
ABS'lmA9U' , 

DUring the mid"-nineteentlh oentùryr, Brit'islh journallistls a.nd 

Britisli1 c:i:w.iil:iatœ in Gliina and' Grea1t BlritaiDl wereinterest':ed il1J tlie 

Taiping' RebelJlio~' 'llliefr degree of confidence in: tlie fulli'illment:, of 

Britisfu interests,in China in1]uenoed greatly their repo~ upom 

the 'llli.ipings" 'tl1io) were often; represented as,ti(lliristiam patrio1ts".' 

B'efore tlie Arrol'l War, a majorft;w olt' Briti:sh journallists oi.ited and. 

ma~ Britishl <niina-ooaBt c:ivd..l!1aus' f' l'lha:se wri tings were: :rr.e'quentllyi 

con'SUl.1:t'ed ~ Britisfu j-ournallist:s" a'5audoned hope in', tlie. 'Dàipings as 

am al!.ternati'\œ' t'o, Impermll ehinese r.ulJe.; Byr 18Bœ" man;w Brit±sliJ. 

jOurnalJiste, and other o'lise-rve:rs under.stood!, t'lia:lt. Britislh ci..VlflIiams 

eoulld: not trav:el!. llegalJl!y tlircmgliout Gtina ami coulJà: DOt- blJIr.Du.ence "tille' 

'.Dà.ipings in Nanking;4 '1lli:e tRests examines Briïtiislh offioiall, and ciVJtl}ialll 

ma1terialls and reports frolD1 <niina cOtTOerni.ng' the '.Dà.i'pings' t:o de1termine 

tlie. course of', and manyr of tlie influences upom,. Briitislh publltœ 

opiniOlll conoerning the Tai'Pings'; 
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,In! aekrmwl!.ed!pmenit." 1 wouiLld, l1ike 1iol express t'lianks 'tin rrryr Diiirecr.ti:ors 
, , 

of' Sit1ud:i~s' a1t Ma. Œli.lm llTDliv.:ersityr,. Frof'e:ssor P'.I]!' •. K. Li'ŒI.l and 

Prof"esso~ E:~ Laffeyr, for usei"Ul criticism and adv.d.ce·; Professor 

Lattey! direC'ted research: inl t'lie formative stageS' of wri1tl.ng: and 

ertiended assiistBxme' with: tlie rendermg: of' Chinese names~ l would 

aJl.sOl ll±ke te)) tliank P'rof'essor cr..a.:.. <furwen of 1mB S'C'lto'o·ll o:f' Orienta.l!. 

ami Afric8t1l S'ltudi.es of tb llTniwrsityr of' tondom and H1'ot'essor JTa.œG'Àb 

JT. GersOlJl of' 1ffi;e UniWrsityr Olf' 'D:br~) for 1t.ime fre:el"7! givem f'Gr 

discussiom and' :ror ad'Viia& aoncerning: bi1JilJiograpliWeall. ma:ti:eriall.s: 

:Erœf!e:ssor m.NT. ].1lieJ.1dltouse" me 64111fon,., R>..DJ. Marsliallll." and R. Vogell. 

<Jlf' "tiite IE5.:storyr Dapa.r..tme.nti: of' }te: Œli.JllL Universi tlyr liav.e: assis'ti.ed me a1t. 

'VJ8rious- riage:s o1f" re:sea.rcfu with a.dviae: and imi,eres1t. im tfte pro'j;3c:tt,;! 

1: woum allsoillllike to) 1ffiank Pro:f'essor .]Teroma elh'enJ of' the SCliDoll oe 

miisto.r,yr of' t1ie Universi tyr of' Leed:s-, Eng3land , for reading: a d'raft!:, Gf' 

"tihe thests and tpor suggesting: improvements i'n; the final!. d.raf~g: of 

the thesis. 

:ID1nallllyr 1: am> fo-r ev.er gra1re:fuil1 for tfte patient endurance, tita 

unders'tiamtl.ng-." and: t'lie manyï words ai enuo.uragement'· frOJD'l ID'!!! wif'e 

Eille.eme' 



PREFA<!rnl , 

ln. the IIIlid~neteenrt;lh cœn!liury·,. l!iini 1t.i slb jburnali sts and Bri ti slh 

civ;illiatœ interes1ied: in (ffi:d.na wrote at leDg,lilh of 't'heir Olfa interest:s 

i!tl. tlie treaty" port's in ~na. Tliese Bri1t.islh ciVJiIiaus oftem recommemled 

how tlteir OWD1 pariicullar int'eres1t.s oDulld. 1Ixe aonompllisheci. in tlie 

iDtterior of <n1ina. Bri ti slh alfficialJ pœlliaw im Oliina., partioul'arlly as 

i t affected!. tlœ aœtiw.i. ties of ]!ri tislb oi.w.i.lliaD.'S', was am impor1Jad 
1 

eousideratiom of manv of tlœse pulliio! oDservJers'; AJ!Otlter impor1lad 

de'Welopment, wliiœ!h at"tirae!ted tlie attention of wri ters im Bri taiu, was 

1tJi:e '.U8.iping Rebellllion in' etina. 

~ md.d1-Jr853" tltere were many journalists in:. Œrea1t Bri tai. am1. 
1· 

malIN' llIri ti slb O'i vilians in Great Dri taim and in e:fui.lIB. wlio were attrac..'lted 

'b3rT the idea of aDJ allterDatiue foron of offioial autliori V in Peking-. 

'lmis new foron 0,1' GovJernmeD1f;_ if esta1n1lislied: and giv.e!l1·tli:e support; of 

Bri ti slh offio:iia.llsp feasi lIilly c:oul1d. promote foreigm tra"lJell into the . 

interior of Çhina andl reeeiv.e represeD1liatiWls of Bri~slh o'Ommeroiall,. 

relligious, intellleotuall., amf polli tiall. inter~st-s. 

Am. in:l;erna]. re'&el]iom had broken out im ]850 in:;. Kuangsi ProV7.Ï.nce. 

The Taipings, as tH:e supporters of t'his polli tiaall. and: relligious 

insurrection were named, gatH:ere4 supporters aDd after œertaiD1 

md.l1i tary BUoeesses in the immediate ares;. of Kuangsi maroH:edi 1towards tlie 

y&lllg":tt.ze Ri 'Wer vralllle;yt and tlte anc:1i.ent Hiug c:api tal!. of lfalÙtiD\!:. DeforEr 

1853, 'llaiping folJllowers !iad mul':tiplied!, and· 'Daiping- chieftaius and 

tlieir armd.es !lad sliak:em looal!. llmperialis1t. officials ami' tfte HSiea-· femlg' 

Emperor witlb a series ofastonishing: and frequemtlly UDOpposed millitary' 

victories. :B~ April!. of ll·853,. tlte 'llaipings H:eJJd 1faDking-" ami rumours 

~I 
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were frequent im the treatJ' ports tliat tll:e TaipiDgs were planuimg: 

miDi taryr mo-euremts upom the coast and upom Peking .. Sir George BoDlIarm, 

tlie Supreme Pl.end.potentiary, bel1iev.ed:. i t: necessary to estatiislh 

formall. offiaiall Bri ti sl:h a:omliacrt wi tlh tHe Taipings in: mmking-.. 

Wliat vas surprising about reports that bd been: receiv.ed!. 1Ile:fore 

mid-1853 byr :Britishl o:f:fieiall.s in <mina and; bd passeci 'tia, ciw.i.l1ians im 

Great liIl"i'tiain was that these natiue iDlSurgemliS o:IJaimedi. to; ba: Christians. 
l 

'Phase reports ablo.' emphasized!. tbt im am era of ciVJili. war, tlie Ta.iping: 

armies att-emptecll to oontrol!. mil!ita17' eXCJesselJ against ehinese ei'VT.i.lians .. 

m:)wev.43r in! 1853 repor1ts" issue&. by t11e British ehina-coast pra:ss,EritislD. 

marchant s,. and lBri ti sh mi ssiomries im etiim,. l'lera generallly? consideredJ. 

to' be reliabl!e by. Bri tislh journalist"s and 'byr Sir Itreorge DGnham~ James' 

];eg~,. a Blri tish missionary im lIbngr Kong-, opemt'Y a.dmi tted in 11853 

tliat-, earlJier reports of Taiping': reIigious and moral.). character bd 

henl based! upon tlie rumours of Bri ti sh, md. ssionarie s •. 

Earlly im ]B53, foreigm civ.d.lians and a Bri tislh official!.. missiom 

jOurneyed1 to l!Ianking-.. SS"4nIralL Eti tislh acoounts and a Frencfu aocount; 

of tHe oftaraoter and military aims of the Taipings were rel1eased to t!e 

:sri tislh pub~o .. A.1t tHe satne time,. informatiom arriv.edJ. im Bri tain 

eoncœrning:- :sri tish offioial, and ciVliliam c:onltact wi 'tilb tlàe 'lr.riadj and, 

Smal!ll. SWordJ uprisings in, Shanghai a.nd Amtlrs-.. These uatift disturbanoes 

on. the coast were oftem OX)nfuseèll. withl tli:e larger uprising im tlie 

interior. Many journalists believ.ed tliat 1853 bd opened am era of 

interna]) disseDlSiom in ahina .. T!ieyr indicated'. im tlieir accounts tl:la.t 

the Mamrhu~ ElIllPeror and liis court woul'd disappear and tliat tlte ehinese 
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masses 'H'ould gllàdly absorb We-stern learning: and ]!ri tish imported:. 

goods .. BelJief that tlte Clliinese people were unopposeœ to such') improve.-

mamt was so, cnmmOll1. iD:! lBl"i taim tliat a comtri butor to tliB Edinilhurgih 

RBViiew founcll it neeessa~ in: October r855 t:o: expJlaim 110' Ms Britislh 1 

readers the differenoe betwee.n the Triad and 5malll. SWcmf. upri singj3 ami 

tli:a 'lfaipirrg- Re1ielllion. 

]m mid-r853, mos1t. :sri tislh wri ters belJieved: acmoUllldm aVJai]a1:UJe to 

tfieœ froŒ ~itisliland foreign souroes' prese~ed: relia~e informatiom 

comœrm.ng; Taiping religious and mnrall cdtaraC!tier,.T8iping: pO'lli ticall 

reIiabilli ty;r, and Taiping- promises 'tin foreignera .. cma.pter One ot the 

tll:esis studies botlh ta'VJOurabll.e and opposing- B'ri tishl publio accoUDIlts· 

of the 'D.B.ipine: insurgelllhl·. Ft; doea so wi thout striœtt criironollogw iD. 

am att-empt 11-0. re-create tlie atmospHere and nature of the Britislh 

publ!ic~ debate onmœrning tHe insurgemts': J.il'r0lDl mü.d~I853"titli.s delbate 

cemt:rec1 upom tlie religious"morall" am polli tica.ll woritlh of tH:s inBurgelllIti:s~ 

Bri tislil. wri tara preparee!!. tor 1ilie out come of tlle ciVli.ll war bU inquiriag:-

i~pri~ if ~aiping"promises' to toreigners wera genuiue and if the 

'Paipings would tolel'ate Bri tisH.1 c:iv:ilian: ac:tiv.i tyr in tlteir kingdorm. 

<!r.llapter Ons: indicates tliat :ari tislh oi"fiœi.ats wanted: simlÎ.lar informatiom 

Kiœwl!edlge ot 'l!aipi ng." rel!igious lJife, mnrall. andt polli ticall oliaracrl;er, 

and: Taiping- promises to toreigners l!ed! a numi)er of journalists am. 

esrtaim British oiVJi.liaus im atiiua to' onm:'lJllde that tlte C1iJl.nese peopl.e 

wanted:. greater intercourse wi th the British settl,emants om tlte ooast. 

'l!hese men understood tlia:t-·, Bl"i tish missionaries and others we.re failliDg 

'-:-1 
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during their trav:ells to illlSUX"gent C!IaIIlpS ta come im comtiact wi th!. masses 

of Cltines8 wlto were eager to' receive Wes1term ciVJilianse lihil.e the 

insur~mtts appearedl to ce vr.i.ctors inl tlie c:i.viD war,. tltese meD llIelliewd 

tlia1t. masses of Ctinese' were eager t:o accept'· »ri tism civ.iliza1tiom and: 1 

woul1d œome umier the imf'luencre of Taiping- ru.l2e .. ~m after '1ra.iping-
1 

chief tains liad renounmed BritisfuProtes~ etiristianit~aDd '1!'a.iping 

amies were lJeing; defeated:, t:trese wri ters refused ta: g,iv:e up hope 

tliat tlte mlii.nese wan'ted to 1my British importa and read Vlesterm 

lliterature .. 

Qbpter ']!Wo examines IDa.llWT :ari ti sm publ·ie. materials dealing- wi th 

tlte IreJœll!i~ IJlliase coJIIBis1t. oC reports of lieading authori ties im 

CDtiua ami' ertracts froIDI popullar aaccnm!l;s- in Bl"l:taim of the RebellliOD. 

p)" BUI"Vie~ of tltese aoeount:s indicates a near re:V1ersall. prior ta, ta· 

Arrow War in ][856) of Bri ti sm. puM.ic oonfidemre iIr. tile '1ra.iping insurgemlts. 

Before ];'856';" wellll.-knowm Bri. tish III1i.ssiouaries im mtilla,. 1ffil'dr home 

orgami.z~ticm.s, and other lBti. ti~h" oivilians wi th e1iilla interests begam 

1m express disc.ouragemem!; wi th Dativ.e insurreotion im <!:tilla. Beg,imm.J!IIg 

witlh the caommemtary of the EcH.n:burgh ReViiew im J1WLY" I853,.this attitude 

llIecomes partiœu1la.rl..;Y notioeable.' B.Yr :n:855 a.m\ before the Arrow ila.r,. tlIa 

majj>ri tY' of Bri ti slh periodicall. ami :sri ti sh ci -w.i.lian soura.es en ted 

exp.ressed caomf'idence in: British efforts ta bring :sri tisfu cd:Vlilization' 

t~ tlie Chinese masses. 

_ lI856"Wllse Britisfu ;i9urnalists and!. Britislit ci'Wi]';ians in, e'Jiina 

lIBdl gi'W8n\ upJ imteres-t im tlie. TaipingJ3 as am alJtenmtive to, IlD!perialis1t 

ruile im Péki~ 'lmes8' pu1Jlio obsel"Viers prepared! for a reJœwall. and 

, 
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erie_iom Du'war,if neo:essary, of BPitism treat~ priw.i.lJeges. 

Wliw didJ Bri tisHl wri ters consid:er tHe Taiping; insurgeUlts as- a 

nablle al ternati v.e to MaDIChu polli ticall rule im Peking? Wlœ:tt. ell.emeJd:s 

wi tliin relia 'ble Bl"i ti sHl amt FreJœti.l acc:ount s of tlte T'aipinp did 

:ki tism wri ters emphasize?, .bd fina.llJy,. wliat materialla,. repor1ts • 
a'Waillablle,. and other considerations drew ~ BBj:;trislb. jpurnalis'ls and 

e:i'Wilians awaYf frolBl the Il'à.ipings before tl1e Arro. War.? 
\ ' 

Certaim of these accounts liad hem wri ttem bYf D. Gallll.eryi- and: 

"fIlam ami AW BfItc" w110 vere E'renn1b .Tesui ts~' ~lJlLel7T and!. '!'mm Had 

evidemtly trav;elll.ed unliarmeaJ into tJie interior of e1iina and: }tact 

establlis1ied aontaet-s in :r853 vi tlh tJ:te lJPaiping rebeb a1l; lianking .. A 

majprity,r o-f British journal:ists and: Btitislb. a.iVJi.lians disagreed. witlh 

tJie findings of these missionaries. BritisHlwriters empliasize& 

nev:ertltel!ess that these JTesui ts liad trav.ellJed in tHe :i,nterior of œD.na 

wi thou1t a treaty arramgement wi th tHe MaDDhus. 'l!tie;W lmd: attrac'ted 

Qtinese c,on.vJerts and) liad pulfiished reliable aocounts of tHe TaipiJrgJil 

amll tJie etinese people of the interior. 

Iton Bl"i ti sh publier. oltservers were embarrassed' tlia1l; <!:8.ll.el7T and; 

T'Wam liad.! beem aDle tOl trav.ell. tlirougliout CtiJl& ami were: able ta. release 

in J!aly ][853 a· book,. F1lis1roirs.' de, n'::rDSUrrecftion em Cine" whticih tol~ 

of' tlieir e~1:oits.; The: British' Go'V1ernmeœtt. itsellt liad only relleased 

Parliamenlta17 P'apers Rellating to the <r.i.w.i.1l. War im mti_. iD! .A:.ugus1i; O!f 

rS53. 'l!hese Papera d:eall.t wi tlb. of'fiaiall.. correspondence rellating to tJie 

IIIl\SSiOlll to HankiDff, of Sir George' Bonliam: and Thomas Taylor Meadows,. 

a ehinese ltlterpreter to the Eri tish comml.; in Shanghai. lrm IllÏ.d-ll853,. 
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tlie British publi~ did not Ha~ a. re]ia~~e Eritishteiviliam 

cœnmenltar,w élf., e_ll1IIl!Ie:ijuiCtina"(,'.1;iooèoJl'pDe:t,rf;il.llrlt~f <C'.alll:e:rTt ad ban. 

lhgiDlllling: in mi~Jr85 3'" t'liere: appearedJ Bl"i ti slh wri tingff comrerznJll]g: 

<!lal1Jlery and Ye.m"s· work ami: otlIer availJabl'e materialis ocm:c:ernd.ng tlœ 

'D.&ipi~;; Jfanyy of tliese publ:io; aoœoumts opeDil!;v.r ~lJaimedl. tliB:t. tIte 

'l!aipings would seize poli tieall- authori t;w and ad~i sedi 1aIa:tt Bri ti'slh 

eiw.i.lians should trav.el1. 11;0 1'!laipi~upied~ areas' and est"abillislh contactt 

t'i tlh 'llaipinc cltieftaina .. <n1iap-'ti:er '!wœ ot' tlie tliesis dravs a1;i;lt,emliicmt t:o 

ellements wi thin Cl:alllery and Ymm"s am other reliable aee'Ounts . ot' 

tlœ lJIaiping insurpmts wh1Ï.olh inf'lluenaed' represemtati'es o.r Eritislh 

public: interes1ts im mtina ta) examine tlœ aoeoUl!ld;s of' these Frenclil Jfesui ts 

ami: 100\ searolh for more informativa aecoumts (jfIf tlie inland c,}Id,nesEJ';' 'Blis 

oliaptar at1tempts to expl'ain whyr manyl Britislb oiv.ilians did not abandon,. 

hope tlIa:t. tlIe <mD.nese were eager for :ari tislh improVJememlis" e'VlElm after 

tlie IJJa.ipings liad renounoed: tlIeir promises tCl foreigners.;1 

A lI.ctss of :sri tish publ1io oonfidemœ in tlie 'J!'a.ipings appears t. liaVJEl' 

fo-lJllowetf news of' 'lJa.iping: milJi tary dJefeatB im 1854 to :n855' in tlIe nartlil 

of mtina ami tli:e reassertion of :Bri ti sht emieavour in <mina': :Defere '!8BGî 

and tlie Arrow War, manyr British periodioall- and cdw.i.lian BourGeS vere' 

eager to.pro-,œ tliat tliB CIOneept olt nati~ insurgencw couilld not suoceed 

:lin Çld,na. 

CT.ertain wri ters bd indioatedi 1tliat tlie '1!aipings lackedJ. f'oreigm 

spcmsorship ami guida.n-ee:.: lIèf'ore t'lie Arl!OW Wa:u" thsse men liad deeided 

tli:at tlie 'lIB.ipings :tiact failed t01 t&ke tlie eapi tall.,.,and' tli:a1t. tlla. l]l8.ipings 

bd -·t'ai]sdJ to supplly the <nJ.inese masses wi th tliB generall. materiall. and 
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imttell!.eœ1iua.lJ.. impro~mentts wliialn-tlte Ghinese peoplle were demanding; .. 

'l1ftese mem adwca.tedJ. tli:a.1t Bri ti slh mi ssionaries and :Bri tislh meroliamti:s 

sllDuld traViell intOl tlie interior ta, promote Br:htislh imprQ\œmen1liB; 11t 

waa 11Qrtt. mereDy œoinoidemre, tli:a.t news of' tliB f'ailure of 'l"aiping 

campaigns. in the nortlh vas aocompanied!. lin SOIllE Bl-i -tislh aaoo11!ltlœ wi tlh 

reports desoribing the journe;y]B o,f' Elritislh missionaries. into, tlta interior 

ami' <md.Jœse hospi tali t;w tG> tRese f'oreign vi si tors';' 

E'br tltese :sri tish oi"Wilian:s,. DBtiv.e: insurgemli DlJ)v'ements woulid f'ail!. 

ilm <miDB untill. tlts Clid.us~pJriipllg almorbed Wes1term aommerœial!. gains" 

Westerm tecriinoDoŒ~ Nestern1 rel:ie1otl~and ea:ucatienaD.. lif'e and properlly 

respec:ttect westerm poilli tica.l1 id'eoliogr, .. '.I1hese wri 1i:ers indica.t:edJ. tb:t; 

1before a nati-.re insur~m!; mOViemem!; could BUoaeed, im etillB., th <minase 

1I'I!llS1t alllG.w Western scmoll.l&rs and! Westerm traViell!.ers intCDl the in'tierior 

l:esiœes eJEciian:g;.ngi tlts secrets of' Gllinese scàtoll.a.rship ami. nat.l1rall 

resourClleS f'or Westerm teoli:ml.queSe 

cr.œrtlirow 1tb:. Malmhw regime= anill. wo:uld no'ft allllow Bri tislh missionaries 

and! œtller oi'WilianB to direc,1t lJ'aiping religious am e.CDOnoJD1Ï.e: llif'e. As 

tlie 'l!'aipiJIlP d:iJd! not we!crome lBri tish oiVJilian guidance,. 1IliaS8. obse~rs 

argue dl. tli:a.t; <mina uecœd!. a period~ of relativ.e. polli tioal1. cralla,. duriilrg!: 

wlili.cdh Bri tislb ci'Vlilian:s ~uld improv.e (!Stinese lIife~ 'l!liis imterpretatiom 

d'oes expllaim wh;w a wri ter in BIDaokwood" sin' ]'854 f'ound:. tlie Gltinese 

ŒHaraoter tOl be anti-revoDntionary and w~anotlier in F855 wrote tftat 

tlts cmn.nese were indeed sllow ta: make a rewl!utien.: 
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Wri ters who fellt this W&T oail.ly mentioned the '1!8.ipings wl:ten 1me;W 

i:œterfe2'ed; with British ciVJi.lian tra'VJell and wll'em they re:sisted tlIe 

efforts of foreigJtJ officialls to tra-v:el to 1!taDking': lrm tlie:s& publiœ 
L 

aoeo.unts,. tll'e '1l8.ipings Md DDt· reeeiva any furtH-er fav.ourabl!e memtioD 

frGIIII IH" untill Rear-AdbIclrall. Hbpe "s imt:e1"VJembiClml. agains1t 'lfaiping; armie:s 

. !Un Ji802 O1Ilt's:iid.~ of 5lia.ngliai': 

B.w :r857(, sudJ. British writers suppor1œd: tll'e Britisli, G'ovenmœmt""s 

pollio3'T tœ pim specifiœ treaty" priv.ileges by force frcaur. tlie Jrmperiallmt 

regime in Peking-.' Begimming- im JE85J, British journalJist:s recœgmi.zedi. t1i:e 

'Waliue O't a milli tary aampaigm ter. mm treat;w priVJi.De~s from tb Jfanefuœ 

for Britislh m:V1il1ialIS~ JIW 18571,. these ol!lse~rs ClOmrlJud:ed! that: tlle 

type of' milli tary mO'VJement conducted. b31' forces under tll'e Superintende~ 

of' tlie: EarlL of' E]gim _de it ~1nperativ.e tlia1t the Imperiallist; C11o'VJernmed 

survi'VJe the ~([Q%ld' (l}tina War jatd tlIa:tt" if a1t am. po:ssibb',. :Britislh 

tro:ops De kept away froDIJ the treatyr ports. ]m am era in whicfu tlie '1!&ipiiugs 

reo:eiv.ed li t1tJla f'avoura"lrlle publio notia:e :im Great Bri tai~ ]![JJackwood!'s 

re:C!:OJIDDemfec1l im Jr859i tlta:tt Imperia13is1t officialldom. im Pèkiug ce. re::inf'orcedi. 

sa· tliat: tll'e Emparor coul1d honour Bri tislh treaty priVJi.l1eges of ]858:.. 

THis patterm of .British journalistiœ and oiv.d.lian opiniom conmerning 

tll'e 'lI8.ipings ind'ica1tes that byr :rr856 and bef'ore the Arrow War, tli-ere 

were VJi.gorous argumemts for a more f'orcefuil. offioial: Bri tislb offiœi.a1. 

pollio3'T in ehltna and! fGr tlie expansion of Bri tislh ciVJi.lian rella1ti.ons 

ritlh tlle l!iDperiallists ami the 'ID:l.ipings .. Tlie sou:r~s' ClODlS1Iil.Ltedi. allsœ 

indicated!. t1ia.1t once El"i tislh journalis1ts and Bri tislh ci'VJi:Dians in <mtDa 

b.elllJe:vJedJ. tliat onilJ;y Bri tislh endea~ur woulJd satisfYf a <mdiDa.se demand; for 
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:iimprovement ,. native insurge~ detraated! from Bri tislh effor"ti:.s to-, 

influence tl:te <minese.: PreVlious to:' tliis assertiom of Bri tislil effec1;i'U'e-

ness·,tlIe Taiping>: Re'DellJiom in GltIina liadi BUg~stecJi to', oertaim Britislh 

ciVlilJians how Western civilisaticmJ, represenIted im some fol'lm b;yr tliB 
1 

~ipings,. wouIDd infDuenae. the etiinese people. 

Tfie orucdalJ. area of aonsideraticm in tli:e body;r of tlie thesis 

hcames the poin1ï i.in time whem eacfu Bl':itislh wri ter discov..ere.dl tlia"ti; 

Bt'itislh co:w.illiians eoul.d~ bring; tell iniam cemlires im <mina Britislh 

relJigious wri tings and' lIIr'i tislh impor1t goœs .. A1I; tliis point; in time" 

and:. sliortt;y thereatter" a percœpti ble ahange im attitude oona.erning· tlte 

'llaipingscam 1Je deteotedJ iin JIŒl.!IF aocounts .. '!'he -lih«!ls concludeafroun 

mate ri al s' ci ted!. in the terl tliat enllightened; selif-imlieres1t was tlte 

major fO.rc:e bellli.ndl BTi tish civilian am! periodioal' loss ot inii'eres1t 

im native insurgeno;y im <mina .. 

Al1.tli:ouglh a 'Dod;y of !!ri tislh publio: ma'terialls were issued!. in ]ffi)O 

~ ]86~ after a series of Britisli.missionar,wand ottieial1. encounters 

wi tlh tlia 'lraipings,. and allthouglh frOID! the Ume oi" tUe Earl1. c·f Ellgin "s 

mliissiom inl Jr858: to in1and <mi:Da, subs11antialJ. publia; notice was ~v.em 

tCJI Btitislh o tficd al!. oontaœt with tlte Taipings"Britislh publlio: opiniom 

lœ.dl sta bili sed!. i:!l seM 5~imEr', t1lit-.21jmoCDOO1f&lt,~~:tb..BUQj:œ:8V·:of' 

Datliv;e insur~JlX)Y7:lin e:hiDa~ 

C8rta:lim twemliieth~emtur;y Western s~llars b:œ arguod tb:tt am 

officiall. pollioy of neutrali t;w ati:araœtterizedJ the at hast aompJ.lioa1œct 

series œr de.ili}" (JrUta:MoFficiall. and cd'Vlillian emro.unters wi tlh the 

]'mperial2is1ts,tlie Taipings, tlie lJ!riadJ, and SDlal!l. SVord insur~mli8 ... 
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BlOwe~r l:Jo.tlh offiaial .and publio :eritislh evidenœe es1ia.lImislies tl!a1t. 

s"tir:iicrlt "iœutralli ty;'" was reoognized' tO) lie inappillicabl1e OD.'. the <mina. 

l!Iefore l!B56 ,.]!!ri ti slh ci VJilians in <Œl"eat Elri tain\ and <mina ope. 

rEfClOmmemie(l1. a renewall.. csf armed hostilli ties lietweem Gl'ea1;, liltt'i taim andl. l 

tli:e Imperial <nm.nese Œovermnent.; Publli.o· and! officiall. evidemre indicates 
1 

~liat; botlh lh'i tish civ.d.lians anif Bti tislh official1s imlierfered: t1lroughowlt 

tli:e period :rr853 tel' :r.862 in bel]igerent affairs. ltaDW w:ri ters im Great 

Br:itaiIl'. and British offioialls and:. aiv.d.l!ians in <fuina. œmiidlyadmittecf 

that; Britislh official!. inte~ntiom im the ac:tivities of the <md.nese 

warring parties w&s tli:e IDOst equitable W&JY to guarantee: tlie survival. 

of tli:e treaty-pori. systeDl1 and tO) f'urtlier British interes"bs outside olf 

tlle foreign settllememts. 

'llliis the sis is limi ted im sc ope to:· a study[ of tli:e materials and '1.' 

foroes responsible for tHe oreaticm olf Briitish oivilliam opiniom in 

Great Bri taim ami cmizœ. o.ono:erning tli:e Tàiping RebelllliCln.; S1iud.YJ œr 

twentietlh-oemtury Westerm materialls rellating to: the 'llaipings :Ls 

advisabilJe as welJJl.~' 

Bri tisli1 P."arliamentary Papers rellating to tHe Œi.vd.l!. war in C!:3bina were. 

avanDabDe to the majorityrof Britislit jOurD&iists consUnte~ ami wer& cite~ 

as major souraes in artiai'es d'ealing: with, œtiJl&. llY!()œ:·IIIi.~]'S!;.3i:.Britislil 

writers of'tem oritioizedJ,praisedi,or commentec1i upcrm Bti.tish <!mILna pollic;W. 

Ezaminati~ of official!. oorrespondemœ rellating to tHe Rebellliom, wlIli.clh 

l!Iri tislh wr:liters did;. e:i te frequemlilly, indioates tlla1t. a re-in'tierpretation 

of" Bl'i tislh official!. ami oiVJilian relJations :lim tli:e period :n:850 tG Jr864 



.,.. 

xi 

witlh tlie bellli.gerents is in..order.' :Britislh publliœ and officaial ma:tieriall.s 

were issued in the mid-nineteentlh centur;w w1ticlh suggest t1lB.t a :eritislh 

d'eC'laratiom of " neutralli ty" o1f'fered conv.emient justification for tlie 

type a1f' official1_ :mritish! poillicy wliiclh was enacted untill li:862 by 

l!Iri ti slh cai 'Wilians and of'fioial:s.lloreov.er,. i t vas- videly recagni-zeit tlia1t 

Bri tish aonsulls vere unable ta prev.ent Br'i tislil cdvilians frolD1 openiL;y 

aonf'erring vith belilligerent authorities" ami tb.1t :Britislb CJiVJil:ians 

iD. e2iiua exero:i.sed muclh initiatiVJe frolD1 :rr853 to :rr8'62 in esta13iIlishing 

contact vith tlie TmlJligerenllis. Bi:Jw muolh freedolD1 Britislb ciw.i.lians liad.: 

tOi cond'tlll'ti: relations vith tlie ~nese lœlligererrlis lias not beem 

BinreVJer, a ari tique Olf twentietlb-c.entur;y interpretations of' 

B'ritislb officiall and' civilian relJations with tlie llell1igeremts and a 

studyr of Britislh Pàrliamentary Pàpers relJating to the ciVJill. var in Chie 

are somewD:a1t outside the limitations of the thesis .. llJhese two' areas of 

study have much assisted the author to' oomment upon midl-Viœlioriam 

o:i.v.ilian materialls which deall. speoifioalJlly ri th1 the 'lIaiping: relJells. 

As an independent unit of study,li: ha'lte inoiudedl in Appendix A a disauss-

iom ~ certain twentieth-centur;w interpret:atiorrs of :sri tislh rell.a.tions 

ri tlh the llellligerenb. Tlii.s discmssiom makes refere:ame tO) speo:i.fic: 

Blri tislb oiVJilian and'. official sourcœs of t1le mid-Dlineteantlil o.enrtury. 

Yln AppeDdix 19I"usinm: of'fioiall. sources, Jr liave "tiracœdl tlie outlines of 

l3ritislilofficial rellatious frolD1l!853 to' I862 with the belligerents.~ 

Bri ti Sh1 wri ters dia: frequently refer to the sources :rr bu usad! im 

&ppendix Hl .. MoreOVJer,- tlie Vtiev of Britisli~ officr:i.al policy wtiic!h :E liaw 

_.-.. ~ 

:1 
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takem in Appendix Bl is aorrobora'\ed!. im Britislh publiC} ma.terials': MaDIW 

of' these public materials appear in Ctiapters 'l'.Wo' ami 'l!hrea' of tlte. 

tertt.;:Appendix ~ and:a; are thus intendedl. tOl expliain. in more detail eertain 

Bri tism publiic reflec:tio.ns from ]850 tO) Jr8ô2 ooncerning Bri tislh 

o~fioian po]icy in etiina. 

:Et is important to understand that throughout ]:853 manu- Bri tislh , 
puM,Iic~ observers of the ci'Wil war and of lBritish CDtiDa pollioy wondered 

how l!ODhaIm"s dealaration of nom-intel"'reJl1l;icm woulJd be iJl1l;erpreted bT: 

British oonsul·s.Ona.e tliese obseners laœw tlia1t British consulls didl IlOt 

pre'VlElnt :British ciw.i.lian interferenoe im bemiigerent aotiv.i ties, tliese 

Olbserv.ers freely iINeatigated;. opportuni ties to· pursue religious, 

oommerClia1J."p4IDi. tioal,humani tarian,or intellleatualJ. projjac1ts im tlie interior 

Certain o~ations oan be made to) mw selection and extensiv.e 

treatment of CtiiDa materialJs in sev.eraD. periodicans~tQ\ the selection 

O'!f' the 'l!imes:_Ci1!f' Bondon" and extraris from tlIa" Br:iitislh <mà.na-coast 

prftlss'; otlier valuablJe and intlluemtiall Bri tislh jOurDals and: nawspapers 

of'tem incduded,'. materials in this period cm <mina. ~ wider sell..eo.tian ott 

Bri tislh quarterlies" weekllies, and other Bri tislh jourDalls tmLglit: inolud!e 

the Westminster and FOreigil1. Quarterly Review, tlis Egguomis1t,. the DUbllim 

"CmlL-œrsity Jragasine, ancf the l'fortlh BritislhReview.' Otlier British 

nawspapers which! could be consul tecf are tlte lIIanahester Guardia!!!, tlie ~,. 

wltioih incduded materials t'rom ~nell SUkes of Aberùeem, and tlIe Londom 

and ~tiDa Express': 
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~;:~-~li(.lW_ithout a suitable guidewark" tll:e prClcess of" researclh and: inv;esti-

ption fs oftem llaborious. mertafm artioID.a:s and. ac:aoumts vli1iolh incduded 

ma.terialls· dealiing witlh tmina o:ttem ignorJtll:e subjeŒlt. of" re'&e1lliom in 

c:fullna.. lmambers lIa JTourna.lI;,. im pc.rticmlar" wliilJe informative and qui te 

emtertaining-, requires a oertaim. degree llJf patieno:e f"rorm tlie re.searoitBr. 

Tet; <me sliould emphasize tl1:e positive ef'fects of" tli1is resear.a'l~ A 

jliorcuglh examinatiC!m ofna welllL-rounded.' selection crt Eritislh quarterlly 

amI: oiV!.i.1ian materia1s wlü.olh deall. vi th tll:e 'J!8,iping- Rebellllion f'rom 

:r850 tOJ lT862 should reso1ve tHe prob1elBl of f'irst aaquaitrliing onesellf' 

wi tlh tll:e bod$ of' :Bri ti sh materialls and sourcreworks a:wailla.b1e. Periodicall.. 

artio]es deve10ped the speoif"iœ eHina. interes~s of tll:e journall. Qna ns 

czr,f"tem JLef"t to.-, cttnmeelti spec.ifiœ ClOmmenta.r;y œ.r a :sri ti sh jOUl'1la.lli st cm am 

issue ta. preC118ding am! 11::l,ter œommerr.liaries œ.r tll:e j-ournalL Œm t1te sama 

:iisSWl''; Oftem tC!t understand a wri ter"s :'h,oatilli t1' to polli ticalL dissensiolll 

im eti.ua,. one must iDll7Je8tiga~: hts partioullar interests i~ ~tine. nOïtin:c 

his dissatisf"aeticm,:i:f present, witlh Bititislh o1ffieiall. pœllioy.' 

l'Iforeuver, to) attempt at the master"s llev.ell tOI gai'n a. passing: 

ao:quaintamœ vith t'Oo wide a se1eo:tiC!Jn of" inf'luent:liall. Britislh quarter1ies 

and nevspapers dea1ing witlhthe Taiping Re~lllion could 1ead t~ serioue 

organizationaU dif'ficulties': Ym an;y one artiolJe, a jpurna.llist- md.ght des

arille British official.! pollioy oonoerning the belligerents inlOhina, take 

notias of tlie be1l:igerents,and eriend a series of reoommandations 

f'or Britisliloivilians and British aonsu.JJs in China to, foll]ow. 

A jourua1ist vouDd of'ten iàsue a cono1uding statement alout tll:e 

'.llaiping rebells wliiolh did not rewal the erien:\; of' his determinatioul for 

1 
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the succass or failure of nati'U'e i:nsur~nayï in <n:m.na. .. I]}lie :Bl:'i tish 

QuarterlJy Review andl. m!a.ckwoodifS ltfagazine are ex~plJeB: of :Britislil '7 

jouI'JIBlls wliich im:Ji,Uded remarks which,ou:It. of oonte!rt , eoulld mIi.slead a 

read'er. 1 

Mcsi; indïvidual)s wlio wrote aoncerning the Tà.ipings ».ad particullar 

{mina interesits. ~hers"s .!ournall. and BIIlackwcod:"s Magazie appeared'. 

to represemt Bri. ti slb intel1ll.e<rliuall ami poli tieall interes1t in the inter-

jjor 011' ClJJi.na. ~lDIIlSrciall. and re]igious interest-s were secondaryr 

concerna to tliese joUl'Dalls .. 'De Edinburg!b. Revie" and' Fraaer"s 

JIagazine app.ear.eàl. represemtati'VJ8. of' :sri tislb c:cmmerCliall and po:Jli tieall. 

interes1t in tll:e interior of tniin:a. .. :sri ti sm religious and intellectual,L 

interesim were of seconda~ importance to these j~urna.l:s. 'Plie Britism 

QuaIrterlly Reviiew supported'. lBlritis1:b Protestant interests in t1i:e interior 

o-f C1tIi.na. Fronr. Ta,3 to r856i,. the journal. a150 pu1bil.islied~ materials 

witfu specifiœ plans to further ~itislb po]iticall.~ intelll.eetual, and 

aommercial1 aime im <mina. 

'Ilhe 'fimes_Jias been aonsul ted to show tlie enthusiaSllll of t1i:e ~i tislD. 

press in. earlJy r854 for the impro:v:ement of (ffiilŒse life..aml to '81tow tElle 

interesit; of tlie .BX'i ti slh press during: tlie winter of 1'853 to: ]854 in t1i:e 

adVm.m:e of the '1!aiping nortlierm army towards peking .. Wi tlb reports of 

'.tta.i.ping mili tary failure,. the 'Dimas beœame a aonstamli œri tic: o:f n:a.ti ve 

insurrection i·m e1iina .. -If(-J. s. l!Irego~ fs rasponsible for tlie groundwo\rk in t~, fièlld!. (J,f 

*: JI.S. Grego177" Greait liRt'i taim and t1ie Taipings (Londo::n,.]969 J,. 
pp.'I50-152.i 



(-) 
~ïtishloffioiaD. and eivilian ~tudes c~neerning tlie ~iping: 

RebellJi~ Jrm his recsnt boo'k,CJreat :sri taire and the Taipings,. 

Professor Gregory took a wide seDeo1lion, of Bri ti slh periodicalL ma:tteriall.s 

and ~itislilmissionar~, merchant, and other accounts and considered 

tlielD1 representati ve of Bri ti slh ci viliam materials whiclh dealLt wi tlh 

tlie Taiping Rebellllion .. Al so ci ted in my Bi bliograph.y,r are 1ii s unpubli sltedi 

Pli. D'. tlIesis,. :Ek'itish Ai.tti.rtudes and Rollic;yr'll'owardJs tlJe 'l!'a.ipiDlj 

Re1lelllliam.. 1ms artioles im the .,Journal) of Alsiam Studies and tlIe 

:JrournaD. of Religious Historyr" ami his reoent p'uliJlication,GreaLt Britaim 

and tlie 'l!'a.ipings; 

Ttilis the sis examine s oertailll of the bi bliographiœ.ll. ma:lteriall.s 

tœed'. bl7 Prafessor Gregoryr as vellll. as otlier Bd ti slh periodicmll. and 

civâIaam souroes of opinion. ~ fuill. treatme~ of certain of Professor 

Gregor;wts quarterl!y and oivilian Bri 1iislh ma1leriaDs indieates tlla1t 

certain Bri tislh quarterlies did not fol!]ow tliroughout the period 

:n:853 to> Jr862 as unilaterall am approaol:h to tlie 'Dà.iping rebelJ.s as lie 

sug~riB. :1t is my belief tha1t more ca.refull treatment sliouilld be givem 

to a series œf articles dealing in the period' :n:850 to: IS62 l'li tlil. 

specifie: Clmua interes1l;s Q1f tlie Britislh Quarterly Revie.,. Fraser"s 

Mapzina. tlie Edinburgh Review" Billaokwoad "s Edinburgh Magazine,. and 

~bers~s Edinburgh JburDaD~ 

Eac-1il Bri tislh journa.l in this group wrote oliaracteristically 

concerning the rebeDs~ without full!. treatment of certain arti~les by 

Britislhwriters dealing with the ~aipin~ or tlie concept of nativ~ 

insurge~, one cameasily misinterpre~ a ohange in a.ttitude ~ 
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md.sllead:iingr croncluding remarkl!t im certairr, artioJles. '1Im.s is eertainily 

tH:e case from mid-:rr853 to ]856 with artioles iDl tlte Britislh Quarterly 

Renew" lIIIJackwood '!s Maezine fi and t1te Edin:burglh Re'V7iew. 

Professor C!F.re_gory's inv.estigation CIIlf' BX'i tish oivilian souroes 

in the period ][8150 tœ :r864 is laudab-lle. Ye1l: otlter interpretations cam 

'De drawm from his materials, ami ot1ter sources eDam be used': 

'l!a.king' erlraa.ts from books reviewed by journalists in the 

Edinburgli, Review and the British Quarterly Review and using themas 

a basis for extensive study of Eritislhcivilian materials r one finds 

tlia1t certaim British and foreign oivil:ian materials dealing with tlie 

'lIaiping Rebellliom liad: more influence upon B'ri tish journalis"tis who: 

folll.owed e~nts in <mina than has previouàl!y been illlnstrated. C'alliery 

and 1\œ.m"s ll'îstoire d'a ll"L'iIlSurreotioul en etine" Abb' IDl:a:"s The ~lIœse 

E!D!Pire:, 'F.'ll'. Meadows"s; 'nhe Clmnese and their Rellellions, ~nder 

Fishbourne "s rmpressions of <mà.na.,. and the wri tings of Wa.lter Medhurst 

(Sezid.oir) slioulld De more thoroughly examined:.' 

Early chapters of T" .. 'F. Meadows's Tl:I:e Chinese and theirRebellions, 

which deal.l with Meadows"s early contaat tdth and cr~ticism of reports 

of tlie 'Dà.ipings ,describe M'eadows"s opinions before mid-:r853 c.oncerning 

tlte Taipingsl.! La:ti:er ahapt-ers of the work descTibe Bri tislh and; foreign 

eDOounters wi th the Taipings and Meadows"s opinions efter mid:..I.853 of 

tH:e Taipings •. 

MOl'eover, in the period JJ852 to- 11862, ReportE of' tlte BTi ti sl11 

ami' Fbreign Bâbille Sooiet;w from <mtna. i]liustrît'ed! the 

opinions of Jir:iitislb <lnl:d.n:a-eoas1t m1i.ssionaries,.kemil:lers 

1\ 

activi ties ami 
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Missiona17 S'ocnet;w in ~hina were frequemt contributors to tbse 

Repor-tts. Acroording to the Reports, manvr of these missionari'es and their 

collporteurs were travelling before :r856 into tli:e interior. 

r.D1i:ese Reports remain, a usefull. sourcre of information concrerning the 

aœliivi ties and wri tings throughout the mid;"nineteen1thl centUl'YJ of' wel!ll.-

knowrn Blritislit <mD.DB.-Coast missionaries,suem as JTames I1i.egg.e,.wall.ter 

Ile dliurs1t(Semior },. Wc. Ku1i.rhead, and JToseplil Edkin-s. 'lIti:e wri ti.ngs and 
1 
ac:tiVii ties of thes~m on beli:a.lf of the lliondon Missionary Sooiet;w 

and tli:e Bri ti Shl and F-breigm Bi bilJe S'oaiet;w indioata tlie erleml; of tlie 

influence a foroe of nati~ insur~ntsr a]aiming to be Christiane, 

ooulld exeroise upom many representativ.es of :Britishl Gbina intere-s1ts.· 

'mie tliesiis' :ils lillllÏ.ted to tH:e period !B50; to 1862 for sev;erall. -

" reasons .. :!r850 appears to be tlie standard date for tl1:e increptioul (l,t 

tli:e Kua.n:gsi :rrnsurretItion. Koreover, Rear-AdmIirall. ROpe llaunched his 

'miirty-Mille Radius campaigm. im .ra.nua~ and Febuary ]"8"62 outside tlie 

Sliangliai city limi ts to' remove the forces of the lliopll. King: (tlte . c.liung

Wang») from; a radius of thirty 1DIi.1es froll1'. the oi t;w of S1iangliai .. llOpe "s 

JŒi:lli tary and navall. intervention in oo-operatio-n wi tlh tlie Evier-Wictorious 

Ararq under F-red'eriok 'D.bwnsliend Ward has beem studied: in deptlh byr 

coDtemporaries and twemliieth-aemmury historians. Professor Gregor,w 

bellieves HOpe"s inte~ntion aDd subsequeDIt approvall. a€ tlie Britislil. 

G'ov.ermaemli was the termina,lL point o:f an official Blri tislil pollioy of "tteut-

ali ty"· towards the 1lellligeremlis in Cl:blna. 

:BegiDDing in mid~53, Bl':Utislh civ!i.lians were cODllPeJtll.edi for a 

number of reasons to take notiae of the ~iping rebells in tns interior 

,-----------1 
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of G1bl.ma. and of other insur~ftts on the coast. 'Dhese publJiœ observ:.ers 

advised British readers to' review interests in iniand GHina ~oeording 

tOi the aourse suoh wri ters expeotedi the rmtiv.e insurgents to pursue .. 

Bbwev.er,,~ ]:856 amI. before the Alrrow War,;tlie majj)ri tyi of :sri tislh 

journaDs and Eritish aivi]ians oiteœ Rad: studied the Taipings and 

tl:teir owm Gtina interests, 13.m.i i t became apparetrli tliat the furtli-era.nee 

arr Eri tislh GhliDE!. interests predominate.ci!~ Bri tislh pu1fl.iœ suppo:Mt for • 
• 
Dativ:e insurgenoy in <miDE!. visibly deWlined!. a1t. various times betweem 

:n:854 and :n:8'56":.. 'Dlie keyr oHronol'ogyr and: majOr emphasis of tlie tliesis 

tlierefore fa]lls upon tlte period r-853 tOl JI856'. 

][8'62 ltas alJso:. beem oiiosen as a terminaD. point; to emphasize tlia1t 

a majority of Britislil journals oited.l and} of British oi'rllians in (lli:ina 

were not visibly influence(E by; the appeara.nce Œf aertaim Britislh public 

ma1reri·alJ.s in: JI860' h,vxmring' tlie Taipings.' ]l'rOID! :n:856) untill ]862, Britislh 

jpurnalls and: Bri ti sh oi villan souroes ci teœ, liadl not; ohangee! tlieir v.die.w 

Gf tlie Taipingso Jrm ][ti!>41" a wri ter in BIDaokwoClldJ l1s opelÙJy suggested~ 

0:li:d.nese. towns wliiolh should 'De open:ed te::.:mri ti sh, commerce :iJm the 

l"angtze:,. and: a comliributor to Fraser,rs Maga.zin-e coulld similarlly advoca:tte 

in :rr8B7f that N'anking,. t1ie 'llà.iping- «api ta],. woulJd be a valuablle entrJt.llO"'tt 

for Rt-i tislh offiaia]s to demand' frolD'l tlte :rrmperialis1t GOv.ernmeml:. 

1!J'nd.erstanding the caloulations of Rri tish wri ters for a fav.ouralJJ1e treat;w 

set~J1emeDt and noting British oivilian determination to: strengtltemtlie 

]mperialist (fbv.ernmeDt so, it coulld fulfilL :Blr:'itislh treatyr priVJile~s of 

]8BSl and ]860J,.it folliowed that favourabJ1e public: and offioial!. 8c:counts 

Œf tli-e ~ipings were out of keeping with British interests~ 
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Understanding,' this- situation,. :r hav:e chosem to examti.ne tli1Dlse 

:forC"Els producing strong- Bri tislh periodicall and civi.lliam opposi tion~ 

tO) the ~ipings~ 

~e brav,er~of âertain young ~itish missionaries and I~sàCftar 

Rcberti:s~ am Americam Baptis1t mtissionaryr~ in el1ina is demonstrat".ed:. b;W 

tlieir re]a~ons during x860 and ]86y with the ~ipings in SooctiDw anill 

JlaDkinlJ:' .. 'Dliese missionaries pulldislied' aOlirounts of' tlieir trav;ellB- in 
1 

tlie Bri..--tislh ~n:a-ooast press and other source s,_ but tl1eir optimistio: 

de.sc:riptiom C1JJf r.Daiping religious zeall. and 'Dà.iping- plI'omises t:oJ foreigners 

:' 
aid' not appreciably alter Br~tisli:publie observations~sucfuas the 

aptinion- et' w. 19fuirheadJ~:Olf' the e'orresponding: e:cmmœt;eet~·Fl'kh~t_(tt'bt:t.!àDd 

Elbreigm Bi bl1e .Sb-cietyr in S1iang)ia:li': 

8.Jptl8mJij.opuillltCll âpjlilis1i!td.1om to tliese md.ssio:na.~ reports of I860 to 

X80r appeared! in tlte wri tings of 'llliomas W'. makiston and' R..JT. l!"orres1t. 

Oppositiomal1so fa[nowed in n862 in tlie writings of Issachar Robert-~ 

and' in ]863 :lin tlte wri tings olf' JTosephrJEdldns.~ Tlie wri tings of' Sir JTohn 

]!l' .. Dà:wis,.Re~. l!Iblllmes, am Americam li!B.ptist, mti.ssiGna177 im China,. and 

of W. Mwirliead typif';W Btitishl oiviliam observaticms from Jra,6i tOI JI8"62 

concBrnœng the 'Dà.ipings~ 

Pre.vious to the oivil.! war~British writers and British civ.d.lians 

wb teK am interesit in <mina liadJ. de-u-eloped. <mina. interests.! Defore: tl!Jle 

first reli~ble ace.ounts of the Rebellian had arrived in Britatm, Britis& 

wri tars and1_ otlier civ-ilians had al.ready issuedJ maDN' aocoumts oif tlie 

Otinese peoplle" Emmpl'es o-f' œi.nese in.t'ransigence am illustrations of 

Clbinese otiaraœtier a:ffected :sri tisl:h wri ters differentl.ly. Te1t tltese 



emphasized their owm failure aM tliat of Bri tislh officials, Bri tislh 

mdssionar,r bodies~ finaneiaD. groupings, and interested manufacturers 

'tiOl erleml impravememts of \'Testerm civilizatiom ta) tlIe Clii.nese people. 

~ ~neBe GOvernmeDt ha~ not openeœ up the interior for Westerm 
1 

traveli and resea.ro~ 

'lIlte 1fl!lJ.t!'~d.uotiœn whiolil follows desori bes a reaction of certain 

Britislh wnters and otlters to' Britain"s fai1..ure ta oonvince tlIe 

Ma.nohus to acaept Western oivilization. Tliis early publi~ oommenta~ 

:ils strikingly similar ta tlia.1t. ~ many.r of tlIese seme observ.:ers whem 

tlte;'l7 reali zed' the;yr GOulli not inflluence the T'a.ipings to acroept Bri ti sh. 

improv.ememts.; 

,-
1 
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INTRODUG1l']ON 

Af"ter the 'lTreaty of NaiÙdng lin :n:842,. Bri tisfu jpurna.lis1ts, 

British civilians om the ~ina coas~,. and other interes~ed parties 

were troub]ed. by' th-e terme of the treaty.: settJlemenrt wi thl tlte Manclius, 

by,r knowll.ed~ ot' <minese bi tternes.m tll:e treaty porits towards 
t 
:British oivilians,and 'Dyr the realization tlia1t. Bri tislb civillians 

oould not le~~lly trav,e]1. in tlie interior o:f Cliina •. Bri tisfu wri ters 

stoutly defended notions of good faith withltli:e Gbinese peopDe wHicfu 

th-e British Gbv~~nment lied exercise~ whemestabliShing jUrisdictiom 

over the foreign settlement araas of the five treaty por~s amd Hong 

Kong. '.!!liese wri ters argued that tfuis good fai tlillte.d enhanced <minese 

and foreigm prosperi ty in Cliina~ :nuring the period of tlie 'll8.iping 

Re1le]]!.io'n, .. this av.owall.. of good fai tlh was to: 1:œ stressed im manu 
.~i"'" .. , 

~itisfupublic accounts concerning the ~in-ese~ 

Ye~ after the treaty::- settlememt of r842 to I844,. there were IDal!l\1' 

We:sterners in CHina who triedi to convinee 'l7li:e eli1Ï.nese peoplJ..e tOI 

alIsorb the lœnefits o:f Britishlcivilization.: Manyïmembers o':f tl:te Britisfu 

civiliam and official!. collllIlUiri tyr were genuineIy re~rseful'. and uttered 

expressions of sympathr,for the sufferings of Chinese Doca]. officia]s, 

eoldier.w~and the Chineee populace.' ~ese sufferings they believed liad 

hem infliœted upon the <minese during the Firet Opium, War byr British 

naval!. supremacy and military effi~iency. 
ima.~nedL 

Ebwever,- ~~'who were mov~d ~ these feeling~hat tll:e internatiomall 

ccommuni ty' of Europeam nations ami perhaps H.umani tariam gro.upe elJsewhere 

were scornfuJl. O!f the treatyr settDement of JI842': 'llH.ese wri tere Dever 
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idemtified!. in tlieir wri tings con:eerning 01i1i.na the exact <rliar~ or 

c:ri tic-: tliat tliey were answering .. 

ShortlJy after ]"842, Blrit:i.slh o'Ommemtaries appeared'. whicfu investigated 

etinese communi ty life" the: <minese Jrmperial pean. tioall structure" l 

and <nrilnese miiili tary prepare:dness for anotl:ter eneoumter. MaDiW wri"tiers 

wonderedl how Chinese society was affec1ted:. in tlls: First; Opium. War"and!. 

tliereafter" b;W unwanlted :sri tish aggression.! 

TliDmas 'Dayllor Meadows liaS anl effective spokesmam of tl:tese semtimemts'; 

mis book,. lJesulltory N'Otes,. pu1fl.ished1 in r847', por"tiray,edJ his personall. 

disgus1t wi tlh tlte armed oonfrontatiom in t1te Flirs1t. Opiuml War betweem 

Imperialist; soldiery'and Blritish troops: 

"'Now let"· tlie reader imagine to: himself sol!diers and offici.al'.s deepl!y 
ilmbuec!l wi tli, suclh doctrines as these, lb:i.d~ cn!o.tl:ted:, paid', and armed, 
wi tlh Di tt.-Jl.e or no) prospect of pen:sia,m im case of di sabiJJi t;w frolll1 o.lld age 
or wounds,.opposed! tO) weill-fed:. and:. welJlL-crlotliedi Englislh troops" wfu,) 
know tl:i:a:tt tlieir arma are tb mOIsit effici.emt im the worJ.d, tlia1t tHe;w 
llav.e ail!. the advantaps of a most: perfeat disoipline,. who" DIOTeover 
nev.er doubt that if wounde& they wiDll. be asseduously cared for as 
oircumstancu willll. parmi t'f and: tliat, :tif di sabled,. t1te;W will!. recœi v.e a 
pensiœn tOl enablle tlteml to:, live oomfortablle :lin tlieir stattcmi..in societr, 
lle1t tlIe' reader bring this fullly before his mind,. and! lie wi])l!. not be 
aurprised at: the former being beaten into flight b.1 tlie llatter, after 
a mere sliDw of resistanoe."· {Yl 

lIa'adows's knowledJge~ of' the disgraceful! conduot of tl:i:e Bri tislh G'ov.ernmemt 

in this' affair prompteffihimlto aorreot tlie assumptions of varions 

interestedl parties that tlie FirBt Opi'WD1 W'ar andn 1ireat;w settlle:memt 

l:i:a~ exposed: masses of CHinese tO'Westerm civilization. (2) 

lr .. 'llliomas Tayllor M'eadows,lJesul tOry lfotes on tlis (!J'overnmemlt and Pèopl!e 
ri' <mina, and' on tl:te CHinese BaDgUage {l:,omlom,lf847},P··.202. 

2. ~ .. ,PP. 22s;..9'. e\ee espeoialll;v the folJ:owing: 
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:nm his ~na and' tH;e <n1i-nese,. publlished' in r8'49.',. BreD:ll'y[ ClIar:Les 

~rr,. a former official of the governmemt of Hbng Kong,. expDored. tl:te 

effeots of Rri tisliJ. warfare upom wllBt~ he oonsidered a peac:efum. and. 

industrious ~inese oiv.ilian CDmmunit~; In a desaription af tRe 

oommercial, opportunitiesa new ~itish settler aould expeat in 1849 

in China" Si:ilrr empliasizedi tha1t the wiolJenae of Bti tish warfare during 

tl:te Ji!ira'tt 0piUIDI W'a.3r was a i'aotcœ' whiolb!lew l!I\l"i tislil settlJers unœt-

undarstand :ilnfluencedl ~nese treatment after ][842 of Britialil. settllers .. (3); 

'lme Rd tish, religious oommuni ty alJsCl> questi.oned wliü:lier tl:teir 

<lro:œrnmemt ltB.d treatedl the: <niinese peop])e fairlW''; lll'aDlH mtssionaries tm 

€:tina were sadd'ened! tliat tlleir own! peaoefull interc.ourse wi tlb the 

Ctinese people Haà3 not prevented' mil1itaryr oonfliott in <mina. After ][842,

tliey inquiredJ. into' the sta'4te (fIJf weIm-being ri' t'lte eMnese peoplle,.. lin1Ito 

"'llliose wlio saw us aDit felt us" thoughl suffioient in- num'Der to popu]ate 
a first:"'rate Europeam king<l:olDl fO:rDl1 but a very' amall1 portion C!J!t the 
~nase peopl1et ami tlte greatest: body of tlie Dation iniiabi ting distrio1ts 
ami' provinces that we lia-v:e never y;et reaolted, oam only look- om the labo 
war as' a rellellious irruption of a tri be of 1Jar'Darians ; wJio)" seoure 
in tlieir strong ships, attaeked and took sorne pllaoes along tlte coast; ....... ", 

3.' llënry eftar]es Slirr,. CRina and tHe ebinese (2 v.olls. Londo!Jl,-.I849;). 1,. 
P': Jr98 .. B:ee especiallly tRe fOl]owing: oonoerning :sri tish occupatioD!. 

of NTingp(fIJ •. ~sorl.bing a ~nese at1iempt tOl capture Ningpo, S'irr wrote: 

". •.•• the~ were repullsed, but not vi thout considerable sacrrific:e of llife, 
ClIl1 botlb sides, taJdng; pllac:e, tl:te s]Jaughter was terri bl'e, and am 
afficer llBs informed' us, tli'at in a street adJjj:Jil.ning the serena of assauffi:ti;, 
tl:te dead, dying, and wOunded, vere lying in~ l:I:eaps, frOIDl tb 
d'estruotive, overwhellming fire of one aannonade of çape-shot." 

S:e.e. alsOl lIbid~ •. " Won.. I,P.;' 14]' for tlie attitude of a Buddhis'tt priest of' 
Ain~ upontii'ë destruction o~ a joss-H:ouse'; :mirr"s book eDÜoy.etl a 
esrta:iim rennwn .. _ 1850, iit liad. pined the attention of the DUbllin 
1lJm.versi tl! Magazine and! the Edinburgh Review': BlIJaclaroad IfS Haezine, 
for examplle ,. im ~itrllaB·~iDil.""'art" .. ;a"'JJarr,Ii:~::',1IISe:dl a sim:iil!ar 

- flllu:riraticm al the peao:ef'uilJ. nature.' arr tl:te ehinese peoplle. 
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the eftara~ter of treat~port li~, int~ prospeŒts of evangelization, 

and altllUt extending missiona.r;w aoti'Wi ties :i!nto the fnteri~': Ma.n:IT 

missionaries were persona~ skeptioal!. be.cause tlie (!':tinese bd not 

wilJlJingly giv,en privileges to &i tish missionaries': lJœtIaad" missiona.ryr 

cnmmunities' were: estabiishe~ in foreign1set~~ents on the aoas~ after 

the T.reatW' of ~nking'".' Le.1ter,. other writers wouJJd question if Brit.isln 
1 

mlf.ssïo,naries might ha~ obtained a series of priw.ileges from ime 

<minese Gbv..ernment wi thout mi:Di tary oonflict .. ' 

Rew. George Slnli. tl:iy appointed' first Bishop of Wict01r'ia im E848.''t-

was preoOlWpied~. soom after l!B42 wi t1iJ. tlie effecris (lIf the Opi1l1lli War 

and! the o:onduct'; of :sri tish soldiers upon- the outcome o:t his missiom of 

inquir;w.' me tra'llellJJed: to' the fiv.e treaty ports and; to Hbng KOllllg tOl 

d~dB whiolh Olt the fiv:e treaty port's was beri sui1iedJ fair a IDli.ssicnn 

station which tlie elhurcdh of' En:gland was p]anndjng:: fœr the e:tiua c:oas1t. 

Simiitlh claso:ri beci. tlie treatmemt he reaivedJ f'rom tlle: lm1nese popul!a.ae of 

"e: ...... the general eXCli tement and ouriosi ty were manifestedJ. :lin sho.uts 
from the congregated' thouàamills ... M'otHers ram forth wi tlh their imf'andi 
Gi'fspring fn their arma shouting theil' offensive.: epitli1rtt,. and holld'ing 
tlieJlll forwarcl to gaze on tlie novel!. wonder of' a barliariam WOIllBlllt· As- the 
lIri tish troops liad landed at these ports, after oapt~inw. and d'estroy;ing: 
tHe adjj:Lcreœ foria, and this portiom of the suburbs bd suf'ferad sev.erely 
in tlie war, lie bd- reason tm be thankfulL tha1t ouriosi ty ratlier than 
mal i gni ty, wa-s' manifeated! in the reaeptiam wi tlh which . we were greet.ed •. n 

Smll.tfucoœrasted his sense of peril!. with a sense of' well!.-being~in the 

ci t;w of Shanghai. Ire comduded:. that the <minese people were friend~ 

to foreigners in Shangha:li bec:ause British troops bd not raWlg.edi tlieir 
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Qi tyr during t1te Firs1t OPl.lun1 War •. (4) Rew.< SImi. th oontinuouilJy notedi 

t~t certain crhinese oiv.ilians whm ha~ suffere~ persona]]y because 

œf tb Opium, War. vere hostilJe to &-itish ai'Vlilians~ Fbr t1tese mItï.;nese~ 

lIaving Bri tisli:L aiw.ians in their mids'ti; aonstantlly reminded tltem1 tha1t 

the 10ya1 ~mperial Chinese troops Rad been oowardly defeate~ ~Britism 

soJJdiers. Stmi. t11:. was somewhatt allarmedi tha1t a disgraae of this magni tuie 

bd o-ertaim ehinese,. i'm tlte seourityr oi' their own communities, to' 

'ridiaul.e t1te viators: 

"Fn the shops, several aàaroatures were to be seen: o-f the Englisli\ im 
miDi tary: or Davall. oostume, wi th grotesque figures,arra.nged' b;W the artist 
so as to; bring down ridiculle on the foreigners. A Europeam lladyr was 
represented, irr one of the caricature drawings,in a very ine!egant 
posi tian, evidentlly iml;end:ed~ tOl exai te merrimemt at tll-e expenàe. œf 
foreign' mann-ers." (5) 

Sâlmilla.r to manu Bri tisht China-ooasit md.ssionaries 01' that period, 

Smi th argued tha1t, if the eMnese would' only willlingliy reoei'Vi9, Cliristiam 

missionaries" former Clilinese grie'lœ.noes wouldJ disappear. ApparemlilJy,. 

Cl:JilristiaDiliy woulld relie~ Gti'nese suffering during the Opiuml War period:.'(âl) 

K-fte.r ]842" Britisht jOUl'llB.l1ists reviewedi the comluc~ olt' their 

4. Rew., œeorge Slnitlr, lfarrativ.e of an E2Ploratorn Vlisi1t. to> Eaoih of the 
mmsulJar Cl. ties of China « Bondom,:fr84 7) ,p..:n:t9',p..I39. ~e 8.Bpeciallly 
tlte -folllowing:: 

'"lIfte Œi. tyr suffered!. li tti.!.e, if auu, damage during tlte di sasters olt' tb las1l; 
war. lt vas aapturedi by the British troops" but there vas nm destruoti~ 
of propertyr o:r lifa:. to anv c:onsiderablle extemt .. 'IDie most; of the 
:iinjury sustainedl vas effeoted! b;y tlte native rablrle in their eagerness 
for plunder. eonsequentliy there is but Dittle exasperatian of feelin~, 
or dissatisfactiom to the :British on', tlmt aco:oun1t ... '" 

SDlliitht further investigated the effeot of British varfare .. Sae ~,. 
pp .• 163,.202,,265,.272,.344. 'l1J:ie anti-foreignism of tlie e"amtonese populationl 
vas not repeated by the Tâipings iIr re]:;ations im Aprill :n:853 wi tlil tlte 
:5r:iitisht mission. S'ee' Appendix Be 

5.1 Jrnià2.,.p.:n:50. S'ee- alsOl :nbidl• ,. pp.53-4 :for t1le c:ommemtary af A-tulh a 
d'wbiLoiiS ~istian oonv.ert'lihcj· spoke of the nature of <minase hostil!it;yr 
tO' el'ements of Britislh oivilizatiOllll. Hbvev.er from mid-I853,. lJ!'aiping 
cllieftains :i]n NTan:king vere more oordiall. to' :sri ti sh va si tors. Bee 
.A:ppendix :Ble. 
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CFov.ernment,. ot' Btitislhtroops, and. of the :Bldtish rm,vy. 'llhe~all.so' 

examined the effect of Eri tislh v.ictorYï upon Ohllnese daily ]ife: and 

atti tud'es. 

lrm JI852" Fraser"s Magazine, :iincllnded' am extract from, Blilc: and' Gabat,IIs 

boo-k,. Trav.ells in r:nB.rtar:yr and' lJJï bet, tOl show tlie impressions 'l!artar 

soDdiers retained after ]842 o~ the BritisfuDa~.(l) Reviewing,tlie 

same work of HUC! and' CJa.bet,. a œomtiributor to' tH:e Edinburgh ReVliew im 

Aprill. Jr85JI de sari bed: how ]3:ri ti sh aggressiorn oaused inno:o-emt; and welll.-

meaming meml:lers of the <minese popuDao.e to suffer. 'lJl1iis j9urrmliri 

1belliev.e& tlia:tt. the '1!S.Œ-kuang Emperor shouiLd be more pi tied:, for his 

- p'ersonalJ, sut'fering: tRam despised for his stubborm imtransigeDne c~rning 

6:. Sim!:tlm,op~cjjt.,. p'. 224. Speaki~ o,f a visit to the Rome of tR-e deposed 
taOlta::li of nNingpa. and of the a"tmo:sphere o\f enforoed oordiali t~, S'mti th 
na.rrateœ~ 

"'l'he oountryr of the mem wliom lie now honoured as his gues1ts,.lIad beem tllre 
oooasion of his disgraee and min. TRe outward sliow of respeov witlh 
wliioh he 1ia.d received our vi si t ma;w lia:V'e been utter]Jy at. variance wi th\ 
the individuall feeliings of his hear1t. 
Tite crases of individuall. suffering wli1i.cli:l. tlie B!'i tislb war has inflioted 
am manu thousands of innocemt"'viriims in tlie e'emtrall. ProVJinces C!Ilf 
Imlina remier the prenous boom of Christianity a deD:ti; doublly due frorm 
lIIritain: tOl this benighted land." 

Jm. his book, Hlistor, of the Gliurofu Missionar:vr S"o c:i. et y{ (3 'VJOll.a.,Lomi'om,. 
1899), l" p.4 70, Eugene $tock pointed: out that im a speech to iIili-e 
~.ommons o,f 3 AprilL,JI843, Asffil3'p eCll'hoed similar sentimemts. Ere v,iewed!. 
<:.1lristianity as the saving gracre for the former evills of the Britislh 
opiumlpoillic~ 

"'Illla:tt it is tli-e opinion of this Hbuse tliat the c:ontinuance of the trade 
in opium' and the monopoly of its growtfuin tha territories of Britisfu 
InàiQ, ore destruotive to alill. relJations olt' ami ty' betweem Eng-Jlàml and 
C:hina,.injiu.rious to-· the manufaoturing ±nteras1ts o.f the ::ooun;t~ b;W tb 
VJeryr seriO";J.s demuni tion C!Ilf llegi timab oommeroe, aDd ut:ll:erl!y inoonsistemt 
witli:L the honours and duties of a Christian kingdonr..'" 

Bri tislb missionaries who made frequent observ.ations oono:erning' the i,f.Uaipings 
wrote im am earlier periO'd! C!l'f their determirm,tion to') preacli:L tli:e (1Jbspell. 
among tlie Chinese": 'm-e;yr dtd t'this irr, spi t'e of missionary inabili ty tOl 
infl uen:ce the Jfanchus œr v.enture l'egallly into the iDIterior. S'ee the 
crommentaryr :in ]"838 of W'alter M'edhurst~ (S'e!lli.or) :iin1 Cbpter ']1Wo ,.PP.13Q- l'tel.· 
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tti:e. opium. questiam: 

I?' :E1t :iis known: for certain tllB:tt wltem the Bri tislil fores::nad reachedi. 
N"aDiding' and tlte Grand CB.naJl in r842, tli:e Emperor so fullly expeœtred a 
visit at Peking,t:nat he stationed a foree at Tientsin.~ ••. and maœe 
e'VJery preparation to decm.mp into Tartary himself. Fm tli:e confusiom of 
packing up,. some de:x:terous persons coDttribed: to rob the treasuryT of 
sev.eral:. milllions ami to this dayr the culpri ts Have never beem detec:ted: .. 
'Dhe parties considered responsi ble ,however, were wi th alll. their ( 
rellations and cronneldons;: made answerabl!.e for the restoratiom of the. 
treasure to the third and fourth generatiome" (8\)-

]In am articl1e in r848:· enti-llea., "Viisit to: a Cm.nese Jfunk", a 

IIri ter in CH:am1lers 'IS Jrournal!. ridiculed Chinase tradi tional!. llife because: 

lte was unable to understand why'{ on a dark niglit, durilng the Opium War, 

a liand! of Chinese soldiers exposed themsel'VJes to:· u.n:nec:ressaryr danger 

b;r- rev.ealing tlte path of their retrea1t. (9) Moreov.er,. im. am artic-le 

in Chamibers "s JOurnal!. a! 14 fïeptemiller,.IS,50),. enti tled.!,. "~llestial1. 

]"mI;ellligence" fi 'lllimmas Wa.dle:" a Ctinese interpreter for the :sri tislil 

T~ Fraser'is Magazine" vrolJ. 45"Jranuaryr lJ852"p.34.: S'ace tlte following: 

"Wlta1t cam you do, thell said!. against sea-monsters? Theyr live in', tHe water 
lilke fishest ami when one leastexpeots it, they rise to tlte surface 
and shoot their inflamed: sœ- Koua. As soon as one makes ready to shoo~; 
one"s arrows at them, they pIunge back into the water like frogs~' 

8. Edinburglh Review, VTO'l!.. 93, Aprill :rr85Jr, pp, .. 404-405~ See alsOl 
~. for the fol~owing: 

n:D1llrin:g- tlte war wi tlil EnglJa.nàl" on tlte nor1l;1b-eas1t coasit.., these ragamuf'fim 
troops were so dreaded by their owzr.. countrymem tha1t,. wltem the proc.ess 
oxr oivili21ed·~ warfare cœme to· be knowm and understood: bll the (ffiinese 
people,. tlie lJatter often welcomed us as deliverers and their satisfaction 
was in~eased when the public gra.na.ries were thrown opem tœ tli:eml 
for nothing:~n, 

9. Cbmlbers"s JJOurnall.,. 'WO'Jl. 10),;9'0, .. ?35" y:.~~r8'1:B;",,~~à;t;:to]ascaiïte.se 
~lIiIk.,'!jjiP-4I.':l~t~ii.,.ïnstanae CMnese Jlamterns lisd: giv.em awayr tlie position 
o"f retreating Chine se solld'iers to> Bri.tislil marines. 
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cronsullar serv.ioe and later fil:st foreigm cust.oms inspec1ior for the 

P~ovisionalJ. GUstoms S-ystem:, app-eal.led too :hùmairlltariam iinstiJœ,,'tts of Ms 

faaders~ Wade expllainedi tlia1t certain:; Chinese<>officrialLs bd no.1t expec:lied 

Britishl resistance "tiO) l:le effectiv.e'. Alcroo:rding tQl Wade." EritislD. 

maJJi t~ ~ficiency during tlie Opi11lln War led:. tlie 'lI8.o-kua.ng" Emperor 

to disgl'acs: tb _erial Cbmmissioners"lli.:i.m '.œse-hS1ll. and (llfuti-Bhe.œ. 

Wa.cIJ.e Darratea.: 

"Lin forthwitlh wi th exulierant energy" drove tlte Engliislh to, tlieir sH.li:ps, 
am gœt; t1ieir smashing broadsides for his pains. l!!is gooxl iIlitemliions 
avaiDed him1 nothing: wi th tlie imperial court, ami he was imm-ediately 
suspended! and recallled! to FekiDl,. to) De tried' fOT his life, bU!!; lie 
escapeli' ,-Ii tlh lianishment to lrJ1i - somewhere betweem the d'eserts of 
t1r.œb± (ebbi' and tliose of t1ie C8spiam S'Ba .. "' (10))\ 

Rrior to tlie '1là.iping Rebel!l'ia,n, tliere were indi"\tidilalLs cm t1ie <!l!iIiDa 

coari and in ~eat Bri tain- lesser oi"ficialls, memillers of tH.e ni!i.ssionar;yr 

communit;w, Britislh jpurnali~" and others - who expressed a sense of 

guilJ.t œona.erning the aœtiVJi ties of British:. foroes during; tlie F'irst; 

Opium War and t1ie after-effeath:l O'f that' varii Sbme of tliese mem 

10': ~'bers"Sl JTournall.,TClIlll.. lT4, l'la .. 350,]4 S'ep1remlier~ :E850,"C"eJ!estial 
lrn1rellJigen:aetl'p.p.1r7I. 'Dhis was deriv.ed from: liade "s pamphlet enti tlea, 
~o~' .. WaOle alJsOl no.ted the pi tiable effeot of the Englieh war 
upon tlie career of' Cl:h''i-sha~iÏ.JIl 'll'se-hsul"S immediate successor as 
rmperial <!Jnmmissioner to' canton': Apparent~ tliB experience of' defeat 
and' subsequemli demotiom inflJuenoeCf œ:lh"i-sliam"s- performance as a publio: 
serv.a.mIi'; Wade uarratedl:~ 

n'lrm tlie spriug' of last year we fing: himl aaousing' hiuœel1f' im a memorial 
tOl tlie emperor,> and begging to be punished for the rather whimsiaal!. 
fauill.t of' sentenoing a manl to simple strangul.'atiGn wheDl he shoulld have 
beem beH.E!adedl. the latter death being' reckoned t1ie sev.erer punishment 
im Cffid.na .. "' 

W'ad!e did not inol1ude oommentary' liere ooncerning e3h"i-sH.an:"s di.pIomao~ 
during the Opium W'ar wi th Cliar]es El1lJiotr, the Bri tish, P]Jenipotemtia~. 
Dd tH.e terms of' the agreement, signed in tTh.nton by the two mem, hem 
accspta.blLe to tH.e l3'ri tish and Chinese Gbv.ernmemts, ~i-sliam mglbl; 
feasi blW liav.e found favour in Eeking"; 
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oonduCltec1J daily relations:. with the ehinese offiCltials and' people. Others 

naceived reports frorm China telling of foreign settlement life and 

issued' rec:ommendations to" improve treaty-port existence.' 'll1te;W wrote wi tlh 

oomTieticm about <ni:ltnese go'\œrnment, commerce, and religious tendenoies , 
ami: maintained a sense of av:ersioJll to the mili tary cmmpaign whiicih 

aJmo.wed tliBun tliB pr!bv.illeges and immuni ties of treaty.-port: life •. 

S'trid bellief' in ~i ti slh protes'tiant ethics and' in the benov:elJ.ence 

o·f' exporting tltese ethios tœ <mina. ]l,ed' lBlritislh missionaries tOl bring: 

tiieir re'JJigious wri tings to: the r:naipings,JliDperialis'tis, and' the c:tinese 

masses': Moreo'\œr,am almost evangellic.all. bellief in tlte superiori t;yr of 

Britislh cromurerciall technliques' and in the virtuousrress of sllarimg' tliese 

pins with the Chinese causedJ. mal!l\Y' :British aiVT.ilians and journalists 

to rea.ommend tliat the Ctinese adopt British marketing techniques a.ndt 

b$ Britislh imports in inlland Cltina.; 

'.Illlese factors were empliasized! in tlie era of tlie !]Taiping Rebellion 

:lin British public: accounts. JImr1f'acrt, from! :r850 to ]862,. lII1ElWS of tlie 

Taiping rebens aftemdramatica]]y acneutuate~ Eritishlpubli~ determinaticn 

1tQ1 further Blritish interes~ m, Cblina. ... otliers Glutside of :Bri1ta.im obserwed 

British civilian suspicions about the type of Britislilofficial, aotivit~ 

im CffiJina. whicii: liad allJowed British oivilians,begimm.ng im :n-8l\.2,.tOJ 

penetra~ the ~nese coastall area •. 'll1tese outsiders remarked upon,public 

expressions of sympathy in Britain for CHinese sufferings. 

Tlte aocounts of oertain French JTesuits :L:n c:tl:d.na. relied uponl suclh 

expressions to) discredit British public~ interests im <'mina.. W'itlh t11e 

appearance in mid-!i.853 oC these and other reliable acecunts of rebellions 

'-~~._-- 1 
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in <mina,. tli-ere be~n to appear a cromœœtion oetweem the degree 

of Eritish public: confidence in British ability to influence tlie 

(ffiinese and' the type of reports dealing "Ii th the 'lJà.iping: in-surgents 

whiclb were publi.shed inl manyr ]J'ri ti sh journ:a.l.s and other pu1lilJiœ 

materials~; 

( 
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CmAPTER ONE 

EWAl1NAITITONT OF THBEE AREA6\ ]N vTlF.l:CBr lIlRITISm .roURWAl1;r.S'lJS) AND" 

OTHER Œ8SERV7ERS'~ ANlAIlYSE])) TEE .!l!A:DPING' REBE]$, :rrS'53 - 1862 

I. Jrntroduc!l>iom 

~s cHapter describes how British civi1ians and Britisfuofficia1s 

in 0lIItIlR reaa:tedL to news of native insurreœliion in, the interior. JIm tlle 

perioàJ. 1853 to, ]:862" certain lBri tish aiv.i1ian oibsena;tiàons cone:ernù.II3;' 

tH:e: insurgenllis were most pertinent referena:es •. Myr ana];wsis of the trem 

of suclh observatio.ns dloes :n:œt fo1low strict: chronolJogiaa.lL sequenee and 

does not use oülY-Jli:m.:biiam'OIbsémm1tiions~(I) This method' moreccrua.selly 
1 

re.sembl:es aotuall. Bl'iitis1:h pultli'œ discussion from Jr803 tOl ]:862 connermi.ng 

tHe ~ipings~ ~ee topies partic~ar]y interested Eritis~ obserwers: 

'lTaiping:;'ralligious and' moral!. oharaoter,. 'lI.'a.tping; polli. tica1 reliabi1i tYT,. 

and Taiping promises tOl foreigners; A disoussiomof these three tapies 

folJ]ows this Jrn1n'oducrlio~7 

'Dliroughout tlte thesis,. tlte terrm "publiœ opinion" is s'tudiedl 

fmtegrallJly;f t1ia;t; is"aparit. froun no,ffieial!. opinion!' and "offitri.al!. pollic~" 

MY! "tireatment œr liIIritish publio; opinion includes mmœrous Britislh 

materials • 'Dliere. is a sui table varietYT of materialls aontemporary to; 

tl1e periad.l of the Re1JemiQJll frOJll1 influembiall. souroes, su:c~ av, Brjjtis~ 

mtissicmary· or~zaticms, and', materials in Bri tish jou.rnalLs~ :rm 

ad'dii tiotr, tliere.' ara speaific~ açoounts of the 'll'aipings ~ tlte:hr British 

visitors. 

Manyr writers examined tH:e issue of rebelJJJ.ion in China within a 

vider ~:'!; œf' partioullar !mina interests.:BIri:tislh jourm]ists 

'-
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frequemtlJy reviewed!. the ac..tivi'bies iin <miDa of British officials andl 

decided:w~r suoh activities retarde~ or ad~nae~ Britisfu ci~riam 

:i5nterest:s'. 

rmte arrival.. of' new reports from (ffi1i.na d:iid œreate muclh exci tement.' 

One mU"E11t separa"ti.e f'aotluall. ve.porttDg: froml the j:Pu.rna]ist;~s int:erpre'tatiom 

arrift.ll im :sri taim of further fa~urablLe information froID'! Gtiua. 

• c:onoerning the rebells. Ratlier than simplyr de1:ailing tli'e actuall. ev,cmts 

G,f a particmlJ.a.r 'lJà.iping' campaign, tltese wri ters cdev.erly made use G1f' 

the informatiom a-v:aila1me to create a pioture Q1f po,]i tia:all daos im 

<mœna': li'artioularly im las3" it l'las diffi~t for a :British Cirltizem to 

ooniltrunt am acourate and faotuall pict1lll!e: of tli:e '1!.8.iping: kin-gdom,. it:s 

md:l!i taryr campaign:s" dail!y routine, and i ts effects upon the Cti:linese". 

popullace. froml the rather idealistic' reports in popuLar British ma~zines 

and reVJ.i.ews. Froml JD1Ï.d-18.D3,ma~ wri t.ers :iindlica·~e.(t, that <nii.na would: 

axperienoe po~ticalJ,religious"aommeroial"anœ humanitarian r~luti~' 

'mie" were anrlouB to see' these enormous changes insti tuted in Ghina bJ" 

the 'lI&ipinga~ 

'll1te author of an articrlle in Fraser'le Mapzine of l'fCN'eIllJ~er ][8$3 was 

esperiaUy eonsaious ŒIf acœounts of the 'lJaipings, appearing in ~llll.el7. 

and ~m"s reoemtly transDatedt book,. :mi.Btoire de lI,"Insurrea.tiGnl en 

Ctins. ]1& advisedl his read'ers to read tlte ElI8i:islh trans]a.tor"s 

supplementary o1ta.pter tœ correc.t tti:e pre:jUiicreœ interpretatioltS wliiofu 

these tNœ llIremriimem fIlC'luded1 in,1tli:eir narrativ.e;(2) 

2. ]1raser"B Magazine,. vroœ. .. 4lf,1lov:ember ]"853,< "'lJlte Immrrection :i!m 
<mina"',". 596511 J1'ohm Oxenford:, tlie transl!ator in question, added the' 

,-
--\ 

1 



( , 

, 
\. 

'. '.> •.• _ ,.~._~._ ... _ ~ •• __ " ••.• ,. _.~ •.• _._ "_o. •• _> _ _ :t-

-I3-

n fs oftem wised~QJ remember the astuteness crl l1'r.aser"s rev:iewer -
whem examining: civiliam materials on the Rebelllion. A journalis"lt:i , 

writi~for the ~itisfuQuarter]y Review, lioped t~ discover masses of 

p:eopIle in tl1e Sti'nese interior w~ were eager ta, join, the insur~nts"t~ 

revollution in I853 agaiIlS1t Manalitn o.ppressiom.:' mis artiol1e., enti tl!ed!;~ • 

tll]l}ts Re'V'O]utio:m in China", eotœerned; tHe humani tyr of' 'Daiping; warfare.:: 

IIIIm mast: ot' the princi.pal! tOlillS whiati.l tHe rebells liad seized~ tlte~ found 
am abunillance of treasures whialilliad. beem prov,ided for tlie ElII!Percr"s 
t roop s.' It is wortlly of observatiom tloo', tiiat: tliey; eODItinued: ta> respect; 
pri'va'tie property ,]imi ting their hostilli ~ tœ public: funotionaries and 
-tme "tiroops t1ta'ft resis1redl tlteur." 

Prcmn thlis" tlte autltor prooeedJed. tOl assume 'tilia1t.,. 

~ tliis means" tliey gain:ec:lL the respect and}. c:onfideJœe of tlte :iinl:ta.bi tanlts 
wb wi tnassedi. wi tlh the Mast; perfeo$" indiffereœe the tragical emi of 
their O-ppra:ssora,. manvr (Jf' wliolDl dreading the wratlh af tlte: emp:eror 
croll1lllitted! suicide. lJI1ie order and discipline ",Mclil perv.a.cIed tlte ranks 
Q·f tlie rebells became one of the MOSt; formidable omens to; tlte imperialJ. 
pari{u and one of the: 1ie.ri pill:edges o€ thei'r own SU00eSS among tl1e 
peop'l.e ."'(3) 

Dm. a l!etier,. dla.t.ed· 3 S'eptemher~I8'60',. Griffi tlh .Johm of the tsndom 

lIissionaryr Sooiety! descri bed: t~ the Secr.retaryr of tlia:~; 5oœi.et;yr tile first; 

'lraiping mil;i taryr assaul:'it upom S~ai~' Apim, one 1DU'S"It ballallllCe <!Jlriffitlh 

Job'p appo·s; t; an tm' ]!ri ti aH? fmf;ermeml;; mm jjm Apgnsit 1860' aWDR1t; tu .: 
suppl:ememlm.ry aliapter to bring ~ll!ery and 1Van "s' informatiClml up to> 
Glla:t;!.e .. S'ee the fOliJ.owing remark: 

111 JI. GaJlll.eryr as' Kr .. OXemf'ord' imf'orms us in his preface was once a 
IIIlÏ.ssionary and afterward's interpreter to tlie French embassyr in China. 
RIils aoadjj.ltor, Dr .. Yvam,plivsioian' tœ tlie same embassyr, lias wri t"ti:em a 
book of trav.:e]s. Bbtfugent]emen therefore May'ije oonsidered wein 
qualified for the task they undertook. BUt: it is impossi~e for a 
Frenchmen' tOl cast his skim and we have been ratlier diverted at-, tlie 
d'ee.ided Frenoh"tournure" whicli1ocmasiona]]y marks tlieir narrativ:e ....... 
mte llat1t.er gentlJ.eman (Kr. OXentorèJl) lias also added a suppl:ememtary: 
ohapter in wliicfu he giVJes o:ertain correcr.liions afforded bl'f ree.emt 
information to tlie stateJll'eDlf;s aif' the original. authors."" 
HBreafter read! !!!.. for Fli"aser "s Magazine. 
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f'acrt that tRis Hritislb aœtiom CJlccnrred1. a1t a ori tioalL s'tiage of Ms <nim 

n:egQ>tia1l;io,ns a1t SOo:eli:mw ami llat:er in Nanking: w:iit1:h tlie Iraoy.all. IGing; 

(the <mnmg Walll'g")) amI the Slbie]d King {the Kam 'l-1~l.lrg): .. Alcxrording- tœ 

(;riffi tlb J"olim, 
, 
"im fao:!; tlre insur~nt s did not come dowm to figlit but to" opem 
communications with the representatives o.i the foreigm Powers ai:", this 
porie: l/fr. BIruoe,iDfllu.ezmedl ]" l)el1iev.e, byr,Jf. BburDouJ:on,. and!. "tiiie llatirer 

.' GflJ:l:I.Ëlneec! doulltlless Dl?' the pries1ts, woui'd'. liav.e no1thing' tœ sayr 1à'J> theDlI, 
but H:ad~ deœ:reedl that theyr were tCl> be repllied. tœ wi tlb shot and sH:elll. .. 
Tlteyr came emliertaining the most friendly feelings imaginea1iill.e towards 
alllL foreigners but theyr were treaired'. blfr us,and: our alJll.ies tlie Frenolb, 
in a way tliav reflea.ts disgracre on". our f'JJag-.. 'ft(4): 

AlLtho.uglb manyr mli.ct-mi.neteemtlb cremtur;w Bt-itislb acm!)unts GJf the 

'Ila.:iipings we-re cOmfusing" "liftere were. thrae dist:iin:n,t œ:ri teria lbw w1tJiicfu 

British oiv:il1ians :lin <mü.na"and! at home,. were' jj1dging' tH:e insur~mts, 

the Imperialists" and' their respecr.ti'\œ chances of surviv.aL: 'Fliase were.: 

tll:e re-ligious and moralL oliaraoter of the insurgemliS',. their pOllli tioalL 

reliab:llll ty:"andl their promises ta> fo:reigners': Bt-i tish wri ters macle u'Se 

c1f allJ1 en- perhaps only two~ arr tliaBe ari teria': 

.A:f'ter lJt:iLtitaltiUollffiœi.a-lDJ6:e:'l.ciw.11iam missicnus to: iiIiB 'Faiping 

ReaV!emlly Kingdènm,._cmutfusing' aaeounts o1f the Taipings oftem appearedJ. 

in Britislil journalls.' l'br eXampll.e, tli:e journalist "s f'aillire tOJ oli~cstiV!e~ 

3. Ee'~eœt'iœ Magazine,. V/CJlllJ.. 3I"JTanuaryr IIl54,."'ll'lte Rev:oll.utiom in <lli1i.ua.", 
p. 10'4':: 'lmIis articlJe was transori bed intoJ tlie Eol!eotio Magazine t'rOll 
the Britislb QuarterlJ.y Rew.i.ew of' l lIœvrember"ISB3,. Vœll.. Ilf.,.pp. 309 .... 354. 
'mie Ecll.e.otiœ; M'agazine: Off ]lew York of'tem borrowed artiC"lJss frOIJl1 suclb 
publioations as the ~i ti sh Quarterly Review and lIi!IJa.ckwood "s 
Magazine. One can consull.t ECltJ:eo:tio: Magazine.: in an at:l1eID!Pt to determine 
t!e internationa~ aoo~iDII and relativ.e me rit af oontemporaryrBritish 
artio!lJes;' 

El'in'eaf'ter readl!!.!.. for Eclleotio~ M'agaz::Une and Bl.Q..R. fCJIr tlia Britislb 
Quarte.rl1.y ReVJ.i.ew. 

4': R. W'ardllaw 'IDiompsom,;~iffi tlb Jro-hm: 'l1lia stom of' Fift;yr 'We.a.rs :iin 
mnina (Londom,.I9063) ~p';I43': 
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assess '1là.iping- pO'lli tiea.l aclHle-wememlis and promise was oftem dependemlt 

upom his jj1c1gment ot' 'Daipirrg' moral!. andJ religious l1ifee; 'lffie extraot:s 

wliicfu 1 liav:e sel'ecrliedl froml British quar'tierlies and:,other souree-s im t-li:e 

perioàl froun Illli.d-I853 tOl 1802 sliow the confusiom of interes1ts whicJh 

erlstedl im munlil ot' the ma"tierial1 cozmerning tlie 'llaipingj9;' Br:itislh 

e::i:rillian materials :iin 18-B3 suggest tRait a 'lraiping 'ric:to~ lITouilld 

cnnd;ribute:. to) the adVianaement evf IIJB.Q' linteres'tiB Q1f Britisl:h ciVJillians 

and)_ iOurnalis11s in Bt.i.taiilr.; 'lme wri tings ot' certaim Brjjtisl:h af'fioialls 

:iindiaa'tie tlia.1t the;W tŒG)J we-l!9:' imt:ere:stect in repoœ'lts c-oncerning t1te_ 

in"surgemlis. religious"po;]!itiaaJL" and.l moral liife~:: OlbservJ9rs :ilm Bl'itaiim 

ware: amrlous to liav.e :British c:iVJil!ians im Ctina tari the credibillit;y; 

of 'lraipiingë promises ta; alJllow foreign traVJeJJllers jjm!;a> tlie iimteriCŒir and 

to> welcome eJ.1.ements of Westerm ctiw.i.lizaticmè' 'mie 'Vlisiom Œf- a 'lraiping; 

pOllli tiaalJ fecferatiom repl1acing-1me 1Emperor and] his offiaialLs prompte:d. 

serious pubJJiœ inquiryr and aaused1 IDaD1{ wri ters 'tio) serutinize 'D8.iping:-

professions and! achie~ments;: 

'll'he1~rlY'! ;wealls of tlie Rebellliam vere ctiaraoterized by,r much 

enthusiasJm for the insurgents among; :British observ.ers. lm 1I0v;enmar 

18~3" a comtributor to the British Quarterll Rew.i.aw pre.sented this 

series of' 0 bservations~ 

"'mie v.oioe>. ot' imperial', authorityr tliough strained~ to its highest pitoJh 
las prodilaadl. as l1i ttlJ.e e1'fad as oratoIr,W' upon the tempe s1t .. '!lie wliolle 
mi~ ta.r;y." force of the empirœ lias hi therto evineed!. DO! more power tOl stayr 
tliB- insurrectiam tlian an, emba.nkment of sad agaiDSit a deluge: •. 

Heanwlilill.e:' the at1lemliion Œ1f the aiVlilizedl worl1dlllas beem ch-aw towards 
6hd.'na wi th am intenseness of intereri al to'gether unpreceden1lt.edJf for it; 
seem:s as if a vast seotor of" the humam familJyr so' long, estra~d! froun 
t'he unmmom brotli-erhood'.; ..... were about to sliake liands witl:h humani"ti~ ad 

"-
--~---~ 
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enter tlie a:nena. of univ;ersall e.ompeti t;iom and progress in equalL terms .. ' " 

Wlia:tt.e'V!'8r lDayr lie the issue olf' the present reViOlutions as to tli:e internal 
econOllllff and exliernal relJa'ti:icms GIf this ertraordiiiaryjr œcnunt.r;yr and: peoplle, 
our read'ers o'f ev:ery C'J:1as8 oommereial, philosophie:,. phillantliropic:,amt 
relligicms c:mJlllDJti; faill tœ 'De dee:pliy imlieresÎiedJ. in the :tract s ot' tlie aase~ 
and: iI11 the progress whiclil these show up to the present time,. fair inl 1 

tliem are' found the hopefull pl.1ed~lI and pregn:a.mtt QlDeD'S for tlme future 
01f cm:d.na;" (5'») 

SliIDli!lJa.rl1y,. :iJn an edi tcim'iàiIl.1J. of I4l- JB.nuary"I8.54, tftem'imes' Q;f 

1r..cmdom coml1ended' that <müina. was experienaing religious, commerc:i.all,. 

and.' pollitioal revolutiom andJ~elf at1temtion te lJiberall feellings &mOne:; 

tliB <md.nese peoplle. 'l!lœ 'lJï'me.s. comülndedi Wa:l;i; the Ctinese peopll.e woulid 

re~o1t the ev.ill authori tarianiBDJl o.f' tH:e Mammus and' readiL';W absorb the 

benefits œf Western oivilizaticmt 

"Wœ wislh for nothing frOJD1 cnm.na but what tH:e ~tinese: willll find'. 'Iilieiir 
OlmI. accounrt im gi:wiDIS and! wliat lDayr be sliaJ7edl on equal terme b;W"bllB' 
ne:stt al the worlid." 'Dlie great o:bjjaa::t is to throw Cltina opem 'tio: 
European emterprisEl: for the oommon! bene fit Œ1f' itselJf and, alJJlf and this 
QilkQ:ec1t :lis the more: likely tO) be seouradi~ lif the <minese, whO! are by' 
nœ means cfeficient in po']itioal discermnent·,. o:bse~ in our c.ountrymem _ 
a diispo'si ticml to:' let: therm condud the:iJr owm att'airs in their owm f'ashiom."' 

"RU:oih of tlie ~alo.us spirit hi therto) prev.ailing':iis sai d'. to· 'Ile traoealûle: 
tG:' the tradi ticms and' vie.ws of' the Mantahou d.Jmast;w wh:iJcht fs lIIOW expir:iinë, 
andi al..rthouglh we sho:ulld; not be incW.ined'. to attri bute that resul t -tm. suwn 
a sourcœ,. there can be no doubt: tliat tHe total!. al:lange of institutions 
wtIm communioa1ie a new tone tO' tHe foreign pOlllicyr of tliat GO~rnment.l. 

5; !!!.., Jra.nuary :r854,.'VTol. 3I"ll.o.e:.Clldit .. "p.9J:,.p':93. W'itli' enthusiaBDJl 
for tlte re:v.oll1tions lie bellievedJ l'lould be accompli sli:ed' in1 Ctiina, tlia 
j'oUI'Daliis1t continuedJl 

"'lItie Chinese evidently never vere in a savage state~' 'DlieYf belJie-v:e tlieir 
ancœstors to·; have b.eem a oiv.i1ized' peopJl.e~ and moralJ]y muctillJetl:tter tliam 
t-liemselJvesJ' and' nQ) doub'ti; the;w are righit, for i t fs highly proDabla;r tlia't 
frorm tlie d'ate of the dispel'siGm t(J) the present d&;W, theyr lia-v:e re1m.i'ned 
t!i:eir primti. tive civi1izati<m: but li t1t.l·e al tered Olr improved, their 
writtemand pictaria1 ]angua~, with coDSiderab~e extension and refine
menit., but wi th probab1iy mJI mixtures o-r importations frolUi foreigm tonguest 
and: a1so tHeir first form of government without any constitutiona]. 
ctia.n~s." 
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1l0Ur own priJmiple of' aotion should evidently 1:)e non-interferemre •. 
lif we can comrirree Ohinamen that foreigners mean: theml no harm,and; ca.m 
do tlierm much good, tlie common sense of the people, quiokened l)y.r the 
eff'ect's of' emigraticm, ma;w be safely reokoned to aooompliish the rest'-."( 6-'1 

, 
After nearly a d'ecade, in ]863,. JTosephi Edkins, a Britislh represemli-

ativ.e of the Eondon JEl.ssionary.r 5bciet;w,(7)\ produa.ed an acœoumt entitled 

~D"arrative of a Wisit to ffankin~'. Edkins was disoouragedJ by the 'Daiping 

ohief''tiains t1 f'aillure af'ter their offensi~ of ]860 to ]86:rr to puslh for 

md.lJi tary" viotor,w. He f'ound these chief'tains and the majori ty;: of 'ID:l.iping 

f'olllowers nQ1 longer adhered to previcru.s religious or moral!. professions. 

Laokïng a proper gov.ernmentall struotura or a body of' British oivilians 

to introduoe Western oiv.!lizaticm to Çhïna f'rom:Nanking, 'ffaiping 

Gie: 'l!tia IJ!'iines,.li4 .Fanua.r,w-"I854,· 1i'1rs1t Bdi t:i:~."6i.: 'DHe r:I!fmes· was enmouragedl 
~ the prospeots of ful'l contam!t _of tlie Chiœse. popullaoEJ: wi th tlie 
lmnsf'i'ts of We:starm c::Lv.!J.:izaticme: Ctii.nese emigratjjœn to the 1lJ'mi te:d SJ't;'ate.s 
andl to the west JrDdïes had produc:ed f'avourable rasulits judging f'roml this 
reparit . 

"'lI!i!l' 'V.8s1t bod;yr œf' <minamem wltœ are thus poured. int(J) tlte pO.Bsassions of' 
Engl'and: and" America" aner f'amilliarizing: tliemse]N.es with Englislh and 
Amerioam instii:ltù:hic1lmre,mus1t carry back with them: into their owm countryi 
the;y,r ideas which they ha~ imbi bect. and! disseminate amcmg the mil!lions of' 
tlieir own brethrem the knowledge of a worl beyondi.1Ilheir o:wm. II· 

.And observing; Cfuinese emigrants in Western nations,. the 'llimes commented' 
tlta.1t" 

"tliDugli1 somewhat prone to "l'iioll.ent comibinations, tliey ware troublesome 
onll;y under peoulliar pro-v:ocaticm, and) whwreas their moneymaking energies 
vare almost'; equall to those of' genuine Angllo;..Sia.xons, tliey nev.ertlteDasc 
passesseœ suoh instinctive ~steB f'or comfœrtis and luxuries as ]ed tœ a 
free· distribution o€ their earnings.n 

']lb 'lI'iID8.S conc]nded tha-tt. upon easy aouss of' \'lestern aivilizatiom to tlls 
UlIitimi ted rasources a:f the Chine se inaerior: 

"Wha1t naticma.ll oharaater,. if' it were allJowed :lits f'ullll soope for 
dte'Vlellopmemli could be more oonduœtiv.e to C!lommeroial suocesses tliam this'ln' 

S~El' alJso: Çhambersl's' Edinburgh Jburnal"VoùJ.. !ir"Do. 4lf6,. 20 Deoember,.:uB5I, 
f'or an artioll.e enti tled:. ltl!tl:Dinese im calliforniaV:';! 'Dhis was allOtlier 
:ravoura'Mle aocount of' eHinese emigration.l 

'--

1 

1 
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cJilieftains, suchl as the Kan-W'ang, couJld not possi bly promote Western:. 

ci.ViilJization among< their fol\lowers: 

"'lllie chief styled:, ICanl-Wang is anxious to' introduee among tlie 'D:a.ipings 
a taste for European improv.ements. :fear' his residence we saw lilis 
pr:iint:iing office J1 wliere lie has a staff of printers enga.~d in carrying 
tlirouglh tlie press, with moveablJe types,. W02'ks prepared~ by himse]f'!Ib 
']lie boO'ks are partly expllanatory of the religiom of the Bi. bll,e ,and 
partly polli tiual.' They; recommend various improvementa in;:~the consti tu';' 
tiom of' tlie stata" the institutions of social life,.and im the arts. rnheYI 
de:sc!['ibe tHe advantages of railways,. o~ the eleœliric: tellegraph,.~ a pos1t 
office,o::f' newspapers, and of steaJD1 maciiinel71. 'Dhese lie would:. seit onl 
foo,t :in ahina. upon the re-establlislimemt of peace.!' 

l'l!Tnfor1funatel:y these Vrisions of future prosperi t$' indulged' byr some of 
the ~iping chieftains are not accompanied by the genius for conquest~ 
and' for gov.ernment·, whioiil al one onuld affort! tlie opportumi. t;w of realizing' 
tliesm." . 

"They! llive UpOll'c the pllumler of ,the peopll.e and therefore tlie œountry :i.s 
agaüœ1t thesm. Tilley have :aD friends among peaceablle ci tizens,and 
wi thout; extraordinary VJ.i.ctories and unexpec1:ed turns of fortune, they" 
_m not driv.e out tlie Tàrtars or ev.em reduce tOl an ord'erly state a 
singlle provinne. 'mley would do; 1:let'lrer tQ:J bUSYT themselNes in forming: am 
efficient gov~rnment for the territory now under their powe:r, tlian be 
dreaming: of possible improvementm wbm the present era of anarchyJ 
sliallll 0'10 se ~., (8): 

7(.' Allexander Wyl1ie "s commemtary c:oncerning- the background and! publJications 
of many British and AmericamProtestamt missionaries, imhis book, 
Hemorials of Protestant Missionaries to tHe Chine se" vas originalJ]y 
published~ in l!~6T by tlie Sliangllai Presbyterian~ Mission Ftress. 'l'lie 
attitudes 0;/ many Britisltl missionaries,inv:ollved in various works of 
tran13llaticm. and publicœtionL :for Ghinese conv.erts and tlie ~nerall 
populJa.cre,. affect8d, rmissionary attitudes c.onoerning: tl1e ilISurgenrlis and 
the Imperialists.' These attitudes are re~aled bDmissionar,wpublJications 
as vell. as in their wri tings for the Hbme audience .. Observ.atj,ons by: the 
Bri tish missionary communi ty" as i t was af'fected, ~ the succress of v.entures 
of" translation and publication, remain a valuabll.e field for rater 
researelh.: Wy.il.ie "s commentary concerning Edkins "s endeavous was eharacter
istic' of' l'lyDie "s wri ting in this work. Bee ~ .. ,PP. :HS'T-I9!.' 

Many Britislhmissionaries were involved in a wider field of endeav.our 
tliam tlteir missionary duties alone would sugges1t.' Before all1f generaliza.ôip.i 
ti0J1'ls concerning missionary,r effeotiveuess,ca.se histories and publications 
Olf' individual rmissionaries should, be consullted.' 
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"'BUt the r:uaipings are not st.§.tesmem Theyr have a certain systeœ and 
strong ennV!.Ï.ctions regarding some grea1t relJigious truths. T.he;w Have 
entereœ upon a political enterprise to~ great; for them. ~nder the 
influenee of these convactions, and undaunted by diffioulties whiofu 
t1ie;W oannot surmount, they are carelless of' the future, am indutge 
:iim iinaginery œreaticms ~ ·a re-consti tutedJ Cliina, modelJJ.ed byr themse1.'v.es 
œr rather by some sourcre of' fa:ti:e wli1i.oii:t is tœ mould; the change for 
'them..tf,(9)i 

'nO) Edkins"without a period of pali ticall. tutelJag,3 under We.stern 

ad~sers and missionaries, the ~ipings eould! not fortify their 

gOlVernmemli,~a:a:ti:e a Protestamt etlili.C'-r adQpt a. true Westerm Prote:s1lamli 

faitJi1,.or be trus1iedi tœ keep the:iir jromisas ta; foreigners-;{10i} 

:EkJsidu' :sri ti slh ai vilians,. Briti slh offic:i.alJs a~in usedl. the 

same tliree criteria tG' e~lua1œ tlte insurgyanms·.' Jrm a despatcfu of' 6) Hayr, 

1853,. Sir Geor~ BODtiam:, the Btitishl Pl:enipotentiary and Gb'U7ernor of 

Plbng Kong-" pve his impressions of Taiping governmentall operations t~; 

the F10reigm Minister, the Earll of Ç1arendom.' :BonJ:i:alln bd' wi tnesseœ r:uaiping 

gov.ernmemli from; the d'Elek of' the Britislh navall VJ8ssell Ilërmes' O'tf Nranking. 

'mie daspatohes and' materia1l. iIn Parl',iamentary P'apers Rellating to~ the 

~ll War in ehina,prasentedl ta; the Iraords am 5 Augusv..,.I853, indic:œte 

8 .. Oftem aoc:ompanying British civd.liam œondemnatiQn of ,rthe œiti.eftains 
for noit umierstanding and absorbing the 'be1iefi1ts of British a::i.VT.ilJizationl 
was' a cfeœJ..aratiom of impatiexme. wi.th afI1l T'aiping' pstures of moderniz
atiCllm wliliclh llacked Bri ti sh sponsorship. Edkins flS cri tiai SIDl of the 
Kam Wang was a case :tin poïn1i:.; 

9. Jfoseph Edkins"ItNarrat;v.e of a V'isi t to Nanking't',. aomliained im 
Jfane .Il. Edkins,. Chinese Scenes and Peoplle (Londo~,I863).,p.2!jO .. 

10. ~." p.305,p.306. Sae, especial~y the following: 

"l'lha'lt then of the ohiefs? Ara theyr guil ty of the anarchy that; pra-m.il.s 
and the immense destructiOUl of' llife and property'/ that~ onours? lDhis '.'U'~ 
questiom must: lie partly answered b;y;- tlie resullt'" Should they' sucreeed :iim 
estab;1lisij,ing an independent kingdom andl reduo:ing their t-erritory to:a 
state of' ortier, their rebellion would beoome a revo1utian. At present: 
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tliatl: BOnftaun"s missiom to N8.nking: was ohief'l!y poli ticall.· BOdam: 

imr.estigatled the size of' the Taiping a1'lDJ9T and the 'l"aiping,' cliief'tains 

exercisedl over their f'olJlowers;' Re wamlied' to~ f'ind out if' 'llà.iping: armd.es 

plJamned to move upon tH:e trea'tim' ports or upan Peking-. 

Ld.ke o:tli~r Blritish observ.ers" Bbnftam: relied!. upon factors besides' 

political ones tO) assess ~iping poli t ical1. ]if'e. He criticizeœ ~iping: 

dis"ltortiCl'IIS œf' tH:e poil.j. tica.l. nature of' his missiorr. FrOtlll Hi s acxrounrlt 

G,f tli:e 'lThLipings" one cam imf'er tliat; BODiiam; wou!d have support'ad Elri ti s1il 

dti.plomatiœ ca.aims to f'ree.dom f'rotnl outside dist'raotions,. suolh as tlke 

rEJlJigious affiliati.ons (Ilf' ntliose oonduoting.' rellation'B. Im t'1teir rallatio,ns 

wi th BOnltam" 'lThdping chief'tains as sume d' a collose eo:rm.ec:tiom lletweem tli:e 

CIlf'f'ic:i.all, British missiom \·lliicbJ. prp~emted i tself' in April ]853 to tlielDl 

at N"anking and tlte adheremre Œf' :sri tish of'f'ic:ials' on the missiom ta 

tlte Ohristiam rel'igiom.. BbnitaDll ref'used to alll.ow 'llaiping c-laims o·f' 

religiGus and' po.lJi tieal1 suzeraintY! over athe B'ri tis1il Dllissian ta lfanking: 

tlteir prospecrts are glJo.omW. They! seeDll li t1tJle likel:y to a1ttiain: tlieir 
o:b~ot;."' 

"lJu,t wha1t. ef'f'ort"s dC1J tlteyr make to introduae a systelDl of go~rmnemt? 
TO tliis i t must be a.n:swered tlIa:tt many among themi wislh i t, bu.t the;w 
want tlte skil:lJ. and power to' enf'orce i t, and' tH:ey: llave a 'VIas1t. amount 
CJ::f' cruelJtyr and lJawless brigandage tO) answer f'or •. " 

It~! .... Buoli. mem [Fef'erring tO) tlie Kam WaniJ are grie~d a1t tHe ew.ll.s 
attendant (J·ni tltfiir SYiStemt but their standards are f'olll:owed l:);w am 
unoonmrol]able multitude~and they,'find it '\:)eyond thair power to 
liimier the commissiom of' ooumtlJess crimes, orimes done b3'J tlieir people 
ami im tlteir name.tt 

IIIAml' f'ina.1Jly': ••• mean.:time whill.e this maD. œr strong and o.iistinate 
determiuation (rafarring: tQl mmg Brsim-alh"uat€) is busy w:iit1il tlJe defenc:e 
of' his absurd religious pretensicns" tlte peopl1e' tlirough tlie regiom lislld 
bU' the armed hosts are suf'f'ering 1IeavilJy wi th' f'eelings of tlre bi tt'eres1t 
reseniliinemt agains1i the authors al tliese wrongà."t 
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air over British Christians in GMna. to affeClt- tH:e imission"s diplomatie: 

purpose':(B) RefI.eating about Taiping-inability to conduc1t. rel'ations 

wi thout initroducing- religious considerations whiclD,if duly obseneêt byr 

tlte B!'itisli,.crouJ!d alter the pO]J,iticall o~~ti'U'es of Ms missiom" :BOl!Wj-rm 

sugges1ted tlia1t '.rraiping lt1i.erarc~ ami pa')]i tieal insti tU1l;io,ns wera 

1Itlreliablle. (:a) 

RrElCede~ givem byr tlie Taipings tG religious ccineerns in their 

dip'romac~ wi tm BbntiaDn was a mano~e Bbnhann eould not acmept. Tliese 

religious preoccupations seemed iDBOmpatiblle witfua suœcessfun revo~~ 

tionar,y'MOvement in China: 

"'1 found the insurgentEt 1ie.êt est'ablJislled a kind ot G'overnmemfj; at Nrankillft,· 
consisting in the first plaoe,of ~eping, the Sovereign R~er~ who, is 
silppO;Sed by! the oeliev.ers cr.f the new sec,1t (if sucfu dOl rea]]y,- exis1t) 
t~ h~]d position or rank, eitlier spiritua]]y, or ima corporall sense, 
of' younger brother of Our S'aviour." (II) 

B'onitam expressed il!lPatienc:e withî. tH::e generalJ, f'avourable view o>f lJ1'aipil'lg 

religious and moral!. life~: me was determined" a1t leas1t a"ft this stage 

CIff his diplomaey~ to disC!l:I'e.di t belief :i!m rna.iping polli tic.a~ a,b~etivi tyr 

and moral!. capaei ties.me :iincrluded in his report· tcn <narendon\ am unfavorab].e 

aecount of ~iping religious b~eFB: 

"' .&s 1 stated aJ1rea~ tlteYr liav.e estabJ:,ished a new relligiom wl:biefu ma:?! 
lie ca.lll.ed a spurious rev.elaticme! '1ffie lJase of this strue1iure 1s supposed 
tGl b:e foundedl. upon tli:e OM. Il\èsta.ment and religious trae.ts,. bttrt they 
Rav.e superadded theretœ a tissue. of superstitiomand nonsense whfcfu 
maltes am unprejudiced party almost": doub1t wltetller there is any reall. 
sinc:erity in their faitfuor wHStli:er it is not used merely as a 
poli tical!. engine of power by the Chiefs to sway tli:e minds o\f those 

B~~ S'ee Appendix :B,pp.:~G-a18~ai3-d.8'J fOll' a :ful'l1.er di seussiont o,f Bbn.l:l;a.un"s 
dip]omaoYr in April! r853 wi th the 'Bà.ipings at Nanking~: 

II.7 l!\lr':i!tish Parliamemliary Papers :rr853,LX:IX; Rellating to the Ciw.i.n W'ar 
- :lin' <mina, presented ta the Irouse of tords on 5 Augus1t"lr8153, Ho,. 5,. 

despatelb. of BOnliam ta) <narendom of 6 May,I853,p':22. iIereafter for 
~i ti Slil Parliamen1liam Flapers read' R.P.P'. 

,-
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wH:olll1 the;w are anxious tOI atta.Qhl to their cause.,n 

"']lbr instanue, lteOfung lIfsiw-clh"ua.nl :hs sta1red to: be 'taken up to lieaVlelI!. 
by Gbd', who desc:ended1. upom eartlh for thatt purpose,and froJn1 wliollll lie 
recœived orders tG) rulle the worl~~ bNJ subverting tlie present Gbv.rernmemli, 
and propagating lfew DOc:trines. In prosecuting this dut;w, 'Il'aepingt's 
fO'llllmlers al!l!.emad that 25,.000, 'Dà.rtars, mem, womem, and eVlelI!. clili.]jdrem 
att tlie breastt were put to death a1t the capture of Nankinœ- and tliatt he 
was O~I wai ting for a mandate frOllll heav.eDl. b.efore rdiaking ltliis departure 
to:. Peking."'(I2):1 
1 

EèLr1t. ']]WC) of' tlie ctiap1ter studies eaafu o.f the œri teria wm.clh 
• 

Eritishl ciViilians a.ndJ offieiàls usedl tœ judge the insurg,amlis. 

2. ']he RelJigious and Morall Life Cff the :ITnsurgents 

K.~ ereation of a Reîigious and Mora]. RevolLutiom 

British ciViilian descriptions of the religious and moral!. revolution 

which'was hope:ful]y on the point of erupting in China were numerous. 

Repor'l::s tliat:: tH:e 'Daipings were cœnsuring.- Buddhistl; and T.a.oist rel!igiou:s 

prae:tices were cri tical pieces of eVJ.idenca. rnœ :sri tislh o:bserv.rers, tlle 

destruction of BUddhist ana Taoi.stt iimageryr and templles :im areas under 

'.lIaiping comlird was encouraging. 

DUring the perio.d' of 'l1à.iping mili tary resurgenee" on 23 Ma;w,J!:860,. 

tlte Re.".. t!Jlriffi tlh JTohm wrote te' the Sec:retaryr of the tondom Missionary 

S~oiet~. He to]d: of the impetus givenlt~ Christian plans for eva~~iz-

ation b;w 'llaiping- abandomnent of BUdd!h:ii.stt and 'Daoist.: 1remplles: 

n'.;' .... the peoplJe seelD1 tOi liav:e llad!. st., .. fai tlb im tli:e BaBCtity 01f tlie 
pllaee and! in the omnipotence of tli:e gade.' This fai th!. had beem materiallJ.:y 
weakenedJ byr the rec:ent demoli tien of tlie templles, tli:e defaoement of the 
gods,and the profanation of this holly groun@:'.' What+ever ma;w be said of 
tlte Taipings, it is crertain they have done a gil'eatt deall. toward shaking;
tlte confidemre oi' tlie peoplle in tli-eir false divimLties ..... n (I3) 

Im 1&53, a crontributor to the British Quarterly Review memliioned 

12. B.P.P. 1853,. ~ op.cit.,. despatclh of BOnliaml to) 02arendoII! of 
6; Ma;w,.I853,.pj.22-3': 

13': '1!hompson,.op •. C'i t •. ,pp.1I9-I20. 

"-
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sigDlS œf 'l!a.iping alllamiomuenrli aJJr.'Jifmddh:iis1t and 'lThtois1t religious praatices. 

]le- neg3Ject:edi reporits (!)lf ttrdepJ!.orabl!e mIi.sta.k:es'" and "misoHiev:ous delusions" 

inl~ipingreligious praotiaes and cited this favourable 'lThtipiDEr 

religious dev.elopme~~ 

,r.:iit ils a grea1t and! glorious trfltJil ta> ltea.r tha:ti; the;w liav.e recop2led: tlœ 
fundamental trutfuŒf one personan Deit;w, and powerfulXy protested 
agains1t polrtheiSllll and atheism, so) that tlte;w are resolntely ami entirel'W 
commi t1l:ecl against all!. the olld religious systems o'f' tlieir counrtr,w" ami 
JaSi ther spare the supersti tiQns of the 'l\B.oistts nor the idollatryr of 
the Bmùlhiis1ts. W'hœ llut mu.s1t bve rejoieed: t~) see, as the mamtllemem om 
board the HBrmes. whem she was at 5ilv.er Isllaml, tlie great river of 
Çtina strewed' wi th the wreRs of' demoiished: idolls, and liuddhas, tvent;yr 
feet higfu flJaating:- in dishonoured arowêfs onward to, the ocean, hemrefoiI'tlh 
to lie percmes fa;r the sea-birds, Gr mrist'akem for a new spec.ies of' sea 
monster b;w some oredulous or affrighted navigator? (Jr4) 

lm 1853, a cmntributor ta, IDraser"s Magazine eriticized, 'lThtiping 

religions :tai thl but still. was impressedi, b;yr the r:ua.iping: re:j$ctiGn, œt' 

lBUddhis1tlamil 'll8.odis1t dao~rine~ Al though the 'Daipings were t8:acthill!lg the 

Ctinnese a spurious fait~, tha1t ta~tltlina]uded fUndamemtali Ctiristian 

lmlliefs: 

,Ir Our erlraata- from the relre], procrl!ama.tfcms have coIlJtained_ eul'ogies of 
of <T.onfu:cnua' and clenunciaticm oŒ' the oppo-sing- sec:ts~' '!!he lJ!rimetr:iio: 
c:nassic (15;): gives' a apirituall go-v:ernor ta, tlie mabrial!. umi.verse." 
adopts the-,:·saripturall. histor;w of our raœe, and acknowlledges am 
e:rpiato~ sacrifice and a judgment to come."·~I65} 

~itish; supportera' of religious an~ moran re~~utiom in e~ 

pofnted t01 e'V'idence tliatj tltere were certain schollarl1y <nmneae, wlto, bd 

I4 .. !!!!.tWo>ll.. 3Ij llac-.ci t':,p.I09. 

15.' l]!hiis,.Olf'tellJ. referred tœ as the Telll10w Sâllk D'ocument, was oJblt'ained inl 
Ma.;w 1853 Dy Keadows and l3bmtaul' :lin the Hermes aJtf mmking-. See B.P'.P. 1853, 
LX::l!X1i !P.o! t.:,. Em;l.Josure !l~.1 4 :iin B'ClJl. &,.p.32 or O:xemf'ord "a suppillementaryl 
chap1lar ta calrueryrand ~n"s book~stQ~~ ••• " pp.301-312; 

16 .. !!!.. Voll. 48',Jlo:c-.d.t."P.ô06J. 

1 
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Deome sinc~re Protestant Christi~ns and who) enjp~ed the benefits of 

lIJ'esterm oiv.ilization.'; ~ome Elri tislt. ob:servers 1œlliev.ed tliat; sucht IDem 

were defecting to Taiping ranks': A navall. Glf'fic:er, writing: from Amoy G'D 

25 October"JraB3, to tlie 'llïmes, was c-omf'idemli; tlta1T, a singu!iU' defectiom 

tal the ~ipings o~ a Ohinese sctiolar was symbo~iœ Œt genera~ ehinese 

dissatisfactiom wi th tlte m-ancnus: 

"'As mig111l; 1le expeœtedl there are large numbers of Cliinese indifferemt;: 
the;y have nothing t()) lose and theyr are toC)) ignorant tO) know tlteyr migh1l: 
ltav.e aDT-thing to gai~ '1Jwt; tliere are Dll1Dbers who se' hearts are wi 1tlh the 
mo:v.ememlt.: ..... fIt 

]in this same tract,- this naval; offioer d:eclared: his aonfidence :Dm 

'l!aiping moral:i t;y and religious zea]. He bel<ttived certa.im of the li teraZjV 

ehinese were avidly seeking the ~ry s;yste~ of individual moralit;y 

and religious doctrine propounded by,r the Taipings: 

'"l!here have been men among the~ sensible of the abounding evill., whO) 
frolDl time to time preaohed of the prevailing v.d.oes, if the;y did not 
preaolh morali t;y for i t s OWlt! sake, a morali t;y· sucm as was diœliated by 
perv.erted_ and' unenlightened oolISoienue, but still 'V1S.1uable im its own 
way, as te stif;ying tliat' allll i s not as i t ouglit to be; tlia1l.; the 
tltflJowery llaneY" is not the 1lest. and wisest;r as the foreruJIDer Œt betit.er, 
and stimulJating to inquire after,"tl:te 1let1l:er wa;Yt"'."(I7i) 

!]lie Kan Wa.., tlie ctOusin of mmg- Brsi'W-Cdh''Ua.m, is am obv!.i.ous 

example of a Cli,1Ï.nese imtelJLeotualL wliŒ· was exposed for man;y;r ;years to 

We.sterm civilizaticm in C'anton and llater in Shangliai. He liad receiv:ed. 

instruction and guidamre from' ]-ssactiar Robert':s and JJames Legge .. ~ 1860), 

t1:te R'alr W'ang- liad' joined. EIrnng HBiu-<Jht"uam as tlie Shielld King'; lm am 

GJtlierwise c-ri tioall. aoooumt, firs1t publli shed_ im I8.6I ~ t1:te Nrorvlil <llili.na 

lteralld',. R.JT. :Blbrres1t, a member of' tl:te Blritish coIlSUIDar staff a1t. Sl:iangha.i, 

ru.; lJJlie 'Jr.nmes of :Bondon, 5 ;'illanuaryr, Jr854 , P']jrs'ti; Edi tiom,."T!:œ Rel!igious 
Mov.ememt in ebina" ,p .. 8'.' 
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in~cted an element of admiratiŒnJ fo~ tHe religious fervour and 

intet~ectual ability o~ the Kan Wang: 

lf'I cmnmot help liking the Kan-wang. Oftelll l Have vi si tedi, him~ always 
an unpleasant business, as soon as business is finished',. lie is as 
friendDy and open as ever.' l mus~ now bid hi~ goodbye, wisliing hi~ 
wellll. out of the difficullt posi tiont ful ooeu.pies, where to at~mpt 
refortlIl 1s to pl!ace onesel'f in enmIi. ty' wi th al] other chiefs.: ••.•. lf al!]. 
~ipingdo~was compose~ of sucfume~ China would be theirs in a short 
time, but Kan-wang unfortunately st'ands perfectly unique among tHe chiefs 
of N'anking';"{lI8} 

JToseph Edkins disoovered in ][861 among the T'aipings at N'anking: onlJy 

a few individuals whose faith ~ ~iping religious doctrines was 

UU1Iuestionalflle'; Edkins wrote sadly of tlie strong fai th;, ot' the rebelL 

If, There lis DO! doubit -tthat He was constantly in the habit œt neading' this 
ami l œther part:s o~ tHe New Testament. He c,ompl'ained tha,t tlte majoritYT 
of the 'l1aipings do, not read! ei ther tlIe pu'M.ieations Olf tlIe insurg!:lnt 
chiefs 0'.1' books given them by foreign missionaries'" FOr himse]f, lie 
stated,. tha1t lie 'VIalued' thelDl too) highly" not tO) read. the~" 

Edkins was forcœd tOl concrl'ude: ~i.;:,' 

''Very,. few sucih mem are found among thelDle rmteir presencœ cmnnort lIe helld 
to have a powerfut influenoe on the multitude Olf their fel]Ow 'llaipings. 
Far from i t. A:, fev possess lliglttt" bUll; i t is light iim diarkness" and i t 
f'aills tO) preVient the aommissiom o'f the ~eatesti atrocities.'*(!9)' 

One factor in :rr853,howe~r, seeme~ t~ ane~ the British e.ommunit~ 

to the potentiaD. religious and moral revolutiom in China. rm a SelISe,. 

the British missionary aommunity felt responsiblle for the religious and 

moral!. aHaracter of the 'Dà.iping mov:ememt." RTiO'r tOl LaBO:,. cer1tabn Ultiinese 

18',. 'llliomas W'. :Bl!akistoD, ]live lIfomlili:s on tl1e Ya!gti;sze:W'i th a Narraüve 
cri' tl1e E loration of' i t s er waters and Notices of the Present 
RellelDion, in China Eiondom,] 62)',p.52., Forrest;"s aocounts liacf beem 
puUisH:ed as tvœ papers enti1;);ed' "rf:anking and its J:Diiabitants '.Ilhereoflt 

ad "'l!li:e '.n:aepinp at:, Bbme" :lin tli:e NOrth ehina HeralJd. See Blakistom, 
op • .cit., p.3lr. 

19. Edkins,,'lf!{arratiw~ ••• ,p..282 ,.p.'284. 

" ----~ 
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llaàl. studied under British miQsianaries'; 'lmese mem llat:er l:leea.me IJl'a.jjping: 

c1bi.ef"tia.ins~ 

:rrm his lIook~'Dlie miinese and the:iJr Rebellions"publislted im 18.!)6i,. 

'F..'F. •. meadows, the l'ater British aonaull, at Stiangli.a.i and N'ewcHa.mg ami tl'la 

f'Ç)I'I11er (ffiinese irrlierpreter ta, tlte ea.mlion and 6liia.nghai l3lri tislh ~uiIla.t:es, 

fndiea.1red tha1t he DelJie~d:that; Protestant missionaries were respomsiblJe 

f'or tlte religious and morall dev;elopmen1lis at !ianldng •. Meadows' diescri1ied 

tlte CDnnections of' lIUng RBi u-cfu"uam:lin I847r wi th Issachar RoiDe ris im 

eamtom and showedl tha~ suc1h connections bd oaused! mmg tœ assume tlte 

~adership of' the Gbcitworshippers- Sbeiet;y: 

""lIhouglh Fuug' yum-sam was tlte f'ounder of the societyr of Gt>dworsliippers', 
l!flD1g: seUl tBeuem"s superiori tYT was acknowlJed~œ. byr all. 'llli:e lhellief in hi s 
divine m1i.ssiicm now cronf'irmedi tO) li1i.mself b;y prospects of success" na,1mralJL;y 
cmused him to assume a tone of' authori t;w whiclh was supportedJ 'by his great;.. 
en' knowlJed~ of' the Soriptures"acquired! a1t C'amtom,and b;W the ta.ct tliat; 
lie was tire original cronverter of' Fung yum-sam him-self'. RenClte lIe was 
bettti:er able tOl introduce a rigid di scipline among the 'VJariet;w of' peopll.e 
whOJ joined the congregations':il'(20) 

:Beginning il11 mid-I853,news of rna.iping religious and moralJ. lif'e from 

China.-coast; missionaries was favoura1tl'y receiv.ed b;y many-' writers :iim 

Great Bti tain:.: r:lJhese missionaries bd passed! 1'1liat mus1t liave been-

mon1lili-s of ho~;y and disciplined labour preparing and tranB~ating portions 

of' ehristian Sbripture and religious tracts int~ ~rious ehinese dialeo~. 

The Bri tislh and f'oreign missionar;y oommuni t;y f'ound ev.idEmc:e im reports 

and! documents arriv.ing :in' Shangbà± o,f tD:e Protestant Dature ort Taiping 

worsli1i.p'; TheY'! prided themselves that their labours hadi. produ~d suclh 

20~ 'lthomas 'l!a;ylor Meadowsfl'Dhe Chinese and tD:eir Rel3ellions {Aea.demiœ 
Reprint s Slt;'amf'ord zr.iiJ.-œ-iginal' edi tiOll1 tondom"r856) "pp:S7-aa.. 
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promising results for the whoile missionary c:ommunityr.' In1 a llett.er 

whicfu rec~ived! muvJ:h publi<rl.ty, BlÏ.shop m)Bsom of vrictorfa wrote to·· tlie 

Arehbishop of ea.nterll~ cm 23 lYfa~,.Jr853,. des<rxibing: wlla1t lie c:onsidered 

tHe essentials of this revolutioœ! 

"'.Dliese Christian tracts and books so long distributed.' by Prot:estant 
rpissionaries, oftem wi th very heavy heart·,and desponding mind,among tlie 
1istlless mul ti tudes im th:e stree1ts and suburlls of ~om are a1t lJas1t 
bringing fortlh fruit, and <lOcI lias beem bet1l:er ta ua tlian our OHm weak 
fai tlh a.ml hope. 'Dhese l:iittl1e messengers of merONr ha~ winged! t1ieir 
fliglit into! tHe :rar interiQlr"as a te.stimo~ to t1ie boumill.ess power ot' 
the Christiam press :im aliiuaf and in the adjji.c.emt provino.e o:f' Kuallgll-si 
liav.e givem a character and impulse to wlia1t is like~ to beooms tlie 
mastt important of modern revoiluticma':"'(2I) 

Britislh olise~rs often-, emphaSijed tha.t eertain '!aiping ehieftailŒS 

at Nanking· or S'~o.ohow liad stated1 their wil!lingness to' acquaimt those 

outside China wi th 'l!8.iping:- religious traots~ BbnltalD1 and Meadows· Q'btained 

many religious traœts including t1ie 'l!rimetrioalL Cl8.ssi œ:1 I]ffiese are found 

lire Parliamentar;y Papers Rellating tœ the ~vil War im China. 01' 1853.' 

Snilsequentl1y7,. t1iese trao:ts were transla1red :iin entiret;yr 1iyrW'a~ter Medli11rs1t 

(~mi.or):': Jrm a letter to the China Maill of 26) 3eptember,.I860;,. Issaohar 

Roberits reported the willingness of the Chung: W'ang: to croDDDuni.oate wi tlil 

Westerm kings through the Westerm press: 

" l to1d hi~ if lie would write a lJett:er to tHe E~slhambassador~ l 
would' translJate it and' ciraulJa1l:e it through tHe newspaper s~t~m, sœ 
tlia1t the Westerm kings sho:uld see i 1t and their su:bjl:lc:ts to:o - tb VJery{ 
tliought s of hi s liear11 wliiclh lie wi shed tOI oommunioa1t.e sli:ould be spread 
:rar and Vlide, and hav:e their due effed. im moulding' publio: opinion i~ 
reference to him'and' his doings. 

'1lllis seemed: ta: lie a new idea tG> hÙIJ,at wliictillte re;jbicedly lla.ugliedl 

2][~ Cful.rlJes Maœhrla.ne,'Dhe <minese Re'WOl1utiom,J[~ondom,.I8.53),p.lI(i,.P.· 124. 
Brobom's llet1l:.er was sUllsequemtlly pub]islted! fO'x the S'ociet;w for tlIe 
Propagatiom of' the ~spe:n. ami for the S:Oeiet;yy fOir Promoting; Cllris"tijjam 
Know]ed~ b;W the Cliurolh Missicmaryr :In:ItellJigenner. Sée ~.,.V()l.. 3I" 1oe.oit .. , 
p.III. . 
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lœartilly and' agre~ct àIIà'd1tia'4l8_"tiiiëe.".: Be lias wrf1i,1I"e:m a lLe1ttter wliiefu 
fs now lœfore me in tli-e oourse of trarrsl!a.tiom and willll lœ ready for tlœ 
press 'lJefore l lJea-.re this plJacre~'~."'(22) 

J!iri ti Slil periadiaa.lJ.s and other ai w.i.lianrmœa1œrialLs contained) repo(t''lts 

framl <mIiina. Glf '1!aiping: morall e-laims and prac:tioes .. Eisliop Hb3isom crolœJL.,n.edl 

1tlm;ti; morall croura~ present in '1!aiping (!lfu-istian fa:itl:h eaused tliem 

ta express poll.i tioall dissemlt w:iltl:h ImperiaJJ. crovernmemlt.t 
, 

'l1I1hlin.ess tlIe;W wera Clirist ia.ns: frOIDI sinc:ere conrlc:tion,. ft fs diffioult 
1W> aecoUllllt foa- tlieir emiliarlding: Gm a course: sœ opposedl tOI the prej:udioes 
of tli:e:i!r felllJœf countrymem as 1ffia1t Glf assoo±atÏl!llg a pollitioall. IDOVJememt 
w:il.tlh tlie profe:sstom amil propagatioin Q1f Christiani t;w - a re-ligion 
lDOlI'e:o~ COlIIIIBo:t:ed' :in the minds of the Chinese w:iltlh the despised' name 
Œif foreigners.'"' 

]!ri tislh wri ters examined 'Daiping d'eolaraticm.s agaimst: the opiUlDl 

tradle':: Msliop llb>bsom o1aimeci: 

'''lfœ- œam we onl tlie suppo:si tiom œf anv 07tlier feel!iing; tlia.nl homurti; 
sinoeri tyr Q1f purpose :imagine aDIY' moa-e imprud!ent course in relatiom"tin 
foreigners than: the erlerminatiom of' opiUlll!-smoking, ami stip'liilla1nom far 
tlie to11a.ll eXO'lusiom of' the drag:,. fcmning allas&' a1t tlIe presemli tiime t~ 
prizmipall item œf the foreign impor1ts and ;wielJdling aImo:s1t tliree miillliom 
s1mrDing' tœ our AngllOJ-lDdJ:iiam rev,enues;"'(23) 

lb'T.Iirt&1Œ8: œf rnaip:i!ng: bar'liariBlll tm IDIilJi ta~ operatiGms vas diffiCU1ll.1t 

far Britislil wri ters tO) expllai'; Britislb wri11ers were either opponents or 

22':: lfansard, British Parliamemtar;yr D'e'ba:ltes,vrom.. I6I,I2 Ma.ro~ I861, 
C'O-'llumm I852 .. lm a speeafu ta the Ifouse of I2 Ka.rc3iJ,I80I,. e'ollonell SiYikes 
Gf Aberdeem o.ommemliedl oonoerning this lle1tt"er: 

HI tlie llet'lter ali],uded to; by Mr. Rober1ts l'TaS a mam.fest:o of tlie 'l!aaping, 
ad:dressed to; tli:e CilO~rnmeml;s of' Engla.nd',Fli'amre,Amerio:a., a COlPy of 
wliliolh was printed in tlie üondOD.! Times ,.aJl.so) in Pa.ris and New ITork .. 1f· 

See Bi.P~." lFCII'll. I&I:',. crGiIl.; I~53. 

JOlSeplh Edkins mentioned inr~.~l1:èâti.~ •• !!T:àrliMkt"g' ware1bl1llSe 
con1IiIa±mtng: tlte publicœ.tions Qf' tlie '!taiping dynast;w: 

ft! •••• airo:tlier.· llouse we VJ.i. si taci" a1t. a di stanoe arr a fa stree:lts.:pro:v.:ed 
to~ 1Je a wareJiouse for t lie publications Œtf the Taepin~ dyrœ.stYr. 1I8re. 11& 

fouiilarranged an the shel."V1es tlIe compllete ~w T.estament.as printed ~ 
"tiH;e: :linsurgent chief, and: the O]dfFestamemtJ as far as Jro.shua': Bris GWJl 

. ·---'--1 
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apoillogïs1ts concerning œ~ous ezamplles of' llarbariSlDl.,sual1- as t-lre massacre 

œf 2œ,:oOO). Imperialists a1t N:anking b;W tlie 'mLipings.' rnaiping' C2'usll.tie:s 

wer& ju:stified: am se-vrerall gro.um1ls.Tf tlie 'll.9.iping: k±nidclIIl1 was tG> SUll"Wi-vre 

af.'ter tlie faillure o:f' 't'lie ~iping' nartlierm cœ.mpaigm olf l8B3 to l855,. a_ts 

Clt>f barDariSllll were corœidered! nec:essar;w; 'lll:ie '.l18.ipiDg' IIl1i.lli tary <rode was 

liars:&; It; d!emandedJ. azn olfficrer execute a disobedl:iiemli Q,r crowardDy solldier. 

X-o.reo~r" ImperialJjjs1l:; atf'ficialLs :im soma tOWlIS iinv:ited' wltoHsal.e slaugli1ter 

blH' refusing ta: d~fend: their ci ties.' 

'lIhe :ari tish Gb-vernment did nom' ignore tlie issue of lJ!'aiping mœralLi t;W .. 

lm 1661" llio:rd Russell expllaù:ted~ tlie ~rnmemb;'s pcrllicy,r comrerning tFœ 

'IDa.iplings: b;W deba.~: pre'V/:iGtuBi'.; BE'itislb publlic assumptions ()lf lJ!'aiping 

mœrall. conduc1t. In; replly tCll (!T,oll.onell. SlYikes" RU13seD. found tlta.1t 'IDa.:iiping 

JD:iilli taryr forces liad: mist'rea1:ed Cliine.se ci'Wi1:ians: 

HI Eviery;bod;W knew tlia1t aV. Nanking and otlier places tlie re1lrells bd murder
ed! a great; numher of tlie intiabi tants, t1ia.t tliey,r bd lIaid tlie towm bllf 
im ru:fns,.and: 1ia.d made tlie crountryr a deser1t ..... :rr mus1t sa;w tlia1t t1le firs1t 
ad~7. of these forces did not giv.e a favourable impressiOtll Oîf wbt; 
tlteir conduct would be if they liad' take:n possessiam of Sliangliai. vre are 
tond of Jesuit priests who were a1t tlie Head ~ a nnmber of Gti~nese 
y,ouths whom they were instructi~. One of these priests was dressed im 
Chinese costume,and the rebels according to their custom! of murdering 
ev.eryDodyr who obey.ed' the Emperor of ehina, murdered hilTl1 and ont off tlIe 
lteads of these po or childre."'(24) 

compo:si tions,. relligious-, t'ana.ttcall.,and pŒilJi ticall. wera alll. liera,. inammljjng 
those wr,ittem D;vr tlie Eas1term King: and ~ Ire.m-wq.'lfo See Edkins,"tfarrati-vre 
.:.: ... "',p'; 28Œ~ ~reaf'ter readJ Bl.P~ for llFritish Pa.rliamend;aryr Delm:ti.es .. 

23': Mfac:raria1œ,.ap..cllv.,.pp': I22-123''; S>tluiying rnaiping.' opium! dec.rees :iiJm. 
IaS3,. the Revr. JTam.es Legp was simillarllyr acmf'idemt o~ 'lI'aiping: moral!. 
fervour': See EeM.';WJoll. 3I~lJaC' .. cit.:,. p.'II3 •. 
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B. 'l!1te Po:tentiall œf this RQligious Rev:oJlut:iion 

BritislIt journalists and other writers 1:.ook an active inrterest::m 

tlie relligious ami moralL characrler of 'I111"e insurgemts. Supersti tioD1, 

IDiiraculous aoimtid'emre" and evem sitrong relligious fai tli1l'rere :f>actors 

-thteyr used: to explJainthe 'ID:t.iping wilJli ta· surw.i. ve. 

af superstiticm secured tlie 10Ua]ty œf ~iping soldiers: 

24': B.P.Jl1.Toll. 16I,.lloe.ci 1:.,.eo:n..: Ig57~:rs5S~ comtrar;yr tOl tlie opinion. of 
certain' sahollars tliait Britislh foreigm polJicyr could DOrt; 1œ irIlflJuemrecl ~ 
mssionaryr 00!ICe1'1lS im e1IIina,(See 3.3\. c;regory.r,II~itisln Missionaryr 
ReaŒliicn to the lJlà.iping MovellŒ!ntti~ ,3o:urnaD. of Religious B1stoq,Via1. 2..z 
196~-I96j3,p. 204,"'Bu.t if Q;od is an his sidet 1:hait Œf tJ:le IJlii.ssionarie~" 
FFistGrYJ ait tlie momemt does no:tt. appear ta-, be •. ", ami' Ibid., p. 2I4,.mmm.1i: 
tlœ Blritish FOreigm Office C1Jlr it.s representatives ~ina. :iim tliese ~ars 
were like~ to> De sway.edJ, :fn any major policyr decisicm 'Dyr mn.ssiona.r,vr 
consideratiom :hs most uniLlikelly."h cme disco'V78rs tliav. maDiYT Brf:ti:islh of'fiœia!.s 
were welJll. versed im tli:e pre'\œilJing publ:ic disCllssiom aif '1!aiping' rel:igj.ous 
:rai tlh and moral feÎ"trour'; 

]1ar examplle,. (!T.oùlonell. S~es was a'blle tOl obtaim froml Lard Russell.a 
CFovernmemliali. evaluation 0Jf 'ltaiping religious hlliefs. heD, tltouglIt Russell 
!ad energetica~'claimed tha1t, , 

", 1 da, not.; consid"r a proper sulini:lclt for discussiOln lIere. the questiam 
of w1ta.t mayr h tJ:le religious doctrines lIelld! bNT these rebellliious armties 
:in! Clbina." ((!Tell. I~5€!ii) 

RusselllL conoludedl his address ote 12 Marclh,.I~6I,. :hm this wa;w: 

"HhasCiJJever wisltes tOl know wliat; their o,pinions are,. and how to1!:aJllly their 
cronduot is at variance wfth th-eir professions" 'tIJayr obtaim fuill.l. imformatiQm 
im the aex!lO'IUlt furmisli:ed ~ Mr. Brolmes, am Ameriœan Ba.ptis1t missionar;yr, 
wb llived some time among theml and Deoame entirely disgusted wi tlh tliem." 

Il'lmeir do:cdrine is reallly a blasphemous parodyr 0Dl <mristianitYT. '1!hey; 
Dave added to the tenets of our taith amidolatrous religiom ot thefr 
awm. S'ome among- thelUl C'JJaim, to': be sons and' bro'thers olf <ni:ris1t,and 
gov,erning ao:aording- to their owm eruell. and profligate fashi.am, tli:ey:: 
Qa.lJll. this Christianiity. 1 Dave nothing to dèJ1 w:fth arrtf aomparisom o€ their 
religionl tOl that of the Tart'ars,or Chine se, but when my honourable and 
~llla.nt friend asks me tOl baok up these mem Deœause theyr are the national!. 
pa~ and the discip]esof Chris1t,. r must~ say there does not; appear to 
lie a word: o;f trutlh im su<ril a statement •. 'Dhey are realllly idolla'l1.ers ami :mo 
bet1ter tlian thee7.;;Ctinese idollat.ers wholDl tltey profess ta> despise." S'ee 
Bl.P.Dl.,.Vo>ll. I&I~~it,!,.e',QJll. 18:Ba.: 
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ft· A Imira.cll.e marked: the firs1t Mi sing: of tlie standard. '1!lie ehiefs 
desired to~ c:elebrate the day,r b;W erec1iing: a mOll1lJlremtt.: Im diggilDi@: for its 
foundatioDS tRe workmen came aoross a stratmm ai singu]ar and ~r.w 
H:eavq pebb-lJes •. '1!hese prov.ed to' he 1u,m~8' of argentiferous lJead of' 
sJU'Prising- ricti:ness~ And 1lyr this mean13 the young Pretender av. once 
paià his soldiers their hire and at~acRed tlie~ tO) his enterprise b~ 
f'a.:i:t1il.1IT( 25) 

lm 18.6.Œ, <Tomonell. S\YilŒs spoke 0Jf tli-e my;sticat attraction o,f 

E!wng Esiu-cfu"uam"s eharacter inl am atre;Oumt; of tltè Mamilim rmi.U tary, 

inv.estiture o)f Nrankingit"(26i) Writing; om 8\ Oetober,.I860, to, tRe N"or~fu 1 

<1fuina Breralld. from, tlie . towm oi' '1!'aw 'Yrll!Ilg, whi]e traveillling to, Nlanking. to 

'ëake up' re:stildem:.e:,. Issaciia:n Ro1!rer1t.s uaed am excerpt from S:cripture 

t~ expllaimthe mystiaal attracti~ forces of the ~iping leader, 

,It J3W; as we. are tomd br tRe S'cripture.s,. tRat Kings sl1a.lll. become nursing 
t'atRers in tRe eliurclh of' CliriS'tt"I wo.umd fain liDpe tlta:tt. tRe prediction 
willlL beenme as li teralJlJy fulfill:n.eà as tlDe destructiom of tReir idom.s, 
nor do' 1 think tliis improllablle'; And as to tH:e reV'Ol:uticm,.I ~rilJy 
bellie'V!e i t willlL go> on 1tm c:onsumma:liian': If it lm of Gad no'· dev.d.ce of 
manl cam put i t-. dowm, ff not more than l'ikelJy ft w:iil!ll lta.ve gone dowm 
ere thisf(2'f) 

25.\ ~.~VolJ... 4~,lJo"C'.cit. ,p~ 598.' 

26>': B.P'.]))., Voll.. lô5I, lJ.o:œ. c:L t .. , e'O>lI.. 184:2': 

27. B.P..D.,.Voll. 16)1" lJo:c..o.it.,. Co>lI..; I854.:Rober1t.s eclioed aJJmosit ~rbatim 
tlie idealisDll of tl:œ N'orthern' P"rince jjJlll. cromrersatiom m April!. Ia53 wi th 
'F.'ll'. MeadQws.. Oxemfoœd made direct;; reference to:· Meadol'Ts "s accoumt: 

HI ID9 'l tire liortheI'Ill Prince] recurred agaim and again,. wi tlil am appeara.nme 
of' muofu gratitude, tœ the cirromms1taume: tl1at lte and his c:ompamiana in 8IrDS 

hadj. en;iPyed tlte special!. prote.c:tiom and aid of G'bd.!,. wi thout wlilie1ll. tl:œ~ 
wouilJd ne~r lta.~ hanl able to; de wl:ta.t tli:ey bd doue agains1t superiar 
nmmbers and resourees~ and alluding to) our deç-larat±en of' neutralit;w and 
mm..assist:a.n:oe tO) the Mamtclious" said with a quie1t air oif tltoro.uglh 
cromric:tt iom,. 

nrIt woWJdi 1J:e wroDg" foll' yeu' to hel,p tltelllif ami, wliat- is more."it wouœ.d 1re 
œf IlOJ use.: Our Hea~niIly Fa.~r Re1ps ltS, and no: one cam figl:l:!t: with', him.'" 
See Call]eryr and Tvam,mistor;w..: ..... , p.293,;' 
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F'ina.lJJly" in mid-l860, :inl..a l!ett".er tOl the Nortlh <!mina. 1lëralld, 

~iffi tlil Johnt and Joseph Edkins arguedL tlia:ti; a ferv,emt; relligious 

commi tment llui T'aiping fonowers tO) 'l!aiping,- fai th was tlIe fa·rc-e 

perpetuating tlIe ~aiping-k±ngdo~ t 

~ l'U; is eViident that the relJigious elJemeDt; enters Viery{ powerfulllyr 
imto: tRis g;r:-eat re.voJJnticmary movemeu'; Nothing ea.m be more erroneous 
t-liam the supposi tiore that it is a purelJy polli tica.l one, and tl1:a:tt 
ralligiom ŒeCUpies but a subordJina:b pllace in :iit.; SOl far is tfuis fromi 
being tlIe case ,- that ft iiS on tlIe cotrlirar.w,. tlIe basi s cm whiclil tlte 
former resb,. and it±is its ljjfe perpetuating- source •••• the;W feell. 
tlIe;W Rave a work tO) accomplislh and tlie deep comne1iiam tliat tlteyr are 
guided ~ an unerring fiqer, and suppo'rted' bw 8.Jl'. ommipotemli arDD im 
its executiom:ls their illlSpiratiom.e Si1c'c.ess tlie;w asori1le to tfte goodJœss 
o~ tlIe Eeav.eDIDy ~atfter and defea~ to his Œnastisements. ~e deit;wis 
wi tlh tlIerm, IlOt an- abstraot nolticm, not a st:erm implaealtlle sov.ereigœ,. 
bm!; a loVling' F'at~er WliO:l tenderly watches ov.er their affairs, and: JJ.eads 
tlielDl bNr tlie bnd."( 28i} 

C'erta:iim wri tera in Rri tain believed the;yy c:culd account for tlIe 

m~1teries cf' the 'lJa.iping kingd'O~ One j'purnalis1t interpreted' e'97emts 

as proo<t of G'od t's imlierv,ention in. ehinese affairs tliTough an ~mt,. 

BTIlng Esiu-ctil-ua.m,. to express ns disapprov.alL wi tlh the time of mid_ 

mineteemtlh oentur,7 :sri tish life~' lm 1853" this wri ter appa.zMl(til!y was 

oonvince.dJ that every Europeam natiom bd speciall. <:tlaims t~·; the Dî.vie 

:Being-. ~e D'ei t;w liadl traneferred:. mis Graœe and inlf'luence from. the EDgllisli1 

Cliurolh and from Engl'islh social ae:liivi ties to: tlte Far Eas1t. Eœglisbmem 

in IB53 were summoned by this writer to' take heart fro~the appearance 

~ tRe Deit~in ~na. an~ were to abandorotheir prevalent skepticisml 
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From', this acoo'1lDIlt,., at~ ~1eas1t". :lit appears tliatt a body of oi~lliians 

lin BlritairFere éager for a 'Daiping' re bel1l1iom or some other miÎ.racuiLous 

O~~BDme to restore the faithlof th~ir readers ima religi:ous, 

d:isciRIDined,and' standarcIized!, wa;yr of l1ife.MaD.37 of these individ'lmlls 

~uestioned whetHer EritisfureIigious and mora~ life was sineere and 

were attraried bY'[ a displla.;W o~ religious and moral2.. fervour im etiDa. 

~.Bœitish critias of the ~iping~ wrote of their desire for 

fmprov:emen:t of mid-.nineteentlh cœnturyr b'i tis}t;, llife. 

Repa~ts of a religious reviva~ elsewhere was therefore amimporiaDt 

cœtMeetb:ra:lStœme l'lri ters tliat alll vas not we1llL :in Bt-i tislh sGlc:iiali. life. 

'Ffte mid~imeteentlh centuryr '!Ùlslllriitaim vas the ara of l!fewmam and of t1De 

29,. !!:!.,V'oll. 48'), l1.oc+c::it .. , p~596J.; ~e 'tiIte folllJowin:g,: 

'~'onders,dis~ries,revolutions of atl, sorts, liad thromge~ s~ thick 
upom 111;" tJia1t lit was falJllinm intcl> tHe mosv hsl:llionabl2e apatliJr, bilIas' 
with its 0Wlll wOirk, skeptioa]l almos1t of i1t.s cwm exist'enme, turning wit:&. 
e.WJry.; vi tia1œd appeti te tOl e~r,yr impo:e'tiure. whicli:. promised lit am heur "s 
eDljPume1l1l; of myster,w'; SC3ience was materializin~ the worM,. an:di t:ti:e souills 
Œlf men,.,yiellding rslluctaniilJy tG! her domli.miom, re.'j:O:d:oed tm a1W del usiœn, 
wl:llicJi" were. it but" for a momemlt reminded: theœ of tl1eir spiri tuall. lIife. 
EtOl thaumaturgis1t vas too; fb.n.tastic for popul1a.r oredu~i t;w e'Vj9m whiDe 
"'InBredUlus od±''''' trembled1

, from, ev,eryr tongue." 

'" WHem suddenlJy fronn tlie, far eaS'ti;, fr01D1 tlia1i quarte.r vlien~ :fit coulJd 
lleast be expeot'ed:, from that rirange empire wlilieih had so:, Dong treated: 
the res1t. arr tHe varld as 'Dar'Jjar:iiam- came newS' of' wondrous c!iange-, botlt 
pGlllitical and reliBious"sl'ul :iim eitlier re:spe:Clt o.f' surpassing: imt':erest:.. ••• 
tidings a1t which EnB!~nd sta:ir.ttect frorm tab:ilJe-t'lllI'Dltn'g: and spirit rapping} 
and alm~ Hallted her matBrial triumphs t~ remember slie ~nl p08sessed 
a conscience and' a faith .. " 

Fb~ further exampDes of British supprnaturan and superstitiouB inquir,w 
in this period',. see Cliambers"s JTourna]l,:vrom.. 14, 14 Sept emiller, I850" 
"'l!he Med'iaan Illlberpretation 01 Dreams" ,.p..28:8;, and'!.!:!. V'ctJl..' 22,IlO.' 35, 
2 Septemner, lrB,!54, "'.U8.MJ.e 1]J.UJrmi.ng: im ehina'l' ,pp.'I51-153.< 

PI.ereafter readt fir..JT. for <mambers"s JTournall. -
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Oxford and eambridge movements.,and' Englislh theologia.ns app:eall.ed ta> 

tliefr con-gregatiorIS and tlieir readers to, returm t.()'l t'lie sacramemliall. ]ife 

t!SJf the (fuurofu of EnFlà"lmf and' to) partic1i.pa1t.e more l'lid'ely in tlie 

religious life of EnglIand.C~onsequ:emtlly" tlie 'Daiping- RebelJlion> l'las 

a time~ remincler to these lTri ters o,f tlie ~spe]"'s potenlliial ami of' 

wha;lt ccould De acoompl1ished:,.ev.em:im C!fui.na,. l'li t'lh sÏîmere religious 

conv:iction. 

Prior to:- the destruction in I864 of tl:i:e 'rraiping'ld1ilgdcm,_ B\I:':iiitism 

supporters of the insurgent s c.ould have taken hear1t tlia'lt ev.em criiticœ 

of' t:l:i:e 'l!aipings praised' the eff"orts 0'If' P-rotestan1li cmurclimem and J3ritislh 

DLissionaries in China to, correct tli-e rel'igious heres,,- 0'If' '1!.'a.iping leaders. 

:sri tish mtissionaries, sucih as' W''; iVIuirlIead,. Joseph Edkins and others, 

vi:sited N'anking~ Edkins,t's l'lritipgs d'esc!ribed' t:l:i:e distril3utiom im N'anking: 

a.f' Protestant Seriptures and relig:tous tracts.' 

Hbwe'V7er,ev.en Blr'itish public: opponents of' t:l:i:e 'lJ8.ipings found no) 

app:reciabille sigm Œf' 'ID3.iping willingrœss to adopt th-e \fes1t.erm Protestamt 

:iin1teDPretatiom ai' the Scriptures .. R.Jl'. Forres1i: drew at:ttentiom ta tlle 

dQ:Ctrinall, stulmo:rnness of' HUng' Hrsfu-cmtu:a,m 

"'doses of' orthod~ have been carefully admini stered to hiÎ.ml b;yr 
foreign missionaries buit liav.e no1i acted. as was expected!. Li t;tJle doxo~ogies 
lie:v.e beem furtiv.ely hurlled a1t hiIDI and lie lias swali]lowed t:l:i:e1Il1 alllL." (30) 

Joseph Edkins ev.em surpassed: this expressicm of impatience witlh 

a d:ecrllaratiom of' the usellessne.ss Gf Christian endeavour at N'ànking: 

Il' 'l!1i:e presence of' a foreign instruc..tor,.of jUdgment and experienae, 
among' tl:i:e Taipings at, the beginnd.ng o~ their religious exai. tement II1Ü.gh:ti; 
lill:we resul ted' :Iim tlie establisl:lmemt o:!f' a peacefulL and heal thyr 

30; BiIlakis1ion,ClP.ci t •. ,p.43. 

_ ... _~ 

1 
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Oliristianit;yy in the Kwangsii mountains,. b;yy tlie interpositionlof a 
croumterpoise to> tlte ov.erpowering' intluen:ce o:r the chief, byr the 
training: of' these men :iin tlie legi tima1te use of the S'cripture., and 
b~ diractingtlte~r aime to' the realizatioon~ tliB true Christian Life, 

Lacking thiis tlie;r were ur~d om wiIdIlyi ta; a. point wliere the;w were 
b:e~nd the c:ontrO'll. a.i' arry huma.m advi ser"and now, whem ai1; l!ast: the waYi 
is opem for Christian missionaries in Ohina ta:· enter ClIn1 communicatiom 
"litli: the chief" lie requires from. thelllJ faitb. in his divine missio,m and 
a pu1Uic~ acknowledgement of' him, as a sort of som of Gbd.'''(3I) 

:Blr'itislh repo'rts l-Tere not limi ted to: the rel1igious and morall. 

cilia.raoter of the insurgenIts .. :Blr':ii.tish wri ters examined' report,'s from. 

~na concerning·~iping:p~l!itica~. life.' ~itislhwriters asked three 

question'S croncerning: '1!'aj!pimg polli ticaJl aotivi ties. lJllie;w quest.i.o,ned 

wlEtiha' the Taipings would ov.erthrow the Hrsiem-fe:qg Emp~ror and, Imperiall. 

offiŒialls ire the proV7.Ï.ncss,.wliëJlllier tlie 'l!'a.ipings c:ould win over the 

Ciniinese scho.lar pmlir;rr to their pro~alllJ fi and finallly wlia1t tYlPe of 

government did the 'l!'a.ipings e.stal::UJislh at; N'anking. nid the organli.zatioD 

of IDmg EsiuiooClh"uam and'. the other ohieftains cousti tute a govrernmemliall. 

agenc;w whiclh could lie trust:ed.? 

~itish obse~rs appeared to' justif;r Gr negate polLiticall. re~]ntioru 

in etina. b;yr cro~ring' t-lieir knowlledge of the rnaiping movement 1tol tlteir 

owm impressions of wliat exactl;r shoul'd.' consn tute revoLutiona~ GOverm-

memt.- Acroording to these wri ters, two commendable pol1.i tical! crustoms for 

am insurrect:iamryïregime to' ëstalYUsh1 were a set'tlled populJa~ under 

insurrectionar;r Gbv.ernment and relativ.e]y free relations witfuforeigm 

officialJ..s. 



A. Taiping GbvernmenhAlm klterna.ti'Vle to the Manchus 

~itish civilians worried tlia~ the Chinese masses would be slow to 

aecept, ~iping authority if the Taipings rep]aced the Imperiall Gbvernmenm 

inl peking .. .N, naval'. o:f'fic-.er, wri ting am 25 OCltob:er" I8B3, f'rom Amay t:o\ 

tlie 'l!1mes, 1thought tliat :rr853 was tlie. moment for tlie Han peoplles of 

ehina" to ov:erthrow tlie Manchus and that the ehinese peoplle woullld only' 

l'eturm to' a lif'e of' poli tical st abil:i tyr 'B1r supporting rebelilliom in. 

,<mina .. Speaking of the l'IfalIlrilus, this nav.al offioer wrote oonfidemlilJy: 

"'i:tteyrlDlÏ.glit as well hope tO) turm the YraD:8"!-tse-Xiang and cause i t to 
rum up i ts sour~ as tOl turm the tide of" opinion whicfu is fiowing :in 
OJV.er China.: ... ..lVfanyr peoplle say or af'feœti; that the eoumtryr woulld be l1.ong: 
set1tJ.ing d~wm und~r new rulJe'; 1 thiDk v.ery differeniilJy.' 'lU:i:e great.er 
par1t oif tli:e Europeans :lm <mina are infiuencsd lW'r their wishes. 1 f'anq 
nt woulld su:ii.t the news of' some of' those enp~r:l im 1tra.de tlta;tI; the 
Imperialiistts sl1:ould succ:eedJ~' and as' the;W do not stop. out llong, their 
turm woulJd be served' during the short· reign they! couDd'. continue. About 
wliat; would f'ollloll" t1ie;W dOl not eare muclh to inquira':'''(32 J 

Nrearlly tem years la'tier" F'l'ederick Blruce,. tlie :British lIIinister ta> 

Paking, aJJ.sCll wondered' how muolh time wo111:d pass l:lefore the Cli!i.nese peoplle 

returned tOl peaaef'ull llif'e.~ :me 1:0:0 comœc.1;!ed' this cruoiall time eJJ.emenit 

to' the character of the regime at NB.nking-~ Bruce d'emi.ed] tlia,1t there 

remained any wiIt:tur Olf interes1t. betweem the <minese peoplle and tlte 

'JJaipiDg' JJ.ead'ership: 

"A~ po>lli~ in: etiina foundedi Ont the assumption ~wliicrib is generallly the 
true one lin civàll. conteB'ti;s): tha1t tranquilli tyr willl!. be restored as so:om 
as one ~ the poillitical bodies has triumphed O'Vl9r the other,is f'ounded 
on a aomplleite misapprellensicnn olf the oharacter and aomposi tiom of' the 
'Paep:iing insurrectione; 'Dl:te 'texperience arr se"reraJJ. years and the tastimoDW' 
(If alllL f'oreigners wl1:o:: lta:vJe. beeu; ameng: thellll show tha~; they are unalli!e to 
gQllJJern.': •• l dOl DGiI; thin:k: tliat any; grounds exis1t f'œr al!h3UJDing: tha1t a 

._ ragullar' go:vJ8rnment Q8,Jl spring out of the anarchicall and disorderly 
ell.ement whioh oonsti tute the p~icall. f'orce olt the insurreOll;i~.!:m 
iimpassab5lle guiLlf' separa1œs :lit f'rom] titie o.rderlly and industriouB part:: Q.ïf' 
tlte po.pullati~"(33l 

32~ 'llhe 'lf'imes·,,5 ,JTan.,.I854f1!P.ait .. t!P.~~ 

33. lBl.P'.P. IS'62,.t305SJ,Plïrther Fapara R~]ati!lg' tO' ehi'na,despatclh oct Bruce 
tOl Russell (/lof' 10· ApriJL,.I862,.p. 19': see JI'.5i. Grego:ry;,,":6lritislil InteneII!lii.om 
ami the 'l'aiping: Rebellion"',JTournalJ of' Asian, Studies,.Vo>JJ..I9~I~I959-196.o,p.22~' 
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Reporis frolDJ <mina 01.' 1;.lie emphasis giv.em m, 'lJa.iping- pCllllJi tieall. 

life t~ re]igious matters ereateœ differing i~~rpretations cf the 

polli tica.ll. stabil!i t;w of the 'ltaiping: kiingdour. lm li:!i. s speeefu cf 12 Mar<rilD,. 

fa6I,. tOi Farlliament, enl1.cmail.. S-ykes ca.refuIDlly indiea.t.ed· the difference 

letwe.:œli1is mm ·tTiews om the sub~ct and those of Frederick BlMIxre. SlY'ltes 

ppoke openilJy Glf the differaDll8 betweenl the bias of' B~ agaim:rlt 

ra1igious el!emems im pomitical. lI1Ov.ements and his own 'V7iews: 

Itr l\1row he J:S~eel]was no1t the apol:Œgis1!; for tlia rebella, and he diict nŒrtt. 
douM bUIli tliat tlie was~e of' ll±fe" tlte pllunder" t1le bu.i"n!i.ngs,and. 1ffi:e 
anarcJ:i;W spakem o:f byr Mr .. lJrurIe. realllly croeurredlf but :iim oiv:ill. wars 
exaspera1Jad byr religious fanaticfmm,. wliere tlie fee1îng; is "'te k:iim. or 
sutimiit tCD: be killl!.ed"'" tOJ attribUIlie tO) cnte side cril1lly' allll. the crimes 
colDIDlltted :i.s tCJI forget histŒ'l"Y7' and o'eaome a partisam.:: A:1t. allll. times and~ 
amc:mg- am. peoplles SUCli.l wars have the same lamem;ablJe aceompamtmemlls ...... 
t1le ~epiDgS profess to, hav.e a oommand from Gbd ta, e~irpat& ido]atr,w, 
and: ta· imtrOduce ahristiamLt;r UrtO) Cftina,and' ter. expell the foreign rulLers 
the '1J8,rt'ars.~ lrt is war tOl tHe knife therefore betweem tlism.: ...... "'(34)~ 

l!felJief tHat:. tHe 'Daipings were a l:egi timate expressiom of naticm:al. 

lliberall revoll.utiiC!lm agaiBBt Manohu tyranD\1T was attractive ta) cœrtain1 

Blritish obserirera': lm 1853, miarl1es Ilfacfa.rlla.ne "s o.bservations 

exempliified this l:lelJief: 

'hJma- paJlitioal pr:L1m.iplles put forwar.d ~tli.e partisans seeDIJ to hw 
beem com:eivedi :Iim an EnglJjis}iJ. œr .A:ngllo-PdDerioam spirit ...... ito;. saY! notliing; 
œf tlie republJioaniism· and! pŒŒi tical sea11. CIlf' the ~riœDS, soma o:E our 
ŒWnl missionaries li:a:v.e beem mem exai ted! b;W tlie. lJmJe ŒIf' lJi1lertm" and: ~ am 
av:ers:iion to', a11]. despo-bislll1 and t;yra.DDdi.es, ami we repea~ tlia1t. ~:1iristiand. ty 
:lis nGrlt 170 lie 11augllt as we. 1ieach1:it without awaking a lov,e. Œ€ freedOIm 
and a dasire a.f pœmitica]. raf'orm.~(35) 

Macd'arl1a.ne irisccnœred a vi taIl. tJY.ll1t~' Al stnd~ olf' missiClJna~ wri ti~ 

<lm tlie ebina coas1t shows tha1t. oertain British missicma.ries were comt'idemlt 

~D:at tliorough indoctrinaticm 1:t.w tlniris1tiam instruœticm and: 3'e:riptullea Clllf 

J 
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tlte eliliinese massas would ineJ7.'i tabl$ allsri tlte eli:li.nese a~ins1t t1l:e 

POl]Ji tieall tyramlllY <Dlf the Manmfuls': (1lrif'f'i tfu Jfoli.m was am e:rf'ecti-we 

spakesmam f'or these sem\;imeD.1lts~ Jrn;a.a lle1ttt.er Olf' 2 Februa~,.!86l1:, 1iaJ the· 

Seere.tary of' t1:J.e lliondon Missionary S'o:cietw", œ:t-if'f'ithl Jfolim ~ew:·:ai;:!t.ëntli!cm. 'i5.;~' 

_ pO'lli tical uplieavall. in ~!Ï.na. and1 po,iDJtedJ out wlia:t:: he lbeliev.ed· 1;'0> b.e 

t1l:e impending'pomitieall aollapse of' t1l:e Manchus: 

"'From; t1l:e Manmto·o's we liav.e nothing to hope but ev.erything: 'tiOl f'ear .. 'll1ie;v7 
are sworm enemies to Cliri st ianit y and ciw.l:lizatiouJ and' tlie;W ll:e.ve se"lt up 
their irou f'aces determd.nedlly against bo~' 'Dliey cam dOl bUll; llit1rle a1t 
present.' 'D11e wonderf'ul progress of the insur~nts jin the Soutlh during: 
the lIast ~ar and the repeated' def'ea1ts and the aompllete r.dli.scomfi t'ure 
œf the 'Dartar hos1ts in the ]f.ortlilliave thoroughly und.ermined Manchoo, power. 
11t lJl'USt; :fallJl. ... 'llhere :ils nO) power in China ta upholLd i.1t.: ..... t1l:e Ma.dti.aes 
mighlt as well.ll. at1œmpt tOl Dlow the sun out of' heav.en, as to" quenclh this 
f'JJame- wli!Ï.oh·, their f'ailllJy and tY}['amlU lia:v.e kindJJ.ed ...... "'(365) 

lm I853" am-taiin British observ.ers ac~pteci that t1ie T.B.ipings 

w-er.e' agents o.lf' nati0nalL liberall, rev.olutiom apinst; autocrati~ e.on!l;roÙ!. 

35.' Macà.rllane,pp • .oit';;,p.I35'; 6'ee a]JSOl ~.,P.'I3T as f'olillows: 

"' We; colIlf'e:ss that we olilllr. to the lielïe1' or hope tl1at;, howev;er imperf'ee1tJ!yr, 
seme seedJs- art the pure fai th, Moue beem SOWlI'. im China, great and: happY' 
re:sull.1ts may be anticipat.ed f'rom" We. kt leas1t this 1s clear,. - t1l:e 
CMnese M"\re liad! am awakemi.ng-~· Be1ttt.er alJmari B.Dl'IIi~ tlian tlte dead 
sDep in wlilicht they liave been lying- for so ma~ ages •. 'IDteir condi tiom, 
their v.m~s, their governmen"t" their i'rrelJigiom were alli. SOl bad:. 'tilIat 
allmori any oha~ mus1t be for the bet1l:er.< 'Dlie empire vas a pngrenedi" 
putref'ying: corpse.' 'Dhere is a1t leari ]!jjf'e in this insurrecticna.ll. 
lIlOV-ement • ", 

36i.' Augustus ]l'. Ii.imlll.eyr, 'lli-P.iJiIi 'lI"iem-XHoh, .I! mLstO!jlT ~ t1l:e '1!'i-Plin;g 
Revol1utiom (' 2 v.oll.s.'" l!i.ondom, nitJ, Voill. .. 2, p.: 4 '7iO.' 5ee aliso tlœ 
ll.e1tti:er ClIlf' miishop .IlbllsGlll. ~ 23 Jfa;w,1853,. tO) tli-e Arclibishop of Camlier'IàuIr;W 
im M'adarll.a.ne,oP.:a:t:tt.:,. p.:II'7I' for simd.lJar oon:Œl.us:iicmst 

"' 'lltie generall poùli tical aspeot of' China and the state o~ our internat",iom
all re.lla:tiiGns at tistim-e are suolb. as' to BUgps'li iinstabili t;w, expe~1rl.on, 
and hope'. '1l.his empire·, t1ie ouenera'Mle rel!icœ of a systeml (:ii.t is 'tia> be 
hope:dI) fs :lrà.s'li giVling: way,,, and doomed: ere long: to' beoome obsolJ.e'l1e" ma~ 
b.e om tlie brink Olf' g;-eat oiw.l:ll, con'Vfdsions,. CIIl1' it; mB.YT stin continua 
for ano;t;lier œaneratiom illllllOV'.ea1flJe,. more· froml :ii.ts, owm superilXOUIIIlbeml1; 
weiigh1!;l; than frOJDl its in:ti:erent strengt~" 
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Olf' Gb-wernment.; W'ith a phraseaaJogyr a1tl7raot~ tO' tlie generatiom wliiclh 

bd; li'Wed through tlie European re-wollutions of l!84~~ tG) 1849, Blri tislh 

journa.l~is1m jjlstified!. na:tti:we C1i:d.nese insurreeticnn as' a naturalL express-

:Dom Olf' am enlïghtened' populla.c:re': 

Wh:lile encrouraged' Dyr the pro:spe.cits oi' p'\lIlli ticall. rev..ol'utf.om im GliJi.na, 
..... , 

a ~iDutar to the British gua.x:te.rJJy Revin was m~tified:. byr tfte 

tellBét;yr and tHe lOllg"-suffering: œf' tlte elili.nese peopllea. . 

Itljffie ID3')'Stery;- is how the: rulers Have c:omIi:inued to.' keep up tlte delusjjC!»m 
a~ after a~ and' how the;y Have managea: ito keep dowm the spir±t and the 
:intemIigence Olt a peoplle sC)) numeroulf" colDling,' intœ comacii ,. a1i; lJeas1t diO .. 

some erl:eDIlt,. witlh other n:atiCDns, and: tm RoM tltelllJ sœllcmg :iim tb 
e-quililiriUJllJ state, without either pereeptible ad-mncemem or d'e:terior
a t iODlt'1"(3 7f) 

'Dhough': somewhat lie si tant croncerning the exaat polli tiœll,rplla.ns of the 

rebells, a eontriiliutor to Fraser "B' Magazine :imrlit8dJ, enthusiaSIIII for 

n:aiticma.lI Diberal re.voJlutiom in, <mina b;W dïsc'Oft'ring am historicall 

preeedemli fo:r am anti-llianohu eampaign.!(3ti) 

Be! lJIaiping Ability; toc Retain the Cbnfidence of the CllilÏ.nese 

Pe.apJ!.e 

'Db) fortif;y an impressiam ŒJf a nat:iionall. liberalJ. upsurge oif the am 

peopJ!.es a~:im1sit Manohu tyrallllllW,. certain Britislh writers in:v!estigat:ed -raporis o"f the Cb.ineae peoplle i~ 'l!à.iping as wellll. as' im Imperial:iisit 

oœ:cupied areas' .. They." were llooking for signe of C1iJi.nese disgus1t. or 

c'Gnlfidence :iim 'l!à.iping" reVJOlutionar;y plJatfo1l'lllS.· Repartis in\ mid-18S3 (l1f' 

the 'l!8.ipinga assumedl that for the 'llà.ipings tal suc.csed:, a ,.s'tt bod;w of 

tiie sctiolar gentry;- as well]!' as of the popul!aee bd to joim 'l!à.iping: 

37f~' y.,Vo'll.. 31,. loC'..ci.t.,P~'90'.' 

3S''': ]1'.M.iVŒill. .. 4Sl,:lJo:a...œLt.;,P~ 598:~ 
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eamps.: Jilrœm midl..18.,3,. repo~13 frollll ChliDa must; hav.e hem ca.refullllYï 

exam!iinecl "tin) determine tlie eff'eœlt œf lJIa.ip!ug· miilJi tary manOeUNlrElS UpCiml. 

,,;'arious <J'lasses ai' Ohinese':: S0:0m. af.ter tllte. 'l!rfad and!. SlDalllL SWorcl 

S'ocie:t;w uprising: of' 7r 3eptember,.1ff53,.inl S.tianghai, tH:ese bands of' re1lells 

bd' d:eC!:lared! for 'Dà.iping- W'aDg". '1!Iie na:'lal1 of'fieer, wri ting im Oeto ber 

from Amoy" antiœpa'tied a' generall allJiancœ of insur~nts a~tns1t ithe , 
Manohu o?lerlord'lse: Re d'escribed: am &llpealL byr the Eas17.er:m Prim:re olt' the 

:inswr~mts, lie reportredl. as faillllows: 

mthere ~s a marked difference b&tNeemtlRe people liera a~ ShangDai and 
1fua.se l:.at Nankina: the former me,ke no profe.ssiom ~ ohanging: tlieir 
re:l1igiœm,. though the;w sta'tia the;' are. willling; to take their l'aw e"l'em 
am that poimti: fram the p.eopll.e of' Nankim,. and their li berall. views seeun 
tOl be tlie re.sullt of liberall. intercourse with" EuropealtS rather tlian. 
f'ronn UtUI-e.r1iiaading· the true priDOiplles. of Q3:w.i.lizatiolT~tf1{4Q;) 

otlie-r Blri tish obsa;r,rers howev;er dose ta) emphasize the social 

lJimü:tiations of' the 'llaiping:- movememt. 'lnie;w d's:scribed the: exact social. 

and! regiolISlll baekgroumr o:if' the 'l.l8.iping ohieftains,. l'li tlh wholll1 Eri tish 

ci.villians and' off'ic:ials would' have to', oonduœt rellations upom tlie over-

39i; 'll1te 'lfimes, 5 Jla.nuary, l!8:54,. op.-ci "ti~,p.8)·. 

40,. ~.' 'l!he 'Ilïmes 01f 12 J"tIeU&1'T,t854. S@dftd1. Edi.tiOD,p .. 7r l'ln quick 
to: correct this impresÂOa.in an ru. .. ·G:LcJ.e. entitlGd 

41; lm tlie 1la.ok" mistoriClr. 3liangl!ai,. puDl1ished ±nt ].909:,- ~.A.. MQlIall.tQ\ 
da Jesus showed that ciass distinctions and' relativ.e economi~ lliv,e]i
liood c:oull.d: foareDtt; disgus1t for am insurrectionaryr mov.ement •. Ail lie Jœgo. 
Jl.e~d' to:, point out; :iin tlte fal]owing; passage was tliat tlie 'l!riadis and 
arther lmnd's were'''liard1ly tlie stuff'" for a natiC!lnall ll.iberalL rev.oilutioJlll. 
agains~ tyra~: 

'-
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I]ffiroughout tlie pericui 18.,0, t~ ][862, :Blr':ttislil ah:sezw,rers allJlowed 

t-J:teir owm preaonc:ept:1cilns ot' wliat scrc.i.all groupinga' slioulJd providie the 

moti'vatil:f:g: force/for a national!. re:voll.ution t:o:, afiec:tt tlte:iir œb.serva.t'io.n:s .. 

C:erta:iim British civilians wrote tliat British offiœi.alls inlOhlina were 

prone ta: find: the insur~nts soci.al]y disagre.eabJls"; A. '" Blt'itisfu Resident", 

wltoJ was presumably Jrohn S'ca.rtlb,(42): e:lJaimed' tha1i, rmtomas Wade,. a fœrmer 

Bri1iisli: offiœi.al~ of the Imperial C1ili.nese CUstoms ~rw.ice,. wro1te 

1DI!f'a-wurably ai the Taipings-.Acroording- to Seartlil" Wada"s despateltes 

ref'lJecrted: his knowlledge œf tlie regio,nall and sorial llimitatiorrs cm' tb 

::~~1r,\~~ . 

tI~ insurg!:)nt: hèrd'e consisted' mai~ of eantom and Fbkien1 jjmkmIem and 
a gond sprin:klJing of' Nfingpœ Drav.es~' '1Ihere were se-œerall foreig;m merpuaries, 
d:eser1:.ers frOmi slttips; al SOl sev;erall straits-bolrm <m1inese' speaking 
E~slh flJ:u.emtlJ;y~ L.ev,. the crommandmg chief"ODJ:!re 'a supr-broker of 
Canltom, was the fou.nd1er of' the lJIriad So.cdetY! at:; lS1:langliFi; vlIase 
,adlterents formed the maim part of the liordle, the next:; im importancre 
l:leing the Sblalll SWara... 6:oaietY! .. Another leader liad beenl a tea-broker; 
'l!tie mos1t warlike of theIll1 was a former mafoc 0.>1' th9 British eolllSuiIL and 
otlie:rr l!o:call re.sident S'"ehinL Allim.' 

Arnong; the petty' cliiefs fjjgu.red!. a ricfu woman who lier,sellf' equippe.d, and 
1.edl a ~ng' out of rav.enge. far an: injust'iae wliereby: the mandarins liad 
bereft lier a relative.! llJlte insurgents a11l. obey,edl the lav of' the 'Driad 
S'ocdie"tiy implic.i.tlJ;W. 'llli:eYT were gaudil\y ~e:ssed and wara their long' 
unshav.enL hair tfedl up in' a knot as' a tokem of hatred for the Manchus .. n' 
See ~.A:. Mona!.to; d'a JresU'B'~miistœ-iœ SlianghaifSlianghai, I909) ,pp.60-6:iI. 

Roberi Fbrtune took a simlilJar at:tti tMe tOl tlie lJIriads and "tio nati'U'a 
:insurg~n~ in (lliina. see <niapteri!DWClll" p~llbb .' lk'itisfu journalis1i:s œf'tem 
remarked lim artfcme~ dealing- vith :Briitism public: ini:ere.s1ts' im <mina 
concerning: the socia,lJ, ollass o'f the bel]i~rent8.' 

42~~ .]J'ohm Seartlh waB' a Bi'i tish oi-wilian who lJi~œ im China fo.œ- twellvle 
y:ears.: Bre attempted.' to represent the bodyr olf merCDantile opini.om lim 
ShangHai. Be ~lJiev.ed, British merchants vere critica1l. of Britislil 
c.onsular olffic:ialJs in that pori, of Slir J!'olin BOwring-, and o.f' tlie 
effect's of' the Earll Œlf Elgim."s mdissicm à'tii tltecillogè~CJIt.'),ï~llt '1iell'ilhw 
Ya~ze River ValJl.e;w. 'Dlte author (\f the aCl:Œ)urrlt,n~ Britislh Residemli"', 
tliough unnamed" was presumablw ~ 'l!We1l.v.e l1'ears in ChIina. vas follllow
ed in,r861 by"the book, British POlioW~ ~na,published in Edinburgh. 
Read(Scart!\oP..œL-te..,fOll" n!«i Britislb Res:iident.!",,'l!We.1.v.e )"ears in etina.' 
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'Dà.:ilping: lleadership'; Wade "as liastil1e 'tim a pet~to:wnsmalll o:r peasandi 

mentali t;y:. Ete seemed unaoeustomedl to relations wi th officâalJ.s of' llass 

tham bourgeois menta~t~ and described the poverty of inte]~ec~ im 

~iping'Œfifiaia]d~ 5~rtfuused sev,erali extraots from!Wade~s writing~ 

to show tha1t Wa.d:e W&S annous to ïmpress :sri tish officiali opiniom witlh 

11is interpreta~om of the souial. fncapaeit;yy Q1f' 'lfaiping. lleadersliù.p.'(43) 

B); :rr854, many :sri tish observers were anxious for a 'naiping' milli taryf 

vœctoryr which would' win'. o'mr the lli t erat i and landedJ. gemlir;w 0Jf e1t1ina. 

Am inœndedl. se:Lzure of Peking in the wimlier of ]853 tOl 1854 b;y;r the 

'lfaiping: northerrn army baCClJllle -the signal of viœtoryr tltat ma~ Blri tisl!l!. 

oillserv.ers ea~rlJy nant'ioipa"ti:edi. 'l!he fe:asi billi ty Oif suclh a '1l.8.iping: 

'V7iœoryr ma.d.e ~ Bl!itish observ.ers consaious off' every]' repor1t.ed mov.e-

43.[S'cart~"op..:cm.'t.,pp..268l-271I. S'.ee the following' extraots frOlIll Wa.de "s 
writings wltliofu descriiied' his relations with the 'mLipingsJ. 

Hf: ... .: aD lto1re'VJer higfu and low wi thout distinction of prow.i.ncœ or 
d!egree c-rotlded im to. llonk ait 1œ .. 'Dheyr beoame a dense mcb and paid noit 
tlile sligli1l:esit. attemticm to the commands ai' Hbu and the other chiefs ...... 
tliis pari: o1'f our erraml dons, we to-ok OUi[' l1eav,e, gl1a.d to escape frOIlJ1 
tlte pressure of' this most diso!'derly molli., and the mos1t o;ffeneiv:e 
atmosphere theyrcreat'ed~ l have seen.nœ aüinese eommunit~ in a theatre 
Q·r marketp]ace ~ess respeota'M1e~1I 

W'1i:eœ trarrslJa.t:ing: a re1iell documes,Wacie gav:e the impressiom tliat; the 
documemt was liess tlia.m a soliol!ar]]y production: 

'hJlhe wri ting- wi thim is mos'tiJJy in Hrepli:blieDlJJllimer verse,. 0lf sma]Jl. ]i terary,r 
pretensi~And in indifferent handwriting'- singuIDarly indifferent~ 
whem:ilt is borne in mind how ~neralllly the eduoat':ed Clilinese are found 
te- wri te dec.ently if net welill..'" 

F±$.llly, Wade spoke of a '1!'a.iping chief tain as illJl-suited for gov,ernmenta~ 
office: 

'''Our lios~ was dressed in- yel~o:w silk and cmriously embroidered.. shues. 
Bris oostume on the whole was rea]]y beoomling,. bUll; he was mamifestly ~rYT 
il] at; ease and l sliould say! at any time a ~ry; eommonplace persow.'" 

1 
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lm a despatcfu of' 26) Marclt,I-8:53" tOl Rutherford .A:1.oo'ck" IJ!'.T'. Meado1Ts 

ind:iica1i:ed tliat efuinese lla.ndawners tlDrOUghl wliose terri tories the '1faiping' 

nortlterm arm)Y" marched! f!!3.ve tlIeir polli ticaD. al'liegiance tŒ the Taipings: 

"'It is said! the.t greait numbers Œ1f the ]anded proprietors lIa:we made 
su'tmlission as the Insurgent arrrryr lias adv.anoed: northward b;y;r getting 
1ilieir ti tle-àè:e.tcJ:re-ind'o'l'sedJ to' tH:ellD llll1 tlie n:a.me of' the new dynas'li.ùv 
am pay.memt of a fee to~ the ci.V!ill 1lranclil of' tH:e Administratiam."'(44) 

Moreover,. throughout; the ear]y momtli-s o'f 1854, tH:e tcm:dbn T'imes paid 

strict:: a1tt1.emtionl too correspondeno:e f'rolIl1 llbng- Kong-, I!ramlion ,and Bomba;yr 

whi.clh gav;e any news of the 'Daiping northern army. Izn a lle1t.tter of' 

27i D'ecenrber" 1853" the Times" m:m.g~ Kong: correspondent was swif1t tJœ 

imterpre:it information concerning the effect; of IJ1'aiping: m:ov.ements upom 

Pelding: 

"'~ •• .a1t Peking the stric1rea1t measures were being takem in the wayr of 
searching for insurgent emissaries,. who were numerous in the capitah, 
and n~ doubt, the insurgents wil1 mee1twith powerf~ resisiance ~efore 
reaching the ~pita], and the sev;ere co]d of the seasoama;yr retard 
tlieir advance';'" 

n •• •••• ait canto11l al}]] remainë' quie1t,. bUII; the news from: the nortlD. lIas 
produced sorne sensatiO!ll and an uneasy fee]ing: as i t is ~nera]]y supp
ClI1sed! 1tltere i s a strong party in the city in fav.our O;f 'lJB.e..ping-wang.' 
It is ~neralll1y feared1 if Peking' -rallia there wil!Jl. be another outbreak .. "'(45:) 

Whait elememlis Gf 'l!'a.iping' ru.Jle i'n oocupied terri tory! indica:tied 

popu]ar confidence in 'l!'a.iping authorit~ Here it often seemed tRait 

preconceptions of' British observers pre~mI;ed theŒ frolIl1 thorough]y 

investigati~how for a period of' over a decade, the Taipings retained 

conJtrolll. oif the :iiml;erior. Frequently scattered tltrouglh:sri tish commentary, 

44. lieF.P. 1853"LXIX" op. cit.,. Blmlosure No. 3 in Bonliam"s despatch 
tiJ,~) 2l3'. r.ra.rc1ln"I8!53,. tOl CUrendan..! 

45': The Times"I3Ij@'ebruaI7T"I854,. Second, Edi ticm, n·(Illi1Ï.na."'"P. ro. 
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howev:er, was momentaryr interes'll; in ellememlis of tlie Ta.iping poli ticalL 

and relligious program,. whiofu might lill:we oontri buted to the permanenee 

Olf 'llaiping rul'e .. IJlhis was ceriiainIDy the case witlil JToseph Edkins. }Ife 

had. to: admit ëadll;yr that the instttilt.im.m 'l),f ]i teraryr examtinat±ons, the 

use of patronage" and 'll'a.:iip:iing regularization Q\f demands upon1 tlIe popuilJ.-

ace l'lere measures wlbiCI:'ll!. did estab-lish~ populll.a.i: oonfidence ait SOOChOl'l 

in 'llaiping ruille: 

"'The di.stribution of responsible offioes among the ll8.tives and t}i:e 
reguiLar system. of' ta.xatiCiJ.ItJ" now introduoed:,. liav.e v.eryr mucib restored! 
croUlf'iden:c:e liro tli:e neigh'bourho:od of' this important o.it;W,. and; trade is 
lleginming to reviv:e; Anotli:er measure,reoent]y carriediiiIdlo effeot; bNr 
tlIeninsur~ntllead:ers liere, is the institution Olf li teraryT examinatioms."·(46i) 

l]J}broughout tli'fl period ]"853 to 1862, sorne British obse:rvers 

indicated that· the permanence of Taiping authorit~eaused inliabitants 

0.1' oooupied townsto return to their former dwell1ings and.' acoupat:ions. 

Am edi toriall. in, the lf":orth China H"erald o,f I5 D'ecrember,I8ôO, indica.ted:: 

'''news lias reaohed the oi ty authori ties from l rnangkmw near Soocnaw t.o the 
effecW tliat' .. tlie gentry; and peopJle, anxious to returm to tlieir liornes, 
hav:e giv:eroin; their submission to rebel1 authorities and agree to pa;w 
tri bute •••• the submission to tlie insurgents :I.S beo.oming- prett;yr ~nerall. 
nov and a more settll.ed form of mbvernment :is beginning to de-we]op i tseH 
a1t S'oochaw and ot~r pllaoes ..... 11'(4 'Tt) 

BUlIl; this impression of popular support:. in oaoupied areas for tlie 

'I!.'a.ipings was faotualJJly oftal1lLenged: b;W many:.r BTi tish obsel'Vi6rs. One of the 

mo'st'; serious accounts during" the oivd.l1 war of" tlie suffering" of Cbinese 

46).; Ed1d.ns,"Elarrative ........ ,.p .. '249 .. Edkins aommented oomliiimousllyr about; 
wltat lie determined1 to 1:le the appeall. of lIU.ng: RBiu-ah'uam.s publioations: 

'"11tia'lt tlie public-ations of BUng'!-sieu-tsiuem are usedi extensivelly as 
reading-llCiW>ks lin the families of his foID.'owers is unquestionabill.e •. 'lJhey 
are employed both for educationall. purpo'ses and as guidebooks i.n OOnd1lllC~ 
irrg religious servieres and in communioating religious instruotiom.. ....... 

(P. 251) 
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ci~lians unden'Taiping'marti~ TUle was l'lritten by R.J. Forres~" ffe 

contemptuously dismissed' optimistiœ impressions of T,aiping ru],e:iY1. C;W 

!'\IlBjo~aU::;tlte l'lay! froIlll PaolYring tOl 1f.'ankinl?i: is in a wrei:ched 
eonditiollJe. Ruined! vi]lages and l3urn1t houses mark tH:e fury of' llast ~ar's 
war ........ all tlie aole-bodied mem are gone _. some l'lere kilJ]ed"but more 
enlllis1red' in the Taiping- army from1 wliose ranks deatlb alone will]. rellieve 
t~\DI.'" 1 

"' ...... a]]1 the o'ld l'lomem we saw were lef1t in' con:Il:emp'lt D;w tli-e Taipings 
to) tilŒ tli-e fields;' allJJ, had lost sorne re]ations, and two of theml sat; 
dOl'mt an, a bank: and aried' sad'ly, oDe for th~ loss of lier liusbaml and two' 
soma, tlie other for her husband and fatli-er."(48;) 

c. 'llaiping: Gov.ernmen"lt 

British wr:Lters were mo:s1t curious cron:cernin-g tlie structuring Q,f 

'llaiping- gov;ernment .. 'mie rnaiping inWcl.siom :in JJecemiber It361 of' Nfil'llg'PO) SOl 

int-e:rested' Frecieriek Bruce tliat 1œ poiml:ed.' out :LIll the folJlowing aec.o'1l1lIl1ii 

IDalliW of tlie criteria t-lta:ti; tli-e British (!tb'Vj8rnment l'las using' to.' character-

:iize 'lIaiping- ~rnment .. Bruce advised: tl±e British consul at Nlingpo', 

Ral'V!eyr,. to o,bsel'V!e carefullly tlie nature of Taiping treaty,;-polI't; gov.ermnen1t: 

"'DOl theyr sliow any disposi tiom to gO'VIern and organize the co'llll1tI7? ])'c!Il 

tlieyr wislh ta, encour@s'fJe "tirade? Are the orders of their lieaders oibeyed? 
])0, tlie respectablle and l'leal thy clllS:sses of Nlingpo\ returlll to:: the ci. tJr 
and resume their avocat ions? Are property and life respec!\ied,. or is the 
ci ty treated as am orange to oe squeezed' dry" and tlien tliTowm awaYfi lm 
shori i.s tlieir administration1 a liando-to:-moutlh af'f'air, or is it, co:nducMed 
so as tOl show they understand: tliat to form a government,. the wealltlh and 
:industry,' olf the count~ must not lie destroyed? Fo:r :iinforma:biom an tliese 
points, JI look ''li th anxietyr." (49) 

~otice had been taken ear]ier o~ ~iàd and Smalll. SWord Society 

cronJt'roll. of portions o.tf' theG"èities of' Amoy and: ShangH:ai.Frolll1 micl-I853, 

:Br:iitislb writers were interested in reports o:f tli-e insur~nts" respec:t 

far publiœ and private prope~.FM- exampl!.e, :in Ms supplememliar.y chapœr 

48:. BIDakistom,cœ.oit.,p. 277 .. 

49'. Jr.S~. Glreg~,. G-reat: Bri tain; and the 'NI.ipine (Londom"I96.9),p.I07r. 

l-
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tOl Cà.1Œ.ery and l'Van "s Historyr, Jro'hm Oxenford incmuded: a report. of 

18; Ma.y,I853, framl an eminenii crommercnall fiI'llll at: Amoyr.l]1lili.s described: tb 

~nerous behaviour of the Amoy insurgents upom their conques11; of' that 

"b hour or two' later the garrison opened the ga:ttes and alllowed t1ie 
rebels t'o en-t:.er tmJ1l"O:Jlested!, so tha1t, the mandarins were qui te helpless, 
but no dasire to capture them seems to have exisbdt for while tl:l:e foUlt' 
~t.es we:rEJ- throwm opem, onil.:Y byr three did the relmlls enter, the fourtin 
1leing lleft opem purposelJ3y to' f'aoili taire th'EI escape Gif any who: wished-
a privillege they a]], avail1ed themselv:es o:r';"'(50) 

PeriodicalL and' other :sri tish pul:fl.i~: aoeounts f'ound po,li ticall. and' 

phil~osophica], jl1stifiaatj;om f'or Taiping: gov.e rnmemt al' techniques .. lm 

r853,many writers zealously searcRed: through reports concern~ng, 

l]1aiping'poruitical writings to find: princip]es ai gov.ernment wliicln 

1Ia.d suitabJ1e c:ounterparts in the Westerm European] pO'lJitica.lL traditiom.' 

Slucl:b. was the approach taken by a wri ter im Fraser"s Magazine. C'ommemting 

croncerning" the 'llaiping proc]ama'tiion issued tG; counter the appointment 

ot' Mm '.ITse-hsUl as JIinperial COllumi.sioner to crontaim the reba1:s,. this 

authcmr cOIIC~udecl in haste:"lJ.).':; 

n'the austere: precisiom of' this dooumeD1l;~ :i.s worthyJ of' Taci tus. '111ie fralillk 
assertion f]!f parityr lietwaem the rabel!. and tlle usurper, the a:lt.tiribution 
(!fIf' title te)) pO"Bsessian al,one,;, coupled with the prQtestp~ins1t proscript~ 
10111 - taking and' keeping' are l:)oth alike - show a clearness botlb of aim 
ancl sigliIt, wliialb ma;w weill oarry, this owner to his mark."t(5I) 

Eri tish Clommemtary,r oonc.'Elrning: 'Dà.iping' polli tieal) maohineryr was v;ery,. 

of't.ell', affected: byr the prejudioe of the observ:er conc:erning' the who]e 

50'. C'a]JJer;w and lVam, Histor;w ...... ,pp. 3]9-320:. 

5I.: F.M.Vioffi.. 48:,10c..cit.,p. 600'. S'ee ~."p.599 f'or a 1trallllSl2a.tiom of' 
tli'EI i]iiping' proclamation.' 

,-
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paIlOlI'ama. 0)f the 'l!a.iping' C&'U:Se. Writing on g, Oe.tober, I860, to the 

lIJo·rt+h. Cli1Ï.na Harald! froml Tà.u Yimg, Issacliar Roberts enthusiasticalJ.]y 

cles~i1i.edi 'l!a.iping.· poli tica.l operationst 

"We.· speak of kings among "Wte revolutionisvs but the se ti tles are onlyr 
abo.u~ sa.me liera. as lords and dulces in England, and whem one of' them 
:iis' commander-m...eliief, as in tlie case of the ehung Wang",. œf c:ourse it 
increases his power.' lif' not; his dign1Lt;m: as m. tlie case of L.ord E]}gim 
wli:elll appo-inted1. Anibassadarf bwt eaclit is aacountable to his Ownl Q.ueem 
<111' Emperor,. as muclit as any other subjec:\t under like appointmemt:."(52) 

lm. co~rast': was the approaclit of R.JJ. FOrres1t.; ml' retained his o.,wm 

:i1d:eas' Olf t1te proper organizationall technique crl' am Eastern1 got1ernment 

as oppo:sed to the Eritish traditi~ ForeeS'lt. reject':ed Taiping' gov.ernmental.. 

operations wi tliout reviewing' ei ther tli:e functian of 'lYaiping' go~rnment 

or its previous accomplis1iments.t Of his visit in Mart:iliJ. J!861 to: the 

Kan: Wang:"s palJacœ, FèJrrest' summaril.y narrated:: 

"'e'oolies are sometimes visibl.e in these rooIUS, and in tlie ll.ar~r of 
tli:eœ some tliree scribes are forever wri ting' om yelllow paper - these 
few men coMlbining in themselv.es in alll!. probabilli tYT of' the wholle Six 
Rosrds. 'mie BOard of Re-wenue containedl mu<rii. coall while :Ir was there 
and the B"oard of Ri tes lIad: evidently been turned to a worse purpose. •. 
Abov.e these Bbards 1Jiv.es lIfr. Robans, wl1o:,at the baok of all!., lias a 
shed for a hospital1."(53) 

~itish writars lia~ strongpreoonceptions of how a go~rnmental.. 

s;wsii:aœ sRoulld fun-ctiam.. Joseph Edkins st:ressec'l tlie need for earefulL 

administratiam.in any pa1itical process. He bitver~ resented tli:e 

responsibillities: 

"'.Uhe reason why tlie young prince was appoimlied to" be. arbi ter im aD 
mat1l:ers of difficulltYT llaY'l in the fari that Taipi~ 'fang' wisli:ed tal 

52. lJl.P'.Dl.'fYG':n. .. 16lt,op~œi. t ~ ,C'oül..I854 .. 

53.· BTakista~ŒP.cit.,p.49~ 

'-
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restriait his owm duties as far as possiblLe to the sp1iBre of' relligion., 
wliiJle his som and intended! successor contrall!ed! tlie ordinary affairs oi' 
gCilVernme1l1li ...... :rt~ was to a boy of thirteen tliat lie a'btempted to entrust; 
the reins of Taiping administratiaII ..... "(54} 

4': lJJDa-,rellling PriViileges in the Interior and: 'Dhe Rec:eptivityr clf the 

e1iinese Peopll.e ta:, El.'ements of British G1'WilizatiolIi, 

B'eginnd.ng in mid~][853,. crertaim British observers "Became aware of 

addi t.ione.lL factors ott' more immediate importance to, thelIl1 tllam tlie 

polli tica]. ar religious characteristiu.s of natiVE insurgemts im China., 

S~oh memwere eneouraged by~aiping:promises 01' unimterruptefr foreigm 

trav.ell. in' the interiar. ~ey began to proj~c~ a wid:ening'pat~ern, ott' 

.B"ritish ciVJilian and official relations with the Chinese people, wlhiclln. 

would resu~ frowtlie agreememt of Chinese officialB with suchpromises. 

S:ecomllJy, tire reports of these obse:rv,em indica.ted tliat tlie <m:d.nese 

peopJ1e' wera wilJJ.ling to; aacept British tra~:Uers and pra:,wat:s int tlte 

interior of Cliti.na..' As Ctiapters 'llWO', and Three wi]]]. indica"te, the cruciall. 

factor for discussiom beeomes the exact momemt wliem these :Sri tislh 

œbserv.ers turned their attentiomaway from ~iping promises. 

certain af these men 1legam to enter tHe interior,implementing their 

pllams for Clilina. and' reporting how the wid'emi..ng,' pat:tl;ernl <lIlf re]Jat'ioIIS 

1letween British and Chinese civilians ine:reased the CHla.nces for Britislh 

civi~ians to bring their ~iv.ilization to the CHinese~Wha~ information 

did these wri ters hav.e whicli1 caused: such, a change im perspective? 

Froml mid~I853~ the existing conditions for British trav.eli and trade 

±n the interior of Uhina. was a trequent complœi.mIt of JDaJlyY' wri ters. Bri tisA 
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observers in Great Bri taim and on the Clliina. croast: were corœ"tian:Il;~r 

att:empting- im tlieir crommunioation wi tlliitlie <mD.nese to eBta1fl.isfu 

comfortable passage into the interior.' ~ese observers expected tha~ 

B\rHish t ra:we l', would be unimped'ed' byr transport sui ted alone for the 

Clitinese Ol!' Our the n-ecressi ty of' conxrealing British nationali tyr or Bri tfsfu 

prid'e .. :rm an article of l Fel:irua.r;yy,I853, entit:ted: "Middlle Age lJ!rav.elllLers 

im tli-e Eas'ti;1',. a contributor to tlie :sri tish QuarterL';y: ReViÏew defended 

the romamliicism ot' Middlle A~ trav..elJJLers to the Fa.r Eas1t,sucIn as 

S;]1r JTolim MandeVJil;]le or Marco: :UolQ) .. Knowledge of' the hardships Medieval 

"tirav,e1llJ.ers were wiming' to endure to re.ach the East; he]ped thi.s wri ter 

t':o belli ttlle' tlie compl:a.ints of mid-mi'neteemtlb crentury trav.eliliers tOI 

tlie East and tlie attentionl giv:em ~ Europeam gov..ernments tOI tlif ~e 

c:ompllEdnt s':( 55 J 

Ev.em 'll'.'F. Meadows, cliaracterized~ by many oomtemporaries, SUcti.l as . 

Auguslru.s LindilÇ",as an avid: supporter of' the Tà.ipings, wrote of his 

anxieties to trav.e].:. wi thout impedimemli into the imterior of eliJina. 

R-rior to the Arrow Wa.r, Meadows was upse'tl; byi the hardships Q·f foreign 

trav.elL in' tlie ill1l;erior. me meticulouslly provided for his owm comforit 

55. E.Q.R., Vo:ll. .. ITr, l Il!ebrua1'Yl,I853,"'Middle Age Travellers in the Eas'lt"', 
p. I365.· S:ee the folllJ.awing: 

"'It was to turn Dack tliese f'erocious ltordes,. the terror al!ike of S'aracem 
and Cliristia~ that the might~army of croises set; f'orth; and truEy, those 
who, in tlie pre. sent da~ are so 10JUd im their complaints if tlie trav.ell!er 
in th:e Eas"ti; :ts ev.em subjected ta a temporary :i;nconv.enience - wlio thougl1:!fr, 
it quite proper tlia~ Ctiina by,the argument of' cannonea]ll.s slto~d be 
brouglill; within~ the 'Bounds of' Europeam civ:ilizationf and who are now 
satisfactorily watching the result of the same process against; ~apa~ 
have li ttlle riglill; to scorm that, willd burst of enthusiasm, whicfu wi tfu 
llittle selfishl, feeling: sought to avenge the wrdJings of our Lord in'. his 
owru land.'" 

'-
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OJl1t his first voyage ire early .1853 into the interior: 

"1 W'ere l a foot shorter t-lian ]! am, l <muId byr hiding- my deep-seit 
o:c.cidental ey;es under a pair of broad-rimmed Chinese spectaC'lLes 
travel, openly al] over China. with smallL risk o'f detectiGIll. :But'. rIrfIT :D..engtlh 
ot' six fee1t one incJi1,. wliiclh is not common among ourselves, approaches 
tlte gigantic among t1ie sliDrter Ctinese race; i t immediately at:tracts 
~nera]. a:ttlt.emtion1 and then tlie deep-set ey,es" tlie lleard l10wever closefY 
sliavezr" and even the short hair on the hands and wrists':-.are all ma.rks 
that.; unt'ailinglJy lead to' de.tectï~' BNT adopting' the Clili.nese tail and 
dress,. and using' a boat corutainiIIg" nothiITg foreigm vlhatev.er,. no.t ev.em 
a penknife,. l could"by shammling- sicle and keeping' a si t1t:i.ng· or lying' 
posture when: the internaI OUst oms examinations were beingmade,travel 
through the country after the fashiomof the Catholic priest~t ~ 
'ttha.t mode impllies a crertain amount of priva.ticm1 and as the G:!1l:stoms 
examina.tioms are not manyr l hoped' to' be ab]e to affect my! purpa,ses 
by fi tting- my boat up imternalllJlr as cromfortably as possi"&le for am 
Englishman, externalJ.:y as an ordinary Clilinese boat" of the same class." {5d» 

At different times frorm 1853 to ]862, ind ivi dual British obserwers 

lleganl to realize that a wider patll.erm of relations 1ietweem Blt'i tishl alild 

Chinese 'civilians would folJ.:ow unimpeded foreign trav.elL into the interior 

of <nm.ne.. In am edi tariall. wliiclh analJysed Sir JTohn Bowring"s speeC'lh Œif 

FricIay,r" .ranuaryr 13,,1854,. to the Manchester Chamber of C'ommerce,tlie 

T.'imes prediŒti:ed 

II a revolution which! promises to' briITg three hundred mimions a,f peopll.e 
inta,' new and' l!Jeneficrl.a]. oommunicatioDls-wi tlh the rest; of mank~. '1!ba.t; 
remo1te and secluded empire of China,: whliofu even G1bbom :Lm his 
cromprehensiv.e survey o€ the civilized world thought himself justified 
inl o~rl!ooking:, wil1J!. soon,im aIl. prolllabilit;yr, 'De opem un1I'eservedlJyr to 
the rmissions and adventures of the \'1'esit, and Dr •. B"owring"s speecfu:ire 
itself contains evidence that if we have much to teach, we shalJl 
undoubtedly find something' to learm."(57t) 

A contributor im 185r:t-6,~the .itîshl. Quarterl? Revi.ew surpassed 

56. Meadolfs,.'lIhe Chinese ..... ,p.204 .. 3'ee Chapter 'DWa"pp.1 bi-lbS and 
Appendix El,. pp.a'D'5-JS'Qfor discussiolD of' Meadows"s at:ttitudes im the 
period 1853 ta) ]8565 oono:erning' native insurgenc;yr in Ctina.. JJesui1t 
wri tings and JJeusi t tra-welling priv:ile~s im tlie iItt:erior were factors 
which!. ll.ed to muclil Bri tish publi~ discussiom o"f tJ:te insurge&s .. Refer to 
Chapters TWo and Four for a dev.elopmemt off British public: attitudes im 
this respect:.: 

51.'l!lie '1lïmes" 14 JTanuar;yr"I854,. First, Edi1ti.o~p.6i. 

'-
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tn:e emiusiasm, of' the T:imes~ iJ.e argued: that uilci!1Wë.dèd ]e~31 ace.e.ss fo:r 

foreigners t01 tl1:e in-tierio'r of <lliina sltoul!d' satisf;wthbsè~:wha.<'1fere~.pJia:'Jl1Im:ing 

polJi tical!, religious, eOlÏlmèr.éia.JL;ai.id~ 3!mtrel!:tec:tfua.ll. pro~c:tt.s foir' Clilina .. lm 

:f'aet, ft seemed' t'he Ghinese peopl:e of the in1:erio'r and the ':rraiping-

kings eoul!d net fail to be impresse~ with the 'Virtuosit;w off Britislh 

~i'Wilization .. l!tike manur observ:ers,. this jpurnalist earnestly;r expec-ti.ed 

that other peopl!es would abandom their cru turalL lie ri tage far Britism 

traditions and techniques: 

'trphere seems a VJery strong' possibility t'hat the,-:,.:gàtas a,f thi-s md.gltt;W 
empire willL a1t lengtfu be thrown opem to tlte rest of' the humant f'a.!Ili]y." 
and tlia"lt. ere l.!ong China may llecnme as f'ree to Europealll influences as 
India .. The market; that wi]lL thus; be laid opeDl to commerce canno.t be 
ca.]Jculla;fl:ed .. 'Dlte people are as ~1t. proudJly ignorant of' tli:e ad"l8nt~s 
to lie deriv.ed from1 imteraourse wi th other natiions~' 

Whem omre they have tasted i:ti:.s 1lenef'i ts, there is ne dou~ tl:tey: wil!ll. 
ea.g,:trlJy reoeive our visi tors,our saience, and alJll. those superior 
embelllishments and comforts of' oi~lized life wHicfuwilm be libera]]y 
supplied to them from Europe and America .. 

What: musit. lie the effect of' free -tirade wi th this vas-ti; empire upon, our 
coumliryr, whic1h lias long< been, and' seelnS likel1y t'a:, be, the workshop o:f 
the worl!d,no one ca.n ~e]ll., but at any rate our commercial] in~erestis 
must: in consequen~ be greatl~ extendeœ. 

'1!'oj the philamthropistt,. howev.er,. and to~ the Christian the fielld 1s stillll. 
more inviting .. A peopJJe,so) singularly emancipating: themsehœs from1 the 
passi'U'e and sta.gnant state of' mind in wltd.cfu they have lleen: hopeJJ.esslyr 
bound for ages" :ils a cheering; proof of the inextinguishabll.e energyr of 
our nature and of i ts innate aspirations af'ter something bet;lt.er and: 
ltd.gjter than supersti tiOnt and idolatry;" or ev:em iiis own, idolized reaSODl 
~ self-de'Vlelloped. phi.losoplir, have been able to attaim.'''(5ID'-) 

Ei:>we'V7er,< as dlis0Ussed im the Appendix o::f the thesis,. 'Daiping; promises 

o.t' unil.im1i.ted foreign aoeess to the in1lierior and reports of' C1id.nese 

wii]ll.ingnesB to t'olJ.ezaite fcmreign travel!. in t~ imlt.erior did not impress 

the Hbme Gb'Viernment or the British cOJœu];ar seI'Viice .. lm t~ perio-d. 1853 
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tQ' I856,aside frolll1 a f&l exceptions, British officrl.als were p]aini~ 

applying O'lld formul'a.s to a series of relations wi th the 1:ielligerents.(59) 

But reporlE of 'm:I.ipin-g' promises to: fu1fill. British publ:ic; iDJt.eres1i:s 

im C1ilina aroused the curiosityr of B~itish c'Ïvilians •. The :f'a.ctors crea'tiing' 

public auricœity concerning' the ']à.ipings cozroerning' the 'râ.jlP~ will 

be explLored' in the foID!,owing tWOi cliapters :iim det'aiL 

59. Appendix k~ Appendix B,and Ob.apter 'l!.Wo· ptiS3-ba eolIltaim o)bserv.a.t:i.onS 
about British offic~all polli.cy framoI.8$3l to, I1362 c'One.ernirrg: th:e Cllilinese 
bellligerenms" 
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CHARTER THO 

THE APPROACE OF BRITISIDFUBLICATIONS TO 

THE '.1JAIIB}NŒ REl!IE1LIONT I853 - 1856> 

I. Latitude A:ll.lowed ta: British, W'ritars to C'ommemt;; C'onc-.erning: 

British P.O"JJicW in ehina and the Rebemiom 

'lnte first~ eiiapiter J:ia.s indicated! tliat many members of tlie :sri tiàh 

lcommuni tyr wrote pu'51icly- concerning- which of the belligerent s would 

,1Jest satisf;yr .British interestB :iim Ohina.. lm the same period, t1le 

S'u.preme PlJ,emipotentia,I'Y! conduc:ted re]a'tti.olIS wi tlit tli:e Imperialists, 

Taipings~ and other insurgent groups. ~e;yrdid so) in a manner designed 

to gnaran~ee the survival of' the treaty.-portt B3'iStem.'(:S) 

'1!he lIipp,endix ind.±cates that; liN:' ref'erring: ta> "n-eutralL status".,. 

Britisfuaffi~ia~ ±n Caina compeI~ed ImperiaIisUs and tnsur~nts ~ 

to.' in1terfere witlh British" settllemendis :tIn the treaty porite,. tOI rec-.eive 

œfficiali British missions"and: to" g'J"azr.li tlie requestB of British officalls 

wH:o' conducted such missions': Britislh of'ficials and British civ.i.Iians 

1Ira'VleIlLed to GlbLnese battlefielJdls,. and al though Greait Bri tain, was :)i:Z ~,.j;;~,.,·',::1 

of'fiC±alll.y' "'Ite'Wliralllfl , Olbinese officiaIs were alli:iged te wel.come and 

resperi British missions af inquir;w.' t"J.'feutral:it;y!t',:ilm ef'f'ec1t, simplyr 

alJllowed tlie British officia] community in URina. ta pursue for a ~ber 

of' y.ears :ilts 0 .. 1nJ. pollic;W. '1!he Ctinese could a]Jwa;y7S be compellJed during 

this period to, recognize British unaggressive iml;entions ~ the use Grf' 

Eritislh aggressive f'orcee.:(,m) 

:BI. Appendix BI exarmi.nes ki tish Cfilina policr- froml Itl50 to I8fœ <rol!ICerning' 
the 1le]ligeremts. 

A. S'ee Appendix A ,P.;'êJ,.!O for :Bonham "s despawlh of' 28; MarcftJ, lI8.53, 'ti:œ 
~aremtom App,end':lix Al,.pp.à.'18-1~8 and' Appendix B,pp.J.1b-l~ and pp.J91- '1.'1 q 
examine Blri tislh e'li1Ï.na pollic~ froml I853 tal 1862. 'Dhese Appendices 
1œe official matlerials whicD.l were ci teœ from 1853 byr many,- Eritishl 
writ-ers. 

,-
1 



.. '-"'-'-- :I_ 

I 
-54-

'llliroughout the Rebellion, British civd.lians in CRins. and comliri bu1iors 

tOl j9urnalls im Bri'taim ea.JJJl.ed a-ttlt.emliion "tioJ Bri tish1 official!. poiliiciff :iim 

e:hina. •. ]l'rom' mid-I853, many realizect the 1ati tude in Cl1:ina. for ~i tislh 

c~:wil~ian communiea.tion' wi th thEf belligerents •. Froml mlid-1853,. c::ertairu p 

puhllic aceoumts indica.t'ed' tliat British, officia:Ds inMerfered with1 the 

conduC't; of' war outside of the foreign sett'lememlis il'll Ch.ina. and] did 

na,t prev.enit Blri tish civilian rel!ations wi th the 1lelligerenilis. EvJem 

British official!. materials oIf the period sugges~ tHat Britisfuofficia1s 

fun, Cliins. openl:y interfered in; e:liinese affaira- im areas bey,o,nd, Blri tisfu 

jurisdictiOln ~ treat;w. Blw A;pri:n. 18'53, 'Jl1.T'. Meado't'l's and Sir Geor~ 

Bbnham, were curious about the 'llaiping: kiilgdom', and arranged a missiom 

Rutherforœ Alcock~ri~ish consul in Shangliai, mana~d to communicate 

witlil the Triad and SinaI;]. Sword insurgen1t.s after these insurgen1:s had 
, ~ 

successfully seized am S:eptember '7f,1853" tlIe wa])lled o5!.tyr o;f ShangHai. 

As willlL 'Oe showm, tlie Earl. of C1arendom, the Foreign Secretar;w, postponed 

his approvall 0Jf BbDlialll","s deelaration of non~interv.en1liion O'f 28', MareiD, 

18'53,(A) whil!e crreat Britain consulted' with other major \.Jestern Powers 

im ~1ina about their respective attitudes to" native insurgeno;w:iin China. 

Tliere are official materials whic-hl suppor'lt manyr observations of' 

journalists in Britain and British ci~lians in China tRa"\;; Britishl 

o.1'f'icia:Ds were indecisL'v:e and nega:ect'ed to apply B'omi:Bmi"S decillaratiom 

olf nom-inte:rv;ention tO) Britisfu re];ations with the belligeremlts.' 

B'eginning: in1 mlid;"1853, acre'ounts from, Obina indicated 1ti:~ .. tt;:;1!ieilt:LSlif.tc:i.v:ilians 

A~ Se,e Appendix A:.,.PP. ~SO- ';).Sl. Seealso Chaptc:rTlllo,p·bl. 
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did ncrt· expect BTi tish consul1! to oppose iincreaseà British c-ivil'ian 

aotivi ties im tli:e imterior. 

Rbw did :sri tish offieials respond to Bbnliam-~s d'eclaration' of 

no~inmerventian~ What type o~ resistanc.e to Eritish civilian re]ations 

witliitlie ]BlligereDts did Eritish civilians and journalists in Britain 

expect froml British officiats in China and from; the BritisfuGbvernment~ 

ilthough lJbnham: iaSued. anl 28', Mar.efu"I853,· a declarat'ion of non~in;:l;erv:emtio~. 

lie could not re:strain his Ol'm curiosit;yr concerning- tll:e Taipings. PreVIious 

to' the declaratian, lie sent his Chinese lnterpret'er im Sllanghai, Meadows, 

~re a preparatory voyage to investigate the interior~ and finally in 

Apri], 1853,lie arranged a visit ~f tlie, Hermes ta- Nànking .. 

BOniiam was weD] avare he j[as contravening" striœtt eUJtra]Ji tyr ~ 

arranging' a mission to lIBnk:ïng-; fin a despatclh Of'~.I853, to' 

<!naremlom, BOnham clearly revealed the extent of his own responsibili t;w 

~ 

for initiating relations with Taiping' ehieftains: 

III It ie needless to trouble your Lordship witli a peruœlL of tliis produc'tt.
i<ml; t referring to a dlespatoli! from a mili tary commander of one of the 
rnaiping: fort':s'); om i t s receip1t l fel t: jju.stified lin, despat'cliling Mr. 
Meadows ashore,.im order to seek tlie C1iiefs and make arrangements for 
the interltiaw."1 

litonham1 a]so) tried to reliev:e any anxieties of the Foreign Office ~ 

prov.dding an assurance tlia~ lie woU]d net provoke a militaryrencounter 

with the Taipings: 

m.;· ••• b.ulIi ni1t ean1 easily be understood that the men wHo c:rommanded ithe jjunks, 
and: who) bd no knowlled~ o~ our :iintemtion-s,. took tlie s1t.eamer for am 
enem;yr, in the mids1t of al1], the confusion: and. exci tememt prevailing' at. 
tlie time."'(I)' • 

I~':B1.PJ.P. l853, l!JXJ!X, Relating to the C'ivil: Wa.r, .. ,.,.No~" 6), d'espatcfu of 
Bbnham olf n Mayr,1853, 1to1 O1arendom,p •. 24. 

, 

'-

1 
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Bb.nham carefuJ1ly justified.,llis initiativ:e for sailing wi thout; 

instructions to Nà.nking.:me impressed upc>.m e1arendonl the urgen.t need 

b;yr ]a1te Apr:iill I853 f"0([" a British mtLssion to N"anking: 

".'.';'; for leav.ing' aside: a]ll considerations of prestige and historica], 
associations' connected with the ancient œapital of China (considerations 
neverthelless,. as your 1!.ordiship knows, of mut:fu weight on the Cb.inese 
mind), the fa.ct of a st:rorI'g' bod;W of armed men being- im possessiom of' 
so' la.rge and.: important a ci.ty' om the banks of the 'Wangtme kia~ in! 
the nJry hear1t of the Empire C'lose to the CJrand cana], wi tlh means of 
intercepting'a~] communiaations and stopping:the conv-ey,ance of grain tO) 
the capi tall., lis not one to be easilly! ov.erlo:akedi nor carelle sslly' g310ssed 
~r; and: to the Chinese as we]] as' to ourselves, trlie next; move of these 
forces l:lecromes an interesting: su1lüect for speculiaticm."'(2) 

Bbnham descri bed: his mission as being: limi 1ted, of onù.y a week"s 

absence, and one whiclh was needLedi to aorrec.-tt, rumours and' false report:s 

in1 the l'ooalL press.Moreov.er,follllowing' American ci'Wilian interference, 

lil'onham fearedi that further American sli!i.pping: would find i ts wayr 'ti0l 

NJanking.;(3) '»hese; expllanations"howev.er, onllJy serv:ed to comreal1. his owm 

curiosityabout the ~iping'movementt 

"'lm order" therefore,. to reconcile as much, as possi blle tlte contradietolJll 
aC'coUIrts recaiv.ed' daiL'y" r caused elili.nese messengers,knowllD. to: 
In'ti:erprebrs, to 1:)e despatDhed into 1!h~ coun1try,r for th~ purpose of 
ctiaim..lIIlg some reliable informatiozr.: ...... " (4): 

Bbnham,t1s refusal of an unpreeedented oppartuni ty for personali 

crommunication with Tà.iping-ldngs at Nà.nldng shows liis care :Iim rende ring 

his mission as agreeable as possible to the F"oreignlOf'fio:e .. EoIÙialnl 

intended to use tli~ Hermet! to suppor1t Meadows "s diplomac~ 

2': Bl.P'..P. I853,~op.ci.t .. ,N'o:,. I,despatcii1. of' BOnham of 28- Marclb,I853, 
to RusselJ].,p.:I.: 

3. ~.,p..2 .. 

4.: Bl.P.P. IB53,LJEœ,.op..c.it •. ,No: .. 4, despatclil of B'onham of 22 AprilL,I853; 
B'onham sent these three messengers into the interio.I' before Meadows tls 
mission o€ investigation. 
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"'.': .. .a"lt.. a]Jl eVJemlis i twill en:all]e me tG> comr,ey{ Mr .. Meadows safely e-lose 
tl'h tlie seene of actionl and prev.ent any possi bi li ty of hi s being detained 
on the wa~" and if l d'etermine on sending H:lÎ.DIl to the cMefs, the 
proximi t;w of a man of 1'1ar can only lend: to: a more fav.ourabl!e reaeptiom 
than }te might otherwi se oti'aim" (5;) 

lm his book,'lIhe Chinese and their RelmllJion-s, Meadows adJni tted 

t'liat; BDnham"s mission oi' mid\..JI853 tO) N"anking: was questionalfl.1.e inl Hs 

mo"tivation .. Meadows understood the diffieul t;Yï of' jj1snf~ng the missiom 

and of' explJaining his and Bbnliam"s initiatiVJe •. Meadows found eonv.eniemli 

jj1stificatiom. ResponsibiJl.i t;y;" for the mission in mid-]853 to Nanking' 

d:ild not rest wi th Bbnham and himselJf:- the prasence of the O'lii.nese 

Imperial fllee1t on the 1'"angtze below ~inkiang- and behini tlie Karmas 

forced the British mission to sail on to Nanking~ Meadows wroVe of the 

action at· Chinkiang:-

"'lI1ie lorcha.s[ of' the approacliIi.ng: Imperialisit flleet]had aJlll. red flags, 
tH:ait at:a little 'distance were not to lm distinguished frowa faded 
Brïtisfured~n~ign;- anœ after false proclamations that: had beemissued 
about steamers, the RelieDs naturally took tlie Hermes fO'r tH:e first; of' 
am attacking:' aquadron'" Theyr accordingly opened fire on lier, and as tlte 
flseitwas rapidly nearin~and a general action imminemli, no course was 
lleft but to steam on at onee to Nanking; w~iclh 1'1as done ,after a note 
explJanatory' of the ciraums1mnaes had been lianded to a boatman: fOT 
deJ.ti very! to the Re lielL C'ommanders.~' (6)'. 

lm fa.ct, prior to BOnlia.JJl1"S declaration in M'arcm I853 o.rt' non-

in..terv.ention,and his vOY'flge in Aprill to' Nanking, Bonliam and Rutherford 

Allcock seriously contempllated offerin-g armed assistance t'a the 

Imperialisb. Hefore Bonham l'S missiom to Nanking, the B!ri tish official. 

community had litt1!e reasom to supporit the forces of poiLiticali 

:ilnsurrec:tionl in China.' JTohn· Howring,:ari tish e.onsul in Canton, was 

discouraged b;W the revolutionary situation' im the initerior.1 J!l'owring 

5. :BJ.P.P. I853,Lm!X,op..ci t.;,wo:.: 4,p.:rrr .. 
6· ... Meadows,'llhe Chinese •••• ,P. 252. 
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m~ntioned pessim~stic reports.from l eertain ehina-ooa~missionaries 

about tliB rnaipingJ3t 

tt'lm Mayr 1852 lie tolld' the FOreign Offie:a, tliat there had been·. for àome 
t"ime pas1t re.port:s of ehristiam fnscript"±ons upon tlie banners of' the 
insurgemtis" bull; quoted Prote:stallJii'" missionary apiniom tliat' reb:elL use 
af the terDl1 "'SliaIlS"!-ti"' .. ' ..... referred' not to the <rnristian GOd but to 
a <minese god of waDii,n'{7r) 

lm MarcÏh ~853, Bbniiam and. AJJcock considered tlie al ternati~ of 

offeringthe 1mperialistB British naval suppo~ to) suppress ~lie 

iDlSurreœl;iou' in the interior in exahange for favourablè trea1l\V7 revisiom.(ff:) 

Aftter serious thouglit,. Bon:fta.lm rej~cted this idea wi th, his de c-liarat i on· 

cm; 28.: MarciD,.I853 .. As lie wrote om that day/" t11:e I]la.ipling: seizure Qf Ranking-

caused apprehensiom ml ShangHai.. All.c:o:ck howev:er remaizred anxious tOl 

estaollislb. some cœ-operafi-we pJla.mwitlb. ]Dcal!. ImerialL offiœ:ial.s, and 

during' I853<1Il'cmi:iaml bd.:. tOJ seurelly restrain Alleoekt's a.mbi tion'S~(9) 

DUring: 1853" the status of' '''neUltirallll' prQll7Ji,ded suf'fiClci.emli proJtectiom 

for foreigm. colDIllUni ties in tlie treatjY'f Po:rtt.s~I(Bl 

A passa~ im 1Hie'I1\:pp:endir describes AJlco:e'k"s destruction' Èl1 Aprill. 

1854 ~f tHe tw~ ]mperialis~ camps~epposite the foreign sett]ement~ 

bo-rdering' on the racetrac~ (Al.) Af'ter this VJenture, Allcock eommitted 

Bl'itislh forces tG' protect 1mperialiri forcœs who' were relluilding tlie 

twOJ camps in: another po'Si tione.i 'l1riaœ forces were kept· away/ onl 'Ti AprilL, 

1aS4, froml tlt:e Dnperialist:::oamps b;vr Britislh forces according: 11:0, am 

a~eememli reacmedi b;V{ ']}tomas Wade wi th, lLocalL Bnperialiri officiaIs.' 

1!.œregory J:œreat Bri taim.: ..... , pp. 7-&': :Bowrin-g"'s eommentary! in 1852 
aoncœrnirrg tlie Tà.ipings was charaateristiœ œr a man, who was genera]]y 
disaouragedJwitlilthe state of British relations with the <minase.]!!Or :'::.<"~~:-:!' 
furtli-er c:i.tings of Bbwring,t's discrouragement with British ehina. poiLicy/ 
and for J.iIOreign Of'fic;:e rtef;lJeœt of his recommendations, see ]faiir'bank, 
GP .c::ht ':,p .40:2 "p ~ 7tE'.· 

"-
1 
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Alc:o:ok jju.s1tiified his attaclt out:side of the foreign sett.-l'emen:tt llwT 

am appeall for the survivaD. of British trea1lT .... PQ1l'1t jilrisdic:tiom. Im fae.1t., 

AJLcro:ok was so' C!:Ollfident of his position that he appeal!ed tOl :SOnham1 for 

C!lJVeralllL approvaD. 01f any further mili tar,w aœtiom that lie miglilli; lie forced 

tœ 'lISe "ta:: pre'VJent furt'lier incurs:co,ns b37 the œlligerent ID upo'n t'fie foreigm 

settl!ememf;·.' lm a d'espatafiJ.olf' 4 Aprill,I8!)4, t.m the J'Gl1"eigm Col3lSuiIls at; 

Sllangliiri.,. he indicated: 

"'1 aDl1 sa.tisf'iedl that und'er erlsting eircllIIllStanc-ea im GliIi.na, tltere is' 
l1ess 170 be risked!. andl 10 st .. by' a firml and: unhesi tating; resistamre,. whëner 
the attacking; party lie insurg.emlis or J!inperialist:s,. t'liam mus1t 'Ile ineri t'abilJ;yJ 
~redl bTt any more temporizing or timidl poillic;m' and it wiW afford 
me. a great satisf'act±cm if inl this w.i.ew l am l:Jorne out ~ the COImurremrtt. 
opiniom olf' my CX)iIllJ..eagues.~"(IQ') 

Recei'Wing-' their approv.a:ll., AJl.cn:ck wrOili:e tml 13 Apr:iill."I&54,. tOl B'oDiiaDll 

im. a ma.nn:er whi:.clh indicat'e.s lie expec:ted BOniiaIn1 tO) cdo:selq review ns 

millitary acti'Wities but ~ fuJllJy aon:cur wiith his oblj,ectiv.es: 

'I! 
1 trmrtt now tha1t tltere: lias beem time to estimatte wi1l.fu greater certaimlijW 

tlie probab11e re'SUlLts 01f these anrlous and liarrassin:g' effaris 1t.o, make l:tead 
agains1t the dangers wi th which weTe' menaced!,. tha1t B.èr Majj?lst;ytl's 
(Jb-,œrnment wil]. see reasom to approVle of tlie wl:t:ol1e course of a~icm and 
:lits f'rui t:: and1 llearing- in mina:. tli:e v.eryr œri tical pcrsitiom iro whli.cdiL tli:e 

111' .. : œll'egoryy,. Great Britain.: ..... , PP.I2-I4': See al\s()) !&,.,Vœn. .. 985, ~ 
18!)3·,."Ro-J:1itieall. Dis"tiurbailCJeS in< <!nii.n:a"',p': 129) for recommandations as 
tm tl:te course British officnals slioul'ci pursue toward.'s the œliligeremlis 
wi th! the approacti1 of treat;w revisiom. 

9.: œll'e-goryy,Œreat Britaim.· ..... ·,PP .. I4-15.-r 

.I!~ See Appendir A,Pp.'al,/f-J, '31 f'etr am :iilIJ1us1;rat±om cd' AlJ.c:oak"s ao:1iivi ties' 
b April!. 1854 during this incident.' 

~j ]ilQr an exami.nat:iiœm of' :sri tislil of'f'ieial ac:tiw.i. 'tiies mu Ctina. ta: 
guaramttee the surv.!val of the treaty..pori system,.see Appemih ]J, 
pp,.: a~.l- d. (n. 
lOi.:' llt.P.P.I854,LDI:E" (I792] ,. Elm'lJosur& 1\11'0''; 3 :lin Ba."'I,. a.ireullar adidlressed~ 
-a:qo:n 4: Apr:iil!."I854" b.?r Al.cock t'a.> the Foreign C'onsuiLs ±m Sbnghai,. im 
BOwriDlg-s daspatcih of Ital Apriill,I8.54,. 11:0) Clarend:o!l7p;5.'1 
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foreign crommuni ty is 1leing: plla.,cred: b;y;r tlie civil war a1t this poiIrlt, "tiha1t 
tlte:1)" willl1. l:le prepared tO) snacr.tion wi th their aUllihori t:1)" what eV!er further 
m:easures rrrayr be found alisoiutel1;W requisite to maiml1ain ourset':v.es im. 
secur:iit;w~'t(II)\ 

BUt Al:cronk"s agg,ressiV!e diplomacy was no1t reviewed ~ sar Georg,e 

lfonham., tO) wli:om lie addr~ssed his despatahes.' S-djr JTohn BOwrfng: b& ~s1J.; 

~rriftd frOIll1 E~ as Slupreme' Fllsnd.ip~.eml;ia~~ lBbwr±ng:: justified 

AlI.C'o'ok's aœimties and! dlid not: remind! him' tliat the Supreme Pli.enipoteD:Itial'Yf 

eoulldJ exercise superwisoryr dliscretiom c:otnœrIrimg the deployment: of 

experience: as a residen1t of SlianœJia:ii and 1:IJi.s immedïate aa:oess' t:o; the 

difficul ties was ampJle jus1tifioation for tlte use of Bt'itish! armed 

lfowring: 'llurriedIDy IlU-slied' off hi s let ter of approvall of Allcack"s 

aotivities without delï6erating' crormerning:' Ms responsibiJlit;w as 

EJ]Jenipotentiaryr for c::i:wilian or consulJa.r relations with the Chin:ese 

1iel!lJigeremlt.s. 0D.l. 18.\ Aprill,.Ia54" :Bowrin:g apologizecl. far his inuomplletB 

rev:iew oIf AJl.cook"s aœttlvities: 

"'tlte sliort; periodJ. whialh lias elapsett sinee lDlY' arrivaJJ, in: <mina" and lIIlW 
:iimper:fl'ect... a.cqua~ance· wi th ma~ detaills, and the 'Viariety olf' subj1:le!tm 
pressiing: for immediat'e attemticm lia-.m induaed me to eomfine myself 
principal1lly to' a ~e-i teratiœm of' the ~neraJl 'V7iews of mar Majjast;y;"s 
(;Ov;e:rmnent" trusting' much~ to tlia1t knowl1e~ of' the lJocal airc.umstances ;-r 
wliicfu Kr.i AlJcock passasses for tlie. appiLicatiom of' thase' g,enerall, 
pliè.'NsijiQ>::'blt& partioullar' œse:s, wJid.vh rrraY'i o:ceur."'· 

A. dlay{ Jla1ter" BkJwring semti; tG> ~andJ Jid.s QOmplletB approvall of A]a:ock"s 

II. B.P'..P. 18.54,[1782J, Emdosure l!f:G> .. 1 ±m N'Ol.' 2, AlIOO'Ck"s d!espatclh oe. 
13 Apr:tll"I854, to' B'onham, im d'espatchl (!Ji' 191 Aprill."I854, arr Eowring: 1;0 

~rem1:C!lU1,p. '9'~' 

'-.', 1 
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"Of aJJl!. the documemlis Wlt!i.Chl :J;l1e d'espE):tcdh c:omtained (thav. 0Jt 13 Aprill., 
I8:B4,. CIIif' A"llaoCltk: tœ B'oDiHam] tliere' :ls onl;yr tinre tOl forward cropies alf' 
those 'titiat ha'We ben primedt ~'the remainder II mus1t lie satisfiedJ. 
wi'tlh send:ing' a synopsis."r(Jr2) 

'mIe llIlritish (!Jbv.ellllment, sane,ti<med!. 17his somewliat: impraœise l'aview 

b;yy the mLemipo*entiaryr olt' Alcoctk"s imi. tiati'Vie,.l ']lie Fbreign:: Offi~ i t.sellf 

fun:cticmed' uncfer a BYlBtenr. in wliiclh a v.a.rie:ty of subjj3c::t's pressed for 

i1llJD'8d'iate at1t.entiG~ l!IOr examplJe,.inl earlly Ma;W 1B.'53, Clarendom wrome hie 

apprcrcmll of Bb~s d'ecrJ.aratiom o:tf nom-imf;e:n;entiom.. ~:l1arendom wai ted, 

howe'ger, untill the end of' May to send~ i t to ~; lm tne ~.eriJll1,. 

d:iiscree1t. inquiries were aondi1œtedl be'tiweem tlle :Blritish, F'renclD, and! 

Ameriea.ns tOl learm their repeat'i~ intenlliicms ooncerning: the c.ll1inese 

belJlligere~."'( 13.) 

'lme :iindiœaticms from) mid.~I853 tliat llIlr:iitish ci.'w.i.lians om tlte C:tlina-

aoari iinter:trered in the ciiwl war outside of foreign sett~ement areas 

cnmpeilledl. AlJ1mJ.o:k to take sterm prev.entatiVJe. measuras im am are a outside 

of his jUrisdiction to protect tlie foreign sett]emenlli itseDf. llilritisfu 

e.on:sull.s" suclh as .lUlcocrk,abandœœed' mucfu disœretiOlnl for Btt'itisJ:h reJ.la.tions 

w:iitlb tJ:ie lieliligerents- to British cdvr.illiian enterpr:ii.se~ llIlri tish cdViil!ians 

freel'y' mov.ed into c:ombatl:ta.nt areas and took sid'e siitnt~1I:Jla' <llmlf'lli.~ 

Alltliuuglh ~eat:; ::eri tain was of'fiClt:iiaDl!Y'lneutralL";, the SUpreme PllemipoJtemmj:ary 

was not alarme d' by J\:lcroCltk:I's use 0:1:' Eritish arme dl force C1':r by Al1co:ck"s 

diplomacyr wi th rmperialistt or insurgenlli official's. 

12.;: B.P.PI. 18:54,[I79·2J, IJŒ[[,oP.œlit. ,Jmœ.: l,l!Iklwring~s d:espat~~' 
113:· Aprill."1854,, to'; Clarendmn,p' ___ 'I,. ami !iClle. 2,Bowr:tinges' despatelh of 
19: Apriill, 1:854, to c::Larendam,p .. a:.' 
13.ll'a.:llrbank,op';œii.t.,P-4I4, and GrfJgor;w,~eat :œr:ii.ta.i.'~,;,;,.pp .. 16)..I'll.' 

,-



-62-

Allltliough the Earll of oo.arend.om approv.edl ai' n:eutra1i ty in China 

and iissuecl instructions to tti:e S'Ilpreme' :ellenipotentiary,r and B!'i tish 

Min-ister to Chi.na to maintain Bri tislillœutra1i tyr,. wi thi.n -warious llev;ells 

o·f British governmemlt,iit lias not c:rJ.ear who lias :?CIlbü~J"esp8Jl8s1iJl.el:eor 

t1te maimtienance of a doetrine wltiefu was inoperablJe in· <mina. As Britislh 

o:ffiœial1_ rel'ations deve10ped'withlthe belligerenllis,Britislitcrl.V1i1:ïans 

im <l:hina e stab1i shed' communicœtion wi tli, tlie oelJ1igerents and pursuedJ 

t1teir owm interests."Many wri ters in BTi tain wrote conc:erning: t1te effect 

of' a vic:tor;yy in: the contest; upom the continuing: goaàl 1tealltlh o-f Britiàl 

inte,reBts in GliILna. 

S'urv7.i.ving; B:t'itish ci'Vii1ian ae:co11I1ilm of ehina-coas1t llife. :iim this 

period ltellp\ t(J) exp]aim tlie aetivi ties and' interests of the Bri tislh 

coJDJDUnlÏ. ty im China.: Onc:e Bri ti slh wri 1l:ers understood Bri ti sh C:lhina. 

po\lJ.i~" tlieyr re.viewed itheir own in1l:erests,and' adv:o-cca1red' a widening- of 

:sri tish enterprise in C1h:i.ina.." 'l!li:e;W formed! comolusions conc:ern:iing: whyr t1te 

British Gbvernment lias colJUlId. tt:ed' to tH:e Gliina croas1t,a.nd. manv' Bri tislh 

writers suggested a course for British officia1s tCJl fo1low.' 

Fr0tIl. I853 ter; I856),oll.serv.ers in:, Britaim, reporting' an eViemt;'s in 

Cli!ina." liad two major ob;ületives.- I]Jlie;W studied' how a V:iotor;w of eith:er 

llelŒigerem!; woulld al ter the 1ife of the Bri. tish aommuni ty im the treaty 

" p.c!lris,. and the;w wondered, how V1iŒto.rious '.lta.iping7 01l" Imperia1is1t officialJs 

wouilld tDeat the requests a~ British aitizens in ~.(I4l 

Many{ Britislh observ.ers initialJ]y inv.esti~ad wliftbr :British consul!s 

I4.i See the' D.Q.lr."Vœ]}..; 22,.JTuIDy,,]855,"'lJ1ie lrnsur~nt POwe.r iliD <mdina." ,p.I39 
for a rev.elJation ott" the poli ticalJ, inte:re-sts of the journal and for notie:e. 
01.f' a tradi tionl of rebel:11ion in Cti:!Ï.na.' 
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restricted' free civilian interco:arse witlh the bellliigerents. L.earming" 

t"hat:~ consular resistance was ineffectiv.e, these observ.ers aaptured the 

att:emtiom o:f Bri tiSlh cl.V1.Ï.lians wi th desœriptions of tlie freedolDl allllowed 

Vo ciVJilian en1lierprise im <mina.' Manyr nev..er directly questionedJ. "neurl;rall 

status" nor tli:e <daims Dy! :British consulls tliat'; tlie Cliinese were oeing 

fair]y treated. ]\br these wri ters, "tœutrali t~" and "':Il'a.fr treatmemt'" (!1f 

the Ghin-ese was acreeptablle termino]ogyj for a poil2ic;W whiclh alll.owed 

~jjtish civilianàto interfere freely fm.Chinese affaira and sponsor 

pri.vaire concsrns out"side of the foreign settlement areas.' 

lm october 1855,. a article in the Edinllurgh Review" emtitled 

"PœlJi ticall D'!isturbancœs in China", ~v.e pro:o'f of' ~i tislh antf. foreiglll 

fnt"9rferencg. Blritislh writers, su:ch as the author of the precœding: 

artio:De,recrognized< tliat: :sri tish officri.als ill1 <mina were restrimmed 

b~treaty to'limited authority over British civilians in ~lie foreigm 

set'tl~m-emli areas." ]l'rom Jr853 to :rr8565, tliese observ.ers revealJ.e~ tlia:lt 

alLthouglh JBri tish officialls and aiv.zi.lians cIDaimedl that; the a1iû.nese 

recœi"led fair treatmemti;,J3ri.tish oiv.ilians 'BnBrge.tica.llJlyJ supp.orti:ed! 

belllige.remli aampaigns, and British o:f'fic:i.als used British al'llIiS tOl 

acaomplislh their own wislies~ :Br.-itish writers ad.mit1tedJ. that·, tli:e Britislil 

oommunity in China. liad. pursued ('œr slmuld); pursue tli:e widening. of 

:British c:i.v:ilian enterprise. 'llhe wri tars of suoh aocounts appear to liaw. 

aband:onned' <daims of fair treatment of the ~inese.1 

lm' J1i1ly 1853" a cnnt'ri1:lutor to the Ediniburgh Review ea.lllled attemliioltl. 

" ';...'~ 
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to> 

IIlthose oiroUJJIStanoes oonnec.:tted wi th the internall. and domestia; state. 
GIf (lliIina whialh :iin our vie.w p]acœd:,and stH:],. plaoe, speoial impediments 
jjn the wa~ of' extending' its commercial transaatÏicm.s with foreigm 
countr:iies:~" 

~ openIDy suggested that British merahants in China did not uphold 

the British reputation for fair treatmenm of the ~nese: 

"': ... ~: we have now to inquire w1ietH:er we liave in f'aot used our posi tiolll!. 
fnr.1Cliina to best ad.'va.ntage and harv.ested our mercantile opportuni ties 
wi th a wise and' far-seeing: palliCO'T~~' 

'Dl:ie Edill'burgh, Review eVid:ently was expressing- some feelings of guil t; 

wliich aèroompanieqkno"led~ o::f an opium1 trad'e b;W Bri tism C1lIi.na merciianr.bs, 

whicfu British officials did not œ:>ntrall.; speaking: of' ithis trade, tl:Ie 

writar was aware of 

"v.ery pernicmous resulLts tœ us by arousing: the prejudice and susp;Lc~om 
ot' a lar~ portfon! of the intelligence and virtue of the. [Chûnese] 
Empir.e:~l'; 

me knew tliat :sri tish meratiants had fostered the opium trad'e iru China 

tIllas grown up :iinJ spite-, or at' alll. e'ViSnts independemlt. œf' it.'" [tlie 
~itish Gbvernmemt in OliinaJ 

D'espite suah appreliensions oonoerning British opium dealings, and 

alJ:though; lie oltserved that te energetiœ aampaign tœ promote British 

goods in Ohina,' wilJll. not lie produotive of any grea1t. se]f'-satisfaotiomll~ 

the writer would not oondBmm the methods used: byr British merchants im 

ebina t~ attraet a crhina market. Be wrote: 

"'a litt-lle further inquiry wilJll shol'1 us that in so f'ar as· our faillures 
are attributable to our faults and jealousies" our positiom :iis y,et; 
re.triev.a.ble and prospeots hopef'uJJ .. " 

"-

1 
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Fm, January ]854, the au.tlmr 0Jf am account in B!l.ackwood "s Magazine 

offered an assessment similar to that of the preceding writer.B!âe 

artioIDe in B1ackwood "s rev,eale~T~ the journal was imlierested in a 

OhJi.nese nati-we insur~nt mov..ememli: and wha1t factors influeImed tli:e 

journa.ll"s deœi.sion to', urge British penetration of the Gliinese in1i.sriO'.r .. 

Russia"s mil"itary operations on the Amur River and naval manoell!lœBS o:ff 

the Ch:tna.-coast; caused the writer to f'ear possible Russian riva.Jœyy for 

tlie interior of China.' He proposed a more 'fav.ourablle al ternaüv.e for 

his readers:, 

"Russia fs eV:er for d'espotism and excliil.sfom" -, Bri tain and America for 
freedom and tolerationf and the Datter powers will, earryth~ir PQin~as 
fa.r as China is aoncœrned." 

Finall!y am article of 14 April,IB60,in Chamllers"s Jburna.ll assessed; 

:sri tish of'ficial" activi ties wi th the 1:ielligerents and agreed in principlLe 

with the conclusions aonœerning British c~vilian a~tivities in Œhina of 

tlte previous two' ;iPurna,list-s.! I]his journalist was interest'ed im. .!Ohm 

Snarth"s aaoount of British official policy from: IB53 concerning tHe 

llelligerents.' On the basis of Sbarth"s accoun1t,hEl concluded that :sritislh 

officaals did not treat the Chinese people fairl~ He exp]ained that 

the lack of Ghinese interpreters in the British consular serviva led 

tO) serious British official ~ustioe to the ~ipings and to the people 

of' ID:LnrtOltl under Imperialist", controll: 

":According' to Mr~ SCa,rtl11, we Europeans lev slip a gol:dem opportuni ty 
when we took the side of the effete and misgoverned ]mperialists against; 
the so-callled Rebels" who, by comparison with their adv.ersaries, lie makes 
ft appear were a aivilized: and weJJJJ .. conduc:ted aev. of men., W'El' did no~ 
know what we were about im theraatitJJr, nor ia i t likely tliat we shallJ. 
know as long as we speak no Ohinese, and they no Englisli.' 'l1he great 
evill of our positiom im China consists in our lack of good! interpretera." 
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Having described this los1t..opportunity for good re]Jations with! 

tll:e ':Dà.ipings,- this wri ter drew attentiom. tŒl the commentary in S'carth "s 

book,!DWellv:e Yea.l!S im<!:hina,concerni'ng British relations from~ JI856 

wi tlh the Imperialis1i:s. This aritic-lle im. Chambers"s JOurnal fncluded an) 

excerpt fronr. Snarth which impliedJ how poorlly managed :iin JI857 was 

British communication! with the Ghinese populace of ca.ntom. 'llhe Blr'itisfu 

refused to gov.ern the oit Y or to establish alose contaet witfueantonese 

civilians. 5Uoln conduot im. no' way' preserv:ed' the :mt'i tish reputation for 

fair treatment of the Ghinese: 

"Jrm :tao1t i t is scarcely f'air toc enter into arr:! great mUi tary operatiom 
against ehina whi~e we have sucl:b a smalll staff of interpreters., There 
fs no Baying' what the resuL"t of' au:tiv.e warlike operations mayr be.' ~J!II. 
when we took IDmtom, i t was thought imprudent to goverm i t, ami byr 
putting the Ohinese of'fiaers. again in power, tHe ohief mora~ effe~ 
of taking;' the city was :Uost. 'llhe at~mpt sltould hav.e been made, ev.en, if" 
alill. the Chinese had to-, be driven out. 

A,s it was Chinese plunderers rava~d the city in al]. diree.tions, and 
no one coul'd telllL who were the rightful owners of property tha1t was 
alll.cmed to be taken awaYl.1 Of course the foreigners are blamed for all 
that was lost~\"(I5)} 

2. 'lllie A:wakemLng;: of' Bri tishl Public:: Opimiom 1853 

:Beginnd.ng in mid-][8-53, certain materials,.a.ùà.i"ügisp'èri:fi.iaiDl.;V: 

withl repor1ts of the 'Faiping Rebellion and 'of' the Chinese peopLe of 

the interior, arrived in Britain.' From mid-]853, publi~attention grew 

_ wi tlh repor1ts of tlie progress of' the oivil war in ehina.: It is ne cre ssary,r 

15-": !!!L'" VTo:iJl... 9,8:'r,lJoo.ci t. ,P.lDr5i, and B'd.,voa. 70, "'lllie Pe.s1;; and! FlUture 
Œf' mtlina" ,.Januar;w I854, and C!.JT.,vrom... 33, IfCD>. 328:,,14 A"prill., I86OJ, 
"More (!J;e]Jes1n.al'- JrnItellligencs",p239.e! 'Dhe remarks about Britislt pol.icY'l 
concerning the 'N!.ipings im, Chambers "s Jburnall lin JI860: were ai ted iim 
referenoe tO) the wlto]e oourse of' British relations from ra53 with the 
'D.aipings and are thus inoluded' in this sectiolll. 
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firstt to asaer;;ain the substance of these reports. 

The materials, appearing in early I853 in Britain, primaril~ 

discussed the progress and ciaims of the insurgents; Bniike previous 

~ng:uo-cnm.nese press ac.counts of the in:surgems, tli:ese matlerial1s spoke 

et' aetualL foreign···emmunters wi tlb the in:sur~nts and o:t:.:fered opinions 

whiahwere believ,ed reliable b.1 many British journalists. ~se 

ma'terialls stressed that ev.ems :iln the Clliinese in,-t;erior should interes1t 

~itish civ.ilians and that there were opportunities for the introduction 

of British ai~rizati~,outside of the foreign settlements. ~itishl 

consuls were not expected to interfere wi th the expansiOn! of' :8%'i tiSltl 

enterprise." 

Kaws of :Sonham and M'eadows 'IS' v.isi t in la1re April :r853 to Nanking 

and of HUmphrey Marshall,"s attempted visi t in the same year in the 

SIlsqueHammlb, (I6>} provoked man;r highly emotionalL acrooUll1tis of the 

revolutionaries im Nanking~' A contributOBrto the l3ri tislb Quarterlly 

Review who> e:œmined :sri ti ah Eà.rliamentary Papers Re]ating' to the GJ:vJill. 

\'J'ar in China of I853 commented in N'mr.ember r853 c:oncerning BOnhaml and 

Meadows"s diplomacy! in Aprill in Wanking.' !]his wri ter agreed "li th .Bbnliatm 

tlia:t; in Marcln Jr853 tliere was 

Ur some danger of misunderstandiIlg';. owing" to:, suspicions wliiclh exis'tied 
in the minds of the rebel:s thatt the :sri tishl vere lIending assistance t.u> 
the 'llà.rtar cause .. '" 

'Dhe author oonsfdered! the mission to Wanking was generalllly swroess:lfu1..: 

u, e-"rer,wlfu,ing; was fulJlly expl'ained!,.01t' at; Ieast as far as :lit was possi blle 
, tO) come to a ciear understanding: "li th a peoplJ.e who imag;i.ne themselv.es 
immedia:tte v.d.ceregents of divine autJl:orit;yr and who pretend ta> a 
e:omm:lissiom. from Heav.em tlo rulJe aJl]. eartID.;" 

1 
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British ciw.i.lians in Gh;i.na enjo;yjed more immediate ao:c:ess tliam 

tH:e liIritislil Q.uarterly Rev:iew to news of Ronham and Meadowst's v.d.sit 

tG.l lianking. GharJJes Macfarlane mentioned an extrac;\; frolDJ D'Ir .. <œeQlZ'~ 

extract œesC2'ibed the reaotiom of a Bll-:iitish offirial im. Sliangli:a.:ii tOl 

~ws olf' mmti:a1D1 and Meadows fIS mission to Nà.nking.Whill.e this offioiaJL 

did' not empliasize BbDiiam "s re:fusall to" go ashore to- conduc1t relJa.tions 

wi th the 'llaiping:- Eastern and lIl'ortH:ern Kings', (B)this officialL was 

impresseœ Dy Taiping curiŒS~t~about foreign visitora: 

"'Dhe steamer remained at l'fankim. some sir d'a.;yys, during whiefu time 
numerous visits were int:Elrcmanged.'betweem tli:e shipt's peoplJ.e and tlie 
relle]. ohiefs,. and: thousand's of people cam:e to look at the VJesse:n..: 
'Dltey{ are C:hristians im eVJer:!f sense of tli:e word, l:)mI; the~ pre1tend. to: 
a new re-,rel'at'ion,crommissioning them to eradiaat:e eVJ.i..l from the eartlil 
and restore CHina to the worship of the only true Gbc!." 

Fowev,er, this official was umœrtaim. about 'lIà.iping religious practices. 

lm his lett'er tœ lfobsom, he cOIlC'luded:, summarizing: the visit of the 

Erermes tO) N'anking, tha-t;; 

"'theYl [the 'ID:l.ipingSJpre:sent a mori astomi.sh1i.ng· crompouml of trutltlh and.' 
errar ...... and the fac'b is" wa scmreel'y' know suf'ficient of' them, ev:e!ll 
now,. to judge wliat they truly are,. and wlia1t they :iintend:':"1 

cnt' CBnlIier'Buryr,. the :ari ti sh ahapla.:Iim :iin Slianghai aJJso wrote toc Iro bSOIIl. 

of' the VIi si t of' the Irermes t'o Nànking~ This ohaplaim. had alread$ 

determined that British missionarY'intereBts liad not beemproperly 

B.' Om the morning cd 30; ApriD.,1853, 'l!B.iping· C!d:i.i.eftains preparedl tœ 
m:eet 6ir Georg!:l Bbnliam on shore and to 1la.ke hillJ1 to' the residenmes 
of' tlie Nrorthern and Eastern Primœs in lfaDking-.' BOnha.llJ1 dia: not attend' 
and sem!; an excuse of' iIm'lement weatlier.: $Be Appendix B,p~l".l <i1q • 

>-

1 
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reprElsellJted om this mission: 

"'llhe BBnDe.s had a good dEJalL of intercourse' wi tlù these menl. of a 
plJeaS8.ll.1t~ kind .. 'llhe;yr are quite willling: we shou]d trad~ with cmina, bulb; 
byr no) means 1lring; opi~: t'Jhfortuna;!relw-, tliere was no) missionar;w om 
lloard" and we are indell:t:edJ to our go-oli. friend!. CRptaim. Fislibourn:e for 
so', muchi informaticnn om the sub~œIt of their religion.'tf (171) 

Parliamentary Pà.pers Rel1a.ting to the clvil War in Ohina was 

presen"ted on, 5 Augus1t,:E853, to the Irouse of liords." It: comJ:a.med!. a 

cpl.lJ.Jection of despatches betweem BDnti:aml and Iifeadows and the fnsur~mts, 

iBOJÜiaml and lIteadows"s evaluation of t1ie insurreetiom, and WaD..ter Medliurs1lï"s' 

(5.emi.or): e-v:a.l1aaticm œf' vanoue 'lI8.iping extraœt:s"; This l:lodyi of materia]]s 

was genera]ly av.a.ilable t~ interested observ.ers in ~eat Britain. 

Most:; Eri tish observ.ers ~l'brlef:Jij:saîiilllJpëclcl,.Wi.~,~1io~:t1io. 

Fbr example, in Jflll:Y 1855, am artic:Jle im the Bl"i tish Quarter]y 

Ravœew ci~ am e~act from eommander Fishbourne~s book~ Impressions 

af Cli!tna. This extract showedl that- Fisliibo:urn:e. liad acroess tOi materia!s 

contained im Parlliamentam li"apers Re]a;Vj!ng: to the Cj,VJill. W'ax' in C'lbi.na 

œr 1853.' Fishbourne menlliioned thalli 

"1mere iis a remarkablJe passage in the letter whicib was wri t1l:en Dy the 
two insurgent generals or c~iefs at C'lilÏ.1ll!-K:ila~foo,im. a.n:swer to the 
ll.et1ter of Sir George BOnlia.ml." 

Af'ter ci ting: t1ie erlraot frOIn1 the 'll8.iping· chief'ta:brs,(B)Fislibourne 

171. E ••• ·,VToJl.. 31,Jlo.œ.Œit.;,P.; 105:. and MaœfarJJa.ne,op.oit.,p.î20J.' 'Dlie 
issue. of 'Daiping religious and pG'>.lJi tiOal scnl&reignt;w œœr Europeam 
natiœns~oitè4dœn gov,e~l:ler 1853 in the British Quarter]y Review, 
prœbablly referred' tOI llbnlIam"s impressions of t1ie ~ellJ.ow s:.illk llO:cumemli 
in:J. a d'espatcfu of JiJonlia.m of'1II Ka.;y:r,,][8V3, tC!ll eruarendome: See Appemiiix B, 
pp,.1à~4 -1.~5 ~ 

liI~ 'Dliis ertrac:t; was takem from a l!.et1ter :iliD April!. 1853 of' La; '.Il'a.-k:a.Dg: 
amllioo .lJ'o:o-heao'l1l. " Ghief Director of the Palacas,. ami officer of' t1ie 
Baards ami general im the 'Dà.iping; armv respeœtiiv,ellY!" tOi ~ Georg,e 
Eo~ S'ee' Appendh :8',. Pf:;m-l8for an erlracrlt from t1ie original!. despatclh 
to EOnhaIIl'': 

"-• 1 



{ . 
\.. . .J 

-10-

continued!: 

"'lffiJi.s argues an.learly appreoiation and acceptance of the truths of 
(llliristiani ty.',; •• I was satisfiedl frODlJ the first; that the;Yï were wri tiJem 
~. persons who bèt::6er understoodl ami more apprecia"bedJ the scheme o"f 
cmriist'iani ty" tham dœ peoplle cousti tuting: the mass of Christendpm.'" 

][m Ocrlo5ber 1855, the author of an artiC'l1e im tlte Ed:iinburgh', Review 

enti tlled ''1?OllJi tiœa.l1 Dn.sturbancœ.s im CiItina" liad examineàl tlia "mue JBm&k", 

RelJatinm to: the (Il!iVJill W'a.r in: China. L,:iike tlte acroount illl. Nlov,elJllber Jr853 

:iim the Blt'i tisl:h Quarter]};y R'aVIiew :j.~andliar QIf' tliis aocoumlt was mas1t 

speoifieallY œonmerned!.with the Taiping clabro t~ pQ[itical and religious 

so~reignt;yr ov:er al1]l peoplles.Wliille no1t cromment:iing about œtlier areas 

œf :m:mtia.rrrl and llfeadows"s' tiplomaq :iim April I853 wi th,. the Tà.ipings, tlIe 

writer ~iticized! this Tàiping clai~ 

"'iit appears that, in the interv.zi.ew of tlie ehinese ~ecretary' im Sl.Ï.r 
Geo:r~ Bbnham' s suite wi th the ifortlierm. Ptino:e, i t was expDained im 
wri ting: by' that Prime to the Englisli:, Ambassador tha1t l]à.ipingwa.ng-, tlie 
Lordl of Cffiina.,. :ils the second som. of Gbd!, and all1 peoplle in the worlld 
must obey and follow him.u«Ia~; 

S:e'Ulerall Bri 1;i sh mi ssionaries exalDlÏ.ned' tli:e lJ!a:iiping; do:aumenlts g:i:v;em 

tœ BOnliam and Meadows a1t lfanking. Wrallter Medlturs1t.s(Senti.o!") coIlC'lusion'S 

and h:iis subsequent fuillJl. trauslJatiOllll of these documents became a"l6il!able 

I$': :S:-':Q-.R.,.Wa].': 22~:c.ci t.,.P~I29' and E.R~,,1Foill.. I02,Octolier 18,55" 
"'Jilo>lJitical1 Dis1turbance:s in <nbina"',.p.36B:;r FUrther discussiODJ of 
Fi shiDourne "s- o'bservations comrerning- the Taipings follvws 1lelloW" 
ppë.1Sb-1 S~.l S:ee:- lm.P.F'. 18.53,.KelJa1llJng to the œ:i.VJilJ. \far ...... ,. EJIt:'llo.sl1l'e 
lio.' l iim l\1I'Ol': 65,,'~rsatiC!llll. wi th wOJ Officers·,. tlte 1Iearers cf a Ma.nda.t'e"', 
:iim. BbDiiaDlJ's despa:\c:lh o:f Dr Mayr,.I853', 'tin'J e1arendo11',.p.2$. 'l!R1is Em:d'D:sure 
mentions 1twO'J offi<!tials whO' (!J,n the afternoDm of' tlie 28tih &.f Aprill 
d'eliv.ered 

"am opem. and' unsealed manCfate aotmerning: tlte forme tOl 1le o:013ened byr t'.l 
tho:se wliol wi shed to appear at t!l'ourtt..', 

'lIhlÏis Cfespa1tcrib. a:V13o con'tia.ined! the terminologyr,'''tlie 1!aard 01f' am.. Nations", 
and' tHe "T.01I:'dl o:f mnina" whiclb the E.R.' u'Sed in the Oœtober Ia55 artiC'lle.~ 
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slbDrtlly' after Blm.liam, and M'eadC)Ws"s mission in .A}pri] ... B'onH.am-, approved 

(lllf Medliurs1t"s translations: and praised' t1te 

'''abl1e supervisiom of' Rew. lk''' Med.liurst;,. whose familiarjjtyr wi th these 
ma1tli~rs and IDls1t appreo:iiation of the realL meami.ng of the terti; l oouid 
d'epend on .. "" 

Medhur~ repaicl B'onhaJll1"S attention byr publicizingo ROnlia.ml"S int-erpretatiO'n, 

Glf thla religious and po.lJi tical cl'aims of the insur~nts; L·ike Bonlial1v, 

}te i-Trote of a 

"'suspicion that: the Clliltef of the insurrectiom has arrogat'ed to himsel.f' 
a direct aomœction wi tlh t1ie Dei:t;w-, in order "ltOl ov:erawe his fomowers 
and malte thelDJ subservient to his willll.1 ' 

BegiIll!lJling; in ur.i:d":JI853, certain :sri tish wri ters credi ted Medhurs1j;t's 

translations wi thl helJping thlalll1 fol'llll t1teir opinions concerning: the 

'Faipings. lm Nm17emiber 1853,. a oonItributor to the lJl'itisli~ Q.uarterliW 

Review wrote about the availJabillity of' M'édliurst "s transllations: 

liA. suppJlyr ore' tliell11 [Taiping: religious dooument~ 'ia.S olltained b;W the 
parties wli:c> visi ted theml in the Hermes as \olellJ!. as b;y;r other persons and: 
tliese Dr': Medhurst lias translated. Ext:ra.mts from thelll1 liav.e appeared so; 
oommonlly ::iin the newspa.pers tliat we shalJ1L merelJ;y a1ttiempt liere a brief 
summar;u œf tlieir c:oIrlient S.:.'" 

Moreo~r, :lin S'eptember I853 p am articlLe in Chambers"s J1'ournalL, 

enIt::iitledl "'.Dli'e HelœllJion im. L"hina"',:impllied tha:tt bo1:lh 1me "Bllue Ho:ok" 

and Medhurs1t t 's transllations liad Deem relied upom t.o de seri De tlte 

relligious life of' the 'llàipings: 

"\feo are now prepared to oompreliendJ tO) some erlemlt. tlte news kouglit to· 
us, from time to time, of the cminese re'5ellJJion,aolLoured thouglh lit 
u-sualJlJy is byr t1ie party'f feelings olf' i ts tra:n:emti. t1ters. We are tolld for 
instance that the present d;ynastu sliould reaeiv.e at leas1t indirec~ 
support from England becàuse of numerous benef:iits tlie Gtiinese hav.e 
deri ved fro\l11 it. Il' 

".': ... WEl are no:t aware,however, Olf any extraordinar;y sueeess of the 
Protestant missionaries~ allthoughl:ii1t would be no ma~lL:iif tlte ~ese 
weml; over" almostt: in a body" to sorne fa:ilth- for the;w ms.m liardlyr be said 
tO) have one of thelir Ol'nm.'" 
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"lm tli-e meantime, tli-e rebells have allreadyr their classiœ of tti.-e new 
rel1igio~'" 

:ae.ving readl tli-e reports frolIl1 <fuina, the wri ter of this articilJe 

"VJe am :imt:erpre<tiittmœn Olf' the jjnsurrectional7J mov..emen1il:: 

mmœ rev.oIDutiom. is not the work of indiVliduals bmI; of publier, opinion, 
and this public opiniom:ils tlte expression 0:1' the feeling: 0.1' misgov..e:ttn
mem;.~" 

'''~'; •• liow fa.r this n:ew faith lias peuetra1ted. jjntO'> tlte migliJl;;rr popuJ1atiom 
0"1' ehina we, aannœt; tt.ellL,. bUll; :lit does not; loak llike a syst.e1l1l tlta:tt 
wjj]JJJ. yielld. readily to disaBters in war' Gr persecmtion;. a:rter defea1t.

"
· 

It appears tha~~itish oivilians in China ~ineœ ae0SSS to 

'llaiping relligious documemlis almo.s'tt :ilinmediately after BbDiiam and Meadows 

return:ed in earlly May of' ]853 to' Sh.angHai: 'Dhe l3lri tislh oliap:lla.in of' 

Sful,ngHai wrot'e: to Geor~ Irabsom 1iefore Rb'bsom"s 1l.et:tter Gf 23 MaYl,I853, 

tœ tli-e ArcrHmishop of Oànterbur.w~ ~is chaplaim.formed the fo~]owi~ 

opinions ooncerning' 'llaiping.· Ghristiani.t;Y.r.;;;a.fter reading' 'Daiping religious 

documemlis: 

"1DJie rebells are realJJJyr a body! of ChristiansJ' 'lDia;t; is to say tliey 1ia.v.e 
rem:runcedl idollattr,w, worsliip JTehœ.r.a.lh and JTe'Stls,. and lielliev..e :i!n tlie 
'lrrinit~ l haVJe sev.erall. of thejjr boaks now lying" liefore me, one. ts 
the :BO:ok of Gen:esis; anotlier is am alJma.naœ wi th aU the saiimatlh daJ1)S 

markeœ."· 

U1~.: •• the rel'igiom howev.er o:lf' these mem is"as we miglitexpec::tt, 1Dixed! 
up.· w:iith muclh superstt.i't:ii.cmt and peculJiar. (fumese notions.~ 'llli:eYl seelIl1 tO) 

hCiJ>l1d a notion of supremaOlY7 al!]. ov;e.r the worlld."· 

.James Legge allsol llad aeœss tQl t~ '1lB.iping· relligious doouments 

Register' c:otIC'luded1: 

"'lBtt1t one thing: is plaim,the la1ttiar works publ1.islted,. excepting:- the 
C:alJendar,.are the mori ob~ctiona.1li1.e.~· 
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:rrlll. !fo:v.eurbar I.853" the Bri ti sh 9"ua.r.terlly Review pre.sented. more evid'ence 

tha:lt Iaegge basad his opinions abo.ut IJJà.iping: relligious cl1a.raciter frOIll1 

a stud;w of' 'll.'afping.: r.eliglious docmmenJts: 

U'It fs' obBe.rv.e:d.'. by Dl'. Legge that tli:ey,' r the 'lJà.:iipingQ] exuJLt :ilm tlis. 
idea of immortali ty:r as but recently llrought to light among- tlte~ lIow 
f'ar the;w are prac:liicalJl!y :iinfllUerœed!. b;yr the doctrine of future rewards 
and pumi.sJiments remains ~1t to 1le ascertaine~'''(I9.) 

:Beginndillg, :ilm midi-I8;3,. Medliursim "s translJations Œf' 'lJa.iping; 

d'ocrumenh were more generaJlJly referred! to ~ Britislil writers tlia.nJ. 

OJIiEDer Britisho aivilian acrooUI11lts froID'l <mina. W'a]ter Medhurs1t's(S'emior) 

appeal1. tO'J the energyj, financres, and manpO\'ler ai the British home relligious 

crommuni t;w was based', UPŒn! carefuIL anall;wsis a.m1 fuIDl!. translations of 

'Dhiping' docnmen1lis. ']his appealJ.. enti tl\ed Il; Œene.rall vriews of the rnsurg,emlts" 

was found!. :iln Parliamentaryr Fape.rs: Reb.ting to the Gîvr.iJl W'ar in China 

lm. this account"Medliurst full.lJy aceepted 'BOnham"s inmerpretatiom. 

1fua1t r8'l'igious f'a.na.ticism: at\:tn-a.œted foillllowers to the 'Daiping camp and 

d.atermined! t'heir loyaly to the Taiping' King'; Medl:iUrst neverthelless arew 

the :British public"s attention to exampl'es of' '.mI.iping: polli tieal 

19; ]1br the crommental7T of' Bbnliam _and MedB.urs1t on p. "(7.I, see Bl • .I?;.P~ Iff,3, 
LXDj. RelJa:ttd.ng· tO) the eivil Wa.r.~ ••• , NCJl';' ", :BDnham,"B dJespatolh of Il Maœr, 
:rr853,Pè'25, and En:cl'osure lia.: ID, in Nl'o,.: 6,"Gen:eralJ. View. Œf' the Insur~nts"', 
C1lf Wallter ]L; Medhurs1t., in B'onha.m"s despateh of Dr Ma.;W,r8'53,· to 
ClJaremiOll',p.; 42.' . 
For the oibser'VJa.tiCJns on pp.:$-7t3 w1iliafu referrto Med1iursit'B tra.DlS];a.1;!.iOns 
and to ~iping religious documents, see Maœfar]ane,op~Œit., pp~I21-122, 
t1te vdews of Jra.mes l1.egge im Y,.I,VTolJ.. 31,:nom.œit~:,pp.107-108J:E.R~,Vo-]l. 
102 J:llac-,. œii"ti.·, p .1356),· :Jlt.Q.R.,JJuJ1;y 18; 5, Voœ... 22 ,lJ.o'e:.c:i:1t.., p.. 121, and 
C.J .. ,,1roll.. 20.',.101 S:eptember,-Jr8:B3, !fa." 50Gi,."mie Rebemion in' Stina"',p, .. I65~ 
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wisdom": Medhurs't: felit tlia:ti; thia-facto-r" :if not discouraged byr offieiall 

fo.reign fnte:rv,en!l;iœr,. coul!d' lead to favourable poli tical1. resulits in tlte 

nation: 

"'It wouiDd" lie sad to see eliristian nations engaged im putting- dowm the 
mov.ement as tJ:le insurgen1lis po'Ssess an enerf!3f and a tendenc;vr towards 
impro:v.ement and generall. refoI'lll1 { as wi tness their œa.llemlar" wliiclh tlte, 
Imperialist:s nev.er hav.e exl:iibitedi, and nev.er cam lie expec~edi to disp]aYï." 

(20)1 

]'m JTu]}y :r853, CB.IŒery and Yuan"s Dook, Histoire de L."Insurrectiom 

E1i Cli1i.n:e,appeared in FrencH::. 'llhis work openly discussec1l, issues on 

wMelh :British readers l'Jere sensitive.' .&!ter earefulJ.. examinaticm of' sucfu 

issues, tJ:le authors implied that it woulld be unworthy for British 

ei~lians to extend BhiitslhinterastB' beyonffi the foreigm,sett~ement 

areas of' the treaty part s': 

Elirs1t" referring tOi tlie Firs't: OpiUJDl W'ar" eallJLery and YvJaIIl, did no1t. 

understand how tlie B'ri tish coulJd c~aim tOl be treating tlte Glili.nese fairly~' 

Jrn:i tiallly,. tliey impl'ied' that tlte 'l1aœ-kua.ng Emperor "s <mine se mini sters 

were insensi tiv:e tOl inevi tabl'e pOlli tieal change following~ the 

dissoID.uticnn, in 1834 Dy' the :sri tish Gbv.ernmen!l; ot' tlie monopo.lyr ~f trading: 

privilJ.eges of' the East Imita Gbmpan;w in Gliina: 

"'bwt wltem the moment for modifying: anciemli institutions lias inevi tablly 
arrive ct" tlte exelusiv.e attaelimen!l; of this party [conserwa.tiv.e ~lJ.ements 
in a na'tionJ to things o:f the past, beaomes really dangerous ...... the 
agents of Ta.o-ltDaarJg,. thoroughly Clbinese,:.im their ideas and fillled 
with a proud disdain for barbarian nations, imr.ol1.v:ed their eounb7J im 
a, disastrous war' beaaaae:~~ they dM not Bee tha1t the mome~ was come 
wliem the;w should desœend from; tha1t diploma:tiiœ ellevat:iion: wliere the:iir 
pra:sumpt:iicnn and' t1ie enduranoe of Europeans bad so long: main!l;ained.:. thelDie~' 

Inseneitivity to pol1i.tical' olianga oocurred: agaim in tlie earllyr years orft 

the reigm Olf' tlie msiem-feng: EmperG1r: 

20'': 1II.F.P. ][853" ~~, ElIlC'llo:sure li~ 10', b. NO' .. &,,"(!f.elœralL 
vrie.w Œlf tlie rnsurgents"',.p~1 43.' 

"-----\ 
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"At,; a la'tier period the same ..spirit of resistance to.' tlte exigenries of 
the time <mused' the in-surrectionalJ. mov.ement of' which we are about to 
treat .". 

Ac:cord:ing' to: cam'ery and ET.aJll,. Glilinese insensi tivd. ty toi po;].! tical 

~ was a primary <muse of hostilities with the British) GbVJernlDent 

and o.f nativ.e insurreœliian in the interiar of <mina.' TJieyr impl1ied tlia1t 
\ 

the privil1egE!s of Bri tishl ri.'w.iilJians lin cntina were wom 1iy a disgracrefuil. 

na"liall and mfli tary <mmpaignl froml 18~9J tœ :rr6il2.' aa.lIll.e~ and 'Y!v.a.m, wrote: 

III tlis ffre-s1id.ps and the blazling gourds (bombs ), made: tlte emlihusiastie 
populaoe r of' eB.ntom] think more eoolJyy,and tliey stopped' prudent~ a1t 
hom .. ;''' 

Anotll:er section' of their commentary impl:ied that'~ :British ai-v,ilJjjam 

privilleges in <nii.na were granted onily af'ter th-e :sri tislh Gbv.ernment.s 

disgracef'Ullmilitary campaignœ 

"'Im spi te oi' alJl1. tlte oppo si ticm 'af the "Som oi' R.ëav.en!', tlte war in Cb:ina 
agaimrlt England' resul ted in llri~,:,miinese diplomac;w, ta) a certain' 
erient, wi t1i1i.n> the oompass of the poli ticall movememt of' the Wes1lï,andJ. 
the experienae whiofu cos1t 'lJ.B,œ-kouang: so~ dear aUorded. !JO) instruœtiam 
ta.> hfs sucroessor .. " 

ealJJl.eryr and Ylvam were particularl1y interested in Bri tislh officiall 

and civilian conduct prioT tOl the Opium War. 'llhe;yr poàintecl out to their 

F"renc1:b. readers tl:te conduct ai' bothl Bri ti eh merchant s and the former 

SUperintemient of Trade"Sir John' Davr.i.s. 'llhe o;bv7ious impllicaticm1 from, 

tlieir reading of ev.emlis '-1as tha1t British c:omplioi tyr in tll1e <l'lü.nese 

opium trade l1.eà :lim ]1839 to the provooatiCDn of' hos1iilitiesè' s,ualh ho:stil. .... 

c:L1l'ilians: 

"'lJhe representatives of the ~mpàny.r[East; India eompan;dwere, for t1ie 
!DOat; pari, crlJev.er merchants,and nothing more, and the one among- them, 
who has oi' late aoquired t1ie moat' celebri tYf- namel:Y- Sir JTohm Davis -
was more distirrguis1ied for his:.1Iii t-eraryr at"\i:a.inmerrts tlian hie national. 
susoeptabil'i tYiell 

--~ 
, 1 
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Acc.ording to <:ralJl.ery and ~" the tone of Sîno.--l!!Iri tislh rel'ations 

changed wi thl tH:e abolition :tin liB34i Œtf' the East; :rrmli'a CbmpaD$'''s monopoq. 

tI'S'c long as the mandarins liad tœ deal_ diree.tl:y with agents aJf the. Eas1t 
Yndilia. O'ompany,r" they could without danger assume a disdainfulL toue" for 
su:cfu a tOlle :i!mfllicted no d:eep woundsol\ mem, devoted sole1'y' to' 'their 1 

commereiall :iintere:s1ts.' B.U1Ii wlien Bim rLim 'Fse-hsUl] c'ame suddénl1~ï intœ> 
comtan1t with the representativ:es of' a gov..ernment ;walous of :iits dignit;w, 
lIe stru.c~ a.ge.inst a rcn::k wli1Ï.clh lie li ttl'e expected;"-

~lm.ery and 'WVam observ..ed' tha~ ]!Ireumn pubJJiœ opinicm was C'ri tica.:l 

a:f British c:iv:ilian ancf::lœ6ffiniiàl.:'.aonduot- prio:r ta:· and' during the 1l'ira1t 

Opium: War in China: 

"'lm ]1ram:œ, wliere ideas are not always correct "i t is a settlledl point; 
tlla.t tlie Englislh were wroDg ::iin the opi'Wlll war, and the cause of' riglit 
suffered in thé weaty,r of NB.~1' 

'llliDugh IDI.lJlleryr and llilam. denied this impressico:m,. tlte;W oastt doubt upam 

the propr:iiety of legi tima1œ Britislh commerce on the ehina CGas'tii a1t a 

time whelll cer-tmin eiv:ilians lin :B'ritaim were jj1s1t 1legizming to~ amticipate 

the 'Value of' a wider ehinesemaIl.ke1t.~ ~]l]ery and nœn impl:ied t1ta.t the 

French slioutd regard :Britislil0:0mmerœd.al aotivi ties :tin (ffiinw~:im.. lbb'HBIDJe way,r 

as they reprd-ed!. EnglislD. smuggling; aœtiwi ties' of'f the Frencm:. coas1t: 

", 'Dlie Englislh crarried: on a eontraba.nà1 trad:e on t1te aoas1m of' the C'elestàià.l 
Empire simillar to the smuggling: wliiclb takes pllao:e on the coast; of ]1ra.mœ.11' 

(21) 

S'eaondlly, ca.:DlJ,ery and Wv:a.JID. noted tlie activities of' ~arJJes 

mut:z]Ja.f'f' ami. his Chinese l!rnion tOJ distribute the Sariptures ami ta· 

ev.angelize <!m1Ï.nese ei'Vlilians in the in'tieriœr of <m:D.na. 

<marlles lIfaafa.rlane "s book, 'lIlte 0tinese Rev.olluticm,ref'ers directll;y 

tO) an extraat f'rolJll J!Jr. '!iœll1e. This extrac.t ~sts t1ta.1t Yvam understaod, 

lWT the t:iime of' publicatiODl atf Hâ.staiÏire cie L"Ilmsurree:liicm em, Cliline,tlia't 

21~ Call1Le17J and' ~stOry •••• ,.. wi th a suppJ1emend;aryr cma.pter ~ JTobD. 
0xenf'oN,.pp.5-9:~P,.:27a:277i. 

1 
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~otestand; missionaries iIr aiiina mtiglbt at"tiracm œ;t'ive oomœr1m in tfte 

meriOl!' if the <minese peopl1e were cmnVJ.i.n-aed tlia;tt tlte 'Daiping lfebel111.iom. 

OlI'iglinat'ed from", or was influenc:ed! Dy, contaœt wi tlh Protesttamt 

mtissicmaries, suolilas' Œ\ltz]Ja:lrf' and' his Chlina l!Jmi.om. Maofa:tlane il!l1ust:rated: 

'IDr.: 1ëv1a.m sa;ws,."It 1s the <minese l!Tniom, the 5:eœ-rett 5'oeie1t.yr foundedl lbïYr 
(Œu:1tzllaff, that lis stillll. li:eld! up b~ tli:e <minese as tli:e cause me tli:e eiViill 
war - it lis stiJl]. <ma.nœ.-ti,. tliat is to.) sayr tli:e Erœttestamts,. and tlie;W 
alJ.one" wlio are acmused of' liav-ing first; raised. tlie standard of revo.ll~'1·(22l 

ea.l1Jlery{ and 'Fvam (JJ:iike Abb6 :auc a.; year llater) sugges1ted 111ia;ti; 

Bri tisli1 Protestamt <mristiani ty lia.d littll.e effee!tt. upom 1lUng: Esiu-efu''mm 

and tli:e 'l!B.iping: oliieft'aiinsè' 

.A:n01Iilier extract from (!l.a.llery and' Y'V:a.nJ"s mLstor;w,. used bdV lItao~rll.a.ne, 

showed that ea]]}ery and ~munderstood tliat Protestant missianaries im. 

Clilina could further religious endea"rours in tlie in1teri0'r~j Acx::ording: w 

eal1lJery and' liœm,tli:ere was a greater opportuni t;w for Prot'es"tiam 

md.ssionari;es tm influemre tlie <lliinese llecause of the assoaia1tion being; 

mad'e im <mIina lietweeni. the 11eaè1irngs ... oi!c.m:o.temt.amt missionaries and 

increase in Protestant missionar,waotivitiesiin the interior was dep1orab]e: 

"We. ca.nnot sayr how far -élie se' insinuations proc-eed from: trutli-:1mlt iit 
waulldl 1Je v,ery singul!a.:t"' jjf tlie same faŒt produced i t self at tli:e same time 
:lin the wliole world in effeet, wh:iŒe the Roman; Catlioiliic: nations seelIl1 
to be dazing: lin Europe" the Protestamt nations awake,:iim!:Tease, ao:ti;, and. 
take the. grea1tesit pl1a.c:e :lin this 'Wast: umiv:erse.;u 

Maei!à.r]Ja.ne impllied from 'Fv:am"s commentary that; 

"'it is e'Wident tliait lm (Dr': 'i"œDJ)' 1s- not disiltC'JJined to believ:e (tlioughi. 
Dle wiillll. not posi tiv.ely as-ser.1t } t'hat; these P.:rotestamts lia:v.e real1Jly" 
gi~m tlie rebe]}]ioll' its oli1i.ef impetus."1 
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]lUrtlier examination Q1f (il'alll.ery and "YiVam.·'s Blistorp indica:ti:es tlia:lt 

tlmse li'renehmem had: onilJy mti.nimalL iUteres1t in the crommumioat:iion before 

1850J bet'weem :BIwl:g: Ers:iiu~<rin"uam and other 'llà.iping: ohiefjia.ins ami 

li'rot'as'tiamli mlÎissionaries~ e'aJlJl.e.r;w and! 1?imm :iimpllied that; g.ood imt'luences 

o~ Protestant etiristianit~did nœt ~eli ehineseoivilians, sucfuas 

lfung' l!Irsi'u-oih"uam,. t()) seek the acquaimli'atm2 ot' l!rotestamli mti.ssionariest 

fi' '.D1ie <mItnese "ilreDl. of' JJeVlters" at a-anton,whoè liad' lii 1ffiert'()) œred but 
llittle for tlm social organization af the Wes~, wislied now to bc 
imitiat'ed: into theo manners and <mstoms oftheir oonqueroTs': For this 
purpo:se they' ma.d:e themselv:es acquainted wi'th tlm P"rotestamli mti.nisters, 
wliom they liad hi tliertm negl'eoted', and' i t was about this time tiiat· 
GUtzl'afi formedl his c:œJl.ebra'tied Clbinese mm.ou.; ]lrom~ t-liis time a num1:ier 
of disciplles of Cbmt'uoius became adll:erents of the Anglo-5axom <nia~ti. 
E'ein:g:"lthlllS members of the great elir:iistian famti.l:{ they entered amnf tlm 
c:litnese c:atacrombs, bwt they were now armed! ea.p-a-pie tœ wa~ a dbub]e 
war againstt the aut!lhlrit;w~GIf' the 'mLrttars.1' 

]11mr ~lllJery and 'Yltmm, ehinese nativ.:e insur~noYT was rooted. :iim. 

poillitice.l1 dissatis:eaction wi'th tlie pcm.icies froIlll 1850: of the msiem--

feng Emperor.f ealll!.ery and'. YlWam found:" as lias lteem. showm. abo1.œ" tlia1t 

JIldimijsters was the factor whiolh causedJ the 'mLiping Re.beJJlliOllJe: 

A second' book, 'lIlte cnllinese Empira, wli1i.oih appeared lin;; 1855 im 

. . .... / EilglislD,. supportred the findings o:tf' eall!ery and Ii"Jam.'lJlie audihor, Ab'.1Je 

HfIlo-:, bd recentl'y returned: to Ffàris af'ter tra'VJelLs throughout the 

intericr.r of <nmna.: HUc eonoluded1. that the Protestamt re]igioue 

aommuni t;y:' should take no crediit'· for the rel1igious wri tingl!! and beliefs 

GIf' the Tàipings: 

''\i'e: do DO-t, howev.er, giv.e the slightest credit to the alll.e~ct 
Cliristianityr o:!f the insurgents, and the religioue and ~tioall sentimemts 
expressed in their manif'astoes inspire us withlDa grea1t oonfidenme. 
It ie byr no· means neC!ressaryr to have recourse to the P-rot:eetamt propago. 
and'a to aoo:oumtt for the more en' Ieee Christian ideas remarked :iim the 
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pro:ollama:tll.Gn"S o:f tlte revoluti~~ ehinesa."'(23) 

'llliese d'aims wera: part:iicnillar]y œf'fen:s:ii'œ: 'tio:J manu,r Bri tislb. 

jp1l.1'Da.list:s and t(J) Br:iitish oiVlilians intera:stecl iDl native iDlSurgenciW 

lin) eti1ïne.. Ma~ œf' tltese JBlri 1;Iis}h obsel"VJers apparemt]]y feIt tlia1t taillure 

t'O> CJOl['reC'tt tlte c.cmclusicms of ea.]J]er;w and 1fv'.aDl. and A~ E!Ilo migWt 

disc:aura~ c~ tizens in Bri tailll. from supporting tlte efforts cr! JlIIri tislll 

missionaries and ather ci tize:rœ :iiIr. «mina to improve tlte eoonomic ami 

IIIIOrall. ]ife of the cminese in the interior~ 

'l!'o> suofu journalis1ts:' and ciVlilian~ in Bri tatmJ,. ea.lll1eryr and YvJamli;;. 

and abi liJiU.c·"s acœounts indiœe:Ueci tiiat Fi'encdimem did nœtt 1ielliev.e. in 

ifue w.lue <D1f' iilBlritislil emieav.our in tlte interiC!llI' 0.1' China tœ adv.a.nms 

:Blr:iitislil imlieres1ta.: 'l!R:a œbserv.aticm.s presented by tHese F·ranclimem 

oonf'llio1œd strong3Jyr wi th reports ot' the 'Dàiping insur&ents rec:eiv:ed 

1!IegÏiDllJiirrg; :iiJIl. mid-I8S3 !roml o!l;her souraes. 

Fr01lll mid: .... I853" IIIB.DU :Blr:D.tislh jpurml.lJis'ti:s and cd:VJilians exa.rmmed 

a'VB:tilla.liiIle ma'tieria]]s from <mWna. '11.Wœ majjDr allternativ.es for Brf.tislh 

writers emer~d'" 'Dhayr crould accept ei ther the view of C'allJler;w and 1l'V.aDl 

and Abb' .1funl tliat the 'Dà.iping Re'&elllion vas merelly a.DI. expression 011' 

p~ ticœ.ll. di ssent vith tlte Manohu regime or tHe viev <D1f" W·all.t:er Mec1.liDlrEt 

(~Dli.or)" .;[l'ames Legp,. and!. œt;her liri tish Œl:wilJiaJ18 tlia1t tHe lJl'a.ipingJ:S 

were a body œf mem wb, Vlisi1Wy represen'ted! masses ~ <mineae ai"Wilians 

eager tœ fOrJlll coml!aœts wi·tlil British aiVJil!ians and tG> partiake of :sri tislb. 

cdVJill.ised ll.li:lre."! '1IHlIis lJa1tti:er alternative vas a more comnmaiug: expllana'tioDl. 

ai r.enewed ~ese ai~~~an interes1t after 1842 in Pr~test~; religiaœs 

23. For ma'tier:iia.lls appeari:n:g- on pp .. 7r[t..79 crf the terlt." see Kad'arlJa.ne,
!R:.oi:lt.~ 85" Call1lel7T and ll'v.e.ny, mistorn ..... " p.2m. ami' F.JI.,:t1ol..' 5I, 
.A!.pr:iilL IB55,,":mIUa:"s' 0:tina"'"p~I2. 

1 
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aotivities and œt pcNl.iticall. rel:lemicmJ. fl'OJI1l Iff50>';; 

Ail!mOJS1t :iimmediatelJy atter :B'onli:a.IIr. alld M'eadows's returm tO) Shanghai 

witlh 'llaipfng religious dŒoumentS,. British oiwJJian'S in <mina conc:duded 

with satisfaœliiŒn tliat Roman eatlmll0 missicmaries would be unwellcmme 

lin manking': ID! a De11t:er tœ lIbbsom,. priClll' 1m Hb1isQ11l"s llet1i:er id, 23 Ma.;W, 

commented:: 

IItIt iis strange that~ the rebells dQ) noit. seeJœ to bve any in1isrcxmrse wi tfu 
the Romamts1ts; they are mos1t. uncompromising :i!aonaoIDaEl'tiB.'"' 

€:œmna.nder Fishinurne 's' Impressions ot' ~ alJ..sQ) souglI!lt tG> IDliliId.mize ths 

amount Olf influence the J«Ulits bd! wi th the IJ1aiping reliells';; Fîs]jjbourne 

wrœte: 

IItI wouIDd nœt l:le understood: t()) saY! that the Romaw. ~a.tho!ie md.ssionaries 
bu not comliri buted towards the ~nerall. resuU; l:le~uge ev:e~h1iing; 
tha1t 1iemled tœ question tHe tru1fflJ. c11f tlte:iir r IJ!a.jjpiingj wholJe s;wsten»
philasophfeall, soaia~ reliiious- bd! ttiat ëffeo~~ but their :iinf1uence 
·was smaDlJ. in proportion~ as they oo.nf'ormed! or alllowed c:omfo.rmi tYT to', 
ll:eathem practice :in their worship.II'{24-) 

llINT nrdid-I853', tlie new acœount s frcmn ~ and cmn1Itt-ov;ersiall. warks, 

:iincduding mater:iial afmut the tnD.nese iim the in1ieriar and' the insur~mts, 

Cifa.used British writers to; describe to their readers opportumities for 

British c:iVlilians 1;0, trav:el among ilhe CfuLnese"fmpress -tha°jt peoplle wit:m 

British ~otestantimm and the B~itish poffiiticall. herit~, distribute 

:British goods" and begim Jtumani tarianJ. projj:)ct s':(2,5» 

24. :Ma~ar]ane,ap.!cit.:,.p.I2I,a.mr B.Q.R.,. WO'JJ... 22,. JTullyr 18~5,ll.o~.cit .. , 
piÏ!29e' 

25. F'.x.,v.r~ 4~]oo:.c:r.iit.,P~ 606, andl E..R.,'VïCJIll. .. I02,l1on:..crlit.o,P·. 346.-
A wiœer disoussion1 of the position af t'iië Edinhurglh Review and Fraser"s 
MagaziJ18 fO\ll.llows· cd PP.' ~b- 10C., I/O~IIJ ~ II~-':;l~ • 
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At tli:e same time, ]3lrftis!h journalists and otlier writers acJJmLt1l:ed 

that there vas muoh wi thin 'l!à.iping religious observances tha~ was of 

a questionable nature>.;(26)); 'l1li.ey oomdudêd that tliere.' were many examplles 

Œtf 'miipilng: morall oondu.cit wliio1h diid not satisfy tilte indiv.idUal 

disciplline demanded of a oonvertt to W'ElSterm. ProtestantiBIIl1.1(27() "Ji tfu 

referenoe to' Wêt'erm pG>l"i tioall tradi tiClml. illl. the nine"tieemf;fu oe~,. 

they a~ ~bserve~that ~iping poIDitical structures did not; fncIDude 

ma.n;y' œf the essentialls of revol'Utiona.ry, gov.ernment.' 

~lllJery and 1rv.an"s Hlstor;q ~~ manyr obserwers' im Briitlam a precise 

piature af 'llà.iping go~rnment. 'Illi:e folllowillllg e:xrtiraœts frolll1 tlieir 

mLstor;yr «lesoribe 'DB.iping gov.ernment~ ~ting am. account froml a eliinese 

ollserv;er" tlieyr wrotet 

'''lllle corte~ of tli:e new EiDperir reCiI80m.ed to DlIY' m1Ï.nd tli:e serenes whiclb 
are repr.a:sentedJ. :iim our theatrea and .thase piiecœs :1ihl~.w1:bi:c1h we see tlie 
li:erolla of ancient tiines who ~iv.ect before WB: submd. t'tac! tCl-' the cnartar 
yoke."l'! 

Bb,viing' ai ted.!. this Chine.se accoUIl1lt oIf' the Taipings" ca.lJ1eryr and YèWanï 

com!; inued::: 

"'ll'ien-te'" on~ the contrary, lias cm"~ized! his pO'J.1itioall s~elIIi b;w so) 
marsllallling' e:x:isi ting- interes1ts as tic) secure. dev.o:tiBc1: agents~ A:tfablle 
to alill, lie has onl~ one intimate adviser.:sl ' 

"'.l .... vio~nce 1s foreign to tlie lh'etender"s otiaraœter.' Re speaks om 
alll. subjeob with mod'eraticm,and i t is oniLy wi th tlie greates1t reserv;e 
that lie amudes to' tlie monarclh whose ri-.lllie lias liecome.· ••• whi]e his 

26). Sge,tor e:x:ampJ1e, 'the '1l1mes af Bondom cd 5 JTanuar.w,I854~ Re:rer to 
the naval!. aIf'ficœr"s articü1e oIf' 25j Oatober,1853, frolll1 Amarr.S'ee espeoia:nJl.y 
the fO'JllJowing:: 

"']\fOl douM; some of the rebells dOl the sa.me{ Qlonaume opium] but t'his does 
no:t appear to lie common among tlielIIie: OpiUDIl was and :lS a 1wcoror, and 

_ therefore nev.er c:ommom among: tli-e poorer <l'lasses." 1 

(_ : 27(~ E'.M.}lToID.. 31, llac:..œii.t., p .. 10& and p. 107 for the admissiom ail' 
Jrame 'S"Leg .... 
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pnerallB- ad.'Vanc-e, cOll1luering: ci ties and acrquiri:n:g: new iterri tOZ"$',. lie 
remains in the baGkgro~,watcftd.ng the position of the peoplJe of eaciil 
district and organizing his'poiitical s,ystem.~·(2ffi) 

Nre'V!ertli;e1Jess, from1 mid-l853 umliilL the Arrow War, :Britislh writers 

favaurable to the 'l'à.ipings disreprded oriticiSllll ai' poli ticalL, religilous, 

and morall life iltJ. the Tàiping kingdom.· :Fn-stead', they direo:tied Bri tisllL 

at'tiemfiion. to the enoouraging news that the 'Daipings were' Eas'tierm 
1 
mirist!jjans.:{29»l 'Dhese lJlaiping' Christians promised to toil.!era'tie Eri'tislb 

m:wiDilan activ.ities iin their kill8dom, to acos:Rtt religious ma1mrialls 

f:t-om· Brftish ProteBtants,,(30l) to aecept l!lr:ittish importi:s,. and to permit 

foreigm tra-œl mn the :iimfierior.1(31) 

lm tlie 5lI1ppl~menta.r.y ehapter to 0alJlleryr and Yvan's Hlistoryr" 

. Jfu.ne raD3 to mmki'ng,.t1te rna.:lipings coulld: lioïiour~.'tlœjjr:~llrOmi·~II'>œf~:f'oreigm 

trav.ell. :in t1te interior ~ after the lJJà.ipings- v:.anq.uislied the mmohUl. 

regiime; Oxenf'a:rd too>k this view froJD1 a conversation ait 0tiink1iâ.ntr.:~· 1tlte 

'll.8-ipiiDj: gel!er.al!::lTlI.aO:\'H'i i;;lh~ JIr~~ 'l!a.;VlüJiL :::;' 

''lie suppose that you, ien;:t;llemen, t referring to 'mLylor"s par~ wlim 
arriv.ed on JTune 5,.:r8.53] are welll. aaquainted with -the; Oigne of tlie t 
tilnes,. so that we need not enlarge on tliat sub~o1tf b:wI; wliile we" cm 
our partis" do) not prohibit aommercial interciburse" we; merelly,- oliserv:>e 
that sinee the two parties are now engaged! :lin warfare,. tH:e going tœ 
and!. fro is aoc:ompan:iied wi th inc.onœen:d.eJlC8r. and jjldging from tlie pre:semfi 
aspeoit a:f affairs" we shouldl d'eem :lit betiter to wait a few montlis umIi:iil,; 

- we hav.e thoroughly destoyed the Tart'ars,. wliem" perhaps, tlie su~ctts ot' 
your honourabl:e nation ooul1d go: and come wi thout being Ülv:oll.v:ed in the 
tricks of· these false T"amaDs.1 " (32) 

2~: CalJlleryr and 11Va~storyr': ... ':,PP'e4I-43. S'ee allso Y,.,vram. 3I,lloc. ci t .. ,. 
p·.;I06. 

29. g., 'Woll .. : 3I~ocr..ciit •. ,p.I02,.p.lO-e"p·.]1lO. 

~ 30~ ~e,. for exampJJe, Kaoàr llane,op.c:iit.,p':122.,: 

31. ~e" for examplle, 'l'E';6r.,V'oID.. 3Jr,1loxJ4cdt.,p .. I05,p .. l!Oa.' 

32; ea.lllle~ and l1Van,mtstorr~'.;.'-,pp.'321-328-' 
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Despite 0:œnford "s e.videncœ ~ 'Dà.iping' reservaticms about Blri ti sh 

t'ra...œll. :tin iniLand China, ma.n;y-· Blri tish wri ters enooura~d JBrttislh emt~ 

into: tJ:te ehinese interior'; l]Jheyr wrote aocrounts and sorne &"Irem. aomiuo;l;ed 

a~ivities under the aura of wbat appeared to De a]mo~, eerta~ 

'Dà.iping militar,y v.iotOrJ7~(33) 

3. lin tislh A'acounts of the 'Dà.ipings ]"853 - 18265 

A;: llIlri'tish .Rèriodiaal .A:acoumlis 1853 - 1856 

1;'irntroduœt;icmJ 

Artioles appearing in :British journals, wli;iclh tO.ok some notiee 

of' tlie civil war or the British position froIll1 :rr853 tœ :rr862 m <!mina, 

require analysis i'n deptlD. JrnJ aerta:iim artiales1oence~tli-e 'Dà.ipings, 

am author"s' ODDG'luding statememli af'tem lIad nœ cronnecticnn witlil tJ:te 

ma1rerialls and opinions lie :iinc:üud"ed in the bodyr CJlf' the artiaID.e.. 

Oc:roasiana~,anl objec.'f;i'\œ cri ticiisml aCXlDmpanied a passionatte but well1.-

reasoned argwœent for importing'British civilizatiœnl intœ tJ:te interior 

of <mina. SUolb. artio=J1es of'tem. comtained twoC'lnppo~sing approaohes to 

n:a.tiv.e insurgenoy in China. A.. reacler of such aocroumtm should be awa.r.e 

- that we]JJ,..meanin:g' cri ticiSlD1 from am editer or publis1ter and e'V!em t1te 

33~ ]!!br t1ie enthusiasm of James l!a.egge, Bee ~., 'V!oll.33:·,lo:c-.. Cl:dit .. ,p .. :Œ3. 
:Bl:i.sliop Hbllson spoke of <mina as, "li-er younger sister i,n tlie CIOmmom 
f'ami:Dy o'f' Ohristendoi!Jl'.' See MaŒta.rllane,GPe"ŒLt .. ,p .. I2Œ.4 Wall.ter Medl1urst 
(SeDlilor)i op~n1y adv.oaated :British suppori for the 'Daipings': me 
sugges1md that 

" • .-•• 11; is possiblJe tha1t European naticms, if engaged on t1ie opposite 
side, willl be going to war withi sorne peoplle in some respect.B better 
tham ourseL'v.e s." 

See :œ.F.F.I653,LmŒ,oe.cdt.', EDDlo:sure me.: 10,:iin l!Jœ.· 6),"œleDrall. Wiew ..... , 
'p~3; Cbmmamler 1M.slibourne o"f the armes supported 'D8.iping su:rv;iv.al 
and British Rrotestant missionary endeav.ours. 5ee Bl.Q.R.,VTCIIllL': 22" 
~Œit~,p~~32,p .. ~33~ 
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necessi ty to be in print before t=urther aocroum!;s arriv.ed frolJll ehina 

l'lere.' factors whioh might have illlf'luenced a writer ta! include crontra-

dictor,w statements about the ~ipings.: ~s twœ interpretatians of the 

'l!a.ipings are possible in a single artiaIJe,jjt fs difficmll.t to ciesorïlle 

suclh a wri ter as am opem supporter or a œri tic: of t1te 'llaipings 'U1llI;ill. 

mare information becomes available c:oncœrning how the particular 

art folle was primlied.' 

'.mlerŒ are sev.eral examples of this type of articl1e im ma"tierialis 

consu1J:t;ed;l 1]h.e author of tI'l!1ie Rev.olluticm iin <mina" :Sin tlie :Britislil 

Quartar]Jy lfeview worried that ev.emf; s in (!lhiUa wouDd tnterrupt 1ï1ie 

pJJa.ns" desc:rilled im. tlte bodY'{ of his ar.tjjclJe,. for Bri.tislil ~,:w.iilians to 

enter Tâipin~ccupiedlareast 

tI'mie Christian public: should howev.er be eauticmed not to' expec1t tlie 
wliolle empire is disposed:. to sympathizEl in the religious vie:ws of the 
insur~mf;s or prepared: to renounce their superstit:i:onB." 

One suspects this journalist was wai ting for further news frolJll cmina 

wRen his'.:;articl1e appeared.' Bë apparemtlly re'WÏ.ewed his OWllJ. fiindings 

and conti udect: 

"l'le suspect tliat tlie religious portion of the rev.ol1utian, :iis :iim grea1t 
par1t,- if not all.togetlier, aonfined to tlie literati and the army."{34) 

Blri ti sh journali st s who argu:ed that revol1ution l'las impo ssi bl1e jjm 

co~smporary China aiso includeœ short ~vourable mention of 'llaipiDBr 

achie"lements~; :rrm anl articll.Je inl J6nuary ][854 enti tled "'Dhe Pas1t and 

Future. of China'" and in a!ll articlle :Ln l(ay 1854 enti tlied tir. 'lllte l.'f.ationall. 

Life cr€ <m1ina"',.. a oOmf;ributor to ELaclolood's opposed a.ny movement im 
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JTanuary or May.' :r854 in China whiclh rmigliJt destory the Comf'ueiam. tradition •. 

Ire did liowe-,rer appear to assess the l:great opportumi ties during the dis-

tur'Banoes in the interiar fQr extending Bl'i tish :i!mt'l'uenc8 be~nd the 

treat;w porti:s:: 

", A. new religiom and civ.d.lizatiiom now stand!. at~. the door and kno~And 
"He- iit said" we know no country- in :tHe worM. where the peopll.e are so 
wellll. fitted by their own natiw training: to appreeiate tliem..'" 

''Wlia:t;!; :ti.t t China1 has hi therto wanted :lis new ideae- and now i t is about; 
to get" thenr..:.; .... i t is œt1ierwise nowad!a.ys,.. and China is l!ikelJy:' to .. 
1)enef:iit from cHange .:~ .. .:. but now that lier peoplJe ltav.e grOWDl. 1ike sands 
on tlie sea-sliore for mul ti tud&,. and s~a.Dll has 1:œcome the peac~!l'fum, . 
• ''llocomoti'v!e of principlJes"',. ehina iis openeœ; O1rten aE!. slie lias reformed 
1terself before, the present is lier true seoond 'birtlD."· (35) 

AB" in the case of ELackwood "s :lin. JTanuaryr or Mayr :rr854,. soma journal!.

lis1ts did no;!; supporlt the pollli tioal, religious, or' econormic: pll.a.n:s 01f the 

'lIaipings, whioih disrupted <minese ,life.! Te1t the;yr did suppoz1l; equa]]Jy 

disruptive British pa1itica~ religious, or economic pDans for the 

<mi.nese of the int'erior." 

It is dïffiœult to interpre1t either of the preaeding journalists 

as a Taiping supporter or '1l.à.iping c.ritiO'.' lHScause one tends tO) imherpre1t 

a speœific~ journal as ei ther fav.ourable or hostilJe to am issue, sucrih as 

rev.ol:'Uticm. :lin Glili.na."lit 1s a relief for the reader and enlightening: that 

crertaim lltt-i tish journal!s in the mid-'VTiiœtiorian period publislied materialls 

wlilLclil were by no means opimionatedl or limi ted to one approaclii.' 

35. Bl.M."Vam..: 15),~anua17 lI8B4,·"'Dlie Fast; and Future; of' China",pp.·.712-7r3, 
and ia.'i 1854,,"'.I!he National!. Life. of' ehinalt',p;608 •. R..Br. P.'a1t;ti;ersom was 
tli:e author of" bothlOf' these articles. 
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~.1Dlie Pr'imary ArticrJJe 18:!)3 

A~' '1lli.e 'DYPe of <Jbmmi tment 

Rbw much support; did British journalis~B express in late ]'853 for 

the :iinsur~mlis" aampaigm to seize poilli tical comliroll in ehina? 

lm lf.ov.ember 1853, am art:iiclle in tlie British Quarterly ReVJiew was 

caut:iiously optimisticr. that the lDà.ipings would suc:roeed in <m.dina.'{36:) 

]!lr.aser"s !aga.ziina' was lle.·ss fawuraltlle toc tHe poli ticall and religious 

ellements' Œf IJlanping rule" but im. tlie.cëm.nàmlustiml. of the ac:c.oun1t" tH:e 

SUOll8SS of the Rè1ielJlJiOUJ 'Kas COIIBid'erecï possible':(37i) 

Jrm JJillly ]853, tH:e Edinburglh Review pu'tilislied am articIDe,."Rellations 

GJf EnglJa.ml with China"',wri1111elIl 'Dy' JToaeph JJeaumont-." 1!Lë expressed no) 

d'efiui te support; f(JlI' the Tàipings- as- agents of poiL'i tica.ll andl crommer.mall 

change in the interior. FJIe diidJ take notiee ~ 'l!8.iping pQiJli tics.ll and 

crommerciall endeav.ours ad 1l&S mod'erat:elJy interested in 'Dà.iping: ei"foris 

tO) aoc:rompllislh pallli tical and oommeraiall revolJutiom'(3ffi) 1iBbweY.er this 

author who]ehearted]Jyr suppori:ed S)tir Jbhm Dà'Wis's apini~.: Davis lJa.ter 

1iecame a st.ud.i:ous cri tiœ of Tàiping endeav.ours~ (39:) 

36:.; !!!..,:vro.m.; 3I~o:. ~ t .. ~99"p.n2': 
3 7(.' y'.,.vrol'': 48" lOcr..œ t':, p'.S99),.p-.60h.' 

3~ !!:[.,.VoJJ..: 98~cr...cr.l~ .. ,.p.99!"pp.'1OJ3-I05:';: 
39'e! ~.,P~l!OO',.p~:ro7. S'se JTohn ]!I:'; DàVJis,CMna: A Generall m..scriRtiom 
(Tf that Empira and fts Jrnhabitants (2 'WiIlB.< Londom,:t8~;,m,vram..- I,.P.;It' 
and VTCliIl.. 2" Appendixt '1lli.e Tàe-lPiug; Rellellliom,fcn- Dàvis"s ClPpos:iition 
to tli:e 'JIa,ipings, BUclh as, 

"ït is possi1fl.e, at the same time, that thel'7 hav~ hen impelllLed by 
f'anatiaism-, and began by deeei'Viing- themselv.es .. " {p.413) 
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Am artio:rue in 1!.!ckwood"s Maprlne, "'mie Insurrection in G:b.ina", 

lly! Fred.erick Hardinanl. ew.luated the potential for surviv.a.l of tlie 

'nà.ipings on tlie liasis of caJJller;w and l.V.a.n's work"whiclh appeared t1ie 

month before. AlJ:tliough cmrious abouit 'lraiping; PQiLi tioal and mali tary{ 

end!eav.ours mIl t1ie oivill war-" tlie autltor vas more criticmll thanl. Fraser's 

,Magazine ~ Nbv.ember I853 Olt tlie 'lIaipinm: PQllli tioaD. phiIosoptile' Œf 

re~~utt~ me fouruf er~o~' in ~iping military- strategw; me stressed 

t'lia:ti; umlike Westerm rewl1utionaries Olt the mido...nme1reemlilh eentU17J"tH:e 

lJlaipingf3 abandonedl strategie: centres on their mara}h to N'anking: and lie 

1ieDie"led that suern. aœl;iœn would pro'U'e a CIOstlJy ov.ers:rght for Tàiping: 

'Dlie author of' am artio:n.e of' 10; ffbPt.emher,.I~3" in ~Hamllers"s 

Zournall attacked I]fa.i~ing efforts to seize p~litical authorit~~ He 

att:emptedto cnrrElo1t a oommom assumptiortl in :sri tain tlia:ti; rebeliJliom 

was mllO'V'ell oc:rourrenoe: in China l)y.t indl<mting; tliat. tlie 'Daiping 

Re1ls:n:DiOlll was only one of a series of dynastie: disturbanoes,whiGfu 

were eommom imChinese histor;w. LiKe past uprisings,. tlie functiœn of 

tlie 'llà.iping mO"lement was to otieck t1ie excœsses of mperial Gbv'ernment 

and them, aooording to' tradi tiom" v.a.nisli.' .A:aoording· to tliis wri ter" 

al though the Tàipings would nev.er gaim o:omliroD. o:f China, t1ieir endeavours 

infIluencœd the Emperor ta, appreaiav.e vlesterItl. pœlitica.ll thougltJt.:{4I) 

rm tlie earJJy montliB of Jr854J,· tlie '.nimes o.tf' Londom gav.e ~nerous 

at:ttenlliiC!ln1 to the Tàipings~ 'lJhe 'D1mes partic.u.larly cnnaentra"tied on news 

4a~1 y.,;Waill. m~ • .cdt •. ,.p.;2I:rr,p:p;.:2]J'4-2I5" 

4I~ ~.,:lfom. .. 2OJ,mfol. 5Q6i"ro ~pternber.,.Ia53"p. :E63,p .. I6~ 
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whicm af'feoted the good hea1ltlirof the nondon and Manohest'er Ousiness 

a:ommunities;;! 

Fblr a time, it 100ked: as' thouglh "rabelDiO!D. in Cfuina.'" was the ~ 

needed!.tœ stabiDiza the British money;market and many British CHina

aoas~ enterprises.' British merchants were 1eft in Shanglia~ and other 

t'reat$" por1ts wi th a neg1igilblle marke1t f'or Bri tislh impori goŒds becmusa , 

ClIff a ~nerall f1ight of' ehinese oiv.ilJians from the treaty; porfis. l1Jhe 

demand for ehine se export\; goed'tt remained.' higlh so 1ffiat the supply cd' 

sill:ller had to lie re.pllenished~ during 1853 from; Britaim.. lm issues of' 

the' 'lI1mes :lin earlly l!854" news' of' the reb:ells' frOID" the. 'Dimestoorrespondents 

lin lIbng: KaDg-", b.mtJy;,. and BOmbay.' and,' :f!rODlJ staf:lt memoers :iiru Londom 

suspiœLous1~ acmompaniecl the cdosing diminislied quotaticms œf' k-Hisit 

:iimpart:: salles froml Slianghai and can1liom.'" Amtliough eaïinese expori goods 

continued' to arriu atl; tlte treaty; ports f'roml tlle int.eriœ-" it was 1li..'U'~ 

ad.'v:an1lia.pous f'D%' oorrespondents ta· tlle 'll1mes t01 aonsider tha1t TB.iping 

oampaigns- vere liarming:- <mina"s' business 1ife: Jts a resull.1t,t'lie 'lJ'.imes 

0Jf earlly' I854\ o:olJltainedJ f'ew all4"œtiv.e reportbt of' tli:e 'Daipings.'(42)', 

42. FOr notias of' how rebe1Jlian in Ohina afteœted an out ward f'low of' 
siltlœr to' Shanghai and ca.ntom and ot' the o:ommeroiall heaL.'tlh in, JTuilI;yJ 1853 
CI1Jf tlte Lomon business crommunity;, see tlie 'lI!I.mes" 2 .:ra.nuar;w,ra,54,. 
"Money l'ifarke1t and Oi ty IntBlligemxe- IDImmeroia1 Re"tircœpeœtf",p.lf:'; Elbr 
a re.por1l; om how the Relie11ion af'f'ec.,tf.ed the ea.ntonese trade of' Briitislh 
merchaml;s,.. se.e ~.~,.I2 Januaryr"I8S4, SeCOlld Edi ~iom,."~mmerciall 
ImIielllligeno.e - eantom Marke1t ReporW'l~p.i7,.. especiia,]l1y: 

"Money;:iis no t' so soarcre a.mlL improv.ememli woulld probably take pllace :iin 
the prioe of.' goo:dJs,: :ilf not checked b;W reported dïsturbanoas inl the 
neiglmouriing: distriat s .. '" 

Sae allse\ the rapor'lt of' an'.> obBe~r :iin C'antOJII. in the 'l!îmes,. 20 :rJranua.l'Yi~ 
l8!54"S'eoond Editimm,p';IOJ lin an artiolle en1liitled!. "1Jllie CXnmtesit im ahine.'''. 

- Bee espeoi:al]]y tlie foJ1llowing: 

'1 
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In early ][854, there was one-favourable acœount in the 'lIimes of t:te. 

lDà.ipings. (43) 
1 

B'~ W1iyr Periodiical MaterialL :iim l1l!2JilBilt)iftbp'1!B.:iipings 

Mos1t jpurnalists kne.w bYT tHe end!. of I853 why they suppor1ted or 

oppa:sed the 'D.a:iipings.~ 

lm I853,. a writer in the British Quarterly Revf.e.w discussed: 

specif'iœ pllans tO) further.. \ie.sterm. Protestant <!lliristianity,r in Cli:!i.na.. 

ka argu.ed tliat onoe li'rotestant missionaries gave the Word of GOd to: , 

the Cliinese Ï'ro 'D.8.iping-oxmu.pied areas" the Chinese :iin these ar.eas 

l'louilcf willinglJy reoeive British goods and wella:ome BritisD.l scmollars and 

tra'ViellJl.ers tO) their homes;!{44} 
, 

Db .heartiDy adv.ised' his readers to suppor1t tn:e liew 'mIriamenlli 

soii:eme. Re was· ooDf'ic:l.ent tlia't; wi th ueœessari finanaiall ass:iis1m.mœ frollll 

Bi'iitaim, lPI'otestfaDt missionaries aould' suppl;y ttie ~ wi tiL ~nese . 

Biiblles, and that these nativ.e Cliinese aomœrtm,oruœ suppllied w:iitfu 

la 
tlt 'll1ie southerm. band of' rebells are now in the hear1t of' the tea distrids 
and ma;yr check not only the f'urther expor1ts f'or this seasom, but tliat:: 
for the ne~n, 

ttl~:':. ~ but the question arisas willll. the oa.pi taltatts risk their mone;w 
in diBtrio.t8 wherŒ the law is set; at d'ef'ianoe, and l'lhere tumulJts oJlilJy 
raise so many bandits to wayl!a" property and seize it"iif' mone;yr, or lev;y 
1flJa.ck:ma.ill.,,:iif' produce~t' 

". l"n importl3 WEI' ma.y look f'or li ttlle improvement in manufaotured goadJs 
umtill. confideno.e or peaae is established.' ..... n. 

'lllie llbng Kong oorrespondent was cri tical of' Tà.iping' promises to foreigners. 
S'se' the 'Dimes,28: February,I854, second: Edition,.ttehinattl,p. IO, 1JwIt lie 
tcrc spoke of' the aommeroial healltlil of the China.-ooast; sett]]emeœ as it 
was af'f'ected! byr re1lel]iom. 5:ee ..m1,.',I3 F.ebrua.ry, ]854, Second Editio~ 
"COmmercial! In;;el"lJige:rme - ffi:Lntom M"arke'ti1t ,p'-:1O and ~. ,28', E'ebrua.ry, 
J!854', seaond Edi tiom, "ehina" ,P. 10:, espeo:i.allJyt 

"' •••• and! alll [the British merchant community in AIDoi! .. lere anxiously/. 
llooking f'orward to what the <nlinese New Y"ear wouldi Dring', being" so· muclil 
disa.ppointeœ in their expectations of' gaad business af'ter tHe reea.pture 
0Jf' that œi. t~.," 

Î 
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c:H.ristian li terature" l'Tould improv.e Chinese: pO!lli. tical"commerciall, 

and religious life.> ~ mi]lion 1f.ew mestaments had 1:leen pu1iil.islied! by! tlte 

Br:litislh and Foreign' Bli.ole SOriet;y;r and' the Bondon Missionary SOciiet;r': 

']!hese were ready' for distribution"andlltliè,s6osac:i:et±as ne:eded only 

eager suscri bers; r.Ilhis wri ter indica'tBœ tha1t tlie av.a.ilabilJi ty of' 

N'ew rnes'tiamemlis would' create am imlrense ehinese demanœ for tli:em.: SUcm 

a demand"coul'd' then '\le easily satisfiedl 1leas,use of rnaiping: promises tQ, 

o:pem the interiOJr to Western) eivilizatiam:{45» 

MOrecw.er, lie remarkedl. that British Pro:lies"tiamt missionaries were 

mrtt adv.a.nc:iing their f'ai th in China. to the :fulles1t of their alii.]i ties. 

'Db) meri what he saw as a clear demand o-r the Chinese masses for 

Protestamli Christ iani ty ,.P.t-otestamt missionari,es should; alllow CHD.nese 

Christians tœ tistribute Rrote.stant traots and' cronduo1t the ew.ugelization 

of the masses in the interior .. "(46n) 

In Nbv..emlier I853, the contriliutor to Fi'aser"s MapzimJ was less 

forthright about his interes1is than tHe wri ter :lin the :sri tisfu Quarterlly 

Review~' ']!he jPurn:a.lis1t in IDraser"s- oorrected eaWeryr and lVam..s 

argumemt that tHere was no aonmectiom between insurgent oontae:l7 'Defore: 

185~ with the Protestant missionary aommuDity and the later success of 

:iinsur~noY1 :iin the interiar.; Allthough the writer did not adV!.Ï.se tlte 

43. Se& the navall E:Jffiaer"s report; of 25 Oœl;ollar,,18B3,. f'roJll1 AmolD, in 
the 'lIDnes of 55 Jhnu.a.ry, 1854,:p~' 

44': E.x." Voll. .. 31" li()CJ'.+cit':,p.]Q65,~.IIO.:,p.>III"p .. II4 .. 

45'~ ~",.pp .. nO-In.; 
46e' .m!.~,;p.p.;n:3-II4l.' 

1 



tlte expansion of Rrotesta.nt mis~ions in China, lte did assume ft was 

kno:wlledge of the Protestaml; faitfu before I850: whicfu lled 'llaiping' I!eaders 

tOl seek poIDiticall clianp. Fraser"s Magazine, howe-,rer, was chieny in~er-

e,s1ted im tli11.s re1J:e]JJionas ft ereated; am opportuni t;w for a possiblle 

extensiC!Jlm,ot' :British commercro.alJ, intsrests im the interiar •. lm D'ecem'6er 

I854:" ano:ther artiC'lle :iin Fraser"s was cmiefly cozmerned wi tlb. 

un:iIlimited tra~ll for foreigners in the interior of cntina and witlh the 

ccommerœi.all rev:ol!u.tion which should folllow': (47r) 

In .Tru.ilJy I853" a wri t'er in the Edînburglb. Rev,ie:w llad reasons for 

hot supporting ehinese in:surgencyr.- ma pmtnted2 out the: upcoming: treatyr 

revd.sion,. scm.eduled for I854, between' Great Britain and the Imperial 

etiinese Court.' This writer suggested oommeroiall conoessions to be 

gained byr the British Government "in negotia:ttion witlil the Imperialists. 

ma fel t tliat:, the legalizatiom of opium' would be most amenàblJe 'tin, an 

parties. (48:)' 

~is writer reoognized, as did the editors and oorrespondents of 
" 

tlie 'Mmes in early 1854,. that reœlll.iom in Chli.na <!rould influence the 

e.oonomio stabilli ty of Great Bri tain.. {49} He advoeat'ed œil.o.'ser cro-operat.i.om 

'IilliiiJlI:enupcomiinm; treat;vr revisiom 1jaJPD üfll', Olf'~icnalls œf' Great Bri taiID,FDance, 

and America': He emphasized1• tliat immediate acœss to eliinese markets m, 

the interiGil' shoulld be the Casio d:emand:, of :sri tish negotiators.{50J) 'lIhe. 

4'P';'See !!:!i."VoID... 48,10o.cit •. ,p': 598,especially the fblJlJow:i!ng: 

"II~e men of' letters l' at ca.nton" easy' and indolent:, had hi therto negleotled: 
or despised the leatl'Iling af the West~·' OUr triumph; in the opium war 
awakèned their dormant curiosity.'llheyr sought the acquaint'anoe of 
F!rotestant missionaries." See also vro:ID. .. 50,Deoember,I854,"S'i&m1 and its 
D'istingu.ished Princœs",p •. 695. 

481'; ~.,'W0'.n.: 981.,lloœ •. oit.;,p.:rr29.Fbr suggestions ooncerning' the legaliz
atiom of opium,see ~. ,p .. IL1:',P.:EI1 ,p • .:r24,p.:rr29. 

49': ~.,p .. I26. 
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Tàipings" promise :lin Apr:iill. ]:8:53 to. aClCept British goods prOWld to this 

writer that the Chinese in ~aiping-occupied areas wanmed to establish 

r.eguDar tDade wïth British mercHants. 

Illhis journalist believed: that; :sri tish marchants were takïng- the \.; 

wrong approaclh to potential China trade~liat lie fellt was primariilJy.' 

need!ed was adwna.ed We-sterm marketing technique, !~Bri tish superv.ision of' 

a aottage industry in Clliina, fuI]]. adoption of Westerttl teatinollogiaall. 

i'nnoœ.tions,amt studies by British firme of Cliinese marketing-";(5JI) 

Ire remained.: cmnfident that Bri ti sh COlIDDercœ would be tlie wedge 

tOl opem up the Chinese im;eriOlI' ta Western oivilization.' Poli ticalll;y7, 

the lIdinhurgh. ReVJ.iew ŒIf' JJUlly l!853 was l'ess ambi tious. rnhe imposi tiO!ll 

af a sta.ml8.rd of honesty into tlie regime œf the Emperor was considered 

sufficient poilliticali impro-,;œment.~(52J 

In Augustt 1853, in an artiole enti tleci "mm Insurraœliiom in Chinait', 

a :wri ter in B1.ackwood "s Magazine:- was unable to offer full: support to> 

insurgenoyr in China': He was anxious for Western' scholars to gaim aocess 

to the secrets of the Chinese interior and to- scrutinize ~inese 

historiœal documents. He was emr.ious that C8.ll\ery· and '!Van obiiained 

aemess to the interior of Gliina and to the Tàipings before a Elritislh 

o5Bserv.er and wrote somewhat ur~ntlJy in August 1853 to expoaeo .:' .". '.;"'-~ 

50'; For recommendations for closer ao-operation among the powers,see 
E..R.,Wol. 98, 1 ocr .. ait. ,pJl!.:98-99. For awareœss of the value of immediate 
British aCl'OOSS to the interior, see .!1!!!. ,pp.:ro6-IOl' p .. IIO,p .. I:r3,p .. II9, 
p .. 129. 
5I. ]]!!t., pp •. J!I2-J:I3'; 

52~ ~or confidence,thà.tBritish goods aould open ehinese markets, see 
~.;,p.1I4,Pp";I30;"I31 .. For recommendations aoncerning Chinese gov.ernment., 
sea' ~.,p..r03'; 
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prenGlilprejudices to Hritish neaders. He commented specifica~ly 

concerning the reliabil'i ty of c::a.llery and 'Wwan "s aocount:: 

" when we add that both gem!;]emen, altliough at present in Francs, 
were long and latel'y resident in China, under circum~anCl:ls peculiarIY' 
:l!B.v.oura1:tl!e to aaquisi tiam of soundi, informa~om respecting i ts sta'tie 
and pO'li tias, and that they,r have liad free acroess to the aroliü.~s of" 
1Jlie:iJr embass;w ••• '. the Cll'-o:E.,eration of ODe welJl!!""aaquain:tied. wi th the 
<!:hinese tongue t: r.I. eal:t.e~J must liav:e lieen invaluabl1e and perliaps 
indispen-sable to Dr.' 'Ylva.%lJe'" . 

']he wri ter in Blackwood"s reoommended that liis readers intsrpre1t 

aarefu]J]Jy' Cal:l.ery and 'iiVan"s writings .. He noted' that am erlrao1t from1 

a Taiping: Prooillamatiom alarmed these two gentlJ.eme~ The Pro oiliamat iOlD, 

read in pa~ 

";A:,s to) those stupid.' priest:s of :Bbuddlia and' the jugglers of Ta.o~se the;y;r 
shallll. allll. be repressed, and their temp]J.es and their monasteries slialll. 
be demolished,- as welili as tho-se of alli other corrupt sec~s~' 

T.he wri ter im Blackwood "s wrote concerning thi s P.rocIDamatioro tliat 

"MM. Ca.llery and' YVan anxiously speculate as- to wlio are designated by 
tlie wOl'ds other corrupt sects. Has the proolamatiom drawn up 1lw a 
disciple oi' COnfucius" or byr a mem1ier of Gll.tz]aff Ils Chinese Umion? 
'l'heY-l Callery' and Y!v.anJ admit that for the present tt is impossi blle to 
answer the questiorr."(53) 

][n, Augus1t Jl853, this journalist believed the 'Dà.ipings would, liave 

no difficml. t;y.' absorbing Western mili tary teohniques if these insur~mts 

vere oapablJ.e of honouringtheir promises to weleome foreigners to 

Nanking. Hbwev.er the writer was eager to see the Chinese Imperial 

administratiOltl refashioned byi the Emperor to follow Westerm poli tics,ll. 

usages.:(54) This journalist was as eoncerned as Fraser"s Magazine in 

~ov.ember !853 to,oontinue British Protestant missionary enterprise iw. 

China" an~ lie did show interest in any movement for the legalization 

53': !:!.,V-ol]. 14,loC',œi.t. ,p.203,p.· 2Jr9. 

54. ~.,P •. 2IJI: for the journal's eagerness to promote Western' military 
techniques. 5ee ~. ,p .. 204,pp:.2Jr:r-2Jr2 for the poli ties,l recommendations 
of the journal for China. 
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of opium in c.:b.ina .. ('55Y 

Another wri ter in Chamllers ris Journal was qui te de fi ni te im his 

disdain for the 'lIaipings .. Al though an artic!lle in Chambers "s .Tournal 

of' 30 Jiu.lI.Jy "1853,, expressed' impptience wi th any nation' who dared to 

isol'at,e itself" from the civilization of other nations,{56)this 

journalistnattempted to honestly evaluate reports ooncerning the 

insurreetion., Ife denied those which1 procl'aimed that China was 

experiencing a national' lillera]), revolutiom, and h-e could not 1:lelie~ 

the insurgents would awaken', a.rry religious sympathies in the C1iinese 

masses. ma observed that organized religious life and fai thful 

religious serv:iee were simply not attractiVe to', tlte Chinese.'(577) 

EbweVJer in, I853 Ohambers"s .Tournal did argue for the interests 

of \'Jesterm scholars.:Anl articl:e enti tled! "'l!he "Jax Jrnseot of China'" 

advocated ,that \'Jestern entemologisits should trav,ell to the interior 

of China to studyr Chinese natural phenomena .. (58) 

Articles in early ]854 in the l]imes sliould be analy,se~ according 

to the interests of the correspondent .. W:riting: on Deeember 2ff,I853, 

ta the Times" their BOmbaYi enrrespondent was unabl:e to: decide whetlter 

the ~iping northern army would surviv,e a winter in the north o~ China. 

A]though inactivity in Taiping camps and the cold were ~actors whioh, 

could keep the Kuangsi men from Peking-, this correspondent 1leliev.ed that 

55 .. .!!!..,Viol. 74,Jloo.cd. t. ,p.2Jr:6.' 

5&:. œ.Jf., vrol. 20,N"o .. 500, 30 JJi1ly,]853,"Chinaism in all:. C"buntries"', 
pp.'65=66. 

_ 57. ~ .. , 'Wol. 20,lIfo.., 506,loœ.œi.t.,p .. r65. 

58~ ~,vroll.20, Nb .. 52.Œ,24 Dec:em1ler,I853,"'lJhe Wax- :ITnseo:t of eMna"', 
ppe4l!4-4I5.' 
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Taiping'revollutionary fervour-and political ambitions were factors 

whichl might PUShl tlieir armies on to Peking~ (59:)rmte 'lIimes' Hi.!lnIg; Kong: 

corre-spondemli was eager to prove the wortliiLessness of Ta.iping: promises 

to foreigners. He œetected this ~actor in the De Bburboulom.mission 

o,f' 30 Decemoer,li853~.tO' 7 J'B.nuary,I8D4·, to' Nanking.Iro his repori cm Ils 

Jfanuary"I8,4, this correspondent worried about the safet;yr off tlie 

foreign settlemen1; at Shanghai.-(60) 

~ .. The Pcrli tical Sli.pIid"ivanc~ of Rev.ollutiom ire Cli1Ï.na 

lm 1853,· British journalists realized the po~,itiaall signi~icanoe 

O!f' ev,ents taking pJJao:e in China. lJllie major China articlle in 1853 of" 

IIlO.Bt journaJls tried ta. sort out the speculations from the news accoumts 

reoeived~ eonoerning tlie Tâ.ipings.' Mo:st: jj:>urnalistr.s explJa.ined the ~actors 

lin their judgment whicfu ei ther justified.: or nulJJ.:ified a proj:ec1ied 

poIDiticall revolutliom in China.' ~ten their evidence was presented with 

li ttle enthusiaSJIl1 or was qualified by 'references to tlie journa]lls 

former conceptions of Chinese lJife •. 

Tlie social ciass of the original! T"aiping insurgents and the regional 

limi tation to Kuangsi af the original Ta.iping uprising: were frequentlyr 

discussed by' :Sri tish journalists. 'mie wri ter in the :Sri ti sli1 Quarterly 

Review argueœ that the distance orf Kuangsli from P.eki~had protected 

the Kuangsi men from the corrupting influence of Imperial poil.iticB.(6IJ 

59 .. The 'nimes·,28:. Ee1JrDà!:lT,.I854,. S'ecand Editiom,."'Imiia and China" ,P. ID. 

601;; I1:Ilid';,,5econd Edi tion,.;2~,leHina"l,p.l0)': Speaking' of Taiping: repcrtis 
to> De Bburboulon,. this oorrespondent wrote~ 

"'llhey stated that they had news from Pekim that the gates of the ci ty,r 
were inv,est'eŒ by tlieir .adheremlis, and when i't is taken they were lJikelJy 
tQ) ]!IlrooeedJ to Shanghai .. '" 

61.: y.,.vro'l1 .. 31,.lJoc.cdt •. ,p.99'': 

, 
..... 1 
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The wri ter in Fraser"s Magazine e!Dj-oyed' ridiaulin-g Imperialis"lts 

mlÏ.lli t'ary ineffiai:enay7 against tHe Mïaœ warriors, wlit> suecessf"ulllly-

empJJoyed the art of dea.eption against Imperial troops. ~is wri ter 

1leliev.ed that the hills of Kua.ngsi presented an ideal romantiC' lIackgroun.d: 

for revolution, but he was disappointed that Himg' Esiu-ofu"ua.m was not 
1 

at tli:e 1leginming- of the Reliellicm an official of some stature~(62)) 

Whil'e a wri t'er in' the Edimburglh Review did not appl;w his conel usions 

specifica]lly:- to) tli:e Tà:iipings" he was· cmnfid'emt tha~ Ohine se ofiieial:s 

were untrustwortliy~(63)'Ilhe aontributor to Black.wood"s was criticœl'.o1r 

a Obinese raoiall. charaœl;eristic:: the inab:i!lJi ty o-f China"s generations 

to improve their teahnology,~ He also mentioned CHinese official 

d'ea.ept:iiC!ml (6i1:): but'- liad oonfidence iin; the mili tary aohieumemts and' 

riamina o-f the Mïao peoples'- He noted signs ot' 'Dà.iping mti.J.litar;yr and' 

p(J1])itioall. genius.'(65) As mentioned1. previoul'Jly,the 'llimes" Bbmba;w 

correspondent fteared that Knangsi Mem jjn1 tlie 'l'aiping': northerm army 

wouDd lie unable to withstand the winter of 1853 to 1854 in a mortlierm 

Chinese w:imate ." 

~rtain :sri tish journalists ra:aognized in ]853 that a "Wiable 

pail.li tioa.l revolution im China. must attraot the scholar and: ]}a.nded; 

62. F'eM."Woll.48~lo:a •. oi t .. ,p.599,p.,605. :rrm this articrlle,Fraserl's did' 
not dïfferB!ltiate bet"reen tlie Miao and Hakka peoplles of Kua.ngsi. 

63'; !!:!l.,VTom~' 98~JJao.œi.t.,p~I27~j 

64. B',.M.,1JTolJ .. 74, Ioo,œit. ,p~205,p~IT.' 

65". Thid.!,pp~'209-2]o~' Blackt·TOod.'''s d:iid: not differentiate in this 
articTe lietween; tHe Ha.kk:a and' Miao peopJ.1es of Kua.ngsi.' 

"-........... - . '-- \ 
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gemtry besides masses of the O1l.inese popula"e. 'mie '\tlriter in the 

Bri tish Quarterly Review reported thav. the schol!ar gentzy,- of Cantom 

generalJJJy con-sidered the 'ill:I.iping Re1J:el!liom, was only a "pilOlt-ballonl" 

to testt. the opinion of the masses and.' to forcre the Manchu gov:ernment 

to demonstrate its capacity for sa~~zeserv.a~G~ ~his jpurnali~ 

'then gave evidence that the populac:e was going Ov.'er in: a bod;rr to the 

'l\a.i'ping: chieftains~1(66) BUt a wri ter in the Edinburglh Review Q>f JWjY" 

lI853 denied this a1legat:Lo.n. by,r presemting evidencre that the scholJar 

gentry and the landed gentry liad not joined the T"aipi~s.( 6mJ rnli-e 

c:onltri'Butor ta Fraser Irs Magazine was' more a.are of' ~à.iping pO'J:i ticall 

stma.ai ty than the conn-i butor to the Edinburglh Review and di scov.ered 

exampJJes of popular suppo~ for the Taipings and o~ Imperialis~ ~just-

ice to the scholar gentry~ ~ese factors,lie ~elieved, should cause tlie 

schollar gentry to join tH:e forces of rebelliom (68) 

'Dhe author of the ac:count of' August r853 im .BlI:ackwood 1Is Magazine 

took a simillar po~ition to that of the British Quarterl! Review o~ 

Jf.o'Vrember conc-erning expected mass Chinese suppori for the Ta.ipings. 

Hë justified general!. resistanoe to poJJitical change priai[' to the 

Rebellion in China (69) and dèsc:ri1led the oriticaJ: attitude of' the 

Chine se to' the disgraceful 'lIreaj;y of Nan1dng. H'e implied that many 

Chinese \orho were dissatisfied with the ineffectiv:e conduct durihg' the 

Opium:~'àr"o,f':'the Manohu ba.nners would 'Be attrac:ted to a. revolutionazy,-

66. E ..wr., Wol!.' 31, 1]oc. ci t. ,p~ IO 3,p. 1Jr2. 

67. !!:!l.,VTo1'. 98,l'oc.ci t. ,p.r02.' 

68; E!:!:t.,Wo1.48,l'oo.cit;,p.593,p.600,p.608. 

69; 1!!::!..,Wo-l. 74,10c.cit.,p~204!.] 

,-
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program.']he reform ministers"sueh as Cl:h":ii-yillg"~ had actually prepared 

the Chine se population for "j)raoticall. progress":.' 'nhis el1ememli ;,,01' progress 

had been1interrupted by'the HSie~eng Emperor"s disgrace ai' the reform 

I\linisters short]y af'ter his acroession.' 'lIhe wri ter in Black:wood "s implied 

that the HSiem-feng Emperor"s measure in tUl['IlJ. inoreased' the dissatisf.i:dion 

C1!f certain Ohineee.'«70») lfi th the advent of rellellion in ]850, tlte 

RSiem-feng Emperor,his arcli~conservative ministry, and the Manchu~annere 

oaused further physica.l and eoonomia; suf'fering im China. F'inal!Jly, tlte 

journa.lis~ related that ImperialistWolunteer oorps,formed in to~ms of 

Kuangs~ and: Kuangtung,had to be diebanded by local offioials for fear 

of a general mov.ement to join the Taipings';' ("nI») 

Most journaliste in ]853 wrome seriouely about linperialist; 

pol:i tiaaJ.: ineffioien;cy' and mili tary inepti tude.' Examples of Imperialisit 

po~itioal corruption were givem.by many British journalists, wlio agraed 

that polli tioal evolution,if not revolution, was desirablë •. The wri ter 

iwtlie British Quarterl: Review oould not understand how the Chinese 

people tolerate~ sa great a degree of suffering ~n~ abuse without revollt-

ing~l«72)' Many journalists implied' tha.t the overthrow and disgl"aoe im 

]850 of the mini str,r of the Tao-kua.ng Emp~roT by the lfsien-feng 

Emperor brought down upon the new Emperor the evils of' political and 

l'eligious revolution.' 

The ,-rriter im.Fraser's Magazine was proud that the First Opium 

70. ~.,Vol. 74,loc.oit.,p.205,p.207~ 

7I.' llbid'~.,p.2JD!,p..2JI71~' 

72 .;:;y,. , Wo 1.J l, 10'0'. ci t. , p .. 90.' 
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\fa.r forc-ed the T'à.o-kuang Emperor ta- pay oloser respect to Englislil 

poli tical! customs" Poli tical corruption and deoei t'-. im the ministry of 

the Heien-feng Emperor;';pfI!'ev.e.fuhèd'hiID1 froID1 comtrolling the forces of 

interna.l rebellion. «73 J: 

~e writer in the Edinburgh Review went a step further. Im,JUly 

]853, he attaoked the British consular community in China and the 

British Gbv.ernment for having incited imernal disse:rrsiom ~ means 

of' the disgrac-ef'ul Opium Wa.r of' ]839' tO) I842.:{T4) Re suggested that 
1 

"t;he maladministratiom of' China fromI850 was a re:sul t of a series of" 

natural disasters combined with obvious political hardships';(75) In 

his opinion, the inexperienc-e of the new Emperor c:ertainiLy colrliributed 

to rebelliom,i~the nation. ~e writer in the ~ritish Quarter1y Review 

a1so sympathized with the inexperience of' the new Emperor.t76) 

In August I853, the wri ter im Bia.ckwood' s Magazine hO'\'1ev.er refused 

to apolo-gize for Imperia1ist po1itical' ineffia±ency or f'or English 

aggressive conduct in the Opium \iar, ei ther of l'1hich might ha.ve 

provoked dissensiorn among·\the Chinese masses. According to this 

journalist,Chinese of'ficia1do~ threaten:ed and abused the Englism 

mermnati]e community in China and the Chinese Emperor had no~ ~een 

v.isib]y influenced in his po1itical conduat by the Opium War sett1eme~ 

13.- F'~.,vrolJ., 48,J.oo.cit. ,p.598,p.'603.' 

14; E.R.,V:ol1., 98~J1oc.cit.,pp,,:[QO-I02,p .. !04.' 

15; nid-.. ,p •. I02,p.1:l!9; 

16" E.M., vrolJ.'3][, 10c.ci t. ,pp.99-;rOO,p'-I03,p.TI!2~1 

'-. -------. 1 
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, 
or by discreet knowled~ of "barbarian ac;\;ivities".The author of the 

acroount in Chambers "s Journal also believ.ed that the Tao-kua.ng Emperor 

was worthy-' of foreign aontemp1t,and that he and his succ.essor deserv.ed 

to be tried by an internaI dissension :iJn Ghina.'(78} 

Many British writers in ]853 were 9ptmmist~~ concerning the 

political future of China. and were confident that Tàiping armies 

would soon seize political authority. Illheir optimism was confirm.ed! 

by mil~itary aa.mpaigns in "l'lhich-, Ta.iping armies eontinued' to wim 

tactieal and strategie batt~es from Manehu commanders and bannermen: 

who had lost confidence in their abili tyr to put rellel armies tOJ flighit. 

This was the approach taken br wl"i t:e.n": in the British Quarterllw 

Review and Fraser"s Magazine.' They select'ed from cralleryr and Wvam, 

and other material's evidence of 1mperialisii mUi tary inca.paci tyr ~7f)!) 

tn the face af insurrectionaryr mUi tary confidemœ.; (ao} 

'llh.e wri ter in Blackwood"'a- pointed to ']àiping audaci ty iIl1 cutting: 

off their queues as a unifying symbo~_ of national revolutian. He took 

noitia:e of the "gnea1t and' painful sensation" produeed by this aa;\;, "a1t 

tlie court of' Bekin "~ found' the strategy- of T,aiping guerillJl.a. war:tare 

tn Kua.ngsi to De brilliant and emphasized mt.l]eryr and YlVan "s aeeount c,f' 

Vtoeroyr 1lSu Kua.ng-ohin"s fS'ew)l llack œr c:oDfidenc:e in his abilJi tyr to) pd 

down insurgf:lnoy;'(8r), 

78".' ~.,Wol •. 20'\,N"o •. 506,1'0c. cit. ,p. 165. 

79. y.,:Wol'. 3],1'oc.ci t. ,~~!i3(Jp-:9~;;J, ami Ë'.M~,Vol!. 4ff,l!oc.ci t.·,p..60Ô'" 

80.', y., Voll. 31, l!oc. ci t. , PP'. '102-]04 and F~M., Vo]). 48', llo'o,. ait. ,p •. 599'" 

8]:; ,Y.., V'o']). 74,roc.oiit. ,p.208,p. 209,p-.213. 

1 
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The navaJ1'.cSfflicer wri ting cmo25LOœl;ober"I853, frolB1 Amoy to the 

'Dimes- gave viv.d.d i]lustrations of Enperialist mili tary d'ecreptiveness 

and inep~ttùdàt:d!n the fie]œ at Shanghai and' Ainoy.'(82): 

'Dhere-were British journalists who showed'that tlie 'mI.ipings 

intended to establish a stable politica.l regime~ The writer in the 

British Quarterly Review dete~ined' tliat the political philosop~af 

HUng Irsiu-ch ''uam was polit ica]]y acroeptable in1 ahina.:Inmg appeared 

to be infl.uenced by tlie precepts of Obnfuaius and Mermius .. Taiping:-

iissuanO'e of currencyr seemed to chara.cterize their d'asire ta; establislh 

a 10ng-lJa.stin-g' poli tical struoture' in the interior."(8'3} Gbnfid'eIlDtf im 

the workabili ty of regionalL go'\œrnment in China amI; in; T'.a.iping- plans 

to se1t up a federated' gov.ernmental structure under the suzeraimliy:- of 

lUmg Ifsiu-clh''ua.m o'Coupied' the attent±an- of sev:eraJl Britisn., journalists. 
(84) 

Disgracefuil.: Taiping mili tary condu~', and their outright barbarisDD 

fn the field,.however" presentecl a problelIrJ for some writersi Ta. CDunter 

cHarges' of potitica] unreliability and a lack o~ accor~ between T'aiping 

religious and' moral <daims and their mil'i. tary oonduC'ti,. Bri tisliJ. 

journalistts quickly 'Ilec-ame ei ther apologis"ti-s for Taiping barbariSlB1 or 

diiisowned' the Taipings as agents of :sri tish int'erests in the i~erior of 

China. The wri ter in the British QuarterlY Review opem.y admitted 

~à.iping military barbarism but tried' to conaeal the trne nature of' 

82.' The Times.5 Jhnuary I854, "'11lie Religious lll'ovement in Chinall',p.8. 

83.' !!:!..,WolJ. 3][, 100'. oi t. ,p .. JI02,p. 105 a.nd ~., V01l.. 48,100' .. ci t.,p.60JI. 

84~f !!:[_,VTol'. 3!,10c.oit.t!"p.II2 and ~.,V:o] .. 4a,l!ociooit.,p.602~' 

.." .... 
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Tàipin~military oonduat Dy magnifying'Manohu military autrooities.(85J 

Wr:Lters in Fraser"s Magazine. and Blackwood's preferred tO) emphasize 

Imperialis~ excesses.'{86)\ The naval offic:rer writing oJn'l25 Oetober,I8B3, 

from Amoy to the T>imes described the sufferings of Chinese c:ivilians 

and gave special attention to the depradation13 of the Iinperialist 

'D\' Reports j!rior to 1853 from' China and (fuunse]. for 

:Br:iitislh Foliey' 

Many British writus"assessed the reliability of information tlIeJ"T 

J:ia.d' reeeived throughout the year and previous to ]853 from~ tli;e <niina 

coast'·.~care:fUl observanae was made of an;w consular restrictions 

conc:ernmg: British civiliam adiv.ities outside of the foreign settle-

ment areas.' M'any wn ters de~cdbed the policY7 the crbvernmemt was 

pursuing: concerning the belligereml;s' and suggestad am of'fieiall. po1.ic~ 

tli-e Gb.vernment should pursue to meet tlie politiaal situatiODJ. in tli-e 

8~;'''Fb·;,Cevidènoe of Taiping' œrbarism, see E.M.,VTom. ... 3I,]oc.Œi.t.',p.'99,· 
p.]o2,p.~1t05': For eviden-ae of M'anchu military autrocities,. see I1H.d., 
p.1ro3,p.:]]lJ!'~' .A:acordiing to the writer, barbarism', wasJra.keYJ determinan1t 
of Taiping religious and moral reliability~' There was contrary evidence 
which did prov.e Tàiping forc:res could be humane.' Sée ]bid!."p • .I03,p .. !I:rr~1 
A's T.à.iping religious errora ,.,ere grievous- Sée ]bitt.,pp.'I08-I09- so 
i~deed i]1ustrations of Tàiping barbarism were eVidently true:{Ibid., 
p.I:n2)' 

~iping:barbarism could only be justified on the baS:LS of their 
survival in the oivil!. war~1 (Ibid.',p.nrr) ~et, as the T"aipings were 
proponemts ~ the Christian fai tli), their barbarous mil1i tary conduGt:; was 
justidtiedl. on the basfs of their laoking: Protestant s.-criptures and 
nnissfonary- guidanoe; (Ibid!';:,p~ln~ 

86'.1 E.!!..,Wo'll.. 48,1'oc.oit",p~~OI,p~05 and' Bl.lI!.,VTol.·74,loc:.cit .. ,p.:212. 

8r(. 'Dhe T.lme s ,,5 Jil.nuary, 1854,·"'lllie Relligious Mov.ement .' ....... , p .. 8.4;' 'l1he 
suf'f'erings of the oiVT.i.lian populatiom l'lere also oorroborated: liyr the 
lJl1imes" Hbnœ, Kong ~rrespondén:t~; 5:ee the Times,I2 January,J[854,se~nd 
Edï tiom, "China."',p.'7 and Il:' February, 1854,Seoond' Edition-, "Ohina"·,p..Io. 

h. 3..-

1 



, 
\ 
'-

-103-

interior of China. 

A writer in the British'Quarterly Review,supported Bbnham and 

Medhurst "s conclusions of IIIlÎ.d-Jr853 that rel1igiom H:elped the Thiping: 

chief tains to guarantee aontinuing loyal'ty frolJI1 their adheremts.~ 'mlis 

writer inalud:ed' an erlraœlt from the Churàh Missiona.r;y;' Intal!ligemœr 

of f!eptembar 1853", whiafu oDntained part of George Hbbson,"s ]e~t,èr o.t' ' 

23 May,~853, to the Archbishop,of Canterbur,y~~ this partiaular 

portion of his letter,lIbllson1 asserted! that British consulJa.r restrailrlL 

uponJ the pla.nned! visit of Dr; M"edhurst tO) Nankings wouJJd be unwel!come.(88); 

~ wri ter in Fraser "s Ifa.ga.zine did not believ.e former aecount.s of 

the He~ellion and observ.ed! that the only trustwortbyevidence l'las thav. 

of accomplished facts; Re lieartil1y supported Slir George Bbnham"s 

aocomplishments at N'"anking: but did not full]y disauss Bbnham 's 

diplomaoy in that city.{89J"For this writer,Bbnha,m"s mission l'las 

important beaa.use i t clarified the proto-co]. to be ohserv.ed 'By.r the 

insurgents in diplomacy "Ti th British officiaIs.' 

lm J'uly ]853, the c:ontri butor to the Edinburglh ReVliew sugges1red: 

that Parliament "s cOllJtemplated reduction of British import:: duties on; 

tea l'las a meaningless gesture to the Chinese.' The reall issue at: stake 

~etween the Hritish and Chinese peop]e l'las immed±ate insistenee UpODl 

unlimited British and foreign travel in tlie Chinese intllrio1r'; (90) 

HB reaognized! that British ignorance of Chinese social and politioa~ 

88." y'.,VToiIl. 3)r,10c.oit.,p~J!09,p.·IJ!J[;' 

. 89." FeM.,Woll. 4.8,1,100' .. cit;,p.596,p.605; 

90~ E..R .. , Vol'. 98,10c.ci. t. ,p.]!3].~ 

·- _ .. -._---~-. 
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life kept British civilians- from opening up, "that v.a.st-, empire to the 

commerŒe~ the arts, the civ.ilization, and the religion of Europe'. 

From his o~r.n ev.a.luation of Ohinese social and political life, this 

writer'was aware that that the Ohinese people determinedly rejected 

an~ reBtraineœ Brftish efforts to share their civilization witli~the 

Chinese~ {91} 

~is man' them boldly outlined: an off~œi.al policy wlilichè would 

appeal to British readers' and interestecl parties~l He justffied 

intervention1 im the civil war whenev.er it became necessary to protec1t 

Bri tish commercial:. interests in China.' Re was confuse ci by! tH:e lJeniemr. 

treatment of the Ohinese in the 'nreaty of Nanking: and lamented that 

there were 

Il. 350) milllions or upwards of' ci vili2le~ trading, calico-wearing- liumarn 
Deings hi therto se clude d' :from US."1 

He ahastiseœ British merchants' for no~ 

"measuring: more- carefulllyr the immediate prospeœlt of the improvedi 

conditiGn: Olf'.A:nglcr...chinese relation:s. It (92) 

ne main1t.a.ined: that the moS't suitable British China. poli0y7woulId. 

forcef'ul]}y opem the in1i:ericrr of China to those ambi tious to gain ent'ry7~ 

Gaven the intransigenae of Ohina "s officialdom and people ,.pursui t of 

such a forcefull policy appeared' to this wri ter to De the best approa~'!r ;,.:";; 

91:.' E.R'::,VTo:u. 98,loc.cit.,p.,I07,p.I:I2. 

92; l.bid.;,p.I06,p.nrr.' 

('93 )' 

93~ FOr the wri ter' s support of a forceful polioYl, see Ibid .. , p .. Ill9:.' 
FOr his rationale for these aggressive suggestions, see l1lid .. , pp .. I20 .... 
I2I ,pp,.,~7-JI2ru.' 
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Encoura~d by the forcefulnEl,ss of his new approaafil,,(94)i this writer ' 

did' not mentionJ Bbnham1's deolaration of non-intervention,nor ji1d.ging: 

from the tone of his aocount, could there be any doubts abou~ the 

~airness of an aggressiv.e polioy~ 

!n fao~, he emphasized that Chinese offioials in Shanghai had 

p-v.en in to m-itish requeri"s in l!848~ after Alocrok,on his own iimitiative, 

sent a British v.essel to Nan1dng.'The presemre of the British navyr im 

interio~ waters' oauseœ Chinese offioials in Shanghar to immediately 

oo~ëste tG:' k'lcook"s demands-.' Dy Jul.W JI853, then, this writer in tlie 

Edinburgh Review advocated a type of local aggore:ssiom to seoure. 

oonsular demandls whioh was utilized in I856,; at'; CTantom by'r sm- Jfobm 

Bbwri'ng with disastrous results;"(95) 

N journalist in Blaokwood "s Magazine disoounted J!inperialist 

rumours' in 1853 of poli tioal chaos am'ong Tàiping kings." 1re remfnded 

his readers that Chinese offioials were well-known for deoe~à~ TIm. 

support of CJà.llery and YiTan "s findings, he reminded his readers that 

British support of the Imperialists would be oonstrued by; tli:e Chinese 

as' a weakening of the Britislil position:e'(96») ':nhere was no meniliiom of' 

the other alternative: an offer of British aid to the ':nà.i1>in.gs~· 

In Septem1:ier 1853,the writer in Gham1lers"s ,Iburna.l was disappoimted 

with Anglo-(fuinese press reports of the insurrection.'lUie British Ghizœ.-

ooast press was partial to, and v.ery ±JJlL-informed of' insurgenrl; 

94~ For his oonfidenae in the advoaaoy of British privileges and 
olaims, Bee: ~ .. ,Vol. 98,loc.oit.,pp·..I05-I06,p;I]4.' 

95;' ~.',pp:.JI2r-123,p.I27" 

96. M .. ,Wol. 74,1.oo.oit.,p.2I5,p~2]tl. 
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sympathies concerning British civilians. The journalis1t believ:ed that 

the insurgents '-Tere actively." opposed: to visits of foreign. missionaries.. 

3. F.ù.rther Opinions of British J".ournalists I8S4=I856) 

Ae'. The :sri tish Quarterly R.eview 

(970 

:rrn 1855"the Fi'enclil a<rooun1t by Ab'!D6 Iruc: of tlie <lli1inese: int:eri o![',. 

i~s peopDe,its socia~ and pŒiitica~ institutions appeared: in Britai~, 

JrnJ AprilJ J!:85~",· a re'V7.Î.ew o-f' the work,The Chinese Empire, O;W a l'Tri ter im 

the Bri~ish Quarterly Review admitted that once the Chinese authorities 

allol'Ted travell privilleges to c-ertain forei'gn.ers, such foreigners l-rould 

be favourably treateœ by rmperialis~ authorities in the interior./ 

Mbreov:er, the reviewer unœerstood! that the opportuni ty:.:'for favourable 

communiaation,whioh Abb: Huc described!,. resulted from the willingness 

o:f F'renmi,1, missionaries to endure the hard!ships of trave], im. the int'erior. 

Perhaps this journalist remembered: the failure o~ British Protestant 

liome religious organizatians and of their missionaries in China tOl 

trav:ell tOl 'lIhiping-held areas' and distribute SOTiptures.' ~lie j-purnalis1l; 

aDo remarkedl concerning HUc:"s confid'enee in the self.;..sufficiency of' 

the Chinese econom;yyr;:«98)' 

In- JfuJJy I855, an articme enti tled "'lllie Insurgent Power in China" 

further qualified the China interests of the j'ournal;l A writer iw. the 

Bri tish Quarterly Review l'las crompell1ed: ta· re-assess the j-Purnal1·s 

support.; for Cliinese native insurgenoYT beca.use of disturbing reportf.s 

~ing reaeiv:ed! from the China aoas1t .. ' 'lIHe journal remained: ca.utiousJ.1;yy 

CJJ7~. <r.JT':;WcrJJ. 20~Nb. 506 ,loc.cit.',p.:E63,p.I65.: 

9S<;' ~Q.R.,:Wo]) ... 2J!:,Aprill ]855,p.57lI,p.572: 

'-
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opti1nistic: for the insurgents"-survival iIl1 the c"iv,ill war and was 

etiJJ:B eager :for a nationall liberalJ revolutiom. under the 'Dà.iping: 

banner~ The journal still founœ eviœenae of Ohineee œesertion to 

Waiping' ranks.f99 y 

,Bùt the writer was ODmpelled to admit that !N:I.iping armiee had' 

been de:feated: by Imperialist commandere. Moreov:er, tlie eoœ1.al ailass 
1 
and regionall. baokgro'lllltl of the originall- insurgents now oaused!. serious 

ODnaern.{IOO'») More care was t'akem. in Jhly 1855 "By this writ·er tOl 

d:.efend: the "j-ourna.l"s argumenit of Nbv.ember 1853 for 'Dà.iping; V:iœtory 

from cri tiQ."S armed:. wi th inareasing: evideno:e of Taiping: barbarjjsDr.~IOI) 

lrm JJUJJ;y JI855:, tli-e B"ritish Quarter]:y Review abandtmed i.ts confidence 

:iimTai'ping Chrietianity as an outgrowth of British Protestant crhristiam-

tty~' ebmmander Fisbbourne and others reported:. that Taiping:cH±èftains 

engaged in stran~ li:ere sie s·.' (102) 'llhe writer liad to re-stat"e tli:e 

journal'''s opinion comœrning: tlie insurgents" religious charac~r anœ 
;; 

99'.' !,.Q.R.,VOlJ.22,ro"C.cit.:,p~I3lf,p;::r38)~.p~:f40·"p;'I42 for support of Taiping
military surviva:n.; For support of nationa'll. liberal revoL'utiom,see ~, 
p .. n3~~ 
:r.oO·.' ~ •. ,p.rlI2,p.'m.~ 
Imr; The original Taiping: leaders were further north and were unable 
to control~ and discipline the barbari ty of :hndi-w1dùal~'bànds~of.to~iiptJIg: 
sol"'dîers·.' &ee ]bid:..',pp.·n7-]]8~· 'Dà.iping- barbar:UslJll was· net· answered for 
its own sake but was defended· with c:onfid:.enae in the stern liuil; ju:stt 
sev.eri ty of Tè-iping moral!. codes· and mUi tary disoipline~j(p. 1Jr.9) 
PUblic· a1ttention was alea d:ra.Wlt! away frOIJll individual aots of '.Ilaiping: 
barbar:Usm with the re-assertion of the politic:al ineptitude of 

·II!!perialiet offic"iaDs when meeting· the forces ot' relielJlicm. ~e ~ •. , 
p· .. 1J:Jr.3,p.'IJr.5,p.I40,p.I42. Direct evidencewas given of Imperialis1t 
autrocities in late 1853 at Amo;w.1 (p.,II6) 

][02.' Thicr';,pp~I20-123 ,p;'I26 ~ 

,,-, .. ~ 
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the potential for religious revolutiom in China. 

BYr JJuly 1855, the writer indiaa1:.edl that the widest possi'OO.!e 

dissemination of Sbriptures in the Chinese language was stiJl]. desirall'le 

and that Br~tish missionaries shoul~' no~ interfere with ~iping. 

ef'foris to a:onv.ert masses of Chinese to r.caiping· ChristianitYi.: The 

religious fanaticism of the Taipings was justified: wi th a Jrowrirrg-lJike 

,xpedient Œlf allowing-looal oiroumstanaes :Lm <lliina and long: experience 

there to shape the oourse of ev.ents.' .«:c:oordi:n:g· to this journalis1t" 

~iping·aftief'tains liaœ be~.able before this time to promote religiou~ 

and morall disoipline among the iIœurgents~ Hbwev;er,.. Yang; lIBiu-olh"ing, 

a Tàiping ahief'tain in favour at the moment,.. tarnislied 'Dà.iping

Christ iani ty ''li th heret ioal 1ielféf'B~ (r03)\ 

This unpromisinm--:si tuatiGnl. in JTa.ly I855 prompted the wri ter in 

• tlie British Quarterly Review to take an unpreoedented step;EB 

questioned: botli1 the nature of British China polioy; lketween N'ov.ember 

][853' and: Jrul.y :rr855 and the failure of Britism aonsula.r of'fiaialls and 

:sri tish missionary and commeroial organizations to further :British, 

iinterests in CJhina.' :ae understood: that British officials in1terv:ened 

:iJn the oivilL war to guarantee the safety of the foreign oommuni ty or 

to prev.ent indisoriminate slaughter. MOreover, lie raoognized that a 

deolaration of "neutrali ty"was oniLy of paper value and would 1IO;1t 

pr8.'\œnt the interferencœ of the .8ri tish communi ty in China wi thl the. 

J!03."Tm A'priI JI854',Bbwring adopted sui table expedient s to' de fend A1.oook"s 
activi ties.' See Ohapter 'mIo ,pp.-60-6JI:.l FOr disouBsiom. of the j:burnal "s 
fnterests, see Jr.gJR.,Wo~ 22,~0~oit.,pp.]28-JJ3I: Fbr_aoncl~sions 
a:onoerning the leadership of the movemen1t., see ]]!à.. ,p.135,p .. :E3a~ 
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belligerentS"."fII04) 

~ wri ter 'Worried' that Sir oIblin Bbwring was :f'à.vouring t'lie 

!mperialistB in his canton campaigD4' He criticized BOwring~s insistence 

upom the col.llleation of rev.enues' from Hri tish mercliants for powerl~e.ss 

J!inperialis1t officri.als.~ mts acroount strongly implied that the British.' 

Quarter]].y Review woul'd continue t'o anticipat'e ev:entual ~iping: 

viotor;r in the dvill war as long as the Tàipings crouJld honour their 

promises to open up the Chinese market '·'in the imlierior to :sri tish 

merchants.' f!05} 

He trustect that Bri tish public~ opinion, religions' in;t;erest's im 

Hri taim, and the Bti tish e]]eatorate would: impress upom. tlte Gbvernmenil: 

a fuller awareness of why the British communi ty wa.s on tli-e Clliina. croas1t. 
(I06)) 

He urgea:. home religious organization13 and British missionaries im China. 

to aul tiv.ate the friendship of the 'Faipinga·.' Acroording' to tliis wri ter 

iim Jù.ly ][855" conversion of tlia 'TIaiping: insurgents to Brotestamli 

Christianity appeared' a foolliardy gasturet t!l:e TAipings were Easterm 

Christians with their own religious struœtures and' beUefs~"(I01) 

]04.' ~S.R., WOD.22,10c-.ci t!t",p.II1 ,p~]"; 

r05; Ibid:.',pp·;J!4!;"I43. 

I06.1 IHid:.!,p .. I43.-

I07~' Iliid·.,pp ... I]Jr-Jr32,p.-Jr35 .... The motiv:ationt for this about-facre appeared 
to be a continuing anxiety to advise the British Protestant" missiona.r,w 
aommuni ty in China how be s1t to erlenct their li veliliood: in Cliina'-: 'l!li:e 
writ'er advise~ home religious organizations' to aItow more local 
ini.tiativ:e to miS"Sionaries' in t'he fielld and to provide 'ëett'er training: 
to missionary recruits who were being sent out.'{pp.t43-I44) IFe 
expeoted home religious organizations' to o'ën~at to these proposalJs 
and therefore advised! individual churches in Great Britain t:o' fu'ainl 
and outfit missionaries.fp.1r44) 
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Final]y, a reviewer i~the British Quarterly Rev.iew S?ve a 

preliJiiinary sign of the journal "s irri tatiom witlil the faillire 01 

Tàiping insurgents to promote British interest's'.~ Bayard Tayl!or, a 

member of the Ainerioan em'5a.ssy, w.i.si ted' N"anldng and Shanghai, and 

the reviewer of Taylor"s acroount did' not botHer to ametd T"aylorts 

"llow but: just estimate" of Chinese life-.i {roa}, 

Be Fraser "s Magazine 

Tm Deo:ember 1854, in an artiC'le enti tled "Sîs,m, and its 

Dtstinguished Prina:es", a oontributor to l!Iraser"s Magazine expressed 

the . journal"s oontinuing inter.es1t illl_ the Chinese interio::re' 'mie wri ter "s 

chief cona:ern was the commercial revolution to follll.ow unllimi ted' 

foreign access to the Ohinese intarior,whicl::h liad been promised by tli:e 

Taipings~Westemlpolitica.l influence in'the treaty ports was 

consid:ereœ 1Jy this wri ter. to De the cause of sucroessful poli tical 

upheavall im_ 1853 in China.~' 

Wi th a passing referenxre to British eonsular policy im China,. the 

writer in Fraser"s- carefully evaluateajBowringt's' reIations with an east-

em d'espot, Ki~ l.fongkut: of sœm.: Antiaipating: British commercial gains 

upom_ the return of Bowring"s mission to Sia.m~ tHe wri ter was very 

alose to i'hoognizing in Dea:ember 1854 that direct'; Bri tislh in1lterv.emliiom 

"!iirn; crn.i;ne'S!3~ à::r.f.tir8-~"àùllèl Psi'Peil'ua:1i.e lil3r:li,ti'S}h" ïij.:ti.:!J'~ S'tia' in Ohina.· ('I09) 

JI08~' ~Q,R.~,V!oiD.' 23,p~'2565.' 

I09e' F,~.,V!o:V. 50,Ioc.ait,p.695. Westerm cmmplici ty inJ the Taiping 
Rebel'lion l'las overrated.:;" For the journal"s position ooncerning Bt-itish. 
pOlioyr, see: Ibid.,.p.iOO).~ B'owring,: studiously prepared his missiom, withl 
an adv.ana:e d'espatoh of Bt-i tish oommeroial products to the King- of' Sliam. 
'lIhis preparatory skill and BOwring:t's diplomaa;w were we:L'lL rel!arded for 
Mo~t studiqus]y attempted to cultivate British influenoe.' See 
Iliid'.', p .;700 ... · 
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:rrm.A:pril~ :1:855, in an ariticle enti tl'ed: "HUa:"s <nlina"', a aomliributor 

to Fraser"s' Magazine drew at'tentiom ta comdusions comrerning- RUœ"s 

evidenae, simi]ar ta tliose which in the same montlil!mpressed the 

Bri tish Quarter].y Revie17.' «r.no'l 

There was frustration with a state of affairs in whiclh ]Trenafu 

missionaries in China again gathereœ a body'of reliable information 

whiah was unavailabl'e to :British observ:ers'.' 'l'his frustration perhaps 

l1ecf the wri ter to aband'on' much of the journal' s cautious support for 

the insurgemlis" expressed in N"ovelD'ber 1853 and' Dèaember 1854~~ 

The wri ter returned: to former we]l-tr:iied: impressions of t1te 

deaeptioD:> and oorruption of the Chinese.~ (Ill) With knowlJed~ of 

Hli1œ"s puhliaaticmy this l.;J'i'ter gave up the journal "s earlier qualified 

support for religious revolution im China.' He dÈlnied that the l]à.ipings 

could overthrow,the Emperor at this stage of Chinese social and' 

political developmen~.- Allthough the Imperialis~ polîtical1 structure was 

inefficient, the Chinese populaoe were a peaaefu], race and were 

commerciallJy oriented~' llUiis wri ter sti1J.:, wanted :Bri tain to tap the 

vast resources and markets of the Chinese ïnterior.-(II2) 

110,.~ Jresuit missionaries attencl.edl their missionary labours and travells 
in the interior of Chfna wi th zealous' ferv.our and were rewardeàl. wi th 
communioation with the Chinese popu1aoe and with Imperialis1t cr.f.ficciaJls. 
~e:~ y.,:vrol. 5Jr,Apri1. 1855, "Hilœ"s Chinanl,p~409,',p.4I2,.p.42I~1 'llhe 
writer suspected; that Xegitimate foreign aeeess to the (ffiines~ interior 
would provoke a surprising degree of respect from,Chinese officiaIs for 
Uestel'ltl trav:ellJers." 3:'ee 11lid'-,p.4IO,pp;4I2-4I3"p.'42I.i 

In. Ibid';,p.4Ilr,p.l1.13.'The lack of innovativ:e talen~ to improv:e earlier 
technol,ogical!. innovations of their Chinese ancestors was emphasized.' 

1I2~' For denial that China was experiencin~religious revolution,see 
JI1jid.-,p~' 4:II~'i For denial that China was experiencing- poli ticall revolu.tiom, 
see Ibid'.',PP.4J:5-4I6.'Perhaps to restore FOreigrr Office inrt7ereri, the 
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In April ]855, this journplist was on the point of realizin~ 

that to further Britisfuaivilian interestB in the interior,. Britisfu 

civilians and; officiaIs should travel to iniJ.!and <rentres of the coUllll:;ry, 

and' begin to improv.e Ghinese lire ire. areas im. which they/ se.ttlled~' 

lm N'ov.ember 1856,,in another article in' Fraser l1s entitled 

"Cbmm:u.nications witlh the Far East1r,,. a journalisit contimled! to pre.ss 

for _üm!tzspQnscirsli!i:p;:~,:'O'Ô1miDapcmain.\!timPr.ov.eméhJ:b s"Ifm. :ilie ~r Eas1t.' 

<Œppurtilftities for oommercial intercourse were Siill. unrealized,' ami. ~ 

expre ssec1 di sappointment wi th the smalll beginmings of the B!t'i ti shI 

CHinese trade.'i He attempted: to creata· interesit in Britisfu sponsorslilip 

of' thei'r prod'u.ots in the Chinese interior by cnting a cOnIDacrture of' 

Mr.' AmlersCJm, <niairmam of the East :ITndia COmpany: 

"am the by no me ans improbable case of the people of Indfa. and China
about five hun&t-ed, millions- beaoming purcha.sers of British manufaO-ture" 
each man to the extent of one shil!ling: per Y!3ar, à-nci lie câ:i.cmJla:tms 
that ev.en this seemingly insignifioa~ amo~would produce an annuall 
incre.a.se of twenty-fiv.e millions of poUllds lin our exporls-."{II3): 

'«'.en'he Edinburgh Review 18S4=:Jra56 

T.he Ed"inburgh Raview p'\.\olishedC two arlicl'es in I855 dealing' witlh 

British trea"Üi1f-port'". communities and the 'là.iping Rebelllion~' 

The first" written by Henry RogeDB,. appeared! in April!. 18:57 and 

was entitled' rr!li"1Ib.<T-"s' m-avels in China.rrl~ The author comphined 

ëitterly of the l'ack of relia.ble British acnoumts of iniland' <mina. 

ne showed lili!s read'ers- whyr British and' foreign. eduaated trav.e]J].ers 

writer in liTaser"s- drew' attentiom to commercial opportunities in sev.era]. 
key townB ore the Yangtze Riv.er. These were Iater ci ted by 1Elg:fum, Bl'UCe, 
a.nd lf'ope after the second treaty settI'ement as sui table for consuJ:ar 
establishments~ S'ee E,!!:..,V:oll. 5lr,1'o:c.c:tt. ,p.418.-· 

]]:) .. : J!bid:~\tWoll.· 54, Nbv.ember Jl856?"rrCbmmunioations with the Far East!', 
ppi.'574-575.' 

.>.-
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should have the right to trav;e-l, in the Ohinese interior: 

"'lIhe Chinese character' and manners cannot: but be modified,at any of 
the fiv.e portis, by contact with foreigners.' One mus~ gal into the 
int"erior to see Chine15e manners in fullll b:I1oom; - iJm unadul terated 
puri ty,.-lI C 1I4) ,. 

He emphasized! Huœ"s' impressiom, of his treatment in the Imperial capital:: 

"Theyr entered' Pekin JJike beggars, stayee! ill1 it like prisoners, and: 
were driven from it like thieves."(IJ!:5") 

The journa.list adini tted that lega.l passage acn-oss CHina allowed; 

a French cieriœ to publish another informative account of Cliinese 

lJ±fe, 

"a. pioture of Ohine1lll' everyday lJife, a d'escription,perhaps more 
accurate than any other that has yet appeared, of \olhat this strange 
nation is a.t home,. - that is in the heart Olf' the empire.'I'(':EI6i)': 

lIforeover.-, lie was disgUste:d. byr the failure of the Bri tislil missionary:' 

oommunit;rr in: China. to fu1JfilJ. a religious responsibi1.1it;w of' comrerting; 

the masses an~ of providin~authentic'aeco~s' of' the interior: 

"One would' imagine that the happiest thing: that crould befaU. a 
missionary in China would be to come undar the suspicions of' tlie 
Ohinese authori ties."11' 

Re found' the Frenoli1 aa:counts of' iniland Ohina more informativ.e than 

oorresponding English aa:counts: 

"Though we have several v.ery; instruoti ve and popular "Jorks om China. 
and the Chinese, - that of 3lr ~ohn Davis, for instance, and the three 
volumes in the Edinourgh cabine1t niorar,r are, both of them, excrelJlelllt 
oompilations' - the v.olumes of M. Hilc: willl oe found not Jless :iinstructive;: 
in some respeo~B, the fruft of greater opportunities of oOservati~ 
more authentic, and assuredly' not inferior in entertainmellt'.""(IrTr) 

IJl4.' E.R.,:vToll. lOin,. Apr:lill 1855,,"M.~ Hi1œ"s 'llra-wels in China."',pe4I8'e' 

D5'': Ibid:.',p.4I8.' 

II:6).' Ibid''::,p'.4I7 ~1 

II.'Tr.l nid'';,p.'11.18,p.439.~ 
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This journa.list· confirmed the opinion; of the Edinburglh Review 

in, J"JUly ]853 9y,:1-lJhiD:wing: wi th referenae to Hilc' thliLt a self"-assured 

refusa.~ to meet Chinese official œemands produced' a marked cHange of 

respect for a foreigner from 10Ga]). Enperialistt officiaIs.! ![uc was' 

able to giv:e British read'erl$ use fuI information because of his 

wiIlingness to su1:çit in a nominall fashion to Chinese etiquet"tie.· 

Ifuer. wore. a yel'lo't'x cap and red' girdJ1e wi th much enjoyment.' The 

j:ourna.list found.' that in Aprill 1855, l'ocal' Imperialis1t of'fiaials 

~ppeared! to yieJJeI: to welllJ ... versed: foreign demands. lUth thi s informatio~ 

tli-e jOurDali's1t ridiauled' the insufficienclies ml!' GliIÏ.n:ese character, 

Chinase institutionall and socman Dife" and Chinase ~tura~ 

œev.eJJopmerrlt.' tn8) ne notiaeeI: that:-

"'among the Chinese the Gliinese we Bee no t' onlly mucfu tlia1l; lis dlef"ecn"VJe, 
oU1li more thatl· is abnormall~l" 

Be f"4mn.d: in ChiDa9 "the erlTemes of' cd:vi.l:ization side 'Byr side "and 

dllsoovered', "the mos1t refined:. oulture :fin aom15ination with, astound:iing' 

ignorance,prejudice, and childisliness": This realization led to' a 

further racial attack upon the Chinese.~ {n9J 

Morea.v.er, lin Aprill 1855,. the writer im the EdiniDurgh, Review drew 

at1t.enticm to Abb' Ifuœ"s e:ef"'ort:s to: disguise his French nationalJityr. 

"'llliey sHav.ed' !DY head" 'l'li th the e~pti<m1 of the spot ait. the· top,on 
wliIi.clh 1 Hav.e now beem lletting.- t'he hair f!:1.'ow tH-ese pas1t tWOl YJearsl tliem 
they put me om a false head of hair" 'l'lhich they arranged im plaits,. and 
1 found .el'f.' in possession of a magnificent'- taill that desoended nearlly7 
to rtry' lmees~'f 

~ E.R.,.Wom. •. IO·][,.lJo'C'.eoi t .. ,p.4][8,pe439).~ 

n9).1 IIii'd.;,.pe422 : 

>-
. ···'········'·1 
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'Dl:i.is jOunœ.liri "as aonvinaed that 1::t vas; bemmtl:il the dignit~ of a 

British oiv.ilian tOl su'timi t tœ a "toil:ette. ~ lla. Gli:i,noisa"': 

,,;~ .... "e must sliow the reacter tlilr disguise lie mus1t su'timi1t te if' b: 
,,,oulld ~ Olihese charaater - at üs ea_,. we vere going to BaJ!
'tiut' at lea'at :tif' lie "ould' penetrate tHe reaesses of Chine se jealouSJ! 
to advantage.:n (I201) 

Jrm iits atiitude,thellf llN' ~ril1 l!855,. 1#lte Eclin1iu.rglh Review seemed 

a.l so cm the ve~ ~ suggesting a pctJJio~ o~ aggressioDl,in1 cmtna 10> 
1 

turther British interest8"~ spealdng' of Chinese pol!iticalJ lite, the 

, 

jOUl'JlB,list re.vealecl," the pruenCDe' cdt",alllL those oharaO-'teristics whioln 

mtàllJibl17 mark an empire:- in tlle last stap: Olf d'e.orepitùde and!. deœ;iu 

and tOOl surely pro&l1osticate :lits approacdtll.ng cMissolutiOJd'~ • impllie.d 

tBat cmtnese milJita1'Jï ruistanae tOl am agcNssiv.e British pOliq woulm 

be. minimall! 1Ii!t vas amusedl. by the timidity ot a group oC Otiinese: solldierst 

"'saI this partia.fil1ar ahineae: som"fer] Jl1lects an authentioatiom llN' pJ.aoa~ 
betore the looker-om. would suspeot anytliing martial mn hi s' composi tio .... " 

(121) 

'mie wri ter therefore heral'ded pctlli tioaIl. ctissensioDl, im the int'e-rior 

as an expressiolt! of the aa1lapse of «hiD.ese sooiall.,lite. .. a DDti.ced 

1that' A'b~ Bila: Jiad' oontenc:fe.tl that Britisl:il Ddiasi'oDa17 ao:tiftty among: tlle 

Ghinese diid not prodUoe ahiDese feelings of poli tioall. dissent;: lIJl.œ 

~edit_~·. Roman O&thollio: drorts tell distribute. the SCript ..... in the 

in1l:ertGr "i th inoi ting' poU tioal', ohange.sl 

"'llhese: books are di:tf'wsecl in great rmmbers throughout aDl1 'the provinces, 
[.';~il i t is more: probable that 1:Be Chinee imI:ov.atoris lia_ d!raWltl t1te 
id._ in queatiom f'rom theH sources than ~Dr1 the Bl"Mles prwle.ntlq{ 

-depo:si1ie4 by 1ithe Jrethodists on the seaslioreJt. 

_ I2~ ~,.'VToll. IOX~J:oo,oit.;,~ 42,-~ :mGr simillar oomment8.l7J,. see: tJie 
o:llaerv.ations of 1J1'..'F. l[eadovs,p~'5Ql~ 

][2I~ .Dü.~f!1)e422,.p~37-438: 

1 
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~e vriter in tHe EdiDbursh Review studiously oorreoted Bh~~a 

etf'oris to 

"'ctepreüate the probabl'e intlluenoe of Protestant missions fn dfffusing 
the tdns- vhiah aontributed' to produa i1t."«I22) 

ltt seen that Aoecll vi th another series of Prenoh aClCOunta, British 

support!; cd British, Protestant Basionary; emieavours om the cnH.na 

ooast liad.; to llB reiuf'orcect.' 'Ehe wri ter' telit that beoause," tlie wliolle 

SCJCdial am1' poilliticml editice may,1)e sai'di to depend'e om it', [a reverence 

for bookaJhe ooul'd not liel'p! 

"\romier that the: mare ditfusiQDl. of SOripturea should!. dO ÎDOl"&' in Ohiua 
thaD;1 &.D1Whe.re elae ev.en vhen unentoroad 'tia' the liVJ1ng v.oice ot the 
miasi0Dar7 .. "1 

"Hrotestant miasionariea have sealously availJed themselv.es of ~17 
opportunity of aoming in1to oonilacd with the Ohineae mindl" and 
oomnantll7 sough:tt to adèt oran instruotio~ to- tHe siJ.1en1t. teaohiDg ot 
tJie Sbriptures anct: other relig;l.ous liooka .. "''{I23) 

m"m tioal dissent in OhiDa, in aD1' tOl'lll) vas a weloome ohange- et 

eventa tor the wri terl 

"Revolution lias ocourred anct the ultimate auguriles are aasurecll1;y bri&ft:!lt" 
wllbr tts immediate oourse llB prosperous or adverse, vliBttisr i1; ]Je_ 
to tHe quilet establishment",. at a aompa.r1itivelly earl'7" perioa,. of a new 
a.ndl reno ... ted empire,- Ù1J whioh Christian aml European id8&8 slialilL 'tiB 
pr.edominant" or wll9ther &ILl epoolh of pali tioan aDarcdQ; ami: religious 
faDatiaiBllll 'De de at ine d' tiret to iDlterv.eue: One tlt1l.ng: is tolerabll7' 
certiaiDI We e:miUB~ and j:;alously- 'ba.rredL qst8DIJ of' tHe a.JICied 
empire- is efteotl1alllT brolten UP.~ «bina ts at leD&',lQh opem" in tb lIID1I1t 
eftEtotual aense ot the word!J; Wo 1'1; the alamenta' d' llight~w.Disation" 
a.JIIl Ohri st ianit y w11ll!. oontinue to 1n.ow ..... ,(124). 

ks the aClCOunt m- A:prill 1855 ot' the Ed1Diburé Rè'W,81f supporiecl 

the prinoiplJe of' polli tioal revoluti(JJll im China" am, arti~ was ino1'Wb1d 

122;: Bi,R~,,1T~ IOJ;,llo:c&oit~',p'~3~ 
_ 123;! .D!4.~~p~~~ 

"1 . ~'7j 124. ]!bild •. , 

-----. "'-

1 



·:l' ,. 

-tt7-

in O'otober :n855,written __ W:..<r .. Millne, entitled "li'èllli:tioall. D1Stur~banc8S 

iim. ehiDa". 'mlis artiole showed' the ertent ot the journalL"s suppori; f. 

exisi ting insurgent movements in Ohi.;" 'Dhe wri ter oonolwled tliat tHe 

journal"s interestt :tin cœinese fDsurgent mouments' was separat"e froDlJ 

the support ot the EdinburgJ:h Review for another t;ype of pomi tioaD. 

ravolutian ~ Ohiluu pŒil3itioall. improv.ememt sponsored: b;w ~ea1t :&ritai': 

DB ctid: not çppori the 'Eriad andt slDam SWordJ i'nBUrrectioms :lim ~~o. 

Slbmgbai ami A'mo7;:' 'l!hes8 insurreotions prcncedi to the writer that if' tJte 

Ohinese liv.edJ close enouglb to British OODID11II'4.ties,. Chinese oitizeu 

would seek poiLi ti08l' improaments troJD1 ImperialJ oft'ioialls who ruled: 

ChiDese aolllD'W1ities~ .A:ocordiug to tHe writer, the dissatistaGtion 

o~ the British oommunit7 on the ooast vith these aame lmperialis1t 

ottioialls vas plaiJd.y expreased in ra53 througl:h 100alL out1ireaklt ot· 

<œinese oi"ri.liana;t lIDtiioe ot the social olliiss and regioDall. lami tatiODl. 

ot the insurgent leaderS' should dissuade British reaclers tronr, S1JDpa1ltiiz

~ vith such, looalJ. insurreGtiODB;(I25i) 

I2~.,,"'d;! JI02"Oato1ian' I855,lootoit~p .. 347~ se.· tHe tolll:owiDg: 

"'1t willll. not escape obser'latiom that WO ot the se: seats ot insurreGtiom 
a1!e poris openedl 'b7 the 'l!reatJT ot lf8.nldltl to torèiBll in1teroours.'.1" 

Reports ar- the social and regional limitation ot insurgent 'Bands vere 
usec1!. to discoumtt the Shangliai insurgent,. the mmtolli insurgeDts,and 8V!eJll. 

to disore~ t the ri~d lI~ralL reatriçtio1'!s imposed upon 'Daipiug; femalle 
supporters.;'f SBe Did~,pp.~ 347-34~pe'!356i.'1I 

'l!he EdiDburgh RèView revealed what int!lllJeatual abilii ties the~urDa:t 
expeoted to tini iD a Ohinese otf'icialL.~e wri ter showecld.this :ün a manner 
similar tBat rd Thomas W&c!!e of the Britislil CJOnaular aerw.Lna 

"']'n, China a revollt to secure populari t7 must' hav.e the indiepeJr.Sa1D.e 
requisi te fd soaethiDg like sohol'arship to oODlllland' the reapeott of the 
Idmione! But the defioineoy of the insurgent •. on this' BOore degràcles 
the,,1 im the eyea ot the eduoatect olasses.'"' (P.359)) 

- 8.ee Chapter One for Soartli'l."s oolDl1l8ntar.w aono:el'DiDg W8cle "a' reporiB of 
( the irmursents: 
'-- .. ' 
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~he Shanghai insurgents vere left to their f'ate" and this 

1burnalis1t saw no reason 1ror oomplaint or commental"lY oomaerniDg' in-tier-

1rerem.te in suolh insurreotions om the- ooas\t bJir British oiw.l.lians': 'l!he 

writer equi"lOaated! in a ftl,shion typioall. cd tHe a-itish o1'fioial!. 

oollllllUDi ~ DIt Oliina duriug' that perioc!~ Nëgl1eCl'tiq: lIri tislb invollv.emed 

f'roDrl I853 t01 l!855 in tli:e Sliangliai uprisiur:,. lie spoke of' 
. ~ 

II! the otf'ensive tcme whiolh tliese riotera liad: aasumeci towardla f'oreigm 
f"uthorities' amil the ·sftt8~8iJllBasuraa to: whiolh these authori ti8s liav.e 
f'el t themse~iVes oompallled to resori :Ilm def'enae of' the liollDur ami. 
clip t1' of' their f'œgs~'lt 

W,'itliout ref'er8lmtl' to> British interwantio~ at· ShaDgtiaii" lie attaok.e.d!. a 

11)aal iDiltiat:i"l.8' tlaken by tlie FraDclh admiralL to aupprus tlie upr:i~a 

Aeeording to tlie writeo" :British. oft:ioiall. comlUd frOIlll 1853 m SltangJiai 

was unimpeaohabl!a;! liIl. ~s1t." tlie RiJaacih aCltion wa. 

lia ùpart;ur-. troDrl the system cd' JJDlDein-terantfon;J. wiselly adOptee! by 
nlier. fore:isn Sltia1œa;"'" «I2~: 

~s coDlDi tment during: the "iuter of l!854 tCll 1855: CJf tlie 

Britiàh na...- to assiat the lmperial:is1ts im CJantom was- simUlar1y; 

œmrlOokecJJa 

"J1OrtUDatallT the oontid:enClS of the ai tizena of <J8.JIdiom:lin tlie DnperialL 
poHer ~s beem reatoreci, and. botlh the nat:ift and fore:ign markeb are 
rev.i:'I.&a.l BUt liadi that ai t1' f'"alllen mtŒ> 'tiJie !tauds 01' ruthl!ess 
marauaü:às:"who oam tallll. the SClSJlBtI' 01' cIisorder and _l~ t!tat wouilld 
Bave eniaiiDed on a oapi ta1. t!IO large" rioh" anet. populoUS?"' 

lJb.t 1Ihe casa· of the '&.ip:Lq: rellells requireci a more exliaustiv.e 

treatmeJdt, tban theS8' "maritime diBtur'baDcas"': '.1!lte jOurDalis1t falL1t fta1t. 

the 'DaipiDg re1lels Iiacl! DO ~im) 'tio ~v.araali~ " aM lie CII'On'ec:tlecl 

_ tlle 'umoneoUIt impra:ssiOlll" d ID8.D37l1ritish jpurnalia1œ,,'aa tD) the: 
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o.rigiDal. si te O'f the outbreak".'...rt was rather "tJœ ~8e fnsurrectioŒ~ 

as that proVJiDlllf W&s,."the D111"se1";W cd the uprisiDc-'; 

l!m.tia~,. 'Daipine:; eftoris to seise pcditioal cmûroll. app.ear.ed!. 

promisiDc ta this jOumaDis1t.,.(J27) but a:t'tel'" Odober I855~ tb' 

crodtmlecJl SUGCess of Tàipiq; amies: appearecl unl.ik&lJlr~ ~ thatl; 

date,~ tlie rabella' Jiadl. 

"'goJ1&! to:GJ t~' DD~:~ for the .. nothiDg but a ser.ie.s ot ne.v.er1l88 
awai ted! 1ih~ 'l!heir hi t:tlerto~' v.tOltorious ba.nc:ts nov met wHhl a 
ooûiDuedL series of ~eatrr~~ tJiB:. aame :f!'à'te bef'ell tlie 80utherm 
1 - ) ana; wutJarJI. cl8taohmenb' ... •· (l28 .. 

kccord"i:ag 'ta this jj)1U'DaliB't.,. 'BT :n8.55' the '&iPb81 could' DOl 

longer be trusted tCJl imprus WesterJll, iuterests upom their tonowers;~ 

'mie' 'l!aipiDg8' coulet DDt; ao:oomplish DatioDalL poMti.aall oliaDP, andl theiir 

rttligiaus otiservanoes were shcnm. to 'Be simserely- and cdearlJJ la gJ'Oss 

and blJaaphel8OuB: imposture -~ermore" 'tihe 8lRIthor rneal!ea. tiiat 

the Chine se populacœ wa .. DDt deserting en masses' to tliih 'l!8.ipiDg ranlts: 

"Dalt a mimion ot re-bells 1s no1#; an enormouB 'tiod$ in relation tOJ a 
popUlat:llan numlieriDg abo.vA:r: 300"000J"ooo,, especdial.Jll;y as the17 are said 
t,o oODSis1t of idŒe -mgaboBda" ~ at &rq1 momeDlt for mODeY-f ami breact,. 
plun.c1Br- ~dr booq, to jpiinl &JJt le8aJen" who mq oalOP1'tihem to lits 

- riandardl.1t, 

He suspea.bdJ tha~ British oivilians ooul'OJ, pursu«, their poiiticaall 

intereriB in' <niiDa oul,. ar.ter a periocJJ d 

"'completa disorgan1satiom of the empire 8Zld!. breaking' up ot China iJltœ 
a nmulJer of states' nev.er' to be reufl.tect umter one:esœzere.ipt th_ 
howe""r w:iilll1. 'tie' the work of pars, andt, meantime toreigzr elementa will 
be introduoecf, vll1'ah vin o~,inoreaft- the oomplioation:s allre~ 
tBreate~:n (I29~ , . 

I27r;: y_"wom;! :no2"l1oo.att;1,pp~5O-352~ 
12&4 ~~1,pp~352-353';t 

12';' l!œle·,'PP';:354-3~ 

J 



abntrary to the revie"er of·lIba:.s~ 'Elle Chinese Empire in! the 

Ed:liJdiurglh Rew..ev of April!. Jt855,this "riter argued! aloDg the lines 

ae. tHe aontri'Dutor to 9bambera"s Jbursall in: 3eptelllier I853~1 <ni.ineae: 

soafal!. m~.ml!t,.iin t~1l case, filliaI!. piet;y wouil.~· pr8'V!8D11t 

tlte CDiiDeae' :rro .. jj:>im.ng poiitioal disturbanmes m. iDland: Clill.mu 

'ltJJhe ~d! ra:arenae: of the som fOr his mo."ther· a.Dd the extreme 
~alo11Q' ot a liusbe.nd or fathelt' willll. naur tol1erata the.> tHoUEdit ot 
jj:)1m.ng a seoit on suoh oo~i tiODa~I(I3())); 

1lJhaiiE.vllatill~~:~(!; aould hoDOur -èheir promises to foreigm-. 

ers, this wri ter mentiioned ~s o~ ~ipiug savalB17~ lroJdia,ml"s miesiom 

œr ~prill 1853 1#,0) .Jddn~ vas: dismiasec! vith the O'baervation: 

"'supercd:1liou8D'811S on tli.e part:; ot the rehl lead:ers;:~;~ pllaad 't'he 
Eilg11slh deputatiOllJ in a WJ'r7f diff'icm.1lt positi~'h· 

D1souasiDe' De Bbur'tioulom"lI' mtsafo1n ot Deœem'tier 1853 to Rànk:l;~. tlte 

journalis1t "as markedll;r irri tat:ed. by signs of '!à.1'ping· disre.speœ tœ 

an otfia:l.al ~. mtssiOlr.~ 

'Dlie "riter f'bllJ;y agreed! vith BODham and Jledhurat;"1I' o:ibservation 

in· mict-I853 that 'làipfngc ah1ettains u'Sed'. relip,ous olbJervanCJ8.S ta) 

se.oure the lo;yaltr, of. their adheren1ts~ D compllained!. tha1t We.nerm 

I~" 'VioL 102,;pogioit.:,p;:356;! lm tact,> insurpnt demonnratiou1 

of' mm. raoial prid" agaiust JranahU1 ~iDatiom to l1umilUta tBa; 
lDm raoa. vas abused! b;y '~18lis jouraalist: 'l!he imliatenoe of tlls.' JJanoJiD.s 
that tlie::'lIiml,pe~PJleIt wear the ftueWl'· 
"Cm:iI.)' adClplted!. the rule of almorii allll other- ~sti.e8' im China ait the.ir' 
foUDdatiom - tlie introduœtion ot a sligh,t al teratiom Dl. the attire' Olt 
the mal« populaticm;" 

'mie basiœ revolutiODBr3" nature of the 'là1p1ng: sooiall. program-. iita· 
aallll. to re.liellliom ~gaiuBt p~siaall and: aooial humiliatiom - vas rej:;,~ 
'Br. this' journalist: 

1 
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Prote:stantism should DDt be sulllied by contaat "i th 'Bà.iping: heres:l:es 

and tisClO'11ltteIt the suggestiom CIlf' cabmmander Fishbourne. and ,tlie Britià:lil 

Quarter1t Rev.iew that '!àiping- reli~ous 1"ana:t;iaisml should. ba ilP1ored~·(I3]1:): 

Daspite the religious 1"aœ.tiCII:lSllll 01' '1!8.iping: Cllhief'tai'ns,. tlle> 

jOUl'Dallid arad!i tied: JPrctta:s1iIaD.1It missicmarie-a wi th intluenCJiing the 

~ip1D&s with some progressi~ poIDitiaa1 Heas and a;,;apiri'tin101 

bennoDenoet 

".~~~".1 the origirJatorlS' 01" this' iDsurrecrtiOJlJ. have at one time" probab1l1?" 
during: the years 01' obsourit7f, been partiallJy under the religioull 
teaohingsof' lIore- than one PrŒI#estaDt miasicmar;yr or a1t ]Jeast liave baen 
in possessiom 01' OhristiaJl1 books- t'rom1 whicdi1 they have de-ri'Vi8di. their 
sari'pturall. iDfomation and' borrowed: l1argel$~ (132 'i 

BUt the kay to this aritioal OGto1.ier artioila in; the Edinburgh~ 

Rev.tev 'VaS the write-r"s c1etermiDatiom to separate 'llà.iping f'rolDl Britislh 

e'V&Dgelistie endeavovs: lJ.'ilie ;jj)urna1id remarkecJlt 

tf1~~ is :lit to l'le upa:otedl_ that the protassors td these strange ami 
mixedl ~~s" when elJa'tied' vith B1iooeSB amI' aoDfident ot li:eaverdy 
lioDDurs~.:..illllistem with patienoe to statements liT the miDd.ster 
cnr. Ohr:tiri regardïng; hea.m amll the vay; to liea'Vl8~·.' ~? (133 li 

This wri ter bad!. oD1y on&- 10gica1 solutioltl British ciVJillians, 

the British oozrsuIar ClOllllDUDit7~d! 1nf;erestedl organizatious om the 

~iDa ooast sliouXd f'urilier theiir CIWIt' :tin1terests: :Jin iDlamt ChiD&~' Ba 

wrotet 

"For a revo1utiom to 'Ba effective in Ohi_" - e1"teotiv.e im retormiDg 
ever;r branoh 01' goverDJlleDt and' in ilDproviug- allll. ct1al!lses 01"' people- we _ 
bemev.e it will. have to aallll. lm the aicl and intluenGe 01' the 1"oreigaer.l1 ! 

:E3I;L!:. .. ,.'VioL'l!02,lœ;·ait~,pp, .. 36l-363.4 

I32;-t :~~PP~'365-36'&,p~3':E,p~:373"p~13~' 

I33~. ~4.1j"p~375;' 

l!34~ Ibfd1.""p~37~ 

(134) 
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He pOinteci out renewed British e:rtorts to bring: British HroteS'tiaDlliism, 

to the inland1 Chinese~ He notecl the aorreapoDd:euoe of 'an honouredl 

and laborious missi01llU7",vho~ liad1 d1.soov.eredl 

lia groving:- ctr1spositiom on the pari of the mandarim authorities_ 
tHemsel\v.es to assist our oountr,ymen in their exour.,n.o~ inlaml: ... ·• 
aometimes to the cRs1ianCle of one er wOJ Jiuzlib'ed milles.'.:_ im tlie 
foreign dress, sporting: the English flac and preaGhing' openl\r~~' .. "'(:E35l 

:0;' Blacpood'-s lyasinfl l!854 - l!8p6 

In 1854, m.acDooc1!,"s Edim.barf@ "sine pulilishec:t. WO thoughtfull. 

artic3les' con~rniDg the Taipings,writtem ~ 1Ir. Rem. Hè.t'tier~~ 'llhe 

tiret ,.published'. iim J8.nua%7 1854" was entiitlecE."'lnie Past andJ FUture: cd 

cnuua."~ 'Dhe saaoDdl appearedl in Miq' 1854 im the same vol'WIIS and vas 

entitlledl "'.Db 1I8.tioDa11. M~' of China"~ 

~e first f81f pa~pliil~aft''8i.1tarticl'e8 sflamecl:. to favour tlie 

<niinese insurre"cti~ ID. Januar;y.,tlie author wrote of' 

"a nationaD. movemem oro. :ro~ DI. OhiDa w1ii.cdh is e:J:ci tiug: tHe intereri, 
and', welJll merits- the attentioll1, of the pu'ti1i~ of Europe." 

Be oallllect. i t at onCle a 

"pO'm t1oall. revolution,a etraggl"e of races, and' a revi~1 of religicm.lt' 

lm Ira" :n854, lie repori:ed meanln~fi11 oodaat between memtiers or the 

:&"ri ti eh CIOmmuni ty- andl Ohinese 01 tisens': OlilL!œS8 elllll.gratiom vas 

piaturedl as a dence to ha st en the absorptiom of Western oivilizatiollL 

in <llti.u 

"TheG'CIJ'.t.tJœsa are coming; out into foreiign lands to Meat; ua and va im 
turm are p..asting: oursellv.es om the:lr shora'8 to become better' acqua1ntecl , 
wi tlh them.1I1 ' 
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rt- appeared that as lonc, as tlle Chiness were receptiv.e to British 

civiliB8.tiom under watchfUL British ollserv.ers" this vnter would 

support Chine se movements- adV.oaating,- pcditioal'. and religious cdiïingesa! 

~~i't~ a1lregular. representationtl of :uri tish" Amerioan" Erencdb" ami 
J1~:~:~1.êZ! 

·Ru.ssmn sval!. aqu.acl"rons in lier waters,. 

"OhiDa"the olJdestt and not I1eas1t notablla· of exiisting: empires" :lis 
erc:tœlJll3' re.volutionisd.D&' and reforming herseH' under the e7es 0'1' leadiDg; 
repreaentati~s' of the vorld;"s aiWJ.ization~'" fI3&) . 

Bbwever, oommitment b7 maolaroodi"s: to a Chines8.: poIDitiaaD. ami 

religious mov.ement vas seconctar;y to what the journalist; aoD8i~edl. 

to be the- more- important tau rd: '6rfDging:' :British oiv.ilizatiioœ to the 

GhiDese interior: Sbppmrt for the Tàiping1!l' ooula: ohaDge 'Blackwood:"s 

10llgl-tel'lDl news' ODnosrnD.ug; the Chineee aharacter andl Chineee' social 

and~ political inatitut~ 

The vnter conalud8a in Januar.r 1854 that materials receiv.ed 

from' the China coast; to date vere rather poorllJ' comstructed and! vere· 

not reliable.' PUbliC)) opimLon vas: anzioUB'. for iutormation ~01Dl ahiDa 

but 

"'their am:iety to lmD1t has' beem W!frY' much greater than the aatual 
amolUrlt of Iœowleds.e which has' been plJaaed! within the1r reacJb.~·' 

5peakfng' of' "the ma.Jdng; of boab om OhiDa"" lie ODlIIII1'8nte.d!~ 

"1 t is done in suoh a Darrow spirit; and vith suoh a bolkJJ. ctefianae o~ 
facte·" as' s~~ously to misleadi the 'W1W&r7f anIf. 1fholll!7 dissatist)'r tlie 
re:tlJeotiq:~~.1 the beat infcrraaed' of our journaIs hardly av.ar· tiv.erge:: 
trom the routine ot retailing- news 1fi thout st1lJDblingr: into miataJœs or. 
err.cmeous theories~' 

'mie 1friter f'ound pol~tioal relielliom to lie a recurrent phenomenom im 

]t3~ y.., vro1~' 75,January 1854',~''mle Paat ~ Future ,of" China"',p;:74, 
and Ira,., JJ834,"'Bhe Baticmal!. nife of ChiDa"',pp."593-594.'1 . 
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Ohine.se histGrJ9' rather than ~he Most extraordiua.r,y thing in tlie 

worlld' ";"nrt); 

lJlhe journa.lis1t did not inquir.e: irito the paii tioal or social 

programs of' 'làiping chieftains,zior did~ he disGUSS the f'actora 

ds:'te%llDilling 'D&iping surVi'\lal in the a:l:will war: He pieoect pO'l!.itical 

revolution' se~iD8l7 elTllpting: in mid'-I853 in the int'erior of' 0Jiina 

into:: the patimrn o~ Ohinese a,n&stiœ d'eeline and rest,oratior. 

'I!~s a naturall. oousequencœ of the misery' of' the oountr,r,- band.:a oit robbe.rs 
arise in_the prov4mœs-" whioJb the Imperialist f'oros are una'tire teJ; 
put dOlmè" ~-Q these ro'6ber band'a' at1taim aoiœiBtenqt acma' 
able atiief" puts- himself' at their heacE, a.n4 anaouraged by the t'eeble
nass and: montempt to Whiotil the Obv:e1D1Dent has f'allezr;hcfris t1te 
standard: of' rebellion .'1t 

kaaordiug,to the writer, 

"'lllie present- rebelliion is f'omcnring the same CIOurBe~'':';'; wheiil:ar tlie 
countlT is to emerp f'rolD1 the struggle a stillJl unitedl empire-,or to 
r&Bol'v.e itsell1!' into two great k:inê!:lbms willll. depend, enti~llT upom the' 
amount', ot power' pOISBessect b7 the ahie:e' of' the insurpnta;": 

lIil' waB: skaptioal. of' 'l'àiping pllans t'o di'Wid8:' the Empire imo, 

autonomous comm1DÜ tie.1J,~ each umier' the ru]a of' a '.Uà.ipiug ahieftaiDJ" 

and: stronglly arguetl that 0hina coul'd.l, not be~ ruled! BUœeas~ i:m 

fragment a: 

"'~;:~lie.ther' the empirEr aontinue united!. or no'tt, tlie Chinese ara ISO 
thoroughlJ7 homopneouB' and cnmni sm a raOl'f that t'hey _w1lJl!. ever hoM 
t'ogether in 'BoDIl. of' the strongeat naticmall. sympath:r~"(136); 

~e writer discusse&Chinese oharacter and sccial and politicall 

institutions~' He did not believe that Ohiua w&-s experienoilJg,' pol'itioal!. 

revol:u.tion~ 'mlomas Wade vaS' ci. ted' tG' prove' that the Imperialiri 
• 
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paIDitioal 8,1steEoouDd be tolerant: 

It~ ravoluticm "ould' but tran'Stèl!' the present f'Ol'lD of" go-œrrmreJlll; to> 
other ha.nd:a, aa the Ohinel!le are unaoquainta~ witht the Datura: ami. 
merits cd a~ othe:n- and oomplaim neitJlBl"of' the present mod:e of' gov
ernment D"Or of' the la".,whiclil th~ ara 11Qt natel! to) disnrn: 8DF 
d'ef'eots,. lhlt simply of' the abuse of' 1#lie ... ~ (:09/») 

Mke w'aa.~,., tltis jOurDaliri: d'el!loribBdI. 

III aD:' imluBtrioul!I "6ut ~~~n..miDiled:. rao:e,vhiaH1 stri-v:es sto.ut~ ~ 
maintaim rts existencœ.'.'.'" aild.: whioh f'inda DO' heal"t; tD sacarlf'icœ' 
llif'e f'or gl0l"11,' DO> time to poBtPODe bul!l_sS f'or politics;l ••• like. 
allll. OIriezdalJa; the peop]e aleav.e wi th grea'tii f'ondiœss to their 
patrimoml.al: aore.8·;;" 

lIB: imi'iClBted!. that the Clhinese ware' not dewte.d to the persOlllPétlitJJ of'.' 

their Emperor" ~ 

n'a.ll.though' they have at a·lll. times entartaiDedi. a profouncf rEl'Spe:o:t f'or 
their Sbwre.iPr. that regard1. had ~C81 110 the of'.f'iClB'"not 'titie man,. 
a.ndl is quite: cl!ifterent f'l!oDII that ahivallrous: dBvot:ilom whial pllap so> 
prominent ... pari:. in the. hiato17 cd Europeam Btrugg1es~'·r 

kac:ording to Mi!~: Davi. and! mr.: lliay" the Ohinese .ara· pcr]itioa~ and! 

sooialJlly aftàbIJ&; rather than disoontlantea.ii {140~.~ 

llD JTanua17 ancl2. May' !854, the wri ter ore:ated'. an impressiOlli. tba'tt 

<nitnese liisto17 'VaS oharaotel!fi~ eenturies of' boJ.'dl authori1lariaD 

ru]Jers' in Pèkfng who hadJ. alllo"ed' their sub~cta lilli 1:ed. poilJi tioall. autom

o~ lIB bBlie"Ad! that the reigm cd' the HBiem-f'sDg.: Emperor wae a 

momentar;r d1sruptiom of this traditiom in Oliinese liiatory,. and'. liB 

139'~~ J.l!..,v.ro:n.75,J.00Joit~',p~5a~p.;70~ 

140: ~i,D594-595,p~~9j1;p~L1 SSe p~:6oo; f'or .the :tol1.owiq:: 
o&Jerva:~om of' 1Ir.' l!ia7t(Bbratio, lfe1s0111 ~ or <1'.' '.IIra.4e~ La~) 
(.e 1Ir.! Lay.m que:sttom was not idatif'iecf 1%Y BlLaok!ooct"e.) 

"" Bir> man GaD clay tthe OhinBse the honourable oharaoter' of' beinc ~od 
subjj:lab"r" and agaiD,,"aparf: ft!oll1 busineSS' the iDte-rOC!urB&- o'f' tlla' 
1I&ti'\œlt in OhiDa Sis made up of' li tti6 aota 01!' lioll&P.'ti'" 



. ~ 
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apo-logisetJJ for the poli ti08l cteficienoies of the present Mimohu regime~1 

Be found' that, unf'ortuu.a:tiel;y " the l'6amIhus liad DD1t rev.d. sec!. tl:ie 

pan tioall philosoPlil' of' Imperial rule 1#0 fi 'ft i ts iJmreasiJlg; dependena:e 

upon 1008ll liureaucratio: rulIs and the growiug: d'emancls ot lminese pe1otJ;r 

dmm.oipalitieS';4 :cm Aot, in ~ ll854" the writer desorilJe4 speoifie 

O1iine:sa, lavIS' vhicfumight bmng tlie Clharacte:r of Chiness pŒ1itioalL life 

ctloS81!'1io llha10 d'e:sirecJl bJrWesterm obaerve1!lt;~ 'mie. writer ~el 10 ti1a1t 

the: potential of 1ohes .. la "a J:iad: DOt 'Daen fUll;y appreoiatect~~ 'Dlùlsa: 

]]awa vera t 

", a o1Js&r.' GOuei .. sem.ea 01! enaatments" sav.ouring· tIhroughout of 
pradicall. jud'garenit. and EuropeaDJ goo-cl fI8JJBa'" amlJ if DOit allwap ooDf'ormablll! 
to our lJilie:rall. notions oj!' legiS'latiCJJl7' ilm generall approaohing thellll 
more: nearll1711ham tlie aGItes o"t' mori other DationS'~(lr4:rl 

'mie ~urDalia1t tict not enoourap' in:surgent eft'orts 100 parti1ofpa'tie 

:IiJD. &Dl ezotiange of material8' "ith the Westerm po"ers~1 cmd.Da.s sellf'-

autt10ienurr "ouldJ alva;ys himbtr business dealings "i th Westerm 

merohan1bf~ (142)1 In'.7 a.f ]854" tlie "ri ter g100mil1r reporbat 

"'wittil oomparitiv.el!yr lJi10tlle commerCDa! and! DO manutaotureB tlte empire: lias 
colttinuem tor cœnturieB 10hriviug am1l. unBl:iaken b;yr iD.1oastine commotions 
;l';;'~';' the home oonBUlDers lIav.e maintaineci in oomtori tlie home produo.ers.,lt, 

(143) . 

llbwever." the writer maintainedl. that for the Ohinese" oommer.o.a 

"'Kas a pursuit SO oo~al 100 the national!. spiri'ft that DO) exertionB 
a:oul'cl sumeeecl in putti.ng i t d'mm;'" 

'lIbis obaraoteristio: ma.de Mm wary of Cliinese aommeroial intenticma.It(I44) 

I4~ FO~.e~ple~· of ~neae ll1'8'giODall au1ooDOIDB'; see B~~,Yom. 75,. 
J8!i!~r P~~7T,p."62,.pp.64-65. FOr this JJanohu pGiJJitioal· defiaiBBD3r, 
Bee lI1iid!è4,.p. '6 3-,.pP .. ,O-7~ 

-J '. '. 1142. IM.lE",.P.'5J.i. 
"11 -: ~ 143. Thidl. ,p.595: • 

I44~' ]l.bid'.',·p~'5~ ltt is importlant 100 understand' tlia~: tlie wri ter oppo.sed 
tl:ie reaent e%8rtions aDdl. competitive spirit oi' large soalle oapitaltri 
enterprises :Ln Great; ]!ri tai&'(p~'59,,,1\ 

.... :i.-

l 
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'mle writer"lf hesitations- oonoerning the aonf'use~. oharachr ot' 

Westel'DJ. social oustOID1!l ami' Wes1tern politioall manapmen'ti; amll conosrnin'g 

the laok of a benevoDent impulse t:m W·e-sterm eduCllLtioilalL 1ùJcbmi.qu:es 

mac1.&" lWJrJ Avour Ghinese traditionall. lif'e-~ (I45,}1 Baving: espousecl tlie 

eJOn:tucr.l.an tradition, the, writer ooul61 express 1itt1e sympatby' for 

a Chinese: re1igious revo1utiiom. speakin~ 0:1' 0lmf'b.Œi.a.m.1iterature·,. 
1 

the wri ter suggest:edl 

"these works~.; are re·gardedl b,y; the <niiDBB8' with a11llO'S1t as muetil 
rever81lDEJ ait thètlBlbDe is b,y; Ohristian.t.'.'.' ami; theJY are cmntinualll17 
in the banda of a111. thon who, whilie they wish, to oulti'Vate tHeiir 
iintellleot,desire a1BOJ to possess a knowllSdge rd those grandi moral._ 
tl"111#lia whioh mark the prosperity ami hapP1DBss of lilmIan sOcd.eties-."I ' 

lIative r~igious' cmmmuni ties in China J:iad!. beem to1eratedi tor cœnturËes 

be08Ul!l«' the7 aa=lIlOdàted the "asoetiœ materia1ism-. of tlie Ohbœse: 

raoe' audl beoausa',,· a nation mus1t worslii.p some'tihing"~ (I46» 

Hbwev.er, this oontriliutor to Blaokwoodi·s- :l'e1t free' in Jfa.nuary 

and lIay 1854 to enoourap :&ri tish interasts iDl China~ DB vas uua.ble 

to und'erst~ that the oharaotaristietl of Ohinese. iDlt:ransigeno1l' amil 

the oontirmamœ of Imperial ruIe" wlii.cdb lie hacl tis0l18SecE,. mllighIt numif3't 

:Britislh poilJitical,. reJ:igious'"commeroial"amf liumanitarian emieav.ours 

in inlland ahiDa~Re liad! shown tha1t suoh CJ!iaraG:teristiClS shouœrlprnkrrlt 

the SUODeS"S of 'lJ8.ipi~ pali tioa1 d!illSeusiOJl1 in <œiua~ lIB 'tielieudJ tlia1it 

tHe :British race walfpolitioa~ auœ oultura]~ superior t 

"'D!I.me, the destroyer, lias beeœ1eni.ellllt in bis c1.'ea1ings vith cntIi.Da andi, 
alll thon revo1utiGml' whicmt slie has wi tnessedl are- nothing: to 'tille 
stupendoUB ov.erthrow8' and' regeneratiomt. of' We ki~ms' of the W:es1te: (I4 7f) 

I4,~~ Y.,;VTCIID. 75,lloo'toit~l,pp.64-65.' 

I46~: ~,.p .• 64,p~9.1 
1477: ~,.p~6~ SBe' a1so lt'bicE~',~06 for oommentaryr eoncerning: 
Ghinesa painting: and~ arohitecture.ï 

"-

1 
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He: continued1 the appeal of pre.v.ious "ri ters in Blackwoo.d!."s for 

the opening of the Ohinese interior to Westel'JIl. sctiOllars" ami lie 

,repeated!. that only rith~~rë:tga,:;;:trave'l! privilleges ooul'd! Wes1tel'Ders' 

aorremt miataken fmpressions- of Chinese 1ifel 

"SUpertiaial writera cin China jjl.dge of the wholl.e Dation by wliat they 1 

Bee of the populati1m1 at Oà.nt01t>, .~~ are pro:f'U.se in their charges of 
1ying-,. treacltery" andl. inhumanity.· .. ~'.' the iDadequa~ crt tlts ordiuar,yr 
liata' for judgment of Chinese aharaoter ts at omœ perceift.d ~ the 
fe" travel!l1era who have got giimpses' of the in11erior .... '(I48) 

lJll.1acd:troodJ,'s main'tiainecl that the great tistanc.e:s between the ruler 

and his repre:sentati~ o:ompelllled! the Chinese Emperor (as i.'t': cmmpelied 

the British Foreign Seeretal7 and the SUpreme:- PlleDipoten:tiary im aJiiDal 

t'a abanclbut muoJil responsibi1ity. t:o 10call authoritJ'{;(I49) 

In !TaY'! ~54" the ;tPurna1is1t sa1f the' need for the refOrDrI of the 

OhineS&' poli tical anc)) «<mDomiœ stru~~' ILike tlie Edidurglh R8v.I.'e.1f 

W' ~ 1853" this ;tourna1ist- wa15 impatienit witlh Ghinese 1œohmLoal. 

anet adinini st rat ive' inabiDityr 1m d'evellop maritime: enterpisEJ to mee1t 

~ina "s'eœàDlliœ requirements. «150)\ 

lm January and May! Jr854,like other journalJiS'b, this writer 

near1yr comrlJ.udedJ. that Br:iitish 1ead:oership and) sponsorship of :Briitislh 

int'er8'81ts- ÙIl, iniLandl. China was the onl); a1'feoti'VJ8 solutio. 

n! Ii\ new raJJi~on aml ai'Wi1izatioDJ now stllDIl atï tlts «!oor am1 ldmck. AmI, 
h i t saii8J, va know no aountl7! in the wortc! Where: the: peQplla are' so 
welllJ. fittedl by their native tra:lmlng: to appre.cda:te. tlie.m~ttl 

0mIe agaiJr" t'wci yea.l"s· befora' BOwrbqr; andl. the Ii.~ov inoichmt" a journali st 

indicated his' suppori; for a pol:ioyr ojf. renewall ~ssion im ChinaI 

Jr48~ .M.r1Tom~ 7,.,JJoo.oit';;,p~599;t 

I49~f ~',.p~"1I~ 
150:;j IbidJ.",p;1 596~ 

'!I-
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nI BU.t :fit iB:~' Bea that, whetliBr -peaa:eful.~ or otherwise" the 
enterprise of Eng1a.ncJJ. will most serious1yr infril\~on the seClil!.usiom of' 
OhiDa, and it we are wise:, wa: will!. cfire.CJt:; our advancing' s1ie.ps nDt; %rr 
Bbngr Kozqr, and Càntom into the mountainous' proVJimœ.s ot the sou1ith
eastern caoari.., but by'r Ohusam ancl Shang1iae" up thenaagnitiœenit arbry,r 
olf' the 1'.imgbe: Keang, intœ the poeat valJlle:r,..regicnn ot China" :r.ertille 
liB;yondl measur.'!, .. oontaimln:g: Nankin&,: andJ soma of.' tlie waal thieB'lt e:iities 
:lin tlia- empire.I.:!.;.; Sb:- h~ed! mi1'es :t!rom the 8ea this immense' ri'Rr' 
is: nearllyr a mille in ~id.1#h amll. of' auttia:l.ent:: deptlh to bear jtudts at 
considerable tonnage:'" 

DèspitEr hi s' earlliel!' warn1ngs or preval!ed 'aBOBticr. materia1isml" 

amoDg',' the Ohinese: peoplJe" Britislh Protestant md.ssicmaries were· 

enuo'\l1"apdJ to 'talœ ooura.p' amJl,."our lJll.1:i1.le soa:l.i&ties [toJ recloublla· 

their effbriB": A1.ong: "ith <niriatianit:r would aome 

"the çj;ores 0", Europe&n1 knowl!edp andl win' confèr upom tlielll1 [tlitr cminese 
peopl.Etl inestimable ad.'vantages', ot whlcd:h the:r "ilJl not œ' slow ter. 
ava±ll thelllBe1v.ea-;tt{:l5I} 

FOr Blaokvood"s; in Januar:r I854, &Dy œampaign "hieh mij1i1t carryr 
. , 

Bri t1sh cdVJi1ians and! ofnaialLa' .Jlntol the imferior beaame' am uprigh1t 

and! 'Benev.oll.ent uncfertalciDgl 

""Ebreigm, powera ~ ~t its' gateaLtofa might:r rav.o1utioriil "watmbing 
the progl!ess ot avents" d'eep17 intereated im the issue"ancJl read$,:11 
naae:ssaryr" to take a deafsiv.e par1t im the strugle~'(I5.2) 

lrm Jra:r' I856),· in am artioIle in Blaokwood's'" œ.o'. SW&yllll' ctou1J:tietf. 

whetlbm' the lJlà.ipiDp· wouldJ sum:v:e tlie: o:i:V1ill var;. lIil> wae irritatecl b;w 

the 81oWJœss' of.' China "s rev.o1uticmar:r cba.np> bltt wrotal 

"'one thing.: 1is certam, that the torm ot ~rnment;Iat tBe eD4. o~ th 
a:l.VJill warJ. w~liJl sti.llll. be imperial., as it lias beam ev.er simre' the. creatiom 

J of tHe worldJ'((I53») 

" "-
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FOr BlI.'aolarcmd!."s,. tra.T 1856 was -olmiously not the moment f'or pG'llitioal!. 

rev.ol!utlcm iJn end .• : 

Ri Çhambol!l"s' Ed1nb1milh Jburpal ]854=1856) 

In I853,mmmbers"s~ Jiourual!. hadl been most critioali. ooDCerniug'ID:l.iping; 

cha.nas of' surriv.a:n: Hbwewr, the SBptem'tier article. im I853 liad1. not 

re.wal1ect the erlent" of' the jj)urnal "s a.mciety f'or the t"ur'tiherance 

rd' Br1 tlsh interes1ts' in the Chineae 1interior;: 

:U-m an articde of' I83 llarati."J854, entitiecl "'1IIr.itativ.e' Powera 0'- tlie' 

tœineae", a writer in Çhamberl!l'''s~ JOurnal obseracJl that ft British 

raeratian1ta· oouldl show the Ch1nese the obvJious ad:vantages af lffesterm 

teohDiquea, tlie Ohineae woulcl be more Dr*are.Btecl iDl British goodat 

"lfo peopiDe· ar~ _~!'9 readl' to learn it it la likel~ to be at'hmlBcl 
wlth alfiiardiaP':~:';.'" they llike puttiDg; am EDallah'! D8Ule' om the1!r 
o:ommoti tle8 andl' are as f'rea wi th the word!. pa'tien1t as &DF manufaClllturers 
in: ~~·(I.54') 

lrm an article;, of' 5 Mayr"I855:" entitled "Œuriosities of" 0lili.Da"'" 

a journalis1t aommentecl on RUe"s' 'mie Chines& EiDpire-;' mm:'e anounit 

made liimi:(~ f'or an:w in:formatiom that' vas "~ous or authell'tiic:"" 

partfeul.arllyr aB' f'orm-er a-ccounts' o'B' 

,~'; tHat oountry, its oustOIlB', a.nclJ, most emraordli.na.ry;r aharaoteristios 
{vere: 'tiu1tJ WJr'7 imperf'eotly known to Europeans' [a.ndl indeed] a. greatt 
{eall og wbat has' hltherto: p~ssedl t'or knowlecJ&e ca.n now be showm to 
be a f'lagant Ddsoono.eption.1f1 

The wri ter was' not sâ"iatfect liyt. "tiRe va~e pur'til'irul glimpsEfs of th8JIII 

[the Chinese peopli( obtai'nedl f'romJ the wharvea and outakirts of' 

ca.ntom' ;~(I55)) 

154~' S."WoL _.2I,. lib. II,,,lB Ifarctil,I854,,"'imit'ati'V-e' Povera ot tlie 
_ Ch1nese"'~6." 

I55.;! JlbicJ:~!,.vroL: 23,lI'o.: 70,5 JI'ay,I855,,"Cfuriositiea of' China"',p~2a3;' 



-131-

<!ihambers"s Jburnal wante~ f'oreign scholars to have acroess to :,}~.;)j.

r8'liabIe acroounts of' Chine se soaial instituti:omr in the in*erior~' A 

d'esire f'or 1#his type of intormatiom vas o1:htr.lous in an artioile of 1 

3:eptem'tier,·I855, ent!itled' ":A: <Drl.JlBl!le G8.rdem of' the Elev.entb. C8nturr,"; 

'mie author mentioneaJ. the 

n'social imustratiOD8: and allusions' vith:, whicfu the mofltj ancd.errlt of' 
C'J.1assiaall. 'tiooks' o-r the Cliinese abo~~~'~'~' [these vere shown tO) baJ 
as apposi ~&' and' &8' signi.fiGall"lt to-da.3'r as' when tlie7' vere f'irs1t wri t:tie.,tt. 

'l'Jie 1I1"i Ver azpe.Gted) to vai t 0DiDy' 'a f'e.w' more 7ears f'or some.thing 

<leoisiiv.a· ~(I56») 

lJ'rdiike most B1d tish jj)U1'II&'list:s ai te4 im the pemod 1854 1W I856), 

tbi,J au1#hor accepted·. the auth~tio:l __ of' .A:bb{ Hu"s accoun1t o~ the 

<nt4.nese: interiort 

"We: mea1t. vitH: nothing:' 1#0:'. raise a lfouH of tlieir substantfall. 'tru~'"' 

Eike otlier British jourrœ.lists,. lie .as 1mpre.sse.c! that l!he"lf rigllt: to: 

travel through China l'ecE loca~. Imperial of'ficials tel) trea1t lD1c vith 

respeo1t.~(I57) 

Jrn the ariicü1e of 9:; Eebraar;y', 1856), entitlJec! "'mte aliinese 

adinittinc; as iloJD&DT :Bri.tish ooun1JBrparia.,{ exc:ept: We Britis!h QparteDll.w 

lfey.iewl tliat a forihright, insistencœ upC!mllJritish pri"liD.eps would1. vin 

Ghineee o:frfioial approvall~ore. the ahinese of'fioial inquas1t :iln I85:1 

l'nto a nativ..e"a cteath" a Chineee 'di&putatiom arrived.1. and1~b!_n to prepare 

:tor the inqueri at the missiom hospitall of' Dr.' Lookliart in sJtan:gha.t~ 

15~1 .9Jr:!.,. Wom.. 24" .lfo~' 87,1 5eptemtier,,1855,"A abineee ClardeUl of' the 
ElJnenth OSntur;y!",p.;I42.1 

, 

157f;~ l!'tiicJ!.'1,Wom..23,l'OU',oit.:,p~·283;1 

, .. l-
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'l3his de.putation did not s8Bdl official notification of its ini1eJ11tii.onl 

to Loakhart.i 'mie write-r in- Çham1iers"s J'burnal reporteœ that Loakharft 

msistetl. upon iDlmuni~ f'rom this unvarranted intsri8renu:a:: 

"!fr.' no:ckliart CJOo~ and:. reso1utellyr ordered: theDII to dniiltt f'rODll these 
praparation1t, as lie aould admiit no ind"ivd.clua1, of what~r raDk, 
within liis premiaes without the usua1 forms of etiquetb."'-

~e wri 'ter proud1y' narrated: 

"-[l'lhel'll_ the aarct] was- forthwith hand'ect iDl.' ••• : the magistrate w&s 
rec:eivecl vith due couriesy;"'{1.583) 

MOreowr :lm. Ma,. ]855, aner 8lI!BIIIiiJIllng llUc:"s âcrooun-tt,. the author of 

"mu-:iio:si ties- of ahina"' was suspicioUB of aDF religious movement :iim 

cnd.Da~ 'mie <niinese' peopl1e wera pIla~ '1ia:t:erialJiatü" and were 

tot'al1Jly ind1i'f'erent to alm religious oonside-rationa~(I59.~ 

Simi1arlJy :e'roDII 1854 1to 1856". Chambers' s JTourna1_ did not suppori 

a Chinese movement to aooomplish po1'i tioal ahanga~i Like Blackwooct's 

iIr Jlmuary 1854, in August l!855 a wri ter in <niam'tiBrs "s Jrournall stated 

that native insurgenoT in China vas not a nov.e1 oocurrence. 'mis: 

Chinese people had not ji1st clisoovered polli tioal rev.olutioru as a 

means to social andpali tioal ahange. In faot, in the elev.ent2h eentur,y 

A.D., '.) 

"great a.nd knotty questions of politioa1 and social economy which,are 
now in agitation in the West, filled a11 speculati1œ mind's in ahin.a 
and split into parties al1 olasses ot sooiety •••• those peop1e~ho, 
in ordinary oinrumstanoes, seem qui te indifferent to the prooeedings 
of their government,.an that oooasion tlung: themselSes passionatelœ" 
into the d~soussionlof systems whioh aimed at immense sooia1 
ravoiLutiom.,'", 

15~ e..J."vo~. 25~ 91 1i'8bl!1Ja17!"18565,, "'l!H.e Chine se- Gbvernment Bbmane and 
Inhuman&'" fi p .. 95 e: . 
I59i~ IM.~I,;'1oiJ4; 23r.ll.oc-.. oit .. ,pp~83-284~ 

'-
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M"oreover, llike B!Vaokwooct's' in l!854, 'tibis authar ~s1ted that one' 

sllouJ.1d' f'orget presenit :fnetficie~ in the M'anahw ra-gime and empllasized 

the gl'orious liistorioal.. Wad:lition ot Imperiall. rule in ChiDa~'(I60:) 

lm an artiC':VS in Fe:bruaryr 1856" a om11I;ributor tG> Cftiamliars's 

,.Jourp.l!. reatfirmecl Ms admiration t'or the' l'mperiall. pC'lli ticall. systellll' 

"'t1te impress:liom that 'tiJia' original plJan ancl aiJDl was to ClO~itut& the 
mperial au:lt.o:crat; a nursing latlie" wlio' shoulldi. watch o"..r the int.eras1B 
at his- suD3-eots and' pronde tor their wel!f'.are>.,.fmprcmemen1t.,. and!. advanee-

-"" "', meu .... 

In his op±n1cm,. tJie lepll. institutions undSr the pre-sent ehinase 

Empe~ fttDDtiane~ effioientv.r~{I6Z) 

Bk d'rew attention avay f'r0JB'l tHe arueltiell assooia1œd vith Imperialis1t 

rulJe 'DT' epignmitiea]l!y,' asserting tha:ti 

"'praoticœ and prof"essiom are ditterent tliillgB' anct otten' dCJl DOJti; ta~Î't. 
. (1&2) 

IIJ1bllmFllfDg lIbapitalls' mn Gbilja"'" ap:lim presentied n:idence i!Il eomtrari 

tIa> reporbcl Imper:ialist; aob ot· oruell.ty iD tlie olvn walt;' Bls proot 

art tlle 1lenewll.enoe of' !lanohu e;o\œrnment vas the operatiom of' tou.m111iiDg 

lI'roIIIl 1854 t'a> 1856" CHambers'rs Jburna.J!. was another Britislb adwca1l:e. 

et' the appJ!icatiODl of pressure UpODl the Eaparialis1t (lbv.ermnenit 'tio seoure 

British CJiiDa iDi#er8st'B'~ Inl .A:ugus1t 1855-,a wri ter retUl'DBd! to· a pos:ti:tiom 

160~1 !':d.~V~ 24l,. ~I 84,n Augus1t.,.I$T,· "mtinese SDefalisml",.p.93.! 

IQ~ 1'514;, ViCJlL 2s;,lJ0C!3 ci t ;i, p;95;' 

I62;1 Ibict.,Wc:U;' 2". 9llPebruary,I856),llomœt.',?p.941~4 
~;~. l!b@;,VTO'L' 2Gi, 2 August, 1856~~ I35, ''l'oumning: Bb.çi t'ab in CMDa", 
P.'7œ.' 'l!Bs wri t'er 1I&S evld.'entl;r itakhqr ad-.ntap ot the generall. publlic 
disored1~ ct tormer British aoaounts of abinese cruell.~~ 

,-
1 
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the journal took iUJ .JTuly 1853~< 'mi1i.s art'iG'De. of' n ~~I8D5'r . 

edi tl'-eci "ClbtDafsml aft DbIllS"', expressad. impatience· wi th Impe-rialts1t 

poiJli'tiioall. ineff'ic±en~ ~ la1i&l.!lli.ng: tlie? aroliaic riate of' EiIglljis}b 

diivoroa:. laws,. ·C!:tilDa-lib"~!~, writer of' the articIDe liaS coJœ8rned 

aliDut &Dl ~slh re1'usall to adOpt S':(IX)~Blh legall. oba-rva.uaast 

"vith a-l!ll. this' staring us im the ~oe:" are va:· DOt enti1œecl t. ragardl 
EDg3.JaDll as a ldiml o~ GhiDa,. wliioJi1 Bhub i tse-llf" up 1'ronIl ali1l. 1ienef'i:tt f'r.olDJ 
ttie examplle ot other oountriea? III' iit:, DOt im a mamœr vorse: tltialll 
CJiiua, iD aB' ~ as' i 1t. ignored DOt the ~clVantageous: u .. s ~ outside· 
barbaria!ltt,. 1iu1t ot its' OWD ]dth aDd! kfmt."(I64') 

'mie artiCl'lle in i'è brua17' I856 apim ref'llea:tielf' a ciesire torr BritisJi1 

~icialJ. preBSUre iÏJ1l China ~ Blio1iiDfr iD:tœreri; :tin a!J3'{!'JDO"lemeDJt; vMcdh 

mil!* re-atiape' Chinese lepl struClfb1rua 

"rt tlie admiDistrators Olt' P8Dall. lav 8III'OJI8: the ChiD.es~ their local. 
jj1dps' e-speoiallll7!- ve. undar tlie salut8Z7 influence of preoauti.cma.ryr 
measures to) pr8'Vl8nt aolllusion,mallv.ersaticm,. and' haste,. :lit àglht be: 
DIJ) axtra~ ~ axpaot Wat Cltiua sijoulJl'. be:come tlie: bllri governacl 
aoUDtr.w out otr the pale: of CJhristemf~ft(I65) 
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'1Jr. lIritish C'iWi1ian Account:s SUpportilDg' the Insurgenta 

. 1853::I856i 

I~ ZntroclUct:iiClD1 

Ertracts :r.rcnœ British ciw.lian or of'f'icd.al writinge ocmcerning: tJle 

cniinese peop:Ie were usehll to Bri"tish jOurDalis1ls;tno) ~ata mA 

CJ1f!D v.tews, a jj)urnalis1t often quet.ct the opiniona o~ a wel~ 

"Clth:œ-experr.·, suolb ail lIbratioJ .180111 k;, or &.ir JOhn lJavis.1 Su.cIh 

~en were :rreQuentl!3' aitect aB experta iDl Blacbrooœ-s or WB EcliDi1inrBlb 

Rev4ew-;" 

Bri'tislh a:l.w.lian oorre:&pomlenca trollll !853 ta> 1856 rewallacl tlia 

readicnœ ot maDifT w.llll-knoWJll missicmarteB,-erohante" former- ot.f'icialltt, 

and' tr .. vd:ter..'$ 1,n) Chiina' to' œoni;laœbB vitlb ineurre.ctiOlll iDl0tiDa;! SUoJ:h 

stud;W of BritiBh oivillian opiniom BhouiL'd!. ltdp cta1termiJla wlIo; Bhould lia 

cratitrr-d. "tth originall. argument ccmcerniDg: WB insurpnta Gr' Brf'ti.slh 

po:lllioy.~ One: ma;, allso· aeoertlaim tHe: ~aDJtI; ~' aD;J ed1i tonal staff' "B 

CIll" autbr'II' reaponsi'Dt1lit;, tor t!te final primllscl matsriall. and. OpiniCDIIS 

vhicdh appeàrecl oouo:erniDg7 the 'Dai.pinga en" »ri tiBlh p~']JiOW im ChiDa.' 

2;1 !1àq_ Simporting' Religious Rev.olutiom in the In'brior 182 

"'" 1;' mte !.et'tiBr of the Bishop of V'1otoria tOl the Ardtiisliop 

of mmrt#er'!lur;r' 23 !a.yt"I853 

Georp Hblmon" the Bleliop ot Viia:toria, w&e BO impreeeed witlh 

n8.We of' the rebell.e that _ 23 ~"I8;3,. he sent a 1etl:tter tu·· thB 

Atro!ib:tisliop, of mmte1!~~11 ona' of' the flnr lIIfDIl1:JerB of' thEl' Churcdh fm 

ClhiDa wlith auffia:l.ent authori~, !te :rel..t. obl!igatecl t~· alari; Britielh 

Î 
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religious orpniBati-oms to consider the missioDary COIIIDun:d. t;vr aud!. a-.ntiB 

:Iim ~iDa~ U'Pom the return') in earltr. May, lBS3, f'roJD1 NAnkitqr: af BbIlham 

and M'eadOWB, tlie Bri~sh cdlapla:liDJ im ShangHai speed111;vr informel! lIbBsom 

cd the religious oharader of tHe in:sur&9Jtb;~ EDti tee!. Iv 1thiB 

communication,. lIbbsoDl senit. &ni ambitious: lle1ttler to tlie titullar liead 

Œf the ChurcJh of Endand: 

Hb1iSODl riras sect that news of rebell v.d,Œliories w&s wel'oomed b:vr 

ID&DT mem'Bers of the British oommunt tY inl China: 

"'lllie pnerall impl!8.ssiom Hel!e prnaills, among' ewry oiass of' thiDking: 
CJl'berv.ers, that ~his mo-œment'. is t!ie most important epocdb m the modarDJ 
histor;yr of Clitœ..""'(:r66)) 

lIB lcmketi to' aJV' agenoy in the lIbme Ohurcltt wJi:ll.cdb couild! assis1t m1ss:lioJœ.r;vr 

end'eavour im China: 

"He turœ to:· our Bationall ahurch - vith her amplle resources" lier an=:eJrt; 
seats of llearniDg', and her numerous' CX'lergy.' lI'e appeal!. to tHe stud:ents.ol' 
our univerBities, to o01!9 forth 1m OUII liellp anc1i to tHe liellp o-f tHe 
~o~ apiDSt the migh~." 

He earnestly implJorecf, "tHe Beait miss:liollar;r soCDiet:lies of Our Chureti.l 

to turn tHeir at1œniiion toward:s the ea~I... and appeallad to the CDlurcdh 

Kissioua17 SOaie.ty and the Sbœiet7J for RropaptiDg; the GbspeD. :linJ 

F.oreign Paris to oomrentrate their energies upom 0l:iiDa~; (I67ï) 

lIB dasirecl that those men ore.ating: pollli tioa11 disturbance i!m tlie.' 

interior' should sua:ceacL' Hil spoke of" 

na p(!l)]]itioal o~ whioh will afl!eot one:-third! GIf the humam raoe.., Ka;yr 
i-t 'Be ours to take possessioDl of this land in the name of Christ, aml 
vith &Dl aclequate forae of missionary labourera to enter UpODl t'ha: fields 
white' unto tJiit1!;liarvIest;n· 

, . 

J6tr.v Jfa~rlane,op.ait .. ,p .. I19,p·.J!2r.· 

I~~ I1iid!.,p~: J!23,p. 125. 



Lilœ other OhurotimeD:lwho. rece:l~d news of rellel Ohr1st1a.n1t;y,lie had 

speo1~c)racommendat1ons~ for Protestant miss10naries ~read;y imOhinal 

"Our :eaw miss1cmar1es' a'tt Shangliae,lItiingpo:,.. litoo.c1iow sliould se:ek to addl to: 
the1r knowllBdp of thosa- l'ocal!. dlialeots and acquaintano& w1.ïth t'lia 
mamlarin' dialeo1l;~'" 

lDritBom lla11eved:. that h1s re:commenclations would 1mpro'Vle the- liv.e.lI 

of maJJT Oh1nese~· 118, 1nd1oatecl to' the A'rCJhbtshop of mmterbur.Jr ttia.1t 

Hrotestamt missicnariea shoula;; le: perm1t1l.ed to travel to Trank:iug àml ~,P:··:J~d. 
1 
spreadl Chr1stiani~ng: those' whCJ> o'ImLouslyr neecled re11giouB guidanae. 

me orit1cdisecl Brit1sh, acmsuls for co-operatmg w1'tiJi:lo:aa1. Imperia11s1t 

oi'f1aialil' t(J) prev.ent HUoh liolly oivilian emi~avourst 

"fOur :r-ev miasiouariea shoulct1 thus\ be read;y 'te a ... 111. themselws of 
the probable removaJj, at no distant penoc!, of thosa restriot1cma as 
1#.0: boundar;y regalBtions,· '6J' wh10h British caonsular otricdalla cleelDJ 
tliemse1.Da nov lmuml to ClOl-OPera~ vith t'he',Ohinése mamiarin:s tm p~nt
ing our entrano&: to the mtar1arV"'{I6Œ) 

"2~! De' Wn tings of' James Lese: 1853=I85&i 

.James tiagml" a B1!ftish missicmar,r in: Hbu:g; l<GDg: vas· very'[ interasted 

in: insur~nt survi'v.al~· ln! Hbwm1)er.' I853" the; Britialh Quarterny' ReVJi!! ...... 

pu'tilisJœd! s8WralL ex1;raot'lt tram· a le~'tier' o~ I.egp- 1kJ' 'tille lIim:g Ifg!B 

Registrer fnll!853' and: aonc!ud'ed! t'hat 

"'3rt' tlte missionaries pim acosss to the ohiet'lt we stia]l]. BOom aoq'Wire 
more certain anc:f more compIleie in:tormatiom.;", 

Jt.ege was cdea-rl$ surprisecJl 'B7r the c1Briug: soheme of the 'Jlà;ipiDgB 1lxf, 

CNert'hrow tli.e l'anohua and spoke ot' a' "soal!&" of tti;eir gJtneral relia'tiilJii1lw' 

cte:sosndiDa; .Olll the s1k o~ g,enero.us' appreClliatiOJll,,~1 kdbliring lJ3à.ipiDg 
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potitioall. inesnti_,.Legp. apo-l'Ggised for Tàipiug: barbarisnr= 

"'libre' is J101t a III1Î.ssionar,r in China who woulcl not; do Ida u1mlo:s't; ta) 
dliSSllaCk- the rebella ftoOIllJ put't::I.Dg to d'eatJil th« poor ignorant 'l!andiri 
andl BbMJJl.ri; priB1l'fDt~ Bh:ti; they- liavs' their own W&y- of' d:oiDg ma'ftbrs .... ' 

lf.egge' oousiderecf: that repor1ts- of Tàiping barbari:sm noulet uo1t a:JlaJ;om1 . 

readers: who were' antioipating; 'Dkiping- V7icto17 in tlte cd.vill war: LeI'P 

honestlly adiDi t:.ti:allt 

":n' they- get; the empire,- tlie speedtw dOoml o~ ictoiatr;yr is' sea]Jecl~i Ami 
who wi111 mJt rejOiae' inJ the resu11:t and baill. the reoogm:tiom Glf" 
paracM.siaaall. mati tuticm2"'(Jr69) 

HIis letier to the lib. I9.mg Repeter toM tBe story' o:t BrIme: HSiu

mn-uan"s arri'V&ll. :lin:> CB.JrtOD! am1l. of lIim&"s at1lamprts tO": linome- a <nirfstian 

whillle h« vas iDl tHa1t cit;w;i.agp:. comtlw!e4 tHa~ ~s QR8rianoa wi'th 

W4Jste1'!ll missimmries mus1t bave dlriv.&n1 the man towants a rev.o1utiollB17' 

prograar;' 8paakiDc: o1r Himg"s poss8.sBiom GIf Mang; ~:frah"s: pampliiDe1t, Qbsdi. ' 

WbrdJs tO) A'diDontslh !he' A'eie,Legge: sugge.stedlt 

"NO on&> CI&1l11'crok iDto-· i~ without seeing a1t ones' tbat ita phraaeO'llog
and .,cntes of presen~:'tlie ',:tru1lti;", are repea1#acl fm tlie pulilicaticnD 
oiBtained! at', lIànld.ng'e' ••• BO theu;, as- tlilt oak iis iD! the acoru; tlie 
pre se. great moamen1t 1'ay- iD! ~!lB or more volumes of' this' cor4pf]aticm; 
GbCldl Bords- tœ A:èbDomlsh the Np'.' 

Reporta of Tàiping: reiligious fantasies anc1J. lleresies i'ntluenced laegp' 

to justif);r ail aœtiv.e role for British miSBioDanes iDl ChiDa.A:'s Legv 

ind'foatecl,. .... ith no one to direct and help ltIl.JIlI",mmc 'tiepm 1#0 comtuB& 

'the. icleal vith the reall, so~ -tihat 1kJ; this aa:w liB- lIftJD8 1#0 B4I8 V'iBicnœ ana. 

liear rem1aticms,;1 1!Iiüilte lD8.D7 1nterasted! olJaarv.urs at 1tha1t early- &tap 

iDl 1853"lli8fJ&'l' q'UaiiftedJ. lits' initiall, enthusiaan :tor the Tàipiup bJJ 

lioneB'ftl'y- &dmi t'tiDBJ 

J 
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"there is DDt'- knowledge nor iDt1:g,e~& i:m the CllBlDp ~ correct 1.wHat iis 
vrong and. arrest vha.t iB: cùmgeroUB~~ :ft remains tQ be: lIe'en who vilJl1liav.e 
the llolldlteBS and' the hODDur 1;'0 be the tuture guides' au& iustruators al' 
tlie hos1t."'(I70) 

lliegge vas not to be a :f'u1mre guide- ami instruGtor o:f' the 'l!à.ipinp. 

Iirtormation im tlie Fifty}-seaond Rèpor1li al the British, ami Foreign m.Ule 

Sbaiat;y for the ;year.' l!856 showed. that Le~ :ims1œad organisad ef'fo~ 

of" lIri'tish missicmaries: ancll native collporte'ar.s to distri1:iute Bew 

\lI'estamenta to 'I;lia people of soutliern ChiDa.' 5peaki nc of' this ancleav.our. 

t.egp, 1fl'C!l!ta1: 

'ttaocorcH.'1Ig to the statement UDV su1mi t'tiacl tG, ;you,. Jl8ar~ 6.,,000; vere 
cHiatrilintecl b;y tHe four _colporteurs" emplloy,ed! im coDnenCllll vi1lh our-
(Jbrrespond'ing:' abmmit1tee'."" ' 

Baving: expressecl some an:m.et;y about the safet;y al tvo colporteurs,. LefŒ8 

natetl the7 hact returnecf aaf'ellT>' = Oc:tober 1855: 

"tlie~~ gd; qui1;'e awqr f'roJD1 W-e lfD:a of' aolDlll'Ulllicatiom vitlh lIbDtt K'oDlir., 
liaving: hem trav.elliD&" through mori of the dlBtricdWd IJJ.Bangshiq ..... 
the distriatia of' Sl.t»-gan,~kuam, and! I!!.'sa!œh~in ~-~_, 
1fith porticma: o:t W.eicdio1f, lia_ beem tra .. rsecl O'm%" ~ our agent'8~1 ~ 
Have 'Drought vith tlielD1 variOUSl lJe1ttl:ers' &Dl!. pa::a.ticall. af':f'uaiCQIII: add'ra.ssed 
to, thell: 'tiy parties vho hacf av4.ct-eJlltlJ;y conversed ri tlil theJD1 f'reelqr andl 
read oonsiderable portionno:r the lfev 'll&stame~'" 

lm liiisooontribut:IianJ to the 11856 ~ implied: stro~ 

that the f'or.GSs of' Chine sa· iDSUl'recti(JIIJ im tha ~riar ottered 'UlUlelloome 

inte~arenca to :Bri.'t'ish-sponmorad aft'onts of' cmnv.eraioa 

"'lftrcr oWer OOlportfl111'8 proceadecl. iDl April!. to the dep&rtment: o~ lfeic!iov,. 
lJ;yiug' eastvardJ along the coast'" trolD1 t'hat' of' ~,. and md 1fi th 
a favourable raoeptiOJll f'rOID1 'WB peoplIe'" till]. the7 ware swep1t 'tiaGlk b.YT 
a wave of' relJelliolll froJD1 the noriJieall1t.e"(I7I) 

1 _ 

2.' 'Elle \tri ti!!lJ!! o~ Wal t'er M'edhurat {SSnior)1 1853=185& 

WalIter KedhurBt (Senior) vas a velJl.1,-re'spected! Britislil missicma17! 

of tHe ahurch of England! in Sb.anghai~' ~s suo!b, :Britislh vrit'ers 

rro';: w..,vro:il4' 3I,lJoc:.ai'1t.,pp~I08;j 
17fJr.~ ::miftr-s~oonct Report C!f the Britislh and FOreign Blbl!e ~e±.et;yr for 

J[856l,pp.'a1~.· 

1 
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oonsidereœ him a valid source of British Rrotestant missia.aar,wopiniom 

Olt! the Ohina coast prior to his depsrture :for En:g;Land iD! 18565 and his 

deatlh in 1857!~ As mentiamrd', befOre" BODham chose' MedliurB1t to 'tiransla.1œ.~ 

and comment upon 'llà.i'ping documents reoeiw81 during the mission to 

'Db appreoiate Jfedliurst':"s origiDal auppor'ti; m 1853 f"or tlle forces 

(If pOlii tioal andl religious: rewluti.on im tlie iDterior, His former 

publication shcwl.d be ccnsu1te~l Medhurri"a ~iDa:ItB Sta1ie ami Eroapeatts, 
.1 

publisheœ in I836,~ in lraomlOm, was diisa:ourapcl ~ Blim, prospeŒtta for Chris1lï-

ian n.a.uplizatfGZll of tHe Ohineae' and 'by the stubbcrn ref'usall. of the 

ehfnese: BPvermaent and peoplle to adop1t civ.ilizati_' lIB, de:saril:1edl. 

.. Chine se:' atJ:ieiBIIJI and polLythei.'" ancr. suggestad: 

'" Rbw trù.lllJ aKecdi~ and'. hea.r1ilïo-rend'ing: is i1t" therefora" that sc large 
a pcrtion of tlia human race slioul,d be: shut up top.tlie,. unda:r on& 

tyramlli.oaJl go"\œl'lDllent, wliose exolusiv.e. polli~ forbid's a11 :i:n.t&rCIIourse 
with foreigner8,- and whoae proudl sellf'-suttic:ienqr imagina.s the: native 
instituftons f'ulJ1y adeqU&~ tG! am. the requirements o~ the presen1t and. 
f'utureo warW'(I~») 

BNr I83fJl, Jrtedhurst umlerlltocd: t'hat his 01ml fUture: pllans for CliiDa 

depended upon the establishment o:f meaniD8't'bl intBrClOurse betweem 

Ohina"s p01iticali hierarGhy and Frotestant missioDBries~BS siDcereDJ7 

tlelJiev.ed': 

"if mes.sures could; be adoptecl that would inf'lluencs the ruller Ge. BQ) vas1t 
an empire,- the wh.o.lJe mass of his subjeC'b would!,in great measure:, be 
atPf'eotecl there'tiT •• : •• " 

lfeclhurst knew in ]838 that foreign missionaries require.d! UDlimi tedl 

ao08ss to the interior of China. In' 1835 .. !te had: travelllled im &Dl opium1 

172~ Wanter· Meihurst (S-emlor)j, Ghiua= 1ts State and!. Prospects fLomlom, 
1838).i,.pp. '72-73~ 

.>--

1 



"-
....... _ ........... _ . _____ 1.. . 

-t4I-

ship along the China ooast 1;0 Shantung- provinos', distributing" religious 

materials to' the atiinese populace and oonferring with Emperial 

o'ffioials.' 'mle proa:ess of oomœrsion howev.er was ona of' slow and. 

pati..,n1t intercourse~with the Chinese people~A voyage :lin an' opium s111i.P 

limited1 a miasiona17"s freed'oJlll to oollllDUÏd._te·;~h'~he Ghinese-~' 

Kedhurs1t wrote tha1t 

"al though he Ca missionar;y] may- pay- :t'or lits passage, to"! and fre trolD1 
t1ie place of' destination, "yet 'bhat woulld!. net antitla: :tti,ml to the usa of' 
a boa1t or the boat "s araw on alllJ. oocasions, or to;, tti;e mov4.ng: of tha-' 
VAlSSa-ll. troJlll plaoe to plaoe to suit his O'om:enielmS.tl ' 

.A:'il. t:hough Medhurst teok advantap of tlie opportuni t;w to visi t 'titie 

coastal area" lie resentad: t:he conneotiOUl betweelll himself' and: t1ie 

opium trad'e: 

"the opium trade would1 mori likely lie extended: to a province im whioh 
it l:i.ad been 1tefora but partiall!y- known; and Bhould' the missioDa17"s aid. 
in interpreting between the voyagers anœ the natives be oallJed ~ he 
woulc1l be contri butin:g; in some measure to the turther spreact GJt' a 
mischief~'., ... 1t(F13) 

In 1838~, !(edhurri"s' 'Book ~ppeal.etl];to:?j;lier.lm,àouraes and manpower 

of :British Protestant Ohristen1loJlll to take up 'tihe clial1:enge Œt e~l1iBml 

iim China~.A: stimulus from' home "ould encourage present missicma17 

efforts: of translatiom ot' the Sbriptures into Chinese and fnoreas&:' 

raoruits to the China t1e~'(rr4): lIB sa" the value' at a religious ancl 

edUcationall. federatiODl of Wastern miasionaries and!, tAohers 'fm1 aomœrt 

the abinese populaa:e,partioularly- as b.1 1838, 

It'Dhe e:'stablishment of aohoolls iDl the empire ott China has 'tie8J1l found to 
be diffioul1ty if net impoaaiblJe'" but &!Dong: We amigrants, ertensiv.e' 
efforts Dave been macte to benefit the rising generaticm.~'· 

"ij -," ", l!73. M'edhurst ,op.% 1t. ,p. 77',p.273. 
174~! l'tiidJ;',p~:534~' 
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'Dhis appeal- in 1838 to the Bti tish religious- and: educaticmall commUDi t;w 

laoked Cftlinese support, and Medhuret liimsel:t' adiDitileli:''Where sRallll. w& 

'tieg±m, or where can "'El hope to end!, the' HercmlJean task?"' (175») 

BUt; in, miw..]853" 'Dà.:liping; promisas to allJDw f"oreign trav.ellll.ers 

fœ inland' China aDd2 to reoeive the neligious tmots and cmDll'D11ll1i.caticms' 

of' British Prot6S'tan1t. missionaries ~stied!. 'tic Kedhurs1t and! tiie 

Britislh Ero.tElstant religious collllll'lmit;r in ahina that perliaps tilis 

Dative. msurgent band ooulcf per1"01'lD' "tliB HercuJJealll task"'~' m:œtailliIWr 

thfs Tàiping: proposall. iuri t'ad! British Irro'tia:stant missicmary:' spoDBorship 

and' guidimae;~ 

abmtludan:g: Ms review of 'l'hiping,- religio.us' traots giveDl 11:0- BOntiaml 

and IfeadOWa in Banld ng-, M'edhurst rene",ed! His appeal! to tlie religLous 

and; eduaational aommuni t;r in Great Bri taiJl1 not ta) abamtom an unpreoedènted 

opportuni t;r for religions ODJ:ml81"sicml im China. 118 adklad, the promisiDg 

sulistanoa, of Tàiping: ChrietianitTt to H,i.s former appeall of' 183Sl: 

"'llhere: are BOme things: gooct, 'VIJ%7.' good!,. :lm the produc:tiolIB before usf7 
lleadine: us to ~'that the authors vere:, divinelW taugh.1t,- and' to) 
oherish Hope that DDt; a _~ willlL, through the meclliUJlll of the.s& trutlia" 
finit tliŒ roadJ t'o liBaven.1;~ one thing is olea1!' tbat a coDSictarablle. 
Jamw]leclp of CliristiaDi1t.Y' exists amoDg the iDSurpnts,. a.ndl aould!. wise, 

l!75~1 D&spite.' his admission, Kadhurst ",as aDaè])iro~:~up lits am~tiOD8 
for an eduaational rn.ollutiom tQl aocolDP8.D1'T the re.1igious .CDD!II8rsiom of 
the m&sses.sB wrotet 

Il •• B'fml!hrg~ ",ith balf a d015en and' going: tlirough alll the drudgeryr oir 
soho1Jasticr: business, for tlie firet t'e", ;rears-, the ed'ucaticmall apnt m&JT" 
in tlie course of ti.me, suooeecl in trainirrg a number of ugorous and! 
intellJigent ;ro'Ung!: men, "'ho"1 he m&;r appoint owr diifferent seminarieB" 
and' them coJlllDenaing the work of superi1lteDdenoa" lie willlL find' lillmaeU 
at the liead1 of a ratl88 of sahoolls, from' whioh hUlllh'eds of w~llll.-taug!i1t 
ohilJdren:!Da;r prooeed-, to enlighten and! 'tiless the generation-e"l 

S'es. 14'ecthurs1t,.oR~'oi1#. ,p. 74,p.54I.,p.543 • 

-~ 
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instruŒtors ef'f'ect. a residenae:, among: them,- the good: might 'Be f'osteredl 
andl avili reprnsect;"{I76) 

'Dranslat in& ~à.iping' re>ligious ctocnunent s" Kediiurst was able in mid~ 

1853 to f'it Tài'piD:g',' religions herasi'9:8 withiDJ h::lis persoDall sC!lfteme. ~br 

aomrersiOID of tlie Chinesa·':; Reporta; of religions' hereq a1t lfauIdng: 

d.1u1ioated· to Itedliurst that bath Ohristians and ralipous f'anatics were 

present: in 'Daiping- oampst 

"ifli:toh[of' these two ~ipiug; relligious f'àetiomsJ prepond'era'bs CJr whiolh 
1is~ l1D:ely tOl prevaill,it is iiDpossibre withou1t_long and personall 
interoeurs8' with the peoplJe themsel"\œ8 to S&'3'~" «l!.'17)1 

Bbwev.er, ev.elIl in midl!-I853,. Jledhurstt stoutly maintaiusd f'or ltis 

readerlt a separationnbetween lkiitish Protestant am1. Taiping; ef'f'orb 

tu inf'lIuenC8:' the massea: D'es~1iiDg T'aiping- saarif'ici.alJ. othrings,lie 

"lJtt is endlen1l: f'rOIlr1 thia the insurgeJrlis ara ne~ther JTewa nor' Kahammed.&lœ, 
CJll' they wouldl net of't.'er unallJean animal. t01 GbcJl. Il 

Hé riticm1edi ~ imaginative f'ane,. lie observed iiJD examplles 0'1.' I]!aiping 

religious f'anatieism" allso nuln.if7ing-

"'representations of' the Divine' lreiug far c1lif'f'eren1t f'r01D1 wb1t wa· ba~ 
bean &cmustomeci to fm Christian S'cripture8~: 

Hé wrot. CIODOeming- a Taiping raligious pamphlet' that 

",;4:~-. the indiv.idUallwliD eomreiv.ecl it is liimself' possassacl of' a 
"lUl.1gar mindJ. 'lUte language im whioh t11e pamphlet; ls dra~ up. fs alse 
exoessiv.ely aomoqujiall. and! iDl some instances prov.inciia~'1 (:nID) 

Frollll 1853 to. :n856,- litedhurri"s' writings betrayed the ent1i1œiasml 

:l~~1 M..P'. lJ853,LXim" RelatiDg,-to the C~,'Vlill. W·p· in Ohina;~' 
~~ m,:Iim l'IbJ.: tii,."~ne1'8.l Viev.;. ..... ,iin Bbnliaml9 s d'espatatil of' II lfaT,·I853" 
tOJ O1ar8lJd0DlrP.:43. 

:lm;! M,p. I853,tamxr,.!!h;;o:t~:" ElIOilcnnœe'.~ 10),. inllbl.&i" p~3~ 
17~' Me.P'. 1853,;r.xml,cm.;;cit~-'~ncrrJ.osure: lfo·.~ Io,:iim lf~ œ,p.43: 



-!44-

of' a man near the end; of' lits lif"e f'or the f'ulf'1DDent: of' liiis lif'elltJng 

goalJ.lr~' Medhurst would' llave Christian converBiODl tif the Chinese o~ the 

in:t'erier 'Dy a~ noJliooO~ationable meauB~; HILs lle1ttœr m Xov.ember 1853 

to the Nbrtlh (!bina HBralcll liitterlYT eomplainerl of' the barbariSDll of 

the lfammUl al'lll1fr in the· f'iel14.' li'1'0Dl1 tJhis llet:tiBr" :L1t appea.r.s Wa'tt 

.. tma IiDperialis1ta we1!6 o.biouslY DD'ft. tlhe fOre&> to advance the religious 

antt edueationaD. in'terastis o~ the ~(:t79J) 

1in1:1nl.r.s1t uml'ers1ioOlt tliat 'Dàiping: religious arrors contirmee! 

unoheoke~ ~ wri't'ar' in the British- QuartenT! R8.VJie.v CJ\f'.JullJyr 18D5' 

eolllJll8nted comJ8rning' am "8ff'ieia'l. 81;ate __ "',. wliiah had lmem1lraDslla'tisd 

and! d'espatched'. to Gr_t Bri taiiDl ",. Dr. lIfed'liurst,. "1I:owüiing t'hese, 

supposecl r9'Vl8'1atioua., of' the 'Dà.ipinp~· Xedtiurs1t must liave lie8l1l ~ 

ctiB1iBarienecl ",. the erlent' of' aaarilege and religioult liere~ implJi.~ 

in tli1l t.o-lllowilqf: extraœt of" lits' translation: 

"'Dlie lfbrtliern Pr±mIe then came tOl the Easterm R'alacœ to list9lIl to> 
the _cred colJllD8.J1d's ot' the BBavem.y-: hther" who hacl GOme dOWDl into 
thewor~1nT _ 

Jle:dhurs1t probably- underBtood troDllliis OWJ1l translatiœœ that 

'Dà.iping; clt4.eftaims- laokedl. political tra,imhlg and poi-ïtical experienue~ 

I:œ ttltis extrao.1t, "the HBawDl'y- Fattie:zr"' ~ol'd. f"e.mal'« of'finrs cd tli1l 

IDfl:estiâl1 (Jburi te ad!ri.sa: 'llaiping:Wang to tlli& hs1t of' their a1iili~ 

":A'tt P1'8ss111tt y-ou must' t'ake advantage cd liis origiDalJ &oocbœss o'f' Datura 
amll,. aa ~11 ha:v.e opportuDd:tiJJ',. inriruCldt hirm, that liB, may- p'tt a~med 
1;10 wllat ilf ClMT8Œ1t a.ndl 'tieuome an examplle to aIl. t'liB ~ir. tliat.; aB 
the natiODB o~ the worlJd ma,.,1ialœ paflerm '5r ~"'(:E801} 

:In a lle1tUar to a GhiDa-coast newapaper" ltetUiurst deacrilœcl the 

poiii ti081 and~ relipouB' f'ervour of a Tàiping acllieren1i whO'l liad 

179;- Edgar Hbl1.t, 1Jllta· OPium Vars: im ehina {Jr.ondom,!964)1,p.;:t85.-

1801.' M,R.,VToll. 22,Jlo$,.oiit.,p.JI23~' 
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iinte-rrupted a service at a Lond~Ul tissicmary'iSbcda:ty ahapell. :Iinl 

Slianstiai;i At; tha t11ne this letter w&s wri~(Iao4?) Kedhurd vas 

impnessed ~ the:· social ctlass anàl 'tiIta 1DJtia.l!ligent': appeal of this 

'l!aipiDg; rebell. and~ adini tt:edil 

lia ooDSia:erable amoun1t of usefl1!1 iDformatioUl vas c:t&liwred and: aB 
suoh would! serve' to promo'Va the objects' V8' had! in 'Vliew,a. put~ 
dOWDl ictol!ri.r;w ad f'urthering- the worship of the true- Œbc3!~u(IŒI) 

Hbwever" DttBl.t;.1te.t:IœB~~i~.,.4tiamd r.et:IDUœrl:;,~:tlilia ~ll. 

pllaœ for Britislh sponsorsliip of British': relligious ad edUcaticmall. 
- . 

intererill; in the Chinese in'terior.' Apim,. Rritislb md.ssi~ 

endeawur vas toremos1t iul bis thoughta. For Jfeclhurst" om.1V' Britislh 

ettorts eouIIdJ aocomplJish in the ideriar DBCl8Ssary reDil:Lous and 

their own campai 

1I1;t~ .. .;: this is a o1&ss of men tbat oan wi th cJ.1ifficml ~ be ooD1tirolllJe~~ 
'llbY' must- for a time ba". alllowedJ. t"o I!P their OWDl W8.7f.'" I1t may;r no't 1i& :b:b 
&Very'J respeot the vaY' whiob'Ne: aoulJdl. a~prcmI" 'Bu:tt :lit doas not; appean 
to l!IllIl ctir4lŒbl!y.r CIlO~ 'tin OU1!' olittf:lCltJs.'1 rm the meantime wa· can go Olll 

in! oura and~ inoiLlloate suGh trutlts ~s t1i1Jyr may t.orp1li or stat1e correctiJ]" 
wbat theY' 1'àill. tG repre.senit aright.' 'Dlia~~ may thus pro:v:e a 
breake~up af' our Vay{ and! prepare- the peoplla for' a more jjlst appree1a.tiom 
of' di"line: tru~~."'{I8.2)! 

l!Jh:till hi s' ctepartura ter. Englaml iIIl Jr856':." Kedhurs1t worked emœptiœ-

alllly,r to e-etablish a' eol'porteur system: and' to continue tlte wllumi;noulf. 

prmtiDg: and distriltut10n of' the SbriptureB im <Diineae';' 'm:te :m1~ 

firet RèpOrtt,~ the British ad. Foreign Blbl!e" Sboie~ descri 1Jm1 tJie 

nJ,LJ BtR.,w.,. vroL 22, l!oo.'o'i t.',.PP~3&..l!38;l 'lllte Britislh Quartêarl.w He.w.iew 
Md DOit id:entit'yr 1#he c!a~ l\te.dhurs1t"s letter appeared' in the G.hina-aoas1t 
na1fspaper~1 

I82;~ ~!~~ I3~' 

1 
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aotiw.ties of the Obrrespondi~~mm1t'tise' aL' 'tihat socdie'tyr iDl SHangHai: 

n'l!lie Obrre-sp01lltiing: ebllllllll.t1tee of SliaDgHai are' proaeediDg: nth tli1l 
pr:lintiDg: o't JŒ5i,.OOO' copies' of the New 'n8stamenit - the portiom assignea 
to thellll of the quartier or &; miUiom tha1t was, im the f1.rst iD:s1#am:e, 
agreelll to be' prepare~"' ' 

Me.cUi.urst wrote enthus1asticalt'll1' of lits own emlea-v;ours Olll beHalf o~' tlie 

Sbaiety-t 

n. Q"t the edit ion ~f 5000l GO-speDs and: A'ota in the- large typa, we Hava
not one rema~1 Of' the Jr8iOOOl N!ew' IJI8stamentta prinbd" we bave llD:t:1 
Jr,OOOi iD1 stor •• ~ «18S'» 

:ur 185~edhurst; vas totalllly' eommi t'tisa 1to.; .ètti~Uiaûi!~;,.J 

~{lcti"*ÜD';liim-;',,,i;l;W~::Me~~Îl'*-lR01tâ11t4 

the CIOmmit1me. oC the Bl!itislh andl Foreign :B1'MJ& Sba:ia'tiyr iD! 'Lom101lll 

"'1 have" forwardélt a ~undi. caopy! of the anti~ Blh"bl'a in Ohinese, ~ 
Œ8Dasis to RnamatiCIDI.' lliope it willl1. reach 1'Ou im sdQtY! and prod.Uc!se 
aa iIIUOh1_ffJ'&tifiaation in the recœpti'cml, as 1I'e' experienme iim 1me 
seDd~'1" 

lIS' vrote lib a man about to see the fùlfitmed of' his plla!œ for CtiDa: 

"7 iaJmo1j; aElov this' opportunity- 1#0 passr vi:thout expressing JJW 
g:ratitude and! that of 'tIlf/{ brethrem towarcIs 1'Our Sbe:l.ety-; f.br 'W;e
liberality- ancll. pnerosity-,dtlaplay-ed! 171 theJll1 tIo ua,iIll upltaillti'Dg 
our hancla when ve vere beset wi'th 4ifticm3ltiea and!. i:n' SOl l!arge~ 
Œl.ranllating; bath our ClJll!dl ad. Binr 'Jlestamen1t vrersicmB'~"" 

E5iDalllW, im 185ô~ Kedhurst wrŒte of his jpurne;w ri th Re..-': Jro:sepl!D. 

EctldDs: and. Re.",~· R~' trob'Do-Jldl into- the in'tiariGr to tir.ecrlli tiie distiribu.tiom 

CJlf S'œ-iiptur&SI 

"'Our jj)umœ;rr la7r cliraotlq through tha1t. pori (ltiDgpa:) ta 'lJ.1she .. lPBae, 
wliera' va· _si 1m4 a nwDber of' Galellrated!. mo_staries and! impartad ta 
thelll1 tHe wo~ of' llik. so far sarpa8S~S iot; dbes iIll_llue" allJl tb.eir 
0WDl shastBr8"~·' 

Ig3~ Htty--tirat, ReWri of the Britislb andl ForeigDl lIlL'fte SOo:L:e_, flor 
tHa ~ar ]855,p.a.t. 
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S'criptures"t 

''He, ~um1l th&' priest,! v;er:/ ciw.D,. some: of tl1em in1I1e]J1Jigent, and al1ll. cL 
tliem eager for lIoolat~b, 

By tha tima of t1liis R!por1t." llo.aal. Imperialiri ofi1c:Lalls ctidl mrit 

pr..ev;eJXtl.; Jre.dlhu:Ds1t''s trav8'lla as tliey llac1! prniousl7 lial1:tmdJ. IssacJiar' 

Ro~ and! Dn-~ aliarles 'Daylozr iD A'Dtlus1t ]853 om thfdir 1fq'" 110 

lIBnldng;: 

"W~ tra..-lIlJscl ~ 500 milles oif eo1Ul'tir1J", tlirough sev.em <lliinese cities, 
ov.ar.' ltll!lJa: 4,.G00l feet Hi.8til, ad. vere' n:&rywltera wel1ll. reaei"lJ8ll; no,' 
him1!rancœ- or anno;y&nce was 62!PerienueCl! froJll) 1m.e llamIarimr nor annoya.m:le 
:n-oJlll tha-' pOPlJe'b andl the jj)urner, was performec! lm Europeam ctress witlit 
e~se. anœ safErtiy. ·(.l!8~l 

Impresse4 'tiT:rCnlineae eagerness for Christian:, Sorip'tiures and 'DJJ 

what appearecl to be UJIiI.imitedl aOGess to 1ihe interior of GlJiDa" Jled:hurri 

nsgleoteci 1#0 mention the Taipinga in othis Report -; {I85)i 

4~' A'cti'Vlities iJl1 qhiDa ot the British POreiE' m1ime 

SOde. andJ. t11e LoDliOnJ Kissi0!J!!;f7 sOœlim 1853=1856:; 

'Dl:ie actiVJities bet"ora- I853 of these _(JI religious organizatioms 

tu cntiDa int!'JJil1a a .... Hm. opimfm ot! m&rJ;f! of thein' memhra :Iim 0hiDa 

184: mlf'ty-seaomt Report of the R.P.,Bl.Si.,for 1856,pp~:'c:dii-oxlJiy~' 

185;l Objeotions coule)], De: macle to the inD1. usiom of.' a series ~. enracts 
oonoerning Bible clistri1:b1tion in the interior of China~l 
This material om the distribution of Biblles in the immrior ancl Kedhurri"s 
jj)urneyr to the iDt'erior is ino31ud:eci to emphasiBe that lfeclhurri, as a 
respeotect Br~tish Protestant missioDarTJim OhiDa,llad pv;en up liopa-, ia 
1ihe Tàipinp-.' His antipat~ to natiw insurgenCQT was expJ1eBSed iD. llis 
acti...m:t~ElS as welll as in; his' vritiDglt prior ta' his returm iD! 1856 to 
Eugl'ancf.Relating.- to his aotiv.d:ti.es,thflf materiall. empliasizell 1#ha- ooDtrast 
1:ietween his suppori; of nativ;e,)iDBurreCltiom 1in ltfs "GeJœraIl. VJfew of' 
We ~pnts'" im 1853' and his' ~ports' in 1855 and: 1856 to tlie 
:&r:iitillh andè Foreign Bible Sbo:ietyè1 This- material doe's tytf1Yr Britisl:h 
enthusiaSllli in: China to :turther British religious :lnterests alf opposed 
tG> British enthusiasarl for nativ;e Oh~ese 1#0 accomplish similar 
objeotiv.es without British guidanae • 

• 
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ODno:erninm the :nebe1s." The ent:l.re Protestant missionary commuA.i..~ iD1 

ahiDa at some st~ was inwlhœdl m.,or 'took and in'.tœr.est 1œ" worka d 

translation and publiaatiOltJ o:t 1Iha lfaw '!à.stamed ine Chine_~' :sm 18;2, 

&t'oaks of New Tèstaments at Slianglia~ hacl been ovarproduced. and 

imaginativ.e projeotfJ' for :rurther pulilioatioD were' oontempllated. Wal1ier 

Hedhurat wrote t 

"The 3ecre.tary' of the 10081 Cbmmittee o. the nomtom Missionary SOcie1Y-"s 
press states tliat as t'hey- are 'able 1to prinl; cha:aper tha.DJ vas f'ira1t 
amliicipatec!, they- are willling to deliv.er 8~OOa' in-stead: of 5,000': 
entire nw 'l!èstamentB, i'n add1itiClnl ta> 5,000 copies of the Gbspelltf. 
and! A:Qb already' publisltec!, for the sum' plaoecJ:. at their àispo~ 
by- the abrrespondiltg!: GOmmi'fi.'tiee,. whioh willl!. be an a~ of 4 ct': 
for eaoh copy- of the New Testament inl smallller type.'" 

Wi thout an aotual promise of oouv.erts to reoeiw the newllY'-priDJted 

li o~edhurst wrote of am "experimed to priimt a smallller' adi 'tiiOD) o~· 

the mnr- Testament im Kanahoo:, a.nd!. ChineB8:: in parallllel1 co1umns"~~ He 

condeGtureœ abatraotly- ooncerning the ra:sul ts he hopecl fOD" t'rom this 

e:mper1DratJ.:b 

tI'lihera are man,y Chinese and?, Tartars part18l17 acq_intact wi th lioth 
languaps, who would' be' v.er:/ glad: to olXtlaiœ books printed iDJ this 
mamœr, when otherwise they- might DOt gi-,œ attentiom to th~'(l!86): 

In 1853,. liowev.er, the distriliu:ttiom of' these New 'nestaments was 

found' to be a rather Blow and: patient endeavour.' The CorrespondiDg 

ebmmittee at Shanghai 

"[hadJnot ,.indeed, to _report BQ largely- as they- CIOuld have wished of" 
actual distributions.·' 

Obrrespond'ing- C"bmmitt:ees im China projeated im l!853 that serious 

po11i tiaal uplieavall. in inland China could affect the pace o:f!' distrilJu.tiODl 

- l86;! Forty--eiglith', Report of the R-.F..:m.SJ., for 1852,p' .. O%iiili.' 

.-_.!l.-

1 
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of Scriptures: 

"RolJi tioal movements and'! important changeS' are taking- place in that 
empire (China)',whioh may lead!,it :.lis hoped ait. no' distant ~" 1m a 
moreaâ;'bmfdSIdt d'iff'usiom of the true light over it's vast regions of 
moral andl spiritual darkness;" ~:n87) 

As a:J,read;y' observed~ im mid-J!853, religious organizations im 

:&ri ~iDlwere attraoted: 'By reports of religious change 1m China,andJ. 

IBritishl journalists lielievecl Tàipi~ promises to alIlow foreign travelL 

in inianct China~c BOth of these factolS ind'l1eedJ vast financdal support; 

for the l'few· Testament schema, inml..ïw,lng a aampaign to financs 1the 

publJioatiO!ll of one million B8.w Testamants for cM.stributioUl 1m tha 

interior of China; In Nbvembe- l853, a Ol)ntriliutoi? to the British 
. 

QparterlliY Review reported: the efforts of Cbrre'spom.ii.ug: ~mmi ttees 

iD! China to e%tend1 the d!istri'DutiODl of the 4Cl~1 mnr 'mlstamemt (rpentioned. 

'6yr M'edhurst a' year earlier): 

...Onemaill.Bringe us the inteliliigen<œ 1ihat China fs being: rev.olutionised! 
by a set of men who possess only a part of' Genesis: in their OWD1 

language, but wHo reoognise the whole Bible as' their religio~ tho~ 
they reaël it only in fragmentS', and' the next maill. 'Brings to this 
Ol)untry the firBt:; oompl!eted oopy- of the New 'l'à:stament in their 
language, as remarkable for lts oheapness as for its beauty;." , 

Il' The London Missionary' Sooiety has the honour 0'6: supply-ing: the men:, 
who have macle the translation and! oast the type" whiJ.1e to tlle Bible: 
Sbcri.ety is due the honour' of affording pecuni&l7 aiCl towards the 
requisi t'e maoh1ner.y." 

This writer gave more information about the adv40ates of the 

New 'Dèstament scheme inl Bri taint 

"The projeat ad'VocatedJ by' Revr .. JJ.ê[:. James of supply-ing patuitousllyr 
a milllion' copieS' of the Nev Testament is a none one and'. worthy of 
Christian magnanimity that has sc auspioiously commenoed l'ft. and! win 
no dOubt saa 1t aco:ompl!ishedl~tlfI88:} , 

l87 ~ Forty ... n1uth Report' of the ~.m.s.,for l853,pp.Q2llooC:d.~j 

188'. !J!!.,vro14 3][,liŒ!r,cit. ,p.lm\p~lJr4l~j 
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With :finanoial assis'tanoe :f'rom the religious oomunity in Great 

Britailll,. Cbrr.espon:ding:, Obmmit1ieas o:f the British and Foreign Bible 

8'1)oiety werEl ju1d3Jâat:tlim 1854~ rt was' 1!8ported tba:(t. :!i;, __ '~ .. ,::i~, ~.;l~-l:!; 

"'Dhe extraOl!dilJa17 moument there ta.kiug; pla_, :from1 whioftl, ~ success:f'ull., 
the laost favourable rasu1ts to the cause: of ravea]Jed; truth May be 
liopedJ :for., 1 and! the WJ'rY' remarkable efi"o~ whioh bas o1!id-uated~ inJ . 
this' ooun.tl!;y to talte adv.antage o:t the new ancI. enlarged! ef:f~r1t :for 
Ohina bave engagect muoh of the attention of.' y,our Cbmmittee-.4 

~e ShaDgliai Cbrresponding Cbmmittee was giv.en f'400t fi. 250 :trom' the 

lJlritish and Foreign B1.ble Sboiet;y;r and' ft. 1501 :trom- a grant made 1Jy 

the nondOn Ifissionary Bmriety ,"for the same purpose ta> aoDltiiDl1& 1ffie 

vork oC'puDlioatiomft~«Z89) W1th suoh f1nanuial assistauoe~, and ~ipiDg 

promises to alilov foreigm travel ilt! the i~rior (whiclh had all.read3'r 

been seriously ctisooumted ~ Dr. <niar:Des '!àylor,- as lias beeU! SltoWDl}l" 

:f'U.rther efforts vere star:ueil!~ië:ovard's pulllioation and! distriliuti.0Dle1 

lJ1r :E855" enthus1asur- for mass distribution of Ifev 'Destamemts 

throuo1k 'l'~ipiDg-oacupieœ a1!eas vani s11e~ 'llhe eb1!respcmdiiDlr, C'ommi ttee 

vas forcedl to' ad.mi t that the Tà.iping: rebels hadJ not seisedl polli. tioa11. 

authoritr~ 'Dlte, Gbmmittee nov felL1t that 0Di1$ re:presentati~ of' tJie 

British and Foreign ~ble Society in~ Ohina could malœ the inlIiended 

distri'Duticms,al'ready tulJ]]y :finanoed fr01Jl'lliome'. 'mle Cbrreapcmdiug l'~,'''!:., 

Cbmmittee at Shanghai admittedJ. that previaus 'llaiping promises- 110 permi.1t 

foreisn travell. and to st~ mission&17 tracrlt.s could' DOt be trustsclt 

"';;.'~;. the lIll.shop of Viœtor:lia and: the missi'onaries on tlie fielcl of' labour 
are stroq[ly of opiniCJDl that i t is undesirable to hasteDl f"orward~ the 
printing; of large numbers- of SoriptureB, vhicdh the count17{:lis D011 ye1t _ 
open; to re:oeiv.e,. or DOit in possessiom o~ adequate agencr. tcJ; dissem1Da1ls.' 
'l!l:le llo_s woule! inav.itably lie injured.',. i~ DOt destroy;ed: 'iii' clamp and 
:linseotB~11 

'-,., 1 
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Wlikt is fmportant about this ls that' '5yr 1855, British l?ro"testamt 

lIIIlssi<maries' 9DntIB0'lIr.é'a:1to the BritisH, and' Foreign BUile Sbaiet7' llacI 

oomdudedJ a debate oonaerning why the;y were :!in Cliiœ.. 'lIlieir coDCiusions 

rejeoted feà:eratiom with Taiping imJurgenta and: reasseried. that ft; vas 

a British reaponsi'tiilJi't)'1 ta) aonwrt the-- masses of' the iJtt:eriGr~i Fbr 

the cnrresponiling: m,mmitt!e8',. tlie work of S'oripture tHstrilbrtiom could 

cmiIlT be: a dnout' British &mteavoure 

n,~.';'. this impo1!tant projeot is ohie~ contingent!; am the opportunitiles 
that ma.;r ooeur '6;r the oountl7! 'IJeiDg OPeneŒ ter, Bliblla a:lrculJatfoal - al 80) 
on th8.' aupPllT of agents' to' eft8d t'ft - for "hich our maim c!ep~enoa
must': 'De pllaaed!. on: the mièsfcmary7 staft' alJl!e~ im tlia coUDItir;w.h' (190) 

1J!lle ... aomt1uaiomr. "&1'8' Elssant~ simillar ta l{ed:1iurdt s' origiDall. 

appeall iim 18381 tCJ) the British, re1ig,Lous and! ed!ucaticma1 oommundt;y. 

lJIl I85&,. the- Cbrresponcfing- Cbmmi'lttme' im Shanghai apo10gilled t'or 

their ear1ier, mistakem: support of this' Dative: insurrectioai: 'mteJ1 

e2q)lainecJJ. their original lie1iet vas that 

" t'lie rarp !UDds (ra~ing 1!"..rom1 the New T:èstament scmelll8' and' "1mB 
earnest lISeaF",. 'tille. "B)mpat~", and the "'l11bera1ity'" fit ID:-itislh GJ!riB'tians') 
pllacœcl at, tlieir dlI.spoaa1 aould Cnoit]be VX!r7 rapid!l.1r approprfated."" 

", .A:mD. the 'tirifd.ii; )topes that "ere exai t!ed have no1t, beeJ11 rea1isect.: AD 
t!ie ~aotlJitie8, ... ~ioipa~d for cl!itfusiug, :8à.r and ride,.. the SC!ripture8'" 
lia~ JJIIltI; 'Deen prasentact':: 'mie issue 0'1' the ~aat mowment is stillll 
pm blJematica1,. nor cau ;your «bmmi t11ae' asosrtiaim !io" far tHe s(J)-Qallll.ed 
1!abel ohier-s' are' aidin& ~ their 01!D eft'orts iJD WB, priding: f}liIl!. 
ci1!ODlJatfon1 of' inspirad SbripturasJt: {:l9-Jr)1 

A sal'l'-.pe%!p8tuated <nlinesa' n-1igious mov..ement!; GOuld. lI01t" ÏlIl tlie: 

~tta8'''S opinio..,adwume British &ttbriB' to oo:rœert the im1Janif 

cnti'nasee 

ll90;' Eif't"..nrat Report of' the BeF.BI.S3.,.tor 185;,.p~.: 

191;' E1~-seoond Rep~ O'f' the lf.F'~,.,. far 1~&,pp;~ md.-e:dJi.~ 
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Hm. tl±eriul iit muat be remem1JeNc! the re1:JBllliOll lias retarde cl ra1ther 'IIlian 
promoted the work of your Sba:iietW',. and' it .isl cmiI.'$' lJNr a graduaI proeess 
that the splilire· of operatiom riEl. enlarp.tt: 

BU1t a15 the :mmd!a ware alneadty CIOmmi t1tad 1W fie work of" conv:ersiom, 

a Br:itish endaav.oUll" oft ~l!' putii_tiom and! cli.stri.bu:tiom woul'd lM " 

:neplJace' the formur' commitment td the C-orr.&spondiing: Obmmi1t.ti:ee 'tiDJ tlie· 

~rcaes ot" nati-v.e immr1!eeti~Tlie CbmmIL'1HIee wrote: 'tiHat "tihe:lir.' am waSI 

Ur ta; adVana:a- the work t~· tli1J utIDori practiaable- ll1mits~;;.~ bellev.!l.ng 
tl±e wrsion{ OL!' 1i1e entire Bitie fnl Chinese) prepa1!8d l:\vï the Dellept:es 
'tio be a ~ traDsllatiGnl of the-.· inspirecl o~oles" your cnmmi1ttiee 
!lav.e au1i1arizedJ the :gri~ or- 50}OOO: copies'.! 'IDte work is beiDg 
execu'tiecl at ~e- and willll. be' aarrilicl through the press wi 1tJh alllL 
POB8~1Jfe speecL~' (I92)'i 

'mie eommtt1œe, of' vhicti; JfecEllurat vas a mem11er,. reporied that 

the inlandi Chine se welcomed!, British miasiODal'1ies' and: vere rilJling: to 

raaeiv.e ~riptures iiDl ahinesel 

"Missicmaries andl nativ.e converiB: !lave 1i:ra~ned :nar~ and_remot&
diatriob of' ooun:tiry without uperiena::l.ng; inljjlr;w or insulit.': lJ!ll:sy lia," 
V!.i.aited! throDged: Gities througlb who se streetB fo:reigners liav.e DB~ 
bafore· passed and.with ever,r inBtanma have ~reaei~d vith marked 
courtelV( and! respecdt.r. C'lJear~ pro'VT.l.Drl that the bal'l'iers o.f' a haught3" 
poiDio;W are swept aw&17,. - that the people-.~ are prepared itor ildtercourse 
wi'th men of other nations and' r~ to r@csi'\ttf at their hand!s that 
saored wl1lme,. wliioh is dllstined! im the purposes of.' the Mcnrtt.lI!i.glh"lb 
overllirow the: fabrio: of Chine.se' superatiti'Ou.'" 

Fh:ralllly the OOmmit'1œe' vas able tlo reporti; that the. R8V1 .. JToseplb 

Edki'ns and' Rev.r~ l1enry Reev.e vere able to risit: in' mid;..may XiriIm-BltaeJII 

land ChaIlB"-Bhiltl. near the 01 ty ot' Loo'Cdil)'OJ amI! Keang-yim 01Xl the Ya~, 

'withi1Xl 70 milLes of the camp of' the insurgents andl 150· troUll the moutlh 

of' the Stianghae Ri-v.er~; a~managea to d!istri~t& about fi~ HnDdred 

lITew 'Dèatament8'~' lifedlb.urBt finalizecl the cnmmit1œe t s' f:hn''rf':iat. 
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''Nb_' interference o:oxmrred!. frOJD1. the Mandarins, -and'. it woulld. seeml Dy mean:s 
cr.r this magmLficent riv.er" the Ya~tSl!le:· Keaug:;. wliicii, is a'Dout thirt)'l 
miles near tlie mouth,. entœ.nce may lie gained_ intOl the co~ for 
much gI!eater dlistanoss whell1 tlie soemr o~ war shalll!. 'tiB r8JllO'1l9cl frollll 
ehim Ke&Dg!: and1 N"~"'{][!16)\ 

Bei"ore the Arrow War,. Medhurst and the Obrre-spondiDg: Conmm;t;teea. gave 

.. mish writers' evtdence that 'tihe inil}and,1 <minase and British:. 'tiraW'l!lI.ers· 

~t British <riw..lJian A'oCo'Un'b SUpporting: the lnsurgemts 

1853=18$65 

'3;Bri.tish POiLlitical Writinp f!uppgrtimr tlie 'mLipings 

'Dhere- wana lD:'itish wnters unin:d:erestecl im raliij,ous' mat:tiBr~ 

'mle:se liopedl that the Tài1»i%1gJ:5 would:. fUrthar Britislh pamitioal. inbreria 

or tlhat the mov.ement -would meaDJ Ch:ina "s- cJ.'aoliv.erance troIUJ the Manchus~ 

OharlJes Macfarlane "s 'mie Chine:se: Re'ml!ution,. which appeared! im 

lI853, untquelJy portray,ect the Tàiping.: 1mn1rrectti~. !lB d'escribed! tlle 

'DaipingB' as another representatiOlIl ot- a natiouall. 3lœ'DeraD. pO'lJftioall. 

mov.elllent at oppressed peopl1es;' 'mIe lmolt refleœecJ.l lii.s own support; 

for pGiIJi tica:V rev.olutions ÙII mi'd1-D4iDeteenth aentur",- Europe am! Asia.1 

Dl,b,,;1iIIpl1édliBla., ~_IiI&i!aœè.18lli1adedL1italdtOJ::'"Preüatt:.!tBi:i.nsl4ratfGD; 

Clr:('av;~dF;~frmtDiiDal 

"'llhe "Iml.lgar are inoredulous: of the extincti'cml of olld royal!. races, i't 
ils navar a&rta:lim tb.a.t 'tiheir last rapresentati-,œ ts im his toJdl...:_ 
t1ie. lJegi1iimac~ of' the '.Dàrt'ar dymLet,' and- the D8Q9ssity of' suJistitnt1ng: 
t'or it a natiouaD. onfl' ware pu'M.iol~ disoussecl.: 'l!he machiner;rJ of 
rewlluticm 'WaB1'raad):-madle 1 the- saeret socr.l.e:ties spred tlie reports'" 
andl ~ thousaml!s of.' the membBrs Olft various palJi tioall CII'lulls swldellÏlY.! 
di:sappearea:.'''(I9J1,I) _ 

][93~ lfi.~-se_ooniJl Report; of the: B'.F.B'.s:.,. for' I856,pp~ aditi.-o%lliv. 

194~.dlrlane,.op;aoi.1t~' ,PP:.43-44 ~~ 

'"-
-- 1 
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lIfaoàrlamr poj~i*".;~~ wliat lraegp and Kednlurs1t. œon'i:lJ:udledl earH:er 

tm :n853 om the China ooasitt a IIRJ.I<œmeœt of' natia Ohinese insurre-CIltioDJ,: 

whiohè was obWlous~ sucroeectiDt,· owedt ita- pCJilJitical philosophlT andi :ii:tts 

impetus to~ prav.ious ODmleŒtions with Rrotestant miasiouari"'e ... ;, Kadàrllane· 

wrote:t 

"'It lias beem liinted! that GU'tiellaft'" lJesides' teaoltll.D:g; the Ghristial'll 
fai'tiJtt, tauglii;:; ID&D,YT nativ.es~ the &lLemEmfJs of' pomi ticall. SCIIienca. and!. 
eJmOUl'IIJ8claheir aspirations &tter.' bet'tier ~_rnment and.l. more- f'reedODll 
Wan' they- ft tlieir an_stors· liadt evar' ~", 

"Çhrfstiani ty- ~s liardly tto) be taught wiithout in:tusilQr. noticms. cnr 
libert~ and good gov.ernment.' 'l'Jiey al'e iD! the wryr es-sence of.' the' fài~" 

(195) 

Al t!iough expressing: li ttle confidence iD! ADg!o-C1iinese press 

reporis oonaerniDg the insurgents, muotit of' 'Jlte <ffilbœse' Re'VlOllutiOlll 

colIIJIIented' about the f'1ind11Dga: of' CkllJer,y aDœ. ~:(:t96) llacdarllane 

arguecl that Bli±tieh miasionaries 1Itioul'd travell. t:o HauJdiDg and' was 

oonfident tltiatt 

"the Moessar;y iiuebrmaticm, Cconaerniq: 'l!8.ipintr, religious 1lelief'~ wi11l. 
COlDl! to uS'. by' depeea-,. as the Englislb anc),; ~eriœans iD! Ohina erlend 
their intercourse with the v.i.CIltoriouB' partJ"!.'" 

Ma~lane "s singlle v.olrwne oontainedl. lIIaDT o:f the aarlly l'epol"b o-e' the 

msurgent&' whioh were released during; the year 1853 to British reacters~! 

1t cUi!J stress the reliabillity of' Tàiping:' promises of' uDilJimited fOraigm 

trav.ell iD! tHe interior~1 lIB: wrote t ... 
"\te' are assured that ma~ Europe&nl missionaries' are saa1tbBrecl oftr the 
pnovinaea in the lieari of' -the Empire ooeupiecl 'bJr 'D!lem-tB' and that no1t 
one of thelll1 hait suf'f'ered the slightestt mol'estati~'(197f5 

195;' lIradarl'ane, op~'oi t ~1, p,. 8I~ 

196~ l1H.d:;',p.2~ë:;.:p~' SR,p;99: f'or 8DIIlplles· ot tireŒt 'Dorrowinrr. f'rom 
GalŒe177 and Y..'va1r.1 

197 -: .l!.bidl~J"p.94'" 

,-
1 
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'lllie effect in AUgust liB53 of". JJoJin; Oxenf'"ord!."s trans1atiCitm 0$ 

Galmer;yr and' llmn's m.stoire.' de> ]J,I'Insurreotion en Chinlf. Bas allre.ad;r, 

be8Bl d1isaussed!;~ OxenfordJ's supp1ementary CJbapter to the work œonltains 

intsresting reservations andl insights. 

ln·tRe supp1ementar" ohapterr Osenford attampteato ar&w. attent~om 

ava;yr!rom Meadows'''s' pre1iminar" mission- im ear1~ I853 into iDland 

CDiina.;1! Oxenford found this' mission, 'dH. not 1e84', lin the firs1t 

instlanoe to an;r important re sul t ,,~, Re vas one of the firet; Bri ti sh 

oi'Wi1'ians t~: indiàld* .that :Bèml:iam and M"eadows"s 1ri.sit ta Ifan1cfDg" vas 

a British tipllomatio: initiati'V8' whioJh neEided publlic; aOP~4 lIë wrote 

that,," this' fàot 88ems to have e.sOBpeli the at11enlt:icm of MJt. 0alller" 

and li'mDI.~ lIB liad 1tlie f'àU"h,g impressiClUl of" BODhatJl1 and JIeadow's 

"'HB.vi.'ng; 1intGrmecl the Princes ilIl wri ting: ~at aD:$..i' indur.JT to Bri'tislh 
prGPemw ait ~i would! 1:le resent«d," Sl1r Geor. RoDhaml Ilaf'ft 
BBn1d.Dg-. '1"(1.9&) 

Oxelllford! ct8llied: that the 'DàipiD.gJ3 were' Eastern Christiane. 

\fri ti'ng:iin I853 of the. 'llr::lime"tn-ioal em&ss:iic: (J:btaihea: iiBrl3Onllam1 ami 

JIeadbwsr lie alSserted!t 

"'lUie above docmment giv.es' no reason to suppose that the insurgents are 
œtlierwiise thàn orthodOr CbDf'uoians wi th a superstruoture of' spur:iious 
ahri stiani tT~'1 (I99)1 

He empliasize& tliat British oitizens should understami ttiat ~ip~ 

lt9~1 «aJl]Je1W and ~m.spgr;w~'';~.r wi th a suppreme~ chap1ter ~ 
.lohm Oxenford, p.28.9-.' 
:l99:.;! ltbicJ) ... ~.296),.p;''312;1 

"-

1 
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armies liera- seizi.n:g; gadual pol)i tiaal), aontroll of China: 

11' m their opiniODl of' the magnitude and:. importanee of the re~~iODl D. aalll)eryr and' YI'vanl have pro_d' thelll'Be~s adiDirabliy correcr.tt.-'~ •• 'titi.e 
insurgents- or as tlie ~-Gtiœse papers now _111 tliem; WB "pa"tiriœt.s"', 
liave not onl;r; retaiœd possessiODl of lfBnk'firo liut oro tlie ISth of rra.;r 
oaptureOl AmoYl:'~. ~'" 

lm the Rèustaript tlo the lioak" O:aenf'ordi. CIIOntinuecl thilt. fa'\U)urablJe 

iiapressicmc 

"'mla-' insurrec:ttiom is mak1ug: BteadT prog.r4!~s" and the popular hatred 
CIlf tlie IDAndarina appeuB' to 1la: um;v.ersa.l!..'';'_"'(200) 

'llhe, reponts oir «rommandar FialiBournEl' vere, al so oonsidered 110; be 

l!&liabl!S.~' FiBhbourne wae an acJanumt supporter oe- Briitislh Prote~, 

missianar.y endeavours' iDl China. lIé was the:' author of.' a '5o:ak" pu'tilis1ied 

in:! LonclOnl in 1855',> entitl'ec1l ImpressicmB' cd' ChiiDar amI the ETesent 

Rè!9I!u.tionll its' Progress and PhJapecrlis-;; lU! JralJ;rr 1855,. a oon:tirilbitolt 

to 1;!he :British Qilarterll Rev.iew used severa1 axtraŒti:s fromt El'islt1iourne's 

work as the major sourcœ for his art:tcdle,~t'mie Jrnaurpnt POwer im c:tiDa",~. 

'mii.s- wri ter liact 0ni1J;r one majj)r compl'ain1t 1fi th Fishbourne "s work: 

"there ie great vaut 0" skil!ll in presenting' the ma1#eriali. of' whiclh i-tt 
consiriB~~'(201) 

F1sli:tiDurn& "s reportts were erlremelJ;r usetull to 1ih:tis wri 11er. 

De,spite deareasi:aœ ènthusiaSlUl :iinl B2n.taim fcr.r tfhB Chinese insurree:tiODJ, 

Flsli:tiDurne' remai1œd:, defimtl.1ielJy," oommi t1ted: to> tlie 'Daipiugs.l Re drew 

e"P.I.denoe" which supportect. the iml:ltia]J. ent'liusiaBtiClt. ftportts im lfov.emœr 

1853 LOf' the Br:litish Quarte-rll.w ReVJJiew,. frOJD'lliis 0lfIll contaCDts witlh lJ!à.iping: 

ohienailm~ J'1slibourne "s book 1I&S a coll.ll.ectiC!lU1 oir lits 01flIl observations 

200. e8]])er;y: and ~, na.stor;r;: .... ,.p .. 3I65,.p .. 323~' 

201;:~.R,.R:.·,Vïoll~. 22,. 1l0c&;cr.l.~;,p;In.' 
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throughout the periad: I853 tœ 1855 CDxmern~ msurgem: chapes of" 

He rec:01'C!ed! that he vas enoouraged l)yr repo.r1ts in1 January' 1854 

ri" ctespondElllCBJ iim Pe~ He: IDSn:tiioue:dl the l!eport~ im the Peking; Gaset1ia 

of a censor ami: imperia1 inspectoIt' of' the· eemœalL part o~ 1me _ ~ 

CJ1.f.f Hèking~ 'lUits oensor vrote> that,," we' 1eal!Dl t'ha1t the capture, of'. tlia1t 

cityr amf. ~e :tIIàmll. ~ the- Tàrtar d3DastN! ls 1m.t': a questiOltlaf time '~' 

li"islitiDurne vas c:on:tid'emt tbat the Ifanohu Imperial reg,ime' was nsar-

coIDl'apse: 

"'If" they are not popular tliere (Peld.'tri1, vhere cam they be supposed 
tœ lm? It i ~ gui t'a cdear that their :taIl!. would; soares 1le the subjj!c1t 
of rep-e1t vœ a siDglls Ohinese.": (292») 

lfi.slibourne bnmtlly' oontradiated!. prevailliug: notions of 'Dà.iping: 

bar'8arfsm vith proo!' that the Ohinese populBa vere attraCJtiad bas 

to their homes im Tà.ip~oeupied! a:neaa: 

"'Apiinl VEl· sav' ~ peoplle as W6.' passedl &long; oarryiDg: back their 
:Olmi turEf, as they d"idJ. at' Sbangtiae·,. oonf'id'euae baviDg raturnedl~'" 

Be vas a sld.~ apo1ogist; for Taiping: barbaril!llD'1 and!. fOr the s~rii~ 

of disoip1i.ll& m Taiping: mil!itary operatioll8: 

'"mi-e ooele cd' moralls ~i ... ~.:~_gpi:a~" bull; i1t ls no) dou'1lti; aclminis11:e-red!. 
vltli.l justlce- and; mer~.:':" ana:. iit llr. probable that a la", of sua 
charaoter ls neGSssaryr for the Iow ancf cJ:-eprav.etl s1iIate in vUolh cmiDa 
:lis at., present.Jt'(203): . 

:Qèpite the aversiOUl byr 1855 of' tlie British Protestant: misslouaryr 

colmnm1Lty to a~ suggestiom of' f'ederated Protest8.Dlli.JJl&i'ping: ev.a.ngell.iSllllr 

lfislibourne ~s1m1l_.;.int'4~4 hi s' }topes for 'Da1:ping Ohristiani~~' W'li.i.Ie 

202;"Q.g~!",,0l1l.~ 22,Jlo:o;,oi:tt~,.pp~~ 

2013; ll1iidl.',l)P~~O:';; 
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remarking; upon a 'l'àipi~ communiaatliom iD. Aprill Jl853 ta> Bonh8.lJl1, Erislil-· 

boume assertied: 

",! was satiafiedJ. :f!".cODll the tirst that 'tih~ we-re· writtem 'DNr pe~aon:s. 
who 'tie.t'fien' u.ndimstoott a.ml! more- appre:c:latadi tlie sonellle of Chrf.st.iani t)'! 
than do peopIDe oonstituting tlia maas of Chririemto~"(2041-); 

1!1dtiourmt OPenl7 oodesteti the pre'UalJeDt opi.nicms 01! ma~ 

Bri'1iislh Protatrtian'lt organisations and' a majj:)ri ty of British jOUl'Dal!is1ts~1 

'Dlie 'l!aiping: mov.ement,. lie f"oum1!,. trom the hg!) nmf'lJg" liaS llimt'tiec:la 

'"'they ao DDt; atiempt ~ inv.ed a· BURa or acDl any1;Ibing to,. or 'tiake 
!rom, the word! of' CIb~~ We' have thulf. a C01lllllODl damJardl of' t:ru.W1, tiiougl:h 
the~, owiug: to eduoation and the d1ifticultiies ot· la.nguap,. ciraw 
somewliat cJ.1i~ferent aonduBfonB' and umritfl.nglJy 1DtÏ.:m- up mucm1 that fa 
unsatidaot017 and' inuoagi UUBB"tD.th-, their statl.ememhs ~ trutJb,. 1:bJlIt; 
tlieyr, not peroei~ this' immJJBJ"Uii~,. putitfslil i'v. and! stillll. insis1t 
tlhat our religiOlXJ is ona and tIha'1t. "8' are breWre."' 

me plleaclecll. for a' renewed! Br:litish aommi turent- tG> We 'DaipiDget 

"ane tliBre' no:t ma~ who) are as wid8',. or nearly SOY' froDll tlte ~ far 
wider OBI soma pCJ:dints, and1 yet WEl' d'œ not take't:Jdm1l:a.mt suf'f.idient 81-"0'UD'll 
upom whictil to question their sinc.erity (J1!' to refusa' pO'Diticall 
intelTCOUllse"-" 

BB questicmad wllfttiBr· a plTOper]y fnstmœted Cllirfstian" ]eading: a 

OliriistiannlJi1fa:, cmu1d c:onaoi'entiousl\Y" inritla pO'lli t:l.oall. diasensiom D 

o:tlier human beings; nslibourne concrlucbJd:a 

''':lit ware uP.~@8' to wish> ttiat tli:eYl~h'8 '.naipiuga] Had beam liri;tter 
imrtiruote~I.~.I.' had tlhey lleen 'Better instruC!ted in the prina:l.plles ami 
preoeptrs of Ohristianity, in a]l!. pro-~bility the$' would not Have beem 
fbundl raising' the standard of revoD:tt.~1(205)) 

- - - - - -J 
204l.~ !.Q.R,.',~V!o1l. 22,loo.o±t.,pp.'l!g&-I29. S'ee pp:.69-10,pSO for :fUrther 
enraots' t'rom' Fishbourne"B' account~l 

205. :mid;',p~~I3); 
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c~: Britism Writers (lpposing: the Insurreœiam Ia.$3=If!56J 

1;1 Barn., œiw.l.lJian IfatsDialls! apposi. 'Dàiping cnaims l!8D3 

'llb) det'er.mine:' what sourcœs ~ Brlitisliljj:)urualiris UBed to: 

cpouni~er."ba:DanCl& optlimistiQ) andl. amti.tilo.us repor1ts atf poillitioalJ. and 

religious' l!eV.Ol'ution in China"cnœ should: CIODBUll.t e:arIJ;r' cli:m.lli!an material!s 

wlitolb were ori tioalL ot' tlie: lJ!àipiDgs.! 

JrnJ B'.o_mliar' lB53" a con:b'ilhttor to tHe British QuarterlLW RENie.w 

deal t severe]Jr ri tli a' pamphle'ft wri 1ttien '6;r Hw. .James' Rulle.' rmœ, 

j9uru.liBtt touml the pamphle'ft to lie "d1she&rtenins;' thouglhDOltt 

tuJœeasonable t~' RUl'e liad!. croDJtiradïded earlly'r reportis am1l tiaims ot 

British missionaries and disoov.erea 

"absurdl. &net 'tiXasplielllOus opiini.ontt- "hich .. are mixecl up "i th tlie importiaDrti; 
'tru:tItis in tHe liooks 01!' the insurgenta,;fl' 

Mlce Cà.ll1'er.y and: 'Y!\1I:aD;"~ RWDe fndica'tedl 1fflat t'lie- 'llaiping: mo_meD1lt 1faS 

rathel""tam a1rD.ir af" th~ JJaBUits'.~ Ku3le.s pampliile1t liowev;er :forcœdJ tb 

wri ter: iD! the Bri ti!!h Cltuarterllyr R8VJiev ta' con:!ess: 

"'llliere: has' not lieell! enough tima :IR ttJiBmJrBriitislit ProtestaJ11lt mti;ssicmar:iies 
lin <lliinà.l or ~one e']Jse, t~ to~ llike a oalllr and' eompl!e1œ 
j)ufgl:Dent ot the wholJe caS8'."11 

Bbwev.er, .. RulJe"s: pioneering" oritioiSlDlwas rejea.ted' with tHe disoo_r.w 

CJ1"". some stro~ prejudice ot his 01fDl against relialllJfcms ami revolutions

of al], kfnd'a·;~06) 

Rule and' ftslitiourne were eorl\1eotur~ tila1t pure ChristianitJr iD! 

i ts Westerm Pro:test&nt; tOl'lllJ 'W&S anti-revollut;on&l'J1,. pacàtiey andi 

iinuapa1me of',.·prodl1Œl.ng: ~ gomt", as' tlie Bri.tislh Quarierl!.y· ReViiew 

_ admit1led4' MoBtt British journalists ancirobserv.ers liowav:er were keem 



(: 
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1io' suppor1t British Protestant miBsicmar;y emleavours on the Ghina 

c.oastt.;; 'mie sugg."8sticms of' C8.1l!e1"$ and YtVan aiul' Abat lfuc t!iat interuall. 

pO'llitioal diasens:lion, inJ Ghina amJJ Roman' e&thol&aiBlllltratlier ttian 

Br:ii.tish Rrota-stantism,oausa-d œti'V'S <mùnese to seime pctllitioalJ, 

authori t;w wa-re 1œoulneaome;~ Ind:lireœ:tlly,. these. Frenofu oliaerv.ers 

womlere4 How true wera- the ctlaimB of British ~estant miasionaries 

that they- "ere treating,- the Chinese peoplle tairlJy~cdh ProtestaJllt; 

màiss:icmari~s àid!. li-. 'UDIler the jum.sticttonJ ot represe.ntatiV!8s of 

the: "i tish Œb'\œrnme.n:t, :lin' ~ina.; If' the Br.:ii.tish liliBralJ, tradi ticml 

mould toll.erate the. Pomp,oei.t71 and1 inbrnaticmal1 cHsg:r.aoa surrollndliiDg 

the Firs1t Opi_ W"alt'" how tl!'U.'B1;Wo~ was tlie British Proteriant 

1œadi:ti%ml1l.'1lbw oould2. the «minese re'speri missicmaries "ho~ ol',ed tlieir 

pr:i:vdl!s&f3d' position to a treat;w sigzœd umer d'Uress,. and wHo ,Di'\œd :iDl 

tlie same aommunity- aB' representatiVi9s' of the' lB!l"i~islb (IO-v:ernment?, 

'llb:, d'eQ' ~ 1853, as Rure and! others would' cfOJ, tha1t, ErotestlaDlit 

atirtstianit71 ahoul'L prowke l'ilierall sentiments and' to~ questian tlie 

charaoter of liberal. ~s iiD EDgllaml WAs a cHallenge 110 1ffi:e 

integrity-r of the British! pu'iilJj:e.' lS.Uctb questions miglii; cause anttilrtiJarest

eel British.! ollBernr ta, question wliy lie,ew liiis Gb'wernmen1t.,. Gr Great; 

Br:i. tain~as im OliiDa at a111.1' SUalil an ollserver IIItLglit cr.iti.*tip prevall.eDllt 

:fdeas in: BritaiDJ o~ "eniightenlid! ttreatlD9lllt of :fre.lllJow manf'and fiDB.~ 

woulJdl c.omrl.11de.' that the mos1t reasonallille.:.;'!oourse' was the advantœment ~ 

lbls owm personal intereds~ T>hinking"1,along: 'tihe.se.' line.s en:aouraged. maDlW 

British write.rs to lonk agaim t'br opportumi.-ties for Britislh enterpris& 

illJ China~ 

,-
1 
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«harles Maof'arlJane"s The Ohinese Re'Vn11u.tio11l~iiiiu[ud:ecl am 

amm;y.mous lJet:tier to tlie <ni:ina Mail! of atIl individUal 1iaking: tlie 

pemœme,.''mtDServati~",;1 1JlliB· "(1bnservativ.e"1 oftered: an alternativ.e' 110, 

Rulle and Gallller,rr an.d2 Yvan "s' suspiŒLons;! 'l!lie ItIDmservativ.e'" wom:lered 

whJ'r Ghristian: theologi~ns im Ghina oould. express support for the' 

'll8.ipiD&'JDOv.ement,.f The Tàiping campaign _ take pOlll1"bicall control o:e' 1 

nev.er' apprav;e a 

"Œb~ has giv.en ua- His llbl'y Wbl'll lly whicdh to ~p of' the conduoit1,oir. 
me&l :m it there ia- no prinaiplle more e%l)licitl1;y' cteciared than thiis, 
tliat we JfJB:F do no evill. tliat good: lIIay' vome,. ne:ii.tl1er !Day! we approw 
of ~t or re:jj)fae at i t when d'One 'tiJr others~'1 

Hé ind'iaated: that; :lit was sinftdl a.mt: d!estruotive' eBr~l1lie;;:~iiPqp: 

'tio'l altter the essentials of' Protestant Cliristian :h.i.th and' to ptlter 

their f"olJ].'owers into armiea- whioh ravapd the oount'r,yside'l 

"'1 CIaDDOt regard. the prosti:til1li'DDnof tlie sacred. name of' JJelIovaiii and 
Ms ble:ssad, SOm our Sàvio1m 'Dlr .is murcterous' band of' iOoDDcllastic 
mal!&u4era,. lin alaim~ to be sent of Œbc! and d'e~ÏDg,' that lie 
Jri.raouJ.ious~ aids them im warfare; ,. bwt wi.i1ffi' tlte deeperi abliorrencae' 
and regret .". 

W'i.i1fuout 1?derring: to organize,d', British religious life' im China" he' 

etrongl.;y- impllied tbat a true Prote:stanit would:, not:: inB'tiga'tis. pCJ'lliti_:V, 

unra:st in a nationl 

"'BUt wliat are: these outwardl fOrms amt ol:1Bervancœs(re:ferriiDg: 'tœ 'llaiiping 
re-ligious aeremoDJiesJ where We 1mmrualJ- graae. and spiri 1t of' the 
GOspel!., wliicdh is' "peace on eartlitl ' andtlgooct wilJll 'tio me~'·,. "!Ilo~_:tto> 
enemtes"'" "t'lie patlieDJli ctbse~mœ of' perseouti.o~I',. are want'ùQr .. ' Bir 
its ftoui.=rt tlie 'tiree ie' kno1fDle"' (207)' 

2.' 'l!Jie Writings of' Thomas 'NJ,:ylor M"eadOw8 ]853-1856 

:Et; lias been assumecE. that ~'.'F. M'eadowa- oontinuousl1;y' supported 

"-

1 



tlie Taipings~! 'llà.king;. the apppoa.oh of' the tlmbnservativetl
! tHat,,"Dr, rts 

fblit the tre .. is knoW'lll' ,. one disoovers that Meadows"s support:; f'or tli:e' 

'Dà.ipinga Bhould' be more: cautiously naluat.ed:.~ pa.rt:iioullar, liIns writings 

prior to the .A:rroW War' should! be oonsWL1œcl~- At liBn1dlng: imüd!-l!853" 

Meadolf&' asseried. the ftl.irness of' Br:iitish clfploma~.; lIblfever,. lie 

aggressively' ctema.nded privr.l.lJeges trom1 the Tàipings iD! mid-I853 

lfi thout prior negotiatiom "i'th the~" Bbtlil he and: lJOnh.a,ml f'oraed! 

'l!a:iiping- cdlief'tainu to acroept: the tlî1iapartial.:'" right of' Bti tislh ot'fie:ia.l s 

to iinterf'ere in the criv.d.D. var b.r threai1eniug- to use British armaments 

a1t. Nan:kin~ (B)"Beu~'lÜJ.flf cHd DOt' keep tJle lI'riit1sh trClllll cminese 

battllef':iielJda and,:, in. efteoif Decmme a re8pon:sitilli~ of tha 'Daip:llngs 

a1t BAnkiiq: andl of the l!iDper.ialiiriB' in the trea~ paria: 1to eomp~ lfitlh 

liri tism o:f!f'ioial. lfisliBs~ 

~-B a British of'f'ic.ial :lin China" lIeadows could: perliaps be. said 

to have takem e:messiw int'e:rest iinI poilJitioal!. and: religious dissensiOll1 

HiLs' 'tioak, Dèsul1torzr Ubtes otii th ŒbW1:tDDent and Peopll.e .o'Jr mtina, 

praised! the CODfuoian trad! tiC!JUl of" gowrnID8nt by scholJar gentryt 

,,;t •. ;. tlie finest dOctrines oan obtaim DO influen"QB om the minds of tlie 
poor and~ ignoraœ, or the unthink.ing- dasses, and tHat &vem tha:s6 mast 
consoDant to human f'eelings' maT graduallly llose the holld they may liaw 
gained!, urdess they 1:le constantlly: ~oul.oaiœd 1)y the e:mœplle ami 
instIruotfam of' SOlDe respeotect bo~~"f 

Ils adtnireci traclitionall Chineee underBtanrUrqr: ot thi~ ooncœpt a.nd~ 

upllained that 

.... ~-. 
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ltinJ a1lJ. their wri tings OJ1l gov.er!llllent" we find. the sentiment 
continuall~ recurring t~t. t.he 1lest 1aws are of DO use., if' not; enf'orced 
~ the wise and. ta1ente~.~.; ... tI~208l 

M"eadows' oonsequent1y a.ppears diametrioallJJy opposed to soe:i.al 

and1 pO'JJi tiaall chaD88 whioh crould dlj,sturlll tHe tradi tional1 Cbmtuu::i.an 

lJep,ll f'ramework;l lIeadbws focusecl UPOlIJ the cronnectiChll in tiie CbnfU.œia.'n 
• 
traditiOn' bet'ween scho1arlly,r aohiewmeJllt and.l. oftiaia1 appamtme~ ~.1 

emphasfring' thill' :f!'àator in his 'Book,'Dli-e <nd.nese and,: their Rebellions. 

lm I856., lteadows wa1l: proud1, that his Desul1:torn lfotes_im 1846: and 

Iii. t. llet:tœr wri t'ten,. ta ~ar beforEl tHe neDlt -, precticr.tisd pa,llitioall. 

imnu!rEldioUl in 0hiDa~ Ha- obiously' 'Be1iev.edJ. :iirD MiJ.cauJla~s d!ietlmr. 

tliat Itl!cmg: expariGnce"' ami lt3mnetia1œ accessit' to tfte mnua pro:bllelll1 

wera the '6e:st cri tEl1'ia to determine the rUev.ence of' of'l'ieiall or 

ciw.l.1ian reports from' China;! (11») 

He ooDSictered that British oDserv;ers of Chiua aff'airs. im 

Great :ari iBin llaokedi experienae im the China fiellcit , 

.. ,;~;'~ .. tlie erroJœOus oomrlusions arriv:ecll at by the inteillleo.t:s of.' the firstt 
ord!er has pro-v:edJ to me that the pulilia: im the \fe S'tt, lias mJ1ft yet thEl 
data necessa17to the formaticm of' in~ependeut jjldlgmeuta iiDl Ctinese 
and: {tJierefore) .A:DglJo-ahinese af'f'a:iirs~'" 

m1nalJ1~ lie defined his'o:ooupationa1 rolle as 

lia polJitiaa1 meteoroDogist who,. when an:mious to gain, attention to his 
opinions on the present etate of the: poli tica1 a1mlospliere' and the: 
me&BUrElS which Ut dlemamts·" points to tfte fao1t that he lias ~CI:Oeeded 
tn fortel.!lJing: ooming oonvulsions of the pollitica1 e1ements·.l ' (209) 

lProJUl 1853 ta) l!856" Meadows' was not emotional1lJy commi t1tecl. to the 

Tàipings 1ike Charles M'aof'a,r1ane or Gbmmand'tm, Fishllourne': Xeadows 

208'~ Keadows,. DeBUil. tor;r Bbtes;f~ ... ,p"I53~' 

209\~ Meadows, 'mle C!hinesEl~; ...... ,p.I89;j 

~ 3.ee·_Alppeml:iŒ 1ft. pp;;;}14-l1.1)f'p.3~a-a'&'3 for d'evelJopment of tliis 
diŒt~· 

,-
- •• "'1 
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insteadapo1:ogizedJ. for erlsting:- poIDitioal dissent inlOhina with a 

pysohologioall e2lPl'aDati:om of 'l3à.iping:\fang"s appeall. to uativ.e Çhinese: 

n,;,... tlt1:f originatiOlll, if not the ul.ltimate triumplh of' relitiious 
muv.ementa" wliittliel!! oo~rsions or rErViv.a.1:s,.. rests larply om the merely 
sympathetiœ affeotiona.'1tl 

Meaàovs seemeœ only p]ea~t~ surprised by the nnmber of Chinese 

who were attracr.t:edl to 'l3à.iping- camps.: In I856,lia' etiJllllieId mov.ementa 

baselt upon religious fantioiEllJll iIll contempt-, espeo::i.alJlJy fi":' theJ.7 threa1t.ened. 

the basis o:e' sooial etabilitr, fn a nati1m.' He spoke' of' 

"'tne temporary suecess of even those: religious movements tlia:ti; are 
both in'tiellJeo.tual~ a.nœ moral:lly;-, d:eoidea:D$ of a retrogracie' or downward 
oharaoter al! oompared: with t lie etate of the generall. soC!liety inl whicnl 
tliey appear."{2:m) 

Meadovs vas olmLously ODlIIDitted! to support British pOliCJT 'IJr. his 

offioial POilüiODl of mhinese in'terpreter to the Shangliaf Bl'1tislh 

c:o~lIe liad.!. apparentlly not evaluatedl the means which he and'. Bollham1 

used! d'ec1siv.eIly' in mici-I853 to force the 'l!à.ipings to respecrt; British 

priVJilleges and ctiplomatiœ immnni tiea;' In i'tal.1icœ,. lie could st3illll. 

daf'inŒ the A*iàmiJJ!' "DDm-intervention!': vi thou1t evaluating his OWDI 

<JOmn-i1h1.1üOll1 im 1853 to oft'ioial poliCJ7: 

n, Tliat no natiom has the èriglit 110 a1d!,. by{ aotual foree. or iDlttI.midatioœ" 
one. of tne <JOJ11ten.a.m~ partie.-s im &DlI' otlier.-· natio~. UDiIless' i1t is tu
c:oWtter'Da]Jancœ the ai'd1. given to the opposite party 1:I;y7 a third! 
uati~"(2n)\ 

As a aon:sular "iDe.teorcrlogiBt", Kead:ows expl!ainecI the d:eviatiom 01' 

Britislh poliOJ" in China froID' deC'laratioml of' neutrall. int.enit.' IIh did so 

iu a manner oharaoterietiœ of explJaDatiCJ!JB o-f'fered in' 1:853 bN'r liimsel:t 

",,--2IO'.~ Keadowa, .. 'DIte, <1hinese.'f' .. ',·pp.89-90~' 
211': I1:Jiid. •. ,-p.467 .. 

1 
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and BOnham" Dy Aloo-ok from l ]853 ~o 1855 im Sliangliaf~iiill:.2jjioJn:'Slc'f' 

to liis' nnLSSionl im 185ai 'to the ilrt.erioll'r ami 1);w Rea~dmirall. Bbpe :iim 

I862 foIDlowing British armeœ interv.euti~: Defenae otBritisfu 

of'fioi.al oommi tments,. "the British po'Si tion~",. andJ lI'tlte leg1 tima11e 

in~restB of" British oivilians'" were-' paramourrlt coiœiderationB of' 

off'imlallà who dra:fted suoh e:x:planations;~ Meadbws wrote im 1856:1 

"'If' "theref'ore-, arr$' OJœ af" the natiolIS conneoted with China is direofi1y: 
a'titaoked in i t s legi timate interests- by' the ~inese- tlien f'Uillll. lliti:ertfNr 
mus1i 'Be aocordecf 1t to obtain recIress by,-r1forc:e~;.. :lim ma'ftitsrs of' 
re-ligiO'lIl "tihe;y.f[ foreigm nations1 mayr aot together im 8CJ) far as 
proJtectfDg to the same erled the missiouarias of" their respecti,:"e 
oountries fs G:OmœrzœcL1t!{2I2); 

'mie ~ecedling: statemeJIll; cronta:iins DO' mentiom of' 'l!afping àl:1Jrqeriall.

is1t belligeremt rigll.ts~j lfor dcœs' th&' preoeding: statement indioate 1ma:tt 

lIaadows' gave uniIlfDJ'lted. support!; to uativ.e: insurgents" as w&s cllaimad 'bJr 

Br:i.-tish oiliserv.ers,. BUC!h as Augustus lamlll9JT;' 

j;~ 'Db&' Cbmmentargr cd' Ro'6e%!t IDbrtt:u.ne 

li'r01lll 1853 to :œ56'~ British journalists of.'t'8llJ referred; to Rober1t 

Fortune .s' oommedaries·;i FOrtUne performed. val'uablle service for tHe 

and1 China.' He was the author of" t'wo lioaks enti tlee! W8.nd:erings Url CliiDa. 

pulilishect im 18477 m Lomlom,. andl. ~ JTourney to tlie Tea ~trfes o-t 

mtina, pu'6lisliedl in! Jr852 fm lIiomlon." 'mi:Bse warks' deBGri1led liis researcriiBs 

into Chine se teas and Chinese bot~' andJ gave reliable ~rmatiO!ll ta, 

Bri tish raaders aonaerningo the possible meana' of travell. int'o We <nii.nese 

:linterior." 

.. _ ..... _ ... 3-

1 

j 
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~::::' Bris rater book" lt: Residence A'mong tlia Cliines&,. VUblisltecl mr lB5""'

::tim lIiomJ.'cmI" listel! ~ of liis' observaticma' matte, durliD8n't1:1a'P~adinc . 

J'tears in. OlliDa;t HiJ was one of the firet British olIserv.ers- iïnl China wlio 

after gaiJlll..Jqf: aaeS8 to the iinterior~ e%pressed frritatiOlll witlh tlie 

forces of' pO'J:itioal insurreœti~i As' '«8111 aB pro41lC1:i.n:g' panic: ~ liis 

Chinese assistants in. Shanghai, the preseno.e of and.nsurreetiOJm17 

fora Iiin the interior or om the GOastt hinderea Ms ilmestigaticnœ: 

"Oul retU1"ld..D:c to SbangJiaa:,. l :round no progress 1fliat~r liacf hem made, 
and imleect man "s lIIIÏ.~ere so fUlll of' re:1lelllic:mJ ~ :lm tlie aountry;
at 'tihat t:11ae that li.l.:e elss; aould! have beeDl axpeotecli'it· (213») 

On more- than one o~siiom,. li'brt'une cri tioiis_ the: soœalJ. class a.nd!. 

ra-gionalJ limitatiom olr imNrgeDi 'I:Ia.mts;t,lPOr uamplle. he' descri1ied'. the' 

1ieginmiup o~ tlie Kuangsi insurrea.ticnm: 

", .. 1f~~:' lb:Indrede œI!' thousands o:f :fields liera: ll7ing:- 'UDIIUll.tivatiedf tlilJ. 
oolllJllUD:ioatioms' lIere- im the bands of' the outllallS,. so 1I:ha1t the. supp:Dies 
of tlie gov.ermaent'", aould DDt trave]Q{2I4)'; 

4.; mmo-lusfon 

lI'm the period! ]853 1m I856, :ari tish o1Jse~rs' wro1le about til:e 

'llh.iipinp and'. llritish! poliOW iD! Chiua.FrolDlloidl-l8:53, mos1t CJl1il!Ie~rs 1mok 

uottae af the '!àipiDga- alter they haci. emmined! rel'iable matBrialls 

aoucern1.ug- the insurgents;~ 

'mis.' 1!esur~no-e of Blritish pllans and! of British, interest im the· 

Cliinese in:tierior was more: impor1#ant to British llriters tbaltJ tlte. religious 

213.1 Roliart Fbrt'umJ~ A,. Rasicnmoe AiDon#; the ~se {Lomiom"I857!),p.ns.. 

2Lf: ~.!,p .• 8;t 5ee also IlH.ct;·p»~~ for ilIlustratiolJl o-e Fortune.a 
bi 'tterness to t'he Triadls at Shanghai.':J 
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and'. moral lite Cff the insur~nts',. iïn::surpnt pollitioal reIJiabillity,or 

'llà.iping promises to .111ow unilimitedl foreign travel intc)) the imtisrior 

upom the formation o~ a 'Nriping- ~sty~1 lrltl Jt8!3 and :n855,. a more 

aritical!. awaraneas of events- in:! cmiDa waa raidorcœd. by ea.lJ]J~ryr and: Yftmm 

and A b~ HUœ"s' aaco.umm of their traw-lls' in the' imœ:rior;~ 'lllieir 

aCIICounts- andJ those: Ù1l mll.&.I853 of :BI!i.'tish cl.'itios of.' the 'llaipiup 

oha~~. the· nature- and &ssumptioma' of British pcrllitiaalL and!, 

lutligious in:sti~ticmallllite:.: 

~giimullrg' in! ~ ]1853 vith We Erd1ilrDuré Hè.'VJiew, Brntislh o.lJaarwers 

riro~ bepUl to :l!'avour greabr d8'œl1opment. af Briitish idares1m iiul 

Ghina;j :BJ' :1856·,. mosit British relligiouB' orpnizations,. jj)U1'D&lis1m,. ami 
.. ~ . 

~cl o'tiserver8' vera eomdirœ:ec! that thefr ob~cd;i~s woul'ci De' 

aoti:!e-tl8d 'l:\w var,:!if' neClSSBarJT~' titJillillie Chinese Gbwrnment;1 

Wliem the: 'llaiPtugB ad other insurgenta begaUl'fic lose, tlie advan:tap' 

of aontiDuing victories OV'.er tlie M"anatius,. mori lJr:htish putilimaticms 

withdrew ~Ormer optimisti~ reports- about 1ifuI" 'Daipings;' Iiœtleacl,. tlie1! 

ŒDiticrizecn vHat tliey d!iso.o~ed to b~ lJl8.iping: re1igious" moralL, a.ndl 

poi1litioal" defia:i.enaies'~ &1t the same:, time.,. British offioialls" earlli.er 

a1itaaked by Brittish wri1mvs for taking: a pra-Imperialisit bi'as,. were 

adVJ.I.sed JaeOra We Amow liar' 'ti;y' ma~ of thes& same puilioation:s: 'fic

promo1#a- Bri'tish interests by war,if naaanary~ 

Nb1#able exo:eptiouu' to 'tibis pat~1'DI W8l'8 the British Quartterll 

R8v1iew and! <nmunanàer Fiislt'BDurne who in :t855 belJiev.ed the 'Dà.ipinga 

CIOul. sti1!ll be worthwhil'e to British missicmaryl endesvours i1rJ 0tiua;~ 

········>-1 
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c. 
lilbr these o-llserv:era" the: 'll"aipin8J:s- stlillll repr&sentedl :sritish~ inItares1ts 

im the inhrior'; 

Er.cmr1l!853 1m 18565, British obs&r.v.e1!s reaognizec! that a B%!itislh 

poilJi~ of' neutrality in! the œLw.Im war 1f8.S inoper.atiVJe~~ British 

Gfl'lo:1.al's- and œ:VJillians were- ilttiBrt'eriug iim blDigereDlf; af'fa,Ù!sJ 

W!Iith BUch otf'ioial iin1ierf.erenae,. Bri'tislh observers- f'elJ:ti that: 

Britialh aivUJiam interests- shouDi '6&" ez1œnd'ecl in ChiDa~' in I8565,. 

Bbwring"s commencement o~' lioatiilities vas mer&"lJ3r aD! euac:t;me!Jllt, of' 

lIriïtish of'f'ioial poiiqr,whiatilllOst- British writers preriouallTt promoted;: 

& ]856),lla.aal &g:ression m' Gantom suiitedJ. the reoommeDdatioms: :iln. 

JTanuar,rr and! ~ 1854 oB. lI!IJaoJafoodts !aBarinB~ 

.rua wil1l1 be shown lm Gliapter 'l3lœae,.. Briitish crl:V!.I.llian attitudes 

oomwl'Uing: th&! 'l'àipinge w~e afteated: by' DOwring; and! Parkes"s 

l!aDB1I'&lJ- o~ hQd1lJitliaBi:tin[~5~ W~th tlie approaolh of &DOtlter 1meatJ9' 

set1:Jlemem" a Dative Chinese' ~ of' InsurpnOJT 1f8.S giVJen secomlaryr 

notiC8': 
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<nmE'DER THREE 

BRmIsm P.U:BLIC: OPINION! AND' THE 'l'"Al!PINOO 

1862 

imlls oti~p1#er erl:ends the anal'pis Œtf Bri. tish periodicm.lL and 

aiv.ilian commentary CJOJmerning the 'l!kipings into tlie period o-t tJte 

second! treat;w settlemeBlt œt <Jli:iDa vi th the toriErgn; powers.lii tlh am 

UDdenetandiug: British c:iVJilian attitudes .llefore l!856 conaerning: tlte 

insurgents andl. conoerning: the turtherallC&. o~ Britislh interes1ts in 

<mina" i't is nOJft ·di:t.ficulJ..tt tOi fbmwtlie dev.elopment of public: attitudes 

to the Arrov Wan- and 1ro 1tJie continu.in:g: presenme o-t the 'Dà.ipinp iDl 

t:tie (lliiuese. imt:eriar;; 

Aftsr· I85ô:y. the majorit';yr of »ri tish: journalistB c:i. t'ad Md DOt offe-r 

:f"u.rt7lier rsuppar1t in tl:i;eir writings tG" the 'Dà.ipings;! ~ Brit'islh ;iPUl'JD. 

alis1ts fo:oused: upon BOwringt's' writings aml~ al8()) upom 'R'.'n'. Keadows"s 

1:iook,'11lie <Jliinese and t'heir RebelJlions. Jrm ao..tualityr, tlte maj'orityr of 

Bri ti eh vr1 tem cri tecl implJiedJ. 1iè~.:;re the '.Drea-:t;y <d 'Uient sim 1im I85Si and: 

before tlie abmrention of Peking- fn~ 1860:· that because British; Viicto17 

ov.er the linperfalis'ti:s vas immiuent-" and bEumuse "llege.:Jl. status. was 

a1:iout: to be gra.n.ted tl)l Bri tislh tra'Vl'8lJl1ers inl inl'and <mD.ua" tfta 

Imperialistt regime hado. to 'De stren.g:theDe~' Oncs Brit'ish w.:otor.w in 

China appeared eertai~ soma British writers ~bund tliey Bad. t'~ re-eval

uate Chinesa charaoter;; For' thsse wri 1ters,. nativ..e: mBl1n'eenon.1 iD) CadiDa 

beoame ant;':f,..Ctirist ian,. pœli tioalJl1y.r amt±-tradi ttonalJ.,. and a lilLmiranme 

ta' tlie i"Ul.fiilment of Bri'tish treatyr priVJillege-s;: 
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FO-lllowiDg' news of t'he o:ommenasment im ][856, of lios1ti.Di ties :iiDl 

canton;, and: wi tlb the Gènerall Elleoti<mJ :inl Ia~7f, a series of' artial!s:~ 

appeaJl811 im British! jj)urual's~! 'llhese deaD.t: spe:a:Lfioa~ wi tlh tfte' China 

:linlIbm~B of tlie: pariiouil.ar jj)urnal~: Frc:mll I856) ~ 1862,. eer1Ialinl 

British jj)urnalJ.s simplly.- so'l:id1fied the:llr pouitiom oon:cern:ing 'tille 

lJ!à.ipinge andl o:onoerninlS- native- in surr&e1ilIon',.wliltotil tlte~ liad oiliservled 

pI'~~ to-' 1856~' W'ltene'\œr the :l"aiIlftllmen1t of Britislh treatyr rigtiit.s liaS 1 

ai'f"eotect 'tiJ" the 'DàipiDg' presenae iD' the imterior, British j,burnalJ.s,. 

sucdh as <niam1iers,I!s JJ'ournalJ. liIra.ser"s' Magazine,> and! BiLackwood's,.gave 

f'ragmeDJtaryr but critioal a1itttention to' the 'llàipings;1 Reports of' 'llàipimg: 

acta of barbariSlJl1 or ot.' 'l'àipin~ ctestruœtian œt ÇlII1iolls of' Cltltnese' 

traditionall. JJ±f'e:"suoh, as the HOraellain' 'nOver ~' B8.nkiing'" crea_cl 

crlItieall, d:iJSClUSsiolII af the 'Dà.ipiugs;~ 

Buit as no'tiect im Ohaptar 'Difo" manyr :British wri:ters and ciVJillians, 

incduding' co~ibutora ~o the j,burnals mentioned abcmt,. vere colllfidenrft 
-, 

b1! 1856 of' We ~:vanoearentl; in, the ilrteri~ of :British intaresb.îtcronUZlIts 

im suelh ;iPurnalJ.s pve no fU.rther tav.ourablle mentiOUl of' the 'Dàipings~ 

&tiher f'awura'Sfe British aoc:ounts :lin J!860! tiO'l I861 of" the: 'Daipings d.1.d 

not: veakem sueh opposition to the 'llàipings~; 

A series of' articles appeareif :fUI the earl:y:' mentlisof' 18577 iDl 

lIr1tislh jOurnals, at:tiemp:faÜJti, to eriablish:. tlie Gltina 1nbrestB 01' 

the journal in VJ.i.ew of' the hostiillities inJ :r856 at': mt.DJI;o~' All.tiiough 

tHe tmli'W.dUal reaetiom to BOwriug- and' Hàrkes"s aGti'w.lties 1im ~dmIl 

'\ŒI.ried,. the Brittish mwel"DlDent.s densiom to rene" liostillities witlh 

tRe Jlanohus andl tO' support; BOwriDg' and Parkes in ChfDa vas pneramw. 
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applawled! byr mori wriiters.. British publier interests im Ohina. were' 

furly ctisoussedJ, and! ait'er a reading of British perfodiealJs: aecount:s 

oC tHe Arrow War perfodi,.one CJOJm'ludes tHat cd.VJill'ians in, (lrea1t. Bri1iaim 

were a.maouslly awai tfng: WB 'tireatyr aettllement. BIY7 1857,. DWS cri" tl::i;e 

'Daipinga beoame of aeo:ond'ar,y importanoe 'tic. British writera;' 

Kori jjJurnal1sist· citecf prerious17 liad! aband'Onect Rope before 1856) 

!in tlie 'Daipings as a w.i.able al t'èrnatiw' ta; 'titis Mammus." 'lDie renewall. 

of" Britislilliostillities in; 1856 vith the Manohus agreed!. w:litlh earlJ±er 

recommendatlmm' CIlODDBrn!ng: Briitish poilliOY.T 'b1T lIIaDYi writ&rs.::Et appears 

allmo:s1t cert'aiDl '~tl:iaft :t:i!0lBl 18565 tG) 1862,. Bl!itisJh aœcœmts CIlOncentrated 

upom tlie Manohus andJ. upom treatyr prtw1Jlages t·o lie exaO'ted: trOIUl MancDm 

aCricialLs fo~ Bri~ish, aiv.ilians • 

.. l!m A:pr~l1. 1857,. m am artieme entitlJed "British RelJations Wi-thl 

<ni:IJ.na"" a aodriliutor to> the Ed'iuPnrg!il Raview desori1ied B'Owrfng.' andJ 

arkea"B' di.plJoma~ and1 the renewal' iD! 1856 of' hostil!ities fm ca~! 

VTioeroyr Yem Ki~"em"s' tdmibb_lIn,~seœ:.'1anLFi"xwm:cleti:.;".(jI".*DOIJâ~ to 

BritisH' demande' upon hilD\ was- d'esari1œcl a-s a thrèat to Britisl11. eommercet 

"the tllag: ot' evsry toreign nation onily gramts rig!it:s or seeuri~ in' 
so-· f'ar as a Chinese o:l!f1cr.lal sees fit to allo" i1l;, and the f'iret 
oon:sequeDOB "ould: 'tiB to strike a wliolJe alass of vessells'" f"ormfng: part 
of' our.;:ma:w.l.gatiOlll and: &asential to our trade as reaognised ~ treat~, 
out ot tlia: liat: d' those 11& may: llegitimatelq emplJD3tr and protec:t .. "'(IJ 

. 
Drawing:- support :frODll tlie writings ot BbDtiam and: Meado"s, tltB . 

writer.· pllainly abandôned! anv ClI'llaims of" Denewl1euce towards t'liB Clbinese .. 

Be etre:ased! tbat Briitish 'tiroops were o1Wigated1 to ·f''Orct.b~ 'tieaohl tlie 

«!:hinese to t'rat\; tbreigners wi th respec1tt 

1';; E..R.,.vroll. IO!).,Aprill 1857,,"liritish Relation:s wi'tih China"·,p.519.' 



-172-

"~ere ts' UDdoubtedly a differenue tmour mode o~' dealing vith Easterus 
generallly and: with the great Powers' in Europe;'~'~:~' England puts up wi1tlh 
mare injury and! i.nsul t im a single montlr: troJIII sucih a Power as <mina.~ ..... 
than she wouldl tollerate for a s~e &qr umt.er airaumsta.nces ŒC 
nsarer equa]Ji tY';: .. ~ ;,,' 

"'.: ..... tHe inapjmeSB" of the Cliinese tO) 1learm or profi't 'DNl arq means ~ 
~r iut'ormatiCUll vliialh c:ontinued:. int.erc:ourse briings wi1thim theiir 
reaoh iis c:nœ:' oif the mori; d~scouraging: of the condi t~OJœ a1tliending: 
a])]L ef'fortlJ!t aB' impIfOwment .. 'fi 

~,writer claimedl,that Chinese'poIDitioal, intrausigence Baœ led 

to the aanton ilIoid'ent. lJOwring andJ Parkes"a unemTJiabl:e posftiom was 

seeD'l as 

na lrisaalloullation either as' to' the enemy"s positicml amf meamr Olt' 
reBistauce- or as to tlieir own 'means of c:oerci~"'(2J! 

'DliIis wri ter remained' qui.ïte confident cf the prcper solh1tion to tlle 

d:iif"f1oul t1e8' iin' Clii.na.' He returued tc:, tHe proposaDs ami assessment 

td' the 01iina situat1on"cronNainect i.m tlle JJi1lljy art1de i:DI 1853 oC t!lie 

Ed:linbUrglh Rew.l.ewt 

n sulDnLss1om,. endurance und'er wrong" and patienne umler insul t; ha_ 
in'1œriabl'y'-lledl to tHe agg,ravat1om of alll tliese: ew..lls" wliiIJe om the otl:ter 
liand1,. im no) cne instance ,. lias a walllJ,..cnns1èterecl ami clri:ermiusd 
resistanue to: treatment 1.m every waY' un>juBt1fi.ablla' failled toJ enBU1!a a 
greater'l!Qapecdt andl forbearanue of:' their part.'" 

"C'ommercœ and relligious propagandiSlD1 Qe. tm a great degree, :bœompati,îbl;w 
O'b~ots in ChiDa - if" ~u willl not relinquiah e:ilther,. one mua1t be 
kep:t:, su'tiol'ltinate to the other,. kt db no.t a~empt anytliing: so bratioDall. 
as tc pursue: both at the same time UDdv aomiiticms calleulla1ted cmiIlyr 11'0) 
D9' mutualJ]J;r d:EJstruotiv.e~" (3») 

, Yn J'fane 1857i, w an &rtiO'lJe enti tled! "AmerioaDl Expllorationa ~ 

ami JTapan!", a oontri'tiutor to BlLaolDrood'''s' M'agazius ao1l\tinued tliat 

joumal-s' di.sapproval crE native insurreofl.ou. lDl Januar,r and Ma" 18-54, 

2.~ !I!l.,Yoll.. 105"lJoO'.01t. ,p~52I,p~523,p~525'~ 

3~ ~"p~525,p;549.' 



-173-

a prev.d.ous writer im Black.wo.od'''s .... itic:tzecl ~e 'l'aipings .. Allre~ 

~ JTune- Jr857" the wri tEœ' CJ1lr UimrioaD1.lE2pl~icnwm.<'.ââd·liApantf; 

;Durtiitied! ImperialJ:li~ orueJ..'tiisa agains1t t!ie ~ insurge Dt s,. and: ~ 

SOl domg; lie atttempted t'œ reliuflld tlie C1ODtid:enoe ~. Bri.tislh reders 

in tHe lmperia1ist regtmet 

"'lt' wouD! lie- UDf'afr tG' braml! the Euglislil peopll.e cJlf the 1ast". Gentu.r,y 
.i.ïth the stigma of oruelltu, autrooiv.~ anc); liil:oodWi~ueBS" as :ii1t . 
is DOW tOl fa upClUl t1ie eteal.ings of YIelJ.i or aD$' otlier gov.ernor o:t the 
empire wi.'th~ reprd' to tli~ reballs as' pNef af' the saV'8gJit and: tiger:.llike 
otta.raatier of the Ohinese.' Bacl as theT maT- De fm ~ respeetB'., we· see 
IJŒ· good purpase to- 'Be senec! by making.: tlieDll appear lforse tlian We~ 
areë" (4) 

:rœ DecœmJ:)er 1858), inl &ni articrJle entit1ed "A; GrlUise im ~apanese 

Waters"',. a a:oDtributoertloï Blaclarood!.-S' apprcnœd:. of' :Britishht'reatY)' 

priWJJeps,.a1 though mJaokwoo:d:.'s din. ~ su.ppori :iim 1857 JIallJller.st~rn, 

or SlI.r .Ibhn BOwriD:gÏ' 

"Beœef01!tlb thanks tO) a11ied arDI8 and a1llied diplomaOT',cmina was 
opem to' the ent&rpmse' of the missiOJl8.l'y7" 'tirav.elJller, or merctiamt.,. &Dd 
t1ie ships of Engrend: miglit not omy w.si1t lier' seaboard' and' enter lier 
liar'tiou.rlJ but were at 1i1:lertT a1so 1#0, penetrate lier t"arthes1t 1IIorcters, 
1l7r means of that nolile streaDll the Yàqti.se-K'aaDC"f! wlilLoIh f'3iiàra b7r and: 
through her ricrtiest and: most secduded: provi.Dc.e.s.-' 

M.ke the writer for Blaalarood."s inlonituar.r 1854,.this· jpUl'Dallis1t descrï5ed 

SHangHai as 

"in taot the Li~ooll of GhiDa and' 1ike1;; stillll !DOre to rise im 
a:ommell'oia1 importanoe as the resul ts of the 'Dreat;r of lJ!lenitsiDI 
devellop them-sel 'V:eB'~ "'(55)' 

Jin N"ov.ember 1859,. a wri ter im Blackwood "s Rad lless enthusiasml 

for the renewa]. of aggressiV.9 aoti'9it;r' than otlier B"ritislb jPurua1is1ts. 

4. !t!..,.VoiJl.. 8I,. Jrune 1857 ,~'Amerioam Explorations - China and J:rapanJ',. 
p. 

5': IDid:~,:VoL 84,·, Deoember 1I858,."k. ~se iIII Jhpanese Waters"',. p. 635, 
P.~ 
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He re~ect tliat:. tli-e Impe:dalis1t regime mus1t, surv.d.ve to:, guarantee 

tll'e treat;w settl'ememt with B2:itain.: 'Dhere vas lJ1) mentiOllJ ot' tHe 'lIà.iipiJ!lg1:JI 

im Jranuar,y' Iff54, Blaokwood"s llad' rej)Gted! D&ti'V!e insurrectionl as &nl 

unsuitable al~l'D8.tive tœ Imperialiri rul'e~' In this art:iicrll.e of Nro.wmilœr 

1859", tlie wri ter comp~lJ3r discarded any cllaims af benewillBzœe. 'timIaJ:d;s 

tHe Ghinese peoplle olfr tHe int&riGll"l 

''W1e: oammJt" we dare no'ttr forage our right to pumLsh tll'e Emperor Imem
ll.1U.nm' for his tl'eache17T,' Dut for a 1thousand! reasonà t'lie punisbmen1t_1IIlII8'1t 
be short" stiarp" ami deoi.siQ and at the same. tilDe DOt remorsell.ess': We 
mus1t not ~rae the EiDperor to ertremitiel1f. we, muS'lt DOt ld.i]Jl. tli:e goo:ee 
that" lias commencred1 to l!ay' us golldSDl egga."t (S» 

'mie: jburnallist honestly adiDittecf he f'eared' Jresuit and Frenuhl 

offioial oompetition in the interior of' China: 

"1[.ow incteed! must Englaml have mmk, if sb needs ftoenah aict tomp11lJltislit 
«hiDa~n' 

He saw t'he IDrenclil allies as pot'ential' eompetitors for the a'ftlœntion of 

the inlanu Ohinese: 

"W.'e go" tG) war vi th Ghina for purelly CJOmmeroiall reasons, slie, want s 
neitlier uS' nor our trade, we insist she shal!11. acmept 'tiotlb. "lh-ance 
~s: to var for aJll idea",.. tliat bappens im this: _se tO) lie the rigtiS 
atf her prie~oodJ. to go' wliere~r they p'llease, and seeks C'QD.1II8r1m to a 
tai th" a firm' b.elJie:fr in wliicfu renders 8VX3ry GhinamaIll a rellemious 
sUliIDacrb-'(7() 

.A:t this pOlint" Btaokllocnr"s appeared, tO) have accepted tli:e contsn1i:ioœ" 

ma4e-, iinl !853 br, Ga.l1llEU'J7' and: ll\f.anJ and! :lm ll855 lJw AbD' BUc:,. tliat oDiq,' 

<m1i.nese' converts to the Roman' aatholiœ :f!'àitH1 o01Üd inetiga'b poruitioall. 

d'issensiOllJ ittJ China~' J!'m tli-e precœdiZlg' eatrari'" the writer suggests tha1t 

<niinese CJOJm'8rta tO) ROIIIIn 0atholioiSlll'l would be ·rellelll:ious.~ lm otller 

6.' 'y'.,Vom. 8ô:" Bbvem'tier ll859,. "Om .lDl'ied Opera1;iou'S im (nd.DB"t,p~63I. 

- 1.' ThidJ~',pp,~'63~3I;' 
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warde, tlie peaoef'ull Clillnese 'ri.lI1age aommuni t1', picrltured). inl JTanuary a.ndl 

Ka1' li854 iin :Baaokwood'''s, was endil.ngered 1Jy Jesuit interfèren:a:e im 

the int.er:lior~ In; Aupri 1853" BlLackwootl"m-rwas one oit the firs1t 

British perioà!ioalls ta) dmaw· att'enti'cml 1;'0) e&lI.llery and~ l'iV.a.m"s 1œa"1lells~l 

lnl M'ayr l!860:" inl an artio3le ent i tIled) "War and Progl'eas bxl ehina HI 1 

a aontributor to' maoJarOOtll's- expressed: sati~ctiOll1 wi'th: Elgim's 

seooDd: miissi01l1 toJ cmiDa~ 'mie: KactifawlllJ:Jiam pursui't of Briitislh inIIierest:B 

was tildittwiin the :f!bllloviDg extra~ beoause cmtnesa· rubrs: would 

not'· openl1' aacept Bri'tish aivllizatiODl im iDilandl Ohina: 

n' YOUl ClBDDo:t; opem China but a1l an armecllD8Dl - v.iCl:torious': TOUl GBmJ01t 
1œaoh the rulers- of ahiDa to) respeo:ft their poilliticmll engagements 
vith a foreiguer e:mep1t. throilglh fear. It ls 'Deaause ve vislt ta: opem 
<niiDa, to sea our importi; tracte tOl China as' flourisliiDg: as file e:mpor1t 
'tiracte froDll ahiDa tha1t"6 urge an armeif e:mpllorati:alll of her sea'Doard! ami~ 
interior, ~ V6 ClllDDOt help thinking tliat those vlio are· DOW clecrJlaÏJlltinii 
agaisst liIucfu measures' om the pllea of' li1Dll8Dll.ty conlfUlt ra-tmBr their 
lJad.Pl!s than tlieir aonsaiemœ-s im cJ2esiring to :ppevent- the inltirociU.diom,. 
nov that am opP.01!tunit1' OClOUr8" of' a betttier' c:l:v.d.lisa:tiiOm amJl purer
œ"6ed1 amouget the -.u.vr IÜ.lllicms- whO) llaDg :for our coZllli.q: liDlIi: vlto a!8 

fbrbfd1dem to holJclt ~eroê)urse wiith u~ ll1' tlitfed!ict s of the Brother of: 
tJJie M~"(Sl) 

kpiDJ,. a writer im l3llaokwod."s openllyr aooepted! fUrilier aggressiog, 

aotiv.d.t1' iD! tlie north of' China atW2 wa.s guided: iim this de-Œl.siom, as 

Wallter Kedhurs1t (S"edor») bact beem #mL U6~l78r fnacmurata and whimsicall 

susgestions that the inland' Chinese vouldl defyr their lJooall ruilJers and 

veloome Bri ti s]±.. oi tizens in their OOlIImUlli ties.) 

Jrm Fabruaryr :1857, in' an artia~:e enti tled Il'mie War vith China" ~ 

a aontributor to Fra1ser"s !!saline supportee! BOwrlng: and' Parkes"s 

aggl'essi. aotivities im oanto~' Re detembœcl tJhat British agg.t"essiom 

at canton ad.\1tanoect the aommero1.al!. ~erests- of' the jj)urna~~ Fraser's 
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c:ommerctalJ. iutereS'h im the ehine:se interior was :f!"I1lJlly- clescri1ied br 

art toIDe s' in DèceJder 1854 andJ im 1855;' W'i.'1lh'.liostilli1t1es a1t ~mtiom" 

tlie f'I1rtIliBranas' of British, commerciall interest:a- im <nlina was dliame'tiric

a~ oppasect tG' Ji!i'aser"s- suPDOr'lt in lfov:emDer 1853 :l'or llati-.œ inBurreati~~ 

]"JI) l!'e:'tiruar;y 1857, this- vri ter gave lliit1tlle ~her at11ent:licm tO) 1;be 

'l!ài'piDgB- and' iuBteac1l adinired the aŒtilom est BOwrfng: and Parkes: 

":A:1Ilf 'tiemporary- inoonv.emLencm to OOmm&rC& that may' be oaused b39.' decm.dect 
aŒti'cml 0111 our part to ensure.' the o1œervanca of ~eaties is sure to 
lie far mare: aoUll'terballanaedl iDJ the long rtUrl 'ti;y' the aclditionall secu.rit;yr 
'\10 trad'e that wilJll be o'Dtainecl b;y maktng;- the Chinese:~Jlb~ under
sta.ndl tbat w& willll not S1J.!1rer- it to ba, tampered with~h, 

lfs returnect to the argument used! e.ftèoti~lY. iim JlWJ;r '1853 b;yr a 

writer- iD the Ea!futiurgh Raw.Le.w;1 A'oCorctiug: ta) this argwaant,- BIrliitislù 

o:M'1Œlalls had' Mn" too> reDien1t with\ tlie: Imperial i riB- 1111 sacuring tlie: 

priVJilleps andJ. 1J111'Glunties of' tthe firt t'reatY! sritl!emeDt;~ '.I!lie 'D.r.eatl" ot 

BanJdng and the '.&eatJ'7 of the BOgue: were plla:l.lr'lJ'T 

"!'ar from secmring; an the advantaps t~ Britislù trade that mtllh1t lia"l'e 
'Deem expeoted, ooJIBid!ering; that wC! vere tri'umphB.D1lt and1 Ghina ut"tierl;yr 
'V8D11ufalted! in tlie recent S'trugglle."-(91) , 

JfoT80v,er, tlie wr:fter tm ~aser"f! ris!tecl tthe Ohinese were coD:SUDJi.ng:' a 

greater quantity- or :British. goodlU 

"_ fàr the ~iI.lk of tlie present e:çorts to Ctina oOJIBid pt cot1iom 
uaa.nWraotures" wliiClh. are liiiahllTt appreriatect tther.a,- and: ye1t. the. q'1l&Uti.~ 
we' sencJl, gneat as: it ill'.,. _ saara:ety amoumm 1m'. a quarter o:lr ,a yard for 
eaolù indtl:ri.dual annua~.' \fe.' feelJ, assure.d: tbat our negotiators, willll. 
do evm:~Y1thin& im theïr powe:r- to br~_ ~WDl the barrfera w!i1l.c1h at 
present CIlOnfine UEr t()) tlie tive- por1às~~.~e:."' 

EvJeDl bef'orCl' the Manohu. GoveDDlllent grantecl. travell. pr:iiw.Llle~s to 

f'oretgnera-,- this jOurœ.1i ~ BO entire-ly- gave up initerest 1ïm ttis' 
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'lIaipings that he serious1y reoommended Nanldng as a f'ut:ure e!l1lirep~Jtt 10 

be: dBmanded f'rOJll1 the Imperia1i~1 

"Œre:at care woulJc1:~ of' coursa,! llav.e to 'ha exercr:i.1sel iDl se1eeting the 
uaot pllaCll&,. thougJl it wouldl. se8lD mori· d!e.airabmtetliat iit shoul.!d lie' 
si tua'tiBdJ. oill the 1'"~ or la'· iiDl or D98.1!' tlie' f'e~lle: and!. 
popullous p1!Cllri.noe:' est K'ean§'-sooé! l?!tobab1y'lfanJtiiDg iitse~" tJie a.nm±enii; 
oapi tall. of the empirer. (DOW howev:er:' in' tlie liand's œr the r.ebelLs l ~ould 
be' of allll. pllacœs mo:sti; da-sirablle fOr the purposa-;il'(IOi) 

'Db: Bi!itiBlr, Q,uarterlly He'VJienr' was one journal im ~ l855 wliicJh 

maiutainedJ. quaœi:frd support for the 'Daipinge;h, lave:,. in a liook ravie .. 

of Bayarcl "'lor"s 'tirav.ells to SHangHai and ~. a œonltributo17 t:Gl 

tli.9 jj)urnal! expre:ssed BOrne ctiea!Pll):DJ:.l\'t.mmt ..,itli.'j WB' lJ3à.ipings~ 'lIhe 

ou'tbreak of ho~:Vities in Ohina,.Jiowe_r" causew ~ BriL'tiish Quarterll:9r 

ReVliev to) radioal!lly a11t.er itts-nVJiewB' of the 'Dà.ipiugs·~ author of' 

the journall"s' fiirri artioile fm ][857 atiose- fttOJll11àwo' a1ternati'Vl'8~;Be 

coulèl~ baok tlie Whig- Gbvernment and; press fOr a widening: of priV:illeps 

and!. im*uidtlies :for Brit'iBh missionar.r and CIJOmmaraialL endeavours,.or llike 

prev.ious j:OUl'DaliS'b he could support tlie 'Dà.iipings;' 

'mie: author of the JW.1y articlle in; IB55: reporied 1fua:ft the Tàipiugs 

li:ad! not continuee!!. to wi%rl battl1es and! ver.e: no1t a1ttiraœ:t:We.' to tlie orge.Dliize.e!!. 

rel.igious aommumtty im Great; Brita~i In JI85T,. wi'tml the ballllotDg- for 

tlie ele~on 1iegimd.ng i%rl lats MarcriiJ,CJŒ)a eolllli ribut or' to tlie Bri.t:id1. 

Quarterll Review was apparently attrao~ct lJy anotli.9r possi 'Mla. treaty 

sattlJement;l He criiosa to abandOn:! tli.9 journalJ.lIs former eriitia:iSJDl o.1f' 

Si;r JOlinl Bowriug: Dy adlni tting: 

"7t lIIJ.Y'f 'Be that 81.r JOlin BOwring; is a vain, se1f-BU.fi'ioied man, witllout; 
sound! 1'wlgment, but lie this as. it 1II&Yf, in lits in'brcoursa ritlil tliB 

IOl~1 y.,vro:n. 55,1'GO' .. oi t. ,p.248;-
Ill.: DOugllas HUrd:" 'Dha Arrow War: Am .A:rrl@o-€Mnese Cbntusion 1856-1860 
{Londenn,.I967l,·p.-79.t 

1 
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Chinese" the ~ars -im name andl nature< - nov, lie were the &gg:I!essors, 
ad, no' suft'ioient reparatiom having' been mad'e- it surelly' is nOl g,reat~ 
ma~lL 17hat tlie oewrrenae of a renen1t in:spil1t should Have been tHe 
oocasiœr. choseDJ to seek radre'ss for anœent- wronga~'~~~"(I2)' 

'1'h.e- impetus- im 1856 of' a second Opi1lJlrl liar l:telpeci thiB' wri 1isr. to' 

aband'om SDy- cdaim1 of' benevollenue toward;'s the Chine se- peoplle of tlie 

in'hrior~' EOllowing: the eleotiom fm AprilJ_ 1857!, a -oo:ntriliu.tor to tlte

British Quarterlly Rev.d.ev fooused' attentiom m ~ 1857 UpODl 'F.'F. 

MeadOws'''s' 'Book, 'mie OninesEJ and' their RebelllJfons,and' cf.iscredi bd tlie

'Daiping: insurgeDts;' 'Ehe writar 8DIIIli.necl and approv.ed;_ the diploJDaOBT iim 

.A:pril1. 1853 of Bbnbam and:Meadowsllat6t.88~ÏI-"ef'errilig ta tlla, 'D8.iping: 

ciâim to pomitioalL Süprema~, l:te as-sertedl 

"':lm the pl~Ditude.·, of tlteil!' &a*rr4àJ"mmplia:l.ty- thq asserted that 
their leader-- Tàa-p:lng; l;~ tlte t:we tom" vas no1t meelYï Borc1i of 
ahiDa" bull; l!ao:rd o:t the whC!:g~ eart!lJ,. tb liaCR"li of.' JOb Btzllll. as we-U as 
of' the insurgent Ohinese~';.;!.;! Slllr' George BOnham codsnted li:Ii.mBel'B' witl1l 
a '6rie1" notifliaatiam that if the persons- or properlyr of auy o-f' Ms 
t'ellllow sul):djtotla should be injured1

,. the wrong: woul:d be- prompt~ resent:ad."t 

l:t appears that wi th tHe elediGUJ œr. Hlberston and! RusseU" wlio> 

were oommi tteœ to the p'Wm1i1t of a :t!ilrml CliiDa poi'iOW and wi tlh tl:te 

possi'BilJityr cd tlie exteusion of llri-tish oivilian p-iv.d.lleges im~, 

t'his: jOurnalis1t 4eoided! that support- for tl:te Brii.tish Gb'V:ernmeDJt m1 
<mŒna 1I'&S more endurmg:- than support: for the 'llà.i'pings.-; DB wanœd t1:ia1t. 

llaaking: the advantage of oontinuing: w.i.Œtories,. the 'mLipings we-re- 1UIIffse 

to Cliaim poiVi tioal supremaor over Europe&Dl natioDlfI 

"']'s it not amusing to fJ.ndl. that tl:te fo0'll1tJli· old!. M"oclte1t of' supremac:r/, 
whiGh has been more- eff'eotiVl8' iin e%Cll'l.ucJiJrg foreiguars :trom China tliaB 
the: Œrea1t. l'faD in a:w.esting the lJ!àrtana,. cam lia 1mrJœct to acœount bJT 
ttie rebBlls' as if' the;rJ wer. alJread7 in poasession o'ff Peking: ami tlte 
ImperiaD. cœ~'.''Œ3») 



( .. ! 

-t79-

Be argued1 tbat Keadows had' œelll ~) aocomodat ing: im his lrook 

a:amrerni.ng' the Tài.piug' daiDll to sov.ereigD:tyr,anc1 lie admorrd.slieà ltliis 

readlerst 

y91t wllo does not; kmnr' that tlie most· sollemn-· dealaratious· o:f tra:terni ~ ma,. issue froml tlie very lips: wliich affil'lll1 the justice of" sIa:wer.1T or 1be 
suscribe:dl ~ tlie same hancl which ~e:s the lash i.DJ a fe]J]Jow creature "s 
D1loadI.?"' . 

'mie wri1œ-r then usEKf the same argument as Bl:aokwoo.d's ùsâdl m .Jan~ 

andi. May' 1854 to d'd.saredJi t the worth of.' Dativ.e i.Iœurre:ct±om inl midl

ml.De.ti.eentlh aent'u.r;r GhiDa. He d-eoiara:d. the· Oliin"e cdiaraOltar·1to:· 13e, 

tO'll.sran:It. rather than emotionall. and~ 1#liat; the passi'Vl8· PCJ1lJi tioall. Datura 

of tlie Ohbese peopll& wouldl Hinder an;y satlilmlal. m6.'V:emenit oC pQ\lJitioal. 

rewlution: 

":Et is not a' llight· thingr, liowe"«ler,. wli;~· willll dri-ve' tlie Ghinese to:· 
rav.ollt:. 'l!lie11 are not. fond! ot figlttinet.: •• t .. tlie aeleBtiall. DllLllitar;r,. 
though ~ no means so ao~ as· sometimes re~reseDti:e4,. is far froDll 
ex1iiliiting &DT professionall. enthustaSlll1 fOr war.'·r 

a!4li'lœrelW oha.atised <lhinese etiaracter~' BB ridioulled <minese 

ina billi ty 1ro ctev.6llop a more: VI e ste1'nl IllÙilli tary taohnolJogyr am1: mttlli tary, 

:r3·~ y..w;:"VoL; .26i" ~y _I857,· "'llhe: Ghinase- their Re1œllioll8 and1 
aJi'œi]ization~tr,.P.' 52,p.53.~ ReviewiDg lleadows"s <mml'luaiomr, tlie writer 
apparmrt1l;r f'orgot tbat the- Tàiping' œ-laÙl' o~ poIDitical supremaC!S6YT vas . 
made inl 1853' whem the Tàipings were: apparent "I1iœtors i.DJ the o:i:rill wuo': 
.Ml.tllDugJh tlie lIl'i-tish QuartEœ"ll.vr Rev-iew liadl ao:aess to:. Parlliamentaryr 
Haper.s· Relating to the Clw.ll Var im Ch1Da'" iinllfo'Vl8JD'tier I$53 tlie· jj)urual. 
liadl apparemlly' ov.erlookeœ Ifeadows"s dlipramaq.r illl BanldDg'.l Korecm:ezt iD! 
lJov.emller 1853 and: Ur· JlQly ]855~, tlie jj)urnall issued artioles wtiofu sa"" 
strong:- support to the 'l'idpiDg8'.~ It seemB', tlie.,. tbat in I857, tliB 
Brit·iBh Quart&:rlly RAU abandbnedl support for the 'Dà.ipiugs and were 
imrJluenœedi im 1#his' deoision ~ the var in cntina ana: b:r tlie appea~noe 
of" M"eadows"B' book, 'mie <Jhinese and: theu- Rebe])])ions~ 
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", Jhs1t as the Chinese appear to be iusensibIle to the reall genius of 
gunpowdler _. ~CJ) they seeJD'l to 'Be desti tute CIlf' any lof'tlf cmmrept1.ons: of 
IJld.illitar;yr artt .. l 'Dlie;W hav.e no DDtiom Olt' ptting: a cmllltieet o~r ~ a 
boOO and), masterly mo:v.enremt" ~_a prompt tmalCl.daglti.ng: emplloymemt CIlf" 
the rElSOurcœa a1t their aommandl~l 'Dfudir figlit is a ld.ndl. adr squib~ 
tlie sollttiams are e~loyed ratlie:n' as humam c:maokers tlian as genuiJœ 
pieces: ot artillllsr,r .llt 

'mie: ~ineS8' scdiollar gent~s :l!'.aillure- to jj)iinl tb: 1inBur.geDt camp 1 

Vas a mark Cff.: insurgent 1raillure'~ 'lllte jj)urnal.:is1t adDrit:ti:ed: 

"'BUt as yet the 1:loolaJrenl haft nœt sidedJ. witlil the :linsurgeDJba;u, 

rm J.U1~ 18577,. lm. gava up tlie' jj)urnall"S' re-li,aDoe' upom F1s!i&.urue's 

arguments~àl 'bhe wri'tiar"s: opinions' concerniDg; the 'llà.ipiDgs were 

similat' to those :lim 0œo1ier J!855 im the EdiiDtiur@lh R~ewt 

"IJllœ wond'er :1is: no'ft that 1lia- littlJe- t'w!liDklling Di_ wlhlcJh ~se .. beuem 
acquireli at: mmtom should! liaw hen carried ava;wrrtio> R1rane-ae im a 
G'lus;,y'? laatJiilMll::'l. of hiS' 0'Wn: maJdng,. but inl apite, of' the thorDU mecti.'1IDP 
~~~ugh whioh'. it stione,_ 1it should! hav.e li1t up wllolle prO'WincleS' wi'tlh i"ln:! 
.~.:.;.: c1:1aaolouradl. beBllrB'.~ , 

A~ tliougJ:L it vas rEI'\Wlutionary for the' 'mLipings to replJaœe 

the ~1w: C1assicm and ;Four BOoks vith the BlbIle,as tIfut work tu- lie' 

etudiee!! by Chinese sahollars,. tilts jOurnalis1t ao:oentuatec?! tl:ie 

imlousieten~ of 'Yaiping cra:eds: 

"Ubfèn'tuna~" as Rüng&-seu-taauem studleti the' Sëœ1pturfis 1111 a ~,!,:;'1 <i 
mentary fo~ and', by meaus ;,of' the imperfecdt transllations, JII8,Q' errors 
lia:'<Jt8' arept into li:is: areedite'1 NOr sliouldl. t'ti; be forgot'lianl tliat; tlia 
'Dae-.pinr,lBw gi"Ar liacf been cteeply,r drilll1.ed iïm CJiinese pliil'osop!JrT 
be:tore- liB sucmumDedl to tHe Weste1'Ul fai~" (14») 

'Dh.e Taipiup GOulet be easily abandonee!! by the British QuarterlW 

REtv.iiew beaaus9' ot the: upo:oming' treatyr settlelDent;< Hbwner" ÙII ~ 1857, 

the j'Purna],l."s d'esire "tio) e:zpancl Pro'ti8staDJt emleavours im China vas 

magnif"iedl. l!IDiIlike tlie EdinBurgh'l. RtnlIiaw" tlle writer waS' unalile to 
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subordinate Bri'tish reiigious imi!erest1!t to British commerciall. intares1ts 

im ChiDa.;' lIB candid:'ly admi ttad: 

"lJ!hatt the bIle ssinp of religiom are int'imL tal!y __ ~~erior tOl tlle 1measiDg,s 
of a good: trade: ve presume DO' cma willll. dl.spute:.l~;.'': Ouglit wa ttiaBl to be 
so tearf'ul of of'fendiDg-, tliat wa CIBDDOt requeS'lt th9IIP (tlte Ctilble:se) 11:0' 
l1istem to the Gbspall or to san~OJll the presence of' ita' proCltJiaimera?": 

"Wliv assura' thatt trat'fia: anet Olirist'ianity are in'Dompatilma pursuits? " 
'lUte Ghinese are und'oulitaèlllyi a jj!alous' and' ezcrJ.usive raae.! sa, far as 
tHe l'mperial.is1m are aonoernecl!" t1ie partial!. acl'op'tiOBl of Werie1'Dl t'a.:i.tH.1 
Dy;" th Jusur~Jd;s' muait liav.e und'ou1itedl)J exli.i'titec1 fit.. im a some~liait 
lloriflle lligti • .' DUit in1 1#ruiml" tha lIlL1me is mrtt a '5o'Ok o~ re.'VICtll.1t.1 Glirist;.. 
ianit~ fs cer1#ainitr, nott an insurre~onar.y areed.' 'Dhe Chinese mayr be 
flPloranit, of the fà.cdt, but if' 1re hav.e.-· beam ait SUCtil pains to' 1teach them 
muoh tltey tid.l. DOt und'erstand!, w~ DDt take soma li t1tJ1e troultlle' to 
enlightem thelll1 om &- pCJ.init of' suoh surpassiDg; ilmtœreS'lt t~ 36n; III1I.lilliollDS 
of JDeD2"(I5): 

lit.. appe8l!S frolllJ this ex1;rad that tiie:' l3ri'tislil Q.ua.;têerlLw RevJiew 

liadl C!I81'dUlllly ecmsfd'ere.d: Wa· tNPe of cruestiannC8.llll.e.ryr aDÙl ~. ADflf 

mw,.a.mr Rew; RWIls: suggested iD! ma1mrials whicib appeared :liDl I853 ami 

1855'~ormer articrlJeB fm I853 and I855' llyr œont'rf1:1u.t'ors to' tlte Bl'iitiBlh 

Sœrt'erl.y ReVJiew' impllied: that in m..iping: camps,Pr~estamt. writinp 

were respcnmi1m.e for polllitioall dissenit againait the Mancdiu regime;' .. 

jj)urnall ~ ]857 howev.er ceasecf to fini! &n1lf u.llua· in :fur1iliar 

associatiOJl1 betweem British,. missicmaries- and' the 'Dà.ipings;i 

lm'l.A::prill 1860', in an artilaie entifiedt "Gtiina and .làpanfl,. a 

oontributor ta the Britislil Quarierll RevJiew took a pasition afmiœa.r 

to tliat oft Jbsaphdldldna anciJ 'llliomas Bn.aId.stO';l 'mii.rt œontIrillutor eonti:rmed 

the hoatillity of :Uormer writars' iiDJ the jj)urnal' to nativ.e. insurr~osm;' 

'-

1 
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"~rtain it i8' that the poro-elain 'nOwer of Nankin has falllenJ bef'ore 
the V6mIaliSID' of" these "llon&'!-li:afred! meut" as the r:Ltà.ipings are oalllled 
~ their enemiie8' tram the heretica.l: av.ersion to the tailJ~'" 

ID tiie same articrlle., the writer speke of a 'Daiping oft'er,a:t.'ter Elgi'iS'1!J' 

sillerroiïng; o~· the 'l2s.iping:rbrts~(B) to ;m,ruv an alllliance. wi'th .. the.ir 

"y,ounger 1:ire.thr.am", and! the.- wri ter' pr.aiisedl E]Jgi:m"s l!iploma~ :in the

ilrt'erior~ Hil :ndarred! 1n>,," an of'f'er' whioh' was 0:1' ooUrse' re.spectf'U1llJ~ 

decrlined"': (I&) 

JilùJallllyr" :iim A;,priD. 1"86:1" iiœ am artiC'IJa eDtit-De.d "Our COmmer. w:itlh 

cmtDa"', tHe 1nltJtor adèJpted: a 1mB as oritioaIL of' the- 'Dà.ipings as ~ 

otlier jOurnalistB,.; Shah' British wrrt'ers f1Jœ.lly co1lO'lludled tiiat tliB' 

ooniinuecJ.1 presence of _ UI\~aa:tio,na~ tora was an otiBtructi.on 

tœ foreign transi't om 'tihe Yé.ngt'ze: 'mie writer f.9umi' the Taiping&' 

an obtruŒtion and as suo~ lie v.entured!. 'Dà.ipin:g~ Clhanœes o~ surv.i-.l1. 

inl the cd:will war were mim1lma.L' ne rew.evsdl the current m:iJli:tial71 

campaignl betMeen the bellligerentst 

'"llliat ~st~ is hardl:y to be oalled "rebell.'~ anyr longer;' •.• .;; lit: appears 
to œ i.n"ppo:ssessicm' of nearl!J' half' o:f!' Ohina.' Jr1is' terri tor,y imleed: lis 
lia.rd.m7' ctetermined d'e- 1!'aotœ a.nv. mor&" tham i t :lis de iur8>~ for i t; :lis 
pe1'!pe.tuall.W shiif.tiDg wi th tHe o:aillllatfons d ~ol!tune im each emmUDJt:er' 
of" the riiœ.ll. armiea,al1.though it c1oe.s' DOt appe~- that; elithe.r al:'1JlY:' 
s:eriousl~ d'esi~' the e.rlirpatiom o-r' the.- otlier.""(I.7f)J 

~ lte:hr' to A'ppeDltiS B,pp,.~q4-~q, for diliSoussiotl' of the misEdon tG) 
the int.erior :tlm lI858 ~ 'tihe E'arl o-r' El1gJiDe. 

~' M,R.,'VTŒiIl..3I~ A,prilJ_ Jr860,. "cntina aDdl JapaDf",pp~47m-479~1 <mamtiel'EPs 
JburnalL, anc1J T.homas' W'. BlLakistom" for eDlDplle,. .ref'arred ta) the 'l!àiPÏDC 
cte.struŒtiom Olt tlie BOrœel'aimlJ!bwer' Olt lflmking.' S'.ee BLakistliD1,4p,dt.,. 
p. 2f& t'or the t'o3JlnilqfJ 

"1Icnr iiti; (f~e Porcrelaiin 'DOwer} lis' a: wHite MIl] of ruiDs~j '.DWOI fmmanBe 
watmls.,dlJ.vr.lded '6y anarrow aperture, are: tHe oDilyr portions of' W& 
~alllJ. now stanctingw.'."e_17 ship that has toucmed' at NB.nking: lias madJe 
l. laoting- expe<ti. tiOUl to the white' lieap, and! 'tioa1t ... lloacts or porcellam 
brfaks' have ceen aarried! awayr in t'riump~" 

Jr7. !,Q,n.,wom. 33, Aprilll. 1861,. "Our GOmmerœe with Ohina"',p.4~.1 

'-
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'Dliroughout tille period! JI853 to 1862" <piam1:bJr.s·"s JbUl'D811 def'ind:te~ 

oppO"sed' the 'llà.ipings~ and'. tthe:· pmnœp12e o~' nati-,œ ilœurgenC3'! :lim th& 

ini#erior of' China;! IDroIll1 1856 1:0 18:62,- i:t-· reiDforcea :lits cmtiei.' 
\f'ith tlie arrival of news' of the- 'Dreat;,' of 'laentsim 'U.D'bill 1862, wri~ers 

m the ;îPurnall ctisa:o~re-d that UDiJJfke thEl' 'Dà.ipiugs,. massea of' <mines, 
1 

cr:I.w.l.lians im the intel"ior were pea_tu! ancJl imiuB'tirious;J Prev.ious to 

1859, cmntri'tiu~rs te)) CPiamliBrS'lIs Jburnal'- emphasized eliBlDPlles of 

Ohinese deoeption and barbaril.; Jake BilJaoJarCJOCi"S' :im Jànual'3'T ami Ka:?! 

I8B4,. ttlie jpurDal c!e.o:ide4 Ir 1859) "tillat <nimese cdiaradar vas e.rrti

rnoluticmar;w~ SilCDh an- o1iBervattiom lru.t1tressed the jj:)urnall"s liDstili~ 

tto the Tàipinp·~1 

Cul 2 M'ay"I857r" im an ariicIDa:- a:ntti~J.ed! "lraow Val'lue o"f Lit'e :iirD cœù.Da"', 

C!iampars"s' Jrournal reprintad an extract trolD1 Sir Jbhn B"owring:t'e 

writings~1 BOwring ind1.oate4 that Chineee:· ctiaracter' could lie muc1h 

imprcmed! by absorptiom of liumanitarian w.irtuee. lJ.Ir.omJ li:lls OliservatiODS 

of" the Clii.n'Erse,. Bbwring: ind1.aated: that the Chinese race vas barbarie, 

and ~t nativ.v- insurreotiom in China c-odri'5utec! 1;10 tlie cru8];ty est 

tlie raoe: 

"Wliile so many elemente' of VJ.I.tali'tNY are im a atata· o.f' aoti'VliilT for 
reprod!uŒtiCJDl and' the sustenanae of' the human raos, thera i8' probab~ 
no part 0'1' the worla! in-' wliich the harverilt of mortalJityT are more 
sweep1Dg and! d'eS'truŒtiw than im ~ina, prodi1a:b1g- 'VOide \l whiciil require· 
no ordfuarylappliancss to :fil$. -UP. Jlultît:udlee perislh absolublJT froID 
the van't; of' tille means- of e:d.stencœ - inundà.ticms d'estrGN! toWDS andl 
'WilJl.8:&es, ~. alll theïr inhabitants;~~';'~~ the late oiv.ill wars im China 
mue1t have led: to ~e loes of mililJioltS of' li ... s. 'l!he saorifiass cnr 
ltnID&D lieings' by' exeoutiam lia_ .1iaen fright:fr.um';h{ISi) 

am 2Ti Nbv.euatilœrI85g~ !in an artictlla enti tl'eel li~ll. Pallace' of 

-I~ ~."VTom.~ 27rr lioiJ.J74" 2 z.ra.y,Z857r,· 1"Law VTalue of' Jr.i:lt.e: iim Chinait', 
p~2~ 
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lfanki'rIlt"" a wri ter i1l1 Cliamtiers'''p .rournal!. rela1red e:œi.d~ of tl1e 

d'esecration of <niina "s tradi tianaI wa;r of" lit'e'. l!1br 'this' writer,. the 

<minese monument,. th Porcelaiin IJ!bwer of' Narlkhlg'~ sy,mliolizecl 'tilie 

lJonpv;.lty.r a.ncl1, the value ~ trad'itional1"Clbllf'tlœan ethi. As ~ 

tliB' monument was an architaaturall. ~ll. for 'the O1ilI.nese as welll!. as 

tlte rest'" of the wor~~ 'Dhe lburnallistt wro.te: 

"'Dha lfam-kiDg pr.otfi.g has ltoulltlJess b&em a pe1t wi th the Chiness people
thelll'Sel:~s " for the;y have not tailled!, to: Gll'D8IIlent i't withinl amt 
wi thou1t~" 

A" ma~r portion; of' tlte arti'c'lJa, cksoribed!, the. monumenit as if i1t 

e%istad in) 1858\ inl1ftmJdng-,.untouctiBd ~ man1dnd~ lrm the opimliom of' thiis 

wri 'ter (and' Olf' otlier British observera' :I!roJD'l I856>}!,. '1IaiPi.nc: fDa'ti,teDti.om 

ta pullliœ works' was a shamelless aot of ~reao:Jieryr" 'DllB' _se at: the 

er;rstall. Palaos of. mmking meri tee! British a1ttmntiont 

"Mt lastty. to o:omdUde, whioh we db with great relucdauae, we Have to 
tellll, a sad' t~1:lh of' the histor,w of: our lfam-king pagoda d'uriilg_the pari 
twel.1ve montliB'.~ lie cmnf'eas ve. approaotil tHe 'tialle vi th disrelislb.' \fa 
have l1ingered about the"~iri1mal fane" ('armtlter name t'or i1t) as if 
it was DOW and was to bEr.4 :Bb.1t" as 0Dl 8VJ8r'Y' other OccasiODl o~ adilriratiolll 
in,. and out of the GSlJestüll Empir&, thera is writ;tien on. it "vanIit;y;-~ 
v.a.nities"~ DUring;:Iits em.s11enua' ott 1600: ~a, storms liave swep1t œœr 
i.'1t" and some have swe.pt denm i t s croma, thumier.s' have roiLlled o~r 1.11-" 
andl ligbtning' struCDk its irom-coiled:. cmpolla to 1ilie g1!cnmd, ami the. r.utlip 
lJ.e:ss' bands og: brigandS' Have de1'aced. v.arjlous' part s of tlte structure t 
1:)ui; ~ tHe etiernal tisgmaCl& of: the., "rcrb&lls"1 who J:iave ooaupiecl ~ 
for the laet 'live years" the;r 'tiret d'e.faceœ the; wholle of' the. initerior 
by'r fire' andl then l?1.ew up the entire ed'ifiae' vith ganpowcler., saa1ttieriimc 
t'tB' famous brioks.!';". to the four wims of heav.em..-'(I9) 

Disma;recf ~. thiB' devaetation, and' wi th news of' tlie 'Dreat'yr of' 

'Fie~im, <niamlmrs'''s' Jrournal1, adoptad a different", interpretatiODl of 

CHine se oharacter.' On lIii JlUne, 1859,· in' an artic:n.e enti0tJ2ed "G'elJ.est:iall. 
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Agricui.'ture"'" a contributoJ.!' to the j9urna.l had o1:br.iously eozœu:D.ted 

availlablle 1Dformatioro to assees the charaoter.' of.' tli& iniLland. Clillnese;' 

RS.: wrote about RobeDt, For1ame "s' e.vaDuatioJtJ of the'se: civ..ilians as 

peaClS:f.bll and! industrious: 

"S'œ sa;ys M'r~' FOrlun« in his Wande1."1ngs,- buit "our OWDl eorrespomled"
wliœ assuras uS' that the best lia'$' t'o se:e the' agricml'liura Gl!' tlla~ c:o~ 
is to shoot owr it and' so gather pheasant:s and! a lamwlJedp oit œ"ope 
at tHe same time - te:nJJs us: that the2'e fit per ooUltira to this~ sta1& 01' 
f'eDicdtyr and1 that,' theee happy fte~ are' owrl"Wll 1l7extiorti.ona1œ 
ma.ndari.mf, pi11aging solcIiers,. marauderll' who~ in' smalJll. bands are cmned 
roti1lerB' and' im l'arge band's aspire to' 'Be rebe:VS',' an,dl ocreasicmalllly' 
swarms·of locuste' wh(J) darkem the SUUlt~' We- C8mlot wonder a1t 'tibisl 
:ti.t woula:~ incfeect 'Be an e:meption to alJll. experienoe·, ff' a miglity natiioul,. 
wi th a population of' one humJ.rea: and\ sixt y mimionS', far adanaed!. 1aI 
materiall cd:VJi.lisatiODl, Hadj neit some &rie'Va!1CB1t to &tir i't in'tG> more 
tiriermùœd: actiom and to' remindi its p'eoplle that t'here fa am earth;yr 
humand.~, af.t!&r alJl.,. im tneir aelestülJi~"(20) 

In JUne. Jl859, tlie Ta.iPings seemec! t:œ the wri ter o~ this passage' the 

manifestatiOl'JJ of Obinese -&ri8'VBDC8'St againstt e:d.sting authori~~i 'Dlte 

"ro.lmera in Ilar~ bands' who aspire: to 'Be r«'Bells",Jie deserilJed:" did DOIf;'. 

ad'jus1t into a population knowm for "Pro-œrbü.ll. and! cortJtfnuous' ingen'Wi.tyr 

and ind'ustm";J (21) 

On lr4l A'pril,.Jr860" Chambers·s .Iburnall. rndewctd JOHn SDarth-. 
'D.Well.v8 Wear~ im mu.im; As shawn' prew.lousllT, the writer of' this: acrooumt 

tacdtlly agraecf, with SlIarW' that 1Itie British reputatiODl for :l'air 

'tireatment af' the Chinese vas 18rnislœ4 '8T British relations witlh the 

'Jlàipings &nef lin l!857 'DT the laok o~ British relations wi th the peopll.e 

cd' Gant'ou. «22») 
'!'he wri ter found; Sear1t'h tls acroount·. to 'Be of more immediate 

20.y.,vroL' 31,. ~ 2a5, l!8 inme,J859·,."CSlestial A'gricml.ture"',p.40a... 

2x.: lbid~"p .. 399~' 
22 .. See'Chapter ~0~p'.65-66~ 



-r86-

stgnificanae because Sbarth, a British meroBa~,! presenteœooti*Brv.a~~ons 

about the Ghinese,. whlich could 1re truried~' 'Dhe- revr.i.ewer caWed 

Sbarth "S' llook 

"'the o1IiIJy' one that haS' been wri t1mn liN' a meraantil1.e perSODl im relatioJll 
tG" 'tibis sub~~"' 

and remarked! at the end of liis' raview that 

"Mr .. S'aartm:. bears a rather uno.ommOD"l testimo!lJ7 to tlle &eneralllione.s~ 
of the Ohinese, 'Whicti" frolJl1 one o~ Ms position,. ouglit 'lm lie valna.1:;]J.e~lI 

(23) 

'l3he' writEœ" faIt he crould' rely' on Sbartih"s- ollseru.tions to ba impa.rti.all 

and practical becaUS4f o'lt Sbartlh"s sta'tius aS' a British mereha.n:ti:t 

II. Mbs1t of the books' UPOD' Ghina have been wri tten by men of' official!.. 
position - 'tiy missionaries, and 'DJ;r parsons who have se.en liu:lt littlle 
Œf the nativ.e:s ÎDlrldaily generall. fntero.ourse· : tlia ofticiai starids 
upon bis- d!ignity and) ~es through the tedious forms of' stif'!' dipl:'Omatiœ 
viS'it now andi therq: mon oir 1ii.s information is deriv,ed f'.rOIlll peoplle 
who are ctevoted! to the mandarins, the missionary has better opportunities;. 
mixes more' with the peoplJe, and his infomants are lese comœoted 
with the rulintr,'authorj,ties-, but', fl"ODIl hi~ pasiti01l", he see-s China in 
a different light to mosit other' observer8'."~24)1 

'l'iWelve Yrears in China desoribed' how Sbarth gained aoOBSS tOI the 

interior of Chine. becouee- he was wil'ling to uIldergo: physioal hardsliips 

and submit 'lm', a ohange in his nationall id'entity: 

"My' objeot being to see the oountry as weIll, as o.ould be vi thout 
interruption, and tœ penetrate as far as possible into the sil~istriots; 
Jr adopted' the Chinese dress and atter getting f'"airly under-wa;y:,~ 
metamorphosed! myseliP' into a Chinam&nJ,- set the barber to work 'tlJ) make 
a olean sweep of my hair, andl. attaohed to my, cap, wore a thoroughbred 
taU!. o:tr some son of Han, shaded the naturai ool:our of my barbarian 
eyes by a llarge pai~ of tea-stone speotaoles, and marohed; fortih without 
fear of re:cogni tion' .. '" (25)J . 

Jrn April 1860,. it is ol'ear that OhamberdsJburnal ~s attempting' 

23~' a.:..JJ., VloD.. 33, Nb. 328, "Kore' Oëlesttal Intellligenoe"',p. ga7l,p~240~< 

24!~' :nmd~',p.237;; 

25~lbid~~ 
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to re:-establislil publiœ aonf'idence in the generaIl. passi'\lii~ of' the 

Ohinese masse's. Similar to Blaokwooct"s in I859,'" the writer im Cham1:iers"s 

Jburnal was skeptioal!, of' the ~enotil as an allly, im China.lIbwev.er lie 

wrote primaril~ to re-establish ooDf'idenoe im tlie Chinese people: 

"'Dhe intellJ.eotual virtues' of" the Chinese are tar trom' higlb, liein-g: 
oont'.1ned: trOIllJ the stud.y- of oert'ain usuallt;y' turbid' me.t&physios 8Ulong: 
their students and to prao:ticœs to little more tham ingenuitps. JlDJ 
\his latter respect, they- rami~ one of a Mora oivilised' nationl separ
ated~ froJD1 us b;r a narrower sea;" , 

Even im April I860, this contri butor still tound: use:euJ. tHe 

aommentar,y of' camer;y' and' )l7an: 

Il;~ ••• generallly we learn throughout this volumet ot SOarib] that wherev.er 
mandarim authority- prevails, there is dUllness and, barbarism,and where 
'the people ~re more left to themselv.es-, intelligeno:e and quiet.nAD! 
ordinar;y Chinesett',says _JI!. a&ller;y ot the French 11egation"IIllies ott8l11J 
a mandar1n always lies."«26~ , 

After the Cbnventiom of' Peking" iD! 1860, c:hamllers Ils JburnaIl, issued 

a series of'ariiliEèeswhioh'desorilied the China inte:rest's'of' the journalL. 

Wri ters of' these aooountm general~ v.d.ewed the linland Ghinese as 'BBing: 

particmIarlly Ol)mmeroially--mlI.ndect~· Like Blaokwood:"s !agasiDll" i'm !854 , 

Ohambers"s .Iburnal emphasized Chine se social virtues and Ghinese. 

fàmilJ;y' relationships'.' With suoh emphasis on Chinese traditionalllif'e, 

the Tàipings were dè'sari 'BBd as anti-trad'i tional and' anti-commeroial,.l 

For Chambers"'a :lburpall"tile ~ipings were simply an impediment ta Briiti sh 

traYel and British oommeroe in inland China. 

on 5 January, I86Jr, in an articdJe entitled' "Ohinese Cbmmercre"', a 

aorrbribut'or to Ohamliers"s- .tourna]) f'orthrightly reviewed British commer

oial interests in China. He apolog1ze4 tor Britaim~s'polio~; troJD1 I856 



:iiD ~iua and riressect tha.t the o~nary Chinese ci t'izem" like the. 

ordina17! lJritislb. aitizem" was motivated' by' oommeroiall interes1m: 

":A:nd right i s the modern reaùing' of"' the phrasa, better is iit t:o! produ:ce: 
1than to ravage and 'bur.nl, llet'"tisr' tœ be a nation; of shopkeepera ttian 
ot" idDe beggars, of lIl0'0ustruolt dreamersr, (Jll' of brigand! solldlllery .:!. ... 
'but if tlie original!. raproaclh hadJ beeD'l ~own in '!the- t'aeWl Gif .troH:m 
Ghinamani i'1œteacl o~ Jbtin l3U1m,. aven lW! the- bi t'tere-str, fCl.8JD8.n;, and: fm 
tlie lieat of tlie' sternest struggl!g" tlœ expression; wo~d hav.e beeJll 
smir~y aooepted as' praisa, pure', unalŒOUed prallse';'" 

"' •••• ii:tt, lis onlly of" Date t'liat we Outer :Barbar:lian:s liave begum 1;0> get; • 
a glimpse af the emraord1nary vitali tor ct' Ghinese' cOmmerce'" of 'W;e' 
wonclerful ,stir and hUJlll and bustle ct" that enormous human li1i..œ."'{27r) 

He then surv.eyeci tlie opport:li1mLrties in .Ia.nuary I86:r for Bri tisn: 

commerce :bD the interior of China;' Mike m.aokwoods"s m .Ia.nuaryr 1854" 
1 

tlœ wr1:1ier was afraid! of Rus sian in1m.rt.'erem:re witlb Britislh marke1tB aùd 

enœooaoliment s' of Russ~.!' ma sympathi zed wi th Chinese pret'ereuce for 

nati v.e goods a.nd a.dmi t1ted! tha,1t 

"'t:tliis mtgfttyr a.ggre-gate ~ liuman be:ilngs may' De' pardbued: :roll" b.elievJ.ng 
t'bt oommeroe" Mke chari tyr" begiDs ait liOIllEf,. and that a tliird _pa.r1t 
of' .A:dam1's progeny Gan find pllenty of 1iu1'ers and sellllers' tliere.'" 

lf,d.ke li'raser"s !!aga.ziue i'Dl 1856 and 1857, lie eagerlly' raviewed 'tihe prQspecb 

for the entranoe ot British ilmpo~ inter this «tinese marlœ1tt 

"']'1;1; 1s' tlte liome-tradle whioh ab sortis tlie ohie:!' industry of the nom
agrioul1mral portion of the oommunity. 'mlilr i~ no., insignifieaut traff'îClt, 
Jl'O) petty trans~r trom' right handl tOJ We lJeft..' ':Dhree hundred and! more 
are tlie millions who ha.v~ to lie ted, O'l'otlied, Dought" sheD:tiered, amused, 
and' burieli within Cà.tJi.aT~" 

nt~;;.~ the great arteries' of' oommero:e wJl-mt!na are those gigant'~ r:iivers 
~~~ Jlbanèf,r-h,œ ami: the lianm-tSze-Kianerf' wliiotilwift. their tri~ streams 
':':':'~t supply an amcnmt of watercm.rriage' unequalll1ed :llm the worlJcl.' BwI; allll. 
this womlerf'ul! organizatiam lias tallt ft.e d'eca;y inti.erent in th fatal!. 
Mantoti.Œol pollJiq~ll(28)) 

27(': cr..JT.,;vr~ 35',. ,If~ 366.;,. 5 Jànuary"l86Jr,. "ChinesEl Commeree" t,.pe4. 

2~": lbfdJ~,.p~~ 
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Like C9.DJler;w and lNan in 1859,. this writer dete~iDBd that 

Chinese commerce' ~ beemd8maged b.1 recent Manahu'poDiticali œeca~~ 

He f'ound' tbat the 'Dà.ipings vere partio.ularlY vorthy o~ SCOl'Dl because 

they impedec! the :f!ree Binr of commerce am the lYa~e Ri'V!'8r .. EDlDPlle.s 

of 'Daiping barbariSlJl1 aonompaniedl. i'JœtIancss Cff' lJlà.iping: plunù:er cd lJegLt .... 

imate ODmmermu 

'''B8f'ore the ~r ::iiusurreoticm; of' the. 'l!aipings saour~d tli.e ]Janet, 
the porcœlaim tl!ade alo~ r.aquired th ousand!s a1r jUakst NBnkim liad 
ârrardillliom of ope.:r.ativ.ea employad ilnl the po'tiMeries~ another rilllioœ 
cd: sldllftül. workers toilJec!l_a.1; ~ txmeo~'W. tœ fa1m1ica1ie: jji.r.s· and!. 
'V!'8:nelli: œr· ~ pat1ial!n.I';_ but ble.stiall. VTiil!tna, and: his pJJundv1ng: 
hordu liave hel. lfimki:m f'or mOrEl: tbam uo y,ears, hav.e ruinecl lb trade" 
and1 butahar.ad1 ib people:r lia .. · wastact JOi:JliOllua-tolie.om,. ami. liav.e: made; 
d'&sollate that aaalJller rival!. 0'6. theirs,. ~cheou-f'ou,. vliBre th&' 
mast clalJioat'e fabr.ic:s of ~o~celaiin" sillk" paper',and' aottom vere wrouglillt 
bYf the most cnmmln~ liancJ]s:~';"'" 

"Ev,ery' bramdi1 of" ind'Ustry" f'rolD1 the aoa1Wfta and1 petrcdleUJll1 v.ms cd' 
the noriti,. to the vine~s of liiJm.aam,. lias àuft"ereli from, 1fti.e u:Livlim W8.l!',. 
f'ar the 'Daipinp 'burDJ and!. ctestrOJ"T Dut prod'Uee. nothing;,. and: ev.em 1;!lte 
::tindustry ot oaref'ull pnottoal! China llanguislies umi'er the wi theri~ 
lUigli't: œf' tltis strange armY."'(29) 

<J.bnffdeno:e im Obinese eommeroial:. 'Vlirtues encourage cl the wrfter 

to rao:ommendl. soure f'om of' publiO) pressure to remov.e the 'J)àipings and: 

to prewnit ot>ha.r imped'imentEl' to' the tree :Fel." of goods trolD1 Ctinat 

"'lI]m C2iinaman' bows His' art andl My'stery.r we~ lib. lias antieipa1tt!a: the 
cdioiceBt; d!oŒli:r.ine.s- a1! polJi tioall eQODDlDi;~ SB.'Vi'8. Mml froJll1 'l!ai'pÜJ&\~' and pirate,. 
fDom' mandarin1 ·sque:e:zes" a.ml' 8UlVJi11Ef wars,_ ~cl he wim paYf hfs W8.yJ 

and! pu:r.sue his aourSEl',. fat and oont~ as Dr~ Pa.ng3Jm'B l:liDrsallf',. with 
vhat is to lilùD, the best 0:1' alll. wor.lJdB~··(30.:) 

F·inaI1lJy,. 0Dl :I Jiu.na',.lI86I,. a aommibutor.' tu Cliambera"s' JOurnall. showed:. 

that British aiVJilians var. satisfied!. Dy' treaty pri'V1illeges wom frODll the 

ahine8e~' 'mits artiC!dls entit-l~d: !:~o Day,e a1t cnmtonf" proud:'lI$' camaimedi 

29 .. œ..:IT.,.VToll. 35i,]J(J'Cr,oit. ,P. 7.i 

30.' :micf;',p~8';! 



4 '...,. , 

". -_ .... _: ;-,." .. -,.",.~ ••••. ~-.-. 0'''- ~.~" ... ",oH ,< • -., ...... ' .. _ 

-r90-

that British t'reaty pri'Willeps we:œ liéing; dserv.ed with lJittle 

disturbamle" e.v.en iim cantont 

"li:&' rthe British. panty ref.'errecl to in1 the articrlle1 nDW eutered the 
o:ity',r b;r the w&sterDJ ga'tm',. whiah be:8Ore.' 1856" n° barbarian hadl ev.er 
passecll througb,.or i~ lie Mdl, enten' tha1i ci1#yr. ne"ler came out- aliv.e.(31)J 

lf'œ SGOn~ came tOJ We g'P8at pagt)da of: C8.ntom" m..ne: stories ~ and' eac:dh 
story;' twent)' ~1t - a won4er.1ft1l1. struœtb1r&" saim ta) tie S8lredeen liUndlred 
pars olldl.\ :nt vaS' predlier.tte.ù! at the time of its 1:lu.iMiDg tha1t wlienev.er 
the top, feD in,.. soma great misforiu.ne- would bef'allll.' the o:it;w~ In! 
Augustt 1856" the top J!&llll in" and im Septem1ier, the English ware in1 1 

pcn;JS81tSiODl o:!' cantOD"~l We nerl passeci t'brOugh ~~ Tartar pnerall"s 
y;eman or palacœ, whioh is' nov a French barraok.' •.••. near thia vas the 
k'reat t'emp1~ _of' Gbnf'uo:iU8', which ODntainB tliB only image of: this' ~ea1t 
man in ah~na.' ~is temp1~ bears' marks o'f the '5ombardment _of' Ganton" a.ud 
one oanno!li1HRt.lll is lo~dl riglit at We t'eet of C'omrtud.us~i,. 

lm .lJime 186lr, it appeared! that aham'tiera"s JOurna1l_ vas sa; couf'1ded 

that the Kanohus would oltserv.e JJri tish treaty' pri'WiJleg.es tbat tl1is 

wri ter vas not horrified 1Jy Manchu cruel ty to TàipiDg: prisoners: 

''W.' walkedl, tlb.roughi the prisOlll - a mŒS1t wr&tcheci pllaOe .. 3~ prisoners 
wa-'l!e: chained: to larp stone81~hers' had huae boards around: tlte.ir neou,.. 
whioh hind'cmed them from resting im any positiom, and! this some of theml 
hadi wom for' months .. Many hadJ their arme or legs liroken or di.storted 
with the. applioatiom of torfilure.-- Here we saw the mother of the: great 
r .. belllJie-pi~amm;"'~32 ); 

EarlJjjœ:r in the ai'ri:ll. war, the 'Bnitish aonS\lill. at; AmoY'! tbroi~' int'ervened 

t'a prav.:erjwhoJlesalls' slaught'en' b;r t'he IinperialiS'ts of inBurgent-. priSOlœrs. 

FrolD111856 'tœ 1862,. British journalist8' freQuen1tJ.l;yi aitad the 

eVJ1d'ence and! opinions of Sir Jblln Dàvi8',- Laurence OOliphan1t.,. Griif'fith 

3I~ 'mils riatement was no1t oaotliy true~1 R_~ 1ssaotial!· Ro1ieris i'n' 1844 
HadJ openedJ, a mission) im the city of 6antoœ oultBide the restriotad 
"1l'àotor.w area"~ S'e~ YiUan Ghung Ten~"REr9r~: Jrssaehar Roberts ancf the 
T~ip~ng: Rebellion,t,,, JToU1!nB.l of' .A:sian Studiias. 1" 'Woll. 23,. lfkmlem'br J!96.3,. 
p .. 55'~i 

32~i ~."vrom.. 3"Nb~ 387" Jr .nme,I861" "'.Iiro' Daye at cantouft',p.352.' 
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JOhm, Alexander Wylie, JOseph Edkin-s, JJohn Sbarth, and' 'DhOID8.S W'.' 

Blaldstom. 'l'hese men admi:t~dl;y7 vere onlyr a :f'ew of the authora: ~ 

out standi11g: China materialJs vhioh appeared!~' 

In.~the period! prior to 1856~ British ai'WilJian materialls clealing 

vith Britishloi'VlilJian inteests' im the int'erior o~ China oft.em 

oontaiDed dlescm.ptfons Œf Tàiping aut'i'Wities~ l!JiIder' the inflluence: CTf a 

se'COnd: ~ina War.' ancJl tmat;r set1tlementt , ~f CIli-œJ.1ian acmoU1lltts took 

a verry ~ed.1 and' oolour:eul. VJiew of' the 1'àiping: rElbells~~ 

JOhn SQar'1ftil"s 'miel",.,,' T'ears im !China , vas typicall. of man;r emotionall. 
, 

aClCOunts b;r British civ.ilians.' Wl'i'tint. of: tHe' Earll 0:6' El~g:i.m·s missiolll 

im 1858' to· inlaDd' China, S'oartih e%prElssecl strong: di.scourapment vitlh 

the British' Gbv.ernment"s po3Ji~ , 
"HIls' lordship''s oonduot in t'his oase d'eaerv..es to 'Ile oonilemned im 
muoh stronpr language than l otioo:se ta use. As' for llearni:ng: more 
about tHe rebels, 1tt aeems 1m have 'tieen lost sight': a1t in a :t:rui tll.ess 
at~mpt t~look for aommeroial opemLnp in. ports vhiclh vere doseà" and: 
hadJ. it hot.: been for the friencEl;r dispositi.om of thB rebell.s, vltenev;er 
the;1! vare Clommunioatedi vith,. tlie probablle resulJ:t Œf the expeditfam 
vould; haile beau that Rri tislh armS' lfould' have han proi'aned to quenalh 
the only spark oir religion and propEl-tlS that lias gaiiinmered ~ ChiUa 
siune va had.l any connexions vith, that mo:st important count17.'" 

Soartifu vas an open supporter' ot: nati'Vl&' in:surrec,tiom ilII China. and 

vas emotiona~ commited' to the Taipinga" surVJJ:œl·,," as a &park oilf 

religiom and' prog1!ess that haS' glimmerec! in China '1'; He wrotB im 1860l 

as a merohant who reoognizecf that Bri tiBh interference in the oiv.d.l!. 

var- ooula.' enc1anger Taiping:: BUrVJivaD. in1 t'he interior~j Ire fel t Ms du~ 

vas to pulH.icrbe injusticœs being oommitted im China agains1t the 

'mI;ipingst 

"-.. ···_··c·-··.-. 1 
1 
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''Whether the ra1Jelliom sinks en- failla,. or rise:s into' greate:r iinpor1;ia.nee" 
it ha~_deserved; mor&> attention and' corœid:eratiom than has be.em gl."œeDl 
tomit.;': ... it is a dangarous thing: to meddJ:.e with. the gcriJernrnetrit of a 
natiom crounting- f'our humJ.1red. millions of souls,. particullarlly dangerous 
whem wa: have so; f'ew men at aJJJ aoqu.aliiDted! witlh the llangua,p'J! n' 

Erior to the Cbmr.ention of" Rèking::Iin 1860,. SCar1ili" adw..sed!. Brii.tis:ijl 

off':i1oialls t;o, be cautiou8' iin their oommunication with the belligerents:: 

''Ne may 'Doari of' our migh1t.,. but it would dwimllJe into insign'if'iaanc'8" 
when saatttiered! over the land',in the _f'iery pl:a.ins- of' the soutlb, or t1re 
f'roseDl rivers' of' the Hbrth of' China.' '11liere' is a more mighiypower 
watohing:- ov.er the ciest,inyY" of' China, and as one of' t1ie rebe]s said 110l 
Kr. Meaciows at lfankiDl, sir years agœ - Il 'If' i't lis: the wil!J.) of' Œbct tha1t 
a 'Dki-pfng- prirme shal1:l be the soverèign ()f" Ch~" lie will!. be the 
m'overeigm of' China, if' not, then we wilJll. cRe hereir(33l 

S"carih recognisedi that soaial discriminatiom again:st the 'Dàipinp 

vas used Dy man,y British writers oriticall. of' the Taipings;J 'mrellv.e Yea.rs 

im Obina emphasizect, w~ the ~iad!. insurgents i,im Sliangliaf.,ar w~ a~ 

f'orae of" nati-m insurgenClT iUl China" onIDy drew suppor'tt f'rolD! t!ie. l!ower 

ord''EmS of. Obinese soci.et;y,.: 

''When speakinlf' cd: the oi'ass of' men that are rebels it must be taken-, 
into aooount that there' is' nœ olass im China crorrespomling: to.: our _ 
gentryr alll1 are eithen' worlœen,tradesmen" or iDJ of'f'iœi.alL emplo;y,meutt.' 
'l!lle literati rank as o:ffio::lall~ than' ait a distinct pl'of'essiom.: ~ 
are allll. ezpectant's-;~ It win lie sean; theref'ore, that fi must; be the 
low&~ classes who 'tieoome rebells, the majori t;y7 of' whoJD1 have 111 ttle tO) 
lŒSe~ , . 

'nhe di saf'f'eoted and dissèJllute of'·t!lli:e Shangliai a.nd Nll.ngpo mem ;iPined the 
ra~s, but the f'orce vas reorui ted ohief'ly by flautom and' Fokiem adv.emtur
ers,~1 lIfany of' the waal thy C8.ntom anct Folltem 1IIIIbIJ.;1diornmainect _out side 
were anything 1iu.t neutralL and! aided the re1:iels in man;y wa'Y'HJ..; ..... : 

'Phey were somethillg': like the ChartistB' of' Englandi,. witlh this exc:œptiom,. 
t~1; the class f'rom\ whioh they sprunlJ; is relativelq muofu larger in 
Ohina than the Chartist, oilass at home.· ~a thing: ta to be remarked, the 
peoplle made no aotive opposition to them.''''f34} 

33~t S'aarthJ ,e:p.'oit~:,p~76 ,p,.277;1 
34. Ibid'';"p .. 196.? 
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Sè:m.rth "s tavourable aODount $li' Chinese insurgeno;v;r directlJy aon1n-astl;... 

ed! wi'lth moet Btitish aocounts' ot the 'N1.ipings which appeared! atter 1856~! 

.A:lthough Sbarth açOu**ed :rhr ~liejprëgud"iée~und" fin report!:s comrernd.ng: 

the insurgent s', abtaillBcl. by .A:1emnder W~e, l!.aurene:e Ollipliant, 'DlimDaB 

W'ac)e" and other members o't' the EarD. œf EJ.1gbn"a: miasioUl im ]85& t(J) 

inland! China" sœ.rth "s aooounv llaoked the advant~ of alose personalL 

o.ontacdt with 'l'ài'ping ohieftains im BBnking;' 

Thomas W:.' Bl'akietOlJl ana: R~~~' FOrres1t v.d.si1:ed:, 'Dà.ipinm; ohie~ins 

in: Nanlding during: the tirst mission im Marah ot 186~ crf Real!' Admirall. 

Hbpe tO' Nimld.ng;i In Blakietore"rr book, Fiv.e Months CIll the "Fa!!ft'!m8'. the 

reports ot n--;! .rr;! FOrraetl. o:omœrning 'N1.iping- religious lif8:',mora:nit~,.. 

and' chances cf survival!, o.ounterecJ? erleting tavourable 'Brftislh oiv.d.lia.m 

acroounts of' the Tàipings~ FOrrest lioped' ta prepare Bri'"tish C'iVJiil.ians 

for t'he eventuaD. def'eat of the Taipings;IJnie advanta.ge of BILakiston and 

mbrres1t"s acmmnt resul tecJl froml the i'mmetiate acœess im 1861 01t these 

"tiwc oivilians to 'Dà.iping ohieftains and' to the ai ty of Nanking;' 

lfnlike Soart1i~ FOrreet maintainecr. that 'British o:ttiaials shoula: 

continUEl to communicate with T"'aipin~ ohief'tains .. Forreet, a British 

oonsular' c~f'ioial imrShanghai, critioized.'c priol' civ:!llian iIrlierference 

at Nanking,whiolillDÛ.ght alter.' the effeotiv.eness' of the 'British missioDl 

d'M'areh' 186:1 tO) lfanldng:: 

n~1tl the 26tti1. i'i2r:~r.1! th~ steamer n!!ang-t:Bze'" liel'onging~ ta tb 
firml of Messrs': Dènt and Co.l,.. arriv.ed at' ~ having on lioard the 
rapresentativ.e· ott tliat nous&' at' Shanghai" slie vas then sailling unde.r 
Amerioan ooloura', ~" as tHe time ot those on board: lier vas 'V&luable'" 
she onDy rema'.tined! one day,and' 11helll procxeed!&dl. up the ri'ller to establislh 

-agentB' at the new treat:1T portm."" 
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"She had thiut tHe honour of 'tieing; the firet merohant-u'sselL at Hankolr, 
and l belliev..r Mr. 'We-1m> rea:eiv.ed trom _the Wi.ceroYT some of "lme favours 
whiah vere inténded for AdmiralL Hbpe.·.""«35): 

BlakistODl ane)) Forre-st pre:sented evidenoe oontradicting :trav.ourablle 

r.eports est the ~à.ipin3s presehted: iim 18,60 'by,- Griff'itlil JTofiDl" JTo:seplil 

Edkins-, and l'ssaohar Rollert'a;' Forre.st emphasi zad tJie exoesses o'E: 

'l'àiping: mili tar,y campaigns and portrayed the 'mLipings as am impedJimen;t 

to the free nov of ODmmerc:œ in Chinall~ Hé spoke oir 

"'the ga:u~ ODlours of the c!re-SS8S af' 'BDth men and: wom8J1), 1:laing: a àrildng 
oonttras1it t.o the sombrEr 111ue and' gre'3'! of tlie inhabi tants ot se.tiJJ:ed 
distriatlt.' ~ese aoloura and1 the' textures of tHe dEca' and .ttins :61-01111 

vhialh the;r shone tol'd' talea' of' plW1d!er and! ro'ti'l1er;w - of fire and: tlie 
nord!. - of Sbœ-cdiow and~ Hang.o.ohov, the;r sli.o1fad! why7 the waters of' the: 
Grand mmall oease to be pl'oughec! by deep-l'act-en oraftt, whyr <miDa requires 
to be ~ed! ~ the var ~ SiB.Dr; and the;r soented! of a gov.ernment: beaome 
r~1m .. ne36») 

M'uoh of FOrrest "S' re.port': in1 m.akistom"s li'iv.e MontlBoD'l the Yangtze 

t;rpif'ieàl the emotional1. re spon se , to the Tàipinga of those writing: aner 

1856 of' British pu'Hlio: interests im Oh1na;! 'mie ~menoe ot Forres1t 

and' Blald.s1;!on &g1 . .LinBt t'lie Taipings oan lie. expJJaine.~1 AII:t!hOugh1 m.akis1t.om·s 

aœcount was original3ly wri ttem tb1ll!ow~ Bbpe.s fl.rs1t w;rage lm 1861 

to l1anld.ng" the ''tiook vaa not pulllished untill aner' Hbpe"s' a:rmecl 

intervention ,itl~1.Faàtua.r;r 1862~ Blald.ston madle it O'llear im h~s Rref'aaa 

that" 

"'La'tle events im Ohina and the pO'liOY''' adopted' ~ the present Gbvernmemtt 
have ohanged! our attitude toward's the 'Daiping: rebells, 1iu.t as that est 
Imperiall power remains' the same" botlb in re-speot' to the 'llài1»ings and 
otHer insurreotiomLsts' in tHe iuterior, any remarks 0l!? tJie stia:tie of' 
rebell.iOUl are as' applioabl:e as' vhen the;r were writtem;n'(371)' 

35. Blakisto~op,oit.,p.~. 

365." Ibid;',p.l!3~· 

3 7 ~I lI'Bi~ ,p .. V!;i 
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l!iike Chambers'ta JTournal in- lI858,.. For:r.aB"ft"s eye-witness repont 

indioatedl that the Tàipings were n-egleo.ting: public: warka· in lfanking: 

"lIBre ,.tè~ .,:re the- remai'ns' af a ~arge gram."Im wharf' and1 dock wi th wa1ter-, 
pb leadingr into: the ai'ty oanall.' 'mie whC?:te vas magni:f!icently madie,. 
but negleo.t soon ruins even granite walJls.' 

Rjoots of trees have raisee!! the stone slabs from thetr. places, T.à.iping: 
rapaai tT has' rucfely forced! away the iron rings and: bonts, the bridp 1 

has been pariially destroyed!, th-e gat'e buiDt up, and! the entrancxe tO'J 
the oanall im the city ohoked up with stones, furniture,and mud,lleri 
"'iimps" è~ou1d force their w&7f into- tlie Heavenly cxapi tall by t'hat 
ent'ranOB." 

'mie lJJàiping"s brutalJ management of the Nanking: œi:ri.lian populati01l1 

was a faotor whioh Forrast emphasized: 

"knd' on comes· a field!. of labourers who have 'Been ta some ruiUB for tlie 
purpo:se of ertraoting tiles to liuild a house' tror some ait y magnatB." A 
man aODompanies them wi th a drawn nord to see that t'hey are IlOt laz11 
or mutinous, sa they wallt alJon~ sulkil;y: and silenit, having: no: liopa 
of bet"lmr clays, get'tinB" no money and but ind'ifterent ria.e." 

Forre:st vas cmnsaious of the senseless waste of' manhaod and of' the degree. 

of SŒlte:ring of suoh ~iping oivilians: 

"Spealdii;-" theDll and you willl peroeiv:e: that they are ut"lmrly cowecl,soarcelly. 
daring' to draw lireath, and! talking- iDl a lov suspicious tone ofrnvoioe 
like people vhose lives are iDlooDBtant danger.; A1œ the chatter and 
·laughter that so eminently distinguÏ:shes the ooolie in other parts ~ 
China. :fa wanting umIer T.à.iping rule ... ·f38) 

\in ting :lin' I861, Forrefttii oDviously implliedJ that the extirpatiODl 

of' the ~ipings was imminent.· Just as Sbarth believed his du~ was to 

publicille foreign abuse o"l nativ.e iD1~urreotions iDl Ghina."so) FbrreB"ftlls 

task was to' disassoc:date British humanit'arians, British Christians, and 

British marohants' fram' any support or interest!3in the 'l\à.ipings.For Forres1t., 

the lJJàiping Heballion vas politioall11y signit1cant because it showed tlia~ 
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the imand' Chinese were d"issatisf'ied! lTith the Manehu regime~' Forrest; 

adwcatecl that British i'nterference in the oiv,il war \'l'ould' serve mJ) 

purposet 

"~nd yet 11; [the Tàiping Rebe1IJ.ienll is but the 'Begiunli.ng: of a chaSlJll 
in whieh trade and commeroe, pro spe rit y and happiness muwt f'or a 
tlime .sink, but onl.y to rise again more flourishing' and! glorious' than 
e~l!i Hëav.en forbid' that Eng1and' or France should eVEœ make eonfusiom 
worse, eonfounded,:b;r interfering- tnJ the interna1 struggie now ragingÎ'" 

Ebrl!sst: urged his readers te disassociate themsal~s f'rollll aetive 
1 

support; of' the imJUrre-etiont 

'''mlings' are governed! im China. by rul1es we dom''t understand:~~ .... 1't woulDd! 
be llBst too10:0k at tHe prasent orisis' in a broadar' liglit·, than wa' are 
inHined! to' at present and se&' i1t i1t ID19ral\Y' Chiness f'ighting: Chinese, 
ri~~i~. or attempting to rigHt, their iDÜur1es in their aw.mpe~ar 
wa'Y!.' It will not do 1;'0 look at it iro the 1ight of' tlie spreacl of 
Christianity against Hëathendom, as some people woula: have ft,. nor willll. 
it be welm te)) oonsider a~together the individua1 and temporarYJ damage 
done to f'oreign oommeroe." 

He pref'erred: the viewpoiint of T~. Jread:ows im his 'lllie Clliinese and: thefr 

Rebel'lions-,. or that beginDling: in ]859 of' ChambeDl's Jburnall" or tlha.t 

in JTanuary and' May 1854 in) Blaolarooct"s, or that iItl JJUly J!857 in the 

British Quarter1y Review~' These sources of' British opinion1were oonvineed 

tha~~the Chinese oharaeter remained anti-revo1utionary and the 

C.onf'u.oian way of' 1ife would insure the existene.a- of.' a umttect Chinesa 

natiom. FOrI!est 0 bserved':: 

"The spriDgŒ of' vitali tyr,whieh have enabled! China to traoe lier way 
through po1itica1 oonv.uls1ons' as bact as present: and' to axist as a 
powertul empire througb. a series of' years as makes our European: 
dynasties l'oak amalll enough,. are net yet exhaustedl.'" 

Fbrrest raalized! that indifferenee to liuman sutrerin~and wi11~ 

i'estrucrtioJll of' properly' was a dif'ficrul t attitude for Many of' his readers 

to, ~ol~rate, Hut he stressed:t 
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''Hli:en such !:serious' ditf'icul tiffS are being sol v.ecl suolh losses' mus1t 
stamI ilIl abe;rancœ- and' we must be witne:ss 1ro muoh human miseryr and.' tears-
to the loss ot' muoh life and' property~'tl«39)) 

Sir .Ibhn Dàvis was a renowned "Ghina expert"·, whose writiuge' were 

~equently oonsulted' by :British journa.lists~'i Tlie Ed1nburgh Re'Viiaw 

and Blackwooill's f'requently cited1 his works;j 

:rm the new ]857 ectition of his two 'VOlume work,China.·: A' GeneralJ.. 

Dèsaription of' That Empire and its' Inhabitants, Davis responded~1IioJ~tlie 

Irebellion vi th a oolourf'u1. pioture of' the Taipings;' M"an,y of his 

pronounoements cri.tioised the Taipings and a:ontril.iu.ted' to the emotiona~ 

skeptioal, anœver,y opinionated British publio~accounts af'ter 1856 'of 

the Taipings;' 

Like Walter M'edhurst (s.-enior) in mid;...I853,Davis onmpar.ed 'Dà.iping-

ra-ligious oodes :t.Cl(lo:t;her:,~reiligioUB oodes of' the mid-nineteenth cent1117it 

"'mle hopes of' the Christian worldl were, at f'irst raised by the news that 
the headS of' the revolution were Ohristians~ bu~ ther,vere i~ f'aot as 
unlike Christians .as lIfahomet vas like a Jaw.tlt 

His aomments about Taiping- religious f'anatioism vere quite simillal!' 

to Sir George BOnham''s il11 AprilJ, t853 im Nanking and2. to liord Russellll."s 

onl]2 Maroh,186:n:, im Parliament, in reply t'o abl'onel 5y'kes~: Davis 

wroter 

"They might adtDi t the same historioal Sèriptures, but one leadier in the 
intomoation of' suo:aess,oallled himself' the brother 0'/ olésua-, while_ 
another subsequently assumed to be the third' person of' the 'Drinity.'" 

üike many British observers, Davis was anxious to traoe any ChristiaJll 

dogma or moral oodes f'ounœ in Taiping religious materials to ~aiping 

associations prior to 1850 with Protestant missionaries;' Even in 1857r, 
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Davis conciuctec:r that .Iesui t irrfl:ueno:e upom the Tà.ipings was negligible: 

"lfi'th: all]. their 'Dlasphemous e2rtrava~noes, the;y denounaed idol1.-worship·, 
having learned' their tirst lessons thowever subsequently perverted:) trolD1 
a Protestant missionar;y and! heno.e it was that a RomislhmissioD1 in 
China viewed: them t'rom the tiret with~ evil.) e;ye~II«40); 

Davi s deoided im 1857 that the T"àiping: movement would no1t suac:eedr. 

Il, T>heir ('lYaipin&J strange and1 h;ybrid~ protession of taith boded theml 
little suace~s,tor Contuoianism has not ;yet lost its haid on the 
Chinese miDd'."l t 

Like the: Edinburgh Rew.i.ew in: JUl.;y 1853, he deoided that the Rritish 

CDmmuni t;y in China created Clondi tions whieb led' im 185Q to the outbeak 

ot nativ.e insurreotionr: 

l'There: oan 'De no doubt whatever ot theexisting in-surreatiam im Ghina 
having been the result ot our Ol'm war. A'. lfantohou general in Ms report., 
distinotl;y statecl that,'" the numbereot robllers and oriminal a8Sooiations 
is v.er:! great': in the two Kuang prov.d..!ic.es ('Kuang-tung,- and Kuanœ- -se.) and 
the;y assem~ without ditfiault;y to oreate trouble,_ alnwhioh arises 
trOIlrl that alass having d'etected: the in-ettiC!Ïen~ ot t'he imperial troops 
during the war wi th the English ba.rba.rians~nl Il {4:n:) 

'l3here were still British CJiVJilians who supported' the Tàipinp.' 

Young' British Protestant missionaries, sueb as GrU'fith JbliDl, who 

oommunicated' in the period' ot Tàiping'militar:! resurgence trom l ]860 

to "ü:862 wi th 'l'à.iping ohiettains in Soochow and Nanking,o:ontinned1. 

eupporting- the Tàipings. British Protestant religious organizations :iin 

China however aommitted themselves in I855 to a Prote.stant aonwersiam 

of' the Chinese masses. In that ;year, the Shanghai Cbrresponding 

Cbmmittee· ot'the British and Foreign Bible Sboiety dismissed Tàipin~ 

etforts to oonvert the Chinese.~ Cbnsequentl;y,. enaouraging reports o-r 

the Tàipings t~onr a tew British missionaries and; trom, tssachar Ro'11ertlJ·,. 

- 40·~Dàvis,op.CJit.,V'01. :n:,P.];76~! 

4:n:~' l1H.tf.,Wol. 2,p.4l!2~ 
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who was domia:iled :from' 1860 to 3:862 in: lfanking; did not alter the 

atti tudes f'rom 1856 to' 1862 of' the home religious organization13 or of' 

the Cbrrasponding' ebmmitt'ee of' the British and Foreign Bible SOciety 

As mentioned: in Chapter One, Griffith .Ibhn and! Jbseplh Edk1ns"s. 

f'avourable repor1#.; liDr..dE86Chagnàiœni:ngpiihgr",.JDaipings was given' pu1:ll.icr., 

at'ti8ntion.~ Ertraots from their ao:count appeared im the Nbrtfu. ahina 

IHerald't 

Ifl Manyr pro:of's- of'tered themselves of We acti'V7itY' and vigour of the 
revolutionis1ta;: Large bodies of'" thelD1 mov.e dail';y71Jetween tHe cities 
im thefr occupationil.TheY' have the energy whioh their religioU8 
prinaipllea- and an active lite im1.1tC'e;~ T>liat theY': posess far çeater 
phy}sioa:n. and" moral vigour than tire Jrmperi'alis1t.s, seems to acooun1t 
f'airl'y f'or their great ad .. nce this Y'ear in p$Jl'rer and:numtiers.'" 

"'Dhe country p'eople ot'f'er am inef'f'eC-tual re'sistano:e t~) these l.!a.rge 
'6oùies of men. 'Dheir bauds for self'-prGTtectiiom,. liasti.lly organized 
and oonsistinlJ(' of' agricu1 tura:n. labourers unpraotised in war,~nno1t 

make liead against the tried: warrfors of the '.II'tai-ping part~';'" 

",~.~~tJie rabell. chids are.' mo:st CJlf' them Op8lD and oommumicative'; i:;;J..n:i, 
'lftiey{ make no seC'e1t. of their intentiom to go: 11'0 Shangliaii~: ~ they; wislh 
t:o: maidaiim amity' wi1fu their"1methren ~ tlia' wastsrm 0'Oeans~~'(42) 

Bri:tish ltrote.stam missionari6:s lm 0lJliUa liowe.ver' did noJlt gWe 

wliD'lle-liear1ied! suppori from'" I856 tOl 18'62 1#Ol ttlte. 'l!B.ipings~ 'Db 

c:orrasponding Cbmmi.'tte.e o:f' the British and Foreigm B1.bJl.e S'ocie1l;w 

pllainlly worried) in I857 that BOwring-l's aggrsssiw aa.tivi.~ a1t. <::antom 

m1i.glit slow thetr distri1iutioJll CJf S'or:l)ptures m, tlie lintBrio,rt 

"Mori earnestlY" do" y.our e'ommit1l:ee 1n'uB1t 1ffi.a.t 'tiRe recent hoS'tiiillities 
at Cantol1l mayr not revive the repugnanoe to iintercourse Wi.th1 m9œ of' 
other naticms' whiatil has operat'elf as the grsa1t barrisr tO) C1:iristialll 
efiorb im CliJliDa~"(43} 

~ 42 .. T,hompson" op~'o::lit~,p~I32~: 

C '43;' J!lïif'~li1Lrd Repor1t oC the Bl.F'.R.s;.,. f'or 1857 ,.pp~c,.:nrai-œJiJCCdi~t 
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:U;:3:1 T~l~Jf6 1858'" Revr': W. MUlirlIea.d! .. re'pJlàl.cœd Wal'li'er MedhurBt:; Olll the Slianglla.i 

Correspondirrg: <r.ommi.it"tiae. He-· ooucurred witlh tHe aonc:JJusionJS ~. tlie 

Commf"t:tl:ee axf' '18"55 to 1856> tliat insurgent religions fanatic:iSJIl1 mQ!tIIt 

interfere vi th tHe conversiom of tlie :fnl8nd <!r.H.ine se 1 

ftlOur anrletfes po:int tCJl the future, - t~ vlia1t EŒtemt Bible <!l'œlJportia~ 
operations, willll be faoilli ta'tiecf :lm China.' 'mie relligious elemeJJlti; aomœo~ ... 
ed vith the re1ielllion excites tHe illlJ-willll af tho-se in authorit;w'l" amd 
ort' tlIe higher eUsses intormecf am the sul:l:üeatt im relatliom tO) 
Christiani t;w~ ;';;.'" 

Alltlioughhim ]860 rami' JI86I,. Revr~ Griffi.'t1h J.bhm and-_ Re'VT~ JToseplh 

Èdkins DWtnemliaril!y supported t!lie 'Dà.i.piugs, 1io:griti;er,. in:J I8',$ 1me;W 

VJisi tect S'GIoClhov tOl d±stri bu:J1B S'.orfptturea'~; lm 1858.\. t-Heyr vere- d'efini t:ellYI 

eommllit11ec! t'o tlIe C!lbrresponcMng Cbmmjit1tee- ~ t1ie Britislh and Foreign 

lti:blle SoClldiétyJ"s' emfeavours and to- the-establislimel11ft iin~d.l af DIilissiom 

st'ations. 

'1Ilie: relligious encteavours ot' the 'llaipinp- pro:ga.:;'tiOlbe ot! onl!w 

sec.oncb.Lry7 importiamra- tfo:. y,oung:- unl:ssicmaries im <niina,.suofu as Edkius and 

Grftfi t1h ~~ 'Dliese meDl lJaliev:ed i'm the supreme bene~l!eDCe of comrer

siom ot tli13 <ntfnese masses- ta) Proteriant Cliristianitl'~ 'lllbis a1tti:1.-tucte 

was expressed: iltl their writings and' ~ missionary travells :lm the mti:erior 

1;0-, Solll<diDv,. 1lo1lli1 mem vere ftUlllyr ooaupied'. v1tfu the. work of' Protesta!rli-, 

comr.ersi~ Edk:iins wrote-. , 
", 'mits v.a,s1t citY-" [Soacti.:ow] must lia'V!9-,. a1l; lleari-,. 1,.200,.000 idabitaiiJl::s and 
tlieDetore' the casuall. e:r.fort s that ve are able to make the.re to SUPPllr. 
tlIe popuIati<mJ vi'th1 the Word' of GbcI cannot; 1'01' a long: time to coma 
~uall -tlie- déma.ndl.'1 We:- vere' so :l!ar-' suoaesdUll as tOl enter the c:i.tyr b;w two 
ptes and' gave ava,. Testaments alcmg soma of' the mo:st crowded 



thorouglifares';' rt 1s unneaessaryr to' say tliB.it tlieyr 'Were eagerllyr 
re'ceiv.,ed;'t (44): 

lrm I8..59'" liowev.er, :im his Reliriou13' Ob:nclf.tion of 17he C1iliinnse,. Edk:inB 

to-oka d'if'ferent VJf.e'W of the m..1ptngs. m.seo~d Dazr reports Olf rnajjpmg.; 
1 • 

pOllli tioalJ, and: religious li:te" Edkfns indlioat'ed that', t!here was im 

"'oriig2jnall. nmd!eus of earues1t" re1ipous" or tanatioall. uienl, tlirouglh 
whose enthiLBia~i~ courage 'l!à.e-p~ 'Wom so man;y; baitttJles and' to-ok 
SQ) ~ c:l't:tes.itr 

Iadllœ· tiie: Brit'islh Q.uamerI'w Review :Iinl ~ 1855', EdIdns aceounited :f."or 

'mI.ipiug rel:igious heresyr 'By expllainiing.- tlia1t lia1mr coma;erlm t!I!t' rnaipiing 

W:ang- divart'eit tHe origimt']] relig',Ï..ous' fai.-tlh and morall d:'isciplJine of' 

'llaipilllt ranks: 

ItKulJ.titud~S' have sinoe j-ofned: thellll, of' a far inferior moulld Olt 5tiara~er,. 
some impressed by fear, etlier invited by liepe' of' good pa~.' ~ 
Cliristianity of suatiJ. meUl iis of course in'siinnere, and tlie~ are noit 
fair examplles of' th08e 'Who began) tlie mov.ememt" DUr are the~ suolh good 
solld'ters." ~4g;.,f 

ru:. 1859". Edkins of'fered li'ttl~ hope tliat, tlie 'l\à.ipings ClOUiIldi re-' 

eBtabllislh frerùent relig:tous and! morall. di:soipl3ine m lfa.nldng-~ 'mIe 

original!. ll.eadlers of the rebel-lion bdl nearly alll perislieclt 

.. ~ of the firs1;t adhereuts oir this parti Have diied!;~ 'Dhose 'N'hose haïr 
lias not b~en sh&vem for ilev;en years,. wlio" were. the priw.te friemis ~ 
tlte ohiet.' at':: the be~t., 'Wlio j<mnedl. liiJDl im raligious mee-tings and 
maralied' 'With him tœ tlie field befera- he shuit liimseW' up fm Ms presemtt 
sealusiom 'Within tije walJl1s o~ liis palaae" and' laœ'W l:lll;m1 inti.ma1telly" Ha'Vle 
mo:stly d'isappearetf.'t' , 

tilte BlIlackwood"s in' Januaryr and May I854" andJ lilœ tlie :Br:ftislh 

QuarterlJ:r Review in JlU])y l!857r" Edkins in! I859 doultted report's C!J!f:' 

44~ Jl11~Ourtli1 Reporti; of the B'd'.Bl.S!.,. for 185B',p;1cti.,p~œv~i~ 

45."~' JTq,seplil. Edkfns', 'mie RelJi,rious mm-a,.'itiom of' tlie Ctinese (Lcmdom,18'59),. 
p.2741.' 
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~liinesa: people deserting: ennJIDaSSEr' to the i1à.iipings~' :B3'i 1859, Edldin:s liad 

takem quii1te a d&~ermin:ed: stand againlst the 'Daipingsa1 

"'Dlte Christ iam insurgent s iaJ <mina liaw nev:e:v hact 'the conCidence of auru 
pari (If' the natiom.' 1Dli.~ religious' chara~' W&s Oll8' reasom C!J!I' tHe unpop
ul!arity,r of' tlieir oause-.'h· 

",~~.~but:. ~e;w.rthe TàipingéJ chose for ttieir religiom one tha1t_~s1t of' 
uece:ssit;r. be erlremeltyr distastef'ull to MOst of 'tiheir eountrymeœ.'.:.': tille 
profession ai CliristianitYTlias not'; oDb.ineœ for thellll arr:p be1t:lœr 
reputa1iii01ll among; those whO' giw the toue to soœ:fetuf and have imnuence 
and! propertYT.~' 

in Gbina to inf'luenae themasses'with a foreign religious' ereed andwas 

:toraed to aomdwte 1 

"'with' a re-ligious areea aoming; trolDJ a foreign sourœe" and in"tirodueed 
1\w the barbarians themselves at Gantolll a ~ y.ears' back, the,! resigm, 
:l4n the ef!himatiom of" tlieir c:oun'tirymeBl,. an title- to be considered 
patriots.h'('46) 

EdkillB'iIr~mta.rReJli.a'ilisnmnidi.1fjillDfidJ.btlte; Cli1l.De S8' eonttnued! tli& opini'on:s 

CIlif' Wal!.te:r' Kedhurri {SSnior )1,. maintafning, as- Kedhurs1t had: praVJiiouslly 

doue" a wel~'-d=e-fined' distance beweem Hro:tiestant and rm..:tping: e:ttort s 

~ evangelizationi in China;' 

Œriffi1tli1 JOhlIl"s f'8.voura.Me observations tm I860~ and 1861 œonaerœ..ng: 

the lDàipings- a180 deinon&t~Qte:.Ol\\y a momentary imlt.erestf .. lifts momenta17T 

oomœrm with the 'llà.ipings anell hiiS' relations with 1the Ch1l!ll5Wang- and! the 

Kam W8.Dg: ïm 500chow ami llatBr in lfankmg: d:id: not:: influence titter 

eri tiaism' Ott the 'l!à.f.pinga·,present :lin Reports f'rOlJll 1860! of'. tHe British 

and FOreign Bi'tllle Soai:etyr im China~~ .:JJi1mr o:f!' 1861,. Œriftitlb.Iblin'l 

was again'8ooeup~ liimse]Jf" :frblllJy wi'tlh 1Ifte work of Protestamtt. œomœrsiom 

4~ Edldins" 'Dli&. RelJipous COnd1ti~ ...... ,.PP. 2m-27o~; 

'--1 
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and pJ.1anning' for a mission- st~ti<!ml Ül1 Hankow.' ne and: ~ W'ill.scm,. a 

colllleagwr-,. wemt up the YQngt ze im the HBlJllesponit 

"lJeaV4ni Shanglia:li on .:rune 9' and arriw.nw a1t HankDw 0lII tlte twe~ 
f'irs1tJ1I 

Œr:if'fi~ Jblin! expl'ainad' liliis aatrdties' im Jlime :n86'1 tm H8.nlanu , 

"{)ur ob~d in° V:l.si ting the pla,œe .. as ta. see wJ:itil:lter 1i1t w&s desirablle 
~nd; practioable ta) establislil a missiOl%! statiOlllliBre im the present: 
state of tliB surroUl1CiiJlg: crount17~i He Had! mr.tt remai1led' liere m&1l3'T daJ9B 
bet'ore 'Me beaame impressed: witlh itB' irnporiauce and eoID11inmed: o:r tlie 
d:esira'Dillityr (d' ib' 'Deing: oceupied: bY'T us without dellaW"~' l lœOw of 
nD' pllacœ iDJ China tha1t lias a stronger crllaiml to prompt atieJr.ti±cu, of" tlie 
S~_;I1'(47ï}'i , 

In' Jl1ma Gi' 186:1, GI!i1!fitfu Jro:tiDJ w&s prepariug to es1laDillism a mission 

statiom a'tt. Hankow" a œLty BUPPOSed~ 'Deyond t'he iu:tluenee of' 'mLiping: 

From. 1858 llt'o 1862" We" Repor;tta ot' the Bri tislh and. Foreign Bli.'Mie 

SOcietY! frOID'l Cliina coDJtinue to indll.ca.1ie the oppos:!. t:!.Oft': tO' t!le 'l1M,pinp' 

'~ CJbl'ftQoft4iftlt Obllmitt ••• ,':bII Cliina~ ~f'o~e~L·1Hie,,'A=01f,'~~ar-.;-::.ttiC't cf 

ChrJr~ilpcind~-_~i.~'tiee~:àf"'~5he.ngba:i:, stronglly oppned tlie 'l!aipiugs~ 

Af'ter 1856, i~ &Ldi net: retract this- oppositiomj D'esœ-iiing- -tRe 'D.rea~ 

of 'll1ent"eim and' ElJgim"s diplom&~, tHe Corresponding- COmmi t-t.ee- wrote 

"I.ong: bas the Churcdh of" Ghr~st' wai ted and! pra:y;ed: f'or illie opening: of" 
this stupendo~E! aoUDtry;" im its llengtiil and 'Dread1ffil" to the inlt1roductiom 
of' the Cfc:œpe]4!.; •• ' the jeal:ous' isollatiom wliiofu to> 80' great am extiemtt lias 
se-v:er.ed: GhiDa from tliB oommunity of.' nations appear.s' to:' be. at am emi!.,. 
and' iir the :frà.:itHlof a solJemm cmnpaCl'ti; :lis no1t exaeeded: or brolœm,. a splœre 
o'i' laDDUr will be opened: to' tlie zeall. and entBrpr.i:se of' the CliJrisllian 
C1:lurc~lI, 

.A~lexand'er· W~e acroompami.ed: the Earl! of' Elg1IlJ cm! liis missiom im 

185ffito inœand' CHiua~' ~ Cb~re~onding COmmittee usedW~ie·s 
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aiEiservati'ons tn 1858?, aonCl8rning:~w.e insurgemts :lin their Repar1t: 

"'mie: utmcrs1t ignoranms om tlie subjacr.tt of' Christiani tY! appeared ~ 
prevaill. Alitliouglh the. ltew 'l!estmment i1l1 im thefr po'Ssessiom" :Jit, ts 
OX)mparit'i"v:e~ am 1UIIamwn book,., and tlie-re: 1B' reasom to fear greater 
antagpniSlJll frOIJll tlielll1 in the matter' o~ Cliristianit;r tlianJ frOID1 tite 
Imperialiists or tlie:· peopJ.1e' at' large:~lt'{4al)l 

WY!llfe's observations l'lere simt1Ja.r to those. :iim I853 of' Jrame.s Legge,. 

ta· those:' tram' 1854 t'O' I856 of v'all.ter Kedhurst: (SemLor),. and Vol thosa' 

iim 1859' am! Ifl63 of JToseplb Edkimt. 

Im 1860'" tlIe renevaT of' lill'St"ilities jm the nortHlof' Cliina. a]armecl 

t1ie <Cnrrespomfi1'Jlr' (Jbmmi t1tee-: 

"'l'he lio"st1lle oonisi01ll witlii the Gb'Ixernment aml t'lie coDSti'tiutiollJ'oll. 
apatlil' of' the peopJ.1e ma.;r' be eonsi4ered: the princ~D. ollB'ti:acll.es 1m tlie 
patlil o~· tlio:ee who liave soughit 't01 ai.rculJate tlie S.iptures~·" (49) 

:In WB li'i~sev.entlh Report in I86:r of' the British a.ml FOreignJ 

BlL1me S'oa:iietr". Rew~' IluiirlieadJ stressed the need for spreadil'Jg:' 

Pro1iest'antism im China a.mi'. camUdlly d!iseu:ased! aJJternative me1fuCDds wltdiafu 

tliB' Brote8tant missionar;r eommunit;r in Cliina might do.ptt 

"'I1t. ie- beliie'Vl8d! that the rebalL chiefs ana siumere:· in tJie desire ta, 
pr.omote CliristfaDJLtYT in ~lie countr;r, whil.'.e the;rr dOl not': 'tiliemsal.-œs 
prClllfess tCJ' umlerstand: it~! .A:ndl it may! be- tHat im this way! the Œb-speJl. 
is 1;'0 1:)e ad'Vanosal im the l"andl." Wet i 1t is' se&reel'Y! our dut'YJ to proguori;
ioat!e as t(J) the f'i1tur&'~! :ln! a~' case" wliitther Lord ElIginl dues auglillt v:L'tlh 
tha re1iells or not".,. ve: mustt jUdge as tO) vlili.c1h of' tlie belliigerentB- of'!'er 
tlIe mori inv.d.ting: spliere of' labour,. the J!iDperialis1tlJ,.as œompened: 1ile 
the terurs o~ the tlreaty,r,. OT tlie Insurgent'st: as spontaneouslly;- promlised 
'D3v tliellJ'l b tlie present cond'itiotrl of' things." (5i)} 

In 1862, the Cbrrespondirrg: Cbmmit1tee openl;r' supportedi l3ritisfu 

int"erventiont 

4g~ li.l1~f'if'th Report; of' the :B~.:BJ~,.f'or 1859,pp;224-225,p.230~\ 

49.~ :BIlf~six:tlil Repori of the :B~'.J3l.si.,for 1860 i,p. I25~1 

50.1 Ji11f'~event1tt Report!: of' the B.;ti'o\.:B.Sl.,. f'or 186:r,.pp~~6O-I62~' 

'-

1 
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"' BUt as 10ll8" as rEFbe-lJliom CIOlIItiinues and' the horrors of' war are 
experienoedl,- layzi.ing:wast'e: om otherwise:' fruitf'un la.ml and'. cmll.lliDg: inIt:o. 
aŒtiw:t~yr the worst:; passions of' the peopDe, al!ll aeticml :for goal! seems 
weU!. mLgh' paraD;WSecl and the voia:e of" Gbll speakin'g: in' Hiis hol:iness :ils 
alltogether' unheeded!;·~~IJ.rlierEœel'~ the in1Uuenoe of' tlie Rebel etie:t' 
prevaiDB', blasplieJDY7,- tyranny;; and' m~ser;w but tl)0l oIDearlly cIepi~; lits 
assumptiom 0"- pow.er, his· despotic~ na", aml tlie deso]aticm1 wli1l.oJb 
marks liJl:s course.: ••• " 

II-It lB' to tlie regi.on· beyod the range of' t'his' rebel!l'iom tlia1t Kr;! 
Muirheacf looks with the eye of' amd.ous expeœtiati~il: 

MuftlieaiJl wrcnm 'b1iat 'Dàl.iping' œomtrol~_ of" t1Ie aentlrall "'Jlangt:ze Ri'Wer "il8lle~ 

:iin1œrrupted the pans of the Cbrrespomling: Gbmmi t:ttee for tlie COD"llEIrsiom 

of tlie iniLand!. Chine se l 

", Were the ClOuntry at' peaae,- :ii.t woulJd) bEl an unparallll.&l!ed: meaus' ooff 
c:olJlJll\Uld.œticm.,and the number' of' inliabitanllis e:qualL tto wlœ.t we lia"V18. a1lL 
alonlJ;'_been led! tœ expe~A At pre:sen:tt a bar is im our· wa'1T~A V!ssells w:bll.ll. 
go' uP.J ebnsuilJar and1 meroantil1e arrangements al!e:- im progl'ess.' 'lllle 
Misrionar,y;, amI Bli'blls- GOllportB1m' must; a.dJv.a.mœ- tOllll,. l:imt alllL 1s uzœert'aintyr. 
'lllle retielLs are rayaging' the aentrall districrlts· and!. œ:hanging.- th wliol!e 
1ntOl a witd~e:BS~ Fire:' and sworl: are the Gri'er Cff tlle' day! witht tlil!m'., 
and' tlie peopcr!e- wim. not be induoed! to set1tlLe doWltl under 1their rulII.e~'{5I); 
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Cl1A.PTER FOUR 

<IDNallUSIOlff 

rm the period 1853 t'o Jr862, British jOurna1ist's and Britislb 

O'bserv.er~ in' Great Britain: and (lliina facUBed upom tlie ci'V7iil1 war im 

mtJi.na~' In the opiüan of man;w,. the 'D.à.ipfnplrwereé!.allI; . .at:Uraotiw=.,.aJltezrml:ll;.. 

~v:e: tIo· Imperialiis1t gov.ernment in> Gliina~' 

In mm.-I853,c.er.taiim matartalls relating: to the Reb&lllJiom begam 1tci» 

appear.- ii!t, Gk!ea1t Br:ii"tiab/ 'mieBe' were ~zœrâ]J]y considered to b.e 

rel.ië"b1e ac:c:ounitB· of tlie Ghinese. in'.tie-rior and: of' tlie insargeJllts;;! 

Material1s" S'UDfu as Gall.lleryJ and: Yli1a1Il's Hlstor;w of the lrnsurreœtiCiml iD 

"Çhina,. Hall ter Kedhurs1l;"s "Generall View o1t 'the lDsur~nts"',. Bt-itislh 

Parlfamentar;yr Ràpere Relatfm[ ta 1;'lie <N.V1.l.1I. War in <mina,. and' ~b'b( 

Rb:clr.'s· 'lJl:i:e <Jhi"nese Empiira- ctesori1Jed British and ~renofu expeditione te 

t'he in't.eriar and British and ~enoh impressions of' tlie iiniIland Chine-se. 

IJlliese ma~rials were st leas1t partiallly responsilile for awakemiing 

British œommereiat" re~igious, Hnman1tarta~ and poŒitica1 iDterestS 

:tim frrl'and <mina: Bèfore the Rebelllliom, Bri'tish plan-s tŒ influence tlie 

Ctibese. remained: d'ormaD!f; in, British Cldv3l1!4iaDl mincis :iim el:tlL'na ar liad:. beem 

gi'v.eDl a VJer:p passing- chance o:f sucoess;i One rememllers primarilJy,r WalLt.er 

Med!ti.u.rB1t's religious and" educaticmall. amliitions for <mIi.na;~ 

The materialis which,appeared irr,mid~I853 uœaated~inte~8~ ~ 

œ:h.ina. œcaus8' CTt" the pal:i tical. and religious cHallenge suoh ma1:.eriall.e 

presented to British oivilians and to British writers. 

':Cliese' material!s etateci that 'tihe Thipings promised 1IraveJ!. priVlilleges 
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to Bri tishl oi:vJ1lians ODOS the-'lIà.ip1ngs 'V8rll!uished! the Manchu: ov,er~ords .. 

'lllirou:ghoU1lt, 1853,. certain· Bri"tish wri-=ters and! the. r.nimesecon-s:iidered 

'llaip1ng: mili tary v:ietoryr fmminent.! 

aertailll ~. a ~iping: v:ictoryr"the;y; enrlsagJ3d the break:u.p. 01R' tHe 

Ghinese empire .' SUclh writers were' conf'idenit 'tihat British mere&1lJl;'jj].e 

int8reBts im China, British r6'ligious interetrtil:l,~ and the Brlitislh 

ccnœuil.'ar.·' commumi. ty,r wouilld' 1,;e compelJlJec'f! t'Cl' condu~.; relations wi t-l1J. 

autonomous 'l1à.iping: cribie:rtains~; 'Dhe Edimmr@l Revr.i.ew and' C1iam:):)ers·s 

Jtournall were notabl'e e"%ceptions to this type of' politica1 spe(mll!a:~ion~i 

Tolle materials whicdb appeared! illl mid-I853 also> described! 1tlIe 

religious :f'erv.our of the insurgent s.~nd; portirayed t'hem' as a band o,f 

G'odi.f"earillg' Cliristians9 l'Tlio:, l1ived! lly; a crode of rigid millitarTf discipline 

and stern moralit3'T;: WeJJl1,..kmmm Brf.tish Protestanrt;:· mtLssionaries fm 

e'lilLna be~ie'W9d: that We 'Dà.ipings were· eager "lm', read miss±ona.l7. traœlts 

andto) rec:eiva f"oreigr:r. !rissions. We1;l; Dr;' Cliar1.es Tàylor indiaa.t.ed itlia:1t 

'l!à.i'ping' promises,ma4e in! A'Pril:. 1853 to BbnliamJ and 'Xeadows,ciC:.un:ihimi.i'ti:ed 

llpni'gœ; Pra~ililài"i:~ ~_ èuJlt(ioniDyj,b(!1:lltnoured. if tne 'llaipings 

wom the c±V':lllJ- Walr~ 

E.1r0JlIl mid:...I853" howe~r,. apolJogies for Taiping mili'tiary' œ'U81tlies,. 

oWer moral irrsuf'fiaienaies,. and 'Dhiping' religious tanatiŒi.:BDIl comtiinued 

t:o be macle 1Jy:r eminenit. Protesta.mt China-coas1t nntssionaries,.sucfu as' 

Wallter Medhurs1t. (S'eDlior):, Jl8.mes Legge, George Bbllsom, and! other 

crllerg?mell'e As .Iames tegge st'rongly implied in rB53,. as missionar,vr 

ebterprise would be e%tended! iw China when the T.à.ip±ngs won1 the cdvil!. 

war" British missionaries could overlookTaipin~moraD insutfieiencies 

· !l-

I 
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anœ raligious fanatici~' ~ ~ipings inureased the intarest· of' the 

Irrote'S'tia.n1h religious oommunityr in Cli1Lna byr promising: to fe1'll1i1t 

mtLss:ncmarieS' to distribute S'-criptUDEIS and: eommUDlÏ.aat!e witlil 'l!B.i!pi~ 

l!eaders;' 'lIhat comrerstcms' of c:oun1tJ!e:ss <niines9' would 'De t1ie end 

:n>sul t of sucti, ~irmi tect. nrfssionar;w aa:ce:ss to tlie int!erior was the 

ç:onf'i'dent assertiolIJ of' wrfters' in the Bri"tish Quarterlly Review " 

lI.'raser"s- Magaz:bœ:, Bll:acdafcmd"s, and! mostt Bri't'ish o'Dserv.ers. 'Dlte 

euocess of' Ohinese emigratf01ll ha.d: indf.ca1red tlla1t the <mIlnese were 

well11,..swlted: ta) Western l.1iife;" 

'1llie: ma1œrialls whfah appeared im 1853 cited emmplles of 1tlle: 

poilli.'tical. r8'l!iaDiil!i~ o:f' tlie' 'lIafping" 'lIriad" amt SmalJll Sword insurge~;: 

'Dli.-& 'lI8.ipmgs posse:ssed: a oommand! structure' attra~i'98 110, :sri tjislil 

Oherv.er.S~i N, wri.-t:er ::iml tha British Quarterll.y Rev.ie.w fe1.'t 1I:Jia1t 'l!B.ipiing 

po~~itical!. pliilosoph;y'r slinul'd be at;tira.éttiv.e- to the <nilI.inese· be:aause 1ma1t 

pli!:i!lkrsop~ raminded hilJJl o~ the tenet13 of (funf'u.cius and l.re~us.. JJohm 

0xen~o1'd :round! tbat the 'Dkipings had a re:ligious bUs' whiolh was no: 

more: than a superstructure of ortliottor (fuDIfUaianiâ'mlsrœ. 'mie 'l!a.ipfngs 

reminded other observerS' of' the:_tiadll\lliim.zim revol.'UtionaITt 

enthusiallll1 experiencœd! in 1848 tlu Jr8491 ~ Europeaœ nations. 

J.8mes ]!,egge d'ecdared' tbat the TaipingB were attempti.1Jg" &1tl:!!enormous 

and a daring taB~ :En mid.i-lr8$3, tlhiB' reasonl alone causee! tlis 'Daipinp 

"tin. wiiD IIlUCti.l entlius1aBlJl1 and: puDlio supportt:tm Bri tailD as agemm of' 

We·stern libe.ralism~ in China~î A:aaording'" to reports" the 'Dà.ipings 'tiried 

'tio. e:8tablJish a permanent poIJ1 tioal structure'" 'l'hey had issued a system' 

o:f"ourren~ andl. weJ!e bu~ storin-g militlary supplies allong: the 'Ylanglme 

"':t-

1 



, ' ( 

-209-

Riiftr.' 'Dliey;' knew the importiaDC'e of .a,1ttiraeting: the Chinese scholar 

gen:Ïlry t'o their camp and' crondue.ted: ci'VZi:ll se.rv±ce examinBtiODB: for tti:e:ilr 

suppor"lters.- To' British o:bser.v.ers, it' seemedi the 'llaipings were :f!"ouncHmg.: 

atot'alllJy narruling: elite- to replace the Ma1œhus.' Britisnl a1i:se~rs 

DOltied: the rev:olutiona.ryzrelementia of' 'l18.iping: paJJitiealL philospliœ',.. BUclb 

as an appeall. t'o the: mm na1t1onality' andl an. appeall tor the restoratiolll 

of" tHe MiDg9;"\ Reports· m:mcernling' "WB- 'Dà.iping: rev.ollUtionar;w prOgraDl1 

were either extremelly- att'rac:t;i.". 1tœ British obs~rs, suclh as tJie 

naval!. officer writing- frow Amoyr to We' 'D1mes,. o:r were eritietizedi byt 

o'IJse~rs, suol:i1 as' l'l'.' <r~' Milne of the'9: Ed!immrsfu Rev.'ilew;i 

Material s' 'tihat appeared! im mià;..1853 praisd fnsurgeœt; bam:ts for 

oont'rolllliing the e2QSsses of their 'tiroops' iDl the fielld~ Oxenford, for 

exaDllpil:e,.O'llaimeœ tlia1t Chinese otficials vere allowed: to escape im I853 

froll[l Amo&r before 'tihat e:lityr f'ellll1to. the insurg$œt;s~1D1 -ttlie·~1time: of' 

B'ontiam:, and: Meadows"s VJfs:lit in' midi-I~3 ~ IDmklin:g'." :linsurgmJIt; bands 

ew.i.nD:ed1 a liealltliW re:spec:lt for' ~i tish oiv.i.l:iarr, life and' prope~ i:m 

the ~Oreign set1l:lement areas oro the' croast.' 'llll& Sliangl1a.i and: Aimoy 

insurgfmts- proved; willling: to· all.ow British riViitians tœ imI:e~ua im 

thelir aft'airs;'Înl the period ]853 ~ 18"62" med±call. missionaries,. iilLlici1t 

trad:ers' of' arma,. and: solxl?iers' of' for.1mnu f'requen1ted' bo1th1 insurgeœt; and 

Imperiialiait oamps-~ 

Optfmist'i~ news of' 'Daiping' religious and: moral 1rel1iefs,. poilliticall. 

reliabillit;r., and! promises of travel! pri'WilJ.eges for foreiguers vas not", 

tlie greates1t crouœerm of certaim Britisih observ.erB'~' Beginnding: iu midJ-I8D3,. 



..... , .... 

nrtaim aecounts rMei~d) :ffrOJIII GhiDa al!.sol umierllin-ed! t'lia d'o.mant s1Ia1te 

otf Briitish ~s1ts in the treatw portia om the: aoa~ 'lllteS6' acroounits 

srœl.ousl1y; qu~ the 'Va:Due of' Britislh l'e'ligiom,. po:ilii.tfcall. l!if'e:" 

a.nd1. soœaJJ inst!jj:tlI:lit~ 

The EreDDh JTesult missionary' eomnnmd.ty in~ Cli1i:na vas representedl 

!m Brfta:lln1 ~ the reliabl!e am)) infOrmati.v.e aC!roO'Uilita of' B. 0'.aJ:D.er,w am 

11Vam and! Abb' ~J Irua: o'tiimined~ legall. stfatUB' for litS' jpurne;w througJh 

the <Di.inese ilrhrior~~ ~-ese Fremm. mli.!ssionaries· presented: 'V8.l'uablle 

informatiom aonarning' the soe:tal li:re: aDd!. polii ticalJ liabi't:s of' <mdinese 

œL'WiliaDs and! of tlie insurgems im tHe in1larior;' MOlreov.er" CIlalllJer,w aM 

11Vam-s acmoumt appearedl im~' 1853, a montlh llefore tlie "mus· ibok"',. 

llarliamentarg Rapars RèlJating to the C1.'Wil W81!' iim China vas presemt.ed 

tG) tltŒ Lord!s~j 

British journaliste realizecl that a Framth miSSionaryi liod?, 

olitai.nedJ trav.all}ing,- priVJileges im theinit.erior bBcause' o1t its willlingness 

to) surrende.r in: a nominal f'ashion to mm.nese et:liquette.Moreov.er" JTe.B1lli.1t 

w:lllll'ingness to endure the hard:ships- of 'fnoavel!. in tlie interior, iim tlie 

~inese fasliion, enalll!edJ ttielD1 to f'u.lJfill1meir Christian duties' and 

o'Mligationu-;' ~e o:b~œtionable l'egal!. statue of a"oriminall."bein:g: t'rausport~ 

ad through tlie Ghinese Empire a11owe«l A bb{ HUQl to ClOnt'er f:neelJ;yr w:li"Wh 

lla.calL Imperialis1t off'ic:l.alJs.' 

'Dhe willingness of' these FTenofu JTesuita to UDdergo personall 

indiignities and: tn endur&'o hardslilÏ.ps of' travelJ. im the' inlti:erior ne"..,rtlie-

less macra· possiliJJe. the appearanC8 o'f two; valiuab!e aacounits of' th 

C.hinese.· intBl'ior~t 'Dhese.~ vere.' much eJlll1!i:ecl b7r Britishl obse1"\œrs~! as these 

'-1 

J 
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F"remdh aacounts oolllliained! muoJh use full. inf'ormatiom abouit Clhinese. ll.iif"e 

a.nd! about tlte immrgemts~ :Bb.œ"s· book, 'Dlie Cli:inese Empire,was oit'ed" 

ewm:lin 186()'), 1iyr British writerB~j 

British obervers f'rankly conceded 'b3T 1855 that this type If. o~ 

information vas uuavidillablle to' BritisJh missicmaries,merenant:s" or 

cpmsulJa.r o.ff'ic2.a.ls~· British o'Dservations were. eonfined to know:ne~ 

Œtf the ChiinesewhoJD1 they,r had! 01lserv.ed! iDl ean'tiotm, tJie Viiews oir wellll

knoWDl British Ghina. experiB', and' the olise.rva.tions oit' :Bri1ü:slh ci'Vl'il.!±ans 

and off:i:œ1.all.s wlio hadJ. wntured'. :iiJ!.l1e:galll';y inim> the Gl:I!inese· mainland.: •. 

lbiitish entry intto "tille i~or w&S mrt oondoned 'DN7 Imperialfs1t o:l1f':ii. 

o:1f'f1:dallse: 

It~ embarrassecf B'ri tish o1lserv.ers tha1t Frencfu missionariies preceded 

a· B'ritish miasfom of" inquiry,r to }fanking: and~ ob~ined: muolh nove]. 

trrtormatiolt' am the Chinese.1 TmIse ollserv.ers were anD:ous fOT tlie same 

tu-Pe of' "legal 3ooess'" to the Cliinese intarior. f 1Jlliey,r were de1termined 

t'o: producœ or oDt'al.m a simillarlY'f ins'tiruot:iiv.e work contœ:rn:i'ng: tlie 

eliinese insurgents and: the insurge~s~4 

During- the period' prior to the~rOllt~ cxmtmuing British 

:Iln1teDest in the ohanging f'ortunes of' the lJlà.iïpings,,{ for wtiofu t11:s. 

liriitish publie of'ten had' to rely upon foreign aoco'\Urlts ) prompted 

many Br1itish jj>urnalists and' observer s' tO) det'ermine' w~ tJieyr we-re 

orig1œmy interest.ect in the treaty-port.· settJ1.ement and' im the <minase 

itrlierior~1 'mie existence of' ']à.iiping' insurgencur pro:w.d 1io manur lIIritislll 

1uterested oDserv.ers, suoh as tlie organized Pro~estant religious comm

'llIlft;w, tliat tmœinla.nd~ Chinese were' searching' for improv;emelllli iro tltefr 

'--
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po]i tioaJ!." relig:i.ous, and eeonomic: J.life" wlmoih"lib 'llaipings ooulld DD1t 

prorid:e.: 

'mie: writ'inga o:f.' eall]ery;r and r'Vatr,. Abb' Ifuet:,. and British cri-tios 

cromrerning:' the: insurre:atiOll1 toucmed' B1!itish observers andl jpurnalis1ts 

ÎÏlli ;ret; another more' sensitive area~l cau'er;rr alld!. liilanl and Abbi HU.c 

observ.ed tliat the oontaot': of' Hi:mg: HBiu-ofu'uam and: o1ilier 'Dà.ipiDg: 

eti.ief'tains- wi th Protestàn1t missionaries" suo!h as Issaetiar Rolhe-r1ts-,. 

Charlles CJU17z11afi, and1 the (ffiina lfmLon; and: 'Dà.fping- reading.' of Pro:tms1t

amt S'criptures- and: traot's' dM DD~' lead: the 'Dà.ipings· 1i:o' express 

poDitioal. d1l.ssemt, with the M'anahu regime;' AC'.co~ to 1ihese FrencJh 

mti:.ssionaries', 'lraiping: mil1itar;r suceesses ancl 'Dà.iping: moral!. fe~ur 

were' no1t the direct result of Protestant d:eposi1t o:f.' S,C'riptures along 

the' aoa~1 

1 
Galll'er,y and l!va~ JTa.mes RulJe and Abbe Hue: stated ~hat: the 

in:sul!rec:tion gaineci iits mora] , and poilitioall impetus trolll1 lo~'ernt1 

1in:d.U1uemre-s' and! ClOtrli'aot; wi tli1 the Jre-su4it s 'DN.'r the people s- of' the intBrior.' 

AacorcM:ng: to <JàlJl'er,y" and! 'f.Vam and Abb( HUc-." JTesu:d.:t'", missionaries were 

alread$ established1 in the in1i:erior of' China and liad comrert:s 

num1iering: im t'he t'housand:s. 

Britisli1 observers irr.terpreted this French ollservatioUl as a 

partioularl1;r barbed' attaok upom organfzed: Protestant"; religious 

eDdeavours in China~ rt was'a~ao indireotl;r'ama~ok upom Britaim~s 

off'iœl.all. China c:ommitmen-l; 8nJ,t~On the basis of Brttish institut'ionall. 

llif"e im the mid-nineteentlh oent~. 

GallJer,y and YVan a.nd Abb,f Hue: tZ'ied' to umlermine a prirmiplJe 

"-
1 
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which1 was' C'l!OSEJ to~, ~e' hearts- a:t maDJ7' Engllishmen~; Witflh ref'eren:o:s t'a> 

the cotmre:t:e e:mmple-s at han& - the British China commiturenJti; andl a 

fores of'''Christ'ian'' insurgents in Ghina - <;aEJe~ amI: 'F.v.am fmpll.iiect 

ttia,'t; f'ull1 lamwlledge ot; and' a' sino:e., belie!' m.,Pr~stanit <mristliamttyr 

wourœ not cause a Protestant conv.er1i: to e%J)ress llii1mraJJ, pollJiticalL 

sentlimeDlti:a.i :rn tlie opiniOtrJ of' these ~enali1 missionaries', a. na1ti.om 

eduaa'ted in Protestant precepts' l'Joudi no-tt appre'datle wliat' <nia.rl2es' 

Madarllane and} a comtiriliutor to Fraser"s Magazine spoke œf' fm I.853 

as "priinŒl.pl:es of' poIDi tiaal sd.eJJDe,,;4 :r~ seemect tllllogiC!l811. t'o C'a:n.:lleZ7 

and. ~1IJ f'or a nation inspirEJd!, by Protestant prinuip1es W, in-e'Wi'tabl$" 

turn tOl paIDi t ioa1 revo1 ut iom"tic remcm.e t;y,rannu f'l'01ll1 gQ'V'6rnmenv,;l 

'Db:, sugges1t,. as C8.111er,y' and! 1lVa1ll liad' dons:, tha1t Roma.œ C8tlio1ieiBlJl1 

(:lim ii:tts JTe1lU:fit f"orml). W'aiS more- pra'W)'~ti'\œ at llillBrall. paIDitioalJ. senti

meDJl;s tliain P.rot'estant ChristiaDit;w was a œ1e"l'er attemp1t t'a sev.er 1ffi:e, 

powertul tradit'iona.1 conne~ionlbetweem organized Protestant religioUB 

endeavours in Great :Britain and' lillerall. poil.:itioal prinoip1:es;; 

SUo!h a. cronneot'ion liad: 'Deen f'irmlJy establli.sliedl f':roro1 'ti'JIe time· 

GIf' the Restoratiom of' Gharlles Il a.nd the Glorious Re-w-lu1i:iom of' I6SS. ' 

VTia:tor:lia, tlie arown headl of' EngU:nd!, was the nominall. head ot' the 

Churcitl of' EnglBnd.l 

<Jall!er,y and' lVan attaoked in ye1t a more specif'ic: wa.yr this llong-

time ~nd, between the f'orces of' British Protestantism~nnd tlie lli'Derall. 

poIDitical1. tl?8dition'- They appea!ed to prevailing: liumani.tariam sentiments 

in! GrEJat" Britain and France by presenting a oritique' of"British'diplomac;w 

:Iim Caiina~~ As œiscussed' m tfte suppllemenltar,y seo~cm of' t'he tha:sis,. 

:l-
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an assumpt'ion~ ~t British offioialsa lIere treating the Clùi.nese fa:irllyr 

oontimled! during: British of'ficdal relatiGns- with the insurgemt"s and!. 

the Imperial i s'tls' untilJ. the f'ujllJ effec:fœ ~ the 'Dreaty- of '1Iient-sfm 

a.nd the G.'omrentioll1 of Peking: became welJll.-knowm in! Great' Bri tain~1 

In 1862,_ Rear-AdmtralJ.Hbpe and Fred!erick Bruce attempt'ed unsuccessfœm~ 

to' perpetuats for the B"ri tish publJie tlieir 0\'1JlI otticd.a.lL view of the 

hirness of the: 'mii~Mi.le Radius' C8mpaign';lro\,re-œr' mari Bri üslb 

wri tere before 1866 stopped: wri ting: about; Britislh 1:ieiiB'Vloll..en1li p]Ja.ns 

f'or the: Cl:i:iuBse..' 'l'heyr rather wished! for t'lie fWlf±J.ilrent 'tiJr waIt" :iif.' 

neoessaryr,. of British intBrestis· in C1:ii.na. 

Many- British humani tarians', su:oh as Rev. George Snr.L tliy- andJ 

lloual!. of'fimlal:s, suoh as 'D.'F. Keaclows-,. vere plagued: vi th a sensè o~ 

personal!. ramorse' conoerning: Britishl naval. and: mtl'itaryr liumiliiatiom 

of tlie llinperialJiS'tiD- in the nrst·, OpiUJD1 \far. As Ma.aau5l:ayr and otlier 

olmerv.ers' conoiudecl during: the Firs1t1:Dpium1 \far, the nature of Brit:iislb 

aommitments' 11eading: to the tiret; Opium War d±d: na> credit· ta. Bri'tab's 

reputaticm for fàir dealinge;' Britislb millita17' and na'V811 pressure' 0111 

the Chinese was jjlstifed on' the- basis of a.d.va.mxine: Britislil meroall1tiJl.e 

and~ otfiri8.ll. in1iere-m im Ohina. Bath tlie WltItgs· and the' 'llbr:iias JIad. 

aondoned tlie.· opium' trade for a number' of' ;y:e8.1's untjili 1839~Î (D) 

lm I8'53 ami' 1855, CkllJery- and 'tVaJll and' Abb: mw continued im 

tHe t'radi t'iom of many- Bri tislh humani tarians and: 10calJ o:tficial1s im 

CHina;~nd ID8.gpifiecf the shame!!uIn:ess (Jf the Firs1t Opium1 War. l!u BO' 

B~' FOr erlraŒts- fl>om' 'mtomas Babtingt011l Maœaul~YI's speeolb during: tlie 
Great, Opium Deba1te mn I840', see .A:ppendix B',pp.idï4-j,15, pp. J.~1-2'i3· 

"-
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d'oing"" they implied'. for theip. British and E.1rench readters tlia1t tlie 

British China commi tnient was basad) upom av.ari1le' and seM'-iIl1ti:eres1te i 

TJieyr ao~ctured: tliat surely suc:dh am av.ariaious ana selt'-int:eres'tied 

Gbv.ernment and' people ooulJd not; ])e t1"'llS'f;!ad! 1t.o. engemler' lli liera] poilJ:iitiœaJl. 

principlJes ami' Ohristian- l:lenev.ollenae among: the: Cti1Ï.nese peopJl.e~ The;yr 

impl1ed: that- British Prot'estantism1 lfould retain: liffl!.e hoM UpOlIl the. ' 

1leligiOU8 and) moral sympa"bhies' of the Oli1Ï.nese peop]Je in tlie irrlteriClr. 

fi British Protestanta- persiriect in tlie alaseri of'" tfes to am immoral 

pa:ill.1itioal sy;etem. 

Bri ti sh cri ties of the Tàipings appeared bho.r·ml~(.;aft~~ Bhit:t.àlr. 

pu'Miœ notiv:e. in A~st 1853.af C&lll1ery and li.vaJlJ"S work~ ])li:soussing: 

moral and' re-ligious shortcomings' they observ.ed in reports concerning: 

the 'DB.iipings, these critias cauticmed: that the puri~ of orgamLzed· 

Protestant re-JJigious l i~e- must not be endangered: by:: contac,t wi'tilb 

'llà.i'pi~ Zleligious fanaticiBn'l and barbarous C!loldieryr~! TheY.' 1t.oo' advanaed 

/ 
tliB saroe doulits as oall'ery and Yrv:an aDd Abbe HUc~. Br! implying- that; i1t 

was unc1iristialtl for :British missionaries to allJy tti:emsel"œes with a f 

forC2' of native insurgents im China, tliese British critic:s,. sucfu as 

James RulJe and: "Obnservative" ,. a.rso questioned' the foundations of' 

British institutional life. DUrin~a period of adamant publiC' support 

for the 'Daiping- "pa.triots", these Rri tish cri tics denied the v.a.l!ue of 

arry British oommitment to nati-œ. insurgency,. im China. These cri tios, 

tlhen" eliallJenged the propriety of aiVJilian soliemes to tra.vel! outside 

the foreign settlement areas •. Ma.n;w Bri:liiiJhnoirllians were oomt'idemt' 1tha1t 

tlie Cli1Ï.nese belligerents' would co-operate wi~h sueh plans. 

."--
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From- 1853 ta, 1856, thia. Frenmh and domestiœ a!l'itique of British 

institutional life was instruative to many British observers. Oallery; 

and: Yvan anCt HUc "s accounts revea.led' that Frenahmen did not believ:e 

im the fairness of British diplomacy im China. These French acooun'lts 

indioated that Frenahmen d'id not credi"t'with benevollent intentions 

British civilianncommerciaL,polîtical, religious, or scho~arly7 projec:t-s 
\ 

for China.~ 

This attitude- was menacin~for British jPurnalists and inMerested 

observ..ers.' T-hese F.rench observations emphasized the failure of' the 

British consular community, organized religious forC9s in Britain and 

China, and' British merchants to further Britisfu interests im China. 

Acove al]" British journalists knew that French civ,ilians were successfu~_ 

in obtaining entry imto the interior whereas British and Protestant-

mission~ to the interior had failed. 

British missions to the int'erior he.d fail'ed' to gain' l~ega.l recognition 

frolJl1 the Ohinese Gov.ernment because Rri tish observers, sucfu as 'I1'.!D.'. 

Meado\'ls in 1.853, Jbseph· Edkins' in Jlfa.rchl186Jl, Wal!ter Medhurst (S:eDJior) 

in 183" James Legge hoJlit)~85jotGdJ8B6 refused to surrender national!, 

pride or surrender the immunities and customary oolllf'orts o-f: Weste~lJ.e 

t'ravell. The British Quarterly Review drew attentionl to this national!. 

t'rai ~ im the article in early 1853 enti tled "Middle Age T-rav:eners to 

From' the time of Bonham and Meadc)lols"S visi t to Nanking-, British 

of'fioial mis~ions to"d.nland China oompelled' a suffioient degree o~' 

respeot from insurgents and Imperialists alike. Still, the British 

'-, 1 
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were unable untill 1860 to gain trav&lling- priV:i.leges in~ tlle int.Brior 

of' Cllii.na~: British officiaIs plain'1.y f"oreed their entry,r u.n.ti,], 1860 

~ British naval and) military arlnamen:t:~ 

By' I856, most British j'ournalists lia.dl disearded claims of benev.-, 

'olanee towards the Chinese people, liad' abandoned: their admiration fbr 

the !raipings,and frequently listed their grievances witfu the terme ad)" 

the Treaty of Nanking- and the Treaty of the Bbgue. E:mept; for the 

:British Quarterll Review-, most :British Jj)urna.lls aivecf by 1856- wera 

G'lose to reoogniBing: that the Chinese should: be oompel!ed: to J)romote 

British interests im the interior;: 

The presence of native insurgency in the interior of ~hina and 

on the coast, the religious pretensions of the Tàipinga, and ~iping-

attempts to represent Western aivilization: in the interior awakened 

an~ perpetuated waning and' sometimes fanoifUl intarests and schemes 

o:f' British civilians in the treaty ports.' One'l.~ilihlœparticularlY' of 

M'edhurst"s scheme in I852 to promote the pu'Blioation' of' the Scriptures i:J. 

in two Chinese dialects side-by-sid-e.' Medhurst told! of his plJàns buit, 

liad.: no real promise of oonverts to aoeept these newl1y-pu'8lished 

S'cr:iipture s. 

1t irritated ma.ny British oivilian observers that French mission-

aries ~ined travelling privileges in inland Ohina and attempted to 

take oredit for feelings of politioal unrest among'the inland Chinese. 

These Frenah missionaries blatantly negleoted to mention tha.t B'ritish 

offioials also travelled to Narikin~.oDne oouldl not ignore however thav. 

Frenoh missionaries oould possibly, with Iinperialist favour, impress 



( 

the inla.nd Chine se with a IDreaoh view of British ei.vilization. 

British feelings of remorse aonaerning ~~itish oonduct in the 

Farst Opium l'Jar a.nd aonaerning the tailure of British missionaries 

and merohants to more favourably impress the Chine se were acc~ntuated 

~ news of French: .resuit aohiev.emèntè:ùin.tllià.na and by knowledge of 

. frenoh' skept ioi sm , conaerning British interests inl eb.ina. British 

;iPurna.lists a~ interested oiVlilians fel t obligated ~o abandom 

(J'la1ms of benevolenoe towardS the Chinese people.' 

Most aocounts however argued that it was for the material gaod 

of the Chinese that British commercial intere8ts and marketing: 

techniques be applied in the interior. This was the approaclilof l'ln -ters 

in .IUly ]853 in the Edinburgh Review,in Jé.nuary- and; MaT 1854 in1 

BI'aakwood fiS, and im lrea:ember 1854 im FTaser''s l!agazine. Aceording~ to 

manyBritish jburnalists, l'or the sake of the l'7elfare of l'ater 

generations, the Chine se should allow British scholars aoaems to 

Ghinese historical doenments, Chinese botany, Chinese tea plants,and 

Chinese grass-aloth. 'nhi s was the view taken by Chambers"s .Tourna]). 

And acoording to a wn ter in February- 1856 in Cham'tiers"s JJournalJ., 

the Chinese people woul~ only underst8nd and respeot a forceful 

insistence upon British privileges. 

]!n mid:..J!853, the majority of British observers oited sho\'led 

major.; interest in Tàiping religious olaims, poli tieal promise,- and 

oommercial reliabili ty. \-1hen i t appeared! that the Thipings might n~ 

longer win~ the civil war,Taiping pr.om;'sesF,to foreigners, and the 

ineonsistenoies of Taiping- religion', morèJ.1i ty, a,nd Tàiping porui tioall. 

'-
/ 
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struotures were severëly sortl'tinized. As James Legge indiuated in 

1853, Tà.iping inoonsistenoies were only aooeptable if tlie Tà.ipings 

replaoed the Manohus in Peking;' 

As soon as· the :ari ti sh Ohina.-ooast press told. of Taiping': mili tary,r 

~li tary reverses im 1854, the organized' Protestant crommumi ty andl 

Many :ari tish jj)urna.li Bt S" gave up liope that the Taipings could aocompll

isli1 the "HBrOl1l!ean task',·;i The British observers aocepted.' that Britislh 

interest s could' only be fulfilJled1 by fO'llowing the example of ÇB.liller.w 

and YiTan and Ab'bl Iruc. And? sc ~ 1860, a writer in the Britislh 

QuarterLX Review.and: the Cbrresponding- CbllDllitiee of the Britislh and: 

Foreign Bibl2e Sbriety im Shanghai were oonv4nc.ed that conv:erts to, 

the Protestant faith shouldlnot take part immovements of po~itioa1 

unrest in China. 

Priar to the Arrow War, lh'itish plans for the 'f"angtze WalJley 

l'lere openly discussed. PossiblJe points of commeroial entry" were 

carefully examined in British journals and aggression to obtain 

travel privileges for British uivilians'in inland China was sanc:tioned. 

The British people were psyohologically prepared for a renewali of' 

hostilities with the Chinese from1 tlie time of the ~y 1853 arti~le 

in the Ed'inburgh Review. T,he de.ily welfare of the Tà.ipings lias a 

topie of discussion in early 1854 in the Times of Londomeut soomlost 

its relevenoe when British observers understood that orly :British, 

o~fioia]s and· civilians in Ghina should promote British interests im 

inl'and China. 
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This thesis has attempted' to explain wHat happened im China, 

wliat happened! tothe attïtudes of certain British writers and journal-

iate becm.use British of'fioials- d1d: not: consirnntl;w keep tJioee UDder 

the1r ji1risdiction from wandering beyondJ the foreign settlemem;; areas. 

Al/] too often,; the question of whèther the insurgents would co-operate 

tully with British missionaries, merohants, and officiaIs determined 

the wri tex'à approach to the Taipings'. After 1853, there were few 

objeotiïie'British studiee of rnà.iping,religious, moral, and:. politioa:n. 

life.' M'ost British accounts were influenced! Dy an allnost urmliallenged 

pubIia:belief'that the inland Chinese would weloome British importe 

and Eritish writings. Ft was' also commonly assumed before I85&that 

looal Chinese offioials \-Tere preventing~ B"ritislh civilians from, reaching 

masses of Chineee who were eager for improvement im their Iives~' 

BOwringhs aggression at Ganton oould ~ interpreted as the 

response in I856 of the British Supreme Plenipotentiary to lDhimill;:1lliinese 

official intraD~*ganoe at Ganton. His aggressive aotivity certainly 

gained' a me~sure of approval from British ~urnalists who from,,;> 

mid~nB5~~wiS,3advoaating suob a policy~ Bèfore I856, oertairowriters 

indicated that the physioal barrier of Taiping-oocupied terri tories 

and the stubbornness of Tàiping ohieftains were faotors also preventing' 

Hritish oiv.iIians from reaohing massess of Chinese. 

From I853 to I856, the Tàiping insurreotion suggested to' Britism 

oUservers that a transference of Hritish oivilizatiom to the peoples 

of the interior was possible. Independent Hritish agencies, suoh as 

the Cbrresponding Committee of the British and Foreign Bi~le Sooiety 

... 3.-

1 



(-

-22I-

ire Shanghai,and British journ~la, BUoh as Fraser's Magazine,jstopped' 

supporting- the Tà.ipings af'ter sev:eral oonseoutive realizations;1 

Primarily, British observera realized beginning in mid-I853 

that they oould bring'their imports and their writings to Chinese 

~nland oentres of trade.' 

Secondly, British writers realized that British oivilians im 

China f'ailed to oommunicate meaningfully with the insurgents. They' 

knew that British oivilians did not have travel priv.dleges which the 

Kanch.u Gbvernment hM' given to other foreigners.' At the same ume, 

re.ports arrive d' from' <Jh.ina that the Taipings had' not oontinued to 

wimviotories. It appeared' to certain British writers tha~ the Taipings 

could' not honaur their pIlomises to f'oreignera.' 

ObJISequently,oertain British writers deoided to look f'or future 

oona:essions f'rom the ManCJhu Government. These men deoided tlia.t B'ritish 

of'f'ioiala should insist thai the Chinese Gbvernment legalize f'oreigm 

travel in inland Ohina. 

Finally, in 1855 and im I856, there vere encouraging reporta f'ro~ 

China that looal Chinese of'fiaials vere ;Xlùt:i:~ all.'owing- f'oreigm 

travel]ers to journey f'reely inland. 

Onoe British observers beoame aware that British oivilians might 

best f'urther their own interests in China., once they had won the f'inan

cial support or at least the vi gourous enthusiasm of the Bl'i ti shi 

publi~~an~ onoe they,had: been persuaded' that Imperialist of'f'icials 

woul~ yield again to aggressive f'oreign aivilian demands, a native 
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insur.rection imGhina became a burdensome annoyance to British: 

re.searoh and traveli in the interior. This point was clearly il:lustrated 

))~ 18'7! by Robert Fortune~'* Kost British oinmJ;tans(JhEle:nrerib.CÎ)~it1Je '.Uài

pings had completed this process of evalnation before the Arrow War~ 

*' See ab<!1'V'e,p'~'I66 for extnacts f'rOID1 Fortune's wri tings in-' 1857~; 

"-
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A:FP.ENDIX 

]NTRODUC'.II~ONr 

Gertain twentieth-centur,y sch~lars have studie~ British re]ations 

f"rom 1850' tlOl 18"62 with the Chinese belligerentB~ British perioclice.]l. 

and British oiv.ilia.nr·:ma.t'erjjals oi: tlie period: 1853 tO) 1862, aited inJ 

tHe. llod$ of the tliesfs,. often stronglJ~ dif"fer with the approaoDJ. takem 

in tlie twentieth centur,y 1)y Rrof'èssors Gregol';y;'; BaDllOl,. Ma17 W'riglbl;, 

and Jj.K. ll'a.:iirbank o.omrerning' the operation and: existenme aft'er mieL-

1853 of a poliQ;'1of neutœallitr. betweeDi Great; Britaim and Kamdiut 

O1.f'f"iaialls" Chinese ciiv.ilians,. and: the 'Dà.fpings;~ 

'miese schoJ.1alu3 liave Had1. acmess "tin> Chinese materialis and ~ 

Bri tisHl FOreign Of'f'iee materialJs~' 'Dlteiir. sel1eot:iion, cf' ma1àerml1.s lias 

contributed to their repective assessments of British re]a~onB fro~ 

mti:d~I853 witlil tHe bellJig&re~s; BUt wd'date" .writings 'üTt tlliase scliollliars 

Rave net e:mmined: syBt:ematicalmy and tlhoroughlyr a :ruIll series of' 

British perioùical material's wliioh rev;eal:ed' the China. intleres"ti:s froID 

]8,0 tOl 1862 ~ British jburnalJs.'Oue therefore o:ould ncrt expeŒt;l; tliat; 

"tillese sohl>l'ars would lie that o:ono:erned with', trlie British pu1ll'iicr"s 

assessmeml; of BritiBlilof'f"icial and: aivilian relation~ witli1 tlie 'lTaipings. 

Im the mid~nineteenth c:entur,y;r,- British writers oft6Di ErValua"lred: Britislh 

China poiicyr,and' ma.ny" of their materiaDs lia1le 1ieen oonsul!ted fOr tliis 

theidis~ 

Appendix ~ shows tha~Hritish jburnalisti~ and: aivilJiam sources, 

whialh d:eal specif'1calllly with British :fint.erests im <mina. frOJD1 mm-I853,. 

do not agae with or oorraspomf ta; twentiet1h-c.enturyr initeTprdiLtüus • 

', 
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Appendir B examfnes British relations from1 ]850 to' I862 witfu~he 

b9'lJligerents~: 'Dhis secxtiom <rl.tes offiaiall Ea.rliamentar;w materiall.s 

whieh were' available to many- British journallists andl ciViJJia.n-s and 

whicm deal t speoi.ficalllJy,' wi.tlh the reliatiicns of the British commlUlitorJ 

:lin Chi!na with the belligereDllis .. eonclusions which resul t' f'rOIlJl this 

stu.djr; in botlll Appendir Al. and! Appendix ]l much C'J:arif)r and suppor"lt 1ffi:s: 

w.i:ew of' British relations with tlle llellligerents ad.'opted frollJ1 I853 tO) 

1862 1JF man;y:r British journalists and British civillians in Cli1Ï.na.~: 

'-
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Append'ix A 

'l1lie <rcmoepit, of 'N.eutralit;yz or of N"om.lntenerItiom 

:Ir.' 'mie S'tate of C\1rrent Researolh aoncerning' the Quest!±om ot" 

Non-InterverJll;'ion' 
1 

I~ 'l'he Cbmxi'UsioDs of Masataka Bà.nno' 

in h1S work, China and tlie Wes1t 1858-1861' 'mie Origine of ttlie 

'D.Sungl:ii ITamem, puliilislied in 1964" Masa'taka lianno' presented observations 

oOD-cerning' Britishl offic'ialL pollioyr during' the ci!w.ill ,.,ar im eRliDB.~ B'al!ll1O's 

research itound: ~idence o'ff' co-c!JIpel!'Bt'ic!)Ul 'lrettreem tful f'orei'gDJ powere to' 

strengtli:em the Manchu' government.- Ba po:Œ.nted' out the effeœtt of" t:liis 

cm-aperatiam UPOll1 the Peking' pollliticall C'lima:tIa a:!1œr' tJie' 'l!reat'w- alfr 

'ltient'sin~ La.ter" liB' tra~d'. tlie eventual emergence' <J1f' Priince Iümg: and 

the Empresses D'owager and tfut tormatiom œr the 'l!BungID± Yamezh' Hamm) 

implJieci that frorm 1853 to 1860',. a British deC'laratiom of" neu1n-al1it;r was 

oniIly a segment'~' what lie expressec:t as the ;iP::tn1t poIDiCOJT of tlie f'oreigm 

powers' in Ohina concernin'g' the Imper:ilaliB'ti:s,.l (1) 

I~; Prior to lii:s analysie of' British and' Frenofu off'icia] attitudes 110: 
the 'Dà.iping' RebelllioDf .mraJ~'desori 'lred, m.-enctil,Briitis~Ril.ssiaDf and:. 
ManahUt d'ipl'omaOJ'{ and: the at"titudes cd' the Manchu (lb'œrnnrenv', and Cff' . 
the f'oreign power s' to the r.Jrreatyr of 'l11entsim ami the Cbmr:ention of" Pèking. 
Siee. M'asataka BamJOJ, Cliim and' the We.S'It. 1858l-I8611 'Dlie Origine of.' the 

''l!SunRli ~amen (Gamtiridge" Mass.·,.I964»),pp .. I0;.42~ 
Banno> compunded British and Frenolil dïpl!omatio~ ollPcrtti:~es wi"tih re:f'ereuce 
to Elgfm"s d'espatolh O'tl" 13 1biIi;w,,I858~ tO) Mallmesbur,y}'l 

"Ellgi!Œ and1 ŒrO'8 purpCJselly avoid'ed', tDy'ing" to'" "extraot mone;rr ctirectl;w o-OID1 

ithe Imperiall Gb'Ul8rnment im the nortJh",. beoause 1iBirr~ aware of' it s penur;w-,. 
t'hey f'el!.t :1.1;' woulld be unllise to drive it (the Manohu! gav;ernmemt) tO) 
d'~fr and perbaps tœ extrema measures o'C' resist'auo-e ~ puttiing: f'orward 
lMRbmial'3' (J'l'aims which iit oould satis:f')r oniy 1ly:r resorting: ~ measuree 
tliat' would!, in~ease its unpopullar:ii~y and:. erienel the area of" ra'&alJlJioD 

. lin tlie Empire''''': S'ee Ibid!.·,·PPI.4~~l 
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l3a.nno>'S' conxrJJusions' c:omrerning BtitisJ:ù ofi'iciall pol1i~ t'rom I853 

re:f'1ected' his ciiara~eristio; approac!i1.' me laoked aliead' to tile co!OOOrctin-

atiODl aftar tlie Treaty of T:lentsim of' B'ritish objectiv.e:s with tlhose o:t 

oMier f'oreign powers in' China. and' appiied Ms ollservations 1;01 a stage 

wlien this joint aD'!OOOperation be'tmeen 1tlie powers' was net ;y;e1t apparent: 1 

on more than a aonSUlar Ie~l~ 
\ . 

W'orIdng on his assumptiC!mB of a wide oo!OOOperatïve spirit betweeDl 

tlie Pllemipotentiaries of the f'oreign powers in" Cliina, l3à.nno',' implied 

that a British poiLier of" neutrality in') the civil!. war exiBted in', I853~ 

Acrocmiing: to :&.mm , British off'icrialJs' began iin I854 to a.dopt: an 

Jiinperiali~ liias.' His suggestfans of this bias somewliat presume tliat 

uwl;i;1I. I854" British consulls im China were fullfilllling: the obligations 

of" a neu1n-a.ll power;; BaJlDO) assumed! the exis1l:ence. of' <ICJIooOperati:C!InJ 

lieginmtn{r im 1854 lLIDong:- tlie represent'a1ii.v.es of the t'reat3'T pcœers and 

tliB JliDperialis'tia,. these Drem ounsjri tutiing- 1tlie on]Jy de ftLCIÜ> and d'El' :iimre 

poli tica.IJ. f'oree in China;: 

Banne notiaed the degree of' simil'arit;w of' Fremriil,. Russia.n,. and AmericaDl 
liBsitation :iln I85a', and' 1859) to enf'oro:e tliB demami' of a rericlemt 
lriinis1ter in Peking"~ 5:ee li.bidl;:,pp~51-52;' 

BaDmJ) tliem impllied' tba'tt l3riitish Gliina poliQN7 sut1tedi 1the designs o'ff' 
otlier ~oreign _miniBters and: the pcnioyr ob~Œti.~s of' the Imperial!. 
Cbmmissioners.J As liB suggeBted" one œf' tliB Earl. of' ElJg;m's reasons: 
tror agreei'ng: at Sliangliaf mrt to exeroise the riglit oit' permanen1t. . 
reai4enee was his appreo:l..atiom of' ~s and o!ijliers' argumenit 1t1ta'tt 

Il.;!;:;:.;; im the pres8Dlfj; critioal1 andl trouM!ssollJEl JI'\Ia;tte of our co11llltiry" tMs 
imriden:t-, would~ generate" ~& :rear,: a lo-ss of' respeœlt 'ff'or their go~rnmemt 
im tliB ep-s of' liBr' peoplle.~" 

Bee JrMd'~,.p.52~ 

',1 
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q.t o.ther scti.ollarJt connerning-Britism. pollicyr froJD1 1853 'lm 1862 im 

.GH:!I.na;; 'Dhe bod;,! of tlte tliBisia lias~slmwm t1ia1t 1;!hera vere ma~ wri terB 

and! oiVJil:ila.usiiirtBre:Btèd in tlie ~raoter Œif Bri.ïtish relations wiitli-_ tJie 

bel.]Jigerent's~ 'Dl:tu:. authors GIf ma.D1f aGC:OUUll;s al!sOl »:ad acroess tIJ 

Parliamentary ma:Uerialls wlili.oli: re:la"tied' to the Re1teJl.li~j l3riitislh 

periodicaI- a11l1' c:iv.d.lian maire.rial!s indiicatte- that Bri-ïtislh wri tars had 

defimi:ti& :tnowll~ o:fr British ofticnal: aŒlii.ïwitiessduriing: t:tie criVJill. var 

perfod:.1 lIbw does' the assessment of British polJ:i!CJ[ ::tim GliiiDa 1\w 1IwentJietfu-. 

cœnturyr Sohollars aoJ1lptre' wi1ih ttia1t of' ID1Ïd-V:ii~rian eiVil1ia.ns? 

J38.mm, 'tiegaJl' thee seœliicm of Ms baok entitlled "E'breign Atti.:t'ude 

t:ovardJs the 'mt.iping- Rebelliom'! l;y,r oibserving: ttiat 

nthe a1tt:itude ar t'lie Westerm mari'tiiDre pavers towards the 'llaiping 
. RebelJliom ma;w 1:Ie said: to have been1 de~rmiD:ect Dy tlieir oalleuillatiom 

as ter.: wliich of' t'he twO', sides iD1 eH:Jtna's' dome.Btio: strife woulèl lie 
more likely to contribute toward. tb ereat'.icm of a relativelJY' stabl.e 
and advantageous marke~'" (2), 

Re:lle~ting: the foreign pa:ri~ of the treat;yr powers to· meroantille. 

expedieno;w, Banno oberved tliat inl 1854,. British ofticial!s :lin', China 

aœlied as if they ftLvoured VJi.c:rtor,r of' the Imperial!. Gb'q)ernnrent im th 

o1vill war~; 'l!à.kiing.' support trOIJl'l tlie CODO'lusllons tltf 'Ueda 'D.b-sltio,. JToliD! S •. 

Gi'egor,y;r,. WI'<:::. ~ and' m.B. Morse-,.(3) :BannO) eS'tiabllislied a enmrept 

2;' Ba.nna.,. op;'œL1i.,pp.42-13';: 

3. lLbid'.',p.2ru .. l Banno- o1ted tHe f'bll'owing' materialls of' Ueda 'D.'o-sliio>l 
n'lIalieiraDl to' gaikokut", publ1ishecf lin three parts- :fm Kokka I;'iklca Basslti, 
~ .. 91464-494' (Sep'tiem1ier 194&) , 62, I21669~87r (D'ec:em1ler 1947 ,. and; 
6.3'.'I-3':3I-m~ (Marolb 1949)': and: "'Dlte &1It.ernationalL Rellaticrœ of' 1tlie 
'F'a:Ji ~:iiDg- Rebellion"', JapaJll AnnuaI. o1f' Law and! PcrJ.:iti0S,lIf,o,. 21 119-I48i( 1953). 

He alls(I) ref"erred' to the arti!alI.e of' JT.s~ <k'egor;yr,JJ"ournal of' Asiam 
_ Slt'ud'ies,19:Ie! II-24· {liov.emti:er 1959), to, the book of' \i'.e:. C'oS'ti:i.D" 

Œreat Bl':iitaim and Chinatla'3=1860', and' to' Voillume 1 of t~ book of' 
m.B. Morse"Imternationall. Relations of tlie ClilLnese Empire.' 
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a;f "BenevolLent neutraJ::i tY!t' Dyr Great :Br:i.!.taim and the otiier powers -:j j 

"'liiiCJib:,~.'lfillciG."Uered: ta"' lie aperatiDg', .int'ol tlie A!rrow War period'~(4) 

RaDnO' tliem presented: Ms eVJidemre tOl support tlie preceding: 

and~ other foreigm off'icrialJs wi th', tlie l'ocmJ1 Imperial.. of'f'iœalLs fm 

Sliangtiai was am iml'iaatiom of tlieir wiJJlinBnesS tO) cro-opera'tia wiifib l 

one anotlier and of their desire to eriablism firm rel'atiorrs;' 'mT. 

Eanno, a"t5ems im miina appeared to d:emaDil' ~ea(J1J.1utiom ait "tihfs' stage. 

through. dJ.rect'~ coniiaoit .. ; Bti'tish Cllli.na-c:oe.s1t of'fic::ialls we.re forc:ed: ~o' 
- -

deall. l'I':i.!.th local. Imperialis1t oftio-ialls': 'Dlirough these dealings,. 

according:- to Bà.nno, the 'Dasis o~· a 'benev.olLenrlt ne111là'ali ty;t tlowards 

tlIe tfanatius was established'; :J38.nnO" :lisolLated tlire:e: areas of. sa .... · 
" Br:litislh relation;s m, 1854 as poiin:tts e's11abl1islili.ng: thO' baF.:is of" 

'be~lLent neutrali~~ 

Flrst,lie poin1ted 110" Britisli>,. A:meri~ and :mJoeucih oo-operatiiom 

in 1854 to proteot ~he foreign setitnement'fro~ i!nuurstons~ He obBerved 

tliait the milJitary operations' o-t Britislit and Amer:iicmm forcresiim eo-oper-

aticnr W:litlil tlie Frenolil mil!itar,yr initerveDJti:iiom agaimrlt tHe r.nrial!s were 

oond~Bd fn am ·ant~iping: rat1ier than am ~'i1Ig spjjri~';; (5») 

Hbwav.er Banno) d'id. no1t specxi.:e)T wha1t e]emenb sliould c:rorœti tute: a 

pcrruioyr Gif "n'eui;lrallit~,. DOir Mid'. lie examine im d:etaill :Britislh rella11ions 

frolD1 mid-18S3 witlh tlIe liell'igerents to asoertaim tir- a poIDi~ of' 

neutralJitr, was· being: oliserved: by tJ:ij British QommumLtyc ilI1 atina.;' 

4;" Bà.mn;,,. op;'oit~',pp~'43-44~ 

5.: lItid!~' -

'-

1 
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~"s oliservations td a neutral pol!i~' being: repllacsd lJ3v a 

·oeDBv.o-lJent f'oreign~ neu'tirali t;r" towards tHe Manchus appear appticmbll.e 

t'a tHe crompllsr l'ocalJ. treat;y,..pori: rellatioDB frODll l8,) ta) 1855 m Shangbi 

amœrg: tlia :Bi-i tislL c:oDSUlD..,. RuVlterford! Allcnok,. the Bri tish c:ommumi~" 

01Ii'lier ~oraisn aonsuIates a.ndJ oommuni"tiies, a.nd~ l!.o-caJ.: Imperial\is'ft 
1 

orf'fioialls~; S'u.ch looall llmperiallis1t ot'ficalLs' as Ww cmieJ»ooCtiang amt 

Gti.~ war8:",;~ t'a: reta.:fim Tmperl.'aliri suprema. ov.e.r· wliait. 

_me tG> De kDowm as tliB "Fbretgm S:ettlJement;"~ 'mie 'Driad: ami SDJa]JlJ. 

SWord1 SGcietyr re:llells ret'ained! crontrO'ill. of' the ImperialJtst~ d:1I~ o:f' 

SHangHai and' tts' inhabitaœts' œrtill I855 whem i:li:eyr were anniHilla:tied, 1i;w 

IDreno!i1 and Imperialis1t forces.'! 

Correspondanoe Respeating: tHe Attaak 'enD tlte y(Jreign S'ettllememt 

at; SJiart'!'e present'ed tm l854 to 'Dot'li1 BOuses' of F'a.rlJiament demon&tra1tes 

l38.nnOl.s' idea of' aœ-operation be'tiweem Bri tislil CIJOnsuills and: ll.o-call. Marœ!im 

officri.all.s.' Dl~spatohes ilJl tHe Rarliiamentaryr Paper desmmilied 1ffie 1nvasiom 

iim Apr.±ll I854 byr Imperialistt forces of' the foreign sett]jememt o~ 

Sliaggltai. and;, Alloo:ok·s response to renewed British agg'l'essio~ 

lm sar JbtinJ Bbwring.s despatotb o~' 18 AprilJ"I854, ta, 1mB Ear.ll of 

G:lJaremI01Il,lJowring: inO'~ud'ed! RutHerfrOri AlJeook"s d'espatolil o~ 5 Aprill,. 

l854" to', S"trgGeorge l3bn1:iBm1,. tlie preVJious Britislh PlleniipateUlti,iar;rr.' 

.A:ll.oo-ak at; thatl; tilDe presented BOnham with a fait acœompl!i'-' me desaribed' 

tOl BonliaJD1. the d'etlail!s of' an invasion am ) Apri1J.,I854 ~ Imperialiri 

so~dieryr .Ire tola: of' the Imperialis1t assaui1t upom "Il8rious members of 

tlte British oommuni:t;y, his exasperatiom and' tliat of' the mtlJitar;y' c:ommand-

er, Gaptaim o'm.,m;agliam, with Imperialist' incursions intol the foreigœ 

"--

1 
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settlement ar.ea~! tlie: natura]!... respon:se of liimsel1jf' and: tJta .. UlnüJ.li.~ 

o'ffiaer - the' à:e&truo:ti,ion 'Of t~o) ... Imperialist camptl liordering' om tl:te 

raaetraok;1 {6} 

Alleo'ck wrli1te- that Iinperial!is1t o:l!ficialJs crould' not controlL tlia' 

exaesses of' tlieir trOUPt!- and' tliat consequently Iinperialis1t so:iIldiery 

made constant forays int'o' the foreign' settlement~ l"nî this d!espatoR, 

l3bwring: allso' inO'l:udedi a "NTotifieatiom' Cyr tlie British oonsullate om 

55 AprfJ!., 1854, to British oiililians,in 'wliiofu Allco:ck stated liws 

impatience and tnat of' the foreign c:ommuni.t;yy with suolil in1i:erf'eremœl 

"Unfortunatelly.' tlie mucfu.tried forDeaTauc:e of' indiViiduals aml t'he 
relÏ\1o:ta.nce: of' tlie oiV1.lill and: mil1itary autho~ities al' the Tli:ree Treatorr 
lfower.s t'o inv.ol'v.e thei'r reepe.ctiv.a oountlries in' aœlis ot!,' lio.~ty 
toward:s either ~lüIlb§migèrent8' in) the ci.'w.i.ll. war ha'V18' eq~lIlly tailJ.ed!. 
to aveIrlt tHe dangfœB whialh menaaedl ,the foreign. ommmuni. t;wèi .... .Aœ opem 
ruptur .. with tlie ImP.erialistt solld1er.s lias at lleugtti.l takew pllace" and 
tlie Chinese authorities ha-,œ lon.g: d:eœlI.ared their inabilitY'f to) 8Xerœse 
aDY'! eft'icment oont'roD ov:er' tlie~1 ElI>Qm1 tliat quarter,. tlierefore" llit:tT]e 
assistfanO'6' is' tOJ œ ]o:oked' for in tHe end;e~v.our to' apply a remed;y to' 
a state of' things alLtogetbr unpreaedented.i '. 

'.Dlie ctestruoticm CT! the Iinperialis1t camps 1>y:' British and AmericaDJ 

marines" supporied: Dy' tlie Sliangliai VoIDunteer Gbrps" apparenrlillw oompelTled 

Iinperfal!is1t ClO)ooOperati'on. wi't}t1. tlie foreign oonsuilil~l ADaeJok desori'bed tlte 

intraD'Sigence of <Jli1t-er-liaDgl!ooa - t'lie JTud~ and S~.ecial ebmmisslioner -

t'o remove:r.·tlie two· offending: Inâperialist eDDBmpments to anotlier area 

not tlireatent~ tlie forei.gn settlement';' 

"This morning: .A;prill.~4,I8"4 1 wrate to Kei~l~~~, requiiring." :linl t'he interest 
ot both parties and more especialllly for the securit;y o'f' the SettlJemenltt, 
tliat he should move the encampments re-sting: oJ?l the raae-course, adVisint: 
hm tliat tlie senior naval}. oL"ficer 1ia.d: 'tiaken and woul'd liolld possessiollD 

6.: B..P-.P'. 1854;" LXDI,[I792],. ~~O'orresp~'ence Respeœt'ing: 1tliB A1t.taC!dc 
.cml tlie F"oreign 3:e1ttllemen1li of' Shapghaii" EnŒJ.:osure NbJ.' 1" il1l Bro.e! l, 
,Mloo:ok's ëtQ'spatofu of' ~ Apr~ 1854'" t~ Bontiam" im Bowr~s despatoti.1 
CJf Ill', Apr:iiJl"I854" to cmarend:om,.ppe2-3.~ 

"-

1 
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G!f' the ImPerialis1t. flee1t, for ""~e present, as a seauri t;r agaimrtt furtti.er 
aggression agaimrlt the sold:ie:r;w. 'mie jjl.Irge liaviDg' answered in a 
negative selrSe 1lefore the l:i:our f'i%ecf im my leit:tter: •••. " (77). 

'Dhen,. .A:]Joock narrated proudlJ;r the ohange in1 at11:i tude of Imperialis1t 

o.tf'fic::l.alls fo"lllowing British: destruœtiOtrJ of' the C81Dp'S and tiie lass of" 

llif'al 

"'Last nli.gJi1I; after these cmmps were alll f'irad:,. no) furtlier dispos:i!tio., 1 

was ShOWl11 to moites1t. us',. and. as' W~ta&'· has hen; wiïth ma this 
morni,ng-,. and *lie"!;~·~~ih:.liàs;lelllP~d::'a(ldesil!e:i.tJia'tiilDà f'u.rther 
hoS't'.Uities slioul'd' t'ake pJJaea" ] am J:ed' to b.elie'VIe· tha1t it may- not be 
their desir~ to' see' this untowardJ etate of' hostilit;yr contiinue: fi :ml 
,-rlillcli1 case the anID3ï danger wi]Jl be: im t'he dïsposi.1iiOll1 of' tiie unCOtrll:rol!l.ed· 
bamts,:6er.eagurfng- the cd.tr.,t'o reeommenee a raiœ upom the S~1ttllemel11lt--
Dpe~P8ù~*~~~~~) 

In l3bwring*s dJe-spatofu of 19 Aprill.,.I854, to <narendom, Bbwring: 
i 
iinc1luded' AlJoock·s· d'espatc!il af n AprilJ~ 1854, to l3bni:iarJr;' Allc:oc-k 

showecf tha.t witlh the d'eBtruO'tion o"f ~e IinperfaliBt; enoampmemts and 

British and' French CO'-operation with the ImperfaliriB, who.· OID 1 April.,. 

I854, were rebuil!diIrg their camps, mlÏl!itar;y disc:i'pJ.line reasserted itsel!f 

among: Imperialist f'orees enge.ging- the T~iads.' (9), 

BalUlo,"S seoond: proot-' of t'benev.ollen1t neutrali t;r" toward's the 

1~' B-.P'..P. 1854, LXXJ!:[,rI19il ,0P,.c:L't.,EJWlosure N'o~ 2, :inl No. 1,. 
"N'.o1iif'iœtion" of the British Gbnsull.'ate ot" 5 April!,.I854" and Ibid." 
EltC'llosure- Nb.' l,- :iin Nb. I,. AJJcook"s despatoli.10$"· 'oAPz':l;iJl,.I8B4,. tO)_ 
BonhaJn1,. in BOwringt's' cfespatclil of 183 AprilJ~I854, tOI eJ..arendoUJ,p.2.' 

8~: ~"p."Jj854,. LXXilŒ,-[I192) ,op~'Ol.'1t;;" _Enc~osure N!o'~ I,.in N!cr.1:" Alicock"s 
d-espaton: of 5 April,.I854, to Bonham,p.2. 

9~ B',P.F~,Ia:54,.LXiXI]",. [ I192] ,op;ci1i-." ElJC'losure N'o. I, in N'o'. 2,. 
A'Jl.c(rok"s despatc1!l af 13 Ap;-ir,i854, to Bbnharn>, in) :Bowring:"s despatcfu 
~' 19 Aprf~,I854.' Refer to the ~~~lowingt 

"B'otlil parties im tlie oourse of skirmislili.ng" accasional!Jl;r crossed 
wi thinrrour l'imi t s but were speedilJ;r warned: off b;r smal] part-ie s of'_ 
B"ritish and: Amerioan mtlrines, oomreniently 'Posted for tliat purpose.· 
A:f'ter stating- that the ImperialiS'ts Bael di sgui sed' themsellv,es as oi ty. 
men and cro ssed' our m;e,rd to" a1t.taok, lie t Lim A-fuh}. , an) Imperial i st: 
o:ommander in the oi tyJ add's that the;r had a1lJ. 'Heen slio11., veryr 
properl;r and therefore warns hils true mem 1io' llake care and! not-, run the 
same risk.n {p.-9) 

J 
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the Imperialists was British and, ~oreigmdealings with the ImperialistB 

c:oncerning:- the re-establisliment of' the Imperial!. miLstOMS serv.d.ce.;' A'gaim, 

Banno appeared to assume a great dea], concerni~a eomplex series 

o"f specifie: treaty:-..port:: reJ.1a.tions betMeen British ai.'tizenr;w of' Shanghai, 

tlie British a:onsulate,., foreign consuJ.:s and: their c.ommUDli.tie~~nd' 
.... 

'Iinperialirt o:1rf'icialls~! Discussion of British of'f'iciall re'l'ations concerm-

intr the collleotion of' cuatoms duties in Shanghai do'es not relate 

d!irectl1y, im ma~ Brltish' pul:11:iœ aocounts, to tlie formatiom of" 

British publier, attitud'es aonaerning- the 'làipings.l38.JmOl sugges1i:ed 

howev.er a o:onneœtion bet'weem a British pO'licyr of' "benev.oll.enit neutralJit:W-. 

toward's "bhe Kanoiius and the diploaaCIT whichl ev.emtùallly eBtabJlislied: 

tlie Bt-ovdsional! CUstoms S".el"VJiiQe in Shangliat. SP~aifiQ') inoici'8mtis conc.ern'ing: 

the oollleat'ion f'roJn'l 18~B t'o 1854 of" cust'oms due s :lm Shanghai bear f'u1.ll. 

iimt.e.stigatiom to test lfann(J)'s' obe.rvâtions-;' (10') 

For Banno,., the attempted rauewall. ml 1854 af'.' tlie 'Irreaty' o'f' Baid:iW~ 

the 'lIreatT' of' the :BOgue" and' tliir Tireaty of Wanmœm ~)è±èlilp!i:n'à! a 

COl-OPerativ.e spirit among: local' repr~.sentativ.es of the treat~ powers 

and' the Imperialist'rr;' .A:ccording- to the terins ot' these treaties,ootlb 

"bhe Treaty; of NBnking: and sul:)sequent "tireaties' wi 1fu the M'anchus' were up 

for revll.siom im 1854;1 Robert; Mer. fane, a specd.al Clbmmissioner œr tlte 

United! states, arrived tn' 1854 to aonduct negotiations with tlie 

:ro~ Ref'er to mumo,op;:ai.t •. ,p.43~ Sae a~so JT..K. Fà.irbank,i1ra.d!e and 
Il!: lIoma. on the China Gbast: I]]}te 0 enin . of' the T.reat Portis lBi 2-
~C8mbridge ,Mass. ,·][964 ,and Monal ta: d'e JTesus,H!i.storiClt Shangliai 
(Shanghai,.I909 h for studies of' the spec1fic'S of" customstl 

negotiations and' for the establishment of.' the Imperial oustome service 
und:ar f'oreign. management." 

· . "-
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the Imperialists for renewal of- the Ameriœn IDreaty,- of Wangbia.'Iœ 

the au~ of I853, howev.er, Bbnham wrote to Clarendonc 

n~; ••• treat;yr revision also must·, wait' - sinee a treaty,r wi"ltlh tlte ImperialJh;l,:"~~: 
is1#8- would invo:l1:ve active support of theJD1 andl. better t'erms might'· 
ev.entualllJy,r be gv.tt frolJll the re1iells if tttiey were v;d.œliorious."' 

c:Jlarendonl repllied: on 3 0œtober,I853, tlia:tt treaty; revision was,·optionall. 

npt necœssary; .att-, the moment ";{nr) MIter oondu~ raJ.1ations with 

ImperfalJ.isttj ot'fiaialls,.and aftar an inefieotuall. wsit'· ter> N8.nkinlf~(I2) 

M~ Jr.a.ne returnect home: without a re-negotiattedJ, se.tt.:ttlememr~i 

l3à.nno facused: upom lifalmesbur;y7"s instru.ot±ons O!tr 1 MarctiJ,.I8S9" tOl 

Bruxre arW2 empliasized thatt 1859:' was a critical pofnlt.' Aecording: 'Ital 

Banna,. f'loom tliis tfme, British off'icda.lls in China aould granit', armed1 

support to l!inperiallist commanders';' BànnCJl explâinedt 

"'mle instructions- conoerning the civ.il contest in Cliina wliiafu were" 
giiv.em to Bruoe 1J;y Malinesbury, the :British foreign seore'tiar;yr ,0lIJ March 
1.1859, stated' tliat if the rellellionl was sa 100alJlJy l!imited!. as to be 
easily auppressiile by foreign navan forces, ~reat Britain ooulu: 
assist the imperial governme~t, l'lith' the previous und:erstanding tl:ia1t 
lier allies would oollaborate.~ "b tlte present state of our knol'lll.edge',. 
Mal'mesbur,y' went om to say, "i t would 'De not proper for you 1to: 
encourage am;r. expectation of material assisttance on, our pari"" n, (r3) 

"'J.: • .Ma.lmesbury was cautious enough, howev:er, to lleaw to tlte dfscretioJ:II 
of Bruoe" as tlie mam on the spott; l'litlil superior 10ca11 knowlle~, tJ!e 
conduot of alJlJ. manners wi th l'lhich he might be oalllJeœ upom to dea] .. '" 

One couln' impl:y from, Banno "s isoJ.1a.ttion of this one de spat ch', l'lhem 

coup~ed l'lith his remark about t~re~s !nItRe attitudes of foreign 

IX. li'à-irbank, op;'crl. t ~,.p ~4]4~! 

!2.' Meadol'ls-,mte (Jhinese~! •. ~ .. ,PP.3I6-3!7" 

13. lJa.nno.,op.ai1;~·,p~44~ 

"' '-

1 
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âuthG~ies" (I4) that' Banno) a~taotled partioul'a.r significe.nce to the 

;Y,ea.r JI859 as tlie criticall turning-point towards the Manohus of Britism 

offiaial poi'ioyr im Ohina.' 

T.he body of the thesis ha s' shown tliait BegiDiling;::iin I854"maD,Y! 

Elritish journal!ist:s and~ other observ.ers with in'ti,arests im <mina. start'ed 

to' d'ou'M; tRat tlie 'lraipings would' seize. p01itical coDtroll of.' etiDa.BlW' 

:pI5~, the majori.'ty of Bi'i'tislh journalis1ts and; British' ciV:iil.ians in 

Ghina,.consul'ted', advocated' pO'licies wlill.ch tliey belie.~d! would 

guarantee the advancement of British in'tierests im Ohi.Da': Tb; actiiew 

tlieir aiml3, theY' ,V'ere prepared.' to sarratiom a war" if neaessarY',. agains1t 

the Ohine se Govermnent.1 

~0JD'l I853', many of these same j'()urnalist's' a.nd' British ci'Vlilians 

reviewed the activd.ties of Hriti.sh af'ficials in, Ohina~ Am artiC'lle m 

JiulJY" 1855 inJ the British Quarter17 Review ,. an, art'iole inl Oc1iober ]855 

in~ tlie Edinburgh ReVJ.i.ew, and Sbart'h"s 'llWe~lVe ~ears in- ehina are alm. 

examp]es of British publi~aocoun~ whichltastified tbat Britislh 

-neuilz'alityu. *asC:ÜOperatiYeojin-::6hiua~ 

A~ter in1l.tial inquiries in mid~]853, the ma.jority' of British 

journalists and' British c:ivilians c:i:ted' wrote as i:fl" Britisli1 consuills 

sliould not interfere' wi th their rplans' for inland Ohina. Snclil ~niid;è~s 

rev.eal!èlt 1ffiaté:.thêre were manyr British officials and! oiv.ilJians inl Chtne. 

who-' from' I853 'tio 1862 ignored l3Onhaur"s deC'l!aration of non ... ilrberventi~ 

]ft remains the opinion of many British writers that, co'n'tirar;y to 

Bà.nno'''s ollservations, relations of the Britisli" o-oll1lU'\Ùdo~ in, Gtina witlil 

ft:e 'Delligerents were unaffacted 'Dy Bonham"s dec-laration 01' ','(.-.1_ 

>-
.. 1 

1 
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non-intervemt io~' 

2~ '.Dlie Cbnclusions of JOhn' Sc. Greœ1jll 

JTohm Sie Gregor,yy aorwluded' that British officialls in' Chù.na. f'rOJDl 

1853 t'o 1862 appliedi wha.1t he specified as a pOiJ.Jic;W of' ·arme; üeu'tlralitF'~' 

Acoording' to Gra-gol'3'{" the. extent of1'arme.dl neutralJit;w" was lim1i. ted... In1 

Ris view,. a breachlof' neutra,lity accurred on]yrwliem Bri~ishlf.braas were 

1JlSedJ to assi'irtiobne of' t'he lielJligeremlnt.Suoh a decisian required ofti.,l!. 

apprcm!LlJ. f'roIJrl Lo~ Œra-gory c:-a:re~1l1]}y' outl:inedJ tne lJimitations' af 

hfs approaclh tOl :sri tish officialJ poili. 

"Om ~e eve of" the out'tireàko6ftiHesaeoolldoapilmnnrar :iim China, tbref'ore'" 
British' po[lioyr toward's the 'Daiping: re'5elliom'was im a rath~r pecu:JJia' 
pO'sition whichl def'ies' d!ef'initioUl im si'mplJe and usu'l.ll terms. Filndame~ 
al!.]}y 1~ remained in intent an~ applicatiomwn~t it bad beem sinee 1803, 
a pol!ic;W of' armed and limi t'ad neutrali ty, llimi "lied in the sense· tha.t", 111; 
was DOt; prepa,red~ to permit': ei ther side to brlting: the mab treaty,.-porl. 
areaS' in'tio tlie f'ield o~ a:onfiid." (I5;) 

Gregory oited the f'olll'owing interpre1m.tion Œlf :mteri:I8:~iona.l1. Jla.w 

tuJ support. his cont'entio!l1 tha1t in the mid'-nliIœteeDJtlnl oenturyr" a 

natiom"s' Olf'f'ic:i.al millitary contribution "ti:o a belligerent" and: tlia:tt 

alJ.omr" could remo-œ that nation froIJrl a neutrall. po-sition.' GregoI'YJ 

ref'errad t'o the works O"f L'; OppenH:e:linr,. ent"itl'ed. IniternationalL Law (T'tifu 

]5. Gra-gory,. Great' Bri"tain.~~ .. ,.PP .. 74-75 .. 11'e.1t of.ten throughout lills bOC)lk,. 
Gregory llad' to aocount f'or the departures of' British officialJs in CMna 
f'rom the pa11.term of" "armed andl limited neutral!ity" lie enVJisa~d~ N:ot:e, 
:trOll" examplJe the f'olll.:owing- ref'erring: to Brftish' relations immedia.te~ 
prior to ithe Arrow War: 

"lYTet tlie l'imi ts of thi s' neutralli ty' liad been en ended in sucn1 a. way; 
as t'o make British palicy one whiclh might,. im certa.in TeI7/! po:ssil:Ule 
ciroums1mnces, work ml f'avour of' the Mà.nohul go~rmnenil;,. wlbLll.e om tb 
o1ffier band there 'Kas explici1t rejeot:l!ODl d. tlie idea of' off'ering: 
direot" aitI: t'o: the governmen1lt~"(pp. 74-75) 
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ed'it±on) and~ of: œ.m. He.ckworth, lin the D:iigest'~ ort' InternationalL Law" 1ili;e, 

sev.enth! VO"llume" iin tli:e ~mniDg': extracr.ts: 

"'Sdimm ne.u.tral::ity is anl attitude of' impartiali.~ it excludes suofu 
assista~~;suonour 110 one of 1fue 1ieJ!.ligeremts as is detrimentall to 
tli:e ot-li.er'.: •.• ;~ (:r-tl is no"!:; incompati'Mle. with sympa1tli17 with one of'.' 'tifta 
b~llligerents a~~sapprov.al' ~:ftlie other, so ]ong as th~se feelings 
do, Dot f'ind expr9'Ssicm in acr.tions vio1.'ating' impartiality,re'"l 

n:A:ga.illl [it-J ~:. ~ ~i dO'es no1;l: oom'Pel C neutralJsJ to remaim inaœt'i'Ve wlien a 
bellligerent- i'n ~ryi~ in hostilines viilraJates the ruDes of 
Internat ional. La,,-." (rJr6 ), 
1 

Grego~s wri tirl8B conoerning: the queS'tioltl aC' ueutrality :indico:tt.e 

that; 'D37 ttsing' such' llegalL oliBervations, ODe couiIJd eond:one arrgr mamœr o~ 

inireri'erenoe ft'0JIIl ]853 ~:ari tishl off'iaiaJls: ~ ci.1JJilJians im belDJigereJl!lt. 

affaira 1in Clitna;! Fbr Gregor,y;r, ne,utra.li~ e:x:i.stecl. as 10llg; as 1t1ie 

o:bjjicti"\œ' in 'Wiew- was ~ protection1 ot'- Britislh treat;y;-pori interesta, 

and as l!otIg: as one: of." tthe. belligereD1l7s in China. 'VIiilll.a1iedi a eo:nnept; orE 

"i:ute:rnationaIL ]aw"~ He belie-v:elf tlili:s intierpret.fioDD~umù.t1!&li~ 

oiiaracterized: British ofiiciall, dealfngs t'liroughout t'he pe.1'iod: wivhl 

e-ï ther' beJllligerent;;('I'Tr)J 

I~ <li'egoryr, Œrea1t Briitai~'~:~~.,P. 2I3 :t~25,2~ 

:r:7~:rMdI~,pp.22-23. S'ee the foDl:owing: extract whiafu in Œregor,yr's 
estimation expresses the degree of" latitude in millitary operations 
pel'lD1i.:ssable duriDg"a British policy of 'ueutralJity': 

nlHrit'ailll-S' riB»tt~to d"efeml! t1i'em"[ the foreign' ~e1tt'llement areas) was 
1iaaecf silnplly onl her actual' ocroupation of tliellJ1 and om lier eapaci tyr tOl 
do BO as a power _~lJi taril1y stronger than ei tli~r of' the WCJl combattaJlts 
im the ci'\till. war.'~,! •• '" , 

'llh.ls is a samp1:e o:f' Gregory"s reaBomLntr' which fndeed deacrtbeè .' 
spirïrtt af' China-coaS'tt r~tions be.tweem British ofiiœ:l.als inl CRina 
and! the be]l:igerants.: Br:iitism publJ1i~ ma1ierialls" as ci.ted in the Do~ 
oir the thesis, of't'elll took the same viiew C!J~ Br:LtisID official!. rellations 
wiw" the belJlJigerenta' bmt d!etiinad! 1ro C'JIassif); Bri.i1iialh rellatlions as a 
·n:eutra.ll_· pollioy,r.:B.1rOJll1 :E8:B3 1iœ 1862" man;yr Olf the Bri,1iislh p\1lJlia ma1œr:tal!.s 
were caml1.dn.;y pa1!t'ial tOl Omt' o~ the: Cliinese be'11igereJrts .. In!~,. as 

'-
- 1 
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Gre~s' OOllC'lusionsconCerning: British off'icial relJations l'litht 

t1te bell:igerents become self';..evfdeUllt wi~: an' umlerstandiug of' 1Ihis 

llegal framework supporting liis arguments;' He argued! tliat f'rOJD1 Marclh 

or ~ 1853 unttiil!. E1è'llruaryr 1862, 1tHe~e l'las no def'iuablle breakdoWDl in, 

tHe operati~m o'l His' aonc-eptl~ of" .armed: neu'tirallit~~ Fbr eDmPlLe,. a:et'6r 

dascri'l:lülg:,,~ :tin Fabruary and Marc!h of 1861,- Re~dmti.iralL BDpe and 

1IB~ Harkes' llecf. the f'irstt British exped!:Ltiom up the YTlIIlg'Ime Riv.er,. .. 

Gregory.r comment'ed: 

"this oftiOiall British ex:pedlitian of' Fe'llruaryr 186~ vas Q8rta~lnD{!t 
p]anned as re:oonna:iissance preparat:oryr to inter\œmtion agaiu:s1t tHe 
r&'1Je'lJIiicme"'( IS) , ' 

.A!:fN;Ia-r descriMn~ Brit'ish reIattions im 1861 wit'h the Manchus and the:· 

i1œurgent s,. Gregor.v:r colIO'l!uded: 

"Bri t:l)sfu po1Licy' l'las thus strong1ly; l'leigiItlt.ed! im f'avour of the: Mancti.us 
duri'ng" l86Jr, 1:1u't·, l'laS stil'li one of' neutrali~ im tllie sense tnere 1'1as 
no' aŒtive iinit.ervention agairnrlt the rebelllJio~" (191) 

Œregoryts ;mIiHngs state C'l!earlJy Wat fromtli85lttûnJr862,Great 

Britaiul atilie1"Acl9& PC!r,JJi:c~ of .armed! neu:trali~· iim ChinaI 

"DQspi te, the cmange im tlreat;yr relJaticms 1'1i tlil the ManaRu ~rnmenit,. 
. B!riitish'. polli03J at': the lie-glinmlug' of :ra6.I remafnBd essentialllJy' 1'1liatt; it 

liad beem sinee the early year& of'tHe rebe]li~one of'armed 
neut'ralJi~. "(2Q;), 

, 
foID.lows 1iellow". one cam imp~ fl!oml RarJ.:iament'aryr matermls amUlable 
t'o, ma.rJy,' Britishl jj>urnalJs' and other sourcés of' publJie opimLom t'bat _ 
British off'icialls in China d'id' not' :fl'Ul.:$tlL at'neut:rall"s" responsibiillities. 
'Dltese Bri'tish oftiaials,.suoh as Sir George BOnlIaDr,. 'F.'lr. Keadows,. 
Ru.tHerford A:Il.aoœ, Sir' JTohnJ :B'owrfDg',. a.nd: tlhe. Earl of' Elgim,. inMerf'e:red 
opemw in be:lJligerent attairs or suppo1l'1:ed Bri'tish intBrferenos im 
ba llligerent a:tfafrs~l 

18'~~ In -tihis: period',. the possillil!ity of' British reconna.issanes l'las 
oommon knowIecl'ge. FOr examplJe, see Bl1akistcm"s: irritation eon:c:ernfn-g: 
suggestfons tliat tlie :sri tish expecfi 1t1on:,-ope-~ae- ë3:P:tJdœation of' tlie 
1"a~e, l'las preparatoryr t'OJ ~e eBt6blisliment of' a ~'and: route betweeDl 
NOrt1i1 East :Em1ia and! Shanghai. S'ee Bl'akist'orr,op.o:tItt.,pp.30~~QJ3 • 

..:.;.....·k •. 

,-
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HB'·consiCEered tha"tl; ~itish neutra.li"tiy was abandone:d jjn; Fe'bruary 1862 

wliew ReaDioAdmd.ral. Bbpe cd'eared: the rabals' flloml an area oif thirty milles 

radîue ll:bbh tha assllstanc:e 1'rcmn tJi"e 1ll'Vl61Wl'lio~riouB A'rrlrQr und'er 

ll"red'eriok 'm)wmmend Waro';! (21): .. ' 

'. might liave indt.oa1tetl a!lohange im dïreotfan inI Bri'tiisfu of"fiŒi.all 

relations witlil the Chinese and' illl tHe -wryT ctiarder 01" trarmed: and! , 
llimited" neutral'i tyr. Gregor,yr expllainedll 

. "'sucli1 a Gtiange. liad:,. i't ilt -tn-ue,. 'Dean cmmtempl1alœd:. at tlie liegj;nnd.ug. o~ 
1859' whew the Imrtruatfons- to gufd:e F"rederick Bruoe. as the tiret 
Minister mJ.enipoten1tmr,w to' China wera liemg: d!rawm up illl md:S'tia.kem 
au:tiaipaticm af' the 'Drea1ii1:' o:f' 'Dl:ents~t't 

W"it'h squal caa:t2ion" Œi'egor,yr :iinterpreteœ. MalJmesbur:?'l"s sugge·s1t±on1oir 

armed: iutBrv.en:tiioJlJ agains1t the' 'DàipiDgs m CD-OParatiGUI wii'tilh t1i:e. oWer 

tr.aat:w powars as an' al 'tarnativ.&. whiol:b vas DOt meamtt 'tin De t'aken sariousl!$".: 
(~2) 

20;;' JTeS' .. Œi'ago~,."Blritish InterventfcmJ Again:s1t. the 'Daiping: Rehlllionil1~ 
,]Tournal!. af Alsian Stud:fes,I959"--I9601,.VG':n..: I9:,.pp .. I3-I4.: 
21;1 Œr~go:r.y;,,"l!ri tislh :rnt'erwnti~;!~; ,.p~'!5~ See We :rolllow~ 

"In· mid:.....l8nuaryr their f"oraes,umler the Clbmg-W8..ng", advanoed OUI tha1t 
pori., ov.errwmD.~g' the oountrysi'de. aroumt i1t without: at1lemptllng: 'tiu> 
Ertiorm the w8olll:s.' Tlieir o1i4ec.t ,Hbpe beJJie-wd1, was t'o depri-w We ci~ 
of supp-Jies and to toment a risin~ f'rOJll1 withinl. lm ~bruary,r, 1merefore, 
lie. began tO) use British forcœs availablle,m co-operation" with;. the 
F.lrench, Vard"s' torce, and some Imperfalist" troops' to ciear approacti.es 
to ShaDtHaii alongr the Woosung~ riVer." 

"JrDJ tlireatentigr..:;to def"end a·lJlJ.. 'tihe treat:w porth3 against'_ rabel!. a1ttiaok 
and no:t; s1mplly the foreign set'ti":Vement areas att'aoti:ed "lm' t'lieJlll,. HOpe was 
~ing' far bey,ond! any :iinstru~ons reoeiv.ed!. f'rom: the go-wrnmemt at home 
up to the end of: lIB6I;'" 

22~ lbid~,.p .. I2~ S'ea the :I!O]lowingt 

":But Malmesbury instfrlted!. tliat suoh aid should: De o:l!fered oni·y! om the 
eondi~iomthat it did!. not inv~]v,e the commitment, of large Britis~ 
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Gregor;y adinitted that "Q;fi'ioial neutralityl" :fin" Iaon: 'iraS of' a veryr 

questionabl!e variety~ Ire o1i~erved that the "mafm corœern'" ott; Erit i sn.. 

n'simplly t'a get tne treaties operatiDg" a-ssfUllly,r as possioll.e, witlh the 
acrl;1v.e eo.-operation' of the rebel wli:e;'.e neesssary;" bw!; wi1thou:lt aœtiv.ellyr 
mt'erveniiJg: in the dynasti;c: Btrugg]e.1I 

HOwe-u:er" li:e qualifid iJhia- remark witfu tlhe suggestioM 

"there was a:n.so> a strling: tendenOO'ï "tiowards nelping: mhange 1ilie si iiua:tiolll 
byr aiding' the ~nehus' im 90me waY7;!.!.:u, 

G-regor,w indicat'ecl that'; :sri tish pol1iayr was "experimentall. and!. unc:ertaim' 

during: I86I;:( 23) 

lfe. m:entioned' British: in1te:rv.emltiion in-. Augu~ IB60 agains1t tlie 

f'fret Tàiping: inlmsion of' ShangH:a.i,.bUlli liB indioateci;: 

"'l3U:tt tlhis: act'iom dicl noit. beoome:· the starting: point'; f'or a sustained 
poil.1icyr of' intervention fn f'avour of' the Mantriius" as did a simillar 
actioD!_fn .T.anuaryr lI862 and d!id not mark any:' deoisiv.e chalJg6 fm Britism 
pO'.lli~. "'{ 241)'. 

n· f'or tne time oemg: a satisfa-mroryr arrangement nad: Dean reaoiiBd OD! 
tlie bas1is-, as Hbpe expressed it im his report om the expecli tion,.'.'tliaJ; 
ml dlistriot's of'"!fue coun11ryr of' whioh the;w hol'd possession, -bli:e 'mt.iïp:iing
authorities must be regard'ed: a~ those o'f' the de facto.· goWl'DIDIm.1t and 
lIl1lSt be dea:il.t with1 aecordinglJyr.'" n(25) 

Gregor;yattempteœ t~ correot the oossrvations of' other scHolars, 

suolh as L~ Er.lb-K8.Dg-,. œ.P'. Fitzgeralld" and lfollger CB.hiJlJl,. cono:erniing: 

f'a:rce:B,. that it could lie ei!feetiv.elly commntrated again1r1t. tlie ralleD. 
stronglioillds, and tha1t it Rad the· supp~ and co-..operatioD! of' otliBr 
W 6sterm powers with imtmre-sts' im China.' '1llie tone of' Ms instruotions 
to Bruoe at this point suggeErf:s, tha1t. he did! not; ~ink inv.erf'erenca' 
praoticabl,le though it miglit be a desirable pO'iJ..i •• '" 

, . .~, -. 1-, ", -, 23. Gregory' J;ŒL-ea1t Br:lita±n.; .... , p. 87 • 

. 24~ Gregoryr,."~itish Inte.rv.enti~· ... ~,P.Jr4~ 

25;~ Œl-egoryr,Greri Britai~~'~ .. ,.p.97;' 

'-1 
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Blrritislh po-JJiCO'! f'rolD1 ][850) ta) 1862 fm. China.' RB queBt:ilaned: the approach 

~ W. Ebarliard!,. G:.E. li."i:.'1izgeralld,. F. l..eger" antf HW S~.: (26S) ID 

other words,- lia was liighlly eritical of' eonC'lustons reaohed 'üJr aertiaiD 

saholl.a.r.s of' Ghinese liisto%'Y! and1. of WoBe wh&. taok alti anti-Britisli1 

po:sit~ SU:ofu safu)1ars suggeBtedl that after' the eoImlluSi:ODl oir tl:te 

.Alrrow War-" tlbJ, l3ri't:i.sh jjJined tlieir oompanicms-a'tif.arms,. tlie Malœftus,. 

and' d:iireœtiedl their energies and forces 'to, annihilla:te. a.rtJ earlly represèntl1;.. 

ativ.e of' national!. lJiberall. rewlutioltl i.nl the inte-rior~ 

,A)Jl:Wouglil Œrego177 adr~ tly a-wided an MeO'llogical' in'brprdàtiom 

of the insurgentB', lie determined :troml a f'à.ctual 'lJas$s tliat British 

f'orC!l8S inI China vere DD~ signif'ioaDltllyr fncreased untill. ji1ri prior 

tœ the momenlt of Hbpe "B' intenentiom im l!862~ .A::lrter stating: statiiJftœs 

à-OJUl Bri!.tish md.lJita%7 and! na'Val!. estima1tes" Gregor,y;r seemiingIly,r ll.ef1t li1l:s 

readers to assume that t'lie. ::Iideo:l.lagieal comrlusiionB Qlf' aeriailll sCJ1:io'Jla.rs 

of' Chinase· liistor;w andJ tlhat We anltf-Brrtiislil senViments CJ1fc' Hb'lJ.ger 

ea.ltdill.ll. vere .. vi thout :faatuall. basis~!(27f) 

26;: Œregor,w,,"Br:iitish 1nterv.enti~;;: .. ,.p.;.n. 

27i~ Gr~" Great :sri"tia~;; •• "P'P~88l.89.! See the :ifoll];ow~ 

"'lllie argtUIISnt 011' BJmO~~ that ]ange f'oJroeS usedi to de1rea1t 1lli:e 
Mam:'lius vere kep"b, ccmveniently/ at lIand" ffl!st. ta ensure thaü 111!te Manchus 
obseDWld: tlle 1mea ty,' ami them 110 llelp oruslb the Ta:iip:fngs" iis one of! tlIose 
less tliam lIalL:&-1I:rrue an~err.t1s,_ wliJi.olD seem QGnw:rming- euouglm ait a dis1l:a.nce 

(4:1ter t:kliundred yea:ns tllere il DOt mumlh di'f'f'erence be1l:ween 1860, and: 1862) 
but wliltch liard1$' 'tiallJyr vi'tlD 11lte duitl! but rellev;emt cls.y'l-t~ admIDm5stna1;.. 
:fj~ fao"tis and :I:i:gures ofl 1llte time 0:E whiclb tlle~ refieJr'." 

See !1!!!i.,., p:p ... 8B-S9 :Eor' a :frUl'll. de~lQpment of' these Bni't:ilsh! na:wal and 
m:illi!"ti~ estimat.es .. 

"l'Ms ew.i.dence emr. DQ:"t be questianed om :lits owm aacCDUmt.. Bwit :lit seems 
somewliait mi!sleading ta. a:ngue thait,"tihe FOll'e1ign Ofi1'foe vas unable to give 
a tlto:liougm rew.l!ew to d:8.i1Jy dev:ellopmembs of Clid.na-coasi1: rellallions w:iitlm 

1':. the bel!lligerents and tliern lref'er 1lo nav.al and miilLi'taDy,' esllma tes (CŒ!H' a 
'. Go:v.ernmen:ti. whiolb neglLemlled fl!Ibtina affafrs) whiLclD ltad to: be approoqd iim 

.,-
1 
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Examlimtng: B~iitislil imllerv.entiClJJll :Brom Fe lJru~ l862 UlIJIjjj] "lib 

amni:liIJ5l!ation in July- l864 of the Tafpings,. Gregc:ny;r aga:iim Irèl)umd instances 

prov,ing the limi ted nature of Bri tislh armed :!mterv:entiom agains'h. 1iite 

rebels~ He aUserv:eda 

"limited in1ierv:ention:, ftn anq' case, was alll! tlia1t 'was possi:bll.e wiitlh 
~lIe mili ~ florces Bti taj;n bd awdlliablle :lin: C1td.na byr l862. ~~I 
lier navali forces in tlie s11aticnn were :linc:meased ~r a tlibd! on w1Ia1t tlte~ 
bd lieem :lim. ManclD 186l,. lieI!' mlilli taJ:ly,r estabIDislbnen:tt :lin Clbi.ina nema:iinedi 
a:L'ound tlte f'iv.e-11liousand mamt and was llUJ'h. incneased fn tlie lI.as1t pa:ns 
Qf' rebelili~ TJiere was howev.en' a v;enyr ecms:i:cieJIable nelia1iiv:e :iimlmease' 
:fun tlte Brjitishl floJrœs s.rUa.ticmeci i1nJ S:1ta~i." (28,) 

Gregoryr d:lid malte genenœll observa tïcms a:onœ:nnfng' 1iite moti_11j]ons, 

of tlie Home Go:v:emmaenit in dln:s.Irting 1ilie:iir applIQ\WSJl jjm Ma;yy (If l862 a'tfr 

Hope 1 s 1llti~ ld'lJe radiius campaigDll 

"Considerations ~ eCODOJÇ1 welle 'VeD1'/ :liinPOJItamii as wene cons:lide~atfons 
ote damestic paJl:litics. In. l8571 the fii:u.s1t. Pal!meDstClml gov.ennmemlt liacBJ wcnn 
an eliec1ifom :p1l8cipita'ted '1l11' the ou1ibreak ri tlie, AlmCIIW mm' :lin! CIttiina" and: 
PaJlDerstom s second governmemt llaunelied> tJie eampai;gm:!iD! l65'~S.EiO aIr'ti:e~' 
the TaltullZ8pWJse. FOD' 1ili!ts gc~rnmemt 'tto) became emlmerliliedJ sC!); SQœn 

:llm. y.e1L anotlieD' l!ar~scale V&J!' :in' ClilLna was 1~1œ~ 110.' p:t!ove 1140:: mmlb 
ev;em fOJI' Jolim Buill lt!mself' to Cl:8lllr3'1 (If!' sw:cess:fliül~ w:l:tlb par:l!:tamemtl.. 
and the elieiidRmâile." (29) . . 

Londan 'ti;w 'blie Bnitish' Parlliament. He used these na'WalL and miil:ii1l.a:r1$' 
esti'ma'ties ta, show that: the Bniitishl Ga:v:eDnment" a'tt leas1t" was m!f,'tt 
ac:b:tng in: a conspir8lllùlat.il:1. fasldom. towa:uds the Ta:lipings flrom: 1Ihe 11ïme 
of the :u.a11iftcatiOtrJ a~ the Ccmv.en:t:lion aift' Pelding. 

l11, seems :!illogioall 1;0: sliow tha1z 1iliene vas no' Home Gov.ennmentall nespcms.. 
:1ffiillii%v for looal!. dev;elopments o:B. Bniitishl C~as1t pcŒlliil~ :lin. lMl 
and slio:w JI :lin 'tiliis paDti'cular snea" 1IlI:a 11 the Gone:u.nment vas makiing a 
desperate eflfon~ af'tien' l86~ ta pDO~ ~ts~'nesponsfblle fo~~ 
:Burtlien' ClDllna iJnciidemts ~ tlie:lin' c:onimo1l GJf. f1rmnmes wliJUelb suppon11ed 
Bn~t:!5slh miœ:l;'tia~ and naval !orees im. CMna. 

8ee ~.~. 22~~ fOD the conc~us~ons of Holgen' Ca~lll. 

28. GnegoDy,r,prea1L Bri'tiain •••• "p.Il8;"p.Il9i• 

29,. Gnegory~'.hrjjtislil lntervention ..... r,p.2<i>. 

"-... 1 
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According' to Gnegm-y,r" Bri ta;n! would not support, a :Hù.iJl]..sc:ale 

mili tary,r interwntiom,.( 3Q:} because lte~ mili ta:Dy' and na-val iin1terven!li:liom 

was necessa.D~ fin 1862 onl;jr to tip We balanme of mr:JjJ.!i'tia:LW Opells,1IÏGns. 

'I:litliî'::Bm:tiIDb interv;entiOtr" tlie 1mpen:Ïalli~1t amnfea c::ould capabilly,'" 

ex'tiirrgujjslb tlie TaipinliJ3" and SiiDo-Bni tish Dela ti'ons would l1esume 

,tlteiir normal!. state. Grego~ meD!biiœœd the long-11el1lltl designs GID" 

hederick Brw=e to' siiDen:gW1em Pek~:1 s eommO"JL oit CoMnese p:n~lL 

GftieialLs (31) and desc.r:lilœd tlie :fœ.ilJ.une cri! these designs, .He 

ma:iimlia:1ined tiie llimi'1iedl cliaracten' d Britlislb :li~mt:ilom. Bnuce 

desc:mibed Ms inten~cma' :lim Ap:niill 16.62 :in a despa1ielil1icl sta'We~" 

tlie CJODmanden' œ" Bn:l5tislb i'Orees Un ~ 1 

"lhatev.er tlie 1':llsk "lb, Olm' "tirade :ti'lt liad beittisll' lie iinu:nnedl. tliam tha.'It 
we slto.ul:d :ft1JgJbtt. tlie bat1lJJes œr tliJtis Gcmemunemt :BOn' :lit" GD: a~dl it 
JDœ!S tliam casual 0lI' tempœrall'$ assistance" wli1lieltl :ts aJlll. 1ilia1t w.illi. lle 
requi1red: ta, enablle tlie 1mpeniallis1ts ta, 11ni'umplil" jjj! the~r cam be 
induced ta turm thei'l!.' OWDl ltesourœs ta pno-p9ll' accoumlt." (32) 

30 .. Refer' to~ MaD$' ~ -tl'lie Las1t stand of' Clid.nese Ccmsemmtiisml (New 
York,l9p7r),. p.,26) foD.' am ertmact ftnonn tite' NOll1ili1 <!:litna Henalld" rew.llewfing 
tlie YfiJa:J!: 186<il"whi'e}b suppor1iedl Gnegol1y.~ s' ellse:nv;a.tiiom 

I!le who: next pl!.unges the c:oumtm3T :linto Clii'nese wan' wi 1iliout :Bilrs1t mak:llng' 
ev~ry/ adm:l5ssjj'Bll.e e:CZol11t 110 av.er.11 :ti'lt. wiil!.lJ. :C:lmd iit. eas:1ier to face a 
Ta:e:ta.n- a.mJJ:y! thanl am iindip~ B:nii1iiislil publ1i'c ..... :iit will]. ::lim eVJSrYJ 
pcrljnt of view,. be a wise pali~,. on npa.r.t: cd those wlIo hav.e 1ilie 
managememt cr! Brftislil inter.ests in China" to cr:onmede sometlibrg ait tlie 
sarne time to public opimiom at liome and tœ Clifnese feeJ1ing: liene" ~ 
t1:ryi"ng tlie e:fUrect oi} am equa~::IIDrmr" 1ll:l0ug}i1 mone cr:onc:iilJia.1iory; :pCJ:JJ:lic;W 
1tham lienetcdGn& ptmsued .. 11 

31. Gl!8gca~,. Gneat Bri;taim. ...... "pp..!13-114 .. 

32 .. !!?!!! .. ,.pp..I14-115 .. 

-
. !l-
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One might imp-~ as a consequenme a.:fr: lacaJl B:ci tish officiall au..tollOID$':Dm 

Cltfna 1:lhat. :fmonn I860-r,;1 cenllaim BJrlitislh a:fm:iicfaJls :iim Cli1tna a.mIi:fc:lipa'tied 

the:iir Gov.eJmIllen:\i' s apPllo~ ri the otier.' a:B armed suppor1t te 

Imperialis1t œommande:cs .. 

Gnegoryi inol..ud.ed a :frew despa1:loRes and, notations oit' Palmens'tiom 

and Russel!l1,. from whichl ~one mighlt in:Ben' that these 11wa, gentlLemem 

were :i3lll!-:iin:Bo:mn.ed o:R Chine se atiai!l!s .. Pallmenstam suppon11ed Hope' s: 

aggr.essilv.e d:iiploma~ duning Hope' s seeonèl ndissfom ii:rr. Dect:ember' I86I tœ 

Nanlding despi te t1ie misgi-mllgfil o:ft Undensecm.e1:la:ny' of' SüEtie H8.JJIJ!IOnd ami 

Chine se' :iirrlieIr.pr.e11en' H~ PSIrltes'paJlmenstC!lll1 eoncl'uded: 

"These Rebells ane Rev.all.'tiers no.t onlly.- aga:J5nsü the Empel!Olr"bulit agamll1tl 
alll. llaws lWmam and Diw.tne,. and: :Ut seems quite :u.iglilt ta keep tliellll 
aWa::!! :erom the TDeat~'{ Pon'tis." 

Om 2& No:v.emben"I862" Russel!Jl wro~te ta: Bnuce and used: a t.urm cJ!' 

plmase whfch>. woulJd not suggest a studtous neVJ.ljew CD:if Chfna poll:iic:;ws 

"Holmi;'bl!.e as, the pJ!oeeedJÜlgs of the 'l!aepings ana" murd'enling as the;w 
dœ mem"women,; and: ehildnem whe:C~Ir theYf gcJ;" :J5t :ts :fr0l!' the Imperial. 
awl:ïliorittes"and no.1t. R"M,S .. ,. ta p1'otec1t, the subjeets Oiff' the EmpenclI' 
bOIlli Taiping au!\moci t~s .. You' willll lie ca:r:reful!. thenefOIte ta d:Ustinguislh 
those QSses :iim whJi)clh we hav:e ne:t5then." (33) 

3 .. The Concl.usions of Ma.pzr tiij;ti: 

Proiressor: M8.l7T WnfglIrt adopted: muc:h' the same appnoamlb as Masa1iaka. 

Banna: concerniing BItl:tislh official! nel!.ations w:iith· tlie bel!ligenemts. 

HeJ!' olisenV.a.1li.'onB c:oncernïng' BIr.itislh China. pciIJic:yr:iim the I85(it' s lloaked 

towands eVJidemœ' o:R' a CI:Oi-(!J:perativ.e eJr8 tliroughout the I8.60} s' 1:Je11weem 
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Bn:i!tiislh consulis i-ïrr, China,. the Britislb Go:v:emunent- iim LondOn:,~ and 

Imperialis'lt ot!fl'ioiall.s .. Duning the 186Q! s" Bnftisht o!Efiioiall.s :iim Clidina 

r.efusedJ naval!. sUPIlQr'tt ta:· Br:i!tislt. miissfonanfes and mencliaml;s :lire :iinIDand 

China and refused ta, stii1il!. the g.Jf.œri1ng:· a.mt:Jr-;eàreiigm sentimemtL o~ the 

Cltd.nese iirl! the :iinteiGll" MCi.îW WJ7:tglitt :l!rrllenpnetedi Br:ttislb iintenv.enti'om 

:lim 18.62 a.ga.insit the Taiiping r.ebells ta: 1le a cmitiCilall. iindicaticmt œf, 

Bniitish restonatiotr. cnr- oonfidence :linl the Impe1rl5al!. :cegfme. lDie ~ned 

:lill! lien- st~ examp]es showilng tha't; Bri5tfslh o.fffo:lialls and Bn:ll1lislh eilVlilians 

mn CMina ltad 1Gs1t interes1t iin the Tai'pings .. Slte was !mmffidemlt 1IJia.t 

Bni'tish' and 1rOreign in1lenv.ention :lire. 1862 a.ga:l!ns1t the Ta:lip:ling nebells 

1:iellonge.dl ta the ena oft hen' oo-openatiiva po-lJioy'. 

"TlW' impontamt pcrlint. ils tliat. ftlnefgm go:\œmmaentls :lln1 the 186m;' g: lIoCDk a 
d:ii:frfeJ7ent 'rlewi nev.a-lJutfaltl. and conques'tt wae botli\ abl1om:reml1.J lioJtilb wene 
b 1le av.o.i.'fiedJ a11 alIll eosts .. Tlte~ oould; cmiIIyr liope 1:lhe.t.. 'tilie Res1lona1l:iiœD1 
woulLd lie suecessfulL" and tliat flram-, a IÎew.ived! Cliinese conse~~a:tl.isUl1 
pol!ic:l.es acceptable ta the nest o~ the woItlldJ woulld devellop." (34) 

34 .. ti~p.c:tt."p..2Q.. See also ~ .. " p..22 ~O%!' a genanall. o:ltsenva'ltilom 
concenni'ng the nature a:ft' Bni 1I1sh· o:fl'1ri5~all lI'elLations :lin tlte I&5(i)J' s: w:llth, 
tlle 1lelllJigenents aBd :fUll!- hen' appllyiatg; Bnitislb liesiS1ta:tiiom:lin tlte 18l)m;' s: 
ooneemting:.n the :!ins1J1!88nibs toJ t1ie co-openatïrv:e ~iii~ of" the IB:6Q.' st 

'!A,.i\d:eeacle ea.:nlli5er the Bn:litislb had 1:ieem seanch:ling ~Qn' a pol.iqr" bUlb- as 
llong' as lIhe Glh':ling gov..emment appea.Jled hopelLessllyr weak and :linept:." 
Bn:li"tiishl counselis vere diw.ljdedl~ some :&."WUllBdi. nego-:ti:liaticms· :w:ll1:lJ:b the 
Ta::Jjp:iing" authon:i:1dies J o.,ÏiÏle:zrs pne:fièl!red negQltiia t:lion: backedJ liT :fr:mca wiltlb 
whatev.e%' prCl"Wimnal lleadens weDe fmmediiia.1ielJy- :lin œommaiIL ofl' a g:ljv.em anea." 

Ta .. dJe.pend on- this We ot· genenalli ty- witliout iinv.estigati'om œ!f. tlle 
na tU1"e a:B Bni tish' %ellatiionB in tlle 165(l)} fi; :wii.tlil the lielLlige:oemlis and 
wi:th jjlsiL a pas:s~ commemtary,r about tlie :fib:nmatiiom œ.e Clliina pœill:lle;w 
im the Fo:oefgn Off:liee" ll.eav.es one 110, :limpll;yv 1IltaiL :t:f suclb COi-Open:tlil:om 
vas :llm e'Wildenee· :lin: t11e 18:6m.1 s" th.e :oo:a:!tis' œr- 'tIlillis ecJ;.oQ1p8Da'MlC!JDl Jr8aclied 
baclt ~tmtlie:Jr tltam BJ7i:t:li$li:l ::tnttlenv.e!1'1tijlcml iizn 1862 ta the 'd:li~ded counsells' 
that. slle commen~ed u~ 
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Somewhat llefolle this ella of_ co-o,penatmnJ :ilm the 16:6<it' s~ lle1l.weem 

We powel!S and tlie Impen:iialli's1ls,,(35i) sb ne:flemred 11:0 F:neden:iimlt Bnuee" s 

anxfe"tiiw :Bœr' a s1mong: c:emtJrnl. Impenlialiis1t gœr.emunent... iim Pelding. (36,) 

Liike: Masataka Ba.nna~ sb indieated tliat,~! 18~" Bnitislb CJ!fWJJcr.1ia.l 

pel:ii~ conœrniing' tlie bellligenernbs ltad elJ:anged.mma.Md:;illti!lis witliout; 

:ilnv:estlJgatiing' cm:ne:frUill]Yï Bn:iit:Lsh· aetimlit:i'es', :lim Gli:Wna. 

Agaillf, lliike Banno." sb menti'<meàJ Foreilgn' Ofifc:e :iins'tinucriions 110 

à. Bniitish! o:fiffciall im China" the Ea.:œlJ olt' Ellg:1:lll. SJie lrOund 1llia.1:t. Russ~ 

CCJtrÜj:letuned. :Bën!' E]giirrI s 1ienefji1t: 

"AliandCmiing lt!Jis c:ap15tall upcm: tlie aàiv.a.nce CJII!' the Eunopeam 1lI!:oGps'" 
condemned 1io' admt'li the supe17ioDil~ of po:wEmS' wlb!nn 1llie eou:rl crir' GMina" 
:tin: lits :ffi3.tuiity,r" ltas l:hi. tliento; 1meated w:li.tlh con!tempt" tlte EmperC!Jr' wo.ulll.d 
sufier gtreatlJy'fnnepu11a.ticm.." 

"Tlie nebella wouldi 11a1te lteanit, the gnea1t af:fricens (!Ji!: the. Empine migli!t 
:fl:Jlml :lit d:ilMieuir.1t 110' ma.:iin1taihl tlte een:tmall au:thor:lit~ the Gcrœ:rrnm:rs CŒift, 
the ~m:es miglilt han~ lie able ta; que.ll1. :iinsun:nee1tiian'. In! slIor.t tlte 
wliolle Empiil:œ m:ilgltl; :mm: t1ie nisIt: oit' dd:JssO'llutfcm:.." 

"Her Ma~sw wou]d see wiith! gneat coneellnl s:uclh a state cd thirIgJ3. 11L 
migftrl; even: por1tenàl a gneat oatastnophe" and tlie lionds oil a~eg:Jlanme,. 
once lloŒSened,. mighrtt nev.er again: be ;Blj:nmlly.- uniited." 

that fœom; the time oit thi's despate!iJ" the dd.neetiQn ri Bnftislb nellatfions: 

witlb the llelligenen1is su:fffered a 'nearllyr complete llsv.ensall' : 

"fore:JJgn! gcm.eJ1.nments weDe prepared to' use fOre&: on lleliallit· of and at the 
llequest oil the Chinese gov.e:rmment" bulti 1llie37 now became ex1memeJJ;y, 
relLuetant tœ use for.ce am then- OlmI beltall:ff~~ t 37 ) 

TG: expllain tMs 'nearl$ eomplLe1ie rev.eJ1.sal.' oiJ Br~tishl pc!)'llieyr :im 

Cliltna towaJ].ds the 'tIBllligenents" she dnew attemli:iicm1 to, a delllGlls1inatfiœn 

a5'" Wnigll!li,op .. c:lit."p...25)"p.28.. 

36:... ~."p .. 26 .. 

371. 11lïd."p'..277 .. 
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~' liumani taniarn sy,mpatllu' ~ a Foreign O:frfiice spokesman :iim tlie HQuse 

of Commons.. This mam expnessed SOI!rOW :fiOlt the Chtnese nati'Gtr'" whiCldn 

liad beem down!li:1l!odden: :Dm a second CliJiina Wan.( 38',) 

Finaliliy-" M8.1W lfiitiJlitlL absenv:ed. tltat. lIn:litislh aMicialls fltl Chdina 

dicl lia:a ::lideCl'llogiiCall syapa:bliies. Slie: a1rf:iirmed hen" eoo-ope:1l!a11jjv.e pcrIIi~ 

tli:l!oughout tlie decad.e of the l8.60' s; ~ ne:BèmroJjng: "110; 1ihe sini:c:ii.za'tiiiom 

of fOl!e:lJgm di'plJomats who were expcœed to Cltd.nese lJ:ilfe fol!' llong periode. 

Her eonc:L'Usi~ns ana like the abse:n:at:ilons CliC Jalim Saa:n1tl:b ecmce:1l!ning 

tlie prejudices ojl Tliomas Wade. Slie d:ecl.a:J!ed tlist. eeria:lim Westemn 

d:ilplomats whŒ> were expased to the Cordfuci'a.n: wayr oir life" such' as Wade" 

Robert Hant,. OD' lIunllbrgliame" weJre i'nlDJuenced br, wltat seemed a &wis1ifque" 

ccmceJ?ning the 10ngev.d.iW of' Impeniall Chmnese :ri.iL'œ.. (39:) 

'4 .. The Ganclusions 01' JoHnl Kig Fa:i::nbank: 

Wlilili.e na.t spec:i:ficalLlly.r tnacing the de:velopmemli of lIrit:iishl nelati;ans 

~, las.Q: tct 16:62 'withl the liellige:nents :iiUl Cliltma" Pro.:fre·SSQ17' Fair1:lanlt.' s 

'l'nade and" D:liplomaCN! CJn1 the Chfb:m Coast, adopted am appDOacJb s:iimNaD' W, 

Masa'tiaka 1ISllIICl" ft and' Many! WnighIli' s. ... FaimllanB:: assumedl an: ~frfcialL 

lIrltislil J.lG'lli'.,- of' ffiieu.balJ:li~':iin: the cdi:w.b1L wu' was in1 ex:iis1lence fttlam 

l8B 3 h la54 wiitlio.ut e~ua 1l:l:ng:' liiis, cnnn cmfitfcalL ewi'denœ œe.' tJœ 

appldlcat:Dom fin1 G-lrdlna ofl 1llia:l1. ~ma.lDœalli;ty)'. mis:li lie i'mplJiied. lIe am 

of':fricfall lIrïtislh PQ'lJi~ of' "ne~i~' was sev:enell;w w.l.oilla1ledl 'DW deaJl.jjnga 

38:.. Wr1!gliII;~e:ii.1i."p.25).. 

39. See ~."p..40, f'or camment~Yï about the lmper:1:allis1t pne~:lices o:fr 
Wacœ .. See allsŒ the :ffolJJ:iow:ling eXt:naet: 

"Peking hadJ. exe~sed upon :Borefgrn l1.epresentati'V.es a sont Gif! uniiŒl1y-
-glJammm.... They! have 1:leen~ liewi thJled:. Some have :fralLllem dowm and worslillipped 
1:le$ore :lits scliolLastie and, hlfJstonfeall tnaditicmB'; otllers hav.e 1œeateœ 
tlie S'Eeat eftYl as a s~t- o!fï' g;1gan1l:liQ, "cunio" J optim:1islD> has lieeru the 
liane Cilf all." 

'-
1 
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Œf, Bnitishl ciw.l!JJ;I5ans with, tlie 'll1fad Botiè;;:,! :ne'tiels :tin Shanglta:ti and 

:lin. of:li'iaial r.elations af' AllCJ:Oc1t" Bcm!ia.Dr" and: BOWl7ing- w:litlb lo:cal 

Imperial. of:B:iieials and~ w:ii1ilb Bnlitislb me:ncl1œm1s in! Sliangltai .. In' 1853 ta; 

18557, tlie Clhina-œast d:iid :nequia'e some aece:p'tlalflle s~1ie1D1 ojï' œ:us'bC!IJDs' 

aol!l.ec:ti~ (40;) Fa~banlt desc:ribed B:ni tish relLa'bions ittloml 1842 'bo~ 

, L:like GllegorYT" Fa:lmbank tended 'tic» empllasize tltS lo.call. awt;o~ o~' 

Br:iitislh oMicials...iin China .. Faiir'tiank. empliasllzedi that Bll:iiiiislb G:frf:iieial1s 

:lin,China conducted ~ se:nies a.e'nelatiGnS wfth Impe:n:iia]istna:B:frioials 

liBJ50nd the nevdev of the Foneïgm Offii:ce illl London>"and lIltat. e'llenros 

tak:img,. place outsfde o~ Londom :nmnuenm.ed, the Cliltna. po]icy,r of tli:e. 

Foreign O:fr:li':lice .. He. no1ied t1iall the Fone:lign Office dev.oted a 1ar.ge par1t 

oit· :tts time to B:ni tislb responsi1iiil1i tïes elsewliere tlian China. .. Consequemtlly.;. 

a wide scapa of imi. tia t:Lva vas 1eft to' Br:litish ofj)'jjcïals :iln~ Clldina" 

subjèct ta the eventual appnov.el. of tlie Forei'gn: O:Bf!ice .. All.tlioughl Fa:iirbank 

empliasized: this wide a&gree of Br:liti'sh: conslda.Jr autollOllW7 fm Clidna" lie 

dild no:;t1 conclude tha 'fi, the ope:nat:tom 0:fI Bn:lltish, 'newtmaJ.::iity! fm Cliffina. 
.-

migh1tt ~v.e been influencedi by,r British consJÜlar autono~ ... 

Hmiosgh! FJ,Ül'tia.nlt. pnesented eVt.i:dence in: hills '!'n,ade and D:liplomag om 

tlIe G-lti'lm Goasit tha1:i: Bll:liti'sh, ciiv,il;ians and offTic::lJalls vere :linrl:erielIfng 

::Iim belLlJ:ligenenrt aftafuls'"J!ike GnSO:u.w" lie staœed that- G:neat B:u:ii1laim vas 

neUllœa.1 f:rom 1853 .. The :6olLl'Owi'ng ext:nact ïndicates tHe extent.,,:iilll1 Fa:llI!1ia.nk' s 

40 .. Refer to Fairb~g .. c:llt.,.pp..4280-431 fon' the dev:elOpment ail.' a. 
ci Viilian bIleach1 of f'ore:Ugn' neutnalJi t~i:lin the ei~i1i Wal!.. See ~ .. " 
p'..420 for Bonliam' s: :ne:fieJmall o:f the eustomli!J di f:fli cult y- 110:> Londcm and 

. :f:!or Acck' s collection, oi! customs duties faD,' ImpariJall o:BfiG:dials :iim 
~i .. 

, '--
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opiniw,.. ~. Brftislt consul!.alr awtonomyr in China: 

"From; the fOl!eiglll point. of v:iew: t1ier.e couldi lie na, thouglilt Gif ali]ow:iing
tlle ta.œtaf ta:, l!e-es11abl!ïslh It!lmsel.:fr' wïthttll! the lim:iits oft tD:e :!l'ome,:iigm. 
se1itlemenm" muclh less' eoill]ect", dutfes CPl'. a tnade lie could no1ti. p:u.otee1t. 
In; tD:e JJdllft.a.n;yr cr.:fisiis Ruthen:flOrdi. All.cock lieeame the d.ïetato:t': 0-1 
BJiangl1ai and und:en' the DanneF of' neutna.l!it;w pneser.v.ed lW:th tD:e 
Britislh trade and the P:rJo~sfQnal. Sy,stenn whiclh Ite haci dasi'gned te 
pro:l1ec1t :t'li" aga1inst. mUGlh opposit:iiom and :Ln: the mids'ti; of, constamt. 
dangeJr .. "(4I) 

Fainbank" tlie~ argued that BD:i'it:iislh flOneiglll nesponsi1iilli tfes 

ellsewIter.e,. particulia.Dl!3: :lill! the Cn:limea" consfdenatfons oft ciomestjjc, 

pol!ittcs,. and the netr.enclimenlt fn: Bniitiislh expendJJtUI!.6 prev:emted tlle 

Foreign O:f!:fl'ïce fIDom' a "IihorOUg111 rev-iew ot'! :Br:iitis111 aronsula.:lr' and c:jjv:ilJJ:iiam 

aetiv:i'tïes in the treatyj ponts~ {.42} 

2.A:;Re-1nterpnetat:to~ ri :Briti'shl Neutnal!it;y;' 

:An assessment of tIte operation' o:E.' Bnitish. po:l'iQY! ibrotin~) to:, 1862 

im Clima can be stnongly," supported: ~' examining Bnitislb pulJiic accourn!;s 

.o:f' ev.ents iïn: Cliina •. (43)im)t~~~.·eupplèrni:in*~.l!eat:i)cm; of the tJ:iesis" l 

have maè use of botlt,o:!l'fi'cïalJ and pulii!ie matell':Jjalls concell'ning the 

Taipings •. 

The appr.oach' l have 11aken to :Brri tislil China po1:ie~" du:cing tIte c:i'Willl 

van does not attempt 110 stretch tlte limi ts oft Bll'.:ttish impa.J:rtl4iàlli tr. .. 

Nefther' does 1Iltd.s approaclll att.empt ta:, d:liv.eJIt: at1lemti:lionJ fblom. c:nttica.ll 

iinmidenlbs,. such as Bow:ning' s interventiom:Dm the wimteIt' olf 1854 to;· 

41 .. Fainbank,.op • .ci t .. ,,:p.42Cl1 .. 

42 .. 1bid .. ,.p .. 394~<e402.. As Fa~bank admi tted,. al though Bow.t!:JJng was 
anxious f:m 1852 :!l'br. some De sant. to :fiOr.ce beCllause of the potentialJ 
Boning saw im of:eel!ing British, assistance ta, the Manchus to quelJJJ 
~the insurrectionr 
'rThe China polJicy" of. the Foreign Oflflice im thd:is peniod:. remained pI!o:froundl~ 
quieseent .. " 

!i-
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1855),. wiitlh o,'v:eIr.a.lil!. œnceptiioDS of !the nature ofl. BnDtish Ir.elJations 

withl the belJligenents~ 

This ap~oach1does not geneIr.alize conceIr.ning comp]ex tIr.eat~po~t 

.. 
~rit.ishl nelJations vi thl the bellligenenJt.s. AbsO'liute jitdgmemts or 

i'n:te:IJ1l1!emations of tliis aspeet o:II Bni 1;is11: China poliicy/ cam ]eav.e the 

r.eader. of' Br.itish' ~ieial and ei~liamcornespondence. ün the per.±o& 

I850; ta· 1862 wi tfu 1mouliilesome hesi tations and qual'i:Hications. 

l suggest. that a decl!ar.atiom crlT neutl!aJJ interi" Q]!' a deCi:l:al!atiom 

o:f nom-fntemœnt:iion" vas not obser.ved ~ localJ Brltishl offioialJs iin 

China .. Br.i tish' consuls did not talte measUDes to~ ênsure that Bni tish 

ciw.lilians did not inten:fiere in Chine se belll1igenent activities.BriUsh' 

o:fi'ficials were curious themselves as t~ the resounees and miIitar~' 

ski1Jl oil the belliger.ents .. British off'iciaJJs and eiv.ilians im China 

conltinued to inquire in:to the surv.ivaJ! of ei theD.' bel.Jdgerent. Fnom, 

See al!so~ the followingc 

"In: Decem1Jer. 1852 Lord John Russell l:iecame foreigm secc:retarT in the 
Aberdeen minist:ry7 but soom gave up that post tcisav.e h:i!s healtlD andi 
work :fi'.or panliamentary- neform" having WI!i tten: hardly.' a despatelil t~: 
China .. The Ea!!l of ClJa.rendon: succeeded Mm om Fe"bruary' 22,.1853 .. The 
di::fifieuJ.:ties o:v:er the Roly Places whichi ev.entuallly.r were ta., lead to: 
the CD.~ean: WaJ1." had allIready' 1Jegun; Englland was in Clanendon~ s 0'Wlll 

phrase,,"dnif1l.ing- inta van'! ...... this was no: Ume for. hilD1 to, tlilLnk of 
aggressiom im China." 

43.· Chapters Tvo and Tlmee in: the bodY' of the thesis t:naee the 
dev.elopment of Many British pulfl.ic oliservations con:cer.ning native 
insurgencv im QÜrra •. SuCh' ollsemTations were v.eIty· o:frtell' clasel!y,r 
connected to observations Qoncerning the nature o:E Bri tiShl poli~r inl 
China .. 

"-
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mïd-I85 3 ,. abserv.ers in- Bni'taÏ1'l consi;stently supponted Britislb miissi'o.na.ryr,. 

o·ffioial,. oommencialJ,or i'nquisitiv.e ~ùnn.'!':tœto' tlie in:lteJ!ioll'.Fon· 

sev:enall oontempora:t7. lîistorians who :celY' heavilJy,r upon iscilla1!.ed despallehes 

and incidents to suggest a Qliange' iïm dilleetion illl Bri tislb Ghina polliOW-" 

declJarations of neutral! imten1t appear' ta be suf'ficient prari of' 

British neut:rral!i t;y;. 

One notes the deoisi~ of Sin' George Bonliam' to appl~ a poliQy'of 

nom-intervention in the civil! war after he recœiv:ed the invi tatiOIli of 

tlie Gov:ernor of. Kiangsu, the Shanghaii taotai, and tlie Gov:ernor- of' 

8oochow to comtribute British navalJ v:essels to ImpeI!i~alist::.::eJJiets •. T1iese 

Imperi~list forces were defending· Nanking and soon: would be def'ending 

the whole Yangtze River valJ1:eYi against Taiping armies .. Om 28 March" 

I853,. Bonham wrote to Lord Ruseell o:f his intention to apply a po-licy' 

of non;..interv.ention .. Bonham wrote that as he was 

"oontlident that a.ny suoh' inlterference on my part couJI.d oniy pro]jong 
the stnuggle, though in the first place it might appear to hav.e a 
totallly' cii:fferent resul t'J" 

he directed that 

"the fo1:1o'tiing annexed r.eply lie given: by- the Consul t ~uthe:nfo:nd 
AllcockJ etating that if the Gov:ernor-General of Nankin~wished ta 
eommunicate wnth, me, l was now in Shanghae~ and lie might addness me 
personal1:y; when: l should give the applioation my 1iest considenatioD'" 
tliough1 as stated above" my.' intention: is no:t to inlte:nfere in! arey wa:yi" 
unless compelled to do so for the proteotion' of: Bri tisl1, sub:d6c.ts of 
Blianghae,. not byr ~ means a likely contingenoy. •. Thjje reasom l hava 
neasom to lieliev.e has met. wi th generaJ.: approval from. the f.oreign 
oommuni ty,r at this rport .. " (44) 

Onl3I May.,I853,., Cl:arendon'~ who repllaced Russell as head of. the 

F~reign' O:fifioe,sent.to Bonham the Government's: approv~ of' Bonham's 

> 

44 .. B.P.P. I853,.LXIX, 9ll .. cit .. , Na ... l,. Bonliam's dElspateh: of 28· Ma.:nclil,.I85.a" 
to Russell. 

"-
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decïs~. He praised Bonftam's de!erm~natio~ 

"pending: :tnstruet:iicms 1flr.otDî lIome,.: nat to:, interiene i'm afl9' sliape :lm: 
:Hav.a.ur of the Cliltnese Gav:e:mmen:ti. Hem Majj3sty· s' Gov.e:rmœmt appItam 
y,our' det.ermination: in tliat nespee:b, whicl1) is entïr9~O!I!IDiitJr w:ttlb 
tlieir wisltes and inJtenti<ma."(45) 

Moreœren'" a Bn:litieh C:litjjzen~ A~1iue Li:ndi:êy," namra.tedl tl1a.t, th:ils 

declla.natiom o:fr the Gommnment l e 'w:lishes a,nd. irr.t.emtions' wae no)t, 

ee:rdouely alltened unt:tJl: tlle moment:, œf !HoPi'" e intenv.entiœl:lim 18:62. 

Heddiscov.ened tlia t the lI.aet oll6èJm1lo. Bniît islh d~:licial!.s im CMna 

pr:limr.' "110: arme&. :lin!tielr:v.emt:iiam :ful: Fe~ 18b2 was a despa1lclh ~f the 

For.eïgn: OMies ClIn al A1lS'1S1t"IBhI" adJv.ising-s 

" ..... neutnalJi ~ lietweem the 1Iwo: c:onmend:ling: pantfee" sav.e Bll:1itislb 
eubj.ee;tts :ffirom pwUlslimemh" but, o:thenwfee ypUl slIouilJ.& alls11aim :fJnom! an 
:llr.hen:Hènenœ :lin: the ci:."nl. wmr.tt 

As LindilQ pojjnted o.ut" RearJ;,AébDilIzall. Ho.pe WI!.o:1ie· fm Decem1:lell' 18:61 a;ftter 

the :ffall <dt N:tingpa,,, descnillingr Bm.tish pcililJicyr eoncennjjng t'lie Taipingss 

"lie cazmot; a:rreolldi to qUaJœell w:li.tl;iL the~ as a1t anyr momemt. the;W miSg1i1t, 
stc;;p tlie whalJe trade Q"lfr.' Shanghae." (,46:.) 

Bnitislb deŒlJa.r.a.lIions cri neutnal!:li.ty,r ne~:ntheJl.ess weDe ilŒOnsistemt 

w:litlt1"11he nesults iin Cl11i:'rm o-f wba1t appea:ued to be eimpll37 a ]ack CIJd!' 

nesponsi1lilli tyr :Eor a cl!ose rew.lJew o:t h::l:ly:" dev.ellOl>ments :iizr. Brit:iJshl 

O'f:fl'~cïal and ciw.lûiianJ nellations w:lith the bel!]igeremts. lm S:Ii:n' George 

Bonliam' s despatcli\ f!d 2(it Aprill."I8lB,. to the Ea:nl! oiY·Cl8llendcn.~ BcmhBml 

:linciuded :Bor Clla.nendom' s pe~aJj a pereonal!. deepa tcliJ o~ II Apllill."I85)3" 

to, Commander Fielibeurne (who: shontliy a.ecompani'ed Bonham. 'Ua. Na.nking> as 

, , 

~. B,P~P. 18.53"LXIX·,ep.c:lit.,;NŒ. 2." ti[espatclil ail G-lLanendom Olff' 31 MEI\W" 
IE35J3 .. to Bonlialno 

46:. L:lindle;w,.cœ .. c:liü."Vœ1. 2 "p.44&,.p.45.5,. 

'-
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commanding! oti.:tcen' o~ the Hermes~~ Om 2& Manc1lJ" . 185)3" 130nfuum ad'op:led: 

respcms:iibiiliv, :fYo~. DOno-.Dmterv.emtfom d' 13niitfshl na'Vial. :8œrces. a:mdi 
, , 

cd 13~:iitislb eliv:ilJians :lim the c:L~n van .. Howev:er"om II Apr:lilL"IS8,3'; he 

denied hiia af":fl'icial1 :respoltBii1i~'lli t;vr :fiOIl' a dia:Uly,i neV7.Ï.ew of!. Britisfu 

relations wiitfu the bellJigel!emts' ait Shanghai .. He commenœed thé . 
commander o:fi· the He:u.me,ê ( and the :natel!!' ad'v::liseJr' ofl the SlIanglta.:Il 

VŒ1un.teer Conps) te the iiDmediate ne'WÏe:w and eOIIIllrom. of GonsuiIL AllG:oc1t. 

and tlie ehanaeter ott tliat 1 neutralitW itsell:fi'c 

"From pensozml œommumtca~ y,t)Ul a.ue aWal!!e tliait :Ut :Us ~ des:ime 
1ilta1t we sb.aul:d lie aompllete~ neuimal :iim tlte stnugglle jfQn' power- a1t 
pesemt carr.ied on' liet.weem tlte ClId'nese Go:.œlmment., and tli:ese anmed 
fulrces" and tlis:ti. the orrlY' dee:l:ded paarlt we sliould: talte DS 1Ic!J, plœ'œmb, 

tlta.it tlte llocal!i t~ set apa:n1l; fOl" tJ:te settlemenit a:f :f!Greigne:ars. a1l:. tliJls 
porl. lie in.tEm:fre:reœ wi:tJi1 :lim 8.lWi:, ma.nmm lli1tellyr ta endanger tb lli.~.es 
and pro'P8n~ C!If:. our· courr.lmyme~ Il 

130nha.Dr. tliem de:ftined :lror· FfsliDolm.ne tJ:te exten:li o:fJ.Œ1tinham' s nespons:U1m.lt:lit~" 

'" 
as· Plle~tentjj~; :801"· ~s :8~e~ declarat:liom~28iM~ 

"I sllalllL o:ll CCIlurse lie haPPY' ait al1 t:limas ta· cOJIl1'll1lDlfjeate w:lltlll Y)lJUl 
<ml a.rt1P subject, on wlt!lclh yom ~ wfsJ:h ffOr m:yr opini'onlJ bult. :!lm mat.i:eJrs 
o:fi' d'e'hajll" lJ.t. wf]JL lia DIODe conv:em1ierrt :Iron- ypu1 ta applly'- d:iJrec::tllY.r ta, 
Mr .. Allcock" whO'" :Ilm MS" capaeiity, as HEm' Ma~s.tW S" Com;ruiI!.~ :Us tllle exeeu1b
:Ii'\œ otiiicer at tMs~ por1t and wlto: :tmQlDI llong- expel!!:lience,; DS douDtllesS" 
lle1t:ter qual1J:6iied tltam l cam lla te." ~ndeJl' y~U1 p31ompt, ass:lis1lam:e 1im 
the. se~tliememb, of JJdJnor' quest]Jona."(471) 

lm this capacitYï" :lit seemed tliat~I!ong llesiidencslt and "local 

experiemce"would hav.e lleem suf:lric:iemb: tOJ gua1'ante.e tlla1t a 13ritiislil 

o,ftïeial. would preselN.e the"wislles"andItWelrllfonslt ~'tlie GOl'$Smunem!l, 

:Har- nom-:Jintenv:ent:llon at eaelh o"f the tl!!eatyr ponts. Tli'seltw:lishes" anm 

-47( .. :B.P. __ E. I&5J3" LXIX-" o.Peç:ft .. ,;EnclosUIre No,. I" :Um No .. 3" Bcmha.m~ s 
despata:l:b of II ApniŒ,,I853,. ta F1!slitiourne" :lin 13oniiam~ s despatclil Gtf 
20 Apn:li1"I853" ta ClaJlendo~"p .. 9. 

"-
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Locall 13:f!~tttisliilLo.fficials "sWllh as Ru:bhB~!f.nCGllk" ltowewn' wene 

pensonallly' eoncexmecili wiitlb the effect; o:f!' the sunw.t'viall ott eiJthen: 
, 

lielligenent upom the penpetufltyr ri.' the:iiIr CJWn11111ea"'pcm1t apenatic:m:. 

Tlie~ ClOns1is'tientlly' comWcted: l!8]Jations w:litlb e:lit"lien' 1lellliigenent w1itlt. 

tlims ob~e.11i1\l:e :fim w.liew. 

lm a despateJ:h 0:6 13 ~ll"I8B~" to Sin' Geonge Bcmila.1Il'" Alccek 

ezpreseed: impatience: wi t'lb 1mpeniJalIis1t e:lf:troJrl1s ta; l!eea.ptUlZe tlie walllied! 

cfityr o:E Slianghai. Mco.ek allso was partiial!. 'tia' am 1mpeniJaMist. re-cClt!lquest 

oj!" tlie wal!lled ci tyr. He was amd.ous :fl'an' the surviiWaJl o:fl" Impen:iJallis1t 

mil. li i ta:r:y.r forces at Shanghai and was di1sappo$ntd witlil the 1mpel!:ilallists' 

miili:i5tanyrcampaigm 

"TJie Imperlalis'tis,J: liemr" expecri a. :fftm1lhe:v. re-iinlfral!œmemt a\R' 3CùGlmi mem 1 

:bam tliese· va sllouilJd! liB DIOne llikellyr 110 ha_ tnouDl!e tham tllose wlbiJJ 
know us 1let.1i:en'" but l am, dd:sposeciL ta: lio.pe. the past wi:lili liB SGJme gmœamItee: 
aga:ilnsll, simfllmr events :br. :fl'utUlZe." 

liAs 110 pnospects Q:fl" Impeldial fœees: takiing> the Cir.Uv,,, l llaok upow. tltat 
~osped as nemot.e as whem the flfrsil. de11aeliment sa1!. dowm 1le:fl'one :ijt. 'DIIie~ 
li:av:e IlCl' ~:fl'iicens tQ~ leadl" and citiies ane natto) he caJmied liYf assa.uiIlt 
inl ~:tl:d.na ~ mone tlian ellsewhene whem thene iis no one to. llead. Some 
Mannlla mem wel!8 i:'mtnoduced llas1t mo.mtiliJ. to head am althack" and :fibl!lJaweciii 
1lyr t.wentyr Ql!' tliil!~ Clbtmese" tlIe~ act.ual!lly· gorti. possessiam oll the wallll.s 
fC!Jn a momemtt.,. but the ne st: allllowed 11Ms ffbn:JJomn liope to lm allll . 
butcliered wi tliout at:tlemp'tiing' to :trbllJow and suppor1!. tlie scalliing panll;W. 
NotJ:htng, can: liB more llopelless" l eonce:li~'" tliam the captune o1r tllts 
ci:t;wlJr, j!orCle oil arms" witlil suclt: a wnetchedi; and UDlII:fl':fi'fcered ralibiIJe 
as fa now aollec11ed: under' the Imperial ~II (4&) 

1~ rema:lins d:liffieult. t~ accept the fnterpnetat!~~ofl Pno:fi'essol!' 

Grego~ and othen' sbJiollans·,. w:li'tiliout inquiJ.r.ing :in: dep1llb iiXlrti()) tlie:ijJr 

resesrc:ib ma't.eJr:lialls and in'to' othe]!' matenialls ava:illabl!e. FClIlIt· ellBlDplle" 

-t48.~ B..P!.& "I854~ LX*II,JIl92] ,ç ... œ:ii:t:." Enml!o.sune NClIl. 1" :ijnl No. 2" 
Al!.cock' s despatclb o,r 13 April"I85'4,. to ~:tim Bolàtil:Dt~'s despatclil 
o~'1~Apriill~I854~ to ~]aDendo~ 

"-
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wliy' sl:l.ould am inireDpl!etation~ o:B: :Errte:rna.tfonalL Law llu Oppenfte:llIm a.miIi 

Hac:k:worini! fol7cs comliemprtmyi sc:l1011s:uS' to llim:li"t- accordfuglly,' theii]:r siiud.ies 

of nineteeumlil cent~rBnitislilnel!at:lions? 

It fs diffieult 110:> descr:iil:le Bl!:litislh pollicyr fbrom' mid-I853 to, 

Felm,ua.:I!y.' 1862 :lim G-ll!l.na. as a polJi~'f oft neutl1alli ty,r .. Clean]jy" Alcoclt 
1 

was umi'illling' ta' adopt ste:nm meaSlmes te: prewnt, Brlitishl e:i'w.tiJJfa.ns fun 

Shanglia:i :imom! tltading' w:l5th the 1iel!]Jigenents-. AJjcock was tliorougliil!y' aWaJœ 

of the, ellteml1 of! Britislb comlralland ac1iiv.! ty-- w:lith· the 1le~liigerents: 

IlTliere were acts o:B' :Boreignens, at Shanglia.:li - fun whtlicl1l some at. leas1t 
of, the part:lies coneenned ven merchamtls" and pensons: off mane Ol!' ,mess 
:npwta: - fOl! wlit'clh :lit., 1s :liDrposs:liole to set. lq)' any' valiid de:Bence fm 
11lie ey,es of the G-liinese,. Olt indeed. of' arr:fl :tnrpar1ital!. persom - SQme 
aets stmiDg:ling :bOJIll lfcentiousness ...... Qltliens lielJpedttlie people fur 
pra:Bi1t,. and thus opem ~a~,.couneelL" :BGod"guns,. ammunlit:llcnn paeseci 
dalil!y.' :fI'lrom, a :ffmreiign: settlJememt,. lielid sacmedi :b'om the" in1tirus:liCDm cd :r:'r, 
fmperial troope in tlle ~ounds oit absoliute neuballitY'"frrlia: a lJiockacied 
ciitW,. vith! tlie P:iYo:ftèssed 0 ~el1 CII~' prcrl!ongi'ng the de!em:e against tlie 
Empel1or' s traops .... (49;) 

It ie equal.]jy di:B1:licuiJt ta, accept the argumemt crlï' P:r!o!essolr' 

Grego~ and otliexr li±storiia.ns tlia1t tlie fur.:litiSlh GO"'œmunent :im LCDndmIl 

bd on3lyr m1i.nbaJ. responsibiil!it~ :601" tlte creati'otll o:e Blr:litjJeli. GMina 

pcrl!iC;W .. ftiJllh l!esell'Vatiœrs,. one coulJd question: tlie e:fifee:tiv.eness olB: a 

Gov.ernment, wh1clt,; w1ilL1.e llemai'rrJtng> con1fiden$ 'Ilhat iit exercd5sed :fru!hlL 

l!esponai1:li:l:lit~ for the nature and; dire~:tom of: G-ll!l.na po:l!iqr" neeogmiized 

nts iina1:ltli~ ta: devoibe a fiulllJer' measune oit i ts ti1ne 110' tlie da:iill;w 
. 

dav.elio]!llD9mts of tliat: poliiqtJ';; It ?'BeeIlS somewliat po:lirnbless fon' a 

dur:l:ng the eiiw.i:li W8lr :Bor' a :peniod o:ff' nem:rly' ten] y.ears and th:em 

. . " 
-49. FaiDliank,0'PeCiE1i..."p..432. 
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pains1i.a1dngl;w Slia:irO't7tlk8:Q inabill t;w Gr the Bn:i]tislb Go:v:ennmemt during 

tliat; period: to nev:.tew cane:flUlllyr ltilnâi(jiŒi.i.èopidel!!atfons~I.m tlms 

anea.,. Pro:fœssor Gl!!egoryr nema:iineàJ a atudfous apolo~s1t fOD: the 

:iincapaoftW- 01' tlie Home Ga\œJmDl9mb:(5(Qi) 

5R. See Gregory/" Gne&1t..Bn:li.~._r.p .. I68) fOl!' 1ilie fO-llllOl'l:ting:: 

"Bni"tisl:b pallicyr tlillœ,1gltou.t the neliBlJl!.fom l'las V1!!iryr JIl1mlh tlie c:reatfcmJ Qîff' 
gov.e:nnmemt. ~:ricial.s" l'lftlb tliose :lim ~t"eliaJ.ll: "H7! DU: meaus al.w~ :fim 
~ŒJi o:l!' tlle pro.cess .. The :I1n:frnuena o.ft· inm.eneatem gnoups oumsfcie 
the o.f!fcfal ci11d:e appea:l!S' te' liav:e liBem mimtmaJ." a1l: 1Iest coitTobtmatjj-. 
ratlien' tliam creativ:e" 1iut;ttlie :iinlfDluence o'f the o:UiciaJl CIJDl the SlI01t" 
1Dlt1i~ and na"ml as well as consuïn.a:r" l'las o:f!tem dec:isilv!e" detel!!m:l.lmiing" 
wlie:tt Bld!tislh po:]J:i]cwr vas ta be im:ffacit :fim a ne.w siitua.'tif<m welllL 1Je.:frO:ne 
tlie Bl!ftishl gov.e:mmemt at hGme" on' ev.eltl tlie Bnjjtfshl min-:tster in, 
Peldnw,. could. l~ dowm wlia1t ft. o.uglirt; to: 1;le :tin: priiJIc:ljple;;' Suelh la.callJ.y: 
:finspilred ella.ngeS Q:!!" pdf. :llm de'tiail."hadl" o:f. CO\ll!se ta, be c:cms:fistemti., 
w:litlh tlte ma:fim c:c:runse d' B-n:11t::l1slb o~ctiVies,.. wlid.c:ln l'lene laid dowm"Bàv 
"l'Tlid. teltallll." 

U'tEm· st~ Q~ Bni tisn, Ea:b3fmman~aJl9rs: specificallly,- Jrella'ting to: 
nativ:e in:slll!ge~:lin: ~Mna" :fi.t seems :f.jncompellensii"ble tlla:t~ the Ea:DlL 
of' Cla.nendom liinrlited Ms comment~ COm:eJl'ning. Bonllam!' a: weIll
dneloped aCCCl1llrlt o:H Ms IDli!ss:lion;:!in Apr:11l. 1853 11a Nank:tng, ta tlie 
folllow:lmg> obserwatiom 

"Hell" Majl:ts~' s GœvsJrnJIlemb l1a\œ nea.c1 tliese a.ccount:s: witlh the greates1t 
fmt1ees1Wand t~yr entirely.' appnov.e ri ypw' PDoœedings as repo:r1l:ed :tm 
~U1', despatches."See,B.P.p. 1853~X" a.p'.eiit.,. NCll. 71" ~lal!endon1 s 
despatclh cd 3 August';I85J3'; to, Bonliam.,p..44. 

I1!- fs alLsOi fumempnehens:lJl:liLe tl1at. G-lLa.rendorn coulid lfmiit. Ms comment~ 
conGenni'ng' the d:estr.uc11i"orn in: APl!:U 1&54 oit two Impeniallist: camps 110; 
am equally" umtimpnessi'onab:Jle obsellVattOttl C!I%Il 16.1 June,..I854: 

"1 l1av.e tO) staiie ta ypul tliat. H..M .. Gov.eJm1l1enro emll:lilr.elly.· appJlOv.e o':f!' Mx .. 
Allco"Ck' s pnGCeediings and theTr conside:zr lie displ~.eŒ gneat Ci:Our.~ in 
ci'rcums1l:a.m:es ~ no; OIrdi~ dif:8icmll~."See B • .P..lI .. 1854" LXX:J:I,[I792J, 
O1!lt.af.L.,.G-la.I!endcn:d s <ieppatolh O!fl' 1& June"I854" to Bow:n:lilllJ"p.I8. 

M:imtmal obsenv.a.tijons b~ the Fone::l1gm O:frfjjcœ in! these cases' seeJll1 ev,fdem:e 
o!' Gov.eJmDlerr.tal incapaei't;w ta Irev:liew. Clid.na poJJicyr :f!m deta!l': Bvem 1Illese 
oiü:senvations 1Ioll.& a:E the GQY.eJrnmen:t' s detel!!Jllinat:tolll:lin Ie53, a.n:d 1854 tu. 
appeSJl' n9spons:liUe" bw" some fbrml oft associiat:liom at: lleast,; fOl!' local!. 
Bn:l5tfslh in! tia'biv.es in Cltdina. .. Replies fulooml Cllanendom to' these GMna.
coast: matenialis appeEm' unimp:rressionabl:e" gi'\œm the attemt:tmr. to detail 
and long passages 0:E peIrSonal. just:tffiaa11i:ono for' a se:nies oir encouml18Jls 

-'w:ttlb the bell.:ligenems :imoml Sibr Geonge BcmIiaJIr" S:!ir' Jofun BoWlling" T,T, 
Meadows,. and RuthenffOrd: Uool!:k in this P8.r"l!fament~ colmespondenme. 

'-
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I:fr Eri tishl ~elJa:tlions tliroug11out the peri'od I85«O-' ta:, I8:62 wftlh 

the belligenents did not neceiiV.e a tlio:nouglh newi'ew by.r the Gov.emunemb 

im Lo~ l1'esponsibilj)ty;r for' such Bnitish nelations; ev.o·Jiv.ed u]pC!Jm 

B:lli tishè o:Bficials 1rt: tb Chd.na-eoast, commun:ttyr .. Monea:v.er,; :t:R Eni tish 

c:onauliar' offficfôals,. suc:lh as Ruther&rd Alicock" com:tnued, tG: ae.tilV.elly,'

support: tlie sunv:i val of tlie Impeniallis1l:s and show tlie:t:n' àijjsagreemenli 

vitlb art$ llack of pl'.ogness,. and if suelb o'!frfic:tals ne:ft.uaed! tQl pnav.enrt: 

obv.ïous Eritislb civ:tlfam ~elaii.1ons' vith· ei then' bell!fgel!emtt,; and i:R tb 

6upreme Pllenipotemtf~ ab:r1'oga'lled lWs ov.ena]]J nesponst1l];Ji.it~ iron' a 

poilicyr of' nom.intenv:emtli~ them a degree of' uil!.timat.e nespons:Loili tYl 

:Ror'British nelations witlh the belligenen1ls nestew witfuthe Bnitislb 

Chapten' Twa oir tlie thests shows lrow reliab:lle foreigm and Bri tisli! 

ci vœliiam aceoumhs of. the lielIigenents encouraged. tli:e Enit:Uslh Chd.na-

coastt press" ::Sritislh journalists,. and ottsenv:ens fiIl Gneat En1]taim and 

China to diseuss the inswmection: and Bni tislil poliC;W im Cliüœ. 

Beginni'ng: b mid,;..I85J,. manyr wniters poj!mted out the opportumtt:tes: ~r 

Eritislh entel1'prise ou.tsi'de oft the foreigrn settllemenrt: areae o:fr' tlle. 

treaty,r poris. 

It, nemains equally-' dit1ficulJt tQ:> aocept. cerlaiim. obsenvations :lm: 

Fnank R.R. King and Pnescott ClaJ!ke' S· book" Resea:JtCfu Gufde te!)) China

.coaat ..Ne:wspapem; I822-I9,-II. Tliese obsenvations tnied to dispel a:t17I 

claim: tha'b dur:Ung the ciw.t.l Val!',. Br.i tislb civ.ilians iifr; C-hina eould 

manage anl iIiipart i al!. l1'ecounting of, ev.ents .. King and Clarke mentioned 

Ii!ased reporting- coneenning the Taiping' Rebell'ion Dy.' Eni tisfu ci:v'ul'iams 

"--
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Ln China .. If' not c:onsidened in _detail.,. these observations cam 

conv.im:e the neader that the mid-Vile.toni'am Ghd.na-coasit eommumJJt;w was' 

generalùly,' irresponsiige and negionalllyr cud:emlledi. 

This ty,pe oit implJicatiorr,:lis v.eny! deba:tialfl1e .. Bm5tish! peniodi1calJ 

and. ci'V7ïlJiam materialls cansWited,. wliicli-, à:ealt :fl:trom, I853- w:litlit tle 

RellelJl::ïam,.indicate that. obse:t"Wl.t.i'ons a~ the Bni!tislh c:liw;!iam CQmmum1itt~ 

m· Ghina well'e more neliable thanl has lieell1 plle'Wiousliy.' emphas:lized .. 
l ' 

Br:i;tislil wri:tell's in, the Edinburglp Rav.i.e1t. and the B-.ni.tish! Qua.ll'terl;w 

Rpew di1i not. re:ftha:bll fram citing materlalls i1n the Bn:Ut:Ushl Ghd.na-

coast, press .. Missf]ontm;w :Ir.eports c:om:e:Ir.ning the inIiand Ghinese wene 

givem special at..tenjjjjom in. I855) by;' a contributO:Ir.' to the EdfnIlllrgfu 

Rew.lev .. 

King and Clarke,.howev.er·,. clJaimedi tliat the speedi o:E. ewmts in 

Gli1lna and the cha:naeten- of the Ch:1:na-coast QOmmumJ:~ and oft· Chttna-

coast: jpurnalism- werQ1 :fl'act01Js wliiclb prev.entedi China-co.ast, ed:l:to1Js 

fnom ew.lncing: a sense of. nesponsi1li'li't;y" fon' theiœ' edli tonial! 

j).tdgmemts s 

.......... the edi tons wrote :Lm 1Ihe iMom oof. tliei~' t.ime; they." made lia.Jlsl:b 
judgmemts,.but these llequiTe some t:Ir.ansJ!atiOll1 fil we aIre 0011- ta: lie 
sid!e.1mae1œd 1ly. the appaIrentl!y- gnotest}ue p1il7sses'" ~ the umfami:J::liarityr 
oir tone....... th smal!l size o:E. :f!oreign": œommun:l:ities" eWll! :lim such! a 
great.. ci~ as Slianglia:il,. tended to' cause eonstllucc.ti W ~ent. om 
issues te degenell'ate :linto cn:tticisms ail pensonalli ties." (51) 

§I.. Frank :a. H. King: (ediltor·),. and Presco-tt: Clarke,,! Reseanclb Guide. tC!t. 
CM.:na-Coast..News:pape:;a....l822..19ll (.Camb~idge "Mass .. ,.I965) "p.6 ,.p.7(.. See 
8llso p..II,and P..22 for the :f!alll!owing,s 

"Newspapers aould"of. course" have used indiv;idual Chinese imfromnants 
sy:stematicalJJy." .. But it is :fl'a:xr 1:10 add tlia1L ed:i:tors,. ewm Simrlogi;s1i 
edito~S',. ll.acked the lJa~aund in1 eomtempoll'8ll'y.' Chtna to' use BUch1 

irrfonmamts e:f!i'ec.tuan;y;r...... the la:Dge~' newspape~s lkad We eo-opera'tiam 

,-
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According to King and ~la:cke.,. l1egional liimi,tations 0:1)" CMna-coasii 

jèJurrmlisml accourr.hed :flor' iilie pean' c~ae1:te17.· cd! ChtLna-c:oasii re:poDt:i!ng: 

"Nevs :f!rQm~ Engla.nd vas atfliiDst sliiglirll o.ving to the speed vi tlb 
whi'elr. merchant 110uses vene ablie themselves ta: dfsseminate news hom: 
c:o:urespondem:e and :fteomt Euro!)9am papers a.rriw.Lng· ~ the same mail 
sldp .. Ef:florts to, 1:ieat, the d!listJrl:bu:t:iiam olt' Bni tislb newspapers vere 
made~ and ev.entual]~there vas a suffieient demand fior.speeialized 
repoJ!ting' :6Jrom·England."(52) 

King and Clla.rke :flocused uporr:"Wte post--Taiping ena and the appcrlnt-

" 
ment fn, 1866, and l8713 of edi ton1al staff. These dÜ8S':tltey,r eonsidered,. 

delDara:a.ted the beginming of am era. a:f! responsii'!li]jityr iin CMimI-coas11 

jOurmüiism .. (5i3) Tlieyr det.ermineëLthat.; prav,ious ta l8.66" 1iecause 

edi tors o:fl' the Nontlh China..-Heva]d and the ClI!üm. MaID...11ad ta rely- upom 

~availahle neports $fom merchants and missionaries inl the fnterion' 

:l)'or' news oonmerning Taiping aet~tiès~~ormation~:iin' these newspapens 

concenningthe Taipings vas unne]!~bie~(54) 

l ssac!taJr Ra lients" Gri:f!fi tJi, J oHm" and lIUdl81! Medlnmst. (8BDll:œ) 

SfI' Bbje!gDe~ throughaut atmDa and m~aontri1:iuted articles whi~ 
prov:fde a unique insiglht :LntQl the changes bingo wro.ugh.t in tlle late 
Clb' i'ng period .. But tÏlese eonimillutions vere i~eguiL8lr'" sepanate,. 
jeature-t~e artioles~ and their appeanance cannat lie predicted or their 
wonth' jUdged well :b~ advance." 

"The hi:end. o:L.Cliin:a. ,Jio.wev.er·,; vas less dogmatfc thanI mos1t oi! fts' 
contemporanies :lm its condemnatioDJ of the Chinase pe"plie,. and: its 

. suppol1t. of the Taiping' l!e1iels imd:licatedJ i ts anti-Mano:hw bi:as. n 

5;2 .. K:ling: and Clia:nke ,pP.cllt .. ,.p.I<D~ 

5'3 .. 1liid.,.p.8"p.I<il ... See the :f!olilJovinga 

"Betveem 18.66 and 18.68,. the Hong Kcmg,J>anw Pna.a.a was edi ted '1l1u 
Aldbzed Percy! 6inet:t.,. formel1.' edi tor' air lndia' s P:J·oneen.. lm 187i3 lt:lilllfam 
C:;.untis le:et. Ms. infteri ted. B!igh.tom..Gaze1tlte ta edit and pubillisll! the 
Hong·.Kong . ..Timaa,. nauw l.d.v.ent.iser,. and Slbtppiing Gaza11te.Tl!ese mem 
mayv vell!. liav.e lisem the 'i:nst ed1tors in:. Chtna vithJ ~' signi:fiieanIt 
jjJurrmlis1lic experience." . . 
54. See 1l:Iid.,. p.9 and p .. lO for o:1ise:nvations,.such. as the :frollowingl 

"-, 
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however were among the many,r missionaryr contri1iu1:lors of' releV:emt 

informatioD! concerning the insurgem!;s. S:flr' George Bonhe.m di:d not 

consider' Walter Medhurst.', S opimtons unrel:tiabi:e wlien he needed an: 

official translatiorr:and comment~ eoneerning Ta~ping religious 

doCum81l1lifT':.;whiclb he ob:tained in: mid-I853 at Nan:k:ing~(55') 

Certaïn-. scholiars,. thell'~ liave explored and e:1tliended arr: good dealL 

of empliasfs to the cma.:nacter' and development, of. t1ie Britishl and foreigm 
. . 

CMna-coast communit;w. B~ so dni:ng.,; the exact., responsillility oft 

indi v:idual membens of' the Brit islt, Govarnment i'rn LondoDl and' o:ff: its' 

representativ.es in. China :frOr.' C.hina polioy,r lias become Ci:OmRused. Drawing 

attention awa:yI fr,om the responsibili ty- of, the Bri tisli1 Gov.ernment :Eor' 

Cltd.na po1ic:YT" tliese scholars hav.e neglected i~rmatiOtl1 imriBnitislh 

civilian materia.l1s relating to Clitna pollic;yy .. Nere' have theyl c:Lea.:nly' deffm-

ed or' traced :Brom Panliamemtia:l7 Correspondence relating to the civil 

var l'a Chine. the sizeable BI!ea olt :Bri'ti:ski,'c1.~l:1arbres:piJtlSi1)in..l;wt:fl:lmm1 

~6§o tO~ '18':62 fô~·B:nitlshl'!lrel.al;!ont'F1tli:-~ the belJlJigerents~ 

"SilmJen. arr: edi tOll' vas m'II, alI.v~s iln a position! to eJIeck the accu:na~ CId' 
futjs; contri1:iutiorrs,. muclh of! the cont~n:Ii ofL early newspapel!'S' was bey.omi 
his control. and must be j)ldged accoDë!;fngly, .. " 

" ....... dUring- the Ta1!ping Rebell:io~ newspapellSl depended \1!l(lJUl miissianaries 
v:fltlh the Taipings :Bor' tlieil!' s1lories oj!" the Hea-..reWly· Kingdom: iitsel:R. 
W1iem otlieJ!' ports suppon'l1ed: their' OWlr. nevspapers,. the eustOtnl o:fr re-plli1Irt
tng' abstracts vas general.lJy' praotisec1,. aJlthouglil the pnesence Cit:f' special. 
correspondants migliIt be combinued." 

55). Cliapters One,. Tvo" and Thnee oi' this thesis œontain BriJtishl , 
m1ssio~ repor1ts :fbrom 16D(ll ta) 18.62 concerning the Tafping- llebels. 
Tl:tese reports vene :f!requemb~ found.. i~ the Nm;tli1,%CN pa Heplci and inl 
the Cliltna MaJil..5ee aJ.so; Cliaptell' Two'~ p .. 7rI. tOll' Bonham' s suppo!!11. 016" 
~lalten' Medliurst' s translations and pp..I42-I47t fol!' Medfumst.' s oll13envations 
.:in the period 18.53 ta 185(D conmemting the Taipings.;. 

'-1 
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Sev:eral cases of Bri Us:&- i'n1te:flel'enee in bellJligel'emli atia:Ll1s lieJl.p 

to cJlani~'wlio e3Bctly'was l'esponsi~e inlChina fOr Bnitisfu 

PQ'lœc;Wccoilèe~i1 the belligell.en1ls. BIli tislb 1o.cal assistam:e was 

giv:em im M~f 1861 to Impenialist: o:flficia.1s and c:iv.,HJians defiending 

the Impel'ialfs1t eity,r of Ntngpo: :fhlom am impending Taiping :LllViasiom 

"Im M~ 186I" naval foI.'lces 'lmden' Captaim R. Dew were sent to Ningpo 
to ltel'p reorganize the de~ences of' tliat port: .. Althouglb Bl'i tisfu forces 
were still not commit1ted beyond the defence of British subdec1ts a.nd 
propertyr,. advice was givem to Imperial authorities as "lio ithe 11es1l; use 
of' their resources, g1l1ItS were_moumted OD! the walls, a,nd Imperialist; 
saldiers t'rained: in their use': Acting' on ins~ctions from l Hbpe,. Dew 
dl:so o1:Itia.ined a. promise from .the rellell ciili.efS in t'lie vicini'tlT "libat, 
tli-ey would not a1fflack NJ:i.ngpO',.'" ('56) 

AugustDs Lindley howev.er felit tliat British naval support; am 

temdnstratioms of' good feeling were noticeably absemt im De~mber 

of 186r during- the Tàiping' inva.sian of Nlrrgpo': 

"At t'he oapture of the former city no Br-itish force was presemt, a.nd 
altll1)ugh1 the sev.en days graoe so' eùnmingljy obt'a.ined from- !fi.i..Ping
l!.eaders seems to ~ve been empl'oyed! 1n endeavouring: te raise a 
suf'fieiemt foras to:, oppose their eIr.tranc.e, this im the shape af' 
EIr.M.s. S:Cout and other vessels arrived too' late, having' reached 
Niingpo sorne hours after i ts #8llll.." (57r) 

At the. crucial moment; in: Dao.eIll'lmr Jr861 whe!l1 tli:e '1!à.ipings imrade& 

NiingpOJ" 1ili'e British navyr did no:t interf'ere': BUt Buch an obriO'1Q3' lack of" 

go-odl f"aitlh wi th the Imparialist def'enders of N"d,11gpOl was not repeated: a11; 

C'antom d'Uriug~ the winter of' 1854 tœ 18S5. At; tl1at "lime" Bowring: 

oomunit:t:ed B~d tish naval f"aroes "lio" support; the Imperialists. A combined 

foreign navaJJ aœliion prevemlied the insurgents from' seiziing: t11e port'· of 

Cantone JTohn' Soartlh de scribe d' this incident in his 'DWelve Tears in) 

56~ Gresor,r,Great Britairr •••• ,pp.I02-I03. 

57. Lindley,r, op. ci:.'ii. ,Voli.a,p.4SS'. 

'")-
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ni1llJlL the willing' assistanoe He gave t·o the Chine se Gbv.ernmeni;,~ 
proteoting its ooasts and b;y:r preventing the rebel bloèlœdé" of' C'anroon, 
toM' far.' more· against the insurgenrl;s than .. the unwilJ:ing: wartare at: 
tlie I?eiha, and cantom t'old· in tlieir tavour.'" 

Sbartlh ïncduded: an extract,whioh was- attriliuted, to B'owring-~trollJ1 tlte 

tir st number of the Gbrnti.iJ.ll Ma.gazine'~ 

n'In 1854,. an' application was made 1)yr lfeh, to tilis et'f'eo1i: lie teared a 
rupture ot· the puDli~ peaee, and f'eeling liimselt tOOI weak to proteot·" 
<funtODJ trOlD1 the invasion ot the rEIbels, he asked tor assistanoe o.:f' the 
naval. toroes ot the treaty,r Powers.n 

n' SJor J"oliDJ BOwring: aGlQ.Ompa.m.ed: the adimlralL and, the British tlee1t to 
tHe neighbourlioo"d ot that O'ity, and: iDJ co-operation wi1th, the 
Ame:deans, tlGOk suoht etteettuall. measures tor its security,r" tnat:· ,tD;e 
iDtended atta~ was abandoned,. and generalltranquility"remained 
uninterrupted~" ' 

Il 'Ilhis inroerv.enfton was gratef'ull]jy' aoJmowll.edged b~ the peopl'e o~ 
<funtom,. 1?u'tt there is' ruson: to 1:Ielié.v.a that, the commissianers 
represented our amicabl'e intentions as an ao'tt of' vassallage,., and the 
assistlanne: render.edl,as· .having· been in o-bed'ience to orders issued by." 
tlie Imperial authori t;;i165B:): 

Praf"essar Gr.egory expllained. tilis' direot naval support'; by anotfier 

tiualifioation. IIë apollogized! tor British interterence at Canton: but 

argued'. that realllly 'neutrality' was not etf'e.otuall'y' brokem because 1tlte 

insurgent s' laoked the mti.l~itary ability to seize the city, .. and beca.use 

im 1856':, B'owring: 1mS unwillling: to grant navalJ. support, 170 a oomtempllated 

jOint: AngJ!.o-Amerioan mission: to press t"or the opemi.ng' ot" the ci. tyr of' 

eB.ntom. Disoussing' IJowrin~'s commitmemt of Britislh tor0'9s at Canton:,: 

Gregory wrote tliat "neutrality' waft, "etfeotiv.elly biased im tavour ot· 

the Imperialiris-'.: Hé eontinued: 

n, i.'t i.s unlikely however that this denial ot beillligerent rights was a 
majpr reasom tor the tail'ure' ot the very diverse and poorlly integrated 
rebel t"orces attaoking' Oanton to take the city. N'o direct or sullstantiall . 
. British aid was given tOothe Jrmperialists any more than at Shanghai or 
-Amoy.n(59J) 

56.(Sca.rth] ,op • .cit~',p..278~ 

59' .. Gregory"Grea.t Britain .. ~ .... ,p .. 36,p.74 .. 
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Hritish' ci'Vlilians', besides Rutherford Al!cook, were responsil:llle for 

the formation' in Apri~ 1853 of the Shangha.i Vo~untger COrps. am 20 April, 

1853" Ebnham explain~~ in a despatoh te Clarendon1 tfie degree of' 

oi'Vlilian initiative for the formation of' the Corps. He oommented about 

the exai tement and alarm among' the residents, based upom impressions" 

"some correot a.nd others un:e'ounded':. Bonha.m did not oritioize Allmock 

for establishing' the Sbrps without prior' consul. tatiom" nor does tlte 

folll!owing; extrao1t indioate that Eonh,a.m1 considered t"liat". t'lie exis"ti::elme of' 

SUahl a œi:wi]]ian defenoe force might preoipi tata seriouS' cronflict 

1let'weem the Brit'ish and Chine se e:i'VJilian oommunities in. Shangha:iil 

It'llhe communi ty- have aOC'Ordingly det'ermined on forming- themselves into a 
bod;r of WollUn1ieers for the better protection1 of their dwelli~gs and. 
propert~and have made fUrther preparations under ~ommander Fishbourne~s 
superintemlence for the d'ef"en'Ce of' the foreigm looality-~ ••• in sHori.; 
raising"omthe unprotected side og the settlement a line of defenoes 
oapablle :lin strong' bands of protecting the residences for a long: time 
aga.inst an;r at~aok made Dy ro.bbers or otœier rab'Mle"if noV. cle1rerring: thelll1 
alltogether froIll1 molesting: us." (60) 

Dbring:- a puDiic: meeting' of British sulldeo1t.s lisld on a, April"I853" 

at the Shanghai consulat'e,A;llaook supported British civilians wlIo 

wammd t'o form1 a corps and stressed that if Hri tisfu cdvi:J.:ians deoided 

to t'ake some measur& to d:ef'eml the communi t;r" HonharD1 would bave na, 

o»Üections.' Alc.o'Ok wrotet 

''W1iiJle the naval: authorities on the one hand and the oi'WilJ. on the otlter 
were eaolh in, their sev.eral spheres doing:' what la;rr in1 theïr power to, 
guard against in'dilr.Y' to life or proper'tj;y" the residents themselv.esr lis 
was sure, were not': dïsposed: to be id1e. Re underBtood tlie expedie~ oi:' 
organizing- a itOliUnteer oorps' had already been under consideration. lm tHe 

60. B\..P'.P. 1853,LElX,op.oit.',N:o~: 3, lJbnti.am~l1s despatoli, of 20 Apri],1853" 
to Clarendon.' 
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event of a measure of this nature~being contemplated, and any question ~ 
arising: as to the sanction and co-operation of' the ciVliJl authorities" 
lIe was instruc:teœ to state that Hë.r MajestY"'s Pl!enipot.entiary' saw no 
obj!3:atiom whatev.er to the s'tep" but om the contrary" lie would De S'lad 
to prœnot'e tlje formation and effimtencY" of' such a corps bYf ev.ery means 
inl hi.s power.'" (6Jr:). 

lJ.1he' V"o-luntEle.r <Jbrps' '&eaame noted for acts of bravado~' StrOllg' :feelings , 
ciiaraO'terized many of its acti1vd.ties. This cmaracteristi~ was weJl].·~ 

documented by an artiolle in .A:tlJanti~ Monthl:y enti:.tled Il' Am Amerieam 

Solldier in China"" writt'em '6;yy Augustus AJl]a.:m IIB.y:es~: Hay,es wrot!e witlh 

adiniration o'f his- servic:e in the Shanghai. Vollnnteers': 

Il! 1 lDYtSelf served severall. tilDes at the def'enoe of' Sliangliae in t'fie compaDUT 
o'f as bra-v:e and' as goodl. a set of' f'elllowS' as ev.er li'1œœ, the Shangliae 
WoJ.1unteers. lin', as muah as we were primarilyr men' of' peaae, and tlte treat~·r.; 
ies' guar&DJteed us protection, we thought it hard that we must de fend the 
miserablle <Jhinamen as weliJ1 as oursel'V:eS lb1t :i am sure: we were aJlJL proud 
o'f having:- done BO." (62)' 

In! f'aotr al thouglh Alco'Ok in April!. 1853 ~J.y iinst'ruoted' the VO'J1un1ti:eer 

Gnrps as to it's conducr.tt,.(63) lie was compEfJJll.ed:"a y,e:ar lla'ter" t'Ol remiD@. 

British ci:w.i.l!ians and the Wolunteerl.'>ID:Irps of the~ sulmervience to' 

rega.l1a.r military and; naval umLtst 

", In the event of" any' host ile operations b3'T thEr naval!. force ta.ldng: pllaoe, 
British subjeots,.not elllE'ollled in the' v.ollunteersoorps" ara espec:i.aUyr 
eJlljomed,.if theY' persist iin risld..ugc themselws '6yr proeeeding: t'o' the spot 
wi tl:b arms, tO'l f'àJŒ in wi th the rear of the' reguJ:ar armed!. f'orce and' 'tiakEi 
the oriers of' the oommanding- of'fio:er" rememliering: tliat 'tihis is 13Ft miJAt~ 
l!aw' the absolute oondition' ooff aJl]J men nni.ngling: with: orpnized troops- 01ll 

aotive service amf one very essential to the saf"et;w of bothl the amateurs 
and the regul'ar f'oree." (64)': 

6 Jr:.Bl.P.'.p'.' 1853,LXIX",op~oi.'t., Enclosure N'o .• 2,.in N'o. 3" Eroeeedings ot' a 
EU'M!ic~ M'eeting o'f :British subjeots o'f' 8\ .A:prfll,I853" 1m l3Onham1"S despatdl 
o,lf 20~Aprtl\"Jr853', to Cllarendom,p.,9. 

62.A:ugustus A. HB.;y;es,.".A:nc American SOiLdier in Cli1ina" ,AtJJaœtic: Monthll.yr, 
Woll.. 577, Frebrue.ry.r 1886i,p.I95'-

63. B..P.P. 1853" LXiJOO'" op. oit', ,. EDO'lCJsure N'o. 2" im Nb.·3,"pro,csedings ..... , 
p .. IO. 

64. B.P-'.P. Jr8.S4"LDn,.[I192] ,op.a:l:tt., Em:rlosure Nb~: 2,im Nb •. If' lf.oti:friiCDa.
tiom of 5; ApriJl.,.I854:" to British oivr.i.lians fm Shangliai" inJ Bowrling:"s 
despatclb cnr 18:, April1,.I854"tCJ1 C3)arendom.; 

'- 1 

J 



Re~erenae Has been made in this seetion"~e ADaock~s' coD]a~ra~ 

in the destruction1 om 4' Aprill,JI854, of' the t:woJ lliDperialiri; camps 

opPo13i te tHe racœ-traok in Slianghajj;i]o~ what :dent, tftem, were Allcock 

and~ other foreign officia1s' responsib~e for the action takem om 

4 April,"J854,"~ British and AmericaDJ forces? b:11dla1t ext'emlt were 

British œi:wilians im Shangliai responsi1lille?' 

All:coak C'~aimed' that Captaim O'Gallllaglian supportBd Ms conV"ietianJ 

"adopt; some offensive measure: against the camps to pumlsfu the au'thors_ 
of'"' suclil out~s and deter thellJ1 frollJ1 renewing: attemp:1i:s' oi" llike nature>. Il' 

He was" oarefull to· buttress his decision for sorne cftensive. measure' wit'lt 

tliat ofticœzls entire- "concurrenae" 

lias to the o:ourse to be foElowed f01t" tlie seouri~ of the se1ttl:ement."'(65) , 
OUI 4 A'prill,1854,. lie attempt'edl to justif);r an' offensiv;e aOltiom agaimrft 

tHe Imperialistis cyr wri tinS"" to t'lie f"oreign eonsulis im Sbangliaii: 

" •••• ;tille eamps' rEtsting' upom the edge of the raae-course, wliera large 
numbers of' llawDess rabbie beDeagurilllr' t'he cd.ty umter Imperial 
au'tihorit;y; are permanently looatect, liav.e lleen:. a aonsta.mt,. aud Datt'erll37 
am increa.sing: source cf" danger to the occupants of the foreign settDemed, 
it became OllmioUS' tbat without their remo'Vall from We immediate 
proxim1i.t;y; tliere o:ould' be no longer any seouri~;'. ~;' howev.er depDorablLe 
tHe sacrifiaes which their ocmpuDsory ramo'Val. lias: eDtaiDed" they/are 
smalJlJ.. cmmpared!. to "tihose' whiah awaitlid the whol!.e aommunityr" liad aDUJ 
liesitatiom been shoWJll im prov.ing: our dete1'rDinatiol} to pu1t a stop te· 
unprov.olœd!. 8.IŒl'ession of sa d.aDgerous a cdiaraœter." (66) 

A~o:ock previously separate~ offiŒiallfrom1British ei~lian responst~ 

:tilJityr for inoidents which precipitateci immrsions b,y; Imperialis1t soldiers 

65. l3!.P.P. 1854, lrJO[[n,tI192] ,op;;o:i:t •. ,. E~:sure N'"a'. n,in N'o. I, 
'.A:lJ.oock"s despatch to Bonham., in BOwring.fls despatch of' 1&; April1,.IBB4,. 

t:o; <rn.arendon,p~1L~' 

-66:~' B..lf'.lr. l854,~l!,[I1921 ,.op.cit .. ,. Enuillosure N'n'o. 3, in! N'o .. I,. 
O:ircullar. addressed! bT; Alcock cm 4 A'l>Dill,.I8S4, to th~ fOI'e~gn cmDSUlls,. im 
B'o"7r~s de:spatch of l8; A:pril:,J!.854=,. to Clarendom,.p.4,p .. 5. 
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into the: fore'ign settlemen1:".' Inl:' despa.toh·, a~r 111( ~r"Jr853" t'o- tfte 

British oommuni~ of' Sliagliai" lie. deemared that alJthoug!illie. und'erstood 

that British aiViilian trade: l',it'h the Chinese warring- parties' oausedi
, am 

Imperialistt invasion of' the foreign se1ttl'ement, and although he understood. 

that such ilJlicit aa:tiViity·· byr British c:iv.ilJians was not; the imtient'iom 

of the British Gb-v.ernment,lie waul'd.l take no actiGnl as oolOm]). to prewnt 
l 

S'Il'O'h ilJliœi..t trade. Ife deoid:ed that the majority' .of" British riVJilli'ans 

im Shangliai shoula. keep unrully' elements frollJ1 wandering: out'side the 

settlJementii Ire oontinued: 

"1JJlie general' intierest demands the greatest prudezme" as ve1J]. as good: 
faitlil on the part of toreigners" and it iB' v.ain~ that allll the foreigm 
powers who hav.e treated: wi t'h Chino. combine irt a deO'laration of stric'lt 
neu"tiral:ity in their poliCIF,Ur indi~ÙoIDs:, in) pursuii1t. of t'hair OWDl 

exclusi-v:e: ad~~age, may! pursue a lL"le of oond'l101t im ma.mifestt 
coxrbrad!iotiGDJe' N'.either can there' be any doub1t as regards this po'i.nt; -
unilless the foraigm sattlement is to be made a ba,1ttlefielJtI' for insurgenrlis 
a.nd1 ImparialJis1is to the imInd..nent danger' of lidre' and: proper~w-- tlla1t it'; 
must' be :f:ree and guarded frOIlJ1 i~siODl by either side." (61) 

(109) 
Like: Augustu'B F·. Lindl!.e;w,. Professor Gregoryï comdUded tha1t Raar-

Admirall Ifop. was solle]y responsilUle for British armed: initervemti:oDl im 

l!862 at Sliangliai agaitmt the Ti'l.ipingst Kope ne~ec'lred to inform. Bruce 

of his inventions to divert and' sca.tter t'lie Tàipirrg- a:rmyr away frODl1 

Sliangliai.' Referring'" to Bruce, <Jlregory oIDaimed that, "the idea was 

osrta.irrlly DOt ltis,a.nd he was lat'.er veryr critias.l of~ljii:t· .(69) Referring: 

"Iio. Bruoe"s despatcfu .of DI: Deoemlier,J!862,vo the Foreign Of'f'ic:e and to, 

6'P;1Jespatath of Alcook of J!7 Nbv.elUlber,1853, to t:he Britislb eommunityr im 
SliangJ:iai, in1 the 'Bimes of Londom,,olfJ:3 Jànuar.w,.JI854" Second Edition,.p.,;8:,-

68.' ~e Lind'Jeyr,op.cit.,V7o:n.. 2,p~448,pM9 :for rl.Ir. Medli.urs"lt"s daspatofu 
of' 19 ]1è:1lruary,.1862"tCJJ Hbpe and fOr Irope:"s ciespatcr:h of' 21 Fe'Druar;w" 1862, 
to the Admd.ralJ.~. 

691~ Gregoryr"Grea1t. :8%'1 tain.: •.• .."p~lr:.' 

, "-, 
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Br:ii~ sh P.à.rlli.amentary Papers' Rela:t'ing= t'a:' t1ie' Affairs of Eltiina of" I864, 

Gregory olaimed:: 

"Bruo-e l"a:ter repud'ia.ted: a]J] responsioillity' for the thirty' mil1e scheme: 
and' in-sisted', that,'" AdmiraJJ.I1ope had: embarked om it before :E was 
oonsulJtedl and :rr consem!;ed' to i t on c:erlafm conditions wlticlit were mrtt. ' 
ob8erved,~n, {7<l) 

']he faa.tl·, tliat Bruce deoiàracf. that liB did not pllaw HOpe "s campaigm 

o~ IBfi2 and the fact tha~; Gregory SUPPO~B Bruoe's' ~oaenne does no~ 

armweJ:' who was responsilme: for th-e superin:Jliendenoe of' British' armamemt 

m: ClilLna~' 'lUii.s question hacl in fact ariseDl dur:iing- the F1r~ Opium1 Wav 

periiod~ and' shortly 1ffiereatte.r amollg' Admirall. Parker,_ S~r Bhghl. Gbuglh of 

tliB' nnLllita17,.and Sir Henry' Pottingetr" firri Gbvlernor of' Hbng- Kong~: 'llliese 

men had: appealled! to Londom for advioe 001m8rmL"ng: wliichl lovall. represemt-

ati-v:e of the British1 Œbv.ernment in Clliina- tlie e:i..vr.tlian ofiic-ialL,. tlie 

nava:V. aommand:er" or 1the mil:itary commander - shoul'd direo~ Brit'islh 

armed! forces. Parker and BOttinger had been unable to deoicIe how 110 use 

British armed: foroes to') implJement 1meir separate instru~ons f"rollll 

I..ondOIr.; 'mie deoision of the Earll. of Haddingrt'om o"f tlie AdJnirallt;w,. a1t 

that time, and' of I.ordl A"berdeen of the Foreigm Office pllaoed: "tihis power 

witH\ tŒie Suprem& Pll.erri.pot'ezœiar,y,r- the o:iw.l!lJian offid.a:n.: _}\admiralL'8 

dh,%! inl Ohina, was to adJninistErr the Suprame PlJ.enli.potentiary?'ls wislies~'( 7It) 

70:~ Gregor,yr,..n~i'tj.sh Interventio~{~.~p..I6.: 

7I~: Viiae~dtmiralL Augustus mtd.lJl~ore','lU:ie Lif'e of' the .Admiral!. of tlie: 
Fllee1t:SlLrWilllia.lJri P.àrkel!' (3 -v:olls.' Lond'om,i879.),VToIL.2,pp.;541-545. Job 
Barrow, tHe Sacret'ary ot' the AdmiraDtr, im a d'Q'spatah: o-r. 29, Augu.s1t,I843,. 
to ~arker (inoiud:ed! witlhA1lardeen"s d!espatofu ot: 24' Augu.s1t"Iffin), separ.a1ted 
the epec±no~ area of reeponsi'Bil1ityr of' eaclit secr,tfam of go~mt: 

"''::~:.·~~ou may 8Jq)ect trom time to time to receive from Sll.r Bi3nry; 
ROttin8'!r inttimatioDl of" the objects lie i8 desirous of· securiug: D.Y.r na'Vlal. 
aid ~',or protection, a.nd' of" particular poin1t.s or pliaGeS lie may, reqwi.re. to 

J 
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'Dhis d'eci.sion set a usefUl precedent for det8rmiming-, im œases 0:fJ" 

conflJictin:g: inimrpreta.'tiions" whi.ch, British official walt responsi'Me for 

the use of.' armed2 force im CliiDa.: 

:Et seems, tliBnl" im the:' case of' Hbpa:l!s 'IDiirtyr Mille Radd.uer Gampaigm 

im Fèbraar,y I862 that thera was nI) reaJ.: confliri be"lrnee!l1 Bi.IoI. MimLs1i:e.r 

to China, Frederiok :BruCBr and m.H. naw.ll ~epresentati'Ul6' im Sha.ngJi:a.:ii." 

R~'dmirall 110pe~1 The aŒtiuall, conflJid dev.elloped lat8r over wlio was 

responsiMle' for the int:e:rv.entiom they Dotlh int:endeœ;' Gregoryr lias siiowm 

lie watc!iec! and it will remain for you, liaving: dUe regard: to tIlie 
adl!i'tiionall. necessary' deman.ds upom y,ou,. frollJ1 other portions of tlte 
statiom under your charge ~tt 

Cm 29 ~Ug1ist:., _3, :Barrow wro17e these instrilc:tion-s to, Sir Willliam' 
Parker.: Aberd:een in) the Foreigm Office was quite assured, of' wliD' exaŒtlly 
liad; preponderant; responsi'MlJ.ityr for the de1terminat'ion: of.' pCtllicy- im 
ClilLna. On! 24+ August:.,.I843, lie mad:e a aou:ciusiv.e oftservatiOUl in, this' 
regard b Ms' despatolil to the Earll of l1addingto~ 

Il, But'; im tlie same. manner as the Secretaryr of' State intima.tes 110l tlie 
l3bard.! of' Admirall.t;w tlie wie.ws of.' lier Majesty;l's Gb~e~ent as tOl t'he 
amounii of naval) forea whicm: sliould be maiDltainsd.': • .JLeavi.ng: i 1t to the 
Board' of" .A:diniraltyr to, deci.d:e'· upon, arrangements and detaiD wlii:cfu the 
exeoution of those views mayr invollve - so it was the. int:entionJ of~::ser 
Ma~strls Gbv.ermnent that~ S\ir' Henry" Pottinger ~~~~. have. auiiliorityr 
over Ire.r·llIajestuJ"s' naval.! forces' to that extemt •• ; ... "' 

Barrow found' t1iat in l!843 :Britislh ships of war im Ohina were "under tlh!e 
management" of the adiniraL' It lias Parker~s d'Utyr tOl auiimL1t to,,,.ob;tecta 
poin1iedl out to you byr S'ir Henr,w Pottilnger'.' 

lJlli.e Bri 'fn.sh RlJemtpotent'iary in Ghina appeared Ùl1 the period ot' the 
'Dà.i'ping:- Rebelll1iom to have maintained the riglit of British ci:wi:liiaw 
a.u17h.orities im China to, supervise tlte a~'ri.~ies of Bl'itislh naval. 
o:f'fio:ers' im ClilLna. :BOnha.ml"S' despatofu o'f D April!, lB53 to FisJmourne 
ollearly d'1reated Flsliliourne_to oonduot': aQtivd:~ies umter the lJritisfu 
o:onsull. Aloock"s superw1siom.~ S'ee abo~,~.252. 
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that Hbpe "s assessment of 'Paiping~ poli tica.l .lJife was s1milJar tO) that 

of ]'.r9(terick .Bruoe;' (72) and: that their intentions ooncerning: 

intsrv.ention during" the firBt few montlis of' 1that; pol!i~ were' equaJlJl;y;r 

Prof'esso-r Gregory deC'lares a]so that thE!' orig:i..m.l.l. British decree, 

sent fn 1856.; to' Sir oIbhn Bowring, which allol'red himl latitude te 

fntervene in cases o~ insurgent invasion of' ]mperia]i~~ccupied 

areas- of tHe treaty port s , vas silbplJ;yT torgotte~ .A:aoording t'o, G!'ego~,. 

h. new series ot' instruct:i.ons· and: approvall. fronr. the H"ame Gbv.ernmemlt 

were devised t!o déal! l'ri th the tiret l]à.iping' i.nva.siom fm Augus1l; 1860 

of' SHapgbai;je~~)assume that Bowring"s otfie1all. llatitude' t:o in'!Imrvene 

was torgot-ten byr the Gbvernmemt was net; the importt of Russell!.·s repll;r 

on 12 Marehl,l:8ô:r,. ta Sykes. Drattfn:g: mnr inBtructicms crould te.asiblJy· 

have. revea]ed a GbV&rnmental de sire· to appear responsi~ for lacall. 

3. <JOnalusicm, 

C'ertaiDJ soiiolarB' have emphasized tHe local! autonomy,r trom l 1850 tOl 

]862 otthe British eHina.-coast community;From'their observations,. i~ 

appears ttia.t British consulJs and British aivi.lians in China were the 

72~ Glrego~" Great Britai~~ ... :,p.99!,p •. 103'; 

73. Œre go r;y:r,- ":Bri.'tish Interv.enltiou.;';. ~,P. 16~ 

74. Grego~" Great Bt-itaiul .... ,pp~72-73,p.94~ 'llliis refers "ti;o. CliarendODl's 
ins11ructions of SeptBm1:ler ]856) to' Bowring' and 110: 1;1±e formatioDJ G,f new 
ilrstru.etiions' to' mee1t the 'l!à;iping' a1tt1ack ëi:t August; 18ôo.~ 

75.': B.P'..n-." ValL .. I6J:" op.<rlit.,repliy ot Russell ~o SYkes,O'o1l..18BTI-185a'. 



onIDy agents responsiblJe :Ln -this perioct fOir British rela.tions witfu the 

belll:i;gerents~: Soma: of' these _ scitollars' foc.used! upom HOpe a.nd Bruaets 

Tliirtyr Mile Radiu:s c:a.mpaign and UpOlll "\he British Gbv.ernmenitts :iinab:iiliit~ 

in :Londom to' review daily d"ev.ellopments' im Cliina. 'DliB responsi b11'i ty 0:11" 

tlie British Œbv.ernment for the conduc1ï of i ts offirialls' iIll Chtiina lIe.s 

esaaped the noti:cre of' manu of' t'hese seholarS'.' otli:er schollars Have 

, adv.anced abst%'aat def'imi1ilians o~ neuin-alit;w or lia:we assumed 17ha1t. 

Br:iitish pOlJicYr :E!Dofdi,,1SD3:{:I1œd:.86?~ m'a~ corm:erning' tliB be]l!igerenJlis 

l'las indeed. neutrall.;: SUch dei"imitions and assumpüons of" Briti:slit 

neut:ralityr are oft'am aceompanied '5qtT an-' examlinatiom of' Bri tislil consuIar 

a.nd a::i:wi'lian relations, with the bellligerenta~ 

T1iB body of' 1;!h& the sis has indica17.ecl that there l'lere manrr Bri'tilh 

wri-t;ers,- no1t cit"ed l)y7 Wese twent±eth-celWuryr scliolars,. Wliol no1ied tlte 

RebBllliOlll wliBm writ'ing: about' t'heir in:t.eres1m· in, CHina;' Manrr oi"' the se' 

C'iV7il:fall' acroount's' frollJ1 I853 11:0. 1862 11:estit'yr 11:0', tH:e Briti.sliJ. o'f'ficial!. 

aomm'UIlltty~s inabili~ in Cltina ta· mailJt!aiim a pollicy of' neutrall.it3'T~ 
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Cllia.racteristi"Cl'S~·'G:f Bri~s1h Off'icialJ, POlicyr in China JI853-1862 

A1ppemli'r J( presented ev.idence and' questioned current in:Jt;eTpret:a,..;;.;3, ,~':l 

tions- C'onnerning- the conaept'; of' B'ri ti sh ''neutrali ty" durin:g' the civil. 

war inl China .• A. patterm of British~ acliiV'ity during: tlie ciVlil1- war dia: 

emerge. SChol'a.rs wlio have observ.ed: tliis patterl1J have also' beeDJ 

i'zrterested! in:, tlie British and :foreign civ.ilian" communities in ~. 

lJllieyi'.~ve perpetuated nom ions of' B'ri t i sh, "ne.utral'i ty,r" and! yet lia.v.e 

:ffilundi evidenc:e, of' the: re.gional~ autonolD37 frOIIJ1 ],850 ta;. 1862 of' tlie Brit-.ism 

eliina-coast community; 

Bri'tish consuls were-- responsibil!e: for the impllementatiolll of' aar 

approved in' MaY!' I853 1:J;w tli13 Foreign' Secre1m.ry' ;~ The S'Ilpreme 

BDenipo~entia~s' deeŒaration did not adVise British consuIDs liow tliB~ 

l'ere: to~ implement non-int'erventiiom :iim ttie foreign settlementis am tfut 

coast of' Ghina~; Jrm Aprill. 18'53, Bonliam' stronglJy,' impllied! tlia1t lIe was 

UJJCOnoerned wit'h. local procedùresœdopted Dyr Brinsh consuma to' ma.inlte.im 

Bri.'tish neutralitr,;l A1t 1mat time,. Bon:iiaml aclv.ised nshbourne,. t1ie 

naval!.. commander at'- Sliangliai,.to ob'tiain:, :f.urtiiier :tnstru~on-s from 

Rutlterf'ord. Alco'Ok~ B'onham sta"ted! t:llat' the: Briüsh eon:suill waa responsible 

for :British, relations at SliaDgliai witlh tli;e ChinetJe warring: part±es~l 

'Dlte c:ii:vr.Lll war d!isrupted! mmnalL treat~arft. relation-s amo~ Jl.oca1 

Imperial i st' ofiicialls',. Ghinese ci.v.illians,and the :British' colD11lUlllÏ.tyr. 

~vdilL Wal!' foroed' upon Alloack a pattern of' d'iiplJomaCN7 and th:e.. assumptiODl 

ott'" wlJat pre"lJ7.i.:ous to tHe œLw.ij]J W&r' "ere llnperiall±s1t official!. responsitill-
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:kttiies~; AlJcDck"s decisiom not'" ta) ad'op'tt sterm measures. 1l:o keep lih-itisln 

Bri.'tish e:i:wilians' in' 1ihe fore:ign1 set.:ltJJemen.1l1; appears ciiarac1t.eristi:o~ o1t 

am atilj.tud'e adopted! 'tiy' many British ofl"ic:Lall.s im CliiDa. Generall]yr,. 

suofu ofiic:i.alls' were' pe-ssimistio: concerning- wlia:t; tliey ooûl1d acroomplJism 

m t1te treat~ ports br- their own, jilrisd:io~icm. ~lany of thase ofiicna.lls,. 

su:ah1 as A]cook,.relied' upom B'ritisih a.rmaments rather tHam admû,nistraüv.e 

procedures ta' sett-lle d:isputes durmg' tlie oi'V1.Ul, war betweEIIll Cibines6 

Jof'ficialls and' Br:ütish ai'V'ilia.ns~: 

'lIlie Supreme' p!lenipO't'entiary and: RutlierfoI"œ A'llcoek liad d±:fi"ering 

fdleas of' who ematIr was respon'Bi1me during,' the cnvr.i.ll. war for tlie 

oli'Berv.ano:e of' Bri'tish "n:eutral!ity';' Bonham', stated im .Aprill. 1853 tha1t 

Rutllerford: Alaonk was responsi1fll.e for the o1:)servanee of' Br:t'tiisfu 

~'WI;rallity in, Shanglia:ii.' Bbwring: supportt.ed Bbnlianl"·s inlIlBrpretatioœ, 

byr cmaimtLng: OD! la and 19' Apr~~I8D4,. tftat 1tliB "'maDl OIll "tins spo~ would 

bel!lt know how te· deall wi t'hl Chiness- inoursiœm ~o We foreigm 

s&1ttllem~' A]onok did no1t 1lake suetil raspon'Bib1Lllit;Yt, seriouslyJ" and, as 

f"oJtilJows 1JBlJowr lm Imv.amiœlt 1853" lie direct:ed the majPrit3'T of'" Britism 

o:i'V'illia.ns iD! Shanghai 110 gov:erm wliere~ he had fa.ill,ed by' lœeping: 

unruiIlyr British o.ivr.i.lians from~ insurgent and Mancib1 camps. 

As ha.s been' shown' in! Appendix A, alt'liough l'ocall Britism offiO'falls 

frequentllyl supplied tlieir superiors wi th inf'Ol"llld1tômmoncermLng: 

iD:surgent~ religious,morall, 801'111 pollitical llif"e s.ml C'Owermt.n:g: 'Daiping: 

promises' tO' f'ore:liguers'" t1ieir superiors d'emonstrated l'it1tll.e fnt:eres1t 

im suclb informaticm~ a.nd approved of" decisions takem b;yi these loea.ll. 

of'f'ioiall.s;; 

'-
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Jrmi:ti:ialllly/" f'ew members of'-the British Gbv.:ernmem; were welllL-

inf'ormeci concernirrg: Taiping- parrJi.ticall. struct'ures' or re-!igious llife. 

Inl :rr86Jr" however, tliere' lias renewall. of' GbV!ernmentall. i.nterestJ; in! "tihe 

'l!8.ipings~j 'mie Mancmus' ",ere o.'oservdng: tH.e C"omr.ent'ion, of Peking,andi 

im August ]860, Fred:erick Bruce and' '1r.~. Mead'ows' used Brit'ish "tiroops 

"ltOl prevent Tàiping' forces f'rolJli seizing: 'l'he ~liinese seœtlor 01' SHanghai. 

Ils ShOlflll in Cbapter Oue of' the thesiB', the memtier of' Parliamemt for 

Allardeeœ lias ctJit'icall. im Marclh J!86Jr of Briltislh in"ti:ervention diDl ~,la601 

La~r in' ISffiI,. the British IItimi.ster 'tin Peking." wanJti:ed a tliorouglil 

r.epari cormerningë the Taipings' f'rom1 tlie Bri t'ish c.onsuill at lïJ.Dgpo,;i(I) 

o:'obïiell S!1kes and' Lord RueselllL bo-tlb ai-ted: informatiOl11 couoermLng,' 

'i!à.:iiping- religi.ous and: moralJ, lite ta' support. t'lieir initerpre'tia"tiicms o:t.' 

~ipin~re]iabilit~~; Erederiok Bruce wanted: a ~ repo~ conce~ 

Taiping' administrative teohniques in NangpO'. Eactb illl'ustratiom 

indiea1tes that byr J!86Jr, these meIll were demanding: accurat'e imrozma.tiOlll 

aonaerning'the Taipings~ 

Hbw mucti'l. information' 60Dcet'ilini': the 'l!àipings did' off'icia]s b 

Britaim have 1iefore 186rt Hhich' offie:ialJ sources in) China pro"l77ided this 

~ormatiODJ and ho", relJUble was t'his inf'orination? Descriptions of' 

British of:fiic!LalL aommunic6.\'tions frOIJll 1:853 to' I862 with tiie insurgenrlis 

ltel!.p "lm) answer these questions~1 

I~See p. 45 of the thesis..onilJ;ir. t'wO) montb 1lefore Hbpe "s inltiarv.:entj,ODl 
im F.ebruaryr 18'62,J3ruoe wanted more in1!ormation~' f'rom l the Brillism,coltS1liJj, 
:s:a:MœJ'T about t:he newlly-est'abIDished' 'l'a.iping' go~ent', at lfingp cr. , 

"-
1 
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~itisfu con:sulJs liaet almo&rlt cb1.ilJy enco'U.nlti:ers witli1 the C:ninese 

beilligerents': 'mie SUpreme: PIlenipoteni1ia,ry.' and the Mimi.st'er 

Erl.ra.cJrdinary.7 to China commumi..cate:d l'li th Taiping- offiaialls duri'ng: 

Brit:ish missions 110 inil:and China~' zn aommumi.eatiODJ with the belllligeremlts 

in. the treatY'! ports or in the in'tieriar,. El'itish offiaialls d;id contilme 

to' asseri t'wc)) majj)r point s of' V!.Lew~: 

British of~iciana ausvomarily a.i~ed the number of' occasions sinee 
1 

1842 in wlilioh:. the Brlitislh Gbwl'tllllellit malinltained: its good f'a,:iit-lh w:iitlh 

tlie Chinese GbvernmetXt: without ootainin:g: f'u1.] trea"tyy priv.d.leges~' 

Cliinese unwiillingness to opem C'a.ntODl to British ei'liilian:s l'las a fre'lue/\t . . 
~r"e,\JOIIn1!. Seaondlly" British offic:i.alls ctecided 1tlia:ti 1lo"til±. Imperialist 

a.nd insurgent officiais shoul'd' oliserv.e B:ritislh offic:i.a,ll priv:iilJeges 

and immunities'; 

k. :IDa.ir 'DreatmeDlti; of tlie· Cllilinese 

]!lrom1 :f!i.rBt contact· with~ 'tihe Tàipings,. Bri'tish ofi'ieialJs emp1:iasized 

t1ia1t a.'d'iciB:Datâ(m:i;I.Q1r,-r:neu-t;rali~ expressed British in1tentions' of' 

treating-the Ohinese people fairlyd~ing,the ciViili co~est.~bese 

ofi'iaialls sid'e:stepped; their interventiom im 1lelllgerent afia:t.rs and: 

tlieir use of' Britiish armamenit during: communications with the ClId.nese 

be·lligerents 1iyr O'laiming' these acti Vii tie:s l'lere just'· pri'Wi]eges of a, 

"neutra,lL" power which was treatÜlg' tHe Chinese peopl!e fairl1yi.(2) 

2. A dev.e]opme:n~ of'these con~lusions with specificreference to tlie 
p.cm;i!oy im ~m-I853 of the' SUpreme Flleni.potemtiary.,:Bbnhaur,. to 1ffl:e 
poù.icyr :Bf!oiil> lS§iy(-6031855 of Rutherford: Alcock in Shanghai, and t:o" 
the pol:l::~ of" the ElW.W{1 E~raordinal7i t'(J; China" the: Earl\. of' El1gin, 

-:foJ:lows. S'ee p.117 and' pp.'lCCl'3- 1 qr D 
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T.a a-l'arify suoh a oontradiotoryr developmenit.. in British polioy,r,. 

one oan refer to am earlier but more lionest atll1èmpt~.'41m ei'alua:ti:e 

British pol1ioYf iin China. IIll a major speecfu im the Great; Opi'UJlIl Baba.ta 

of April!, ,1840 in Parliament'",. 'IDiomas Babmtngt;'ODl rvraeauJIayr indica.t'ed 

that a British offiaiali oould easily aoncsali unfavourable de~~opme~s 

of British China PQIDi~,. SlICfu as' Britis~ offie:iall. support; of' tlie 

opium' ~e and British offiiaia]authorfzationJ o~ aggressiow aga~ 

a,"tttlempt's Dy.r LiD 'D.'se-lisw to res1iraiDl the trade'" ~ C'l!aimiing tliat 

(lli1i.'nese o:tticda:D.s prevented' Hri tish o:ttioialls' frorm treating: tlia 

liad' alll.owed tHe British 'Plenipot'entiary iifi China "!to- fUrther Bri~slh 

commercial int'ere st s' and: deoide what sliould' 'Be d'ons',if G1i:mese o"fficdalls 

o~bj-ea~cli 

Macaulayr reoognized: im ]840' t-Hat 1ffie C'JJaims b$' tlie WJiig: GbVJernmenIli 

ai' Mel'Bourne and Palmeret'nDl ta- fa.ir treatm:en:it, of' the Glii.nese l'lere no1t 

partitmllarlly orediblle~- l{aeaul1ayr adimLt1ied that ;rl;he Britislh Gb~rnmen1t 

did not send instruœtion-s to Gharl.es Elliot:.,. t'he S'u.perfntendemt ot' 

'Drade" t'o, quashl tlie British Wade iD! opi.~ BU.t Macaul.a;w allso recognized 

tliat bo1®. the Tory Gbv.e:rnment ~f wlilLcdh S:ir J8me.s GraJ:iaml1ias ài,' ~ t 4-, 

mem1ier (<JtiI.tia,ml issued1 a motioDl of' een:eur.e UPO!ll the Whig' Gbvernment wlIiich: 

preeipitat-ed! t'hi s' d'ebate),. and the Whig: <Ib~ent ref'used "lin aati; ~' 

beeause· the: <mina trade was' ~ry profi t'a'D1e for Bri taine' Maeauiay,r 

explJained!a 

III Was it' not not'orious wliBm t-he riglit honourabl:e Baronetr a. ref'erense 
- t:o Sir .rame s' Graham, then lfirst Bord of' tlie .A:dmirallti.] l'las im office 

tliatl. Bri1iish su1:JU'e~s carried! om am erf;ensift eoll!b'absmi t%'ade wi1mt 

'-
1 



-215-

China?' N:either the BaronB"It, noi' the DUke- of' We'lJ.1ingtiom gave tHe 
SuperintBndent!; Jrn:structiODB tG> pu"lt, down We trade • .... " 

Maaaul'ay' tRen expllain-ad that t-lie slituatiom ~ 1839 on:, the China 

c:oast - tlia' weakness otr the Imperiall regime 1lwIt i1m de1ierminatiom to 

suppress the opium traffio: - prov.ided the British Gbv.ernmen1t:, witlh 1me 

ne-eessa17 lew.rage to f'Urtli;er i ts pO'J.1i tioall. and; eommeroiall aimB im 
1 

<mina. amf saOUl o'o"tiain a series otr pri'VJilJe~s Dy, aggre'ssi'U'e aœi'VJity.; 

lm the case otr the F1.rst Opium War" tHe: Britislil Gbv.ernment'; croul'd C'l'aiml 

~~ Ghinese o~fioial~ mistreated British oivilians'whenthese affieiaJ.1s 

t'aak measures against the opium trad'et 

"'lUie Emperor ot' Ghina had a perfect riglit; to keep omt opium ana; to', 
keep im silv.er, if' lie c:ould' d'o so lly.' me ans , eonsiBtenit with morality: 
and publi~ lav.' Jrf' his' otticers seized a a!test: Olf' the forliidden drtag'~ 
we were not entitlect to compla1n" nor did we eompllaiDli" 

Il BUt when' :finding: ~ tRey eouIll nom suppress We aon'traband "ti:ra.d:e. 
'Dy jjl.s1t means ,. they resorted! t'a means fllagrantJJy un:dj1ri,. wRem tliey' 
imprisoned our innocent croumtrymem,. wRen tli.ey inBui t:ecI our Sbv.ereigœ 
im tHe person of' her representativ.e" then it became our dutyr to' 
demand; satisfac.tlfo~" (3); 

Macaulayr ~:tim:'J84G: 'fila:tt, ... va8 na.iv.e for memDers of' Parl!iamemt 

110) continue believ;i.ng tliat tlie Briit'ishi Œbv,ernment-, cou]d,.li;w a simpl!e deœ-ee 

of.' int:entliorr,. guara.ni;lee tliat Britislb œffioialls and' ri."l'il'ians i!ll Clil:i.na. 

woul'd treat', tlie Chinese people faiirlJyr~': He warned 1ili.a:tt. looal imterestu 

ami the speed' of' events in China woula; l'eaOl British of"fiGial.s"suchl as 

Captaim EJll'ioM, to aet in'. ~endentllyr~'l!h! 1840, members of' Parliament 

connurred wi th Ma.oauIJayJ'ls opinions ( and those of' tRe Uhig' Gb'Vermnent) 

Dy! defeating: the motiom of' Sir James Graliaml to aensure tlie <lfovernment. 

i .. 'Jllie Cbm lle1te Warks oe. Iraordl Macau]a r in 'llWel.v.a V'oDwnes' V'oll. .. XII 
-S'peealie:s:Roemul And Misaenàneous' Wri tip;gs' Londom,.I8.98 ,.p.645 ,pp~652-
653. 

'-
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Throughout "tihe .. period'-of -lihe 'l!B.iping Rebelliorr, the Bri tislil 

G'ov.ernmeni; and' a majority of' its Ohina.-a:oast' o:lrf'ic:i.al.s allowed a 

my,th of Britaslilrighteous conduct toperv.ade officia]_pœ]dcy~ Britisfu 

oi!ficials in Oliina aot'ed' as if' the dec:i.sions,theyr adOpted i:nJ Cfutna were 

in the best intereris of' the <lliinese people. As representativ,es of' 

a -neutran l ' power, British offieia]s freely jOurneyeœ to'areas beyond 

tlieir ji1risd:lictiom to confer with insur~nt ofi'ictians and' e:i1i:lI:er 

jÙl"ti:erf'ered "i -lih the oonduc~; of' wsr or threaten-edi to' bring Bri tis1:h 

armameUlft; intOl :iinsurge~piedl areas~l 

British offic:i.al1s who did ëommumicat,e "i th 1the belli~rents 

:fi'8.iled! to consider that they could' observe C'neutralityr aiiiI!! 'Ifu'Sà=tt the 

Chine:se crombat'tiants fairlJy '5;w keeping British oiV7ilians away! fronr 

Cliinese armed! oamps,and by preventing' British naval!. v,essel}s from-, 

:iint:erfrering: wi th Chinese warfarEh Suoh Bri ti slh ofTicials a~ed as if' 

-neutral!. status" gua.ra.~e:ed them t:otn immunit~ froD\1 in1i:erf"erenma frollli 

Cb.ine:se f'ortifioationS", and as if" :lit was jUstifiablJe for a "neutrall. 1 i· 

power to threatem Chinese bell'igerents' with reprisalls to a.ohie'VJe 

Bri ~ sh d:emanc:l)s;' 

lm, an ertraot frOffil S'-.X' George Bbnham l'S despat'ch' of' II Ma.yr,I853" 

t'a the Earli of' <r.J.arendon, Bonha.m revealed Ohe œI!'\.~~ p1"eJm1lD8ptioialtm, 

"4tliià!h he allowed to influenc.e his diplom&OT; with -lihe insurgents: 

n'Et ia diffiOlll't,: to obtaim anything like an acourate statemeD!l; OUl 

the:se· pointis~ as the Chinase are sa prone tOi axaggera~e the number to 
liundDed!s of.' thousandls'"but 1: think the numbara abav:e statedl are not' 
very f'àr from the trutJ:i' .. " (4) 

4~' n";Er.p .. ;853,- IJqX,. op.oit.,N".o.6,. Bbnham"s d'espatch of' n Mayr,I853, 
ta œJ.arandon,p.25.' 

,-
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In this ca.se, Bbnham aonsidePed that Chinese information inv.a.riably-

was untrustworthy and that independant assessment ~ this informatioro 

was necessary. 

One might find justification for Bonham"s preeautionary attitude 

in mid-I853 aoncerning the Taipings. In memorials sent, in) ]a"tre Aprill 

1853 to Bbnha.m and IiIeadows at N"ank.ing-" the Taipings adopted a tyPica]ly.' 
1 

Chinese and Imperialist approaofuto their communiee.tions with B~itish 

qf'f"icialse As Ca,]lery? and r.van ind'icated, the Taipings were. eager to, 

present themselv.es as a body of Chinase eivilians who during-the ~~ 

'(lJprum...:.Wç:i'Bedgmi.zed! the justice of British c~:aims. '.nhe Taipings claimed 

tHa t adherent s among their oommuni ty had' freely; offered support during tlte 

liIiÏ!d·t"opjùmy:~Wa.r to British troopS~i Im his despatch of TI Ma.;y7tI853, 

Bbnha.m irmluded the letter of La' Tà.-kang', Chief Director of 1ffie 

Pa.lae.e and Woo' Jbo ... lieaow, offic:er of the Boards a.nd general: of tlle 

~iping army. Imthèir oommunieation,~aiping:cliieftains'demonstra~ed 

their understanding'of the Cbnfuoianmaximlof cultiv.ation and absorptiom 

o~ the barbariau. Lo) and WOQ: ooservedt 

l'We hUmblJy oonceive that when the will of lfea.ven is f'ixed, mam cannot: 
oppose,and \'lhen views and feelings are correct, corrupt', imaginations 
cannot imterfere therewi th; henoe i t. jij:'~ 'flis.!t honest'- birds se'led the tree 
on whioh they roost,and that virtuou, ministers ahoose tlle sov.ereigm 
whom they intend to serve.'" 

n' ..... on a former oooasion,your lionourable nation with upright V:iews 
ma.rched into our territory,for which you had doub~less good and 
suffi oient reasonlbut: the impish Tarta.rs opposed your entrance,which,t-he 
inhabitants of China. v:i.ewed with displeasurerbut now our royal master 
ha.s reoei ved' the command of Heaven to puni sh offenders, to show kind.ness 
to foreigners and' harmonize them with the Chinese',oot restricting commer
œi.alJ interoourse nor levying transit duties,wliile he leads fonlard 
his martial bands to the number of hundreds of' myriads,overaoming ev.ery 
oppositioDl' fro~whiah it is olear that the period has arrived when both 

>-
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Heav.en and! men uni te in, favouring his desi~ and fai thful: warriors 
exert themse]:ves on, his belialf.1t • 

It: • .;.;eHe- remêmber,more-o-wr, how on a. former occasiom we,im comjUIl'Ctiom 
lozith Bremer,Elliot,and \ianking' r?Jinl the Provimre of' Cant'om erected a 
ciiurch and toge-ther worshipped; Jesus, our Celestial EIder Brother" all 
these oiroumstanaes' are as fl'e'sm in our reoollection as if the;w 
happened yeeterday.'" (5): 

After the second appeal l'li thim t':l-renty years Dy British officiaIs 

for armements 1;0', redress an insJ.Ùtt, to the fl'al5", certain individua.ls ~ 

Britain expressed douot::\Whè:tlier a, second miliitary oampaigm in China. 

would resul t in fair treatment for the Chine se people •. ':Dhese men" 

expressed: sympathy and COntrerrt' for the insurgent segment· of the 

Chinese population. ln their opinion, the British Government in' I857 

diverted Bowring'ls Cantom campaign and: oonducted a limited "'a,r im the 

n'Orth with the Imperialists to ~btaim a more satisfaotory arrangemen1t. 

for British OfficiaIs" merchants,and missionaries. ~e British eonsular 

communityi continued. to maintain, existing: treaty-port privileges and. 

immunities and' with a pretenae of .neutrality~, prote-oted tlie 

Imperia.list position on the coast.: (6) 

As previously shown, suoh individua.ls '\'lere:1not the firet to reoogmize 

that British officiaIs in China. did not implemen'\t. the Government·"s' 

request' durirrg the Chine se ci'ril' O'Omtest for strict B'ri'tish neutralit". 

From1 1858, these ori tics eontinueœ to investigate Bri ti sh China. policy.r 

and published ooservations O'Oncerning the diminishing worth of Brite.intls 

reputation for fair dealings. 

5. B",p-.P. 1853,LXIX', op.cit. ,Eneiosure No:. 6.;,in N'o. 6, Bonham"s 
despatch of II May;, Ji853, t'O Clarend:om. Bonharn iIlD'luded this despatoh 
of'Lo and woo~ for Clarendon and de~lined comment·upom it. 

6. See,for example, the observa.tions, of Colonel Sykes,p~2caO. 

:L-
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A British mercenary who served in the army of' the Ghung \iang-, 

A'ugustus ]r~' l!.d.ndTJ.ey, believed that EUII'opean nations would seriously; 

question British honesty beoause of British interventiom im F'ebruary 

1862 against the Taiping rebels. In August 186];, the Bd ti sfu Gbvernment 

instructed British officials in China to observe neutrality. According 

to Lindl:ey,- Irope "s' interventionl amply demonstrated the inaoIll3isten~ 

of British word to the belligerents~'C7:'):-

In his E'brewordl, Lindlley,r indicated' that his personal inv.ol;v,ement 

and military servic:e in: China obligat'ed'. him tOi 
\ 
,,: joinl the small army of' those who striv.e to arouse their crountrymen 
fromwbat May prove a fiatal lethargr •••• it cannot fail.to be seem 
that England has not ~en thamost baakNard in vio!ating·the above 
true principlJ.e of' international law,nor the least gui!ty! in 
fOllJowing: up unjustifiable impositions upom unoffend:ing' belligeremlts 
by a.ctual force.": 

Lindley hope~ that,"further light May be thrown upom t'Wo remarkable 

phenomena 'Which now pU3z]Je this nation". These phenomena. lie defined l'Ti thl 

referenae to the work of A .. G .. Stapleton:, entitled lTnterv:ention and 

Wom-]hterventio~ 

"I.' That the reign o-r f'orea, wi thout any real moral. antagonism, is now 
esta~~shed throughout al~ four corners of' the globe. 

2! That Grea1t Britain 1s no longer honoured and: trusted as sb was, her 

T. LindlJey,'1l.'f-Pinpr ...... ,A History ..... ,Vfoli. 2,p.457.see the fOllo\-1Ïng: 

III Upon these grounds British faith was dishonoured!. and a murderous war 
waged against the unfortunate ']i-pings. Admiral!.. Irope continued the work 
of destruction with h~s artillery an~ rifles fro~a safe distanoe,unti~ 
his recall to England.·VrioDation of good fàith, misrepresentation, and 
partial aggression- became superoed"ed by regular h~stilities, withou1t. 
a.ny prev.d.ous d'ec-laration of war or even statement. Hhat "fould SUchl 

ma:p.nar of 'Warf~a:e be denomina.ted in Europe?' 

~ 
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statesmen having'lost that moral..influence which,quite as much as 
physioal1, f'ear, serves to restrain unscrupulous gov..ernments im a career 
of' wrong-doing.'" (8) 

Ow 12 March,I86I~ in a speech to the Lords" ao~one], Sykes ref'erred 

to the British oampaign in! 1860 in' the north of' Ohina and to the Bri.tish 

repul1se in August 1860 of' the Tàiping' adwncœ UpOIl1 Shanghai. Ife openly' 

q~estioned' British official intentions for China: 

n\'le were at war with the 'nartar Gbve~nment,and: at" t'he v~:l7 moment that· 
our army was advanoing UpOlt1 Peking-,and' that British c1'ficers l'lere 
being tortured to death with the sanction of the Emperor of China, we 
we~e ~ means of our own officers ool]ecting:the austoms duties at tlie 
port of Shangtùd amounting' to about 900',000 and even m("re per aDmUBll and 
lia.nding them over to the T'artar officials to De employed in war against:: 
ourselVes and' against the national party.n. 

Il' We manned the wallls- of the Imperial city of' Shangha,i and repul sed the 
attacks of therrebels with great slaughter ••••. moreo~r we had demanded 
from the Tarta.rs payment for the services rendered oy our troops im 
the shedding o:lr bl'ood'. - making our troops mercenaries - a proceeding
which lef't almost indelible stain om our honour."' ('~) 

Sy,kes did nov· abandom his shrewd: ana.lysis beca.use of' a lack of' 

Parliamentary attention. In, his le.tter published mu 2aeDhomilhr:,.~, 

in the London Star,Sykes eontinued liis critique. of British Cfui.na pol'icYt't 

"!]hese two tEJstimonies', standing unscathed' in a desolated ai ty, will 
f'all. gratingl'y upon the memories of' those who, with British bayonets 
and' B'ritish shot and she:l1JJ, in violation of' a commanded neutrality, 
have aided a Gbv..ernment, whieh has been ohara.cterized fbr its constant 
pe~ndy and oruelt'y, to def'eat a national party,in whieh,as we see, 
was not only a germ of Christianity,of probable development into a 
rioh harvest:, but whieh party also ha.d oonstantly manif'ested a desire 
to aultivate friendly rela.tions with f'ol'eignerstwith a view to the 
introduction of Western science and a.r1t •••• "1(10) 

Afte-r the civ.il war, the editor of" t'he North China Héra1:d 

6 .. Lindley,op.1ri.t.,Vol. Jr,p.ix,p.x-. 

9. B~J.J)~,V7oh 161,]2 I-mrch,Jr86I,Cbl. 1848. S~e a1so Cbl .. li855 f'or his 
eonc!l.uding remarks. 

10. L~ndley,op.cit., W0l1.2,p.818. 

'-
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eompl'ained! t'liat bY7 I868',. t'lle Br:iiti sh Hbme crommumi. ty l'las' supel'Viising-

tlie activdties a.f' the British Ghina-coast of~ici~l and civ.ilian 

commun1i.ty,r;' For this ed:it'or,. the period whelIJ China.-coast offic~a]s and 

ci'V1ilJians independently aond:uctecl relations l'li th the Imperialis1ts· and 

insurgen1ts was over. 'lIliis editor observ.:ed: tliat before imitiating 

ltostitities wit'h CHinese of'ficialdoID', the BritisliJ commumity in, Chlina 

had t:o comply,r wi th~ Bri ti sh Gbvernmental and Europeam int:emtions to; 

.weat(: the.~:,'Cff1.ese peopl1e fairlly: 

"WliaWer we: like it or no'lt..,public: opinion in; Europe :iis a power sliapillg' 
our deBtiniea wi1fuout asking: OUI!' laa~,.a.nd it must,: be c1ear 11iia.t 
within tha' llast: faw years~ 'titi:e po'lli.tica.ll. f'ee]i.ng:· agains"lt foreigm 
contIues1t.,. foreign possession,and.: int:ermed!~l'i.ng: in 1fue affairs of' 
foreign nations liaS' beelIJ Olll tlle increase·.' ..... in' the present.· t:emper 
of pUDlie feeling; in England:~. rTe ooncei-v:e tliat there woul1d De' a s1irong: 
dislike "ti.o war and perf'eœtT, liorror. Olf any palliclW of' annexa .. tti~.... 80' 

1ili.at:, our Minist'ers and Cbn:s1:ûIJ~ will11 probably De instruoted t:o. a.clopt a 
more and more cautious polJi~.nf (II) 

Moreover" even; in; 1864, "tibis editor understood t'lia:ti: the Britisfu 

G'overnmenv. expectWd Bri ti sh aomruJ.1s· im China. t:o~ àIiti..~~na 110' 

1W:':-~eaf1.·tiiËVQhinese people fafrl!y. Lond01lJ was' no"T exercising: tlie 

imitiativ,e ill1 British relations with the Imperialiste, whicfu wae 

etrjoy,ecI prev.d.ouslYi Dy the 100al1• consu]ar and c~vi1ian commun:rit;yr~(I2) 

II. \'lrigli1lt,,()p~C±t'. ,p.2~· 

I2. JLbid.,p.2a~· S'ae t'he :Fol1wins referring: to: tlie se1ïtl'emem;,. o,:r a 
casa' of' murder o:f' a British solnier ~ a. Cliinese: 

"A. faw short" years aga." SUClil an occ.urezœe,. wD:ethe.r explain-ed OT nort:, 
woul!d' have produced a. stornr of' indignation. Tlie inquirfes set'. on1 foot 
wouId have. been looked om aa bl!inù!s t'o' dra.w a'ti.:li:emtioIll from1 the rea.Jj 
pe-rpe1n'ators of' t:li-e outrage:'; The expllanat.:ians off"ered wouJJd have Deen 
re-j)ct:edJ diisdainfUll.ly;aml a. _war migli't' finalJl;r have been cooked froml 
1tlie ma't:erfals t'hus' suppl'ied."' 

'-
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B~: 'l!he Preservation' o;C' Britislh .Turiscliction- in <lliIina I853 _. 1862 

Beginnliing: with Bonham "s' m1Lssiom im mid~I853 1io~ inIDand efui.na" 

memllers of' the ~:i!t'ish consul'a:C' serv~ inJ Ofutina commumicated wf.th, 

tlie bellïgareDJlis' in1 a ,ma.nner ca]jcu]]a:ted "lio- preseI"\œ British, 

jùriisdiO!lnon1 ml Cliina'-; 

If' a British officiall. in: Glii.na. t'hought~ he was no-tt Cl'"OOLigated to 

keep~ British ciVJ.i..lians withiro :8oreign' se1it~ment areas, and if lie 

assumed tliat:, Chinase 1iellJi'ge%!ent:B, slioulld wilJlJi'ngly: receiv.e Brit-ism 

md.sstonartes,.. me:ccliants,. and: officialls' llecau-ee of' Bri11ain "e "neutZ'all.' 

status" them liB' eoul'd seriou-elly' argua ttiat tlie' faire st poIDic;yr 11.owarde 

Oli1i.nese combat.tants was 'tier i'nsist· tIliat liO'tiii1 Imperialist:, and ~genit, 

officialis observe Bri'tish d'emands~ It appears, as a resullt of" suclh 

llo-gl.o-" t'}ia1t tlie reepon-ei 1D.lJi ty of' :8%-i t:i sh Oliina.-coaS'lt offioials for 

the' o't)servance of' tneutrali ty'" was' t:ran-egerred t'C» the belllJigerents iw 

the t'reat;r ports en' to t-he r.Lraiping-e whenever a Bri1iish miS13iolV arriv.ed 

British foreignl settlJements wera situated. between tvD co~ending 

parties for the Oliinese throne~:rt appears,..conseQuen1tJ:;y;r, 1ilia1t botfn 

Britisli: t:I!eaty.r priv.il:eges and British olaims olt v7iI'"Ii.1l0UB conduct:. 

could omJ;Y; be maintainedJ in- Gliina lly a preci'sa ordering- G>f Eil:'i.~isli1 

diplomaoy. Iro communications with eitlter the 'llaipinge or the 

IinperialJiBt's,British officàal1.s sougltt t'a maintai1ll Britishètreatyrprivi

]e~'s and a reputation1 f'or f'à.ir deal'in:gs;' 

Im a epeecfu alJready crl.ted:, Macaul!a;y; urged memllers of' Parll1a.memt, 

1;101 deci'd:e why,r :British ofiic3.a.l's were originalllly' sent: ~ elId.na. ':c 

'-
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ne d'escribe,d the. type of' eommuni aa.t ions' Bri tîsh of'ficia:ls had illll Cliina 

witfu the Manuhu Gbv.er.nmetw. and witfu membe.rs o~ the Foreigrv Ofiice im . 
Londan:.: lm AprlilJ. 1840" MaoaWlayr und!.ers1tood t11e wide' cUscretionaryr 

powers entruste.d: to the British P.-leni.potentiary and: expressed: comfideItCe 

t\Jiat" :British otticialJs inJ e.ti:d.na woulld not; abuse t'hese. discre.tionaryr , 

pOWEn's-.' Macau!IJay indicated:. that~ a B2rf.t:ish officialJ wlio:' liad lll.wd for 

a llong: t'me im Cliina and wlio wai C'.l)ose "!to' eventIB woulld lle able t:o !DOre 

ac-curate'ljtr Irnpad. tb an'; incident than;; officials im Londo~'(I3) 

'Dliirteen years- Iater, the British PlJenipot'en1iiaryo- was no1t, under 

Hbme Gbv.ernmental scrutinyr when of'ficialllJy vd.siting~ the Taiping: 

Iëingdom.: BOnliam"s communication' of 28j April,·I8:53,to the insurgemli·. 

C'lili.efs instructed 'Eaiping' of'ficialJs' that the British community om 

tlie coari engaged in peac:e:fU1: trade with Chine.se eivilians. Ire described 

. t'reat;y;-po,rt lJi:f!'e in the foreign commumLties and asaured the T'aipings 

13': MacauIayr,ep.cit:-. ,p..638,~.:639',p~642;' S'ee the f.oBowing: axtrac:t.s: 

III And the case whieh we' are consid:ering: has this peculiarity" that 
the envoy to whom' the Minister.s are.' sa id' to- ha~ ]ejNj,: taO' If~rge~ 
discretiom was fif'teem tihousna.à milles f'roml them.n 

Il:;j~;,~, but:. t'hat constamt and minute corrAiroll,- wliiehl the Foreiglll Secre'tia.ry.
ts bound to exercise over diplomatie: agents who are near, llecomes a 
usell.ess and pernd.cious med:dling: whem exercise~ over agent:s- whO', are 
separated: f'rO\Jl1 hm by7 a VtJ'Y'J-ge of' five mcmtilts." 

".;;~ •• tlie DUke of' \'lel]ingtonJ,growm ol'd in the eomluC!tt of great:-. af'fairs, 
knows liet1ter tlian any;iDody t:liat a mallJ of" very.' ordinaryr abi!'i tyr a"!t, <fumr.om 
iu' veryr l:Utely to be a better ~ge of' wliat ought t:o be done bD a%tl 
emergenuyr arising:- at C8.ntollJ tliam the greatest pO'li ticiam a1t, \i'estlJl1Ï.'D:St'er 
e&nl possilHly be.' HiLs' Grace, tlierefore, .~ilœ a wise man, as lie 1s, wrote 
onl;W one' lJett.er to; tlie SUperintemlen1t ••• :." 

JlOlinl :Bowrfng'''s' reaoti,:o%tl to> Alloock"s aggress:iiom :iim Aprill 1854 in_ 
Shangliai was I?trikinglly similar to-' the. preceding' passage. 5:ee P,.60·,P. 6:r 
oft the tliesis.: 

,-
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that': im 1842,. his gov:ernment ol>tained priV1illeges :ror its' crl.~lians b;W 

a legal transaction with Imperial i s1t, officialls. Bonliam1 was oibW!ouslJy'r 

worried: ~ reports that Tàiping: armies miglit ad'Vance upon': the coa.s1t. i 

He expllained to tHe '1I.9.iping: chief"tains: 

"'Our nation, the, British, have had commercial dealings' witlt. the Clhi..nese 
a1t the port':"· of eB.nton· for upwards of 200 y,ears, and' abou:t 1:.em years 
back a 'l'rea1iy; of Peaoe and' a set of commercial rvguiJa.tions· were agreed: 
om wlierebyr British mero!iamts' a.nd! otlier British sulliWcts are entitlled! 
tO' ereot houses and dweilll. witlh thetr :fr8.milliies a:tt the five poris af' 
Gantom,. Amoyr,. FOoaftow, IDingpo:,. am Shanghai and! om due paymemt', of 
tartif" didfies to aarry on an unrestricted acmmerce withou1t lleit or 
hdndranc:e. il 

Il' At eacm of' t'he five paris" British aonsular officiaIs! are stationed, 
specif1caJl]}y cliarged with, authori'ty 0'Vler Britislh subj~Cltts" and l liav..e 
the honour' to: rece.iv..e inst'ructions frODl1 my Sov:ereigrr, wHere~ l &ml 

staticmed' at Hbng: Kong,~ w1tlü tb general!, Ciromtiroll of' British subj~c1ts· 
and a:f'!airs' at the fiv.e ports,. and it· fallll.s withim rrr:r prov:i'nee tœ 
arrange' allll int:erhationall. questions tliat arise' betweem the two s1ia1tes.1I 

ttr;!~~~but" our nation, has a. large establishment at Shangtiae o.tf dwell:iing 
houses,. pllaces :for public: worsliip,. a~; warehouses" whil:e tRe' pori 1s 
frequented byr numbers ofr our vessells .. 1 y!ou, om tli,a other hand, liave DOW 

reached' Nanking-" at DO' great d:istance :f!rom: Sha.ngliae-,aml we Real" ii.t: 
reportted: tliat it is the int'ention o'f y,our forces t'a proceed to 
S'oocliow,. SUng Kearrg,. and' the neiglfllouringr pl'aces~tt 

ttU'mier these circumstamreB' iit beoomes desirablle to know 'bYJ vha1i: spiri.t·. 
YOW will] be aotuated in your mea-sures liav~ relations to the Rri tisll, 
in t;lie event of' y:our proceeding' to Shangliae.lt> (lr4} 

\'lithout prior t'reatY!" Cirommitment:B' or offiC'ial relations wiilh the. 

Britisli). the 'N3.iping: cftieftains at lfanking: presumed tliat Britislh 

Christiane' in tlie treaty,r ports and their off'icd.al' representativ.e.s" 

SiLr George :SOnhaml and: 'll'.T~ .. Meadows" should' be subserv.ient' to the lJ!aipfng: 

I4:.' B.P.P. I853,.LXJrX,op.cit.,EnC'l:osure N'o .. 3 in N'o. 6:'.,. Bonham'''s 
despatcli'.. of' 28 April1,.I853, to t'he limsurgent Clili..e.f's" in l3bnha.m:"s 
despatcfu olf li Ma;yr"JI853" to ClarendoIJJ,.p.30,p.3I. i 

"-
1 



,q-'." 
:/ ,,->, 

-285-

B'onham ciisagreed witli t'hese pretensionB whiofu were part of' a 

T"aiping: offiai.all eommum.oation entitl!ed :lUie lTell'Ol"l SîlJk Doeumen1t .. 

W~it'ftout t'reaty oommitments or prior officialL re]ationB wi1tlll tlie 

'D8.i'pings, Bonham' d.:emanded 1the~ respee.'ti:. Britism treat:Yf-Port:. priVlilleges 

and :ilmmunities; If' theYt'" re.jeot.ed: '\fuis demand,. t'lie 'Daipings woul'd faee 

the British na~~ 

"rr lia'VJe reo.eiv.e.d your eommun:d.oatiom part of whiofu l am, urm.ble to) 
und'erstand and especia]lly t'hat portiom ,~liioh ... ilnplies 'tiha.t~ tlie EngJjisfu 
are:· suDordinate to your Sbv.ere~; Owing: t'o its eomtent:s,., l aml now 
eompelllled' to remind you that myr nation, b;yr 'llreat~ en1iered int'o 1lu' the. 
Cliinese. GOv:ernmunt,. lias o1itairœœ tlie rigiiit o:e' 1l:ra.ding- at: tl1e. :rive ports 
'of G8.ntony, Eboeti.ow,AmoY;Dlingpœ,. and Shangbae'" and. 'tliat if' yom or a.nyr 
otlier people presume tO' inJjUre i.nJ any manner the persons or property,r 
of British' B'1ibjeotB',. immediate steps wi]1' '6e t'aken t'a; resenv. tlie 
iIlljUr;r. im the same manner as similar ilrduries were resented 1tem 
;y;ears aga,_ re sWII.t'ing' illl the oapture oi"' Cliinkeang, N"ankingo,_ and the 
nsigliilouring- cdties and im the 'l!reaty of' Peacœ, the conditions o-r 
wli:i.cfu you wi:l:l' liave learnt-. from, tlie copy senit y.ou' t:lie à.a.Yt'" before' 
;y;e s1terda.;yr;'" (][5) 

Frotro We outse"lt, then', Bri-tiism representatives endeavoured to 

suggest a positiom froml whio-h': tlie;y;r coul!d: manoeuvre bel!l'igerenii:, 

re]a~ons so: the.t:. British magna.Iili.m'1:t,;r.r and the British reputatiom for 

fà.jjr d'ealings could' be oDserv:ed. Bbnlia.ml and !lleadows establislied a 

precedent': for a series' of: offieia.l:. British eneoun-ters withl the. Taipings. 

mtey maintained: that the Taipings hd ta a]]ow Britislh offic·;LaJl.s to 

eommunice:t'e wit'lil them l wliene.ver British offieia.ls' arrived at N"anking-. 

lm a.crl7uality", such! communioation entai:]ed the 10ss 0:1!' the 'Daipings' 

rig~:aB' belJligerents· to non-iDterferenee fro~ foreigners or foreigm 

of'f'ieial: deputations;i It-: seemB' thé Taipings' 10Bt'" 'tibia rigli1t: because of' 

15'. B''p·.P. 185 3', ~, op ;'c"1 t ~, EDC']OBureeN":o. ",-im N'.o~ b\y J30nlia.II11"S 
-. oommentary connerning" the llel!low Sil'k DOcument, im BOnliam""s despatofu 

of' n May,r,I853, 1;'0 Clarendon:.' 



-286-

a eituatllon' they were un.a.ble to oontroll - the de1'eat im tlie Fire1t 

Opium W.a.l! of' tlie. :mnperi.aliete~1 LaetJjy,r~ tlie 'Dà.ipings were t'orced to 

meet the requeet:e of' Brlitieh repreeentativ:es who woul'd otlierwfea 

c-larifyr uneatiefaotor;y?' rellations 1ly: naval!. and m1il!ital'T' reprisalL.' 

'Ill:ie f'olly of" Bri tieh poMoy oon:c:erning' the Tà.ipings' remaine tHa1t 

'Dà.iping- chie:ftainB and milJitary leadi!rs were nev.er '&oum' Dy' "tireatyr or 

preoedent toaœcept British alaime'and preten~ions or official!. Britisfu 

riesions~' 'miey did1 sO', one' coUDa: a~: lleaet implJy from~ Bontiam's rissiotIJ, 
1 

on tli:eir own- aaooun1t ancil perliaps out of" a sense of" ouriosityr ooncerniug: 

foreigners~: 

Bèmiia.nn and Meadows imL t iated severall guidelines, wliieh Bri ti sh'! 

o1'fiaia:ns observed in :Dater diiplomaoy with insurgent oommunities'~' lm 

Apriill. 1853" both men refused to tolJerate' any manner of' insubordinatiom 

whioit<. they de.tecteà:, i.m 'Dà.iping' v.erbaill. and writtem commumi.oation~~C 

Meadows related! his respon~e,as BOnham"e eJiU.nese imterpret,er, and tHat:: 

of.' Lie~nan:tt Spratioft to command's 01' 'Dà.iping: eolJdieryr and of" the 

East,erm and lf:orthern Prfnca' at:: a house in a northern1 sullurlD 0'1' NBnking: 

" 'DWo' persone oiothed in yell'ow silk gowns and hoods' them appeared 
at tti.e thre sho:Dd:, and' the solldiere about:: cal!lJed on'J me to yield. 'lIliis' l 
re.fused -te d~ but, advaJm:ec! and, u.noovering; tolld tliB two pereOn:B: that 
1 had bee~ sent by her Majesty"e ~enipotentiary to make inquirllee 
and! arrangements respecting a meetin'g' between hiIll1 and' the chief" 
authorities at NBnking~I ••• whilJe the swmnons to kneell. vas being' 
BOntimled and: r.!r. Spratt:: was oe,lllled on Dy words and geetures t'a' lJa.yr 
asid'e his &Word, l!: ai'ter recommending' t'hat gentleman to disrega.rd tli:e 
requisitiom,deemed it advisablJe to foll,,~ the C1i:d.e1's wi1iiiout· awaiting 
inv.i tat io~ fi ( ]'6 ): 
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Meadows and: Bonham1 remained qui te confinent tha.t t'heir mi:ssiom 

l'laS a- selDess one, explaining British impartiality,r in the cl.vil!, eorrte:st. 

BblltiaJn1 emphasized this in his' despatchl of 6) May"I853" to Gl!arendom 

", BU.t :r mu.t:rt;;, add tliat t:01 e~ry persom cd respeotabil1ity and otH:erwise, 
who daily crowded' the deaks of the Irerme s, 1 dau-sed to be comœy,ed a 
full exp~anati~ of'the motives which'had prompted the visit of a 
st'ea.mer 11:0 N"anking: and am assurance t'bat our part was al!togetlier a 
neutral one.'" (F7!)' 

'Dhrough IvIeadows, Bonha.m~ did' send the 'lIa.ipings a· copy,r of' the' 'lIrea'tia'T 

toi' Na.nking •. t'o~ prov.e, that he" the liighest Bri tisli! ci'VilJia.ni aulthori tyr 

:in China" liad ta' 'Be aocord:ed certain1 pri'v.>ileges oi' rank and protocolJ. 

which Meadmls" as mte:rprete:r,. did: not: req'ilfrEf iw Ms int'erv.diew am 

28; Aprill"I853,. \olitlh the 'Da.:iipings .. sOma c:onfiisio!ll remaina as to who, 

o:riginalJJlyr thought of' send:ing' 1fu.e" 'laipings a cOP:iT of' the Brttislil 

treaty.;-,.Honham1 or MeadowsT Bèrtlil t'heir respecti~ writings C']2earlly!" 

stated: tliey d'emand'ed the' '1raipings: observ.e Britlis111 'neuiiraJlity,rl 'BNr 

gramting- t1i:eir mission: the same priw.ll,eges and marks' of' respec1t as 

lo:ca.ll Imperial!, official!s liad' been do':i.ng- sinee 1842~' 

BOniiam reported the return om 28; Apr:i.ilJ.,.I8B3,. 01f' arr· obJj~~ona.bl!e 

lle.tt.er to the Tàipings: 

"1 'DOwards tihe evening: two ClilLe:f's made their appearance and after 
some c.onv:ersatiom produeed the acoompanying: paper whien,- owing: t.o 
t'lie improper mode in which i t W8S c:ouclied, was returned to tlieml 
with, a strong- expressiom o.f: dissatis:factiODl at the. wry a.~ctiona.bl!e 
manner.' :iin wlili.chl tliat document was wri tvem. It ".8 :rliLrtli.Br s11at.ed 170 
theJll1 in' p]aim terms that productions of' this nature coulld not for an 
fnBtlant·, be tollerated '1i;y7 the British au'tihorities',- and 1 now wieRea:. i1t 
ta, 'Be oonveyecl t'o t'Iie otiief's that t'lte Bri1iish, Gbvernmetm' liad a treaty,' 

F71~; R .. Rtlf. ~5 ~ ,],IDœ, op ~ eit ., BonliBlD1"s d:e spa. tch tie œ(iKaTl~;r8D13, 11:0', 
G::Jlarend:om, P. '2 le' 
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"71th the present d;yna.st;w" and thaj.' in order to enable. them 11:0 llearm 
the oondi"ti-on-s ClJf' that treatJy,r and "bhe true position of tlie Engllislb. 
nation" l sent'· to' the GhiefS a Chinese versiom ooff t1i:a:tt t'reaty·."'{I8;) 

Meadows desoribed! this' iino:iident" with emphasis upon his individua.Jl 

imLtiative iin tlii.s ma.na.e.11V!re. Mead:ows re1i:ained nev.erthel'ess 1tli-e. same. 

afr of' inno'oenee oon:cern;i.ng' 1this British missiom and ooncernïng: 

demands wliioh he assumed! 'l!a.iping: o"fficialls slioul'd o'be;w~ (19:) 

Bhnlia.m: ami Meadows also" d'eoicfed!. Olt' 28:, Aprf]."ISB3,. that t-lie;W did' 

not; liav.e to' negotia~e wi1ili.lt1ie Tà.ipings' tlo obt:aim from1 thenr. 1flte 

:pri.~]eges dUe a British ... PIenipot:enli'iar;w, wlillofu liad beelll ob'tiainad illJ 

:E842 fl'0JIll the Iinperialiris;! ,]11e Tà,ipfngs dia: not seriousllyr cful.llenge 

this cia~, fo~ Be~ra1l. ~ars and arranged a proper inte~ew betweem 

S.Ii.r Œeor~ BOntiaInlancl} the Eastern and N'ortiiiel'lll Primres'. Om 29' Apr:iù!,., 

I853" Meadows previous-lJy' rejj3.o'ti:ed 8.n1 emrouraging" 'llà.iping: eni1reat;yr t:a 

l8'';; B.P'..P'. la53,~~p~'C±1t., No. 6,.J3onham"s despatofu of.' n Ma.;W,.I8B3,~, 
ta G:Iaremlom,p.24.i For' the' phraseology,r o.f' tlie dOCNlllent a.nd 'Daiping: 
~s&'U!Ilpti'ons of.' British pol!itioal subserv,ience,., se'e l-ieadows,'l!he e:lilinese 
~1 ••• ,p.2@.' 

19''; Meadows,. ~, Chine'Se;' ••.• ,.p~26.2~: Speaking- of' tlie '.Daiping: assumptiom 
of' uniiversalL PO''J]i t'ical supremaoyr" Meadows expllained': 

Il' lt was ma~es1t~~~.that we ooula: not 'lioo' SOQD1 liegilll to' disabu-se tlietnJ 
o,f i 1t~: l ac:roordinglly returned the me seage to t'lie senders,. comrey:Lllg: illJ 
tlie pl'ainest:: poss:l;.Ue terms our owm V'fews of' f'ull nationa,ll equa.li.~ witli, 
any and e'VX3ry;' sta'ti:e. :E ma;y:r liere mentiotll tHa:tt. Jr was not:,. in) any.r of' 1?'lie 
aomrersationEf' l 11ad wi tlb. the T'à.ipings-,cramped b;y:r mere in1terpreting.: 
S'ir George BOnham d'id not of' course in'tend seeing: any' officia1.s of' 
seoondary' or ]J.esser rank and' did not:, it'- so liappeued, Bee anyr of tlie 
liliglter mem lfetme though II wa.s iili:e expounder of' liis 'Vifews as 11-0' 
neutralli:t;Y7;; ••• , 1 was free t.o: select m;w OWlll ~guments' and pli1raseo]ogr, 
UlIIf'ettered. by,r pure]y Engiish ideas and idioms'': On:! t'lie presen:rl;' ocroasiOlll, 
:Lm order to" make tliose two ofi'icers o1!early,r aware of our independerrlt, 
posi"ti±oUJ hitlisrtto at.: Irong: Kong: and the P,iœ Ports,- l go1t, out DJU7 QOp;y:
in] GliiLnese and Engllislb. of' our 'tireaties witfu the Manclioo Gbv.ernmenit,. and 
at the request of' i;ihe Plleniipotentiaryz-,i..'t' W8.S e'V!emtuallJy semlt Dm' tlieir 
liamls to tlieir superiM's' im his name.'" 

>-
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to confer. in Nanking'with anyone f~o~ tlie: rrermea: 

n'I rep]i!ed t-ha.t such, an arrangement.: miglbl;-, do) wall], for m;y;sellf' and otJiers, 
but tliat S'ir G'eorge' B'onham was an: officer of' high rank in; Her 
BritiianiC} Majesty,'s- ser'l71fc:e- and cou]d cert'ainly net proceedl to any 
meeting: unIDeaa ft ~ere previously settlJed wh-ere, DY" whonr,. and' haw lie 
was t01 De recrei~d.l' (20') 

l]à.iping- C'liief't'ai'mt apparently agreed t'o', "tihis' stipulla1t,i~ Btmilam 

described! hia aomrersatiom of 29' AprilJ.,I853,wi'tlil a '.I!8.iping: cfutef1iaim, 

Lae, the Keem-'ti:eem (or second minister):"in 11his wa~ 

l'BTerLaeJat onne apo11.àgized f'or 1l:lie 1tons of' 1llie mandate of' t1ie preceding: 
da;yr saying.' it li.ad: been draWll1 up by persons' ignorant of' the faC!rlt. tiia:ti.: 
''W,ae-1ie.~e.''',.f'oreigDJ ~e1tH.ren,. oo1Üld no:t De addressed im 1ffie same 
styll.e' as nativ:e. 1lre1fiireu.!" 

,,~l .. .;.:a;r.t;er' "tiliiis was settled that Lae·,,Or a lasser ofiicer' Leang-,who, 
aacompanDied liim". slioulJd: lJe' jjm at11endam:e at':. t'lie l1andiing: pllaee om t:ae 
:m,llJowing: dayrr.&1t. Dr A..M .. ,. witlh a sufficrl.emtt. munber of'" cliairs t.o 
COIl1T.eyr rrer. Maje.sty:"s Pllenipoten:tiar,w,Ji'fs sume,. ami, s~me na'll8lL ofiic.ers 
to' t'he res±d'enc:es o:tr the N'ortlierm aml Easterm P'rinces.'" (21) 

BbnJ:iaJD c:omsidered he eould' refuse to mrgot.iate im persoDl ones 

tne Tà.ipings aceepted British ctlaims- t'o' 'treat;yr pri'V'i]eges and immuniti:es 

ami' apparently were convd.nc:ed of the ri:gliiteous int'ention1 of' Ms 

IIl1i:ssion. Bonliam' passed: up an opportuni'"tiiY' for unpreoedented perscma.lJ 

commumieat'ion') with" Thiping: PQl]iticalL lJeaders wit:li, an excuse of' 

inD'llememt weatH:er~! He setltl: Headows as his rep]acrement wi1ili1 a wri1t.ttem 

eommunicatiom and! ezplla:i.in:ed frankl!y to elarendont 

"'NeX't:: mornirrg: tli:e weather being; exaeeding]Jy boisteroU'B"I senit am 
excuse' 'tin; tH:e Primœs. Jt liad in the meantime thought-, o~r t'lIe ma1t.lJ:er 
a.nd :IL was appreJiensiv.e l1es1t some diifficulties inl tlie way oC ce~emonialL 

- nniiglit in"ti:erf'ere- withl the good :feeling: then: apparenJt:uy existing-."I (22) 

, 20:.', Mea.dows" Tlie Chinese~:.~.,:p.260.! 

2:r~i B'.P..P-. 1853"LXJX" ap.cit'.:,EncrJJasure. Nb~ I"in·lf.o. 6, Gomrersatiom 
Hitlil Lae :fnJ BOnlia./n'l"s de-spa.t:cRl of' n Ma.;yr,.I8B3" tOI G.1a.rendol1J,pp.,2~8'.' 

22.' B;.P~. 1853~p~c:i.t.', N'o~ 6,.BOnham~"s d:espatoh1 oS' Œ'l!<.,Ma3"i;1fIV3, 
tOl <m'a.reDdom,~.24. 

,-
1 



-290-

Sl1or1t.J1y after Bonlia.m and Meadol'E1's missiom to' Na.nld.ng-,. Rutiterford 

Allcock,: British aonsull. in Shanghai,· J:ia.d difi'icuil!t3'T appJJying: :Bonliam~ 

and rrfea.dows"s int:erpreiiatiom oIf.' Brit'islil ·DSutrali~;; Im lif;o~IlJiller 

1853" A]cock de:ba:tied! wlie1ther it would 1J:e acroep'tiable for litm: to tlirea:t:em 

or' to> use' ~orce against· the' linperial1i.st'aor :iinsurgenrt soJJd:iier;w,. l'llio' 

We%'e' menacing: the fore:ignJ sattl'ememt~~ 

AJlco'ck was more- aware. 'titiam manyr Eri tish officda.]s OIr' the China-

coast; that he could' oot coJPl)ili Britislb ciVlili'ans' under liis jjlrisdictiom 

8016" SHanghaii. t'o' lIe neutrall.~' lrm lfov.ember I853,. af'ter a British t'oree 

r&rnov.ed: an Imperialist invasion force of' severa]. liundred mem froml 

tlie foreign settlememt., A:n.cook tndicat:ed: t'liat he woullld no1t. ad.mimister 

a neutral. pO'li~. Ire recognized! that.: ihangli8.i was tlireaten:ed unilless 

Britisfu œ:V1iliarrs wlunt&rilyr agreed to ~:i.im tHe foreigDJ se1l:tllememt..' 

He alJso~ underst'Œod. tJ:iat a s1iri~ observation1 of' Britisfu neutralJityr 

at Sliangliai woulld' Have meantr. aompelling: his civ:iliarrs to not entier 

Cliliinese camps;' In! a communi:qut of I7r NnVJember.,I853,. to tlie British1 

communi!ty' ai' ShangHaii." Alcrock warned of' the danger caused bgr comtrinned 

British aivœliaro inter~ere~ in Chinese campaigns: 

It~li:e. polJi~ t'hus asserted,wHere' BO' muclb llotlb im trad:e and rev.enue lis' 
8016': sta.ke must t'1ieref'ore lie: considered ~ Rer Maj13str's Gbv.:ernmenit MOst:. 

oons:l!sten'b: witli;>. treaty' oltligations', and: the righ16's seoured byr treaties 
may;" become nuil.ll and vo'id.' wltere GOv.ernment B manifest:. ei t1ier t':o"tial 
inabil1ityr to oompel th;s :fulJfilment~ byr al!]. who OWÙl a]]egiamre and! 
crJ!aiml tlleir protection." 

lm, this d'espatcb:, Al'cock ind±rectly sympatihized wit'li, th-e a.nger of' 

W'w. <llii.em-cful.Dg" and Ghii-er-liang-a towards the British, commumi.'ti;y;r. Briitislb 

meroJ:iant"s and: other in1rere st'ed partie s were indulJ.!ging: im illlio.i 1;': t'rade 
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"ThM'e ar.e nev.ertfielJ.ess British su1l{j~ot:s at this' port,.it is alleg-ed 
~ tlie Olbinese authorities' and apparentllyr witlb 1mo muefu reasom,.(23): 
who do no1t hesitate to' enter into transa.o..1;iGns',. contra.r,v allike t:o.: the 
p'Uimiœ engagement s' entered imlio.l llyr their Gb~rnment a.nd su.lNiersi~e o,;r 
:tit:s p0'll~~ - a1.'though olaiming: pro1rectiom and' l'oud im tlieir. demands 
fror the Btriott. fUlJ:fiiImen:t:: of' all. treat;yï engagements entered int.o: ~ 1 

Clii.na. .. " 

Al-aock c.omplainedi of lilts- inabilit;yr tC)"· restrain these illiTli1t. 

activities' and sugges17.ed: "tihat he miglit withdraw of"fiois.l proiieomion1 from 

sueih meroha.ntB. ne appealJ.ed' to honest memüers af tlie Britisfu mer,aa.ntiJJe 

and missionary communiltNT to in1rercedie :lror li1iml wi th "ti:hose a::L'V7il'ian:s' 

engaged in, que-stiona ble v.enturest 

Il':If' i1;" be ctou1t.tf'ui whether am affecti~ remed;w ma;y: at alll times ba 
f"ouml! in:! l,egal. measures whicfu in'VJOa..ws tlie initeres1t and personall 
seouri t'y. of- the: wliolJ.e foreigm aommumLt;w do Shanglla&, 'tbre oa.ltl '&e tli:e 
lle:ss question lie: oonceiv.es of' tlie morall c.tiaracte.-r of' these ao.rtts"OI' of 
tlie' o:fiieia.l. repl'otiatioUJ they mer.it; ând', a1.ltli:ougfu suC'ltt par1ij;es ma;w 
de-em tliemee-l'Vie:s entitlecl to l'iek theiir own properll;yr,. 8011: whata'V!er periJL 
to' otliera"or 1ffia.t oir tlieir constit:uent.-s who suppl'y 1iliese paI'tieullar 
c:onsigmnents,. a. dd.iirf'e-rent opin:dtlm would prabablyr be lielld who, poeS9SS 
tli:e Li1lerty: of Action, liT.1th.ose' who intrus1t. in'v;eriment-s ofr a more 
lLe-giti'ma:tte ldind! to ·the same llandSt and were pulDllJici.tw, giv.em 'tio- names,. 
self'-fn1teres1t. migltt· be found' ~:tr.reetiWiJ' wli:ere otli:er means 01'" rest~raa.mt. 
and:. higller moti~s haci f8.iled." '(24) 

lm N'ovemiBer I853, 11hen~ A]]oock r~alJed to the Britisli.1oommlmlitdf 

iltl China ( and ta' 'tihose who read Ms eoillJDUllliqul in t'he '1Iïmes af LondO'lII 

of 12 and 13 JTa.nua.ryr, IB:54) t'lia.1t he was unable ito: -t;reat-. the Otinese 

-collllDUn±tyr of Shanghai fa1rly. Unl'awful. oommerce and rela'tiion-s ~ 

23.· A Kr. Reynol!d:s was ca.ptured smuggling' gaods t'o the Taipings and! 
\-las later released! a:f.tar am effective ci'Viilia.rfl demon:stra.tiotll of' BY.IDpathy 
Dyr European meroenaries im 1me J[mperfalist :fr.I1ee1t.~; See 'tilie mimes of' 
Londom,I2 January,-I854, Seeond Editiom,"Jrndia. and China"',p. T. 
Fo~ more informa.t~otll eonDern~British illici~- mercantile aoti~t~im 
_N:owm'tiar ]853 withl the iinsurgents-" see Fa.irbank,.op.ait .. ,p.43I:fr. 

24 •. 'llhe 'llimes,.I3 .re.nuar;y:·,.I854,-. Second Ed:itton,nCli1ina.":,p~8'.: 

'-
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British ci~lians'witli~ei~her be11igerent'neeessitated Britismarmed 

int'ervent'iom t'o' :grevent Iinperialis1t sol'diers from1 iIJ.V!8.din:g: the settle

memt;- In N'ov.emlier 1853, Allcock d'Ou'bted t'hat lilis application1 of' f'oree 

:iim ShangHai expressed tfte good f'aith of Her MajestYi"s Gb-wermnerrlt.. He 

~ssued t'his reprima~ to offending British eiv.ilians at SHanghai: 

"'Rb sucli1 persons,. wlioev.er tliey ma;?! lie,. Ifer Majj:lsty:'s COnsul. lias' o~ 
to" sayr if' ilhey' feel. them13e1 v.es at 11i berty to dispute the poillicy' of' the:iir 
Gbw1.'nment·,_ and,.im disreg§1'di of' its authority,to eommii1t acms eMl.cula:t1ed 
tOl render that pal'iCN:' imprao.ticabl!e and: t'a caU i.'t.13· go:od fai'ti:lil or 
abiJlit;w to contro'll t-hem1 inlto' questiom,. it: is cllear' t1ia,t·. as hr as t'liey 
.",.re eoncerned!,- tfteyr can' neitti;er c-laim, prcrtectiOlll nor indemmLt;y;r for aDi'9T 
JlClJlSS or prejud:ioe that ma.;y;r accrue- to- "tiiielll1 iim e:onsequemœ', wlIe:ti:lier im 
property or in· persom, $Dd bey,ond this lies the f'ttr1fuer' quest:iom of'. 
respon13ibility for al1 the ross anœ imjilr;yJ t'hat May accrue t',o~ ot1iers."'(25) 

:En' N'ovember 1853, A1cock ac:cepted: Bonliam~ and Meadows' 's contentmm 

Wat GMnese be11J!igerents should reSPeœtt. British treaty priV'iJleges 

a.nd: immunities'. OnilJy as a measure ca].cu]at.ed to protect tlie fOl'efgm 

settlement area eould Alao:ck jUstify using- tlie Vo-lunt'eer ebrps and 

British marines to keep out ofi"ending: bel11igeremt soldiery~' (26) Re-

indignantJly threatened British civ.d.Uans who were interf"ering: fnl 

belJ.lige1.'ent affairs' bu'ti:: efief not aotually prohillit'-, iüJ1ieit Britislb. 

Br~tislh communication with 1fue belJligerents im SHangHai;' 

25. 'mie: 'l1l.mes-,. I3 J'à.nua!'yï,. Jr854, Sec-ond: Editiom,.p.8: .. : 

265. lLDid:.l}\1ie1'f' especiia.DlJy tliB f'o11owingl 

"N'either ean tliere well De any d'oubtt. as regards this port- unil!.es-s tlie 
foreigm setltlement is' to be made a battlefield for insur~nrtts and 
Impertalis'ti:a' to the imminent danger of' 11i:r-e and propert;yr - that,: it:: 
mun: be lie1d free andi guardeci from1 intrusioIJ1 by ei ther side." 

" Fbrtunate1:Y' a strong squadronl gives the means of' enforcin:g: tliis 
measure of' seJl:r--defenne·, wh1i]e a al:ear rigli:lt to reeort to :lit:: res~ts 
from the decrlared! inabili ty of the Imperial CJbv:ermn ent' , to supP.l;y;r t'he 
requisi te prot,eaMoDJ and the evidence af'fordeef b;yr the lie1]jfgeremm 1tha'ti:: 
SUc-lil neutra.li t'yr of' groUDd! wi thin certaim cireumseri bed l!imi:.ts' i,à' the 
onlly means of guarding' against tlie perpetualJ. riektl of spo1:iation.'" 

'-
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Iiao-eall Bri t'ish offiO'ial!s .conseQuentll1y' decided 11~t iinsurgemij', and. 

Imper.ialJis1t. offic1all.s mus1t not; take ad"lalJ1l;'age of' civ.d:ll. confiio1t, t'a, 

in1tervene im areas under Bri't!ish jurisd:i~on1 or to avoiiè grant'ing~ 

treaty' pri'Vlil'eges to' the British commumity:r~' Jrm Alcock"s vdew, tlte 

Imperialis"c;,s would' continue to o-oserve a Bri't!ish right· to nom-

. int'erf'erenae on t'he coast'·, and' inl Bonllal1r and Meadows"s vdew" tlte 
1 

llIà,ipings sliould f'ul.fill treaty,r pri'v.d.l2eges gn.n'ted t'o the British bYT 

the OHinese Œbv.ernme~;~J 11his way,Britislilrepresenta.t'i~s' im CHina 

could glIBrant"-ee equall. treatment; of insurgen.t and Imperialis1t officiaIs. 

coUJhlained! no' Ïin-struct:iiGns liow Bri.'tisli1off'ïaialls could' continue their 

jjlrisdict:i!oll1 in foreign se1ttllemenlt ar.eas,suppor'b; civilian ent.-erprise 

in these areas'~ro;Çe.ct British- ci:"dlian-s from; the incursions of 

Chlinese' soldiers" and! stlilJl'. maintaiin 't!lteir Gbv;ernmenllt.'s i.in.t:entiom 

to' treat> the ahinese combattants fà.i'rl;W;lUJeock was ouo of the Viery]" f'ew 

British offioial~wbo fro~ 1853'to 1855,· admitted tha~He cou]d no~ 

achiev.e neutrality i.Ùl Shangha.i~ Re recogmized tliat; during" the period 

ott" e1-w.11 unres1t in China, he could on!Jyr achie'Vle tlie l!imited ob~c:r.tiv;e 

of eollltinuing' British) jurisdictiom in Sl1aDghai~l 

E'rOJlJl mid:...I853 to 1862, mari. British, off'ïoiall.s in Ohina,.'UDilJike 

All.eook,- did not publ!io!l.ly express doulWs that they ~uld adminis1ter a 

pOillioYr of' neutrali ty;;; 'l!reaty-.por1t privœl'eges and il1ltl1UDli. ties :f'or Br:ii1niisli1 

ofrioialJs were blandlJy demanded.' f':rOI\ll 'llà.iping: ciiJi.eftains. :Bri tlisht 

o.ffieiall.s recognized that they could' compell. the' ImpetialiBts, the 

'Dâipings-,- and otlier combatt'ant:s t'o' observ.e Britislil ·neutra.li~ b;w 

"--
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threat's· t.o' enforae' Cliinese compl:i:anee bY'r British mi~ital"Y' and naval!. 

fo:roe;' .Am ar1;lj,om.e in' Oot'o'I:iBr l!855 in tlie Ediniourgh ReVliew a.nd Jrolin:l 

S'oartfufls 'llWel..ive 'Yi.ears in C,hina we-re. examp]es of Bl'insh· publlio: ao:eoUDJt·s 

whicnl C'lea.rlY' dsscribed suofu a tendeno~ in Brit:ish <nili.na. po:]io:w. 

Gx-ed'ibil;itY' ill1 the justioe of' suoh Bx-itish ofTioialL aC!rliVlities was 

supported:. by' an' expIanatiom tliat British1 treaty st:ipulatf.ons,oilt'ained!. 

fl'om1 the: J!inperialists, ga.ve British offio:Lalls in ehina. :ilncreased 

opportumities t:o bypass r:Dà.iping: lJe!lŒigerent right:s. 

In N'o~mber and Deoamber 1858~, 11his was cer17ainlYi the- approa.ofu 

t'aken1 bY" the EarlJ of ElJgim to justifY'T his missiom to inland Glilina.. 

El!gim believed tJ.ia.t the Bl'i tisli1 TreatY' of '1Il.entsi'n1,o:bta.ined im 1858s 

from "\;!he Chinese Imperia.l OOmmissioners, parmit'ti:ed liim' t'o orgamize 

am expeditiom and travel int:o the in:terior: Ire lioped to exp]ore 

possiolJe sites for three eomsul'ar est'ablisliments.:a.nd falt.: tliat: his '\~ 

'WJy-a.ge would impress upom tHe natives the prcnress of his expeditiom 

and: acroust'om tliem t'o British forces in~ t'he imtierior. 

On 5 .ranua.ry:,I859, Ellgin. m'ote to the Ear] of' MaJJmes1nl.r;yr to· 

explaimliis m~ssiorr. He' ~irst indieated tbat Taipin~lJel1igere~ rig~s 

m:iigltJ; ia;V:Œ~fD:t'er:re:rea: wi th hi s' plans' f'o.r' the mi ssioDll 

"'l!he 'Drea'tyr right: t'o navigate' the 'FaDg"tze' and' to' resort to poris UpOl1l 
tliat-: ri've:r for purposes of' trad'e was all!l(JJ made contingent: onl the 
re--est'ablishment o"f' Imperial! authori tY'T in the ports in-, questiolll; De oa'lllSe , 
as Wet have se en filt, to' affect neutrali ty 1ietweem tIlre Empero:r o:fr cmina. 
and' tlie rebe]]s,we aould not·" of' course,. without absurdity,- requir.e lilI.m 
ta' gi~ us rightlt and protection' in pllaces aotua.1:1Y' açcupied lJNT a 
Power wMch we treat with the same respect: as his owne"r 

But:: the same d'aspa.toh indica.tes that ElgiDl prooeec!ed to ignore the 

oonditional nature of tlie treatY' stipulJatiom concerning' the rigll1l1: tOI 

>-
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Bri ti sh travell and "lihe establishmen.-t 01f o.onBWl!ar missions~ Ke igtrored 

liis orxginal suggestion of' Taiping: politioal! sovereignJt;y;-.. lIe indioat'ed 

iiliat'· having: ob:tiained' tllie "tireatYi priv-ilJege from' the Imperfalis1te, lie 

pa'Ssessed: a full complement: of" mil1i t:a.ry,' and: naval. foroes to' emforoe 

Clui"nese owervance C1if' We' "tireaty:r pr1V1i]e~~ ElJgim was sinoerelly 

. eomr.inced 17hat· he 'Woul'd d'o no' ha.1'ID' 170" (ffiinese oomba-ttanits- m ::tiniIland ! 

lniina.: 

"WIev.'er11iielless it, 1s impor11an:ti:· 1tbat it sliould' De knowm t'a 1rhe C1iJinese 
and! f'oreigners'Wiat the Empire lias eaneeded 1m princliplle vlie openi.ng: 
up of' the river; and :rr lia,,:e long: thougliltt. tliat if' Ji eoul'd eonrlirive t'o~ 
gO) up i!tt in persom, w:iith cOIDSen1t. of the Imperial Gb'œrnmenrtt.,. under the 
pllea of' selleriing: the pons whiofu woulld DB most sUlit'able for foreig:m 
t'rade,. it would be a V13ry7 effectuaI wayr CJf' tendering: ta} the publie the 
required assurance on' this' po-dinltt. ... " 

"'~~~~: it':, was t'herefore essentiall to t1te proper appreoiatiolll of our 
posm'icm1 as- regards GUI' new~ aoquire:d' ri __ a' iID that quar1ter tha1t 
we shoulJd o'li:taiim,at tlie earJJiest period,. some more' accu.:l7ate i.n'torma:ttiom 
tliaw we- possessed as to the si tuation1 a.nd prospe~:s of' We parties , • 
t'a 1ïhe oi;vlil Wa.lr ra.nging" Oltl tl1n ri~r.· a.nd- om itB ba.nks~ Nbt;hling: co~ 
be- more· vague, tlia.lIl t'he: rumours- prevalien:tt 0IlJ t'his suTrij:ee:tt inl tli:e:' parite 
OPenl 11.0-, fbre±gItl t'rade: on the ooast:.,. or more- colllt'radiotoryr O!t' comfUsillg 
tlialll tlie reporls l'lhichi reached t'hem) througlh C1i1inese ohanne:ts .. " 

If' And lla.stlw, if' for reasons aJJreaa.yr giv:em,. 1'1; was advd.sa.blle 1tlia1i, we 
sliould endeavour "tio oD:tiaim :f'Ur1mer lamwlledge of' 1tli:e pO'l!itioaJL s1;!a.t'.e 
of' the riv.er bef'ore proe.eediing- 11.0 diseuss witlll1liie: Chinese au"\ihorities 
the comlit'ians on-; whioh tlie ports UPOID i1t, were t'a De opened 1to; t'rade, 
i t: was hardlJyr less so; that :freslil inquiries' slioulâ: be previous-lyr 
instituted: inltiO' the facilities and' dif'f'ioul'ties izrcideni;' 1to i1ts 
naV:igati~i, {27i) 

:En pla.nning' his mission, Elgi11l t'ook a positiotll similar tOl 

Rutlierf'ord! AI;cock"s. On! 4 April,.1854,Alla:o:ck triedi t'o'; jP.stif'yr destrucil .... 

iOlll of 11\-10 Imperialist camps' llH" st'ating: he l1ad SUPPOI'V: for this 

21ê1 B.F'.P'. 1859,. XJf:l[[]], Rellating; ta the Earl!. of' ElgiIlltS Mission, ta 
Chiina and. Japam I8B7~I859;.No'. 228,EJlgi1t~s despatelilo'f' 5 J8.nuaryr,.I859, 

- t'CIl Mallme:s'bury;.r,pp,.440-44I. 

'-
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venture' frow a Bri~slilmilitar,y'otrio~r,. the British meroliamfr. 

commUDÙ:tiyr, and t"oreign aonsuills' im Shangliai.Ellgiinl souglttt justiifi:ca11ioU! 

for Ms mii:.ssiom t'o inland: Gliina bYT appealing: for support. to' BaroU! œ:ros 

of' France and: }!r~ Reed! of tlie tTmLtec1 States;' (28') 

A:croordfDg 110:, S'oarth., ElJgilli and Wade sacrificec1 t'he i1npart.âii.lli~ 

af' tlieir missioU! by refusing' to, inform Taiping' military foroes of" 

t1ieir arrivaJl.a' 

"In allll. the previous VJi.sits of" f'oreigners,. tha insurgents had distiDotly 
rs-tated: tha1t. if" a boa1t was senit iUJ 170 commumi.ca1l:e,.tliere would be no· 
danger of' colilisbinf.J lluti; not'wi thstandfng: tliis,.Lo:rd Elgim insi sted! Olli 
passiUg: wi thout sending:' illl 1;'0 explainl" tliouglil his ships came out of' 
tli:e Imperial neet:-· investlin~ the pla.ce, and even' whem oppoeitiolll 
was shown, stimL made no Bi::fi'emi>it 'tto'I prevent blloodsliad: but' was prepared 
tOI foras a passage and " M1tt c.onte~m~witfu tliat:, returned next.~ da;W 
tO) deBtroy- the rebell. defenues.'" (29:) 

Tli:e Earl of Elg:iiDJ's' priv.a-t:e secrErtiaryr,La.urenoe o.lJiphan1t, found. 

jUst'ificat'ion for Britisfu aggressive aotivity in' llate IS58; a1t. Nankil'llg' •. : 

Elgim oRose ta exercise tlte treaty stipulatiom of' f'Illl travell:ing' 

privi;l2eges at an- inopport'uiie moment. Apparentllyr,im the midst~ of a 

serious batt:J!e be1iweem the 'Faipings a.nd the Jrmperialists' investing' a 

'1làtping' fortification,. Ellgim gaw liitt'le thougl)jt. to t:lie fact.; 1llia1t 

'lll'J.iping: so1ld:iiers woulâ. fire upom any ships approaching: :troml t'lie midst.; 

of" the Imperialist f'llee1t. Ellginl allowed hiS ships to oross t'lie 'llaiping: 

range.' of' f'lre~'( 30.)· 

OlJipli:ant': emDb,asized: the wantom VJi.o:tenoe infl'ioted UpOJl1 t-Ji-e 

28:': B.P~'.jlt8S9j·~, op.œ1:-., NO.228,Ellgin,·s despatefu of 5 .ranll.a%7" 
1859, to Ma.lmes1lury,p.44][.' 

29;~ ['Soa.rt·hj,op~ oit.,p.2'T16~ 

- 30.,;' It 1e apparent tliat in) J!858', ElJgill' did not· proceed wi th the same 
cautious attitude cnaraoteristic~ of Bonham,lIe first encounter wi'ti:hl tli:e 
Tai'pings. See Chapter mwo',P. 55 of the thesis. 

,-
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t'lie British byr this manoeUVTe: ~ 

"B;y:r tfiis time we 'Were pa.ssing: througlil the fieet of lImperialis1l:: jimks, _ 
'Wlii.oli~ fonned the advan:c-ed: positiom of' the force them investing: N"a,nIdng-• 

. A~ ]a.st as tlie Lee seemed: beyonp;' tlie reaolh of the :f"U.rtliest for'tiress, 
tlie red f'llag was rum up on al!ll forts', and from 1tli:e. lowesit, a round shot 
was fired, whicfu whistled~over the Lee and: causecl lier ta rum up 
sma.rtlyr the fllag- of truee~ S01 far,however, from' this signalL prod~ 
t:lie d'esired effec1t, it had not floa:lted three minutes at ,the fore 
before severn shots were fired at it.' in rapid sucroessiom Lieu.itenant 
ibnes, true to: liis oreers, not returning: tlie fire unt:il he saw the 

"engage" signal f'lying: from" the mastliead of the Retri bu:tti.orr. ••• " 

Ac:oording- 'lm OlipHant and those im eommand Were W&S DO, questiom of" 

Taiping'bel]igerent riglit~ •. The Tàipings vdolated a Britisliltreat~ 

st'Xpul1atioltl and: anl interna.tiona~. symboll. of' nautrality,r and: the:refore 

deserved punisliment f'ar this d:isre:speo,1t.~ (31) 

C'onalusiom 

As sho\'Tn' in Appendix A,. certain, 'lttrentieth-oenturyr schol!ars llav.e 

pultllislied: oliservations ooncerning' the Ta.iping' Rebellio~' Many;' have 

aceept:ed at·, faoe value the existence from', 1853 until! Hbpe.s in,1terventiotll 

im F'ebruary I862 of' a British: pOlJicy,r of neutral2it'y:! in ClilÎ.na.~ Pra·fessor 

Gregory'Has defined tlie concept of British neutrality-and Bas ~ua.lified 

his definition to fit events in China during'the period examined. 

l!'rOIl11 I853 to 1862, t'lie Foreigm Ofiiee advised British. officia]s 

in' China to' maintain a polioy of neutrality. 'mlis decree hemever was 

ma.naged to tne adv.a.ntage of both the B:ri ti slh con'Sular communi 11y and 

3I~' Laurence Oliphant." N"arrati~ o~ the Earl of' El! "nns Mission ~o' 
Cliina. ami Jàpan in the "Cears 1'8ST., 1858't and I859· 2 VO'lLs. London,.I860), 
II,PP.3IO-3]I. Sae espeaia.]ly the following: 

" O'aptai'n Bà.rker in cotllBul tation lii th ca.ptain Osborn- them decided tha:lt. 
thG' impertinence O'f tlie rebels in offering'resistance to our progress 
up the riv.er,in the exeroise of our treaty right,and firingupon a 
ftilg' of _ truce ~ ought nott to gai unpumi. shed. lm this' Lord E]giIll fully 
conours.' ••• n 

'-

1 
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and British' ciV:ilians in Clili.na. -

T>hroughout t11e period I853 to' I862, a. dee-la.ra.tiom of neutra.lityr, 

iin-, effea.t!-,. permitiied British officiaIs a.nd British oivilia.ns in,Ohina . r 

to interf'ere im the civJiilL war to satisfy tlieir ouriosityr a.nd f'urther 

British1_11wnanita.riam,. meroantilJe." a.nd po·].iiti-cal int:eres1is a.nd re·ligiouB 

endeavours;' Allove a]].,. a dealara.t:ion of" neut'ralJi 1iyr alJlowed oertainl 

British offirialls to-' continue' Brit·islb. jireisdfotion inJ CRina. It:: beaama 
1 

the duty- of' 'D:otib the llinperialist:B and: the Tà.iping-, 'Driad, and Slnall 

S'word insurgents ta permft Bri'tish official andce:triiiiam ilr.:ti:erference 
1 

in tlie c:i'VilJ war and to acnept British offioial!_ nrdssions, who, crlaimed 

theyr were treating both sides ftdirlY-.! British comsuls im China. contiJmued 

t(J) cfefend their ci'V!.i.1Jia.ns and property froml a.buse andmnaœ lit1tlle or DO 

at'tiempt to reBtraim their own curiasity or the int.erferenoe of Britism 
. -

G·.i.i.v,il1a.ns' in t'he ciV'!1J ware 

As shown im Appendix A" JT.Si .. G-regor;w and JT.K& Fa.irba.nk f'o'CUsed 

UpOlll the C'liina-ceast': oommuml.ty;r and the. wide disoretionary powers giv.em 

to' British officiaIs Sin Ohina.' ~he;yT lia'VJe neglJeo1ied '\m" empliasize the. 

responsiDility'of the British Gbvernme~t for tlie polio~of.· its offioiaIs 

:lin Clili..na.~o apolog'ize for the Foreign Office "s faiJ.,ure to review 

dev.elopment1J· of China polioy, and itm, 'a.pologizB:. ~ tlie assumptiom il'll 

Londomand om the ehina ooast of the belief that British officiaIs 

could support.: British oivilian' enterprise, oomtinue Britishl j:i1risdiol1:iotll,. 

and still. trea.t the Chinese oombattants fa.irlY div:oert:s a.ttentionl from' 

who was respon:siD3:e :f:'or the lIeVi-aW'~;6f' the aoti'V'ities of British1 

oivilian13 in China.:t1ie British Gbv.ernment,. t119 Foreigœ Ofiioe,. and :i1t,s 
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representatives in~ China. 

Froml 1853 to' 1862, the Foreign Office, the Supreme P~nipotentiary, 

and; individu.a.l British aomru.ls in China. coul!d not: decide who exactly 

was responBi'OI.e for the maimt;enance of' Bonhamtrs declarat:±on! of.' nom-

int'erv.ention. Bontiam:, c!early' did not,· int'end to supervise Bl:'itisfu ciV'il'-

ians or British naval o~ficars' and passed the responsi'Oi]ityrom to 

indiv:idua.l British aonsuls. British consuls' were curious co:rreerning-

belligerent warfare and imthe case of Rutherford A]aoCk decided t.Ha~ 

onilJyr a majority: of British civ:ilia.ms in SHaugha.i oould supervd.se: ~ 

eiv.dlians who wandered into Chinese camps.~uch initiative for the 

f'Ormationlof British policy ooncerning' the bell'igerents was abandoned 

t,o Bri:tish ei'V'il'ians in China~l 

>-
L 
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1'; Offici.a.l!. Papers', 

1. Bl'it'i slil Ra.rJ.iia.ment'az;r Papers 

Wear Voù!ume' -
1853 LXIX 

I854 LXXII 

XXXlllL 

N:um'Ber 

1792 

257iI 

'lTit"lle 

Re]a.t'ing- '\to. tlie Civil. \~ar 
inCliina 

CO!I'respondence Respect'iing'ithe 
A1t.I1a.ck om t:ae Fbreig'll1 
Sett-lJemen.1\; a1t Sliang!ia.e 

Reliat1:trg: t:o: the Earll. olf" 
ElJgiil!:IJts MissiODl 110· Cltttna and 
J:ra.pati 18!;7r - 1859' 

2~ Haneard"s Parliamenta;ry Deba.bs· (Tliird: Series) 

VoiIJ:ume 16:1:,. Marcfu 12,_ 186I,. <roruumltl 1841 - CoiL'llmnl 1859 
Slpeecfu 01f C'oIDoneJ!. Sy.k.es 110) Farliamenit, and Repl!y.r of' 
Lord RusselllL - cont'aining mueiil iinformatiom rel!a.t.ling to: 
British cdvilian and official relations wiïtlit tlie 
~ipings 1860, - 1861" 

2.. Bri.~ish Hbme and China.-Coas1t, N"ewspapers 1850 - 1862 

1. 'l!li.e Times of· LondollJ _. Je.nua~ - Marcfu 1854 

Da1te -
Jranua:ry,T 2, 1854 

Jra.nuary 5,· 1854 

JTanuaryr 12" 1854 

JTa.nuaryr 13,- 1854 

Jl8.nuaryr 14,. 1854 

JTanuar;yr 20,. 1854 

Edition 

Fira1t Edi t.i.OlD 

~cond Edi tj.OllJ 

li"f.rs1t Edi tiClUJ 
Se coml Edi.itiOll1 

Seoond Edi 1l:1.om 



Da1te -
E"ebruar.1! 13, 1854 

Fe bruaryr 28'" 1854 
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Editilolll 

S'econà: Edi ti.01Il 

C'01J!ti:a.imi.ng: report:B· cono:erning: the ~aipings' and: aonaerning Brit-ism 
inrtteres1l:s' fm China frOIJl1 aorre'spondent s of' 'tihe T"",ures: im ca.nrtl:c!m:J" 
Rbng: Kong-" and Bbm1!a~" Aliso qomIia.imi.ng.: priw.te cmrre.spondeno:e f'rOIlI1 

Amoy: a.nd Ga.nt.om t-o the mmes'. Allso: cront'ainiing: edi"t.oriali eommenrtt. 
co:ncerning: Brit'isfu initeres't:s -iin; 1853 a.nd' 1854 irf GliD.na and. 
cOIlDSrniUg: tli:e appointmenit, of' Siir Jrohm Bbwring: as SUpreme 
Pll.emi.potent iary im China • 

. 2 ~ Erlracim froml :sri tislh China-C'.oasit Newspaper.s: 1853 - 1862 

Iforifu cllina HBra]d!." tliB' ctina Maill., t:lie' !fonl{ Kong: RegiS'ti:ar" 

tD:e- Friend: off <mina and numerous ext'ract's :t.rOllli Bri.'ti.sh' OliIi.na-coast 

papers c:i.ted' lm:lt, nœIt, id'entified lin British journalls, suclh as tlie 

B!t-it'±sh Quarti"erlt Revtew and' 1me Ed:f.ni)urgh ReViiew.' 

3;' :Brf.tisli1 and: Americam .r1Ourna.1:S' 1850', - 1862 

N'ame o~ author iDC'luded jjm brackets after arti.ole if knoWDl 

Atllamtf-œ Mon1tH:il.Wr 

ll"ebruaryr 188(5; AÏIl',AriIM'i'oe.m:SO:iI:di.er im china,.203-219.' 
{Augus1l.us Al; HB~) 

Bmackwcrod's EcHinliurglh Masa.z:iine 1850: - 1862 

A.., ft. 1853 

JTanuaryr I854J 

'lllis Insurrection in Cliina,,203-2I9.: 
(Frederick HBrdinam) 

'1llie Pari. and li.lu:tiure of' china,.54;"'74.' 
(R.In.; !al1:t:ersODl) 

~ lfationa.l1 LUe of Clli:lina,.593-608~~ 
(R.m. Pa1ttersom) 

EuglJand's Polli ticall. li'Ut.ure ,.502. 
(œ.c:. 5.Wayn6) 

'-
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Anrer:i!.eam ExplJora"t1ons,·702-718. 
( fl!.E. A~IOUl!1l). 

A Oi"wEse :iim Japanese Wa1iers" 6:a5...ô4Gi~' 
f Sli:erard! Osborne) 

liar and: Rrogress m Olili.ua,,525-542., 
( Siierard: Osborne l 

:Br::iitisfu Quartierl)!: Reviiew IaSO) - 1862 

Mayr 18'93 

N'lCJ1Imllllier 18~5 3 

AplllilL Ia55 

.'Jrumy I855' 

Apr:i!.ll 18571 

AprilJ.1860: 

AprtlL I86I 

ItiddlJe N:ge lJJra'VJell.],ers' in1 tfte Eas1t.,12&.154. 

'Dli.e Revolluti!01Jl :i!.n ChiDa,.309-354.' 

BG:ok Rev.iews 'l!lia Gl:td.ne'se Empire'F569-S1r2.' 

'lllte' Insur~mt Power' im Ofuina"IIO-I44.' 

llfook Revd..ewt A V'isi1t t'o' Imlia • .c:liliJm, ami Jra.C in the year 1853' ~ l3ayard lJ!ay;l!or,., 
25 5&i' 

Sdlr JToli1ll Bbwr~sItS'ia.m" ,420-455.' 

'l'li.e 01ti~se Questiom ami 1mB Nrew Par]iamenM'", 
510-52a..: 
'mie OllIi.'nese - t'htdr RebelJlions a.nd 
~v.Œlizati~ 4ô~74. 

Ohina a.nd Japam,466-48'5. 

Our COmmerce witn, C:l:iina,46~85.; 

CHambers"s' Edinilurgh:. Jburnall ]848 - li862 

5:ept\emoer 1850\ 

December 1851 

S'eptlemlJer 1853 

-D'ee:eml)er I8'53 

Visi.t.: t.O) a Chinase JiuDlk,.40-42. 

Cellest'iall Imi'elJligence,. 169-1712. 

Cliinese. illl Cali.'fornia. ,. 393-39.5. 

Cltina.:iiS[ll1 fm aU. C'o'\l.l'1tries'" 65-66.: 

The Rebelll'ioDl m Ohina,. 16i3-166).' 

!l-
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Marcih Iff54 

S'ep"t.em'tier ][8"54 

Ma.;w 1855', 

A ugu:ejt: II, 1855 

A.u.gmrtt 18" 1855 

SeptenrlJer I855 

A uga:mt 1856) 

Ma~ :E857f 

Jf.ON.emiier 1858', 

JlUne 1859: 

Apr:ilJ1, I860: 

Januar;w 1861 

J'une 1,1861 

Jl1m&' 8~1861 
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.l!ini tativ.e Powers oil" 1fue Cliinese'"Ifi6:.' 

'Dablla-turn1ng im C1iJi.na,~~~ 

GUriasii.ties' of' China ,,283-28~: 

Cliinaisul' aV. HOme" Dr2. 

A CHinese (!arà:en1 of" tlte ElJeventfu C'enJliwr;y., 
I40~I42.! 

~he Cliine:se Gbv.ermnenit,. HUmane and: 
1nJtumane:" 94-95.' 

FbundJ.'ing: HbspitaJ1s in Cltri.na,.~S.79~; 

LOW VaJJue of" Bif'e im C1tina,288'.: 
(Sïr JOlint Bowring:): 

GW-Bta]J. Ifal!a.ae ~'lfaDking-,"35o...;5~~? 

C'eleBt.ialJ, AgricuJ11iure" 39~OO~' 

More ee]estiia] IntieIruigence,23t-240. 

Gliinese COmmerce ,4-8';: 

rnwOl Day;-s a1t. Cantom,,35<>-352.' 

'lllie Chiness· at: Hbme,.362-364~: 

Ec1Je:œt~ Masazi'nB" 1850 - 1862 

JTa.nuar,w 1854 

Ifav:œD"ber 1855 

Ed~urgmReview 18~ - 1862 

April' 1851 

Aprill. I855 

I]he RevoJ.utiom im China,.9o-n4 •. 

'Dlie Insurgent Eower im China" 9!33-950.! 

S'ouvenirs a:'um Vcr:pJ.ge •••• ,402-428:. 
(JTolinl F .. Da.vis): 

Relations of' Englland Wi1ffi.l China,. 980-13]".' 
(~ Beaumonit,) 

lIilc"s 'Drav.ells in) China,. 415-442. 
(m. Rogers) 
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Po:t.itioaJl. D1.Bturba.n:ces in' Cliina,346 ... 377. 
(ri ~. Milne) _ 

Britisfu Relations l'7ith". China,,517-55J!.: 
(R'~ Allcoek) 

I.ord' E]~lt'.s MissiOUl 'tio" China. and JTapa~ 
96"'U$, cm. Reev.e) 

Elra.ser·s Magazine for 'l!bwm and GOunt.r:yr J!8"50) - 1862 

JTanuar;yr 1852 

lfo'llember li853 

Dec:ember I854 

Apr:iilL I855 

N'~r' m5ô) 

February'I85T 

4.- lItissionBryr ReoordS' 

'l!lie ]lreneti.1 Missionaries i.n1 Tartaryr and: 
'1llii bet-,3 3-44~' 

'l!lie Jrnsurreotiom im Ghina, 59&-606.:'; 

Sia,ml and. i t'S' Distlin:gui slred Frinee s, 695-70.0. 

Hi1c:-s China,. 409-42 le 

Cœmmmicat'ions wi1ilit1tti:e ]\à.r East:.,. 5'714-581:';' 

Reports· of' the British a~ Foreign HibJl.e Soo~tJz 

Fbri~lig}itih 1io- F1~iglbtifu Report: (1852 - 18'(2) 

;:>~aeriea of' Reportta from' Clii.na--.Alnnuall. C'orre.spond:ence froJIl1 
<furresponding- ~it1i:ees in Gliina 1852 - 1862.' 

5. Seoondar;yr :Books in the I9tlll e'entur;w 

Bru.a.kist'olll,. 'mioma.s vr; JlTi.u Mcmtfts· om 'tiH:e l"ang;!tsze: Wî1Hh a N'arrativ.e 
OF the Exploration of' i't.a '(!J'pper W'at.ers: al!!!. 
N'a-tioes- Of"11the. Fresent Rebel'lioUl inl G2i1Lna •. 
Londoi:b,.JTohm Murral7, J!fi62. . 

r.Dlie K±ngdoml and Peoplle. of.' Siaml wi-tilh a 
N'~at'ive' o~ tDBKisslioUltolt'lia~ ~oun~ 
:lin 1855:-.Londony,JJOhnJ lof.'.; Parker and So~ 2 Vo~s.,. 
I8577.' 

AutobiompliElcall. Reaollle<ltiona: witlh a 
Brief' Memoir- !;yr Lewim BowrN.l1.ondom,. KeJ:lI'yl 
Si.' K:I..rrg: a.nd CO. ,.I8~77 .. 

>-
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Merpoir af ReVI. "\rf:i1l1.ia.m fi!. BUrns~ Lo,mom" 
James N"i.s1le1t a.nd Oo~, I870. 

mtstor;yr of' the Insurreotiom inl 01td.na wi1tlh 
N'onoes of tlie Gliristiani1ty,O~eed,and 
E!:o:omamations o~ the linsurgent-s,. Londam, 
Smi-w:t,El2der a.nd 0'0'. ,,1853. \fitlh t:rans]atio~ 
and: supplement'ar,y· ahapter by J"l()linl Oxemfrord. 

China, a Genera]. De,soriptiom of' that.: Einpire' 
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