
7 

PEGIME REPRESSION AND DISSIOENT REACTION: 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA FROM 1975 Ta 1982 

A Thesis subrniUed to the FacuIty of Graduate Studies and Rcscarch 
in partial fulfi1lrnc'lt of the requircrnents for the degree of 

Masters of Arts. 

McGill Ul!ivcrsity 
Montréal, Quebec 

August, 1989 

By 
Brendan O'Duffy 

Supcrvised by Professor Maurice Pinard 
and Professor Donald Von Eschen 

• 



Daily evcnt data on a group of sub-Saharan African nations from 1975 to 1982 are 
analyzed to determine the nature of the short term relationship betwe~n acts of regime 
repression and dissident reaction. The results support the Relative Deprivation preùiction 
of an "Inverted U· relationship betwecn <lets of rcpression and acts of Turmoil. 
Conversely, the concurrence of "U -shape" and "Negative Linear" re:"tionships between 
repressiol' and act<, of InternaI War ~uggesl th al a mixture of fI ustration-aggression and 
cost - bene fit analysls m.Jy .Iff ect dissident behaviour. Moreover, the simuItaneous strcngth 
of the depTlvation indlcators and the weakncss of the moblli7ation indicators support the 
conclusion thaL a synthesls of the two main approaches ta the study of social movemcnl 
behavlOur IS in arder. 

F.ésumé 

En se basant sur un ensemble de pays Africains au sud du Sahara, nous nous servons 
de données quotidiennes de 1975 a 1982 pour analyser la relation à court terme entre la 
répression exercée par le régIme et la ré3ction dissidente. Nos résultats supportent 
l'argument de la pflvatlon relative de la relation du "U renversé" entre l'acte de repression 
et l'acte de violence dc~orgaolsée. Par contre, la concurrence des relationc; de foeme en "u" 
ct de "Negative Linc.tr" entre repre~~lOn et actes de guerre intérne suggere qu'un melange 
de frustration ct d'aggTC'"lOn et l'analyse coût-bénéfices puissent affecter les reactions des 
diSSIdents. De plus, la forcc sllllultanée dcs indicateurs dc privations et la faiblesse des 
mdical:!urs de mobIlisatIOn suggércnt qu'une synthèse des deux approches principales dans 
l'étude du mouvements wciaux s'Impose. 
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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this project is to analY7e the effect of regllf\le repression upon 

colIective dissident behaviour in a sample of 38 sub-Saharan African nations from 1975 

to 1982. Ouring this time period, the majority of thesc nations were cntering only their 

second decade of politJcal independence while one achieved mdcp\ :ldence in 1980 

(Zimbabwe) and another has yet to achieve indepcndence (South Africd) 1 The role of 

reprcsslOn i<; e~peclally relevant to thl1> group of nations since the confhct P'I',1cess has such 

a direct effect on the formation of new regimes and governments. Two speclfic questions 

wilI be addressed: "When does repression imtigatc violence and when dll\(s it inhibit 

violence?" and "Whdt factors affect the likehhood that dissidents will react tn repression 

with protest or violence?" These questionlo have been addre5sed previou<;l" by scholars 

from the perspectives of Relative Deprivation (Fcierabend and Feierabend, 1966,1972; 

Gurr, 1970) and R"source Mobili7atlOn (Snyder and Tilly, 1972; Ttlly, 1978) as weil as by 

researchers applying more strictly empirical approaches which bOTTOW from divergent 

theories (Markus and Nesvold, 1972; Hibbs, 1973; Sanders, 1981; M:.ller, 1985; Lichbach, 

1987; Carter, 1988). 

Despite Ille attention that repression has received in the literatur(', little consensus 

has been achieved concerning its effects upon dissident behaviour. One of the main 

reasons for the divergent fmdings is that previous approaches tend to aggregate levels of 

repres'iion and levels of collective action or violence over time periods from one month to 

10 years. They then focus simply on the correlation between different levels of repression 

and levels of dissident action without specifying that di~sldent~ were ;n fact responding to 

specific acts of repression The present study is the first to apply event-history analysis 

to these sequences in order to more carefully specify the causal relationship between 

repression and dissident reactiol1. This study al<;o presents a more thorough mcasurement 

of repression than previous approaches, by differentiating between violent and non-violent 

1 Although South AfTica is an independer.t republic, the fact that legislative, jLdicial 
and e"ecutive authority are controlled by the white minority, and that this control has been 
contested with a protractcd "indepcndence strugglc" similar to that of Zim babwe, prccludes 
il Crom bcing labelled as a country which has achieved indcpendencc in the sub-Saharan 
conte,,!. 
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as weIl as r~activ(' and pre-emptive forms Finally, by utilillng d.lily l'vent d.II.I, tlm "tudy 

is able ta c1early focus on the Immediate or short-term Imp.lct of dlfferent Ic\'d~ 01 

rcprcssion. This is an irnprovernent over studies which attempt to unc(wel "hor!-tnll1 

rcactions using aggregates of one year or longer. 

Before the analysis IS presenter: the two mam theoretlcal approache" to the l>tudy 

of social rnovements which have specifically incorporated repres~\{)n into model" of cinl 

strife, Tilly's (1978) Resource Mobili/àtion modcl and Gurr's (19(,9) RcI .. llve Depnv.lIIOIl 

model, will be outhned and evaluated. Throughout the dl!.cu'i'ilOn of e.lch gl ner.1I model, 

specifie attention will be paid (0 the role of represslOn. Al> we will dttempt 10 ~how. Ihe 

divergent predictions which are made by the competing per"pectlves concernmg the crfect, 

of repression fol\ow fJOm thcir tasic premises concernlng the decl'iion m,lklng proce.,., or 

impetus lo acl collectivcly again"l a regimc or ~')vernmcnt Emptrlcal rc<,ults of te.,t., of 

the eompeting thcorics wtll bc c'camlncd i'1 order to r'!solvc 'iource., of contention hetwccn 

them. Next, theorics ard cmpirical resulls of analyse'i whlch spcClfic.llly focu" lIpon the 

relationship belween represslOn and "iolencc will bc evaluated Hypothe.,e., whlch eml'rgc 

from thl! current literature will be uUllined and m:;,hod~ for cOl.ducting the research will 

he clcscribed Finally, the result'i WIll be analy/ed and discus'ied in order to l '-,nIve SOn1e 

of thc ambiguous findings whlch have bcen offcrcd concerning the relation~hip belwcLo1 

regime repression and d~ sident reaction. 

Il. Review of Literature 

II-A. Modern Theories of SocIal Movements 

1. Resource MobHization Theory. 

Charlcs's Tilly's (1978) contribution to the study of collectIve bchavlOur I~ dcrived 

primarily from a M .. rxist plr~pectlve. While he àl~o .Ipplie<, concept'i b,l';ed on Mlillan 

decision making proccsse'i, the primdfY concern l~ with the moblllldtion of rc<,ourcc<, hy 

'cûntenders' again'it the state. The goals of contenllOU'i actIOn arc a~!.umed ty Tilly 10 he 

the control of the means of coercion. Thl~ in turn i'i u"ed to maintaln control ol.'er lhe 

means 01 p:oduction (1978.14,48). 
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Tilly devcl0pl> two ba~ic models- -the 'mobili/ation model' and the 'polit y model.' 

Within the mobili/atlon model, TIlly divide'i the discusc;ion into factors which affect the 

capacity to act collectlvely versus factors which affect the opportumty to act. The 

mobili/atlOn model de:.cnbes the factors affecting indlvidual contenders while thc polit y 

model conccntrates on opportunllies as they arc affccted by the total sp.lere of interaction 

betwcen contenderc; and inc;lltutlOn'i of authority. Wc will atlcmpt to show how the role 

of represslOn fils into the gel1"ral framework of a Rcsource MobilllallOn model, and how 

its predictcd cffecls l'volve along with the increasmg complexity of the mode!. 

thal. 

Starl1ng with the factors affccting the capaclty of a group to mobi1i7e Tilly states 

"Thc extent of a group's collective action IS a function of: 
1) thr extent of Ils shared intcrests ... 
2) the intenslty of its nrganllation .. 
3) mobIlil'atlOn (thc amount of resources under its 
control )" :2 

Thcse concept'i arc operationailled in the following way: St,<:'f.!d intcrests arc 

inferrcd from relation to the means of production (Le., socio-economic position) as weil 

as from a population's subjective deSCrIption of their own interests. Thus, while stressing 

the importance of l'conomic c1ase; ae; a detl'rminant of shared interests, Til1y does allow for 

non-l'cononllc mtercc;l'i (such as those dcfinl'd by ethnic identity) ae; potential detcrminants 

of the sharcd Intcre<,ts wlthin a contending group. Despite this allowance, TIlly c1early 

empha'ii/es the veraclty of socio-economïc indicators over declarl'd c;ubjective interl'~ls 

Morc imporlanlly, Tilly aS'iuml'S thal thesc intl'rests, cven If mea<,ured accurately, are of 

a relatlvely fixed nature and thercforc do not slgniflcant'y affect the likclihood of 

col'l'ctive action, once mobili/dtlon ha'i been initialcd. The imphcation-; of this assumption 

will he di~cu'iscd hclow. 

Organi/alion is operatlOnalilcd using Harrison White's group taxonomiee;.3 

Accordingly, th., degrcc of organi/ational strength is delermined by the multiplicative 

2 Tilly, Charles 1978 From Mobili/ation 10 Revolution (Rea,ling Mass: Addison
Wesley) p S4. 

3 White, Harri!\on (n d ) Notes on Constitucnts of Social Structure. Unpublished paper, 
Hclrvdrd University. Citation from Tilly op.cit 
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product of a group's CATNESS (it'i dcgrcc of aS'iociatlOn by cat'Ig.()rlC~) .\Ou NETNLSS 

(degree of a'i'iocialion through netwClrh, formai or inform.t1) Tilly al ... o cmploy ... 

ObcrschaIl's hYPOlhcsis conccrntng the mob!lillng pOlcnti.11 of VdrlOll ... form ... of 'OCl.t! 

scgmcntatlOn (Ober'ichaIl, 1(73). Throughout the dl'icu'i'ilon, Icvci of Inlcrc~l " !!ill. 

presuulcd to he affectcd by pcrcclvcd statu'i differcntial or rotenll.11 for gne"'\O('e ... The 

pre-cxÎstlng segments only affect thc potential f()r organl/dlion (1 e , lhrough ndworl. ... or 

catagorics). 

Mobih/ation is measurcd by the markct vdlue of factors of produclion (land, 1.lhour 

capital, technical knowhow) multiplied by the probabilaty of ils delivery whcn il i ... ('allcd 

upon for collective action 

Thc most voeiftrous critique of th\~ mobila7dlion model is lhal it a'i'iumc'i Ih.11 

grievanccs de, not signifieantly affect the extcnt of shared mtere'it'i More speclflcally, 

Pinard (1983a) has argued lhat interc'its deflned by c1"'i'i p0'iillOn do nol ~ufflcienlly 

explain whclher individuals will contribute their re'iourec ... to collectIve dctlOn PlnMû 

argucs that Tilly has esscntidlly ignored thc pre- mobili/"tlor. pha'ie hec.tU~c he h.l'" .1~"'llmcÛ 

that the issues around which tndividuals mobdi/c do not ~ig.OIflc,tntly affect lhe 

subsequent degree of collcctlve detion. 

"He (TIlly) hdS shawn no patIence for any approach holding 
that dcprivatlOn could play an Important roIe in ~ome f('rm~ 
of collecti ve action, holding Instead thdt the 'ih.tred Inlcre<;!\ 
of sohdary group'i were "n Important component to expl.lln 
collective actlcn. Tdl} never spelled out, however, how 
individuallnlere'it'i or depnv"ttOn~ beeome "h.trcu one~, nor 
did he 'ipell out thc relation'ihlp of depnvdtlOn<, ln Inlcrc.,t... .. 4 

In sum, the Resource Mobllt/JllOn per"pective ernph""I/e ... ClelO/, which .. ffect lhe eoq~ 

and benefits of c.ollectlve actIon whde treatmg f"ctor~ whlch cau'iC grievdllce ... or 

subjective deprivation as rclativcly constant In order to see how this per'ipcctlve affe<..l" 

predictions conccrning the e ff eets 0 f reprC'iSlon u pon colleelÏ ve action, It i'i ne eC'i~ary 10 

turn to the portion of the model whieh ineorpor:.lte'i reprc'i<;ion 

In the opportunity portion of thc mobilt/allon moùcl, Tilly de,crihc., thrce 

compone'nts which detcrmine whether a mobili/cd group will acl 

4 Pinard, Maurice. 1983a. Op.Clt. p.8. 
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1) Power. the extent to which the outcomef> of the 
populatlOn's interdctions favour its intcrests over thoe;e of 
olhers ... 
2) Repree;sion: the coste; of collective acllOn to the contcndcr 
resulting from interactIOn with other groupe;. 
3) OpportunityjThrcat: the extent to which other 
groupe;,JOcluding governmente;, are :.>ither (a) vulnerable to 
new clalm,> whlch ",ould, ,f succe~'iful, enhdnce the 
contender's ' ~dll/dllOn of Its interee;te; or (h) threateni!1g to 
make c1aim\ whic.h would, if e;uccee;e;ful, reduce the 
contender's re,11I/<lllOn of ItS IIIterests. 

ln the mobIllJ'atlOn model, TIlly does not examlIIe the dynamic'i of repression and 

rcaction bcyond prcditllIlg that JOcrcdsed repression Will decrca'ie (IJnearly) the likelihood 

of response hecause it cventually becomes tao co\tly for contenders to overcome repressive 

aUlhority. Likewi<;e, the implcmcntatÎon of reprc~ision hy the govcrnment {considered as 

sim ply a !>tronger and potenllally more organi7ed group) increases the government's costs. 

If these cosls become prohibItive (as hoped by lhose favoring sanctions agaJOst South 

Africa) then repressive mear,s of control such as interndl sanctions and the physical force 

lIecessary to cnforce lhem may be removed. Tilly refer~ 10 lhis Inverse form of repression 

as 'facilitatlOn'- -any act which )owers the cost of a collective action. Thus, he would 

hypotnesi/e that an increa"e in fdcilitation should iodirectly Increa'ie the likehhood of 

collective action by lowert:lg the costs of mobili/ation 

While thcse factor" comprt'\e the second half of the mobili7ation model, in terms of 

the cffect of rcpresslon t'pon collective acllOn, they arc more relevant to the interaction 

hctwcen eompetmg groupe; within the overall polJty. Tilly's polit y model moves beyond 

the stages ûf mobili/alion and examine,> the conditions necce;sary for the contcnders, once 

control of their resources is <;ecured, to make 3 challenge agaln<;l the existing regime. 

According to thie; model, the mobililed group must determine Ils chOicc of action after 

analY/ing "a SCflC" of responscs to changing cstlmatcs of the costs and bcncf.le; likely to 

result from vartous possible mteractlOns wifh governments and wilh other contenders.',5 

As a result, the role of reprc<;sion is crucial 10 the polily model since most interactions 

bclwccn govcrnments and contcndcrs involve cither the repression or facilitation of 

collectivl. action. 

5 Tilly, Charles, 197R op cit. p.99. 
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ln the basic polit y model, likc the mobilii.%lion model, rcprc<;<;lOn and f.I<:IlIt.ltion 

only affect the likclihood of collective action indtrectly throl'bh thcir cf!cct on thc co ... t ... 

of collective action. Thcse costs, relative 10 resourcc", along Wllh thc group'~ \talu ... " ... 1 

member or non-member of the polit y, the numbcr and ~trcngth of compcllng intere\l 

groups, and the specifie interests of the gr,)up (measured by the .Ictually .. tated Ir.tere .. '" 

as weil as infcrred h:, its c\ass posItion) determine a group's leve\ of powcr The b .. (.tnce 

of power betwecn contend<.:rs and the government is the mdin detcrmlnant of collecllve 

challenge to the regime or governrnent. Howr.ver, the achievement of d glvcn power It'vcl 

does not determine if or when It wtll be used to make a challenge "Without sorne Ide., 01 

the articulation of tnlercst and power positIOn, wc can h .. ve no c\edr Ide .. how the cxtcnl 

and character of challengers' and membere;' collective action dtffer from one .lOolher ,,(, 

A group must respond to the histoncal situation dcftnl..d by the exi.,ttng opportuJ1Il1e,> ,Incl 

threats to the interests of the group Although wc may hced Pinard's criticl .. m of Tilly'\ 

definition or measuremcnt of interests, Tilly c1early recognlles their importance as Ihey 

arc dcfined in the RM perspective. In any case, the 'supplementdl' polit y rood! 1 

(1978:112-114) doe~ recognue that reprcssion dtrectly affects the likchhood of collecllve 

action by altering the tdctlcal chOices lef! open to dissidente; "Shlfte; in the pattern of 

repression and facilitation should have two related effects: depresslng or rdi .. lng the over.1I1 

levc1 of collecl1vc artion, aIterÎng the relative attractlveness of dirfercnt form., of 

collecti ve action:' 7 

Opportunity increases the probal-ility of collective action as the dcgree or cfrlcacy 

which a parlicular strategy holds for achieving a desired end incrca,>e'i Simtldrly, an 

increasc in the threats to a group's interest5 Increases lhe probabllJty of collective actIOn 

in defcnse of the group's interests However, dccording to Tilly the reldtlOn'ihip hetwecn 

opportunities and threats is not symmetrical. He argue'i that a sm .. 11 incrc .. "e in thrcdt., ln 

a group's interests is m0rc likely to cause a collective respon~e lhan IS a e;mall incred~e in 

opoortuniti.-:s. In olhel word." collecti-;ities tend towards conservatism. For cxample, it 

6 Ibid. p.133. 

7 Ibid. p.114. 
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is difficull to ffiobili/e resourccs towards the achicvcmcnl of a new opportunity such as 

land redistribullon in a country which has traditionally experienced an extrerncly unequal 

distribution. The primary dlfficulLy is establishing the Icgitimacy of a nc.w daim (a 

pcrcelvcd opportunlly) which 1<; <;ufficiently enticing to ovcrcome the risks associated with 

the costs of action whlch threatens the status quo. Conversely, Tilly argues that is casier 

ta mobili/c a group agalOst the threat of a loss 10 their exi<;lIng material or social power 

bdSC. Ta continue the land inequallty example, it is easlCr for the group which is 

thrcatened with a loss of thClr land ta mobihze resources agamst contenders because any 

change in di!>tribution would represent a loss of a tangible resource, a threat to the status 

quo. 

The <;ame argument applies to acts of repression. Since they increasc the costs of 

collective actIOn and limlt tactical choices, acts of rcpression constitule threals to a group's 

interests (assuming a mobtli7ed group 1<; interested in challenging the iegimc) anJ should 

thercfore d.rectly affect the hkelihood of collective action. 

To <;um up the predlcted effects of repression within the RM model, the shape and 

directIOn of ItS crfect follow'i from the logic of the cost- beneflt analysis which is 

fundamentalto the model. As stdted above, repression should have an indirect, negative 

and linear effect on the level of mobtli/tltlon for col!..:ctive dctlon as it Increases the costs 

of putlcip.ltion. S,m,larly, ln the ba<;ic polit y model, repre<;<;ion ha<; the same effecl upon 

mobili ... ed groups a'i It Increa<;es the cost of challenging the regimc or governrnent. In the 

more advanced or 'supplemental' polit y model, repression ha!> a dIrect efrcel on the level 

of collective actIOn by dltermg the strategie options available to challengers, and indirect 

cffectc; through the ùetermination of costs, opportunitics and threats to a group's interests_ 

Pinard's critique of the dcflnltion or rneasurerncnt of interests uscd by the RM 

perspective i!> directly relevant to the focus of this paper- -the prcdicted effects of acts of 

répression upon dissident réaction By discounting the direct cffect of grievances upon the 

mobtli/ation of challengers, the RM perspective al50 exc\ude'i the possibiltty that acts of 

rcpression in thcm<;clvcc; could he the [ocu<; of a dissident response. As we shaH see in the 

next sectIOn, Il is precl'iely thi'i pos51biltty whlch cmerges from the frustration-aggression 

dynamic of the Relative DéprivatlOn perspective. 
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2. Deprivation Theories. 

Although they may accept the proposition that !>truggles over rnaterial and sociJI 

resources rnay be .he tangible focus of collective action airned against est.lhlbhcd 

authority, proponents of the Relative Deprivation perspective!'. (rcferred 'n hercJfter a\ 

RD) argue that psychological factors must be used to delerrninc the formatIOn of valuc!'. 

which arc in opposition to those rnaintained by a government or rcgime (Feierabend and 

Feicrabend, 1972, Gurr, 1970). Oth('r scholars (notdbly Jenkin", 1982, Midl.u ... ky, 1982) 

focus upon Ahsolute Deprivations (AD) whlch stem primanly from slrucl1lfallOequaln:cc;, 

blocked mobility, or lasling and exlreme hdrd.,hip. This perspective arguee; that the degree 

of collective action or violence is dtrectly relaled lo the degree of dle;contcnt or vIolence 

rather lhan indircctly related through the eVdluation of cxpcctancics as deflned 10 the RD 

perspective. In other words, AD theorie;ts, likc RM theorte;ts, treat the molivJtlon 

dimension as a black box and concentrate on the cffects of slructural discrcpanciee; 

between groups within the polit y (Marx and Wood, 1(75) Sincc the RD pCJe;pccllvc Jho 

considers the efrccts of structural inequaltties or hardships and le; " .re cl,lbordtc in Îh 

treatment of the motivation or decision making proccss of indlviùuals and groups, wc 

focus on the RD perspective: while keeping JO mind the importdncc of dbe;olute structural 

conditions. 

In any case, both deprivatlon perspectives irnply that 'interests' can be significanlly 

affected by gricvances (the expression of subjective deprivation) Jnd that variatIons in 

levels of grievances can sigOificantly affect the likcllhood thal groups wt1l act violcntly 

against a regime or govcrnment. Sincc rcpression by a reglme or govcrnrnent can be 

vicwed as acts which 'frustrate' dissidents by prohibitJOg certain actione;8, or sim ply as ach 

which cause anger duc 10 their sevcrity, RD thcorists trcdt reprcssion as hdvtng ,1 direct 

effect upon levcls of subsequent collective violence. As we shall argue in this "ection, thc 

8 Taylor and Jodice (1983) define Negative Sanctions (one of o:.Jr repression JOdH;atcm) 
as "actions taken by the governmcnt to neutralize, to suppress, or 10 eliminate a pcrceivcd 
threat to the security of the governrnent, the regime, or the state itself." These arc c1early 
events which could lcad ta frustration among dissidents as their rneans of chal1cngc are 
climinatcd. 
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difference in the predicted shape of this effect from lhal predicted by the RM perspective 

is duc not only Lo a different dcfinition of 'intcrests' but more fundamentally, to a 

different formulation of the decision-making proccss used by individuals or groups 

involved in collective action. Simply statcd, RM theorists empha~iLe that both individuals 

and mobili7ed groups rndke cost- benefit analyses befof(' actIng collcctively (incJuding 

aggrcssive, violent actions), whilc RD thcorists argue lhaL aggrcssion is a Corm of short-

circuited rationality, or <J direct product of frustration. Thus, lhe frustration-aggression 

ncxus serws as a parallel to the RM cost- bene fit mcchanism and is indicative of the 

fundamèntal di fference between the two pcrsl 'ectivcs. 

Both the Feierabclids and Gurr derive their psychological approach from DoUard 

et al's depri vation - frustratIOn -aggrcssion thcsis (Fcierabends, 1966: 249·71; 1972). 

According to this thesis, subjectivcly defined deprivation leads to frustration and, 

depcnding on the seve rit y of depri vation, to aggression towards the perccived source of 

deprivation. The cause of deprivation is broadly dcfined as processes of modcrnization 

which cau<;c imbalances between 'wants' and means oC satisfying them.9 The target of 

ag~ression is naturally the slate since its role is to provldc access to means of status 

altainrnent through fair laxes, judicious fiscal policy, control of corruption and collusion 

by clites. Acts of repression by the statc are c1carly negations of the state's protcctive role 

and thcrcforc are considercd as significanl contributors to both deprivation and 

frustration. 

The Fcierabcnd's (1971,1972) focus upon political and economic structural 

conditions as the sources of deprivation. Their version of the 'deprivation- frustration-

aggression' theory states that the severity, frequency, and magnitude of political violence 

is directly related to the degrce of disparity bctwcen a group's soclally defincd 

expectalions and the degrce of attainmenl offercd them wilhln thc socioeconomic 

framework. Morc specifically, an increase in the cconomic prosperity of a nation causes 

people to collcctivcly acquire an incrcascd level of expcctation for the attainmcnt of goods 

9 For an claboralion of this rclationship see Dollard, John, Leonard Doob, Neal E. 
Milll.!r,O.H Mowrer and R.R. Scars. 1939 Frustration and Aggres~ion. (New Haven: Yale 
University Press) 
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and the opportunitics needcd to bcttcr their sociocconomic position. Repression or 

'Governmental Coercion' is proposed to have an intermediary effccl on Icvcls of civil 

strife as it is alleged to enhancc the frustration causcd by deprivation, IC.lding 10 anger and 

violence. 

James C. Davics also vicws macro-\evel aggresslOn as aggrcg"ltcd int\ividual 

'reactions' to disparities in wallts and needs. While he does not con~idcr the specifil 

impact of reprcssion, Davies formulation of the relative depnvation argument \<; uscful in 

describing the conneclion between deprivation and violence. The Davies J-curve i~ more 

specifie concerning the timtng of a revolution. Il predict~ that the potential for violent 

reaclion to adverse economic or social conditions will be "ufficient tf) cause revolulion 

only after cxpectations have rif,en considerably. "Revolutions arc more likcly tn occur 

when a prolongcd period of objective cconomic and social devclopment is fol\owed by a 

short period of sharp revcrsal.,,10 However, Davics doe~ not offer a single historical 

cxampic wherc rising expectations followcd hy a drop-off I.ave lead 10 a rcvolution. 

Counter exampJ..!s arc given which mercly demon~trate that rcadion to a sud('en decline 

is not rcvolutionary when those sufferin~ hdve not experienced rising expcctations Still, 

the notion that deprivation is relative ralher than absolute (at lea~t in its cfrect on 

rcvolutionary bchaviour) ;s consistent w\th the Païsonlan notIOn that expectation!; arc 

dctermined by prcvailing norms. Whcn this continuum take,> sudùen turns for the war!>e 

normative constraint'i on aggressive bchaviour arc allcged to he rcmovcd and indivlduals 

are likcly lo rcaet vinlcnlly against the perceived sourcc of deprivatlOn. 

The role of dcprivation or grievanccs is also considered in at least a strand of the 

ethnie conflicl literature (Hechter, 1975, Hewitt, 1977, Pinard, 1986'227-228). In hi!. 

'InternaI Colonial' theOl y, Michael Hech ter (1975) t reats the dfccts of incqualit y, 

exploitation, and domination by lhe dominant ethnic core ovcr the subordlnale elhnie 

pelÏphery as causing grievanccs which contribute to the Iil;clihood of 'rcactive' ethnic 

confliet (1975:41-42). In a varied samplc of 19 nations with significanl ethnic c1eavages, 

Christopher Hewitt presents cml itÎcal cvidcnce to support the daim thal ethnic violence 

10 Davies, James C. 'Toward a Theory of Revolution.' American Sociological ReviC'w 
vol.27, June 1%2. pp.5-19. 
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is significantly a<;<;ociated with the size of the disadvantaged minority group (1977:160). 

Altholleh these are examplcs of studies citing absolu te structural disadvantages, other 

scholars incorporatc the cffects of gricvanccs into multidimensiona! models which specify 

how the grievanccs resulting from thcse disadvant.lges (or de privations) affect the 

motivation of participants in collective ::.ction (Scherrncrhorn, 1970; Oberschall, 1973; 

Breton ct al. 1980). 

Tell Gurr (1970) provides the most corn piete elaboration of the RD approach to th€! 

SltllÎy of collective violence. While the Feierabcnds and Davies argue that frustration leads 

Lo aggres!>ion, Gurr rcfines thc analysis by distinguishing betwecn types of reaction to 

frustration. lI The distinction bctween utililarian and normative justification of violence 

implics that individuals are making rational chOices as to the usc of violence. But 

'rational' for Gurr is far from the objective calcu\ation of costs and benefits which James 

Coleman describes (1974) in his treatise on collective choice. ~nstead, Gurr trcats violence 

as havmg a dual utility (1970:21O-211). On one hand, violence by dissidents is considered 

uscful in achieving a group's goals, whethcr thcse be long-term advantage through 

attrition of the enemy or short term, individual advantage through, for cxample, looting 

a store during a riot. On the othcr hdnd, Gurr !>tatcs that: 

"Utililari,H1 motivcs ohen arc conllngent upon and secondary 
to thc "LonratlOnal" motivation to aet vlOlently out of 
anger..Jf the angry man valu cs the cmotional satisfaction he 
gels from \dll~fying hl\ rdgc marc than the satisfaction he 
would get from aIlcvlalmg thc situation that eaused his rage, 
then il rnay he more "rallOnal" in his terms ta act violcntly 
for ils own sake than to use violence to rcmcdy his 
situation. 12 

While Gurr argues [hat rational decision making can be shorl-circuited, the 

addition of utilitarian motives is a rcfincrncnt of thc strict deprivation- frustration-

aggresl>ion theory which implics th al individuals aet aggressivcly as an irrational response 

ta deprivalion. Il is also appcars to bring the RD approach into c10ser agreement with thc 

1\ Gu rr adapts Ber kowitt's (1962) rcform ulation of the frustration - aggression ncxus 
which specifIes th, ~ anger ca'.lses rcaetion only when its pcrceiv.!d cause is available for 
retaliation. 

12 Gurr, Ted. 1970. Why Men Rebel. (Princeton University Press) p.210 
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rational decision-making proccsses emphasi/ed in the RM approach. Howevcr, the 

emphasis upon the frustration-aggression response mechanism Clc.lr1y distinguishcs thc RD 

from the RM approach by emphasizing the cffcet of angcr upon the occislOn m<lking 

pro cess. Gurr is essentially proposing a rl'finemcnt of the definition of rationality towards 

a continuum from 'cool' ta 'hot' This is especlally relevant to the dll\cussion of short tcrm 

reactions to rcprcssion sJOec these acts arc likely to bc responscs to actions which oceur in 

hcightcned stages of con flict. 

As wc shaH sec, the different predictions made conccrning the shape of the 

relationship between repression and reaction stem ultimately from the distinction betwccn 

'cool' and 'hot' versions of decisio.- making rationality and more gcnerally from the 

degrecs of importance attached to grievances as determinants of motivatIOn for collective 

action or violence. In order to show how these dcci"ion rndking mechanisms emergc from 

the rC'spective theories, we turn to a discussIOn of the clements of the respective modeb 

which address the factors which dctcrmine how indIVidu ah. and groups dccide to act 

collcctively in rcsponse ta specifie conditions or situations. 

3. Points of Contention: Values and Interests. 

For Gurr, the reaçtion to deprivation is determined by the extent of the di!.parity 

between value aspirations and value capabihties. While the opportunity/thrcat dimension 

of Tilly's RM thcory acts as a loosc parallel to this idea, the RM vcr<;ion is more <;t.ttlC III 

terms of whal constitutes opportunitic" and threats which are significant enough tn incite 

collective action or collective violencc. To recall Tilly and the followers of the Resource 

Mobilizution school, collective action is ultimatcly detcrmined by the degrcc of 

opportunities and threats to collective intcrcsts. In turn, thcse Întcrcst<; arc treatcd a" 

relativcly constant since lhey arc detcrmincd primanly by rclallon Lo means of production 

but also according to the statcd intercsts of the group in que<;îion. Although the<,e Intere,,'" 

may vary from onc group to anothcr, Till~ makcs no provi<;:,ln for the Vdfl,lhlhty of 

intcrests as reactions to eithcr specific acts of opponenls (ltkc dcts of repre<,<,ion) or 

gricvances as expressions of subjective deprivations. A!> wc di!'cu'ic,cd in the prcviou<., 

section, and in agreement with P'inard (1983a) this is due to a lack of attention pald to the 
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motivations of individuals acting collectivcly. 

While Tilly does consider that asscmbled crowds may act violently when met with 

reprcssive tactics by authorities, and that this reaction may be due to fear or anger, he 

Iimits the effect of specific acts of provocation by merely saying that anger etc -",ere not 

the cause of 'he collective action whlch followed (1978:182). This loose application of the 

concept of causality is troublesome because by dcnying the causal role of heightened 

emotions in the determination of collective action, Tilly does not con~ider that although 

the "rage, the exhilaralion, or the resenlment" may not cause the actIOn, lt may, as Gurr 

and Pinard have argucJ, cause participants to alter their interests, and 10 turn their cost-

bencfit evaluations. As a rcsult, individuals or groups who~c mterests may have previously 

led them 10 one type of action (or inaction) may lead them, due to anger and resenlment 

at the actions of authority, tu support action that was previously considered too costly, or 

serving an interest that was less emotlOnally charged. As we have stated above, the reason 

that Tilly does not consiaer rationality as a continuum affected by dcgrees of emotiün is 

that his thcory of interests relies on a form of economic determinism prevalent among 

Marxist analysts which leaves littlc room for short-term value changes which result from, 

among other actions, acts of repression. 

In contrast, while Gurr includes measurcs of resource capability and potential for 

mobilil'ation (measured by variables such as 'scope of population In dissident 

organizations', 'coanplexity, cohesiveness of dissident organizations' 'value stocks of 

dissident organi7ations') they are oot used as sim ultancous definilions of a group's 

intercsts. Instead, the Parsonian notion of the primacy of value orientations is used ta 

argue that interests between a regirne 'lr government and other s:lcial or cconomic classes 

outside of the government arc not nccessarily at odds. In Johnson's terms, it is possible to 

achievc 'horneostatic equilibrium' hetween value aspirations and capabilities 

"since values are an indcpendent variable, but one that 
interacts with the conw,le requirements of adaptation to the 
cnvironmcnt, the horneO'itatlc capacily of a system will be 
detcrmined by value sharing and by the potency of these 
values with respect to the given environmcnt.,,13 

13 Johnson, Chalmcrs. 1966. Revolutionary Change. (2nd Edition, Stanford University 
Pre~s. Stan ford Ca ) p.56. 
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Gurr accepts a broader definition of salient vaIlle orientations than that proposcd 

by Tilly. As ,1 result, he de fines a less rigid cosUbcncfit dccislOn m.lklng procc .. s Gurr 

assumes lhal "alues (and by extension, interests) can be determined primarily hy econol11ic 

ciass, but only in societies which adhere to a zerO-SUffi perspective on value ~tocks. He 

argues that in many Latin American nations, value gain tcnd<; to he rcgarded as dnother 

group's value loss; "groups with rising cxpectations can be satisllcd only by !>clling what 

they want from those who have iL,,14 This sounds remarkably Itke Tilly's Intcrpretation 

of resource mobilization as the struggle to gain control of limitcd com.~~:.!'IICS. But for 

Gurr, not ail socicties pcrceivc value stocks as fixcd sums. He argues that itls po .. ~iblc for 

individuals to perceive, whether justifiably or not, that opportunities arc IlIl1Itlc~.. In thi" 

case, those in l(lwer economic positions do not nccessdrily have lo struggle for a largcr 

piece of th<.' pie if the y beJjeve that the pie itself is gelling largcr. That this belief may be 

based on 'false consciousness' does not mean that ils cffect on perception" of de privation 

is not real. As Gurr argues, deprivation must be judged 111 relation to perccived rather 

than absolute value capabilities and aspirations. He argues further thdt thl., perception i" 

ai'fected by factors sueh as previous cxp.'rience of value los<;, Ld~<;wc\hdn wclfare v,lIuc 

factors (well- being, skill, enlighlenmcnt) cmergcnce of allcrnate belicf systems (changing 

moral codes), and status hicrarchies (Gurr, 1970,92-154). Whalevcr the sourcc of 

deprivations, Gurr argues that thcy do vary cOllslderably bath among and bctwccn <;ocÎo

economic classes, and most importantly, that Ihis variance signlfic.lntly affect .. the 

propensity of individuals and groups to participalc aggres~ivcly ln rcactlOn 10 thc<;e 

depri vations. 

While Tilly may consider Ihe effccls o· non-re~ourcc bd~ed value capabilItic .. , hc 

would argue that they arc elther not crucial in dclcrminlOg propen~lty to collective 

violence or that lheir effecls are subsumed by mea<;uremcnt<; of WClo-econonllC c1d~". 

Indced, it is not difficult to cite cxamples of slalus differentidl" which only bcu)me "ahent 

whcn the y parallel economic class distinction or lOequalitic~ Olorun .. ola and Muhwc/I 

(1984) dcscnbe how thcse inequalities manifcsi themsclvc'i III thc IOlerndl polillCdl 

14 Gurr, Ted R. 1970. op.ciL P 126. 
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strugglcs throughout sub-Saharan Africa. For examplc, ethnie hostility in Rwanda, 

Nigeria, and the Sudan (among others) were heightencd by parallel c1eavages along ethnie 

and socioeconomic hnes (1984:141-154). 

Wc have argued in this section that the RM and RD perspectives disagree on the 

fundamental decision-making process used by individuals or groups to participate in both 

collective action and colicctive violencc. In turn, these different processcs emerge from 

the basic premlses of eaeh theory. Interests are static in the RM model since they emerge 

primarily from socio-economic c1ass. Even if other interests arc given attention, the RM 

model does not dIscuss how these interests affect mobllization. As a result, the 

determination of collective action or violence is affectcd by static cost- bene fit analysis. 

Specific interactions ",ith authority (sueh a5 acts of repression) affect only the costs and 

strategic repcrtoirc availabl(' to dissidents; they do not affect interests. In cûntrast, 

interests vary considerably in the RD model since they are determined by value aspiratIOns 

and capabilities which vary across sacicties, within socia-cconomic dass and in reaction 

ta acts by authorities which frustrate or anger (such as acts of repression). More 

importantly, the RD perspective assumes that the Jevel of frustratIOn or anger caused by 

deprivation directly affects the likelihood of an aggressive response. 

In order to resolve thesc competing ciaims it IS necessary to test the foundations 

of the entire models in order to judgc whcther the repression effect, as it stems from the 

logie of the entire model, is likely to behave as predicted. These tests examine whether 

the causal m{!chanism is working. ie., RM--cost benefit analysis, RD--frustration

aggression. 

4. Empirical Tests of Social Movement Theories. 

a. Resource Mobilil'ation Hypotheses. The most common approach to 

opcrationali7ing the concept of mobilization is to use indieators of the costs of 

mobilization. In turn, several studiesspeeifically focus on costs as they arc affcctcd by the 

degree of restrictIOn on communication ~mong potential dIssIdents (Snyder and Tilly, 1972; 

Sanders, 1981; Muller, 1985) Thcsc studies roughly measurc Tilly's concept of 'Netness'. 

Anothcr approach is to focus on the Humber catagories which are likely to make r:hallenges 
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against the state (Cartwright, Delorme and Wcnd, 1985). Finally, Dougl.ts Hlbbs (1'>7J) 

uses a combination of the two approaehes. 

Snyder and Tilly (1972) find that n .. tional poli lie al activity (an indicdto, of power 

struggles) and the amount of govcrnmenl repr~SSlOn (dcfined as any act by the govcrnlllcnl 

which increa~es the costs of collecti vc action) c xcrted strongcr cff ect ... lhan mca~ures ni 

relative de privation upon collecti"c violence in France from 18JO to 1960. (1972.529) 

Muller (1985) uses regim.:- repressivencss as an indicator of thc opportunitlcs anl! 

costs of mobllizing against a regime He finds that rcgimc rcprcssivenc<;s ha" a ~tr()ng, 

curvilincar affect upon levcls of deadly pohtical vll)lence (Muller, 1985 p.58) 

Sanders (1981) uses 'Pres,> Frecdom' as an indi~ator of potcntial nelwork formalion 

which will "exacerbate pohlical divIsIOns and confhet ... , and encourage enticl"m of the 

incumbent regime, thcrcby increaslng the likchhood of politieal instahility.',15 Sander" 

reports a strong direct effeet for this variable upon govcrnment change in"tdbdity ln the 

sub-Saharan African sam pIe (1981.183) dnd a strong effect upon rcglffie change in<;t.tbility 

when in linear combination with democratic performance (P181.l84).16 Thi" suggC'its that 

weil organi7ed dis'iident'i under non-democratie regime'i arc sucee~~ful ln camtnf!, 

inslability. 

On the negative side, Cartwright, Delorme, and Wood (1985) found that the 

percentage of oTganJ/ed Idbour had no significant cffect UpOIl th .. prob.thihty of revolutlOn 

in the African and Asian sam pIe (sec above). Contrdry to MlIlIcr (19S5) mllJtary 

cxpenditures as a perccntage of GNP had no \lgmficant cffecl upon thc probdhJlll)' of 

revolution, suggcsting at Ica~t that the IOCI;a'ied cost'i of mobili/'atlOn ag,lIn,>l ",upcrJor 

governrnent fOTces did not affecl the probdbllity of revolutlOn ln the Afncdn and A ... ian 

samples. 

Douglas Hibbs (1973) provide'i among the mn<;t comprehen"ive lec,\<, of thcorie,> of 

political violence Vnfortunatcly, he docs nottest RM theone'i 'ipcciflcally "ince they had 

15 Sander,,-, David. 1981. Patterns of Pohtlcallnc,tabJ\l1Y, (New York, St. Martin'" Pre ... ,» 

p.I?7. 

16 Sanders usc" Edc,ton'" (1965:21) slx-fold cIa'i ... iflcation of ehangec, and challenge,> 
within pohtical systcms. A governrnent cncompasses judlciJI, lcglslatlvc and c).ecutivc 
authority whcrcas a r~gime i'i vcsted primarily wlth exccutivc authority. 
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oot been c1early formulated until a few years laler. Nevertheless, Hibb~ does tap part of 

Tilly's mobilization dimension while lesting Deutsch's concept of Social Mobilization 

(Deutsch, 19(6). Hibbs uses an additive index which includes measures of population 

density, number of males in nonagricultural occupations per 1000, newspaper circulation, 

radios per 1000 and literacy rates. While these Jndicators do not fully represent Tilly's 

concept of catagories and networks, they do measure the communication capabilities used 

by dissidente; to organizc collective action or violence r)veràll, Hibbs finds that levels of 

social mobillzation arc nol correlated with levets of collective vIOlence (Hibbs, 1973:(2) 

The pattern of findmgs is relatively c1eàr. Models whlch emphasi7e factors which 

increase the coe;ls of collective action find evidence to support the general RM claim that 

dissidents rely on strict cost-benefit analysis to determine if collective' action or violent 

challenge IS cost-effective. On the other hand, the approachcs which infer the propcnsity 

to challenge from the existence of calagories alonc fmd little evidence to support the RM 

perspective. This is not surpnsing since such inference is based on a vague estimate of the 

intcrests of these groups. We pay more attention to thr studics which use indicators of the 

cost of collective action slnce these more directly measure the factors involved in the 

deeision making process of potential dissidents. These studies provide fairly unanimous 

support for the RM perspective. 

b. DeprivatlOn Hypotheses. Empirieal tests of both Relative and Absolute 

Deprivation hypotheses have been presented in the literature. RD approaches are dividcd 

among those which mcasure Imbalances bctwccn aggregatc IOdleators of 'expcctal1cies' and 

'aehievements' (Feierabend and Feierabend, 1971,1972), and those which slmply infer 

relative deprlvalion from chang.es in economic performance from y('ar lo ycar (Snydcr and 

Tilly, 1972, Hibbs, 1973). 80th versions implicitly invo;.<· 'he frmtrawm-aggression thesis 

as the speCifie form of reactlOn to either imbalances or poor ceonomic performdnee. AD 

approaches usually focus upon indlcators of economic Inequaltty (Muller, 1985) or rate of 

in fiat ion (Cut Wright, Delorme and Wood, 1985). As cxpected, the variely of approaehes 

10 mcasuring dcprivation produee a varlcty of cmpirical results. 

The Feicrabends (1972) test the fruslrdtion-aggression hypothcsis on a cross

national samplc of nations for the period 1948-1962. 'Want Satisfaction' was measured by 
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literacy rales and urbanizalion (Bill/Hardgravc, 1973; Lerner, D., 19(3). Their resuh, 

support lhe hypothl'sis that increases in sy5tcmatic frustration within a polit y will !cad to 

increases in the level of systematic at esslon (r=.66 for the model) Speciflc.llIy, lhl! 

Feierabends found that a high percentage of the population receivlng primary education 

(supposedly an Indicalor of high 'wdnl formation') and a slow growlh rate of G N P peT 

ca..,ita (Iow 'want satisfaction') is mosllikely to 1cad lo political in~tabiltty. These finding~ 

are parlicularly suspect since lhe measurcments of both 'want formation' dad 'want 

satisfaction' are so far l'emoved from stated grievances expressed by the parlicipant~ which 

caused poli tic il instability. 

Tesling what Co Id be labelled 'structural motivation determinants' of collective 

violence, Hibbs finds no support lor grievance level hypotheses rclating to imhalance III 

governmcnt performance (eilher non-defensc spending or measures of social wclfare) or 

economic growth rate. Conlrary le Gurr's hypothesis, aggregate measures of likely CJu~e\ 

of economic deprivalion show no correlation with levcls of collective violence in the cro),,,-

national samplc (Hibbs, 1973:62). 

Despite the lack of empirical support for Imbalance hypolheses, Hibbs drguc!. th.tt 

their theorctical value should not be discountcd. He points oul lhal muiti-collinearily 

among indicators of imbalance prevcnts the lruc interaction from being tcsted ln olher 

words, therc arc too fcw cases where a significant Imbaldnce exisls between ~ocial 

mobili7ation and economic growth (Hibbs, 1973 62-(3). 

Snyder and Tilly (1972), use economlC Indlc.ltor" "uch a'i price,> of food, 

manufactured goods and an Index of industrial productIOn to me.t~ure hardshlp. Rclatlve 

deprivation is then extrapolated from devlatlons in these hardship me.lsure~ from Ihe 

actual trends of preceùing lime perioù'i. They finù that grtevanr:e Icvcl cxpl.tn.ttlon\ ùo nol 

explain signiflcanl variation in Icvel'i of civil ,;trife in Fr.tncc from uno 10 1%() 

Turning lo AD approaches, Muller (1985) summart/e'i lhe mdcro-Icvel .tppro . .lche\ 

which use various forms of inequality measurcrncnts as indicator'\ of ùcpnv.ttlon Ovcrall, 

incorne inequality appears less important than kvel of cconomlc dev('lopmenl 17 ln hl\ 

17 Muller cItes the studies of (Nagel, 1974; Sigelman .lnd Slmp~()n, l<n7; Hardy, 1971), 
and Weede, 1981) as supporting the c1aim thal income Inequality 1<; an In\lgnlflcant or wCdk 
predictor of political violence once economic dcvelopment hd'i been controlled (Muller, 
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own cross-national analysis, Muller finds that income inequality does have a positive 

e ffect upon levels of political violence. However, "The U - curve effect of regime 

rcpressiveness appcars to have stronger impact on variation ITJ rates of deadly political 

violence than the positively ac(.elerated effect of incorne inequality.,,18 

Cartwright, Delorme and Wood (1985) found that rate of inflation positively 

affected the probablllty of revolution in a sarnple of 54 African and Asian nations frorn 

1955 to 1975. They argue that tndivldual decisions to participate in an ongoing revolution 

are affrcted by the current state of the eronorny. 

To 1>urnmari/e the findings of empirical tests of Deprivation approaches, RD 

theories wh ich stress the ;In k bet ween depri vat ion and frustratIOn - aggression do not 

receive much ernpirtcal support. However, as we will argue below, thcsc approachcs rnay 

not be adcquatc tests of thc theorics, rnainly because they are approaches which atlernpt 

to infcr individual feclings or psychological states frorn rnacro-econornic and political 

indicators. 

Overall, while the Resource Mobilit:ation models hold up beuer than the Relative 

Dcprivation rnodels, we are not ln a posItIOn to dismlss deprivations as significant 

determinanls of collective action or violence Nor are wc rcady to support eithcr of ,he 

cornpeting dccision - making proccsses described in the previous section, sirnply because the 

evidence presented thus far, though tending to support the RM perspective, tells us little 

about the decision - making process Itself. For this reason, wc turn to a discussion of 

approaches whlch have synthesi7ed the RM and RD theories in an attempt to show how 

groups or individuab actually declde to take part ln collectIve action or violence. 

c. Interaction Models. Pinard's revicw (1983a) of cmplricaltests of both Relative 

Dcprivation and Resource Mobilintion theofles offers an interesting intcrpretalion. He 

argues that a lack of support for grievances as a deterrninant of collective action is due to 

a reliance in the literature on ecoiogical data These data can only measure grievances 

19H5' P 47) 

18 Muller, Edward N. 1985. "Incorne Inequality, Regime Repressivcness, and Political 
Violence American Sociological Rcview. Vol. 50 (Feb.):p.47. 
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inl. 'ectly but measure factors rclating ta resource mobtli/ation dlrectlyl'). Thercforc,1'tuch 

studies arc biased a priori du,e to methodologicJI restrictions He argucs that survey 

research is nccded to detcrmlUc thc Icvcl of grievanccs and that the1'tc cannot be mferrcd 

from aggrcgate data. 'condly, Pinard argues that a more serious prohlem ln emplflcal 

tests of the theories is that they do not measure the interactIOn between dcpflv"tlOn and 

resource mobilization. This is a serious Itmitation hccau~e many of the theones heing 

examincd such as those proposed in both Relative Deprivation (FeicrJhcnd<;, 1972, (Jurr, 

1970, Gurr and Duvall, 1973; Smelscr, 1963) and Resource Mobill/atlOn (Tilly, 1<)7~) 

assume explicitly (Smelser, 1963) or implicitly (Gurr, 1970, Tilly, 197R) Ihat the 

components of collective action are interdcpcndent Smcl~er's model of collective "ctlOn 

clearly rests on the assumption that .!!l! components ( ... tructural conduclvcne<;s, structural 

strain, genclalized belicfs, precipitdtlng factors, mobdi/alton and degree of SOcidl control 

arc components of a value-addcd proce<;<; For thls reason, Pmard argues, analyses testmg 

the erfects of grievances versus resourcc mobtlllation mdicators .. hould con!>ider hoth 

dimensions in their independcnt as weil as mtcractlve role. 

In his study of the TISe of the SOCIal CredIt Party in Ouebec (Ptnard, 1971:110-111; 

123-124; 207n) round ,hat "mobili/ation exerted weaker effects when the levcl of 

de privation was low titan when It was high.":w Pinard'" hypothe"is concerntng the 

interaction between grievancps and rcsourec potentl,,1 is sub<;t"ntiatcd hy Hlhh<;' ftndtn~ 

that the effcct of Group Discrimination on CollectIve Prote ... t or InlernJI W"r 1-. mcdiJtcd 

through Political Scparatism (Hi bbs, 1973:77 - 79, 1(9) ln other w()rd~, grtcv,lIlce\ 

associated with cthnie or cu\turd! divl"iom. may become more <;,lIienl in fluente, on 

collective violence when they oceur wilhin d segmented sOCIety H"nnan "nJ Carroll 

(1981) al50 find that a combinatlOn of ethnie divlsion'i and corrcspondlng polllica! 

represcl'tation of these divisions, has a signi flcant impact on pohtlcal in"'lability, mea<;urcd 

19 Sec also Sanders, David (1981:27-38) for a critIque of p"ychologlcally orlented 
approaches. In agreement with PlOard, Sanders argues that to u<;c macro-Icvel ddL 10 
measure a micro-levcl proeess is an act of theoretical miss-!>pcClflcation 

Snyder and Tilly (1972:530) also admIt that "other, more direct reprc<;enlation, of th(' 
"expectations" Sicle of the argument (nccd to be examlncd): 

20 Ptnard, Maurice. 1983a op CIl. p.37. 
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as changes in fatmal leadership. "Apparently, !'tates with bath a high levcl of ethnie 

diversity and a political structure that legitimatises political organi7ation of su ch diversity 

arc especially unstable .. 21 Likewise, Morrison and Stevenson (1971) found that elilc 

in"tabllity hac; a significant laggcd effeet on communal instability in a sample of sub

Saharan African natIOns from 1955-1969.22 

The obviou'i pfflblem In applying the synthesized approach to the study of 

collective violence and pohtieal instabilIty is lhat determinants of relatIve deprivation arc 

diffIcult 10 measure. The ideal melhod would be 10 use survey'i to dctermine if 

individuah arc sufficiently aggrieved by ecanomic or social conditions. Muller (1977, 

197Q ; Muller and Jukarn, 1983) used similar surveys ta rneasure the rclationc;hip bctween 

'just deserls' fru'ilrallOn and 'aggressive polilical participation' at the Individuallevel. The 

results offer qualified support for a positive rclationship belwcen frustration and 

aggre~sion. Just de'icrls frustralion was found to excrt a modcralcly strong effeet on 

aggressive political partIcipation in the West German sam pIe (Muller, 1979) and a minimal 

but positiw effect in a public ar.d unIversity samples in New York CIty (Muller and 

Jukam,1983) Converscly, Barnes cl al. (1979) find IIttle If any rclatlOnship betwcen 'just 

deserts' frustration and aggrC'islve political participation in samples from Britain, United 

States, Austria, Holland and West Germany. To my kllowledge, no similar surveys have 

been condueted whlch spcclfieally mcasure the relationship bctwecn gricvances, 

frustrations and the degree of individual aggresslve political participation in African 

nalions. 

d. DISCUS'iIOn of Previous Findings. Muller, like Pinard, attributcs the ambiguous 

findings concerning the relationship betwecn deprivalion and collective action (Muller 

spccifically lcsting dggrc'ision) to the failure of previous rcsearch 10 account for 

1 ntcraction ocl wecn depri vat ion and c1ass position. Muller tests Gurr's theory conccrning 

:!l Hannan, Michael T. and Glenn R. Carroll. "Dynamics of FormaI Political Structure: 
An Event-History Analysis," American Sociological Revicw, Vo1.46 (Feb.):p.28. 

22 Morrhon and Stevenson dcfinc 'Communal Instability' according ta threc dimensions. 
Rebellion, Civil War, and Irredentist movements. They use the term 'communal' to 
descrihe atlachmcnls which arc primarily ethnie (1971:347 -349) ft should also be noted 
lh.ll lhcir study employs ') ycar intervals to rneasure lagged effects. Limitations of this 
.lppro.lch will be dlscu<;scd in Part Thrce 
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the distinction between normative and utilitarian justifications for the use of violence. A" 

stated previously, Gurr argues that societies and groups within them di ffer ir. thcir 

perception of the legitimacy of violence within political proccsses. Mullcr (1980.97) finli" 

that deprivation will lead to aggrcssive political participation whcn cither norlll,ltivc 

(violence is commonly used to achieve poliucal ends in lhat society, measurcd by 

frcquency of o~currence of a given 'type' of violence over time ) or utditJrian (violence 

is the most cfficacious form of political actIOn) justification is present within a group, but 

that de privation is secondary to the degree of efficacy. 

But what determines the presence of normative or utilitarian justifications for 

violence? According to Gurr, the intensity and scope of normative j u'itification for 

political violence, ail of which measure what Gurr calls a 'culture of violence', is 

determined by historical magnitude of political violence, freq\lency of occurrence of 

particular forms, expcrience of regime reactions, regime legitimacy, and c1a' ity of targel 

(Gurr, 1986:55-57). 

Utilitarian justification rcfcrs to the cfficacy of a particular strdtcgy as a means of 

relieving relative deprivation. For Gurr, the extent of utilitarian justification for the use 

of political violence is determined by factors su ch as' past effectiveness of political 

violence within a ghen society and by other societic~, the balance of rcgime and dissident 

institution al support and coercive control, and the dcgrec to which sym bolic appcal'i 

(ideology) prescribe politlcal violence as the most effective means of IOcreasing valuc 

positions. 

White Gurr does agree with Tilly in terms of the importance of the balancr of 

control of resources between regimes and dissidents, he argues thal the baldncc of power 

through resources is not assessed by individuals according to the same rallOnal cnteflon, 

therefore cannot be generalizcd from. As a result, collcctlve action cannot bc eastly 

intcrpretcd through frameworks of game theorics a., Tilly Implics wh\!rc Inlilvidual ... m"kc 

cost-bencfit analyses of the potential gain" and los'iCS rc~ultlng [rom Ihclr contribution to 

collective actIOn (Tilly, 1978:Chp 3, e'ip pp. 85-90). Gurr MguC'i thal cvcn If ... ufficienl 

information werc availablc for making rdtional calculation'i, Individuals ba~e thcir decision 

to participatc in violent activity according to their pcrceived role in the ~truggle and thcir 
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'iubjcctive feelings of deprivation. As a result, leaders and followers do nol usc the same 

rational approach in deciding to join in collective violence. Gurr argues that leaders may 

weil use more rational, cost- benefit analyses than followers bccause their function within 

the group ie; more 'itrictly utilitarian. He cites the writings of rcvolutionaries such dS Mao 

Tse Tung and Che Guevera ta argue that leadcr's goals arc substantlally differcnt than 

movement folIowcrs. For example, a common strategy in revolutionary warfare is ta use 

terror or sabotage ta incite repression by a regirne. This will in turo alienate more people 

frorn the regime and will mobilize more support. This implies that the decision by 

potential challengers ta join in an anti - rcgirne rnovement is dctcrrnined by the strength of 

lheir rcaclion ta regirne violence. Gurr argues that the strcngth of Iheir reaction to regime 

violcl!ce is ultimately deterrnined by their subjective level of deprivation and the degree 

to which ideology identifies violence as a mcans of relieving it 

Followers depend upon ideologics to convincc them of the utility of their action. 

This is especially truc in dccislOns to participate in violence becausc the immediatc goals 

sometimcs require risking one's lire. With less tangible goals to be weighed against costs 

of action, followers rely on "divergent instrumental beliefs," which vary with their level 

of discontent. Gurr cites evidencc from sarnples of peace demon!>trators to support his 

contention that individuals participate 10 collective activ •• for varying rcasons (Gurr, 

1970:215). The only common cause being the perceived source of thcir subjective 

ùiscontent. 

Is this compatible with Tilly's argument concerning the collective intercsls of 

participants in collective rnovernents? No, the fundamental difference is that the Resource 

Mobilization school assumes that acts of politlcal violence are necessarily collective 

challenges to authority caused by perceptions of opportunities or threats pcrceived by 

groups of individuals with shared interests. The goals of anli- rcgime hchaviour arc clear

-to achieve control of the rnean~ rJ~ duthority, and in turn, the means 0" production 

nccessary to sustain authority. Conversely, the RelatIve Deprivation approach assumes 

that political violence is not n.::cessarily a collective challenge to authority but rnerely a 

collective reaction ta frustration caused by aggregated feelings of de privation. 

For instance, each school uses ù;fferent reasoning to explain the differcncc betwecn 
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collective political violence which is sporadic verses that which i .. systematic and !>lI!>taincd. 

For the Resource Mobilization schoal, spoTadic violence h. a reslIlt of miscalculatcd 

rcsource potential, i.e., resources nccessary to sustain pressure finie out The Relaltve 

Deprivation approach argues that sporadic violence IS a result of ImmedIate rcactions to 

de privation which are not sufficiently strong to sustain the de grec of frustration required 

to enhance the aggression. 

Pinard offers a mor~ specifie expldnation in his 'Motivation Model' (t9~nb) wherc 

he differentiates belween 'relevant grievances' (lhose which a movcment addH'~'C" 

specifically in an aHem pt to correct them) and 'generalized an xie! ies' (frustr dti on f rom 

broad sources) (1983b:32). The former wou Id be hypothesi7ed ta lead 10 sustained 

collective action while the latter would lead to sporadic protest or action mednl to allevwte 

immediate frustration. 

While Eckstein (1980) finds that neither the Resource Mobiltlation nor the RelatIve 

Deprivation modcls is clearly 'bctter' than the other, Pinard's explanallon of the 

interaction between deprivation (measured by grievances) and rcsource mobili/ation 

accounts for many of the ambiguous findings (for example, Snyder and Tilly, 1972; 

Snyder, 1978; Muller, 1980) concerning the role of grievancell in mobililing indivlduab 

toward collective violence. 

5. Conclusion. 

While Relative Deprivation hypotheses receive less empirical support thdn those of 

Resource Mobili7ation, several qualifications suggest that the former should nol be 

excluded from any analysis of political violence. First, RM analyse'i bcncfit from 'bcuer' 

or more direct forms of mcasuremcnt. Second, the effects of economlc depTivation have 

stronger impacts when combined with the dfects of ethnlc dIVIsions The separatc re,ulh 

of Pinard and Hamilton (1986) as weB as Hannan and CdTroll (1981) suggest thdt the 

'organization of discontent' (Muller, 1985:p.48) is an important factor 10 the tram.ltion 

Crom collective action to polillcal violence. Third, as will be elahorated ln the next section, 

the effects of both relative deprivation and resource mobilil'ation upon political violence 

can be mediatcd by historieal factors which Gurr rcfers to as the 'Culture of Violence' 
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Flnally, the two main theorics which emcrgc from the social movernent literature are too 

general to al.~ount for specifically violent or de-stabilizing events which occur within 

poli tics. For this reason, we now address theories which examine processes which 

Lichbach and Gurr (1981) refer to as the 'CoJlflict Process.' 

11- B. From Mohili7ation to Violence: The Role of Repression. 

So far we have compared two theoretical approaches which attempt to explain how 

individuals ana groups become involved in collective action or collective violence. We 

have concluded that the main point of contention between the two perspectives involves 

the role of grievances in the dccision maklng process. Whilc the empirical evidence 

supports the RM perspective, evidcncc exists which suggests that grievances do play an 

important role in the dcci"ion making proccss. This is important for our purposes becausc 

il :~ffects the intcrprettltion of the effect of acts of repression. If gricvances arc important 

dcterminants of dissident responsc, then acts of reprcssion potcntially affect more than 

just the costs and strategy choices of dissidents. In order to understand what dissidents are 

really reacling to when they react to acts uf repression, it is necessary ta considcr 

bchaviour and characteristics of the state as, in the eyes of challengers or aggrieved 

masses, a cocrClve or even repressive counter- force to a mobilizcd group. 

1. Determinants of Regime Repression. 

a. External Factors. Dcpendcncy Thcory has bccn applicd lo phcnomcnon such as 

levcl of democracy (idlen, 1983), and cconomic growth and inequality (Jackman, 1982; 

Bornschier and Cha<;e-Dunn, 1985). Thcse are factors which are hypothesiled to have 

indirect cffects upon both coercion/rcpression as weil as ovcrall levels of political 

instability (Hibbs, 1973, Kick, 1980, Sanders, 1981; London and Rubinson, 1989). 

Dcpendency thcory has also becn applied specifically 10 the study of elite coercivc 

bchaviour within nations (Jackson et al. 1978; Weede, 1978; O'Donncll, 1979; Timberlake 

and Williams, 1984) 

The basic thenry ernerges from World System Position theories which analyze the 

effects of a nalion's po~ition within the world ecoromic system upon the internai political, 
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economic and social dynamics (Wallcrstcin, 1974; Bornschicr et al, 197H; Kick, 19XO,19H3) 

Dependency theory is based upon the assertion that as poor nations becomc dcpcnJc'lt 

upon rich nations, thcir economic structures becomc dic;torlcd as the concentration of 

income and economic opportunity tends to become focused on a small clite which h.i .. c101lC 

economic lies with the forcign 'host' n<itlOn. These 'hosl' Of core n.llions lhen cxcrl 

pressure .Ipon the etitcs to main tain stable labour markds and resource f10w in ordcr to 

protect core nations' investments. As externat and dome!>tic pressurc incredse1l, the ruhng 

dite tcn..-ls 10 become authoritarian and is prone to use coercive me.lns to maintain It1l 

authority (Kick, ] 983:187 -188). Economic disproportion, slow economic growth rate ùuc 

to trade imbalance, and reaction to eoercive control evolve inlo a ch.un re.lctlon which 

causes dissidents to increase the use of violent mean~ to bring dbout chdnge 

Kellneth Bollen (1<)83) has cxamined the potcntial conscquences of dcpl:ndency on 

political demoeracy. Borrowing from other dcpendency t heorist<; (ChirGl, j 977; Jackson 

et al., 1978; and O'Oonnell, 1979) Bollen suggest lhal political inequality in peripherdl, 

authoritarian governments "is maintained with the economie, polilical, and sometimc .. 

military support of the clites in the core countries."23 

BoUen streSfJCS the dlfferentialion between the external and internaI Llctor, of 

development on political dcmocracy. He concludes that while internaI economie 

dcvelopment incrcascs the lihhhood of political democraey, cxternal devclopmcnt, 

measurcd in lerms of forcign invcstment, forcign debt, and trade depcndency, ha~ a 

greater cffeet on the Icvel of political democracy within a nation "Different po .. llion~ ln 

the world system arc associatcd wlth diffcrent leycls of pohticdl democrdcy, cvcn dftcr 

controlling economic development.,,24 Bollen further emphasllcs the role of the specifie 

rclationship bctween the ehtes of the core countnes and the ehtc1I of the dcpendent, non-

core countrics as they hinder the proeesses associatcd with SOCloeconomlC dcvclopmcnl. 

As a common eeonomic inlercst IS formed betwecn the core eH tes and the oepcndent 

countrics' landowners, merchants and other tradiLional clites, the core providcs the ruling 

23 Bollen, Kenneth A. 1983. "World System POSition, Dependency, and Democracy: The 
Cross- National Evidence." American Sociologica) Review, 48, p.478. 

24 Ibid. p.468 
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elitcs with eeonomie, potilieal, and military support in order to maintain its authority over 

the lowcr classes. 

Miles Wolpin (1985) finds Jess support for the effects of dependency upon levels of 

repression in a sam pie of third world nations. White violent repression was positively 

associaled with 'open door' regimcs (non-discriminating trading partners), actual rates of 

investment by oul!.ide nations wcre h:ghcst among the minimally repressive nations. The 

least this suggests is that invcstment can be associated with low Icvels of rerression. 

Michael Timberlake and Kirk Williams (1984) Lake this examination a slep further 

as they test the hypothesis that the degrec of penetration of peripheral countrics by 

foreign capital contributes to the formaI exclusion of non- ehte political participation and 

to the greater frequency with which governments actively repress opposition. The work 

of Timberlake and Williams addresses sorne specifie questions left unanswered by the WOI k 

of Bollen. Their rescarch focuses on the extent to which political systems formally 

cxclude widespread participation in decision making, and thr frequency with which 

regimes overtly reprcss political opposition through various sanetioning activities. 

Government rcpression is measured according to the amount and sevcrity of sanctions 

imposed hy thl' government "to neutralize, supprcss, or eliminate a perceived threat to the 

security of the government, the regime or the state itself.,,25 

Timherlakc and Williams concludc that whcn the levc1 of foreign :nvenrnent is 

greater in non - core countrie<" their political systems tend to he more exclusive. However, 

in agreement with Wo!pin, their second hypoth~sis which states that high Icvc\s of forcign 

investment penetratIOn wIll cause high degrees of government sanctions is not supported 

by the data. "InvestmenL penetration appears Lo have no hearing on thc frequency of 

rcprcssive activity initiated by the government.,,26 They do !.uggest that since political 

exclusion docs poslti ve Iy affect government sanctioning, in vestment dependency may 

<'perate indirectly through ils positive effect on political exclusion. 

25 Tim berlakc and Willian's use thc 'Negative Sanclions' indicator from Taylor and 
Jodicc. 198~. World Handbook of Political and Social Indicators III:1948-1977. (Ann Arbor: 
The Inter- UnivefSlty Consortium for Political and Social Research.) 

26 Timberlake, Michael and Kirk R. Williams. 1984. "Dependence, Poetlcal Exclusion 
and Govcrnmcnt Repression" American Sociological Rcview. Vo1.49, No.l, p.146. 
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Paige (1975) presents historical evidence to explain the unintcntional cffecl!. 01 

foreign influence on internai market structures and subsequently to violent politIC,.1 

challenge. In Angola, The suddcn transition from subsistence level productIOn ln exporl 

production caused the mobilized wage earners to revoit against lhe propcrlled clase; in 1961 

(Paige, 1975). 

London and Robinson (1989) report cvidcnce that depcndcnce withm the world 

economy "significantly affects collective political violence both directly and indirectly 

(through its cffects on incomc inequality)."27 

Although theorctically plausible and with considerable cmpirical support, 'external' 

cxplanations describc mainly indirect effects upon internaI politlcal power 'itruggle'i For 

this reason we turn to studies which focus on internaI balances of power, rccogni/lng Ihe 

neecl to incorporate theoretically important dependency effects Into lhe final ITIddel. 

b. InternaI Factors. Theories which attempt 10 expldin vari,lOce ln leveh. of 

repression generally focus on the concept of 'imlilullOnah/dtion' (Hlob'i, 1<)73; Duff and 

McCamant, 1976; Wolpin, 1986) or the degree to which instltuliom. have em.'rged whlch 

are able to 'process' the growing demands of modernization (Huntington, }')68). Olher~ 

address regime type, contrasting military and civilian regimes and thcir respcctlve 

propensities to apply repressive tactics (Nord linger, 1970; Tannahdl, 1970, Wolpin, 1'JHo). 

As we shall sec, the evidence for the effects of both institutionalilation and reglOle lype 

is fairly convincing. 

Hibbs opcrationalizes the concept of institutionalintion in rclation to the degree 

of social mobili1alion. 

"For when the ratio of social mobili/ation to 
institutionali/ation is large, the burdens generatcd by high 
mobilintion may have outrun the capabihties of 
sociopolitical institutions and as a consequence, ehtce; may 
perceivc the situation as sufflcÏently threalCntng to resort to 
rcpression as an alternati't(> mode of social control,'·28 

This hypothesis is strongly supporled ln th,' emplfical tet.t on the croe;" - national "am pic of 

27 London, Bruce and Thomas D Robinson 1989(a) "The Effect of International 
Dependence on Income Inequality and Political Violence."- - Research Note, American 
Sociological Review, Vol. 54 (April) p. 307. 

28 Hibbs, Douglas 1973. op cit p lIO. 
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108 nation,>. Similarly, Duff and McCamant find strong support for the effects of 

institutionali/ation (mc;lc;ured by thc degree of institulionali7ation of the Roman Catholic 

Church, Political Parties, and the military) alone, without interaction with degree of social 

mobili/ation, in a Latin American sam pIe (1976:p.129). They also found that nations which 

spent more on education were Iess prone to resorl to violent repression. In sum, this 

evidence suggec;t', that rcglmes which atlempt to provide adequate services and access lo 

political reprec;entation arc Icc;s prone lo use repression since institutions exist which can 

reheve the pressure! of modernization. 

Theories concerning the effect of regime type argue that m:litary regimes are more 

likely to apply repression than their civilian counterparts. Therc arc two main rcasons 

which emergc from the literature. First, becausj:! military rcgimcs usually asceud to power 

with military force, they arc prone to use such force to maintain their power sincc the y 

will become the new larget of pra~lorian power sei7ures (Barrows, 1986:85-88). Secondly, 

since military rcgimes arc less accountablc to civilians, the use of rcpresslon is less costly 

in terms of the effects on popularity (Nordlinger, 1970). The obvious problem with such 

proclamations i~ that the military as an institution can have considerable power within a 

civilian Tegime (Sarkesian, 1978:19-21). Despitc these qualifications, the bulk of the 

cvidence supports the hypothec;is that military regimes arc more repressive lhan civilian 

rcgimes. Wolpin finds a slgni flcant degree of association bel ween mlIilary ru\~ and violent 

reprcssiveness (1986.116-117). Tannahdl reports cvidence to c;how that military regimes 

are also more likely 10 impose polilical sanctions (1976:240). 

Overall, the evidence suggests that Tepression is more Iikely 10 nations which arc 

either moderni/ing at a pace which supercedes its abihty to cope with rising deroands or, 

similarly, arc controlled hy leaders which arc unwilhng or unable ta cape with challenges 

through open politÎcal processes. Without attempling to lI1easure ail of the possible 

interactions betwcen thpse internai and external factors, wc will control for their 

indepenJent effeets as the data permits. For now, wc tuen to an cxamination of the 

cffects of repn·3sion. 

2. Errects or Regime Repression Upon Dissident ~eaction. 
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Despite their opposing views on the motivating factor~ le<lding tn mobiht.ltllln, 

there is considerable consensus between the Resource MohilitallOn and Rel.ltive 

Dcprivation approaches in thdr emphasis on the importance of the bdl.lnce of power 

belween challengers and the state in ultimately delermining whether mobili,cd groups wIll 

make violent challenges. 

Tilly (1978) is careful to distmguish belween the effecl of repression on collectIve 

action as opposed to its effect on the likelihood of collectIve violence ln the fmt Cd'oe, 

repression affects collectIve action indirectly through its effec! on the balance of power 

betwccn the state and its challengers. Repression L used to increa'ie the cosls of either the 

mobilization stage or the collecti vc actIOn stage For exampk, hannmg a ncw~papcr would 

increase costs of mobili7atlOn by cutting off sources of comml"nIC<ltlOn. lading le.ldcr~ of 

prote st marches would increase the costs of collectIve action. 

In the simple case, rcpres~ion affects the levcl of collective action ncgativcly hy 

reducing the power of the group relative to the power of the state. Thu'i, Tilly predicts 

that a "ncgative parliallincar rclationship (cxists) belween governmental repres~ion .lntl lhe 

ffi;\gnitude of collective violence ,,29 But life is Ilot so simple Tilly sub~equently argue~ 

that groups do not passivcly accept Jos<;es of power 

"Members of the pohly reslst changcs which would threalen 
thcir eurrent realilation of lheir intercsts even morc than 
they seek changes which would enhance their interesls. They 
fight tenaeiously against loss of power, and especially againsl 
expulsion from lh'.:! polit y .,,30 

Further, Tilly pr\!dlcts that lhe hkelihood of a group being subject to repression 1<., 

a function of the scale of Ils collective action and ilS relative power as a group. Ait the 

ratio of scale to power inerea<;es (i.e., large scale, low power) the likelihood of rcpre~slOn 

increases.31 This secmingly paradoxical relatlOn<;hlp is J u~tified \Vith the .t",-um ption lhal 

6rouPS \Vith a large amount of poJ\vcr should, by dcfinitlOn, be sufflcicnlly thrcatcntng \0 

warrant compromise rath~r th an outright hostility from a regime Convcr<;ely, groups large 

29 Snyder and Tilly, 1972'527 - -quoted in Snyder, 1976. p 282. 

30 Tilly, Charles. 1978. op cit. p.l35 

31 ln thcory, this function applics equally to generali,ed collectlvc violence (Prote ... l or 
Riot) as it does 10 specific altacks (aets of tntcm:l! War) 
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ln scalc yet low in power should be more cffeclivcly controlled using repressive tactics. 

In any case, the negative linear hypotilCsis should ideally be evaluated white controlling 

for factors which measure the degree of challenge capability by groups approaching cnlry 

into the polity. 

GUff also argues that the balance between regime and dissident coercivc control (his 

definition of power) is the crucial factor in dctermining whether a 'serious' challenge to 

the statc will be attempted (1970:234). Whcn di~sidents' power appcars to he equal to that 

of the slate they arc likely tO act aggressivcly sin ce thcir chances of victory arc at their 

optimum relative to the cost of action. The likelihood then diminishes if dissident 

coercive control is greatcr than that of the regirne becau~e the regirne should realize the 

futility of activcly dcfending its dominant position At the same time, less serious 

challenges, descrihed as turmoil, are determined by an imbalance of power. 

"Even in the absence of utilitarian motivations, ~nd in the 
face of greatly superior force, intensc1y discontented 
dissidents sometimes initiate violent clashes or respond 
riotously to repressive measures.,,32 

As we argued previously, for Gurr, the rational calculation of the efficacy of 

violent action among marginal contenrlers can be 'short- circUited' by feelings of anger, 

frustration or desperation. However, he argues that more purely rational calculations are 

used by groups which arc, duc to their level of power, more serious threats to the state. 

Challcnges by serious contenders are more likely to escalate into internai war than 

challenges by marginal group~. Gurr states that both the magnitude of political violence 

and the likelihood of internai war "Increa!.e as the ratio of dissident to regime control 

.lpproache!. equality .. 33 In other words, groups weak relative to the regime and groups 

significantly sLronger than the regime will not initiate violent challenges. Groups close in 

slrengtb with the regime are likely to challenge 

Once a challenge has been initialed, Gurr predicts that the short Lerm extent 01 

violent reacllOn vanes curvilinearly with the cxtcnt of both potential and actual repression 

administered by the rcgime. As stated previously, this hypothesis resuIts from a definition 

32 Gurr, Ted. 1970. op cil. p.235. 

33 Ibid. P 235. 
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of rationality as a continuum from 'cool' to 'hot'. Low levcls of coerelon arc not sufficlcnt 

to provoke an angry response. High levcls of coercion provoke intense anger but ('ven 

higher levels of fcar for the consequences of the threatcned regirne TeactlOn "But if men 

anticipate or experience sanctions 01 intermediate severlly, thcir ,Inger i., IIkely to 

outweigh their fear."34 The result is a prcdlcted inverted "U" function for the rcl.ltlon'\hlp 

between repression and subsequent levels of collective violenœ. 

This is the conclusion of Gurr and Liehbach (1981) who ftnd that over the long 

Lerm, low levels of repression reduce the ability of dissidents 10 mobill/e oppol.ition 

bccause the target (the stale) appears less responsible for the group's di'\sdtisfaction Thl1> 

is precisely opposite of the prediction of Tilly where dis<alisfactÎon among di<;~idcnt., i<; 

relatively constant, low levels of repression reduce cost<, of mobtli/atlOn .lnd in turn 

incrcase the likelihood of collective ,Iction. Again, the role of gnevdncc'\ appedr .. as the 

point of contention between the two theoretical approaches. 

In the long run, Gurr argues th al severe repression will provokc groups to mobih.lc 

resources to counter unju'\tified or se\ere sanctions. The long run hypothc'iIS is in 

agreement with the Resource Mobilil.ation approach even lhough il predlcls lhdl the 

ability lO maintain repressive sanctions is, hy dcfinition, the dbility to maintain prc .... ure 

which increases the cost of collective actIOn by dissident group~ This apparent 

contradiction is parlially resolved If wc consid,~r Tilly's prediction that incrca<;es ln threat<; 

increase the likelihood of collective action. In thi., case, the threat of ùemobIll/dtion 

should, in the long run, provoke groups subject lo severe repres.,ion lOto .tltern.tte cour .. c,> 

of mobilization and action. To cite thc cxample of the A Ne. 10 South AfHc.l, thc aet of 

moving outside of the polit y and mobililing IOternationd\ support 1., .ln eXdmplc of long 

tcrm reaction to cxtreme represslOn. 

Aparl from restating the gcnerd\ predictions m,Ide by the RM and RD pLT'>pccltve .. , 

we have attcmpted to show that thcy ba.,ically agree on the Importdnce of the bdlanec of 

power bctwecn a regimc and Ils challengers, cspccially l'onccrmng thc long tcrm re<lctlOn 

10 repression as well as the likelihood of '!'eriou,,' challenges .. ueh a., act'i of InternaI Wdr. 

34 Ibid. p.239. 
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Likewise, Gurr's proposition that turmoil is likely to resuIt from short-circuited rationality 

is in agreement with Tilly's observation that assembled g~oups are likely to respond 

violently to cocrcion (reprcssion) out of anger and frustration. But the points of 

agreement are not as salient as they appear. For Gurr, anger and frustration are still 

operating in the decision by dissidents to engage in organized acts of internai war. 

Although he argues that the~e groups ale less prone to be swayed by su ch feelings of anger 

or frustration in their gencral consideration of the utility of challenge, the effects of 

repression are still con"iidered 10 disrupt the rational decision making process. Gurr's point 

is that the discontent (whether it arises from economic deprivation or from specifie acls 

of repression) is not sufficient to predicl collective violence. Instead, the decision to react 

to such deprivations is made in the context of the balance of power between the 

challengers and the slate. Tilly also views the balance of pOWI' r between challengers and 

institutions of authority as crucial in the determination of collective action or ... iolence. 

However, he discounts the role of deprivation lU affecting the initial decision to challenge. 

In sum, the effect of anger and frustration as a reaclion to represslOn affects the positive 

shape of the curve from low to medium levels of repression in Gurr's formulation. For 

Tilly, beyond the immediatc reaction of assembled groups confronted with counter force, 

repression begins to increase the costs of collective action from the low to the medium 

level. ACter this, both curves descend but for differcnt rca1>ons. For Gurr, fear of reprisaI 

outweighs anger. For Tilly, costs continue to increase beyond the value of bencfits gained 

from maklflg a challenge. 

After demon<;tratlflg how the origlflal dilemma concerning the effccts of 

dcprivations is !'ustained as the models bccomc more \'omplcx, we lurn to empirical te"ts 

which focus specifically on the rclationship bctwecn reprcssion and subsequent levels of 

political violence or instability. This is neccssary in order to resolve the competing daims 

of the two perspectives. 

3. Empirical Tests of RepressIon/ Reaction Hypotheses. 

Approaches to the analysis of the relationship between regime repression and 

political v:olcnce can be divided into two groups: Thosc which measure a regime or 
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governmcut's potential or capacity to rcpress (Feicrabend and Fcierabcnd, 1%/1, It)72; 

Gurr, 1968a; Jacobson, 1973; C1rter, 1988) and those which mcasurc a regimc or 

governmcnl's actual use of repressive mcans (Wallon, 1965; M.ukus and Nc!>vold, 1972, 

Lichbach and Gurr, 1981; Muller, 1985). The mast thorough analy~cs con!>ider bnlh 

capacity and actual uses of repression, eithcr iteparately or ''!Ith inde) ~s IhJI combine the 

two (Snyder and Tilly, 1972; Hibbs, 1973; Tilly, 1975,1978; Sanders, 1981). As we sh.lll 

sec, findings concerning this relationship arc almost as varied as the methodo; and 

definitions used by analysts ovcr the years. 

a. Repressive Capacily and Political Violence. Gurr (1968) found d curvilincar or 

"inverted U" rclationship bClwecn 'Coercive Force Size' and 'Civil Slrife,'1S but a negativc 

linear relationship between 'Coercive Patential' (force <;i/e weighted by frequcncy of 

previou'i coups) and 'Civil StriCe.' David Snyder (1976) points out thdt Gurr es~entially 

ignores the negative linear finding and emphasi7es the curvilinear hypothe!>i~ in sub~equent 

works (eg. Gurr, 1970). 

According to Snyder, the Feierabcnds (1971,1972) also present mixed evidence 

concerning the overall relationship. "Although the Feicrabends rcport a linear correlation 

of .41 between coercion and instability for 84 nations, their croso;-tabuiar analy!>i!> 

(1972:162) shows thc expected invcrted L! association.,,36 Like Gurr, the y atlribute more 

weight to the curvdinear finding despite evidence of signiflcant line~( cffects. 

In their analysis of collective vIOlence in France from 1830 to 1960, Snyder and 

Tilly (1972) measure repressive capacity indirectly (and rdlher cTudcly) accord mg 10 the 

size of the national budget. This is alleged to increase lhe CO'i[S of moblli/ation ag,lInst the 

government and therdore reducc collective violence which IS a by-product of ~uch 

mobilization (1972'529). Thcir results support thls argument a<; the Ilnear coefficient for 

national budget is significant and negdtive. However, lheir indicator of regimc capacity 

is less directthan the studie!> which use variations bascd on numbers of internai sccunty 

35 Gurr de fines 'Civil Strife' as "al\ collective, nongovernmental attack'i on pcr~()n~ or 
property" (1968:11 07). 

36 Snyder, David. 1976. "Theoretical and Methodological Problems in the Analy .. i!t of 
Governmen~al Coercion and Collective Violence." Journal of Political and Mliildry 
Sociology. VolA (Fall):p.281. 
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forces or ûverall defense spcnding. The relationship between national budget and defense 

spending could just as easily be attributed to a lack of relative dcprivation, Le, a large 

national budget could be an indicator of national economic pro!>perity which would in 

itseH lirnit opposition to the state. 

Jacobson uscs Gurr's rnea~ure of Hsize of internaI security force per 10,000 pop." as 

weil as the role ûf the polIce as palitically significant or not (Banks and Textor, 1963). 

While controIling far economic performance and political devcloprnent, Jacobson finds a 

wcak positive and hnear relationshlp bctween coercive capacity and Gurr's mcasure of 

'Civil Stnfe' (1973:73-74). Jacobson attributes the unexpected directian af the relationship 

to theorctical miss-specIfication and the inadequacy of capacity measures as indicators of 

repression. 37 

Grcgg L. Carter (1988) rneasures repressive capability by the number of unifonned 

police per 10,000 blacks to test the rclationship betwel'n coercive potential and levels of 

violence in a sam pIc of V.S. cities during the 1960's urban riots. Carter controlled for 

grievancc-levcJ factors (incorne incquality bctwccn black and whitc, political 

rcsponsiveness of civic authorities and ecanomic conditions) as wcll as black population 

.;ize (allegcd to measurc resourccs with which a riot could be sustained). Carter reports an 

i,lvcrsc "U" rclationship bctwccn cocrcivc forcc size and riot severity. 

On the ncgative side, Hlbbs (1973) estimated both linear and quadratic cquatiops 

to test the rclationship betwecn rcgime forcc capability and the magnitude of systcma'ic 

violence. Regime force capability was measured by the number of internai security forces 

per 10,000 population and per 1000 sq./km. Hibbs finds no significant causal relationship 

between regime coerche potential and mass violence for either the linear or curvilinear 

equations. Although these rcsuIts suggest that the strcngth of internai security forces rails 

10 deter forrns of mass violence (either collectIve protcst or internai war) the results did 

suggcst that a relationship cxists bctwecn coercivc capability and the frcquency of 

37 Jacobson also argues that "a relatively high incidence of conflict in the past may 
influence rnilitary and govcrnrncntal officiais to expand the size of their security forces. 
From this standpoint, we would expect a positive correlation between coercion and socictal 
con fliet. 
(1973:74). 
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Negative Sanctions.38 This could be duc to a circular effecl where cocrcivc potcntial i~ 

built up in responsc to frequent caUs for the implemcntation of sanctions. 

Sanders (1981) found no significant relationship betwccn capacity indicatoTs and 

levels of instability outsidc of Europe .. nd North America. "The Icvel of potcntial 

governmcnt cocrcion consistently fails to offer any suitable regional ba~is for prcdicting 

the levcl of instabiIity ... ,,39 

Ove rail, the studies which report a significant association betwccn reprcssive 

capacity and Icvcls of collective violence use crud{! indicators (Snydcr and Tilly, 1972; 

Cartcr, 1988) or arc wcak mcthodologically (Feicrabcnds, 1%6, 1972; Gurr, 196H, 

Jacobson, 1973). The two most methodologically sound studies of Hibbs (1973) and 

Sanders (1981) find no significant relationship bctwccn rcprcssive capacity and collective 

violence. Hibbs (1973) docs prescnt evidencc to show that thc effcct of rcprcssive 

capacily coulcl affcct Icvcls of collective violence indircctly through its positive effect 

upon thc frequcncy of sanctIOns. 

b. Repressive Acts and Political Violence. Markus and Ncsvold (1972) U1>C lime-

laggcd, cross-tabular analysis on a small, regionally varied group of neltions to te~t the 

relationship betwccn actual cocrcive cvents and subsequcnt acts of instabiltty. They find 

a ncgative linear rclationship bctwecn current Icvcls of coercivencss and levels of 

instability and a curvilincar or "inverted U" function betwecn levels of cocrcivcnc!ls and 

subsequent (one month lag) levels of instability (1972:241). 

Snyder and Tilly (1972) also test thc cffects of actual cocrcive acts along with the 

capability indicatofs Qiscussed abovc. Using mcasurcs of "exccss arrcsts" and "man-day" 

of dctentiùn in jails during a given yCJr" as indicators of actual reprcsslve acts, they find 

that the latter variable CXCI ts a significan t negali vc c ffccl u pon Icvcl~ 0 f collccti vc 

violence w hile the former (exccss arrests) was insigni (Icant in ils e ffect on collecti ve 

violence. Snyder and Tilly emphasile the negative Iinear relationship between "meln-day" 

38 ft should be notecl that the rcliability of variables mcasurmg intcrnal security force" 
is highly suspect. (Taylor and Hudson, 1983). 

39 Sanders, David. 1981. Patterns of Politieal Instdbilily (New York: St. Martin's Pre".,). 
p.164. 
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Table 3 l Empirical Findings Concernjng the Relationship 
Between Regime Repression and Political Violence 

Covarlates 

Shape/Directioo 1 Ecooanic 

Of Relatiooship Defuutioo 1 GrcMb/ Iblitical History of 

l'uInni '_1 Intemal War 1 of Repressicn 1 PerfoJlJW1.ce 1 In~tYI Developnant 1 Violence 
----

Aut.hnr 

Gurr (1968) linv U invU capacity fXlS 1 net tested 1 positive positive 

1 1 1 

Feiarabttrls IlllV U ll1'IU 1 capac1ty fXlS 1 net testedl mixed net tested 

(1972) 1 1 1 

1 1 1 

l1arkus/NelMll.d linv U -I-measured acts of rep rot tested 1 rot testedl rot tested net tested 

(1972) 1 1 jointly 

i 1 

Sal)'der/Tiily Ines lml-measured 1 eapaeity lIlld nes (weak) 1 net testedl net testeci net tested 

(1972) 1 1 JOintly 1 acts of rep 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

Jacobscrl 1 pos lin l-measured 1 eapacity nes (st.rCl1g)i Ilot testedl mixec! (weak) net tested 

(1973) I(weak) 1 jointly 1 1 1 direetly 

1 1 1 1 1 

Hü~)& (1973) IlllSlg 1 I-ellpaclty 1 1 net tested inslg 

Ineg Uni mixed 2 I-/lets of rep Ineg. (indirect) 1 net testectl directly );Xlsitive 

1 1 1 1 1 

Tilly (1978) Ines.UnI 1 capac1ty am 1 1 1 

1 1 1 /lets of rep. 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

Sauders (1981) linsig 1 insig I-eapacity 1 inverted U lmixed(weak) 1 negative lpos slvJrt 

Imsig 1~"UlV hnear 41-acts of rep 1 acroas regicns 1 1 1 t8IIl\ 

1 1 1 1 1 

Lichbach/ linsig. U-shape aets of rep 1 not tested 1 not testedl net tested 1 nlt tested 

Gurr (1981) 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

~er (1985) linv U -I-measured 1 deaths-danesti 1 pos (weak) 1 positive 1 net tested 1 positive 

1 1 Jolntly 1 Violence 1 1 1 1 

Carter (1988) linv U net eapacity cCl1troll xl cCl1trolled 1 cCI1trolled 1 IlOt tested 

1 testec! 1 net reported 1 

1 Etllnicity 

net tested 

net tested 

net tested 

net tested 

net tested 

nu.xed (strCl1g) 1 

with Separatism 

mixec! (strCl1g) 3 

pos. (stroog) 

mixec! 5 

pos (stroog) 

1 Hil:tJs fiOOs that politlCal ,eparatism accounts for nearly all of the effect of etlu'Xl-1.inguistic fraetirnalizatioo This 

madl'" that aùy..tlŒ1 ethruc cleavagas are parailal te separatist. nnvanents does it sigruflcantly affect polltlCal Vlolence 

2 Hil:tJs fiOOs that repressioo is fXlSitively am Unearly related to cutbraaks of Internal War in the short tenn and nagative 

aM Imear1y related te Intema1 War in the lCl1/l tem (1973 185) 

3 Sanders finds that etlu'Xl-1.inguistie frac redueas Govt change, and inerasses regime change in Latin /meriea cn1y. This 

sliggests th<1t eUU)()-llngUlstic frac lS Iess mVlslve ln fonnal poUtieal structures than it lS in infonnal power struggles 

(1981 392-200) 

4 For the MID-&1haran African smple, Sarrlers fourxl a sigxuflcant fOsitlve, lmear functlOO betwem actual. aets of coercioo 

sn:.i ill four lnstelnlity indicaters (ViolEl1t Olallooge, Peaceful Challmge, Regime O1ange, Gave:mnant O1ange) This ecntrasts 

sharply Wltll Ule fmdmgs for the global sarple 

5 11.1'-181 fourxl t,h;,t Ule effect of eUuuc cleavages was posltive am slgrufleant fran 1963 te 1967 but 1n51.g. fran 1973 ta 19 

III Il cross-nlltlCllal sffil-üa (:985 59-60) 
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of dctention" as supporting their hypothesis that the !\tate's use of force and control of the 

balance of resources reduces the levcl of collective viOlence. 

Hibbs (1973) examines hypotheses stating lhal aclual acts of rcprcssion have a 

direct impact upon subsequent levcls of mass violence. Hibbs u~ed an index of 'Ncg.ttive 

Sanctions' as an indicator of acts of repression or coercion initldted by a govcrnmcnt 

Sanctions inc1ude "acts of censorship agamst mass media, political publicatiom, and the 

like, as weIl as restrictions on the pohtical activlty and participation of the general public, 

or specific person, parties, and organizations.',4o 

Il is important to note that 'Negative Sanctions' as the y arc applied in Hibho;' 

analysis do not test hypotheses concerning the degrce of coercion or repression from mild 

to severe. They are merely aggregate counts of the frequency of negative sanctiom 

Nevertheless, both mstantaneous and lagged effects equalions were estimalcd. Hihh~ 

round that currcnt Negative Sanllions had a strong, positive cffect upon Internai W,lr and 

Collective Protcst, suggesting that repression of both forms pr()voke~ further violence in 

the short Lerm. However, Lagged Negative Sanctions had a strong, negatlvc cfrecl upon 

InternaI War but no significant effec! upon CoIlective Prolest, sugge~ting thal rcpre%ion 

is effective against more organiled forms of collective action. The best p.trtial equations 

produce R-square coefficients of .54 and .45 respectively for models rcgressing Collective 

Protest and InternaI War on current and lagged negative sanctions, conlrolling for 

population. 

These resulls lend tentative support for Gurr's basic hypothesis thal groupo; 

frequently react violently to negative sanctions. The inhlhitive effeet of pa~l negative 

sanctions appears to rejcct a variant of Gurr's hypothesis whieh states lhal in the long run, 

groups will react violently against leprcssive regimes. However, a<; we mcntlOned ahove, 

Negative Sanctions does not mcasure the continuum of coercive or rcpressive force applicd 

by a reg~me or governmcnt. 

When muIti-equation modcls werc tested, Hibbs found support for a reciprocal 

relationship bctween Negati ve Sanctions and both Collecli ve Protes! and 1 nlemal War 

40 Hibbs, Douglas. 1973. Mas<; Political Violence (John Wilcy and Sono;, Inc. N.Y.) p.SI) 
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"M ... \s violence typically cngenders repression from elites and the short-term response to 

such repression is often more violence by its recipients:41 

Tilly's hypothesis which statcs that the extent of rcprcssion is dctermined by the 

scope and degree of diss.dent power cannot be lested with Negative Sanctions as an 

indicator of rcgime react:ol1 because direct military intervention against serious threats 

(such as internaI war) are not captured by Negati ve Sanctions. However, Hibbs' analyses 

of the effects of Elite Electoral Accountability (the openness of electoral syst('m and the 

degrec of political participation- -voter turnom) does indirectly measure the balance of 

power between a regim(' or government and opposition members of the polity. A high 

dcgrcc of clectoral accountahility indicates a more balanced power structure sincc eliles 

arc forced to be more responsive to compctmg intercst groups. The results from the 

multi-equation model supports the hypothesis that a balanced power relationship between 

regime and opposition results in lower levels of eJite repression. "Elites arc Jess inclined 

to resort to repression in nations where political authorities arc held accountable for their 

actions by free and competitive elections.,,42 

David Sanders (1978,1981) offers the most detailed critique of Hibbs findings. Two 

substantial methodoliJgical criticisms arc presented. First, Hibbs' use of aggregale data 

comparing the frequency of political event types erroneously assigns the same magnitude 

of cffecl on political mstability lo incidences which occur in widely disparate contexts. 

Second, the use of cross-seclional data 10 measure causal sequC' oces of short - run processes 

is susceptible to mis-specification. As a rcsult of using lime aggregate~ thal are too large, 

"insufficient allowancc is made for the possibility that the occurrence!' of the dependent 

variables may actually preccde the occurrences of the independcnt variable . .,43 

In hls own analysis, Sanders tackles the first problcm by creating rneasurcs of 

political illstability which reflcct deviations from normal patterns within cach nation. 

Rccogni7ing that diffeTent countries have different "normalities" of instability, Sanders 

41 Ibid. p.91. 

42 Ibid. p.186. 

43 S.mdcrs, 0.1 vid. 1981. op.cil. p.42. 
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argues lhat, for example, considenng 12 deaths from domeslic violence in Columbia al> 

reflccting the same degree of instability as 12 deaths in Denmark doc,> nol con"ider 

important contexlual differences affecting thosc Icvels. Sanders contextuali/ed the d.ll" 

further by controlling for region of the world. This con troIs for cffectl> of historic.1l 

experiencc as weil as a nation's position in the world cconomic or political !>ystem Jnd, for 

the case of third world nation~, the effects of dependency (Jackson ct al 197H, Bollen, 

1983, Kick, 1983, Timberlake and William", 1984) 

The second problem was handled by using monthly time-serie" ddta r.llher than 

aggregate yearly or ten-yeitr intervats. This allows for the detection of cau "al scqllence~ 

which arc more precise than those inferred from larger aggregates 

Sanders' lime-series estimates of the inter-relationship belwcen the mam event 

variables parlially support Hibbs' fmding that collective prolest (Sander,,' Peaccful 

Challenge) leads to Internai War (Violent Challenge) and then to executive tran~fer 

(Regime Change). The progression from peaceful challenge to violent challenge i~ more 

frequent in devcloping countries, supporting Huntinglon's thc'iis (1%8·47) Iltat 

institutional dcvelopment is neccssary to mcdiate domestic conflie!. While actual 

government coercion was found to have a weak, eurvilinear effeet on ail lour inst.lbdlly 

indieators in the global sam pIe, (P('aeeful Challenge, Violent Challenge, Regime Change 

and Govcrnment Change) signifieant regional variation was found. The rclatlon\hip 

betwecn acts of eoereion and instability was strong, po<;itive and lincar tn the \uh-""mple 

of sub-Saharan African nations which we will be u<;ing as our ~an.ple. Titi" \uggests l~al 

high levcls of rcpression in sub-Saharan Afriea do not have Lhe dctcrrent cffcet prcdietcd 

by Gurr, although the curvilincar effeet was detcctcd globJlly. 

Liehbach and Gurr (1981) measurc rcgime rcpre"sion tndlreetly aeeording to Icvel\ 

of intensily of past confliet (number of draths). They as\ume, in agreement with Snyder 

(1976) and Tilly (1978) and ihcir own cmpirical finding'i, lhat the extent and intcn\ity of 

conflict arc detcrmined primarily by thc strength of the rcgime\ re'ipon"c "It 1'> wldcly 

observed that deaths in eonlemporary eonfliets arc oCten the rc<;ult of govcrnmental 
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reactions to challcngcrs."44 Their rcsults for a cross-national sam pIe (including 11 African 

nations) indicate a "U-shape" rclationship between repression and InternaI War (man-days 

of rebellion) and an insignificant relationship between repression and turmoil (man-days 

of protest). They interpret the former finding as evidence that as 

"the coerciveness of regime response ta rcbeIlion increases 
from low to medium levels, it discouragcs rebels from future 
action. But as coerciveness (intensity) increases from 
medium to high Icvels it spurs rebels to still greater future 
e fforts."45 

This finding supports neither of the classical "mverted U" or "negative linear" hypotheses 

proposed respectively by Relative Deprivation and Resourcc Mobilintion theories. It does 

~upport the RD's frustration-aggression theory since It would prediet that Teaction is 

positively associated with the degree of repression. The strength of this study is the 

earcful distinction made between exlenl and intensity of the different forms of instability 

and the use of rclatively small lIme Jags (one year) to estimate the rclatively short Lerm 

effcets of regime repression. 

Muller (198) found a strong "inverted U" ïelationship betwcen regime 

repressivcness (measured by Gastil's Political and Civil Rights Indexes) and collective 

violence (measured by total number of Deaths from Domestic Violence 46) Muller 

aggregalcs over 5 ycar !nlervals iJlstead of 10 year intervals uscd by Hibbs. Although lhis 

is an improvcment ln tcrms of uncovering short- run cffccts, it sttll docs not specify the 

rcaction to the magnitude of specific acts of repression. In any case, as Muller admits, his 

findings may not be applicable to the African contcxt bccausc of the limitcd 

rcpresentation of tho~e countries in the samplc. For the countries represented in his study, 

Muller's findings support a version of the Resouree Mobilization argument coneerning 

costs as obstacles to mobili.lation (The theorctical basis of his argument i~ discusscd morc 

thorough.v bclow) 

44 Lichbach and Gurr, 1981. "The Confliet Process: A FormaI Model." Journal of 
Con flict Resolution. Vol.2S, No.l (March):p.5. 

45 Ibid. p.24. 

46 Both variablc~ arc from Taylor, Charles L. and David A. Jodice. 1983. World 
Handhook of Politic.ll and Social IndicatoT<: i!I 1948 1977. Gastil ratcs countries from 1 
10 7 (hlgh 10 low) bascd on the dcgree of polilical and civil liberties whlch exist. 
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The studies reported above use widcly disparate indic.tlor!-J of holh rcprcssion and 

collective violence, control for differenl factors, use diverse methoJology, varying samplc!-J 

and lime periods and, nGt surprisingly, produce divers~ finding~. Onc ... tudy which 

emerges from Resaurce Mobilintion perspective finds support for d "ncg,ltivc linc,lr" 

relationship between acts of represslOn and collective violence (Snydcr ,md Tilly, 1(72) 

while another finds an "inverted U" relatianship (Muller, 1(85). Apart from the study 01 

Lichbach and Gurr (1981) mast of the studies analY/cd above suffer from crudl.: 

methodolagy (Markus and Nesvald, 1972) or U'ie various indirect mea!.ures of regime 

repressiveness (Snyder and Tilly, 1972; Hibbs, 1973, Muller, 1985) and lime lags which dre 

tao large to uncover the short-run cffects of specific acts 01 repres'iion upon 'iuh'iequent 

dissident reaclions (Hibb>" 1973; Muller, 1985). Ailhough !-Jarne ~ludies conslder the cffeet ... 

of repressian upon turmoil and internaI war separalcly, (Hibbs, 1973; Sander ... , }9Hl) olhcr'i 

treat collective violence as a single dimen5ion (Markus and Ncsvold, 1')72, Snylkr ,lnU 

Tilly, 1972; Muller, 1985) Clearly, lherc is room for impravl~mcnt 10 cdch of thew ,lfea'i. 

David Snyder (1976) aîfers a particularly enlightcmng CfltlqUC of an.tly~c~ WlllCh 

cmerge from Relative Deprivation and Resource Mobili/atlOn perspectives. Two main 

points are relevant ta this study First, Snyder argues that the empIrlcal cvidcnce whlch 

Gurr uses to support his theoretical claims is not convincing Second, Snydcr Mg,ue, th,ll 

neither the "inverted U" nor the "negativc linear" hypolhese'i emcrgc'i directly from the 

theories that propose them. Wc will treat each crilici'im Ifi turn 

For the Relative Deprivation dpproach, Gurr orfcr ... hl,>toricdl cvidencc .tntl olher 

empirical evidence to show thc pO'iitlve relatlOnshlp between cocrClOn anu 'iUll',cquenl 

violence. Snydcr argues that the extcn~ion of lhis to the curvlline.tr funLllon 1 ... duhiou,> 

The problcm is that Gurr gives examplec; acrO'i'i politles whilc fading 10 control for 

situations unique to cach. Gurr merci y cites eVldencc whlch ... h()w~ th.lt mll1llll.dly 

repressivc and highly repressive socleties havc les", collcctlve vIOlence than "'()l1ctle~ wlth 

medium Icveb of reprc'ision. He does not clte ex.tmples wherc mlnLm.t1 or hl!.!,h kvcl ... of 

repression in one nation did nat rC'iult Ifi violence WherCd\ medIUm levcl, 0/ repre.,.,lOn 

within the same nation did lead tù VIOlence A'i a result, fdclor,> affeellng the kvcl of 

collective VIOlence could be causally prior to the effec[s of repre<"'iion For cxample, il 
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nation in transition from an aUlhorilarian to a more libcral political structure would rcduce 

its reliance upon coercive authority. During such a transition, it is Iikely that challenges 

to authority would arise (Huntington, 1968; Pye, 1966). In this case, a medIUm level of 

repression of challenge may not necessarily cause an increase in violence. Rather, both the 

transition to a form of authority which imposes a medium level of repression and the level 

of challenges to authority could be simultaneously dependent upon level of development. 

Concerning the theoretical basis of the RD approach to the analysis of repression, 

Snyder argues that both Gurr and the Feicrabends are m is- repre~enting the theory as it 

was prescnted in its origInal form as an individual Icvel psychological process. Snydcr 

points out that in its original presentation by Buss (1961), the empirical evidence he cites 

supports a negative linear relationship (Snyder, 1976:284), especially wh en the source of 

punishment is an authority figure. Although Gurr does use this psychological evidence as 

the basis of his version of the frustration-aggression concept, <)nyder's critique remains an 

essentially empirical issue since Gurr's theory explicitly adapts the frustration-aggression 

argument to the case of coercion by a regime against dissidents. In this sense, Gurr's 

theory is nol dependent upon the formulation in its original form since he modifies it to 

includc costs and bencflts whlch mteract with the emotional .J~pects of the frustration-

aggression theory. As a re'iuIt, Snyder's critique IS LOO narrow to undermme Gurr's 

theorclical po,>ition. 

Against the Resource Mobililation interpret:.l1on, Snyder argues, 

"even if coercion raises the cost of collecti ve action, it may 
increase the propensity for such action even more. In the 
longer run, coerClOn should decrease capacity for collective 
action and violence. This temporal process would produce 
a curvllinear relationship, yet remain consistent with the 
mobilization argument's emphasis on organinlional and 
political factors .. 47 

While this may he a vdlid crlticism of the RM long term prediction, il is irrclevant 

lo the short term scenario whlch 1<; the focus of lhis paper. In the short term, the RM 

approach c1early prcdlcts a rcgative lincar relationship. 

While wc have conc\uded that Snyder's theoretical criticisms do not undcrmine the 

47 Snyder, David 1976. op.cil. p284. 
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theoretical viability of the two social ~ovement perspectives ln question, hi~ critÎclsm (lI' 

the unidimensional treatmcnts of repression as pre-emplivc rather lhan as potentially 

reaetive is usefu1. ln response to the shortcomings of prevlOus approaehc!>, Snyder (197h) 

offers a multiplc- l'OTm approach which distingUishes between both vIOlent and non-violent 

as weil as responsive and pre-emptive forms of repression. This approaeh, "incorporate(~) 

differcnces in the strength and shape of any effecls of eoercion on vIOlence aceording to 

both the form of official force employed and the type of partisan actIOn toward which it 

is direeted. ,,48 

Muller (1985) proposes yet another variation upon the rclalionship between 

reprcssion and collective violence. Citing the McAdam "p0htical process model, .. 4
1

) Muller 

hypotbesizes that collective violence should vary curvilinearly with the degree of rcgim~ 

repression. The argument is as follows: The degree of represslvcness affect" oppOltllnitic~ 

for individuals to act colleetively by incrcasing costs and redueing the el flcdey of 

collective action in lighl of reprisaI by the regime. Therefore, in open political systems 

(minimally rcpressive) violent collective action IS unlikcly becau'ie popul.tr pohticdl 

proeesses arc sucecssful (and \css costly) ln achieving or al k.1'it representing d group .. 

demands. In c\osed political sy~tems (highly represslve) violent collective .1ction i ... dl"o 

unlikcly becausc dissidents lack th;:! opporlunity to org,mi/e collective actIOn Even if 

these opporlunities arc found, the costs of action are prohibitive ba~cd on the hkehhood 

of a severely lepresslve rcsponse by the state However, 

"undcr a rcgime structure of Inlcrmcdl,lIc 
repressiveness ... collcctive political violence should be mo~t 
likely. Organization 1S possible, the cost of collective dction 
is not plOhibitive, but opportunltie!. for effective 
participation arc restricted. Consequently, dissident group .. 
operating in a semi-repressive environment may regard civil 
disobeclience and violence as both a feasible and neceSl>ary 
strategy for pressin§ their daims to a share of influence over 
politieal decisions." 0 

48 1 bid. p.287. 

49 See McAdam, Doug. 1982. Political Proce,;,; and the Dcvelopmcnt of Black 
Insurgency. (Chicago. University of Chicago Press.) 

50 Muller, Edward N. 1985. "Income Incqllality, Regime Rcprc'iMvcnc ..... , and Politll:al 
Violence. American Sociologica l Review. Vol.50 (Feb): p 4K. 
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Thus, Muller uses a Resource Mobili7ation argument to predict the same 

relationship as that proposed by Gurr using a Relative Dcprivation argument! Clearly, 

Snyùer is doser to the point by arguing that neither function emergcs dirc(·tly from a RM 

or RD perspective. 

Adding to the confusion, Muller's findings cali into question the rclationship 

proposed by Tilly concerning collective violence as a by- product of collective action. As 

the Figure (2.1) shows, a high levcl of collective action in astate which IS minimally 

repressive could reasonably be expected to occur if by 'action' we inc1ude inslitutionalized 

processes su ch as politiccll parties, rcferenda, rallies etc.51 'l'he availability of collective 

action eliminates the need for col1ecti\C violence in minimally repressive systems since the 

former is more costly in terms of resources and risk. However, at some thre!.hold 

approaching the medium levcl of repression, collective action, Iike collective violence, also 

becomes either prohibited or incffective compared to its cos1s. As a result, the utility of 

collective violence increases in comparison to collective action. The utilily of collective 

violence increases unlil sorne lhreshold whcre ils cosls become grcater than ils bcnefits. 

After this point, both collective action and collective violence dedine as the levcl of 

repres~ion increases. 

\

'" '" (Figure 2.1) 
Collecti ve '" 
Action. - - - - '" "-

"-
"-

Collecti ve ...... 
Violence:--

Low Medium High 

Level of Repression 

Llchbach (1987) cxtends the analysis one step further by offering a 'Rational Actor' 

51 While TIlly doe~ trea! collective action and collective violence scparatcly, he clearly 
assumes that violence is a direct by-produCl of collective action. " ... Collective violence 
serves as a u~cful tracer of collective action in gcncral." (Tilly,1978:p.92) 
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model of t.l'c decision by d group to choose what form of action to pursuc in <\I:hieving il<. 

goals. Elaborate economctric formulae are constructed with fdctors reprcsenting the C()!'>ts 

and benefits of violent vs. non-violent tdctic~. According to LIChh,ICh, the pnm,lry 

determinant of bath costs and benefits is the response of the gover.1ment or regime tn 

previous dissident events. Lichbach prcdicts that dissidents change tactlC\ in re~pon~e to 

the immediate history of regime feaction. For example, when non-violent collective 

protest is met wilh severe repression, the ratIOnal Tcaction is to change t,letH.<; .md pur,>ue 

action which confronts the regimc with a tactic predicted by dlssidenh to dV()Hl the same 

form of reprcs'lion. Historical cxamplcs arc cited whcre oppo~ition groups have 

systematically a\tered thell tactics from non-violent protest forms to violent Intern,t! W.lr 

forms or from one lype of violence la another in order to mdximilc thclf oendlt 

Examples includc the Chincse CC P.'s adjustment from falled urb.," In~urgcncy tCl rural 

insurgency, the reverse scenario of the A.L.N. in Aigeria ln 1956, Ca,>tro's ~hift ln the 

same year from failcd open attack to rural guerilla warfare, and the re.lction of Iri ... h 

nationalists following Bloody Sunday (wherc a peaceful march wa" vlOlently put clown) 

from tactics of demonstratlOn ta terrortsm 52 Flnally, in the !>outhern AfrIcan eontext, 

Lichbach notes the transition wilhin the A Ne. from peaecful confront.ttlon 10 ~.tboldge 

and terrorism following the Sharpcvillc massacre of 1960. 

AIthough Lichbach's Lheoretical modcl is simplistic (dnd arguably unwdrr.mted) \fi 

its assumplion lhat 'dis'iidents' are a unitary entity whieh choo<;c<; cilher vIOlent Of non-

violent laclirs, the main point of Lichbach's argument is dlumlOatlng'lhal repre.,"lOn ihelf 

can lead ta cilher escalation or de-cscalaLion of violence depending on whlch form or 

tactic is bcing rcpressed. Predlcting escalation or delerrcncc 'iolcly from the level of 

prcvious rcprcssion 15 an ovcr-simphficdtlon of the dcludl proces<;. 

4. Conclusion. 

The empirical evidcnce conccrning the rcldlion~hip between repre!>'iJon and 

collecti ve violence is Inconclu!>i vc. Neither Re<iource Mobill/alion nor Rel.ttlvc 

52 This transition is onc in a long historical sequence from peaceful allcmpt., at gainlng 
accommodation ta focused acts of internaI war (Buckland, 1981:156-158). 
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Deprivalion approaches achieve a consensus on either the cffects of repressive capacity or 

actual acls of repression. Snyder (1976) and Lichbach (1985) offer criticisms and 

suggestions as to why both positive and negative as weil as linear and curvilinear (and 

combinalions of both) functions have been observed. Lichbach'.5 'Rational Actor' model 

challenges the 'black box' approachcs which measure aggregate levcls of reprcssion and 

violence without considering the tactical choices being made by regimes and dissidents. 

Snyder also stresses the importance of considering the focus or purpose of action being 

initiated by regimes and dissidents. Prcvious approaches also fail to account for the short 

term relationship between repression and reaction by dissidents (Sanders, 1981:103). While 

wc do not have sufficient data to specify the largels of rcpression, we do have data which 

reveals the short-Lerm sequences and timing of both repressive and dissident acls. This 

approach should be useful in partially rcsolving the confused findings of previous 

research. Whilc il is c1ear that specifying the function between diffcrent forms of 

repression and violence is not sufficient to re50lvc the ove raIl debate betwcen RD and RM 

school& concerning the causes of collective violence, we can control for the effects 

proposed by each to be important in the transition from repression to collective violence. 

III. Proposed Hypothfses and Methods of Analysis 

III-A Hypotheses: 

1. Inverted "U": Both Relative Deprivation theorists (Gurr, 1970; Feierabends, 

1966, 1972) and one theorist testing a version of a Resource Mobilization hypothesis 

(Muller, I9R5) predict that regime repressiveness and collective violence arc rclatcd 

curvilinearly. Thus we want tO test the hypothesis thdt: 

lU: The likelihood of an act of Turmoil or Internai War occurring should 
be greater following a medium level of repressheness than following either 
a low or high leve) of repres!.iveness. 

Beyond the blvariatc rclationship between repression and violence, Relative 

Dcprivation theorist~ predict that collective violence increascs with the levcl of grievances 

against a govcrnment or rcgirne. As a result we test the hypothesls that: 

ROI· Acts of Repression should be more likely to lead to both Turmoil and 
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Internai War in sucieties where deprivations are at a high level. 

2. Negative Linear: Resource Mobilization theorists (Tilly, 197H; McCarthy and 

Zald, 1977; Muller, 1985) argue that repression increases the costs of hoth organitation and 

participation in collective action. Snyder and Tilly (1972) specifically argue th.lt collective 

violence is a by-product of coll.!ctive action and thercfore that bolh are dffected 

negatively and linearly by levels of repression. Thu'), we want to test the hypothesis that. 

Negative Linear: The Iikelihood that low levels of repres!.ion lead to either 
Turmoil or Internai War should be greater than the Iikelihood that medium 
levets lead to eitller dimension of collective violence. And, the likelihood 
that medium levels of repression Icad to Turmoil or Internai War should be 
greater than the likelihood that high levels lead to either dimension or 
collective violence. 

Muller (1'"\85) agrees thal repres~ion affects cost~ and opportunltie<, d" weil, but that 

collective violence is an alternative strategy of action rathcr than a direct by-product of 

cscalated collective action. As a result, this version of the Resource Mobtli/atlOn approach 

predicts the same "inverted U" relationship as lU above. 

In terms of factors related to ove rail Icvcls of collective dction and collective 

violence, Resource Mobilization theorists predict that condition" affecting the 

organizational ability of dissidents should positively affect the levcl of bolh collective 

action and collccti ve violence. We test the h ypothcsis th aL 

RMl: The likelihood that acts of repression will lead to either aet!. of 
Turmoil or Internai War should be greater in societies where dissidentll are 
able to organize and mobilize resourees. 

3. RD, RM Synthellb: The Rolc of Ethnie GrievaneclI: Morrison and Stevcn<;on 

(1971), Hechtcr (1975), Hewitt, (1977), Hanndn and Carroll (1981) and Sandcrs (1<)81) 

argue (with cVldence) that ethnic dlvisi\lns CX<lccrbate polttical conflict ~incc thc<;c 

divisions usually Imply inequali,ics along ethnlc Iines Hannan and CarroI! ~peclflcally 

argue lhal whcn ethnie dlvision<; are parallelcd by polttical djvl~lOn", ..,I<lle".He P<lrtl(;ul,lrly 

unstable. Thus we test the hypothcsis that' 

EPO: The likelihood that aets of repression lead to either aets of Turmoil 
or Internai War should be greater in nations wl-aere the ratio of ethnie to 
politieal dh'ilIions is high. 
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4. Regime Type: If, as Wolpin finds (1986:115-117), military regimes are more 

reprcssive, (in agreement with Nordlinger, 1970; McKinley and Cohen 1976; Tannahill, 

1976 and others) the question remains whether the propenslty of the military to use force 

has an e Cf cet on the tran'iition from repression to Turmoil or Internai War, apart from its 

effect on Icvel of reprcssJOn Since rnJlitary rcgimes arc more reliant upon force than 

civilian reglmes, we would pH'dlct that: 

RTl: The Iikelihood that Bels of repression lead to eUher aets of Turmoil 
or Internai War should be smaller for military regime~ than for civilian 
regimes. 

Since 8 of the 38 nations in the sam pie changed regime type during the sample 

period, it is necessary to hypothesi/e separately about the effect of thi'i type of change. 

To extend the prcvlOus hypothesl'" to the case of a transition, we would predict that: 

RT2: The likelihood that aet~ of repression lead to either aets Turmoil or 
Internai War should be sm aller for rcgimes whieh change from military to 
civilian status than for those which changed from civilian to military statlls. 

Political party structure IS anolhcr feature which has been found to affectlevels of 

instability in A!rica (Unger, 1985). A particular fcature of political change in Africa is 

the voluntary climinatlOn cf political parties in favour of a one- party structure with buiJt-

ln representatlOn for various ethnlC ,lOd political factions. Examples include Zimbabwe, 

Kenya, and Tan7ania (Unger, 1985). This has been a rcaction to the VIOlent struggles 

which have occu. red among political parties representil1g ethnic factions. WhIlc wc have 

already controlled for the effeet of the interaction betwcen ethnic and political 

fractionali7ation, il would bc use!ul to also control spccIfically for the cffccts of ~jngle vs. 

multi-party political ~tructurcs. If wc assume that single parly states are products of 

dccommodation among pohtlcal factIOns, wc would predict thdt. 

RT3: The Iikelihood that aets of repression lead to either Turmoil or 
InternaI War should be lower in one-party states than in multi-party states. 

This should be especially true in the case of Turmoil since the cffect of multi-party 

pohtics should incrcase the hkelihood of protcsts and riols around election times. 

Unfortunatcly, one of the major drawbacks of the present study is the inability to control 

for the speciflc cffcets of election tIming upon the levels of instability in each country. 

Ncvcrlhclci>i>, a portion of this effcct should be picked up by the variable mcasuring 
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political party structure, i.e., violence surrounding clections should be greater III multi-

party states since, by definition, such states should contain more formaI political rivalries 

than one - party states. 

s. World System Position: Dependency theorists argue that nations which occlipy 

the periphery of the world economic system surfer from effects of both politicdl and 

economic control by core nations (Wallerstein, 1974; Chirot, 1977; Jackson ct a!., 19n, 

O'Donnell, 1979; Bollen, 1983; Timberlake and Williams, 1984). Timberlake and Wtlliam~ 

report evidence to suggest that such control makes the internaI political "ystcm more 

exclusive to non-elites and furlhl'r, that the levcl of foreign investment penetration 

indirectly affects the levcl of regime represslvcncss through its effect on polillcal exclu"ion 

(see also London and Robinson, 1989). As a rcsult, wc would predicl lh"t: 

W S.P.: The likelihood tbat aets of repression lead to either nets Turmoil or 
Internai War should inerease as the level of potential exploitation by trading 
partners inereases. 

IIJ -B. Methodology: 

This section will describe the variables, sampling design, and statisticaltechnique~ 

which will he used ta test these hypotheses. 

1. Tbe Sample: 38 sub-Saharan African countries arc included in the sample. The 

main criterion for inclusion was the existence of data on the covariate" cntered lOto the 

model (See Appendix l for a list of ail countrie~). Two countries, MO/ambique and 

Angola were excluded from the study because of a lack of data on key variables Thi" I~ 

unfortunate since their inclusion in the block of countrtes which were expeTlencing 

InternaI Wars of Iiberation wnuld have increased the number of ob.,erved evcnl~ 

considerably. Neverthcle~s, the sampIc represents the most and leasl reprcssivc, flche,>l ,mJ 

poorest nations, military and civilian regimes, the two mdlll development orlcntatlOm 

(Wolpin, 1986:155), one - party and m uhi - party states, the 'ipectrum () f eth nlc and pohtlc,d 

diversity, and violent and peaccful nations. 

2. Time Period: Ali cvents of repre'ision, turmod and InternaI War whlch occurrcd 

betwcen 1-1-1975 and 31-12-1982 were inc1udcd in the analy~is at, the origln and 
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destination states for the proportional ha/ards model. The covariates which come from the 

World Handbook of Polillc.d and Social Indicators III are from 1975 or 1978, the latest 

update of the aggref!.l!, JJ.ta file. This poses a problem in that changes in these values 

whieh oecur he l' '')75 and 1982 are not takcn into accounl. While varIables sueh as 

GNP /Caplt d I.o-linguistie Fractionalization, Political Party Fractionalization, and 

Oevel" Id Onentation do not change rapidl y, or do not deviate from A frican - wide rates 

of " "Ige, other variables su ch as Military Regime Oummy, and Inflation could change 

~lgOifIcantly in the short term. Where possible, averages were eomputed between time 

period1> which extended beyond 1975. For example, Civil Rights was averaged across the 

1 Y7S-1979 period, and Inflation was averaged across the 1973-1983 time period for which 

It was available. 

The classification of regime or government type was also variable during the sample 

time period. These countries were c1assified into categories representing constant civilian, 

constant military, eivilian to military, and military to civilian In order to distinguish 

betwcen forms of authority. Even so, the actual timing of the process of transition is 

theoretically important to our analysis because the events leading up to a transfer of power 

will be inc1uded as origin dnd destination states in the analySlS. By omitting the actual 

timing of these transfers we are obviously lusing important data. However, since the focus 

of the research is not transfers of power but the relationship between repression and 

collective action/violence, Ihis complexity will only be addressed generally. For this 

reason, dummy variables arc used to represent the different regimc types and different 

regime transitions. 

3. Event- History Analysis- -The Proportion al "azards Model: We concluded in the 

last section that prevlOus approaches to the relationshi p bet wcen repression and collective 

violence fail to account for the actual sequences of tranSitions from one type of event to 

another. By aggrcgating the frequcncy and/or severity of events ovcr 1, 5, or 10 year 

periods, previous rcsearchers have Dot been able to answcr the question, "Which came 

flfst?" i.e., the repression or the event? (Sanders, 1981'42). Analyzing event histories 

ailows us 1:0 more carefully "pecify the relationship between repressive and violent events 

51 

1 



by cstimating the probability of even1s occurring in a particular order. In order 10 do this 

we will analyze the probability of transition from the time of an acl of repression 10 the 

lime of an aet of Turmoil or Internai War. Becausc lhere wa<; insufficient information on 

the targets of repression and the particIpants in dissident acts, we ehose to limit the 

interpretation of hazard effects 10 those whieh occur within 30 d.lys of an cvenl of 

repression.53 The primary reason 10 limit the analysis to lhis short period is sim ply 

bccause il beeomes more doublful thal an evenl whieh oecurs beyond this lime is in fact 

a reaetion to the previous level of repression.54 

The form of the model being estimated is called a Markov renewal or semi-Markov 

form of Cox's propor1ional hazards model (AHison, 1984:57).55 It has the form (from 

Allison): 

log rij(t)=aij(t-t')+b.jx 

"where x represents a set (veclor) of explanatory variables, blJ represents a set (veetor) of 

coefficients, t' is the lime of the las1 transition, ~t<d al/t-t') is sorne function (al> yet 

unspecified) of the lime since the last Iransition.,,56 The goal of the proportional ha/ard!. 

model is to estimate the effect of covariates (independent variables) upon the transition 

rate between an origtn state (an aet of repression) and a destination state (an aet of 

Turmoil or Internai War). 

The assumption involved in this type of model is that the li kelihood (or ha/ard) of 

a given event occurring is equal for each member of the sample at a given point in time 

From this baseline, the effeets of covariates upon the hanrd rate ean be estimated When 

53 hazard estimates of 60 and .. uO days were estimated and are produced in appcndl x 
4. 

54 Robert W. White uses similal' justification for a one month lag from an event of 
repression in his study of confliet in Northern Ireland. "The choice of a one - period lag 
is made with the assumption that.. one month was the approximate time needed for dn 
individual to respond to an event." (1989:1285). 

55 The proportional halards model will be estimated with the procedure ealled, 
"Proportional Hanrds General Li'lear Model" or PHGLM, developcd by Frank E. Hdfrell, 
Duke University Medical Center. The program i'i a part of SAS in~lliute User', (jroup 
International (SUGI) Version 5 

56 Allison, Paul D. 1984. Event Hi<;lory An.lIY'>I<;· Regre<;'ilon for LongItudinal Event 
Data (Beverly Hills: Sage PubheatlOn'i) p 58. 
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no covariates are enlered into such a roodel, the estimates reduce to Kaplan Meier 

estimatcs of the bascli ne transition rate from the origin state to the destination state. The 

plots from these eslimates can then be analyzed to reveal the shape that the Iikelihood 

function takes over time. This procedure will be utilizcd in order to test the RD and RM 

assumplions concerning the bivariate relalionship betwecn repression and dissident 

reaclion. 

The form of our data and the model we arc estimating presents three problems 

which require attention (appendix 2 presents an example of the form of data Y/e are 

analyzing): 

Repeated Events The fact that each type of event can occur more than once 

presents a problem. Successive events (such as two acts of Internai War) can follow the 

same origin state (an act of repression). As a result, il is not clear if the time from the 

origin state to the first event is statistically independent from the time of the origin state 

to the time of the second event. The solution to the estimation prohlem is to divide each 

country's evenl history into separate observations for each tran~ition from an act of 

repression to either an act of Turmoil or an act of Internai War. The problem with this 

approach is that one must still assume that sequential ol-servations are statistically 

independenl. In other words, we must assume that the hazard rate docs not inrrease from 

the first eveut to the second, or from the second to the third. Lichbach and Gurr (1981) 

have shown that this assumption is probably unwarranted in an analysis of protest or 

rebellion. They find slgnificant short-term persistence of the cxtcnt and intcnsity of both 

protest and rcbel:ion for a croo;s- national sam pIe from 1961 -1970 (1981 :19 -21). Thercfore, 

to assume that a second or lhird evenl of reprcsslOn would nol be more likcly to lcad 10 a 

dibsiJent response than a first evenl is probably unwarraT,ted. Recogni7ing that we arc 

probably violallng the indcpendence assumptlOn, wc follow Allison's sugge~tlOn (1984:54) 

for limlling ils consequences This involves including variables in the model which 

account for the frequcncy of occurrence of the relevant events in the country's previous 

history. As describcd below, vdflablc~ will be includcd indicating the total numbcr of each 

destination cvcnt type (le, the frequency of occurrence of acb of TurmOlI and acls of 

Intcrm~1 War) ovcr the 10 yeMs pl ior lo the bcginning of this study. 
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Time Dependence of Transitions. Interpretation of the halard ratcs in this model 

assumes that the probability of an cvent of Turmoil or Internai War i~ nol depcndent upon 

time since the: event of repre~sion. In othcr words, we have no a prion hd<"l~ for hehevlI\g 

that the likelihood of an evenl changes from one day to the next dunng the month 

fol1c.wing an event of rcprcssion. The ha7drd rate may welI dccrcdsc drter thl<" mnnth or 

even after a few days, bul withoul any theoretical basis for predicting that the prob,lhlllly 

is a decreasing function of timc Slflce event of repression, we arc for<..cd to a'i'iume that the 

hazard ratc is constan1.57 

Simultaneous Occurrences. This refers to the occurrence of dirfcrent evcnt!> on the 

same day. Without knowing the exact time al which an cvenl occurrccl, it is Impo~.,iblc to 

tell which cvent came first. As a result, simultaneous cvents 'iuch as a prote~t dnd an cvent 

of repre!,sive sevcrity which occur on the samc clay will nol be con"idered a,> .ln origm 10 

destination interval wllh 0 as the number of day:. belween event'i. Inslead, !>uch 

occurrences will be delcted from thc sam pIc. While this rcsults in a lo"s of dala, it I~ 

unavoidable since inc1uding them as either repression 10 violence or violenc\! to rcprc<;sion 

sequences would require an arbitrary distinction. 

Censoring. Sm ce each counlry's hislory of cvents has becn divided inlo sep.lratc 

observations, the firsl observcd destInation cvcnt (TurmOlI or InternaI War) will he 

;:ensored "on the left" and the fmal observcd origin event WIll he cen\ored "on the rlghl " 

This means that the first destInation event will not be prcceded by ih hypothe\l/ed cau .. c 

Likcwisc, the final observed origin evcnt will be slranded, 1 C , Ih effeet e.mnnt he 

confirrncd becausc there Îs no event following il Becau~e our model 'ipcuflc\ a h.vdrd 

rale which de pends on time (i e , udys sinee previou,> event), we dg.lln follow AlIl' .. on'<., 

suggestion (1984.57) of dlscarding the flfst destinatIOn evrnt for e<llh countr y "Wh de thi .. 

rcpresenls a loss of information, It should not lcad to any hla~e,> ,,~8 The right len<.,onng 

57 This is cspecially truc since RD and RM school'i prcdiet oppo\itc rcaclion .. In term<., 
of time from rcprcssion. An RD cxplanatlon would d'>'iUmC thdt the functlOn would 
dccrease, i.e., frustration-aggression at Ils hlghe'it Immedldtcly followlng the evcnt (jurr, 
1970:350-351). An RM explanation wOlJld dssume thdl rcactlOn to repre.,\lon would hc 
dcpendent upon organi/atlOn and mobill/allOn (Tilly, 1 97R) clnd would thcrcJore not bc cI<" 
dcpendcnt upon time since the cvent 

58 Ibid P 57 
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problcm is handled automatieally by PHGLM whieh dcletes such observations. 

4. Origin States- -Acts of Repression: The form of evcnl hir-tory bdng uscd in this 

study requirel that wc di~tinguish bctween origin states and destination states. As 

di~cusscd carller, the goal of the proportional hazards model is to estimatc the effeets of 

covariates on the huard or probability of transition from one event to another. The origin 

and destination states can be thought of roughly as indepcndent and dependent variables. 

For example, wc would hypothesile that the occurrence of an act of InternaI War or 

protest/ri ... Jl is dependent upon the occurrence of an aet of repression, controlIing for the 

cffects of other eovariates. As a result, acts of repression arc eonsidcrcd as 'origin states' 

while actions by dissidents whlch follow aets of repression arc considered as 'destination 

states.'59 

In measuring reprcssion, we combine part of Snyder's multiple- form framework 

(1976:284-285) and Lichbach and Gurr's method of measuring repression by the severity 

of previous cncountcrs hclwccn a rcgime and a group of dissidents (1981:5). Wc also 

borrow from Hibbs' (1973) U'ie of the variable measuring 'Negdtive Sanctions' Imposed by 

the regimc. This approach ds<;umes that the regime's response IS the pri.nary dctermin(lOt 

of lhe sevcrily of d givcn confltcl.6o 

Snydcr suggc~t" that any measure of repression should distinguish beLwecn non-

violent pre-emptive rcpre<;slon and Violent pre-emptive as wcll a~ noo- viole"l redctive and 

violent reactive repression. EdCh form should have a d1fferenl effect upon the cast of 

mohdl/dtion and thc chOice 01 .,trdtcgy whlch any group of di<;sidcnts wIll choose. While 

wc do nol hdve sufficlent datd to distmguish bctwccn pre-cmptlvc and reachve form" 

~pccifically, wc can dlstingui'ih helween ~anctlons and acts of diffcrent levels of severity 

59 We do recognize that acls of repression might just as well be rcactions ta dissident 
bchavlO"r and lhat it 1<; thcrefore arllficial to calI su ch acts origin states. Howevcr, since 
the focus of thc paper 1S dis<;idcnt rCdclion rather than regirne reactlOn, it is nccessary to 
makI! ~uch an artiflcidl con.,traint The Inclusion of covanatcs ln the model which account 
for the lilelihood of rcpresslOn should make up for the misslng 'feed back' considerations 
of the model 

60 Llchhdch and Gurr (1<)R1.5) present evid~ncc from one study to indlcate that the 
r.ltio of dC(lths catp;cd by soldiers .lnd poltce to dedths causcd by challengers wa~ 2.5:1. 
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of confliet. In aU, we will distinguish belween four origin stdtes 

a. Negative Sanctions. (Taylor and Jodicc, 1983); This is dcfined dS "actions tahn 

by the government to neulralile, to suppress, or to c1imÎndte a perccivcd Ihreat to the 

security of the government, the reglmc, or the stale itself. H Wc have al.,o included "ct<; 01 

press censorship which are dcfincd by Tlylor and Jodlee as "action~ by the govcrnmcnl 10 

limir, to curb, or 10 intimiddtc the mass mediil, including newspaper~, Ol.tgallnes, hook~, 

radio, and Iclcvision." Whlle both types of sanction could be Intcrprcted as Olea~ures t.lken 

by the governmcnl or regime ill reaction to a pcrcelved thrc<ll, It is cle.lr from the 

dcfinitions that the purposc of such rneasures arc prc-emplive. They are rnca.,ure~ t.lkell 

against threats in ordcr to prcvcnt sorne form of dls!>ident hchaviour. 

Severity of Retlres!'ivene!>s Based u pon the sugge'itioll 0 f Sn y der ()97()} and 

Lichbach and Gurr (1981) we havc mcasured lcvc\ of rcprcs,>ivenc~s dccordlng to lhl' 

severity of the confhct whlch resulted from a given event of collectIve action or collective 

violence. A rank of scverity was assigned to cach of the dally evcnb codcd ln the World 

Handhook of Political and Social Indicators III. (Taylor and Jodice, )9H3) Any prote!>t, 

riot, or act of Interndl War (including an altaek againsllhe stdle, bombing, dmbu<,h, Tllld, 

assassination or Ils attempt, irregular executive transfer, or unsueces!>ful irregul,lr cxelutlVl' 

transfcr 61) was rankeu accorJtng to the number of injuries and dealh~ reporteu for lhat 

cvcnt. Beeausc a dcath which results frorn conflict is far more ~eri()u'i thdn an injury, .1 

death was weighted as 20 times more :;erious than an injury. While thi~ 1" an admllteuly 

arbitrary wClght, it is neccssary to makc some quantitative distinction hetwecn a de"th ,IIlU 

an injury. 

b. Low-Level Repres!oiveness Any prote,>t, Tlot or ad of Inlern"l War Whllh 

rcported no deaths or injuries wa~ coded d~ a low ~eveTlly event In agreement wllh 

Snydcr (1976) we use this origin <,tate to dlstll1guish belwcen non - violent dnl! violent 

repressivcne~s However, unlike the Neg"tlve SanctIOns eategory, thl~ e"tegory '>Ignlflc\ 

61 Following the work of Morri~on dnd Steven<;on (11)71':~47 -3S0), ,lIlU Hihh~ (1<)71'16), 
we treat acts of collective action and violence along IWO dlmen.,\on<" Turmoil (lOd Intcrndl 
War. Even though Hlbh'i treats coups 'iepdrdtely, It 1\ not c1ear thdt attemptcd power 
seizures should he consldered sep.uately from other aU.tek., by In<,urgenl\ Since wc do nol 
have information on the motive., of ,111 Y form of dltdCk ag(llnq the ,>Ialc, Il''' ,>afe.,t to lump 
them together and not make dny d""umptlon about "ueh motIve,> 



a reactlve evenl since it r('presents, by definition, the state's actions immcdiatcly following 

a given dissident event. 

c. Medium - Level Repressiveness. After separating cvents which resulted in no 

death<; or injUrIes, the remaining events which dld result in deaths or ;.ljuries werc divided 

approximatcly in half to create the medIUm and high categories. As a result, any protests 

or riote; whlch resulted 10 from 1 in jury to a combmalion of 2 deaths/42 injuries wcre 

grouped in the medium category. Any act of Internai War whlch resulled ln from 1 injury 

to a combination of 4 rleaths/84 injuries was also grouped in the medium category. Thcre 

were a totdl of 159 events in this category. 

d High - Leve! Repressiveness. Any protesl or riot which rcsulted in a combination 

of 3 deaths/60 injuries or more was grouped into the high category. Any act of Internai 

War which resulted in a combination of 5 deaths/lOO injuries or more ..vas also grouped 

into the high catcgory Therc werc a total of 171 events in this category. 

5. Destination State!J: These are the instabtlity events whose timing is alleged to 

be affected by the origin state and the covariates entered into the model PolJtical strikes 

\Vere not Included lU the group of dise;idenl event;; beeamc of the diffieulty in c1assifying 

them as dis~ldent or legltimate in the eyes of the regime or stdle. While this i!. somewhat 

of an arbitrary oml<;sion con<;ldering the ambiguous nature of protests, for examplc, th .. 

occurrence of polItlcdl \trikes were Infrequent and thercfore should not ~igniflcdntly hias 

the rcsults. 

a. Turrnoil (PRORIOT) Thl~ Includc'i dny event coded by Taylor and Jodice (lYS3) 

ae; a protest· "a non - vIOlent gatheflng of people orgaOl/cd for the announced purposc of 

prote'iting a regifl1e, ,\ governrnent, or one of its leader,>, It'i Ideology, l'ohey, or lntended 

pohcy, or 11<; previom acllOn or tnlcndcd action." Il also IOclude<; any cvcnt coded as a riot 

"d violent dcmon~tralion or dis[urbdncc IOvolvlOg a large number of people." Whde the 

tiistinctlOn bctwccll Ihc~c two types of evcnl'i could be relevant to any study whi<..h 

,ltlcmpts 10 an,lly/e collective pobllC,tl hchavlOur, we fol1ow the '-lrdtegy of Htbb<; (1973 16) 

by groupmg flOt" and protc\ts togelher J.S forms of collective protes!. 

b. Internai War (IW) This inc\udcs any event codcd by Taylor and Jodiec (1983) 
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as an armeJ attack: "an act of violent political conflict carricd out by (or on behalf of) an 

organi7cd group with the object of weakening or destroying the power excrcl\cd hy 

another organizcd group." Il also IIlcludes evenls coded dS "3 homblng, ,lmbu"h or r,\iù" .1\ 

well as attcmpted and successful coups and assassinations. 

6. Covariates: These variables account for charactcristics of a given country which 

are hypothesizcd to affect levels of political instability or collective vIOlence. Th 

covariates will be described according to the theoreticdl perspective from whlch they 

emerge. 

External Factors: 

a. Concentration of Export Receiving Countries 1975 (CONEX). Source' T dylor and 

Jodice, 1983. This variable meac;ures the degree to which a country's exports .Ire ùl~per,>eù 

among trading partners. "Concentration i" hlgher the fewer the export dl\'I\lon'\ .101.1 the 

greater the value of the large~t divisIOns" (1983:89) Stncc ail of the countnc,> in our 

sam pie are consldefed "peripheral" to the world l'conomy, wc u~e exporl con<.entr.ltion 10 

differentiate between degrees of depcndency. Followmg Ihe red~OnJng of TJnlherl.lkl' and 

Williams (1984) and Bollen (1983'476) we would predl(,t lhat the flow of l'xporl~ 10 d <,m.11l 

number of countries would make Ihat country more prone to co.llrol by forelgn ndli()n.d~ 

Concentration ranges from 6.5 in countne'i hke Kenya ,tnd Tan/Jnld to a high of 55 5 in 

Niger. The mean score is 19.65. 

b. Development Orientation (DEVOR). Source Wolpw, M-Ies (19H6 155) WOIPlll 

dcfines countries practislng "open door" development dS tho,>e who fdvour monopoly 

capltalism. These countne<, MC alleged 10 be more prone to control hy lrdn\ndllOll.tl 

corporations and "dS long ao; indlgenous OfflcÎdls acquie\ce III "uch reldllOnc;, Ihelr domc\IIL 

and even foreign policy choice~ tend 10 depend upon f.wour,lhlc redcllOll'. by "ulh 

corporations and dssociated InterndtlOnal finJnCldI m\lllutIOll\" (19~() 1')5) The dllcrndllve 

in the sub-Saharan African conlext is "~[;lle capjtJ!J~m" Thl ... "lIlvolve'i <ltll'mpl\ to 

radically reduce dcpendency (enlarging policy alterndtive'l) <lnd 'llmuItJnCou\ promollon of 
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nallonally controlled industrial dcvclopment.,,62 Depcndcncy thcorists would predict that 

"opcn door" regimes would be more prone to repressivcness. ft remains to be seen if this 

affccts thc transition from reprcssion to collective action or collective violence. Of the 38 

countries in the sample, 27 arc c1assificd as "open door" and 11 as "state capitalist." None 

of the eountries in the sample wcre classiflCd as "state sociahst." 

DeprivatlOn Indieators: 

The limitations of the data force us to use absolute measures of economic prosperity 

as the primary deprivation indicators. The obvious problem with these indicators is that 

they give no indicatIOn of cxpcctalion<; which arc ncccssary to cvaluate the 'relative' nature 

of their cffect. A!. a result, a variables measuring economic performance could cause 

expeclalions 10 oulrun the eapabilities of the economy, leading to dissalisfaclion and a 

grealer hkelihood Ihal dIssidents will rcspond aggrcs.,ivcly to aels of repression. 

Conversely, faverablc eeonornic performance could al.,o enhance the legitlrnacy of the 

regime and makc rcaetion la reprC.,.,lOn Icss likely This point cmphasl/cs the nccessity of 

measurtng relatIve dcpnvalion with variables that account for both expeclaneies and 

c<lpablliIICS. 

a. GNP/Capita growth rates 1970-1978 (GNPCG) Sourcc' Taylor and Jodice, 19[13. 

This represent<; the annual average growlh rates in $U.S. u<;ing an exchange rate 

conversion We woulJ prcdict Ihat the slow or negalivc growth rates wou Id be an indlcator 

of grievances which could be uscd hy dl<;sldenls 10 jU"llfy aets of prole<;l or vIOlence, 

e<;pecially <1., a fruslrated rcactlOn 10 acl~ regirnc rcpresslOn. Growth raIes ranged from a 

low of .20 for Liberia, .70 for South Afrlca to hlgh~ of 93 and 13 20 for Lesotho and 

Botswana rc.,peclively The rncan growth rate was 2.bol % per year 

b. Annual Inflation Rate 1973-83 (INFLAT). Source. Hodd, Michacl--Afncan 

Econonllc Handbook, 1986 Thi., variable Îs wcightcd by current CJro~., Dornestlc Product 

in $U S Il I~ uscd as an indlcalor of gnevances along wllh GNPCG becausc Il is a bcttcr 

62 Wolpin, M tles W 19R6. "Slalc Terrorism and Reprcssion in thc 3rd World" 10 Stohl, 
Michael <Incl Gcorge Loper (cds.) Govcrnrncnt Violcnce and Repression' An Agenda for 
Rc<;c.lrch. (New York Greenwood Press).p 155. 
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indicator of the effect of economic slagnal10n upon average consumer!. r.tther than the 

state of the national economy This is neces!.ary for the RcI.ttlve DeprivdtlOn approach 

which assumes that collccLive discontent results from aggregale fccling~ of individu,ll 

deprivation.63 Annual Inflation rates ranged from 4% (Guinea) to 51 6% (Ghana) and 

62.7% (Uganda). Th", average inflation rate was 14.8% for the tolal l-amplc. 

c. Ethnic/Political Division Ratio (ETHPOL) Thi!. is a multiplicative inter.!ction 

term between variables mea~uring cthno-lingUistic fractionalllatlOn and polit1c,t1 party 

fractionalintion (both from Taylor and Jodice, 1983) For cach varidble, d l-core of Il 

indicates complete homogenelty (cthnicity) or complete control of politic,ll ~eal<. (political) 

Conversely, a score of 100 represents extrcmc divcr~ily or hetcrogeneity Thi~ intcr.tction 

term measures the combincd cffecl,> of political parly divefSlty and ethnic dlver"'lty. Il i ... 

being used a,> an ind:cator of a specifie form of ethmc competition whlch 1'" alleged [(' 

increase as the ratio of ethnic groups Lo pohlical parties mCTeJ.se'i (Morrl~()n and Slevemon, 

1971; Hannan, 1979; Nielson, 1980). For examplc a nation whlch h,l'> d ... core of <JO on the 

ethnicity scale and a score of 10 on the pohtical !.cale would have d ... core of 90 x IO/lOO 

= 9 on the interaction term Convcrsely, a natIOn wllh Iwo 90 scores (indlc.!llng 

heterogeneity on both scales) would have a score of 81 on the interactIOn term. The 

second country wou Id be hypothesi/ed to have a greater likcllhood of ethnlc conflltl 

bccausc the ethnic divi!>ions arc represented ln the political power slruggle. Thl~ interaction 

term captures this hypothesi/ed effect 

Resource Mobtli/alion Indlcators: 

a. Ethnie Fractionulization (EFRAC) SOufCI~. (Taylor and Jodlce, 11)~1). A ... 

dcscribed abovc, lhi~ varidble measures the dcgrce of 'leterogenelty of a country''i ethnl(. 

composition Il is a proxy for the degrce ('~ categorical p\.~entlal for organl/,ltlon whlch 

63 One limitation of the event-hlstory dpproach being u ... ed ln thi ... ~tudy 1 ... Ihdt 
covariates must be constant for Cd ch country over the tlme period 1975 -1')X2 Thl'" forte ... 
us to include mdlcators which arc ilveragcd ovcr thdt lime A ... a re'iuh, an mdlcator likc 
inflation rate is used to predlcl the- occurrence of an evenl ln 19/5 even Ihough Il 1<; ba ... ed 
upon rates of inflation which occur in the future Thl'i 1<; d ~eflOIl'> ... hort-comlOg but 
should not affcct the esllmates significantly <;ince the ratc'i do not chdnge dra"'llcdlly from 
ycar 10 year. 
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exists in a country (TiIly's CATness). Since a low degree of fractionalization indicates a 

small num ber of extensi ve categories which should be more successful in mobilizing 

support for collective action, we predict lhat this vanable will have a negative cffect on 

the likelihood of violence. The scores range from a low (meaning homogeneous) score of 

3.6 for Burundi to a high (meaning heterogeneous) score of 92.6 for Tannnia. The mean 

score in the sample was 65.2 indieatmg that the sub-Saharan African states have 

considerable internai ethnie divisions. 

b. Politlcal Party Fractionalization 1975 (PFRAC). Source: (Taylor and Jodice, 

1983). As described abovc, this variable measures the degrce to which seats in parliament, 

legi!>lature or national assembly are divldcd among political parties (a proxy for Tilly's 

NETness). A low score indlcates a political system which is represented by a small number 

of large parties. ThcoreticaHy, these parties should have more cxtensive network 

formation than small parties in a more fractionali7ed structurc. As a result, we also predict 

that this variable will negatively affect th~ likelihood of violence, through ils effcct on 

mobilil"ation. 23 of 38 eountries in the samplc had scores of 0 indieating no political 

parties. 4 of these 23 werc simultaneously labelled as multi - party states, indicating either 

coding errûr or a situation where political partie'i exist but do not have any scats in the 

icgislaturc. 

A high score indieates that many political parties are represented in the national 

government. The highest score was 100 (Ethiopia) followed by 70 (Ccntral African 

Republic) and 68.3 for Zimbabwe. The mean score in the !>amplc was 18.76 which 

indicates that the sample i5 LH more diverse ethnically than polttically. 

c. Organized Labour a!l % of Total Labour Force 1975 (ORGLAB). Source: Taylor 

and Jodice, 11)83 This vartdblc mcasures the perceotage of ail workers who belong to 

unions Union membership implics acccss ta resources needed for organizalion of 

collective actIOn While it IS a direct medsure of the propcnsity for cngaging in actions 

such.iS stnI..es, il cao he con~iJercd an IOdirect measure of the abiltty of a group to engage 

in a prote!>t, dcmon~trdtlon or evcn more milttdnt forms of actlo,l which wc have dcfined 

as Internd\ W.tr. ft l'i ,tlso .ln indicator of existing networks (NETnrs~). Niger, Lesotho, 

,ml! Som,llid hall no unionJ/cd Idbour, whtlc Guinea reports 100% unioni7ed labour. The 
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mean percentage of unionized labour was 17.9%. 

d. Civil Rights Indu Avg. 75-79. (CRIGHT). Source. Taylor and Jodice, l<>R:\. 

"Civil rights are dcfined as the rights of the Individual vi!. d 

vis the state. Particularly important are the frecdom or the 
press and the otller mass media and the indepcndence or the 
judiciary. Countries are ranked from 1 to 7, i.e., from those 
with the greatcst amount of CIvIl rights to those with the 
least.,,64 

We follow the example of Sanders (1981:177) who uses press frcedom as a proxy for 

measuring political institutional development in less dl:. velopecl nations. M uBer (19RS'SO-

51) uses the Political and Civil Rights indexes to measure the opportunity costs faced by 

dissidents in orgamzing collective action against a regime or governmenl. The lowest !lcore 

(indicating the most civil rights) was a 2 reported for Gambia. Eight countrtes achieved 

the maximum score of 7 (indicating the least civil rights) They IOcluded Mali, Guinca, 

Ethiopia, Somalia, Central African RepubIic, Equatorial Guinea, Benin and Ugand.l. The 

mean score was 5. 

7. Historical, Politic~,I, Economic Attributes: 

a. Length of Independent Statebood 1975 (DSLlB). Source: (Unger, 1985). Thl~ 

variable measurcs the length of Independent statehood based on the number of month~ 

since indcpendence or liberation. The length of indcpendence is reported as the number 

of months since independence on the date of the first observation for cach country 

Countries which achieved independence aCter this date were given a negative valuc 

corresfonding to the numbcr of days from the flfst observtltion ta dJtc of tnocpcndcncc 

South Africa is thc only country in the sarnple which had not achleved mdcpendcncc 

during the sample period 65 It was assigned a value con'iiderably ~m.llicr thdn th.lt of 

Zimbabwe, the most rccently Independent nauon Although thl'i IS an JrLlficial dttributc, 

it allows us La distinguish between ald, new, and not yeL indcpendcnt countrie... The 

overwhclmtng majority of the countnes in the sample (:\3 of 3X) achlcved indcpcndence 

64 Although wc Lake this variable from the World Handbook of Politlcal and SocÎ,tI 
IndicaLors, its original source is: Raymond D. Gastil, "The New Criteria of Frcedom," 
Freedom al hsuc, XVII (January-February, 1973):20-23. Thj~ variable is avatlable for the 
years 1973 - 1979. 

65 See footnate l, P 1. 
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between 1960 and 1965. Although there appears to be a lack of variation on this variable 

in terms of the number of countries which achieved independence around the same time, 

we can predict in ad vance that its effccts wtll be important sincc two of the four 'Civil 

War' countries (described below) had not achieved indepcndence at the beginning of the 

sample time p{'riod. 

b. Civil War Dummy (CIVWAR). Sourcc' (Ungcr, 1985). Four of thc 38 nations 

in the sam pic experienced clther a cIvil war (Chad, Ethiopia) or a protractcd indepcndencc 

movement (Zimbabwc. South Africa) dtlfing aIl or a substantial part of the sam pie time 

period.66 Not surprislllgly, these nations contribute a disproportionate number of 

observation,> of InternaI War. In fact, thesc four nations account for 334 of the 459 aets 

of InternaI War (72 7%) which occurred for ail 38 nations from 1975 to 1982. Theyalso 

account for 175 of the 280 acts of Turmoil which occurred (62 5%). This variable should 

have a significant effeet on transitions from ail models, but more importantly, should 

control for the effects of civil war on don estic politlcdJ1>truggles. 

c. Political Structure Dummy. (PLSTRUC). Source: (Unger, 1985). This variable 

distinguishes bet ween one - party and m ulti - party poli tical systems. There are 25 one-

party 1>tatcs and 13 multl-party stdtes ln the sample. 

d. Regime Type (REGTYPE). Source: (Unger, 1985). This variable distinguishes 

betwecn Military "nd Clvilian rcgimcs whose status did not change from 1975 to 1982 as 

weil as regimes which changed from military to civilian, and those which changed from 

civilidn to military. Thcrc are 12 constant military regimcs, 18 constant civilian regimcs, 

3 which changeJ from military to civilian (Benin, Congo, and Togo 67) and 5 which 

changed from civilian to military (Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinca, Guinca, 

Liberid, and Nigeria). 

e. and f. History of Instability 1965 to 1975 (TPR and TOTATK). Sou.cc· 

66 Zimbabwe achieved formai independcnce on April 18, 1980 and was thercfore 
involved in an indcpcndenec !>trugglc for ovcr five years of the eight which are covered 
in this study. 

67 Although Sudan changed from military ru le to a "centralized presidential regimc", 
General Jaafar cl Nimeiry rcmained in control throughout thc 75-82 pcriod.(Ungcr, 
19S5:372-378). 
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(Created from W.H.B.III). These two variables are aggregale counts of the numbcr of 

protests/riots (Turmoil) and events of Internai War rcspcctively, which have occurred in 

each country from 1965 lo 1975. At the suggestlOn of Sanders (1981.70-79) we usc thls 

variable to contextualize instability according to each country's own history of violence. 

Their inclusion is also nccessary in order to solve the problem of rcpcating cvents which 

was described in the section above on event- history. 

South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Nigeria had the highest number of cvenls coded as 

Turmoil (58,36,35 respectively) while 7 countries reported no such cvents from 1965 10 

1975. These countries were Gambia, Liberia, Gabon, Central African Republic, Rwanda, 

Somalia, Botswana, and Swa7iland. The average number of Turmoil evcnts was 7.2 ovcr 

10 years. Nigeria, Zaire, Sudan and Zimbabwe had the highest number of events codcd 

as acts of Internai War (153,73,41,39) whIle 9 countrics rrported no events. The average 

num ber of acts of Internai War was 12.4 over 10 years. 

g. Gross National Product per Capita 1975 (GNPC). Source: Taylor and Jodice, 

1983). This is measured in $U.S. with an exchangc ratc conversion. Il is inc\uded in order 

to control for the effects of lcvcl of economic development. The highest GNP/C's were 

reported for Gabon $2,540 and South Africa $1,270. These were considerably above the 

sample mean of $351.32. 15 of the 38 countries had GNP/C's of less than $200. 

h. Population 1975 (LPOP). Source: Taylor and lodice, 1983). This is the natural 

log of population in millions. IL is used to contrul for country sizc. 

64 



IV. Re!tults from Eight Event- History Models 

in lhis section, each hypolhcsls will be reslaled and then the results of the model 

will be di'icus~ed separdtcly for the Iwo dimension of violencc, Turmoil and Inlcrnal War. 

Invcrtcd "U'" The likelihood of an act of Turmoil or Internai War occurring 
should be greater following acts of medium -Ievel repres!oioll than following 
act1l of eithcr 'JW or high-Ievd (·cpression. 

COl1vcrsely, Negative LII1Cdr The Iikclihood that acts of low-Ievcl 
reprc~sion lead (0 either Turmoil or Internai War !>hould be great~r than the 
Iikclihood that acts of medium -Ievell'epres~ion Icad to either dimension of 
collcctivc violence. And, the lik.elihood that acts of medium -Ievel repre~sion 
lead to Turmoil or Internai War shoulô be greater than the Iikelihood that 
act!> of high -Ievel repres!>ion le ad to either dimension of collective violence. 

Compdring thc ha7ard rdte~ (Figures 4.1 and 42) for the tramltlOn from different 

lcvels of Icprcs!.lon IIldlcates that the ovcrall likehhood of a trdnsition from each Icvel of 

repression 10 elther Turmoil or InternaI War is rdatively small. For IIlstance, the largest 

ha/ard rate in any of the transitions is .030 for the tranSItIOn to Turmoil on the fast day 

following a Sanction This means lhat the probability of an act of Turmoil occurring on 

lhe day after a Sanction is 3% over the entire sample. In this example, the hazard rate 

decreases to .003 by the 30th day, meaning there was a .3% chance of a an act of Turmoil 

occurring on tlie 30th day. The small hazard rates are not surprislIlg considering the 

obstacles 10 mobili7alion which any movement or group fares (OIson, 1965, Gamson, 1975; 

Oberschall,1973,1979). 

Turmoil Vi~ual examination of the plots of the hazard rates over the first 30 days 

from an cyent of repression shows that the primary differences between the halard rates 

show up in the first ten da ys although there is an intere~;ting jump in alllhree ha7ard rates 

on ddy fifteen (figure 42) On the first day the ha/drd of transition to an eyent of 

Turmoills hlgher following an dCt of medium-level repre~sion lhan lhe ha~ard following 

elthcr acts of low or high-Ievcl repression. However, on the second day, the hdzard from 

acb of low-Icvc1 rcprcs~ion Incrcases to 0165 wll1ch IS highcr thdn any d.tily ha/Md rate 

from thc medIUm -leYcl for the cnlire month. Beside<; the facl that the curye for medium-

lr\'c1 rcpre'i ... ion dcclllle~ almost h'1early in the flf~t 6 ùays whde the curve for low-lcvel 

rcprc.,,,ion .Jltcrnatcs posltlvely anJ negatlvcly, thcre appear~ to be no slgnificant 

Jifferellcc ln the hMMd ratc between the low dnd medIUm CdtCgOflC~ oyer the first 30 days 
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Table 4,1 Proportional Hazard Est1mates :or Transitions From 
Four Levels of Repres~ 

LEVEL OF REPRESSION 

--lDf ----HadJ.LIU thgh - ----S"IlCtlal---

Oestinetioo ~ Internal. !IN' ~ lntemal w...r Tunroil lntama1 \:ly I1w!!ill-

1B!' (ln lfup..ùatien 368 - 504- - 239 -~ - 062 - 91\8*"'" - 279 

GIF/Capite 1976 000 - 00"""" 000 - 002 000 - 004 ..... (Xll-

~ !Wt>er of 

At~, 196~-1975 013- 008 OlS ...... 

TIR !l.rrber of Proteeta / 

Iùota, 1965-1975 004 - 069** 048- 043* 

~ Civil Wou-(Ol - 289 1276'- -1 764* - tiZl (f) 5 2~3- - 403 

œL75 La-.&th of 

~. - 0001* - 001- - 001*** 

r-!IŒFI1 Hill t.tuy ~(D l 1723- 5 457*** 

!:IDf]Y Hillt-axy ta CiVlUan 

RagJme Tr8l1lli tien 2 801- 6 335-

;"N1IL Civi~an ta HiUt.aIy 

Rsg.lJœ Trl!K\5i tien (D) 

P!..S"IR!l: lblltical 

Party St.rucWre -2 22S"** - 679*"* 

~ o...l..opJslt 

Orilllt.atioo(D l 648 -244* 1 S11*** 

~ CCI'lc.-rt.raUal of 

!:xport Rac8i~ C<u\t.r1 .. --- - O!l7* 131- 038 (1) 

~ Etln:r-~ 'gui.tic 

Fractic:naUzatial - 018 - 004 043-

~ fulltical Party 

Fractianalizatloo 028 029 018 

~ RAtio of Et.rnic te 

fuUtical Fractianalizatlan-- 025- 041 - 037 - 008 

~ Orgsuzed Labour 

as t of Labour Fore 016" 

9illill Av! Civil R.\.aI ta 

Inda:, 1975-1979 - 064 -426-

~ In!latioo, 1973-1S18 --- 047*** 038** 077*** 114*** 043-

~ 00' /Cap! ta graoth 

ratAs, 1970-1978 532**" 141" 

Note 1 Coe!fichnta are eq.ùvallK'lt ta Ll\aUn:lantized regreaalcn ooeffidlllta 

Ilote 2 No coefficients are r~ !or variebLee ..tuch ware c!I:qpKI in the fiI'!lt st,.as. t.hro..Igh baoc.DMrd 
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(NegatIve llnear) 

(U-shape) 

(1 nverted U) 

(1 nverted U) 

(PosItIve llnear) 

(U-shape) 

(NegatIve llnear) 

(U-shape) 

(1 nverted U) 

(Inverted U) 

(PosItIve Llnear) 

(U-shape) 

Table 42 
Freguencies of Daily Ha7ard Rate Ordinal Positions for 

Intcrnal War 

~1Q dai: 1-15 dai: 1-21 
Order· 
l-M-H 4 7 8 

l- H-M 6 6 7 

M-H-l 0 

M- L-H 0 4 

H-M-l 0 0 0 

H-l-M 0 0 

10 15 21 

Table 4.3 
Freguencie<; of Daily Ha7ard Rate Ordinal PO<;ltions for 

Turmoil 

dai: 1- 10 da~ l-1S dai: 1-21 

arder* 
l-M-H 2 3 5 

l-H-M 0 0 0 

M-H-L 2 3 4 

M-l-H 5 7 9 

H-M-L 0 0 0 

H-l-M 2 3 

10 15 21 

dai: 1 -30 

9 

10 

5 

2 

3 

30 

day 1-30 

10 

0 

t, 

10 

0 

6 

30 

• For cxample. an ordcr of L-H-M indicatcs that on a givcn day, the ha/ard rate 
for tr.tn~ltion from an cycnt of low-lcvel rcprcs<;ion W.lS highcr lhan the ha7ard rate for 
tr,m ... ition from an c\'cnt of high-Icvcl rcprl-ssion and thât the ha/ard rate for tran~ilion 
from .ln cvcnl of high-Icvcl reprc" ... ion was highcr than lh.!l from an evenl of medium
Ic\c1 rcprC"'lIlOn 

Il is important 10 note that thes~ arc ordinal rncasures w;lIch do not takc lOto 
.Iccounl thc magnitude of each hala rd rdte or by exten<;ion the magnitude of diffcrence 
bdwcen dlrfcren! huard r,lles on d given day. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------

except for the jump on d,\y fifteen when the ha/,trù rdte lor medium - !l-vl'I reprc ...... \On 

rcturns to il" hlgh point of () l ') lIowevcr, Ihe freqllench~'" of the ordIn.t1 110 ... 111011 ... 01 Ihl' 

ha7ald rates c1anfy the plcture (Tdble 41) Wlthm ... even out of the In..,t ten d,I)''' Ihl' 

ha7ard rate following an act of medium -!cvel rcpre"ion " higher th,1I1 the r,lle follo\\ Ill!!, 

aels of high and low -le vcl, of re pre ,'lIOn A Il houg,h th 1 ... urd 111,11 ,1Il,d)' 'li ... doc ... Ilot t ,tI,c 

inlo accounl the magnitude of the hd/drd rJte~ (Important ln d,IY t"-o ,I~ cxpl.lined .Ihll vl') , 

ln eomblndtIOn wlth the IJ.Tge hM.lrd rdte, on U.IY O!1e ,\nd d.ty fIlll'en II d()c~ ~UppOlt Ihe 

"Inverled U" hypothe"l<; for the rel.tllUn ... hIP hetween repre ...... lOn .:nd dl\<' of Turmotl 

Il IS al ... o c1eJT thai the ha/drU r,lte from an event of Illgh -Incl repre ...... IOIl 10 

Turmoills lov.er th,," from the Inw Of meùlum cdtegoTle ... over Ihe flr ... 1 two Ù,IV'" By Ihe 

thid day, the probdhility InCred<;e<; ln the Icvcl of Ihe Jow ,Inu rneulUm r.lle, hUI then 

dccline<; and gcnerally rem,un<; bdow the \cvcl of the Inw ,md mCùlum l.llegoT\e... 1 hl' 

frequencle<; of the ordln,Il pmillon<; 'illpport Ihi" Interprl'l.ttlOn d ... lhe h.l.l,tru r,lle folJowlIl!-', 

an event of hlgh level repre ...... lon 1 ... hl!!,her Ih,tU the r,lle from l'vent ... 01 meùlulll IIr luw-

ll'vcl rl'presslon in only ... i\. d.ty~ ouI of Ihnly ThIS ... ugge ... l<; Ih.!t ,1 hlghly rcpre ... ",vc l'Hill 

uoes limit ellher the wdhngne ... ~ or CdpdbIllty of dl ...... luent<; to re~pond \\-Ith more rurmod 

In the short term 

The hd/dru raIe of tr,In~lIi()n from cl ~,tnctlOn to ,In event of TlIrmod l\ hlg,her ln 

the first eight day'i th,Hl the r,lte from dny of the other level ... of rcpre"'~J(lIl (rl!!oure 44) 

Thc rate dechne'i from d hlgh 01 O,,()() (1',(, the hlghe,t r,lIe of .Ill tr.tn ... ltlOll<,) 10 0142 

(1 4%) by the slxlh UJY, then fl<;e, ,hdrpl) to \J::~·Hl (24(,) on thc "evc111h d.!y l h II<, , e\l'11 

one week after ,\ S,lnctlOn, the proh.lbdlly of ,m l'vent of Turmol! l, 11l!',hcr th.1lI th.!1 

following Ju ... t onc or Iwo J,lY<; after an l'vent of low-kvcl rcpre ... ,,\on Whde Il h t1l1fllUIt 

10 pldee Sanction<; on a contInuum \\-Ith tbe low, medium, ,lnd hlgh r<ll1kll1g ... of the ... everlty 

Indicators, It i ... ckar that S,ll1ctlon ... Me more Id,cly to kad ln ,Ill ImmcllI.llc rI: ... pon·,e Ilf 

TurmoIl than preVlOU'i cvcnl'> which h.lve been met wlth r(pre"~I()l1 (,f! 

68 In order to distmgUIsh bclwl'en thc~e types of [epre" ... lon Inule,tlor ... , the group of 
l'vents wilieh arc coded aceordlog to the '>CVCrIty of confll(t (LOREP, MEDREP, Jnd 
HIREP) WIll be referrcu to a<, ""everlty IndlcJtor'l" or 'ilmply " ... cventy'· form .... 1 e , thmc 
which stem from inCIdents of confliet wilh the reglO1C. Negalnc SdnctlOni, wIll '>Imply hl' 
rl'fl'rred 10 as Sanclion'i 
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Overall, the graphical repre<;cntatlOn and the frequencies of the ordtnal pO~llion~ 

of the ha/Md rdte,> for Turmod Icnd, "orne 'iUpport 10 both the "Inverted U" and "Negative 

Lincar" hypOLhcscs. Since the "lnverLed U" rcldtlOnshq) appcars more frequently in the 

fir~L ten day~ a<; weil a" the entire month more welght I~ asslgncd to thls Interpretation 

However, without a morc robu,>t 'iumm,lry mca"urc of the rclatlonship bctween the huard 

rate,> it 1<., Impmslble to dctermme conclu<;ively which hypothe<;is reccives more support 

f rom ! he datd. 

Internai War Turntng to evcnts of Inlernal Wdr (fIgures 4 l ,md 4 3), the patterns 

of ha/ard rdtes are dlfferent from cvents of Turmoil and dfe <;omewhat more di<;tinct Il 

1<; c1edf thtlt the tran<;ition from an dct of low-lcvc\ repre<;<;\On to an ael of Internai War is 

hlgher Ihdn from a medium lcvel over the fir<;t ten days This clearly refute" the RD 

hypothe5.ls of ,10 "Invcrtcd U" rclatiofl!..hip where the halard rMc following an event of 

low-Ievel repre"<;lon would be lower lhdn that followmg an evcnt of medium le\('1 

repres<;ion ln fact, the frequcnclcs of the ordlndl pOSItIOn,; ln the flr"t tcn days (Sec Table 

42) tndlCdtC that d "U ... h,lpe" relatlon<;!llp cxlq!, "lOce the prohdbIlltles of reactlOn 

following low and hlgh Incl<; of rcprc"qon arc gcnerally hlgher th,In Iho,>e from medIUm 

levcl" The hdlard rdle from .ln evcnl of low-Ievcl r('preS~ll)n on d,IY 1 I~ 0195, lIldleating 

a 1 95% ch,mcc of an Jet of Internai War occurring on th,it day On the 5.cconJ day Ihi., 

increases 10 027X (2 7Wj;-) before deerea<,lIlg to 0145 (1 4'i%) by the ~evcnth day Thi" 

compares 10 rate" of ()075 (75 0
;) on the flr'>l Jay, 0060 (.(>(!';;-,) by the ~eventh ddy 

lollowing .ln evenl of medium -\cvcl reprc"'>lOn and 00(,0 (.60(;'(,) on the ftr<,t day increasing 

Intermltlenlly 10 015 (1.5";) by the ~evcnth day followlllg .ln cvent of high-Icvel 

repres!>lOn 

Thi'i fIndmg is in agreement wlth Lichbach and Gurr (1981). ft appcars that an 

eyenl of rcpre'ision whcre no Injuries or dCdths oecurrcd doc<; not dl<;<;uade di<;<;idents from 

COllllllltllllg ,Icl~ of Inlcrl1.t1 Wdr d'i much dS reprc'i"ion whlch re~ult" in a "medium" number 

01 dedth'i or II1JUflC'> A'i the Incl (lI' rcpre'><;lon mcrea~c<, to the Illgh-lcvclthc probdhtlily 

of ,111 .let (lf Intcrn,11 W,1f ,d..,o IIlUC.t ... CS ..,ugge<,llng th..!! d medium amounl of rcpre'i<;ion I!' 

el10ugh 10 warn Jl' .. '>ldcnh 01 repri-"tI but lh.!t dfter cl Lertaln thre,>hold the rcpresslon 

InClle.., dl!>'>lùcnt" tn act ùc-,plte the probdbiltty of meeting d hlgh lcvcl of further 
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repression. 

Considering ju<;t the flfst ddy, the ha/ard rdte~ appeM to be rd,lled neg,ltlvdy ,1Ill! 

linearly to the \cvel of repre'i'iion. Within the fir~t cight days, iL 1<; cle.IT th,lt the tr,ln.,illOl1 

from an event of low-Ievcl represslOn to an act of Inlerndl W.tr i .. hlghcr Ih,1Il lhe h.tt,ml 

following elther acls of medium or high-Ievcl repre<;:.lOn and lhdt lhe prob,lbdlly of .10 ael 

of InternaI War is also higher followlng an act of high-Ievcl rcpre<;<;ton lhdn Ih,.1 following, 

an aet of mcdium-Ievcl rcpres"lOn Added to thl~ IS dn intere<;llng pdltern where, ln flve 

of the eight transilions observed, the hMard rate IfiCred-.es on the second d,IY lollowing 

an event of repreS'ilOn. Thl<; 1<; especlally truc for transitions from .let.. of repre<;\lOn to 

acts of Inlernal War. The mo<;l obvlOu<; Interpretation <;upporh a Re<;ource Mobdi/dllOll 

argument where dl<;<;ldents require a Idg lime in order 10 orgdni/e dn .ltldd. In re'>pon"c 10 

repression The fact thal such a lag time WdS not evident in lhe lrdn<;illOll from .let... 01 

medIUm and high-Ievel reprC'i<;lon to more <.ponl,weou ... evenb "llch ..... prote\[ ... or rtoh 

(Turmoil) Icnds fUTther supporl to thi<; Inlerpretallon Wh.1e il 1'> ,tl-.o P(h.,lblc th,11 Ihe 

time lag of one day mercly repre-.enl., the time needed lor new~ of the repT\!\\lVl' event to 

reaeh those re<;pon<;lble for <;ubsequent di ..... ldent c\enh, lhe Illlle tdg of one d,IY l'xi ... l .. for 

aIl four of lhe tran'iillOns 10 ,lct~ of Inlerndl WdT ,wd only one of the four trdn<;IIIOIl .. to 

Turmoil Sir::c there 1<; no apparent rCd,on why a one d.ly l.!g cdu ... ed by new .. dcl,IY \holiid 

exist for InternaI War and nol for Turmod thl\ ... uggest .. th.!! thc time I.tg 1 ... II1JeeJ d re\lIll 

of mobili/atlOn procc<;'\es rather thdn <;tmply redlllon to lhe new ... of the nent 

The transitIOn from a S.lfiellon lo .ln .lct of Inlerndl W.tr ,Iho lollow .. the one d,IY 

lag pattelll. The rate IIlcre.l ... e .. from 0150 (1 )Ir) to Oll)() (]l)('r) Irom the Ilr ... t to the 

second ddy. Il then decline~ 10 0050 (Yi) by lhe ... evenlh d,IY, mlilh h~e lhe other 

transitions to .!cl~ of Inlcrn,tI Witr 

The com bindllon of lhl' onc d,IY 'dg and the "U shapc" rcldltOn\hlp ln the flf.,t el~ht 

da ys sug,gc~ts that a comblllallon of RM and RD fdLlo'" ,Iffeel the dell.,lon hy l.!1 ...... lllcnh 

to responù lo dlffcrent lc\cl ... ni reprc""'lOn On lhe RM "'I,le, lhe one Joly '.tg ... upporh the 

notion thdt ùl'i"idcnh lake lIme lo org.lnl/c cl re"pon\c On the RD ... Id··, the hrgher 

probabillty of rc.!ctlon followlng d hlgh level of rcpre\\lon (OmpMeJ t() .t medIUm Icvel 

of repre'i~lOn suggc~t<; thdl "normal" cml/bcndll an.Jly~l~ J, polcnllally ,>u ... pended ln f.Jvour 
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of a revenge c;trike following high Icvcls of rcpression. It is possible tbat t-oth types of 

decision making procee;s are uscd and are not necessarily incompatible. 

RD 1: Aet!. of Repre!>!>ion should be more Iik~ly to lead to aets of both 
Turmoil and Internai War ln societies wbere deprivations are at a high level. 

TurmOlI: Only for the tr,wsitlOn Irom SanctIOn to Turmoil and from acts of 

medium-Icvcl repreSSll)n to TurmOlI arc the eff'.'cts of gncvance variables. significant. 

Exponentiallng the coeffiCIent of 043 for Inflation tells us that as il rises by 1%, the 

hala rd of a transition from a Sanction to an act of Turmoll increases by 4.4%. The 

coeffIcIent of 038 from an act of medillm -Ievel repression indicates that a 1% increase in 

inflation increases the ha7ard of Turmod by 39{;''t;. Both resulLs support the hypothem 

stated abave Exponentidting the coeffIcient of 141 shows that de; Ci NP /Capita Growth 

Rate (CiNPCG) risee; by 1% the huard of tran"itlOn from a Sanction ta an act of Turmoil 

IOcreases by 15%. This pa'iltiye effcet is the opposite of that predlcted by the RD 

hypothe.,is. On the contrary, it appcars thal increa'icd grawth rates, which should 

represenl a dechne in economie grievancc'i, eontribute to instabi\ity following sanction<; 

hy the rcgime. ThIS will be dlc;cu'ised ln the next section. 

Inlernal War: ln these tr.tnsltions, Inflation (lNFLAT) displayed a similar pattern 

.IS abovc, offcrlOg strong e;upport for the hypothesls tha~ economlc deprivatlOn has a 

pO'iltive effect upon the probdhiiity of trdmitlOns from represslOn to acts of collective 

vIOlence. Inflation produced .1 ~ignlflcant, po~itivc coefficient ln ail four of the transitions 

to acte; of Interndl Wdf Exponentlatwg the coefficient of 033 from a Sanction indicatcs 

Ihdt .1" InfldtlOn increa'ics by 1s(, the ha/ard of tran~ltlon to an dlt of Internai Wdr 

incred~e~ hy 34%. Exponcntldtlng the coe fficlent of 047 from act., of low-Ievel rcpression 

mdlcdtco; th.lt .1" Infldtlon ÎnClc.l'ic", ]1,'"(, the hd/drd of trdne;itlOn from an act o~ \ow-Ievc\ 

rcpre'i'ilOn tn .10 all of Intern.1I W.tr rnCrCd'iC~ hy 4 W:fc The dfeet of a 1% mcrease in 

Infldtion from an det of medium - kvcl repn.''i'ilOn to .ln dCt of Internai War IS an Increase 

III the hdlard rate hy H"r. ,Ind Irom .Ill act of hlgh-Ievel repree;<;ion to dn act of InternaI 

W.lr hy 12 l r(. Thl ... t1 .. o ..,hc,ws thdl the eCreel of InfidtlOn upf'n the hdldld of transition 

to .ICt~ of Interndl Wu is P()~ltIVC and ImCdr 

The effect of Gro~~ N"tional Product/Capita growth rate (GNPCG) on the 
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lransitic icts of InternaI War was signlficant in transitions from acls of high-lcvcl 

repression and from a Sanction. From an act of hlgh-Ievcl repression, the exponentl,ltl'd 

coefficient indicate!> that as GNPCG incrcases by 1%, the ha/ard of transition to dn act 01 

InternaI War incrcases by 70%. The effcct from a Sanction is an increa~e in the ha/Md 

by 16.3%. 

While the Inflation indicator performed as expected, lending moderate supporl to 

the RD hypothesis in its effect upon transitions 10 acts of Turmoil and slror.g support for 

the effecls on acts of Internai War, the economic growth rate indicator (GNPC(j) 

performed unexpectedly. Where it was signi ficant, it suggests that increa~e\ ID growth r.ltc 

contributc to strong reactlOn" by dissidents ID acts of repression. The ohvlOu~ 

interpretation is a form of the c1a.,sic ·ri.,lfig expectations' argument of D"vle~ (1()62) whcrc 

increased prosperity met with sudden <;etbdcks (in this case, legime repre<;<;ion ralher Ih,11l 

economic downturn) lead~ to dis"idenl reaction. However, it IS difficult to m"ke a \trong 

case for this argument slncc the effects wcrc significant ln only three of the eig,ht model ... 

Possible explanation'i for the unexpected effects will be dl~cu~<;ed ln the next "'CCtlOll. 

RMI The likelihood that acts or repres~ion will lead to either act!l or 
Turmoil or InternaI War should be greater in !>ocietie!t where dio.!>ident'i are 
able to organize and mobilile resour('e •. 

TurmOl\: The effecl of organlled \"bour (ORG LAB) upon tran'iltiollS w"., 

slgnificanl ln only one model, for the transition from " SdllcllOn 10 .ln acl of Turmod 

Exponentlating the coefficient of 016 Inùlc"te", thdl d\ the Icvcl of org.lnl/cJ I"bour 

increases by 1%, the hM.lTJ of <1 tr"nsitlOn from .1 SdncllOn to Jn ,lct of Turmoil Incrc,,\c., 

by 1.6%. While thls i.., .i Sm.111lnCrC,I~e, it doc., follow the ùlrection propo,.cd hy the RM 

hypothesis. Howcvcr, the effect was m"'lgnlficdnt in every other model .wu W<l'> not even 

retained in any of the othcr fin .. tl moucl<; after backward c!imln"lion Il 1., po.,.,lblc th.!! 

this form of organiLation would be a bettcr predictor of more "routlllc" f"rm ... of lollcc!lve 

behaviour su ch as <;trike\ rather than forms of dls~iJellt hch.tvlOur. 

The next v"f1abJc in the RM group \<; the Civil RighI'> Index (CRICiHT) Ir... cffclt 

was insignificant 10 ,,11 of the tr"n<;itions to acts of Turmoli Il "ppe.tT'> th..tt the degrec of 

Civil Rights (,>uch as freedom of the prc<;s and frcedom of <I,><;embly) doc,> not <;Igndlc.!ntly 
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affect the ability of dissidents to mobilize towards aets of Turmoil, in the short term. 

Ethnie Fractionali7ation (EFRAC) performed only slightly bctter th an the other two 

RM indicators. The effect of EFRAC upon transitions ta Turmoil is significant only in 

the transition from a Sanction where its sign was unexpectedly positive Taking the 

exponent of the coefficient of .043 iudicatcs that as the dcgree of fraetionalization 

increases by 1% the hanrd of trrtlsition from a Sanction to Turmoil incrcases by 4.4%. 

This suggests that groups with Jess categoricaJ depth may be more prone tù respond to 

sanctions than to more conflictual forms of repression. Although insignificant, the sign 

of the coefficient from acts of high-leveJ repression to acts of Turmoil was negative, 

suggesting thal the effect of a large number of ethni ... cleavages may acl to reduce the 

ha7ard from more severe forms of repression. While il is treacherou!> to interpret 

insignificant effects, theories of ethnie conflict suggest that ethnie cleavages promote the 

formation of the organilations neces!>ary to reduce the custs of collective action. 

Conversely, the formation of organilations along ethnie cleavages could prcvcnt the 

formation of broader, nation-wlde coalitions necessary to react to more eXlreme forms of 

repression. Il is more likely that an individual ethnie group would react to milder forms 

of repression such as Sanctions because the perceived costs I)f such action would be less 

than the coste; of reacting dlone to more e;evere reprcsslOn. This could explain the negative 

and inslgnificant cffects for the transltion<; from more severe forms of rcpression. 

Political Party FractlOnalil'ation (PFRAC) was insigni ficant in ail transitions to 

Turmoil. In the two final mode\!> where it remained (in the transition from acts of high-

Icvel repression to acts of Turmoil and from Sanction to acts of Turmoil), its sign was 

positive, contrary to the RM hypothesis but not !,;lgnificanl enough to concluslvcly dismiss 

il. 

Intern,i1 W.n. Civil Rights Index (CRIGHT) was signifIcant only in the transition 

from acts of high-Ievel rcpre~slOn to acts of Intcrndl Wu. Exponentiating the coefficient 

of - .426 IOdicales that as a nation 'drops' in ranking by one point, the hanrd of a 

transition from an act of high-levcl reprcssion to InternaI War is rcduccd by 34.7% 69. 

69 Kccping in minci that the civil rights scale is scorcd from 1 to 7 where thc ability 
of dissidents to mobilil'c is lower in a nation ranked as 7 than a nation ranked as 6. 
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This supports the RM hypothesis sinee we would expeet it to be more diffieult for 

dissidents to mobilize opposition dS the Icvcl of civil rights is reduecd. 

Ethno-linguistic Fraetionalilation (EFRAC) was signifaeant only in the trdn!.ilion 

from a Sanction to an aet of Inlcrndl War whcre ils effeet wal> to inereallc the halard of 

transition by 2%. This relalivcly small erreet is lhe opposite of thdt predicted by the RM 

hypothcsis. However, sinee aets of InternaI War eould be earried out without broad 

popular support, it is likely that splintered ethnie groups would be likely to rcspond to 

repression with aets of Internai War. 

The effeet of Political Party Fraetionalization (PFRAC) was positive but 

insignificant in the only InternaI War model in whieh it remained, from aets if medium-

levcl rcpression to !lets of InternaI War Once again, its effeet was in the unexpcclcd 

direction but not signifieant enough to rcfute the RM hypothesls. 

Overall, the RM variables explained tittle of the variance III the huard ratc!. 01 

transition from repression to dissident reaetion. White none of the variables wcrc lIpecifle 

indicators of the ability of groups to mobilile for collcctive action, it is surpri~tng th.ll '1 

variable like the Civil Rights Index, which has bcen used by Muller (1985) a., an indic.llor 

of repression itsclf, produced only one significant effecl (albeil a strong cffect). 

EPD: The Iikelihood that aets of repression lead to either sets or Turmoil 
or Internai War should be greater in societies where the ratio or dhnie to 
politieal divisions is high. 

The variable ETHPOL measures the interaction bet wecn Elhno-ltngul~llc 

fractionalization and Political Party Fractionalization. ILs effect wa<; !.igniflcant only in the 

transition from act~ of low-Ievel repressJOn to acts of Intern.J1 War where It~ effecl wa~ 10 

increase the hazard of such a transition by 2.5%. AIthough tll\'; lend .. pdrll.J1 !.upportto the 

EPD hypothesis. il did nol approaeh significancc 10 any of the othcr modcI.. Where Il 

was Ictaincd arter backward dcletlOn, It<; cffect wa~ varicG For tran<;ltion<; tn ach of 

Turmoil, the sign of the coefficient was negative whilc in the other tran!.itJOn~ to ael .. of 

InternaI War, the signs were positive. Clearly, lhe data do not support the hypolhef>ilcd 

cffect. 

RTl: The Iikelihood thal aets of repre!>!!ion lead to either ach or Turmoil 
or Internai War should be ~maller ror military regime~ than for civilian 
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regimes. 

Turmoil The group of dummy variables represenling reglme lype were 

In~ignificant in ail tran"itions 10 Turmoil. Apparently, the likchhood ')f an cvent of 

TurmOlI following repre""lon is not significantly different under military regimes than il 

1<; under clvlllan rcgimcs Nor i!> thc diffcrcncc significémt under rcgimes which changcd 

~latus from 1975 to 1982, 

Internai War: The dfect 01 the dummy variable rcprcsenting military regime 

(MILREG) was positive and siglllficant in the transitions from two of the three "severity 

Încllcator<;" of reprcsslOn, ln thc transition from :lets of low-\cvcl rcprcssion, the hazard 

of an act of Inlernal War WdS 5 limes greateT thdn the hatard for civlhan reglmes (the 

rcferl'nce cat('gory), and 214 times grcatcr from acls of medium -levcl repression ta acts of 

InternaI '.';ar, Ir i<; clear that repression i" more likely to lead to a dissident reaction ln 

milit,lry regimes, cspecially rcprcssion of medium seveTlty Thus, for the transitIOn to 

InternaI War, Ihere is no support for the hypothesis thdt milItary rcgllnes should be more 

"successful" in u"ing represslOn 10 thwJ.rt dIssident Teaction, On the contrary, repression 

J.ppears to provokc su ch Teaction, cxcept in Ils most exlTeme fOTm (high-Ievel repression) 

where the effeel was Imignific.mt The results do suggesl that mihtary regimes may have 

le1>~ Icgitimacy and lhcrcfore, that reprc'ision may provoke d.\sIJcnt rcsponsc more than 

il does in civihan reglme~, Il 1" dlso possIble that the occurrence of act~ of Internai War 

in mihtary reglll1es i" sIm ply an drtifact of protracted wars which arc more frequent in 

')' 70 ml It<lry reglmes, 

RT2 The likelihood that aets of repres!llon lead to either aets of Turmoil 
or Internul Wur should be !lulilller for regimes which change from military 
to civilian status than for tho!le which change from civilian 10 military 
statu!!. 

Turmoil: The effeet of the Jummy variable rcprcsenting natiom whlch changed 

l'rom militMY to civilian rule (MILeIV), as weil as from civIlian to mililary (CIVMIL) 

70 As Appendix 3 ~hows, 30% of the 498 evcnts reported for military rcgimes were acls 
of Internai War. compared to 18o/c of the events Teporled for civilian regimes. 
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wcrc not retained in the lin •• 1 model of ally of the tfJn.,lllOn ... 10 Turmoil 7\ 

Internai War: The uummy VJrtJblc rcprc<;cntln!-'. n.ttlOn~ whH:h ch.lll!-'.ed 1 rOIll 

rnilitary to civilian stJtus (MILCIV) produccd <'lgnIlllJnl cffcel\ 111 twn DI Ihl' tour "pe\\~ 

or transitions. The hJJ'aro of Irall<,ltion from Ihe .Ich of low -\cve\ repH,,,.,lon 10 .ICi" 01 

Internai War wao; 16tirncs grcalcr 10 thc<;e Uluntfle<; thJIl Il Wot ... ulldcr Clvlll.!n rcp,lllle ... , .\110 

564 times !5reatcr from act ... of mcdium -Icrcl H.·pre ...... IOIl SlI1ce the Ir.uhlflOll !rom .ICI'> 01 

high-Ievcl rcprcssion lo .let ... of (nlnn.1I W,1f WJ<; 1I1"lgniflLtnl 111\ pO .... ,IO\c ln 11Itcrprellhc 

overall effcct a!> having an "Inverled U" ~hJpe <,lI1ee lhl' ha/drd of Ir.II1 .... llOn 1\ ... 0 n1udl 

higher in the rnedi um CJlegory. The d umm y variable tr..tn.,11 IOn from CI v 111.111 to nulll.1I y 

<;tatu!> (CIVMIL) WdS droppcd ln .Ill four Iran~ltlOn<, 10 Inlern,II W.lr, IndH,tllng 111.11. 

compared 10 civtllan rcglmc<" changes from uvdldn tn mdll,lry rule dlll not .tlll·cl the 

likcllhood of tranSlllOn from ,Icl<; of repre.,,,on to JI ....... dcnl rl',!cllon {'or n.llmn ... whlch 

changed from uvilian to rnlht.try n:glrnc<, Ihc SJme "Inverteu U" .Ippe.u<, yd .tg.lln l Hcpl 

thal the coefflClcnts arc imlgnlfic..tnt ln edch e<l ... e 

Over.lIl, there is con ... iderdhle ... upport lor the reglme ch • .IIlge hypothe"'I", .II 1e,I"t ln 

terms of those whlch changeJ Irorn rndlldry lo Clvllidn reglmc Whde Ill'" dtll1cult 10 

diseern the effeets of Ihe slruggle ror ehdngc il ... clf from the cfklh 01 thc ncw regllIIe 

Lype, it appears lhat incumbent elvIll..tn rcglme ... fdee more 'hM.tHh' If [hey .!pply 

repressive forcc. Once ag.un. 1111, conclu<,jon I~ c<,pecl.tlly len lIOU, ... Ince wc h.tvc no W,IY 

of dlslinguishing belween cvcnl~ whleh occurrcd hcfnfe, uUrlng, or Jftcr lhe ch.tnge of 

regirne. 

RT3: The likelihood that ad~ of rl'pre!>~ion ll'ad to either aeh of l'urmoi! 
or Intern .. 1 War should be lo'.\er in one-party ~tate~ them in mulli-party 
!ltates. 

Turrnoil' The only <'Ignlfleant cflcet f,)[ the dummy v.iTloIhlc reprc,>cnling OilC-

parly (PLSTRUC) ,>loiles wa<, founu ln the trdn'iltlOn Irom a S.mctlon lo dU,> of Turrnoil. 

In this case, the coefficient of - (,79 lI1dl cdte~ thdt the hJ/..trd for the one - p.!rty "'.lte ... w .. \ 

71 The lack of signifieance of variables ln the!-.e spclb rnay he duc to the ... molll numher 
of observations for nations whlch changcd rcglrne statu'i froll' 197510 19H2 (See AppendIX 
3). Only 2% of all 2303 Ob<iervdtÎons took pldee III the 3 reglrnc<, whlch changed frorn 
military 10 civilian Tule. 1 Fi;:, of ..Ill 2.~()3 ob'icrvatiol1\ look plJce in lhe 5 rcglmc,> whlch 
changed from eivdian to milit,ITY ... tdlu,> 
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'i(J 7 ft" of the ha/Jrd for multJ-p.trty .;;tdte<; Thl<; <;upport<; hypothesls RTl only for the 

lrdn<.,lllOn from d S.melion 

InlernJI War The only "'lgnlflednl cffeel for PLSTRUC wa<; found in lhe lran<;itJOn 

from an evenl of hlgh - kvcl rcpre<;<;lOn 10 .ln del of Interndl War whcrc the cxponcntiatcd 

cffeet of -2 22() Inùledle~ ti .. lt the hUdrd for the one- pMty ... tates WJ<; 10 W:r, of the ha7ard 

for mulll-p.trly <.,I.tle\ Thl<; ..11 ... 0 ... upporl ... the hypMhc<,i<; ... Idled above and is fairly 

con<;l\tent wlth the cffee! reporlcu for Turmoil 

ln geneTdl, the one-pMly ... 1,lIe ... arc le ...... hkely than multl-party sl<ltcs to cxpcncnce 

more inlen.;;e form<., of ùl ...... ldenl TeactlOn when thcy apply hlgh Icvel<; of rcprc<;~ion. It IS 

p()<;~ihle thdl Ihe IJd.. nf formJI pohtlcal oppo<;illOn allow" rcglmc<, lo bchavc more 

aggrcs"lvely (oWMd ... dl"'''I\.Icn(<; and thJl thi., dissuade" di"''''ldcnts from reacllng 10 hlgh 

levcls of repre"<;lOn One - party \IJlc<; MC al<;o les,; likely (0 cxpcricnce JCl'> of Turmoll 

followmg Samllo:1., Thl'> cffcel I~ not 'iurpnqng cOl1\ldcring thJt it 1 ... the<;c levd<; 01 

reprc<; ... I011 w}lIch y,ould he more commonly alI11cd al formai pohtlcdl partln ln thc<;e 

<;lluallOn<;, onc-pdrly \lal('c., arc le<;" IIkcly 10 cxpeflcnce vIOlence followlng dlh of low-

Icvcl lepre ...... lon than multl- party sldtes \Imply bccau<;e such lMgel., of sanctions do nut 

cxist 

WSPl: The Iikrlihood that acts of repre!osion lead to (>ither act!> of furmoi! 
or Internai War ~hould increase a~ the level of potential exploitation by 
trading partner~ increa!>c.,. 

Turmoll' The VJfI<lblc CONEX mea'iures the ConcentrdtlOI1 of Export Recciv\l1g 

N,Ilions. Ils effeU W,I!> slgmflcanl only In Ihe lranSI[H)11 lrom aels of medium-Icve] 

n.·prc!'> ... ioll 10 ,ICl<; of Turmoil, whcrc il., exponenliated coefficient Indlcales that as lhe 

perLent of concentrdllOn increascs r.y l'Y" the hMard of a transItIOn ln ,ln aLt of Turmoil 

incre,l"e~ by 142(}t>. From an cVl'nl of hlgh-lcvd repre<;<'lOn to an act of Turmoil the 

co\:fficÎcnl W,l'i pO!'>llivc hut Wd'; nol quilc 'ilgm fic,wl ln ,my case, ùi.,siùcnts ln nallon ... 

with fcwer IrJdmg pulner ... ,tri: more IJkcly to rc"pond tu rcpre'iSlOn wlth acls of Turmoil, 

"" Ie"..,l ln rcactlOn to <Iels 01 medIUm -Ievcl repreS<;lOn. 

The eff.:ct 01 "open dom" ver<;us "stJtc capit<lll~l" devclopment orientation is 

reprc!'>ented by the dummy vdriable DEVOR. Its cocfficlCnts werc in<;ignilicant in aIl 

.. pelis tow'lId Turmoil 



The effeet of CONEX lend" only mllllm,tl <'upporl 10 the \\'orhl S,,>ll'1l1 Pn.,l\\lln 

hypothesis While nation" whlch h,lVe hmited IrJdlOg p,Hlner~ ,wJ n,IIIOn\ \\llh "OPl'lI 

door" developmcnt oricnldtlOll'i would tcnd \0 he mort' prone to forelgn dOllllrl,lllon 01 

mternal politledl pwtc,,\e\, only the !ormer proJuccd d \lgrlIflLlf11 d kl l ,lIld Ihl'Il (lll" III 

the transItIOn fr0m ..tel'- of f1IedIUm-lcvel repre,\lon I() dU" 01 "urllloJl A, ,1 rc,ull, 

opponent'i of .1 goYCrnrnenl Of reglme \\hlth ,tl\ow<, Ilnlltcd d(lC," 10 Iq~IIIIl1,lll' !,olttll.d 

procc~"c'i <,houlJ he more Id .. dy ln f.lce dl!o...,ident rl,pOn\e to art.., 01 llledlum-1C\l'l 

rl'pression Howc\'cr, th!!o. ~upporl i" "mlted c.;lnce Ihe cfleel W.l' not \lgnlllLlllt ,llm,., 

ail levels of repre!o.~lon 

Intcrn .. d WM Conlcntr.ltlOn of Export RccelYlng Cellntrie\ (CONL\.) \\',1\ 

~:gnificant ,1Ild neg.ltlve only ln the tr.ln\ltlon from cyenl<; of low-Incl rcprl',,\('n 10 ,Ilh 

of Internai Wdf ln thlc.; ~pell, the e ... ponentÎ,tted coe!flclenl 1I1dlc.lle\ th,11 ,1\ Cllnll:nlr,lll(ln 

increasc\ V( the hMMd of Ir,tn"ÎtlOn ln .. n .Id (lf lntern .. d W,n Jecre",e\ hy 'i )'; Il 

appears th .. lt the hkellhood of .In dtt of InkrnJI W,1f f()llowlng ,ln .tll 01 lo\>. -1C\cl 

rcprc,>"ion ùccredc.;e\ .1" the number of tr,ldlng pMlner\ decre"'e\ Th" knd\ p.IIII,1I 

support to the WSP hypothc,Î" In other w(lrJ~, n.lllon~ whlth .He more Influelllcd hy .1 

small numher of 'ho.,1' n,ltIOn\ arc more '<,ucce.,,,t lIl' ln .lpplylllg Il,w Ievcl, o! reprn\lon 

Possible cxplanatlOn<, lor Ih" cffl:<.l will hl' dl\ru,<,ed 111 lh~' ne"'l \edlon 

The l'ffech of ue\elOpmCnl Oflenl,lllon were Illlxed ln the Inlern,d W.n "pell., ln 

the spcll [rom .let" of mcdlUm-kvcl reprl.<;'lOn 10 .ICi" of InternJI W.If, Ihe L'\pUIll:J1lld\cd 

coefficient mdlcalcs lhdtlhe hMard of dn Jct of lnlerndl W.tr fol\owlng.1n .ILl 0, rnedllllll

Icvcl reprCS~I()n ln "open door" reg1ll1C\ 1<; H 7(,-; of the h,lIard for '\I.tlc ("pILIIJ\I" rL')!lntc\ 

From acb of hlglt-Icvcl reprcs.,ion the ha/drd f...tlc for "open door" reglnH'> Wd., 'i Illlle, 

Lhat of "st aLe caplt<lh~t" fcglmC'i The ml\ld cffecl<; (lI Ihl ... vJfldble .lfe J!I!llull II) 

intcrprcl sincc thc cl fccl" wcrc both ~trong ,Ind in OppO\I\c dnet.lHlIl\ Over,dl, ,>upporl lm 

the WSP hypothc.~i" \<; weak Wllllc 1 he cocfticieJ11\ h .. d the correct <,Ign lor the Turntot! 

spclls, their effcch were l;mlled to Illc tran<;t!IOJ1 from evcnh 01 medlllm -Ievc\ rcpre."lon 

In thc Intcrnal War ~pclls, the coefficlcnt,> produccd "trong cffeth bul v,ilh nllxed "Ign<, 

whosc cffccts cannnt be readlly interprclcd with lhe lhcoTle,> pre\enled 
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Eff.·"t,> of Control V.Hidhlc\ 

Whde no hypothe\l\ were pre\ented concernlng the expecled cffect~ of the 

followmg v.Irl..thh~" prcvlOu, \tudlc,> dnd/or conclu\l()n~ drawn from the lilerdlurc on lhe 

,>ub-Sdhardn Africdn pollllcdl dnd hl"loricdl conkxl ~uggeq thdl they \hould he ddded to 

.Iny model .... hlch dttcmph 10 predlc.t Incl, 01 \Iolcncc or lO\tdbihty The following 

dl ... cu,~)()n of the dfeLl~ 01 the\c control \dfldhle\ I~ mednt to conflrm thclf IIl1port,lOCe.l' 

componen!', of e,l~h modcl rdther Ih,1I1 10 ~ugge\t cmplflcdl "fwdlng\ .. 

Civil W,lf (ClVWAR) A\ dl~cussed ln the methodology. th~ ~dmrk of Ob\Crvdtion~ 

of ael\ of Intern,11 W.lr 1\ dl\proportHHldtcly wClghted hy th()~e which occurred ln the four 

ndl\{)n" whlch wcrc cxpcfl~nclIlg clther e)\'11 Wdf (Chdd, Ethiopld) Of pfotrdctcd 

Inuependencl' moveml'nh (Zllllb.d1 .... C dnd Soulh Alflc,t) A\ e).,pectcd. tl11' vdflabk 

\lgndH"antly dffcctcd Ihe hdl,trd of lr,ln~ltl()n.., of .III tOllr lnlern.d W.u mode!, The 

'>lfonge\t eflect Wd., tu Incred,e the h,I/.nd of tr.ln ... ltlon from ,\(.(\ of hlgh-Icvel reprc.,'I(,n 

10 ae'· qf Interll,tl Wdr by liN' (- For tr.tn\Îtlon~ to TurmoIl, Il'- dlecl., wcrc COI1\1.,tcntly 

Ilegallve whlch me.ln~ that JI\",dent, arc le!>~ IIl .. c1y 10 responu 10 repre\<;lOn with protc~t'i 

or not~ ln IldtIOn'i expeflellung civil war. 

POIlU!.lt IOn (LPOP) l'he ndtural log of populdtlOn Wd~ Inc\uded follow.ng the 

examplc of IlIhb, (1973) who \ugge~t" controlling for Il -n oruer to o/"'"et the dfe( 1" of 

.1 n,IIIOn\ ","e SlI1ce th l'. v.trIJhlc WdS logged il 1\ difllcull 10 Interprct the coelfluclIt 

lIowcycr, the)' were con'il\lently ncgdtlvc exccpt 111 the trdn<;IllOn lrom cyent'i of lov.

lcvcl rcprc.,<;lOn to ,Ich of Turmod The ncg.tllve coefficient<, sugge,>l thdt the h<lldfd rdlc'i 

for tr.msilion<, /"wm dlffcren! lype\ of repre\~ion <irc lowcr for Idrger nalion5. Tr.c,>e 

cffect~ were '\lgmllc,lI1t in ~ of the R mo<.le!.. 

Grm\ Ndtlon,d Product! C.lplta- -197'i (GNP!C) Thl!> wa,> Includcd ln orU\:1 10 

control for e.lch n,ltlOl\'~ Icvd of cconomlc devcloJpment. Llke population, GNP/C WU" 

neg.llive in .dl of the trdn.,lllOn\ from ""evcrily" form~ of repres'>I()I1. Thesc codflclcnh 

wcre signIfie.1Il1 in only (WO trdn'>ltIOn'i dlld wcre very .,mall lhrou~ll(lul lIowcvcr, the 

cocfliuents lor tr.m~itions from Sdnctlons wcrc positive, sugge<;ting ,hat Sdnclioll~ are Iess 

Iole raled .IS nJt IOn'i becom C rIC he r. 

Hp,tory of DINdent Event'i 1965 10 ]975 (TOTATK and TPR). As descnhed in the 
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rnethodology, thcse varldhle~ ~ere IncluJeJ ln orJer 10 .lu:ounl lor ,\ n,IlIOn· ... pre\l\H .... 

event hlstory This ln turn fdedlt,lte<; the trc,Ilmenl of e,llh n,IlIOn· ... Ir,m'lllOn .... 1" "l·p.n.tll' 

obscrvation<; TOT AT K med ... ure ... the lot.!l numbel of dCl\ of lnlnn,tl W,II "hll h OllUIIl·d 

[rom 1965 to 1975. TPR me<l,urc<; the l(lldlnumher of Prole,h dr Rloh (our ddllllllOIl 01 

Turmai}) whlch oecurrcd ln the "dOle pertoJ E.I(,h W,I'" onlv enll:rcd Inlo Ihe l1lodl'l 01 Ih 

own cvent Iype 1 c , TOTATK ln the Inlernal W.n mode l, A, expelled. Ihe l'lied 01 

TOTATK W<l~ pO~ltlvC ln each lr<lo"'ltloll le wa~ "'Igntflldnt 10 t"o ul the luur Llkew!\e. 

TPR was pO"'ltlVC ln edeh trdn"dtlOn dnd po<;tl!ve 10 (hree of lour l'he mlnllllum th .... 

~uggc<;t<; IS lhal pd<;l lcvcl" of VIOlence po"ittvc\y affect pre,enl le\l~I\ 

Lcng h of Indcpcndencc- -197'i tl)SL75) A~ predl([cJ ln the methot\ology ,e((lon, 

lhi~ variable W<I:; .,Igniflcdnt in lhree of the elghl nlCHkl ... Although the COl'!IIUl'llh 

thcm'iclvcs arc ,mdlt, Irdn,l<lllOg them In:o el tell, reple,Cnl!lIg Jl1onth" or veM" In,le,ld 01 

days since Ither<llion hnng ... Ihem to IIfe ,onlewh.lt ror ImLlllll'. the coefflllellt 01 - (lO! 

from an l'vent of med!um-k\el rl'\Ht.'\\\on tn .Ill .Id ul Inlnn,1l \V.Ir InJIl.lle ... Ih.11 Ihe 

effeell~ 10 redule Ihe ha/drd hy ()W; per day 1 h" tr,In ... I,lte, JOlo .• rl'UUlllOll (JI 111 -I~('; 

per year whlch i" more IIlterprel.lhle ~lIlle .dl of lhe cocffluenh \\hlch Wl're ret.ll'lell 

werc nl'gative, il dppCdT<; Ih,ll older ... t,lle" arc le"" Id,cly tu C\peTll'IICC dl...-.ldenl hehdvlour 

folJawing repre~<;ivc l'vent" 

v. Discu~.,ion and Conclu!> on., 

Event-hl<;tory analysi\ has heen used 10 explore the "horllerm rcl<lllOn,hip hclwcell 

diffcrent IC\ieh of rcglmc fcpfl.· ... <;ion and dl""ldent fl'actlOn in ,uh-~,lharJn AfrlL! fro/ll 

1975 to I<>H2 Thc pnI11.try ad\Jnta~c of cvenl-hl"lory 1\ Ih<ll Il t,tke, ,tJv,tnl,tge 01 

informJtlOn on hot" thl: Clrder <lnJ tll\1\l\g of dt! Icrl.lll evcnh T11I., 1<, IMrlltuLII Iy ,ulleu 

to the present .waIY"'l'" hCl<lu ... e 11 en,lbk~ U'; to be mor..: tkdr .. boul the cl feth (JI 

feprcssion anu other C~V.tridtc~ lIpon lhe actudl hd1d\'lour of dl""ldcnh 

improvemcnt ovcr cro<;s-national studles ~hlch u\e .tggre~alc\ of Irom OIlC O!onth I() ten 

years 10 cstim"te .:!ffect<; on phcnomenon whlch dctudlly oelur frorn onc u.IY to the nexl 
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After examinlng the theoretlcal approachcs to the repre'i~lOn-dissent ddemma and 

the empincal studle'i whlch are denved from them, we concludcd thal Ihc fund.uncnt.d 

ddfcrencc helwccn the RC'iourcc Mohdl/atlun ,1Od Rddtlvl' DepnvdllOll dppiOache'i 

c()ntcrn~ the rolc of gncv,IIHC\ ln thc dccl'ilon-mJklng pr()cc~~ This <;pcClfIL.t1ly dffeLl< 

the dccl\lon 10 rc~pond to del'i of rcprC~"lOn ~Incc Ihey dellnttely have tht potentlal to 

cau~e ,lOger ,md fru'i(rJtlon (the UlICldl fdctor for RD) J~ weil J<; tn IncrC,ISC cosh of 

mobdl/dllon (thc cruelJI Ltllor for RM) Wc havc dttcmpted to use the re~ult<; to settle Ihe 

compet111g c1dim~ of the'ie two theOflC'i 

Our result'i concernlng the much studlcd shape of the rel.ttion'ihip be!ween 

rLprC\'oI0n ,1lId 101Iective polJtlc,d \ IOlenee \ugge'it l'ither J "U -<;hape" or "Ncgdtlve LlneM" 

rel.ltl()n\hlp hctwccn reprc<;\lon ,InO dch of Intcrndl WJr U\lng rcpre<;\lon ll10lCdtor, 

wluch lom hUle nlO" of the dllllel1\lOn.., of pre\ IOU\ ~tuole<; .I/ld ~ugge'>ll()n.., hy Ihen crillC.., 

(Snyder, \97(1, LIChh.llh, \C)X7) lH found that the likelihood of act~ of Internai War doc, 

dedine a1> the lever of repre!>!>ion increa1>l'1>, up to !tome thre .. hold within our medium 

category "here the Iikelihood either increa1>e~ or continueo; to decrea!>e l he qreng!h of 

the "lJ -'ih.tpe" rcl.llJ()n~hlp wllhl'1 lhe flrq tcn Jdy~ ,t1lov,~ U.., ID gne \ilghlly mure welghl 

to the "U -\hd(1e" rclJlIOmlll(1 o\cr the "Neg.tll\e Llne,n" rL'I,lllon\hlp '1 hl~ ,1I11blgllll) 1.., 

,lctll,t1ly ln ,lgre('lllenl Wilh lhe pre\lou'i fllldlllg\ 01 I1lhh.., (1(J7~), SJnoer.., (l'ml) dnt! 

Llchh,lch (11)~7) .tnd \ugge..,h th,!l uwte\lu.tl factor\ not ed"d) .ILLollntcd for 111 .t m CTO

quantllatne .1Il,dY'iI'i .. !Creet the prohdhdlty (lf fl'actlOn 10 rcprC\,lOn Irorn the meJllllll to 

the high lcvel A~ d re,ull, wc condud·: :h,ll no c1ear pattern emerge~ beyond tht' 

exi!llence of II higher hazard rate for Internai War fOllu"lIIg act<. of 10" -Iel'el n'pre1>1>ion 

compared to hanlrd1> following ad1> of medium and high -Ielei repre1>.,ion Neycrthclc", 

OUI re\ullo, cle,lIly do !l-'ll ..,upp0r! the RD predlLllOn, 01 .t ,trong cl fcct Irplll evenlo, 01 

medlum- kvcl rcpre",lOn 

Evidcnce lor .tn "lnverkO U" rcldtion~hlp wa, found bel ween fcprC"IO!l and ach 

of Turmotl, e,peclally v, it'lIIl the firs! !{!!1 days followlIlg .In act of rcprc<,slon, Compared 

wlth the crrect 01 rcprC,>"lOn upon Intel n,li W,lf, It appeJr" tlt,lt, ln agreement wlth the RD 

hypothe'>I', dh ... ident!> or participanb in mOl'e 1>pontillleou .. el'enb lih.;.- prote .. ts and riot1> 

ure prol'oked by medium /evds of reprt'ssion while they arp insuffïciently provoked by low 
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levels of repression and are dis~uaded by high level~ of rt'pre!o~ion. 

Turning to factors which h.ne been hypolhe\l/ed (0 .II/L'LI the rel,lIlon"llIp hl'lWl'l'n 

rcgimc rcpres~lOn and dl""ldenl re.icllOn, mlx~ù ,>uppnrl \\,1'" founù lm lhe Rel,lll\ l' 

Deprivation hypothe,>i .. Ir.fldlion pfoved 10 be d "lfOIl!!. lI1ùlldlor (If the hL'lahood of "lh 

of InternaI W.tr followlng .III IC\lcl" (Jf repre .... lon SlOce mfl.\IHlI\ 1'> ,\ gnod Indll,llor 01 

Individudllcvel economlc grtCVdncL~, lhe qrength and con"l'itency of lhl, Indll ,Ilor pro\ Ide 

strong support for the RD hypothe"l'i Il appear!o th .. t di .. !oidenh an' mort' Ii"-dy to 

re!tpond to ail levels of repres!tion with act~ of Interrléll War "ht'Il inflation j., at a hiJ.:h 

level InfiJllon .\1"0 Incr~J\cd the llkellhood of dei, of TUfllloll. hlll nol ,1'" l'JI1"I,ll'nllv ,1\ 

Il dffected dch of Intl.'rn,d Wdr Thc,c landlllg, h,I'>ll.lllj \UPport (iurr', ulntentlOn th.lt 

'iubjcctlvc depriv.ltlOn pl.ty .. ,\11 Imporl,\I1t rok 111 the dClI,lon b" dl"llknh tn l'ng,lge ln 

polllicai vIOlence Ill" .tl.,o 11\ agreement Wilh the emplIll,tl umelU'>lOl1\ \lI C.HtWflght L'l 

al (1985) who found, in d 'iolmple 01 Afne.\I1 ,lTld A\ldll noll)()Jl\, th,lt IndlVldu,aI dnl\\OI1\ 

ta partlelpdte ln aet" 01 revolullOn Wefe slgniflc.lIltly .iffected hy the lurrcnt ,>Llle of Ihe 

cconom y. 

Whde InfldtlOn perlormeJ a<; cxpecteu, \lgnÎfl('\I1tly \llCred~lIIg the h,lI.ml 01 

transition In .III four of the Intern,t1 War mode\<;, the effech of (;NP per lolp:l.t growth T,Ile 

(GNP/C-G) were con\!',lenlly ln lhe 0pp0..,lte dIrectIOn from lh.t! predlLled by the RI> 

hypothe~ls The \trc!1gth 01 Ih dfel!~ where Il l, "Ignlillolnl ~ug!!e\h lh,lt other falll)r., 

may Întcrvene in the rclallon"hlp For lIl~t.tnce, ,1., wc menlloncJ .lbO\e, Il 1\ jlo\"lblc 

lhdt econOffilC growth ,Ii fcch he llkehhood of dl,.,ldcllî bchd\ lOtir ln t wo of 1 ·.,clling w.ty\ 

FIT~t, dS ln DoI"le,,' c!.t""IC <ifgumel.l \lO()2), ... ueh gro\lith lotdd Iedd to ra.,lllg cxped,ltIOI1\ 

which makc people k"" lokrdnt of fqumc rCpf\.~""I()1l In Ih1'> l,I,e, growlh would h.t\c .t 

po~itive cffeclupon lhe likelihood of dl,>.,ldent re.tcllon III rcprl"'\O!1 On thl nther h,ll1d, 

as an indicalor of perfolffiJ.I1CC, economie growth ,>hould Inc:::.I.,c the 1C)!,ltlm,lly 01 lhL 

regimc or govcrnmcnl ln the "ecf'nd C.I\C, growlh 'Vould h,l\c ,1 ncg.tllve cf ft:d IIpon lhe 

Iikclihood of rcactlon lo repre",",lOn SlIlce bOLh effett,> (oulLl occur Qlllult.l!1vou,>ly, thl., 

eould explall\ lhe puor perforlll.tnee of Lhi" Indll.tlof 111 the lLII1.,ltIOIl\ (rom low <l1](j 

medium leveh of reprC.,.,lOn Il wouIJ he Inlere\llng to me,l,>ure the Illlefdcllon bdwcl:l1 

the cffccts of ceonomlc growth dnd incquality .,Îllec "uch .t Lomhindtiol1 would 'fuel' r1\I/lg 



expec1dtion<; Unfortunalcly, no rclldblc inequalily indicator was avatldblc for thl~ sllldy 

Turning ta Re~ource Mobîll/allOn factor'i, our rcsuIts dre even le!. ... clear What i ... 

cleM 1\ th.11 our RM mdlc.ltof\ dld not mea\ure the phcnomcnon of mobtli,allon a'i wcll 

a .. our RD indlc<ltor\ mCd'iured 'iource:" of gflcv.lIlce'i Where lhey dld produee slgIllfleant 

cffeCI\, the RM IndlC.dlor" only dl feclcd Ihe hàl.ud rdte of trdn~ltlOn from lhe lowc!>t 

lcvcI'i of repre"'>lon (S,mctlOn dnd low-\cvcl rcpre!.\lOn) E\en 'iO, thclf erfcch were ~mall 

The v<lfI<lblc ... whlch le.t,ure lhe extenl of fdly\ CATNET (categofle .... md networks) dl.,o 

pcrformcd poorly Ethno-bngUlqlc frdctlOnJllldtlOn hy Il,,eIf 'ilgOlflc,llltly ,.rrecled the 

trdmlllOn ... from Sdnclion'i to hoth Turmod and IntcrnJI W.u but wa" In'ilgnlllcdnl in the 

other modd" Thl ... <;uggc..,h 1hdl numerou<; ethmc ck.tvage'i .tffeel 1he h\...cllhood of 

respon<;e to 'form,t1' f(lrm ... of rcpre ...... lon hut not to aet u.tl dch or · ... cverity' rOrnl'i 

Spcculation .1\ to the rC,I~nn fm elhnluly'<, Ilnllted cfled\ will be ,1\Olllcd "II1Ce our ffidin 

eoncern 1\ to evalu.tte il<., cf/L'd, upon the ,Ihdlty of d",>ldent<; to nlnbdl/c In this legdrd, 

whIle ethnlc clcavJge\ may InCred'iC the actu.!1 number of ethnie c \tegoncs whieh could 

be used d'i b.t,>e\ ot mobdil.ttlOn, they (.Ould dl ... o he dl\'l~(\'e in thelr cffeet'i on 

mohdll..ltlon of d""ldent... acro~~ Cthl1ll dIVl\lOn~, a~ hd'> heen the ea,>c tn <;trugglcs ln 

Zlfllb.!bwc and ~()lIth Afril.t 

Pohtlcal PMty FrJctlOn.tli/dtlOn (prRAC) Wd~ 1n'ilglllflcJnt ln ail model'i, Illdicdtlllg 

lh.!t the CXl\tencc of mulllpk politledl parite,> docs Ilot nc\..~cc.lrily improvc the .thtlity of 

(.lIssidcnts to l110blllle ~uprort for collcclive dction again'>t a r.:glme Wilde It 1<; yO~"lble 

th.tt the degrce of polltlc.\l P,lrly fral tlonJII/.ltlon would only cl fect the mobdildtion of 

legltllll.lte form,> 01 oppml!lOn, thl'> ~hould 10 turn redùec the probabtlJty of dis~ldent 

rcspon<,e to rqHl'''''lon The fdU th,\I It Wd<., tn'>lgnlftc,wt throughout suggC'its th.!t It J<KS 

Ilot affect ellher type of re~pon"e, lU the ~horl term 

The lllultlplildtl\C IIltcr,lctlOn lerm nlcd'uring the 1,llio of ethnie to polttleal 

IractlOnalll,llioll (ETHPOL) wa'i te~led separ.ttcly ,lIld wa" "lgndlclI1t in on[y oni! modd 

(Irom low-Icvcl rL'rrr~\ion to IntL'ln,tl Wdf) where Ils crleet WdS moder,ttcly <,trong Only 

III lhi., lllnited l'\"l' doc,> the evidence ~lIpport the eonelu~lOn of Hannan and Carroll 

(l981 2~) tl1.lt the combw.ltion of ethnlc and poiiticai dna<,IIY plOduccs mstahihty. 

OVl'rull. lhe direct und incllll'ct nH'a~Urt'~ (lf the llbiJity of db~idcnb to mobilize did flot 



con!>istently affect the likelihood of dissident reactlOn '0 re~ime repre~~ion 
The graphical rcprcscntdtion of the ha/ard r.lte~ tn .ICt~ of Intcrn.d W.tr revl'cd, .1 

consistent n"e from the flr,>l Udy 10 lhe ~ccond follow;ng .ln .It t of repre"<'101\ TIll .. loulll 

be interpreted as evidence that (1a""ldenl" requlre a "hart l.lg penod 10 mohlllle lollowmg 

an aet of lepre~sion But the moll'/dluHI for o;,uch a dd,lyed, rdtlOnal re.lcllOn, cou Id "ho 

be a rc,,~ . of fru"tration or .lnger stemmlng from th, .. percelveJ InJu,>tlce of ,1 Cl'rt,lIn !cYl'1 

of represslOn (Gamson ct al, 1982) ln other word", the evide'lcl' of a lag period, combint'd 

with !'\ignificant errects for grievance levcl variable!> alld laq.:~ly ill~igll1ficéllil l'ffec\!> for 

Resource Mobilization variables, sugge~ts that nt'ither the RD or RM ~c1IO()I., b 

independently capable of explaining the likelihood of re<lctiom to repre1\.,ioll Th" 

finding i" in agreement wah th, ork of Plndrd (1971, 19H1), G.lln..,on ct ,li (1')X2) 

Klandermano;, (1984) who cntlccilly o;,ynthe'l/c the RD dnd RM appTnache\ 'l'here 1" ,,1,,0 

no indicatIOn thdl RM VdTldblc .. dre hettcr prcdictor\ of dl~"luellh event~ wllllh requlre 

more pldnning dnù orgdni/dllOn, or conver!>cly, that RD v.ITI,lhle<, .Ire heuer pfl~dICtor .. 01 

more spont,\neou~ event .. ~uch do;, dct" 01 TurmOlI 

Turning to the cffech of reglme type, the result~ indicdte th,11 mtlildry rq~llne ... a ... 

well as IhO'>e ln trdn~lllOn from mIltldry to elvdlan or clviiId·} to rndlt.trY, .tre Iloi 

significantly dIfferent from cn Illdn reglmcs ln lhelf cffect on the iIkeiIhood of '1 urlllod 

folll)wing aet<; of rcpreo;,"lOn The re~:..lts do .,how lhat both military n'gime ... ,1IId tho.,e in 

transition from military rule to civilian rule are mlJre likely to cxperience ad., of InternaI 

War following low and medium levels of repre,>:,ion than clvili,lD regillle ... , hut are Ilut 

signific~lDtly different in tenn~ 01 rhk f'ollowing a high level of repre .... ion or 'ollowillg 

a Sanction. Thu'i, it 1\ c1c.H not only th,11 more .lcl'> 01 repre ...... \On 1.lI-c pl.lee III nlllll.\ry 

regime ... th an clvilldn (Wolpln, 19B(»), huI dho th"t JI,\,,!cnh arc mOle IIkely 10 re ... pond to 

such rcpre~~lon wlth ,lctS ot Intern,II Wdr lIowcver, condu,ioll'i lOnlernIn)!. Il.ltlOl1 ... Wl)llh 

changed rcglmc type dllTlng Ihl' tlme-perlOd.tre tellllOU<' -"I1CC Ihe dlcl!., for the ... e Il.ltH)!1'' 

may Teflcel the "truggle for tr,tn"'ltIon rdlher th,1ll lhe rel.ltlomhlp of rcprc ....... on and 

reaclion unuer these Iwo dlffcrent reglme typ':'" Wlthout HlOU/lll/lg 101 the tl!1l11lg 01 

such tramillOns, il would be ullw.lrrdnled 10 .,peculdte .Ioout the dfelt<. of ,>ulh dlJ.nge,> 

of regime lype. 
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Comp.tring one-parly and mulli-parly states, it appcars thal the former arc more 

'<;ucce'i~ful' in applying both Sanctions and high levds of represslOn. One-party states arc 

con<;iderably !css IJkcly to expenence acts of Internai War followmg high levels of 

reprCSl'lon and arc aJso Jess likely to expencnce acts of Turmotl followmg a S.tnclion. We 

surmhe that one - party ~tatt's may get away with applying more extreme forms of 

repre!l!lÎon !linee no formaI politieal opposition exhts to officially eounter sueh aets. Il 1S 

al'io more IJkely that the mtlitdry IS more con'iolidated under a onc- party regime or 

governmcnt than under a multi-party regime where the loyalty of the military is more apt 

to be conte~ted (Janowitl, 196429). As a result, dIssidents may be more rductant to act 

agamst a strong, ccnlrali/ed rcglme which ha., the support of the military. 

The cffects of World Sy'item PO'iltion indicate thdt as the number of trading 

partner'1> decrea'ies, ndllOns 'ue more hkcly to experience Turmoil following acts of 

medium anù high -Icvel repre'i'ilOn, but arc less liJ.,c1y to e'<penenee aets of Internai War 

following dct<; of low-Ic\cl repres~ion 

Finally, the effeel of devclopment orientatIOn (DEVOR) ... ugge'it'i that "op('n door" 

regime~, thmc mo<;l vulncrdblc tn Internai pohtical control, arc le'>5 :Ikcly lhdn "state 

capllalist" regime ... to experil'nce dei,> of Internai War Immediately fullowing acts of 

medium-Ievcl rcpre'>"lon. Howcvcr, "open door" reglmcs arc slgnificdlltly more Itkely tü 

expeTlenee acts of Interndl WdT l '\!\lWlI1g aet<; of high-lcvei represc;ion Il appe,lfS that the 

controlling cffeeh of c\tcrnal ('COnomle/polttlc,tl intcrest'i MC hmited to aLl~ of low and 

Illedium-levcl rcprc!>slOll. Bcyond th, ... , represslOn by cxtcrnally inllueneed regimes 

produce\ qrnng dl\sidcnt rcadion If, a" Tllnberlakc .llld Wtllt..tms ~uggest (1984), nalIOns 

with hnlltcd tfddlng pdrtnCr\ <Ire more polttieally cxclu<'lvc, the~e re~ults modify this 

interpretation by ... uggesting thut ~uch exclu!livity promote., less threatening forms of 

dbsident beh.\viour (Turmoil) while il dis~uades more threatenillg behaviour (InternaI 

Wnr), up to a point, whl're the effects of external influence actually inerease the 

Iikelihood of threatening dis~ident response. 



Conc\u,ion 

From the beginning It was hopcd that wc would be ,Iblc 10 dl!lcover when Tcprc!l,>iof' 

works to stifle dissident behaviour and when Il backfired and aClually provoked ~ueh 

bchaviour. After analyzing [he p!"evious empirica\ dpproaches as weil as the rCliult'. of the 

present study, it appears that the shape (Jf the relatiunship between <lcts of reprcs~ion ,lOd 

spontaneous forms of dissident reaction (defined here as Turmoil) IS dlfferent from the 

relationship between aets of repression and more orgdnilcd form~ of di\"idenl rCdelion 

(Internai War). SpecIfically, acts of Turmoll arc more hkcly 10 lollow dlh of me.hum

lcvel repression while acts of InternaI War arc more likely to fol1ow deh 01 \ow li., wcll 

as high-Ievcl repression. However, these conclusiom are "omcwh,lt tcnt,ltlvc duc to the 

existence of mixed evidence within each group of tran"itiom. In both ed~C" (Turmoil and 

InternaI War) there 15 some evidence for a "Negative Li.lcar" rcloltlOn"hip whH.h kn,.h ,>ollle 

support to the Re50urce MoblltzatlOn Interpretation of ~lrictly cO\I- bendlt dC("I~i()n 

making whcre the Iikclihood of di,sidenl response dccrca',e~ ,1'\ thl' w.,t 01 mobdl/,llion 

(n,ca~urcd hcrc by pcrcclved \evc\ of rcprcli~lOn) Incre<llieli Wllhout more det,lIlet! 

evidence of thc context withln whlch dls~ldenl\ re"ponù to .,peutle ach (Jf rcprc.,.,.on il I~ 

Impossible 10 offer more precl~e conclusion<;. 

Likewise, the explanoltory power of Ihe p.Hlidl moùel., Indlc.tte~ lh,ll d '>lgnIfilanl 

amount of variation In the halMd of lran\ition from dn olet of repre".,lon tn :\0 ,Ict o( 

Turmoil or Internai War has yCllo he expl,lined There 10., httlc douhl 11t,lllhe rel.lllOll\hlP 

bctween reprc'\sion ,md di"sident redctlOn c,moot he t ully expl.Iincd Wllhoul .Ill 

understanding 01 the dCtU:11 conlexl withlll whlch Ihe e1/enh ol 1111, \luJy O( (Ill rcd Mo,1 

importJntly, thi~ study IdCkcd tnfOflnoltion on bolh lhe Idrgeh 01 lepl('\\IOII .Ind Ihe ,ILtor., 

ll\volved. Wlthoul knowlng whether the t"rgel" of Illl repreo.,\lon .tre Ihe ",Ime a, Ihe 

dissident aetors, Il i<; difflcllIl to vel 11 ~ whethcr the JI".,u.knt., olle "Llu,lIly e"pon(lIng 10 

rcpres:"ion <l!med al them Whik thl., hnlll.ltHlIl 1" IInplll t,mt Il \, nel \<, J,lm.li',lng .1" Il 

might appcar. From a 'ratlDll,d dctor' per<;pcctlvc, Il moly lI()t 1ll,lller .II whom IhL' 

repre~!\lOn .~ almed 'Ratlon<l)' 1l1~~IJenh u'>c the oh"erv,t! 't>1l of Ihe reglllll' or goverllllH .. nl 

rcsponse to e<;tÎnl.lte whether theIr own olctlOn wIll be mcl wllh rCpre,\IOIl, ,lIld If '>0, 

whllher the expeclcd Icvcl of repn'>dl wIll outwclgh the p0.,.,1 bic helldll<. of (helr dctWIl 



Such in formation can be obtained by observing the repression of other targcts. The sarnc 

is truc for the RD perspective. In this case, while the feelings of 'frustration and 

aggression' arc alleged to be fell subjectively (Gurr, 1970:238- 239) it is quitc plausible that 

an individual or group could act upon deprivations experienced by one of their kind, 

tl.ough not personally. 

The shortcomings of the approach used in tbis study arc testament to the cornplexity 

of the rclationship between repression and dissident reaction. The lack of explanatory 

power of the partial modeb indicates that the context of the interaction between a regime 

and its dissidents must be ta ken into account. Tbe present study has attempted to account 

for sorne of the contextual factors by analyzing both the <;cqucncc and timing of evenls. 

By not doing the same, previous researchers examining the simple bivariatc rclationship 

betwcen repres!>ion and political or collective violence have been exploring too complex a 

question with toob th.lt are tao simple. Yet even those who seem to realize the complexity 

of the function arc quick to includc reprcssion in a larger equalion ot political violence 

without solving its internaI secret (Smelser, 1963, Gurr, 1971; Hibbs, 1973; Hewitt, 1977; 

Tilly, 197R). Our rc<,ults suggeo;t that, ln agrcement with Lichbach (1987) more emphasis 

~hould be placed upon dn undcrslanding of lhe lactical cholces facing both dissidents and 

rcgimcs or govcrnments Only then can rchable predictions about the cffccts of repression 

be added to a modcl which cxplains polilical violence 

Il also appearo; that while cost- bene fil analysis appear to be important determinants 

of the decision lo rc<,pond to acts of repre<'Slon, gncvances can affect the determination of 

thcse cost!> and bencflts Cle.trly, the combtned .,trength., of the two primary theorics arc 

nceded (0 C \ l'lai n more ~ig.n 11 l("ant portiom 0 f the v drian cc in collccli ve action and 

violence. 
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Appendix 1 

Countries Included in the Sumple:1 

Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Carneroon, Central Arrican Rcpublie, Chad, Equatori,lI Guinea, 

Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liheria, Madaga!.c.tr, 

Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sencgal, Sicrr.\ Lcoi\c, 

South Afriea, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania (forrncrly T (lDganYlka), Togo, Ug,lOd,J. 

Upper Volta, Zaire, Zarnbia, Zimbabwe. 

Countries Excluded Due to Missing Data: 

Angola, Comoro Islands, Congo, Djibouti, Guinea-Bissau, MOlambique. Ndlllloi". 

Reunion, Sao Tome + Principe, Seychelles. 

1 Source: Taylor, Chade., L. and DdVld A. Jodiec !9i{1. The WorlJ Il.wJhook 01 
PolItieal and Soeldl Indicatorc:, III 1945-1c)~2. (Ann Arnor The Inlcr-Unlver'>lly 
Consortium for Politleal Mid SOCIal RCSCdHh ) 



Appendix 2 

Descriptiun of EYent History Data Set 

The app:-~dch suggested by Allison (1984:51) for data with repealed cvcnts suggests 

that each intervaI b<>twe.:n evcnts fOi a given country arc treated as an individual 

observation. As a result, the data set can be represented as fûl\ows: 

6481 552 o 3"0 o o o 

2 6488 552 7 o 350 o o o 

3 6505 552 24 17 o 350 o o o 

The second observation indicates that for country 552 (Zimbabwe) on the 6488th 

day from 1960, an event classified as an a('~ of ';.'crmoil (Protest or Riot) occurrcd. Il 

occurred 7 days aCter an cvent of Internai War which was classified as highly rcprc!'sivc 

(the variable "durhi" stands for "duration or numbcr of days since evenl of high levcl 

repression). 

Likewise, the third observation indicates that for country 552 (Zimbabwe) on the 

6505th day from 1960, an event classified as an act of Internai War (lW) occurred. Il 

occurred 24 days Crom the date of an cvcnl classificd as highly rcprcssivc (the Inlernal 

War event in observatioll 1) and 17 days from an evcnt of medium severity (the protest or 

riot in observation 2). 
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.. 

Cross-tabulation of Regime Type by Dissident Act. 

Dissident Act 

Tu/W)il Internat ua,. Total" 

Regime Type 

Mil itary (Mitreg) 27 (SX) 151 (30X> 498 

(9.6"> (32.9X> 

Clvllian (Civreg) 215 (14") 272 (18X> 1508 

(76.8"> (59.3"> 

Military-Civilian 2 (5"> 10 (23"> 42 

Transit. (Milciv> (.7'''> (l.2X) 

Civilian-Military 36 (14"> 26 (10.2"> 255 

Trans i t. (Civrnil) (12.9X) (5. 'lX) 

Total 280 (100"> 459 (100X> 2303 

Key: Numbcrs in each ccli represent frequencies of observations. The top numbers in 
parcntheses arc row percentages and the bottom number in parentheses are column 
percel'l tages . 

• Besides dissident acts, total observations in .... · Jdc events like elections, rcgular 
cxccutive transfers, regimc support dcmonstrations, artd strikes. Since they are not 
included in the analysis, these obser':ations are omitted from the table . 
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