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This thesis is aimed at examining the changing attitude of the 

l<hoja Ismàfj:lis in Pakistan toward themselves, and towards Islam J 
and Westernization as viewed. throuqh the Finnans ' of Sultan ~ 

• l ' • ~ 

s~, the Agba I<:han III; and Ka,Çim ~ -Husaynl, the Agha ~ IV. . -

AIrongst the various attE!tlJts by Muslims to a::rœ to grips with 

develq:ments '~~rn 'vVOr1d without forsàking their +,e1igious 

values, the responses àf the NizarI Isma'Üis in Pakistan are one 
, ' 

inportant exanp1e. The peculiari ty and significanœ of the responses, 

however, appears ta eœxge fran the very inner mruœ-up of the 
• 1 

respondent - the ''remaIIII system of beliefs concerning the authority 
~ 
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Les Isœ.êlIens Nizaris du Pakistan: 

l'Islam et le phêna'rêne d'occidentalisation, 
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L' institut des êtudes ~slamiques, J' 'I.1I1i versi tê 

de ~ill. 
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Dans cettl thêse, nous allons étudier d' une ~ l' ~volution ~ / 
des Khoja tsra~liens 'dU P~satn au pakis:a:r~ et .ceile par rawort 

al' Islam, ainsi que la plWnanêne d' OCciden~iSatiOn, d· apœs les 
// 

Fi.l:nl&1s de Sultan ~ ~ ,1' Ag~ ~ III et dé ~Î<arim al-:;Jiusayni 
~ .. ............ 

1 -

/ 

PaIllli les diffêrentes tentatives faites Par les nrusulmans, pour 

s'adapter au zronde rrodenle, sans pour autant ab::>ndonner leurs valeurs 
" . 

religieuses, celle des I~lien!! Nizaris du Pakistan ~st signi~icative. 
',,-

La particularit~ et la sens des rêactions senblent surgir"des trêfonds 
"-

qui constituent la base. de celui qui r~git - cette base êtant"'le 
\ ~ 

systêne Ismaê1ien des croyances concernant l' autoritê de l' rmam. 
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atterpt:s te adjust te the irrpact of rrodernizatian' in Pakistan as re-
~ 

f1ected in the Finnahs o:Éastù-tan---M\;IhaImad--shah-,the-~ Khân III . . 
(1877-1957); and Karim 'al-Husayri'I, the Agha Rhin IV (1936- )o. 

C • 

..,. 
Set in the context of the ];plitica1 developœnt of Pakistan, 

where the question of Islam' s position in the mOdern wor1d is cons-

tantly deba:ted, thls study is a.iIœd at revealing how a significant 

Muslirn group in Pakistan responds te the impact of both Islam and 

Westernization . 

1 
! ///-r 

'!he exp:>sure of the Muslims of India te the Westem WJr~d,..elici - i ' 
r J 

ted certain major trends anongst themo. Firstly, there ~ those ( J, 

• 
who directed ~ir attention ta the Islamic past with the purpose 'i 
of iàealizing the Faith ta the eJ.Cf:ent that i t appeared te contain 

al1 the gocd that the West' came to possess 50 late in h'trnan history. 

This group rraintained that the Muslims, through negligence and ri­

gidity, had fai1ed te conduct their lives in accordancé\.with the 

ideals of Islam. Their attention was thus directed ta defining Islam 

throu;Jh the glorification of the Islamic pasto. Can:twel1 Smith tenns 

this "ittavenent in favour of the Is1amic Culture of the past ,,1 as . 
"apologetic. ,,2 This trend is best reflected in Syed Amir 'Ali 's 

widely-read "Spirit of Islam. ,,3 ... . 
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~ MllSlims, however, 'felt ~ the Muslims themselve!t,: whi1e 
~ \ '! ~,.~ r 

'.' , 
transmitting te the West the sciences which they ~lves had' 

(c' l • .. 
mastered sa well at one time, yet rsrained ignorant and ~, at the 

Q 

present tiIœ. To regain what the Muslims had lost, th!eae peë5ple 
/ 

felt Z -the !otlslirrs ~t embrace 1hedlanges intmduœd by the '*"- and \:bat by doinq 50, a Muslim;"" mexely reas~.mat 
lyis Faith had ·a1ways preached. Changes introduced through ~te.In 

/ poli~~_ and _~oc:i,.a~ ideas __ YJere, in ~~ct, ~ as a realization of 

Islamic ideals and net as a oontradiction to the!n. This sort of 

attitu3eroay, for convenience, be referred to as 'refonnist'. 

Sayyid ~ Khan (1817-1898) and, 1ater, the Agha Khàn ~presented 
-~ 

the refonnist attitude in India. 

Beth the apologetic and refonnist tendencies in India, ~ver, 

shared the vj.ew that Islam was not opposed te1:l1e! Westerniztt:1on \ 
, 1 

of the Mus1ims' social and econanic institutions. Thus, for the 

pu:tp:)Se of this st'lrly, the terrn, 'MJdernism,4 bas been emp10yed 

broadly to ~cx:mpass bath the apo1ogetic and reformist tendencies 

am.::m.g the Muslims of t.:tJe Indian SUb-continent. Wherever there has 

been a need te specify a particular trenp of thought, the phrase 
" 

'M:xiernist refonnist' or 'r.t:rlernist apol~tic' bas been used. 

There does net appear te have been a strong or an organized 

group in India advocating secularism _ - in the sense of being indiff­

erent te religion while in the prooess of adopting ~. 'nùs 
• > - \ ' ,\ 

attitude, beirig little represen~ by the Musliros in, India, is \not 

dealt with in this study; 

On the other band, 1lliere were those Musllms· who shared the 

( 

. . 

1 
1 
1 

----+-
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'MXlemi.st' ~ of ëestcwing attention on the' Islanu.e past and 

its ideals but who, differed considetably in their attitudes towards 

~ ideas and culture. Their point ofdeparture,lay in the clearly 

defined inten~ of ~g ~! -Islamic ideals and rejecting the ' 

aùen and flannful .~luences of ~ West. 
5 The changes te be intro­

duoed in a Muslim society, according to this 'poSiti~ had ta be gear-. ,.. '; -
ed not anly towards purging it frou aH that was ~flOn-Islamic, but 

, 
1:owards systenatically bringing it back into the 'Islande fo1d. The 

representatives of this attitude rnay generally be characterized as 

'Traditionalists' • 

Anong the traditionalist Muslims, there are ~ distinct and , . 

si.gnl.ficant groups in Pakistan. There are conserve.tives~ who "under-
, . 

stand their funçti.on te be, net refom or exploration, but the mas-
-

teJ:y, preserva-q.on and transmissiol1 of a law alre~ ful1y rounded 
, . 

and ~". 6 Whi.le the conserva.tives depend entire1y ana the _ -r 
principle of tts1id (accœ:ilinEJ te which the legal opinions of the 

orthodax schools of law :r;e:nain valid' for all tirœ} there is ano-. . 
tber -g.roup, the revivalist Muslirrs, who reject t;asIlld and replace 

it with. ijtüt&i (individual judgenent), as a means for ùiterpreting 

} t',,=,,-- -
tbe Qur~ and Sunnah. "'!'bey wish te rediscover and "~7 the 

~~ tJ;Uth whi.?h centur1.es ?f intetpretation and~sion 
bave overlaid and obscured". 7 'ltle revivalist novement is spearhead-

ed Dy tbe Jama(at-i-Isl:ami (the Islamie Society) which was fotmded 

by Abu-l-A (la Mawdtlii (1903-1979). 
, ' 

One of the earliest effective exP:>sitions of the IrOàernist re-
1 

fotm:ist trend in the ~ Sub-contiÏiënt is generaliy attributed te 

Sir sayyid Atmad I<lin. In response. te the waves of GladStonian Liber-

.. 

o 

o " 

, " 

-
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ali$lll, and Western Dem::x:racy that were influencing India 8, Sayyid 

Al)fuad Rhah expressed Ms concern in regard te two matters: 

1. The fear 0'1: Hi.ndu danination whieb wàs readi1y attainable in a " 

dem::x::ratic system,.because the Hindus were the vast majority of the 

population 9 
i 2. The backwardness of' MuSt"lItIS whiCh he hoped to eli 

minate throU;h their effective participation in the flCMing stream 
" , c , 

of Wes1:enl ,thought, this in turn to be achieved through education. 

The Aligarh College, ,which he fotmded, operated at the level of a 

Westem Institution producing sare of the first supporters of the 

clemand for the ro1i tical rights of the MuslimS. 10 ~1hile a few of ~ 

supporters of sayYid Al:Jnad I<hàh, such as MlJl?siÏl al-MÜlk and the 

... - -
Agha I<han, ,founded the ~l:im League which later 'came tç>- spearhead 

the Pakistan M:lVement-\lI1der.MuJ.:1aItnad l'Ali JJ.nnah, sc::rœ other suppor­

ters, such as 'Syed . AmIr (Ali engaged in extensive apologetic wri­

tings idealizing ear1y Islafu and, at the sarne tilœ, blaming the -/Ulamâ' 
, , , 

for the present low stàte of the Muslims. 11 

'Ire Traditiotralists, in tUnl, condarœd the M:XIernists as here-. \ 

tics 'for abandoning Gad.' s ~1l in favor of roaterial interests. 12 On . . 
~ 

the one band, tlle distance œtween the M:xlemist and. Tradi~onaiist ~ 

attitudes kept on widen.ing, but, on the other, the two tendencJ.es 

cimtrThuted significant,ly ~~ Muslim self-awarenessi and, as 

~ result, the political and the religious gulf between the Hindus 

and tœ Muslirns wiœned.13 

Tension œtweerl the M::ldernists and the Trëditionalists, on the . ' 

one band, and œtween Musl:i.rœ and Hindus, on the other, accc:rrpanied 

1 

1 

l 
1 

\ 1 
.4 
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the ..traunatic erœrgence of Pakistan in 1947. j 
, ' 

The factors that actUaJ.ly 1ed r ta the birth of the_ S.tate o~ Pakistan 

do net seem ta indicate that Pakistan was ta have becane an IsIamic 

State,14 aJ.though it can he safe1y as~ that the Pakistarr' nove­

ment, which gained m:::mentun CIlly af~ 19361.5 ''was ïnext:rlcably bound 

up with the rellgious loyalties and cx:mnitrrents of the rnajority of -

its people. "16 Prior ta 1936, the role of the Muslim League, the 

party which led the· separatist novarent, was confined ~ leading 

a struggle for procuring sufficient seats for Mus1ims in the Assenb1y 

. 17 
on the basis of separate electorates. 

nor the intentions of the Muslirn League18 
Q 

Nei ther the objectives 
1 

came at all close to de-

fining what: e.xactly is a Muslirn Society or what exact1y is the base -

the Shari Ca - on which the Muslirn Society was to be erected. 'nle 

electians of 1936-1937, in which the Mus1im I.eague was heavi1y def­

eated in the Muslirn majority provinces, indicate that the Ieague 

did net reéeive the support of the Muslim masses. l9 Whatever may 

have been the actual rcoti vations that operated behind the ~gue' S 
1 . , 

tactics after 1936-1937 in gathering Muslim rnass support tor the 

achieverœnt .of Independence, the hista:ry of Pakistan - in the post-
. 

Pakistan phase - caIœ ta be viewed "in a ~ligious frame of. refer-

ence,,20 by the Pakistanis. 

Such a view of history implied that the struggle of Muslims 
o 

throughout . the histoJ:y of the independence rroverrent was justified 

by their having won an ~rtuni ty ta cany out the appliœtion of 
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Islamic principles to thei..r ultimate extent by creating an ideal ' 

Islami'c ~i~ty. 
1 

'!'hua c:cmœnced a bi~ struggle between the administators f, 

_ who were aften Western trained
J 
and the traditionalists. The latter 

claimed te ,represent thé àsPii:a~ of the people in their attetrpt ..... 
ta coin an Islamic ldeology for Pakistan. Unaware of the detailed / . 
famtUlations of the Shari 'a2l the IOOdernists teiled to stretch the 

general Islam,icf~principles in an attarpt te make them nest' ~ther 

with the WesteJ:n' ideas of de:1'œracy, liberty, etc. 22 The tradition­

alists, particualrly the revivalists, who enjoyed great influenœ, 

extended the argunent furt:her te define the rreaning of the teJ:ms 

'Islamic State' and 'Islamic Society' • 

The revivalists, under the banner of the Jama tat-i-Islarni ~ 

led by -'MaWlana Mat.-rludi,23 viewed an Islamic Society as ~t society 

which is· cx:mnitted ta fallowing the Islamic ideals - the Divine Will 

7 ~ its totality. In the inTt of such an, Islamic ~iety, Iœre 

verbal expressions of'an indi vidual 's ccmnitment or oonfonni ty are 

insufficient. Action must of necessity jallow the intention. 24 
\ 

, \ 

'. - ./lbrough ~ individual's and ... so" the society's active participation 

in the observation of the religiouS ri tuals and practices.. and the 

IOO.ral, social, poli tical, and econanic teacll.i?9"s of Islam., the Muslims 

oould realize in this world the Divine Pattem, as revealed in the 

Ourcan and S~. In ather YA:>rds, the existence of his whole society de-

'pends op thecamù:Fent of both the indivi.dual and society te regulate. 

the life of Muslims according te the Divine pat'Qml.25 

1 
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The evants rnarking the course of r;oli tical history in Pakistan 

evidence the definite inFtct of 'the traditiow attittrle on the Muslims 

of Pakistan. At the consti tutional leYeI, the Govemœnt of Pakistan 

faced a major sturnbling block in trying te reconcile general Islamic 
o 

principles, which we.re enbocu.ed in the Objectives Resolution, 26 with 
" 

l'OClderl'l dsl"pcratic philosophy. The contrast bet\Veen the di vinely 1 • 
-~ 0 

san~oned revealed 1?lWS on the one hand, and man-made laws on the 

other, could not be contained. 27 The process of consti tution-making 
" p 

appears te have, amidst the massive diffculties faced by the Gover­

nnent, caved in finally under the '\\eight of religion and regional 

conflicts and, in 1956, par.istan was declared an Islarnic State. ~8 

This rreant net only elici ting of proper responses fran the population 

in tenns of the revisian of the educatiortal system and the status 

and rights of minority groups, but --~adua1 and systematic reorien-, 

tation of Various Muslim groups towards accarodating traditional 

, tendencies. 

. . The present, st~ focuses on one such. group of Muslims in Pakistan, 

the Ni~~ I~ cilis, to examine their r~sponses and the attitudes 

which they took tcMards the daninant traditional attitude in 
~-t-_.l.-

This study, hcwever, will net he concemed with the Isma cUis of 

Nc::ll:tl'emAreas of Pakistan - also generally known as 'Badakshanis' 
, 

or '.Mc:Jwlais' 29 - dUe te the fact of their not œing eonverted fran 

Hinduism. This rnakes a differenœ in the way they act, thinki or 

behave. 

The Nizari IœC!Us are a sect within the shi Ca diviSion of 

/ 
) , 

1 

/ 

f; .,..... 

" 

/ 
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Islam. The shiJar who are in a rninority in Pakistan, recognize (.Ali, 

~ Prophe.t's ~usin and son-:-in-Iaw, as the first divinely àppoin-

ted leader crmarn} az1d the successor (Wasl) of the Prophet. 30 Further-
~ - _ 0 

!t'Ore, the A 'inmah. (the plural of rnam) are the ~ans and the 

interpreters of the Qurcan, and are appointed by ~ (which literally . .. 
means 'by being explicitiy named') 31 te guide the Mu 'ininIii' (the 

~} according te the needs and circunstances of the tllres. 32 -
For the S1.D'lIÙS, however, '!;he belief is that ânyone who 15 elected 

ta lead the Musl;Üns at ~ congregational levaI ls an I.nëiq~ 33 He 

need not he appointed by Nass nor is he entrusted. with the p6Ner 
-r;-

o 

te inherit the divine autbori ty of Allah and ms Prophet through ' 

the preceding A Cimnah. According te the Sunnis, the first Inim or 
" -

Khalifah was Abu Bakr, followed by CUrer bin I<ha:tr~, lUthrnàn, and 

- - ~ 
CAli. The Shi Ca, while making a distinction be'bleen the !=Osi tion 

- -
of a Khalifah. - who is a secular leader - and the Inàin - who is both 

1 a secular and a spiritual leader - do net recognize the first three 

I<halÜahs as:rniams i? the category of 'AlI who wqs the first rrram. 
. . 

The theological, and hence the poli tical, consequences of this dis-

tinction are far.~ching and are beyond the scope of what can be 

, di.scussed bere~ 34 1 

__ 1 

Am;:>ng the Shi Ci sects found:in Pakistan, the I-thM(Ashariyya 

/ ~lver snI (a) is the larqest group, foll~ by the Isra cilis. The 

Ismà'Üis are, again divided in~ Ml.1sta 'alis (generally knam as 

Bohora Isrna-tilis) and Niz~i IsmatIlis. The latter believe that 

the present ighà I<bàn rv, SllSh Karbn al-Husa~, is the forty-ninth 
-~ . 

.. 
" . 

\-__ ~l 
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in ~ line of ~- the direct descendant ~f the Prophet ~, 

through his daughter, Fa1;:.ùnah. 35 ~ 

It was during the Fa~d-IsniCili rule in Egyp~ (lOth-12th'œn­

turjes) and later fran the llth century with the establishment of 

Isma C~i :fOW& at 1 CAlamÜt in Iran, and. still latar in the I9th century 

with. the migration of the Agh8. KhBn l te India, that Ismat!Usm 
" , 

spread te India through a very effective systan of Da Cwa. 36 It aiIœd 

at convertiItg individuals or groups through a process of translating 

the Isma cui Doctrine into the religious tenns already accepted' by 
, 

. the converts. 37 In India, the converts were not discouraged fran 

"!"etaining many Hindu custans and ri tuaIs after o:::ming within the 

I~ci]i foid. Theaprocess of conversion must alse have necessitated 

invoivenent of various other factors which neE!d not I:::e of concerh 

te us here. 'lW:> :i.rrp::>rtant developrents, ~ver, will he zœntioned 

te indicate certain ~al features characterizing the -Indian Nizari 
I~tÜis during the early phase of British rule ,in India. 

C' 'ç 1 J. 

Firstly, a transcendental d:in'ension was added tD the concept . -
of the ~ by a synt.hesis of aspects of the Hindu heritage of the con-

verts., an the anehand, with their f'eoI1 Shi 'i Islamic orientation, on 

the other. 

In this context, Justice Arnauld, while presiding over the faIIDUS 

High Court case, 38 known as the Khoja Case or the Ag~ KhM Case, 

" in 1866, e]a.borated' the above developnent in his judgement. ('!te 

case is deal t wi th iri sane length in the next chapter where it i~ 

nore relevànt te the argunent ). 

\ 
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What is Dasavatar? It is a treatise in 10 chapters contain­

ing (as, indeed, i ts narne irnports) the account of ten avatars 

or incarnations of Hindu God Vislmui the tenth chapter treats 

of the incarnation of the bt Holy Ali, _._ 

On the other hand, it is precisely such a beok as a Dai 

or missionary of the Ismaili ~uld carp:::>se or adapt if he 

wished ta convert a body of not very learned Hindus to the 

rsmaili faith. It precise1y carries out what, it has already 
\ 

~ shown, were the standing instructions to the Dai of t:he 
r~lis, viz, te procure conversion by assuming, as in great 

\ 

part true, the religious standpoint of the intenœd convert. 

This is exact1y what this' b::lok does: It assures the nine 

incarnations of Vishnu te be tn1e as far as they go, but not 

the whole truth, and then supplerrents the :i.rnFerfect Vishnu­

vi te system by superadding the cardinal doctrine of ,t'be 

Ismailis, the incarnation and ccming manifestation (or Avatar) 

of the 'M:>st Holy Ali' '. 39 

Secondly, the authority of the Aq~ I<Iians as the A Cinmah of 

the Nizari Ismi'ilis'was officially recognized by I~ British Gover­

nrnent through various channe1s, like those of' court cases_ 40 This 

helped considerably tb.va.rds fostering the identi ty of the NizarI 

1----------'lI'sSI1mlla1'tL(;iJ·lbiis~,.ntJholO_ba~ far been shrouàed in mystery. 41 

/ 

-- ----._------....,. 

The Khoja Court case of 1866 and its deci~ion'officia11y upheld 

the view that the Ag~ Kh.in, recently arri ved in India, was in fact 

the I:rn.in about whan the Isma Ciii 0; Cls had been preaching for the 

last centuries. His trarkcendental status did rm.x:h te elevate the 

jnp:>rtanœ of the Firroans which were vierNed by the cc:mnuni ty as 

divinely sanctioned advice, and which the Agba Khà'n;:rmam utilized 

te help direct his charges through the problems posed by z.tx;lernism. 
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- ~ - - - - -Imam Sultan MuJ:lamnad Shah,' the Agha Khan III (1877-1957), vi90r-

i . 

CflSly st:lpEX)rted the m::x3e.rnist trend., the effect of which was directiy 

t±ansmitted through. the Fi.nnâits. His tmflinching supp::lrt for rrodenUsm' 

even after the partition of India indicates not only a grCMing dis­

tance between the attitude of the Nizir1. Isma.'ilis and traditional Isla-

mie tendencies, but also that their 1 Islamie .~rld View is diamet­

ricallyopposed te ~ inplica.tions of a 'Musliirt'''Society' or an 

o , 

'Islande State' as; \IDderstood by the latter. c.--<,- ,. _' ~:. L"",. ~ • 

Mter the àenise of the Ag~ Kh.in III in 1957 ~ ~ ~di (throne) 

of the ImBmah passed on te ,his gr~on, shBh Karim al-~usayni, 
- -the Agha Khan IV (1936-). Under the Agha Khan IV - Harvard gra-

duate in Middle Eastern Studies - there appears ta have been a gradual . , 

" -- --but noticeaèle change in the &-ttituè.e ~ the Nizari Isma cilis frou 

out-right IrOderni.sm te a ca~tious and a~ting rrodernist-traditional 
~ 

syntœsis. : 

When Pakistan was bo:rn, a large nqnber of NizarI Isrra Cilis 

migrated fran India, many of whan came to hold .inpJrtant jobs in . 
banks and other cx:mnercial enterprises in their Dell haneland. 42 

'l'hose.IsrnàtUis who already lived within the areas that fomed Pakis­

tan, -S1:ayed there. 43, . 

'!!le available figures on the popula~ of the Niz~i Ismacilis 

in Pakistan vary tc:x:> much te penn:i t nnre than rœre awroximatioo. 

The estimates range fran s~"Percent (of the total population of . . \ 

forty million) 44 'te 200,000. 45- Tœ Signifi~ce of the group, ~ 
1 

ever, lies in its econaniè and social activities. While five percent 
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of industrial investments are in their ~, 46 they are mainly 

a business oriented group. Proport.4-0nateÏY, Hànna Papanek maintains" 

- there aJ:'7 " ••• fewer poor and lower middle class families aroong Khoja 

Isma C.~lis than in the general poplÙation and ooncanitantly m::>re 

middle class and wealthy families. ,,47 She describes the "Isma'ilis as; 

A well-defined or9anized social unit, with its own houses 

of pra~, social welfare institutions and econanic organi­

zations ••.• They had rrore ch.iJ-d health centres, matemity 

hospitals, scD;x)ls, than rnany canparable groups ~ their wanen 
were freer, and their child.ren, especially girls, getting 

rrore education. ~t men aimed to be self erployed business­

men, rather than errployees and many had succeeded in this. 48 

An inquù:y towards the unàerstanding of the social, econanic 

and poatical activities of tœ Khoja Ismàcilis in Pakistan ~d, 
undoubtedly, be of significance te a student of r.bdern Isrria lIii His-

tory. The reason for net adq:>ting the above apprœch in the pre-

sent study lies in the fact that 'the activities of a group are always 

linked wi. th, and certainly detennined by, the attitude of the group 

towards itself and its surrou;ndings.' In this study', an attempt 

is ~ to ~ the changi.,ng attitude of the Khoja Isnàcil~S in 

Pakistan towards 'tbemselves, and towards Islam and Westemization 

as vieWed through the F.i::cnins of SUl~ ~ Slih, the Agha 

KtiBn III; and Kariin al-flUSaynl, the Agha Kh.Ë IV. 

AnDilgst the vai:-ious attempts by Muslims te cane to grips wi th 

developnents in the Modetn l'k>rld withQut forsaking their religious 

values, the responses of the Niziri Iami 'Ilis in Pakistan are one 

ÏItp:)rtant exanple. The peculiarity and the significance of the res-
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panses, however, appears to eœrge fran the very inner rnake-up Of the 

re'spOndent - the I~ Ciii system of beliefs conCènling the auth::lri ty 
'Il .. _ 

'il - ., -
of, the Imam. This study a:i.ms at showing ~ -the rrodern situation 

haB affected A:he IË 'iii ballef system and especia11y views concer-

ning 'the authority of ~ ':rmam. 
~ 

,. 

, .. :..-
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-1. FIRMMS 

Theœ is a lirni tation on the present study :posed by the fact 

that not all the Fl.nnBns of the period ta !Je studied were availab1e 

, ta Jœ. ,î have had 'access te approximate1y 80% of the total number . , ' 

of Finrà'ns that w::>uld be relevant to a canplete s'tudy of the prob1em 

at issue. Due ta historica1 circumstances, the '!~ ciUs treat the 

Fi.mà'ns in the rnanner that they are 1east exposed te misrepresen­

tation or misuse.. Hence, Firmàns issued to individuals, and dealing - , 

with their individual prob1ems - "though significant for 'this study -

are anitted. The avaiiàble Fi.J::InàDs, which are 1isted be10W' are 

"rollective" Fumâns (issued to the group ?S a who1e and deaJ jng 

with general matters) • 

'l11e Fi.J:mBns rnay be issued directly to the group (Jama 'at) , in 

- -
the fonn of ~ addre,~s_ by the Imam in personi or ~e may convey a 

F~ through the leaders of the Jarnaf:at. 

A. THE -F~ OF THE AGHA KHAN III: 1885-1957 

Imam Su1~ ~ shah issued FiJ:mins rnainly in Hindi-urdu, 

Persian, and English. Many Fintëns were inaccurate1y translated 

on the spot ;into Gujarati by trans1ators or seqetaries who varied 

fmn place ta place. 
, • 1 -

Due te bad translations, sane F:u:mans appear 

to he inconsistent. For instance, the tenns connoting different . 

~-------­meanings such as dharam, Din, Maàhab, etc, are used ~usly 

-------------
(

.' for religion or faith. Apart fran that~ :tr-anS1ations appear to 

- J-----------------------

-------~-~------------~~-~-_.~ 
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. be 'rnissing the vi~dness of certain attitudes either prevalent or 
'. 

being introduced. 

1. KaLim-e-~in. "Ho1y Fhmans of M:M1ana SUltan Muhamnad 

..,. '. 

2. TaIika fan; Mes~ges. 

3. RuhinI Riz. 

Shah the Aga !<han". Bc:InJ;>ay: Ismai1ia 

Association for India, 1950. 

The FiJ:nënS~ fran 1886 ta 1951 have 'been 

ccn;>iled~~inGujarati in 2 volumes. Marly 
~ , , . 

of the 603 Fil:IM.ns in these vo1\m:!S were 

issued f~~ the Indian and Pakistan i Jama Cats. 
,'1'..-",: ~~ 

,; 

"M:Mlana Hazir Imam' s Talika and Messages. n 

- - -~~-------------
lvbnbasa.: Shia Imarni Isma.ilia Association 

for Africa, 1955. 

This ~1.l!œ._ ccntains approximate1y 125 
~.ç ~ ~ • 

1etters·. and te1egrams -in Eng1~, covering 

the period: 1923-1954. 

nThe F.innans of Imam Sultan ~ 

Karachi: Ismaïlia As:SXn:a1::J. 

'l'hi$ }X)()k contains about '50 extracts of 

~~~tion the subject of spiri- . 

------------tua! awareness. The~dcL!!!t go 

beyond°1908. 

4. Fi.nnM Muberak. nM:Mlana Hazir Imam' s Firmans: 1952 Pakis - -. 

i 

- ----~---
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! 
tan Visit." Karachi: 'l1le Ismailia 'Asso-

ciation for Pakistan, 1954. 
, 

Apgrox:imate1y twenty-five Fil:trëns are 

catq?i1ed in 100 pages. Since they were 

issued <iuring the Agha -Khan' s 1952 nait,.., 

they are indispensab1~ for understanding 

. the ear1y phase of) I~ 'i1i adjust:Irent 
~ 

in Pakistan. 

1 B. THE FIRMANS OF AGHA KHAN IV: 1957-1980 

-
5. Amulya Ratno. 

6. F:ïnnan MÜbarak. 

1 

"Finnan Mubarak of r.tMlana Shah I<arim al 1 

1 

Husayni, 1957-1964." ~a: The sItil " 
i 

rIDami l sociation for Kenya, 1965. 
• 1 

1 

This volume contains 124 Fil:rcëns, cc::rrté-i1ed 
, ' 

in Gujarati. 

1 
"M:Mlana Shah Karim al-Husayni' s Pakis~ 

Visit, 1964 and 1976." Karachi: Isna-! 
1 

ilia Association for Pakistan, u.d. 1 

o " 

32 selected F:U:mins have been cœpi1ed 

in English in 2 vo1unes. The Fi.mà'ns 1 _ _ J 
were issued in Karachi by the Agha I<halt 

IV, wben he viSit:ed"Paki~ in 1964 ' 

1976. . 

, 

i 
1 

! 
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. . 
7. Fi.l:n'ën MÜbarak. "Delivered in Banbay CiIf 27th November, 

1973." V'ancpuver: H.H. 'nle, N]a Khan 

Shia Imami' Ismailia As~tion for canada, u.d. 

2. SPmlmS AND WRI'I.'IN:;S. 

'I1le f;llcMing public speeches and writings of l:œ ~ also 

offer a valuable sourCes for understanding the Fi.l:Inàns, and, heIlœ, 

the attitude cf the Ism'!lis 'in relation tD the wider group. Although 

bard and fast distinctions canrx:>t be maintained in this study bet­

ween the public speeches and the Fi.l::nins, they are treated separately 

for convenience. While the Fmnans are directed at the Jama Cati 
j 

level, the speeches and the ~itings operate at the public lever in 

which the Jarna 'at may or ma~ not te directly involved. The latter, 

at-least, supplaœnt the study by offering an insight intD the F:U:rr.ans. 
-- _ - 0 _ Q 

- 1. . Agha Khan Sult;an MtJtlanmad Shah. Message te the Nation of Pakistan 0 

! 

and ti:>rld of Islam. Karachi: Ismailia Association for 

Pakistan,1968. 

2. ~~, Sul1;M ~d Shàh and ZaId. 'Ali.~ ~~s o~; Islam., 

'.JtI- Lahore: Sh. Muhanmad Ashraf, 1954. 

3." ~ ~:t ~ Shà!î. l\ddreSs ";t the Session of ~-
~ Islami (9-2-1951) Karachi: 'u.d. 

/~o 

4. ~. \ \ t ~ ,in Transi~on, A stuly in Political Evol~on. 

New York: Bennett, Coleman, and Co., Ltd. The "Tllœs 

of India" Office, 1918. 

5. 'ITle Mem:>irs of ?\ga I<haIÏ. New York: Sinon and Schust:er, 1954. 
, ~ 

0,,- - _ -0 '-: -

6. Agha II:ban Shah·I(arim al"ifUSayni. Spee!:hes. lbnbasa: Iemailla_ 

.. 

/ 
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Association for Kenya, 1963. Part I. 

Speeches.. Part II (1958-1963). M:rnbasa: Shia Dnami 

Is1na:uia Associations for Africa, 1964. 
~ 

~ Delivered at the Annua1 General ~ting of the . , 
~ . 

__ ~ East Afriœn Mus1irn We1fare Socieq, M::mbaSa: (16-ll-1957) • 
,.. s~ /;::;. 

'U1e Choice of Muslims, nacca: H.R.H. Prince Aga Khan -~----
) SUprEJœ Co\ID~l for East Pakistan, u.d • 

10. . COnvocation Adress at Peshawer Uni versi ty of Pakistàn 

(30-11-1967). Pakistan. 1967. . . 

Il. __ With Preesrnen, The Platinum Printers Ltd., Manbasa, 1958. 

12. __ 

13. __ _ 

"The Ro1e of Private Initiative, in Deve1oping, COlmtries" 

at SWiss-Amercian Chamber of Carmercei 1976, Zurich. 

The Muslim t-br1d. Yesterday Today and 'l'aoorrcM, Rarachi: 
, , 

His Royal Highness the Aga Khan Ismaïlia Federal Cot.mei1 

for Pakistan, u.d. 
~ ~ 

14.- _---'-\ . Speeches on Art and Architecture~ Ismai1i ·Mirror, 
. - ... , 

~ .. . 
Octo.ber 1980. Karachi: 'Pak Ismaïlia Publication • 

. ~ 

~. 

.. 
'1 \ ' ... >, 

\ 

'" 



( 

1'9 

.;;;Ch~ • ...;;1;.;;.. ___ In;;;.;..;troducti~~=·;,;;on:.;:. (Methodo1ogy, Sources, e~.) 
, . 

. Ch. 2 • The Indian Phase: 1885-1936 • 

. This period':fran the accession of Sultan MuharmIad shah, the . . . 
A"gli ~ III, te the :r:nanat unti1 the advent of the concept of "Pakistan" 

provides the background against which the NizirI Isna 'Ill at~ 
, 

te adjust te the:impact of r.t:>derni.zation is exam.ined. J 

1 
Ch. 3. Pakistan Phase, Part I: 1936-1957. 

These a.l:1 the .years ln 'which the Pakistan~tate idea evo1ved; , 

cama te fruiUoni and in which the Pa1Ü.stanis 9Z'opedthrough uncer ... 

tainty :in searCh of a workab1e state ideo1~ The period fra'n Pakistan' s 
> 

eœrgenœ until the demise of Âghi I<l1M III, in 1957, is marked by . " 

a sufficiently c1ear indication of the IsM 'i;ii inclinati~ towaras 

M:ldenù.srn. 

Ch::. 4 • 
• 

The Pakistan Phase, Part II: 1957-1980. 

\ - - - -
Fran tlie accession of KaI::im al-~usayni, the Agha !<han ri, te 

the ~t until bis 19~ visit te Pakistan. 

o 
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1. Cantwell Snith, Modem Islam in India, IDndan: Victor Gollanez 

Ine., 1946, p. c)47. 
ü 

2. Cantwe11 Smith, Islam in ~ Histery, New York: The New 

Alœrican Library, Ine., 1969, p. 97. 

3. Syed·Amir (Ali, Spirit of Islam: A History of the Evolution 

4. 

and Ideals of Islam, with a life of the Prophet, London: 

Metheun, 1965. . ; 

ACfndft:édly, the term 'Modemism' is used here in a fairly limited 
1 

) 

and specifie sense. The te.nn is rœant to connote the 

need te acWpt the changes introduced by the West[ 

whi1e disc1a:i.ming any thought that Isl:!Im ë!oes not contain 

within itse1f the potentiality required te generate the 

changes., See Cantwe11 Smith, Islam in ~ India. 

Sane' Ib:1emists, however, saw the phenarenon of change 

as inevi table and oonsistent wi th the 1aw of nature 

'that change is realit;y'. As such, te partieipate in 

a rhythm of change was te escape the 'e1utches.of the 

past'. See Charles Ad.arœ, "Conservative M;)vements in 

the Arab N::>r1d", Arah Jow:nal, vol. IV (1967), p. 5ai 

For further e1aboration of the meaning of the tenn 

'M:x3ernisn' in the oontext ,of the Indian Muslims, see 

Aziz Al;lmad, Islamie M:)demisrn in tndia and Pakistan: , 
1957-1964, Iondol;l: Oxford University Press, 1967; 

-anq Ieonard. Binder, Religion and Politics in Pakistan, 

Beike1ey, Uzu'Versity of Califomia Press, 1961. 

5. For instance, MawdOOi expressed the fear that the inflow' of the 

\ Western ideas and Cl.lStaYS was '~ading the yOung rren 

of the carmunity 8JI1ay' fran true Islam'. See Charles 
; ) Adams, "'nle Ideology of Mawlana Mawàud.i", South Asian 
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Poli ties and Religion, ed. by Donald e. Smith, Princeton: 

6. 

Prindeton Univ,ersity Prl€ss, 1966, p. 374. 
, 

Prof. AdaIÎls draws a fine distinction between the Conservatives 

. and revivalists in "Islam in Pakistan", reprint fran 

M:x1em Trends in ~rld Religions, p. 48. By virtue 

of their CXlIIIOll front against the intentions of the 

Modernists, they are categorized ~adly as 'Traditional-

ists' • .. 

7. Ibid., p. 51. 

8. Aziz Al]nad, "Islam and J::)e;ooc:racy in the Indo-Pakistan Sübcontinent" , 

Religion and Change in Cont.emJ;x>raty Asia, ed. by Robert ' 

Spencer, l.fumeapolis: University of MinneSota Press,p. 123. 

9'. For extracts fran Sayy~d Alunad I<han' s speech in res~e ta the 

introduction of cù;!oocracy in India, see R.Sym:)nds, . 
The Making of Pakistan, IDndon: Faber and Faber," 1950, 

p. '30-31. ., 

10. 

11. 

B:inàer, Religion and Polities .i.n Pakistan, p. 
'\ 

Ibid.', p. 41. ' 
, 

51. 

12. Adams, The ldeo1ogy of Mawdudi, p. 384' • . 
13." Adams, Islam in Pakistan, p. 34. 

14. Ibid., p. 40. 

151
• Altl1ou:Jh MlJ9amnad Iqbal's (1873-1938) presidential acldress te 

the Muslim League in 1930 is taken by many Pakistanis 
c;;-

as an irrlication of his vision of a separate ~lim 

5tate, no 'significant activi ty at the tirœ ~ te 

S1.J3geSt that there was a' vigorous nuvement towards that 

end. In 1933, sone stuJents at cambridge University 

had coined the narne 'Pakistan' for such a &tate.. The 

letters of the word stood ·for Ptmjab, Afghan Province 

Ci.e.. North West Frontier Provinces), Kashmir, Sindh, 

'\ 
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and Baluchistan! 'Pal<:' also IœaI1S 'pure' and 'stan' 

IœanS 'Land'. see Richard Weekes, Paksitan, London: 
" Van Nostrand CO., 1964, p. 82. 

'16. Adams, Islam in P.akistan, p. 34. 

1. 7 ~ Syrrmds , 'l1'1e Making of Pakistan, p. 41. 

18. -See 'The Objectives of the Mus1im I.eague' in Richard Sym:mds, 
, - " 

, The Making of Pakistan, p. 41., 

-
19. Smith, M:XIern Islam in lndia, p. 248-250. 

20. Adams, Islam in P~stan, p. 38. 

21., Binder, Religion and Poli tics in Pakistan', p. 38. 

22. The country' s first consti . on of 1956 makes no att.erçt te 

realize the syn sis. See' The 1956 Çonsti tution' in 

Keith Callard, Pakistan: A Political Study, I.Dndon: 

George Allen and Unwin Ltd,\, ~958, p. 330. 

23. -For qetails on the nature of the rroveœnt and the life-sketch 

of its founder, Mawlana Mawàudi, see Char1ès Adams, , 

'!The ldeology of Mawdudi", and alse Freeland Abbott, 

~'Iœ Jama'at-i-Islami of Pakistan", Middle East Journal, 

vol. II (1957), p. 39-40. 

24. Smith, Islam in MXIern History, p. '28. 

25. Ibid., p. 18-19. 

26. See' Objectives Resolutions' in Binder, Religion and Poli tics 

in Pakistan, p. 142-143. 

27. See Charles Adams, "Islam and the Public Philosophy in Pakistan", 

'\ ~ presentefi at tfte-~ held at the Institute 
of--'ISlamic 'Stùdies, McGill University, June 18-20, 1958. 
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28. callard, Pakistan, p. 330. 

29. See "lQx)jahs" in Reginald Edward Entb::wen'ts The Tri.bes and castes 
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,of BaClbay. Delhi: Cosro Publication, 1975, and alse 
, 

John Nennan Ho~lister, The Shia of India, London: 

Luzac and Co., 1953, p. 396. 

30. Vag1ieri, "Ali bin Abi Talib': 2 
E.I~ , p. 381-386. 
c 

31. It also means, 'a};ÇOintment by the divine decree'. 

32. A. A. Fyzee, 'rtle Book of Faith, translated fran Da la':im al­

Islam of al-oacu al-Nu'Tnan, Banbay: 1974, p. 26. 

33. s. Strothmann; "shl'a", Sh. E.I. , p. 350. 

34. In the case o,.f the sunnl conServatives, the 'ccmnunity is ,strictly' 

governed by the divinely san~oned law (Shari'a) whose 

cus~ are the 'U1~' (those who have tmdergone 

a prescribed ~g at Madrasahs). For the ,purpose 

of unity and CXlntinuity of the camÛ.mity, the institution 

'of the 'u1ana' must guide the Mus1ims in aIl matters. 

It rnay he pointed out that the institution of CUlama' 

is the product of the Abbasid' s effort 'te provide an 

insti tutional basis for an ideo1og~cal fraIœWOrk that 

could ho1~ 'Abbasi Society together and counœract the 

wide opposition ttovenent whOse ideo1ogy owas shi Cah'. 

can~ll Srni th, "The 'Ulama' in Indian Poli tics", Poli tics 

, and Society in India, ed. by C.H. Philips. London: 

George Allen and Unwin Ltd., p. 42. 
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I~ til! Tradition in Hind and Sind, sutmitted at the 
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, ùNy, Jand Gal-Tawarikh, p. 518-519. 

In 1866, a charge was laid against shàh ?asan 'CAlI ~, the 

Agha. Kh.in l (who had migrated te India fran 'Iran at around 

1948), by sare Rhoja seceders who c1aimed that the Xghà 
Kh&1 Was net et\ti tled te en'joy the J?CM&S afforded te 

him by the K!"x)jas ~, they maintained, were sunnI and 

net shi Ga.. See Asaf A. A. Fyzee, cases in the Muharcma.dan 

Law of India and Pakistan, :ü:>ndon: Oxford Uni vep!i ty .' 

Press, 1965. p. 504. 

39. Ibid., p.' 538. 

,i 40. A similâr cl1a1:ge was brought against SultBn MuJ:lamnad ShBh, the 
- - -
Agha Khan III, in 1906-8. See The Banbay Law Reporter, 

vol. XI, p. 409. 

41. W. Made1ung, "Khoja", E.I. 2 p. 27. 
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42. See G. F. Papanek, Pakistan f s Deyelopœnt: Social Goals and 
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Press, 1967. 
. . 
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sèe Hanna Papanek, Ieapership aM. Social change in 
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œAPI'ER II 

HIS'roRICAL BACKGlOJND: 1885-1936' 
; , 

-
The ~ Sunni Muslim 'response te the oo11apsing Mughal rule 

and, later, te the advent of British supremacy in India in the 18th 
. " 

century is chaI.:acteriz~ mainly by their att:e!tpt at purifying Islam 

fran ~U.and c:m:is,dan -cultural encroachrœnts. 1 The continued 

E!tphasi: on stri/ cbservation of Qur'am.c injuctions and traditionS', 
/ r -' 

pres~ibed by/the sUl'll'iah, 2 ,becarœ widespread and thus considerab1y 
1 

/ , . 
affected ~ large mlnber of ~lim groups who had, retaineq Hindu custanS 

" . 
an.Çi Sufi pr~ctices after oonversion. 3 

/ParalJ.e1, and probably in reaction, ta the puritanical,IOOVa11eIlt, 

there grew up a rrodem.ist out1oak aIOCng sare Muslims who aJ:'91.,led that 

the degraded state of Mus1ims was not;:. due te the lack of:rman (faith) 
, 

in Islam, but was due rather te the refusa! by the Musl:iJns ta a~cept 

changes ,introduced by the West. 4 
The M:Xfernists, such as Sayyi~ 

AJ:mad I<hàn -advocated the cœtinued presence of the British in India 
, " 

te safeguard the backward and minority Muslims against 'the "Hindu 

ecorx:mi.c and cultural strang1elxi{dn • 
5 This~, Sayyid; ~ 

,~, 

• ,'".t> 

I<hin believed, enab1e the Muslims, in the It'leëU'Mlile, te ac:x;IUire suff-
/" . 

icient educatioo "te he ~ia1ly aIJd" poUtica11y successful '<!;~ at 
/ <.,.<~ 

the sarna. time ccmni.tted te ~ (purified ~ ~fOrmulated) "" fa±t:h" • ~ 
'1hus ~ ~st attitude generated "new Scope" for Muslim ",thought. 7 

, 
While saœ Mus1im g;roups were gradually' absorbed by the ~ 

puri.tani~ current, 8 . Bane ether Muslim syncreti~ groups - W,ti-

26 
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cu1arly seme Shi 1 i and Sufi groupS - reacted by atterrpting to forti-

fy the syncretic borrcMings fran F'ersian Sufism and Hindu Mysticism. 9 

P The British provided the unbrella for the articulation of the 

identities of these minority Muslim' syncretic groups through the 

British policy of encouraging the freedan of practice of religion 

in India. lO Francis Robinson suggests that the British religious 

sensibilit:::t in India wa's probably' due tO the Evangelical relïgious 

background of the British Admi.nistrators. Il 

Thua, the Br~tish intervention in checking the growing puritani­

cal influence thrOugh their J;iOlicy of proteeti,ng ~the rights of the 

minority religious groups in India" probably also contributed towards 

the increasedsupp:>rt of the 'ulama' for the Nationalist M::>venent 

of the Indian National Congress. 

... Hc:Jwever, amidst the puri tanical and IIDdernist tendencies, the 

strUggle of sare Muslim syncretic groups, such as the rsmâ ~Ilis 1 

to define their identity resulted in oœasional bitter factional , 

conflicts within and sect&:J:;'.t~ clashes without. 

In the ~ly 19th century the Niz~i Isna 'ilis (gene.rally called 

~I<hoj~ . 12 in Indial experienced a significant setback when sone 

I<hojas - - w1io later came to De lâtCMl'l as airbha1( - we.re excamnmicated 

for refusing to participate in certain religious cereronies 1 inclu­

ding tbat of paying dues to the rmam of the time. 13 In 1850, ~our 

members of the EàrNÏaI group were killed during a ccmlict with sOre 

Rb::>jas. The Khojas found respons:i.ble were given capital penalties 

ëy the Bt"itish Governrnent. They we.re, ~ver, declared Shahids 

/ 

\ .... 
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(Martyrs) by 'the Khoja camn.mity .14 

, Earlier in 1848, ~ 4u.i Shàh, the Ag12 Kh&1 l, had escaped 
- ".) 

f~ Persia and settled down in Bc:Iniay. He had been the governor 

of oiin and Maha11at IIDti1 differences l:e~ ~ and the Qajar shah ... 
of Persia" in 1838, 1ed 1:9 tris forced departure frein Persia. At 

the ti.rœ, the British were invo1ved in encotmtering the Russian advan-
'" 

ce in .Afghanistan. The Aghi I<hBn joined the British in their oonquest 

of Afghanistan and, 1ater, of Sinàh wi th an interltioo of gaining control 

over Persia with the help of the British.1~ 

In l39nbay he undertook te crystalize the Rhoj~ identity further 

b.Y eliminating sare prevailing Hindu custans such as that of inher­

itanèe16 and sare S~ burial and marriage custans.17- In 1862, - " 

he circu1ated a paper in which he asked al1 Khojas "who wished openly. 

te pursue thë tenets of the sect in~aëcordançe wi th "the .estabUshed 

... ~ Isnaili fçrith to sign their name!s ~ the paper,,18 In 1864, 

sc:xm after, a Sunni Mullah was turned out of a nnsque located in a 
--~'- '. 

Khoj'as cerœtery and was replaced by a shi li Mullah. l9 
" --

In 1866, the nenbers of the Birbha.i group cha11enged the identity , 

of the Khojas in the faroous Bc:rnbay High Co1,lrt: case (~ja_ CaSe) • 

'l'!lé.y c~ that the I<hojas were surmis and IlOt miCa and, as such, 

did net owe allegianœ and religious dues to the Shi q Irriam, the 

Aghi KI1àn. 2Q 

Sir Joseph. Amauld's verdict - that the Khojas were shl~ 

:rmaml Isma 'Uis and "bound by the 'ties of spiritual allegiance te 

tfle bereditary Jinams of the IsmaiUs,,21 - had a definite impact on 

\ 

\ 

• 0 
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the Khoja attitude _ towards 1. the British, 2. the Isma (Ili~ 
" 

thsnsel ves and 3. other Muslbns. 
" 

1. The British not only confinœd the Agha RhBn's absolute and divine 
, , 

authority but had earlier recognized IsnË: 'Ili loyalty to the British 

by granting the Aghi I<hàn the title of "His Highness", ap.d.a life 

pension of Rs. 3,000 per annuu. 22 In ,this gesture the British prob­

ably sought an advantage by rallying support against those Mus1iIns 
o 

who resented the British rule. 

2. The Khoja ID 'f.lis now felt at ease in their religious ethos. 

'rtle group was confinred further in i ts belief ~ the Aghi ,Khin bath 

as the avatar (Manifestation of Gad) and the NÜr (light) of Allah, 

~and 'AlI. 

3. The other Muslim groups, particularly those whou the ~ 

Khojahs had embraced - and who posed an external threat to the already 

weakened IsrràC-ill ideological structure - were dealt with œutiously 

ine fostering social relationships. 
c 

The early Fintians of IIŒim Sultan Muhanmad Shah (1877-1957), the 
, .' 

Agha ~ III, œgining fran 1885 (when he ascended ta the rmamat 
at tne age of ~ght) thus qeal mainly with: 1." Defense of and srpha­

sis on the divine powèrs of (Ali and his ~ (descendants); thus 

he articulated the 13ria(Ili identity and its differences frc:m various 

Muslim sects and tarlg'ahs(paths); 2. The at~t of spiritual 

or inner œàt;.irÏIl happiness through the Isna(Iü TarIq~. 23 

The early Fi.IIMns of the Agha Khan are indicative.of the influ":' 

ence upon him of ms oother 1 s - who was the daughter of the Qajar 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 
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ShB.h, Fath CAlI shâb., of Persia - traditional shI(I orientation. 24 

~, ms la~ trai.ning, in A;'abic, Persian, Sh1 (I Theo1ogy and 

calligraphy, on the """';4, and in science,. English literature, 

Philosophy, and ~.œ~, on '~ other, had a profound inl>act on the 

fcmnation of his ·attitude towards Islam ànd the 1M3st. 25 Praising 
\ 

bis English teachers as 'broadrnirrled.', 'wise', and 'inpartial' , 26 

he'\ conèemned his shi {f Muslim ~logian:-teacher as being: 

... extreœly 1earned, a profound scho1ar, with a deep and 

extensive knowledge of Arabie 1iterature.and of Islamic Histoi::y, . 

but all ms 1earning had net widened ms mind or wcu:.m:rl his 
heart. He was a bigoted Sectarian ••• If Is1.àm had indeed ' 

been the thing he taught then sure1y God had sent MuhaITmad ! 

net te De a blessing for all mankind but a ëûrse. 27 

His own experience of Western prosperi ty and e1egance dur~ , ~: 

his visit te London in ms twenties as an invited guest te ~cipate 

'in Queen Victoria' s Diarrond Jubilee ce1ebra"!:ions; 28 and his subse-

quent exposure te Westem social life further convinced him of the 

urgent need for the Muslirns te embrace the refoDTlS which were being 

introduced by the British inte India. 29 Thus, )!)oth the Br~tiSh and , " 
, the Muslim refonnists, such. as Muhsln-ul-MiïJ.k~ 30, SéM in him a link . , 

:ëetween the two parti.es in the various conferences and de] j berations31 

that invo1ved the Muslim denand. foraeparate representation in the 

British-inipated political' refœ:ms. Thus the Mus1im Ieague was ~ 

founded in 1906 by MuI}sIn-ul-MÜlk and the Ag~ "KtJ.an te represent 
\ . 

the .r-tJslims in ds'randing a fair share for themse1ves in the new 
\ , . 

social and political reforms brought about by the British. 3~ The 
, ~ 

, ' , 
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f • 

British, hawever, del j œrately encouraged the. Musliros te forro a ccmnu-. 
nally based politioa1 platfom to check the growinq 'nationalist sea­

Q t:iment ~ch was daninantly Hindu. 33 

The Aghà Rhàn stated his poli tical and social views as follows: 
" \ 

(, 

1. Political:independence should be sought through the ~'s of 

evo1ut?-01'l - and not through radical opposition - unti! such tilœ 

as the Indiana were united and capable of sel~':'ru1e;34 2. Musliros 

nrust represent their separatist stand poli tically in the forro of the 

Musllm Iaague~35 3. Muslim co~tives .t ~ the fonnalist 

. practices of encouraging 'out-dated' custans of obsetving purdah 

(seclusion of waœn) and othe "parrot-lj.ke I1'Ifâthod of teachinq Qurfa,n!', 36 

etc. Such vd.ews of theoAgba RhàIT"aroused sane, ~ction ammg both 
o 

nati~ilt Muslims and Hincfus,* on ,the one band, al1d ~tive' 

Muslims, on the ether. 37 His position however, did not becare the 
< , \ 

focus of bitter at~ck by ai ther the Indian Nationalist Muslims or 

the conservafiVe-Muslims. This fact,may be the result of MuSlim 

}X>lÙ:.ica1 conciousness not havinq then achievec1 ~_ orgazrl.zational 

statua. The mildI)ess in the reactionary tone can also be ~lained 
- _ 0 

partly Dy the fact tbat the authority ~f the Kgba I<llM- as -a sblll 

Iama (ni I1tërn tranScenàed all the theological discussion invol ving 

the'concepts of legitimate authority, such as, IjtD:lad (independent 
') • ,u 

reason:inq}, 'Ijn§ \ (consensus) etc~ 38 his philanthrOpie contributions 
"-

to various Muslim institutionS, such as Alig~h;39 his active ~-

cipation in the Khuafat M:Jve:œnt; 40 and. his IOClderate stand in attem­

pt:ing to ~te Muslims and Himus Politically.41 
') 

\ 
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" ~ _ t:l 

were gerierally ccnœrned with conveying the Agha. Khan' s refonnist 

objectives. The'F~ that evirumce the direction of the IsnëCIli 

resp::mse towards the refonns are catagorized into two supplerœntary 

...... ~ .... 

1. '1be F~ that were concerned ~th the qefinition of Isnë(Il1 

identity. 2. The F~ that were allœd at, directing the IsmifIiI 
, . 

atti tufle tpwatds adopting social and econanic changes introduced by-

the British. 

1. THE ISMA (ru RELIGIOOS RESPONSE: ~ 

As a resul t of the prevailing 100s& and syncretic ideological 

structure of the IsrM CI1is who li Ved in the fast-changing social 

and econanic environrœnt of Sri tish :rnru.a, ,the practice of changing 

religious ~oyalty was net unCCI'!n'On. FollCMing the conversion of sene .. 

Isma 'ilis tG Sunnism in 1901, saœ rrembers of the seceding group were 

killed Dy KhojaJ f~tics,. as a result of which those 'responsible 

for the criJœ were ex~cated by the Agha !<tWl.42 In 1905, saœ 
o 0 

nenbers of the Agha Khan' s farnily, SlJW)rted by ~ I<hpjas, 

claimed that the I<hojas were Ithrlê'asharis and not IsnaC'Ilis; and 

as such, that they had inherited the right te share all the Khoja', 

prope.rt:y and contributions with the Agha ~. 43 The Banbay High 

Court case (call~ the Haji Bibi Case) 44 oonclOOed in faveur of the ---- -' 
/" Agha Khàn and reconfinned the beliefs of the majority of Khojas 

in the Imam of the time. 45 

Thus, in resp,:>nse te the con~ued ~ ~ffect of sectarian 

" 

" 
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influènces and the prevalent syncretic ritualism and custans on the 

inplerœntati~ of bis refOllll policies, the Agha ~ attelrpted sYs­

tematically te: A. Reinforœ the Isma ëil1 traditional allegiance 
\ 

te the :rmàm of the time; and B. Eliminate rnany custans .and practices 

,,/ that camonly characterized various similar religious groups like 

the It.hnà 'asharis • 

A. 'mE ISMA (m CCN:!EPT OF ~: 

The Agha Khàn' s descent was traced in the FintBns fran ~ -

through Fa~ and Hazrat (AlI Who was described, in a traditional 
_ ê 

Shili manner, as possessing di~s. The proof of his °ImBmah 

was taught te lie in the 9I;rr(àn. 46 
The NÜr (light) of Hazrat 'AlI 

was passe:i on to the Imam of the J t:irœ - the ~ (present) IrclBm~7 -

whose divine guiclànce (FiI:Inans) bas precedence over all other sources IV 

of' guidance governing the lives of ~ Isrca Cllis • 

••• and if Qur'an was self-sufficient (in guiding the nmi.riIns), 
Hz. (AlI 'tOlld not have been appjinted bis successor ••. Il) . 
view of new disooveries and rnany changes"the InŒt is always 

Hadir (present) te guide the rrcmi.nins in the best possible 

. ' 

" 
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rœdi.cine relieves the pain. If yeu take the sarne rœdicine 
, 

after two years when yeu have a headPche, pain will 
, 50 "' 

IlOt be relieved... . , 

Wi thout:rman (fai th) the Fi.t:nBns are as helpless as one who 

can "take the oorse te the pond but cannot force it te drink the 

water. n51 S:i.milarly, the Fil:Inins enphasized that the survival of 

an ~ depeilds 1JI.X)l'l the côlonel' s unconditional obedience te the 

general. 

'n1e foundation of Iman :i:s ,tak] (reason), and without ~, 
, • - 1 

Iman "bec:c:Iœs stagnant and ultimately perishes. ,,52 'Therefore, the 

Firman issued at Rajkot, in 1903, argued, "Fear the ~ (ignorant) 

as the RasÜ1 (Prophet) used tD fear, and do net be carried away by 

them."S3 

Thus the Fintëns, during this pericd, were main1y canœrned 
, . , 

with defining the lm (III religious iclenti ty through reinforcenent 
. . '\ 

. of the doctrine of :r.ttmah which; 'in turn, enhanced the authority . . 

anà. infallibili ty ,of the Fi.l::rnans. 
, .... ,.t 

B. THE RELIGIOUS REFORMS: 

With a view to unfo1ding thè .differences between the Nizari - \' , 
lsma Cius and ether religious groups, 54 the FirmBns drew a distinc-

tion between worldly and religious acti vi ties. 55 While the fonner 

offered le~ for ~tercourse in business- and ether ventures, \ 

'\ the 'latter were te be strictly safeguarded throu:rh the obligation 

of certain religious and social practices. For exanple, the practice , 

of inteJ:marriage èetween the Ismi'Ilis and nan-IsrraJilis56 
was dis-

- couraged, and certain rituaJ.s (that invoJœd the medi.ation of forces 

" \ 
\ 

1 
j 



( 

( 

~5 

other than the. :rmàm), such as, the visiting of thé tanbs of the Pirs, 

adin f ff " 57 and ,- -: 58 (wr1' tten" verses of par g a e 19J.es, acoepting ta.wi.z 

aur(an te ward off evi1 spirits) 1 etc, were condem1ed. The Fi..z:min 
issued at Karachi, in 1920 , strictly forebade the I~ <Ilia ta in-

1 

dulge in such rituals. 
, 

Those who go t.o Hydershah' s Kothi (res~c1ence) Where ri~ls 
are perfonned, are doing bann .•• That is sinful. Neither the 

ph nor bis grave is there. Even if there was a grave of 

the ph, it is IlOt an IsmaCIll practice ... Even if there was 

onœ a (ooncept of ) the grave in the Isma-CiÜ fai~-, i~ 
is new- :inpmnissib1e. That -is ido1 ~rship. LiJœ that there 

- ~ are thousands of Kothis. Of what use are they? •• 

2. SCCIAL AND ~C REFORr1S; 

Politica1ly the Agba ~ advised the I" crlis te; rerJin loyal 

to the Govenunent that ruled the country in which they li veel. In 

the case of India the Isna (Ill 10yalty te the sri tish was thus EJIIl'h­

asized. 60 He also preached IOOderation and IlOn-enmity towards the 
J 

other f~ths - "which", the Ag~ Kl'làn argued, "are es'seJ:ltial1y ema­

nated fran the sarne faith of Adam." The Fi..màn, in Kacch, NigpÜr 

(lndia), in 19Q3, stat:ep: 

In the beginning there was only one Faith of Adam, but as • 

there was increase in the population, many religions came 

into ~.: _. do " ...,., 'th ... 1.._ ,,61 
1Jf: .. I.ug ••• not entertain ennu. ... .l W1. U~Ll. 

He urged tlle Iami Chis instead te redi:rect their energies, for ~1e, 
1 -

nin provid.ing better sitting facilities in Jama lat I<hlnah", "and givinq the 

Des.t education ta tne children n 62 
\ 

For tœ effective iJ:rplementation of bis F:iJ:miDs, he fir~t est­
j 

aoJ ; Shed a network. of hierardhical organizations - called COùncils -

f 
) 
~ 
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tllrou3'nout India. A ~tution was drafted, first ln 1905, to 

govem the councils at the district, regional, and national levels. 
" 

'l!leir f\.mction was to channel the I1'Mm' s policies t:l"Û::ou;1h their dir­

ect involvanent in the activities and problems of Jama 'ats l:oth at 

the indi ~ and group levels. Ail issues ranginq frcm divorce 

and property settlement to the distribution of grants, educati~ 

" 
and family allCMël!lces, fell unèler the jurisdiction of the Co1.U'lcils 

conœrned.
63 

EDU:ATION: 

The Fi.l:mins on education were ailœd at ett>hasizing tbe neèd 

for tOtal eradication of illitêracy, ~ngst the Jama 'at through the 
. 

acquisition of dÙn~ Ta'lim (world1yeducation) in addition to 

d.inI Ta CÎim (religious education)?4 l'-bre attention, ~ver, was 

focused on the liberation of wcmen fran the clutches of tradition 

tiu:ough education. !l'owards the realization of the f~ objective, 

the I~ Li li schools were asked to oollect fees frcm the rich while . , 
funding the education of the poor. 65 The Agha I<Mn' s poli~ of help-

ing the poor Isma (Üis to acquire education by getting the rich to 

r.. .. ~ pay nore was probably Oorrowed fran the Jesuit Mission schools in 

-( India. 66 

The Fi.DrBns on educatiàn veheœnUy argue that men and wa:nen 

are equal.67 '!!:le Fil:nËns exhorted the parents ta send their daU;hters 

te school. If financial strain posed a situation where a choice 

nad ta De made œtween nsending your daughter or your son to schoOl, 

tben firet send your daughter te school. ,,68 b Finnà'n issued at 

• 
,. ,.- - ----_ .... - ... ,-, ._~ ..... 
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Banbay, in 1913, stated: 

We cxmt'aIld the parents that t.hey must send their dauqhters . 
- 1 ~ 

to s.chool. IWe make this Wajih (CUIlpUlsoxy) upon yeu ••. These 

girls will be able ta earn their li vinq iIi future and admin­

ister better éare and guidance te their children •••. 69 

~izing the need ta introduce the educational standard set 

DY the British Govemœnt into 'the Isra (ul schools, the Agha !<han 

naintained that: 

... if the schools do net recei've grants fran the Govemrent, 

it means that the scbools are oot efficient, and in that 

case, l tao will not offer grants. 70 

Thè employrrent of ~,educational techniques, such as the "intro-
J 

duction of educational toys for clri1dren of the four and !ive'}"ears age 

group;" discussion ses$ions on chi1d deve1q:ment: 71 etc, were also 

enphasized. 

MARRIAGE 

~, 

- 1 
The FiImans on rnarriage were ooncerned rnainly wi th banni.n3' certain 

custans prevalent arcong the Isma qlis. The custans that carœ under 

the attack of the FU:Iœns were tb:>se concemed with encouraging in­

fant marriages; stopping widows and ~ vorcees fl:Ql\ remarrying; Jœeping 

the brides at their parents hane for a long period before allowing 

them to join thèir husbands i 72 and the biddinq of high dt:Mry priees 

for the bri~; 73 etc. 

'lbe Agha I<hin, alse introduced certain refoII11S te replace these 

preW1ent and JX1,\r forbidden Isni Cci marriage. custans.. He subSti-· 
.' 

, tuted the \Nikab. (the MuslilJl marriage oerem::my which also ~ 
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'social contract') for all the other marrf.age c:::erem:rU..es. In Karachi, 

in 1920, t4 Aghà Khan stated: / ..,.,------
,1 

In our Madhap (faith) no CI.lStC1'rS- or practices, except the 

,N~, is WëÎjib (obligatoxy). Banp ether cerem:nies.,,74 

The Agha R!lM, h.alever, ~ simplified and at the same time 

dignified ~ cx:mcept of marriage by declaring that marriages could be 

perfo.nœd in his presence. 75 Thus, the custan of perfoming marriages 

- 1 ''-~ the Isma-in the presence of the Imaril, becaIœ a very praru.nent pra ............ ce arrong -

'ilis. The Fi.l:nËns durinq this period also ta1œ a stand on the question 

of !X)lygarny and marriages with widows and divorcees. While the Fir-

mBns pla~ sare restrictions en polygamy, rnarriage with widows was 

considered te earn a saWab (reward). 

Although the following Finnans were isSlEd in Zanzibar, m 1905, 
,. \'-

tliey reflect the general rsm;.'iil changing attitude towards social 
c' 

custans. Wherever thé I-bslim social practices were found convenient, 

they were introduœd to replace the older ~tcms • 

. . • ta man:y a wid,o,t is good practice. Even the Prophet him-

self ied · . A___ 76 rnarr ru..ne WJ.uuwo ••• 

Marri.ages with two wives is net allowed without a vaUd reason. 
o 

If, (Gad forbid) you do not have children fran your marriage 

or if your wife is very ill, thm only marry a second wife; 

but t.reat both your wives as equal as your two eyes \ are ., ) 

equal ••• Do IlOt man:y ~ wives for the sake of pleasure al~. 77 

'!!le ~tution of marriage seIVed also to f~ter ~an-~~crlism 
arrongst KhoJas of different et;hi.nic backgrounds;/-The Firman issued, 

in Karachi, in 1920, stated.: 
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9 . 
Co net think youisel ves as Kucchi Jama ea.t. AlI the I~ 'ili~ 

. ~ -- '-
are the sarne. Whoever is my Murid (follower) - Kucchi, 

Kathiawari l sindhi, an~ ~e who have ~ new milrids . 
••. are all brothers in~ISna c.ril faith. Give your daughters , ' 

to each other ••• }fou· are ail the children of the same parents ••• 78 

'THE EXXNM[C POLICIES 

The econanic policies of the Agha Kl'Wt, as reflected in the 

Fi.nnBns, were 'oonc:enr mainly with ~ areasi - migratiOn and the 

right ch.oice of trafe. The mi~ation of I~,'ilis in large numbers 

\ fran the desert-liJœ areas of I<ucch and r<athiawar, and crowded cities -
\ 

\ 

1ike Banbay, t? Bunna, Africa, etc, œcarœ the major concern of the 

):tnnaits on econani.c issues; In Banbay, in, 1928, the Agha Khan said, 

Wflereyer l go in Kithiawar, l am making the same Finn.ins that / 
J, 79 

you should migrate te Rangoon, ~ and Africa. 

- - - , / 
Along with migration, the Finnans cautioned the Isma qUs not,' 

to go intd trade right away but to gain awareness of the econanic 

t in the new coun;tries. In 1928, the Agha Khân is~, a 

•.• first migration .is an important factor.' '!'ben ~rk for 
80 

$<l11eoIle and later qJen your C1Nl'l business ••• 
; 

itse1f, the FinMns on eroncmic issues enphaàized: 

the Isna titi ,traders to keep abreast of IlDdern develop-

to avoi~"destabi1ization. For exaIq?le~ in 1935, a 

FintBn,.,L~lto tIle Ismaqlis in Ilarilay whO were ~lved with 

the =I_=-"\iage transport buisness, advised thsn/ t:o switch te 

au1:atDb~. \ ( 

\ 

.' 
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Presently there are many cars in Banbay, and so yeu get te'-
, 81 

get.her and, buy cars. As tirres change, yeu toc shoulf change. 

The Fi.nTëns, haYever, strOOgly emp~izr that: the purpose of : 

becaning rich was to help others. '1 l ' . '"" 
••• Tc help a poor inan and free-'his\ sPw. is eqUal te (or nore) ~ 
than 1,000 years of Iba.da.h (worslÛ.p) ••• 82 

Charity was however It'eant tO rehabilitate the J:X)Or 'and ~t tOC 

encourage total dependency 1 and , sa, laziness was Conàemned ëlll'dngSt 

tœ I~iilis • 

• • • There is Gc:xl but he will IlOt thrcM m::mey f:ran the sky. 

Yeu have bands, feet, and eyes to work with ••• 83 
, 

Similarly, the Fi:tnàns were concemed with nany other social 
1 --

issœs such as health. For exanple the Isma s"Us 'Nere asked ta be 

vacx::inated against plaque and small-pox; te open health clinics; 

and to establish sports and recreation centres; 84 etc. fI. 
'? 

'!bus, the Isna ciiI response, in the Indian scene prior ta 

may te characterized essentially as a IOOden1i.st-refonnist rrovement. 

The nature of the Isma. cîli refannist tendency was colored by its 

attsrpt ta proviàe itself with a religi~ impulse through a systen­

atic refOllm.llation of the Isna t'Iii ldentity. 

The direction of tœ IN Ciii response, as reflected in the 

FixIrBns, alse indicates that until '1936, the need te strep:h the 

definition of Isna 'ill i~ti ty to aCXXIliloëlate general Muslim 'conci~-
~. ~"} 

ness was net felt. This Isna ëlii response probably mirrors the in-

significance or non~ of any Muslim Nationalist sentiment 

in the fozm of tne Pakistan ~t. 
" 

, 
/ , , 
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1 

1 

/ 
/ 



( 

(~ 

, { 

, " 

41 

M:Xleration towa:rds other Muslims and t:cJwards Hindus; social 

and e4uœtional refolltlS ~CUlliodate British pollcies, inc1uiing 
1- ' 1. 

the marriage custans, characterized the' I~ èlii reS{XJnSe in India • 

Thèse social refonns were a~ as Islamic wherever a, reference 

:to the Musllm social practiœs could he made. 
" " 
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CHAPTER III 

PART I: 

ence of Pakistan 

_ nationalist ~ in ~itish India aCXjllired a œliqious 

and,; therefore', a cc::mmmal +~~, in the second quarter of 20th 

d;mtury • " 'lhl.s new deve1~t set' Mus1ims and Hindus against each 

ether. 1 CCImtunalism, in ~ sens~ of loyalty te thé Ine!11bership of a 
" ; 

group, ~ the rationale for the Musllm Ieague' s Pakis~t 

after 1936. 2 

'iMus1im Carmunalism, in the forro of Muslim Po1itical separate 
'1". 

rep::esentation, as espoused ear1ier by M::Xlernist' Muslims such as 

Sayy:id Al)mad Rhàn, the ~œ Kh&1, MuJ:lsin-al-Mulk, and 1ater by MuI:a­

mnad (ci Jinnah Ca Shi li) 3 was initially airred at safeguarding thè 
,.. 

political and social interests of Muslims against the Hi.rrlu majority 

in a dstDcratic framework introduced in:to India by the Bri Ush. 4 

The ~ Kbàn, in 19;29, stated that -the ,a.imS of the Mus1im League 
, 1 

'were "pure1y political. '!he religious ~fferences separating "Ficus 

_ of Muhamnadans oost for an tiIœ as far 'as we can foresee. ,,5 

After the failure of tl1e Khilafat M:M:!œnt (1919-192~) Muslim 

camn.malism was characterized ~ by inc:reased antagonism tc.wards . ' 

H.indus. The Mus1ims fe1t that the Hindus nad betrayed them when , 

Gandhi called off the non-oo--q>era tion mvenent - which was a Joint 1 

-Hindu Muslim pressure tactic against the British to demand swaraj' 
~ \ , 

. ~ 

1 

1 

1 
1 
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(hane !'9le) and tl1e restoration of the Khi1afat in TurJœy. ~us, 
Mus1im camnmali311, in response te the external threat - Hinduism -, 

articu1ateci' a cartn1 Is1amic identity aroong the Mus1ims. 7 TJ::ds ex­

ternal threat, t:arq;orarily, carrou.f1aged the existing theo1og{cal 

ëind ~ian fissures in the Muslim ccmnunity i tse1f. 
8 

Jinnah. ex:p1oiteè!. the situation9 and set out te broaden the League 

platfonn by acccrmodating an etTDtional1y ~ Mus1im ~ism 

te the po1itical and legal categories of Western demJcracy in an 

10 . 
effort te gain ~ for the Mus1im Iaague after 1936. In 1939, 

the Ieague fue1ed Hindu-Muslim anta~ through, the cir<ful.ation 
~ 

of the 'Pirpur Report 1 accusing the Hindu-daninated Congress of 

atrticities ccmnitted against the Mus1ims. 11 
In 1940 tbe Muslim League 

resolved to demand "Independent States" made up of Mus1im majority 

provinces. 12 
Mus1im ~sm ~ began te ~ identified with 

r 

"Musl.im Nationalism" or "Islamic Nationalism. ,,13 'l'tnls, the Pakistan 

M:M:!œn.t, in the sense of Muslim Nationalism, was IlOt .con:cerned with. 
, 

the detai1ed fonnulation of .its political framework, but with the 

broad and em:>tionally based. religious frazœ of reference ta "foster 

in the Muslirn people of India a sense of ccmnunity, a .feeling of !:le­

longing together which.,.had never- ~ore sp intensely ~iZ~ 
1 

t!:Ie Muslims of tbat s.uba:mtinentat any time in their history. ,,14 

, Many 'ulana4 arxl M::Mlana ~. - the 1~ of 'Jama' at-itIS1ami -

vefîe.œntly ~ the pakistan M:lvenent. Mawdtxli argued that the 

Pakistan idea inplied Muslim loyalty te a "Western PhenCrœnOn of 

Nationalism" and not to the Muslim SOciety ~ by the Divine 

r 
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Will - Allah' s Will.
lS His objection was directed at the leader-

ship of the Pakistan M:M!nent - particularly Jinnâh. Acrording' te 
, \ 

Mm«l00i, Jinnah and other z.bJenùst Muslims ~ Irore dang:erous 

than 'atheists because the fo:rrœr corrupted Islam' fran within by sapp­

itlg "the very !oundation of Islamic cœmitrrent,,16 and replacing it 

with material interests. 

saœ ~Ularna f such as Shabir AQmad uthmëni, Mufti MuQan'mà:d Shaff. ci 

and Ihtisharn al~, who supported the Pakistah ~t, envisaged . . 
a S'tate governed by the 'Shari la17 where they ~d ac:quire are-

newed"and ~rtant role as overseers,:.of the in;"Jlementation of Islamic 
i 

ideals. 18 This group of conservati,k 'Ulana' qiffered fran the 

revivalist group under Mawdud.i on the question of the source of in­

terpretation of the Qur'ân and the traditions of the Prophet. The foxmer' s· 

role was more that of pœS&Vers of a divine law already interpreted 

by the past legal schools (mainly Hanafi in Pakistan) arx! net 

that of Ï"efonœrs. The latter rely on reason and personal judgeœnt 

for the interpretation of what they consider c1ear and sinple Our (Wc 

injunctians19 ,'and p~tic traditions which alone constitute Islamie 

ideals by which a Muslim society ought te be govemed.20 Both grouPs', 

~, are decidedly anti-western, anti-Hindu and puritanical. 

An ideal Islandc Society, accordingly, must be m:molithic and. frae 

f:ran internal diversity which is genera1ly due te foreign influences • 

• Peter Hardy qootes a punjabi ~lim's viàion of a Muslim State. 

A Muslim State may net mean a Stq.te in the Western sense of 

the word Wm.ch the Indian MUslims have been accustaneël te. 

: 

~ . . 
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It may rrean a State ~ by the Is1amic.Law as oontained, 

in the Holy Quran. It may mèan the purging of the Indian 

Muslims of all tm-Islande influences which they have COhtra­

cted an accx:)\,mt of their elose contact with thè non-Mllslim 
"ti" "Indi ,,21 CCJ'!ll'IlJlU. es lJl a. 

Wben Pakistan er:œrged in 1947, a nunber of 'u1arra' - wtx> had 

~ the creation of Pakistan, incltrlingoMawdudi - migrated ta 

Pakistan where they undertook te define an Islamic State on which 

Pakistan could be pattemed. Their enthusiasm not only clashed 'with 

the GovenIœnt of Pakistan, aàninistered mainly by ~tern educatecÎ' 

Mus~, ' but ref1ected a slll1l'Ïl Sectar!an bias. 22 Their vision 

of Islam and Is1amic Society was, in princip1e, the equi valent of 

the sUl'lllÎ Islamic Society based on either Qur(an and the traditions 

of the Prophet interpreted by individual Mus1~ (pious like Mawdudi)23 

or interpreted by one of the four legal schools( ~i, in··,the case 

of P~tan. 24 Such a position ~Cl;lt the cardinal shi'i :rinciple 

of!rtémah which., according ta shi '1 MUs1iros, is the sole di vinely 
1 

authorized institution for in~reting the Qur (an and, accordingly, 

for dispensing the law. ~5 
'1 

The ~ Muslims who believed that ~larn is rational, htman­

itarian, li:beral, ~ everything that a nodern dEJm::)cratic state 

espouses, did not feel the need te foz:mulate a criterion te deter­

mine who was .a Muslim or what maJœs a society Islande. In such a . 

mXIern detocratic state, the Muslims would be free te practice\ their 

faith. 26 This implied not only security and freedan for Muslim 

minority groups, such as the shi (a and the A11'nadi:cx:ah, but alse 
\ ,. 

• 
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for minority non-Muslim 9'l=?up9 such as Christians and Hindus, in 

hap • ....t;..~ • li . 'tati' 27 S lng u=lI own re g~ous orJ.~ ons. 

~st the Muslims who opposed the ~st vision of Islam, 

the revivalist group - Jama,(..at-i-IslàÎni - has been the IroSt organized, 
t 

~fective and appeallng-.religio-polltica1 group in Pakistan. 28 
Accor-

.' " 
\ - ~ ;, 

ding ta Mawdu:ll., Pa1d..stan was fought for ;in order te make it an 
-

Islamie State based on the Shar3:a - the Islarnic ideals as revealed 
" !i 

through the Our'à'n and exerplified by the Prophet of Islam. Thus; 

obedience to any authority other than God means "idolatory or asse­

eiating partners with Q:xi (shirk) .•. ,,29 Thua, a IOOdern demJcratie 

state \S antithetical to Islam, qmd the architects of such a Stq,te 

are ~irs Cunbelievers). 30 'Ihus his position :mq,lied that astate 

goveIDed by divîne law - interpreted by an Calim such as he 

aim at purging all' the non-cxmfonning (therefore, tm-lslme) 
" 

fran the Muslim Society. 

The contradiction between the 'two visions - one Dem:lcratic and 

cne Islamic - of governing Pakistan becaIre evident in the Objectives 

resolution3l passed by the constituent Assembly in 1949, and later 

incorporated .in' the 1956 Constitution of "Islamiç: Republic of Pakistan", 

as a preamble. 

• _ .J 

M'lerei.n the principles of ~acy, f;reedan, equality, tolex:­

ance and social justice as enunciated by Islam should he ftUly 
\ 

oèserved: Wherein the Muslims of Pakistan shouù.d be enabled . 

individually and collectively to order their lives in acoordancè :;< 

with the teachings and requirements of Islam, as set out in the 
Hely our(an and Sunnah. 32 ' 

'rhe Constitutional deve10tment ~ p~ thus reflected" the 
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weakness of the Mx1er.nist administraters of Pakistan and the strength 

of tnê (U1.ania 1 opposition. These elenen~ are seen in ~ diffi­
tJfI'-
culty ~ienœd in ~t1lesizing two contrasting political philo-

n 1 

sophies - Dem:x:ratic and Islamic - under a non-reconcilable cate-

. gory of Islarni.c lJe:Tocr~. While Dem:::lcracy delegates authority to 
" 

people Dy people in order to evolve and fonnulate laws te govern 
o 

the society for the benefi t of each and every indi vidual, the Islamic 

Political Philosophy a~rding te Malorludi; àepeoSs up9n. laws already 

fOIl'ClUl.ated by Gad acc:x:>~ to wh:j.ch Muslims must govem thensel:ves 

at ail tiIœs. 34 , 

rh the one there is the concept of a l~ rnadé by m::m through . . 
tne excerise of reason for the benefit of man, and in the 

other there is the divine fiat rising beyond hunan understand­

ing and calling only for ~ence. 35 

The strength of tbe Cularra' tmder the Jama' Cat-i - Is1ami leader , 
D ( • 

~ was violently àrticulated when, in 1953, they launched an 
" , 

anti-A(mladiYlShmveœnt demanding that the Al)rnadiyyah be declared 

non-MÛsl.i.Ins. 36 
They denandeâ the ~ of the AlJmadiyyah group . . 

as such. and iri particular, Sir Muhamnad Zafrullah I<hân, who was 
~ ", " 

at the tirne pakistan' s Foreign Mi.ni~ter, be re.m::iVed fran the inp:)rtant 

~tposts.37 
\ 

Consequently, the whole cxnmtry was threatened with the eruption 

of Civil War on the question of the identity of the Al}madiyyah - a 

MJslim sect fO\IDded in 1890 Dy Mirza Gulam Al',mlad, who claimed te he 

a refomer and .4 Masih. (saVl.our) af~ the Pnlphet~. He 

also cl.aimed te De the "reincarnation of Jesus a.lxI IDrd Krishna. ,,38 1 
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clairn, the (Ul~' maintaîned, : viola~ the belief of the 

Muslims in Khatm-e-Nabuwwat (the finali:t:y or the Seal of Prophecy) • . . 
'lbe AQarrdiyya foond mainly in Punjab, are a well-knit prosely-

tizing group nunbering about 200, 000. 39 
4 

The significance of the anti-Af:rnadi.yyah M::M:!œnt, however, 

lay in the power lwbich the sunnI lUl~' sh<:w!d thsnsel vas able 

to wield. 40 

Tl'le (purt inqu..il:y' into the in!"dent declared that Il in ~ eyes 

of certain Swmi leaders all Shiahs were Kafirs (unbelievers) and 

sene of the Shiah..leaders were inclined to pay the sarre cx:r.rPl.hœnt , , 

the 
.,,4l 1 

to Sunrus. Consequently, the report argued: 

The net resul t of all this is that nei ther Shias or Sunnis nor 

Deobandis nor AhI-i-Hadi~ nor Barelvis are Muslims and any 

change' fran one view to the ether must be aooarpanied in an 

Islamic Statè with the penalty of death if, the Government 

of the State is in the bands of the party whieb considers 

the other party te he Kafirs. 42 

A. ' THE mi (ÏLÏ ~: 1936-l~47 . 
) , 

In the llght of gl'.'CWing Muslim political conciousness in India, 

prior to i~ partition (1947), the Isma tilis ~ the l~hip 

of the A.gnà I<h.in aligned themselves with the Muslims. 43 Their pro­

jection of Muslim political identity was not however ta be enter-. 

tainect at the oost of putting at st:ake "Hindu-Muslim co-q;leration"
44 

t 
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or ~ ~ 10yalty ~ the British. 45 This ~ar 1oya1.ty 

of the AghB. KhBn dim:i.nished Iüs influence in India' 5 politica.l life, 

• thus isolating Iùm fran the changing Indian poutical sœne. 46 This 

- orientation partly caused47 the diversion of his attèntion fran 

the Indian sce.ne to international affaire throu;h 'The ~ of 

Nations' wtù.ch elected him as its pmident in 1937. 48 His political 

and diplcmatic interests thus toak an international directic:n which 

~ h:im further to the Westen1 W)rld and its political, social, 

- 49 
and eccnanic system. 

The .Agba ~ was profoundly ilnpressed with life in the WestSO 
, \, t 

and desired te see the MusliIns forge a ccrnpa:rative civilizatian. 51 

In order ta cx:mvince the Mlslims about the superiority of wèstern 

values which they must adopt te ~ze their. institutions~2 the 

~ Khin attarpted ta show that Islam embodied the sane values. 

The Agha l<IWl' s few speeches " and writings Q'l Islam in general during 

this period re.f1ect ~st apologetic and refonnist trends. As 

a :refonnist he saw in Islam a means to better human lifeiS3 and, 

as an apologist, he deferlaed Islam against what he called Western , 

misC.'a'lceptiops based 'on cx:nservatist manifestations of Islam. 5~, He 

maintained that Islam as preached and practiced by the PrOphet and 

the Mus1:irœJ in the first~œlltmy, inclu:iing the Utmayyads, is the 

~rld's f~t Religion and Culture. n55 

, In a foxwa:rd 1:0 Qassim Cm Jairozbhoy'S 'Mllhamnad: ~ Mercy 

ta an tl'lé 'Nations, publisbed in 193'7, the igbi nân descr:ibed 
c , 

~ as the in~atOl:' of the mdversality of all the reli-

_ ....... ~ ,. 
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gions. Such a universal attitu::le, according te the Aghà!<han, 

was a deri vation frcm the fundamental Islamic principle - Allàhu 
e 

Akber (none is greater °than -Allah) - that" eV&ything is nhlntained 
...... 

and sustai.ned by Divine Power. ,,56 With the intention of indicating 

where the cause qf; failure te upoold this principle lay, t he ~ 
• :-.-; ~_~ .. 0 

Khan argued ~t~Wru.le the "West had broken free f'ran the authority' 
-/,j 

of the Irschoolrnen ôf Europelr during the Renaissance, through nintell-

ectual revolutions", the Muslilns were still under the spell of the 

(Ulamà', clinging to the "~-e:>sentials (furÜ(at)" am::mg Muslim 

practices and, in 'doing 50, they "have alnost 1:h.rcMn out the Usulat 

lessentials) • ;,57 . 

. As an alternative to the authority of the 'Ulania', the Àqhi 
c 

~ maintained that the institution of lUlu 'l-amr (literally it 

means 'the possesor of ocmnand' and which refers to the authority 

of :rmam and Caliph) ~tablished te ensure that "the faith would 

ever remain living, ~\ . g, developiz;g' with science, knowledge, . 

art and industry. ,,58 
c 

If, rightly, the Muslims have kept till flOII te the fol:lIlS of 

prayer and fasting ~\ practiced at the t:ilre of the Prophet, 

it sliould net he f~ that it is,not the fonn of prayer 

and fasting that bave _~ ccmnanded, but the facts, and 

'We are entitled te adjust the fonns te the facts of life 

as cirC\DStances changed. It is the same Prophet who advises 
• ~f ... 

Ms followers ever te remain Ibnu 'l;-waqt (i. e. children 

of the t.ime and period which tbey were on earth) • ,,59 

Thus, for tœ Agha Khan, Islam is "dynarnic" and "htnnan.:!-tarian" , 

with. a J?Otel1tial te uplift the sad al and ecoronic con:ütions of 
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"~ cl~lI, particularly in British India. 60 

In a def8lSe te the criticism that Islam renders ~ non-

entities, the Aqna Fhan rœ..intained that "their spiritual equality 

, with rœn is absolute. ,,61 ' He ~ the West of having, instead, 

denied the rlghts of inheritance for married \<Qœ11 unti1 1882; "but", , , 

he continued, "the Mllslim Wc::men got full and equal rights te propert.y 

one thousand and three hundred years aga, when éhe 11tJSlim religion 

was founded.,,62 On various ~~ions, the ~hà Khâù expressed his.a 
• 

distaste of British. "snobbery" and racial policies which", according " 

te Wm, propab1y caused ms fourth wife' SI Yvette Labrousse, conver­

sion te Islam. 63 ' 

Thlls, bis articulation of the MXiernist interpretation of Islam 

and bis interest in the social and poli tical welfare of the Muslims 

of India, ~ed him considerable respect arrong the M:Jdernist Muslims 

in India and, later, in Pakistan. 64 Thus, when Jawahar Lâl. Nahl:il -

in 1935 - attacked the Agha Rnan as a heretic for pretendi.ng te 
a ' 

œ. Gad whlle at the sarre ti.ne he lived in the West and served Britisl} int­

ests and yet ironically was 100ked upon te lead the Musllms of India,65 

tOe MXfern.i.st Muslims, such as" Iqbal, defencled him by pointing 9Ut 
, . 

that ne was a good Musl:im by vil:tue of his adherence te the Ka.lirt.nah 
, ' 

(the Is1amic Witness~ fODnUla). 66 

Between 1934 and 1939, the Fi.t:InBns issued., te the Isma 'Ilis in 

~y, Karachi, and Ptmjab, directed them te project an ~SlamiC , 

iden~ty for the sake -of Muslim unity. Accx)~~y, the Imà.~ili~ 
were ~ to visit s~ M::>sques and mingle with othei- Muslims without 
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- - ,. ) y Shi' i -Sumu differences. 

happy te 1eam that yeu go to the~. You 

on .every Friday and ~le with o~ Muslims ••• 67 

To .,....,'nr"à";-ag~ ShI(a-Sunnl ernJti is te weaken Islam. -Forget 

It ,i6 11Qt our prob1em. We are al1 brot:hers 

I<alimah - La IUaha IUa Allah (there is no 
ah). 68 

/ 

's projected an Is1arnic identity soc~lly and 

p:)litiœlly, but \ at 

:rsna Cf 11 beliefs 

saIne time ~ver, they re-ezrphasized the 

\ 

In Bc:mbay, in 1936, the Fi.J:Irën asserted: 

Do not ~orget your old Madhhab (fai th). ~ banks of a dam, 
, 1 

change IbUt tlle water remains the same. The river never stops 
, l , 

f1arlng. Similar1y the silsilah (chain) of. Imamah never 
, ,;69 l, ; 

stops •. 

Eatlier, arotmd '1930 the: IsrM (ilis had arployed the services 

. of scholars such.. as W. lvanoW (a Russian) , Asaf FayzI- (a Da ~i. 

I~ CUi) and later; Jawad al-MasqaU (an Arab .1 IsnàCi11 fran Masqat) , 
1 ... ,_ 

to examine ~ts on Is;n; cilii 
histo:ry and pub1ish their ~rks. 70 

As a follOW'-up, ;the "~i SOciety" was fouru;]ed in Banbay, 'in' 

1949, with the ,fo11owing objective: 
\ 

The aim of tfle Ismaili Society i9 the prarotion of indepen-

dent am critica1 sttrly of al1 matters c:annected with Isrnailism, 

••• The SOciety entire1y exc1udes frc:rn its program arr:! reli­

gious ~ political Prcp!lganda ~ oontroversy ••• 71 

Mach. of tbe presently available Uteraturé on IsmaCUism72 was 
." <> (!J 

publi.shed under the patronage of the Ismaili Soci-ety in India, ,r 

fran 1946 cnward. 73 

.\ 
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This ~q:rœnt lent the Isma tilis "significan~ theoretical 

leverage to break away fran the pattém of a Hindu çaste-I~ group, 

to whan lùstory was insignifiœnt, ,to becane a historicaJ.iy ooncious 

group. 74 Thus, Isma li li s began to draw inspiration fran hiatoI}' in 

the sense of maintaining CXJntinuity with the pasto They used history 
, 

te llnk the ~ (present) ~ with the past fran whence the divine 

gu.idanoe ~ i flcw mltil etentity. 75 

In. 1945 t' at the Ismi CIii Mission Conference hS1d in Dar-es­

salaam tthen, Tanganyka, East Africa), 76 the:Aghi Khâ'n stgg'ested 

t:ha! since the rs;m; cills Wêre net grounded ~ I~ Ct1i Studies, they 

"nrust never reason wi:th people who have no reJ,igion," because Islam 

and ~cilism are'basea.·on .~ (faith). 77 He criticized those 

Isma'Ilis who sought to purge the I~t'ili prayer of Hindu amcepts, 

s'uch. as Macch. avtBr (fish incarnatS) and aiso replace phrases 

suc:h as 'Ali 'JUlah ((Ali is Allah) with (AÜ-tm-WaliY-Al1.ah 
•• 1 

<-(Ali is the belOVèd of Allah). He explained that such teJ:ms ~ 
" 

phr~ have symbolical significance and, as such, should IlOt œ 

tanpere.d with. Jie interpreted the concept of Macch Avtar as signi-
o 

fying tbat I~ tllere was nothing but fish on earth, G6d stood as 

a witness .•. Il With. reference te the phrase l~J.i' Allah he explained 

tflat although (Ali was a "prismer ~f ~ial wor1d" during 

bis ~iCal existence, he was actually n~ eter.nal that cane fran 

Gad and retumed tc.God direct n l};ic:J-sas a river fonned of streams (inU '­

minlnslflows coÎl.cl.nti:5üSIy to the ocean .QU.lah): Thus, he oontintiâi 
• 1 

to ~ the need to retain tisane part of Hindu Mythology" 'Which 
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"bas a great deal of allegGrical value." 

Similarly the Mythology of Hazrat Hussein' s and Ali' s super­

natural acts sWuld he considered and pure1y interpreted 
, 78 

as allegorical." 

As a result of continued emphasis on Isrœ (Ill syncretic identity 

against thè growing Muslim oonciousness in Inlla, there appeaIS te 

. have been sporadic manifestation of sc:::rœ opposi tien fran Sun.nl. and 

Isœ Lill spI inter groups against thè Âgli KlW1. 
(- -

In 1937, an 1ft q li, Rari:m Ghw.am cAJl - representing a group 

called the Rhoja refonn party79 in an èpm letter te the Governor 

o~ Sindh, Sir Lancelot Graham, accused the Àghà Rhin of nrl.~inq 
""-

-,.: . -_., --~'th 8Q 1"'---,-'1 tha the L~g~on ta a'--'-'UlllA.U.ate -=cu. • - \:U.~UWct.L reports t accu-

sations against ~ AghB. KhBn did net stimulate much in~t am:mg 

the British or the Muslims. 81 

In 1946, however, as a consequence of Hindu-Muslim riots in 
, 

tle Punjaè State of~, sone MuslinB forciblyentered the 

1~ ci J j Jarna (at: ~ on suspicion tbat the 1ë cilis were observing 

seme Hindu practices. 82 
/ - - -1t may De significant te add that the Agha I<han claimed te have 

. ' '" 
CXJnVerted· a large nunl:.er of Fuoous te I~ cIlisn in the sarre year. 83 

wnet:.œr HWu ocnverts who became I~ cÜis and retained their Hi.ndu 

custaœ arouse:i Muslim suspici~ar wbether the Hindu ~ '\tA9re 1 

attracted te I~ CÜism due te its aJ.ready syncretic structure, ~ te '\ 

De exarnined. 84 
') 

";i 
, 'SOCD\t 'AND ~c ,REFQRtSS, 

( 4 ( f 4 .. 
'!te F;i..tnans reflect.ing social and eooncrnic po1icies during 
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tlüs period will ~~dealt with briefly here. As tbere is continuity 

in the Fi..t:Itëns concerning the social and econanic activities of 

Isœ'IJ.is in Pakistan, 'NIe will exaIl1.il1i them in great detail later 
., ~ .~ k r;,. 

in this chapter. ',~ . 
1 

ED1:.CATION: The FiJ::rnans on education reflecfed an ~~is on free 

and cx:rcpulsoxy education for all the Isœ (Ilis. 85 While nOre emphasis f7 

was laid on girls' education, the FiIInans reflect a policy èf helpiÏ1g . . \ 

rrore Isna tll1 children te acquire elsrentazy and secondary education 

ratller than helping a ~ity te a~e university degrees.86 The 

justification for adopting such a policy was gi ven in the FiJ:mans 

which en~aged the Isma qlis ta go into traàe, and ccmnerce and IlOt " 

becane ~ent through the exercise of p~ffessions such as Law. 87 

If three or f~ students ~ be hel~ to 'study ,llP te the 

rnatric (approximately tenth grade) wi the SaIne anount 0 

needed to ge'l;: one student through a B •• program, then why 

net educate xoore children. ot:heJ:wi.se it la like making one 

person rich and ten persons poo!='. If a student intends to 

do B.A. in order to do a job ••• then 'will yeu be rich? 

It is IlOt Dy sttrlying only that yeu will beccme rich, but 

by going into trade one becx:Iœs rich 88 

'!HE FX:XH:MIC- POI:iIC~: The FiJ:mans during . S period continued to 

E!IIlhasize .E!I1i9ra!'tè 'the African COast 

Central Africa giœ\ Congo), South Afri Bw:ma, etc, for better 
1 

tradep~. 

Sinœ fifty yeal:'K'~ have been is . 9 the ,F;i.J:mIns that you must 

leave. Kathiawar and go elsewhere ••• thcse who llatened and 

went ta Africa are rDiI prosperous 89 

i 
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Significant cflange in the Aqhâ I<han' s econanic polley however, 

wàs evidenœd during the IsrM lIli celebrations of weighing their 

Irrài:n in gold (in 1936) 90 and in diaroonds (in 1946)91 which ori-

ginated fran a Hindu custan of weighing Maharajahs (the King~) ,agains,t 

- food, later te De distributéd am:mgst the poor.92 . The Isma(Ilis, 
r 

who ~ achieveà. cons~derable success in Fade and a:mnerce attri­

buted the cause of their success te the I:n\9m's directives.93 In 
.' 

return, the IsmaCIlis, as an exPression of gratitude, decided ta 

offer the equivalent (in IIDn.eY1. of~ the welght in gold 94 and -diarronetJ5 

ta the Agha Khan. 96 Tœ m::mey thus accunulatec1 was hande4 over 

te the "Golden and Diam::md Jubilee Investrnent Trust" te bè used " 

for the "econanic and educational welfare of the lama t.Ilis. Il.97 

Thus, the Agœ Kœn's policy "of redistributing ~th in t:h.jis 

ne.nner evidenced Western spiritual and idealist influence - in the 

sense of upholding the rroral integrity and higher oollective purpose 

of the group which is seen as a whole 'oragnic entity, an entity which 

Stanley des~ as "HedoÏl.istic Philosophy am Gennan Practical 

Socialism. Il' 9R. ~ Such ~ vf.ew. of a socie~, as propounded by idealists 

such. as Hegel was erct'loyed by the Facist regirces of ltaly and ~y, 

.in IllCi>ilizing t:l'leœr sOCieties prier te the second W::>r1d War. In 

India, at the time, Muslims such as Makodudi. and Mashriki toc were 

inf1uenced qy- the spiritual or idea1 j st view of man ëmf society. 

Greenwall seems ta C'alCede that the ~hâ I<h.an tao was greatly inf1uenoed 

9~'" 
by the Gennan ideology. ", In a letter ta Faz1-e-~san, a Mus1im ... ' 

leader in Punjab, in 1935, the Agha I<œn ·wrot.e that "Muslim States"100 

shoul.d evolve a moderat.e state socia1ist ideology "te be 

\ 
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J 

istq;Ilimented by the mi~ class and higher in~ groups to -­
~ 

establish state-controlled! health· and \-education ' 

benefits extending to the poor." 101 He continued! 

The material superiori ty of the West bas, not iIrpressed me 

sc much as. the greatest ntl'l1éer of people who sacrifice every . ~ 
personal advantage for the advancanent of sone l.deal ••• Nor 

is this spirit of self-sacrifice confined te the rank of 

believing Christians and Jews. 1'.lrongst the sc-cal1ed Agnos-

_ tics and Atbeis1;S, l have seen a weal th of true spiritual 

~votion. If only a little of it we could infuSe into the 

bearts of Musalmans of India, we should be very different 
W2 ~ 

fran what we are to-day ••• 

- 'B.~' 'mE- lsz.i\ (-ru- RESI?CmE:- 1947-1957 
.4 

When Pakistan eœrged bt 1947, a large nll'!lber of rsrra Chis mig- ~ 

rated mainly te Karachi u\ Sindh and te East Pakistan. 1Q3 
The fig-

ures on the influx of inmigrants te Pakistan were net accurate1y , 

~lished. 1 04 Hanna Papanek reported that in Karachi alone' the 

I~ ëill population rrore than ëbub1ed te aboqt 25,000 and continued 

to grcw rapid1y. 'ffie entire lama li1l population in East Pakis~ 

about ten thousand, was carprised of inmigrants only. lQS 

Mëmy Fil:nëns, during this period (tmti1 1952) \'Jere concerned 

wil:h the rehabf]jtation of Ial511 imnigrants in Pakistan.
106 

The 

Fiz:nëns o:rning at a t:ïme' wflen :iImù.grants needed "social ancb:>rage,,107 

and material assistance, helped to foster l~ èili cxmnunal identi ty , 

in tel:ms of group loyaÏty in Pakistan in its early phase. lOB The 

Fil:nëns offered specifie directives re1ating te the establishment 

of teaclùng projects C'to teach trade and cx::mnerce") 109 f industrial 

.. _ • ..."f .... ..,' 
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haœs' health centres· and nousil"\/'Y facillties. l10 The irmti.grants 
1 ' (-~ 

,were repeat-~] y encouraged to spread oUt inta other provinces of 
1\ r--' , 
Pakistan, such. as Baluchistan; and not ta Cl:'OWtl inta large cities 

\ 

such as Karachi ~ econanic prospects, according ta the Agha Rban , 

were tao meagre in proportion ta the growing population. 

Those of you who are Muhajirs (imnigrants) ••• and are net 

yet settled, should gO ~ Baluchistan ••• ~ rehabilita­

tien ccmnittee should teach trade and 1Dne-industry skil1s 

ta the ·· ts' 111 J.IrIIIl.gran ••• 

Hanna Papanek maintains that sinee migration for econanic reàsons 

Il flad already becxrœ an Isma q\i trait, introduced in the early twentieth 

century by the AqhB. KllM ta rebabili tate the ISn'i cilis 'of the drought­

stri.cke.n areas of Kacch and ~thiawar in Gujarat,the enigration of 

Isma (flis te Pakistan was rroti vat.ed mainly by ecx:manic prospects .112 
1 

SIie SUf{lOrts her argunent with the fact tha:t Iani 'Iii "emigration 

did net extend te tl1e entire family unit/," but te one rœmber at a 

tirre. 113 

Greenwal1 indicates tbat the Agha Khan, prior ta partition, was 

saneb::lI.oT conoemed about 'the possible infringenent of Ism cili inter­

ests in tI1e Independent Nation States of India and Pakistan due ta 

ll:Ls oontinued loyalty ta the British. 114 

However, wflen Pakistan came into being in 1947, the Agri ~ 

desc:riéed Pakistan' S' emergence as "the greatest chi1d of Islam." 

His "message,,'llS ta Pakistan continued: 

~ must, with all our energy, beart and soul, with faith in 

Islam and trust :in ~, work for the present and future glo:ty 



~. 

, , 

66 

of Pakistan. ,'.We must work for a better wor1d, and be no 

llOre hypnotised by the dead g10ries of the distant past, 

or Dy the misfortunes of the near pasto ".1l6 

'Ille Government of Pakistan, after the death of its founder, 

Quaid-e-Azam, ~ 'ci Ji.nriah, in 1948, so1.)3'ht the ~na I<han' s 

political sympathy and bis role as an investor in the COlmtry.1l7 

Al though the Agha !<han expressed awareness of the ruinous iIrpli-

cations of the deve10ping rift between the "oonservatists" and "prog­
'1 

ressives" and a 'CCJl1?EÙling need to find a ~ddle path", he aligned 

himself with the Westenl-educated politicians by retaining his M;:)der­

mst apo1ogetic and refo~st tendencies. li8 He intermit~tly cited 

both sayyid AQmad Khi3n and Syed AIrir 1\11. as sources of Muslim inspiration in 
119 _ ( 

India. Until 1952, the Agha Khan condsnned the U1ama' as the cause 

of Mus1im backwardness. They, accordirig te the Agœ Khan, irrp:>rted 

f~ into Islam fran the Abbasids, and caused the division 

of Is1am~ 126 As an altemative to the Culama's focus of attention, 

~ ,AbOasids, he advocated that the Huslims focus their attention 
, , 

on the umiayads for direction. 121 

Islam ... was dynamic, sinI>le, clear during the glor,ious Qna­

l'Yad period when the foundations of Islam were laid wide and 

deep ••• ask your historian ••• to cancentrate on ,that glorious 
laO years of Qnayyad rule •••. 122 

l ' 
...-..:1 _ " '.. e 

( 'l!le irony of tbe Agbi ~ ~~'_I_t~ to ~ Um1ayads for ins-

p~ti~;--;inœ the tlmlayyads ~ ~~~inplacable enemies of Cm 
and shi '1 MuS'lims, suggests tbat the k]œ !<han not only distingu­

isbed religion fran state but prestJR?OSed the extent of Isrra <Ill 

li 

'i 
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al . ccedin\ • ms ",..:I~cal •. 123 lOY ty ln a g to r~ cçm:tons. 
1 

'l11e Aqœ I<hà:n also attributed a spiritual dirrensicn of Islam. 
~ 

By ElIlPhasizing the ~.i.ritual si&j! of Islam and rejectilg a doctrin-
o 

aire interpretation of Islam, the Agha Khan attenpted to create 

an a1:Itœphere favourable te the acceptance of a IOOdem.ist ;attitude.fI24 

Follllalism and verbal. interpretation of the teachings of the 

Prophet are in absolute oonqadiction with ms whole life 

history. We must accept Ws Divine Iœssage as the channel 

of our union with the 'Absolute' and the 'Infinite' and once 

our spiritual faith is fil:mly established, fearlessly go 

forward by self-sacrifice," by courage and by awlication 

to raise the scientific, the econanic, the poli tical and 

social position of the Muslirns to a place of equaliqr with 
\,; 

Christians' Europe and Alœrica. 125 

Science, according to the Agha !<han, is a process of tmderstan-

ding the laws of nature wi th a yiew to control them te serve mankind. 

Islam, being the religion of nature, puts Musl.ims in an advantageous 

poei tioo to mùeash the power of nature through science. He asserted 

that science should be used to mechanize and mcrease production' 

in order te develcp ~ national econany. ·126 

He warned that mere rrechanization and capi ta! investIœnt were 
/ 

net sufficient for forging a sound national ecorx:m,y. Freedan for 

wanen and the need for Arabie as the national language ta lessen 

the existing regional differences must he re<xlgnized by pakiStan 

as vital ta its' progresse 
'f. ' 

The Aghâ Khàn responded ta the widespread Muslim attitude of 

restricti.ng the 1:Ole of wanen ta d<Jœs#c'activities, thus affect:in<.;t 

{ 
/ 
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their educational and social position. Il! his address te the "Pakistan 
o 

l'bnen' s Association", he accused the Muslims of Paki~ of denying 

equa1 status to ~ Dy not allowing then to participate in nati~ 

ti' 'ti 127 'f"" ac Vl.: es. He warned that ~ ~ ln PaJq..stan did not ac::qw.re 

tl1e right and freedan te participate with men in the prarers (in 

the nosque), and in production, then, Europe and the other Asian 
\ 

countries ~d De Im.lCh ahead of Pakistan. He exhorted thern te 

1 agitate, if need Ce, te change the attin:rle of the m:m who "lock 

their wanen, when tney go ta Paris, rush to indulge in their horrible 

instincts and for tfJat go te places wflere (like in every great city, 

é.ven in Muslim COW1triesJ there are presti tutes and shows for encour­

aging sexual depravity." The Aghà !<han argued that the fear of the 

Mus1ims that freedan of wanen 1eads te i.mroral situations,. as in the 
, 

case of ~, is unfounded. 

But tbat is IlOt the life of the people. 

life of the people is happy family relations and far m::>re 

de.votion te chi1dren than yeu can possibly get out of 'pur­

dah. Nashin.' •.• Oh my sisters agitate, leave no peace te 

the men ti11 they gi ve yeu religious freedan , ••• sa that .......... 

~J,(:;.. .. ~ habit of praying in public and self-respect and self­

confidence Decaœs general arccngst wanen. On that foundation 

of religious equality, yeu can then build social, econanic, 

patrï.ot:ic and political equal.ity with zœn. 128 

When t:ne jqha I<fIàn' s rrodernist attitOOe was ~Ü.ghtly resented by an .J 

Isœtlli, ~9 in 1952, the Aq~ ~ strongly defended his J.X>S~tion 
ëy ~zing tnat the I~ CUis ~ essentlally ~yÜn 

i • 

[e.soteristsl and the:refore against fonnalism. He argued that the 
'Ü 

f 
1 

J 
! 
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". 



'/-

69 

\ 

Muslims are faèed :t1i a dloice of either adq?ting a "Western way 

of llie in worldly and material things and keep the spiritual side 
, 

of Islam" or governing tlleir lives by "formallsm of the paSto" 

In defending the l'smat.III choice he quoted a hadith (saying of the 
, . 

Propfletl: 

That tœn in Arabia if they gi ve up one ;>ercent of the 

laws arXI. custans introdlX:ed by the prophet they would be 

ruined, while ~ time would cane that if they kept toore 

then one percent of these 1aws and custans they would be 

:ruined. 130 

He rilaintained, ~, thàt the blind adoption of Western life. 
-' 

had never been ms poliey œèause he had continous1y condemed the 

, Western vices of "AlcofDl and Tobacco. These are the evils of the 

West, but to choose bebJeen moral evil land moral good is the necesSl-
, 

azy part of the battle of'the soul of each individual. ". 131 He was 

quick. te indicate, nowever, that the ''W:>rst vice of s1avel:y of wcmen 

:i:f1 purdah, burqah and zenaI)a where wa:nen are reduœd te t11e m:>ral 
, -

insignificance of vegetab1e~" and physica1 wrecks 1 of ~seases such 

as tuèerculosis, etc," is fol1I'rl in sone Musllm COlIDtr1s. 132 -~~'-) 

'!bus, lmtil 1953, tl1e Agha ~ directed ms atten1;ion towards 
- \ 1· 1 

def:i:ning tl'le Isrœ 'Ill stand in œ1atiOl) to the, contrOversy between 
/ . 

the. 1OOdemi.sts and oonserva~"ve revivalists over the role of Islam 

~ PaÏdstan~, Al~h Hanna Papanek main~ that there ~ an 

atterrpt Dy the Agha I<bàn at purging Isma Cil ism of Hindu custans after 

tfie creatl.àn of PakiStan, ~33 there is no indication that any si9ID:-. 
ficant cflanges in this regard were introduced prior te 1952. 

... 
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Mter the anti-.Ahmadiyya disturbanëes in Pakistan, in 1953, 

the Isma'Il! attitude evidenced not only a significant reorienta­

tion in acc::x:mxlating sare Mus).im practices in place of Hindu rituals, 

but the shi CI sectarian and Ivtldernist anti - tu1arrë' en-phasis under-

"f' dil' 134 went Sl.gIU l.cant ution. 

The Agœ Khan issued a stat.erent - which appeared as an appen­

~ -te a ~kl~t The Great gnanads wri tten by MoÇaIrmad !J' Harris, 

publi~hed in 1954 - which briefly outlined the Isma'il1 attitude 

towards s~s.135. It' stated that although Isma. (Ilis are shi (à, 

they do net question the authority of the first three Caliphs sinee 

Cm himself "co-q:erated" with them without any Objection.l36 In 

the same. year the Agha KhBn's "Meroirs" 137 were published. The 

"l1'lem:>±rs", œsides dealing with ms role and experience of the chan-

ging Indi.an and International political sœne" attanpts to refute 

"the falsehooâs that have g~ credence." 138 With the intention 
("' .. ~ 

of 1eaving no roan for "gross fiction" abOut the nature of IR tIII . .. 
œliefs in the I:mam, the ~hà Khan devoted a whole chapter 'te "The 

1 

Tslamic Concept and ~ Ro1e as Imam." 139 

The ~ !<han clistinguished '00 Jd.nds of kn.cMledge or experiences 

in a Be:t:gsonian manner. 140 He 'defined "religious experience" as 
, 

a direct or intuitive fozm of experienoe which is either ~ 

Dy or given Dy graœ to zœn such as Jesus Christ,. Hafiz, ~ 

ZO~, Krishna, Buddha, etc. The AgM !<Mn believed that any / 

man can attain "the fruf{ of that sublime experience of the direct 

vision of reality wfù.ch :LS Gad' s gift~ and grace" through Islam: 

,. 

, 
" 

j 

1 

1 
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'Ihls religious dimension of Islam' fonned one source of the Prophet 1 S 

authority - .the other being "secular,:by the cirCl.Jl1Stances and acci­

dents of his career. ,,14~ The·ShI Ca and the SUnni~, a~rding ta 

the Agha Khan, although they mffer on the question of succession 

te the Pl:ophet - '(the final messenger of Gad" - do IlOt accuse one 

another of being non~fuslirn. 

Fortunately the Koran has itself made this task easy, for it 

cantains a n~ of verses which. deëlare ~t Allah speaks ." 

te man in 1 allegory and parable. Thus the Koran leaves the 

'door open for all k:inds of p:)Ssibilities of interpretation ••• 

It leads also ta a greater chari.ty-" arrong Muslims, for since 

there. can te no cut-and-dried interpretation all schools 

of thougfit can tmi te in the prayer that the Allnighty in His 

infinite nercy may forgive any mistaken interpretation of· 

the faith whose cause is ignorance or mstmderstanding .142 

In 1955, the Agha KhBn issued a sta~t fran caire re €!llpha-. 
sizing tnat ai~h IsnaCilis fiDnly adhere to their 'faith, they 

do IlOt'- "like saœ other secte" - "candemn •• ;brother Musl~ who 

have other interpretations of ~ Divine Message of our Haly P:rophet 

Cs.a.s.)." 

...:' ,\ 
" 

l bope and believe ,a%Jd pray that Is:na (ilis nay show their 

tnie. lslamie charity iri thou;Jht and prayer for the benefi,t, 

and haWiness of ill Muslims, men,.mnen and children. 143 

In the sane year, a very significant book - ~li~ ~de 

Oy l$aS:iIn tAlI Jaffer, who, later èecarre the president of the lsmailia 

Association for Pakistan - was publiShed.
144 

It ~ one of the rrœt ,. 
wide1y-read books aroong the I~ Cilis in Pakistan. The author atte:Ip-

- ~ ... :~ ,-=_. __ ..:~ .. --.'- _.-. '-'---
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ted to establish ~ neœss~ty of divine guidance crmarn) of which 

mankind, since Adam - the first Prophet - was never deprived by GOO. 

He cited the our 'an and the traditioos of the Prophet te argue that , 

the.1ast of the Prq;>hets, ~d, appointed (AlI, whose'descendant . 
is the Agœ Khan, the IIœrn of the Ismâ 'lus, te perpetuate the divine , 

" message for the behefit of mankind~45 At the end of the book, 

he :i.ncluded saœ statements of the Agha Khan' reflecting the Isma (111 
1 

~ ~lief concerning the finality of the Prophet of Islam; the need 

for an "Imam and caliph" te ensure the cont:i.nuity of ~aith; and the 

IsrM (Ill respect for other Muslims .146 _ (l 

The significance of the J:xx>k lay IlOt only in its anphasis' on 

the necessity of the ~ and bis "Super-Human" attributes, but for 

'the first ~, ~ Irn'I!ml's role was;CderiVed f~ Hindu bellef _ 

aspects of avat:àr (as seen in ,the chapter) - within the Isma trl1 
q. , 

147, 
system. -. 

- - ~ - .." - 148 
In 1950, the Agha Khàn int.roduced, into the Isma~ili ou<à-

[prayer) r Seme verses fran the Qùrtan, ..149 therehy replacing those' 
, , 

verses- wfùch dealt wi'th. "the H:i.ndu oonceots of reincamation of . -
various foIllt; of divinity. If- 150 

In 1956, I1owever, the DuCa, which was being recited ~ the 

GlJjarati dialect,' was in its entirety translated into Arabie, and rrore 

verses fran the OurCan were added. Thi~ change in the structure 

of ~the 0&(;, was a very 'significant 00ve by the Aghà Khin,. because 
, ' 

tfIe ~ -:- recited t.hree times a day - Dy the. Ismâ ',llis is an obli­

gatoty _0JlëÙ prayer, similat"- in §ltatus ':ta thé '-salat 

'. ,fJ 

'/ 
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a-tus1j.m prayerwhich is 00served five ~s daily by stmnI Muslims) • 
\ , 

. \, 

These" changes in tlle-'oofa 'l'lad a direct and effecti ~ on the 
1 ~ \. 

Isrœ (Ill attitu:le tcwards Muslircs and the rélations. 

groups. Ta prepare the Isna (Ilis ta accepte," the new 

was issued: 

'I11e Ou Ca will soon be tr~lated into Arabie, Since the 
~ , 

8th century, 'that is te ,say the birth of our great religion, 

Arabie hàs ëeen the language of Islam. It is probably the 
" 

nost beautiful and rrost cx:rrplete of all languages spoken 

~ For tl'l.i$ - reason ~ •• yeu should learn Du (~ in Arabie 

wfÏen it is ready. 151 
, ' 

Similar1y~ ~ Ginpns' (a derivation of the Sanskrit wordjnânâ 

wtù.ch ~ "oonternplative or meditati'tJe 1O'lcwledge lt
) 152 with a high 

, . 
. . ' 

o:::mten~ of Hindu belief, tracing the descent of (AlI fran Vishnu, 

were either dropped or altered.· n'or exanple, in 1956, in Karachi, 

, the Ginin traeing the descent of <m fran ~ avatirs of Macch (fish) 

oKoJrub (tortoise) " Shri Ram, etc, was m:xlified te incorporate Adam, 

Noah, ~ahim, rJsa (Christ), etc. 153 When one o:::msiders the ex:t:enj: 
1 

of reverence tha is attributed to the GiMnie tradition ~ cc:rrparable 

te the aùthOrity of the Fi.nrëns and Hadith - these changes signify 
, " .Je _ _ _ • 

a major step rec;>rlenting the rama 'ili attitude in the changed 
. 

cirCl.l1\Stanoes. \ 

Exœpt far a \'few instances of Ismaciii"reaction a.gainst the 

changes ·which weœ directed mainly at iocal leadership for inti:o-
o _. , 154 ' --

" ducing the changes ignarantly, the ISIlëtCilis generally ration-
~ . 

1 

al1zed the need to putge Hindu practices by explaining that the 



.. 

7~ 

pirs had' been kind enough te make things easy ,for r~I1is-by 

a1lowing thern to retain their Hindu custans in the beginn.ing. These 

custatB were n.ow no roore necessaxy, and the lsnà 'Ilis could return to 

"their original ls1amie orientation of their fai th. " 155 

THE EX:X:H::MIC 'POLICIES: The econan:ie activity of the lsra(IUs was 

ope ~ area which helped te foster the rsrM tilt identity and main­

tain its integrity arnidst the prablans of a regionally and ethni­

cally tom Pakistan. 156 

Industriallzatian becarœ the chief ooncem of the econanie J;XJllcy 

of the Aqna I<hàn who~ experienœ in the West enab1ed hint to keep 

in touch with ''W:>r1d Econanie Trends." 157 He adhered strongly te 

the princip le Qf "capital Investment" and "Mechanization in ~ effort 
158 

,te increase prcrluction. 1I When he isSted Finnàns, in 1952, an' 
< - 159 
estab~ Jute Mi~ in East p~stan with_ shares .. open to the 

puèlic, he advised the traders te inp:)rt "Machineries" with their 

higfùy valued ~ (which in 1949 had net yet been devalued in 
160 

relation to tfie Indian, ~. In one instance, Hanna papanek 

reports: that the -Agha Khan had advised the rsrna f1ü inJt::orters te ho1d 

00 te inp:>rted goods Cfran Korea ,between 1947-1950) ~ pr~œs 
" 

I1ad dropped sflatp1y. After the iOOroduction of oontro1 on al1 iIrports 

of ca1S1.Jner gocx1s in P~~ Hanna Papanek main~, the ra (lu 

traders who l'leeded the Agna I<h8n' s adviœ sold their goods with 

huJe profits. 161 

Frisc:baur maintains that the Aqbi KhM also b~t the rD 'i1is 

into cnttact: ~~_~_~ùd 7 for,their 

----- . 
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fine silks, furnishings and other products. 162 

The Isma 'rus, in 1954, again celebrated the "PlatJ.nÙln Jubilee" 

cluring which time they collected about 3 million Rupees. The Agha 
) 

. !<han, re~ to the gesture,' urged the Isna(ilis te? invest the-, 

troney with the goal of securing errployment for every Isma 'ifi in 
-.'-

, 

bath win9s of Pakistan by 1960. 163 Even while the ~reparations for 

celebrating the 'Platin1.JTl Jubilee' were tmder way, the Agha Kh.an 

in 1952, asked the ISIlà <-Ilis in Pakistan not te wait until the cele­

brations were over to inplement the ecananic refonns. 

It is essential for yeu te ~lish ~at:i;.ve societiest. •• 

Such co-operative socities Will be able te borrow capital 

,'" 

fJ:al\ the Platinun Jubilee Finance Corporation ••• with J,.ow 

interest. These days, there 1,5 no sense in waiting any longer 

for ••• improving your materia1 conditions •••. You have contri-, 

buted te Platinun JUbilee Fund- generously. Why do yeu then 

wait for ~ years ta invest it. Consider today is Jubilee. 

Every minute is Jubilee. 164 

Follaring the 'Platinum Jubilee' celebrations, a "Pla . 

Jubil'ee Finance Cooperation" was established to channel the 

in the fonn of 10ans With low interest - te indi vidual la 
, 

throUJfi. Credit Co-operative societies, "Housing" societies, etc, 

nŒlèering te f~ by 1956. 165 

'lŒ .~~tion functioned with three objectives VUI~.~· by. 

the Agha Kfin 50 tnat t:lle IsrM '-llis oould becx:rne "a ncde1 fa all 

cxmnunities in Pakistan. 166 

1. EtMry Isna Cili te he self .. reliant. 

2. EveIy- Isma cill family ta am a housing unit. 
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3. Tc enCXJUI'aqe 'industrialization. 

The Agha Khan continued te cxmnunicate with the lsrrati11 iTld~­

triaIists such as, AmIr Fancy, \who !lad migrated to East Africa fran 

Indiâ, in 1937, and then settled in Pakistan after its e:ne.t:gence, 

about econanic policies aimed at invo1ving IrOre and IlDre lsma Cilis 

witi!'"texti1e:;, export-inport;, steel mi11s (largest in Pakistan) , 
, 167 

Jute Mills, etc. 

Hanna Papanek maintains that "so far as is known no other cxmn-

tmity bas developed an institution that even approaches it". SIle 

CCIl'ÇBred the incaœ distribution in 1959 between general 1~1:i.ms and 

I<b:>jah lsmaC.llis in Karachi. She conc1uded that, while the incaœ 

of 75 percent of MusliIns was lees than 200 ~s and 17 percent 

between the range of 200 te 400 rupees, the incx:rne of 2.5, percent of . , . 
Rhojah lsma CUis was' 1ess than 200 rupees; 45 percent between the 

, ,. 
- . ' . 168 

range of 2QO and 400 rupees and ~O percent aOOve 400 rupees.· , 

Politically, the Fi.l:nBns directed the lama 'ilis te be hationalist 
. 169 

and te avoid Deing swayed by regionalism. This, helped significantly 

in defining the loyalty of the Ism qlial in India - to be loyal te 
170 . 

. tneir Goverhrnebt. In 1952, in F..ast Pakistan, the FinMns, ~" 

~ directed at aligning lama qlls with Bengal Nationalism through 

the adoption of cultural traitS such as language 1 dress 1 etc_ 
" 

You have reœntly mi<jrated to this country. lt is very ess-, 

ential for yeu te abide by my Fi.nnans minutely. Look at ~ 

spiritual children in Bullna who inplanented MY directives 

aro., so, are nuch bappier in this 1.«>rld ••• They ~lE!l'!eI1ted 

,.,.....------ ----
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our F!nMns and identified tilenselves with BuImese; similarly, you 

toc - shoùld th:i.nk of yoursel ves as Bengalis. You are 'none 

ether ~ Bengalis ••• It is essentia1 for yeu te purge your­

selves fran all ether foreign languages and custans ••• You 

have the sarne religion and, therefore, live whole-heartedly 
liJœ . Bengalese. Il 171 

Except for enoouragem:mt to denand fOC)re facili ties fran the 

Gove.nlment, the FiIIrians never attenpted ta direct the Isrœ. (lUs ta 

align themselves with ~ po1itica1 party in Pakistan. l n This pro­

bably œ~ the I~ëilis, to sare extent, te avoid ~g a target 

for ~ 'CUlaniir•173 
Hanna Papanek, however, believes ~t the Ismacüi 

habit of secrecy he1ped·the group avoid ridicule. 174 \ 

The difference in tlie exolanations of the notive ~ the 

cieation of Pakistan before ~ af~ its arergeru::e elici~ a res­

panse am::mgst the Isœ cius to reorient t.'heir attitude t.owk-d other 
'. 

Muslims, the West, and themselves. 

Wbile tflere is ccntinui t? in.,,~ FinnBns concerning econanic 

activity -and the .nDdernist projection of Islam, there is abrupt 

cbange , IlOt only ~ the religious practices of the Isma qUs, 

but in t.ne IstB'Ili attitude towards other Muslims after the anti-

~yyah ri6ts 'in 1953. 

By using the divine role of the rmam, previous1y attributed 

to him, tOe Àgbà I<lWt eI1abled the I~ cIlis to acc::xm:Xfate, a changing 
1 

attitude witnin the I~ Lul structure, w:l:t:boùt rupturing the base. 175 

'1be purificatiOn of Hindu practiœs fran Isrœ trlism in Pakistan 

narrc::JWed the gap between Isna cUis am other Musllms. However, the 

, 
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. ~ , 
Aqna KOan f S rrodernist approach, especially Ms eoonaro.c direction, 

'':> - j) , 

cantributed !='> incieased conesiveness arrongst ~akistan' s Id CilI 

amnunity. 
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cantwell Srni~ defines CCmnunalism in India as "that ideqlogy 

which has enphasized as the sociàl, poli tical, and eco­

nc:mic unit the group of adherents of each religion, 

and has E!!nl?hasized the distinction, even the ahtagonism, 

between such groups; the ward 'adherent 1 and 'religion' 

beingtaken in the·IOOSt naninal sense, Muslim ~sts, -

for instance, have been highly conséious of the Muslims 
~ 

within India as a supposedly single, cohesive cc:mrnmity, 

ta which they devote their 'loyalty ••• " For an excellent 

analysis, see his ~ Islam irl India; London: Victor 

Golanez Ltd., 1946, Carnrunalism as an ~ent of 

Muslim Nationalism Md never been intensely"'manifested 

Defore 1936, because the Muslim Ieague was, tmlike the 

Indian NatiOnal Congress, not a nationalist orqanization. 

See Peter Ftardy l 'The Musl:in1s of British India ~ cambridge: 

University Press, 1972, p. 227. 

2. Snith, r.txlern Islam, p. 248. 

3. l:1Pch. has been written on detennining to what branch of S,h1 Ca 

exactly Jl.nnah belonged. See Hector Bolithe, Jl.nriah, 

Creator of Pakistan" Ne'l Y-ork: Macmillan and Co., 

1954. See alse sœila McDonough, ed. l-t>h.amned Ali 

Jinnah, Massachusetts: Heath and Co., 1970. 

4. Sayyi.d· Atm1ad!<han expxessed the fear in the fo1lowing \\Urds: 

"'nle system of repœsentatioo by election means the , 
npresentation of ,·the views and the interests of the 

majority of the J?q)l1latim, and in oountries where the 

pqmlation is carposed of one raœ end one c:reed it is 

no aoubt the best system that can De~. But, 
My, IDrd, in a OO\mtry li1œ India, \o?here caste distinctiœs 

i 
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still flourish, where there is no fusion of the various 

races, where religious distinctions are still violent, ..• 

the principle of election, pure and sinple •• ,would be 

attended with the ~ of-greater significance than 
,~, 

pure1yecananic considerations." R. Syroonds, The Ma:king 
of Pakistan, : Faber and Fabel;:, 1950, p. 30-31. 

a -JOlan !JnaI1t of the Ismailis, London: 

The Cresent 1?ress, 19~" ~. 136. 

6. . Similar te t:be case of politica1 deve10pnent in Turkey - where 

the po;ntian of the caliph, c.~ al-J}amld, was being 

tbreatened Dy rising Turkish Natiomilism - the Muslims 

of Indîa fe1t tl'lat their Islamic CUlture was bein,g thJ:eat­

ened Dy the British. They joined the COngress ta demand 

tw things-. 1. swaraj, i.e. hane-rule for India, and 

2. to rt3vive the concep!' of I<hiI.afat in TUrkey for , 

the Musl.ims" of India te draw inspiration fran. In Fet?-
ruary, 1922, Gandhi called off the non-oo-operation 
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CHAPTER rv 

1 :nœ, PAKIS'lNIl'HIISE. PARP II. ' 1958-L80 

SEX:TICN I:' Islam in PakiStft 
\, 

• 
A major tas]{ which cxnfralt.ed the arerging ~pen:tent natialS, 

... , 

such as Pakistan, was ta 'evolve an ideological Systet in ~ fatm, 
û , 

of a constitutional framework that would ITObi1ize the society to 
/-----' 

c:reate social, econanic and political institutions. The process 

of coostitutional deVe1q;rnent in Pakistan, Lran its emergenoe in 

11947, was such an attempt at defining an ideoiogy. Alrong the diffi­

culties faœd by the MuslimS of Pakistan, - such as the populat.i:on 

, displacerœnt due ta' mass e:nigra~on on l:oth Je sides; the physical 

and cultural gap between the various provinces that fo~ Pakistan, 
-'\ 

etc. - in evo1ving :the coostitution wàs the problem of def~g the , 

positi~ of tslam in Pakistan am, so, in the M.Jdern W::>rld. 

Islam in Pakistanl oont!nued to he em:>tionally powerful in 

~ ~ group against' the ether, frequent1y saving to disguise 

social, political or econanic issues. 2 While ~lims in India prior 
f) , , 

to its partition, \\ere united against a real or imagined Hindu threat, 
, 

the M:.1slims i1t Pakistan direct:ed their fears against t:hemsèlves, 
'i - " 

\ fears based <;"'l sectarian ~ferenœs; ~onal centrifu;ral forces; 

~liticar ~agreBuents; ,and econanic di~~ty. 'lbe politica1 mach-

, inery firsi:!- bllapsed in 1953, following the \mti-.Ahna4iifah agitation'f 
1 \. ,-

wben the ~ General, Ghulam MuI]amnad, 'di~sped the Prime Minister 
4 '1 ' i 
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.. 
Kl'Brlàja Naz:inu:ldIn, and his cabinet. GhUlam. MuQamnad justified his dec-

l ' 

isiooby ~alin9tbat the "the cabinet of Rhwaja Nazitm.d:lin bas proved 

entire1y inadequate te grapple with difficuJ:ties facing the countJ:y;,,3 

In 1958, the 'military, under General AyÜb KMn, finally took over 

---
\ 

the a:ntrol of pakiStan and banned all the political parties. AyÜb ; 

- . I<nan lifted Mëlrtial Law in 1962. In the same year he lifted the 

ban on ; political parties such as Jama. (at-i-Is1ami. AltixJugh 

(Azlz Al:Jnad views -~ I<rJan 1 s systEln of derrocracy fran 1962-1969 as a 
~ 

purely secular ~~lc:pnent, 4 Ziring notes that Ay\Jb Khin was caught 
"1 ' 

up in an ironical situation where:in he a:m.d.e!mled the conseJ:Vative-~ 

Muslirrs and yet uphe1d Islam to unify the countty. 5 This bas been 

the paradox of every Govermrent of Pakistan ~ of governments in 

ether countries such as Egypt. The ~t'~ to uphold Islam, 

• 
but i~ is cx:mfronted by~si tion in the narre of Islam on the part 

of people who cl~ te he IrDre truly Muslirn. 

By : focussing his attention on Islam as a cenenting force and 

using it te quell the regional and ethnie ,cli.fferences, Ayüb I<h.àn stren­

gthened t:lla influencé of the (Ulama' in the realJn oi secÛlar politics. 6 

J 

Ayub was thus tom be~ a bard ml fast nationalist ideolqgy -

which sounded toc feeble ta transèend aJslim oonsciousness and regiooal 

int.erests - and Islam - ~ch was ~ by the (Ulami' and which, 

~ te AyÜb~ wu synonyrocus with It~goti:y an::l theocracy." 7 

As a secularist, AyÜb q'lera:t:ed fran the premise that "Islam 
, 1 

had lnot prescribed any particular pattern of GoVermœnt but left it 

\ 
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\ .. 

to the càmUmity to evolve its own pattem. ~o suit its circaœ't:anœs'. ,,8 
, . 

Ayüb thus intl:Oduced a political system te ~ the politicians -

wJ, AyÜb believed, were the cause of instability in Pakistan. ije.' 

introduced a poli tieal system of "Basic Dem:>craeies" to govern the 
, ' 

people through the locally elected. representatives of the people. 

The Basic l)em:)cracies were Union Couneils, each ccnsisting of a ffM 

(ten or twelve)elected members (Demxrats) "excercising local governnent 

ftmctions in a jurisdiction_ carçrising aoout 10,000-12,000 '<people. ,,9 

The Union oouncils, in turn, fecœd Councils at the district and 

provIDqial levela thus helping to forge a link betweer} the people 

and the governInent without the mediation of the eIder politicians. 10 

As a Muslim, AyÜb I<:han espoused a M:x3ernist reformist trend 

in which Islam was essentially lia code of life and g6verned its moral 

aspects. ,,11 He argued that any "governrœnt, constitution or dem:x:racy wc­

ld be Islamie if it _ worJœd in an lslamie 'spirit, forthat spirit was 

essentiall; progressive. ,,12 AyÛb declared that Isl~ was "the only 

force which can create and sustain a sense of Pakistani Nationali ty • ,,13 
~ , 

In arder te spread' bis ~victions \bat- the ls1amie Spirit was essen-

tially progressive, lil::leral, etc, Ayûb intrcduoed various measuressuch 

as. the setting up of institutions to train (ulané'; - - expressing 

his intentions to establish an Islamic Universityi 14 and even IOOdifying 

the 1962 ~tution to accc:moodate the phrases. such as "'ll1e Islamic 
1 

Repub1ic. ,,15 The Constitution' of 1962 - in respoose to the {Ulamà' 

reaction to the GovernIrent attetPt at ~fonnil'\g the ~'k Fan,uy 

! 
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t.aws, by such steps as inposmg restrictions on polygamy - incorpo-
, , 

'rated a provision for the establishrœnt of an Advisoz:y Council of 

Islamic Ideology .16 The Advisory COtmcil was to be linked~ wi th the 
i 

Central Institute of Islarnie Research which was established earlier, 

in 1960, with the following objectives:17 

1. ,"Tc define Islam in teDns of i ts' fundamentals in a rational and 
a 

liberal mann.er and te ~ize, arocmg others, the basic Islamic 

ideals of universal brotherh.ood, tol~ance and social justice." 

2. "Tc interpret the teachings o~ Islam in such a way as to br:mg 

out its dynamic character in the ccntext. of the intellectual and 

scientific progress of the rocdern ~rld." 

3. Tc establish Islamic validity for legitimizing Governrœnt Refonns 

in the laws governing Muslim Families, the Banking Systan, etc. 

With his ambivalent secularist-religious politica1 philosopli.y 

and his acquired ccncentrated poli tical ~, AyÜb I<lW1 forged ahead 

. th. . the ' based f",.,...' tal' 18 'f",.,..., \a praroting country s econany on ~~ ~sm. '-"'t"'~-

talism - cha:racteI:ized 'IllëI.inly by the role of private initiative (or 
Q 

CMnerShip) in.the 'Production, sàles, and other factors relating te 

the business ~terprise - has been, acrording to Hafiz Malik, provided 

with. "A fertile seed-bed" by Islam in Pakistan. 19 AyÜb Rhën was 

convinced that tmder the, Capita1i~t system inequa1.ities of incane 

would not only contribute to the growth of the econany through individual 
"" ,> , 

and privâte efforts but ~d help tœ atrong êo:many at the upper , 

level "spill" down and improve the econany of the lower-incdhe groups}O 

~ 
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AyÜb anticipated that a capitalist-based ~ and. an ts 3;amic 
--.J.. ' 

basis of rrorali ty 'NOuld cxmbine"to he1p rninirnize the sel.\-seeJd.ng 

tendencies generally associated w}.th a capitalist econany. I<halid 

b.ùl Sayeed maintains that AyUp'S econani.c policy not only, "resulted 

in the concentration of the ecananic and :industrial Pc::IWeI' in -the 

harx1s of a small section of private sector, .. 21 ~t ~ antaganized 

the regions ag~t the Governtœnt. .. _ __ : __ __ . _ 

"'1be result of this policy of encouraging industrial concen-

tration' . were twofo1d First, by 1968, the 22 l.al:gest 

fart" lies contro1led 66 percent of industrial assets, 70 percent , 

of insuranœ funds, and 80 percent of bank assets. tn règionsl-
1 

1:el:ms, this- policy implied that in order te maximize growl:h, 
;~ ~ . 

resources should first be invested in West Pakistan where ~ . . 
the return was much higœr than in East Pakistan wheœ, becaÜ8e 

... 
of relative1y legs develq:>ed eéonanic' infrastructure and relative-

1y uncertain political cooditiœs, retums were ~ to 
be lower. "22 

Ironically, the econanic and regional disparity cantributed 
8 

significantly te the enha.nCenlent of: the role of Islam in Pakistan. f3 

The 'U1art'1i' and the Jama'at-i-Is1ami, whose inf1uenœ was restricted 

mainly ~ the midru.e am the professionalclMses in the urban centres ,24 

during the AyÜb reqirre~ began to achieve w:idespœad credibility.2S 

'Jlleir cg;x>sitior:uù rol~ was ma.iIÎly po1itical1y oriènted. For exarctJ1e, 

the Jama(at-i-Islami directed its c:r~-t:ic~sm at the ~t by, 

pointing out. that L. the Advisory eounciJ. of Islamic Ideo1ogy was 
• r 

J 

established to subvert the ,pr.inclples of Islam. 2. Jinnali.' s pid:ure 

.. 
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which appeared Q1 the Pakistani currency, was un-IS!amic1 and 3. flle , 
Govemnent was negligent in :inP,lenenting the ~tsn of Zakit "(annual, 

. -. 
tax of 2~ percent) arrl other Muslim practices such as Wa9fs (et'ldCMœnts) 

~ . 

as ~ of overcaning the wide spread ecxmonic ~ social disparity. 26 
, 

Ea:è1ier, during the e1ections in 1965, the Jarna,(at-i-IslaIni's 

nntives had becane evident 'When ~u:li. support.ed Miss Fa~ Jinnàh . -
. ----aqainst--AyÜb. Althol.J;Jh he.had stronqly advoéated "that Muslim a:rnen=-__ 

must be veiled, their danain is the haœ and the mixing'.of sexes 

social1y is highly :imroral and a sin,,,27 he defended his stand :in 

the election as "an acceptance of a lesser evil. ,,28 

The final blow to AyÜb' s regilre' came fran Zulf~ .( Ail Bhutto' s 

Pakistan Peoples Partyf Bhutto; ,the son of an ittfluex).tial Sindhi 
, 

J.ândJ.œ;d, received bis education 'in politica1 Science~ Jurispru-
c~ " 

dence fran the University of california 'and fran Oxford. Until 1965 

, he Served AyUb as a foreign minister. Bhutto claims ta haw disso­

ci.ated hiinseli fran AyÜb at the time of the cease-fire agreement 

reaahed :in Tashkent after the 1965 war between India and PakiStan. 

Bhutto subsequently cl~ that AyÜb ~ as a traitor te Pakistan 

during the Tashlœnt 1fùks. 29 
!.J w; 

Thus, all the cgx>sition parties, inc1uding the Jama.fat-i-Islalni 
-

and Bhutto's Peop1es-P,arty unitedly brought about the à::Mnfall of 

AyUb whose reign bas sinee been referred to by sone wr1ters, as ale . . \ 
of the IIDSt a.c:x:arplished ""eras~ for Pakis~. 30 paraèbxi~ly, 

Islam . was again use::!. as the erootional base for the q::p:>sition ta 

o 
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leqitilnize their charges against the Q)vemment. 

The Jana (at-i-Islami, whose influence h.ad not yet penetrated· 

te the peasants wb:> fonned 80% of the popula'bion, 31 advoca.~ ~ 
need to ~ve the Islamic values Which, it clairned, the MusliIcs hâd 

fo~ and thereby causing their own decay. 32 Bhutto, on the other 

band, ooupled socialism with Islam and ca1led it Mussawat-i-Muhamnad . \ 

(the socialism practiced by Muhamnad. Lit. tnrusawwM!xœans • to be equal' . ) . , 
The People's Party carne up with a slogan, "Islam is our Faith. Democracy o 

is our Polity. SOcialism is our_~. Ali power to the People.,,33 

During the e1ection carrpaign in 1970, Bhutto ~ Roti (food) 1 
, -

Kapara (clothing), aur (and) MaJœn (shelter) ta every Musllm. 34 Thus, 
- 1 . 

he r captured the ,majotity of ~ in ~t Pakistan. In 1971, during 

the ciVil. war in Pakistan, Fast P~tan separated itself fran West' 

paJd.stan, which, it claimed, had exp16ited the Bengalis econanioally 

and politically.35 The Jama'at-i-Islami and the (Ul~' blamed the 

successive Pakistani Govemrents, led. by MX3ernists, for having diluted 
" 

the. ability of 'ISram to ~t East and West Pakistan together. 36 

The JarraJat-i-Islami was also quick. to point out that socialism 

'WaS antithetical. te Islam and CX)ntinued to muster suppott on the 

basis 'of Islam. {Aziz AIpad, in agr~t, noted ~t Islam was 
CI 

beiBg used for political- pw:poses by aJ.+ the political parties in 

Paki.st.an. 

In the meantime all sections of society in pakistan are' re­

spansive in va.riOus ~ .tÔ thé·pulloof religion. 
0 

AlI 

politica1 'parties pay at·least lip serviœ to Islam. There 

,(/ is nàt: a siniIle party which aa.œ calI itself ~ar: though 

. \' 
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the prograzmes of oost parties is by far and large secu1ar 

Even Socialism in Pakistan is label1ed 'Islamic'. 37 

Bhutto set about te cany out land refol:Il1S and the nationalization 

of industrial CXlI1œ.rns to inple.rœnt ms socialist I;X>licies. 38 
Through 

the curtailment of :the influence of the landlords, busi.nessrœn, and 
1 ............ 

the iIXiustriallsts, he· hoped te ~tinue enjoying mess ~i 

Through the indroc;luction of various religious measures he hoped te 

outsmart the 'Ularna' arid the Jana' at-i - Is1ami. He ,enrolled ~lana 

Kausar NlyazI, fo:onerly a IŒ!t1ber of the Jama'at-i-Islami., in ~s 

cabinet te administer religious affair~ Pakistan, such as, the 
. ) 

provi.ding of facUities te Muslims ta perfonn Hajj (p~grimage) i 

~ (religious eI'ldCwnent); e'!:C. 37 Various deve1opnents, however, -" 

during Bhutto' s rule, swel1ed the influence of the' Jama ( at-i - Islami 

and the (Ulamà' beyond the expectation of the People' s Governrrent 

and, in 1977, the military , urrlèr Ziâ-ul-Haqq, took 9V& the country. 
{I ~. r 

• Q 

In 1972, Bhutto ~ forœd te givè in to the Jana r at-i':"Is~ 

on the questi~ of the language issœ. The Sindh' Assembly in the 

. -
sarce year had passed a language bill declaring SiOOhi as the sole 

offi.cial language in the province. ' The -Jama'at-i-Islami spearh,eaded 

the Muhâjir (j,mnigrants) agitation in BUPP?rt of Urdu language rights. 

'fJ It argued that - ma1dng s~ official ~ mean the encouragement 

of provincial.isn\ in Sin:Ih where sindhI Himus and si.ndl1I Muslims 

\tlOUld unite agB.inst the, very foundation of Islamic: Pakis~. 40 In 
• 1 

1974, Bhutto, in response te the growing antl-PJ:lnadiyyah'-a'g;i.tation, 

.. 
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Thœ, for the firet 
i • , 

t:i.Iœ in the history of Pakistan, a Muslim sect was declared Non-MIJslim 

an the basis of dogmatic differenoes. 41 

TC the leavening influence of the Jama(at-i-Is1ami was adèed 

an eccnanic dimensioo. •. Bhutto's intervention in the business world," 

through the prcgrarn of nationalizatian, resulted in a grcM.ng sUli{X>rt, 

by shop-k.eepers, businessrren 1 and industrialists 1 for the canservatives 

and the revivalists. 42 

Thus the 'UJ.ama' and the Jama (at-i-Islami joined bands with the - , . 
National Awami Party and Jamiatul Ulama-i-Islam, 1.mder the platfcmn 

of the Pakistan National Alliance (~) and used even the nœqœs 

and Madrassahs to vent their discantent. Even Bhutto 1 s conduct, 

such. as the dri.nking of liquor, was exploi ted in a call to the ~l:iJns 

to wage war "as a religious duty" against the tm-Islamic ~ime. 43 

sayeed reports hcw the (UJ.arra ( and the Jama (at-i-Islami used 

Islami.c slogans to overthrow Bhutto' s regjme: 

" _ ' The slogan that inspired the processianists to f&;:e t:qe pOlioe 

1athis or even bullets was the establismlent of Nazél11\7"'i-Mustafa. 

'1hl.s was ~ syni::lol because i t canbined the religion 

of Islam and the Personality of the Prophet Muharnnad. 44 

Martial law was declared' in July, 1977, 1.1ndei ~ia-al-~ who 
- • • ! 

declared "Iman (faith), taqwi (peity), 'and Jihad (st;rtJ,;Jql~ in the 

naIne of God)" '!=O he the 9)lidiri~ principles fot' the people of Pakistan. 

'Iœ Jama'at-i-Islami we1cx:med zii's cx:mservative -and revivalist ten-• 

dencies and supported him to çar.ry out his J~X)licies' to "Islam;icize 

i 
1 
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.~ 
. ... 

I?akistani Society. 1~45 5ayèed states the intentions of ~ia as follows: 

One of the persistent t:hsnes- ~ General Zia' s prCl'lOW'loements 

bas been that a1l I?akistani Governments sinee the establisl1rent 

of the country have waxed eloqu:mt about heM Pakistan as an 

Islamic State 'WOUld ~le its citizens to nold their lives 
, ~ - ~ 

in acoordà:noe with the teachings and ·requirements if Islam, , , 
but none of them took any concrete st.eps te translate this 

objective il:lto 1egj.slative anàadm:ini.strative rea!ities. 46 

Thus, ~ià intr~ measures such as za.kàt (poor tax of two 

and a half percent), (Ushr (agricultural tax), and punitive measures 

to dea1 with offenoes like drinking, adultery, theft, and false a1J.e-
. 

gations. These rneasures,' according te ~ia, were set 'ûp te ·bridge the 

gap between the rich and the poor in an Islamic Society. 4 7 ~ia' s \ 

policy of legislating Islamic practices in order to eliminate the 
, 

massive pOverty in PaJtistan, accordi.ng te Sayeed, is tao "roc:dest" 

to be effecp.ve. ~yeed reportS that there bas been widespread discœt­

entment.not only fran the ?lim minority ~s, such as the shl.'q., 

but also fran the ~st Musl.ims.~~ . , 

The Muslim minority groups, particularly shi.'! groups, in fear of 

10sing tbeir identity aqUdst the overwhelIhing Sunni rrajority, have 

united te voioe their demands to in:t:rociUœ sJ: 'il Muslim p;actiœs. 

For exaIl1?le, ~ii' s Governrœnt bas waived the practiœs of ZaJœt ,and 

I<h1.Ins for the shi 'i Musl.ims, who pay tl1eir dues to their ~ or his 

representatives and net tQ the State. 49 The sni (a-SunnI differences 

am thw\I resurfacing and affecting,. for exemple, the who1e issue 
, ~ 

~ 

, dea' jng with zakit and Khuns, punitive œasures, the teaching of 

,- ï 
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,.. 
Islamiyyât . (Is1amic S~), etc. 50 

The Modemists have been alcmred at the intentions of the Military 

GovermIent under ~iâ ta reduœ what iS .. -according to than, the ~c 
\ Q 

, and flexible spirit of Islam te a rrere bard aJ'ld faSt code of conduct. 

sâYeeà expressed the cancern of the modernists 'by qooting Asghar 
1-

Khan, the president of Tahrik-i-IstiqlaJ. (solidarity novsrent. Literally 

however, Istiqlal means indepencJenc::e) arrl fonner CcIm1arrler-in-chief of .the 

Pakistan Air Force. 

The face of Islam which Pakistan is presenting ta the \tlOrld 

and ta our own people is of a religion,.cance.i:ned only wi th 

harsh punishments. Tc convert a great religion vitally con­

cerned with the welfare of the hUnan indi vidual, into a mere 

penal code of crilœ and punishn'ent is te do it a great a1sserv:ice. 51 

Arrong those 4istressed by ?ia ~ -~' s . inte.rpretation of Islam 

- in addition ta ~ ~sts and the minority groups, there are also 
, 

the rsnanants of Bhutto' s regirne, such. as the peasants. and the People' s 
'" 

Party' rcianbers who again became 1andless arXi powerless and the Russian-' .. 

; instigated Baluchistan Nationalists whose base i9 locat.ed in neighbour~g 

Af,ghanistan. 5~ 1lmidst the grCMing discxmtent in the oountry the Jana ( at~ 
f-Islami bas witbarawn its support for the Milltary regimeS3 'in arder 

ta projèct, one nore t.ime, 'the rayof hq;Je in Islam of the past 
, 

wbic:h lies in the future if IlOt in the heaven.' 

'1ba Jamaf"at-i-Islami. bas been roore bnsisbmt than the fUlàrna' 

. groups.' The devoUon with which its members cçerate is characteris':" 

tjcaJ 11' religieus. 'm1eir whole' world-view is translated into te.rms 

of the "pèrpetual stru:Jg1e between lsl~ and Jahiliyah."S4 - which, 

) 

1 

1 
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acoo~ to Mawdu1i, mearit the deriial of Gad 1 s Sovereignty aIXt, sa, 

the authority of Divine Guidance55_ in the footstepS of the Propbet. 

The Prophet was V1ewed by MawOOi as the embodiment of Divine Guidance 

which def:ined man 1 s duties in shaping and determ:ining 1 his life in . 

Muslim·Society as a pious, obedient, and a dependent 'creature' of 

God on earth. 

The 1 eader of an Islamic State or Society nrust, therefore, 

reflect the spiritual qualities indica:ted in the ,Qur(an and SUl'U'llb, in 

orCIer "00 make Islam a living reality in the changed ciret.:l1lStances 

of the present age ... 56 

Thus, the task of a Muslim Governrrent of such an Islamic State 

lay 00t anly in the recdnstruction of values as stated in Our (an 
and SUl'lllàh,57 but also lay in checking~e infiltratiOn of westem 

secular tendencies and their related i.nm:>ral values into the Islamic­

Society.58 . Mawdu:1i 1 s en{Jhasis on the Western malaise, ~ver, appears 
4 

te feature nore daninantly in his writings than does the goèd that 
1 , 

may a::me fran the adoption of Westem technOlogy and science which 
1 . 

he never a.g:ears te refute. 

Alnœt every govenmant of Pakistan bas faced the charge that 

it was insufficiently Islande. Islam bas ~ held to he an ideology 

_ _~. f3 the state, and the failure te realize that ideology and i ts im­

plications baye been a recurring basis fOr q:çosition to the govérnIœnt • . , , 

s:ECl'ICN II: THE Isz.iiÏLÏ RESPOOSE: 1958-1980 

The Isma 'hi respcmse 00 develq;:ments in Pakistan ie "characterized • 
1 

- ------- 1 

1 . 
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\ . 

mainly by its attenpt to. ~ain the process of change, within the 

established religious frarne!WOrk. The re1igious fr~k provièes 
-' 

the Ism8. cilis with a sort of a yardstick against 'which the ~ 

in attitudes and rnour are Il'easured~ This response involved 

a continous and renewed search for the Isma(hI. identity in the oon~ 

of the changing social and political defWfions that Pakistan has , ,. 

been engaged in forging amidst the oonflicting IOOdernist éUXl conset- 1 • 
, ,~ 

vative-revivalist appeals. 

The FJ..nnans and Speeches ·éf the Àgba Khin IV will be categorized 

into t'NO groups: A. ~ issued between 1957-1965 reflecting the 
" , ~ ... 

;-rsrra'lli attitude in the early phase of tbe~yùbera~and B. ~ 
/. " 

issued between 1965-1980 ref1ecting the Isma cll1 attitude amidst 

the growing revivalist and conservative political influences in Pakistan. 

'A. The seculâ.rist and the ~st refonn'Î.st engageœnts of the 

Martial Law Gove.rnrrei1t under AyÜb during these years (19Sa-1965) were 

instnJnental in facilitating the ~s of the Ismac.ilis towards . 
'\ 0 

iIlplementing 'their social and ec;x::nanic refonnist programs. The need 

te recx::mstruct their rellgious pararreters, in any exœpt bl:oad lslàrnic, . 

atd :rsn; cr 1 r i:.el:Iœ - thllS, aligning thern with the Muslim ~st 

attitu3e - was net strong1y felt. However, the lama 'IJl religious 

fr8llBtJOrk - especially the necessity of the Inimah te guide the Muslims 

aœording te changing situations: the spiritual and nt:>ral aspectS 
, 

of Islam1 etc. -, was ~ized te sanction the changes whieb occured 

in the' :tsrœ ri If attittœ. 

'. 

l' 

, . 



107 

B. The ~t Isrœ:'lli attitude, after 1965, i9 charactÈ!rizeq 
, . 

mainly by its attE!!ltl?t to accœm:xlate the revivalist and conservative 
, . 

" teOOencies of the time. This attè!t'pt te synthesize the contrasting 

,. " 

m:dernist and traditionalist tcrends is ref1ected in the IsM 'iii 

ooncem for sel.r-examination. The seriousness with which the IsnilIus 

aim at examining their religious beliefs and pr~ctices with a view 

to articulating their 'unique, nc.derate and hunanitarian' shi,ti 1-1us1im 

, identity is thus a m:xlern Ismacrli phenarenon •. ~ shi q Isrra'I1I 
• 

t:r~tional coo.cept of the :rmam - as the abso1ute Divine Authority -

while sanctioning the adoptioo of changes, has reinforced its authori ty 

through the rmam' s abi1ity to direct the Ismi CIlis through' social 

and pè;)litical deve10J:1f!eIlts in Pakistan. . Thus, the changes which . 

took place am:ng the Isma. (IUs are seen as being sanctioned by the 

leader who derives his authority ta mx1ernize the group fran shi cr 
~ l or 1 

Islamic tradition. & 

• A. 'mE CONSOLIOATING AND REroRMATIVE PHASE: .. 1958-1965 

The ~ I<hin III; r.mam SJ1l1;ân ~ shâh, died at the age 
, 

of eighty, 00 ll'th July, 1957. The Pakistan Government dec1at'ed 

that . day as an official day of m::rurni.ng, and f1ags throughout the 

country were la.Jered ta half-mast~ varj.ous iristitutions and groups~ 

:inc1~ well-krPm (U~f such as l>b11~ ~tiShBm al ~, expressed 

oondo~cès arx1 paid ~gh tributes to the Agha I<hin f s dedicated and 

oo:t:standinç services to i;l1e Muslims of Iildia in shaping their destin y ~ 59 

His grandson, ~ lCarfm al-~~, the ~hâ ~ IV (1936-) , 

-" \ 
/' 

1 • 
i 

, , 
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inherited the institution of the Imamat, in 1957. 

The AqtJa lOlin III, in his will, asserted the shi ci Isna LhI 
.. 

tr~tion of ~in.ting the successor of the :rmam t.hl:ough the Nass 
\ --:"T 

(literal1y it means te be exp1icitly naIl'ed) and theréby, ~has~zed 

the necessity of the Imimah as a means of di..r;ect:ing the ~ing' 

IsnaruI attitude in the rrodern,wor1d. The will justified the choice -

- -
Kar:iJn al-~usayni - in t.eJtnS of his exposure to reoent deve1q;:xrents 

in ~ ~ wor1d and as one "who br~gs a nt:M outlook on life 

te his office as :man." 60 

~ Agl'i KJ:Jih rv was w:rn in Paris, on 13th, DecEmber 1936. 

His father, Prince (AlI I<hB'n, untii his death in 1~60 1 was ~stan 1 s 

pennanent repreSfIltative at the United Nati:-ons Org~zation. His , 

IOOther, f~l~ ~oan Yarde ~ known as Pr~s 'Faj-al-naW14 
amc:ng the, Isma ( ilis,,:41 related distantly tp the British Royal fanU.~ 
. . 

tl'u:"ough. IDrd Churston and the Duchess of ~inster. 61 

During the second ~ld War, the Agha Khà'n, at the age of seven 

visited Kenya where he was exposed te the Isnâ 'Ill ~y o~ life. 

He wnt te Le Rosey Schoo1 in Switzerland where he was alse taught 
. . , - - 62 

Musllm H.i.sto:ry, Arabie, arrl urdu, by Mustafa Kamil. 

tatar, 'the ~ I<hil\ joined thè Engineering Deparbnent of H.a,rvaxd 

u,niversity ~ At Hatvard 'he switched inte the Deparbnen-t: of Middle , 

Eastern and lranian Sttxli.es Where, at the t.ilœ, Sir Hamilton Gibb, . , 

and Professor R.N~ Frye' (who later occupied tte "A9a I<han Chair of 

. Itanian Stull.es ") éID'OIlg others were in'VOl ved. in tteachinq" Islamics ~ 
~ 

", 

> f 
1 
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Eefore resmdng his studies at Harvard - fran whel:e he gradua~ 

with Iblours .in History, in 1958 - he visited the major it.Or~ lsmi crü 

centres in Africa and ABia. In 1957 and 1958, the Isma'ills and 
.\ 

the govenments of the countries (which had reœntly achieved Indepen-

denœ or 'Nere at the Verge of gaining it) where they 1ived we1caœd 

him during the Takht-i Nashini· (enthronerœnt) cerem::.nies. The speeches 
-, 

-
during these éerenonies were rnainly <XlI'lCel:ned with assuring the· res- \ 

pective g~ts of bis camnmity's "secular" loyalty towards 

tbe de~lcpnÏmt of their natiooal prograns. He indicated that the 

lsma' Ilis were not a pOli tical group but mainly a œ1igious cx:mmmi ty 

whose social (health and education) and econanic .institutions (such 
1 

as the DiarccÏld Jubilee Trust) were geared to serve not only the lama (tUs 

but al1 thE! citizens of the COI.ll1try in which they ~ated. 63 The 

Aqh.i Kban asked the lama Cills te preservé their religic:us identi ty 

which would he1p them significantly te face the impact of the abundant 

naterial wealth tha~ would he ,generated wi'th technological advancement. 64 

o 

'He expressed bis intention to devote bis who1e life to "guiding the 

c;:mnunity in al1 the prdJlems which these rapid changes wi~ bring V 
in their waké. ,,65 

\ 

. In a speech té> the East African Muslim Welfare Association-

whi..ch ~ founded by ~ 1ate Agha I<hin III for the purpose of :i.q>roving 

the~living an:litioos of the ~lims in East Africa throU;h education -
.~ " 1 . ' ~ 

De ~zeêl, the need to t.eaéh Muslim His~, Phi1osq>hy ~ Theology 

in arder to cushiœthe questiOning process resulting fran the inparta.-

- 1 

1 
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tion of secular education to the Muslims. 66 
, 

Thus, the lama 'uI dichotany between secular loyalty and religious 

duty was an attetpt at preserving the national statua" on the one 

~ and, on t11e other, their religiOus!y based P an-Isma (Ill Islarnic 

identity. In a xœssage tô the IsmiCIlis he said: 

As trœ Iamailis yeu ~t retteriJer that yeu will always have 
\ ~ . 

two principal obligations. The -first and pa.rar!Punt of these 

is your rellgious obligation to Islam and to your Imam. • Your 

___ ---aecxmd- ooligation is :a secular one. You must always be loyal to 

the 'COlmtry of your adoption and and to whatever Government 

is ~ible. for your security and weIl:- being. 67 

While the divided I~(ili loyalty generated sate tension in 

the oontext of secular national states - such as TanzéUlia ana. Uganda, 

whf:?re racial loyalty could easily he identified with nationalist 

sentiment, during their post-independent phase,68 Isna'Ili religious 

loyal"ty" d:id not seem to clash with 'the parent Islamic and _nationa~ 

sentiments in P~. 69 . ~ ,,--.. 
~/ . --. 

In Pakistan, the Agha I<h.ëÜl1s F~ and Speeches during this 

period reflected a cxmtinued enphasis on m:xlernist refonnist trends 

.. - - -~ . 
of thcught. 'l11e ~ I<h8ni at a speedl in Dacca, in 1958, maintained 

. ( thàt althouqh Pakistan woold net have been ccnoeived without Îslam, 
-" ' 

, " 
~ 'tMusUm inspiratioo must nove with the times." He argued that 

the Muslims, in 'order to progress and eradicate "poverty and diseases" 

ImJSt "adapt and invigorate" the great Muslim traditionS ":!n the 

,light of the quite altered ~s of to-day.,n 70 In this Muslim 
i 

'Ç" 

---- ----, -- - -- -~ -
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capabil,ity t:O adjust without fear, the Agha I<hàn, maintained, lay 

the possibility to recapture past Muslim glory. 71 

The Aghà I<hân, re-enphasizing his convictions in Karachi, at 

the Institute of International Affairs in 1958, warned the Muslims 

that if the.b: sociai and econanic conditions were not ~roved,' then 

there would he danger of losing Islamic values for sane otlïer alien: 
, , . 

ideals. 'rhus, the Aghà :r<han distinguished m:x3énusm fran ~tenrism -

in the sense that the. fomer is essentially concerned wi th the knowledge, 

as such, of science and lectmo1ogy geared towards expand.irig the capabilitY 

and the pcMer of man to guarantee his survival; and the ~tteris just 

a cultural set up which bas given impetus to science in lllOdern 

histœ:y. 'Thus, roodemism could he a&::Pted by the Muslilns in their 

own Islamic se~up without their necessarily adopting Westem cultural 

and social values. 

If Islam aspires, as l beliew she must, to recapture the 

g~ories of the past, she 'JnUSt.he reâdy te adapt, l do net 

say abandon, lier own traditions - to the entirely different 

ci.rcunstances ,of tcXlay. If ~ fail te do this, not only 

shall we fail te prc:çri:ss ourselves, but the younger gêneration' 
l , 

will becane disi1Iusialed arid fall prey to alien 'and' na:t:erial:-

istic creeds, wh.i.ch have nothing wha~oever in carm:m wi th 
Islam. 72 

The Aqha I01àn expresséd bis' awa:œnesa of the CÜfficulty ~ 
. 1 \ 

Govemment o~ Pakistan was faci.ng in adapd.ng the "M:x3ern values 

aOO the pressures of the changing society te the basic, ideals of 

Islam, te -put mXJem dsrlx:racy into the Islamic f~. n 73 The ISlami~ 

, ' 

. \ 

.. 
, . 
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values, he maintâined, must 'not be seen as anti thet±cal ta material 

pxogress unless the latter became an "Obsession. ,,74 

The Aghi :r<:luID was thus convinced that there was not only no 

contradiction between religion and m::xletnism,75 but that IIhunani ty 

cannot deal with ·.present-day problems without tfle basis of religion." 76 
fI), . 

, The religion of IslanÎ," according te the Aghà Khân, offered the spiri tua! 

or rrK)ral frarœr.«lrk which fumished the Muslims with a direction for 

shaping the processofrrcdel;nizfltion?7 The difficulty, or the prob1em, 

for the Muslims lay in ''putting people in the situation where they~ 

have te chose between the one and the other." 78 

The Agh.i Kl:'l.à'n, during his address at the "Foundation Stene-laying 

Ce:rem:lny" for the Prince Aly Khan Library of Karachi University 

in 1958, rnaintained that through the assimilation of Islamic values, 

such as honesty, brotherhood, etc, the Musl:i.ms cou1d again forge 

tmity and power such as that which had "màœ us the rulers of the 

largest ercpire ever known." 79 If they ~. able ta assimilate Is1amic 

Values, he argued, the Muslirns of Pakistan should then hast activities 

such as student-exchange Proc1raIUs between the different provinces, 

scientific studies geared at tapping the oountrt"s resources such as 

solar energy, and the crea~on of a group of scientists who could 

he constantly il} touch with the scientific develq;:ments in the West 

and be able ~-'~rt t:hem. 80 ,-

During bis 1964 visita to Pakistan, ~ver, the Aghi Kl'l.àn wamed 

the Musl:ims that the mare iIrp::>rtation of "troIs' and o:mœptsll without 

, . 
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reconst:J:ucting the Muslirns' art" architecture, thought, etc, 't«)tÙd 

result in Islam being iOC1lœd upon as Ifarchaie,' C?utncded and" senile. "8~ 
Therefore, he urged, the t1USlims ItUlSt examine ~ hlstory and ~ze 

their coriceptual tools before plun9'ing into the future unbridled. ' 
, ~ . 

él 

l like te look backwards before going forwards rather than 

going forwards before ending up g6ing backwards. 82 
,1 

THE RELIGIOOS ~: ' 

The FiJ::Inans addressed to the Isrnailia Assoc~ation for Pakistan 
l 0-" 

~ this period were suggestive of encx:>uraging the studel:lts te '.r 

pursue higher sttrlies in Islande and Isma(üI Histery in arder te 

gain access 1 te the Ifprimary sources". 83 Earlier, in 1958, a FiJ:rnàn 

had indicated that the purpose of leaming history was te try "te, 

understand the develcpœnts which had happened, so that yeu can explain 

to your children what is the rreaning of rmarn and what is the meaning 

of Faith. If 84 

Thus, the Firrrëns were mainly ooncerned with emphasizirl:J the 

inp:lrtanoe of observing the religious practices, strictly. and regularly 

wi. th a view to incu1cating rroral and spiri tuaI values, without 

an att:e.lrpt at introducing ~ in them. 'nle learning of the 'our(an .' , 

aOO the Gi.nans - which, as seen in the previous chapter, cx:mtained 
. 

sace Hindu m'ytthological elanènts - was encouraged. The Ginins were 

described by the 19ha :Khan as the ''V-k:mderful Traditions" which needed 

to be preserved. 85 The Qur(an a'nc:t the Prophetie traditi~, tcol were 
o 

referred to as a source of IOOI'al and social insPiration aJX1. as a 
~ , 

, 

\ 
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gui~. The:importance of the Akhbar (traditiOns) of the previous 

Imams were also ernphasized at a later stage -and which will be seen 
fj 

later in this -section. Thus; 'the Agha I<hân r s synçretic app~ch 

was a.imed not a'1ly at projecting the elasticity and the diversity 

of Islam and Isma([Usm,but in a.rt.icilatingthan as. a culture with a 

strong h\11lalÙ. tarian and, sa 1 ~ versal emphasis. 'J;'he Fil:Inàn issued 

,~t Karachi in 1964 reflected the I_ (IlI , atterrpt at teinterpreting 

the religious world-view in the light of Modemist trends. 

My beloved Spiritual Children, 

l am very happy to see how well yeu are learning your Ginans 

and Quran,. l 'Wbuld like' yeu in your st1..XÜ.eS not only to 

look at ~t is written and what is conpu,lso:ty upa1 Musli.ms~ 

but l ~d also like yeu to take fran its traditioos, your 

CMl'l history, that which can hélp yeu ih guiding yqur everyday 

lives, 60 as to live within the spirit of Islam. Quran 

says: r I<halaqnakun Min Nafsin Wahidatin'. This rœans that 

God says' to yeu He bas made yeu out of one soule This rœans . , 
that you are at all tin'es brothers and sisterfJ. that yeu can , 

rea1ly act as a Jamat ••• "There is another traditiœ, a Hadith, 

which may or may not be absolutely a hundred percent coirect, 

but ~~ when yeu 'are ~ading you:r history l ~uld l.ike 

Y9U ta taJœ ~ it that which will help yeu to live within 

the spirit of Islam •••• '!bis Hadith says that the P.rqtIet 

,(s.a.s.) ~ took food without washing bands ••• This is 

a small matter,"}.t is not ~ upal ~lims, but nœe­

theiess this is a habit wfü.ch will help you in ~y 

life ••• 'l'tù.s neans te live honestly, to live pw::eiy, to knœ 
" 

that you are brothers and sisters, to he avai~le at all 
86 times when one or the other needs help, ta he ~, ••• 

o 

.. 
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THE CCN:EI?T OF niMAH: 

The Fi.J:mans, while providing the IsmaJilis with leverage to . 

evol ve their own meanings of the COl'!oept of Imam - in the context 

of their religious beliefs and the effort of ether Muslims in the 

su.rroundiJig society atc reviving, cc:nSe:rving, and nmêmizing Islam -, 
r __ • ' 

redef~ the role of the :rmâm in ·significantly general tenns. ~ 

concept bf the I1Mm linked the Ag~ ~ spiritually with the Ism!'fl~ 
, 

Such. 0 a relaq..onship, while extending to the metaphysica.l realms, was 

exp1ained in tenns of the human attrubutes of "love~ "affection; etc. The . 
rlecessj ty of ~ Imam was re-emphasized in the FinriBns in tenns of 

the historie Isma'ili belief "since 1300 years" in the.need for divine 

guidance to direct the activities of the Isn~filis at all times. 

For hundreds of years, my spiritual! children have been guided 

by the rope of Imamat; ydu have 10aJœd to the Imam of the 

age for adviœ and help in all matter."s ,and through your 

Imam.' s :imnense love and affection for bis spiritual children, 

his Noor bas indicated tO yeu where and in which direction 

you must turn, sc as te cbtain spiritual and worldly satisfaction. 87 

Earlier, the lSJIli!Ù.lia Assoc?-ation- for Pald.stan~ in a s~ 

pub1ished during the Takht-i NashIni celebrations, in 1958, had restated 

\ that the belief in the :rmim was :fundëIœntal for the d1rèction of the 
• 

ccmnunity in the path of Allah. 88 It arguecl, based on the traditional 

philosophical concepts of change, and change~s:œss, 89 that the 
j 

werld always changes and that the physical aspects' of the last Pl:ophet 

(of Islam) and the Imiirns'~ change abd are m:>rtal, but their 

\ 
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. . tual- the di' guidan . ...._--, and ,..h .. ...,..,.",l' 90 9p1I1. aspect - Vl.l1e ce .. l.S el,.eLl1c:u. ..... &OU .. ':;j ... esSe '. 
Thus, the official Isnë/r 1 r œsœtemènt:ircplied that the FinnâÏls 

of the present Àqhi I<hin, in whan the ~ (light) of Gqd resides, 

were the Absolute source of authority carrnanding the apsolute' alleg­

ience' of the Mu (mi.n.in. 

The spiritUal significance of the concept' of the !min was thus 

canveniently arployed to forge unity and purpose am:>ng the lm (ilis 

and ta rrobilize the group in effecting rapid and directed change. . -

The F:fJ:m8n issued at Rawalpindi, in 1964, stated: 

1:f you have an important arrount of weight te xrove and yeu 

'taJœ a cart with one horse, yeu cannot xrove it. With ~ 

herse, facing forwa.rd and one horse facing backwards, yeu 

~ rrove it : •• Unless ~ Jamatworks toga.ther, wotls al~g the ~ 
same Unes, in the sarre direction,' howevèr nru.ch advice and :Î 
guidance l give yeu ••• there is no way by which we can help ~ 

yeu te rôake the progress which l desire for each and every 

one of yeu. 91 

THE SOCIAL AND :a::xHMIC REFORMS: 

The FinÏëns, during Ws ~iod, evidenœd an erphasis10n ascri­

'biI}g te Islam the cCnœrn for int>:roving the social and econanic 

(~rldlY",t oonditioos of the Mu$l.i.tœ.
92 

~ the real principle of Islam is that faith is logical. 

IsIah ~d IlOt be what it is if it were not logical... Islam 

meri not aù.y fa,i.th, but if: means work, it rreans creat:inq , 

the world in which. yoÜ can practice your. faith te the best 

of yOur ability .• ," 93 • 

.<j- - - • -r. 
Thus 1 tbe Aqha- Khan when he t?Ok over the dunes of ~ !màm earlier 
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in 1957, state<! bis a.ilns te be 1'to continue ••• to do all in l'flY power 

for the we+fare ~ bet1:eJ:m:9nt. of our ccmnunity and,i~ econat)ic 

and fi.nancial institutions, maternity hares, boys' and girls' schoo1s, 

hospitals .. trusts ••• ,,94, etc. The AghB. I<tùin, however, mainta.iried 
.. 

that the sOcial and ecxmanic reforms were te -confOl1ll wi. th the Govem-

ment' s needs and policieSi.95 He assured the Pakistan Goven1ment that 

the lsma'IUs would not involve themse1ves po1itical1y as a group, 

but that their social and econanic contributions te the progress 

of the COUlltzy would he significant. 96 

THE :ex:x:N:MIC POLICIES: 

. The Aghi I<hin, in order ., !fttroduce the I~ (Iii traders to 

m:Jdem business and industria1 praootional techniques, hired a group 

of Gel:man cçnsultants, ,under Gerhard KienbaU't\, first te gauge the 

econan:i~ si tuati9I1 of the Ismà (Ilis, and then te recarm:md rreasures 

to iIrp~ it;97 Accord:ing to the ~enballl\ team alt.l'lolçh the ~srr~.cIlis, 
were religi9us1y dédicated and socially orgariized, they'·were mainly 

traders and 50 they needed a ~11-organized institution te help then . 
incline rrore towards an indust:dally based ecx:many. "The Industrial 

Pratoti.o:n Services" (knc:Ml). as loF.S.) was thus established, in 1962, 
~ , 

in Irrlia, ~ Pakistan, Fast Africa, etc 1 to transfoIIl'l the econanic 
- (- . 

life of the lsma ilis. Recently the I.P.S. bas been concemed mainly 

with. direct:incj its activities towards assisting the Pakistan Govern­

ment in mar~research, feël$ibility studies of its ~c pro... 
ject:s, inp:>rting technical advisers, etc. 'Ihrou;Jh the l.P •. S, 

.. ' 
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. 
nttnerOl1S industrial and other ccmnercial projects - such as textiles, 

tOurism, export-import, mi.ning, construction, etc, - were initiated 

with shares open te the public. 98 

The ÀgtJ.a Kh.!n in 1958 reminded the business CXJmlLU'lities in 

Paldstan to make certain that "the fruits of the advancement are net 

gat:hered by a f€!tl but fairly distributed over the whole nation. ,,99 

The ~ Kban _ te Ile aware of "the ~ Of\ the gap between 

the rich an,d the poor"in the recentl~acquired ~t nations, 

such as, .Bakistan, where the problem of massive poverty is acute -

and where the rich could becanethe focus of'political ag;i.tation. 

In order not te let the Isrna (Ilis exh.ibit, ~çessively their econanic 

well-being, he attenpted te minimize the gap ,between the rich and the 

.. \..~. h hi 1.._~' • l - {";"l"t 'dd!---la 100 poor u,lLvug S enpua~~S on creating a strong sma ~ ~ nu. ~,ss. 

The Fi.J:mins, thus, oon~ly advised the Ismi1ilIs te save and 

not to "spend excessively\' 101 nor 'live in a "luxurious or an 'expensive 

~ç : 102 He even continued to enex>urage the Isna 'ilis , Iike his . 
i 1 

gràndfather, te perfonn weddings in his presence in arder to side-

~ the preva.i.J.:f.nq Inëmriage cerertDnies invoiving huge eJCPEmdi,tures. 

Onfortunate1y, these Fi.J::n'ëns, having been issued ~ the Isma titi 
Councils, . are inas::essibl~. 0 Excessive noney, the ~œ I<hin suqqested, 

ndght a: reinvested ~ ~ly planned elq)éU1Sion of In 'Ill 

. busineses 7to minimize the risks~03 ' 
\ 

During this period the lama (Ilis ~ienœd a break-through 

in their traditional p~tion with trade. Although 'Ismi~rlis 
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in Pakistêm were advised earlier te go into ~tria1 entetpr­

ises by the p~ous JJnàm in oollaboration 'with the Govern)nEllt' s 

eoonanic 'policies, a large nurri:ler of lama Cr 1 j s had oontinued to 
o -

remain traàers and shop-keepers. Consequently, many children of 
l , 

these petty traders and shop-lœepers continued ta he absorbed irt:o 

the family. bl,lSinesses iÎnnediately after cc:npleting their primaJ:y 

'1 

le~l of education. 104 'Thus, the Fil:nërts, in Jœepi.n.9 up with the Gover­

nment policies of ,try.ing te solve the econanic prcblems of Pakistan 

through the expansion of industries 

and nme skilled lI'<llIpCIOOer / 

, \ 
indicated the need for l'COre 

'mE E:DtX:7\TION POLICIES.: 

Education bas been a major concem for the Ismà tIlls in Pak-
, 

istan. lt is tlu:ough educaticn, the:Aghà Rban maint:ai.ned, that 

'M:x1emization oould œ introduced ta "equip", the lsmaCIlis with 
li 

capabiUties ta fàœ the difficu1ties.10S Education~' alse seen 

-
as ~ rœans to go beyond "picking up facts" to the fonnation of 

sound integral character. 106 

, , 

Strive te" ùrpart such e:l\lCéltion to the children that 

they may ea.tri 'their rightful and proper place in 

tne ~ld ~ al, it . depends the suces,s of ~. 

lives. lt fs an irrp:>rtant ~t of lUe. '~. ~ 

~J.prust be made te:inpart to the lama 'ili. 
c:hildten the r;i.ght type of. education .107 

• ..._~ to be' oonœrned with. the .~ 'lbe Agha Khan, thUs ;::"::a::U-..L . ~ 

\ 



, 
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of the a::mm.m.ity -aS ~rojected through t;he mental attit1.1d8 of 

the ,individual lsma(his. In 1964" the Agha Khin asserted that 

the individual Ismâ:(ll.is could write to their nœm directly if 

they wished to do so, but there was lino point in washing one' s 

dirty linen in public. IIIDS 

ThUs, the Agha Kh.an, 'although he was aware of the iItpact 

of roodern education on the Isma.ql1 religious bellefs ~ prao-

'. tices, a point ~ch we will examine in the, lat:er Fi.l::nëns, he 

held that it was only through education that a man can bea::rne 

mm. rational and IOObile and less daninated by his past social 

and C1:ll tural heri tage. 

Man' s position in sœiety 1 whfarever he may he, will 

depend less and less upon his cultural or family heri­

tage 'ahd rrore and trore on the power and develcpnent of 

his mirrl. 109 

Peace w:>uld thus reign in the" world., where "every ale of 

us is sufficiently educated to make a Sound jtrlgelrerit en the 

national and ~ld issues. ,,110 

Thua, severa! scb:lols: were established during this perlod, ~ 

first of 'all t:O meet the needs of all the la ~ children, 

rut eventually te extend fa.cili.tiè ~ al! the ~ties.111 
'!he IR 'Ili gesture of extending , facili ties beya)d their neeas. 

.. -
wu rœ.de ·'also in respoose te AyUb 1 s policy of enoouraqing 

the private sector te cà1tr~'" tcMards social am econanic 

mfOJ:mS :Lri Pakistan. 112 
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ouring the ~g c::erEm:n'ly of the 1.'~.Girls ~II, 

in ~aè:hi,: in 1962, the Agœ I<:hBn sald, 

l \\Ould 1ike, a1so to talœ the occasion of reminding you of 
, 1 • 

the appeal wl1IdîHis Excel1ency the President made at \the 
l , 

occasidn of lartng the fOllllèstion stone of, our Aga ~ 

III Foundation School. At that time the President asJœd that 

pri vate efforts should take rrore part in deve10ping the social 

wel.fare i.ru;stitu1;:ions of this COtmtJ:y. I ~ that the Presi~t 1 

can rest assured that we rul answer his appeal and for our part 

we will do as much as we can on' the private ba$is to help 

the country te develop its welfare institutiOns.1I3 
, . 

, Thus, ~ lm Cili response ta events in' Pakis~ during this 
, 

period can he sœmarized as an attempt at restating the Islamie ideals, 

as seen by the Isma. (Ilis, in order to oobilize the g'r01.1P. to bring 
1 ~ ~ Q 

about social and econanic refoIIIlS. Tc this end the l~ (Ilis arti­

CUlated 'a nOOe:r:nist attitude by whic::h the Is1amic and ',Iama (hl beli~f 

system provided m!ral and spiritual signi:ficance to the newly..a~ 

social and econanic concepts. ~ . , 
" \ 

B. THE ACCCJIoMl)AT]NG REroRMIST PHASE: 1965-1980 \ 

'lhlS,period iS ~ized Dy ~ Ismacrll preooèUpaUon w1th 
thI;:! articulation ,~f an Isma(11I-Is1~e identity through (i) re-.. 
statement of the I~(I1I, position in relation to the oonflicting , 

, , 

m:idernist and ~tive-revivalist attitudes arroncr the MuéliIns of ' 

Pakistan; (li) con:trib.ltions taJards. conse.rving and reviving the 
,~ , r J 

visual fonna of Musl.lJn art and archi~ ~ ncdern Muslim 

\ . 
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.context: . ; (â.ii) re-definition of the religiœs <Xmeept of Imimah 
, ' -

, ÙJ. rèlatiOh ta the fundaIrental Islamic concepts of Tawhid (divine 

tmity), Nubbawwah (prq>hethood), ,QiySmah (life after -death), etc; , 
and (iv) the oontinued attenpt to re-oriént the social and econanic 

thrusts of Isma 'IIi lite tcMards contributing significantly 1:0 the' 

" . welfare pf the MUslims as a whole. ", 

(i). Isma (Iii~, Islam, and Westernisrn. 

The Ism!. 'ni response, in relation to' the oonfùcting zrodernist 

and traditionalist definitions ,of the position of Islam in Pakistan, 

is charact'"erized by its attempt at reconcilixlg the revivalist and 

the re'fonnist trends. The apparent contrast be~ the Islamic 

traditions, ~ m:x1ern Western eco~c and sC:lentific -~vel~t 
is, according to the Aghâ I<h.in, due to people being unaware of the 

nature of the two tendencies. Through a proper l.mderstanding of 

lx>t.h. Westem secular devel~ts and the 'Islamic values of the past,. 

the reconciliation between the two apparently oonstras1;ing' trends 
, 

\\1Ould be possible. Thus, the 'Àqhà KhBn appears to ,have' avoided 

making the real distinction bet.ween the religious values - which , 

derive their significanoe fl;'Clll God - and the m:xiern social, eèonanic 

and scientific developœnts - which derive their existence fran the 

hunan mind. The integration of trOt'~ty based on rellgioo with nrXIern 

deve.lq:nénts would Protec:t Muslim society fran fO,llowi.ng in the foot-, 

Steps of, western society "fhi.ch had lost its roral foundations. The 

rea:mciliation, in the sense of rediscovering Islamic values af!d 

1 ; 
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reintegratir!g them with trodern Western econanic and scientific develop­

ment would be possible, acoord:ing ta the Aghà !<han, through a critical 

exami.natiQ1 and. identifiœtiori net only of the Islamic values of the 

-past, but also of IOOdem secular tendencies. 

According te the Âqh.a I<:tiful, Western SOciety, in its atterrq;>t 

at IOOdeini.zatian, bas ended up with secu;t'érization in which a norality 

bas«i on religion- bas been ~epl.aced by excessive indi vidual freedan 

and pez:missiveness. 

The .Agn; ~ in his address at the ~eshawar ~niversi tY ce#vocation, 

in 1967, when he was gi ven an honorary degree in, Law, argued that 
" 

al though th,e' Westem oountries, including Nothern America, were 

~thy and sa I:X>ssesSed "much that can be envied", they were facing 

"social and nDral conflicts which are far nore daunting than those 

knoWn- in' Asia' or Africa." ' Confronted by seculari\t challenges t~ 

their ,~aditiona1"values, a rising Cf~ rate, broJœn harles; etc; , 

they are questioning .. ~~ t:bey are any happi~ than before.,,114 

Earlier, in 1960, the Ag~ I<l1M had criticized the Western press 

for its' uôdue interest in the gl.aroorous things and IU'Cours surroünaing 
\ - - ~. 

- the Agha Khan' - sarething it ~ for 1:he pm:pose of sales. prœotion :-' 

rather t:haÎ1 interest ~ ~,'facts about IR fUis and their organizations. Ils 

HaVing"briefed the oarm:lI'1Wèalth society at Oxford University ooncerning . 
the I$rë'ili administrative stiucture, the 'Ag~ ~ hàd PoÏnted 

~ -. -. ' 

out that ~acy was a Western creation and net neœssarily acœpted - -

~ven by seme of the Western countries - by, the ~t nations . 

[--~.....--

,----.,,-"'-~- -' ----_._-----.­- . 
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who were rather engaged in a search for their own identi ties and, 

50, their ideologies. 116 

For Pt:Üd.stan, the Agl'là ~ maintained (in his speech at the 

Sindh Universi~ in 1970) that historical eircumstances were responsi-
. 

b1e for rendering the task of defining the concept of a Musl.im State 

117 - . - - -enoprously difficult. "The prolonged British rul~, the, Agha Khan 

argued, had rep1aced '"the Muslim ex>ncepts of State with "oohcepts 

which . We tern' ., ' • ti Il . ,,118 This were S 1n l.nSpua on as we as practice. ' 

deve1q::ment in histo:ry had eaused a "vacuum" and, therefore, an inter-

ruption in the evolution of the Muslim State machine.ry. The Muslims 

have. thus experienoed a [X>larizat.1on between the modernists who 

seek te CXJPY the ~stern social frarrework to facilitate ~stern deve10ped 

science and technology on the one' ~ and, on the other, the traditional 

leaders who tum their backs on the secular, but real, deve1q:men1:J3 
1 

1 - - --in the m:X!ern wor1d. The Agha !<han suqgested that the .~ecular and 

the religious leaders must bot:h be well-grounded in secular develop­

ments as well as the Isl:amie religious and historical traditions. 

The Islande traditionaJ. values, the Aqhi KhM emphasized, are as great 

as the Wester:D., and _ should 'he reo::mstructed "without bèccming archaie -;" 

Thus, the ighâ ~ espoused a concept of a break in the continuity 
/--~" 

of Muslim h:istory that bas to be oVerd::me. This 'A1Ould help, 1:he 
_ _ _ JO 

Agha !<han maintained, "to" break finally with the .ixnrediate and l~ly 

ali~ past, and to r~d on the fOÙOOàtions of ouI historie greatness. ,,119 

- ' 
'!he Aqha Khan advocated that the. Musl.ims must introduce "the thought 

. ' " 

" 
\ 

/ 

\, -~~ 
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of our great Muslim writers and philoscphers" in all the educational 

institutions ta inspire young$MuSl.ims te lJel'creative. With that, 

he thought, the Muslims would be able te rec::xmstruct Mus1im thought Without 

hreakinq wi th the pasto '!'hW?, the Àghà Khan seemed 1iO he convinced 

that it was the mental attitude or the thou;ht of an .individual that 
c • • 

deteIItined his outlook 00 rife. He stronqly believed that it was 

only throu;rh the creation of a new group of Muslims, weil exposed 
-

to j:he history of Muslim thought, that a dynandc Muslim'SOCiety cou1Ç1. 

be .built. 

It is through the creation of suc:.n a new elite, inspired by, 
, . 

and widely read in everythinq related -to our heritage, that 

there must a:rœ about a revival in ~lim thought. ,,120 

-' . 
The ~ha !<han, while presiding ,at the Seerat Conference in . 

Karachi, in 1976, exhorted the Mus1ims to search frantical1y for 

the. :i.ndicators fran Our (an and S~ that show hc:w to build a "ncdern 

~and ~c ,Islamic Society" in arder to ward off lia foreign f1eet 

of cultural and ideo1ogical ships which have broken.100se. ,,121 Whi1e 

indicati.w, the failure of the We'kt -te ho1d on to rroral preœpts that 

JmlSt 'g'OVern hl.Inan ~tionships under the pressure of growing mater-_ r 
.iaÏi.atiè teOOencies, the ~ !<hM wazned the Musiims not to be' , 

>- . 

strictly ~lithic. The strength anct tmity of the Muslims.l according 

to tœ Agni I<lWl,,1ies in recognizinq the diversity in the Musllms' 

"etlmic ~,~tural backgrounds.,,122 He also indicated that thè 

~ltllSlims, while workiilg to build their society fran the basic premises 
, 

indiœted in the, Qur(an am the teachings of the last propœt, 
'" ' 
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should "resolve the problems as successfully as our h\Jtlan minds and 

intellects can visualize. ,,123 

The 'ighi KhM, thus, in ~tioo to the diV,inely inspired indi-
- -

cators which should govern Muslim Society, could net avoid appealing 

te hunan reasoo and freedan which, he paradcxically _ condenned as the 

source of troral evil. 

l have cbserved in the Western world' a deeply changing pattem 

pf huuan relations. The anchors of rroral behaviour appear 

to have dragged to such depths that they no longer ho1d f.ù:m 

te the ship of life. What was once wrong is nCM si.Irp1y uncon­

ventional, and for the sake of individuaJ. freedan must. be 

tolerated. What is tolerated soon t:ecanes acoepted. Contr­

arily, what was once right is nCM viewed as out-dated, 

old fashioned and is often the t:kget of ridicule. ,,124 

Tc detennine the place of htman reasan 'in the divine scheme is thus 

one of the, fundamehtal prQbl.ems of z..tx3emist Muslim thought and of . , 

any positiœ that advocates ~tion or change. For, the In (tlis, 

~ver, the contradictiœ bet'Neen hlltlan reasoning and cü:vine authority 

is being reso1ved th:rough the divineIy_appointed:rmam. Fo~ revi­

valists, the J~(at~i-Is~, the divinelY-aPPointed :r.min is repl'Eioed 

by the indi~dua.l ~lim acting ~ te his am tafaqsuh (insight). 

In pracuœ, however 1 Mawàudi t:h.ou;Iht that ooly his interpretation 

of Our' an and sunnàh was right. Thus, the Isna (flis whi1e in agree- '1 

ment with the revivalists regarding the rieed fpr ij'tihàd to int.eJ:pret 

.> the Our (an and SunnBh, <liffer in' everyt:hing ,else. Bœide the Our (an 
and ~, the Ismaf1lis regard t:hè GinaDs" and cOllections of 
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akhbBr (traditions) ~ previous 'ImBms, such as pandayat-e-iTawi\ 

Mardi, snifà-e-Kâmil~ SijilLit al~tansiriyâ, . ~j al-Baliga, 

etc, as' di vinely inspired sources of guidance. The F.iJ:m.ins of Hadi.r 

rm.am, h~ver, q:mnand the ohighest authOrity both in the temporal 

sequença and the IlEtaphysical scheœ. 

varile both. the rsrra (tlis and the revivalistS appear ta l:e in 
agzesœnt with conservatives in CXJndanning Western social· values, 

, ' 

the three groups differ on the question of what Islamic values are 

te he revived or c::x:lI1SeI"'I1. For the Isma/Ilis, the legalistic', 

" .' 

• 

details and the Arab cust'ans - which oonstitu:te a significant aspect 

of first centux;'y Islam - are not te be revived. ACco~ ta the 

Isma1lus, the Islamic values to be revived 'could not be opposed to 

the IICdernization of a Muslim Society. In arder for an 19làrnie society to 

catp3.te with Western society in, inflœncing the Musl.in\ youth, the 

Agha I<lWl enphasized that the Islamie values as manifested by the 
1 

Prophet, such aS honesty, generosity, "solicitu::!e for, the poor, the 
_ 0 

weak and the s.i,.cR, lus steadfastednessin friendship, ms humility 

in suocess, his ma:Tnanimity in victœ:y, bis simplicity, his wisdan 

in ccnceiving ~ solutions ,for prob1ems which could net he solved 
l , 

by ~tional 0 Jœthods, without affecting the funàamental cxmœpts 

of Islam ••• IlUlSt ehable us to, CCI11~ve what should be a truly m:X:Iern 
" ' 

and dynamic Islamie Scc~ in the years ahead. ,,125 

(li). Ism"; rili COntributions te Muslim CUlture. 

The rama tIlla have also significantly contribu~ te Muslim cul-

_____ • __ ~._ , ____________________ 0'_" 

• 

.. 
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tural hi.$.to~ • through their' invol ~t in defining the features 

of Muslim ar,t: and architecture- in order to revitalize the syrrtlolic 

significance 'of these parts of the cultural heritage in the rroder.n 

Musl:Utt erivi.ronment. This acti vity ~ ouo of a strong personal 
Il r, Ci ~ 

interest of the h;hi.~ in such things. 
, \ \ 

Since the ~c; oi~ en~t, according :0 the Aghi Khan, 

on the attitudè ~both ~viduals and society is :imnense, it i9 

inp:>rtant te ëhoose and redirect the environrœntal forces to foster. 

a healthy J'1uslim identity .126 According to the Ag~ Kh.àn a healthy 

Muslim scd.ety, prooo of its spiritual heri œge, i27 ~d free frcm 

int:ernal strife 1 œuld contribute :irmense1y Ilot oniy to i ts atm social 
, 

and eêcncmic prog;ess but tG>. fostering peace and tranquility in the 

~ld.128 ,. 

The design of the buildings which shel ter the schools 1 hospi tals, 
--\ 

familias 1 businesses 1 etc, is one such area of attention which, 

accord.iri'g te the Agna I<hin, bas been neglected in ref1ecting the 

wIslamic Cultural Haritage. "I29 -tor the purpose ~f encouraging the 

Muslûœ te recapture pattems frqn the Muslim past and to integrate 
o 

JI • - , 

" t:hsn irtto ex>n1:ellp:>rary building structures, ~ ~ Rhin announced 
~ 

the "Aga !<han Award" patterned on the concept of the NOteI Prizes, 

in ~, in 1976.
130 

\ 
a 

The Aga ' roum Award for Architecture' ia intended to encourage 
an understar].ding aoo awareness of the, atrength and" diversity 

of ~lim cultural traditials which, when oanbihed with an 
enlightened use of l1Ddel:n technology for cantenporaxy society, 
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will result in buildings roore appropriate -for the lslamie 
world of tarorrCM. 131 Q 

For the above puq:ose he, aIso initiated a 11.5 million-dollar research pz;o-- . 
~ 

g.rdulle at the ï4assachusetts Institute of Technology and HarvarQ. ûniver-

sity • 1~2 Tc admihister and oo-ordinate activi ties relating ta 'the 

1fA~~System," a Steering Carmittee and Masters Jury - manned by 

""" 133 ~ 
renowned scholars fran different parts of the werld - were established. -

The Agh8. I<hân bas already hosted seminars, between 1978 and 1980, 

en art and architecture in Paris, Istanbul, Lahore, Jakarta, Rabat, 

and -I"Amnân. 134 

- - -
'Ihe Agha I<han, :h.aNeve; pomted out that he did net intend te 

coPY the past135 or te seârch for a single pattern exercplifying" 

Muslim architecture. 136 While' recognizing that the world was chang­

ing, the Aghà Rhàn E!!IÇ?hasized the need ta leam "fran the past and 

whatever solutions we choose as te allow time, evolution and progress 

te orient us tcMards the future. n 137 Change, the Ag1)à !<hM maintained,· 

without direction, in which the past i8 net merged wi th the 'present, 
,0 ~ 

is lilœ ''oopying''' and "mimicking" one· another, and it will lose the 

sense of dynamism and creativity. 138 

Earlier, in 1976, in bis address tp the Natiœal Co\mcil of 

CUlture and Arts, in 'Pakistan, the hJhà I<hàn had ccndenned t:bose • 

MIJsl.jm ccnmtries who "inport the. Westem styles of architecture whieb 

are sc often unsui.table and indeed unsightly ••• "139 

Hundreds arXi thousands of new buildings are now being const-

\ , 

." 
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ructed in Mus1lm countries in the wake of c;rbt ail ~. 
HeM i'nany of their designers have serious1y studied or taken 

account of the spfrit of Muslim architecture and adapted 

it te mdern -functiona1 require!rents .140 ' 

The Agha !<han, in his address ta the Asia Society, in New York, 

in 1979, defined sane cbaracteristic features of Islamic a:rt ~ . . 
architecture, which wer~ projected during the various deliberations 

and semi.nars an Islamic Art and Architectu:re~ These' findings, the 

Agha KlWl'1naintàined, ~erognized that there does net exist ~ single 

definition of I~;c al::'chitecture, but that this architectural trad-
~.-- 0 

ition "llas reflected different pecçles and clirna.tes, dÙferent tiIœs 

and materials ••. that strength which canes fran the éliversity of the 

Is1amic \«>rld." ~vet, he cantinued, that there were sana basic 

characteristic features articulated ip the "Islamic de~:;ign" which 

ref1ect tl'Ie Islamic cultural values. 

In Islamic design the basiè fOInS are balanced and ruled 

by geane~. '1bere is a sense of s~ility, tranquili ty 

and equi 1ibr ium. And with serenity goes m:XIes~. There 

is a lack of danination and pride.. The supériority of man-, 
iiade structures over natural environIœi1t is a ccncept alien 

ta Islamic beùiefs. 141 

Silni.,la:rly! he argued, the r.rusl:im architectural tradition ~f1ects 

an attslpt at establishing haInDny be~ its traditions ani nature ~ 

in arder, for ex.art\)le, ta "preserve the ecological baJ.an.de. ,,142 
- . 

calligr~, he oontinued, which forms part of the deoaration of 

Musllm arclu.."'t:ect.ure, "was a' constant reminder of spiritual content 
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throu;rh its o::alllon design, the endless expression of the narre of 

God. ,,143 

c~ -kiVl~:/ The I~(iü ldentity. ~ 
The I~ (Ill religious' identity, during this period, ~ e evidenœrl 

a shl.'~ Islamic en1f?hasis through ilttarpts at re:-è)efinition and re­

examination of the fundarrental tellef concepts. While the etphasis 

on the Shl (1 aspects of Islam legitimizes the abso1ut.e author.±ty of 

the :rmam as the interpreter of Our'ân and sunnàh, it enhances the . ' 

.sectarian teI:1Sion between the shi ci minority and a strong sunnI majo-· 

rity in~'Pakistan. There has been, ~, a continued attetpt at 

minimizing the la 'br -sunni tension through the non-articulation 

of the ~~'ili sectarian religious ~li~s and practices in public, 

on the one hand, and, on the other, the projection of lslamie identity 
, , 

through the e.xpressed lsma (ili loyalty fOl;" Pakistan. 
- ~ 

Onder tpe Agha Khan's ini~tive, several cxmferences and de-

liberations 'Nere hosted through the W,rld lsmailiâ Associations -
, \ 

the, institutions responsible for i.n'parti.n<j religious education - to 

. define the frameworK for evolving' the autlines of the œligi~ edu­

cation syl1abi. 144 Am::lng thé suggested courses te be inoorporated 

. in. the 'teaching of religion, were sttx1ies in OUr (M and ~th; 

the Islamic- lama fil f furtQ.amental belief ooncepts - Tawh±d -(~ 
~ . 

of God) , NubaMah Cprophethood) IItëmsh, Oi~ (life after death) , 

etc 7 - S'tUdy of the ~ld Religions; Islamic-rsM!I.il History 

and 'lbeology~ etc.145 
The study of tœ' prooeeQings of these conferen-, , 

" 

" 
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ces - be~ 1975 and 1976 - could' contribute signi!icantly t.cMards 

understanding the changing attitude of t,he lama (flis in- Europe, India, 

Syria, East Africa,etc, in the context of the respective political 
~ 146 - -' 

and social developrents. For the purpose of this study, however, 

it is significant te nç>te that the I~ 'Ilis in rrodern history have 

responded by atteripting to forge their own identi ty and their point , " 

, -
wi:th. Geoffrey Barker took a stand conœm.ing the Iranian revolution 

and asserted that he did not agree with the Ayatollah I<b:Ineini on 

the. current interpretation of Islam in Iran. . " 

... l am concerned about the int&pretation of Islam which 
, , ' 

is gi~. l thi.nk many Muslim l~ are COIlCenled, about 

that ••• I am not convinced as Imam of the, Ismaili ccmmmity that 

t;hat'interpi'etation is the ri.ght one. New seeri ftan within 

. Iran, there may be a different attitu1e. l am saying today 

that law and order in ~ ~tieth centmy cab probab1y be 

ac:hieved' without the âpp~cation of 1aw aS i t is interpretèd 
.... 1..__ 148 UJC.L.e. 

-
l?aral1e1 to the activities of the W?r1d Ismailla .Associ~tions, . 

, , 

the Insti tute of :Çsmai1i Studies was est:ablished, in I.Orxkm, between' 
, , 

1975 and 19J,7 with the purpose "of ~ awareness. of the spiri-
, -

tual, .ilnte11ectua1' and cultural heritage of Islam, npxe' particular1y 

its slua branch. ,,149 In a booklet, published by the Institute, ~ 
objective is stated as fohlows: 

'\ 

The Instittite of Ismaili Studieè Ms been established urxler 

the patronage of the present Imam o~ the Ismaili Musliros 1 

.\ 
" 

, .J ' 

\ 

" 
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~ 1Iga Khan~ in orÇIer' to en~{ige scho1arship and 1earning 

in r~lam and particularly the Shia branch of Islan and 1 its 
Ismaili Tariqa (persuasioo). ,,150 

- Inaugrating t:.hfa Institute of Ismaili Studies, in 1977, the Aghâ 

~ enph.asized that the Inst:Ltute ~ p~y gèamd t? benefit the­

Ismà (ilis - through its "superior level'" of religious education 

and through its other undert:akings, inc1txü.ng ,the writing of I~'ill 

Histoxy.151 In 1980, the Àghi Khàn Foundaticn entered iQ an agreeœnt 

with McGill University te enoourage cO--cperati~ in the areas of 
, 

Health and Islamic Studies. Co-cperation in the latter area between 

the Institut'e of Islamic Studies of ~ill University and the Institute 

of Ismaili Studies provides yet ~another dimensicn te the field' of 

Isma'ili stu:li.es. Attributing historica1 significanee to the Insti-
." 

tute ,by re1ating it te past I~(üi achievanent dui"ing the ~iod 
of Fa?znid rule in Egypt when Al-AZhar (tJni~ity) was founded 

-, . 
in 909 A.O. - the A9ha Khan said, 

• J , '1 

••. net sinee the Fatimid period bas there been in existence 
, 1 

a Research. Centre' for I~li Studies,' marmed essential1y 

by outstanding Ismaili men and wanen scb:>lars. 'l'h.iS is there­

',foœ a Signif~in maJdng it possible for my jamat 

to secw;e the ~ts of _ 'smaili scho1arsmp in thIa llistory, 
ph:iJ.osq)hy, theology and literature of Ismailism and Islam . ' , 

by virtue of an aca.dsnic institution created by our own efforts 

and resouroes .152 

In 1:977, the 'rsmâ'Üis initiated aM f~ilitated the publication of . , . 
a major worlt ~ Isna (Üism, "'!he Isna. (i11 'ContribUtion te Is1~c 

.' 
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CUlture,1I153 ' under, the editership of Sayyed J;Iusayn Nasr, on the 

occasion of . the centenary;f tbe birth of, 'the 1ate Àghà I<hin III. 

Ear1ier, in \970, a' F~ had insisted tbat the Iani (llis shouid 
, 

1 understand shi (I I~ just ~ _ tbey would uriderstand any other rrono-

~c religiOl). Sinœ. Shi (i Islam Il is a histerical fact" it 

~d not he hidden. 154 
In an interview with Rçlger Prioure;t:, in 

1975, the~, ~ aa?9al:-ed te have ignored the rœtaphysical ircpli:" 

cations of the rmBm's divine authority- in, directing the Isma(I1is 

~e defining the ra1e of the Imim. Thus, the Agha Khail seemed 
to have been convinced of the Western trend of bisecting the matters 

dealing with religion and those dealing wi th secular aspects. He 

definèd the, function of. ~ I~(ili ~ as being the interpreter 

of the OUr (an at the spiritual level and as being of "assistance te 
•• 

t.ha Isrna'Uis in ~ IQater:W. life." He is IlOt te function in 

the latter ~city directly', but in the sense that he he1pa them 
• - 1 

to fol1ow the neoessary institution for their material progresSe 155 

It iS two-fold. The Imam must direct the Isrnai1is in the 
, , 

practiœ of their re~giQl and constantly inte.rpret the 

Koran te them accord:j.ng te our theolbgy. On the' spiritual 

plane the Imam's authority is absoiute.' Ismailis believe 
"' therefore that what the Imam saya ia the only true interpre-

taticn IX>Ssible. ,,156 

Defending his role as :rmam, i.e., as thé religious ~r who 

ia also' canœmed with social and econanic refOllllS, the 'AghA I<hin 
, 1 

-
irdicated that in Islëmt, unllke the West, there is no dichotany between 

,,6 

o 
. , 

, , 
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splI~t ma ter. ~ , 

,'lbe inCC?llgruity exists ~h your tradition,' ~h ~ 
experienœ, 'the ~ interpretation, if one can' calI 

, it that, of ChristiaÎlity. Every Muslim riO matter what sect 
, \" " 

he canes fran, will 'tell yeu Islam ïs ,a ,way of life. If' 
, ~ 

, you rêad the Quran yeu will find that a very sùbstantial 

part of Islam and Isla;m's teaching bas te do with the indivi­

dual t S behaviour in society in totally secular matters -

how yeu behave in your rel:atiœs with ,other people in society. ,,158 

(iv) • Social and Econanic policies. 

The social and eoonan:ic p<?licies as reflected in the directives 

of the Aghi Khan have cxmtinued to exhibit a national and internatioMlY 

d:iIœnsion. In Pakistan, fhese policies have been, significantly con­

cerned with. ba~ the Government in its 'efforts te iIrçl.Sœnt 

social and econanic pro:JI"~ through the activities of an IsM~lI 

institution knowr:l as the "Aga Khan Foundation." The Aga !<han Foun­

dation was established in 1967 "to Irobilize means arxi· know-how' fran 

the Industrialized world, and to make these means and kncM-how avail;-

\ able to develoPing ooUntrieS. :,159 The Aga I<han Foundation bas reœntly . . 
'been in collaboration with: the rbrlCl Bank, .:md United"Nations DeveJ.cp-

. , 

rrent Programs - which' have also recognized the Foundation as a "CO'-

oPerating organization. "l~'O Ancng the areas wi-th which 'the, ~oundation 
is' involved in Pakistan, agriculture, pubUc health prcgrams, ener9y 

, ' 

developnent, educatiénal progr~, etc, feature praninently. œhe 

~ Rbân, in an intezview ~ ~, in Pakistan, in 1981, 'however, 
~ , • j ~ . 

:i.dentified t'No ~ which he felt the 'l!hird World ought t.o be èspecially 

. \ 

\ 

, -"~_' ___ . ..J, 
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conœmed with, as he Wàs himself, in orde+ to improve the "qualitY 

of life. ;,16}- These \\ere the quality ,of the' ~t of social and 

econanic institutions and a sound econany ta be achieved through 

the ~bilization of resources and intemational collaboration. 162 

One of the ooncems of;t:he "Aga Khan Foundation" has been 'to encourage, 

-direct, and help the Isma t III atld non-Isma" Ili students financially 

te oontinue te pursue higl:ler _ stulles in the Westem countries in 

arder te help ~ ~t f i11 :i, ts need for skilled-ItIâî:].ixJwer ta man 

-social and ecoÎlanic :i.nstitutionS. Pakistàn has suffered r~tly 

fran the effects of, drainage of skilled ~ fran the country 

beca~ of lucrative ~rtunities available elsewhere and ~so becâuse 

of poor -working conditions in Ppldstan. Pakis~ is a countty which 

ruid pltmged vigOrously 'inte the' effort tawards iTIdustrializap.on in, 

order te elevate its eoonany. For this reason it bas an extraordinary 

need for trained and skilled managers,. technicians 1 scientists and , 

workers. This year lI98l) the Aga ' I<han Foundation annotmced 55 
- , 

foreign scholarships ta enable the st\ldents fran càtmtries 9uch as 

Paki~* to study"at variowi iM.p.~tions in ~ and ~rth Alœrica. 

The I~' .tUs hoçle in this way" th:rouqh their active engagement- in 
o , ( , 

Pakistan' s efferts to overcxme its problEll'lS, to exœrcisè effective 

influence on the atti tu:le of the Govern:nent and the public. 

EDtCAl'ION : 
,) 

In ,View of ~ political cir~~ in the-develClpiJr:1 cxrunt-
ries and their_ effects- on nù.nat:H,y <XJmimi.t.i.eB lilœ the' Isni'Ilis--

1 

\ 

, 1 

'- - -.... ~~ ...... - ... _. ---
" 
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, '~-, ~ , f the' bus' 163 , for exanp1e, the confiscation. and natiuUQ.u..zatiOn 0 JI l.l1eSSêS, 

and even the deportation, of Isrœ (Ilis fran COlmtries such as Ug~ 

and. BuIma164 - a certain trend hiu; emerged anong the Isna(I1is. '!'he 

, rsmà'Ilis ncw ~ ta exercize rrore œution in,canying out their 

social and econanic rkfoDl1S in the OOlD'ltries whel:e instability prevai1s. , 
" 

Bowever, the trend ~ing as œflected in the Fi.nnà'hs, bas also 

l;:een aimed at diverting the ocmnunity' s attentiœ fran trade to the 

a<:xJUisition of professional ski~s t.hralgh educaticn. In 197.6, the 

Aghi I<hin issued a \F!nn8n whidl statec1: 

It is fundamentàl not only because of the potential inpact 

of political prob1ems ~ your lives, ~ e~ t.:iJœ there 
- " 

is, a shrinkage, in the national ecx:nat"!Y, it is the st.I."C.ng&; 

IlDre qualified, better p1aoed indi viduals who can look. ta 

their future with eqUarumity.f65 
1 

, . 
AlOng with the E!l"I[Xlasl.S al education, the Ag~ ~ cautiCl1ed 

the Isœ 'Ili~ about its .iJrpact al the Isma.'Iil traditianal s~ure. 

, ,Earlier in 1958, the Âghà :KlWt, in an interview had maintained that 
\ 

it was "possible te live a mxIern life and at the saIœ t:ilœ 'live a 

truly religious life.,,,166 He had also! as seen ear1ier, d~:Utg 1958-' 

"1965 period, espoused a similar Position in his addresseS' on Iroderni­

zation in Pakistan. '!he Agni KhM, however, ëg)ears te have been 
~ '. 0, 

~wrehensive about the .prpact of ~rnizatial CD the religious tr~-

itioos. The Westem oountr;i.es had al..ready exhibked a danqeIQus 

trend towards the loss of religious values as Irodernization prog:œssed. 

He cautions the Ismi fIlis to be helpM. to the ~ty in aU the 

respects èven if it meant giving up sana freedan of thought or ex­

pression. He confessed tbpt "learning means questioning;" but, he 

'. 
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argued, ~aning "musti$be for the purpose of, understanding, and 

understanding is a S'tep towards, ÏIrq:)rovement., This is what it should 

he and not sÏIt!;>ly an exercise in preparing oneself, to question or 

weaken or destroy. ,,167 

• HFALTH: " 

The Agni I<hin bas been recently involved in building the 72l-bed 

"Aga Khan Hospital and M3d:ical College'" carq;>lex in Karachi with the 
\ - . . 

collaboration of national and intemational organizations," -sudl as 

the'Pakistan ~cal Association and the World Health Organization. 

The Aga Khan Hospital and ~al College, ~ch has beeri ~ 

the status of a University by ?ia al i;Iaqq, is one of the largest 

health. and rœdical projects in Asia. Its aim is not to "restrict , 
, . 

its services to an urban minority but' it should becx:rœ the focus 

of a Il1l.d1. broader effort to address health prohlans in even the oost 

renDte comers \f the country. ,,168 ' The' ii,ghâ. Khà'n, in his speech 
, ' 

during the inaugration œ.renony of :the Sc;:hool of 'Nursing of th9 

"Aga !<han University of Health Sciences" in Kara.ch.i in 1981, proposed 

1'"'\' te extend the rredical facili ties throug~ut the wbole of Pakis~ (1 ~ 
1 • • 

by li.nking the project with the health units, whidl are already, in 
, ' 

operation with the assistance of the "Aga Khan HeaJ.th Services", , 

and ::;;' rredi.ca1. services ~hout the na:tional ~th-care sys~., 
. p' 169 As '. 11'0 ' and ln • a zreans te traJ.n nurses every year a 

large nœiler of doctars ~ medical staff, the Medical Collage bas affili-, ' 

ated itselfw.ith the Westèrn Universities of r.t:::Gill, Harvard, McMaster, 
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t 
170 e c. 

The impact of the Isni{r~l invo1venent in a project of Such 

magnitu:3e is bound te afifect the image of the Isrœ.filis in Pakistan. 
.,' '9, 

The avenue which is ElIl'ployed to channelize the process of rrodeJ:nizatien 

is very significant :irÎ the context of Pakistan ~ hœlth:-care is 

CIleaxea ,that equally concerns cônservatives 1 and' revivalists • 

Thus, lsma li Û. contributions te the social. and econaoie infra­

s1::IUct~s of the COlmtty such. as,' the Agà Khân university of Health . 
, 

Sciences, the Industrial Praootion Services and ~ various educational 
• 

institutionS, have reœntly acquired national and inte:rnational di-

rœnsions as well as r~ti~ as hunanitarian ventures. Within 

~ I~'ill oontext these institutions, with their capacity te absorb 

a liirge number of the elite Isma. (Ili class, alse serve to cushion 

'-the inpact of m:XJernization. Reasserting ms m:x3emist and hunani-

tarian convictions, the Âghi I<hàn. said that ~ rroti.ves behind ms 
health projects were: 

. 
Fir~t of all, a camri..tment te the bettenœnt of the oonditi,èns 

of life-of the ~le in this countty. Secè::nclly, it repre­
sents an intmate c:01laboration between the East am the 

. . 
West, or let' s say, the ls1me and the Non-Islamie wor1d. 

It is in fashion te portray that relationship as 'one of pd­

tential conflict. lt is my hope and prayer that this proj-

ect will dem:lnstrate the very cg;x:>site. n 171 ' 

E:CCtOàCS: 
( 

. EarUer in 1976, the Agbà t<hin had indicated at the Swiss-Arrerican 
~ 

Chambers of Cè:mnerce that he strong1y beli;eved in the significance 

n 

~. 

w' 
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of the. ro1e of private initiative in the deve10ping countries, such Il 

as Pakistan, where the prdJlems faced by tba governments are nassi~.l7~ 

Through. the ~tution C!f the Industrial Prarotion Services, fotmded 

by the Âghà F.hàn, in 1962,;the lama (Ill a:mnunal econanic ventures 

were being transfomed into national enterprises, in which the gove.r­

nment.. arld the public CMned shares jointly.~73 For exanple, the 

Àgbi ,Khan, while persuading- the business, ccmm.mities te in1;x>rt high-
1 

le~ mana.geœnt techniques,174 also familiarized then with the . 

Joint ventuœ of the Industrial Prœction Services and the Pakistan 

Intemational Airlines to prarote teurÏS!l in Pakistan. Bo~ the' 

P.I.A. and I.P.S. ~ the Agli I<h.in maintained, were conœrned to direct . 
1 • 

. -the tourist industry in Pakistan towaràs evolving certain systems - . 

te safeguard the "sense of ClÙtural identity of Pakistan" fran being , 

infiltrated with .foreign cultural. elements. 175 Citing the exan-çles 

of other countries ~ch suffered great hal:dships because of hastily 

praroted tourist industries the Aghi ~ said, 

There are many countries which have changed too hastily. into 

what appears ta be a ,lucrative pool of foreign exchange only 

te find that after a few years of mushroan grcM:h, the cheap 
\ 

developers reap their own desolate harvest of unsightly build­

ings, po11uted rivers and beaches, <> falling standaJ:às of ~ 

vioé, decayand ultimate oollapse with aU ita \mhappy social 
176 

consequences • 

=Thus, the Isma lb r ert{:lhasis 00 the possibility of .œconciliation 

between traditional and the nn:3ernist tendencies, is characteristic , 

li ,. of the ItDdern Ismâ:(hl attitlXlinal" reSponse to the g:r:owinq conservative-

, . , ., 
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revivalist, influence in Pakistan. c-' 
.. _ _ _ . 1 

The lama i ru religious response in Pakistan, however, is char-' 

acteri~ mainly ?Y its' articulation of shi fi Isiand.c identity aqainst' 

tbe predaninan~y sUIU1.i reviva1.ism and conservati~. y Ismâ~ili 
shi (1 enphasis also helps the lama (fus te legitimi~ chan;inq 

Ismà(hl attitude in Pakistan undèr' the ~ves of their :rmàm. 

. The Isnà'il i rellqiouS base bas not .anlY provided l.everage for social 

• 

and econanic refollllS arronq the Ismâfnls but bas ~ exploited to orien~ 

,the refonns in a 
" 

way that would project, the Isma ~rli' vj.sion oi' 
. Islam. 

The lama {hi attitudinal œspalSe is thua an att:enpt dt defininq 
.,. .. 

the position ~f Islam in lakistan and, so, in the IOOdern werM. In , . 
this ~ttempt the I~ (Ilis have significantly 'acxDlilcdated the. ~ 

yative-revivaliSt attitupe within the 

t.eOOencies in Pakistan. 

. ' , \ 

, 
lama (Ill "ItDdemist refonnist 

,.' " 

• . 

,/ 

, 
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, 
The pltrase indicates the uni.queness of the nature of t.fus1im 

• 
response in Pakistan and its att.errq;>t at ~fining ;the 

};X)Sition of Islam in the m.ode1:n w:or1d •. The tmique res­

panse, acoording te Adams, is due te "the oonnection 

between islam and the Pakistan !wDVement ••• Pakistanis 

are self~ciOU$ly Muslims and are deteJ:mined to Ïltq?art 

a Muslhn flaveur ta their state. It is not enough to 

have achieved a state of their CMn; the state must in 

addition be an Islamic State. 1I See Islam in Pakistan, 

p. 37-38. . 

D.E.Sn:i.th, South Asian Politics and Religion, p. 22. 

Callard, pakistan, p. 2~. 

Aziz Al}mad, Islam and Dem:x::racy, p. 35. 

Ziring, Ayub Khan Era, p.28. 
A , ' 
I<ha.lid Sin sayeea, Politics in Pakistan, p. 27-37. 

D.E.Smith, South. ASian POlltic:s and Religion, p. \45. 

Ayub :Khan, Friends not Masters, " 198. 
/. 

Wheeler, The politics of Pakis 149. 

10. Zir~, 'The Ayub Xhan Era, p. '«. 

u. Sal( M.M.Qureshi, "P.eligicn and party Politics in Pakistan, 

, Pakistan 'since 1958, seminar held at the ~titute 

50. 

12. Ibid. t r 

13.- 0 .E. Smith, South2!:tl:!~..!.As!2o!:!· ~~I:lp!rJc.w..=~M-Ji.5,~~ 45. 

14. 
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15. Ibid., p. 57. 
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dru.versity, 1964, p. 5. 
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1 
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would be resp1yed in their faveur. The, war, 1'lcJwever, 
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.... The Nizari Isna (ilis and their atte:rpt: at adjustm:mt to the 
, 

~ of roodeJ:n.ization as reflected in the Fi.ttNms carl best be unç3er-

stooâ 'as a respanse to the growing oonservative and revivalist in­

fluence in Pakis~. Thé uni~s of the Isrra'lÜ response, which o 

is characterized mainly Dy its ~t:xlemist Refonnist enq;i'lasis, lies 

in the interaction betwéen the nature of the bellef system and the 

p:>1iticàl ~orces in the oounb:y. 

\ 
\ 

- - - \ 
The position of the :rmam in the rsma (ill belief system is central . \ 

, • 1 

by virtue of its transcendental and di~ aspects whlch are de­

riverl fran J:::oth the shi (i and the Hindu syncretic rorrCMings of the 

. camrunity in the Indian Sub-continent. The official British recog­

nition of the rmam's absolute authority in the late 19th century 

added the needed prestige and significance ta the role of the :rmam 
and thus, te the Isnàrllis. Thus, "the Imam's powers and respon-

siOilities ~ could take almost any direction in both the religious 
• Il 

( 

and the Secular spheres without being inv;>eded by the historical llmits 

of the 'role definiticn!l 

, 'lbs Iinam, as a religious symbol, is capable of 8.CXIuiring an 
v 

infinity of possible meanings. 'lbese possibillties enable the rmam 
\ 
1 

1 

te relate to the requireœnts of ~ing situations: thus Perm:i.tting \ 

the rama (Ilis ta justify the ~ in tlJiir ~ of behaviour. As " r 
~~--~--ç - --

the ~ of religious guidance, the _ bea:Ires the focus of I$[lla (ili 

• .. 

(, 

\
--_.-

._ .. _~-_.- ." " .. _-+-_ .... "'(_ .... '. 
Cl 
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attention, and everything else in the Ism"; (ili . system of bellefs -- -1 ' • 

mUst he viewed strict1y i.nd teDns of the Fi.Irn.3ns of tne rmam and not 
, 

in tenns of the teachings of the Qur<an, the stmnâh, the Gïnans,etc, 

alone. ~ '!his foous on the rmammakes. it Im.1Ch easier for the 'group 

to accliinatiz~ te cb::mging political, social, and ecxmanic ~ituations •. 
o. • 

Thus, in tbeir a~ at evOlving I~ (Ill beliefs and practices 

to acCXllllodate the social and polltical forcés of the environt\'ent, """\ 

the Fi.nrëns have encouraged great cliversity Within the I~(iii system. 

'lhls flexibility in the Isma(ilI response,' whi1e contributing signifi-
'- . 

cantly te the grouplS survival, has made the task of defining the 
"... - - .. 

Isma 1 i1i doctrine difficu1t. Since the :nnam 15 seen as the' focus 
" . 

of evaything conceming Iana (IiI be1iefs and pr~ces, it is the 

conclusion of this thesis that the tenn that could best be used po 

to ~cribe the Isma'I1is in the ncdenl w:>rld is, "the :rmBmis" -
c 

j 

which imp1ies the fundamental bellef of, the Isma tills that evm:ything 
, a 

changes except the NÜr (spirit or,light) of the Imam whO is a1ways 

availab1e te guide the nntù.nIn. 

The re-defined relationship between the Imam and the I~ 'ilis 

in the Indian Sllb-a:nttnent thus provided the FhnBns with .signi­

ficant 1everage' ta fmlction as "diViJlle cx:mnandment:;". The Fil:Îtèns, 

while del:iving their power - in the sense of capabilitt' te m:bi1izJ 

the group - fran tPe veneration of. the Isma'lUs fez: their :rjmam, 
1 

~ ocnœrned mainly w}.th secular deWlcpnents. <:1 In ~this i:eSpect, 

.. l! the Fil:mBns mirrored not only the social and politica.l dévelcpne!hts 

.4,'" 
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.. ,*1:" 
in India and Pakistan, but ~o a capability to sense the need for 

change in 1;:he context of the changing Indian and Pakistan! poli tical 

,soeIle. 
, 

The general Muslim, response to the collapse of Mughal rule and, 
. ~. 

later to the inflùx of the Western political and social thou9ilt and 
ü 

institutions was chàracterized mainly hi their att:mrg;>t. to ~ . ~ ,/ 

their own religion and history.· Thé "conflicting puri tanical and 

rccdemist tendencies were the result of this Mus1im self~tian 

which contriJ:mt:ed significan1;ly to the later growt:h of MJJglim c atm­

unalism and the separatist ~t in the form ofthePakistanMoveœnt. 

'lb! tension between the traditional:i.,sts, who enjoyed mass support, 

and the Westem-trained nnlernists, who were to adminis~ the country, 
, , f 

, resurf~ iImediately after 'the creation of Pakistan. While the . ' , 

t,raditionalists dernaOOed that Islam be the State Ideology, the Irodern­

istS,. unaware of the detailed fornulations- .of Shari (âh tried to in-

oorpqrate general Islande priqciples into the western ideas of derro­

cracy, liberty" etc. The ;p~~-of cxmstitution-making in Pakistan 

was 'thus an att.eapt at recx.m.6iling the oontrast between divinely­

san~ revealed laws ~ man~ l.aws. 
, 

; 'Itle events marking the dpu:rse of politica1 histQty in Pakistan 
. \. 

l1owever, evidènoed the ~ iltpact of ~ traditLonalist attitude 

en the Musl.ims of P~. ~ deve~t not OJily inplied the 

morientation of the Musllms ~ building an Is1amic st:ate and 

.soc:iéty, but éIXIed a new ~ion tO the pollties of Pakistan 
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'in the sense of causing the ~œ of Shi '1 and sunnl 

secta.rian ,differences. The lama 'Ilia, being a shi fi rninority, \'me 

affe~ by this dewlc:pnent. Thè.ir 'changing attitme is reflected 

through the Fmnans. 
'Ibe power ~t the Fi.n"Mns wielded in introducing changes annng 

the Khojas, eveI} concerning tlÉi.r longheld traditioo.aJ. religious 

oonoepts, evidences _the extent of the grouplS adaptability and its 
, -

close-knit Structure when confronted wi th exteIna1 pressures. How-
/ 

ev{r the external pressure on the group ironically provided the lead-

ership with the ability te resist interna1 agitation for the zrodem , 
denDcratic deœntralization of the group 1 s cacisioo mald.ng .,2 The 

increased social cohesion, ~ver 1 due te the external threat, also 

elicit"ed a higher level of econanic prod:uctivity of i:he groUi? 3 

Hanna Papanek maintains that the Isrna 'ilis have devised such an effec­

tive. systan te nobilize, funds· that the ether camrunities have net 

been able to éÔJlPete with t:l1eir eronanic" socj,~ ~lfare, and 'education 

prograrns. 4 This ecœanic .. and social prosperity, Hanna P~ -at'gUeSr 
t '... .. 

has "resultea in gratitù:ie for the:rmam., and camn.mi.ty lies were 

strengtbened rather than ~ by an influx of new ideas. ,,5 She, 

l:K:7«eYer, argues that the introd.ucti~ of rtew ideas "by a traditional 
il 

authoritarian le~ is ,bound te raise eventual difficu1ties. ,,6 ~ 

17 rmam, as sean.earlier 1 œing 'ëlWa.J:e of the iItpact of IrodeJ:nization 

, al z:eliqious traditions, bas al.réady begun to translate the nazrow 
, - , 

group loyalty into a wiàer natiœal and hmani1:4l=ian ca:loeI'n. Sinoe 

. ' 

\ 
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~ lsnB: (fus differ fran otl1er Muslim groups in their eu;masis 
1 

on the neœssity for a living Imam who p~des guidance acex>rding 

to the needs of changing circumstances, new functions and expectations 
l, 

are generqted to cushion the inc:t:eaSed lOClbility, freedan, questionin~,@tc; 
, '\ 

Anot:her factor contributing to the lsna tIlI attsnpt at cushiarlng ( 

the growing religious-secular 9ë3P resulting fran ·IIDdernization af 

the I~q] i institutions, is a IOOdificatian in the practice of 

takiah (dissimulation) which, Frischauer maiiltains, .ts still pre-

valent an:ng the l~ Chis who "are re1uctant ta talk al:out many 1 

~ af their highly esoteric religion." 
7 H~ver, Khalid Bin 

Sa.~ maintains that the trading ~ties, such as Klx>jas, "have 
r 

beeIj. rrodemized to such extent that they genuine1y believe that Islam 

and! rOOdem cx:mœrce and industry coex.ist. Il 8 
1 -

! In the context of the Indian sœne, priar to 1936, the I~ijli 

re.siPOlnse is characterized essentiall y as a Irodern:ist-reformist ItOve­

The nature of the lama 'iü. refomdst tendency is CD10red by 

attalpt at providing itself with a religious iIrpulse through 

/ - --systematic refonmilation of the lsma r ili identity. 

'I1le direction of lama 'i Il response, as reflected in the FfnMns, 

i.ndi.cated that, until 1936, the need te stretch the ~finitiCll 

lof I:I_ 'i] i identity to a.cc:x:rraniate general Muslim conciousness 
r ' 

lwas net fe1t. This I~j'i11 response a,lso mir.rored ~ the' insignificance 
J 

1 or non-exis~ of any Muslim natiCMlist, sentiItent in the fonn_ , 

1 of the' PlII]d R.tan: lt1venent. _ ' HoWeVer 1 in the light of ~ Muslim l ',r- , 1 Y 

/ ' 1 

1 ( 

/ 

. 
" 

, ....... l , 
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political oonsciousness in In:lia prior te its partition ln 1947 , the 

Ismacllis aligned rves with tœ Muslims tl)rough the.ir---projection 
- 1 

of Muslim po1itical identity without, however, reorienting their 

IOOdemist refonnist outlook or their (religious identity. Their reli-
j. " - . 

g~ i.dentity, While provi~g the Irotivation for nob~Uzing the 

group to inp1aœnt their social and econani~ policies 1 significantly r . . . 
belped- the IsmafÜis to oonsolidate their positicn in' the new1y created 

Pakistan. 

Until 1953, the I~ tili npdernist rësponse in Pakis-dm is seen 
1 

mainly as the representative of a reaction and OJ::POSition 11:0 the 
• 1'- • '- \ 

growing conservative-revivalists puritanical influel)œ in tbe oountry. 

While there is continuity in the Finnans conceming econanic actil'ity. 

and the lllJdernist projection of Islam after 1953, there is also an 

abrupt chan~, not only respecting sone of the prevailing Hindu 

religious practices 'of the IsmarIlis, but in the IsmafIii attitttJe 

towards other MUs1ims, particular1y the (Ularm',: This changé in the 
'" 

Isna(iii attit1.XIe in Pakistan evi~œs noc only theISlMJiii awareness 

of the gxowing o:mservative and revivalist puritanical influence . , 

in arousinq mass agitation - for exaR1?1e, against minority Muslim 

+:~ as, ~ A!Juadiyyah - but alJIo ~ the influence .. 

of the Fil:m8ns on the· 11'llls in assimilating the newly intrcx:1uœd 

... "-.. _.,. . ~ ) 
'-oiIIo...u~~., r 

Thus, by œing the divine :role c;>f the':rnëm, previously attri­

, blt.ed te him, the Agna. 1ChM III enabled 
-(7 ) 

the ~srna iUs ,te aca::moodate 

J 
~ 
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a changing' attitude wi:thout rupturing the base. While the purification 

of Isma (fusm fran H:indu practiceS in Pakistan narrowed the gap between 

the Ismà(~ and o~ Muslims, the Aq~ KlWl's rrodernist approach, 

especially in inpJerrenting his econanic policies, confributed te 
• 

increased cohesiveness anongst Pakistan's IsrœJili ~ty. 
, 

, 

The recent Isrra 'i] 1. social and econanic ventures aiIœd at ~' 

fi tting the Muslims of Pakistan at large, in response te the appeals 

of the successive Governments, have significantlyequipped the Isma'ilis 
, 

wi\h ability te influence" Gover.ruœnt opinion. In the context lof the 
/ 

recent develcpœnts in Pakis~ where the Governnvmt is cœmitted te 

adopting Islam as an ideology for the State, the Isrra 'Iii ccmnit:ment 

-te assist the Government in ÏIq?lementing i ts social (health and edu-

cation) and econanic policies rnay be ,understood as the Isna (Ill <x>ntri­

bution te the Muslim attenl?t at defining the position of -Islam in 

Pakis~ and, sa in_the lOOdè;n \'lOrld. 

This thesis bas thus exam:ined, how the Isrra 'lus, as a minori ty 

Muslim group in Pakistan, while maintaining a sense of continuity 

with their religious history, have at~ to aCXXIlI1MJdate con-

telq;x)raJ:y pÔlitical. forces in their thrust for nodernization. 'Ihus 

it is in the underst:aOO.ing of the religious beliefs of the Ismë. tilis 

that the nature of the changing pattem can be gtasped. The lm 'Ill 
bellef system in which the l'ltëm is the only autlx>ri.zed interpreter 

of Our 'an and Sunriah arrl t:herefore the absolute claimant ta I~ éiii 
, Q 

obedjence, provides the '!É(Üis a unique rœans of respordi.ng . 

• 
• 

l ' 

. , 
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ta the ~ of traditionaJ. Islam fran the one side and of Weàtern 
4 

mXIemisin fran t::œ other. . -

- \' -,-
It may also he concluded that the ;Isma ilis" like ether Muslim 

groups, srphasize Islamic cultural identi tY but t'lOt tpe Islamic reli­

gious unity. 
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