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CHAPTER l

INTROOOCTION

In the practice of Group Work, the a1m 1s to f1t recre~

t10n to 1nd1v1duels and groups 1n the spec1f1c situat1on. In

addit10n to constants, such as the need for secur.Lty and growth,

var1ables and different1als must be considered. This thesis

is a study of the membersh1p of the Rosemount Boys' Club, 1n

Montreal, during the first s1xteen months of the agency's

operation, ending in July, 1950, 1n relat10n to the community

in which the Club 1 s located. The aim 1 s to show what the

work of the agency anould be in relat10n to the needs of 1ts

members, as revealed by tb1s study.

The present research undertak1ng 1s a study of the mem

bership of an organ1zation still 1 n 1ts early stages. As one

would expect, much of the work done by the Rosemount Boys'

Club dur1ng the first s1xteen months of operation might be

cons1dered to have been experimental in nature. The build1ng

was made possible by the Kinsmen Club of Montreal, and was

opened in April, 1949. Upon completion, the Rosemount Boys'

Club was incorporated and the property was tran sferred to the

Corporat10n. The Kinsmen Club of Montreal had further obli

gation in that its members agreed to finance the operation of

the agency on a decreas1ng scale for eight years. At the end

of that time, Welfare Federation of Montreal 1s to assume full .

responsibil1ty for its operation.

The Rosemount Boys' Club is a member of Boys' Clubs ot

- 1 -
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Cana~a, which ia affiliated wi th Boya' Clubs of America. Re

quirements for membership in these national organizations are

based on the philosophies, broad general aims, and methods of

Boys' Clubs of Canada, and America. Boys' Clubs are to be

found everywhere in Canada and the Uni ted States. A main con

cept of Boys' Clubs is that humac resources must be preserved

if' national resources are to be preserved. Boys are consid

ered one of the main assets of the nation. The experience of'

Boys' Clubs generally has been that delinquency in an area

drops shortly atter a boys' club i8 established. It is thelr

feeling that if a boy is busily engaged in sometllng in whtch

he ls interested then he wl1l keep out of trouble. Thus in

addition to the deslre of' Boys' Clubs to provide members with

experiences which will enrich their lives, the organization

wishes to function in the area of preventinn of' juvenile del

inquency.

After the Rosemount Boys' Club had been in operation for

f'i ve months, a program for girls was started. The gl rIs had

the status of associate members. There were a limited num

ber of' girls and their use of the building was restricted to

specifie days and hours. A part-time girls' worker was em

ployed to be 1n charge of this work. This came about as a

result of the insistence of the Council of Soc1al Agencies.

end the Welfare Federation, that some attentlon be g1. ven the

glrls of the area.

The Rosemount Boys' Club is now a major resource for

group life in Rosemount, which is a ward of the City of Mont-
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real. It was a realization of a social planning process which

dated back Many years. The plan was not superimposed on the

community, but grew out of a real need for recreational facil

ities tor school-age children in Rosemount, about which large

numbers of persons were convinced. The present study has rel

evance, particularly at this time, because the agency wiSles

to meet the needs of the group that needs it Most. It is a

fair1y new agency in a community marked by rapid growth and

change. In the main, this study i s exp Lor-abo r-y in nature.

Among other things, it attempts to present the operating ex

perience of the Rosemount Boys' Club during the first sixteen

months, critically reviewed and eva1uated. Previous studie~

made by Boys' Clubs of Canada and the Montreal Boys' Association,

have proved Most helptul as a background. They bave provided

a frame of reference and are presented, in sorne detai 1, at

appropriate points in the pages tha t fo110w.,

Certain questions fa1l in 1ine wi th the writer t s main int

erest. These have been studi ed more intensively man 0 thers

whlch, while equa11y important, must be considered outside the

competence of this study. For example, the wr.l. ter does not

attempt to deal, in an lntimate way, wi'th the structure and

organizatlon of Rosemount. The nature and extent of segre

gation of groups withln Rosemount Blong race, class and relig

ious lines, as well as their relationships, are questions for

further study. The writer's main interest, as previously

stated, has been 1n the work of the Rosemount Boys' Club, and

the membership between April, 1949, and July, 1950. 8ince the
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population of Roaemount, like the population of Montreal as a

whole, ia so largely French by ethnic origin, a atudy ot , the

French community in Rosemount would be a study in itself.

Questions related to the community have been treated in a

general way, where they have been treated at all.

In addition to the above qualifications and limitations,

certain prellminary study plans have had to be mod1fied, or

put aside, due to the fact that there were insufficient data,

or that, where they did exist, they were not availàble for use

in this study. Nevertheless, the writer feels that she has

been Most fortunate in securing much valuable material for

study and information, from sources both primary and secondary,

wh1ch has been gathered around major questions such as those

which follow.

Where is Rosemount, and what ls its location, size, end

functlon with respect to the City of Montreal? What is the

relationship between the past and the present, how has Rose

mount changed and what have been the reasons for tbis change?

Of wbat .lements does the population of Rosemount consiat?

Vlhat ecological pattern l1es at the base of social contacts

in Rosemount, and what is the cultural and social organlzation

wh1ch has resulted from these contacts? Does the population

of Rosemount need to go beyond its own boundaries for supple

mentary experlences, or does the population of Rosemount

possess the basic insti tutions by whi ch a common life i s made

possible? What is the nature and the extent of Rosemount's

dependence on other parts of Montreal? What are the l1nes of
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commwl1cation between the two? What condi tions or situat ions

in Rosemount would tend to make life pleasant 0 r unpleasant?

In short, what cultural and environmental influences might be

expected to nave a bearing on the lives of members of the Rose-

MOunt Boys' Club and their families, and thua on the work of

the Roaemount Boys' Club?

How did the Rosemount Boys' Club come into b eâ ng , by whom

is it ownad, and how ia it administered? What opportuni ti e s

does the Rosemount Boys' Club afford, what are the program

facilitles? Whom dld the agency serve between April, 1949.

end July, 1950, in terms of numbers, age, and sex? What pro

portion of the total population, of siml1er age, of Rosemount.

1n 1941, was served by the Rosemount Boys' Club? What araa ot

Rosemount d1d the Rosemount Boys' Club. serve? Was th1s area

distinctive in anyway? What was the incidence of delinquency

1n Ro semounb end in the mambership? Was there my evidence ot

a "delinquency area" in Rosemount? How far did members co me

to the agency from thair homes? Was there a relation between

members' ages and the distances they came? Was the site of

the Rosemount Boya' Club well choaen? Could the Rosemount

~oys' Club be expected to serve the entire area of the Ward1

What were the social torces within the membership? What

might have been the values, norms, attitudes, prejudices and

enthusiasms that the members brought wi th them, which were

rooted in the socio-economic. class, religious, and ethnie

groups of wh1ch they were a part? What were the cultural ele

ments in the family backgrounds of members, and to wbat extant
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did the families draw on community health, welfare and social

services?

What was the philosophy and the broad general aim of the

Rosemount Boys' Club, a member of Boys' Clubs of Canada? What

was the content of the program, for members of both sexes

between April, 1949, and July, 1950, through which the Rose

mount Boys' Club tried to reach its objectives? What were

the strengths of the program, and wbat were its weaknesses?

What should the work of the agency be in relation to the needs

of its members, as revealed by this study?

Thus the scope of the present study has been 0 utlined.

The selection and collection of materials for s tudy was at

first searcbing and tentative. Facts, observed events, and

ascertained information were studied side by side wi th the

literature in the field wbich was tbought to be Most clo sely

related to this topic. The collection and analysi s of data

was done intermittently. This study was started in the Fal1

of 1949, and has only reached completion, nearly four years

later. Thi s was due to the fact that i t was necessary t 0 put

i t aslde from the FaJ.1 of 1950, untl1 the s ame t ime in 1952, a

perlod of' two years. Even at that, it was not possible to

devote full time to it. It was discovered that certain tacts,

when gathered and studied, posed f'urther que stions, whi ch in

turn had to be answered. In def'ining and redef':lni ng the scope,

deciding on the limitations, co1lecting the data, categorizing

the tacts, compiling the data tor presentation, and deciding on

the techniques to be used the wri ter came ,aero as various obs-
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tacles. Many of these were surmounted, and the experience of

writing this thesis has been a valuable one.

One of the first tasks was to compile a list of the mem

bers of the Rosemount Boys' Club between April, 1949, and July,

1950. Since there were 11333 Club members during that peri od,

this task was time consuming. The information was found on

the Permanent Membership Record cards, which were kept on file

in the Rosemount Boys' Club. In addition ta the members'

names, their addresses, their ages and the dates of their birth,

as well as the dates on wbich they joined the Club were listed.

Because the problem of juvenile delinquency in Rosemount

and among the membership was a major difficulty, and a matter

of primary concern to the Club and ta the community of Rose

MOunt, it was the original intent ta study this aspect of the

work of the Rosemount Boys' Club. Thus the list of members,.

when completed, was submitted to the Juvenile Delinquents'

Court, now part of the Social Welfare Court, for clearance.

Although it was possible to ascertain the proportion of the

membership that was known ta the Court, it was not possible,

due ta the confidential nature of Court records, to identify

indi vi du al delinquent Club members. FurtheI; sg ency records

did not reveal the extent of participation of individual boy

members in the program offered for boys by the Rosemount Boys'

Club, nor were there records of the work done by the agency

wi th individual boys or groups of boys wi thin the membership.

For these reasons the question of delinquency was not given

further consideration as a possible avenue of study in this
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thesis.

Because the agency kept over-all attendance records on

a form called the Da11y Door Check, it was originally thought

that these forms m1ght be used to give the extent of individ

ual participation of boys in the program offered. Had this

been possible, a sample group of boys who attended Most fre

quently might have been selected for study. For example, the

Daily Door Check forms were lists of numbers wb1ch corresponded

to the numbers that members were given upon registration. When

a member came into the agency , he called out hi s number and a

mark was drawn through it on the Daily Door Check. However,

turther study of this system, as a méans of determin1ng the

individual attendance of any members or groups of members, lad

to the conclusion that thls was not possible under the circum

stances. The only key as to whlch number had b sen assigned

to any given member was the fact that the numbers were entered

on the Permanent Membership Record cards. These were filed

alphabetically and a key, for the total boy membership, would

have to have been comptLed , As i t happened, thi s was turther

compllcated by the fact that certain nuMbers had been assigned

to more than one boy. For example, as the membership grew,

the agency ran out of numbers. Certain boys dld not attend

and thus were crossed off the liste Their numbers were re

assigned, and if and when they returned, they were given a new

number. Thus the system was essentially unreliable except for

the purpose for wb1ch it was designed, namely, as a device for

obtainlng an over-all picture of the dal1y attendance. Tbus



- 9 -

another avenue of study was blocked.

Meanwhile, an intensive study was being made of the pro

gram offered for girls by the Rosemount Boys' Club between

September, 1949, and May, 1950. There were sdequate agency

records on this aspect of the work of the agency. Records

of the program offered for girls included individual and group

attendance records, process reports for activity groups in the

program, summary reports, as well as records of tbe work done

by the agency with individual girls within the membership.

Because of the importance of the ecological aspects of

the proposed study, work in this area was started. This in

volved the preparation of spot maps to Show where members

lived in relation to the Club. There was a three-way analysis

needed, namely, according to age, to sex, and to distance.

Tbus two maps were used, one for each sex. In order to Show

age in relation to the proximity of members' homes to the

Rosemount Boys' Club, five different coloured pencils were

used in puttlng the spots on the maps. For example, the

homes of 7 and 8 year old boys and girls were spotted in

mauve, those of 9, 10 and Il year old boys and girls in green~

the 12-14 year olds in red, the 15-17 year olds in blue, while

the homes of 18 year olds and over were spotted in orange.

The maps used were ward maps of Rosemount, obtained from the

Public Works Department of the City of Montreal. Tbose mem

bers who lived outside Rosemount were, therefore, not spotted

on the maps. There were not too Many of the se, and the dis

tance from their homes to the Club was estimated with reason-
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able accuracy. When the spot maps had been complet ed , i t was

possible to cOllOt the ditferent coloured dots within quarter

of a mile zones of the Rosemount Boys' Club and witbin the

City blocks in which members lived. Thus the area served by

the Rosemount Boys' Club was determined, and the relation

between the age and sex of members and the di sbanc e they came

was established, for the total boy and girl membership of the

Rosemount Boys' Club between April, 1949, and July, 1950.

In the preparation of the spot maps, the Montreal Direc

tory and the Map of Montreal, prepared by John Lovell and Son

Ltd., were used, in addition to the Montreal Telephone Direc

tory. The maps were reproduced by the Montreal Blue Print

Tnc , Unfortunately i t was not possible te reproduce the

colour.

A spot map showing the resources for group life, and

institutions located in Rosemount, such as, churches, schoole,

centres, parks, and playgrounds was then pr ep arad, using the

Rosemount Ward map, obtained from the City Hall. Information

and sources of data with regard to this task included, in

addition to the above, information gained through the city of

Montreal, Assessors' Department, about cburches and schools,

and that obtained tbrough the City of Montreal, Public Works

Department, about parks and playgrounds.

Public documents, such as Census of Canada bulletins

and reports of the City of Montreal, Assessors' Department,

revealed certain facts which were woven into the thesis. In

addition, as previously mentioned, studies made in Rosemount
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ln 1936, and in 1938, provided background material. Those

made by the Montreal Boys' Association, and Boys' Clubs of

Canada proved m~st helpful. A study of the British immi

grant and his social and economic adjustment in Canada, made

by Lloyd G. Reynolds as part of a McGlll University social

research series, proved a valuable source of reference, as

well as a book written by Stephen Leacock on Montreal.

Records which formed a part of those kept by the Mont~

real Boys' Association, Boys' Clubs of Canada, the Rosemount

Boys' Club, the Montreal Council of Social Agencies, Social

Service Index, the former Juvenile Delinquentà' Court, now a

part of the Social Welfare cour-t , the Ci ty of Mon treal, Public

Works Department and AssesslJrs' Department, the branch of the

Y.M.C.A. located in Rosemount, the Canadian Pacifie Railway

(Angus Shop s ) , and St. Luke' s Anglican Church in Rosemount,

aIl were of inestimable help, and made this study possible.

Records of the Rosemount Boys' Club which were used in

cluded, in addition to records of the work for girls, annual

reports, the constituti on and by-laws of the agency, tae first

gymnasium schedule and lists of athletic teams in the program

offered for boys, the DaiIy Door Checks, and the Permanent

Membership Record cards.

While Many secondary sources of information were really

basic to the research done in connection wi th_th~~es~s,- thJL _

writer feels that the compilation and interpretation of the

data uncovered would have bean more difficult, had it not been

for the opportunity to coilect data first hand through her own
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association with the Rosemount Boys' Club, and persons assoc

iated with that organization. The writer made several persona!

tours of Rosemount. Many persons co-operated Most cordially

in the study, and proved to be primary sources of valuable in

formation and ideas. While there were scheduled interviews

wi th such pe r-sona , Many interviews were on an informaI basi s.

The Permanent Membership Record cards were used as a kind

of key cardo The statistical method was used in dealing with

information from this source. While the work, fortunately

did not involve the actual filling in of the cards, the facts

assembled on these cards were of the utmost importance end

provided the basis for many tables which are to be found in

the thesis.

The Montreal Council of Social Agencies, Social Service

Index, must be considered a major resource. Through this unit

it was possible to obtain information about the nature and the

extent of the dependence of members' families on community

health, welfare and social services. The writer ls much in

debted to that organlzation for lts splendid co-operation and

its valuable contribution.

In the Appendix of this thesls there ls a sample of a

Permanent Membersbip Record card. l Certain material, such as

a Programme Space Analysis of the Rosemount Boys' Club prepared

by Boys' Clubs of Canada, and a chart showing a suggested basis,

with illustrations, of organized program from the point of view

1 See Appendix, p~ 266 and 267~
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of the types of social relations essential to carry on the

particular type of activity, prepared by Northwestern Group

Work Associates, have been included, because continuous ref

erence to these was made throughout Chapter V, on program.

In addi tion, tables are to be found in the Appendix which

were too long, or detailed, to be included in the texte

In the Bibliography is a liat of materials which have

been used during the process of carrying out this research

project, as weIl as materials which were helpful in broaden

ing the wri ter' s understanding, in permi tting her to gai n

new view points, and in rai sing new questions wi th regard to

this thesis.

While the total boy and girl membership 0 f the Rosemcunb

Boys' Club between April, 1949, and July, 1950, was cleared

through the Social Welfare Court, and was used in the pre

paration of the two spot maps, for the Most part, the study

has been restricted to sample groups of boy and girl members.

It was felt tha t the use of sample groups would be a satis

factory means of gaining certain impressions, at least, about

the larger whole.

When the sample was cbosen, 305 of tbe 1,197 boy member

ship record cards, or 25.4 per cent, were not available for

use. Thua, only 74.5 per cent, or 892 boy memberahip record

cards were available. A random sample was selected. Every

fifth boy's card, which were in alphabetical order, was chosen

for the aampLe, Thi s made up a sample whi ch whi le b ei ng a 20

per cent sample of the remaining cards, was really a 14.9 per
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cent sample of the total boy membership of the Rosemount Boys'

Club between April, 1949, and July, 1950. In the case of the

girls, all cards were available. A 20 per cent sample group
)

was selected, using the same random method.

The text of this thesis iB divided into 6 chapters. Wlth

the exceptlon of the first and last chapters, each chapter ls

divlded lnto two sections. It has b een the aim of thls first

or 1ntroductory chapter, to or1entate the reader with regard to
/

the field of enquiry and the quest10ns to be considered. The

topic, purpose, and scope of the study have been ind1cated.

The mater1als selected for study, the way they were collected,

and the sampling bases, where uaed, have been stated.

Chapter II presents data about the Rosemount Boys' Club

and the communlty in wh1ch i t i s located. Accordingly, i t

ie divided into two sections, namely, Section A which pertains

to the community, and Section B which perta1ns to the Club it-

self.

The third chapter is a etudy of the memberShip of the

Rosemount Boys' Club during the firet s1xteen months of agency

operation, ending in July, 1950. In Section A, of Chapter

III, data refer to the total boy and girl membership between

the dates chosen for study. Wh1le a major emphasis of this

firet section of the th1rd chapter is on the ecolog1cal aspects

of the memberah1p and the proximity of their homes to the Club,

in addition, the growth of the total membership, of both sexes,

during the f1ret sixteen months is given. The incidence of

juvenile delinquency in the total memberShip, of both sexes,
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is here uncovered and treated.

In Section B, of Chapter III, data refer to the sample

groups of boy and girl members, as previously described,

rather than the total membership. Bere cultural elements

in the backgrounds of Club members are studied through the

use of agency Permanent Membership Record cards. l Such

indices as birthplace, religion, ethnic origin and language,

church and school affiliation, as well as employment, where

members were employed, and association with other boy and

girl organizations, are taken to be indices of the cultural

backgrounds of members.

The theme of Section B, of Chapter III, is expanded in

Chapter IV in which a slmilar pattern is used. The main

focus in Chapter IV, however, ls on the membership and their

family backgrounds. Again data refer to sample groups rather

than the total membership. Section A, of Chapter IV, is con

cerned with the birthplaces and the places of employment of

members' parents. Section B, of Chapter IV, deals with other

factors, such as, broken homes, older brothers and sisters in

members' families, as well as the size of members' families

and the sex of siblings. Section B, of Chapter IV, also

tells what proportion of the total population of Rosemount,

in 1941, was served by the Rosemount Boys' Club when the num

ber of persons in the families of the total Club memberShip

are compared with the total population of Rosemaunt, in 1941.

1
See Appendix, pp. 266 and 267.
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Finally, the use of community health, welfare, and social

services by families of members is studied to determine the

extent of, and the reason for, their dependence on ai en

organizatlons.

Chapter V moves into a study of the program offered for

boys and girls, members of the Rosemount Boys' Club between

April, 1949, and July, 1950. Section A, of Chapter V, dis

cusses the program offered for boys, while Section B dis

eusses the program offered for girls.

In the sixth, or final chapter, questions for further

study, or "unanswered questions" which suggest the need for

new research, are raised. In Chapter VI, the main findings

of this thesis are reviewed and considered in relation to the

questions posed at the beginning of the s tudy , For example,

an attempt i5 made to summarize and to show what the work of

the agency should be in relation to the needs of its members,

as revealed by this study.



CHAPTER II

THE RO SEMOUNT BOYS' CWB AND THE COMMUNITY

IN WHICH IT IS LOCATED

A- community may b e considered a local soci al W or-Ld,

Rowever, lesser units comprise the whole. In an i nf'ormal

and more inclusive sense, the community may be regarded as

a constellation of groups distinguishable from each other

by their names, their objectives, and the institutional and

structural arrangements they develop. Whether one views a

community as a constellation of groups, institutions, per

sons, or attitudes, depends on the specifie object of analy-

sis.

In the present study, certain items fall in l1ne with

the writer's main interest, and are treated in relationship

to each other as phases of total community structure. This

study cannot, and does not, attempt ta take the place of a

general sociological or a community organization study.

An insti tution i s a unit of community wi th i ts own

special functions and interdependence wlth other community

uni t e , "One population group may participate in several

institutions bestowing on each a part of their time and a

portion of their personalitles."l

Chapter II is divided into two sections. Section A

1C.A. Dawson and W.E. Gettys, An Introduction To Soci-
01067 (New York, 1929), p. 80•

.. 17 -
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deals with the community of Rosemount. The data here pre

sented are somewhat general in nature and extent. The aim

is to provide a background for the study of the membership

of the Rosemount Boys' Club, and the program offered members

between April, 1949, and July, 1950. In addition an attempt

iB made to show how Rosemount grew in relation to the City

of Montreal.

Section A gives a description of the area of Rosemount

itself which includes, among other things, the size of the

Ward, i ts boundaries, and the way and extent to which the

land has been used. The growth of the population is dis

oussed. Breakdowns of the population of Rosemount Ward by

religion, birthplace, etc., based on figures taken from Census

of Canada reports for 1931, 1941, and other years, are given.

Finally, Section A deals wi th resources for gro up life, and

institutions located in Rosemount, because these are community

units functioning in the neighbourhood wherein Rosemount Boys'

Club has been established. A map showing the location of

parks and playgrounds, churches, schools, and recreation

centres, facilitates the discussion of distributive factors

pertaining to the people of Rosemount and their institutions.

Thefeatures listed in the above paragraph have been

studied because the ecological pattern lies at the base of

sooial contaots, and the cultural and social 0 rgani zation

whioh result from the contacts. The present study is muoh

concerned with the nature of opportunities, existing in Rose

mount, for social contacts and social experiences. This
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implies that the atudy is concerned, as well, With what is

lacking and, therefore, is an index to the need of Rosemount

residents to draw on the more dominant centres of Montreal

for supplementary experiences. Th! s has meaning wi th respect

to individual and group life in Rosemount. The population

group represented by the membership of the Rosemaunt Boys'

Club, and their families, between April, 1949, and July, 1950,

constituted a sizable portion of' the total population of the

Ward, at that time.

The Rosemount Boys' Club is a specialized supplementary

insti tution which performs a function which was once a function

of family life. When, for example, a family is disorganized,

a social agency, or a team of social agencies, May take over

all the functions of a particular family. A given f'amily ia

an institution in itself' and, theref'ore, a unit of community.

A primary function of a f'amily is child care. A boys' club,

along with other institutions, assists the f'amily in this

important f'unction. It seeks to strengthen the bonds which

link together a femily, and groups of f'amilies, as well as

other constituent units of the larger community and society.

"Family organization ia a natural and tentative growth

stimulated in certain di rections by neighbourhood c ondi tions

and also responding unself'-consciously to the unobtrusive

changes taking place in other community insti tution s. n1 When,

for example, a family' s economic means r-emam s at or near sub-

-------------------------------
1

Dawson and Gettys, Op. Cit., p. 87.
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slstence level, lts stabillty, resting on a sense of community

status and social perspective, is reduced to a minimum. It ls

important to have at least some knowledge and understanding of

a community's network of institutions.

Later chapters deal with the memberShip of the Rosemount

Boys' Club, as weIl as the membership and their family back

grounds, between April, 1949, and July, 1950. Neighbourhood

conditions and situations that make life in Rosemount pleasant

or unpleasant are treated separately for the sake of study.

In reality, they are not divoreed from the whole. Maps show

ing the location of members' homes are not ineluded in this

section. Families are not among the specifie institutions

discussed in Chapter II. There is, however, the broader ref

erence to the population of Rosemount.

Section B deals specifically with the Rosemount Boys'

Club. Certain data of historical signifieanee are here

plaeed before the reader including: previous studies, a

planning process for recreational facilities for groups in

Rosemount, and events leading to the erection of the Rose

Mount Boys' Club by April, 1949.

Statements of Boys' Club phi10sophy and genera1 purposes

are given. This section touches on the administration of

the partieular ageney whieh operates within the framework of

the national and international organization.

Finally, a description of the building is given which

ine1udes photographs of the architects' drawings, showing a

sketch of the building, and plans of the three floors. This
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is given as a background for the chapter on the program

offered for boy and girl members of the Club, between April,

1949, and July, 1950. Here again, the building cannot be

divorced from the use that was made of it, however, clarity

of presentation demands that the two be treated separately

in this thesis.

Chapter II i s , in the main, hi storical and descrlpti ve ,

It la important to know how the Rosemount Boys' Club relates

to the larger urban communi ty, of whi ch 1t i s b ecoming an

Integral part. The wrlter la aware that the atudy touches

on aspects of research which cannot be considered withln the

scope of the present undertaklng. Contlnued study along any,

or all, of these lines would undoubtedly yield much useful

and valuable information. While it is recognlzed that Chap. "

ter II merely scratches the surface, it is boped that it

accomplishes its main purpose, namèly, to serve as a back.

ground for wha.t isto follow. It la perhaps fltting that

the rea.der should learn what a new agency might be expected

to know at the outset of lts life in a communlty. An agency,

like an individual, must lsarn, grow, and change as its exper

lence in a new setting expands. To the writer, it is an

exciting feature of research that for every question answered,

there remain questions for which the answers have yet to be

found.

When It is later revealed what population elements the

Rosemount Boys' Club undertook to serve, within the limits of

agency philosophy, purpoaes, and policy, between April, 1949,
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and Ju1y, 1950; and when the area of Rosemount is revea1ed~

from which those who were members at that ti me were drawn:

then the reader will see these things in relation to what is

here revealed about the larger whole.

Section A. Rosemount, a Ward of the City of Montreal

1. The Growth of Montreal, and how Rosemount
Became a Part of tbe City

The City of Montreal has a very interesting and colour-

fuI history. Stephen Leacock's account presents a vivid and

fascinating story. "Thus strangely has changed the character

of Montreal - a mission, a fort of the fur trade in the wild

erness, a French colonial military town, a British port of

trade, a Canadian metropolis of shipping and manufacture."l

For present purposes, however, the autbor's reference to

the French and "English" distribution of the population is of

particular interest. At one time, the population of French

Canada was, apart from the slaves, almost entirely French.

Montreal is overwhelmingly a French city by ethnie origin as

compared with British. There i s a sub stantial majori ty or

French even when Europeans, other than French, as weIl as

Jews, Asia.tics, and Negroes are inc1uded among the "Englishll •

The most recent Census reports show the City as 64 per cent

French, 22 per cent British, .5 per cent Jewish, and 9 per cent

1
Stephen Leacock, Montreal: Seaport and City (New York,

1942), p. 198.
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other. l

The French language Is an Integral part of the culture.

The mass of people in Montreal speak French as their mother

tongue.French is used as the medium of education through

out the French system of public education. French is rooted

in the history of the country and is embodied in the sacred

offices of the church.

An early division of the ares. of Montreal shows the

French on the east side, that is, east of St. Lawrence Main

Street, and the English on the west side. As the old French

town was more and more taken over by shops, business bouses,

and public institutions, the families moved out into the sub-

urb s , The Englisb, Many of whom controlled capital, moved

up the hill and spread west. The French, moving from the

old town, of necessity went further east, along Sherbrooke

Street and up St. Denis Street, and sa, eastward and north-

ward.

This general division was broken by many exceptions.

The French area was the first to extend ta encircle the

mountain sa that, on its rearside, Outremont and Cote des

Neiges village are French. Mount Royal was occupied by

the Engllsh after the tunnel was put through the mountain.

Verdun and the factory area became mainly English-speaking

but with many French intermixed. On the French side, the

east side, the factory districts that grew up and the

1Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Eighth Census of Canada,
1941, Population: No. A-l5, p. 10.
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Canadian Pacific (Angus) Railway shops drove a wedge of

English-speaking workers into what had been an entirely

French area,

The French originally spread into what is now ste.

Anne' s Ward but they were displaced by a great influx of

Irish labourers. Thefirst development of machine industry

in Montreal took place along the waterfront and the Lachine

Canal, where both water transport and the facilities of -the

Grand Trunk Railway were available. This influx took place

roughly during the decade between l85~ and 1860.

The late seventies and early eighties brought another

10,000 British settlers of a different type than the Irish

labourers. These were English and Scotch workmen of the

mechanics classes, for which there was a growing demande

The construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway tracks

along the eastern edge of the City, together with avail

ability of cheap factory sites in the fields outside the

City limits, drew industry in this direction during the

eighties.

The C. P. R. Angus Shops were located in th1s area and

their lead was followed by iron and steel shops and a textile

mill wbich were effective in attracting Britishers to the

area. Most of the supervisors of the mill were BritiSh and

they tended ta gïve preference to Briti ah "handa'", From a

small nucleus near Prefontaine and Ste. Catherine Streets,

the town of Hochelaga spread eastward and northward into the

country.
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Still other artisan groups settled north of the Angus

Shops in what is now DeLorimier Ward. Lesser settlements

differed from the older Griffintown settlemen~ located south

of the downtown section of Montreal in Ste. Anne Ward, ethnic

ally, religiously, and occupationally. They were primarily

English and Scotch rather than Irish, Protestant rather than

Catholic, and skilled rather than unskilled. Their occupations

were confined primarily to the two great railway repair shops

and to the iron and steel plants associated with them, in con

trast to Griffintown's workmen who had entered the rough work

of the docks and the factory yards near the Lachine Canal.

With the turn of the century Montreal's industrial devel

opment and the settlement of British immigrants in this city

were both greatly accelerated. Sorne 48,000 BritiShers sett

led in Montreal during the period from 1900, to 1920, alone.

The trend of British artisan residence in the present

century has been a continuation of the former trend. Heavy

industries have pU8hed out from the centre of the City on

both east and west. The British moved from area8 occupied

in 1900 - beyond'~he Point" to Verdun, beyond Hochelaga to

Maisonneuve, beyond DeLorlmier Ward to Rosemount.

The development of Rosemount 18 very closely bound up

wlth the establishment there of the ~~gus Shops in 1904. Un

til that time, the area now included i~ Rosemount Ward had

been an open-country farming community. The Shaps, however,

employed several thousand men, who naturally preferred to live

near their work; and this fact tended to draw residence north-
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Rosemount, it was soon discovered, had additional

advantages as a place of residence, chief of wnich was its

relatively high altitude.

Between 1906, and 1910, the Village of Rosemount became

a part of the City of Montreal. Before tbat time, it was a

small, self-contained, independent municipality. By 1914,

the young community stretched from First to Twelfth Avenues,

and from the Shops to Rosemount Boulevard, though this area

was not solidly settled. The residents attracted to Rose-

Mount during this period consisted almost entirely of workers

in the Angus Shops, giving the area the aspect of a "company

town". The population w"as almost evenly di vided between

French- and English-speaking persons. The English-speaking

persons, of whom the greater majority were English, consisted

largely of skilled artisans.

Rosemount, like Verdun, more than doubled in popula
tion in the years following the (first) War••••Rose
mount tended increasingly to lose the aspect of a
"company town" and to become an area of working-men' s
homes, whose residents sought employment in a variety
of near-bi industries or commuted to the centre of
the city..

2. A Description of Rosemount Ward

The description which follows includes: a) size and use

of land; b) real estate and housing; c) Ward boundaries, main

streets, and transportation routes; d) general features of the

newer section, Buch as, shopping centres and types of housing;

l
Lloyd G. Reynolds, The British Immigrant: His Social and

Economic Adjustment in Canada (Toronto, 1935), p. 125.
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and e) the older section of the Ward. As Rosemount is no

. longer what might be described a "company town", but haa

become an area of working-men' s homes, we may ask whether

Rosemount today possesses the basic institutions by means

of which a common lif'e is made possible. Previous studies

have indicated that residents of Rosemount seek employment

in near-by industries or commute to the centre of the City

of Montreal. To this extent, theref'ore, Rosemount cannot

be considered a community in itself. If' Rosemount fUnctions

as a "dormi tory" suburb wi th respect to Montreal, wba t then

are the conditions or situations that make life in Rosemount

pleasant or unpleasant?

.!L Size and use of land.--Rosemount today covers an

area of' 2,376 acres. l It is the fifth largest ward in the

City of Montreal. The report of the As ee aeor a ' Department

of the City of Montreal for the fiscal year May l, 1951, to
,

April l, 1952, reveals that there were 7,376 vacant lots in

Rosemount, at that time. 2 In the number of vacant lots

available, Rosemount was surpassed, in Montreal, only by

Ahuntsic and Mercier wards. Mercier Ward 11es east of Rose-

mount and had, at that time, 17,041 vacant lots.

It has been said that .the trend in movement of the

English-speaking population of Rosemount is eastward. People

-------------------_._---_._-----
lClty of Montreal, Assessors' Department, Annual Repor!,

May, 1951, to April, 1952, p. 27.

2Ibld., p. 19.
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of Rosemount are, even now, moving into the section bordering

on Mercier Ward. The French seem, in Many instances, to be

occupying houses in the older section of Rosemcunt, roughly

between Rosemount Boulevard and Masson street, in the wake of

English-speaking families who are moving into the newer sec-

tion. This involves building of homes, in Many cases, as

there are almost no vacant dwellings, offices, or stores, in

Rosemount. l

b) Real estate and housing.--Building in Rosemount has

been very extensive within recent years. The report of the

Assessors' Department reveals a total valuation of property

in Rosemount in April, 1952, which includes taxable as weIl aa

tax exempt property, to be 82,014,807 dollars. 2 This repre

sented an increase over the previous yeer of 20 per cent. 3

The percentage increase in real estate values, in that year,

was as high in Ro semount as in any ward of t he Ci ty 0 f Mont

real, with the exception of Mo~t Royal and Montcalm wards.

Valuation of property in Rosemount ranks seventh among wards

of the City. In decreasing order of property valuation,

Rosemount was surpassed, in 1951, to 1952, by: St. George,

N. D. G., Mount Royal Ward, St. Andrew, Ville Marie, and st.

Lawrence wards. 4

lCity of Montreal, Assessors' Department, Op. Cit., p. 22.

2 8.Ibid. , p.

3 Il.Ibid. , p.

4 8.~., p.
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A statement of the City of Montreal, Assessors' Depart

ment, showing the number of dwellings, stores, etc., appear

ing on the tax roll, for the year 1951, to 1952, gtves a

general picture of housing in Rosemount. l In all there were

18,777 dwellings in Rosemount, at that time. Duplexes

ranked hlghest. Of these there were 3,254. Next to duplexes,

came cottages; of these there were 2,017, in all. Close to

that came the triplexes, of which there were 1,602. There

were 881 multiplexes, and 56 apartment houses.

This statement also gives an over-all picture of business

and industry in Rosemoun b ,

ages and service stations.

At that ti me, there were 52 gar

There were few self-contained

stores, only 20 of these were listed. There were, bowever,

411 stores and dwellings co mbt.ned, There were 110 factories

and warehouses li sted, and only 6 bank and ofi1 ce building s.

cl Ward bOW1daries, main stree~~transportation

routes.--The nomenclature of Montreal streets is perplexing.

For example, north and south are called east and west. Ste.

Catherine st. East, and Sherbrooke St. East, run fairly close

to north. "Thi sis becau se the north shore (of the St. Law

rence River) got its name in Cartier's days from the geography

of its mouth at the Gulf, where it really lies north. n2 This

creates a dilemma, therefore, the cardinal points of the com

pass, which correspond to the nomenclature of streets in

------------_._--------------,-----
lCity of Montreal, Assessors' Department, Op. Cit., p. 21.

2 .
Leacock, Op. Cit., p. 23.
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Montreal, will be the reference throughout. Tbese terms of

reference are commonly uaed , although somewhat inaccurate.

Rosemount runs approximately a mile and a half north

from the Angus Shops to the boundary, just north of Belanger

Street. Runnï.ng east and west, Rosemount ex teo ds about two

and a half miles from Des Erables Street, on the west, to

45th Avenue Rosemount, on the east.

Streets running east and west through Rosemount, read

ing from north to south, are: Belanger, St. Zotique, Beaubien,

Bellechasse, Rosemount Boulevard, Holt (which starts at llth

Avenue, and runs west to the boundary), Dandurand, Armand

(whï.cn i s an extension of St. Joseph Boulevard), Gilf'ord and

Laf'leche (both very short streets close to the Angus SlDps),

and Rachel Street (at the extreme south of the Ward, below

the Angus Shops).

Rosemount Boulevard, which runs east and west, seems te

cut the Ward in half one way, and Pi e IX Boulevard, which runs

north and south, ls just east of the half-way mark the other

way. Although the point at which Pie IX Boulevard crosses

Rosemount Boulevard is near the geographlc centre of' Rose

Mount, it is north-east of the older, and more densely pop

ulated, section of the ward.

The Rosemount Boys' Club is located in the north-east

segment of' the older section of Rosemount. The original

community, as previously mentioned, stretched from First

Avenue to Twelfth Avenue, and from the Angus Shops to Rose

mount Boulevard. Lafond Street, on whi ch the Club i s Locabed,
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1s between Thirteenth and Fourteenth Avenues. It might

facilitate matters if the older and the newer sections of

Rosemount were discussed separately. Before giving the

general features of each, it would be well to outline trans

portat10n routes through Rosemount.

street cars runs along Masson Street and Rosemount Boule

vard. On the Boulevard, 1t is necessary ta transfer to a bus

in order to get to the eastern end. Busses Rtn along Beaub1en

and Belanger Streets. Thus, transportation from east to west,

1n all sect10ns of the Ward, is ava1lable. It is a little

more difficult to go north and south through Rosemount, except

on foot or in a car. Actually the distances between routes

running east and west are not too great. Transportation routes

run north and south along Iberville Street and Pie IX Boulevard.

d) General features of the newer section, sach as,

shopping centres and types of housing.--In general, shopping

centres are located on streets running east and west. We

shall refer to the newer section, as that section of Rosemount

north of Rosemount Boulevard. On Belanger street, tbe shop

ping centre runs from Des Erables, on the far west boundary of

the Ward, for about five blocks east to Molson Avenue. Cloth

ing, furnlture, hardware, grocery, drug, cigar, and candy

stores are among the stores found along Belanger Street. There

are manufacturing concerns on Belanger Street, such as a shoe

manufacturlng unit as well as a concern where bread is made.

There are in addition, a telephone company building and various

offices, as well as a bank. On Belanger Street may be found a
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llquor commlsslon, a chinase restaurant, a tavern, a bowling

alley, as weIl as a physlcal culture studlo. Some of the

many garages and service stations in Rosemount are on Balanger

Street~ Going east on Belanger Street, one sees a number or

Vacant lots and bll1boards.

Bousing of aIl kinds ls found on Belanger Street, but on

the whole lt ls newer and of a more expensive type than Many

or the dwellings ln the older section, although there ara many

nlce homes in the older section as weIl. There are apartments,

duplexes, multlplexes with outside staircases, and stores and

dwelllngs combined, as well as cottages. One does not have a

feeling of over-crowding. The section ls further away from

heavy industry and, in general, seems a pleasant place to live.

St. Zotique Street is mainly residentlal. Beaubien

Street, like other streets in the newer section, looks bright

and new. Stores are scattered along here as far east as 25th

Avenue. On Beaubien Street, at the west end, near Iberville

Street, there are, in addition to a variety of small stores,

a couple of bowling alleys, and a taverne One of the two

theatres in Rosemount is located here.

It should be mentioned that Iberville Street, which runs

north and south, passes along the west side of both sections

of Rosemount. There are stores and all kinds of establish

ments along here. It is only a few blocks east of the west

boundary of Rosemount, which is along Des Erables. There ls

a section of the Ward which, bounded by Ibervl1le Street on

the east and Des Erables Street on the west, goes north from
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Belanger Street up about six long blocks to Chemin de la Cote

St. M1chel. It is to be remembered that the division of

Rosemount referred to in this thesis is arbitrary, and used

only for the sake of convenience. Iberville 1s an old street,

and runs the width of the Island of Montreal, from the ha rbour

to Riviere des Prairies, or the Back River.

e) The older section of the Ward.--The oldest shopping

centre in Rosemount, wi th the possible except ion 0 f stores

along Iberville Street, is on Masson Street. A great many

small stores of all kinds and descriptions are to be found

along here. The cong eatd on thtns out about Twelf'th Avenue,

and east of that are homes. Maisonneuve Park lies between

Vlau Street, on the east, and Ple IX Boulevard, on the west.

A portion of the Park, whicb represents about half of i t and

extends from Armand Street, on the south, to Rosemount Boule

vard, on the north, ls in Rosemount Ward.

Many of tne structures on Masson Street are stores and

dwellings combân ed , The general ap pearance of the sectlon

ls dull and old. This ls close to the Angus Shops, which

are Just south of Masson Street. Masson Street looks some

thing like the main street in a small town. The side streets

are crowded. The houses, on the side streets, are multiplexes,

generally wlth an outside staircase.

On Masson Street are to be round: the Fire Station, the

Post Office, a bank, the Police Station, restaurants and

cafes, taverns, clgar and candy stores, a theatre, small groc

ery stores, and clotning stores of aIl kinds. There are, in
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addition to the above assortment, furniture, hardware, rive

and dime, and drug stores, as well as bake and confectionery

shops, second hand stores, dry cleaning establishments, music

or record bars, and a mammoth food market. At ei tber end of

Masson Street are garages and service stations. The occasional

vacant lot displays colourful billboards.

It is not known where the 110 factories and warebouses,

mentioned in the City Assessors' Report, areto be found in

Rosemount. There are sorne factoriea and an abbatoir on Iber

ville Street, south of Massan Street, near DeLorimier Ward.

It is thought that this section might be considered the indus

trial section of Rosemount, although seme offices, banks, etc.,

are located in the newar section. Heavy industry such as the

shops and plants associated wi ta the C. P. R. are to b e fo und

in this part of Rosemount.

While Dandurand Street might "be describ ed as mainly

residential, there are candy stores at practically every cor

ner. One sees the occasional grocery store along this street.

This street presents a cleaner picture than does Masson Street.

There are a number of Roman Catholic institutions aLong Dandur.

and Street, namely, four schools and a church.

Rosemount Boulevard might have been called "Church Street".

There are five cburches and places of worship along the Boule

vard. In addi tion there are numerous other insti tutioila.

There are two large schools, a Roman Cathalic and a Protestant

school, a civic recreation and health centre, and the Y.M.C.A.

on Rosemount Boulevard. It is a residential street, aa well
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as a main thoroughfare, and many lovely bomes are to be

found on Rosemount Boulevard. The character of the

Boulevard changes as one travels from west to east. From

the west boundary of the Ward, to about Sixth Avenue, tber e

are candy stores, etc., as well as a pool hall at Iberville

Street. Then come a number of institutions as weIl as

housea including apartments and duplexes. Finally there ia

a long stretch of solid residential section with a few

vacant lots, in addition to two parks. At the extreme

eastern end are many small cottage type homes, as well as

a monastic institution, and two large Roman Catbolic hosp

itals. Maisonneuve Park blacks off the soUtil side of the

street from Pie IX Boulevard to Viau Street, wbich would be

about 15 small blocks. Drummond Park and an Ln mologated

park and reservoir block off the north side of Rosemount

Boulevard for seven blocks, between Sixteenth Avenue and

Pie IX Boulevard. Dwellings are on the sides of the Boule

vard, opposi te the par-ks ,

3. The Growth of the Population of Rosemount Ward

The following information contains a breakdown of the

total population of Rosemount, in 1941, according to: birth

place, ethnie origin, religion, official language, and

selected mother tongue. As has been previously stated, the

Village of Rosemount beeame a part of the City of Montreal

between 1906, and 1910. Over the years, tbere has been

rapid growth of population. Lloyd G. Reyno~ds states,

"Rosemount••• more than doubled in population in the years
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following the (first) War••• u1

to the 1911-1921 decade.

We preaume he was referring

During the next decade, from 1921, to 1931, data taken

from a suggested boys' club plan aubmitted to the Rotary Club

of Montreal by the Boys' Club Federation of Canada, suggests

that the population increase in Rosemount was 8 per cent. 2,

In 1931, the population of Roaemount was 44,534. 3 In

In 1941, the population of Rosemount was 50,841. 4 Thu8 there

was a percentage increase in the population of Roaemount,

between 1931, and 1941, of 14.2 per cent.

A figure secured from the City of Montreal, Assessors'

Department, showed the population of Rosemount, in 1950, to

have been 80,895. 8ince the recent, 1951, Cenaus of Canada

is not yet available for atudy, these Cenaus figures cannot

be gi ven. Based on the information secured from the Assessors'

Department, however, the calculated percentage increase in the

population of Rosemount, for the decade 1941, to 1951, would

be 59.1 per cent. This rapid growth of population during the

last decade, therefore, surpasses the growth of the population

lReynolds, Op. Cit., p. 125.

A Boys' Club Plan: Sub
si Work Comm1ttëë or the

, February 3, 1938.

3The Montreal Boys' Association, A Study of the Spare Time
Activities of 1,000 School Children in Rosemount, 1936, p. 4.

4nominion Bureau of Statistics, Eighth Census of Canada,
1941, Population: No. A-15, p. 2~
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of Rosemount during the period following the First Great War.

As a background for comparative studies to be presented

later in this thesis, it should be stated here that, of the

50,841 persons in Rosemount in 1941, 44,185 persons, or 86.9

per cent were barn in Canada. l There were 4,302 persans, or

8.5 per cent born in other British countries. Europe accounted

for the birthplaces of 1,478 persans, or 2.9 per cent. For

the remainder, 813 persans, or 1.5 per cent, were born in the

United States; and 0.1 per cent in Asia, as well as 0.1 per

cent listed as unspecified.

In Rosemount Ward in 1941, 67.7 per cent of the total

population was French by ethnie origine It will be remembered

that the proportion of French by ethnie origin for the whole of

the City of Montreal in 1941, was 64 per cent. 2

In Rosemount Ward in 1941, 77.3 per cent of the total

population was Roman Catholic. The figure for the whole of

Montreal in 1941, was 77.6 per cent Roman Catholic. 3

With respect to official language and selected mother

tangue, the 1941 Census figures, and calculated proportions,

are of particular interest. 4 There were 20,595 persons in

Rosemount in 1941, or 40.5 per cent, who spoke French only.

IDominion Bureau of Statistics, Op. Cit., p. 18.

2Ibld. , p. 10.

3 14.Ibid., p.

4Ibid. , p. 30.
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There were, in Rosemount in 1941, 10,613 persons, or 20.9

per cent, who spoke Eng1ish on1y.1 There were, at the sarne

time, 19,561 persons, or 38.5 per cent, who spoke both Eng

1ish and French, in addition ta 72 persons, or 0.1 per cent,

UIlspecified. Thus it ls evldent that the language factor ln

Rosemount, as in all or parts of Montreal, Is of the utmost

signiflcance.

It i s interesting to explore further, te see the b reak-

down by se1ected mother tangue. For example, French was

given as the mother tongue for 35,140 persans in Rosemount in

1941, or 69.1 per cent of the total population, at that time.

English was the mother tongue of 13,175 persans in Rosemount

in 1941, or 25.9 per cent of the total population. This

1eads ta the surprising conclusion that 1ess than hal! of the

French are bilingual and on1y about a fifth of the English

have 1earned the French language. That is, of 35,140 French,

20,595 spoke French only; and of 13,175 English, 10,613 spoke

Eng1ish on1y.

Of interest, as well, ls a breakdown whlch reveals the

incidence of languages, other than French or English, which

were glven as the se1ected mother tongues of people in Rose-

Mount, in 1941. For examp1e, 746 persons, or 1.4 per cent,

1isted Ita1ian as their mother tongue. The proportion of

Pollsh and Ukranlan were about equal. Thare wera 389 par-

1persons indicated as speaking "Engllsh only" or "French
only" May a1so spaak other languages and have a mother tongue
other than Eng1ish or French.
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sons, or 0.8 per cent, who specified Polish; and 346 persons,

or 0.7 per cent, who specified Ukranian. Russian accounted

for the mother tongues of 167 persons, or 0.3 per cent. There

were 60 persons, or 0.1 per cent, who gave German as the mother

tongue. Yiddish was the mother tongue of 23 persons, or 0.1

per cent, and 795 persons, or 1.6 per cent, were unspecified.

4. Resources for Group Life, and Institutions
Located in Rosemount Ward

Certain resources for group life in Rosemount have already

been discussed. It is difficult to separate a description of

the area from discussion of resources for group life, because

the ecological pattern is of significance. This division ex-

pands the other, but deals mainly with institutions, such as,

churches, schools, and centres, as well as parks and playgrounds

in Rosemount, and other recreational features.

In general, the resources for group life fall into five

categories. These are based on their administration. For

example, there are those under Roman Catholic auspices, there

are those under Protestant leadership. Then there are the

municipal facilities, as well as the industrial and commercial.

Further, there is a seasonal factor. Tennis courts operate

in the summer months, while skating rinks are used in the win-

ter. Commercial bowling alleys, taverns, and candy stores

are open all year round.

Fortunately not all recreation has been taken out of the

home, andit is believed that many people in Rosemount enter-

tain in their homes. Thus the home i8 a primary resourcefor
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group life in Rosemount. It is not discussed here, however~

For convenience, resources for group life, and institu

tions located in Rosemount, will be discussed under three major

sub-headings, as follows: a) commercial recreational facilities;

b) seasonal recreatlonal facillties, including those both pri

vately and publically owned and operated, such as: (1) parka

and playgrounds, (2) tennis courts, (3) skating rinks; c) rel

iglous, educational, and recreatlonal institutions, that is:

(1) cburches, (2) schools, and (3) centres, which are sponsored

in the followlng manner: (a) municipally, (b) industrially, and

(c) private agency eponsored.

al Commercial recreatlonal facllities.--These must be

considered important resources for group life in a community.

The location, in Rosemount, of many commercial facillties for

group life, has already been described, in a general way, in

precedlng pages. Included in the present discussion are such

establishments as candy stores and ice cream parlours, rest

aurants and cafes, taverns, music or record bars, bowling

alleys, pool halls, and theatres.

Obildren, young people, and adults in a community draw on

such resources, to varying degrees, in meeting their needs,

both individually and collectively. When a candy store, a

bowling alley, a pool hall, a restaurant, a cafe, or a tavern,

becomes a "hang-out" for groups of young people, the experience

wbich results is often a good experience, and just as often it

is not, depending entirely on the circumstances and persons

lnvolved. Frequently groups of delinq.uent youths choose such
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places as their headquarters, or at least as a place of meet

ing until such time as the program of the afternoon or evening

is planned.

A study of these commercial establishments in Rosemount

might reveal much interesting and valuable information, which

would have a reai bearing on the present study. This has not

been possible, however, it is a limitation of the study that

this important aspect of study has not been included. Situa

tional information, for even a small group of representative

boy members of the Rosemount Boys' Club, between April, 1949,

and July, 1950, might have taken the reader into every com

mercial establishment, 8uch as described aboya, in Rosemount.

b) Seasonal recreational facilities.--As stated above,

these include those both privately and publically owned and

operated, such as: (1) parks and playgrounds, (2) tennis courts,

and (3) skating rinks.

There are as many as 17 parks and playgrounds in Rosemount.

Not aIl of these are fini shed and ready for use, but land has

been marked off for use in this way. There are 6 or 7 play

grounds, and 10 parka in the Ward. It 18 of Intereat that 14

of the 17 parka and playgrounds in Rosemount, are above Rose

Mount Boulevard, in the newer section of the Ward; while only

3 parks and playgrounds are below Rosemount Boulevard. Of the

three below Rosemount Boulevard, Maisonneuve Park ls east of

Pie IX Boulevard, a playground Is round close to the extreme

eastern boundary of the Ward, and only one playground ia ln the

section west of Pie IX Boulevard, and south of Rosemount Boule-
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yard, or the older section of the Ward.

A map of Rosemount Ward was used to spot various resources

for group life, and institutions located in Rosemount. The

numbers that have, with one exception,l been used to identity

the parks and playgrounds on the spot map, were the numbers

which identified the dossiers on the parka and playgrounds, in

the department of the City Hall (Room 414), where they were

filed. The spot map shows their location, and it becomes c1ear

that even if the whole of the newer section were built up,

there would still be about the right number of parks in that

section. Such, however, is not the case for the older section

of Rosemount Ward. Undoubtedly the older section was well

established before the question of adequate playgrounds was

given consideration. In any event, it is well that provision

for this has been made ln the newer section, and it Is hoped

that the land, which has been set aalde, will be fUrther devel

oped and equlpped for the purpose for which it is intended.

There are about 15 Individual tennis courts in Rosemount,

at 4 different locations, aIl south of Rosemount Boulevard,

between Seventh and Eleventh Avenues. It is believed that

there are 6 tennis courts on Eleventh Avenue, below Masson

Street. Also that there are 6 tennis courts on Ninth Avenue,

that ia, four at Rosemount Boulevard, and two at Armand Street.

In addition, It Is believed that there are 3 tennls courts on

IThe playground located at Fortieth Avenue and Belle
chasse Street does not have a number on the spot map, because
the number of the dossier ia not known.
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Seventh Avenue, at Rosemount Boulevard. If there are others,

the writer does not know of them. Among the sponsoring agen

cies, are the Rosemount First United Church, and the C.P.R.

A.A.A.

The writer understands that 8 skating rinks operate, in

Rosemount, during the winter months. Most of these are main

tained by the City, whereas two of them are connected with

Roman Catholic schools. Of the eight, four are located in

the older section of the Ward, and four in the newer section,

above Rosemount Boulevard. AlI are strategically placed to

good advantage. Three of the eight skating rinks are in

public parks and playgrounds. One is in Park No. 190; one

ln Park No. 142, which ls Campbell' 8 Playground; and the

third lsin Park No. 68, whleh is Maisonneuve Park.

For the other five, one 18 at Ninth Avenue and Belanger

Street, near the Y.M.C.A. (Nesbitt Sehool) and the Rosemount

Clvle Recreatlon Centre; another ls on Fourteenth Avenue,

between Rosemount Boulevard and Dandurand Street, beb1nd the

Rosemount Boys' Club; a third ls at Twenty-Sixth Avenue and

Beaublen Street, near St. Jean Baptiste Vianny School; a

fourth 18 at Fifteenth Avenue and Dandurand Street, and 18

owned and operated by the st. Francois Solano Seheol; finally

there ls a skating rink at Flfth Avenue and Dandurand Street l

which is owned and operated by St. Jean de Brebeuf Scheol.

e ) Religious, educational, and r ecreational insti~

tions.--As stated above, these include: (1) churches,

(2) scnooâ s , and (3) centres, whioh are sponsored in me fol1ow.
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ing manner: (a) municipally, (b) industrially, and (c) private

agency sponsored.

The report of the Assessors' department of the City of

Montreal for the fiscal year May l, 1951, to April 1, 1952;

reveals that there were 16 churches appearing on the tax roll,

at that time. 1 Unfortunately, although the Department fur-

nished the names of these, only 12 of the 16 churches men-

tioned have been identitied by the writer. The 12 churches

and places of worship are spotted on the map showing various

of the resources for group life, and institutions located in

Rosemount. These churches are six Roman Catholic churches,

and six non-Roman Catholic churches.

North of Rosemount Boulevard, in the newer section of

Rosemount, there are 3 Roman Catholic churche~ and parishes,

and a pentecostal tabernacle. Two of the Roman Catholic

churches are actually north of Belanger street, so that the

one parish serves a large area.

South of Rosemount Boulevard are three other Roman

Catholic churches, and parishes, as weIl as 5 Protestant

churches including an Anglican church, a Presbyterian church,

and two United churches, as weIl as the Gospel Hall. AlI of

these are below Rosemount Boulevard between Fourth and Eigh-

teenth Avenues, in the older section of Rosemount.

Plans are underway in Rosemount to establish at least

lCity of Montreal, Assessors t Department, Op. Oit.,
p. 21.
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three other Roman Catholic parishes. The City Assessors'

Department gave the following names of Roman Catholic chur

ches which appeared on the tax roll, but are not located on

the map included in thls thesis: Notre Dame du Foyer; St.

Albert le Grand; and st. Marc, which seems ta be located in

Montcalm Ward as listed in the telephone directory. In

addition, the City Assessors' Department gave a second Rose

Mount First United Church. The writer wondered whether the

latter had only to do with taxation purposes, possibly a

rectory. The locati on of these four churches was not defi

nitely established by the writer. For this reason they are

not on the map of resources here presented.

There are 17 schools in Rosemount, as weIl as an annex

to one of the schools. Fourteen of the se, as weIl as the

annex, are Roman Catholic institutions. Until recently,

there were only two Protestant grade , schools in Rosemount.

The Rosemount High School has just been erected and is

located on the map, altbough it was not in operation between

April, 1949, and July, 1950, which was the time of thls

study. The former Rosemount School is now called Nesbitt

School, in order to avoid confusion between that and the new

Rosemount High.

Eight Roman Catholic scheols, and two Protestant schools,

including the new high school, are located in the newer sec

tion of Rosemount, north of Rosemount Boulevard. Six Roman

Catholic schools, and the Madeleine D'Ailleboust (Annex), as

weIl as a Protestant grade school are below Rosemount Boule-
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yard, in the older section of the Ward. These are all located

between Fifth Avenue and Pie IX Boulevard.

As it happens, centres located in Rosemount are sponsored

in the following manner: (a) municipally, (b) industrially,

(e) prlvate ageney sponsored.

Only four centres in Rosemount have been located on the

spot map here presented. The work of Roman Catholic centres

ln Rosemount i8 not known. It is possible that the work of

the Roman Catholic eommunity in Rosemount with children and

young people is correlated with the ehurch and school buildings.

The facts about the work of tbis element in the population of

Rosemountare not known. It is a limitation of the present

study that this important aspect has not been treated, however,

future studiea May give insight into the situation. A com

munity organization study would be an invaluable source of

information on thia subject.

The Rosemount Civie Recreation Centre was not in operation

between April, 1949, and July, 1950. It i5, however, located

on the map of re50urceB. Ol t ia owned and operated by the City

of Montreal. The building includes a swimming pool, an audi

torium, a public 11brary, and the district division of the City

of Montreal, Department of Health, whleh includes a well-baby

c1ioic, and a dental clinic. It iB located on Rosemount Boule

vard between Eighth and Nlnth Avenues.

The Canadian Pacifie Railway Amateur Athletic Association

(C.P.R.A.A.A.), ia located in Rosemount near the Angus Shops.

It is on Eleventh Avenue below Masson Street. Tbis ia an
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athletic association wh1cnwas set up by the Company some

years ago, for the use of C.P.R. (Angus Shops) employees~

It is a self-supporting membership association. The

facilities are owned by the C.P.R., and include tennis

courts and bowling alleys. There is a full-time program

director, and the program is run by membersbip commit tees

in co-operation with the director. In addition to the

athletic program, a weekly social dance is generally held,

for which an admission charge of $1.00 is paid.

Today, only about half of the members are employees of

the C.P.R. (Angus Shops). At one time it was decided to

extend the use of facilities to friends and relatives of the

employees. Thus the C.P.R.A.A.A. has taken on certain of

the characteristics of commercial recreation. Plans for

reorganization are presently being considered.

At one time the Angus Shops employed an extremely bigh

proporti0n of local people. There were relatively few French

employees. Today, the proportion of Rosemount people working

in the Shops is estimated to be less than a quarter of all

employees. Becauee of compuleory education laws in the

Province, and the increase in the number of trade schools,

along with the in-service-training program or apprentice

system, many young French people are taking up trades. This

trend la today reflected in the Angus Shopa.

Due to lack of adequate facllities for young adult and

older people in Rosemount, the C.P.R.A.A.A. could become an

increasingly important resource. It is of interest to spec-
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This is mentioned in passing#

and further discussion is beyond the scope of the present

undertaking.

There i8 a Branch of the Montreal Y.M.C.A. in Rosemount.

Altbough the Y.M.C.A. means Many different things to Many

different people, it is officially described as a "world-wide

fellowship of persons united by a common loyalty to Jesus

Christ for the purpose of developing Christian personality

and building a Christian society."l The Association does

not own a building in Rosemount, although it has plans for

building in that district. The Y.M.C.A. headquarters in

Rosemount is housed in the former Rosemount School, now known

as Nesbitt School, which is located on Rosemount Boulevard,

near Eighth Avenue.

Section B. The Rosemount Boys' Club

1. Planning for RecreationalFacilities and
Services in Rosemount, and Events Lead

ing to the Erection of the Present
Rosemount Boys' Club Building

A social agency, such as the Rosemount Boys' Club, has

a past, a present and a future. Many interrelated acts and

activities which spring from the ,goal of humanitarian service

are embodied in the agency, and are an expression of service.

The Rosemount Boys' Club is, at least in part, a realization

of a social planning process.

lY.M.C.A., Association Forum, Vol. 31, No. 5 (September
October, 1950), p. 5.
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Of particular interest in the present study, are the

data of historical aignificance taken from records wh1ch

refer to efforts made to asses sand provide for lei sure - time

needs in Rosemount as far back as 1925. 1 Count1ess numbers

of persons and groups were, in fact, involved in giving life

to the Rosemount Boys' Club.

Surveys made by the Y.M.C.A. in 1925, and 1927, as weIl

as a survey of population trends in relation to community

work, made in 1930 by the Montreal Council of Social Agencies,

indicated beyond doubt that institutiona1 equipment for the

promotion of leisure-time activities in Rosemount was greatly

needeô ,

It was proposed by the Y.W.C.A., in 1930, that a Y.W.C.A.

building be erected in Rosemount. Thi s plan was not approved

by Welfare Federation because the building would serve only

girls. The Montreal Parks and Playgrounds Association was

active in Rosemount in the 'thirties. It operated a play-

ground, a skating rink and a community centre.

A study of the spare-time activities of 1,000 school

children ln Rosemount was conducted by the Montreal Boys'

Association, in 1936. 2 Shortly before that time, the Y.M.C.A.

in co-operation wlth the Rosemount Communlty Centre formed a

IMontreal Councll of Social Agencies, Committee re Rose
mount Boys' Club, Minutes of Meeting ReId on Tuesda~, April 19,
1938, at 12 o'clock noon In the Board Room of the e11 Tele
ihone compant Beaver Hail Building (from the riles of Mr. C.H.
ylie, Execu ive Director of the Montreal Boys' Association.

2The Montreal Boys' Association, Op. Cit., pp. 5.
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Rosemount Reereatian Couneil. The vari ous ehurehes were rep-

resented on this- couneil.

The purpose of the study was stated as follows:

In dealing with problem boys in the Rosemount area dur
ing the past few years, the Mont r ea l Boys' Association,
becoming more and more concerned because of the diffi
cultY in linking boys ~ith recreational, social and
character building programmes, wherein a sufficlent
amount of their time would be looked after to ensur-e .'
thelr removal from the temptations of street life,
instituted a study of the spare-time activities of one
tbousand school cbildren in the area in question. l

The study concluded that the ma.jori ty of cbildren in the

area were without opportunities for supervised recreation;

that the amount of time spent by cbildren at undirected street

play indicated the need for a yeer-round programme; ~t many

of the families wereln economic distress; that there was a

clearly defined need for some one organization to assume the

responslbl1ity for the co-ordination and expansion of the

varlous programmes wbich at the tlme were spon sor ed for youth.

A group met to consider the study. Twenty persons were

present whi ch i nc1uded promlnent ci tizens of Ros emount, as weIl

as repreaentatives of fourteen agencies, churcbes, schools, and

other organizations. Thoae represented were: Central United

Church, Rosemount First United Church, the Rosemount Brother

hood, St. Luke's Anglican Church, the Girl Guides, the Boy

Scouts, the Montreal Boys' Association, the Montreal Parks and

~laygrounds Association, the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., the Drum

mond School, the Family Welfare Association, the V.O.N., and

the Montreal Couricil of Social Agencies.

---------------_._---------------
IThe Montreal Boys' Association, Op. Cit., p. 1.
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As a result of this meeting, the Rosemount Recreation

Council was reorganized to include representatives of aIl

organizatlons dealing l'li th you th ln the ar-ea., l t b eo ame

known as the Rosemount Youth Council. The purpose of the

Council was to act in an advisory capacity in co-ordinating

or initlating programmes.

The year 1938 was of particular historical significance.

It was in 1938 that the Rotary Club of Montreal went into the

whole question of erecting a Rosemount Boys' Club. The

Rotarians' plans were very comprehensive, and the study they

made at that time was far reaching. The wbole question of

dellnquency was reviewed. The Boyst Club Federation of Can

ada participated in this "work. A spot map was prepared

showing the locatian of the churches and schools in Rosemount,

as weIl as the total number of juvenile delinquents who

appeared before the Juvenile Court, in 1937. A club build

ing was actually planned and the co sts were estimated. The

location of a site for the club was thoroughly studied. The

method of administration was also given considerable thought.

The plan was discussed wi th other organizatlona worklng ln

Rosemount. It seeméd as though the time had cern e at Las t ,

Sometb1ng very concret was proposed, and the erection of a

new club building seemed near at hand.

But new events soon shelved the buildi ng pro ject ag afn ,

There was a long list of needs for Federation to finance,

whi ch were already registered "by existing member agenci es of

Welfare Federation. It seemed unlikely that the Federation

would be able to accept financial obligation for the wo rk in
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three years time. A committee of the Montreal Council of

Social Agencies was appointed by the Board of Governors to

study the Montreal Rotary C1ub 's proposa1. The Committee

recommended that tlle proposa1 was a socia11y desirab1e pro

ject, to be undertaken if at al1 possible. Many questions

came up during the discussions which took place, and it is

important to note that this discussion was very va1uab1e,

apart from the final decision in the matter. This decision,

taken by the Rotary Club of Montreal, was to abandon i ta

building plan. The major reason was because of the strin

gent economy plans which We1fare Federation was ob1iged to

use, at that time. The Federation was not able to encour

age the Rotary plan, which was to ask for sorne he1p from

Federation at the beginning of the third year of club oper

ation, and to ask for full financial support of the club by

Welfare Federation, after a period of five years.

The committee of the Montreal Council of Social Ageh

cies, on the Rosemount Boys' Club, met three times before

May, 1938, and submitted a confidential report on May 4,

1938. The minutes of these meetings are very interesting,

sorne 'of the data taken from these records have been cited

above. Sorne highlights of the discussion are of particular

interest, and have a bearing on the present study. For ex

ample, it was revealed that a study, along the lines of the

study made by the Montreal Boys' Association, in 1936, showed

that while 61.1 per cent of the children studied in 1936 had

somé contact, only 36.6 per cent had contact wi th organized
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groups in Rosemount, in 1938. Juvenile delinquency rates

for the district continued to be high. It was also revealed

that there were approximately 2,300 non-Roman Catholic boys

and girls enrolled in the two elementary Protestant schools

in Rosemount.

Sorne felt that because the population of Rosemount, at

that time, was 75 per cent Roman Catholic, that Welfare

Federation would be financing a project wbich would include

large percentages of Roman Catholic children, witbout support

from the Federation of Catholic Charities. It was also sug

gested that the district was largely dependent on charitable

and social welfare agencies.

Two major suggestions were brought to light. The first

was that there was need for recreational and leisure-tlme

activity for all members of the femiIy group, at least in

the English-speaking Protestant population element. It WaS

proposed that there be a fawily centre. Secondly, if the

family centre idea were not possible, it was suggested that

the Rotary proposaI for a boys' club should be considered

one unit of a wider community scheme. The needs of girls

were thought to be as important as those of the boys. Use

of adjoining facilities by boys and girls, such as a swim

ming pool and a gymnasium, was suggested.

In 1941, three years after the Rotary Club of Montreal

abandoned its building project, a small boys' club was

established on Rosemount Boulevard, east of Tenth Avenue,

through the efforts of the Mon t r eal Boys' Association. The
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Klnsmen Club of Montreal had a few hundred dollars which it

was anxious to spend on boys' work in Rosemount. The members

wished to participate in any project to be undertaken, rather

than merely to contribute to a fund. The premises above the

Roads Department offices were rented from the City of Montreal,

at a nominal fee, and tbis space was used for leisure-time

activities for a group of approximately 100 boys. These boys

were selected by the Montreal Boys' Association, and the pro

ject was supervised by the worker from the Association who

was appointed to the district of Rosemount.

Meanwhile, the financial position of Welfare Federation

had changed. In 1949, another service club, the Kinsmen

Club of Montreal, who were also interested in boys, appointed

a Boys' Club Fund Committee. The function of the committee

was to gather facts and figures, to bave surveys made, and to

study, with specialists, the problem of youth work in Rose

mount. This was initiated because certain funds, held by the

Kinsmen Club, were incorporated for boys' work, in 1941.

The committee of the Kinsmen Club had the complete co

operation of the Rotary Club of Montreal. Again the Fed

erated Boys' Clubs of Canada participated in the work. Old

surveys and studies were reviewed. It was decided te build

a Boys' Club in Rosemount. The site on Lafond street was

obtained from the City of Montreal. Plans and sketches of

the proposed building were drawn up, and tenders were received

from contractora. Costa of building, equipment, and main

tenance were estimated. Welfare Federation was able, at this
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time,to undertake responsibility for subsequent financial

support of the Club, and the plan went forward to completion.

Thus i t was that the Rosemount Boys' Club was lia dream

come true ff • It was with much pride that 900 persons turned

out for the official opening of the Rosemount Boys' Club, on

November 3, 1949. · This was indeed an historie occasion.

Viscount Alexander of Tunis, then Governor General of

Canada, was present and gave an inspiring address. The Mayor

of Montreal attended, as weIl as many other prominent citizens.

There were members of the Corporati on and Board of the Rose-

mount Boys' Club, as well as representatives of organizatians

in Rosemount and Montreal. The citiz~ns of Rosemount came to

the gathering as well as Club members. The gymnasium-auditorium

was filled to over-flowing. The following statement is taken

from a statement made by the Governor General:

This tablet says that the Rosemount Boys' Club is the
generous gift to this community of the Kinsmen Club
of Montreal, and on your behalf l would like to thank
the Kinsmen Club and to congratulate their members on
their good work arid great generosity.l

2. Boys' Club Philosophy and General Purposes

Since the groups who sponsoreà the Rosemount Boys' Club

reached the final decision that the projecteà agency should

be a Boys' Club rather than a family centre, a Y.W.C.A., or

any of the other typical varieties of agencies which provide

lBOys' Club s of Canada, A BOtS t Club Plan: Material
Descri~tive of the Rosemount Boys Club~ and Prepared for
the dt awa Boys' Club, (unpubl1shed), l 49. ----
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for constructive use of leisure time, it is weIl to look at

the Boys' Club roovement .

a) The Boys' Club Movement.--A statement of the

philosophies, policies, programs, methods, and procedures

which have developed out of more than seventy-five years of

Boys' Club operation and service to boys, is to be found in

the Manual of Boys' Clubs of America. l

The history of the Boys' Club Movement dates back many

years to the days of Jacob Riis. This well-known figure, in

the field of social work in New York during the latter part

of the nineteenth century, was a founder of the Boys' Club

Movement. Down through the years the continued interest of

many scholars and of moral leaders in the problems of youth

and most particularly young boys, whom they considered one

of the nation's greatest assets, has been channeled into the

Boys' Club Movement.

The underlying purpose of Boys' Clubs is to proviàe for

the health, social, educational, vocational, and character

development of boys. Today there are hundreds of Boys' Clubs

in the United States and Canada. The national Federation of

Boys' Clubs of America has its counterpart in the Boys' Clubs

of Canada. Out of their collective experience, both past

and present, cames a wealth of reading material on everything

from how to run a library, to suggestions with regard to

l Boys' Clubs of America, Manual of Boys' Club Operat~

(New York, 1947), pp. 368.
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organization for control and administration of a Boys' Club.

b) By-laws of the Rosemount Boys' Club.--The by-Iaws

of the Rosemount Boys'Club state that any adult resldent

of greater Montreal regardless of nationality, religion or

poli tical beliet May become a memb er of the c o rp oration. l

This is in keeping with Boys' Club philosophy that a Boys'

Club is non-sectarian not only in its membership, but also

in its control and leadership.2

Members of the board of directors of the Rosemount Boys'

Club are elected at the annual meeting of the corporation.

The by-laws of the agency state that the board of ~irectors

shall meet once a month, excepting in July, and August. 3

The following statements are taken from Article V of

the By-laws of the Rosemount Boys' Club Inc.: 4

Section l
The business, property and affairs of the

corporation shall be managed by a board of directors
which shall have the power to initiate and approve
plans and programs for the welfare of boys; have
custody and management of the land, bui ldi ng s , equip
ment, securities and all other properties of the
corporation; adopt the annual budget of the corpor
ation; borrow money, raise and disburse fundsj in
vest and reinvest funds of the corporation; 8ell,
buy and exchange properties and securitles of the

lRosemount Boys' Club, By-laws, Article 1, Section l
(Montreal, 1949).

2Boys' Clubs of America, Philosophies, Work, Standards
of Boys' Clubs (New York, 1947), p. 7.

3Rosemount Boys' Club, By-laws, Article III, Section 1
(Montreal, 1949).

4I b1d., Article V, Sections l, 2 and 4 (Montreal, 1949).
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corporation; make contracts; appoint the executive
director; and appoint, or delegate the power to ap
point, other employees of the corporation; fix the
compensation of all employees of the cor-po r a tio n;
and perform all other duties and shall have such
powers as may be necessary to ca:rry out the purpose
of the corporation.

Section 2
The number of rnembers of the board of direc

tors, who shall be members of the corporation, shall
be fifteen, who shall be elected at the first annual
meeting.

Section 4
All officers of the corporation shall be

either elected or ex-officio members of the board
of directors during their term of office.

Board members of the Rosemount Boys' Club are elected

for a two year periode On alternate years, seven or eight

board members are elected, so that the term of office of all

fifteen members does not expire the sarne year.

There are three standing committees of the board of

directors of the Rosemount Boys' Club, namely, a finance

committee, a program and personnel committee, and a property

maintenance committee.

members ,

Each committee consists of five

3. The Present Rosemount Boys' Club Buildirg

The Rosemount Boys' Club, as previously stated, was

sponsored by the Kinsmen Club of Montreal, and was planned

under the direction of the Boys' Clubs of Canada.

The work of the Boys' Clubs of Canada included the

selection of the site, consultation with the architect in

the planning of the building and the supervision of cons-

truction, as well as the selection and training of its
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executive personnel, its metbod of board management and of

its operation. The Boys' Clubs of Canada is aided in its

services through its affiliation with the Boys' Clubs of

America.

The Rosemount Boys' Club was constructed of reinforced

concrete, cement block, brick faced and was erected at a

cast of $155,000.00. The building was completed and the

doors opened to the membership in April, 1949. Figure 2

is a print made from the negative of a photograph of the

arcbitects' sketch of the outside of the building.

The Rosemount Boys' Club is a Red Featber Agency of

Welfare Federation of Montreal, whtch organization contri

buted $2,000.00 for the first year of operation, increasing

annually by $2,000.00 until the entire budget is assumed.

In the meantime, the sponsoring service club, the Kinsmen

Club of Montreal, is responsible for the balance of the

operating expense.

The annual operating budget for the year 1950, was

fifteen thousand, five hundred dollars ($15,500.00).

The Club has two hundred and eighteen ~usand (218,000)

cubic feet of space, p1anned to provide a maximum of

efficient operation with a minimum of staff and operating

expense. Four photographs of the architects' drawings,

showing a sketch of the building and plans of the three

floora have been secured from the Boys' Club of Canada,

and are included in the following pages along with a briel

description, in order to provide illustrative material for
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the reader. 1

a) The basement. --The basement was designed in a way

suited to meet the needs of the "vâ ecounb" Division Royal

Canadian Sea Cadet Corps. Figure 3 shows the basement

f100r plan. Much of i t was unexcavated, part of i t was

used as a boiler room, but two ward rooms and a shooting

range were used, primarily, by the Sea Cadet Corps.

Authoritative figures suggest that the capacity of the

shooting gallery was 20 boys at a time, and tbat of the

ward rooms was 10 boys at a time. 2

This came about through the fact tha t the Navy League

of Canada contributed $25,000.00 to the building fund in

order to have room for its work in the building. The

entire building was used exclusive1y by the Sea Cadets one

evening a week,

b) The ground floor. --Figure 4 i s a pri nt made fro m

the negative of a photograph of the archi tects' drawing,

and shows the ground floor plan. The ground t'loor was

made up of the gymnasium, a locker room and showers, a large

games room, a small kitchen off the games room, and the

lobby, offices, bathrooms, cloakroom, etc.

2See Appendix, p. 263.



R05EMOUNT I)OYS' CLUB a MONTREAL ~UE.

&O'LE~

UNEXCAVATt:O

~~ES

UN[)CO.VKŒD
WARD
ROOM

SHOOT\" G RAI'tC:>E
W"RD
ttooM

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN

SCALE IN fEET

T T IJ,WlJ
BOYS' CLUBS OF CANADA LUXe & D'fiLé ./Ire/i/fecfs



ROSEMOUNT E>OYS' CLUe, <J MONTREAL QUE.

&SO'·o"

.T.
K1'l:MEN

1
S'l'DIWft

LOCKERS
30" 22

1., l:T.'11 çr_l~ 1

uP •• Jr:l o
.",

"

T

GYMNASIUM
150 " teo
20 M,c;H

~
LOSSY

<::JAMES
ROOM
24" 58
10 HlCi"

1i"''J'tr

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

BOYS' CLUe>5 Of CANADA LURe & [itffè, ./Irch/lecls



- 65 -

The gymnasium was large and bright. There was pro-

vision for an audience in that bleachers were built in along

the west wall. The room served a dual purpose of a gymnasium

and an auditorium.

Gymnasium equipment was inadequate when the Club opened

because of the cost, however, the purchase of needed equip-

ment, such as, parallel bars, a box horse, a pommel horse, a

spring-board, mats, etc., was high on the list of priorities.

An expensive piece of equipment which was used in the

gymnasium was a movie projector, which was owned by the Rose-

MOunt Boys' Club. A second expensive pi ece 0 f equipment

which was alsa used in the gymnasium was a public address

system and a record player.

As program is treated in a later chapter, it will be

stated that the figure given for the capacity of the gym

nasium for active participation in activity at one time was

48 boys. Of course this figure would not account for

audience participation. The locker room was bui lt to

accommodate the sarne number. l

The games room was of good size, and was alloted a

capacity of 50 boys at one time. 2 The room was bright and

airy with windows along three sides. There was a pool table

at the west end of the room, and two ping pong tables were at

the east end of the room.

lSee Appendix, p. 263.

2
~., p. 263.

Between these, in the centre of
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the room, there were small wooden tables of solid construc

tion, which were abou t the size of c ar-d tables. Chairs

were placed around these tables. Theae were used by tuoae

playing table games.

A amall kitchen opened off the games room. It was

mainly used as a canteen for soft drinks and candy. The

size of the kitchen was rather a disadvantage from the point

of view of certain program needs.

There was a counter in the lobby. It was at tnis

counter that the daily door check was taken. Boys and girls

went to the counter and gave their numbers on entering the

Club.

From th1s counter, too, boys secured their table games,

and returned them after use. The main entrance ani the

offices opened off the lobby; as weIl as the locker room,

which also had an entrance into the gymnasium; the bathrooms;

and the stairway to floors above and below. There was a

notice board in the lobby. A small cloakroom was u sed by

members, which was located back of the counter and beside two

of the three offices. The tbird office was on the south

side of the front door, near the gymnasium.

c) The second floor.--Half of the second floor was made

up by the upper part of the gymnasium. Figure 5 ia a print

made from the negative of a photograph of the architects'

drawing, and shows the second floor plan.

At the north-eastern corner of the second rloor was a

small apartment in which the executive director of the Club,
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and his family, 11ved , The ap artmen ti, the stairway, a small

bathroom, and four other rooms opened from a small hall on

the second floor. The four rooms were used for Club program,

and were: (1) The library; (2) The club room; (3) The craft

shop; and (4) The Senior games room.

One of the four rooms was used for a library. TM s was

at the south-wastern corner of the second floor. Altbough

the window in the library faced west, according to the nomen

clature of Montreal Streets, the room really had a sa u thern

exposure, and was, therefore, bright and werm.

The furnishings were attractive and comfortable. The

room was well designed and equipped for the purpose for

which it was intended. The capacity of the roomwas 20 boys

at a time. 1

The club room was beside the library on the north side,

and had the same sunny exposure as the library. It was a

larger room. The furnishings consisted of a piano, a ping

pong table, and several good-sized tables and chai~s, made

of wood and of solid constructi~n. There were two large

cupboar-ds in the club room for storage of electric al equt p

ment and program supplies. An estimated 30 boys at a time

was the figure glven for the capacity of the club room.2

The third room, directly ac r-os s .the hall fram the lib

rs:ry and the club room, was used as a craft sno p , Tbere

-----------------------_.--------
lSee Appendix, p. 263~

2I b i d., p.263.
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was a good supply of permanent equipment for wood work,

the craft for which the room was primarily designed. There

was a large storage cupboard in the room. The room had a

large window, and the fire-escape led down from here. It

was estimated that the capacity of the craft shop was 24

boys at one time. 1

The fourtn room on the second floor was c alled the

Senior games room. Thi s room was smaller than th e game s

room on the ground floor, because of the apartment at the

north-eastern corner of the second floor. It was directly

above the games room on the ground floor.

The senior games room was used, by the boys, only for

boxing and was devoid of furnishings. There were a few

mats and punchlng bags in the room. The room was bright

with windows along two sides. The estimated capacity of

the room was 35 boys at one time. 2

lSee Appendix, p. 263.

2
~., p. 263..



CHAPTER III

THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE ROSm~OUNT BOYS' CLUB DURING

THE FIRST SIXTEEN MONTHS, ENDING IN JULY, 1950

In Chapter III the aim is te look closely at the mem

bership, of both sexes, of the Rosemount Boys' Club Inc.,

as shown through a study of informat10n gained from the

Permanent Membersh1p Record cards1, whLeh members are required

to f111 in at the time of application for memb er shl p ,

A worker in an ageney, such as the one under considera

tion, "cornes to grips" wi th immedi ate problems of program

as soon as the doors are opened. Previaus orientation pro-

vides a partial background of knowledge about the community

as weIl as the h1stary, philosophy and polie1es of the

particular agency setting. This, combined wi th knowledge

and experience in ways and means of working wi th people in

groups, plus facilities, equipment and general preparation,

provides a f'r-amewo r-k, A major question at the time 0 f

initial contact is, what can we lsarn fram club members?

A second major questi0n ia, how does one proceed to do the

job at hand in the most effective way?

One writer vt ew s the task in general terms as "A pro

cess and method thr0ugh which indivlduals in groups, in

social agency settings, are helped by a worker to relate

themselves to others and ta experience growth opportunitles

---------------------------
ISee Appendix, pp. 266 and 267.
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in accordance with needs and capacities."l He goes on to

s t a te that "the ne ed for group experience i s basic and univer

sal" and that the individual needs If a variety of experience,

on a variety of levels." The worker as the "helping perscn If,

must begin "at the point o f n eed";

The writer emphasizes the concept of program as "any

thing and everything the group does to sati sry i ts interests",

pointing out that whereas the worker thinks in terms of method,

individuals and groups are thinking in terms of an experience.

The "group itself i8 a major tool" in the type of work des-

c r-Lb ed ,

Suc h information as is gained through the device of the

Permanent Member8hip Record card has a real, if liwited, sig-

nificance. This information ~lays its part in that it con-

tributes to understanding the "point of need". While secon-

dary sources of information are not the point at whlch one

stops with t.he feeling that everytrûng i8 now known, they

provide a good place ta begin as one looks into the question

of: Where do we go from here?

Chapter III represents a beginning. It 18 not immedi-

ately concerned with prlmary sources of information. The

focus 18 not on what Is happening when the doors are open,

but ()n a study which may weIl be going on behind the scenes.

It seeks a plcture of the me~bership as a whole. Wherever

possible It looks bey()nd in comparing the membership with the

IHarleigh Trecker, Social Group Work Principles and
Practlce· (New York, 1948), pp. 8 and 9.
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total population of Rosemount.

A study of information gained from the Permanent Mem

bership Record cards provides answers to certain of the

questions about the Ro semount Boys' Club, i ta rremb ership ·of

both sexes, and its program, which were raiaed at tbe outset

of the present research undertaking. . These questions and

answers have their implications with respect to the total

program of the agency. This would include community

relationships and agency admini stratlon, in addi ti'Jn t 0

direct work with groups. Through democratic administration,

purposes and policies are shared in the making and methods

are understood and agreed to. Planning assures that things

are done in an orderly way, and that action will be based on

facts. The form of organization of an agency assures har

mony and a co-ordinated whole. Direction suggests tr~t a

plan ia appraised against time and cost, while evaluation is

concerned with the quality of performance in aIl aspects of

the administrative process.

In any community, and particularly in a community such

as Rosemount which â s marked by rapid growth and change, an

agency has the responsibili ty of deflning what area and what

population elements it aims toserve, as weIl as stating its

purpo ae s ,

Section A of Chapter III answers certain of these ques

tions for the first sixteen months of operatio n of the Rose

mount Boys' Club, ending in July, 1950. It ia important to

establish these facts because the Rosemount Boys' Club was
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new at that time and, of necessity, much of the work doue

during this peri od might be considered to have been experi

mental in nature.

Whom did the agency serve? This question is partly

answered when the age and sex di stribution 0 f the memb ership

is revealed and a comparison is made witû the total popula

tion of Rosemount. The scope of the work, in terms of

numbers served, is shown by the growth of the membership

during the first sixteen months of operation.

Sec0ndly, what area did the Rosemount Boys' Club serve?

The answer ta this questi~n was partly derived through the

use of spot maps. Data uncovered in Chapter II, provides

a background of information against which the significance

of the area, fr~m which members were drawn, stands out. For

example, the resources for group life in the area served and

conditions or situations that would tend to have made life

pleasant or unpleasant, such as housing, delinquency, and

other general features of the immediate environment, were

discussed in Section A, of Chapter II.

Further, spot maps showed the members' homes in tneir

proximity to the Rosemount Boys' Club, and they enable one

to make a study of the age and sex distribution of the mem

bers in relation to distances from their homes to the Club.

The location of the Rosemount Boys' Club thus becomes an

import~~t issue of community planning for recreation from

the point of view of accessibility to various parts of Rose

Mount.
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An agency also seeks to know as much as possible about

cultural elemen ts in the backgrounds of i ts memb ers. For

example, Group Work takes account of likenesses and differ

ences. One method mlght be applied in the case of a group

in which members have a similar background, and quite another

when members of the group have markedly different elements in

their cultural backgrounds.

Just as the weIl known features of Mon t r e al , a cosmo

politan ar-ea, have their bearing on the district withwbich

we are primarily concerned, so the features of Rosemount have

their bearing on the total membership of the Club. In turn

the situation within the whole agency is reflected in the

patterns of smaller groups in the program. The study of

these smaller groups is also of major importance. It is

weIl for an agency to seek a picture of the cultural elements

in the backgrounds of the t~tal membership. This provides

its frame of reference, and it establishes a body of facts,

which are used i~ planning and evaluation. They also have

their place in broader community relatianships, as well as in

direct work with groups in the agency. Section B, of Chap

ter III, explores "cuLbur-a'l," e1ements in the backgrounds of

members, of both sexes, between April, 1949 and July, 1950.

Chapter III is divided into two sections. Section A

reveals the growth of the membership, of bath sexes, in the

Rosemount Boys' Club as shown by monthly a.dditions for the

first sixteen months, ending in July, 1950.

Having estab1ished the scope of work with rega.rd to the
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number of members of both sexes, and the growth of the mem-

bership, ecological features were explored. Members t homes

were located on the Rosemount Ward map to show proximity to

the agency. Different colours were used for various age

groups, to facilitate study of the ecological features in

relation to age distribution. In the case of members who

lived outside the ward, of whom there were comparatively few,

estimates were made of the distances travelled. A study of

the delinquency ratio was also included here, to place further

emphasis on this important aspect of the work of the agency.

Section B, of Chapter III, deals with the "cultural"

background of club members. The indices of "cultural" back-

ground which have been used are those referring ta birthplacej

religion, ethnic origin, and language; churches and schools;

employment; and recreation. Annual reports of the Rosemount

Boys ' Club and calculations based on figures taken from 1941

Census are iffiportant sources of data in Section B, of Chapter

III. It is unfortunate that 1951 Census data were not pub-

lished at the time of writing. Population figur es through-

out were taken from the 1941 Census data.

Section A. The Growth of the Membershl..2-and Their
Proximityto th~Rosemount Boys!-~ub

1. Growth of the Membership

It is of interest to o-bserve the rate at whi ch boys came

to register with the Rosemount Boys' Club. Thinking b ack,

it was perhaps not possible to estimate what the response would

be, altl~ugh all indications were that boys would join in large
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numbers due to the great need in Rosemount for facilities for

recreation. This was actually the case as shown in Table l.

The analysis, based on the dates of registration, reveals

that 1,197 boys and 136 girls joined the Rosemount Boys' Club

during the first sixteen months of operation, ending in July,

1950. lt is on this period of time that the present research

undertaking is mainly focused.

Table l. Growth of membership, of both sexes, in the Rose
mount Boys' Club, as shown by monthly additions

for the first 16 months, ending in
July, 1950 .

Year Month Boys
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent

Both
Number Per Cent

a) 'The program began in September, 1949, but the girls mo
took part were not officially registered until October, 1949.
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TABLE l (continued):

Year Month Bo~S Girls Both
Numberer Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent

--
December 13 1.1 1 0.7 14 1.0

1950 January 43 3.5 3 2.2 46 3.5

February 37 3.1 6 4.4 43 3.2

----
March 5 0.5 1 0.7 6 0.5

April 47 3.9 2 1.5 49 3.7

---
May 22 1.8 22 1.6

----
June Il 0.9 11 0.8

July 1 0.1 1 0.1

Unknown 5 0.5 5 0.4

---
Further, 57.3 per cent of these boys joined within the

first two months of operation. Dur i ng the summer 0 f 1949

the percentage was 13.2. By the time the first annual report

of the Corporation was made up, there were 1,026 boy members,

or 85.7 per cent. A year from the opening dat~ 1,111 boys

were registeredmembers, or 92.8 per cent.

Five manths passed before plans for girls were put into

effect. In October, 1949, the number of girls registered was

122 or 89.8 per cent of aIl those who were permitted to join
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the Club during the 16 month period mentioned. A few others

joined each month until April, 1950. At the ti me of the

first annual report of the Corporation, there were 124 girl

members. A year from the opening date, 134 girls were regis-

tered members, or 98.5 per cent.

Members ranged in age from 8 ta 18 years. Very roughly

it May be estimated from 1941 Census figures on the population

of Rosemount Ward by selected age groups and sexl, that the

total boy membersbip of the Rosemount Boys' Club by July, 1950,

was close to 21.7 per cent of aIl boys in Rosemcunt of corres-

ponding age. A figure for girl member s, worked oub 0 n the

same basis, would approximate only 2.4 per cent of the total

girl population of Rosemount within correspondL~g age range.

2. Proximity of the Membership ta the Club

An attempt was made, in looking at the ecological aspects,

to study the membership in relation ta proximity to the Club.

In arder to do this a spot map, for each sex group, was made

up, using ward maps of Rosemount. Of the 1,197 boy members,

1,081 or 90.3 per cent lived in Rosemount, see Fig. 6. Of

the 136 girl members, 134 or 98.5 per cent lived in Rosemount,

see Fig. 7.

There were 107 boys, or 8.9 per cent, who lived outside

Rosemount. In addition 9, or 0.8 per cent, were of unknown

address. After the spot map had been prepared, it was poss-

lDominion Bureau of Statistics, Eighth Census of C~,
1941, Population: No. A-15, p. 6.
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ible to locate the 107 or 8.9 per cent who came from other

wards of Montreal. For these, the distance from their homes

to the Rosemount Boys' Club could be established with reason

able accuracy, while for those living within Rosemcunt the

distances are established within the City blocks in which the

members Lâ ved ,

When a boys' club is being planned, the site of the

building is given a good deal of consideration. Generally

speaking, experience indicates that the majority of members

are drawn from the area within a radius of a quarter of a

mile from the club. They may travel far in the summer

months, but do not generally travel long distances in the

winter.

The Rosemount Boys' Club ls located at 5675 Lafond Street,

between Rosemount Boulevard and Dandurand Street. Amongst

the reasons for choosing this site were the fact that the land

could be obtained from the City at a nominal fee. Meanwhile,

this location was also considered deslrable since i t was near

the Protestant schools and members were aecustomed to travel

in this direction. It was also near the Most densely popu

lated section of Rosemount, which wa.s tllOUght to be no at in

need of Boys' Club services.

3. Delinquency

Before presenting material showing the distances travelled

by members of both sexes, and of various age groups, from their

homes to the Rosemount Boys' Club, it would seem fitting to

digress to the problem of delinquency in Rosemount, as revealed
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by previous studies, and certain data are here placed before

the reader which indic a te the si buat ï,o n during the periad

studied in the present research undertaking.

With respect to Boys' Club philosophies, work, and methods,

certain basic concepts are clearly stated. For exarnple, the

following statements reveal trends in Boys' Club thinking:

In some communities its field ls all the boys
because there are no other facilities for meet
ing the everyday needs of boys. Its special
field, however, is that of boys from low incorne
families, inadequate homes, and paor neighbor
hood environment.

A Boys' Club is located where the most needy boys are.

The time to begin physical training, develop health,
teach skills, acquire understanding and tolerance of
others, and develop character, is when boys are young.
It is at the younger ages that delinquency can and
must be prevented. l .

As ha s been ou tlined in Section B, of' Chept er II, the

need for recreation f'~cilities for the youth of Rosemcunt

had long been recognized. The problem of delinquency in the

area was one of the issues which added emphasis, and whtch

gave many a sense of the urgency of tbis need.

The whole subject of delinquency in Rosemoont was

reviewed, as a part of the study tha t was made by the Boys'

Club Federation of Canada at the request of the Rotary Club

of Montreal, in 1938. 2 It was learned then that there were

-
1Boys' Clubs of America, Phl10sophies~rk~~andards,

of Boys' Clubs (New York, 1947), p. 7.

2Boys' Club Federation of Canada, A BOtS' Club Plan:
Submitted for the ConsideratiJn of the B~S WoÏk Commrttee
of the Rotary Club of Montreal (unpublis d), PIeOruary 3, !938.
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84 delinquents, under the age of 16 years, before the Court

in 1937, coming from a circular area a mile in diamater, the

centre of which wasat 5th Avenue and Dandurand. This area

extended to the boundary of Rosemount Ward on the west and to

l5th Avenue on the east. It stretched south to the Angus

Shops, and north almost to Beaubien Street.

A spot map was prepared in the Rotary study locating the

delinquents' homes. The largest proportion were withln a

q~arter of a mile, roughly between Rosemount Boulevard on the

north, Masson Street on the south, and bounded on the west by

lst Avenue, and on the east by llth Avenue.

The study went further to state that there were 13 juve

nile delinquents in Roaemount in 1924. In 1937, the total

had risen to 134. This represented an increase of 1,030 per

cent over the 1924 total. The population increase for Roae

MOunt Ward during the same time waa 8 per cent. Roaemaunt

contributed 3.3 per cent of the population of the City of

Montreal at that time, and in 1937 the Ward cantributed 6.5

per cent of the City'a juvenile delinquents.

The Rotary Club'a study stated further that the Juvenile

dellnquency ratio in Canada was 130.1 per 100,000 population.

In Rosemount, in 1937, it was 515.4, or four times higher

than average for every 100,000 Rosemount residents. These

figures form an interesting basis for comparison in the pres

ent research projeet.

In July, 1950, lista were eompiled of the boys and girls

who had registered with the Rosemount Boys' Club ainee the
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Club opened in April, 1949. ~hese lists were cleared thr~ugh

the S0c1 al Welfare Co u r-b in t')rder to determine how rœ.ny 0 f the

members were known t a the C0urt.

The I nf'o rma t i l) n secured fr ..,m the Cou r-b , as s hown in 'J'ables

II and III, revealed that between April l, 1949, and April l,

1950, 44 or 3.7 per cent I)f the 1,197 boys regis tered could be

classified as juvenile delinquents.

Table II. Incidence of dellnquency and classification of del
inquent acta during the year ending April l, 1950,

and during the period before April l,
1949, for 1,197 QOYs and

136 girl s( a

-------
Classificati on of Before Between April l, 1949
Delinquent Acts April l, 1949 and April l, 1950

Boys Boys Girl s
+J +J +J
s:: s:: s::

H Q) H Q) H Q)
Q) o Q) 0 Q) 0
.o ,0

~E H E H M
~ Q) ~ Q) :::l Q)

:z ~ z 'ti _Z p..

Total 1,197 100.0 1,197 100.0 136 100.0

--- --
No Contact 1,125 94.1 1,153 96.3 128 94.1

Those Who Appearad
Barora The Court: 72 5.9 44 3.7 8 5.9

Damage to Property 1"'3 tr
Theft 15 Il l
Theft of a Car 7 6
Burglary 4 7
Theft as a Servant l 3
Receiving of Stolen

Goods 12 2
Disrupting of Peace Il 4 2
Loitering by Night 9 :3
Incorrigible 2
Immoral Conduct :3

--
a)In this Table and in aIl ~ables ta fol1ow, unless other

wi se stated, the figures refer ta boys a.nd gtrls who were mem
bers of the Rosemount B..,ys' Club between April, 1949, a.nd July,
1950.
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Table III. Incidence of delinquency and sentence impased dur
ing the year ending April l, 1950, and durin g the

periad befare April l, 1949, for
1,197 boys and 136 gi r-Ls

Sentence Imp~sed Before
April l, 1949
Boys

Between April l, 1949,
and Apri 1 1.z-l.950
B0~"'::"::- uTI--r:f:s:::-

-------
Total 1,197 100.0 1,197 100.0 136 100.0

---
No Contact 1,125 94.1 1,153 96.3 128 94.1

Those Who Appeared
Before The Court: 72 5.9 44 3.7 8 5.9

Suspended Sentence "f
Sentence Adjaurned

Sine Die 53 17
Fine and Expenses 8 9
Damages and ~xpenses 5 8
On Supervision 5 10 1
Reformatory School 1

The figures ob t aï.n ed for the girls s howed 8 out 0 f 136,

or 5.9 per cent af aIl registered, were befare the Court

between April Ist, 1949, and April lat, 1950.

Figures sh0wing the total number of delinquents from the

district of Rasemount were not available. However, far com-

parative purposes, an analysls can be made ta show how these

figures compare with those of 1937.

The analysis of the families of the sample group of boysl

revealed 784 siblings in 178 families.

lInfra, p. 136.

The average number of

-----
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siblings per family was 4.4. Since they did not come from

broken homes, we may consider that there were 6.4 persons in

a family. Multip1y 1,197 by 6.4, and the population repre

sented by the boys' families, would have been 7,661. The

ratio before April lst, 1949, would have been 936 delinquents

per 100,000 population, while that between Apri11st, 1949,

and April Ist, 1950, would have been 572 delinquents per

100,000 of the population represented by the boys' families.

Thus there were 7.2 times as Many delinquents, in the

population represented by the boys' fanilies b efore April lat,

1949; and 4.4 times as ~any delinquents, in the same popula

tion, between April Ist, 1949, and April lst, 1950; as was

average for 100,000 population in Canada, based on the juve

nile delinquency ratio given in the Rotary Club'sl study,

namely, 130.1 per 100,000 population.

The analysis of the families of the sample group of

girls2 revealed 74 siblings in 27 families. The average

number of slbl1ngs per family was 2.7. Multlply 136 by 4.7,

and the population, represented by the girls' families, would

have been 639. The ratio between April 1 st, 1949, and

April lst, 1950, would have been 1,248 delinquents per 100,000

of the population represented by the girls' faMtlies. Thus

there were 9 times as Many dellnquents, in the population

. represented by the girls' families between April lst, 1949

lSupra, p. 82.

2Infra, p. 136.
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and April lst, 1950; as was average for 100,000 of the

population in Canada as a whole.

It ia reasonable to assume that this picture was some

what comparable te that obtained in the 1937 study. The

Rosemount Boys' Club attracted a proportionate number of

delinquents, if not all the delinquents in Rosemount, and

working with these boys and girls was a major function of the

agency, both in the light of their stated purpose, and in the

light of the situation among the membership, and in Rosemount.

Having reviewed the question of delinquency in Rosemount,

as revealed by former studies; and having observed that the

area in Rosemount, which was described as a "delinquency ar-ea";

was the same area from which a large proportion of members, of

both sexes, were drawn, and in which the Rosemount Boys' Club

itself was located; the significance of this aspect of the

work of the agency is clear. This ia all the more apparent,

in that the membership was, in fact, composed of significant

numbers of those who had appeared before the Social Welfare

Court, between April, 1949, and April, 1950, and before that

time. Moreover, the philosophy of Boys' Clubs with respect

to its field of endeavour includes this type of work. There

fore, the Rosemount Boys' Club was functioning in an area of

need, as described, and work with Juvenile delinquents was in

keeping with agency policy.

Further, i t wouLd appear that during the 16 months' sur

vey period of the present study, 28, or 2•.2 per cen t less of

of the total boy membership of the Rosemount Boys' Club
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appeared before the Social Welfare Court than had appeared

during the previ ous year. Thus the Boys' Club did achleve

a reduction in the rate of juvenile delinquency am~ng its

boy members, within the first. 16 m~nths of its operation.

The surprisingly large prop~rtion of delinquency, in a

rather small girl membership, means that special provision

wauld have ta have been made ln work d'me wi th t he girls, in

the setting of the Rosemount Boys' Club, at that tlme. The

program offered for members, of both sexes, by the Club is

fully discussed in Chapter V.

4. Distances from the Club in relation to
Age Distribution

While the spot maps gave a picture of the area of Rose-

mount from which Club members were drawn, they were also

thought to be a useful way of shawing haw close, ta the Club,

the members actually lived. Because it was felt that mem-

bers' age might have some bearing on the distances they would

travel, the varlous age groupings were located on the map in

different colours. Unfortunately, coLour did no t show up on

the maps included here,l sinee the process by which they were

reproduced did not allow for that. The original map s are in

Copy II of this thesis. 2 On the original, hnwever, it was

possible to count the colours separately. Five colours were

used to distinguish the followtng age classifications: 7 and 8

ISupra, pp. 79 and 80.

2To be found in the McGill Schoal of Social Work Library.
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yearSj 9, 10 and 11 yearsj 12, 13, and 14 yearsj 15, 16, and

17 yearsj and 18 and over.

Table IV reveals the results of this study showing the

distances travelled by the boy members from their ro me s to

the Club within quarter of a mile zones and it also shows the

age classification in which those travelling the various dis

tances fell.

Table IV. Approximate distance from home to the Rosemount
Boys' Club, and the location of boys' homes in Mcnt

real or in surrounding municipalities, for
1,197 boys, classified according ta

age groupings

Distance Ward or Classification aB to Age
in Miles Municipality 7-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 18

Total Pe r
Cent

Total 151 352 344 309 41 1,197 100.0

Four St. Andrew
St. Joseph

Three
and a
Haif St. George

Three st. Lawrence
Ville Marie

T'Ro and
Three
Quarlers Outremont 1

2
'!
1

2
'!
1

1

2
T
1

1

2
'!
1

1

0.1

0.2

0.1

Two and
a Half Laurier

Mercier
se. Jean
St. Louis
St. Michel
Villeray

1

1

2

2

14
--r

3
1
1
8

1

1

18
l'

5
1
1
9
1 1.5
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TABLE IV (continued):

Distsnce Ward. or Classification as to A~e Total Per
in Miles Municipality 7-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 ê Cent

1 l 2
Two Bourget l ï

Lafontaine l 1 0.2

One and l 6 14 9 2 32
a HaIt St. Edouard '3 b r 9'

st. Eusebe 1 2 3
Maisonneuve 2 3 5 1 Il
Rosemount l 1 2
VIlle St.

Michel de
Laval l 3 3 7 2.7

One and a 12 16 21 24 2 75
Quarter Delorimier 2 ~ '4 'I 'IO"

Montcalm 4 6 11 10 l 32
Prefontaine 1 3 2 3 9
Rosemount 7 5 5 7 24 6.2

One Roaemount 7 2-7 23 18 75 6.2

Three
Quartera Rosemount 28 80 71 53 4 236 19.7
of a Mile

Half a
Mile Rosemount 45 110 99 80 9 343 28.6

Quarter
of a Rosemount 58 110 109 102 22 401 33.5
MIIë

Unknown 2 3 4 9 0.8

It i8 significant that 744 boys or 62.1 per cent of the

total boy membership lived within a radius of hal! a mile from

the Club. Of those 7 and 8 years of age, the difference
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between a quarter and a half mile did not have much bearing,

although 8.6 per cent more of boys that age lived within a

quarter of a mile rather than a half mile. Taken as a whole,

68.2 per cent of the 7 and 8 year olds lived within half a

mile. An equal number of 9, 10 and Il year old boys lived

within a half mile and within a quarter mile of the Club, so

that the extra distance made no apparent dif!erence ta those

in the second zone. In all, 62.3 per cent of the members

aged 9, 10 and 11 lived within a hal! a mile of the Rosemount

Boys' Club. The figure which takes into account a Ll, boys

ages 7 to 11 years, or the total Junior membersbip, reveals

that 64 per cent of the Junior membership of the agency lived

within half a mile of the Club. However, one Junior member

did come as far as Villeray, wr~ch was two and a half miles

away. This was an isolated instance. A fair number did

travel a mile or more. Nonetheless, 92.5 per cent of the

Junior membership of boys lived witilln a mile of the Club.

These figures substantiate the widely held theory, drawn

from Boys' Club experience, that the site of the building is

of the utmost importance. It is entirely possible that there

ls a younger segment of the population of Rosemcunt that cculd

not be served by the existing Club. The area north along

st. Zotique Street and Belanger Street, as weIl as the area

east of Pie IX Boulevard may weIl be out of reach of the

ma.jori ty of boys between the ages of 7 and 11 years.

Si~ilar figures are derived from a study of boys 12, 13

and 14 years of age. These Intermediate memb~~s are found to
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live, in one or two cases at least, as far as two and a half

or two and three quarters miles from the Club. Within a

mile, however, 87.8 per cent are drawn and 60.5 per cent live

within half a mile.

In sorne instances, Senior boy members travelled as far

as four miles from their homes to the Rosemount Boys' Club.

It has been shown, however, that even with boys 15 years of

age and over, 82.2 per cent lived witbin a mile from the Club,

and 60.9 per cent within half a mile.

For the membership of boys, taken as a whole and regard..

less of age, 1,055 boys or 88.1 per cent lived within a radius

of a mile from the Club; 744 or 62.1 per cent within a radius

of half a mile; 9 or 0.8 per cent were not known; on1y 133 of

1,197, or Il.1 per cent travel1ed distances over a mile from

their homes to the Rosemount Boys' Club.

Taking age lnto consideration, a breakdown by percentages,

for those whose homes were a mile or further away, showed that

7.1 per cent of the Juniors lived further than a ~ile from the

Club; among Intermediates, 11.3 per cent lived further than a

mile away. In the case of Senior members, 16.6 per cent lived

furtner than a mile from the Club. Age, therefore, does seern

to have sorne relationship to the distances boys will trave1 to

a club,

The same procedure was followed f ar the girl members of

the Rosemount Boys' Club. A spot map was prepared ta show

the proximity of their homes ta the Club. The varioQs col

ours were used for different age groupings, see Fig. 7. Only
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two,or 1.5 per cent, of the 136 girls lived outside Rosem~unt.

The remaining 134, or 98.5 per cent, of the homes were wi thln

the Ward.

Table V follows the pattern of Table IV. It shows the

distances travelled by the girl members from thelr homes to

the Club wltî:lln quarter of a mile zones. It al.s o shows the

age classification in which those travelling varioŒs dis-

tances fell.

Table v. Approxi~ate distance from home ta the Rosemount
Boys' Club, and the location of girls' homes in

wards of ~ontreal, for 136 girls, classl-
fied according ta age groupings

Distance Classification as ID Ar? Per
in Miles Ward 7-8 9-11 12-14 15- Total Cent

Total 25 46 46 19 136 100.0

One and a
Quartër Montcalm 1 1 2 1.5

One Rosemount 1 2 3 2.2,

Three
Quarters
of a MiIe Rosemount 2 2 2 3 9 6.6

Half a
Mile Rosemount 5 13 13 3 34 25.0

--- _ .
Quarter
of a
1vrITë Rosemount 17 30 31 la 88 64.7

---
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It is notable that 122 or 89.7 per cent of the total

girl membersbip lived within a radius of half a mile. For

the Junior membership, ages 7 to 11 years, 65 of 71 or 91.5

per cent lived witbin half a mile of the Club. This was a

larger per cent than.in the case of boy members. For this

age group, 98.6 per cent lived within a mile am 1.4 per cent

beyond that distance.

Of the Intermediates, ages 12, 13 and 14 years, 95.7 per

cent lived within half a mile and 100.0 per cent within a

mile. Aeain percentages were higher than for the boys.

The figure for Senior members was 68.4 per cent within

half a mile, and 94.7 per cent within a mile. Only 5.3 per

cent of the Senior girl members lived further than a mile

from the agericy, Onee again girls lived nearer than the

corresponding group of boys.

For the girl membership, taken as a whole and regardless

of age, 134 girls or 98.5 per cent lived wi tbin a radius of a

mile from the Club; 122 girls or 89.7 per cent were within

half a mile; only 2 girls or 1.5 per cent travelled distances

over a mile from their homes ta the Rosemount Boys' Club.

Although the girls did not live as far fram ·t h e agency

as the boys, a breakdown for those whose homes were further

than half a mile away and based on age groupings would show:

for Juniors and Intermediates, or girls up to 15 years of Ege,

6.8 per cent lived further than the half mile; for Seniors,

or those 15 years of age and older, 31.6 per cent lived fur

ther away. As wq.s the case with boy members there appears

to be a relati8n between age and distance travelled.
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Section B. Cultural Elements in the Backgrounds
of Members of the Rosemount Boys' Club

The present study does not attempt to deal, in an

intimate way, with the structure and organization of Rose-

mount. The writer's main interest is in the work of the

Rosemount Boys' Club between April, 1949, and July, 1950.

During this perlod there was a large membership of 1,333

boys and girls. Ninetyper cent of the total were boys.

The study has been focused, throughout, on the membership

of the Rosemount Boys' Club durlng this peri~d of time.

Nevertheless, it was recognized that the total program of

the agency would reach out into the community both directly

and indirectly.

"The community is one of the units ofstudy which falls

within the particular subject matter of sociology.lIl Much

qualifying inforrration about Rosemount, such as wouId be

uncovered by a sociological study, is not available for ref-

erence, as no such study has yet been made. The Rosemount

Boys' Club, as a neighbour; would wish to learn as much as

possible about the neighbourhood, both the local social world

and the expanded social worlds, cornmunity and cultural religion,

of which it is becorning an I ntegral part.

Section A, of Chapter II of the present study, showed

how Rosemount grew in relati cm to the City of Montreal. It

described the boundaries of the Ward, describing also the

IDawson and Gettys, Op. Cit., p. 7.
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main streets and general features of the district. There

was reference t o the larger cultural milieu in the treatment

of populatian changes, through the years, for Montreal as a

whole, as weIl as Rosemount War d . Historical data revealed

something of the cultural background of the people of Rose

mount in that it showed that large numbers of English and

Scotch immigrants settled in Rosem8unt to work in the C.P.R.

Angus Shops. These were protestants by religion and artisans

by trade. Centres were named and located such as business

centres, hospitals, churches, schoals, recreation centres and

parks.

It remains to be discovered what relationships exist

between these centres, their use and significance in the life

of the area.

Much valuable inf8r~ation might have been, and may yet

be, obtained by further explorati on. Unfortunately this is

entirely beyond the sc ope of the present study. Examples

of the kinds of questi ons which might be asked, and have yet

to be answered, are: what relationships exist between Rose

Mount and surrounding wards and municipalities, with respect

to what objectives and by what means Ls there co-operation;

with what areas ia Rosemount in conflict, and what are the

issues? What part do groups and persons living in Rosemount

play in City organization, and are they also active locally?

Certain data have b een uncovered with respect to the

people of Rosemount as revealed tbrough a study 0 f the member

ship of the Rosemount Boys' Cl~b and their family backgrounds,
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between April, 1949, and July, 1950. Limitations of the

present study leave Many questions about the people of Rose-

mount which have yet to be answered. Examples of such

questions are: the nature and extent of segregati on of groups

withln Ros emoun t along race, class and religi 'us lines, and

their relatiQnshîps in terms of conflict and accommodation?

What are the nature and extent of primary and of secondary

contacts among people of Rosemount? What are their interests,

how do the people of Rosemount spend their time, and what are

their prejudices? Who are the outstanding personalities in

the area, what are their occupations, and what is their role

in the area or what are their chief interests?

Rosemount exhibits within its boundaries a vivid rep-

resentation of the main types of human activity, and it is

from this vantage ground that Ro semoun t youth, our primary

concern i ~ the ~resent undertaklng, gai n perspective from

which they May comprehend the world at large.

Indices of the Cultural Backgrounds of Members

Distributive factors, pertaining to men and their insti-

tutions, constitute ecological patterns.

Social contacts of persons, groups, and institutions
are largely determined by thelr location witbLn a
given ecological pattern. The ecological pattern
lies at the base of social contacts and cul~ùre and
social organization which results from those contacts
••••• A cultural region i s an area wi thin wbi ch are
to 'b e found the char-ac ter-â s tf.c practices, beliefs,
and forms of social organization which are suffi
ciently distinctive to mark it off from other cul
tural regions. l

IDawson and Gettys, Op. Cit., p. 231.
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"Western culture forms a tbin veneer on the surface of

the intrinsic culture of many regelons whi ch have been only

partially pene+:rated by western Ldea a, III

Quebec i8 culturally distinctive in many respects
from any other portion of the continent and from
present-day France. Two centres of dominance in
the reglon struggle for mastery, industrial Mon t 
real with the ecclesl astlcal and polltical French
capital, Quebec City•••••Quebec City still remaina
educ a tdona'lLy , familially, and nationalistically
a cultural area in wbich the Roman Catholic Church
Ls the chief factor in its cultural Integration.
The church uses the French language as weIl as its
own doctrines ln resisting cultural diffusion from
other regions.S

The author's definltion of culture is of iriterest.

Social heritage, that is, the system of accumulated
practices, bellers, and administrative procedures,
may be divided for purposes of analysis into two
c Lo eeLy related phases: culture and social organiza
tion. Culture i8 the b ody of customs and traditions
which constitute the less formai aspects of the sys
tem of relati onships under which a given social
group lives. 3

As f'urther described by the author, social organization is

more fo r-mal, , Tr.cis term refers to i nstit.uti onal machinery

and schemes of organization which link the functions of

insti t'J.ti cns.

The community differs from the regi an in that the la.t-

ter 18 a much Lar ge r territorial unit c ontaining Wi thin its

boundaries a multiplication of communities.

The community may be defined as a. unit of territory
within whlch is distributed a population which pos-

IDawson and Gettys, Op. Cit~, p. 233.

2Ibid., p. 234.

3I b i d., p. 234.
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sesses in their simpler or more specialized forms
the basic institutions by means of which a common
life is made possible ••••••• A great metropolis is
a community, when taken as a whole, because its
subsidiary areas are so specialized that they
cater in a very elaborate way to be sure, to but
one or two of the basic fields of interest. Ex
amples of such specialized areas are shopping
districts, factory belts, and "dormitory" suburbs. l

Because of the importance of these sociological concepts

in the present research undertaking, they have been included

here. This has also been done in order to eliminate con-

fusion in the use of various technical terms, throughout the

text, some of which the writer has borrowed from sociology.

So long as there are people with needs to be met
that cannot be met by individuals and groups act
ing alone, there will be communities and the
appropriate agencies and institutions for carry-
ing out the purposes of these comrcunities. Main
tenance, leisure-time, aesthetic, business,
religious, intellectual, political, and other sets
of mores will continued to find their expression
through conventional institutional forms. Some
of these will always be found in the local com
munity; others will be found in more dominant
centers, but will c ontinue to serve the needs of
surrounding areas by meens of extended communication
facilities. 2

The following analysis and treatment of data taken from

Permanent Membership Record cards demonstrates a use to which

this device for obtaining important information may be Plt.

Data are limi ted and somewhat superficial. Nevertheless,

insights may be gained through the use of the cards and serve

to give sorne perspective as t o the nature of the situation

with which workers in the Rosemount Boys' Club would be

IDaws 8n and Gettys, Op. Cit., PP. 7 and 8.
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intimately concerned.

1. Birthplace.--A study of the birthplaces of the sam

ple groups reveals that by far the largest proportion of both

boys and girls were born in Canada: see Table VI.

Table VI. Geographical distribution of the
birthplace s of 178 boys and Z7 girl s

Place of Birth . Bo~S Girls
Numberer Cent Number Per Cent

---
Total 178 100.0 100.0

Montreal Island 146 82.0 19 70.4

Quebec Province 8 4.5 2. 7.4

Other Parts of Canada 14 7.9 3 Il.1

British Isles and U.S. 5 2.8 l 3.7

Other Countries 2 1.1

Unknown and Other 3 1.7 2 7.4

For the boys, 94.3 per cent of the sample group were

born in Canada. This is higher than the percentage of the

total population of Rosemount which was born in Canada,

namely, 86.9 per cent. 1 While for 1.7 per cent of the boys,

the birthplaces were unknown, 2.8 per cent were born in other

1Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Op. Cit., p. 18.
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British countries, compared with 8.5 per cent for the whole

Ward population. Europe accounts for 0.6 per cent of the

sample group of boys, whereas the figure for the total

population of Rosemount born in Europe i8 2.9 per cent.

The United states was the birthplace of 0.6 per cent of the

sample group of boys, and accounts for 1.5 per cent of the

total population. No boys were born in Asia.

Study of the sample group of girls, reveals that 88.9

per cent were born in Canada. Birthplace was unknown for

7.4 per cent. The figure for other British countries was

3.7 per cent. None were born elsewhere.

2. Religion, ethnic origin, and language.--Since

information about ethnie origin was not obta.1ned, one can

only speculate. It might be that sorne of these cbildren

are third and fourth generation descendants of the English

and Scotch, protestant, artisan immigrants who sAttled in

Rosemount and in surrounding wards in the eighteen eighties

and 1900. One does not know the length of residence in

Rosemount.

The religious breakdown gives sorne insight into thes~

possibili ties. For the s ampl,e group of bo ys, a study of

the churches and schools attended shows that 48.9 per cent

attended Roman Catholic churches. A slightly smaller

percentage or 42.7 per cent attended Roman Catholic schools.
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Table VII. Selected religious denominations
for 178 boys and 27 girls

Religious B()~s Girls
Denomination Numberer Cent Number PAr Cent

Total 178 100.0 27 100.0

------
Roman Catholic 87 48.9 9 33.4

Non-Roman Catholic 78 43.8 15 55.5

Not Reported 13 7.3 3 11.1

Table VIII. Schools attended by 178 boys and 27 girls

Religious Bo~s Girls
Denomfne t ï.o n Numberer Cent Number Per Cent

Total 178 100.0 27 100.0

--
Roman Catholic 76 42.7 8 29.6

Protestant 91 51.1 18 66.7

Not Reported 11 6.2 1 3.7

The first annual report of the Corporation l gave one

proportion of the total boy membership in December, 1949,

as 37.2 per cent Roman Catholic. The second annual report

1Rosemount Boys' Club Inc., Report of the First Annual
Meeting, January, 1950 (unpublished).
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of the Corporation1 gave the Roman Catholic proportion of

the total boy rnembership in Decernber, 1950, as 43.4 per cent.

The 1941 Census figure for the population of Rosemount

by selected etlmic ori gins shows that Rosem~unt was 67.7 per

cent French by ethnie origin in 1941. 2 The figure for the

wholeof Hon t r ea l at the same date was 64 per cent French.

Rosemount, it seems, had a slightly larger proportion of

French than the City taken as a who1e in 1941. ~he popula-

tian of Rosemount by selected re1igious denominations for

1941 gave 77.3 per cent Roman Catholic. For fueCi ty of

}'10ntreal as a wnoLe, in 1941, the proporti:m of Roman

Catholics was 77.6 per cent. 3 Rosernount had, therefore,

about the same percentage of Roman Catholics as h ad the City

taken as a whole in 1941.

Since the proporti on of French origin (64 per cent) was

eighty-three per cent of the proportion of Roman Catho1ies

(77.6 per cent), one might say that roughly 83 per cent of

the Roman Catholics in the Ci ty of Montreal, in 1941, were

French by ethnie origin. 4

If the s ame were true for the s ampLe group 0 f boys,

then of the 48.9 per cent who were affiliated with Roman

lRosemount Boys' Club Inc., Report of the Second Annual
Me et i n g , February, 1951 (unpublished).

2Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Op. Cit., p. 10.

3Ibid., p. 14.

4Ibid., p. 1~ and p. 14.
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Catholic churches, 83 per cent c ou Ld be said ta b e .B'rench

by ethnie origin. On this basis, 41 per cent of the sampâ,e

group might be French by ethnie origin.

Pur-t.ne r-, the second annual reportl showed tha t 163 out

of 366 boys, or 45 yer cent, of the Raman Catholic boys were

French speaking. If tnere were a comparable situation among

tàe Catnolic boys in the sample group, this wo u Ld mean tnat

about 22 per cent of the sample group were French speaking.

Thus provision would have to have been made, in the work of

the Rosemount Boys' Club, for thts language difference.

The study of the sawple group of girls showed that 33.4

per cent attended Roman Catholic churches. As for the

schaols, 29.6 per cent attended Roman Catholic schools.

There was no religious breakdown in the First Annual

Report for the girls. It was reported for 1950, that 33

per cent of the girls were Roman Catholic.

Working this out, as was done for the sample group of

boys, would mean that 83 per cent of the 33.4 per cent of

the girls who were affiliated with Roman Catholic churches,

or 28 per cent, could b~ assumed to be of French origine

The second annu aL report 2showed tha t 10 out 0 f 45, or

22 per cent, of the Catholic girls were French speaking. If

there were a comparable situation among the Catholic girls

lRosemount Boys' Club, Report of the Second Annual
Meeting, February, 1951.
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in the sample group, then 7 per cent of the sample group were

French speaking. With the small number of girls, as compared

wi th the number of b oys , and a smaller percentage, 7 per cen t

as compared with 22 per cent, the language problem might not

have afforded the same difficulty. Nevertheless, cultural,

religious and language differences would have had their bear

ing on the work with the girls in the Rosemount Boys' Club.

If this method of approximati~n gives an impression about

the sample groups, the total membership of the agency, or any

basis for comparison with the total population of Rosemount,

then the following summation would have a bearing on the work

of the agency.

For the boys, 51.1 per cent were non-Roman Catholicj 60

per cent, other than French by racial origin; and 80 per cent

or more were English speaking.

For the girls, 66.6 per cent were non-Roman Catholicj 73

per cent, other than French by racial origin; and 93 per cent

were English speaking.

For the total population of Rosamount in 1941, 22.7 per

cent were non-Roman Catholic; 32.3 par cent were other than

French by racial origin; and according to Census figures for

population by official language, l 40.5 per cent of the popula.

tion of Rosemount in 1941 spoke only French, so that 59.5 per

cent of the population of Rosemount spoke English only or both

English and French.

IDominion Bureau of Statistics, Op. Cit., p. 30.
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Thus it has been established that at least two dis

tinctive cultures were represented in the membership of the

Rosemount Boys' Club between April, 1949 and July, 1950,

namely, the French and the "Engli sn", The tab le s shown in

the preceeding few pages were somewhat condensed in order to

bring out this main feature. The original tables were more

detailed and had a certain local significance. Sorne of

these are to be found in the Appendix as they contain material

to which reference has and will be made.

Tables Al and A2, in the Appendlx,l show the particular

churchee and schools attended by the sample groups. One can

not overlook the fact that 178 boys and 27 girls attended 28

different churches and 23 different schools. In the case of

churches, there were 14 Roman Catholic cburches attended and

14 non-Roman Catholic. The figure for t h e schools attended

consisted of 12 Roman Catholic and 11 Protestant schools.

Only 10 out of 28 cburches were located in Rosemount, while

9 out of 23 schools attended were located in the Ward. Five

of the 10 crulrches in Rosemount which were attended were

Roman catholic, and 5 non-Roman Catholic. Only 2 of the

Protestant schools attended were located in Rosemount, while

8 of the Roman Cathollc schools attended were located in

Rosemount.

Table IX shows distances members travelled to church,

while Table X shows distances travelled to school.

ISee Appendix, p. 246 and p. 248.
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Table IX. Approximate distance from home to church
for 178 boys and 27 girls, classified accord

ing ta religious denominations

--------------------------------
Distance Religi~us

In Miles Denomination
BOIs

Numb er P-e-r--:<:'C-e:-n"'i"'t
Girls

Number Per Cent

------------------------_._-----
To tal

Threa
Baptist
Greek Orthodox
Roman Catholic
United

178

9
l'
2
5
1

100.0

5.1

27 100.0

--------------------------------
Two

Anglican
Roman Catholic
Ukranian
United

24
8
15

l

1

1

------------------------------
Less Than
Two Anglican

Presbyterian
Roman Catholic
United

Unlmown and Other

132
~

3
67
31

13

74.2
l'ï':'4

1.7
37.7
17.4

24
8

9
7

2

33 ..4
25.9

Table X. Approximate distance from home to s~ool

for 178 boys and 27 girls, classlfled accord
ing ta rellg10us denominations

Distance Religious Boys Girls
In Miles Denominatian Number Per Cent Number Per Cent

Total 178 100.0 'Z7 100.0

--
Four 11 6.2 1 3.7

Protestant TI> 'I
Roman Cathollc l
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Table X (c on ti nued):

Distance Re l igi ous Boy s Girl s
In Mi l e s Denomi na t io n Number Per Cent Number Per Cent

Three 11 6.2
Prostestant 10
Roman Cath olic l

Two 25 13.9 4 14.8
Protestant -rn '4
Roman Cat holic 6

Less rrhan 119 66.9 2l. 77.8
Two Pro tes tant or mr:"7 1"3 4"S":T

Roman Catholic 68 38.2 8 29.6

--
Unknown and Other 12(a 6.8 l 3.7

a) One cited Shawbridge a s schaol a ttenà ed , sorne f orty
five mi l e s ·ou t of Mont re al .

It ap pears t hat 74.2 per cent of t he b oys and 88.9 per

c en t of t he gi r l s attended t he 10 l ocal cnur-cr.e s , travelling

less than two miles t o church. Si rril arly 66 •.9 per cent of

t he bo y s and 77.8 per cent of t he gi r l s at tended local

schools. In each case t hls ~epresents a substantia1 ma j or -

lty. Non ethele s s , varyi n g propor t i on s up t a 30 per ce~t

at tended church es or sch(') ols l oc a t ed ou t side of Ros emoun t .

I t i s d i f fic ul t ta separ ate, e ven f or pur pùs e of analy-

si s , the le ss f orm aI cu l t ure end t he more f ormaI soc ial

organizat i on, the two side s o f the coin of sa cial h er i t age ,

Rac h phase h a s it s manifes t a t io n s on the various levels of

i ndiviàual experience. The vari ~us sets of mores f ind t heir
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expression through c0nventi onal inetitutional forms. Cul

tural composites are held together by formaI organizations,

particularly in a metropolis such as Montreal.

Certain types of relationships and techniques are, on

the whole, characteristic of la.rge cities. There is a great

variety of social contact and relationships are often casual.

Sometin'es this 15 reflected in a lack of solidarity and

Integration. Certainly the members of the Ro semount Boy s r

Club were subject to a diversity of experiences as reflected

in the number of churcb.es and schools they att ended, as well

as in the varlety of employment situati ons. Tbi s would tend

to have influenced their tbinking along different lines and

would probably have increased the possibilities that many

comparative strangers were dr-awn Lrrt o a new experlence of

being together, at the tlme of joining the Rosemount Boys'

Club. In tact, the initial problem of disintegrating fac-

tors within groups, and between groups, within the total

membership was a problem of major significance during the

first months of agency operation.

4. Employment.--Because there were sorne members W0~ were

employed, having left school at the t.Lm e of registration wi th

the Club, it Vias decided ta make a brief study of places of

employment. 'I'ho s e employed comprised 18.5 per cent of the

sample group of boys. AlI the girls attended sehocl, with

the excepti~n of one. ~able XI shows the industrial dis-

tribution of the places of employment of the boys who had left

scho o'l ,
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Table XI. School Attendance or Industrial Distri
bution of the Places of Employment

for 178 Boys

School or Industrial Group

Total

Number

178

Per Cent

100.0

--------------------------------
At Schoo1(a 145 81.5

----------------------- ._- - -
Not at Schoo1(b

Manufacturing
Transport, Communication, Etc.
Trade, Finance, Etc.
Services

Unknown and 0 ther

25 14.0

10 5.6
5 2.8
5 2.8
5 2.8

8 4.5

a)During 1949-1950 school session.

b)Not at school at time of registration.

The largest proportion was the manufacturing group

which comprised 5.6 per cent of the total. Transportation,

trade and finance, and services, were about equal in pro-

portion.

Many of tile employed members went some distance to

work, as shown in Table XII. This fact of distance is

used as an index to opportunities for broader social con-

tacts, whi eh arise from needs in relation ta the location

of the places of employment.
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Table XII. School attendance or location 0 f places of
employment in wards of Montreal or in wrrounding

municipali tiea; and approximate di stance to
work; for 178 boys

School
Attendance

Distance
In Miles

Location of Places
of Employment Number Per Cent

Total 178 100.0

-----_._-------------------------
At School(a

Not at School(b

Seven

Five

Four

Three

Two

Less
Than
Two

Unknown

Unknown and 0 ther

Cote St. Luc

st. Ann
Town of Mount Royal

st. George

St. Jean
st. Lawrence
Ville Marie

st. Denis
St. Edouard

Rosemount

Location unknown

145

25

l

2
r
l

5

9
'3
3
3

2
!
l

5

l

8

14.0

0.6

1.1

2.8

5.0

2.8

0.6

4.5

----------------------------

a)During 1949-1950 school session

b)Not at school at time of registration
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Because of a general trend in any metropolis towards

casual, secondary contac ts, an agency b enefi ts by a know

ledge of the extent of primary contacts among their members.

5. Recreation.--In 1936, a study was made by the Mont-

real Boys' Association of the spare-time activities of 1,000

school children in Rosemount. 1 This study gives insight

into the leisure-time pursuits of Rosemount children in 1936.

The children selected for study were in grades IV to VII at

the time of the study. Of course these children would have

grown up in the time between the study made by the l'iIontreal

Boys' Association, in 1936, and the present study, covering

the sixteen month period between April, 1949, and July, 1950.

Nonetheless, some of the data are here presented in order

that a comparison may be drawn.

We find that of the 628 boys studied only 36a, or
57 per cent, have contacts, of whi ch the follow
ing are affiliated with supervised activities:
119 with scout troups, 72 with wolf cub packs,
45 wi th the Y.M.C .A., 9 wi th cadet uni ts, 86 wi th
church groups, 16 with the community centre; and
the following with semi-supervised activities:
143 with hockey teams and 36 with athletic clubs.

Of the 358 girls studied we learn that only 231 or
65 per cent have contacts, of which the following
are affiliated with supervised activities: 30 \tlth
the girl guides, 13 with the brownies, Il with the
Y.W.C.A., one with the ranSers, 185 with church
groups, 20 with the community centre; and in semi
supervised activities~ 4 with hockey teams and 20
with athletic groups.

The type of activi ty at which boys and girl s spent their

--------

IMontreal Boys' Association, Op. Cit.

2I b i d., pp. 1 and 2.
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tlme from the moment of leaving school until bed-tlme, when

not engaged in the other, was round to be at street play.

For example, it was found that fro m school leaving until

supper 79 per cent were engaged in street play, while fram

supper until bed-tlme 50 per cent were at street play.l

Table XIII below, gets b ac k to the present study, and

shows the affiliation wlth other boy and girl organizatlons

which were reported by members of the Rosemount Boys ' Club.

Table XIII. Association with other boy and girl organizations
of vari ous types for 178 boys and 27 gi r l s

Boy/Girl BO~S Girls
Organizations Numberer Cent Number Per Cent

Total 178 100.0 29(a 100.0

Not Raported 123 69.1 17 58.6

Social A~encies and
Membersh aAssociations 26 14.6 4 13.8

East En Boys' Club ""T
University Sett1ement 2
Y.M.G.A. 23 4

Sm9.J.1 Groups Which Mea t '
rrnaer a Variety of Auspices
white Retainlng Autonomy of
Leadership and Program 14 7.8 5 17.3

Boy Scouts l'
Cubs 6
Girl Guides 5
Sea cadets 7

1Montreal Boys' Association, Op. Cit., p. :3



- 114 -

Table XIII (continued):

Boy/Girl Bo~s Girls
Organizatio:ls Numberer Cent Number Per Cent

Other Community Sponsored
Groups: ~ 7.3 3 10.3

Church
Chûrch Boys' League 2 1.1
C.G.I.T. l 3.4

Educati0n
St. John's Ambulance 2 6.9

Police
Police Juvenile Clubs 11 6.2 2

-----------_._----

Industrial and
Recreation
~c:-P~·R.A-:A.A.

A commercial pool hall

2
'I
1

1.2

--------------
a)Twa girls stated second affiliations.

The proportion having reported no such contacts, other

than the Rosemount Boys' Club of course, was higher man in

the case of t he 1936 study.

Whlle lt i6 probable the members were not as meticulous

in filling in information, and for thi s reason the data can-

not be interpreted too rigidly, a certain i~pressi0n, at

least, may be gaine~ by a superficial comparison.

It looks as tnough, on the whole, theproblem of divided

loyalties woulà not have been extreme. Proporti~nate figures

were lower in every 'c a s e wi th the exc ept Lon of t he YSi.. C.A.

This was undoubtedly due to the fact tï1.at many of the boys

in t he present study were bey~nd the 7th grade, cert~nly age

would have ta be considered in any comparative study of the
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two , and for thi s and otl1.er r-eaaoris , one cannot go too

deeply in drawing conclusions. It is of interest ta note

that there wa.s reference ta the C.P.R.A.A.A. On the whole,

howev ar-, it looks as though the Club has b e en filling a need

which was previously unmet.

In conclusion" certain questions about cultural ele

men ts in the backgrounds of memb e r s of the 'Ro sernount Boys

Club during tne sixteen montn perlod, ending in July, 1950,

have been askBd and answered. Indices used in Chapter III,

SectiJn B" have been: birtnplace; religious affiliation"

ethnie origin, and language; educational, industrial, and

recreationa.l or lei sure-time pursui t s. Lt remain s to look

into the family situati:"lns, having studied data which per

tain more directly ta the members themsel ves.

The family has purposely been o mi t t ed thus far, even

though i t i s recognized as t!le chief agency for the trans

mission of the cult~ral heritages fram the older to the

younger generation. Sec tion A" of Chap ter IV" follow s

some trit.ng of the aam e pattern as Section B, of Chapter III,

but the focus 18 ori the membership as seen through data

which pertain to their parents and the families into which

they "ere borne



CHAPTER IV

THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE RO SEMOUNT BOYS' CLUB BETWEEN

APRIL, 1949, and JULY, 1950, AND THEIR

FAMILY BACKGROUNDS

Throughou t the whole march of human events there i s a

contlnuous relationship between the past and the present.

No discussion of the membership of the Rosemount Boys' Club,

would be complete without reference to their family back

grounds. A study of the religious identlfication, language,

and ethnic origin, of the parents of members, of both sexes,

of the Rosemount Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and July,

1950, is not possible. ~he data available, which would

show cultural elements in the backgrounds of the parents,

were restricted to the following information: the birthplaces

of the parents and their industrial pursuitsj which was to be

found on the Permanent Membership R~cord cards of the membera

themselves ..

Considering the age range of the members, we May assume

that there were similarities in cultural elements in the back

grounds of members and of their parents, because the family

ls the chief agency for transmission of the cultural herltages

from the older to the younger gerier-atri.o n; There ia a diffeI'

ence, however, because adults often find it difficult to assim1

late ta a strange culture. This process of assi~ilation often

proceeds more easily and more speedily in the case of children

and young people.
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When once distinct cultural groups come to possess
similar sentiments, interests, attitudes, and desires l

whether the similarities are recognized or not, the
way is open for a sharing and fusing in their cul-
tural traits. This process of becoming culturally
identical and indistinguishable is called assimilation. 1

The process of assimilation goes on within persons and

within cultural groups; persons and groups as such are never

.a s aâ md Lat,ed t.o each ot he r-, Mere adjustment of personal and

group reactions to new cultural situations are phases of

accommodation. Assimilation requires more fundamental changes

in sentiments, attitudes, habituaI reacti ons, end values. 2

Every individual i s born into a group, hi s family,
and this immediately gives him a rank within the
family, the neighbourhood, the community at large,
and society as a wh...ole. He may keep thi s rank
aIl his life, or he ~8..y move into another social
class, above or be10w that of his birth. His
change in social status is accomlished through the
groups with which he affiliates. 3

The fami1y has always been recognized as a major social

institution, and until recent times our chief economic unit.

Each member of a group brings to t he group his previous and

concurrent group experiences.

The fortunate individual whose family operates as
a group learns the elementary skill of group par
ticipation in his home, a skill which he uses to
he1p make his way in a group of his peers. He has
learned the meaning of group life t1:l.r0ugh par
ticipation in family experiences, through feelings
of acceptance in the fa~11y, both when he meets
and fails to meet its limitations, and through
feelings of satisfaction gained from giving

lDawson and Gettys, Op. Cit., p. 306.

2Ibid., p. 307.

~Yilson, G. and Ryland, G., Social Group Work Practice
(Boston, 1949), p. 41.
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and doing for other members of the family as
well as getting from them. l

A study of the places of employment of the parents of

Club members, throws light on certain factors which would

have had an indirect influence on the lives of those families,

as well as showing the industrial distribution of the places

of employment. For example, going b ack and forth to work

takes a good slice out of a working man's day. When places

of work are at sorne distance from home, it has its effect on

family relationships.

Very often when the community i8 composed of a number of

stable family units, which operate as groups, the whole com

munity takes on an air of being organized for the common,gooù.

The concept of a great metropoli~ as a community, which was

elaborated on in SectionB of Chapter III, has its application

in the realm of family life in any suburb or specialized area.

Families, like other individuals and groups, need opport~nities

to participate together. Families have physi~al, personal,

and social needs, as well as economic needs. Rosemount is a

ward of the City of Mont r eal . Of course much is gained by

the community of Rosemount on this account. Such thin gs as .

water, sewage, transportation facilities,parks, repair of

roads, and sa forth, are mor e or less taken care of in the

L'ar-ger- contexte However, 'Nhi le thi sis a good thing, there

is need to face the reality that people in a community are

lWilson and Ryland, Op. Cit., p. 143.
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drawn together when, through necessity, they discuss and plan

together to meet their corporate needs. When there is no

need for the people of a community to meet together around

issues wbich effect one and all, something is lost.

Secondly, many who live in Rosemount are fortunate in

the sense that they have the advantage of more fresh air and

privacy than many who live in the heart of Montreal, where

srooke, soot, congested housing, and noise, combine to detract

from any natural b eautry that may once have b een , Many Mont

realera live in areas where there are no treea, and where

green grass is unusual. It ia clear that auch conditions

inspire those who are able to move to districts, like Rose

mount, whi ch provide for better surroundings, wbi le not being

too far from the centre of the city, and especially so if the

cost of living is not prohibitive. However, when a district

seems to function as a "dormitory" suburb for a large city,.

there are inevitable problems. Factors combine to create a

social need. There is the priee to pay for the advantages

gained in carrying through on sound procedures to alleviate

physical distress, brought about by unsatisfactory living

conditions; and those gained by steps taken to lighten the

burden of the small community, in discharging certain respon

sibilities, by joining with a larger unit for purely practical

r-eason s ,

There 18 need to look at the fact that the people of

Roseroount today, need opportunities for recreation in Rose

mount. If a recreation program were geared to the needs
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and ca.pacities of pa.rticipating persons; and if it were such

as to provide an opportunity for individuals to take part in

the feeling, thinking, and action, involved in carrying out

communal projects; it would strengthen com~unity spirit, and

would make for Integration.

Discussion of recreational needs and recreational facil-

ities for adults 11ving in Rosemount, i5 beyond the scope of

the present research undertaking. Nonetheless, because of

the interrelatedness of family recreation, and the recreational

pursuits of thevarious members of the family, the subject of

opportunities for recreation for members of the families, other

than those who belonged to the Rosemount Boys' Club, between

April, 1949, and July, 1950, 18 mentloned here. Needs of

individual family members which are unmet, as well as thoae

which are met, tend ta influence relationships within the

family. A Boys' Club makes its contribution, but in the

words of the Committee of the Montreal Council of Social Agen

cies on the Rosemount Boys' Club (1938), "if a Boys' Club were

to be erected••• i t should b e considered as 0 ne uni t in a wider

community scheme~.l

Chapter IV ia divided into two sections. Section A

makes use of information gained tl~ough a study of the Per

manent Membership Record cards of members of the Rosemount

Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950; to show cul-

----------------------------------
IMontreal Council of Social Agencies, Committee re Rose

mount Boys' Club, Minutes of Meeting Reld on Monday, Aïril 25,
1938, at 12 o'clock noon in the Board Room of the Bel TëIë~
~hone Building (Representatives of the Rotary Club Being---
resent).
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tural elements in the family backgrounds of members of the

Ro s emo urrt Boys' Club durin g bne slxteen month p eriod, end

ing in July, 1950. Indices used include the birthplaces

of me mbers' parents; as well as industrial and occupationa1

pursuits of t he parents of members, of both sexes; as

revealed t.hrough a study of the Permanent Memb er shî p Record

cards.

Section B explores other f ac t or-a in the femily back

grounds of members o ~ the Rosemount Boys' Club, between

April, 1949, and July, 1950. This secti on e rd eavou r-s ta

discover whether members c ome from "broken homes" in which

parents are divorced, separated, or deceased. Secondly,

wb.ile "status in an indivLdual," s pri rtary family group i s not

finally determined by p0siti 'Jn as an only, oldest, middle,

or last child in a 8~all or large family, it i8 a factor in

such a determinati0n, and one worthy of con s ï.der e.t.Lon when

an attempt is made to understand the attitudes of participants

in a conflict si t.u at Lon, ,,1 As such this kind of Lnf'o rma'tLon

has significance in the work of an agency, and i8 included in

SectiJn :a of Cha.pter IV, to the extent of what was revea1ed

by ava.ilable data.

Flnally, these data show the use which fa~lies made of

resources offered by social agencies. This is i ~p0rtant as

an index to socio-economic need. In order t o determine how

many of tne families of memb er s of the Rosemount Boys' Club,

lWils~n and Ryland, Op . Cit., p. 37.
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between April, 1949, and Ju1y, 1950, were known to eoc t aï,

agencies, sampIs groups, of members of both sexes, were

c1eared through the Montreal Council of Social Agencies,

Social Service Index.

Section A. Cultural Elements in the Family Back
grounds of Members of the Rosemount

Boys' Club

1. Birthplaces of the parents.--A study of the birth

places of the parents of the sample groups reveals tbat over

half of the paren ts of bo th groups were born in Canada.

Table XIV. Geographical distribution of the birthplaces of
the fathers and mothers of 178 boys and 27 girls

---
Place of Fathers rnotrJ.8r s
Birth Boyst Girls t Boys' Girl s'

4.J 4.J 4.J 4.Js:: s:: s:: s::
~ Cl> ~ Cl> ~ (1) ~ (1)

(1) 0 (1) 0 Cl> 0 (1) 0

~ ~ ~
.o

~ H H s ~

::l Q) ::l Q) ::l Cl> ::l (1)

Z Pot Z Pot Z Pot Z Pot

Total 178 100.0 27 100.0 178 100.0 27 100.0

Montreal 57 32.0 7 25.9 52 28.7 7 25.9
Island

Quebec 19 10.7 2 7.4 16 9.0 5 18.6
Province

Other Parts 25 14.1 5 18.6 35 20.2 3 11.1
of Canada

Bri tish Isles 40 22.4 10 37.0 30 16.9 7 25.9
and U.S.

Other 19 10.7 1 3.7 15 8.4 2 7.4
Countries

Unknown and 18 10.1 2 7.4 30 16.8 3 11.1
Other

---
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Table XIV shows Canada to have been the bi rthplace of

the following proportio:ms of parents: boys' fatbers, 56.8

per cent; boys' mothers, 57.9 per cent; girls' fathers, 51.9

per cent; and girls' mothers, 55.6 per cent.

For the total population of Rosemount, in 1941,1 the

proportion born in Canada was 86.9 per cent. Where as, mo re

of the Club members were born in Canada than was true of the

total population of Rosernount, in 1941;2 fewer of the parents

were born in Canada than was true of the total population ot

Rosemount, in 1941.

Interestingly enough, the reverse was true for other

British countries. Other British countries were the birth-

places of the following pr oportions of parents: boys' fathers,

20.2 per cent; boys' rnothers, 14.7 per cent; girl s' fathers,

37.0 per cent; and girls' mothers, 25.9 per cent.

Whereas, fewer Club rnembers were born in other British

Countries, than was true for the total populatio n of Rosemount; 3

more of their parents were born in othe r Bri ti ah countries,

t han was true for the total population of Rosemount, in 1941.

'rhus sorne at least of these Club mernb ers, i t ha s been

established, were second generation descendants of British

immigrants to Canada. The proportion of British inmigrant

parents for the sample group of girls was higher than in the

_____________0 _

IDominion Bureau of Statistics, Op. Cit., p. 18.

2Supr a, p. 100.

3Supra, p. 101.
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case of the boys' parents. Here again we have evidence of

certain differences, which have come to light from time to

time, indicating that the needs of the total boy membership,

tbough similar, were not the same as the corporate needs of

the girl membership.

The unknown proportions of parents' birthplaces were as

follows: boys' fathers, 10.1; boys' mothers, 16.8; girls'

fathers, 7.4; end girls' mothers, Il.1 per cent.

None of the girls' mothers or fathers were barn in the

United states; however, a fair proportion of the boys' par

ents were, name1y, boys' fathers, 2.2, and boys' mo tne r a,

2.8 per cent. For the total population of Rosemount the

figure was only 1.5 per cent.

Europe accounted for the birthp1aces of the third lar

gest proportion of the parents of bath boys and girls. Of

the boys' fathers, 8.5; boys' mothers, 6.7; girls' fathers,

3.7; and girls' mothers, 3.7 per centjwere born in Europe.

In this classification, the boys' parents ranked higher than

the girls'. Both were higher than for the total population

of Rosemount, in 1941, nam~ly, 2.9 per cent.

Asia was the birthplace of SJ me of the parent s. Of the

boys' fathers, 2.2 per cent; boys' mothers, 1.1 per cent.

For girls' fethers, 0.0; and for girls' mothers, 3.7 per cent;

were born in Asia. For the whole population of Rosemount,in

1941, 0.1 per cent were born in Asia.

2. Industria1 and occupationa1 pursuits of_the par~.-

The information given by the samp1e groups, with respect to
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the occupati ons and places of employment of the fathers, was

incomplete. The Permanent Memb er shi p Record cards provided

for a statement of the type of occupation, as weIl as the

place of employment. Members used their di scretion in fill

ing in the info r mat Lon, and there was such variation in their

reporting, that classification was most difficult.

For example, classification according to occupational

groups was out 0 f the question. In all, 14 of the boys'

fathers, out of the group of 178, were identified as to actual

occupation. In 13, of the 14 cases cited, no further infor

mation was given. Since these represent the occupations of

at least one father in every hundred of the total boys member

ship, it would perhaps be well to list them here. Those

occupations given were: a shoemaker, a plasterer, a taxi

driver, a waiter in a tavern, a window cleaner, a cement

finisher, a roller maker, a salesman, a trade school tea.cher,

two policemen, and three contractors.

While it was not possible to classify the information

given by the sample group of boys with regard to the places

of employment and occupations of their fathers according ta

occupatianal groups; a satisfactory impression may be gained

from a study of the industrial gr oup s lnto which the places

of empl oyment of the fathers fell. ~able XV shows the

industrial distribution of the places of employment or occu

pations of the fathers of the sample groups of members , of

both sexes.
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Table ~l. Industrial distribution of places of em
ployment or occupations of the fathers

and mothers of 178 boys
and 27 girls

Industrial
Group Boys'

Fathers
Girls , Boys'

Mothers
Girl s ,

Total 178 100.0 27 100.0 178 100.0 27 100.0

Manufacturing 57 32.0 5 18.6 3

Construction

Transport,
Communication,
Etc.

20

26

11.2 2 7.4

14.6 12 44.4

Trade, Finance,
Etc. 21 11.8 2 7.4 7 2 7.4

--------------------------------
Services 31 3 11.1 1 0.6 1

-----_._-------------------------
Unspecified and
Other 23 13.0 3 11.1 167 93.8 24 88.9

--------------------------------
Only 13 per cent of the fathers of the sample group of

boys were not accounted for. Of the se, 2.9 per cen t were

reported in sorne way. For example, 1.7 per cent "worked for

themselves"; 0.6 per cent were "awayll; one in Singapore; 0.6

per cent were " r etired". Further, of the unknown, 3.4 per

cent were deceasedj in 2.2 per cent of the cases, the mother

and father were separated, and the boy lived with the mother.
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Thus It may be said that most nf the fathers were

em~loyed. A la.rge proportion of the fathers of the sample

group of boys were employed by manufacturing c oncer n s . Ti: anu

facturlng accounted for 32.0 per cent. j~anufacturing con

cerns were classified as there V/a.S a great deal ofvariety,in

only three cases did the fa thers work for the s ame cr:mcern as

a~y other fatter. Classification included: food industries

of aIl kinds, including beverages and llquors; leather, fur,

wood and rubber products; textiles and clothing; printing and

engraving; pulp and paper; Iron and steel; machlnery of aIl

kinds; aircraft, locomotives; electrical app ar abu aj as weIl as

mineraI and chemical products of al.L kï nôs ,

':l:able A3 in the Appendix gi 'Iles considerably more datai1

about places of employment of the f a t her e of the sample groups

than does Table XV above. l

The second largest industrial classification was services,

whicr_ ac c oun t ed f or 17.4 per cent of the fathers of the samp1e

group of boys. These were employed by hospitals; scheole;

municipal, federal and provincial government s, including the

City of M0n t reul , the army and civil service. Entertainment

Including fo od service accounted for a few. Only about 3.9

per cent were employed in business service such as custom and
o

repair and transpartati on services.C,

The third in line was the industrial group included ur-der

transport and communication. It was interesting that 50 few

ISee Appendix, p. 249 to p. 254~

2Se e Appendix, p. 254.
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Viere employed by railways, let alone the Angus Shop s , In ftlis

classification there were 14.6 per cent in all. Railways

accounted for 11.8 per cent and the Angus Shops only 9 per

cent. l

The remainimg 23 per cent of boys' fathers' places of

employment were divided about equally between constructicr-

and trade and finance. The forôer accounting for 11.2 per

cent, and tlie latter for 11.8 per cent. The maj ori ty of

trade and finance fell under retail and who1esa1e trade. 2

For c onstruction the concerns were mainly in the building

industry.3

For the sample group of girls, the study of the infor

mation given Wi th regard. ta tbe places of employment and

occupations of their fathers snows a11 but 3 of the ' 27 fathers

were working. Of t he 3j 2 were unknown, and one father an

inva1id. In every case but two , the fathers and mothers were

living and at home.

In the case of the fathers of the sample group of girls,

the industrial c1assificaticn accounting for ~~e largest pro-

portion was transport a~d communication. In all t ne re wez-e

44.4 per cent here, and 40.7 per cent worked for the C.P.R.

Angus Shop s. 4.

Next ta transport and communication came manufacturing.

--
1See Appendix, p. 252.

2See Appendix, p. 252.

3See Appendix, p. 251.

4See Appendix, p. 252.
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There were 18.6 per cent of the girls' fathers in this group.

Services was t rü rd in line, wi th ll.l per cen t. Construction,

and trade and finance, had equal proportions, 7.4 per cent, of

the girls' fathers.

Wh en a study was made af tlle places of employment of the

motner-s of the s ampl e group ai' boys, it was found that 93.8

per cent did not specify any employment. This may be taken

to mean that the mothers were busy at home. Information w1. th

regard to the size .o f the boys' families would bear ou t this

conclu sion.

Of the boys' f'working motne r-a", of whom there were only

6.2 per cent in aIl, the classification of employment in

industrial groupings was as follows: 3.9 per cent in trade

and finance, mainly retail trade; l , 7 per cent in manufac turing

namely, food, tobacco, and textiles. Services accounted for

a.6 pe r c en t •

With the mothers of the sample grou.p of girls, 88.9 per

cent were apparently at home. The remaining 11.1 per cent

were again trade and finance and services. Trede and finance,

mainly retail trade, took 7.4 per cent, while services, main1y

food service accounted for 3.7 per cent.

It was thought that the distance travelled by the fathers

from their homes to their places of work would b e of interest.

In arder ta do this, an attempt was made to locate the places

of employment through City directories. This attempt was a

success, thaugh difficult, in that 123, or 69.1 per cent, of

the places of employment of the fathers of the sample group of
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boys were located. For the places of employment of the

fathers of the sample group of gi r-l.s , 21 or 77.8 per cent

were located in di rectories.

Difficulties which precluded the location of 55, or

30.9 per cent, of the places of employment of boys' fathers;

and 6, or 22.2 per cent, of the places of employment of girls'

fathers; were due to insufficient reporting on the p art of

members. For example, in addition ta the 13 per cent of the

places of employment of the boys' fathers, that were unknown;

2.2 per cent of the places of employment could not be found

in City directoriesj 7.3 per cent reported occupation onlYj

and 7.9 per cent were of a very general nature, which did not

allow for specifie location, such as "Steinbergs fl ; one, or

0.5 per cent worked for the C.N.R. in Alberta. In addition

to 3 girls' fathers whose places of employment were unknown,

there were 3 for whom the only information was their occupa

tion.

Table A4 in the Appendix gives detailed information

about the locations of the places of employment of the

fatbers of the sample groups.l It shows the wards in which

they were located, and gives details about the places of

employment that were not located speclfically. Table XVI

below shows the distances ta work for the fathers of the

sample groups.

-----------------------------
ISee Appendix, p. 255.
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Table XVI. Approxi mat e di stene e to work fo r the
fathers of 178 boys and 27 girls

Distance Boys' Fathers Girls' Fathers
In Miles Nuî1îber Per Cent Number Per Cent

Total 178 100.0 27 100.0

Seven 8 4.4 1 3.7

Five 16 9.0

Four 32 18.0 4 14.8

Three 26 14.6 4 14.8

Two 22 12.4 2 7.4

Less Than Two 19 10.7 10 37.1

Unknown and Other 55 30.9 6 22.2

In preparing Table XVI, having 10cated the places of

emp10yment in City directories; and having determined the

wards of IfLontrea1 in which they were l ocated; the approxi-

mate di stanc e from the centre of Ro semount was e stirrated

for e ac h ward. That i s the fi gure given for "di stance in

miles". The centre of Rnsemount was taken to be about 4,000

Rosemount Boulevard, at the north-west corner of Maisonneuve

Park. Thus the distance is only approximate, and woulà be

accurate within about half a mile or so.
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The distance is not necessarily an index to time spent

in travelling from home ta work, aince it does not account

for transportation routes. The majority went west and

south, towards and through the downtown section of Mont r eal . 1

It would appear as thou gh Ro s emoun t might be called a

"dormitory" suburb for the City of Montreal, if the indica-

tions of these small, sample groups, are any index to the

wider situation. Certainly Rosemount is no longer the

"company town" it was when it was built around the Angus

Shops in the early days.2

Section B. Other Factors in the FamiIy Back
grounds of Members of the Rosemc:unt

Boys' Club

1. Conjugal condition of parents, an index ta family

solidarity.--A study of the home situati~ns of members, of

both sexes, of the Rasemount Boys' Club, between April, 1949,

and JuIy, 1950, ahowed that 92.2 per cent of the parents of

the sample group of boys were both living and at home. In

the case of the parents of the sample group of girls, 92.6

per cent were bath living and at home.

the picture for the boys.

ISee Appendix, Table A4, p. 255.

2Supra, p. 26.

Table XVII gives
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Table XVII. Home si tu atidon s fo r 178 boya

Mother
Both Parent &

Reside Parents Deceased Father Mot he r
With Living F. M. Both Sep- Re- Dn- Total Per

And At ar!lted married knovm Cent
Home

Total 164 3 2 3 4 1 1 178 100.0

Both
Parents 164 164 92.2

Mother 3 4 1 8 4.4

Father 2 2 1.1

Sister 2 1 3 1.7

Y.M.C.A. 1 1 0.6

In the boys' homes, for those in which both parents were

not living and at home, or 7.8 per cent; for 2.8 per cent of

the boys, one parent was deceased and they lived wi th the

other; for 1.7 per cent of the boys, both parents were deceased

and they Ilved with a sister or in one case at the Y.M.C.A.; in

2.8 per cent of the cases, the homes ceuld be described as

broken homes in that father and mother were separated, in one

instance the mother was remarrieà; for one boy, or 0.5 per

cent, the home si tua.tion was net lmown, but the boy lived wi th

a si ster.

In the girls' homes, in two of the homes where both par-
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ents were not bath living and at home; in one case there was

a foster home placement; for the other, the mother was deceased,

the father an invalid, and the girllivedwithherfather and

grandmother.

Thus it was established that by far the greater majority

of Club members, in the sample groups at least, did not come

from what could be described as "br-oken homes".

2. Older brothers and siaters in members' families,_~

index ta members' status in their family groups.--In nearly

two thirds, 64.0 per cent, of the boys' families; and in over

halt, 55.6 per cent, of the girls' families; members of the

Rosemount Boys' Club, of bath sexes, between April, 1949, and

July, 1950, had aIder brothers and sisters. Boys had any-

where from one ta ten, while girls had from one to four, older

brothers and sisters. Table XVIII gives trJ.e informatio n for

each of the sample groups.

Table XVIII. The proporti on of older brothers and sis
ters in the families of 178 boys and 27 girls

Older Brothers Boys' Families Girls' Families
and Sistera Number Per Cent Number Per Cent

'rotal 178 100.0 27 100.0

Unknown 11 6.3 4 14.8

Members havtng no oLcer-
b r o t.he r s and si s ter s: 53 29.7 8 29.6
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Table XVIII. (continued):

older Bro ther e Boys' Families Girls' Families
and Sisters Number Per Cent Nt:mber Per Cent

Members having older
brethers and si sters: 114 64.0 15 55.6

Ten -r
Nine l
Eight
Seven t;..,
Six ~

v

Five 9
Four 6 ,....
Three 20 2
Two 34 4
One 33 8

Thus it appears as bhou gh the b oy members of the Rose

mount Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950, had

more older b r-other-s end si at er s bhan did the g l r L members,

during the same peri ad. Further, SO!l1e boys h ad as many as

ten older brothers and sisters, ~hile no girl nad more than

four older brothers and si s t er-s ,

3. The size of members' families, an index te members'

linga, according t o sax, an index t~ boy-girl relationships

in the families.--Although there were 6.6 times as many in

the sample group of boys, as there were in the sample group

of girls; there were 10.6 times as many siblings in the boys'

families, as t here were in +'he girls' families. Thus the

b oy s ' families, t aken as a whole, were larger than the girls'

f'amt Lâ e s ,
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The average number ot 81bllng8 ln the b 078' famille.

waa '.4. while the average number ()f slblings ln the girls'

famllie. waa 2.7.

Furth.r, ail i t happened, there were more bOY8 ln the

b07.' fuille., and more girls in the girle' fanili... TM8

rai ••• oertain questions about the motivatIon of members in

joining the Ro ••mount BOlS' Clab. While there 1. no turther

data on the subject, lt may well have been that glrls joined

who did not have brother., hav1ng t ••er opportun! tles to meet

with meœeera of the opposite a.x, than would bave been the

oase, perbap., if th.re bad been bOY8 ln their familles.

Table XU .bo... the ••x distribution ln the families of bath

groupa.

Table XIX. Diltribution acoordlng to ••x of .1blln8.
in the famili •• tor 178 boy. and 'Zl girls

Suple
So~.

Siblingl
Scie ;Group Giri.

luiîîber.r Cent Sumber Per Cen t luiSer er een

Boy.'
Familie. 477 60.8 307 39.2 784 100.0

Girl.'
Femiliea 22 ag.7 52 70.3 74 100.0

Th. taat remain., whatever the exp1anatlon, that ther•

••r. 1.6 timea as many boys as d1r1s, in the famill •• of the

.ample group of b ·:>ya; and 2.4 tlmes al many glrla 8.• boya, ln

the famille. of the .ample group of girl••
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4. The EEoportion of the total population of Rosemount,

in 1941, which was represented by members of the Rosemount

Boys' Glub and their families, between April, 1949, and July,

195û.--Since there were 784 siblings in 178 families, the

average number of siblings, in the sample group of boys' fam

ilies, was 4.4 siblings per family. Since there were 74

siblings in 27 families, the average numQer of siblings, in

tine sample gr-oup of girls' families, was 2.7 siblings per

family. Since there were 1,197 boy members of frle Rosemount

Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950; we may cal

culate that; there were 5,266.8 siblings in all families, if

there were 4.4 siblings in each, Since there were 136 girl

members of the Rosemaunt Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and

July, 1950; we may calculate that there were 367.2 sibll ngs

ln all families, if there were 2.7 siblings in e ac n,

Since the majority of the parents of members, of bath

sexes, were living and at home; we may suggest that there

were 2,394 parents of boy members, and 272 parents of girl

member s ,

The popu1ati0n of Rosemount, in 1941, was 50,841 persans. 1

AIl the boy members and their parents, as well as their brothers

and slsters, made up 17 per cent of the total population of

RoseMount, in 1941. Ali the girl members and their parents,

together wlth their brothers and slsters, made ~p 1.3 per cent

of the population of Rosemount, in 1941. All members, of

---------------------------------
IDominion Bureau of Statistics, Op. Clt., p. 2.
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both sexes, and their families, therefore comprised 18.3 per

cent of the total population of Rosemount, in 1941.

5. The extent to which families of members of the Rose-

mount Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950, made

use of community health, welfare, and social services; an

index to socio-economic need.--When the sample groups were

cleared through the Montreal Council of Social Agencies,

Social Service Index;l it was learned that 63.5 per cent of

the boys' fa.milies, and 70.4 per cent of the girl s' familles,

were registered with the Index. Table XX shows the pr opo r -

tion of families, 0 f both groups, which were registered wi th

the Index.

Table XX. The proportion of the families 0 f 178 boys
and 27 girls, who were registered wi th the

Social Service Index

Boys Girls
Classification Number Per Cent Number Per Cent

Total 178 100.0 27 100.0

Regi stered wi th
the Index 113 63.5 19 70.4

No Record 65 36.5 8 29.6

Thus there was need for the families 0 f memb ers of the

Rosemount Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950, to

-----

lSample cleared tr~ough the Index in January, 1953.
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take adv arrt age of the various health, welfare, and social

services, available to them. The proportion of families

known to social agencies, and other institutions, was high.

Should the same have been true of Rosemount families generally,

as was true of t hese sample groups 0 f members 0 f the Rosemcunt

Boys' Club, then social service units have been meeting a real

need in RosemoQnt. Undoubtedly this question enters into the

work of the Rosemount Boys' Club. A group worker needs to

know the resources which are available, and often needs to

work, as a member of a team with other social workers, in the

interests of those whom the agencies serve. It often happens

that there is need to make a referral of a particular club

memberj Just as often a group w orker 18 called in to par

ticipate in a case conference. Services should not overlap.

They must complement, as weIl as supplement, each other.

Further, individuals wr~ are s oi ng through a helping

process often have partlcular emo t.L on a.l, needs, as weIl as

economic and ather ne ed s , Because family t'ies are close,

members respond to, and are direetly or indirectly affected

by, one another's needs. These have ta be und er s t ood .

Growth and rehabilitation of an individual often depend on

a worker's skill in providing e~otional support in difficult

situations. In order ta give this kind of help, 0.11 the

factors, which have bearing on the work with the particular

individual, have to be kn0wn. W0rklns along with other

social agencies improves the quality of serYiee that any

ageney has to 0 ffer, in cases where the functions of the two
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agencies c01ncide.

Data obtained tn.r0u.Gh t}:;~ ~t\J.dy of th e s e samp1e groups

of members of the Rosemount Boys' Club, b e twe en Aprll, 1949,

and July, 1950, seem t ') b e ar out the statement 0 f the Boys'

Work Committee, of the Ro t ar-y Club o f "')ntreal, in 1938,

narr:.ely: "Rosemount is predominuntly a 'working cLas s ' area,

and due ta its situation wl t.n respect ta the rest of the city,

will in all probability continue to graVi as a respectable but

low-wage earne r-s ' district."]

For the f amdLf e s of the boys, 52 different social service

units were called upon by 113 out of 178 familles. These

were c l as.s t r ï ed according t a functi on u nd e r' nine h ea dâ ng s ,

In al.L, 455 contacts were msd.e with these a gencies, 363 being

first or only contacts wi t h different uni ts, while 92 were

second contacts.

third time.

No one fami1y was known to any agency a

For the f amâ Lâ e s o f the s ampLe group 0 f gi r l s , 19 differ-

ent social service unites were called u pon by 19 out o f 27

f aml, li es. In al.L, 78 contacts were r-ad e wi th these ag enc Le s ,

61 being first or only contacts with different uni ts, wbi1e

17 were second contacts.

twice ta any one agency.

No one fsrnily was known other than

Table A5 gives details, showing tne numoer of families,

known to e acn of the 53 social service units, to whom any were

----------------------------------
IBoys' Club Federation of canada, A BOf s' Club Plan:

Submitted for the Considerati0n af the BOtS Work Com~lttee
of the Rot ary Club of !-:1ontl'eal (unplubll S 16d), Febro ary~
1938.
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Table XXI, b eLow , Sb0WS the d.i El tri but â on under nine

gen er al classifications.

Table XXI. Contacts with the varinus types of agen
cies t a whom the families of 113 boys

and 19 girls were known(a

-----------------,--------_._----------
Types of A3encies Contacts

Boys' Families Girls' Families
Number PeI' Cenf Number ~er Cent

Total 455 100.0 78 100.0

Children' s Services

Protectional and Cor
rectional Agencies

36

41

-----,---
7

5

? ami l y and Gen er al
Assi stance 106 23.3 20 25.6
-------------------------------
Church Social Services

Recreationa1 Services

Hea1 th and Nursing
Services

Hospitals

13

5

176

35

38.7 35

9

44.9

11.5

------------------------------,---
Services for Veterans,
Armed Forces and Their
Dependents

Rehabilitation and
Service ta the
Handi c apped

30

13

6.5

2.9

1

1

a)See Appendix, Table A5, p. 259.

1See Appendix, Table A5 , p. 259.
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For the families o f' the boys, health and nursing services

accounted for 38.7 per cent of aIl contacts. Nex t in line

were fami1y welfare and general relief assistance agencies.

Here were 23.3 per cent of the contacts which the families had

over the year s ,

Protectional and correctional agencies accounted for 9.0

per cent of aIl contacts; chil~ren's services for 7.9 per cent;

and hospita1 social service units for 7.7 per cent.

The remaining 13.6 per cent was divided as fo11ows: cburch

social services, in which secti on eight different Roman Catho1ic

churches are 1isted, 2.9 per cent; services for veterans, armed

forces and their dependents, 6.5 per cent; rehabilitation and

services t o the h andi.c app ed , 2.9 per cent; and r ec r eat.L on al,

services, 1.1 per cent.

Very r ou ghly, then, half of the contacts had to do with

he al th, nursing, hospi tal and rehabili tation SEr vic es. Just

under 20 per cent with children, protection a.nd correction, and

recreati on. About a quarter or more, were recipients of fami1y

and general assistance.

As was the case f or the boys' families, health and nursing

services was the largest, 44.9 per cent of all contacts, which

the families of the sample group of girls had wi th soc ial sgen

cies. Again the next was family anè general assistance, 25.6

per cent.

For the girls' families, hospita1 social service was

higher than in the case of the boys', accounting for Il.5 per

cent of a11 contacts, the third highest pe r-c errt ag e ,
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Children' s services were 9.0 per cent for the girls'

families, while protection and correctional agencies ac courrted

for 6.4 per cent. Veterans' services and rehabilitation were

equal with 1.3 per cent.

Tbus health, nursing, hospital and rehaoilitatian services,

taken t ogether were well over haIt, 57.7 per cent and higher

than for the boys' families, 49.3 per cent.

Chi Ld.ren , protection and correction, and recreatio n , taken

together were lower fo r the girls' families, 15.4 per cent;

than for the boys', 18.0 per cent.

Family and general assistance were about the sarne for

both groups, girls' families, 25.6 per cent; boys' families,

23.3 per cent.

None of the girls' families were cleared by t he St.Vin

cent de Paul or any recreati onal services. None of the 19

social service units to whom the girls' families were known

were specifically French or Roman Catholic, while they may

have been non-denominati ')n al .

For the boys, ab ou t a dozen or more of t he sa cial ser

vice units were either French, Roman Catholic or both. About

20 per- cent or more of the contacts were wi th tbe se uni t s ,

Government social services were represented in the con

tacts of both groups, but the percenta.ge was small. Contacts

were mainly wi th private soci al welfare and health services.

Of course government grants would supplement the budgets of

many of the a gencies and hospitals.

Table XXII, was compiled to show the approximate time
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when the contacts of the families of the sample groups with

the v ar-Lous so ct al, agencies were made. One of the b cy s '

family made contact as far back as 1917. Contacts made by

girls' families date back on1y to 1931.

Table XXII. Incidence of contacts with social agencies,
within the decades in whi ch they were made, for

the families of 113 boys and 19 girl s

Decades Boys' Families Girls' Families
NuMber Per ' Cent Number Per Cent

---

Total 455 100.0 78 100.0

1910 - 1919 2 0.4

1920 - 1929 13 2.9

1930 - 1939 168 36.9 38 48.7

1940 - 1949 231 50.8 34 43.6

1950 - (a 41 9.0 5 6.4

---
Unlmown l(b 1.3

a)sample cleared through the Index in January, 1953.

b)This was a contact with the V.O.N.
The slip was marked cencelled.

No date was given.

It is of interest that the years between 1930 and 1949

were difficu1t years of the families of the samp1e groups.

Dur-Ing that time the d epr-e s at on and the war may have been a

factor in the tremendous increase in their dependenc e on
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Although on1y three years had passed since

the 1940 - 1949 decade, it t s clear that proportions were

lower after 1949. Nevertheless, boys' families, of which

there were 178, had 41 conta.cts with vardou s social agencies

after 1949.

1949.

The 27 girls' families had 5 contacts after

Finally a study was made in order ta di scover the range

in the number of contacts that any of the families had vIi th

the vari ous social agencies. It was discovered t.hat one of

the boys' families had 18 different contacts, and tr.l8.t one of

the girls' families had 14 different contacts. Table XXIII

shows the variati on from those who had less than five, on up.

Table XXIII. Range in the number of different contacts with
the various social agencies to whom any of the families

of 178 boys and 27 girls were known at any time

Class Boys' Families Girls' Families
Inter- Number Number Per Cent Number Nuiiiber-~"'lJ ent
val of of of of

Families Contacts Families Contacts

--
Total 178 455 100.0 27 78 100.0

0- 4 142, 158 34.7 21 29 37.2:

5- 9 25 157 34.6 4 24 30.8

10-14 8 91 19.9 2 25 32.0

---
15-19 3 49 10.8
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In the cases of the boys' families, 65.3 per cent of

the contacts were from families having 5 or more c ontacts.

The girls' families were about the same with 62.8 per cent

of the contacts being with families having 5 or more contacts.

For the boys' families, less than half, or 45.5 per cent,

of the total number of families in the sample group had more

than one contact with any agency at cny ti me.

For the girls' families, again less than half, or 48.1

per cent, of the total number of families in the sample

group had more than one contact with any agency at eny time.

Thus it would appear as though some families were part

icularly in need of special help. One might conclude from

thi s that the Rosemount Boys' Club would ne ed to have on the

staff some persons who had the specialized knowledge and

skill to understand problem persons and situations, and pro

vide for complementary service where this course was indi

cated. A good deal of time and maney has gone inta the

services provided by all the various social service units,

and today it is recognized that we must think in terms of the

total personality of individuals and groups, in the total

situations in which they live, wo rk, pla.y, meet with crises

which arise from time ta time, and deal wi+;h every-day arr at r-s ,

The work of a boys' club i8 social education or education

wht ch enables boys and girls t" learn social skills and learn

t ~ meet situations as they arise.

We cannot assume t hat social educati on happens by chance.

Facts provide a background of knowledge and are indispensable,
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even though the actual work of a boys' club 18 an art in the

true sense. Knowledge, insight, and skill are as much pre

requisites in thls type of worK &5 are facilities, time and

money. Painstaking observation, study, record-keeping,

research, and ev a.Iu at.Lon pay large di vià.ends i n t he type of

servicerendered and t he extent of its effectiveness.



CHAPTER V

THE PRO GMI<1 0 F THE RO SEMOU NT BOYS' CLUB DUR 11'JG THE

FIRST SIXT:REN M01-rTHS, ENDING IN JULY, 1950

In chaptel' V, the focus i s on the "total pr-ogr-am" offered

by the ~r'\semou.nt Boys' Club ta membe r s , of bath sexes, between

April, 1949, end July, 1950. The s tudy of pr og r am i s limi ted

by the data available. Recognizing this limitation, it i5

nevertheless possible t o arrive at an app r'o xLmat Lo n when the

subject i8 broken dawn into sorne of its component parts. At

the onset it would be well to descrlbe some of the component

parts that will be considered in arder to clarify the meaning

of "total program".

At the head of the list 0f considerations must be p Lac ed

sorne of the broad general aims of Boys' Clubs. Policies and

procedures of a gi ver, 8G6IlC;Y· fl(\.'~ u t o f philo sophical con-

cept s ab ou t the TI atur e of the no rk that i s b eLng unde r-t aken ,

Membership requirements are based on acceptance of these

general concepts. Thus we see "program" f'ro m the point of

view of the agency. The following statement tl~aws light on

a fundamental concept in Boys' Club thinking,

The leadershi p of 2. Boys' Club i s wholly devoted
to und er-s t and Lng the p r ob Le-ns and needs of boys
and t a so Lv Lrig their pr-ob Le.n s and meeting their
needs. l

The "uLt Lmat e pur-po s e " of Boys ! Clubs has been expressed

lEays' Clubs of America, Philosophies 1

of Boys' Clubs, (New York, 1947) p. ·9 .
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l"'arlrVI •• ,
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in these words, "the building of physically fit, skilled,

self-reliant, tolerant, and all-round good citizens of good

character, who have a belief in the democratic system of

government."l

While it ia not possible, at this time, to delve too

deeply into the question of philosophy, the above serves to

acquaint the reader with some of the baeic considerations

of agency purpoae. Itwaa into an agency with this basic

purpose that the membership of the Rosemount Boys' Club,

previously described, came in search of a meanlngfUl exper-

ience. Thus we turn trom the concept of the meaning of

"program" ta the agency, to the meaning of "progre:m" to the

individuala and groups which comprise the membership and

participants.

What then was the essent1al nature orthe exper1 ence

that was sought by the memberahip? This ia a question that

can only be answered either in 'very specifie, or in very

general, terms. There ls a difference between expressed

interest and need. The need for adventure is strong at

any age, and particularly among boys and girls of the age

deacribed. Needs for securlty and recognition are varl-

ously expressed. Individuals seek to belong to groups

for Many and various reasons. Another basic neEd, which

lias undoubtedly a factor in the declsion 0 f memb ers to join

the Rosemount Boyst Club, Is a need to establish social

lBoyst Clubs of Amerlca, Philosophies, WO!!, Standards
of Boys' Clubs (New York, 1947), p. 11.
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relationships, and a need ta be a part of a larger whole.

Children may come ta an agency beC&lSe they are looking for

a good ti me, or have nothing else to do. Many e lement s

enter into man's basic need to live creatively.

Members come ta an agency not only as individual s, but

as members of group s. ~hile it i3 true that many may have

come alone to apply for membershlp, in any neighbourhood

there are n atur al group s. The pri rrary basis of a natural

group is an affectional bond. These groups oceur when

people are drawn together spontaneously by forces of the

environment and mutual attraction. Thus there are constel-

lati~ns of groups in wlüch members relate to one another.

Each boy or gi r l member of a natural group has a kind of

status, whieh is determined by his or her position within

the infor!l1al structure of the group of wbich he or she i s

a part. The indlviduals in a group have tla functi onal

relation ta each ot her whlch c an be describ ed in terms of

various degrees of leadership and followersbip. The result-

ing interaction, known as the social process, la the kernal

o f the structure of the society which human belngs have

built for themselves."l These natural groups grow out of

assaci atlons at school, at chu r-c h, in the s ame bl ack, in the

corner store, and in 0.11 places where chi Idren mee t and play"

or work, together.

At one time, "little concern was shown with the feml1y

lWl1son and Ryland, Social Group Work Practice
(Boston, 1949), p. 3.
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and group relatianshi ps of chi Idren, bec au se so lit tle was

known about the me an i n g of these r-el at.t onshtp s , III New con-

capts have gr0wn out of research in psycholagy and the social

sciences. The followin g statement expresses some of the

newer sentiments:

From the earliest years of his life, an individual
is drawn into one or mor e groups, many of which
are of his own choosing. An essential e Lemen t in
achieving social maturity Is success in gr ou p experi
ences. A co-operatlve group experience may help
him to develop sound social attitudes; a regimented
group experience may have the opposite effect. The
quality of inter-personal relationships within a
single group and the ~uality of the functianing of
the "group-as-a-w:b...ole' have profound influence upon
the individuals who are associated together ta earn
a living or to plan lelsure tirre activities. Thus
it is that leaders in industry, schools, church,
and government are becoming more and more conscious
of the relationahips between members of a group and
between one group and another as important areas of
social research and experimentation that will reveal
how individuals may be helped to functi on, both as
members and as leaders, within the activities of
these instituti ons and in the voluntary associations
which are clu.stered about them. 2

Thus the value of "success in group experiences" is seen

both from the point af view of the individual and from the

point of view of society.

Having ou.tlined the basic pu.r-p os e of the a gency; and

having esttlblished that there Ls Il distinction to be made

between an expressed interest and a Deedj and tr~t there are

individual and group needsj and having indicated that new

concepts of the meaning of relationships between individuals

lWilson and Ryland, Op. Cit., p. 12.

2I b i d., "Editor's Introduction", p. vii.
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and between groupa have grown out of research in various

fields; it remains to explore the content of the program

through which the Rosemount Boys' Club tried to reach its

objectives, between April, 1949, and July, 1950.

Sorne refer to "program" when they Mean a program of

actlvities. However, the activity itself ia not altogether

a rellable guide to the understandlng 0 f the nature of the

program in a specifie group. Program includes activi t1 e a

as eucn, but i t i s here taken to Mean somet!! ng beyond the

activity itself. For example:

••••••••wh11e the program content of Many
groups May seem to be identical, i ta use by
a group where the memberahip ia composed of
individuals representing wldely scattered
neighbourhoods in a metropolitan area la
quite different from the use of the same
content by a group compoaed of members from
a speciflc neighbourhood. The use of pro
gram content by Glembers ofa group (and
its meaning to them) from a well organized,
lntegrated community 18 qulte different
from that fade by a group from a di 81ntegrated
eommunity. .

Factors such as have been described in preceeding chap

tera have their influence on the process of program planning.

The program participants bring with them values and norma,

attitudes, prejudices and entbusiasms wbich are rooted in the

social class, in the religious, political, and ethnie groupa

of which they are a part. "Groupa are the media through

which society pas ses on i ts norma and tbrougb which i ta cul·

lWilson and Ryland, Op. Cit., p. 156.
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The program content itself, as well

as its use, is directly affected by the social forces within

a given group.

The determination of program content, and
its use in all groups, is c10sely related
to a neatly adjusted degree of homogeneity
and heterogeneity of membership. Program
content may be the basis (around) wh1ch a
group is organized. Here the content is
determined by the agency on the basi s of
assumed or observed intereste and needs of "
the members. Once the group is organized,
however, the vitality of the program to
the members ie dependent upon the degree
to which members ot the group are ~ncluded

in the process ot planning••••••••

and the content tends "to vary according to their develop-

ment.

When there ls underetanding that "total program" has
,

meaning beyond the activity itselt, one begins to see program

from the point ot view of the skill ot the worker in a given

Situation. It becomes clear tha t the workar' s functlon

includes close observation of the group procass and of the

behaviour of individuels and groups in relation to the pro-

gram media, to each other, to the worker, and to the agency.

There i s what has been described as a "language of behaviour".
-

A worker seeks to acquire the wisdom and discretion creatively

to affect buman beings and social situations. In achieving

this end, the worker uses program media as a tool. In

---------------------------------
1Wilson and Ry1and,Op. Cit., p. 18

2I bi d . , p. 157.
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addl tlon, the interrelatlonshlps between the worker and the

group, and between the worker and the lndividuals who com-

prise ,t he group, are slgnificant. Part of the skill of the

worker is in the "conacâ ous and responsible use of a pro

fessional seltft.

Knowing the "why" of program content in relation to

"what" experience, makes it possible to arrive at conclusions

as to ways and means of a~fectlng the group life ofparticular

members. The worker trained in group work seeks to know th e

meanlng of the experience in terms of the needs that are being

met. The worker seeks to evaluate the experlence in terms of

wbole iOOividuals in a "total ,situation". The wo rker seeks
. -,

to help lndividuals, and the group as a whole, t 0 acm, eve

goala which are satisfying to them; which are acceptable in

terms of society, of whi ch the agency i s a part; and which

will provide an enricbing experience in terms of peraonal, and

group, growth or rehabilltation.

Very often situations arise wb1ch indicate an area of

maladjustment, the nature of which sbould be c onsidered.

Another function of a trained group worker ls t 0 know

resources and how they may be used. Resourcea that are

beyond the individual but within the group, resources that

are beyond the group but within the agency, resources tbat

are beyond the agency but with1n the community, and resources

that are beyond the immediate community in which the agency

ia 10cated are al1 important resources with which a worker

needs to be fami1iar. Part of the present research under-
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taking has been devoted to study of resources beyond any

specifie group wltbin the setting of the Rosemount Boys'

Club.

Because the Rosemount Boys' Club oftered activi ties to .

both boys and glrle, Chapter V ls dlvided into t'Wo sections.

Section A deals wi th the program for boy members ot the

Rosemount Boys' Club durir~ the tlrst sixteen months ot

operation, ending ln July, 1950. Section B focuses atten-

tion on the girls' program ln the Rosemount Boys' Club which

was in operatlon between September, 1949, and May, 1950.

It ls recognized that, just as ln any society, in the

"society" represented by the Rosemount Boys' Club tbere was
- .
an abstract "something" which was created by Its "parts".

, ,

Corporate needs are not the same tbing as the eum ot the

needs ot component parts. It is also recognlzed that.many

factors combine to glve the Interactlng process a constantly

changlng content. Nevertheless, altbough the two programs

were Interrelated, and although basic concepts apply to both,

they -ere organ! zed as separate uni ts in the agency and i t

is convenlent to treat each separately tor the present pur-

pose. Data .available for study ln each case were not

Identical and, in sorne Instances, not even similar, altbough

the subject of study Is the same. There were variab les iri

the extent, nature, and content ot the two programs arlslng

from limitations and needs. As the manner ot presentation

ot materlal is related to data available tor study, there ls

an essential dltference ln the pattern tollowed in Sectlons
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A and B 01' Chapter V. Wherever possible, an attempt bas been

made to bring out the likenesses as well as the ditferences.

Throughout Chapter V, the wri ter draws on material presented

in previous chapters, as well as presenting fu~ther data, in

order to preserve the concept of "total program".

Section A. The Progrem tor B~embers of the
Rosemount BOlst Club durlng;tEë Flrst

Slxteen Month8~ Endlng ln .
JUIl, 1 50

The building i tse1!' 1 s an index to the possibili ties

afforded by the environment. A general description of the

building and equipment was given in Section B of ChapterII,

including the floor plans of the basement, ground floor, end

second floor, which together measured 218,000 cubic feet of

space inside a building.1

The various rooms in the building were designed and

equipped for certain types of activity. The design of the

building serves as an index to the representative activities

that made up the content ot experience atforded· the boy mem-

bership.

The staff of the Rosemount Boys' Club, between April,

1949, and July, 1950, consisted of: an executive director;

a tull-time boys' worker, whose major responsibility was work

with boys in the gymnasium; a part-time boys' worker, who was

present in the evenings and who tuncti oned primarily in

activities other than athletic; a group ot volunteers, some

lSupra, p. 59, to p. 69. ·
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of ..hom were paid, and most of whom came in the evemngs; a

part-time girls' worker, between September, 1949, and May,

1950, who was assisted by various volunteers who were not

paid; and a janitor.

The history of the Rosemount Boys' Club, its adminis

trative structure, and the method of financing, were out

lined in Section B of Chapter II.1

As bas been previously stated, the building was opened

to the boy membersh1p in April, 1949. The Club was in

operation six afternoons a week, Monday tbrough Saturday.

It was "open" onSaturday mornings, and tour nights a week

as a regular tbing. One evening was devoted to the "Viscount"

Divi sion Royal Canadian Sea Cadet corps.2 As tb1 s was .no t

part ot the program of the agency, but mere1y housed in the

building, i twill not be discussed here.

The growth of the membership during the fi rst slxteen

months of operation, endingin Ju1y, 1950, was sb:>wn in

Section A, Chapter 111. 3 - In al1, there -ere 1,197 boys

ranging in age trom 7 to 20 years of age. One boy was

reglstered who was 24 years of age. Junior boys (ages 7

to 11) comprised 42 par cent of the total membersh1p between

April, 1949, and July, 1950. Tb! s fi gure May be turtber

p. 62..

broken down to show that 12.6 per cent of the total member-

lSupra, p. 49, to p. 59.

2 ft

3 ft p. 75, to p. 78.
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sh1p were 7 and 8 years of age, while 29.4 per cent of the

total boy membersb1p were 9 to 11 years of age.

The Intermediate boy membersh1p (ages 12 to 14) -as

28.8 per cent of the total, and the proportion of Senior

members among the boys, or tbose boys 15 years of age and

older, was 29.2 per cent.

The average daily attendance, tor members of both sexes,

was 194.3 tor the period trom April, 1949, to December, 1949. 1

The figure for the year 1950 was 243 for members of bo th

sexes. 2 Since the content of Section Aof Ohapter V is

boys' program, i t sbould be stated that during tbe nine

months between September, 1949, and May, 1950, when there

was a program for girls, the average daily attendance for

girls would be about 10. This, of course, is small because

the program for girls .as restricted to specifie deys and

hours. Subtracting this figure trom the average daily

attendance figures for the period ending in December, 1950,
. .

would show about 209 boys per day. Th! s ia, un:fo rtunately,

2

as close as it is possible to come to a tigure tor the

average daily attendance ot boys between April, 1949, and

July, 1950, the period covered by the present study.

the way in which the agency obtained tb1 s tigure is ot

interest. Forms -ere used whlch were called Daily Door

lRosemount Boys' ciee, ReKort of the First Annual Meet-
lng, January, 1950 (unpubllshe ). .

, ~ort ot the Second Annual Meeting, Feb
ruary,~19~5"1~(-u~npuDI1sh;[).
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These forms consisted of long lists of numbers.

Upon registration, each member was given a number witb1n a

seri es. There were three series of numbers, one for each

of the three membersh1p classifications: namely, Junior,

Intermediate, and Senior. When the member came to the Club,

he was required to give his number and a worker drew a line

through it on the Daily Door Check. Different colours were

used for afternoon and evening.

These "ere the only attendance records required by the

agency between April, 1949, and July, 1950. No individual

attendance records are available for the various groups

w1thin the program. The Daily Door Checks, the Permanent

Membership Record Cardsl, and the reports of the annual

meetings for 1949 and 1950 are the only records, pertain1ng

to program for boys, that were available fo r study. It was

possible, however, to secure the first Gymnasium Schedule as

well as a 11st of var10us athletlc teams, show1ng their mem

bership and g1vlng names of the volunteer workers who helped

with the atbletic program.

Apart from the six volunteers who asslsted with the ath

letie program for boys, there was a pa1d volunteer who came

each n1ght to teach wood work. S1nce th! s volunteer was

placed in full charge of the craft shop, and came regularly,

he was always looked upon by members and workers as a staft

person.

lSee Appendix, PJ.. 266 and 267.
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There were no records with respect to the experience ot

the agency in the recruiting, training, placement and super

vision of volunteerworkers, altOOugh th1s was recognized as

an important phase ot agency program because of the large

number of members and the small paid staff.

The building and taclll ties wi thin the agency 1 tself'

have already been descr1bed. Additional facilities were

avallable as prelim1nary discussion between the board of'

directors of the Rosemount Boys' Club and the principal of'

the DrummeDd ScOOol, acro ss the street f'rom the agency, had

resulted in tentative plans te make use of' the scbool bulld

ing at such time as this step was consldered f'easlble. Sin~e

this point in the affairs of the Rosemount Boys' Club was

not reached during the period, ending in July, 1950, it wlll

not be given fUrther conslderation in the present stady.

Agencles diff'er in the torms of' statistical am narra

tive reports which they require f'rom the1r workera. Process

records reveal the interaction witbin groups. This type of'

record ia veI7 lmpo~tant because of' the fact that 1 t 1 s the

experlence ln an integrated group which ls the essentlal

element in the development of the indlvidual, rather than

the relation to the worker. Wb1le process reports have

many uses, the particular value to the worker lies in the

process record as an instrument wnich enables a "be t t er

understandlng of indivlduals and ot the group process. It

&lao provides an instrument of evaluation, provides a basie

tOI' supervision, md in tbi a way helps the worker to develop
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skill, and improve service to the agency.

The process report, in addition to being an account of

what actua1ly took place, ls a source tor future plannlng

tor the group because it retlects the expressed, unexpressed,

and unfulfilled interests and needs of the members.

Further, "the process report provides a permanent and
..

continuolls record for the agency, a aource of information

for the next worker, and the substance for the interpretatlon

and explaining to the public the service rendered by the

agency."l Process records were not kept for boys' groups,
-

and therefore the boya' program cao only be interpreted

through available information, which covera general atten

dance and the program of actlvitles offered.

The following statements of philosophy of Boys' Club s

reveal a trend in thinking wb1ch is of partieular signiticance

in the understanding of ~he program for boys in the Rosemount

Boys' Club durlng the period under consideratlon: 2

No boy ia barred from bis Club and forced to find
activity ln the streeta or elsewhere, becauae lts
building or various facilitlea are used by others.

It la never neoessary for a Boys' Olub member ta
seek actlvlty and companlonship in the streeta.

Each faeility ia an attraction to the Club. The
boys who are attracted by one faoility, and its
program, often become interested in other
activltles.

Each fac1l1 ty and i ta aot!vi tiea are a means

lWllson and Ryland, Op. Cit., p. 76.

93oys' Clubs or Amerioa, Phl1oso,hies, Work, Standards
of Boys' Clubs (New York, 1947), pp. and 8.
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of brlnging boys under the guldance of the Club
leaders.

These Ideas have varlously been expressed as the "open

door" pollcy, and the "exposure method" of Introduelng the

members to varlous actlvltles. It ls largely ln the inter-

pretatlon, of the specifie Boys' Club, of the general state

ment aboya, that the nature of the program 18 determined.

How were the boy members of the Rosemount Boys' Club,

~ ------- -between-JtprIr,--U149-,-and July, 1950, engaged in the agency

program ln order to he1p' them satisfy their interests and

needs through the tacilitles ot the agency? In answer to

this question, one might say that the "open door" poliey

was followed to the letter.
- ~

This polley, in the partlcular

setting, had v.rious 11m1 tations and mlght, in the oplnion ot

the writer, have been better adapted to the needs ot the

situation, without negating the general prineiple on wh1eh

the policy i s b aaed,

There are certain basic raasons for thls statement of

oplnion. The Club was new and in a neighbourhood whleh was

known to be in partlcular need or reereatlonal fael11tles

tor boys. This meant, as was aetually the case, that It

m1ght have been antlclpated that boys would apply for member-

ship in a seemingly endless stream. Partleular problems in

Rosemount Ineluded that oï a large amount of Juvenile de1in-

queney. In light of this, wb1.eh was an ~stablisbed fact,

i t might have been evident from the tirst, that problems ot

destructive behaviour among the members would assume major
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It would theref'ore have bean evident that

provision, within the program, would have ta have been made

tOI' th1s. F1nall,., while lt was true that the Club itselt

was the realizatlon of' much planning and hard york, and that

ln spl te ot the magnificence ot this contr1buti on 0 t: the

Kinsmen Club ot Montreal to the resources for group lite in

Rosemount; that the very tact of such an accomp1isbment wou1d

have meant that resources, left atter the buildingwas erecteg., _
---- - - - - - - -

would have to have been examined. The question of provision,

ln the budget, tOI' adequate leadership wl thin the agency,

which would have to have been related to the number of members

lt was the intentlon to serve, and the partlcular needs, might

have been turther explored.

There 1 s an old saying that "hlndslght ls better tban

foresight".
..

The workers in the Rosemount Boys' Club,

between April, 1949, and July, 1950, were not prof'essionally

trained. They were entbuslastic, , a s was the Corporation and

Board of D1rectors. It ls a tribute to their comblned courage:

and devotlon that they stood by, under Most dlfficult clrcum.

stances and endeavoured to see their way through the complex,

and ever-changlng, processes that were about tbem. They were

anxlous to provide the best w1thin the!r means for the boys

whom the agency nad undertaken to serve.

Th~ in1tlal_pr~g~am~~s_s~t_ up_on_the- b-asis -o:' -as sumed- - - - - ----:-

interest, and followad the design of the building. Whlle

program suggestions, which are psychologically sound, provide

valuabla resources in pro gram planning, program sbould not be
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allowed to become fixed and institutlonalized. When this

happens, the extent to which members may use the group tor

personal, and social, development 18 narrowed. Today mu.ch i s

known about the growth and deve10pmental needs of 1ndlviduaJ.s

at var10us ages. The actlv1t1es offered groups shou1d be in

keeping with the developmental needs. The total age range

within the membersbip of the Rosemount Boys' Club, between

April, 1949, and July, 1950, was roughly_~ to_20Jear~Q~a.g~ _

The discussion of the needs ot indiv1duals at variouB ages

wl1l be restr1cted to discussion of the needs typ1cal of the

age range wlthin the membersbip of the agency at that time.

Because of needs, which have been establisbed tor part1cular

age groups, an agency may assume that a group 0 f members hav-

1ng the ord1nary development for a certain age will have cer-

tain interests. There were a number of early-school-age

ch1ldren (ages 7 end 8 years) among the membersh1p 0 f the

Rosemount Boys' C~ub • l t 1 s known that th1 s age,

••••• •• prefer actlvlt1es which demand great
phyalcal actlvlty, such as running and chas1ng
games. About 9 or 10 years of age children
want to acqulre real sk1ll in crafts, sports,
and other actlvlties. Adolescents are inter
ested in the opposite sex and in socia1dan
cing; boys 11ke team games and organized sport,
and thelr lnterest in girls doea not come at
so early an age as the girls' interest in boys.l

Program media are tools which are used wlthin the group

settll!B_to~eet_the_d~v_eloplILentaLneed-s-Of-pa-rtl-cl-pan-t&,- and-- - - - -

to belp lndlv1dualsand the group as a who1e to achieve deslr-

lWilson .and Ryland, Op. Cit., p. 163.
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able personal and social goals. In the program, "man7 media

are used: games and social recreation; dancing of all kinds;

many forms of music; story telling and creative dramatlcs;

arts and crafts of an Infinite variety; and trips to points

of interest. Discussions, formal and informal, occupy an

important position in the program ot Most groups."l

These media. and many others are used in many programs

such as clubs, classes, and workshops. The values of the

program media used, in relation to the age of the partici

pants, and their stage ot development; will be discussed in

relation to the specifie program for boys ot the Roe emounb

Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and Ju1y, 1950.

The program that will be discussed, here, i 8 the pro

gram that was offered boys a.s fol10ws: 1. in the games room

on the sround 1100r; 2. in the gymnasium; 3. in the games

room on the second floor, ealled the Senior games room; 4. in

the craft shop; 5. in the club rooM; and 6. special avents

and other activities.

Since each room was ditterent, eaon room presented

difterent program possibillties, as well as limitations, to

the membership. The actlvities and the program media used,

varled wltn the room, .and will be discussed in relation to

the use made of these by the various age groups.

1. The Games Room Program

This Includes all activi ty which teok place in the games

lWl1son and Ryland, Op. Cit., p. 197.
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room on the ground floor. The use of th1s room was

restricted to boys. The games room was the socl al centre

of the Club. At no time, between April, 1949, and July,

1950, was the games room restricted in its use as far as

boy members were conc eœned; AlI boys of aIl ages congre

gated here, and at times participants from all age groups

were present at the same time. The atmosphere was informal.

Members were able to buy soft drink and candy here. During

the atternoons, the executive director supervised the games

room. He was assisted two afternoons a week by the gym-

nasium worker.

The membersh1p as a wbole adjusted themselves in thelr

use of the games room, and the program media provided there,

in a Most interesting way. Proportlonately few of the

Senior members made use of the games room in the atternoon.

For those who did, activlty centred around the pool table,

at one end of the room. . The ping pong tables, wb1ch were

at the opposite end of the games room from the pool table,

were usually the centre of attraction for Intermedlates.

Junior members Viere wedged between Seniors and Intermedlates,

usually in the centre of the games room. Tbls distribution

came about quite naturally. No member was told where to

play. It would appear as tb:>ugh various age groups were

aware of the needs of one another, and thls i nformal struc

ture evolved as It were by mutual consent. The distribution

of groups ln the games room was tacili tated by the plaoing ot

equipment.
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In the centre of the games room, between the pool table at

one end, and the ping pong tables at the other, there were

a number of small tables and chairs of solid constru.etion.

These tables were used as table game tables. The arrange

ment was that members lI'ent to the counter in the lobby and

asked tOI' the ta'ble game ot their choice. This was returned

by the same member after having been used. In th! s way

games were circulated among the various members as desired.

Many table games of all klnds were used,

a) Use of the games room by ;l'unior boy members. --Junior

boys, ages 7 to 11 years, comprised 42 pel' cent of the total

membership. As they were sent home from the Club at 8 o'clock

in the evenï.ng, there was only an hour in the agency for them

artel' their supper hour, if they chose to come tl:len. Boys

of this age crowded into the building every afternoon after

sehool.

The value of play for chi ldren 0 f tbi sage eannot be

overlooked. Table games requlre the type of social relations

described as Rlndividuated group interactlon".l The program
-

ortered Juniors in the games room was the chief program offered

boys of that age. Other types of play needed, as well as

other activi tles oftered, 11'111 be di scussed elsewhere. Thmoe

18 a long process of education before Indlvlduals are able to

fnnction in groups. Experlence in social relationsh1ps comes

gradually as cbildren grow up passing through all the variou8

----------------------_._-----
lSee Appendix, p.
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stages of pbysical, mental, and social development. During

tbis t1me they develop the taste for good fun. The program

described was des1gned to help the members of the Rosemount

Boys' Club in this growing up process.

Unfortunately it 1s not possible to descr1be, in detail,

the activities carried on in the games room. However, it

would be well to indicate here some of the values of play.

Cb11dren take play very seriously.

Play requires a willingness to enter into an
arti!icial game situation. This voluntary
acceptance of the challenge of the situation
afforded by the game contributes to the dis.
cipline that play holds for the cb1ld.The
cbild learns to conform to the rules wb1cb
govern the game. In a genuine situation a
ch1ld would resist the severe penalizatlon
which is accept~d uncomplainingly 1n the
artificial one.~ .

Play has also been described as a "way of social behav1ng".

When there is a correlation between the gsme and the growth

and development of the players, the participen ts abstract or

"learn". "Events of the game oceur in such close sequence

that cause and effect relat10ns are more meaningful to the

pls.yer, and he abstraets more than he doe e in less meaningtul

sltuations••• When the fundamentals of the game pattern are

kept stable the discipline contrlbutes to the stabilization

of the nervous system and to soclaladjustment. ,,2

lNeva L. Boyd, "Play a Unique Discipline", Childhood
Eduoation (May, 1934). --

2 "Play As A Means of Social Adjustment",
New Trends in Group Work (New York, 1939)
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b) Use ot the games room by Intermediate boy membe!:.!.:.-

This group comprised 28.8 per cent of the total number of boys.

Fair nuDibers of Intermediate boys, ages 12 to 14 years, made

use ot the games room in the atternoons. These boys were

permitted to remain until 9 o'clock in the eventngs, rather

than having to go home at 8 o'clock as did the Juniors. Many

ot them enjoyed playing ping pong in the games room during

the afternoon and evening. Table games "ere slso provided

tor them.

c) Use ot the games room by Senior boy membe!.!.--As has

been prev10usly stated, the pool table at the south end ot the

games room was a main attraction tor these older boys. The

proportion of Senior members was 29.2 per cent of the total.

Relatively few of the Senior members made use of the games

room in the atternoon. In the evenings, the Seniors shared

the games room with Juniors and Intermedlates, but by nine

o'clock the games room was reserved tor the Senior members.

2. The Gymnasium Program

The gymnasium _as u sed by small groups or boys of al1

ages. A worker was always present. A tull-time worker was

employed, as has been stated, whose major responsibillty was

York with boys in the gymnasium. This worker was assisted

by volunteers, and had, in addition to work 1n the gymnasi um,

other responsibil1tles. The gymnaslum was used for athletlc

program three quarters <t) of the tlme that the Club was open.

It ls estlmated that about a quarter Ci) of the total boy mem

bership partlclpated in the gymnasium program of the Boys'
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Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950.

events took place outslde the buildlng.

In describing the use of the gymnasium, and activit1.es

therein, it remains to be stated that about a quarter <t) ot

the gymnaslum time, durlng the bours wbicn the Club was open,

was taken up as follows: partly by girls' program, wbicn will

be studied separately; and partly by a .eekl,. program ot

movies, otfered to both boys and girls of all ages. As there

was no auditorium ln the Rosemount Boys' Club, the gymnaa1u.m

served a dual purpose. Special events and mass activities

also were scheduled for the gymnasium.

A major emphasis ln the program oftered for boys at the

Rosemount Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and Ju1y, 1950,

was sports and athletics of all kinds. Many Intermediate

and Senior members .ere Interested in taking part ln city-

wide ath1etic competition. Tb! s interest was endorsed by

&duIts in Rosemount who were anxlous and wi111ng to serve as

v01unteer coaches. The admlnistration ot the Rosemount Boys

Club, cltizens of Rosemount, and the membersh1p combined

their entbusiasms toward having the Rosemount Boys' Club make

a good showing ln clty-.ide competitive sports.

It was natural then that a good part of the "gymnaslum

program" was devoted to "athletics".
-

The "athletic program"
... -- -

was about halt the total gymnasium program in terms of t1me

on the floor. Th! s ..as not true of participation, however.

Naturally teams were comparatively small and needed extensive

training. Such training requlred a good deal of tlme on the
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All the teams together numbered 90 boys, and com-

priaed 8 per cent of' the total boy membersbip. While It

la true that these few boys took up half the tlme on the

f'loor, the gymnaslum was open a good deal of this time.

More members were really present since spectators were

ellowed, and large groups ot boys Just watched.

The remaining gymnasium program, apart trom the ath

letlc program described, consisted ot: a program tor Juniors,

ottered three atternoons a week; a period on Saturdq morn

ings torthe Wolt Cub Packs; end two programs tor Senior mem-

bers, each held once a week in the evenlng. The latter were

respectively, a gymnasium period open to all Senior members,

and a Senior Leaders' Corp program.

a) Use of the gymnasium bl Junior boy membo!!:!. --Part

of' the little Junior "communlty" in the Rosemount Boys' Club
- -

every af'ternoon spent their time on the gymnasium. Pro gram

in the gymnasium was ottered Juniors three atternoons a week.

Here opportunity was aftorded for active games, Many of wb1ch

were of' the "rough and tumble tl variety. Active group games

provlde a dltferent type of social experlence than do the

table games, previously discussed. They call tor "continuous

co-operative interaction in temporarlly organi. zed g~oup unite ".1

Whi1e it 18 not known exactly what to ok place during these

periode on the gymnaeium, i t is important tbat such sn oppor

tunity was attorded the Junior membership.

lSee Appendlx, p. 264.
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b) Use of the gymnasium by Intermediate and Senior boy
. .

members.--Data availab1e on the "athletic program" 'revea1s
- -

that basketball, hockey, basebal1, and boxing were the main

sports. Intermediate teams were c811ed Midgets, while

Senlor members liere in Juvenile teams. There were two

basketball teams, two hockey teams, and three basebal1 teams.

One Midget baseball team lias made up ln the summer of 1949.

In the summer of 1950, there liere two baseball teams, a Mid.

get team, and a Juvenile team. In addition the Rosemount

Boys' Club took part in the Golden Gloves Tournament. This

18 the amateur boxing event of the year, and i s very popular

al1 over the City of Montreal.

There were 15 boys registered in the Mldget teams for

basketball and hookey. Tb.ere liere 10 boys registered in

eaoh of the Juvenile teams for basketball and hockey. Fur

ther, there were 12 and 15 boys, respectively, ln eaob of

the two lUdget baseball teams. There were 14 boys regi s-

tered in the Juvenile basebal1 team. Taken together then

the Il athletic program" , .ith the exception of boxlng, served
.

about 90 boys, or 8 pel' cent of the total boy membersh1.p of

the Rosemount Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and Ju1y, 1950.

As speotators liere aJ.lowed, and attendance was large, the

program was enjoyed vicariously by other members of tbe Club,

and the oommun!ty as we11.

There are unfortunate1y no d~ta about the partloipating

membersbip ln the "athletic program", apart from their names

and ages. For the Senior membership, taken as a whole, there
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.as a large proportion of destructive behaviour in the Club.

This was also true of Many Intermediate boy members. It i s

possible to state, however, that the incidence of juveni1e

delinquency in the community represented by the members of

the Rosemount Boys' Club dropped durlng the f'lrst yeu of

agency operation. The data on juvenlle delinquency are in

Section A of Chapter 111.1 Perhaps the "athletic program"

was a channel for what otherwlse would have resulted in anti-

social behaviour.

On the general question of competition there ls a wealth

of' reading materlal. The use of scores and prizes as goals

is very universa1. "Competition has come to be assoclated

with recreation, and the atmosphere of a recreational sgency

no. reflects the competitive lntent."2 Over-emphasls on

wlnnlng has crept ln, and many authorltles are questionlng

how sound our athletic programs are. Mr. S. R. Slavson, in

his book called Recreation and the To~Personalitz stat es

that sports have been glorif'ied. "Members who excel in ath

1etics also set Ideals for the centre which discourages co

operation and aesthet1c and lntellectual 1ean1ngs." The

au thor speaks of the "contagion of the soclal cllmate", and
-

the "natural des1re to be part of the group", wbich often

outbalance predilections and talents. Mr. Slavson f'urther

lSupra, p. BI, to p. B8.

28 • R. Slavson, Recreation and the Total Personalitz
(New York, 1946), pp. 95 ana 96.
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states that "the ends of sooial eduoation and demooraoy oao
,

best be served through the oo-operation of individuals and

groups. ,,1 He speaks of "group oo-activity" rather than
..

~nter group aotlvlty".

This destruotive element in sports, wbich doea not ln

any way detraot from their value when used w1 th discretion

and understanding ot the ind1viduals taking part, 1 a recog-

n1zed by present day thlnking in Boys' Clubs. A recent

publication of Boys' Cl\lbs ot America deala 1f1th Standards

of Aooompliabment. This i8 baaed in far reacb.1ng researoh

lnto the whole q\lest1on of aooompllshment in all areas of

program. In the wo~s of the exec\ltive director of Boys'

Clubs of America, "'The Standards of Accomplishment Program t

wll1 glve boys new lncentives for program partio1patio n and

oreate standards by which they May achieve the satisfaction

of indiv1dual accompllshment wbich la so vital to the mental

well-being of any boy.,,2

15. The Senior Gamas Room

This room was used only tor boxlng. Ten boys were

reglstered in the tiret boxlng class, with sn able volunteer

coach. As has been prevl()usly mentloned, the Rosemount Boys'

Club took part ln the Golden Gloves Boxlng Tournament.

Altbough there are no reoords wbieh malte any ref'erence

lSlavson, Op. Cit., pp. 95 and 96.

2soys' Clubs of Amerioa, The Standards of Acoompl~
ment Program (New York, 1950), p. 3.
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to the reason why the Senior games room was used in this way,

it ls the opinion of the writer that there was a practical

reason for th1s. The staff could not cover the second floor

during the afternoons, because they were busy on the ground

f1oor. In the evening, the atmosphere was ,so charged and

dynamic that supervision was needed in more places than

workers cou1d cover. Rad the Senior games room been used

for purposes other than boxing, more staff would have been

needed. Sach a responslbility could not have very well been

given a vo1unteer, as the implications of the needa and

behaviour of Senior members were far reaching, and trained

leadership was required. It i s the opinion of the wI"l ter

that limitations of staff showed up particularly at this

point in the progrsm. It was essentially realistic to

restrict the use of the building te a program that ..as _Lthin

the limitations of the number of staff persons. The fact

that the girls' program took place on the second floor one

evening a week, might have proved a turther difficulty in

terms of the stage of social development of the Senior member

ship, between April, 1949, and Ju1y, 1950.

4. The Cratt Shop

The craft shop, whicb was located on the second floor,

was not used ln the atternoons. There was not staff enough

to permit this. Thus crafts for Junior members were offered

only between 7 and 8 o'clock in the evenings, with the possible

exception of Saturday morning and afternoon. The cratt shop

provided opportunity tor boys of all ages ta 1earn skl11s.
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The type of social relations essential to carry on th1s

act1v1ty 1s described as "1nd1v1duated activity in casual

group relat10ns s1tuation~".1

Not all members enjoy every area of program to the sarne

extent. There 1s need for a wide range 1n choice of pro gram

content, and d1versified methods of its use. Each act1vity

has peculiar qpalit1es which appeal to certain ind1viduals

and wh1ch are 1mportant factors in their choice of program.

However, "values need not be pecu11ar to the act1vity; many

of the same values can result from activit1es which, on the

surface, aeem to be very different. This i8 due in part to

the abi11ty of 1nd1v1duals and groups to adapt act1v1t1es to

the1r needs."2 Crafta appeal part1cularly to persons unable

to 1nteract soc1ally w1th others to a high degree.

Prom1nent among tbese values are the potent1a11ties
for a1d1ng pbys1cal growth and neuromuscular control
and for provid1ng 1ntellectual stimulat10n and devel
opment. The release of emot10ns 1s also made pos
s1ble, for act1v1t1es provide forms tbrough wh1ch
fee11ngs may be acceptably expressed. 3

For example, many of tbe boys made cars wb1ch they

entered in the Soap Box Derby. It can read11y be seen that

the ramifications of this activity in the craft sbop were

many. There was the b1rth of the idea and the carrying of

it through ta complet10n. The sense of baving exercised

1See Append1x, p. 264.

2W11son and Ryland, Op. Cit., p. 153.

3I bi d•



- 177 -

control over the physlcal envlronment is a large part of the

need to create things wi th the nand a , There i s discipline

in arts and crafts. Certain limitati~ns are imposed by the

materials. Hobbies are developed in this way and sometlmes

a vocational interest takes shape. An individual May gain

status through perfecting a skill. Children like to show

evidence of their skill. There is need to learn to share

working space, tools, materials, and the attention of the

worker. Participants secure a rlch experience in self

expression and acquire knowledge of design, colour, and art.

For some, crafts provide a wedge into group lite. This

would apply to a shy or handicapped person. On the other

hand, this has to be watched caref'ully because an individual

may take r oefuge behind a particular skill and bold aloot from

the broader group program.

The cratt program, however, did provide group experience.

As has been stated, there are natural groups in which members

have the feeling of wanting to be together, and their interest

in any one activity plays a secondary role. Groups, on the

other hand, are otten tormed around special interests. Rela

tionships that are satistying often grow out ot thi s casual

association ot persons around a common interest. Interest

groups were organized, which m1gbt be described as "single

act1v1ty groups" rather than "mult1ple act1vity groups",

around the following: commercial art, tirst aid, leather cratt,

model aeroplane bu1lding, typewr1t1ng and shorthandj as well

as the wood work, which was the interest ot the majori ty.
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5. The Club Room

Unf'ortunately it is not known 1Vhat use was made of tb1s

room in the boys' program. In the afternoon ther e was not

the staff to enabLe the use of th! s room by boy members. In

the evening, and on Saturday morning, the room was uaed, On

Monday evening the building was turned over to the Sea Cadet

program, as has been stated. On Tuesday evening, the Club

room was devoted to program for girls which will be discussed.

The club room was u seë for boys' program on Wednesday and

Tbursday evenings, and on Saturday morning and af'ternoon.

Friday evening was turned over to the program of movies, and

11ttle use was made of the building, apart f'rom the gymnaeium.

In tact, the club room was used for girls l program on Friday

evening, during part of the time covered by the present study.

It la thought that the Leaders' Corp used the club room

about one evening a week. Various interest grcu pa were also

held in the 'cl ub room. Rere agaln the limitations of staff

showed up.

6. Special Events and Other Actlvlties

Special events and mass actlvit1es which were held between

April, 1949, and July, 1950, under the auspices of' the Rose

Mount Boys' Club, both inside and outside the building; pro

vided recreatlonal opportunities for boys, girls, men, and

women in Rosemount, of' a1l ages. Some ware directly associated

with parts of the "total program" already outlined. Others

were independent of anything that has previously been mentloned.

For example, there were Wolf' Cub rallies, parades, and
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special hikes which accounted for the participatio n of 167

Cubs. The movies on Friday evenings l'ere very popu1a.r wi th

both boys and girls. There was an average week1y attendance,

in 1949, of 250 youngsters; and in 1950, the average weekly

attendance a.t movies was 350 boys and girls. Senior dances,

special parties at Christmas time and on other special occa

sions, outings of all kinds; basketball games, hockey games,

and a boxing tournament; as well as varir.u s tund raising

events; all contributed to the fun of members and non-members

of the Rosemount Boys' Club.

Senior dances .ere attended by 610 teen-age mamber s in

1949, and by 284 membera, of both sexes, in 1950. As can be

seen from the number whieu attended these parties, l'hlch ware

usually held on Saturday eveninga ln the gymnaslum, the part

played by social dancing ln the boys' program was relatively

small. There are no records about tb1s aspect ot the program

for boys, although sorne light ls thrown on the subject in the

records of the girls' program, wb1ch 1 s discussed in Section

B of Chapter V.

Representatlva teams gave a party whi ch was attended by

125 persons. It cm be seen that there was opportunity for

broader social contacts through participation in the "athletic

programn •

Christmas parties were annual avents, and attendanea was

u8ually large. In 1949, a total ot 1,037 members a.ttended

the Christmas party. In 1950, the total attendance was 788

members.
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Every three or four months, i t was the custom to have a

special outing of some kind. During l ~49 and 1950, a total

of 450 youngsters participated 1n these special activities.

A tr1p to the circus was very popular, with 200 able to attend.

Boat trips on the ri ver steamer "Vl11e Marie" were thoroughly

enjoyed. One of these trips was held each summer. Roller

skating at the Forum; BWi~ng at St. Helen's Island; part

icipation ln the Soap Box Derby, in which competition 89 cars

were entered during 1949 and 1950; a trip to the Coca Cola

plant; and hikes, trom time to t1me: were highlights ot the

special programs held during 1949 and 1950.

The Second Annual Report of the Ro semount Boys' Club,

1951, shows an attendance figure tor spe~tators at basketball,

and floor hockey, games throughout the year of 2,193 persons.

Spectators who attended boxing shows boused 1n the agency in

1950 numbered 2,040 persons.

Such enormous amount of money was required to erect the

building, buy needed equ1pment, prov1de operating expenses,

and so on,that there was the need tor !Und rai sing schemes,

particularly in 1949. The membersh1p and the c1t1zens ot

Rosemount partic1pated 1n two of these schemes which attracted

1,150 persons. These were called "Buy a Br1ck Campaign", and

"Elsie The Borden Cow".
.'

In addition to raising much needed

tunds, these atforded a good deal of enjoyment.

Summary and Evaluation 0 f Boys' Program

Tbus the "total program" tor the boys who were members of

the Rosemount Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950,
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has b een out1ined on the basi s of available data. The

analysia of th1 s aspect of the "total program" of the agency
~

has been influenced by the nature of the data available, and

for this reason is somewhat general.

It ia a limitation of the study that the extent of part

icipation of individual members in the program offered, has

not been enosn, While i t was possible t 0 indi cate that

approximately 209 boys par day came into the ag ency for

regular program, there was no way of knowing whether the

same boy was markad twice on thesame day.

Because the total reg1 stration at the end 0 f July, 1950,

after 16 months of agency operat10n, was so high, namely,

1,197 boys of all ages; it would have been desirable to have

established the extent of partic1pation of sample groups, in

different age classifications, for a given period of time at

least.

In fact, an attempt was made te do tb1 s wh1ch was not

feasible. This attempt Was based on the Daily Door Check.

Of course there ware no 1nd1vidual attendance records for the

various groups withln the program, nevartheless, it might have

bean established that a certain member was in the agency on

any given day; or his attendance throughout a period of time

might have been establi shed. Uaing the number system, a

group of those who attended Most fraquently might havebeen

determined. For example, a trial study was made using th1s

method. The attendance of 90 Junior members was studied for

the month of September, 1949.
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By the end of Septamber, 1949, there ware 922 boy mem

bers, of all agesj or 77.0 par cent of the total of 1,197

boys reglstered by the end of the tirst 16 months, were

already registered by the end of September, 1949. 1 ~le

Table l shows the growth of the total membersbip,., the growth

wi thin age classifications 1 s not ehown, The present pur-

pose would have required a further breakdown, snowing regis

tration by varlous dates accordlng to age grouplng. It is

- - - - - - - - - not- -known-how- -many -Junr-or s -ther e were by the en d of September,

1949.

Table XXIV,below, gives the attendance of 90 different

Junior members during the month of September, 1949. It shows

the number of periode during which the members were in the

agency for a possible total of 42 periods during September,

1949.

Table XXIV. The number of periods attended by
90 . Junior boys in September, 1949

Number of Periode A Number of Junior Boys Members
Number . Per Cen'€

Total

0- 9

10-19

90

51

23

100.0

25.6

_~~R-------------~O---------lla-----

30-39

lSupra, Table 1, p. 76.

6 6.6
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Tbus it was discovered that 51 Dt the 90 Junior boys

studied, or 56.7 per cent, came to the agency less tban 10

out ot a possible 42 times. They came morning, afternoon,

and until 8 o'clock in the evening, whenever the Club _aa

open. One hesitates ta draw conclusions trom this number

of Junior boys, during the month of September, 1949; however,

it doea indicate the possibility that attendance, tor some

at least, was not re~lar. Only 17.7 per cent attended 20

-- - - - - - -or-more-timesout-Ofapossiole 42 periods in September, 1949.

The periode referred to were 4 mornings, 25 atternoons, and

13 evemnga,

This method has been outlined here ta show a possLble

use of the Daily Door Check, and to indicate that this aspect

of study was considered. It was discarded, in the present

research undertakin&for various reasons.

While the numbers which had been assigned the various

members on regi stration were to be found on their Permanent

Membership Record Cards, the cards for the total membership

were filed alphabetically. There was no key to the numb ers

which had been assigned various members. This would h917e

had to have been made up for the total boy membership, even

before a sample group of cards of those who attended Most

frequently from each age division could have been chosen for

study. As it happened, for reasons not known, the numbers

- - - . ----al16tea -d~ fI'erentmemb er s were changed , Thus the number as

an index to a particular member, was essentially unreliable.

This reason was the real reason why this method was not used
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in the present study. Seasonal factors and the variat10n

in attendance from month to month would have to have been

considered in choosing the period of time to be studied.

AlI these things stood in the way of any attempt to use the

Dai1y Door Check for purposes other than that for whi ch i t

was designed. The question of the participation of boy

members in the program offered by the Rosemount Boys' Club

was not further explored.

It is the feeling of the writer that the program for

younger Junior members, particu1arly those who were 7 and 8

years of age, was weak. Cbildren under 9 yeer s 0 f age have

needs, which are related to their physical, mental, and

social development; and these differ from needs of children

roughly from 9 to 11 years of age. The int erest epan of

the smaller ones 1s shorter. They are often very impulsive.

Games of simple organization are suited to their play needs,

and free play is neeessary. Sometlmes these younger children

are overwhelmed if the group i s too large. They 0 ft en hav e

to be proteeted from themselves and others. There i s a great

need for individual attention from the worker. Many children

of thls age are extremely sensitive, and have needs for recog

nltion whieh ean be met through an individualized program

deslgned to meet their part1cular needs.

There ls no record of singing games, stories, dramatics

or dramatie games, or of simple crafts for thls age group in

the program at the Club. These actiVi ties are partieularly

important for the younger chi ldren. Boys aged 7 and 8 years
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compri sad 12.6 per cent of the total membership of the Rose

mount Boys' Club, between Aprll, 1949, and Ju1y, 1950.

For those Juniors between the ages of 9 and 11 years,

the program offered had certain strengths. There was oppor

tunity for active games in the gymnasiumi table games in the

games roomi crafts in the craft shop; and there were movies

and other exci ting events offered as part of fue program.

For those who were Wolf Cubs, undoubtedly there 'Iras a begin

ning club type of experience. These 9, 10 and 11 year olds

made up 29.4 per cent of the total membership during the

period studied.

In the program offered Intermediate and Senior members,

it is the feeling of the writer that there were certain

strengths, and certain weeknesses. The pro gram offered in

the craft shop was in keeping with their needs. An oppor

tun! ty was provided them to acquire real skill in crafts.

For the program of sports and athletics, it would appear

as tbough spectators by far outnumbered participants. For

those who took part, the pro gram of sports undoubtedly satis

lied certain of thelr needs, but the value for spectators of

the same age ls questionable. It ls good for Club m"E" :J1Jers

to support their frlends and the Club, but their participation

in program should not be restricted to Just watchlng. There

was the games room pro gram for them wht ch was undoubteClly an

important and in many ways a valuable experience.

There is little reference to club type of experience.

In the opinion of the writer, this type of group provides a



- 186 -

very important exper1ence in democratic living tor cb11dren

anywhere trom the age ot ten up. Intermed1ate and Senior

members would have beneti tted particularly trom th! s type ot

experience, had it been provided tor them in the "total

agency pro gram".

The tollowing statement indicates an important consid-

eration:

Contlicts are everyday occurancee_in_every_ gr~up _
- - - - - - - - - - - ---They-ar e- easentl-al-t-o-tlie group'-s experience and

their solution i s just as essenti al toi ts sur
vival. If the values and norms ot behavlour ot
the members are too divergent, the group will
disintegrate, becauae the solution of contlict
ie too ditficult. A collection of Indlvlduals
which has not developed the character1stics ot a
group 18 not capable of handling confllct. l

There was evldence of conflict in the charged and dynamic

atmosphere wh1ch was characterletlc of the evening program.

The memberabip study has revealed certaln cultural elements

ln the backgrounds ot members, and in the1r family backgrounds,

which were undoubtedly manifest on the leve1 of agency frogram.

The membership, taken as a whole, was essentially a large~

heterogeneous group of boys, who lived in a community which

was somewhat dlsorganlzed. Therefore, i t would Bearn to the

writer that careful thought and conslderation might have been

given to the establishment of club type of program for Inter

Mediate and Senior Olub members.

in the use of agency facilities and program.

lWilson and Ryland, Op. Cit., p. 55.

It is the
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opinion of the writer that the program did,to a degree, tend

to become fixed and institutionalized. For sorne it was

possible to provide a satisfactory experience. For others

it was note Attendance was somewhat irregular in Many cases.

The "total program" did not really serve the entire boy mem

bership of the Rosemount Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and

July, 1950, The extent to which sorne members were able to

use the group for personal, and social, development was

narrow.

Wb1.le limitations of staff sOOwed up particularly in the

use that was made of the Senior games room, and the club

r-oom, both on the second tloor; tbi s llmi tatlon also sbewed

up in the type ot service rendered elsewhere in the building.

In the opinion o f' the writer, the Interpretation 0 f the "open

door" policy was partly at tault. Most definitely there was

a settling process going on among the members. Sorne came to

see what i t was all about. Those who were not successful in

findlng a place for themselves undoubtedly departed, or came

b ack to break windows and make trouble. Sorne felt very muoh

a part ot the larger whole, others felt they were outsiders.

For example, one group 0 r boys nad a plan whl. ch could not be

considered socially acceptable. This was a natural group.

Very evidently they had a purpose and that was a destructive

one. In a discussion among themselves they concelved a plan.

Thelr plan was to cause aB much trouble as possible. Quite

by accident, it was revealed to a person close to agency

administration, that these boys had devised a money raising
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They thought that if they made themselves suff'l-

ciently undesirable, they m1ght induce staff members to pay

them to be "good". D1sciplinary measures had to be employed

more often than should have been necessary, and there was not

the staff time to look at the needs of groups alch as the

Many spectators. Boys who were destructive occupied a large

amount of staff time. In spite of t hi s the program did Bur-

vive, and mueh good work was done under difficult circum-

stances. Club leadersbi p did try, in keeping with agency

purpose, to understand the problems and needs of the boys,

and their time was devoted to solving these problems and

meeting these needs, to the extent which thls was possible,

under the circumstanoes.

Section B. The pro~ram for Girl Members of the
Rosemount BOiS club between september,

19 9, and May, 1950

The Rosemount Boys' Club had been in operation five

months, when a program for girls was set up , This came

about as a result of the insistence of the Oounc â L 0 f Social

Agencies, and the Welfare Federation, that sorne attention be

given the girls of the area. A part ..time worker was empIoyed

to take charge of this program.

Strictly speaking the pro gram offered boys, and the pro

gram offered girls, by the Rosemount Boys' Club sbould be con-

sidered as a whole. The two programs were interrelated and

basic concepts apply to both. However, they were orgml1zed

as separate units. There were variables in tœ nature, con-
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tant, and extent of the two programs arising from limitations

and needs. It ia significant that five months had passed,

durlng whi ch t ime the enti re building was devo ted to pro gram

for boys, before the girls' pro gram was inaugurated. Tbus

in one case we are discussing a program of .1Iixteen monthe

duration, wh1le for the girls, the program uDier s tudy lasted

nine morrtns ,

There were differences in agency pollcy with respect to

the two programs. The broad general purpose of the agency

was the sarne for each, namely, to serve the needs of tbe mem

bers. The initial problem of pollcy was at the point of

lntake. It was evldent that the program for girls could not

hope to serve aIl the girls ln Rosemount by any means, due to

severe limi tatlons. The use of agency faci11 t1 es, and the

number of girls reglstered, had to be caretully worked out.

The use of agency facili ties ava1lable to girls had t 0 be

restr1cted to specifie days and bourse

It ls of interest that when the planning of girls' pro

gram first took place, the administration of the Rosemount

Boys' Club was conv1nced that girls' program should b e held

on the second floor of the building in the afternoon only.

Th! s plan might have been followed but for two reasons.

These were that the part-time worker could not come every

afternoon. Secondly, it was apparent that certain girls

came to stand around outside the building each evening. The

agency was anxious that these girls should be served. It

was apparent that they would cont1nue to stand around outs1de
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the Club in the evening if there were no program for them"

because th! B was in line wi th thelr needs and interests.

When the question came up about what parts of the build.

ing would be used for girls' program, there was another prob

lem in the area of pollcy. The Club Room and the Senior

Games Reom were suitable for certain types of program, while

not sul table for ether types of program. It was the feeling

of the administration that any form of large or immovable

equipment was out of the question. The budget did not pro

vide for any expendlture over and above the cost of the

worker's time. In addition, it was essential that any

equf.pmerrt would have to be movable and of a vari ety that

could be stored in a small cupboard when not 1 n use. For

example, table games _ere considered a reasonSble purchase"

while any equlpment for doll play was not thougbt to be

wlthin the llll"its of agency budget.

The girls were not to be permltted the use of the craft

sno p, and agarn the question of money for supplies was rai sed ,

It became apparent that lt would not be wise to venture on

any acheme of startlng a craft program that would not be

largely self supporting. Time was short, and girls were

appesring on the scene to inqulre about program posslbilitles.

There were quite a number of 9, 10 and Il year aIda who .are

asklng for an actlve after-scheol program. Thus i t was

decided that the girls be granted use of the gymnasium one

afternoon a week, which waa the only room suitable for an

active program for a large group of 9-11 year olda.
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The administration felt that it was essentia1ly desirable

that the paths of the boys and girls shou1d not cross except

at the front door and in the lobby. Girls were not permitted

the use of the games room on the ground floor, and their pres

ence in the building meant that they had to be supervised from

the moment they came in, until the moment they left the build

ing. For thi s reason the policy was to have only 0 ne group

in the building at one time. When there was a volunteer

leader to take a group, a second group could meet at the same

time. For the most part, activities for girls did not over

lape

Tbus it came about that the program groups had a def

inite enro11ment. Each girl member was enrolled in a

definite activ1ty group. The "open door fl policy did not

apply to the girls. Girls had the status of associate mem

bers. They registered with the understanding tbat they

could on1y come at certain times. The genera1 policy of

the agency w1th respect to the program for girls was that the

agency had undertaken to give service to girls within limits

that were clearly understood by the agency, the worker, end

the girls themse1ves. Within these limits it was possible

to establish a program which, whi1e different from the pro

gram for boys in many respecta, was in keeping with age.ncy

policy on the one hand, and the needs of those girls regis

tered on the other hand.
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Careful records of the program for girls were kept. l

Theae included individual attendance records for all activity

groups, and process reports. In this way the experience of

each girl in the agency was known. Indivi dual a ttendanc e was

studied. No girl was la st in the program, and e ach was

accorded individual attention. It was possible to meet with

varloua members individually from time to time to diseuse

thelr participation, needs, and interests.

In Chapter III, Section A, i t was establi àled that ln

the first 16 months, the agency reached 21.7 per cent of all

boys in Rosemount of corresponding age, based on a comparison

between the total boy membership, ard fi gures taken from the

1941 Census. By contrast, it was established that only 2.4

per cent of the total girl population of Rosemount, in 1941,

within the corresponding age range, was served by the Rose

Mount Boys' Club, during the nine month period sbud t ed , This

ls important because it should not be thought that the program

offered girls by the Rosemount Boys' Club, between September,

1949, and May, 1950, was in any way the snswer to the needs

of the Rosemount area for a recreational pro grem for girls.

A small number of girls, who lived in Rosemount, were enabled

to participate in a variety of program activities, for a

period of nine months out of the first sixteen months of

agency operation, wi thin the setting 0 f th. e Ro semount Boys'

lRosemount Boys' Club, Records of the Program Offered
for 136 Girls Bet.een September, 1949, ana-gay,-r950 (Unpub
lisfied) •
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Club. The content of this program will be dlscussed in some

detail because much was learned during this periode The

study rather underlines the need far facilities and leader

ship for an adequate recreational program wht ch would meet

the needs of girls living in Rosemount. It i s hoped that

the following presentation will sh?w bow appreciative the

girls were of the opportunlty given them, how they responded

to the efforts of those who had their interest at heart, how.

they were able to accept their position of associate members

with good grace, and how they tried ta adjust their own needs

to the need of other members and groups in a co-oparative

manner. The girls took pride in the fact that they were the

first, and never gave up the hope that, one day, they would

have a club of their own, A club in which more girls would

be given an opportunity to have the same experience which had

been provided for them. It is hoped that the materlal here

presented will help to pave the way for further consideration

of the needs of the girls of Rosemount for an adequate pro

gram of leisure-time activities.

If it were thought advisable to make a comparlson between

the two programs offered by the Rosemount Boys' Club during

the period upon which the present research undertaking 18

ba8ed, the comparison would be difficult. Any attempt to do

this falls down in certain important respects. Apart from

the content of ei ther program, i t rnight be said that in terms

of numbers served, the program offered boys came very much

closer to serving the needs of Rosemount area for a l eisure-
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time program for boys, than the program offered girls came

to servlng the needs of Rosemount area for a siml1ar pro

gram for girls. It ia evident that this difference was

inherent ln the pollcy of the Rosemount Boyst Club with

respect to the two programs. Strlctly speaking, it ls only

possible te evaluate a program in the cont ext of the aims

and objectives set out, at the onaet, in the form of agency

policy. A fundamental principle of group work ia that pro

gram planning and operation must be within the limits of

agency policy. The group worker worka l'li thin the limi ta of

agency policy.

For example, it has been established that there wer.

8.8 times as Many boy members as girl members, or girls made

up 10.2 per cent of the total membersb1.p of the Rosemount

Boys' Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950. The

average daily attendance figure for boy members for the

first 21 months of Roaemount Boys' Club operation, or until

December, 1960, l'las 209 boys a day. The average daily

attendance figure for girl members for the nïn e month period,

between september, 1949, and May, 1950, was 10 girls a d~.

From the latter it would appear that there l'lere about 20

tlmes as Many boys as girls in the agency per day.

During the Dine month perlod studied, exclusive of

Friday night movies and other special act1vities in which

girls were 1ncluded, nine different acti V1 ti es l'lere 0 rganized.

The nï.n e groups varied. bath in size and in ktnd , The range

in the number of girls registered in any one of the various
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groups was from 3 to 43 girls registered. The average group

enrollment was 21.1 girls. The age range of membars# all of

whom were enrolled in groups, was from 7 to 16 yes:r s. Further,

sorne of the groups met throughout a longer period than others.

The range in the number of perlods held by any one grou p was

from 9 to 29 meetings, during the entire period studied. The

average number of meetings held was 19.8 meetings. Even

though there was a differenee in the life span of the various

groups, they met for the mo st part once a week. There was

an average of about 5 group meetings a week in the agency,

over a 34 week period, whieh ineludes all groups. During

the period studied, there were 178 group meetings in all.

The range of attendance at meetings was from 3 to 32 glrls#

whieh corresponded roughly to the number of registrants.

Over-all attendance at meetings was Il.8 girls. Alttough

there ware 136 @lr.l members, the indivldual attendenc e records

of the various groups showed an enrollment, in all aetivities,

of 190 girls. Since eaeh member was enrolled in at least

one actlvity group, it may be seen that 54 girls were enrolled

in two different actlvlties. Each member was given the

opportunlty to participate in one, but not ln more than two

groups, throughout the nine month perlod durlng wblch the

program was offered.

There were no lndlvidual at tendenc e records kept for

the boys' pro gram. Agency records for the boys' program

dld not permi t study of the experlences of indlvidual boys,

or groups of boys, w1tbin the setting of the Rosemount Boys'
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Club, between April, 1949, and July, 1950, except in the

general wayalready presented in Section A of this chapter.

The significant difference "lias that boy members were free

to determine the extent of their own participation within

a much broader frame. They came more often having been

permitted more extensive use of agency facilities. Ther8

is no way of knowing how,and ta "Ilhat extent U:e needs of

individual members were met. For this reason it is not

possible to draw turther comparison between the program

offered boys and that offered girls. The focus of Section

B of Chapter V ia on the content of the programwhich "lias

offered girls. Because records were keptfor groups, it

is not necessary to rely on over-all statistical figures to

give the picture. Both the extent of participation, and

the nature of the experiences af1'orded the various individuals

and groups of members are known and are here presented.

In all there were 136 girls registered, ranging in age

from 7 to16 years. Junior girls, ages 7 to 11 years, com-

prised 52.2 per cent of the total girl membersht. p, between

September, 1949, and May, 1950. This fi~re May be frirther

broken down toshow that 18.4 per cent of the total girl mem

bership were 7 and 8 years of age, while 33.8 per cent 0 l'

the total girl membership were 9 to 11 years of age.

The Intermedi ate girl membership, ages 12 to 14 years,

"lias 33.8 per cent of the total, and the proportion of Senior

members among the girls, or those girls 15 years of age and

older, "lias .14 . 0 par cent of the total. The growth of the
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membership was shawn ln Table 1. 1

Program for girls was carried on in the agency on Tues

day afternoon and evenlng; Wednesday afternoon, and on through

the supper period until 7 o'c10ckj Thursday even1ngj Friday

afternoon and evenlng; and on Saturday morning.

Table XXV gives the nine activities that were organized

as well as pertinent information about each such as: the age

range of members in the various groups; the number enrol1ed

in eachj the number of meetings held by each group, between

September, 1949, and May, 1950j and the total attendanc e ot

members at group meetings during the enti re perio d of tl me.

Table XXV. Activlty groups in the program for girls
at the Rosemount Boys' Club, between Sept

ember, 1949, and May, 1950

-----_._-------------------------
Name of Group Age in Numb er Numb er of To ta!

Years Enr::>lled meetings Attendance

Total

Clubs:
Little Queen's Club
Sports Club
Senior Girls' Club

~ Groups:
he Play Group"

The Games Group 0 0

The Intermedlate
Gamea Period

7-16

11-14
14-16
15-16

7- 9
9-12

11-13

190

59
m
20
11

86
W
43
16

178 2,103

72 818
-mJ 4U9"
28 323
15 86

59 881
"FJ7 ~
23 449

9 86

Interest Grouïs:
Tap and Bal et
Leather Craft
Basketba11

1Supra, p. 76.

8-12
13-16
14-16

46
n
. 3
23

47
'rn
19
16

404
R7

54
183
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Seven volunteers helped out with this program. It was

the policy of the agency to encourage volunteers. In tact

the program was organized with a view to the future. It was

for thi s reason that girls were registered from all ag e

groups, instead of from one age group. The long range plan

was to grow out of the experience gained from this Il exp er i 

mental" period in which numbers were kept small, but still

were representative of the younger segment of the girl popu-

lation of Rosemount. The girl membership was a cross-section

of Rosemount within the age range with which Boys' Clubs

usually do their Most sign1ficant piece of work.

Four of the volunteers were students. Two volunteers,

who were placed in charge of Basketball, were drawn from the

McGill School of Physical Education. A student from the

McGill School of Social Work worked with the Little Queen's

Club during November and December, 1949. A senior high

scheol student, who was herselt a Club member, was given

responsibility for the Intermediate games periode Three

ladies who lived in Rosemount volunteered their services to

the Rosemount Boys' Club. Two were mothers of Club members,

and one was a skilled leather craft lnstructor. One mother

was a dancer and was particularly anxious to teach tap end

ballet dancing. Her busband was active as a volunteer in

the boys' athletic program. It was she who was placed in

complete charge of the Tap and Ballet group. The second

mother was enthuslastic but had not had experience. She

as sl sted the part-time worker wi th the "Play Group". Un-
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fortunately her daughter was taken 111, and the mother had

to drop out after a short time. She was not gi ven complete

responsibillty for a group. Finally, the leather craft

instructor was a "p aï.d" worker who held a class in which
". .-

three girls and three boys were enrolled. These were the

volunteers who helped with the program for girls.

The v.arious activities which Were organtzed for girls

at the Rosemount Boys' Club, between September, 1949, and

May, 1950, will be discussed under the following headings;

1. IIThe Play Group"; 2. Tap and Ballet; 3. "The Games

Groupll; 4. The Little Queen's Club; 5. The Intermediate
..

Games Period; 6. The Sports Club; 7. Basketball; 8. Leather

Oraft; 9. "The Senior Girls' Club ll; 10. The Teen Club Con-
-.

terence, April, 1950.

1. The "Play Group"

The majority of children enrolled in this activity ware

drawn from the 3rd grade. There were 27 girls in aIl, and

the group met 27 times. The average attendance was 13 girl s.

While 17 girls ware in the 3rd' grade, 8 were in 2nd grade,

and 2 were in 4th grade inschool. The majority, or 22 girls.

were 8 years of age. There were 4 who were 7 years 0 Id, and

one girl was 9 years of age.

Very few girls of this age came to the a gency of thelr

own accord. The group was formed for the b enefi t of ei. ght

who dâ d , The program was announced to 3rd grade at Drummond

School and the number enrolled IncrE!ased gradually. By Oct

ober, 1949, there were 19 members, and registratlon was not
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closed until March, 1950, when the number enrolled s tood at

27 girls.

For reasons prevlously stated, it was not possible to

equip a Doll Town for these younger members. The group met

in the Senior games room for the most part on Wednesday

afternoon. Originally the meeting was an beur in length,

however, this was extended to an beur and a half, from 3.30

to 5 0 'clock, so that the children who got 0 ut of school at

3 o'clock could come directly from school, and those who got

out at 4 0' clock could still participat e in the pro gram of

the agency.

This group should have had sorne activlty such as free

play, but the room was completely bare and there was no

equipment for doll play and such. At first the group was

very excitable and it was difficult to avoid periods of dis

organization. -Tbi s was largely due to the need for f ree

play, and game~ of low organizatian were used in wbich there

was an opportunity for each ta express herself and gain

individual attention from the worker. The activities con

sisted of singing games, games with a dramatic element,

stories, simple folk dances, table games and card g ames,

games with an intellectual content, games requiring various

types of bodi~y skill and social organizatlon, in addition to

those more hi~hly competi ti ve in nature. By the end of the

nine month period the group was able to organlze, for short

periods, lnto sides and was able to achieve the type of

social relations describ ed as "continuous co-operative int er'-



- 201 -

action in temporarily organized group units".l The "Play

Groupll met under the leadership of the part-time wo rker who

was assisted by the volunteer for a m~nth or two.

2. Tap and Ballet

Again the majority of children enrolled were drawn from

the third grade. There were 19 in all, and the group met

12 times. The average attendance was 14. Wbile 11 girls

were in 3rd grade, l was in 2nd, 2 were in 4th grade, 2 were

in 5th, and 3 were in 6th grade in, s choo L, The maj')ri ty,

or 13 girls, were 8 years 0f age. There was one who was 9

years 01d, one was 10 years of age, 3 were 11 years 01d, and

one was 12 years of age.

Many of the participants were drawn frrnr. the "play group".

The activity was very popular and there was a great demand to

take part. Occasional1y spectators were a11owed. ~his group

started in February, 1950. It met on Saturday morning at

first, however, it was decided ta have two meetings a week

during March ~o the group met Tuesday afternoon as welle The

group gave a l1ttle c~ncert durlng Boys' Club Week in March,

1950. A volunteer had charge of the activity. Unf')rtunately,

she was forced ta drop out for hea1th reasons, and the group

was discontinued. The girls were very disappointed.

3. The "Games Gr0up"

Many of the girls enrol1ed in this activity were in

l See Appendix, p. 264.
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grade 5 at scboof, , There were 43 in all, am the group met

23 times. The average attendance was 20 girls. While 20

girls were in grade 5, one was Ln 3rd grade, 8 were in 4th

grade, Il were in 6th grade, and 3 were in 7th grade in

· s chool . The majoritywere 10 and Il yea:rsof age, 19 were

10 years old and 16 were Il years of age. In additian 6

were 9 years old, and 2 were, 12 yeer s of ag e.

Girls of this age were walting on the door-step as soon

as word got around that there would be a pro gram for girls

at the Rosemount Boys' Club. There were so many who came

to inqulre, that each was interviewed and they were aIl put

on a wai ting li st. It was clear that the gymnasium was the

best room in the building for the type of program that these

girls wanted. Since staff time was lirni ted, the aim lias to

accommodate as Many as possible. The plan was to start with

aIl of them in one group, until such time as their individual

and group needs were revealed ta the worker. There was no

evidence of a natural group of any significant sise. Thus

a group was formed wbi ch met in the gymnasium, . on Friday

afternoon, from 4 to 5 o'clock.

This group was, at first, extraordinarily quiet, polite,

end weIl behaved. None of them ·ran around the gymnasium.

They did not seem to know how t o play together. They must

have felt rather strange at first. It ' was Most unfortunate

that there were not another two afternoons a week for tbl. s

group of girls. Members would have benefltted from a craft

or :small club program, nad the re been stafftime for thi s.
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Space in the building could have been used, but there were

not enough volunteers to serve these girls. However, the

one program a week did help to meet their needs, and their

needs were very apparent, but there were not the resources

to meet this need. The time of meeting was extended a

half hour, so that the group was held from 3.30-5.00 o'clock.

In spite of the fact that sorne dropped out, the group

remained large. Had there been other opportuni ties for

them, i t i s certain that mo st would have stayed, and many

more would have been regi stered. Girls of tbt sage had to

be turned away. There were still 40 names on a wai ting

list, whom the agency could not undertake to serve.

The program of activities consisted mainlY ,of games.

These were very carefully chosen, and every opportunity to

serve the needs of individuals and groups was seized. For

example, one garne called Beat Your Neighbour was a very

important tool in bringing about a release of tension. Thi s

is a garne that calls for an agressive attitude on the part

of players. It was rnost interesting to watch the reaction

to this garne. It was played from time to time, and was a

favourite, because there was real value in tbis game for the

group. Many other games were played and i t was satisfylng

to note that the girls really learned howto play. Certainly

the group provided a meaningfUl experience for the majority.

The worker inquired about persons who had dropped out and

was told, "She's not coming back. She says she doesn't l~e

the Club. l don't know how she can say that. l just love
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coming to the Club!" Whenever opportunity arose for group

discussion it was encouraged. At times membere had a very

good group discussion, so the program was not all on the

unverbalized level. Many of the members were ready for an

initial club type of group. It was felt fuat some of the

shy girlswould enjoy a craft program suited ta their needs.

The part-time worker had charge of this activity.

4. The Little QueenIe Club

The majority of girls enrolled in thts group ,wer e in

7th grade. There were 28 in aâ.L, and the group met 29

times. The average attendance was 14 girls. Wbile 18

girls were in 7th grade, 3 were in 5th grade, 6 were in 6th

grade, and one was in 8th grade in school. The majorlty,

or 20 girls, were 12 years of age. There wae one who was

11 years old, 6 were 13 years of age, and one was 14 years

old.

The ini ti al attempt was to find a natur al group 0 f

gi rls th! sage to bring into the prog rem of the a gency.

There were several reasone for this. One was the likeliho9d

of the av ed Lao Le room being small. Another of course was

the belief that clubs provide a very important experience in

democratic living for girls of tb1 s age. A thtrd reason

was that staff time was so limi ted that there h ad to be a

choice between cra1'ts and a club. It was decided that i t

would be better to start with the club, end incorporate the

crafts in the p ro geamj rather than start with a special

interest group. The latter approach might have woIiked
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very Wel·l. Since i t was not cho e en, there is no way of

knowing. It c anno t be stated that a real "natural group"
- -

was found. There was not much opportunity to get to know

the girls in the neighbourhood before initiating the program.

The old saylng, act in haste and repent at lei sure, might be

applied to the experlence of the agency wi th this group.

There ls no doubt that this was a Most dift'lcult group. The

story of the Little ~ueen's Club is very interesting because

of the individual and group problems which emerged and were

worked through witbin the framework of this club experience.

The experience of this group, with the workers, withln

the setting of the Rosemount Boys' Cl~, seems te illustrate

a well known fact. Work wi th small groups, u sing the group

work method, c an have far reaching implications; it can be

truly educational. Persons c an be enabLed to mee t with

si tuations and handle their emotional prob lem s. In short,

group experience can serve both to prevent destructive

tendencies, and to enrich young lives of thoae who are cona-

tantly called 'u pon to perform their developmental tasks in

keeping wlth what ia expected of them in our society.

The Little Queen's Club met on Thursday evening from

September, 1949, to the end of February, 1950, in the r.Ltle

range. By the end of February, 1950, the night was changed

to Tuesday and the group met, from then on, in the Club Room.

The rifle range was highly unsuitable as a meeting place,

however, there was no alternative. The gLrls insisted that

they meet in the evening, and there was no other place to
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put them. The chief limitation of the rifle range was the

fact that there was very little air. It was in the base

ment near the furnace, and there were no window s. There

was a smallfan. Noise reverberated around the cement walls.

The ceiling was low, and the range long and narrow. It was

not a suitable meeting place for the group.

When the group was formed, there were a nunb er of 11

year old girls who were not permitted to join. They were

very disappolnted as a number of their friends were in the

Li ttle Queen' s Club. The policy of the agency was that 11

year olds had to be out of the building by 8 o'clock. It

was fel t wise to make the rules, which applied to the boys,

applicable to the girls as well, in order to eliminate any

bad feeling which might otherwise have arisen between the

two.

The club started wi th 8 gi rIs in September, 1 ~4~. Three

dropped out, due to the fact that they were 11 years of age,

and 8 more were added. The number enrolled in September,

1~49, stood st 13. In October, 194~, eleven girls joined

the Little Queen's Club. The worker then permitted one more

girl to join the group as she was a friend oftwo members.

Later in March, 1950, three girls were enrol1ed.Two of

these were 11 year olds, turned 12 years by that time, and

the third was brought into the club at the request of the

executive director. This was rough1y the manner in which

the group was formed. By March, 1950, the number who nad

b een enrolled stood st 28, end no other members ware taken

in.
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At tirst the program consisted of active games, quiet

games, and simple folk dances, in addition to a short meet

ing wbi ch was held each week to discuss membersbi p, program

ideas, experiences of various members, and so on. Gradually

the discussion period became longer and everyone talked at

once, aIl asking questions and making suggestions. Soc1o

drama, and story play were introduced, and the group decided,

in ~ovember, 1949, that they would like to put on a play.

It was about this time that the group leader was cbanged.

A student from the McGill Scheol of Social Work becamethe

worker in charge of the group, and the part-time worker wi th

drew. For about three weeks, things went along very smoothly.

The group became accustomed to the change. They had post

poned any idea of putting on a play. They had their meetings,

and played games which they all enjoyed very much, They were

very busy planning a Chri stmas party. Meanwhile, they had

decided to have a treasury, had elected a treaw rer, and had

set the fees at 5 cents each a week.

However, although the group had seemed to be getting

along very well, there was rather a criais in group relatlon

ships which came to a climax in December, 1949, and had to be

worked through very carefully. Sub-groups emerged around

certain individuals as the group was going through tb1s

period of disorganizatlon. Insults were hurled back and

forth. Members ran out of the room on various occasions.

Excitement rose to a high pitch. At least one of the mothers

became involved in the controversy. The insults centred
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around school sand cburches wi th which members were arfili ated.

The mother of one of the girl s came to tbeagency the ni ght

that the quarrel started, having been called upo n by one of

her daughter's friends. She had left her iroDing to come

when the daughter's representatlves had summoned ber. The

mother explained to tbe members of the Litte Queen' s Club 1

who were outside the agency by this time, that she had had

similar experiences in her childhood, and th~ they were not

fit for her daughter to associate with. She referred to one

member as a "riuge brute". And 50 the story went along out-
- -

side the Rosemount Boys' Club during the interval between

meetings Inside the agency.

One member of the Little Queen's club had been under

observation for several weeks and 1t became clear tra t the

child needed special help. A process report describes thé

gi rI as looking "very odd and wi thdrawn" • The c a se was

cleared through the Montr·eal Council of Social Agencles,

Soci al Service Index and there was a c on.rer enc e around the

case in January, 1950. Th! s was called as many agenci es

were concerned about the girl'e family. There were repre-

sentatives of seven different agencies at the meeting, which

was heldat the Family Welfare Association. It was then

clear that the behavlour of the girl nad to do with Many

things, and the fact of the conference made it possible to

approach the problem with better understanding.

continued as a member of the Little ~ueen's Club.

The girl

The Chri stmas party was a great succ eas , The group
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rose to the occasion. After Christmas the student from the

McGill Scheol of Social Work was forced to wi thdraw, for

health reasons, and the part-time worker again became the

worker in charge of the group. A name was chosen for the

club and from then on it wal known as the Little Queents

Club, which was the name the girls had chosen. The group

added singing to the list of activities. There was a long

discussion about everything that h ad happened during the

year, and with the help of the worker, the girls decided

they would forget the past and turn over a new leaf. One

girl volunteered to bring her portable gramaphone to meetings

and social dancing was enj oyed by aIl. Those who were more

skilled at social dancing helped the rest along. The worker

felt that the group had become a club in fact as weIl as in

neme. A skating party was held at a neighbourhood rink, in

February, 1950.

In February, the night was changed from Thursday to

Tuesday evening, in order that the group could meet in the

Club Room, on the second floor. This was a disappointment

to sorne who had Girl Guides that evening, but the Club Room

was available ta them that night, and it was far more satis

factory in Many ways than the rifle range. The gi rû s became

qui te good square dancers, and there was a ping p ong table in

the Club Room whi ch they enjoyed. There were still problems

as the boys could not refrain from making their presence in

the hall, and on the roof, known.

The Iast project which was undertaken was a party to
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which boys were Lnvt t ed , Planning for this took qui te a

long time and was a good experlence for the group. Paper

craft was ini tiated and the girls worked hard on party decor

ations. Fourteen girls and 12 boys met together for a party

ln May, 1950. All were well behaved and the party went very

well lndeed.

In conclusion i t may be stated that the majorl ty of

these girls benefitted from their experience in the Little

Queen's Club. The girl whose mother came to defend her

against her fellow club members, did not return to the agency

after December, 1949. Since Many of the girls were her

school-mates i t was unfortunate that she did not return. She

would have benefi tted from learning how to bandle herself in

relation to her peers, with the help of the worker.

The group was not an easy group to work with. There was

a major criais which caused a good deal of excitement before

Christmastime. While this might perhaps have b een avoidable ..

i t was learned that there were a number 0 f very di stu rbed

children in the group. Knowledge gained through this exper

ience enabled the worker to understand the group better, and

help them solve their problems. There were several times

when the group regressed and none of these ended in the sarne

way as the first, because the personality of the group was

known, and steps were taken to help them through these bad

times. Even though the group was able to functio n very weIl

at times, itwas essentlally an unstable group. A club ls

really a long-term lntegrated group unit. The experience of
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the Little Queen's Club was an experience in democratlc llv-

ing for the members. In dlscussing therapeutic group work

with children, Gisela Kinopka states: "The group workEn:' ha s

three main booâ a in bis work. These tools are the worker's

own persona1ity, the group relations and an informa1 recrea

tiona! program. ,,1 These words apply in the case of the

Little Queen's Club. In a sense, the work done with these

girls was group therapy. Whether or not this deflnitlon

applles technlca11y ls questionab1e, however, it may be stated

that the experience had a therapeutic effect on quite a number

of members whose needs were under et ood ,

5. The Intermedlate Games Period

With the exception of one, the girls enrolled in this

activlty were in 6th and 7th grade in scheol. There were

16 in all, and the group met 9 times. The average atten-

dance was 7. There was one girl in 5th grade, 7 girls in

6th grade, and 8 girls were in 7th grade 1 n scnooL, The

majority, or Il girls, were 12 years of age. There were

4 who were 11 years o1d, and 1 girl was 13 years 0 f age.

Because of the time schedule of the student, from the

McGill School of Physica1 Educatlon, who was in charge of

the second basketba11 session, from January, 1950 on; the

tlme of basketba11 was changed from 4-5 o'c10ck, to 4.30-

5.30 0'c10ck, on Wednesday afternoon. Thu s it was that

1Glsela Konopka, Therapeutic Group Work With Children
(Minneapolis, . 1949). ---
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there was a peried on the gymnaslurn, free te girls, tram

"- - -

3.30-4.30 p.rn. on Wednesday afternoon. Meanwhlle the girls

in the Little Queen' s Club had asked repeatedly for an owor-

tunity to play games in the gymnasium. It had not been po s-

sible to allow them te join the "Games Group" becau se that
-

group was already very large and the discrepancy in age would

have been too great. The Interrnediates loved active games

and they asked each time they met the worker for thi s tlme to

play in the gymnasium. Final1y i t was agreed that a Senior

girl, who was a member of the Rosemeunt Boys' Club, should be

placed in charge of an heur period on the gymnasium. Thus

it was that the activity became known as the Interm.edlate

Games Perlod, which was held 9 times, from March to May, 1950,

on Wednesday afternoon, from 3.30-4.30, before the basketball

session.

6. The Sports Club

The majority of girls in this group were drawn from 9th

grade in echool., There were 20 in all, and the groo. p met

28 times. The average attendance at me etings was 12. Wh11e

11 glrls were lh 9th grade, one was in 7th grade, 3 were in

8th grade, one was in 10th grade, and 4 girls were not in

schooL, The majority, or 13 girls, were 14 years of age.

There were 5 who were 15 years oLd , and 2 girls were 16 yesrs

of age. In addition to those enrolled, there were about 10

girls who were not members of the Rosemount Boys' Club but

who appeared from time to ti~e to visite

This was a natural group in the true sense of tbe word.
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The worker knew of the existence of this group before she came

ta the agency. It had been explained, by the executive direc

tor, that there was a group of girls who hung around the Club

almost every ni ght of the week, and the agency wished ta sePve

tbese girls in the program that was to be set up for girls.

While it is not known exactly how Many of the girls were known

to the Social Welfare Court, certain of the members has appeared

before tne Court. This natural group of girls had established

a. relationship with a group of boys about whom the agency was

much concerned. Each gang of boys ha.d a name and i t i s thought

that the name of the boys' gang , in which t h e s e girls were Most

interested, was the Dukas. The girls liked to refer totheir

own group as the eleventh avenue gang. Theae names are a

li ttle confusing as there was also an "eleventh avenue gang"

of bo y s, as weIl as a "twelfth avenue gang" of boys. At any

rate, these girls were in some way assocl ated with other

natural groups, of whose existence the agency was aware.

The first time the worker met with the group was in Sep

tember, 1949, one afternoon after school. The meeting was not

prearranged, except that the executive director had told them

a'l L to come and see the girls' worker. Sixteen of the gi rIs

had banded togetner and chosen this tlme to introduce them

selves. On this occasion the girls were on their best bebav

iour. They made their way upstairs to the Club Room, and

seated themselves in an orderly r ashi on , around the long tablé.

They said little except to express their interest in basket

baIl. As the meeting broke up, the worker reflected aloud

that it was unusual to find a group so interested in basket-
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ball to the exclusion of everytbing el se, stating that very

often girls were also interested in boys, parties and other

activities. They all laughed and departed in a relaxed and

happy frame of mind.

Since the group had elected a representative with respect

to basketball, arrangements were made for tbem to participate

in thi s activi ty, and tbi s girl was included in the planning.

The experience of the basketball will be di scussed at a later

time. The need for the group to discuss the basketball was

the activity around which the second meeting was planned.

~his second meeting took the form of a cocoa party at which

the girls were the guests of the agency.

After the question of basketball had been settled, the

group ventured to explore the possibilities in terms of teen

age danc e s , There was no teen canteen at the t ime in the

"total pr-ogr-am" of the agency , Sorne in! tial work had been

done with boys and girls of this age, in that a couple of

Saturday nlght dances had been held under the al spices of the

Rosemount Boys' Club and were known as the Leader's Corps

Daric es , The girls knew about these, and were inquirlng

whether they would be permi tted to attend the se dam es when

held. It was explained to the girls that the Leader's Corps

would be having dances and that their Club merri> ersbi p would

entitle them to come. As the boys were permitted to bring

friends, it was explained that the girls would, in aIl prob

ability, be allowed to do the sarne, although the policy on

this had not yet been decided as they were about the only
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group of girls eligible and interested in attending.

The th1rd topic of conversation was about gir 18 using

the games room on the groo.nd floor. As th1 s was against

agency policy, the question was discussed from t he point of

view of the way the boys would feel if their request were

granted. The girls gave the worker an amazing description

of how the boys were reacting to the idea of having girls in

"the!r Club". Every girl participated in this heated dis-

cussion. The rule was defini tely no girls in the games

room on the ground floor.

By thi s time the question of having a regular meeting

in the agency once a week was presented to them. They were

entbusiastic, and the final problem was that of find:lng a

place for them to meet. They wanted to mee t in the evening,

and there was no place for them to do so. One of the group

suggested that they meet after the basketball on Wadnesday.

Since this decision involved the use of the bui lding during

the supper hour, when the agency was usually closed, decision

in the matter was deferred. Permission was granted, and the

first Supper Club meeting was held abou t the Middle of October,

1949.

The girls brought their supper whlch they at e in the

games room on the grmnd floor. The use of tnts room was

possible since Do one else was in the building. The girls

were very happy about th1s, and enj oyed playing ping pong
\
after supper. When everything was cleared away, the group

went upstairs to the Club Room, In th! s way the latter halt
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of the meeting was more private than it would otherwise have

b een , Had the group remained in the g ames room 0 n the

ground floor, i t would have been sometbing like having a

meeting in a gold fish bowl. There were windows all around

and boys congregated outside as early as 6 o'clock in the

evening. Upstairs the girls had the use of the P.A. system

which was a very speci al privilege as i t was an expens i va

piece of equipment and the Leader's Corp had raised money

-------- t oward-th e - co-s t - of -t-he P-.~-.-system, gramaphone, records, and

so on.

An attempt should be made to describe their typical

b ehavi our. One worker said they were rather obstreperous,

The seme worker, who was the first physical education student

to take them in baaketball, said that while they we:re a nice

group to work with, they were not used to discipline and Most

of the time were very hard ta control. Certainly they were

easy-going and impulsive. While they didn't aeem 'to Mean to

be destructive, Many of the members were impulsive and there

was always the feeling that something would surely happen

before the meeting was over. There was a great deal of di s

cussion around the agency when a pool stick was broken. A

couple of boys were standing ou tside making r emarks and one

girl grabbed the pool stick. Balancing it on the sill, Bhe

shoved it back and forth. It was almost lmmediately broken.

- - - - - - - - Tn er e w a s a curtaln in the Club Room, which was attached to

plaster. Part of this was torn down at one point. Usually

the gramaphone was 50 Loud , that i t had to be t urned down.
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Thoae living in the apartment on the second floor were not

able to hear themselves talk. Such was the typical behav-

iour of the group when they first came to the Rosemount Boys'

Club.

One day the group arrived with a plan. Thi. s was their

plan to give a dance in November, 1949. Bince the plan was

not feasible, due to the feeling of the executive director

that i t would interfere wi th the boys' leadership training

program, the worker suggested that the girls have a party.

In spite of their youthful exuberance, and app arent inabili ty

to engage in discussion without aIl talking at once, tentative

plans for a party were drawn up by the girls W1 th the help of

the worker. On the question of who would attend, the girls

wanted "just their own gang". Six girls had been invited to
-

attend a Leader's Corps Dance the week before. They did not

feel at ease and ob j ected to having to PaY 50 cents adml aaâ on ,

This was how it came about that the group decided it would be

nice to have a dance of their own. It was evident that there

was hostillty between various natural groups of boys and

girls. The giv1ng of a dance was an activity which gave a

good deal of status te those who participa ted, e.rxi i t was the

opinion of the worker that the question of status was p aramount

1n their mi nd s , Atter the initial enthusiasm wore off and a

kind of fear teok its place, the girls had to be reassured that

they had planned very weIl and it wouldn't be their fault if

the party didn't go weIl. The worker was sure that it would

be a very fine party. It was.
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After th1s party, the worker noticed a decided change in

the group.

the first.

The group began to meet in the Club Room from

The incident about the pool stick brought about

th1s change of meeting place. Table games were played, and

except for the occasional snowball, which boys hurled through

the windows, the meetings went weIl.

Gradually the members b ec ame more contro lIed in their

behaviour. There was something pathetic about their atti-

tude. When anyone got into trouble they would always say:

"cen you believe it, werve done it againl" Barn dancing,
-

table games, singing, social dancing were activities they

enjoyed. While a treasurer had been elected in preparation

for their first party, it was not until Christmas, 1949, that

they elected a president. The choosing of a club name was

a matter of great importance to them. The names "Rosemount

Tom Boys" and "Tiny Teens" were suggested and they could not

agree that these were appropriate. Finally they chose the

name of the "Sports Club".

nam e ,

AlI agreed that this was a g ood

When they attended the Leader's Corps Dance at Christmas

time, 1949, all agreed that it was a wonderful dance and that

they riad had a very good time. The time of meeting was chmged

after Chri stmas. The Supper Club idea was discarded in favour

of meeting upstairs on Friday evenings, when the movies were

b eing held in the gymnasium. The planwas to meettogether

with the boys every other week in the agency. Only a begin-

ning was made in this direction. The girls went as far in
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this direction as they were able to go. It was in tht e area

that the worker felt that there was opportunity for further

action on a broader b aaâ s than hadbeen achâ eved , The girls

met together each week and every other week the boys met to

gether wi th them. Th! s went on until the end of Februery,

1950. Tentative plans for a sleighride were drawn up. The

girls began to follow through. There was evidence of change

in their former unstable and haphazard way of doing thlngs.

It became possible for individuels to subordinate their

impulses in order to accomplish things of importance to the

group as a whole. Program planning for a mixed group took

a go od deal of time at meetings which the girls had on alter

nate weeks, when no boys were present. This supplemented

di scussions which bath groups had when together. Indi vidual

boys were discussed. The girls di scus sed the ways in which

the boys' group liked doing bhi.nge , Indi vidual problems

came to light and were talked through in the group. Agency

policy was discussed as weIl as wnat could be described as

socially acceptable ,. t andar d s of behaviour. The group set

up certain rules by whlch tney judged thelr own behaviour and

the behaviour of other members of the Sports Club.

Co-recreational meetings stopped in Maroh, 1950. The

boys' group had become involved in certain incident s around

the Club and had to forfeit their membership privileges for

a tlme. They did not react favourable to this external dis

cipline and the girls identified themselves emotionally with

the boys. They were upset, and plans for a sleigh ride were
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set aside.

The situation was remedied. Gradually tbe boys broke

away trom the Rosemount Boys' Club and took up association

with the Y.M.C.A. While continuing to meet as the Sports

Club, the girls attended Y dances with the boys. The gl. rls

still had the feeling that they wanted to have a party in

the Rosemount Boys' Club. The question was: Would the boys

come? Half expecting that the plan would fall through, the

girls planned a party with the utmost car e , A few boys

came and at first it Looked like a lost cause. However,

these boys seemed to realize the amount of work that had

gone lnto the arrangements. They rounded up their com

panions and literally by force, they sent them home to clean

up , They saw to it that. the party "went over", After this

initial push, the group as a whole rose to the occasion, it

was interesting to observe this process and the result was

gratifying.

The followin g day the girls came to clean up , They

announced that they had had a wonderful time. The experience

of the part-tim~ worker with the Sports Club ended on this

note.

7. Basketball

In all, 23 girls were registered for basketball. The

group met 16 times in the gymnasium on Wednesday atternoon.

The majority of the girls enrolled in this activlty were

drawn from the 9th grade in school. The average attendance

at meetings was 11. While 12 girls were ln 9th grade, one
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was in 7th grade, 4 girls were in 8th gradei 2 girls were in

lOth grade and 4 were not in school. The majorlty, or 14

girls, were 14 years of age. There was one girl 13 years

of age, 6 were 15 years old, and 2 were 16 years of age.

The girls complained about the small amount of basket

ball they got in scheol. The worker investigated the situa

tion at the school and found that the gymnasium teacher was

very much in favour of the group having basketball in the

Rosemount Boys' Club. She explained that there was little

time for them to practice at s oho oL due to the large number

and that none of the girls happened to be good enough ta

playon the school team. She felt that additional practice

would increase their skill without giving them more basket

ball than would be good for them. The medical certificates

tram the school were obtained for each girl who wanted ta

participate.A slight change in the scheol gymnasium

schedule Was made in arder that girls be iree to play at the

Club on Wednesday afternoon.

A very good relationship was establi shed wi th the MeGlll

School of Physical Educati8n. It was agreed that the Rose

MOunt Boys' Club should pay the students for the meal they

would miss at the residence, as weIl as carfare. One student

came 7 weeks before Christmas, 1949, and another came 9 times

after Chrl stmas, 1949. The venture was sometb1. ng of an

experiment and it worked out very welle The first student

prepared a report on her experlence with the group. There

was a meeting which was attended by both students from the
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McGill School of Physical Education, the part-time worker

and the executive director of the Rosemount Boys' Club.

It was concluded that because some were more skilled

than others, the girls who had more skill were more inter.

ested in the game. While the student was convincedthat

the venture was a suc cess , she fel t that the grou p sh::>uld

consist of 20 girls who came regularly, as she felt it was

a waste of time and of gym space to conduct a class for only

nine or ten girls. The question of a more varied program

was discuased and the student thought i t might b e worth a

try. Another point made by the student was that incentive

would be increased, if games were arranged with other teams.

It was not possible to have a bouse league.

During the second session, the attendance remained about

the same, Agame was arranged with the Iverley Community

Centre. The Rosemount Boy's Club team lost the game, but

were happy when they were told by the Iverley team that they

were all very good sports. Sorne of the girls played in

league games arranged by t~e Y.M.C.A. after Christmas, 1949.

It seemed as though the Rosemount Boys' Club was able to meet

the need wi th respect ta basketuall through the kind co

operation of the McGill Scheol of Physical Education.

8. Leather Craft

There were three girls enrolled in thls activity. It

ia eatimated that the group met 19 times, altbough this la

the only activity for girls for which actual attendance
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records are not available for study. One girl was 13 years

of age and the other 2 girls were 16 years of age. In

addition to the three girls, three boys were enrolled in the

actlvity. The girls who wera enrolled were particularly

interested in the activlty wbich started in January, 1950.

The instructress was a "paid" volunteer and the participants

dld sorne wonderful leather work of which thay were very proud.

Actually it is of interest that a mother called the Rosemount

Boys' Club about her daughter who was handicapped by rheumati sm

and therefore unable to take part in regular actlvity. The

mothar was invitad to enroll her daughter in the leather craft

clasB and was very grateful that there was this opportunity

for her daughtar to participate.

9. The "Senior Girls. Club"

The majority of girls enrolled in this group were in 10th

grade in school. There were 11 girls in all, and the group

met 15 times. The average attendance at meetings was 6 girls.

While 6 girls were in 10th grade, :3 were in 9th grade, and 2,

girls were in Ilth grade in sc ho o L, Nine of the gi rIs were

15 years of age and 2 girls were 16 years old.

The fact that this group wished to belong to the Hosemount

Boys' Club was brought to the attention of the Part-time worker

indirectly. Another worker in the agency explained that they

wanted to join and time was reserved for them long before the

girls arrived to make application for membership. Otherwise

it would not have been possible to allow them to join because

others would have bean taken in thelr place as staff time and
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facl1lties were limited.

One evening in October, 1949, these girls appeared on

their way to a meeting of a church group to which they

belonged. It came about that they wanted to belong to a

mixed group in the agency, to play basketball, 0 r to form

a girls' Leader's Corps. None of these alternatives was

possible. There was no need to form a girls' Leader Corps.

Policy was that if the girls were to give dances, which was

what they had ln mlnd, it would interfere with the leader

ship training program of the boys. There was no other gym

nasium time or leadership for basketball, as the time and

leadership for thi s nad already been asslgned anotber group.

The administration did not approve the formation of a co

recreational group at that time.

Beyond this the girls had no ideas about what they

wanted, but were still anxious to join. They had beard

that there would be cooking, sewing and typlng lessons but

were not much interested in these activities. The worker

suggested that they mlght enjoy barn dancing. This was

agreeable to them, and the time of meeting was set for the

tollowing week.

At the firet meeting, one girl played the piano arrl they

a'l L sang. They learned a couple of barn dances and made

plans to have a party. The second meeting tollowed the

pattern of the tir st. The difference was that boys were in

the hall, on the roof over the main entrance and several

climbed into the room through the window to see what was



- 225 -

going on. They were allowed to stay and wat ch the barn dan

cing. They did not want to take part. Finally, a boys'

worker came and took them all out 0 f the z-oom,

At the third meeting, all the original ideas came up for

discussion. The girls wanted to give a dance and this was

not feasible at the time. Relati0nships between various

natural groups of boys and girls were discussed and they were

very voluble on the subject of the girls in the Sports Club.

They did not like them, and did not want to have anything to

do with them. They felt they were silly and were sure the

feelings were mutual. On the subject of giving a dance the

girls concluded that the boys' Leader Corps might be insulted

if they gave a dance. The worker took the opportuni ty to

diseuse inter-club relationsbips, and councils, end co-operative

projects such as dances, sleigh rides and so on. However,

there was no definite ,ac t i on that could be taken at the time

and it was a question of having to accept the inevitable

limitations imposed on them regardless of how painfUl this

might be at the time, in the hope that things would work out

eventually. From there they continued planning for a party.

The regular barn dancing was the activi ty they enjoyed in the

meantime.

During the interval, the whole question of the group was

discussed with the executive director. It seemed clear that

there was a duplication here in that the group was already

having the experience which the agency had to offer them.

They were all members of a co-recr~Ational group wh1ch was
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under the auspices of a church in Rosemount. On the other

hand the gi nl.a were very keen on retaining their memb ership,

and they were the only group of their age and stage of

development who had come to applyfor membership. It was

finally decided to let the matter work itself through and to

continue working with the group as long as their interest

was maintained. They were an integrated group and did not

lack in ability for self direction. Their interests were

varied. Individuals in the group led busy and interestlng

lives. They knew how to use thelr lei sure time ta good

advantage. They particularly enjoyed music, discussion,

dramatics and square dancing. Individuals usually had knit

ting or sewing of sorne kihd on hand. They played cards and

table game s as weIl. They were a happy group. They talked

about school, sports, clothes, boys, jobs, experiences they

had or were having, and so on.

Finally one girl announc ed , "The boys are telling us

about a party we' re havï.ng , and we don' t know anytbing abou t

i t1" Again there was a chorus about how the boys c hang ed

everyday. One day they wanted girls, and the next day they

didn't. They agreed that lots of people were Just hateful

and had such big ldeas. Then they decided that havi ng a

party at the Club would be Just like having one at home, only

the house was too small. And so they revived their former

plans and added to them. Eight boys attended a musical even

ing planned by the girls and held in December, 1949.

Before too long they had again decided that parties were
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really very dull. They elected a treasurer sa that they

could have refres~.ents at meetings. The girls were per

mitted to enroll in basketball. Eventually they a l L became

involved in rehearsals for a musical which the group at the

church was giving. The boys workëd on scenery at the Rose

roount Boys' Club, and everyone was very exci ted about the

coming event. This eut across meetings at the Rosemount

Boys' Club on several occasi ons.

Meanwhile, one of the girls had been appointed by the

worker in charge of the boys' Leader's Corps ta represent

the Rosemount Boys' Club at a city-wide teen club conference

meeting held at the Y.W.C.A. This girl was ta represent

the girls' section of a co-recreational group. There was

no Buch group, but the aim was to provide a learning exper

ience and bring ideas back to the Rosemount Boy's Club.

Pressure for the use of the room was 50 great that it

was decided ta turn the Club Room over to the Little Queen's

Club on Tuesday evenings. The Senior Girls' Club, which

was small, could continue to meet in the Ward Room in the

basement if they wished ta continue as many of them did.

As there was not the opportunity to explain this to the group,

because they were all at r-ene az-aat s for the musical st the

church, a letter was sent out explaining the change. For

the remainder of the time, the activities of this group

merged into general activity in tx~ agency around the Teen

Club Conference.
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10. The Teen Club Conference, April 1950

A city-wide teen club conference was sponsored by the

Montreal Council of Social Agencies and held at the Windsor

Hotel on April 16th, 1950. As has been mentioned, a member

of the boys' Leader' s Corps, and a member of the Senior Girls'

Club were appointed to attend an initial planning meeting.

Agency workers also attended planning meetings, and the part

time worker was delegateci to thi s.

A letter was sent out to aLL boy and girl members of the

Rosemount Boys' Club who had met together in the agency. This

was done because there was officially no Rosemount Boys' Club

teen club. Members of the Sports Club, the Senior Girls'

Club, the boys' Leader' s Corps and others, met tog ether to

elect six representatives.

Workers met together at various times, delegates met

together, and the result was a truly fine teen club confer

ence. This experience was a wonderful thing for tbe teen

age boys and gi z-La who belonged to the Rosemount Boys' Club.

A teen club or canteen had been out of the question in Sep~

tember, 1949, but by April, 1950, there had been opportunity

to work with groups of girl and boy members separately and

they had actually met together on vari ous occasions such as

dances, parties, a musical evening, andso on. Unfortunately,

it is not known how the work was carried on, as the Teen Club

Conference came at the end of the period covered by the present

research undertaking. It was fortunate that such an oppor

tunity was available to the Rosemount Boys' Club, as the Teen
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Club Conference proved a very much needed and valuable exper

ience for the members and groups who participated.

Summary and Evaluation of Girls' Program

Thus the ".total pr-ogram" for. the girls who were members

of the Rosemount Boys' Club between September, 1949, and May,

1950, has been outlined on the basis of available data, taken

from agency records.

The followingpassage was taken from the report of the

Second Annual Meeting of the Hosemount Boys' Club:

Our girls' program continuesto form an active part
in our Club activities and is beingexpanded to the
lirri t of our c apac t ty·. Our part-timegi rl s' worker
resigned last June to take up another position, but
tbi s loss did not in any way interrupt or curtail
our planned schedule. This vacancy on our staff'
has not yet been filled, but it is hoped that a
suitable worker willbe found in the near future to
carry on thi s important phase of our operati on. l

The writer was distressed to read that there was a

lapse of nine months whl1e the Rosemount Boys' Club was still

searcbing for a girls' worker. However, 1t is beyond the

scope of tbis thesis to -cover events wbich took place after

July, 1950. A major conclusion of the present study is

that the Rosemount Boys' Club needs at least one full-time

girls' worker on their staff. The le1sure-time nseds of

school-age girls in Rosemount must be met. Less than 3

pel' cent of the girl population of Rosemcunt, in 1941, was

served by the program off'ered for girls 'by the Rosemount

lRosemount Boys' Club, Report of the Second Annual
Meeting, February, 1951 (unpublished).
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Boys' Club between September, 1949, and May 1950. Clearly,

the program ofrered girls did little except to scratch the

surface of the community's need. In addition to the need

for leadership, the facillties of the Rosemount Boys' Club

should be extended ta serve a larger segment of the girl

population of Rosemount.

The following statement taken from the Manual of Boys'

Club Operation is quoted here because the writer feels that

it indicates an important trend in Boys' Club thinking.

We believe that a Boys' Club should be for boys.
No boy should be barred from bis Club because
others are using it ••••• Long experience has proven
that a club cannot attract and hold boys in a com
mon membershtp in which boys and girls participate
together in activities, or by limiting the use of
facilities by eithergroup to specifie days and
hours. We believe that work ·for girls should be
carrled on with their own facilities and by those
who understand the problems of girls. l

Here is a statement, taken directly from an important

publication of Boys' Clubs of AmeriCa which was published

as late as 1947. According to thls, the program offered

for girls should have been a complete fsilure. The facil-

ities for girls were not used except on specifie days, and

at specifie times. However, careful steps were taken to

overcome the obvious limitations. This required skill and

eternal vigilance on the part of the girls' worker. . It was

no accident that the program was a success in the f ace of

such odd s , Whenever boys and girls did participate together

IBoys' Clubs of America, Manual of Boys' Club Operat!2E
(New York, 1947), p. 2.
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in activities, there was little difficulty, because careful

groundwork had bean laid. It might well be that the result

would not have been so satisfactory, had the program not

been geared to the available facilities in terms of space in

the building and leadership. It was also carried on w1 th

an eye ta the needs of the "boy members, and every effort was

made to see that the needs of the girls did not conflict

with the needs of the boys.

For one thing, the worker insisted that the girls make

the initial ad justment bec au se they came into contact with

a program for boys which had been in operation for five

months. They were helped in doing this, as their feelings

in the matter were discussed whenever there was need. If

the worker felt that some outrageous things were going on,

she did not allow her feelings to influence her judgment.

She was convinced that, after a period of time, the boys and

girls would adjust to one another in this situation whlch

was new, and perhaps a strange experlence for sorne of them.

Meanwhile, whenever the opportunity arose for the girls'

worker to chat wl th individual boys, or groups of boys, she

did sa, keeping the discussion on a level of informal chatter

but, nevertheless, trying ta drive home certain main points.

Gradually, the boys became quite friendly and the groups of

girls began ta have a feeling of"belonging. From then on

the pattern, having been established, was not difficult to

maintaln, and the regular work with girls went on, veritably

uninterrupted, except for the occasional surge of feeling
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about minor incidents. Co-recreational activity, wht ch WB.S

in keeping with membera' needa, was encouraged, and there

were a number of opportuni ties for tbi s type 0 f thing in the

program. It was the feeling of the writer that both boys

and girls benefitted from, and enjoyèd, these activities.

This concept of working with boys and girls, in the same

set t tng , ls an accepted part of current best practice ln the

ü. l::..Ld of recreation. It is the opinion of the wrlter, that

the feeling and tDinking of Boys' Clubs, with regard to this

matter, 18 today undergolng a change. Many boys' clubs are

working with girls, and Boys' Olub buildings are now being

planned ta accommodate members of both sexes. It 1s unfor

tunate that the Rosemount Boys' Club was not planoed wi th

this in mind, beca.use this lack will have to be over-come,

The writer feels certain that, wh1le it 1sa major problem,

the problem of adequate facilities for girls in the Rosemount

Boys' Club can, and eventually will be overcome.

Since various suggestions have already been made about

the needs of girl members, as revealed by this Btudy, 'and

since the thread will be picked up in the final chapter, which

follows next, the writer will net pursue the matter further at

tilis point.



CHAPTER VI

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

If 1t were permissible to draw an analogy, one might

say that a project, such as the present research undertaking l

la like climbing a mountain. At time the attention is focused

on the peak, at times on the stones beneath the feet, and at

times on the aching back of the mountain c11 mber. The writer l

l1ke the mountaln climber, may on accasion have wished to

have had wings in order to soar over the whole mountain range l

wi th comparative eas e , t o get a "o ï.rd ' 8 eye vi ew" of the

broader and expanding horizons.

There i811n social research, the never ending process

of venturing from the particular to the general, and from

the general to the partlcular, in blazing a tortuous trail

towards the objective. At the out8et of this thesis, the

objective was to study the membership of the Rosemount Boys'

Club during the first sixteen months of operation, ending in

July, 1950, in relation to the community in whlch the Club

was located. The aim was to show what the work of the

agency should be in relation to the needs of its members, as

revealed Oy this study.

The study has beeu exploratory in nature and many temp

ting by-paths have been skirted. For example, the question

of delinquency and its prevalence among Club members might

have been a study in itself. More situational information

would have been needed than that of whetner a boy or girl

- 233 -
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was known to the Social Welfare Court or other social agency.

Here~ local information gathered on the spot~ for a small

group of boys or girls, might have revealed more than official

records for a large number of boys and girls. Due to the

confidential nature of Court records, it was~ in fact, not

possible to obta.in Lnf'or-ma t Lon which would have identified

any ~f the boy or girl members who were known ta the Court.

Further, records of the Rosemount Boys' Club were not such

as to enable study of the extent of participation in agency

program, or the experience of any individual delinquent boy

member of the Club.

A social agency is a neighbour an~ as a nelghbour, its

affai rs reach out lnto the communi ty ~ of whi. ch i t i s a part ~

both directly and indirectly. It would seern, therefore~

that two etudies might be made to supplement the present

study, namely, a general sociological study and a community

organizatlon study of Rosemount. Both of these were beyond

the scope of this thesis. For example~ lt would be of inter

est to learn what part groups and persons iiving in Rosemount

play in City organization. More about the people of Rose- .

Mount might be learned through a soeiologlcal study. The

nature and extent of segregation of groups withln Rosemount

along race, class, and religious lines, and their relation.

ships in terms of confliet and accommodation are important

end significe.nt aspects of the total situation wi thin the

community of Rosemount.

When one considera the nature and extent of primary and
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secondary contacts among people of Rosemount, and looks into

the question of how the people spend their time, another

avenue of study opens up, From there it â s only a step

before one becomes involved in questions about community

organization of which the aim ls to bring out and maintain

a progressively more effective adjustment between social wel

fare resources and social welfare needs. Community organiz

ation is concerned with the discovery and definition of needs

the elimination and preventianof social needs and disabilities

sa far as possible, the articulation ofresources and needs,

and the constant readjustment of resouroea in order better to

meet changing needs. Community organization ia also con

cerned with interrelationships and is almost a sub-division

of socio.logy.

The present study went a little furtner slong the by

paths of a sociological and a community organization study

of Rosemount than was perhaps desirable from the point of

view of clarity of presentation. Since these studies had

not been made, and were, therefore, not available for ref

erence, the need to establish sorne frame of reference was

ever present and pressing. Such Is the nature, and the

fate,of an exploratory study.

The writer likes to think of the Rosemount Boys' Club

as but one unit in a wider community sc~eme. While it ia

recognized that the thinking of community planners along

these lines goes back many years, it seems appropriate to

underline, re-state, or at least give support to this con-
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cept on the basis of a need which has been revealed by this

study. Undoubtedly the need for facilities and leadership

for a recreational pro gram for school-age girls who live in

Rosemount h as been established, and in the opinion of the

writer there is an adequate factual basis for sound planning

and action in this matter.

In our society, the needs of girls are as important as

the needs of boys. Provision ih Rosemount must be made to

meet the lei sure-ti me needs of girl s as well as t hose 0 f boys.

It is the feeling of the writer that the section dealing with

the program offered girls by the Rosemount Boys~ Club, between

September, 1949, and May, 1950, describes the 0 per ating expe r

ience of theagency, at that time, and May be critically

. reviewed and evaluated in the formation of a sound agency

policy with respect to girls' program.

Granted ·t ha t addl tional faci li ti e sare needed, and

granted that the use of the Drummond School migp.t alleviate

the situation to a degree, there remains the prime need for

at least one full-tirne girls' worker on the staff of the

Rosemount Boys' Club. Even the restricted program that was

offered between september, 1949, and May, 1950, was handi

capped by the fact that there was just the one part-time

worker. For example, facilitles that might have been used

for girls' program were not used. Rooms on the second floor

were available, 'though not always used, nearly every after

noon of the week.

If the girl membership of the Rosemount Boys' Club were
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increased to sorne 300 or 400 girls, the work might be under

taken by a full-time girls' worker, with the help of volunteers

and using the Drummond School facilities to supplement Club

facillties. Of course certain equipment and supplies would

have to be made available and provision for this made in the

agency budget. Perhaps it would be possible to turn over a

wholeroom to the girls' pro gr am, such as the Senior games

room on the second flaor. In this way, the problem of a

constant moving of equipment, without adequate storage space

for it in the meanti~e, would be partially eliminated.

Whatever the detailed arrangements, the fact remaills

that theneeds of girls in Rosemountat the time of tbi s study

were not met through the Rosemount Boys' Club or any other

agency, although a start in this direction was made by the

Rosemount Boys' Club, and other organizations did work with

girls in Rosemount. Much remains tobe done in thi s impor

tant aspect of Rosemount Boys' Clubwork.

Secondly, if an agency is to perform the function for

which it is designed, whether working withboys, girls or

adults, then there must be a large en0ugh staff, trained to

render the needed services. Training includes abilit~ to

understand the needs of aIl age groups, as weIl as knowledge

of how groupa function, and the place of groups in the pro

motion of recreational services and in the development of

character. This fact cannot be oVer-emphasized.

The area of work with teen-age boys and girls in Rose

Mount ia one that requires a good dealof thought. There
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are certain problems in this area which needconsideration.

Am ong these is the whole question of dellnquency in Roserrount.

It is the opinion of the wrlter that co-ordination between

organizations~ groups and indlviduals cancerned with services

t a and program8 for teen-age residents of Rosemount is needed.

Delinquency 18 a total community problem and the exper

ience of many in working wlth these young pe~ple does not

Indicate that any one agency has the answer. The problem

has t o do, very o ft en ~ with typical ways of behaving and

codes which young people in a nelghbourhood work out for them

selves. There ls a kind of contagi~n of social climate and

the bellavlour i s often symptomatic ~ i t s implications far

r eaanï.ng , Trained workers in the field are ne eded who have

the knowledge and skill to do the thing tha t la required.

Great strides cau b e made toward mee ting the nee da of

boys and girls who have b ecome known as delinquents. Illus

trations of thi s havebeen given in preceding pages of tbi s

study. It has been said thatdelinquents do not belong to

social clubs. Some are not yet . r eady ta join large clubs,

however~ they do functlon in groups. Perhaps it is true

that while they may register with an a gency, they do not

participate and benefit from the program of activities offered.

It May not be possible for many of them to relate soci ally to

individuals and groups who are not themselves delinquent.

Often the hostility t h ey display is directed towards their

peers, thus, not only towards the agency. Social relation

ships depend very often on a process of social education
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which the individual needs to have gone through. It is not

always easy to enable delinquents to acquire the social

skills involved in adequate social relationshLps. Again~

they tend to interfere with other activities which are belng

carried on in the agency, and provisian has ta be made for

w·ork in th! s specialized field af endeavour. In addi tian

ta groups of delinquents, there are groups whose behaviour

verges on the socially unacceptable. The same approach is

used with these groups as with the more severely maladjusted.

Thus, side by side with a prograrn for teen-age boys and

girls in Rosemount, would have ta go a method of procedure

ofdealing with individual and group mal ad justment. Were

this not the case, it is likely that conflict might develop

which would rernain and make for disintegration. It is the

feeling of the wri ter that for sorne, an experience in a

small club group mlght prove helpful. In any event, small

club groups provide an important experience in democratic

living for boys and girls from the age of ten years and up.

In addition to small clubs, councils provide a channel

through which large numbers of boys and girls are able to

f'ind .expression. The council structure, wbich ma! follow

the development of small self-determining clubs, allows for

the expression of the ideas of aIl groups in the agency

through their representatives. Each thus participates in

the decision making processes. At the base of the couneil,

groups with varying degrees of maturity and social develop

ment find their own levels in the smaller club groups.
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Individuals and groups do not have to lose face tbrough

being given responsibility not in keeping with their varlous

limitations. Each can be encouraged to participate to the

ex+ent of his or her ability, and in doing so grows. As

the clubs mature, the counc!l gains in strength and forceful

ness. There are changes in that new club ànd c ouncil mem

bers come along through the appropriate channels from the

larger agency membership. There ls also an opportunity for

marginal members to partlcipate in counci l and cl ub activi ties

in cases where they are not able, willing, or interested in

taking full part. Councils of Intermediat es are as important

as councils composed of Senior members. It snou Ld be an

objective of the agency to have both Intermediate and Senior

clubs and councils for boys and girls. ,The experience in

the small group can be supplementary to the experience in the

larger group. Groups need help to handle the conflicts

which arise out of individual and group differences.

A neighbourhood council of agency people i s an important

body which renders valuable assistance in the co-ordination,

planning, and expansi on of community services. Such a group

would keep up t 0 date on changes in the communi ty. Tbrough

a n.elghbourhood council, member agencies would be able to

define their function, outline their area of service, and

interpret their needs. Continuous effort in the direction

of the formation of a neighbourhood council in Rosemount

would pay large dividends. The good-will and co-operative

ness often engendered through this medium helps in the attain~

ment of a better adjustment between resources and n eeds ,
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there are situations in a community which only co-operatlve

and concerted efforts of all agencies and citlzens as weIl

will eliminate or modify.

In communities are to befound varying degrees of dis

organization, passivity on the part of individuals and groups

in taking part in communlty affaira, general indifference and

apathy, as weIl as a complete lack of community spirit. On

theother h and , one finds in Many comrruni tie s a stable,

closely knit, functioning unit. No one community la ~lther

perfect or beyond al~ hope of improvement. However, it ls

ircportant that the weather signs be watched and correctly

Interpreted, because the procesa of communi ty organi zati on

can be used to improve and facilltate interrelationShips,

and to promote co-ordination between or-gan.Izat.Lon s , groups,

and individuals. The he al t h and vigour of a neighbourhood

counci~ often depends upon; and reflects, the health and

vigour of the community in which it operates.

Roaemount is a community marked by rapid growth and

change. At the sarne tirne there i8 a large populati on which

i8 made up of two distinct cultural elernenta. There is a

l 'anguage difference involved, and there la the added feature

that Rosemount functions as a "dormitoryll auburb ,f or a great

metropolis, Montreal. Nevertheless, Rosemount posseses

many of the basic institutions by wbich a common l ife i s made

possible, and much c an be done to bring the old am the new

together. In Montreal, two cultures, different in history

and origin, live amiably side by side joined by bonds 0 f
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mutuel respect. There is a sense of interdependence, and

throughout the City there -is a real determination that the

two cultures sho~ld be united in spirit. In the ability

to foster good relations between the two, lies the essential

genius of" Montreel. The fact of difference in thts respect

has not proved an insurmountable obstacle in the path of

community organiza.tion.

It is a li rritation of this study that the scope did not

permit the writer to venture into the collection and irrr.er

pretation of data pertaining to the French community in Rose

mcunt, except as tbis was revealed through the records of the

Rosemount Boys' Club, and through a superficial glanceat the

total population and resources for group life, and institutions

located in Rosemount.

The Roseinount Ecy s 1 Club would wi sh t 0 t ak e part in the

community organization process in Rosemount in the belief that

when the div.erse are co-ordinated progress i s likely to follow.

There needs to be a channel, however, through which individuals

and groups, in Rosemount, can give expression t a impulses.

Another area of soc i al need which ba 8 b een implied by data

uncovered in this study, Ls the need for recreationa.1 facil

ities for the adult population of Rosemount. Here again, the

whole question i s a total communi ty affaire The reason that

it 12 mentloned here 18 because the writer believes that people

need an opportunity to come together around activiti. es or issue s

wrdch interest them. Whether this is a home-and-school group,

a crmrch group, a political group, an industrial association~

\ .
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or any other, doea not alter the fact that common experiencea

tend to draw people together. Often when reaidents are active

in community affaira, opportunities arise, and growth in this

direction brings about a good community spirit. This in turn

i s reflected in the home life of the châ Ld,

An apt quotation from the writi ngs of a famcu s p erson

seems to expre ss thi s thought very welle

We are always in relation, not to society, but sorne
definite group. Practically speaking, 'society' is
to each a number of groups. The vital relation of an
individual to the world ia through his groups. Social
psychology cannot be the application of the old indi
vidual psychology to a number of people. The new
psychology must take people with their inheritance,
their 'tendencies', their environment, and then focus
its attention on theirinterrelationships.l

Even if the Rosemount Boys' Club serves only boys and

girls, a close contact must be maintained with the parents of

Club members. Work of the Club, wi th parents, might include

home visits as a means of getting to know tbem. Parents, as

a general rule, like to know about activi ti es in wbi ch their

children are engaged. The agency, in turn, needs ta under-

stand the members and their family backgrounds.

The writer would like to make one final suggestion. The

wri ter feels very strongly that the needs 0 f younger Junior

members in the Rosemount Boys' Club need special consideration.

This concept nas been stressed on preceding pages of thi s

thesis. For this reason it will only be mentioned here again.

Undoubtedly sorne of the 7 and 8 year old Club members will

retain Club membership for sorne ten years. Much c an be done

-------,--------------------------
lM. P. Follett, The New State (1918).
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in working with boys and girls in that length of time. Again

and again there is the fact to be considered that tills or that

individuel has not had the opportunity to develop this to that

social skill. Since the process of social education ia long,

and aince experience in groups la essential, there is no time

to be lest in considering the very special needs of the younger

Junior members. It ia not long before they are Intermediate

and Senior members. Work in this area pays vast dividende in

future satisfaction. It i8 an investment in the future.

The writer has undertaken te gat h er data in an attempt to

explore varieua phases of total community structure in Rose

Mount, a ward of Montreal. The wri ter h as also undertaken to

study, more intensive1y, the membership, the membership and

their family backgrounds, and the program offered for boys and

girls by the Rosemount Boys' Club between April, 1949, and

July, 1950, the first sixteen months of agency operation. In

addition, the writer has attempted to show what the work of

the agency abould be in relation to the needs of its members,

as revealed by this study. In doing these tbings, Many avenues

of further study have opened u p , This study bas been explora

tory in nature. It i s hoped that i twill have paved the way

for further study; that i t will have provided an sdequ atie

factua1 basis for sound planning and ' ac t i on in certain areas

of need; or at leaat that it will have recorded certain data

of historical significance. Perhaps this thesis will provide

a tool which the Rosemount Boys' Club May use in defining its

function, outlining its area of service, and in intarpreting

i ta ne ed s ,
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Table Al. Cburches attended by 178 boys and 'Z7 gtrls(a

Denomination Name of Cburcb Bo~S Girls
Numberer Cent Number Per Cent

--- ---
Total 178 100.0 100.0

Roman
Catbolic 87 48.9 9 33•.4

se, Aloysius , -ft Ambroise 1
u Barthele! 1 --,
n Bernâdet e l
fi Brendan 28 8
" DoîD1nlc 2'.

fi Francois.
Solano 15 l

" Jean Berch-
- mans l
ft Marc 7
ft Michael 2 --
ft Patrick 2-
" Philippe 2

" Philomene 22 -Il Rocis l- ,

Anglican 39 21.9 8 29.6
se. Cbad's -r --ft Cyprian' s 1

ft Hl1da's 3
" Luke's 30 8
n Mary!s 3..

Unspeclfled 1 -
United
Churcb 33 18.5 7 25.9

Central United ~ 3
Flrst UnIted 25 4
Hûngarlan

United l -Trinity United 1
Unspecified 1 -

a)Tbose cburches wbicb bave been underlined in this table
are located in Rosemount, see Figure l, p. 43.
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Table Al (cont1nued):

Denom1nat1on Name of Cburcb BO~S G1rls
Numberer Cent Number Per Cent

Pre sbyter1an 3 1.7
Kydd Memorial '3

Greek
Orthodox 2 1.1

Holy Trinity r
Unspec1fled l

Bapt1st 1 0.6
Temple Bapt1st 'I

Other 2 1.1 2 7.4
Ebenezer Gospel

Baii 1
St:-SOphie

Ukranlan 1
Protestant 1
Rumanian 1 -

Unlmown 11 6.2 1 3.7
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Table A2. Schools attended by 178 boys and 27 girls(a

Denomination Name of School BOZs Girls
~N~u~mb~e~r-Per Cent Number PeI' Cent

-----------------------------
Total

Roman
Catho1ic

Protestant

Unreported

178

76
Duvernay 6
chârles Edouard

Fabre 1
Lou! s Hebert 5
MadeleIne

D'A!lleboust
Sacre Coeur 1
st. Aloysius 3
"Barthelemy l
"Brendans 28
ft Domrilc 3
~ Francois
. Bolano 11
" Jean de

Brebeuf' 16
"PatrIcks l

91
Baron Byng -r
Commercia.l High 1
D'Arcy McGee 5
Drummond 24
Lûke Caflaghan 3
Maisonneuve l
Montreal High 9
Rosemount School 27
Shawbr!dge 1
Sir George

Williams 1
William Dawson 18

Il

100.0

51.1

8

l

7

18----10

l
;3

4

1

100.0

29.6

66.7

a)Those schools which bave been underlined in tbis table
are located in Rosemount, see Figure l, p. 41.
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Table A3. Industrial distribution of places ot em
ployment or occupations ot the fathers

and mothers of 178 boys
and 27 girls

Animal foods.--
Eastern Abattoirs l
Guaranteed Milk 1
Kraft Foods 1
Perfection Dalry l
Royal Products l
Wilsil 1
Bakerles. --
Strachâri l
Wonder l
contectioneff·--
Turi!sh De! gnt l
Liguora and beverages.--
Cooa-Cola 1
Frontenac Brewery l
National Brewerles Ltd. l
Tobacco products.--
MacDonald' s Tobacco Co. 1
Leatber iroducts.--
Dependab e Slipper 1
Wood products.--
Armstrong Cork l
Csnadian Cork Co. l
United Last Co. 1
Fur;eroducts.--
Pichet Fûrs l

_____ ~bber;;Rrodu~t-s.--- ---- - ---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

DomInion Rubber 1
Primary textiles.--
Maple"""teâf' Llnen 1
Mount Royal Textiles 1
Mill in Huntingdon, Que. - l
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Table A~ (continued):

Places of Employment Fathers Mothers
and Typas of Indus- Boyst Girls' Boys' Girls'
trial Groups

of.:l of.:l of.:l -ti
~ ~ s::

J.tJ.t li> ~ li> rot Q) CI)

e 0 Q) 0 Q) 0 CI) 0

i ~ ~ ~ ~ $:.t ~ J.t
::s (1) ::s li> ::s C) ::s CI)

te; p. Z Ai Z 114 Z 114_

-

l

l

1

Clothlng. --
H. Podbere and Co. l
PUlki&nd ïa~er products.-- _

________ _Can lan- n ernatlo-nal -----
Paper Company l

J. C. Wilson l
Printing.--
Gazette l
Herald Press l
Montreal Star 1
Ronald' s Printing Co. . l
EnswaVin,.--
T.. Ma helCs l
Iron and steel.--
A. c. Lesl1e and Co. l
Canadian Structural

Steel l
Canadian Tube and Steel l
Roller maker (only) l
Locomotives.-~

Montreal Locomotive 2
Aircraf't.--
CanâdaIr 2
Canadian Pratt Whitney 1
Machinery.--
Canadlan Fairbanks Morse l
Darling Brothers l
Railway & Power Engin-

eering Corporation 1
Uni ted SOOa Machinery

Co. of Canada l
Electrical ap~aratus.-
banadlan Eiec rie supply

Co. Ltd. l
Dominion Electric Pro-

---------~ -tect1on 1
Edison Co. l
Northern Electric l
Thomson Electric Worka l
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Table A3 (continued):

Places ot Employment Fathers Mothers
and Types of Indus- Boys' Girl s' BOISf G!rls'-
trial Groups of,) of,) of,) ,;j.)

~ $::l
f.t

$::l ;f.t e ~ cP cP J.t
cP 0 cP 0 CD 0 cP 0

~
~

~
~

~ J.t ~ M
:::$ ~ ::i CD

~
e

z et z ~._~ ~ et

Asbestos. --
Canaalan Asbestos Co. l
Turner Newall l
Glass.--
J. B. O'Shea l -Philllps l -Chemical produets.--
Barette Co. l
Christin (D'Eau Gas) l
Imperial 011 1
International Paint l
Irwin Dyestutt 1
McColl .Frontenac l _.
Shell 011 l
Mlscellaneous.--
ADîer1can Can 2
Metal Cratt 1

Construction 20 11.2 2 7.4-
Building and structures.--
Dominion BQl1ding -- 1
Foundatlon Co. 1
G. M. Gest 1
J. S. Hewson l
Loranger Contractor l
Priee Co. l
Simon & Weber Construc-

tion l
Sutherland Construction 1 1
Cement tinisher (on1y) l
Contractor (onlf) 3
Plasterer (only . l l
~ul1dln6.--

cers 7
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Table A3 (contlnued):

---
Places of Employment Fathers Motbers
and Types ot Indus- BOIS' Girls' Boys' Grrrs'--
trial Groups oP oP +l ' +l

~ i ~
I:l I:l I:l
G) ~ G) ~ G)

C) 0 CI> 0 fi) 0 CI> 0
.0

~ ~ ~E ~ ~ ~ ~

li G) ::$ CI> ::s G)

~
Q)

Pot :zi Pot i2i Pot _.f!:!.-

Transport and

Communication 26 14..6 12 44.4 -
Rail-aIS. --c. N. R. (Alberta) l
C. N. R. (Central) l
C. ~. R. (only) 3
C. P. R. (Angus Shops) 5 10 -C. P. R. (Windsor street) - 1
C. P. R. (on1y) 11
Municipa1.--
Department ot Transport 1
AirwaIS.--
I. c. A. O. 1
TelephoneshôtelegraPhs.--
Bell Telep ne 2
Canadian National Te1e-

graph l
Storage.--
St. Lawrence Dry Dock 1

Trade and Finance 21 11.6 2 7.4 7 3.9 2 7.4

Retail ',trade . - -
Aviation Electric 1
Avon Froducts l
Charland Pharmacie 1
Grover's Chain stores 1
J. A. Og11vy Ltd. l 1 l
Mercury Hardware 1
Packard Shoes 1 -
Safet~ Shoes l
Steinberg' s 1 1
T. Eaton Co. Ltd. 4 2
Di stributors.--
Duval Motors 1
General Motora .. l
Mid-Town Motor Sales 1
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Table A3 (continued),

Places of Employment Fathers MothErs
and Type S 0 f Indu a- Boys' Girls' Boys' -'GIrls'
trial Groups . ;

, ~ oP · .p .p
J:l J:l t=: s::l

'-t C) !li C) H C) H G>
G) 0 G> 0 cD 0 G> 0

i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
:j Il

~
Cl :j

~
G)

:z; 114 114 :z; P4 P4

D. V. A. l
Ordnance 2; - -Quebec Command 1
Entertalnment and food.--
Honey Bee Ltd. 1
Mansfield Cafe 1 -St. George' 8 Club - 1
St. Leonard Curb Service l
Youville Tavern 1
Restaurant (only) 1 -Waiter in a tavern (only) l
Domestie.--
Janltor 1
Custom and repair.--
T81~lor 1
Business service.--
Belbûmeur Transport l
Laval Car Wash l
Rockb11l Taxis l
Troy Laundry l -Shoemaker (only) l
Taxi (only) 1
Wlndow Cleaner (only) 1 -
Unspec1fied and Other 23 13.0 3 11.1 167 93.8 24 88.9
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Table A4. Approximate distance to work and the
location of the places of employment in

wards of Montreal or in surrounding
municipalities for the fathers

of 178 boys and 27 girls

Distance Location of Places Boys' Fathers Girls' Fathers
In Miles of Employment NUmber _Per Cent Number Per Cent

Total 178 100.0 27 100.0

Seven 8 4.4 l 3.7
-- - - - - - - - - - - - c-arti--ervi-ll-e- - - - - "g- - - - - - - -=- - - - - -

Cote St. Paul l
Notre Dame de Grace 4 1
Verdun 1

Five 16
Abuntsic -r
Montreal East 5
Mount Royal Ward 2
St. Ann 6
Town 0 f Mount Royal l
Westmount 1

-

Four 32
St. Andrew 9
se, George 20
St. Joseph 3

Three 26
Cramazie ~
Papineau 1
St. Jean 4
st. Lawrence s
se, Michel 2
Ville Marie 6
Villeray 1

18.0

14.6

4
l'
3-
4

l

3

14.8

14.8

Two 22 12.4 2 7.4
Bourget -r

-- - - - - - - - - - - --De-l ormier - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - ---
Maisonneuve 12 l
Mercier 3 l
Pretontaine 1
St. Denis 2 -
st. Eusebe 1 -
St. Mary 1 -
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Table A4 (continued):

Distance Location of Places Boys 1 Fathers Girls' Fathers
In Miles of Employment Number Per Cent Number Per Cent

Less Than
Two Rosemount 19 10.7 10 37.1

Unknown and Other 55 30.9 6 22.2
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Key to Abbrev1ations Used in Table A5

A.I.
~'A1de aux Infirmes (Association Catholiques)
A.M.
Assistance Maternal
B.A.F.

Bureau Assistance Aux Familles
B.F.T.S.

Boys , Farm and Training School
B.O.S.S.C.

Bureau des Oeuvres Sociales Scholaires Catholiques
C.B.S.

Oatholic Boys' Service
C.F.
canteen Fund
C.H.A.

Ohrld Health Association
C.N.I.B.

Canadian National Insti tute for the Blind
C.R.C.

Canadien Red Cross
C.R.S.

Catholic Rehabilitation Society
C.S.C.

ChIldrenfs Service Centre
C.W.B.

Catnolic Welfare Bureau
D.D.
--niet Dispensary
D.V.A.

Iie\?artment of Veterans Affairs
F.W.A.

Family Welfare Association
G.C.Cen.

GlrIS' Counsell1ng Centre
G.C.Sch.

GIrls' Cottage Scheol
H.S.F.A.

Health Serv1ce of Federated Agencies
1.Br.
~stitut Bruchesi
I.C.C.

ïverley Community Centre
J.F.W.

Jewish Family Welfare
J.H.S.Q.

John Howard Society (Quebec)
M.B.A.

Montreal Boys' Association
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M.D.N.
Montreal Day Nursey

M.R.I.
Mental Hygiene Institute

O.T. &: R.C.
Occupational Therapy and Rehabilitation Centre

P.D.F.
Poppy Day Fund

P.S.A.D.
Protestant School Attendanoe Department

R.E.L.H.
Royât Edward Laurentian Hospital

S.A.
~alvation Army
S.R.T.C.M.

Service d'bygiene department de la Tuberculose Cite de Montreal
S.I.V.

Societe des Intirmi'eres Visi teuae
S.P.w.c.

Society for the Proteotion ot Women and CbLldren
S.S.C.H.M.

Social Service Children's Memorial Hospital
S.S.E.S.J.

ServIce Social Economique Ste. Justine
S.S.J.

Services Sociaux Jocistes
S.S.M.G.R.

SocIal, Service Montreal General Hospital
S.S.M.N.l.

Social Service Montreal Neurological Institute
S.S.R.V.H.

SocIal Service Royal Victoria Hospital
s.S.Se.M.H.

SocIal Service St. Mary's Hospital
S.S.V.P.( --- ) _

Societe st. Vincent de Paul (----)
S.S.W.R.

SocIal Service Western Hospital
S.W.C.P.o.

SocIal Welfare Court Probation Officer
V.O.N.

V!ctorian Order of Nurses
Wer. H.

Weredale House
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Table A5. Contaetsw1th the var10us agene1es(a
to whom the families of 113 boys and

19 girls were known

Contacts
Boys i Families

Agene1es Classit1ed(b
Aecord1ng to Function --~~~~,~~~~~~~~~~-~~~

Total 363 92 455 100.0 61 17 78 100.0

Chi1dren's Services

B.O.S.S.C.
C.S.C.
M.D.N.
P.S.A.D.
S.S.J.
Wer. H.

2
11

1
10

1
5

4

1
l

36

2
15

1
11

2
5

7.9

3
1
2

-

l

7

-4
l
2
•

9.0

Protection and Cor-

reetional Agencies

B.F.T.S.
C.B.S.
C.R.S.
G.C.Seb.
J.H.S.Q.
S.F.W.C.
S.W.O.P.O.

4
1
1
2
2

10
14

-4
3

41

4
1
1
2
2

14
17

l-
2
1

1-

5

1-
--3
1

6.4

a)Samp1e groups of 178 boys and 27 girls were e1eared
through the Index in January, 1950.

b)Montrea1 Couneil ot Social Ageneies, Soc1al Serv1ee
D1rectoEl, 1953 (pamphlet). Note: In instances whëre the
agency mtglit have been otberw1se c1ass1t1ed, an arb1trary
ch01ce was made, tor example, B.A.F., C.B.S., a.W.B., F.W.A.,
and S.A. tunct1on, as well, 1n areas other than those listed.
In the case of C.R.C., the agency clears w1th the Index only
1n tbe area of 1 ta work under which 1t is c1ass1:t'1ed Ln table
A5.
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Table A5 (continued):

Agencies C1assified Contacts
According to Function Boys' Families Girl s' Fanl11'e'S-

ii'1
~

ID .p
.p oP oP .p oP .p ~
0 'do

'ëd~
CD 0 rg~'ëd~

CDas ~as 0

~i
0

~t:i
O~ o.p oP
o~ ,ps:: ~ . o s:: oP ~ ~

~o CD 0 00 CD CD 0 0 0 CD
00 t1.l0 80 fl.4 00 er o 80 fl.4

D.D. 13 2 15 3 3
B.S.F.A. 30 2 32 8 8
M.R.I. 18 4 22 1 1
S.H.T.C.M. 6 6 1 1
S.I.V. 1 l -V.O.N. 4 a 6 1 - 1

--
Hospita1s 35 7.7 9 11.5

I.Br. 1 1
R.E.L.H. 6 6 5 i
S.S.C.M.R. 4 a 6 -S.S.E.S.J. a a -S.S.M.G.H. 1 1 1 - 1
S.S.M.N.I. 3 - 3 -S.S.R.V.R. 13 13 3 3
S.S.St.M.H. a a
S.S.W.H. 1 1 -
Services for Veterans,

Armed Forces and

their Dependents 30 6.5 1 1.3

C.F. 3 - 3 - -C.R.C. 13 1 14 1 1
D.V.A. 5 1 6
P.D.F. 6 1 7 - . -

--
Rehabi1i tation and Ser-

vice to the Handicapped 13 2.9 1 1.3

C.N.I.B. 11 2 13 - - -O.T. & R.C. 1 1



- 262 -

APPENDIX B. REl'ElŒNCE MATERIAI8
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RO SEMOU NT BOYS' CLUB

MONTREAL

PROGRAMME SPACE ANALYSISl

FIRST FLOOR

Games Room
Gymnas1um
Locker Room

SECOND FLOOR

Boy Capacity per Hour

50
48
48

146

Sen10r Games Room
Cratt Shop
Club Rooms
L1brary

BASEMENT

Shoot1ng Gallery (Games)
Ward or Club Rooms

Total

35
24
30
20

20
10

109

30
285

CLASSIFICATIO.N

IBoys' Clubs ot Canada~ A Boys' Club Plan: Material
Descriptive ot theRosem::unt Be!sf ëlub and Released tor the
ottawa ~olsf club (unpub11sh J, 1949.
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SUGGESTED BASIS WITH IILUSTRATIONS OF ORGANI ZED
PRO GRAM FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE TYPE OF

SOCIAL RELATIONS ESSENTIAL TO CARRY ON THE
PARTlCULAR TYPE OF AGTIVITYl

r

Individuated
passive auditor
- spectator
group relations

Illustrations:

Entertainment
(Motion pic
tures, drama,
sport 'tans",
stor1es)

v

Continuous
co-operative
Interaction
in Temporarily
organized
group uni ts.

Illustrations:

Active group
games, group
folk and
country dancing.

1
II

,I ndi viduated
ac tivi ty in

casual group
relations
situations

Illustrations:

Cratts, Cook
iog, Swimming,
Skating.

VI

Intensive co
operative in
teraction of
stable group
units.

Illustration:

Dramatic casts.

r III

Iodividuated
group

co-operation

Illustrationsl

Group Singing
Orchestra.

VII

Long-term in
tegrated group
units.

Illustration:

Social clubs.

IV

Individuated
group

interaction

Illustrationsl

Table Games,
Intellectual
Games

VIII

Federated
action ot
long-term
!ntegrated
units

Illustration:

Federation of
social clubs.

IttThe Contribution of Group Work to Creative Living", North
western Group Work Associates, Synposium 1940 and 1941, Session V,
Section l, p. 25.
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APPENDIX C. PERMAN~T MEMBERSm P RECORD CARD



ROSEMOUNT BOYSCLUB INC.

Permanent Membership Record

Name ..... .................................................................
Date of Birth••••••••••••••• Birthplace••••••••.•••••••• Church•••••••••••

School •••••••••••••••••••••• Grade left school •••••••••• Date •••••••••••••

Father' s name ••••••••••••••• Birthplace ••••••••••••••••• Occupation •••••••

Mot.her' s

.05.10.15.20.25.30.35.40.45.50.55.60.65.70.75.80.85.90.95.1.00

.05.10.15.20.25.00.35.40.45.50.55.60.65.70.75.80.85.90.95 1.00

'"d
tr:1

~
>
~:
\.J:j ::d
~ 0
1-3 (f.l

~ ~
~

0- b:I ~
tn L~ 1-3..... ::u eo
Çl.. (f.l

~
0'1

(1) i:Q Cl
I-<j.... '"d (f.l- -::u

tr.I 0
0 80

êl tJj

0
~

ë1

Occupation •••••••

- -+

. .Birthplace••••••••••

Membership Dues

name•.••••••••••••.

,--------------
.05.10.15.20.25.30.35.40.45.50.55.60.65.70.75.80.85.90.95 1.00

.05.10.15.20.25.30.35.40.45.50.55.60.65.70.75.80.85.90.95 1.00

.05.10.15.20.25.30.35.40.45.50.55.60.65.70.75.80.85.90.95 1.00

e • • •

• •••

• • • •

• •••

Year

• • • •

• • • • .05.16.15.20.25.00.35.40.45.50.55.60.65.70.75.80.85.90.95.1.00

-j



Year Date Class No. Age P.E. Other Boy School & No.of No. of No.older
Joined Organi- Graie or bros. si sters br-o s , &

zation Employment sis ter e

- ~--------

- -

t-- I§--Year Address Phone Reside Parents Both at Father em- Mother em-
with living home ployed at ployed at

- - -_.-
- -

- -
-

t-- --
----

Other Information:

1

t-(j
t:Jj

~
:r>z
~ ~
8 (f.l

~ ~
~ 8- to Z

CI)
~

1-3
~

Po C/l ~
t\)

(1)
i=Q m

Kl ...:J
eo t-tJ t»
'-' - 1

::tl
tJ:j 0
0 80
:xl tIl
tj

0
:r>
E3
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