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ABSTRACT 
\ 

.­. 
• 

l ,l .....v ..... 
The p~pose/ of this thesis is.to e~tablish parallels 

'< 

between French Canadian and English Prairie fiction. The theme 

of'the land is examined in selected novels from mid-nineteenth to 

mid-twentieth centuries. 
f. 

~ 

Chapter One ~stablishes a historical and cultural 

backgt'Ô~~~ of French Canada a~d Prairie settlements ~ 
'" Chapter Two discusses the ti~dltion of "le roman du 

t'erroir" in French Canada and i ts graduaI evolution towards a 

literary/genre of ~niversal interest. Since the survival of culture 

and identity has b~ so important in French Canada, the fiction 

is considered in terms'of this per~pective. 

Chapter Three deals wi th the n,ovel of the land "'in p'rairi,e> ~V. 
fiction. The governing myth of Western Canada has been from the 

beginning that of the Promised Land, of the New Eden." The effect of 

the myth on new settlers, as illustrated in the fictioQ,-is.-erdphasized .. 
~ 

in the f~rst ,part of ~ chapter, whiJe ,the second part concentrates 

problems farmers,had to face attempting to readjust the agrarian on the 
. 

values ol the Promiscd Lan~ to those of the modern world. 
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RESUME - I( 

.1 lI'" est d'établir des cette t lese 
). 

(,' 

parallèles 

~ 
entre la' littérature canadienne-française et eelle des Prairies 

~ " Il 
canadiennes écrite en langue anglaise. Le thème de la terre es~ietvdié 

r 

" dans des romans écrits au cours de la deuxième partie du 4Hx-n1uvième 
! • 

siècle ct de la première pàrtie du vingtième. 
" 

. Le chapitr,e 1 établit un panorama hi~tor~~ue ft 

Prairies., ! -

culturel' 

du Canada français et,du peuplement des 
J 
l' Le chapitre II traite de la tradition du "rçman du terroir" 

au Canada français, et de son évolution graduelle vers un genre 

.1 - l 1 

l1ttéraire d'intérêt universel. Puisque la question dé la "survivance" 

v a toujours été très impqrtante au Canada français. ICrs oeuvres sont 

étudiées.. sous cet aspect. 
, {I 

Le chapitre III est une étude du roman de la terre dans 

les Prairies. Le mythe central dans la littérature de l'ouest Canadien 

a toujours été celui de la Terre Promise, du paragis terrestre. Dans 

la première moitié du chapitrè une attention particulière est portée 
l 

sur le personnage de }" irnrl!igrant et plus tard à l'effet de ce mythe 

1« 
sur celui du fermier. La deuxième partie ~raite des problèmes auxquels 

l~; ! 

les nouveaux fermiers êt~aient confrontés/en essayarÎt d'ajuster les 
. (' t 

~ . 
valours ag~'alres de la Tcrre Promisc à celles du monde moderne. ' , 
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INTRODUCTION 

. 
This thesis attempts to ,draw parallels between 

French Canadian and Western Canadian fiction inrtheir respective 

novels of the land. Chapter One develops a historical and cultural 

" background cf French Canada and Prairie settlement. The different 
D' 

attitudes "f the settiers is considered, and an atte~pt made to ., 

explain the conservatism of French Canadians and the relatively 
"'-'-.> 

liberal attitude of Prairie settlers in terms of their differing ,,~ 

ideologies. Chapter Two traces the evolution"of the novel of the 
, 

land in Frenc~·Canada. The land as a me ans of survival and the 

spiritual values attached to it are stressed, tog~ther with the 
\ ~. 

social· ide;logies'of the, time. Finally, Chapter Three discusses 

Prairie fiction and the Western Canadian myth of the Promised L~ndJ .. , 

with an emphasis on the shift of values caused by the War; following 

the war, the farmer' s ideal relationship with the lan,d became 

inco~patible with the new material values developing as a result 

of industrial.ization in the cities. 

French ,and English Canadian literature, until the 
1 

mid-twentieth centur~, lacked constructive li terary cri ticism. The 

literature rcmaincd highly idcalistic andOrathcr limitcd thematically. 

Esscntially, the concept ~f the land in French and ~nglish Canadian 

fiction is the same: the land is part of Godls divine order on 

'earth. and must be treated as such. The attitude of the farmer 

toward the land in French \:ana<la differs from that of the farmer 
l 

1 
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in Western Canada. In the former faithfulness to the land is .. 
, (\ 1 

regardcd as a mean,s of preserving the race al1d the culture, ,,!he:teas 

in the latter, the land is regarded as a means ~hereby the fàrmer May 

o begin a new life that will give him ~reedom and indep~en\ence .. This 

belief in the unlimited oppbrtunities offered by the vas! u~settled 

Prairies became exalted into a kind of myth in which ~ new territo-

ries seemed to bê the Promised Land to those who made the exodus 
, 

from]urope or the settled areas of Eastern eanada to start life 

anew. 

French Canada, the cradle of a race, chose to' 

withdraw in order to survive in the hostile post-conquest English 

• world and developed a "gacl-ison mentality. ,,1 Devout CathoIics, 

French Canadians chose spirit~al weapons to filht the intruderS, 

and under the control of t~e Roman Catholic Church, they remained 

conservative and insular. The development of French Canada has y 

been arrested br the ideology that One had to be faithful to the 
1 

land in order te survive.' Their literature reflects their withdrawal 

from the ou~side world. French Canadian authors were not moti-
r- -

vated to produce works which would be>iri~eliectually stimulating: 

<'uU ne faut pas oublier que la plupart des écrivains Canad~ens du 

dix-neuvième siècle étaient des hommes d'actions ct qu'à leurs 

yeux la plume était d'abord et avant tout un instrument de survivance 
J. 

nationale. ,,2 French Canadian authors were expected by the inte llec-

tuaI élite to -propagate the ideology of the land in their works and 

were therefore limitoù i~~their themes. Of course, such a narrow 

• 
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ideology applied to literature devalued the ,aestl\etic of a literary 
, 

work of art. 

11--""""--- J 

-J 

'f This negative attitude to literature was also found 

in Western ,Canada in its early stage of colQnization. As"E.K. Brown 

notes: "On the frontier a man is mainly judged by what he can do 

to bring his iromediate environment quickly and visibly under the 
) : 3 

control &f society'. " The Prairie farmer was more concern'Cd with 

mate rial success than was his French Canadian counterpart for whom 
" 1 

farming was more ~ way of life than a way to success. The observa-
J..,I.. t ':>. 

tions of J. Ad'~S, 'a British visitor in Western Can'ada in 1911, descri-. 
bed the West as a land of opportunity, and the effect that it, 

had on tAe inhabitants: 

The m~ny opportunlties which the Golden West a~f(lrds' 
have a tendency tO,monopolize the energies of the 
inhabitants to the exclusion of other interests of 
civilized life: In the eager desire to Bet rich 
the aesthetic side generally suffers. Even in the 
great cities the commercial spirit dominates every-
thing. 4 ~ 

The romantic and thematically Iimited Iiterature which 
, 

p~evailed in hoth French an~ English Can~da in the nineteenth century 

• was fostered by geographical barri ers which favoured a regional 

literature and, in fact, regionalism is often blamed for having 

preventeû the birth of a valuable Canadian literature: 

Rcgionalist ar~ may bo cxpected to posscss certain 
admirable virtues. One of thcsc is accuracy, not 
mcrcly ac'curacy of faet., but accuracy of tone; and 
throughout our literature there has been a dispo­
sition to force the note, to make life appear nobler 
or gayer or more intense than èanadian life realÎy is 
in its typical expression.5 
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Brown' s assertion that Canad,ian re'gionalism is "a dis.position to 

. 
ft' force the note, to make life appea:r nob.lerlor gayer or more intense 

than Canadian life really is in its typical expressions ,!If, is only' / 

part ly true. Regional fiction such as that of LGcombe or that of 

" Stead has suffered from a too heavy concern for regional geography. 

1 t is inaccurate, however ~ to claim as Brown does that "In the 

end . . . regionalist art will fail because it stresses the superfi-

cial and the peculiar at the expense, at least, if not to the exclu­

sion, of" the fundamental and uni versaL ,,6 Nove 1 s such as Hémon' s 

Maria Chapdelaine, Ringuet's Trente Arpents, and Grdve's Our Daily 

Bread and Fruits of the Earth,'although region~l in charac~r, 
i 

transcend regioRal concerns to achieve universal themes. The fact 

remains, it:'is truc, tha~ unt.il lIémon and' ~tead, Canadian regional 

fiction did not go beyond the'regional level, and did correspond to 

Brown's definition of regi~nal fiction. Nevertheless, the ~rohlem 

does Ilot reside in reg:lonalism itself~· but rather in social 

attitudes toward literature.· If early Canadian regional fiction made 

"life appear nobler or gayer or more intense than Canadian life 

really Lwail in its typical expression," it was because the wri ter 

was expected by his society to portray it in that way. 

ctacey touches the core of the problem: 

Desmond 

.. 

The relati"olls bctwccn a society and its literature~re 
hypothetieal and obscure, and.no simple arrangement of 
cause and effeet can he discerned or proven. Perhaps 
the nearest· we can come to a formulation of the 
relationship is to declare that a state of -high 
excitement within the community, together with sorne 
powerful stim~lus from outside, is likely to result 7 
·in the creation of a vivid and vigorous body of writing. 

, 
• 
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Both french' and English Canadian writers were °hinde'tttd by the 

~, 1. ( 

~ . 
rigid social values of their soçi~ty w~ich they we.re expected to 

o 
uphold. 

~ " 

The Fit:st World l\'aï and Hs aftermath was to create the 

much, needed "state of high exci te.ment wi th in the ~ollll1unity t" which 

Id " l' h . f d . If wou resu t ln t e creation 0 a vivid an v1gorr.:-us body of 

, wri t ing . " \ 
A further factor contributi~g to the rathaer 1 imited 

early ·development of ofiction Ïn Canada was the effect of Puri tan 
• t .," 

, . 
'ideals. Âs Sutherland points out, '''Canadi~& pli'ritani-sm ha~ evolved 

. iJt ntuch th~~-way ~rtd ha~ takert muc~ "the same fO'rTA, ')f expres~ion 

-~n Pr~tes~'ant EI}glis~. Canada ~s' in Rom:n CatholiC·Quê~eç.,;8 As --) 
-. . 

a result of the strict ~cial attitudes "that frontierism had impo-
u 

se~ on' the settlers, Puri tan ideals of thç time dominated Canadian 

li teratUl'e: .' 

IJ'. 

, , 
. . 

If Puritanism operated simpty to restrain the arts within 
., the bonds of' moral orthoàoxy. its' effects. though 
>'\'egret;able. would be 'muc~ less grav.e than they now 
are. Puri tanism goes beyond the demand for severe 
m~rality: it disbel~eves in the importance of art. 
It allows to the artist no function except watering down. 
n!oral ideas of an orthodox kind .into a solution attrac­
tiv~ to minds not keen enough to study the ide~s in 
more abstraO't presentations. At its Most 'liberal 
Puritanism will'tolerate, a litÙe uneasily: the pro­
vision through the' arts of an fnnQeent passing 
amusement which is expected to .lcave nQ deep traèc oh 
chaructcr. Jo popul~rizc orthod~x morality and ta 
provide light. clean fun--that i5 the very limit of 
what the arts can be allowcd to dt> wi thout alarming the 
Puri tan mind. For ther, Puri tan a li fc ~~votcù to one 
of the art\. i5 a life mi"suseâ; th~ aestnetic life 

"- is nOt a f'Trm of the goc;»d li fe. 9 ,." " 
, ~) -. 

Th& maximum diversion from this objective permitted to writers could 

be merè ineffee;tual amusem~nt. 

, Q 

'f ' 

That is to say, Puritans actively 
>J 
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discourag~d thé creative exploration of human problems. 
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6 

Ul timately, howevc.r, ev en though the social and 

cul tural origins of each group are dissimilar, the fictions they have 

produéed pose'similar fundamental problems and resolutions. Both 

propagate.a quasi-x;eligious' respect .for,the land; both illustrate 

the desire of fhe farmer to root himself in the land; both show 
J 

the ne~~sity of raising large fami1ies in· order ~o strengthen their 
~ 0 

hold on the land, and both eventually encounter the problems of , , 

financia1 success and the incrèasing mechanization of fural ,life after 

World Wa~ 1. It was not until after that war and the Great Depression 

that followe~ it, that the illusion that Western Canada was the 

Promised Land was dispelled; like~ise, French Canada did not overcome 

its inertia until after that war. 

To illustrate the French Canadian ideology of the 

land, La ~erre Paternelle, written in 1846 by Joseph-Patrice Lacombe, 

e has beén selected becaus~, it exemplifies the agricul turist philosophy 

of thei>niflcteenth century as preached by the clergy and political 

élite in French Canada. Antoine Gérin-Lajoie's Jean ~ivard, published 0 

oQ 

in two parts in 1,~62,~ and 1,866 ,espec,ti vely, follows the ideology' 

innovated} in ~a Terre' Paternelle, but puts the emphasis on the 

strong nationalistic feelings and values then attachcd to the land. 

This novel, 'gIOrifYi~ and m~kjng Ù a symbol of nat-ional 
. 

survival, was written at the height of the emigration of French 

Cana"ian~youth to the Uilitcù States .. In this eulogy of the land the 

" author hoped that the youth would open up and settle new land in 

, 

') 
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the p'rovince of Québec and thus help to serve the national cause of 

"la survivance." 

Louis Hemon's ~faria Chapdelaine, publ1shed in 19),4. 

marked the culmination of the tradition Qf the nove~ of the land 

in 'F ench Canada. 
-

It showed that the theme of the land ïn .Québec 

cl serve 'the French Canadian icleology and be at the s~me time a 
Ill' 

" rary work of art. Although Maria Chapdelaine does not real~y 
• .. 

do j~stice to French Canadian society of 1914. the novel is worth 
\ . "., 

conaidering, for its 'objectivity, limited though it is, fs an i,nno-

vation in French Canadian writing. 

Albert Laberge's La Sc~uine, published in 1917, 

offers a striking contrast to the ideo1ogies treated in Hémon's 

Maria Chapde1aine~ His pessimistic attitude toward the land ref1ects 
, . 
the fas~ changing outlook of the French Canadian writer. Under the 

influenc~ of Eutbpean realistic writer~ of the time, Laberge 

. attàcked the prevailing F~ench Canadian romantic illusion about the 

\'1 . , Final~o close the study of the theme of the land 

in FFench 'Canadian fiction, Ringuet's Trente Arpents, p~blished in 

1938, must be considered. Ringuet was the first realistic afithor 
'; . . ~ 

to objectively picture French Canadian rural society. The universal . . 

problcm of ,the complcx ''tfond th<!~ .. links the farmer to his land, the 
"1; " .. ;r,. ~' " • 

appearance .of modern tech~ology in rural communities, the changing 

va1u~s of these communi tie.s,' and, the emigration of the youth to the 
r f~~ 

cit ies, a;re aU de,aIt wi th ln thi~ !l0vel: It is no~ only' a seal'ching 

·r 
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- , 
study of French Canadian rural communities in a fast changing worla, . 
but i t also climactically terminates the tradi ti,on of the novel 

of the land in French Canada. 1-Only aftex Ringuet'~ work do writers 
l 

begin ta deal with the alienated French Canadian1"~pitant" in the 

city. 

Various aspects of Prairie .life while the prairies were 

still a frontier are perhaps best depicted in a general way in Niven's . ~ 

yhe Flying Years. Published in 1942, Niven's novel, although by no 

means brilliant, is enlightening for the purpose of this study 

because it is a portrayal of the fast changing Prairie which within 

a single life-time was transfarrned fram a bUffa~hunting ~rantier 
ta an organized and prosperous society. In Niven the Promised Land 

is describéd with the enthusiasm of his protagonist, but his use of 

toe myth is forced, and he fa\ls ta observe the difficult reality of 

Prairie life. Salverson's The Viking Heart, published in 1923, 

gives an account of early pioneer life in which she portrays the 

Western Canadian myth, but at the same time shows the harsh reality 

1 of the immigrant's life on the prairies. In that respect, her novel 

Il 
offers a description of1prairie life which was not .found in Niven's 

The Flying Years. 

~~obert .J.C. Stead's Gr.?in, puhli.~hed in 1926, is central 

to thfs study for its perceptive and realistic npprouch to farm-life 

on the Prairies. Stead is not so much concerned with the myth of the .. 
Promised Land, as with the farmer's conflict between the old values 

'which he cherishes, ,and the economic and social effects of modern r 
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tecbnology. Martha Ostenso's ~ild Geese, published in 1925, has been 

chosen primarily because of the psychological depth it offers while 
A , 

utilizing landscape imagery and the bond of the farmer with his 

land. Her themes of man as Prairie interloper, and freedom as iHusion, 

will be taken up not only by F.P. Grove, but also by most contemporary 

Prairie writers. ~ ,. 
Frèùerick Philip Grove is today considered to have 

made a )1lajor contribution to Prairie fiction. His novels, in addi:' 

tion to- dealing with man's loneliness on the Prairie, also touch 

other themes such as man's relationship ta the land, the lan~ as part 

-of the divine order, the immigrant ts desire to take ;root; i"- the ~ 

land, and the impact of mechanization on rurai communities. 
l 

Settlers 

of the Mars~ gives an objective view of the effect orthe myth of 

the Promised Land on the individual, and also analyses man's relation-

ship with the land. Our Dai11 Bread deals with-the conflict of 

generations, the war years, and with the ultimate defeat of man's 

dream ta immortalize himself through his ~hildren. Fruits of"the 

Barth concerns whàt Grove caiis the folly of materialism and the 

disintegration of old rural communities. His novels offer a. profound 

analysis of Prairie life from the pioneer period to modern times, ~-

and providc a clcaT t1ividing point bctwccn Prairie novcls that trcat 
-III 

the themc of the land, and later ones that trcat the city . 

" 
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HI,STORICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND 
... ',. 

The concept of the land in the fiction of both the Canadian 

Prairie and French Canada has evolved in much the same way. 'Yet, a 

basic variance which is primarily due to social differences in cultural 

background can be traced in their respective traditions of the novel of 
M 

the land. Although both French and English Canada were at one time 
{ . 

frontier settlements, their attitudes toward the new world differed. 
-

Whil~ French emigrants came to North America in order to build a New 

France, and for' t'his reas,on imported aU the sOfial structurès of the 
'!"- , 

r 

" 
mother country, pioneers went to Western Canada with the hope of creating 

a different life in the New World. Unlike French Canadians, they saw the 
, 

new land as th~ Prom~sed Land, a land of freedom where they c~uld start 

anew, free from the social restrictions of their 'native lands. \ 

The distinguishing mark of French Canada is the' degree of soci'al 

cohesion it possesses--a cohesion largely due to the seir,neuridl system 

established in New France. Moreover. the Roman Catholic Church in 

Québec after the British Conquest was granted social and political power 

that no other church in Canada had. Hence, religious unit y in Québec 

easily came to identify itself with tinguistic anù cultural survival 
• j" • 

as wcll. ~t is oftcn claimed by nationalis;t'ic h-istorians that the 
. . 

British Conquest was largely responsibl: for the enclosure of French' 

Canadians within their province. This insularity, of course, ,cannot 

be denied. On the other hand however, it might also be argued that 

the Conquest served only ~o further reinforce French Canadian isolation. 

o r.-' ' , , . 
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• 
Even under the French Régime, French Canada, heavily influenced ~y its 

1 

autocratie government and conservative c1ergy, tended to be an uninvolved 

and closed-in society. This isolation, to a. lesser~tent, might have 

been created by the geographical landscape and the psychological impact 

it had on its inhabi tants. French Canada, loc'ated in the St. Lawrence 

Valley, is limited in space and is quite unlike the prairies which. 

present an open unlimited expànse, which has had a psychological impact 

on the settlexs that is clearly illustrated in Prairie fiction. r~~stern 

farmers had not only immense space, but also _believed, unlike ~rench 

Canadians, in the Western Canadian myth that this land was there to be 

cultivated and ,that every inch of it should be used. 

The uevelopment of a basic pragmatism in Prairie farmers and 
) " 

an essential consefvatism in French Canadians 'necessitates a survey of 

the historical evolution and preoccupations of each in order to better 

understand the differing conceptions of the land in their fiction. This 

c~apter is th~refore divided into two parts, giving the historical and 

cultural background of French Canada and of Western Canada respectively. 

1. French Canada 
, / 

The interdopcndence of French Canadian literature and co~tempo-~ 
/ 

ràneous social realitics is of primary importance. French Canadians, / 
1 

5' . 
feeling politically and economically dominated by the Anglo-Saxon wprld, 

- ~ ! 
have found in their li tcrat'ure means to express their h.opes, the,ir 

, 
/ 

aspirations, a~d their ideals. In. Québec , "la littérature a été 
/ 

) 1 

tout un instrument de combat social ou politique, un refu~e', une 
l ' / 

de sureté." Falardeau.'s generalization can be verifièd in the 
/ ., 

/ 
1 

avant 

soupape 

particular 

/ 
/ 

/ 
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case of the novel. If the French Canadian novel has been centered on the 
~ 

land for over a century, it is 
1 

because French Canadian society ',was, 

until;{he Middle of this century, a rural society 
\ 

totally estrange4 
;' .... "j-y-

f~~ the urban milieu. 

When dealing with the history of French Canada one must first 

consider the complete isolation of the early pioneers. and most importantly, 

the rigid autpcracy of the Ancien Régime which suppresseù any initiative 

on the part of French subjects living in New France. , 

The ~ocial orgapization of the "Province Royale" in North 

America was ba,ed mainly on agrarian social structures. lts s~ciet~; 
like its Frencb model, consisted of a complex social and religious ''1/',' 

\ hierarchy with the bulk of the population, composed of peasants who had 

to contend not only with wilderness but with the hostillty of the Indians. 

The population was settled along the St. Lawrence River on seigneuries 

which had been establi~hed by the French Government. Under the seigneu-

rial system, early pioneers were anowed a piece of land on a seigneurie 
\ 

which. in tu~n, was administered by the seigneur ïn charge who acted as 

a land promoter to recruit s'ettlers and who was also responsible for the 
. 2 

welfare of the new-corners. As a resultoof the seigneurial system which 

prevent~d outsiders fro~ mixing with 
, 

of New France was much moro cohcsive 
.; 

French,cladians, tl;le population 

than that of Western Canaùa could " ' 

have becn. Its isolation on the seigneuries ~nd its common, religi~us' 

.background contribute~to the uniformjty'of,the French Canaùians' 
, 

intellectual and religious development.. French Canatlians came to be not 

only"linked to one anoth~r, but co,le~ced into a homog~neous entity. The 

'<, , 
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seigneuries encouraged a "togetherness" and a strong s~.nse of belon~ing 

" 
. 

to a community ~nd to a culture. Consequently, instead.of stressing their 

regional particularities they tended more to find for themselves national 

traits. Their national. bond with the land which came to syrnbolize".~ll 

of the se values was~tQ further isolate them from the rest of the world . 
, 

The conquest of New France by England in 1763 brought about 

drastic changes in the French colonY. Following the Treaty of Paris 

by which Louis XIV ceded New France to England, the nobles and adminis-

trators returned to their mother country and were replaced by a British 

hierarchy'. French Canadians found themselves with no political, economic 
1 - -

1 or militaJ;y support. As Michel B!unet points out, "les Canadiens, 

privés de l'appui de leur mét~opole nourricière ... [étaient] réduits 

J à leurs propres ressources. Celles-ci étaient très limitées.,,3 Limited 

theit resources were inJeed." AS,with any pioneer society, French Canada 

had had very few educationai opportunities, having to concentrate its 

efforts on the monumental task of clearing the !and. Moreover, the 

limited intellectual possibilities f~r the French Canadian habitants 

were due to an extremely traditional clergy that was eager to maintain a 
/' 

strict control over its "followers, as weU as ta an nutocrg.tic governmeot , ., 
t~at closely guarded its colony. The works of such philosophers as 

Rousseau and Voltaire, who would later be partially responsible for the 

French Revolution, wcre strictly forbidden in New France. Ilcncc, at the 

time of the Conquest French Canadians .round themsclvcs with no moriey, 

no printing pres? and,no literaturè. AlI that they had and which they 

were determined to preserve, was their language, thcir religion, and their 

land. 

, 

"."J,. 
"1 
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Afterthe Conquest, Canada became an English country. This 

fact"had a major influence on the destiny of the French Canadians who 

were determined more than they_had ever becn to retain their possessions. 

After the Conquest, 65,000 French Canadians,4 ruined by the ~ars and 

5 
by the conquerors, deserted by their gov'erning class that had fled to 

France, ,would try to survive in what had become an ~nglish continent. 

Since the conquerors had taken control of public administration and 

• the economy, French Canadians had only one resource left: the land. 
1. 

During the entire fir~t Qalf of the nineteenth century, French Canadian 

society remained a rural society, basically illiterate and conditioned 

by the labour and rituals of a primitive agriculture." This rural life 

seems to have been a major factor in the isolation of the French Canadian 

people, but at the same time it was largely responsible for the preser-

vation and homogeneity, of their language ~nd traditions. Largely because 
, 

of the retention of the seigneurial system, French Canadians were able 
~ 

to maintain their community life as it had been before the conquest ~d , , 

to preserve themselves from outside influence. Their powerful moral 

and religious unit y became the basis for their politics; in order to 

. retain what they had, nothing was to change. 

After the return of the French élite to France, the clergYJ last 

representative of French cu]~ure in North America, assumcd the social 
. 

and spiritual leadership of their people. The Roman ,Cathol.c Church in' 

Québec found itself in a much better pos~tion under British rule than it 

had ever dreamt of under the Frenc~ Régime. 6 In order to maintain its 

power over a conquered country, the conqu~ror has to'use structures which 

r 
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/already exist in that society. One of the Most powerful"of these 

forces, th~ Roman Catholic Church, served as an intermediary between 

the colony' and the new government: 

te cqnquêrant a dO cqmposer avec l'Eglise ... pour assure; 
la tranquiliter du pays; de cet accord est né le ,concept 
d'un peuple soumis et équilibré, chrétien et cultivateur. 
C est la mystique de la race ,prônée au Canada français 

. Œrant le XIXème siècle ct plus ou moins codifiée dans 
, le ~tatu quo de la constitution du Canada. 7 

It was under British rule that the Catholic Church in Québec began to 

play a major political role. Its authority under~~he French Régime 

had be~n limited. Although the clergy had at first acquired a ce~tain 

amount: of secular power through the Bishops, this power was removed in 

1665 by the Intendant who stood second in the pqlitical structure of~ 
8 

French society. After the Conquest, realizing its potential power as 

an intermediary between the French Canadian people and the new government, 

the Clergy demanded and received the right for the French Canadian to 
4 '. 

use his own language and to profess his own religion. Granteô this' 

constitutional right, it was understood that French Caryadians would 

submit to the ruling authori ty; they would be "British," but would 

rema~n French in culture and Catholic in religion. Loyalty to the 

British Crown would now be a religious duty. After the strongly 

anticlèrical French Revoluti'on only a few years later the French Canadian 

clergy scvcr~d any links rcmaining wlth Prance: 

~ rcgicide France that ~orshippecl the Goddess of Reasen could 
Ilot be a spi ritual home land for the ({oman Catholic Church 
in Canaqa, and so the possibility of allegiance to France 
was ended forever. 9 . 

. 10 ~ 

France Was denounced as a' "cemmuni,t" country and the ideal 'of the 
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status-orùereù society of ,pre-revolutionary France,_ then called "Fille 

aînée de l'Eglise," whcre one had to be Cath~liè and French, was 
'., 

1 

applied to Canada. 

• The Clergy, in order to survive and to fulfill its dut Y . 

to the British Crowil, imposed:;6n its faithfu1 followers strict rules of 
~~/ 
/ .......... - ~ 

an austere, life to be followe4~here was rigid control over bôoks and 

literature in general, and playing cards and smoking were forbidden 

in public places. Il This rigidity of the Church, in turn, was a major 

reason fOT the survival of the French language and religion in America. 

Oetermined to remain French, ~he peasants of French Canada, with the 

blessing of their parish priests, d~voted themselves to preserving their 

French heri tage. .They respected the Sri tish authori ty, but a11 their 
J 

energies tended to the preservation of the French heritage. This attitude~ 

of course, was respons~ble for the extreme conservatism usually associated 

with French Canada. The ultimate goal of the Clergy was t~ achieve 
1 • 

stability, but the final result was immobility; French 'Canadian society 

became a totally enclosed'society,' suspiélOUS of thc least change. 

The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, a period 
o 

described as "la revanche du berçeau" in French 'Glnada, was a period of 

unprecedented grbwth in population, and soon French Ganadian fâmilies 

becamc synonymous with large familics. The Frcnch Canadian religious 

Faith was largcly rcsponsihlc for this growth in population. The 

Catholic Church ,Ilad made it clear to its followers that procreation was 

the ultimatc end of marriagc, and that only procrcati~n could ensurc the 

survival of the French language and culture in the New World: 

" 
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Cc qui fait la force morale du Canada, c'est le clergé 
catholique. C'est lui qui l'a guidé, discipliné, 
mené à la lutte sur le terrain spécieux de la politique. 
Comme le Canadien possédait l'~nergie, il lui a appris 
la sagesse. Il lui a fait comprendre que, so~s peine 
de disparaitre devant 1 Jélément ~nglo-saxon, il lui 
fall'ait avoir beaucoup d'enfants, et sa croyaRce reli­
gieuse aidant, l'a rendu surémlnèmment fort pour la lutte. 12 

\ 

1 " 
The-French Canadians' will to survive anù their rellgious faith encouraged 

large fami,Qlies, bo~h a national and religious dut Y imposed on couples by 

the Church. With almo~o immigration the French population, increased 
.. 

from approximately 65,000 in 1763 to over 1,600,000 in 1900, ~nd to 
" ~ 13 

4,500,000 in 1927. It was even thought at one point by English leaders 
v 

that Frencn Canadians were trying to gain the nurneric advantage in 

Canada by producing children! 

-_ Lik~ t"he Presbyterians, the Methpdi'st\s, and a host, of 
" ~ 

o 
. 

" 

other religions, the Roman Catholic Church, tri avoid being infltienced 

by outside forces, did everything to keçp its pe9ple inside the Church. 
'0 

Sometimes the means ernployed to achieve this goal mig,ht 'not alÇiays have 

seemed the best to the observer, but they were neverthel~ss n~cessary. 

D. de Haurarme touches the' core of the problein when he s~ys: ~~On peut 
> • 

dire que l'Eglise catholique au Canada est une institutioQ ~riV(lég~ée" 
<i 

mais qui n"opprime pas. C'est une sorte d.'assoéiation lib:Fe qui impos,e 

d'étroites obligations à ses rnern~res, qui insiste pour qU'ils les 
, " 

·14 ,-
remplissent"'au'i<;i longtemps qu'ils en 'iont membres .... " .Protes.tant 

churchcs in Canada alsp tried to exercise sorne political powçr, ~ut thdii 

~ndeavours failed because, a; Lapierr~ notes, "1' autori té spirituelle 

de ces églis~s est granùement limjtée et il me semble qu'en pratique, 

, elles n'ont pas et n'exercent pas ùn pouvoir çoercif.,,15 These churches 
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did not have the polit ical and social P1f"'rs' that . wer~ gl ven to the 

" ' 
Catholic Church in Québec after the Conque,st. 

"i 

Because of i ts man y teliglous factions the' Protestant 

Church in Western Caoada was actuall~ ~ contributing ~ct~r in the lack 

of soclal cohesiveness o~ the prairies. \'Ihilc the Roman Catholic Church , 
\ ,-

had great political; soclal, ~nd spiritual power in Québec; ihe Protestant 
, \ 

Church was not able to achieve the" sume power over it5 followers. - The 

Church in Québec came to be regarded as theosymbol of French Canadian, 

values; the Church was more than a mere religious ,establishment: the 

Roman Catholic Chur ch in 9uéb~c wa$' the state. The tn0tto ~'one, law, 
" ' 

one church, on~ state" could not have been appli~d ln Weste~n Can~da. 

The pragmatic philosophy of the Protestant C~urch jontrasts ~ith,the 

conservatism and spirituality of the Catholic Church in Québec forwhom 

"les valeurs de contemplation sont d'emeurées supérieures aux valeu;s 
o , 

d'actions; 1~ grâce et les vertues chrétiennes sont demeurées dissociées 

du succès des ~ntr~prises terrestres. ,,16 The conservatlsm of the Catholic 
, '. 

Church in Qué~ec has ~ew affiniti~s with the liberal protestantism of 
(: '1 

Western religious lif t). 

The Cath~lic Church has always pl~;d an important part in 
" 

education in Canada. Under the French 'Régime \ t ~ad been ,gi ven "a social 

cl f th s, t f b' 1 cl . dO, l' .' ,,1 7 man atc rpm
u 

c ta c ~r ott c ucatlon. an hosplta l~atlon. The 

Church rctaincd thi~ privil~gc UluJer, British ruIe, and soon collcgcs of 
,r- 0 

chigher ~earning wer~ cr~ated to educat~ priests. 
1 

It is from these 1n5ti-, 

tution that the future I;rench Canadian élite emcrged who le~ the legi5~ 

l~tive.assémbly, gran~ecl in 1791, and who gained ev en more powe~'by 
,\ 

, 
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Confederation in 1867. These politica! leaders, faithfully following the 

doctrine of the Chur ch and. aware of its power, concentrated their effor~ 

on indoctrinating'their people with the ide al known as "agricu.Iturism" which 

Michel Brunet; humorously deEines as being funqamentally 'a philosophy 

of life which idealizes the past, condemns the present, and is highly 

suspicious of the future.' 18 This agriculturist propaganda origi':laIly, 
\ 

had a very ptaiseworthy inte~tion: to assure the permapence of the French 

Canadian nationa!ity in North America. 

To see the particular orientation of "agriculturist" 

thought in French Canada one, has 'only to read the famous/ sp,eech of Georges-
\", . 

Etienne Cartier, one of the most influentiàl men of the time: 

La population ne sJffit pas à constituer une nationalité; 
il lui faut enc~re l'élément territorial. La race, la langue, 
l'éducation et les moeurs forment ce, que j'appelle un 
élément personnè>l national. Mais cet élément devra périr 
s'il n'est pas accompagné de l'élément territorial. L'expé­
rience démonttè que, pour le maintien et la permanence de 

, toute nationalité, il faut l'union intime et indissoluble de 
l' indi vidu avec le sol. . 'f.. .f 

Canadien-français,'n!bublions pas que, si nous voulons 
a~urer notre existence nationale, il faut nous cramponner 
à\~terre. Il faut que chac~n de nous fasse tout en son 
pouvoir pour conserver non seulement le sang et la langue 
de nos ancêtres, mais encore Iii propriété du sol. ~ . . Je 
ne vois pas d'éventualité possible que puisse donner & coup 
de mort à notre natiorlalité, tant que nous aurons la p ~ine 
possession du sol. Compatriotes, souvenez-vous toujo s ,( 
que notr~ nationalité ne peut se maintenir qu'à cette \ t 
condition. 19 ' \" ___ ,_<,,,," 

This spe~ch, made in 1855, could have servcd -·as a pre.tude to any novel 

of the la_nd J.n. French Canada. The same idcal towards agriculturism 

persisted un~il the early years Qf the t~entieth century when political -

leaders still claimed that fll\' agriculture qu~bécoise fournirait I~S 

assises matérielles d'une haute civilisation française et catholique 

en terre d'Amérique.,,20 If sorne voices were)~,e,il .. ~~riticiZing', "la 
• 

.. , ' 
1\ 
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, 
piété qui piétine,,2l and the irnmobility of the French Canadian people, 

they were quickly called to 'order by the clergy. In 1902 Jule!!i-Paul 

Tardivel, journalist and politician, recommended to his fellows a way 

of life which they would follow until the First World War: 

Il n'est pas nécessaire que nous possédions l'industrie et 
l'argent. Nous ne serions plus des Canadi~ns-frariçais mais 
des Américains à peu près comme les autres. Notre mission 
ffit de posséder la ter~e et de semer des idées. Nous accrocher 
au sol, élever des fami lIes nombreuses, entretenir des 
foyers de vie intellectuelle 2t spirituelle, tel doit 
être notre rôle en Arnérique. 2 

This declaration closely parallels the philosophy o,f agriculturism; 

anything that had to do with·progress, such as the use ~f machinery on 

the farms, was ~onsidered a threat to that philosophy and would therefore 

bring the ultimate defeat of French Canadian civilization in America. 

The Confederation of Upper Canada, Lower Canada, Nova 

Scotia and New Brunswick in 1867 further isolated the French Canadians 
; 

from t~e rest of'Canada, convincing them of their "special position" in 
> 

the new union. Granted special privileges, French Canadians did not 

greet Confederatio~ as the birth of a new Canadian nation, but ratheT as 
1 

r 

confirming, the birth of the French Canadian nation in Québec. La Minerve, 

the large st circulating ,newspaper in Québec at that time, described the 

British NorthL~erica Act as a protection of the new French Canadian 

nation: 

[ 

) 

Telle est, d'ailleurs, la significatjon'que l'on doit attacher 
à cette constitution. On y voit la reconnaissance de la' 
nationalité ,canadienne fnançaise. Comme nationalité 
distincte et séparée, nous sormons un Etat dans l'Etat, 
avec pleine jouissance de nos droits, la reconnaissance 
formelle de notre i~dépendance nationale. 23 

1 ---.... 
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Confederation only strengthened the feeling that Québec was indeed 

the "cradle of a race" and thât Canada was destined to become an English 

country enclosing a French-speaking province. This special position 

given to Québec was to have considerable effect on its attitude toward 

emigration to other parts of_Canada. 

The major eyent that stimulated the growth and development 

of a national litterature in French Canada was the publication of François-
• 

Xavier Garneau's Histoire du Canada in 1845. The literature prior to 

'Garneau's Histoire was insignificant, consisting ~ostly of stories of 

adventure which had nothing to do with the rea1ities of everyday life 

in French Cana4a. Garneau n~t on1y celebrated the glorious episodes . ., \ 

of his race, but also shed new light on the subjugation of French Canadians 

to British rule. His thesiS gave French Canadians a feelirig of dignity 

and a new will to sur.vive. During the latter part of the nineteenth 
""'-

century and the first quarter of the twentieth "century, French Canadian 

" literature was on one hand conditioned by Garneau's nationalistic feelings, 

and on the other hand by agricultural ideology. A declaration of Abbé 

Casgrain recommends the kind of literature which should be written in 

French Canada: 

" , ,. 

Sir comme il est incontestable, la littérature est l~ reflet 
des moeurs, du caractère; des aptitudes,Odu génie d'une 
nation~ si elle garde aussi l'empreinte des lieux oD elle 
surgie, de~ aspects de la nature, des sites, des perspectives, 
des horizons, la nôtre Sera grave, m6ditative, spiritualisic, 
mergiquc et persévérante comme nos pjonniers d'autrefois .. 
chuste ct pure comme le 'manteau virginal de nos longs hivers .. 
Ainsi sa voie est tracée d'avance; elle sera le miroir fidèle 
de notrc\petit peuple dans les diverses phases de son. 
existencè avec sa foi ardente, ses nobles aspirations, ses 

, élans d'enthousiasme ses ,traits d 'héoroisme. . .. Elle n'aura 
point ce cachet de réalisme moderne, manifestation de la 
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pensée impie, matérialiste; mais elle n'aura que plus 
de vie, de spontanéité. .. Heureusement que jusqu'à 
ce jour, notre littérature a compris sa mission, c~lle de 
favoriser de saines doctrines, de faIre aimer le bien, 
admirer le beau, ,connaître le vrai, de moraliser le peuple 

/ 

en ouvrant son âme à tous les nobles sentiments, eu,,_ ' 
murmurant à son oreille, avec les noms chers à ses souvenirs, 
les actions qui les ont rendus dignes de vivre en couronnant 
leurs vertus de sqn auréole, en montrant du doigt les sentiers 
~i mènent à l'immortalité. Voilà pourquoi nous avons foi 

1 

en son avenir. 24 

French Canadian literature was ta serve a social and natio­
t 

nal ideology rather than a literary cause. At the threshold of the' 
, 

twentieth century the' novel of the land followed the ideology of the 

land ~s preache~ by the clergy and the élite one hundre~ years earlier. 
, 

In a short but profound study Yves Caron states that French Canadian 

letters have not been able to grow because of the "austere and retro-

d Il 1 · ,. .' 25 Th' , \ h b b . . gra e Iterary cr1t1C. 1S assertIon can per aps e est seen ln 
\ 

the reception of Laberge's novel, La Scouine, published in 1918. This 

novel conflicted with aIl established ~deologies and was therefore 

systematically condemned or ignored by litera!y critics. The paradox~ 

ical ,goal of the novelist before the Fir,..st World War was not to write 

~ novel, but rather a fictionalized exhortation to preserve French 

Canadian culture. AlI the efforts of the wri ters were focussed on 

inculcating respect for ancestral tradition; French Canadians had to 

remain French Catholics and peasants. The land was the founùation of 

the nation's survival.- -- .. '-0 

. 
French Canada was not, howevcr, immune to outsiùe influence. 

-Th'è "F'ir~t World War was responsible for the first "révolution tranquille" 

in Québec. War factories appeared overnight"and men were needed to 
o 

, , . 



" 

... 

. . 

o 

24 

wor~ in the ci ties. This, ncw occupat~~Qn was part icularly appealing to 
• , 

the children of farmers who werc assured a "steady" incarne. With the 

advent of the war and'the disruption of European agriculture, the Canadian 
'1 

fanner became of prime importance. He saw himself as a master who 

through,hi~ productive land could feed the world and make substantial 

profits for himself., Although ~ot directly related to the war, modern 
. 

technology made its appearance in the farming communities, thus changing 

not only the farming methods"but also the farmer's ideals and goals 

when h~ realized that his land could be a financial a~set to him. 

Land in French Canada, both traditionally and legally, 

could be ,inherited only br. the eldest son of the family. The introduc-

tion of modern technology coinciding wHh a short age of "new lands" for 
,1 

the farmer's offspring was largely responsible for the change in,attitudes 
, " 

, . 
of the new generation and for the emigration of thè youth to the city 

where they thought they cou1d live a comfortable and secure life, freed 1 . 
from the demands of the land. Of course, French Canada had had the same . ~ 

prob1em in the 1850'5 when it had faced a massive e~igration of its 

youth to the fac~ories of the United, States. At ~at time, however, the 

clergy with -the help of politiéians and writers, had eventually been able 

to persuade young people to go North and\open new lands, thus serving the 

national cause. The situation was different in 1918: communications had"";' c 

improved and french Canada~was more vulnerable to outside influences. 

l'he importance of the history of French Canada and the role 

that the land has played in it is reflected in the literature. As a 

result,' the lànd in French Canada has symbolized until recently the 

\ 
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survival of the French nationality in an English continent. However, 

as will be seen in the following chapter, the the~e of the land in 

French Canadian fiction.has continued to evolve. 

2. Prairie Settlement 

There was no go'vernment pol'~cy befo:r,e Confederatîon for' 

settling the prairies. Through Confederation the colonies and Lower and 
~ 

Upper Canada were united and made into provinces, and "the expansion 

of the new union to include the unorganized terri tories of the Northwest. 

and the colony of British COlumbia.,,26 The principal reason for 
l , 

unification was that unit y had become imperative to'stave off the thr~t 
, . 

-
of a take-over df these terri tories by the great wèstward expansion of 

the l!nited States. Confederation was interpreted very differently by 

those immediately concerned by~such a union, Québec, Ontario, and the 

Red River settlers. Both Québec and Ontario, in a desire to increase 
, . 

their political power, saw marke~ advantages to Confederation. While 
\ 

Québec envisaged the new constitution as a protection of French 
11 '. ' 

Canadian rights within Québec,27 and perhaps at the same time an opportu-

ni ty for expansion, Ontario viet'ied Confederation as the end of Québec 1 s 

maj ority po.si tion in government, and a1so as the beginning of a great' 
\ ~ 

westward expansion for Ontario fann:rs and industrialists .... To the Lower 

Canadian mind,'Confeùcration made Québec a scparate country with its own 

language, its own law and its own religion. '1'0 the Upper eanadian.mind, 

Confeùeration was an avenue" to Western Canada which would assure the -

preservation of Ang~o-Saxon power and would therefore 

28 the West would be English and Protestant. 

. '. 
g!larantee ':that 
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?, 
No sooner had the British North America Act been signed 

th~pra bitter politieal struggle arose between Québec anù Ontario to 

determine who would take the lead in developing the new ~erritory. The 

original settlers of Red River, the first prairie colony, established by 
, 

Lord Selkirk in 1811, did not want to be considered a mer~ eolony of the 

Dominion, and 50 they. demanded self-government and equality with the other 

provinces of Canada. - As a result of a political compromise, their 
, 

demands were aceepted, and the province of Manitoba was created in 1870. 
\ 

The population of the Red River colony, made up of ~ large proportion 

of French-speaking people, demanded and received rights to their own 

educational system and to their own l~nguage. This initiative gave 

.' Québec a first vlctory over Ont,ario by securing a constitution for the new 

province which gave equality to the French language and ass~red the~right 

to denominational schools su2h as' existed in Québec. It,then seemed that 
" 

dualism would' remain a reality in Manitoba. However, the new constitution 

was granted only in principle by th~ Canadian governmenç. Its immigration 
'" ~,"fiol 

policy, although encouraging English immigration, clearly favoured plu-

ralism rather than dualism. As Bruchési says in his Histoire du Canada 
{> , 

pour tous_ (as translated by Petersen), "It was more expensi ve for an 

inhabitant of Rivière-du-Loup to go to Alberta than for a Jew from' 

<l' 29 
Galicia or a peasant from the Danube." The prohibitive cost was not 

the main reas~n for the lack of 'French Canàdian immigration ta the Wést . 
./ 

As A.l. Silver notes, French Canada did not consider the new territories 

~tas a safe place for the survival of the' French language and religion. 30 

Unlike. English settlers who settled individually, French Canadians tended 
.1 
l , 

1 
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to settle; new lands lien masse" 'under the le'~dership of' the çle~gy,. 

Confederation "ih}ch gave constitutional rights ~o French Canadi!ns ~in 

the province of Québec, certainly did n~t encourage them .to emigrat,e. 
"f,~ , 

outside of their province ~h~re they,would lose those rig~ts.'-J" To live .:." '-

outsiùe the province of Québec, astate within aState, was to èndanger' 

the French Canaùian national identity. The exccution of Louis Riel, 

defender of French rights in Mani toba, only served to reinforce the idea 

of English hostility toward the French language and religion. Furthermore, 

the abolition of the official use of French and of the denominational 

school system in 1890, confirmed French Capadian fears that the French 

cause w~s a lost one in Western Canada: " . on a voulu faire du Nord-

Ouest un pays essentiellement Anglo-saxon de race et de langue, et en 

bannir tout l'élément fran§ais et catholique. II31 

Planned settlement of the praiFies could be said to have 
o 

started in 1872 when the Canadian government passéù the Land Act which ., 
\ 

provided ne~ settlers wi th lia free homestead on the even numbered sections 
r 

"32 
and a wood-lot." The new survey of the homestcads "introduced the 

American p~ttern of geometric indifference to natural features or social -
1 ~~.-é 

customs. Its sole '{irtues were economic . -. . it tr~Ç,l.t'èd land as a 

d · t t b d Id ,,33 Th' t' 1 commo 1 y 0 e cut an 50 . • • . lS new surveY,was en 1re y 
• 

diffcrcnt from that of sejftncurial settlements in Québec which took 
,~ 

into account gcographièal factors.~ Al though the survcy did not prevent 
" 

group settlements, it dip encOurage and prepare the way for an indi vidua-

listic and assïmilative' society whil.e' placing immigrants ln Dlixed and 

diverse settlements in an already pred~minantly English land. 

, 
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From the beg~nning the prairi~s were viewed ",as ,the 

Land of Prdmise, the New Eden where one was bound to succeed. Thus, 
1 

the \ first dream of the inunigrants t~ the pra~ries was\,an economic one. 

Wes,tern Canada was for them a place where they cO,uld fulfill their 

dreams, free of the social ~estrictions of the Old World. The prairies 

represented t~e land of the future, the land of opportunity, the 

\ 
Promised L~nd: \ ~ , 

An at~osphere of crystal, a climate suited aboye ~ 
aIl others to develop the broad shoulder. the tense 
muscle, and the clear brain, and which will build up 
the most herculean and robust nation on earth. But 

-- aboye aIl, Canada is "the hope of the de'spairing poor 
-. 'of the world, a boundless ocean of land, diversified 

by rolling hills, by lakes and woods, or swelling into 
• d illimitab}e plain. The haunt of the Indian, the bison, 

and the antelope J wai ting', with majestic patience for 
the flocks and the fields,' the schools. the churches, 
the Christian falth and love of freedom of the coming . 
men. ,,34 

While prairie settlements were established for economic 

and politieal purposes, French Canadian settlements had been planned 

to create a new Fre~ch society in North America. The French colonist 

who came~ to the New Land never found himself isolated and could always 

identify wi th a communi ty because of the seigneurial system which 

r uped the settlers close to each other. On June 14 1872, the 

overnment created the "implement" for inunigration to encourage 
, 

settlement of the prairies. Agents werc placed i~ major buropeans 

cHics to sccure immigrants for the new land, and a "Select Commi ttee 

of the f-Ïouse of Commons on Immigration and Colonization" was formed ta 
- 35 
exercise general supervision. Significantly, this immigration 

poliey was ehaotic in France and ye~y. few immigrants were secured from 

. , 
o ' 

, , 
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that count;y.36 The result of the new immigratio~ policy was nevertheless 

successful, and seemed to confirm that the Canadian prairie was indeed 

the land of the future. Immigration expanded west of Winnipeg, and in 

1878 the editor of the Saskatchewan Herald rèported that: 

within the last five years, the settlement of which 
Prince Albert proves the centre has been making 
giant strides towards the goal of civi1ization 
and agricultural improvement. The buffalo hunter is 
rapidly giving way to the farmer, and the lndian trader 
to the merchant. 37 

Prince Albert, which might be considered the most important Settlement 

we~t of Winnipeg at this period, was originally composed chiefly of 

Presbyterians, but latcr-became the centre of an Anglican mission led by 

the Reveren d Jam~ Wisbet. In 1880 BisHop Grondin, Roman Catho,J.~c 

Bishop of si. Albert, commented on the progress of Prince Albert. His 

comments shed light on the co?trasting attitudes of French and English 

Canadians toward the New World: 

Le 18 aofit j'arrivais"à Prince Albert, véritable ville 
ahglaise qui s'élève dans son diocèse à 15 ou 20 lieues 
de St. Laurent de Grondin. Il -y a là deux usines à 
vapeur, j'y ai vu pour la première fG1s dans ce pays 
des constructions en briques. L'agglomération n'est pas 
encore considérable, mais les anglais, écossais et -banadiens 
anglais qui s'y rencontrent sont tous des Nomades entrepre­
nants qt décidés à faire fortune. 38 

The period between 1891 and 1901 opened a new era for 

Western Canaua. The completion of t~c rai lway to Vancouver in l~ 

brought in a Flow of European immigrants, mainly German and scandina~, 
.. 

and directed them to newlareas of set~lement. In retrospect, it is 

evident that Western Canada could never have been held and perhaps could 

never have been,settlêd by Canada without ~ Canadian railway. Although 
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,. the number of European immigrants greatly increased in the last de cade 

of the nineteenth century, their influence was not felt. The 
~ " 

homestead policy encouraged assimilation of the newly arrived to the 

"orÏ)inal predominant ly homogenous society, whether deri ved from 

Eastern Canada, Britain, or the U.S., [WhQ] had already transferred 
o 

urban institutions and municipal organizations from the older East 

to the West. 
.1 

A major problem the Immigration Office had to, face was 

the lack of farming experience among the new settlers. Unlike the 

farmer in Québec whose sole aim was to provide for his family and 

perhaps to sell a limited surplus to his community, the prairie settler 

was expected to produce on a large scale to meet the country's need~. 

Furthermore, his desire to achieve affluence on the land motivated him 

to reach out for more and more land. Because of the'particu1ar. nature 
~A 

of the soi1 and climate in the West new methods of cu1t~vation, espe-

cia1Iy in the semi-arid region of Calgary, were needed. Experimental 

farms were established by the government, and the research done on those-

farms greatly improved the precarious condition of inexperienced- farmers. 

, With improvements in farming methods the decade 1901-1910 

was one of progress and prosperity. Between 1897 anù 190~ the Canadian 

govcrnmcnt cxtcnùcù rai Iway constructi on q,n n large scale by amenùing 

no fcwcr thpn six timcs the Uomjnion Lanù Act, of lR72 with the 

f . . cl 1 40 purpose 0 assurlng rapl sett ement The construction of railways 

provided new sett1ers with th~ means of finding money td support ~ 
~ . 

themselves and their families until their farms could be productive. 
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, 
By providing an assured income the extended rai1way constructlon 

encouraged i~igration. The Red Deer land agent reported in 1911: , 

Considerable rai1way dev~lopment took place during the 
past year, but 1911 promises to be phenomenal in railway 
construction througho~t the district. Construction 
work on the Alberta Central and Canadian Northern rarlways 
west from Red Deer, which was carried on aIl winter, has 
given employment to a large number of settlers the winter 
through. These companies have paid good wages and have 
purchased aIl kinds ot producc the farmers haJ to se11, 
which has made good times generally .. ~. . Many new towns 
are springing up, and the older towns are growing rapidly, 
consequent ly there is 4Ï heavy demanQI for all kinds of 
skilled labour •... 

Following the influx of European settlers in the 

decade 1901~1910 a great tide of immigration flowed in from the 

United States and from the crowded farms of Ontario. The American 

~ immigration tota11ed 82,995 against 82,323 English Canadians for'that 

deaade42 . The American contribution to the Prairie settlements cannat 

be ignored; though they were also attracted by the promise of free land 

and·quick .wealth, many of th~m had already had previous farming expe-

rience and were well-equipped with the necessary farming machinery. 

A typical exarnple of the Canadian governrnent propagation of the rnyth 

of the Promised Land can be found in'an advertisement which appeared in • 

St. Paul, Minnesota: "Buy lands in Saskatchewan. You can leave home 

after Easter, sow your grain and take in the harvest and come home with 

rour pockets full of ,moncy in t ime for Thanksgi ving dinncr .,,43 

Th'C thrift and inùustry of the people and, their deùication 

ta their farms greatly helped to make the prairies a prosperous land. ~t 

Most of the pioneers and settlers of the prairies, although from 

different origins, shared the comman roots of Protestantisrn, a strong 

.. 
- ~ . 
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sense of individual freedom, anù the ùetermination ta succeed in their 

new 1ife. They envisioned the prairies as "a great blank sheet in 

the world 1 s diary,,44 where they eould, like Abe Spafdlng in Grove' s 

FFuits of the Earth, write their own history. ,They saon came to 
'; 

regard the East as the unprogressive part of the country only fit ta 

squeeze money out of the aggressive prairie dwellers ror the sake of 

the do-nothing annuitants and the big 1nterests which ~an the railroads
4S

. 
, 

As time'passed prairie farmers became involved in social and politieal , . 
matters. 'Ûrganizations such as The Grain Growers 1 Grain Company were 

forrned to proteet the farmers' i nterests, and i t soon became evident 

that the inhab~tants of Western Canada would have different attitude~ 

from those of Eastern Canada. 

The population and eeonomy of the prairie~ grew at an 

astonishing rate, a~d by 1913 the land agent of Red Deer was able ta 

report: "Vi llages have beeome towns, and the town of Red Deer has 

developed into a city. ,,46 -Between 1881 and 1911 the population of 

Manitoba rose from 62,000 inhabttants ta 461,000 inhabitants.4~ ~y 

the early'twentieth century, the growth rate of the prairies attained 

nearly a million persons per decade for the years 1900-'1920. 48 The 
} , 

farmers enjoyed great prospe~ity between 1914-1920 when the price of 

whcat increased from $1.07 to $2.21 a bushc1.
49 

This grcat prosperity 
\.1 

aecelerated the introduction of machinery on the farms, and farmers 
,,..;: 

began to reaeh out for more and more land in their desire to devc10p 

thcir farms on a--.major sca1e to profit from the war and its demands. 

Of course, the artif-icial demand c'reated by the war could not last, 

, J 
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and farmers who had extendeù their holdings, found thems~lves ruined 

financially by the Great Depression in 1929. 

Since the prairie pr~inces werç, in contrast to 

French Canada, settled quite late historically, and since their 

society was not restricted by a powerful social institution such as 
. 

Yf:he Roman Cath'olic Church in Québec, the novel of the land did not 

take the same form as i t had taken in French Canada. Whi le the 

ideology of the land in French Canada was survival, the modern and 
o 

progressive prairiès were governed by the myth that the new land was 
'9 

the Promised Land, the New Eden, freed from the oid social restric-

'~ions. The introduction of modern, technology which was heightened 
, , 

by the Great War, had an effect which is reflected in the fiction. The 

means taken to achieve prosp.eri ty shifted from agrarian to techno-

lo}ical ones, and brought to the surface many' dichdtomies which 

writers such as Grove and Ringuet were ta deaJ with." Although the 

attitude of the Frenc~nd Eng.~ish_ Canadian famer towàrù the land 

changed, the fiction of 'the two cul'tures continued to carry many of the 

same themes. The fundarnental relationsh~p between man and the land 

was questioned, and writers became concerned with themes such as 
, 

,idealism and realism, spiritual and ~aterial values, in order to give 

a vital mcaning to a people who had rcjected the old values of 

agràrian" life. 

• 
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,FRENCH CANADIAN FICTION 

In the carly part. of the nincteenth century. French Cpna-

dian literature receiyed little notice.~ Most of the works produced 

.during that period w~re highly romantic adventure novels bearing the 

European influence of the time. However, the publication of Garneau's 

Histoire du Canada in 1845 was to inspire French Canadians to write of 

their own land. Garneau gave Fren"ch Canada a national \ conscience by 

writing the first real history of which it could be proud. According to 

• 

Mgr. Roy, well-known critic of the early twentieth century, when Garneau's 

friends claimed that French Canadians were a conquered~people with no 

history, he replied: "Eh bien! Notre histoire je vais vous la raconter! 

Et vous verrez comment nos ancêtres ont été vaincus, et Sil une pareille 
. .r' 

défaite n'est pas aussit glorieuse qu'une viétoire!"l Ac'cording to 
1 

Abbé' Casgrain, Garneau 1 s His t6ire du Canada had a profound effect on 

French Canadian attitudes toward the land: 
. , . ..f.-/ 

Nous n'oublierons jamà1s l'impression profonde que produisi(tl 
s~r nos jeunes imaginations,d'étudiants l'Histoire du Canada 
de Garneau. . . . Ce fut une révélation pour nous. Ces 
grandes clartes qui se levaient tout à coup sur un sol vierge, 
et nous en découvraient les. richesses et la puissante 
végétation, les monuments et les souvenirs, nous ravissaient 
d'étonnement autant que d'admiration. 

Que de fois ne nous sommes-nous pas dit avec transport, 
à l'aspect des ·larges perspectives qui Si ouvraient devant 
nous:

D 
Cette terre si belle, si luxuriante, est celle que 

nous foulons sous nos pieds, c'est le sol de la patrie! 
Avec quel noble orgueuil nous écoutions les divers 'chants 
de cette brillante é~opée! 2 

'Garneau' s Histoire was to make the French Canadian proud of his language,.' 

his history, and his religion. Its conclusion was to lead the way for 
, 

the intellectuals of the time: • 

1· 
1 
i 
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Ce peuple [the French Canadian~ a grandi d~ lui-même, 
sans secours étranger, dans sa foi religieuse et sa 
nationalité. . . . Depuis la conquête ... il a fondé 
toute sa poli tique sur sa propre conservation: . .,. 
Il n'est pas resserré en lui-même,' il a rallié tous 
ses enfan~s autour de lui, et a toujours craint de 
perdre une usage •. une ;pensée, un préjugé de ses pères, /, 
ma 19ré les sarcasmes de ceUJç qui l'entourent. C,' est. ainsi' 
qU'il a gardé jusqu'à ce jour sa religipn, sa langue. ' •.. 
Que les Canadiens soient fidèles à eux-mêmes; qu'ilS soient 
sages et pcrsévprants. . .. Pour nous, une pattie , 
de notre force vient de nos traditions; ne nous en 
'é1bignons ou ne les changeons que graduellement. : .,.3 

Garneau's insistence that the French Cana~i!n preserve his' cultùre 

and his tradition had a direct influence on the literature that 

followed his work. Gar.leau, in his Oeuvres Cemp,lètes" d'efines the 

role of the French Canadian writer: "Renonçant aux beaux'rêves d'une 

gloire retentissante il doit sc reg~rder comme amplement récompensé 

de ses travaux s'il peut contribuer à la conservation, sur la jeune 

terre de l'Amérique,'. de la viei Ile na1:ionali té française. ,,4 The wri ters 

of the {ate nineteenth and the early twenti~th centuries were to dediçate 

themselves to this "conservation" in what came to be known as "le 

roman du te,troir" in French Canada. \ The theme of fai thfulness' to the 

land and to one's French origins is ever present in "le roman du terroir" 

and hence, novels such as Hémon's Maria Chapdelaine which dea1 primarily. 

"wi th" loyal ty to the land and to the cul ture as a meuns of ensuring 
1 

French Canadian survi va 1 arc refcrred to as "romans de la fidé lité." 

Loyalty to the land iand ~he idcology of the land as survival being 

50 closely related to one another, the terms "roman' du terroir" and 

"roman de la fidélité" arè used interchangeably when referring to the 

novel of the land in French Canada • 

• 
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One of the first authors ta dedicate himself to the 

theme of "conservation" in French Canada is Patrice Lacombe in his 

novel La Terr~ Paternelle pub li shed> in 1846. Although it ca,nnot 

, be asseited that Garneau's Histoire had a direct influence on Lacombe's 

novel, the coincidence of the two works appearing simultaneously, was 

indicative of a new trenù in French Canada. The author himself states 

~n the'conclusion to his book that he is turning from the 'romantic 
• • 0 

tradition of early French Canadian fiction: 

Q~elques-uns de nos lecteurs auraient peut-être désiré 
que nous eussions donné un dénouement tragique à notre 
histoire; ils auraient aimé à voir nos acteurs disparaî­
tre violemment d~ la scène, les uns après les autres, et 

rnotre récit se terminer dans le genre terrible, comme un 
grand nombre de romans du jour. Mais nous les prions de 
remarquer que nous écrivons dans un pays où les moeurs en 
général sont pures et simples, et que l'esquisse que nous 
avons essayé d'en faire ent été invraisemblable et même 
souverainement ridicule, si elle se fat terminée par des 
meurtres, des ~mpoisonnements et des suicides;5 . 

Numerous 'elements which would later characterize the novel of the 

land are used in La~ombe's work: "Les simples plaisirs de la vie 

rurale y sont contrastés avec la misère des villes; les personnages 

types du genre font leur entrée en scène: le père de famille, humble 

et l~borieux; le fils int~épide qui part à la recherche de la fortune, 

la mère fi'dèle qui attend son retour," le notaire avide du gain. ,,6 

Mgr. Roy char,act:erizcd. the frel'lch Canaùian novel of the time as based 

upon novels such às Lacombe' s La Terre Paternelle: ".'. . le roman 

canadien est un genre littéraire qui, chez-nous, s'est tenu près de la 

vie canadienne et • • • il a le plus souvent lié sa fonction artistique 

à la cause même de notre sU);vivance frança~se.,,7 Lacombe and his successoJ1's 

1 
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" were. to consider it their mission to' propagate the motta "la terre, 

c'est la patrie!~ 
1 

The plot oj Lacombe's novel is in itself simple. It is 

the story of the Chauvin family who live happily on the land that has 

tbeen in thcir family since 1670. However, the youngest son decides to, 

leave the farm in order to work in a fur-trade company. Anxious to keep" 

his older son with him, >fat~er Chauvin gives him his land. Then, 

misfortunes beset them. 'l1le eldest son does not respect his contract 

with hi5 father who decides to move to the city where he loses aIl his 

money in unsuccessful transactions. It is at this'point in the novel 

that Chauvin's youngest son,who had left ten years earlier, returns to 
" ' , 

buy the land back and in doing so, re-unites the fami1y and the land: 

~ The land in La Terre Paternelle 

the~nly source of,happiness: 

is presented as being J 

\ 

La paix, l'union, l'~bondance régnaient donc dans cette famille; 
aucun souci ne venait en altérer le bonheur. Contents de 
~cultiver en paix le champs que leurs ancêtres avaient 
arrose de leurs sueurs, ils coulaient des jours tranquilles 
et sereins. Heur~ux, oh! trop heureux les habitants des 
campagnes> s'ils connaissaient leur bonheur! (TP p.- 43) 

The land becomes symbolic of the ance~tral traditions; it is "la terre 

paterne'Ile," the father's land, which is transmitted from generation to 
1 

generation. It is the al1-generous land which, if carefully cultivated, 

"s'empressait de rcndre au ccntuple ce qu'on avait confié dans son 

sein" (TP p. 42). Lacombe makes it clear that if the French Canadian , 
, 

farmer leaves his farm he is doomed to experience aIl the mis fortunes 

t~~t can possib~y happen to a person. This is seen when Lacombe gives 

" '" 
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his readers a description of the Chauvin family in the city: 

~s lecteurs nous auront sans doute déjà devancés et 
leur coeur se sera serré de douleur en reconnaissant 
dans cette pauvre famille, la famille autrefois si 
heureuse de Chauvin! (TP p. 87) 

Lacombe's theme is made explicit at the end of the novel when the 

reader is given a description of the Chauvin family upon their retum 
Q 

to their land': 

Le père Chauvin. sa femme et Harguerite recouvrèrent 
~entôt, à l'air pur de la campagne, leur santé af~aiblie 
par tant d'années de souffr~nces et de misères. Cette 
famille réintégrée dans la terre paternelle, vit renaître 
dans son sein la joie, l'aisance et le bonheur. (TP p. 118) 

/ 

To leave no doubt that the city is evil and corrupt. Lacombe contrasts 

the chur ch in the city with the church in the country. At first 
Il 

Lacombe's comments mignt seem anti-clerical, but their purpose is to 

emphasize that'all aspects of life are corrupt in the city, even the 

church. This is seen wh~n Chauvin's eldest son dies and his father 

goes to the priest to arrange for the'funeral: 

-Quand sonnerez-vous le glas de mon fiJs? demanda le père., 
~Tout de suite si vous voulez: combien de clodlSà? 
Puis avec la volubilité d'un homme qui sait son tarif par 
coeur: 1 cloche. c'est dix piastres; 2 cloches, c'est vingt 
piastres, 3 cloches, c'est trente piastres. . . 
--Ah! mon chc~~monsieur, interrompit Cha4vin. je suis bien 
pauvre: je ne pourrai jamais payer des sommes comme cela. 

, --Quoi! pas seulement une cloche? Mais il faut au moins 
payer pour une cloche, si vous voulez avoi T un service; 
autrement vous n'en aurez pas, ct on portera ~otrc fils 
au cimetière tout droit. (TP p. 92) 

1 
The city is 50 evil, Lacombe implie5, that it even perverts religiQus 

values. The contrast between, city and country i5 evident: on one side 

material~sm, on the other Christian values. 
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To iea;î the land is not, only a personal tragedy such 

as thé Chauvin farni1y suffers, but'a1so a national threat to the 

sutvival of the race. Lacombe a1so inaugurates the tradition 

of "l'étranger" who is invariably English, and who is always ready· 

to take over the ancestral French Canadian land. When Charles 

cornes back he finds that a'''stranger'' now OWl1S his father's 

fam: 

, . 

"-What business brings you here?" 
L-Oh! monsieur, pardon, je ne parle pas beaucoup 
l'anglais; mais, dites-mol . non, je ne me 
trompe pas, c'est bien ici. . où est mon 
père, où est ma mère? 
"-What do you say? moi pas connaîtré ce que 
vous dire." 
--Comment, vous ne connaissez pas mon père! Chauvin, 
cette terre lui appartient, où est-il? 
"-No, no, moi non connaître votre père, moi 
havoir acheté -le fam de la sheriff." 
-..-Non, cé n'est pa~ possible, c'est mon père 
qui vous l'a vendue; où demeure-t-il? 
"-No, no, goddarn, vous pas d'affaire ici, moi 
havoir une bonne deed de la shedff." (TP p. 108) 

The theme of the stranger and of his ever-present threat to the 
1 

French Canadian is constant in the nove1 of the land; to leave 

the land is to lose it to an outsider . 
. 

One of the chipf followcrs of Lrlcombe is An\oine 

G6rin-Lajoic who is ropresentative of the minor novelists who 

imitated him. Although best known for his novels; G6rin-Lajoie 

--------_- ----was~aI~o an accomplishcd historian. In 1888, his IÎvaluablë fwork,,8 

Dix ans d'Histoire du Canada was published, and as an historian he cou~d not 

have ignored Garneau' s Histoire. It is ther~fore not surprising to firrd 
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that his fiction is more nationalistic th an that of his predecessor, 1 

Lacombe. His novels, Jean Rivard, le défracheur canadien, and Jean 

Rivard, économiste, published 'r~spectivelr in l862,and 1866, reflect an 

even stronger patriotic fee~ing and didacticism th an is found in Lacombe's 

La Terre "Paternelle. Gérin-Lq.L~ie' s novels more fuJ1y develop Lacombe.~ s 

theme. For Gérin-Lajoie j onLy the possession of the land can guar,antee 

the survival of the race, of it5 language, and of its religion. 

The action of Jean Rivard takes place in 1843 in the small 

village of Grandpré, north ~f the St. Lawrence River. Jean ~ivard, a 

young student and the protagonist of the novel, eldest son of a family 

of twelve children has to interrupt his studies after the death of his 

father. and must then choose a profession. The curé advises him to 
1 

become a farmer because of the instability of the other professions. As 

a result, Jean Rivprd becomes a pioneer tiller of the soil. After toiling 

ta clear the forest 1 .Ri vard hecomes a :prosperous cul t i vator, and 0:,JrH-__ ---' 

pioneers follow his example. HenCe, Jean Rivard 

Jof the, pioneer; the hero goes north to settle new in 50 doing 

.finds happiness and helps propagate the Fren in North America. 

The story of Jean Rivard could perhaps he classified as 

belonging ta the Boratio Alger tradition of the ~al'l. The 
~--~ , "'-

author h'as ~elected a protagonist "né dans une condition modeste qui a 

su s'élever aux premiers honneu~s de son pays.,,9 ln this respect, the 

plot of the novel strongly resembles Grove' s ,Fruits of the Eartr. .. 10 The 

difference ~~ween toe two novels lies in their approach. , While Grove's 

• 
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novel is realistio and condemns the folly ~f matetialism, Gérin-Lajoie's 
-e. 

is strongly idealistic and nat~onalistic. For Gérin-Lajoie the only 

possible way to happiness and self"fulfil1m,ent is to settle on new 
r 

land and to clear ten acres of forest a year C.:!.B. l, p.' <l2) . In other 

words, one had to settle and b~ld new communities on the virgin land to 

fulfill a national dut y and to be happy. Jean Rivard transforms the 

~ild forest into the cultivated land, and s~ccess always rewards the 

tiller. In short, the novel shows the fulfillment of the hero's most 

fabulous dreams; 

Il se crut transporté au milieu d'uhe immense forêt. Tout 
à coup, des hommes apparurent, armés de haches, et les 
arbres tonilièrent ça et là sous les coups de 1& cognée. 
Bientôt les arbres furent remplacés par 'les moissons 
luxuriantes. Puis des veTgers, des jardins, des fleurs 
surgirent comme par enchantement. Le soleil bri llait de 
tout son éclat. Il se crut au milieu du paradis terrestre. 
En même temps, il lui sembla entendre une voix lui dire: 
il ne dépend que de toi d~êtr~ un jour l'heureux et paisible 
possesseur de ce domaine." (J.B. 1, p. 23) 

The land in Jean Rivard is above al! the "new land", the wilderness 

that must be c1eared and __ t,hen till.ed se. -that-- n:~"wT'll become prosperous 

and support new communities. This definition of the land is closely 

related to the nationalistic thesis of the no~el. The clearing of the 

wilderness is for Gérin-Lajo~e a reflection of the ideology of French 

Canada which J.-C. Falardeau defines as: "La nation canadienne-française 

~oit durer. 'La permanence de la collectivité ainsi que la permanence d'une 

. ... l' ff·... -.. ,,11 
m~ss~on a accomp lr sont a lrmees avec lnslstance. One must st~~ 

on the land in order to preserve French trad~~~pns and improve the 

economy of French <.:anada. GérinL-Lajo:i:e'f 5 patriotic celebration of the 
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land is weil illustrated when he describes the two flags over 

Ri vardvi 11 e: 

Deux grands drapeaux flottaient aux fenêtres;, l'un 
était le drapeau britannique et l'autre, le-drapeau 
'national. Sur ce dern~er, étaient inscrits en grosses 
lettres, d'un côté: 'religion, patrie, liberté; de 
l'autre côté: éducation, agriculture, industrie. Ces 
seuls mots expliquaient toute la politique de Jean 
Rivard. (JR II, p. 246) 

If one does not uphold the motto on each side of the national flag, 

one does not.help the "cause nationale." T~at is why, to again quote 

Falardeau, "par cette épopée qui plane au-dessus des évènements con-
l 

temporains, ~'auteur veut faire partag~~là ses lecteurs la vision 

des vertus et des entreprises agricDles qui dans le passé ont été 

l'essence même de la grandeur canadienne-française et qui seules pourraient, 
~ 

répétées dans le présent, sauver la nation en leur redonnant une égale 

grandeur." 12 

The land in Jean Rivard is not only symbolic of national 

survival, but of national prosperity as weIl. For the author the 

la,nd is "ce qui stimulera le commerce et l'industrie et fera du 
. 

'Canada un pays véritablement prospère" (J~ II, p. 784). Furthermore, 

Gérin-Lajoie presents the land as sac,red and toe farmer as a sort 
.' 

of priest who guards its sanotity: 

C'est par un choix initial, d61ibéré que Jean Rivard 
enFre dans la vie agri~ole comme on entre ~n religion: 
la vocation d1agricultcur est l'alpha ct l'oméga de la 
grandeur m~ralc c,t de la prospérité mat6riclle .13 

The nationalistic thesisof Gérin-Lajoie follows clo,sely, though 

probably ina~ver~edly, the political ideology preached by Georges-

\ 

, 9 
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Etienne Cartier in l8S5.~4 In the novel, the land, in addition to 

giving the prota~onist a personal goal in life, âlsQ keeps h~m on 

the national" so~: thus fulfilling the national ideology: "Une voix 

intérieure lui dit aussi qU'il remplit un devoir sacré envers son 

pays, envers sa famille. envers lui-même." (JR l, p. 69). Jean Rivard 

is indeed an exaltation of the land. To emphasize the goodness of 

the land,' and its existence as the only source of happine~s and prospe-

rit y, Gérin-Lajoie uses. as Lacombe did, the contrast between country 

·life and ciiy ~ife. 
c 

The city in Jean Rivard is looked opon as being evil and 

destructive; according to the priest, curé Leblanc, "the urban man is 
/' 1 

separated from nature and from God: 

Dans les grandes villes', foyez-vous; les hommes sont 
séparés pour ainsi dire de l~ nature; l'habitude de vivre 
a(1'~mi1ieu de leurs propres ouvrages les éloignent de la 
pensée de Dieu. S'ils pouvaient comme nous admirer 
chàque jour les magnificences de la création, ils 
s'élèveraient malgré eux jusqu'à l'Auteur de toutes 
choses, et .la cupidité, la vanité, l'ambition . . . 
n'àuraient plus autant ,de prise sur leurs coeurs. o(JR l, 

• 
1 
p. 20) 

t This image of the êity i~ contrasted with that ~f the cou~t;y in an 

exchange of letters between Jean Rivard a~ his friend, Charmenil, the 
• - a G 

un'fortunate city-dweller. The energy and self-fulfillment of Jean 

Rivard on his land is far superior ,tQ the cJifficult and meaningless 
1 

li fe of Charmcnil. -In one of, thesc ~etters, Char,,!cnil 'Writes: "Si tu 

• 
savais, mort cher ami, combien de fois je répète le vers de Virgile: .. __ ----"'-~ _~c__"--.. 
'Heureux, l'homme des ch,amps, s'il, savait son-bofltreur!'" (JR 1, p.41). 

, ;; . 
ln another le!ter, he asks: ... 

,,' _1 

.. 

.. 

( 
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'". 
Que ,~ommes~nous, en'effet, nous hommes du monde à 
côté de vous, héros de la ci~ilisation, modèles de t~utes 
les vertus, qui ne vivez q~e pour faire le bien? Nous sommes 
des nains, et vous 'êtes des géants! (JA. II, p. 216) 

Through these lettets the reader discovers that the land has a 

spirituality which is" unkoown "to !'la grande majorité des habitants 

de nos ci tés, avec IEtur faste emprunté et\ leur vie de mensonge" (JR i, p. 60). 
-

It .ia in such"novels as Jean Rivard ~nd La Terre Patern~lle that the 

ideology of the land as preached by the clergy and the political elite 

i5' at its boot. The novel, Jean Rivard, moreover, is utopian in, concept . 
..... ,~ 

Gérin-Lajoie represents aIl the ideals of society by' th~ swall community 
.... , , 

of Rivardville. The mayor and the priest symb~ize "le pouvq1f spirituel 
.j 

'et le pouvoir temporel se soutenant l'un par l'autre et se donnant 

la main" (JR II, p. 166): The outsider (Le., the English),who is - , 

always looked upon wi~h distrust in ali the novels of the soil, i5 

openly accepted in Jean Rivard; Irish families have settfed in the 

litt le French community of Rivardville, but "l'accord le plus parfait 

n'a cessé de régner entre 'elles et lé reste dés habitan'ts" (JR II, p. 2SJ). 

As Falardeau points out, "1' Angiais étranger et dominateur est, absent,.'· in 
t lS 

this novel. The Ir(sh families, probably Roman Catholic, are assimilated . ~ 

by the French community. Everything that has to do with hope, ambition~ 
: .' , 

1 

or planning for the future, is ce"ntral ta the nove 1'. 
1 t" . , 

Whatever Jean Rivard 
< • 

does, sùccess ~~aits. him. As a xesult, Gérin-Lajoie might be credÎteru 

with having written,Québec's most idealistic novel;of the land. Unlike 
1 

l 

the novelists of the twentieth century who make their protagonists. 
• l , 

look back on/the past r~gretfully, the destiny of Jean Rivard is presented , 

under the mast optimistic aspects. This optimism, of course; serves 

Gérjn-Lajoie's purpo~e. In the preface\to' the novel the author!h~mself 

-, , 
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~ . 

states that his purpose in writing Jean Rivard was not to write 
~ 0 \ 

a novel: 

, . 

, 

\ 

Le buf de l'auteur:6tait de faire connaître la vie'et les 
travaux des défricheurs, et dte~oUrager notre jeunes~e 
canadienne à se porte~ vers l~, arrière agricole, au lieu 
d'enco~brer les profession~ d'a è~~; de notaire, de médecin 
et les 'comptoirs deS marchands, comme 'elle le 'fait 'de plus 
en' plus, au grand détriment de l 'ointérêt public" e,t .. 
national .... L'intention de .l'auteur.tou~fois n'a 

.jamais été de faire un roman .... 16 -' 
1 

Gérin-Lajoie' s sole P~.IrpOs~ in writing the nov~l, ~was to discoura,ge the, 
t , 

(youth from moving to the city "sans aTgent, sans' amis, sans protecteur 
--":-,, 

et sans expérience de la vl~, du monde" (JR l, p. 34), al)d 1;,0 enFourage r'=---

Î 

them to'follow the e~amp'le oflJean Riva~~ ,who ~d success ~. 
'., . "', 

r' 
by clearing tha land and who at thé,same tirne works for the good of 

The at hor' s message is best seen 

'the new deput y f Ri vardvill e, J ecin Ri yard': 
\ ~ 

in Charrnenil's speech 

- \ . 
\ \ Honneur aux défricheurs! Honneur ,~il1e fois honneur aux 

\ 
vailla~ts pionniers de la forêt! ls sont-la gloire et 

\v~ ri~hesse du pays. Qu'~ls conti uent ~ porter inscrits 

~
~r leur drapeau les mots sacrés: Religion, patrie, liberté 

et\le Can~da pourra se glo~ifier d'avoir dans son sejn 
l' . ne race forte et généreuse. . . '.' (JR II, p.' 247) 

\ 
" , 

This 8Pttmi~~C story of a pioneer'operiing new lands to peTp~ttlQte 

"la race forte 'et géné~euse," is the kind of fict:ion prescrib~g by 

Abbé Casgrain foI" French Canada: "elle [i:he fictio1.l7 sera le miroir 
• 0 ' 

fidèle de 

.. ses 

\ 

notr~ petit peuple dans 1e,( divers~s phases de son, ~xistence 

élans dlcnthous~asme, ~es ~raits. d'héroisme .... ,,17 

Gérard Tougas points 'out ~he influence of Gérin-Lajoie's 
, ~ 

-"-~-+-_ .... on subsequent novels of the land: 

~ 

n ne saurait nier l'infl encc que JeanfRivard a exercée 
'l'évolution du roman ca adien. C'est dire que si le 
ier manquait à Gérin-Laj i~J il eut comme ~'intuition 
quelque~ aSRects ~ermane ts de l~ psychologie canadienne-

, . 

" 

J' 
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française. Ld facile oppositio~ ~u'il 6tablie entre 
la vie des champs et celle des villes repqse sur un 
sentiment prof.ond. enraciné ch'ez le· canadien-français: 
entre la nature et lui existe-un pacte, commandé par ses 
origines spirituelles.~8. , d 

1 • , 

~le realism of later hovels such as Maria Chapdelalne that permit a 
\ ~ 

cruel and hostiI"e nature to kill François Para~is is completely absent 

from novels such as La Terre Paternelle and Jean Rivard, yet, Louis 

Hémon '-s me'ssage is the same as that of his predecessors, which i5 best 

summed up by Jean-Charles Falardeau: "La nation canadienne-fra~çaise 

• doit durer. La permanence ~e la collectivité ains.i- que la permanence 

d' ..... l' ff'" .,:i ,,19 une mlSSlon a accomp Ir sont a lrmees avec Inslstence. . 

Louis Hémon, without departing from the tradition of 

his predeèe5sors, introducâl a significant innovation in the\tradition 

of the novel of the land. Although Maria Chapdel~ine is an idealization 

of thë land, never beforc had it been p~esented in such à realistic and 

objective manner. The land is described not only as being the "all good," 
o 

but alsp as havin'g a dark side; it can ~ki1l. The mere fact that Hémon 

1 \ 

did ~iv.e an objective and realistic pic~ure of~the land no doubt accoupts 

for the viulent criticisrn from French Can~dian nationalists upon publica-

h tion 
_i 20 

of, the nove 1. Literature in Fre~ Canada was ta serve \an 

ideology~nd therefore, anything th~t contravened this ideology was 

not recommenùeù' by lite~nry critics, Gilles Marcotte points-out that: 

J ' 1 '. 
~ C Seul un nouveau venu, formé à 1~ext6ricur' de notre couvent 

, national, pouvait se permettre de jouer oussi librement 
'avec les mythes courant de l'époque, exprimer à parts 
égâles la simple grandeur humaine et l'atroce dénuement 
du colon. 21 , " 

At that time :onl~utside,x:, a foreigne; J could have presented such 
, 1 

, -
1 .. , . 

A , \ 

',i \ 
" \ , \ 

\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 



!- , i () ( 

~. \ 

\,. 

~ 
\\ 

>T 
\J 

'. . 

50 

an objective picture of the French Canadian "habitant" by breaking 

away from.the tradition of idea1izing the land as en~ouraged by the 

French Canadian clergy and élite. Although Hémon' s Maria Chapde1aine 

is written in a realistic style, it nevertheless must be viewed as a 
\ 

part of the tradition of the "roman ae la fidélité"; in other words, 
~ 

the_land and Marials 10y'alty to it, remain a symbol of the French 

Canadian will to survive. • 
Louis Hémon, 'a French émigré ta Canada in 1911, completed 

• 

his novel Maria Chapdelaine: Récit du Canada français in 1913 in Montréal. 

His knowledge of Prench Canadian pioneer life arose from his experience 

as a hired-man on a farm in Perib0!lka, Québec. This was his first +-

and only novel about French Canâda, and it soon became a classic in 

Canadian literature. Haria Chapde1aine is the story of the Chapdelaine 
;' -

family 1ivi?g in the Lake St. John area of-~uêbec. Maria, the heroineJ 

is the daughter ·of a pioneer who pNf~rs the challenge of breaking 

new ground to th~ relative corn fort of settling on ~ farm in which the 

land had already been cultivated. After the death of her fiancé, François 
; 

Paradis, Marta~s visited by two suitors. Faced with a decision between 
\ ' 

her two lovers, one a French Canadian li,Ving in the United States and 

the other her" nearest neighbour, she mhes th~ chg..icc expectc~ of a 

~i9ncer'S~daughter an~ marri9S her neighbour i~<~rcler to star among 

her people. 
r 

.. ,) 
The sfrcngth of (têmon in this novel is the subtle way in 

which he pres~,nts' t~ image of the land through MaTia. It is through 

Marials reaction to ~, which is refl~cte9 in the landscape, that the 

" 
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'* 
reader comes to see a reaJistic image of the land, and it is~in her 

final deéision to rem;in on the land that the concept French Canadians 

have of their land emerges. The Chapdelaine family becomes a symbol 

of the French Canadian people --or at,least of one of its m~st repre­

sentative aspects: the family, of settlers, struggling against the w~tde~-
\ 

ness in order to clear more land. Two distinct pioneer types, two 

opposite ideals are united in the Chapdelainf couple: 

. 

C'était l'éternel malentendu des deux races: les pionniers 
et les sédentaires;- les paysans venus de France qui 
avaient continué sur le sol nouveau leur idéal d'ordre 
et de paix immobi le, et ces autres paysans, en qui le 
vaste pays sauvage avàit réveillé ûn atavisme lointain 
de vagabondage et d'aventure. 22 • 

The first ideal, the race 0 f 'the tiller, is usually represented by 

female character in the novels of the land. In Maria ChaEdelaine, 

mothei, Laura Chapdelaine, who always thinks with regret of the old 
, .. 

the 

the 

parishes where the land had already been cleared and cultivated as 

her "para~s perdu" (MC p.37), repr~sents this ideal. ln addition to 
'" 

the mother~ there is alsp Ma~a who reflects upen her'happiness and 

" contentment while visi ting her' aunt and uncle in a settled community. , 

An opposite 'ideal to this distin~~~~ce of 

the pioneer, is represented by bot~~pdelaine and François 
----

Paradis. For Françoi~ t~e thought of cultivating the'same 
" 

picce of land year after year until the end of his li fe would Ibe " , 
unbearablc: "gratter toujours le même morceau de terre, cl 1 anné~ en 

année, et rester là, je n'aurfs jamaiSlllpu'fairc ça tout mon 'règne',t_ il 

m'aurait semblé être attaché ~omme Jn animal à un pieu" (MC p. 46). This 

opposing ideal of the F-rènch C:anadian as ~oneer-adventurer is a150 
'\ l 1 - ... 

taken up in the late~ novels of the land. For exarnple, Menaud, in 

, 
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<. 
Savard's Menaud Maître Draveur, with his love for the forest and for 

the mountain, and the transient in Guèvremont's novel Le Survenant, . 
1 

demonstrate the same characteristics as the father in ~laria Chapdelaine, 
. 

as wel,l as sharing the same love for adventure and freedom. The l~nd 

is to Samuel Chapdelaine what 1t was to Jean Rivard; 1t is the "new land," 

"' the land where he ~st first -clear the forest and then ti11 the earth. 

His ideal, unlikl that of'his wife, is not to settie on a farm and till 

the same acreage yeat after year. The land to him is something to 

conquer; the struggle is an obstinate and never-ending one against 

the wilderness: 

Faire de la terre! C'est la forte expression du pays, qui 
expri~ tout ce qui gît de t\avai1'terribie entre la pauvreté 
du bdis sauvage et la fertilité finale des champs labourés 
et semés. Samuel Chapdelaine en parlait avec une f~~e 

" d'enthousiasme et d'entêtement dans les yeux. 
C'était sa passion à lui: une passion d'homme fait 

le défrichement plutôt que pour la culture. Cinq ,fois 
déjà depuis sa jeunesse il avait pris une concession, 
b~ti unémaison, une étable et une grange, taillé 
en plein 'bois un bien prospère; ,et cinq fois il avait 

pour 

vendu ce bien pour s'en aller recommencer plus loin vers le 
nord, déco~ragé tout à coup, perdant tout intérêt et toute 
ardeur une fois le premier labeur rude fini, dès que les 
voisins arrivaient nombreux et qye le pays commençàit à 
se peupler et à s'ouvrir. (MC p:J 38) . 

f 

\ 

Samuel' S" primary goal is to conquer the forest, to c1ear th~ land and 

to civilize., 11émon celebrates, as Gérin-haj~oie did, the French Canadian 
, l ' 

settlcr and the na~ionalistic ideoiogy. But unlikc Gérin-Lajoie, Hémon , 
does this realisÙcally. This fight against the forest is "Une 

'ouverture sur l'avenir et possède une valeur mystique pour le Canada 

Lëll~ met en lumière avec plus de force la lutte entre l'homme et 

23 
la nature." 

, f 
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Although there is a distinction'between th~ two ideals 
\ - 1 

of 'the pif):leer and the ,"11er, both are united in t~~ Chapdelaine couple 

in their love for the land. Samuel Chapdelaine's goal, the settler's 

goal, is to clear land. But even if his wife has different ideals, 
Cl 

she is one with her husband whcn lt cornes to clearing land: 

'S;il y a quelque ~hose, dit la mare Chapdelainc, qui 
pourrait me consoler de rester si loin dans le bois, c'est 
de voir mes hommes faire un beau morceau de terre .. \ .. 
Un beau morceau de terre qui a été plein de bois et de 
chicots et de racines et qu'on revoit une quin~aine après 
nu comme la main, prêt pour la charrue, je suis s9r_e_J:lu'-i-l---A 

ne peut rien y av~ au monde de plus beau et de plus , 
aimable que ça. . .. " (MC p. 60) 1 

Ftertch Canada with its wilderness, its Tugged terrain, 

,its harsh winters, its brie1'summers and its changeability was the 
, i . -

ideal setting for a novel about the land.' In h~s descriptive passages 

interwoven with 'the narrative Hémon personifi~s the land as an integr~l 

chara~ter in the novel: "La terre canadienne se débarassa des derniers 

vestiges de l'hiver. avec ~ne sorte de rudess hâtive, çomme par crainte 

d~ Pautre hiver qui venait déjà" (MC p.53). The Canadian winter, the . - ( 

nightmare of the French Canadian habitant, plays a dominant role 

throughout the novel; it is al ways by means of winter'that Hémon 

describes the other seasons an~ their.shortness. Spring, sununer, and 

autumn, are not "Ch more than preludes to this drcadful season: 

L'~ut/mne .• ~ Csi!;:7 Il semblait que-Ie'printemps ne 'fat que 
d'hier .... ct déjà, l'automne était là, annonçant le 

"retour de l'inexorable hi ver, le froid, bicntôt 1>'. neige. • 
Partout l'automne est mélancolique, chargé du regr~t-de 
ce q~i s'cn va'et la rnenaëe de ce qui ~'en vient; mais sur 
le sol canadien, il est plu~mélancolique et plus émouvant 

li qu'ailleurs, et pareil à la mort d'un être humain que les 
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dieux rappellent trop tôt, 
,de vie. (MC pp. 104-105) 

This bleak ~criPtion of autumn and 

54 

sans lui donner sâ juste part 

the coming of winter cannon be 

found in the earlier novels of the land. 'For example. in Jean Rivard, 
- , 

the author deliberately avoids the harshness of the Canadian winters 
. 

by describing wha~ the characters do inside their home. He purposely 
j 

avoids showing the reader his characters labouring and sweating in the 
, , 

fields. His world is clearly utopian with nothing ta thwdrt his pro-

'l 
tagonist 1 5 happiness. Hémon', however, does no~ restrict himself ta . . \ 

" describing only the hardships of winter. Although winter isolates the 
, ~ 

Cnapdelaine family from the rest of the world, i t nevertheless brings '-. " 

thern together in a warm house s~round~ by the snow and the forest. 

Here the reader feels a sense of togetherness in the family. Hémon 

describes the dead scenery which winter brings, but at the same time 

he grants th.~ _~eas0r:t credit for the harmony which prevails in the house: 

" o~ mai\m devint leùcentre du monde, et en vérité la seule //~/ 
arcelle du monde 0 l'on pOt vivre, et plus que jamais ( 

1
0

, grand poêle de fonte fut le centre de la maiSon. A 
chaque instant, quelque membre de la famille allait sous 
l'escalier chercher deux ou trois bOches, de cyprès lè 
matin, d'épinette dans la journée, de bouleau le soir, 
et les poussait sur les braises encore ardentes. (MC p. 111) 

The master of this house, Samuel Chapdelainc, becomes the typical father-

image o~ the French Canadian habi tant of the carly twenticth ccntury. 

ln this house, eut off from.the rest of the world, the father is dcs-

cribed as a patriarch surrounded by his family. The Chapdelaine familY 

reflects the typical French Canadian famil>:, the hard~hip of their liyes, 

their family unit y, anù their pious resignation. 
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Although Hémon's concern is to giye an objective 
, 

picture of the Canadian land, he frequently uses images and s~bols to 
fi' 

foreshadow t~el action of the novet. The "dark background of the 
1 

forest" pervades his description of nature and soon becomes a symbol 

of the dangers the ~orest hides. lhe contrasting "white expanse of \ 

'\ snow" represents the immobility ~_ the earth and its co1d indifference. 

\Sometimes these two'symbols are unified so as to give the reader a 

striking picture of the deadness of the winter seenery. and the dangers 

which are a1ways present. When Maria is ~eciting her Aves on Christmas 

-
Eve the scenery foreshadows her tragedy: 

ws pieux des clôtures faisaient des barres noires sur le 
sol blanc baigné de pâle lumière; les troncs des bouleaux 
qui se"détachaient sur la lisière du b~is sombre semblaient 

'"les squelettes de créatures vivantes que le froie} de la 
terre aurait pénétrées et frappées de mort; mais la nuit 
gl,acéé était plus, solennelle que terriMe. (MC p. 121,i) 

The "skeletons of living creatures" .anticipates the death of François 

paradis who will later become lost in the forest and be frozen to 

death. .,., 
Hémon in his descriptive passages of the land paints 

an objective pictur~ of it J sometimes terrifying, and yet, having 

its own beauty; sometimes cruel, sometimes beneficeilt. Although he 
) '" 

presents a rcalist,ic description of the lalJd, , true to the "roman de 

la fidélité," j.t soon becomes évident that he is primarily conccrned 

wi th Maria and the nature of her loyal ty to the land. She quickly 

becornes a symbol of the wi Il of the French Canadian people to survive 

in an English continent. Hence, the land in the novel can be observed 

.( 



\, 

,> l 

o 
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on two levels: first, realistically by the author's description of 
1 

the Lac Saint;Jean countryside, and second, symbolically through 

Maria's ~ragedy. The theme of the land is closely interwoven with Maria's 

tra~edy, the seasons being a reflection of her psychological and 

emotional ~tate. During the first winter of the novel. as, she awaits 
1 

the return li of F!ançois, she observes the frozen scenery and finds 

nothing to' attract her: " . la vie du bois était quelque chose de 

1 
si lent qu'il eOt fallu plus qu'une patience humaine pour attendre et 

/ 

noter un changement" (~IC p. 24). With the coming of spring Marià is 
• 

visi ted by François, and she is convinced that "depuis le commencement 

du monde il n'y avait jamais eu de printemps comme ce printemps-là" 
1 

(MC p. 41). $pring is followed by a rich and fertile summer which 
, 

precisely reflects the màturing of Maria's and François' love. The 
. 

acknowledgement of ,their love and the exchange of their vows takes 
1 

place on a day of blue sky: 

une de ces journées où le ciel éclatant jette un peu de 
SI couleur claire sur la terre. Le jeune foin, le blé 
en herbe étaient d'bn vert infiniment tendre, émouvant, 
et même le bois sombre semblait se teinter un peu d'azur. (MC p. 86) 

. 
The land at this time reflects Maria's state of mind; it' is full of 

r.;i 

life. of ,hope, and of beauty. symbo,lizing Maria' s j oy and happiness. 

She has just rcccived from the one she loves the promise that he will 

retufn in the following sprinyand shc ,has pramiscd ta w~ü t for his 

rcturn. Even the dark forest sccms to take on a blue colour. The 

land as secn here through Maria's eyes, will take on a q~ite dilfcrent 

• 
aspe~t for her after the tragic death of her suitor, François Paradis. 

This dark forest is saon to reveal itself as the agent of his death. 

'. 

• 
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1.'he first part of the novel strongly supports the earlier 

themes of the novel of the land. Through ~Iaria 1 S eyes the land is .'-'. 

idealized as both good and fertile. Up to thé second winter Maria had 

not consciously been aware of the land; she had merely been 12Pking at 

it from one perspective. After. François_', ~e.atl!,in-the--forest she 
1 • 

becomes aware for the first ,time of th~ cruelty and coldness of the 

land shê inhabits: 

Vu du seuil. le monde figé dans son sommeil blanc semblait 
plein d'une rare sérénité; mais dès que Maria fut hors He 
l'abri des murs, le froid descendit sur elle comme un 
couperet. et la lisière lointaine du bois se rapprocha 
soudain sombre façade derrière laquelle cent secrets 
tragiques, enfouis. appelaient et se lamentaient comme 
des voix. (MÇ p. 143) 

This description of Maria face to face with nature illustrates the 

simul taneous evolution of Maria' s destin'~ with that of the' land-:- ' 
~'-?" 

While she had previously described the land as a symbol of joy and 

happiness, she now perceives it a symbol of death and solitude: 

De la tristesse pesait sur le sol livide; les sapins et 
les cyprès n'avaient pas l'air d'arbres vivants, et les 
bouleaux dénudés semblaient douter du printemps. Maria 
sortit du traîneau en frissonnant et n'accorda qu'une 

~ttention distraite aux jappements de Chien. . . . Le 
\ monde lui p.araissait curieusement vide .... (MC p. 156) 

She now observes the . land "éprouvant un sentiment nouveau fait d'un 

peu de crainte et d'un peu de haine pour la campagn~ d6serte, le bois 
'j, 

sombre. le froid, la neige, ta,utcs ces choses parmls lesquelles elle 

avait toujours vécu et qui l'avaient blessée" (MC p. 157). 

With the cxposure of the two aspects of the land in 

t.1aria' s eyes J that is, the good and fertile land reflecting he'r lovè 

.. . ~ 

for François, and the harsh and hostile land responsible for his cruel 
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death, the classic· opposition of rural and urban life, tradi tional 

to novels of the land, is introducèd into the novel. The détermination 

of the French Canadian to survive is eH ci ted not only by the two 
, ~ 

images of the land in ~Iaria' s eyes, but also throt:.lgh her choice of husband. 

lIowever, what is new in lIémon's portrayal is that the city is objecti-

vely cOlhpared to the country. Unlike his predecessors, h~ does not 
, 

show the city as evil; he is ,aware that it may have many advantages over 

the country. This failure to adhere to conventions may be due to the 

o fact that Hémon was not Canadian and therefor~was not aiming, as~all 
J 

French Canadian writers at that time were, to creat~ a "n,tional 
. 

li terature," a litwature that would apply itself "à chanter le pays, 

son passé héroique, sa grande nature, ses moeurs paisibles.,,24 

Following François' death, Maria finds herself with two 

suitors: Lorenzo Surprenant and Eutrope Gagnon. Using these two 
1 

characters, Hémon cQntrasts the hardships of living, on the land wi th the 

comforts of city life. Lorenzo who sold his farm and moved ta the· 

United States, tries to persuade Mari,a to marry him, a!1d points Qut 

to her the' numerous disadvantages of living on the land: 

l'été qui commence trop tard et qui finit trop tôt, 
l'hiver qui mange sept mois de l'?nnée sans profit, la 
sêcne~esse et la pluie qui viennent toujours, mal à point. 

Dans les villes on se moque de ces choses-là; mais 
ici vous n'avez pus de J6fense contre elles ct elles ,ous 
font mal; sans compter le grand froid 1 les mauvais 1 AI 

chemins .... C'est de la misère. de la misère, de :,. 
la misèrè du commencement à la fin. (MC pp. 167-168) 

, Lorenzo can offer Maria a lHe wi th sorne future, a life that she could 

ëi1joy: '" vous verrez qu'il n'y a pas un garçon dans· le ~ays avec 

o 
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qui vous pourriez faire un règne comme vous ferez a~ec moi, parce que 

si vOU,s me mariez, nous vivron\S comme du monde, au lieu de vous tuer 
vi' et • 

'1 
• à soigner d~s animaux et à gratter la terre dans des places désolées 

1 

" (MC p. 179). 

Eutrope Gagnon, however, also'wants to marry Maria, but 

his proposition is far less appealing: 

," Je. ne 'suis pas riche, bien sOr; mais j'ai deux lots à 
moi, tout payés, et vous savez que c' eS,t de la bonne 
terre. Je vais travailler dessus tout le printemps, 
dessoucher le grand morceau en bas du cran, faire de 
bonnes clôtures, et quand mai vi~ndra j'en aurai grand 
"prêt à être semé. Je sèmerai cent trente minots, Ma~ia 
cent trente minots de blé, d'orge et d'avoine, sans compter 
un arpent de "gaudriole" pour les animaux. . .. Et· pendant 
l'été, avant les foins, et puis'entre les foins et la moisson, 
ça serait le bon temps pour élever une bell~ pètite 
maison chaude et solide, toute en épinette rouge. J'ai 
le bois tout prêt. . -, . (MC p. 182) , 

AlI that Maria can expect by marrying Eutrope is a life of toil and 
, . 

hard work on the farm, a life like her mother's. WitQ Eutrope her 

life would be clear, a continuity of her present life: 
• 

. . . devenir sa femme et continuer la vie d'à présent, 
dans une autre maison de bois, sUr une autre terre demi­
déchifrée. . • . - faire ~ ménage et l'ordinaire. tirer 
les vaches, nettoyer l'étable quand l'homme serait absent, 
travailler dans les champs peut-être, parce qu'ils ne 'seraient 
que deux et qu'elle était forte. 'Passer les yeillées 
au rouet ou à radoubler de vieux vêtements .... (MC p. 183) 

_.......... -
:--- ,- -- :;;... .. 

Eûtro~e typifies the typical French Canadian habitant whose only ambition 

is to settle new lands, build him~elf a house and have chfldren. Lorenzo,. 

however, can of.fer Maria a, ~~Jc comfort1able life iq th.e citr Maria' s 

dilemma
Q 

between her two suitors takes t!le fl,lrm of the choice 'she héJS 

to 'make between staying Ion the land with Eutrope, or leaving for", 

the city with.~re~;o. 

.. 
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The opposition of land and city develops very natural1y 

in the novel. Maria is more attracted by the city and Lorenzo than 

she is by the land and Eutrope. Of course, her reaction is in opposi­

tion to the ideology of tradi tional novels of the land 1n which the land 

is always portrayed as the only source of happiness and a determining 

factoT for French Cànadian surylval. But in this case Maria's hesitations , 
, 

are ~ natural response to the land which has killed the only one she 
1 

loved. She now sees the forest as an enemy, and the clearing of the 
~ 

land as a continuai and meaningless fight agai,nst ~a~ure ~ 
" 

Le bois. Toujours le bois" impénétrable. hosti le, 
>'plein de secrets sinistres. fermé autour d'eux comme 
une poigne cruelle qU'il faudrait desserrer peu à peu, 
peu à peu, année par année, gagnant quelques arpents 
chaque fois au printempS) et à l'automne, année par année, 
à travers ,toute une longue vie terne et dure. '. Non. elle 
ne voulait pas ~ivre comme cela. (MC pp. 183-184) 

In Maria's psychological state~ her logicai choice would be Lorenzo 
> - 1 

and emigration to the Unit,ed States." The land }uls become'\a hostile '-< 
" 

~ 

and cruel element to her, and Eutrope has nQthing to offer her except 
" 1 J" 

a harsh and difficult lHe on the farm. The unexpectéü death of her 

mother, however, followed by her father's narrative of his life with 

" h-er, causes Maria to reconsider her decision. Laura Chapde laine had 

been a devoted wife and mother, she had worked hard, faithfully 

following hcr husbanù lùercv~r he decidcd to go ~ and she had bc~n h"appy. 

No~ de'f:, she bccomcs a symbol of the courag~ous pionccl1 wife! "lJès le 

seurl de la mort, sa mère semblait prendre un aspect auguste et singulier, 

et voièi que les qualités familières', ,humbles, qui, l'avaient fait aimer 

de. son v:iVlint, disparaissaient °derrière di autres vertus presque héro!ques" 

,(~"p. 231). Maria feels that she too could live a life Ifke her mother. 
, ,. 

\ 

i' 
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had lli ved: "Vi v-re ainsi 1 dans ce payse, comme sa mère avai t v~cu, et , 
• 1 

puis mourir et laisser derrière soi un homme chagriné et le souvenir 
~ 

des vertus essentielles de! sa 'race, elle sentait qu'elle serait capable 
.' 

de cela" (MC p. 233). Altlrough Maria is touched to hear about her 

mot~r' s ~eroic life, she neverthel,ess still wonders why she should 

stay and toi! on the land when she, unlike her mother,has the alternative 
, 

of an e'asy and comfortable 1 ife in the United States if she marrieS Lorenzo 
o 

Surprenant. 1 t is at this point that Maria hears the three voi ces -
ur~ing and persuadi~g her to stay on the land. 'Thes-e voices are neither 

\ , 
supèrnatural nor miraculous: "chacun de nous en entend de semblables 

lorsqu'il 's' isole et se receuille assez pour laisser loin derrière 
, . 

lui le tumulte mesquin'de la vie)ournalière" (MC 1'.234). 

lhe first voice invokes the charms of the land she wishes 

to escape, remindîng her thait even if winter seems. cruel, i t, also brings 

"1 ' intimité de. 1 a maison close et au-dehors, avec la monotonie et le 
. 

silence de la neige amoncelée, la paix, une grande paix. .", (MCp. 236). 

Maria' then ~ntrasts the ,life in the city to the liie on the land: 
J 

Dans les v,illes il y aurait des merveilles dont Lorenzo 
Surprenant avait parlé, et ces autres merveilles qu'elle 

'" imaginait elle-même confusément: les larges rues illuminées, 
les magasins magnifiques", la vie facile, presque sans labeur, ( 
empl ie de petits plaisirs. Mals peut-être se lassait-on 
de ce vertige il la longue, ct les soirs où l'on ne 
d6sirait rion que le repos et tranquilit6, où retrouver la 
quiétudc_des champs ct des bois/( la car-cssc de la première' 
brisè' fJI'aîche, venant dOu nord-ouest après le coucher du 
soleil, et la paix infinie de la campagne s'endormant 
tout entière dans le silence? (MC pp,,: 236-237) 

l' 
" 

Wliile Maria does not remain indifferent to \=-he first voiee which e.vokes 
r 

• 

" 1 \ 

." 
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• 1 

~he beauty of the '~~nd, she rèmains nevertheless attracted by the 

,~ity~tO the la~d,in French Canada is not something valued for its 

mere bèauty. While sha is ill hésitant, she hears ,the sec~nd voice, 

whi'ch assoèiates th myth of the race wi th the land; '" Là-has clétai t 
/ 

l'étranger: d gens d'une autre race parlant d'autre chose dans une 

angue,', chantan:t d'autres chansons .. \' Ici. .. 1' ~ p. 237). 
f 0 

'The land he;re be~es symbolic of the French heritage; to 'leave it is 

to betray aIl the values attached to it. 
. , . 

o:t dut y , the 

Added to this,' a third voice is heard; it is the voice 

voice of th~ French canad'itrla:e: "Alors, hne troi;ièm,e 

.. 

': 
y~ix plus grande que' les autres s'éleva dans le silence: la voix 'du 1 

Pay-s de Québet, ~ui ,était à moitié un chant de femme et à moitié un \ 
:<1 • \' 0 •• 

'.. ""'> " .. 
sermon 'd~ prêtre" (MC p. 239). 'jhis third voice, half w,oman., half~--

PFiesr, symoolizes the submissi:e, and~att3t~enCh 
. Canadian people. It is the voice"'U-(ging fidelity and loyaltty to the r 

- . 
race and}tocthe nation: 

! 

( " 

"Nous sommes venus il' y a tro~? cent a~~, et nous sommes 
restés. . . . Nous àvions apporté d'odt~&-mer nos prières 
et nos chansons: elles sont toujours ,les mêmes. Nous / 
avions apporté dans, nos poitrines le coeur des hommes de 
notre pays, v.aillant et vif, àussi prompt à la pitié ,qu'au 
',rire, le coeur le plus humai",de tous ~es cocurs humains: 
il n'a pas changé." .(MC p. 24C\) . " . 

~- ~ 

lhis voice cornes from \Maria 'cs Frbnch ante~,tors 1 and' convinccs her to 

be a "test;m~~y ," 'to 1màln among her 'people:, "C'est P?ur~l faut 
.~/ " 

rester dans la~prori~è- o~ nos pèr~s sont restés, et vivre co~e ils 
. . 

ont vécu, pour obéir ,a commandement inexprimé qui s'est formé' dans . ~ 

leurs coeurs, qui da~ le~ nôtres et q~e nous tievr.ons trans-

'\ 

- 1 • 

l ' , 

'f 

,j 
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mettr~ à notre tour à' de nombre~x enfants: Au P:YS de Québec ri~n\ 
l ' 'l 

Ine doit mourir et rien ne doit changer" (MC p. 2,~1). 

This third voice is the most significant one; the land is l ' 

symb~c of the survival of FrencA Canada, of the French language, and. 

of t~e ~atholic-réligion. 
. ' 

~aria submits herself to this voice as sae 

had previously submit!ed~hcr~elf to God whQll François had dicd. She . ~ 

"'" becomes aware of her dut y to stay on the land in order to perpetuate 

the Frenah Canadian Fac~in Québec and'in North Ameri'ca . . 
To ·conclude, the ultimate me~ning of the land in Hémon's 

~ novel ,is survival'lll survivance." .. The oft~(French Canada is 

"Je me SOUVi~~ and Mar!~ ~ymbolizes ~h t· motto; she ,l'emembers, her 

race ~d do~s j." ~orget that generations ha suffered for Ithree 
é, " f, / 
lllindred years perpetuate sai t pas mourir.'" 1 t 

m~st however be note~that althoùgh Maria subm~s herself and sacrifices 

her life for the survlval of the 'race, her submission is not total: 
l , 1 

A travers les heures de la nuit Maria resta immobile, les 
mains croisées dans son giron, patiente et sans amertum~, 

.mais songeant av~c un peu de regret pathétique aux merv~il­
'les loin~aines qu'elle ne connaîtrait jamais et aussi, aux 
souvenirs tristes du pays où il lui était commandé de vivre~ 
à la flamme chaude qui n'avait caressé son coeur ,que'pour 
s'éloigner sans retour, èt aux grands bois emplis de neige 
d'OÙ les garçons téméraires n~· reviennent pas. (MC pp. 242-243) 

Maria marries Eutrope Gagnon, although she ~oes not love him; François 
Cl 1 

Paradis, her "Iost paradisc," with whom she could have becn happy, iS 

dead. She remains on the land, not b~cause she likes it, but because 
.. . 

r~ ~s a sympol, a symbol of h~r French roots, of her lan&uage, and of 
/1 

.her r~ligidn. " In this last pa.ssage, Maria is stlen ~às a stoic charac~r, 

~ 'with neither-hope nor love. This nding certainly does not corre~pond 
~ • ~. .. \.' J .. 

to'~è ideologies of,nineteenth ~t y French Canada ,exprersed in 
./' 
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novels such as Gérin-Lajoiè's Jean Rivard w~ere th~ future belongs ta 

French Canadians. The value that Hémon gives·to the land is nevertheless 
~ \. . 

applicable to the social structures and~deologies of French Canada , . 

• • 1 J . 

. ' 

at the time of its ~u lication. The fact that Maria was so strongly 

• tempted, to leave, t~e 1 d foreshadows the disintegr::ttion of French Canadian 

, rural ,à,c,iety which will be analyzcd in R«nguet 1 s Trente Arpents. On1y 

,Maria! s sense pf dut Y is responsible for her remaining on the land. The 

French Canadian.youth thirty years later will ~ot be wi11ing and will 

e 

<.> 
not want to sacrifico themselves for th~ sake of their race, their 

religion, or their country. 

I~ striking 'contras1t to Hemon 1 S Maria Chapdelaine J which is 

the cu1minatiOfl of aIl French Canadian values attached to the land;; is 
D. , 

Albert, Laberge 1 s La Scouine which attacked Hémon" s thesis in damning 

terms. La Scouine J published in 1917, only three years after Maria 
f' 

\ Chapdelaine, has been caIled by sorne critics the first "reali,stic" / 

n vel in French Canada. One must however use the .term tealistic in 

a road sense when app~ying it to La Scouine. Laberge himself said that 

rote "pour dire ce que je ressens . ~ . et aussi pour reprQduire 
, (. { 

- ~5 
mages de la vie." Laberge described a French Canadian farming 

• 
commu ity. as he subjectively saw it rather th an ~s it really was. ~ 

L S \ ~ . b 1 . . ~ ,,\ 1.1 • Il a cou~nc, upon Its pu lcatlon, was ~nsCIOUs y anu systematlca y 
\ 

ignored b\~it.rary critics b,cause it did not confom, to the tradit~onal f 
novel of t1re Jand, and~specially because of -lhe violent protests of 

the hi~IY iHfluent~~1 ecclesiast!c a~rities in French Canada. Mgr. 
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Bruchési, .after the publication of one chapter of La Scouine in 

il 

La Semaine, a weekly newspaper, co~mented on it i6 f~e following 
i 

'strain: 

C'est de l'ignoble pornographie, et nous nous demandons 
ce'que l'on se propose en mettant des élucubrations de 
ce genre sous leS\yeux des lecteurs, C'en est trop, il 
faut couper le mal dans sa racine. 26 

Gilles ~farcotte evaluates- La Seou'ine in the context of the French 
\ 

Canadian tradition of the novel of the land: 

La noirceur de l'oeuvre de-Labe~ge,- sa-hargne, étaient peut­
être appelées dialectiquement par l'enfer de bons sentiments 

'dans lequel était plongé le roman canadien-français dans 
la première moitié du vingtième siècle. Au bleu ciel d'une 
idéalisation terrienne sans rapport avec la réalité, 
devait répondre le noir absolu. Albert Laberge nous' 
a donné l'envers dV mythe'de la terre. 27 

, La Scouine refutes everything that. the iand stood for in the previous 
. 

fiction; it is the antithesis of Lacombe's La Terre Paternélle. This 

antagonism, in itself, is the cause of the unpopularity of Laberge: "il 
r 

semble certain que ~a~erge a vou4u réagir trop rigidement contre le 
à 

roman à l'e~u de rose qu'avaient p,ratiqué se~ prédécesseurs,,,28 It is 
, .! 

not until 1960, more than fort y six years after i ts publication, that 

L s ' d 'h 'd' l' . t·· ,,29 a COUIne an 1ts aut or are mentlone ln lterary crI ICIsm. 
/1 

/ 
/ 

At a time when the farmer's life was exalted in French 

Canad'ian ,fiction: 
i 

Labcrge wrote ,his novel which was a "noircissement 
.Jo 

La Scouine is ~omposed 
) . 

.J , ,,30 f b h 1 1 li cl h f ri ( * systcmatl9-ue 0 ot t le an an t e armer. 

of a series ,of sketches ostensibly describing, but in fact degrading 

rural. life. The selfishness of the pepple and the extreme poverty o~ 
1 
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" 
of the land are described in only the most pes5imistic terms. The 

heroine of the novel, Paulima, nicknamed "la Scouine," is far from being 
'~ . 

the ideal female protagonist repeatedly described in the traditional 

novel Jf the novel; she is ugly, selfish and cruel. 1be land itself ~ 
~ 

is describ~cd as 'being a harsh land, completely indiffer~nt, to it5 people, .,. 

and barely supplying their daily bread; and yet, it remains central 

to the novel. ~ 
The land, source of wealth and happiriessiin La Terre 

( 

Paternelle, the land, fulfillment 'of al! the French Canadian ideals in 

Maria Chapdelaine, offers a stri,kin~'.kc6ntrast in La Scouine whe:re it fs 

"empestée ~,une odeur de charogne": 

Du se~n des campagnes verdoyante~ et des champs en fleurs, 
la puanteur s'élevait eçoeurante, insupportable. Elle 
asseillait les passants, sur les r9utes et ,semblait, vouloir 
emoisoriner les légers nuages blancs quî glissaient là-haut. 
C'était à croire que la région était devé~e un immense 
charnie, un amohcellement de pourriture et de corruption. 31 

The peas~nt himself is a slave to the cruel land; he is described 

working on his land as: 

• 

Un homme à la barbe inculte, la figure mangée par la petite 
vérole, fauchait, pieds nus, la maigre récolte. . Les 
longue~ journées de labeur et la fatalité l'avaient' courbé, 
et il se déhanchait à chaque effort .. ~ il s'arrêta pour 
aiguiser sa faulx. . . . Le froid grincement ressemblait 
à une plainte douloureuse et jamais entendue. . . . C'était 
la Chanson de la Faulx, une chanson qui disait le rude 
travail de tpus les jQurs, les continuelles privations, 
les soucis Rour conse;ver la terre ingrate, l'avenir incertain, 
la viei~lcssè lamentable ... puis ... la mort,lpauvre et 
nu comme en naissant, et le même lot de misêres laissé en 
héritage aux enfants sortis du sang, qui perpétueront 
la race des étemels exploi.!és de la glèbe. (LS p. 79) 

No novelist in Québec }lad ever described t)le land so h!lrshly. Louis 

Hémon h~ prevt.ouslY made th-e point that the land demanded a great deal 
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from the farmer; but also· suggested that his effor;s were rewarded. 
, 

In Laberge' s novel, "la race qui ne sait pas mourir J" hus been 

replaced by "la race des éternels exploités de'la glèbe." The land, 

whicl'i .is the only, source of income ta the peasants, offers. only 

mere material survival. Of ,course, Laberge's land does not differ from 

the land portrayed by other writers, but for them, this materialistic. 

aspect had been put aside for the nobler purposes of glorifying the land 

and propagating the ideal of spi~itual and material survival in French -Canada. In Laberge's novel, the onlypurpose of the farmer is ta subsist: 

Hence, Deschamps is presented as a poor fa~charné à la tâche, et 
~ ~ 

voulant-acquérir de be~.ux deniers. pour ses enfants" (LS p. 8'). 
J 

In striking contrast ta the ~omantic picture of Samuel 
, 

Chapdelai~ê and his sons clearing land, Laberge, far from idealizing r 

the pensant, presents him as an animal .worki~g blindly: "Dans la grande 

chaleur, les hommes et les chevaux dégas,éaient une forte odeur de sueurs, 

.un puissant relent d'animalité" (LS p. 66). Ta emphasize the poverty • 
and thf ha~sh lives of the peasants, Laberge repeatedly uses the leitmotif' 

" c of the hard and sour darI< bread, "le pain noir marqué d'une croix," silently 

eaten at meals: "Et chacun mastiquait. gravement le pain sur et amer, i 
• • 

lourd comme du sable, que Deschamps avait marqué d'une croix" (LS P.)4). 

The hard and sour brcad is rcpcatcdly mcntioncd td cmpha~izc the diffiT 
~ (~ 

cult y, monotony and bittcrness of the peasant's life which is his lot 

on earth. The bread'marked witp a cross by the father before it is 

eaten, suggests that man must earn his bre'ad by the sweat of ~is brow. ...,. 

~ \ 

, , 
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1 .' ' 1 l 
Laber~e's world is the fallen world. the world we read of in' Genes!;: 

1 

. "cursed is the ground for thy sake. . . . In the sweat of thy face 

shalt thou eat bread/ ti11 thou 'return unto the ground; for out of 
1 ~ 

it was th'ou taken: for dus t tho,u art, and unto dus t sha lt thou return. 

Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden. ta till 

the ground from whence he was taken" (Genesis 3:18-23). 

Family suppers in Laberge's novel are described a~ silent 
} ... -------- ------­

and gloomy, and are far from the ideal typical family suppers as portrayed 

in Ilémoé s protagonists who after a day' s work eat heartily-, Unlike 
\ 

the joyful evening following the day's work in the Chapdelaine household. 
, 

the evening rest in the Deschamps family is described in the most 

pessimistic manner: "Un grand silence régnait, ce silence triste et , 
1 

froid qui suit les journées de dur labeur" (LS.p. 1). Gérin-Lajoie was 

also aware 

re\us~d ta 

of 7his fatiguerof the farmer aftèr a day's wprk, but he 

adrili t i t: "Mais ne croyons pas allx apparences, j am~is 

Jean Rivard n'a été 'plus heureu~; son corps est harassé, ma~s sdn 
r 

lime 'jouit, son esprit se complaît dans '6'~ fatigu~5-1corporelles" (JR l, p.69). 

Another (Ievice of Laberge ta denigrate the land is 'that,)' 
/ 

of presenting its people both'physically and morally in a degenerateâ 

state. The Desc~~mps family while eating d,.eir soup~ are d~scribel 
f 

,in animalistic torms: "Desch}lmps\ tenait son bol de soupe à la hauteur de 
\ q l 

, 1 
la bouche pour aller plus vite. Comme lui, les autres lappaient rapi-

dement" (LS p. 3). The wife and mother who is usually gi ven special 

treatment in the novei of the land, in this one is physically unattrattive 
1 

with her-"goître semblable à un battant de cloche qui lui retombait 

\ 

t' 
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ballant sur la p. 21). The birth'of her twi~ is 

described in the most pejorative terms such that when the children 
1 / 

return home arter the birth, they see "Une marre de sang à l'endroit 
~, 

où d'ordinaire, on jetait les eaux sales. La mère Lecomte était en 

train de prépar~~~~~D~e~r~. ___ E~.leur apprit qu'ils avaient deux 
~..---;-

~,-,~ 

pe.tites soeurs nO\1velles" (LS p.5). The mother, 50 lively and hopeful 

in Maria rh:~delaine at the end of a day's wor~, is here described as 

hopeless and exhausted: "Les pieds de Mâço en ses c~.!ly.Jlue1~-&e" vient, 

pesaient plus lourde~~~t. __ traînaient comme ceux qes vieux mendiants à 

-la fin--(fé'la journée" (LS p. 4). Paulima, the heroine of the novel, is 

described in vulgar and gross tenus: "Paulima pissait au lit. 
1 

Au 

matin, sa chemise et ses draps ét~ient tout mouillés. A l'école, 
l 

à cause de l'odeur qu'ell~ répandait, ses camarades avaient donné à 
... 

Paulima le surnom de Scouine. . . ." (L~ p. 12). These description~ 

emphasize Laberge's dreary view of the peasant world and at the same 
i 

time suggest that the land is responsible for the selfishness and 

crueltY.pf the peasant. 

The peasant, a slave to the'land,is forced to evaluate 

every action as a ~nction of the land:in terms of the fe, ~ennies 
tô be earned. Bence, he is presen!~d as being -totally devoid of any 

feelings of love, of friendship, or of plty. When Ruclor's futher is 

dying, Raclor rcflccts: "Si l'vieux pouvait mournr vendredi. on 

~'enterrerait dimanche, et y aurait pas de temps perdu" (LS p. liP)' 

Instead of uniting peasants in solidarity the land separates thern by 

forcing them to be totally self-centered for the purpose of survival . 
.. ---_._--

-------
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, 

,Hence, Deschamps, " âpre au gain et peu scrupuleux . avait parfois 
1 . ' 

des difficultés ave~ ses v,oisins ct alors, il cognait" (LS p. 6). The 

peasant, in his struggle fo~ survivai on the land, is tot~lly indiffe~ent 

to what might happen to his neighbour, his brother, or even his own 

parents. This is illustrated in' one of th~ m~ vivid and crue\ scenes 

of the novel where Tofile slo~ his two idiot brothers b~ ---. <......-.- -~ 

refu~ing to give th food anû by making them work on the lpnd under the 

hot sun. One 0; of sunstroke, and Tofile finds, him in the 

barn, "immobi le . corps en demi-cercIe" (LS pp. 97-98). 
1 

The peasant is 50 th'e land that he is incapable of 

showing any t~nderness even toward his kin. This is best seen when 
~ 

Tofile passively buries one of his idiot brothers: 
1 

D'un effort. comme il eQt (ait d'un sac d'avoine. il 
\ 

chargea le cercueuil ~ur.son épaule et le porta à la 
tombe qu'il venait de crêuser. Il le glissa dans le trou 
béant. L'eau rejaillit. iffondant le fossoyeur d'occasion. 
Tofile lança un juron ignoble. 
Ce fut là son adieu à soIf! fière. (LS pp. 100-101) 

, .1 

The brot~erly love 50 often an integral pa!t of the prevfous novels of 

the land_ is totally absent in Laberge's work. 

Laberge shows his peasant lacking in concern for his fellow 
~ ! • 

-' in order to better illustrate his total submission to the cruel and 
\ 

harsh land. This enslavemcnt. howev~r, also serve~,another of Laberge's 
\ ! 

purposcs, that of dcnouncing the/system of values ~raditionally attached 
" ..... 

t-o 'the land in rrcnch Canada. La Scouine is a totill negation o.f al! 'ô 

the ideals assoçiated with the myth of the survival.of the French Canadian 

family living happily on a rich and generous land. united by a common 
1 

bond to their land, their language. their past, and thqir God. 
1(... 

" .. 
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The respect for ancestral traditions which is always 

represented by the transmission of the father"s land to the next 
• < 

generation is complctely.ignored in La Scouine. Towards the end 

of the novel the Deschamps' farm is sold, and no mention is made of the 
" 

"continuity" of the family on the land. The famil,r itself is dcvoid of 

aIl the'characteristics that are usually attached to it in the novel 
/ 

of the /larid. In novels of the land since La Scouine the fa.~ily will l'\ever
o 

, 
be idealized as it has been in the previous fictiàn. But never will it 

be presented as cold-héartedly either. Laberge's cruelty 15 perhaps 

best illustrated in the shocking scene where Deschamps' s sons, Rac10r 
-- - l' 

, 
1 

and Tifa, in a fit of rage and jealousy, decide to destrgr their ~,-_ .. 
--------

father' ~( orçharù; 
1 

Vomissant une litanie~~horrible' blasphèmes, Tifa, le 
bras levé, s'avança sur son père. Tragique, mena-
çante, Mâço se jeta en avant de son marie; Touche pas à . 
ton père. Mais Tif~ la bouscula, la rejeta en arrière, r 

et~la vieille femme' alla heurter de la têt~,la façade 
de pierre. Brandissant un fer à repasser, la Scouine se 
port à la recoussc, mais Tifa la saisit à la gorge et ne 
ia lâ ha que râlante et à demie ~tranglée. 
Usé pa plus d'un demi siècle de rudes travaux pour ' 

, acquer r de la te~re et encore de la terre pour ses enfants, 
l'estomac dé labre p l', le pain sur et amer, le vl'eux Deschamps, 
si vigoureux autr ois, qui coknait spr tout le monde 
et à tout propos, invalide maintenant, restait là sans 
bouger, repétant: Malheur .~. . malheur. (LS p. 112) 

This vicious family fight i5 far from the ideal of the family as 
1 

prcscntcd by 1161l1On and Lac0mbc! The land that was a Garûen of Eden in 

Laéombe has become 
i 

.: 
orChard)/Raclor is 

in taberge a hell on earth. While destroying the 

about to eat an apple that ~a~nllen on the ground, 
o ~ ~ 

l~,jet~ immédiatement loin de lui, car elle était rongée par 

o " ~ 

;' 
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, '. 
les vers" (LS p, 113)', The world of Laberge.is indeed the faIlen world;1 

the snake inhabi~s.this French Canadian'Eden, Re~igion, wrich has 
pc-

always been an,ideal attached to the land, is degtade~j the cnurch \ 

is compared to a fuueral home ~(LS p, 8), and the ~scription of .the 
'= 

pupils prayillg has a bi~ter T.locking tOile: 

.. 
.:J 

, J 

Les élèves agenouillés au hasard. mangeaient les réponses 
ùes li tanies , 
De" sa petite voix grêle, l'institutrice l~pçait les 
invoca!ions, et les enfants répondaient: 
--Ra p'~pbix, ra p'nobix, ra p'nobis. 
C' étai t une, fui te, un ga~op furieux:' 
--Ra p'nobis, rà p'nobis~ ra p'nobis. 
Au Souvenez-'vous, on respira un peu. (LS p. 8) 

t 

" 

This percep~n of prayer as a mindless and meaningless repetition of 

words differs strikingly from the\devout Aves of Maria Chapd~laine. , Even 

writers .follo~ing Laberge, such as Ringuet and Guèvremont, describe with-
o 

sinçerity the piety of their peasants. Laberge is the only novelist in 

the tradition, of the'novel of the land to ridicule religion. 

In tHe fina} chapters of tqe Ilqve)l, after having gi ven 

a datk and depïessing picture,of the land, Laberge goes from one e~treme 
1 

to the other and gives his reader an almost idealistic pic~r~o~ 

farrn-life. On the day Mâço. Charlot and "'la scouin; ~re moving to ithe 
..... .,'~ \ 

village, Mâço observes the farmers working in their fields: . ~ 

A chaque fermè, les cultivateurs vaquaient à leur 
travaux .. Son habit accroché 11 un picux~ de la clôture, 
From Quarante-Sous labourait son ~e soc luisant 
fendait le sol, et l'on respiraIt une bonnc"odeur 
de terre fraîçhe et de gazon. Les sillons s'aligfiaient 
droits et'réguliers pour les semairles futures. Tout 
le monde travaillait. Seuls, la Scouine, Mâço et Charlot' 
s'en allaient .... (LS pp. 125-126) 1 

, , 
This description is highly unlike Laberge and at first seems to be 

a complete contradiction of the image of the land presented by him 

1 

\ , 
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thus far. Th~ reader becomes even m6re pu~zled when he discovers that 

Charlot,llvin;; Wit.l his,mother and sister. in a small house, ·"voisine 

Ide l 'hospice, à côté ~èi~etièr~1I (LS p. 123), ~inds life intolerable 

away from the land. He remembers the time when he lived on the farm, 

and wh en "après le du;'travail, avant d' aller ~ coucher dans le vieux 
-

2 

sofa jaune, il soupait de pain sUln:;'et amer, marqyJi d'une 'croix" (LS p. 134): 

" le temps où il était réel~ement un homme, le temps 
où il travaillait .... (LS p. 131) 
... il serait satisfait de charroyer de! l'engrais .. : 
Quel rêve! .... Sa voiture comble, il jelterait une~ 
poignée.de paille s0che pour s'asscir ... il s'en irait 
conduire la charge au champ at sentirait sous lui la tiédeur 
de la fumure qui engraissera la terre. Quelle bonne 
senteur aussi! (LS p'. 130) 

How can Charlot look back on this period ~f his life as the happiest 

one? Throughout'the ~ovel Laberge has give~ a joyless and depressi~g 

picture of the la~d, and it seems that ~hrough Charlot, he,wants to,~ 

Ùlustratê the ~arado~cal bond between the peasant and the la?d. What 
r' "' ... ( 1 

at first seems- an eulogy of the land is 'in fact the essence of the 
-, 

peasant's tragedy; unhappy on his land, he cannat find ha~piness away 

from it. In other words, the only thing that will free him from his 

addict ion i5 death. When Deschamps 'dies, Laberge reflects that 
.' 

,'" " , "" 

"Il avait fini de manger 1,e pain sur et amer mar<\ué cl 'une croix" (LS p. 1221'. 

Labcrgc ~s not the first novelist to~say that to leave the land is 

to he unhappy. Lacombe >. in La. Terre "Paterne lIe, had dealt .;.ri th this . . 
theme in detail wlth the Chauvin family. But the Chauvins, unlike~ the 

_~ __ ~~~c and miserable peasants in, La scoùe.~' we,re really l1appy on their 

land. The final irony of Laberge is tbat although_the farmer's life 

on the land might be a cross ta bear, his life can have no other meaning. 
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1 
Laberge has understaod the ul~imate tragedy of the farmer's 

bondage to his land; his attachment to it deadens his sensibilities; 

he cannot ,distinguish his life from his work, his freedom.,.from his 

sla~ery. What he conceives ta be freedom Vs in fact slavery--slavery 
t; 

ta the land and to the seasons. He denies his own individuality to 
., 

bette~ ,serve the land. When the peasant wants to break away from the 

dail)' routine w~ich t~e land has imposed on him, when he wants to take 

this ';lfttle rest at the village" which he thinks he rightly deser~s, 

he finds that this is imposSible,' Work on the land is the only life 
Q 

1 

~he knows, an~ when aw/y from ,the land, he finds himself "sans bl:1t, ~ans 

o~cupation; en se d,emandant comment il pourra bien tuer le temps" (1& p. 

Cha~les "a renond~ à .• la' terre poûr ailler gont~r le, repos, la vie facile, 
1 _ _ • 

./ 

et il n'a trouvé que l'ennui" un ennui mortel, dévol'ànt'-: 11 ne __ vi.Lpas; 
, .' 

il attend la mort" Chê pp, 133-134). Charles' fate like Moitan's and 
, 

many of Grove 'cs protagonists' 1 illustrates the ulti"lÎlate tragedy of the 
\ 

farmer: slave te the land, having devoted his entire life to it" ,the 

1 peasant cannot live away fr~it without suffering. Only death can 

free the farm~r from bis bondage ta the land. 
1_ ' 0 '" 

Ringuet'~ Trente Àrpents, published in, 1938, matked a 

definite diVe~gënc~ frjm the century-old tra~i~~on'of the f.renc~/Canadian 

no"vel of the land. Trente Arpents deals wi th ~ the ~isintegrat~on oL 

fatl1ling commu'nitics and. family ties in French Canad.a, ,.and is at the same. 

~ime, a microcosm of the more universal prQblem of man's complex bond , 

Idth the land. As Lacomoe haci done in La l'erre Paternelle', Ringuet 
, --------- - ~ , 

ma:<es t'ne l~nd 1 '~he f~naer' s ,th\rty acres, the heroine of fiis"" 
~ 

\. 

" 
-i 

, 

• 
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novel, Unlike his predecèssors, Ringuet nei ther idealizes nor denigrates 
. 

the land nor the' farmer"s worid which he is an~lyzing.: "cGntrairement 
, 

à la majorité de ses prfodéce~sêurs, il ne concevait pas le roman 

comme un simple .'p'r~text~' ~ f~r.e revivre le p~sséJet à s'y l'efûgie.rJ 

mais comme une oeuvre d'art à' réali:ser. ,,32 ~inguet i,n his novel 
" 

li\' ~ , -

~~~hallenges,oat least by implication, the assumption that the farmer 

• 

really possesses his, land and that nothing but syiritual bonds are 
Q • , 

re$ponsible for his attachmènt to it. The fertiiity of, the land and 

the living it.prov~des mu~also be given sorne credit for his loyalty 

.. ~...,! 

d 

In Trente Arpents Ringuet objectively observes the complex 
~ ) 

link which unites th~ peasant to his land, ',and clraws /:)his own colfclusions. 
p ," ,j 

Afte~ his youthful pride In~ownin~ the .land, and his gratifi~ation 
o ..... 0 ~ • 

in his" grow;n.g family, EucharistEt ~isan gradually pas.ses into old 
, 

'age"alone and disenchanted ~ith the land and hls family. While the , '. 
f ~ 

.first sections of the novel, "SpHng" and "S~mmer," deal w~h the. myth 
1 

\ ~ . 
of ppssession~ describing Euch~riste liVIng in harmony w~th !QS land, 

1-
" .. 

the later sections J l'Autumn'' and "Winter," are less o.ptimistic, showing 
,'\ Cl 

the aging Eucharist~ as a misfit,rejected,by his fa)DilY'and inéapable 

of adapting to the ahan~ing values· of, the 'next ,g:'ne)ation. Hence J. 
" l' . {' il 

Rl~guetidea~s simultan;ously with !WO important thcmes: th$ universal 

, " . 
pxoblcm 9f man's r~lationship with the land, and the conflïct, of the 

/ • 
,. 

.., f, 

Other themes. such'o.as the introduction of oid and néw generations. 
,. 'li- r J "-

,modern techllology on t'-he farm,· the growing American influence in French , 
J • , . 

Canaaa, and: the changing attitude of the Fre.nch Canadian toward the " 
'. 

. 
'" 
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l, -, . , 0 .. ~ 

land aiso con cern him. The tragic destiny pf.Euchariste Moisan is the - ... ~ 

. ~ 

lot of.the Canadian farmer·of the 1920!s and 1930's faced ~ith the 

invasion 'of moderJ technology / the weakenlng of family tie3, and the 
1 0 ... ,,' l 

disintegration Of! r~ral,llife. lrhrough' MoJ.sa~' s s-tory Ringuet hints' 
. '~, (/ - ll;' -

a~"\he ne~d of a.f.~ocial o,Tganizati9n for the protection of ~agriculture, 
a:d' ~to counterit 'the effects of. the ~rowing American -'influence in . ,~ 

~ <l .,' l , 

French Canada. r tJfi a more uni 'fersal leve l, Moisan' s t:r.;agedy is that' of 
J f, \ 

every farmer iho is raised to,lvle and respect the land, and who ~lowIY~ ,. \ 'o. ~ Ft ,,) ,," 

that his possessiop 
\. i 

\ '. 1 ~\ 

!---- ' 1'1 

• ; ." The l-a~d- in Trenle Arpents is 
, 
Jo 
Ù La vie~lle terre des Màisan, riche et grasse, généreuse 
~. ('1 ,. au· travail, lentement façonnée autrefois, des m'illieirs 
j: , et des mill~ersT.,.~'années auparavant, jus,qu'à, ce que le 
~' ,. fleuvé amoidri quittât son ancienne rive, le coteau, là-

a 

.. 

1 
\ 1 bas, après avoir patiemment et des siècles durant, étalé 

'" ~ _ 1 couoche pail> couche, s~s lourdes alluvions. 33 _ ... '":._ . 

=Î= ~~~~ __ ~ --= ~.:y_lând is no!. orr1y- tn.e=-ortHIoi~ri.;,prôpe'fly, but -=rr-t!)-'also'>-th~ .. ~ - ----.~~ 

'. ~eternal land" whfch Moi,san possesses for but a fIloment iin time. The 
C t' ._ 

/

_' g~nerOS,i~y and fertility of the land accounts for the fanner's attaclWnt 

to it. Lacombe and Gérin-Lajoie had a1ready a11uded to this generosity 
. r " 

" of the la~d, but because they were s~ preoccupied with the social ideo-

logy of the land, they u?rlerempl)asized the' fact that it was aiso 

a pra.cpcal s"ource of 1 i ving for the, farmer-, The same may be sa id of 
• 1 

lIémon and Savar~ ~ho alillost ignorcd the complcx 1 ink bctwccn man and 

thle land' in arder, to ,put greater emphasis on, the land ',5 roie in national 
" \ 

\ 

, . ideology. Labergë, a realist writer, was too concerned with demdnstra-

ting the dàrk side of the farmer'~ life to a1low ~ïmself to objectively 
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" itself and its wealth to m:ln, it aIs,? demands his total submission to 0 

" 
./ its austere and harsh laws. Moisan, like John Elliot in Grove's'Our 

Da~iy Bread, bows to the land, "Et ceJ.a suivant l 'Ordff,L établ-i-d'épuis 

l, les mÙlénaires, .depuis que l'nomme abdiquant .. la liberté que lui 

permettai t une vie ~. chasse et de pêche, a accepté le joug des/ saisons 
~\ ' . // 

et soumis sa v~au rythme annuel de la ter~e à laquelle il ~st désormais 
~ ~ 

accouplé" (TA p. 78). Moisan represents the~tille; typ~ of the French 

cCanadian settler. Unlike François Paradis and Samuel Chapdelaine in 

Hémon'~ novel, he has gi ven 'up his· freedom "to be. forever. tied to the ( 

land. The most essyntial law that the land imposes on man is that he 

_ . __ '~mu~~ ~~nf~rm ~o_ thtrhy~hm of nat-ure. ThusJ..,.~2~~.J1n~ni-feiS-~QlJLo.v.er 
J 

four seasons; unworked the land is a wilde~rtess, worked it can support 

him . Following the ':d~l of .the land as a ~art of God' s di vine order 

on ea~th, it is 'man's dut Y to till the ground from which he was taken 

and to make it fruitful. Hence, man an~ the l~nd become one i~ their 
1 

interdependence. This is particularly tru~ in the case of Euchariste 
__ ---t 

who was a true f~rmer': "Car ainsi qu', à tous les vrais paysants, sa 
, \. 

terre lui suff1sait comme it tachait, à tout pdx, de suffi're à sa 
, " . ' 

" .. ~\, 1 

terre~ Untrc eux scul,s il pouvai t yI avoi r r6c Il c c?mm~nion ct contact 
II 

réel" (TA p. 2Ù)'. This ideal relationship between man 'and the land, 
c \ 

however, changes as Moisan gTad~ally resorts to ~odcrn technology to 
\ 

cultlvate it. Although ~he land rewards :an's efforts with its genero-

sity, Rin~uet emphasiz.es ~\he fact that th~ farmer has to give fully,of himself, 

~p \. ( 

his sensfuilïty, and his f,eedom in order to satisfy it .. W6rking on the 
, " 

/1.-- '" 

, 
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farm is the sole 'mi vi ty of Moisan and he submits his life to i t: 

"Chaque année ramen:l1 t la suqcession des travaux maj eurs: labour puis 

moisson; l'effort et la rétribution; le premie? ardu, presque doulou-

'l'eux, et la seconde,:,tout aussi penible; achetés des mêmes sueurs et 

du même renoncement" (TA pp. 130-131). 

Moisan's enslavement to'the land causes' him to lIve 
c:-J'I y _ • 

"J 

according to its faws. His relationship with it is so close that Rihguet' 
" _ v. 

describes his physical traits irl terms of -the land: " . : le fronf; 

\ 
°comme un pré lourd, labouté par les soucis, les inquié~,udes et les 

sueurs; la peau terreuse et semblable de grain aux mottes brisées par 

• 

la herse avec, au bout des bra's épais, les noeuds durs"'des doigts" (TA p. 168) ~ 

Work on the lknd is'Moisan's'primary concern, and his famil~, the human 

need for lbve, are seconda~y considerations. When thinking ~bout his 
\ 

future wife, he sees hèr only in terms of what ,she would add to 

hiJQfarm: " 

Certes, il ne la parait point d'irréel et ne luL tissait 
~ uhe robe de madone; l'idée qu'il s'en faisait n'avait 
rien de romanesque. Au contraire, il savait fort bien r 

ce qu'elle pounrait lui donner: 'I9{te et 'râblée, pas -, 
regardante à l'ouvrage, elle sautait à la fois conduire 
la maison' et~~~ider aux ~hamps à l'époque de la moisson. 
De visag~ av~ànt, bien tournée de sa personne, elle lui 
donnerait-des gars solides après pes plaisirs auxquels 
il pensait sans honte ni hâte exagérée. (TA p. 39) . 

... The anticipations of Euchariste might at firs! be interpreted as se1fish. 

but that was the way the farmer chos~ his wife; shc was evaluatcd 

,\\ l ' 
primarily in' tcrms of the childrcn shc. cou~'d givc him, and the work ,',"" 

i 'she cO\Jld perform ont. the" f~rm. The main quality ~f Maria IChap'delainE;l 

- ." was that she was strong and sturdYj such a girl.would be the ideal wife 

for a farmer as she cou~d give birth to hea1,thy chi ldreh an(f also 
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assist in the work on the land. 

Although still mourning the reeent death of his Unele 

Ephrem, Moisan, with the priest's approval, marries Phonsine because 
Il 

_-= __ .é_ r 

it is his ,religious and national dut Y -to-marry"and-'have children for 

the survival of French Canada. and a~o because a woman is necessary 

to assist her husband on the farm. Moisan' s marnage takes/ place in p' 

o 

the "slack" period betweèn seed-tinle ,and harvest 50 as not to int'errupt 

work on the,,f.arm. The reai marriagé, "les espousailles" Ringuet caUs 
• 

4 

• 

it, is between Euchariste and the land. Moisan's wife will be a mere • 

helper to him in,serving the 'lan~. 1t is through his wiie and the 

ch~ldrert she will bear him that he can take root in the land and thus , 
~ \ 

achieve his patriarehal dream. 

Shortly before the expected birth of his first child, Moisan, 

much like John Elliot ~ Grove's Our Daily Bread, becomes fully 

awar.e of how important t~ birth of this child is"tR ~im: 
tJ 

Une étrange sensation de bien-être avait envahi 
Euchariste. Il se sentait raffermi, confirmé, en même 
temps que subitement mOri. Lui qui, à peine" quelques mois 
auparavant, n'était que le neveu recueuilli sur l~ terre 
d'un autre, il se savait devenu, de par la magie de' 
cette procréation, le maître de cette terre ~ù il 
était hier étranger; le tutettr en qwHque sorte de ces 
trente arpents de terre dont par un mystèr~ bizarre1 

il était ,à la fois serf et sûzcrain. rTA p. 71) . . ,-
·lt is through his chlldryn'that he is able to forge a solicl link, 

ft, . 
between- the present anù the future, betwoen h,ims~lf and the l,and. W~n 

his wife dies in child-birth, a'ner the thirteenth child', . she had 
;;.- 'l 

fulfilled her function, and Moisan 
" , 

that her death had qccured between 

reflects that it was indeed( for~unate 

seed-tÏJl)e and harvest. Hisllack of 
-.., 
1 
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i, 1 

sensibility is presertted as.~~~natural"" he remains faithful to his , 
0' 

only real wife, the land: 
'h~ J ~ 

In his' analysis of tWe French Canadian farmer's' subjection 

• 
to the land, Ringuet .also observes the consequences oof this enslavement~ 

~ot only for 'the individual farmer, but a150,for French Canadian society .. 
as a ~ho~e. This is perhaps best illustra~ed in a scene in which 

• ~ / ~ .... --=:. " ~. - "'-..It 

Willie Daviau, who had freedhimself of\the lan<;l' s tyranny' to become 
o 

an electoral agent in Montréal, ,discusses po~tics wi th other ~arme.rs: 

--Dis donc! Toé, Willie, qui es ben plus connaissant 
que nous ~tres ... ~ __ ~ _____ ._ . __ . ___ ( 

:..: . : T~ ~o~.r~ais (;-t'; ~~; -:b~n' Di; e~pii~~r' p~u~~~i ~u; c'est' 
jamais des habitants qui sont députéS1Y a des &,Yocats, 
des docteurs, des notaires, des commis voyageurs, mais 
jamais d'habitants: . . . Ç'a empêche pas que si y avait 
plus d' habitants et moins (le .chicaniers à Québec, i' 
pourraient parler d~ tempp en temps de la terre, ,pi de· ,~ 1 

ceusses' conune nous autres qu ~s 'échignent dessus. . . ." \ 
1 

......... * ........ .. f. .. .. • .. • .. .. .. • • • .... 

Les autres acquiesçaient,,, un murmure courant dans toute 
la pièce.' . :\1 ' -'. 

, \t f 0 • . ", . . .. .. . ..,. , .. , .. .... .......... . 
--Bon, une supposition, continua Daviau. Le comté 
t'envoye à Québec 'leur conter tout ça. Qui c'est qui va 
s'ocçuper de ta terre? . _ 

Tous se turent, bâirlonné~. Il~ n'avaierlt ~s pensé 
à cela. Ils avaient momentanément oublié leur servage .• 
Sans l'~omme la terre n'~t point féconde et c'est ce 
besoin qU'elle a ge lui qui le lie à la terre, qui le fait 
prisonnier de trente arpents de glèbe. (TA pp. 95-96-97) 

The farmer lis too busy and prcoccupiecl with his farm to act\Jally 
1 l 

participatc in pol-itics. The French Canadian farm is " un 

d'humanité dans,'l'archipel des fcrrne's vo~sines. 
.~ 

C'était là son 
(, 

îlot' 

univers restrei~t, celte motte de terre et son peloton de vie humaine 
t-

lies l'un à .. l'autre par une impérieuse gravitation" (TA p. 213). 
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~bnsequently" farmers must remaln on their land if they are ta keep 
. . 

their traditions and t'o survive as a race. 'l'hey farm, as ~o theïr 

farms, a small French island surrounded by an English ocean. Ringuet, 

how~~er, obje~tively describes the farmer's reaction to Davlau who is ,. 
now prosperoùs in the city: they envy him. They. even forget for a 

" 
moment their bond ta the lanù and are reminded by Daviau' that t~ey are 

not free ta .do as they ~h . 
1.--1 ' . 

The isol~.~t;;~h 'C1lo.aâlail rural oommunities is, 

"further illustrated\ by thelr reaction ta the war. This isola~nJ 
1 /'. 

however, is not, as Sutberland suggests, typical only of Frenèh Canada; 
! 

the land imposes the same rules universally., and as a result rural 

conununities all share conunon traits~4 Like John Elli~t who does n~,ft 
think it good to ""\,eqdle in the Et;ropean wéj.rs," French Canadian farmers 

1 

.. react similarly: 
1 • 

Rivés au sol laurentien, le seJI qu"ils connussent, 
sans contact depuis cent cinquante ans avec le monde 
lointain de l'Europe, les gens pais,ible? du Québec ne 
sentaient intéressés en rien par la)Grande Folie de 
l'Europe. (TA p. 196) 

se 
.tI 

\ f 

AU th,at French Canadian farmers asked, as did their Engl.t.sh counterparts, 
".' 

was ta be left alone and in peace ta cultivate their Jand. Euchariste 

Moisan, like John Elliot, knows that "you, can't fool the land." He 

tells his son: ,"Laisse-toé mener par la terre, mon gars, elle te 

monera p'tôt' pas ben loin; mais en tout"cas, tu sais ous'q,uc tu 

\ 
vas" (TA p. 188), especially when~sees the price of his crop go 

~ 

up. Farmers became intercsted in the "Grsat Europemi Maciness" o~ly when 

they saw a monetary advantagc in it. 'l'hus, when the priest asked his 
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• .. 
followers to pray 

1 
l'espoir enfantin 

." " 

for 'peace, they q,!d so " . d'une, VO!J.C faible, avec-

q~e le Ciel pourrait bien ainsi ~e pas les entendre 

ou du moins se rendre compte qu'ils ne tenaient pas tant que 'cela à 

voir exaucer leur priète" (TA p. 183). 
J 

However, th~ war further 

convinced Euchariste ~oisan of the stability and importance of the 

land an,d' the Armer: . 

De la guerre,-la terre n'avait pififit pât~. En Europe, 
les corps de deux générations avaient fumé les champs. 
Au pays de Québec, le paysan avait semé, récolté ~t 
vendu pour nourrir les autres paysans, là-bas occupés au 
carnage. Le terrien ocaj,t devenu par le cours des, choses 

. plus qu'un simple rouage de la machine économique: comme 
jamais, le nourricier était roi. (TA p. 229) 

The land had not suffered ITom -the wars irt Europe, and moreover the 
~', 'f." 

farmer's role had become of pri~ importance in th~ world, for only 
, ) 

he could provide food for Europe. Eucharistc envïes the people 

living in the city. He c~mplail15 ab]'!t the ~ar~~ork, on ~he_ l-and,~--~ 
and th en he finds i t much eas-Ïer to ay wi th 5 incerity tRa t the 1 and, ., ~ , 

" 
à{ter a,ll, is good. Work in the 'city might be easy and relatiyely 

, ~'" ( 
well-paid, but it only lasts for a while; ~en comes unemployment ... 

" 

while "lé'\ terre, ça, ça ne ,manque jamais" (TA p. 156). 
~ "~~. 

,\ 1 Moisan at the beginning of t:1~ novel is described as 

/-. "progres~vo former" .nd th~s has Icd AI~rt L~gr.nd to c1:1m th.t 

he, "ln p~'~J:..ll ways, h'a\all the grccd, the pridc",and the/lust 
\ ,..-Y,...! "'-

of the new 'econo~ic man'." 5 Prog'ress in i'tsclf is not undesirable 
~ 

, ~-------

foi--~hari ste who h.d e"m er--s~id: ". " . fa~t êt:e ~e • son temps .• 

Si on V~garder son monde sur la ter~~. faut aller de l'avan;. Le 

temps d'la ,faucille est'fini, Le temps aussi où on semait seulement, , , 

, du foin ~t du grain"J ,~~ est po~r ça ~'que j'ai commenéé mon . '~-.. 

de ~ 

". 

6. \ . 



( } 

o 

, ' 

o 

O', f 

1 

~ 

• 

poules. Si Y en a un chez nous qui veut s'en occuper, y a gros à 

gagner. En tout cas, si y a un petit moyen, mes garçons, j'vhs les 

garder chez nous" (TA p. 13 7). Although f>loisan wants to make money 
., 

, and wants to b( progtessive, it is made c1ear that he wa"ts more than 

anything else to keep his children on the land and to keep farming commu~ 

nities intact. Euchariste already belongs to a new world in,economic 
... 

terms, but he is still an "old-timer" when seen against the land anq.,- ,\. 
, ,< 

tradition: He wants to benefit from the modern technology that has 
1 1 

--been introduced in rural communi ties, but at the same time wants to 

prese~ve the traditional ~a1ues attache,d to the land. To a certain 

extent, he still believes, as did Jean Rivnrr', t!u~.t "r:r.'a:;riculteur qui vit de 

son travail peut dire L:vec raison qu r il ne COTIllFSt que Die.u pour 50\) maître. ,,36 

Hence, tl,~, inevitable 'confliet that had occured betweell 'ümsclf and his ~ 

uncle is re-enacted with his own son ,Etienne who, in turn, has; differe/nt 

notions of "progress" and who canrlot accept nor understand h1"5 fathe)." s 

more conservative ideas. When arguing wi th Etienné whose wish is to 

bring new implements to Ae. ;arm, old Moisan' replls: "-Ecoute, ',mon, 

gars le progrês~ moe, j 'sus pour ça tout le monde le sait, 

J'ai eu le premier 'centrifuge de la paroisse et je ~e suis-quasimeni 
) 

bat\~ avec mbn oncle Ephrem pour ~eter une lieuse. Mais il ,y a 
~ 

._ilils choscs-C-qui - sont pas nécessai res. ,]' cn ai rcmc~tré .. un qui cn aVéj'i t 

uri tracteur à g,~zoline'\ ;.,~ ~J tout ~uiné sa térrc avec" t~~ pp. 180-1\81) ~ 
Euchariste' s reason for his rejection of progress in the 

-, 

end is similar to John Elliot's. It is th~ aie-old çonflict'between 
o 

gene,rations. The 
;' 

old methods of working the farm have changecl, ~nd he 
1 1- (j) 

realizes 
1 

th'aU " chaque innovat lon semb lait " ' : séparer, l 'homme 

-, 
, 

, , 

~ 14, 

\ 



i 

"'\ ! ( 1 
! 

1 
~ 

1 
1 

o 
f 

, . 

~ .. ".- -, .. ~ '"\ . \ 
.' . 

\ 
/1' 

84 

d'avec le sol, diminuer ce contact bienfaisant qui faisait les êtres 
{ . 

robustet et la terre fertile et amicale. Le moteur était survenu , .,. . 
1 

qui supplantait les chevaul\. et do~tQ le petrole ruiniit les pâturages" (TA p. 252) , \ 

Ir~ The modern generation- broke that important spiritual link which united 

J 

, { 

1 

the farmet to.hi~ land; those who stay"on the land will use modern 
Q' , 

technology to-cultivate it. Mois~n, like Joh~,Eiliot and Abe Spalding, 

has already begun ta break this "healthy contact" between man and the 
f ,,1 

.:::~./ 

land. He too has accelerated the process to which he is inherently 

opposed. 

( ~ J The nfw generation in Trente Arpents represent~ a 

~ay \)'~ life, and the death of homog • .!'cou~ rura,l French C~~dian 
communltles. Ringuet, u~like his predecessors, dacs"fiot try to deni- " 

grate thè çity' nor, to idealize country life. Rather, he, observes the 

subtle beginning of a change taking place in the way of lite in rura'! 

communlties. FOUowing ) her husband' s death, Maxime Auger opens a 

store in her house, and the local farmers begin to buy products that 
CJ 

they had previously made for themselves: • 
jf:" 1 

Graduellement, son commerce augm~ntait. Petit à peti~, 
les paysannes cessa~ent de tisser et de filer, les 
paysans de confectionner leurs lourdes bottes, et rempla­
çaient tout cela par l 'rrticle de la ville" presque aussi 
solide, plus élégant et surtout moins coQteux. . . . l'une 
après l'autre, les ménagères étaient devenues ses chalandes, 
suns que les hommes sc fussent trop plaints, le pain livré 
troi~ lois la semai~c 6tant plus frais ct dans bien des 
cas meilleur. (TA prt. 79-80) .. , , 

Rift"guet re~ins objective: he docs not criticize, he does not judge; he 

... ~.r ,~1' - merely ~bserve~, t~at i t was sometimes less expensi ve for farmers to 
\ 

buy thcir boo~s from Maxime Auger'siistore, and often more~convenient 
1 

" 

pl 
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,. 
for women to buy fresh bread tlu:ee- times a week than to make ~ t 

p" 

them;elves, in ~hich case it was not always 50 fresh. 

The changes taking p~ace in the small rural communiti~s 
J ~ 

are also seen in the games the youth play in t'he' colhmunities:' 

On avait formé au village une équipe de baseball où 
tous les termes employés étaient iaturellement anglais; 
et tous 1es dimanches après-midi on entendait l' arbi tre, 
incapable paT ailleurs de dire bonjour en anglais, hurler 
des "strike two " <les "baIl one" et des "safe" d'une voix 

------~~' , 
glorieuse. (TA p. 2-55) 

Every change b:rought into the rural cQmmuni ties is also an invasion 
... -~. 

of the American W\Y of life, whi~ ~a~ thus faf' been 

., the enclosed French Canadian commdm tles : (y 

kept out of 

Constamment il venait à la bouche d'Etienne et de ceux 
,de sa géné'ration des mots ang lais que leur apportaient 
les gens de la ville. Les visiteurs de passage, les' jour­
naux eux-mêmes et s~rtout les catalogues-réclames des. 
bazars de Toronto, farcis de termes étrang&rs dont 
Si emparai t avidement J faute de meilx, la langue. appauvrie 
des campagnards comme des citad~ns. (TA p. 255) 

TIte appearance of the car was largely responsible for the changing 

attitudes of the youth: 

On était loin des dima~ches d'autrefois, des après-midi 
douc'es et un peu mornes passées sur la véranda.. L' auto­
mobile éltai t venue qui avait changé tout cela ,tC'''Chaque 

V" remise en abritait maintenant une: chez les paysans 
modestes, quelque tacot ramassé dans les parcs cl' occa­
sions. . . , Et chaque dimanche 'ùe la be Île saison la 
fàmille s'~ntassait dans le baquet, le fils ainé tout raide 
au volant; et l'on passai~ d'une paroissc à l'autre.! 
9..~mme autrefois on allait ~hcz ICI voÎ'sin. (TA pp. '2dS~256) 

, 
. Rural communities nnu thcir in(lnbitants were no longer immune to 

outside influence; the car fû.cili tated ccm~l.1J1ications b~tWJell .... villages, 
~ t )' 

and more especi.ly "1retw~en vilrlages and cities. 

Moreover, the numerous desertions of the .land by the 

r / -~ ~ .. . 
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, 
youth implies the disintegration of the small farming corrununi ty. To J 

explain the phenomenon of the emigration of the youth to the cities J 
, , ( 

Ringuet takes up the same prob lem that was dealt wi th in J1ean Ri va rd . ... 
\o>t 1 

In each French Canadian family the land is indiv~sible and goes by 
/ 0 f ,- , 

right and tTadition to the ehles'! son of the family. !\'!lereas the yoyt\J\ 
Il 

in Jean-Rivard haogone north to open new lands, the majority of the 

young people in-'Trcnt.e Arpents emigrate ta the city: 
, 

• ~I1 ne passait pasid' année qu'on n'apprît le départ d'un 
jeune homme, parfoi~ d'une famille enti~re, qui s'en allait 

'retrouver des cousiijs dans les vill~s de la,Nouvell,­
Angleterre où les fila/tures et les .usines étaient insatia-
bles de bras. GO j 

Comment en eOt-il [lU être autrement? - Dan~' chaque maisonnée 
les enfants naissaie~t nombreux . . . et 'chaque terre ne 
pouvait- ~tre qu'à un seul des fils, le plus souvent 
à l'aîné. (TA p. 136) 

R~ngu€t does not se.e the farmer' s attachment to his land as a pat1riotic 

one: 

l, 

.. 
La quiétude de la vie terrienne, la douceur dU,travail des 
champs, l'enchantement des horizons larges et libres, 
Napoléon Moisan n'y tenaÏt pas le moins du monde, cat il 
n'en savait rien .. Pas plus d'ailleurs que ses frères et 
soeurs ... qu'Etienne. qui pourtant restait et entendait 
rettçr; qu'Euchariste, le père, qui 'tout doucement comfuen­
çait à s'en aller. A qui leur eGt demandé s'ils aiffi'aient 
la terre, c'est-à-dire l'ensemble des champs planes où 
bêtes et gens sont semés de façon éparse par un semeur au 
geste large, s'ils aimaient ce ciel libre au-dessùs ùe 
leur tête; et les vents" et la neige, et la pluie . . . 
à celuî~ra, ils nteussent répondu que par un regard étonné. 
Car èc qu'aimait EU~laristc~ c'était non la terrc', mais 
sa toue. . . . (TA p. 247) • tJ _ ",,-... 

Whu,t 'fa~mers carc about' 5 1 not the lanù, but thclf ,land; in other worùs J 

Ringuet i,~lies, thciT patriotic feelings are limited ta the love of 

10' 
th~ir particular farms, but it,is this individual love for one's'farm 
_~_~~ 1 

J 
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that comprises the power of French Canada. 

, RingJ.let }1eit:lër iùealiz~3 "ttois:m' s lova for ~he land, 
o , '\ 

n~does he, co:\tl3lil.l ~.1~ J1~W ~,~ner:ltiu'l Wh1Ci1 En t:le most "lflrt is 

2 

.. , 
1 

,1' 

indift..erent to the land:" "Tout au plus sentaient-ils ... un -attachement 
.. " 

qui n'était que de la qéfiance instinctive envers,l'inconnu des ailleurs.' 

Ils rest'etaie'nt là où 6tait leur pa,in de demain. . . . Mais l'exode 
~ .... El "v 

ne pouvait leur répugner s'il les conduisait vers~une certitude égale, 
""'II ' .. 

'II fut-,elle ét;rangère et lointaine" (TA p. 247). The~ cOJlU!le-rcial values 
, 

of ~the, post-war WOl'ld are larg~l'y respon~ible for the break-;up1 of, ,thè 

centuries-old rural world. Evf!h tightly-kn,n French Canadian families 

i 
àre -affected. One after another the Moisiln children leave their father' s 

farm a,ld their society to make Îi V(fS of their own in ~he, city or in 

.' the United States: 
;t 

, . 
La table avait.;.pe-Fdu. un à un ses hôte~ familiers .. 
Alphonsine était partie u' l' avai,t ~garnie d'une couronne 
dé nouveaux venus. P 1S Oguinase, puis 'l'engagé Albert~' 
puis Etienne, puis lvina, puis Eva, puis Luoinda, puis 
enfin Ephrem. , Le"père, suivant l'usage~ s'asseyait au 

-haut bout, face à la route;, mais sur les bancs de part et 
d'autre, il ne res~ait qu'Orpha'et :Marie-Louise et, le soir, 
pas toujour:;, Napoléon. . . . (TA p.' 209) ., 

Th~ land an'd traditional values of family life J are of little. conc~hn to . . , 
them. Euchariste's daught~~, Lucinda, who left the land to work in 

, • 1 

factories 'like 50 many other girls, illustrates the reversaI Qf valuès .. 
brought by the war: "Elle avait grandit en joli~ssc mais ,sans. ceS 

calmes e~ doux yeux de brebis que l'on ~oit souvent aux fill~s de la' 

terre; braves devant, le travail et les matern~s, mais craintive~o 
et timides devant i'étranger" (TA'p. 189). 

. ;', ' 

Far from bcing the typical 
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girl usual~ described in the traditional novel of the 
" " -- '- . --. ' . 
\~_- • ~~ "1 

w~ars brightllY ~010Ured clotqes àR~ dre'sses like "une 

soie artificielle" 0'IA, p. '19:0). 

la'~d; ,L:::.Ucinda _ 

dame. de ' 

th~ n;ve at It is ,even îÏul1lieJ in 
.. 

; 

she becomes a prost~tute in the city; a life far from that cf the idealized 
1 

Maria Citap6t\laine.1 ;- Euchariste' 5 son Ephrerro kno~s th:t he wi 11 
~''''1'' 0 ! .. 1 1 .. .J 

ne\rer posse~s the Mbi~an, farm and that is the principal "rt;ason for 

ohis leaving for th~ United States:c"J'su' 'PQùrtant ~as pour m'échigner 

su~:._la.terte qU'est,pour un Iilutre" (TA p~ 182). To try to prevent ' 
1 • 

. hi~ fto~ emigrating to the United. States, Moisan uses arguments 
~. 0 

whlch eeho, those of Lacombe a~d Gérln-Lajoie': ' 
.... • • 

Tais~toé! j'peux·pas craire que c'est toe qui par1~ 
de même. T'étai? pourtant là, au printemps, quand 
Monseigneur est venu dans la paroisse. ' Qu'est-ce qu'il-' 
a dit, Monseigneur? l' ~ dit que c~était n~us . . 

~autres, les habitants, qu'e~aienl les vrais eanayens: , .•.. 
les vrais hommes. l' a âit qU'un homme qu'aime la 
terre, . Cl est quasiment comme aimer l~ Bon Dieu qui L'a' 
faîte et qu'en prend,soin quand les hommes le méritent .. ~ 

:(TA pp. 156-157) -. ~ . 
Q ~ "1 ; 

Moisnn was 'never'pre~ented as a particu1al'ly religious 'man, 'but he 
1 • l 'l" • 

o 

,believes that 1!0 work on the land is to serve God, A~' S\.1therl'and .. 
~tes, the, purpose of life for Euchariste ,Moisan and John Ùliot "is ~ • 

" . 

.. 

not the purs\li t of comfort and ha~piness 'accordin~ to on,e 1 5 li.&hts, j' 

but ta fit into the design cclnditioned by th~ land, to 'fit into t~e . , 
~ . 

,di vine ordc.r. ,,37
1 

~Ioisan had never bcen oppos-ed to 'progress '.6 bu~~ now 
t' " 

that he sees hl~ childrcn leaving l)im and forgettin,g the values ,il 

attachJd ta the land and to the fami:lY' J1e,reverts torthe days ~h'en 
,~ ~ , 

n \, r .1 

he was a yo:ung and successful ·farmer. The only renson he favoured 

• .... "progress then wa~ ~o kocp his children on th~ farm. 'Unlike Maria 
" . 
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'''-- ! , " 
~Chapdelai!1e, ho.~evér, the new generation in Trente Arpents is deaf 

to t,he ancestral voice of QuebeC'j they dq hot want to i,gpore pTogress 
.. 

and'to remain' isolated from the rest of- the world, If' some,thlng 
- ;:f, '\('1-, 

better can be found away,from the land, cyen outside French Canada, 
1" 

r b ~ ., :> 

they do not hesi tate, to 'leave for the -ci-ty where they Are assured 
, , 

"thr-tle dbll.~r~ a clay lo" J~ 

The desert.ion of the land wo Id not be a' crime i? .. i1sel~ ~ 
t. 

if the yourl generation would remain in Qua .ec" and' keep their Ilncestr~l 
". ' -- -.:-.... ' 

.... .r , 
traùîtion~. What ,demdral,iz.es __ ~osan most i~ th'è" en.1Ùiration' of one of 

hi.s own son'6 tl) the U:1i te.:!. Sta~s: .. .... ,,~ 
r., 9... ~ 

Un Moisan désettài t le sol. le pays de Québec e't, tout ce 
qui 'était leu'r depuis to\,!jourk, paûr's'en alter vers 
l'exil tota.l; vers un trav~il qui ne $ernit pas cèlui de 
la terre~ ve:ts des 'gens qui.J1arlerilieJt l,In j'argon étrapgerj 
Vers des ville$ !~)fl~ines où Von ne c<imnaît p.! us , les 
'lois ni du ,cièl. des hotrunes. ~i du' ciel de Dieu, Ceia ... ·, 
l';1i cuisait,_ plus que' t?ut au monde;!' ',Jfo'f (TA p. 204) 
JO"" ~ ... t" "' 

By moving ta White Falls' and'by marrying an' Irish gi-;'l who dpes not ,1 

, s~eak ;renCh:'~nd who ~~i;es ~im o~; tWO:chUd';en: Ephrem' d~s' ~o:t 
.. • 6 If 

o.n1y the land, but ~lSo. the Qdemands of his very fafe" l~!)guaget an~' 

religiot;l, ' ,: ( l , .. , r" ',' ,'.. 0 

( 
It is the old tïmOrs who- 6es: ill~ ~rat~ ~he ra11caî" 

1 l, _, ," ..' lt 
" ... 

oppositlon be1!~een th~ ,past, and t't~ I?resent: f' ,1 • , " , 

-Les autres, clest pas dos hommes,> d]lsnicnt' los vieux. 
~ont le .pèrc Badouchc. Uc' mon" temps, on, pensait pas a " 
sien -aller aux l:1'ats,', On montait dans ,les terres 'nCuvo$, 
en plcl,!l bois t!ob6)ùt, avec un cheval et une hache;',,et au ,"J' 

0, bout de deux aRs,' il Y avai t de 'qùoi pour toute une" _ 
maisonnée, A clt'heure, les jeunesses pensent pus' qu'à 

" , 

" . 

sIen aller chez les Bastonnais, pendant qu 1 il y" a par {, 
icitt,e 'dlla belle 'et ,bonne terre à rien,fail'e'::,.~~ h 137), ,." io·' 

, l ' .... 

E~cha;i'Ste ," oW~-fàthenad 'g(Jn'~ to sett le new1 lands, and E\Ï'char~ste. 
, ." , " \, .~ 

<> ' 
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now himself an old-timer, still believes in this ideal.· It is now 

evident, however, that this old ideat of settling new land i5 

incompatible with the moder." industrial world which 1lf.fers the farm , 
'youth a regular salary and an exciting and comfortable life in the 

city. l 1. 

, t 

Euchariste Moisan, who syrnbolizes the 'old traditional 
(j 

values, cannot accept, as John Elliot ~ould no~, his children's ideas, ,. 
not even th05e of his son Etienne who is a true farmer and who will 

eventually succeed him. ~et, he himself had pleaded with his Uncle 

Ephrem to us~ modern methods on t~e fatm. The conflict between father 
) 

, ' 

and son is ~ntensified br the rapid introduction on th~ farm of technology 

with whlch old Euchariste is unable ta cope. Even though Etienne, 

representative of the new generation of ~armers goes on tilling the 

land, he rejects the traditional values attàched to it in French 
'1 

1 

Canada. Ile wa,nts ,to "free" himself from the aut~lOrity of the land 

by using modern technology. , But he still is a true farmer who, like 
, 

Euchariste .. clevotes his entire life ota it5 cycles. Although the 

new methods he adopts are for his personal welfare, he also wants 

ta better serve the land, his master. Etienne's love for the land is J 

the same as that, of hyather: "'Soumis aux choses, il était un vrai \ 

paysan pour qui de plus cn plus la terre était t~ut, plus que 

les siens, plus que so:i-mdme" CI~ p. 135). Etienne only wants 
j [ , 

to follow the modern trend which has reached the rural communities. 

Moisan, now an agecl farmer, cannot believe that the land is failing 

him, and he persis~s in going on as in the old days. Etienne, now adult, 

( , 
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,. 
-: 

wants to take possession of the land, this old Moisan land that he 

would saon inherit by right. The farm is èverything ta Etienne, --" 

and even though Euchariste might think that his ~on is ,trying to 

dispossess him, Etienne's first thought is for the land: ( 
f 0 

En v€rit€, Etienne ne songeait pas qU'il;ne s'agissait de 
~/ rien moins que de dépossMer son père; c'est à la terre 

qu'il pensait, refaisant après tant d'anné&s le raisonnement 
qu'avait fait autrefois Euchariste à propos de l'oncle 
Ephrem. (TA p. 244) { 

f 
1 

Over~ome with doubts about the many changes which Etienne 

initi~d ~n the farm, and realizing his incapacity io ~atisfy the 

land, Euchariste reluctantly accepts the fact that ~he must "give" , 

himselfri9tnd his farm to his son in arder ta assure the cont,inuity of 

the thitty acres. Ringuet implies that this sacrifice had been inevi-

table fromjthe beginning: 

Les temp~ avaient bien changé; et plws il avançait en 
âge, plus l'ère and,enne se parai i de doûceur et de charme. 
Il comlnençait à di re à son tour: "Dans le bon temps 1" 

, s'imaginant nafvement que le monde avait été jeune et' 
verdoyant quand lui-même était jeun~ et vert; 'et de même,' 
prêtant son d€clin et son inquiétude iaux années qui le . 
voyaïent caduc et mélancolique; sans se rendre compte 
jamais qU'il en avait, ét€ ainsi avant lui pour son oncle 
et, plus avant, pqur le père de son onclej tout comme il 
en serait dans ciqguante pou~ ses fils et, dans çent ans, 
POU! les enfants de ses enfants. CIA p. 253) 

Like N'ie l~ Lind~edt in Grave' 5 Settlers of the Marsh who "clung to 

the land" to find sorne mèuning in -life, so does Moisan who is now old 

and isolated -from his children. Uaving lived for t,he land,' having Q 

given himself without reservation to it, Moisan expects that the lancV /,~->"~'-"\", 

1 
'~ 

" 

, . , 

\ \\ 
will be his salvation: l,. 
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\ 
Il ne lui restait-que ~a terre;, mais la terre 6tait . 
il~muable et in;;ensible, sans tendresse comme sans com­
passion: Il eOt voulu sentir en elle une alli6e contre 
les gens et .1es choses ennemies; or il la trouvait. 
prête à multiplier le grain du méchant homme ... 
tout autant ,que' le sicn; prête a remplir la nouvelle 
g.range, la gra~ge cl' Etienne, des mêmes largesses dont 
elle avait si ,longtemps rempli l'ancienne. (TA p. 240) 

The death of, Uncle Ephrem at ~he beginnin~ of the nove l, ,when he was 

--~-

old and incapable of serving the land, stresses {hiS cruel ihdifference 

of the land towards i ts serf. Euchariste nad observed "la terre patiente, 

indifférente ~ la mort de celui qu'elle a nourri si longtemps et 

qui va descendre en elle"1 (TA p. 60). Louis Hémon had earlier observed 

this indifference of 

Chapdelaine the land 

the land fowards man's fortunes, but for Maria 

!emaine~ symbolic of the old idea1s of the 
, 

French Canadian race. Ringuet, however, suggests the unive~sal 
( 

tragedy of the farmer who makes the land and its natural cycles 
1: 

his "wHe," his sole pUTpose in life. Like Upc1e Ephrem, who died 

"sur sa terre, poitrine contre poitrine, sur sa terre qui n'avait 
\ 

pas consenti au divorce" (TA p. 58). Eucharis te will never be ab le 

ta live away from his land because, he has· lived his whole life in 

contact with it, and has adopted its rhythm. O~ce "les,espousaipes" 

are made with the land. the farmer is forever bound to it: Exi1ed . \ 

,inkWhite Falls, Moisan realizes that he ha~ lost ~verything; divorced 

from the land'- nothing has any importarycc for him: "En lui toute 

vigueur avait disparu maintenant qu'il n'avait plus contact avec 
o 

, la glèbe. . • . Ql!C lui .. resterait-il dé~rmais? Que de vivre inutile 
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L1.Jchariste Moisan suff'ers hOt.only his children rejecting 

othe authority of the land, but also their denial of tfle fundamental , 
\ 

values which had thus far pfeserved the farming communities in French 
• 
Canada, This denial is dramatically shown when h~, exi'led to th.e 

Uni ted 'States, is comparcd wi th other French Canadians who have now 
• II-

become Franëo-Arncricans. Eucllalliste represents 'those who remain 

fai thful to the land, to the pas't, and to the race; the other French 
\ 

Capadians are those who have lost to~ch with their past: 

Les autres parlaient du Québec un peu conuné on parle 
d'un parent éloigné dont on apprend avec plaisi! des 
nouvelles mais qu'on ne se dérangerait pas pour aller 
voir; qui est trop peu quelqu'un pour qU'on en puisse 
tirer fierté. (TA p. 293) 

- "-
Moisan is the only one ..among those city people to lIIiss hür, land and 

provirrce. Yet, Euchariste now has the kind of jo~ for which he 

once envied Willie Davi~ù: 'lUne belle job' pas fatigante. .. Tout 
, .. 
ce que vous aruez à faiJ::e ça sera de loafer en fumant 'vo' pipe" (TA p. 313). 

,But he is not happy; work for him is to work the land: 

travailler ,la terre, travailler avec la 'terre. C'êtait 
conduire les chevaux à travers les champs .. '. Lui 
qui n'avait jamais appartenu à personne qu'à la terre. 
qui était son uni vers et sa vie. , . . (TA p. 314) 

, 
Eu.chariste has made the land and i ts cycles central to his"H ving, 

. 
and away from them, he finds it impossible to Hye. He now sees , 

work on the land as tllc ideal wa~ of living. I~hcn his son Ephrcm 
1 

. \ 

is "laid offlt,from his work in u,lalllp factory, ft rci~forccs Euchariste's 

beliéf that the land guarantees 'a security. which the city cannat offer; 
9. \ . 

• in the city there is~uhemploym t and'economic depression/'but; the 

land always provides la terre, y a pas de 

.. 

" ' 

'l, 

. . , 
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, d~pres5ion ... l/' (TA p. 322)... However, the lefters he receives 

'from his son. Etienne refute his belie.f: 

La terre faillait aux siéns,la'terre -éternelle 
et maternelle' ne nçlUrissoj-t plus ses fils'. \ 

VElilà dance ce qui eJl1iétait du jour d'aujourd'hui. 
Sàr~ment la terre produisait bien encore de quoi 
manger . . . mais on avait voulu améliorer,) 
moderniser. . . • 

Toute la cHsc actuelle-- n'§tait-ellc pas le plus beau 
dément i il cette fausse idée de "progrès." 'Pour lui, 
E~chariste, la voie était claire: ... le retour au 
mode sain d'autrefof5; renoncer aux mécaniques "et 
vivre sur les trente arpents de terre en ne leur 
demandant que ce qu'ils pouvaient donner. (TA p. 323) - , 

For EUC;l~liste the land does not- provide for her children because the 

new fnnning methods have separa'ted the farmer frol:l his henl thy and 5piri- ~ 
. " 

tuaI link with the land. The new g.eneratJon i5 not willing ta be 
- 1 

~ , 
1eft behind and wants ta ta,ke advantage of modern tcchnology. 

r 

\ 

Furthe.r, 1 
only a retum ta the old ways will make the land generous and' fruitful 

as it had beén w~en he was farming it. But the old w~~s cannot'be 

restoredj Frènch Canadian rural communities will never be as they were 

before. The , Ringuet, howev~r, ends his novel on a. 'ipositive" note. 
. , 

stability of Jife on the 'land, and the uncertainty of life in thercity 
t-.. 

is emphasüed: ':D,s,?mmes différents ' ... une terre toujçlUrs la m@me" 

(TA p.' 328) •• 'A~l~Ugh French Canaqian rura~ communi ties will never be - . '" ' 
, 

what thc~ werc, the fmaster-slayc relationship bctwcen man and the 
, . . , , 

". 
land will always he the same. 

\ 

Ringuet in his ~reatment of the .land breaks sharply'with 

the preyiç~s tradition ,.t the "roman du terroir" in French Canada. Through 
, 

\ 
) 

, ' 

1 
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" 
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Moisan' 5 s.tory he was able to capture the ~ay of life in rural.com­

munitîes at the thrcshold of a ncw era. Like Grove, he' mànages to 

~~cord the ~ffect of the war ~n~ post-war years op rural communities. 
" 1 

Life is acce.lerated and nmde shallow, by the introduction' of. machines ;1 
1 > , 

\ 'such as motor cars and tr~tars. .,Moreover, the in(\vi~able conflict 

" 
between generations is intensificd; Moisan' s chi~dren, like ,John 

( 
Elliot's, totally reject the vafues of theiF father; none of them . , 
want to be subj~ct to the austere laws o( the land. Ilowever, Moisan' 5 

tragedy is more complete than rH liqt' s . Both are victims of a new 

te~mologicai world in which they are out of place, and both see the 
_. i. , , 

disintegration of their small rural commun~!y. For Moisan and for 
\ . 

Elliot this means that· the y cannot achievc their pat ri archal dream, but 

for Moisan. it is also, and mast importantly, t~e dying-out of his 

. " 
race. Ile sees his children becomi ng anglicizeù. and his grandchildren 

I~' 
unable to speak FrencH. The tragedy of ~uchariste Moi~an signifies 

the death of "la campagne '~ositaire de toutes les vertues poéti~ues, . 

patriotiques et relig~eusesJ [gu!7 assuraient le salut de la patrie 

d' l' 1 . d . dl' .,. .... ,,38 ans e temps et ce Ui e ,ses citoyens ans etermte. 

The land /' u,l'\tL recently, has always been important 

in French Canadian fiction. The tradition of the novel of thé land 

idealized the lanù and made it a symbol of happincss anù self-fulfillment, 

as well aS a symbol of national prosperity and su'rvival.' This ideology, 
1 

1 

it has bean noted, is central to novels such as Lacornbc's La Terre 

Paternelle and Gérin-Lajoie's~Jean IUvard. 
, 

Làberge's novel, La Scouine, indicated a new trend in . , 

, ~ 

" . 
" 



f" 

• 1 () . , 

o 

0/ 
t'l ' 

,f 

! 

? 

tT-'" • 

.. 

/ 

1 
" ,1 

1 .. 

96 

• the' French Canaùj.an novel pf the land. The ideology attached to the 
f, • 

. land ip earlier, novels w~~ strongly attacked in -La Scouine which if 
o ';f 

Ringüet, in 
, 

as pessimistic las previ~us novels haù been optimistic. 
1 . , 

Tren:e Arpents, altho~gh pessimis~ic too, es~ablished a bal,~jé 

between the two extrE!'lnes Dy objectively portraying the peasant 1 5 
'''J ' fi ( .. 

~ 1 

life and, his relati~nship to the land on the threshold of a new era. 
r 

Ringuet has his prôtagonist, EuchariS'~e tvloisan, believe that , t 
"la terre c'est J'a patrie!" but at the same time observes his petty 

selfishness andj egotism. Trente Arpents' ends the tradition of the 

nove~ of the }~nd in d·igni,ty. Never before had the land and the farm~r' s 
( 1 

lif~ been g~,~en su ch a pro'~ound. and enlightening anal~~sis. 
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PRAIRIE FICTION 
) 

Since the prairies were settled late in the nine-

teenth century, Prairie fiction reflects d-ifferent social concerns 
1 

\ 

frol]l those of French Cana,dian fiction: "The West of . .'. the 
l\ ' 

writer is essenUally a progressive extension of civilized forms~ 

of metropolitan culture, laws, art, myth, the city, the tra-

-
vel\er--all in te~sion with western reality of space, environment, 

primiti veness J and materialism. lIl Immigrants of various origins 

were transplanted from the Old World ta the new land, eager to . 

take root, beUeving that they could inde~ acHeve success in 

the New World. The dichoto~y betw~é'n t,he ~d World and the new 
, 

is further emphasi~ed in fiction br the introduction of modern 
\ 

farming maèhinery which almost coincided with the settlement 
. 

of the prairies and which forced new immigrant's to readju,st 

their values accordingly. Hence 1 Pra).rie fiction reflects 

a greater concern,wi~h the dichotomy of modern techno1ogy and ., 
man' 5 relationship 'to the land than does French Canadian fic-

tion. 

80th Laura SaI verson' 5 novel, The 'Viking" Heart, 

and Fredcriek Ni ven' 5 The Flying Years, pub lished in 1923 and 
,-

1942 respectively i attempt ta tèll in Biction the story of the 

Canadian West from early pioneer sett lcrncnts to the twent~'t.h !century. 
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't,. 

Al though nei ther Sai verson nor Ni ven are concerned with the land 
. 

E!:!.~. their' account, of the coming of the pion.eers to the prai rie~ 
1 

'incidentally tells. us' something of the immigra'nt' s state of mind 

" before his arrival in Canada, and something of the economic cortditions 

prcvailing in ~he Dld World at the time. The Fliing Years.spans 

the course of prairie development from,the 1850'5 to the 1900'5. It 

'is the story of a young Scot who. with his parents, sett"led in the 

Canadian West near lHnnipeg. Soon after their arrivaI. Angus Munro' s , 

parents die, ana he is left alone. Travelling farther west, he meets 

Sam Douglas, a fellow immigrant Scotsman who was in the country 

to make money and with whom Angus keeps contact throughout the novel. 

During his voyages, he meets and marri~s a young Indi~ girl, and 
" 1;)' 

later goes to Scot land with his friend 'Douglas who wants to raise" 
! 

• money to help establish the Western Trasport Company J his current 
, 

proj ect. This schefne having failed, Douglas returns to the Canadian 
,'-

West J but Angus, however, upon the receipt of a let ter informing 

him that his wife has died, decides to remain in Scotlan), and finds 

himself a pqsition as a' clerk in a bookstore, but just over a year 

later, leaves his job and retUr:1S te the prairies. Subsequently, he 

marries a white girl who bears a son who will later be killed in the 

( 

First World War-. The novel cnds with Angus Munroe' as 'an aged l'I!an . 

rcminlscing about the "flying years" of his lif(!, and and about the rapid 
, , 

growth of th~ prairies which, within a period of less than sixt Y years, 
, 

developed from a wilclcrncss to a fUlly,settled territory. 
, " 

Niven' s novel "is a document rather than a''1lover, which 
" 

1 1 
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. "' 
describes with admirable fidelity the development of-the West and 

2 sorne of the types who assisted in that development _ Il The Flying Years 

i llustratep the ~ne.redible spced at which the praiFie Cleveloped. 
, 

In the space of ~ single life t,ime, it transformed it~elf 'from ,a 
.. 

savage wilderness, fr9m buffalo hunting, to a settlèd and a p1'~sperous 
, .' ~t 

agricultural land. The novel unvei~s the primary steps in the 'settling 

of the new fronUer. Sam Douglas is 'typical of the pione~r entrepre-

" 
neurs that Isabella Valenc)' Crawford calls "smooth-c.oated men with .. 
eager' eyes. II,3 He ~arne to the prai>rie 'to build a new world, to 1 

1 

create a new society out of the wilderness. and to m~ke his fortune: 
, 

"1 'm thinking of the future, l 'm planning big. Il 
1 

Do you' know whal: f"m here fOt? . . . l 'lI tell you. 
This country is going to open up-to de.velop. What have 
we seen 5\ far? Buffaloes by- the hundred. . .". But con­
sider-fltfw' the buffalo are being killed off. They are 
no' just for the sustenance of the Indians now. T.he ' 
trijde thl}t has sprung up in their robes as ~hey caU 
these pel ts ..• is going to exterminate them:' and ... 
the railroad bui'lders down in the State§ are feedin-g 
the navvies on /buffalo ll'leat. Harle my 11Ords. Man, 
man, my mind is of the kind ~hat is aye just a jump 
ahead--maybe twa jumps. There' s going ta be cattle 
grazing on these bûffalo pastures befare "long. 4 

He i~ followed by the permanent agricultural settler' whose only 
o 

hopes for the future reside il; the new land. Both types of set tIer, 

although emigrating with different aims, share similar attit;,udes , , 

toward the f1ew land: it is the land of freedom, the land of opportu-
o 1 \ 

nit y wpere one can make his dreams come true. 

Angus and his family tYJ\ify the new agricultu:al: 

settl ers \ who, under social and economic pressures are forced fJorn 

\ 'if 
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their homelanùs. They envisage Canada as a lanù'of ple~ty. a place 

where they can start a new life: :: 
1 

Folk ate weil in the Canadas by aIl accounts, never there, 
as in Scotland, on the cùge of starvation. A man could 
kill his deer without by your leave of any, and there were 
crops othe~ than of poor oats and potatoes. There was 
even a sugar trcc! Now, therc was a land for you! 
Think on' it! Yes, there was a lot of talk of "the Canadas" 
before' they were, indeed, starte,d on their way thi'ther. (FY p. 11) 

Canada offered new settlers. the opportunity to free themselves from 
d " 

exploiting landlords by granting them free lands on which they would 

have a chance to begin a ncw life and yet remain loyal te their ... " 
, 
home land which woul.'d become for them what Niven caUs lia kingdom of 

the mind" (FY p. 14), a place they could look back ~o for spiritual 
1 

and intellectual stimulation. The new li fe, a new \future, was to be 

found in Canada: "That's just it, [1] would like to live in my own 

land, but l am becoming unfit~ed for it by reason of knowing this 
1 

one. l realize more clearly that 1 could never stay there. 

They are too conservative over there" (FY p. 90). The prair_~e is 

the "liberal land," the land free of the social inhibitions and 

r~strictions of the old world. 

lardscape 

the RockX 

Niven's mo~t vivid and'poetic description of 'the Western 

is il:~~Jrated through Angus' reaction to the 

mount~: Q 

sight of 

Something happ~ncd to him beyond his power to'express; 
something happelled, wordless, like music. As though 
the blue of the sky had run and, thickened roughly at the 
base, there lay the ranges, low in contrast with the' 
height of that space of blue but--he aware of how far 
,off they were--majestic in ~heir serene extent. They 
dropped away to south, they drop~ed away to north, as 
into a quiet eternity. . •. But he could not stay " , ' 



! 
" 

\' 
~ 
~ 

t , 
;; 
r 
" 
1 
r 
" 
f , 

, 0 

" .. 

o 
(' 

, 
1 

l, 

\ 
- -- s;-­

\ 

1 \ 

104 

there al! day, his spirit and t~e sighing of.-"tl}e .wind 
in the grass blcnding as sky and mou~tains bl~nt in 
that section of storm on the rang~s. (FY p. 311~' , 

cl 

Angus, like otiler expatriates tram his novcrty-sfrickl'!n homelailc., found 

the Prairie to be a land of plenty; figurativelY, a land of milk and 

honey, the Ptomised Land; perhaps even a N'ew Jerusalem: 

For Angus one ~f the great p1easures in the change from 
Loch Brendan was in the food. One never had to say 
here, "If that's my dinner l've had it!" They were not 
limitcd to potatges and them, perhaps, none too good because 
of a wet season. Fine trout could be fished, and aIl 
round about they could shoot the prairie chickens .. 
When Ian was reading the Scriptures a10ud one night 

• and came to the words Shall hunger no more, neither ) 
thi rst anymore, they meant to Angus the new land. (FY p .• 18) 

~ , 
'\ 

Douglas though not seeing it in quite these terms, sees it as a land 
.." a. 

of opportunity, a lanc;l to tlo be exploited and developed: 

l was just thinking that sorne 'day aIl these plains wi 11 
be what they caU smiling farms! Look at how the, land 
has been manured through ages by the buffalo. Look 
~at the grand, growing soil, man. It's too good for 
cattle, l'm thinking, a grand country like this. And 
when that day cpmes an insar-ance against damage to crops 
by hail~the way they have marine insurance a~d life 
insurance~would be ~ good thing. (FY p. 55) 

The prairie is the land Jf the future, the land of hope where aIl 
, \ 

Fr'" 

dreams are Rêrmissiqie. Douglas' vision of the future, however, 

is more 

sellin,g 

than "smiling farms"; he is th~ing of "big 

things such as coal to the farmers. 

/ 

money," of 

lbe contrast between the Oid World and its lirnited 
, 

opportunitics and the New World and the scope and freodom it offcrcd 

the young\_~s illustrated by Angus' realization a~ter his retum ,to 
". 

Canada that a li fe/ of servitude such as the one he had lived working 

. .----' 

as a c1erk in Edlmburgh, is no life for hirn: 

/ ' -
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The Ettrick establ'ishmcnt must have been ta him even 
more tedious than he knew, for aIl the while he was 
relishing his new life not only fat itself but for 
the escape i t gave lüm from aIl that may best be sym­
bolized as the,Wee Black Book. (PY p. ~4) 

Angus could not accept the rigidity of the establishment in the Old 

World and the pettiness of the '''Wee Black Book" in which was recorded 

his transgressions against the rules of his employer. Western 
p . • 

Canada represents a different world tQ which he returns to get "a 

cleansing from' the Ettrick establishment" (FY p. 69). The Prairie 

is a world where "there had always been a speU for him in that curve 

of ~ky over the space to west, as if with a still small voice it 

caIled him" (FY p. 26). The new land in The FIying Years is indeed-

the progressive land, the land of the future, and Scotland, the old .. 
world is relegated to being the "kingdom of the mind." 

SaI verson' 5 ,·The Viking Heart, .like Ni ven t s The Flying 

Years" is about early pioneer life on the prairies. The Viking Heart 

i5 the 5tory of the Halsson's who, after a volcanic eruption and the 

death of their only son, a~e forced to leave their home in Iceland. 

Under the influence of Canadian propaganda to encourage Europeans to 

immigrate to Canada, the Halssons immigrate and suffer the hardships 

,11 new iinlllig~ants had to endure. However, their' eldest daughter, 

Borga, escapes these hardships when she 15 employed by a succcssfui , 

,scttler near Winnipeg. She marries Bjorn Linda1, and together they 

raise a family and prosper on the land. T\owards &he end-of the nove~ 
their only son, Thor, is )illed i~ the war. Conveniently, and tritely, 

their grandson who is born soon after their 1055 bears th~ same name, 
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thus continu1ng theiP son' 5 life. The n~vel ends on an optimistic 
<, 1 

note and the reader 1s assured that the Lindals will live happily 

ever after. 

Despite the melodram~tic elements in the novel, Salverson 

does present a genuine ,ac'count of prairie ùevelopment. The immigrant 1 s 
i ' 

poverty in Europe, his forced cmigration, his disillusionment upon 

arrivaI, and his determinatio~ to 'succeed in ,the new country, are 

" described convincingly. At the opening of the novel, Car~, lIalsson's 

son, like Angus in Nivcnls novel, 1s demonstrably enthusiastic about 

what he has heard about Canada: 

1 

You should have seen the excitement! It seems there is 
50 much work in this country. there arenlt half enough 
people to do i t. And the wages! A fortune in a year or 
two, $orne say. . And the thing,s they raise! Corn . 
and garden truck! ... think of it, papa, and us here in 
this burned-out country with only patches of green here 
and field after fteld of lava and basaIt. 5 

. \ 
According to SaI verson , prospeétive immigrants were in fact lured 

, 1 

to Canada by sueh misleading propaganda. In her autobiography, 

co~sions of an Immigrant's Daugilter, Balsson enColfnters "an 
/ 

immigration ag~nt who was enthu~iastically selling Canada to Ice-

landers" : 

"Think of it!" said the gentleman. "Over there, any 
able-bodied man can instantly fincl lucrative employment 
in the city, or, better still, taie aclvantage of the 
generous homcstcading grant, which makes"him the owner 
of a tract of land of such fcrtility as is undrearne'el 
of in barren Iccland. As to the other avenues of wealth­
weIl!" Ilere the agent laughed significantly. He really 
didn't dare enlarge upon the possibilities for no 
one would beHeve him. 6 

By such means~re myths created! This land of milk land ~oney 
1 

presumably offered unlimited opportunities ta the immigrant, and 
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was particularly appealing to those who faced near starvation in 

their homeland: 

So unproductive,were the fisheries that large numbers of 
people were rendered destitute and were on the verge of 
starvation. It was with relief and a high hope before , 
them that these peQple listened to fabulous stories of 
the Great Canadian West and fell victims to tpeiexagge-
rated promises he Id forth. (VH p. 22) 1 . - -" 

To the oppressed people of Icc1and this new Jand did indeed seem to 

be the Promised J,an'd, a 'New Eden. 

According to Sai verson, however, the fabled land fell 
1 

far short of its promise. Altlrough the journey of the immigrarits 
,I 

down the river to their destination is described in a romantic 

tone, their arrivaI at- the "immigration sheds" and their ,w,eIcome 
, . 

there was no entry into Eden: 

"Wc got to get rid of this.; bunch," he [the, immigration 
ageIlf7 grumblecl, "before the rest get here." 
. . . Borga sat between her mother and her little sister 
on a grimy ben"ch against a grimy wall. Abouti t~em 
tobacco smoke and stale air swirled in snake-like 
wreaths. Chiidren cried and called for bread. Men and 
women rushed about nervously with the terrible, tense 
energy of caged animaIs: . .. Altogether the place 
\l'aS hideous, humid with the heat and· the indescribable 
oùor of humani ty. (VH p. 32) _ ' .1 

The immigrant could do nothing about such conditions "being conscious 
1 

that beggars may not be choosers" (VH p. 31). What immigrants had 

conceivcd as thcir New Jerusalem, "the ncw hcaven and the new 
.'-< , 

earth ... whcre ,all was peace and blessing and 'where that lI~gh 
A 

One, who is over all will rnake his home to watch and ward his 
, 

children / . . ." (VU p. 39), proved to be a desolate and harsh 
! 

land where one would have to strive for mere survival. The~new 
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1 
:#toked very little like a New·Jerusalem to Einar, 

and Guùrun, when 1 in company..xi th s~veral other fami 1 ies J 

they sought in vain a' dry spot on wlHch ta maki:! a tempo­
rary'home. After wandering hopeiessly ... Einar found, 
half-hiddcn in a clump of spruce, a deserted hut--a frame 
of logs without roof or dQors, containing three feet 
of water In~lace of a floor and innocent of windows. 

The nightstere getting bitterly cold. . . . So, into 
this shelter pf 10gs Einar thought it best to bring 
his unfortuna'te· fami-l-y-unti-l· -some-thlng better eould be 
built. He pile~ logs and brushwood together and made 
of them',a' sort of raft, in the hut upon' which he laid 
the fami1y T~ supply of bedding. . . . (VII p. 40) 

Even after they were settled in whatever huts they were able to 

build, they were always under the threàt of "the ever recurring . ~ 

epidemics of measles,_ chicken-pox, searlet fever, and bronchial 

pneumonia. . . ." (Conf. p. 49). Their isolation and the harshness 

of the climate often made it difficult for medieal aid to reach them. 

I~ is interesting to note the similarities between 

Borga' s parents in The Viking Heart and Maria' 5 parents in ~1aria 

Chapdelaine. Borga's mother,like Maria's mother, is a hard-working 
~ 

and devoted wife and mother.' Both women are strong and capable, and 

both are faithful and devoted women who follow their husbands"·wliêrever 

they went. 

own mother: 

In this respect Borga's mother is much like Salverson's 

Whcn 1 wus tl baby shc D'a 1 verson' 5 mothcf7 had 'fo Ùowcd 
papq ta MinncsQta whcrc they ware no sooner settled 
and the owners 'of a noat little house, than ih~ wander­
lust struck again. nlis time it was the shccp ranch in 
Dakota that lured my poor father. Once again she 
had followed without complaint. : .. (Conf. p. 194) • 

Borga's father, like Maria's father, is a restless pioneer who, 

once his lanù is c!eared, continuously moves to unsettled are as to 

f 

, . 
f: 
.', 

" 



1 

f 
{" 

o 

\ 

1 
! 

--
\ 

\0 
\ . \ 

109 

begin again. They both represent the adventurous t~pe produeed by 

1:{he frontier, whieh contrasts with the tiller type as represented, 

111 ~y Borga' s mother, Mother Chapdelaine, Euchariste Moisan, John (Ü Hot,; 

and Abe ~palding. ,l, 
1 

SaI verson' 5 The Viking Heart and H;émon' s t-laria Ç~apde-
/ 

laine ". have mu ch in common. Bath create the same illusion of-
1 

reality; both are suffused with a kind of idyllic charm whieh tends ta 

soften harsh outlines. • . .11
7 Both novels, although idealistie in 

tone, nevertheless render an aceount of what pioneer life was like in 

- French and English Canada. Hémon, however, must be credi ted wi th being 

more objective in his description of pioneer life. His/noveI has 
1. ~? 

a sustained reaIism not found in The Viking Heart. However, The 

yiking Heart, when eompared to the French Canadian fIction preceding 

Maria Chapdelaine, can be cons(dered Objecti~e and realistic. 

Robert J.C. Stead's Grain gave a new direction to 

Canadian prairie fiction. Although Stead had written many novels 

before 9rai~ none approximated the reulistic approach ~adoPted in 

this novel: 

Stead's 

It is possible that for years before he started on the 
manuscript of 9rain he had determined to try his hand , 
at a novel of permanent value, and because the farm life 
of his boyhood was the life he knew mast intimately, it 
was a novel ,fn this sctting thut hc"had in mind ..•. 
Grain, thcn~ is s~Gnificant not only for what it is in 
itsclf b~t for the aet of courage that it i~vol~ed. It 
rncant Stcaù '5 turning his back on the casy succcss he had 
already' achieved and venturing on something mor~ satis­
fying to hirn personally, in which no success--critical 
or popular--was guaranteed. 8 

gre~test ~ontributiQn in Grain was his'intimate knowledge 
... ---;r 

of the farm and his willingness ta believe that",farm life contained 
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, e'lements which çould produce interesting and serious fiction 

"of Bermanent value." The novel differs significantly from previous 

prairie fiction. 

TIlere is in Ste:.ld 1 s 110ve 1 R se)lse of NJ.li ty and authen-
e 

ticity new ta prairie fiction, and for that reason one would almost 
\ 

be tempted to classify him as the first realist of prairie fiction. 

However, to use Ricou' s expression', his realism "remai,ns in the rea~m 

of decorous realism. ,,9 Although Stead' s novel is not didactic as 

the early French Canadian hovels of the land were, his style often 

reminds us of early idealistic writers such as Lacombe and Gérin-Lajoie. 

In his poem "The Prairie" Stead depict~ the land as being the all-gene-

~nd fertile mother: 

Where wide as the plan of creation 
The Prairies str~tchrever away 
And beckon a broad invitation 
To fly ta their bosom and stay; 
Tb,e prairie-Hre smell in the gl'Oaming­
The water-wet wind in the spring-- . 
An empire untrod for the.roaming~ 
Ah! this is a life for a king!IO 

Grain _deals witA pion:~r life in Western Canada. It 1s the story 

of Gand'er Stake and his family li vi'ng 'in a prai He communi ty of the 

1890'5. 1t records the changing patterns of prairie life, the 

.j.ntroduction of modern tcchnology qn the farm, and the impac_t :of the 

war in'prairie farming commu~ities. The changing attitudes of the~' 
1 

new ieneration and the weakening of family tics is il~strated by 

Jackie who leavcs the land, to move ta the city. His attitude 1s 

simil'ar ta Ephrem Moisan in Ringuet' 5 Trente Arpents when he says: 
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"Dad, l' m doing a man' s work and 1 think 1- oughot to get 'a man' s 
\ 

pay .. 1 ain't no kicker, but 1 20uld get thirty dollars workin' 

., 11 
on any other farm 'round here, anù not work any harder, either." 

He, too will not stay on the l.and ',rfil",he can find something better in the 
. . 

city. After a sex~@.l adventure with Cal's sister, from which a son 

is born, he doe~ not hesitate to abandon his responsibiliyies, and 

leaves it to Cal to take care of the child. Minnie too turns her 
, 

back on the farm: "l'm fed up,' she announced one night after milking 
1 -

her eight ~ows as usuaI. '1 'm through. There must be something in \ 

Ufe besides cows, and l'm going out to find it'" (Grain pp" 134-135); 

she refuses to toi! around the farm as her moth~r did. She later 

marries Cal, a university graduate, who pJans,to earn a living 
;> 

"by writing for magazines" A:Grain p. 188). Gander represents the 
" ~ 

segment of thé you~g\J generation that remains fa~thful to the land. He 

). 1 h' " , d h h b d' f 1" h reacts strong y to 15 slster 5 an er us an 5 way 0 l~lng; e 

refllcts that ". . . although the whole country was a-rush with seeding 

..operations, they [Çal and Minni~ li ved in a disgracefully leisurely 

fashion, remaining in bed until seven i~the mQrning and spending 

hours sitting by the lake or rambling through the tree.s on the little 
/ 

estate. There were times, it is true, when h_e found them at work-

C~l dictating and Minnie p~unding hbr typawriter, but thcsc ware rare 
\ 

-occasions; mostly thcy seerned to have nothing to ùo" (Gruinopp. 188-189). 

The subtle infi! tration of modern technology in farming 

communities is a1so witnessed ïn Grain. Rather than protesting 
~ 

against this T'lCW tecl\noldgy', Jackson Stuke takes full advàntage of it, 
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and sees ~ as lia world of great acti vit Y and accomplishment. ,,12 

After he had established himself J hé welcomed modern machinery to 

make other improvements on his farm J and to extend his fanning! 

. Jackson enlarged his stables and barns; abandoned 
the twenty-acre field idea to the broad meàsures of 
the west J and now farmed his land by quarter-sections; 
abandoned the fourteen-inch single-furrow walking plough 
for two-and thrce-furrow sulky gangs; abandoned the' 
broaùcast seeder the dise drill J and the six-foot binder 
for the èight; abandoned the g~~in sack for the bulk 
system of handling wheat; abandoned the oid horse-power 
threshers whose metallic crescendo sang through the frosty 
autumn mor~ing of the 1880'5 for the steam and gasoline 
of the twentieth century. (Grain p. 41) 

Jackson Stake's attitude is representative?f the opening praiTie 

for he is "j,1ut one unit ln a hundred t,housand" (Grain p. 41). 
'" 

In spite. of his factual realism Stead often tends to 

picture the land idealistically. 
~l " 

As a chlld, Gander believed "that 
, 

aU the fruits of the field were given to man fot his s,ubsistence" 

(Grain p. 23) .• That Stead is much like Gander in his view of the 

land is hinted at by A.T. Elderin a discussion of Steadls realism: 

Although Stead has been praised by ail his critics for' 
hisl realism : .. it 1s a limited realism. The details 
are accurat~, but car~ully selected, and despite 
occasional references ta the hardship of life on the 
prairies J the privations of the settlers are·submerged 
in a generally buoyant tone. 13 

Although the land is basically bcncvolent in Grain, there is. no 

su\ggestio~'l that it i5 ovcrflowing wi th milk and honey. The author 

seems to imply that whcn obcyed the land brings ultimate reward, but 

not wi thout struggle. In the threshing operation the result is 

"chaff and straw and IHrtr-and sorne grain!" (Grain p. 103). Minnie 
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sees this as symbolic of the life of the farmer~ 

"1 have often thought life is likc a thresher, 
pour,ing out. its cloud of straw and chaff and dust, 
and a little grain. A little hard, yellow, golden 
grain, that has in i t the essence of li fe-, Gander!" 

/ 

i . 
(Grain" p. 204) 

The grain is what is most important and worthwhile but it is not' 

gle~ned ea~i1y or 'witheut waste. " The ul timate !ew~rd may be gai~~d 

only imperfectly or after hardship, but the vi~ion of it lessens tlle ,. 

importance of the harsher side of the struggle: 

The growing impact of modern technology on the farm 

" . can be seen in Gander who "was a farmer born and bred" (GraIn p. ,40) , 
\ 

1 • 

and wl~ose "instincts were rooted deep in the soil" (Grain p. 79), 

p. 98). As a boy on the farm, Gander ha~ a sense of being at home 

in his envi ron~ènt i skating on the lake, his figure .was "a pathetic 

suggestion of loneliness •. Yet, Gander was not 10nelYi never 

in aIl his days on the farm and the prairie did Gander know the 

pang of loneliness. This was his native environment i he was no more, 

lonely 6n these prairies than is the èoyote or the badge\r" (~p. 56). 

Gander's pride in 'and admiration for the machine is responsible for 

his graclually becoming out of harmony with the land. Like Euchariste 

Moisan,! he is caught between two worlds" two sets of values. Like 

Moisan, he at first enthusiastically accepts modcrfl technology on the 
"/li , 

farm. but realizing simultaneously ti16t his accc}Jtanc~ ::tlters tJle 

ideal relationship of man and the land. As Ricou argues, "the 

reflection, in Grain, of the growing mechanization of prairie 
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agriculture points to the curious irony that as man gains increasing 

l 
" 

l'Id) . h h h 1 h b contro over 115 plyslca enVlronment t roug tec no ogy, e ecomes, 

14 in 'the pages of fiction, increasingly out of harmony wi th the land." 
, 

The advcnt of the First Wor'ld War heightened Gander's 

conflict with modern technblogy and was responsibl7 for his eventual 
\ 

departure from the land, His reaetion to the ,news of the war mirrors 

that of farmers bath vil the ~'raïri<,)s !llid ia Québec: .. 
In aIl this it is not ta be g~nted that Gander 

fJ. was essential1y less patriotic than other young men 
who responded ta the calI. . . . After aIl, the war 
was away in Belgium or sorne such place, which was in 
Europe or Asia or sorne sueh place. Gander was not 
very sure of his gcography, ,but of this much he was 
sure, that the Atlantic ocean lay between, and the 
British Navy'ru1ed the Atlantic ocean, so what was there 
ta worry about? (Grain p. 106) 

Gander, like John Elliot, Abe Spalding and Euchariste Moisan, does 

not feel concerned about the war. However, the war and its impact 

force him ta re-evaluate his life and ta adjust ta new values. 
• .ù 

His confliet with Jo Burge, who wants hirn ta enlist, 
• 

reflects the internaI confliet he has ta face with the growing 

influence of modern technology on the farm. Gander's love for Jo 

has been equated throughout the novel with his love for machinery: "If 

the thought of Jo Burge could make Lri~ heart quicken its beat, 
. 

50 tao could the prospect of firing a steam engin"e" (Grai~' p. 98). 

~ander's first love, however, is for the machine, and running one 1 

gives him a thri11 that Jo Burge can not match: "Jo Burge? This-this 

power-this mighty thing that sprang at his touch-this was life!" (Grain 

,. . 
:,,\*~~';' , ~," 

, 

1 
1 

1 

" 



; . 

, 
1 
1 
1 
l-

I Ct , 

o 

o 

( 
Ill) 

p. 101). With the wa,r, his relationship with Jo, as his relationship 

wi th the land, became "too i ll-defined ta admit of very c1ear . , 
thinking" (Grain p. 104).' Gander h~d not seen a rival in Dick, 

a neighbouring farmer who is going to marry Jo, ~ as he had not seen 

a rival in the machinery which is responsible for his ulti~rtely 

leaving thp lnnd. 

After Jo is married, Gander realizes that "Jo had been , 
1 

his, but had slipped awayll (Grafn p. 142). In arder to, escape an 

impossible relationship with Jo, whom he still loves, Gander , 
escapes. to' the city. Although Gander is a farmer "born and bred,,11 

hi,s increasing pride iry farm technology is the cause ror his bèing 

" 'out of harmony with the land. He remains faithful to the land, but 

his bond with it, like his ,relationship with'Jo, has become impossible, 

,and he moves to the city to work as a mechanic in a garage. 

Robert Stead gives a relatively good analysis of the 
o ,. 

farmerls problems in a fast changing,world, but his novel in the 

final analysis lacks the psychological depth which characterizes 

Martha Ostenso's Wild Geese. 

Wild Geese is the story of Caleb Gare, a mplevolent 1 

figure of tyranny and greed who dominates his wife and childrerr with 
, 

the knawlcdgc of h~s wife's bastard. child, Mark Jordan. The only 

redeeming character in the novel is the young school.tcacher who 

lives in the Gare household. The novel enùs on an optimistic note 

with the death of Caleb Gare and the freeing of his wife and children 
, 

fro~ hi~omination. 'AIt ough Ostpnso and Stead ~re bath writing 
1 

irie life, they do so from two different 

points of view reality. The chief characters in both 
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l , 

novels are tlle I}l~mbers o~ fann f~mpiès, atièl Caleb Gare is just as, 
" 

materially sùcces"sful, at farmiRg as" jackson Stake '" 

, , At t~e 0l?enihg of, the noyeI,' Ostenso takes -lÎtu~h. ~h~ ,~. ,0,' 

/' /. . / 

same view of. the land a~d of tn,e.f~,èrÎ9 worl~:as Laberge"ha,d .. take.n:·::-·· .. 

, in La Scouine . ,She establishes Caleb Gare as "-a sp-iri tuaI ~ounter ... '. . . 
part of the la'nd J as harsh, as" demanding, as tyra~nidal as the, ~ry' . 

-.. .-. 
,,15 soil from which he drew'his exist'ence. Lind'Aoche~, the scho'ol , 

" . 
teacher, rightly .flf,elt that the r~gid routine of the farm was imp'osed 

, ~ f .. 

~ , 

frO/1).~happen·i~g" 'ÔfG p. 34)', 
... 

by Caleb, to keep anything out of the ordinary . . () ~ , .. 
~ 'a .. 

~ 

brmer 'to adj,u~t his, ~ife ta her ~çycle of 
. 

the seasons, Caleb famUy· to hi,s will: "C.aleb was' '. . . 
the clock by whtth the ~amily woke,,~te, and movedu (WG p. 56), 

~,~ ~. ,--"-' \ \ 

The Gare family, ."li v!Î.ng only' for 'the' eaÎ'th, ~rid the~ pro~uct of""'th~' 
, , .. <D,' d 11" f • 

soil," are describ~d' as . being • "m4eagte ,; and ~Q;l'~_d:l. 'CWG p.:' 224), l'ike 

" 

Laberge" 5 fa~er in Là Sco,uine ~ a~,? in gotl\ novels the ·land is 

equally harsh and demanding: !Io .. - • 

... 
\.l ' J l 

Lind Archer senses the nè~~tiv~ force whièh works 
" 

through the land:. , ~ 
.• 

'\" ." , .J ~. "t. _ 

" And then in a m~merit, she wasJ''Ûv,e''rwhe Imed by her he Ipless- < 

ness against the intahgible, thing that held them LJhe Gaieji 
there, slaves tb the 1ànçl. :.It ex'te.nde.d farther back than 
Caleb, this power,' a}th·q.ûgn if'workcd through him, (I~G'p, 38) 
.' , -

Somehow \h,e land Jestroys .. the. ~eople who live .on i t. ~ Mark Jordan says: 
. 

. Think of the difference, ther~ would be' in the outward 
characters of these people if ~he land didn' t sap all 
their passion and sentiment. (WC p.' 78) , 

~I • ..,_ 

.. 'i)' "' ... . ' ~ 

And Lifid Archer echoes his stâtement: "ThêÎ'e' s no f~elin~ left after 
" 
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the toi! and the live stock have taken theiT share" (WG p. 78) 

There iS)little sense of joy i~ the labour that was 

found in Grain. 'Work seems meaningless and deadening: 

Work did-not destroy the loneliness; work was only a fog 
in which they moved 50 that they might not see the lone-
liness of each·other. • 

Days came whéh the loam was black anà rich with rain. 
Judith and Martin, being the strongèSt of the workcrs 
under Caleb Gare, carried the soil's heavicst burden: ' 
Judith mounted the seeder and wove like a grëat dumb 
shuttle back and forth, across the rough tapestry of the 
land. .In the adjacent field Martin worked with the 

'bowed, unquestioning resignatio~ df an old unfruitful 
man. (WG p. 33) 

The rewards of the land are not appreciated, and the joys of the 

seasons are not felt. As Fusi Aronson says: 

HeDe the spirit feels only what the land cau brin~,to 
the mouth. In the spring we know only that thereJis 
coming a winter. (WG p. 31) 

Ostenso, however, is more obj~ctive than ~aberge had 

been in La Scouine. Although through Caleb Gar1 and his family s~e 

presen~he farmet' 5 world in a11 its selfishness and greed, she 

balance's :i~i~h more "n0I'!1lal" fami~ies, such as the Bjarnasson's 
\ 

who are happy ~nd ~ho form a united family. Their household is the 
( . 

extrelRe opp6site of the Gare's: 

L~ke a welçome, its western windows were aflame with 
lignt from a red sun. . . . Tho immaculate kitchen 
had a warm, good sme 11, like cinnamon. The f14:>or 
was white"as bread. On it '~ere round"braided rag 
mats of bright, clear colours./ (~G p. 44) 

Similarly, in s~me instances not connected with Caleb, the land is 
, 

fi , portrayed as not being harsh and cruel. If the work on the Gare f~rm is 

soul-destroying, it is not because of the land, but rather because of 

... 
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Calëb who makes it 50. Martin wonders why Caleb will not take on 

extra help at haying time: "It was his idea, apparently, ta blind . . 
them al! with work-an extra man would gi ve them time for thinking, 

1 

anddr.eamïng" (WG p. 142). 'Wh~ killed Fusi Aronson's brother was 

not the blif:zard, wh'ich is part of the cruelty of nature, but the ~act 

4 ~ " that Caleb refused to glve him shelter. The rain storm toward the end 
• 1 

- of the" novel is made even more frightening because of Caleb' s atti-

tude towards it. Judith says: 
, (i 

111ere' 5 gÇ>in' ta be either a cyclone or hail, or both­
and he thinks that by his not letting it come, it won't 
come. SA he leaves the Iambs in the pasture. (WG p. 130) 

1 -

Caleb represents "the force which attracted man to the 

West, ~e,desire of each individual, ta become self-?upporting on the, 
., 1 1 l' 

land he .o~ns himself." 16 Like' many farmers who had immig~~ted to the 

l'lest, Caleb is aware of the "unlimited opportunities" offered by 
~ \'l'''4~ 

the prairies 1 and he begins fa ,see him~eIf as 'the Master of his . 

universe: 
, ", 

Caleb felt a glow of satisfaction as he stood', tliere tm " 
the ridge peering out over his land until the ,-,tast -light . 
had gone. 1 He could hold aIl this, and more -add to it: 
year after year- and to his herd of pure-bred Holste!ns " 
and his ~rove of horses- rais~'more sheep ..... <exp·eriment, 
with turkey anù goose for the("wïnter market$ '1)1 the 
south- (WG p. 19) .:: :",. ",' 

- ~.. \ 1 

, . 
In his obsession', Calcb---i:s-..unàwarc of and indifferent to liis " / • 

surrouJtdings; the 1~~ and it.S-~:~'tlUCC bcco~c his only G:d: ,'~ 1 .' 

~. . .' 
./~ ./ Whilè he was raptIy considering- the tender f~eld of 

r '.. -- flax-now :Ln blue flower-Amelia did not exist to him. 

,; 

• 

There was a transcendent power in 'this blue fie,lâ·or\.. 0" 

flax that ·tif.~ed a man above the petty~ ~rtifices of bitth, 
life~ and death. It was more exacting, even, than an 
invisible God. I,t deinanded not only the good in hiÏn, ' 
but the evil, and the in~iffere!1ce. (WG P: 119) l' 
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The land for Caleb Gare, as for Euchariste Moisan, becomes more 

important than anything else. He i~ just as much a slave to it as 

his faritily are slaves to him. He sees the fru,its of the earth, his 

field of flax, rather than the land itself, as a divinity: "Articles 

on' its cultivation had become to him the \Vord of God" (WG p. 101). 
1 

The folly of submitting to Caleb can Ibe seen» Ellen 
/ 

and her rclationship with him. Ellen does exactly what she is told 
D 

to 40 simply because Caleb tells her to: 

The contorted sense of loyalty that had been inbred in 
Ellen had overrun every other instinct like a choking 
taîgle of weeds. She reasoned only as Caleb had taught 
her to reason, in terms of advantage to the land and 
to, him. (WG p. 72) 

Her suffering which is the result of her instinctive obedience is 

presented as meaningless, and it only makes her bitter, resentful, 

and incapable of feeling joy. Her poor eye-sight is symbolic of 

her 'blindness': 

Ellen wore silver-rimmed glasses that were not originally 
prescribed for her. As a result the pupils of her eyes 
were always dilated and strained, the lids reddish and 
moist. (WG p. 12) 

Ellen does not see the worl4 cle~rl~ and by wearfng distorting 
• .r-

spectacles because Caleb will not provide h~r with proper glasses, 
1 

her-myopia is aggravated rather than alleviated. In this way Ostenso - , 

indicatcs'the fo~ly of S'Ubmit~ing to.Caleb. a~d in'dOjng 50 i!llplics 

that Calcb docs not live in ha~mony with the land .. 
.. <> <_.II. .,. 

Ironically, only J1..!-aith, who is very much a part of the 

land will not submit, to Ça,leb 1 s will: "she recognizeJ' in herseIf . 
\1 

• 0 

an alien spirit. a'~iolent being Ç>f dark impulses, in no way r~lated 
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" 

to the lite about her" (WG p. 90). This, is perhaps best illustrated 

in a scene where she "took off aIl her ~lothing and lay flat on the 
\ 

damp ground with the waxy feeling of new, sunless vegetation under 

her" : 

Oh, how· knowing the bare earth was, as if i t might have 
a heart ':and il mind hiùden here in the woods. The fields 
that Caleb had tilled had no.tendcrness, she knew. But 
here Was something forbiddenty beautiful"secret as 
one' $ own boùy. ,And thçrc wa's' :sombth.ivg bcyonù" this . 
She could feel It tn thé ·frecness of the air, in the 
ùepth ofe the earth. (WG p. ,53) 

o 1. 

! 

Judith rejects the authority of the land and flees to the city with 

her lover Sven. Sven too' reje'cts the land and hàs a:.different concept 

of work on the farm: "'Farming,is my idea of nothing to do, on a place 
, , 1 

like ours, anyway. Had a real job in town--brick layin'. .. Goo'd money. 
1 

'l' 11 just get m-. to seU the place and go back. . . ." (WG p. 94). 
" 

" J 

Caleb, in his own way, rem~ins f,aithful to the Jand. 'He had shown 

-
his 'spiritual alliance with the harsh land when he had refl~cted that 

Judith "would have to be broken. She owed him something --owed the 

soil something" (WG p. 21), 

Caleb's desire to ,dominate everythin~ and everybody, 

is however responslble for his ultimate downfall and'death. Talking 
, 

'to ~alcolm, Ellen's suitor, Caleb says:, 
o '\ 

"Wc aIl get fooled somctlmc or other. eh, Malcolm? 
All get fqoled sometime! II~ch!1t 
There seemed to be some special ~ronical 
significance in his laughter. (WG pp. 134-135)-

Caleb. himself gats fooled into believing that he can be an absolute 

mas ter of the land and of his family. He •. like most of Grove' s 
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protagonists, is responsib1e for the w'ithdrawal and isoIaqon of 

each member of the family. It is through this isolation of eath 
\ 

member of the family that the render bccomes aware of the "unmeasurable 

Alone surrounding eacl~ sou'!" ~WG p. 47). This theme of loneliness, 

. 17 
suggests S.G. Mul1ins, is central to the novel through other 

characters who are not subject to Caleb's tyranny. Lind, the school 

teacher who is the only note of brightness in the Gate 'house,hold, i5 

a1~o in search of freedom and happiness, symbolized by the wild geese. 

She hears "the trailill~ clangour of the wild ~eese. Their cry srnote 

upon the heart like the loneliness of the uniyerse . . . a magnifi-
, 1 

ficieryt seeking through solitude--an endless quest" (WG p'. 47). Mark 

Jordan, her lover, aiso feels 10nely, with a "cold feeling of belonging 

r.owilere ll (WG p. 49), and he too sees the wild geese as a sign of 
1 

hope and, freedom: '" Wild gees,,' he said aloud. 'They sound as if 

they know, something about being aIone'" (WG p. 49). 

Taken in 'the context of prairie fiction and of the 

Western ,canadian myth, the search for freedom characteri .. s the hopes) 

of immigrants who came to the prairies to start anew. The first ~ 
1 

impression of Borga and her family in The Viking Heart is to notice 

that Il'Phere was a wild freedom about the unt'ramllJ.elled prairie, 

romance und lonclincss ln the wiùc swecp of sky" (~'p. 36), Similarly, 

the characters in Wild Geose seck for the samo freedom: "hcre was the 

prairie, spare as an empty platter. The sky above it aIl was 

blue and tremendous, a vast country for proud birds that were ever\ 

on the wing, ,seeking, seeking" (WG p. 112). 

Caleb in his selfishness and passion for the land will 
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never be able to achieve--or even to realize--any kind of freedom. 

IHs only interest, Îike that of Abe Spalding Ilis entirely in his 
\ 

o~tbuildings, his land, his crops , his stock, and in the adding of 

field to field and farm ta farm in his insatiab1è cravi~g to extend 

his ownership.,,18 

At the end of the novel, Caleb dies in a fir~ that , 
destroys his field of flax. As ~Iark Jordan observes, l''The only thing 

he cared for c1aimed him in the end III (WG p. 239). Caleb "had given 

<" 

his soul to, the flax ... [jir[j weIl, it would go with him. The 

earth was closing ice-cold, tight J' tight about his body ... fsiêl but the 

flax would go with him ..... [sic7" (WG p. 237). Caleb's cruel fate 

is reminiscent of mâny other protagonists of the novel of the land 

"who seek nothing more than material wants" and who therefore. remain 

slaves to the land.
1g 

Euchariste Moisan also devoted his ·life to 
-Q • 

the land and is ultimately defeated. He too had his barn destroyed 
. . 

by fire thus 10sing a year'!> barvest that he had stored in his 

selfish desire to make quick money. 

Caleb Gare, like many of Grovels protagonists,ignores 
, 

the more important elements of life, suc~ as love and understanding, 

to devote his whole life ta the land, ta make his mark on the prairie. 

His attemp't to dominate the land and the worlel outside himsel f, is the 

ultimatc tragcdy of the novel. lIence, the moral lesson of WUd Gecse 

is that selfishness and greed is ~esporiSible for the farmer.' s ultiinate 

defeat by the land, his 
"'~ 1 

family and himself. 

Grove consciously set himself:the task of ~xpTessing 

~~ ~~._I'lI.~~"'''''''''''_'' _ .... ~ __________ _ 
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life of the prairie in fictio~al form. Aithough he claimed that his 

first aim \'fas to'" describe "the age-oid confIiet between human clesire 

and the stubborn resis~ance of nature, ,,~~ he a1so succeeded in show-

,ing that the materialism of the farmer is inimical to man's ideal 

relationship with the land, his fellow man, f1'\l~ God. 

Grave' s first PUbli.S 5) cl novel, Settlers of the Marsh, 

is set fn the framework of a p~eer settlement in the West. 

Although the land is not central ta the novel, it t1i~ still more than 
. 

me!,e background." The author' s description of the land often reflects 

-
Niels' emotional state, and it is throuf.h Niels tril,'~;Jc'ly that the 

1 

reader cames ta a true understanding of the land and of the complexities 

of human relationships. This treatment of human affairs in terms of 

the land is also found in Hémon's Maria Chapde1aine as the author 

describes Maria's tragedy. Niels has many affinities with Samuel 

Chapdelaine for both are bound to the land not for material reasons, 1 

1 

but rather for spiritual and emot,ional ones. Nie1s' vision of the 

land is stated through a conversation with his friend Lars Nelson: 

"l'Il tell you, 1 like the work. l 'd pay to be allowed' 
ta do it. Land live cleareù is more my own than land 
live bought." 
Niels understood. This was his own thought exactly, his 
own unexpressed, inexpressible thought ... 
They wqIkeù in silence, swinging along in great vigorous 
stridc5.. lhc last fcw words had fi lled thcrn with the 
cxhilaration of a confession of fai th. High above, 
far aheaJ stood ~n ideal; towards that ideal they walked.2~ 

NieIs' vision is similar ta Jean Rivard's in Gérin-Lajoie's novel. The 

prairie is the land which will assure his personal happiness and 

fulfill his highest ideals. While most prairie pioneers "think more 
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of their machinery than of their houses; more of their fa~ms than , 
J 

of their lives, I~ ~ieh dreams of lia house of which the ftrm is a 

part, the place where wl,lat is neeùed in ~he hou,se is grow~" (SM p. 94). 

Niels' attitude, however, is not typicai ofl aIl prairie 

pioneers. Niels' best friend, Nelson, who at first feels; the same 
1 

1 
emotional affinity with the land, soon becomes materialisitic. Ile is. 

1 

typical of the immigrant who rejects the old values attashed to the 

land in order to devote 'his life to achieve material sucdess and 
, 

prosperity. Ile re<illizes that the land can offer him muc1 more 

in material value than his mere daily bread and he wants, 1 to take 
, 1 _ 

advantage of it. This causes what Ricou calls a "shift çf values" 
! 
1 

which is inevitable "when the farmer's inarticulate, alm~st religious 
., j' 

bond to the land is broken-by a graduaI awareness that hls land 
• ! 

represents a financial asset, potential wealth beyond thè mere 

means to a livehood.,,22 This favouring of the industriai society 
1 

agrarian life ïs characteristic of numerous immigrants whose 
, ' 

reason for coming to the new world. was the promise of quick 

1 
.-""N.elson marries Olga, and the reader sees litt!le of their 
,~ , 

mari tal life ,suggesting ,that the marri age is somewhat· superficial. 

When Ellen's father'dier, the onl/ thin:; ;';01::;Oï ~1.:lS tG say i5 that 

'" there 111 be a pretty good farm to sc 11. .. "(SM p. 63). V 
Whcn he and his wife vlsi t NIc1s on Chd stmas eve, Lars Nelson aga/n 

shows his materialistic bent when he comment!!; on Niels' stables: 1 

! , 

,,' 
"'Gosh If this C:ormouse hasn't got ten he ad of horses! He beats 

me on that. Six' 5 aIl 1 have. But. l Ive got cattle. No end of 
, 

cattle. Grain 's a side issue wi th me. l'm the cattle man. 
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l prefer a crop th"at '11 walk to fown on its own feet" (SM p. 144). 

Nelson wishes to make quick mqney'and has lost the "feeling" for 

~ the land. He even ignor~s .the precarious financia1 situation of 

his in-laws because he is too busy with his own farm. Niels, however, 

always finds time' to hclp others. 
1 

Il 
a land 

Nevertheless, Niels also believes that the prairie is 

of h,pe and prO.ise'~nd opport~nity: 
I~ this country, life and succes~ d'id not, as they had 
a ways se~med to do in Sweden,1 demand sorne mysterous 
p wers Inherent in the individual. It was merely a 
q estion of pcrsevering and hewing straight ta the 
line, Life was simplifieù. (S~1 p. 45) 

It is an idea1 wor1d especially for the young: "In this country there 

was li way out for him who was young anq. s~rong" (SM p. 39). Niels' 

mistake, and the cause of his tragedy, is to reduce his new life ta 

the one goal of'tilling tne land élt the expense of his human relation-
" 

ships. I~, like Abœ Spalding, will ~ave to discover that thcre 15 

much more ta life than fulfilling his own ambitions. 

For Niels material success is of secondary importance: 

"What did i t matter whether a pers on had a li tt1e more or less 

wealth? A strong, healthy body was his; with that he cou1d make 

a living an~here. " (SM p. 45). Although Niels does succeed 

in building up a farm, he still has not reached his ultimatci goal: 

Yet, material succcss was not cnough. .. The picture 
which, he saw, of himsclf ant! a woman in a cosy room, 
wi th the homely light of a 1amp s~ over their shoulders, 
whi1e the winter winds stalked and howled outside and 
while from above the pi tter-patter of children' 5 feet 
sounded down, took more and more definite form. (SM p. 45) 
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11is goal is to put down roots in the land. anù the only way he can , 
~f 

do this is ,first to become a successfu1 farmer, and then to marry and 
J 

to have children: "He himself might be forever a stranger in this 
~ 

country;' so far he saw it agains t the backgfound of Sweden. But if 
.' 

he had children, they would be rooted here. .. He might become 

rooted himse'lf through them .... " (~p. 45). Niels exemplifies 

the inunigrant who feels alien' i~ ~ strange coùntry; his dearest 

wish is to become pprt of it, part of this land. 

, Two women present themselv:s as possible partners for 

i 
Nie'ls: Ellenl Amundsen ançl Mrs. Vogel. Ellen is the one who could 

became the roper kind of wife to Ni~ls. the perfeet mate who could 

sa~ctify hi physical desires by helping him to raise a family. She 
1 

i5 the idea wife for a piane'er farmer: strong. not afraid to work, she 

can become substitU'te for the "hired man." The role of the farmer's 

wife is sim lar in, aIl the novels of the land: she is there ta work, 

to be f'aith ul to her husband, and ta produce chi! dren. The necess i ty 

for harù labour, and for childrcn to help on the farm, makes it 

imperative that the woman who is the wife 'of a farmer be a mother and 
1 

a good worker rather than a romantic or sexual companion. It is not 

surprising to see that John Elliot's wife, after a devoted life dies 

of a cancer of the uterus, and Moisan's wife dies while giving birth. 

Mrs. Vogc1. however, docs not have any of ~hc qualities that charac­
~ 

terizes a farmer's wife: she would be only a toy ta Nie1s, an object 

ta satisfy his physica1 ùesires. 

Niels, in spite of his ignorance of Mrs. Vogei's p~st life, 
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, 

knows only too weIl which'woman he·should choose. Ellen is the one 
/ 

he pict~res in the cosy house he has just built. He tbinKs of Mis. 

Vogel in a eompletely different way. She is not the kjnd who could 

ever ba a mother and a hel~mate: 
But whenever he had been dreaming of· her and his thought 
then reverted to Ellen, he felt guilty; he fclt defiled 
as if he had gi ven in to 5 in. lier appeal was to something 

\ in him whieh was lower, which was not worthy of the mp'n 
who had seen Ellen .... Isie/ Though he eould not have 
told what that something in him which was lower really 
meant. : .. {sic/ (SM p. 46) 

Ellen would be the ideal wife, but shoeked and disgusted by her 

mother's forced sexual submission to her husband, she rejects NieIs' 

proposaI of marriage. In his frustration and weakness, Niels allows 

Mrs. Vogel to seduce him, and beeause of his moral prineiples, he 

assumes that he must marry her. lmmediately after the marriage, which 

is doomed ta failure, Nieis thinks: '~lready this marriage seemed to 

him ?lmost an indeecney" (.?M p. 189). It is at thJs point that·the 
\ . 

land begins to play a prominent role in th~ novel. Niels, tormented 

by his mistake in marrying Mrs. Vogel, begins to "cling to the 
l' 

landscape as 'something abiding, something to steady him" (SM p. 55). 

The land, the lanqscape, becomes inereasingly important 

to Niels as his marriage to Clara Vogel disintegrates. The land 

begins to replace his wifc. At first, he rctreatc; to the lanù in orùcr 
, 

to avoid thinkin~. Regardless of "what his worrics, his thoughts, his 

,suspicions might be, the farm demand~d his work, and he gave it~l (SM p. 135). 

cl • 'f 1 f . . h d . In or er to avoid hls Wl e he works rom mornlng to nlg t, an sometlmes 
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"he caught himself dreading that look in her face: he turned back and 

went to the granary Instead of the house" (SM p. 141) .. He increa­

singly becomes a stranger in the house and to his w'ife: "He and 

Bobby were 'batching it' in-the shack, living as once they had lived 

in the house" (SM p. 159). Niels had "thought out and laid down a 

plan, he must go on along the demarcated line and carry out that ~lan 

even though circumstances might have \ arisen which made i t a;'surà" (SM p. 152). 

Such a resolution of course is impractical and impossible to keep, for 

~ he must learn to accept man's condition on earth and to compromise 

with his wife and with the tand. 

" It is interesting to note that Niels' dream of escape, 

wh en he sees himself "tr~pped" in his marri age , i5 similar to the 

actual life of Samuel Chapdelaine: 

A new dream rose: a longing to leave and to go to the 
very margin of civilisation, there to clear a new place: 
and when it was cleared and people began to settle about 
it,lto move on once more, again to the very edge of . 

'pioneerdom, and to start it aIl over anew .... ~iç] That 
way his enormous strength would still have a meaning. 
But.of course, it was only the dream of the slave who 
dre'ams of freedom 1 ••• /3if-J (§}! li. 119) 

Like Samuel Chapdelaine, Nie1s could leave and settle new lands, but in 

his case it can onl'y be a dream; he has already spc:-Ficed his freedom 

to the land and cannot escape. 

He will have to learn, as ~1aria ChapdelaiI~e did, that 

one cannot go against nature ~nd against life,'but must instead accept 

its conditions. When he learns from Mrs. Dahlbeck that he has married 

"the district whore," his despair and his mental state are ref1ected 

in the landscape as he runs through his field: "Behinù him were other 

sloughs, swampy hollows, their soil churned up, trodden and trampled 
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by wandering cattle into little hillocks :tufted with grass, hardened 

br drying, with muddy hales in between where the feet of the heavy beasts 

hadsunk deep" (S~f p. 183). Niels' life has fallen into chaos but the 
, 

land is Indifferent to human concerns. The same indifference of 

the natural world is seen in Maria Chapdelaine where ,the heroine had 
e 

to come to terms with the land. In addition, the chaotic layout of 

Niels' fam becomes an image' of hi~ tragedy J; a tr~gedy e caused by his 
0. 

obstinacy in following his original plan, regardless of other people. 
1 

While he biind1y runs on his farm, he is' stopped by a fence: ""Once more 
• 

he was stopped by,a fence . : . again the fact filtered through the 

defence of his lown mind that the fence was his .... " (SM p. 183). 

Niels: in his obstinate flight from life and from the land is respon­

sible for his own tragedy. Ile has isolated himself fFo lTI people by his 
\ : 

stubbornness and has built thè fence which now makes him prisoner on 

his own farm. As his wife Clara puts it: '" You have made your own 
., 

bed. You must lie in it'" (SM p. 158J. The inevitable happens; Niels 

is' incàpable of communicating with his wife, and in a fit of rage kills 

her. Like John Elliot and Abe Spalding, he failed in his human 

relationships. He is forced ta come ta terms with himself, with his 

olm reali ty, and in 'the end, with \ his frail ty as a mere human in face 
't-.l 

of the land. 

'lIowevcr, "the final note / in the nov~1J . . . is not 

~ note o~ tragedy but of redemption and renéwal. ,,23 Niels' return and 

his renewed contact with Ellen il11~strates that he has become aware 

of himself and of others. His eventual marriage to her ends the 

\ 

é 

\-

,.; , 



, 
1 

)V. 

o 

o '. 

l ' 

o _ 

'-

130 . 
. , 

novel in a positive way'.- Unlike Maria chaJdelaine, Ni~ls doe; not 
-< 

accept his destiny wi th passive resignation. He realizes 'that life, and 
" . , 

the land, can sometimes be capricious and ïndifferent ta. man' s cqndi-

tion, "but defying it is tO'!lO avail. HI'! realizes that if is not the , ' 

end in itself that is important" but the con'\:inu~l struggl~ that is 

necessary in life .. The ending of the novel is positive; Niels ;tS 

deterinineù ta start a new life with Ellcm and ta work- wi th the land. 

1 In Our D~ily Bread and 'Prui ts of the Earth Gr")f turns 
i " 

to the problem of authorl ty,' and' ,nÏo,re specifically ta the material 
" 'f -, ~- ' ---"-:~~,- '. 1 i . 

goal attendant on the pioneer task. Grove questions the values of 

those who come ta the prairies mcrely ta exploitt> the land for their' 

own material gains. As a young inan:, John Elliot had been caught by 

"The ,spirit of t~is new west' .1. . craving· vast and ever vaster 

24 
spaces." by the unlimited opportunities the prairies had offered 

" him. His attitude had be'en similar to,that of Abe Spalding, but 

unlike Spalding, Elliot,knows that "You can't fool the land" (ODB p. 4). 

and he farms i t to carn his daily bread, rather than iol the hope of 
~ 

making quick money. LUe Neils, he works wi th the lèand and becomes 
4 

a successful farmer in doing sa. Herei". "lies the paradox: even though 

Elliot works with the land, he 1"s doomed to fa il lire . As Sutherland 
" ' 1 

notes. in both Grove' s Our Daily ,Bread and Ringuet' s Trente Arpents, 
'* 

"one finds the same thematic ideas of the 1 and and th~ di vine arder 
/' 

al though ,both novels'~ aBo introduce the beginning of the dissolution 
, .1 

. 25 
of, the old order." Like Euchariste Moisan and Abe Spalding, Elliot , . 

lives in a district fast approaching the stage of urbanl2;ation, a 
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process which he has accelerated by his desire to achi~ve his own 

goal, and to which he is lnl~erently opposed. 
, \ 

Like Ringuet, Grove 
. 

dramatizes the confliet between generations by contrasting the pre-
, 

war generation and that which came to maturity during ~r immediately 

after the First World War. 26 

John Elliot, at the opcning of 9ur Daily Bread, has 
f 

found much of his lHe meaningful and feels that he has more Oi' less 

managed to come to ~erms with the land. He has concentrated on 

farming, growing the daily bread for hi'lnself and his family, which it , 

has been his ~uty and privilege ~o raise~ IIF\r mor.é important to' him 

than his dreams of economic prosperity had been his one gr~at dream 

of family IHe" (9D8 p. -6). G-lliot expre:ses his p~tri~ch:l attitude 

~oward the notion of the family in Dld ~tam~nt imagery: f 

His old dream, that of ralSlng a ~'large family not\ourably, 
~ad been replaceù r slowly and impe!ceptibly, by a new 
bne: that of seeing his children settled about him 

. as the children~of the patriarçhs ~f Israel were~ sèttled 
about their fathers. (ODB p. 7) 

\ 

Elliot's relationship ~ith the land is also a symbol of his relatio~s~ip 
J} 

with God; , ) 
Empires rose and fell: kings and .hi~h priests strove . 
with each other: wars were fought: ripples on the sea 
of life. Underneath, deep clown, that .1'1fe itself went' 
on ,as it had gone on in Abraham's time: the lanù was 
tillcd ta grow our c.Iaily hrcacl. And this ,1He, the life 
of the vast majority of men on eurth, was the csscntial 
!ife of aIl m~nkind. The city with .its multifarious 
activiti~s was nothing but a bubble on that sea. 

He was proud of'belonging to the hidden' ground-mass 

.fi • 

, , . 

of the race whieh carrfed-on essential tasks, no matter 
undcr what form of government, no matter under what 
conditions of cli~ate and soil: he had llved apd multiplied; 
he had grown, ,creatied j not acquired his and hi~ children 's' 
daily breado he had served God. (ODB p. 190) 

, 

Like Eucharis~e Moisan, John Ellio~ sees ,the land as part of God's 

divine ,or;det on earth~ an~d his own li~~time as but a minut;e in U!'Ie 

• 
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compared to the éternal earth. Although Elliot never admits openly 

that he had an economic dream, it i.s often implied. , However, his 

"economic dream," like that of Moisan, is of a higher order than 

that of his children: who incr~G\singl)J, consicler the land a commercial 

business. 

Unlike his son 'John, Elliot does not ~ee the land as 

real-estate to be bought and sold. His dream is oriented' toward 1t. 
his patr~rchal view of the family. Accordingly, he works with the 

• land, knowing that man cannot use it as he wishes, and he refuses 

ta' take adva~tage of It in the hope of making quick money as his cltildr-en 

do. Moreover, he is aware that if he bows before its force and autho-
1 

rit y, he will be rewarded accordingly. As a farmer who has devoted 

his whole life tothe land, E~liot is successful and feels that because 

of his proper relationship with the land and with ~od, he is allowed , ~ 

t~ be fruitful and'to multiply, to realize his dream of family life: 

l 

That single purpose had coordinated aIl things for him, 
had justified them, had seemed.o transform his whole 
life with aIl its ramifications into a single, organic 
whole with a clear and unmistakable meaning. In that 
purpose he and his wife had been one; and 50 the y had 
been fruitful and had multi,p,lied. It was the children' s 
dut Y to confonn, to beqome like them; and, therefore, to 
ob~y them in all things, 50 as to~ultiply the seed 
themselves one day; 50 as not to let the strand thus 
created perish. To live honourably, to till the land, 
and ta hand on 1ife from gcncration ta gcneration: that 
was man's dut y; thnt, to hlm, in spltc of afl doubts, 
had meant and still meant serving God. Doubt had 
cxlstcd on1y as to dctails: it had ncver gnawed at 
the root of the fundamcntals. (OD~ p. 189) 

John Elliot ~elieves, as did Euchariste Moisan" that to love the 'land 

is to love God. 
tl 

Ellïot, however. is 'guilty of the same flaw as 
1 

. \ 
Niels: he simplifies life at the expense 'of his human telatio~ship" 
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lia clear and unmistakable meaning," and it was now the dut y of his 

, " . 
, cbildren to conform and ta accept his beliefs and his authority. 

In his role as patriarch, Elliot has been a stern father and husband: 

Since, in that dim past, he had always, either before 
or after. justified his every action, at the stern 
tribunal of his puritanical conscience, by a' rcference 
to the ultimate welfare of his family, he' was now, in 
retrospection, able to discount the part which temper 
a~d natural dlsposition had undô~btedly. played in his . 
conduct. '(ODB p. 188) 

. Of course, Elliot's actions arè dictated by "the ultimate welfare of his 

family, Il but, ironically', in the process of buildint his dynasty, he 

becomes completely estranged from his children. AlI the Elliot 

children are afraid of thei~ father and seem unable to associate with 

him: "Yes, we are "'afraid of you. We, your children. You"vi/i been -

a stern father to us when we were sti 11 at home. . . ." (ODB p. 288). 

" Pre-occupied with his patriarchal dream, John Elliot ignored his 

fami ly for the better part of his lHe,' and became 50 remove~d from 
1 

~hem that his authority and ideas had little influence on-his children. 

Grove hints that the barrier existing between Elliot and his children 

is a result of his lifetime devotion ta the Îand and because he has 

ignored his children's need for love and understanding. O~he 

, contrary, Mrs. Elliot who would always " . . rule hër housenold 

serenely without secming herself to count for anything in her scheme 

of life" (ODS p. 10), is closer to her children: 

Many trifles flitted up before his mind, examples of 
how she had been able to exact obedience from the 
children, by a word, a look, a smile, when aIl he 
could extract from them. by commands which were the 
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result of careful thinking, was an evasion of his 
orders or a concea1ment of their wishes and of the 
actions"which confarmed ta their desires. (OD8 p. Il) 

1 

E1liot's wife by her love and understanding keeps the family together. 

When she dies, the family 
'. -~.') 

faU.s apart._ The childrèn- reject their 

father's view of authority both ln re1àtion to'the land and to the 
l , 

fami1y. Their lives are meaningless and Elliot interprets their . , ~ 

actions: 

1 • 

, l 

He had failed in the achievement of 'the second dream 
of his life. Malf the purpose of his whole existence 
was gone. His children were scatt'ered over two pro­
vinces of this country; they had freed themse1ves of 
the paternal ru1e;.they were rebels in the house of 
their father: thefr aims were not wh~iihis aims had 
been. Their lives were evi1; their 1ives were chaos; 
and through their lives, 'his own wa;; chaos. (OD8 p. 191) 

, '. -
" 

The fact that Elliot feels jpstified ~n what he has'done il1ustrates 
, 

thai he sees the land as part of the divine order. His single purpose 
/ 

• 
in life has been to work in order to achieve his patriarcha1 dream: to 

put down ro~ts in the land, and to 1~ve through his crildren. John 

ElÏiot had '(neyer doupt[ecJ7 that one day his oidest son wou1d be 

there L9n the faTm?: an 'E;)iot of the Elliots of Si~geby, his son, 
t • \.. 

1 

Joh~ Elliot the, third!" (~p. 378). Elliot fee1~ that he has done 
, , , . , 

~~a~ h~ conceiv~s to be Goa's work, and when death cornes, he reflec~, 

ft wiU De welcome: 
" 

Death!. Afraid? No. There was a door, black and 
mystcrious. Whut was bchind? A forking of the 
paths. Which path would be his? !lad he donc what 
he must do? Wa& there anything Ieft to be done? 
No, nothing. It did not matter how he dieù. What 
mattered w~~how he'had lived .... (ODn p. 358) 

r ~Â'" .. 

Elliot feels that his work is ~_justifica~ion of whatever he may have 
\ 

done wrong in his ~ife--if anything. It is through,his hard work 
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tltat he was able "to mul tiply the seed of his life" (9DB p. 35~) 

and hence, fulfi11 his dut Y to God: "to live honourably, to till 

the land, anù to hand on life frorn generation to generation; that 

was J]lan's dut y" (OD8 p. 189). 

Even if John "Elliot nas lived according to God's 

, law,\his patriarchal ùrearn is ultimately doomed to fail. This 

failure, however, is not wholly caused by his children as at first 

may appear; the failure origillates in the tery nature of ,the drearn 
_.,.. 

itself. John Elliot, striving to achieve "his dream, has faUed to 

re~lize that he èould not control his chiidren and force them to 

adopt his way of living. Observing his daughter C~thleen develop~ng 

photographie prints, he becornes aware that the process the print 

'. undergoes before one can see the final product, the picture, is similar 
1 

to the :developrnent and growth of his children: 

'[ 

f 

'\ 
Correct thern? lIow can you correct' what you do not 
know? BIarne them? The picture on the blank sheet 
app"eared because the hidden chernis try of the 1 under­
lyirtg~state had bcen influenced in sorne incomprehen­
sible way. Only that appeared which was already 
invisibly t-raced in its layers. There was sornething 
uncanny about i t. ,We can but become what we are 
.... [si{j (ODB p! 135) 

1 

Grove is rnuch concérned with i::l': cO'l,fli~t of p'E:'l"era-:ions. .JO:\'1 !31liot 

1 has fai~ed·to realize that his children would becorne individuals wanting 

\ \ 

to live ltheir own lives .,- Like Moses, he never reaches the Prornised Land ' 

J>ecause "he Lis/, hurnan; he Lfiafl the hu~an flaw of cgotism. ,,27 Although 

Elliot's concern is to earn his and his family's daily bread respectably, his 

primary goal if. to contill11e himself throuY:l his children. Uis visioli of 
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procreation is similar to that of Euchariste ~Ioisan: 

To him, John Elliot, his children, still unborn, had 
seemed to be a re-birth, a re-creation of himself. In 
them, his ideas and ideals would be multiplied; they 
would convert that of his dreams in ta reality which he 
himself might fall short of realiz~ng tu the full. (OOS p. 9) 

John Elliot, like Euchariste ~1oisan and Abe Spalding. egotistically 

wants his chilclren to be like himself, tg continue whdt he has 

" started. , He has devoted his whole life to achieving his patriarchal 

dream. ta fulfilling his material goal, and now that he sees his 

children with differerit notions of progress, he reverts ta the old 

ideals of self-sufficiency on the 'farm. He is caught between two 

worlds. Like Moisan, he is willing ta change as long as the old 

ways of doing things are not endansered. Unlike his children, he 

1 cannat think of money solely in terms of dollars and cents: 

A granary full of grain; a barn full of stock, with (, 
a loft lined with fodder, sheaves or hay: such waS 
his idea of wealth . . . a mere money incarne seemed . 
very insecure to John- Elliot. (OOS p. 78) 

Monetary va·lues are meaningless ta John Elliot; he believes in th~ 
\ 

self-sufficiency, that the fruits of the earth brings him. His children,' 

however, strive for financial success. 
• 

Grove's admitted purpose in 
, . 

writing about p1~neer life was to show the folly of materialism and 
, 28 

its ultimatc failurc before the forces of life. Grove analyzes this 

materialistic tcndency of the prairie pioneer, but fails ta be entirely 

consistent in the reasons he gi~s for the fadure of John Ulliot. 

The collapse of the oid order is already an~icipated 

in the first chapter of the book, When John Elliot thinks back on , 
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• 
his youth, he reflects: 

, 

And even his own dream--of a farm of his own, a wife, 
and many children--had been no more than a continua­
tion of the praçtice of his parents. Wi th them, it " 
had been an instinct followetl blindly; with him it, had 
become a conscious vision. He had always felt himself 
to be continuous wi th his ancestors. (OUI! p. 12) 

Like Gander Stake in Grain, John Elliot had never dreamt of rebelling 

against his parents. However, the Elliot children rebel against 

their father ~ adopt What Grove caUs "the Ameriean religion." 

Just as Elliot ~elled against his parents, though not conscio~sly 
so, his children openly rej eet his authorÙy and idea$, thus showing 

that "the continuity of the traditio~ was broken" (ODB p. 309). It 

is interesting ta note here that Maria Chapdelaine's dut y to remain 

on the land as weIL ~s Moisan's patriarehal dream had also been a 

"conscious vision." The rebelllon of John Elliot 's children illus-

trates the changing values of the farming communities in Canada 

after the First World War. As in Trente Arpents, the introduction 
~ 1 

machines, such as the motor and the tractor, changed the whole way 

of life for the farmer. John Elliot's children, in much the same 

of 

way as those of Euchariste Moisan, lepve him to live 'ives of their 

own, lives in which he has little part. - The daughters marry either 

city men or poor farmers. Sorne of the sons leave farming for wdrk in 
J 

the city. His eldest son modernizes his farmlng nJethods sa that 
.. ~ 

farming is no longer the simple, sclf-contained business it had beep 

for John Elliot. 

Elliot's son-in-law, Woodrow, attempts ta explain the 

reasons for the youth dcscrting the land: 

.. 
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"The trouble, to my mind, is' this," Wooùrow said. 
"1 agree that there are already, in our towns, ori 
our farms, plenty of young men growing up for whom 
there is, at the present stage of development, prac­
tically no.work ln the country. As the free homestead 
land is bcing exhausted, it becomes increasingly 
difficult to finù farms for them. Land has to be 
bought and is high in priee. They do not want tù 
go into outlying districts. They are spoilcd by their 
early ~nV'ironment of comparative comfort. (OOB pp. 179-180) 

Like the youth of FrencH' Canada, the new generati'Jn in Western Cana,da 
l' 

is not willing ~o go and settle new lanùs. As a youth, Elliot: ~ 

like Abe Spalding, haù left his home in Ontario to settle on new 
" 

land as Moisan's father had left his community to go north. The 
B 

growing towns and villages now offer the youth wotk in factories, a 

relatively easy and secure life which cannat be found on the farm. 

Their notion of progress differs from that of the previous generation. 

For John Elliot, "Farmdrs don't make progress. They make a living" 

(ODB p. 168). I-Ierein lies the conflict. The new generation wants 

more th1ttto m,ake a living; they want "cash money" earned as easi ly 

as possible: "The spirit of the times is to hunt the most pleasure 

while dodging hard work" (9DB p. 177). Like the young generation in 

Ringuet' s Trente Arpents, the youth in 9ur Dai li, Bread do not want 
\ 

ta be left behind in the modern world. They too want~~:~: share. 
" ., 

Elliot believes that "Qn the farm, money values a:te irrelevant" (9D13 p. 227), 

and John Llliot ,1r. illustratcs the now values: "Wc want to makc money 

likc cverybody cIse" (~)[)B p. 210). .. 

The materialistic values of the new generation are 

perhaps best illustrated by ëlliot's son-in-law, Fred. Fred reprcsents 

the new generation and the meaning that the Western Canadian myth of 
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success has taken. Like Niels, John Elliot and Abe Spalding, Fred 

"had vision; the future was his" (OOB p. 19); he tao believes that 

the prairie ia 'a land which can fulfill his highest dreams. His 

"~ision" is diff~rent from t:.at of t:le old timers W'lO loved and 

respected the land~ Ilis vision, like t!lat of Sam Douglas in The 

Flying Years, is purely economic: "'This is agame which,one must 

, , 

/ 

underst~d, the greatest game on earth, making money! '" (OOB pp. 17-18). 

He represents the new economic man, the entrepreneur t.ype who "would 
~ 

be a.millionaire before he was done" (008 p. 17). He has the new 

spirit of the fast growing litt1e prairie towns that "with mushroom 
\ 

speed '. . . hàd sprung from the prairie" (008 p. 17). 

John Elliot JI'. shares the commercial spirit with his 

brother-in-1aw. He characterizes the new attitudes of the farmer 

toward the land. His defini tion of "daily bread" is to be financially 

successful. The old gods, as in Ringuet's Trente Arpents, ~r~,dead. 

As he puts i t; ". . . there are farmers and farmers. ' My father' s 

one kind, 1 am the other" (OOS p. 50). He marries a stenographer 

who is un fi t, for farm work and who gives him only three children. As 

". 

Mary, one of Elliot' s daueilters, had earlier pointed out ta her ' '" 
1 ~ 

mother: "There are ways and means [of preventing pregnan6i7 .. , 

You can eat your cake and have it, too" (OUB p. 24). The oider 

p,eneration, as portrayed in Trente Arpents and Our Daily Bread, had 

had a similar conccrtio~ of family life:the first reaction of Mrs. Elliot 
l ' ~ 

when she sees that her daughter has not had children for over three 
\ " 

years is ta assume that her husband must be impotent. The reaction 
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of Moisan when<he sees his cousin Wàlter with on1y two chi1dren is 

to ask if his wife is "sick." The new generation has rejected 

the 0lld values of marri age and of family 1ife. Sex and marriage in 

themse1ves are no longer for procreation. Elliot's daughter, Margaret, 

"had p'l'ofessed her intelltion never to marry" (OOS p. 57), and she 

1ater becomes a university professor. Henrietta is an extreme 

example of the new attitudes towards rnarriage; when Peter offers to 

rnarry her, she answers: ". . . if you still want me, you can have me; 

provided you can pay the priee" (aIlS p. 62). Like Clara Vogel, 

Henrietta cannot or is not willing to live the life of a farmer's 

wife. She wants to be 'assured that her married life will not be a 

bleak and harsh one like her mother' s. and hence she "drives a 

bargain" wi th her future husband: 

"If 1 rnarry, 1 shall consider the arrangements as a 
matter of business. 1 want to make sure of certain ~ 
comforts and luxuries before 1 take·the plunge." (ODB p. 
" ... 1 ask you to'promise me three hundred dollar,s a 
year, the money to be mine, never to be asked for, 
never to be enquired about. how it is spent a~d what 
for .," (ODS p. 64) 

She has only two children, and she is determined that they will be 
1 

professionals, "engineers and bankers," rather than farmers. Her 

husband tries to escape from her and fr~m the house by working, and. 

he eventually works himself to death: "You might caU i t a case of 
, 1 

suicide. OtheFS will caU i t a case of murder!" (008 P.' 337). 

Elliot cannot understand the new generation: 

\'lba'C was \~ron~ wi th the youilger generation? They w~e 
"high-fliers." They looked to the externals and 
wanted to outdo each other in expense. (ODB p. 81) 

The shift of values was 1argely due to the war and to its aftermath, 
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"tne' boom!.-. theJ'ficti tious prosperity of- western' Canada in which many 

a prudent man lost his 1 head" (ODB p. 240) and to the rapid introduction 

'of modern technology which coincid"ed with the war. The new attitude 
\ 

of the farmer "is portrayed in John Elliot. Jr. for wnom "Farming's 

becoming a~ industry. The chief problem is one of finance" (OOB p. 210) . 

John Ellio~ J.r. ,in his selfish hope to make" quick money and in the 

exci tement of high priees for flax due to the wa~,~ants to gamble . 

wi th the land. He looks upon farming as "more or less a fil1ancial 

game" (ODB p. 108). He buys land ~o- grow rlax on "that costs 

close to sixt Y dollirs an acre J" and hll;S lia debt of eighteen thousand 

" . dollars on the land. And besides, [h~7 owes four or 'five t~ousand 

on the lumber. Il (OOB p. 249). John Elliot Jr. strives for 

material success, and like most people of hi~ generation lives beyond 

his means. Grove denounces this materialistic attitud~ in h~s defini-

tion of "Americanism": 

... the reorientation of the minds of immigrants, 
immigrants coming from the countries of Europe where 
unfortunately economic pressure has become 50 great 
as to infringe upon spiritual frèedom --it means, l 
say, the reorientation of these minds towards a 
religion, if we may calI it such, whose god is a 
jealous god because he denies the,human soul the soil 
in which it can grow according to laws of its own, 
his name being a Standard of Livigg; towards a law 
w~ich bows before economic obesity; toward ai ms which 
exhaust thcmseives in scnsual enjoyment and the so­
called conquest of nature. 2r, 

Grove considers the. permeation of this materialistic attitude "as 
1 1 

a shallowing of ancient standards, as a re-orientation of men ',5 

minds and desires, from things spiritual, towards things material 

and ecdnomic. ,,30 . The new attitudes of the "American religion" are 
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1 

portrayed in John Elliot's children who reject the old values of 
1 

family life and work on the~ fam. AU of them are mqch cpncerned 

about· maintaining il leccmt "standard of livi.1~·' a:ld in ac'üeving 

material success. This concern with a standard of living is further 

" exempllfied by his daughter Cathleen who has -al~o rejected her 
. 

father's values to marry a university professor with whom she has 

only one child. They too, like the rest of the Elliot children~ want 

" to live beyond' their means. They throw themselves "into a.continuai 

round of caUs and social activities" (OD8_ p. 170), devoting their 
\ 

live~ to keeping up appearances: 

We have to have servants because other people in our 
position have them. Having servants, we must live 
as we do because we must live up to their idea of a 
household like this. Nobody is socially quite as 
exacting as servants. (~pp. 171-172) 

This, to John Elliot, and to Grove, "beats everything l've heard!" (008 
, \ 

p. 172). And ret, they are\not happy. For John E'lliot, the'ohly 
) 

way they can find freedom and happiness is on the l~nd. His radical 

opposition to the new values and ~ttitudes of the youth echoe~ha~ 

of Euchariste Moisan: 

\ 

1 

"Young people," John Elliot said angrily, "won 't listen 
these days. We used to do as our fathers did before 
us. We profited from their experience. But t~day! 
AIt Icssons arc lost on thcm. No use talking! World's 
l?onc crazy! (9J1~ p. 250), 

, 1 
.John Elliot's tragetly is the fai lurc to hold his . ' 

familj together, ~he defeat of his plan to create a patriarchal community. 

Having devoted his entire life to this dream, his task of building a 

prosperous farm defeats itself in the end. It is only when he realizes .. 
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; the absurdity of materialism and the impossibility of his dream that, 

"for the first time in his life he thought of poverty: wi th affection" 

(OOB p. 173) because It was then, when he was striving to aahieve 
\ 

this goal, that his life slipped away, unlived. Like Euchariste 

Moisan, Elliot in his Old age realizes his incapacity to satisfy the 

land: "He began to play wi th the idea of moving to town and of renting 
1 l, 

the f~rm'I' (008 p. 266). Because he made the land his only reason 
, $ 

for living, Elliot, like Moisan and like Charles in La Scouine, is 

unable to live away from it. Elliot's failure to keep his child~en 

around hirn drives hi~ to a miserable and lonely life on,his farm. He 

makes one final attempt to reassemble his family, but it leads only to 

further alienate himsel f and his children. Like Moisan, he visi ts his 

children, but cannot understand their way of living. His children 

have not followed his way; he refuses to compromise wit~ ~hem, and 50 he 
1 

is 'defeated. A éornplete stranger to them, the most that he can 
\ 

receive is "a kiss of indiff~nce" (ODB p. 284) from his daughter 

Gladys, Left alone by his children, Elliot turns back to the land; 

only the land, his team-mate, can be of comfort to him,' After many 

dàys of wandering he returns home to die in a ruined house, syrnbolic 

,of his own' physical and mental state, In much the sa1l1~ way, Uncle 

I;phrem in Trente Arpents had diecl "p()Lri 1':! contre :"Ji-::rinc S'JT h 

terre qui n' avai t pas consentit au dworce, Il 

Abe Spalding's story, like that of John Elliot, 

involv~s the pursuit of apatri~rchal dream, but Grove puts such 

ernphasis on Abe's means to'attain his goal that the novel becomes 
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a direct criticism of materialism. In the "Author' s Note" to 

Fruits of the Earth, Grove explains the genesis of Abe's story. It 

came to him essentially from "certain hints dropped by a real-~state 

dealer . . . regàrding the history of a certain farm." "This fam," 

Grove tells us: 

was such 50 as to suggest a race of giants who had 
founded it; but on inquiry l found that it was held 
by tenants who ti11ed a bare t~n per cent of its 
acréage. In a barn built for half a hundred hors es 
they kept a team of two sorry nags; and they inha­
bited no more than two or three rooms of the out­
wardly palatial house. 31 

The novel deals with the determ~nation of Abe Spalding to conquer the 

" prairie: "He was h'eIje to conquer. \ Conquer he would!" (FE p. 25); 

but hts ambition 

, wi ;"ynot let man 

is doomed to failure from ~he beginni,ng, for Nature 

impose his will upon her. 

" ,\ 

Abe Spald~ng, like John ~.rrot and Euchariste Moisan, 

wants to 1 establish a good farm, raise a fTilY and pass the farm-On 

to them. Grove, however, has done two significant things with the 
"'--J 

cha1acter of Abe which he failed to do with John Elliot. First, he has 

made Abe a tragic figure in the Shakespearian sense, that is, his 

failure cornes at least partly from a f~aw within,himself and his 
• 

awareness of this 'flaw. Abe, although resenting tt'at ,rrst, has 

delibcrat!!ly'chosen the\ world of technology to acJiieve his 'goal: 

~ 1 

Yet sooner or later J1C must come to ~at: he would 
have ta run the farm like, a factorYi that was the 
modern trend. . . . (FE p. 41) 

John Elliot is more pathetic, tragic\ in the Greek sense, because he 

\ 

never doubts that he is right and because the consequerices of his 
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aëtions are om"qf all prop'ortion to any wrong ~hat he has done. 
" 

, 1 

At times he seems'to be more' a victîm of clrcums~anees than a man 

who has çaus-ed his OWJ;l d~wnfal1., Sec,oIldly, Grove sh~ws that Abe' 5 , 
'J 

problem.s a,re intensified by the very nature of his occupation. Seing 
,1 

a pioneer whose dream is to "build; up a civilization to come," Abe 

is Illore likely tQ 'convert to the ~'Americall religion" . in or~er to 

achieve his goal.. lIow~ver / there is no direct indieat,ion of any 

relat'ionship between JOhn(Elliot' s failure and his oc~upatlon. Abe "-
....... t ' , 
"', .,. \.0. " ~ .. 

Spalding's means of achieving a prosperous~farm'is descriped in detail 

from the ~eginning ~hen ~e tak~s up his homestead: Fruits of the Earth, 
~ , 

Grove says, "was never intended to figure as a\ novel. 1 meant 'it 

to qe taken as a, piece of1>ione~r histPry.,,32 A'l.thollgh Abe's story 

cannot be said, to be that of a typiçal piqn~er, ü.can 'ne.vertheless 
\ 

b 'd d ~ .' , ,e conS1 ere as ~ m1eroeosmle accQunt of a typic~~ra~riè fa~e~ 
\ ~ 

who had come on the prairi~ t6 "conquer. " . y 
\ 

Abe's stated philosophy after he has achieved material 

success is similar t,o J~hn Elliot' s: , 

He began to have glimpses of the truth that hi~ 
.. dream of economic success linvo 1 ved another, dream: 

that of a family lifé on the great estate which he 
was bui Iding up 0 (FE po 50) 

., 
He tells his w~fe that this patriarchal. dream is what makes his work 

meaningful: 

",1 am maklilg it (t.h' prairi(;il i~', a count~y fit tol 
li ve in. 'l'hat i 5 my task. The 5'k of'a' pionee..U 0 • 

~You said'you dian't know what tn work was for. That's 
it! To build up a place any man can be proud of, 
a ;>(ace to l~we th f.ly cpildren for them to be 
llroua of. 0' (FE p. 48J '" -
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, 
Abe does not succeed in keeping his children with him on the farm. 

\ 

He' too fails to realize' the second pa~t of his dream ("To build 

up ,a place ... to leave rny <?hildren"). When h~offets the 'farm to 

his son, Jim, the latter replies: "If 1 cared for a farm, Itd take 

up a hornestead rnyself, to build a place of rny own" (FE p. 222). Abe 
1 

reflects:P 
IIThàt was the way 1;Ie had felt hirnselfll (FE p. 222). 'However, 

. 
,Grove gives another equally important reason for the collapse of 

Abe t S dream -his obs~ssion with material success. 

" \ 

Grove does not suggest that Abets failure lies 
, 1 

entirely within the nature of his occupation. In his selfish determi-

nation to achieve wealtfi, he does not have t~e proper attitude towards 
o 

the land. He relies too heavily bn his 0w? ability: \ 

Butthis immense and utter loneliness rnerely aroused 
hirn to protest and contradiction: he would change' 
this prairie~ would impose himself upon it, would 
conquer its spirit! (~p. 23) 

In this respect, Abe is more like Caleb Gare than John Elliot who " ' 

knows that "~O\J. CM't foo\ the land."_ Abe, who\ "had deliberately 

chosen the material w~rld.for the arena of his' struggles" (FE p. 18), 

" is too obsessed by power, too eager for sUccess and too rnaterialistic. 

He sees the immense prairie as a potential sourfC of wealth which 

he can exploit: "he rn~s t hav~' pi0re land! He ~ àt ta a point 

1 where he fatmed on a large scale which W~Uld.double his net -incom~ 
) \ 

from,a dccrcasing margin oi profit~ ... ' To him. farming was ,n 

,industry, not an occupation" (~p. 51). Abe shares the Ibèlief 

with Niel ls and John Ellio'b that success in~w Land is possibl:e 
1 

for anyone who works toward thi~, gpal. 
,~ , His rneans to achieve his 
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dream, hpwever, drastically differ from those of NieIs .and Elliot who, 

living in an earlier period, "mày have been merely less telllpted" (ODS 

p. 29) by'modern technology and monetary values. It 1s evident that 
~ 

·l 

when Grove wrote Fruits of the Earth he wanted to make Abe "a symbol/ 

of the new spirit which, \ in It Needs to be Said, he describes as 

a "materialistic, mechanistic, almost brutal spirit,which tries either 

to ignore deeper problems or to SOI~C them by the pqler of forc~ or , 

gO}d. 1I33 When Nicoll tries to speak of the philosophical problem of 

death, Abe shies away: "He J1a~ a d~~ite aim in life: 'to be t~e 
most successful farmer of a district yet to be created; he was a 

1 1'. 
materialist and feit uncomfortable when facing fundamentals" (FI)j p. 40) 

Abe Spalding is characteristie of the front~er man who 

tries to reshape the wild~rness to fit'his needs: He beeomes a slave 

ta the .land by working with an almost savage determination to achieve 

success, until finally he discovers that his end has defeated i tself. 
o 

The'amount of work required from Abe in ordé~ tu be a successful 
\ ' 

and prosperous farmer forces ~im to ignore his famiIy and to lose 
o 

sight of·the necessity for lowe and understanding in the world. Abe, 

like John Elliot, 'is sa ab5'~r'?ed in his farming 'that he never gets 

to know his children, andjhe becomes totally estranged from them: 

Abe,~as awarC of the faet that bctwccn her ~is daughter 
MarioB7 and her Im~ther therc was oftén a pleasant and 
lively èxcha~ge of'words; but when he cntered, ~,silence 
fcll. With il pang Abc realizcd that, in the cycs of 
the girl, he lived as a sort of doom personified, as a 
law frqm the verdict of which there is no appeal. That 
misconception put film on the defensive; he justified 
himself to himself. Sut as a matter of fact he felt 
far from certain that what he did was the right thing 
to do. (FE p. 20,0) 

Abe is a stranger to his children,and, Îike Elliot's children, .it 
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1s to their 'mother that his children go for understandihg and love. 

Like John Elliot, Abe "justified himse,.lf to himself," but unlike 
" 

Elliot, he "felt ~far from certain that what he did was the right 

thing ta do." 

In his effort to achieve his goal AQc becomes a 

self-~ente,red, scHish, and 
.. 

calculating man . When Nicoll implies that 

Abe wants his neighbours to 
\ 

fail so that he can buy their farms, 
1 

Abe counters: n, l 'lI tell you why l neecl neighbc:mrs. Becaus'é 1 need 

road~; because } need cross-ditches and ot~her improvements. And 

as the kids grow up, l' 11 neecl a school. hat' s why (need neighbours" 

(fÉ.< p. 37). Abe looks at -everything from a 5 f1sh and util~tarian 

point of v~ew. Grave feels that his desire to impose himself ori 

the land is wrong and even\makes him vaguely aware of it: 

Rarely, during the first years'of his life on the 
prairie, had he gi ven the lands cape any thought. 1 t 
had offered a "clear proposition," unimpeded by bluffs 
of trees or irregularities in the conform~tion of 
the groundj the trees he wanted he had planted where 
he wanted theni. But when Nicoll spoke as he had done, 
Abe fel t something uncanny in t,hat landscape. -Ni­
colI's words impressed him as tho~g~ they were the 
uttcrance of that very landscap~ îtself; as though 
Nicoli were the true son of the p~airie. and he, Abe, 
a mcre interloper. (FE p. 40) 

But 'Abe is too preoccupied by his material s~p-y\he, prairies 

havc offcrcù him a lIc1car pr~p~'~c is dctcrmincd to 

----------- ' achie.ve his g~'-'Ab"ê'W~ a slave to the soi1; till he had satis-

fied that sail which he himself had endowéd with the power of 

ensla~ing him, he must postponc all othcr things. . . ." (FE p. 100) 

Abe' s materialism is representative of th'e same 
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lack of faith that John Elliot saw in his children. Stanley, one 

of Ab<è' s neighbours. points out his bas ie mistake: 
\ 

"You know, Spalciing, .'. . When 1 look at you, 1 
see myself as 1 used to be. I\thought 1 eould 
force things. l've learned to trust in the Lord. 
That' s what' s' wrong with us aIl; we have lost our' 
faith. You are going to ·have that erop or to lo\se 
it; and if youlre to lose it, nothing that you can 
do will save it for you." (FE_ p. 100) 

Illustrating his self-relianee and his determination to 5uccEled, 

Abe an5wers: "But it may be that IGod helps ~hem that help themsely.es" 

(FE p. 100). Abe's work-ethie is good in itself, but in his de5ire 

to achieve his materiaf go~l, he has forgotten the mo~t important 
\ 

things in life, He evaluates his life in terms of success and 

" -
material possessions ra~her than in terms of human relationships. 

"\ 

In fact, he seems ta adhere to what Grove ealls "the peculiarly Ameriean 

philosophy of lif~hat to have is more impor.tant than ta be or to do; 

34 in fact that ta be is dependent on ta have." 

Abe i5 overly materialistic and he learns too late that 

an all-consuming concern with m~terial things i5 futile. He 

buÙds a huge house which his famf1y no longer requires. He provioes 

it with every possible mo~ern convenience -ànly toffind that time-saving 
\ 

gadgets serve merely to complicate life. In 'the economic' sense there 
... 1 

is nOfhing more to do: 
1 

Ile might go on making money; what for? Matcrial 
aspirations mcant nothing. 11e

r 
had the house; and 

he found no pleasure in i t', For fifteen years he 
had dreamed of what hê would do when he had i.t; 
now it seemed usèless. (FE p. 139) 

Once he has achieved his material goal, it i5 too late to e5tablish 
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a positive relationship with his wife an9 family: " and he 

reaped what he sowetl, namely silence" (FE p. 149). His materialism 
\ 

explains his obsession wi th decay, and he finally learns his Jesson: 
1 

It was five years since the house had been built. 
Five years only! Yot already little sand grains 
cmbedded in the mortar were crumbling away; already 
the edges of the bricks were being rounded by a 
process of weathering. When he bent- and looked 
'closcly at the ground, near the wa!l, he saw a ,thin 
layer of red Just mixed with those sand grains. The 
weathering process would go on anq on. . . . Tpe moment 
a work of man was fihished, nature set to work'~o take. 
it down again. . . . And 50 with everything , with 
his machines, his fields, hi~ pool; they were aIl on 
the way of being levelled to the soil agaih. . . 
Abe looked about and seemed to see for the first 
time. (Ft p. 134) 

Abe fails in his relationship with the land anù his family partly 
1 

because of his occupation and paitly because of his pride and egotism. 

Abe' 5 failure is heightened by the \~ar and i ts after-

math. As in Our Daily Bread, Grove manages to record the effeet of 

the war and post-war years on rural communitles and on thelr inhabi-

tants. The new generation in Fruits of the Earth systematically 

rejects the old belief in values toward the land and toward the 

family. Typical of the young generation, "Bill Stanley and the third \ 

Nicoll boy, Stan, made no secret of it tha~' if they returned from the 

wars, they had no intention of going bac~ to the farm" (FE p. 141). This 
- 1 

reversaI of values, as already rnentioncd, w~s largely'due to the intro-

duction of moùern technology and inùustrialization, anù t6 the subse-

quent growth of the cities where young people thought they couJd 
( 

live a''I"elatively comfottable life: "In the city and in constructioif 
. -' 
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1 
1 

camps a man cou1d earn three or four dollars' a day" (FE p. 141). 

Young farmen' sons "had taken the infection of the age and refused • 
to wor~ at "home except for wages" (FE p. 213). The new way of life, 

the complete rejection of traditional values, is perha~s best i1lus--

trated by the young men who had returned from the war.. and ~hose "pro-

fessed intention was to show the aIder people post-war life" (FE p. 213). 

They sponsor dances in the old schoo1 wh~ch attract "undesirable 

elements from town and city" (FE p. 212) in the district which had been 

thus far preserved from outside influences. 

Attitudes toward sex and marriage have changecl; '> 

men who ha~ returned from the war viewed sex and marri age in a qui te 
\ 

different way from the aIder generation. As McCrae puts it: "These 

things Lsex and marria~l, mean nothing" (FE p. 251). Frances 

herself did not resist McCrae' s seduction and when her mother 1earned 

that she was pregnant, Frances "had stood pale but 1< defiant" (FE p. 238). 
1 

Her attitude is in many ways similar ta Moisan' s daughter, Lucinda, 

Î 
who also rejects the old values to go ta the city. As Abe puts it, 

"I.t isn 't as it used to be. We are more dependent on the town" (FE p. 191). 

At this point in the nove1, Abe's life has lost alI-

purpose and meaning. He realizes ..... that "the use of machinery might , 

'pay' in a money sense [but! it did not pay in terms of human life" (FE 

p. 132). lIaving lost his rcputation in the district, Abe must stcp 

down from his '~hining height" (FE p. 261) as Mrs. Grappentin puts it. 

Like John Elliot, Abe's mind gradually turns from the materia1 things 

in life to the essentials and the fundamentals. Ile gropes for sorne 
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justification for his life: 7 
~For man y years AbE! had not milked by lantern light) 
That he did so now, carried him back through the 
years to a'time when he had been filled with ambition; 
when yarù anù barns as they were had existed only 
in dreams. He had been happy then; all his wlshes 
haù'been of a realizable kinù; he had liveù in a 
fu}urc which he desired; that future haù come disap­
pointingly. Youth and the ardent urge; age and poignant 
regret: where was the life 'n between? Peace and 
happines~? He sought the in the pasto In the 
present were on1y e austion and weariness: weariness 
even unto death .• :.[Si~1 (FE p. 236) 

Abe reverts to the, old ways and realizes that hr has wasted his life 

achieving his dream which is now meaningless to him. As he becomes 

increasingly aware of his mista~e, 50 does he become aware of the 

landscape which he had previously ~gnored, tao preoccupied with 

extracting weal th from the land: "1>lan passes, they say; his work" 

remains. Does it? It seerned vaIn in the face of the cornposure o~ 

this prairie'! (FE p. 262). Abe realizes the transiency of man 1 s 
-- " 

1 

wark compared to the eternal and indifferent pr~irie, and he becomes 
\ 

aware of the futility and folly of.his material dream: 

. . . now that he was becoming conscious of this land­
scape at last, and of its significance, fh~7 could 
at first hardly understand that l1e, of all men, should 
have chosen this ,district to settle in, though it 
suited him wel1 enough now. But ev en that became 
clear. He had looked down at his feet; had scen 
n6thing but the furrow; haJ consiJcred the prairie 
only as a page to write the story of hic; life upon. 
!lis vj sion hau bccn boundcd by the lines of his fannj 
llis fann haù been floatcù on that prairie as the 
shipwdght floats (1 vcssc1 on the ')ca, looking not 50 

mueh at the waves whiclT are ta butter it as at the 
fittings which sccurc the comfort of those within. 
But such a vessel may be cngulfcd by such a sea. (FE p. 138) 

Abe now recognizes that "the wind,..break surrounding his yard seemed 
~/ 
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to be a rampart which, without knowing ~t, he had erected to keep 

" 
out a hostile world" (FE p. 138). AlI \ his life Abe has lived for 

himself and he now becomes aware that this cannat be done and this 

is not wh~t he had intendeù, Ile must now try to -involve himself 

with his family and community. Although he had violently protested t 

against the new schoo1 system, Abe cannot retreat from the world 

and live only for himself. Like Niels, he must accept reality. As 

Grove himself points out, "AIl great endeavour. great ambition, great 

love, greàt pride, great thought, disturb the placiù order of the 

f10w of events. That order is r~stored.when failure is accepted 

and when it is seen and acknowledged that life proceeds by compro­
~ 

35 
mises only." For Abe, this realization means, accepting a lesser 

place in life than that to which he,had aspired: 

True resignation rncnnt accelJtbg oi1e' 5 ':estL1Y; to him, 
it meant accepting the burden of leaùership; and thb 
moment he saw that, he felt at one with the district, 
. " . with Ruth in her sorrow) and strangely, with 
himself; for here was something to do once more: the gang 
would vanish into thin air. Ile had lived to himself 
and had had to learn that it could not be done .... [sic1 

(FE p. 264) 

FLr Abe Spaldjng, "compromise" silpEip.s, 35 it dQes far[f.1aria 

C:lajldelaii1~ anù Nie1s LiTldstedt, an acceptance of fate. making the mos1YOf what 

is left of his life. Abe's failure is not muih different from that 

of John Elliot. Although he achieves a certain consolation in 

communi ty invol vernent, the reader is left wi th the image of Abe 
• 

and his wife living in their great decaying house, deserted by their 

! children. 1 

• 
"­

\ 

1 

, 
" , ! 

- " - \, 



c) 

o 

~I 

154 

Themes such as the vastness of the Prairie, i~s unlimited 

opportunities, its rich and generous soil, and the future it 
, 

offered to immigrants, have always beeJ'l central to Prairie, fiction. 

The \~estern Canadian ~yth of the Promised Land was at first rather 
\ . , , .-

heavily and mechan~cally employed in Ni ven' s The Flying Years, and 
; 

• • 
it seemed that the prairies did indeed live up to the immigrant's 

expectations. Salv'erson though emphe.sizin~he success o{ the immigrants 
, Il 

on the p~a~ries, perceived certain deficiencies in the so-called 

"Promised Land,'~ particularly the recept"ion of the immigrant in the 

new world. 

Ste'ad' s Grain dealt with the conflicts resulting from ~ '" 

progress in farming communities. 'Progress, in itself a necessary 
i' 

prerequisite to 'financial success, was at first readily accepted by 

prairie pioneers.. Stead, the first prairie novel~st to analyze the 

nature of progress, suggests in his, ,nove 1 that e\[en if progress led 

to success, it,did not necessarily lead to happiness. His conclusion 
1 

that man al though "free" to direct his own life, must realize that 

life requires sorne form of control. This point is perhaps best 

.i:llustrated by tander who would not take orders. from pfficers 

in the army yet finally saw the necessity of self-discipline . 
. 

Although Martha Osten'io's Wild Goele deals primarily 

with Caleb Garo's tyranny over his wifo and children, it ncverthcloss 

offers a profaund psychological insight in ta the myth of~reedom in 

. "" Western- Canada. The freedam immigrants expected ta find on the 

prairio~, Ostcnso suggcsts, was but an illusion. Almost every 
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, 
character in Wild Geese_ is prope lIed by the "wild· freedom about the 

untra~elIe~ prairie, Il but none are t;.eally free. The wild geese, 

which are the central image of the novel, represènt the lIendiess 

quest ll f(,lr freedom, an illusion created by the untamed Prairie. 
1 

Frederick Philip Grave's three novels, Settlers of the Marsh, 

Our Daily Bread, and Fruits of the Earth, developed a new perspective 

in Prairie fiction. In his treatment of Prairie life, Grave has 
1 

captured the oid ~ural communities at the threshold of a new era and, 

'has at the skmt time portrayed the complex. link uniting man and the 

land. He, however, is mo~e concerned with the hum~~ relationships 

of his characters· than with Nature. He" denounces the folly of 

materialism and its ultimate failure before the eternal Prairie 

which eventually levels ev~rything. In his attempt ta record the 

lIage -oid conflict between human desire and the stubborn res~stance\ 

of nature," G:r;ove has succeeded. The three 'pratagonists of 'the 

novels considered above aIl illust~te Grove's definition of 

tragedy: "To' have greatly tried and ta have failed; w have greatly 

wished and tq be deniedj to have ~reatly longed for purity and to be 
IJ 

suilied; to have g~eatly craved for life and to receive death: aIl that 

is the common lot of greatness upon earth.,~6 
o 
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lA~thony W. l~asporich, lIenry C. Klassen, eds., "Introduction," 
in Prairie Perspectives 2 (Toronto: Holt, RÎlo'tèhart and Winston, 
1973), p. 7. ' 1 a 

2Edward A. /oIlcCourt, The Cmiadian West in, Fiction (1949; rev. 
Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1970), p. 46. 
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McClelland and Stewart, 1974), p. 28. AlI further reference:s to 
this novel are to this edition, and will be indicated by the abbrevi~ted 
ti tle !Y in. parenthesis immediate1y following the quote. 

5Laura Salverson, !he Viking Heart, NCL 116 (1947; rpt. Toronto: 
M~Clelland and Stewart, 1975), pp, 13-14. AlI further references 
to this novel are to this edition, and will be indicated by the 
abbreviated title VH in parenthesis immediate1y following the. quote. 

6 
,Laura Salverson, ~onfessions of an Immigrant's Daughter (Toronto: 

The Ryerson Press, 1949L pp. 90-91. Al! further references to this 
work are to this edition, and will be indicated by the abbreviated 
title Conf. in parenthesis immediately fo1lowing the quote. 

7McCourt, The Canadi;n West in Fiction. p. 54. 

8Thomas Saunders, "Introduction," Robert J. C. Stead Grain, NCL ~6 
(1926; rpt. Toronto: 'McC1elland and ~tewart, 1966), p. Yi~ 

9Laurence Ricou, Vertical r.lan/Horizontal Wor1d: Man and La~dscape 
in Canadian Prairie Fictiol) (Vancouver: The University of British 
COlumbia Press, 1973), p. 21. ~~ . 

---,..-- - __________ ~ORobert Stead, The Empire Buildcrs and Other Poems (Toronto: 
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William Briggs, 1910); quoted in Ricou, Vertical Man/Horizontal Wor1d, 
p. 20. 

11Robert Stead, ~, NCL 36 (1926; rpt. TorontQ: McCle11and and 
Stewart, 1966), p. 40. AlI futher rcfercnces to this nove1 are to 
'this edition, and will be indicatcd immcdiately following the quote. 

12
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ICOU, C?.12.. r:l':., p. J • 

13' \ . 
A.T. EIder, "Western Panorama: Scttiflgs and Thcmcs in Robert 

J. C. Stead, l' Canadian Literature, No. 17 (Summer, 1963); p,. 48. 

14Ricou, Q,R. cit ... , p. 37. 
" 15 

Martha Ostenso, WHd Geese, NCL 18 (1925; rpt. Toronto: McClflJ1and 
and Stewart, 1971), p. 33. Al1.further references to this novel ar~ 
to this cdi{îon, and will be indicated by the abbreviated titre WG 
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. ,Through a, study of the 'novel of thé' land in: French 
r ' ' . , 

"\ • \. ~ .. 'J ~ 

'and English Canadi,an liter-att1re·the'.r~ader~is Id'ven an ins:i:ght 'into 

rur~~ c~:lJnitie~' ancl-,th~~'r 'iiLfi~~i~'it'ransi~i'o~ from the old '. 
, \ ' , . 

. ; agra~~an iif'e to 8 moqern Jechnological one. Whfle L~combe, Geri'n-' 
~ .," .., ... '.,. 

} '." ... J "t 

LaJoie,' Iléll\on, Laberge, $Çll'vers~~, ,ven, and to aU certain ~xtent. 
(\" • ~ (;:) î .. ,:. 

St~ad',' des'cribe an agrarian society u~touched by the out'5ide wor1d, 
. l' 

" 

l " l 1 ... • • f 

'~inguet and Grove ~na1y~e the same'society on the threshold of' 
. J ' . 

,1 

~ ne~~ .. era dOIfiinated by ~ p;roducts of' urban illd~strialization. 
, . 1 . • • , '" 

, J 

It is bn1y natural -that French and E:nglis11 Canada have tnuSh to 
. , 

share in their €fct1on .i~ce both faced the s~'; crisis dU~in~. "1 ,. 

the same period ~ time. Ringtet ~d Grove take up m~ny,of~e 
same themes; while Ri;guet analyz~d the çlisint~gtatio~"of ru';al c~mmu-~ 

, " \ '. '. . 
'nities in Québec and :eacted· st~ongly a~a.~nst i t, Glove protest.ed . 

'r , . 
that the old ~dea1 Iva1\l~s of '.agrar.ial} l~fé ,on ,the' Praii:ies, we~e" . '1 

. being 10st under the' ons 1 aùght ,of :ne";' . mate'rial V~1.~~. 
~ • l ""'" ~ l 

fil ~ .. "'. '~lf 
French Canada was a çohesive and.enelosed society..~ 

• . . 
.".~ 

Tpis, èohes~vene~s was ,partly pue to the French seigneuriàl, régime 
.'. ~ 

, established e~l1 Ntl~' F~ance, and ,Pftttl~ ~ue to tlÙ:: Englis'h c!onqijest or . , . . . ~ 

Canada in 1763." ,Thc;Conqucst haù lasting effects op the French 
1 t. f. .... • \ r .,'" 

,1 '" , " " ~ r. • , ' • 

inhabi tants of CIlJt~'ùa who i' dctèrmirfe.c.I 'to remain Frcnéh' and Ca~holié; 
, > , '" ." '" ,. '~ • ,/' .' 

,further <~~~lat.ecl' ::·~em5e.l ves~, ~n th.~ir. lan~"~rôunCt tl-iei'r 'parish 
c.,.. .... .' , .. l '\. 4 , ~ • ,. • 

prie,st. Aft~r- the 'conqvest ,,t,he, Ch~rtl\ Qccame ,a dç)J11inànt pbwer .i~ 

, "·:.F~e·~èh~~~na~a: sinC~"~t~~ c~n~u~rQis:' in ~eed' oi aJ1 ,int.ermedi~ry 
1 ~ ," , .~,'. )... w • lit' (. • ~~ 1/1 .. 1 • 

, • -, r • .. .. ..1 '#. , . , 
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between themse(ves and th~~t new subjects, granted special 

pri ~ile~es t: t~e' Chur~h wh~ch 'no othe~ churches had"o'i were 

to have. The Chur ch used its social and political power to 
, ' 
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ever 

,fndoctrinate Hs 'followers 1n ~'he fdeology of the l~nd J that' is J they 

were enjo.inecl to remaln ;;"the "land in ordeJ;' to aS5u;e the 5urvival 
• "'1'" 

of the French Canadian race in North America. To ~ultivate the 
• 

laj1d ln French Canada became not only' a national dut y , but a spiritual 
" , 

. O'raide settlements f unlike those Of· French Can"tpa, . 

.w~re from,the Qeginning pl~ralis~ic.· Although the first immigrànts 
, i ,> ~ .J. ) 

" \ ~ ,,' 
~e':ré, wcre predomil)an~ly Engiish., ,the later ones immi~rated from 

\ : . . . - , " 
~any coun~ries af ~~~ope. The promise of free Ihnd encouraged 

peoPJê from diverse backgrounds t~ settle on the Prairies, and 

these settlers becall)e thè strongly individualistic and pragmatic 
l .... J"«il 

farmers invariabJ.y observed in Prairie fiction. The basic legal con-, 
; ,. 1 \ 

dition for free pw~ership of land was that ~ll the land was to pe 

wotked. Thus, .,fllrhough the Prairie fanoo;r T~garded the land 

I?â.:r;t 'of- God' s di vine order to Iprodu~ his "dai Iy bread," ~he 
/ 

as a 

land 

. -~ 
had'to be fully cultivated in order to meet the requjrements of 

f!> t L ,1 ~ 

, ~ 

society. as determined by the Ca~adian Government, a policy that was 
.., _ " " • '~\J" 1 1 

,. qu"he unlike. the P~d:icC of farming "trente arpents" found in ' '. . 
" French Canada. Li~e French Canadian fiçtion, early Prairie fiction 

1 

l 

.8 

was idealistic. Perhaps the reason why it became 90 quickly realistic~ 
... ' 

i5 that the Prairie was settlcd so late in ,time. Nevertheless, the 
'1 

\ French.- and 'the 
o 

Eiglish Canadian novel of the 
.l' .. " 

l~nd faced the same cri sis 
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simultaneously,as agricultural industrializayion was rapidly i~posed 1 

by a rapidly gro~ing population. 

The ideology of "la survfvance" in Fr~nch Çanada 
~ 

began with the publicatioI;l of Gar eau' s Histoire du Canada which 
\ 

~gave French Canadians a history ~ be proud of. Subsequently, the 

nov~l became 
, 

a mere eulogy of the, and until the French writer, Louis 

described objectively the land and thlfanner. The 
1 

First World War and its aftermath introduced a new phase in the\ 

" development of the novel in French Canada. The\traditional sy'stem 
! Q 

of values could,no longer apply ta the new urban' society, and as 
l 0 

noted in the Introduction of this thesis, Pacey argues t~at a society 
\ 

eannot have a reai literature as long as it has not ~xperienced 

a ticlash," an internaI conflict. Ringuet 1 s Trente Arpents cIeat!y 

illustrates th*e "clash": never could a novel of such profound insight 
'f ' . . 

have been produced without ser.ious internaI eonflicts within l _ , 0 

the enclosed French Canadian rural communities. 

Prairie fanners had to face theosame problem, the 

same shift of values)after the First World Wart Like French Canadian 

fi~ion, Prairie fiction fonned at first a very romantic and mimetic 

literature, only developing into a more profound one as' it attempted 
\ 

to depq with the serious problems introduccd by the invasion of 

technology and matcrialism into rural eommunitics, produeing 

finally the more complex and philosophie works of Frcderiek 

PhPip Grove. 

mod~rn 

The con~~ts ~~sultant from the introduction of 

tcchnology in the ·sma.l1 ~ural communities are best' illustra-

ted in the members of the aIder generation such as Euchariste' Moisan, 
. • 

J 
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.. John Elli~t, and 1I\05t c1early Abc Spalding. All of them are success­

fuI in establishing a Rrosperous farm to leav'e their children. But 

aU of them are defeated ·because the-i-x: children have rej ected thE~ir 

values toward the land and toward fami'ly life. , 
Al! the members of the younger generation wish to 

• 1 

share in the new material world and aIl reject the old system of 

values. Yet, they are not happy; Ephrem, \who has m9ved ta the United' 

States, is unemp10yed; the ~lliot children, like Abe Spalding's, 

strive ta outdo one another in order to satisfy the expectatio~s of 

a post-war standard of living. Alt~ough sorne succeed, they do not 

find their achievements meaningful now that the ability ta 

earn one' s "daily bread" is no longer a rel1able yardstick to' mea­

"sure one' s worth. Even though {.e m~mbers of the new generation J 

such as Gander Stake in Steadls Grain, do not become overtly 

ma,erialistiC, new technology,forces th~ to re-adjust their values, 

ta search for sorne meani~g in l~fe. 
f 

The shift in world and social values broug~t about, 
\ ' 

" 9Y the Pirst World Nar ended -the traditi6nal rural cOll1munity in 

Canada. The oid values comprised a pattern in which man had his 
.\ 

place in Gad 1 s di vine arder, a -concept sti U adher·zè to by the sim:n1 e 

rural farmer. Because the land was a part of the divine order, ~he . . 
farmer saw his raIe as issuing direct1y from God;, he 'cultivatêd the 

, \ 

land unque5tioninglYi hi5 life had~a meaning found in the tradltional' 
'" 

"'values he religiously, observed. The p05t-war generation, however., 
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rejected the old values '~t finding new ones to replace them . 

Oriented toward financial profit, or transplantcd to the city, 
\ 

members of this generation were unable to find what they were 

100King for. They coul d not,. as thei r fath'ers had dbne, "cl ing ll 

\ ' 

'\ to the land, because the land could no longer satisfy their 
\ 

ambitions and desires. As the old gene'-ration had striven to root 
~ 

itself in the land, in th~ battle against the wil~erness, the 

, new generation struggled desperîtely to f~nd meaning . / 

~ The land in bo~h fictions h.d a,t first represented 

the traditionàl sy~t'em of values. 
, 

The aft~rmath of the War and 

the appeatance of modern technology lin rur~l commun~ies rhtro~ced 
(/ 

new materialistic values which opposed the old ones, and, thus, 

the ultimate evolution of French Canadian and Prairie fiction has 

.. 
resulted in novels similar in theme, philosophy and purpose. 
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