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AB S TRACT 

1 
This thesis aims 'to assees the efficacy of the concept of the slave mode 

of production in understanding the nature and raIe of slavery in nineteenth-
..l !;! 

century Rausaiand, particularly Kano emirate. The evolution of the Hausa 

states is outlined, as weIl as the jihad which gave birth ta the political 

and economic structures of the region in the nineteenth century. Several 

problematic issues concerning African slavery are discussed, particularly 

the question of the origins of African slavery, the definition of the term 

slaver~ in the African context, and whether slaves forro a social class. 

The concept of the slave mode of production iB found to be inadequate for an 

analysis of slavery in Hausaland. The concept was not developed system-
. 

atically by Marx and Engels and its definition remains unclear. In Kano 

slaves occupied a variety of positions in the social relations of pro-

duction, surplus product vas extracted from them in several ways, and, the use 

of slave labour did not transform the process of production in manufacturing 

activities. Thus, while slaves, as a legal category. vere very important in ( the economy of Kano. concepts other than the slave mode of production which 

are not derived from European or North American historica! experience, must 

he developed ta explain and classify Rauas society. 
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RESUME 
l ( 

Le but de ce mé~oire est de considérer ,f'utilisation du concept de 

mode de production esclavagiste dans la compréhens:f.on du caractère global et 

du rôle de l'esclavage dans le Hausal'l,nd du :dix-neuvtèrne siècle, et en 

particulier l'~mirat de Kano. L'évolution des érats Hausa est esauissée, 
~\Î ~ 

ainsi que le ,jihad qui était à l? origine des \structures politiques et 

économiques de la région au dix-neuvième siècle. Plusiers questions 

concernant l'histoire ,de l'esclavage en Afrique sont abordées, en 

particulier celle de son origine,de la définition du terme 'esclavage' 

dans le contexte africain, et celle de 'savoir si les esclaves constituent 

une class sociale. Sur la base de cette analyse il est considéré que le 

concepte du mode de pro~uction esclavagiste n'est oas suffisant pour 

comprendre la réalité de l'esclavage au Rausaland. Ce concept n'a pas 

été élaboré systématiquement, ni par Marx, ni'par Engels, et n'a toujours 

pas été défini clairement, à ,ce jour. La place accupée par les esclaves 

dans les rapports sociaux de production à Kano était marquée par beaucoup 

de variation; l'appropriation du surproduit se faisait de différe~ 

façons; et l'utilisation des esclaves n'a pas changé le processus 

, ',-1' 
de production manufacturière en tant que tel. Ainsi, même si les 

esclaves ont été très importants dans l'économie de Kano, en tant 

que' catégorie sociale legalement définie, il est important que 

d'autres concepts que celui de mode de production esclavagiste so1ênt 

développés pour permettre une explication valable de la société Hausa. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Aim of the Work 
:' 

The goal of this thesis is to assess tQe efficacy Qf the concept of 

a slave mode of production in understanding the role of slavery in nine-

teenth-century Hausaland, particularly Kano emirate. This are a lies in 

the central part of the West African savanna and was the core of an 

integrated regional economy based on the exchange of specialized goods 

across ecological boundaries. ~no emirate was a prime agricultural 

region and was renowned for its manufacturing activities, especially for 

the production of 'dyed-c1oth. Numerous recent publications have analyzed 

the nature 'and function of slavery in preco1onia1 Africa (Lovejoy 1981a; 

Meillassoux 197·5; Miers and Kopytoff 1977; Watson 1980a) although the use 

of the term is one of man y prob1ematic issues in the economie history of 

the continent (Kopytoff and Miers 1977). In the large states of the Wsst. 

.. 
; 

Africàn savanna, such as those of Hausaland, slave labour was used extensive1y, '" l 
.. 1 ~ J 

j 

and similarities with the slave-~lantation economies of the New World and 

the coast of East Africao have been noted (Lovejoy 1978b; M.G. Smit~ 1954)\, 

l seek to investigate the function of slave labour in the economy, the 

various ways in which surplus product was extracted from slaves, and how' 

this relates to the politica1 and religious structures of Kano emirate. 

The concern with these issues follows -from a number of problems involved 

in the application of the concept of mode of production fO precapita1ist 
, 

~ocieties. \ 

At first glance, the concept of mode of production offers 'a systematic ' t 
model by which one can comprehend the connections between social relations 

and forces of production and the manifold reciprocal determinations be~ween 

this infrastructure (or base) and other structural levels sueh as poli tics 
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and religion (superstructure). lt offers' a theorétical paradigm in which 

society is conceived ~s several structural instances, linked together and 

1 

yet each mai~taining a relative autonomy. However, in· ~recapitalist 
() 

societies the social relations of production are medtated through super-

str,uctural féatures su ch as po~itics and law which define social categories 

~ b~t do not specify their role in the production process. Slavery i8 one 

a 

·such $9cial category. Slaves are defined jurally as a form of property, 

albeit in Many African societies there is no clarity even at this level. 

But their place in the social relations of production is.variable, as is 

the mode by which surplus product is ~aken from them. The not~ of a 

~l~ve mode of production presents Many problems for it is not cle~at 
it,tells one about thé nature of production, ~he èlass relations, exploi-

tation, or the social formation taken as a whole. The analysis of the use 

of slave labour in Kano emirate will elucidate some of the complexities 
. 

involved in these issues. 
~ 

African histQry and the models used in the attempt ta undèrstand it 

are not merely of academic interest.
ù 

West Africa remains one of the 

poorest regions on earth. It is a well-known fact that numerous develop-

m~nt projects have'failed, no doubt due in large part to an ignorance 

of the indigenous history and conditions. The precolonial period was 

less than 100 years ago, although European contact began long before then. 

The formaI colonial intervention aitered things considerably, but the 

effect of the congue~t cap. qnly be assessedC:on the basis of proper know-

ledge of the precolonial period. The auslysis of the role of slave labour 

i8 central to th~ regionts economic and social history since it was one 

of the main forms of labour in the indigenous economy. The prob1ems in-

volved in urbanization and the commercialization of agriculture can on1y 

be comprehended when it 18 ~wn ~hat the nature of the society was upon 

;, , 
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wh1ch the external forces pressed. 

The use ai concepts and models 1s Inherent in the production of know-

ledge. They are what makes it possible for us to arder the potentially 

infinite number of fa~ts vith which our minds are p~~sented. and thereby 

make some sense of the manifold details and complex1ties of the'world. A 

continuaI process of adj'ustment takes place, a dialectic in which concepts 

are invented and altered or discarded depending upon the needs of the 

researchers and the empirical data which they face. The present research 
1 

i8 an attempt ta help clarify the utility of one of the Many models which 
, \r 

have been used in the endless attempt to capture the reality of another 

time and place, and thereby clarify our conception of precolonial Àfrica. 

Modes of Production and African History 
.. ~-

French scholars were the first ta use the concept of mode of production 

in the characterization of precolonial African states. the Asiatic mode 

of production was employed by Suret-Canale (1964). In his eyes the state 

emerged in Africa through a three-stage development involving,the primit~ye 

community, segmentary society based on tribo-patriarcbal structures such 

as the ~xtended family and 1ineage, and class society in which an aristocracy 

emerges 'above the village patriarchy. Suret-Canale reco~zed, though, , t' that even in these state societi~s production was based on the rural 

v;llage community and exploitation by the aristocracy was mediated by tbe 

village ~ommunity. lt is the coexistence of self-sufficient village 

communities and astate aristocracy which does not intervene directlY in 

these communities that Suret-Canale w1shed to characterize vith the con-

cept of the Asiatic mode of production. 

A variation on this mode'l vas posited by Godelier (1978, first 
. 

published 1963). He noted that the Asiatic mode as presented by Marx 

i 
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and Engels vas intended to account for thè growth of an absolute ruler, 

who ls the embodiment 0L the c01IIIIlunity at large, along vith a bu.reaucracy 

wbich organizes large-scale projects beyodd the me,ns of the village 

communities. In Africa there vere no large-scale projects such as the 

Chinese irrigation works. Long-distance trade was, hovever, a very 

important phenomena. 'Godelier therefore proposed a var~ant form of 

1 

/ 

the Asiatic mode of production in which large-scale projects are not important. 

lt ls 

another form of Asiatic mode of production in which a 
minority dominates and exploits the communities inter
ven~ng in their conditions of production not directly, 
but indirectly, by appropriating surplus labour or 
produce as profit. In West Africa the emergence of 
the kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, Songhay, etc. was not 
the result of the organisation of major projects but 
seems to be linked ta the control exercised by the 
tribal aristocracies over inter tribal and inter
regional trade in rare commodities, gold, ivory, hides, 
etc. between Black and north Africa (Godelier 1978:241). 

In the 1960s and early 1970s there was a great deal of interest in the 

exchange networks and traders of West Africa (Meillassoux 1971a). This was 

a response to substantivist economics which did not recognize formaI economic 

rationalfty in fhe behaviour of West Africans, and patt of a historiea1 

revision which focused on the indi~enous accomplishments of West Africans. 

In,this intellectual atmosphere Coquery-Vidrovitch (1969) revised and 

extended the thoughts of Suret-Canale and Godelier. She posited a new 

concept, the' African mode of production, as a means of characterizing 

the preco1onial states of Africa within a Xarxist framewQrk, while at 

the same time rejecting Eurocentric models.of historical evo1ution . 

• The African mode of production was intended to capture the specificity 

of African social formations characterized by Coquery-Vidrovitch as the 

combination of lineage-based self-sufficient communities with chief1y 

aristocracies who are supported by long-distance exchange and the domestic 
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slaves they purchase w1th the profits of trade •. The aristocracy does not 

control the community lands; these are distr1buted by the village 

communities. She notes, as does Godelier, that in Africa the state did 

not 1ntervene in the life of the village cammunities sa as ta extract 

surplus or labour for large-undertakings. The generalized slavery of the 

Asiatic mode\of production, whereby everything and everybody ul~+mately ... 
belongs ta the community embodied in a despotic ruler, was not a phenomena 

in Africa. African rulers did not really exploit their own subjects, rather 

surplus was extracted from neighbouring ~roups through unequal exchange or 

raiding for captives. This is how the.nobility's wealth was "produced". 

Coquery-V~drovitch's paper contains several contradictions, and can 

be criticized on this basis alone. Perhaps the most significant is that 

she admirs that long-distance trade was not necessarily assimilated to 

centralized political forms. A point which undermines her whole thesis, 

although she attempt~ ta overcome this prob1em by arguing that the distinc-

tian between state and stateless societies in Africa has been overdrawn. 

However, the focus of academics studying African history continued to 

change and it was, therefore, destined that yet another mode of production 

would be posited as a characterization of precolonia1 African states. 

Because of the critiques by French Marxist anthropo1ogists of the sub-

stantivist-forma1ist debate (Dupré and Rey 1973; Gode1ier 1977:15-62), 

as weIl of course other factors, attention was directed away from modes of 
r 

h d d d . 1 exc ange an towar s pro uctlon. 
. ---... 

The concept of a slave mode ~production was applied ta a West 
\' 

African society by Terray in an analysis of the Abron kingdom of Gyaman 

(Terray 1974). Terray criticizes other scholars for the emphasis they 

place upon long-distance exchange as a crucial factor in the evolution 

of AÏrican states. He notes that in West Africa trade was for the most 

1 



{ 

( 

part under the control of specialized groups of traders who were not 

reliant upon centralized powers for protection, and who could and did 

change trade routes and destinations in response to the favourable or 

unfavourable conditions imposed upon them by local rulers. In Gyruman 

trade was not under the control of the Abron aristocracy. The economic 

basis of the nobility was their control over the production of specialized 

commodities destined for foreign markets, especially gold. This was 

accomplished through their control over slaves, either bought or captured 

in war or raids, who laboured in the gold mines or on estates where they 

produced subsistence produce. Trade was important to the aristQcracy in 
, 

that lt allowed them ta realize the economic benefits of their political 

domination, but it was not the basis of their position. According ta 

Terray, the use of slave labour determined various other factors such 

as the militarism of the nobility and the relatively light impositions 

made on the free peasantry. Therefore, he asserts the slave mode of 

2 
production was the dominant element in the social formation. 

In the 19705 mode of production analysis. became more popular among 

anglophone scholars. Hindess and Hirst created a theoretical work on 

precapitalist modes of production (1975), but subsequently rejected the 

central concept of this work (1977). Nonetheless, the concept of mode 

of production is nawusedwidely. Crummey and Stewart (198la) have 

edited a series of articles which use the concept in the analysis of 

African precolonial his~ory. Klein and Lavejoy (1979) claim that the 

slave mode of production is an accurate depiction of Most of tolest Africa 

over the last 300 years. Given the historical evolution of the application 

of the concept of mode of production ta African history over the last 

20 years, a critical appraisal of its utility is a necessary undertaking. 
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Methodology 

This thesis is based on library research. The sources are aIl 

aecondary, a situation which crea tes many shortcomings in the data, but 

which cannot be overcome at this time. l have used the WTitten accounts 

of Europeans who visited the region in the nineteenth eentury, the reports 

of early colonial administrators, and ethnographie and historieal WTitings 

of professional social scientists. The latter inelude the remembrances of 

a Hausa woman who lived durin~ the latter part of the nineteenth eentury 

(M. Smith 1964) and a translation of the description of life in nineteenth-

century Hausaland written by a Hausa Imam (Ferguson 1973). l have also 

referred to translations of sorne precolonial Arabie literature on the 

region (Bello 1826; Bivar 1961; Bivar and Hiskett 1962; Hiskett 1957. 1960. 

1962, 1964, 1965). 

There are several reasons for the emphasis upon Kano emirate. It 

was the location of important manufacturing activities whieh were tied 

into long-distance exchange networks. as weil as being a rieh agrieultural 

region. The city of Kano was probab!y the largest in sub-Saharan Afriea. 

Urbanization and manufacturing have a very long history in the region. 

Kano was one of the most economically advaneed regions in West Afriea. 

It. therefore, presents the opportunity ta study the relationships between 

commerce, production for the market, a specialized division of labour 

and the use of slave labour. From a more practical perspective, Hausaland 

generally. including Kano, is weIl represented in the ethnographie and 

historical literature. 

The thesis is not a comparative analysis, but comparison 15 an 

implicit aspect of research of this kind. The specificity of African 

( slavery can only be assessed in light of the characteristics of the 

institution in other societies and attempts to understand it theoretically. 



.. 
t. 

( 

Aiter an initial introduction ta che material on African slavery and 

Hausaland l read several works in which the notion of a slave mode of 

production was theoretically elaborated and aoplied to other societies 

(Anderson 1974a; Hindess and Hirsc 1975; Padgug 1976), as weIl as criticisms 

of sorne 'of these attempt's (Wood 1981). My thoughts about slavery in Kano 

and the efficaey of the slave mode of production weré developed ln the 

context of and in reaction to these other descriptions and analyses. 

The Plan of this Work 

The thesis i5 composed of three chapters followed'by a short 

conclusion. '. 
Chao ter One ls an outline of the history of Hausaland and the broad 

politieal structures within Kano emirate and within which the emirate 

~isted. The purpose i8 to illustrate the growing complexity of division 

of labour, commerce and political relations in the region from the end 

of 'the first millenium uo to and including the nineteenth century. 

Chapter Two is an overview of some of the problematic issues involved 

in a discussion of African slavery, including the question of its origin, 

the definition of the term slavery, and the Cluestion of whether slaves 

form a social class. 

In Chapter Three l attempt to address the issue of whether the slave 

mode of production as a concept aids in the understanding of slavery in 

Kano. l beg1n with a short commentary on Marx and Engel's view of slavery 

and ,note that they did not use the concept of slave mode of production. 

Moreover, some of the differences in the way the concept has been employed 

recently are no~ed. A notion's utility is vitiated if it does not have 

a broadly agreed upon definition. There ls a discussion of slavery in 

Kano, which also drawB on data from other emirates in the Sokoto Caliphate. 

, , 
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1 
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and a section on slave labour in manufacturing activities, particu1ar1y 

blacksmithing and the dyed-c1oth industry. It is evident that slaves vere 

used in a variety of economic activities, that their place in the social 

relations of production was variable, that they did not constitute a force 

of specialized workers in manufacturing activities, and that surplus was 

extracted from them in a number of ways. On the ground it vas very difficu1t 

to distinguish slaves from other dependent people whose legal status was 

different. Given the lack of clarity in the definition of a slave mode of 

production and the empirica1 complexities of slavery in Kano emirate the 

heuristic value of the concept can be questioned. This is not, howe~er, 

a rejection of Marxist theory per Be; rather, l agree vith Meillassoux: 

Loin de révéler pourtant l'incapicité du matérialism 
dialectique à analyser scientifiquement l'esclavage, 
cette interrogation conduit au contraire à exiger, pour 
son application à des sociétés non capitalistes, -
qualitativement différents --, la recherche de concepts 
ad~quats et l'élaboration d'une théorie des pratiques 
sociales qu'il nous est donné d'observer. Elle conduit 
donc à rejeter le placage protomarxiste empruntés à 
quelques écrits ou remarques de Marx ou d'Engels 
(1975:20-21). 
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Notes - Introduction 

t 

1 am. of course. referring to genera1 tendencies in the 1nter~sts 
of academlcs. Scho1ars have always studied aIl aspects of Afrlcan 
economics and economic history, and the pistory of trade. traders 
and trade routes remains of interest today. The essence ,of the 
critiques by Dupré and Rey and Godelier i8 that production i8 
logical1y prior to exchange and therefore this is where analysis 
must begin, rather than the other way around. 

It ia noteworthy that Mei11assoux (1971a) says that a slave mode 
of production was not present in West Africa. Subsequent1y he 
has become one of the 1eading French experts on indigenous African 
slavery. The collection of essays he edited (Mei11assoux 1975) put 
slavery at the center of the social hist'ory of preco1onia1 Africa. 
In the introduction Meillassoux n6tes that western researchers have 
been much more reticent to discuss African slavery than have Africans. 
Thanks to the initiative of these French scholars this is no longer 
true. Mei1lassoux's edited book (197~) remains an accessible and 
informative introduction to indigenous African s1avery in the 
countries co1onized by France (see his introduction for a brief 
indication of the French reaction ta African s1avery) as weIl as 
the problems Involved in the discussion of African slavery. 
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CHAPTER,ONE 

THE EVOLUTION OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FOR~S IN HAUSALAND: 1000 to'1900 A.D. 

Introduction 

This chapter seeks to provide the necessary background to the dis-
______ ~- ..,,1 

cussion of slavery in ùineteen,th-century Kano. Itfs. therefore. mainly 

desêriptive. The subject of analysis is Hausaland~with an emphasis on 

Kano. The major point l want ta establish is the rked to view Hausaland 

and each of the emirates as part of a larger regional political economy. 

The direction of historv in the Central Sudan has been towards greater 

Integration of the economy and society in the 'rest of West Afr1ca and ' , 

beyond. In this sense the rise of the Sokoto Caliphate is a reflection 

of economic and social pro cesses which had already bound much of the region 

, tog-ether. 

What fol10ws ls the barest outline of a series of very complicated 

matt~rs. It i8 based on secondary sources, recent historical and anthro-

pôlogical research and the recorded observations of Europeans who visited 

Hausaland in the ninet,eenth century and early colonial officiaIs. Many of 

the subjects which are mentioned are treated in ~ore detail in the warka 

whieh are cited. This chapter is not intended as an exercise in histor-

iography. .I atm only to synthesize the research and writings of others 

as a hasis from which l can attemot to understand the nature and funetion 

of a specifie social form of labour, namely, slavery. 

The Material Setting 

Kano emirate (now Kano atate) lies in, the heart of the West African 

savanna, anô-of the region known as Hausaland. The savanna hèlt of Africa 

runs in a strip some 200 to 400 kilometres wide from the Atlantic ocean • 
,through to the Red Sea. The width varies according to the suecess with 
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which the Sah~ra ftes~rt has tmpinge~ fram the north. Hausaland refers to 

the area where the Hausa, states evolved over the last millenium and'where 

Rauss is the language of the majority of the pooulation. This i8 situated 
, 1 

• ,a \.. 1 Cr 

roughly between 8 and 14 north latitude and 4 
a 

to 11 east longitude. 

Today the region is contained within the northern par~ of Nigeria and 

sout~ern Niger. 

In 1896 Robinson estimated the popularion of Hausaland àt 15,000,000 

(Robinson l896a:203). Colonial censuses reduced this number by half, but 

more recent discussions have found t~e colonial figures ta be gross under-

estimates. Eight ta ten ~illion 15 now believed to be a realistic appraisal 

9f population size in the early colonial period. Of this, oerhaps three 

million resided in Kano emirate, two mHlion of which lived within a 30 mile 

radius of the city of Kano (Hill 1977:17-19). In the nineteenth century 

this was one qf the.most densely populated regions on the African continent. 

Environmental variation has been and still is a major factor in the 

l organization of society and commerce in t-lest Africa. The savanna , 

experiences a marked seasonality. A wet season of aporoximately seven 

months, from April/May ta October/November, is followed by a five month 
, 

dry season. During the wet season.rain ls unpredictable and often sporadic. 

'The dessication of the dry season i5 enhanced by the hot, dùsty harmattan 

vind which blows off the desert. Wide diurnal variations add to the 

general discomfort, especially in the dry seaso~, and make clothing of 

some ~ort necessary. 

Soils are of the relatively unfertile lateritic type. But local 

variation and man's activity alleviate this condition somewhat. Heavy. 

loamy 50ils and a high water table are two important factors in the 

concentration of population around Kano city. Natural fertility has been 

increased by a heavy use of human and animal waste from the city as 

~----------------------,------------- ,---- ~-
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ferti1izer. There are also alluvial soi1s in river va1leys, and the 

floodplains of the Hadeija River (MeDone11 1964:357). 

Sa,vanna vegetation 15 eomposed orimarily of grasses dispersed with 

open wood1ands: Even the 'natura1' vegetation is largely affeeted by 

h~n praetices. De1iberate use of fire and animal husbandry have favoured 

the ~xpansion of grassland. The appearance varies, of course, with human 

aetivities and popula'tion density. A vision of how the settled regions 

appeared in the precolonial period 15 giVen'bY;;~llaCe, wha vislted the 

vleinity of Kano in the 18905. 

Most of the land is under cultivation, vith the 
exception of perhaps a four th lying fallow in its 
turn. Much of the ground in the neighbourhood of 
the towns i5 divided into fields by raised earthwork 
dykes or hedges, mostly of cactus. Great numbers of 
the economie trees are ;}..eft standJng in the fields 
(Wallace 1896a:212). ' ~ 

Th~ principal subsistence èrops'are sorghum and millet, the latter 

being more important-in more norther1y drier regions. Other crops include 

SOlDe wheat, rice, cas,:oava, peas, beans, sweet potata, ground nuts (today 

the major cash crop) , as weIl as various herbs. The basics of dyed-cloth 

manufacture, cotton and indigo, were also widely grown, especialYy in 

Kano emirate (Fergu50n 1973:59-96;,,i-lallace 1896a:214). 

For the savanna as a whole rotationa1 bush or grassland fal10w was 

and still i5 the principal agricultural technique. But in the c10se-settled-

zones around the large, towns permanent cu1tivation was normal. Swamps and. 

river banks were a1so intensive1y cu1tivated to produce cash crops, inc1u~ing 

indigo and vegetab1es for sale in the city (Ferguson 1973:59-96; Hill 1972: 

230; 303-306; Wallace 1896a:213). 

Kano was the richest of the Hausa states, and in the nineteenth 

century the wealthiest emirate in the Soko~o Caliphate. This was partly 
~ 

a function of its natura1 endowments. lt a1so benefited from its geographical 
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location 1n the nexus of regional exehange. The savanna was a erossroads. 
". 

The role of large savanna eities as termini of the trans-Saharan trade 1s 

weIl known (Bovill 1968). More important though was their function in the 

regional economy. Products from the desert and the sahel, salt, l1vestock, 

and hides were traded for savanna products such as grain 'and clotho Goods 

from the forest regions such as kola nuts were also transported to the 

savanna and exchanged for the produce of the desert and savanna goods. , 

Kano was a central hub in su ch a regional network (Baier 1980, Baier and 

Lovejoy 1975). 

\.::> 
~ Of course, geography is mere1y the setting for hum an practice. lt 

is an important factor in h~an history, but the environment does not 

de termine that history, representing only the raw materia1 out of which 

it is forged., Geography favoured Kano. However, its nineteenth-~entury 

wea1th was also a fun,ction of human actions. For examp1~ the advantageous 

trade position of Kano' s rival, Katsina, was ruined by the j.ihad. 
\ 

The 

creation of the state of Maradi on its northern border by the ousted Hausa 

nobi1ity made the trade route to Katsina hazardbus (Barth 1965,1:479; Smith 

1967). Moreover, large numbers of slaves captured and bought from surround-

ing districts .supplied labour for Kano's production. Through various 

practices Kano became the metropole of a regional economy. l turn now to 

a discussion of the evolùtioR of the social structures which determined 

this facto 

Kano Prior to the Sokoto Caliohate 
"-

The~rigin of the' earliest inhabitants of the region ca11ed Hausa1arid 
.. 

is a matter of uncertainty. H.F.C. Smith (1971) traces the beginnings of 

the evo1ution towards the centralized Rausa states far back in history to 
'il 

the dessication of the Sahara, 7,000 years ago. The extension of the 
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desert southward pushed people to the,pre~ent savanna belt. Periodic 

drought and famine forced people to move frequent1y and generated popu-

lat ion concentration in favoured areas of the savanna. 

The semi-legendary histories of ~hé Hausa people refer ta a northem 
~ 

or eastem influence. The Girgam, a Written account of the history of • 
Daura, one of the most ancient Hausa kingdoms, traces the people's descent 

1 

to Canaan. The story of Bayajidda, the forefather of the kings of the 

seven Hausa states, gives his place of origin as Baghdad (Palmer 1967,3: 

132-134). Bath explanations probably reflect a Muslim influence in the 

attempt ta link the dominant elite ~th non7black populations from the 

Middle East. Mohammed Bello, the son of Usuman dan Fodio, and second 

Fulani Sultan of Sokoto, claimed the first people in the region were the 

descendants of slaves. "It is presumed that the first father of the , 

Soodans of this 'country was a slave, named Ba-oo, belonging to one of the 

former kings of Bamoo; and, on this account . . . their or!gin was from 

the slaves of the Barbars, and the people of Barnoo" (Bello 1826:162). 

This exp1anation can be read as a barely concealed justification of Fulani 

rule over the country. 

As H.F.C. Smith (1971) has argued, though, it is unnecessary to 

look to external immigration or other outside forces to explain the origin 

of the population or the formation of states. Drought and famine in the 

area .generated much movement which created a concern for defence among 

those people settled in the ecologically stable and fertile regions. 

Certainly Kano was one such region. Aside from the soils and hig~water 

table, the rock outcrops which came SO be incorporated inside the city 

walls were rieh in iron. Archaeological data indicates iron was smelted 

there before 1000 A.D. 

Beggars in the streets of Kano chant the 'Song of Bagauda'. In the 

.. 

.' 
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version translated by Hiskett (1965) lt is.s~id a killing famine drove 

people from aIl directions to the Kano region where food r~ained abundant •. 

The population was living "widely dispersed over t,he open country" not 

subject to any aythority • •. There was no, chief, no protect~ng town 

wall" (Hiskett 1965: 115). A group of immigrants conquered the local popu-

1ation and appointed Bagauda as protector. The "Kano Chronicle" describes 

a priest-chief who already resided at D~~la~~ill, one of the rock outcrops 

in KAno city, when the newcomers~arrived. The local people were organized 

into Il clans and the priest~hief, Barbushe, p~ophesized their conquest 
) \ ~ 

by strangers (Palmer 1967,3:98). Regardless of whether either of these 
() 

stories is factually correct, the y probably do reflect the' actual pro cesses 

involved in the early growth of division of la~our, social inequality and 

the state, that 1s, movement, warfare and the development of spec1alized 

sqc!al functions. 

Subsequent developmènts were the result of several 1nterrelated 

, processes. ~e evolution of social classes and of specialized social 

functions and conquest presupposes the possibility of the production of 

a surplus which can sdpport those no~ engaged i~ subsistence ~ctivities. 
~.. '" "\)'" 

The same movements of people which initiated the growth of social inequal-

ities helped distribute the basic food crops throughout the savanna. 

'\ ~ : ' 
Bulrush millet, sorghum, rice, pepper and pulses were disseminated through 

1 \ 

the re*~oh about l~OOO years ago. A second minor agricultural revolution 

occurred in the first half of-the present millenium with the appearance 

in the savanna of improved stratns of rice, sorghum, hard wheat, and new 

crops s.uch as cotton, cocoa yams, sour oranges, l~ons and limes (Lovej oy 

1978a:186-l87) . 

Rand in hand with growth in soci~l inequality and increased productivity 
!-

was the establishment and growth of towns. A. Smith (1970) sees this as 
\ 
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the crux of state formation in Hausaland. Significant1y, the few written 

accounts of the creation of the ear1y towns make no mention of trade, a 

factor ~hich has been granted much importance by social scientists in the 

discussion of the origin ,of Sudanic towns and cities (c.f. Gugler and 

Flanagan 1978: 11) • According ta the "Kano Chronicle" the city '.as founded 

strict1y through local initiative, at a time when class relations were 

O~y beginning ta emerge. The city's founder, Gijimasu, a descendant of 

Bagauda came ta the area and; "beguiled the eIders with gifts, till by his 

gifts he obtained dominion over them . The Sarki consulted the 

people about building a city. The peopl~ agreed . . • • The Sarki slaugh-

tered a hundred cattie on the first day of the work .' •• It (Palmer 1967,3: 

100). 

Relations between the 'Big Man' and the rural population saon developed 

$ into well-defined social divisions. Within a century of the city's founda-
t' 

tion there were raids into the surrounding countryside an~ the exaction of 
1. 

tribute. Naguji (Sarkin Kano A.D. 1194-1247) had to put down a revoIt and 

inst1tuted a land tax (Rausa: kurdin kasa) of one-eighth of the crop on 

aIl husbandmen (Palmer 1967,3:101), 

The creation of wa11ed cities (Hausa: birane~ singe birni) where 

the mllitary ànd bureaucratie e1ite is based certain1y is the turning point 

in. the evolution towards statehood~~ 'At one and the ~ame time the city 
1 

• . 
fulfills a protective function and an exploitative one. Kano grew o!,1t of 

, 
an original foyress built around DaIa Rill. As the population grew 

the walls were c'pntinually expanded so as to maintain a large unoccupied 
i , 

area within the ~al1s. Even in the~nineteenth century on1y a ha1f ta a < 

~uarter of the land was occupied by dwe11ings. Barth 1s perhaps the best 

known 01 the nineteenth-c~tury trave11ers ta have visited Kano. 
, 

Re had 

this ta say: 

.. 
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The reason why the fortifications were carried ta 
so much greater extent than the population of the 
town rendered necessary was evidently to make the 
place capable of sustaining a long siege (sufficient 
ground being enclosed within the walls to produce 
the necessary supply of corn for the inhabitants), 
and also to receive the population of the open and 

,_ \ unprotected villages in the neighbourhood. -The 
inhabited quarter occupies at present on1y the south
eastern part of the town between Mount DaIa and the 
wall .•• (Barth 1965,1:506). 

But despite their protective function the cities were a1so a drain 
) 

upon the rural economy, especially the large birane such as Kano. They were 

the bases of the political and military elite which lived off, in part, the 

tax.and tribute taken from the surrounding population. And if the city 

protected the rural inha~itants from some of the ravages of foreign aggres-

sion, it aIs a served as the stronghold for an elite which could and periodi-

ca1ly did ravage this same countryside. The royal residences were proteeted 

from the rest of the city by a wall of their own. 

The growth of the city from an armed camp to a market and production 

centre was a function of the presence of the military and polltical elite. 

To a great extent expansion depended upon the ability to increase the size 

of the dependent territory and the intensity of the exactions upon the 
, 

rural inhabitants. The surplus which accrued ta the city based elite was 

the Fevenue which supported scholars, re~igious leaders, merchants of 

il ' 
luxury goods, and the specialized manufacturers of the needs of the royal 

court and aIl its retainers. 

Frishman (1977) has investigated the historieal demography of Kano 

for the years 1200-1824. His estimates suggest that the p~pulation of 

the city doubled in the 324 years between 1500 and 1824, rising from 

21,453 to 40,000. Over the same period the population density of the city 

was maintained by expansion of the walls. This suggests that despite its 

growth the basic function of the city did not change. 

. 1 
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The city grew as it was drawn into the developing regional economy, 

and as the politically dominant group extended its control over a larger 

2 
area, inc1uding smaller wal1ed towns. Rano, one of the seven original 

Hausa states, was absorbed into Kano, perhaps in the 1ast half of the 

fourteenth century (see, Palmer 1967,3:104). 3 In the same century slavery 

became a widespread phenomena. This was re1ated ta the appearance of new 

military te~hnologies, inc1uding the first guns'brought from Bornu. 

AlI this time the Galadima (war chie~ Dauda was in 
the south making war on the pagans every day, conquering 
them and taking them as slaves . . . . Every month 
he sent a thousand slaves to Sarkin Kano . Slaves 
became very numerous in Kano . . . • When he was 
returning he stopped every three miles and built a 
town. He left at each a thousand slaves, five hundred 
males, and five hundred femal~s (Palmer 1967,3:110).4 

The extension of oppressive social relations are not unrelated to 

externaL fac~ors. Po~iti~al troubles at home and the Increaslng wealth 
'. 

of Hausa1and attracted c1erics and traders from Songhai who are known as 

Wangara. They began to arrive in Kano during the late 1300s. The Wangara 

\ 
helped tie Hausa1and into a widespread commercial network that opened the 

door to trade beyond the areas controlled by the Rausa aristocracy. They 

may have introduced the Songhai monetary system based on gold and cowrles 

(Lovejoy 1978a:180-181). The Wang~ra certainly played a central role in 

the adoption of Islam, nomina11y at 1east, by the dominant elite in 

Rausa1and. "When they came they commanded the Sarki to observe the times 

of prayer. He complied and made Gurdames his Liman, and LouaI his Meuzzin 

(Palmer 1967,3:104-105). The latter fact underscores the close relations 

wtlich deve10ped between this Muslim "middle-estate" and the Hausa rulers. 

Early in the fourteenth century the first city market was opened in 

Kano; notably, a rebel prince from,Bornu is credited with this act. Eunuchs 

and kola nuts were imported into Hausaland through Zazzau, and the 'roads' 

1 
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from Bornu to Gonja were opened {Palmer 1967,3:l04-l05}. This was followed 

.~ by another important influx of immigrants. 

In Yakubu's time [A.D. 1452-146i] the Fulani came to 
Hausaland from Melle [Mal:iJ . .. At this time too 
the Asbenawa [TuareiJ came to Gobir, and salt became 
common in Hausaland. In the following year merchants 

,from Gwanja @onj~ began coming to Katsina; Beriberi 
[trom Kanem-Borntj came in large numbers, and a 
colony of Arabs arrived. Some of the Arabs settled 
in Kano and some in Katsina (Palmer 1967,3:111). 

During the reign of Mohammed Rumfa'{1463-1499) Kano achieved a new 

level of wealth and power. Rumfa's reign was the culmination of severa1 

centuries of territoiial expansion, the extension of trade links ,1 and the 

formalization of variaus modes of surplus extraction; it also represents' 

a new phase 10 the evolution of the state, with more opulence at the court, 

stronger adherence ta Islamic laws, and some changes to the state bureau-

cracy. Both the cosmopolitan outlook and the despotism of the dominant 

elite became more pronounced (Palmer 1967,3:111-112). 

Under Rumfa, Kano became a prominent intellectual centre for Islamic 

scholars and students. Rumfa' s own commitment to Islam is evident in 

that he ordered the destruction of the sacred tree of the pagan cult which 

had, evident1y, persisted in the city until then. In its place he con-

structed a Friday Mosque. The Algerian scholar, Al-Maghili, visited Kano 
, ' 

and WTote a treatise on Islamic government for Rumfa. 

Rumfa is famed for his 12 innovations. These include the opening of 

a second market in the city and the expansion of the walls, indications 

of increasing wealth. They also include material and symbolic signs of 

a growing despotism and alienation from the population. Rumfa initiatèd 

the prsctice of wife seclusion; he is said to have kept 1000 wives, and 

to have taken every first: born virgin in the city for himself. He began 

the tradition of ext~avagant ritual displays. He wore elaborate gowns 

, , , 
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and ostrich feather sandals, and long trumpets a~qced his arrivaI and 
/ 

departure. Rumfa also established kame, that is, the right of the nobility 

ta free hospitality on demand from a village or other settlement of free 

5 persons. Finally, Rumfa was the first ta give eunuchs offices- of state, 

putting four of them in charge of the treasury. This reflects the need 

for a more specialized division of labour in the ~ate administration, as 

weIl as the ruler's fear of the emergence of rival power centres'within 

the bureaucracy. 

As the Hausa states grew and were integrated into a regional economy 

they also were drawn in ta the power poli tics of the region. The empire of 

Kanem-Bornu had re10cated on the west side of Lake Chad in the 1ate 1300s 

after a century of internaI strife. By the reign in Kano of Buria (A.D. 

Bornu maintained 
~. 

1438-1452) Bornu was able to press its demands for tribute. 

a sporadic. a1beit nominal. lordship over severa1 of the Hausa states untii 

the nineteenth century. Unti1 its destruction by Moroccan forces in 1591. 

Songhai sought control over parts of Hausa1and. In 1515 it seized the 

important caravan town of Agades. Hhen Leo Africanus visited Hausa1apd 

in 1513 he 1isted Kebbi. Zamfara. Katsina. Kano and Zazzau as Songhai 
1 

vassals (Hogben and ~irk-Greene 1966:82). Although Songhai's dominance 

of Hausaland has recently been questioned (Lovejoy 1978a:182) , it certainly 

prevented any expansion by the emerging Hausa states in its direction. 

The nature of the Hausa states the militaristic e1ite whose existence 

depended upon the taxes and tribute of rural populations, the produce of 

slave labour, and the boat y of raiding -- inevitab1y generated expansion. 

and, consequently, endless clashes betwe~n the different Hausa states. 

Between 1500 and 1804 two axes emerged (Adelye 1971a). ~In the eastern 

section of Hausaland Kebbi, Zamfara and Gobir battled for supremacy, while 

in the west Kano, Katsina and Zazzau struggled with one another. 
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Kebb1 broke free fram Songha! tutelage after the latter's conquest 

with Kebbi's aid -- of Agades. Under Kanta, Kebbi extended its overlordship 

to most of the Hausa states and contested with Bornu for control of Air. 

A confederation of Gobir, Zamfara and Air broke Kebbi's domination. Zamfara 

rose to predominance by the end of the 16005, only to have its ascendancy 

nipped by Gobir in the 1760s (Bello 1826:163-164; Arnett 1920:10-14). Both 

Zamfara and Gobir raided into Katsina and Kano in the first half of the 

e!ghteenth century (Palmer 1967,3:123-125). 

Beginning during Rumfa's reign Kano and Katsina 1aunched into two 

" centuries of continuaI and ipconc1usive war. Sometime in the fifteenth 

6 
or sixteenth century under the enigmatic Queen Amina, Zazzau was a threat 

in parts of Hausaland. A common fearoof the Jukun tribes from the Benue 

River area finally drove Katsina and Kano ta conclude a peace (Ade1ye 1971a: 

509). Ka~sina reached the peak of its prosperity during the eighteenth 

century. Kano, on the other hand, was in decline. lt found itself at war 

with Borno, the Kel Owi Tuareg from Air, and seve~al of its own tributary 

regions. This turbulence seems ta have generated a tendency to lncrease 

the intensity of the exactions. upon local populations. Jangali. the 

cattle tax, was imposed on the pastoral Fulani during the reign of Kutumbi 

(1623-1648) (Palmer 1967,3:119). Sharefa (Sarkin Kano 1703 ta 1731) 

"introduced seven practices in Kano aIl of which were robbery . • •. He 

invented many other methods of extortion lt (Palmer 1967,3:124). ~Among these 

was a tax on "maidens on marriage." Sharefa's successor was 50 energetic 

in co11ecting the market taxes that the market was near1y ki11ed. "The 

next year he co11ected jizig L!ax] in Kano and made even the ma1ams 

pay. There was so much disturbance that the Arabs 1eft the town and went 

back ta Katsina, and Most of the poorer people in the town fled to the 

country" (Palmer 1967,3:124). 

1 
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Towards the end of the e1ghteenth century a fragile balance of power 

emerged (Adeleye 1971a:524). The exp1anation of this invo1ves a host of 

comp1ex factors. It i8 a safe assumption, however, that a stalemate was 

·reached part1y because of the dialectics of the system. Years of incon-

clusive warfare led to the development of more sophisticated defenses and 

the movement of populations in the reserve areas near ta the Hausa states 

would have become more difficult prey as they developed their military 

skills and defensive arrangements. Of course the en tire area was incress-

iog1y drawn into the growing regional economy, and wealth from trade may 

have increased. But the greater difficu1ties involved in military expan-

sion could have generated greater pressures on local populations from the 

ruling elite, and in this way may underlie subsequent developments in the 

region's politieal history. 

In Kano the last 24 years of the eighteenth century were relatively 

peaceful. Under Dauda Abusama (A.D. 1776-1781) there was no war or rebel-

lion. The reign of his suecessor, the last Hauss Sarki in Kano, was 

complicated by a drought. Mohamma Alwali lost his throne and his life 

to the Fu1ani at Burum-Burum (Palmer 1967,3:127), 

The Jihad 

The events of the jihad have been described a number of times (Arnett 

1920:23-31; Abdullah 1963; Last 1967:23-45). It began in the Hauaa state 

of Gobir in 1804 when Usuman dan Fodio, a Muslim Fulani Shehu, led his 

community on hijra away from the control of the King of Gobir. Usuman 

at one time had close relations with the royal court in Gobir, acting as 

a Muslim teacher and advisor ta the royal family. Disputes about the 

'Illegal' behaviour of the Sarkin Gohir, and the growing influence of 

( Usuman among many segments of the population led to an irreconcilab1e split. 

The Muslim community under Sheik Usuman wandered and fought a series of 
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battles in the are a of Gobir. Zamfara. and Kebbi over the next four years. 

Not until the autumn of 1808, on the third attempt, was Alkala~a. the 

capital of Gobir. captured. Sarkin Gobir. Yunfa, and aIl his men were 

killed. A year later, Usuman's son, Mohammed Bello, built the walls of 

the new town of Sokoto. By the spring of 1810 the main part of the jihad 

was over. Most of the former Hausa states, Nupe, and Adamawa were under 

\ 

the nominal control of Fulani Emirs who recognized the authority of the 

Amir al-mu'minin now based in Sokoto. 

Outside of the region occupied by the Hausa states of Gobir, Zamfara 

/ 
and Kebbi, most of which was included in the new emirates of Sokoto and 

Gwandu, the jihad was led by local Fulani leaders. In Kano staçe there 

were four main clans of Fulani: the Mindibawa, the Sulebawa. the Daneji, 

and Yolawa. In the dry season of 1805-1806, Usuman's son, Mohammed Bello, 

met the Fulani leaders from eastern Hausaland at Simin Gada and they were 

given the blessing of Sheik Usuman and a flag. It is not clear whether or 

not a single leader for Kano was chosen at this time. Arnett (1920:26) 

9ays Suleimanu of the Mindibawa was named first Emir of Kano. Gowers (1921: 

Il), on the other hand, asserts that no single leader was chosen until after 

the defeat of Alwali, the Hausa Sarki, in 1807. In any event Suleimanu 

eventually received Usuman's recognition as the first Emir of Kano. This 

did not settle the matter, however, and with Suleimanu's death in 1819 a 

struggle for the throne ensued. Ibrahim Dabo, the son of Malam Jerno, 

leader of the Sulebawa clan and the most prominent Fulani leader in Kano 

during the jihad, finally succeeded ta the throne (Gowers 1921:12; Palmer 

1967,3:128). 

( Discussions of the rise and suc cess of the jihad usua11y focus on 

1 7 ,three factors -- ethnicity. religion, and political economy. Certain of 
~ 
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the ear1y colonial officia1~ favoured the notion that the jihad was a 

struggle between races. For Meek (1925,1:100) the jihad represented 

". • . the arrivaI of a virile race of a hi~her type among peoples who, 

owing to centuries of a sedentary life, have lost their virility." Less 

racist theories centre qn the different forms of livelihood between 

oastoral Fulani and sedentary Hausa, as weIl as the fact that the leaders of 

the jihad were aIl Fulani, and its outcome was ta replace a Hausa elite with 

a Fulani elite. The argument from economic and political causes was also 

adumbrated by colonial authorities. 

It was,a movement at Kano for the reformation of the 
prevailing faith, corrupted as the reformers truly 
alleged by superstitious customs and practices. But 
like most religious risings which succeed by force 
of arms, its inception was due to economic and po
litical rather than religious motives (Gowers 1921: 
12). 

For Muslims the jihad was a religious reform movement, an attempt to 

crea te the ideal Muslim state on earth (Al-Hajj 1964). Of course, the 

fact is aIl three aspects played a raIe. The problem is ta clarify the· 
h 

particular manner in which they were combined, and how this combination 

was ideologically presented 50 as ta generate a hegemonic world-view that 

inspired and justified the actions of the ~jihaddin. 

The critiaue of the incumbent regimes had begun at least a century 

before the jihad of Usuman dan Fodio. The Shurb al-zulal, a poem written 

in the late seventeenth or early eighteenth century, ls an implicit attack 

on the prevailing customs of the Hausa states (Bivar and Hiskett 1962:130). 

In the Kitab aZ-farq Usuman dan Fodio lists his complaints against the 

Hausa governments. Many of them are explici tly economic: various "illegal 

taxes", arbitrary exactions, the need to present "gifts" to officiaIs of 

the state and courts to get action. Others are of a moral character: treat-

ment of women, tolerance of non-Islamic rites and cuIts, general corruption 
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The expression of politica1 and economic criticism in terms of religious 

reform is, of course, not unique to West,Africa Or Islamic societies. The 

Protestant reformation, and the growth of the Anabaptist movement are weIl 

known examples of a similar phenomena in European history. In a world 

where the design or sanction of an omnipotent God i5 the primary explanation 

for the existence of man and the ferm of society, political practice 

necessarily takes 'the form of, a religious struggle. In modern society 

the religious sanction is often replaced by a scientific one, and political 

views and economic ideas are based, or at least are claimed by their ~ro-

ponents to be based, on the findings of science. This is a fairly recent 

development, however, and is another example of the unique character of 

capitalist society. Thus, it is not surprising that Usuman dan Fodio attacks 

various forms of taxation because they are not sanctioned in the Shari'a, 

rather than because they are exploitative. This does not lessen the po-

litical content of the criticism. 

Nonetheless, one must not reduce the religious aspect of the jihad 

merely to politics and economics. Religion was a relatively autonomous 

structural instance of the social formation. lt cannot be doubted that, 

at least for the devout, the jihad was carried out and experienced as 

the fuifillment of a religious duty. The lived experience of the jihad 

for these people was orimarily a religious one. The poiiticai and economic 

effects of the jihad cannot necessarily be equated with the motivational 

force behind the actions of the people involved. Moreover, the reform 

and spread of Islam accomplished by the jihad itself had effects at the 
) 

politieal and economie leve1. For example. man y people were enslaved in 

the battles and raids undertaken by mujihaddini and.the spread of lslamic 

practices such as wife seclusion (kulle), wearing tu~bans, veils and 

1 
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other garments obviously had important effects on labour supplies, and the 

market for eloth. 

Beeause the ideologieal struggle, whieh is such an important aspect 

of any politieal action, was framed within the religious setting of Islam 

the activities of wandering Muslim scholars were crucial to the success of 
/ 

the jihad. The Toronkawa, a grouping of Fulani clans, brought Islam 

with them from Futa Turo sometime in the fifteenth century. Islam already 

had a presence in the cities, but man y Toronkawa became famous as rurally 

based malams. In the seventeenth century there was an increase in the 

number of these travelling teachers; a group whose preaching and criticism 

did much to change the spirit of the age, and helped crystallize the 

frustrations of their Fulani brethren, Hausa peasants, and perhaps even 
. 

slaves settled on rural estates. They stood aloof from the city-based 

Muslinp who were inextricably wrapped up in the corruption of the Hausa 

dominant class -- at least this is how it would appear to the population 

in the country. Adeleye has stressed the importance of the growth of a 
~, 

critical intellectual soirit. . . 
The intellectual awareness, as distinct from irrational 
belief, lent crucial vigour to the spirit of ouestioning 
vhich cut at the root of traditio~al religions, values 
and customs, and the whole moorings of the existing 
societies ln so far as they affected the life of the 
Muslim man ver se. Similar questions had indeed been 
raised in the courts in preceeding centuries and there 
had been reformist rulers in Hausaland and Bornu. But 

/
these were ooerating in situations in vhich Islam, 
despite royal support, was a fifth wheel in the state. 
Its base vas too narrow successfully to challenge 
prevailing traditions and attitudes. With the spread 
of education and the growth in depth of intellectual 
awareness, by the eighteenth century the time was r~e 
for a revolution (Adeleye 1971a:526). 

One must not, however. put the cart before the horse. Important as 

the spirit of questioning was, it did not oroduce the jihad. Indeed, it 

was generated by the economic and political condition which the malams 

r 
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cr1t1c1zed. 

That ethnic1ty was not the fu~amental cL:.&Ory upon whieh the .jihad 

forces were organized iê evident in the; makeup of the armies that o met. 

Fulani and Hausa, as weIl as other groups like the Tuareg fought On bath 

sides (Waldman 1965, 1966; Last 1967:27-29). Abdullah, Usuman's brother, 

noted that prior ta the jihad when the "Community" was in formation, 

their own tribesmen were slow to j oin, even though "most of the country, 

the eommon people and the nobles" were coming ta the Sheik (Abdullah 1963: 

98). Certain of the economic complaints of Usuman were problems specifie 

ta Fulani clans, i.e. the attack on j~ali as an illegal taXe But in 

~ther respects the criticisms appealed to many of the rural population, 

as weIl as members of noble lineages excluded from positions of power. 

Pastoral Fulani undoubtedly' experienced many prob1ems with the 

sedentary Hausa peasantry. H~wever, one must take care not FO overemphasize 

the contradictions between eattle herders and agriculturalists. Fulani 

exehanged pastoral products for g~ain and manufactured 

peasants. Symbiotic relations such as the 

pasture cattle in already harvested fields 

practice of letting e Fu1ani 

-- L"e. e~ stubble for 

manure -- were ~ommon. Agriculturalist~ arranged with Fu1ani ta take care 

of eattle which they owned. Finally, the pastoral Fulani popuiation is 

on1y a minority of the overall Fulani community (Hopen 1958:3-5). The 

ethnie eategory Fulani included city based malams and traders, sedentary 

peasants, semi-sedentary peasan~-nomads, and final1y the pastoral Fulani. 
? 

It is, perhaps, a bias in ethnographie reporting whieh has 1ed to the 

8 impression that aIl or ev en most Fulani are nomadie pastora1ists. 

Given th~ factors noted above one must question the degree to which, 

the conf1ict between pastoralists and peasants overdetermined that between 
" 

ciÇy dwe11ers and aIl rural people, or between the dominant class and aIl 

( 
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the subordinate groups regardless of their ethnicity. The pastoral Fulani 

and the sedentary Hausa were bath rural peoples subject ta the exactions 

of the city-based elite. In this sense they had more in cammon with each 
'tr 

other, than either did with their ethnie brethren in the city. Ethnicity 

was utilized by the leaders of the jihad to garnish and cansalidate support, 

especially in the eastern Hausa states. Ethnie differences, in and of 

themselves, did not generate the jihad. 
, 

Once the jihad began the shroud of religious sanctity which surrounded 

Usuman's community, and those attached ta it, rwas very saon soiled~ The 

exigencies of warfare saon transformed the nature of the community (Last 

1967:57~60). Even in the Sheik's homg region this was true. The followers 

of Usuman plundered the peasantry in Gobir without provocation (Abdullah 

1963:114). Towards the end of 1807 Abdullah became so disgusted with the 

materialism of the army that he felt compelled to perform a retreat to the 
"-

wilderness. Apparently there was a very wide divergence between the ideals 

expressed by the leaders of the jihad and the actual behaviour of the rank 

and file (Abdullah 1963:118-121). 'Raiding was undoubtedly sav~ge on bath ~ 

sides. On an expedition into Gurma Abdullah coldly reports that women 

and children we1îe taken prisoner "and their men were slain with the axe" 

'(Abdullah 1963:126). 

Thus, it is evident that the jihad 4was a complex historical event. 

Reference ta any single category is insufficient as an explanation. Econqmic 

and political factors undoubtedly underlay the revoIt. But these were 

expressed through the idioms of religion; the fight was ideologically 

present~d as a struggle for adherence to true Islamic principles. The 

resuit was the removal of the domi~ant social class, that is to say, the 

outcome was political as weIl as religious, Ethnicity was not a prime 

motivating factor. However, it was employed to strengthen the forces of 
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the jihad, ,to,,, rally support to the Sheik' s community, ilnd to consolidate 

state pow~r after the main part of the jihad was succe~sfu1., After a11 
.; 

the Hausa ~obility was replaced by a Fulani nobility. 

Càliphate and Emirate 
i D 

The jihad,gave ri se to the Sokoto Caliphate, the largest single po-

litical entity~in West Africa during the nineteenth century. After the 

defeat of the King of Gobir in 1808 the size<of the Caliphate continu~d .' 
to grow until almost mid-century as local jihads along the borders extended 

the area in allegiance to Sokoto. This was especially ~o in Adamawa where 

individual leade/rs of Fulani clans (ardo 'en) carried ou't their "re.ligiOus" 

wars ",of conquest (Burnham 1980)., Although the Caliph or Amir al-mu 1 iminin 

in Sokoto maintained more of a ritual than practical control of the indi-

vidual emirates, enough cohesion existed among these emirates to put an end . , \ 

- .'" 
ta the numerous wars that had plaguè~ ~he Hausa states sinee the fifteenth 

eentury. In this sense Adeleye is correct when he asserts, ·~'the jihad by 

enthroning ,Islam supplied these states and their neighbours with a supra~ 

state ideology for integration" (Adeleye 1971a:530). 

When Bello met the leaders of the eastern Fulani at Birnin Gada they 
" 

had made bay'a (hommage) to Sheik ~s~an. This along with the flags given 

to ~h~se ~ by Usuman i~~;eates that they accented the st~tus of sub

ordinates. In the elassic 'Islamic sense a~ Emir i5 the lieuténant of a 

,Ca1iph. He owed the Caliph certain responsibilities and in return could 

exp~ct support-bf various kinds (Abubakar 1974:216) . 
~ , 

The Caliphate was divided in two after the main part of the jihad . 

was complete, and i.t became evident that administrative structures were 

requlred'(Last 1967:40-45). Usuman's son, Muhammed Bello, based in the 

new city of Sokoto, was given contra] of the east, and his uncle Abdullah 

\ ". 

1 

), 



_. 

"oc '( 

IIIAlAUIII ,,_'AIII 
IIAnMII 
• MIAII 
, 'AUIII 

-<--

. \ 

-"" 

...-. 

HAPl 
() 

THE FULANI EMPIRES OF-SOKOTO AND GWANDU 

,-- ...... , 
;,' " l , 

1 AIR \ 
JI un,.' 1 

; \ - 1 
,,/', .;'.;' 

.;' .. ","" 

ait •• ...; 

THE FULANI EMPIRES OF SOKO'TO AND 
GWANDU AT THEIR GREATEST EXTENT 
.... -.... _.................... ,......'\ ... ~.-.......-...... ..................... '''- ... - ... _- , , r .... 

DAMAGARAM 

.-. 

IBOlAND \........:.-....... 
..... ~--

~,. 

.... 
from Johnaton (1967: facing p. 97) 

\ 

~- ~-_ ... 

w -

~ . 

....-.... 

w ... 



, 
32 

9 Situated in Gando, vas given the ~est. When the Sheik died in 1817 

Abdullah reluctantly recognized Bel1o's overal1 predominance, a1though 

administrative control of the west remained in his hands (Last 1967:63-66). 

The politica1 domination of the eastern emirates by Sokoto was evident 

in at 1east three practices (Abubakar 1974:216-217). Firstly, as vassals 

the emirs were expected to contribute military contingents for campaigns 

undertaken by the Caliph. Secondly, they paid annual 'tribute to Sokoto. 

Thirdly, the appointment and deposition of the emirs was in the hands of 

the Caliph in Sokoto. On the basis of these relations Abubakar conc1udes 

"that the Caliph was not a nominal leader, but, he was in fact the overlord 

of the Emirs and the ter,ritories they governed were dependent and not 

independent states" (Abubakar 1974:217). 

The actual degree of control exercised by the Caliph over events in 
1 

the emirates was, ~~wever, variable, to say the least. Abubakar cites 

several examples of the em1rates contributing mi11tary contingents to aid 

the Sultan. Further, there 1s no doubt that tribute was paid, each emirate 

contributing goods which were particular to it. 

Kano produces the greatest revenue which the sultan 
receives, and is paid monthly in horses, cowries and 
cloth. A~~~_ pays yearly in slaves; Jackoba, 1.n 
slaves an~lead ore; Zegzeg in slaves and cowries; 
Zamfra, the same; Hadiga and Katagum and Zaonima, in 
horses, bullocks and slaves; Kashna, in slaves, cowrieS 
and c1oth; Ader or Tadela, in bu11ocks, sheep, camels, 
and a coarse kind of cloth of cotton . . . (Clapp~rton 

1966:215-216).10 

Ho~ver, the size of the tribute was not under the control of Sokoto. lt 

varied with economic çond1tions, and with the state of political relations 
) 

betwee? Sokoto and the em1rate government. Al1yu Baba, the ultimate 

victor in the Kano civil war of 1892-1894, reduced the payments ta Sokoto, 

partly because of the fact that Sokoto had supported the rival faction 

(Fika 1978:74-75). 
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During his visit in the l850s Heinrich Barth described the Sokoto 

Caliphate as "great in extent, but weak beyond description in the unsettled 

state of its loosely-connected provinces" (Barth 1965,2:234). The weakness 

, 
of Sokoto's control was clearly indicated by the events of the Kano Civil 

War. The Sultan's appointed man was opposed by part of the local hierarchy 

and Sokoto was incapable of militarily enforcing its candidatets claim. Il 

In Zazzau, on the other hand, Sokoto had a more direct influence in the 

emirate's internaI politics. The throne was rotated among the three 

principal Fulani lineages, a practice which generated a great de al of 

competition among the numerous candidates for succession. Even Kano was 

able ta influence the outcome of the inevitable intrigues c,aused by this 

dynastie tradition (M.G. Smith 1955:68-69; 1960:73-77). Thus, while it 
, 
is true that in theory the emirates were dependent states, and there are 

certain symbolic and material examples of Sokoto's control, practically 

speaking Sokoto's domination varied in relation to the strength of the 

ruling elite in each emirate. 

Kano in the Regional Economy 

Even thoughthe Sokoto Caliphate did not represent a tightly-knit 

political unit, it did form a coherent economic unit bound up in a 

regionally differentiated economy. In the aftermath of the Kano civil 

, t , 
war Aliyu Baba, the Sarki, res~ed his posit~on as a dependent subject 

of the Caliph in Sokoto despite the fact that he had won his position 

in opposition to the Caliph's wishes. Fika astutely summarizes the reason-

tug behind this decision. 

lt made sense for Aliyu ta return to the fold for he 
could not expect to derive any advantage by seceding 
from the Caliphate. The latter step could have la st 
bim suvport from hitherto sympathetic neighbours, 
while membership of the Çaliphate provided Kano with 
a vast trading hinterland which was the basis of the 
prosperity of Aliyu and his subjects (Fika 1978:74). 

J 
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For historieal and politieal reasons Kano was one of the metropolitan and 

tndustrial centres of the Islamic community united under the leadership 

of the Caliph of Sokoto. The creation of the Caliphate through jihad 

inereased the total are a where Kano produce could be marketed and from 

~ which ~'raw materials" such as slaves cou Id be acquired. 

A regiona! divis~on of labour had long been a recognized fact of the 

Bausa states. The legend of the origin of the Hausa states assign:s special 

aetivities to different ones. Gobir was renowned for its military talents, 

Katsina and Daura were centres of commerce, Kano and Rano specialized in 

dyeing cloth, and Zazzau supplied slaves (Barth 1965,1:470-472). The 

creation of the Caliphate provided a oolitical and ideological framework 

for this division of labour, and the boundaries of the system were expanded. 

Frontier emirates s~ch as Adamawa we~~ created under the aegis of the holy 

var, but the principal economic support of the Fulani ardo'en who waged 

these local jihads was the trade of their pagan captives. These slaves were 

destined for the trans-Saharan trade or use in the central emirates such 

as Kano. Traders from the central emirates vere able to move into these 

new areas under the protection of local leaders lovaI to Sokoto, thereby 

increasing the market for manufactured goods (Burnham 1980). 

Kano was the richest of the emirates in the nineteenth century. The 

. disruption of the trans-Saharan trade route through Katsina, by the creation 

of the kingdom of Maradi under the exiled Hausa rulers of Katsina, favoured 

Kano. But its wealth depended more on local manufacturing and regional 

commerce with the desert region to the north and the forest to the south 

than it did on long-distance trade across the desert. There can be no 

doubt that the reentrenchment and expansion of Islam which accomoanied the 

establishment of the Caliphate stimulated these activities .. 

Islam maintains important strictures against the consumption of 
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stimulants, kola being a s1gn1f1cant exception. It also en10ins against 

nakedness (Trimingham 1959:197). Two of the major commercial enterprises 

of n1neteenth-century Kano emirate were the kola trade with the Ashanti 

~region and the production of dyed-cloth. Barth commented on the kola 

trade during his visit to Kano in the 18s0s. 

Besides these [iocai1 manufactures-, the chief article 
of African produce rn the Kano market is the "guro" or 
kola-nut; but while, on the one hand, it forma an 
important article of transit, and brings considerable 
profit, on the other large surns are expended by the 
natives upon this luxury, which has become to them 
as necessary as coffee or tea to us (Barth 1965,1:514). 

Trade was estimated by Barth to be worth between 80 and 100 million cOWTie 

12 shells annually, half of which was profit to the merchants. 

He 4lso observed the cloth industry for which Kano was famed. Dyed-

.,,1 
cloth was produced in the city and in the surrounding towns, and was traded 

13 aIl over West Africa and beyond. 

There 15 really something grand in this kind of 
industry. which spreads to the north as far as 
Murzak, Ghat, and even Tripoli; to the west not only 
to Timb'uktu, but in some degree even as far as the 
shores of the Atlantic, and the very inhabitants of 
Arquin dressing in the cloth woven and dyed in Kano; 
to the east aIl over Bornu, althou~h there it comes 
into contact with the native industry of the r'gbira 
and l'gbo, while toward the southeast it invades the 
whole of 'Adamawa and is only limited by the naked
ness of the pagan sans-culottes, who do not wear 
clothing (Barth 1965,1:511). 

The last comment is interesting for conversion to Islam was one,way of 

av'oiding enslavement, in theory at least, and the spread of the religion 

14 
increased the demand for clothing. Consequently. the expansion of the 

Caliphate borders through jihad increased the size of Kano's market. 

Robinson claimed that Kano clothed 

. • • more that half the population of the Central 
Soudan, and any European traveller who will take the 
trouble to ask for it, will find no difficulty in 
purchasing Kano made clothes at towns on the coast 

f 
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as widely separated from one another as Alexandria, 
Tripoli, Tunis or Lagos (Robinson l896b:113). 
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There can be no doubt that while agriculture was the primary occupation 

of the vast majority of the population of Kano cloth and other manufactures, . 

such as 1eather goods, were important additional sources of income. Barth 

estimated the value of the export trade in dy~d-cloth at about 300,000,000 

cowrie shells, 

and how great this national wealth is will be under
stood by my readers wh en they know that, wit~ from 
fifty to sixt Y thousand kurdi [cowrie shel1sJ, or\) 
from four to five pounds sterling a year, a whole 
family may live in that country with ease, inc1uding 
every expénse, even that of their clothing (Barth 1965, 
1:511-512). 

On the basis of his research into Kano's precolonial textile industry Shea 

believes there were "tens of thousands of dyers in Kano and even more 

craftsmen engaged in other aspects of the production and trade of textiles" 

(Shea 1975:60). 

With its natural endowments, favourable position bet~een the desert 
'1 

and forest, and long tradition as a centre of learning, manufacturing and 

trading Kano was a dominant metropolis in the regionally differentiated 

and hierarchical economy. The hinterlands were, in sorne cases, opened by 

~eople with close ties to Kano. Yola, the capital of Adamawa, was named 

after a ward in Kano city thereby reflecting its colonial origin (Barth 

1965,1:508). 

The hinterlands were not necessarily on the outer edges of the 

Caliphate's borders. Within the boundaries, between the emirates in hilly 

or mountainous territory, non-Islamic populations survived, and were 

continually preyed upon by state-organized slaving expeditions. One 

European traveller noted that slaves were, 

o being continually recruited from the wholly pagan 
races who live in the mountainous regions that lie 
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within easy raidin~ distance from the capitals of most 
of the provinces. Each emir has his own preserves, on 
which his neighbour Is not supposed to encroach 
(Wallace 1896:217). 

Zazzau had traditional1y been the largest supplier of slaves to the 

Rausa states and it appears this function continued in the nineteenth 

38 

century. State organized raids into the preserves were annua1 dry-season 

events (Hogendorn 1980). 

The government of Kano may not have been as interested in annual 

raiding, but it did carry out campaigns into the Ningi plateau region on 
<1 

1ts southeastern borders. During his stay in Kano betweeri December 1894 

and March 1895 Robinson observed about 1,000 captives from a single raid 

against the Ningawa (Robinson 1896b:130). ~se more or 1ess acephalous 

groups vere not easy, passive victims, though. By the 1880s the Ningava 

vere raiding into Kano (Fika 1978:40). 

The importance of slavery in Kano will be treated in detail in Chapter 

Three. At present it is enough to note the regional structure of t~ese 

slave reservoirs in relation ta the large central emirates where the slaves 

were used or sold ta the trans-Saharan trade. 

Town and Country in Hausaland 

In an often-quoted phrase Mar~ said: 

The foundation of every division of labour vhieh has 
attained a certain degree of development, and has 
been brought about by the exchange of commodities, 
i8 the separation of town from country. One might 
weIl say that the who1e economic history of society 
i8 summed up in the movement of this antithesis 
(Marx 1977:472). 

The importance of the establishment of birane, the large va11ed eities, in 

the evolution of the Hausa states has a1ready been indicated. l want here 

ta outline in more detail the political and economic ties between town 

and country vith special reference ta Kano emirate. The nature of these 

..... 

/ 

/ 
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relations indieate some general features of the region's po1itieal eeonomy 

and provide seme clues as to the kind of social and economie formation 

which was represented there. 

Although large eities were important nodal points in the region's 

po1itica1 economy, it must be remembered, as Polly Hill (1977:3-4) has 

made clear, that a very small portion of the population lived in the large 

metropo1es. Even if the population of Birnin Kano was 60,000 ta 90,000 

in,1900 it contained only two or three percent of the population of the 

emirate. The general statements of Europeans who visited Hausaland in the 

ninete~nth century ean be mis1eading. Robinson journeyed from Leke on 

the Benue River ta Birnin Kano in 1894. "Every day as a ru1e we passed 

two or more villages of cons~~1e size and about every 50 miles we 

came across a town eontaining from 10,000 ta 30,000 inhabitants" (Robinson 

1896a:203). But the actual settlement patterns were far from homogeneous. 

They varied in relation ta geographica1, historiea1. social and po1itieal 

factors. 

Geographers have identified a settlement hierarchy on the basis of 

demographic criteria (e.f. Mortlmore 1972). At the bottom of this system 

of classification ls the k.a.uye or village area. Such "villages" were not 

necessarily nucleated, especially in the secure regions of the central 

emirates. In Kano two million of the emirate total of three million people 

1ived within a 30 mile radius of the city (Gowers 1921:6; Hill 1977:17-19), 

and it seems the majority of these lived scattered about the region in 

single family compounds (Jidaje, sing. gi~ or in loosely clustered groups 

of eompounds (unguwayi, sing. unguwa).15 In the early 18S0s Heinrich Barth 

eommented while just outside Kano city: "The villages are here scattered 

about in the most agreeable and eonvenient way, as farming villages ought 

always ta be, but whieh is practieal only in a state of considerable 
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secur1tyand tranqu1lity" (Barth 1965,1:487). Robinson visited Kano in 
\ 

the l890s. "Within three days' march of the city, we saw for the first 

time since leaving Loko single houses attached to farms and away from the 

protection of any fortified village or town" (Robinson l896b:99). One 

, should keep in mind that the Kano-C1ose-Settled-Zone (KCSZ hereafter) had 

16 a very high population density. 

The second order of settlement in Hausaland is the gari, "translated 

either as village ot town" (Mortimore 1972:119). The primary distinction 

between the gari and the kaUY~he former is always nucleated, 

surrounded by an area of permanently cultlvated lands, and -- as defined 

by geographers -- con tains a population greater than 500 "upwards ta a 

1imit that ls not easy to define" (Mortimore 1972:119). Prior to the British 

conquest these settlement\s were often walled. Lugard reported 170 walled 

towns in Kano emirate at the turn of the century (Northern Nigeria. Annual 

Report. 1904) . Of course, the [Jhyslcal and human constitution of the 

gaPi depended upon its size and economic speciallzation, if there was one. 

The third order of sett1ement is the birni (pl. birane). This was the 

politieal capital of the emirate or state. Generally they were large, with 

a sizeable land area encompassed by the wal1s. It is important ta note 

that, as with the other types of settlement, objective factors such as 

size are not the definitive features signified by the term birni. 

Mortimore comments: 

The term {I.e. birni] is logically trans1ated 'city' 
not in the American sense of a large town but in the 
Eng11sh (and European) sense of a one time important 
po1itical centre having a defined status in society 
and often of considerable antiquity. It is notice
able that the capital of sorne smal1er emirates' set 
up after the Fu1ani jihad in the early nineteenth 
century have not come ta be known by the term birni 
(Mortimore 1972:119-120). 

The large birni, because they were centres of politica1 power, were 
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also centres of manufacturing and mercantile activities, but they by no 

means had a monopoly on these activities. Kano is probably"the most famous 

birni. Certainly it was the largest city in t~est Africa in the nineteenth 

century: Barth (1965,1:504-525) has left the most complete description. 

17 The city was composed of many wards or quarters as Barth calls them. 

two largest ethnie groups in the city, Hausa and Fulani, lived in their 

own sections. There were also large numbers of immigrants, chiefly 

The 

18 Beriberi, Nupe, Tuareg and Arabs. Population size and composition varied 

with the seasons. Aside from the wards distinguished on the basis of 

ethnicity, occupation and political office, there was a special quarter 

for the blind and anotheY for the lame (Clapperton 1826:63-64). Rural 

settlement's were by no means egali tarian or homogeneous in terms of income, 

but it was in the large cities that the extreme differentiation between 

social classes was most readily apparent. Furthe~ore, the differences 

between the urban and rural populations were very strongly perceived. 

"Hausa themselves emphasize these rural-urban differences, and these 

conditions are occasionally cited in pleas for divorce" (M.G. Smith 1960: 

239). 

This threefold hierarchy must be supplemented. Other forms of 

settlement may have physically resembled the kauye or gari but their social 

makeup places them outside these categories. Mary Smith provides the 

following definition. "Rinji, pl. rinjoji, rumada: The place where slaves 

lived; it might be in the forecourt of their master's compound, or a 

separa te village settlement ••. " (M. Smith 1964:255). M.G. Smith says: 

"The rwnada or slave estates were hereditary settlements of slaves with 

some freemen, but mostly the former, built by nobles and others enjoying 

similar means" (M.G. Smith 1955:102-103). Lovejoy has recently argued 

that rwnada shou1d be translated as ,a slave plantation rather than as slave 

" 
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villages. 

Methode of slave plantation varied, and in some cases 
slaves lived in what appeared to outsiders as villages 
under headmen. These headmen, usually slaves themselves, 
are here identified as overseers, since they supervised 
agricultural production for the slave owner. The 
description of slave settlements as villages clouds 
the economic relationship between mas ter and slave and 
is therefore avoided (Lovejoy 1978b:343). 

Hill reports three "plantations" in the area she studied just outside 

the Kano city walls. A prominent Koranic scholar had about 30 slaves 
::.. 
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settled on his; an estate be10nging to the Emir of Kano had about fifty 

male and fema1e slaves; the city's chief blacksmith owned an estate slightly 

sma1ler than that which belonged to the Emir (Hill 1977:214-215). In other 

regions these slave settlements could b~' very la~ge. The Emir of Zazzau, 

Mommon Sani (l846-l860),owned several such estates the 1argest of which 

may have included 3,000 slaves (M.G. Smith 1960:157).19 

The ana1ytical problems presented by these slave "villages" will be 

discussed in detail in Chapter Four. Now l will briefly describe the 

relations between the large birane where the political elite lived and 

the other settlements. 

Birnin Kano had important economic links to the KCSZ. It was a market 

for cash crops, catt1e, firewood and rural manufactures. It contained ten 

retail markets (Barth 1965,1:506-507, 523), a1though their economic impor-

tance is hard to measure because much commercial activity took place out-

side of market places (Morel 1968:217; Hill 1969). The city did contain 

many manufacturing activities such as cloth dyeing, metal smelting, and 

leather work, but it was not necessarily the most im~ortant site of these 

activities. For the textile industry, at 1east, most of the city's pro-

duction was consumed in the city, the big export-oriented centres were 

villages in the rural regions/(Shea 1975:102-140). The city was an 

important source of fertilizer for the KCSZ where permanent ~ultivation 
.J 



( 

~ 43 

1 

! 

was the norm. Donkey loads of human and animal waste were sold to the 

peasantry (Hill 1977:1-20). 

The first British officiaIs in northern Nigeria referred ta the 

po1itica1 system as feudalism. But the nature of the rural-urban relations 
, 

shows this is incorrect. Birnin Kano was the centre of political power, 

the seat of the Emir and the senior state office holders4 Chakimai). The 

entire emirate was divided into districts (often called fiefs by the 

British) which were given ta the hakimai, primarily as sources of revenue. 

These districts included towns and villages. Urban centres were not, in 

this sense, self-governing communities outside of a feudal political struc-

ture as was the, case in medieval Europe (Merrington 1975). Neither can the 

hakimai be compared to the feudal nobility. In Kano they had ta live in 

20 the capital, whereas feudal lords lived on their own manors and estates, 

for the personal relation between lord and vassal was a central feature of 

feudal social relations (Bloch 1961). The feudal lord also had monopoly 

ownership of the land and the vassal's tenure was determinate upon his 

declaration of allegiance ta his lord. In Kano, to the contrary, the 

towns and villages were under the immediate control of their local headmen; 

land distribution and occupancy were not usually contro1led by the hakimai. 

Thus, although they were absent from their domains, they cannot be con-

sidered absentee landlords as the British called them, for they did not 

actually own the land (Hill 1977:10). Slave estates do bring an element 

of confusion into this picture, but for now l will only note that sometimes 

they were attached to political office rather than the individual who 

o~cupied the office, although there were privately owned slave estates. 

Basically y the hakimai' had little administrative or judicial function 

in their so-called fiefs., 'They represented a so~rce of income, and tax 
J , 

collection was the main concern of those who had,been granted them. The 

, i~. 
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~~hak~i were represented by Jakuda, representatives who 'oversaw tax collection , 

and looked after their masters' interests generally in the districts. Often 

the jakuda were slaves. 

The geographical distribution of the fiefs, or districts as Polly 
\\ 

Hill prefers, was complicated. In Kano th~ tOur major Fulani clans had 

/" " 
conquered different parfs of the emirate during the jihad. Their role in 

,t\~ jihad determined that ~everal of the senior state offices were controlled 
r 

by these ·clans. Those offices were, in -essence, t'he heritable property of 

these clans, and the fiefs or distticts attached to these offices were 

distributed according to th~~' regional predominance of the four clans. 

However, not aIl the state offices were hereditary. The Annual Report for 

19.Q2 lists 46 state offices, ". . . 12 chiefs, who are aopointed from the . . " 

royal famfly, 20 hereditary offices, six non-herèditary and eight held by 

the Emir's chief slaves," It has been estimated that there were 400 fiefs 

(Hill 1977:8), and not aIl of them were contiguous. Some consisted of 
~ 

~ 
individual towns, villa~s 

-q 

or esta tes dispersed through th~ emirate. This 

being sa S~bstituti~ the term district for fief does not clar if y the matter. 

stearly, this is an issue which requires more research, for it is central 

~ to our understanding of the polittcal system in the emirate. 

Because of' the loose control the hakimai exercised it has been argued 

that the peasantry wer~ essentially autonomous. Hill (1977) says that 

the British cOfonial practice of indirect7rUle was de facto non-rule in 

'. northern Nigeria, since it maintained t~ indigenous politieal structure. , 

lt i5 evident, though, that while daily activities and other matters were 

local business only, the presence of "the state was felt. .. 
State revenue was derived primarily from a series of taxes, although 

it was augmented by levies on COllllllerce, slave-trachn~, and "~1its" fr;'m 

those s~eking favour, as weIl as the produce of royal slave-estates and ~ 

.~ 

l: j 



1 

l _ 

45 

, 
practices such as ~e. State revenue vas not separated from the Emir"s 

personal income. There vere four basic taxes (Fika 1978:39-41). 1) A 

tithe vas pa id on harvested grain and cattle (tQe latter vas known as 

jangaZi). '2) A ground r~nt (A~abic: ~j) vas charged to non-Hus1ims. 

Since aIl of Kano had been conquered by Fu1ani in ,the jihad, no distinction 

vas made betveen non-Mus1ims and Mus1ims' "in this regard. The Rausa term 

for this rent vas~~n kasa. 3~ A 1evy vas imposed on c~~h croos (kurdin 

shuka), vith the significant exception of cotton and ind1go. 4) Finally, 

there vas a tax on dye-pits pa1d in cowries (~din karofi), the IODe 

"industria1" tax in Kano. 

The veight of these taxes on the peasantry 1s ha rd to measure. Citing 

the1r value in cowries '1s meaningless oûtside of a knovledge of the...-yearly: , 
income ot the peasantry. JanaaZi, the tax on cattlet vas a source of 

tension betveen tbe Rausa rulers and the nomadic Fulani PTior ta tbe jihad. --If the Annua1 Reports are to be believed the peasantry avoi4ed payment 

when possible. AÙer the British conquest in 1903 it vas reported. 

At first there vas considerable lavlessness in the 
country districts; the Fulani faction vere driven out, 
and the people refused to pay any taxes, while the 
slaves of the Fulan~deserted them 1A large numbers. 
This caused some resentment towards the new Governme~ 
on the part of the country Fulani, for the peasantry 
showed a des ire to throv off the yoke and attacked the 
tax collectors .•• (Northern Ni~eria. Annual Report. 1903). 

Thus even though technical and administrat~ve factors rendered close 

monitoring of the peasantry difficult, it cannot be said that the state 

was not a factor in rural lite. Revolts and rebellions vere coiamon through-

out the nineteenth century in Kano and although they cannot aIl be claimed 

to be struggles against the "system" popular dlscontent ls always a factor 

in upheavals of this kind. 

Kano, like other states of precolonial West Africa. was overwhelmingly 

. . 
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rural in orientation. The large capital city was first and foremost the 

camp of the political elite, the nodal point of a despotic, ,if loose, 
• 

domination of the countryside. It did not exist 7 as in feudal Europe, in 

the interstices left by rurally based social relations. It sat on top of 

the rural society, not interfering in it directly but drawing surplus from 

it. Thua, w~ must question Polly Hillfs idea that the state played no 

raIe in the lives of the rural people in Hausaland. Moreover, the p~litical 

elite did 'extract surplus from the local people, contrary ta whar Coquery-

Vidrovitch claims in her theory on the African mode of production (see the 

introduction). It is now necessary ta examine the role of slave labour in 

Kano. It is appropriate, therefore, to 'introduèë some general issues con-

cerning African slavery: 

.. 
( , " 
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Notes - Chapter One 

1: Thé geography texts l have used are Church (1980) and Gleave and 
White (1971). 

2. Lugard reported there were 170 walled towns in Kano emirate (Northern 
Nigeria. Annua1 Report 1904). 

3. Of course, whether slavery 18 the correct term i8 a prob1em. Insofar 
as It invo1ves the absolute1y Involuntary subjection to authority, 
l would argue this i9 slavery (see Chapter Iwo). The legal status 
of these people, and the evo1utlon of their status Is unknown . 

. 4. This is interesting because Hill (1977;209) states that the slave 
estates discussed by Smith (1955) for northern Zaria were Fulan! 
institutions, not Hau~a. This passage suggests that slave estates 
were established very early on in the Hausa states. The problem

r
is 

ta discover what became of these settlements. 

5. For a description of kame in nineteenth-century Maradi see M.G. 
Smith (1967:117-118). 

6. The "Kano Chronic1e" says Amina was active durlng Dauda's reign 
(A.D. 1421-1438)(Palmer 1967,3:109). The chroniclers of Zazzau 

h 

set her conquests in the midd1e of the sixteenth-century. M.G. 
Smith thinks "Amina's Wal1j" may have been built by different people 
at varying times (M.G. Smith 1964:349). For other comments on 
Amina see Bello (1826:162). 

7. The brief analysls whlch follow8 is heavily influenced by Waldman 
(1965, 1966). 

8. The classic ethnographies 9f pastoral Fulani who live within what 
was the Sokoto Caliphate are C.E. Hopen, The Pastoral Fulbe Family 
in Gwandu (1958) and D.J. Stenning, Savanna Nomads (1959). 

9. 8ar~h listed the "provinces" under Gando, 
"They are, the western haH of Kebbi, Mauri or Arewa, Zaberma, 
Dendina (comprising Kenga-kay and Zagha), a great part of 
Gurma (comprising the provinces of Galaijo, Torode, Yagha, and 
Libtaka) with a sma1l portion of Borgu and Barba, a large 
portion of Yoruba, with the capital Alori or Ilorin. and. on" 
the east side of the river, the provinces of Yaura and Nupe 
or Nyffi". He continues on ta say: "But at that time most 
of the provinces were plunged into an abys8 of anarchy . • . 
(Barth 1965,3:147-148). 

The east eventually included Zamfara, Katslna. Kano, Daura, 
Rauchi. Gambe, Katag~m, Zaria, Hadeiia and Adamawa (Last 1967:44). 

Il 

10. Clapperton was in Hausaland in the 1820'8. Barth was thére in the 
1850's. According to Barth'Zazzau pa1d Sokoto 2,000,000 cowrie 
sbella. 500 tobes. and 30 horses (1965,3:95). During a second vi'sit 
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to Wurno.- the Sultan's residence. outside Sokoto he said: 
". • • notwithstanding the extreme weakness of this 
empire, if viewed from a European point of view, it even 
now ia not quite destitute of means. During my stay 
the messengers arrived from Zariya with a bi-monthly 
tribute of 300r'000 shells, 85 slaves, ~nd 100 tobes" 
(1965,3: 564) . 

Robinson visited tne Caliphate in 1894. He made the following 
record of tribute to Sokoto. 

"Kano senda 100 horses. 15.000 tobes of various 
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patterns. 10,000 turbans. and several other miscellaneous 
articles. Katsena sends 100 slaves, besides horses and 
cowries; Gorim Bautshi 500 slaves, and Adamawa 10,000. 
(According ta another account which l subsequently received 
this should be reduced ta 2,000)" (1896b:l05). 

Apparently, then there were great variations in the amount and kind 
of tribute, aithough the reliability of these reports cannot be 
measured. 

Il. The immediate cause of the civil war was that the Sultan had broken 
with custom in arbitrarily appointing Tukrur, without consultation 
with the Kano e1ectors (Fika 1978:59). 

12. For the history of Hausa - AS,hanti kola trade see Lovejoy (1973). 

13. The history of this dyed-cloth industry is described by Shea (1975). 

14. It is clear1y wrong to equate paganism with nakedness. But the 
differences in dress between aIsl ims and pagans ls a theme in the 
travel 1iterature. Describing the costume of the Kanembu who 1ived 
on. the shores of Lake Tchad, Barth says it left the body naked 
except for a 1eathern apron. He continues; "This ls a remarkable 
pecu1iarity of costume which seems to prevail among almost aIl 
barbarous trlbes" (Barth 1965,2,:67-68). 

15. 

16. 

1 

Charles Monteil argued that thel spread of Islam and cotton cuI ti
vation were closely 1inked in Africa (Monteil 1932:11). The 
Wangara clerics and traders who\first came ta Kano in the fourteenth
century definitely stimulated tle production of dyed cloth (Lovejoy 
1978a) . 

Mortimore (1972:119) refers to hese as wards. Hill (1972:329) defines 
them as: If A hamlet an are a of dispersed settlement, or a ward. An 
administrative area." 

Gowers, who was several times the British resident in Kano estimated 
the densit' at 350 persons per square mile (Gowers ~920:6). He 
arrived at this figure via an estimate of the KCSZ population of 
1,000,000. Hil1's estimate of 2,000,000 would double this figure 
to around 700 persons per square mile. 

17. These wards were not formaI administrative districts in the nineteenth 
eentury (Paden 1973:10). 
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18. Ethnie figures for 1931, the earliest avai1ab1e, are: Rau.a 77%, 
Fu1ani 12%, Beriberi 7% CPaden 1973:22). 

19. For an economic ana1ysis of two such estates see Bogendorn (1977). 

20. The cu~ varied in each emirate. In Katsina and Sokoto the 
hakimai 1ived in the districts ass~gned to them ,(Northern Nigeria. 
Annual Report 1902; ,Bill 1977: 7). 

.. 
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CHAPTER IWO 

GENERAL ISSUES CONGERNING SLAVERY IN AFRICA 

The discussion of African slavery is complicated by a number of con-

ceptuai problems. These problems are not peculiar ta the institution of 

slavery; they spring from the process of the production of knowledge. Con-

cepts and definitions are essential tools in our ability to comprehend and 

order the infinite complexity of the real world. These are not given by 

!J 
OUT perception of empirical facts; they are created in response to'perceptions 

of the reai world and within and upon a cultural tradition which ia rooted 

in a specifie form of society. The problem lies in the attempt to transfer 

concepts across cultural boundaries, to apply definitions developed in one 

~ciety to the empirical reality of another society. It is a problem of 

the commensurability of different paradigms. 

This chapter focuses on three issues which are directly related to 

these epistemological concerns: the question of the origin of slavery in 

Africa, the definition of the term slavery in the African context, and 

whether or not slaves constitute a social class. The first of these mattera 

may appear to be a historieal proble~ rather than an epistemologieal one. 

This is true in part, but sorne asoects of the discussion involve the inter-

pretation of the meaning of terms used by early European v1sitors ta the 

coast of West Africa. In this manner the oueSt ion of the origin of African 

slavery is related ta the second issue, the definition of the term slavery. 

Social class is a theoretieal coricept intended as a heuristic aid in the 

explanation of the functioning and historical development of soc1al for- j 

mations. Assessing the efficacy of social class as a concept for analyzing 

slavery cannat be separa~ed from the issue of the definition of the term 

( slavery. Thus, these three nroblèms are lnextricably bound together, and 

a discussion of them, however tent~tive, must Drecede the analys1s of the. 

0,' 1 
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utility of the concept of a slave mode of production for understanding 

preco1onial Hausaland. 

The Origin of Slavery in Africa' 

The debate over the origin of slavery in Africa revolves around the 

question of whether it was an indigenous phenomena generated by the interna! 

structures of African society, or whether it deve!oped as a result of exter-

nal commercial and ideologieal influences on what were essentially classless 

communities. Walter Rodney (1966) holds to the latter view. He a~gues that 

the first Europeans to contact the Upper Guinea coast did not report any 

harsh forms of social oppression. The societles in this region were not 

egal~tartan in some utopian sense of the tera. There were leaders and the 

common people, but, aecording to Rodney, class-like relations akin to 

serf dom or chattei slavery were absen~. They only, arose later on the coast 

under the impetus given to the development of social hierarchies by trade 

with European merchants. Central to this proeess was the commoditization 

of human beings in the Atlantic slave trade. In the interior savanna of 

West Africa conditions were somewhat different. The open. relatively fIat 

environment.facilitated the use of cavalry and thereby encouraged tendencies 

towards centralization and state formation. But the ~rucial impulse in 

this proeess c~e from outside sub-Saharan Africa in the form of trans-

Saharan commercial and religious influences, ineluding. once again, the 

slave trade. Some regions of the coast were strongly affected by the 

events in the western and central Sudan. Outside of these areas. 

Rodney contends that slavery and other extreme examples of social 

howeve~. 
ineqUal~ 

tty were absent. ~e postulates that this hypothesis holds for aIl of 

Alrica - the development of social inequality. was the result of external, 

non-African influences. 

i 
J. 
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Rodney's theory is based, in part, on his Interpretation of the 

terminology employed by the early European visitors to the coast of West 

Africa. European languages'did not contain words which could correctly 

convey the reality of the world the Europeans saw, and, in any event, 

their perceptions were predetermined to sorne extent by the feudal society 

in which they lived. Words such as king and slave were applied ta social 

categories which they did not understand. For example, entire populations 

were said ta be the slaves of the king, a statement which i9 more confusiqa 

than enlightening. A general submission to a despotic ruler is not commen-

surate with the institution of slavery as it existed in Europe, and it is 

unknown what the legal status and responsibilities of the so-called slaves 

were. 

Although Rodney has raised some important questions his argument has 

several problems. It ls based on negatlve evidence, that Is to say, what 

Is not reported rather than what ls (Kopytoff and Miers 1977:66). The 

data 18 relevant only to a verv small ~art of the Gulnea coast. Moreover, 

statements can be found which suggest that the flrst European visltors 

dld flnd clearly demarcated dlfferences in social status and material well-

being in the socleties they encountered. 

Rodney's most vocal critlc ls ~age (1969, 1980). He does not deny 

outside influence was a factor in the growth of lnequality in Africa, 

merely that there was nothing inherent in these societies which prevented 

such development. While Fage's theory is logical, his method of arguing 

Is faulto/. for he debates Rodney's interpretation of the European texts, but 

la unable to clarlfy the dlsputed me~ning of terms. 

Fage. for instance, asserts that "there is a remarkable constancy 
0() 

about the social categories mentioned by European observers of the western 

coastlands • . • between 1450 and 1700" (Fage 1980 :293). But he notes that 

... 
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his category number two, 'Merchants', is an alternative way in which 

the Europeans perceived his category number one, 'people of authority', kings; 

captains, nobles and gentry. He places slaves and servants in the same group. 

And Fage himself points out that in some societies the king was the absolute 

owner of everything, including the people, and that "aIl the people consider 

,themselves slaves to the 'king" (Descouvries, quoted in Fage 1980:309). Tbese 

are exact1y the kinds of te~lnological problems Rodney used ~o support his 

case. 

A more useful approach to this issue ls to examine the material con-

ditions of life in precolonial Africa that may have influenced the growth 

of social inequality, and particular1y slavery. Nieboer (1910) developed 

the thesis that slavery evolves in response to certain economic conditions, 

namely, an abundance of land in relation to population. In this situation 

the on1y means of securing a labour force is through legal attachment to 

an owner. This idea is particularly relevant ta discussions of slavery 

in Africa. 

That land is abundant is a basio 'fact of the political economy of 

Africa. There are, of course, regional variations, and certain areas 

achieved very high population densities in the ~recolonial era. The Kano-

Close-Settled-Zone is one such example. In gener,al, though. it is true 

that population densities have been, and still often are, low. Thls fact 
'1> 

ls central ta many theories of social and politica1 evolution in Afrlca. 

It is the basis ~f Goody's (1971) theory that control of the '~eans of 

destruction" was essential for politic'al domination since it was, impossible 

to restrict access to the means of production. Hopkins posits that the 
, 

land/labour ratio explains the use of slave labour. 

As noted earlier, the scarce factor of production in 
West Africa was labour rather than land. In these 
circumstances there was a natural tendency towards 

/ 
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dispersed settlement and extensive agriculture, 
sinee the optimum factor combination was that 
whieh economised on labour and made as much use of 
land as ~ossible. As long as the labour force 
remained mobile and could engage freely in a variéty 
of occupations, hired labour would be expensive • . 0 0 

Slaves were preferred because the costs of acquiring 
them and maintaining them were less than the cost of 
hiring labour (Hopkins 1973:24-25), 
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This view is commono According to Terra~ (1974, 1975) slavery was important 

ia the Abron kingdom of Gyaman because the means of production. land plus a 

simple technology, was readily available. Since access to means of pro-

duction could not be controlled, direct'personal dominance of the labour 

force was requiredo 

There are, however. several factors whicb must be considered in con-

junction vith the land/people ratio. The notion that a low population 

dens~ty means land is easily accessible must be altered to take account of 

the environmental and politieal factors which created a variety of settle-
, 

ment patterns. In West Afriea, distribution of sail types, the water table. 

periodic drought, political, commercial and rel~ious factors "pu,~h~~", 
people into certain pockets. Similar factors rendered other regions 

virtua11y uninhabitable. 

The argument that pressure towards the use of slaves is related ta 

low population density presumes the trinity, land, labour and capital, as 

the basis of the labour process. For Hopkins (19731 African economie 

history can be understood as the attempt to maintain the most efficient 

balance of these three factors. But these categories, taken from classical 

political economy, are not readily appllcable ta precolonial Africa. The 

vast majority of producers vere involved ln agrlculture.~ Caoital require-

ments were very low, at least for subsistence product1on. Furthermore, 

the problematic nature of slavery obfuscates analysis. The slave ls 

legally a piece of property. but he 'is also a human being (s.ee discussion 

.' 
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belaw). ra a 8la~e an input of constant tapttal or of variable capital? 

Moreover, how do es one define labour in precapitalist economies? 'Vhen 

people's work schedules ai~ barely differentiated f~om their general 

routines, it does not always make sense ta reduce them ta clas'stcal po-

litical economy's abstract catégory, 'labour'" (Hart 1982:10) • 

Despite these problems it is evldent that the low popu~ation density 
~::-"""'.;-..""-" "'\ 

and simple 'technology created unique probl'ems regarding the ~~ntiol "?~d 

organization of labour. Size of the labour force was, and srill is in 

many areas,the crucial variable affecting productivity. The above comments 

ind1cate hdW complex these issues are. However, analyses which start from 

these facts appear to be more fruitful in regard 'to the question of the 

.-' 

origto of slavery in Africa than do those based on competing Interpretations 

of the reports of Europ~an travellers. 

The, Definition of Slavery 

Discussions of any aspect of slavery are confused because of the lack 

of consensus on the definition of the terme M.I. Finley, widély regarded 

as an expert on the matter, emphasize5 two features: the idea of the slave 

as property, and the slave's deracination (Finley 1968:307). The first of 

these i5 the'crucial one. 

AlI forms of labour on behalf of another. whether :5,ree' 
or 'unfree', place the man [pne should add or woma~ 
who labors in the power of another; what separa tes the 
slave from the rest, 1neluding the serf or peon, is the 
totality of powerlessness in principle, and for that the 
idea of proRerty 1s juristically the key -- hence the 
term 'chattel slave'. 

But he continues: 

For a sociologieal analysis, however, equal stress must 
be given ta the slave's deracination. The law may 
declare him, in a formaI way, powerless and rightless: 
one reason the law is enforceable is that he lacks any 
counterweight or support, whether from a religious 
institution, from a kinship group, from his own state 

" 
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or nation, or even from other depressed groups 
within the society in which he has become a slave. 
Legally he is not a person. Yet he is a human 
being, and therefore juristic analysis in terms of 
property, though, necessau, 15 not sufficient 
(Finley 1968: 307-308) . ~-------
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The problem in Africà~is the lack of formaI legal codes in many areas, as 

weIl as the variety o{ actual life situations in which slaves are found. 

Meillassoux, ignoring the juridical issue, identifies three main 

types of West African slavery (197lb:63-65). Domestic slavery, where the" 

slave is attached ta a household or lineage as a dependent or junior member, 

was common throughout West Africa. It was the dominant form of slavery in 

the fore st region, where the lineage was the basis of social arganization. 

The slave worked the common land and shared ln the common prod~ct, bath 

of which were under the control of the li?eage head. The function was to 

enlarge the labour force and demographic potential of the lineage. In 

concurrence with this end female slaves were more highly valued than males. 

The marginal status of the slaves was slowly amelior'ated over generations 

/' 
until they became full-f,ledged members of the community. 

In the savanna and sahel slaves were often allocated their own plots 

as weIl as being obliged to work on their master's land. Surplus extrac7 

tion was in the form of a labour-rent. Although the labour power of male 

slaves was more important here than in the forest, female slaves were still 

valued for their reproductive capacity through which the mas ter could en-

large his household. 
Q 

A third forro, also found in the savanna and sahel, was slave villages. 

Surplus extraction was in the form of a rent-in-kind, as the village owed 

regular prestat10ns to the master. In this situation the community as a 

whole was dependant. Often the village head was chosen from among the 

slaves. Kin and other ties developed among the slaves and they gained 
,( 
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some con~rol over their pffspring. 

More than a decade has passed sin~e Meillassoux briefly ou~lined these 

three varieties of slavery. A great dea1 more research has been conducted _ 

on African slavery, as Is evident in the publication of four edited volumes 

on this subject (Mei11assoux 1975; Miers and Kopytoff 1977; Watson 1980a; 

Lovejoy 198Ia). Numerous other variations have been described and analyzed, 

although the three types outlined by Meillassoux remain a usefu1 guide. 

This activity has increased our empirical knowledge of precolonial 

African socleties. It has also drawn attention ta the lack of precision 

in terms such as slave and slavery. The confusion stemS from the generai 

nature of precapltalist social and economic formations as weIl as the 

specific characteristics of different African societies. 

In capitalism the economic structure dominates the whole mode of pro

ductl~nl 'Social differentiation is based, in the first instance, on the 

pos~~s people occupy in the economic structure. The two major social 

classes· can be identified on the basis of the social relations of production, 

although it must be noted that this in itse1f is not sufficient for an 
p 

analysis of the role and function of social classes. The principal mode 

of exploitation Is economic, in the sense that workers are not required 

by law ta work, and surplus is extraFted in the form of unremunerated 

labour through the wage contract. In precapitalist societies the economic 

structure is not dominant. Social differentiation is based, in the first 

instance, in law, po1itics, kinship, or sorne other non-economi~ factor. 

This social differentiation is not necessarily related to economic func-

tion&.- Exploitation is extra-economic in t-hat more than economic. compulsion 

is required to force the exp10ited social groups to produce and relinquish 

surplus product. Surplus i5 extracted in a variety of forms -- rent-in-

kind, labour-rent, and money rent are common examples. Thus, strictly 
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l speaking, the term slave indicate~ no more<than a legal status. The 
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term proletariat, on the other hand, immediately signifies a place in the 

relations of production, the nature of expl~itation, the form of surplus' 

extraction, as weIl as a legal status (i.e. a freeman). 

Slavery 15 "an Even more problematic issue in Africa because clear 

legal definitions such as those whieh existed in Ancient Greece and Rome 

which themselves are not unproblematic -- are often absent. It must be 

emphasized that the lack of formaI legal definitions was not a broblem 

for Africans. These socieçies functioned weIl without them. The problem 

i5 for westerners trying to understand and typologize the nature of the se 

soc1eties. Kopytoff and Miers (1977) find the abs'ence of a 1egal definition 

of slavery sa significant that they place the words slave and slavery in 
-ft} 
inverted eommas each time they use them. 

The essence of their critique is/ that the phenomenon frequent1y referred 
'" 1 

to as slavery cannat easi1y be differentiated from the 1egal and po1itieal 

situation of the majority of the population. It is simo1y the extreme end 

of a continuum of servile relations, which is Qat differentiated on the 
1; 

basis of a notion of the slave as property. In lineage based societies 

.the lineage ho1ds co:porate rights over aIl its members; women and chi1dren, 

as weIl as the so-cal1ed slaves, can be bought and sold. There are no~ 

wr1tten l~gal texts, and western notions sueh as freedom and ownership . 

have QO meaning" in the traditional praetices. Kinship relations, whieh 

are the matrix of these societies, involve domination and subordination 
L 

and are therefore diffieult to separate from other institutional means 

of domination and exploitation. 

Neither the eriterion of pro pert y npr ~hat of sa1ability 
can be u'seful, then, in separating 'slavery' from simple 

. 'kinsh'ip' in African societies, in which rights in wives, 
children~ and kin-group members are usually acqu~red 
thr~ugh transactions invo1ving materia1 transfers and 
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in which kin groùps "own" and may dispose of cheir blood 
members in ways chat Wescerners consider appropriate 
to "property". These rights anct transactions are an 
incegral part of che traditional social organization of 
African societies. As such, they cOlllprehend phenomena 
for which no West.erner would use the term slavery. Yet 
a f ev of these transactions, :.>ere they ta take ;lczae in 
the Westerner'8 iiociety, would clearly partake of the 
bundle of r1ghts byowhich he would identify slavery in 
the West. Bence, we must discard Western concepts as 
we <try to underst.and what it ';':5 tbat Western observers 
have, for various reasons. called 'slavery' in Africa. 
The position of the 'slave' must be examined in the 
context of the society to which he belongs - camparing 
his position not to the free in the West but to other 
members of his own society (Kopytoff and Miers 1977:12),. 

The approach taken by Kopytoff and Miers 1s, in effect, to place 
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preeminence on the second of Finley's criteria, the slavets deracin~tion. 

The slave 1s not an abstract ob;ect, oroperty, but a straoger. The host 

community 15 faced vith the problem of absorbing him. Ko~ytoff and Miers 

focus on the proce~sual transformations in soc~l status, material well-

, 
being and treatment of those who enter the society as a stranger, either 

captured, bought or acquired in seme other way. Slavery is ~erJ-~ as 

the institutionalization of marginality. 

This paradigm does not-suggest that African slavery, because of its 

u~ique character, was a benign institution. The use of a kinship idiom 

to express the slave's position in society should not conjure images of 

love and affection. "To modern W'esterners, the kinship metaphor suggests 

nurture and closeness; in Africa, and elsewhere, it conveys authority " 

and subordination" (Kopytoff 1982: 215). 

On the other hand, slaves are not seen as an exploited strata. In 
. , 

lineage societies they occupy a social position s1milar te'children. In 

the hierarchical states of the savanna slaves are said to be attached to 

the side of society; stratirication exists ameng them as an extension of 

the stratification in society at large. lt ranges from the highest state 
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offices down to the most menial positiOn in a peas&nt housebold. 

Given the lack of an exp11citly legal statuS and the var1et~ of 

positions slaves occupied the eff1cacy of the term slavery in the African 

context can be questioned. By the same logic. however, the va11dity pf 

words such as kinship, lineage and adoption, each of which carr~es,~emant1c 

baggage from western societies, can also be doubted. Yet anthropologists 
1 

have utilized such concepts to good effect when descrtbing and analyzing 

non-western soc1al forms. 

Of course, Kopytoff and Miers' objections do not apply ta the large 

states of the savanna. The impact of Islam has been a significant force 

for, perhaps, 1000 years. For this reason. even though lt did not originate 

in Africa. it i5 not sens1ble to continually treat Islam as an external 

influence. lt long ago' beçame an entrenched feature of the Sudanic societies 

vith its own local colour and variations, albeit its influence varieci fram 

time to time and place to place (Trimingham 1959). 

ln these regions Islamic law did define the legal status of slavery . 
• 

Sl~ves were subj ect to the right ,of ownership exercised by a man or woman. 

They could he sold. given away, and inherited. In this respect they vere 

commodities, and the Shari'a ranked them with animaIs in the various 

categories of property. As in Ancient Greece and Rome the fact' that the 

slave was a buman being was implicitly recognized, and the different legal 
J 

traditions outlined proper forms of treatment and the grounds and means 

for emancipation (Brunschvig 1960). 

Another objection to Kopytoff and ~iers has been raised by Watson. 

'~y only difference with those who accept the 'slavery-to-kinship continuum' 

as an adequate representâtion of the slave's position in 8oc~ety i8 that 

it obscures, rather than clarifies, the relationship between slavery and 

kinship" (Watson 1980b: 19). For Watson several features are central to 

(, 
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the deflnltion of s1avery: (1) slaves are aequlred by pur;base or capture. 

(2) thelr labour 15 extracted through coereion. and (3) slaves are not 

aecepted into the k1nship group of the master. However. he follows 

Finleyand asserts that theQproperty element is oreeminent (Watson 1980:8; 

'see alsa Lovejoy 1981b). Moreover the eaphasi5 on proceS8 which is found 

in Kopytoff and Hiers' discussion is mis1eading for it foeuses attention 

on the future situation of s1a~es and their descendants. rather than thelr 

aetual conditions; ft highlights the possfbilities and not what exists. 

" Unfortunately. reemphasizing the ~portance of the property element 

in slavery only begs the Question of how one deals with situations where 

the juraI conditions of property are not clearly developed. Watson ignores 

this matter. But he is surely correct in asserting the importance of 

examining the position of new slaves rather than their patential future. 
; 

He ai fers a materialist explanation of the openness of African slavery, 

that 18 to say. the pressures which generate the Amelioration of slave 

status over time. 

Tbe important factor, once again, is Africa's low DOPulation density. 

It creates the need to enlarge the c~ity, ta include as many people 

as possible within it. Therefore once language and body markings no 

longer delineated the slave from the general population, for instance in 

the second generation, there were no objective reasons for exclusion. 

Slave status ended with absorption in ta the kin group. In many par~~ of 

Asia the reverse situation existed. High population densities meant 

aceess to resources had to be limited and proteeted; there was a tendency 

ta exclude people, and slaves rarely had their status improved. In contrast 

ta the open, systems of Africa, Asian slavery remained closed. 

Watsonts explanation of the differences between Asian and African 

slavery nolds great potential. But his perception of African slavery as 
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an open institutiott i. only a reiteration of Kopytoff and MieTs. lt 

points to features unique to Afrlca but does ~ot elucidate the problea-

atie issue of def1nition. 

The issue will never be settled in an, final sense. There are, 

though, some cons-iderations whieh cast doubt on the wisdom of defining 

slavery primari1y through a 1egal notion of property. The roots of the 

institution called slavery lie in socfetles that 1ack weIl deve!oped 

property laws (Meillassoux 1978:321). From a materialist and ev01utlonary 

per~pectlve it 18 evident that the development of clas8-1ike distinctions, 

ineluding patriareha1 or domestic slavery, gave rise to the politica! and 

legal superstructure whieh provided the definition of the slave as property. 

The process obviously was not meehanl$t~c; no one argues that there i8 a 

sÜDple cause and effect relationship between base and superstructure. 

However, it i8 clearl~,a mistake for social scienti8ts ta begin their 

analysis of slavery on a legalistic basis wh~n the 1ural form8 were, in 

part, a camplexly-derived effect of the growth of the institution they 

seek ta understand. This is to put the cart before the horse. 

Without the elarity of legal codes the issue Is complex, but not 

hopeless. Weber provides a clue. Speaking of the tvoes of legitimate 

domination he saya: "Only in the 1imlting case of the slave is formal 

2 
subjectlon to autbority abs01ute1y inv01untary" (Weber 1978:214). As 

indicated earlter Watson also placed importance on the fact that the 

slave is always either bought 9r captured. Another important criteria 

i~ the complete lack of power of the slave, due to the absence of a 

connection to anyone other than his master. In lineage Bocieties, where 

the kinship idiom 1s often applied to the slave, they are still marfed off 
,r-: ...... -"-· 

fram rea1 kin by the fact that they have no lineage which might be able to 

intervene on their behalf, as i5 the case, say. vith a woman acquired 
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throu.p _niase. A coue.quenee of this poverleeaues. vae that .. eters 

bad free sexuel acces. ta slaves. This is a very significant fact wh1ch 

Fin1ey (1968: 309) says mark.ed "thee off fro. aIl other persons as auch 

as their juridical classification as property. ft When these three factors 

are absent oue can serioualy question the efficacy of the term slavery; 

unless, of course, the lav states othervise. 

Are Slaves a Social Class? 

Glven the absolute involuntary subjection ta authority which is a 

central feature of the life of a slave it 1. curious that slave revolts 

are rare historical ~henomeua.'even in those societies most often referred 

to as slave syste.s (Finley 1973; Bindes8 and Birst 1975). The rebellions 

that did take place were quite unlike their more modern c~unterparts; the 

rebels were not coneemed vith abolishing the instltution of slavery. In 

West Africa there were no widespread slave revolts. although there were , 

mass desertions 8t the end of the nineteenth century when European govern-

ments abolished the legal status of slavery, and it Is a safe assumption 

that slave frustration was one of many factors involved in the religious 

upheavals that swept the savaona in the nineteenth century. Escaped 

slaves may have swarmed to Usuman dan Fodio's community in Gobir prior"ta 

the out break of his jihad (Last 1967:14. n. 57) 8gainst the Bausa rulers. 

In 1826 Clapperton foun4 Hausa slaves in revoIt against tqeir Yoruba 

~sters with the assistance of the Fulani who were making a push southvard 

(Clapperton 1966:28). Sonetheless most commentators do not see slave revoIt 

as a significant faètor in West African history. 

This leads ta the question of whether the concept of social class is 

useful in a discussion of slavery. l have already indicated that Kopytoff 

and Miers deny the existence of a slave strata, oreferring ta view slaves 

as attached to the side of society. Meillassoux also rejects the notion 

\ 
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that slaves foraed a conflictual clas8. 

11 Several factors indicate that this stage had not ~en 

( 

reached: the close ties between mastera and slaves; 
nalienable status after the second generation; 

occupations. identical to chose of their masters; 
~ th! fact that they did not devote themselves encirely 

to ucing for the market; and their orogressive 
inte rat on into the society as minor citizens, aIl 
these l nts show that a social division of labour 
had been achieved and that the basic structures 
of archal society, out of which slavery vas 

on, have been preserved (~eillassoux 1971b: 

He adds, t the ge~s of class society were present in the exploi-

tation of slave" labour for profit, even thoughthe slaves did not form a 

self-copscious class. 

Terray (1975) employs the dichotomy class-in-itself/class-for-itself 

in his analysis of the Abron kingdom of Gyaman. He says the slaves never 

achieved the consciousness of a class-for-itself for reasons similar to 

those cited by Meillassoux. However, Terray treats the amelioration of the 

slaves' condition as explicitly political in motivation. The Abron nobil~ty 

"could not risk a class of true slaves at the very heart of the kingdom, 

slaves like those whose insurrection endangered the very existence of the 
~ 

Roman Republic" (Terray 1975:127-128). 

A full discussion of the concept of social class is beyond the scope 

of this thesis. However, l wish to make a couple of tentative commenta on 

the notion of class used by Terray and hinted at by Meillassoux, for l do 

not find it useful. 

Let it be noted. first, that the distinction between a class-for-itself 

and a class-in-itself has bèen criticized from within the structural-Marxist 

paradigm (cf. Poulantzas 1975:58-70). Also Marx, and Engels were of the 

opinion that the evolution of capitalism greatly simplified class antagonisms 

as soc~ety vas progressively split into two large hostile camps. Precapital-
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1.t .oclet! •• vere conat1tuted by a .ara •• of order. and gradation. of 

rank (Marx and Engels 1959:7-8). This aituation is a functiop of thel 

doainance of superstructural features such as politics, lav, kinship, or 

religion in ,the latter, and the pre.-inence of purely econoaic factors in 

the former. 

The doainance of the econoaic instance in the capitalist .ade of 

production ,eases the task of ldentifying classes in the relations of pro-

duction. As l have shown part of the confusion surrounding the definition 

of slavery in Africa stems from the fact that the position of slaves in the 

process of social production and reproduction vas variable. Yet the idea .. 
of a class-in-itself i8 based on the location of a given group within the 

economic structure. A class-for-itself ls formed when a group so defined 

acquires a collective conscience of itse1f and begins to have effect at the 

ideological and political level (see, for instance, Terray 1975:91-93). 

But this issue aSide, one can ask what the deflnitlon actually helps 

one to~nderstand. A class-in-itself has no effect on the social formation; 

if if did it would be called a class-for-itself. A class-in-itself is only 

a potentiality; a class-for-itself is the realization of this potential. 

The twc terms represent the beginning and end of a teleologicalprocess, and 

only when they are understood as such does the distinction have any use. 

In Terray's case, for example, it allows him to explain why there are no 

examples-of class action by the slaves in the Abron social formation. Of 

course, this is only an issue when one presumes that, unless other factors 

intervene, the process of evolution leads in a predetermined direction, 

i.e. to the formation of a politically conscious and active social class. 

This ls not a sound method of social or historical analysis. 

Slavery s an institftion is defined by criteria located in the super

structure. In some areas)these criteria are formalized in legal codes; in 

~ .' 
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otbers tbey are baud on the abeence of politieal or kiD tié. of any kiDd. 

The relationship between social order. or estates, defined firat in the 

superat~cture. and tbe sociologieal eonceot of social clasa ia very c~lex. 

Self-fuifilling notions 8uch as class-in-itself and class-for-ttaelf do not 

clarif, matters. especially in the already complex Afrlcan context. 

The uti11ty of the concept of class can on1y be œeasured in ana1ysis 

of specifie societies. The patriarchal sl~very of lineage based soc!etles 

does not appear to merit the tera. In the large states slaves functioned 

10 various capacities, and It Is to be 8uspected that If there WBS a slave 

class it dtd not include aIl those legal1y defined as slaves. lt is a1so " 

necessary to look to reactlon other than revoIt or desertion in the attempt 

to identify class action. 

Conclusions 

lt" is difficult ta summarize these disparate comments. Their value 

will be seen in the analvs!s which followa. Perhaps, though. l can end 

this chapter by citing a remark by the noted Marxist histor1an Perry 

Anderson. 

tt is evident, in fact, that the complex imbpiaation 
of economic exploitation with extra-economic institutions 
a,nd ideologies creates a much w1der gamut of possible 
modes of production prior to capitalism than could be 
deduced from the relatively simple and massive generality 
of the capitalist mode of production itaelf " 
(Anderson 1974b:404). 

The problems inherent in the discussion of slavery in Africa suggest that 

we need to widen the gamut to include another form which is yet to be 

adequately described. We have yet to transcend the limitations of our 

western experienèe in our conception of social forms. 
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Rot.. - Cbapter Two 

Olle uy object tbat slaves, by def1nition. do not own anytbin8. not 
even tbeir ovn lives. But tbe lived expertence of slaves varied, 
v14ely. Often tbey did have acce.s to .ca. .. ans of production and 
the rigbt to aa.e of their ovn produce. Tbere vere also usually 
re.trictions on tbe slave owner's right to dispense of the slave 
in wha~ev~r vay he aav fit. Frequently serfs are distinguished 
fra. slave. on tbe basls that serfs vere tied to the land while 
slave. belonged to a .. ster. This la. hovever. misleading. Serfs 
d1d not own the land, nobles did. Tbe sert's occupation of a given 
pie~e of land depended upon his personal oath of allegiance to his 
lord. The enclosure acts were possible because the landowners 
eould legally assert their ownersh1p rights over those of their serfs. 

C !bus serfs are also baund ta a master. The bind may not be as absolu~e 
as thst ,of the slave ta his master. but the ditference is a matter of 
deiree. This again indicates the camplexity of orecapitalist soci
etlés bécàuse non-economic structures predominate. 

2. The abl:j,olutely involuntary nature of the slave's subjection to authority 
dravs a~tention ta the importance of force in the prOduction and reproduction 

~ of societies vhich have large numbers of slaves. In his analysis of 
slavery in the Anron kingdo~ of Cyaman Ter~ay (1975) vievs the militarism of 

the Abro~ aristocracy as structurally related to the use of slave labour. 

" , 

Obyious1y, the re1ationship ,betveen military structures and slavery is a 
sUbjeèt for a thesis in jtself. The importance of the connection betveen 
miIitari-sm an:d slavery shçmld not be underestimated. However, tvo qual
ifying points must also be me.qe. ,Brute force alone is never sufficient 
for the maintenance of any system of social inequality. Other factors, 
~specially ideology, are crucial' in the reproduction of inegalitaria~ 
social ,formations. ~oreover. militarism i5 a historieal feature of many 
societies in vhiCh slavery ~as either unimportant or absent. This is 50, 
'for instance. in feudal societies. and in many ... social formations vhich 
exist in the vorld today. 
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THE SLAVE MODE OF PRODUCTION IN KANO EKllATE11 

R1.~orlcal Context of the Concept of MOde of Productionl 

lt 18 neceasary to place the theories and concepts one employa in 

acadeDic research in their proper social and historical context. The focus 

of this thesis is the applicability of the concept of a SKP ta a given West 

African social formation. The concept of a SKP Is the product of a recent 

varlet y of Marxist intellectual thought. Given the concept's place within 

this intellectual tradition' it is important to note that neither Marx nor 

Engels used the term mode of production in a consistent manner (Cohen 1978: 

79-85)2, nor did they anywhere sy~tematically outline a notion of the SKP. 

The writings of Marx and Engels are products of the material conditlons 

of the world in which they lived. The nineteenth-century in Europe was a 

period of transition, from the last vestiges of feudal society ta industrial 

capitalism; a period which witnessed the most fundamental transformation of 

society, giving ri se ta previously unseen social forces and hitherto undreamt 

productive potential. Marx and Engel's work reflects the principal concems 

of the age which called it forth. ,- g:'he sense o'f history, increasing camplexity, 

/ 

and human alienation which imbues their wr,itings stems fram this fact. 

In this respect the thought of Marx and Engels must be classed with 

other nineteenth-century evolutionists such as Morgan and Tylor (Kopytoff 

1982:211). Slavery, in this paradigm, is not treated as a static category. 
, 

It is seen in processual terms, a social institution which evolves and 

changes parallel vith and in reaction to the development of the forces of 

" production, and changes in other social relations. 

The concept of a mode of production as it is used in modern Marxist 

parlance was developed in France by the philosophers Althusser and Balibar 
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(1970) on the ba8!8 of the!r "correct" reading of Capital. It i8 the 

product o~ a .. society vith very di;ferent problems and goals than that 

experienced by Marx and Engel8; a society vhich has completed the first 

major pha8e of industrialization, vhere scientific rationality reigns 

supreme in intellectual circles, and, after 1945, a wor1d seemingly frozen 

into tvo antagonistic blacks. Although t~e gepeo10gy of the concept of 

'" œode of productio~is traced back ta Marx and Engèls, it is more influenced 

by contemporary systems theory and tventieth-century French structuralism 

than by the writings of Marx and Engels. The latter 1ived at a time vhen 

understanding history and the direction in which society vas moving vas 

the task at hand. Mode of production has been explicitly and systematically 

developed as a concept in a society vhere describing and categorizing are 

the p~incipal concerns of professional ~ocial scientists. 

This is what mode of production analysis aims for -- a systematic .. 
model which can be used ta typologize historical change., A recent york 

c1aims this is one of the most important values of historieal materialism 

"vith regard ta Afriea, it will facilitate periodization. "It does sa on 

an objective and indigenous basis, by fixing ieself on the modification 

ta or suc~e8sion of distinctive modes of production and on alterations in 

the forms and degrees of surplus extraction" (Crummey and Stewart 198Ib~25). 

One must remember,' thaugh, that mode of production Is a concept. A 

succession of modes of production is a succession of concepts, not a 

transformation of the conctete world. Concepts can aid in the comprehension 

of historic~l change. Indeed. 'as Kant proved long aga. knowledge cannat 

exist without concepts.1 But one must beware of mistaking the concept for 

rea11ty. and thereby arriving at a discussion of ideal concepts rather than 

the mater1aI wor1d. Nothing could be Iess Marxist. 
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Marx, Engels and the SMP 

The disjuncture between the works of Marx and Engels and contemporary 

structural Marxism is evident if we trace their comments on slavery. Al-

though it is a common belief that Marxism has a rigid stage theory of 

history -- tribalism, slavery. feudalism, capitalism -- there is no place 

where either Marx or Engels explicitJy express this-~1ew. lndeed, with , 
regard to slavery it is apparent that the y were'not set in their opinions 

as to its historical significance. There is no clear proof that they per-

ceived the concept of S~ as a useful tool in the analysis of a given social 

and economic formation. One must also remember that Marx and Engel's COm-

ments on th~ issue are by and large based on their knowledge of classical 

antiquity and the American south. 

There are passages where slavery 15 treated as the fundament of a 

given society. For example in ~he Haly,?amily Marx asserts: 

It has been shown that ~he re~agnitio~ af the rights af 
Man by the madern State has only the same significance 
as the recognition or slavery by the State in antiquity. 
The basis of the state in antiauity was slavery . '. • 
(quoted in Bottomore and Rube1 1961:224). 

In the ,opening lines of the Communist '1arzi:.'esto (1959) the class"contra-

diction between freemen and slaves is treated as one of several historicai 

cla~les. However, Marx and Engels continue on to note that 

histQrical epochs previous to capitalism included a "complicated arrange-

ment of society into various orders, a manifold gradation of social rank." 

Moreover: 

Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeois~e, possesses, how
ever, this distinctive feature: it has simplified the 
class antagonisms. Society as a who1e is more rtnd more 
splitting up into two great hostile camps, ~nto two great 
classes facing each other: bourgeoisie and proletariat 
(~rx and Engels 1959:7-8). . 

This, statement carries ~,implication that the analysis of the capitalist 
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, mode of production differs somewhat from the analysis of precapitalist 

modes of production. Concepts based on the his,torical example of c~ital

ism may' not apply to noncapitalist societies. It certainly suggests that 

th~ concept of class is more applicable to capitalist society than to 

precapitalist soc}eties. 

In the German Ideology (1961) Marx and Engels outline the evolution 

of property forms. Slavery develops during the reign of tribal property, 

as a function of population growth, trade and warfare. However, the 

social structure remains based on the patriarchal f~ily, and the insti-

tution of slavery is merely a logical manifestation of the slavery latent 

in the se family structures. C 
The second form of property is th~unal and ~tate property of 

classical antiquity. and it i8 this form which generates the full develop~ 

ment of the class re~ations between free citizens and slaves. 

It is only as a community that the citizens hold power 
over their labouring slaves, and on this account alone, 
therefore, they are bound to the form of communal 
property. This is the commercial private property of 
the active citizens, who are forced to continue in this 
natural form of association in the face of their slaves 
(quoted in Bottomore and Rubel 1961:126-~_2JJ. 

With the division of labour between town and country and the influence ~f 

commerce private property develops and dissolves the community. 

The most explicit statement on the historical significance of slavery 

comes from Engel's Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State 

(1948). The empirical example is the r~se and decline of the Athenian 

sta~e. 

How weIl this state, now completed in its main outlines, 
suited the new social condition of the Athenians was 
apparent from the rapid grewth of wealth, commerce and 
industry. The class antagonism on which the sociàl and 
pelitical institutions rested was no longer that between 
the nobles and the common people, but that between slaves 
and freemen. dependants and citizens • • . • With the 
development of commerce and industry come the accumulation 
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and,concentration of vealth in a fev hande; the mass of 
the free citizens vâs impoverished and had to éhoose 
betveen going into handicrafts and competing vith slave 
labour -- which vas considered ignoble and base, and 
moreover, promised little success -- and'comolete 

" pauperization, Under the prevailing cir'cumstances what 
happened was the latter, and being in the ma10rity tbey 
,draggeq the whole Athenian state down on them. It was 
not democracy that caused the downfall of Athens . 
but slavery, which brought the labour of the free 
citizen into eontempt (Engels 1948:117-118). 

,JIll> 

Although, this passagi i5 speeifie to aneient Athens ~t does eontain a 
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t'heory of the technologieal and eeonomie consequences for a social for-
, 

~ation in whieh slavery is the predominant form of labour, Of course, 

this development is oart of a dialectic. It i5 evident that in its origi'n 

slavery represented a progressive step in the de~elopment of productivity 

(Engels 1976:204-205). 

Marx's opinion on this matter i5' not as strong as Engel's, but again 

slavery is trea.t:ed as a stagnating for,ce,' 

But the ~lave system too -- so long as it is the 
dominant form of productive labour in agriculture, 
manufacture 1 navigation, etc., ,as' it is in the 
advaneed states of Greece ~nd Rome -- preserves an 
element of natural economy. The slave market main
tains its supply of commodity labour power by var, 
piracy, etc., and this regbne ls not promoted by 
the process of circulation but the actual appro
priation of the labour,power of others by direct 
physical compulsion (quoted in ijindess and Hirst 
1975:142) . 

, 

" 

The statements reeorded above are suggestive, although not unambiguous • .-
In other passages, from Ma~ at least" slavery i8 treated as a contingent 

" phenomena, not a determinant feature of any social formation. For example, 

in' the famous preface to The Critique of lfol.itical. Economy Marx sa ys : "In 

broad outline, the Asiatie, 'a!lcient, feudal and modern bourgeo~s modes of 

production may be designated as epochs marking progress in the economie' 

developmenc of society" (Marx 1970:21). This perspective i!i somewhat 
, 

more developed in the sketchy notes known as the "Forme'n" . 

. , .. 
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, As in the German IdeaZogy slavery evolves in the tribal community, 

it modifies the fo'rms of ttibalism but does not determine fur~her evolution. 

In the Asiatic economic and social formation slavery, which results" from 

war and-conquest, does not alter the essential characteristics: 

. . . since the individual in this form never becomes 
an owner but only a possessor, he is at bottom himself 
the property, the slave of that which embodies the 
unit y of the community. Here slavery neither puts an 
end to the conditions of labour, nor dOês it modify 

,the essential r~lationship (Marx 1964:91-92). 

Even in the more dynamic Ancient social and economic formation neither'the 

need ;or slJtes nor the conflict between slaves and freemen is the motor 

of historical movement. Rather, the attempt to reproduce the community 

as a grouping of landed oroprietprs leads to war. conquest, slavery and 

conseQuently social differentiation. 

In the German ldeor~qU relations between freemen and slavés are sald 
r~ 

to generate pressures towards the maintenance of state and communal property. 

In tre "Formen"·: 

Yhe community ls based on the fact that its members 
consist of working owners of the land, small peasant 
cultivators, but in the same measure the independence 
of the latter consists in their mutual relation as 
members of the community ... (~rx 1964:72-73). , 

~e'internal dynamic of ancient society is rooted in this facto The war-

like and expansive tendencies which the reproduction of the community 

requires tends to destroy the small peasantry which i5 its basis. Marx 

says: 

whère each individual i5 supposed,to possess so 
many acres of land, the mere increase in population 
constitutes an obstacle. If this is to be overcome 
~colonisation 'will develop and this necessitates wars 
of conquest. This leads to slavery, e.g., to the 
enlargement of the ager pubZiaus, and hence ta the 
rise of Patricians who represent the community, etc. 
Thus the preservation of the ancient community implies 
the destruction of the cond1tions upon which it rests, 
and turos it into its opposite (Marx 1964: 92-93). ' 

\ 
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According to Marx ancient soe1ety 1a not transformed into someth1ng 

ealled the slave social and eeon01l1ic formati'on. In fact Marx does not 

indicate where these pressures lead, other than t~ say they drlve the 

community beyond lts limits. Apparently, Marx maintained this mode of 

thinking about classical antiquitv. In a note in the first chapter of 

::apitaZ he asserts: "one needs no more than a slight acquaintance ,with 

. the historv of the Roman Repub1ic. to he aware that its secret is 

the history of landed property" (Mane 1977:176, n.). 

The fact is, then, that there is no unambiguous position on the 

historieal significaoce of slavery that cao be rooted in the thou~ht of 

Marx aod Engels. Different statements suggest different thoughts. Undoubt

edly, their op~nions changed through tim~ and therefore it is hard ta 

locate a single "correct" ~rxi5t perspect~e on slavery in the writings 

of Marx and Engels. This situation i5 reflected~in recent divergent for

mulations and uses of the SMP. Despite agreement 00 sevtral issues scholars 

disagree 00 the criteria by which the SMP is defioed, as weIL as i~ 

app1icabi1ity to given historica1 examples, and tts effects on econ01l1ic 

evolution. .. ' 

\ 
The Slave Mode of Production 

The construction and application of a theoretical model of the SMP 
,.-

ls a rec'ent phenomena, and is based on empirica1 examples from classlca1 

antiquity and the American south. According to Anderson (1974a:21) and 

Hlndess and-Hirst (1975:~10) the 1egal definition of the slave as property 

is the bàsis of the SMP. In the SMP the reduction of man to a piece of 

property, an instrumentum vocale, is attended by the development of 

hitherto unknoWn levels of juridica1 freedom. Society is split into 
, 

Che two extremes of complete unfreedom and unfettered liberty (Anderson 

r
I 
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Y974a:23). Bloch (1947) discusses how the decline of slavery in Europe 

was matched by a decline in the l~~al status of the free P?oulation, and 

the developaient of a complex number of intermediate levels of servilitv. 

Finley comments: 

Oo1y when sl~ves became the main deoendant labour 
force was the concept of oersonal freedom first 
articu1ated (in classical Greece). and word5 werE! then 
created or adapted ta express that idea. lt i5 literall~ 
impossible to translate the word "freedom" directl v into 
àncient Babvlonian or classlcal Chine se , and mode~ 
European languages cannot render ~8h Kennum or ~'~ 
(Finley 1968:308). 

Bowever, while the legal definition of the slave as oroperty i5 

n.c ••• ary~ the >HP, it i5 n~ sufficient. Th. l.gal institution of 

slavery ex)~ted in many Bocleties, but it did not necessarlly transform 

the productl0n process. The term domestic or household slavery describes , 

~,a situation where slaves are attached ta ~roduction units organized 

around the fami1y or lineage. This is not H distinct mode of production 
1) 

(Padgug 1976:5-?). In the SMP the slave has no access to means of pro-

duction. 

Unless the slave can be separated from the means of 
~roduction slavery will be no more than atlegal status 
and the appropriation of surplus product will be 
separated from the labour prucess (Hindess and Birst 
1975:140). 

This distinction is crucial ·for Hindess and Hirst. It differentiates the 
, 

mere ownership and use of slaves from the SMP. The latter involves the 

former, but alao includes a specific social form of the labour process, 

specifical1y, one in which neither the labour, the means of production, 

.,x.por the product are at any time under the control of the direct ~roducer. 

In other words, for Hindess and Hirst the SMP delineates a specific form 

of surplus e~traction. 

• Hindess and Hirst construct a theoretical model of the SMP and 
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while they hold that ''tt i8 theoretically possible for a SMP ,to exist. 

they do not believe it ever has existed independantly of other modes of 

production. They do fiOt use the SMP to characterize Ancient society, and 

the slave society of the American south is regarded by them as an aberrant 

extension of the world capitalist economy. They posit that the SMP is 

never the dominant e1ement in a society: " the character ofa slave 

system i5 dominated by the social structure in whieh it exists and not 

vice versa" (Hindess and Hirst 1975: 115). The SMP does not have 80y 

-
specifie effects at a Dolitical. ideologieal and social leve1. 

Padgug (1976) takes a rather eontrary vlew to ~indess and Hirst 

regarding the historieal reality of the SMP. He agrees that the Amerlcan 

south can on1y be understood as part of the world eapitalist economy; how-

ev~r. he a1so holds that there is "only one socio-eeonomic formation which , 
can justly be termed 'slave-society' ....: Greco-Roman aotiquity" , although 

eveo there "for only a portion of its~history" (Padgug 1976:22). 

Anderson (1974a) refers to c1assical antiquity as a SMP, although in 

his detailed discussion he adds so many qualifications that.the efficacy 

of 'the con'cept of the SMP can be questioned (Wo()d 1981). He also contra-

dicts Hindess pod Hirst's assertion that the SMP does not have aoy specifie 
-~ ~ 
" 

effects at a political, ideological and social level. Indeed, Anderson \ 
., 

follows Engels and claims that the SMP determined the technologica1 stag-

nation and eventual dowofall of classical antiquity. This was not a 

straightforward economic phenomena, rather, it was the result of the 

ideolog0 surrounding labour which accompanied the spread of slavery. 

The structural cons-traint of slavery on technology 
thus lay not 50 much in a direct intra-economic 
causality, although this was important in its owo 
right, as in the mediate social ideology which 
enveloped the totality of manual work in the classical 
world, contâminating hired and even inde pendent labour 
with the stigma of debasement (Anderson 1974a:27). 

'!o, -

t 

'; 



o 

( 

77 

The result vas ,that no attempts vere made to improve productivity through , 

technical innovation. and growth was only possible through geographical 

expansion. As Wood (1981) has pointed out, though, this vision of labour 

in Ancient society vas that of the anti-democratic, aristocratie elass 

'of ancient Greece, and it has mistakenly been taken as the dominant 

ideology by modern scholars. Both Hindess and Hirst and Padgug consider 

slavery ta have been the most productive and advanced form of labour in 

classical antiquity. lt enabled larger-scale cooperation and the develop-

ment of highly specialized skil1s, neither of which could be accomplished 

when the production units remained small and scattered as in the peasant 

household. 

Scholars who have discussed the SKP in relation to African societies 

have, not surprisin~ly, emphasized different factors from those discussed 
1 

above. Formal legal definitions are not seen as essential (Meillassoux 

1978). The rad~cal distinction betveen free a~d unfree typical of European 

3 
societies in which slavery vas important was not true of Africa. However, 

the distinction betveen domestic slavery (or patriarchal slavery) and other 

forma of slavery is maintained. Terray (1974, 1975) treats the free 

peasantry in Gyaman as maintaining a domestic mode of, production even 

though they do use slaves. For ~erray the SMP refers ta t~e use of slaves 

in the ~roduction of commodities for trade. Slaves in the SMP have no 
, 0 

control over means of production or the product. In'this Terray appears 

close to Hinâess and Hirstls identification of the SMP vith a s~ecific 

mode of surplus extraction. However, the matter becomes confused 

because Terray shows that the slavels status was ameliorated through 

generations. lt is unclear how one should conceive of second and 
1 \ 

third generatian slaves, nor how they re-late' to the SMP. 

The farm of. surplus extraction is ignored by some scholars. For 

,..J. 
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instance, Klein and Lovejoy (1979) assert that the SMP was dominant in 

most of West Africa during the nineteenth century. eThey refer to the 

large numbers of slaves in the population, the fact that it was a "self-

perpetuating" mode of production, based on "enslavement as an institution-

alized process" (1979:209), and that slaves were essential to the repro-

4 
duction of society. Thus in their definition of the SMP they draw 

attention ~o important general features of societies in which slaves are 

numerous, and do not concern themselves with the variaole economic roles 

and functions which slaves fulfilled. 

The upshot of'this brief discussion i8 that there is little~reeme~t 
, 

about what the central features'and effects of the~ are. 

crucial fault, foroif the conceot of the SMP i8 to h~\ any 

t . 
ity it must point to certain features which distinguish the 

This is a 

general valid-

SMP clearly 

from other modes of production, as weIl as have a widely agreed upon ~nd 

stable definitio~. If the concept is used differently toffit each specifie 

.... 
historical example then its general utility is vitiated, and it cannot 

aid in typologizing or classifying societies. l turn now to a discussion 

of slavery in Hausaland. The question is whether such an ill-defined 

concept helps clarify the complex nature of sl~very and of the society 

in this region. 

The Slave Population 

Estimating the slave population of nineteenth-century Hausaland i5 

difficult due to a lack of dependable demographic data and the problem-

atic issue of defining slavery, for even though Islam gave the institution 

a legal basis practice did not always follow the formalized rules. None-

theless it is important to give at least a rough impression of the numbers 

of people who were slaves. 

.-
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Robinson expressed his calculation in an interesting manner. . , 

If it be true that the Hausa speaking population of _ 
the interior numbers fifteen million, it is certainly 
the case that the Hausa slave population numbers at 
least five million, or, ta put it another way that one 
out of every 300 people now living in the world is a 
Hausa slave (Robinson 1896a:207). 
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Robinson's populatiort estimate is tao high, but the suggestion that one

third of the population were slaves is not' out of line. dIt may even be \ 

con~ervative. More recent writers are no more specifie. Polly Hill, taking 

a population figure of eight to ten million in Hausaland in 1900, says "it 

is likely that several million people were in servitude" (Hill 1977: 203) • 
1$., 

'The historian Paul Lovejoy asserts that in the Sokoto Caliphate "between a 

quarter and' half the population was slave, and estimates from some key 

provinces, particularly the caoital districts of Sokoto and Gwandu, suggest 

percentages that are much higher" (Lovejoy 1981c:20l). Lugard thought that 

at the time of the British conquest of the region under the direct admin-

istration of Sokoto "the vast bulk of the labouring classes were slaves" 
~ 1 1 

(Lugard 1970:222). Half the population of northern Zazzau, that is the 

Hausa area, may have been ~laves (M.G. Smith 1954:241). Estimates from 

Kano de al only with the city"and their wide range illustrates how ten-

tative the numbers are. On his first ~isit in 1824 Clapperton thought 

the city's population was 30,000 ta 40,000 "of whom more than one half 

are slaves" (Clapperton 1826:49). During his return two years later 

Arab merchants to1d him there were 30 slaves for every free man 

(Clapperton 1966:171-172). Barth and Robinson agreed with Clapperton's 

first guess (Barth 1965,1:510; Robinson 1896b:113). 

Of course in attempting to-assess the overa11 significance of slavery 

in a given society numerieal proporti?u or tota1s are 1ess important than 

the function slaves fulfilled and the effeet the use of slaves had on 

~ , 

l 
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the social f~rmation perceived as a totality. It is evident tha·t in the 

Sokoto Caliphate, whose boundaries extended weIl beyond Hausaland; the 

importance.and function of slavery varied regionally in relation to 

historical, political, economic, ethnie and mil~tary factors. 

For instance, forced settlement and slave estates were common in the 

frontier regions where the Fulani rulers were concerned to secure the 

Caliphate's borders'and extend their control over aceohalous societies 

(Lovejoy 1978b:35l-353). Slave estates (Hausa: rumada, sing. pi~ji) 

vere numerous in Adamawa, where it was reported many individuals had more 

than 1,000 slaves (Barth 1965,2:174). M.G. Smith's numerous writings on' 

Z~zzau show that rumada were very important there as weIl, probably because 

of the large pagan enclaves which were tributary to Zazzau. They were 

the main support of the dominant Fulani. Aoparently, the primary attraction 

of political office 'was the opporturnity to acquire slaves which such 

positions allowed (M.G. Smith 1965:231). However, one did not have to 

hold state office ta establish a Pinji~ although the hakimi had to 

grant permission (M.G. Smith.1960:9l). Since the political elite did 

not have to buy slaves -- they captured the;-in raids and warfare 

their estates were usually larger. l have earlier (Chapter !wo) referred 

• to Mammon Sani, Emir of Zazzau, who owned 9,000 slaves at his death, 

3,000 of which were settled on a single pinii (M.G. Smith 1960:157-158). 

Perhaps more typical was the slave village of Kara where 130 slaves lived 

along with the family of the owner (M. Smith 1964). Hogendorn (1977) 

has' recently analyzed two PUmada near Zaria city. One, owned by the 

Emir of Zazzau, had a population of 100 or more slaves; the other belonged 

to a private persan not of a noble family and consisted of only 40 or sa 

slaves. 

Polly Hill strongly distinguishes the social patterns in the regions 

/ 
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beyond the Hausa heartland, but which were part of t~~ Sokoto Caliphate. 

from those 'characteristic of the Hausa area. .She emphasizes the fact 

that most slave owners in Hausaland "were ordinary private fanners, who 

litera1ly invested'in slaves in the same spirit as that in which they 

may invest in p10ugh oxen today" (Hill 1977: 205) . Rural communities, 

however. were anything but ega1itarian 50 that the majority of farmers 

'owned no slaves at aIl. In Dorayi, the village area just outside the 

Kano city wal1s whlch she investigated .. "informants constantly emphasized 

that the slave-owners were relatlvely rich_ people" (Hill 1977:213; see 

'also Hill 1976:417). 

When her research was carried out in 1971-1972 the population of 

this area was 3,500, which is probab1y somewhat 1arger than what it was 

5 in the early colonial period. She was able ta identify 34 slave owners 

of whom 24 were locals. The locals owned no more than about four farm 

sl.aves each "who were often related to each other" (Hill 1976: 417). 

These local owners were mostly ordlnary farmers holding no politieal 

office or large trading interests. Some were women, and at least one 

woman was a freed slave who acquired two slaves of her own. Howéver, there 

were three local men who owned fifteen or more slaves (Hill 1976:417). 

Two of these slave-owners also had homes in the city. 

The non-local slave-owners were from the city. Two of them were 

office holders, the Emir of Kano and the Emir's chief b1acksmith. The 

slaves were settled on estates which belonged to the office rather'than 

the persan. The Emir's estate had about 50 foreign slaves while the 

blacksmith's'estate was "much smal1er" (Hill 1976:418-419). There were 

nine other non-local slave-owners, none of whom held political office.
6 

Unfortunate1y, most-of these private absentee landlords vanished from 

, Dorayi 1eaving nO
J 

trace. Hill reports that one of them was a woman salt 
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trader. Another was a butcher, and slave and cattle dealer who owned 
.. ' 

about 70 slaves and 100 head of cattle. Most of his slaves Ieft when 

he received a prison sentence from the British for slave trading (1977: 

216). Because Dorayi is located adjacent ta the main route \~etween Kano 

and Zaria it vas a prime spift for wealthy merchants ta establish slave 

estates, but vith the abolition of slavery most of these vere thrown out 

of cultivation (Hill 1977:215). 

Regretfully there have been few, if any, intensive studies of the 

incidences of farm slavery in Kano such aS Hill's. Her data, insofar 

as it is representative of more general patterns -- an issue which cannot 

be resolved -- presents some interesting Rroblems. For one, it is evident 

that if most of the slave owners vere ordinary private farmers as Hill 

asserts, most of the slaves vere owned by people who cannat be considered 

ordinary in terms of income or activity. The true "ordinay" resident 

Qf Kano emirate vas a poor peasant (Hausa: taZaka) vho owned no ~laves 

and was primarily concerned vith subsistence production. On the other 

hand, statements su ch as: "In Kano, a rich man has three or fouro 

thousand slaves" (Richardson 1970,2:274), are overestimates, or at 

least do not reflect the general pattern. Barth vas speaking of the 

population of the city vhen he said. 

The number of domestic slaves, of course, is very 
considerable; but l think it hard1y equa1s, certain1y 
does not exceed, that of the free men, for whi1e the 
wealthy have many slaves, the poorer c1ass, which is 
far more numerous, have few or none (Barth 1965,1:510). 

This rough1y reflects the situation in Dorayi reported by Hill. The 

figures given ta Clapperton by the Arabs in Kano of 30 slaves for every 
) 

freeman must reflect the average number owned by men su ch as~themselves, 

rather than the ratio between slave and free (Clapperton ~6:171-172). 

J 

, 
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The social composition of the rural population undoubtedly varied 

regionally, both at the micro and macro level, and perhaps changed over 

the course of the nineteenth century. Within the Dorayi village region 

the numbers of slave descendants varied significantly in different s~b-, 

divisions, from four, percent of the population to 35 and 40 percent. As 
~ 

Hill points out this discrepancy is partly due to post-emancipation (i.e. 
o 

British conquest) migration, as weIl as regional variation in the in-

cidences of farm slavery. Outside the KCSZ political factors may have 

encouraged slave concentrations in sorne areas. One of the defensive 

policies of the Host-Jihad emirate rulers was to establish new fortress 
\ . 

\ 

towns (Fika 1978:427~e subsistence needs of these regions would 

presumably have been supplied by the forced settlement of slaves. 
4 

The informants of contemporary researchers are, of course, older 

people whose reminscence is of the latter part of the nineteenth century. 

It is a safe assumption that the number, nature and conditions of the 

~ave population taken as a whole were somewhat different towards the 

latter part of the century than they had been earlier on. The activities 

of the jihad and the expansion of the Calippate's borders would have 

created a large number of slaves whG were available for use in areas 

where they,were strangers. By the second and third generation, however, 

the descendants ?f the original captives would have spoken local dialects 

and languages and taken on the other cultural trappings of their new 

o 
home (M. Smith 1964:43), Interestingly, Hill c1aims the stock of farm 

slaves in Hausaland did not have to be continua11y replenished by raiding 

(Hill 1977:205). Hogendorn's data on the origin of rumada slaves in 

Zazzau towards the end of the nineteenth century partially supports 

Hill's claim, especially when one considers that in Zazzau sla~e raiding 

was a state-organized annual activity. 
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The best breakdown of how a Pi~ji Qbtained its slaves 
cames fram Hanwa ~a ~i~jiJ. Of approximately fort y 
slaves inhabiting the settlement just before the 
arrivaI of the British, about twenty percent were 
sa id to have been capti~es purchased at Zaria or 
other slave markets directly from the nobles who 
had taken them. Another fort y or so percent had 
been sold in the market by previous owners, and had 
served on other ~~ada in the vicinity. The remainder, 
around fort y percent, were born into slavery 
(Hogendorn 1977:373). 
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By the second or third generation man y descendants of the slaves would 

have become indistinguishable from the Hausa peasantry. Through emanci-

7 pation and birth there was a steady loss to the slave population which 

had to be made good: The disruption caused by slave raiding througout 

" 
the region is a common theme in travell~rs' accounts and early colonial , 
reports. But a tendency towards stability and cultural ass1milation 

wa5 an important aspect of slavery in Hausaland. Moreover, inheritance 

8 
laws and general ecenomic proceS5es generated pressure towards the break 

9 
up of larger holdings as the century progressed. 

There i5 another aspect<uf the political economy of Kano emirate 

which must be considered in conjunction with the size, distribution and 

settlement of the slave population." It is indicative of the complex 

overlap of relations of dominat1on and levels of servility which exis~d 

throughout the Sokoto Ca1iphate. South of Katsina, on route to Kano, 

Barth commented: "It is astonishing how much property is he1d in these 

fertile regions by the Tawarek of A'sben and ta what consequences this 

may eventua11y lead everybody will easily conjecture" (Barth 1965,1: 

481-482). Further on he observed the town of Bichi northeast of Birnin 

Kano. 

The town is very remarkable, as exhibiting the 
peculiar circumstances of the social state in this 
country; for it belougs partly ta the Tawarek tribe 
of Itisan, whose bugaje or serfs -- proper1y half
castes, barn of free mothers, but slaves from the 



,'. , father's side -- live here, cultivating for their 
lords, the fields around the to~ (Barth 1965,1: 
486). 

~5 

The Tuareg had a comp1ex hierarchy of statuses which was not c1ear 

to the Hausa who employed the term bug~je (masc. sing. buzu; fem. sing. 

buzuwa) to cover a11 those at the lower end of the sca1e (see Baier and 

Lovejoy 1977). Presumab1y, towns such as Bichi could on1y be established 
• Q 

by permission of the hakimi in whose territory it lay. Bichi is in-

dicative, though, of the. complexity and variability of the relations of 

domination in the region. 1 already pointed.out that the hakimai's 

terri tories were not necessarily contiguous. They could be separa te 

villages and estates dispersed erratically in the emirate. Besides the~, 

apparently, were towns such as Bichi, not directly'under the dominati9n 

of the Kano government, and on which a diffe:eny system of socia~ in- , 

equality existed. It would be an er;or to discuss the emirate's political 

,economy without including these settlements, a fact which illustrates the 

shortfalls of models based on the relations betweèn one dominant and one 

subordinate class. A manifold gradation of ranks and overlapping claimg 

~ 
on people and territory were characteristic features of the emirate's 

o 

political economy. 

Slavery and the'Mode of Surplus Extraction 

The mode of surplus extraction and the inte~sity of e~ploitation 

'varied, of course, depe~ding on the social pqsition of the owner and 

the nature of the work the slave was given. As is often pointed' out 

slaves did occupy influential positions in the government and were able . , 

~o enjoy the bene~ts of their office. In Chapter One 1 related that in 

Kano eight of the hakimai were slave functionaries of the Emir. Thus they 

enjoyed the. fruits of the slave estates and tribute from peasant villages in 

~heir districts. The Emir also used slaves ta satisfy what can only be 

. , 
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described as a perverse sense ,of humour. ~8 Is evident in the story related 

by the Baus~ wom.an Baba to -Mary Saith • 

. 1 reaember when a slave Imown as the Cbi~f of Adamawa 
,CUle touring the country [this, is Zaz:zau) , he came to 
our market place, riding his horse;'he filled his hand 
vith tobacco flour and put lt aIl inco his mouth. He 
c ... vith praise-singera, he dismounted and danced. We 
1Iere aIl laughing. The king of' Kano had bought hia 
and appointed °h~ "Chief of Adamawa"; ,he vent about the ~ 
coùntry -and every slave who had been caught in Adamawa 
country caae running to him and crouched down and greeted, 
his vith gifts of money. He couldn't talk (Rausa) properly 
and his praise-singers couldtt't ,talk p'roperl~. He' sang 
a song aaying he only vanted groundnuts. The Chief of 
AdaJà8va. the groundnut-eater! The king of Kano sent hiJ. 
on this ridiculous tour --' the king didn't get a centh 
of a penny out of'it, but tt amused him .(M. Smith 
1964:42-43) • 

Nonetheless, these functionaries vere slaves an~ their supreae statua ând 

,lifestyle could quickly be reduced to nothing at the ~ta of the Eair. 
) , , ,. 

Borno vas outside the Sokoto Calïphate but Denham observed chere in 1823 ' 
, >.il' 

an event vhich exemplifies thii'principl~ The Sheik Al-Kamen~ had 

inadvertently'bestowéd a gift barse upon one of his slave generals vhicb' 

, , 

had been intended for someone else. When he asked for its return, the slave, . 

baving grown presumptuoua, 

sent back aIl the horses which the sheiK hid previously 
.. given him. saying he would iri future valk'or ride his 

own. On this the sheik immediately se~t for him, h~d him 
stripped in his presence, and the leather girdle put round 
bis loins; and after reproaching him vith bis ingratitude, 
ordered chat he should be forthwith sold to the Tibbo 
·merchants, for he was still a slave (Denham là26:172).' 

Such eplsodes reaffirm the existential reallty of the notion that the slave 

vas ,. commodi ty . 

The majority of the slaves owned by the nobility never occupied the 

higher positions, and were sometimes condemned to extreme forms of exploi-

tation. Travelling between Kano and Sokoto in 1827 Richard Lander observed 

how brutal this treatment could be when 50 slaves belonging to the t~ing 

of Jacoba" were killed by the conditions of their cemployment. 
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Tb ... unforcunate creatures bad to carrY heavy,burdens 
~cbeir heAds the day before; and being unable to 
keep up vith'the rapid pace of the camels vere necessarily 

. ',obliged to be 1eft behind and thus miserably perished " f 
thirat (Lander 1966: 284) .', . 

~. 

Nobles and marchants obv~0U81y bad a very different re1ationship to the 
,r . 

daves who perfonaed the aundan~ tasu af manual labour than dld the 

... 11 farmer who WBS ~oncerned to maintain a labour force'<!n his fana, and 

dici not have the .. ans to cbase down runa~yso or replace them through , 

pùrchase. 'Those.who possessed political an~ economi~ver cou~d afford 

to ~reat their slaves in a manner comaensurate with their legal standing' 

as a piece of property. Also, for the devout, the pagan origin of slaves 

.. y h~ generated a deep-seated disrespect, for these peo~ vere 1ess 

thao huaan in the serlse that they Qere outside the community of God. Iman 

laon, a .... scholar, stated: "People bave nothing but, contempt for 

slav~s in ijauaaland. The slaves suffer: people look ~t slaves as worthless 

creatures; they do not consider them huaan beinss; and they treat them 

barahly" (Ferguson 1973:230). The most notorious slave-owner in Dorayi 

wa. a lCoranic scholar who "had been an unusually cruel master who ch~ined 

his slaves if they refused to fetch manure from the city; and •• '. bought 

uny faras 'from those without food' n' (Hill 197,7 :214). Clapperton met an . " 

Arab _rchant in Katagum; on the eaàtern border of ~o. whose relations 

vith his bousehold slaves vere so bad that he slept vith a dasger and 

loaded pistol. Ac~ding to this source a!most aIl the Arabs did the 
. 

SaM and it vas main1y their fama1e slaves whom they feared, "the master 
. ' 

be1t:fgOften 8tr~led at night by the wOlllen of his household" (Clapperton 

1826: 132)'. 

Such statements canerast markedly vith eomments on domestie slavery 

made by the E~opean travelera. Barth commented on the difference in the 
i 

" . 
nacùre oftperelationship between slave and owner wen the owner,was an 

\. 
\\~ 
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vhen a nati'l7e. 

The quiet course of dome~tic slavery has very little to 
offend the mind of the traveler; the slave 1s generally 
weIl treated, i5 not[over-worked, and 1s very often 
considered as a member of the family. Scenes c.used 
by the running avay of a slave in consequence of 
severe and bad treatment occur everyday vith the Arabs, 
who generally sell their ~'ave as soon as occasion offers, 
but with the natives ~hey are very rare (Barth 1965,1:527). 

88 

This delineation should not be ovetemphasized; however, there are good . 
reasons for such a difference in treatment to exist. There were reYigious 

and racial distinctions ,between Muslim Arabs and pagan black slaves. More 

importantly, though, the Araba in nausaland vere mostly merchants 

interested in the slave tr,ade, or employing slave labour only as a means 

to realize a profit through unequal exchange. The merchant's eCQnomic 

role was in the circulation of commodities of vhich the slave vas one. 

For the slaves involved in agricultural produc~n -- and this ls 

where the majority of them were -- the material reality was necessarily 

"-different, for the very nature of production demanded it be so. Lega1ly 

these slaves vere a1so property. Their 1nitiaI origin was capture or 

purchase. But for the "private farmer~' to use Hill' s t:~rminology, slaves 

were not a short~term investment. The turn over on capital inveated in 
g 

slaves could only be realized if the slaves stayed on the land. Escaped 

AL 
slaves vere hard to recover. 

Slaves sometimes escaped You would hunt and hunt 
for them, and then ~e day you wou1d~hear that someone 
had seen them in a far-away town. If anyone questioned 
him the slave would say he had been sent to do an errand 
for his master. You never caught the~ again (M. Smith 
1964:43). 

Thua, the problem vas to "tie" them ~own, so thêy would become a reliable 

... ber of a production unit over the long-term. 

The conditions of labour experienced by' the farm slave varied 1n 
1 

accordance with the size of the holding to which he vas attached. On a 
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"~ll-bolding where onl~ a few 'slaves were owned, sucb as was ,common in 

Dorayi, the slaves lived in the compound just as other member9 of the 
/ ' 

bousehold. Ima! Imoru's description of the Hauaa family and its treatment 

'are interesting in tbis regard. 
1 

The "core", farko, of the family i9 the wife, mata, children, 
'ya'ya, slaves, bayi, servants, baruwa, and the brotber's 

4 children, 'ya'yan dangi. 

A man's family works for htm: in return, be feed~, clothes, 
and mar~ies them off. When he has money, he disciplines 
them, and punishes them -- to the point of tying}them IIp 
When they WTong him (Ferguson 1973:284). 

'The slave worked -the fields alongside bis owner and shared in tWe product 

of their labour. They formed an addition to the domestic labour force and 

~be conditions of labour and of living facilitated the development of 

pe~sonal relations similar to those witb aetual family mèmbers. Jq~ing 

~ relationships existed between the owners and their slaves and kinship terms 

~ere extended to eover slaves as weIl (M.G. Smith 1955:45). Baba's 

"eldest son", Usuman, was a freed s,lave, ''He~-fiito the kin and be~e 

the eldest son in every way - except that he ,w,ould not Inherit" (M. Smith 

1964:119). If a man owned a female and male slave they were married 

(Ferguson 1973:284). Offspring of s~aves who b~longed to different 

owners belonged to their mother's owner (M. Smlth 1964:41). It 15 evident 

that for the small-scale peasant the function of slavery was to enlarge 

the labour supply and reproductive potential of the dom~st1c unit, hèreby 

contrlbuting to its immediate productivit~ and long-terro security. 

On the larger estates (rumada) belonging to state offices or private 

persons the conditions were somewhat different. The sla~~s lived in 

separate houses built for them by the owner {Ferguson 1973:284) or by 

themselves (Hill 1977:214). These estates were operated as gandu unita 

are today, except that now the members of gandU are only father and sons, 
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10 or somettmes brothers. These estates consisted of commonly worked 
) 

, 
fields, (Hausa: gandU) and plots 

1 
(Hausa: gayauna) ~hat the' slave, was 

90 

allowed to use for himself. On 
\' 

the Emir of Kano's esta te in Dorayi t\tese 

latt~ could be inherited by the slave's son or lent to another person" . 
'. ( c, 

but could not be sold (Hill 1977:214). 

A slave foreman (sarkin gandu) was put in charge of the estate's 

slaves (Hill 1977:214; Hogendorn 1977:373), Married slaves 1ived in their 

own compounds. Their. time was divideQ between t'heir obligation to ·the,ir 

, owner and their dwn needs. While visiting Sokoto in 1826 Clapperton 

o 
qbserved the 1ife~of these slaves. 

.d The males who have arrived at the age of elghteen or 
nineteen are given a vife, and sent ta 1ive'at their 
villages and farms in 'the country, where they bu~ld a 
hut and untl1 harvest are fed by thelr owners. ~en 

the time for cultlvating the ground and soving the' seed 
cames on th~ owner points out what he requlres, and 
what ls ta be sown on it. The slave 18 then allowed 
to enclose a,part for hlmself and fami1y. The hours 
of labour for his master; are from daylight till mid
day; the remainder of the day 18 employed on his own, 
or in any other way he may think proper. At the time 
of harvest, when they eut and tle up the grain, each 
slave gets a bundle of the different sorts of grain, 
about a bushel of our mea~ur~, for himself. The gtain 
on hls own ground ls entirely left for his own use, 
and he may dispose of it as he thinks proner. At 
the vacant seasons of the year he must attend the calls 
of his master, whether ta accampany him on a journey, 
or go to war, if so ordered (Clapperton 1966:213-214). 

At Karo, in northern Zazzau, the slaves worked on the gandu fields 

between 9:30 A.M. and 2:30 P.M. Aside from the early-morning meal 

everyone on the rinji was fed from the produce of the gandu fields. The 

same crops were grown on the common land and the private plots -- guinea 

corn, cotton, millet, cowpeas, sweet potatoes. pumpkin's. groundouts, 

peppers, bitter tomatoes. sugar-cane, rice. okras, tomatoes and green 

1: 
peppers. The slaves were free to ma~ket the produce of thelr own 

'fields, and those born 00 the ri~usa: cucanau:z, sing. OOimeanS; 

1, 
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dima..iai, sing. dima,to) could' enga!l;e in craf~ work ,or other 

activities. Baba gives the followin~.list of activities: 
, 1 

Some wove on the men's'narrow l~om,' so~e were brokers' 
in the market, sorne were salt-sellers, sdme sold kola
nuts or sugar cane or sweet ~o~atoes or cotton or 
other things. ~ome were dyers, some grew onions or 
sugar-cane in marsh-plots. Some iust farmed. their own 
plots (M. Smith 1964:42).' , ' . , 

Slaves who h~d been. bougQt on the market, were only pe~itted ta farm. , 
/ 

.. 

'Of 

It 18 interesting' to note that the slaves on the Emir of Ka~o's éstate 

in Dorayi were required ta labour for him only during the agricultura1 

season. They were paid for any work they did for him during the dry 

season, even though most of them werè p~ns who had recently been captured 

(HillI9i7:214-215). 

'. The situation of slaves barn into their status was somewhat different 

from chat of their !,arents who had been c8ntured or bought. Barth (1965,1: 
~~ 

527-52S) held the opinion that domestic slaves were rarely al10wed to 

marry. He dlstimruished the' natives of "Negroland" in this respect from 

the Tuarey "who seem ta takeJgreat pains ta rear slaves" (Barth 1965,1: 

527). This eontradjcts the previously cited statement by Clanperton that 

once slaves reached the age of 18 or 19 they were married. It also runs 

counter ta Hogendorn's (1977) finding that some 40 percent of the slaves 

on rumada were barn there, and ta Baba's descriotion of life on the ri~ji 

at Kara. ~liki 1aw states that a slave can have four wives, 1ust as a 

freeman (~runschvig 1960:27). 

The second generation slaves sooke Hausa and were'sometimes educated 

in Koranic verse as were the children of free parents (Clapperton 1966:214; 
; 

M. Smith 1964:42-43). Of course, the progeny of a/free man and a slave 

concubine were free, and the mother was emancinated upon their birth. The 

'. situation of second generation slaves in Hausaland was com?lex. According 
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to Clapperton: "The children of .slaves whether dwelling in the h01JSe or 

on the farm, are never sold, unless thelr behaviour 19 such that. after 

repeated punishment. they continue u~an~geable" (Clapperton 1966:214). 
, , ' 

l surmise'that in thi~ passage Clapperton is describing ~e custom rather 
\, 

than the formaI legal rules. Lugard reports that publlc opinion mltigated 

agajnst the sale of a slave who had been with his master for two or three 

years, and the break-up of a husband and wife through their sale was'con-

sidered a disgraceful act (Lugard 1970:247). In strictly juraI terms, 

though, there was no restriction on the sale of a slave even in the second 

generation (Hill 1977:206). 

The s~atus of second generation slaves presents another example of 

r-': 
the variety of forms of surplus ex~ra~tion whièn existed in the Sokoto 

Caliphate. Hill emphasizès the difference between Hausa practice, as ' 

described above, and the Fulani where second generation slaves were less 
1 

alienable'. "Might lt not be . . : that in Fuiani society the dirriajai were 

< 
not ,slaves at aIl, but members of a class which was int~rmediate between 

slaveryand freedom" (HIll 1977:206-207).12 She refers to Stenning's 

(1959:66) observation that among the pastoral Fulani dim~jo were the male 

offspr~n~ of female sl,aves who had 'had children fathered by their master 

.and were therefore partially emaneipated at his death. the significance 

of this fact ls not-cl~~ For instance, there ls no data on whether 

this inflùenced/the situation of second generation slaves living on the 

.rumada owned by Fu'lani nobles or on the farms of sedentary Fulant peasants. 

One should also question whether 1t 1s use fuI ta distinguish between Hausa 

and Fulani society when both ethnie groups were inextricably bound together 

in a single social fo~ation. 

Under Maliki Iaw slaves were allowed to ransom themselves. Clearly. 

if slaves born on the'rinji were allowed to partieipate in actlvities other 
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than famiag, as Baba stated, they were in a better position' to purchase 

t~eir freeqom than, those who had been bought. There were two means by , . 

which ransom could be paid: pan8a or fan8a ~as a single large payment by 

which the slave was immeaiately freed, and murgu, whereby a slave ceased 
. , 

working for his master so as to earn the~cost ~f his emancipa~ion' (Hill 

" 
1977:204; Lugard 1970:247). Obvious1y. for both these systems ~o have any 

. \ 
meaning slaves had to have partial access to both means of production and 

their own labour power. so as to be able to raise the money required. 

Under ~liki 1aw an emancipated slave had no obligation to, his former 
, 

owne"r (Brunschvig 1960: 30). However, the actual condition of freed slaves, 

whether freedom was attained by pur chase or by the grace of the owner, is 

not known. Baba of Karo's information suggests that they were free to 1eave 
1 

the ~nji. AlI the chi1dren of the slaves were freed, and were called 

brothers. ''When they grew up some of the children of our slaves married 

us and some of them married o1,lts1de the f~lly" (! .. i~ Smith 1964:40). The 
l> 

ch11dren of the: sarkin gandu (who were freed) married in the town. ~.G. Smith, 

mvever, found that at:ter the !3ritish abolis'hed the legal status of slavery, 

the offspring of former slaves had to pay a rent-in-kind for th~ use of 

'their farm land and compound site. Escape through migration w~s uncommon 

because of the social pressure on Hauas to marry and the difficulty in-

volved in arranging and maintaining the marriage. Movement to local unused 

land was easily blocked by the fopner master (~. G. Smith 1960: 253-259) . 
ç' 

This kind of clienta~e ,is unimportant in Dorayi today, and, oerhaps, 

throughout the central Hausa emirates; and 19 not a ohenomena necessa~ily 

connected to former, slave status (Hill 1977:219). Be this as it may. one 

can speculate that' in precolontal times it woul'd have been mor;e difficult 

to exist as a totally autonomous peasant. Poverty alone must have driven 

many free farmera to seek relations to those better off than themselves. .' 

\ 
i 
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The probl~s of finding and ke~ a'wife mentioned by M.G. Smith would . 

have' existedl. Moreover. security in the countryside WàS not assuI'ed, and , 

for defence free persqns wou1d 'have had to rely on the mi~itary capacity -

of the local noble. lt i8 unlikely a freed farm-slave could make his or' 

her way in this world without any relationship to a higher authority. 

$: 

Slave Labour and Manufacturing . 

13 Crait production was a crucial, if-' subs1diary. fea~ of 

colonial economy of Hausaland. Numerous specia1ized activities wer~ 
, ' . 

,'in Kano emirate, although as l have 'indicated in Chapter One the production 

of dyed cloth was the most important. Kano cloth wes marketed throughout 

West Africa and tens of, thousands of 'people were· invoh,~d 1n 1ts production. 

Given the ~ortance of manufacturing activ1ties it i8 necessary to attempt 

to aasess the degree ta which slave labour was a factor 1n cheir deve10p~ 

ment. 
, 

le 1s essential, however. thae one maintatO a proper perspective. 
l 

AlI significant as craft product.ion was its overal1 deve10pment was lim)ted. 

'<6 ~ 
and the population of Kano remained ;irst and foremost agricultural pro-

ducers. There certain~y was specià1ization, but the basic factor in the 

separation of agriculture from industry was the climatic fluctuations of 

the regfon. The dry season halted many farming activities and waB the 

time when raiding, warfare, trading and ~raft production took place. Only 

a very small pro~ort1on of the population undertook skilled activities 

~s a full-time year-round occupation. The technology and organization of 

pr~ductio~ a1so remained relatively simple. There does not appear, for 

instance, ta have been anything similar to the "workshops" where1n slaves 

vere put t9 work at var~ous trades as was present in the Roman em~ire 

(Fin1ey 1973:73-74). With this proviso one can, nonetheless, appreciate 

~ 14 
the importance of manufacturing to 'the econotlly as a whole. 

le has been claimed that "the craft industries operated under direct 

\ 
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st~te control, each craft being organ1zed under's chief responsible for , 
\ ' 

qualit~~nd priee control,taxation, and productton fo~ the need» of the 
,~ \'..il 

emir" (Sma1done 1977: 139). This, oversta.tes the case, however. The/"t 

organizat~on of the manufacruring activitiés depçnded upon ~ocial and 

economic conditions besides state control. Th€ relationship between the 

state and craft production was ?ot the same in each emlrate." Emirate 

governments had to secure necessary items such as agricu1tural implements. 

weapons, and goods for the tribute to Sok~to, but outside of imposing 

1evles on sorne groups of craftsmen the state had no control over the pro cess 

of production. M.G. Smith (1960:219) says the' system of occupation tax-

ation was developed during the, rei~n in Sokoto of Aliyu Baba (1842-1859). 
, 

The offices for craft chiefs were created mainly as mechanism~ for tax 

/ 
collection. But ~hea (1975:11) asserts that taxation was a matter over 

which the Emirs exercised "c6nsiderable prerogative", and 'which was never 

8tandarcÙzed ttirough~ut the Sokoto Caliphate. 

The number or nature of the occupational taxes in Kano is not clear. 

Shea states "the only occupationai tax reported for Kano was on indigo 

dyeing" (Shea 1975: 11). That there was an office of chief blacksmith ln 

Kano has a1ready been estab~ished. The primary task of this official was 

to gather;he annuai levy of agricultura1 tools, weapons and other metal-

ware required for the royal farms, military activities and the upkeep of 

15 
~he city ja1il and gates. He also distrlbuted the orders from the state 

for goods among the different groups of_blacksmiths. There was a division 

of' labour between city and rUral based blacksmiths, the latter producing 

the farm equipment for the annual tax and the former concentrating more 

on weaponS, chains, shackles. and bars. 
,J 

Outside of the tax the state did not interfere 1n the organization 

of tb~ blacksmiths. Difrerent groups in the city developed their own '.J 
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special~ies. and factors su ch as location and ethnie origin were the main 

bases of Wh,t litt le organization there was. Sons tended ta follow their 

fathers, but there were no guild-like restrictions on entry into the trade. 

Inoeed. formaI rules restrieting aecess ta craft skills or equipment were 

( 

not present in 'Hausaland. 

Given the large numbers of slaves avai1able to the rulers of the 

emirate it i5 surpriSi~at a strategie activity sueh as blacksmithing 

was not developed as'a specialty of royal slaves. "It is claimed that 

blacksmiths, as the suppliers of weapons of war, were always among the 

first to be sought out by an 1nvading enemy, who sometimes torture~ them 

with weapons they had made themselves" (Jaggar 1973:19-20, n.14), Desp1te 
4 

their obvious importance the produc~ion and distribution of essent1al metal 

goods was Ieft in the hands of the ~lacksmiths from whose ranks their chief 

was chosen. Some items. such as guns. w~re expensive and difficult to " 

acquire, and although a few were made there seems to have been no attempt 

to develop the required skills. Evidently it was more practical ta trade 

slaves for such high technology than use them to produce it closer ta home. 

If it 1s possible ta draw analogies ta the precoloni~l period on the 

basis of the techniques of modern-day blacksmiths. it appears that the 

labour process involved onlv rudimentarv coooeration and was based around 

the, domestic unit. Forgeswere rarely shared by more than two men and only 

the heaviest tasks are done cooper~tively. Otherwise a man and son or 
1 

junior relativeworkedtogether. In the past slaves may have been attached 

to this unit but there is no evidence that changes in the orga~izat10n of 

production were effected because of their presencé. 

The traditional means of mining iran ore is no longer practised., 

The Kano smiths had to rely upon ore from other emirates, although it ois 

known that Dalla Hill in Kano city was once the site of mining and smelting. 
, 

\ 
1 
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Jaggar provides a Little information on thls aspect of the pre colonial 

metal lndustry, i~f~uding the followlng intriguing comment: " Kano 

smlths claim their aneestors did 'not as a rule mine (diba) or smelt (dafa) 

their Iron ore, and that this specialized and arduous t~sk was performed 

\Dainly byprofessional iron ore smelt:ers (rrradafi) most of whom ,-were Maguzawa, 

l'iving in these rather remote mlning ar~as" (Jaggar 1973: 24). lt would be 

Interesting to know what the legal status of the "professional iron ore smelters:' 

was, for the Maguzawa were pagan Haus'a. In the nineteenth century they 

would have been open to ensravement. Unfortunately, at presen~ one can 

Textile production was not as strategie an activity)as was blaeksmithing. 

But economieally it was far more important. Cloth was p~odueed throughout, 

West Africa, and outside of the desert regions or where for cultural r~asons 

clothing was not i~portant, it was made and consumed locally. In Kano 

emirate, especially in the city ana to the south of it. a number of special-

ized centres developed which produced high quality cloth, much of it for 

export. 
CI< 

Kano developed intQ a renowned textile producing region for a number 

16 of reasons. . Ecological factors were important. The avallability of 

cotton and especially indigo were the prtmary determinants in the locati;n 

of the industry. Kano produced more cotton than 'any of the other emlrates 

(Morel 1968:239), although Zamfara. northern Zazzau and southern Katsina 

aIL exported cotton to Kano and other regions. Indigo is a light, bulky 

product, and therefore expensive to transport. Kano produced large amounts 

of hlgh quality indigo (Ferguson 1973:81-82). Transport costs of indigo 

\: 0 

partial1y explain why the most important export-oriented dyeing centres 
l, 

wete located outside the city of Kano, in a be1t which ran southward into 

Northern Zazzau. 

1 
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Cotton i8 usuallY intercropped with other plants in West Africa, a 
/ , 

technique whic~ protects the plant from infection (Irvine 1968:48-49). 

"'" Barth claimed, during his travels in the region'j that "a field of full 

grown cotton-plants, in g~od arder, is very rarely met with in these 

countries, as they are generally left in a wild state, overgrown with 

aIl sorts of rank grass" (Barth 1965, l: 430) . Nonetheless cotton was grown 

for market ~ell as for home use. Indigo was evidently a valuable cash 

crop, which was often intensively cu1tivated on marsh lands which were 

utilizable year round. State po1icy encouraged the production of these 

two crops in that they were exempt from taxation. However, the monocrop 
\ 

r" plantation typical of the American south was not a phenomenon in Hausaland. 

The market for cloth was tao small. 

Overall, the technology involved in the textile industry was simple, 

and was available to everyone. Clapperton's description of the processes 

involved is cited ln the appendix. Improvements and additions wer~ made 

dur~ng the nineteenth century. The most significant of the se was the 

adoption of dye-pits which were larger and more durable than the fired 
.' 0 

clay pots which were used previously. This technical improvement was an 

outcome of the dyeing process, for it was based on the development of 

ka~8i, a residue which was left after the dyeing was complete. This was 

a multipurpose pro4uct used in the construction of dye pits and tanning 

pics, as waterproofing for walls and roofs, as a mordant, for degumming 
: i .... ~J \ 

silk, and was hilgnly valued as fertilizer. The dye PitS\ were a form of 

capi~al investment. Their use had important effects on the 'structure of 

the Kano economy: 

• • . this new field of capital investment did intro
duce into the economy some elements of what is commonly 
considered the basis of capitalism, or perhaps increased 
capitalist tendencies which were already present in the 
society. By this l mean that wage labour became more 

, . 
i 
i 

1 1 • 

1 
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and more important and that capital equipment was 
increasingly owned by people other than those who 
used it (Shea 1975:1~l). 

lt marked a shift in the sexual division of labour. Dye pots coulq be 

owned by women, dye pits could note 

" Labour for dyeing was supplied, aside from the pit owners themselves, 

by itinerant Koranic students, poor peasants in search of dry season 

em~loyment, and even handicapped persons such as the blinde The basic 
o 

technique was easily leained\ Shea says (1975:202) there was a "slight 
,;:: 

prejudice shared by many against teaching slaves how ta dye, or allowing 

them' to do 50, but in some areas which experienced rapid growth in the 

industry slaves did do some dyeing." 
1 

Of course, the more arduous tasks 

such as carrying water were open to them. Moreover, the offensive odour 

-. 0 of the dye solution discouraged people from gett}ng invo1ved. lt appearS 

safe ta conclude that slaves were an important additiona1 source of labour, ~ 

bqt were not a crucial element in the dyeing process. In fact Shea sees 

labour mobility, as an important element in the economic well-being of the 
1 

emirate. There was no rigid organization ~f dyers; the nature of th~ work 

militated against this. 
. 

The most ski lIed aspect of the ryrocess of dyed-c10th production was 

beating. lt became a separa te spec~alized activity only in the 1ast two 
" 

hundred years or so, a development which is clearly linked to the expansion 
f 

\ of demand for high qua1tty clotho Slaves were not trained as beaters, 

even though the work was very hard. Altijough some people beat cloth on 

their own, the best work was done by men who worked together. Morel 

(1968:212) gives a picturesque desçription of a beating hut. 

In a dark ~d spacious hut perspiring men kneel 
in rows facing one another on either side of a huge 
log of wOOù, stained black and smooth polished with 
constant use, upan which the cloths are spread and 
vigorously b~aten with rounded wooden Mallets. 
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~ 
Cooperation was essentia1' in this kind ~f work and becaus~ of this beaters 

were somewhat more organized. Entry was more restricted, although it is 

not evident there were formaI restrictions, and beaters have maintained 

their near monopoly. The rural dyeing centres di~d out as long distance 

repl~~y a wealthy, nationa1ly-
( , ) '" 

centres 'baVe not moved, however. 
\ . , 
\' ,l" 

''':;:-.. _--

markets for their products.were lost and 

conscious, urban, mid'dle class. 
-------~,..,..-

Beating 

,Kano was made famous by its shiny black cloth, the finish of which was 

produced by, the beaters. The presence of beating centres was the mark of 
c:: 

production for expor~. Rich beaters invested in their owrt beating huts 

and even dye pits. Apparently, the idea of investing in a skilled work 

force of slaves was not attractive. 

The other aspects of cloth production, spinning and weaving, were 

very widespread. Spinning was a womanls acçivity. There is no evidence 
/> ' 

slaves were restricted from the activity. The practic~ of vife secluslon 

(kuZZe) affected the textile lndustry in that it freed women from more 

mundane taaks and a1lowed them ta pursue their own crafts and trade. It 
v 

probably resulted in an increase in spun thread. Towards the en~ of the 

nineteenth century women's upright lo~s were introduced ta Kano from the 

south. Their accePt~e ~~ related ta the spread of kutZe, and the 

opportunities this offered ,women to participate in craft production. The 
, 

seclusion of women,.however, depended upon the availability of labour to 

perform the necessary tasks those 1n kuZle no longer did. 

Weaving on the horizontal loom was menls work. There were no 

restrictions on this activity. 1 have prevlously cited Baba of Karo's 

~ob8ervation that second generation slaves used weaving as a means of 

earning their emancipation money~ Agaiu, because the equipment and know-

ledge required vas easily acquired there seem ta have been no gui1d-like 

restrictions on this widespread crafe. 
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Certà1n ethJlic groups vere renowned for their skills as veavers and. ' 

sptnners in Hausaland. ,These vere brought to seme regions·a~ slaves. 

Clapperton made the following observations when he was at Sokoto in 1824. 

The exports are principally civet and blue ~heck tobes, .. 
calle~ sharie, which are manufactured by the slaves of 
Nyffee Qlup~, of whom the men are cons!dered the most 
expert weavers in Soudan, and the women the best spinners 
(Clapperton 1826:113). 

When he returned ta Sokoto two years later he sald: "The weavers . . • 

ar,e mostfy natives of Nyffé, as are also all their b1acksmiths" (Clapperton 

1966:222). He did not specify the!r lega1 status the second time. Out-

side of this comment my research has revealed no other indication that 
. . 

slaves were utilized in high skill tasks, at least none tha~ non-slaves 

did not a1so perform. 

However, slaves were a form o~ita1 investment. Traders invested' 

in them as weIl as in farms, and BU ch investments could enable the mer-

chants to exercise some control over the production of clotho Shea cites 

-
t,he example of a Kanuri (from Bornu) cloth trader who moved to Kano and 

who did just,this. 

Theyo must have had a fairly large amount of capital, 
in the form of covs which they sold, because they 
invested in cloth and slaves and began to lodge the 
Kanuri traders who came to the area to buy dyed 
cloth produced there. They had a fair number of 
slaves (but fever than ten) vho farmed during the 
rainy season but who vove cloth for their masters 
during the dry season. Malam Umaru lshe trade~ 
and his father had this cloth dyed and beaten for a 
fee, and they sold this cloth, as weIl as the cloth of 
others in the town which they hand1ed for a commission, 
ta the Kanuri traPers who visited the area (Shea 1975: 
234) . 

Slaves may not have been used widely in the most specialized tasks of cloth 

production but they vere nevertheless an important means of production, , ; 

the control of which meant mastery over part of the production process. 

There i5 one problematic issue, which for now remains a mystery. 

l, 
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" ':fhe only tu: . on the cloth industry in Kano vas a tax On dye-pits whieh 

! • 

. vas paid in cowries (Barth 1965,1 :523-524). The dye pit owners arranged 

the payment of this themselves to the extent that there were no state 

appointed tax collectors (Shea 1~7S:l96). This may be unique ~o Kano. 

However, the tribute paid by Kano emirate to Sokoto included a large 

number of cloth products. Where did these come from? Per~ps the slaves 
!, 

of the royal estates were involved. The answer must await further researc~. 

These brief comments on slave labour in blacksmithing and the textile 
1 

industry of Kano suggest that the situation in Kano was different from that 

ro~'the Ancient world, at least as summarized by Hindess and Hirst. They 

-" 

assert (1975:164-l67) that slavery was the most productive fotm of labour 

in the Ancient world. It allowed for growth in the division of labour, 

simple cooperation and the development of skills., The free peasantry, 

on the other hand, restricted the development of production because it had 

neither the time nor wealth required to develop skills, and cooperation was, 

hampered by the scattered and small production units. In Kano, by contrast, 

lt appears slaves were bought as productive investments by merchants in-

volved in trading manufactured goods, but they were not employed in 

act,ivities reqûiri1)g a high degree of proficiency. The use of slave labour 

was undoubtedly bound up with the spread of commerce, but it does not 

appear to have been the most highly skilled labour, nor necessarily the 

most productive. The organization of craft production was not transformed 

17 by'the use of sLave labour. 

A sol id conclusion on these issues requires more detailed research 

into the use ~f slaves in all the manufac~uring activities of the emirate, 

including Ieather work, tailoring, and construction, as weIl as cloth 
1 

production and blacksmithing. 
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Tbe Slave Mode of Production ln Hausaland? 

For Marx the form in whlch surplus is extracted from the direct pro-

ducer i8 a definitive criteria ~n the individuation of social forma. 

The essential difference between the various economic 
forms of soci~ty, between for instance, a society 
based on slave labour, and one based on wage labour, 
lies only in the form ln which • • • surplus labour 
ls in each caseextracted from the actuai producer, 
the labourer (quoted in Cohen 1978:82). 

By strict definition all the slave's product is retained by ~er. 

However, reality rarely corresponds to abstract definitions (Cohen 1978: 

82). This ls why Hlndess and Hirst specified that in the SMP slaves are . ' 

dispossessed of the means of production. The total product of the labour 
, 

process in which they take part is expropriated from them. ThéYlegal status 
{, 

of slavery does not in itself guarantee this condition. 

lt has been shown that in Hausaland surplus was extracted from slaves 

in several forms. Certainly, Many suffered the full consequence of their 

status as"mere commodities. However, in Kano Most slaves worked on farms 

fl and the expropriation of surplus took forms that were barelv distinguish-. 

able from those of other dependants. Slaves in small peasant households 

were part of the domestic production unit, and were exploited in the same 

mapner,as the gandu headé' own offspring. On the lar~er estates it appears 

a labour-rent was required, but slaves did have access to sorne land and 

the product of this land. Second generation slaves, whose numbers must 

have increased as the nineteenth century progressed, could also undertake 

'. 
craft and trading activities. In other words the majority of slaves had 

access to sorne means of production and some of their own product. Those 

slaves settled on estates which belonged to the state offices were tied 

to the estate rather than the individual who occupied the office. Their 

condition was somewbat reminiscent of the Spartan helots, and in being 
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bound to an estate rather than an individual tbey resemble serfs. This 
t, 

situation suggests that in Hausaland the distinction between serfs who 

are tied to the land and slaves who are tied to an owner may not have 

much analytical value. Other categories, specifie to the region, need 

to be developed. 

Given the variety of ways in which surplus was extracted from slaves 

one can question the efficacy of the concept of the SMP as a character-

ization of the region. Slaves were obviously very numerous and important 

in the economy. However, reference to a single form of surplus extraction 

under the name of the SMP cannot explain aIl the roles which slaves ful-

filled in the economy. The forms of surplus extraction were too numerous 

and compld,~ be captured in a meaningful way by a single general concept. 

The growt\} of commerce ge'nerated investment in slaves as means of 

production. However, means of production are objects, they do not deter-

mine social relations. Thus slaves could be used in various soci~l forms 

of production without necessarily changing them. Moreover, in manufacturing 

activities slave labour was not crucial. Slavery was not the mosr pro-

ductive or most advanced forim of labour, as may have been true in classical 

antiquity. 

The social formation of precolonial Hausaland was unique in history. 

Its complexity and history need to be studied in their own right. There 

is little to be gained by either forcing the society into a European 

derived general typology, or of changing concepts developed for other 

societies to fit the Hausa example. The concept of the SMP is not a use-

fuI heuristic aid in understanding precolonia~,Hausaland • 
.... 

l ' 
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BOte. - Chapter Tbrae 

1. l _ incl.bted to Dr. Keith Hart for allowing Ile ta read' hi. Ullpubliahed 
papar "The Concribution of Marxism co Economic Anthropology." 

2. COhen idencifies chree ways in whi.ch the tem mode of produccion is 
uaad: 1) The lIl&ceri.al mode - roughly aynonymous vith technique; 
2) The social mode -- this cavera three social properties of the 
production process, a) the purpoae of product~, b) the form caken 
by surplus labour, c) the mode of exploitation; 3) The mixed. mode 
cavera bath che macerial and social propere1es. of the production 
process. 

In a. note (p. 84. n.4) ·Coh.en c01IIIIlents that: -the definition of mode of. 
production in Hindess and Hi.rst i8 "a mixed mode of our usuage, but 
one vith special theoretical features." He conttnues: "I. do not find 
this conception especially clear, and in sa ~ar as ! underscand it, l 
do no t, find that the authors are faithful to it in t;heir detailed 
discussions. If 

Of coursè Bindess and Rirst (1977) have repudiated the concept of 
mode of production. It is curious that Stewart and Crummey (1981)" 
adopt mode of production If as the primary analytical tool in historics,]. 
mater:l.alism" . (1981:23) at a. time when the usefu1ness of the concept 
bas been questioned. In a footnote regard.1ng the cO,ncept of mode 
of production they cite CapitaZ, Althusser and Bal.ibar (1970> and 
Hindess and Birst (1975, 1977).. They comment: "The last work rej ects 
tœ concèpt altogether" (1981:30, n.lO) _ Apparently this does not 
bocher tham- in the least. 

3. For instance,. it seems the Hausa concept of freedom 1s inextricably 
bound to the notion of kinship. . . 

In Hausa,. a f~eeman ia a "son" (da) or IIdaughter" ('ya) (the -
plural. of bath of wbich is 'yan or 'yaya). The state of being 
free ia 'yanci, that is,. tha state of being a son.. Thus a 
freaman is 'yan~ae~ a freewoman is 'yan~~, free people are 
'yan~ (also freed slaves) (Paden 1973;34, n.48). 

Schou (1876,2:56) gives the follow±ng definit10n: 

Free, ta be, da. He 15 free, Bi ne da. c.hild. He told .' 
nov thou art a free man, not a slave, ya fada mani yanzu kai 
da. ka ke~ 00 bawc:r 00. Ta be made free, samu diyautsi • • • • 

Freedom, n. diyautst., or diautst. .. 

Acc:ording ta Paden the Hausa concept of freedour is ami lar ta -that 
of the Fulani. "The Fulfulde word for "freedOlll ft (ndimaku) ia taken 
dj.rectly fram. the word "barn" (zoim) and impl1es the state of being 
a blood relative (Padan 1973:34). 

\ 

Of course the difficulty lies in distinguishing th. meaning of the 
tem as ua.d in speech or writin,,. frOIl a legal defiDition of a fr .. 
per8Ot1. 

,-

! 

l 



( 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

, 106 

l do DOt tbtnk l1e1n and tovejoy quite 
"reprocluction" in the Marxist .ense. 
biologie&! production of individuals. 

understand what is .. ant by 
They have redueed it to tbe 

For instance. 

Assimilation througb control of reproduction was, of 
.course, also an important element of social control. 
It assured tbe powerful and wealtby who dominated 
West Africa reproduced at a disproportiona~ely higber 
rate. in terms of tbe population as a.~wJ:1ole (1979:209). 

If. ,., 

Virstly, tbere Is no reason why the powl~~ul and wealtby sbould want 
to reproduce at a faster rate tban otbers. The problem of the 
dominant class is bow to restrict membership. Offspring of noble 
lineages for whom tbere is no official office are frequently a 
source of inter- and intra- dynastie trouble in the se soeieties. 
This, of course, was one of the reasons eunuebs were commonly given, 
important high posts. 

Secondly, and more ~portantly, reproduction in the Marxist sense 

.. 

refers to tbe continuaI renewal of the structure of the social 
formation, not simply biologieal reproduction. Indeed, under capitali .. 
the reproduction of the social formation ean be threatened by high 
birth rates. 

~ 

u . 
\As most of the slave-descendents left this overpopulated area, it 
i~not certain (though it is likely) that the presept population 
is larger than in early colonial times" (Hill 1976: 415). 

Bill's numb~rs do not add up. Of 34 slave owners, 24 were local 
people. This leaves 10 non-local. The Emir and Chief blacksmith 
equal 2. With 9 others, the ,total ia Il? 

- - . 

Children tathered by the free owner of their mother were fre~ and 
their motber'was emancipated at their birth. 

M.G. Smith's (1954) comparison of slavery in Zazzau and Jamaica 
shows how different the Hausa pattern was from that of the New 
World. In the New World s strict social and cultural separation 
was maintained, and of course still exists, between the dlave population 
and the free. In Hausa, legal status notwithstandi~g, there were 
pressures for slaves ta take on the religion, langpage, education, 
etc. of the Hausa population. 

8. The Maliki school of Islamic law reigned in West Africa, although 
the formaI rules of inheritance were adjusted ta local realities 
and custom (M.G. Smith 1965). 

9. On the transformation of large holdings note the following comment 
by Lovejoy (1978b:343). 

Savanna and coastal econom1es diverged in the second half 
of the nineteenth century. however. For Hopkins, the m08t 
significant development in areas of 'legittœate' production 
vas the emergence pf a peasant sector and the graduaI demise 
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of large bold1nas. This ref1ected tbe lack of econoai .. of 
.cale in tbe production of pala producta and other agri
cultura~ gooda, un1ess seme individuals bad acce •• to slave 
labour. Over tbe long run small farmers could campete 
favourab\r with large entrepreneur and slave owners, 90 

that "'t~~ source of slaves began to disappear the pea.ant 
.ector gradually became dominant. The change was perbaps 
tirst evident in the Akwapinn-region of southeast Asante, and 
only later in the Yoruba states, but lt began a dramatic 
.hift which accelerated with the eventual emancipation of 
.laves.- This change also occurred in the savanna, first in 
tbe groundnut belt of Senegambia where plantation and peasant 
pioduction competed side by side, but it vas not fully in 
.ffect until the beginning of the colonial period after 1900. 
ROnatheless, even of this point developments in the Sokoto 
calipbate, at lesst, reflected ~he larger pattern and were 
.vident by the last decades of the nineteenth century. Once 
aaa1n,"however, the reasons were more closely related to the 
internaI dynamics of aavanna econOlly and society and were 
l •• s affected by trade'with Europe. There vas a tiae-lal 
for tbe Islamic savanna, but the outcome vas again stmilar: 
... ll-scali production began to replace large-scale euter
prise. 

10: Gan4U is represented iD the literature as the main form of agricultural 
production unit 10 Bausaland. Bausaland is significant in that 
co~orate l!neages' holding rilhts over land or people are absent. 
The family ~t is the buis of production. Today the gandu ta 
merely an outgrowth oi the dameatic cycle involving fatbars and sons, 
or brothers ua~y. However, at any point Y' time a minority 
of peasant householda are in gandu. although~1rtually aIl of, them do 
participate in gandu at so~ time. Nonetheless, the nÙMerous 
var1&tions in the actual working of gandu unies has led to the 
qua.tionlog of tts éffieacy in understanding agricultural production 
in Hauaaland (Wallace 1978). See also (M.G. Smith 1955:20-21; Hill 
1972:38-56, 249-25~ Lovejoy 1978b, 1979). 

11. RQgendorn found that crops which required marshland (fadama) vere 
not grown by'siaves. ae also says no tax vas paid on the gayauna 
plota. 

, 
. 12. M.G.,Smith do •• not sake the disti~tion between Bausa and Fulani 

sy.t.... X 

Aaong the Bausa, owners had no power to alienate tho.e of 
tbeir slaves who vere born in capt1v1ty, the dimajai~ . 
(M.G. Smith 1954:244-245). 

13. The term "craft production" 1s, perbaps, a IIlisnomer ..... Lenin's c~.nt. 
on the term hand1craft production are instructive. He re1ects tbe 
term because it is ~ coverall term for smaller activities wb1ch bide. 
the actual economic structures in which tt exists (Lenin 1972:451-453). 

1 
i 
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14. Barth's ~omaent 18 especially informative for it points to the radical 
distinction between a domestic industry and one whlch is comp1ete1y 
separated from other aspects of life. 

In fact, if we conslder that thls industry is not carrled 
on here, as ln Europe, in immense establishments, de
grading man to the meanest conditions of life, but that 
~t gives employment and support to fami1ies without 
compe11ing them to sacrifiée domestic habi'ts, we must 
presume that Kano ought ta be one of the happiest coun
tries ... (Barth 1965,1:512). 

See also the comments in Gawers (1921:37,39)., 

15. The discussion of b1acksmithing i5 based on Jaggar 1973. 

16. The discussion of Kano's textile industry i5 based on Shea 1975. 

17. 

Other sources are indicated in the texte 

Craftsmen in Kado had a choice of a number of different 
kinds of organization, and these different organizations 
cou1d operate at the same time. at different 1evels. One 
su ch could be identified as a firm. where an individual, 
working a10ne or together with others who may contribut~ 
something ta the<f,capital of the flrm or who may be hired 
and paid according 'ta how much they produce. Another kind 
of organi~ation i8 based on the fami1y structure, and wou1d 
sometimes resemb1e a gandu. These family ties may some
times be much 100ser than other times and can expand or 
contract; simi1arly they cou1d inc1ude people who are not 
relatives of the head, such as slaves and clients who are 
not paid according to how much they produce but rather 
are supported as part of the household by the head. Another 
form of organization more temporary than the others invo1ved 
cooperation between men at a dyeing or beating centre in 
projects which affected the welfare of aIl of them 
(Shea 1975:218-219). 
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CONCLUSIONS , 
'The subject of this theSis i8 the utility of the concept of the - , 

slave mode of production in analyzing slavery in Africa. with p@rticular 

emphasis on Kano emirate in Hausaland. 

In Chapter One l outlined the early history of the Hausa states. 

A central feature of their evolution was the creation of large walled 

cities as bases for the politically dominant class, which extracted sur-

plus from the surrounding rural areas. These states grew through a 

combination of conquest, and the extension of trade and commerce with 

other parts of West Africa and beyond. Kano developed, for geographic, 

~ 
Pollticaf' and econpmic reasons, into the metropolitan heartland of a 

widespread regional economy. The jihad of Usuman dan Fodio (1804-1810) 

gave a political structure to the regional economy. This revolution was 

complex in origin, but at base were economic issues which were expressed 

critically in a religious form. Differences of ethnicity were also played 

upon, and a Fulani ruling class emerged victorious. 

Despite its wealth in craft production and trade Kano, as aIl of 

West Africa, was overwhelmingly rural in orientation. I have argued that 

the relation between the city-based rulers and the rural agricultural 

producers was the primary division in society, overdetermining the in-

equalities existing within rural communities. Although evldenee ls seant y 

it appears that the weight of the urban domination was felt by the peasantry. 

who did take opportunities to resist paying the taxes imposed upon them. 

The nature of urban-rural politieal relations distinguishes the situation 

10 Kano from European~style feudalis~~ __ 

In Chapter !WO l briefly introduced several problematic issues in 

the discussion of slavery in Africa. 1 argued that regardless of the 
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..r 
possible interpretations of early reports on ~ocial conditions in Africa, 

., 
the land/people ratio va$ an important factor in the use of unfree labour, 

albeit categories such as land and labour must be used critically in ~ 
;; 

reference to precapit~ltst societies. In parts of Africa the lack of 

" formali~ed lavs governing property and slaves makes it difficult to define 

. \ 

who vas and who vas not a slave. l doubt the value or necessi.'ty of foc'us-
1 

,ing on legal definitions since as a superstructural feature these deffinitions 

developed in response to the evolution~ a social category which they 

eventually wrappe9 in an explicitly juraI form. Finally. l addressed the 
. 

issue of whether slaves formed a social class. Because slaves ~ere not 

concentrated in a single economic activity or geographical region they did 

not form a politically conscious social class. Hovever, the efficacy of 

the notion of a class-in-itself is questioned,/since 1t does not say any-

thtng about the effect àf classes on a social formation as a whole. Indeed, 

class-in~itself denotes that there fs no class act1vity. 

In Chapter Three l attempt to dlrectly answer my original question. 

My response 1s that the concept of the slave eode of production is not a 

useful heuristic ~~~. lt must be emphasized that this 1s not to claim 

that slavery vas not an important form of labour in Kano emirate, nor 

that exploitation vas limited. To the c~ntrary, my argument is that slaves, 

along with other forms of dependent labour, and the free oeasantry were 

exploited in myriad ways which the ~MP does not help us d1stinguish. 

The slave mode of production is a problematic concept. Marx and 

Engels were never set in their opinions on the historical significance 

and social effect of slavery. The creation of a systematic model of the 

SMP has not overcome these original qualms about hov slavery fits into 
,f" 

a larger scheme. Those vorking primarily against the backdrop of European 

and American slavery'have emphasized the internaI social relation$Jbetween 
""' ' 
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slaves, freemen and means of production. Hindess and Hirst, following 

.Marx, emphasize the importance of the form of surplus extraction. Sorne 

suggest that the SMP was never a dominant mode of production, and that tt 

had little effect on political or ideological forms. Africanists, on 

the otber band, have e~phasized the ~entral role of slaves in Af~ican 

states, and the ÜDportance of enslavement as an institutionalized process 

in sorne African societies. There appears to be little agreement on 

exactly how the SMP i5 defined. 
.. 

The data on slavery in Kano and indeed aIl of Hausaland is scanty. 

Nonetheless certain characteristics are discernable. A large portion of 

the population vere slaves, and the majority of these were involved in 

~ agriculture. Perhaps half of the slaves were born into their status, and 

their actual life conditions varied from those who vere recently captured. 

Although in theory slaves have no control over their labour, means of 

production, or product of their labour the conditions in Hausaland de ter
t 

mined that in fact slaves vere given some access to aIl three. Surplus 

vas extracted in a variety of ways not aIl of which can be easily dis-

tinguished from the means of surplus extraction suffered by non-slaves. 

Besides the peasantry, there vere also dependants of the Fulani and Tuareg 

in the region whose legal status was unclear. There was no clear dichotomy 

between the slave and free as in the American south or classical'antiquity. 

Given the se facts and the "lack of agreement on the criteria by which 

a SMP can be identified, there i5 no obvious way in which the concept of 

the SMP aids us in understanding tbese societies. It does not direct us 

to one form of surplus extraction as the notion of a capitalist mode of 

production does. The reality"of precolonial Kano, and West Africa more 

generally, was too complex to capture with a single ill-defineÀ concept. , 

Perhaps it i8 this complexity which explains the fact ~hat ln the 1aet 



1 

" 

( 

, ' 

, 1 

\ 

112 

twenty years three modes of production have been offered as characterizationa 

of the West African states: the Asiatic mode (Suret-Canal~ 1964), the 

African (Coquery-Vidro~itch 1969), and the slave (Terray 1974, Klein and 

Lovejoy 1979). As Hindess and Hirst (1977) realized a concept based on , 
a;z 

the relations between two antagonistic classes is too simple to capture 

the great variety of relations and contradictions in any concrete society. 

Thus one~eeds to move away from such1ideal concepts as mode of produ~tion 
to ones which enable us to more fu1ly grasp reality in its manifold 

complexity. Rather than concentrate on the application of general concepts 

~t is more ~seful to study the historical specificity of precolon~al African 

societieS.. 
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GLOSSARY 

1 

~'en: a Eulani clan leader or headman 

.baeuaane, pl. aucanatJa: a person bom into slavery 

bauta: slavery 

bzwa, pl. bayi: a slave 
4 

birni, pl. birane: walled city; capital 

buzu, pl. bug~ie: a Tuareg slave or self, although it must be noted that 
the applicability of e1ther of these terms 1s quest10nable 

dimajo, pl. dimajai: Fulani term fo~"'~~~e~ne born into slavery, although 
dimadai are not al~enable in the sense true slaves are 

fansa (or pansa): emancipation from slavery by a single large payment 

gaZadima: war chief 

gandu:, a production 
or sometimes of 

un~t based on the cooperation of a father and sons, 
brothers; it also refers to the commonly-worked plots 

gari: a village or 
nucleated 

smaii town; differs from' kauye in that it is usually 

gayauna: a plot of land given to a slave by his mas ter the produce of 
which belongs to the 'slave 

gida, pl. gidaje: house, family compound 

hakimi, pl. hakimai.: a senior state office holder, a "fief-holder" 

ja~: a messenger and tax-collector for the hakimai 

jangali: tax on cattle 

jizia: tax or tribute 

~e: the practice whereby,nobles and office holders had the right to 
seize or demand goods and services from the ,free residents of'a 
village 

a small village, usually unnucleated kauye: 

kharaj: 

kuZZe: 

a ~and tax or ground rent charged to non~uslims 

to lock up, the practice of wife-seclusion )' 
./ 

kurdin kasa: land tax 

kuzad~Î\kal"Ofi: a tax on dye pits 

k.urdtn shuka: a tax on cash crops 

maguzawa: pagan Rausa; heathen 

rrruJihaddin: Isiamic réformers 

nnœgu.: payment by a slave ta his 
(, 

, . 

master 

Pin;ii .. P,I. PUTTlada: a slave estate 

saI"ki, pl. saraku.na: king; often applied 

taZaka, pL., talakaüxJ.: a commoner 

50 he 

to a 

~, pl. îmgwayi: a cluster of households 

can work 

headman, 

for 

or 

himselfc 

leader 

, 
1 

1 
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Appendix 

Clapperton's Description of the Production of Dyed-Cloth 

The following description of the techniques and stages involved in 

the production of dyed-cl'oth was recorded by Clapperton when he was in 

the cit~ of Kano in 1824. 

Cotton, after it is gathered from the shrub, is prepared 
by the careful housewife, or a steady female slave, by 
laying a quantity of (60) it on a stone, or a piece~of 
of board, along wh4eh she twirls two slender iron rods 
about a"foot in length, and thus dexterously se?arates 
the seeds from the cotton wool. The cotton is after
wards,teazed or opened out with a small bone, something 
like an instrument used by us in the manqfacture of a 
hat felt,_ Women then.spin it out of a baSket upon a 
slender spindle , " ,. It is now"sold in yarn or made 
into clotho The common cloth of the country i8 . . . 
only three or four inches broad. The weaver's loom 18 
very simple, having a fly and treadles like ours, but 
no beam; and the warp, fastened to a stone, ls drawn 
along the ground as'wanted. The shuttle is passed by 
the hand. When close at work, they are said to weave 
from twentYIJ to thirty fathoms of c10th a day. Kano is 
famed over aIl .central Afdca for the dyeing of lts 
cloth; for whièh process there are numerous establish
ments. Indlgo is here prepar~d in rather a dlfferent 
manner from that of India and America. When the plant 
ts ripe, the fresh green tops are eut off, and put lnto 
a·wooden trough about a foot and a half across, and one 
foot deep, in which, when pounded, they are left to 
ferment. When dry, this indigo looks like earth mixed 
with decayed grass, retains the shape of the trough, 
and three or four lumps being tied together vith Indian 
èorn-stalks, it is carried in this state to market. The 
apparatus for dyeing ia a large pot of clay, abo~t nine 
feet deep, and three feet broad, sunk in the earth. The 
indigo is thrown in, mixed with the ashes of the residuum 
of a former dyeing. These are prepared from the lees of 
the dye-pot, kneaded up and dried in the sun, after which 
they are burned. In the process of dyeing eol~ water alone 
is used. The articles to be dyed remain in the pot three 
or four days, and are frequently stirred up with a pole; 
besides which, they are weIl wrung out every night, and 
hung up to dry till morning, during which time the dye-
pot is covered with a straw mat. After (61) the tobes, 
turkadees,~, & c. are dyed, they are sent to the eloth
glazer, who places them between mats, laid over a large 
block of wood, and two men, with wooden mallets in each 
hand, continue to beat the cloth, sprinkling a little water 
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fram tt.e ta time upon the mats, until it acquires a 
japan-like sic glass. The block for beating the tobes 
ls part of the trunk of a large tree, and when brought 
ta the gates of the city, the proprietor musters thre& 
or four drummers, at whose summons the mob never fails 
ta asseable, and the black 18 gratu1tously ra lIed ta the 
vçrkshop. The priee of a good tobe of the darkest blue 
colour i8 3000 cowries, or a dollar and a half; and for 
glazing 1t, 700 covr1es. The total priee of a tobe 1a 
5000 eOVries, and of a turkadee. from 2000 to 3000 eowries 
(Clapperton l82~:59-6l). 

! ' 

, 
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