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Th) ~ine lI'orkers' Union 01 Canada was a trade union, .!~~tred 
in the coal fields of the Pl~ovince of Alberta, which eXi/t~d 

, 1 
1 

betwéell th.e years 1925 and 1936, and included a membership of 

between 2,000 and 4,900 min~ workers during that period. The 

formation of the union came about as a result of the break-up 

of District 18 of the United Mine Workers 01 Amel'icà Îl'l 1924-

1925. From the onset, Hs leadership was composed of dlff,ering 

elements, from conservative~ ~ho opposed the u. M. W. of A. fOl 

nationalistic l'easons, ta members 'of the Communist Party.' The 
... 

M.W.U.C. was one of the founding members of the AlI Canadian 

Congress of l~bottr in 1927, and its President, Frank Wheatley, 

was a Vice-President of the Congress,. unti1 his ouster from the 

miners' union in 1930. 

Early in that year the Communists, led by Harvey Murphy, 

began a drive ta have the M.W.U.C. di_~qffiliate from the A.C.'C.L., 

and join the new revolutionary trad~ union centra-l, the Workers' 

Unit y League. They were apparently succcssful, for in May of 

1931, the union' s membership voted by a 73% margin ta affil1ate 
( 

with the W.U.L. Later that year the'Communist Party of Canada 

was outlawed and the M.W.U.C. itself was declared ta be an 

~. i'u.nlaw~u1 association" in t,he courts. Antj-communist and anti-

un~on sentime'nts 011 the part of ,emp1oyel's led to long and bitter 
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strikes, the Most important Qf which took ,place in the Crows' 

Ne~t Pass in 1932. F~nally, after six years oi intense struggle , 

on both t~e industrial and political fronts, the Workers. Unit y 

League was disbanded by the Communist Party. In June of 1936, 

th~ membership of the Mine Workers' Union of Canada voted to 
/ 
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f 
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return to the. U.M.W., of A. 1 and the union passecJ.. into history. \ 
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Resumé 

Le Sy~dicat des Minéurs du Canad~ (M.W.U.C.~ éLait un~ 
\ 

organis~tion ouvri~re qui fut active entre les années 1925 et 
• 

1936. La plupart des militants de cette union, qui ,comprenait 
• " ,<1 

de 2,000 b 4,OUO members, travaillerent dans les mines de char-' 
, ' . 

" bon dé la Province d'Alberta. Le syndicat fut formée après la 

rupture du DistrIct 18 des Mineurs UnIS d'Amerique (U.M.'W. of A.) 
-

en 1924-1925. Les elements radicaux et conservateurs du sjqdi

cat partagerent le pouvoir (dans le mouvement, à cause de leur 

'opposition commune contre 'le syndiC'at International de John L. 
. . 

Lewis. Le M. W. U. C. fut un des pr emie rs membres du Congrès pa n .... 
< , 

canadien du Travail, quj fut instituté en 1927.Le Président du 
• 1 

M.1.U.C., Frank Wheatléy, fut un vice-président du Congr~s 
• ,;5 

jusqu'a sa défaite lors des élections syndicales de 1930. 

l' 

En février de/cette même année, l'organisateur'principal 

du partie Communiste en A Ib0~', Ha l'vey' Murphy, ,mis sur pied 

une campagne au' \'lom de l~ou"elle centrale des syndicats 
.// 

J ....Q'--

revo lutionna ir~J;·; lé "Workers' Uni ty League". Au mo i s du ma i, 
-------. 

1931, les membres du SY1)dica t des Mineurs voterent pa l'une 
1 

majorité de 73% de S'affilier avec le W.U.L. Quelques mois 

après, le partie Com~l:niste était proscri t par le gouvernement 

de h.a.Bennett, et le M.W.U.C. était stigmatisée comme une 
) 

"association illégale" par un j'Juge Saskatchewanais. Au cours 

des années 30, les sen~iment~ anti-communistes et anti-syndicaux 
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des employeurs de l'industrie miniere, provoquéreni des grèves 

longues et durs, telle la violente grèv~ des mineurs dans le 

ctows~ Mest Pa~s e~ 1932. Finallement, après six ans de luttes 

industrielles et politiques, le W.U.L. se "destitua. En juin , 

de 193t5, les membres du Syndica t,des Mine'urs du Canadt.t vote rei'lt 

pour un rétour'au syndicat des Mineurs Unis d'Amerique. 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 

Th,e main intention of the thesis which follows is to , 

chronicle the history of a labour organization, the Mine Workers' 

Union of Canada, during what is commonly known as the "dark age" 
• 

of labour organization in this country, that pcriod betweel1\ the 

suppression of the One Big Union movcmcnt and the emergence of 
, ' 

the C. 1. O. The story of the Mine Workcrs' Union 0 f Ca nada i5 

but one chapter in the history of the Western miners' little 

known but significant contribution to the development of the 

working c l~ss movem1nt in Ca nada. 
, 

The' M.W.U.C. 's chief constit-

uents -- the coa1 miners of Alberta -- werc among t~e prime 

movers in the One Big Union. As membcrs of John L. Lewis' United 

Mine Workers of America, they played an active l'ole in the 

C.I.O. movèment and the Conadian Congl'css 0 Labour. Prior to 

1919, organized first under ~1iners 

and then by the 
. 1 

miners were among the 

most active trade union"sts in the co~ntry. 1 chose the era of 

the M.W.U.C. because 't sheds sorne light on a subJcct which has 

not only ~rovoked a asure of scbolarly interest, but which 

1 also has been 'prone to confusion and misinterpl'etation: the , -
question of Canadian working class.radicalism in general, and 

the l'ole of the Commullisl Pal'ty wlthill it in particular. 

Unfortuna te 1y, much of he litera ture which exis ts on the 

" 
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subject of Communism in Canada is highly subjective, if not 
. " 

polem~cal i'n nature. While the Shortcoming~ of both Communist 

and anti-Communist writei's are at once inevi table and under-

standab le, such cannat be the case wi th obJ ec'ti ve schola rly 

work. The twa mono~l'nphs which deal with the history of Commu~ 

nism in Canada (William Rodney~s Soldiel'S of the International, 

and Ivan Avakumo~ic's Ihe C6mmunist Party in Canada) give ~, 

distol'ted view of the movement, and suifer much fQr having been 

written "from the! top down". Here ,we may find detailed exàmina-

1 • 
tiOn of developments on the leadership level, yet precious lit~le 

about the relati~n~hip of the C.P.C. ta t~e lives of ordina~y 
\, 

Canadians. Question)s such as who supported the movement and 
o 

why are l'arelr brought up. Perh~ps it Is assumed that those who 

did rally around the Party, with the exception of the intellec- . 
'.,. 

tuaIs, were simply ~own and outs", and as such, easily "duped tl 
• 

.~:;\! /' 
./' , 

It is unfair, however, to discount the ldeas ,aÎld expeqence of 

any group on such grounds. 

r 
Rodne,y f~ils to follow up his pl'omisillg intl'oductory re

i! 

mark that "no@account of the ethnie groups that came td this 
1 

land .... can ignore the cammunist)movement." Witt1 the exception 

of, a superficial discussion of Communist activity in the Nova 

Scotia coalfields, his work pays lit11e attention to Communist 

involvement in the wOl'king class movement. The Alberta miners, 

who were described by, a lead'ing communist in 1925 as "our Most 

militant supporters", âre relegated to two footnotes in this 
Î 2 

study of the C.P.C. in the 1920's. Avakumovic's bronder study 

. follows the same general line of Interpretation. Billed as the 

'j 
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standard wOl'k on the his tory of the C. P. C., i t makes no mentie 

of Blairmore, Alberta, the first and only town in Canada to 
1 

elect a Communist or quasi-Communist munic\pal administration 

The book makes '~only vague and often misleading references, to 

the part played by the ,Communists in the miners' movement. 

exp~anation of "the l'iot at Esteven (sic) Saskatcl:~wan~' in 

of the aetjvities of "Communist ag,itatol's (who)"did not shrink 

from using violent lang~age and physical force to put their views 
, 

aeroBs" is but one example of the lack 01 depth in the author's 
/ j 

3 
. 1 . J ana ys~s. The current schola~ly interest in the radical Left 

in Canada is an encourag~ng sign, but p broad understanding of 
"G 

the phenomenon will only com~ about as a l'esult of carelul studies 

at the local and trade unioll' leveI. 
• 

The Mine Workers' Union o~ Canada was conceivcd, nurtured, 

and finally liquidated by members of the,Communist Party. It 

\:-vas probably one of the n'lOre credible "mas~ organizations" which 

ever came within the Communist sphere oi influence. At the very 

least, it i8 hopcd thut this essay will help provide a realis-

tic view of the Communist m,?vement "in action" at a grass-roots 

tevel. The extent of the Communist influence among the miners 

will be deait with in this context. The relationship of rudi-

calism to factors sueh as eeonomic conditions and ethnicity will 

also be examined, il~ an\a:ttemI?t tO'clariiy the generalizat\ons 

which have been made on these points. The Mine Workers' Union 

~-.-~~--------- ~ 
-... , " ~ " 
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of Canada, a supposedly revolutionury ol'ganization for most of 

its histo'ry, offers a iruitJul field for the student 'of the, 

radical movement of the pcriod. 

The M.W. V.C. was, of course, no mere 111strument of Communist 

propaganda, bu t an indust ria 1 weapon wielcléd by workel's il1 one 

,of the West's key industries. During J~~~f' i ir'st half of the 1930' s ., 

the union participated in,"li?ver 40 strikes, involving Most of its 

membership, which ranged between 2,000 and 4,000 in that period: 

In an era of crushing economic depl'ession, the membel'ship of the 

M.W .. U.C. fought back aga-inst the "starvation pi~ogl'amme" of the 

employers and the state with thé only weapon at their disposaI. 

Theil' struggles hl the uphill battle fol' sUl'vival invo1ved sorne 

of the b:i.tterest social conflict of the inter-war period. Time 

and time" again the forces of the state were called ta 'the aid of-
1 

the propertied interests in the coalfields, a practice which 1ed 

to bloodshed ill several instances. As we shall see~ fund,flmental 

demJcratic princip1es, sueh as the right of the mine workel's to ..... 

organize under the union of their own choiee, were consistently 

violated by the authorities. The manner in which the remnants of 

the V.M.W. of A. were pampel'ed and çocldled by the l'uling elite at 

the expense of more mi li tant Ca nadian orga l1iza tions in A lbel'ta, 

for example, must give second thoughts ta those who view labour 

history in simplistic' blaek and white 'tcl'ms. The comforting left-

ist Vision of -a clear eut struggle between the black-nearted cvil-

lains of the employing c tass and the li ly""'Whi te knights of the 
-*. 

trade union movement will not fit the reality of class relations 

in the coal:liields. 

" ~' Il: 
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The existence of revolutionary ideo10gy an(';! leadersll1p 
• , - 'l 

\ 

t within the miners' movement is a key factor in understanding 
, (7 

the intermittent industria 1 'warfa re whic h plagucd the Western ~ 

coalfields during the, period _!1nder discussion. The authol'i ties '" 

-- backed by the International Unlon, in instances where it still 
. 

exercised a degree of influence -- reacted vigorously and nega-

. tively to the activities of the Mlnc Workel's' Union of Canada. 

As one commentator has pointed ÇlUt, "the smashi.ng of this union 
, 

was accompanied ~y sorne of the most brutal atrocities in Canadian 
4' 

labour history." 

vinced thempelves 

po~itical and not 

\ln mos t cases they seam to have either COI1-

t~t industrial pl'oblems in the coalfields had 

'" econ?~~c causes; or pel'ceived that the union 

'" 
posed a genuine politisal'thl'eat to thei1' own class interests • . 

1 

However, the question of l'adicalism has, 1 think, more 

importance than simply as a complicating factor in industrial 

relations. We must ask oUl'selves whether the revolutional'ies had 

any significant' impac t '"\<1-12..0n the wOl'king c lass movement 

and beyond their ability tOlensconce themselves in the leade~-

ship positiops of a particulal' trade union. Radical leaders come 

and go, often leaving nothing behind but a personal memory. 

Some'times they ,provide ei ther the mos t e f fec t ive or the only lead-

ership available to rank and file wOl'kers interested in improv-

ing their ma teria l co ndi tions through orga niza tion. . Duri ng the 

period of the Workers' Unit y League, and again upder the C.I.O., 
5 

. Communists orga . ed tens of thousands of Canadians. From these 

facts a10ne, however, it . conc1u-

sions concerning the poli tica1 orienta tion of the Canadian 

J 
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, 
working c lass. As Harvey Murphy, probaply . the most success-

~ 

hist~ry, fu 1 Communist labour leader in Canadian remarked of 
'--.JI-

the Hamilton steel workers in the la t'e 1920's: "They wanted a 

union, any union. ,They didn't give a damn what its name was, or 
6 

what it was." The Western,coal miners of the inter-war period 

or at least those in the aIder and more established centres 
. 

'-- present us with a different case. Long before anyone in 

Canada had ev~r heard of Lenin or the Communist Party, these men 

had raised the slogans of the cluss st~Uggle in the coal pits. 

Because of the existence 'of a working class tradition tracing 

itself ~ack through decades of organization and independent pOli-

tical action, the Communist movement here cannot be written off 

as a "nine-day wonder" attributable ta the talents of a few 

silver-toqgued agitators. For this reason it is deserving of 

more than a p~ssing glance by tlie historian. 

II 

Politieal radicalism, in conjunctiolf-with a high degree of 
~ , 

industrial militanee, seems to have been a persistent theme in 

the history of aU of Canada's majo~cOal mining ~reas. Organi

zafions such as the Socialtst Party, the Western Federation of 

Miners, the I.W.W., the O.B.U.,· the Communist·P~ll'ty, and even the 

C.C.F.1N.D.P. J have aIl had their day in the coalfields of Van- 0 

couver Island, the Crows' Nest Pass, the Red Deer Valle~, and 

--
, D 
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Nova Scotia. During i ts heyday, ceia 1 mining was the mos t strike-

prone indu~try in the country. Stuart Jamieson, a Canadian 

specialist in the field of industrial relations, attempts a brief 

J theoretical explanation of the phel1omenon in Times of Trouble: 

,tJJ 
Labour Unrest and Industr1al Conflict in Canada, 1900-1966. He 

finds Clark ,Kerr and Abraham Seigel' s theol'y of the "isolated 

mass" applicable to Canadian coal mining. Centred 'in isolated, 

one-industry, company-dominated coal towns, the miner,s are said 

6 to have tended to develop "a consensus of sentiment that was 
~r 

,,,' hostile to the employel's, particularly where these were absentee 

" --Qwners." To quote Kerr and Seigel, "the str1ke for the isolated 

~ass is a kind of colonial revolt ... a substitute for occupation-

al' and social.mobility." Jam:i:eson makes other valid points as ' 

weIl, including the l'ole played by chronic underemployment in the 
1 

mire s and the tkndency of Illinillg towns to become "amongst the 

worst 'pockets of poverty'" during' periods of depression, in 
7 

pro.eking industrial conflict. 0 

However, Jamieson's stateme11t of "the fact that coal-mining 

histqrically, has been, te u~e a popular phrase, a 'sinkhole for 

unskilled labour', drawing on newly arrived immigrants and dis

placed workei's from other industries" will Ilot get us very far. 

Although the immigra tion "argument proves very tempting in the 

case of areas like the Crows' Nest Pass, it is r@ndered useless 

as a general explanation by its inapplicability to the mining 
" 

• 
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communities of Cape Breton or Vancouver Island. As for. the 

un,skilled' labour assumptiol1, it might not prove such a "popular 
f 

phrase" today if uttered within eal'shot of the oldtimers in a 

waterhol~ of any of Canada's surviv~ng coal towns. Like the 

,( wage cutti,r.tg arguments of the cQ.a 1 
~ \ 
~ '1 ~". 

uarons of old that minlllf» 

was a ma.,t't'er of "mel'è shove lling" 
:; 'f • , 

it fails to take accou'nt of ~ 

"the basic nature of the industry : the varied skills and trades 

'!' a Ild ~Ile/ co'mPlex involved in the mining of coal; Il organizat).qn of 

the labour force therein. More impol'tantly, it fails. to--take 

lnto consideration what economic historian Cartel' Goodl'ich called, 

the "peculiar psychology oI the ÙldustrY",and the Iaet that the 
L) 

,mine worke:l's traditionally r,egarded themselves as 
:! " 8 

of indust ry. It 18 this fact which played an important l'ole in 
~ ~ 

, 
shaping the cdnsciousness of the miners and"in determining th~ir 

( , :' 
response to the challenge of industl'ial capitalism. " 

" 

~ 

-------During the. pel'iod 'of wh ich we speak, the key e lement in the 

workforce in a coal mine was a group called the "contr'"act men"; 

those actually working at the coal face who were, except in 

unusual circumstances (when doing "dead work" in rock 01' dl'illing' 

around giant fossils called "niggerheads", which al'e commol;t. in the 
.... 

jsubstrata in thè' Red D~er Valley) paid by the ton for the amount 
"'" ! 

ofcoal'they produced. 
,< 

The princip l mcthod QI extraction was the 

"room and pillar" technique, by 
oS 

J 

would be assigned a '.'place" in a 
, . 

its own device the~é for weeks, or 

" 

two or tinee-man team 

more or less left té> 

longer. There 

!~ 
1 

; C 
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were no straw boss s breathing down the necks of the miners. 

T~~ only supervisi 

boss, the ~ompanyts representative underground, whose job was not , 
1 

so much to.oversee production a~ ta maintain the, safety of the 

mine. 'Even s<?, it was by their own skil~ and care that the men 
, 

a t the face -- "the front line troops of.J.coa 1 produc t ion" --
9 , 

p~otected or risked their own lives. The experienced . .. , 

\ "b' 'k k 

miner was, 
1 

... ".,." . 
~ ~ among other things, an expert 

;. ~ 
ln tlm erlng, plC -wor , as well as 

the handling of e?,plosives in the often deadly, meth.ane-laden 
1 

a tmos'phere of the tOoa l' mine. The contrac t man had· a lmost invari-

ably worked his way u~ ta his p~st over a number of years, run-

ning the gamut from pioking s la te 01' bucking~ coa 1 in the chutes 

above kround Jhrpugh hauling timber and \aying~ack underground, . 
finally worki!1g as a helper to an experienced man at the face. 

Only then wou Id he be e ligib le to take exâmina t ions for a provin-
- " 

cial min~r's ce~tificate. Small wonder,fhen, that the mine~ saw 
g 

himself as a skilled craftsman, and tenaed to develop a strong 

sense of independence and self-reliance;, in fac t "an independence 

which is at times embarrassing ta his leaders, his e~ployers, 
10 

and the communi ty." 

According to the statistics for the Province of'Alberta, 
~ , 

thpse \\,orkirlg at the face-, in9luding helpers, aCi:counted for Just 

over oneôhalf of the total number of wage earners in the coal 
Il 

mining indus~ry and two thlrds of those employed updergroul1'd. 

D 
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As Goodrich argues, the "indisc ipl'ine~ of, this group a 150 cha rao- , 

terized, to only a lasser extent, the othe,r ,c lasses of mine 

o 'v 
labour. TQese people, who were paid iw the' fotm of a daily, or 

, \ 

--....... 

"liUttal" wage, were generall..y known as '~:company men", as distin

petty cOl~trac~orsll (to ... . -, 

, ' . 
guished from the sort of "independent 

. 1~ 
quote Goodrich) "at the face. ", Many, of eour~e, ;were skil1ed or 

.>".. 

semi-skilléd workers. Of the 8,000 mine workelis in Alberta in , . 
1925, 950 'were haulage workers., 15b manned th~1 pumps and ':fans, 

1 

450' were t imbermen or. roadmakers, and 500 were mee hanies, engin-

, ) 

/ ' 
eers, firemen orearpenters. Althbugh the cbm~any men, espeeial1y 

those e lassed as genera 1 labourers, were'" Subjec t to more super-

vision and industrial discipline ·than the contract miners, they, 

too, went about their tasks in ~ largely ihdependen~ fashion --
i '~ 

at least those who worked underground. In The Minel'~~ 

Goodrich poses wha t he terms "the spec ia 1 riddle of the i ndus- , 
13 

try: how can you boss a man that you can't see?" 

) 

If the,> nature' of the work encouraged a democra'tic spil'i t 
, J 

amongst the mine w9rkers and Ddiseouraged th,e development of an 

obedi~nt, cap-doffing labour force, it also engendered a'special 

kind of group solidarity. Each man knew, as he entered the pits 

with t~e l'est of the shift, that this day might be ~is 1a~i. 

In the early days of miniyg in the Crow, before the Flrst World 

War, entire shifts h~d been wiped out by major mine:disasters at 

Fernie, Bellevue and Hillcr~st 

l • . 

"accidents'f which had cost the 

t • 

, . 
-... -" 

", 

i\ 

\ 

\\ 

" 

," .' /, 
" 
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\ ----------
livep of over 300 men. Although ma~r disasters became a rarity 

with impl'oved technology and the enfo~ement of safety l'egula
\ 

.' \ 
tions, death or crippling injury eontil1~d to lurk in the shafts 

and tunnels peneath""the surface of the ea~th. Until the advent 

of largLe-scale strip ~ining < ~n reeent year~\evel'Y ton of' ~oal 
• 1 ' 

extrac~ed its toll of human life. As David ank remarks in th~ 

Nova Scotian context: "The hardship and peril e nnected with eoal 

J11i!1ing bred an endemic 'radic,~ism' among the eoa miners: 'bloo .. (Lr 
. 
on the coa l' hefp.eçl't-shape the mine rs 1 attitudes to t 

14(;) . 
operators .•• " ,. 

III 

~. 
\ 
\ 

In short, ,certain aspects of the i ndu~try itself ·provided '" 

conditions favourable t~ the development; at an eafly stage, of 

" a collective sense of working class independence in the coal-

fields. During its brief tenure in the West, the Mine Workers' 

Union of Ca nada SQught to use these founda tions as a base for the 
5, 
building of a class eonscious politieal and industria 1 movement 

in the mining communities. Standing in the way of these aspira-

tions wel'e a numb~r. of factors: the opPosition of rival e lements . 
~ ~ 

. within the. wo~king class movement, the implacable hatred of the 

'0 

. \ 

employers and their allies in Government" the unwillingness of 

workel's to l'isk what little they had in a time of" economie depres
~ 

sion, and the internaI divisions alon,g ethnie (or "racial", to 

use contemporary terminology) lines. The degre,e ~o which the 

\ 
, , 

" 
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erg.hization w.; successful in attaini~sgealS 15 the major 
, ' 

theme of my thesis' . 
./ 

1\ 
1 \\ 

Thé study ~ill be divided into two parts, iach representing 
( , 
, ' 

a defill,! te "s tage ln the history of the ol'ganiza tion. Part 1 

begins with an :(tltrOduction to the crisis in Distric;t 18 in 1925, 
.J ' 

during the course of (which the M.W.U.C. w~s founded, and cottinues 
\ 

through the latter ~920's, when th~ ~nion came under the sway of 
! ' 

the ~on-Communist moder~te, Frank Wheatley. In the l'ealm of 

industr.ial conflict, Part ~ill mainly be confilied to the Drum-
'\ 

heller (Red Deer) Valley, whi experienced strikes in 1925, 

1927,and 1928-29. Part II is jnaugurated by the triumph of the 

Communist-led Left Wing at the leadership level, in 1930, and the 

deepening of the economic depression in the co~lfields. Both 

factors contributed to an intensification and broadening of the 
j ~~. 

" .- , 

activity of the M~ne Workers' Union of Canada. In this section 
\ 

the focus will ~h.t to widely disparatc geographical regions: 

Northern Alberta, Southern Saskatchewan, Central and Coastal 

British Columbia. During the mid-Thirties, the Mine Workers' 

Union of Canada also expanded its activitics to the Metal mining 

~ sector, and led unsuceessful strikes in Quebee, Manitoba and 

Northern B. C. Not a Il of these areas havc ]'ceei ved equa 1 trea t-

ment. The main thrust of my rescal'eh was directed towards the 

Crows! Nest Pas,s, which experieqced a prolonged stri1<e in 1932 
"1 , 

that threw under discussion: 
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;adi~_a 11sm, ethniei ty, and the r~sp~nse of Qhe, miners to economic 

degradation. The material on the Pass,then, may be regarded as 

a "case study" of sorts, as 1 was fortunate enough to have been 

able to supplement th~ documentary evidence available with the 
) 

fruits of oral research condueted in the are~. While recogniz-

ing the incomplete nature of the &udy, 1 am fU~lY in accord with 

- the sentiment expressed by one scholar that "as the history of 

l the coal miners' revoIt against industrial eapitalism in Canada 
15 

is written, we shall find much to learn. tt 
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PART 1 

THE TWENTIES 

Chapter 1 
, \." ", 1 

Exit United :Mine Wor1cers of America 

1 

The break-up of District 18 of the United Mine WOl'kers of 

America in the year 1925 constitutes one of the more <inte1'est

ingahapters in the convoluted histo1'Y of Canadian labour. 

Indeed, it was dubbed "the strangest fight in the history of the 
, "" 1 

Canadian labour movement" by one contempol'ary. One ca nnot hope 

to understand the event through a simple "labour versus manage-

ment" perspec~ive, sirlce the story is an unfolding 01 a series 

of contradictions and ironies. At one point, the workers fteser-. 
. ted the U.M.W. of A. because it would not accept wagè reductions, 

a t another because the union had accepted wage reductions wi thout 

consulting them. Labour bureaucrats and Communist militants . 
accused each other of "class collaboration", each with sorne meas

ure of justification, as the 9nce powerfu1 tr~de union organiza-

tion disintegl'ated almost to the point of no return. Out of the 

chaos emerged the Mine Workers' Union of Canada, and for this 

reason, it is necessary to give a brief account of the events 
1 

which led up to the c1'isis of 1925 i'il District 18. 

The demise of this organization was rooted'in what is cer-

tainly a significant and superficially puzz1ing paradoxe In the 
/?' 
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ear1y 1920's rnernbers of the U.M. W. 'of A. District 18 were 

amongst the rnost highly paid industrial workers in the coun

try. Yet rn?ny, probably k rnajority, harboured resentment 
~ 

o 

ra ther than loyal ty towards, the organization which had 1'1:- . 

vated't"em to this status. In a word, the U.M.W. of A. i~~ 
District 18 -- that area of jurisdiction which aDvered the ' 

province of Alberta. as weIl as the coalfield on the British 
/ 

Colurnbia"'side of the Crows' Nest p'ass -- was a h~ivided 
against itself. Like J,tlost suc·h structures it was bounq to 

1 

fa11, which is precisely what happened in 1925. 

l \ 
Such, of course, had not a1ways been the case. In 1903, 

the organized miners in the Crows' Nest Pass had willing1y 

joined the United Mine Workers, disaffi1iating thernselves from 
2 

its rival, the Western Federation lof Miners, in the process. 

During the next decade and a half, the U.M.W. of A. militarltly 
l ' 

\ 

" " defended' the interests of i ts growing member~hiP in the District. 

Before the war, U.M.W. of A. strikes in the field were endemic, 

and it was to short circuit the miners' efforts ta better their 

collective lot through direct action that the foxy Mackenzie King 
3 

Industrial Disputes Investigation Act in 1906-1907. devised the 
1 

As a result of intermittent strike action during 1916-l9~, the 
\ 

U.M.W. of A. was one of the first unions'to win for its members 
~ 

cost of living indexation to compensate for the rampant inf1a-
1 

tian of the time. By April of 1918, 'the basic dataI rate in the 
1 4 

coal mines had increased by'45% over that of the 1915 contract. 

\ 
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Despite the relatively generous üreatment which the mine 
\ 

workers received at the hands of the government -- which assumed 

control over the operations of the industry for the duration of 

the war -- they were nevertheless moving leftwards. on the crest 
~ 

of a wave of "rising expectations" which characterized the erai" 

J11~ miners had always been prone to radicalism. As early as the 

1880's, we hear of ~n Alberta mine owner complaining of the 

"strong socialistic elements" amongst a group of Hungarian Mine 
- 1 = 5 

workers from Pennsylv"'ania. Drawn from every corner of E'Urope, 

often routed th~ough coal and metal mines in the United States, 
\ 

the"mJners of WSstern Canada brought with them established work-
\ 6 

in~s tradit~ons and politieal ideologies.' These grew weIl 

in the ooa1:Uelds, where 'the ideas of the class struggle i<Îeolo-

gists were t~e facts of everyday life. 8y 1914' District l~ was 
7 

a "militant, sometimes radically socialistic group," and 

a strong supporter of the Socialist Party of Canada, the country's 

leading standard-bearer of the Marxist creed. With the wur, 

there came on the scene a whole new set of factol's influencing 

the poli tical comple xion of the workers: the :l.tHla tian a.nd 

widelx publicized profiteering, ide list propaganda on the part 
.... -

of certa~n elements of the ruling classes, the,Russian revolu

tions of 1917; discr-imination a inst "ulien enemies", and the 

persecution of radical groups, especially those catering to the 

fi foreignlt element. These dey lopments, fami lia l' to the student 

of the Winnipeg General Str- e, played a similar l'ole in th~ 
" 

1TJ':-----------
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coalfields at War's en~ to create a situation of extreme ~ia~s 

polariza tion. The miners, ied by P. M. -Christopl\el's, President 

of Qi)strict 18, found themselves in the vanguard of a revoIu

tionary working class movement -- the One Big Union -- by 

early 1919. 

They çould not have been more out of ste~ with their Inter-. ( .) ~ 

national union, the United Mine Workers of America, if they had 

bought stock in a Harlan County coal mine. Although the U.M.W. 

of A. had fought some of the bloodiest class wars in North 0 

America, and was~practice, an industr:i,al union, its leader

ship was possessed by a narrow,even eonservative eraft mentality. 

The U.M.W. of A. 's pre-war president, John Mitchell, had person-

ified "e lass collaboration" by his membership in the Na t io-na 1 
o • 

~~tiVic Federation. Its rising star, John Llewellyn Lewi~, was ,to 

-' ....... ,. 

manifest the same ideology, in a far more negative and destrue-

,tive manner, 'in",.the post-war era. The pages of the United Mine 

Workers Journal throughout the 1917-1919 period rivalled any 

"boss sheet" propaganda in favour of industrial peace and the 

idea of ha rmony of interests bet~El.n Capi ta 1 and Labour. More 
1 

\ 
importantly, the Lewis-controlled newspaper was vehement in its 

vituperation agaJnst radicals, draft _resisters and bolsheviks. 
CI. \ 

At the same time that Lewis called off a national eoal strike 

with the words "1 cannot fight my government", the miner:" in 

Western Canada were elldorsing resolutions in favoul' of "prbletar-

! . 
ian dietatorship" and the politieal ,General Str1ke. 

, . 
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Throughout that year, Lewis and his hench~en were locked 

in battle with"the elected leadership of the District for con-

trol of the-organization. John L. declared that "under no cir-

cumstances" would he "recognlze the right of the Western (Labour) 

Conference to canvass mine workers", übd sabotaged the referen
... t 

dum on affiliation to the One Big Union which was beil1g held 
9 

in the District. What results became known showed a margin of 

97% in favour of affiliation (See Appendix E, 7able 1), but 

the wishes of the rank and fi le meant litt le ta t rade union au to-

crats of the Lewis type. Fur~her suppor~ was shawn towards the 

O.B.U. in the strikes which affected aIl major coal centres for 
10 

periods ranging from 60 to roo dé\Ys in 1919. The strikers had 

few n immêdia te" demands, but ra,ther were t l'Yingto\enforce recog

nition of the"a.B.U. Fol' the Iirst time, mainten~ce men who 
~---III" 

worked the pumps and fans were pulled out of sevfral mines, as 

the workers declared war on the government and the employers 
, Il 

with the "100% Strike." The "100% Strike" was contrary to the 

policy of the United Mine Workers, and was a weapon used by 

miners' unions only in extreme circumstanees, sinee it put the 

property of the mine owners (and thus, the jobs of the workers) 

~ ioto jeopardy. The only other time such a technique was used in 

Canada was during the bitter and vi91ent confrontation iri Cape 

Breton during the 1920's. 

Nothing, however J could convince the gbvernment, the mine 

owners, or the U.M.W. of~. to pay any heed to the miners' 
"\ 

\ 
'. ,""" 
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demands for the right to organize in the union oJ their choiee. 

The O.B.U. was a cancer which had to be ruthlessly extirpated 

from the coalfields, and the V.M.W. collaborat~d ~n this endea-
ft • 

vour. . In Decewber 1919, the Interna t.iona l was Gran ted i ts 

coveted closed shop, along with a 14% wage increase, in l'etul'n. 

Those militants who refused to sign up ~ith what was no~ widely 

1'egarded as a contemptible "scab organization", Got their names '1l 

on the blacklist, with unemp10yment and discrimination their -
12 

1'eward for devotion to principle. Many more, of course, took 

out the V.M.W. cards, but had no heart in the business. Despite 

the opposition arrayed against it, the One Big Union died hard in 

District 18. The early part of 1920 saw O.B.V. strikes for 

recognition in the Alberta .Pass,'Drumheller, Wayne, Brule and 
i 

Saunders' Creek .. A General Strike calI by the O.B.V. on October 

1 met,with support in Drumheller, Coalhurst, Nordegg and the B. 

C. Pass. The Opcrators' Association was worried enough to 1'e-

open negotiations with the American union, and the W.M.W. 

1'eceived another bl'l.be for i ts continued support agaillst "bol-
13 

shevis~' in the form of a further wage illcrease. By 1921 wages 

in the mines had doubled their 1917 levels and the O.B.U. had 
, 1 

been largely smash'ed, but the V.M. W. of A .. , fol' obvious l'easons, 

remained a highly unstable organization. 

Moreover, the union's honeymoon with the bosses ,was now 

coming ta an end. As the priee of coa1 began to drop and the 

cast of living fell back te:> thot "of the early part of 1917" 

there was growing pressure for wage cuts. P,leading inability 
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ta compete with non-union coal and alternate sources of energ~, 

the Opera tors' Assac ia tion p1'csented d~nds fol' l'educ'tion rang-
14 1 ... 

ing up to 50% in early 1922. The miners, on the other hand, 

had no wish ta retu1'n to their pre-war status, or ta have their 

wages related mechanically ta the cast of liVing, 01' ta the much 

poorer standards of the Nova Scotia miners, as the operators 

suggest'ed. Most crltieâl"in their view was the faet th.rt hlgh 

wages were necessary ta offset the seasonal nature of the indus
'') 

try and the evils of "short time" in the mines. In 1921 coal 

production in Alberta dropped by 15%, and the mines worked less 

" than 200 days on average. Basing their a1'gumen~ on the theorles 

of classical economics, the mine owners contended that wage cuts 

~ould produce full employment, but the workers were not eonvi~ced. 

The problem was a basic one of falling demand which affeeted the 

coal industry aIl over the Western World, not only in Canada. 

The miners were in fact eaught up in a vicious ci1'cle, in the 
15 

words of Frank Wheatley: "the victims of a mismanaged industry." 

Following Lewis' "no step backwal'ds" pOlicy, V.M.W. lead-

ers refused to budge on the wage issue and were fo1'ced into con-

fliet with their late allies, the Western Canada Coal Operators' 

Association. A five months' strike in 1922, after which the 

Operators' Association ~ubstantially capitulated on the wage issue, 

failad,to resolve the conflict. The year 1923 saw a squeeze on 

the owners' profits: while production had jumped by 13&% sinee 

1921 in the Province of Alberta, its value had only inerensed by 

( : 
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2!% (See Appendix A, Table 1). Somet~ing would saon have to 

break: the miners' wages, the stockholders' dividends, or the 

industry itself. 

The U. M. W. continuéd to enjoy the reputa tian of a "scab" 

outfit, devoted to collaberation with t~e bosses, amongst the 

militant element. The leadership of this group had by now 

,passed from the hands of thvSocia list Party, whfch had organ

ized and mastermindetl the One Big Union èffort, .-to the Communists. 

The Cbmmunist Party, which inherited much of the eariier social-

ist movement's support, especially amongst the foreign language 

groups J, opposed further "dua 1 unionist''' ac ti vit ies. Cane luding 

that the a.B.U. had been a failure, they urged the militants ta 
" 

work within the U.M.W. structure, pointing as an example of the 

suc cess of this tacti~ the achievements of the "Red Executive" 

-of'District 26 in Nova Scotia. The~last· O.B.U. _strike in 

Dis~rict 18 occurred in the prumheller Valley in late 1922, but 

this by no meaps signified the end of opposition ta the U.M.W. 

offic ia Idom. At' the Most grassroO,ts lev'e l, there was much 
\ 

r'ank and file resentment against the International for its fail-

ure to come across with substantial financial relief during the 

Di-strict str-ike. According to one study, a mere $1,250 was 
" 16 

distrib~ted in the District dur:ing 1922. The Secretary-
, 

~_Treasurer of the Strike Relief Committee in Drumheller, a Com-
1) .' 

mun~st by the name of A;rthur "Slim" Evans, later of ".on-ta-
o 1 ;. 

Ottkwa" fame, took matters into his own hand'S. In 1922 Evans 

'" 

.. 
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1 
refused to turn over pel' cnpi,tn payments to "a bUl1ch of pot 

bellied business agents" at the U.M.W. headquarters in Indiana-

polis, and gave the money back to the minol~s instead. He later 

was prosecuted on charges of "fraùdulent conversion", convicted,'_ 
17 

and sent to the peni tentinry for this crime. 

The contradictions within the organization came to light 

i,n the events surrounding the "general strike" of miners and 
, 

steelworkers in Cape Breton in, July of 1923. 1:he strike was .li 

led by Communist Party militants on the Island, headed by J.B. 

McLachlan, Secretary-Tre~surer of District 26. It was· smashed , . 
/ 

by a double blow: by the governme' t,wlHch raill'oadetl MCLachlay 

to prison; and Jo~n L. Lewis, who simultaneously.ddposed the 
\, 

District 26 elecutive on the grounds that it was involved' in 
" 

.... ",. . 
revolutionary conspiracy. The militants in Drumhe11~r, led by 

a Cape Breton Communist, Lewis McDonald, st~le.d· a strik~ in sym-
, 

pathy, while other 10cals in Alberta de~anded that their District 
18 .' 

executive take similar action. The District"President, William 
, 

Sherman, issued a calI for a Convention to consider the matter, 
i , 

but quickly reversed his stand, presuma.bly on order::; from 
a 

IndianaP?lis. Once more, the wishes of the miners, who felt an 

instinctive solidarity with their brethren in Nova Scotia, des-
f 

pite John L~ Lewis, bad been subverted by the International. 

The Communists, of course, were given ,further evidencQ fol' their 

,case against the "labour fakers". In September 1923, the 

Secretary of the Operators' Association, R.M • 
., . , 
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compelled to warn Sherman of the "menace" of ")11en who hold 

cards in your organization but who are neverth~less not intrin-
19 

sically loyal ta it'." 

II 

Thus, it was hardly as a united,body that t6e District 

.faced a new test against lhe oberatdrs with the e~piry of the 

1922 contr~ct in March, 1924. Tan thousand -mine workers 

found themselves out on strike again, and the dispute.with the 

coal owners was paralleled by infightru.g within the union. The 

militants ca11ed for a general 100% strike, with aIl maintebance 

men taken off the job, a t least for 24 hours. The Dist rict 

Executiv" refUsed ta consider sueh a possibility, even when pro-

~'oked by the opera tors, who fai led ta grant the union' s reques t 
20 

for a 10% checkoff for\~trike relief from these 1ndividuals. 

,'$- The strike leaders seemed to be par'alyzed by thei.r desirê to 

/ 
/ 

/ 

'" 

retain friendly relations with the'-coal 'owners on the one handl, 

and the brutal realities of the economic confli~t on the ot~er. 

As sm~11 mines began to re-open nt non-union rates al~ng the 

Coal Branch and in the Drumheller Valley, and the V.M.W. of A. 

put up no resistance, the st~ikers began ta talk of betrayal. 

Local unions ca11ed for a special convention ta deal with the 

problem, but ta no avail. Other Loeuis expressed their oppo-

sition to the International by endorsing candidates of the anti-

Lewis, Lp.ft Wing "Progressive Miners' Movement" and demanding the 
" 

re-1nstatement of expelled militants like Alex Howat an~ 

\ 

l 
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21 
and McLachlan. 

Even a t the onset of,.. the strike, mora le amongs t tl~e millers 
~ 

had been low. 'A company spy .from the Thiel Detective Agency 

reported thus to the Secretary of the Operators' Association 

of conditions in the Crows' Nest Pass: 

..• as far east as Blairmore 1 was surprised to find 
public sentiment sa strongly in favour of the opera
tors ••. among the strikers themselves Lhere are rUmours 
of union men going to work in non-union mines and, 1 
tho~ght, a general disillusianmcnt among their ranks 

_ a propa~anda that it might be weIl ta push along if 
o poss ibl'e. Everyone was 100kiIig forward ta a long 

drawn out stl'uggle o,f endurance. 
~~ ·22_ 

As in 1922, the International claimed inability to distribute 

regular strike pay. A national relief campaign for the miners 

netted a few ~housan~,dollars, mainly from District 26 and , 
" 

various Communist Party sources, but this was merely u drop in 
23 

the bucket. In the C~'o@\'IS' N?st puss; the miners were quickly 

red4ced ta penury and their families forced to SU~SiS~ on exten
i 

ded credit and handouts from local merchants. On October 24, 

aiter seven months on strik~, the U.M.W. of A. signed an agree-

ment with the Opera tors' Association which included clfts of 
1 

between $.80 and $1.17 bn dnily rates and 12~% on contra~t, men. 

For many the strike had been an exercisc in futility. To have 

gone back at a loss,aiter receiving very little material assist-
. 

anee in the fight, was a bitter pili to swal1ow, and did nothing 
, 

to [urther ~~dear thz United Mine Workers iü the, ~ahs of i ts 

membership. 
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Howeve1', the battle was not yet ovel'. The hopes of the 

mining community for a return to industrial pe~ce and pros-
o 

perit y we e dashed by new demands on the part of the coal 

owners. strik~, now it was the turn of 

Capital. months the Crows' Nest Pass Coal Company, 

operator in District 18, with 1,200 men employed 

in its,mines at Fe1'nie and Michel, B.C., closed its pits pend

ing acceptance of fUl·th:j cuts of up ta 30% in wage seales. 

The timing of the dispute was advantageous ta the miners, and 

the Communist element in the Dist rict called for an 1ndustry-' 

wide sympathetic strike, "as the old glass hit fOl'ty below" 
25 

in the West. The Cl'OWS' Nest Puss Coal Company had gambled 

that the U.M.W. would not fight, anduthey wel'e l'ight. Left ta 

thelr own devices and teetel'ing on the brink of stal'vation, the 
". 

o 

Fernle miners surl'ettdered on December 10, 1924. A company union, 
1(" .. 

the B,C. Miners' Association, was set uP, and signed a f'o'ti'lr-yea1' 

cont1'act embodying the operators' main'demands, 

for an underground labourer now stood at $4.25 a day, as opposed 
1 

to $6,89 before the 1924 strike: an example of what were euphemis-

tically known as the "New Cl'OW Ra tes." In a mastel'ful strokc 
, 

the corporation had seized the opportuni ty presented by the 

prevailing Îllood of defea t, and inflicted a serious bl~ ta trade 

unionism in what had long beon one of its stl'ongholds, the 

C1'ows' Nest Pass. 
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Tim Buck, tl~e head of the Comm,pnist Party' s "Trade Union 

Educational League'1. who spent a good deal of time in District 

18 during the crisis, summed up "The Lesson of· Ferl1ie" in an 

article in the T.U.E.L.'s newspaper, LoIt Wing. Arguing the 

need to revive "an idea lism wi thou t whieh t rade uniQU-1sm 

becomes a meaningless farcet! he wri tes: 
" . . 

<'\~~e eut was a reflection of the spiri t of the men 
mo~ than anything else, and the company union is more 
an e"ffect than a cause •.. the compaüy union at Fel'nie, 
which is tOday an'effect of dc~oralization: will in 
i ts turn be the cause of more. 26' '" 

Buck was not far off the mark. After enduri.ng the lock-ou t 

for another month, the Michel men capitulated' on January 8, 

1925, on identical terms as had been obtained in Fernie. The 

International union had now been'all but wiped out in British 

''>-,."" Columbia. \ L ' 

~",---
~- The psycho logica 1 advantage gained by the opera tors in 

------------
breaking away fro~he Western Canada Coal Operatol's' Association 

contract with District 18 in B:C. was, 'ofco~rse, re-inforc'ed 

by a potent eeonomi'C factor 'as weIl. Given tl)e increasingly .. 
competitive nature of the coal industry in tR.e Crows' Nest Pass, 

the wage c side made similar reductions in the 

Alberta sec tion a Imost inevi tab1e, s ince mines, on bath sides of ~ 

the 1ine depended heavily on essentially the same market --

the C.P.R. and its subsidiary, Con~olidated Mining and Smeltin~. 

With the en~ire Pass working,at non-union r~tes, thq other 
/' 

"steam fields" further north serving the C.N.R. would not be 

-', 

l' ,1 
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long in following suit. Further impetus wou~d also be given 

to the wage cutting arguments of the operators in the lignite 

fields, who were anxious to lower the costs of production in 

order to bettclr compete with alternate sourc~s of 'fuel in the 

domestic market. 27 The Crows' Nest Pass Coal Company -- which 

waj owned by the former holding co~pany 101' the railroad empire 

of J.J. Hill, Northern Securities, and the Granby Consolidated 

Mine and Smelting Corporation -- played an instrumental l'ole, " 

therefore, -in driving down the wages of workers in Western 
28 

Canada's coal mining ipdustry. 

1 

Thel majority of the Alberta operators, fearfu1 of worker 

resistancé wbich might jeopardize existing coa1 ordèrs, icted 

cautiously, waiting for a more propitious time to deliver the 

coup-de-grace. Nevertheless, the ~inter of 1924-1925 was a 

hard,hard time for the' ~ing community. The "Report from 

District 18" in the Left Wing reads as folloy.rs: 

~ .• Coleman, Bellevue, Hillcrest and Blairmore are 
working 1ess than ha If t ime, the Lethbl'idge fie Id 
is working every day, but in another month their 
season will be over, the mines closed until 
September. Only eight mon ths between pay days ..• 
Drumheller is in the same boat as Lethbridge, Canmol'e 
is very slack. In the Saunders' Field we lost two 
of th~ three mines, at Nordegg it is NINE months 
since the last ton of coal was Ioaded. 

<, 

Mountain Park ançl Cad,omin have 110t yet re-opened to 
date and Lusear, )Mercoai and Mile 50 will he closing 
down again in the near future. At Brule ••. Mr. Bickell 
offered to reopen the mine if the men would accept 
another l'eduction .•. hunger will be the decidini factor. 

~ 

( 

" 
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Plenty of coal, more mines ta open uP, twice as 
many miners as there are jobs, no markets,' immi
grants coming in by the thousands, terrifie struggles 
for jobs. Liberal-Rockefeller Government at Ottawa, 
Rieh Farmer Government at Edmonton, the more we work, 
the more in debt we are, miser~ and suffering are -
getting beyond our control 50 --God Save {he King! 

29. 

The Operators' Association convened one oi its last meetings 

in March, 1925. Secretary Young admitted that conditions jn the 
" 

4 
District were "pl'obably worse tlum a t uny pl'evious time in i ts 

history; adding that the B. C. wage cuts were "a stl'iking indica-
30 ù<. 

tion of what can be done lt to resolve the problems. The 

opera tors continued to press the propaganda that wage cuts "could 

result in five days a week wOl'k" in the' Alberta mines. A final' 

attempt at negotiations came to naught, as union officel's refused 
J,'. p 

~ ~ 

to countenance any l'e-openlng of the 1924 contract nnt11 Y.,ear' S 

end. For aIl intents and purposes the Associatiou then.dissol-
l' 

ved ~ tse1f) as i ts membel's endeavoure~to sa-lvage wha t they 

could out of the chaos b~cking out a~-.çxt'racting local agree

ments from their employees. ThJi open 'shop \ow seemed we11 with-
f 

in their reach. 

Despite the United Mine Workers~ adamant p01icy towards 

wage reductions, it re~ained lethargic in its response to .the 

crisis and did little to back up its stand in a concrete manner. 

Sherman refused to heed demands Irom loeals such as Blairmqre 

to calI a strike, m1d left things to"~rift from bad to worse. 

The l'ank and file, led pl"imal'ily by the Communists) 
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show of :i'é,sistarlce in' a l'ew are as. On Ma l'ch 28, for example, 

a parade of miners passed through Hillcrest, Blairmore and 

Coleman ·under red banners emblazoned with the hammer and 

sickle and the brave words, "NO SURRENDER, NATIONALIZATION OF 

THE MINES". In the Alberta Pass, however, the cause had long 

since been lost. On April 6, Bl:llrmore voted 150 to 98 to 

accept a sHghtly higher v~l'siol1 of t~ "New Crow Rates." 
• 1 31 

Bellevue followed the next day, and Col~man 011 April Il. 

Hillcrest was the last holdout in the area. Here the mine 

was picoketted in a p appa l'ently vigorous mamier by the mi li tants 

between April 17 and 24, as the company tried "to re-open the 

pits with strike-breakers and "loyal" employees. . The resist-
32 

ance was led èn'tireI'y, by "local officers of the union." 

According to Ti~ Buck, President Sherman stopped in the town 
33 

on1y long enough to buy $9 worth of beer for the strikers. 

Later, when 23 Hillcrest employees invo1ved in the picketting 

were blacklisted and branded as "Reds" by the company" Sherman 
"Ill .' . ~ ~ '. ~{ 

disavowed them, c laimi ng that fi tleir actions were. not apPl'oved 

of by the United Mine Workers." • Although' the opel'utors liked 

to think of the "Reds" in the coa fields as entil'ely foreign ' 

ln origin, this group was 1ed, by a Britisher named Thomas Priee, 
fi' 

~nd Included a Nova Scot:ian, ,a New~oundlander and an Ehglish- ' 

,speakîng Quebecer in i ts l'anks. The 23 mi li tants were "refused 

wOl'k in a11 the other camp's in the Pass, - and presumab ly had' to 
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, 
move far afield to find other Jobs in the mines. It was 

a crushing blow to t'rade unionism at Hillcl'est' _: the site of 

Canada' s 'WOl'st mine disas tel' in 1914 -- which was not ol'ganized 

\ " 
again until 1937. l t might be noted tha t Hillcrest Collieries 

1 

was a creature of the Herbert Holt/C.P.R. interests at this 
35 

time. 

The "peaceful revolutioll", as the Edmo,ntol1 Journal called 
"'. 36 

, the break-up bf District 18, swung Into high gea-l'. The 
1 

brave miners of Nordegg, who had not had a day's work since the 
. 

beginning of the 1924 strike, voted to leave the U. M. W. by a 

margin of 192 to 134 on May 8, Canmore on May 11. ~ In tJle Nort~,/· 

along the C.N.R.ls CoaJ. Branch, ~ost o~ 'the smaller eamfs were 

re-opened on nn open shop bosis (Foothills since mid-1924) 

although three key mines -- Cadomin, Luscal' and Mountain Park 

remained closed until later in the summer. It was in this con-

text of defeat that the first stops towards re-ol'ganization of 

Distric t 18, ou tside of the Uni ted 'Mine WOl'kel's, we re taken in 

the Pass; where "home locals" with limited check off privileges 

along the lines of the B.C. Minel's' Association had been estab-

lished a fter disaif i lia tion. 1 n this proce-ss, the Communis t 

• 
Party played a crucial l'ole, despite ilts official~~ne of oppos-

ing "secessionist movements" from International unions. Earl 

Browder, for example, thought it inconsisten~ for the Canadian 

Party to participate in the ol'ganization of a Canadian coal 

1 
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miners' union in the West while continuing to supppr t the 
37 

U.M.W. in Nova Scotia. Ye-t the situation in District 18 

presented i tself as a very specia l case. ' An unsigned.docu-

ment, 'dated at Coleman, Albel'ta, May 8" 1925, and almost 

certainly written by Tim Buck"explains: , 
... the bitterness which has cxisted against this 
union (U.M. W: of A.) since the 1919 secessionist 
movement has prOduced a pQculiar sentiment which 
May be summed up in the phrase 50 of ton heard, 
"WeIl, we got it in the neck, but by God we have 
some thing to be thankfu1 for, this has l'id us of 
the U.M.W.of A.tt."Today the men find themselves 
in t~ same camp as the 905S against the U. M. W. of A·. , 
a nd the combinat ion of lfircumstances (more tha n a 
year without work, ~D~id sati~faction at the defoat 
of John L. Lewis, and the faet that they are complete
ly beaten) renders any ide a of re-organizing ~he 
United Mine Workers out oI the question •.. Bocause 
we are opposed to secession, it does not follow that 
we must stand'aside and see the workers of ~ whole 
industfy (and our most militant supporters at~that) 
completély smashed and demora lized ••• 

• J 
38 

The document goe~ on 'to out line the Party' 5 "Plan Z" for the 
I, 

futur~ of Distr~t 18. 

locals in whicp WB still have some i'nfluence" to calI a cOll-

-
The plan provided for "one of the 

0 

vention of delegates from the home locals, out of which would 

enierge a new 'miners' orga niza tion: to be ca lIed the "Cll0WS' 

Nest Pass Miner~ Union", the ",United Mine Workers' of Ca ri a d,a Il , 

or, most likely, the "Mine 'Workers' Union of Ca nada. " The 
\ 

Convention was held, according to the Party' s Plan, at Blair-

more on June 1, at I.'hich time the Mine Worker's' Union of 

Canada was formally inaugurated. Delegates from Coleman, Blair-

more, Bellevue, Corbin, B.C., Michel an~ Hillcrest attended, 

, · 
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although lhe home locais ln the latter two}camp~ did not 

affiliate. 

The new union represented an ideologica l "mulligan stew". 
r 

1 It."'was comprised of e~'ements which had opposed the U.M.W. of 
i .,. 

A.'s stand on the wage qu~stion, those who had oppos~d the 
~, 

International for nationalistic rcasons, as·well as the 

Communist and non-Communist Left Wing. United Mine Workers 

stbiwarts like Pat Conroy of Drumheller regarded the new union 

as "notorious ly r~ac t ional' y1l, and cri ticized CommUtllS t 'parf~-
39 

cipatio~ thersin as purely opportunistic. If abandoning cher-

ished dogmas (011 ';dual unionism") in order to reflect the desires 

of the rank and file can be construed as opportunism, then . , 
Communist pOlicy in this case probably was. No doubt thè Com-

munists accepted the inevi tabi li ty of working wi th the "reac tion-
, 

aries" now that the battie ovêr the wage question was over, with 
.. 

the hope of steering the union ton more militant çourse in fut-

;ure. 
\ 

The provisional executive of the Mine Workers' Union of 

Canad~ reflected the new alliances. lts President was,Frank 

Leary of Blairmol'e, a Left-Ieaning non-Communist; if:S Vice- . 

President a right wing or tlmodera'te" rePfesenta tive from Cole

man, John D. Gillis. The important post of'Secretary-~reas~rer 

fell to John Stokaluk, a '''radical foreigner lt
, also of Coleman. 

Stoka luk, a Ukraj..nian, was the leading light of the Communist 

.. 
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Party and Ukrainian Farme!' Labour Temple Associa tio n orgoniza-

- 1 tions in the Crows' Nest area. "Big John" was pOl_ular wi th 

the rank and file, especially the fol'eign element, who consti-

tuted a majority of tho mine workers in the Pass (See Appendix 

D, Table 1). Stokaluk, however, was no wild-eyed revolutionary, 

but a cautious comrade and a capable trade unionist, who sought 

to maintain good reIn tions between the opposing iac tions within 

the orgunization: a style of leadership Which would later bring 

him into conflict wi th the leadership of the Communist Party. 

Although the alliance b~tween LeIt and Right in the Crows' Nest 
l, , 

Pass- eml)odled, in. the M.r. D. C. wp.s to break down during the depres-
, \ 

sion, for the m0ment &II were united against a common enemy, 
J /. 

the Uni ted Mine Worka t o"f Americn in theü' common opposition to 

the D.M.W. O"f' A. bUl'e~ucracy. Leary's first press l'elease made 

this point clear: 1 

This organization is determined nO D.M.W. of A. will 
be re-or~aDized in the Pass under the present regime. 
The District officiaIs failed us in a critical hour. 
Six weeks belore th~ direct settlemellt of the wage 
question we urged the District officiaIs to take act
ion. T~ey refused, saying they were acting on instruc
tions from Indianapolis. Separate agreements wore there
fore negotiated .• we wiil not interfere with existing 
contract's.' iWe plan to go along quietly, increasing 

our strengthlgradually. 
40 

Elsewhere, the, "peaceful revolution'" continued apace. In 

the Lethbridg~ lignite field, the miners voted to accept company 

terms between June 2 and 9, and anotller' "h1depende,n tIf organiza-

tion was formed, the LethbridgeMiners' Federation. At the 

If.. ~: r 1+ 
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Galt Mine in Hardieville, a suburb of Lethbridge, the Canadian 

Pacifie Railway extracted exceedingly favourable terms in a thrée-

year agreement which contained daily wage sea les 20 cents 

lower than those obtained in the Alberta PasSe The eheek off 

was redueed to 50 cents (as" opposed to $1. 00 in Blairmore, 

Bellevue and Coleman) per day, just in çase t"he "Miners' Federa

tion" should cease to func t ion in the çompa ny union capac i ty. 

And despite the wage reductions, the old charges, such as 1% of 
41 

a Il earnings for the use of lamps, rema ined unchanged. The 

fi rst ,President of the Miners ': ,Federa tion was one James Sioan, ,. 

later President of the M.W.U.C., a Sco~sman who had been active 

in the trade union movement sinee his arrivaI in Cana.da in 1907. 

~loan worked ilis way onto the U. M. W. bl,acklist in 1919 for the 

crime of being a " s trong O.B.U." iln Coalhurst, 'a traditionally 
42 

militant camp just llTest of Lethbridge. Like many in District 

18, he had Hot "aba.[ldoned trade unionism" in 1925, but had aban

doned a parÙcular uni9n and its policies, which had ceased to 

serve the interests of its membership. 

III 

WeIl might ~he Department of Lpbour's annuai publication 

. / 
for 1925 descrl.be t,he tangled struggle between the 00pe rators, 

the U.M. W. and the Communist Party in the coaifields as "Con-

fusion' in District 18." Where the fight ha d' come to a con flic t 
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between the Internalional and the mine owners, the'Camdian 

miners had lined up, in a sense with their "c1ass enemies" /' , 
against tpe labou~bureaucrats. It is significant,. however j 

that where the U.M.W. was not an issue, or where it lined up 

" 

wi th the opera tors against the minel's, the" peaceful revolution" 
1 

was not accmplished without a strugg1e. Eor illustrations of 

this trend we must turn our attention to t e events which trans-

pired in' the other lignite fields in Albe ta in lê25. First, 

the Edmonton field, which employed, depending on the season, 
o 

between 200 and ,800 mine workerS •. The Edmonton miners had 
, ' 

be~n smashed by the operators during the 1922 strike, and forced 

ta accept wage scales which were apprOXimate[y half those of 
. , 

the rest of the District. With 'the exception 01 one, .U.M. W • . ' 

local (4119), they had been ,organized int'o the Edmonton and 
o " 

Distr~ct Miners' Federation, an affi1iate of the diminuiive. 

Canadian Federati6n -of Labour. Although loudly denounced as a, 

"scab" outÜ t by the U. M. W", whic~ refused a 100 dollar /donation 

from the Federatiori~ring the 1924 strike, it had fallen under 

l ' 
the control of what Tim Buck c3 111ed "progressive elements '(and) 

" 
developed, withOin two years .•. into a militant and aggressive 

43 
organi~a tian." By launching ~trike act'ion in the summer _c:>~ 

j 
1925, the Federation was successful in parlng down employer 

.----------\ demands for furthor wage cuts, no small feat for a supposed 
~-t- . 

"company, union". (See Appendix' C, page 259): 

! 
,~, 
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The main acti~~in 1925, howeve~, occurred in the Drum- ~l 
heller Valley, ~~~h~xperienced a bitter strike which fore~~ 
shadowéd the sirUggleS of the 1930's in s~veral important~ 

/ / 
ways. ln tfie first place the strike marked the finà~eSig-

nation of the once proud U.M.W. of A. as a "compan§/union", 
l ' / 

when, for th.e first time, the U.M.W. openly ~/ed with manage-

ment on the bread and butter issues facing/~he membership 
o / 

'(its oppositio~ to th~ 6.B.U., it will ~ recal~ed, was combined 

with demands for higher wages for the membershi~). Secondly, 

the -strike saw emergence, fo:}; the first, but, by no means the 
" 

1ast t_ime, of "communism" ~s an issue in. industria l conflict ..... 

in the coalfields. Thirdly"Drumheller in 1925 experienced 
- , 0 

the kind of violence which was to characterize tragically the 

struggles of the 30,! s. 

c10ser, attention here .• 

, 

~or these reasdns, the strike deserves •• 
.~ 'oLt 6_ 

~, 

By the early summer of 19~5, the U.M.W. leadership had 
'~ 

, recognized that 'its stand on the- wage issue had been a' failure. 

"' . 

~ -Furtper adherénce to it could only result in t?e complete . 

/ 

--. 

• ,< \, 

. demolition of their organiza~ion, whose miin strength now li' 

! 

in the Drumh~ller Valley, However, in typical f~sl1-ion, they 
.-' 

, /-

a110wed the rank and ,file no dec,ision ,on the matte'r, and i/ 

abrupt volte-face anno~nced the signing of a new contract with 

the coal operators "II.(now ,grouped togeÙler as the Red Deer 

Valley Coal Operators Assèciati~n)' on June 17. "The contract 
/ 1 • 

l , ' 

provided for a 15% reduction on contract rates~ and 

.. 

, ) 
, 
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44 
nCrow Ra tes" for da ta 1 men. The miners werejindignant, 

') 
a,nd- ,unlike their confreres in sorne other areas, put up a 

stiff resistance to the cuts, One factor, no do~bt, WOlS the 

lack of consultation: not even important local U.M.W. offi
~, , 

~ \ ,.' 
c'ers like Pat Conroy had been informed of the signing of the 

con"tract'. Li~ethe other "domestic U or lignite coal miners, 
1 

~,the Drumheller men ~orked 40 to 50 days less a year than those 

id th~ " s team fields", and fe~t, that 'high wages were necessary 
t. 

to offset the sea~onal unemployment problem. Theil' only other 
, 1 

source of in10me might ba a few weeks work in the fields, for 

which they w~uld have to compete with the swarms of unemployed 

who roamed the western prairies during the 1920's. The Dl'um-

heller field, one of the last to be opened up in the West, was 

?" 
t 1 

traditionally note,d for its militance, and had béen a hot bed of 
Î'r ' .. 1 -

p.B. U. and 

IDrumhe 11er 

Communist activities prior to 1925. In addition, the 

Valley possessed a relatively strong and aggressive 

radical movement which was willing to assume leadel'ship of a 
, 

fight against both the operators and the V.M.W. of A. 

The leader of this movement was a mah named Lewis UcDonnld, 

alias 'Kld Burns', one of ~he more interesting characters in the 

Alberta coalfields. McDonald came from a mining family in Glace 

Ba'r" Nova Scotia, and had earned bis nickname by being favourably 

co~par,ed with the great Tommy Burns while a prizefighter in the 

Uni\ted St~ tes Nav~, before ,the war. He served in Europe duringu 

l - , 

;', 



;' 

,o' 

\ 

~ 

() 
!' 

~, 1 

, 
l , 

·40 ... 

1 _ 

1 the Great War, and returned home to become inYolved in the 
1 

" 

radical ferment in Cape Breton in the immedidate post -war 
45 

periode By 1922, he was in the West, breathing the fire of 

the class struggle into the Drumheller Sub-Distriet of the U.M.W. 
'\ 

of A. He seems to have asp~red to thè position of the J.B.· 

MeLaeh1an o'f District 18, although he was 110t quite of the same " 

calibre as the latter labour leader. Nevertheless, he was a· 

fighter, and posf?essed that quaTi'ty of raw, reckless courage 
, 

which did not count for nothing in the hard life of the mining 
o 

community. He was papular with the miners, as evidenced by his 

e1eetion as check-weighman at various mines in the Drumheller 

areD after being blacklisted fdr his part ~n the Cape Breton 
. l.r 

sympathetic strike lof JuIy, 1923. McDona1d's chief problem --

and one which caused considerable embarrassment among his s~per-

iors in.the Communist movement was his inability to get slong 

wi th the ethnie wing of the Party. ' (He managed to eombil~e his 

radièaIism with a fiery nationalism ~nd a fair degree of Anglo

Saxon chauvinism. Later, during th~iearlY years of the DepreS'ion, 

~e was to espouse a policy of outright racism. During the 1925 
o 

strike, however, the Party was able to deliver the s~pport of 

the ethnie groups, par~icularly the Ukiainians, who made up 11% 

of the labour force,· to the McDonald faction. Mareover, 

McDona1d's problems with the ~thnics was not as great a disabil-

ity in Drumheller as it might have been elsewhere. In 1925, it 

, ' 

" . . ..... -
'. 

, ' . ,," ~ . 
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was the only major co,alfield in Alberta to have a clear 

majority of British, Canadians and Americans employed in 
1 

the mines. (See A~pe11dix D, Table 1). Doubt~ess McDonald' ~ 

~atent nativism only reflected the ideas and prejudices 

the rest 9f the Anglo-Saxon communi ty a t the time,. 

A bitter opponent of William Sherman, the amQitious MCD~ atd 

seized the opportunity presented by the odious u. M. W. 

contract to engineer the crea tion of a new organiza t irn, 

the Red D~er Valley Miners' Union, after June 17. lts~ C 
executive included Joseph Fletcher, Robert Hall and John' 

(JenkinS~ but n~t McDona Id, who dec lined nomi na tion. 

McDonald .refusai to serve in an official'capacity seems 

to have been 'part of the new uoion's general strategy of 

avoiding the "Communist" label. Right from the start, the 

union!s opponents attempted to obscure the reai issues at 

stake -- wage euts and the right to a Canadian union 

in a smokescreen of pOlitieal rhetorie. Said Sherman of 

the secession: 

... the present situation in.Drumheller has been 
developing for the past two'years. Outside influ-
ences bperating through ~n organization known ~ 

as the Workers' Party (Communist Pa rty", of C(tnada) 
have strenuous ly tried to destroy'the U. M. W. of' 
A. Their campaign h~§i,_lJee-lj' so guarded as to 

• 

I,,~,~ .. _-~ 
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; 

V-

prevent expulsion ... the Workers' Party was conspir-
ing to destroy the international trade union move
ments. Our policy has be'en to. force them to come into 
the open and the present situation at Drumheller ois the 
final outcome of such a policy. 

\ . 
ï 46 

The '~a Hy )Press, 
1 

which had applauded the actions of miners in 
1 

other areas l.U qui tting the U. M. W., was ,less than unqua.l.ified 

in its support of the Drumheller secessionists: 

... of course, every p lic-spirited citizen prefers 
seeing an all-Canadia union in the field but when a 
Canadian union allow Communists to take an active 
part in its program, . t does not repre1t C;lnadian
ism at all ... Eli~inati n of Reds would 0 a long w~y 
in winning pu~ic symp thy. 
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'The miners of.i>J)istrict' 18, of course, had had"1itt1e "public" 

sympathy" during their years of struggle in the West, and 

could probab1y get along Just as well_without it now. The 
t 

important question is the degree of sympathy that the "Com-

munist lt Red Deer Valley Union e1ïcited from the miners them-

selves, a factor which is, unfortunately, rather hard to measure. 

Of the 1,600 miners emp10yed in~e field, only 800 partïcipated 

in the referendum of June 21, the resu,J.ts oL wjlich are produce 
l' 

below (Appendix E, Table 2). The referendum was conducted very 

has~ily, ~nd may have been bloçked by the U.M.W. in several 

. locals. Many mine workers, moreov~r, may have'been out of the 

district seeking temporary'emp10yment at the time. While ,the 

Red Deer Unio~ claimed 90% support for It~ strike c~11 of 

June 23, the operators estimated that onJy half of their 
48 

workers participated. The truth perhaps' lies somewhere in 

between, pointing ta the probable conclusion that a1though sorne 

~ workers remained loyal to the U.M.W., the majority did not. 

ct The Calgary Herald opined that the new y,nioll' "seems to have the 
, 

majority." Conroy's statement that he could have been crowned 

"King of Drumheller" had he abandoned the U. M. W. of A. would 
.' 50 

also seem ta bear this out. 
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Although Many mines were completely idle at the time of 

the strike, others were open for developmental work, and were 

heavily picketted by the supporters of the Canadian union. An 

important point of conflict was at the A,B.C, (Alberta Block \ 

Coal Company) mine, part of the empire of Je~se Gouge. Gouge 
o 

was the largest operator in the Valley, a strol1g supporter of 

the U.M.W., and staullch opponent of "communism" in the coal- .. 

fields. On June 25, a minor riot broke out at the A.B.C. ~ates, 

as U.M.W. personnel Jought to cross picket lines, and Drumheller 

was invaded by a stro'ng detachment of Alberta Provincia,l Police. 

On June 26, two of their number fired upon a group of four or 

five strikers camped on the high ground surrounding the m~ne, 

grievously wounding 21-year-old'Lambert Renners. A.E. Smith 

describes the shooting in his autobiography, adding the not 

implausible opinion that Tim Buck, who helped organize the 

strike, was the actual target of the police: 

... numerous police were sent into Drumheller. They 
practised ugly methods of intimidation. Scabs were 
imported~ sorne even coming Jfro~ the Old Country. 
Many of these, to their credi~, never entered the 
mines .•. One night without waining (the incident took 
place in the early hours of the morning) the police 

• took a shot at one of the pickets in the glow of the' 
bonfire they had lit ta keep warm. Louis Rcnners (sic) 
fell, shot in the bock. He was arrested and hanâcuffed 
despite the fact that l he was severely wounded .•. It had 
remained a secret until now, that the man standing 
beside the fire beside Louis that night was Tim Buck. 
The police had hoped that Tim was the man who dl'opped 
td earth at the crack of their rifle shot. 

51 
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There ls no way to verIfy Smlth's charges, although the. 

l'est of his nccount is lârgely accurate. Given the prevailing 

anti-communist I1ystel'ia being whipped up in Dl'umheller, the 

Communists had good reason to hush up Buck's l'ole ~nd t0}teep 

him "underground".'': Contemporary newspaper nccounts made no . " 

mention of his presence. The ~police claimcd tha t the group 

had been throwing rocks at them nt the time of the shooting. 
'\ 

They excused their brutal treatment of kenners in draggi~g him 

to )ail instead of the hospital by stating th3t they did not 

'~"diqGover" the damage until later. Not for three weeks did it 

become known that the lad would indeed recover from gunshot 
52 

wounds in the back.and abdomen. Immediately following the 

shooti?gs, Fhe hills around the A.B.C. mine were occupied by 

police and tear Gas was used ta dispersè furfher attempts to 

plcket the Gouge property. As one reporter noted: "the authori-

ties are.evidently working on the assumption that the'new miners' 

organization ls not a lawful one and therefore has not the right 
53 

to picket. " The response of the strikers to these events 

,is weIl desc!ibed by union spokesman John Brooker: 

We fought ov~rseas, but not against ourselves, why 
should police usê guns to shoot our boys, and parade 
rifles and machine guns agafnst us who are Canadian 
c'itizens. 

54 

Paradoxically, the Valley Union's staUl)chest SUppol'.ters 

were the war veterans 1 a group not tradi tiona 11.y sympa thetic 

to militant trade unionism in the Drumheller area. The veter-", 

ans, who were almost entirely Anglo-Saxon, hnd plûyed an 
\ 

(P_ &>1 SiMm ,..._ ...... _--~-
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instrumental role in breaking up in an extremely violent 

manner the "foreign dominated" O,B,U. movement sorne years 
55 

46 ... 

be'fore. ' Conroy, for one, thought it strange indeed that the 

Drumhel1er Communists should march with the Veterans' Associ-

ation under the Union Jack and a banner, reading "We Defended 

Canada 1914-1918: We Desire Justice and a Canadian Union." 

Not 50 incongruous perhaps, when one considers the" inc lina tians 

",of Party personnel like McDonuld, a wur veteran himself, who 

was instrumental in mobilizing his confreres behi,nd the strike; 

and 'Jenkins, whose statement th'ut the v,e1teruns were men who 

"had fought for civilizationll would have been ana,thema to the 

C.P. leadership. The veterans,of course, were not the same 

men who had sa enthusiastically"turred and feathered the radi-

cals of 1919. Years of strikes and unemployment had taken tbeir 
\ , 

tO)I, and this time around they woufd not allow themselves \0 be 

used as employers' paWl1S in the figh t agai ns t, '~,communism." l On 

the other hand, while supporting the new union, the veterans' 

Association stoutly denied any rev61utionary intentions, and 
,f, 

-~ --J took an increasingly activ~ l'ole in union affairs in order to 
'> \ ( 
demonstrate ta the public that "the 'Red' element in the Valley 

was not in control." 
1 

"Red" or not, 

56 

the strike continued, on an only slightly, 
1 -

diminished level of savagery. On July 23 Sherman was mauled, 
, 

although not badly injured, in a fight with McDonald outside 

the Ukrainian Farmer Labour Temple. As the opera tors' desire 

" " ''''~L __ ,,", "t"1 "J, ,~ " 
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ta step up work in the mines, connected with expel'iment'Rl ship

ments of Alberta.coal to th~ Ontario market in 1925, incl'eased, 

so did the running battle on the picket lines at the A.B.C., 

Atlas, Midlandvale, and Rosednle mines. Of one episode we read: 

. (the'returned men) •.. tired of suck holing ta a scab 
and the boss, lets go ovet the top with the best of 
luck ..• cars carrying scabs riddled with stones, many 
of the police couldn' t see .•• THE MINERS WERE MAD .- 500 
men l'eady ta go and 75 women cheering them on w1th th~ 
result that the doctor wa~ very busy and the garage 
will be busy tao one imported scab at the m1ddland \ 
mine i8 dying ... as Jim (McLachlan) would say, '1 was 
not able to be present but heartily approve of the 

1 

event' ••• 
57 

The new union, however, was unable to assert its will 

against the economic realities of the situatio~,·the apparatus 

di the state, and the implacable hosti11ty of the coal operators. 

After,one unsuccessful attempt, Jesse Gouge Got an injunction 

preventing 36 named Ulüon members from pickettin,g the Drumheller 

mines on Augu~t 25, and by mid September, the organization ~ad 
58 

"ceased to exist", and the strike collapsed. Five hundred 

miners in the Wayne area regl'ouped themselves as the "Wayne M~ne 
, , 

Workers' Union of Canada", and signed an agreement under that 

designation with 8 compantes in that field. Other mines, follow-

ing the lead of Gouge, signed with the V.M.W., or went open 
, ~ 

shop. In aIl cascis, the proposed pay cuts were,implemented. 

Aside from the sUffering of families whose members spent vary

ing periods bèhind b'q,l'S (approxima tely 75 of these went for 

trial, although 0111y McDonald and a yilll1g man named Cecil Boone 
~ 

were convicted); the disput~ was capped by the tragic exodus of 

, 
, ' 
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scores of blacklisted militants. It was the Drumheller 

strike of 1925 which spurred the creation of the·Communist 

legal aid organ~zation, the Canadian Labour Defenc~ League, 

which was to prove of inéstimable value ta the ~i.W.U.C. 9uring, 
59 

the 1930's. Most importantly, the division of the miners of 

the Valley into weak and divided organizations had destroyed 

their solidarity and militated against aIl attempts to collec-
l ' 

tively improv~ their conditions for over- a decade. 

The operators' campaign had been triumphant throughout the 
\ 

pistriet. In At1gust the wage quts \vere finally implemented 1 . 

a lcDng the Ço~l ~raneh, although the biggest mine, at Mountain 
~ 

Park, with the U. M. W. of A~, as did Brule on tte C.N.R. 

International, however, scarcely remained as a 

By summer's end,1 its entire executive.had 

resigned, th affairs of District 18 being plaeed in the hands 
,"" 

( 

of Internat'onal Board Member Bob Livett from Coleman. Livett, 
F 

along with J. Morrison, ruled directly without eleetion 

on beha If of' the Interna tiona 1 for the next Il years. l By 

Livett's own c~unt, the union had been reduced from 34 loeals 
, 60 

\ 
with 8,500 membe~~ to six loeals with 1,500 members in one year. 

1 \\., 

As the Drumheller 'è~ents " had proven, the U.M.W. now ~iffered 
. \ , 

little in praetice fro~,the other "home 10eals" and company 
"-

u~ions ih the District. tt,~as Paul Phillips remarks, 
61 

Itlabour's darkest ho~~tI in the. West. 
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IV 

The -fledgling Mine Workers'Union of Canada, pushed by 

the Comiifû'nist Party, tried to step into this appalling breaeh. 
r 

Out of the defeatcd fragments of District 18 the Cornrrfunists 
G 

hoped to buiIn no less than "a powerful industrial organization 

funct~oning in every coal or metal mining district from 
62 

Vancouver Island to Waba na ,." Stokaluk took the first step 

in convincing the rest of the executive of the M.W.U,C, to cail 

a "l1ational" organizing convention in September, 1925, and invi

~ing repre~entatives from aIl the Canadip.n unions in District -----18, as weIl as from the ore rnilH~rs of ~orcupine, Ontario. He 

failed, however, ta heed the Party's ~dvice to extend the 

invitation to the dissident Le ft- ,Wing of District 26. stbkaluk, 

a man with a genius for maintaining a delicate balance between 

Party poliey and the neeessities of his own position in the 

trade union movement, argued that the presence of the Nova 

Scotians would "scare the' operators" and alienate the right wing 
63 

element in the M. W. U.C. 

Lewis McDona Id, awa:t ting tria 1 ror his many misdeeds of the 
1 .-

previous summer, played an active role in the Convention's ~ro-' 

ceedings (September 28 - October-2), and sat on the committel 

ch~sen ta draft a constitution for the M.W.U.C. He ~onsidered 

the-Calgary meeting, whieh was. attended by 35 delegates claiming 

to represent 7,000 miners a "good reply"" to "the "U.M.W. traitors" 

such as Pat Conroy: 

." 

-----
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.~.the con~ention understood weIl enough that what 
is wanted is not a big splash ahJ little or no orga-
nization, but a powerful industrial union, embracing' 

1 every mine worker ... given th~s, with a fightink PfO
grafu and militant leadersh~p, nothing can stop the 
miners from forging ahead. 

64 

,A new exècu~ive was elected which differed little from the old, 

except for the replacement 0:,yrank Leary by 'Dai Morgan ,oi 

Nordegg, as Pre~iaent. The MiQe Workers Union of Canada con-" ." .. 
tinued to be(.."a1l things to ~ll men"", ,in spite of the rhetoric. 

While the Commmüsts J..iked to think in terrns of a "fighting, 
".. , 1 

organization," the Western Canada CoaJ. Réview expressed the hopes 

, 
... tlie Mine Workers' a c lear 
field- before i t, and mye acceptable 1;0 the opera
tors, provided its off" ers are men in ~hom both 
opera tors and miners a complete trust. They must 
be willing to see eye to e with the mine owners fOrt 
the good of the ipdus l'y as a whole, œather than the , 
meagre alternative Qf 'Grant our demands or"we strike~ ••• 

, 

65 / 

The Constitution o~the organization was a model of sobl'iety", 
" \ 

designed to answer Gritics who sti.!l .believed~hat the M.W.U.C. 
~ 

was, "unCa nadia ù" : 

We believc that the time is now at hand for, the Mine 
Workel's of Canada to form an organization that will be 
of b~nefit to al.l w(}l'kel's, l'cg:1l'dless of creed, cO,lor, 
or na tiona lit Y , and for the purpose' oI estab 1 iShing " 
candi tions fol' the workers of the mining indus try 1 

fhat are humane. Therefol'c we have decided"to f9l'm the 
Mine Workers Union of Canada for the purpose of'estab
lishing by Iawiul means '(emphasis mine) the principles 

"involved.in this Constitution ••• 
66 
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On paper, the Mine Workerp Union of Canada looked impres .... 
67 

sive, with ~3 charters gra~ted to the participating loeals. 
<;) 

It failed 10 attract, however, important groups of coIlièrs, 

" ~ . 
particularly the employees of the Crows' Nest Pass Coal Company, 

l ' 
/ 

who remained unmoved by aIl appea ls ,to disband the "B. C. Miners' . 

Association" in favour of affiliation. Hilleres,t, too, wouJ:d 

not aff:i.late. Of the\ large camps in the Nbl1th, Luscar and 

Cadomin preferred to retain their, "home 19cals" for the ~oment, 

while Brule and Mountafn Park remainée! with the V.M.W. of A.' 
? \ ' / .~ 

The rivalry between the\two organizrttions 111ch WaS to sap th~ 

energies of the miners the yeats ahead had only Just begun, 

although at least one 10 al (Brule) decided to accept cards 

ftfrom any Local Union Sec 'etal:'y' propel'ly certified'" in order to 
68 

minimize its effect. 
"\ ',~ 
~0r , 

,\ t r ~ 

Before year's end, the Mine Workers' Union had suffared an 
, 

important defea~, and had i~s organization disrupte& by none 

other"than the I.W.W. in the Wayne field. Wobbly organizer' 

Sam scarle~~ (Wh~ later joined th~ C. P. C. and worked as a M. W~ U.C.' 

organizer) had come iuto the field ~ollowiug the d~bacle of 

the summer, and provided leadership to m-iners still unwilling 

to accept the "new,regime""of the·operators. The Wayne field·) 

was olosed on the first of December, while the Midland, R.oSedal~ 
a~d Hygrade mines were str~ck shortly thereaftef. Dumbfounded 

, '''IL 

by this breach of contract, the daily press s~ggested that only 

1 

l' 

" 
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"miners "infected with. the yirus of l:adical\ism" would dare,.:to 
, 

withhold t~eir labour pojer in wintertime,' causing_inconven-

'li ience to the opera tors as\ w~ll as the "public". The strikers 

raised demands for a 5% i\lCr~aSe i~ puy, hut unfortÙnately for 
i' 

MoSt, t~~ir action brought few results. Frightened by the grue-

some spee tre 0 f the 1. W. W • \. the ope l' a to.rs s .igncd ano the r n swee,t

heart" contract with the United Mine Workers. Members of the 
1 

International received the 5%, but not those -of the Mine Warkers' 

Un;ion of Canada, who' ha"d initiated the strike in the first plac~. 
1 c, ' 

Livett proudl~ boasted, "tbere has been no ~ncreas~ in wages 
t ., 

of A ~" Afte"r one week the U.1î!. W. mines were 
o 

c,k in operation, wh'ile th~ Wayne men, having been so shame-
1 • 
1 

ly betrayed, stayed'out fO'1' an0:ther two futile weeks of strike 
_70 

• n lost pay., In the aftermath of, the strike, the M.W.U.C. 

Jh:' cJ 'off w~~ abo;"i~hed a t Wayne; t:e ope:u.a tors p~eve~~ed organi-

~e s 1 from proc~7il)g a ',meeting ha 11; and ~he, uni~n in tha t company 
, ,71 

: ! 

, \ 

prllctically cease1d ta existe 

Anoth'er affilia te, the Edmonton afld Di~tric t Mine l'S' 
,j 

'Feqe ation, a1so quickly disappeared. Wi th the expiry 9f the 

1925 contract on June 28, 1926, a strike was declared in the 
1 

fiel· the Federatibn demanding the restorat1,'qn of pre-1925 
, 1 

wage rates and r~cognition as the.Mine Workers' Union of , , 

Ca,nada.' The ~mPl~yel:S, on the othe r hana, "were reparted ta 
1 ~', 

have' d~manded tha t the emPloyees' sigl~ agreements which would 
. '" "0 

have in~lved non-union conditions"and a'-.qumber of E:astern . . "-
rl 

European .strikebreakers to enfc;>rce thElm. By summer' s end t-he 

/,../".~--- ( ",., 
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strike had been cl'ushed and the 'Edmonton field t 0 fell into 
( , .' 

1 72 
the open Slip category, " The last l'emaining 1 

Federati07' at Big V~lley, was smushed aiter t e 1926-1927 

seasoh, when the operator opened up a n~w min 

care that on1y those of strong non-union tenden 
73 ' .• 

on." . The creation of the Mine WOl'kers ' Union 01 Canada 1 then, 

" had had no appreciable effect in halting the cap,italist offen-

sive 1925, despite the brave words and high hopes of its .. 

these, Le.wis McDona Id 1 heal'd the dool'S of Prince 

sIam behind hi~ on February 15, 1926. 

iS" th-reeïyear sentence was for commOl1 assaul t on 
1 

charges st~mming 1rom the 1,925 strike, the case was pl'edictably 
a \ • 

~ \ " 

politiear in nat~re. One Alberta judge went 50 far as to state 
\ \ , r .. 

that McDonald was in jail beca'-\...sc he was a "cèmmunist and an 
74' 

'!. a theist". 'Although the M. W. U. C. launcheda campaign to have 

him f~ed:- there ~bre some in the organizatiol1 who were not 
• 1 

sorry to set him go, i~cluding John Stokaluk. After five month~ 
, ~ 

\ _, 1 

behind bars }McDona Id' s mood had changed to one of despail': 
\4 " 

, , 
'i, 

1 
., 

,,;. ,-'-' 1 
'1'- ," 'ca-

;~~ ••. triing to take my medecine (sic) like/any class 
cO,usc ious worker, 1 wi thout squaking t there are times \) ri) 
when I:a Imos t boil ovel', not on accoil'nt of the way 

;, {.I 

;{ 

1 am,used inside, but outside .. :J/~as glad the North 
came ioto the M,W.U. of C. Surely the workers have 
had enQugh or 'tllat' Amel'ican :41Ùoll, but from reports, 
1 am af~aid of the Valley Iallowing the 1end of 
Vancouver Island (open shop).· You should watch that 
donft happen ••• wha t 1 .someti~es feel afraid of is the 
isolation of the Western miners union from aIl others 
in Canada. We must find cO,1nection8 or die, weo cannot 
hav~ any po~nr by ourse Ives we will Just bocome . 
reactionary (sic) Ol1itcount of our i~olatiol1." 

'" 75 
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FOOTNOT~ TO 
0, 

CHAPTER 1. 

1. ~Kid Burns' in The Worker, October 17, 1925 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The Western Federation had organized the employees 
of the Crows' Nest Pass Coal Company in 1902, fol10wlng 
a grim "accident" which killed 120 men and boys . 
Fol10wing the settlement of a W.F.M. strike ~n 1903, o 

the miners fe lt tha t they had been "50 Id out" by thei l' 
leaders, andl joined the V.M.W. of A. Labour Gazette 
1930, pp. 477, 524; Western Socialist (Clarion), February 
2~" Ao/il 17 and 24, 1903 • .. ~ 
FOllowing a nine months' strike oi the Lethbridge mincrs 
which threatened to ~ut off the supply oI domestic coal 
on the Prairies, during the ~intcD of 1906-1907. Jamieson, 
op.cit. pp. 127-129; Charles Lipton, The Trade Vni9n 
Movement of Canada, 1827-1959 (Mont,real, 1967) pp.114.!.115. 

From $~.75 "to $4.01 per day. L9bour Gazette 1917, pp.612-615; 
1918, p. 367. • 

\ 

Howard P~lmer, Land of tpe Second Chaœe: A History of 
Ethnie Groups in Sou the'rn Alberta. (Lethbridge 1972) p. 30. 

6. )Ibid, pp. 2?6-227./An inquir~in 1918 l'evealed tl1:1t 90.5% 
of Alberta's mine workcr~ were immigrants of one sort or 
another. 

7. Frank W.Anderson. Hi11crcst: 1914, canada's Worst Mine 
Disaster (Frontier Book No. 18) ~. Il. 

8, Saul Alinsky, John L. LewLs: An Unauthoflzed 
(New' York, 1949 p. 3~. For the rcsolutions of the 
Western Labour Conference see Tim Buck, Canada and the 
Russian Revolution (Torontb, 1967). p. 58. 

9. Glenbow Al'chives~ Calgary, United Mine Workers bf'America, 
DJ.strict l"8 Collection! "Minutes, Lethbridge Miners' Union." 
March 19, 1919. Transcripts of telegrams exchanged between 
John L. Lewis an,è David Irvine, Marell 18, 1919. 

10. 

Il.-

Glenbow Archives, 'Wes'1:ern Canada CoalOperators' Association 
Collection. File ,108. "O.B.U. Activities, Strikes,1919-
1920) • J. <') 01 

''I.~·,.~:>4 l~\ 

District Ledger p Fernie, B.C., ~ay-July, 1919. The)'stl'ikcs 
were sparked by Order 124 of the Gove'I'nment' s "niréc tor of 
Coal Operations." This arder enforced the 8-hour day for 
aIl categories of miné labour, and resulted in wage cuts 
for. surface workers and mairltenance men in British CO.lumbia, 
who had,previously worked 9-hour shifts~ . 
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Sorne ,of the blacklists may still be· found in the .Glen
b'ow Archives, Ope;ators' Association Collection Files 
82 and 83. For the text of the V.M.W. agreement see 
th~ Labour Gazette 1920, p. 7~. . 

Glenbow Arc~ives, Operators' Association Collectiofl, 
File 108. Emile Bjarnason, "Collective Bargaining in 
the Coal Mining Industry in Canada" (Unpublished M.A. 
Thesis, Queen's University, 1965), p, 74," An estimated 
3,500 mine workers tôok part in the strike, which 1 

fina Il.Y collapsed on Oc tober 25. 

Labour Gazette, 1922, pp. -479-480. 

Ibid,. p, 661. 

Frank Kûras, "Labour and Coal :;'n the Crows' Nést Pass, 
19-25-1939" (Unpublished M.A. Thesis, University of 
Calgary, 1972)p. 37. , / 

Glenbow,Archives, District 18 Collection '''~linutes, Nacmine 
P>'6al 1559", April 24, July 9, 1922. See Michiel Horn (ed.) 
The Birty Thirties (Toronto, 1972)0 pp. 360, 364. 

"Minutes, Naemine Local 1559", JUly-August, 1923. The 
sympathy strike moyement ls discussed in Eugene Forsey, 
"Economie and Social Aspects of the Coa 1 Mille' n Industry 
in Nova Scotia" (Unpublished .M.A.' Thesis, McG Il University: 

" 1926) p. 174. • . 

19. Glenbow Archives, Opel'atol's'Assoc~ation Coll~ction File 81, 
"R. M. Young to Wm. Sher,man". Septembel' 10, 1923, c: 

) 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

Glenbow Archives, Operators' Association Collectlq?n File 92, 
"Checkoff 1924" 0 

Glenbow Archives, District 18 Collection, "Minute,s: 
Coleman' Local 2633; Brulé Local 1954i Edmonton Local 4119", 

'1924. " r 
GI~nbow Archives, Oper~tors' As~ciation Collection, File 
lOi, "Detective Agencies", "C.E. Pratt to R.M. Young", 
April lI, 1924. 

Glenbow Areh~ves, ~istrict 18 Collection, File 19, 
"Financial Support, 1924 Strike". 1 

24. Intervi~w: Adam Wilson, former mine worker, In-oo l'nati onal 
Coke and Coal Company, Coleman, Alberta, June 1976, at 
Calgary. " 
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~~~~~n~, November, 1924. 

January, 1925. 
\ 

For the operators! point of view, see the Western Canada 
al Review, various numbel's, 1925. 

Moody's Industrials, 1925. pp. 135, 1948 

Left Wing, January, 1925 

Calgary Herald, Marcil 4, 1925 

Glenbow Archives, Lbperatorsl AssociHtion Collection, 
"Clippings Re. Intlustry 1922-192'5" (scrapbook) March-
April, 1925, ' 

Calgary Herald, April.., 171~ 1925. 

Left \Vi ng, May, 1925 
, 
,~ ... ~ 1 

Calgary HeraU'ct, May 22, 1925. 
\ 

Canadian Al1lma 1 Fiaunc ia 1 Review, 1925, pp. (599, 673" for 
interlocking directorships, ' -; 

Edmonton Journal, April 13, 1925, 

Avakumovic, op,cit. p, 45. 

PUblic Archives of Ollta~'io: Communist Party of canada), 
Fil~s: Xi 12, lOC21:55-7)CHerea iter referred to as PAO, 

,Co P. C. Flles) '. 
),' 

Pat Conroy, "Communists, One Hundred Perce,nt PatriotsÔ' 
One Big Union Bulletin, November, 1925. '1 ~ / 

Re~o rt 011 Labou l' Org. 111za t 1011 111 Canada •.. 192{ p. ,~, 
Ga lt Museum, Lethbridge, Alberta, "A 'réement ',8e ween 'the . 
-Lethbr id e Miners', Federa tion and the Gal t Mine, June 3, 
1925 - June 26, \ 1928," 't' 
Glenbow Archive~, Opcrators' Assoclation COllect~~ 
File 83. '\ 

43.~m---a 1925, pamphlet entitled "Steps to Power", 
Buck, Our FighJ __ -for Canada (Toronto, 1959), PP. 
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56-57. 

44. Western Canada Coa 1 Review, July 1925. 
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45. 'For this iilforma t ion l am indeb ted to David Frank of 
D~lhousie University. 

46. Report on Labour Organization in Canada, 1925, p. 181; 
Left Wing, January-July, 1925; Conroy, op.cit. 

47. Calgary Albertan, July 8, 1925. 

48. Western Canada Coal Review, July, 1925. 

49. Calgary Hel'nld, Au!}usi 21, 1925. \ 
ü 

op. cit, ) \ 

l ::: 
52. . \ 

Conroy, 

A. E.Smith, AlI My Life (Toronto, 1949(, pp. 83-84. 

Ca 19ary Hem ld, June 26, July 17, 1925. 

53. Ib~d, June 29, 1925. 

54. Ibid. 

55. See Anne B. Woywilka, "Drumheller Strike of 1919", Alberta 
J istor {Winter 1973) PP. 1-7. The high proportion of 
An lo-Saxons in the field muy weIl have been related to 
the diserimination and blacklisting of foreigners foilowing 
the O.B. U. affaire ' 

\ 

56. COl1roy, op. c it ,1; Calgary Heru Id, Ju ly 30, September 23 J 1925.,' 

57. PAO, C.P.C. Files: Ii l, IA0026-8. Letter to"Comrade Alice", 
probably written by Lewis McDonald, August 16, 1925. 

r' 
58. Repo~t oi Labour Organization in Canada, 1925, p. 182.; 

Calgary Herald, September 23, 1925. 

59. Smit!}, o'p.cit. pp. 84-85. , ' 

60. Report on Labour Organizatlon in Canada, 1925, p.- 26. 
"'? 

61. P.aul Phillips, No Power Greater, (Vancouver', 1967), p. 96._ 

62. Buck,"Steps to Power, 1925" in Our Fight [Pl' Canada, op.cit. 

63. PAO, C.p.C. Files: I, l, lA0029-31, "Stokaluk to Buck," 
September 22, 1925. 
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\J""64. Left Wing, ,'October, 1925. 
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Western Canada ~oal Review, October, 1925. 
-" , . 

Public Archives of B.C., Constitution of the Mine Workers 
Union of Canada, "Preamble"; PAO, C.P,C. Files: X; 22, 
10C2l58-64., Besides McDonald, the ot,her mombers of the 
Constitutional Committee were Dai Morgan, James SlOa1'1, 
Ernest Rees from S~unders' Cree~, and J. McDonal~ of 
Coleman. 

67. Charters were granted to the fa 110wing: Meta 1 Miners: 
Porcupine, .Ontario; Crows' Ncst Pass: Bellevue, Blairmore, 
Coleman, Corbin, B.C~; Drumheller: Carbon, Elgin, Midwest, 
Nacmine, Western Gem, IIygrade, Wa yne; Coa 1 Bra nell: Bryant, 
Lovett and Foothi Ils; ot he 1': Edmonton, Coalhurs t, Leth
bridge, Nordegg, Saunders' Creek, Saunders' Wes t, Canmore. 
From Re art on Labour 01' anizations in Canada, 1925, p.252. 

68. Glenbow Archives, District 18 CollectiGn. "Minutes,Brulé 
Local lO?4", 'Dece bel' ~7, 1925. 

69." Tom McEwen, The Forge G 10ws Red (Toronto, 1974) pp. 58-60. 

70. For reports of the strike, see the Calgal'y Hel'ald, December 
2, 3, 7 and 14, 1925; Labour G~zette, 1926, 1928. 

71. 
, • 1 

See Report ~f the Wayne Conciliation Board, 1928, Labour 
"Gazette, 1928, pp. 827-832. of. 

72. Labour Gazette, 1926, pp. 762,861, and 943. 

73. PAO, C. ~.C~_ VI; 17, - 6B0984. Correspondence to The 
~ Worker, October, 1~7, from John MacPhëraon of the Big-

Valley Local. 

74. Quoted in The Worker, Dece~ber 24,~J.927. 
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75. PAO, C.P.C. Files: 1; l, ,lA0034. "McDQnald ta Roy 'Reid," 
JÙly 10, 1926. 
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Chapter 2 The Vihea t 1ey Regime; 1926-1929 
, , 

1 

The legacy of the batt1ing style of LeW1S McDonald came 

to an end in 1926, with the election 01 Frank Wheatley to the . 
office of the Presidai of the Mine Workel's 7 Union of Canada, 

Far from being 'a radica 1 pariah, Whea t ley'" was, the l'espec ted 

head of the Alberta Federation of Labour and a trade unionist 

of a completely different ilk. Born in Yorkshire in 1877, 
. ~ . 

.. 

Whea tley had dug coa 1 s ince the age of twe Ive in the Old Count ry, 

and fought for the Queen in the South African War belore coming 
t, 
to Canada to work in the C.P,R.'s Bankhead minê, near Banff. 

$ 

Wheatley had a strong ~ense of Viclorian morility (he advocated, 

for example, ,the abolition of common showers in the ,miners' 

wash houses) and is said to have had a mannel' like n "Methodist 

p'reacher". A God-feal'ing Fabian who thoughl that outright 

nationilization of mines was tao dfastic a stap in 1919, 

Wheatley regarded the trade union movement, not as a weapon in 

the class' war, but as a vehicle fol' the spiritual and moral up

lifting of the workel'. His atti tude towards the movemènt is 

weIl expressed by a remark made during questioning by the 

Alberta Government Coal Commission, set ~p td investigate the 
,d, 

miners' quasi-revoll.ltionary outbreak of 1919,. Arguing against 

the barriers of class soc iety which segrega ted and disc rimina ted 

~gainst the working man, Wheatley declared that the miner 

should be able to have the" opportunity to "wear a clenn white 
1 

shirt,as a respectable citizen ought ta do." 

, 
\ 

It was through 

.:' .. ,l' ,. U 

.":"f , 

1 ; 
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Il • 

organization, education and'self-help, not revqlution, that 

people like Frank Wheatler saw ~he emancipation of the 

working class. 
1 
Described as one of a group of "Lloyd George Coalition

ir ts" wi thin the Albi:r a Federa tion after the First War, 

.heatley was one of a minority on the Executive Board'of 
. - 2 . 

District 18 to ~ppos the One Big Union. His popularity in 

the District plununeted as he prectic ted fa i lure for the miners' 

attempt tO'steer a course through the uncharted waters of the 

new unionü~m. The miners, he said in 1919, "are continually 

trying to improve ,the sta tus of the w1!o le workil}.g c lass m<N e-
3 

ment, but with a v/oeful effect on their own materia'l' interests." 

Yet WheatleY'does not seem to have been active in the smashing 

of the new union, unlike David Rees, for example, who earned 

the n\ickname "Reptile R~es" by passing around the blilcklist il\, 
)-...;/.-11 

the District in 1919-1920. 

Above aIl else, Wheatley wai a~ h~nest and principled trade 

unionist. His opposition to the One Big Union was at least 

consistent. He was not a "turncoat", like William Sherman, who 

had jumped on the O.B.U. bandwagon when it had seemed irresist

ible, only to violent disavow the organization after its defeat: 

Wheatley spoke out against irregularities during the District 

elec'Cions of 1921, which were org,ani~ed by Lewis' ha tchetmen 

in such a way that the voters, were required to wrlt~ their name 

" fI 

, . , 
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\1. .. 
on the ballot. He called for a boycott of, the electio~s, and 

for this reason, locals at F~rnie, Mic!;el, Coleman, Hil~rrest, 
\4 

them. Nordegg, Bankhead and Canmoœ did not j:iarticipate in 
\ ~""" 

By l~25, Wheatley was the President of the Alberta Federa tion 
1 

\ 

of Labq,ur, and was appointed as Labour,'s representative on yet 
...., 

another Royal Commission established ta investigate the chaos 

in the coal industry in that year, ' The Commission' 5 391 page 
\ 

Report, while not particularly lucid as .to solutions for th~ 

problems of tHe miners, contains an uncommonly thorough exam-

ination of the coal industry in Alberta -- a fact at least 

partly due ta Wheatley's intelligence ~nd experience as a 

practical miner. 

, 
The Report was critical of the U,M.W. of A.'s recent record 

in the District; scoring the International union for prolonging 

the 1924 stl'îke beyond the point at which anytlling might have 

been gained, and "faili ng ta' recognize the necessi ties of the 
/ 5 

case" with regards ta the lockouts. It is difficult ta 
,;; 

ascertain the degree ta which thes~ sentiments echoed those of 
\ ' 

Whea tley. He seems ta hOave become cOl1vinced a t some point, 

h?wever, of the need for a new organization of miners in 
'-. 

Western Canada. At the same time the Mine Workers' Union of 

Canada was casting about for a "prestige" candidate -- and one 

without revolutionary affiliations -- ta fill its top post. 

Backed by ail factions within the union, excluding the suppor-

ters of the imprisoned .McDonald, Wh,eatley was installed as 

.. 
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President in November, 1926. His first act was to sponsor. 

a resolution at the A.F. of L. Con~ention, which provided for 

the affiliation of the M.W.U.C. to that body, and thus" to 

the National Tra~es and Labour Congress. The success of sucb 

a mave would have resul ted in a fundamenta 1 change, however, -

in th~ structure of the T.L.C., based as it.was on the primacy 

of International unionism 'Bccording to the Berlin formulas of 

1902. To admit the Mine Workers Union of Canada was to expel 

the United Mine Workers of America, a step which the Alb1erta 

Federation of Labour was not prepared to take. The resolution 

f~iled, and Wheatley then resigned as President of the A.F. of 
6 

L.~ 

In his' 1925 pamphJet "steps to Power", Tim Buck had argued 

that if rebuffed by the Trades and Labour Congress grouping, 

a national miners' union in Canada, would be instrumental in 
7 

setting up a rival union central. This is, in fact, what 

happened. Within a few months, the labours bf Aaron Mosher 

of th~ Canadian ~rotherhood of Railway Employees, Wh~atley,and 

many other trade unionists in Canada, fed up with the "Inter-

nationals",. bore fruit with the laU!lChing of the AlI Canadian 

Congress of La60ur • (Ma~ch, 1927). Mosher was the A.C.C.L.'s 

President; Wheatley the Vice President; an indication of the 

relative importance of the two men' s organiza tions. Thus the 

, , 
,;, 
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Mine Workers;, 'Union of Canada -- regarded by some as a company 
." f ~ 1 

union, by others 'as a revoluttonary conspiracy -- was'brought, 

for a time,i~t~ the mainstream of Canadian labour. 

Th~s brought n~ pontradictions to a head within the 

organization. Nationàlly the Communists gave tacit support to 
1 

the AlI Canadian Congress, attracted by Hs avowed commitment 

to industria 1 unionism and i ts opposition to the labour bosse~ 
. 

in the U.S. --,at whose tender mercy the ra~icals had suffered 

much d~ring the 1920's. AlI was harmonious in the minel's' 

union, with MeDons ld in jail and Stoka luk as the chief Cammun-

ist Party spokesman. Stokaluk and Wheatler were apparently qui te 
-

good friends, the older man being said ta have treated the 
, 8 

big Ukrainian "like a son." Everyone remaiqed united ~gainst· 

the Unitetl Mine Workel's! of Amenca, which reached the nadir 
, \ 

of its fortunes in District 18 during the late 1920?s. Sup-

porters of the national union heaped-scorn on the U.M.W. , 

'" leaders' campa ,-gn for a tariff against tlforeign" (i.e. American) 

coal in Canada; and their refusaI to take up "Comrade Wheatley's" 

challeri~e ~or a jurisdictionul referendum to end the dispute 

in District 18. Pushed perhaps bi Stokaluk, Wheatley himself 

drifted towardsthe Left during the late 1~20'~, raising the 
, '1 

slogan of "Nationalize the coal mines", as a fl.rst step towards 

the creation of a "Co-operative Conlm~nwealthtl. He raised no 

objections,either, when more militant calleagues presented 

i 
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i 
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the Most radiea].,sounding resolutions --, dealing with suah 

toplçs a's the defenee of the U. S. SIR. -- to A. C. C. L. 
10 

. Conventions on behalf of the m~nets. 
. , ~ 

II 

deaade. On Labour Day cjJf 1927, the Uni ted 'Mine Workers picnle 

at ~rumheller was d~sr~Pted.by ~up~orter~ of"the 'Mine ~orkers'l 
o 

Union of 'Canada, who ~eekled the \ keynote speakers, JalJles Simpson 

of 

nee great Jimmy was taken to Drurnheller, and 
h ~ as howled down b~ the,miners, who wanted 

non of antiquated stuff ••• Then Livett •• ~triéd 
to speak, 't that was aIl th.e length he got ••• the 
miners want :,pone of it ... 

o~, • Il *" 
,j Stokaluk and Wheatley had b'een in the Valley recruiting 

members for the M. W. Q,. C., and 'L~n October ca lIed a strike, for 
" '~ 

recognit'ion in Dorumheller. Six mines with 700 employees, nO)1e ' 

of whcm,r.laimed the M.W.U.C."had been previously organized by , , 
~ ,~ 

the U.M.W. " were· brought out on Octoœ r 17-. Union recognition, 0 

argued the organizers, was nece~sary to haIt the speed up system 

in the mines, which, they sald, had been respol1sible for the 

. . 
/ 

.. 

" ," 

, ," 

" .' ' 

.,' 
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The str~kf seemed solid~til---tl1e arrivaI of Boh Livett, who 

'/1 \ 

bef/~rSi:g up .cards for the U. M. W., and encou\age -the strikers 

, //gO ?a~k to Il A score of workers, whose ufion experience 

was li ited to a fe<t weeks dur~tion, were >misled tnto seceding'.', 
, 12: 

ae ording to the highly partisan Canadian Unionist. There 

w s 

Liv 

Bob 

ing 

some evidence of th~ llew style of lea~rrShiP: Meet ing 

tt' on ,the street, ~~~atley pOlicielY upbl'a:J.ded him~. asking 

iif he thought he wa'S doing ~he ,,'right thing" by interfer-
1 

n the strike, ins t~a.d of al te ring the s,hape of his face, 
... , '., 

- . 
as 'Kid Burns~ most certailHy,would have' tried to do. Wheatley 

keep the peace on the pick~t line ~s ,we Il. As the 

Unionist's correspondent noted: "it was on1y' with the // 
~~~~~~~~~ . . 
u ,most d-ifficulty that Comrade Wpeatley could restrairi the 

r ,i ~ed-.b160~ed worke;s' f'rom expressin~ their i~dign.ation a~,: 
hif, (U. M. W.) betraya 1 in a corporal fashion." 

The MoW.U.Ç. under Whea~ley proved just as incapable, of 
'1 

cra(Jking the Drumheller, -field as 'the Canathan uiüon of 1925. 
'" .. ~\ b)J 

·It was unable 'to mobil,ize the miners' of the Wayne field to 
~ 

'strike in symp~th~; whil~ it was claimed that many strike 
, , 

\ . 
supporters were worki,ng in t h,e, fields instead of f~ghti,ng 

, 14 \ 
b1-ack legs on the picke,t line. The stl'ike was ca!J.led off 

( . 
on Octobe'r 31, its major result'having ~en a further' inflam-

mati~n of the rivalry between two ~nions. 
'1 ~ ~ •• 

• • " • <> 

, r 
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J ( ~ 
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riarty, expressed the views of many ~hen he railed against 

the "blackleg" tacJ;ics of the U.M.W., but without the soUd 
~. 

a nd\Ctive
l 

support of the runk and file, there seemed little 
, \ 

nope o~ dis)9tlging the International,: " 

l ~er if some of, the old timers of the U. M. W.A. 
ever visualized ,the day whl:ln their orgaliization 

, would have to carry on its work under ' police 
protection, wit~ an operator at the ~lbows pi its 
secretary and /president, contented ly b lowing smoke 
rings? .. '. 

" , 15 

l F6r the ordinaty·worker, the M.W.U.C~/U.M.W. of A~ 

f~Ur was a '~ad' spectac ~ indeed" an indication of' the low level 

to which, trade uni'qn activity had sunk in Distfict 18 sincE/ 1 

• i 
1924-1925. Union militant Jonn' MacPherson, one of those black-, . , 

, 
listed from the mine at Big Valley, Alberta, in 

o , " 
1927, wrote a 

biting com~entarf on the disma1 situatio~'in the District during 
&'.- t.: 

He reminds us Qf ,the, brutal fapt tha t the Drumhe11er strike. 
VI' 

1 

a~proximatel~one-ha1f of the western miner~ remained ~norgaD-

~~Td'c~y e,i~he~ union, andthat neither had made ,a serious effort 

fo remédy,~his ~a~1c ,p~9blem:, ~ 
1 Hf,)ping that the '(K1ine) Workers Union and the U.M.W.A. 

would quit their squabblil1g and get on wi th the o'igan
ization o~f the miners'.in this Scab district. The're 1s 

" lôt's of gr,ound for bath unions i,f they are OU~hJO . 
organi~e, which May s~em questionab,le as' both ,{hese 
bodies seem ta. be tryin~ to seize the few miners who 
are half organ izéd in Drumheiler •• :'We heed a Union, a 
·miners.~ union, ,lirrespecti ve of the name lilf the organ-' 
ization. The open scabbery has.beén al10wed ta ~un , 

~ . ~ ) 

la Dg enoug h. 
•• l , 

\ 
• ... 

.. " ,,,,. 
c, 
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Judging from the vapouring appearing", ill" the press, 
One would almost imagine the only trouble facing 
thE! workers, itS between ,choDsing' a national or inter
na'tiona l union. The bois must fee ~,' very gra teful t'o 
these obliging organizations .. The bnly consolation 
is, that any &hange must b~ for the better, working 
conditions and wages reall)'~cannot get worso. We are 
down so far that the only'change we can make ls upward 
so for th~ loye of the C.~.U. and t~e U.M.W. Lét 
us move .• II' 

16 

The Mine W9rkers" U;Uon of Can~da, despi te the rhetoI:io 

whi,ch. aceompanied its forma~i'Ün 'in '1925, I~ad {oined the general 

retreat of trade uniortism in'~orth America during t4islso-
/ . " , 

c'alled "decade 'of prosperity." 'Productivity in the coal indus-
t / " 

try in most centres reached .unprecedented "heights' after 1926.' 
, \ 

J / 

Yet the mine workers, dümn~t-éèr;. and large ly d isorganized, had, 
. 

failed to benefit ther~by . 
. , 

In early 1928, as nearly aIl of the "home local" agree-
.' 

G ms,lÙ-s signed~nd~;:, du;'ess, three yeàrs ~iou.sly fell due, 

the'· Mine' Work~rs' Unio'n of Canada was presented wi th an oppor-' 
1 

tuni~'. to' de~onst;a ~e 'i t,~ a vowed determina tion to improve the 

miners' conditions in a concrete malner, Union leaders, 
~ , 

having toasted thé' "determination of t Miners to organize 
l' 

100%" at their l~st convention, pressed orward demands for 

" 
a univers,al "district agreement" for aIl M\W. U,C, LoGals, to 

rep.lace th~',l~cal.pacts under which most had worked sinee ,,1925, 
, ' 

Despite the 'vrlion's "respectable" A.C.C.L. t'l'olt, mqst operators 
\ " . 

refused to.~eal w~th it, prompting the M.W.U.C. to calI a 
: 

\ . -, 
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. 
general strike vote in April, 1928. ContraS'ting, the mine 

owne.rs' demands for higher tari(fs against"foreign co~l with 

their refusaI to bargain with a ~ational miners' union (or 

worse still, their preference far the International); Wheatley 

descried the "prostitution of patriotism by capitalists with 
,/ 

nothing but the Most sordid commercial incentive", and bravely 
17 

declared that a District strike was "inevitable." 

The clash, however, did not materialize on any wide scale • 
. \ 

Whl1e on the' one hand tl1e ore rat'ors were broadly satisfied with 

existing wages and conditions, the miners were not yet ready ta 

fight for any improvement, and turned a deaf ,ear to the calls 
\ ~ 

for strike from the left wing. The renewal of' contracts was 

done locally," piecemeal,and largely-on the operators'·,terms. 

In the Crows' Nest Pass, tl}e mining comPJlni~s were not prepared 

to extend formaI recognition to the Mine Workers' Union of 

~ C.anada) al though meagre c~ncessions were grantëd ta the 

"comm~ttees of employees" w~içh dealt on \he miners' behali. 

Under contracts extending ,to 1930 'the minimum raté for surface 

-/ 
/ 

:/-
labour was raised trom $4.~0 to $4.45

o
a shift py the McGillïvray 

-;' ~: 

Cr~ek, Internationii'and West Canadian coal companies, thus 

, giving a sma't break to the lowest paid mine workers. On the' 

B.C. side, the Cr«ws' l'Jest. P~ss Coal Company increased its mini

mum rates by 15 cents pel' ~ày (from $4)00 to $~.15 for ,surface ,. 
1 

labour', for example) as weIl in 1928, under "comp'letely open 

, 

. , 
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18 

ln Le'thbridge t~leàd\ng employer, the C.P.R., 

refused" to negot~ wi th the men- ;'~s' ~ rô~-~ 1 of the 

"absolutely 

M.W.U.C." 
• 

a fter which the l'ight wing e lement in the loea 1 union made an 

unsuccessful attempt to have Lethbridge disaffiliate from thé 
19 

central body.' As the 19~5 contraot l'an to its tlose (June 

26, 1928) theriners and the C.P.R. went into conciliation, 
~ 

wi th the Board reporting favourab lY" to a few of the ùnion ,d,emands. 

It reco~mended pay increases ~o the lo~est paid workers -- from 

$4.00 to $4.25 as the minimum rate for ~urface labour, and 

from $4.25 Ao $4.45 

rates~ The checkoff 

:underground -- lut no cha ngè in contra'ct 

was ta be increased from $.~O to $l.50 pel' 
, , 

pay, but without recognition-of the M~W.U.C. -The Boardls Report 
1 

was accepted by a narrow vote of~12 ta 210 by th~ rank and 
20 

file, and served as a basis of settle~ent with the C.P.R. 
1 -

\-. 
The Canmore local, which had one of the be$t contracts in' 

the District, with min~mum rates of $4.45 for outside labour. 
i... , .. 

and $4.65 inside managed to gef it renewed, with small increases, 
, . 

but onl~ afte~ a" lengthy strike called to protest the firing 
1 21 

«;Jf two men ,wropgfully accused of violations to the Mines Act • . ~ 
\ C~mpanies at Nordegg, sa~ndersl creek,eryant, Robb, and Luscar, 

also sign~d wi t-h, the Mine- Workers! Union of C,anada in 1928. 
, 

The Canadian' Unionist attTibuted these successes to the "care-, ' , . 
,fuI poliey of' rank and f~le administration"- in the M. W~ U;C." . . 

b 

as opposed to its Internationa~ rival. The U.M.W.signed 

,'.~ ~ ') . 
t . 



}' ~ , 
t r " 0l; 

, f 

1 
1 
~ ;,1. 
~, 
'f 

'. > 
~ 

i 

1 , , 

'" 

..... 

~ 

0 
1 " 

{;, 

7U ••• 

l , 
agreements ,in on1y two camps in the North in 1928 -- M~rcoal 0 ! 
aQd M~untain,park -~ its local at Brulé having been disbanded a 1 

in the same year after the permanent clos}.l!l'e of the Brulé 
po(/' 

min~. 

III 

DrumhelJer witnes~ed the return of ,a familiar face in 

Ja nuary of 1928, with the ~91ease of Lewis MeDons Id ~rom prison, 

afte~ serving two-thirds of ~is three-year sentence. McDonald 

tried ~ard to mobilize support 

heller,. but could find litt le. H 
i 

in Drum-

that aIl the English speaking comrades in le Valley had sinee 

left or.been driven away, ,th the one exception of his wife 

Maggie. As usual, he, did not get on weIl withfue Ukrainians, 

whom he found sadly lacking in militance. He was pessimistic 
"'" 

about the prospect of a general strike in th'B area: 
1 

Il 1 must , 

sa~ l never seen Drrlmhe~l~r ~o God Qamn Dead in my life, really 
" 22 

l feel sure they will aIl sc ab on the lWst ()"f the District." 
\ 

Neverthele'ss, McDonald was elected checkweighman by the men of 

the Atlas ,mine, despi te thelr ~mployer':s threa t .to close down 

operations rather than have the Communist on'the premise~. The 

bluff was cailed and McDonald assumed his duties of r~presenting 

the interests of the eontract miners at the t~pple, the first 

job he had b.~ld sinee b~for'ê t,he Hl24 strike. 

\ 
1 

, " 

. . 
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McDo~ald's career as a trade unionist was fast coming 

to an end. Nominated for Vice President at the M.W.U.C. 

elections in November, he was 6pposed by both Wheatley and 

the ~ Machine. seéretary-Treasurer Stokaluk rallied his 

ethnie ~Wing against his candidature, and ensured his defeat. 
- -

Disgusted by what he rightly felt to have been a betrayal at 

the hands of the Communists, McDonald qU,it the Party and left 

the labour movement, turning ins~~ad to t~é philosophy of 

right wirg national.ism'; of which we shall n~"r more in another 
24 -. 

context . 

. 
The decade would see one last battle in the Valley, with 

\ 
or without "Kid Burns." The dispute came about as a result 

, 
I! of ~. revia 1 of trp.de unionism in the 

be~n largely disorganized since ~he 

striKe of December 1925 (see above, 

Wayne field~WhiCh had 

failure of the I.W.W. 

P'o 51). ThiS: ~rn, 
,~às related to the resistance of the contl'ac ~inel'S in the 

field to the introductions of Ithe "screened rate of payment" 
1 
1 

eoa 1 bYr the mine' owners. Maliagemenf' s pJ.a LlS eqnsis ted of a 
r 

1 

proposaI to pay the miners oniy for sueh coal as would pass 
ë 

fO~ 
\ 

through a l~ inch sereen at the tipple, instead of on • ~' straigh,t'I 
t ," 1 

Il run of the mine" basis of weigh t as previous ly. Tm '!tiè ree ned 
'~ 
.'1\ 

rate of payment" was a- t}l"pical example oI the "speed· up"~! ph~nom-
'. ". 

'enon. In order to maintain His aeeustomed wage levdls, ~h~ 
\ , 

t. (1\ /' 

Iminer would eit'b.ël;" •. hav~,,{_O dig a good deal mo .• re eoal at the face, 

i 
! 

\ .. 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

f 



1 
) 

L-' • 

- . 

, , 

,\ 

1~ ,. 

~ 

0 
•. ;J :~ 

~,..-' , ' 
\ 

, \ 

\ 
\ 

72 ••• ... 

or waste time smashing up larger chunks of the product 
~ 

before shovelling it'~nto the car. On the other hand, the 

operator would either have his coal "cut to size" underground 

fot~ale to the customer, or receive s~gnificant amounts of 

oyersized coal gratis. 

In response, the minors organized themselves as Local 17 

of' the M)ne Workers! Union of Ca'nad~, and applied for a Conc i

liatio(Board to air their'point of view on the matter. The 

Board reported that "the men were alarmed "and fearful of the 

"effect of this change pn their earning power, and were unmis~ 

takably opposed to its introduction.," Under the auspices of 

the Board1 and "with a great deal o~ reluctance and stîll with 

evidence of suspicion:', the miners' repro~atives did, however, 
4 • 

indjJcate a w:illingness t~ compromte on the ~point. The ~creens 

would be insJtalled and the miners wo-U1:q bo paid at the prevailing 

" ~ U.M.W. of A. rates, plus an extra 4 cents pel' ton as combensa-

tion. The men, however, insisted on the re"cogni tion of their 
• 1 

union as added ipsurance., citing the fact that "abuses had 

crept ih, rates" were au~ocra tically roduced (and) men were dis
J
-. 

1 \ 25 
criminated against" under the Opel}' shop regime. This the 

(Ii 
operators flatly refused, while the Board proposed- a· c"G.Il1'promise 

whereby checkoff and meeting privileges be granted to local 

committees of employess, '-'but without re'cognition of the M~W .. U.C. 

T~e Concilia tion Board t 13 Report was he miners, 
" 1 

and a strike was declare~ on Augu~~ 

r'~~ec ted ,by 

l~. Reflec t ng the operators! 

,"'" 

~\ 

, , 
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point of view, the Western Canada Coal Review bemoaned the 
.10 ,_ 

'miners' new-found determination to figrrt for their collect-

ive rights: 

Contrasting the growing prosperity of the Alberta' 
coal industry of recent years and its freedom from 

labour trouble, with the uncertalnty of former days, . 
it is difficult to understand the ~ttltude of the 
Wayne minets in ca llin'g a strike ••• Whi le cOllcurring 

,with the Board's recommendation for a strong union 
wi th\ individua 1 agreements a t each mine (the opera tors) 
maintained their policy of refusing to recognize the 
Mine Workers' Union of Canada. ApPQrently this ls 
the real point at issue, tlDugh it seems no valid 
rea~on'for a walkout: .. 

26 

In October, at the start of the domestic coal season, two 
. ~ 

operators of the six affected had bowed (0 union demands and 
, 

signed agreements with the M.W.U.C. providing for continuation 

of payment on a "run of the minelt basis. The others held firm, 

gambling their win~er 1 s coa 1 orders on the i nabi 11 ty of the 

mine workers toRenforce the stoppage. Recruiting for strike 

breakers centred on the army of unernployed who roamed the~ 

prairie after the completion of the 1928 harve~t. Many, of these 

were in faSlt British miners, the "refuse" of the devast;ating 
. .. 

coal strike of 1926 and its grim afterrnath of mass unemployment. 

Sorne of the 01d Country mi<l1ers if'l the Drurnheller district had 

been clamo:r~ng for return passage pome sinee Jtugust, but the 
27 

\ 

. governments involved paid them no heed, and mady were pre-

sented with the unenviable choi~eSof blacklegging or a very 
l ' .... 

r uncertain dole. The cynical practice,of dumping unernployed 
~ 
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British miners in Alherta conti~ued well into 1119'vmuch ta \ 

the disillusionment of Frank Whea tley, who hl trusted ~ 
_ } /' 28 

LabourÙ;e '~~' Ramsey MacDonald !-~/put an end to it,. 

At any rat~ndetermined number of these functioned as 

strike breakers dll~ing the Wayne strike, as weIl as a group of 
29 

"Hungarians, to whom unionism means nothi ng, " The black-

, legs were issued with 60-day certificatesOwhich enabled them 
, t 

o 

to legally work underg~ound at the coal face, and ~losely 

guarded by the police, who prevented any communication with 
30 

Wheatley op~ose~ direct action which would have reSulted 

in the kind of violen\~e which characterized the 192j strike. 
. " , 

He contlnued;) ta lobby with th,e. fede~al and provincÙl govern-

ments for the withdrawal of miners' certificates to strike -• 
breakers, repatriation'of ~nemployed miners, and th,e Gutting 

... 
off of immigra t'ion ta the stl'ike zon~, but to no a vai 1. The 

use of the blacklegs ine-vi tably pr~oked outb,reaks of violen<;:e 
~ 

on 'the picket Unes, during which union t?fficers, 1 strikers, as 

weIl as company goons were arrested .. ~e striker name~ James 

Rafferty was bludgeoled to death by security guard Gott1ieb 
i ' 

Reimer after making t e mistake"of trespassing o~ company 
h "1 31 

pro~erty on Christmas Evictions 6f strikers from 

company houses and the 1).hreat of s~me contributed to t11,e bitter-. \ 

ness of the st~ike.C Ta ~he Mine Workérs' Union of Canada th; 
, 

Wayne strike was a baptism of fire, which proved it was n6 

• 
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, company union. 

A sa1utary warnin~ to other c~al operators that ~ 
n'a t iorïa l'union pc>s'sess a fighting spir i t and a 
stamina that are not to be trifl~d with, and whi~h 
briber,y.. c::yjolery and threa ts ca~ dO nothing to 
undermine, and which only hunger lnd privation can 
hope to thwart. ~ 

32 

In February, after intervention by a group of local bus-

inessmen who could see only the destruction of the town as a 

, result o( a prolongation of the dispute" a settlement was 

4.1 fina lly reached. S1rikers a t two 'mines accepted oy a vote 

of 2'10 to 59 the introduction of the scree..ged rate of payment 
~-

in return for full recognition of the M.W.U.C; while two 

6ther mines signed similar agreements with the U.M.W., which 
33 

had broken an earlier pledge ta stay out of the disput~. , 

In the end, aIl sides paid a high pFice for the dispute, as 
'0 

the fortunes of the industry in Wayne never recovered from the 

·losses of 1928- ).9'29, and dec lined pree ipi tous ly during the 
34 ' 

1930 1 s. 
IV 

"" As the decade drew ta a close, t~e M.W.U.C. could hardly 
• .î 

look with a great deal of satisfaction at the accomplishments of 

lts first five years in the field., The unio~ had failed to 
(;1 C', ~~ 

reorganize District 18 and regain the lost wages and conditions . (, 

• • of its membership, let alone organize the country. Outside 

of Alberta, it had only locals at Cor?in, B.C. and Westville, 
t} 

Nova Scotia, and an attempt ta begin the a~esome tas~ of 
" 

organiziag,Vancouver Island in 1928-1928 ha~ provea fruitless. 
, \' 
". l'f'~ ... 

.:. '1'0 ~ 
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Qui te apart from the large number of mines whieh remained 
~ 

"open phoplJ after 1925, the M.W',U.C. 'bonstituted only a 

"paper organization" ii'! m~llY of its own areus of jur~sdict"Lon, 

especiailY in the important areu of the Alberta Passo Eor the 

miners, the decade which had followed the cr~shing of the a.B.U. 

had beell a heartbreaking stOl'y of struggle, defeat, and finally, 

quiet resignation.-- a retreat on ulmost aIl fronts which ,the 
l ' 

M.W,U:~ had proved unab~e to haIt, Frank Wheatley! w~~ting,on 

\J 
thestaté of the west~r'l~ coalfield at 'the end of his ~ tenure 

as M.W.U.C. President, sounded a gloomy note indeed: 

., i 

... the mine workers know that no industry can hope ta 
succeed~when it is conducted by the methods prevalent 
in the Alberta coa lfield. ProH ts cunnDt pel'manently be 
sBcured, or bankruptcy avoided, by CrUCifY~' n the workers. 

, For the miners and their dependents, the m'smanagement 
of the coal mining industry is fraught wi h tragedy. 
In their humble homes theproducers of 50 much of the 

·nation!s wealth, have few of the comforts, and none 
of the luxuries of civilized life. the chi1dren, il1-
fed and barely clad, are'often unable ta go ta school 
on wintry days, it wou1d be a crime ta send them -
better an ill~terafe child t,han il deud one, .. the mine 
workers on t,he job are relue tant to exert economic 

pressure wh.ich might have the effect of bringing 
apout a shut down. --'Col1sequently conditions drift from 
bad to worse. As misety loves compafly, the mining . 
communities have split into racial groups. This 
segregation is not of course cOl1ducive ta the deyelop
ment of a true Canadi~n citizenship, it leads rather to. 
a general demoralization df the workers, and the preva-

. lent discontelÙ is largely a reactiol1 ta the condi tions 
whieh existe 

35 

-Inseeurity, unde;remploYQ!ent, poverty, ethnie segregation; 

aIl these probiems had began to plague the eoal mining 
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of the West long beiore ..the stock market crash 

of 1ate 1929. With the onslaught of the wo~·~t Depression 

Canada had ~v~r seen ~in 1930, these prob1ems woù1d get far 

worse. However, the"lid was 500n to b10w off ,the superficial 

calm in the conlfields. ·Alluding 'to the growing discont~nt 

" • CI \ 

amongst the miœrs, $heat1ey had argued for the e~tablishment 

-
of yet another Roya 1 Commission to look into the prob1ems, 

• 

and to propo,se plans which 'could be implemented to put' the coal " , ,.. 
industry b~ck on its feet. 

. 
H~ was sadly out of joint with th~ 

o 
r 

t{mes. As t~e in~flstry ~ook ~ dangerous s1ide townrds nenr 
, r 1 

. , 

total coll~pse, class antagonisms,would ~harpen, and the miner~, 

, having 11tt1e -left to 10se, wou1d increasing1y resort to 

strike action. For the Mine Workers! Union of Cnna'-!ll, the 

changed conditions would bring forth ne\v and, a.ggre,ssive'· 1eader-
~ , 

, 
ship, personified by spôkesmen of the Communitist Party and 

« 

it~.programme ~f s.truggle, Itclass against c1ass~'. The line 
. 

of moderation pursued by the Wheatley regi~e had failed the 

test, and a'new one was in the ~ffing . 

. , ' 
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THE THIRTIES 

Chapter 3 The Worke~s' Unit y League 1930-1932. 

1 

The upper ebhelons of the Communist leade~ship had been 
, , 

far from happy with the statc of affail's in t'he Mine Workers' 

Union of Canada during the r~~t years of the Wheatley regime. 

Citi9g the "exhaustion" of lhe wOl'kel's as the underlying cause, 

the Internat iona lewas dlsmayed b y the lack of mi li ta~cy on the 
, , 

part of Canadian miners, and the apparent decline of Communist 
1 

influencé among them during the late 1920'5. Beginning in 

January, 1929, the "International Committee of Revolutionary 
. ~ 

Miners" ïn Moscow exhorted Canadian comrades to redouble their 

efforts in the coalfields, with a view towards unitillg aIl the 

country' s miners, coa 1 and meta l, into a single !ndustrijl,organ-
2 

,. 
, 

ization. The new Leftis t policy of "Class against Class" 

adopted by the 'Internationale in 1928 began to reflect itself 

in the Canadian contest, and the support which the Communist 
, 

Party had gi'ven initially to the AIl Canadian cCalgress of ' 
• <-

Labour gradually evaporated. A Trade Union Educationat League 
() i .' ~ J 

~ 1 

circular s~nt to th~ M.W.U.C. leadership prior to the dongres 
" , 

1 \V" 
Convention of 1929 stated thàt the "high hopes. in which Many 
. . 
militant trade ,unionists throughout Canada héralded the 

J ___ .... .. 

inception of the A. C. C. L. have beeu severely shaken", and urged 
o 

the miners to "bring the A.C.C. L. b'ack to the path of reality 
~, \. L~ 3 

and the olass struggle lt 
•• However, by"?late 1929 the Party 

\ 
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h'ad already given up on the ,Çongl'ess, as i t pl'epared to launch 

it's own ùnio~ central,' th.,e .worke,rs'> Unit y League. Tom McEwen; 

former Se'c retafY 'of the W. U. L., w'l'l tes: 
~ , 

"This 'pure Canadian' A.d.c.L. wn~ no more'iQ~el'ested 
ln Qrganizing the unorganizcd in Canada than wCl'e'thc 

\ 

A. F. L. c r.aft, unions. Its a tti tude oi ullconce\,n tewards 
a growing army of joble'ss WOl'kEHS was e9ua11y a's ca.110us 
as iha t of the. Trades .and Labour Congre!ijs .• '. i ts leading 

,lights likè Mosher .. ,. v ied, with :.~ T. L. C.' for 'equa li ty' , 
'recognit~on~ a~d 'respec~ability" in the ,Establishment 

, sc'hème 'of, tlnngs ..• rarèly", if ever, .did î\~ do more j:han 
pa.~ Hp' se.rvic~ to the organiza tion of ut;1Qrganized '" , 
wor~ers .. 'Tliat me, nt strikes, picket line's,' struggle -7 

. whiéh ·Î:l.t3tther. the ,A. F. L. -T. L. C. 110r the A. C. C. L .. hier
'~arc(hy h.âd,an:y s,tom ch for • 
.( 1 0

",;,,, ", 

. 'The formation of 'th Workers' Unit y Léague was tberefore, 
'lin .~sence: the' for atioll of 'a new i'evolutionary trade 
Uni Il centre, given he authority by ns founding con- , 
vent ~n td~~harter union lb~als, councils and regional-

j , 

fedetatlons .•• To piQvide a trade union structure, organi-
za t ion and po licy, designed te mobilize "the full s t r,en~th 
and maximum unit y in ~ny and'all econom~c and politieal' 
sti'uggles. And ,to regard the strike as labpur's,key . 
weapon in determining the sOcial,and econQmic returns ior 
the ~ale and use of its creative labor power. 4 

The man bhOSen,bY the Pa~ty Ito.~ring the message of t~e 
Workers.,~ Uni ty League to the mi ners was a f'iei"y youn'g revolu- 7"[ 

> , ~ .' 1 1 

tionist nained Ht\rvey Mu~rphy, later of ,the'-B.C. Distrio..t of the'" 
.. ... ~ 1 ~ -

, 
t , t ;'0 

J 

1 

'International Union of Mine, Mill and Smélter',workers. 
r , • 

A Iffe~~ ~--=-
, . 
, " 

-long Gomlnuii'ist and labour man, M\lrphy was 'one of thJ few work-', , 
" . , 

log class;leaders li t~ls country,tG co~lne reVol~tlonar~ z,al 

with a passionate' commitÎiiêfl.t t,o ... ·the fradé ullion movement. 
/ \ 

\ ' 

Through a eareer in the1 labou~ 'movement sp~nning over four 
.. f ' \ ~ 

décades Muxphy ~às at the' centre of lIlanyctta 'b~'ttle, and ùltima-
.' ~ '. 

te],r. wàs to earn the' resp~ t of friend and fo Fllik~.> U'nfor"': \. 

tunately, he' has. yet to reeèiv due reeOgnitiov~ in th~bistory 
1 ~ (l ( \ ,\ -

• " " ;~; l" /) ~. ""-.,if 0i 

-~ .. ' 
~.,r' 
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5 
cf.f tha t movement. ), j ( ", 

1 f" 

A lthough only twentY-,four yéars 0.1.1 a ~ 'the t~me ,of his 
... ;.J ~'"""" 1 

.. '!'o " /'1" 

-appointment as District Organizer for thé cOmmulli-st Party in 
-, 

~lberta, the short 1 ba Id-headed MUrphoY,:r'bad a lreacy acquired 

the· repu ta tion of "ha ving a way wi th -the workers" and beingf ' 
" 6' 

~ 7c\aék labour Orga~iZer" 'Born in Kitchener in 1906, he 

was introduced te tra'<ie unionism during the brief episode of 
1 --..._ • 1 ' • 

. ' '\ O. B. U. inspired 'industrial union agi'ta tion which swept through 
' .... ~---. 

southellll Ont'a rio after the war. l!is ,fami 1y moved to Ta.: onto, 
, , . 

the centre of the fledgling Communis in Canada, in 

1921. In 1924 he went to became involved 

in the "Young Proglfessive Miners' part,of a 1arger 
.. "'1 ., 

1 movement ~i thin the U. M. W. of A., led by John Brophy and the 

Left W~ng, to oust the Lewis machine. La el' he returned to 

Canada, working in the auto industry in the border citie~. As 

an official fn the A.C.C.L. 's "Automobile Work.ers' Industrial' 
. 

Union" in Windsor he was embroiled in the fii'st unsuccessfu1 
1 

a ttempts to organize in this sec tor. In 1928-1929 Murphy 

gained some prominence in labour circ les by his leadership of 
• 7 

the strike of rivetters at the Hamilton steel'plant • 

The manner in which he assumed leadership of the 600 

unorganiZld orkers nt the steel Pla~t is" typical of the Murphy 

stYle: 'Wh n he. first arrived at' the factory gates t)le men who 

had walke out were being urged to give up the str~g~le by a 

t 

'" " , 

., 

\ 

, , 



. , .... 

, \ 

\ . 

.Q 

84 ••• 

foreman named Flaherty. 'Murph~ stood up and took a vote: 

"AlI those in favour of teiling F1ahel.'ty to J;.o' ,to hell l'aise , '. 
your hanqs". They aIl did, a nd the youn~ ol'ganizer was in 

. , 
command for the duration of the six-week strike. The tac tIcs 

of the picketters were aggl'essi't'e\' 1nc luding the use of tI a 

bounteous crop 01 smal~ hard ~PP1es~ as ammunition in fights' 

with scabs and police, and the grèasing of n~arby trolley 

tracks in order to, in MUl'phy' s \yords, "bùgger up the transpor-
8 

tation into the plant'". 
, 

In the end, 'aCc.9.l'ding to Tom McEwen, 

·the steel workers won a few concessions and gained valuable t, .. 1 () 9 
1 

experience which was to stand them in good stead in later years. 

MurphY first travclled west in the 1920's, as part of the 

annual harvest excursion army which roamed the prairies in search 
, 

of work in the wheatfielqs. His purpose iin 'late 1929 was more 

missionary in Qature: to wean the rank and file of the Mine 

Workers' Union of Canada, as. well·as District 18 of the U.M.W. 

of A. aQd the home locals, away'from the "labour fakers", and 
1 

. to line' them up into the W. U. L. ranks. The task was not as 

~imple 85 might seern, for the Communist Party orgapization in 

!If Alberta was not .united,,ebehind the endeavour. Very soon Murphy 
1'"' 

, 
: ' 

\ 
" 

~ame into sharp conN.ic .. t with, in McEwen's words, the "little 

tin God" of the Crows' Nest'Pass, "Big John" Stokaluk, who 
. 

had recen~ ly returned to the provirîèe a fter severa 1 lI'Ionths 
, 

absence, prob~bly on~nian F.arm~l' Labo:ur Temple. Association 
10 " .. "~~" 

bUSi~\ess. ?hrO~ghout 1930, the 'C.p.o in Alberta was rent '"p 
.) . 

" 
" . 

( 

, 1 
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division betweeJl Ithe supporters of Stokaluk (t e right) 

on the' one hand, and those of Murphy and nationa headquar

ters (the 1eft) on the other.' 
,,-

The roat gause of the canflict between Stokaluk and 

Murphy -- and, to a certain cxtent, Stokaluk and Lew~ McDonald 

as we 11 -- can be found in ~he basic make up of the" Communist 
, 

movement in Western Canada. The C.P. had .not sprung, êthena-
'- . 

',like, from the body of the prole'tariat followi'ng the .inspira-

tionfl example of 

lOgic~lly enough, 

the Detober Revolution. I\t' rad developed, 
\ • 1 

from the pre-war soc ia list movement iri the 
\ 

West, which had been composed, in the mainr of \wo major graup-
1 \ 

, \ 1 

lngs. The firS't of these was the Socia list Party oJ C nada, an 
" ,,,., " 

ell te group of Marxist ideo1agues fram the Ang'la-Saxon communi-

of ·ty which had provlded the leadership.during the upsurg 
, 1 

'~.<b 

r.evolutiona ry ae tivi ty wi thin the trade union movement in 1918-
." 

1 : 

1920. Christophel's of District 18, R.B. Russell of the Winnipe,g 
, 

\. 

railway shops, and Ginger Goodwin of the Trail mine and smelter' .-
'" 

workers' union had aIl been membèr7i 0.[ the Sdcialis't Party. The 
'.II ~ , 
<>. . 

other strain of the sapialist movement derived.fram the ethnie. 
, \' \ " \ J\ ~'I'" ,\" ,'\ \ ,\ , , \ 

Organi~onstt., su~~ as f~~f..Uk~aipia~ 'Farmer Labour "mass 

T~mple 

Pa rty)' 

,~ \ " l 

Associa'tion (formerly the rainlan, Socia~ Demacrat-ic 
1 

ànd the ,F:Î.nnish Drgànizat'± These orga.niza tions, wllich 
r .. "" • 

,\ . 
grew out ~f the expe'rience of tli _Most exploited sections of 

the Western Canadlan work~ng clas,s, the "foreig.n" or non-Anglo

Saxon imm'igrants,: had a cultural and social ~s well as a 

. , 

',. 
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po l i tic a ~ d ime,n;:3io n. Throughout the West the Communist Party . 
and its' ;,elated, organizations did in faet pro\'id'e a vehicle 

\ 

for the collective expression of the social 'and c'ultural aspira-
I 

tions of people so often segregated fro~. the ttmainstreamtt by 

barriers of geography, langUage;~eCOnb~c 'statuè, and prejudice. 
• a . 

" Moreover, they 'also played the roie of ,benévo).ent societies; 
. , ~ , /' , , 

to the immigrants, as weIl 

j ,-

provid~ng essentiai s~cial_ services , , 
Il 

as providing ~ cent,rt f~r trade ,union -and political activities. 

It was tIlis element,' which provided the ttrank and filett of the 

Communist Party. In Albertlin 1930 95% of the C.P. membeTship 

'was ~foreign" in ~rigin, although mos~ of the leaders w:~e"" , ,c:J 
\ 12 r , 

Ang lo-Saxon. '(Wï thin the miners' .movJment, a probably exag-

~erated estima;te of Party membership a-. the time ·of Murphy's' 
1 • 

arrivaI stand~\at 600, of which 400 w re to be found in the 
" 13 ,. 

"mass' organ~<ZatiOl'l;,s. ft 

Communist involvement in the day ',to day life of thê immi- .. 
grant wast, therefore, \an Integra l part: of 'i ts structure in , 

..,' Canada. !, A Ieading apostle of, anti-conUnunism, Watson Kirkconnell, 

saw it as one of the Party's strongest points. In the 1940's 

he argued for the banning of the "mass organizations" on the 

grounds that they conc~led thei~ true seditious character "under 
• r Î 

the guise of cuttural, educational, and athletic activ'ities, in 
) 

oi-der to lure more flies into 'the web". As for the Ukrainian 

Farmer Labour Temple As~ociation, which was by no means r,estric-

ted to Ukrainians only" he wrote that it was "the largest~' 
"" 

~,"', ..,. 
, , 

.~ . 
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,14 
oldest and Most subversive of them aIl." Daniel Lobray, 

. 
an ex-mamber of the Association, declared that it was "more 

influential and harmf~l than the Communist Party itse1f, for 
\ . ' 15 

without the former the party' wa's powerless to do anything." 

The power and inf1uo11c e of the "mass ol'ganiza tions" was 

regarded with, mixed feelings 6y many revolutionisis themseives. 

Emphasis on the "foreigner" obvic;ms ly led to sec tarianism and 

o 

Moreover, the "mass ol'ganizat~ons" 1 ln ving at least 
1 

some members who were not priJrtal'ily att,,~a'cted through politic"al 

commi tment, tended a"t times towards ~'Irig~rt devia tion". Both 
~: 

McDonald and Murphy decried the conserva tive. tendeô~ies of the 
, 

U.F.L.T.~. in Alberta. They viewed the accumulation of pro~' 

: ~~erty and be:evolent fUI1~s by Ithe Organizatioras:,~}ncompatible. 
with participation in the revolutionary move~nt, P~rty loyalty, 

and ptilLtancy wi thin the Mine Workers' Union. Backed by the 

UrF.L.T.A., dtOk~lUk refused to co-operate with Murphy and 
, 

resisted the Party'st\plans for' the M.W.U.C. -- disaff~liation, .. 
from the AlI Canadian Congress and the ousting of Frank Wheatley 

-- as reckless" adventurism. For Ilis pa rt, Murphy _ cJ,enoul1ced the 

U. F. L. T. A. as a "'prov.e1n righ-t. wing. bunéh" and triéd hard to 

tecrui t "good fighting Anglo-Saxons who have no' Templ~s or 

W.B. A. '8 (Workers' Bepevolent Associations) to look llfter," 
16 . 

into the Party ranks. The f~ght withill ;hà radi'bal ranks in" 
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th'e mineis' union was a -roi,crocosm of a largEi!.r ,str~g.gle within 
, ~ \, \ 

the Communi'st, Party which accomp\unied the inauguration of the 

new mil~tant iine of ItClass aga~nst ~lass"--. Throughout danada 

in 1929-1930 Communists wel'e di6tracted "'-by t;le' clash with the ... 

entrenchecl "right 'Wing~, in t~e ~thnic associations. 17 ;"", 

Lewis' McDonald had 'gotten InOWhel'e tin his' sttrugg~e against 
, / 

the Stokaluk faction within the union durin~ the 1920's. One 

ref,so"l1,' no doubt, was t~e fac t tha t his c rit,~~~e reflec ted his 
.. 

pwn contempt for the "foreig1jel's'~ as much as any ideological 

cons~~~tions., Although MUl'Ph~ may have valued ail English 

Communist more high-ly than a "Uke" " there :ls no dQh'bt that his 

major motivation was ideological in the bat1tle with the "rlght 

w~ng" .bater' on, Murphy' became the major spokesmq.'n fo'~' the 
1 

for~ign éomfftunl ty in thèCrows' Nest pass; and there ls litt le 

eviden'ce of the same kind of extreme chauvinistic tendencies as-
\ 

o " , 

characterized McDoriald in Murphy's makaup. Mo~é important in 
, \ 

his success agaiJ;lst "Big Johnlt was tl~e ~upport ~ th'e nat iona l 

,leadership, backed by the we.i.ght o'f the dec isi01 s of the . ~ 

Internationale. From December, 1929, when McEwen, acting on 

Murphy' s adyice, barred St0k.a~k ~rom underta~in~ ol'ganiz,a tiona 1" 

work in Drumhéller, the laiter's 'sta-t~s continued W dec~ine. 
1 

Demands by'various Cbml1)unist and U.F.L.T.A. groups in Alberta 

, 
< if 

~ 

for MltrP.tt'y' s reeall fell on 'deat' ,ears 'at Toronto C.P. head:- r./-~---
, ,J" 
quarters. At one point Stokaluk and a'lmost' aIl of the Ukl'ainian 

,Farmer Labour Temple Associa tion ~oml'ades 'ii, Coleman were . ' 

1 

expelled from the Party for their truculence. Eventually, however, 
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"~ .. 

th~ latio"nal l,eadersh!'p reali'zect :it 'could" not smash the 
f ' .. , " 1 

, . 
e~hn C 'asso~iations' withaut destroY,ing i~l:fê)f in' the process,-

1 

and" a~cornpromise between 'the w.ar~ir,;g :(actio'hS wns worked .. out. 

In Al e'rta Stokaluk a net his ~ supporters were u 1 tima te l'Y relo-' 
, \.' , " '. ,18 

stated, although Murphy and the W.U~L~·policy remained. 

inori ty, IIp,,ever, was Hot'· Murphy','s main 
, \ 

, - \1" , ~ 
He chad t reaç h tl}e ra~lk a.rld fi 1: of the ':lnion, who 

---~ ~ '" 

held t e ~oies whl h could al~n~ o~ert~rn jhe Wheatley regime. 

He spr ri' the gos el' of the c las' st;u'gg-le and the Workers' 
p ~ 1 

l , 

wide in ev ;y major mining town in Alberta 

dOllar~ tha/ t le min'e;s ~r;ditionaliy'~ofi,tr1-
4. " • 
'/' "4 ( 

to 'speak rs at their s~ntlarl aftérnoon~gath~rJùlgs. Wheatley, 
, . / o· l ' 

l '1 ' 
• 1 1 l , 

he "ait, woas. tlgood leader f6r' ~ineÏ's who re sJan~ing sti l 
" . '1 ! : \ . 

as la row of' ence pos tif.: ( i' Appea l ',ng to t~e "~, e 11iou tra i-

th 

Unit y 

li~n 

of he mi ers of" thi~/ ciisiric t ls,' one\ ba ttl(e ag~ 1 llst th 
. . 20 .. l 'f \, ~ • 

ders 

.Jof/the vement." H;i.s,message 1 /,?ug~; dil'e~t" and incre~s-
irlgiy i~ tune wi th the times, a~ e ~o~\:c con i trons gr w \ 

, 1 1 \ 

e t o~ llis ,worse during the o. 
/ 

/ , 
some~imes had to be Ohecked by he d uarte . Afte~ read'ng one 

, li / \ 

of Murphy' s despatches ,from Alb l'ta, Tom '\MC wen "t"eplied 
"r': ., f ~ 1 1 \ ~ 

Murphy, 1 .ld like to ask y,6'tl •• about 'hunger mal' hes' L,( 

anp t'he da'mn fool demand ••• fJr he aboli tion of th.e ,J 

Alberta Prov ncial Police.. If ,:you ca,n tell. me 'that he 
tempo of the miners in District ~8 is such thnt the \ 
are prepared to follow up thi~ d~mand, then you have.a 
revQlutionar situation unpa~àll~led in Canada... . 

o / 21 '\ 
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\ V/hile, bemoaning the 'il~activity 'of ma~lY of ,the C.P. 

branC'~ies a\1~ lheir preoccupa tion with, I~ cu~ tu~a ~ wori'" in thes'e 

reporis to Toronto, Murphy wa~ s~~griln about~the ~OSSibility 
1 \ . ., Il) 

\ 

of suC/cess:' 
l ' 
l " • , 
••• the sit\lj}tion, for the , P::trt y in the mining fields 15 
splendid, and ~,hé mine 1'~ ,a l"e for O,~e ,M,inel's' . Union in 
Ca nada, and un~on wi th ~ova Seoti,a ,\ they wa'nt leader
ship and we must supp11 this .. :tp~ machine-inside of 
tbe Mine Workers'. Union; of Canada is weak and with a 
real fight we can,smash them. 

22 

The·,~treal ~ight" began in ea1'n65t in February, ut a Mine'Workers' 

Union br Canada Scale convention ~n Caliul'Y. ~~rphy'und Jan 
• 1 ~ , • 1 1 

Lakeman of the Edm~nton C. P. 'branch we!e pr~sènt, and played . 

à ôonspic'\tous role in t'he .. pl'oceedin-gs. James Sloan, the Sec·re-
. ' . 

tary o~ the Lethbrfdge local, a 'Leit Wingei' .but not a Party 
'. ,~/" î -

'member, kicked off the debu te by present ing a "Uni ty" resolution 

to the con~entionJ on beha If of ·~·he IrMin-ers' Sec tian of the 
, , . , 

Workers' . Uni ty League": 

0, 

.•• lth Lhe present chaotic organizational condition ••• 
üni ed action of\ the mihers'is,practidallY impossibIS •.• 
'tod y the operat~rs a'e 6n the"offensive, and are pre-
pari g to still WOl'se,n the work:l,ng condi tions and to 
lowe our already ,too--low stândard of living •• only by 
unit d action of aIl the miners,in tHis district'can 
we su cessfully repl~ to'the a~tacks of the coal opera
tors ••• Only on the basis 6f -a Militant Fighting Program
me anef. lead~rship cian we ulli te the miners once more, 
int? o~e fightirig union ••• We resolve that at once a" calI 
be Sent out tO'all miners for a Mass Rank and File , 
convi,mtiorl.' •• that will b"ring together all miners regard
le~s of what .union they belong. to ••• to bring fOl'ward 
such a programme and leadership that will successfully 
rally alf' the miners to put up a united E!t!uggle. 

23 
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:( 
'Ihe resolution, which was corr~cÜy' perceived as 1 

"Communist-insPi~eJ~, b'y the M. W,. U. C. 'leadersbip, was designed 
l ';. . 

to polarize sentiment on the W.U.L. question, by appealing ta 
" 

the miDers'r very iea 1 des.ires ",for leadership in the 'fight , . 
against the effects of~ thé depressiôn.' A 'miner from Canmore 

expressed a preva lent viewpoint when he askecl: "Wha t difference /, _ 

does lt make where the resoJution came from, as long as it 
,24 

offers some ground for the rrïiners to fight on?/, The W.U.L. 
. 
pap~, the Western Miner, whieh first appeared on February 20 

\... 
in Lethbridge, stressed the fac~ the members of the growing 

,opposition mov.ement within the M.W.U.C. were aIl "proven fighters,~t 

as weIl as socialists. It accus~d Wheatley, as weIl as Bob 

Livett, of being a èollaborator, of turning the union into a 
, , 

"sales agency" for the éoa~ intel'ests. Citing the experience 

of 1~25 -- when the miners eventually ?api tu la ted on the promfLse 

of wider markets which failed to materialize -- it'a~gued the 

bankruptcy of 'the poliey of shelving demands in the interests of 
25 ~', 

the Itindustry". 

The present leadership poisons .the spirit of the miners 
(their) talk of:wages being 50 low that the operators 
will not reduce them lower' .•• 15 foolish because the 
opera tors know no pi ty, t'they have proven tha t ma ny times 
in the past ••• there ~re hundreds 0Viners ~ork~g in 
this district for wages ranging fra one to 'two dollars 
a day. 

26 
" , 

~ 

The W.U.L. campaign was genernlly weIl received by the 

M.W.U.C. membership, especially in\the Northern camps, and 

one-half of the union' s 100a1s endorsed the 
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proposaI for' a "Un~ ty" ,convention. ,Ma t ters came ,to a head 
" • :1 

surfac ing of an "anti-Communis t'~ back1ash in Leth-1 with the 
t 

bridge, . the 1argest ,-1oc'a 1 in the P dis tr1.c t wi th over 600 members, ,. , 
and 'the headquarters of th~ Miners' Section of the W.U.L. 

1 

~ , 

Al though not a tradi tiona lly mi li tant cen t re, ,~the leadership . . ~ 

of the local had been in the hands of tlprogr~ssi;ves" since 

1925, and the Party had paid it c10sè attention in preparation 

for the Communist offensive of 1929-1930. ' Tha nks to John 

Hla\dun, an ex-Communi<st who "confessed aIl" to Maclcan's 

.Mag~zine during the Cold War, we hawe a rare) othough probably 
\ 

overly cyn~cal account of the Party's activities there. Hladun, 

a native-born Manitoban,of Ukrainian extrac~ion, was'sent to 

Alberta shortly before Harvey Murphy, and was installed as 

secretary of the 24-man Party branch i~ Lethbridge -- aIl but 

four of whom w~re coal, miners • 

.•. the pa~ty had already prepared a card index of almost 
aIl union men. ".1 wàs able to find out who was known ta 
entertain 1 progressive', if not Communist views', whose " 
social consciousness would be likely to be stimulated by 
~he, judicious application of a' f!ew, free beers: 

, 
Fortunately'both George Roz2Ia. (sic), president, and Jimmy 
Sloan, secretary of the union local, were already sympa
thetic toward the party, a lthough nei ther was a meglbe r-••• 
My line was always this: any successful social movement 
needs a politiqal dynamic; Communism, whether or not ail 
its points of dog~a were beyond debate, was the kind of 
c.reed which aroused men to ac'tion. In short, Comm~nism 
yas a weapon which no conscientious trade union official' 
would refuse to use .•. 

27 
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A~ though Hladun c laimed tha t he became virtua l "boss" 

of the Lethbl'idge loca l" the evidence shows, tha t th~ reaçtion' 
, ' 

of the miners to th~ new militance rimained highly ambivalent. 

Conscious of their extfemely pl'ecarious position as emplôyees 
... 

of the C.P.R.'s declinihg coal depattment, they vo~ed down the 

Left's proposai for stiike action when the 1928 contract expired 
2 8 ___________ -

1 
1 

by a vote of 278 to 142." Greatly relieved, the Lethbricrgê/ 

Hera Id saw the vote as a "pronouuced victory 1 for "'Frank Whea t ley •• 
( 

and a repudiation of the r~dical prQpaganda propotinded by the 
29 

eX,tr,emist wiug in the miners' ranks." A meeting on April 22, 

WfiC'h was a ttended persona lJ.y by Whea t ley, ended in a l'iot, 

dring which 810an and Rogoza were physically ejected from the 
1 

tini~n hall by the "anti-red" element.' The milftants charged 

Itha tl the "reactionaries" were reverting to the t~o fics o~ the 
'- 30 \ 

'univ~rsa 11y despised John 'L. Lewis. Stoka luk, ,the man in tl1e-
1 0 

, middlle, saw the incident as vindica tion o.f his s tand/ôn the 

/ Unit y League: 

••• Sloan an party members were in control of that 
Ibcal for y ars ••• it'is clear ihat there is something 
wrong with he present policy. l believe that unless 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

somebody w Il come up here, investigate everything, 
and change he present dictatorial policy (of Murphy) 

1 

Il> 1 

the 

. , file 

ance 

••• the part will be discredited to such extent that 
it will be long time after to get the corifidence of 
the miners 19ain• 31 

The fiasco d\emonstl'ated a degree of militant opposition 

Co~unists and ~heir aillies in the local, yet th.a. rank and 

seern to have een gen~ral1Y apathetic, as the low attend

at union meet'ngs at lthis time suggests. Murphy claimed l ' ;,>' 

) 
l 
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1. . 
that Lethbridge was "the most l'eactional'Y 10c~1 in the dis-

trict"'j and made an in te l'es 1;J.ng sociologièal observation by 

a ttributing th':is, in pa rt, to the Inc t th'a t it had' 1>1 the only 
, <?- 32 

mine that. is Ioca ted in a city. '! 

-l~- -. _~I_1_ ;earbY c~alhurst~ ail homogenous coal~ town wi,th 'an 'II 

, . unusually high "foteign" 

t 

, , 
l'· 

\ 
~ 

t 

t 
\ , 
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~ 
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. 
~. 

ferent picture. Wi th as city of" '. 

Lethbridge, Coalhurst a mili~a~t, tightly knit 
,u • 33 

M. W. U·;C. organization,' in C~,l rai~t with, the Jormer', Follow-

ing the Lethbridge. rio"t, th Coalhurst local issued a strol1~ly 

worded resolution whiéh con emlled those "wh.o are' tl'ying to 
~"I 

break or l'un the union by bru e force" and demanded a vote of-
.> 

recail of Fr.al'lk Wheatley, in 
34 

Const'i tu tion. ~'l 

, . . 
cordance with the M.W.U.C. 

............ 

Meanwhile the reslgna tion of Frank Leal'y had led to the' ... 

e leotion of Jimmy Sloan as' Vioe :President j în his words "a 

victory for the fighting 'polic ies of the Worker5 ' Uni ty League." 

Enough locals enddrsed the'Coalbyrst resolution ,to make a recall 

vote man~atory, and~he result of the Ju~e 17 ballot wa5 the 

remqval of-.Frank Wheatly trom the union' 5' top job, and the"tem-
"e, 

- J?orary eleva'tion-----to that post of Jimmy Sioan. ' A League suppor-
, 

ter had once charged Wheatley with being a "fatherly old stick 

in the mud." His opponents could accuse him of Ùttle else. 
36 
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In qis own way, Whea tles had made 6\n ho..;nest, though cru'elly 

llnsuccessful attempt to bd't~eÎ' the lot of the Albertà miner. 

Unli~e JÔhn L. Lewis, he made no attempt to subvert the will 

of his constituents, and accépted the res\t1t gl(acefully. He 

returne4 to a quiet retirement in 11i5 home town of Canmore, 

and 1eft an uncertain future in the hands of another breed of 

labour leader.~ 
i ~ 

Th~ right wing made a fina\attemet to stem the tide by 

'" presenting a well-~nown"moderate", Bill White of Coleman, as 

candidate for President in the district elections in'Au~ust. .. 
Thé vote was close, but Sloan was returned.by a margin ot 58%. 

White gained a plurality only in his home town and in Wayne, 

a local dominated by a fervent anti-Commû;üst, 

. . Lethbridge, which had voted 200 to 167 against 

Al Liev\s . 

tRe recall of 
\ 

Frank Whea tley, narrowly supported its "favori te son", al though 
",. . 

40% of the membership did not bother to vote at aIl. The records 
--.; 

show tha~of a total membership of 3,985, locals representing 

-...,.3,673, p~rtic~'pated in .the electioil; and of these 74% c'ast the il' 

ballots. Only 43% of the M.W.U.C. members had thus actively 
, 

supported Sloan!s candidacy. The other members of the new 

executive, Secretary-Treasurer Major Hyslop and Vice-P~esident 
~ 

LUdwig· 

Crows' 

.. ' :' 
Maurice, were both left~leaning .non-Cotilmunists from the 

, , 37 ,7 

Nest Pass. By no stretch q.f the imagination, then, can 

the :minel's be seen as ,hav,ing been con~erted "en masse" to the 
~ 

radicalism of the C.P. ~nd the Workers' Unit y League. Nevertheless, 
, .. \ 

j , 
, 

~~, . ~ 
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by mid-1930 the! had t.ken deeisive steps tc>~tbetrans
f,or\ation of the il' union into a "fighting Organization"~ 'J In' 

the .words o·f Jimmy' ~loae:; 
(' : 

Our ~nion ,st-ri~)'ds at the MOSt c'ritical stage in its,_ 
hist~ry and tHe miners aIl over the country are 
looking to us for n lead .•• we must, if we~hope to 
remain as an organ~àe_d force, break with the policies 
o"f the past and mobi.lize our 'whole membership through
out the District on the "busis of the Class Struggle. 

38 

II 
~ 

The first signs of rene~ed vi taU ty on the part of the 

Mine 'Workers', Union of Canada were seen in the North, al9ng the 

, C.N.R.'s "Coal Branch", a region which Andy den Otter has charae-

.. 

terized thus: . 
. In poli tics and labour relations the Coal Branchers .-
" advocated moderation ••• Working and living conditions 
,were adequate and good relations existed between 
,managers and workers, so tha t no c111'onic unrest pre-

. vailed •• ,Any devia tion from the course of Modera tion 
--such as the~ne Big Onion and the United Mine 
Workers of Canada (sic) -- were quickly corrected by 
the mote conservative United Mine Workers of America 
aided y the owners and the govel'nment. 

39 
, , 

During- the 1920"s the Branch had inâeed remained relatively 
" ~ ci. _1 

quiescent. In 1925 Cornmunist d'rganizer Roy Reid had worked' 

strenuous ly to bring the la rge camps in the region -- Lusear, /11 
,,,,> 

Cadorn~n and Mountain Park -- into the M. W. U.C. movement, 
) 

", wi thout success: .. 

,r 
l 
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••• ~f only we had a few dependable English-speaking 
men here, but we have not.got them. Its a rather bad 
situation •.. There is a most damnable state of apathy 
in the minds of the men heroe, they seem to agree 
alright~ but feel helpless ••• 

40 

By 1929, however, the M.W.U.C. did however have four 

locals in the district: at Lusear', ·Foothills, Bryan (Mile 32, 

Lovett Branch) and Robh (Mile 33, Lovett Branch), whieh 

accounted for r~ughly one half of the region's 1,000 eoal miners. 

The only strike in the post-1925 era had oeeurred fit the Lake

side Coal Company ut Robb in 1927, which was resolvèd in 

favaur of the Mine Workers' Union Qf Canada. The ca~ps of the 

North were, almos.t without exception, closed "company towns", 

where the capi tarists,. for bet ter or> for worse, exel'~ ise~ extra-
l' l 41 '. 

ordinary power over:th~ir working people. As den Otter riotes, 

sentiment in favour of the M.W.U.C. tended to be found in camps 
42 

wlth relatively poorel' working and living conditions. 

Ethnie i ty a Iso appears to have played so'me 1'0 le in de termining 

the miners' respons~ to their situation. The nearby towns of 

Foothills and Coal Valley, situated on the Lovett Branch, where 
"'1 

"gross mistreatment, if it bappened at aIl] oçc,urred," a,re a 
. 

case in point. Foothills, a M.W.U.C. camp, had a majority of 

Uknainians, while -th~ Coal Valley mine, Which l'emained open 

shbp, had a management w~ose poliqy was to ma~ntain a majority 
1 43 • 

of "French Canadians and Roman Catholics: tt Mercoal, a centre 

of cODflict in 19'30, possessed a "Ukrailliall section set apart 

\ 
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. C"'from tt(e ,main townsi te, something foreign to the Branch." !, 

Luscar and Mountain Park were reported to 
,# 

, 1 

have peen dominated 

by W~lshmen; Cadomin by Nova Scotians. Of the latter group 

Reid wrote in 1925:" 

Most of the Çadomil' delegntes were pillaI' men, old
timers in that camp and English speaking men of 

~
doubted ability and questionable Unionist principles. 

ley are a Masonic bunch of Elks, etc: .. yoU can see 
we have to work with som~ strange material here. 

45 

The 1928 agreements.along the Coal Branch expired in early 

1930. The Lusear' local (Numbcr 24) of the M. W. U.C. decided, to 

\ .try the route ôf Conciliation to achieve redl'ess of theil; 

grievances. The Conciliation éoard, whose Chairman noted that 

"the offi~i~ls of the company a.nd ~he" employees appea};ed to be 

on friendly terms", eventually found in favour of the miners' ..... 

demands for wage increases averaging appl'oximat~ly o'ne cent pel' 
46 

ton, and the dispute was settled without a strike. However, 

the M.W.iU.C. was unable to enforce the findings of the Board 
". 

'" . in i ts other camps " ~n the area, leading some unionists to 

lament the "hul.1dreds of dollars" which had been spent during 
'47 

the proceedings. Murphy's "Ul1ity" campaign found a good deal 

of support amongs,t· the divided. miners, and a "Sub Distri_ct ybity . 
Convention" in April, 1930 brought together reR:res.~ntatives from 

'-, 

the M. W. Ure., the home locals, and the Mountain Park branch of ~ 

. " 

.. 1 L '" 

,- < 

the U.M.W. of A. However, the leadership of the other" U. M. W. \:'J" 
i 

local, at Me~'coal, refused to support the calI 'for "Unit y" __ 1 

, 1 
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48 
an action which precipitated an open split in its ~anks. 

A meeting of the Mercoal 

minor, riot, wl~h the ejection 

loc'al d\l A~'il 2 resulted in a 

of "U.ni t\,; . supporters from the 

Union hall. According to a spokesman for this group, Milan 

Kokovitch, t'he majority of the IQc/al's ,membel's were de ter
'ri" 

mined to join the'Mine Wdrkers' Union of Canada and to "wipe 

out and bury t.o memory the remains" of the 1 nte'rna tlona l Unio n. 
J • 

The repori, however, was vigor~usly denied by the U.M.W. 

supporters George and Walter Mitch~ll, who claimed that,t-their 

organization was "carrying on as strong as ever despi te dis-
1 49 

, 

tuption." The dispute came to a head in mid-June, when 
... r./"'--' ~ .. rio 

the operator renewed its agreement with the U.M.W. wi thbùt a 

.1 

vote being taken on ratification, and a strike against the U.M.W. 

check off ensued. It might be not~d at tl1is point that the 
. 

operator, the Saunders' Ridge Coal Compan~ was a subsidiar~ of 

International Coal and Coke, one of the larger companies in the 
50 

Alberta Pass. 

It is difficult to judge preci.sely how mflllY of the 80 

the Mercoal payroll supported the strike. mine workfs on 

Estimatesi range 

A'1 proposa 1 for 

from 30 (by the employer) to 70 (by the M~W.U.C.) 

a jurisdictional referendum in the camp by Chris 

Pattin~on, Labour Party M.L.A. for, Edson, was accepted by,~he 
1[ 

Mine Workers' Union of Canada, ,but not by the Internation~l,--

an indication that the U.M.W., of A. was not sure that it \\Ould 

c 

. ' 
. ' ... ~ ':''':' 

. ,~' .' ~1 .... , 

/ 
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51 
win. Nevertheless, the United Mine Worke~ had"the whole-

hearted sup~ort of Saunders' Ridge, and more importantly the 

Alberta Government and its police force. 
o 

Th~ only outside agency on which the strikers cou Id rely 
/ 

w~s/Îhe Mine Worke'rs' Union oi Canada/Communist Party alliance. 
/ 

ohn Hladun penned the first appeal for aid,on behalf of 

~;rkers' Interna~ional Relief~ ~ 
rh~ struggle of the Alberta miners against the coal 
operators and the corrupt bosses' union known às the 
United Mine Workers' of America is growing sharper _ 
~very day •.. With the exception of a few stools, com
pany tags and scabby minded officiaIs of the'(Inter-
national) union, the rank and file begarr this fight •• ; 
a response (If the rank and file ta the r-e-\Lolutionary 
Left Wing movement .•. under the leadersh~p(;;Of the 
Workers' Unit y League. THE'MERCOAL MINERS MUST WIN. 

'. 

/52 

The strike received widespread support I;€'{,om miners . in 

" 

other Coal Branch camps, many of whom wer~idle or working shQrt 
r 

tim~ during this first summer of the Great Deptession. Charlie 

. Starrs, Secretary of t e new M.W.U.C~ local at Mercoal, repor-

ted thus to Hladun 

Our ranks are growi~g pidly, us we have other Cmll 
Camps who are fightil us now (Foothills, Robb and 
Bryan) leaving us wit assed picket of men weIl up 
in th hundreds. 0 0 this s a fight against a11 elements, 
of th present day Capital (sic)system ta keep a split 
in th ranks of Militant Workers .•• Other mines working 
with alf crews while the other half is on our p~cket 
line re as follows: Luscar, Cadomin and Mountain Park. 

"' 53 
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Wi th an undertermined number of Hs member7 spending thèir 

free tiÎne on the Mercoal pioket Hne, mee.~ings opfthe U.M.W. 

of A. looal a t MOJnt:in ~al'k,~ ~ this time were s~~my ~~e~sions 

indeed. One re~Ht claimec;l that feelin~s against the Inter

national Wf!<re sa high thnt Bob Livett carri'ed Il pistoi on his 

'persan in the area. If this seems like an exagge'ration, the 
1 

reader i8 reminded that whell the lead~'hip of thj3. Lusenr local 
q • 0 

was ~eleaned out in 1931, "':~n~ uf the charges levelled at outgoing 

Secretary Sam Vining (a strong "anti-Communist lt
) \Vas tha't he and 

"his Welsh friends" had been plottillg the assâs~ina:tion of 
, ' 

54; 
Livett the year baiore. 

On Wednesday, July 23 tn~ massed picket at Mercoal had tbe 1 

". ~ .. . 
Efect of preventtng a hand.ful of bla~klegs from going to work, 

in spite of the presence of; number of Royal Canadia;Mounted . . 
, . 

Police on the scené. 
.' ' 

A stl'ike supporter from .Robb, Mik~ KrYp'an,' l. 
, . 

writes of the event: 
1 . 

.•• we were on the ridge facing south to the mine entrance. 
~ome R.C.M.l'. were e'scorting some men" about ten or 
tweIve, .to work. We werc shouting "Seabs go- baek" ••• Peter 
Matiçevich and apother il1 a b,rown leather eo..at jumpeà' 
between the police anp the soabs. A commotion started 
and we thundered" "Hura-Hura" and siarted pushoinK, fist 
fighting, throwing rocks ••• some of our men got hd~t.~ 

55 

It was a t this point. tha t . the support of, the Provincia 1 
\ 1 

Government's police was crucial to the mine owners and the 

U.M~W. of A. As in Drumheller d\uring the 1920's, the Brownlee 

1 
! 
~ 

1 
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\ 

U.F.A. regime forcef~i emonstrated its true 

~artisan of Capital ani the Internatiol}al unit y , -17 

colors.ns a 

in any 

struggle 1\i th" a Canadian miners' organiza tion. 
, 

A calI was 
) . 

ut through to Edmonton, and the next' day a large eontingent. 

AÎberta Provinçia 1 PO,li<?e arrived in Mercoa 1. A miner from 
, 

Foot~(l.lS ,. who had arrived the previous day to help out the 

strikers,remembers the "invasion:" 

,-

1 

Around ~our in the afternoon we went to watch the 
train come in, pnly it was not the regular train. 
1t was a special crammed full with Provincial p6Tice .•• 
my es.timate was close to a hundred .(the Edsgll Jasper 
Signal placed the number nt 120). They were armed 
a'nd also carried night sticks. However, they did not 
bother us, nt least 110t thon .•• we went tP. the ha Il ,to 

-retire for the night. There was no ~ight as the power 
had been cut o;ff "(by the Police). Wé'\i,rènt to sleep, 
but Ilot for lo/ng 0 Around two in the morning the 
police came and woke us pp by poki~g us with those 
blasted night sticks. When we werej aIl awake' they 
wa~ned,us to b~ out of Mercoal by/daYlight. We were 
out at daylight •• 00 

56 

Outraged by these events" the u,sua lly, "conserva tive'" 

Anglo-Saxon miners of Cadomin voted I~ to r in favour of affili-
\ l, 0 

ating with the Mine Workers' Urtion bf Canada. They expressed 

their disi 1lus'ionment wi th the U. F. A. go vel'lrment in a reso lu tidn 

passed unanimous'ly on ~JUly 27: 
\ 

.•• we ~s mine workers did think th~t a change fro~·the 
old ti~e political parties to a Farmer Government .• :*as 
for tq~ better.. and now to our sorrow we are to be c lub- (,"\ 
bed i}ho a f011 eign 0 l'ga niza tian ~(U. M. W. of A.) UNDER 
THE J,JlRECTION OF THE Provincial Government .. ~ we' protest 
most t bi tterly against POLICE and MACHINE GUN inte1'fe11

-

ence in our choi~e of home unipn (and)demand inmiediate 
wifhd~awal of police and machihe guns: 

57 
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Both Harv'ey MUl'ph'y and J:lmmy S~9P-n par ticipa ted in the , 
, , 

Mercoal strike. The ComntUnists wel'e effusive" about this 
~ 

"c lassic" strugg'le, 
'1 

which inc1uded a military occupat~on 
~~ Il \ 

by " 

the Police and the eVi\~tion of the strikers from their 

company-owned ho~ses. As the first test of the Workers' Unit~ 

, . 
League in the mine fields of Alberta, they 'despe.rate1y" wanted 

1 • 

\ 

, 
a victory at Mercoal. A second appcinl by Workers' International 

\ 

Relief read as follow~: .) 

" They are fighting: a~ainst the labour fa~ers of the 
reaction~ry U.M.W. of A.; for the U~ity of the miners 

,against the "trai tors ',. against the n ttaoks of the 
inillionaire mine boss s.' •• against the' brutal Provin
cial P'olice ••• now, this week; ·they have been throw11 • 
out of their miserable shacks .• Their wives and children 
are withoUt shelter. Do not let them'starve, .• The 

'miners ,re,~ighters -- Help·t~em fight! Help them 
win! Every day cQuntsl EVéry cen~ counts! 

, r • r 1 

"Ji' ' 
1 l' 
f 58 
i , 

Alth~Ugh the wor~el's" 111~e~lationa~ Reli~f wafble to 

l'aise considerab~e amounts of money,' fo<?~ and cloth ng fQr the 
1 

strikers, their stl'uggle w~s doomed by/he disl'uption of 

picketting and "rouncru.ng up" oi leadin mili t,ants by the Police, 

Although ~iners ·e~~rYWhere a10ng t~?ranch were sympathetic 

" ,to the Mercoal men,' a Sub District ConvenUon in mid-Septemper .. 
rejected the idea of a genera~ strik in the region. As 

-' Charlie Starrs of the Mercoa1 local put it:" (1 am) believing 
59 

the Minel's afraid ta s~rike.!I ell they might be. The 

strikel's paid deal'ly fOT their tle ermination t~ fight for basic 

democratic rights. Two miners wer given six-month sentences 

\, 
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1 

for their strike activ ties;. twp other. got three. months, and 
, 1 

another, pair got nths j~·jail. At le~st five of the 
\ . 

convicted men were ft f :eigners", ~nd i t is reported tha t two 
\" 

of these, Pete Ma tice ich and Jack Tornicich " were also depo!-
l' 

ted. Jini.rny Sloan w 
60 , 

arrested, but was let off with a~-

year suspended sent nce. ~ . \ 

By late there \vere only eig 1t "hard core" militants 

foreign names, 

who played th leading .'" 

in Merco 1.' Of these, seven had 

indicati n the Slavic miners , 
The one exception 

1 

f,<:'; was George Mitchell, oddly enough :lIU arly opponent of the 

\ 
\ 
\ 

61 
secessionist movement at Mercoal. the grou p was 

1 

eut otf in rnid-~ovember, heartbreaking, 

though well-worn" path of ted trade unioniste After j 

r 

trudging around various camps Coal Branch looking for a 

"at Hinton l got the same 

answer ••• no work for ~?u Bqptrakoff. •• impossible for .me to get 

work on this coal branch or the Lo eltte Branch ••• " Botrakoff 

further reports that he has 

will become a mother 

thin~ what befell 

of 19)30-1931. 

~ 

oung daughters "and my wife 
62 

a ~,onth." One shudders to 

during the winter 

In summil,lg uP, the \Vesté'l'n Miner concluded that the strike 

had been defeated through the combined efforts of the U.F.A. J 

) 

,~, ... :~ri~r~l~~~...i;i~ 
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the Labou,r Party, the operaoors, and the U 0 M. W 0 ~f, A. : , 

nA uni ted front of scàbhergiong, railroadil~g ahd' jail\ng of 
63 . ~ 1 

strikers." Delegates to the Fifth Convention of' the Mine 

Workers' Union of Canada resolved that "never in the history 

of the Dist-rict __ ha§ there Deen such an open display of police 
"'.... 64 ---- ---------', 

terrotism." Yet the even,ts fn - the North in 193'0 were but' a , 

, . 

" 
.ç ,',' 

foretaste from,'t'he bitter cup :Trom which the miners were t6 , r 
drink in th~ 'Yeals ahead. "The struggl~s of the ".Miners' 

\ J ~ 
Section oi the Workers' Unit y Leagu.e tl had' only begun. 

o 
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III 

"" The 19G'Q Convention of fi he Mine Worke rs f '-fliOI1, of 

Canada mef near1y a yea1' aftér -the Wall Street Crash. 

For the miners,'conditions had hardly beeu ideal in the, 

1920'8. This new depression, which re~ulted in a drop of 

20% in ',Alberta con 1 produc tio-n in 1930 a lone., on ly dragged 

them deeper into th~ economic pi t. 
/ 

In his al1tlual repolit 
\ 

Sloan ,commented: .' .•• despite ail t~e promises and shouts that the country 
i8 prosperous ~tt., and that the depression~ill soon be 
over, better times to come etc., in rea lit Y the condi- " 

- tions are ~rowitjg worse, and the exploitation inc1'oase~ 
daily. 

65 . . 
Communist appeals,' for "class struggle polieies", delivered by 

fra terna l de leg~,tes Murphy, Lakeman ahd J'.ames :ra l'bey (of 
. "l' . 

the Young Communist League), could not have come at a more 

o,pportune time. The p;oposa~ to disaffiliate from the AlI 

","' 

Canadian Congress of Labour passed With on1y three dissenting 
66 ~ 

votes. However, the idvea of formally affiliating with the 

Workers' Unit y League was more contentious,' and was left in the , . 
hands of a referendum to be held at sorne future date •• 

While t~e-"legates pondered t,he future of their orgat~iza

tion'there appeared on the floo1' s0n,te ghosts from the !past,. 

in the persons of Lewis MeDona Id, and Dai M0l1gut1, two of the ... 

'II found;lri'g fa thers" of the Mine Workers 1 Union qf Canada. Ha v~l1g 1 
, 1 ~ 

'dropped th'é use of the name "Kid aurns" in a bid fol' l'espee tu-

b:Ùity, MeDonâld ha"d " by 1930 moved far to the right. He 
, 1 

-, 
\l 

0 . , 

".. " 
''II' 
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, . 
supporte,d th€ elee ion of R. B. Bennet t, and had elimina ted the 

Left w;tng aspee t f his nationalist ereed altogether. McDonald 
" , . 

and Morgan were a the Convention to-drum up support for a 

new organization tt\.e se lf-styled "Canadian De fende~'s", whic? 

preached 

Cam dian workin' 

; 
as the solution to the problems of the l' 

~lass.· McDonald's new platform inclu~e~ ~iv-
illg pref.erenc~ jOf ell'lployment to "native air ~ngl-ish-speaki g 

citizens ••• com~~lsory speaking of the English l~nguage, an 
r J 67 

.deport,ation 0i agitat~rs." ~ 
IIJ 

The Convention heal'd him out, but was in no,.mood to make 

an alliance withi sueh a "fnscist" organizat:i~l1 as the Camdian ' .-
e 

Defenders. Nevel'theless, the Defenders represented a sfrain 

of thought -- not necessnrily or exclusively bourgeois in 

origin -- that was to persist within the miners' ranks du ring 

the Depression. Nativism, or the id~a that one part of the " 

mining community, namely -the Anglo-Saxons, could somehow escape '.:; 
:.... --
the ravages of ,economic dislocation by shifting the bur1en onto 

the shouldel's oI the "fOl'~~gners" ~-t-i-tuted a potent, .. though 

obviously divisive ideological f~d in the ,miners' movement. 
,- . 

It presented a serious threat indeed to the Mine Workers's 

Union, which not only depended upon the cementing of loyal~ies 

along class and not national lines for its existence, bu! by 
-' 

its l'elationship with the Commullists' had laid itself open to 
/ 

-- , 
charges 'of "foreign domination". The cOl1flic t, would come out 

'" 

1nto the open in the Cl'OWS f Nestlass in 1932, as we sha~l,,,S'é9' 

'b 

in a forthooming chapter. 

.' 

l, .... )!r;:~'t.' " 
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the "fasc:Î;..§ts," " of- course, wel'e not the only group 
~ . 
o'pposed ,to the gfow.ing rela tionship between the Communist 

~ r!" _ 

\ . • q 

Pal',:ty.. and :~.ne miners' Union, as evidence'd ~y 
1 -1., ~~ 

the' L.ethbrfdge DQca l by a vo te of 339 to 288 
... 68 

secession of. 

in Decembel', 

1930 •. The move was engin~erect-itr supporters of the tl'adi-

tiona r LabouJ;' P~rty 0.l'ga l1iza tian in the Ci ty, a bi t ter oppon

ent of the Communists: ,The Wes tel'll Miner, for wha t ~ t is 

" \ worth, hypothesizcd that the miners' reasons fol' rejecting 
".., 

the M.W.U.C. at this time'were more pl'actica1 thnn politica~; 

and that their action was Inrgely motiva ted by feal's "of repris{ 
" " 

aIs ste~ming from the introductio"n of the jOQ~eù~i'~iât:i.-ng 
, 69 ,- " .. , 

the Galt M'ines. At uny rate, the ~shearing machine into 
," " 

Léthbridge s;cession caused consterna tion .in MOSC~WhiCh 
. \ 

urged Canadian comrades ta concentl'ate "aIl poss~ble \o1'ces ll 

70 
in the coalfields ta defent the "1'eactional'y offensive. ' 

~Jr,l ;; .. -.' 

'Tom McEw~n thought that the Lethbriçlge miners had givEÙl the 

Communists a "stl'ong warning" against the fallacy th~t "thl'ough 

mechatlical control of the 'head' of the M.W.U.C., theycould 
71 

hope to "hope to control the" enti1'e body." 

" 

The split did not signal a reversaI of the trend towards 

mil;ktancy in the M.W.·U.C,not even in the lignite field. In 

Shaqghnessy, tIre Jüners struck in mid-season ,!uring the winter 1 . 

oi 1~30-1931 in illi"unsuccessfui attempt to .. protect. their union • 

organization •. , T~e'::-previous Septembe! a dispute at this .ca 
,t·'·'!1 1 

had been settled thl'OUg~l a compromise worked out by the 

.' 

:. 
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" Federal Department of Lnbour's trouble-shooter in the West,' 

F.E. Harrison (See Appendix C, ~age 261). ,This time 

,Harrison was unsuccessful in- ~ediation, as the employer, 

the Cadillac Coal Company, seems·to have been bent o~ smashing 

the M. W. U. C. The strike co~menced on Junuary l~/ following . , 

the fiting of four miners who refused to 5peed up production. 

"a hell of a time ta strike 1 1t was, as ~es Farbey lamented, 
72 

"'in a lignite i,.eld" especially 
j 1 

considering the widespread 

unemployment in the Lethbridge area. Whi le a ttempts a t mass 

PiCke~titJ\,el'e foiled 'by police aC,tion. the numbel' of black

legs ~\:J.sed from 2 ta 39 wi thin a month. By early March, 

even" the seabs were going on short time, and the M.'.U.C, 

local at Shaughnessy was no more, The cpal company,established 
• 1 • 

a' home local amI' even drew up a "collective agl'eement" with 
, . 

thi~ bO.dy. The most important article of the new contract was, 
" 

the "yel1o,v dog" e lause, 1 forbidding the employees a t Shaughness.y 
74 

from affiliating with a "real"trade union. 

The Communists played no l'ole in e1ther the conduct or 

~ the insti~a tion~ of the Shaughnessy strike, which ,ended in complete 

defeat and humiliation for the union. Indeed, the wintel' of 

193b-1931 5eems ta have marked a reàl low pOint in Communist 

.. 

1\ 
• 1 

activi ty. in the coa lfields •. Murphy and Hladun ~el'e in Moscow, 

while Stokaluk was still "hived 'up" in Coleman, inactive, and 

in a state of s'mi-d~s~raee with the Party. The Western Miner 

• .r' 
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which had been edited tn 1930 largely by Harvey Murphy, did 

not publish between January and April of 1931. Thel supporters-

of the Workers ' Uni ty Leapue had to wOl'k !la rd to defea t a 

re~olution from the Nordegg local calling for the reca11 of the 

district of~icers. The Nordegi miners, who usuaI1y cou1d be , . 
r 

rel"ied upon to support the p91icies of the Left Wing, complained 
75 

of mismanagement of union finances and the Shaughnessy strike. 

Nevertheless, the Communists came out fighting in the Spring, 

in preparation for":. the l'e'ferendum' on the W, U. L, question, wp.ich 

was sclÎeduled fol' May Il. The Western Miner was revived and 

once again took he offensive for the Leit, Even the boycotting 

of the papel.· by L thbridge printers "under pressure from the 
-.'; 

! 

opera tors and the atholic Church" fai1ed to prevent the appear-

ance of 2,500 copie of th~ pre-election edition in mimeo-
76 

graphed.furm on May 7. The' l'e-awakening of the radica 1 mOl'e-_ 
, .... , ~ .... 

ment can be pai·tia11y at·tribute'd to leadership factors. The 

Party brought in ope of its '''top guns"" ly:alcolm Bruce from .' 
Vancouver, ta campaign on b~half of th~ Workers' Unit y League, 

with positiye results. Bruce, w60 was, jai1ed Iat~r in the yenr 

a10ng with the l'est o-f the Cammunist leadership in Canada, was 

an experionced and effective orator and organizer. During the 

ear1y 1920' S he WD,S one of the mos't popular rudi.ca 1 speakërs 

in the Cape Breton coalfields. Brought t~ trIal in 1923 on 

. ' 
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charges of making derogatbry remarks eoneerning the Union 

Jack at a mass meeting in ~lac~ Bay, he was acquitted beeadse 

the pr~secution could 'not fincl', a single miner to testify J , 
77 

against him. More important was the ae ti ve sup,port of John" 

Stojtaluk, who finally rehabilitated himself in the eyes of 
78 

the Party byA performing "yeoman work" in the W. U. L. campaign. 

A lo~ wi th Stoka luk, of course, went the "radiea 1 foreignel's" 
\ 

and th~ U.F.L~T.A. 

.. 

/ The Communists did not pull any punches in l their propaganda. 

'fhe Western Miner advertised t.he Workers' Uni ty League openly 

as: 

••• the Canadian sect10n of R.I.L.U. (Red International -
of" Labour Unions, Moseow), \pledged 'to a programme and 
pOlfcy at revolutionury struggle for the complete over-
~hrow of capitalism and the institutions of exploitation, 
and the setting up of the state power of the wOl'kers and 
pOOl' farmers through u workers','and farmers' state. 

79 

Theil' energetic "vote hustling" paid off handsomely, as the 

miners voted ~3% in favour of affiliation to the W.U.L. on 

May 11. (See Appendix E, Table 4). Support for Leftist 

polieies seems to have increased eonsiderab1y since the dis-. 
~iet elections of the previous summer, although'the nort-~arti

'. \ 

eipation of the Lethbridge local, pro'bably resulted in tllé ',loss 

of a number of anti-W, U,L. votes. Even Lethbridge, however, 

beeame eaught up in the, swing towards the Left. The local 

deeided to partiei.pate 1'n the Communist-led May Day parade, 

'. 

·t 
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a1though the mioers did vote to march under the Union Jack 

and not the Red Flag. Union militants like Andrew Walker, 
\ 

Seereta~y of the ho~e local, began to agitate 101' re-

affiliation to the Mine Workers' Union of Canada. Wlthio a 

month a referendum vote at Lethbridge had decided the question 
80 

in favour of the M.W.U.C. The re-affiliation ai Lethbridge 

indieates a seasonal dimension ta the politieal behaviour of 

the miners, at least in this lignite camp. It is reasonable 

ta assume tha t when the mlnes ~ losed down in March the miners 

got hungrier and thus more militant, and it is not coincidental 

that both votes for disaffiliation in 1930 and 1931 ta ok place 

in December, when more stea~y work could be obtained in Leth-

bridge. 

Iy 

In late June, the Secl'et'al'y-Treasurer of the' M. W. U.C. 
1 

sent in the union's first pel' capita of $60 to the W.U.L. 
81 

headquarters. The miners were now officially committed 

ta the Communist alliance, a li,::l:k whose consequences were 

demonstrated almost immediately with the inaugurat on of 
o -

a national campaign against the Party by various le els of 

government during the summer of (19)1. In early Jul l'epres

sive measures were taken against the Alberta Commun"sts, with 

the raiding of thei1' Calgary offices. Most a} the 

leading militants in the Province were ar1'ested, i~c 

JamesFarbey, Phil 'Cuck and Joho O'Sullivan hom had 
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been active in the 

Those who were not 
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minerS~d unemployed workers'movements. 

caught in the dragnet subsequèntly "took 

to the hi~ timbers" ,and the Party's activities were thus 
/ 82 

temporar~ly disrupted in Alberta. Following the arrests 
1 

the chief ot the Alberta Relief Commission, A.A.l McKenzie 

uttered musingso to the effect thilt :"communists" should not 

expect to ~eceive 'public assista?cè. This prompted one 

English-speaking Drumheller mi1i tant to ask: "When will these 

fools ever learn that our voice ~s the voiee 'ai tortured 

humanity, and that their persecution can never stamp out the 
,83 ' \ 

spirit of revoIt?" 

Soon afterward.s, 'R. B. Bennet t delivered' w1pa t, he hoped 

would be the final "deathblow" to the revolution/ary movement , , 

by re;,iving that infamous 'piece of legislati~n, ,kecti~n 98 

of the Criminal Code. Section 98 (which providJd for jail 
1 

'terms of up to fi ve years for persons advoca tin'g "violent 

overthrow" of tb~ governm~nt) w'hs crea ted by the Borden regime 

to suppress radi9a1 activity in 1919, and seems to'have been 

a distinctively "Torytt response ta working class challenges to 

the established arder. The Liberal Party r~gimes in Ottawa and 

Nova Scotia had used traditional sedition la s to exorcize 

the chief rapical demon of the 1920 1 s, J.B. 1cLach1an, and 
i 

Sec:tion 98 was struck 'off the books by Macken ie King in 1936. 



\ 
\ 

~ 
> 
( c 

!' " 
\ 

, 
'., 

t 
-i 

'1 
~ , 
:: 
, '. 
\ 

'1. 

• , 

~ ,.1 

114 ••• 

Under Bennett, however, t't'f legis1a tion was a powerful~eapon 

in the ha nds of t/he employers and the s ta te"~ th the co

opera tion of the Conserva t 1. ve Henry gov~l'fu~ellt of On tar io, 

Bennett effectively "delegalized" the Communist Party on 

AJgust 22, 1931. 'Î'he Party hendqua l'ters ln Tarant? were 

M 

and eight lending Communists -- including T1.m Buck, Tom 

and Malcolm Bruce -- werc url'ested. ·Al-l were subsequently 

and ,scntenccd to five yenr Jail tel'ms, ~}Jdel' Section 

the authorities Justified their actions as a defence 

of ~he democ ru tic po li pea 1 -~stem, they seem to have been 

directed more against ,working class milituncy i~gele~~l, and 

the gr~wing strellgth of the WOl'kers' Unit y League il PUl't},CU1ar. 

Not suprisingly, members of the Mine Workers' Union al Canada 

took a ,dim view of the proceedings. The Cadomin miders expres

sed a common perspective when they info'rmed the Pl'im~ Ministcr 
\ 

that they considel'ed Section 98 as simpl! "a veh;tc1c \to l'emOre 

aIl militant wOl'kel's, and so destroy aIl mi11tan~ working c~ass 
84 

organizations. " 

The implicat10ns of the jntensified climate of repression 

in Canada were shown to the miners in a cleol' and iriglltening 

manner by the ati-ocitics committed ~n the Sout! 

Saskatchewan conl field in Soptembcr, 1931. The s t,ory of the 
l"~ 

Estevan strlke and massacre has been told e~sewhcl'c by Stan 

Hanson, thus obvinting the necessi ty for a lengthy treatment 
85 -

here. Brief1y, the Mine Workers' Union of Canada had --

, . 

1 , 
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at the request of a commit tee represe~ting th~ 600 colliers . 
of the Bienfait/Taylorton area -- established its first 

1 

Saska tchewan loca l'in Augus t of 1931. The" f igh ting President" 

of the M.W.U.C., Jimmy Sloan, had been involved in the effort, 

'~ along wi th Communist o1'ganizers Annie Buller, Martin FO,rkin 

and James Bryson. Citing disinplinution to associate them-

selves with the "Red Internationale'of Soviet Russia", the 

local coal operator~ refused tb considcr the minors' modest 

demands for a Itving wage and more l1umane conditions a t home, and 

nt work. \The Mine Worke1's' Union of Canada thus declared a 

}cneral ~ork stoppage in the urea on September 7. 
IS, l' 

On Settember 29, u-mass protest parade of the ~tz~~kers l i'Î 
and their families wa~s> stopped on the outskirts of thel town of 

\ 

Estevan, a riot ensued, and th1'ee Uk1'ainian mine worke~s werè 

shot dead by the R.C.M.P. In their report to Ottawa, police 

off,icials painted a lurid, tl10ugh faneiful, pictul'e of :the workers 

marching on the town ttca~'rying red flags and al'med with clubs." 

" The Report justified the killings by claiming that~th~ reds had 
, 86 

somehow "opened fire" first -- presumab ly wi th the il' Clubs. 
1 

These charges have been fully and adequately dealt with by 
l ' 

Hanson, and we shall not dwell on them 

in this context is the response of, the 

m~nity to the massa~re. This response 

he1'e. What is important 

l'est :bf J1E! m~ning com

was in~nctive, unequi-

vocal co~demnation. Mass meetings were convened in evety coal 
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Many of 
, . 

these pl'ote"sts, wri tten on forms supplied by the Canadiu11 

Labour Defence League, or couched in terms of the "Party 

line" can perhaps be dismissed (as Bennet t himself surely 

dismissed them) as propaganda. Others, such as the following 

from the general1y conserva ti ve mining communi t~ of "Cuscaf, 

.. Alberta, Call1\ot. The document speaks for itself: 
' . 

•.. there are very fow Communists in Canada, but there 
are h<5sts of 'working men abounding who are suffel'ing 
real hunger, ..• the cond~tions are eating away the 
vitali ty of the s tl'onges t of men, and tlfey don' t hàve 
to be communists when the gl'ieve ovel' theil' mis fortune 
but sueh condit,ions does (sic) make them desperate, 
and ta trifle wi th their grievances is n deadly error .•• 
the shooting of'those Estevan men ... has filled us with 
horror, and the d;isclosure oi hiving conditions ... 
have shocked the whole of civillzation, its no good to 
try to hide it, by açlvancing unsatisfaetory excuses, 
(i.e. the Reds) , the best thing'for the good of the 
country i8 'to rebtily li t and commcnd the Cam dian union 
for 'tiking action at the cry of distress that went up 
which was ignored by the U. M. W. of A, (which) promised 
to h~lp thern if the povel'ty stricken miners would bear 
the expense of an orgunize~. This goes ta prave that 
the rr~ly orgunized body of men that has the welfare of 
the working class at heurt is the Mine Workers' Union 
of Canada, and the backbone of that Organization are not 
Russians but l'eal Canadians and British born wal'ke~s, 
who are not wi11ing tha t such display of co}Vardness (SiC) 
and crue 1 injus tice shou'd be a llowed to pass unhctfded 
and unavenged, indecd vengeance is ~alling loudl~ iri 
this case. ".'>' 
We beg ta pres,nt this protest with aIl respect to ou~ 
present government, expecting immediate action to fu1rther 
the ends of justice, and ask that the campaikn and the ~ 
agitation against the Mine Workers' Union of Canada be 
discontinued as its power is based upon justice and com
pasèion, we are -not infidel~ but GOd-fearing pebple the 
Most of us... . 

87 
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Deepûning Depression and outrageously "i11sensitive" 

gove,rnment, wel'e push tllg even "free borll Englishmen" iuto the 

l'adiea l camp. Of course, the Estevan ma~acl'e provided strang 

supp~rt ing o ev'idence to the CO/lUl'lurÎists 1 theol'ies a~out the , 
, h~ 

nature of the class war. -It \would not saon be forgotten. 

Cecil Boone, the radical bard who had sel'ved time w~th-Lé;iS 

McDonald as a l'esult of the Drùmheller st~'_ike-,/~ummed up the 

events in song: 
:;-

(
In a little mining.villhge 
Scarcely noticed 011''' the map 
Bourgeois guns were turned on workel's 
And their Life Blood there did sap 

No one dl'eamed of such a s laughte r 
In that town oI Estevan 
That prmed thugs with guns"and bullets 
Would shoot men with empty hands / 

Three more martyrs ~~r the 'mincrs 
Three ~ore mUl'del's for th~ boss 
Brutal laws to cl'ush the workel's 
Who dare fight for fl'eedom.s cause. 

88 

A crowning piece oi irony was the unl10uncement by 

McDonald that ~he Canadian Defenders Organization was willing 
o _~ 0 

to place Hs services at the dispQsal of the forces of "law 

and order" t'o aid in the smashing of the stl'ike. Although the 

threat was never cal'l'Îed out, the M.W.U.C. promised,that ,,~ 

have the express d-eGisiol1 of 1,400 unemployed workel's oI 

Winnipeg to baat the four hundred miles ta Estevari ..• if Kid 
89 

Burns goes in "11. th his c l'ew 0 f gangrs teis. " • It is the last 

we shall hear of this mercul'ial charac~~r. McDonald latel' 

moved to the coast, bacame an activist in the Canadian Legion 
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90 
and died a respected citizen ai Valcouver. 

1 the a l'l'es t of mos·t of the 

organizers invol ved, inc ludillg Jimm Sloan, a long wi th sc~res 

of ordinary workers. LUdwig Maurice anil Major Hyslop tried ta 

organ~ze a general'SympathY strike of\the M,W.U.C. for October 

7, but wi thout notable succcss. Opera tors in. the Pass, Canmore 
, , 

and Lethbridge districts prudently kept their miries idle on 

that day. According ta contemporary reports, only a group 

of non-unionized miners at Medicine Hat, where James Bryson was 
\ 

weIl known for his work among the unemployed, c losed opera tians 
, 91 

in observance of the day. 

The Saskatchewan stl'ike itself came ta an end on October 
... -

8. Professing of the "usuael malarkY"L)about sympathy fol' the 

migers, the authorities .manag~ to c6nvince them to go back ta 

work 'pending an investigation into the1r grievance~. While a 

slight improvemellt of -the mi~el's' abysma 1 candi tians was 

,effected, the authol'ities whitewashed the R.C. M.P. and ground 
, 

out large doses of "class just"$ce" ta serve as a ste1'l1 warning , . 
to the militants. While most of the ~ccused rece1ved lines, 

short jail terls and suspended sentences, Annie Buller, and the 

venerable Sam Scarlett eventually served two and one years 
92 

respectively. The case of "Rex vs. James Brfson" had a 

pâ r~icular impac t, as the Mine Workel's' UllÎD 11 of Ca nada was 
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cited as an ~'u111awf\.l1 organization" under the tel'ms of 
93' ~)'c 

Section 98. Opponents ~ the union l~layed the judgmel~t 
~ 

for a Il it was wor~h, al though the. Westexn Miner l'emained 
1. 

1 
confident tha t "the s lande rous a ttaclks 0 f the boss press"" 

.~ 

would. Bot "get the 'desired effect of thl'owing (the miners) 
94 ~ 

into a panic." Said the newly elected Secretul'y-Treasurer 

of the M.W.U.C., John Stokq;luk: 
" 

Only a malI percentage of the membel's of the union 
were e r members of the Communist Party, bu t al,lY 
actions taken by the workers are""a.lways intel'preted 
as Comm nism. The mine opera tors' would love to 
see our organizatioll illegal ••• pal'ticularly at this 
time ."wh n ••• the U;;l' 011 ... is prepul'ing i for ne'w agree
ments "for the bette 'ment of co nditions •.• 
_ 95 

~ 

1 

1 n' A-lber a, th~ offic ia 1 ca~pa ign ,agains.t the Mine Workel's 1 

, 
Uhion of Cana a had a negative effect 'onlS amongst its most 

fickle suppor ers, the emp10yees a f the Ga lt ~1ines in Lethbri~ge. ," 

On the advice of Labour M. L. A. Andrew Smeaton -- a gentleman 

whom the Comm nists l'egal'ded as the al'chetypa.l 1 ye1low socialist' 

-- the,y voted for the second and 1ust time to secede, by a 
96 

margin of 27 to 2~9 ~n December. Anothel' casua1ty was the 

union~s only local ln the East, at Westvi1le in Pictou County, 

Nova Scot~a. The looal had been organized in 1928 after a , 
- 1 

spli t with the U;M. W. of A., by Da n Livingstol1" formel' 
o 

President of District 26, who had been deposed,from office 

a long with McLachlan in 1923. The press reported t'tha t .,the , , 
~ 1 

Westvi11e ~ners had returned their charter after "learl~illg 

that the Min~'Wprkers' Union of Canada wus affiliated wi'th the 
1 •• 

Y 
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red In~ernationa1etl " but it seems that there was a more 

~ l 0 imlnediate reason. The local branch of tl~ Canadian ;Legion 
,.' • had qeclared the M. W. ~.C. to be 'dual' to their organization, 

thus depriving union rnernQers of access to what was probab1y 
~ • , '-......... ________ ~- 1 

--
the centre of Westvi Ile' s socia l life. Bar l'ed fZOiTi the Legion 

Hall, ~he thirsty miners were forc~d to abandon the Canadian 

union. U~fortunately, Dan Livingston~ "could not be reached ~ 
97 JI' • '<;J 

fol' comUlent. Il 

The Mine WOl'kers' Union of Canada had not long to live in 

Saskatchewan. 'r"He.re the operatol,'s wou,ld not acknow]edge the 
°1 

ex:i.stence of any form of orgunization, let a 10ne a "revolutionary" 

trade union. The workers had no previous experience in trade 

unionism, while the union had to:collect its own dues and thus 

maintain a relatively high 1evel of interest on the patt of 
(> 

the rank anef' file. As Sloan told the local leaders, "thel'e's 
, 98 

lots of hard work ahead for 'you yet boys, lots of har'd work." 

There was sporadic strike action in the field during the w~nter 
\ 

,u of 1931-1932, but this is the last we hear of the organizution. 

J'he Estevan miners do not 'seern to have been fully organized 

again until 1939, by which tirne the Mine Workers' Union cil 
99 

Canada was "only a mernory" in the field. 
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Çhap el' Four: "The Grea t Pass Strike of 1932" 

1 

ecause of the tragic killing 01 1~le tlll'ee Saskatchewan 
$S 

mine orkers, ~he Estevan struggle is the best known eplsode ln 

the h ,g-tory of the Mine Workel's' Union of Canada. Yet the Sask-

utch an experience was essentially a short-lived ana unsuccess-

fUI ttempt at organization amohgst a people outsid~ of the 

"mai stream" of Canadian labour, not dissimilar from many other 

~tri e struggles led by the Workers' Unit y League during the 
J 

Depression: The Communists seam ta have had no long term effect 

in the f}eld, rand the ~~tevan mlners remained just as isolated 

from the rest of the miners' movefuent aiter 1he sfrike as they 

had been before. Aside from the creation of 'rs from those 

who were killed 01' imprisoned, and a gener~l rbation of 

'class antagolusms, the stru'ggle had little direct impact on the 

Mine Workers' Union of Canada. The strike in th Alberta Pass 

in the fo llowing yea r had a g rea ter signi fica nce" 1 t was the 

largest, longest, and most bitter struggle th~t the union ever 

conducted, invo1ving one-third 01 it~ membershi and the fate . , . 
of its first and strongest Sub District. A sma-hing deleat here 

wou~d probably have resulted in the complete di 'solution of ,the 
( 

organization within a very sho~t time. From a more general 

" historica1 perspective, the stri~e and its aft 

wlthout interest. As indicated in the Introdu 

arc not 

(p. 13), these 

\ 
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events provide a concrete illustration of the broader themes 

under discussion in this paper: radicalism~ e~hnicity, and the 

response of the working class ta economic dogradatio~. 

, Unlike the isolated coalfield of Estevan, the Crowsr Nest 
/ 

1 
tlcl ass consc;ous :iÎdea" 

l , 
t 

~
s had always been the centre of the 

in Dis~~ict 18.) Although the field at Lethbridge opened up a 

dec~dei before, the Pass was the first" to be orguLl1zed, by the 

Western Federation of Minors in 1902. The Pass miners left the 

W.F.M. for the United Mine' Wàr~el's in 1903 110t ,as a result of 

any objection to its radical politics, but because thoy felt that 

they had been tlsold out tl by thelr local 'leaders ln a strike 

struggle (Above, Chapter l, 100tnote 2). They \Vere the first 

Canadian miners off Vancouver,Island to gain a political vict 

with the election of Socla1ist Party candidate, Charlie 0'Br1en 
o 1 

to the Alberta House 101' the riding'o~ Rocky Mountain in 1908. 
/ 

Along with Qrumhe~lel', the Puss wes a major bulwark of support 

for the n~w uniol1is~ of 1919, although, a~ elsewhere, the miners 

~were forced to abandon it under duress. The returl1s from tl~_ 
~------Pass camps in the O. B. U.' referendum are the most 99Jllprete we 

~ 

have, and these show an 0verwhelming maJorjty in favJur (Appen-
1 

" dix E, Table 1) of the radical union. The pqiqt 1S clinche~ by 

the elect10n of th~ head of the miners' 

Paul Christophers,' in Rocky Mountain in 

1 

~ection of the O.B.U. , 
2! 

1 

1920. rAttor the s rikes 
1 

of the early 1,920' s, of course, the. miners we/ire definitel 

'0. 

1 

\ 
\ 

. , 
\ 

a 
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1 
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beaten, and the attempt ta- regroup in the Mine Workers! Union 
. 

of Canada was by no means ari unqua1ified~success. The M.W.U.C. 

loea1s in the Crows' Nest Pass retained many of the charact~r-

ist-ics of the original "home loea1s" -aItor 1925, ànd the union 

was never strong enorgh ta engage in any meani~gful cd1iective 

bargaining wi th the mine owners. One wl'i t'et: ~g'oes so far as to 

state that the Mine WOl'kel'S' Un-ion of ~ana.d~~as a "paper.ol'gan

ization" and that tlt~e pel'iod betweell 1925 and 1935 saw the 
3 

abandonment of labour unionism" in the PCrows' Nest Passa 

These assertions are 1ess than preclse. rhe response of the ,\ 
1 1 ~. ,r" "''<'" 

1 Crow minel's to the Depression ût"'the 1930's was'.not monoli"thic, 
l 
l , 
\ald d:i.ffered wide1y frdm ca",p to camp. After a period of inc1'eas-
r , ' 
~nglY aggressive radical aetivity dpring the period 1930-193~, 

'Coleman came .\ll}del' the sway of "é'rypto-fascist" forms of leader::-' 

ship, whi1e BI~' l'more ~wung f rther towal'd~- the Lcft. Corbin 
! ' 

'exhibit-ed a higl degl'ee of union,militanc'e in 1935, but se~ms to 

unaf:tefted by radiea pOlitiès. Michel never seemed 

\ have been able to make up 1 s mlnd on the question of affili-

a ~on to 'the Mine WOl'kel's' Union of ,Fanada. Hillcrest and Fernie, 

B.C." remained fairly passive thl'oughout the periode Th~ kind of 

labour unionism whie~ emerged in the Alberta Pass dYl'ing the 

early 1930'~ was very different from that e~pouscd by cithel' 

th home 10eals or the United Mine ~orkers organization. Economie 

1 

î C ;' 

1/ 



, ' 

() 

131 ••• 

condi tions prevented the union ,from p\.\Fsuing " norma 1" trade 

union objec~ive~, and forced the miners/to re-direct their 

.energies. In some'respects the M.'W~U.C.: in the cro~' Nest,Pass 
l'Y'''/ • ,-' , \ 

was not a trade union at aL\. i11-' the ordinal'Y sense, but rather 

a movement of a diffel'ent oroer; a movement of resistance, both 
, 

POlitica~ and economic~ against the capitalist reg,ime, '0. rear j.J' 

gdard act'ion to p'reserve the' 'lust shl'eds of working c lass inde-
J • , . 0 

pendellce ill, a \per~o~~ wh::tch this independence 'came Ulldel' relent-

less attack fl'onviîl qual'tcl's. Yet it was not simply a "class 
~ 
Aspects of class ~nd ethnicity, someiimes comple-

mentary, sometimes cOllflicting, lntertwined in its evolution, 

until the vo la ti·le mixture fina lly exploded in the course 0 f thE;;; 

"great st;rike" of 1932. 
1 

'As was seen in Part J, the M.W.U~C. ~t no time-represented 

more than one half of the 3,500 coal miners on bath sides of,the 

provillC ia 1 line in the Crows 1 Nest Pass. 'The home lOa!a ls of 1925 

constituted two distinct categ~rieS~ those that had bee~ initi

ated by the coal campa nies (Fernie, Michel and Hillcrest); and 

those whichohad been formed by the mine workers themsel~es 
, 4. 

(Coleman, Blairmore, Bellevue 'ahd dorbin). The latter group 

had at least tried to alter their home loçai/company uniori 

status through affiliation with the M'lU'C" while t~he former 

had ~ot. Sorne correlation, porhaps coincidental, can be made 

between the capi ta 1 structures of the can panies invol ved and 

. " 
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their ability tb retain absolute control ovel' their employees.' 

Hillerest Collieries was, by 1925, an adjunct to the Hel'bert 
l . 

Holt/C.P.R. empire; while the mines at Fernie and Michel were 
1 

contro lIed by la rge sca le American rai Iwuy a nd mi ning capi ta 1. 

Corbin Col~ier~es ,on, the other hand, was the persona 1 domain 

of the Corbin family of Spokane. The ~perations at Cole~an, 

~Internatirnal and M6Gillivray mines~ were independently owned 
5 

until they were swallowed by the C.P.R. in the early 1930's. 

We~t Canadian Collieries (Blairmol'e and Bellevue), which 

e'ven a militant o·f 1932 chal'acterized as Il an hon('ul'abJ.e company" 
1 

present~ us with a ~pecial case. A subs~diary of a Fr~lCh multi------. - ---~--------

natirmal COTllpar~y which controlled the coal Z'n stry of Indo

china as well'as the French in~erest in the uez Canal, West . . . 
Canadian had historically been noted fol' its ability to attrac~ . 
"the pick of the miners" in the Cl'OWS' Nest PasSe !ts repre-

sentatives in Canada were, in the main, educated French teehno-

crats sueh as Georges Visl)ac, inventor of the "Visaac Coal Gig tl
, 

/?" 

and prior to the Great Depression, large amounts. of capitall had, 
6 

flowed into its Canadian operations. The 1925 Coal Commission 

foun9~ can~~ia!1'S Greenhil{ colli~ry 

exemplary safety and,working conditions, 

one could stand erect anywhere within ft 

) 

a t Blairmore to have, 

and lauded the fact that 

a fact due as muah 

to the large coal seams at'BlairmoreiJ--~ to 12 feet in )Ieight) 
~ 1 

as to the company's engineering pol~cies. It also noted with 

-- ...... ", 
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, 
approval the introduction of the compressed air pick into the 

Greenhill mine -- an innovation, however, which was not regarded 
7 

with the same unanimoui approval by the employees. Al though ' 

• West Canadian, in common with the other operators in the Pas" 

never officlally .recognized~the M.W"U.C. as a bargaining agent, 
, . 

and dealt with the M.W.U.C. Loéal as a ,"commit tee of employees", 

i t is signlfica-l1t tha"t i ts sis ter c~mpa ny, il tg ,Horn and Saunders' 

Creek Collier:f~s, was one of the very few caal cornpanies in 
8 

Alberta to do so. Nevertheless, West Canadian Callieres was to 
1 

bear the brunt of ;.the c lass conflict of the 1930' s, 'and i ts 
1 

.~ . ~ 
emplayees were destined. ta gain-.the l'eputation of b.r,ing, the most 

... ~ 
militant proletarians in the country. 

Labour'relations'a,t the Greenhill mil'le began to sq;ur in 

1928-1929, when the company' s praduc t ion and prof its first b.eg.an 

ta sag, and a tough new und,~rgroU:nd manager was insta11ed at 
,r 

Blairmore. U11der t~ direction of Harvey Blake, cost-cutting 

;;;;; hniS ue5 S UC ~ as lI" 'l'emo,v al of pilla 1'5 to ge t ." loà% r~cove r~" 
were pu~ into practié~ Taking the 'pillal's -- those parts of 

"/ <7 

usually l'eft., argely untO\fched ta sec ure the l'oof 
~.,..} 

• 
the s'earn 

/' 
meant ,,"?.c;xid places" and high wages (as much as $50 a day) 

1 • 

\ 
ma yI have 

\ 

" favQ\).red contract mine:rs, but it also entailed a general 
9 

for a few 

-
decline in the safety standards of the mine. 

; 
Blake's greatest 

~in, howevel', was his prejudice agaiust f6reign nationalities. 

The cbntr~ct system had a1ways opened itself to the p1ayillg of 
,j 

.... 

;. 
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" 
favourites, 'as it ~s traditiona111 the prerogative of the 

• boss to' assign "places", good 01' bad, to the contoract men. 
\) 

1 

/ 
1 

Blake played .the game, not only by the usuai criterion, but on 

the basis of ethnicity. In the lute 20's he impqrted 50-odd 

Welsh miners -- part of the unemployed "refuse" of . , 1926 

who ·had been lured to Canada by way 0.1 the harves t excurs ion 

into Gr.eenhill and gave them good ~aces to try ,.to enSUl'e their 

loya 1 ty. This provoked widespl'ead r~n tment amongs t the, other 

employees, who a1ready were competing fO..F available work •. Blake 

made no secret of his 'ultimate intentions. Hi.s reported boast 
p 

that he would make IHairmol'e a "White Man's ~mp" seared\the 

soul of that community, and laid the foundations for future 
10 

conflict. 

The use of the words "White M,an" underlines the key ele

ment of ethnic~ty without whi'ch one cannot hope to understar 

the evolution of class relationships in the Crow during the 

1930's. Our first consideration, of co~rse, must be empiricai., 

,The 1925 Coal Commisaion reported the iJllowing ethnie break-

down in the Alberta Pass, the term "8ri t ish" being used to 

inc1ude the small number of native English Canadians amongst 

J the mine workers: British" 44%; Slovak, 23%; Italian;,14.5%; 
,-' 1 

~ 

Fr~nch and Belgian, 7%; Russian, 2%; Other Europe~ns, 8.5%; , 

and Americall,S, 1%. (See Appendix D, Table 1). Having lailed 

<, 

", , 

\ ô 

, 
! 

" , 

" > 

(1 

. , 



,~ ~ 

t 
r 

< 

," 
~I 

.1 
~'t 
} 

J'.. ,', 
-:.,11 

il 
( 
t;-

~ 

'/ 
1 

135 ••• 

ta 1oc-a-tê'"iii'ê prima,ry da ta ail which the Commission' s findings 

were based, a further breakdown 011 a local basis can onltbe 

ach1eved through reference ta the reports of the DomipioB Census ) 

for the' various ,m,unic ipa lit ies invol ved. This is imprec ise, not 

only b~caus~ Many of the eoa 1 camps are Ilot listed ,separa tely 

o in the 'census reports, but a Iso because one ca nnot a~sume tha t 

,ail 1;he 'inhabitants Q,f a particular nfUlllcipality are coal miners 

or 'their dependents~ N~vel'thelc:Jss, 1 these \l'epol'ts will have to 

suffiee .. 

The most significal)t info!ma tion whieh can be gleal~d from 

the census data i5 that which relates ta a comparison between° .. . 
'the towns of Coleman a I1d B la irmore, Alberta. Rougllly 'simi laI' 

ip siz~, a~ld both dependant on the coal industry fa 1:
1 
thei~ _________ 

existence, :these two neighbouring towns drifted, fUl'ther and • 
\ 

further apart -during the Depression on political.:-and tradé union J . ' 

issues. "The f1\Çile conc lusion of Olle s ~udent, who a ttl"ibutes 

Blairmore's greater pilitance ta the tact that Harvey M~rphy 
1 

'tlsp~nt a gre/a t deal,' of 
/ . his time ln that town" simply does 

. Il 

, 
not 

explanation. , 'provid~ a ~'atisfactory 
, 1 

, The qra l tradition of 

the Crows' Nest ~ass stresses ,inst~ad the rgle of e"\hnicity in 
, 

determining this phenomenon.' Veter'ans of botl~ s'ides of the) 

conflict feel tha t Blairmore. f s tendenCy' towar.d 'the left c/. be 

.partially attributed to the relative ~repondera.nce 'of Itàlians, 
" 

Slovaks, Finns and Scandin~vians.~n that towll; while Coleman's 

" 

1 
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\~ ... 
conserva tism ..vas inf1uenced by the re la. tive preponde~ncè of., 

\ ,lA ~ • 

. \ \ These op i nions are bo :l1e o~ t by the a va ilab le da ta. The 
" \ '6._ 

{, \ ... 
Census 'ft 1931. found a.

1 

higher pl'oportion of Italians, Slovaks, . 

and Fin~/Scat1dil1avians in 'B1ail'mol'e than in Coleman; and more , 

Poles .and\Al1g10~axona in the latter town (See ~ppendix D Table).;). 

The mos~ tè'fling sta tistics ythich emel"g€ al'e th . 
those belong~ng to the "British Races" 

1 
\ 

,Blairmore the~\ were 
. '\ 

in a minorit~, and 

thé population. \ In Coleman their position 
i" - \\ 

pel'centages ~of 

In "\ 

of 

el'sed, the 

_---"'-----------~"' ",sri tis h ~a ce~" li~ vi ng 54. 4%~ 0 5;:~ ti~e t~~e 1. This situa tion is 

illustrated as weI], by the l'e1i~f~ous make-up àf the tFo towns. 

p~o'~'estanti~m" (Ang;icans, pl'eSbytel:f!ns and United Church), ;h'~ 
\ . \ 

~e1igion of 'the riWhit~. Man", had the alleg1ance cH !],?8% .of 
1 \ . \ 

,Coleman's inhabitants 1\1 1931; ~2.17% of B1airmore's. 52.9% of 
'Co f 

'p the péople' of Blai-rmol'e were Roman CathoiièS, the religion of ,,,,,,:,,, 13' ' 

" 

the "fol'eigne~'" r \1.
e
61r- i~.Coleman. The l'eligious dimension 

1s not wi thou·t l'e1eval1ce to' our discussi.Oll of Commun1sm and the 

miners' 'union, as we sha Il see la ter. 
.,'" ,1... 

II 

11'1 1930 th; Conununist Party Orga:1~zatiO'n in the Alberta 

P:lss 'was sma11.and definitely dominated by the "foreign element". 
1 Il 

From the spotty reports in the Communist Party manuscripts] i t " " 
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~t>... , 
.' would seem that the Blairmore Branch had twelve méntbers, 

"'-
lIall of whom are Finns, etc." while- Bellevue had· four of 

unspecif1ed origin. Çoleman, had' a much larger contingent, 
, 

Which included Stokaluk's Ukrainian Fnrmer Labour Temple Associ-
. 

ation group, as weIl as a handful of Anglo-Saxons recruited by 
14 

Ha,rvey Murphy (seven out of forty-seven)}. . -There were two 
, . 

" 
women worthy, 9f note 11t the revolutiona,ry movem~nt in Blail'more: 

Anna Apponen, a Finn whom Murphy described as "the best female 

re'(olutio~st ~n thè Party" ; ai1d Mar~ North" who founded the 

Women!s Labour League (an affiliate of the W.U.L.) in the town 
15 

in 1930. Despi:OO the appearance' Ç>f the odd Anglo-Saxo
c
l1, 

CO!1lmunism~was widely,regarded as a strictly "foreign" phenomenon 
(/ " 

,in some working ass circles. Evan Morgan', the Welsh Secretary 
. ,/ ~ \ 

of the M.~. u.e local, at [~ail'mOl'e deseribed the fOl'eign mine' 

workers as ~' 0% Communist~" and suggested that the govel'nment 
., 

"charter a boat and ship them to as a solution to the Russia." 
16 

unemployment prQIHem in May, 193.0. 
.At ~ } 

The ~arlier wo~king class 

uni ty which had been forged by the O. B. U. period and the Soc ia 1-. 
ist Party had broken down wi th the eollapse of these organiza-

~ tioqs and d~v1sions of the working class politieal movement into 

Communist and Labour Party factions, Christophers, for example, 
r 

driofted far to the right duril1g the la te 1920' s, and, beeame a 

determined enemy of the Communists. 
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The relative stYength of these opposing factions was 
~~~ 

demonstra ted by the results of the A lbol'ta e lec tion in Rocky 

( 
"',le' Mountain in June , 1930., Harvey Murphy hU,d done his best to 

/ 

,~\ ' , 

get a Cotmunist' nomina ted by the miners, inbt~~d of a represen-

ta ti ve of the tradi t lona l Labour Party orga ùiza tion. A meeting 
1 

w 

of the Coleman miners' union did in fact endoI'se Communist Rock 

Sudw9rth, aocrusty Yotkshireman whose name appears on the O.B.U. 

blacklist of 1919, as their candidate br a two ta one majority. 

Led by Christop hers, howevel', whom Murphy sa id \vas "wi Id' ovel' 
\ 

the Sudworth nomina tion; the Labouri tes insisted on ri.inn-i-ng one 
17 

of their own p Joe Stubbs, in ~he·plection. The diVision,of 

course, ol~ly benefi ted a, thil'd candida te, r'unning as an indepen-. 

dent, who squeaked by with under 50% of the total vote (See . , 
Appendix F, Table 1). The Communists seem to have been content 

wi th defea ting the Labour Party in the Puss mtning towns, 671 

to 494. Theil' only other candida te in the province, John 

O'Sul1ivan -- another ex-O.B.U. leader -- l'eceived only 200 
18 

vot~s in Dl'umheller. The totrnout was genel'ally 10w. Many 

[workers May have been job-seeking elsewhere, while so~e of the 
_.r 1 

"foreigners" pel'haps did .not have the l'ight to vote. The ge:neral 

trends, however, were significant. Sudworth came in last in l 

"
Hillcrest and his own home town of Coleman. œ~e only town:which 

ca,st a Communist majority was Frank, a ~illage one' mil~e~st of ,--' 
Blairmore, which-had~ a Iso a majori ty ,0fCzechs and Slovaks amongst 

, 19 • ' . 

i ts popu la tion. Similar results were Jorthcoming in the union 

! 



o 

139 ••• 

e ].ections oI AUJS t, 1930. Jrhe W. U. L. candida te for President 

~ 
received healthy majorities in B~airm?re and Be~lcvue, but was 

defeated in Co1e~nn (See Appendix E, Table 3). 

As the Depression deepened, economic conditions went irom 

bad to worse in the- Cl'OWS' Nest Pass. ':Be tween 1929 and 1931 

coa1 production at 13lairmol'e, Be1lEfxue and Coleman dl'opped by 
20 

approximntely one hall. At the same time"the total wnge bill 

for the industl'Y in the Alberta Puss had bem eut by almost 60%, 

whi le the number of days worked in the mines ~ropped by 40~. 
21 

Even in 1929, the Pass camps had wOlked only 175 to 200 days. 

Underemployment, tl}e n curse of the coa 1fie Ids throughout the inter-
1 

war period, reached unpreeedented heights in ihverse propor~ion. 

with the c.p,~"s dwindling appetite for ste~coal. By March, 

1931~ the West Canadian Collieries had introduced the split shift 

'\.. or "stagger system", by which work crews wotild be div1ded in 

half. Thus if the mine wOl'ked two da ys a week, 'caoh 'man would 
22 ~ 

get one days work. One of the "petty tyrannies" indulged 1n 
, 

by the operators was their habit of never letting the worklB.n 

know in advance when the mine would be ope'n. Instead" the miners 

would have to ~ajt lor the mine whistle -- two blasts work, 

three blasts, no work -- each and every morning Lo find out. 

Ollly the Hill~st management kept a regular weekl,{ schedule, a 

iac t which '~is repo'rted to have had much to do wi th the loya 1 ty , 

1 
;/ , 

~~ 



, 

~ 

() 

. / 

.. 
23 

exhibited by their employees during the 1930'5. 

140 ..• 

While the part-time mine workers scraped a meagre living 

from what seemed to be a dying industry, the unemployed and the 

destitute were thro\~n on the tender mercy 01 thè relief authori-

ties. The suggested expenditure for local 01f1cers was $4.24 

a month per family, ior a diet of the poorest grades of fioul', 
21 

rice, porridge, beans, sugar and prunes. The youth and the 

single men had the hardest time obtaining relief or employ~ent, 
Cl 

like ~heir confreres in other parts of Canada during the Great 
, \ 
.t' 

• '1 

Depe~ession. Bennett's solution to the problem, the relief 
1 

camp, was y:ery shortlived in the Crows' Nest Pass, whose people 

were not accustomed to "slave labour". The sole camp,in the 

Alberta Pass at Passburg, near Bellevue, was broken up shortly 

after its establishment in 1931, alter its inmates went on strike 
25 

to protest condit~bns. It would be inaccurate, however, to 

assume that the radical appeal was confined ta the footloose 
r 

single men. Unlike many mining camps in the Province of Alberta, 

the labour force in 1:he Pass towns was mainly sedcntary. In 

1930, 70% of the mine workers ht Blairmore, for example, were 
26 

married meih 

Pfivate and religious philanthropy proved unequal to the 

tas~ presented by the collapse of the coal industry. By 1931, 

it is said, they had uexhauste~ their fu~ds ta assist the unem-
27 

ployed miner." MoreoNer, the whole idea of charity was 

o , 
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resented by the miners, who rightfully regarded themsel as 

responsib~e for mueh of the nation;s wealth, and who f 

degraded by beeoming eeonomie "basket cases"", The apPlara e 

of Red Cross relief posters in the Puss brought lorth an angry 

reaetion, expressed in class terms, by Andrew Dow, ~ecretart of 

the Coleman local: -"'\ j' 
"> II 1 \,_/ 

The workers of this or any other country do n~l require 
any Red Cross Society; neither do they ,require~~ed tape 
to either elothe their families or ieed them; thelgathe-
iog of second-hand clothes is DGt necessary for tur • 

produce ... when they ean produce pr01its for the ~arasites 
workers ... the trouble is tha t they are only a llo~ed to 

who rob and exploit labour. 
28 \ 

" \ 
AlI of this 

1 
" 

c,~ntributed 
)-

l ,~, 1 

ta the growth of the Commu6i~ 
.... ~......#' 

/ 
After ,:the 1930 eleetion the Labour Party in the Pass movement. 

seems t'a have/)argely cOllapsed, and the Anglo-Saxon leadership, 

:yhich,ha' ~ported it,' split into , Some, like Andy 
~p ''', " \ 

Dow, made common ~s~ wi th the Communis,ts i 11 a "uni ted front" 
-"'J 'f ) 

0i 'the Left. Others \bide,d t he il' t ime, wai t i ng a r a more season-

able moment to seize the initiative, and drifted 1urther .to the 

right. With the re-emergence of Stokaluk in early 1931, the 

support of the U.F.L.T.A. and the ethnies was secured ta the 
, 1 

Party poce more. During the W.U.L. referendum, aIl three 10eals 

voted for the Communist proposaI: Bellevue by 66%; Coleman by 

67%, ind Blairmore by 92% (See Appendix E, Table 4). The May 

1 demonstration of 1931 was the biggest that J:he Pass had séen 

( 
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\ 

in years. Two thousand people were present, and )"listel ed 

attentively ta the message of May day, which on,ly the re olution-

dry movement leàds today", A tradi tional holiday for t)le miners, 

the union used its influence on the local school boards ta give 

tt).e childl'en of Blairmol'e and Coleman the day off as weIl. The 
\ 

'Red Flag flew from the speakers' pl at 10 l'ln', on .... hich sat not on\ly 
, 

Malcolm Bruce and John Stokaluk, but Archie Fraser, a well-known 

trade un~onist from Coleman, ana Evan Morgan, wllose views on 

"communism" seem. ta have me lloweù cons~del'ab ly in the previous 
29 

year. The Communists committeù only one "faux pas" at the 

celebration, when Malcolm Bruce delivered a Marxist tirade 

against the stagger system, fol' whiSh he was "roundly criticized 
30 

wi thou t exception." The miners ha~ determined that an equal 

sharing of the work, however slim the pickings ffilght bo as a 

r~sult, \Vas tho only way to doal with the situation,.:f.t~néI if they 

had to hang, they would surely hang together, 

The events a t Estovj!n spurred ana ther flurry of "agi ta tian" 

in the Pass. Mass moetings \Vero held in protest, at which 

speakers like Andy Dow declarod that the miners "asked for 

bread" but were "given bullets" instead. AlI, the camps took 

strike votes, but, as indicated above (page ll~ the mine whistl~s 

blew Itno work" on the apf>ointed day. At Coleman the militants 
31 

went ahead With their picketting onyway. 

\ \ 

L 
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As the third yelOf the Great Depressiol opened, the \\ 

uneastness of the min'ers was j nereased bYs~rumojl's of impel~din~ , 
\. C 

wage reduc tions, spurl'ed by demn.nds of ope l'a tor~ in the Dl"U~':" \ 
.\ "" 

\ 

heller Valley and Nova 8cotla 10l"'further pay cu~s in early 
. " 

1932. Although the rumOUl'S were denied by compalV offiéials, 

there can be 1iti~e doubt that idea of cuts was ubpermost in the 
\ 

cOl'porate minds in(11e Crows' ~est Pass field as 'W\11, as the 

1930 cont1'acts come up fol' renewal. ~est canadian'\ George 
\ 

Visaae, in privaie correspondence with the miners' Plogresslve 

Party representative·in Parl1ament, George Coote, had ritten 

on the subJect thus\in 1931: 

••. this depression WIll not end until we have seen a 
thorough deflation. We must be able to reduce our 

" selling' priee. We have done it n.lready to a small\ 
extent, by reduct ions ln costs and a redue tion of ten \ 
percent in the salaries of aIl our offIciaIs. We must 
go;/further. \ 
J' 32 \ 

oIn fan oJl1inous tone reliliniscent '01 the POOl' Law Commlssioners in 
\ 

/ 

England during the "hungry thirt ies" of the 19th centui'y, Visaae 

suggested_that the miner could aIIord to eut out Items ~ueh as 

orange juiee from his diet, and that Canadians in general would 

be better off if they ate more bread. 

vened 

the Mi ne 'Workers' Union of Canada eon
\ 
\ 

d Front Wage Sea le Conven tion", which i ne luded 

~eft Wing deI rates from the U. M.W. of A. camps as weIl as those 

from the M.W. Among those present were Sam 8eorlet, out on 

,<> 

\ 
\ 

\~ 
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MUl'phy, now bail pending trial iri Saskitchewan, and Harve~ 

returnedjto the District iollowing his iravels ove1'seas. The 

Convention re~olved to hold a general strike in Alberta if 
. 33 

wage cuts were imposed on any of the province's miners. A 

referendum on the question ultimately returned a majority in 

.?"-~ 

favour Oi'.5uch action. However, b~eft:jré1the ballot was taken, 

the Crows' Nest Pass ,had been plun~ed ü:\:o an indust1'ial war of 

its own making. This struggle woJld prove to be the sternest 

test of the Mine Workers' Union of Canada. 

As a result of the activities of the"United Front" \)love
r 

mentI, ,which will be dealt with further in another context in 
1 

Chafter 5, thel'e was much talk of a "district str'ike" in 1932. 

The 'idea of a -"district strike" was probably pure chimera, as it 

had been ovel' since 192,6 ... Nevel'th~less, the rhetol'lc contributed 

to the pOl'tl'ayal of 'the dispute which broke out 1n the Pass as 

a Communist conspiracy by the enemies of the minel'5. While ,the 
• 

spread of "Red" ,idea5 in the previous two ye~l"s was not ir1'ele

vant to the events which were to transpire, the Pass strike ~as 

l'aunched by the l'ank and file as a l'esult of long standing local 

grievances. It cannat be attributed lo the evil genius of Harvey 

Murphy, or any of the ~othel' "ou tside agi ta tors" sa deserved ly 

"ha ted by thc bosses. The stl'ike llad becn fOl'eshaJowed by walk-

ohts in Coleman on Junuary 27 and betweon F~bl'ual'y 2 and 8 to 

reinforrie demand~ for sharing of the wOl'k equally amongst wll 
o 

/ 
1 
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\ 
emp10yees -- the Most impol'tailt, gl'ievance in the coal mines 

34 
\ 

dul'! ng the 1930' s. \ 
\ 

\ 
The long awaited showdown between the Mine WOl'kers' Union 

\ 

of Ca.nada and the opel'at91's in the\lberta Pass was spal~k-e..d by 

an ~ncident whicl1 occurrea in the. Gr~\lhil~, mine at Blairmore 

on the afternoon of February 22, 'when a mine worker named Jim 
"l 

Zemek refused th come to heel when ordere to sp~ed u~ his de-

parture from t'he pi ts by fil'eboss' Danny Ree. Several unpl'int-

able words were exchanged between the two,an Zemek re fused . . 

to apologize fO~l' tl is, he \Vas summarily dismiss d. 

tae members of the lairmore 10ca 1 union held an 
.j --
ing~ and vo ted to strike "until our coml'ade 

/ ' yet, there was little suggestion of a split along 

1 ndeed, the strlke ca Il was moved and seconded by 

That night 

As 

Turner and Wormesely, both of whose names are to be found on the 
4 ~,) 

scab list in latel' months. Harvey Murphy was "miles away" 

tà.me, and played' no part in tl}e inaugura tioll of the strike. 

The origin of the st~ike was described thus by a local , 
militant: 

For the,_ last twelve months during which West C~nadian 
Collieries opel'ated, their employees, pa~ticul«rly in 
the Blairmol'e mine,wel'e tyrannized ovel' and subjected 
to Many indignities by certain officiaIs. The breaking 
po~nt was reached when an attempt was made to compel a 
lad to abuse himself be.fol'e a number of bosses Qecaus~ 
hé answered back w,hen his boss f;iwore ut him. The stl'ike 
was called to pl'otest this despotic action, as weIl as 

1 
r 

l .... 
.. ·4 
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to in$ist that a v~rbal agreement, .. to the effect 
th~t work be ,equal;t divided, be observed by manag -
ment. 

36 

Q \ 

On February 24, one day itel' the Blairmoi'e wa1kout, the 
, " ' , .,' , 

~ell~vue local struck in sympathy, 630 con1 miners were 10W off 

the job. " The head of the Crows' Nest Puss Sub Uistr.ict oard,' 0 

\Joe Krkosky, from Blairmore, -pressed for il work stoppage in 

COleman,"'W.Q!c~X fi~lally cà..me about on 

"closing of ,the pla.ces" of 12 men, nt 

. • ./f',_ 

Ma'rch 1'8, following 'the 

one of the min.es. The 

next day miners at the other colliery ceased wor~ in sympathy.' \. 

According to the Lnbour Gazette's st~tistic~, there Were a~ this 
1 ~ .. , 

1 • 
point some 1,255 emp10yees of the three con l ,ompa nies -- Wes.t 

1 

Canadian, International, and McGl11±vra~ Creek - involve~ in 
~ 1 

the di,pute. The ,mood seems to have'beèn one of extreme mifi

tance ~though Many of the rank arnd e;l.'e uncleal' 

as t.o the spec ifie issues at s take, as Harvey Muq>h \~\ admi t ted 

lat~r. 37 To the Middle class Coleman "OUI,;,.l" the' <:t~,ke wu .. " 

"a 'test of strength between operatol's and the worker~ a\. ta Wlho 
\ 38 1 \ 

shal1 ~·u.r hé mines", 0 .In tJle final analysis, thé' st1'i' 
• 

were sparke by the ~em~k f~ri~g s to have bean 

tive expressi n of a people fed up witli the kind 

iinposed, on th~~durin~ t'he Gre,a';-= e~l:s= . \ 
., ... " 

" \ili 

'Although ,West\Canadian did il faet offer ~ 

eo-
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.• Ze'mek .\, 
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shortly after th~ strike began, settlement of the dispute was 
(, 

de1ayed by a co~plicating factor -- the expiry of the 1930 
,1 

contracts on March 31. It .becamG! :obvious that the operators . ' 
had sei~ed the opportunity presented by the strike to eliminate , 
the Mine Wo~kers' ~nion of Canada in th~ Pass and replaoe it 

wlth ."home' 10cals" Inore to t:1eir taste. AlI thl'ee oompanies ~IOW 

insisted that thei1' émployees formally "renou.l0e" the M.W.U.C • . .: ' 

before negotiations le~ding to a l'encwal'(>f contracts could \' 

begin. The M. W. U.C. ~111d the W. U. L. wel'e communistlc, apd ther,e-
r • 

fore i11ega~. Geo~ges Visaac moaned that WQst Canadian would be 

placed- on the C.P.R. ts blapklist if he treated with the un~o~, 
1 

whi le other oifie ia ls curt Iy dee lared tha t the s trike was "po 1i-

tical" and that i ts leaders -- especially Harvey Murphy -- Viere 
',', 39 ~ 

not interes ted in !' economie" issues. TllQ Co lema n Jour na l, 

referring ta the "l1isuni ty League" as a "mushroom organization" 
,:;" 
...._ il 1 

" . , ___ decÎared tba t there eould be no "sidestepping" al'ound the faet 

/ 
,,_---'--~- \ • . . 40 

c -------.-- - that "democra tic government or die ta torship i6 the issue". 

~., 

o 

To th~s kin~ of propagand~ the miners' union replied: 

The bosses say i t is o111y a question of reds -- "Leave 
the Workêrs~ tTnity League and we shall have no quarreln 

•.. the miners are too wise to be taken in by the bosses' 
iQxy taetips. They are goin« to stick ta their ace 
card, tlleir mi li tant W. U. L. ulJ-ion., 

41 
' .. 

Despite these brave words, the, workers wel:e not 0,[ one 

, mind, for the strike was 'more than a simple' labour-management 
1 

l , 
dispute. Po li tiea 1 quest ions and e~hnic sli'li t5 conti nued tb 

~1: ... ., 
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divide the mil,ers. In Coleman, a strong and vocal anti-communi!!lt 

element, hea,ded by "older and saner" Anglo-Saxon )leaders such 

aS,Ddve Gillespie, William White and Bill Lees, was very much 

in evidence. So far, we have devoted littlci attention to the:' 
~5'9 

eonservative grœ p, ~owever, i ts importance in the conduet of 

the strike cannot be overestimat,~d. Ref1eoting on the events of 

1932, a former co:i~man mine worker explail~d his l'easons for~ 

opposing the strike: 

VVe had OUlè. own union which was good Cbefore affiliation 
in the ~.U.L.) It was agroeable to us, it was a~reeable 
to the Companies, and we were getting along fine. We 
had picnics in the summertime. We had money in the 
bank ... Sometimes we didn't have to pay our fiity cen~s 
a morith. We had money, eh, and we had no troubles. But 
the Communists ·were there, trying to take over .•. we were 
against Communism. ( 

. Thi-s individua 1 held bi tt~r memories of the hunger and hardship 

eQd~rea by ~he 'mine;s during the stl'ikes of the early 20 l s, and 
. ," 

saw no point in having a repetition of these. To him the "home 

local" set up, under which the union qecame a kind of mutual aid 

?r social clu~, w~~·the best that could 'he obtained given the 

state of the tl'ftle. The ou~ting of Wheatley and the affiliation,' 
" 

of the union >to the' mi li tant Worker;' Uni ty League had crea ted 
, , 

a situation in which it seemed imperative "to get that damn 
, 42 

union 'out of there." 

'The conservative group in Coleman drow most of ~t~, support' 

'from the ItTrue Blue British" 'elemellt, ns wéll as ~~ Polish 
1 , . 

.. 
. " 

. ' .. 

1 
j . 
, '----
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eommunity of that town. Unlike the other national groups in 

the CrÇ>ws' Nest p~ss, the Poles seem to, have been' inclined 

more iowards eonservative nationalism than to left wing radical
. ,43 

ism during the 1930's. As earl~ as April a, the right wing 
,..l' ' 

seems ·to have .pommanded eo I1sirl~rable· support in the Coleman 

, \1 <, local. On ~hat day the local meeting f~a\ured a debate on the 
'" • r 

, , 

merits o.f the strike between Murphy and Dow on the ,one~ hand, and 

Gillespie and Lees,ow the other. After the 'meeting the mine , , 
,oP 

workers voted 319 to 218 in fa~o~r 01 the latte~'s proposaI for 
44 

a re"'consideration of the strik~ mandate. 

1 

At the other camps, ho~ver, the ~ft Wing remained firmly 

in the saddle. Ninety per,~t of the union members at Blair-
. ~ 

more and Bellevue IÙld voted in favour of the United Front" 

strike' on April Ij as opposed ta 82i i~~oleman (See Appendix E ' 
" 1 ' ",-;ï::. • 

Table 6)., May,Fa y :1932 saw the "big,gest demonstration in the 

hist~ry of the Crows' Nest Pass" , Wh~n' t'he scho~lS were· ag'ain 
l' .. 

i 1 
closed ta allow the~children ta joinitheir folks at a monster 

, 

ra lly in Blail'more. TI~e '- 50 lidari ty 6f the W~st ç-anadia~i- "strikei's (r 

was quiekly put ta the~test, as th~ Company began~o.sign up 1 

men for work and "~l~nounc~d "tts intention Of, brea~in: the ~tl'ike ('\, 

a t Bell:evue on Wedhesday, Mayof 4. On ~uesday ni~h.ty tli~ tWQ 

, . # 

for what would prove to be the mo~t sa'V'ag~: class 
", 

W~ile\300 pickets 
\ 

.. 

'1 

.-< 

" 
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m.il~tain~ an all-n~ght vigil at the rlithead, I~spec~ r Duncan 

of the R.C.M.P. (the Alberta Provincial Police wâs disbal1ded 
" .... " 

on April l, 1932) mo'!;èd in with 75 ':heavil'y armed" members of 
j 

the Force. \~hen th~, mine whistle blew "work" the l1ext mornil1g . 
they, along w~th a l1umbe~ of blaçklêgs estimated at between 

25 and 50 faced ;the pickettcrs. Upwards oi r l,200 men and ',women, 

fro,m the mining towns, gi'imly determined that the cause of the 

union should not fai.l, mal1ncd the line at the height of the C011-
0 

1 

frontation. Blairmol'e Ar~y V'eteVa ns Bill Knight and Sam Patter-

son dl'illed 

comma11d of the opel' 

lr~ilitary formation, while MUl'phy took 

The rallks ~f the strikers were swel-

led by .unemplQyed sympa thizel's, some of whom were l.eérui ted off 
k , ,O( 

• \) I",,! .. 

pas!nng box cars by John Stokaluk. 

, " 'In the battle which ellsued, batons were used fl'eely' on the 

"fQl'mi~able al'ray of pickets", the most "active and 110isy" of 

whom, wrote the Calgary Herald, were women. 'In l'etUl'll the Moun

tiej.wel'e assailed by missiles of v'arious "kinds, their eyes 
, 1 

stu g by lal'ge amounts of pepper thl'own about by the angl'y miners' 
f . ' ~ 

wà.ves. "Hand to, hand'~cuffles between the cOl1stab les and membel's 

of the mob" took 

arms, perhaps to 

,the I~ of the 
if' 

place, \)ut the Mountiesv did not use any fil'~ 
, " \ 

avoid the public outcfY which had followed on~ 

Estevan riot'six months before. The fight 
''ü ~ \ " 

continued unabated until the mOl'ning oI May 6, WhCll the ~ound 

of thr~ blasts of th~ mine whist le brought lo~th a grea t cheer 

" 

.: :'-" 

.... ~ 
.. , "'-
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from the strikers' ra~s. Admittingdefeat 

a t "scabherding", w~canadian. Collieries 
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~J 

in its attempt 

further annoqnced 
" 
.."." ,..-:1'''' 

the ft inde fini te c losure" of, the Be llevue mine on. May 12. "t'Along 
Q 

with at l,;east two women who wel'e badly battered by the~Police, 

~ver a dozen picketters were arrested for the crime of unlawful 

assemblyp A crude attempt by the authorities t~ deeapitate the 

strike'leadership by dragging.Murphy off to Lethbridge to face 

simila~ charges on May 13 was foilod by the Canadian Labour 

Def~nce League, which posted the $2,000 bail required for his 
. 45 

rele1lse. 

... 
After their defeat on the picket line, the enemies of the 

.• t ~ . Mine Workers' un~on .of Canada in he Pass turned to more subtle 

means of smashing' the strike, by means Of 'a campaign of "poli-
" 

tiea1 racism" mode11ed aitel' that of the Commit'tee of 1,000 

during the Winnipeg General Strike. '~ike the bourgeois of 

C Winnipeg in 1919, the union's QPpdne~ts sough~ to break up the 
, ., 

st~ike under the guise Qf a noble crusade to preserve the British 

way of life from "bo 12hev ism" and, even owo11 se, "foreign domina
, 46 

tion. " An organization calling itself the Klu Klux Klan reared 

i ts u'gly head, c laiming responsibi Ù. ty fo~' a fiel'y cross which 

appeared on a hillside near the 'Blairmol:e cemetel'y on the night 
47 

of :E;.riday the, 13th, along wi t~ a sign reading "BewareReds." 
1 

Asked about Klan activities in 1932, aH anti-coinmunist l'eplied, 
',~. \ 

\"Y~s, thère were a lot of those fiery crosses. They were as 

'"\: ' 

.' ' 

'r 
' .. ; " . 

....... " .. 
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harmless as cou!d he, but the; s~ red 

Communis'ts, let me te Il you." he 

1~2 ••• 

, 
1 

the he11 out of the 
l.,'\, 

Cl'osse-s may have been ..1, 48 ~ 

"haJ.'mless'~, but th~ idea behind th m hnd the effeet of further 
\ 

polarizing the mining eommunities on nntlonal and politieal 

lines. This polarization was especially evident in Coleman, 
\ 

, \ 

. \ 

where "goon squads" began to roam the jt'l'eets. The pl'evailing': 

atmdsphere is weIl desc~ibed in the fo lowing passage: 

There was a bunch of us that use 1"tO l'un around. Young 
English and Scottish-and W~lsh r~~lows ... We were gangs. 
We went aroUl'ld wi th lead pipes UP":'fOU1' sleeves and si lk 
stoc~ings filied with sand in our pockets and our heavy 
mine boots. We were rejtdy to defend ourse 1 ves if they 
ever ~tarted anything .•. we were damned weIl ready. 

l, 49 

Meèt\n~s of the" Co leman 100a 1 Ul1iOl~\Vere roeky sessions 
t 

ind~,as the eommunity split down the middle on the issue of 

the strike. The leadiqg militants amongst the Anglo-Saxons, Rock 

~Sudworth, Andy Dow and Archie Dow and Archie Fraser, \Vere 

drowned out by the rising choJ.:us o~ the anti-communists, who 

_ were moving more and more towards a violent rightest position, 

heavil~ tinged with the racism of the Klan. On ,May 14, yet - -~..-

another ballot at Coleman resulted in a 292 to 237 vieto!y for 

~I the nWhites." The Mine WOl'kers' Union of Canada then organized 

a meeting to urge the ft1ïners to reeon'ide.r. th~ir deeision to 

return to work. En ~oute to the ga thcring• ~"El B13llevue, the

car carrying JOe KrkoskY,and John Stokaluk w S piel'eed by an -
o • / 

\ 
• 
\ 
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object which they c,laimèd was a "22" bulle although an 

opponent suggests that it -could have been a " ittle wee rock" r 
50 

from the Frank Slide. Arriving at the Co~mup~ty Hall in 
\, 

Coleman, Stokaluk blamed the :lncident on K.K.K. gunmen. An 

eyewitness reports that: 

Stokaluk stood up at ~his meeting .•. ha~as running this 
thing down and he said that it was probably the K.K.K 
that had done it. There was one chap who stood.up and 
said that he was K.K.K. and he was damn sure the K.K.K. 
didn't do it. And John says, "You mean to tell me that 
you're K.K.K.?, and the fellow says, "Yes." WeIl, 1 
thought old John would die by fl'ighC He turned as 
white as the driven ~now, honest to God. 

v 

The meeting ended in a riot, after the so-called moderate 
,ç 

element threw Stokaluk and his suppprters out of the room. The 

fiasco has been described as "the begi11l~ing pf the end for 

Commullism" in Coleman, and w!i.s1n iact, the last meeting 'of the 

Mine Workers' Union of Canada in the town. ; 6ur repprt contiJ}ues: 
, 1 Il 

f 

- "\ 
" 

••. it w~s shortly after that the l'i6ts ' startcd ••• it came 
to blows in the community hall ••• 1 was standing behind a 
guy who picked up a chair and hit a feflow by name of 
Sandy Irvine ovel' the head. Sandy got :up and let this 
Russian have i t -- this big Russian, 1 ,forget his llame. 
But oh, that wns a riot! There werc gu~s bouncing 6ut 
of doors and jumping down the basement und out the 
chutes ••• But the cope were aIl ou't there and the>y moved 

, ~l. 1 
On May 23, the Coleman right wing organ~zed its own home 

in ••• 

loqal, the Coleman Miners' Association, whose' bylaws specificalJy 

excluded members of the Communist Party from holding office, 

) , 
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52 
anà signed a renewed agreement,wiih the two Coa! Companies. 

1 

1 

Three days lenter the Association' s mombers marched thl'ough the 
\ ~ 

\ ' 
tOW11

1 
of Co leman into the pi ts guarded by a large umber of the, 

, 

R.C.M.P., but were "nmolssted. The M.W:U.C. had a l'eady declared 

t T Col~man strike to be at an end, and advised' its\ supporters 

t \fign up for work before it was too lato. The IIS\~bhY home 

1 c~ 1" ,0 to quote 8toka lùk, had won the day. The t ra~~c a ftel'-

m th ~f t1f" Coleman striko was the discrimination of Approxi-' 

125 "known Communists", who were refused employment and 

w d not return to tbe pits, if they l'ot~rned at all~ Vntil 

" World War ~I. ~ The Companies, i t must he remembered, were always 

,dager to d ispo\se of surplus colliors during the DO'pl'ession, and 
/~ \ 

",Z·a.ê Cousins notE\s, "Thel'~ was much unfail'ness ••• and maqy \vere • 
"'",,--' " 53' ,( 

.. 
r 

jobless who had little~to do with union activities." 

The K.K,K., with its open and vicious brand of politieal 

r; racism, appeal's to have ceased to function nt this time, but it 

was l'epluced by a more respectable variant on the sumo them~, 

~ - 1 

whi,ch called itseU the "CitiZel\==>' Leagu~". lts avowed aim 'was 

(
to "oppose any person,orgnnization, who or wllich in any manner 

54 
) teaches sedition or revolutionary theo1'ies." Its founding 

/ 

committee of eleven included Coleman's Mayor, the editor of the 
. , 

Coleman Journal, n Protestant clelgyman, 'as weIl as Lees.: and 

Gillespie from the,home local. Although there was overt nativis~ 
~ 

in its/platfol'm, it is significant that all elevell were '''True 

.. 
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Blue British." Unfortunately, no list of those blaeklisted as 

"Communists" exists, but :from aIl reports, the vast lnajol'ity, 

of t~em were of "foreigll" origill, fO~' tl~e st rike a ( co'leman Jid . 
degenerated to a large degree into a racial conflict between ~hat 

Har\'ey MUl'phy called the "White Men and the forelgnel~s". AlI 
56 

the membél's of the U.F.L.T.A. were inclu ed on the blacklist. 

Although the newspapers claimed tha "the Reds are ready 

to ca Il i t a day" in the Pass fo llowing tl\ Co leman debac le, 

this was not to be. The posting 01' a list ~f 70 "Communists" 
\ 

who would not be rehil'ed under any Ci'rcuT11sta\ces by West Call1dian 

Collieries stiffened the resolve of the strik~rs, and quashed 

any hopes f(,)1' a settlement. In the face 01 th~ nanti-Red" 

hysteria being whipped up by the Blairmol'e bran h of the Citizens' 
, 1 

League, the min<: ~orkers stood tl1..ÇiJ' ground. In tt pathetie 

attempt to imitate the mass demonstrations oI the\ Mine Wurkers' 
'\ 

Union of Canada, the local bou~'geois staged a "Pa'triotic Parade" 

on the Queen's Birthday, May 24. 
pel 1 0 

The "respectable" citizenry, 

ine~uding dele~ations from the I.O.D.E., the R.C.M.P. and the 

Boys Scouts, l'al lied behind the West Canadlan Collieries Band, 

and li~tened. to a defiant speech Irom Mayor Parmer, who assu'ed 

his audience that Blalrmore was "not as Red as sorne would lik 
57 

-to be lieve:" To the union, the "respectable" element was co -

\ 
posed·· of "a numbcr of small to;wn businessmen whose vision and 

ideas extend as far as t'heir cash register .• ". If it were not 
(] 

J 
) 

l , 
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\ 

for the miners the whole kit and caboodle of them would help-
58 

lessly starve." 

The opposition continued to hammer away at the old the~es. 

According to the Blairmore Enterprise, less than 1% of the 

strikers were English, despite the fact that the strike committee 

wus predominantly English and the l'dIe played by'the English on 
59 

the picket line. Along with the despised fore1.gners, the "White 

men" had manfully taken their place in. the fight against the 

scabs and police. The Anglo-Saxon minority was, of course, split 

on the issue. At Bellevue, a committee of thl'ee, "True Blue 

Briti.sh" aIl, tried to establish a new home local(, but with lit-

tle initial success. ln response the strikers elected new com-

~ittees to represent them, wisely choosing men who ~ere neither 
60 

Party,members nor Eastern Euopeans. A l~lOugh 17 of the 21 

names on the West Canadian union sc~b list are English or Welsh,' 

the members of .this community did not line up as a body behi~ 

the home local. There is probably no way oi determining why 

sorne of tha Anglo-Saxons ~emained impervious to the arguments 

,of the operators and their allies, while sorne did nota Included 

in the strikers ranks were an old timer who had once owned the 

\Blatrmore Rotel, a number of Blake's We1shmel1,', and Evan Morga~ 
1 
:one of the most prosperous miners in the town. For many ~lite 

"?' , \ 

\ 
\ 

\ simply, the working class instinct of "sticking wi th the union" 

\ 
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too~ precedence oveo ~he nntivist idens whieh seem to have 
• t 

triumphed' in Coleman. 

The militants, of course, carried on a vigorous campaign 

against the sophist!ies ?f politienl racism: 

The committee of miner~ -has no luck negotiating with the 
operators, who 'will no,t consent t'o an agreement which 
prohibits discriminfition', ~everal men whom they decided' 
to discrimina te have fought overseas. What does the 
Citizens' Lo..îf,Ue think of that' They yell for English 
speaking people to .loin the Citizens' League",I! they 
are 50 enthusiastic about things British Why do they 
champion a group of foreign c~al operators who treat our 
bO"Ys in this way, .• 1 am El1gli~h myself, but •• , if the 
Union Jack is to bc/disgraeed.by the type Qf people who 
wave it uround at Citizens' League meetings, 1 would 
rather· see a red flag fl,.Ying in its place. 

61 

Much bitternesstwas stil'red up by the adherence of the-supposed 

spiri tuaI leaders of much of tire Ang la-Saxon communi ty ..."in Blai1'-

more, the Anglican und 'United Chul'ch.clel'gy, to the League. The" 

miners' papel' described them thus: 

Wolves in sheep's clothing, preaching peaa~ and good wilL 
towards -men wili le ol'ganizlng fasc ist o1'galliza tions .•. 
heedless of the cl'ie~ oI the rngged and hung1'y kiddics, 
and finally blessing and,sanctifying the murderous attacks 
on the picket line. 

62 
( /11-

The Roman Cutholic priest in Blairmol'e, Father .I-ra1'rington, 

on the other hand, abstuined from the unti-union campaign, a~~ 

is It:rmembered us one who helI;>éd 'pl'eSCl~Ve sorne sense oI social 
! , 

sanity duripg the c1'isis. 'D!-u\ng one of I~is addrcsscs to the 
1 
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strikers, Murphy ministers, but 

dec lared tha t his s ta tements "had' ,110 bea ring on the Ca tho lie 
o 

pries t, who h~s remained nEf'~tra 1 J and who is respec ted among 
63 

many miners,~" Harrington, ":,pf course, was only reflecting the 

feelings of his parishioners,' the Italian and Slovak workers 
-
" l \ 

who were also Murphy's st~ongest sup~orters, by not endorsidg 

the League. In Coleron'n, howévdr, the Catholic leadershi p remained 

trde to its ant~-communist stereotype, an~ swu~g sorne support, 

especia1ly amongst the 'predominantly Polish congregation of the 
• 
Holy Ghost Church, to the strike-breaklng element . 

. , 

In the other camps, the non-Anglo-Saxon majority was near1y 

unanim'ous in support of the strike. The sole exception ta tilis 
,0 

might be" the French communi ty,' which he Id 'a speeia 1 kind .df 

status at West Canadian, and which supplied a few miners to the 

home locaL The Frenc h, of course, were considcl'ed to be "white 
.~ 

men", and pla:yed t!le sa~e kind of ambivalent l'ole as did the 

English. Although three of the 21 names on the scab list are 
..... 

French, it was a Frenchman, Gasto"ù Ba'2i11e, who claimed the 

honor of being ,the first striker to be~al'rested çn the picket 
64 

1ine. The other groups -- the Italians, the Slovaks, the Finns 

and Scundinavians -- were the mos,t militant in holding out against 

the coal company, and Blake's ulleged "White man's ca~p" deelara-
, ' 

ti(;>l1 becamê u powerful rallying 11'1 amongsi .these people. When 

the homes of company personpel were picketted'b~ the strikers, 1 

\ .. \ 
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'. 
an official named J.R. Smith wrotc" to R.B. Bennett ~omplaining 

of "o\'ganized booing parades" by. the"fol'eign elemen,t." This'" 

Interpretation is lent sorne cl'edence,by the testimony of a native-' 
~. L t 65 

~anadian stl'ik"el', who l'efused to take part in such demonstrations. 

Urging ~he Prime Minister to take Iurther action to smash the 
~ . , 

str,ike, Smi th argued tha t Communist propaganda "might'J?ossibly, 
/ 

be innocuous in a community where there, was a l~rger percentage 
66 

of English speaking people," but not in"Blairmore. 

recal ~s' an incident WI~Ch dcmonst~·<\ted the potent'ial ,il \ 

lA strik.el' 

t,or violence 

under the c ircums tanc/es. Whi le mdking a speec h a t'a union meet-
~ 

ing Murphy was he~kle11'lby a group of Anglo-Saxon home loca ieî:S: 
4 '~\ 

J j ".d • 

Observing t~e Italians bnd Siovnks prcsent'wrapping up rocks in 

their· h.andkerchiefs, Murphy advised the home loca le1:s to "leave 

now, 01' you'll aIl be de ad men" -- a word t~ thé wise which the 

latter quickly acted upon by making themselves as scarce as ) 
67 

possible. 

There were positive aspects to the strike, at lcast among 

the rank~ of the Mine Workers' Union of Canada. Women's Auxil

iary member Julia ~ohnson, for expmple~ thought that the strike 

was having~a sflutary effect on relations between the tradi1;,ion- , 

ally segregated national groups: 

• 

It is just wonderful to see the spirit of good fcllowship 
in Blairmore ••. In this struggle for right, rn'"cîal and 
personal prejudice has been swepi aside ••• We are one ~ig 
happy :t'amily. 

68 
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ork of the ~omen's Auxilia~y it was pointed. tb with 

e by the str~kers. Earl~ on! 
1 

had cr i t ic ized .t he . 

of part1cip~tion ca11ingit one of J:he 
, 

t 'fentures of the str1ke. He rea1ized that a negative 

at itude on tl1e p~l't of"the miners' ~iVeSt .. ~hose dèvot}.on to 

th union princip1e could bo ,~asily under i4le.d...--~rnal 
.. t· ~ 

towards tlile'~gged and hungry k'qdies", would prove 
.......... ,,' 

f ta1 to union sol~darity. The union made every attempt, over 
• 

the objections, no d~bt, oI more traditiol ally-m.i:nded male 

workers, ~sp,;cia lly f:\m sorne of the forei n comb,unitieS, to 

mobilize' the women. By mid-June) the Women's AuxiJiary in Bla{r-. \ 
l 

, 1 

more ha9 76 members, and a mil)er' s wri te tha t "This 
1 

strike 1s differel1.tt from any other. eefoxe,-\~;one was id1e, 
,. ,. • , 1 \ 69" 

now ever~one 1s busy -:- it is a question of 1 the rigllt to live." 
1 

The women not only involved themselves tire ~ssly ~~ the mor~ 

mundane aspects of relief work, but pro;ved heir determinatiol1 .. . 
ta win a bet\er way of life for'thein,chi1dr n, on the p1c~et 1ine 

and duripg the. marches and demonstrations whic~ became an .almost 

d~~y occuryence in the P~ss ddring this per~od: 1 

The tinion tried hard to involve the en~i~~ working class 

community, young and old, male .arïd ~emale, JmPlo ed and unem

ployed" i~l the struggle. It orgal1~~ed a "y~uth ing" of the 
/ 0 ~ 

Mine Workers' U~1ion of Cana~a, alyd'a "Miners"'E ildren's Club" 

~_ \as weIl. Tpere were dances, picnics, 
------- ' ; 

sporting ~\nts and other 

" 1 
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social activities for the strikers, their families and sym

pathizers" througfiou t th;:; t long sununer 0 f 1932. On 1y hunger 
• 

could'beat the strike at West Canadian, as the Communist Party 
, ' 

weekly, the Workar poïnted out in i ts appea ls ,for relief. The 

bu 1k of the re lie f funds came from othë l' A lbe l'ta miners. On \ 

the first pay day fo1lowing the defeat at Coleman, the Hillcrest . . 
~ " .' 
home local contributed $100, the U.M.W. of A. 10c'a1 a,t'Mohawk, 

li 

$52.39, Coieman's cpntl'ibutio'l} of $83 was based on' an assessment 

,\ of $1 on aIl M.W.U.C. members -- an indication t'hat only 83 of 
<$ 

the union' s 237 supporters (as of mid-May) aad been rehired tÔ--'-
70 

that point. The ---Most important aid given to the strij{ers was , 

contributions of food (rom supporters of \he Farmers' Qnity 
., 

League in the Lethbridge,. Vegrevi11e, Red Deer and Sylvan Lake 
o , 

districts. The, MOst generous co'ntributors are said to have been 

the "Doukhobours and the radical Finns" of the J ~ U. L., the 
, /' 71 

agrarian equiva lent of the Worke 1's! Uni ty Lea'gue. Like 

Workers' Interuafional Relief, and the Canadian ~abour Defence 
-Ç'I. -

Le'ague, the W.U •. L. and the F.U.L. wer~, lof course, sim~ly "front" 
, ' 

organiza tions for 'Çommunism. Yet i t seems ironic thj\t the miners 

se~emed to hav/\ e~eived a g~~ater degree of organizational and ~,'\{ / 

materi,al aid fl'O~Ii; révolut:i~naries than. they ever did from 
/,,/' 

-t~e "pure..and simple" union movement. This fact i8 of no Mean --

importa'llCe in t!nderstanding the degree of influénce exercised 
o 

by the Communists wi tllin the miners' organiza tion. 

J 
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One Communist! theory which was lent crede-nce by 'the facts 

\Vas the portraya!. of the "new" , ~oc ia 1 democ ra tie movemen t, the 
< ... 

C.C~F:, as a tool of thê eapitalists. A laG;·which is often' 

overlooked in e~amina!ions of the politieal evolution of Alberta 

dl1ring the 1930's)s the a{filiation of .. t1i~<.old U.F.A. governmept 
1 

to the Co-operative CommonweaHh movement in 1932. The C.C,F. 

was thus discredited from the onset in the Province as a pro-

gressive force for social change, and the ~~mmuqists poured sc~rn 

.. on i ts pretensions ili-&ltl~at direct:etn by poilitil1g. t'o the- strike 

brenking record of the Brownlee g.overnmen t. The response of the 
J 

Provincial ~overnment ~ô the 1932 slrike in the Pass was similar 

to itsQacti~ns in Drumheller and :Me'rcoal in prevïous years: the 
1 . 

police were sent in, and le:tdi:ng. militantS' aJ.'rested. On July 
. 

18, Brown~e brushed off a delegatibn from B1airmol:e which had 
Q ---, 

trekked in to ,~dm~n:52.:n to presènt the .mine'rs' c'b.se, ,and sUbse-
• " • t;r 

:r.JntlY• issued an, edi~t, pr~,hibitil~,g parades and demonstl'atibl1s 

'. in the C:rOWSr' Nest p~s".·' The Communists denounced the law a~ _' "i~ .. #- " 
,,1 

"fascist" and a portent of-things to come if the C.e.F. wa,s to 

gain power, nationally. On JulY'19,the U11ion organized a parade 
<> Q ~\ bo)l 

in defiance of the ediet; during the course of ~hich 100 people 
," 72, ~ 
were arrested. 

~y mid-August' tensions began to mount, as the\p~oPle'of 
'" 1 

" 

the Pass braced thems~lves for another round of open confront't-: 

tion b~een'.the opposlng s'i'déS in the"'d~sp~te., Although 13>he' 
.,;. "\ Q " 

\ . '1 .. (> ~ .... ; 
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Greenhill mine remaine~~closed, a large number of maintenance 

men and a handful of seabs were wor~il~ in Bellevue~ digging 

'coa'l for the market. As pa rt of the inlol:ma 1 agreement worked 
i 1 

, " 1 

. out in Ma\ t!le union had, allowed" the maintenance men to enter 

'~he'Pit~, "~~t to~ig coal. Cl~iming th.t"this a~ree~nt had 

'~een vio1a.ted, stl'ike, leaders began to make preparations for 
1 , ' , 

'''1100% piëkettii'lg" at the Bellevue mine. Inspector Durican, 10a th " 
:. 1 

tp l'epea t the expei'ienee o'i' May 4-5, came to the reseue, l~y 

negotiat:ing a ,tl'uce and prevailiqg UPQl1 the J3rawnlees gavernment. 
1 1 

1. 

ta' infe.rvene. 
("J l' ' 

(J 
The prem-ier did pe,rson~11y visit the strike zon~, 

Q 

., and met wi th representa ti ves of union .and management. In a 
..fI l , ~ • 

, " , • fil , 
~etter to Brownlees dated August 22. Visaae made the proposaIs 

"\ 
owh'ieh l:aid the basis for a s:ettl~~el1t. He declared ,tha't the> 

, ~ 

iist of. Communists had bean Il torn up", a"l~d; t~t the, strik s 

" 'W~UlcL °be rehired as soon ds Gondi tions of the trade ermi t ted. 

The pr6vince agreed to provide relief for thos n9t immedia te ly 

,~ , . J~t bac~ 6n ',the ~~~Y-:t'Oll. A new agreemen ~'enewing the wa~e~ ,II 

./ 

" .... 0 

" 

, . 

and eondition~of the 1930 Gontraet s to be signed joihtly by 
). . . , 

,','represent:~~ives of the -I1ne Wor l'S' >~niè>~; of Canada and the 

seabohomé local.' T~e jorm arganizatio~, tr~e ta the W.U.L. 

po1icy oI collec(f;ing" i own dues direetly, and nat through the 
• ~ \.., "- . 73 ,'-, 

boss, ~dluntaril surrendered the cheekoff; 

Bri tiS!l e 1emon t amongst the:, stl'ikel'S seomed: to 

proposed '~ettl~~l1t favourablY,r the Hradic~ 1 ,foreig':' 

ners" were not so enthusi'às,tiç atfout golng back ta wOl"k. 

1" " . ') 
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Mur'phyl powers oï per':masiOll were pushed to the limi tin " ",,," 
, , 

convincitig these workers 'to v<;);te in fci vour of the compr<ûmise J <Q 

, , • 74 \ , , 
but i-U the end, he was succëssf\ll~ On' Labour Day, 1932, the 

1 

g,reat Pass strike finally came 'to an end, a lthough i t was months 

'-before some of the strikel's got baG,k on the West Canadian payroll. 

By today's standards, it might seem thato-'ttthe workers gained 
• ,':1 1 

nothing a t a Il for their pains. However, i t must be l'emembered 

that it was the opel;atOl'S who ha, rovoked and pl'olonged the 
-.- -'t~ • 

strike by theî~· desire to l'id"..zti~em~el ~Of the radicals and the 
l , 1 

Mine Workers t Unioll of Canada. Moreover, ma ;lY minel's' 'stl'ikes 
~ ~ . 

during the p~rio.d did !lOt' eifci ,wtth a settlement of any sort, /bu,t .. _ 
"r ; 

rather a total deieat und sm.ashi'l1g,J'~H t e union, fol10wed by 

'wholesale blacklisting and dispersal of the wOl'kers. involved. 
i 
1 

The union' s main objective was to 1'la:i,htain the ta tus quo 1 and 

this had bè'en achieved •. It was in .thi$ context •. ~tha the l'adieal 

press painted the Crows' Neat pasb sett1ement as a tre ndous 
* .J ~ 75 

victory for '-le·'working class. 

The se tt lement of tlle 5 t l' ikè. : of ~ou l'se. d id no t l'eSO i:v~ 
the' conflicts which had underlain i·t'; It left behind ; vast' '~ 

'- -----
re~id~e ~f bitterlless 1 •• not s~ mu~h b,etween workers an~ man~Le-

ment -- for tl\~S had always exis t"'ed .~- but between opposing ) 

.elements wfthin the working class. A B1ail'more man reca1Is\tha~' 

members o~f, the Min,e Work~rs! Union wou1d refuse ta pack an 
" 

illju~ed home l,oc a 1,~r out of the pit, and v~ce versa, fol' sorne' 
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time' after the sh'ike. 
. 

Even mor~ telling is a statement that 

Stokaluk i~ reported to have made iollowing the death of a Scots 

home 10cale1' in Coleman: "WeIl, the1'e/ goes another one of those 
76 " 

so-called white bastards". For the Coleman blacklistees, 
, '" 

there was the unenviable choice between destitution at home or 

'hitting the road", fOl' none wus rehired-until ùWol'ld Wur II. 

t least one of these unfortunate individuals e*perienced sweet 

'evenge by marching th1'ough a picket,line set up by striking 

1 

i1'eb06ses in Coleman years later. 

" , 
1 

In the.:. town oI BI~irmore a t le,as t,\ the employe:l.'s' a ttempt . 

to l'id .themselves of th~ Communist m~na~ falled miserably. 
'\ 

During the cours~ of the ~trike the maj9ri't~, of the wo1'kers 
, . 

. .., ,,~ 

in this, town nad found a new sense of purpose, /q Udari ty, and 
# Q ...... _1- # 

s~lf-esteem.' Dur,ing o the municipàl el.ections of Febl'ual'Y, 1933, 

in the Pass, they took adva ntage of the democ ra ti\ sys'tem . ' 
/ 

which thei1' enemies had sa vehemently espouse~ in the course of 

the ~trike, to seize control of the cit~ government. 
\ 

While the 

radi al candidates were snowed under by th~ Citizerls' League in 

e lec ted, by a sma li majority, a lmos t the 

enti1'e "Workers' Slate" 119minated by the Mine Workel's' Union of 

Canada. ~he Wo1'ke1's' Slate included representatives from aIl 

the nati nalitics iu the town and the tU1'11Ou't was the l heu vies t J 
1 / f 

humb le /shacks ~.-.'Y n '5 lù s t 0 l' Y ft inhabitants of the 

along the Man River aIl came out toi exercise 
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~ " 
" their right to v te, sorne for the fd·s t time. One 80-yea r-old 

'~~.,..-!..talian woman,' wh cOllld pot speak a word of English, brought 

.., 

a lump of coa 1 the polling station to demonstrate her 
fl 

'des ire to vote 

was elected Mayor, 

with the exception 
i' 

School Boa~d to.the 

(See Appendix 

the miners. Mine carpen t<J· 
/..-',-, 

long wi th a Il the othel:s" on 

f Sam Patterson, who lost a 

League candidate 

Bill Knight 
\ 

the ticket .".. 

pÇ>~ t on the 

by lour votes. 
, 1 

The new admini tration was not specifically Communist, 
/' 

al~hobgh the Commun1 t Party and the Mine Workel's' Union of o 

i \ t ~ 

Canada were i ts major props,c' and 'Co~unism" b1P*\ a major issue 

in the election cam~a gn. Harvey Murphy, the most~tor!ous 

Red of them aIl, was appo~nted Blairmorc's Town soiltlitor. The 
\ 
\ 

\ people"of Blairmore ha not sudd~nly becomp starr~-eyed revo~u-
\ , 

• 
tionists, yet the old 'Red Scare" tactics of the employe.;L:6 and 

the middlerclass had c asèd to be effective. The Workers' Town 

Council in Blairmore i a rather uriique phenomenon in Canadian 

history. Although the'e \Vere Labour municipal administratiops 

in ~ape Breton ~.uril~g Ihe early 

hue of the Blairmore gO\v~l'nment 

1920' s, np!le ma te hed the "Red" 

\ 
in 1933. A correspondent in 

\ 
\ 

the Worker writes: 
, 

\ 

The long struggle ••• had been a university training in 
c lass, conse iousness, to the tlutee hUl~dred miners and 

~ ,their famil~es. The divisions along national lines 
('IWhi te mell" and "foreign") were wiped out. And very 
sharp divisions were drawn on other lines -- class lines 
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re has "gone Red" -- i t is a ~Jnion e mp .•• 
1's) are actually "running the town", as far 
possible undcr the capital~st system f l' 

to l'un any townO(O 0 Tha t is why Blail'more is 
denounced, and held up las a terrible exa pIe" 
one side, and hailed, loved and held up"~ an 
tian on the otho~o 

77 

~ 

A l'y 01 the Workers' Couneil of Blairmore is beyond 

the scppe this essay, although it might. be usoful ta list a 

numher of fi1'st acccmplishments. It uneovered what was 
, 

alleged to 11 ve been graIt ~n the p~evious administration of 

the "respec ab le" e lemen t . in the town. It collected unpaid 

taxes from p'ominent 
.~ 

resolving not ta send the r 

bailiff to tle homes of workors in a1'rea1's. Useful 
<"" 

relief proje ts were sponsol'ed, us opposed to ,the deg1'ading "make 
) 

work" tasks hiph the unomployed had previously been subjected 

to. Flower oxes were placed down the main street of the grimy 

èoal town (Hwy";'3), the l'esult being dubbed "Tim Buek Boulevard" . 
). by Counei!; The "Tim Buck Baths" were set 'up in a local school, 

~nd pl'avéd to be a gl'eat boon-ta the workel's an~ theil' families, 

many' o,f whom could only clean up du1'ring a wcekly visit to the 
6 

60ll~ery wash house. Of cO~l'se, when Tim Buck actually visited 

the town ~ollowing his l'elease from prison in late 1934, a civic 
.. 

holiday was pl'oclaimetl. Blail.'more also got it~ fi1'st public 

\ 

park, which was laid out between the main street and th~ railway 

~ 
tracks on land obtained by the Can P,aeific Railway, and 
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~ 

which became commonly knowl1',as "Red Squ'l're". In the I1ature 

of vind\ictive "cla~s legislation", there were a couple of 

caseS0

1 
\The Council required an expensive dO~\icense for pure,,,,," 

bred ca ines, but not f'or the mong:rels which g~~éèl. the miners' 

homes.' n a more serious vein, apartment dweller~'e -struGk 

off the municipal voters' list, in a move directed against 
1 

company ocfficials, who lodged themselves in the Greenhill 

apartments. Argued before the Supreme Cour't'l o i Alberta, that 

body found in favour of the Council, since tenants did not 
78 

possess the right to vote in other municipalities. 
\ 

1 

The actions of the Workers' CouBcil symbolized what were 
\ 

the work~rs' greatest gains from the 1932 cri8is, a sense of 

self-respect and collective independence -- important commodi-

ties in an era characterized o.y depressio11 and ho,elessnés~. 

The miners had proved themselves ~to "stand l1e gaf!", ami 

had survived the trial wi th ~heir heads held h'lgh~4obBer-
ver continues: • 1 

Here i t i5 the busines's men who wa lk pas t depressed 1 

and sullen, the scalt!s,who 'won't walk bOldly, but 'slink 
home to gl'o,u«h and {Hot. Even the Mounties",. lose their 
habituaI arrogance when they walk the streets of 
Blairmore. There has been no r~volution in Blairmore, 
as is loudly proclaimed by its en~mies ... All that has 
happened is that the miners ••. have won'the respect and 
fear of the exploiters. ~_ 
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Mariin Robin, Radical Polities and 
1930, (Kingston, 1968) p. 108. 
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Canad'îa\lIl1Labour, /1880- /'" 

i '~\ 
Tim Buck, Canada and the Russian ijeVolutiou (Toronto, 1967), 
p. 60. In resp,.)nse to 'a question by a worker at a campaign 
meeting as to why a self-profess,pd -syndicallst should Seek\ 
~leeted office, Christophers is ~eported to have replied 
tha t he "needed a mea 1 ticket." , ' 

3, "Frank' Karas, "Labour and Co'al in the ~rowsl Nest Pass", \ 
(Unpublished M.A,Thesis, University 01 Calgary, 1972), p.15. 

4, ~,p. 52. 

5. See above, Chaptel' 1, YTotes 28 and 305. By 1935 the C. P. R.' s 
mining subsidiary, C6minco, had acquired~ a controlling inter-

6, 

7. 

8. 

est in both the International and MeGillivl'ay Mines in 
Coleman, although trade unionists had aecused lhecC.P.R. of 
finaneial manipulations in the area for several yeurs prior 
to this. Western Camou Coal Review, April/May,o 1935. 
Corbin COllieries, f,ounded by Ml'. D.C. Corbin, does not seem 
to have beeu listed bn eontem~orary stoek,exchanges. 

Interviews with, and malerials ~n the possession of, Charlie 
Drain, former mine worker, WosL,Canadian Collieries, and 

1 

M.L.A. (Social Credit, Rocky Mountain). August 130, 1975, June 
24, July l, 1976, at Blairmore. 1 

Ibid." Fol' an aecount of the COlllmissio~' s visit t'Io B~~irmo~e, 
see Calgary Hel'ald, May 22, 19~, '-...... 

1 .... j 
9alt Museum, Lethbridge: 
Unit 8 and th Bi' Horn 
1930-1932. 

1 

Agreement Between M.W.'U.C. Local 
and Saunders' Creek Colliel'Les, 

9. Interviews: Charlie Drain, op.cit. PAO, C.P.C. FIles: VI;, 
19, 3A2048-9, "Gilmore to MeEwen" Re Coleman pi lIa l'S, 
February 26, 1931. 

10. 

Il. 

Interviews: Alrik Tiberg, formel' mine worke-r , West' Canadian 
Co11ieries, aQ~ Blairmo~e City Council1or, June 25, 1976; 
at Blail'Jnore; Harvey Murphy, op.cit. 

Kriras, op.cit. p.7~. This ract is noneth~1ess true. Murphy's 
interest in B~ail'~ore was not entirely politieal, aS-he 
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deve1a,pect a close fl'iends1üp wi th ·u loca 1 g}rl, I"sabe1 
Rae; They we~~ marriect in 1934. 

The reported size of 'the Ukrainian communi ty, 7 in Blair
more and Il in Coleman, as of 1931, is however too sma11. 
Howard Pa Imer, -,'p. c it, pp. 77 .... 78, a Iso doubts the accurac y 
of census data for Ukl'ainians in Coleman. In 1921 there 
appeared 22 Ukrainian? in the town. The 1931 figure of 
Il may be supp1anted by sorne of the 40 indivio/ta1s listed 
as Russians. The Census of 1941 reportcd 48 U{<raillians 
and 68 Russians in the tOWll. Dominion Gellsus, 1921. Vo!ume 
II, pp.522-523; Ibid, 1931, Volume II, pp. 46G-467j Ibid, 
194L, Volume II, pp.480-481. 

Dominion Census, 1931, Volume II, pp.672-673. 
-1- ~~ <'~ 

PAO, C.P.C. F11es: VI; 19, GO 1~8G, 1; 15, lA0819-22. 
The turmoi 1 in the Co lcmun _ brunc h is .t;eflec téd in va l'ying 
rEl'ports of i~s stl'e,ngth l'unging upwards_of 19 memberS. 

15. Ibid: 1; 15, lA0819-22j,I; 11, 1~0601, VI; 19,6,BI086 J 

16. 

Mrs. Apponen, whose hu_slwnd was c ripp led i Il a mine acc ide nt , 
seems_to _have-moved--to SUdbury, however, before the 1932 
strike. 

Glenbow Archives, } n. G.G.Coote Pa 
Il Morgan to Coote", jMay 23, 1930 

,1 

ers, 
p 

/ 
Box 14, File 131. 

h. PAO, C.P.C. File.s~ ~jll, lA0606-12, "Murphy to McEwen", 
May 19 and 22, 1930. 

18. W~stern Miner, June 27, 1930 

19. 

20. 

21. 

Frank had 154 Czecho-Slovuks, or 57% of 
Its workers would have been employed in 
Census, 1931, Volume II, pp. 466-467. 

l, . 
the \to[tal popula hOIl. 

Blairmore. Dominion '- .;::...:;...:...:::..=..::...:.:. 

/ 
Production fe11 by 54.8% in Bellevue, 47.4% in B1airmore, 
McGil1ivray Mine, 41~5%, and International Mine, 51.7%. 
Percenta~es as ca1culated from figures in Karas, op.cit. , 
As quoted from a speech by George Coote in the House of 
Commons, April 7, 193(', cited in the Carnadian Unionist, 
May, 1930. 
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, 
G le n how Arc hi v es 1 -:,C-"o_(l-::t,-::e:---,;P~a~~:::
"Morgan. to Coote", Ap.l'il 27, 

File 151, 

\, 
Public Archives of Alberta, Edm~ntonr Oral Histol'y 
Collee tion., Phono tape 73,468. ' \1n tel'view of Thoma~ 
Morgan, former mine worke~', HillSl'est Collieries. 

, 
Karas, op.cit. p.82. The carbohydrates were expected to be 
supp1emented by the frui ts of tlé miners' gardens and 
hunting. As for the latte1', however, the Pass was'almost 
completely depleted of game during the l 30's and miners 
who had guns usually sold thern toroh li tle l'eady qash. 

Vestel'l1 Miner, Oct"ober 12, 1931. Th l'elief camp strikers 
,were packed off' to Thl'ee Sisters, 118, l' Banff, by truck in 

t'hè'.middle of the l1ight 101' thair pa ns. Inœrview: the 
la te ~JOR,Svoboda, forme l' C, P. R. em~ loyee and W. U. L. 

organizer, ~AUgllS.f 31, 1975, at Frank·, Alberta. 
, \ 

~ :). .. 

26. "Morgan to Cootè", May 23, 1930. op.cit. 

27. \" Karas, Op.cit. pP. 86-87., 

28. ~anadian.Minel', JnnUll'y 13, 19?2. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

!Po 

;::~': c~;~~. 3:~1::~13;~f/~~1'::: l::-:~Ewen". May 2; 1931. 
Lethbridge Hera Id, 'Oc 10 18, 1931. The pl'otestel's' ma l'chad 
behind a black flag Nbt aIl the Coleman workers partici-
pated, however, as was obl:i,ged to "denounce thosè who 
s tood on the corner" during the paradé. 

32. Glenbow Archives, -"C..,:.0-"'-f'-i-::-=-.J,;..-=--l'S,,-, Box 14, File 15, "Visaac 
tO,Coote", July 31, 1 

33. -Canadia n Miner, JanUul', 30, 1932 .• 

34. 

35. 

36. 

Bjarnason, O~.Cit. P'I 6. 

Interviews: 'Charlie D1ai ; 

"Alberta Miner Reviews St 
1932. 

\~ . 

Harvey Murphy, op.cit. 

" ilL the WO'l'ker,. Jube, 25, 
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37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

MUl'phy "Sorne Lessons of the Cl'OWS' Nost Pass Strike tt
, 

C'alladian Miner, Apri 1 21, 1932. 

Cited in Karas, op.cit. p. 94. 

"Alberta Mine~' Reviews Stl'ike" 0l!.cit., Labour Gazette, 
,1932, pp. 501L 502; Canadian _Mi~" Apri-l 21 , 1932. 

.. " 

Quoted in" the Fel'nie Fi'ee, Press, May' 6, 1932. 

41. Worker, June 11, 1932. 

42. Intei'view: Adam Wilson, op,cit. 

1 

, . 

43. Interview: Alrik Tibel'g, 6p. ci.t. Palmer, op. cH. PP. 66-67. 

44. Fernie Free "Press, April 15; 193,2. Yet they' soom to have 
voted fpr a continuation of the strike shol't1y tllel'eafter. 

45. This account has been gleaned ftom reports in the 
Hera Id and Lothbddge Horald, May 4 - 5; Canadiall 
May 14,1932; and the WOl'ker, May 7 and 21, 1932. 
views: Charlie D~ain, Joe Svoboda, op.cit. 

C~lgal'y 
Miner, 
Inter-

46. See Avery, op.cit. fol' the Winnipeg example of these trend~. 

47. Lethbridge MOl'aId, May H, J"f.J32. Fol' background of the 
Alberta K.K.K. see Howard Palmor "Nativism in Alberta 
1925-1930", C.H.A. Historienl Papol's 1974, pp. 183-212. 

4~. Interview: Adam Wilson,op. Clt. 

49. Ibid. 

,50. It:J.,d. Calgary Hel~ald, May 18, 1932; .the ,WL"'l'kcr, May 21, '1932 ... 

51. Interview: Adam Wilson; opo cit. " 

52. Glenbow Archives, Dis tric t 18 Co llee tian, File 136, "By1aws 
of the Coleman Miners' Association, May 23, 1932." 

, . 
53. W.J. Cousins, "A Histol'Y 01 t.he Crows' Nest Pass" (Unpublished 

M.A. Thesis, University oI Alberta, 1952,) p. 111. 

54. Fernib Frec Press, June 17, 193Z. 
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55. Ibid. Names as follows: Morrison, Larke, Gillespie, 

Lees, Anderson, Pattinson, Barnes, Halliwell, Harvey, 
McBurney and Beart. J 

~ ~ . 
t 56. Cousins, op.cit.'p. 111; Interview, Harvey Murphy, op.cit. . ~ . 

57. Lethbridge Hera1d,. May 26, 1932. 

58. Ca nadiun Miner, JUly 9, 1932°. 

59. Cited in Karas, op.cit. p. 99. 

60. 

EH. 

62. 

Letbb.l'idge Herald, Juno' 17, 20, 1932. McLafferty, McLean .. 
and : Rhodes îounded th~"Bellevue 'hbme locaL Tho now Left 

• Wing cùmmitte~s included Knight, Patterson', Robert Home and 
Ralph Wootin (Blairmol'e), and John Magdall, Wm. tox, 

",Johq Crawford and. M. Comin (Bellevue.). 
< fj . 1/ 

Canadian Miner, 'July 9, 1932 .. 
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Ca'nadian'Miner, Norve el' 29, 1932.' Workel'~Jul1e 3, 1933 • 
.:Bazille was named ,,f 11 e1ectrician under the Woi'kel's' 
administra tion. / . ' . , 

. "'1 ' 
Interviews: Charlie Drain, op.cit. 

, 
PAC, Bennett Papel's; Vô1ume 141; ,93151, "Smith to Bennett~", 
June ,27, 1932. 

Interviews: Charlie Drain,'. op.cit. " 

Canadian Mingr; July 9,' 1932. I.i 
t .", 

Worker, June Il, 1932. 

):biçl, "June 18, 1932. 
-' 

Ibid, August .13, 1932; Inte,ryiew: Har'vey Mur'phy, op.cit. 
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72. lb' ct;· Worker, Ju ly 23, 1932. The Cpmmuni,s t!::j ca lIed the 
an i-parade edict a "high expression of fbscist dicta-
to ·ship". PAC, Bennet t, Pap.e:rs; Vo lume 140 '1 93185, lA Il ~ 

f those who.were al'rested during the coul's~ of the 
strike received suspended sentences after p1eadil1'g guilty , 
to cha,l'ges of "unlawiul assembly", "watching and besettingn , 

etc. Only Murphy pleaded. not guilty, fo~ fear of setting 
a bad -example. He l'eceived a fairl.y light ·sentence of 
three months, and spent the winte-l" of .1932-33 in the 
Lethbl'idge jaiL ~._.~-.' ~-

.73 .. Worker, Augus~ 13 ~nd ~7, Septcmbcl' 3, 1932; Calgary Herald 
August 22,'1932; Labour Gazefte 1932, pp.960-96l; Karas, 
op,cit. p, 102. 

- , 

'74. Interviews":, Çharlie DJ.:uin, op.\cit. 

75. wor~r,,....~ Septempel' 10, 193B. The. Canadian MJ.)lCl', Sept. 10, 
was'less enthusiastic,,-'culling it a "partial' victory." 

Interviews): Chal~lie. Drain; Adam ,Wilson, 0 .clt. :- , 

.\77 '(~ !lBlai,rmore, A Union C~~p", by J. W., . Worker, 

18 Ibid,' Iniel,'views:' Ch'a,rlie Dra il:)'; Harvey - ..,' ~ 

,79. \ "BIairmore" . A 'union tamp" , op. ci t .. 
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Chapter 5 O'rganization and Industrial COldlict H532-35 

1 
" , 

.Itl could weIl be that the spirit of miliiance!m~nifesi~d 

by the Mine Work~rs' Union of Canada in the Crows' Nest Pass 

str:i,.ke - of 1932 -- a strike fought ovel' the issue of discrimi-
~c.: 

na\ion of "Reds" or union activities -- made 'many eoal opera--
• '1 

tors think twiee about trying to impose wage'futs on their em~ 

ployees during the early lhirtjes. At least" that is what the -. . 
r \ " 

suppprters of th~ Canadian union claimed, al)d' narvcy MütPhy 
\ \ 

declares with pride that t"he M. W. U.C. "pever took a wage eut 
~ l ,~ 

d,uring tlte DCpression.",' The U.M.W. of-A: ,,?n the other hand, 
," .... 

did suffer \Vage 'reductions, in both i ts Canadiail distr;i.cts. 
,- !J () 

~ 

District 26 "took 'a cut of 12 and one-half pe.rcent in March, 
.. /#.. "c 

o ~ 1 

. 1932.; ,Rapk and .fi1-e militants, argued that ~heir lejlders had 

soi.d the m:l.ners ou t to Dos.co, ~nd crea ted a new, left \ving 
. , 

opposition union on the east cQPst cal1ed thé A~algamated Mine " 
, 0 2 • 

Wor,kers' of Nova Scotia.' No qoubt M. W. U.C.· supporters in the 
~I ~ . 

West Viere Ilopeful' of ,a simi).ar ~p~i t "in Dis tric t 18 wl1en the 

"D/rumtfeller coal OWllers presented U.M. W. '01' Ao leaders with 

J' - dema,nds "for' a 20% reduction in contract rat,~s ând a $1.00 cut 
- g 

• 
i'n day ;ates- in oea~ly ~932 .. 'At th~ ti,me, the U.M:W. represented 

about 1,400/ of the 1,,800 mine workers employed in the Drumhe11er 
" 0 

"" 
Va 11ey. Whfle the radica 15 began to .m~JJiliz·e support for a 

strike 

Fronttt 

strUgre against the 

move!!,\t, Bob Livett 

~d . -
\ 

impending 

and Angus . ' 

/ 

cuts through the "Unite,d,'" 
. "-4\ 

,Morrison o~stl'ict 18-

\ 

\ 

. 
i 
1 
~ 
1 
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0 , 
sought to utiljze their poli tiea 1 clout in Alberta by fight- .. 

3 
ing the cuts t hl'oug h . the mechanfsm ,of Conciliation. 

," , 

It was a cl()~c~ll for the U,M.W. of A. , since during 
, 

the prolol1ged pel'iod oI l1egptiations and' ~overnment in1?ervention, 

the M.W.U.C. began to make ~ome :i,nl'Oad~il1 an area traditionally 
, ,. 

" -
know.l1 in Left Wing circles as "the iakers' stl'ongbol~." Almost 

two Jmndre.d D!'umheller miners partjcipated iOn the tI.United Front" 

strike ballot of April Il, 1932. Tohe"'leader of the Ro~ed;le \ 
• 

1.~cal, ,Roy Berlahdo, de.re~.ted to the M'.W,U.C. t and,fdr a 'brief" 

ti"~e, brou~h,~ th~oca {, s' membership _~ long Wi~h -hi,m. After 
. ~ 

B~rlando w~s expelled br Livett for having.attel{ded m~etings 

of the "Ul1i tèd Front, fi the local resolved to -ha,ve "nothing more 

t'o do with :the United Mille Workers of Amer ic~, "'. a lthough i t 
Il 

, was whipp'ed back int6 li.pe 
1 ' 

short 1y after. 

.. 
In Drumheller, where 

f 

(1 ,'" • 

60% Qf the mine workers were Anglo-Saxon, the charge that the 

- . 
M.W.U.C. was dominated by~foreigners was one re.so~ why the 

\. ' 5 

Ca nadian unron did not receli ve m~r~supi:>ol' t. Whi le John' 
.,~ .- t ~ ...... > 

-Stokaluk cpuld \l'sually' be relied ~pon to l'ally'the ethnics, the! 
...... \ ' ~ 

M.W.U.C. broug~t in ~ No~a '~cotta'cbmmanist, Mu~qoch Ciark, to 
.... \ ) ..;, "( 

Cla~k, who had been . ,. 
blacklist~d by nosco for his a6tivities agains~ the leadership 

" " '. ' 1 

of District 26, v.;a's an effective organizer Wliô
e 
nU~'sed a passi<?n~ 

" '~ 6 
cf 

ate hat-red fDr the "U.M.W, babys~al'vers." 
t 

.. ", 

1 ! ' 
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, • 
A major confrontation in 1932, howevel' , was avoided by 

the capitulation of the coal owners on fe WU". question beiore 

the onset of the dOIl1~stic coal soaSOlh he Cane i lia tiol1 Board 

found i\1 fa vour of the employe:es, a nd aven tua lly thé' opera tors 
, ' 

1 

were persuaded to drop their'demunds for reduetions. A l1ew 

,open-end~d cpntract, which could b« revbked by ei~her party 

after . M&l'c h, )933, was sip,ned --by th~ U. M. W: and the maj or opera-l 

7 
tors by early autul11l1 . The only strike ':fil the field was con-

, 
ducted by ff local· of the Mine WOl'ke1'p' Unj.e>n of Canada, in Wayne, 

i, 
aiter the employer tried ta check-off union duos fol' the U.M. .. , 
W. of A. The ~trike was led by John Stoka~uk and Murdoc~ Clark: 

'\ Like p,r:evious disputes il1 tl\e al'ea, th1s .one was chal'~,eterized, 

by the distribution bf large amo~nts of "free booze" and the 

use of gangster-style tic tics against the strikers. At o~e 

point, U.M.W. ~oons wel'~ ~uccessf~l, it seems, in a~ministe1'-, 

lng a beating to "~'ig John" Sto'kaluk, who was wqylaid and 1'el1-

dered 'unconscious .' after leuving a M.W.U.C. meeting. Of his 
1 

Ukrainian eoml'adè Clark W1'ote,: 

The brutal beating about the heud has not dimmed the 
brain of this fearless exposer of the .. ,subversive 
tacHes of that reacti'bnary American union, the U.M.W.of A. 
and ifs allies -- the'coal operators .•. nelthe1' has the 
bludgeoning stilled his tongue., .if that ~lien organiza
t:LOI1 .•• be'lieves it can erush the Canadian union by such ' 
means, then i t is sadly mistaken. ~ 

8 

,111 the end" the strike came to ::t cone lu5iol1 a rtel' ri vote 
~ 

was taken amongst \the m1ners. Despite the alleged participation 

.. 

,-

-, 

/ 
/ 
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of U.M.W. seabs in the ballot, the pro~osal to j6in,the 

U.M.W. of A. was defeated 81 to 55. T.!J,e M.W.U.C. how'ever, was 

not offieially reçognized, und heneeforth was otiliged to col-
\ ,9 

1èct i ts own dues~ in\ Wayne. 

\. 
( , 

111 the spring, wage cuts of 12% wel'e U:1l311y agreed to by 
~. -

the U. W. M. , a~ld th~ M. W.~. C. tl'ied to 'derca t the ",m.?ve by, reviv-
1 • 

ing the n.Uni ted Front'I~ .... movemen t. DU~'illg the summol' s lac\k pel'iod 

the United Front candueted ~ stl'ike of 600 mlners in Dl'umheller, 
, . 

Wayne ~nd East Coulee, with the sup ort of U.M.W. militants 
1 10 

sueh as James Craig of ~al 222. In Ati'gust the strikel's, 

mos~ of whom were seasallall o'yed, wel'e eut off govern-

ment r,e lieI, 
, 

the wage reduc tions large l.y co 11apsed. Doubt less, many Lof the 

. \.. workers harbour.ed bitter memories of the futile strike of 1925 

and decided tha~ as far as bucking the triple al~iance Qf the 

U. M. W. ,'. the operators" and the govel'nme~t:: WQS eoncel'ned, "the 

game was not worth the candIe". U. M. W. dissl.tIellts l;emained in 

the Interna t~onQa l, demonstra ting their conti:nuing opposi t~ .. 

through gestu~es sueh as demanding that John L. Lewis expel 
, 11 

Livett and Morrison. 

In East Coulee, a recently deve10ped, non-union coa1field 

thirteen miles~down-river from Drumhe11er, the Mine WOl'kers' 
~ 12 

Union of Canada did sign local agreements in 1933. These 

. ' 

" ' 

.l 
1 

j 



t 

i 1. 

• Q .. 4 .' ' .. / 

179 ..• 

presumab1y did something la' improve the prevailing unsatisfac-

tory conditions, and workers at the Atlas and Murl'a,s colHel'-, 

ies were ol'ganized as 'Local Unit 29 of the M. W. U.C. This 

local was still operative in 1935, when the U:M.W .. was awarded 

a wage increase .Î.ll the Drumheller region and the M. W. U.C. 
,\ 13 

lobbied, successfullY, 011 beha If of the ,East Coulee miners. < 

Aft~r 1933, the Mine Workers' Union of Ganada was confined to 

the periphery of the Drumheller coalfield and concerned itself 

'wi'th local issues 8uch as the collection of unpaid wages from 
~ 

sorne of the smal~er operators. Despite active propaganda aQd 

, evidence of U.M.W. bollnboration with the bosses, the ,Mine 
" 

WorRers' Union of Ca nada had basic.a lly fa i led in its abject ile 

of mobili~ing the miners of the Red Deey Valley region in the 
\ 11\ 

class war during the Depression. With a few exceptions, the 

workers seemed ullwilling .to undergo the rigors of a l'ebellion 

aloni the lines of the 1925 strike. Theil' reluctance ta do 50 

can be attributed ta several {nt~l'telated' factors: the g~nuine 

loyalty of many wo~ TS to the 'International union, impossible 
t'K!J) .' 

economic conditions " the absence of dynamic 10ca1 leadership 

(especially in the Anglù-Saxon cOlJ.lmunity) , and, pel'haps mdSt 
/ 

important1y, simple prudence. The 'militant struggle of 1925 

had been crushed, at a high côst to the workers iflvolved, by 

the triplevalliance of busiriess, government, a~d Intornational 
, 

trade unionism. There was probably no reason ta suppose that 
+-

tf"'. 
another m~è'ment wou}d no,t expel'ience the same fate. 

1 
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<, 

In an interview following the 1933 strikes, John Stokaluk 

indulged in sorne tl'a~i tiol~munist .souhseal'ching ""("self

~iS~") and outTi,J'ed'val'iou~ .. p.rOblemSAI'h~Ch the M. W .'U. c. 

as a l1 or~iza tion ha? f~ since a ff~ lia t ion to the Worke l'S' 

Unit y Leagu~. He may have b~en thinking l'uefully of the loss 

Il of his own Coleman local wh~n hè sugge's(~~ that the organiza-:., 
tion's chief mistake had been a "meehanical application of 

mili ta'lt po licy;" 

We did not sUfficielltly patient y 
of the miners of the ~orie~tnesi 0 

placed it before them in n dietator 
fOl~ district strikes, and neglecting 
problems and, grievance~. 

Stokaluk, of' course, was no dogmatist, 

onvince the ma~ses 
our policy, but 
nI manner.,., oreparing 
'\, " oncrete local . 

actively oppos.ed 

the implemen~ation of 'whut he con.sidel'ed to be a l'i·g:id unrea.t-:
~stic revolutionary IJne within the union in 1930, There was 

truth in his assertions. Amongs~ ltS tradit~onal 

berta, the Mine Workers' Union of Canada had 
\1-

experienced severe 10sse~ sinee joining the WOl'kers' Unit y 

League. 'Lcthbridge (1931) anp Lusear (1932) \re.l'e two important 

loeals whieh.had seeeded from the union, not as a result of 

ca tast rophie s1j'ikes, bu t beeause 0 i "po li tiea 1" dif fellences. 

Not wishing ~o be accused of opportunism, the leaders of the 

Mine Workers' Uni~n of Canada had laid dowl1 tl/eil' policy of 

class struggle unifo!mly throughout t6e district. In most 

", .4J---~ .. -'~~ 
, ; "i"~~i' l4 "'. ~ "l.V •• '~ "",'" 
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10calb,t6e unionts politics had not oCCRsioned uny great 

divisions, but in others, conservative leaders had used the 

issue o,f CommuniSfn as a lever to pry the membèrship away from 

the Warkers t Unit y Leagu~. Only in ex~eptional cases, notably 

Blail'mol'e, hadradiealism reully ta'k~!1 raot. It cou1d perhaps r- ;,') 
J 1 
be argued that the politieul Ol'ientlion of the union aeted as 

an albatross ;round its n~,",ek ~n arga lizing in sorne al'eas, s~uch 
as Dl'umhe~1er, where the labour mov ment was daminuted by right 

wing stalwarts of the Alberta Feder~ti~n of\abour/Labour Party 

gl'ouping. 

, 

• \, J~ , ' , , 

1 
Like other W.U.L. arganiiations, the M.W.U.C. was very 

active in organizing, 0: a short term basis, the(unorganized, 

the des'pel'ate, und, the "p')litieal1y unsophistica ed". The ' 

" experience in sou therll Saska tc.llewan in 1931-1932 was a gOQ{l 
,: 

example of this trend. Her~, hawever, the implacable ap60si-
\ • ,i' 

tion of the operators prevented the "bureaucratizationi of the' 

union through fo l'ma l or informa l recogn i tion, and the/(organiza

tion fel1 apart, having failed ta retain the necessarf enthusi

asm. ~nd allegiunce of its constituency. In the word~1 of Stokaluk, 

~';we fai1ed to find the means ôf consolidating the ull'l,Jan orgaù-
, " 15: 

izationa11y after 'strike victories. If The Mine woi', crs' Union 
JI 

- of Canada, with its cadre of dcdicated Communist ol'iganizers, 
, 1 

appe~red i~ many fields during the early 1930'5, b~t did not 
! 

" 1 
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succeed illeaVing behind a permanent organizational 

Whether this was due, as sorne his10ri~ns suggest, ta 
\ , 

tt!e W.U'.L. 's emphasis on poll.ticizatio;l "as opposed ta organi'-
, 16 

zatian, is a dçbatable question. . As we sha II seS!, it a Iso 

had a lot ta do with the attitudes 01 the employing class~ 

The lignite' field nt Pl'1nceton,I3.C., \\'l1ic,11 emi)loyed 550 

mine workers in 1'930, llad nevel' b,efol'e boen organi,zed, ,but ~n .." 

1932-1933 i t saw' a burst of ac ~ivi ty by the Mine Workel's' Unian 

of Ca nada. The orlgins of the ol'ganization 'at Princeton can 

be, traced back ~o a gl'uesome mine accident. in 1930, dul'ing 

wh,ich 46 miners were buried alive atAhe Coalmont Callieri.es. 

\ The mine's single entrancc, a 3,000 foot sh~rt, wos rendered 

, impassible by an explosion, an~ only one man on th~ shilt 
17 

~scaped with his liie. FOllowing tlüs "accident:', Tom Ca'cic 

-- one of the Communist Eight imprisoned in' 1931 -- tl'ied to 

organize a W.U.L. nucleus in the area, but was saon fOl'ced to 

flee by the local coal ownors. Living up to Cacic's vow that 

II we 'll be backll
, Communist organizer Art,hur "Slim" Evans came 

to Princeton in 'September,1932, 
\ 

artcr a 1070 wage eut had brought 
18 

~home to the wOl'kers the desil'ability of unionizalion. 

On November 27, 200 miners employed by the' Tulamoel1 and 

Wi lson collieriës ceased work, dema ndi ng l'ecogllit ion of theil' 

pit committees apd restoration of the old wag~ scale. The sfrike 
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, , 

was conduc~ed v~gorously by ~van~, and D running battle with 

po-ilice anel 'b1acklegs en~u·ed. 'After th.é strikel's had 1 succeeded ~ 

in, blockading the l road to the Tulameen' 'mine with fal10n timbe~ 
~ 

the autnorities took decisivè action. ~vaÎ1s -'~l1d four other 

strike leadel's were arl'ested and jailcd ,on Dccembel' 17. 'Evans ~ 
1 

wa~,charged'not ~ith obstructing traIfie, bu~ wlth adYocating 
, 1 

the .ovel'throw 01 the Go\;'ornment undor S~ction 98, and was 
ft 

l:efuseù bail. ThiS de;üal of Evar;s' right'to baIl was appealed 

by the Canadi~n Labou? Defençc League, and eventually heard in 
\ 1 • 

tue B,C. Supremc Cdul't. In hUlIding down lus dccision in the 
1 

negativc, Cllief Jus'tice II~Ol'il'Üion asked' "Why 'should he be 
1 

l'e leased ta ca use/dis tUl'bance a t t I}is c ri tic a l Ume?" He 
1 

seemed to have np illusions 'about the ee'Jncmic ançl p<.,litical 
19 

nature of the prosccution ~f the radical leader 

Al though:: a compromise was l'cached a t Tu lameen, the eonf1ie t 

wa$ resumed shortly aiter as a l'csult 01' the minel's " refusaI 

\ to work on ;Christnms Eve, •. Harry Hayes and thl'cC otller membel's 
/ 

>' ' 

,of the M. W. D.C. exccutive were fired, and chal'ged with "failing 

ta maintain positions of trust" unde,r the B.C. Coal Mines Regu-

lations Act! and "ceasing wOl'k without notice" unde!' Federal-
20 

labour 1aw. ' This kind 'of persecution is indicative aI the 

extent ta which tl1e authol'i ties were pl'epa,red to go to smash 
1 ,t. , 

trape uni~nism and the 'spectl'e of l'udicalism which they believed 

lay behi nd it during t h1s. èra. An organïza tiOI1 ca lling i tself 
, . 

.J 
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the Klu Klux' Klan also appeared in Prineet6n, burning crosses 

and issuing dire threats of retribution agalnst th~ Communists. 

From the Ïmlpit came similar "anti-Red~' pl'opaganda, which led 

the Communists ta warn the miners of "tlw strike breaking 

aetivi ties of the Church oi Eùg:j..and and Uni tad Chu1}dh pal's\m s 
21 

during the Crows' Nest Pass stl'ike." 

" 

Ultimately the strike at the Wilson colliery.was broken, 

.J. 
but an agreement was signed at Tulameen. The miners' démands 

were substantially gl'anted, and cln\l'gep pending against the 

employees wer~ dropped p 

of the season, when the 

~"'I 
1Ihis camp was st;t'uck agall1 a t the end 

-:~ 
l , 

opel;atOl' tric<l~once more to lmpose ,n 
\ 

10% wage reduction. ~hc M.W.U.C. local at Tulameen remained 

• until early 1935, when the mine was closed temporal'ily, oqly 

to re-open under ~he open shop. Evans was sent to prison for 
, , 

his pains, his second incal'ceration fol' activities in the 
22 

miners' movement. 

By 1933, then, the leaders of the M.W.U.C. eould boast 
'-. 

that "No longer can OUT union be l'eferl'ed to l'as <in Alberta 
23 cr 

union. " A further expansion inlo the Coast Province odcurred 

1.n February 1933, with a strike oi coppel' miners' and smelter 

workers at A~yox operations of the Granby Consolidat~d Mining 
, . 

and SmeHing Company. Hero the nuc leus of tll-ç ol'ganiza tion 

was a score of U. F. L. T. A. members whom the Co~unists had been 

il 
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1/ ,24 
t,rying to tlline up" in a unioni2iu tion drive evor s,ince 1931.' 

1 / 
Anyox, situa,ted at the bottom of the Alaska Panhandle~ was a 

totally isolated camp.where the workers' 9xisted ât the tender 

mercy of the mining company. A labou'rer could earn $2.40 to ' 

$2.60'a ,day there in '1933~ lhat is beiore deductions fol' l'oom 
( 

-. and board of $1. 10 a day., Thrce tt.im~s iÎl Uie previous .,year 

wage se ales had bGtf}n slashed, w~ th no cOl'l'esponding. d~crease 

in the company' s clul.l'ges. According to the Labour Ga"zette a 

'rec~nt order forbidding single employees from moving out of 
'; 

'c~mp'al~\ ?oarding housesfnd a 1,1 purchases outsidc the company 
25 

store, was the "immed;late cause 01: the stl'ike." Harvey 

Murphy Qf the M.W.U;C., was on hand to lend the struggle, and 

the events which followed the cessation of work on February 

3 were, in his wards, nothing less than "falltastic. Il While 
( 

the men awaHed w.ord fl'om the Co~pany! s head office on their 

demand~, His MaJesty's Canadian Ship Malaspinu ~as despatbhed 
, 26 

to the seene with more than 60 armed policemen. ) At the point 

of a gun the strikel's were "depql'te~tI to Prince 0upert and 

Vancouver,. where the desti tute applied 101' government relief. 

Thus sup~?rted, t' hey carried 'lin tho stl'ike from these twa points 

by picketting bouts putting out br arriving frdm Anyox. 

. . 
Prospective scabs were paeked in piano boxes befor~ emburk1ng. 

Mu.rphy recalls beinf.; picked up by the police whenevel' a pickét ---~~ 
• 

line batt1e at the Prince Rupert waterfl'ont seemed H( the 

. 'offit:tg, and describes the brutal manner 'in w'hich the stl'ikers' 
) 

" -
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ranks were slowly' depleted by the authorities~ 

,l, remember being picked up on the street wi t}lOUt any 
,notice or warrant and taken to the pOlice station ... 

hé said "sit thel'e", wllile they went thl'ough these 
foldeI;s ... "oh,no, we've Got. l/!hc wrong man". 50 l'd 
be 're1eased. That was a regulul' procedure, That's 
what they'd do ... Thiys lawlessllcss of thé police. 
They ha,d no busines ... Then there was th~ deportation 
of ~orker~. Scores were deport:d ~o Czccho-Slovakia 
or Italy 9} whcre-ever to get l'Id ~f thcm. But the 
worst thing was the Englishmcn ..• thc Goverllment 
'wouldn' t' give tliêffi- a trial ftS Bd tilsh subjects and 
Just ~hipped t~em back to Britain ... 

\ 
\ 

27 

Needless to say, t~e strike at Anyox was completely 
\ 

~ 

smashed. Its onl~.positi e result was a ten-cent a day reduc-

tion in the priee df board r the employees of Granby Consol-

idated. It ls interesting ta lOte that, accol'ding ta the 

Labour Gazette, it was the bett r-paid miners (who earned $3.25 

a day)who were the most active in the affair. Many of their 

places 'had been taken by smel tel' workers who did not support the 

union, and who took,advantage of the stl'ike to get more lucra-
28 

tive jobs underground. The element of Intense competiton for 

jobs in the metal mine~ and the lack of solidarity between"~iners 
" 

and other worl{~l's ,", as weIl as between different ethnie grcups 

-- was to plague aIl attempts of the M. W. U,C to lll;ganize in 

thi~" A Mine WOl'kel'S' Uluon oI Canada stl'ike at Rouyn-

NoranMlll 1934 was li d lsma 1 fai lure, apt ly dese l.'ibed by Eve lyn 

Dumas as "The Foreigners' Strike" because of the Indifference 
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towards the union displayed by English and French Canadian' 
29 ---' 

workers. A more effective strike in Flil1 Floll, Manitoba, 

during the summer of 1934 was br:.oken through the "conci1iatory" 
• 

actions of the Provincial Government. Under the settlement that 
'1 

was reached in this case, minor concessions were gained by the 

workers, but 170 activist.s W81'e leJt blacklisted, without hope 
30 

o,f jobs. The acceptance of such a sett1ement underlines the 

lack of solid trade union p~inciples and experience amongst the 

workers in the metal mining sector, The Mine Workers' Union 

of Canada made no further attempts to organize the hard rock 
'" 

miners. This sectol' was not organized until after long, ha~d 

battles in the'1940's by the Mine Mill and'Smelter-Workers' 

Union, led, 'in the West, by none other than,- Harvey M~ 
'-~ 

III 
\ 

1here was ope domain of the open~shop in which the Mine 

Workel's' Union of Canada did have lasting accomplishments to 

its credit. This was on Vancouver Island,· whose colliers ean 

be eounted among the pioneers 01 the Canadian working cliss 

movement, Educatèd in the sellool 01 class conflict under the 

r:.egim~ of the infamous Dun~muir clan (1860-1910), they were 

the first workers in the country to elect l'evolutionary social

ists to public office dUl'ing t,o B.C, eloctiol1s .of 1903, aftB l' 

the,erushing ~f a strike fol' r~cognition of the Western Fedora-
31 

tion of Miners. The climax oi their fifty-year campaign for 

1 

, 
r 
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-'unionization came dUl'illg a violent 'and unsuccessful strike on 

" behalf of District 28 of the U.M.W. ~of A. in 1912-19.14. Follow-

iog this debacle, the miners abandoned their efforts to organize. 

'" Despite a flurry of o~a.b. a,ctivity in 1919, 'Vancouver Isrand~ 

remained aloof from the epic struggles which characterized other 

Canadian coalfields during t~e post-war period! A week-long 
1 

strike of 1,000 unorganized Nanaimo· miners ag.ainst the wage " 
, ' 

cuts of 1925 w,as evidence of renewed vigoul' '''' bu t accomplished 
32 . 

nothing. ln 1922. ,Ma lcolm Bruce pub1ished a labour shèet in 
~ 

Nanaimo called the Coal: Miner and,set up loculs of the Mine 
33 

Workers' Union of Canada, but these died still~born. Through-
\ 

'--
out the 1920's, company unionism and industl'ial '~,harmony" 

, 
reigned supreme on the Island. ,. 

From
l 

a sociological persrective, the coal camps 011 the' 

Island were more akin to the closely knit, homogenous mining 

communi ties of the east coast than to others in the West. Here, 
( 

Ang lo-Saxons, ,most o! whom came from families who had dug coa 1 

for generations in the Old Country, or in B. C., wel'e a distinct 
l 

majori ty. Floa ting popula t ions "of Il fo l'~îgJ1e rs" we re~ co llspicuous 

by their absence~ The 1931 Census showed Ang 10':'Saxon majol'i-

ties df 82% and 57% in Nallaimo and Cumberland, respectively . . 
Leaving~aside the Oriental peoples, a special ca"se, the fi-gures 

\ 34 
read 87% and 85% for Nauaimo and Cumberland, respectively. . " 

f:.. ' 
, ,,!,'." , .. ' 
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The largest European ethnie group were the Italians,. ,who 
• <1 

came to th.,e Island during the period 6f ~~pallsion befor,e the 

Great War. PractiG,:\lly ~he only,new-comel's were the Yugo-

.slavs, who had been imported to the Is
6

1and with the express 
\ . 

" 

pur~se of short-c ire'ui t i ng a t tempts a t 0 rganlza tion during 
1 • 

the 1926's. Ironically, this group beepme one of the strong 
• 1

0
' 35 ' 

points in the 11l1iOn1zation drives of the 1930'~. 

Of aIl ~he regions dominated by the coal industry ~n the 

. West, Va ri'eouve i· Island suffered most fromothe post,:-war depres

sion, despite depr'essed wage rates and absence of "union inter-

ference lt in management. From 1925 to 1934 aIl the indices of 
o 

the coal industry on the Island show a steady and inexorable 

declin~o. By that time' production hnd fal~en by '68% since 1925 • 
. 

However, the burdens of tlhe coal e1'isis were, of course, unevell-

ly shared •. In the sarne per~od employment fell by 89%; total 

yearly wages by 150%. The Island's other major' industry',\ 

loggi~g, pieked up 'uch of .the slack,during the ~atter 20's, 
1 

but in the 1~30's the unemployed or underemployed miner's only 

alternative source of,income was relief or 'charity. However, 

as one miner put it, "the worm and even the worker will, in 
36 

tim~, turn."" ay 1931, there \fas an active unemployed rnovement 
• 1 

in Nallaimo, whose existence led the Commi&sion~r of the R.C.M.P. 

to urge Bennett to investigate signs' that "the Communists are 
o 37 

at work in a coat field that has hitherto defied them." 
/ ' 

In 
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the same:year, the ~eeds of organîzatio~ wer~ sown by W.U.L. 
~ ...... -t"lt- \ 

organi~ers in the ~outh Wellingtorr mine, ~outh of Nanaimo.: 
, , 

At this time the m,ining communi tie~ of. the ls land li ved 

. l.!nder. the ope n corpol+a te '" d ie ta torship" of i ts two m~jor pro

ducers: D Canadian toll~eries (DUnsmuir) Ltd., which operated 
" 

mines at Cumberland, South Wellington und Extebsion; and the 
(. . . 

Western Fuel Corporation~ which oper~ted the Reserve and 

Nana imo mines. Although these opera t ions nrain tained the i1lu-
1 
1 

sion of being separate enotities" they had ili fact been pa,rt 
, . . 38 

o~ the same'corporation sinc~ 1928. As~a result of the spy 

and trlack1i~t system used by this outfi' 10 weed out tràde 
.' 

1 

pnion agitators, the organization carried on by the Mine Work-

ers' Ul.1Îoll of'Camdu assumed u ruther conspiratorial, nature. 
. 

FOr- this reason, the f0110wing account has been drawn largely 

throug ~eference to the oral tradition • 
(! 

t D ring,the early 1930's, as in t~e mid-19th century, uniœs 
~ . 

il). the l'an,d pits were broken down into "bl\ock committees", or 

ce1ls of li~ ~>r six workers, who ,were rlot necessarily aware of 
o • 

the identi1::ies of fellow memb'ers in othe il' groups. At the top 
, 1 

". ,·were the full l tin'le Communist Party/Workers 1 Uni~y League per- , 

,.sonnel, practica11y the only people in the comm ni ty who could 
\ 

~ngage in organi2btion~1 activity without the ar of permanent 

blaak1isting by the coal barons. lncluded in i5 group were, 

;p, 
\ 

.!f., • i ,.~l 

o 
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the names of Tom Shaw, Tommy Lawrence, Joe Armita"ge, Bob Kerr, 
, . 

Jack Pearce and Ronny Holmes. During their visi ts to the 

Island, these organizers /}'ïved from hand to mouth on whatever 
~ 

"Moscowf GOl~" the impoverished miner~ and thci.r sympathizers 

could
j 
spare. Among the latter g1'OUp :'{ere peapl-e like 'the two 

,Yugoslav Communists who l'an the Eagle Hotel in Narlaimo, and 

"Old Doc" Ockenda 1 ,. who ~pt union documents, ou t of enemy ~ands 
.' 1 

by carrying them around in his folding tabl€;!. W.ithout. the efforts 

of the "Reds", i t is aQknowlèdged, the task 01 organizing the 
39 

Island cou1d hard1y have got off the ground . 

Ac'cording to the oral tradition, the first mine to be 

organized ~y the ,Mine Workers' Union of Canada, on the Island 

during the, 19."30' s was ,a t South Wellington, in 1931. By 19~, 

it seems that the union had signed up t~ m~jority"of the men 

here and was active in "overt" agitation like the Qhalking of 

'slogans ôn company pl'op~rty, U$ weIl as "covert" orgun~ion. 

However, the South Welling'ton mine ,was clo~ed, and i ts employ""' 

ees were transferi.'ed to Western Fue l' s Reserve operation. The 
\ • < 

unionts secretary, ~Thomas 'Greenwell,",along W'ith other trade 

unionists;- c.ontinued their organiza tionn l ac,ti vit y , and before 

long Reserve too "fell under the sway of the M. W. U.C. Despite 

precautions, the company ".picked up the names somewhere a long 

the 1ille" and rid itse1f of this viper Wh~ch had been-l1ursing 
te \;~ ~ , 

in. i ts breast by a prac tiee wh'ieh was sta ndard amongst ~n ti-

unie.ln opera tors in the West. The !îùil,e was c.1osed, on1y to 

o 
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re-open a few months la ter, lat wl}ich time known mi li tants were 

not rehired. Even the police chief of Ladysmith acknowledged 

the fact that the mine had baen closed for "politieal" purposes. 

The blacklist.ees ware now permanently unemployed, a lesson which 
40 

was not lost on th,e more cau tious -of the, minel's. 

FUl'ther up-Island, at Cumberland -- whel'e the minel's had 

[not st~uck since th~t black day in August, 1918, when the mar-

tyred trade unionist Ginger Goodwin had been laid to l'est in 

the town ceme~y -- the M.W.U.C. had better luck. With the aid 

of the W.U.L., local militants like James "Shakey" Robertson, 

who was la te,!' to become one of the leaders of, the C. C. F. move

ment on the' Island,. orgaflized a branch of the Mine Workers' 

Union of Canada in 1933. It published its own newpapel', The 

.Tipp1e, and by 1934 was out in the open, l'eady to fight for the 

amelioration of the miners' Conditions. The union took on the 

cause of the unemp10yed and led a ficdt for the reduction of 

uti1ity rates in the town. As in other crunps, the miners' union 
\ . 
s~w their cause as[one of the community as a who1e against 

absentee exploiters~ Appea1ing for community support, W.S. 

Atkinson declared: 

.. 

Our flght ls a flght for t~e Island. You know who 
the man in authority is, You know who says whether 
we shall eat or not ... This Island is being slowly 
but surely strangled, inside pf a month 1 believe 
there will be two more mines ,'closed ... 1 claim thel'e 
shou1d be more coa l mined than there is .• '. 

41 
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Rebuttin~ corporate claims that the mines were being 

operated on a philan~hropic basis, and nt a 1055, trade 1 

unionists could quote statistics that showed Canadiau'Collier

i~s (Dunsm,uil~) Ltd.' 5 'net profi t for 1933 was $110,526: a 

sma11 profit to be sure, if we can believe the figures, but a 
42 0 

profit nonetheless. 

W~lh the expiry of the minel's' "collective agl'e~ment" 

with CC(D')Ltd. in October of 1934, the M.W.U.C. faced its first 
\ 

test. A dispute sparked by demands by 120 men on the haulage 
r---/ 

crews for an increase in wages became generalized, and led to 

the holdin~'of a strike vote on October 31. This showed a 

ma~gin of 264 to 222 again~t sueh action although union leaders 

ehallenged the accuracy of the balloting, "since even Colonel 

Villers' (General Manager, CC(D)Ltd.) cook and gal'dene~' were 
1 43 

brought into i t." Appal'ently, -"discontcnt', fomented by dis-

led the union to pull the stl'ike anyway on November 
. ' 

5, by which time the haulage men had scaled down their c;lemands' 

by half to 5%. The l'est respected the picket line, and an open 

meeting held at the Oddfellows L Hall dl'ew 269 mine workers. 

Here it was decided to issue permits allowing the maintenance 

men to continue their wOl'k'unmolested. A few days later, one 

of the strike leaders, James Donnelly, repol'te:d that the uni'on 
\ 

membership had gl'own to 280, from ollly 83 thl'ee months before • 
. . r' 

. '. 

li 

pJ 
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According to the union, granting oI" the demaods of the 

haulage men would have' cost "36 lousy çloliars a day" to the 

company, but it is obvious that it was pushing for a renewed 

agreement with improved conditions for aIl the workers. 

Frustrated by, the refusaI oI "loyal" workmen to break the 

strike, Colonel Villers left Cumberland in a huff on November 

10. He left behind a renewed agreement to be s~gned by the 

strike commi ttee before November' 30, al tel' which Ume the mine 

would'be shut down permanently. H~s manner was haughty, but 
• . , 

re~sented a grudging acceptance of the wOl~kers' right to have 

a sa~ i~l ~he de~rmina tion of thei1' lives. ll'i the context "'Of 

non-union Vancouver Island, this was a signif~cant accomplish-
, 

ment for th& Mine Workers' Uoion of Canada. Villers 9 material 

concessions included the following: wages for the haulage . 

crews were to be incl'essed from $4.22 to $4.30,. the rat 

iog at Nanaimo; rents for company housing were to be 

one twelfth; charges for ml ne la..mps, timbel', gloves, 

and coal for home tise were reduced; and recognition was to 

be extended to a committee to investigate charges of discrimi-
45 

nation. OltNovember 20, the strikers voted to accept and 
J 

the 'strike cc1lmmittee signed the agreement on Novembel' 22. John 
'1 

Hunt of West~rn Fuel acted.for CC{D)Ltd. in the proceedingé. 

Villers was ~till in Victoria, and wa5 unavailable fol' comment. 

1t must have been a bitter piU to 5wallow. Several months 
'" ---.. 

later 1t was reported that only 5 of the 500 CC(D)Ltd. workers 

~-----_. 
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at the Cumberland Mine wer.e-to be seen~' nat wearing the badge 
47 

of the Mine Workers' Union af Canada al3'~}he il' pi t a lathes. 

Encauraged by the suecess of thei1' ,up-Island brethren, 

the militants began to organize at Western Fuel's Nanaima 

operation, the strongest non-union ter1'ito1'Y i~ the region. In 
fi 

early 1935, they launched a mirniographed sheet called We Too, 

which eventually reaaheda circulation of 500-600, and a ~ 
48 

readership rnuch large~ ~han this. Unlike many other "Communist" 

inspired" pUbliea t10ns of the pe1'iod, We Tao steered c lear 0 

radical 1'hetoric and propaganda. Clearly the organizers of th 

union wanted ta sectarianism whieh would divide rather 

than unite, w ning the fun~amental class basis of the 

organization. In its first issue, We Tao bi1.1ed the M.W.U.C. 

as:, 

A class instrument ta protcct oui· intere5ts, 0 ne that 
is PROGRESSIVE, that ca~1 change its tactiçs in accord-" 
ance with the changing Conditions of the struggle, one 
that will strive for the greatest,Ul11ty of the workers, 
employed and unemployed, irrespective of thei1' national-
ity, creed or politics. l ' 

49' 1 

It stressed the futi 11 ty of "hurnb le sU;Plica tio/and plead-

ing" and urged the readers ta change Nanaimo's reputatiol1 -as a 

"seab town". Ed Webb, a M.WoU.C o activist and later-the 

President of the Nanaimo VoM.W. of A local, appealed to the 

"aivie pride tl of the miners: 

~ ~ ~ - --- ----'!. - ------ --- -- ---- - - - - -

, " 
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No one can come 'in,tG Nanaimo, Wave a ma'gic 'wand, and 
say "You':r:e Organized". It'does.p'~ work out that way. 
~ut if we are preparéd to get to~her, to put aside 
tHese feelings of ~istrust, WB too can have something 
to say as t'o ho\\' these mines sha Il be run. -The leader
ship is there, and time and time again the Mine Workers' 
Union of Canada has shQwn that it has the correct line. 
We ourselves have witnessed it on the Island ... Now we 
need you •.• then w~ can have a camp that we wiAl be 
proud of .. We will not have to hang: oUl'heads when some
one from Cumberland COrnes to town and speaks of the 
Union. 

50 
ft 

Although the We TOQ was avidly read (and the bos'ses did their 

best ta keep their names out oi it), the Nanaimo local of the 
... ~\ J 

M.W.U.C. never gained strength or confidence enouih to come 

"above 'ground" and challenge ,the operators.'" Nevertheless, the 
, , 

slow but sure resurgence of working class independen~e must 

have troubled the coal barops. In the summer of 1935 they 
. ... 

. ~ 

j counter-attacked in t'he union' s strol1ghold ~f Cumberlan?, by 

serving ?otice of the introduction of the piece-work s 
.' ' 

certainlclas~es of labour which ha~ been previousJy paid 
. 

dataI rate. Taking up the challenge, the M.W.U.C. 

on 

a, 

mass meeting to be held on August ~ 'to discuss the issue .. The 

? c9inpany the!){ informe~he mine~1s that the mine would be hoisting 

L cOBl'on tha! day, and "suggested~' that the union postpone their 

meeting. J Tfie meeting was held as planned, but no attempt was 

made to'prevent the handful of men w~o ü,t>jected from gOing ta 

work.' CC(D)Ltd. balled the action ,a strike in breach of contract 

and warned that further resistarice would result in permanent 

.. 
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. mine c losure. 

W~en the mine whistle blew on August 12, the union returned 
i 

to the pi ts, but 25 or 26 men found themse l,ves disc rimina ted 

'against. The miners, f~arful of the employer's threats, applied 

,for ,conciliation, placing th,e fate of the blackllsted men at 

the tender mercy of the government. Ina Lhree-mp n 'Conc i lia t ion 

Board, the employers' and emplpyees' nominees almost always 

cancelled each other out, leaving the ultimate power of decision 

to the Chairman, who was (after 1925) an appointee of the 
, j ~ 

Provinc ia l Government. The Board' s long de layed major i ty rep'ort 

gave no succoui to the miners. The Chairman, J.A. Russell, 

seems to have implicitly agreed with Villers' assertion that the 

blacklistees' had received only their Just desserts, on account 

of their having been influenced by "outside agit;\ tors who have 

" visited C}lmberland for the purpose of crea ting disturbances 

where harmony has existed between the Company and, at any rate, 

the, majori ty of i ts employees~" The Boal;d iound no cvidence 

of discrimination, suggesting that "it may weIl be" that none 
1 

,"fj 

of the men who were not rehired were "sui ta,ble for any pal'ti-

cular vacancy". Its conClusion that "the employer has approved 

of the system of collective bargaining for many years':'.\\ added 
t ~$-

insult to in jury , since CC(D)Ltd. and its pre~ecessors had 

never recognized'a union in aIl its long history of exploita-
51 

tion. The unfortunate trade unionists were rehil'sd at the 

l 
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comp~nyts convenience. Many, like others blacklisted for 

participation in the Min~ Workers' U~ion of Cana~a on the Isiand 
b 

during the Depression, did not get bock into the pits until the 

recognition of the U.~.W. of A. in 1937-38. "At least one, Sam 

English, left Cumberland for the Crows' Ncst Pass. 

The Mine WOl'kers' Uriion of Canad'>\:f(li1) the -Island remained 
C> 

. , 
fairly quiet after. this da;rfeat, olthough the CumbeJI'land local" 

't!. / 

and \he nuclei i~ other centres continued in eXlstence. For 

reasons which will be discussed later, th~ \f. U:L. organizers 

were, by the spring of 1936; ~orking on an entirely' new endea-
'-. 

vour: the re~urrection of the United Mine Workers' of America. 
, 

In"the referen4um held on June 30 of,that year, Cumberlan~ 

voted 237 ta 5 in 'favour of"joining the International b.ody, 

and the,M.W.U.C. was dissoved. ~he U.M. W. of A. was recogniZed 

in Cumberl~nd in 1937, and in Nanalmo the follow~ng year. 

Although the Canadian union is now aIl but forgotten, it was 
{i 

.this organization that b~oke the ground for the U.M.W. of A. 

In some cases it was the same personnel operating under a 
,,\ 

different banner which assured the Lewis union of success. As 

in other C.I.O. unions in the country, the Communists played 

a crucial l'ole in the formation of the orgapization. Writing 
. 

of the raising of the U.M.W. charter in Nanaimo, Tom McEwen 

suggests that: 

J. 

, , 

J" 
i 
1 
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1 

No doubt the shock would Have been as severe to 
John L: as i t. was' on the-Llunsmui r coa 1 opera tors, 
pad he known that a mentb~ of the Communist Party, 
and not even a coal miner '1 was hanging up the Char
ters of that Great Union ir union halls deliberately 
by-passed by his own high ~alaried lieutenants .•• 

1 

1 

The organization Qf the United Mine Workers,however, took 

place in a quite different climate than had the effort5 of 

"the M .. W. V.C. a half decade earlier. After nearly a century of 

open shop ru le , the employers capitulated without ~ fight in 

the late 1930's. In November, 1938, Distric~ 18 finally signed 

i contract with the Canadian Col~ieries and the Western Fuel 

Corporation: the fir~t comprehensive collective agreement which .. 
~ 53 

workers in the coal industry on the Island had ever enjoyed. 
ft 

IV 

To conclude our examination the activi tie's of the 

Mine 'Workers' Union of Canada-, fit is necessary ta return to 
.:. ... 

the ~rows'Nest Pass, although this time to the B,C. side of 

the provincial line. While the M.W.U.C. dominated, at least 

u~til thé secession of. the Coleman local in 1932, the Alberta 

Pass,and always claimed the allegiance of the 10,cal union at 1 

, 
Corbin, it had relativély little impact on the coalfields on 

the other side of the line. Part «of the reason can be found 
D 

ip the strengt~ of the major operator in the area, the Crows' 
~ r'". (---.. 

'~ass Coal Company, which hold control o,ver the mining 
• 1 

towns of Fernie and Michel, B.C., through itso favoured company 

union, the B.C. Miner.s' Association. Another factor seems to 0 

·.'v 
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ha\e been the re la ti ve poverty of t'hese towns, as compared to 

"-v-
Corbin and the Alberta Passe Statistics for the B.C. Pass 

(which included the fa11'ly prosperous centre of Corbin) show 

that the regi?n had not enjoyed the modest recove1'y shawn by 

the coal industry elsewhere during the late 1920's, ~nd) 

relative to the Alberta Pass, had declined fu!ther in the early 

30' s, and experienced no signrficant recovery dur1ng the middle 

period of the ,decade. Of the two camp~ under d1scussion, Fernie 

was by far the worst off. Du1'ing the period 1930-1935 Michel 

worked a~ average of 191 da ys a year, Fernie 122. During 1932, 

the Fernie mine hoisted coal on only 76 days. With the stagger 

system in effect this would have translated' itself into 33 . 
54 

shifts for èach mine worke'l,. Mine."closure was averted only 

th1O, ugh the agita tion of the townspeople, wi th he Ip from H. H. 

. stevens, M.P. for the area, and an influential member of 

Bennett's Cabinet. As one wrj.ter accurately notes,. the lack 

of militance in Fernie can be attributed to a mine management 
/ ~ 55 

"sympa thetic t~ the idea of ceasing <!\pera tians 'comple te ly." 

Nevertheless, tl19 Mi ne Workers' Union of Canada made 

repeated attempts t'O capture the B.C.M.A. locals, both under 

the Wheatley and W.U.L. regimes, Duriug Lhe summer of 1931 

Malcolm Bruce tolired the field, and ballots'were taken on the o 

~ .. 

, . 
1 
î 

question of affili1.tion ta the M. W. U.C. at bath camps. Althougp, 1 
the M.W.U.C. emerged.~ith a 66 vote edge in Michel, the results 

1 
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were negated "after chal~J5es of stuffed ballot boxes ..• the 

news of the tragic Estevan strike 'and the threats of employers." 
, 

After the 1932 strike in Alberta, further efforts were hampered 
" . 

by the R.C.M.P., Wh~~h did its best to prevent Harvey Murphy 

from crossing the provi~cial line to organize in the Coast. 
57 . 

Province's domaine However, important contacts -- betweeh 
" 

the It~lian communities of Blairmore and Mlchel, for example 

and underground nuc lei rema ined ac ti ve. ,The c 11max of their 

efforfs came during ~he spl'ing of 1934. 

1 • 
The M.W.U.C. annual picnic of that y-ear .was a gala affaire 

'A 2~-car train was chartered from the C.P.R. and 1,200 miners 

and their families from Lethbridge and the Alberta, Puss were 

carried into"Michel on May l, 1934, where they were met by 

approximately 1,800 au~porters from B.C. The speeches, games 

and other festivities were held in Michel't:; "Karl Marx Park", 

a piece of ground donated to the union by a local dairy farmer, 
58 

Phillip'Musil. One union~member described the1event as the 
59 

high point of the history of the Mine WOl'kers' Union of Ca rD d'a. 

One wonders if the happiness Qf these people on that one bl'ight 

day of the Depression would have been dampencd had they known 
t 

that staripg down at them wns the barrel of a machine gun, 
60 

manned by B. C. 'policemen, hidden in a iWal'by bar.n. 

Shortly afterwards, the Michel M.W.U.C. ceme out into 

56 
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the open, and presented lts demands that th~ ~:t.hl.A. check-
/ 

off be discontinued abd that available work be shared equally 
\ 

amongst a Li employees, some of' whom had' bee11 recent ly la id 
\ 

off. On May 22, they voted by a 224 to 131 ~argin to strike, 
, 

the oppostion being a group which the Blairmore Enterprise 
o 61 , 

ca lIed "Eng lish-speaking workers." DIre w,rnings by manage-

\ ' 
ment that the C.P.R. :OUld take its coal buslnr~s elsewhel'e 

caused urteâsiness amongst the strikers, howev'er, who return,ed 

to work after four days. The settlement was a "compromise" 50 

ambiguous that both the M.W.U.C. and 'the B.C.M.A. claimed vic-

tory. Th~ company agreed not to discrlminate and to fill vacan-
o 

cies with the laid off men, but it is not clea~ what became of 
62 

, " the unIon dues issue. The mines at Fernie and Klichel con-

tinued to work under the B.C.M.A. contract until 1937. 

The Crows' Nest Pass e~perienced its most violent and ',-

tragic labour strife of the 1930's in the small company town of 

Corbin, B.oC. in 1935. Oddly enough, CorbIn does not exactly, fit 

the model of ever-increasing poverty and unemployment which char-
p 

acterized other camps in the P:-1SS during othe Depression. Alone 
\ 

among the mining towns of the çrow, Co'rbin showcd an' aC1\ual 

increase in production, oU"tpul per man, and employment dJt'ing 
63 . . 

the early 1930's. The prosperity 01 the mine wor~ers i also 
. \ 

demonstrated liy the nt,lmber. of automobiles registered in the, 
64 

to~n, which rose from 50 to 110 in the period 1929 to 1935.' 

The Corbin Miners' Association was not l traditional1y noted for 

/' 
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C" 
\lits 'l'adicalism:' Its l'epl'esentatlve at the h l 3Q, M.W.U.C. 

Convention, James 
1 

voted against t 
, 

only t hl'e,e de lega tes who 
1 

disaifJ.: iute from the "AlI Canadian 
1 

Congl'ess of Labour. in the W. U. L. 

press of being sympathetic to th "fascist" Canadiun Defender 
65 ' 

g l'Ol!p. . The rank and filè vot d fol' the W. U. L: in 1931 by a
O 

ma l'gin 

As the town was 

amon~ <the Pass locals.! 

bteakdown of It~ popu-

latio~ is avnflable, " Ithough on the~slim~est of evidence il 
• 

might seem that the "True Blue British" were the dominant group . 
. 

The local's executive was 

Fe l' nie Fl'ee, Press. cha rge,d 
, 

foreigners, 6~ly 8 of the 

alwnys Anglo-Saxon, and although the 

thnt tbe milit;~ts oJ 1935 :ero mostly 
\ , 

22 individuals brought' to trial fol' 
66 

strike activities in that yenr had non-Anglo-Saxon oames. 

Corbin's relative proap~rity c~n be attributed to its 

ability to prodbce conl for the Canadian Pacific RDiIway at a , 

Iower Cost than neighbo~ring mining centTes. While wa e rates 

remained slightly Iower than in other 'Pass., mines" the ~iow' 
~ ''J • 

seams of coa 1 at Corbin contri~.uted to a I~igh level-of pr6çluc-

tivity, and consequently' lowèr costs of production. I~l 1920, 

almost 2~OO tons of 'coai were hoisted pel' 'man undergr,bund nt 
, '67 

Corbin; b-y 1932 the figure stil,l" stood weIl above 1,QOO. 
f'>~ " 

Thus, while Corbin Colliel'ies continued to turn large profits, 

its emplo'yees were assured of steady work and income, eJen 

o 

, 0 

('II 
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. 
during "the deepest ~epths of the Dep1.·ess~on. The capitalist/ 

system, however, could not ensure the continuity of such 

"idyllic~' jl_aSS, rela~ions. The shallow séams of coaJ at Corbin, 
. (j 

once.the,boon of the town; turned out ta ~e its curse, 'S the 
\ 

operator decided to take maximum advantage of these by intro- ft . ' 

ducing st~ip mining technology into the area in 1933. During 

the"1920's and 1930's, coal miners in North Amerlca reacted' 

'strongly and negat1vely to the idea of strip mines, and not for 

ecolog ica 1 or asce tic reasons. Fol' the underemp loyed coa 1 miner 
\ 1 

of the inte~-war perlod, often locked in ri losing battle to 

defend his wage rates, conditions, and cr~ft traditidns, the 
• 

strip"mine represented qui te literally an open pit of misery 

and degrada t ion. In an uncharacteristic but highiy signific~nt 

act, st..riking miners in Herrin, Illinois, had slaughtered a gang 

of "scabs" operating a, black~15triP-m~ning operation, back in 
/ ,68 

1922, and no jury could be/~ound that would convict the killers. 

When Corbin' s ,?pen. pit, ~e "Big S~owing" went into op~ra tion in 

1~33, the miners saw iit:' as the beginning of the ~nd of their 
ci' 1 ~ 

way of life. In an inte'l:'view with David Millal', one dlâ timer 

summed up the ir fee lings: 
, 

the Big Showing, .. meant that aIl these miners in Corbin 
would be u~, out of a job, if they started to go at it 
in a wide open manner, applying sleam shovels for every-
thing they did. So that, in the Depression, 1 guess the 
mine rs resis ted this me'thod of produc t ion -- i t d id t hem 
out of a job you see ... the point was that the strip mining 
wasc-going ,to wipe them otft altogethel',. coal miners and 
the communi ty, .. ' 

69 " 
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AS ~dam Bell, Provincial Deputy Minister of Labour in 

the Pattullo Government noted, in his Inve"~tigatlon of the 

Corin events of 1935: 
. • c 

1 could readily see that"the stxike had 110t developed 
overnight, but had arisen out of circumstance~ and 
conditions retroactive over a p~riod of at least two 
years, when the comRany had 5tarted to operate the 
Big Showing.' .. 

70 

ln July 1933, underground w.?rk J at Corbln ceased entlrely for 

30 days, partly as a ~esult of damage caused by a fire ln the 

Iiumber 4 Mine, and' partly because of the Company's apparent / 

desire to shut down these operations altogether. In August, 

the un;I..on shu t down a 11 produc t Ion in protes t, un t 11 "the compa ny 

a~~eed to carry on development and maintenance" \\ork underground. 

Al though underground work resumed' a t a raduced pace, "recurl'i ng 
!ft 

rumours that operations were to be concentrated at the Blg 

Showing and that lay-offs 'were immlnent clrculnted thrriugh 

the small community and maintained n dangerous emotional pitch. 
1 

-\ 

71 

Within a year, Corbln Coillerles proposed a 4% wage~ whlle the' 

union was raising demands for sharing 01 the work, a clenr 
72 

indication that aIl was not right in the town. 

The breaking point was reached on Saturdny, January 19, wheh 

the Secretary of the Corbin Mlners' Absociatlon, John Press, was 
p 

" fired for quitti~g early, 'a common practice amongst contract • 
The union charged discrimination, on the grounds that 

Press "was accompanied by five or more men from tha.t partlcular 

fI 

, ' 

,j 
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shioft at the time of his discharge," who had not been 1ike-
73 

wise treatëd. On Monday, the miners fai1ed ta show up for 
-

work, demand'ing the Secretary' s re-ins ta te:ment, a long wi th 
1 

redress of a list of accumulated grievances. These included 

the ,installation of a man tr1p at the Number 6 m1ne to save 

the men a. wa~ of half a mile up and down a steep grade; and 

the l'epa1r of\company houses. The striking miners complained 

of leaky roofs and walls which were incapable of keeping out 

the snow driven by the h1gh winds which characlerize the Crows' 

Nest Pass area. The company made sorne count er-proposaIs, but 

the -miners, having cane luded thn t the offer represented "only 
'74 ' 

trap from Wh1Ch there was no escape, "reJe~em. 

Thomas Uphill, the Labour Party repre~tive for-the 

area in the Prov1ncia1 Assembly, intervened in the dispute. By 

aU,...-"'" 

mid-April he reported that a tentative agreement hnd been reached'; 

but charged that it had been vetoed by the Spokane, Washington, 

headquarters of the company, which seems to hdve had its own 
76 

ideas on how to resolve_ the impasse. The stl'ip mine wQuld be 

re-opened, with or without the consent of the torbin M1ners' 

Association, and the machine of class oppression was thrown into 

high geaI' to crush the recalcitrant workers. On April 17, the 

two opposing sides confronted cach other. On ,the one hand was 

a contingent of Prov1nc~al Police, variously estimated at between 
. 

30 and 60 men, a handfu1 of prospective scabs, and a formidable -
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looking' bulldozer, which was busy "clearing the snow" on thé 

mountain ledge WhlCh led from the main road to the Big Showing. 

On the othe'r were 250 men and women ~rom the m~ning communi ty, 
J 

determined to def~nd their way of liie On the picket lirle. The 

centre of the ensuing bnttl~, which took place on the ledge from 

whic h there was "no esc ape" , \Vas t he bu~ ldozer: t he ma chi ne , 

the instrument oi the minel's' economic ol>pl'e!:>slon, n::1\V trans-

formed into" a physical cO'llbatant. \ The eat smashed through the 

picket line, crushing the legs of several women who were at its 

head. A Itregul~r Donnybrook", such as had followed the Estevan 

mafosacre in 1931, ensued, as the enraged workers tried to exact 

vengeance for the crIme. Sixteen policemen and perhaps"forty 

strikers (the latter were not hospitalized) were inJured beiore 

the "riot" could be quelled and "ringleadel's", including
o 

the 
76 \ 'V-' 

union executive, dragged ofl' to Ja11. Thel'e were no recorded 
. 

deaths as a result of the fracas, flthough 

Canadi~n Labour Defence League, oJe of the 
77 / 

a miscarriage. 
"

"-

according to the' 

Injured women suffered 

t' The othe'r Sid>O,f the tale was given by Inspect~H John 

MacDonald of the B.C. Poiice, who argued that the driver of 

the' cat had "floored" his machine only aiter having been stunned 
7'8 

by a flying rock. He also added that "tins i$ not a coal 

miners' strike, but a deliberate attemp~ by the Communlsts of, 
, 79 . 

Blairmore to gain a footing in the Corbin area," Blaming 
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1 

the incident on the Communists may have been convenient for the 
l' 

authorities, but the charge in! this case was unfounded. Even 

Harry' Stevens, by now an independent reformer, undérstood that 
1 

"agitation" was not the cause of the Codnn dl.spute. He warned 

Ac ting Prime Minister George Perley tha t Ill. t is a mistake to 
\ . 

assume that the workers are always wfong, fol' knowing thes~ 
. , 

men as l do, l am convinced that almost to a man they are earnest, 
80 ~ 

ha rdworki ng ci t izens. " 

The response of the strikers' fellow workers W3S, of course, 

negative. The "Princeton Workers' Protective Assocl.ation" 

declared that the repression signified that there was "no limit 

to the extènt" to which the government would go "in its mad 

)attempts to subjugate the toiling people lo poverty and want." 

According to i Wo~en's Auxiliary ~n Calgary, t~e Corbin events 

caused "wonder in the minds of people who had hitherto looked 

upon the police as guardians of law and ollder." The Fernie and 
, 

District Unemployed Association pointed out "the fallacy of 

drafting in the Provincial Police to protect a property already 

destroyed by the operators~" 

, 
'" 

It is odious to u~ as Cal1adians and repugnant to ou~~ 
• theughts, that t~e Pl'ovinc~al Police is.at the beck and} 

calI of a foreign cOl'poratl.on ... the actl.on of the 
n . 

Attorney General in this matter is so rank the rankness 
ther~of reaches the high heavens ... 

81 
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The bulldo er lncident may perhaps have been an unfor-
~~"<' ... 

". ... 

tuna te acc ide nt. 
/ . 

The occupa t ion 0 f the town wlnc h fo llowed, 

however, was not. On April 18, a party oi R.C~hl.P. was brought 

in from. Lethbridge, bringlng the total number oi armed govern

ment forces in the \rea to 85, according to the Lethbr{dge 
82 \ 

Herald. Traffic through the Crows' Nest Pass was routed 

through police roadblocks while communicatloH between Corbin and 

the re~t of the world was completely cul oif. In the town 
(, 

it~f" the strikers, many 

bones and other wounds of 
o 

of\ whom were suffering from broken 

the picket lino batt1e, were either 

unwilling or unable to venture out of doors. • Yet the government'~ 

actions were not undertaken sOle1y for the benefit of the opera-
I 
, . 

tOI', and indeed Corbin Collieries did not press its advantage by 

tryi ng '-to re-ope,n the stri~ mine aga in. The au thor it ies, espec

ially the so-called "New De,aI" administration of Premier T.D. , , 

'''',,' 

Pattulo in Victoria, seem tb have had a real fm l' that revolution 
\ 

was in the of'fing in B.C. during the spring of 1935. Sald the 

Prtmier when queCstioned about the' (;,,1.'bln events: "There lS a 

great deal of Communistic propriganda c~rculating ~n ,British "tr 

Columbia at the present time of a most lnsidious character, which 
83 

the public a,t large does not fully rp~eciate. Il Pattulo was 

not entirely off the mark. The Coast ~rovince was at this time , 
.. '. '", 

seething w~th discontent. Along the docks there were repercus-
" li 

sions from:the "general st1'iko" a10ng tho U.S. Pacific seaboard, 
1 , 

(J 
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" "-
as W. U. L. unipns pl'cpared for thelr own 11fe 01' dea!h s"truggle 

wlth the employers in the B.C. longshore industl'y. More spec-" 

tacular was the struggle of the relief camp strikers in Vancouver, 

whose fight, led by Arthur Evans, which was ~oon to reach a 

climax wlth the On-To-Ottawa irek of June, 1935. As far as the 

Crows' Nest Pass was coneerned, there was talk of a "revolution-

ary army" being raised in Blairmore fol' the' purpose of l1bera-
1 

ting the Corbin area by force. 

The news of Corbln d~' in faet have an electric effect in 
u 

Blairmore, as can be weIl i ;gined.,'\ 'Phe most radical elements 

in the town did speak of t ing Corbin by storm, although the 

idea was not specifically Communist inspired. Aeeordi~g ta the 

1eft wing poet, Dorothy Livêsay, the most strldent demands for 

actIon at this time came not from the miners' unIon, but from 

the unemployed youth of Blalrmore. They h~d'spent most of the 

Depréss io n ha nging a round 10ca 1 poo 1 rooms, i la t broke, bored 

and wï th no hope of ;ver getting a .Job. Like the young men in 1 

the relief camps in 1935, the youth of Blairmore wallted to do 

• something which would prove to Ithe world and to themseYves that 
. 84 

"we still have sorne fight left in us yet." At any rate, the 

militants. of the Alberta Pass did march, with Harvey MUl'phy and 

the Mine Workers' Union of Canada m~n at the head. Along the 

ten weary uphill miles ta the Great Dlvide they made the 

mountains eeho to the strains of Joe Hill's "Pie in the Sky", 

\ 
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~ 85 
the "Red Flag"~ and the "Internationale". Theil' on1y 

weapon Wf1S their spirit of reslstance., Al the B.C. border, 

they were met by a p~rty of R.C.M.P. urmed wlth ~ loaded Lew' 
o 

gun. Desperate revolutional'ies thollgh U1êy were, the miners' 
() 

leade 1'S dec ided to nego t ia te. Faced with the posslbi1ityof 

a massacre much worse than. that at Este:van, bolh lhe Unl011 and 

the red coats compl'omised. While the "ul'my" would have to stay 

1.n Alberta, a ten-man delegatLon, 111cluding that.nurpber one 

undesirable citizen, Harvey Murphy, was escorted into Corbin. 

Murphy burned with indignatlon ut what they round: 

There was terror in Corbin ... When we got the1'e we 
found the town locked up. The docto!' was out of 
medicine, and aIl kinds of people were hurt .. , 
There was Just this narrow roadway and the pollce 
had this wlred. Tha t' s why the docto}' was out of i 
medicine for these injured women. They were locked 
in, and the R.C.M.'P. was in charge with this bal'. 
And it was only when we got through that we got th se 
peop)e out of their houses. 

86 

. . 

t'A few days later the anti-unlon Fernl.c Frce Press reported 

the most "wonderfu1 change of attitude" on the part of the minel.'s, 

which it attributed to their tanglc wlth the lorces of law and 1;> 

order. Previous to this, it c1aimed, the minel's had booed, and 

shouted at the Police, but '110W they do.ffed their caps, the1r 

"change of view" being "most àppal'ent and rcspectful." 
87 ( 

gove1.'l1ment, which chose to trent the Corbin 
-fT' 

~l1sur l'ec t ion, Communism secms ~ t9 have 
'.) 

j 
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played nd pnrt in the dispute, nt lenst irom the point of 

view of the mining communlty. The Ullion executive was Ilot parti-

cularly "Red", the community produced no such self-styled 

saviolirs as the Alberta Citizens' Lengues, and the miners remained 

united as one man. The strlke could cel'tnlnly not be blamed on 

the foreigners, except perllaps the "iol'oign" coal company. Tne 

"refol'mist" Labourites, led by M.L.A. Thomas Uplll11 (there
o 

were 

Uphills III the ranks of the strikcl's as woll), Ilned up 100% 

l:ehind the "revolutional'y" M,W. U.C;.· On April 23, Uphill, Murphy 
'\ ( 

~ 

and Jame\s Dornan pleaded the case of the mlnel'S togethcl' III 

Victoria~l To Murphy it was a.~ittle IronIenl to be received by 

\ 
Attorney-peneral 810an, on account of lns "persona-non-grata" 

1 

status in th~ east Koot;~Jays. At all evcnts, the arguments of 

the workers' representatives fell on the denf ears of tho, "New 

Dei'lers" in vain. 81001n subsequently dismissed aIl charges c~n-

cel'ning nbuse of po lIce power in the Crows' Nes t Pass as "sheer 
88 

nonsense. " 

" 
Labour relations nt CorbIn became even mOl'~'-'embittered as a 

resu1t of these events. Even aiter the tl'opps,wer~_~wlthdrawn, 

there was no hope of compromise. Argult1g the need Lo filll out-

standing orders with the C.P.R. o~ 10se that business entlrely, 

COrbin Collierieij proposed that the strlp mine be l'e-opcned 

immediately, and the miners' grievnnces be submitt'üd to a 

Conciliatïon Board, whose report would be binding on aIl pnrties. 

,,-1 

J 
, 'Î , 

if 
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Convinced tl1at the operator WilS ~ntent on blacklistlng aIl 

active uniolUsts (and that the govel'nment appolnted chairman 
j 

would slde with the mana,gern'ont), and sceptical: about the 

company's promise to resume underground oporat~ons ln due course, 

the minèrs refused to go along. In May the opt'ator announced 
1 ____ 

that the C.P.R. ordel's had been 10st, and thatithe mlnes wou\â--. 

be permanently closed. The mincl'~ rnay luive thoJgl1t thnt Austin 

.Corbin was blUf;~ng, but he was not. The mines\were shut down, 

and later the rail link wlth the C.P,R. rnaillli+ was tOl'~\ up. 
~ 

Sixteen months atter the beginning of t.he stl'ike, the Blairmore 
~, ~ 

union local was( still assessing $2.00 a month from ~{lch member 

for Corbin relief (this without a check off), but by this time 

the community was starting to disperse. Having no luck findi11g 
o 

work in other Pass camps, the mit1el'S; went lurthel' afield: to 

Vancouver Island, Nordegg and the Coal Branch, Twenty f.amilies 

of Slovaks from Corbin started new lives by takin~ up homesteads 
~,' 

in the Peace River country, although minel's il1 generPl,)and 
~""~J 

Anglo-Saxon ones in particular, seem ta have exhibited little 
89 

enthusiasm for the p'ioneel' l,He ctû'r ing the D~ pressIon, COl'bi 11 

itself became a ~,host town, a monument perhaps to the polos~al 

class bigotry which characterlzed the cal' of its destruction . 

• )~'J 
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With the destruction of Corbin, the Mine Workers' Union of 

Canada had lost another local. D~spite the orga9ization'~ 

strenuous activities outside of Alberta Jduring the W.U.L. era, 

it had, by 1936, only one functioning local outside'the province, 

that at Cumberland, B.C. Links ~ith Fernie and Michel were 
1 0 " v 

tenous at best, while locals in the B.C. ~it1ter10r and in Saskat-

chewan, not to mention the metal mining centres, had ceased to 

exist entirely. Within Alberta, the early years of the Depression 

had been ones'of stebdy decline, at least on paper. While mem-

bership ~n 1930 stood at ~lmost 4,,000, M. W. U.C. Vice-President 
~ l ' ~ 

Péter Barclay reported a membership of onlYJ 2,000 to the Alberta 
1 ' 

Coal Commission of 1935. The Depression had taken a heavy toll 

on almost aIl trade unions in Canada. Unlike many, the Mine 

Workers' Union of Ca nada had not taken, the cris is "lyi ng down" i' 
\ 

-

but it had fallen far short of the goals set in 1930, and To~ \\ 

McEwen's claim that the organization in21uded 90% of 'the workers ~\ , 

\j 
~ 

in the Western coal industry al the time of its demise does not 
20 

stand up to reality. The United Mine Workers of America, 

on the other hand, h~p experienced modera te ,growth since 1932. 

Whil~ maintaining cordial relations with the coal operators.it 

o 

".,,~ ....... 

'! 

1 
'J 
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had held on to most of its membership Ln the Red Deer Valley, 

and made -gains in the Edmonton field and a long the Coal Branch. 

District 18, of course, had not had to face the opposition of 

the state forces, and had not le~ a single major strike in a 

decade. ~evertheless, the organization suffered a blow with 

the~ousting of it6 political allies, the u,\:,ted Farmers of Alberta,-,

dur1ng the provincial election of 1935. 

These developments perl\ap,s moant less ta· the rank and fiIe 

than ta union leaders and political parties. In 1935 the Depres-

, sion was onIy half over, and there would be no steady work for 
>i>r-' , 

mtners anywhere untii after 1940. The Lethbridge field, the 

firf? t tOI be deve loped in Albe l' ta, wa s dyirig a ;s low and agonizing 

dea th\ Iq March of 1935 the o1d Number 6 m1ne in Hardievil1e 

hoiste~.its last ton of coal. Nqt even the suggestion by Prime 
\---------~' 

Ministe1' 'sennett, facing 1'e-election as a candcidate ofureform", 
\ 

"that the c i6sure be ,delayed unti1 "more seasonable times" cou1d 

"\;issuade the\.p.R. from i1's plans ta open up a new mine, which 
, , 

could be qpera~d at a lower cast and with smaller crews, in 
'3 

Lethb;idge. Fo the next year there would be only developmental 

work lor small nun\bers of men employed in the C.P.R.'s coa1 

department': The è~ienc~ see~s to have added a more militant 

tinge to the Lethbrid~e ~inersl union, but there was 1ittle they 
\/ ' 

cou Id do to stop the "march of progressIf in the industry.They 

had "kept their nases c 1ean" 

, 

. . 
, 
\ 

years, but had received 
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No thanks from their bosses. One member's declaration that 

anyb6dy who would v·ote for Bennett "would sell his grand
I 

mother for a glass of oeer" aptly sums up théir feeLi.ngs of 
4 

disgust and bet~ayal. In nearby Coalhurst, coal mining 

came to an abrupt and sudden end when, on December 9, 1935, the 
5 ~_ 

mine blew up-,killing 16 wol'kers. It never l'e":opéned, and 

~~hus another loyal local of the M.W.U.C. passed out of exist-

ence . 

Some leaders blamed the ever-worsening condi tiOJ~s on lack 

of organizational unit y and the crippling l'~valry between the 

two unions, ne i the r of whic h had orga n)zed more t ha n 1/4 of ( 

the workers in the industry. Enoch Williams, a Nova Scotian ex

Army officer, coal miner and veteran trade unionist was epgaged 

Jy the M.W.U.C._a~ __ ~n organizer at this time. Y~ars la,ter, he 

described what he saw in the Alberta b6alfield: 

... 1 tooR a speaking tour aIl ovel' and 1 saw the bloody 
conditions. AlI of us. part of us was ~he Urlited Mine 

...__-...-...Workers of America, part.b ,us in the Mide Wol'kers' Union:"'.' 
'Canada and aIl that ... (An 1 thought hel'e, "What's 

these proud miners is now ou there with their wives 
picking bloody enough coal to ook their beans off the 
refuse dump. My gOd, wliat a h l-l-of __ 'l-9rop to what' we 
used to think we were" ... 1 say it's no damn good. They've 
got too much money, and we can' 'd to go on_the way 
we are -- we're Just amounting to g ... and we're 
hindering the rest of them. " 

6 

Curiou9ly enough, it was ~e Communist provi d 
,1 

the way out of the dilemm,a, through an abrup "volte face"it 

, . 

_ 1 

" 

,. 
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performed on tue issue of trade union uni ty in 1935. The or:tginS 

of the shift in policy can be traced to the 7th Congress of~the 
Communist International held in that year, and the changeé in 

Soviet policy which pre~eded it. Without belabouring the 

complexities of the issues involved, what the new policy consis-
, 

ted of was a concept known as the "popl 1 1ar Front." Th;is idea 
/"1 ... 

held basically that because of the growth of Europ,~fl:'11 fascism, \ 
' ...... 

there was nowa basis of unit y between all"progresst've" forèes 
-

in society, and that it w.tfuld not do for Communists, for reasons 

of doctrinal and OrganiZa~ional purity, to stand in the way of 

this unit~. Instead of denouncing liberals, labour bureaucrats, 

social democrats and idealistic Christians as misleaders and 

opportunists,' the Communist movement was now expected to join 

with these elements in common cause. As we have .seen, the Mine 
., . ) 

Workers' Union of Canada was not as "sectari-an" as might be 

expected from a Communist-dominated organizatiori. As part of 
. 

the W~rkers' Uiit y League, however, it was subject to the 

directives o{:the Communist Party, and ·therefore to the Commun-

ist Int~rnationale. 

\ 
The first ha 1 ting steps towa rds implemen.t_iJ~flîe new "~ni ylt ~ '~ 

1 

li~e can be~found in a documept enti~led~-~Unite the Canadia~ 
~-

Trade Union Movement: An 9pen- Letter and Appeal frOm the 
{1 

Workel's' Unit y J.eague", dated February 28, 1935, six months 

/ 
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before the conven1ng of the Internationale in Moscow. It was 
, ' 

signed by J.B. McL~chlan, President of the W.U.L. and Tom McEwen, 

Secretary of the organization, who had been released from 

prison, along with Malcolm Bruce, Tim Buck and company, only 

three months before. The 'document makes n6 mention of unilateral ....-
dissolution of the W.~.L., but rather calls for the merger of 

, . 
the A.C.C.L., W.U.L.,Catholic ~hions, Railway Brotherhoods and 

A.F. of L/T.1J .C. into "one aIl inclusive labour union federation:" 

Our vital interests, our happiness and security, our future 
is a t s take. Let us sr/eed up the work to UlH te oUl ranks 
to defend and improve dur commod interests, to meet and 
defeat the new attacks of capital. 

7 

Within the Mine Workers t Unjon of Canada, the Communists'were 

s ti Il ta lk i ng' in suc h "mothe rhood and app le pie" te qIlS a t leas t 

as late as September, 1935, when the organization met in its 

Tenth, and last, national Convention. The "real keynote" of 
. , 

the Convention was struck by the speech of Tom McEwen, who spoke 
~ 

of the growing organic unit y within the miners' movement. As 

proof, he cited as examples instances in Nova Scotia, where 

U.M.W. members had refused to go down into the pits unless members 

of ~he Amalgamated Mine Worke~s' Union were also allowed, and -home locals in Alberta, which had assessed themselves for strike 

relief in Corbin~ McEwen stated that "if broadened out (the 

jmovement) will lead to organizational unit y ... and eventually a 
ri 

/ a 

Federation for the whol~ of Canada, fiom East to West, from Nova 
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8 
Scotia to Vancouver Island." Out of the Convention came resolu-

, 
tians for an organizaJ:iona 1 conference for a "Na tiona 1 Federa tion 

of Miners" to be held in March, 1936, which would include repre
~~ 

sentatives from aIl three branches of the 1ndustry: East Coast, 
- 9 

West Coast and the territory of D1strict 18. 

(-
1 

Had such a conference ever been held, 
1 

it would have p~obably 

consisted of good Left Wing delegates from every mining camp in 
~ , 

the/coul1try, who no doubt would have !l.eal'd a 11vely s'peech by 
1 

1 

Mc/Lachlan denouncing John L. Lew1s as the obstacle to 'the unit y 
, 

cif Canadian coal miners. Fine resolutions would have been passed 

and the 4e)egates would have gone home, full of fighting spirit, 

but without having accomplished a great deal. Perhaps, thrbugh 

time, a vigorous left-wing-~ominated national un1on, Joined by 

the unaffiliated home locals and the large number of, non-union 

miners yearing for any~ort of organizat1o~, would have driven 

the U. M. W. "quislings" from t~e land. The times wel'e not propi-

tious for an alI-out, attack on the opera tors for) an improvemel)t 

of wage~· a'nd condi tions, but they were ùecomin'g more so. During 

the "fighting 40's", such a union would no doubt have become a 

real power in Canadian labour and a strong force for the left 

wing within the trade union movement in the Taft-Hartley era. 

This,however, was not to'be the case . 

. \ 
l' .• , 

/ 

/ 
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II 
t 

The Communists, beca use of "lack of su:f{icient _~a rgaining 

power" with the re,st of the trade union movement" and "theil' 

eagerness to app1y Popu~ar Front tactics 1n the trade union 
10 

field" found an easiér and quicker me thod of achiaving. "uni ty". 

By early 1936 it was deè1.ded that the WOl'kel's' Un!ty League , , 

l -~; ., 

would be ub.ilaterally disbanded, and that .aXs unio'ni' and 'loca'1 

should get themselves back" into the A. F. of LIT. L. C. ~fold. 

Factors within the Amel'iCan·~ ~nion movement made 

more pract1cable than might be ~gined. The A.F. of 

such a move 

L. Con-

vention of. 1935 had an impact on the. Le~ in Canada equa lly as 

important as that of the Com~unist internationale. John L. 
~ 

Lewis, the man who had crucified t~e One 81g Union ano/the 

McLachlan executive in Distric,t 26 years before,' h~d 1;>een trans
) 

J -' formed into the new messiah of the working ~lass. The C.I.O. was 

• 

a magnet which attracted not only rank and 1110 workers, but 

Communists and "fellow travellers" aIl over North America. Lewis, 

the prophet of anti-Communism in th~ 1920's, 110W issued a taait 
Il 

welcome to the radica1s. With the he1p of the Reds and ... 
President Roosevelt, "the great 1 am" would be propelled on the 

crest of a wave of mass o~ganization during the second half of 

the decade, which would crown him "Czar" of American labour. 

Lêwis' friends in Canada! s District' 18 wel'e 'not slow in 

following the leade~'s line. During the first months of 1936 
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the United Mine WOl'kers' Journal .ran a serles of articl~s by 

Albe~t Allen, long time union official in Drumheller~ extolling 

the benefits of the International and the disabilities of 
, , 

ttdua lismtt in Distric t 18. The propa ga nda was r:a ndard" but wi th 

important differences. Ttie leaders of the Min Workers' Union 
, / 

of Canada were accused oi "flapdoodlization" of patriotism,. but 

the national union' was not, as prevl0u~ Y, vl1ifled as a "scab 

organiza tion." Nowhere in the articles was the1'e any mention 
12 .~~ 

of Communism or Communists. At long la5t it rrppear~ that the 

" 
J'" 

old hatchets might be heading for a 
~ 

important initiatives,however, came 

decent bu l'la 1. f The most 
, '~ -
}, 

from the Com.rnunists through 

the Mine Workers' Union of Canada. The Alberta Fede'ration of . . 

-
Labour, the body which Frank Wheatley herd qUlt ln disgust 

'because of 1-ts failure ta recognize the M. W. U.C. ten yea1's before, 
6 

was ~pproached, and a Unit y Convelltion, consisting of delegates ... 
from the two rival organizations as weIl as the home locals, ~as 

arranged for May 10-11, 1936. Twenty-nine delegates assembled 

" at Calgary on the, appointed day to hammer out the details. Enoch, 
fi, 

Williams recalls the atmosphere .at the beginning of the Conven-

tion: 

We had one great union meeting here and boy was it hot. 
They were on one side of the Hall, and we were on the 

. other and boy'! They were hollering a t one anothe1' and 
aIl the l'est of it .... Eventually one fellow got up 
the1'e and he said ItCome on, come 011, lets get down to 
brass tacks. Le~'s get down to business here and not 
jight among ourselves. What can we do to get back 
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into an arganizat~on1 Right now 1 don't give a damn 
which one it is. But the United Mine.Workers' seems 
to offer th~ best conditions. Let us bury the hatchet, 
ahd let us get at it." 

. , . 13 .. 

The gentleman to whom Wil]ia~? refers may weIl have'beenl 

Tom McEwen,. who played an lnstrumental role at the ConveJtion 

J 

in getting the locals of the Mine Workers' Union of Canada admit- u 

14 
ted intact into the U.M.W. of A. The International couid, have 

insisted on.re-admission o~ ~n individual basis, and such an 
~ .~ 

insistence would have resulted if eithe'r a breakdown tn negotia-

tions or a humiliating surren~er on the pa!t of the Cadadian 

~nion. However, Li~ett very prudently did not pre~s the point, 
, , 

and after 'the Convention we'nt to see ~wis persona Ily in Washing-
\, ...,.,' , . 15 

ton to make sure the W.U.L. conditions wau-ld,,,b€j acceptable. 
,~ , 

o l, > 

" 

There was, of course, 'Sorne resistance from the representatives 

of the Mine W6rkers' Union of Canada, many of whom, of course, 

had spent the previous decade locked in mortal combat with the 

U.M.W. McEwen l'ecalls t~e dissenting voice of one "gral~d old 

figh.ter from the Druml1e 11er Va 11ey, who endorsed the idea of 

miners' Unit y, 'but not with sorne of the 50 and 50'S running 
16 

the U. M. W. ' " A Nanaimo man whose father attended the Con-
-.l!I 

vention remembers a story told to him about an incident wh"ich " 

took placé on the second day,. when one delega te was found to 

be absent. The mi$sing delegate, a Ukrainian in a rather advan-

ced state of ineb!iation, suddenly appeared at the door. Those 

\ 

o 

, . 
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~resent were expecting a scathing denunciation of the Inte1'-

na~ional's leader 

the Convention as 

a,;:;.long as you 
·17 

1 will. fi 

1 . 
man addressed 

"President McEwen, President McEwen, 

~ to unite with the (expletive deleted) 

The incident also ill'Ust1'atEs the proIo.und influence and 

respect which the Communists commapded amongst the miners: the , ~ 

key e\ement in unders'tandin-;-1h"6~1llerf in which the M. W. U· C. 

Was persuaded by McEwen, Murphy al1<r'~e~'s to disband itself.'-

The Co~unists' ~o-ve, howevey, was not '~omPle te ""llkas~". Through 
1 ',\ 

a referendum held on June 30, the.rank and ~ile of the M.W.U.C., 
, 

as weIl as o. the home locals in which the Canadian union exer-

cised a degree of influence (Lethbridge, Fernie and M1chel) had 

" an opportunity to expres? their views on the matter. The vote, 

whose results are listed in Appendix E, Table 7, showed a strong 

majority in favour of affiliation with the U.M.W. Thé only 

negative vote/came from Fernie, and was probably motivated, melre 

by the feyÂn tha t camp tha t unioniza tion might lead to mine 

c losur/tha n a ny se nt iment in fa vour of the Mi ne Workers J Union c" 
// 

of ~éa ~ada. After expe rie nc i ng ten yefHs 0 f ttdua l unionism" and 

.. 

a steady decline iQ conditions, the miœrs seemed to hav~ acçepted 
-..... ','. , 

.1hat the two were somehow linkeclI and that organizational 
'1 • 

'-the idea 
o 

uaity was a prerequisite fol' any improvement.' District 18 moreo 

over,lhad recouped the losses in Drumheller in 1933 with'a'new 

r 

'-

r , 
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cont:cact in 1935, and cQuld no lo.nger be accused of "wag-e cutti,ng." 

\ 
(\ 

This was in" sharp-contrast .to_wha.t. t_~anspired in District 
1 

26. The dissolution of the Amalgamated Mine Workers of Nova 

Scotia was not carried out as smoothly as had been tœ case with 
" 

the M.W.U.C. Here the open breach with the International was 

only four years old, and the wounds resultirig from the split 

were still raw~ District 26 had not regained the 1932 rates, 
j 1 

o ~ 
-md there would be no wage increase for,Dosco çmployees until 

Il 
." 

1937. Moreover, ~he District's leàdi11g radical, J.B.McLachlan, 

who was a Iso President of the W. U. L., cblll~ not stomach the idea 

of going back, "cap in hand" as it were, to John L. Lewis. He 
1 

approved in principle of the ideal of unit y, but n~t at the 
\ 

e~pense-of destroying organizations which hnd been built at such 

a cos t in. sacrifice by mine rs who had re fused to "be nd the knee" 

to the "labour fakirs". From bitte l' exper ie nc e Mc Lac hlan"'" had 

learned.that no matter how.pr,ogressive the latter might appear 

to be, they would never allow the unions to be used as an instru-

ment of revolutionary class struggle. The "Unit y" movement was '. 
not completed until 1938, and only after much bitter inflghting, 

18 
including the resignation of McLachlan Irom the Cocimunist Party. 

It --is ironic tha t deve lopments in EU,rope and the Uni ted 

States, factors lal'gely extraneous to~'canada, 

in the liquida t ion of the Mine Worker.' Union 
.. ~t 

should have resulted 

of Canada, which 

\ 
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had been founded frir the purpose of ending fo~eign interference 

in the affai~s of caal miners in this country. From the point 

pf view of the deve lopmen t of an indigenous labour movement in 

Canada, the dissolution of the W.U.L., includillg the Mine Workers' 
19 

Union of Canada, was, to quote Irving Abella, "a crusidng blow." 

The AlI Can8dian Congress of Labour was understandably bltter at 
\ 

the manner iq which the Communists ha~ flrst taken the mlners 

out of what they considered ta be ~he "legl.tlmate" national lab-

our movement, :and t11en delivered them, lock, stock and barrel, 

back to the Americans. The Vancouver A.C.C.L. paper, Labour 

Truth, wrote that the co-operation of the Communists with John 

L. Lewis "has been perplexing to many of our people~" 

We have been watching with some misgiving, the long arm 
of the A.F. of L., the United Mine Workers of America, 
and' other A,merican institutions, reaclllng o __ ut for control 
of our Canadian labour unions •.. recently the- membership 
of, the Mine Workers' Union of Canada ln Eastern B. C. 
and Alberta, under the same (Communist) influence, also 
withdrew from the Workers. Unit y League and threw ln 

their lot wlth the U.M.W.of ~., and now the trop is l~id 
and the bai t hung ou t ta swing miners ln the Western part 
of tpe province over. 

The writer went on to detail the mismanagement of the Island 

strike of 1912-1914 by the U.M.W. of A. and to accuse the 
~ 

International uni..:.n of belng mot i va ted by a desire ta "throttle" 
1 

the Vancouver Island coa1 industry for tho ben~fl t of ;\me r ica n 
20 .. 

miners and operator~ Such charges are probably fanciful. 

The organization of the Island in distrlc; 18 was due to the 
cJ 

miners' desire for rinionization and Communist enthusiasm in the 

/ 
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not to any nefariou~ plotting on the part of the 
Il 

Aftel' 1936, the radicals in-District 18 continued their 

activities, under the shelter,and, of course, subject to the 

/ 

ultimate authority of the U.M.W. machine, which remained entren~ 
, 

ched for many years. Stokaluk, for one, did Ilot find the ·trans-

fer of alleg1ance diff1cUlt, and emerged as the Di5trict Vice 

Preside nt in pas t-wa r pel' iod. The" Popu la l'Fra n t" resu 1 ted in 

" 
a considerable lessening of ;"social tension" in many of the , 
mining communities. The long standing feud b~ween n<3 tional and 

International trade unionists in the Red Deel' Valley finally 
1 

came to an end. In Blairmore, the radica ls came to the conc lU6~ 

ion that thei1' hard line approach towa1'ds the home 10cale1's and 

local businessmen were only driving these elements into the ,] '., 
l , 

hands of. the "monopolists", and changed theu' line accord'ingly. 

A new "Workers' S la te" for Coune il i ne luded three union miners, 

one representative from the home local,. and two local merchants. 

According te Dorothy Livêsay, the union miners were now making 

common cause with men "who were previously l'egarded as 'scabs' 
21 

and given the name ffascists' by childl'en on the street." 

AlI the miners employed by West Canadian Coollieries had been 
22 

united within the U.M.W. by November, 1936. 

Livett ventured forth together in an attempt to br1ng the 

.. 
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--- "Coleman Miners' Association" 'into the union, but tpe home. 

"', 

/ 

~c 
.[ . \ 

local remained imperviou~·to the United Mine Workers' until' 
~ ~ 

\ 

'1939. The old anti-Conununists of 1932, claiming that the 

\ 
Rèds ~~re trying to sell "thel)1 down "the river to the Americans, 

. , ' 23 
put up'a stiff ,fight against the Intern:ti~-l~Ul., Ij'illcrest, 

on t ~\other hand, r~surrected its U.M. W~' local wi/hout mU'ch 
\1'(\ 24 0 

fuss ~I ~ Il,'1937 . ~, 

I} 1 \(i 
,t 1935 election in Alberta was the final test 'of the 
'I~I\ 1 

'exten I?~,f "Red" philosophy in the Crows' Nest PasSe .,' Ha.,;:vey Q 

., J. Il, /,111 _ 

Mur h /was fa.ced, however, with a new and dynamic force in Alberta 'II, 41" 
; 1 JI • " ' 

po *1;t6s, Socia 1 Credi.~L Murphy improved on Sudworth' s 1930 
/" 'II '\1 " 

5 O:~ing by only 295 votes. 
,1 , • 

/
, 

'1 

Compared wi th the 1930 e'lection 
1> 

ommunist support had incl'eased in Blail'more (il'om 21% to 36%) 
/ 1 /, 

~ and declined in l!ke proportion ~n Coleman (30% to 10%). 
, ~ 

Belle-
l , 

/ 

" 
"-vue and Hillcrest showed no significant change whlle tl1e ,6nly / 

Communist maj~ritl was obtained, as in. 1930, in the CZ~C·hO- / .. 

Slovak dominated village of Frank (See Appendix ~, Ta0e 2)~/ 
!.. ~ lAQ. ..---------------

In the riding as a who le, and. to only a lesser extent _i!! __ th~ 

----mining towns, Soc i al Credi t sw~pt a 11----b-t3"f-o-r-e-i t. Murphy came 

a 'd'is ta nt second behind the Soc reçl ,c l~a llenge'r. Murph,y reca 115) 

that Socr~d leader'William Aberh~rt was impressed by his C~ign 
\ 

however, and predicted t~at the Communist would go far politi-
t' 

cally if he would only abandon j~arxism for the "A plus 
lJ Il 

/ i 25~ 

d" theorem~ 

, P 

t 

/ 
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Needlêss to say, Murph~ did not accept the offer. A further 

indi<?!:_ion of the miners' infatuation with Social C.redit was 

shown by the defeat of the long time Progressive Party M.P. for 
, 

the MacLeod riding, George Coote, running on the C.C.F. ticket 

in lh~ federal election Ihter in the .Only the people of 
r;J 

Fr~nk remained sceptical oi ... and nlone among the 

Pass c6mmunities returned a mnJority fo 
1 J ~ 26 

1 

C:C.F. 

?aving broadened its base of Blalrmore Workers' 

Council continued in power. In 1937 ch Williams was elected 

Mayor, and Blairmore nt the Communist Party 
\ 

convention of that year. Speaking to the nssembled cofurades in 

Toronto, Sam Carl' delivered a .stirring eulogy to the townspeople: 

_1 

In speaking of municipal work ... one must speak very 
highly of our people in that now famous minlng town of 
the Crows' Nest Pass of Alberta, the town ,of Blailttn0re. 
Here pur comrades have been elected to thej administration 
of tHe town for a second (sic) time. To Mayor Enoch 
~illiams we wlsh~to express the deepest t~anks for what 
Blairmore has dOll'e in the past .. , the naminlg of their 

, main' avenue "Tim ,Buck Bouleval'd" at a time when Tim Buclk, 
~ by, the graee of reaction nnd R. B. Bel1l~tt, was Numhel~ 2524, 

_____________ ~ ._" was a mighty s lap a t the peop le' s enémies, Fol' a III t 11a t • ~ 
• Q jhe sma Il tOWll of Blairmore mea nt and still mea ns to the ' 

rogressive ,people of Canada, to Mayor WiJliams and the 
p ople of Alberta, go our thanks. ' 

\ 27 
Il 

Just as Blairmore had made i ts mark in the ea-J;-ly', 1930 s by liv-

ing the Communis~ slogan "Class against Class", rt made its con

tr ibut-i-orr-- to" the Communis ts' new preoccupa t ion, the f igh t aga ~ns t 

fascism i~.the Old World. 
1 

There was, as a Iocal1historian put 
1 

Il 
it, always "great sympathy for the underdog" in/the town, and' on 

1 
'" J 1 
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one -occasion lei 1 drdfted a /~essage 
Emperor was ctriven from 

of s~pa thy to Hai le 

his ~'oÏ1e by . ----;.. 

'l'wo of Blairmore's'sons, a Welshman an 
~ . 

, . an Italian, 
29 

gave th~i~\liVeS in the 
\ 

struggle against Franco in Spa'n. 

Ev ltually the Workers' Town Council, a reminder of the lass 

al' oft-1932, became entrenched ?s the regular municipal a mini-

stration, and gradually "things settled down into ,cal~eful., 
30 

the, 

III 
~,'" 

The mi ne rs ' , lnoveme nt in the Wei; t re ta i ned some 'Of c;h~ ~. 
psycholbgy" which had marked 4.t in the past, long aft\ 

1 
Mine workers' Union of Canada faded into history. D~ring 

winter of 1948, 4,000 coal miners in Alberta went out on a 

wildcat st~ike, of which Bob Livett admitted he had "no~ knowledge •.. 
31/ " 

except for wha t 1 read in the p\>apers." /i'/ The bourgeois press 

repr1manded the miners thus: "Many unions are gU11 ty of surren-
i - • , 

dering democra tic control to their top officers. 
1 

In this in-, 

stance ... union m€J1lbers are guilty of a grave lack of discipline, 
32 

restrainf;1 and responsibility." During thet dark period in the 

history of the labour movement in this country, when the unions 

were .ripped apart by "anti-communist" :;;:,ealots within th eir 

ranks, the coa l miners were one oI the :1ew gl'OUpS to speak ou>t 

in protest. Locals in' thelAlberta Pass, for ex~mple, had the 

\ 
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audacity to denounce Canadian ;involvement in the Greek 
33/ 

War. At the 1951 Convention of the Canadian Congrees 

~bo\J.f'~ by whic h time the majori ~y of the de lega tes wer gloa t-

1 
/ 
1 

ing over the expulsion of Murphy's Mine Mill union along with ~ 

() 

the l'est of the Left, miners' locals at Drumhel,lel', East Coulee 

and Nanaimo presented hopeless resolutions condemning the expul-
~ 

sions and raids. While the Congl'ess Executive officially endor

sed '.:the fight ag,ainst Communism in Sçuth-East AS:lU", East 

.~~. Coulee sugg~sted that: 
'1: / 

After considering the resolutions, many delegates no doubt 

concluded that their authors and sponsors were simply dupes of a 

Moscow co~spiracy, an accusatiolV which was levelled at the 

porters of a Canadian miners' u~ion right from the 

that "Kid Burns" l~unched the ~ll-fated Red Deer 

Union as a challenge to the arrogant and 

A. machine in June, 1925. As we l1ave seen, the Communis s had 

• 
not a little to do with the evolution qf the tine Worke 'S.' Union 

~ 

of Canada, from its inception in the mind of ~im Buc~,') to its 
'j 6 

dissolution at the behest of Tom.McEwelî.---- Lewis M'cDoua Id, John 
------I~-~ 

Stokaluk, and~..erruiPhY -- quite odiffere t individuals, but 

Communists aIl -- were major figures. in , haping the destiny of 
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the organization. 
v 

The M W. U. C. was, as 

23~ ••• 

1tS opponents charged, 

"Communist domil1ated" for most of its pel'lod of existence. 

't This ttdomination" was enfol;'ced, howeve1', 110t by m,lchin~ control, 

but by the dernocratic process, a situation not canparable to many 

labour organizations, past and present in Canada. Leaders and 

national affiliations came and went, subject always to the vote 
1 

of the rank alfd file.' Lacals withdrew',as a l'esult of referen-

dum votes amonget their-}pembers, and when they did, they were 

nei ther raided nor disrupted. The M.W.U.C. cannot be accused of 

"scabherdil1g" in any instance, unlike i ts American rival. In 

every case, subversion of the expressed will of "the miners can-

not be attributed to the "Reds", but to thei1' opponents. 

Yet the "Reds" wè1'é always atiny ~aJority, the maJo1'ity 

being as David Davier,S of 'the Luscar unit put it, "God fearing 

people the most of us". Only in one town did radica lism seern 

to put down solid root:s, an Davies' statement does not, 1 

think, exclu e th go~d p~ople of Blairmore. How the 11, ca n we 

explain "Communist domina,tion?" The idea tha t .the "Reds" prov i-
, 

ded the only leadership for the ~üners may prove tempting in sorne 
~ 

cases (Estevan, for example), but in the maJority of areas, an 

alternate leadership was aiways ivailable. The miners did ndt 
~l', 

join the Workers' Unity. League by signing up with the only union , 
1 

around, but as a result of a positive ref~rendurn vote; held 

/ 

." 
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after a deba te on the ques tion which liad gone on for ov~year. 

The faet that the Communists tended to represent embattled 

ethnie minorities is more helpful, perhaps, but is not univer

sally valide It cannat explain th~ evegts in Drumheller in 

1925, Vancouver Island,or,Corbin: The western miners were not 
-/ 

politieal ne0phytes. They had seen various trade unions and 

politica-i. parties, as weIl as the quasi-revolutionary O. B. U. 

movement come and go. Although it might be disturbing ta thdse 
Ih 

who see the C.e.F. eruerging as the only visible trend of inde-
Cl 

pendent working cluss p.Qlitics in the post 1920 era in Canada, 
1 

. the fact is that in the çoalfields the Communist Party's brand 

of Marxism was a legitimate heir ta earlier traditions. The 

miners may not have been revolutionar:es, but when undergoing 

an attack as a cluss, it was to the "revolutionar,ies"' tha t t"hey: 

turned for he lp. It was the miners 1 dee~-rooted fiC lass consc ious-

ness" .that enabled the Communists to exercise the infl'uénc9;' " 

tha t they did. 

It is possible that the miners' interpretation of the 

catastrophe which befell them in the inter-war years was an 
1 

-' 

illusion; that there was no "class stl'uggle", as the radicals 

suggested, only a "sick industry". This, of course, was the 

interpretation of the employers, and, wi th thel benefi t of hind

" ::;ight, sorne of the mi If tants of the 1930' s might, tOday, tend 

to agree. Yet if we employ E.P. Thompson:s definition of class 
3,5 

"as. defined by men as they live thei r own history," the ': 
l 

.~ 
î 

1 
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9"" 
ea1'lie1' working class analysis (emains valide 1 t is possib le 

to ~., the simple fai~h in the radic,al ideal 'that motiv~ted 

the me~7.of tl}e Mine WOl'k'ers' Union of .~anada as naive or 

anach1'onistic. We can accus~ the mine1's of a "grave lack of 
ri ... '0 _ 

,""" 
discipline, rest1'a\nt and respcnsibility" in trying to fight 

~, 1 

the economic and social system in wbich they. liv~d. It would, 

howeve1', be unwise., The fight for an,independent, progr~ssive, 

and effective miners' movement in Western Canada during the 1920' s /", 

and 30's was, without a doubt, one of hi~tory's lost causes. 

Neve1'theless, it is part of our histo1'y. 

Î 
" 
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C'\! Production Avg. No. Avg. No. of Man days Wage 
Short Tons Wage Earner§ days worked * Worked Paid ~ , / 

1925, l, 132,3~0 1,865 195 347,087 1,_935,589 
~ r 

1926 1,452,0,69 1,820 221 417 , 992 ' ~,228,171 ~),~,,,,, -
\;O,S- Table Number 2 

1927 1,443,066 ) 1,833 220 G 445',556 2,403,643' Industry-
StatistIcs, 
Alberta Crows' 

1928 1,639,343 2,098 244, 506,801 2,779,704 Nest Pass, 
1925-1936 

\ 

1929 1,552,966 2,254' 220 490,052 2,741,167 

,---r' 1930 1,133,914 ~ 1,906 184 366,263 2,035,824 Source: 
Alberta Mines 

~931 
Branch 

951,970 1,715 147 297,743 1,536,264 Annua 1 Reports 

) 

1932 714,352 1,340 148 240,365 1,202,631 * Tb.is figure 
is the average 

, number of days 
1933 876,448 1,615 144 281,261 1,471;345 on' which coa1 , 

was hoisted in , . 
the mines., 

" 

1934 '991,233 1,693 155 323,420 1,707,668 
ç-

-1935 1,297,404 't: 11'834 199 38~,491 2,100,009 
~ 

. 
1936 1,310,487 1,888 " 186 -' 3-64--545 2,090,32,6 - , 

J . 1 

~ 
:J 

(W ( (0 
-~-,-" ... ~_.--..,.-
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Av. No. of Av. No. Man days Wages 
~C'( Production Wage Ea rne rs Worked Worked Puid 

._~---

1925 669,119 1,214 185 285,091 f 1,053,037 

--;~ .. ---
___ b2-2_9_-- -------18-2 2~382 '1926 658,882 1,504,540 , Table Number 3 

..-

'-
Industry 

1927 695,139 1,253 183 309,307 1,636,462 S tatistics 
Lethbridge 
Coa1fie1ds 

1928 ( 
79-5,855 . 1,375 // 188 350,855 1,864,789 1925r 1936 , 

j 

1929 731,149 1,393 184 324,687 _ G7,121 
Source: Alberta 
M:nes Branch, 

1930 545,227 1,319 167 _252,976 1,351,497 Annua1 Reports 
4 

1931 358,361 1,212 15~1 157,230 810,86-4-

.-, 
1932 386,243 1,127 155 160,564 842,440 

1 
1933 335, 166 ~ 1,055 166 141,118 712,098 

'" 1 
1934 . 312,677 963 170 123,917 623,6'27 

- ~ 

1935 -349,676 659 / 188 112,551 650,199 .... 

1916 351,564 563 209 127,914 613,812 

.' 

'" . 
<.. .< 

f 

'/ 

r :. 

{W ---- ( (u-
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Production 
o 

1925 1,109,273 

1926' 1,385,423 
- .. t~ .. 

l' ,~ t:. 
-, 
1927 1,460,655 

1928 1,4~7,483 

1929 1,574,766 
~ 

1930 1,'433,350 

1931 1,076,537 

1932 1,245,474 

193_3 1,112,204 

1934 1,033,000 
s--

-------------" ---L9-35 _________ ') 1,261, 23~ 

193ô ~J905 

~ 

(0 
~"""" "'''''~-

, 
Avg.No. 
Employees 

1,573 

1,846 

1,804 

1,909 

2,129 

2,063 

1,873 

1,909 

1,764 

1,721 

1,779 

1,888 

~ 

r 

Avg. No. Days 
Worked 

152 

167 

180 

178 

183 

159 

137 

143 

'145 

" 

136 

153 

131 

( 

Man Days 

308,995 

392:590 

415,527 

430,310 

468,722 

399,,e74 

290,119 

334,654 

288,191 

277,460 

-
328,804 

300,770 

Wages 
Paid 

2,200,158 

2,4f~8,120 

2,627,138 

2,865,324 

3,105,351 

2,493,686 

1,737,555 

1,879,417 

1,463,001 

1,399,863 

1,752,127 __ 

_2,209,696 

Table Number 4 

Ind1!stry 
Statistics 
Drumhel1er 
Coa Ifie};d, 
1925-1936 

Source: 
Alber-ta Mines 
Br~nch 

Annual Reports 

~ 

(0 
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'" U") . 
C'iI Avg. No. of ~ Avg. No. of\.. Ma~~ys Wages 

Production Wage Earners Days_ Worked Work~ Paid 

1925 1,049,831 985 ~10 237,778 1,804,968 Table Number 5 
" . 

232~ 
Industry 

1926 1,208,759 l, III 291,010 2,383,190 Statistics 
Coal Branch 

1927 1,388,900 1,398 240 \ 367,593 '2,590,722 
Coa 1fie Id:; 
1925-1936 

1928 1,620,954_ 1,519 230 '\99,329 2,839,733 Source: . . 
Alberta Mines 
Bra 'nch, 

1929 1,559,395 1 483 236 407,065 2, 7~, 255' Anl1ual Reports , 
.... 

'" 1930 '1,242,073 1,329 206 314,086 1,975,411 

\ 
1931 1,637,635 1,134 160 -240,256, 1,476,851 

\ 
1932 1,lG3,915 1,153 187.5 ~ 290,073 \ 1,641,997 

1933 1,011,915 1,149 180 202,620 \ 
,\,437, 152 

\ 

1934 1,033,339 1,113 175 258,581 \ 
1,1\15,433 

" 

c \ 
1935 1,064,754 1,158 200 294,137 1'57\~ 
1936 1,043,905 1,191 185 281,208 1,500,77 

Q 

o~ 
-\ 

/ 

--

( U ( ( 0 
~ A('f..J~ . ~ - ~.- ""-- _., ~ ,~ ,~, - . 



~ 
C\l 

Avg. No. of 
Production Wage Eanners 

1925 956,079 1,439 

, 

1926 945,850 1,521 
/ 

1927 1,015: 669 1,548 
, -~.>. 

1928 1,097,390 1,653 
'\. . 

1929 962,552 '\ 1,621 , 

1930 738,370 ,,' 1,319 

1931 707,277 1,209 

1932 ~ 621,431 , 1,127 
: 

1933 502,334 7-12 

_,~~4 676,858 745 
> " c-

1935 457,149 652 

1936 
\ (~ ____ '-'514,161 571 

\- .-i! _""""",,~~~"'-"'-__ Him C;;::" j,""'"', .......... " .... ";_011 31 k 

\ 
." 

,"" 

Man D'lys 
Worked 

367,238 

3.53 ,969 

/~ 

399,951 

450;~89 

363,491 

, 
248,&39 

208,15~ 

, 

181,972 

.' 

129,851 

170,559 
~ 

106,702 , 

125,279 

Wages 
Pél id $ 

2,06'1,086 

1,936,642 

2,275,353 

2,483,451 

2,066,477 

1,505,532 

1,291,007 

1,080,699 

706,233 

905,922 

62_1,524 

, . . , 

-, 

----../' 

Table Nurnber 6 

Industry Statistics 

B.C. Crows' Nest 
Pass Coalfield, 1 
1925-1936 

Source: Coal 
~ Statisticsof 

Canada 

) 
-~ 

• g' 

" 

('~ -~" ( 
<' 
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\ 

. 
~ Production 
~ 

i~'6 1,588,248 

1926 - 1,456,063 

1927 1,489,848 

1928 1,429,746 

1929 1,254,772 
/ J 

1930 1,107,470 

1931 930,775 

1932 ''838,887 

1933 685,897 

• q 

1934 642,611::. 
~\~ 

1935 ~ 704,729 

1936 792,028 

Cu 
~ .... ~ 'l-..~~~t ~, .. 

Avg. No. of 
Wage Earners 

3,470 

\ 
3,166 

\ 
\ 

\\ 3,022 

\ 
\ 

2,849 

\ 2,604 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\2,523 

\ 

If 
~\ 167 

\ 

. \ 2,0,42 
\ 
\~ 
\ 

1,850 

\ 
" 1,637 

, 
\ 

\ 

1_, 558 
\ 
\ 

, 
1,643 

\ 
\ 

y \ 

Man Days 
Worked 

964,810 

868,397 

864,895 

813,847 
... ~ 

722,~51 

"-
; 

621,5.45 

510,437 

480,433 

379,110 

.353,117 

401,433 

.454,841 

\ ~"-
.~ 

. \( 
___ ..... ~ · ......... ~ ........ 't .... ~ .. ~~ ..... ~~..,.. .... "-... ........o..-., __ ~\ .. _i--.. .... , .. ;.L .. L!.. 

Wages 
Paid $ 

4,588,806 

4,064,202 

3,966,136 

3,705,765 

3,218,366 

2,882,883 

----- , r '-J" 

/ 
2,299,544 ) ~ 

i 

2,126,479 

1,696,290 

·1,542,675 

1,749,629 

2,043,606 

." 

l-

"" 

~ .... ........-.. .-. '-~~--,.~'--~...,....,.~ 

T~ble Number 7 

Industry Statistics 
Vancouver Island 
C6a Ifie Id 
1925-1936 

Source: 
'Coa1 Statist1cs 
of Canada 

(0 
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APPENDIX B 

WAGE RATES 
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~"'1{"~~"'>Vl.,-~,n~~~ .... t .,++21tça",e . .t:: sa 

\...,10\\ :::- :'t.::::-l 0.. 

N. S. Sa~k. Dist.18 Lethbr1dge Drumheller Coa l Bra neh Vane. Island 
Da te' - U. C. U. C. U. C. U. C. U. C. U. c. U. 
------'- '" 

Sept. 1,921 $ 3 ;/90 7.22 $--:- $6.89 9.57 $ 
1 

$ $ $ 4. 71 

SL' pt. 1922 3.35 5.94 g.89 9.17 
)1 

4.44 

Sept. 1924 3.65 6.98 6.63 8.46 
)1 

4.36 .. 

Sept. 1925 3.35 6.08 4.34 7.92 3.97 
(average) ~ 

,of 
< 

1926-1127 " 3 35 6.44 « 4.46 7.42 3.97 
(average) 

~ "-
4.45 (7) 8.72 3.97 1929 '\35 6.65 "'---------- 4.54 7.85 4.47 

1930-1931 3.~·6.70 4.53 7.69 
~ 

3.97 

3.25 ~ 
(aver~e) 

1r32 4.53 7~61 ) 
3.97 

(averag ) 
, 

1933, 3.14 5.60 ~66 4.37 ---------- 4.45 7.17 4.20 6,23 4.47 8.17' 4. 14 , 

f 

1939 3.36 6.b7 3.~ 

" 
4.28 ---------- 4.85 7.95 4.85 7.79 5.01 7.85 4.60 

Appendix B, Table Numbe~l U = Underground Labour C Average weighted earnings for' 
\ eontract miners 

/ 

/" 

"Comparative Wage Rates in t e Canadian Coal Industry 1921-1939." ~ 
0-

Source: Compiled from tables On t~e Report of the Royal'Commission on Coal 1946, 
p. 303, and "Wages and', Hours of Labour in Ca nada, 1933, p. 33, 
published as a sUPPlem~~ to ,t?e Labour Gazette, January,1934. 
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APPENDIX C 
l, 

"Strikes illvolving the Edmonton a'nd District 
.Miners' ~ederation, The Red Deer Valley Miners' 
Union, the I.W.W., and the Mine Workers' 
Union of Canada, 1925-1935." \ 

\ ~ 

\ l , 

\ 

'. 
\ 

" ' 
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o 
" 

~ 1 

1 

25' ••• 

'LabIe l Summal'Y 

strikes Begi..n
ing in the Yea r 

Number of 
Stl'ikes 

Se tot led in 
favou!' of 
employers 

In Favour 
oJ<l7employces 

Compl'omise, partial 
union victorY,or 
settlement unclear 

Total 

. , 

Source: 

4 l 

2 l, l 

/ 

2 1 1 

3 l 2 

2 l 

4 2 

17 7 

9 3 
1 

8 3 

2 ' 2 

53 22 
q 

14 _\ 17 

-1' \) 

The foregoing is based mainly on ~ntries in the Labour 
Gazette, 1925 -350 , This informaflon has been supplemellted, 
ftQwever, in sorne cases, by contemporary newspaper ~nd 
other accdunts. -

-1 

1 
:î 
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• G , • ' f Appendix C . Chart 1 "Strikes; 1925-1936" 

'\\ "1 APP1'oxi~a te 
,Date No. Involved 

\ , --. 
\ 1925 
\ 

\ 

-, 

" 
. 

/ 

1926 

Junè.. 25-
Sept.24 

Dec. l -21 
---' 

Apr.20-23 

.', 
June 30 -
August 25 'i 

t~ 

/ 

July 1 - . 

( c 

August 28 .1 

(0 

900 :..(?) 

1,100 

/ 

140 

/ 
~4;GO, 

" 

140 
1 

1 

"'" " 

,{> 

\. 
\ . 

....J 

. 
'It. ... k 

Location 

Drumheller/ 
Wayne. , 

l Griev.nnce 
.or' El 

Agaigst wage reduct10n 
anf for recognition of 

o Cajhadian union (Red Deer 
V~lley Miners' rfinion) 

Settlement ,l, 
.. '! 

~ 

\"", ~I III 

On em~loyer~' terms on 
waga~ssue. 'Ca~. union 
recogni-zed in Wayne, but 
no~ Drumheller, wqere the 
U.M.W. remained , • a 

.., 

Drumhellerj Demancls fa~ a 5% in~r- D.M.W. miners receive~ 5~ 
rWayne . ease spread ta other iacrease, but not those in," 

/. classes of:labour.Strike th,e Carladian union, wQ.ich 
led by Sam Scarlett of lost check-off privileges. 

Edmb.îl~ / 

:" .~ 

-the 1. w. W. ..' ) 

Against"13% reduction ,in 
wages before expiry of 
agreement with Edmon~un 
and Dist~ict Miners' 
Federation. ~~~ 

" 

In favour of Emp4:>'Ye~s 

.t 

~ 

------ - r- ---------- --------- -~~~-~- -- -~~--- --, 
~ 

Edmonton Against proposed w~~e After government inter-
and cuts of 10 to '20% ·IN vention, 'compromise reached 

Glov\er Bar ,NEW CONTAACT. P with the Miners ' Federation 
.~/ --- '- _,,/wages cut .5 to 13% ---

'7 Edmo.nton 
/ 

ci ~ 

/ 

( 

For restoration of old 
rates aiter expiry of 
the 1925 contxact and 
for teCOgni tion of the 
Mine Workers' U~ion of 
Canada. 

-j 

" , 
\ Strike' ca ~"led off on 
emvloyers~' terms~ no 
recognition. 

, "-
" \> 

" 

" ", 
,1 , ~ 

" ,; 
.., 

• 

• 
~~ 

.~ 
0':. 

Il 
'-, 
~~ 

"" t ! ,,. 
" 

'. 
;i 
~) 

~~ 
r':, 
1. 
hl 
Q~ 
1;, 

l
~ 

~. 



APP1'oxima te 
Date No. IQvoIved 

/ " 
1926 Dec.14 

( 
-65 

l' 

1/ 

1927 Ott. 12"'- 60' 
22 

" 

17- 600 
" 

1928 .tarch 20- }_ 27,0 
/ June 5 

1 

/ 
/ 

, .. 
~ , 

Ju1y 3'0- 450 
August 27 

o 
1928-29 August 13- 600 

/ 

1930 

\ 

~ ~ebruary 18 ~ 

~ 

,. ',,, 

June 14 -
November 

(0 

• 

60 

;-

~ . 

./ 

'~--"'"'''''''''' __ ''''_'''''''''''''''''''''''i'''''''''''''''''''''''-='·4'''·~PIr<="'''''''''''-~ .. 1WÇ$4'-AîiA4fSP.i#U!'6t.q;;&W4! 4,;;;$($442 Ki 

..., 

.r 
Location 

Coalhur:st 

.:::, 

Grievance 
1 

For 10% incre3§es for 
gripPUFs and drivers. 

Settlement ... 

.. 
7% increase granted. 

, c 

,\ Robb For increases in pay and DemaJlds granÙ~d 
iecognition of the Mine ~ 
W6rkers' Union of Canada 

1> 

DruÎhhe 11er 

" 
Ca.nmore 

-(l' 

/ ' 
CO~/lhurst , . 

Against six mine& for 
recognltion of M:W.U.C. 

Against discrimi~~tion 
of two men accused of 

".violations of the Mines 
tAct, and for an impGroved 
cont:l'act.' 

Against discrimination 
of two men fOl: "Loading 
dirty coa 1. " j? 

C' 

~ ~ v 
-<' Wayne Agai~st six operàtprs 

for r~cognition of the 
M.W.U.C: and against 
the screened rate of 
payment. " 

'., 
,---,-

Str1ke cal1ed off, 
recognition not granted. 

The two men-were acqu1tted 
in" court,.-and r-e'-l:nstated. -
A new contract Was sign'ed, 
containing certain incr-

" eases. . , J 

Thé 
the 

union agreed" -ta ~ f 
cê,J5es of'" the men· put ~ 

ta arbitration. i 
1 
i 

• 
The. screened rates were' put 
into effect, aIt ough 4 
opera tors recogniz the 
M.W.U.C, two otherè s ed 
with the U,M.W. ~ 

'a 

," 
" ,j 

Mercoal Against signing of agree-In favour of employer. The 
, ~ 

o 
~ 

Q, 

ment bétween the U.M.W. 
and the employer. '0 .-/,; ~ lZ .. 

,--, __ ~_ i~ 

.\~-~-
(. ~ 

strlke cea~ed t9 have.any 
effect after mid-JufY, the 
striRers received their 
last r€lief in November. 

'~ 

l 
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1930 

1931 

:;9'-1../ 

Date 

Sept. 10 
-27 -

Ja n. 15-
Mar"ch 1 

0 

~ 

~"/t-

Sept,8-
Oct. 8 

APprlimate, 
No. -Involved 

84 

" 
130 

~~ 

/ 

"" v 

1 

~'I 

"i 

'600 

~. 

() 

01 " 

Loca tion Grievance Sett lement 

Shaughnessy Dispute over,certain 
contra.ct rates 

o • 
Th~ mi~ers agree~ to work 
at day rates after govern~ 
ment inte~vention pending 
further negotiations. 

--.. 

Shaughne.ssy:' Against discrimination 
~ • of four miners 

The st 1: ike wa s -b~k~ n --ana-------"
the M.W.U.C. local smashed, 
those rettirning to work 

Bienfaitl 
Estevan 

. " 

/ 

~ 
--------

being forced to sign a 
"ye110w -dog" contraç-t. 

New1y organized ~1.W.U~C. After R.C.M.P. terror cam
- loca 1 struck for recogni-pa ign the rniners returne-d 
tion and improved condi-to work, pending govern
tiGns~ . mental investigation of 

their demànds: Sorne conces
sions made ~~ employers, 
bu t recogn-\tion Was re fu,sed . 

r-- ---___ ---,fr-------

1931-
1932 

Sept. 1-4-
21 

Deco. 7-9 

110. 

165 

Dec. 12 - 80 
Ma rclL-L-~ ---- - -

-" 

(~ 
* 

' .. P' _~ _A • ... "1.,,;-;,..,,;f'..I..~ _ • 

.' 

-' 

t '-

Wayne 
(Idèa 1) 

'? 

Wayne 

Robb, 
(Lakeside) 

1 

1 
1 

.,. 

Non-payment of wages. 
'" ' 

Wages to be pa id in·, 
in§talm~nts. 
,/, 

.t .-----,. <:- l - _____ 

Against disc~:i;min~,1,i.o-I1,"'--The mi'ne,rs 'returtred to work;~-
.. 9,f l m~n ,and, al'l'é'ged penc;ling f'lIrthe+ negotiation~ 
violations of ~gre~ - ) 
by empldy~r, l 

--- - -----.,. • ~ --=-=-::---

Against discrimination 'jpe strikers"we3e evi~tëd 
and ,emRloyer' s dem?nd ---a-nd-t-he'-M-;-W;U:-C.o local 
tha t miners pay for ,0 smashed. 
safety iamps. . 

-' 

.. 
; ( ,/ L 

.............. 4..,..~ , • 'C> .. 

~"'"'lC..t"~~~~ !:.!K ... ..:"Ii! '"" ~-r ,,-_# _ ~y __ 

(0 
{",~-"l.::L~~L-L~_1'Y-."\l ........... "'_~, .. !"._L:J...~_ .... --'" .... • .&k....4 ... _~......,..~ __ ••• ,'"*' .. _""-_"-: 
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.0 
'\l 

" 1932 

o 

". 
Date 

Feb.15-
22 

Jan. 28 

Feb., 23, 

~ (' " '--

Feb. 2,2-
~larch 2 

App,roxima te 
'No. Invl,lved 

254· 

70. 

-.1 
.,' 

25 

) 

i~ 
"-. 

Feb. 23-25 150 

~ 

/ 

Jan. 27 275 

Feb. 2-8 550 

~ 

/ (0 .=___-:--~ 
""~ .... '-f .... _ ~_ ..&.~J~'_""P-..... 

," 

Locâ"tion 

Cahmore 

Bi-enfai t/ 
Estevan 

Bienfait/ 
Esteva1"\ 

, 
~, 

. Bie n.fa i t/ 
Estevan 

-~---..--~.,.. .... __ ...... .,... ... ~ .......... ~,.,':f'~~~."""~ Li#;S4@,aa $A UCA1 .. 5:4'5 Si ta 

~;~ \~ 4' 

Grievance Settlement 

~ Dispute over contract 
rates 

~ompromise settlement 

~ 

M.W.U.C. mem~ers at The strike was called off 
Crescen-r----Bolliery struck after the offending minérs 
to force others to pay paid'their dues. 
union dues . 

M.W.U.C. members'at 
another colliery struck 
to force others to pa~ 
union dues. 

Miners at the Crescen~ 
C~lliery struck to pro
test the firing of their 

Mlne manager informed the 
strikers that ~her~ was -
no cloEedshop in effect, 
and after 4 hours they 
returned to-we-rk,-not--~ 
having achieved their objec-
'tive. 

The strike was lost. .. 
? 

<1 

checkweighman, an allege~ 
~ outsidè agitator. -'::: 

\--Bi~nfait/ In:o/mpathY ~wi~ab<?ve, 
\ Estevan after arrest of~tT1ke 
l ,leaders _, 

Coleman 

Coleman 

.. 

.( 

,0 -~For equal division of 
work 

For equal division of 
work and against dis
crimination 

4' 

The sympathetic strike 
was called ojf alter the 
strike leaders were releasec 
on bail. 

" o 

Compromise settlement 

Demands not granted . 

-l (U 



~ 
:"1 

Date 

1932 Feb t 23-
Sept.6 

~ 

~ 

Mar,lS
May,26 

," 

Oct. 3-8 

Oct. 7 -
20 < 

Nov. 9-14 

Q 

Oc t. -1 -
Nov. Il 

(ç 

Approximate 
No. In"c.-lved 

\ 

D 

630 

625 , 

135 

100 

50 

25 . " 

/ . / 

.... "" .... ~ ... % r- ",. .... ~,;;."'_'L;.\. __ ._lI._<_ 

~ r ~",,~ ____ ,,-)i(J .. 4Q .... ;;«wW ..... PI'itYW4!!2H&.,~ "'ï"",............';t'i*P~~~ ... ~,J( aa:. 
.~1.~.~ . 0""'- - ~~-, ,--... - " ," ,--~.p 

~" 

~ 

~, 

;.-• . r' i 

Loca tion ~ -~GrieVhnc.e 
·4 
., 0 

, 
'1' _ Sett1emellt 

Bl"a irmore/ 
Be llevue 

Coleman 

Wayne 
,..,;; 

Against discrimination 
of alleged 'communists 

~~ 

In sympathy with above 

Compromise settlement' 
with the M.W.U.C. 

~ 

The M.W.U.C. local was~ J 
broken, the majority,o~ 

the ~embers having vo~ed 
to return"to work. 

M.W.U.C. members obJec- A referendum proposaI to 
ted to paying dues to join the V.M.W. was defea
the V, M. W 0 after recogni-ted sr to 55; al toough the 
t ion nad been wi thdrawn M. W. U. C. 'was not forma lly 

c re~ognized. 
Il 

Carbon,A1ta. Miners struck under the Compromise agree~ent 

Carbon 

M.W.U.C. 'for higher signed with M.W.U.C. 
wages in various co11ier-
ies. 

FÔr enforcement of M.W. Negotiation~concluded i~ 
V,'C. agreement in certain favour of employees 
collieI;ies 

Three Hills Against reductions. of The strik~ was broken 
from 70 cents to $1.25 
pel' ton on contract 
rates aÎter the intro-
duction of new machinery. 

o 

o 

( (U 
~t.. .. ~ "" .. _-.... ~ ... ,...1-,., !t.~~tI>i.r"ar;;d&tk""-, .. ~~~ .... ",-~ ...1-" "" • ...,....1;:.._,. . 

... u_ 

" 

~ 



. 
rJ 
N 

..r 

Date -
Approxi.ma te 
No. Invo1ved 

1932- Dec. 26 
1933 -r Jan.2 

145 

1933 

2::1 

50 
r-

\, 
Jan. 7-16 125 

400 
\ 

Feb. 1 -
Apr. 

~ 

Mar.9-10 240 

Apr. 24-' 600 
Sept.16 

-----

~ 

:5 p. 
ft 
;; 
J7 

-{Ui : 
..... ...-..... ;.~ .. ~~..ii~\~ __ ,dI.or.n~ -:r ,~ ... 

"" 

- - _-J ~-..-..~"'i1" __ " .. n44.a;;'S==4!$WUj iJ0444lW X%;çh«JkfIi6êf$4~1--~~4§;$i!tRX SA! 4. JES J~ . 

Loca tion Grievance 

Princeton"} __ Discrimination of four 
~ who refused to 
work ~tmas Eve 

rat Tulameen- . 
) 

Sèit1ement 

The discharged men ~ere 
l'einstated. 

'-"-----------------

Alexo Men struck under M.W.U.C. The strlkers were evicted 
for higher wages and and re~urned on the 
better cbnditions e~ployers' terms. 

E~st Coulee Nop payment of wages 

Anyox,B.C. 
(copper) 

For restoration of pre
.V10US wage rates, recog
n~tion of M.W.U.C. and 

~~mproved conditions 

~ 

East Coulee Nonpayme~t of wages 

( 
Drumheller, Against 12% wage eut 
Wayne and East .negotiated bj the 
Coulee M.W.U.C. U.M,W. and imposed 

(United Front) in aIl camps 
~ 

-.... 

~ 

( 

The Department of Mines 
arranged for- 1}ayment of wag ' 

The employer- made small 
concessions on the .,rice oi 
room and~o rd, but strlker 
were ndeport ft and the 
union w ent~ally broken 

mine closed for the 
eason, but the Department 
~-Min~s got orie instal

ment ç>f ",wages -for the men. 

The -mines were largely 
closed for the season, and 
the attempt to fight the 
wage cuts was unsuccessful. 
Agreements containing 
certain concessipns, and 
providing for ,the payment
of back wage's were, however 
concluded at two collieries 
in East Coulee. 

~, 

~o 
• _~ .. ,.J'.-.~ft ............. .lo..Q..Qu .. d'it'" t .... ~ .;,cf'ftàiëW6i'Vn *",,-~~.....,_,..:.;..,,--,-.... ..i.~;;'tJI.~ • .r_,. ,... ................ _~.JI:!..l .. -'J._ 'SHt'--::!.. 



. 
~ 
(!) 
N 

1933 

.1-

1934 

Date 

May 25 

May 1 -
19 

~ 

July 5 
August 14 

Sept. 10-
21 

Oct. 11-
19 

May 22 
29 

.. 

(~~ .-

r-

----..J 

Approxirnate 
No. Involved 

170 

80 

240 

'Jo 

, 

wcJo 1 

Blairmore 

"P.rincefon 

Canmore 

) 

Grievance 
:;4 Olt 

'= ~ 

Hiring of non-M.W.U.C. 
personnel 

Against proposed wage 
cuts in v101at10n of 
agreement 

r 

Se t t'lement , 

Compromise reached 

~ 

W~ge cut was withdrawn 

Un10n demands that one Represeatative from the 
miner be given another Department of Labour found 
place due to excessive the grade not to be ~xces
grades up which he was sive and the men returned 
forced to push coal cars, ,to work. 
and grievances over new 
working conditions 

~ 

'" fi"} <) 

• 

., .------
100 Wayne r' 

. 
/' Workers demanded tpe Dem~nds granted" 

enforcement ~f th~ wage == 
scale prevalent in the 
district-

• 
~\ . ',.l, 

85 Wayne _ Same as_ above, for higher Th~incretised' 
rates for b6ne work and and a compromis 

350 

~ 

./ timbering 0 reached. --------- ~ 

Michel,B.C. 

:. 

( 
~: 

~-~ 

Miners struck in favour 
of the recognition of the 
M.W.U.C. and the equal 
division of work amon§st 
aIl employees. 

1J _ 

Miners returned to work 
without gaining recog-
nition of the Mine ~ 
Workers l Union of Canada. 

, 
(0 

cA 



~ 
~ 

1934 

'l' 

" 

~ 

Date 

June 9 -
Ju1y 14 

JUl~e 12-
August 

June 28 -
August 27 

Aogust 29 

July 6 -
pept.20 

JUly 19 

.' 

~~ .. ~ 

(~ 

" 

Approxi!!1qte 
No. Invo l ved 

1,073 

500 

Il 
./ 

/ 

140 

41 

200 

~ , 

Location 

F11n-F~on 
(ore mine 
and smel
tir) 

ROii.,yn
~oranda,) 

Quebec 
COre !ltine 

Grievance ,-' '\ 
Miners and sme1ter wor
ke~s str~k for restora
tion of 9~ious wage 
sea le; hnd lecogn,i tiol) 
of t h_e M. W lù. C. 

-

~liners and sme1ter wor-
kers struck,for 10% wage 
lnerease; a~d recognition 
of the' M. W. U.'C. 

and smelter) 
,/ ~ 

~ 

A1exo 
". 

Coa Ihurst' 

Saunders' 
Creek 

\ Corbin, B. <;. 

... 

~< 

-:- : 

" " 

(, 

Wage reduction 

Divlsion of work' 

Wage reduction 

Division.of work, 
and against wage 
cuts . 

.:) 

.... -..IL __ ':t.~~~~,::",."I,.~.t!h>..ft;_, ,-:....~~ h~~~~...,i./o6oM. .. ~ dt'J'W<f . .h.2' __ .F.~._~ _____ ...... ~~,_ .... .d",,,~ ,_. 

~~~~~"".r·'_·"" '" .... -.f!"!"f''ri-'lÎ .. t'~t'1'''",.,..,. .. ~ 4Ji XQ e .QJ2t 

-
Settl-ement 

After intervention by the 
Provincial Gove:t:nment, the 
emplqyer agreed to reduc& 
wage cuts by 50%, but the 
M.W.U.t. was not recognized. 

By June ~O, picketting 
became ineffective, the 
union being smashed 
thereafter. 

The strike was defeated 

Compromise settlement 

The wa~e reduction was 
defeated 

In employees' favour 

- r 

':' 

'(, 

cO 

.' 

~ 

~ 



· 
~ 
C\I 

- 1934 

1935 

Date 

Nov. 5-
21 

From Jan. 
21 

~ 

------

/J 

-f 

Aug. 7 
and 12 

<w 

Approximate 
No. Involved 

500 

220 

500 

4 

Loca t ion Grievànce 

Cumberland,B.C. Demands for inereases 
by haulage men;~ecre
a~s in p~ice~ for 
coai, rent and sup
plies 

~/ 

Corbin- Demands for better '. 
working conditions, 
and equal division 
of work 

Cumberland, Againstfiritroduction 
B. C. "- of piece ra tes on '. 

} dataI m n, and alleg
ed discrimination 

fr 
-4' 

-ô 

----------- -" 

---, r 

.( 

./ 
) 

ç"'; 

," 
\' , 

( 
'1 

,1 
, J 

~""~"'.....,.-~~=---~:r-~ .,..."".,..., - i4C$ b AC 

'" 

Se tt'lemen t 

After the employer threaten
ed to close the mine, the 
M.W.U.C. local accepted a 
compromise settlemen~. 

The mine was closed perma
nently on May 7, and -the 

1 community was dispersed 
during the next year. 

The miners went back to Wal'l 
pending the report,-Of a 
Conciliation Board, which 
later fou~ favour of 
the ~mployer'. - r 

"" 
! , 

\ 

~ 

.' 

" 

(0 

" 
~-' ~ 
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Appendix D, T.lble l, 0- / 
""Nationality of mine wbrkmen in Alberta by Divisions, 1925" 

~ 

Mountain~k' C.N.P. Lethbridge Drumhel~l' 

Ang lo-Saxon 45% 42% .. 63% 42.5% '( 
Slbvak 23 26 10 :ü 

Italian 14.5 15 3 
, 

17.5 
1 1 " 

" " , 
Ukrainian , n. l. n. l. Il 10 

\ 
fr. /Belgian 7 n. l. n.1. 11· !---:-,.::..------

. Seroian 
' \~ 

n. l. n. 1./ n.l. 13 ___ 
----,. 

0' 

Russian. 2 3 5 0 n. 1. 
, . 

Austrian ) ':: ~:l J1. 1. n. l. 2 

Finnish n. l. 1 n.1. 

~ • 
Po1ish \.n. l. 3 1). 1. !pn.1. .... , 

Other .-J>'-,; ~ 

8.5 \, 8 7 4 .-,.-\ , 
,.European ' '" ' 0 

n. l. l' 

Japanese 3 n. l. n.1. 

ri 1 Not t'Listed. As the figures come from percentages reported 
\ • 'l, from each division, and not absolute figures, no torals 

1 can be. gi ven. 

,. Source: Report of the Albp.rta Coa 1 Commissiol~;' 1925, p. 180: 

'. 
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Appendix D, Table 2 

--
-Totâ-i 

Owners & 
!lia nagers , 

Foremen & 
Overseers 

1 

~ 

Hau1age, Drivers 
Cagers, etc. 

\ 
...... 

Miners 

, 

Lflbourers 

Other 

. 

- (W 

.c 
!II 

'P"i 
~ 

'P"i 
~ 

CO 

3,106 

155 

309 

110 

1,539 

490 
. 

103 . 

: 

"Nationalities 

C 
~ 

..c:: c .P"i 
u ~ ~-, 

c e ~ 
IJ.) ~ './l 
~ 0) ';j 
~ ~~<x: 

141 505 

. 

, 
4 7 

. 

o 4 6 

. 

4 31 

, 

• 

'- 98 341 

30 107 

1 13 
b 

\ 
) 

of Workers in the,Alberta Coal Industry, 

1 
C O. 
0) 1-4 C 
U;:j C ~ 
~ ~ Il> 

~ ..c IJ.) 0.. 
IJ)'.....-IC U ~o 
..c::~C":! +-' !II 1-4 
+-'1-40) ::: C":! ;:j 
0+-'0.. ~ ~~, 

1,459 21 1,819""1 

, 
. 

2 - 7 
, 

\ 
\ 

' \ 6 .~ - 5 \ ' 

\ 
1 
1 
\ 

7\ 1 ~72 

1 
\ 

, \ -
1,062 16 -1,439 

1 

2781 3 258 
, 

1 

1 

35 2 38 
~ 

,~~ 

( 
/ 

s:: 
~ 

.r-i 
.....-1 
C":! 
+-' 
~ 

- 678 
."""' 

- ~ 

6 

9-

24 

430 

.. 
184 

--25 

1 s:: 
.r-i ro 
"0 .r-i 
C ;:. 
~ C1S 
u C 
rtl 

~96 

3 

, 

7 

16 

125 

w 
'./l 
Q) 
C 

Il> C":! 
'./l 0.. C 
il) ~ C":! 
C'J . .-4 

.P"i '0 

..c::~ c 
U ~ 

60 16 

- -
t 

- . 

, 

- -

- 1 

4 Il 

-

45 "" 28- 4 
\ 

--- 28 --

t • 

1931. " 

Total 

8,176 

c 188 

347 

. 
330 

5,619 

0 

1,429 

~ . 
263 

(0 .. 

... 

" 

\;-> 
-../< 
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. Appendix D, Table 3 

Total 

Owne1'5 & 
\1D. 113 ge 1's \ 

\ 
1 

Foremen & 
Ov;::rsee1's 

Haulage,Dl'ivers • Cage rs, Etc. ~, .. 
Miners 

Labourers 

Other 

." 

<" 

(\j 

~. ~ ~ \ 
"Na tionali ties of wor~~~ in 

J J \ C 0 
~ c 

..r:: ~ ç 

Il) ~ 
U;j 

(j} ..r:: :::::.~~ !:x:l 
-r-! 0 ~ ;... ~ ..r:: , ..... c e4-' 
-r-! aJ .... (/) 

Il)..-lC u 
..r::~Q 4-' 

~ .... w ;j 
CO ~ {,).< ..... -.... Il) ;j 

0 ..... 0.. CI 
<!> 

2.381 '24' ~ .. 107 ~- . 514 - ~- 1 

36 - - - -
, 

136 1 . - - ~ -

98 - 4 6 -
/ 

> / 
, 

83/ 1 712 20 358 -
.. ,/ 

348 __ 4 19 145 -
,~ 

51 - - 5 1 
1 

.;.,.-

, 

> 

'~'/ 

/ 
// ( 

./ (-' 

l 
'~ 

0) 
" 

the British Columbia Coal Industry, 193'1." 

C 
!: ~ 
:-. Il) 
Ille. 
.... 0 
(/) '"" 'C';! ;j 
~~ 

290 ~ 

-

G -

\ 
III 

238 

37 

4 

~ 

~~~" 
~. 

c:l 
C C 
c:l -r-! 

-r-! '0 
..-l C :::: 
~ c:l'Q 
4-' O'r-! 
1-( U);> 

386 53 
, 

- -
~ 

\ 

2 -
5 

J 

4 2 

293 '35 
,: 

87 12 
. 

-_11 1-

,/ 
.. ' 

~ 1 

--"/:"t...J, 
\. 

~ 
Il) 

Cl fil 
(/) Il) 
III C 
C Q 

",0.. 
J:::ro 
UIJ 

371 

-

- . 

8 

1 
\ . 
'229 

130 

4 

0 

/ 

I~ .... 
ro 

-r-! 
'0 
C 

1-( 

.... --

6 

-

-

-

3 

2 

1 

'-' 

'" 

~ 

0 

Total 
4,172 

. 3&-/ . // 
139 

. , 
, 

-
133 

3,004 

----
/ 

"-

" 
791 ~~ 

~ 

~-~. 

~ 
[, 



-Appe~9ix D, Table 4 

d 

.. --0 

..c . (/) , . .-( : 

.;...> tIl 
.r-! W 
~ C) 

COC'J 
: ~ 

1931 \} , 
Blairmore 662 

" Frank 59 

Coleman 928 . 
Fernie 1,589 

-

'1' 

~ o t 

(

0-

.~ 

..J, 

-

" 

..c 
Q 
.;...> 
;:j 

Cl 

3 

-

0
3 

. 20 

, , 

"Ethnie Breakdown in the Crows' Ne"st Pass' 1931" , , 

'-

o(j 
1: 

..r::~ 
U 'r-! 
:: Cl) 
Q)~ 

.... Q) 

~CO 

217 

2~ 

72 

63 

,l,""t. 
,', 

0 

, 

1: 
, 

~ 

~ 
.~ 

';> . 
o(j 1: 0 ~ 

~, ..r:: c ~ c c 
C·.-( (/) .~ ~. C'J .c Ci! 
~ ~ .r-! ~'O ..c Ci! 'r-! (/) 'r-! 
E...., 1: Wl: U ;> r-I . .r-! tIl 
;... (/) c ..r:: ~ ~,S ~ r-I .. 111 
Cl ;:j . .-( .;...>0 .;J 0 ;:j 

O~ ~ OC/) UCIJ o. H ~ ~ 

~ / 
/ . 

-
0 

. 
28 

0 37 33 222 297 85 10 : 

2 - 3 154 7 6 -

29 13 ' 27 170 185 159 40 
. 

" 137 " 5 .r-:32 124 511 16-2 - 2(h . 
-" . 

, " , , 

6!J 

Source: Deminion Census, 1931. 

't~ 

,,' 

,,'" 
;~o , 

~r __ 

Vo 1uIl1e Il,. pp. 466-467; .482-483 
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1" ~.-- '" , . 
l 

(' Il \ 
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\ 
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C o(j 
~ Q) 
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,C ~ (/) Q) 

'r-I $C ~ 
Ci! C ~ W '. ~ 
;... ..-( ii .c 
~ .c~ .jj 

~ U'"":l ~"o , 0 . 
= 

, 

7 0 21 7 

- - 10 

Il 23 44 .. -
-=.. -" ~,... 3,4 -.lV -;Lo 

~l\ 
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. 

li 

, 

s 

ToJal 

, 
\~ 

~ 
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1" 

~ 
,) 

-

, 

.1,629 '. \ 

- 268"?'- ... 

~ . 
1,704 
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fngro-saxon 

rre n~ h/Be 19 ia n 

the!' W. Europea n .Ïo.:, -. 
s '. ,.
lnno/Scandinavian 

a lira n' 

C echq-S l,ovak 

P
. . r, 

. o,l,.sh \ 

Other E. ~uropeans 

Orienta l' r,-{ ..,. 

Other 

, , 

o 
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Appendix D, T~b1~. S. uA 
1 of 

, 

Blail'more .po, Co'lemun .;;" 

, .. . , 
40.6% -S4. 4% 

13.3 4.2 

"li 9 '1.'8 

4.2 2.3 

18.2 
'i 

10.8. 

13.,6 t.>.9 
, 

5.2 9,'3* 
'j 

1.1 4.1 

1. 2' 1.2 

" • 7 2.0 

10Ô% 100. % 
~' 

cç:>mparison of ethnie origlns 
the. populations of B1alrmore 

Co lema n', ... ~lberta , 1931. If 
, a 

.~J ~ 

'A 
Source: . See Appenqix D, ''l'a b·le ' 4 . , 
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0 . " Local Union FOl' O. B. U. Aguinst Total % f~r ,b .. B. u. . 
, Bellivue 276- 1\ 290 95 

il Ï' 
Blairmo~ 

.. \ 

254 3 257':-' ,1' 98 
" 0 - ( 

Coleman 247 2 249 99 . . 
, 

Corbin 54 4 58 93 
l "-

Fernie . , 583 23 606 96 

Hi Ile rest 313 Il 324 9'6 

Miche l Cl 
322 

~I 
12 334 96 

Federa, l 
,. 76 1 77 98 

! 

" .. 
1 Letty'ridge 213 8 221 96 ' 

Cadomin 71 3 74 96 . 

Mountain Park 102 2 104 98 

"- , Canmore 19'3 1 5 198 97 
~ 1 

J 

Wayne 178 1 17,9' 99 
--- - -- - -~-

~ 
Roseda le' 54 54 100 

Other Loeals Repol'ting 643 ' '8 651 98 
1 0 

Total 3,579 97 3,676, 97 , 

Appendix E, Table l "The One Big Union Referendum in Dis tric t, l8n 
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Source: The Distri2t Ledgel' (Fe.rnie) , May 9, 1919 
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~ 0, 

.' , 

.O~· 0 , , - Local For Against Total % Fol' 

n ... Nac.mine 26 19 55 65 
" . 

Mid la ndva le 1-42 : 12 154 92 

-" • . 
~tlas 198 ,76 i7.4 72 .0 

... 

W. Commercia 1 147 r 147 100 

Jew~l 3'1 '" 1 12 \. 43 72 
, 

A 
". , 

Star Aeria1 '/U 41 . 100 
-

Q • , 

Rosedale 46 6 52 88 
,;( 

Rosedeer 42 7 49 85 - --
1 

683 132 815 84% ~ 

, \ 

AppendiX' E, Table 2. . , 
ItRef~rendum he1d on affiliation witf The Red Deel' Va'lley 
Milners' 9niop-, June 21, ~925. Il . , 

~ . ___ 1
1 .. \ ," 

" . \ 
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\ .. Source: Western Canada Coa1 Review, JulYf 1925. ' 
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Appendix E., Table 3. 

'The membel'fihip ot the Mine Workers' Union al Canada (exclu-ding 
Westville, Nova Scotia) September. 1939; and the' l'e!?ults of the 
District elections for Pr~sident, AU'gust 18, 1930. '/,-' 

1 ~ ~ 

.... , 

Source: PAO, CPC Files: Xi 22, lOC2075, IOC208i' , 
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810an James" 810an, lef~-wing ,ca ndida té ~or- '~resident~ 
,.. ....... "t~; ..... l • 

Wright W~llia~ White, .. candidate of the ~~t ... wing. 1 
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~ 

Bellevue . 
Blairmore 

Coleman 
-f 

Corbin 

Coalhurst 

Federa 1 

Lethbridge 

Shaughnessy 

Brya n Mi le 32 

Cadomin 

Foothi11s 

iiLuscar 

Mercoal 

Robb Mile 33 

Nordegg 

Sallnders' , Creek 

Canmore • 
~, 

, Wa-yne 

.. ~ . 

( 
" ~, 

v 

'- " , -~ 
Tota! in Locals voting 

Total 

Membership 

355 

323 

534 

180 

452 

16 

617 

37 

23 

285 

102 

195 

60 

46 

263 

'63 

260 

174 

3,673 

For Sloan 

80 

190 

154' 

98 

228 

9 

1~& 

54 

56 

87 

41 

111 

44~ 

177 

64 

Ir-, 581 

,. 

For White Spoiled Total % for Sloan %Voting 

12 

75 

293 

52 

105 

6 

171 

~ 

:32 

35 

13 

·74 

25 

8'3 

68 

1,058 

4"-

2 

14 

23-

5 

10 

13 F 

,4 

f-

6 

" 2 

2 

81 

94 

279 

470 

155 

343 

15 

372 

68 

88 

126 

-- .. 
54 

191 

69 

262 .. 

134 

2,720 

/ 

85 

.68 

33 

63' 

66 

60 

50 

79 

64 

69 

o 

76 

58 

64 

67 

48 

58 

26 

86 

88 

86 

76 

94 

60 
, \ 

no vote 

no ,vo'te 
t 

86 ' 

65 

no vote 

85' -

1-3 

77 
. 

74% 

... 

\ 
\ 

r • • \ 

:1 

t'l\b~Shi~, ... 3,985 ( ~: 7" ,( V 0 , \ 
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G Local "" FOl' Asa i nsit Tota 1 % for W.U.L. 
, 

Bellevue 144 74 .218 -66--
,0 

Blairmore 234 20 254 92 
1 

Coleman ,294 144 138 67 

Corbin 107- 91 19d ~ 54 

Coalhurst 237' 42 279 85 

Shaughnessy 60 60 100 .... 

Cadomin 134 52 186 72 

Luscar 72 64 136 53 

\ Robb . ",\ 17 17 100 
"'--_/ 

Nordegg 142 °41 '183' 77 -" Saunders' Creek 15 ~ 9 24 62 

~ 
Canmore 144 68 212 68 !-

" 
-, lOI> 

Wayne 127 23 15Q 85 

Tot'a 1 1,727 641 2,368 73 

Appendix E, Table 4, "The Workflr~' Unit y League Referendum, 
May Il, 1931 t1 

• 

. 
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Source: Re,E0l't on Labour Orga niza t ions in Ca nnda 1 1931, p.175. 
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,/ " For M.W.U.C. For Home Local Spoiled Total % ~or M.W.U. < , 

./ ; F 

Match 30, 1928 - Under. pr$ssure 
frûm C.P.R. during n~go~iations . 

358 122 2 482 74 

" 

• 
December 10, 1930 - Afte~ M.W.U.C. 
~ithdrawa1 from A.C.C.L. 

February'",10, T931 - , Same· as be10w 

F~bruary 24, 1931 - After M.W.U.C. 
appea1s to' recOnsider 

June 2] 1931 ~ After aff~liat~on 
to the W.U.L. 

, 

January 5; 1932 - After ~.W.UoC. 
declared "i11egal" 1n Estevan 
Trials. 

288 339 

2:82 280 

361 336 

303 191 

259 275 

Appell:dix E, Table 5. "Lethbridge Miners' Union: Votes on Affiliation 
~ wi th the Mine Workers' Union of Ca nada". 

Source: 

#-

Glenbow ~Ar~hives, District 18 Collecticfn, 
Mine rs ," Union, 1928-1932". 
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o 
00 
N 
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r 

Local 

'Be 11evue 

Bla1l'rnr;>re 

Coleman 

Coa Ihurst 

Luscar 

Robb. 

Nordegg 

Saunders' Creek 

Canmore 

Wayne 

, " Drumheller 

East Coulee 

Rosedale 

Edmonton 

l'ota l 

( '~ 
- C> 

Affiliation 

M.W:U.C., 

.. 
... " 

~ ~, 

" 
fi 

" 
,,"f:.-~_ 

.~ 

.. 

Yes 

189 

228 

265 

183 

126 

15 

147 

26 

No 

13 

24 

57 

78 

78 

74 

10 

128 Ï2.J. <, 

~.W.U.C./U~M.W.243 3 

U.M.W. 158 

" 132 3 

" 132 1 

fi 62 2 

'" 14 loeals 2,034 464 

Spoiled 

B 

5 

4 

4 

"--=-1 
G __ 

l 

22 

( 

Tota 1 

219 

·257 

322 

261 

208 

15 

~221 

36 

253 

246 

% yes 

90 

90 
.. 
82 

70 

61 

1. 00 

66 

72 

50 

98 

158- . '100 

135 98 

133 99 

65 97 

2,520 80" ' 

Appendix E, Tab~e 6 
"United Front Strike 
Vote, April Il, 1932. Il 

The vote was he1d fo11owing 
propos.a 1s for wage cuts' in 
the Drumheller region. The 
ballot read as fol1ows: 
fi Are you in fa vour .. (of) 
a General-District Strike-~ 

. in the event'of the coal 
o~erators trying to put 
a wage reduction into 
effect in any camp?" 

Source: Worker, April 16, 
1932 
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~~ For the 
U.rvLW.of A. Against Spoi1ed Total _% for U.M.W. of A. . 

Bellevue 196 42 238 82 
,7 

B1airmorè 246 14'" 3 263 93.5 
/ 

Corbin 104 104 
/ 

100. 

Fernie 59 69 1 129 
• .1 

46 
~-

Of Miche 1 - 354 35 9 398 
/' 

'~ 

'89 

Coalhurst 68 5 73 93 

'Lethbridge _ 137 25 162 -: 84. 5 
~ .. 

~ 

'""' Cadomj n lQO 32 132 76 

-
Nordegg ,143 - 48 5 196 - 73 

Saunder s' Creek." 25 19 44 57 
) 

; " - . . 
Caümore 114 78 l 193 

'> p 

Wayn~ 77 14 91 

... 

59 

85 . 1 
~ 
" 

Cumberland 2;37 5 242 
,~ 

98 r, 
" 

é 

/ 
/ 

TO,ta l 1,860 / 386 19 2,265 / 82 ~,I 
é 

/ 
Appendix E, Thble 7. "TJ{erUnity' 

\ 

Referendum, .June 30, 1936." 
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The Forge Glows Red, Source: Tom McEwen, p. 150. .- ) "~-
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M " 00 Il!< Stttbbs Sudworth Cruikshank N 

.. 
PolI (Labour) (Communist) (Indepèndent) Total % Labour 

Bellevue 154 184 ,113 451 34 

B1airmore· 86 120 364 570 15 ., ~ 

'" 
Coleman ~ '251 217 236 704 36 

Frank 3 71 ~, 
" 

36 110 3 
~~ 

79 181 Hi11crest 83 .343 24 

Total Pass ,5-77 671 930 2,178 26 
. 

Canmore }.20 87 123 330 36 

Other PolIs 123 28 551 702 17 
"-

Ta ta 1 .Rid i ng'!. 820 786 1,604 3,210 25 

.(. 
Appendix ,F J Table 1 ' . ..... 
"Returns: Rocky' Mountain Riding: Alberta Provincial Election, JUhe 18; 1930." 

Source: Lethbridgé Herald, June 19, 1930. --
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% Communist 
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PolI 

Bellevue 

Blairmore 

Coleman 

Frank 

lIillcrest· 

TOTAL PASS 

Canmore 

Other PolIs 

TOTAL RIDING 

MeNeil 
'i. Libe ra 1) 

" 

40 ~ 

116 

289 

8 

15 

468 

80 

486 

1,034 

Appendix F, Table 2 

J 

Duke 
(Soered) 

355 

Cruikshank 
(Independent). 

25 

392 44 

(~. ~4 
~ 4 

'"' 46 

748 

64 

298 \53 , 

1,857 

315 \1' 
820 214 

2,. 992 378, 
~ 

~. 

Murphy 
(Communis t) 

269' 

314 

119 

93 

93 

888 

1'09' 

84 

1 

" -g. 
.~~~ 

"1 

Total % Socred % Communis' 
-te \. ~t~ 
.1- ..... 

689 51.5% 39' 

866 45 36 

1,190 63 10 

169 38 55 

452 66 . 20.5 

3,366 ,55 26 

515 61 21 

1,604 51 5 

5,485 54.5 20 

'" 

~ 

" 
(,.., 

"Returns: 
Rocky ,Mountaj.n Riding; A i.berta Provine ia l Election, August 27'; 1935." 

... 

Source: 
/ 

Lethbridge Herald, ~ugùst 28, 1935 
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FbR MAYOR 

\Vi llium Knigh t 
1) 

A. E. Ferguson 

FOR' COUNCIL 

\Vi Il am McVelY 
P. M ntabetti 
D.'OI'ver 

OOL BOARD 

o ert Horne 
Sam Patterson 
Ali Bossetti 

Sam Bannan 
J.E. Gillis 
J.A.McDonald 

FOR· COUNCIL 

J. M. Allan 
Arthur Reid 
George Evans 
George Hope 
Frank B~rrington 

, 

\, 

Harold Chamber Iain 

Archie Fi'RSer 
Alice Sudwor t h 
Wm.Antrobus 
J. D. Holly 

/ 

'llt 

\ 
\ 

\ 

/ 
/ 

B la irmol'e 

f, 

, 

(Workers' Sl(te) 

(Citlzens' teague) 

(Workers' s~ 
" ri 
" '" , 

(Citizens' . League) 
" 
" 

. '" 
(Wor-kers' Sla te) 

" 
" 

(Ci tizens' League) 
" 
" 

Coleman 

",' 

(Citi~enS' League) 
" 
" 
" 

(1 ndepe ndent) 
\, " 

(Workers' Slate) 
" 
" 
" ") ~ 

... 

lJ 

, 

403 

380 

652 
598 
591 
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5Q4 
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314 
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FOR COUNCIL 
, / 

.:.:,W.:.::m:,!.. -=:B;:a,:.r.:.r..=o;.::w.=,s ,. 
Wm. Chapman 
Andrew Hal'ry 

Walter Blyth 
Steve Da ny'luk 
A. Holyk 

, 
1-

A ppendlx F, Ta'hle 3. 

'Wm. KtÜght .. elected 
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1 

\ , \ 
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" 

" It 

(Workers ' 
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" 

\ 1 
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/ 
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J 
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339 
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77 
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Coleman 

Tpta l Votes 
Cast 

5, 53~ . 

5,653, 

\ 
APpen~i~ F, Table 3al , 

\ 

J 

Votes Cast' 
for the 
"Workers' Sla tes" 

... 
sour,ce:: Lethb'ridge Hern Id, February 14, 1,933 
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Archives of the Glénbow Alberta Institute 

, 
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,~ 1 

, ... 

United Mine Workers_ of America, District 18 CoLléctiQn 
( 

Western Canada Conl Operators' Association Collection 
" L ....... 

~on. George G. ,coote Papers 

Canadian Pacifie Ra11;a artment 'of Natural Resources 
Collection. 

'''' Public Archives of Ontario 

Communist Party of Canada Files 

B. Government D6cuments 

.. 
~ 

Dominion C~nsus Reports, 1921,1~~1,l041 

1 Canada, Department of Mines, Coal Statistics of Canada, 
19~5"'1936 

Canada, Department Labour, AnnuaI Report on Labour 
Organizations in Cana'da', 1919-1936 

Canada, Departmé.nt of Labour, Labour Gazette, 1~16-1936. 

, '" Al~erta, Mines ~ranch, Annua~ Report§, 1925-1936 

'British Columbi.a, Department ,?f LabQu,r, Annual Reports, 
1925-1936 . 
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Royal Commissions 
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Royal Commission on the Alberta CoaI Industry. Report 
and Evidence, .1919, (TypewrHten, Glenbow Archives),' 

, 
Re ort of the Ro al Commission to Investi ate the Coa1 
Industry of Alberta, 1925. ("Evans Commission" : 
Edmonton; 1926. ~ 

Report of the Royal Commission Respecting the Coa1 
Industry of the Province of Alberta, 1935. ("Bar1owe 
Commission"): Edmonton, 1936, 

Report of the Royal' Commission on Coa1: Ott~wa, 1946, 

Newspapers and Periodica1s 

Radical and Labour Press 

Canadian Unionist (Montrea 1) 19,27-1936 

District Ledger (Fernie) 

Labour Truth (Vancouver) 

Left Wing (Toronto) 

1918-1919 

1934-1936 

1924-1926 

Nova Scotia Miner (Glace Bay) 1929-1932 

One Big Uniqn Bulletin (Winnipeg) 1925 

Uni ted Mine Workers' Journa 1 1918··1936 
" •• .f,." Ondin napo lis) 

Western'Miner/Canadian Miner 1930-1933 
(LethbridgeACa1gary) 

We Too (Nanaimo) 1935 
i 

Worker/Daily C1arion (Toronto)1925-1936 
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Trade Papers ~ 

Western Canada Coa l Reyiew ,(Winnipeg) 

Standard Press 

Calgary Herald 

Edmontq,n Journal 

Fernie Free Press 
, 1 

Léthbridge Hern Id 
.' , 

Vancou.ver Sun 
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