstes safely to this end.
0 Realms to ths Dark Powers given,
Guide-god, and thou, “alison dresad,
Brinnyes, dreat Daudhters of Hesaven,
#ho look on ths wronsfully desad,
And on robbzsrs which s=zcretly dathsr

Th

w

fruits of the marriage-bed--comel!
Help us! Avenge my Iather,

The shame of his murdsrous doon!
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O send to me hither my brothasrel
1 can stand not alons: in this gsczls
Is the load of my grisf, in that other
Mine own strengbh++ ah, too fraill
In 1. 181 the Chorus comfort Electra by reminding her of the
One
¥no rsigns by Achsron,.
In 1. 291 it is said that Clytaemnestra in hsr rage has
callsed on the gods of the underworld to perpetuate the
woes of Blsctira.
The Gods of the Underworld
Never redesm thee from thy pres=sat moansl
Ip 11, 431 £f, Elsctra tells her sister that the nsther
deities would be insulted by the offerings of Clytasmnastra.
Degr one, of all these things thou bear'st in hand
Lay on the grave nought: 'tﬂere offencs to men
And Gods, thersen to lay death+duss, to bring

Oblations to our sirs from hsr who hatses,
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xxiii

In the Rhesus of Buripides, 1. 962, Tzrpsichore says
that Rhesus shall not do down to the lap of =2arth, but that
she will demand him of Psrsephons ag a friend of Orphsus,

He shall not into Barun's dark lap so down;

#ith such strong crying will I pray Hell's Quesn,

Child: of Demeter Lady of Earth's incrsass,

To grant his soul rsleass, My debior is shs

To show that yet she honours Orpheus? tfriends.
In the Helen, 1l. 968-74, Menslaus calls on Hades for aid.

O Hades, con thy championship [ call,

¥ho hast welcomsd many d=ad, for Hslen's sake

Slain by my sword: thoun hast them for thinse hire.

Or give them pack with life's breatn filled asain,

Or thou coastrain this maid to show har worthy

Of a good sire, and render vack my wife.
In the Electra, l. 877, Orestes and his sister invoke Earth,
along with the heavenly dods, to help them in their under-
taking.

O Barth, O Quszsn, on whom I lay mine hands,---stc.
In the Ofestes it is said, in 1, 619, that Elscira has urged

Orestes on by telling him of the nether gdods’ angsr against
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Aegisthus.

Telling how Gods of the Underworld abhorrad

Aegisthus=-
In the Hsraclesidae, Macaria is sacrificed to Psrsephone.
In 11. 500 ff., shs offers hersslf.

Myszlf--— I wait no bidding, ancient—— am

Ready to dis, and yisld m2 to be slain,
The sacrifice is accepted, and she is lsd away to dsath.
In the Supplices, 1ll. 16-8, the Thsbans ars refusing to
honour the laws of the gdods by dranting the bodiss of the
Argive chiesfs burial,

The mothers now of thsss,

The spear-slain, fain would lay them in ths drave,

Wherefrom the victors lst them, and refuse

The corpszs, s=tting the Gods' laws at nought.
The sons are now outcasts in fades.,

#iho are outcasts now in Hades, bDeing tombless.
In the Alcsstis, Death enters in person at 1. 23, and begians
to speak at 1. 28, threatening Apollo if he darss try to
snatch Alcestis from him. He goes on to speak in the same
strain for some time, and declarss that he obtains a betisr

prize and greater honour in the death of the young than in



that of the old,

¥Yst mine the goodlisr prize when die the young.
Apollo endeavours to deter him by promising him richer
offerings if he delays till Alcestis is old, but wishout
effect. Death finally declarss, in spite of Apollo's
threats, that Alcestis is alresady consscratsd to the
nether gods, and must accompany him to the world bslow.

This woman down to Hadss' halls shall pass.

For her I go: my sword shall s=al hsr ours:

For consecrated to ths nsther gods

Is svery head whoses hair this sword hath shorn.
In 11, 252-5, Alcestis says that she alrsady sses Charon
awaiting her.

I s=2 the boat with the oars twin-sweeping,

And, his hand on the pole as in haste aye keeping,

Charon the ferryman calleth,"#hat ho, wilt thou linger

and linger?
Hasten,~- 'tis thou dost delay me!® he crieth with
peckoning fingsr.
In 11. 258 £f, Death is now haling her to the world of-
shadows.

Onz' haleth me-- halsth me hsncs t0o the mansion
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Of- the dead!-~ dost thou mark not the darkling
expansion
Of the pinions of Hades, the blaze of his eyes 'neath their
caverns out—-glaring?
What wouldst thou?-— Unhand me! - In anguish and pain by
what path am I faring!
In 11, 843-5, Heracles says that he will find Death bessidse
the tomp, drinking the funeral offsrings, and that he will
attagk him thers.,
I so. Bhe sable~vestursd King of Corps=s,
Death, will I watch for, and shall find, I trow,
Prinking tha~death~éraught'hard-beside‘the tomb .,
After her rsturn from thes grave Alcestis must remain speech-
less until her consscration t0 the nether gods is revoksd.
This would be& on the third day.
"Tis not vouchsafed thee yst to hear her voics,
Ere to the Powers beneath the earth she bs

Unconsecrated, and the third day come.
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XX1iv

Juno opens the Hercules Furens of Seneca by calling,
with some preliminary, upon all the nether deitiss—— Dis-
cord, Strife, Crime, Impiety, Error and Madness being
summoned as persons of great importancs in the lowsr world.
In 11, 858 ff. Thessus, about to narrate ths dseds of
hims=s1f and Hercules in the lower world, invokss the
protection of the Chthonic Gods ls2st his gpesch bes ir-
reverant.

You 1 ianvoke, ye gods who rule the world,

And. thes, the ruler of tns realm of shades,

And thee whom, snatched from ¥anz, all in vain

Thy mothsr sought. O grant that I may spneak

Truly of hidden things concealsd in sarth.
This, considering that his journey to Hades had besn uader-
taksn solely to aid Pirithous in capturing Perssphone,
would s=em to indicate that the nstnsr dods midht bs mors
tolerant than was popularly supposed. His description of the
lower redions znd their rulers is much too long for guota-
tion, In 11, 1221 f£f. Bercules, psind made aware of his
crime, calls on #ll the chthonic gods to hide him.

In the Medea, 1l. 9-12, the heroine calls on the Dusky
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Realms, the ghosts, and upon Pluto and Pers=phons.

Chaos of night eternal; realm opposed

To the celestial powsrsy abandonsd souls;

King of the dusky realm; Pesrssphons—-
In 11. 577-8, she invokes Hecate, goddess of witcheraft,as
she beging to prepare the poiscn for the robe which shs is
to present to Orsusa.

Gome at my inveccation, star of night!

Bndued with form most horribls, nor thrsat

#iith single face, thou thrss-formed dsity!
In 11, 770 ff. she offers her horrid mixtures to Hscate in
return for her ‘assistance,

Hars I pay to thee

On altars made of turf and red with blood

Thes= soleumn rites.
In the Hippolytus, 1ll. 1201 ff., Thes=us calls on thes lowsr
yorld to receivs him again, since his resturn To =arth has
prought nothing but disaster.

0 jaws of pale Avernus and ye cavss

Of Taenarus, ys waves of Lsthe's strsan,

So welcome to ths wretched, stagnant fens,

Hids ye the wretched one, with sndless woes

O'erwhelm!



In the Oedipus the plague in Thebes is heightened by ths
feverish fire of Phlegethon its=lf,
The Phlegsthon
Has changed its course, and with Sidonian streams
Phs Styx is mingled.
Cerberus too has appearsd on the earth.
'"Tis said the dog of hell has purst his chains,
Forged of Taenarian iron, and now haunts
Qur country.
Having at length lsarnsd of his unwitting crime, Oedipus
calls upon the' gods of the lower world to receive him and
punish him with their dirsst ills.
Barth, open! Prince of Darkness, king of shadss,
Take back to shadss Tartarsan the fate
That overthrows the laws of linsage!
In the Thysstes, 1l. 1008 ff., the hero calls on Barth to
yawn wids and sngulf his kinodom besaesatvh Hades its=lf.
Barth, ope thy prisons wide on every side;
If under Tartarus, below the place-
Where dwell our kinsmen, rests 2 loger desp——
In the Herculss 0Ostasus, 1l. 940 f££f., the unhappy Deiansira
calls on Hades to punish her as mortal nsver was punished

beforas.
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XXV

The foredoing chapters bear striking and indubitable
witness to the importance of disembodied spirits in the
very action of classical drama. If the motifs of thesz
plays are sxamined, the influence of thsse powsrful phan-
toms will be felt to b2 evsn strondsr.

In four of the extant plays of Asschylus, the catas—
trophes or series of catastrophes may dbe dirsctly tracsd
to the revenge of a spirit. The Seven Against Thebss is the
outcome of Osdipus’® curss upon his-sons;&épd the tragedies
forming the Oresteia trace successively the vendeance of
Thysstes, of Adamemnod, and of Clytaemnestra, upon thesir
foss of their own nousshold. The othsr thrse plays ars
exesptions to this rule from the fact that in them the
dirsct action of the Gods thems=slves is so paramount that
there is no room for other supernatural influence. Even so,
much of the Persas is taken up with the ianvocation of the
spirit of Daresius, ostensibly for information. The shost
however when it doss rise offers little or no assistancse
beyond revealing the reasons for the disasters to the coun-
try+- sternal laws violated and working retribution.

In Sophocles thse same=promineﬁce of supernatural in-
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fluences is st once evident. ¥ith ths excoption of the Philoc-
tetes, which is the working out of an ancient prophszcy, the
Aias, which is the action of Athena against the enemy of her
favourite Odysseus, and tha Trachiniae, which is ths work
of Hera, the plays of Sophocles also ars concernsd with the
revengs, more or less delaysd, of dead men. The Electra re-
lates the revends of Adamsemnon uvpon Clytasmnestra and Asgisthus.
The QOedipus Rex deals with the fulfilment of ths curss
against the line of Laius, and with Laius' own private
vengeance upon his murderer, The Oedipus Coloneus con-
tinues the.curse upon &teocles and Polynzicss, and all
the action of Theseus is due to iis consideration of the
benefits to accrus to his city from the shads of Oedi=
pus., The same curss of Pedipus upon ails children is worksd
out to its final fulfilment in the Antidone, along with
that pronouncsd sdainst Creon. And even in the Aias, al-
though, as has been obssrved, the direct action is that
of- Athena, there 15 more than a hint in a remark of Teucer
that.Aiasd fate is dus to the workins of Hector's dhost.
Buripides has less to do with ghosts as real influ-
ences., He is mors ipclined to the introduction of very

human gods into ais dramas. Nevertheless since his sur-



viving plays possess sco grsat numerical advantage over
those'of'hiS'predecgssors; he too affords mors than one
example of 2 similar theme. Ths Hecuba owss its calamities
t0 the demands of the spirit of'Achilles; and much of its
pathetic effect to the restlessness of the ghost of Polye
dorus. It is doubtful how much of ths Helen iS'traceable 
to the influence of ths spirit of Protsus. The Hlectrsa
and the Orestes dsal, of courss, with the vengeance-ssek-
ing spirits of Agamemnon and Clytasmnestra, rsspsctively.
Itie Heragleidae would not bs a tragedy at all but for the
demand of the Queen of Shades that a maiden be sacrificed
to her as the price of victory for the Athsnian arms. The
Phosnissae carries out O=dipus' curss: and the Supplices

only avoids the haunting spirits of the dead chieftains

by finally, and with consideraole trouble for all concerned,:

granting their bodies burial.

Senesca's plays borrow these influences, alongd with
their plots, from the Gresks., The dhost of Tantalus, dri-
ven by the Fury evoked by the curse g¢f Myrtilus, dominates
the Thyestes. That of Thyestes directs events in the Aga-
memnon. In the Troaies, the ghosts of Polydorus and Achil-

les are not alone, but share their place in the play with
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that of Hector. In the Oedipus the fate of the unhappy
king is more directly the doing of his father's spirit
than is the case in the treatment of tha sams subjsct by
the Greek tragsdians, In the Medesa, 2ven, the vengeance+
demandiag wraiths of the heroine's father and brothsr are
forces to be rsckonsd with. The Octavia, being written so
nuch after the manner of Senscz, exhibits ths same traits.
There is esven a sort of doubls haunting, s¢ to speak--
Agrippina’s ghost, taking veangeancs upon har son, is in
turn harass=d by ths spirit of hsr hustand, whom she has
murdersd.

it is interssting to onssrve how the influence of
gpirits is made much more sffective in most of the clas-
sical tragediss by thz fact that ghosts thamsslves appsar
on the stage with comparativse rarensss: and that in such
plays as d¢ thus present them, it is Dy no means invari-
ably those who make their appearance whose influence is
most powerful. The apparition of Darsius in the Psrsas,
for sxample, is solemn and very striking from the point
of view of sceniec =ffect; but he contributes nothing dirsct-
ly or indirectly to #he action of the play. On the othsr

‘hand,  that of Clytasmnestra in the HRumenidss is at once



felt to possess an apoalling power, and this effsct is
heightensd by her appsarance on tie stags,

/éophocles:never brings ghosts upon his stage at a3ll--
dus, perhaps, to the fact that while his plots deal with
the carrying out of ghostly ravenges thsrs iz zlways suf=-
ficient cause in ths characters of the humans of whom hs
#rites for ths svents, indepsndent of spiritual ones.,

Ths ghost of Polydorus, in Huripides' Hscuba, is lit-
tle less than a phy-bill-+ 2 newspapsr-ghost, as Vaudhan
terms him. The pathetic effect of thz apvearance of asr
son's vody to Hecuba, however, is heishizned oy the as-
surance of its beind no mers coincidsnce, thoush the dra-
matic effect is possiobly lesscsned.

Sensca's ghosts are the most ghostly of all: in fact
he is a master of horror, thoudsn to 3 modarn mind his pilsd-
up asoniss bscoms littls mors or less than a borz. fis
shost of Laius is svoked in ths most frightful mannsr,
and fully comes up to tne expsctations arous=sd by the cir-
cumstances heralding its approach. His ghost of Thyestizs
suggests by tne mannar of iis appearancs that it comes at
the end of a2 previous play rathsr than at the pesianing

of this—- 2 play in which it bas taken all the action.
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His ghost of Tantalus is partly tormentsd and partly tor-—
menting. Both thsse spirits, appsaring as they do inm the
opening scenes of their respegtive plays, 3t once make
clear that the zvents to follow ars uader their dirsction.
The dramatic effect is somewhat similar to that caused by
the apparition of Cassar in Shakespeare’S'niay; the latter
however is much supsrior becausz the ghost comes aftsr its
influsnce has bsen increasingly fs=lt and not before it has
had a chance to be displayed,. Ssneca however had not ths
art of lsaving anything to the imagination of his audience.
So the Ghost developed, to becomes still mors prominent
in the literature of the Renaissancs, and die' a lingdering
death in the centuriss succesdins. Modern drama is inclined
to ignere him, for the most part. It will notrbe surprising,
howsver, if he makes his reappszarance at soms futurs date,
fresh from his long Trepose, and armed with all ths resour-
ces of modern psycholody. Such an apparition will throw into
the shade all his predecsssors, sincs modern ressarch #will
provids him with a .complex personality and he will have
means st his disposal hitherto undreamsd-of. And after one

glimpse at his qualities and posmibilities, we shall probsbly



turn with a sigh of relisf, sven as Tantalus would fain
have turned back to Hadss from ths Fury who appallsd
him, to ths mors familiar and far mors comfortabls

Shades of Classical Tragsdy.
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