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Cornwalf, in the South-west of the British/isles, is part

o

" ABSTRACT

/

of the

Celtic periphery of North-west Europe. The historical geography of this

at

area 1s evaluated in this thesis with particular attention to the processes

by which this autonomous Celtic kingdom became incorporated into its nore

powerful neighbour, England.

In tracing the-progress of this subordination

and the Cornish resistance to it, the thesis examines the interrelationship

of the cultural and economic aspects of the society's evolution.

In each

historic period, economic exploitation and cultural alienation succeeded

e .
‘one another, until the nineteenth century when the minfﬂé‘économy of

Cornwall gcame an essentiad part of the English industrial system. The

twentieth century offers either the prospect of total incorporation into

England and the.loss of any reglonal distinctiveness, or’ a cultural

e

revival spearheaded by the several small, national and cultural

organisations which now exist.
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Cornouailles& au Sud-ouest des Iles Britanniques, fait partie de 1la
i
peripherie celtique de Nord-ouest de 1'Europe. On veut evaluer 1la,

géographie historique de la région, dans cette these, en apportant une

attention particulidre aux processus d'incorporation de ce royaume

autonomp et celtique & son voisin plus puissant, 1'Angleterre. En

¢

; Y . . . v
traceant l'evoluxioq de cette subordination et la résistance cornouaillaise,
la thase examine les interrelations des aspects culturels et &conomiques.
!

Dans chaque période historique 1'exploitation &conomique et 1'aliénation
4

culturelle se sont succédées, jusqu'au dix-neuvilme siZcle quand
) .
1'économie mini®re de Cornouailles est devenue partie dintégrale du

systéme industriel d'Angleterre. L'avenir offre soit la possibilité d'une
incorporation totale 3 1'Angletertre et la perte de tout caractdre

distinctif, soit une renaissaiicé culturelle noyautée par quelques petites

I
-

. ’ «
organisations nationales et culturelles qui existent maintenant.
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CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION

Q * 1

L.1 Introduction . . wo -

Cornwall is a part of the British Isles with a distinct. regional

personality. As Buchanan has pointed out, the very survival of. this unique

landscape area with its distinctive social character is in danger.1 It is

°

é land with a wide range of problems. many pf which are similar to those
affecting other underdeveloped areas of the British Isles, in particularr

Scotland and Wales. These two countries, like Cornwall form part of what

) ’

has been called the Celtic periphery, along with Ireland, the Isle of Man ' -

and Brittany. o .

Cornwall's difficulties encompass most aspects of the geography of

the country. The land itself| has been, and is being, devoured as extractive

'
,

industries expand;z on a different scale even the cliffs at Land's End and
Kynance are being eroded by the press of too many tourists. The agricultural

potential is lessened as roads, suburban. housing and"'camp sites spread over

the land;3 the local fishing industry suffers from competition with -

(=Y

foreign-owned, deep-sea fleets which over-exploit the marine resources;

. . . —
and the economy of Cornwall, with. tourism as its major sector, is

¢

increasingly dependent on de;nand generated from outside, from England.A
The populationustructhu;'e, ‘too, reflects these general problems. ;I'here is
a diaprgport:@onaté number of older people in the pOpula{tion - an imbalgmc'e_
further swollexz‘ by those who retire to C‘:c;‘rn‘wall. ‘At: the same time there

e

is a constant out-migration of the younger, more dynamic section of-the

population for whom there are’ few economic opportuni"ties.s . ) @




[

*

I.2  ObjeZtives

\
- ’ (-’} [
These are the symptoms of Cornwall's ills at the present time, One

o

of the main objectives of this thesis is to uncover the causes of these

symptoms by examining the historical geography of Cornwall. This exam- AY

ination should enable us to see how the Cornish worked within the verritory’
of Cornwall, fashioning the resources of phe land and sea to meet their

own requirements or the demands of those more powerful than they. We will ,

thus be able to gain an understandiné of a distinctive society which early

in its history, in Celtic times, had its own language and customs. Then,

‘

from the eariy Middle Ages, it came to be dominated by its larger neigh-
, bour, England, of which it became a political apanage and an economic
appendage.
The economic, social and cultural development of Cornwall will be
aésessed against the physical background of the land of Cornwall. Evidence

suggests that change has affected the land as well as the society occupy-

< 1ing it. In prehistoric eras, for instance, alterations in shoreline,
’ ) v (}:“
climate and vegetation cover had a profound effect on the life of the Lt

earliest inhabitants. The agricultural potentialef the county hds had a

different signif}cance in distinct historical epoch%. The availability of
mineral wealth has engendered a mining industry with its own chequered
history. E;en the geographical position of Cornwall has had a varying
'significance.6 All thege threads of change are interwoven in the pattern
of Cornwall's/bist?rical geography, each being affected by the others agd
each in turn hasinﬁ its own impact on the tétal fabric of a land and its

people. ' & . .




o

' *
Within Cornwall, as in other ‘Celtic peripheries such as Wales

v~

8cotland, a number of sociallénd political organisations have attemptd to
- awaken a nationalist spirit. The emergence of the Cornish nationalibt

parties has/been g{response to the continuing problems of Cornwal Such .
groups have simil;rities t®, and alliances with, the national parties of
the o;her countries of the Celtic fringe in Scetland, Wales, Ireland and
Brittany, although their development is less advance?/qn philosophy,
strategy and popular support.7 Nonetheless, the arrﬁval of a Cornish

. /
nationalist movement is a lucid expression of the malaise which affects

\
Cornish society at the present time. - It is in fact, a moyement which draws

o -

its ideas from threads in the historical relationships of the region and
hence is a contemporary expression of the impact of core-periphery relation-
g Eﬁh . ships., The latter part of this_thesis will examine the role of the

L / Cornish nationalist movement, will try to assess how far it Qoices the

. . aspir?tio§s of the majority of Cornish peoplq,and whether it has coherent

¥ : solutions to offer.

AN
L >

I.3 ’Approach )
7 ~ - % ,‘ -
Centre-periphery Model
3 B
I

. This study will ﬁpproach the development of Cornwall b& focussing on

v, its historical geography. Historical geography, as the study of both

social and physical change through time can give an understanding of the
nature of the evolution of a soclety and so help shed light on the .

/ problems of today.&' The discipline of historical geography, so lsng
g%rtred around empirical study, has recenFly been undergoing change, the

need/for which has increasingly been recognised by leading historical
\ %

- o y
s v
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(_1 . geographers - "Rethinking becomes necessary when orthodox doctrines have

e, ceased to carry conviction."’ In the introduction to Geographical Inter-

3 \ - pretations of Historical Sources, Baker, Hamshere and Langton acknowledge
the problem confronting historical geogrdphy in its search nfor a theoretical
fr&nework.lo They recognise the contribution of a writer such as.Harvey
vho argues that "historical geography can only progress through a careful

4

3 ‘ integration of theory and empiricism,” Harvey himself reaches out from

| — 3
| ! ' the empirical, intuitive studies of an area and uses a theoretical . !
g 111 e

framework to give them coherence,

P

The landscape holds much evidence of ‘the material constructions of
: earlier socleties for the historical geographer. Consideration must also

1 be given, however, to the attitudes of the individuals who fashioned that

[y

landscape. Baker discusses the need to assess the forces behind the

-

: development of landscapes, and argues that "ideas deserve at least as much

attention from historical geographers as artefacts have received in the

past. nl2 '

Gregory, in "Rethinking Historical Geography", also emphasises the

’ need to identify the structures behind the visible phenomena. The key, he

T

JE,

suggests, does not lie in the landscape itself, but in the forces governing

the society which formed that 1andscape.l3 This thesis, while it will use

-

empirical, historical data and evidence from the landscape as a basis for

; \

the study of the historical geography of Cornwall, will be concerned
/

particularly with the nature of the societies which moulded the Cornish

¢
/

. past.

In line with these current 'trends in historical geography, this
- ! A
( '~*,) present research attempts to set the empirical evidence provided by the

! past within a theoretical framework.'l«“"rhe centre-periphery model will be -

i \
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used here in an endeavour to reflect the ;elationship of England and-fornwall
over the last nine hundred years. This particular model of development
which focuses on the uneven relationship between core areas and peripheries,
grew from the work of Latin American writers of all disciplines in the 1950's

a

and 1960's who were attempting to understand the increasing problems facing
their countries.15 Prebisch, Secretary—-General of the Economic Commission
for Latin America (E,.C,L.A,), in the 1950's argued that basic changes in

the social and economic structures within Latin American countries would

be needed both to modernise internally dnd to strengthen their bargaining

vl

J
position in external commercial relations, On this basis, industrialisation

could then proceed, bringing economic growth and a greater measure of
prosperity with i, 10 Q
By the mid-1960's Frank, foremostAémong writers in the deiendency
school, waé\argQigg that such sgrategieswwould do little to improve the
situation of the Latin American economies. Latin America was in crisis.
*Political, fiﬁancial and technological dependence were combined with ’
sectoral imbalance and growing social and, K regional imequality. Multi-
nétional Forporations were becomipg ever more strorgly entrenched in the
most profitable economic sectors. Frank advanced the hypothesié that
penetration by capitalism was responsible for the re;ulting poverty an&
underdegglopmenf in the Third Vorld.17 Reaching back into Latin American
history to illustrate his thme heuargued that the continent had become
/increa4!hgly 1mb?vegished as it was brought into the world capitalist
v ~ 8ystem from the sixteenth century onwards. He saw that Latin American
countries were poor, not because they were margina} to/the world capitalist

system, as the E.C.L.A, structuralists had argued, but essentially .

because they were part of it. The evolving division of labour between

/ -

i
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countries, created by that system had given them a specific role to play,

a role which would keep them poor and dependent. épeaking of the Chilean
economy for example, Frank says:
World capitalism imposed 1ts exploitative structure and
development on Chile's domestic economy and fully integrated

this economy into the world capitalist system by converting
5;it into a colonial satellite of the world capitalist metropolis.

18

The significance of this satellite status for any LatinAAmerican
country or any Third World country becomes clear with an eigpination of
their history. The structures within the capitalist system, (the processes
of surplus appropriation and the accumulation of capital) ,ensured that 'the
wealth and resources of these satellite areas would contribute to the
further development of the metropolitan centre rather than that of the
society in which they are generatgé} Frank argues that: ’

Thus the metropolis expropriates economic surplus from

satellites and appropriates it for its own economic

development. The satellites remain Yaderdeveloped for

lack of access to their own surplus.

fhe centre-periphery model applies to unequal relations between
countries, that is at an international level. Theﬂapplication of similar
principles bringing about inequality dintranationally, within one country,
is termed interna] colonialism. Williams, in applying this model to a
part of the Celtic periphery, finda there are seven features which are
particularly characteristic of internal colonialism. These include:
/financial drain from the periphery to the centre{ dependence oé the
periphe;y on the centfe for key workers; dependence on external markets;
internal labour markets conditioned by external forces; political ?ontrol
from the centre; lack of services in the periphery; and cultural discrim-
1nation.20 Williams goes on to show how this éclonial trelationship has

developed in Wales.
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Michael Hechter has similarly shown that for the British Isles as

”;77 a whole, the centre has exerted an economic, political and.cultural:

i

hegemony over the Celtic periphgry.zl Both writers find that London, the
metrdpolitan centre, by means of the exercise of political and financial
power, together with a sense of cultural superiority, acted as a coloniser

!

of the Celtic periphery of Britain in much the same way as it colonised

'its overseas empire,

This thesis will investigate the way in which the ce?tre-periphery

\
theoretical approach can be appliedhigpthe historical geography and
33

development of Cornwall. Essentially'the same processes which brought
about the. underdevelopment of Latin America and the rest of the Third

World; it will be argued, have acted to cause the relative underdevelop~
mént of Corﬂwall. This has occurred altho;;h Cornwall is a periphery
within the metropolitan country where the centre is located.

As I have suggested, the centre's exploitation of the periphery
leaves littie surplus which the periphery can use tg further its own
development: the development of the centre is at least in par% posited
on the underdevelopment of the periphery and, ifs evolution would have
been much slower without the appropriafion of the surplus from the
periphery. In Cornwallls case th%!ex?loitation of its land, harbours,
fish and minerals proceeded for centuries according to the requirements of
the English}Crowh: English landowners, and later English industrial
éapital. By the nineteenth century the exploitation of the mines and
fishing grounds was greatest, and much of this exbloitation was financed
By English capital. The unelaborated minerals found their market in
England; the fish Was\packed“for export. From both these industries, the

major bulk of the profits aggrued to the English'and Cornish owners of

¢
{
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capital. Cornish producers won a bare living wage, while 1little .
secondary industry was generated. The Cornish()landscape ;bill testifies

to that earlier significance of the mining industry in ;,ts ab‘andonet’i mi;le
shafts and barren acres of Spoil.2\2 This thesis will trace the érocesses
which provided these,ﬁ;anifescations of the pasg ,still t;o be seen on the
landscape of today. .

&

Class Analysis

l

_The question of social differentiation in the Cornish periphery is
important to an understan&ing of its long-term proble;;s. ‘The differing
roles played by the social groups within ; society have important
implications for that socilety’s eyolution, and it will be arguéd that
internal structures can play a large part in either hindering or facilit~-
ating the control exei’ted by an external metropolitan power. However, the
centre-periphery model appears to be less effective in the analysis of the
class structure of a particular area.23 As Frank himself states, it was
not the intention of centre-periphery theory to incorporate class
analysis: ) -

This does not mean that colonial analysis is intended as a

substitute for class analysis.’' On the contrary, the colonial

analysis is megnt to complement ¢lass analysis and to dis-

cover and emphasize aspects of the class structure in these
underdeveloped countries which have of teg remained unclear.

++. Cornlsh society is divided within itself along class lines, as is
Briti;:n goclety as a whole. The bourgeoisie and the working clasmhave ——
each different views of the reality in which they live together.25 Their
aspirations are different, th;;Lr means of achieving them are different, and

their rewards are different.
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The formation of a society with a marked class structure has had
a long history in Cornwall. Even in Celtic timeszmhierarct‘;icallly
structured society was clearly in evidence. Dobb has noted the very early
Eormation ofﬁ a proletariat among the Cornish tinners in the fourteenth
century who had beeﬁ dispossessed, by debt, from thelr free mining rights.

The process by which the producers - peasants, miners, fishermen - were

gradually alienated from their 'means of pro?ﬁmtion'z6 continued from the

sixteenth century onwards., -.Then the full conversion of the majority of
the population into a class of wage labourers, separated from their means
of producf’tion. within a capitaglist:- 'mo'dc; of productipn' ,27 occurred in the
late eighteenth century and was well~ established in Cornwall by the

nineteenth century.

!

“ The thesis will show how a local bourgeoisie was emerging from the

end of the feudal period onwards, reflecting both their own and external .

—

st 4
interests. The profits whic%erer acquired from the surplus produced by
~ ‘ D/ —‘
the Cornish working class were to a large degree siphoned out of the

- county by local and English merchants,.and later industrialists, to

finance other economic activities or to support thelr conspicuous
consumption in the metropolis. ‘Historically; Cornwaﬁ.l was not a fashion-
able placle in which to live, according to the cultural mores of the
metropolitan centre. This fact is evidenced in the Cornish landscape where
) .

comparatively few large, stately homes or elegant estates attest to plast
accu;xxulations of wealth,

Part of the task of the thesis is to look at the relationship between
these ruling classes and the working class whose story is less frequently
told. It is hoped to do this without falling into the trap which Thompson

describes as subjecting them to "the enormous condescension of posterity".28

4

) |
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The actual producers of thve";éociety,. the miners, the fishermen, the
peasants, left a scatter of tiny cottages, mine buildings and harbour
installations to testify to their labour and the conditions under which
they lived. An examination of the conditions in which the Cornish
working class lived and worked throughout history, will throw light on
that past development and on the present reality.
What has happened in the historical geography of a land cannot be
altered but the way in which it i1s wr¥itten about, does change.. The way
. )

in which the past or present i1s fnterpreted will vary according to one's

, ‘ ,
vision of a land and its people. The point of view from which the
historical geography of Cornwall will be ;xt:udi'ed here is that of the
producers of the land, the Cornish. It has been, and still is, the

outside metropolitan forces which have imposed transformations on the

land and the local soclety. Then, however, the argument will try to lo.ok

—

Beyond these external forces to the impacts made over the centuries on
the subjects of these changes - Cornwall and the Cornish.
Historical geography, as has been emphasised by Baker, must be

rewritten to include a picture€ of the .whole society and not just the

dominant part. This should be done in order to re-assess the effects which

historical processes and events have had on all sectors of the socilety.

Hill, in The World Turned Upside Down, has graphically stated the need for

continual rewriting and re-gssessment of knowledge,
History has to be rewritten in every generation, because although
the past does not change the present does; each new generation
asks new questions of the past, and finds new areas of sympathy
"as it re'-liv'caﬂgdifferent aspects of the experience of its
predecessors.
!

o 9
Most past studies have selected certain facts and built their

hiftorical picture around them. This has generally been from the point of |
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7of this picture of the past which scholars have trapsmitted to us, Carr

which few alternatives for improving conditions for its members or their

o

| n 11,
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view of the rulersf the wealthy, the powerful. In considering the nature

says:

Our picture has been preselected and predetermined for us,
not so much by accldent as by people who were consciously or
unconsciougly imbued with a particular view and tBBught the
facts which supported that view worth preserving.

/ {
The people whose lives have been ignored have been the working class,
the producers of the society. In every society the majority, this working
class, has not been educated, wealthy or powerful,‘and hence has not beén )
party to the form of erudite writing which focuses on the great eve?égi
N

great battles and great men. Its history is that of daily labour within

families have appeared.
To achieve a clear view of the past an attempt'will be made to
discover the realities of working class existence. A helpful interpretation

of present day problems should emerge as the unfolding of the past fuses it

Carr refers to this work as a dialdgue between past and

with the present.

present:

The past is intelligible to us only in the light of the

present; and we can fully understand the present only in

the 1light of the past. To enable man to understand the

society of the past,; and to Increase his mastery over th
- society of the present is the dual function of history.

Thus, by looking anew at the historical geography of Cornwall, focused
in a particular theoretical framework, the contemporary geography can be
better understood. Today's geography will be seen in the context of the
historical chaﬁges which have fashioned the patterns of landscape and the
type of sbciety which inhabits the land. The relationship of man to the L/
land and the-impact of man on his environment have formed today's country-

side. A knowledge of the roots of the settlement and exploitatioh of the
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land throughout the centuries and the traces they have left on the land-

scape of today, will both revitalise the reconstruction of the. past and

T £y
\

the understanding of the present. : -

I.4 Sources and Review of Literature

>

The need to achieve an overall picture of the historical geography
of Cornwall has governed the choice of the type of analysis employed here,
using secondary sources. This attempts to overcome some of the problems, )
pointed out by Baker, of a sheer weight of detailed information which
encumbers some historical geography studies.32 The use of secondary sources
was also partly dictated by the logistics of writing the thesis in Canada.

- The published academic literature used has been supplemented by a
considerable correspondence with people in Cornwall concerned for the future'
of the area. Government sources at County Hall, Truro, were‘relied on for | .
contemporary statistics.and policy. The publicati;ns of the Cornish
nationalist parties provided material on possibilities for the development
of the county, alternative to those of central government bodies.

A month's field work in May 1978 complemented the writer's earlier
knowledge of Cornwall from growing up there. The aim of the field worF was
té meet a comprehensive se;tion of the population in oréer to gain first

/ hand knowledge of current problems and the suggested solutions. A number~
of interviews were conducted with people engaged in political and cultural
organisations. Discussions were also held with government officers and
public representatives in Cornwall. The field Qork gavé/the writer the
_opportunity to look again at Cornwall and to see recent changes in the

‘landscape under the impact of recent development policies.

The story of Cornwall's.past has largely been told in scholarly and
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erudite:works. Until the recent writings of Cornish nationalists, its
history was always considered as a replica of Englar{d's. Intellectuals
have seldom appeared to express interest in the commo'n man or the
peripheral region but now, as Hill indicates, people are beginning to ask

different questions of the past, One effect of this has been the placing

of the local region and its inhabitants at the centre of the investigation.

A

This is one of the positive contributions of regional geographers who hav\;
focussed on local area studies, but for Cornwall they have ];roduced a
less detailed story of the past than have the historians.However, some
geographers have written about Cornwall. Balchin for instanfe has surveyed
tt;e history of the development of the landscape of Ccornwall,33 \while Pounds
has looked at a variety of aspects of the historical geography o‘i\.’ the
county.34 The work of Darby has prov’ided unsurpassed empirical s\tudies of‘
the historical geography of Cornwall, in its context as an Engl:l.shxcount:y.35

-

The historian, who'has pioneered local historical studies, Hoskins,

i
includes many examples from Cornwall, especially of the Middle Agi.%s.:36 The
era of burgeoning mercantile trade has been written about by Rowsqi, a

I

|
Cornish historian, in a detail no one else has yet touc}xed. In Tddor

' J
Cornwall he focuses on events in Cornwall, but from an English viewpoint;

1

) ]
for him only English control and direction appear to have given the events

meaning. The Cornish people, the people who were his own ancestors, he

o

relegates to the ranks of a "stupid and backward-looking peasantry”, and

"the idiot people". He examines Cornwall's past as the history of 'a last
/

outpost of the known world". Cornwall's role in history is given validity

only insofar as it contributes to the on~-going pattern of English

!

development. 37

. ,
Coate ,writing about Cornwall during the Civil War has expressed the

¢ -
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divisions within Cornish society as "the speculations of the few and the
inarticulate conservatism of the many". In the main, however, Coate has
restricted herself to a consideration of the manoeuvres of the central
politicans in the Civil War and Cornwall’s part seems important fo her
vonly in t;s much as it contributed to the chgnging power structure &/
London. The effects of the years of struggle and battle on the 11ve'é of
the majority in this periphery; are not studied.38

In contrast, Rowe's study of Cornwall in the industrial Revolution
does concern itself with the effects of the demands of the English
Indx;strial Revolution on the Cornish economy and the Cornish people. This
book provides one of the ;ain sburces, in this thesis, for empirical material
on the nineteenth cent:ury.39

From the above-mentioned books, and others similar to them, it is
hoped a picture will emerge of ﬁhe economic, social and cultural develop-
ment of the area, wittol Cornwall, the land and its people, as the focal
point rather ttyxan as a-remote periphery of the English centre. The
theoretical framework will be used to éxplain how sometimes economic
exploitation was preceded by cultural deprivation, and how cultural alien-

»

ation followed the loss of economic power.

I.5 Physical Background J

Cornwall is a land which occupies the south-west peninsula of. the
British Isles. In some ways it could be argued that this location has
contributed to the way the area has been developed peripherally to the
centre of power in England and subject to external influence. The inter-
action of 1its peripheral location and o{;tside pressures has intensified

over the centuries and condemned the land and society to a sequence of
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uses marginal to the welfare of Cornwall itgelf: e a .source of royal

. /

revenue for the English Crown; as a strategic base; as a resource base,

notably of unelabbrated minerals, and-fish for export; and latterly as a’

!

tourisg and retirement haven. y

Throughout history the ,\physic:val en’.virgmeut within Cornwall has
afforded its inhal;itants a balance of advantages and Misadvantages. The
richnéés of the minerals in the r:cks contrasts with the poor qv..xality of
the soils for agriculture. The sheltered ix;lets," and rich fishing grounds
of t:i'xe south coast, ;:ompensate f(or the blee:k wildness of the north coast,
wi‘th its harvest of wrecks, The gentle climate of tl}e coastal lowlands

contrasts with the swirling mists and rain of the upland modrs.

Apart from the sea, Cornwall has one well-defined boundary enclosing

] \

dts territory in which a distinct regional culture cam still be recogni'égd.

The river T(amar crosses moét of the width of this south-west peninsula of
Britain cutting off the southermmost eighty miles,as Map No. 1 shows. The
river is the boundary which separates Cornwall from Devonshire to the east.

Such it has been since it was set by Aethelstan in the ninth century, lock-

ing the West Welsh in Cornwall and securing Devon for Saxon settlement. -

Geographically, the Tamar basin is an entity - Devon and Cornwall on

opposite sides of the valley are very similar physically. However, the

long history of the Tamar as a frontier gives it real signﬁficance as a
culturgl demarcation. *
The topography of Cornwall has been determined by the tectonic

movements and erosion which the area has undergone even more than b}; ‘the

characteristics of the bedrock, The Carboniferous and Devonian slates, .

shales and grits were later subjected to imtrusions of granite, and in
s ‘e

. ‘geol‘o'gicqlly more recent times, to marine erosion. The resulting erosion

¢
l

4 ) .
ol - e rornibin Srdon o




e eene e

I T T U

-

on e Rt .

®

B S e e p——
Py

17,

surfaces at 131m, 228m, 304m gives the area its charac(teristic plgteaux
surfaces, which are its most distinctive landscape feature. Only the hard
granitic intrusions have withst;oclad this erosion to survive as higher moor-
land"areas. The highest, Brown Willy, in/the centre of the largest granitic
area, Bodmin Moo—r, rises to 420 m,

The granite uplands lie along the spine of Cornwall, terminating in
the cliffs at Land's End and forming the (watersh.ed; the limited river
systems thus created, reach the sea in drowned es/tuaries or rias. The
estuaries 4along the lower, more sheltered south coast have been especially
important for the development of trading, fishing, aﬁd naval ports in times
when the focus of Britain'é trade or strate;zic connections were directed
southwvards. In the Middle Ages, during the wars with France, and when the
Elizabethan adventurers were sailing away in their small boats, this coast
saw much activity, especially the Fowey and Fal &ituarles. On the north
coast, Padstow on the estuary of the Camel, served in the t:/imb/e;‘ trade with
Canada, despite the hazards of the Doom Bar at its mouth.

Around the &ranitic intrusions are mineralised tracts whose wide
dispersal is shown in Map No. 2. The metamorphic aureoles on the north
sides of the granite masses are particularly rich in mineralé. Copper and
tin have been 't:he principal oﬁes exploited with smaller quantities of other
ninerals when the Yemand arose. In times of war, arsenic and wolfram have
been produced, while currently, ‘the possibility of lithium and uranium
explo/itation is being explored. Serpentine/ from the l;re(—-Cambrian Lizard
peninsula, kaolin and slate are the ‘main nc;n—dmetallic rocks quarried.

Cornwall's climate 18 a maritime one, Both its position, pro/;]ecting
southwards into the Atlantic, and its shape, with long ipdentations in the

coastline, help to ensure this. Exposure to rain-bearing winds means that

.
O o )
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all but a narrow coastal fringe receives over 64 cms. per annum, Rain-
fall rises tolover 96 cms, on the higher parts of Bodmin Moor. \

'

Ténpera;ture ranges, both annual and diurnal, are notably small over"
the whole region. “~The eriagion is slight overall but the extreme south-
west (Mount's Bay and the Scilly Isles) has ’the highest temperatures, with
Scilly having a winter minimum (February average) of 6.6°C. During the
last one hundred years tﬁis climatic advantage has been exploited £0F the
production of spring fleld crops. Some of Cornwall's climatic advantages
are offset by the extreme exposure to westerly winds and shelter bécomes of
primary importance for farming, housing and port development.L

The natural vegetation cover, as in all Britain, is much depleted.
The original woodland has been annihilated over the centuries, especilally
in fulfilling the demands of the tin sm:alting industry for fuel. Replanting
is often unsuccessful because of the loss of moisture through excessive
trangpiration, so limiting one remedy for wind exposure, 40 Only the moors
retain their primeval quality. Balchin evokes their character:

Strewn with weathered granitic blocks and covered by heath of

Calluna and Erica associations, marked by occasional ill-drained

peat-bogs, they afford a glimpse of the ngfutal landscape from

which early man wrested his first fields.

- The broad continental shelf off the coasts of the .southswest peninsula,
its waters warmed by the Nortii Atlantic Drift, has given the Cornish easy
access to rich fishing grounds. Shell fishing, line fishing, seining and
drifting have giong been used to provide year-round harvests. However, the
vaga;ies ‘of the pilchard herr&'ing and mackerel migrations over .the cenf:uries
have caused important fluctuations in the industTy.

This physical envifonment is the stage on which the development of
Cornish society has taken place. The naturai resources whi-ch the land of

, -

Cornwall has provided, have been used in a variety of ways in different

+
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pérlods of the past, A study of the historical geography of the area wili

thus bring out the relationship between man and the land in each historic
. ‘

!

period,

I.6 Outline of Chapfers

The approach of the thesis to the historical geography of Cornwall
will be to und(/arline the distinctive features of each selected historic
period. The organisatioq 'of the chapters will reflect this aim. Each will
deal with a period of thé historical geography of Cornwall which has a
distinctive social organi“sati‘on and econom:llc system. F‘rom each period,
therefore, a different landscape pattern has been formed, At the; same tin;e
the continuing processes of historical change will not be forgotten. The
course of history runs in an unceasing stream, , Each system and each period
has grown out of the previous one and islnever entirely separate from it.
As Dobb has noted: ' '

Important elements of (f:ach ﬂnew society, although not

necesgarily the complete embryo of it, are contained

within the womb of the.old; and relics[‘gf an old
society survive for long into the new.

Each new economic system brought with it a distinct utilisation of
the land and changes within the society occupyiné’”it. These successive
occupations will be used to illustrate t}lne progressive incorporation of
Cornwall into the ﬁnglish system in the manner suggested by the core-
periphery mod\el.

The second chapter opens with Cornwall as an autonomous Celtic
community with a primitive though coherent, integrated economy. The Sax/on

and Norman conquests in the tenth and eleventh centuries\broug,ht change to

this society in the form of a feudal organisation of prod’uction'and

Y




P

[P

22,

initiated the integration of Cormwall into the larger English entity. There
followed a period when the population came to be subjects of feudal lords.
Production was based on the land, as it had been In the Celtilc period, but

4 .
now the land was individually not gommunally owned -~ the property of a

feudal lord. usually alien to the g:arnish‘people. By the end of this period
at the start of the sixteenth century Cornwall had been brought more closely
into the orbit of the English egonomy, althou{gh remaining geographically a
remote periphery. Hedges, routeways, churches and villages still remain
in the landscape from this period to give life to the written records,
Chapter Three deals with the perd:oré‘: ‘from the sixtgenth century when |
Cornwall played an increasing role in English affairs within the English
gtate and mercantile capital dominated the society. The pov/ver and wealth
of the local and foreign merchants inc;'eased as the feudal lords of the
previous epoch declined. This was the time when the peasants, fishermen
and miner/s lost control of their means of production. Debt was often the
means by which they were dispossessed of land, boats or 'mining boupds'.43
Gradually the producers of the soclety were forced to sell their labour to
an employer. The merchants with capital to employ this labour and to buy
land, boats or to work the ground for -tin, grew in number and wealth.
From this period the Cornish landscape has inherited bridges: harbour walls
gnd municipal buildings, all of which were constructed to facilitate the
expanding commerce of the day. Smalel‘ towns grew as petty commodity
production :flourished. By now, Cornish society was coming to be penetratgd
culturally as well as the dying-out of the Cornish language #n this period
proves., A growing level of economlc integration meant that Corxrnwall was
making larger contributions through.its exproprilated surplus to England's

I

wealth,
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Chapter Four sees Cornwall in its period of most dramatic change,
when the requirements of the English Industrial Revolution led to the
l }
exploitgtion of minerals from the Cornish mines. This was the period
when power moved from the merchants into the hands of the industrial

capitalists. The land and offshore waters of Cornwall also provided food

for the burgeoning cities of England and for export. Most of the Cornish
working population had become wage labourers, particularly in the mines. ,
Industrial capital, increasingly from English rather than local sources,

was invested in the Cornish mines and fisheries. The profits to the

class owning this capital grew, as greater efficiency and technological

€ §

innovations extracted the maximum from the labour of the producers, The
land'scape of Cornwall carries many marks of this era of great activity, in
ruined engine houses, land covered with spoil, Wesleyan chapels and
scattered granite cottages. This period grﬁed with the c%osure of the mines
at the end of the nineteenth century when emigration became the only hope

for many Cornish. Cornwall's dependency had deepened as it had become al-

most totally integrated into the English economy. The social and economic

influences eménating from the centre during this period of industrial

0

capitalism had repercussions in the periphery, which far outstripped any

t

which had occurred under previous fo\rms of control,
The division between jthe resource production of Cornwall in the
nineteenth century, and its use more specifically as a recreation area in
the twentieth century marks the break between two historic periods.
Essentially, there was continuity in the system of the exploitation by
industrial capital-of the pe:riphery. The growth of the tourist industry
resulted in Cornwall becoming one of the major playgrounds of the JBritish

Isles while other potential avenues of development were sacrificed to its

L
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demands. The fifth chapter.then will look at Cornwall in the "twentieth
century where the tourist industry marks the landscape in its own
characteristic way. The Cdrnish response to the pressure which their
society has undergone has been muted until recent years. Too o’ften its
main expreséion\has conti;xued to be emigration; The formation of Mebyon
Kernow (Men of d rowall) in 1951 signailed the resurgence of a cultural
reaffirmation which this thesis examines as an example of the phenomenon

of a soclety in the twentileth century tentatively trying to define itself

after a thousand years of subordination to external influence.
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(Cowethas Flamank, Bristol, 1979).
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of the manor," Coate.M, op. cit. p.7. ‘ )
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CHAPTER TWO : FEUDAL CORNWALL

II.1 Introduction

Feudalism emerged as a consequence of the intrusiééx -of the Qerma;nic
tribes into the remmants of Roman civilisation din Europe.l The ensuing
social and economic organisation was distinct from eithér the primitive or
ancient modes of production which had engendered ;i.t‘2 Feudal society is
charaéterised by the exploitation of the producers, the peasantry, by a
land ;ristocracy. The feudal lords controlled a significant part of the
means of proauction ~ the land, the woods, the waters and the minerals.
l‘But while the peasants were bound to the lord and to the Aland and were
not free to leave, neither, as owners of their own limited means of produc-

-

tion, could they be evicted. Land was the basis of all production, and

all levels of society ¥Were closely bound to it.3 (

In Cornwall the evolution towards a feudal social formation began
in the tenth and eleventh centuries as the primitive Celtié mode of
production was undermined first by the Saxon, and then by the Norman
conquests. Centuries of Celtic autonomy were terminated by the Sa:gon
Conquest. ’Th:gs period of evolution towards a more differentiated society
was marked by the loss of independence and the incredsing incorporation

of Cornwall first into Weésex, and then into Engldish feﬁdalism. The work-

ings of a centre-periphery process of domination were under way.

" 11.2 Cornwall Before 'the Saxon Conquest

Successive folk waves of people moving out f£rom Central Europe had
contributed towards creating the population which the Saxons found in-

habittng Cornwall in the eighth century, Ea;h group from the Palaeolithic

2

~
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Map No. 3
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'to the Iron Age had left 1its. distinctive traces on the land and had
formed .the distinctive societies, These had been communally-based
societies, a necessity if primitive man were to have/any chance of sur-

viﬁing against the forces of nature.k) The moorlands along the central spine

" of Cornwall bear testimony to these early societies in the proliferation

of gigantic cromlechs and menhirs of the Neolithic period, of the barrows
of tﬁe Bronze Qge,\and of the hillforts and fogous (storage chambers) of
sthe Iron Age.5 On page 32 are the illustrations of two Cornish, Neolithic
rgmains, each in its moorland setting near Lqu's End.

Each new society incorporated the former inhabitants of the land as
itsjmpre lowly members to become the agricultural pFoducers. The metal
working Bronze Age people superseded the Stone Age inhabitants and added
their superiér technical skills to the development of the ensuing society.
Tin traders from the Mediterranean needing Corndish tin, brﬁught new ideas

\
as well as trade items, such as amphorae of o1l and fine artifacts.6 The

-

beautiful Rillaton Gold Cup found in a barrow in central Cornwall is one

such exyample. The workmanship of the clip indicates that 1t came from
- » Nﬁ “

! .
the Mﬁﬁdle East and was either brought from there or fashioned by a crafts-
. i

man who had seen such cups.

Around the fifth century B.C. the Celts came to Cornwall bringing '
a distinct socia} organisation and technology with thém from Central

Europe., The superior skills which the Celts brought to Britain and further
developed there were the basis of_a rich civilisat:ion.7 The Celtic and
nodern names of the six Celtic nations of North~West Europe are shown on
Map No. 3. Cornwall was particularly Interesting to thése metal working
peoples because of its easily accessible mineral wealth, The Celts had

brogressed to the use of iron for tools, but Cormish tin and copper were

« ’
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still valued for the making of decorative artifacts.
Cornwall shared in and contributed to the richness of the Celtic
civilisation. The Cornish Celtic-language was spoken by the people, The

/
wealth.of Celtic literature, based on the‘ofhl tradition of the bards and

druids hgs given the world an insight into the 1maginative/soul of the \
Celt. Beautifully engraved metal work represents oneof their highest
artistic achievements. Metal workshops discovered at St. Mawgan and
Castle Gotha indicate Cornwall's involvement in this aspect of Celt%c art,
‘In fact the mirror style of engraved decoration -6riginated here, in the
souih-west of Britain.8 From Galloway, Scotland, through Wales, to /
Cornwall there stretched a unique school of aculpture thch used geometrical
desigﬁs to decbrate stone crosses, Thuss it may be appreciated how at this
stage of its development Cornwall Vas not a peripheral region, but an - -
1ndependen£ socieky which played a gull part in the life of a wider, rich
civilisation, ,{}
Geographically,‘the location of Cornwall meant it was an important qﬁ
link in the pattern of Celtic routeways crossing the peninsulas of North-
west Europe. These routes, which are indicated on Map No. 3, were used for
both folk migrations and for trade. Several interlocking river systems in

Cornwall allowad'easy passage across the peninsula and its inland hills,

avolding what woyl& have been a hazardous sea Voyage around the Land's End.

‘Cornwall was not remote and distant at this time but at the very hub of

the movements of peopleTand goods. The social and economic qrganisation
of Celtic civilisation throughout Europe was not a centralising one, yet
Cornwall's geographicai poaition and ite wealth of mineral resources clearly

made 1t a focal location in demographte, commercial and cultural terms.
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32.
PREHISTORIC BEGINNINGS

o

., "Ravaged granite stays to mark the lost unlettered dead". A.Craddick

t 1

’Cﬂhq Quoit on Morvah Downs is the only surviving, complete cromlech in
Cornwall (2000 to 1500 B, C. )

2

The Men an Tol (stone wffh a hole, in Cornish) on Morvah Downs; these
stones are the much degraded remains of a double~chambered tomb, and -

the hole could have been the gptrance through which the bodies were
- inserted. ’

1 /
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Celtic society came to be organised hierarchically, Improvements
in agriculture over previous ages had enabled a surplus to be produced
which in turn permitted a stratified development of society, The agri-
cultural workers or bondsmenwere the lowest level of society, with only
the slaves below them, The surplus they produced in food rents enabled
Celtic civilisation to rise to the cultural and technical hedights which

it did, by freeing certain individuals to be bards or druids, others to be

metal workers or warriors.9 A system of kingship evolved. The king had

the obliéation to protect and support the tribe in return for the rents

paid to him and on the basis of the latter enjoyed a higher standard of

living, as the excavations at Castle Dore near Fowey have ghown. Displays S
of Celtic works of art and the eloq;ence of the bards and Jruids emphasise&

his position., Internal control of the tribe, however, was by customary

law with nothing resembling a police force to enforce it. The intense /

regard for democracy and high mQral standards held by the Celts were the

soéiety‘s most treasured values.

With the Roman inyasion of Britain,thé South-west peninsula became
the province of Dumnonia,but Cornwall was only marginally brought into
the Roman Empire in the first ang second centuries A, D.. By thé third :
century {. D. the supply of Spanish tin for the empire was exhausted and ?
the Corn§:E~EI;g::Th§qinow expected to produce foﬁ the state. Tax‘ | ’?
collectors extracted their surplus. In the hierarchically structured h |

Celtic society, the same producers, the fgfmeré, the tin miners, had always

o

paid thelr surplus to those in power over them., But the work load and

rents which had been demanded by the Celtic xulers had represented the

unity of the tribe and its protection, The foreign, Roman tax collectors,

howéver, represented subservience to a conquering power. J
f
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During Celtic times Cornwall was an independent spciety with a
coherent, integrated economy, ruled by its own leaders, and with a strohigly
democratic system. The Romans left the South~west peninsula in the fifth

century a much weaker entity which proved eventually unable to withst nd

the Saxon advances. The Romans sgparated the rulers from their people bx
~encouraging them to adopt Roman customs, aspirations and education, As
Righmond says, '"'These [ the council of jealous tribal notablesld were
encouraged to adopt Roman ways and to give their sons a Roman edycation,
absorbing these things as the inward stamp of a new civilisationp.

this they did more to undermine Celtic society than thelr exac

taxes or their milestones and few relics left on the Cornish landscape

imply.
These centuriés of the development of Celtic society in Cornwall

were an important per{Bd in the evolution of the Cornish consciousness.

A, C. Thomas expresses this notion forcefully: ;

All our subsequent separatisﬁ or idiosyncracies, whether
remarked upon externally or boasted about internally derive
from the status and development of the peninsula i lthat
millenium from 100 B.C. to A.D.900 or thereabouts,. k

It was, then, on the eve of losing its indepen&en e\to thé-Saxons
that Cornwall acquﬂred its own name, Kernow, in th; Cornish Celtic 1anguage.
This word was either derived from the name of the Celti tribe, the Cornavi,
or from 'carn' meaning the land of rocks or horn-shaped/land. The Saxons
rendered it 'Corn-weahlas', the land of straﬁgers,

It is from this period of Céltic independénce t%at twentietﬁ century
Fornieh nation§l§am derives its roots, This thesia, 1& tracing the develop~
ment of the historical geography of Coxnwall, seeks to]discOVer if a jusé

at

claim for twentfeth century autonomy can be based on these ancient roots.
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\ »
The Celtlc past of Cornwall has left its mark but finely etched on the
landscape. However,in the concept of 'Cornish continuity', this past is
more distinctly recalled by s;cholar:s.12 It is a link which history, place

names and dialect forge with that distant Celtilc past.

'

11.3 Saxon Conquest P
I

| At the time of the Saxon Conquest, Cornwall was known as Kernow to
its native inhabitants, the 'Kernewek'}awho were the only independent
Celts left in thej South-west of Britain. Kernow had its own native rulers
until the eleventh century, although from the eighth century they owed
Aallegiance to the Saxons. The society of Kernow must have retained some
of its inmer strength, although weakened by invasions and m:lrgrations,
during the Cornish Celts' long resistence to the Saxon advance. Wessex
recognised Corn—waahla_s with distinct laws, even while it dominated the
area politically and so the Kernewek retained much of their individuality.
Devon had fé;llen to the Saxons earlier, in the seventh century A. D:}a
The high proportion of Saxon place names in Devon, (65 per cent), indicates
intensive Saxon\ ettlement east of the Tamar. Many Celts from the South-

west had migrated to Brittany in the fifth and sixth centuries A. D., and

many ‘had fléd westwards beyond the Tamar in the face of Saxon advances.

The Roman province of Dumnonia was no more and the Tamar became a cultural

which in Kernow survived memories of a Celtic past, for-

boundary beyon

gott}en in Devo

,[ [y
percentage of Celtic place names (eighty per cent). The strongest areas of

& -

!
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Essentially, the Saxons came to Kernow as aggressors to conquer an

alien land and to supplant the Celtic laws, customs and institutionms,

-~ which had evolved there. Elements of racism have been noted in the

treatment the Celts received from the conquerors. Alcock refers to a
process of expulsion and extermination of .the Celts:l'7 while H‘echter finds
an element of racism in Saxon—-Celtic relations déspite the lack of a
basis in colour differences}aand Finberg quotes an historical document
which oéf ers clear proof of antagonism betwéen the ﬁ;,zo peoples:

Having cleansed the city [Exeter ]of its defilement by wiping

out that filthy race[ Britons] he [Aethelstan ] fortified it 19

with towers and surrounded it with a wall of square hewn stone.

Following the Saxon warrio;'s came peaceful Saxon colonists intending
to make a home on the conquered territo;’y west of the Tamar. Even where
the Celts and Saxons lived in close proximity, social relations between then;
seem not to have been close. Ttlua feelings of superiority of the conquering
Saxons are indicated by the small number of Celtic loan words drawn into
the English language.zo Language became a weapon used by the victors to,
create inequalities hetween themselves and the conquered, &5 it so often
has throughout history.21 ’

The strongeat feature of the cultural unity and strength of any
people is its speech. Language, or the decline of it, is a useful
indicator to measure changes in a society. Map No. 5 illustrates)l(_\
gradual retreat of the Cornish language along the length of the Cornish
peninsu}a. The us; of Saxon, then Fren;:h,‘ then English t/;y the successive
do?inator/s of KernowL had the effect of cutting off the native inhabitants
from participating in their own society in any but the 1ow11e“s§ positions.
Calvet examines this process in a broad context and comes to -the conclusion

that, "in medieval England as in the colonies today...language is not simply
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Map No. 5 .
THE PROGRESSIVE RETREAT OF THE CORNISH LANGUAGE '
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a means of communication, it becomes a means of oppression."22 The Celts
in the east of Kernow soon ceased to speak their native tongue, and by
the end of the period dealt with in this _chapter half of the peninsula was
English-gpeaking. 23

Kernow succumbed much earlier in history than the other remaining
Celtic nations to the Saxon advance. The society hiqi already been affected
by migration which had undermined its unity. Comsiderable Irish itmni’gration
Ioccurred at about the same time as hgavy emigration to Brittany. The
other Celtic lands had geographic advantages in the mountainous interior
fastnesses where the old ways could be safeguarded. Wales, for example,
preserved the Welgh languaée in the mountainous areas, although much of the
rest of the country came under English pressure. Kernow was, in the tenth
century, as it is today, the Celtic nation much the most accessible and

]
weakest in the face of the larger dominating neighbour.

Territorial expansion and conquest, which later in history turned

.

much of the world into underdeveloped peripheries for the European centre
had their precursor in Kernow in the eleventh century. It was from this
|

time that Kernow became a periphery on the outskirts of a larger country

and lost 1ts native name.

I1.4 Cornwall After the Saxon Conquest

The Land
o

The land of Corn-weshlas which the Saxons had acquired by conques't
was only in patches markedly fertile. The upland areas suffered then, as
now, from too much rain and too little sun for good cereal crops. 1;1 no

" historical epoch has the land been bounpeouf. It must thereforg,; have been
a heavy burden to the medieval Cornish peasants to provide the 'agri-
24

cultural surplus’ demanded by thedir various lords.

——— (ORGSR
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This surplus was now diverted from the Celtic rulérs to the new
owners of the land, the Saxon lords.25 The lord was an alien, and the
Celts were agaln, as in Roman times, a conquered race. Furthermore, in
contrast with the democratic princ;ples of Celtic law, Anderson suggests
that under the Saxons slavery affected one fifth of the population in the

Celtic west of Britain.26

Celtic and Saxon serfs became the ﬁrdlucers who paid rents in kind
and in labour. Agri;ulture in medieval times was characterised by mixed
farming, and in Cornwall the climate suited the growth of grass and the
keeping of stock. Small areas grew cereals for local consumpti;n despite
the lack of sun for ripening. The illustrations on page 41 show country-
side, whic£ today in the 1980's, bears much resemblance to its appearance
in the Middle Ages and even earlier. Huge stone and earth hedges, which
still remain, provided shelter for small plots from the Atlantic gales in
the far west of Cormwall. The long, narrow fields of much of the rest of
Cornwall perserve the pattern of later enclosure. FPlaces such as
Kilkhampton, Camelford and Helgton were settlements with hybrid Celtic-
Saxon names, where the pattern of the open fields mﬁy still be deciphered.
(Seé Map No. 4) ‘

The Normah Conquest in the eleventh century which followed the
Saxon settlement was based less on a mass movement of people looking for
new lands to cultivate than on a group of leaders seeking to extend their
power. They brought to Englap& with them, and further developed, a
feudal structure of society under which the dominant landed class
established a stronger hold on the means of production thaé in the

A
preceding Saxon period. The efficiency of the Domesday Book in recording

the available wealth testifies to the importance the Normans placed on land

i i i i e RO Pt 18 4 R wa AR me e e
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TRADITIONAL CORNISH RURAL AREAS

Both these photogrdphs, taken in 1980, show areas in the Land's End

, peninsula where the rural landscape has changed little over the centuries.
' Some of the hedges in the peninsula date from Celtic times. There is
harmony here between man-made features and the natural enviromment,

where church, houses and hedges are consqructed from the granlte which

outcrops on the hills. \ .
!
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they had conquered. The Domesday Records for Cornwall in 1086 indicate
that the area had been affected by war, serlous crop failtire or disease (or
pe;:l}aps all three). Much pasture was recorded but few animals, much
plc;ughland but few ploughs, and the land had fallen in value‘from 1066 to
1686. In all, Cornwall at the end of the eleventh century was a region
thinly populated and meagerly cultivated.27

The Cornish peasantry were not prosperous under the Normans. Most
wei:e unfree tenants, (98 pe’r cent), and two-thirds of these were in the
lowest ‘t:wo categories of 'bordari' and 'servi'.z8 The landscape of Cc.:»rnwall
still carries the record of Cornish discontent in the remains of some of
the eilght castles which were erected by the Normans to secure it (see Map
No. 4). [

The Cornish landscape has two further heritages specific to the
early Middle Ages. The high ‘stqne and earth hedges which still surround
most Cornish fields have /a long }:}‘lystory. Some had surrounded Celtic
enclosures; others, had their origin from the thirteenth century when much
land was enclosed in Cornwall. It was, in fact, some of this early enclosure
which stole the commonlands from the communal use of the peasantry and which
has left the €ornish landécape bereft of these open spa/ces, e;:cept in the
hear;t\& of the bleakest moorland area.29 Stamg underlines the import ce\of
the cox;monsu which "probably a‘gnj:edate the idea of private property land,
and are therefore of vast antiquity." Tl'}e Celtic 'outfields';™ 0T in
Cornish 'hewas', meaning 'summer farm', survive only as place nﬁmes.So
Crawford ieloquently describes the "sweeping curve of intake from the downs",
in his discussion of the nature of the hedges built around these intakes.

s
The Cornish medieval peasant thus lost a€cess to these areas which could




()

43,

prolviade' a ugseful supplement to hit& marginal existence, . )

The type of landowner who carried out this —early enclosure is
represented in the records of 1209 by the men of the Shire Court, the lesser
nokles, who purchased the freedom of Cornwall from sthe exigencies of Royal
Forest Law. It seems likely, as Balchin suggests, that this newly acquired
freedom over their land,by the land owners,would have led them to colonise
it as intensively as possible, PFurthermore demographic pressure made stch
golonisation especially attractive.

Some thousands of new farms came into existence in the nex.t ¢

five generations, before the Black Death put a temporary

stop to the onward march of axe and3ipade and eased the

pressure of population on the land.

-

After the Norman Conquest much of the land of Cornwall remained in
2

the hands of those close to the Crown.3 This proximity was ratified in
1537 when Cornwall was made a Duchy, the inherited property of the king's
eldest son.33 Map No. 6 shows the original Duchy estates, The Seventeen
Ancient Manors. Although the Duchy landg,in 1337 were not as egﬁztensive as
they had been in Norman days, the land which the Royal Earls disposed of
would have gone to those likely toc be sympathetic to them and their aims,
s0 helping to minti;n a strong presencie of royal power in Cornwall.' The
Duchy lands came to be exploited in a varlety of ways throughout history
by their owners, the\ Dukes of Cornwall. Rpyal journeys and) vars were
financed from tallage of the Duchy manors.34 From time to time, the lands
were sold to replenish royal ?offers or to buyn political support.. The
comparative efficienci and continuity of the institutionalised administrat-
ion ensured that rents and coinage on tin flowed from Cornwall, the

periphery, to London, the centre. Towards the mid-fourteenth century, in

response to demographic pressure, the leases of Duchy land were made of

[
'

shorter duration and subject to more frequent revisions ofaxtent.:”s There
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Map No 6

LANDS  HELD BY 11 DUCHY OF CORNWALL AT ITS FORMATION IN 1337
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was, at this time, such a demand for land that leases could easily be
filled if tenants were dispossessed or rents raised. Mandel states the
principle which the Duchy applied: '
Landowners try to make tenancies renewable as frequently
ag possible (annually, if they can), so as to ensure a 6
correspondingly regular increase in differentia/l rent.”
The exigencies of the feudal system and the relative poverty of the
801l in Cornwall all indicated a hard life for the medieval p:aasant. The
- z&Lay Subsidy of 1334 gave the asses“sed wealth of Cornwall as among the
1":>west: of the Engli'sh counties - a quarter of that of the richér south
and east of England. Postan estimates that more than half the produce of
customary land in England generally -~ the surplus value - would be taken in
payments to the manor; this would leave the average family with ''just
enough to keep body and soul ,together".37 Life for the Cornish peasant
would have been a8 hard as for any in Britain, ‘

In the late Middle Ages changes occurred which were eventually resp-
onsible for the break up of the feudal system. The commutation of rénts, -
money rents replacing rents in kind or in labou‘r ~ was obviously particular-
1y attra;:tive to absentee landlords. In Cornwall this applied to Church
holdings and those of absentee nobles as well as those of the Duchy. The
anomaly arose that the feudal system manifested this éspect of decomposition
most rapidly in the most remote and backward parts of the country. The
flows of money to London were most rapld from the peripheries,

Mandel points out the importance of this step in the evolution from
feudalism to capitalism and the way it led the peasants into the market
economy :

\ In pre—capitalist society, the transformation of ground rent
from rent in kind into money rent ig already in itself a sign

of social decomposition. It presupposes an extensive develop-
ment of the production and circulation of commodities, and

also the circulation of money. It is by selling part of their
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production that the peasants obtain the money they mneed
to pay this new form of rent that they owe to their
feudal lords.J?

Cornish peasants placed in this position of having to market their produce
found some relief in the ready demand from the increasing number of their
countrymen specialising in tin mining, an activity on the increase by the
late fourteenth century, .

The pressure on the land, prior to the Black Death, was caused by the
increkge in the population in relation to the low level of technical skillt;
to solve problems of shortages and im;rease agricultural productivity. To
combat such pressures the frontiers of land reclamai:ior; were extended as
far as possible along Cornwall's internal frontier. This meant climbing
the inhospitable slopes of the granite moorlands to heights which, when
last occupied in the Bronze Age, had enjoyed a milder climate. The hedges
and granite walls of the abandoned village of Trewortha, (see Map No. 4),
remain to testify to thes; advances on Bodmin Moor. The medieval peasant,
trapped between the demands of his feudal lord, his own limited technology
and a growing population, was driven to harsh extremes. The Black Death
in 1349 terx;iinated the demographic pressure and permanent séttlement has
never returned to the higher moorland slctpes.40

After the Black Death the comparative shortage of labour and rise
in wages led many lords to lease their land rather than employ labour.
With this change in land tenure the more advantaged peasants gained a
competitive edge over their fellows. Differences widened in the country-
side between a growing, prosperous yeoman class on the one hand and a rural
proletariat on the other. Dobb refers to the more prosperous peasants ln
England as a sort of 'kulak“‘\ class, who despite the general destitution

of the late fourteenth  and fifteenth centuries managed to base its

4
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prosperity on the need of the rest, ''Village poverty has always been the
41

soil on which the village usurer and petty employer can best feed".
Salvi sees in such people, in Cornwall, a native class of smaJaJ‘. landowners
emerging for tl}e first time since the Norman and Saxon t;onquests;42 while

\
Rowse recognises a "common element o& Cornishry", in these smaller landed
families.43 Matthew de Treveggen represents anothizr level of successful !
farmers, Starting as a bond-tenant of the Duchy, renting a cottage and a
small enclosure, he managed in his life to amass ten head of cattle, four
acres of grain, £ 10 in possessions and purchase a Cornish acre, (a Cornish
acre was equal to between forty and fifty English acres).

The ruling ’families who controlled the economic, social and
political life of Cornwall underwent considerable changes after the Wars of
the Roses. (1455 ~ 1458) their fortunes depending on where their allegiancg
had lain. The Trevelyans rose from being small farmers, with the benefits
they received from royal favours; the Edgcumbe family has left the opulent
Cotehele Mansion to signify its successes; and the Treffrys built Place House
to stand watch over the port of Fowey from which they extracted their fortune.
Map No. 10 shows the location of thgsg mansicfins. By contrast the Bodrugan
family declined. Their ostentatious way of living and lawless habits were mnot
the style of the hard:-headed businessmen of the new elite. This new elite

was a merchant class which arose to benefit from the surplus produced by the

majority,as the power of the feudal lords declined. Aristocratic families

—

who joined this new trend and 'succeeded in commerical, minﬁé: shiéping or

other activities could emhance their family's ‘wealth and standing in the
/
county. The merchants' mansions built from this time on still grace the

Cornish landscape,
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Map'No. 7 MEDIEVAL TOWNS & BOROUGHS IN CORNWALL &

THEIR TWENTIETH CENTURY STATUS
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Thg soclal and economic changeg within feudalism which engendered
the decline of the system had been generateg largely at the metropolitan
centre, not it.l the remote, backward'areas, such as Cornwall, The English
monarchy strengthened its centralised power after Bosworth, having brought
the recalcitrant nobles to their knees. Under the new absolutist order
of the Tudors,Cornwall was brought closer into the affairs of the English
centre through the power which the Duchy exercised. Cornwall's special
status was no longer recognised and the last laws specific to the Cornish

were passed in 1485.

I1.5 The Growth of Towns

Towns began to develop in this périod with the varied economy of
Cornwall as their economic base., The efféct of' the centralised English
control at this stage of its deveiopment brought Cornwall, the periphery,
into the orbit of England's exﬁanding commercial economy and enabled it to
benefit from the larger markets thus available. Hatcher points out how
buoyant the economy of Cornwall was despite its relatively small population:

Within Cornwall agriculture was only a part of a diversified

economic' structure which featured mining, fishing and.shipping,

as well as textile manufacture, ‘quarrying and shipbuilding,

which all assumed some importancelig’the fifteenth century.

Tweéty—five”seignorial boroughs wéﬁe established in.Cornwall between
the eleventh and fourteenth centuries, Map No. 7 shows these boroughs, of
which only half grew to sufficient size to acquire a mayor.as~ Hamlets and
villages had traditiohall} formed the Cornish settlement pattern, and all

of these still'carry Celtic names. The medieval boroughs, however, with

their majority of foreign residents, were a new phenomena developed by

‘the landowmers- for the profits the& might bring. Henderson, a Cornish

historian, called them "plants of exotic growth".46 They were agents of
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change in the rural-based Cornish society, providing as they did a source
. /
of new ideds and alternative opportunities to manorial feudalism.

The records provide evidence to show how the landowners benefitted
]

from the activities of one seignorial borough. Mitchell, now a tiny hamlet

’

on the central plateau of Cornwall, was developed by the Arundell family
which owned the land and accumulated wealth from its agricultural surplus,
Rowse, after detailing the income the Arundell family derived from rents,

fines, and profits from the annual fair, observed that these emabled the

manor to make

-

...its ,contribution to the sustenance of the rich and gracious
family 1iving at Lanherne, building its fine house, bringing
up its children, laying out its money on rich stuff, brocades
damasks, jewels, fine linen ~~ all things which appear in the
Arundell wills of the time -- enabl%t}g it to play 1its part in
Cornish affairs and further afield.

Rowse underlines the process of 'primitive accumulation'l's, the

process whereby the surplus labour of the peasant is transformed into

conspicuous consumption or profit.s for the aristocracy. He continues: ,
So these things were connected together,’the small and the

great, the produce of the soill tzgnsmuted into a higher way
of life, of leisure and culture., ~°

Even from the smallest towns in Cornwall, as elsewhere, a bourgeoisie
was able to grow in power and riches on the basis of appropriating the

surplus from the labour of the producers.

11,6 Tin Mining

Klluvial tin had been "s:reamedﬁso from many of the rivers flowing

.

from the granite massés and across the surrounding mineralised, metamorphic

Jv

aureoles for centuries. Not until the end-of the period dealt with in this

chapter were these supplies sufficiently exhausted and technology

sufficiently advanced to warrant the development of underground mining.Sl

-

P T Y
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( " Tin mining was important to Cornwall's economic development in the
Middle Ages., Hatcher estimates that oney in ten workers in earlj,,f fifteenth
Y century Cornwall was engaged in the mining industry. 52 In the twelfth
century, Devon had had the greater production, but from the thirteenth
' ) century, when the alluvial deposits of Devon began ‘to be exhausted, UCornwall

) came to the fore as the major European producer.

Geographically, the centres of prpddction gradually moved westwards.

In 1305 Lostwithiel and Bodmin were.fhe main coinage towns;

Penzance in the far west had ¥een made a coinage town and grew to import-
ance as such. At the begdnning of this pqxj.od mining was a part time
: Ioccupation along with suﬁnsistence agricul‘ﬁure and fishing, but by the end
it had become a full time specialised activity for many.
From 1197 the miners were organised under the Stannary Parliament

with their own laws and courts. The free tinners were given certain
“ .

privileges but these were compensated for by the "coinage tax" charged on

ae ot er e

all tin producéd, and paid to the crown.”> The Stannary had. freedom of

- e ena

production as its underlying principle rather than the more protective aims

: of most medieval guilds. It was this expansionist framework which enabled
the Stannary to survive until the nineteenth century, responding as it
did to the demands of different systems, including that of emerging .

capitalism. ,

- The incogporation of Cornwall into the English Crown as Duchy in

;- 1337 had its effect on the mining indus'tty. Both tin prc;duc'tion and coinage

>4 The amount of tin

|

produced in 1337 was not comsistently surpassed, in fact, until the advent
. : /

(> of deep mining, with improved technology, towards the end of the seventeenth

duty showed rises of 62 per cent between 1306 and 1337,

century. .
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The harsh working conditions and pover'é:y of the Cornish tinners had
made them susceptible to the plague in the years of the Black Dea.th.55 In
1349 the Duke of Cornwall, the Black Prince, ’was urging tinners to expend
as muc}; labour and capital as before to restore the ‘industry. How:aver by
mid-century the records show a fall in the production of tin from ‘which'
the industry did not recover until the end of the fourteenth century.

Despite the organisation of the free tinners as self-employed
workers, inequalities began to enter the mining industry from an early
stage. If one miner could achieve an advantage over his fellows at the
bound:,lng, in spite of the Stannary regulations, then he could afford to
employ his less fortunate neighbour. Moreover the' coinage towns where the
tin was taxed and sold might be many miles from the works, and the number
of stampings per year was few.i Thus producers fell into debt to bridge over
the time of need and the rates of interest charged by the merchants and
smelterers lending money were high. A miner's difficulties compounded
once he was in debt. He lost the indlependence of being\a self-employed
free tinner and had to get a living by hiring his labour to anmother. As
early as 1342 there were complaints that large producers welre forcing
Stannary workers to work for them,for a penny a day,when previously they
had worked twenty pence worth of tin for themselves. By the fourteenth
century one such entrepreineur, Abraham the tinner, had over three hundred
workers in his employ. The t’:inners were thus being separated from thei;:
means of production, sometimes forcibly. Dobb, in his study of the
formation of a proletariat among the Cornish tinmers o/f this period, finds
it one of the earliest manifestations of the process t:;aking place anywhere.

As time passed, each development in the Stannary Parliament eroded

-

the rights of the small producer. . The cost agreement system, for example,
t

£a
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allowed one member .of a group of miners to be excused from labour, in feturn
for a money payment for his share of the bounding, This sanctioned the
custom that people who were not producers could benefit from the mine.

In 1495 Henry VII appointed two extra coinages to help the tinneré,
but he was sbon démanding extra taxes to help fight the Scots. The Cornish
miners were sufficiengly incensed to march to London in rebellion. Led by
An Gof, a blacksmith, and Flamank, a lawyer, fifteen thousand Cornish were
effective enough to threaten the English capital for a day.before being
défeated and dispersed.

Another control on the industry detrimental to the producers and to
Cornwall was the buying monopoly of the London Guild of Pewterers. Most
elaboration of tin for the ubiquitous, medieval, domestic vessels was
carried on in London. Acts of ?arliament in the sixteenth century even
served to tighten the Guild's control of the manufacturing of pewter.

In no other sector of the Cornish economy is the intrusion of London
into local affairs more marked, in this period, than in the mining industty,
The valué and use of tin in the Middle Ages was so great that restrictions
were placed on all aspects of its productio; and distribution by the central
authorities. The.profits to be gained were such that the local tin worker
began to lose control of the industry and the means of production passed to
others. Imevitably the cards were stacked against the small producer - the
free tinner, _?he periphery, then sent its surplus product to the centre

both in the 'form of unelaborated tin, a valuable resource, and coinage taxes.
!
3]

I1.7 Fishing

¥

' The Cornish have always sought part of their livelihood from the sea.
P

The long and 1fﬁented coastline ensures that feﬁ places in the county are
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}ar from tﬂe coast where the warm, Gulf Stream waters and broa& Atlantic
Shelf attract shoals of fish to breed, '

However, the industry was not organised on any scale until the
fourteenth century when specialised fishing settleme;ts such as Polperro,
St, Ives and Por£ Isaac first appear in the reéords. Mevagissey, an
important port, is ngt mentioned until 1404. By the fifteenth century,
engineering skills and the demand for fish were sufficiently advanced that
the bullding of pier§ énd breakwaters proceeded at MousePole, Newlyn, St.
Michael's Mount and Newquay (see Map No. 4). The illuStratign of Mousehole
on page 55 shows the extent of the comstructions needed to protect even
small harbours from the Atlantic storms.

The spur which gave the impetus to this harbour development was the
winning of the markets which had previously belonged to the Baltic herring
fisheries. From the fifteenth century, Cornwall began to supply the
Catholic Mediterranean countries with pilchards. The structure of the
fishing industry underwent considerable changes to enable it to supply this
overseas market. Capital had to be invested in bigger vessels /to transport
the fish to Italy-and Spain; cellars were necessary for the packinglof the
fish in barrels of brine. Local and English merchants provided the
necessar} capital and haé the knowledge to act as intermedia;ies to
facilitate this trade.57 Conseauently the ownership of boats, nets and
cellars gradually passed into the hands of th% merchants as the structure
of the industry altered. The importance of theée small Cornish harbours
and their trade to the English Crown is indicated in the building of
St. Mawes and Pendennis Castles on either side of the entrance to the Fal
estuary, where Falmouth and Truro are now situated, by Hemry VIII in the

years 1539 - 1543, The 11lustration on page 55 ig of St. Mawes, one of

the twin castles.

L
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FISHING AND COASTAL ACTIVITY
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Mousehole, situated on Mount's Bay, (See Map No. 4), was a busy harbour
as early as the thirteenth century. Most Cornish ports developed in the
next two centuries, when the fish export trade demanded good facilities,

» and technical skills were adequate for their construction.. These same
plers and harbour walls contribute to the infrastructure of the twentieth
century tourist industry.
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(" ) St, Mawes Castle,(with its twin, Pendennis,; across the Fal estua:;y), was
j © built by Henry VIII as part of the coastal defences of England, These -
. two fortresses indicate how important Cornish harbours and inlets were
to England by the sixteenth century. .

Lo
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- although they brought the Cornish Church back ipto the mainstream of

56.

The working fisherman like the free tinner now began to be
sepérated from his meané of production and his surplus product became the
merchants' profit. As the industry changed, the catching of fish te )
satisfy local demands - production for use ~ was sup‘ez:'seded by £he catching
of fish for overseas trade - production for the market. This process thus

illustrates a further facet of the core-periphery model -~ the incorporation

of production of staples, in the manner described here.

II. 8 The Process of Cultural Incorporation

Laaa®
o

%, ,
The Church in the Middle Ages was one of the main social and

cultural institutions of British societies. The Cornish Celtic Church had
already lost much of its autonomy and land to the Saxon conquerors in the
ninth cem:ury.58 It was completely destroyed in 1050 in the sense that it

lost its own customs, theology and language of worship. These changes

severed cultural links between Cornwall and the other Celtic counttries,

European (Roman) Church theology and organisatiof.
The geographical movement of the Cathedral| is a further indication
that the control was gradually removed from local|hands. The Saxons took

ns in 931 A.D., then in

the centre of power from Padstow, east to St. Ge

|

1040, the Cathedral was moved out of Cornwall to Crediton, near Exeter in
Devon, and Celtic abbots were replaced with Saxon bishops.' In the

process of these moves, much Cornish literature was| lost, along with Cornish
4
|

medieval music. Lo

The clan-based abbeys at Tintagel, Gwithian and st. Pirans, inhabited
&

by hermits, were abandoned and larger monastic foundations created at St.

Germans and Crediton. The Celtic Church had always tolerated native laws

-
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and customs, despite its historic role of undermining the Celtic social
system.sg The conquering Saxon and Norman branches. pf the Church however,
held ﬁheir allegiance to Canterbury or Rome, far from Cornwall, Such
bowerful centralising forces had a significant impact on the cultural life
of the people, asthe political ;nd economic pressures had on tixe economic
organisation of the periphery, Cormwall. N

The Church, whatever its form, extracted its sha;e of the surplus
product. The heavy burden of building one hurtdred and thirty Norman
churches fell to less than 20,000 Cornish, the population in the early

4 4
eleventh century. Tithes from the Cornish had to support a ”clergy which

60

The Church by the fourteenth cenu;ry was probably becoming a less
alien institution despite all the changes it had undergone. Nevertheless
the gulf b,etween the people and the Church heirarchy continued, A retir-
ing Archdeacon, Adam- de Carleton, voiced his discontent with the situation;
writing in 1342, he complained that he could not communicate with the
Cornish and found them rebellious and difficult to.c"otrect.Gl

The most significant bridge between the cv.;lture of the people and the:
Church lay in the gwary miracle plays produced in the 'Plen an Gwary' or ‘
village amphitheatre. They imparted moral teachings in a somewhat ;@bald : \ o

e 4

but popular form in the language of the people, Cormnish. ,

y/"/“*x ‘

I1.8 Conclusion

1.
7

Cornwall's history as an independent entity ended with the Saxon
Conquest vhich was followed by the gradual -imposition of a feudal s?stem of
economic organisation, By the end of this feudal pex;ioé ’the Cornish land-
acape had been considerably altered by man. His inc?eased technical skills

4
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and his increased mumbers since prehistoric times meant that a deeper
imprint was etched onto the land. Man was no longer restricted to the
lighter woodland areas of the higher slopes and exposed headlands. By the
end of this period, a detailed‘network of roads and settlements patterned
Cornwall.

Celtic hamlets grew into villages, many of which Egye to be dominated
by their feudal manor, some éew bearing the names of thJ Saxon conquerors
and surrounded by open fields. Most villages had a subdtantial church by
the end of this period whether of Celtic, Saxon or Norm]n dé&ication.

These churches may be considered to symbolise the strength of the Cornish
ethnic conthunity in the early Middle Ages in all aspects of cultural life -
religion, 1ang;age, literature and music. While this cultural distinction
survived beyond the feudal period, it céme to be geverely eroded by the
dominant English culture.62 This pattern of cultural change embodies but
one illustration of the workings of the core-periphery : del which this
thesis examine;.

The medieval boroughs founded in Cornwall were especially attractive
to foreigners. Even if only half of them generated the anticipated g;owth,
each had its impact on the surroﬁnding agricultural area with its market,
fair, court, or as a local commercial centre.

.The economic life of Cornwall was a varied one. Stone hedges were
built to surround agricultural land as it was brought into cultivation,
the small, squarish fields of the Celtic intakes from the moors were
succeeded by somewhat 1arger,‘rectangular ones, Alluviallworkfngs;and
small adit mines pock-marked the Cornish landscape as surface working for
tin, lead and copper proceeded. Each free miner had his own bounding

although some were already losing the economic independence thia\agforded.

\
¢
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Fishing ports acquired harbour walls and piers in this period to protect
the boats of the fledgling fishing industry,

The Cornish people were still mainly masters of their own means of
production to the end of this period, Most still had access to the land

to cultivate it, to the waters to fish in, and to the rivers to stream

(dredge) and wash their tin. But the fines, dues, rents and tithes demand-
ed from them in each of ;hese activities were a heavy burden. Specialis-
ation of function had not yet proceeded very far and the same individual g
was exploited as peasant, fisherman and tinmer by the successive owners
of the land. The pressing and growing demands of the English Crown anh
feudal lords caused the pace of economic activity to accelerate during
this period. 1In response, man's alteration of the natural environment
likewise increased.

The next chapter will discuss how the break-up of the féudal mode of
production resulted in its replacement by mercantilism, Thence the process
of incorporation of Cornwall into)England, the periphery into the centre,

proceeded apace. The landscape came 'to be further changed as more special-

igsed demands were made on the society and in turn as man made differénc

demands on the land of Cornwall.
# ]
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FEUDAL CORNWALL
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of Cornwall. The Church owned 19 per cent and the rest remained in
Celtic or Saxon hands,

Hull.L., "Caption of Seisin of the Duchy .of Cornwall', Devon and

C.meall_mm_ﬁmiﬂx_hmlnﬂ_i_ogJ New Series Vol. 17

(Torquay, 1971).
Roche,T . W.E., op. cit. p. 155.

Hatcher.J.,"A diversified economy: later medieval Cornwall"
Economic Historical Review (2nd series. No. 22, 1969) pp. 208-227,
214, . .

Mandel.E., op. cit. p. 282.

Postan.M,M., The‘Medieval Economy and Society, (Penguin Books,
Harmondsworth, 1972, 1976) pp. 145 - 146,

Dobb.M., op. cit. p. 16.

“"Medieval soclety was characterised by the compulsory performance
of surplus labour by producers: producers who were in possession
of their own primitive instruments of cultivation and were attached

to the land,"

Prince,H., "About half Marx for the transition from feudalism to
capitalism'., Area (Vol. 11, No. 1, 1979) pp. 47 - 50,

"The introduction of money rents and the production of wool, hides
and metals for the market began earlier in peripheral regions, in
coloniai territories and at the margins of cultivation than in the
commercial core of south—east England, close to the channel ports.”

Mandel.E., op. cit., p. 272.

Ziegler.P., The Black Death (Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1969,
1976)

Dobb.M., op. cit. p. 60 - 62,

Salvi.S., op. cit. p. 441,
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oA-Lo, Oop. cit, P 130,
Hatcher.J., Rural Economy and Socleéety in the Duchy of Corpwall,

p. 253, / .

Hatcher,J., ﬁEid. P. 29, .[
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K 63,

Flatres.P., Géographie Rurale de Quatre Contrées Celtiques
Irlande, Galles, Cornwall Man (Librairie Université J. Pithon,
Rennes, 1957) p. 351,

Henderson.C., op., cit, p. 6 and p. 26.

Rowse.A.L., op, cit., pp. 52 - 53,

'primitive adcumulation' is "nothing else than the historical process
of divorcing the producer from the means of production...the

expropriation of the agricultural producer, of the peasant, from the
soil is the basis of the whole process.'" Dobb.M., op. cit. p. 223.

wse.A.L., op. cit., pp. 52 - 53.

lstreamed’ Str)é”aﬁling is the process of washing alluvial tin from
ivers, The tin deposits in rivers vary in size from sand~like
rains to that of a small egg.
1 !
Lewis.G.R., The Stannaries. A Study of the Medieval Tin Miners of
Cornwall and Devon, (D, B, Bartom, Truro, 1908, 1965), p. 2.
|

/Hatcher.J., op. cit., p. 32.
|
/
i

J
/

"coinage. tax" A corner or "coin" was cut from each block of tim to
prove that the royal tax had been paid. As well as norman coinage
extra taxes, tallage, could be raised when the royal needs dictated.
Halliday.F, E. A History of Cornwall (Duckworth, London, 1959)

p. 115, (Richard I's exactions)

Roche,T,W,E,, The King of Alemayne p. 155, The exactions of Richard
I in the twelfth century are repeated by Rlchard, Earl of Cornwall,”
his nephew, in the thirteenth century,

Lewis.G,R., oE. cit. p. 252 and p. 259, !

Ziegler.P., op. cit., p. 140,

Dobb.M., op. ecit., p. 48.
"The destructive effect of the plague itself must have been fanned

by the malnutrition of the population (mortality from the pestilence
apparently being proportionately, greater among the masses)..."

Dobb.M., op. cit. pp. 242 - 250.
-Rowe.J., op. cit, p. 265.

| N
Hoskins.W.G., )
Finberg.H.P.R.,) op. cit. p. 22

Ellis.P,B., A History of the Irish Working Class (G. Draziller,
New York, 1973) p. 27,

"Although it was the church which had the historic role of under-
mining the Celtic social system, the system was fated to be over-
thrown by a strong centralised system from outside 1in the, light of
Europedn social development,” {a ,
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Darby.H.C,, op, ¢it. p. 77
Hatcher.J., op, cit. p. 2

Hechter,M., op. cit. p., 57

"In sum, prior to the expansion of the English state in the
sixteenth century two characteristic types of social organisation
had evolved in the British Isles, largely, but not totally, based
on regional ecological differences."

The types of social organisation were Celtic in /the north and
west, and Saxon in the south and east.
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CHAPTER III : CORNWALL IN THE AGE OF MERCANTILE CAPITALISM 1500-1750
v

I1T1I.1 Introduction

]

The period of Cornwall's historical geography, dealt with in this
chapter, is that in which the merchants grew to prominence in the economic,

political and cultural affairs of the county. Feudal structures had been

undermined from within the society.and a money economy, trade and urbanisation -
i .

had brought further pressures to bear on a society in decline and on &’
ruling class whose power was now increasingly di‘minished.l In terms of the
core-periphery model Cornwall was in this period of mercantilism being
ever more rapidly brought under the aegis of English control.

During this period a growing proportion of Cornish producers lost
control of their means of productioﬁ. As feudalism declined, the peasants'
place on the land came to be increasingly insecure. The free miners too

were driven by debt to become wage earners.  Working fishermen could not

finance an expanded fishing trade. The rise of the bourgeoisie was built

on the formation .of the people into a p::olt‘ztm:'im:.:Z The capital which the
merchants had acquired was now invested in undertakings which would bring
a profit, rather than being spe;xt on luxuries as the previous landed
ruling class had.3 The land, the mines, the fisheries, trade. and small
commodity production in the towns, all attrﬁct;ed their, interest as
pol:gtically, culturally and in economic terms they became the leaders of
soclety — the commercial bourgeoisie.4

The progressive drawing of Cormavall intc? the English national scene
which occurred between the sixteenth‘ and eighteenth centuries was part of
;a process already begun, and the prelude to} an even closer integration in

-

the centurw:les to follow. The other Celtic countries of the British Isles

-
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managed to retain some degree of independence for a longer time, but by the
end of this period Cornwall was a fully incorporated English count':ly with
its uniqueness no longer acknowledged in separate laws nor its distinct
language given any formal recognition.5 The Cornish people became ’
accustomed to see the control over their resources, their Church a:md their
culture increasingly alienated,

The significance of the geographical location of Comwali took on a

new pérspective during this period of mercantile activity. Cornwall was

still remote from London, across two hundred miles of Inferior roads.

However, the small ships of the day could use the numerous inlets and

A

harbours around the Cornish coast as seadtransport ingreased in importance.
The strategic importance of Cornwall grew since it lay across the western

end of the English Channel. Stretching south-westwards into the Atlantic,
it became the last victualling station on the route to the New World. The

W

building of St. Mawes and Pendennis Castles to guaid the entrance to the

Fal estuary by Henry VIII, in this period, evidences the importance of

Cornish harbours to the English state (se.e illustration, page 55). Many
‘naval battles of this period\ were waged in Cornish coastal waters. All
these factors brought the English more frequently into Cornwall and made
the Cornish aware of a wider world 'beyond the 'I‘a.miar, aiding the dissolution ,

of this smaller, weaker soclety,

1II.2 The land

Ownership of the iand still held the key to the accumulation of

wealth and power despite the varied economic activities in Cormwall during
P
this period. The English Crown, through the Duchy, continued to be the

major landholder. The tap root of the Duchy draining Cornwall of its
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.
°

wealth, often directly to the Crown, mac‘i/e the centralising power of the

English state, and the classes which it represented, very obvious to the

Cornish. \For a while dislocation of the Duchy holdings came when they were

removed frpom the Crown in the 1640's, under Parliamentary rule, and estates

were sold,particularly to Parliamentafian supporters. Affer the Restoration,
e '

however, many were re-possessed béit direct Crown interest in the affairs of

Cornwall was never as strong again. The bourgeois class was/ by then grasp-
v

ing the ownership of the land and the political power that went with it.

The Church was the other major landowning institution in Cornwall
at the beginning of this peri?d. Its possessions, however, were early .
reduced by the Dissolution of the Monasteries in the mid-sixteenth century.
The three most important monasteries in Corm;lall-‘Bodmin, St. Germans _and
Launceston, were not wealthy or e.xtenstive by English standards; nonetheless,
their dissolution released land for the market, which the wealthy merchants
and usurers were happy to .purchase.6 The Prideaux family built their
Elizabethan mansion, Place, on the lands of the Bodmin monks at Padstow;
Roberts of Truro, a tin merchant and money lender built Lanhydrock on the
lands of Bodmin Priory in 1620; and the Eliofs took over the lands of the
St. Germans' @nks. The houses which the merchants built remain to@ay to
attest to the wealth they accumulgi:ed:7 and the illustrations on page 68
depict two of thenm.

The decline of thle feudal :@nstitutions and of the established aristo-
cratic families meant that some of those who had held wealth and power
since Norman or pre-Norman times were now no longer in a position to reta-in
their hegemony.8 As/ examples of important aristoci*atic familiés of g

Cornwall who declined in importance in this period there were; the Bottreux

of Boscastle who were Bretons, given Cornish land at the Norman Conquest
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Trerice Manor remains to represent the accumulation”by the Arundell

family in the sixteenth century. The architecture is clearly influenced

by the English Elizabethan style and is not essentially Cornish as
medieval manor houses had been. Arundell wealth came from the coasts

~

and farmland of mid-Cornwall.
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The Vyvyan family acquired by marriage, and then developed, the ﬁm'gni-
ficent mansion, Trelowdrren, in the sixteenth century., Some of the

earlier medieval mansion was lncorporated into the new house.
indicates the location of these two estates,

. 2

Map No. 10
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]

but whose name vanishes from the record after 1643; the Bodrugans of
Bodrugan faded after the Wars of the Roses; the Arunfiellé of Treriée !
were penalised for their continuing allegiance to the Catholic Church. On
one hand. the 1qflation of the sixteenth century made spending on conspicuous
gonaumpt‘ion impossible for those merely holding land, without successful
involvement in commercial act:ivit:ies.9 On the other hand, those acquiring
wealth wanted land flor prestige, power and a hedge againat inflation. Land
in Co:ltnwall had the added advantage that it might be of infinitely greater
value for the Aminerals under the ground than for its agricultural harvests.

Map No. 10 indicates some of the estates developed in Cornwall during this

period.

!
- The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries also saw the emergence of an

intermediary social class, between the great landowne;'s and the dispossessed
peasants who wo;'ked for them. Small landholdzrs, yeomen and tenanta'with
more fortunate leases, came to form another class of people on the land.
In the latter part of the sixteenth century, when the Duchy was absorbed in
the Crown, some tenants received more favourable treatment and a small
percentage of the population was able to :h;\prove its standard of 1living.
Carew, writing in 1602, refers to huabaﬁdmen who had previously lived in
hquses without flooriné, glass windows or chimneys, who were now much better
10

acoommollated and their agriculture was more efficient. A middle class

1deo}ogy‘f which copied_English ways and eschewed Cornish custom, evolved with

these more prosperous small farmers.

But change;“ in land ownership did more than make land available for
the emerging bourgeoisie to purchase and use. It also released a wage-labour
force to work on that land. A change in ownership of land ‘could mean a8

peasant was dispossessed, especially with the enclosure of both private and

il

[]
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commonlands; or that he had his lease renewed (with shorter leases and/or
higher rents as .inflation proceeded); or that he was unemp loyed (as
monastic servants were dismissed and feudal retainers no longer employed).
The lower levels of society suffered most from these changes, and it is
small wonder that the rej:orded actions of the l;lajority canwbe interpreted
as "the inarticulate consgervatism of the numy",]‘2 by later generations.
Rowse has rather unsympathetically observed that "amy sort of change alarmed
the idiot people no less".13
Throughout this period, then, there was a re-allocation of the re~
sources of the land, which were now becoming far less a:}c‘cessible to the
majority of the population than in feudal times. Dobb shows I;Bw this

process of dispossessing the peasant led to the transference of wealth into

the hands of the few:

s

The so~called primitive accumulation...is nothing else than

the historical process of divorcing the producer from the

means of production...The expropriation of the agricultural
producer, of tig peasant, from the soil: is the basis of the
whole process. ) .

@

The system of feudal tenures was finally abolished in 1646. The
peasant was deprived of his historic placejon the land when he was released

from his feudal bonds; as a result he was ‘thus separated from his means of

15

production and could only hire out his labour to survive. The c:miseqt.lem:ea°

of this social revolution have been described as:

A massive redistribution of income \{n favour of the landed

consumer as of the tenant farmer." .
The nevw owners of the land during this period now began t¢o evolve

new farming techniques. The technological skills which were revelant to

-8

agriculture within the feudal mode of producti&n were no longer valid

once capital ‘began to play a larger role in Cornigh agriculture,

H

&
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In much of England, throughout this perio;i, the enclosure movement
was the means whereby the land was emptied of peasants and made available
rfor improved farming methods. Cornwall was less affect/:ed becauge of the
large amount of land already emclosed, and the large amount still in waste.
However, Ca:'evi had noted in 1602 : "But since the ground began to receive

enclosure and dressing for tillage, the nature of the soil-hath altered to
n18 ‘

7

driven off the land by enclosure. Sometimes The land enclosed was the
. S

a better grain, There is some evidence in the records of peéple being

X
commonland where the poor and even the townsfolk had previously been able

to supplement their subsistence livelihood by using the commons for grazing,

wood collecting, rabbit snaring and other act::l.v:lties.l9

! Agricultural improvements were undertaken to increase productivity

IS

and so meet the demand for food which came frem so many people being forced

v

off the land and now seeking a 1living 'in the towns. But Cornwall lagged

behind England as a whole and many innovations were not practised there

“
§
“in the tin trade in the late seventeenth century. helped to induce a number

}
ntil the seventeenth century, Rises in the price of corn and a decline

of improvements; burning the peaty soils, fertilising with seaweed and sand,
all céntributed to increased yields, Cornwall was gradually enabled to

produce a surplus and became a corn exporter'rather than a corn importer,
*l v
These improvements did not necessarily mean an 1mproved standard of

living for those permitted to remain on the-land, and certainly not for those }

evicted, Landowners and capitalist farmers, those wvho could afférd the
'
costs of changes and the risks of innovations, were producing for the

market and the increased profits attainable through exchange activity. The

benefits did not accrﬁe to the majority of rural dwellers. The result was

“

that the old class of gentry and the rising bourgeoisie of merchants,

v
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lawyers, and mine owners grew wealthy from their enterprises. With their
wealth (capital) they were able to purchase the dispossesgsion of an increas-
ing majority of Cornish producers who eventurally became a proletariat of

wage earners on the farms, in the mines, and in the fishing boats.
4 "

II1.3 Tin Mining

\
.

During the two and a half centuries up to 1750, tin production
continued at levels similar to earlier centuries, although alluvial dAeposita
were gradually exhausted. But, sufficient improvements and innovations —
the result of increased capital investment - in thé methods of working,
draining and ventilating deep mines permitted the exploitation of d'eeper
mineral veins by the eighteenth century.  Savery's 'fire engine' in 1698

was the first imperfect engine to expedite this development’; it was used at

WWheal Vor in 1716, Newcomen's 'atmospheric engines', from the 1730's,

were more successful in draining underg;:ound levels, The work of Cornish

engineers, Trevithick, Hormblower, Woolf and others in iinproving these
machines was what; made them really serviceable and enabled the mines to

be exte;:éed. These changes inevitably affected the ownership of the mines,
and units of production grew in size; 20 increasiﬁgly, as a consequence

of such change the free miners were aliemated froff the source of production.

The Stannary Parliameﬁt:, which ruled the industry, had already

allowed inéqualities to develop among the independent producers and had

not shfeguarded the small producers in the way other medieval guilds had.

.The Stam'utorl were generally land owners, more interested in ensuring their

own privileges than securing the economic well-being of the miners. As a

-
v a
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result the individual producing-tinner was unprotected and at the mercy of
the tin dealers who were often the smelterers and t{hus came to opei‘atg a
buying monopoly.

At-all stages of mining production there was a succession of people
who benefitted from the labours of the producers. First, at the source of
pfoduction, were the landewners. The 'landlord's dish' Qas a percentage
pald to the owner of the land. This varied according to the fortunes of &

-
the industry; in the eighteenth century, for éxample, it was just over six
per cent. ’

Mine owners were often thie landowmers ,; but graglually, merchants re-
placed the established gentry Z both capacities.zzf' In 1639 the largest
amounts of tin were coined-by four established landowning families, chief
of whom was Godolphin, who had owned a large area of West Cornwall since
before the fifteenth century. In 1663 the amounts of tin coined by each
owner were greater, but Gregor, a merchant of‘ Truro,eclipsed Godolphin.
Another Truro merchant was the third largest producer. By 1684 merchants
from Penryﬁ, Truro and Lostwi;hiel coined much mot‘e tin- than Godolphin
and Edgcumbe, the largest producers from the local ar:(stocracy. An increase
in the production of tin, from the latter half of the seventeenth century
when some technical problems of deep mining were overcome, accompanied
this change in ownership.23 By the mid-eighteenth century concentration of
owmership and expansion of production had come to characterise (see Graph
No. 2) tin mining throughout the c‘o‘unty. )

The legal profession was another group which siphoned off ‘aome of

24

the surplus product of the tin miners.” - Kgekial Grose, a lnwyer,x was

able to pass to the landowning class and his daughter took sixtsen sanors

as her dowry when she. od into anothex i&ndod fqi;y, the Bullers.

I

"
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( , The consolidation of the wealth of the two familiesg ensured their future

prosperity. The lawyers interpreted the increasingly complex Stamnaxy laws

to illiterate miners and made fortunes for themselves in the process.

Usurers were a further group to benefit from the miners' need. As
in the previous period the indtvidual, small producer continued to encounter
real hardship in ha\\ring to wait to sg_'ll his tin at thé ‘two coinage days each
: year, The coinage town might be miles from his works and ‘he could ill-afford
the costs and the days of idleness involved in travel. Gradually, more
coinage days each year were sanctioned by the Crown, the beneficiary, but
the administrative infrastructure always -lagged behind the prqducers'

convenience., To tide him over the long periods when he was without income,

P the small producer had to resort to borrowing ~ not unexpectedly loans were

available at high costs, Hill explains how this process functioned:
The Cornish Stannaries offer a classic example of exploitatic\m -
by credit. The labourer borrowed money and goods, pledging in
return the tin when 1t was produced, Capitalists bought up the
tin in advance for £15 - 16 per cwt., reselling it to the
pewterers at$£20 ~ 30 cwt,: the rewards of waiting. This

i ultimdtely undermined the position of the free tinners and 5

: brought the industry under the control of the big capitalists?

f The smelterers were often the usurers who were willing to lend

'subsist' to the free tinners who could not wait until the next stamping.

For this service they charged an interest rate which could be as high as |
eighnty to ninety per cent. Also, as the buyers of the small producers' tin,
for the next stage of processing, they enjoyed a position with monopoly
control over the @rket at this level,
) The merchants who bought the refined tin from tile smelterers were,
until 1650 mostly Lon’doners.” The removal of the London pewterers' buying
(;_«:},) ; monopoly from 1650 to 1660 during the Comonwulth', spabled l{‘f“"" to rise

coneidexably and Cornish storekespers and smelterers started to desl on
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their own account. Local merchant capital was given an opportunity, during
the Commonwealth, to play a larger role in the tin mining industry, and a
short-lived measure of prosperity affected 711 levels of society in Cornwall
as wages doubled. At this time Cornish society could be clearly seen to be
developing along more stratified lines and an indigenous upper clais was
taking control. However, the effect of a local bo:.;rgeoisie hav}ing greater
influence, in the long run, made little difference to the miners.

The Cornish producers were forced to increasingly give up their status
as independent free miners working their owmn bounding, and become wage
labourers. Debr: was the agent which brought about this change. Some be-
came 'tributers' and still depended for their wage on the quality of the

ore veins they followed with picfc and shovel.z8 Others as 'tut workers'29

were mere labourers, totally dependent on the mine owning 'adventurers'.30
Sixteenth century inflation brought greater price rises in materials needed
in the n{inesrthan in, the price of tin, therefore the minere who still pro-
vided their own working equipment were the ones to’bear this cost. Again,
economic conditions vere harsh at the end of the seventeerith century, with
the re~introduction of Royal pre-emption (the right to buy before'others)
and ~:minage taxes,causing prices received by the tinners to halve, so that
even surviving, free tinners abandoned mining for agriculture, after 1660
at the R_eétoration. But the wages the miners worked for were already low
by any standards; ‘in 158(% they earned £ 3 a year and this was to rise to

& 6 a year by 1728._31 The brief respite from 1650 to 1660, the Commonwealth
years, when thelCornish Stannaries had enjoyed conziderable prosperity, was
soon over, The ensuing ﬁovmmy . forced them tb buy pecessities 6n a

”
system of 'truck' or 'aubsist' from the merchants>2 Lewis highlights the

hardships which the Cornish tinner came to endure:-
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Many families never saw meat save on rare occasions when they

could carry off diseased sheep, or cattle that had died in the

fields. In winter their ordinary food was potatces and barley

bread, with gruel thickened with barley meal; in summer barley

bread and milk, and even little of that., The series of lean

years [after the Restoration in 166()J in the Stannaries had

reduced their strength, yet when they did find work they

swere forced by their employers to labour night and day.

The Cornish mineré\bn\the whole preferred the fllusory freedom of the
trubute system rather than accept the‘wage system and attempt to make it
work for them through unified action, Herein lay the roots of some of
their problems in the following period of industrial capitalism when they
became a super-exploited labour force, even compared with other miners of
the time.

So harsh had the economic situation become that the miners protested'
in 1697, with their 'Tinners' Grievances', against the conditions they were
forced to endure. But instead of carrying their protest across the Tamar,
ag they had in the ﬁast, they now rioted in the Stannary towns and ports

where they felt the cause of theilr problems lay - in the taxes extracted in

the Stannary towns and in the exports of unelaborated tin and foodstuffs

from the ports.33

-

The control over the tin mining industry which merchant cap;;al

acquired during this period laid the ground for the even greater control
and exploitation of the land and resources of Cornwall that the next\ggiiz:

of industrial capital was tolbring.34 The prosperity, or othérwise, of th

‘indust y was conditiongd by external factors dictated by London whence much
of the capital came. The centre, as the market for the raw materials and

source of capital, increasingly determined conditions in’the producing .

peripheryi The miners, as thé producers, were forced by economic circum-
stances to accept a changed place in society as a growing proletariat,from

the beginning of the aightmtﬁ century,

¥ }
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( ITI. 4 Fishing

N

Merchant capital gradually insinuated itself into the fishing industry
during the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, It came to
f . ' possess the boats, nets and cellars used in the industry. Something of an_
% older system of production lasted for a time in the way in which the fisher- %
men were paid, however, the catch was divided into 'shares' according to
established custom,35 but the payment of money wages was becoming more common

by the end of this period.36

One section of the fishing fleet proved itself more easily adaptable

to capitalist devgloﬁment ~ this was éhg seining fleet., Seining was a

P e e o s i

labour intensive method of fishing which hég been practised on a community
basis. When the bay was alive with the sB&eaks of silver of a pilthard
. shoal, a long net dréhged by several boats encircled it and the fish were

hauled ashore by many hands from the beach. The large haul encouraged

I
economies of scale and a division of labour. But it also made the invest-

ment of capital by local merchants profitable, especially as there were

markets to be supplied in the Mediterranean and in England. Moreover the
lar;er boats needed to tranmsport the fish to the overseas market called fo?f/
a larger capital investment éhan the working fisherman could supply.

An important effect of themerchants' gradual control of the‘fisharies
wag gelt by the local inhabitants, as consumers. They had for. long been
accustomed to buying fiah’fram the boats’ side as a valuable protein addition

’ - 37

to their diet, but as the overseas' market drove.up the price at home,

/ f
local consumers were deprived of a food item which had been previously !

() available in plent)?i . ’ . .
~ The merchants were able to undermine tﬁc other sactor of the fishery

<
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thg drifters -~ by using their political power in London. The drift fishery
haid ‘remained for longer in the hands of the working fishermen. It was a
year round industry, and caught/ a variety of fish for local consumption.
However, the merchants claimed that the drifters broke up the shoals of
fish on which their large hauls depended.

The Restoration Parliament of 1662 took specific action when it
legislate&'i against the "growing evils caused. by driving mets". ilt prohibited

the use of drift, trammel or stream nets within one and a half leagues of

. the coast of Devon and Cornwall from June lst to November 30th every year.

These are precisely the months when the pilchard shoals commonly congregate
on the coasts. Parliamentary legislation, 1131 support of the merchants, gave
a bounty of twelve shillings for each cask of fish exported. On the other

hand, the tax on salt hurt the consumer comparatively 'more than the export-

ing merchant:; By using their political péwer,to manipulate the legislation

in thedir favour the merchants, by the eig‘hi:eenth century, (had control in

much of the drift fishery as’t:rell as in the seining fleets.
/ As the fishing industry underwent these c n- ownership and
structure, changes, too, affected tt;e ports which were ugsed. The smaller
ports set in sandy coves such as Gorrﬁm and St, Keverne were not Jadequate
for the export trade and’'declined but the larger harbours, with quays, suoch

as St. Ives, Looe, Fowey, Falmouth and those of Mount's Bay, 8rew.36

I11. 5 The Growth of Towns

-

»

o :Iownn«“began to achieve real status in Cornwall later than in other
pirtn of England - in the sixteenth century, The towns were the centres of
mall emdi.ty prnduction " 1ndu¢t:rtu which had formerly b«n Jocated in
the mm-tdn whers gqgnyhtm Zuctoxs had determined tlu!.r location.

- 4
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( ' The rural dweller was seriously affected by this withdrawal -of opportunity
from the countryside and w8, thus, also drawn to tly'te urban centl:es.39
In the towns, capital began to penetrate production and workeré
became domestic craftsmen working for a merchant who supplied the raw
materials. The making of cloth, the manufacture of pewter, the crafting
of leather, and the we'aving of rushes were all industries in Cornish towns

which came into the control of the merchant capitalist during the sixteenth

century.” The merchant had a broader knowledge of the market tham the local

inhabitants and his ‘capital also gave him greater power to manipulate the
market in this favour. But it is important to note that the method of[
production was.not radically altered in this 'putting out’ system from
that of earlier times.
| Throughout this period, as has been seen, ‘merchants, moneylenders
. and nine ov;mers were accumulating capital from the Cornish ports, the fishing

industry, and from the tin mines, This capital was used to harness the

labour of the dispossessed from the land, frt;m the mines and from the

29  boats, to work in small’industries in the towns. Dobb describes the

-

specific role of this class of entrepremneur:
Men of capital, however acquisitive, are not enough: their \
capital must be used to yokehaabour to the creation of
surplus-value in production, '

Many of the' Eornish towns granted charters were ports. The 'Sea
'dogs' and merchants who grew to wealth and influence from the reign of
Elizabeth I developed ports around their enterprises. The Treffrys dominated
Fowey, for example; the notorious Ri{lligrews developed Falmouth and rose

" through piracy, diplomatic double ‘dealing and collecting dues from a light~

@f) : house at The Lizard, The rise: to respsctability of such urcbant”il seen
in their alliance and incressing ll'uminlj support frgm Londen merchants. .

i
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This unity arose from shared class interests between merchants in Cornwald

and in London. It is also an indication of the importance attributed by

2

- London as the centre of national trade to Cornwall, an important periphery.

The victualling of ships at Cornish ports, the last port-of-call
before ’the Atlantic crossing, increased as England's trade and overseas
empire was extended in this perioc.l\, especially in the late sevgt;téeqth
and ;aighteenth centuries. Generally the pattern of. Cérn;rall's{ trade was
with the countries of the north-western seaboard of Europe, a continued link
reminiscent of Celtic days. Salt, wine and vinegar were imported from
France, iroth and timber from Spain and tallow from Ireland. Pilchards were

exported to the Catholic countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea. Sea

coal came from North-East England for smelting tin which was then "exported.

III. 6 The Process of Cultural Incorporation ;

"But a man without his torgue shall 'lose his land" 41

The changes in the econqmic life of Cornwall were paralleledﬂ by
changes in social and cultural life. The response of the Cornish to these
changes in the early part of this period “;B one of strong protest,

The Catholic Church in Tudor Cornwall had had a strong hold on the
people, despite all the changes it haci undergone in previous centuriea. It
occupied a central glace in Cornish village life, with feast days, gwary
mi‘racle plays and the warmth of the ritual service. Services ware partly

in Cornish, partly in Latin, which, whethér understood or not, represented

tradition and a known order to 1ife, The Reformatiom threatened these

[}

known customs and values. / ‘ : (
The Wastern Reballion of 1549 was the Coxrnish response. In a

I / .

- a-*
«
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movement of the masses, the Cornidh_marched eastward., The aristocracy did
not initiate the rising and only a few joined in, notably the Catholic

Arundell family, Unemployment and disorganisation had followed in the wake

AN A AR S n,

of the Dissolution of the Monasteries and the redistribution of the lands
had left many, at least temporarily bereft, as.the rfse in the Poor Law
indicates. The fact that wheat ﬁad quadrupled in price between 1547 and
1549 also suggests the strong probability that agrarian and economic issues

accompanied the religious and cultural protests of the Cornigh to Exeter in

v

1549,

The Western Rebellion was savagely fepressed, as the Norfolk Riging
in the same year had beeu.l'3 The centralising forces of the nation state
were triumphant and this was the last time the Cornish rose in arms against
the power of the English state. . &

England was reasseétfng itself after defegts in France had left it
with no territories there, Hill sees the Reformation as part of this
process: "a refusal to submit to dictation from‘outside".44 And it can

also be seen as a determination by a central authority to subordinate

internal differences to the needs of an absolutist monarchy. Wales, Scotland

and Ireland had not yet been included in the English Crown. Cornwall was \o

o

stilija distinct cultural area and the only part of sixteenth century
England which was not English-speaking. Hechter sees a-colonising-attitude
on tﬁe part of the English central state towards its Celtic periphériea.

The two cultures must mergq‘into a cultural syétem which commands the
loyalty of all - the cultural system of the central pm.*rm:.['5 This assertion
1s valid for Cornwall at this per:iod in itla relationnhip:ivich England and

the savage repression of the Western Rebellion can be seen as a clear

manifestation of it. ' ¢
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I
Q ) The Established Church henceforth lost its popular support ig
Cornwall. No concessions had been made to the Cornish in publishing a

Prayer Book in their language, as was done in Wales, At theend of this -~ . . __ &

, period - by 1740 - John Wesley was beginning his rides in the county and

., &
a

many answered his call with-the fervency of those to whom all other

-

opportunities of cultural expression had been lost,

wertes 3

Q

The demands of the Cornish rebels at Exeter in' 1549 had anticipated

those of the Levellers and similar groups in the following century.46

There had been elements of class consciousness and class antagonism in

[P,

their demands. But they were silenced by the denial of the validity of

. e

their ianguage ané by the repressive economic and political measures enacted

1

against them,

\ ‘ In the seventeenth century, groups from_the Fifth Monarchists to the
- - . ’
" Levellers had representative followings in Cornwall. The tin miners were '
®

a potentially radical séctor of the population. But, as it turned out, the

o AR T L YN 3 £, h-emas DT TP X

Cromwellian Revolution, instead of liberating.them, led them into the con=-
| " trol of the emerging local elite, which temporaril; triumphed over the

' previously dominant London 1nteresis.

This local elite, as the dgminantxsocial groué, wAS an important
element in leading the Cornish aw;y from their own\cultural herita%e. It
was understood that the:Cornish had to become anglicised to progress in
economic and social fields, but by copying English éustoms and language
they devalued their own culture. The slow death of the Cornish language

had begun with the Saxon Conquest and proceeded rapidly in th¥s perigd of .

> the development of merchant capital, The erodiig of lecal cultural

(?T),: | values which occurs in the pressnt day 'underdeveloped werld' is

T ’ disconcertingly similar to the process which Cornwall bas undergone a )

2

f
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throughout its hial:ox‘y.47

John Norden, writing in 1584, sensed the underlying feelings of the

Cornish peoplewof the time,

He wrote: ;

So seem they yet to retayne a kinde of conceyled enuye
agaynste the Englishe, whome they yet affecte with a
desire of reuenge for thelr fathers makes, by whoifle
their fathers recuyued the repulse.

The attitudes prevalent at this time of the cultural colonisation
of Cornwall b}\ England can be deciphered in the words of William Scawen,

¥
a contemporary observer; at the end of the seventeenth century. The poor,

"he noted, speak Cornish but "they are laughed at by the rich that understand

49

it not"." ~ 'He attributed the decay of the language to the disappearance of

' ‘ .

the gwary miracles and the lack of a Prayer Book in Cornish. The use of N
. L] o

Cornish in Church had been its last official recegnition, while the use o§

the English Prayer Book promoted the spread of the English 1anguage.50

It fell to members of the bourgeoisie to save from total extinction

the language which their clasg as a whole had destroyed. Nicholas Boson, a

merchant of Newlyn; was one who sought to create gtories in Cornish, as

already Cornish manuscripts had become scarce. His parents had brought hinm

up in ignorance of Cornish, "the reason 1 conceive to be a nicety of my

mother's forbidding the servants and neighbours’ to talk to me otherwise

than in English. wl

L4

111, 7

3

Conclusion

2 e

Merchant capitalists in the period from 1500 -~ 1750 grew‘ in wealth’

s

and power in Coimwall, as in the rest of England. The merchants - both

¥ . t ¥ !
Cornish and English - brought Cormwall into the sphere of English economic
development, as & useful periphery providing tin, fish, harbours and even, ' ;

at times, corm, - m,,lqu\. ﬂuu and fisheries were lvplzopﬂlﬂd by these
. “ V/-A--- v N
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- and language were altered to fit an English mould. Hencé, from this period’

merchants as the mode of production changed from the earlier feudal structure

to one in which merchant capital dominated, k'l'he society became stratified

£

. as_a local bourgeoisie emerged and the majority of the Cornish were. dis~

possessed from their means of production. The formation of a proletariat

was thus begun. The people were alienated from their culture as the Church

.

onwards class betame more significant than 'ethnicity' for the Cornish

people. )2

By‘v the end of this period in which mercantile capital was the
dominating force in Cornish developngpt, the landscape “had been modified to
fit new needs. . In the: previous peri‘od with a feudal development of -
f> soclety, the Cornish had moulded the landscape to suit the particular Te-
quirements of that formation., Now the demands of growing merchant trade
required new patterns of development,

The burgeoning conmierce of the period had to be accommodated. Towns

grew, but nomne more than the coastal porta which combined facilities for

the traditional fishing industry with newer commercial and indus/trial
buildings. Cellars in which to pack the fish for export lined the’harbour
front, behind the recently constructed’quays and hat.:bour walls. Roads,
though acknowledged among the worst in Britain, crossed the length and “

breadth of the peninsula and stone bridges had to be constructed tr)érry \\

a N »
them over streams and marshy inlets. The castles of St. Mawes and Pendennis

~atill stand guard. on either side of the i‘al estuary,
A few buildings remain in Cornish towns to testify to their

'commercial and induatrial functions in this period, but in the countryside

there remains greater svidence of tha mlt:h that vas won fron all this

sctivity. The mansions built v!.th thl ucemlatm of capital by the’
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merchant‘ia of the period are still the most elegant buildings in the county.

On the land, many of the hedges necessary to emclose it for

~ individual ownership had aly¥eady been constructed in the previous period.

Cornwall underwent nothing like the sixteenth century enclosu’re movement of
Eastern Englana. Neither was the moorland boundary attacked as drastically
as it had been earlier and over half the county remained uncultivated till
1800. The dwindling woods of Cornwall were required for fue:l, leSpecially

a .

for smelting tin.

| K

Tin mining in this periéd was still largely alluvial ‘so tgh\e areas
around the granite masses which were being worked must have "exter;ded
further and fur;:her as rock and soil were excavated for the valuable mineral.
By the end of the period, pumping machinery was:being experimented with to.
make the mining of deeper ores feasible. Miné imildings to house this .
machinery addéd a new element to the Cornish. 1andscaple: one which was to
proliferate in the subsequent period of industrial capitalism. The degr:e
of incorporation ‘of Cornwall into &’England in this period of mérchant capital
was but the pi'elude to the total incorporation whi:ch was to.take place in 5
the n'ext per.i;:d when industrial capital took control - the subj ect of

N

Chapter Four.
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".' . CORNWALL IN THE AGE OF MERCANTILE cAgxrALISM

! FOOTNOTES~CHAPTER THREE

Hilton,R., The Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism,(Verso,
London, 1976, 1978)

* The decline of feudalism had its roots deep in the Middle Ages.

In Cornwall the way in which Stannary legislation permitted the
entrance of capital into free mining was one example. Another was
the early commutation of labour rents for money rents on the
institutionalised holdings of the Duchy and Church, and those of

- absentee landlords, Trade was always important to Cornwall with

“its dissolving effect on the society,
Prince.H,, "About half Marx for the transition from feudalism to
capitalism." Area Volume 11 Number 1, (1979) pp.47 - 50.
"Geographically, the places from which feudalism disappeared at an
early date were remote from the places where capitalism first arose."
This quotation emphasises the fact that although feudalism died
early in the peripheries capitalism did not there replace it as a
local phenonemon. Rather capitalism had its origins in the north-
west#then the Midlands,of England.

Dobb.M., Studies in the Dev&lopment of Capitalism, (Routledge and
Kegan Paul, London, 1946, 1963) pp. 242 -~ 249,

»

Mandel.E,, op, cit., pp. 95 - 127. .
Hill.C., From Reformation to Industrial Revoluytdon 1530 - 1780,
(Harmondsworth, England, 1967, 1975) p. 27

"The growing economic and political dominance of London was not
unwelcome ‘to the gentry; it was viewed with more mixed feelings
by the local oligarchies of merchants.” But there always came a
point beyond which authority could never be- resisted.

-

. Hechter .M., op. cit. pp. 64 - 65
" "Thus, the relative weakness of Celtic ethnicity in nineteenth

and twentieth century Cormwall is due, in part, to the fact that
the integration of this region into the English economy had
occurred prior to 1600%, .

Rowse AL., op. cit. pp. 45 - 46.

Pevsner.N., The Buildings of England, Cornwall, (Harmondsworth
England, 1951) A

Matthews,J.H., A History of St. Ives, Lelant, Towednack and Zennor,
(Eliot Stock, London, 1892)

Y

Mandel.E,, op. cit. p. 99

Mandel points out the process by which wealth and power move from
one class to another: "But the money that the original possessing
classes thus waste in extravagent luxury ends by leaving their
pockets and becoming concentrated in those of usurers, traders =
and manufacturers. It 1s this concentration of wealth, in the
form of money, in the hands of the new bourgeois possessing class

-
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18.
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- 20,

21,

22.

23.

24,
25,

26'

'Carew.ﬁ., op. cit., p. 106.

to 1ts place."

_ that completely changes social evolution,” )

Carew.R., The Survey of Cornwall, Edited by Halliday F.E. (Adams'

and Dart, London, 1602, 1969,) pp. 138 =~ lé

Hill,C., From Reformation to Revolution, (Penguin Books ' Hdrmondsworth

1969) PP. 54 - 55 . )
Coate.M,, op. cit. p. 352.
Rowse.A.L.; op, cit. p. 419 ) .

Dobb.M., op. cit. py 223,
. J

Mandel.E., op., cit. p. 118~

"In other words the separation of the producers from their means. of

production créates a class of proletarians who canmnot live other

than by hiring out their strength, that is by selling their labour-

power, to the owners of capital, which enables the latter to secure
for themselves the surplus~value produced by these producers.”

Hill.C., op. cit. (1969) p. 65

Darby.H.C,, op. cit. p. 350.
As late as 1800, 58 percent of .Cornwall lay in waste.

'

Rowse.A,L,, op. cit., pp. 36 - 39, - ;

-

Prince.H., op. cit., p. 50,

The source of investment capital in the tin mines is considered by

Prince and Smith to have come from plunder amassed in war or piracy

rather than from profits generated in the towns.
’ J

Dobb.M., op. cit. pp. 247 - 248,

"By 1700 the owners of smelting houses, instead of advancing money

to groups of workers, had frequently become "adventuring tinners"

directly employing miners at a piece wage. Exploitation through

usury was passing, and the capitalist wage-system was succeeding

L 4

Whetter.J,, Cornwall in the Seventeenth Century, (Lodenek Press,
Padstow. 1974, ) p. 67.

Lewis.G.R,, The Stannaries, (D.Bradford Barton, Truro, 1908 1965)
pp. 18 ~ 19.

Coate.M., op. cit. ©p. 4

Hill.C,, op. cit. p. 91.

—

'gubsist! ~ an advance of money or goods in return for a pledge

of the tin when produced. X
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28,

29,

30.

31.
32.

33.

34,
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Lewis.G.R,, op, cit. pp. 223 ~ 222

"Up to about 1650 these [ the tin merchants ] had consisted for the
most part of Londoners, but during the prosperous times of the
Commonwealth the Cornish storekeepers, who then became more interested ,
in the stannaries, had purchased shares in mines, or had established
blowing houses of their own, and after the Restoration we find them
dealing with the tinners not merely as the factors of the Loadon
merchants but as, middlemen and tin exporters on their own account,"
Carew,R,, op, cit. p. 97

Writing prior to 1650, (that is in 1602) Carew noted the importance
of London merchants: "Here I must either crave or take leave of
the Londoners to lay open the hard dealing of their tin merchants in
this trade."

'tributers' were miners who worked for a share of the ore they
produced., -
Halliday,F.E,, A Higtory of Cornwall, (Duckworth, London, 1959)

p. 256,

“"The advantage of the tribute system to the adventoters is clear
enough; they bought labour in the cheapest possible market and paid
only for results, which the workers had every incentive to make as
good as possible, Yet the system appealed to the tributers too;
they were wvirtually freeminers, supplying their own tools and
materials, profit-sharers rather than wage-earners, and there was
always the chance that they might strike richer than they had ever
dared to hope."

'tut-workers' Miners paid for piece work who sunk shafts, drove ’
tunnels and cleared the ground for the tributers. "The tribute
system, in its turn, -eventually yielded place to 'tut-work', under
which the owmer simply auctioned the working of the tine to' gang-
leaders for a plece-work wage, knocking it down to the lowest bidder."
Halliday.F. E., op. cit p. 256

'adventurers' The name for mine owners who often held a mine in
The shares were usually divided intd 'eighths' or 'venture
shares' recalling the custom of owning shares in a merchant ship.
The shares were written in a 'cost book' which was the name which
the most common system of financing Cornish mines acquired.

L

Lewis.G.R., op. cit. pp. 216 - 217, p. 222,
ibid. p. 221 ,

Jenkin,A.K.H., The Cornish Miner, (Allen and Unwin, London, 1227,

1962), pp. 149 = 154.

— )

Jervis.F.R.J., The Evolution of Modern Industry, (George Hﬂrap,
London, 1960) pp. 156 - 174,

"The financial organisation of the mines developed from theh
'cost-book, system of partmership working, with its attendant
hazards, Joint stock companies brought the advantages of limited
1iability and access to larger amounts of capital."

— i
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Hill.C,, op, cit, p. 76,

""Full freédom for capitalist jointw~stock companies: was assured only "

when govermments accepted the principle of non-—intewention with
private property after 1688,"

Y]
'shares' The traditional way of dividing up a catch, by putting
the fish caught in equal piles for each fisherman plus an extra
one for the boat, Later the gold for which the fish was sold .
was similarily divided,

Jenkin,A.K.H,, Cornwall and its People, (Dent, London, 1932) pp. 102 -

103.

" Whettert, J., op. cit. p. 103.

!

Whetter lists the changes in thé& fishing industry in the seventeenth
century and ndtes "the tendency For men who worked in both seines
and drifters to be paid in money rather than a share of the catch."

Carew.R.,, og. cit, pp. 117 -~ 118,

Carew described the disposal of the catch: ''Being so taken some,
the country people, who attend with their horses and panniersat
the cliff's side in great numbers, do buy and carry home; the

‘1arger remainder is by the merchants greedily and speedily seized

upon, — !
"This commodity at first carried a very low prfbe, and served for
the inhabitants' cheapest provision, but of late times the dear
sale beyond the seas hath so increased the number of takers... as
the price daily extendeth to a higher rate."

Whetter.J., op. cit. pp. 90 - 100 .

Thirsk.J., Agrarian History of England and Males IV 1500 — 1640,
(Cambridge University Press, 1967) p. 28,/ *
"It was an evil day for the farm workers’when rural industries left

the countryside and returned to /the gowns. ' - p -

Dobb.M. op. eit. p. 8 - )

LY

Pryce. W., Archaeologia Cornu-Britannica, (Crutwell; Shexrborne, 1790)

This 1s a translation of the Cornish proverb: Bes-den heb tavaz a
gollas e dir. — 1

Hill.C., Economic Histbry Review Volume 3 - 4 (1950—1952) pp. 138 -
1139.

Hill ‘reviews the work of V.F. Semeonov in Enclogsures and Peasant
Revolts in England in the Sixteenth Century where the latter:
emphasises the agrgrian.and class elements in the protests of the
Western Rebeliion in 1549. He considers the religious side of this
rebellion to have been previously over-emphasised.

Rowse.A.L., op. cit. p. 262.

Cornwall.J., Revolt of the Peasantty; (Routledge and Kegan Paul,
London, 1977)

/
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Hill.c” OE. cit| p’ 25.
Hechter. M., op. cit. p. 57, . -

Bindoff,S,T., Tudor England, (Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1950),
p. 136,

Fanon,F,, Black Faces, White Masks, - (Grove Press, N.Y., 1952, 1967)
p. 18,

"Every colonised people - in other words every people in whose ;aul
an inferiority complex has been created by the, death and burial of
its own local cultural originality -~ finds itself face to face with )
the language -of the civilising nation, that is with the culture of
the mother country. The colonized is elevated.,.in proportion to
his adoption of the mothers country's cultural standdrds...the goal
of his behavior will be the other and the other alone can give him

worth," . /

Norden,J., A Topographical and Historical Description of Cornwall 5
(Graham, Newcastle, 1728, 1966) p. 22.
dl

84, - %

N ¢
Ellis.P,B., op, cit. p.

Pounds.N., op. cit, p. 45, -
Pounds takes #into account other factors, as well, such as:

"The movement of people has an important bearifig on the decay and
eventural disappearance of the Cornish language. ‘Cdrnish was spoken
in parts of east Cornwall at the beginning of the seventeenth
century, and also all over West Cornwall, where it remained vigorous
at the end of the century. .

£1Tfs.p. B., op. cit. p. 85. v -

'ethni,i:‘Dty' is a nev term of the 1960's and 1970's wh:j.ch refers to
the condition of belonging to a particular ethnic group.

Glazer.D., and Moynihan.D,P,, eds., Ethnicity® (Harvard University
Press, Massachusetts, 1975) p. 1 and P 56.

The Cornish may be considered an ethnic group based on "a distinctive
identity which is rooted in some kind of a distinctive sense of its

history . o
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CHAPTER IV : CORNWALL DURING THE ENGLISH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

IV.1l Introduction

From the middle of the eighteenth century to the end of the nine~
teenth century, events in Cornwall echoed those further north in England
where dramatic changes were remoulding the economy, society and thereby the
landscape. The demands‘of the English Industrial Revolution for raw

i
materials created an unprecedented market foxj Cornish tin and copper. The
technological lgoblans which had earlier prevented extensive exploitat#&n i
of the deeply deposited mineral veins were solved with English technical
‘innovations. During this period Cormwall fell into a position of ever
increasing dependence on England for much of the technology to carry out
the mining, for capital to invest in running the mine/s, and for markets
vhere the unfipisk:,ed product might be sold. The main Cornish input .came to
be the land from which the minerals were extracted, and the labour with
whict; to extract the;n.‘ Farming /an fishing declined into secondary
importance. Increasingly Cornwall was a monoproducer of minerals and when
t:.hat economy collapsed at the end of the nineteenth century, severe socia;
~ahd economic disruption resulted.

Already, ét the beginning of the period ti!/e Cornish language was
effectively dead. "By 1768, it was claimed that gnly one person, the almost
legendary Dolly Pentreath could s}:ill speak ;.ti"l The preaching of Wesley
helpéd in the formation of the Cornish into a malleable labour force. His
theologi‘cal philosophy, providing an alternative to organised religionm,
found a receptive conéregation in the-Cornish, disenchanted with the

Established Church and with little indigenous cultural heritage remaining.

The "Cornish, like the ‘)Welsh with a similar cultural history, wholeheartedly




7 e

« e e —— o T

s o o £ AR 4ot S s wm e e o L

L R, i A B b e e AT A X o - - o M g et e b o & s AP AW A i AL W 00

embraced Met’hodism.z

The Cornish landscape was dramatically chi?nged in this period of
great mineral exploitation. The mine buildings, the workers' cottages and,
above all, t};e spoil from the worI;ed-over land and the waste from the
smelters now dominated the Cornish landscape 1in many areas, Harvey points
out ho‘w "capitalist society creates a landscape in its own image'. A
landscape deve10ps‘whigh is appropria'i:e to thfa demands of the produc;:ion
and the re~production of the capitalist system in a region.3 This resulting
inharmonious landscape is but'onﬂe mark which v;as zx;ade by the emerging
capitalist system in Cornwall. : .

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centt/xr,{/e;“s the Cornish finally
became a vﬁvage—earning, workinz c;l.ass in' the mines, farms and fishing boats.
At the same time, the proces/s of incorporating Cornwall economically and
culturally into England,,/f/or which the way had been paved in the previous

period of mercantile capitalism, was effectively completed.

\ - |
ty: 2 ‘Demograghic and Industrial Change "

¢

The population of Cormwall numbered 135,000 in 1756. Throughout
history it had beenl érowing slov;ly, appropriate t(; the slow growth in
economic production.4 The somewhat accelerated population growth of the
early eighteenth century became more pronounced during the early nineteenth
century. On the/other hand, Cornwall's Great Emigration from 1861 was a
demggraphic loss from which the county did not recover untila 1971. Map No. 2
8 shows the spatial patterns formed b& the growth and decline of Cornwall's |

population during the nineteenth century. .
. During the period dealt with in this chapter, the greatest density

of population was in the far west, from Redruth to Land's End. This was

ax

v
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where most of the tin and much of the copper were produced, In the county

"as a whole a qharter of the population was engaged in mining in 1756 and

this proportion increased during the filrst part of the next century.

The causes of thé unprecedented rise in population were varied
and complex. A network of interrelating circumstances dictated a changing
structure of home life in a society undergoing change, A fall in the death
rate was brought about by comparative improvements in the standard of living
and some sllight improvements in medical care, More of the young born in
the towns and in the scatter of tiny cottages over the county survived to
maturity, tpus to take their place in the expanding work force. Moreover,
the labour demar;ds of the mining industry /r/egulted in making larger families
more attractive to help supplement the meagre wage gained by each member.
Such an increased labour force could be employed in an economy which was
expanding as technological innovation made it possible. Hobsbawm states
that: :

I1f i,n eighteenth century England a growing labour force assisted

development, as it undoubtedly did, it was because the economy

was already dynamic, ngt because some extraneous demographic
injection made it so.”

The English Industrial Revolution did not bring to Cornwall the
factory system or the full horrors of the industrial slums of the north.
Nonetheless, in the mgxes any dﬁagreé of assistance given by machinery was
more than offset by the system imposing its new non-human schedules of
arduous or Imonotonous work. The capital which was available for investment
to extend the workings in the mines, sought its own rewards in increased
output and profits rather than in improved working conditions for the ‘:ork-
fm:c:e.6 The suffocating heat was not adequately counter-balanced by

improved ventilation in the new depths to which the mines were worked. It

was many years before the killing climbs up hundreds of feet of ladders,

oy
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from the working face to "grass' above, were replaced by 'man-engines' to
transport the miners.7 The time-proven picks and shovels wielded by an
expanding labour force é:cmtinued to be responsib;e for the increased ore
production,

The principal use for new machinery was in drainage; the impervious
granite and metamorphic rocks streamed with water in all Cornish mines.
Machines also ventilated the mines just enough to allow for the proliferation
of working places, and to 1lift the ore to the surface. The demographic
pressure of the nineteenth century ensured that even the harshest demands
of capital had to bewaccepted with little demur. Not ;)nly in the mines,
but on the farms and in the fishing boats of Cfarnwall, the independent
producers in each industry had been deprived over the centuries of con;:rol
over the means of production, Now competition among a growing labour force
kept the owners of capital in a strong positién with wages at a minimum and
working conditions harsh.

S

Mining became the dominant focus of economic, social and cultural

o

activity in the county during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Food

was morYe easily moved than ;)reviously with improved transportation, and
farming could therefore be permitted to lag if the demand for minerals was
buoyant, The fishing industry grew until outside competition and a
diminishing supply of fish caused it to collépse, like mining, around the

¢

turn of the twentieth century.

-

IV. 3 Tin and Copper Mining

For centuries Cornwall héd been the largest European producer of
tin, It was Cornish copper, however, which in the nineteenth century was

the mineral most needed by England. Tin and copper mininggﬂspread over much

aif

-
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the same areas and in many mines the téwo ores succeeded one another “in depth.
The conditions mining imposed on the labour force,8 the technology which .
worked the ores were the same, and equé.valent for tunes were made by mine- -
owners from either mineral, The Williams family made its fortunes from .
;

the coppermines.at Gwennap, while not five miles away the Bassets reaped
wealth from the tin ores of Dolcoath. Each was ;xported in an unelaborated
state.9 Map No. 9 indicates some—of th;. major tin and copper mines in
Corr;wall in thé nineteenth century and their proliferation in the western
half of the county is striking, Importr:mt copper mines lay close to the
Tamar boun;iary with Devonshire, as well, °

The last' Stannary Parliament legislating the tin minii;”g'j industry,
held in 175033tands as the symbel of an already outdated organisation,since
the free miners it had once legislated no longer existed. The final
Parliamgnt tried in vain only to protect the mine owners against 1;.he 1arge:
speculative tin smelting interests, The growing copper industry never had

come under its jurisdiction and for the working miner;whether in tin or

copper mine,it had nothing. -

Mine Ownership: Throughout the nineteenth century the old landowning class,

including the Duchy, played a less and 4 less j.mportanp role in the niining
industry, while still, nevertheleés, collecting the lord's dish. The Duchy's
somparative importance declined as it was seen to he placing a dggd hand on
development, as the more dynamic forces in socilety thr}ved. Ih 1838 the y
tin coinage v':a‘s -abolished and thenceforth the Duchy received only a land-

lord's share of the production from its estates.

-

!

On the other hand, the merchants who had risen to wealth and
influence in tlie previous period were now well placed to increase their

fortunes.lo The Treffry family of Fowey, for example, purchased and

.
’
B
| ’\//-’\ ) ‘
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The nineteenthcentury Mining
Exchange in Redruth, the most
important mining cengre. In .
the twentieth century the
building has become the

Cattle Market Exchange, which "3
in 1980 still functions, but

with decreasing importance.

' x

2

t
- LY ? £l

o - - - - . N 1
P » -
;

- *

The intensity-of the mining-industrial complex which operated in much of
nineteenth century Cormwall is well illustrated in this contemporary
photograph taken of the mines on the north side of Carn Brea, near

Redruth,in 1895, .
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‘iintereat,enlarge'd its fortune sufficiently to win f“s“kﬁi'gh‘thpq\d\“title of

' copper mining complex in Cornwall, to have moved to Caerhayes Castle, and

. proposal for the inspection of mines was dropped undef pl_'_bi:ést from th.é? “/

é

politinal sc’ene, dominated by rotten borbughs, was to provide some of the

worst ‘examples of corruption in.Engla

te ) T /
~had advanced” sufficiently to own Consolidated Mines at Gwennap, the largest

+
’ 4
. rd
- L
- #

consolidated Fowey Consols, in the early ninéteenth century, under the
current family name of Austen, "As deep as Dolcoath”, a Cornish simile,

describes the mine from which the Baaset family,who ed the dominating K

de Danstanville in the late.eighteenth c:entury. (f

* A new group now began to enter the ranks of the bourgeoisie in

A Y .n
this i)eriyci of the expansion of mineral resource exploitation. Mine 'captains,

H

pux;gf‘ers and engingeré'with enterprise and good fortune could pass’into the

: : 11
upper echelons of society on the Basis of their skills in the industry. The
Williams family began their rise thanks tc* the efforts of Jotn Williams,
who, in 1748, Was mine manager for William Lemon. His success in construct-

ing the County Adit ‘enabled the mines throughout a conasiderable area of

central Cornwall to be drained. By the mid-nineteenth century, the family

to have purchasedythe Four Burrow Hunt - to indicate only some of thelir

economic and §ocial interests.

The mine owners extended their interests beyond economic affalrs

X,
'i:x

I

to political and,v,social fieldSun'/ They pl'ayed a dominant role in the soéial *

+

relations 'of the counf;y; for example, Justices of the Peace were drawn -from
. L

the rising middle class, who tended to administer the law to their bym

1

advantage. An example c{f such class influence occurred when Lord K%nrfard's

¢

- , v

mineowners even after the Mines Commission of 1864 had exposed the dread-
f i 7\\
ful working conditions in the mines.12 Until the reforms of 1832 Cornwaﬂs
ey

13
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. the deeper ‘¢res,

*English /country banks lay

ke . ‘ 100,

Finance: During the nineteenth century, the demand for capital became

. -
greater as expensive steam engines and pumping equipment began to exploit

Cornish sources of investment were cleaxrly not sufficient

]
S, I

and Engiish apital was employed in increasing amounts,

'

London connections
still fredominated in the financial field, but the Midlands was also drawn

in especially with Boulton and Watt's involvement in the provision of pump-

in,g engines .

Local banks grew up in close comnection with the mining industry
as the volume and complicgtions of finanqiai transactions developed. One
such, Elliott and Praed, outgrew its Cornish roots by 1801 and moved to

London where it prospered and expanded. By 1800, five banks, two from

Truro, one each from Helston, Bodmin and Penzance held substantial interests
in Cornish mining companies, 'taking an active part in their management

and financi‘ng.la The country banks facilitated business, printed riotes or

issued tokens
/

connections .

t

‘and provided“{inance, and could draw on their pe!:sonal; local

rises their inpottance: "Clearly, ..., the

o

Pressnell s

7

ose to the foundations of recent[i.e. nineteenth

r
century ] ecenomic d&elop ent."L

stem of partnership working, which the mines used,

had the advantage that it \c':eﬁ:id draw on the small resources of a wide
. . .
. 16

number of adventurers to open a- mine. So despite other disadvantages of
[

S

the system, most Cornish mines Operated with it until 1862. Thereafter, an

increasing number of mines worked ag limited companies.
\
i Towards the end of the nineteenth century investment in Cornish

mines, especially copper mines, became an ever more speculatiye affair.

Growing competition from overseas' ores in Malaya and Bolivia (tin), Chile

“and Cuba (copper), together with im?oweriéhed local deposits encouraged a
{
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gambling spirit among investors and brokers and false shares were even

" traded on the London Stock Exchange, Part of the dramatic and widespread

- collapse of the copper mining industry from 1866 can,in fact,be attributed

to these dishonest financial dealings.17

Mechanisation: The installation in mines of Boylton and Watt's steam

enginQng;ve new liie to the Cornish mining industry after 1778; when the’
first one was installed at Ting Taﬁg.l8 But such mechanisation, with the
increased capital investment it,calléd'for, had significant social cone
sequences; most important it brought about a greater stratification of the
mining work force. The 1ndustrial‘capitalisfs now had more extensive '
power than the merchants of the previous per%od, whose ﬁegemony had still
left areas for autonomous action by the’ working class.19 Mechanisation
,called for a certain number of skilled technician; to run, maintain and
improve/the machines on the one hand.20 One such person was William West,
a local,self~educated engiﬁeer,whose skills kept the machinery at Fowey
Consols Mines operating at top efficiency, achieving in 1835 the highesﬁ/__
-rates of duty recorded at)}he time. He was but one of many innovatofs
working in Cornwall: Sir ﬁumphrey Davey, the inventor of the safety'lamp
wag a Cornish chemist; Richard Trevithick, who developed the first steam
train in 1801 was likewise Cornish. On the otper, it enabled papitalists
to benefit from the low costs of a much gre&fer number of/unskilled workers
and child 1abeur.21 As a result an incr;;sing gap separated the working
miner from involvement in decision making, and from the opportunity to
control his hours and conditions of work. New elites emergeq, comprising:
adventurers owning capital, pursers with managerial skills or 'captains’

with technical‘skilla.zz“
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Miners: The Cornish miner througho;xt the nineteenth century endured harsh
:’x;rorking conditions and a low standard of living, In addition, the miners'
'apparent p'reférence for the Comi§h gystem of tribute and tut-, or plece-
working added to the contradictions and inhumanities of the capitalist
system of wage labour, in conditions where there was al;za};s a worker surplus.
As a relsult, in r;.egotiating his wage, the miner was more often engaged‘\'in
competiti;x;é bargaining against his fellow workers than in bargaining
collectively with them against the mineowners, 1In such a situation Anly
the capitalist employér steood to gain,
|
Industrial protest was more mpted dn Cornwall than in the rest of‘
Britain and the first and only significant industrial strike was at

Balleswidden in 1857, on the eve of the death of the mining industry.23 ?The
oy

X

miners, like other, industrial workers',l}mad not begun to understand the broad

nature of the problems which affected them as a class. In the early

industrial period they only saw proi:lems as they affected themselves

1ndividually/; /their immediate working partners or 'pare', and only rarely
24

their industry as a whole.

The brutal nature of a miner's 1life was brought out in the Report

R

of the Commissioners of Mines of 1§64' by Dr. Barham, a Cordish physician;
the bad air and resulting silicé;sis; the exertion and danger in descending
thougdhds of feet to, or ascending from, the face, whether by 1add_er or
man-engine;25 the change in ?emperz;ture from 38°C at the face,to the b;'isk
gales of 10°C on the open mEOIS ;bove. The sheer physical hardshpips and

exertie'l, let alone accidents, "involved in his daily work K took a severe

toll in shortening the minex's life~span, even when compared with farm-

iy

labourers, the lowest paid wage eamers.26 For both men and women the

average ;ge of death fell drastically in some parishes between the turn of

%
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NINETEENTH CENTURY MINING

2

Halsetown was a plamnned miming village built in 1830, based on the
tradition, widespread in the county, of the miner having access to

- some small -amount of land. The miners could be paid minimal wages
and their family still survive with a cottage, an acre, a pig and
‘the hire of a cow. The mining industry thereby largely freed
itself from the costs of reproduction. Halse, a merchant from
nearby St. Ives,conceived this settlement, and by making the
residents copyholders ensured his election tovwestminster. In
the twentieth century all these cottages fell into ruins. The
1970's have seen them restored, enlarged and improved to form one
of Cornwall's fashionable villages. !

:
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the nineteenth century and the 1850's.

As well as having to withstand this hard labour, low wéges prevented

7

the miner from making adequate provision for his family.z -Leifchild,

'
a contemporary observer, saw living conditions in Cornwall in the mid-

nineteenth century as extremely harsh, even when compared with the northern
. . !

coalfields: .
The Cornish cottage has no 'singing hinnies' or rich girdle
cakes, and the table seldom groans under a joint of meat,
Potatoes and pilchards form the ordinary diet; and therefore
' 1f the potatoes are blighted, and the pilchards fail in any
pne season, the poor miners of Cornwall will be in danger
of starvation., Ten or twelve shillings a week won't do
much for them, and agricultuggl labour will only afford them
about nine shillings a week.

The problem of debt, which had originally bound some miners to wage
labour in the Middle Ages, by the nineteenth century had become institution-

alised into the truck 'system. (Caught in this system the miners were obliged

*

to buy their goods from the adventurers at inflated prices; and, until 1872,

wages were paid monthly, by the calendar month, so that the miners were
obliged to commit their as yet unpaid wages, in' advance, in order to obtain
provisions.

The Cor;ish miners however; did demonstrate unity in times of direst

need. When starvation threatened, terrifying groups of shabbily dressed

~miners marched on the market towns and ports, though rarely demanding more

than bread for their starving families. Sometimes charity was bestowed on
them, more often harsh violence, Always the 'riot' was repressed. Such
food riots never developed into a movement for generally impfoved conditions;
nor did they ever spread beyond one or two centres at a time.

The riots particularly focussed on the ports, Padstow, Truro, )

f ' .
Penzance, Falmouth, where stores of grain were known to be in warehousgs.

4
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At times the-grain might be for export, at times it was being imgg;}ed,
and sometimes it was for Qse in victuélling ships, but it was knéwn by the
pr;testors to be the?e and not available to the 10&31 popg}g;ion. The
miners tried to enforce their age-old and once accepted 'Laws of the .
Maximum', expecting to be sble to buy corn at a pric; their wages could
afford, even in times of shortgge.29 With the arrival of the épecial
constables the best the miners ever seem to have won was some inad%guate
charity; the worst was hanging for the leaders, oerransportation.
Solidarity, then,was not absent from the Corni;h’mines, even 1f it
ten&ed to be restricted to times of desperation, as in thenfogd riots, or ~
limited in scope t; self-help clubs, which supported injured miners from
the contributions of their fellow workers. Forms of combination need not
be measured fy thelr immediate success or failure alone, but they also have
a va}ue in the lessons they carry to p;sterity. Scholars are conv;nced that
their importance 1ies not ne;essarily jJust in their immediate effectiveness,

T
but also in the lessons of solidarity and class consciousness which they

teach.

Nevertheless it has been noted such worker militancy was not as
~ f

developed as in other parts of industrial Britain, The muted response of
the Cornish miner to the conditions of exploitation which he was forced to
endure has been explained away by referring to his "Celtic independence, an

n30

almost fanatical individualism, The relative lack of combination among

minsrs seems likely to have had its basis in the way the industry hgd.

. evolved within the framework of a wider system of emerging capitalism. The

response of the Cornish miner was more likely based in the way he was used

~

to working in the mines, as a tributer, as a tut-worker, but based on the

long-held traditions of individual free m}ﬁé&e, which prerdateﬂ industrial

s
{
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capitalism, These praﬁitions lasted on, encouraging the miners to seek
individual ways out ﬂ\piécelwork, emigration. The teachings of Wesley
further instilled the idea of personal responsibility and forebearance in
the face of hardship rather than the awareness of the power of joint

action, The capitalist system which was growing rapidly in this period

was what dominated and moulded Cornish society. Its pressures were not
based on internal priorities fof Cornwall and the Cornish,but on the demands
of the indusFrial heartland of England. The periphery was &t the service
of the centre. The effect of this locally was to make the miner, the b;sis

of Corngall's wealth, the mgst disdained member of séciety.

e

Production: The fluctuations in tin and copper production were reflected

[}

in the profitability of the mines and above all in the miners' wages. The
balance between production supply and market demand was of course always

crucial to the price of the meta}s; and for a time competition from other

" sources and from alternative materials was compensated for by a widening

range of industrial uses for tpe métalé. Graphs 2 and 3 show how product~
ion of the minerals fluctuated in this period. Copper production rose, as
the mi;es were fully exploited, from 1801 to;a peak in 1861, before going
into decline while tin production showed greatex~f1uctuations - a )
depression in the early 1810's the cumulative effect of the Napoleanic
Wars' hindrance to trade, the depression of the ‘hungry forties', tﬁe
dépression year of 1866 then, the continuing of production at a steady level
into the twentieth century. Eventually, however, the most serious

problem proved to be competition from the richer, open cast deposits over-
seag. Copper suffered from competition with the open cast production ;f

Parys Mountain, Anglesey at the end of the eighteenth century, which could

undercut the’prices of the deep, lean Cornish ore. The Anglesey supply was’

/
-
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soon exhausted, however,al The foreign competition proved fiercer when
‘1t came. Chile started to export copper in 1823 and Malaya, tin in 1845 -
to name only the two most 1mpor§ant competitors,

Capital was quickly di{r;arted from Cornish mines ;nce the richer
potential overseas was known. Labour had no alternative but to follow ¢

- i

capital, and the Great Emigration of the end of the Inineteenth century was
tI{e result, The Williams family, who owned the Cornish copper mines at
Gwennap in central Cornwall, already had minor interests in the Real del
Monte silver mining company in Mexico. John Rule of Camborne was manager
with the company for twenty years and he, and others, recruited Cornish
miners,who toc;k with them the Cornish system of mining. The Fox family of
Falmouth and Williams of Truro, likewise: had int;rests in the Chilean
Mining Association from as early as 1823 and Pasco Grenfell, a smelterer,

/
merchant and adventurer, had investments in Cuba in 1826.32

IV, 4 Secondary Industry

Alterna;:ives to emigration for Cornish workers might have lain in
secondary ;Lndustries, but almost all gsecondary industry had been connected
with the servicing of the mines. Not unexpectedly, most small smeltérs s
foundries and workshops died with the mother industry. The peaks and booms
of the English centre's trade cycles were reflected, often in exaggerated
form, in the peripherj;. The two largest plants, however, survived: Holmans .
of Camborne and Harveys of Hayle. The history of each illustrates a
par(,:icul'ar aspect of jindustri’al adaptation to change. Holmans, which had
been involved in the manufacture of rock drills and mining machinery from
1801, re-directed its skilled labour force to supply the /ne?ds of the over-
seas mining areas for tool and mining equipment, while remaining within the

county, But. Harveys, the makers of huge boilers and heavy machinery,
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moved ;uch of, their en%erpriae to Liverpool when they saw the market opporte
unities iﬁ Cornwall declining.33 On the whole, the.Industrial Revolution
had brouéhi witﬁ it a narrowing of economic act;vity in the county. Cornwall
now had a less varied industrial structure, and one less related to local
needs than it had possessed earlier in its history,

IV, 5 Emigration ~ o }

>

By the end of the nineteenth century the Cornish we;e already
familiar with emigration as a solution to problems at home, It first became
institutionalised when thefPoor Law Commissioners offered passages to
Canada in the 1830's to families,;ho°cared to apply. Eaé%jdepression in
the economy bg;ught a pe%k in emigration, ‘Finally, the copper slump of thé/
1860's, which deepened a% conditions'of national depression added to local
problems, led to the Grei& Emigration, In the folloying decades thousands
of Cornish people left thei?‘county to make new lives iﬁ the rest of Britain,
or, more often in the United States, South Africa, Australia br Canada -
anywhere where mining held better possibilities. Barton summarises the
situation at that time: ) .

/

Those looking ahead thought it best to take their skills
overseag whilst they still had wages enough to pay an
emigrant's passage, an estimated 7300 miners emigrgfing
in the first eighteen months after the 1866 crash.

In leaving Cornwall, many of the miners seemed relieved to part from
the homeland which had denied them so much. Todd sees thelr knowledge of
the rest of the world, expecially of America, beckoning encouragement across
the ocean.

Some openly talked of Cornwall as a land -of bondage and

-only desired to taste the liberty that from their own
reading they presumed existed in America...Politically '

and socially they were already to §eme extent Americans
before theifr ships left Falmouth, .
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Cornish ethnicity had been weakened by the centuries in which they
had been driven from their gourcéskbf production (the land, the mines, the
sea)“and from their own.culture. The explbitative conditions un&er which -
theyélived in the nineteenth cenfury added a further facet’ to this growing
~alienation. The population, which had increased to over a third of a ’ .

& In
million by the 1830's, faced mass unemployment as the mines and their

N . 1

service industries closed.

ording that between 1851 and 1891,
Cornwall (wh gd/ then as it has now, a population

of about a third of a million) lost over 200,000 people
through emigrgt%gn, three-quarters of them to mining
camps overseas. .

Here "it is worth re

Emigrition seemed the only possibility to many.in a society which had come
to concentrate on such a limited and specialised economic base .for its

livelihood.

In fact, the New World was to provide a life almost as hard as the
0ld for many, especially for those who pioneered the mineral defosits of

the interior of the United States or Aust;alia.37 Neverthelesé, the Cornish

miners with their valuable skills, pertinent tg the demands of the resource

rich countries of the emerging industrial world, often fared better than
the emigrants from Europe or Ireland,‘eqnélly poverty-stricken, but with no
such relevant and marketable mining skills as the 'Cousin Jacks'. They

J
quickly proved themselyes to be the world's best hard rock miners as they

/

spread to the new miﬁing camps of Latin America, Australia, North America,
South Africa or anywhere where the ring of the pick resounded on a mineral

ore.

IV. 6 The Land

*

Agriculture in this period was strongly affected by the demands of

]

of a growing English population and Cornish farming was forced to adapt ‘ ,

4
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1 ‘ M & .
to fulfill these dﬁmands. With improvements in transport, supplying the
local market becqmé less important if a distant market proved to be more

profiféble. Chdﬁges in land ownership and land use modified the rural

landscape as Cornish agriculture was incorporated into the same pattern

of development, and answerable to the'same forces as England as a whole.
7
Hobsbawn has expressed the situation thus: ;-

British farme had to feed a yastly expanded and rapidly
expahding population. Though they did ggt feed it. too
well, they did not allow it to starve. - .

v \

Nonetheless by the mid-eighteenth century in England, agriculture

no longer dominated tHe“ecovomy. This was even more true for Cornwall. The

value of tin, and the growing importance of copper made landowners élearly
more interested in what was under tﬁeir land, rather than what it could

By the miq—nineteenth century, gnly eight pex, cent
The pressure éo incre;ee

produce agriculturally.

of the population was engaged in agriculture.

-

farm production and productivity were sought by increased capital investment,

farm re-organisati&ﬁ%egganges in land use, and the colonisatien of the

-

moors, rather than by using a larger labour force.

A Y

Land Ownership: The consolidation of lamd ownership was part of a continuing

Now. that process speedéﬁ
\ ~
up. Although, by 1876 Cornish estates had not become either very large or
’
very prosperous, one half of the land (including waste) was concentrated in

o the handa of 83 individuals, each owning over 1,000 acres.39 "

process which"had gone on for hundreds of years.

’

Q ' T ‘ !

0
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TABLE NO. 1 , : B

] ‘ 6wner'shig of land, by, '
class, in Cornwall in
1876
Number ofy’Owners Class \ . Acres
@ i v
6 ' Peers ' . 85,549 ! !

29 Great Landowners / 246,216
48 Squires 81,600
224 Great Yeomen 112,000
3 699 Lesser Yeomen 118,830
: 4,028 Small Proprietors ' 105,295
8,717 Cottagers ) 1,186

115 ’ " Public Bodies ‘ 8,285 ’
W&Ste h - 70,968
13,866 Total 829,929

&:J/j«// (Bateman 1971, pp. 501-502) i
The most mmerous class of fandholders, the cottagers, especially
ﬁhose with less _than one-eighth of an acre, represénted some of the dis~
. -
\gg\ésessed rural proletariat who were forced t;o suppleme?t their subsistence
'from the laxi:i with other earnings/fmm mining, fishing, or in the small
tovnm of Cornwallt In 1876, those with some access to land ownership

w

totalled 13,866; the rest of the population, lthe mdjority, had none.

The institutional owners of the land, the Churchl'g as well as the
Duchy, showed the same interest in maximising their returns from the land
as the other landlords\ in this time of increz;§1ng capital involvement in
agriculture. Ten;\nt-farmers were faced wi‘th gr}eater ;:lemands from landlords_
who usually had more freedom for negbtiation tlkmn the tenan£ in times of
mounting pressure on the land. 1In Cornwall an ancient custom of three-
1ife leasesswhich benefitted the lesseesyhad survived into the nineteenth .

century. These were now converted into leases for short, fixed terms to

/ , .
allow the rentier class greater flexibility and higher returns in leasing -
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property.

Land Use: At the beginning of this period, even Cornwall with its humid

climate was a cereal growing, rather than a pastoral county. Some wheat
was grown, also barley and a now-extinct cereal, pillas (avena nuda). The
Cornish had eaten barley bread and, until the 1770's, in sufficient
quantities, so that food riots did not become common until after thi‘s time.
Potato growing was well suited both to the Cornish climate with its
short season of frosts, and to the sandy coastal soils. The cultivatrz:\r?“‘
of potatoes became sufficientlly common in the starvation years during and
after the Napoleonic Wars that it came to form,the basic food of most
people. .Later, at the end of the nineteenth century, potatoes became an

important export crop from Cornwa.ll. Early new pgg:atoes, especi?lly, found
a- ready market in the industrz'ial cit::[es of Eng]:and.

Improvements in farming techniques were a means of increasing
production from a limited land area without either using more labour or
without a more efficient, less exploitative use of labour. As the rural
population was forced off the land by poverty, the land was made to produce
more. The local writers of the day, Borlas‘e, Karkeek and Worgan, described
the use of lime, sand , seaweed and fish for manure; the intr.oduction of
turnips and potatoes; the improvement of stock, leading to the extinctiim
of the inferior Cornish, native breeds; and, the reclamation and enclosure
of the waste. The latter, the intei‘nal frontier of Cornwail was attacked
with the renewed vigor that capital availability, improved technology, and
Acts of Parliangent permitted. : Henderson has described, on Bodm‘in Mloor,/

7
"the derelict 'intakes' which learnt to grow corn during the Napoleonic
42
Wars and forgot the art when Peel revoked the Corn Laws."

From this waste moorland the miners, who lived in dispersed

RN
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settlements nearby, carved out small, square fields., Shortage of food was as
great a hazard to thg mining industry as flooded levels in the mines, and so
it became the custom that miners had thei£ plot of land on which to grow
potatoes, keep a plg and maybe hire a cow to milk. Contemporary writers suéh ’
as Lysons (1814) and Leifchild\(lﬁ52;*were impressed With the improvements this
made to the landscape. The photogréﬁh on pag? 103, taken in 1978, illustrates
the type of settleément whiéhdevolved. Leifchild also noted that it enabled
the Cornish miner to survive onywages "much inferior to pitmen and pit lads in
fhe northern coalf'ields".43 Whilst technological change brought dra?atic
increases in the productivity and output in the mining industry, the consumption
levels of the Cornish population by no means reflected this expan?ion. The
.

costs of reproduction of the labour force were passed to the consumers them—

. selves, so freeing industry from yet another expenditure.44

As the extern;l (overseas) frontier of the English nation expanded, the
national use o% the land and the economics of farm production altered accord-
ingly. Grain prices fell with the growth of Emﬂire. Improvements in transport
and the removal of "hindering legislation such as the Corn Laws allowed cheaper
corn from Canada and Australia to reach the British market. pDespite this
growing competition'&hree—quarters of Cornigh farmland remained arable until

43 The heavily stocked, green

1870 and this pattern continued into the.1890's.
pastuies of the West Country*are a legacy of subsequent years, when grain
produétion became economically legs attractive, because of competition with
foreign grains. Cornwall wasApy the 1880's produ;ing early spring flowers,
early potatoes and winter green vegetables for a luxury English market,
although as early as 1824 Stockdale writes of double-cropping and export of
potatoes from Pemzzmce.l‘6 ‘Agriculture thus began to develop commercially‘

w

often at the expemnse of the food requirements of the local populatipn. It
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became tied into the wider English marketing system and yet ag;ain Cornwall
F Al
was transfon'ned into a pheripheral supplier of. raw products,.

Agricultural Labour: The improvements and enclosures which has raised the

productive capacity of the land brouéht little benefit to those engaged in
the productive ):rocess. The peasant who fed and clotl}ed hinmself was replaced

by the rural labourer who depended on the farm for wages and the shop for

47

food, As in other parts of Britain the wages of the agricultural workers

were generally the lowest of all workers,

- !

The Cornish farm labourer was obliged to resort to the same expedients
as the English when hardship became unendurable. After the Napoleonic Wars
the Speenhamland system kept the poor within their parish and gave a little

c.‘narity.l'8 But then, in the face of the demands of the market economy for

’

labour, the Poor Law in 1830 adjusted the system, removed the pi‘otection of .

Speenhamland, and released the labour force from the land to work in the

industrial citles of the nort:h.l'9 The actual provision for the unemployed .

¢
~

was scarcely improved. RN

| The 'Swing' riots of 1830 were not a prevalent in Cornwail as the rest
of southern England, but thére were some cases of arson, 'swingf letters, and
food riots. By the end of t/he decade employment was more plentiful and wages

relatively high as these were comparatively good years in the mines. Also

.

the expedient of emigration was more readily taken up by the Cornish than

»

those from more inlang counties of Britain,50 thus releasing some pressure

\

from the local economy to provide for the needs of a;lln,.é . :

Agriculture in Cornwall was under pressure to provide for the largest

[}

population the county had ever had. That the peéple lived in hunger and

poverty was not because agricultire could not provide their needs, but basic-"

ally because it was answerable to completely different demands.sl
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IV. 7. Fishing

I

-

Fish ranked as the second export from Cornwall throughout this period.
S l ’
The older systems of production survived longer in fishing than in other

N

activities. Some drift fishermen still sailed their own boats, distributed

A

the catch among the crew according to the old custom of shares, and sold it
as the main protein food in the comiunities near where it was caught.

The seining side of the industry, as we have seen, belonged to the
adventurers. This contrast in ownership has been brought out by Jenkin:

Whereas the seines were owned in almost every case by parties
of 'adventurers', who were commonly merchants or men possessed
of substantial property, the driving boats or drifters were
usually the property of the more respectable fishermen them—
selves. The latter, accordingly, received no wages, their
renumeration being eng%rely on the success or otherwise of

the season's fishing.

The outfitting of a seine cost £1,000 in 1835, compared' with only ®250
for a drifter. Cellars, salt and barrels were needed to pack the f£ish for
export to the Mediterranean market. This ensured that capitalists who could
finance all these requirements controlled the industry. These capitalist

{
adventurers, as a ciass, also had the political power to ensure that legis-
lation suited their needs, as has been pointed out in the previous chapter.

Only during the war was the value of the drift fishery given
recognition as a training ground for sailors, which the in-shore seine fish-
ery was not. Yet the Napoleonic Wars were harsh on the fishring industry.
Wii:h the prohibition of exports, even the part-time seine fishermen and

workers in the cellars were unemployed.

Notwithstanding the contradictions and difficulties within the fish-

-ing industry, it was principally extermnal factors and the shortage of fish

N

which brought about its decline. In the 1860's steam driven trawlers from

the east of England started to make inroads on the Cornish grounds- depleting
[

o w m
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the stocks of fish, Le'gislation in 1868 attempted to prevent them from
coming too close iInshore., At about the same time the pilchard, always f]ickle,
in its migration habits, began to frequent the Cornish coast less and less.
The many small, fishing villages of Cornwall then went into a state of

decline until resuscitated in the twentieth century by the tourist industry.

IV. 8 The Process of Cultural Incorporation

The Church: Wesley came to Cornwall during the late elighteenth century just

as Cornish society was undergoing the changes necessary for its incorporation
as a mining complex in English industrial society. Local cultural roots had
been undercut by the demands which mercantile development made on Cornish
gsociety. The language had been one major victim, Further, the Established
Church - the church of the landowner, the merchant, the new industrialist -

no longer commanded the loyalty of the working class.

/
A non-conformist congregation in a village is a clear indication
of some group which wishes to assert its independence of squire
and parson, for few overt gestures of independence could them be 3

conceived than the public refusal to-attend the official church.
3 !

The apparently democratic structure; of the Wesleyan Church, .the
gysten of lgy preachers, and the organiéation of self-help groups brought it
closer and made it more attractive to the ordinary people than the Established
Church.sl‘ However, the areas open for real discussion and questioning were

few. Considerable discipline was called for in members' lives, c¢hild labour

in the new systems of prodpctioh was sanctioned, and each was made aware of
his place in society and prevailed upon to accept his lot.

It is, on the vhole, a matter for marvel that any observation of
ancient custom has survived in Cornwall, where ever since the -

- elghteenth century, any amusement of the working classes which
was not discouraged by the gentry as tending to idleness was
condemned by lattersgay religionists as incompatible with the
Christian calling, )

The Wesleyan Church, moreover, played a considerable role in turning the

-3
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|
CORNISH CHAPELS

¢ Truro Methodist Chapel was the third largest of the numerous Wesleyan
chapels built in Cornwall in the nineteenth century; their ubiquity
bearing witness to the hold which the teachings of Wesley had on the
Cornish people.

<

St. Day Wesleyan Chapel, built in 1844, illustrates the decline in chapel
attendance in the twentieth century when the buildings are converted.for
secular use — small industries, shops, homes, studios.
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Cornish working class into the malleable work force it was to become in the

nineteenth century. Basic issues were not opened to questioning - obedience

being more important than fulfillment! The total effect was to blunt the

o

chéllenge to a harsh and brutalising gystem which depressed living standards

and almost annihilitated what remained of a distinctive Cornish idenéity.
Eventually the Established Church locked to its image in Cormwall,

when the wealth coming out of the county enhanced the county's importance.

A new cathedral ir\x Truro was started in 1808, was completed by 1876,/and the

first bishop in nine hundred years was returned to the diocese.

Language: The last remaining speakers of Cornish li\‘red and died in the far

west of the county during tile nineteenth century.56 The opening up of mines

and the moveme?li; of people in search of ;rork catused an acceleration in the

decline of the Cornish 1a§}§v\iage. AlAl that remained by the end of these changes

were a few Cornish words_incorporated Into the local English dialect, together

with a few remains of the earlier syntax.57

The Compulsory Edu_cation Act of 1880 further speeded the process of
the cultural incorporation of Cornwall into England. The schools were
noticeably staffed with teachers from England whose own education stressed -
anglicisation. Grammatical error’s, which had their roots in the Fact thlat a
people had comparatively resently changed language, were corrected and the
ways of speech were to approach Standard English as far as possible.

The situation regarding language was very different from Wales; where
in 1891 ove;r half‘ s million peopl'e, a quart:ar of the po"pulation, still spoke )
ng Engl:l.:sh.58 Once the Cornish people had vlost their language, only the
scholars could salvage the remnants. At the end of the nineteenth century

. /

there was a Celtic renaissance all along the Atlantic fringe of North-Western

Europe. Hechter seces this movement as the response of exploited, colonised
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59

7

peoﬁle attempting to re~assert themselves,
On the other hand, not everyone suffered from the process' of anglif:i—
sation, A Cornish middle class had emar'ged which had accepted it and had
benefitted fr<;m thg economic developments of this per:lod.60 As a county
elite, the members of th;f.s class now began to enjoy a cultured life such as
had not previously been available, Truro‘ was bullt up into an attractive
centre where, for the wealthy, the alternative to a London house was a
Georgian mansion. Imported architectural styles and building materials
also left thelr impression; a Doric Methodist Chapel and an Assembly Rooms
faced with Bath stone still grace the town, Learngd societies and colleges

were founded and were patronised by this class in Cornish society.61

IV. 9 Conclusion

By the end of this period, around the turn of the twentieth century,
Cornwall had been fully penetrated, its resources exploited and depleted and
its culture assimilated within the wider English industrial society. The
majority of the Cornish had been transformed into wage earners in the mines,
fishing boats and on the farms, A middle class developed and was able to
benefit from these developments because of its ability either to invest in
such activities or join larger groups of external investors as junior partners.

The collapse of fishing and copper mining and theilr subsidiary industries

" - brought to an end this period of great industrial activity. The hyperdevelop-

ment of too nartow a sector of the ecomomy, especially one based on exhaust-
ible mineral resources, dependent o;:x external f:apital, technology and markets,
led to inevitable disastaer. The ensuing emigratic;n of the younger, more
dynamic elements weakened an already threatened and impoverished society.

The coming of the railway, also, was symbolic- of penetration as well as

being one of the most visible of the agents of material change in the Cornish
|
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The impact of these changes on the cultural life of Cornwall

[

was such that the only future most people could visualise was a éomplete

Iandscape.

merging into English society, in the hope that somehow this would ensure a

more prosperous eéonomic fugure. - T
The landscape of barrem wastes of ?ine spoil and’abandoned engine
houses which characterised Cornwﬁll at the tur; of the twentieth century
epitomises the effects of the incorporation of ‘a raw material producing
periphery into theyecoppmy of a more powerful,‘centralising power. Mining
villages and isolated cottages deteriorated and became desérted ag the people
moved away, when the economic basig of their livelihood declined. The \game
happened to the fishing villages which decayed and declined until they cage

3

to be put to an alternative use by the twentieth century tourist industry. ..
N

Cornyall was a depressed region at the turn of the twentieth century and

the landscape evidenced this decline despite the %ew'magnificent and elegant
buildi;gs which had been constructed to grace its towns and countrygide.

The historical geograph} of Cornwall in the eighteenth. and nineteenth
centuries marks a time when the industrial development of the county reached
The next chapter will examine the changes which industrial

a climax.

caﬁital brings to the land and society of Cornwall in the twentieth century

~

as it fashions them to meet new demands.

i
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CORNWALL DURING THE ENGLISH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
!

(4]

FOOTNOTES-CHAPTER FOUR

»
L

!
Pounds.N.J.G., og.,cit. p. 45.

Thompson.E.P., op. cit. pp. 40 - 48.

The precepts preached by Wesley were extreme self-disc:lpline and
self denial, the doctrines of submission, the acceptance of child
labour and above all the philosophy of deferring expectations of

a better life until the next world.

Salvi.S., op. cit ©p. 443.

Salvi finds the attachment to Methodism in both )Cornwall and Wales is
a rejection by Celtic minorities of the dominant' English Church.
Baker.A.R.H., Conference Report "Rhetoric and reality in historical
geography"., op. cit./ p. 303.

Darby.H.C., op. cit. pp. 306-307

In the seventeenth century Cornwall's population increased by 8 per
cent comparedwith 27 per cent for England as a whole. In the
eighteenth century Cornwall's population increased by 50 per cent
compared with 57 per cent for England as a whole. >

Hobsbawm.E.J., From 1750 to the Present Day. Industry and Empire,
(Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1968, 1969) pp. 43 ~ 45.

Samuel.R., "The workshop of the world.', History Workshop Issue 3
Spring 1977 pp. 6 ~ 72.

'grass' miners term used to denote the surface, /

man—engines A series of moving ladders which transported the
miners to the surface. From 1836 there was discussion in the local
press of the need to transport miners to the surface and the dangers
and exertion of the long climb to the surface. In 1842 the first
man engine was used in Cornwall. 1In 1865 the mine owners success-
fully countered Lord Kinniard's demand for improved conditions and
his Bill was withdrawn. Any improvement in working conditions for
the miners being too expensive for the owners. As early as 1765 ,

. Trevethick was working at Dolcoath and effecting improvements

sufficient to ventilate and drain new, deeper workings but these
improvements,which were technically feasible,were often not installed
for many, years,it being claimed by the owners they were too
expensive. .

Thompson.E.V,, Chase the Wind, (Macmillam, London, 1977).

Thompson recreates the conditions of the copper miners' lives in

this historical novel.

14

Donald.M.B., Elizabethan Copper. The history of the Company of Mines
Royal 1568 ~ 1605, (London, 1955)

Cornish copper had briefly been exploited when needed for cannons
to £fight the Armada, At this time the ore was taken to Wales for
smelting. When copper was extensively mined in the eighteenth and -
nineteenth centuries, the ores were again smelted in Wales as the
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already established Welsh smelters continued the processing. In
some cases it was family connections between Welsh smelters and
Cornish mineowners which ensured that Cornwall remained a raw J
material producer. !

Rees.W., Industry before the Industrial Revolution Vol. 1,

Rees estimates it would have been legs costly to take the .fuel
(from Wales) to the ore (in Cornwall). "Cornish ore on the whole
gave little more than 8 per cent return, thirteen tons of ore and \
three tons of coal being required to produce onme ton of copper™
Previous historical precedent and connectidns were more important
than geographical factors in determining the location of the copper
smelting industry.

at
v

Eggg'g‘ -C. ; The Industrial Archaeology of Cornwall, (David and Charles,
il Newton Abbot,. 1972) p. 46,

Laws and Todd name other local families ~ Harvey, Fox, Price, Tregelles,

Wildon, Gould, Wood, - and’/says of them: "'This group of cdpitalists

was destined to become one of the most powerful in Cornwall grasping

at the new opportunities in the 1790's as the monopoly of Watt came

to its close...."

Dobb.M., op. cit, p. 277, v !
"The personnel which captained the new factory industry and took the

initiative in 1ts expansion was largely of humble origin, coming
from the ranks of former master craftsmen or yeomen farmers with a
small capital which they lncreased by going into partnership with
more substantial merchant. They brought with them the rough vigour
and boundless ambition of the small rural bourgeoisie,"

i

Engels.F., The Conditions of the Working Class in England, (Panther,
Herts., 1892, 1969) pp. 156 - 227. ) L.

Hechter.M., op. cit. p. 120 )
Hechter quotes Lewis Namier who exposes the 'rotteness' of the
Cornish boroughs. -He notes,too,the particularly close connections

between London and the parliamentary members.

Pressnell.L.S., Country Banking in the Industrial Revolution,

(Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1956) p. 322.
Pressnell egpecially stresses the importance of the contribution
of country banks to the mining and metallurgical industries,

/

ibid., p. 1
Jervis.F.R,J., The Evolution of Modern Industry, (Harrap, London, ‘ .
1960, 1966) pp. 267 - 286. o

Rowe.J., op., cit, p. 135 and p. 188,

{ H

Rowe,J., op. cit. p. 78,

- )
e /
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Dobb.M., op. cit. p. 260. : | h
The new type of capitalist was "no longer simply usurer or trader

in his counting housé, but as captain of industry, organiser and )
planner of the operations of the production unit, embodiment of
an authoritarian diseipline over a labour army which, robbed of '
economic citizenship, had to be coerced to the fulfilment of its
onerous duties in another's service by the whip alternately of
hunger and of the master's oversgeer.” B

Anon,, Sketch of the Life of William West C.E. of Tredenham
Introduction by J. Stengelhofen (Institute of Cornish Studies,
Redruth, 1880 1973) , 1

Cipolla.C,, The Fontana Economic History of Euroge. The Emergence
of Industrial Societies, Part One (Collins, london, 1973) p. 187.

'captain' was- the title given to the man in charge of the technical
side of the mi:t.l He was the link between the capitalist and
the labouring mThers.

Baker.A.R,H., "Patterns of popular protest'', Review Article,

" Journal of Historical Geography 1, 4 (1975) pp. 383 - 387/

"Tension and violence were both likely to increase as Western

societies modernised and industrialised during the nineteenth

century, &nd an examination of protest has come to be seen as the i
most obvious means of evaluating the key issue of adaptation or
resistance to industrial change. Furthermore, social.protest

itself underwent a process of modernisation during the nineteenth
century, and many historlans now find it useful to distinguish

between pre-industrial (or early industrial) and industrial forms

of protest."

Rowe.J., op, cit. p. 311 cites the Balleswidden strike.

Dobb.M., op, eit./ p. 263,

"Prior to this, [[the last quarter of the mineteenth centuryj the
majority of the workers retained the marks of the earlier period

of capitalism, alike in their habits and interests, the nature of
the employment relation and the circumstances of their exploitation.
Capacity for enduring organization or long~sighted policies remained
undeveloped; the horizon of interest was apt to be the trade and
even the locality, rather that the class,..."

The' greatest depth was found in Dolcoath at 550 fathoms, 3,300 feet.

Stevens.G.A.,, ""Do you know Cornwall™ (Truro, 1970) A
Engels.F., op. cit. p. 268. -

Rowe,J., op. cit. p. 151-152.
Rowe shows how in the parish of St, Cleer,the mortality rate 1ncreased
after 1830 when copper was found there. The population of St. Cleer,

Q
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an agricultural parish in 1801, rose from 774,to 982 in 1830.

By 1861 it had reached 3,931.

Table No. 2
MORTALITY IN THE '
PARISH OF ST. CLEER,

" 127,

1813 - 1860
MALES °
Period Total Under .5 Over 70 Average
Burials " Years of Age Years Age
1813-19 31 6 12 51, 6m.,
1820-29 69 ¥ 13 - 22 46, 4m.
1830-39 82 18 31 42, 6m.
1840-49 135 49 30 35, 2.
1185059, 259 130 26 21,10m.
)
FEMALES
1813-19 37 2 12 45, 3m.
182529 65 14 v 23 44 ,6m.
1830-39 88 27 32 42,8m.
1840-49 118 41 33 35 yrs.
1850-59 214 103 24 21, 3m.

284

30.

Perhaps the most significant factor in this table is how the
decline in life expectancy, for men is paralleled by that for
women and children. Exploitative conditions in the mines
followeld the miners to their homes.

i

Leifchild.J.R., Cornwall, Vita mines and miners, (Frank Cass,
London, 1857, 1968) p. 283.

Ttiompson.E.P., op. icit. p. 67 - 68.
* "The God-provided 'laws' of supply and demand, whereby scarcity
inevitably led to scaring prices, had by no means won acceptance

- in the popular mind, where older notions of face~to~face bargaining e

still persisted." : e !

“q .

Halliday.F.E., op. cit. p. 293. . : }
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Jenkin.A.K.H., The Cornish Miner, p. 98
Jenkin also makes reference to the Celtic, racial characteristics,
as determinants of Cornish behaviotir at work.

Harris.J.R., The Copper Ring. Thomas Williams of Llanidan. 1737 -
1802,, (Liverpool University, 1964)

" Randall.R.W,, Real del Monte. A British Mining Venture in Mexico,

(University of Texas, Austin. 1972) p. 40 and pp. 127 - 142.
Rowe.J., op. cit. p. 145.

Vale.E., The Harveys of Hayle. Engineers, Shipwrights and Merchants
of Cornwall, (D, B. Barton, Truro, 1966)

Barton.D.B., A History of Copper Mining in Cornwall and Devon,
(D B. Barton, Truro, 1968), p. 79, v

Todd.A.C., The Cornish Miner in America, (D. B. Barton, Truro, 1967)

_PP. 20 -~ 23.

Report from Lt.- Governor of South Australia, (Colonial Land and

Emjigration Commission, 1851) Public Record Office, London,

€0386/69 pp. 143 - 145 and pp. 166 - 173,

These reports make clear both the need in Australia for Cornish

miners and also their extreme poverty. They could not afford the
-ﬁ-Z deposit required for the passage, in 1851, or even the reduced
&1 deposit.

CO0386/79 pp. 75 - 77.

.Nor yet could the Cornish miners afford the cost of transit to the
port of embarkation; and so by 1857 half of the ships despatched
to Australia left from Plymouth. The discovery of copper, in
Australia had by this time made the demand for miners urgent,

Thomas ,A.C., Britain and Ireland in Early Christian Times A.D. 400 -
800. (McGraw Hill, New York, 1971) pp. 68 - 69.

Rowe.J., The Hard Rock Men, Cornish Immigrants and the North American
Mining Frontier, (Harper and Row, U. S. A., 1974) “\
Rowse,A.L., The Cousin Jacks. The Cornish in America, (Scribners,“}
New York, 1969) ¢ .
Rowse is particularly aware of the extent to which the Cornish took
a feeling of distinctiveness and ethnic identity when they emigrated.
The greatest numbers went to the United States and Rowse highlights
their contribution to the development of that country. He pays
special attention to the residual features of Cornish identity he
finds there, mainly in the mining areas. -

"Davis.R.H., Life in thé& Iron Mills, (Feminist Press Reprint No. 1,
0ld Westbury, New York, 1861, 1972) p. 15, ‘
"ou may pick the Welsh migrants, Cornish miners, out of the throng
passing the windows, any day, they are a trifle more filthy; their
muscles are not 80 brawny; they stoop more. When they are drunk,
they neither yell, nor shout, nor stagger, but skulk along like

“- beaten hounds."
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38. Hobgbawm.E., op. cit. p. 97.

39. Bateman.J., The Great Landowners of Great Britain and Ireland,
(Leicester University Press, 1876,1971) pp. 501 - 502

40. Rowe.J., ‘Cornwall in the Age of the Industrial Revolution. '
p. 220.

The Dean of Exeter attempted to exatt a toll on the taking of sand
at Perran Sands, an extensive sandy waste on the north coast of
Cornyall, which constantly threatens nearby farmland. This had
been a right from time immemorial. The judgement in court went
against the farmers and their subsequent attempts to mobilise
support failed. "The protagonists of the rights of private
property had won another victory over older customary communal

rights." *

41. Mandel.E., op. cit. p. 282.
"Landowners try to make tenancies remewable as frequently\as
possible (annually, if they can), so as to ensure a correspgndingly

regular increase in differential rent. Farmers, for .their part,

are interested in securing long leases, so as to be able to benefit |
by the improvements due to their capital (or their labour, in the
case of small farms),.

42, Stamp.L.D.S., op. cit. pp. 458 - 463
Henderson.C., op. cit. p. 125,

!
43. Leifchild.J.R., op. cit. p. 283.

44, Meillassoux,C., "From production to reproduction.' Economy and Society
Vol 1., No. 1., 1972 pp. 93 - 105.
Meillassoux explains how agricultural, self-sustaining communities
assume responsibility for social security (old age, sickness, un-
employment) while capitalism merely exploits the wage-earners as
for example, cheap labour in the mines. A parallel can be drawn
with the Cornish miner being allowed a little land to survive when
wages do not allow sufficient food to be bought,

45, Smith.ﬁ., An Introduction to the Economic Geography of Great Britain.
Part-1 of an Economic Geography of Great Britain, (Methuen, London,

1949) p. 206.

46. Stockdale.F.W.L., Excursions through Cornwall 1824, (D B. Barton,
Truro, 1824, 1972) pp. 11 - 12.

47, Hammond. J.L. and.B., The Rise of Modern Industry, (Methuen, London,
1925, 1951) p. 191

48. Hobsbawm.E., op. cit. p. 105. -
‘ Speenhamland was "a last, inefficient, ill-considered and unguécess-

ful attempt to maintain a traditional rural order in face of the

market economy, "' /
i
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: .49, Dobb.M., op. cit. pp. 274 - 275. i
In 1834 the Poor Law "set the seal on unfettered free trade in thé

labour market."
{

50. Hobsbawm.E. and Rudé.G., Qiptain Swing.A Social History of the
Great English Agricultural Uprising of 1830, (Norton, New York,
: 1975) pp. 129 - 131.

f . 51. Mandel. E., op. cit. p. 298,

"The problem does not lie in the absolute increase in population

f but in the capitalist condition of production and distribution

’ which creates a situation of plenty and poverty side by side."

! !

" 52, Jenkin.A.K.H., Cornwall and its People, Cornish Seafarers, Cornwall
‘ and the Cornish. Cornish Homes and Customs., (Dent, London, 1932)

p. 9.

P

53. Hobsbawm.E.J.) .
Rudé,G. ) OE' cit. P. 187 |

54. Thompson.E.P., op. cit. p. 41.
"But it was Wesley who was the superlatively energetic organiser,

administrator, and law-giver. He succeeded in comgining in exactly ‘
the right proportions democracy and discipline, doctrine and ‘
emotionalism; his achievement lay not so much in the hysterical
revivalist meetings (which were not uncommon in the century of

Tyburn) but in the organisation of sustaining Metholist societies

in trading and market centres, and in mining, weaving and labouring
communities, the democratic participation of whose members in the

Iife of the Church was both enlisted and strictly superintended

and disciplined."” ,

ST NI I T = BT 1B dety b e et ey ey

N 55, Jenkin,A.K.H., The Cornish Miner (1962) p. 129.

- 1
/ ~ 56, Salvi.S., op. cit. p. 435. Salvi cites John Davey who died in 1891.

Ellis.P.B., op. cit. p. 126."
Ellis notes that Betsy Matthews who died in 1887 had known a great

deal of Cornish, including the Lord's Prayer, the names of the
> months and numerals.

57. Phillipps K.C., Westcountry Words and Ways, (David and Charles,
Newton Abbot, 1976)

58.  Philip. A.B., Nationalism in Welsh Politics, 1945 - 1970
(University of Wales Press, Cardiff, 1975), p. 5.

\
\

¥
'

59. Hechter.M.,-op. cit. p. 59. /
"The peripheries weapon of resistance to English authority was the

nineteenth century development which came to be known as 'Celtic
culture', though in many ways this had little in common with its
(ﬂ\ . ancient counterpart. The renaissance of Celtic culture, the
- beginnings of Celtic nationalism, and the distinctive electoral
behaviour of the Celtic territories were all responses to a
situation which may usefully desecribed as colonial."

k
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Hechter.M., op., cit. p. 109. )
"However one group om the Celtic fringe did not have to be forced,

let alone encouraged to adopt the ways and manners of the English,
I am referring to the gentry.. Among this class were many who
obtained wealth and pretension sufficient to comsider themselves
upper class Britons; they went to great lengths to dissociate
themselves from their,rude and barbaric countrymen."

A few of these societies were:

1814 The Royal Geological Society of Cornwall was founded (in 1814).
1818 The Royal Institution of Cornwall was founded (in 1818).
In 1980 it administers the County Museum in Truro and owns
collections of Cornish historical documents, a library of
"books on Cornwall and local artefacts. i
1833 Royal Cornwall Polytechnic at Palmouth gave encouragement to
workers' inventiveness although they could not be members. .
1859 Miners' Asso¢iation of Cornwall and Devonshire founded.

!
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CHAPTER FIVE: CORNWALL IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

V.l Introduction:

During the twentieth century Cornwall has become a resource base
of a different type from ﬁha; of earlier periods. Some of the resources
previously extracted were now physiecally exhausted, or economically not
profitable, so the economy was transformed as its major sectors - mining
and fishing - declined. Farming throughout Britain was in anything but
a healthy condition at the turn of the century, and Cornwall was no exception.
The stagnant economy in the county meant high levels of enemployment for
the Cornish, or continued emigration.

However,industrial capital has invested in the production of new
resources from the Tornish periphery. In this cohtinuing process, as
Hechter sees it, "the core is seen to dominate the periphery politically
and to exploit it tpaterially."l What Cornwall now provides includes
specialised farm products, china clgy, and land to use for recreational
and ;tratégic purposes. Improvements in transport have brought Cornwall
into close contact‘with the rest oé England, and in particular made its
uge as a mags tourist area practicable. The growth of all the modern
communications media has completed the cultural incorporation of Cornish
society into the mainstream of English cultural and social developmePts.
Migranté into the county from the rest of Britain have come now to form
about half of the population of Cornwall. As Sawyer has poted, "English
settlement in Cornwall, particularly in the west, has bee; on such a scale
that only 43 per cent of the inhabitants have two or more Cornish grand-

parents."2 The new inhabitants are often retired people and reldtively

i
affluent, at least in comparison with the majority of |the, Cornish. The

-
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resulting social structure in Cornwall néw contains an ethnic dimension,
with the Cornish forming most of the working class, and many of the more
/recent English immigrants and a lesser number of Cornish forming the middle
class. ‘

The only alternative voice to incorporation into England comes
from the Cornish national movement, which attempts to harness and articulate
the discontent felt in many parts of the county. As well as feeling over-
whelmed numerically by long or short term visitors, most Cornish find the
avenues for education and employment in the county severely restricted.

The nationalist parties,which voice thesé concerns,3 see a bleak outlook
for the future of a distinctive society. ,
The Cornish landscape, too, has been considerably changed by man

in this period., Main roads cross the countryside and bisect or by-pass

- towns and villages with autoroutes. Settlements expand with their mush-

rooming housing estates. The coastline annually erupts in a blaze of

colour while catering to the millions of tourists. The harbour walls of

\

fishing villages, such as Mousehole,in the illustration on page 55, ara
lined with tourists and the Infrastructure to cater to their needs each
summer 1Instead of fishermen, their nets and fishing gear. And the china

clay industry spills its spoil over a fifteen mile radius around St.

Austell. '

H

V.2 Demography:

The demographic imbalance in age structure which resulted from
the Great Emigration of Cornish miners and their families at the end of
the nineteenth century has remailned and become accentuated by events of

the tventieth century, Map No. 8 on page 93 shows how the pattern of
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population density and distribution which had evolved during the nineteenth

century, to provide labour for an extensive mining industry, persigted long

,after the collapse of that industry, Despite the heavy emigration, many

remained to live out their lives in the shadow of the abrupt changes which
the economy had undergome. |

In the twentieth century,the birth rate declined with smaller
families being produced; and the death rate,too,continued to fall. These
two factors affected population growth in Cornwall, -but migration has far
exceeded both in determining the demographic structure, and the size and
distribution of“the population. The Cornish population decreased in
numbers (apart from during the two World Wars) throughout the tweﬁtieth
century until 1961, largely because of continued emigration,

From 1961, after one hundred years of almost/continuous population
decline, the numbers of people in Cornwall started to increase as those
chooéing the county as a home outnumbered those forced to seek a living
beyond the‘Ta@ar. Those still leaving the county were from the age~group
20 - 24 years, many leaving to seek the further education and training
wvhich Cornwall did not provide. These tended to be Cornish-borm, probably
of Cornish grandparents. Howevef, once skills and education were acquired,
few opportunities to practise them were available in Cornwall, and the
county has continued to lose its indigenous youth, even when foreign mining
camps were not claiming them.4

The strong sense of regional consciousness recognised in South-
West England in 1930 by W. S. Lewis still exists but its presence is
threatened by the dilution of the local population and its culture by

considerable immigration, at the same time as its own young pedple‘are

forced to emigrate.

~
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From 1961 on, an excess of immigrants 5ver those out-migrating
came to Cornwall from all parts ofﬁﬁritain, but expeéially from the nearer
industrial areas - London, the Midlandseand Bristoli But in contrast to
the out-migrants, the majority migrating into the county belong to the
55 - 70 years age group. The consequent top~heavy demographic structure
puts an excessive demand on hospital and other social services. As a
result the region seems headed to become a gigantic geriatric unit with
seriéus sociological implications.5

More recently, though, another development has come to provide
a counterbalance to the hundred year out-migration of the young from
Cornwall. People in the 25 - 29.years age group have been attracted to
Cornwall, especially between 1966 and 1971, This change in attitude of the
working young to the county is revealed in a survéy made by the Planning \
Department at County Hall, Truro. This young, working age group, it seems,
consider that Cornwall offers/than a "better environment", especially for
their young families. Returning locals place the a&vantages of closeness

)
to families and friends next on their list, while immigrants place the
preference for a rural life next. To both groups, these far outweigh the
desire'fﬁr better job prospects, promotion, fringe)benefits and/Letter
wages. Cornish society'could well be revitalised by the addition of this
very dynamic group to the population. However, between 1966 and 1971,
forty per cent of those living within the county changed their place of
residence, indicating a society in a state of flux.6
Unemployment: The unemployment situation in Cornwall in the twentieth
century has been serious. Despite the numbers emigrating, the economy has

not been able to provide for those remaining. Peripheries,such as Cornwall,

have been affected in an exaggerated, not a diminished, way by world and
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Council estates can provide working class people with an answer to the
housing problem, This ig in St. Day, at the centre of the Gwennap copper
mining area which gave the Williams family its fortunme. Here a mistake
was made and the house was bullt over an old, uncharted mine shaft. The
two elderly occupants were injured and later died when their front door~
step collapsed under them.

!
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This permanent caravan site lies on' the outskir
main railway, a stone crushing plant, and the femains % d tin

mining area in the middle distance of the photograph. %rn Bjea rises

behind. The high cost of housing drives workers to such ramiedies. It
is part of the Cornwall the tourist does not usually see,

2
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British depressions, InﬂadditiOn the producg}on of raw materials together
with the mechanisation of agriculture have curtailed employment opportunities.
In the most serious decade, froq 1929 to 1938, Cornwall had a higher
;;employment rate than Devon, iq§e{f having unem%loyment above the average
of the other South~West counties and Britain as a whole, In the worst year
of the d}éat Depression, 1932, unemployment rose to 25 per cent in
Cornwall.7

In the years foliowing the Second World Wa?, the percentage of
unemployed tended to decline with generally improved conditions, and locally
with the growth of the tourist industry. But from the mid-1960's with the
general dovmturn in the British economy there has been a tendency for num-,
bers unemployed to rise again, an& by 1977 the unemployment rate stood at
11.3 pér cent;8 a level significantly above the British average.

As well as high unemployment, the Cornish working class has in the
twentieth century received take—?ome wages ‘below the national average.
The large number of unorganised workers in ;he tourist industry has kept
the average wage in Newquay, Bude and St. Ives the lowest in the county.
On the other hand, the more organised workers, in the towns with extractive

or secondary industry such as Falmouth, St. Austell, Bodmin, Redruth and

Camborne, have the highest average earnings in the county.l

7

V.3 The Land:

1] 1

Agriculture once again' became the m#instay of the Cornish economy
with the decline of mining and fishing at the turn of the century. Changes
in land ownership in every period have provided important highliéhts to the
problems of the development in Cornwall., The ten&ency to consolidate has
continued, although the majority of farms still remain small.

K
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TABLE NO, 3 .

PERCENTAGE -CHANGE IN FARM OWNERSHIP )

IN CORNWALL 1943 TO 1975

1943 1975
Over 120 ha, 1z : 3%
: 60 - 120 ha, 6% . 127

Under 60 ha, 93% 852

.

. C.C.C. Report of Survey
: . Page. 73.
! ~
. i }_’«/ ,
Government encouragement and subsidies for the consolidation of,

farms in recent legislation has aided the larger land holders and the
Corm;all County Council considers that larger units are generally more
desirable in reltation to long term efficiency and viability. This
efficiency and viability have yet to be demonstrated im their broadest
social and economic terms, even if they are successful in short term

profitability to ayiimited number of owners.

. The smallest holdings, those ’less than 40 ha., are declining in
numbers, and increasingly these have become hobby farms with limited
agricultural productionlﬂ Local farmers despair at this use of the land ®
which often means it will not be well maintained. Weeds from neglected
pastures spread to their cropg and damage is caused by w§ndering livestock.-

Agricultpral ladd in Cornwall is threatened in other ways, too.
A harvest of tents and cafavans (trailers) is more profitable than one. of
oats and cows. The coastal areas of Cormwall eapecially are overvwhelmed
in summer beneath a sea of canvas. Agricultural buildings are turned into
shops, restaurants and ietting accommodation. The agricultural use of the

A
+
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land becomes merely a background to its function as a tourist reserve.
/

|

The spread of towns, notably Falmouth and Penzance, onto Grade
1 and 2 agricultural land is another problem, This is particularly grave

in Cornwall where there is limited high quality farmland. More rigorous

guidelines for housing development seem to be d«asirable.11 '

The dying Tamar Valley fruit industry illustrates another aspect

t ’
of change in the Cornish landscape., The broken glass of the greenhouses

which line the steep sides of the Tamar Valley around Gunnislake presents
a dismal sight, Difficulties of transport, rising oil prices and labour
costs have all contributed to this. But it is the competition from out-of-
season crops, such as winter stré;wberries from Mexico, and from fruits and

vegetables of the countries of the European Common Market that have finally

»

killed the industry. Geographically, the area is ideally suited to small

fruits cultivation. In economic terms, such cultivation ceased to be
¢

i
viable there when considered in the wider context of English economic and
political interests. Here is an example of a Cornish industry being

{
subjected to the demands of English interests as expressed through market

s

change in the European Economic Community. - .

An important side-effect of modern agricultural methods on the
\

landscape of Cornwall has been the destruction of trees and hedges. Hedges
were reduced in extent by ten per cent in the years from 1947 to 1975. The
loss of hedges is more noticeable in the Cornish landscape than in an area
with more accentuated 1a;ndfoms, an;i the treeless windskél;t plateaux need.

the protection of the traditional hedge-banks of earth, stones and
}

a |

vegetation.

Land Use: At-the beginning of this period, the percentage of arable land

eontinued the fall begun originally in ‘the nineteenth century when corn

/
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growing became less economic, Arable land occupied 75 per cent of the

cultivated area in 1870. but this fell to 52 per cent by 1‘913.12 By

contrast, the area under grass rose from 24.9 per cent 'to 42 per cent in
the same years, " Further to this - in 1913 almost half of the arable area,
47.8 per cent, was in seed grass, an agricultural response‘ to the climate
of mild temperatures and heavy rainfall, which rapidly exhausts permanent
pasture, » -

) Agriculture in the nineteenth c/entury, as lwe have seen, changed‘l
from ixa{'ing been largely subsistent to being mainly commercial .as moré '
capital was invested in the land and distant market demands grew. Improve-
ments in transpprbﬁhelped to speed this process. It was rall transport
which made English markets available to éomigh prodﬁcts. Dairy products,
su;h as butter, cheese and cream rather than milk itself were bef.ng marketed
throughout Britain in the early twentieth century. With later improvements
in handiing, milk too was exported tdfEnglish industrial cities. As a ‘
result. by 1975 grass for milk production occupied 67 per cent; -of the

total land area.

These changes have in turn m;de Cornwall dependent ox; m;ww&
food, notably'cereals. However, it must be conceded that stock and dairy
férming are more suited to the environmefxt\ of the region than cereal glrow-
:‘Lng. The damp climate is ill-suited to gra:ﬂln prc;\duction,ax‘ld the hilly
terrain along the rt\merous V}lle; sides 1is difficult to cultivate.
England's expanding f;l:ontiers overseas in the nineteenth century brought
cereal producta“ from areas with more favourable growing conditionms, and/

'

these trading relationships have continued to the present.

The development of the railway, and later road and air tramsport,

[

have brought .the industrial cities of Britain closer, and as a response e

\

{
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Cornish horticultural industry has grown up to supply this market., Daffodils
A ) 3

and spring flowers from the Scilly Isles, early potatoes and winter broccoli

from the. land behind Mount"s Bay, and 'small fruits from the Tamar Valley

are sent all over- England. A rising standard of living in post-war Britain

'encouraged a demand for crops which could be grown earlier in Cornwall

than the rest of England beécause of the mild spring climate. Until the
1970's, these crops commanded an unchallenged market. Then the lowered
tariff wall of the E, E, C. and the rapid transport networks brought

competing produce from Europe, seriously threatening market gardening.

V. 4 Tourism:

In the late 1950's, tourism c;vertook agriculture as the main source
of income in Cornwall, Tourism has insinuated itself into the life of
Cqmwall, and can be perceived at a series of levels -~ as the substantial
Victorian hotels which 'grace the clifftops at Newquay and t.he seafront at
Falmouth, ’as the 'Bed and Breakfast' signs at the front gate or farm
entrance, or in the serried rows of caravans on th;z coastal sites. The
illustrations on page 143 evidence the latter two aspects of the tourist
industry. The character of the tourist industry has changed from the 1950's.

Before that time accommodation in hotels or houses offering 'board residence’

_ made the impact of the industry less visible on the landscape. Since the

1950's; the increasing numbers of visitors using private transport and
taking a camping o; self-catering type of holiday has meant a proliferation
of services, roé;ls and camp sites to cater to their needs.13 These have
become highly visible and often unattractive features on the Cornish land-
scape.

Transport: The problem of transport has been a factor of singular

importance in the development of the Cornish holiday industry since its




The word 'emmet', a West-
country word for 'ant', is
used as a term of derision
for tourists who resemble
ants in their numbers on the
beaches in summer. Four
million visitors each year
appears to be finally tao
much for the Cornish psyche.
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The whole valley and sea front of forthmellon, near Mevagissey, are taken
up with camping grounds for tents and caravans., This photograph, taken
in May before the 'season' had begun, indicates that the landscape

provides the basis for greater profits than the use of the land for
agriculture.
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F "Your old man's bed is in the bath
. and just to let one single more . |
O | you kip down on the kitchen floor."  J.Barber

This is not an unusual level of intrusion of the annual scramble to

supplement an otherwise inadequate income from the tourist industry in
the short summer months.

5
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inception in the nine;eent"h century, The area's grand cliffs, sandy beaches
and the romantic side of its history“ iaecame known and accessible to the
English with the develogment of the railway. As long as rail was the
predominant form of trangport, the industry was less obtrusive and demand-
ing of the local environment. But the growth of road transport for goods
as well as people since the 1950's has brought problems. The pattern of
lanes of medieval origin or earliiér, bordered by stone and earth banks up
to eight feet high/, has not been conducive to the organisation of a modern
system of road transport. When 'improvements' are undertaken, however, the
removal of the hedges destroys one of the main features of the Cornish
landscape. Nor have the seven miles of formal motorway by-passing Camborne
and Redruth in the centre of the county done much to ameliorate a county~
wide traffic pfoblem. With most tourists enjoying the compl;ate mobility
of their own private transport the volume of traffic generated cannot be
accommpdated in the restricted area‘ of the county and on the network of
narrow roads and laneés. The general problem is exacerbated by specific
additional difficulties: the uncertainty of the Cornish weather keeps
people away from thé beac}xes; there is little public transport; the bulk
and slowness of caravansAaré‘E'particular hindrance. As a result of all.
these, traffic line-ups 1in the peak season‘ can stretch from one centre
to amot:her.]'5 Those converging on St. Ives, a compact.fié;hing port, Newquay,
the largest resort, and Penzance, at the end of the line, are the worét.,
Ecology: When 4,000,000 people pass through a region which norin-;lTy/h:\:ses
one~-tenth that number, the pressures on services and on the land itself
can be intense, The temporary summer camping grounds have problems in

ensuring that their internal facilities are adequate for the ghort peak

[
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4
season, The disposal of sewerage is one of the most serious, Twenty~-five

places along the Cornish coasI; were found to be discharging untreated ,
sewerage at or above the low water mark in 1975 and some were even dis-
charging it above the high water mark., All the places concerned were
popular tourist beaches.l6

i

Types of tourism: The most recent trend in the Cornish tourist industry

is to an increase in self-catering, >Tou'ring caravans and tents increased

by 189 per cent in the decade from 1964 t? 1974. Rented accommodation with

self-catering facilitiés expanded by 139 per cent, The more labour-

intensive side of the industry seems to have grown far less - hotel laccom—

modation by 25.4 per cent and 'bed and breakfast' by only 19.4 per cent.
The current trends within the industry appear to be bringing

fewer benefits to the people of Cornwall. As a result, labour requirements,

comparatively, have tended to decline. 'Bed and breakfast' accommodation

is the area in which local people, with little capital to invest, can most

effectively benefit from the industry, and this 1s precisely the area of

"tourism which is growing least.17

Housing: A proportion of Cornwall's housing stock is lost to the
inhabitants of the county as a result of the demands of the tourist industry,
in the sense that it 15 not available for rentingiby permanent residents,

nor would the prices be those which they could afford. To the house owner,
with property to let, it is more profifable to rent to tourists, at high,
weekly rates, for only a f‘ew summer ;nonths, than tol/rent to local residents,
at a rate they can afford, for year-long tenancies. '\I'he illustrations on
page 136 give some idea of the quality of alternative héusing avaiiable

b

to working class Cornish while the timeless cottages their ancestors built
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Cornwall County Council estimates‘this to be three per cent, rising
to 15 per cent in the popular area of North Ctlrnwall. Young families
personally involved in trying to find permanent accommodation put it much
hi’ghen:.18 A spin-off from the tourist industry has been the large numbers -
of]olger people retiring to Cormwall. Lewis' prophecy for the future of
Cornwall, written in 1928, now seems possible:

The future of the region appears to in the exploitation

of its mild climate and varied landsdepe\with a view to

acting more and more as a huge sanatorium ‘and recreational

district for the great centres of population and as 8 home
for those who seek rest or health in their old age.l

They ‘come with pleasant memories of summer holidays spent in the county
and sometimes find the reality of a retirement, dream cottage in a Cornish
village quite different. Some are ill-equipped to deal with the seclusion
and galeé of a Cornish winter, far from relatives/and friends. In turn,
this in-migration has affected the Cornish housing market, driving up the
prices of \houses beyond those which working people can afford.

The legacy of Cornwall's past, particularly that of the nineteenth
century, had left few avenues for employm;ent in Cornwall. The promise which
the tourist industry, in, the twentieth century, seemed to hold was
avidly seized upon within 'the county. ‘Only later were the disadvantages
to become apparent -- including the total dependen;:e of the industry on

demand from England, the centre, the unstable nature of seasonal employment,

the congestion, and the furtler eroding of the regional personality.

V.5 Mining

A\

Tin Mining: By the twentieth century, copper mining in Cornwall was of

little importance, so complete was the crash of 1866, It is difficult to

\
asgess the extent to which foreign competition, exhaustion of the. ores,

Nnbor i oy
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or financial mismanagement were responsible for the death of the industry,

The history of the red metal had run its course in Cornwall in one hundred

years.

For tin mining, the situation has been different. The greatest
years of tin mining followed the collapse of copper, from 1865 to 1892.

N .
It was often in the.game-mines, below the levels where the exhausted copper

ores had been, that tin occurred, The' tin mines of the early twentieth -

" century, though few in number, produced as much as the smaller, earlier

mines, Their profitability began to decline, however, from the early part
of this century and an atmosphere of despair clouded the mining industry. —
By 1950, every niine except two - South Crofty, in Redruth and Geevor, near

St. Just - had ceased to work.21'

Experts and those knowledgeable about the local mining scene have
confidence in the wealth of the remaining ore. It seems that the later
years of the twentlieth century, so hungry for minerals, 22 will make the
continuing exploitation of tin in Cornwall worthwhile, The rising value ,
of tin and technological advances, in fact, make this certain. 0ld mines,
tailings, and worked-over deposits in alluvial valleys throughout the county
will be searched for what was passed over in earlier centuries.23 But this
time. the crucial concern of regional development must be that thle further
exploitation of an exhaustible resource does not leave the terminal economic
and social chaos similar to that which Cornwall suffered at the end of the

nineteenth century.

-

Q}iina clay quarrying: The quarrying of china clay (kaolin). from the
gigantic pockets in the granite where it was formed, began at the,, end of

the eighteenth century. No local pottery industry developed in assoclation
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CHINA CLAY

!

China clay quarrying has left a large area of Central Cornwall derelict.
Back-filling is not practised, in case future technology permits
excavation of the remaining china clay to greater depths. The white
moonscape hills are-composed of unwanted clay and sand.

v !
Hii1lsof waste from china clay quarrying on Hensbarrow Downs., Muth of

the land in s fifteen-mile radius of St, Austell has beéen excavated
for the china clay which occurs in Kaolinised pockets in'the granite of
Hensbarrow Downs.

‘ Col.OURED PreTues |
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with the mining of the clay ‘eposits, rather it has,as with earlier j ,
minerals, been yet another rgw material resource to send to England or\ to
export. In this case, the Staffordshire coalfields area 1s the place where
the raw material is elaborat 4, profits made, and further emyloyment created.

The history of chiuai clay quarrying in Cornwall has been one of
continual amalgamation and aggglomeration of holdings. The sole owner is
now English China Clays whichf is a vertically and horizontally integrated ;
company, the world's largest roducer of china clay,

China clay quarrying has provided the working class Cornish,
particularly unemployed minerg at the end of the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, with one of the few alternatives to emigration. However,
the true hard rock miners alwal's considered it inferibr employment to deep
mining. ) |

Although conditions at the work face may have been less dangerous
than thousands of feet below groumd, the job still had its gonsiderable
hardships. Until recently, the clay was washed out and shovelled .by hand
from pit to drying kiln to 1oe7Lling bay, Trains, trucks and particularly
;hips then transported it out lof Cornwall.

The china clay workers, learning from the past, have built a
stronéer bage of solidarity than e::;istedf in the mines. A major strike in
1913 sought reasonable pay and w.orking conditiod;; in résponse the g —=
authorities called in police from outside Cornwall to put down the strike.
Although the strikers won nothing directly, their ﬁnion was recognised and
a militant spirit has prevailed in the industry sim:e.24 -0h the other hand,
the company, Engligh China Clays, and the industry, being one and the same,
have monopoly control of employment in the St, Austell district. Few

X

Y
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trading estates even have come to the area as a result of pressure from
E.C.C. !

The environmental desecration of the china clay industry affects
,/ r -
a widening area of central Cornwall, The rate of exploitation in recent

years helps /to explain why:

1960 1,6 million tonnes,

1965 2,0 millien tonnes,

1973 3,0 million tonnes,
1Ll 0

The resulting lunar landscape of central Cornwall is made up of the hollows
from which this volume of material has been removed, These rapidly £fill
with water. Tips of the waste coarse material grow around the works.
Pollution also extends into the streams of south Cornwall which, until
recently, ran milk wh;lte with suspended detritus, The demand of Englandh
and its export markets for china clay has caused ‘this industry to continue
its march across the countryside, swallowing the Hensbarrow Downs, as well
as the numerous farmg, roads and houses in its path. Containing its
environmental degradation should provide one of Cornwall's major challenges.
Responding to this need for pollution control, some pressures have been -
brought to bear on the company. Effluviant flowing into the steams 1s being
'controlled. Moreover, it is probable that the felspar sand waste, which
forms over 75 per cent of the material guarried, will be soon removed from
the disfiguring tips to be put to an economic use. One such use, only
recently declined because of a small cost difference, was for the foundations

of railway tracks. Another use, experimented with in the material-hungry,

post World War II days, was to make construction blocks.

V.6 Fishing
Some of the fishing industry of Cormwall in the twentleth century
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has declined, to become merely a piciuresque survival, a backdrop to the
tourist industry. Early in this period competition at sea\tiv/ith the
larger trawlers from eastern English ports decimated the catches. Com~
i

petition, in the market place, with the larger ports and their centralised
facilities closer to London, alse made small scale fishing an uneconomic
undertaking. More recently, the age-long battle between the inshore and
deep-water fishermen has surfaced with renewed vigour. Huge, beam purse
seiners, qfrom other parts of Britain,; the E,E.,C, and Eastern Europe,
vacuum up the ocean's resources, often jettisoning more than the local
boats' total catch. Newlyn is the main home port of the Cornish inshore
fleet. Antagonisms sometimes erupt although, as yet, they are only expressed
in the form of articles in the press -and questions in erdon.26

There is justification in the demand that a local fishing industry
be allowed to survive. It markets a quality product for human consumption,
unlike the purse seiners whose main harvest is usually bruised and goes as

fertiliser. A local fleet would be more likely to husband the resources

availablé, as, unlike the foreign prowlers of the ocean, its future depends

~

on them alone. -

V. 7 Secondary Industry

The secondary industries which had developed in Cornwall around
the primary secto‘rs of mining and fishing practically \disappeared, as we
have seen, with the exhaustion of these resource bases. Some twentieth
century development of light industry has taken place, so that by 1971
the number{ employed in the manufacturing sector was 15.3 per cent (compared
with 34 per cent for the United Kingdom as a whole), This percentage,

however, fell to 14,3 per cent in 1975 indicating that Cornwall has. not
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yet eatablished a viable secondary industrial sector,
The service sector, by contrast, employed 71 per cent of the work
force, compared with 57 per cent for the United Kingdom, This high
!

dependence for employment on the service sector, itsglf heavily dependent

)

on external demand, makes the Cornish economy as vulnerable as when it
supplied primary resources for export out of the region, The secondary
sector must be expanded and diversified if the region is to experience a
better employment éituation, but at present few alternatives appear to be
available, ‘

The considerable and well~intentioned efforts at regional develop—

B

ment by Westminster governmen’cs,z8 especially in the early 1970's, have

. & . !
improved the situation but little, Many of the factories in the new in-
dustrial parks lie empty, some never used, Firms have leased them, stayed

the obligatory two years and have then left with a profit gleaned from tax

concess‘ions. The difficulty in establishing a viable economic base in

Cornwall has much in common with the difficulties encountered by countries
of the underdeveloped world. The imperati\'res' which condition the develop-
ment of an industrial sector in Cornwall have been those of the metropolitan
centre, not those of the per:Lphery.?'9 The biscuits, sheepskin goods,
electrical products or aluminum ladders produced by the new industrial
estateh factories are not based on local raw materials, nor do they have

any particular relevance to Cornish needs. Thelr production 48 decided
upon, org\anise(ed and disposed of by the Head Offices, oftér} in London. °
Cornwall, then, suffers from all the disadvantages of having a branch

plant economy, providing only cheap land and labour, and subsidized fixed

<

capital for what is essentially an external undertaking,

£
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V. 8 The Proceas of Cultural Incorporation

The Church: Both the Methodist and Established Churches have suffered a
decline in their importance and influence as the twentieth century has
proceeded. The mass medla - radio, films, television - together with
universal literacy have taken from the religious collectivity much of its
work as interpreter of, and arbiter in, the issues of every day life. Many
Methodist Churches have been put to secular use as the illust?ation on
page _120. indicates. The grey, granite parish churches, too, have small
coéregatibns. In an attempt to adapt to this new situation, there are
those in both Churches who have taken the Cornish I;nguage. as their symbol
of involvement in the changing society, and occasionally hold services in
the Cornish language. |
Local Govermment: Much power which was historically in the hands of the

¢
Crown, the aristocracy or the Church now belongs to different levels of

government. County Hall, Truro, symbolises many aspects of this authority
for the Cornish. In the twentieth century, however, it is the central
govermment which makes its influence effective in the peripi\ery by the
;:ower it holds in providing investment capital for development programmes.
These developments are not necessarily in the best long term interests of
Cornwall and the Cornish, and are sometimes accompanied by pressure to
fe-shape the county according to Westminster's designs.

‘ Notwithstamiing County Hall's shortcomings, on the two recent
occasions when parts of Cormwall were threatened with incox:poration 1nt?
Plymouth, by We;tminster ruling, it was County Hall which presented the

case against this regional rationalisation for Cormwall. So faf it has

been succesdful in guarding Cornwall's integrity as an historical entity

-
“«
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with sufficient regional diatinctiveness to be allowed to survi\'e.aa g

’

Langiage and Nationalism: The Victorian interest in the Cornish language (

and Celtic past of Corn?vall has been continued in the twentieth century
by small but growing groups of enthusigsts.:u Mainly midqle class people
take an interest in the Cornish past, but if their effafts are to have any
Teal signifiqance for Cornwall ~ to be of more thaer antiquarian interest -
they must establish a vider influence through contact with workin/g class
Cornish. It is they, the working elass and rural Cornish, who are the
presenty, real possesso‘rs of the Cornish culture which others wish to
initate, As fon‘g as these working clags and rural Corn;de are not involved
" in any cultural renaissance there is much history, dialect, custom which
will be lost; much of which they have beeﬁ the only inheritors. ) | 0
In 1951 a group emerged which saw Cornish intérests in a widgr
context. Mebyon Kernow, Meﬁ of Cornwall, evinc;ing a concern for the econmmic |

- I N ©
and cultural future of Cornwall, was established with political aims and
an avowed intention of securing Cormish control over Cornish affairs.32
Since the 1950'5_, however, the Cornish national movement has not made its

voice heard as effectively as perhaps it could, Its worst shortcomings
) J
have been administrative and its inability to maintain effective contact
vwith 1ts own membercship. In 1980 a power struggle within Mebyon Kernow

resulted in a group of younger members, with visions of a socialist future
. 7,

for Cornwall, gaining greater power in the movement.

) Other .smaller parties within the Cornish nationalist movement -
include the Cornish Nationalist Party which forsees a future for Cornwall
within & confederatiqn of Celtic nationg, °The Stannary Parliament, by
rentwing the powers of the Cornish Stanna.t'o’{s, hopes t;: acquire fiscal -

control within Cornwall and, through it, indepéndence for Comwall./
' ) /

r .
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( : ! ASSERTIONS OF CORNISH REGIONAL DISTINCTIVENESS - OFFIGIAL
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' Nationalist pressfire has gained a few concessions .from County Hall, such
® as the use of the Celtic name, Kernow, on the new motorway entrance to
Cornwall. ~
L ~ o ©
H LY "
4 .
\ . i
P :
! . . l
3 ]
! ,
6, +_ ! <
& - . :~ N . - x ] , RO
(Y 1 ! b . .
. . St. Pirarfp flag has been chosen asg the national flag of Cornwall, and it
i () | - {8 <displayed occasionally. St. Piran was a fifth century founding saint
' who came to Cornwall fram,Ireland, .
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The publication, The Ecologist, which is published from Wadebridge,
also acts as corordinator for various groups with 9onc>erns for the eco~
logical future of Cornwall and wider ecological concerns as well,

A Cor;xish National Congress, in two meetings in 1979 and 1980,
attempted to act as an umbrella organisation to unify all the fore-mentioned,
disparate ‘groups with some little success. It is hoped, through guch meet-
ings in the future, that viable alternatives to the plans of central govern-
ment for Cornwall may be provided by creating a greater Cornish unity of
interest,

The problem of an area demanding regional or national autonomy is
not unique to the South-west of England, nor to the Celtic periphery of
North~west Europe, It 18 part of the wider problem of the decline of the
meciium—sized nation stéte, which no longer appears to have either military
relevance ’:tn the atomic age, or economic primacy in the era of trans-
national corporations., It is aiso part of the protest against the homo~
genisation which is affecting most societies in the world at the end of the
twentieth century,as regional distinctions are perceived by the centre to
inhibit the efficient functioning of an increasingly centralised system '
of large scale capitalist expansion.33

. In seeking to extricate themselves from such global pressures,
portions of medium~sized stateg, - Wales and Scotland as parts of Britain,
Brittany as part of France, Quebec as p'art of Canada? the Basque country
as part of Spain, - claim the.right to independent na;:ional status.>"
Cornwall, too, in the demands of the nationalist parties, is now claiming

a larger measure of local autonomy, But it is very likely that the

relatively large and rich seccesaio:;ist states, for example Scotland or

AR
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ASSERTIONS OF CORNISH REGIONAL DISTINCTIVENESS - UNOFFICIAL

é
L _

Twentieth'century mining in
Cornwall is subjected to the
same outside controls as the
nineteenth century mining
industry was. Foreign capital
(this time international)
mines the tin when the fore-
seeable profit is worthwhile.
This hand-made notice was in
a shop in Chacewater in May,
1978, when the closure of
Mount Wellington forced the
closure of Wheal Jane along-
side, through drainage
problems. Chacewater had been
developing as miners raised
mortgages and built their
houses there.’

o o e i e e b e g 5 o

The old stone bridge at the entrance to Cormwall carries the .

proclamation "FREE KERNOW",
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Quebec, will prove an easier prey to the multinational corporations than

wx s

the more powerful nations of which they presently form part, Britain and
Canada. In the case of Cornwall, the power of large companies to set their

own terms would be infinitely greater.
International mining companies are already poised with investments

\ in, and ownership of, mining areas in Cornwall, Corporations such as Rio

Er.

Tinto Zinc, Consolidated Goldfields (Johannesburg), International Mine
Services Limited (Canada), which now exercise control over the mineral
deposits, will be prepared to extract Cornish tin when international prices
make mining economic, and when, therefore, the level of profit is': sufficlent-

1y high. Cornish kaolin is already marketed by English China Clays from

R

a position of almost total monopoly both within the industry and even more

in regional terms where it generates most of the employment in the St.
Austell clay area.

In 1971, the largest secondary industry in Cornwall, and the only
indigenous one of any size, Holmans, makers of mining equipment, was absorbed

into CompAir which has its head office near London. The consequences are

clear; Cornish direct involvement in decision making of the industry will

- obviously decline now that Holmans is merely part of an enterprise which

o

1 boasts overseas branches, and has its head office out of the counmty.

Hobsbawm has pointed out how the experience of the Latin American

'cou‘ntries with pseudo-iéxdependence in the nineteenth century has led on to
an extr.e\me eé:onomic dependence in the twentieth’century. Nor have small,
weak countries, or even many larger, potentially rich ones, been able to
maintain effective economic independence in the face of the pressures of

™ !
( ) the international economy and the economic and political power of the
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multinational corporations, ‘

Alternative wayf of satisfying the just demands of certain groups
within a country do exist and are practised, Various forms of federalism,
devolution or decentralisation have workable examples in the world today,
such as in Australia, Germany and Switzerland. Federalism does not
necessarily solve all problems as{the example of Canada makes clear. The
need for greater régional autonomy is accepted in Britain as the Maud
' \\ Commission has indicated. For Cornwall, some regional devolution of power,
while not solving all problems, might give the opportunity of ensuring a
more equitable distribution of local resources among the local population.
; . Cornish development must be made answerable to Cornish needs, thereby
protecting what remains of Cornish regional distinctiveness, and, in the
future, nuturi;é a revitalisation of Cornish socigty.

But any attempt to sustain Cornish culturg\;ust have at its

centre the well-being of those who produce the wealth of the society. It

is, also, with the working class that the remnants of a Cornish culture

remain - the Cornish dialect and knowledge of local customs. If Cornwall

were to achieve a greater level of independence without significant social
r transformation, this Cornish majority would probably be less protected than
they are at present within the stronger English state.

a It is not the intention, or within the scope of this thesis, to

MO . L

elaborate the terms of a stratégy of local, autonomous development which

* the writer considers necessary for the harmonious development of‘Cornwall
in theﬂfuture. However, the principles which such an alternative trajectory
of developq&pt should follow, would have as its pximary concerns: social

(:N) change to allow workers to pldy a decisive role in the development of their |

3
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soclety; political devolution of declsion-making from Westminster, allowing

thé Cornish population as a whole to carry out this alternative strategy;w
and the elaborating of the strategy through effective groups within the’
county such as Meb;on Kernow, the Cornish Ngtional Congress if it achieves
real support, Trade Unions, local government bodies and other groups

vhich represent the best interests of all the population of Cornwall and

not narrow class Iinterests.

V. 9, Conclusion
&4 N - )

v

England, in the twentieth century, has incorporated Cornwall into
its economy and society even more completely than 1n earlier periods.

China clay has become the staple replacing tin and copper; holiday-makers
now line the quays in the fish}ng villages instead of fishermen; the land
has become an unparalleled playground of the British Isles for temporary
and permanent residents; farming is concentrated in fewer hands and, as
elsewhere, machinery has displaced labour on the land. In total, the’
Cornish economy is so entrenched in its situation of reliance on external
demand that any attemﬁ%jmgiiil; the present framework, to introduce alter-
native secondary industry can have, at most, limited success in guardnteeing
the security of well paid employment to the majority of workers.

The landscape of Cornwall is affected by the demands of advanced
capitalist society and re-modelled to cater to its requirements. Much
twentieth century development has not blended harmoniously ‘with the existiﬁg
landscape and sometimed as a rebult environmental problems are created;
problems which reflect the economy which generated them, The heavy reliance

on a massive touristyindustry, combined with an unwillingness, or perhaps

a financial fncapacity to provide an,éppropriate infrastructure, results
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in sewage pollution on beaches and inlets. The moonscape appearance of
central Cornwall emerges from the exploitations of a resource‘base industry,
china clay, in a manner which makes few provisions to harmonise with the
natural or social landscape. In the main, twentieth century housing in
Cornwall has seldom blended with the landscape as did thatched cottages or
slate~hung houses of earlier epochs. Cornish municipal houaing; private
housing and recent speculative estates have ge?erally been of poor quality
aesthetically, even when compared with their stark, Victorian, q§rraced
counterparts. Much of beauty that remains in Cornwall is threatened: the
tightly knit winding streets of fishermen's houses in St. Ives»with demo~ *
%ition to become parking lots; the old buildings and jetties of the water-
front in Falmouth with destruction to pégvide space for a road;35 and the
use of the Cornish land and seas as a repqsitory for nuclear and toxic
waste is an established fact and a continual, pregnant threat. The near
annihilation of the railway system of Cornwall and the reliance on road
transport for goods and people has ensured'the extension of a network of
‘highways, often to the detriment of the landscape.

The increasing awareness of the sources of thelr problems which
is now being voiced by people in various sectors of the §ociety brihgs
some hope for the future. And it is only the power of thelr protest
which will bring a modificatién of the present grinding progress of
Cornwall towards the total loss of any real sense of regional distinctive-

ness.
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CORNWALL IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

FOOTNOTES ~CHAPTER FIVE

¥
Hechter. M., op. cit. p. 9.

Sawyer. P.H., Medieval Settlement, (Arnold, London, 1976) p. 252.
Hechter. M., op,.cit. p. 8.

"In the long run, the core and peripheral regions will tend to
become culturally homogeneous because the economie, cultural, and
political foundations for separate ethnlc identification disappear.”

The two main national parties are; Mebyon Kernow with its
publication Cornish Nation and the Cornish Nationalist Party which
produces An Baner Kernewek,

Other Cornish political magazines are: An Weryn, published by a
splinter, socilalist group within Mebyon Kernow and Kevren, the
mouthpiece of Cowethas Flamank, a nationalist group working in
Bristol,

Lewis, W.S., Great Britain, Essays in Regional Geography. (2nd edit.).

Edited by A, G, Ogilvie. (University Press, Cambridge, 1930) p. 93.
. :
Cornwall County Council Structure Plan. Topic Report: Population.
(Truro, 1976). p. 2.

Cornwall County Council Structure Plan. Topic Report: Population.
ibid., pp. 18 - 24

Devon and Cornwall: A Preliminary Survey. A report issued by the
Survey Committee of the University College of the South West,
Exeter. ( Exeter, 1947) p. 239.

Cornwall County Council Structure Plan: Report of Survey, %&ruro,
1979) p. 29.

The national wage rate is paid in Cornwall, but the types of work
availlable and the limited number of overtime hours have tended to
keep the take-home wages in the lower brackets of many categories.

"Cornish Pay is Worst in Britain." West Britomn, (February l4th, 1980).

"Men earned a lower average weekly pay packet in Cornwall last year...
than in any other county in Britain,"

Cornwall County Council Structure Plan. Topic Repott' Employment,

Income and Industry. (Truro, 1976) p. 51.

Kevren, Number 29 (Gwaf, 1979) p. 11. . ,

"A massive housing development” just outside Penzance has been
allowed to proceed, despite local opposition to the scheme.
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Smith.W., op. cit., p. 206"

Cornwall County Council Structure Plan. Report of Survey, pp. 105 -

106.

The industry has grown at an accelerating rate as the following

table shows:

1954 )
1964
1974
1976

In 1966, 80 per cent of

1.5 million visitors per annum
2.0 million visitors per annum
3.25 million visitors per annum
3.64 million visitors per annum

tourists came in theilr own cars.

The romantic Cornish past of smugglers, wreckers and cliff top
romances was popularised in novels in the nineteenth century.
Twentleth century romances of Cornwall are finding an even wider
audience through television productions, Some few examples of

- these tales are:

Norway.G.
Gould.B.

Hocking.S.K.
DuMaurier.D. '
Graham,W.

Howatch.S,

A True Cornish Maid. 63894, London)

In thed Roar of the Sea. A Tale of the
Cornish Coast. (London, 1892)

Tregeales Head. A Romance of the Cornish
Cliffs. (London, 1890)

Jamaica Inn. (London,\l?36)

Frenchman's Creek, (London, 1941.)

Ross Poldark. A Novel of Cornwall.

1783 - 1787. (Glasgow, 1945, 1975)
Penmarric (U.S.A., 1971)

Cowethas Flamank, Towards a Cornish Tramsport Policy. Number Two

(May, 1976)

¢ornwall Industrial Development Association, The Economy of
Cornwall, (1976, 1977) pp. 162 - 163

Cornwall County Council Structure Plan, Topic Report: The Holiday

Industry, (Truro, 1976) pp. 16 - 17.

Deacon.B., "Housing in Cornwall" Cornish Nation, (Gwaynten (Spring)
1977) Book 4 no. 2, pp. 11~ 15,

Lewis.S., op. cit., p. 111.

Barton.D.B., ‘A History of Copper Mining in Cornwall and Devon'
(D. B. Barton Limited, Truro, 1968) -

Blunden.J.R., "The redevelopment of the Cornish tin mining
industry{' in Exeter Essays in Geography, edited by Gregory K.J.,

and Revenhill.W,L.D., (University of Exeter, 1971) pp. 169 - 182.
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27.
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For example, Lithium is a mineral of increasing value, which it

is technically feasible to extract from Cornish granite, ‘
particularly in gome areas. Conversation with Professor P. Distin,
Department of Mining and Mettallurgical Engineering, McGill
University, February 1980. He had recently spent a sabbatical
leave looking at the prospects of extracting economically avail-
able minerals from Cornish granite,

Open cast methods are retrieving tin from worked-over alluvial
deposits in the Carnon Valley, near Falmouth. Wheal Jane and
Mount Wellington are two old mines which were re-opened and worked
by modern methods in the 1970'S. The diseconomies or alternative
priorities of the company working Mount Wellington (it is unclear
which) caused it to close in 1978. Wheal Jane, although profit-
able, was Iikewise forced to suspend production as it was depend-
ent on Mount Wellington for drainage. Meanwhile the latter mine
is still being kept 'unwatered' at tax payers' expense pending a
solution of the problens.

Barton.D.B., A History o% the Cornish China Clay Industry,
(Truro, 1966), pp. 153 - 161.

Elkington.J., "Reclaiming the Cornish moonscape'., New Scientist
January 1978, pp. 13 - 15

Forester.T., "Mackerel warriors", New Society, (14 October 1976)
pp. 61 - 62. ]
Johnson.D., "Snappers up of mackerel”, The Guardiam,(13 February
1977)

Allaby. M., "The maékerel war", Ecologist, May 1976 Vol. 6, No. 4
pp. 132 - 136,

Cornwall County Council Structure Plan, Report of Survey , op. cit
p. 31 and p. 32.

Spooner.D.J.S.,, Unpublished PhD Thesis Cambridge 1971 ] ’
"Industrial Development in Devon and Cornwall 1939 - 1967."

Spooner emphagises the small amount of development which Cornwall
gained from the many attempts at establishing industry in the .
region from outside, with government support. during these years.

He points out that in much of England, these years had been ones

of dynamic industrial expansion.

1

Cornwall County Council Structure Plan Topic Report: EmploymentJ

Income and Industry, p. 120.

In 1946 when administrative reorganisation was planned that would
include much of Cornwall with Devon, Alderman Foster as Chairman

of the County Council led a successful fight against the. scheme.

In 1972 another attempt was made to change Cornwall's boundaries

and County Hall presented briefs which again carried the day.

The Devon city of Plymouth with a population of 300,000 is

ey " " &
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1
geographically restricted in its possibilities for expansion.
Across the Tamar in east Cornwall the best, adjacent possibilities
for urban expansion are found. Those who live in the villages
and small towns of east Cornwall generally oppose such exps nsion
even though many of them commute daily to Plymouth. \

Small groups in towns and villages all over the county meet
under the auspices of: 01d Cornwall Society founded 1927, and
Cornish Language Board founded 1961.

Truran.L., For Cornwall - A Future, (Redruth, no date ) p. 5
Truran, as National Secretary of Mebyon Kernow, sets out the power .
structute he wishes to see for Cornwall. A Cornish Assembly

would have control over all internal matters, The Duke of Cornwall
or a Duchy Council would represent the English Crown in Cornwall.
In external affairs, currency etc. there would presumably be the ..
same ties to England as at present. Internal affairs would be the
responsibility of the Cornish Assembly.

Dubos.R., A-God Within, (Scribners, New York, 1972)
"The revolt against the homogenization of human life is giving
a new life to regionalism." p. 127.
"The spirit of place continues to manifest itself in regionalism -
not to be confused with nationalism." p. 124
i
Hobsbawm.E.J., "Some reflections on 'The Break-up of Britain'".
New Left Review No. 105, September October 1977 pp. 3 - 24

Hobsbawm finds that nationalism which is not sought from within
a socialist framework will not achieve its hoped-for goals.
Portions of nations are not going to achieve a better livelihood
for their inhabitants where the larger units have failed merely
on the strength of being small, ethnic units.

Nairn.T., The Break-up of Britain, Crises and Neo-Nationalism.
(New Left Books, London, 1977)

Allen.R., "Falmouth flattened?" in Ecologist, Vol. 5 pp. 164 — 165.
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Cf‘ CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION
& ¢ !
1 .
In looking at the histgrical ggography of Cornwall » this thesis

] , has aimed to show that it was not bgcause of its innate geographical

¥

§ . characteristics that the county has th¥oughout history been one of the

. poorest in England, In other words, factors related to the physical

7 environment have not, in the final analysis, been the major determinants

\ of the course of Cornwall's development. The environment only imp(@es

¢

? certain absolute limitations: obviously mining cannot develop if the minerals
!f; are absent, But many alternative forms of development are possible using

¢ e

: .

whatever resources a land possesses.
The path of development which evolves will depedd on the stage of
he -~ .

development which the soclety occupying the land has reached. At a

primitive stage man's primary concern will be survival. At more technically

' advanced levels of develgpment., the surplus produced will enable other

. ] .
alternatives to be considered. The choices will then depend essentipd

e/surplus

gt e PR

on the disposition of the social forces of the society whether th

: whether

is concentrated in the, hands of few, or more equitably distributed

the surplus will be spent on non-productive conspicuous consumption or used

H 7 . L]

y ) " to promote further productive development.

The most remarked-upon physical characteristic considered to have

been a limiting factor in Cornwall's development has been its isolation

and_xemoteness. This thesis has shown how tixis factor of isolation did

t exist ifi Celtic times when Cornwall was at the hub of many

e remoteness of Cornwall only became a significant factor later

+

] i
(:~} in its history, as it came to be incorporated into the more centralised
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English Meonomy , where crucial decision-making focussed increasingly on
4 \

London. It became particularly noticeable as the extraction of Corhish

resources for the centre required their transportation to external centres

g 2

. X of manufacture. Until the coxx:ing‘ of the railway, Cornwall ‘was gemote

- P )

~" from London across two hundréd miles of difficult roads or around a stormy

coast. Now, as the end of the twentieth cefxtury approaches, the network

i .

of English motorways means that Cp?nwall's remoteness is only comparative.

pa;noteness and isolation are variable, not absolute, characteristics, more
2 oo likely to be important in an externeilly oriented society, such as Cornwall,
than in one which derives its dynamism internally,

The continual poverty of Cornwall t'hroughout modern history,
i ' confirmed by tax and census reports, gives the impression 4f a region lack-
ing natural reséurces. This thesis has attempted to indicate tchwealth

P . of production which has come from the land and seas of Cornwall over the

centuries - agricultural products, fish, tin, éopper, and chifa clay. It

@

~ ‘;) : is the ownership and distribution of this production which determines the
x' ' real wealth and well-being o{ the '1‘oca1 populhtion.l The people indeed

+  were poor ;hen the medieval agricult{xral surplus benefitted the Eng]:ish”
Crown and absentee\ landlords. Later, tin and copper revenues profited
local mining adventurers and foréign shareholde:rs rather ;:han the working 7
miners; who gained a mere subsistence wage. The profits from the removal

v | J

" of Cornish china clay;/ now, go to one company with its Head Office in

[ T%

*

Loncion. » ) : ! ' o
I have' maintained that this tontinual drain of wealth Afrom a

‘region rich in natural resources, has taken place because of the way in
- i '

which the area has developed as a periphery of the Englishk centre. The

N

pridrities of development have been those of the dominant classes in the
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centre, supparted by their lieutenants in Cornwall, amd not the priorities
o; the producers :}n the Cornisil periphery, T‘his pattern has hbeen consistent
over the centuries. The use to which the county has been put throug‘t;
history has varied. Cornish ports facilitated English wars in the Middle
Ages and then,comercfal expansion in the period of meréantili:sm Hungry
English mills had a rapidly grow;{.ng appetite for Cornish minerals during
the industrial expansion of the ﬂineteenth century.
Thelmodel of development pro{aosed by(/Frank. for Latin America,
that the controlling centre imposes its will on the weaker periphery, can
f be seen tq have relevance for Cornwall, in its relationship with England.
Eveh closer comparisons arise when Cornish development is examiuecul along-

side that of the other countries of the Celtic périphery. The work ﬁ

Hechter and Williams bring out how the evolution of certain areas, such

"

as the Celtic fringe as neo—colonies,cati be understood from a study of their

4

historical geography., This t;nesis endeavoured to show equally how much of

&

the development taking place in Cornwall has b;aen largely for the bgnefit
of the English statf;, and the dominan‘t‘ class;s of merchants and /induatrial—
isté which l;/ave controlled it. .

The centre~periphery model fails éo/give gufficient emphasis,

. L 2
however, to the type of development generated in Cornwall by the local

" bourgeoisie. Early in its history a largely-alien aristocracy csme to
‘dominate Cornish society. 1
- The passing of time has since seen the emergence of a Cornish. o
bourgeoisie whoge aims have interacted and often been identical to those
of external capital. {In- Cornwall's more .recent history these two groups -

one from the periphery, one from the core,~ have played comparable roles

in directing and benefitting from the. appropriation of the aurp&ius produced

~
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’ " in Cornwall. In -the twentieth century the growth of the Westminster
. ‘ 7~
bureaucracy has perhaps allowed the power of the local bourgedisie to be

"

[N

o overlooked and economic, political and cultural domination are too clearly
seen to be emanating from the centre. The role of the local bourgeoisie
‘continues to be significant, however. Therefore, its leadership of the
Co&nish‘ movement cannot be overlooked and its aims within this movement

. require examination. 1

This collaboratoYy, local bourgeoisie gradually evolved with much
in common with the aims of London merchants in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries and later English industrialists of the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries. Their interests, as a class, were not the well-being of an

harmoniously developed Cornish society but those of economic gain and pol-

. e e b~

itical power. As the society and economy became more complex, the number

of ways in which the knowledgeable and powerful could benefit themselves,

o o, e oo

proliferated. Monéy-ienders, lawyers and adventurers benefitted from the

miners' labour. A very few peasants with astuteness, hard work or good

lu:ck could eventually pass to the land-holding class, with all the

advantages this bro'ught. Merchants with capital and a broad knowledge of

the marke;: could impose their prices on the fishermen or tinners or small .
o consumers. From the mid-eighteenth century the owners of capital enjoyed

‘ ‘ even éreater control and influence than the earlier leaders of society had.

The bourgeoisie extended its numbers and consolidated its power. A local

middle class not only co-operated with English capital, but could be
counted on actively ‘to stri(re towards the game goals. This work has
agtmpte;l 'to underline the general harmony of int?reat between the Englisgh
Q ‘ and éoi‘ninh bou;'geoia classes.} The manifestations of Cormwall's historical

geography, which one can see on the landscape, have been engendered by the

4 -
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workings of this double -edged process of the gradual development of capit-~
alism by both a local and a (predominantly) London~based bourgeoisie.

The corollary to the development of a minority of the populgtion
into a local bourgeoisie, has been the conversion of the majority into a
wage earning working class. As Dobb has noted, as early as the fourteenth
centurysfree tinners were forced by debt to abandon their calling or hire
their labour to another, Peasants were deprived of land as the wealthy
engrossed their holdings. Fishermen increasingly were forced to work for
a wage as the means gf production passed to the o;nership of others.

The conditions under which this majority ;as lived has always been
determined by a ruling class in society. In Celtic times, an hierarchical’
soclety was led by a king, warriors, druids a;d ba;ds. The majority were
bondemen who provided the agricultural surplus on which the rest of the
goclety could live and be free to practise its speclalised skills, In the
early Middle Ages, under a féudal organisation of society, an alien landed
'class saw that serfs and peasants remained in society as producers of an

0‘agricu1tural surplus which supported the aristocfacy and its conspicuous
consumption oﬁ castles and wars. As feudal soclety entered into decline
many producers whé had an accustomed place on the land or in a particular
occupation -~ fishing or /'mining in Cornwall - found themsel#es dispossessed.
The rise of the Poor Law reflects the worsened conditions in which many
were forced to survive as they lost control over their means of produhtion~
land, mining rightd or fiahing boats. With the onset of the Industrial
Revolution, in the eightéenth and nineteenth cené&ries, this mador{ty was

turned into a wage-earning proletariat working under exhausting conditions

for minimal rewards. If the farm labourers enjoyed healthier working

1
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conditions, they paid for the privilege'in lower wages than the miners
received. The family living conditiot‘;s of both groups of producers were
c¢lose to' abject poverty. Even during };he more prosperous twentieth century
the standard of living of the majority of the Cornish has lagged behind
that of many regions of Britain, as its designation as a Development Area
in the development policies of the late 1960's indicates. The cultural
history of Cornwall has been one of continual retreat in the face of
advancing English cultural standardisation. The responsibility for the
maintenance of what little Cornish ethnicity and culture remains lies now,
as it always has done, with the working class section of the population who
retain the Cornish dialect, speech patterns agd attitudes, The local
bourgeoisie has played a strong role in the undermining of the Cornish
,ideni:ity, in their abandonment of it and in their encouragement of the
working class to do the same. Et;hnicity has been of 1eals importance than
class differences in Cornish society from as early as the sixteenth century.
The gradual extinction of the Cornish language is the most dramatic evidence
of the decline of the Co;rnish,cultural heritage. Cornish songs, storie.s,
dialect and customs are suffering an equivalent fate.

The coming of Wesleyanism to Cornwall had a more profound effect
on the working class than on the bourgeois class., The bourgeoisie remained
loyal to the Established Church which more closely reflected their interests.
But the philosophy of the Methodist Church entered the lives of the working
class Cornish and from it. they drew the strength they needed td tread the
path of acceptance it laid out for them. The inhumanities of work in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centurieéﬁomish tin and copper mines were
necesgary for the owners, local and English, to maintain the process of

capital accun\ulntion. It was the philosophy of the Methodist Church,,with




gy

JE

e

B S Rty L ey

172,

its emphasis on the\rewards of the next world, which helped to convert the
Cornish into a malleable workforce which became prepared in large part to
endure the harsh worki&é conditions, For much of the working class Cornish,
it was necessary for economic survival and to obey the dictates of a
consclence strengthened by the strictures of Wesleyanism,

Solidarity among the Cornish suffered from the same defects as
solidarity among all the early industr{al workers. The mutual sépport which
the worshippers at the Chapel acquired blurred their vision of the need for
radical change, Also the particular structures of the Cornish tribute
system of mining added to the contradictions and thereby the hardships with-
in industrial life.

J
The working class suffered its severest blow after the 1860's when

emigration became its most Qiable option for survival. Under the pressure
of foreign competition the lean, deep veins of Cornish copper were easily
abandoned by the mine owners who were then free to transfer investment to
richer, more lucrative deposits in the New World, The change was far less
easily accommodated by the producers and their families because they were
left without resources or empléyment. |

The historical geoéraphy of Cornwall has not been one in which man
was constrained by the natural environment, If he has been enslaved it has
been by his éwn social system. The Cornish people ?ave striven against
the natural constraints and imposed their will on the environment.2 The
landscape bears the marks of the efforts of Cornish producers and these
may be deciphered for each historic period. The relatively low technological

skills but considerable social organisation in pre~Celtic and Celtic eras

are indicated by the barrows, menhirs and cromlechs fremaining on the hill-

’
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tops. Place names tell the story of Celtic and Saxon interaction. The
relics of Norman castles indicate how repression was used by the ruling
class of a new socilety to impose its will (;n the older one, Lanes and

stone hedges testify to the economic activity that took place during the
feudal period. A rich legacy of parish churches danonstfates one aspect

of the cultural life of medieval Cornwall, and to the way in which the
surplus derived from labour's efforts was employed by donfi;xané social groups.

The landscape in Corpwall in the s;xteentﬂ to' eig%eenth ceﬁturies

was moulded by man with increased effectiveness and momentum. Tailings
from alluvial tin mines spread out from the granite hills as pr‘odu(ction )

expanded. Settlements grew as the population increased and as merchants

promoted the commerce and industries of the ports and towns. The mansions,
i .
Ve

which beautify a few parts of the Cornish landscape, represent the accumu-

lated wealth from the varied industries of Copnwall during this addclater '
{

periods. . ~

The landscape created in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries

I r

R ,
was one of scarred moors and valleys altered with the detritus from copper
and tin mines, An impression of its appearance ‘at this time may still be

guaged in the mining areas, where the collapsing engine houses remain and

¢
t

the gravelly soil "barely supports a colonising vé‘getation after one

hundred years. By the nineteenth cenutry all but the higher slopes of the

bleaker moors were enclosed, sometimes with massive Celtic exr-medieval

LS

walls, or, more usually, with the rectangular fields of later enclosures.

The tree\\gover of Cornwall had long since fallen victim to the needs of

the local population, for fuel and building but above all it had bee

essential to stoke centuri‘ﬁs of tin smelters before sea coal was uséd.
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v {w The twentileth century landscape speaks volubly of modern industrial
. society and its need for rapid transport, Wider and straighter main roads

compete with thé timeless, winding, country lanes built for slower vehicles
f and local transport, Expanding clrcles of housing estates now ring most
towns and villages for a poﬁpulation,\ wh:lch', after a hundred years of stag-
{ nation and decline, i{s now increasing, The coastline erypts every summer
L
into a kaleidescoplc blaze of coloured postcards, beach balls and tents to
cater to the needs of the annual influx of visitors.

Sq the landscape reflects the activity which has taken place in

-
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each historie period, To understand whyx these different phases of develop-
ment have succeeded one another it is necessary to lock more deeply into
the society controlling the land; to logk beyond the environmmental features
of meteorological phenomena, geologica} formations or natural vegetation

cover. It is necessary to ask, as Baker suggests, about the driving

pressures which led different generations to form the present Cornish
goclety, on the bagis of this particular natural environment. The unfolding
of these processes tells the story of the historical geography of Cornwall,

Similarly, late capitalist society is mdking its own imprint on thF

contemporary Cornish landscape. Central government acknoweldges the exist~

At & b e = g e e

ence of regional inequalities 4in its programmes of industrial development,

but the high levels of external dependence which its plans’ include, appear
/ to doom them to failure. They fail as means for greatér autonomous develop’—
/ ment in the peripheries because they do not incorporate any proposed new

- .
_—industrial structure into the existing rural bsu:kgzoupd.3 New developments

are almoat invariably posited o‘\ dependence on the centre for capital,

0 . technology, key labour skills, raw materials and markets,
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Even the existing industries,and particularly the tourist industry,

are strongly dependent on the outside, The tourist season can‘be as
unpredictable as the weather, 1In 1979, in common with other tourist areas
in Britain, poor weather, the oil crisis, the strength of the pound and a
heavy drop in overseas tourists caused near disaster in the industry.

Internal attempts to solve éornish problems arise mainly from the
nationalist movement, Members cite alternative schemes of development but
their suggestions are generally not backed up by skilled research, and
their power to influence the decision-making bureaucracy is still slight.
Cornwall should be striving to maintain :;.ts regional identity with pro-
grammeg of contelﬁporary relevance, The national movement perhaps weakens
its case by claiming too strongly national independence,s and above all a
form of independence based on a Celtic natlonhood which existed a thouu.lsand
years ago, and since which time society has c}langed in every facet.

However, many who are mot 'n.ationallists in Cornwall are striving

to regain the regional consciousness of their land. '"The revolt against

the homogenization of human life is giving a new life to regionalism."
The redl problems of Cornwall are not, then, basically spatial (concerned

with its isolation or position), nor are they essentially physical. 2

(concerned with the natural resources, soils, minerals, harbours). The

root of Cornish problems,as this thesis has endeavoured to show, lies in
the social divisions and inequalitiles that have arisen within its society

and, more broadly, within the larger society of Britain. Only a ground-
t

swell of effective local protest by those who produce the socilal wealth,
f
in combination and cooperation with the action of working classes in other

areas, will stand any chance of changing the priorities of this soclety
e
%,

¢

i

s
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5 and ex;gender a more egalitarian and harmonious altermative. The Cornish,
then, must work towards improving their society in conjuntion with the
5 , working class of other areas, an‘zl not by cv::‘tting themselves off on" ;he
assumption that their problems are unique andt unrelated to those of other

regions of Britain.7 It should not be imposs“ible to build this solidarity

at the same time as safeguarding the special regional identity of the land

* of Cornwall and its society,
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. Atkins.D., "Filling the gaps", Cornish Life, Vol 7 No. 3

. Williams.C.J,, "Ethnic resurgence in. the periphery » Area Vol.II,

Claas, (Autumn, 1978) (6) pp. 106 - 125
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| CONCLUSTION ﬂ ‘ S

FOOTNOTES-CHAPTER SIX

No. 4, 1979 pp. 279 ~-283, e — e =
Explanations of the scope, timing and intensity of specific forms

of nationalism "focus on the relationship between state bureau-

cracy and the new ethnic Intelligensia and suggest that it is a
disillusioned bourgeoisie in an internal periphery that aminates

the nationalist revival and seeks to restructure its terms of

reference," ' !

Baker.A,R.H,, "Historical geography: a new beginning?', Progress ™
In Human Geography Wol 3, No, 4 1979 pp. 560 ~ 570.

"Much historical geography has been focussed upon landscapes < .
transformed by man rather than upon man as an agent of landscape
change, upon artefacts rather that upon ideas, upon‘actions

rather than attitudes, upon external forms rather than internal
processes..,.Consideration of man as a passive object rather than
an actlve subject 1s, perhaps, the most serious criticism which
might be made .of such work both din traditional geography and :ln
modern spatial analysis.”

Minogue.M., "Development and Underdevelopment in Britain and
Ireland" 1IDS Bulletin, (May, 1977) Vol. 8, no. 4 pp. 37 - 39,
Speaking of the work of the Development Commission and such
agencles: "On closer analysis the principal focus of the
'development' activities of these agencies is, on industrial
promotion, with a preference for light industries and tourism as
the solution to the problem of job creation in declining areas.”

(March 1980) p. 17.,
Dubos.R., "A God Within, (Scribners, New York, 1972) p. 124.

"The spirit of place continues to manifest itself in regionalism-
not to be confused with nationalism."

ibdid, p. 127.

Massey.D., "Regionalism: some current issues', Capitalism and
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{/ i+ APPENDIX I

NOTE ON SQURCES:

A

Information and data for maps and graphs was compiled
from a variety of sources. Where specific page numbers are
applicable they are shown in the individual source notation.
Otherwise data was obtained from multiple sources and page
numbers are too numerous to indicate.
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