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Abstract

Royal endowments to Brahmanas have been interpreted either as a factor of political
integration or disintegration in Indian history. Through the first thorough presentation and
analysis of the epigraphic data from Orissa, this study argues tha: the period 300-1147 C.E.
was one of intensive state formatton and political developraent in which royal grants played
an important integrative role. Durning this period, Brahmanas, many of whom were ritual
specialists associated with the Yajur Veda, emerged as land-holders endowed by royal
decree with privileged contiol over land. Despite the consistent appearance of sectarian
affiliations in the royal nscnptions, temples did not benefit from royal patronage on a
comparable scale. Until the close of the period under review, it was the gift of land 1o
Brihmanas, not the royally-endowed temple establishment, that was a major basis of royal

legrtimation and political integration in Orissa.




Résumé

Les dotations royales aux Brahn.anas ont €té interprétées soit comme un ¢lement
d'intégration politique dans l'histoire indienne, soit de désintégrauon. Grice & la premiere
présentation et analyse minutieuse des données épigraphiques d'Orissa, cette étude affirme
que, pendant la période allant de 300 & 1147 av J.C., ces dotations ont joué un role
significatif d'inté gration dans la formation de I' Etat et dans le développement pohiique A
cette époque, les Brihmanas, dont un grand nombre furent des spécialistes du rituel
associ€s au Yajur Veda, apparurent comme des propriétaires privilégiés dotés par décret
royale de controle sur les terres. En dépit de V'apparition réguliére d'affiliaions sectarres
dans les inscriptions rovales, les temples ne trouvérent pas dans le patronage royal un
avantage comparable. Jusqu'd la fin de la période étudide, c'étt les dotations aun
Brihmanas. et non pas celles faites aux temples qui formaient la base de lIégitimation royale

etd'intégration politique en Orissa.
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Introduction

The histonical research of the last few decades has done much to challenge the
postulate of a changeless Indian past characterized by the existence of inert, self-sufficient
village communities superimposed by autocratic monarchical rule The 1ssue of royal grants
to Brihmanas! and temples has become central to one of the foremost debates 1in modern
Indian historiography -- the nature o} the early medieval political, economic. and religious
order. Royal granis to Brahmanas have been seen by some scholars as a prime cause of the
emergence 1n early medieval times of a feudal order charactenzed. amorg other things. by
pohtical and economuc fragmentanion 2 However, there are those who emphasize the role

played by these grants in political and cultural integration .3

Land grants and the early medieval political and economic order

According (0 R S Sharma, the nature of land nghts n early medieval imes are
indicative of a decentralized feudalism He asserts that " .the politcal essence of feudalism
lay m the organisation of the whole administrative stiucture on the basis of land. 1ts
economic essence lay in the institution of serfdom 1n which peasants were attached to the
soil held by landed 1ntermediaries placed between the kin~ and the actual tillers, who had to
pay rent1n kind and labour to them The system was based on a self-sufficient economy n
which things were mainly produced for the local use of peasants and their lords and not for

the market "4 According to Sharma. the main features of feudalism can be seen 1n the Gupta
g

P The term 'Braihmana’ has often wnaccurately been translated as ‘priest” For a discussion of
this wssuc, seepp 1920

2 See, for instance. Ram Sharan Sharma, Indian Feudalsm ¢ 300-1200, Centre of Advancud
Swdies m Anaent Indin History  and  Culture,  Umversuy  of  Calcutw,  Lectures  and
Semmars, no 1-A (Calcutta Umiversity  of  Calcutta,  1965)

¥ See H  Kulke, “Fragmentauon and Segmentauon Versus Integraton® Reflections on  the
Concepts of  Indian Feudahwm  and the Segmentary State 1n Indian History,” Swudies  1n
History 4, no 2 (1982) 237-03, "Early Swatc Formauon and Royal Legitumation in Late
Anaent Onssa,” m - Sidehights on _the History of Orissa, ed Manmath Nath Das (Vidyapuri,
Cuttack  Puamber Misra, 1977), “"Royal Temple Policy and the Structure of Medieval Hindu
Kingdoms,” in The Cult _of Japannath and the Regional Tradwon of Orissa, South  Asia
Insttute,  New  Delln Branch, Heidelberg Umiversity, South  Asian Studies. no 8. eds
Anncharlott. - Eschmann,  Hermann  Kulke and Gaya Charan  Trpathi (New  Delhi Manchar
Publicabons,  1978), pp 125-38 It may be pomnted out that even the proponents of  Indin
feudalsm  do  concede  the  pohiical, cconomic, and  culturally ntegrative  role  of  the
Brahmana benehaanes of land grants (See RS Sharma, Social Changes 1 Early  Medieval
Inda [owca A D 500-1200], First Devryy Memonal  Lecture 1969, Delhi Amnk - Singh,
Sccrewns,  Inter-University Board of India and Ceylon, on behalf of the Devray Chanana
Memoral Commuttee, 1964, pp 5, 16)

4 Sharma, Indun _ Feudaliam, p !




period and were 1ntensified in the post-Gupta period  Soine of these teudal features were as
follows: royal grants of land: the transfer to the beneficianes of fiscal and judicial nghts. the
grant of rights over peasants, artisans and merchants; an increased incidence of forced
labour; the decline in trade and comage. payment of officials through land revenue
assignments; and the growth of the obligations of the samantas (subordinate or feudatory
rulers).5 Sharma bases his hypotheses to a large extent on the evidence of royal land grants.
both religious and secular He asserts that the "ongin and development of pohtical
feudalism 1s to be sought 1n the land grants made to brahmanas from the first century
onwards."® He acknowledges that such grants did have a positive role to play 1n extending
the margin of cultivation and the dissemination of agricultural technology n tnibal areas,
and that they also played a positive role 1n the processes of cultural assimilation and
pohtical integration. But, according to him, these positive aspects were countered by the fact
that the grants created vested nterests that led to the fragmentation of pohucal authonty 7
Since Sharma's pioneering work on the subject, the hypothesis of Indian feudalism has
been subject to a vigorous redefinition and reworking by some, while 1t has been
questioned and rejected by others.®

The depicuon of the carly medieval period as one of pohtical fragmentation by
proponents of the Indian feudalism thests can be questioned on the basis of evidence of the
commencement of a process of intensive state formation at the sub-regional and regional
level 1n the post-Gupta pertod 1n many parts of the Indian subcontinent ¥ Further, while the
evidence of grants in favour of secular or military assignees would tend to support the
hypothests of the state making grants of land or revenue assignments i heu of cash
payments to adnunistrative personnel or in expectation of muliary support from nulitary
chiefs, the fact remains that the majority of 1oyal ‘rrants were made m favour of Brahmanas

or temples, the number of secular assignees being comparatively few The rationale ot the

S ibd, p. 76.

6 ibid., p 263

7 ibid, pp 270-71

8 For a re-worhing of the theory, sce, for instance, D N Jha, "Early Indian Feudalsm A
Histonographical ~ Cntique,”  Presidential  Address,  Ancient  India Section,  Indian  History
Congress, 40th  scssion, Waltur (December 1979) For a rejecuon of the applicabihty of  the
teudal model 10 India , sec D C Sircar, Landlordism and Tenancy in _Ancient. and Medieval
India _as_Revealed by Epigrapmical - Records  (Lucknows Umversity  or Lucknow, 196%),  pp
3234 Sicar rejects the designation of the carly medicval Indian order as feudal He  uses
the term  landlordism’  rather  than  feudalism, arguing  that, apart  from  the  Vijayanagarg
period, there 1s no evidence in the Indian context of the holding of land n return for
services, which, according to him, was the central prinaple  of European feudahsm

9 Sce Kulke, ‘"Fragmentatton and Segmemation Versus  Integrauon?  Reflecuons on  the
Cencepts of Indian Feudabsm and the Segmentary Sute o Indian History,  pp o 245-56




state’s deliberate erosion of 1ts power through large-scale grants of land to Brahmanas 1s not

convincimngly demonstrated by proponents of the feudalism school

In contrast to the feudalism <chool's emphasis on poliical and economic
fragmentation and 1ts essenuially negauve view of land grants vis & vis the economy, 1s
Burton Stein's cleboration ot the concept of ‘nuclear areas’ in the countext of agrarian
integrattion 1n early medieval South India 10 "These nuclear areas, most cbstractly
concerved, are ecological systems, that s, consisting of relatively intensively organized and
interrelated human acuvities and biological and physical processes More concretely. the
nuclear areas were lucalines comprising a set of natural and social elements which
represented the most advanced level of early South Indian Iife ” According to Stein, during
the Pallava and Cola period. the nuclear areas were located 1n the relatively densely
populated drainage basins of the major nvers or 1n those areas where access to other forms
of imigaton made the production of a regular food surplus possible Within such areas. he
suggests, agrarian integration was achieved through the insututions ot the brahmadeya (the
land endowed to Brahmanas' and the periyanadu (the assembly of the territonal untt known
as the nadu) !

According to Hermann Kulke, the concept of nuclear areas 1s of value not only in
relation to agranan integration but also as far as the polttical process of early state formation
is concerned Kulke argues that in Orissa, the rivenine tracts consututed important nuclear
areas of su. regional power 1n the early phases ot state formaton. some of these areas
becoming. 1n the later period, the bases of regional kingdoms 1n Orissa 12 More
specifically, inrele aon to the period 1000-1200 C E., Kulke identifies three means whereby
medieval kings, 1n the absence of a centralized burcaucracy. anempted to deal with the
problem of poliical mtegration patronage ofilmpommt tirthas (places of pilgrimage). a
policy of systematic and large-scale settlement of Brahmanas. and the construction of
mmperial temples 14 Kulke's emphasis on the integrauve role of grants to Brahmanas in
parucular reflects a view of early medieval India that 1s diametr:caily opposed to that of the
proponents of Indian feudalism; he views this period as one of 1ntersive stawe development

and political and cultural integration 1n areas such as Orissa.

10 “Integravon of the Agranan System of South India,” n Land Control and Social Structure
in__Indian_ History,” ed Robert Erc  Frykenberg, Madison® University of Wisconsin  Press,
1969, p 180

g

12

Kulke, "Royal Temple Policy and the Structure of Medieval Hindu Kinguoms," pp. 126-
27
B md, p 132



In the context of models of the early medieval Indian state. reference must alvo be
made to that of the segmentary state, which has been apphed by Burton Stemn to the South
Indian context The segmentary state model stands 1n opposttion to the depiction of the
early medieval state as either centralized or feudal ' As elaborated by Stein in relanon to
South India, 1t1s not based so much on the evidence of royal land grants as on the denial of
the existence of a bureaucracy, fiscal apparatus, standing army, and centralized political
control. The segmentary state hypothesis 1s dertved from Aidan W Southall's study of the
political organization of the African Alur mibe Southall makes a fundamental distinction
between the unitary and segmentary state’ "Whereas the unitary state 15 a structure i which
there is a central monopoly of power exercised by a specialised administrative staff withun
defined territorial limits. the segmentary staie 15 a structure in which specialised political
powcr is exercised within a pyramidal series of segments tied together at any one level, by
the oppositions between them at a higher level. and ulumately defined by their joint
opposition to adjacent unrelated groups."!% Some of the characterstics of Southall's
segmentary state are as follows' Territorial sovereignty in the segmentary state diffuses
through a series of zones, and is strongest near the centre and more restricted towards the
periphery. where it often shades nto a ritual hegemony Apart from the centralized
covernment. there are various peripheral foci of administration over which the centre’s
control 1s imited. The speciahized adminstranve staff 15 replicated, albeit on areduced scale,
at the peripheral levels The effective monopoly of force exercized by the centre exists only
within a limited range 16 Burton Stein suggests that sovereignty in a segmentary state is
dual, consisting of actual political control and ritual sovereignty.!7 He argues that "South
Indian kings were essentially ritual figures except in the often circumscribed core territories
of their capitals where they commanded and managed resources and men by virtue of their
compelling coercive power (kyatra)."1¥

While 1t 1s not the purpose here to discuss the details of the various aspects and
mmplications of the hypotheses of the segmentary state and ntal kingship, especially the

14 The emphasis on segmentation mn Sten's discussion of the nare of the medieval South
Indian polity contrasts with his focus on integranon 1n his discussion of brahmadeyas vis a
vis the agranan scenc

15 Aidan W. Southall, Alur Society A  Study m_ Process and  Types of _Domunation
(Cambndge W. Haiffer & Sons Lid, 1953), p 260

16 hid, pp 248-49

17 Burton Stein, "The Segmentary Staie 1 South Indian History, i Realm and Region_ in
Tradiuonal _India. ¢d Richard G Fon (New Delhi  Vikas, 1977), pp 10-11

18 Buricn Stein, Peasant  State _and _Society m _Medieval  South _India  (Delhn  Oxford
University Press, 1980), p. 24.




empirical underpinmings of these theories, a few general comments may be made 19 As far
as the hypothesis of the segmentary state 15 concemed. questions may be raised about the
vahidity of a model which, by virtue of the way it has been defined, includes within 1ts
purview state systems which, apart from the segmentation of authority thai they share, have
very little else 1n common -- for instance. the trnbal Alur and medieval European feudal
systems. The quesuons that anse with reference to ritual kingship include the following:
Are ntual sovereignty and effective political power mutually exclusive categories? Is there
not a connection between ritual sovereignty and 'real power? How does the former come
to be established without the latter? Does the absence of a centralized system and lack of a
monopoly over military resources necessarily preclude the existence of effective political
power and control?

The debate over th= nature of the early medieval state is of value inscfar as it has
challenged the traditional stereotype of the highly centralized Indian state and focused
atiention on the 1ssue of land rights and the desirability of interpretative models for the
understanding of the medieval Indian politcal order. Nevertheless, authontative
pronouncements on the nature of the medieval 'Indian’ economy and polity cannot be made
in the absence of detuiled region-based studies of political and economic structures which
would give a more complete picture of the regional and chronological variations in the
nature of these structures It 1s quite possible that such studies would indicate that there 1s
no one model that satisfactonly treats the data from the entire Indian subcontinent for the
ancientandearly medieval periods.

The empinical evidence regarding the details of royal grants 1s of direct relevance for
understanding the nature of the political. economic, and religious order 1n ancient and early
medieval India. This study presents the first detailed analysis of royal endowments to
Brahmanas and temples during the peniod 300-1147 C.E.. The focus 1s on the relationship
between Kings, Brahmanas. and temples 1 Onssa during this period, particularly the
relationship ketween granis to Brahmanas and temples and the formation and stablilization
of kingdoms 20

19 For a cnuque of the thories of Indian feudalsm an. the segmentary state, see Kulke,
"Fragmentation and Scgmentaton Versus Integraton? Reflecuons on the Concepts of Indian
Feudahsm and the Segmentary State in Indian  History;” and B. D. Chatopodhyaya,
"Pohtizal  Processes and  Structwes of Polity in  Early Medieval India:  Problems of
Perspecuve,”  Social__ Scienust 13, no 6 (Junc 1985) 3-34

20 A detnled analysis of admimsstrauve  structure, especially the uues, official designation,
and fiscal terms that occur n the nscripions lies “eyond the scope of this  study.
Nevertheless, appendices  appearing at the end of this work provide hsts of such technical
terms




The sources of this study

The s.arung point of this study was the compilation of a comprehensive st of the
published inscriptions of the various dynasties of ancient and medieval Orissa Some of the
earlier inscriptions have been catalogued by S. C De.2! A much larger number of
inscriptions have been collected 1 the five volumes of Inscriptions of Orissa edited by §
N. Rajaguru and a sixth volume of the same edited by Smigdha Tripathy.22 However, these
works do not give a complete list of the published inscrnipuions of all the anctent and carly

medieval Onissan dynasties, and it 1s hoped that this work will make a contribution 1 this
respect.

Thus study is based on an analysis of 302 Sanskrit inscriptions of Onssa,> ranging
in time from the fourth to the middle of the twelfth century C.E.. The rauonale of the
selection of this particular tme-frame 1s that from the fourth century, a large number of
inscriptions recording royal endowments become available: hence the terminus a quo of thrs
study. The terminus ad quem 15 constituted by the end of the reign of the impenal Ganga
king Anantavarman Codaganga (1078--1147 C.E.), the construction of the Jagannitha
temple during the later years of whose reign marks a distinct stage in the relauonship
between kingship and the sacred domain. Since ancient and modern political boundaries do

not necessarily cuincide. the geographical perimeters of the study on occasion expand 1o

include, apart from the thirteen districts comprising the modern state of Orissa, arcas such
as the Medinipur district of Bengal, the Raipur. Raigarh, and Bilaspur districts of Madhya
Pradesh, and the Smkakulam, Vishakhapatnam, and East Godavart districts of Andhra
Pradesh.

The majonity of the inscriptions that form the source material of this study are royal
charters recording grants of land made by kings to Brahmanas or to temples. As 1s to be
expected with inscriptions with a wide chronological as well as spaual range, the

inscriptions display a considerable degree of variation 1n appearance, style, language, script,

21 Sushil Chandra De, ed., Descripuve Catalogue of the Copper-Plate_Inscripuons of Orissa
(Bhubaneswar: The Superintendent, Research and Museum, 1961)

2 Satyanarayan Rajaguru, ed, Inscripuons of Onssa, 5 vols (Berhampur and Bhubaneswar
B. V. Nath, Supenntendent of Rescarch and Museum, Govt of Orissa; Gaunn Kumar Brahma,
Secretary, Orissa Sahitya Akademi; A. Joshi, Assistant Director, Orissa State Muscum; H. C
Das, Supermicndent of Museums, Onssa 1958-76), Smgdha Tnpathy, ed., Inscripuons  of
Onssa vol. 6 (Bhubancswar. H. C Dash, Supermicndent of Muscums, Ornssa, 1974)

23 While the language of the mscriptions  that form the basis of this study s Sanskrit, the
mnfleence of local dialect 15 often discernable A few of the later inscnptions conin a
muture of Sansknt with Telugu or with Onya. The large number of Ganga nscripuons 1n
the Telugu language and/or scrpt that have been found on the walls of temples of Andhra
Pradesh have not been included as sources for this study




and technical vocabulary. While a few are engraved on stone, sometimes on stone slabs

imbedded in the walls of temples, the majority are engraved on one or more copper plates,
strung together on a ring when the plates are more than one in number. The plates usually
display the seal of the monarch who issued the grant; this seal often bears certain miotifs
revealing the religious affiliations of the king, and may also bear a short legend.

The arrangement of the conteants of the land grant charters generally follows a more
or less uniform pattern The inscriptions usually open with an auspicious formula, which
may be followed by a eulogy of a deity (or the Buddha, in the case of Buddhist kings), and
the eulogy and genealogy of the royal donor. The genealogical portions make the land grant
charters fulfill, 1n addition to their main purpose of recording gifts or transactions of land,
the role of "secular public notice records," maintaining for posterity information concerning
the dynasties during whose rule the epigraphs were incised.24 The genealogical portion of
the grant 1s usually followed by a specification of the place whence the charter was issued
and a hist of officials and categornes of individuals informed about the grant. Then follow
the details of the location of the gifted land, the beneficiary, the purpose of the grant, and
the date. Some of the land grant charters give a detailed account of the boundaries of the
land. Almost all contain certain conventional benedictory and imprecatory verses. The
inscriptions usually conclude with the names and titles of certain individuals associated
with the grant, such as the writer, the engraver, and the diitaka (the 'messenger,” who
delivered the king's order regarding the grant to the local authorities).25

Notwithstanding their 1mportance for the reconstruction of political, social,
economic, and religious history, there are certain problems that arise in the u:ilization of the
epigraphic sources. Among these are the imperfect reading and ediuing of the text of many
of the epigraphs by scholars. This is further aggravated by the fact that language of the
inscriptions 1s often an imperfect variety of Sanskrit, replete with orthographical and
grammatical errors and with a marked influence of local dialect, which often renders
difficult the interpretation of the contents. Also, these are, after all, records issued by royal
courts, embellished with panegyric, following an almost monotonous conventional form in
terms of style and even content. The epigraphic technical vocabulary -- especially that
relating to the titles and des:gnations of officials, fiscal terms, and the terms of the grants --
is often abscure, permutting only a very general and tentative understanding of its meaning.

24 Buron Stemn, Peasan' State_and_Socicty in_Medieval South India, p. 154

I Certam mscripuons  hst addinonal persons mvolved n the drawing up and exccution of
the grant the name and designation of the person who heated the plates (for the purpose of
fining the scal) or who scaled the plates, and somcumes of the tndividuals who witnessed
the grant, or with whose cognisance the grant was made, are somctimes given




Finally, the dating of the epigraphic sources is also fraught with difficulties. Palacography
can only indicate the approximate age of an inscription, and many of the inscripuons are
dated in regnal years or in eras, the tnitial dates of which are controversial.

The organization and scope of this study

Given the long chronological span of this study, the mscriptions and the evidence
yielded by them have been divided into three rough chronological periods: Period I --the
fourth to the seventh century; Pertod Il -- the seventh to the tenth century, and Penod I11 -
the tenth to the mid-twelfth century. This division into two more or less equal and one
shorter period is based on places where the ‘cuts’ could be made with a modicum of
tidiness. As the political history of ancient and early medieval Orissa does not yield easily
to this sort of systemization, this periodization 1s a rough, overlapping one, and there 1s a
certain degree of 'spillage' between the phases. It may be noted, however. that Period [ falls
within what is spoken of in general terms as the "ancient’ period, while Periods 11 and 11
correspond to what 1s often referrred to as ine ‘early medieval’ period of Indian history

A review of the political history of ancient and early medieval Orissa forms the
starting point of ths study. Chapter I gives a chronological account of the dynastic history
of Orissa from the fourth to the mid-twelfih century, with an additional focus on royal titles
of pohtical import and the geographical locale of kingdoms. A series of maps mdicate the
find-spots of the nscriptions and political centres whence they were issued, where
identifiable.2¢ Chapter 11 examines the royal prasasu (panegyric) for the religtous elements
with which kingship sought to identify, particularly the sectarian affihations of kings The
Brahmana beneficianies of royal endowments form the subject of Chapter Il The
brahmadeya holdings (the land-holdings gifted to Brahmanas), their location, and the nature
of the privileges and exemptions bestowed on them, are discussed in Chapter IV Chapter
V examines the data relating to royal endowments to rehigious establishments, particularly
temples -- the deities patronised and the terms of the land holdings gifted in their favour. In
each chapter, the data provided by the inscriptions is presented first; this 1s followed by a

26 Maps have gencrally been prepared for dynasues with more than onc scripion, and
only if the specific find-spots are known. A few place-names that 1 have not been able 1o
locate on the maps do not make an appearance It may be noted that in some cascs, more than
one mscnpton has been found at a parucular find-spot It has not been possible o indicate
this on the maps due to constrainis of spacc The following sources have been used for the
preparation of the maps® Nauonal Atlas of India (Calcutia National Auas and Thematc
Mapping Orgamsation, Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, 1980,
scale 1@ 1,000,000); AMS World Topographical _Senies  (Washington D C  Army Map
Service, Corps of Engmeers, U. S. Army, ed 6, 1956; scale 1. 1,000000); R Stroobandt,
Corpus __Topographicum __Indiae, pt 1: Epigraphical _ Find-spots (Gent, 1974).




summary of the evidence and the general rends that emerge from it. This has been done in

order not to sacrifice precision and specificity 1n dealing with a large body of inscrniptions
belonging to a large number of dynasuc groups, in the process of making general
observations on the basis of the data. The concluding chapter draws on the conclusions or
each of the five preceding chapters to make some general observations on the nature of the
relationship between kings. Brahmanas, and temples 1n ancient and early medieval Orissa.
As the subject of this study 15 situated at a point of convergence of political, social,
economic. and religious history, a variety of 1ssues and debates drawn from these areas are

of direct relevance. Some of these are discussed below.

The early state_problems of definition and origins

In the fourth century B.C.E., parts of Orissa came to be included in the Magadhan
empire under the Nanda dynasty (364-324 B.C.E.). In 261 B.CE., Kaliniga?’? was
conquered by the Maurya emperor ASoka. The headquarters of Asokan rule in Kalinga
were located in the Mahanad: delta and the Rishikulya valley -- at Tosali (in or around
Dhauli in Pun distnct) and Samapa (in the vicinity of Jaugada in Ganjam district). The
earliest epigraphic evidence of indigenous state formation in Orissa is constituted by the
Hathigumpha inscripuon of Kharavela of the Mahameghavavana family and the Cedi
lineage: the inscription may be assigned roughly to the first century B.C.E.. The political
centre of the Cedi kingdom seems to have been located around Bhubaneswar and the
Mahanadi delta area. In the early centuries of the common era, numismatic evidence
indicates that parts of Orissa came to be included in the Kusana empire, probably ruled
through Kusana viceroys. An inscription found in the temple of Bhadrakali, about five
miles from Bhadrak town in Baleshwar district, indicates the rule in this area of a king
named Gana in about the third century C.E..28 The evidence of the Allahabad pillar
inscription of Samudragupta indicates that several principahities of Ornssa came under
Gupta domination in the fourth century C.E..29 It is from this period onwards that, after

21 The term 'Kalmiga' had varymg connotanons i different periods of Onssan history. As a
province of the Maurya empire, 1t probably corresponded to the modern Puri-Ganjam area
of Onssa

8 D, C. Sircar, "Bhadrak Inscripuon of Gana, Regnal Year 8" EI 29, pt. 6 (April 1952):
169-74. Sec also D. C. Sircar, "An Ancient King of Utkala,” OHRJ 1, no. 2 (1952) 22-26. K.
C. Panigrali ("Bhadrak Inscnpuon of Gana: Regnal Year 8," IHQ 35, 1959: 241, 245) reads
the mamc of the king as Surasarmma.

2 John Fauhfull Ficet, ed. Corpus _Inscnpuonum __ Indicarum, 3: Inscripuons of the Early
Gupta Kings and thewr Successors (Calcutta. Supenniendent of Government Printing, India,

1888; 3d ed., rev, Varanasi: Indological Book House, 1970), 7, 11 19-20 (hereafter cited as
Fleet, CII, 3)




several phases of dom.nation by large North Indian empires -- those of the Nandas,
Mavryas. Kusanpas. and Guptas -- internal polincal and socuil developments in Orissa

reached the point of maturity required for the commencement of a sustained process of
monarchical state formaton.

Some of the aspects of the more general debate on the definition, nature and ongins
of the state, especially the early state, are of relevance to an understanding of the poliucal
process of the transition from chieftaincies to monarchies in ancient Orissa In the western
intellectual tradition, the secular debate on the ongins and natre of the state goes back at
least to the sixteenth century to the writings of Hobbes, Locke. and Rousseau While 11y
not the intention here to summarize the large body of literature on the subject, some of the
recent contributions to the debate on state formation that are of direct relevance to the
present study may be highlighted

The ongins of the state have been traced to a variety of factors These include
population pressure; geographical locauon and circumscniption, long-distance trade,
technological change; control over irrigation networks, social stratification, conflict --
between individuals, kin-groups, classes, and societies, warfare and conquest, defence
against aggression; and the many recognizable benefits of state organmizauon.’® While none
of these factors alone can be demonstrated to have provided the impetus to statehood 1n all
cases, different combinations of these can be seen to have been operational in various
contexts.

One of the major problems that arises in the context of the early state 1s that of the
definition of the state and the bases of the distinction between the state and non-state. These
definitions, 1n fact, also reflect theories of the ongins and nature of the state. While most of
them refer to the state in general, including the pre-industrial as well as industnal state
within their purview, it is the former, and more particularly the early stage of the former.
that is the focus of interest for this study. ElIman R Service describes the state as
charactenized by the existence of civil law and formal government that are "institutionalized,
enacted, official, " and which "employ, threaten, or imply the actual use of force "1 Thus,
he sees the power of force and the power of authonty as the essential ingredients of the

30 For a summary and discussion of some of thesc theonies, scc Ronald Cohen, "Statc
Ongms: A Reappraisal,” mn The Early State, ed Henn J M. Clacssen and Peter Skalnik (The
Hague: Mouton, 1978), p. 69, and Elman R Service, "Classical and Modern Theonies of the
Ongins of Government,” mn Ongins of the Staie  The Anthropology of Pohuical Evoluton,
ed. Ronald Cohen and Elman R Service (Philadelpma Insutute for the Swdy of Human
Issues, 1978), pp 21-34.

31 Elman R Service, Ongms_of the State and Civiizauon The Process of Cultural
Evolution (New York, London: W. W. Norton and Co., 1975), p. 14,
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state.32 Ronald Cohen sees the state as a specific type of political system characterized by a
centralized bureaucracy and dominant control of the mechanisms of force by the central
authority.33 He further emphasizes that the difference between chieftaincies and states lies
in the state's abihity to counter forces of political fission.34 The central element in Morton H.
Fried's conception of the state 15 social stratification based on differential access of
members of a society to basic productive necessities.?> Fried also makes the useful
distinction between pristine states -- those which emerged from indigenous stimuli, usually
with no more advanced models present -- and secondary states -- which had the model of
already-existing states at hand and whose origins were related to pressures from the
latter.36 Henri J. M. Claessen and Peter Sxalnik, define the early state as "a centralized
socio-political orgamization for the regulation of social relations in a complex, stranfied
society divided 1nto at least two basic strata, or emergent social classc. -- viz. the rulers and
the ruled,” the relations of pohitical dominance and tributary obligations between the rulers
and the ruled being legiimized by a common ideology founded on reciprocity.37

As what is being dealt with is an evolutionary process, often very gradual, it is
difficult to identify the precise point in the continuum of political development where the
transition to statehood takes place. In relation to the early state, the problem of the transition
from pre-statchood to statehood has been addressed in vanous ways. One of these is
Service's delineauon of the period of transition as a distinct evolutionary phase which he
describes as the chiefdom stage, characterized by "centralized direction, hereditary
hierarchical status arrangements with an anstocratic ethos, but no formal, legal apparatus of
forceful repression."38 He acds that the organization of the chiefdom 1s theocratic, the form
of submission to authority being that of a religious congregation to a priest-chief.3¥ An
attempt to calibrate the differences among the early states and to distinguish them from the
mature state comes from Claessen and Skalnik, who speak of three types of early states --

32 bid, p. 15.

33 Ronald Cohen, “State Ongins' A Reappraisal,” p. 69.

34 b, pp. 69-70

35 Morton H. Fried, "The State, the Chicken, and the Egg or, What came First,” m Ongins of
the State The Anthropology of Poliucal Evolution, e¢d. Ronald Cohen and Elman R.
Service, p. 36

36 yhd, p 37 The disunction between pnsunce and sccondary states 1s discussed 1n greater
detail by Fried in his Evolution _of Polhiucal  Socrety  An_ Essay in Polical  Anthropology

(New York Random House, 1967), pp. 231-42.

37 Henri J M Clacssen and Peter Skalnih, "The Early Staie Models and Reality,” m The
Early _ Suate, ed. Henri J M Clacssen and Peter Skalnik, p. 640

38 Service, Ongins _of the State_and Civihzauon' The Process of Culrai Evoluuion, p 16.
39 b
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the inchoate early state, the typical early state, and the transitional early state.* The critena
on the basis of which they make this uistinction are the following the degree of
development of trade and markets (whether these were of local or supra-local importance).
the mode of succession to important functions (whether this was hereditary or through
appoimntment), the evidence of the extent of private ownership of land, the method of
remuneration of functionaries (whether in kind or 1n the form of regular salanes); and the
degree of development of the judicial and taxation systems (the extent to which these were
well-developed and in the hands of specialized functionanies) 4! Claessen and Skalnik claim
that their tnipartite model of the early state is supported by empirical data drawn from a
variety of cultural contexts. The problem, however, 1s not simply one of definiion There 1s
also the question of how to 1denufy the criteria or diagnostic features of statchood or non-
statehood on the basis of the kind of evidence, literary and archaeological, that s avaulable
in relation to ancient pohtical systems This 15 a problem that anses in the case of the
ancient and early medieval polity of Orissa

The uneasiness of the solutions to the problem of defining statchood, even those
that expressly profess to be sensitive to the problem, results in part from the great
variability and variety in the types, organization, and features of the historical states Thus,
the emphasis on centralization that appears in many definitions, may be questioned in the
Indian coniext. Some of the remarks made by Romila Thapar in relation to the typology of
early empires seem to be of relevance for a general understanding of the ecarly Indian
state.4? Thapar questions the traditioral charactenzation of ancient empires as uniform and
highly centralized political structures and suggests that these empires can be best
understood 1n terms of the relations between what she terms the 'metropohitan stace' (the
nucleus of a highly-developed state) and the peripheral territories over which the
metropolitan statc extends 1ts power through congquest She pomnts out that the earhest
empires subsumed a wide range of politico-economic systems (some pre-state ones, others
which had already attamned statchood) with which the metropolitan state maintained a
variety of flexible relationships and over which the nature and extent of 1ts control vanied

Thapar's focus on the heterogeneity within the network of political and cconomic
relationships that characterized early empirss such as the Mauryan appears to be of some
relevance in the understanding the nature of the more modest states (she herself states that

the empire should be seen as a further, more evolvec form of the state), especially the

40Clacssen and Skalmk, "The Early State Moedels and Reahity,” p 641

41 bid, pp 640-41

42 Romila Thapar, "The Statc as Empie,” mn The Study of the Stae, ed. Henn J M Claesen
and Peter Skalnih (The Hague. Mouton, 1981), pp 409-26
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relationship between pre-state tribal societies and the early monarchical states. More
directly, her highhghting of the impact of the hegemony of the metropolitan state on state
development in the peripheral areas isolates what seems to have been one of the important
factors 1n the emergence of monarchical states in peripheral areas such as Onissa.

Sudarshan Senivaratne has used Thapar's concept of the metropolitan state to
reconstruct the process of secondary state formation in Onssa and Andhra.4> Senivaratne
discusses the internal as well as external impetus to secondary state formation in the Indian
subcontinent. The internal developments that occurred pror to the conquest of these areas
by the metropolitan state and made the later transition to statehood possible include the
emergence of an agranan subsistence base, demographic expansion, the development cf
rudimentary craft special.zation and an exchange network, a degree of socia’ differentiation,
and the emergence of spheres of political influence 44 The external impetus was constituted
by the impact of the metropolitan state -- the Mauryan in the case of Kalinga, and the
Sataviahana 1n the case of Andhra. According to Semvaratne, "...during the period of
metropolitan state hegemony the prestate social elites acquired cultural sophisticauon,
legitinuzation of social status, and a familianty with the state apparatus required for a more
efficient control over subjects and resources."45 He points out that it is not surprising that
when the great empires d.sintegrated, the erstwhiie seats of provincial governments
emerged as centres of pohucal power under local ruling groups. 4

The debate on the nature and ongins of the state indicates that state formation and
the stabilization of state structures was a complex process emerging from the convergence
of vanety of factors that differed in various historical and cultural contexts. These processes
cannot be seen simply as pohucal 1n nature; they mnvolved factors operating at various other
levels -- social, economic, religious, ard what may broadly be termed as ‘cultural ' As the
result of the endeavours of scholars such as R. D. Banerji, D. C. Sircar, S. N. Rajaguru,
and K. C. Pamgrahi, we now have the skeleton of a dynastic history of Orissa within the
framework of a relative chronology 47 On the basis of the research conducted to date on the

43 Sudarshan Semvaratne, "Kalnga and Andhra the process of sccondary state formation n
cally India,” in The Study of the State, ed. Claessen and Skalmik, pp. 317-38.

4 bid., p 319

45 i, p 334

46 1hid, p 328

47 The contribution of thesc writers appears m a large number of articles cited in the
bibhography  of this work  Apart  from these articles, reference may be made to the
following works R. D Banerp, History of Onssa® from the earhest times to the Bniush
penod, 2 vols  (Calcutta Prabhast Press, 1930-31); Satyanarayan Rajaguru, ed., Inscriptions
of Onssg, 5 volv: Krshna Chandra Pamsgrahi, History of Ornissa (Hindu  Penod) (Cuttack
Kuab  Mahal, 1981)
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political history of ancient and early medieval Onssa. 1t 1s now possible to address
questions of a different order. There is scope for reconstructing the process of transition
from the stage of the relatively small, unstable chieftaincies and kingdoms to that of the
more ambitious and successful ventures epitonmuzed by the Ganga empire, by focusing on
royal policies, integrative mechamsms and strategies of stabihization.#® In the area and
period that form the focus of this study, roval religious grants appear to have been among

the factors thatcreated networks of integration crucial to state formation and stabihzation.

Kingship and the sacred domain

There are a number of authoritative secondary works on the history, mythology and
iconography of the various Indian religious sects, especially Vaisnava and Saiva 49 In
contrast to South India, where the hymns of the Alvirs and Niyanirs present abundant
source material on the perspectives of Vaisnavism and Satvism, the reconstruction of the
early history of sectarianism in Orissa is confounded by the lack of literary sources and 1s
based almost entirely on epigraphical and architectural sources 3V Unul the twelfth centuty
C.E., judging from the predonminance of Saiva temples, Orissa was a predonmunantly Smiva
region Then, 1n the twelfth century CE, the worship of the deity Purusouama (later
known as Jagannatha) was raised to the status of an impenal cult with the construction of
the Purusottama temple at Pun by the Ganga monarch Anantavarman Codaganga In 1230
C.E, Anangabhima Ill dedicated his empire to Purusottama, descnibing himself as the
deputy and son of the god These events can be viewed as part of the process of the

consolidation of the Canga imperium, especially as the rapidly growing power of the Delhn

48 These are questions that have been put forward for the first ume n relaion 10 Onissa by
Hermann  Kulke, to whose wrungs 1 am indebted  Sce for instance, Kulke, “Fragmentation
and Scgmentauen  Versus Integraton”  Reflections on the Concepts of Indian Feudahsm and
the Segmentary State m Indian History,” "Early Stte Formation and Royal Legiumation
Late Ancient  Orissa,”  “Royal  Temple Policy and  the Structure  of  Medieval  Hindu
Kingdoms '

49 See, for mstance, J. N Banerjea, Paurdnic _and  Tanic  Religion (carly phase)  (Calcutia
University of Calcutta, 1966), R G Bhandarkar, Vaisnavism, Sawvism _and  mmor _rehgious
systems,  reprint ed  (Varanasi  Indological Book House, 1965), Fred W Clothey and J
Bruce Longs, eds, Eapenicoung  Swva  Encounters with a Hindu_ Deity  (Columbiy, Mo |
South Asia Books, 1983), J Conda, Visnwsm  and _ Snasm A Companson  (London

University of London, The Athlone Press, 1970), Norman locl Cutler, Songs ol Expenence

The Pocucs _of Tamil Devouon (Bloomington  Indiana  Unmiversity  Press, 1986)  Fnedhelm

Hardy, Viraha-Bhahti  The Early History of Krsna Devouon o South India  (Deltn Oxtord

University  Press,  1983),  Suvira  Jawswal, The_ Orygin and - Development. of  Varsnavism
Vaisnavism__from 200 BC w0 500 AD, 2d rev and enl  ed. (New Delhr Munshiram

Manoharlal,  1981)

50 Sce, for mstance Satyendranath Patnaih, Brahmanical Religion i Ancient  Orissa (New

Delbis Ashish Publishing House,  1987)
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Sultanate came to be recognized as a threat to the existence of that imperial structure. The
cult of Jagannitha and the interface of religion and politics that it refiects has long attracted
the attention of scholars Accordingly, there are a number of studies on this cult, including

the recent work, The Cult of Jagannath and the Regional Tradition of Onssa, representing

the joint research of Heidelberg and Utkala Umiversities.5! The relationship of kingship
with the religious domain in the pre-twelfth century period, is, however, less well-
understood

The study of ancient Indian kingship has traditionally been based on literary
sources. There 1s an abundance of sccondary hiterature on 1ssues such as the ongins and
nature of Indian kingship.52 The 1ssue of the relationship between kingship and the sacred
domain has often focused on or assumed the divinity of the Indian king, The brahmanical
tradition does not, in fact, reveal a consistent theory of kingship, and the quesuons of the
divinity of the king and the nature and basis of his authority are a problem that brahmanical
literary tradition certainly grapples with but does not resolve. On the one hand, there 1s the
frequent comparison between king and deity, the statement 1n Manu 7. 4-5 that the king

was created from the particles of Indra, the Wind god, Yama, the Sun, Agni, Varuna, the
Moon, and Kubera,?? on the other, there is «he statement found mn the Mahabharata

(Anu$asana Parva 61 32-33), which gives the remorseless recorumendation that a wicked
king should be killed as 1if he were a mad dog  According to Kane, these dramatically
different sorts of statements were simply delivered from two different points of view and
were addressed to two different audiences' the statements emphasizing the power and
preeminence of the king were made by the smrtikaras in the nterests of mawintaing peace
and order and were addressed to the subjects of the king, while the denunciation of wicked

kings was to guard against the very real possibility of the abuse of the power entrusted to

S Anncharlott Eschmann,  Hermann  Kulke  and Gaya Charan Tripathi eds, The Cult of
Jagannath and the Regional Tradinon _of Onssa, South Asia Insutute, New Delln Branch,
Herdelberg  Umiversity,  South Acian Studies, no 8 (New Delhi  Manohar  Publications,
1978)
52 See, for nstance, Pandurang Vaman Kane, History of Dharmadistra  (Ancient and
Medieval _Religious _and  Civil Law), 5 vols (Poona. Bhandarkar Onental  Insutute,  1930-
62, 2d ecd, 1968-77), vol 3, 2d ed (1973), pp. 1-103;J Gonda, Ancient Indian _ Kingship
from__the Rebgious Pommt of View  (Leiden: E ] Bnll, 1969), Lows Dumont, "The
Conception of  Kingship i Ancient India,” Contnbuuons  to  Indian _ Sociology 6 (December
1962) 48-77. J C. Heesterman, "The Conundrum of the King's Authonty,” in Kingship  and
Authority in South Ava, South Asian Publications Series, no 3, ed J F Richards
(Wisconsm  Universty  of  Wisconain-Madison,  1978), pp  1-27

These  dewses appear in later literature as the ‘lokapalas’ or guardians of the universe
Protection s once of the main dutes of the king, and J Gonda points out that in later tests
such as the Roghuvamisa and the Rajatarangini, the epithet ‘lokapala 1s also applied 1o the
hing (Anaent _Indun_ Kingship from _the Rehgious Point_of View, p  30)
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kings, and was addressed to kings and their ministers ¥ Gonda observes that there 1s no
contradiction between the portrayal of the king as a ‘deva’ (god), on the one hand, and the
denunciation of wicked kings and the sanction of regicide under certain conditions, on the
other, because morality is not inherent in the 1dea of the deva, whether god or hing 35
According to him, the different statements on the 1ssue are not reflections of two different
views of kingship but the reflection of the dichotomy between the 1deal and the actual 36
Robert Lingat voices the somewhat similar view that 1t was not the hing but the royal
function that was regarded as divine by the smrukaras 57 He suggests that the emphasis 1n
some texts on the divine ongin and nature of kingship was 1n order to endow the king's
person with respect and glory, and was never presented as the essential reason why the
king should oe obeyed J. C Heesterman, on the other hand, suggests that the
ambivalence of the brahmanical texts on this 1ssue reflects a very real and rtesoluble
problem -- that of ulumate authonty The statements 1n the texts, according to him, do not
add up 1o a coherent and consistent theory of sacral kingship % The fact that 1t 18 the
Brahmana who reigns supreme in the realm of religious values means that "kingship
remains, even theoretically, suspended between sacrality and secularity, divinity and mortal
humanity, legitimate authonty and arbitrary power, dharma and adharma "9
While questions relating to the nature of ancient Indian kingship have usually been
addressed on the basis of evidence from ancient literature, the images of the ancient Indian
king, whether as warrior, protector of his subjects, or mamtainer of the social order, have
also been gleaned from these sources For a historical, diachrome reconstruction of
kingship as an institution subject to vicissiindes and change, the portrayal of kingship as 1t
appears 1n the normative hiterature needs to be supplemented by evidence from a variety of |
other sources, including nscriptions The various elements that constitute the image of the
king 1n ancient and early medieval inscriptions are no doubt related to and drawn from the
stercotypes depicted 1n hterary sources. However, an examunation of royal epithets and the
descrniption of kings 1n the inscriptions has the potential of revealing the changsag nuances
in the 1deology of kingship over the centuries

54 Kane, History _of Dharmasastra, 3. 27
55 Gonda, Ancient Indwn Kingship from the Religious Point of View, pp 33-34

Smrii_18 21 15 an exception, the general Dharmadastra position was that only good kings
were 10 be considered  devas

57 R Lingat, The Classical _Law_of Ind, trans  with addinons by J Duncan M Derren
(Berkeley  University of Calhiforma Press,  1973), p 20K
8 jhud

59} C. Heesierman, "The Conundrum of the King's Authomty,” p 3.
60 jhid
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The details of the royal pratasu (the eulogistic introduction of the royal
inscriptions) often replete with hyperbolic panegyric and genealogies interwoven with
myth, are often dismissed by historians as not constituting evidence worthy of perusal. In a
departure from this tradiion, Nicholas Dirks has used epigraphic evidence to trace the
history of kingship in South India from the first and early second centunes B.CE to the
tenth century and has catalogued a shift from yajia (sacrifice) to dana (ntual giving) as the
pimary constitutive ritwal of early South Indian kingdoms.®! Dirks draws on A. M
Hocart's 1deas on kingship, partcularly his view of political systems in terms of ntual
systems and his 1dea of incorporauve’ kingship '02 George W Spencer's analysis of the
themes and variations in Cola fictive genealogies emphasizes the importance of the role of
these genealogies in pohitical validation "A royal genealogy 15 an assertion of the King's
status pride couched 1n the idiom of kingsinp [t 1s an idealized view of the king as a larger-
than-hite figure. descended from gods and heroes But more than that, 1t 1s an 1deological
construct, a statement about the nature of the world and the place of kingship wn 1t "63

A reconstruction of the various elements that comprised the 1dealized image of
kingship as it appears 1n the inscriptions of ancient and early medieval Orissa 15 one of the
undertakings of this study The focus 15 on the religious elements with which kings sought
to adenufy duning the period 300-1147 C.E. espeically on the sectarian affihiations of
kings. Apart from an exammation of the royal pradast, this study also examines the details
of royal grants to rehgious establishments, in order to elucidate the relauonship between
roval patronage and temple establishments, a relatonship that has often been assumed
rather than demonstiated. The reconstruction of this relationship 1s important not only for
the histoy of kingship. but also for the history of sectananism 1n Onssa, particularly the
shitt from Savism to Vaispavism  for informauon on the patrons and leaders of
sectarianism, and for the reconstruction of the mechanisms of disseminauon of sectarian
ideas, which may have played an important culturally integrauve role in ancient and early

medieval India

61 Nicholas B Dirks. "Poliucal Authonity and Structural Change in Early South Indian
History,” TFSHR 13, no 2 (Apnl-June 1976) 125-57

62 rwe can  thus disungush  between  two  types of kings: kings who nclude i therr
dmamty  the divimues of therr chieftains, and kmings who are one ndivisible and only god,
and whose chicttans conscquently cannot be different gods, but only dimmer reflecuons of
the <ame god as thewr liege  These monotheisuc kings belong to the ethical ntes, for
monothetsm,  centralivation, and  moralizauon go very much together” (A M. Hocart, Kings
and _Councillors  An _Essay i the Comparauve  Anatomy of Human _Sociely, 1st pubhished
Cairo Pnining Oftice Paul Barbey, 1936, new ed and with an  Introducton by Rodney
Needham. Chicago and London  Umiversity of Chicago Press, 1970, p 89)

6% George W Spencer, "Hers Apparent  Ficuon and function i Chola mythical
gencalogies,”  IESHR 21, no 4 (1984) 416
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The Brahmana n ancient normative literatute; modern studies of the Brihmana

Sanskrit normative literature 1s replete with the exaltation of the social preeminence
of the Brahmana The ideal Brahmana 1s descnbed in the Dharmasistras as embody ing the
virtues of learning and personal excellence and leading a hife of poverty and simplicity.
According to Manu 4 2-3, a Braihmana should. except in ime of distress, pursuc one of the
various prescribed means of subsistence that cause minimal pain to others, and he should
accumulate onlv that amount which he requires for bare subsistence According to Manu 4
6-7, of the Brahmana householder who possesses enough to fill a granary. he who
possesses enough to fill a grain-jar, he who collects enough for three days, and he who has
enough to provide only for the next day, each later-mentioned one is more distnguished
than his predecessor The Brahmana is enjoined not to attach himself to sensual pleasures
and to strive towards contentment and self-control (Manu 4. 12, 16). He 1s exhorted 10
perform the nites prescribed in the Veda and to avoid all means of subsistence that interfere
in the study of the Veda (Manu 4. 14, 17). He 1s instructed (Manu 3 67-72) to dihgently
perform the five great sacnifices. brahmayajfia. which consists in the study ard teaching of

the Veda: pitryajiia or caru. which consists in offerings to the ancestors, darvayajna or
agnihotra, which consists m making offerings to the fire. bali or bhuitayajna which consists
in the making of oblations to all beings, and manusyayajia (also known as auth) which
consists 1 honouring guests % Manu (4 11) exhorts the Brihmana to hve a pure.
straightforward life and never for the sake of subsistence follow the ways of the world.

The Dharmasdastras lay down the six duties of the Brihmana as consisting in yajena
(performing sacrifices), yajana (performing sacrifices for others), adhyayana (study),
adhyapana (teaching). dana (offening gifts), and pratgraha (accepting gifts). Three of these

duties -- sacrificing, study, and offering gifts -- are shared by the Brihmanas with the other

6 On the pafica-mahdyajiias, sce Kane, History of Dharmadistra 2, pt. 2 698-99 References
1o the paiica-mahayajfias occur in later Vedic lerature, eg mn Satapatha Brahmana 11 5§ 6
1 and the Taituriva  Aranyaka 2 10 and in the Dharmasastras (Kane, ibid, p 697-98; The
householder did not nced the mmistrauon of an offictaung priest i order 1o perform  the
pafica-mahayajas, the aim of the performance of the.e rntes was not the attnment  of
personal matertal or spntwal goals but the discharging of one's debt to the gods, the
ancestors, the ancient sages, and to all  bcings (Kanc, thd, p 697) Some of the
Dharmasastras came to give the raison d¢tre of the pafca-mahdyayias as the atonement for the
mjury that 1s caused to human Ife in the hearth, gnnding mill, broomsuck, winnowing
basket and such houschold 1iuems, mortar and pestle, and  water-jar  (Kane, ihid . p  69%)
Kanc cites Manu 3 68-71, Visnu _Dharma_ Sutra 59 19-20, Sankhyayana  Grhya Sutra 5 1-2,
and Matsya Purdna 52 15-16 m this regard
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two twice-born varnas, the Ksatriyas and Vaisyas.®5 It may be pointed out, however, that

even though the acceptance of gifts was regarded as one of the activities appropriate to the
Brahmana, and even though the normauve texts eulogize the giving of gifts to Brahmanas,
at the same “me the texts are replete with numerous restricuions and prescriptions
concerning the appropriateness or otherwise of the donor, of the recipient, and of the gift
wself In fact, the 1deal Brahmana 1s one who does not accept any kind of gift (Satapatha
Brahmana 13. 4. 3. 14).66

The normative texts emphasize the importance of the purohita (chaplain; literally,
‘one who 1s placed mn front') to the king The king needs the purohita to officiate at his
sacrifice; the gods do not accept the offerings of a king who does not hava a purohita
(Antareya Brihmana 8. 24). But the purohita was more than an officiant 1n the sacrifice; he

was depicted as the counsellor of the king, as an important complement to roval authority.
The relationship between purohita and king is described in the ancient texts as that between
sky and earth (Rg Veda 10. 61, Tauttiriya Sarhhitd 5. 1. 5. 8).¢7 Later, the food and gifts of
the king are said to take away the Brahmana's lustre (Manu 4. 218; Mahabharata 13. 35.
23).68 According to the Y ajiavalkya Smrui 1. 213, the Brahmana who, aithough entitled to,
did not accept a gift, attains to the highest world.®> Manu 4. 186 declares that a Brahmana
should not frequently resort to accepting gifts as the acceptance of gifts results in the loss of

the Brahmana's spiritual power.70
In the Rg Veda, Brahmanas appear as priests officiating 1n the sacrifice, as rsis
(seers), as reciters of hymns 7! The Dharmasastras bear testimony to the great variety of

65 According t0 J C. Heesterman, the significance of this 1s that ".. only the brahmin 1s

complete and mdependent i that he alone encompasses both sides of the relauonships
mvolved” ("Brahmin, Ruual and Renouncer,” in J. C  Heesterman, The Inner Confhict of
Tradiion  Essays _in_Indian Ruual, Kingship. and Society, Chicago and London. Umversity
of Chicago Press, 1985, p 214, n 89)

66 The emphasis n post-Vedic umes on the non-acceptance of gifts on the part of Brahmanas
may possibly be seen as a consequence of the influence of the heterodox religions.

67 Ananda K Coomaraswamy argucs that the mamiage formula "1 am That, thou art This, I
am Sky, thou ant Earth,” addressed, according to Amareya  Briahmana 8. 27, by the purohita
to the hing, was in fact spoken by the king to the purohita, as 1t 1s the king who 1s
undoubtedly the femmine partner i this “"marmage” between the sacerdotum (brahma) and
regnum  (hsatra) According 10 Coomaraswamy, “"the whole of Indian poliucal theory 1s
imphied and subsumed” in these words (Ananda K Coomaraswamy, Spiritual Auihonty and
Temporal Power in_the Indian Theory of Government, New Haven, Connecticut: Amencan
Onental Society, 1942; 1st Indian ed., New Declthi, Munshiram Manoharial, 1978, p. 1).

68 Cied by Hecsterman, "Brahmun, Ritual and Renouncer,” pp. 37-38.

8 Cued by Kane, History of Dharmasastra. 2, pt 1: 113,

0 Cited by Kane, iid.

7' While the terms Brahmana and Ksainya occur frequently in the early paris of the Rg
Veda, the ongins of the four-fold vama classificaion he i the laier Vedic age. The earliest
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vocations followed by Brahmanas in the subsequent period, and suggest that many of them
fell short of Brahmana ideals. Manu (3 150-165) includes the following among those who

should not be invited to a sraddha.”? Brahmanas who are thieves. outcastes, eunucis, or

atheists; temple-priests. paid servants of a village or a king. those who do not maintain the
sacred fire: those who neglect the five great sacritices: those who teach for a supulated fee
and are taught on that condition. those who mstruct Siidra pupils and those who are taught
by a Siidra. those who subsist by astrology. those who constantly ask for favours, and
those who live by tending caule or by agnculture 7 Awn (verses 373-83) classifies
Brahmanas into ten categories which include Ksatra-Brahmanas (warrior-Brahmanas),
VaiSya-Brahmanas (Brahmanas who pursue vocations appropriate to VaiSyas, viz
agriculture, animal rearing, and trade), and Sidra Brahmanas (Brahmanas whosell lac, salt,
dyes. milk, ghee, noney, and meat).”¥ Needless to say, Brahmanas of this sort were not
regarded with much favour by the law-givers.

Vocation, thus, formed an important basis of differentiation within the Brahmana
class. Another basis was that of regional status. This was related to the defimtion
brahmanical literature of what constituted Aryavarta, land of the Aryas. According to Manu
(2. 21), Aryavarta included all of northern India bounded by the Vindhyas in the south and
the ocean in the east and west. In the opinion of the Baudhdvana Dharmasutra (1. 1, 2. 6)

and the Vasistha Dharmasitra (1. 12), however, Aryavarta meant only the Gangeuc doab

According 10 the former text, the eastern peoples such as the Pundras, Vangas, and
Kalingas were of ‘mixed onigin' (sarhkirna-yonayah); to venture 1nto their territory was an
act which merited the performance of expiatory sacrifices such as the Punastoma or the
Sarvaprstha (Baudh@yana Dharmasutra 1. 1. 29). The attitude towards the eastern regions,
where Aryanization made its impact after 1t had spread over northern India, had s
reflection in the regional status of Brihmanas. According to the Matsya Purdna (16. 16),
Brahmanas who hived in the Mleccha countries, in TriSanku, Barbara, Odra, Andhra,

reference to this classificaon occurs 1n the Purusasikiz which occurs i Book 10 (10. 90) of
the Rg Veda, this book 1s regarded as a later interpolavon It may be noted that the
Purusasikia docs not mention the term varna, and refers to the ongins of the Brahmana,
Rajanya (the term Ksamnya 1s not used), Vaisya, and Sidra.

72 The &raddha ts "..a cercmony i honour and for the benefit of dead relauves observed
with great stnctness at various fixed periods and on occasions of rejoicng as  well as
mourming by the surviving relatves.. " (Mon. Will, p 1097).

By may be noted that while some of these categones refer to Brahmanas i particular,
others seem 1o apply to members of the twice-born vamas (Brahmana, Ksatnya, and Vailya)
mn  general.

74 Cited by Kanc, History of Dharmasastra, 2, pt. 1. 130-31.
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Takka, Dravida, and Konkana. were not to be invited to §raddhas.” In general, the

Brahmanas of the north were considered supenor to those who belonged to the east and to
other parts of the subcontinent

The normative texts themselves indicate the divergence between the ideal of the
Brahmana and the reality of the situation. One of the means whereby these texts came to
terms with this divergence was through the idea of Apad-dharma (duties in distress). Thus,
Manu 10 116 enumerates ten means whereby a Brahmapa may maintain himself in times
of distress. learning, arts and crafts, work for wages, the service of others, rearing cattle,
trade, agriculture, contentment with little, alims, and usury.

One of the major hranches of modern scholarship on the subject of the Brahmanas
has focused on the relationship between king and Brahmana c« reflected in the relationship
in Vedic literature, especially the Brahmana texts, between bra. ma (the spiritual principle)
and ksatra (the principle of secular power), and between Mitra and Varuna, the two gods
personifying these principles.’® There are instances in these texts where the emphasis is on
the mutual dependence of brahma and ksatra (as, for instance, 1n Aitareya Brahmana 2. 33).

The aspect of polarity and complementarity in the relationship of Mitra and Varuna is
reflected in Taituriya Brahmana 1.7. 10. 1, which speaks of the relationship between the

two as that of day to night. of light to darkness. Then again, it is the distinction between
brahma and ksatra that is emphasized, almost to the point of opposition in $atapatha
Brahmana 3. 2. 4. 18, where it is said that that which pertains to Mitra does not pertain to
Varuna, and Satpatha Brahmana 13. 1. 5. 2. 3, which states that the ksatra takes no delight

in the brahma, not does the brahmavarcasa (vigour or splendour of brahma) delight in the
ksatra. Pancavims$a Brahmana 12.2. 9, descnibes brahma as the womb from which ksatra

springs. And several passages in Vedic literature, such as Taittiriya Samhita 1. 6. 16 and

Satapatha_Brahmana 5. 4. 4. 9-13 assert the supenority of brahma to ksatra, and the

superiority of Brahmana to king.”” The Vedic texts, thus, emphasize the complex, many-
faceted nature of the relationship between brahma and ksatra.

Louis Dumont speaks of the "necessary solidarity, disunction, and hierarchy" of the
two spheres of brahma and ksatra.”® He asserts that the relationship between priest and

75 Cued by Kane, History of _Dharmasistra, 2, pt. 1: 103.

76 Sce, for mstance, Lows Dumont, "The Conception of Kingship i Ancient India;"
Georges Duméul, Mitra-Varuna: An_ Essay on_ Two  Indo-Euwropean  Representations  of
Soveraignty, _ trans. Derck Coltman (New York: Zoen Books, 1988); Ananda K.
Coomaraswamy, Spintual  Authonty  and  Temporal Power m  the Indian  Theory of
Govemment

77 The references cited here are drawn from Coomaraswamy, i,

78 Dumont, "The Concepuon of Kmngship i Ancient India,” p. 0.
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king was one of "mutual but asymmetrical dependence;" the Brihmana, while spintually
p I \

superior, was materially dependent on the king; the king, while materially superior, was
spiritually inferior to the Brahmana.” Dumont also argues for the emergence n India of a
relatively "secularized" kingship. He speaks of "the separation within the religious universe
of a sphere or realm which is opposed to the religious, and roughly corzesponds to what
we call political."80 - This is the realm of force as distinct from that of values or norms,
that of artha as distinct from dharma.

Some of Dumont's postulates have been questioned by J. C. Heesteriman, who
points out that the translation of the term Brihmana as 'priest may be misleading 81
Heesterman highlights the complicated nature of the Brahmana's priesthood and the
contradiction involved in the relationship between king and Brahmana. This contradiction,
with which the Vedic ritual texts and the Dharmasastras often struggle but do not resolve,
arose from the fact that the Brahmana priest's dependence on his patron, his acceptance of
food and gifts from the latter, impaired his status and purity 82 Heesterman argues that the
social preeminence of the Brahmana was, in fact, not founded on his pricsthood, buton his
representing the values of renunciation. 83

Apart from the discussions of the relationship between king and Brahmana as
reflected in the normative literature, modern studies on the Brahmanas have also taken the
form of ethnographic accounts, studies of brahmanical institutions, and more descriptive
studies based on an analysis of the empirical evidence provided by ancient nterature and/or
epigraphic sources Among the ethnographic studies which nclude a discussion of the
Brahmuanas are those by H. H. Risley, Nripendra Kumar Dutt, Edgar Thurston, W. Crooke,
and Jogendra Nath Bhattacharya.$ While such studies throw light on the more recent

9 1bid., pp. S1-52

80 1bid, p. 55

81 J. C. Heesterman, "Pnesthood and the Brahmana,” in T. N. Madan ¢t al, "On the Nature
of Caste m Indar A Review Sympossum on Louss Dumornt's Homo Hierarchicus,”
Contributions to Indian__ Sociology, N.S, no 5 (December 1971) p. 43 It may be added that
Dumont is not alone in translating 'Brdhmana' as 'pricst’

82 ibid., p. 45.

83 Heesierman, "Brahmin, Ritual and Rcnouncer, pp. 26-44.

8 H. H Risley, The. Tnbes and  Castes of Bengal, 2 vols. (Ist ed, Calcuua Bengal
Secretanial  Press, 1891; repnnt  ed, Caluta Firma Mukhopadhyay, 1981), Nripendra
Kumar Dutt, Orngmn and Growth of Castc i India, 2 vols (London. Kegan Pau', Trench,
Trubner and Ceo, Lid, 1931; Calcuta Firma K L. Mukhopadhyay, 1965), Edgar Thurston,
assisted by K. Rangachari, Castes and Tribes of Southern India, 7 vols (Madras  Government
Press, 1909), W. Crooke, The Trbes and  Castes of the (sic) North  Western _India, 4 vols
(originally published under the wutle of The Tnbes and  Castes  of the North Western
Provinces _and _ Oudh, Calcutta, 1896, repnnt ed, Delhi Cosmo  Publhicauons, 1974),
Jogendra Nath Bhattacharya, Hindu Castes_and Sccts  An_expositon _of the orngm of _the
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history of the social organization and customs of the Brahmanas, they are not always of
direct relevance to an understanding of the history of the Brahmanas in ancient and early
medieval India. Studies of brahmanical 1nstitutions such as gotra, carana, and §akha are of
greater relevance 1n understanding the basis of brahmanical social organization in the earlier
periods. Among them are the writings of Ghurye, Karandikar, Brough, Kosambi, and
Kane®S Apart from being few in number, these studies do not, however, provide an
exhaustive account, and many aspects of the history of institutions such as gotra, pravara,
carana, and $akha remain to be investigated

Studies of the history of the Brahmanas drawing on evidence from literature and
inscnptions are rather few. Among them is Govind Prasad Upadhyay's study of the history
of the Brahmana class between 200 B.C.E and 500 C.E.. which attempts to place the details
within the broader dynamics of social, political, and religious history 8¢ Citrarekha Gupta's
study of the Brahmanas highlights the diversity within the Brihmana class as it emerges
from epigraphic sources of north India®7 Puspa Niyogi's book based on epigraphic
evidence on the Braihmanas of Bengal gives a more meticulous presentation of details from
a specific region.®8 Swan Datta's study of the migrant Brahmanas of northern India gives a
careful presentation of the details of the social organization and economic life of these
Brahmanas as revealed in inscriptions, as well as attempting to delineate the reasons for
brahmanical migraton8¥ Apart from these works which deal specifically with the
Brahmanas, a body of useful data concerning the emergence of Brahmanas as a landed

Hindu _castc _system and the bearing of the sects towards each other and towards other
rehigious  systems (1st ed.,, Calcutta, 1896, repnint ed., Calcuita: Editions Indian, 1968).

85 G. S. Ghurye, Two Brahmanical Insitutions_Gotra _and Charana (Bombay: Popular
Prahashan, 1972), § V. Karandikar, Hindu Exogamy (Bombay: Taraporewala Sons & Co.,
1929); John Brough, The Early History of the Gotras, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Socicty
of Great Bruain_and Ircland 1946° 32-45; D. D Kosambi, "On the Ongins of the Brahmin
Gotras," Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Rovyal Asiatic Society, N.S. 26 (1951): 21-80;
Kane, History of Dharmadastra 2, pr. 1: 479-97..

86 Govind Prasad Upadhyay, Brahmanas in_ Ancient India; A study in_the role of the
Brahmana_class from C. 200 B.C. to C. AD, 500 (New Dely Munshiram Manoharlal,
1979).

87 Curarckha Gupta, The Brahmanas of India. A Study Based on _ Inscnptions (Deth::
Sundecp Prakashan, 1983),

88 puspa Niyogi, Brahmanic  Settlements n__ Different  Subdivisions of _ Ancient _ Bengal
(Calcutta S. K. Maitra, on behalf of 'Indian Studies: Past and Present, 1967).

89 Swau Daua (néc Sen Gupta), Migrant Brihmanas in_Northem India: Their Settlement and
General _Impact, ¢ A.D. 475-103¢ (Delhi: Moulal Banarsidass, 1989).
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class has been collected by historians writing on the socio-economic history of early

medieval India %90

Despite the discussion of the Brahmanas in a variety of secondary works such as
those mentioned above, there 1s much that 18 not known about this élite group. There 1s a
need for detailed studies of the history of the Brahmanas of various regions. Epigraphic
evidence has much to offer in this respect. Brahmanas formed the major beneficianes of
royal patronage throughout the ancient and early medieval periods. and a large volume of
inscriptions recording this patronage provide valuable informauon on the Brihmana
benefiaries of royal grants. The study at hand examines the detals regarding these
Brahmanas -- who they were, where they came from, the branches of learning and
activities they specialized in. The attempt 15 also to analyze the bases of Brahmana idenuty
and to catalogue the bases of differentiation within the Brihmana community. This would

provide an important complement to what the normative texts have to say about Brahmanas

Contribution of this study

The inscriptions of ancient and early medieval Onssa offer important sources for
the re-examination of issues such as the relations between king and Brahmana, king and
deity, and secular and sacred authonity -- relations that have traditionally been studied on the
basis of Sanskrit texts such as the Dharmasastras, which are subject to the hmitation
inherent in normaiive hiterature. that is, they lay down precepts that are related to, and often
form a basis of practice. but are not necessarily a direct reflection of the latter This study
re-examines these relations, especially that between politics and religion, 1n the light of the
epigraphic evidence provided by royal grants The analysis of the contents of a large
number of nscriptions covering a chronological span of eight and a half centunies 15
intended to 1eveal patterns that would remain hidden 1n a study with a more restricted
scope. The results of this study have an importance in the larger Indian context for an
understanding of the nature of political systems and processes of historical change in
ancient and early medieval India.

Note on translation, transliteration, and citation

This study is based on a detailed examination of the text of inscriptions, taking
cognizance of variant readings and interpretations. Some of the inscniptions used for this
study have been translated into English by various scholars. While I am ndebted to the

90 The hterare on the subject 1s vast. One of the important works that may be mentioned
this context i1s Ram Sharan Sharma's Indian  Feudahsm: c¢. 300-1200, menton may also be
made to Sharma's Social Changes in Early Medieval India (circa A D 500-1200)
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translations that have been made, the analysis of the inscriptions is based on my own

translations, except where indicated otherwise. In general, where translations are given, 1he
English 1s followed by the Sanskrit in parenthesis. However, in the case of technical terms
and titles, where the English translation is often either inadequate, clumsy or misleading, the
Sansknt onginal has been cited, with the translation or explanation of the term appearing
either in parenthesis or in a foot-note where the term first occurs. Due to the large number
of Sanskrit terms that appear 1n the text of this thesis, these have not been underlined or
italicized.

The orthography of ancient inscriptions displays a great deal of variation, some of
which reflects regional peculiarities. For instance, in the case of the Orissan inscriptions,
there 1s usually a reduplication of the consonant after an 'r," as well as the frequent use of 'b’
for 'v." Orthographic and grammatical errors also occur frequently. For these reasons, and
in the interests of maintaining a certain uniformity 1n the orthography of citations, the
spelling of well-known Sanskrit words, including the names of rulers, has usually been
standardized 1n the course of cutation. All other proper names, including the names of the
beneficianes of the royal grants and place-names, have been given as they occur in the text
of the inscriptions In the case of actual quotations -- usually the longer ones -- from the
text of the inscriptions, the sections have been cited in the style of transliteration adopted in
this study. Following the convention used by most works on Indian epigraphy, proper
names have been capitalized 1n the course of citing Sansknit passages, even when occuring
in the midst of compounds. Titles of secondary works, whether articles or books, appear 1n
their original form, with or without diacritical marks, as the case may be. Diacntical marks
have not been used for modern place names, including nivers. The titles of inscriptions are
usually denved from the name of the king during whose reign they were inscribed and
either from the place where they were found, or, if the find-spot is unknown, from the
name of the village they record the grant of. Diacritical marks for the place-names are used
while citing the inscription only in the latter case. It may also be mentioned that the names
of various authors of secondary works in certain cases display a surprising degree of
orthographical variation, this is the reason why the name of a particular author may be spelt
differently in vanous citations in foot-notes or in the bibliography.

The system of transliteration follows in most respects the conventions laid down in
Fleet's Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, vol. 3 and followed in standard works on Indian
epigraphy. A single hyphen indicates samasa (a compound), a double hyphen indicates
sandhi (euphonic combination); where both samasa and sandhi occur, the single hyphen is
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used.%! Ordinary brackets are used to indicate corrections and doubtful points in the text of
inscriptions; square brackets for damaged or partially illegible letters, or those though
illegible, can be supplied with certainty. Square brackets containing letters or punctuation

marks followed by an asterisk indicate letters or punctuation marks omitted 1in the onginal
text.92

The style of citation follows in general the guidelines laid down in Kate L
Turabian's A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.

91  For instance, ‘'a-cata-bhala-praveSyah; 'yath=dsmabhiw=ayam; ‘'Kahng-adhpau, ‘tasya
putras=tat-pad-anudhyatah.’
92 Fleet, CII 3, Introduction, pp. 193-94.
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Chapter 1
Ancient and Early Medieval Kingdoms of Orissa: the fourth tothe mid-
twelfth _century C.E.

The fourth century C.E. marked the commencement of a sustained process of
political development in Orissa This 1s reflected in the availability of a large volume of
royal inscriptions recording grants of land to Brahmanas and religious institutions of
various denominations. These royal charters form an important source for the
reconstruction of political history, and the phenomenon they record appears to have played
an important integrative 1ole in the formation and stabilization of kingdoms.

This chapter presents a synoptic account of the dynasties of Orissa from the fourth
century C E. to the middle of the twelfth century C.E.. For the purpose of ana'ysis, the data
has been divided according to three rough chronological phases: Period I -- the fourth to the
seventh century; Period II -- the seventh to the tenth century; and Period III -- the tenth to
the mid-twelfth century.! A bnef history of the kings and dynasties of ancient and early
medieval Orissa 1s presented in chronological sequence with particular reference to their
antecedents, the territory under their rule, their political centres, and the titles of political
import assumed by them. Lists of dynastic succession, where these have been reconstructed
by various scholars, have not been given, as they do not form the focus of this study.2
While a detailed administrative history lies beyond the scope of this particular study, the
official designations and titles, fiscal terms, and levels of administrative divisions that
appear in the copper plate grants are enumerated 1n Appendices 11, 111, and IV, as these
provide some data on the degree of complexity of the administrative organization of these
kingdoms. A series of maps included in this chapter indicate the places where the
inscriptions of some of the dynasties of ancient and early medieval Orissa have been found
and the political centres whence they were issued, where identifiable.

1 As menuoned n the Introduction, there is a certain amount of fluidity i this
chronological  scheme

2 On the problems mvolved n the reconstrucuon of a conunuous dynastc history and the
contnved nature of some of the venwures into this field, see Davad P. Hemge, “"Some
Phantom Dynasucs of Early and Medieval Indias Epigraphic Ewvidence and the Abhorrence
of a Vacuum," Bulletin of the School of Orental and Afncan_ Studies, Umiversity of London
38 (1975). 52549

27




Period I: The fourth to the seventh century
Gupta hegemony over Orissa

In the fourth century C. E., ancient Orissa was divided into several small
principalities, some of which were under Gupta domination. The Allahabad pillar
inscription of Samudragupta® includes the following among the kings who suftered
reverses at the hands of this Gupta monarch: Mahendra of Kosala (1 e. Daksina Kosala,
which comprised the modern Raipur, Bilaspur and Sambalpur tracts of Madhya Pradesh
and Orissa), Vyaghraraja of Mahakantara (which may be identified either with the
Jharkhand area of Ganjam and Vishakhapatnam districts or with the Jeypore forest area of
Orissa), Mahendragin of Pistapura (i.e. modern Pithapuram in Godavi.r1 district, Andhra
Pradesh), Svamidatta of Kottura (identified with modern Kothoor in Ganjam district),
Damana of Erandapalla (1dentified with modern Erandapali near Snkakulam, Andhia
Pradesh) and Kubera of Devarastra (dentified with the Yellamanchili tract
Vishakhapatnam district, Andhra Pradesh).# These kings, along with some others, are sad
to have been captured and then released; presumably they were permitted to continue torule
over their principalities with the proviso that they accept Gupta suzerainty. The persistence
of some form of Gupta influence in this area after Samudragupta’s campaign 15 ndicated by
the use of the Gupta era 1in some inscriptions till the mid-seventh century 5

South Orissa

Mahiraja Satrudamana

Between the fourth and the sixth century, one of the early centres of kingdom
formation in ancient Onissa was located in the Vamsadhara and Nagavah river valleys, and
comprised the southern parts of Ganjam district of Orissa, Smkakulam distnict of Andhra
Pradesh, and parts of Vishakhapatnam and East Godavari districts of the latter state. One of
the early kings of this area was maharaja Satrudamana, whose Pedda-Dugam plates, dated

3 Fleet, CII 3: 7, 1. 19-20

4 On the identificauon of these places, sec Dilip Kumar Ganguly, Historical Geography and
Dynastic History of Orissa upto_the nse_of the Impenal  Gangas  (Calcutta  Punthy Pustak,
1975), pp. 156-57

5 Some scholars arguc that the use of the Gupta era does not indicate Gupta rule n Onssa
Sce, for cxample, Nabin Kumar Sahu, Uthal University History of Onssa, 1 (Bhubaneswar
Utkal Unversity, 1964). 433-44.

6 Literally 'great king' Fleet (CH, 3: 10, n 3) pomts out that whic mahiraja was a ulle
mdicating paramount sovercignty 1n the coms of the Indo-Greek kings and the inscnptions
of the Kusana kings Kamsgka, Huvisha, and Vasudeva, from the Gupta perniod onwards it no
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in the ninth regnal year, were 1ssued from Simhapura (identified with modern Singupuram

near Srikakulam’) These plates have been assigned on palaeographic grounds to about the
fifth century. The description of Satrudamana in this inscription as favoured by the feet of
his overlord (bhattaraka-pada-parigrhita)8 suggests that he owed nominal allegience to an
unnamed overlord, perhaps to a Gupta king.

Visakhavarman, the Pitrbhaktas, Ma tharas, and Vasisthas

There is controversy concerning the relationship between certain kings who were
ruling in the south Ganjam-Srikakulam area in about the same period as Satrudamana (ora
little later), specifically concerning whether they constituted one or more dynastic groups.
D. C. Sircar treats Visakhavarman, the Pitrbhaktas, Matharas, and Vasisthas as members of
separate dynastic groups, the latter three perhaps being matrimonially related.? Another
view is that PirrbhaktalY cannot be taken to be a dynastic designation and that we have here
two, not three dynasties, namely the Matharas and the Vasisthas, Visakhavarman and the
so-called Pitrbhaktas being included in the Mathara group.!! A third view 1s that all these
kings belonged to one dynasty 12 Another possibility is that they constituted different
branches of the same family. There is little incontrovertible evidence concerning the origins

of these kings.13 Most of their inscriptions are dated 1n regnal years, and the assigning of

longer had such connotatons Fleet (bid, p. 17, n. 3) has made a convincing argument for
lcaving such techmcal utles and terms untranslated

7 D C. Sircar, "Pedda-Dugam Platcs of Satrudamana, Year 9," EI 31, pt 2 (Apnl 1955) 90

8 In this partcular context, the term ‘bhayaraka' refers to an overlord The epithet 1s also
frcquently applied 1n nscripuons 1o deities

9D C Sircarim R C Majumdar, gen cd.,, The History and Culture of the Indian  Pcople,
11 vols (Bombay Bharauya Vidya Bhavan, 1951-77), vol 3' The Classical Age, pp 212-
14

For a smilar view scc Ganguly, Historical Geography and Dynastic  History of Ornissa, pp
220-28

10 The designaton 'Purbhak@a’ (devoted to the father) is denved from the fact that this
cpithet appears as a legend on the seals of the copper-plate grants of this partcular group of
kings.

11 Sahu, Utkal Unmiversity  History _of Onssa, 1: 468-70, Dhammanarayan Das, The Early
History of Omnssa (Calcutta Punthi Pustak, 1977), pp. 100-105, Pamgrahi, History of Onssa
(Hindu___Peniod), p. 46.

12 Rajaguru, 10, 1, pt 2 68-69 Another proponent of the same view 1s Manmath Nath Das
("Ancient and Medieval Empires and Kingdoms,” .n Sidelights on_the History and Culture
of Onssy, ed M. N Das, Vidyapuri, Cuttack Pitambar Misra, 1977, pp 93-94)

13 B, V. Krshna Rao (“The Mathara or Pirbhakta Kings of Kaliiga; Circa 350 -- circa 430
AD.,"” JAHRS 11, 1937-38. 138) suggests that the use of the matronymic 'Vasisthiputra' by
Saktvarman n the Ragolu plates indicates that he was a descendent of the impenal Andhras
and the Ihyvakus who also uscd matronymics, but at the same tuime admits that this need not
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specific dates on the basis of the evidence as it currently stands, although 1t has been

attempted, appears to be too ambiious Palaeography and historical considerations place
them within the general time-bracket of the fourth and fifth centuries C.E..14

Several among this group of kings claimed sovereignty over Kalinga, which, in this
penod, denoted parts of Ganjam, Srkakulam, Vishakhapatnam, and E. Godavari
districts 15 The 1nscriptions of Visakhavarman, the Pitrbhaktas, Matharas and Vasisthas
reveal the existence of a multiphcity of political centres in Kaliriga during the fourth and
fifth centunies. The Koroshanda plates of mahardja Visakhavarman were issued from
Sripura (identified by Remdas with Sinpuram in Vishakhapatnam district and by Rajaguru
with Batiya-Sinpura, within a mile from the findspot Koroshanda in Ganjam district!6).

The inscriptions of the Pitrbhaktas have been found in Ganjam and Srikakulam
districts They were 1ssued variously from Sunagara, Varddhamanapura (identified with
Vadama 1n the Palkonda taluk!7), Sirmhapura (identified with Singupuram in Srikakulam
district!8), and Sarapallr (identfied with Saripalle in Vishakhapatnam district!?). The title
mahirdja n the Baranga, Tekkali, and Dhavalapeta plates of Umavarman 1s supplemented
with  Kaling-adhipat (lord of Kahinga) in the Brhatprostha and Temburu plates (dated

respectively in Umavarman'’s thirtieth and fortieth regnal years) 20 The use of ths title is

nceeesanly have been so § C Behela ("Ongin of the Mathara Dynasty of Kalinga,” OHRIJ
7, no 2, 1964 57-58) cues a legend that occurs i the Chinese version of the Dharma-
pilaka-midina-sitra, descnibed by Sylvam Lévi in the Joumnal Asiauque,  July-December,
1896° 444-84, and suggests that the Mathara kings of Onssa may have been descendents of a
minister of Kaniska named Mithara D C. Swircar in R C Majumdar, gen ed, The Classical
Age, p. 212) has suggested that the name of the Pitrbhakta king Nandaprabhafijanavarman
may suggest that he was related to the Nanda family All these suggestions remam highly
speculative. It may be noled that Mathara 1s the name of a gotra (GPM, pp 154, 163), and
the Mathara kings may have been so-called because of therr gotra affihaton  This may
suggest that they  were  Brihmanas, although the use of gotras by non-Brihmanas 15 not
unknown (sce chapter HI on this)

¥ There 1 a reference 1n the Kudopali plates of the Somavarnéi king Mahabhavagupta 11 to
a later Mathara king named Puija who was a feudatory of the Somavamiis (F Kielhorn,
"Kudopali Plates of the Time of Maha-Bhavagupta 11" El 4, 1896-97. 258, li. 7-9); his
rclationship with  the carly Matharas 1s not clear.

15 Ganguly, Histoncal _Geography _and Dynastic History of Onssa, p 9.

16 G Ramdas, "Koroshanda Copper-Platcs of Visakhavarman,” EI 21 (1931-32): 24;
Rajaguru, 10, i, pt 2' 3.

17 ¢ R. Knshnamacharlu, ARSIE 1934.35, pt. 2, para 2.

18 E Hulusch, "Brhatproshtha Grant of Umavarman,” EI 12 (1913-14) 4

19 v Venkataramayya, "Tehhali Plates of Maharaja Umavarman; Year 9," EI 28 (1949-50):
301.

20 The geographical  connotations  of Kalinga were different n  different  periods. The
Kahingas were an ancient tnbe of Onssa, mentioned in the Mahabharata, and the Puranas
Under  the Mauryas and  Cedis, Kalinga appears 1o have included the modern Pun and
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continued in the Bobbili and Komarti plates of Candavarman, and in the amplified form of
sakala-Kaling-adhipati (lord of all Kalinga) in the Chicacole and Buaranga plates of
Nandaprabhafijanavarman.

The provenance of the inscriptions of the Mathara kings 1s south Ganjam and
Srikakulam districts. The places whence the inscriptions of these kings were 1ssued are
Pistapura (identified with Pithapuram in Godavari district?!), Simmhapura (identified with
Singupuram?2), and Vijayapura. All the Mathara kings -- Saktivarman,
Prabhafijanavarman, and Anantasaktivarman -- claimed the titles of maharija and Kahng-
adhipati (sakala-Kaling-adhipati in the case of Prabhanjanavarman). The Ragolu plates of
Saktivarman are noteworthy for the use of the matronymic Vasisthiputra as an epithet of
this king.23 The Ningondi plates of Prabhafijanvarman describe him as the son of
Saktivarman, who, it is claimed, ruled over the area between the Krishna and the Mahanad
rivers.

The two 1nscriptions of Anantavarman, found in Srikakulam and Vishakhapatnam
districts, refer him to the Vasistha family (kula), endow him with the utle ot Kahng-
adhipati, and descnibe him as the son of mahardja Gunavarman and the grandson of
mahardja Prabhafjanavarman The Sinipuram plates were 1ssued from Devapura (which
may be identified either with Devada in Srungavarapukota taluk of Vishakhapatnamdistrict
or with Devadi in Snkakulam taluk n Srikakulam district?4) and the Srungavarapukota

Ganjam areas. In the ecarly hiosioncal penod, the northern boundary of the Kalinga country
were placed by some sources at the Vamaram nver, while the the Godavan or Knishna nivers
secems to havc been considered as constituting its southern boundary The term was used n a
more restricted sense in the scriptons of the penod bewing  consadered  here,  mcluding
within its purview the Ganjam and Smkakulam arca. After the mse 0 power of the Gangas
of Kahnganagara towards thc end of the fifth century, the term Kalinga came o be used
exclusively for the kingdom of these Ganga kings (D C  Sircar, Studies n__the Geography
of Ancient and Medieval Orissa, Delhi Moulal Banasndass, 1971, pp  167-69)

21 E. Huluzsch, "Ragolu Plates of Saktivarman,” EI 12 (1913-14). 2.

22 Sircar, "Pedda-Dugam Plates of Satrudamana, Year 9, p 90

23 According to Brough (GPM, p xv), the matnhncal descent of a gotra name scems

incredible. He cites the casc of Mahaprajapatr Gotami, the step-mother and mother's sister of
the Buddha (who was himself a Gautama), and suggests that m view of the fact that marnage
within the gotra 1s prohibited, the best eaplanation scems to be that Mahaprajdpatt ok the
name 'Gautami’ as a kind of surname on her marmage nto the clan  However, the names of
some Satavahana kings (Gautamiputra Satakarni and his son  Vasisthiputra  Pulumavyy  do
scem 1o indicate the matnithneal descent of gotra namcs

24 G. V. Snnivasa Rao, "Sirtpuram Plates of Anantavarman, Lord of Kalinga,” EI 24 (1937)

50.
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plates from Pistapura (identified with modern Pithapuram in East Godavari district?5). The
Srungavarapukota plates describe Anantavarman's father as Devarastr-adhipati (lord of
Devariastra). Devarastra is referred to in the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta,
and has been idemiiied as including the modern Yellamanchili tract of Vishakhapatnam
district. 26

The early Gangas of Kalinganagara: Indravarman [ - Indravarman IV (inscriptions no. 1-

13)27

The end of the fifth century C. E. saw the rise to power of the eastern Gangas in
south Kalinga. Later references in Korni and Vizagapatnam grants of Anantavarman
Codaganga indicate that the Gangas were migrants from the Karnataka area.28 Almost all of
the earlier grants (nos. 1-40) of the Gangas of Kalinganagara are dated in an era specifically
referred to in some of them as the Ganga or Gangeya era, while the later ones (from the
Mandasa plates of Anantavarman -- no. 45 -- onwards) are generally dated in the Saka era
of 78 C.E..29

There is a great deal of controversy surrounding the initial date of the Ganga era and
hence the begmning of Ganga rule.30 The dates that have been suggested for the
commencement of the Gariga era range from the fourth to the ninth century CE.. Among
the suggested dates placing the beginning of the Ganga era towards the end of the fifth

25 R. C Mapumdar, "Srungavarapukota Plates of Anantavarman, Kmg of Kalinga," EI 23
(1935) 57-58.

26 G Jouvcau-Dubrewsl, Ancient History of the Deccan, trans. V S. Swammnadha Dikshitar
(Pondichery, 1920), p 60.

27 In order to facihtatc the idenuficauon of which paricular king and nscripion 1s being
referred to, the senal numbers of the inscripuons as they appear in the hist of inscripuions in
Appendix 1 arc being cued.

28 'R. Subba Rao ("The History of the Eastem Gangas of Kalinga,” JAHRS 5, pt. 4, 1931:

264-65) disputes the conncction of the Gangas of Kabriganagara and the western Gangas of
Karmataka ~ According to him, the original home of the Kalinganagara Gangas lay in the
north, in the Gangeuc delta, Bengal, and Bihar. According t0 Rajaguru (10, 2: 345), the
ongmal homeland of the Gadgas may have been located in Gumsur taluk in Ganjam  disirict
and the adjoming Phulabam  distnct

29 The cxcepuon s the Andhavaram grant of Indravarman (no. 9), which 1s daed ‘in the
augmenting  years of the Tumburu vam$a. How exactly the reference t0 a hincage known as
Tumburu fi*s with the tistory of the Gangas 1s not clear Ganguly (Historical Geography
and Dynastic _History of Ornissa, p. 237) cites a reference o the Tumburus i Hanvamsa §. 22,

which places them in the Vindhya forest

30 For a comprehensive account of the various views on the Ganga era, sece S. N. Rajaguru,
10, 2° Appendin 1
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century C.E. are 493 C.E.,31 496 C.E. 32 498 C.E.,33 and 496-98 C.E..34 R. C. Majumdar
places the beginning of the Ganga era between 530-560 C.E.3 According to S. N.

Rajaguru, the Ganga era began in 626-27 C.E.3¢ The divergent hypotheses that have been
put forward depend to a large extent on calculations based on the details of the dates and
astronomical conjuncuons recorded in some of the Ganga inscriptions, as also on where, in
view of what 1s known of the dynastic history of Orissa, the beginning of Ganga rule best
fits. Two inscripuons of particular importance for the calculation of the initial date of the
Ganga era are the Simhipura plates (no. 43) and Mandasa plates (no. 45) of the Kadamba
ruler Dharmakhedi, son of Bhimakhedi. The former is dated in the year 520 of the Ganga
era and belongs to the reign of Devendravarman, son of Anantavarman, while the latter
appears to be dated in Saka 91737 in the reign of Anantavarman. The evidence r{ these two
inscriptions seems to place the beginning of the Ganga era towards the end of the fifth
century CE..

As the rule of the Ganga kings extended from about the end of the fifth century
down to the fifteenth century, their inscriptions have been divided for the purposes of this
study into three groups:

1. the Jirjingi plates (no. 1) of Indravarman I dated in the year 39 ( of the Gariga
era) to the Tekkali plates (no. 13) of Indravarman (Il or IV) dated in the year 154 (of the
Ganga era)

2. the Chicacole plates (no. 14) of Devendravarman dated in year 183 (of the Ganga
era) to the undated Chicacole plates (no. 40) of Anantavarman

3. the undated Andhavaram plates (no. 41) of Vajrahasta Il to the Bhubaneswar
inscription (no. 77) of Pramadi's son, Codaganga, dated in Saka 1067

These three groups of inscriptons correspond roughly to the following time-
brackets: (1) the sixth to the mid-seventh century; (2) the late seventh to the late ninth or

31 R. Subba Rao, "The Ganga Era,” JAHRS 5, pt. 3 (January 1931): 200-04.

R Jogendra Chandra Ghosh, "The Immal Date of the Gangeya Era,” IA 61(1932): 237-38.
33 V. V. Mirashi, "Epoch of the Ganga Era,” EI 26 (194142) 326-36.

34 D. C. Sircar, Indian ___Epigraphy (Delhi Motlal Banarsidass, 1965), p. 291.

35 R. C. Majumdar, "Madagrama Grant of Devendravarman and Bhimakhed:,” EI 31 (1955-
56). 47,

36 S. N Rajaguru, History of the Gaiigas, 2 pts. (Bhubaneswar: Supenntendent, State
Museum, Orissa, 1968-72), pt 1 (1968). 23

37 1t should be noted, however, that there is somc disagreement among scholars concerning
the rcading of this date.
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tenth century; (3) the late tenth to the mid-twelfth century. The third group of kings are
often referred to as the imperial Gangas.38

Indravarman (I) appears to have been the first king of the eastern Ganga hine and the
founder of the Ganga era. The copper plate grants of the early Ganga kings (of mnscriptions
no. 1-13) have been found mainly 1n south Ganjam distnct of Orissa and Srikakulam and
Vishakhapatnam districts of Andhra Pradesh. Two of the thirteen grants (nos 1, 12) of the
kings of this group were issued from Dantapura, 39 one (no. 2) from Saumyavana, and the
rest from Kalinganagara (identified with modern Mukhalingam??). These early Ganga
kings assumed the title of maharaja and most of them claim to have acquired the

overlordship of all of Kalinga by the quivering edge of their own sword; Indravarman I (in

38 The status of the kings of nscriptons no. 41-45 -- Vajrahasta (II), Devendravarman, and
Madhu-Kavampavadeva -- wvis-a-vis the Ganga chronology s not certam. D. C. Sirccar ("Note
on Madagrama Grant of Devendravarman and Bhimakheds,” EI 31, 1955-56 54-55) has
questioned  whether  Devendravarman  (of  inscriptions no 43 and  54)  belongs  to the
Kalmganagara branch of the Ganga kings. As for Varahasta 11 and Madhu-Kavamavadeva
(of mnscripuon nos 42 and 44), 1t has been suggested by Smcar n R C Majumdar, gen
ed., The History and Culture of the Indian People, vol 4- The Age ol Impenal Kanauy, 2d
ed., 1964, pp. 143-44)that thcy may be the ancestors of Varahasta HI of the ampenal
Garnga line. This hypothests remains to be conclusively proved  However this assue may
eventually be settled does not  matenally affcet the conclusions  of  this  study, as  the
wnscnptions  of these kings (nos  41-45), fit anto the same bracket of the chronological
framework adopted in this study as do the mmperial Ganga grants It should also be noted
that Devendravarman of inscripuons no. 59 and 60 1s another problem, as tt s not clear how
or where he fits into the Ganga gencalogy.

39 The idenuficauon of Dantapura 1s controversial, It has been  varnously identitied  with
Rajahmundry on the Godavan nver, a place necar Snkakulam, Dantan on the Kasar nver,
Dantapura fort on the southern bank of the Vamsadhara niver (three mules from the Chicacole
Road Station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway), the sute of Dantavaktra fort near Siddhantam,
a placc on the old route from Malud ncar Chilka lake, and Jaganndth Pun Sylvain Léw,
who proposed a location necar Srikakulam, idenuficd Dantapura  wuh  the  'Palourd’  of
Pwolemy's  Geography ("Paloura-Dantapura [A  translaton of a Note by M Sylvain Léwil,”

IA 55, 1926 94-98) Dantapura 1s referred to frequently n Buddhist texts, and according to
Buddhist tradition, was the sitc where the left camine tooth of the Buddha, later taken 1o
Ceylon, was enshnined in a stupa. For a discussion of some of the theories on the
wdentificauon  of Dantapura, sec R. K. Ghoshal, "Jijingi Plates of Ganga Indravarman  the
year 39," El 26 (1939-40) 285-86, Ganguly, Historical Geography and Dynastic _History  of
Onssa, pp. 25-27, Sahu, Utkal Umversity History of Ornissa, 1 87

40 The idenuficavon of Kalinganagara with modern Mukhalingam, about twenty miles
from Parlakimeds, on the left bank of the Vamsadhara nver, was suggested by GV
Ramamurti ("Nadagam Plates of Vajrahasta, Saka-Samvat 979," ElI 4, 1896-97: 187-88)
Ramamurt  refuicd  the idenuficaon  of  Kalinganagara  with  Kalingapatam,  which  was
proposcd by J. F. Fleet ("Sansknt and Old-Kanarcse Inscriptions,” 1A 16, 1887 132, He
suggested that the ancient capital of Kalinga s representied by the  ate covered by
Mukhalingam and the adjacent wvillage of Nagarakatakam, an arca where numerous ancent
remains have been  found.
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no. 1) and S@mantavarman (in no. 2) bear the epithet Trikaling-adhipati (lord of
Trikalinga).4!

Prthivi-maharaja

In the late sixth century, the area around Pistapura in Kalinga seems to have come
under the rule of a king named Prthivi-maharaja, whose inscriptions credit him with the
subduing the whole circle of samantas (subordinate rulers) with his ever-increasing
prowess.42 The find-spot of one of his sets of land grant charters is unknown, while the
second one comes from Parlakimedi. The Tandivada plates of Prthivi-maharaja were issued
from Pistapura (modern Pithapuram?3), while his Parlakimedi plates, issued from Virafija-
nagara (identified with Jajpur in Cuttack district#4) indicate a northward expansicn of his
dominions. The king 1s described in these inscriptions as the son of Vikramendra 2ud the
grandson of mahirdja Ranadurjaya, and is said to belong to the Srirama-kasyapa or Rama-
kagyapa gotra.5 It has been suggested that the predecessors of Prthivi-maharaja may have
been subordinates of the Visnukundins.46

41 The mecaning of the geographical term Trikahinga is controversial. One of the vanous
thcorics put forward 1n this context 1s that i compnsed Kalinga, Kongoda, and Utkala.
Another suggestion 1s that Trkalinga comprised the arca from the Ganga to the Godavari
nvers. According to Sircar in R C Majumdar, gen ed, The Classical Age, p. 215),
references 1in Cdlukyan  inscripuions  suggest  that  Tnkalnga denoted the forested area
beween the kingdom of the later castern Calukyas of Vengt and that of the Gangas of
Kahnganagara, and was probably locaied south of Daksina Kosala, not far from
Mahendragin.  For a summary of the various denuficauons of Tnkahnga, see Ganguly,
Histoncal Geography and_ Dynastic History of Ornissa, pp. 14-17

42 The changing connotauons of the term samanta have been discussed by Lallanp Gopal
("Samanta -~ Its Varying Sigmficance 1 Ancient India,” Joumal of the Royal Asiauc

Socicty of Great Britain _and Ircland, 1963: 21-37). Gopal points that n denvauon, samanta
1s an adjective mecaning ‘neighbouning,’ or ‘bordering’ In the Smrti texts, the tem samania is
uscd to refer to ncighbouring wvillagers. Towards the end of the fifth century C.E., while
conunuing 1o be used n this sense, the term sdmanta also came to be used 1n inscripuons to
dcnote a subordinate ruler.

43 R. S. Panchamuihi, "Tandivada Grant of Prithivi Maharaja: 46th Year," EI 23 (1935): 97
44 Rajaguru, 10, 1, pt. 2. 65

45 While Kalyapa 1s a gotra, ncither Srirama-ka$yapa nor Rama-kaSyapa appear i gotra
lists. (On gotra as a brahmamcal nsutution, see chap. III)

46 Panchamukhi, “"Tandivada Grant of Prithivi-maharajas  46th  Year,” p. 95 N.
Veohataramanayya, "Tandivada Plaies of Prthvi  Mahardja," The Journal of Oriental

Rescarch, Madras S (1935): 191 Durjaya/Ranadurjaya 1s a name that 1s encountered 1n
several mscniptons  belonging  to  the period  between the eleventh and  the  thirteenth
century,  Panchamukhi  ("Tandivada  Gramt  of Pnthivi-maharaja:  46th  Year," pp. 96-97)
suggests that it s hikely that Ranadurjaya belonged w the Cola famuly.
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Charamparaja of the Khandipada Nuapalli plates

An inscription found near Khandipada Nuapalli village in Khallikota taluk in
Ganjam district records an endowment made by $ri Charampardja.4? The plates, assigned

on palaeographic grounds to about the end of the sixth or the beginning of the seventh
century C.E., were issued from Kongoda 48

North and central Orissa
Maharaja Satrubhaiija

A thirteen-line inscription inscribed below an image of Siva found in Asanapat
village in Kendujhar district has been tentatively assigned to the third or fourth century 49
The inscription is one of maharaja Satrubhaiija, the ruler of a kingdom called Vindhyatavi
He is described 1n the prasasti as one born in the Niga family, as the son of maharaa
Minabhaiija and mahadevi Damyanti, and as having the Sapisa (?) gotra. These details
make it difficult to associate Satrubhafija of the Asanapat inscription with any of the lates
groups of Bhaiija kings.

Maharaja Dis§abhaiija

Another inscription from Kendujhar district that may possibly belong to about the
fourth century is the Sitabhinji inscription of maharaja DiSabhanja. The inscripuion 1s
painted below a tempera painting depicting a royal procession, in a rock shelter locally
known as Ravana-chaya. The text is rather brief; only the name of the king can be made
out, a few letters below being undecipherable. The date of this inscription is, however,
controversial. T. N. Ramachandran assigns it and the king it refers to to the fourth century,
whereas according to D. C. Sircar, its palacography 1s not earlier than the eighth or ninth
century.® Sircar suggests that Di§abhaiija of the Sitabhinji inscripuon may have been a
king of the early Bhafija family of Khifijali mandala, perhaps a son of Ranabhanja and an

47 The honorific '$ri 1s frequently prefixed to the names of persons, detties, and places
Depending on  the context, 1t may be translated as 1illustious, glorious, vencrable, sacred,
famous, etc. (sec Fleet, CII, 3: 10, n 4),

48 Kongoda as a geographic term or an adminmstrauve unit (‘Korgoda mandala’) appears 10
have compnisced modem Gamjam and Pun districts and the southern parts of Cuttack district
(Ganguly, Historical Geography and Dynasuc  History of  Onssa, p  46) Kongoda also
appears as the capital of the Sallodbhava kingdom, and 1t 1s 1n this sense of a speafic place
name that 1t appcars 1o have been used in the Khandipada Nuapalll plates

19 Amrudha Das, "Asanapat,’” OHRJ 13, no 2 (July, 1965) 1-8

50 T, N. Ramachandran, "Find of Tempera Pamung i Sibhifip, District Keoiphar, Orissa,”
Artibus __Asiae 14, 12 (1951) 8, D. C. Sircar, "Three Early Medieval Inscripuons,” El 35,
pt. 1 (January 1963): 47-49,
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elder brother of Nettabhafija Kalyanakala$a I (who was probably the last Bhaiija king ruling
from Dhrtipura).5!

Maharajadhiraja Gopacandra
An inscription found in Jayarampur village in Baleshwar district and assigned to the

fifth or sixth century on palaeographic grounds refers itself to the reign of a ruler named
Gopacandra. Dated in the first regnal year of Gopacandra, it records an endowment of a
village, probably in Dandabhukti,52 made by §i mahasamanta maharaja Acyuta, a
feudatory of maharajadhirdja3 §r1 Gopacandra. The latter is is eulogized in the praSasti and
is described as the son of Dhanacandra and Srigiridevi.

The Vigrahas

Epigraphic evidence from north and central Orissa indicates the persistence of some
form of Gupta suzerainty 1n the area after the decline of the Gupta empire in northern India
around the middle of the sixth century. The donor of the Sumandala plates was maharaja
Dharmaraja, a descendent of maharaja Ubhaya, and born of Va(Ba)ppadevi. Dharmaraja is
described as meditating on the feet of, 1.e. as a feudatory of, Prthivivigraha-bhattaraka, the
ruler of Kalinga-rasira, and his inscription is dated in the year 250 when the Gupta rajya
(empire) was sull exising (i. e. 1n 569-70 C.E.).5% Another king who seems to have
belonged to the same family as Prthivivigraha was Lokavigraha, whose Kanas plate, dated

51 Sircar, "Three Early Medieval Inscriptions,” p. 50. Sce also D, C. Sircar, "The Bhafijas of
Khifijah-Mandala,”  1HQ 28, no. 3 (Scpiember 1952): 228.
52 Dandabhukti appears to have compnsed the southern part of Medinipur district of Bengal
and Balcshwar district of Onssa (R C. Majumdar, "Two Copper-Plates of Sa$dnka from
Midnapore,” JRASBL 11, 1945, p 3)
33 Lucrally, ‘supreme king of great kings,’ and a utle of pohucal paramounicy, from the
Gupta perniod onwards, the ttle maharajadhiraja was often accompanied by two other titles -
paramec§vara (supreme lord) and parama-bhaptaraka (one supremely enutled to revercnce)
Sce Fleet, CIL 3 10, n 3, 17, n 3.
54 The mual current year of the Gupta era was 319-20 C.E. (Fleet, CII, 3: 127) The cra
probably marked Candragupta 1I's accesston 10 the throne (Hemachandra Raychaudhur,
Polhiucal History of Ancient_India -- from the accession of Pankshit 10 the Extinction of the
Gupta __ dynasty, 5th ed., rev. and enl. (Calcutta: Umiversity of Calcutta, 1950), p. 530. The
hypothests of Gupta suzcramnty over Onssa 1s contested by some scholars such as A. K. Rath
("A Notc on the Vigraha Dynasty,” OHR] 11, no. 1, 1962: 55-56). According to Rath, the
Vigrahas could not have been feudatories of the Guptas because the Gupta empire had ceased
to exist by this ume, further, the Gupta era, like the Saka era, was in usc long after the rule
of the dynasty it was associated with had ended. Rath suggests that the use of the Gupta erd
indicates the cultural rather than poliucal domination of the Guptas over parts of Onssa n
this  penod,
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in the Gupta year 280 (1.e 599-60 C.E.), describes him as ruling in Tosali comprising the
eighteen forest states.”5 Sumandala, the findspot of Prthivivigraha's grant, is located in
Ganjam district, while Lokavigraha's plate was secured from a matha at Kanas village,
situated about ten miles away from the Delang station of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway in
Puri district. The Sumandala plates were issued from Padmakholi (identified with
Padmakhol near Narayankhol in the ex-Khallikot State3¢), which seems to have been the
name of the kingdom as well as the capital of Dharmardja. The Kanas plate was issued
from Utida or Munda visaya in Daksina Tosali.

The Mudgalas/Minas
Vigraha rule in Tosali appears to have been followed by that of a king named

maharaja Sambhuya$as who belonged to the Mudgala or Maudgala family (kula), and,
according to the testimony of the Patiakella plate of Sambhuyasas, to the Mana lineage
(varnsa).57 Sambhuyasas 1s known from his inscriptions discovered at Erbang village in
Puri district and at Badkhuri near Soro in Baleshwar district, as well as from an inscription
of his subordinate, maharaja Sivardja, found in the old Patiakella zamindan in Cuttack
district. The Erbang plate (dated in the year 235) was issued from Handaka, the Soro plate
(dated in the year 260) from Tamparavadama, and the Patiakella plate (dated in the year
283) from Vorttanoka.>8

55 While n the Scparatc Rock Edicts of Ag$oka, Tosali (idenufiecd with Dhauh in Pun
district) appears as the name of a cty in Kalinga which formed one of the headquarters of
the ASokan admwstration, 1 the inscriptions of the later period it had wider geographical
connotations  According to D C Sircar ("Two Plates From Kanas,” E! 28, 1950 330), soon
after the establishing of the kingdom of the Gangas of Kalinganagara (towards the end of
the fifth century) the term Tosali came to be used for the arca that had hitherto formed rorth
Kahnga Tosall included Utkala as well and hence often extended northeast nto the western
portion of Midnaporc (Mecdimipur) distnct of Bengal and south-west into the eastern  fringes
of Ganjam distnct  Uutara-Tosali  corresponded roughly to Utkala and compnsed modern
Balasore (Baleshwar) district  along  with  parts of Cuttack and Midnapore (Midanipur)
districts  Daksina-Tosali, corrcsponding  roughly to  the ancient geographical division  of
north Kalinga, included within 1its purview modern Pun district along with parts of Cuttack
and Ganjam districts  (ibid.).

56 D C  Sircar, "Sumandala Plates of the Time of Prithivivigraha-bhattaraka. Gupta Year
250," EI 28, pt. 2 (Apnl 1949). 84.

57 According to Irawau Karve (Kinship  Orgamsauor.  in__ Indra, Poona Deccan College,
1953, pp. 48, 50), vam$a s the cnumeration of the patrihineal descent of a line, where the
collateral branches are ignored, hula 1 1ts narrower sense refers to the whole of the patn-
family residing i one place The two terms  are, however, someumes used interchangeably
abd., p 50

58 N. G. Majumdar ("Four Copper Plates from Soro,” El 23, 1938: 199) refers the date in the
Soro plates to the Kalacun era of 248 CE § N. Rajaguru ("Erbang Platc of Sambhuyasa,”
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Feudatories of Sadarika; Subhakini and the Dattas

In the course of the first quarter of the seventh century, Uttara and Daksina Tosall
came under the sway of Sadanka, the king of Gauda (in Bengal). Dandabhukti (which
seems to have comprised the southern part of modern Midinipur district and Baleshwar
district3%) was at this time being ruled by a feudatory of Sasarnka, §fiman mahapratihara6®
Subhakirti, whose Midnapur plates are dated in the eighth regnal year of his overlord.
subsequently, Uttara-Tosali seems to have come under the contro]l of a king named
Somadatta. One of the copper plate grants of Somadatta (dated in the nineteenth regnal year
of Sasanka) was obtained from Medinipur district 1n Bengal (the exact find-spot is
unknown) and the other two (both dated in Somadatta’s fifteenth regnal year) were found at
Badkhuri near Soro in Baleshwar district. A king who appears to have belonged to the
same family as Somadatta was Bhanudatta or Bhanu, one of his copper plate grants comes
from Badkhuri in Baleshwar district, a second was obtained from a matha at Kanas in Pun
district, while the third was found in a village near the town of Baleshwar in Baleshwar
district. All three sets are dated 1n the fifth regnal year. The two sets of Soro plates of
Somadatta were 1ssued from A.nrataksaka and Saficataka, while the plates of Bhanudatta
were issued variously from Virafi)a (1.e. Jajpur), Andhasubhiksa, and Sagadha or Sarepha
(the latter 1s idenufied with Soro1).

The Midnapore plate of Somadatta refers to him as §rf samanta maharaja Somadatta
and describes him as the ruler of Dandabhukti along with Utkala.62 It contains a eulogy of
Somadatta's overlord, Sasarika. Both sets of the Soro plates of Somadatta endow him with
the titles of mahabaladhikrta, antaranga and mahasandhivigrahika,®3 and describe him as

OHRJ 12, no 3, 1964 118-19) thinks the reference 1s 10 the Mana samvat, which, according
1o hm, commenced m about 240 CE. R D. Banerp ("Pauakella Grant of Maharaja Stivaraja
[Gupta; Samvar 283," EI 9, 1907-8 287) and Sircar ("Two Plates from Kanas,” p. 330) rcfer
the date of the Pauakella plates 10 the Gupla era

YR C Majumdar, "Two Copper-Plates of Sasanka From Midnapore,” p. 3.

60 The term 'mahaprathdra’ 1s usually taken to denote the office of the high chamberlan or
the hcad of the doorkeepers of the palace, the king's chamber, or the capual ciiy (D. C
Swrcar, Indian_ Emgraphical Glossary, Delhi: Moulal Banarsidass, 1966, p. 184). Hcre 1t
appcars as a fcudatory utie

61 N, G. Majumdar, "Four Copper Plates From Soro," p 20l

62 According to Ganguly (Histoncal Geography _and Dynasuc _History of _Orissa, p. 54),
Utkala was one of the terms denoting the coastal region of Orissa. In the early seventh
century, Uthala and Odra  were identical, and  referred at least 1o parts of Midnapore
(Medimipur) and  Balasore  (Baleshwar)  districts (abid,, pp  54-55)

63 Mahabalidhikrta scems 1o have the utle of an important military commander; antaranga
has been vanously explaned as a privy councillos, @ physician, or a prnivate scecretary; the
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meditating on the feet of an unnamed overlord, described simply as the parama-daivat-

adhidaivata (a great devotee of the gods and of the supreme god)®4 and parama-bhattaraka
(one supremely entitled to reverence). This may indicate that the allegiance that Somadatta
owed to Sasanka was by this time only nominal. The Soro plate of Bhanudatia gives
Bhianudatta the titles of mahapratihara and maharaja, while the Kanas and Baleshwar plates
give him the addiuonal title of mahasamanta. The plates of Bhanudatta allude to his
allegiance to an unnamed overlord, again suggesting that his position was that of a more or
less independent ruler owing nominal allegiance to the authority of hisoverlord.

West Onissa
The Nalas

In about the second half of the fifth century, the Bastar-Koraput area was under the
rule of the Nalas. Four Nala inscriptions have been found, two 1n Koraput district, one in
Raipur district (Madhya Pradech), and one in Amravati district (in Maharashtra). These
kings are described 1n their inscriptions as belonging to the family of king Nala (Nala-
nrpati-kul-anvaya) and as having a banner bearing the embiem of three pennons or the hand
with three fingers stretching out (tri-pataka-dhvaja).%5 In addition to the inscriptions, a
series of gold coins found in Edenga willage in Bastar district bear the names of three Nala
kings: Varaharija, Bhavadatta, and Arthapati.®6 S. N. Rajaguru's suggested identification of
Vrsadhvaja, whose name appears on a seal discovered at Bhita village near Allahabad with

a member of the Nala fanuly 1s far from conclusive.57

mahasandhivagralbha  was a munster of peace and war (Sircar, [ndian Emgraphical
Glossary, pp 174, 23, 188). The wuse of these designatons by a feudatory ruler s

notcworthy

64 The sccond Soro plaic has parama-dawvata (@ great devotee of the gods)

65 Sce, for mstance, D. C. Surcar, "Kesaribeda Plates of Nala Arthapau-Bhattaraka," EI 28, pt
1 (January 1949y 16, I 1-2. The Riuthapur platc, of Bhavattavarman and Arhapau (Y. R
Gupte, "Rathapur Plates of Bhavattavarmman,” EI 19, 1927-28 102, Il 1-2) contan similar
cpithets, the mmnor varauon s "Nala-nrpau-vamfa-prasita” (bom in the hncage of the
hing  Nala).

66 V.V Murashi, "Gold coins of Three Kings of the Nala Dynasty,” JNSI no. 1 (1939) 29-
3s.

67 Rajguru, 10, 1, pt 2 10910 A caunous endorscment of Rajaguru's hypothesis comes
from N. K Sahu, "The Nalas,” OHRJ 11, no. 2 (1962). 97-98. A refutation 1s to be found n
P L Misra's "A Notc on the Aricle of Dr N K. Sahu -- The Nalas," Jour of the Bih. Res
Soc_S1, pts -4 (January- December 1965) 103-06. According to D. C  Sircar, the name of
the hing of the Bhua scal 1s Vindhyavedhana, and his relavonship with the Nalas cannot be
ascerained  on the baus of avalable evidence (Swcar, "Kesanbeda Plaics of Nala  Arthapau-
Bhattaraka,” p 13, n 3)
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The Kesaribeda plates of §r1 maharaja Arthapati, dated in the seventh regnal year,
were issued from Pugkarl (which was probably located in the Podagarh region of Koraput
district). The Rithapur grant, which appears to record a grant made by $r1 maharaja
Bhavattavarman, perhaps the father or grandfather »f Arthapati, was issued by the latter
probably in his eleventh regnal year, from Nandivardhana. Nandivardhana may be
identified either with Nagardhana in Nagpur district or with Nandur in Amravati district,8
and the issue of a Nala grant from this place indicates the temporarily successful inroads
made by these kings into Vakataka territory.89 The Podagarh stone inscription records the
erection of a temple and an endowment in its favour in the twelfth regnal year by §ri
Skandavarman, son of nrpati (king) Bhavadatta, and credits Skandavarman with having
reclaimed the lost royal prosperity which had fallen into other hands and having repeopled
the deserted town of Puskari.”® The Rajim stone inscription of Vilasatunga, assigned by V.
V. Mirashi to about 700 C.E.,”! mentions three generations of Nala kings: Prthvirdja, his
son Viruparaja, and Vilasatunga (probably the son of Viriiparaja). It indicates the survival
of Nala rule subsequent to the reverses suffered at the hands of the Vakatakas and
Cilukyas.”?

68 Gupte, "Ruthapur Plates of Bhavattavarmman,” p. 102

69 According to V. V Mirashi ("Rapm Stonc Inscripuon of the Nala King Vilasatunga,” El
26, 1941-42° 51-52), Bhavadatta, Arthapau, and Skandavarman were contemporarics of the
Vakagaka kings Narendrasena and Prthivisens, and the Nala nroads mio and expulsion
from the Vidarbha may have occumred during the reign of Prthivisena, whose Balaghat
glalcs credit mim with having raised the sunken fortunes of his family

O This could refer to reverses suffered by the Nalas at the hands of the Vakatahas or the
Calukyas The Ajanta Cave nscripion  of Vardhadeva, a munmister of the Vakauha king
Harisena,  claims that the latter cxtended tis supremacy over Kuntala, Avanu, Kalinga,
Kosala, Trikifa, Lap, and Andhra (Vasudev Vishnu Mirashi ed., CII, S: "Inscnpuons of the
Vakatakas,” Ootacamund, 1963, p. 108, v. 18), The Calukya king Kiruvarman (56797 CE.)
18 descnibed as the mght of doom to the Malas, Mauryas, and Kadambas in the Aihole
mscripuon of Pulakesin 1T (F.  Kiclhorn, "Aihole Inscnipion of Pulakesin II, Saka-Samvat
556," EL 6, 1900-1 4-5, v. 9).

1 Murashi, "Rapm Stone Inscnpuon of the Nala King Vilasawnga" p 51

2 A set oof copper plates found at Pandiapathar willage near Aska 1 Ganjam distnct,
assigned on palacographic  grounds o the tenth century CE., speaks of one maharajadhirdja
parame$vara Sri Bhimascnadeva of the Nala vams$a, a ruler of Khiddirasmiga mandala (D C
Sircar, "Pandiapathar Plates of Bhimasena, Year 89," EL 24, pt 5, January 1962 233-38).
Khiddiralmga mandala has been  idenufied by Sircar with the former Khidishingy zamindan
which had 1s headquarters at Dharakota and lay to the south of Bodaguda and to the west of
Ghumsur The grant was issued from Bhimapura. The nature of the conncction, 1if any, of
Bhimasena with the carlier Nalas 15 not clear.
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MaharajaTustikara

An inscription of maharaja Tustikara, found in Terasinga village on the southern
bank of the Tel river in Kalahandi district, has been assigned on palaeographic grounds to
the first half of the sixth century. The plates were issued from Tarabhramaka, idenufied
with Tala-Bhamara village, about two miles south of Belkhandi-Rajapadar, on the banks of
a tributary of the Tel known as the Utzi.73 An endorsement that appears on the outer side of
the first plate indicates that the grant was issued from Parvatadviraka by Kasthubhsayya
(perhaps a mistake for KausthubeSvarya), mother of a king whose name has been
tentatively read as Sobhonnaraja or Sobhifinaraja.’ The circumstances that explain this are
not clear. D. C. Sircar suggests that perhaps the king mentioned in the endorsement was a
minor son of Tustikara, that the queen who made the endorsement was his mother, and that
Parvatadvaraka was a secondary capital of their kingdom.” Tustikara appears to have been
aminor king, ruling over a small area around Tarabhramaka and Parvatadvaraka

The Sarabhapurivas

The Sarabhapuriya kings established their rule in Daksina Kosala (modern Rapur,
Bilaspur, and Sambalpur districts of Orissa and Madhya Pradesh) in the fifth century C.E .
The inscriptions of these kings have been found in the Raipur and Raigarh districts of
Madhya Pradesh. The places whence the grants were 1ssued were Sarabhapura,
Tilake$vara, and Sripura. Sarabhapura has been identified vanously with Srapa or
Sarabhagarh (in Sambalpur district), Sambalpur (in Sambalpur distnict), Sarangarh (in
Raigarh district, M. P.), Sripur (1n Raipur district, M P.), Sarava (near Scormnarayan,
Bilaspur distnct, M. P.), Sarhar (near Nandaur, Ahmadnagar distnct, Maharashtra), and
Srabhavaram (about twenty miles from Rajahmundry, E Godavari distnct, A, P.).7¢
Sripura can be 1dentified with modern Sirpur 1n Raipur district.

The founder of the Sarabhapuriya dynasty (and, in all likehhood, of the capital as
well) was a king named Sarabha, who has been identified with the Sarabharija mentioned
in the Eran inscription of Goparaja, dated in dated in the Gupta year 191 (1e. 510 C.E.),
corresponding to the reign of the Gupta king Bhanugupta.”’ Seven kings of this dynasty

B D. C. Sircar, "Terasingha Plates of Tushukara," EI 30, pt 7 ( July 1954 ) 276.

7 The names of the king as well as the mother are difficult 0 make out because of the
carcless cngraving of the letiers.

75 Sircar, "Terasinghe Plates of Tushukara,” p 275

6 D. C. Swcar and L P Pandcya, "Pipardula Copper-platc Inscription of King Narendra of
Sarabhapura,” IHQ 19 (1943) 144 and n 13

7 v v Mirashi, "Thakurdiya Plates of Maha-Pravarardja,” El 22 (1933.34) 17
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are known from the inscriptions. One of them -- Prasanna -- is also known from coins
found at places such as Salhepali in Raigarh district, and at Nandaur.”®

Narendra bears the title of maharaja; the other kings Sarabhapuriya hings do not
even have this modest title. The prasasti of the other Sarabhapuriya kings descnibe them as
having their feet bathed by the waters flowing from the lustre of the crest-jewels in the
crowns of the samantas subjugated by their prowess.

The Panduvamsis

Sarabhapuriya rule in South Kosala was supplanted, probably some time during
the sixth century C.E., by that of the Panduvarniis.” The inscriptions of the Panduvamsi
kings have been found in the Rewa, Raigarh, Raipur, and Bilaspur districts of Madhya
Pradesh and the Sambalpur district of Orissa. The Malga plates of Indrardjad? were issued

78 See, for instance, L P Pandeya, "A silver comn of king Prasannamatra, the grandfather of
king Mahi Sudevarjja of Sarabhapura,” 1HQ 9 (1933): 595-96; “Ancicnt Sarabhapura,” [HQ
15 (1939): 476. It may be notcd that these comns bear Vaisnava emblems -- a discus, conch,
and a possible representation of Laksmi or the garuda

79 The chronology of the Panduvamsis 1s controversial and hinges w0 a large exient on the
wdentificaton  of the Trivara or Tivara who 1s mentioned n the nscripuons  of  the
Salodbhava king Dharmarjja V.V Mirashi ("A Note on the the Datc of the Somavamsi
Kings of Southern Kosala,” EI 26, 1941-42 227-30) places the beginming of Tivara’s rule
about 560 C.E. and assigns these kings of South Kosala to the sixth and seventh century
CE.. According to D C Sircar ("Bonda Plaics of Mahasiva Twvara, Year 5" F1 34, pt 3,
July 1961 112-13) there were two Panduvam&l kings named Tivara, onc (e contemporary
of the Visnukundin king Madhavavarman 1, whom the latier clwms 10 have delcated) rubing
m the second halfl of the sixth century and the other (the contemporary of the Sarlodbhava
Dharmarajs) rubng i the sccond half of the seventh century A Ghosh ("Date of  the
Pandava Kings of Southern Kosala," EI 25, 193940 266-70) places Tiwvara in the favt
quarter of the seventh century and 1denufics him with the Trivara  of the  Salodbhava
nscripuons.  Satyanarayan Rajaguru  ("The Date of Tivaradeva ol Mahdkotala,” OHRJ 3, no
2, Sepiember 1954, 109-14) also supports the contemporaneity of Tivara and  Dharmarag
and places the former between 620 and 650 CE  N. K Sahu ("History of Kosala and the
Soma Vam$is of Utkala,” OHRJ 3, no 3, Deccember 1954 130-31) places Tivara in the
middie of the seventh century CE  For a summary of the arguments why Tiwara should be
placed i the sixth and not the seventh century, sce Ganguly, Histonical  Geography _and
Dynastic History of Omssa, pp 184-85

8 It 15 not certain whether Indrardja of the Malga plates belonged w0 the  Panduvams
family. While his genecalogy docs not hink him with the Panduvamdis, there s a gencral
similarity i some of the sccuons of s inscripuon and that of the Panduvamiis  Morcover,
the father of the engraver of the Malga plates, as in the Bamhani plates of the Panduvam@
king Bharatabala, was suvarmnakara (goldsmith) Ivara  While D C  Sicar and S
Sankaranarayanan  ("Malga Plates of Samanta Indraraja,” EI 33, pt 4, January 1960 210-
11) find no ndicaon of the dynasty to which Indrardja belonged, S N Rajaguru (10, 4
314) suggests that because of the provenance and palacography of the Malga plates, the
name of the wnter's father, and Indrardja being a famihar name among the Panduvamsss, it
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from Mandaka, while the political centre whence the copper charters of Tivara and the
Adhabhara plates of Maha-Nannarija were 1ssued was Sripura (the rest of the Panduvamsi
charters do not specify the place whence the charter was 1ssued). While the idennificaton ot
Mandaka is uncertain,8! Sripura can be identified with modern Sirpur in Raipur district 82
Indraraja, the name of whose father may have been Ksitipati or Smlendra, appears
to have been a semi-independent king, judging from his title of samanta and the absence of
any specific reference to his overlord. The kings beginning with Bharatabala have a rather
long praSasti. The highest title assumed by these kings was maharija -- in the Bamhamt
plates of Bharatabala, verse: 11 of which also refers to him as a paramount ruler (sarva-
bhauma) whose feet were touched by the s@mantas performung obeisance to him.
Bharatabala's plates speak of one of the royal donor's ancestors -- Jayabala -- as a ruler
(ksitipati) of Mekala 83 The grants of MahaSiva Tivara (although he does have the
subordinate epithet samadhigata-paica-mahasabda, 1.e. one who has obtained the five

sounds®) refer to his having acquired the overlordship over all of Kosala (1.c south |
Kosala). The plates of Bharatabala speak of him as belonging to the hineage (anvaya) of the
Pandavas (although there is a reference in one of verse 11 to the Saumya or Soma vaisa)
and those of Tivara to the Pandu-varmSa. while the Adhabhara plates of Maha-Nannarija
rcfer 1o the famuly as the Sasi-varhsa, the Senakapat mscription of the tme of Sivagupta
Balarjauna as the Sitansu-varhsa, the Sirpur stone inscription of Vis. 1 as the Candr-
anvaya, and the Bardula, Bonda, Lodhia, and Mallar plates of MahaSivagupta as the Soma-
vam$a. The Senakapat inscription of Sivagupta Balarjuna refers to a subordinate of this

king named Durgaraksita, who appears to have obtained the governorship of the Vindhyan

1S quitc probable that Indrardja of the Malga plates and Bharatabala of the Bamhani plates
belonged to the same ruhing housc.

81 According to Sircar and Sankaranarayanan ("Malga Plates of Samanta Indraraja,” p o 211),
it is difficult to say whether Malga, the name of the findspot of the plates can be seen as a
modification of Mandaka

82 See, for anstance, Sircar, "Bonda Plates of Mahasiva Tivara, Year S, p. 114

8 The country of Mckala probably lay in the envirens of the Amarkantak hills (se¢ B. Ch
Chhabra, "Bamhamt Plates of Pandava King Bharatabala. Year 2," EI 27, 1947-48 135)

8 This epithet apparently referred 1o the person i question having obtained the privilege
of enjoying thc sound of five nstuments The five nstruments were perhaps the trumpet,
tambour, conch-shell, ketle-drum, and gong According to Fleet (CII, 3 296, n 9), the
interpretaion  of the epithet  samadhigata-paiica-mahasabda as refernng 10 the privilege  of
enjoying the sound of these five mstruments 1s preferable to s own ewlier onc whick saw
heremn a reference to the night of assuming five utles beginming with the  prefix ‘mahd’
(great), e. g. mahdrdja, mahamandale§vara, mahasamanta, etc The possession of the poilca-
mahasabda 1s usually associated with feudatory status  However, some dynasties of  South
India, the eastern Calukyas of Vengi, for mstance, used 1t as a utle of paramounwy (D C
Sircar, "Two Grants from Galavallh,” ElI 31, 1955-56 192)
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area as far as the banks of the river Varada (identified with the Wardha, a tributary of the
Godavari®).

Period II: The seventh to the tenth century
South and central Orissa
The Sailodbhavas
In the course of the late sixth century, the Sailodbhavas established their rule over
Kongoda, which, judging from the find-spots of the Sailodbhava inscriptions,

corresponded to modern Ganjam and Puri districts.86 The Khurda plates of Madhavaraja
seem to refer to him as sakala-Kaling-adhipati (lord of all Kalinga), which may indicate
some military successes south of the Puri-Ganjam area. That these successes were
shortlived 1s suggested by the fact that this title does not appear in anv of the other
nscriptions of this king, nor in those of his successors. The Sailodbhava grants were
issued from a variety of centres: Kongoda (apparently the name of both the kingdom as
well as a capital of the Sailodbhavas) on the banks of the $alima nver (generally identified
with the Salia river87), Sridhara-pura, Kataka,38 Matrcandrapataka, Alatalanghapura kota
(apparently a fortress), Kontalayi (tentatively identified with Kantalabai on the Chilka lake,
near the Bhushundapur railway station8%), Asilida/Silida, and Saumyapura.90

The earliest epigraphic record of the Sailodbhava dynasty is the Ganjam grant of
maharaja mahdsamanta Madhavaraja alias Sainyabhita (who had the additional name of
Srinivasa in some of his other inscriptions), dated in the Gupta year 300, i.e. 619-20 C.E.,
and referring to two of Madhavaraja's predecessors. The Ganjam plates of Madhavaraja
indicate that in the year 619-20 C.E., he was a subordinate of maharajadhiraja $ri Sasanka,
the ruler of Bengal, but his subsequent plates contain no mention of his overlord.
Madhavaraja may have assumed an independent status on the occassion of Sasanka's defeat

8 M. G. Dikshu and D C Sircar, "Senakapat Inscnpuon of the Time of Sivagupta
Balaryjuna,” EI 31, pt. 1 (January 1955) 34.

8 Thc only Sailodbhava inscription found ouside the Pun-Ganjam area 1s 4 set of plates of
Madhyamaraja, which were found inside the spre of a temple at Tekkali, Srnkakulam
distnict, Andhra Pradesh

87 D. C Sicar, "Two Salodbhava Grants From Banpur,” El 29 (1951-52): 35. According to
Rayjaguru (10, 1, pt. 2 160), however, the nver Salima may also be idenufied with the
Rishikulya, as scveral places menuioned mn the Sailodbhava inscripuions are to be found on
the banks of the Rishikulya.

8 This could bc a specific place-name, but more likely simply means the royal camp or city.
8 D. C Sircar, “Two Grants of Salodbhavas,” El 30, pt. 7 (July 1954): 270

% A Bhamja-Sailodbhava pabmpsest found at Dharakota was issued from Vaiijulvaka
(Ryjaguru, IO, 1, pt 2 248-53).
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at the hands of Harsa of the Pusyabhiiti dynasty. He may have had to briefly acknowledge
the suzerainty of Harsa, from the time of the latter's invasion of Orissa in around 641-42
C.E. unul Harsa's death in 647 C.E.9' The reign of the sixth Sailodbhava ruler,
Dharmaraja alias Manabhita, was apparently marked by the occurrence of a succession
dispute. The Puri plates of Dharmaraja indicate this king's claims to the throne were
challenged by his brother Madhava. The inscription refers to the banishing of Madhava,
and a military encounter at a place called Phasikd.92 Madhava 1s said to have allied himself
with a king named Trivara or Tivara, only to be defeated a second time by Dharmaraja, and
was forced to retire to the foot of the Vindhya mountains. Controversy surrounds the
identification of the Trivara or Tivara who rendered aid to Madhava. He 1s identified by
some scholars with Mahasiva Tivara, the Panduvamsi king of south Kosala, but may have
been one of his successors.?3

The Salodbhava copper plate grants give a systematic genealogy of these kings,
and also contain an account of the origin of the dynasty which refers to the miraculous birth
of its mythical progenitor. The account (in verse) of the origin of the Sailodbhava dynasty
is given in the Buguda plates of Madhavavarman and appears in subsequent Sailodbhava
inscriptions. According to the standard version of this account, there was a man named
Pulindasena, famed among the people of Kaliniga, who, not coveting sovereignty himself,
prayed to Svayambhii for a man worthy to rule the earth. The answer to these prayers was
Sailodbhava, so called because he was seen emerging from a rock breaking asunder.
Ranabhita, apparently the first historical king of the family, 1s described as one born 1n the
family (kulaja) of Sailodbhava.9

91 On the chronology of Harsa's eastern campaigns, se¢ R C Maumdar gen. ed., The
Classical  Age, pp 106, 110

92 According 1o S. N. Rapgury, Phasik may be idenufied with Phasi, a iarge village 1
Athagada 1t Ganjam district, about cightcen miles from Khalhkota railway station. He
locatcs the scene of the battle between Dharmardja and Madhava in a field lying at the foot
of a hill called Knshnagin, which les about four miles east of Phasi willage (S N.
Rajaguru, "The Puri Copper-platc-grant of Dharmmaraja (Samvat 512 or 590 A. D.)," JBORS
16, pt. 2 (1930) 185-86)

93 According to Sircar, ("Two Sailodbhava Grants From Banpur,” p. 39), the major objection
against the denuficauon of Tivara of the nscripons of Dharmardja with Mahasiva Tivara
15 that the latter's rule must be placed in the sixth century, while that of Dharmardja not
before the ladt quarter of the seventh century.

94 This accoumt 1s discussed 1n greater detail in chap. 1I. The Pulindas were an ancient
Indian tnibe (Bimala Churn Law, Tnbes in  Ancient India, 2d ed., Poona: Bhandarkar
Oncmtal  Rescarch  Insutute, 1973, pp 174-75). They arc mentioned i texts i  association
with other non-Aryan tribes such as thc Sabaras, Andhras, Abhiras, and Pulkusas (Auareya
Brahmana 7. 18, Mahabharata 12 207. 42, Matsya  Purana 114, 46-48; Viyu Purana 45, 126
cie,, cmed m Law, hid., p 174). The Pulindas are placed by most teats i South Indig,

46




While the frequent reference in the Sailodbhava wnscriptions from the ume of the
Buguda plates of Madhavavarman Sainyabhita®5 onwards to the performance by the dono
king or one of his predecessors of the ASvamedha and other great sacrifices (the Vajapeya
finds additional mention 1n some of the inscriptions) may be taken to indicate a clam
independent status,%6 the only Smlodbhava king to actually assume imperial titles was
Dharmaraja, whose epithets in the Nivina plates include parama-bhattiraka (one supremely
entitled to reverence), maharajadhirdja (supreme king of mahardjas), and parameivara
(supreme lord).%7

Nettabhafija

In the eighth century, about the time of the decline of the Sailodbhava dynasty,
parts of Dhenkanal, as well as some areas of Ganjam, Puri, and Cuttack districts were
under the rule of a king named Nettabhafija Nettabhaiija is known from two sets of copper
plates, the onginal findspots of which are unknown, one reportedly having been acquued
from the ruling chief of Baudh, the other from an inhabitant of Banatumbu village new
Russellkonda (Bhanjanagara) in Ganjam district. The Baud plates, dated 1n the regnal year
18, were issued from Angulapattana which has been identified with modern Angul n
Dhenkanal district.98 The Russellkonda plates, dated in the regnal year 26, were issued

although a northern branch of the tnbe 15 also known According to Law (bid, p 175), the
political centre of the southern Pulindas was Pulindanagara, suuated i the Vidida or Bhilsa
region, and perhaps dentifiable with Rupnath  (the place where one of the Minor Rock
Edicts of ASoha was found) The reference to Pulindascna in the Sailodbhava gencological
account may suggest a connccuon with the Pulinda tribe S € D¢ (Descriptive — Catalogie  of
the _Copper-Plate _Inscripuons _of _ Onissa, p. XIV) suggests that the Sattodbhavas can be
identificd with the Salyyas menuoned 1 the Brhat  Samhita along with the Pulindas and
other peoples He suggests that the Sailajis and Pulindas probably mhabited the coastal area
between the Mahanadi and  the Godavari, and that they were alhies  He  adds  that the
Sailodbhava account ndicates that the Sailajds were onginally under the Pulindas, and  that
they subsequently became independent with the help of Pulindasena, a Pulinda leader

95 Madhavarga of the Gamam and Khurda plaes s evidently the same  person  as
Madhavarman of the Buguda, Purushottampur, Puri, and Ornissa Muscum plates The  problem
created by the apparently later scupt of the Buguda plates (which were assigned by some
scholars to as laic as the tenth century) was resolved with the discovery of the Onssa
Muscum plates, the script of which 1s similar to the Ganjam and Khurda plates, and the
introductory portion of which 15 akin to that of the Buguda and other later Salodbhava
nscnplons.

96 For more on this issuc, sce chap 11 For a discussion of whether a subordinate king could
perform the Agvamedha sacrifice and a conclusion to the contrary, sce D C  Sircar, Studies
the Rehgious Life of Ancient and Medieval India (Delht  Moulal Banaraidass, 1971), pp
167-74.

97 These threc utles of paramountcy are hercafter left untranslated

98 Binayak Misra, "Copper Plaie Grant of Neuabhafja,” JBORS 17 (1930-31) 105
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from Varadda, identified by D. C. Sircar with Barada or Baruda, seven miles from

Russellkonda and two miles from Kuladagarh, and by S. N. Rajaguru with Madhava-
Barida, about four nmules from Banatumva, on the banks of the Loharakandi river.%?
According to the Russellkonda plates, Nettabhaiija belonged to the Drumaraja kula.

The Gangas of Svetaka

During the period which saw the waming of the power of the Sailodbhavas, the
north Ganjam area of Orissa came under the rule of the Gangas of Svetaka, probably a
collateral branch of the Gangas of Kalinganagara.1% Most of the Svetaka Garga grants are
dated in either regnal years or in an unspecified era, which may have been the Ganga or the
Bhauma-Kara era.l0! The political centre whence the copper plate grants of these kings
were issued was a place called Svetaka, 102 not yet satisfactorily identified

While the Dhanantara and Kama-Nalinakshapur plates of nscriptions of
Samantavarman -- the first known Svetaka Ganga king -- do not endow him with any royal
utles, some of the subsequent inscriptions (the Pherava plates of Samantavarman and the
various grants of Jayavarman) introduce modest titles such as ranaka and mahardja. The
more grandiose titles of maharajadhiraja, parame$vara and parama-bhattaraka appear in the
grants of later kings such as Bhiipendravarman, Anantavarman, Prithivivarman,
Indravarman (in a fev, not all of his grants), and Danadrnava (accompanied in this last case
with the subordinate title ranaka). One of the sets of the Ganjam plates of Jayavarman
suggests that this king owed allegiance to UnmattakeSari at Viraja, who may be idenufied

as a Bhauma-Kara king 103 The Svetaka Gangas claim to have acquired the overlordship

99 DC Sicar, "Russellhonda Plates of Nettabhanja, Regnal Year 26," EI 28, pt 6 (April
1950) 261, S N Rajagury, "The Biapawmva Copper Plaie Grant of Nettabhaija Deva of
Dmardja-hula,”  OHRJ 1, no 4 (January 1953) 267.

100 A connection between the Gangas of Svetaha and those of Kalinganagara s suggested,
apart from the common name ‘Ganga,’ by the reference n the inscniptions of both groups of
kings to their worship of the deity Gokamasvami on mount Mahendra and the ndications
that both groups may have been migrants from the Kamnataka arca The Svetaka branch of the
Ganga family apparently estabhished stself to the north of the domunions of the Gangas of
Kalinganagara

101 On the Bhauma era, sce pp 23-24

102 This name has been read as Scetaka i two of the nscipuions.

13 According o Binayah  Misra  ("Ganjam  Grant of Jayavarmadeva of UnmapakeSari's
Time,” THQ 12, 1936 490), this 1s corroborated by a Bhauma-Kara mscnption wherein the
Bhauma king Unmattasimha 1s said to have subjugated the Kalingas. It may be pointed out
that the nsenipuon in queston s the Talcher plate (year 149) of the Bhauma-kara king
Swakara, which, according to Misra's own reading (Binayah Musra, Orissa Under  the
Bhauma __Kings, Calcuttd  Vishwamitra Press, 1934, pp. 41, 43),  aunbuies the  subjugation
of the Kalingas not 10 Unmattasimha but 1o his son Subhakara

48




84" 85"

Dhanatara Rigy,
- 'h'l}'n

Bishamagari
ishamagin g G.u-lam‘ Ch“np‘"
[

t ’7 BAY OF BENGAL
19" — - 19

4 f Provenance of the
*, .
* 2 Svetaka Ganga
f 4 inscriptions
3 , Chld;valsg 10 o 1‘0 20 30 40 S0 60 KM

84° 85°




82¢ 'n"—‘\ gr—a R4°
M
(/
{/
L_zla .)
5\ )
Wt o Af‘
\J 6(0
%,
—20°
R,
Hrkury,
b 3
?,
0"-
Y
—19°
Jeypore
[ ]
Mukhali ' 4
Galavall Anigpam --f;tek I
. . gt
Purl®idgbantantg
Chidivalas Gantabommali
Shalantrs
alzo §3° Srikakula e 85° 86°
| | 1 |

Provenance of the Ganga inscriptions (14-40)

0_20 40 60 80 100 KM
== w—am ——— ——— ]

0 Pohucal centres s Find-spots




~

of all of Kalinga through their own strength and prowess and as having all the samantas
(in some cases, the circle of samantas) devoted to them due to the preenminence of then
three-fold power (Sakti).1™ The grants of Prthivivarman and Indravarman speak of these
kings as hailing from Kolaulapura-pattana or Kokalavalapura-pattana The Indian Museum
and Badakhimedi plates of Indravarman refer to this king as Nandagiri-nitha (lord of
Nandagiri). Kolaulapura has been identified with Kolar in Karnataka, while Nandagin 1
identified with Nandidrug, a hill to the west of the same district 195 These references
suggest that the Garigas of Svetaka were migrants from the Karnataka arca

The Gangas of Kalinganagara (inscniptions no. 14-40)

All the inscriptions of the Ganga kings of inscriptions no. 14-40 were 1ssued from
Kalinganagara. The era that these grants are dated n 1s referred to specifically as the
Gangeya era from the tume of the Alamanda plates of Anantavarman (o 22) While the
first few Ganga kings of Kalinganagara assumed no utle higher than maharaja, the epithet
mahardjadhirdja s first applied to Rajendravarman, father of Devendravarman in the latter's
Shalantri plates as well as one of his Chicacole plates (nos 24, 25), and 15 applied to
Devendravarman himself 1n his Chicacole plates (no 26) Subsequently, titles such as
parameS$vara, mahardjadhirija, and parama-bhattdraka, were frequently used by some of the
successors of Devendravarman Most of the inscriptions of these kings refer to their having
obtained overlordship over all of Kalinga by the quivering edge of therr own sword

Certain inscriptions record grants by subordinates or feudutories of the Gangas The
donor of the Parlakimeds plates (no. 34) of the time of Vajrahasta was paic - visay-adhipan
(lord of five viyayas) Daraparija, descnibed as belonging to the Ganga kula (fanmuly), and
the son of Cola-Kamadirdja; that of the Nirakarapur plates (no. 36) was Udayakhedi son of
Ugrakhedi, of the Kadamba family.106

North Orissa
The Bhauma-Karas

In the middle of the eighth or the ninth century, a large part of north and central

Orissa came under the rule of the Bhauma-Karas The daung of the mscriptions of these

104 The three $akus are prabhu-Saku, manwa-$aku, and uwsaha-Sakt -- the power of majesty,
good counscl, and cnergy.

105 Thewe idenufications  were suggested by Lewis Rice, Mywre and Coorg from the
Inscnipuons,  (London  Archibald Constable & Co, 1909), p 32

106 These Kadambas seem to have been a branch of the western Kadambas of Kanarese
country (D C Sircar, in R C Maumdar, gen ed, The _Age of Impenal Kanauy, p 149)
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kings is controversial. The synchronism of the Bhauma king Subhakara I with the Chinese
emperor Te-tsong has been questioned by some scholars.197 According to Binayak Misra,
the era used in the Bhauma-Kara inscriptions is the Harsa era of 606 C. E..108 R. D.
Banerji refers the dates of the Bhauma-Kara inscriptions to the Ganga era, the beginning of
which he places in 778 C.E 1% S. N. Rajaguru and D. C. Sircar agree that the Bhauma-
Karas established their own era, but disagree over when this era commenced. Rajagurul10
and K. C. Pamigrahi,!!! place the beginning of the Bhauma era in 736 C.E., while Sircar

107 Sylvain Lévi ("King Subhakara of Omssa,” EI 10, 1919-20: 263-64) proposed the
wenufication of the Bhauma king Subhakara with the king of Wu-ch'a from whom the
Chinese  emperor  Te-tsong 15 supposed o have received an  autographcd manuscript of the
Gandavytha in 795 CE  According to scholars such as D C. Sircar ("The Era of the Bhauma-
Karas of Onssa,” THQ 29, no 2, June 1953 151), this idenuficauon 15 not free from
problems  The translauon of the Chinese name for the Indian ruler 1o 'the fortunate monarch
who does what » pure, the hon, and does not correspond to the mcaning of the name
Subhdkara (“torchouse of that which s auspicious’). According to K C  Pamgrahi (The
Chronology of the Bhauma-Karas and _the _Somavamiis of _Onssa, Bhopal, 1961, p 25) the
hng who gave the Chinese emperor the manuscript of the Gandavydha was  Swakara
Unmagtasimbha

108 Binayah Misra, Onissa Under the Bhauma Kings, p 78

W9 R D Banerp, "The Kara of Orissa,” The Modern Review 44, no 6 (December 1928)
636-40

10 Satyanarayan  Rajaguru, "The  Bhauma-Samvat,” OHRJ 12, no 1 (1964) 100-08
Rajaguru bases his argument on the astronomical data supplicd by the Daspalla and Ganjam
plates of Sawrubhaia and the Orissa Muscum plates of Nepabhafja, dated respecuvely i the
(Rhauma)  years 198, 198, and 213 He aswens that the three possible dates when the
astronomical  conjunction  (visuva  samhkrdnt,  ravi-ding, paficam. uthi,  Mrgadiro  naksatra)
mentioned o the Daspalla plates occurred were 812, 934, and 1029, which give the three
corresponding dates of 614, 736, and 831 CE as the possible muial years of the Bhauma-
Kara cra. Of these, he suggests, 736 CE s the most appropriate

U Panigrahi, Chronology  of _the  Bhauma-Karas _and the Somavaméis _of _Orssa, pp 6-8
Pamigrahi's argument for 736 CE 15 based on his interpretation of the Baud plates of
Prthivimahddevi, which, according to tim, suggest the contemporancity of the Somavamii
kg Janamejaya 1 with the Kalacuri king  Sankaragana (878-910 CE.), further, on his
merpretaton of  the  Brahme$vara  inscripuon of  the ume  of  Somavam$i  Udyotakesari,
which, he asserts, alludes 1o Janamejaya's kalling of the reigning Bhauma-Kara king and his
plicing  hiv daughter  Prihivimahddevi on the throne  Pamigrahi also  concurs with  Rajaguru's
calculations based  on astronomical  detals
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placesitin 831 C.E. 112 Binayak Misra traces the origin of the Bhauma-Kara dynasty to the
Bhiiyan tribe,113 while Umakanta Subuddhi prefers to connect the ancestry of this family
with the Utkala branch of the Bhauma famuly of Kamarupa 114

The inscripuons (including a few stone inscriptions) of the Bhauma-Karas have
been found 1n Baleshwar, Dhenkanal, Phulabani, Cuttack, Puri, and Ganjam districts. All
the Bhauma-Kara copper plates were 1ssued from Guhadevapataka or Guhe§varapataka,
which probably lay in the vicimty of modern Jajpur on the Vaitarami nver 115 While
Subhikara 1 had no title higher than maharaja, his successors bore the imperial titles of
parama-bhattaraka, maharajadhiraja, and parameSvara, modified to parama-bhattarika,
maharijadhiraja, and parames$vari in the case of the Bhauma-Kara queens.!16 The Bhauma-
Kara inscripuons provide detailed genealogical information concerning the rulers of this
dynasty. That the Bhauma-Karas had matrimonial alhances with the Bhafjas and the
Somavamiis 1s indicated by the Baud plates of the (Bhauma) year 158 of the Bhauma
queen Prthvimahadevi alias Tribhuvanamahadevi, which refer to her as the daughter of the
Svabhavatunga of the Sttamsu varhsa (lunar lineage) and lord of Kosala. A matrimonial
alhance with the Bhafjas 15 1indicated by the Taltali plates of the Bhauma queen
Dharmamahadevi, which refer to Valkulamahadevi, the predecessor of Dharmamahadevi,
as belonging to the Bhafija fanuly. The Dhenkanal plate of Tnbhuvanamahadevi I refers to

the mammage of Bhauma-Kara king Lalitahdra with the daughter of R@jamalladeva.

N2 Sycar, "The Era of the Bhauma-Karas of Onssa,” pp. 148-55. Siwrcar dentfics the
Svabhavatunga  stated to be the father of Prthivimahddewi alias Trnibhuvanamahadevi 11 in
the Bhauma qucen's Baud plates with MahaSivagupta Yayiu Svabhavatunga, whose rule he
places  between 970 and 1000 CE  Working backwards from this  synchronism, Sircar
assigns the beginming of the Bhauma-Kara cra to roughly the first half of the minth century
CE. Hc then pomts out that, according to Svamikannu Pillai's Indian _Ephimeris, 3 60, the
date on which the astronomical comuncuon mentioned 1 the Daspalla plates of Satrubhafija
(datcd m Samvat 198} occurred corresponds to March 23rd, 1029 CE, which would give a
daic of 831 CE for the beginming of the Bhauma-Kara cra

113 Binayak Misra, Onissa_Under the Bhauma Kings, pp 80-81

114 Umakanta Subuddhi, The Bhauma Karas of Ormssa (Calcutta® Punthi Pustak, 1978), pp
32-36 Al sec Pamgrahy, Chronology of the Bhauma-Kams and Somavaméls _of Qnssa, pp
20-25

115 According 10 Binayah Misra (Onssa_Under thc Bhauma Kings, p 89), Guhe§varapataka
can  be adenuicd with Godhaneshvarapatana, half a mule from  Sadashivapura, which s part
of Jajpur town

16 The rule of several queens of this dynasty was apparcntly occassioned by the absense of
male heirs, although the accession of Prthivimahadevi seems to have had something 1o do
with the ntervention of her Somavamsi father
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Panigrahi identifies this Rajamalla with the western Ganga king Rijamalla I (817-853
CE.).1M7

A few inscriptions indicate the existence of Bhauma-Kara feudatories whose names
appear as the vijiapt, i.e. the person at whose request the grant was made. These include
Pulindardja, referred to in the Hindol plate of Subhiakaradeva, and rinaha Vinitatunga,
referred to in the two Talcher plates of Sivakaradeva. The vijiiapti of one of the Baud plates
of Tribhuvanamahddevi was one Sasilekhd, descnbed as the wife of
mahamandaladhipati!1® MangaleSvara (apparently a Bhauma-Kara feudatory) and as born
in the Virata famly and married into the Vragadi family. The Santiragrama plate of
Dandimahadevi state that the grant was made at the request of ranaka Apsarodeva, lord of
Yamagarta mandala.!!® Bhauma-Kara rule was brought to an end during the tenth century
by the Somavamsis.

Period III: The tenth to the mid-twelfth century
North and central Onissa

Between roughly the tenth and twelfth century C.E., epigraphic evidence indicates
the rule in parts of north and central Orissa of a series of kings whose names end 1n the
suffix ‘Bhafija.' The relanionship between the varnious groups of Bhaiija kings 1s not clear;
they may repiesent collateral ruling houses or a series of different lineages with a common
clan affiliation A hnk of this sort may be made between the Bhanjas of Dhrupura and the
Adi-Bhafjas, on the grounds that their inscriptions allude to the miraculous birth of the
progenitor of the famuly from the egg of a pea-hen, even though the Adi-Bhaija

nscriptions give a more elaborate version of the episode

The Bhaitjas of Khifijali-mandala

The Bhanjas of Khifjjali-mandala (referred to in some of the inscriptions as
Ubhaya-Khifjali or the two Khifijalis) are known from a sernes of copper plate grants, the
early ones issued from Dhrupura and the later ones from Vafjulvaka Consequently, the
Satrubhaiija and Ranabhafija whose grants were 1ssued from Dhrtipura are often referred to
as the early Bhafjjas of Khifjali-mandala, while their successors who ruled from
Vaijulvaka are described as the later Bhafjas of Khifijali-mandala

117 pamgrahi, Chronology of the Bhauma-Karas and thc Somavamiéis of Onssa, pp 27-29

118 Mahamandaladhipai was the utle of the ruler or governor of the terntonal umit known
as the mandala (sec Sircar, Indian__ Epigraphical _ Glossary, pp  179-80)

19 The specific term ‘vyadpu’ docs not occur i this case
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The find-spots of the inscriptions of the early Bhaijas of Khifjalh mandala he in
Balangir, Dhenkanal, Phulaban:, and Pun districts. This gives a rough idea of the area ruled
by these kings, the precise geographical connotations of the term Khifijali-mandala bemg
difficult to ascertain.120

Satrubhaiija, the son of §ri Silabhaiija alias §ri Angaddi, 1s not endowed with any
royal titles in his inscriptions His son Ranabhaiija bears the epithets rapaka, samadhigata-
pafica-mahasabda (one who has obtained the five sounds). mahdsimanta-vandita
(worshipped by the mahasamantas), and Ubhaya-Khiiijaly-adhipati (lord of the two
Khifijalis) till late in his reign, when 1n the Baud plates dated 1n his 54th and 58th regnal
years, he is given the utle of mahardja. Both Satrubhaiija and his son Ranabhaiija are
described in their inscriptions as belonging to the egg-born lineage or the lineage whose
progemitor was born of an egg (andaja-vam&Sa-prabhava). The matimonial relatons
between the early Bhanjas of Khiiijalt and the Kadambas of Karnataka are indicated by the
Patna plates of the time of Ranabharja, which record an endowment made by $ri Vijya
(Vidya), daughter of ranaha Niyarnama and probably a wife of Ranabhafja Niyarnama
has been identfied with the Kadamba ruler Nivarnava 12!

The Bharijas of Khifijali mandala seem to have been displaced from their onginal
territory by the Somavarhsis during the reign of Nettabhanja Kalyanakalada. Judging from
the provenance of their inscriptions, they moved into the Puri-Ganjam area, issuing their
copper plate charters from Vafjulvaka. Nettabhaija Kalyanakalada and Silabhaiija
Tribhuvanakala$a, the first two Bhaiija kings to issue their grants from Vanjulvaka, are not
endowed with any royal titles. and their successors claimed no title higher than ranaka and
mahdraja. D. C Sircar suggests that the Bhafijas of Vanjulvaka owed allegiance to the
Bhauma-Karas.!22

1200 R D. Banerpi (History of Orissa, 1° 166) idenufics the two Khifigalis with the terrtory
on both sidc of the Mahanadt niver. According to Rar Bahadur Himalal  ("Four Bhanjg
Copper-Platc  Grants,” El 18 (1925-26): 288-89, "Bhanja kings and ther country,” JBORS

16, pt 1, 1930 113-16), Khifjali corresponds 0 modern Keonghar  (Kendughar)  Binayak
Misra ("Copper Plate Grant of Nepabhafja,” JBORS 17, pt 1, 1930-31 105) adenufics north
Khifijah  with Higgali an Angul, and south Khifijah with Khigaripara i Baudh  According
to D C. Swcar ("The Bhafjas of Khifjah-Mandala,” 1HQ 28, no 3, September 1952 225.
26), 1t 1s possible that Khijall was ongmally the name of a wtact compnisng  parts of
Baudh, Soncpur, and Keonjhar regions, over which these Bhaijas mually ruled, and  tha
the same term continued to denote their termtory when they moved nto the Ganjam arca

121 This 1denufication 15 mportant as it places Ranabhadja as a comtemporary ol the
Kadamba king Niyamava, and gives an 1dca of the penod of the rule of the carlier Bhaiijas
of Khifjah mandala According to Swcar ("The Bhadjas of Khipjah-Mandala,” p 227), the
carly Bhafijas may be assigned roughly to the period 920-1025 CE

122 p C Sircar "Some Minor Dynasues of Ornissa,” OHRJ 2, no 2 (1953) 15-16
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The Bhaiija king of the Banpada inscription and his contemporaries

One of three nscriptions incised on the sides of a stone slab found in Pedagadi
village 1n Mayurbhanj district records a grant by a king whose name ends 1n 'Bharija.' The
name of the king 1s read as To[dhalbhaiija in D. C. Sircar's version of the text (although
Sircar states that the reading of the first part of the king's name is not certain),!23 and
Sa(Sa)trubhaiija by S. N. Rajaguru.124 The inscription has been assigned on palaeographic
grounds to the tenth-eleventh century. The two other inscriptions inscribed on the same slab
as the Bhaiija record refer to two kings who seem to have been roughly contemporaneous
with each other and the Bhafija ruler. They are Dhruvardjadeva and Kumaravarmaraja
(according to Rajaguru, the name of the latter is Kumira Dharmaraja alias Durgaraya'25).
D. C. Sircar sugzests that Dhruvardja and Kumaravarmaraja may have ruled over the
Mayurbhanj area, possibly from Khiching, prior to the rise of the family represented by the
Bhanja king of the Baripada inscription, and that the rule of this Bhafija family may 1n turn
have been displaced by the Adi-Bhafjas.126

The Adi-Bhaijas of Khijjinga-kotta
Ruling roughly contemporaneously with the Bhaiijas of Khifijali mandala was

another group of Bhafija kings who established their run zround the Mayurbhanj-
Kendujhar area.!?’” Most of the Adi-Bhafja inscriptions have been discovered in

122 D. C Swcar, "Three Inscriptions i Barpada Museum,” El 33, pt. 2 (Apnl 1959). 83-
84

124 Satyanarayan Rajaguru, "Three Stone Inscriptions of the Banpadz Muscum With Plates,”
OHRJ 1, no 2 (1952). 179.

125 ibid, pp 17879

126 Syrcar, "Three Inscnipions i Banpada Muscum,” pp. 84-85.

127 The dates 288 and 293 of thc Bamanghau and onc of the Adipur grants of Ranabhafja
have been vanously referred to the Ganga (R D. Banerp, History of Onssa, 1 181, C. C
Das Gupta, "Somec Notes on the Adi-Bhatjas of Khypnga Kotla, Earher Bhafijas of Khifijali-
Mandala, Bhafijas of Baud and Later Bhafijas of Khifijali,” ABORI 12, 1930-31. 245), Harsa
(B Misra, "Maurya Candragupta and Mayurbhany Rulers,” p. 427, R C Majumda, "Three
Copper-plate  grants  from  Mayurbhany,”  EI 25, 1939-40 153), and Bhauma-Kara (D C.
Sirccar, "Bhamja  Grant  from Khiching,” EI 30, 1954- 221) eras If the last hypothesis 1s
accepted, and of the Bhauma era 1s tahen to have commenced, as suggesied by Sircar :n 831
CE., the ycars 288 and 293 of the Bamanghau and Adipur plates of Ranabhafija would
correspond to 1119 and 1124 C. E respecuvely These dates, Swcar argues, are i fact
difficult 10 accept, because it as unbkely that the Adi-Bhafijas could have continued their
independent rule in the Mayurbhan) arca much after the echpse of the Bhauma-Karas by the
Somavamsis i the carly cleventh century and the conquest of north Orissa by Anantavarman
Codaganga n the carly twelfth century. Sircar also points out that the numbers in the grants
of Ranabhafija arc wntten n symbols (rather than in figures of the decimal system), and that
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Mayurbhanj district (two of the copper-plates were found in Singhbhum). Where the place
of issue is specified, 1t is Khijjimga-kotta,'?8 identified with modern Khiching in
Mayurbhanj district.129 Most of the Adi-Bhaiija kings do not claim any royal titles.130
There are, however, certain excepuons: Ranabhafija's postscripts to the two Adipur plates
of Narendrabhafija describe the former king as maharaja Ranabhafija, father of
Durjayabhafija, 1n the Adipur plate of the latter,!3! is given the title maharajadhiraja.
Satrubhafija's Kesari plate describes him as mahamandaladhipati,132 maharajadhiraja, and
parameS$vara as well as astasiti-sahasr-adhipati ('lord of 80,000,' evidently referring to that
number of villages).

According to the account contained in most of the Adi-Bhaiija inscriptions (the
exceptions being the Kesari plate of Satrubhaiija and the Adipur plate of Durjayabhaiija),
Ganadanda Virabhadra, the progenitor of the Adi-Bhaiija lineage (vamsa), emerged from a
peahen’s egg at the great penance-grove (maha-tapovana) of Kotyasrama/Kottasrama
/KautsaSrama!33 and was reared by the sage Vasistha. Kottabhafija, in all hkelihood the

this was a convention which appears to have become obsolete i Onssan inscriptions  before
the middle of the cleventh century Swrcar therefore suggests that the dates of the nscripions
may have been musrcad and may actually stand for 188 and 193 respecuvely, which,
referred to  the Bhauma-Kara era of 831 C. E, correspond to 1019 and 1024 C E
respecuively (Strcar, "Bhanja Grant From Khiching,” p 221) If, on the other hand, we take
the mual date of the Bhauma era to be 736 CE. (as suggesied by Rajaguru and Pamgrahi),
the ongmal rcadings of the dates of the Bamanghati and Adipur plaies of Ranabhaija
would wranslate as 1024 and 1032 CE respectively

128 Several Adi-Bhafija copper platc grants describe the king as ‘Khiyjinga-kotta-vasi' (a
resident of  Khigjinga-hoya)

129 g p Banerp, History of Orissa, 1 180.

130 The gencral absence of royal wtles led R. D. Banerp (ibid, p. 181) to suggest that the
status of the Adi-Bhaijas was onc of subordination to some other ruling house This 1s
refued by R C  Maumdar ("Three Copper-plate  grants from Mayurbhany," p  152-153).
Majumdar cites the three cases i which royal utes do appear in Adi-Bhafja 1nscripuons,
and argues that apart from this, the fact that the Adi-Bhafijas 1ssued their own royal charters
independently  with  their own scals makes a strong argument for the de facto independence
of these kings, the question of royal or impenal utles being of secondary importance,

1Bl Krishna  Chandra  Pamgrahi  ("Adipur copper-Plate  of Durjayabhanja,” EI 25, 1939-40.
173) suggests that the Adipur grant of Durjayabhafja 1s a forgery, drawn up n around the
fifteenth cenwry He bases this conclusion on the ncongruity of the text and style of the
Adipur plate with that of other Bhaija grants, as well as the reference in the scription to
Ranabhafija, the father of Durjayabhafija belonging to the Mivara (e, Mivdara/Mewar)
lneage (vam$a) The Bhafja clam of Rajput ongin was  fabricated mn the seventeenth or
cighteenth century (sc¢ R D Banerp, Mistory of Onssa, 1: 161-63).

132 Mahamandaladhpau was the utle of the mler or governor o. the terrtorial umit known
as the mandala (see Sircar, Indian  Emgraphical  Glossary, pp 179-80).

133 Hiralal ("Four Bhanja Copper-plate Gramts,” p.  300) idenuifies Kotasrama-tapovana
with Kuting, thity miles trom Banpada P. Acharya (quoted by R. C Majumdar in 'Three
Copper-plate - Grants  from Mayurbhany,” p 154, n  5) rejects  thuis  1denufication  on  the
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first historical king of the Adi-Bhafija family, is said to have been born in Virabhadra's
lineage (varhéa). The Kesari plates of Satrubhanja expand on this story and refer to the
88,000 sons of Virabhadra. On account of the prayer of these sons, Virabhadra is said to
have been protected by Ramadeva and made lord of 88, 000 villages !* The Adipur plate
of Durjayabhaiija skips the miraculous account of Virabhadra altogether, but does allude 1o
an aspect of the story in its description of Durjayabhafija's father Ranabhafja alias
Vibhramatunga as one who was reared by the sage Vasistha (Vasistha-mum-pahta).

Nettabhaiija of the Jurdda plates

A set of copper plates found at the site of the Svapne§vara temple in the hamlet of
Deula-Pedi in Ganjam district record a grant made by mahamandaleSvara Nettabhaiija,
grandson of mahamandale$vara Nettabhafija and son of Ranabhaiija. The plates were issued
from Kumarapura, which has been identified with Kumarpura village 1n the Berhampui
subdivision of Ganjam district.135

The Bhaiijas of Baudh

Two sets of copper plates of another group of Bhafija kings come from Phulabani
district, known previously as Baudh-Phulbani district (one set of plates was found in
Baudhgarh, while the other was in the possession of a Khond cultivator of Baudh) They
may be assigned on palazographic grounds to about the eleventh century 36 One of them 1s

grounds that therc are no remains of anuquues at Kuting  According to  Swcar ("Bhanja
Grant From Khiching,” p 224), KottiSrama may represent Khigpinga-kotta or a locality n ats
suburbs.

134 Binayah Misra (Maurya Candragupta and Mayurbhany Rulers,” p 423) mterprets  the
passagc 1n question 10 mean that Virabhadra was followed by 88,000 sages and  served
Ramadeva, and that he became lord of 88,000 willages

135 ¢ R. Knshnamacharlu, "The Jurada Grant of Nettabhanjadeva,” El 24, pt 1 (January
1937y 18

136 According to R. D. Banerp ("The Baud Plates of Kanakabhanj," JBORS 14, pt 1, 1928

119) the Baud plaics of Kanakabhafija arc a forgery Most other scholars bchicve the plates
to be genwne. There 15, however, conuderable disagreement  about  the  chronological
positon of the two Bhaija kings of Baudh and ther nscriptions B C Mazumdar ("The
Baud Charter of Kanaka-bhanja Dcva [Circa 1475 AD.J" JBORS 2, pt 3, 1916 366-67)
places the grant of Kanakabhafja mn 1475 C E. According to R D Bancrpr ("The Bhanja
Dynasty of Orssa,” JBORS 3, 1917- 323), Kanakabhafja may be placed in the beginnmg ol
the twelfth century. Charu Chandra Dasgupta ("The Baud Charter of Kanakabhafija,” 1HQ 9,
1933 759) assigns the plates of Kanakabhafija to the second half of the cleventh century
According to K. C Pamgrahi ("Baudh Plates of Salonabhanj,” EI 26, 194142 276), the
plates of Salonabhafja belong t0 the fourteenth century D C  Sircar ("Some  Minor
Dynasues of Orssa,” OHRJ_2, no 2, 1953: 20) suggests that Kanakabhafija probably ruled
around the closc of the cleventh century
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a grant of mahimandaleivara &ri Salona, son of Durjayabhafija who ruled from
Suvarpnapura  (modern  Sonepur!37), and grandson of Silabhaiija, the ruler of
Gandharavadi. The second nscription from Baudh is that of §riman Kanakabhaija, great-
grand-son of Salonabhafija, grandson of Durjayabhadija, and son of Ranabhaiija Both the
sets of Baud plates trace the ancestry of these Bhafija kings to the sage KaSyapa.

The Bhaiijas of Kolad”
Two sets of Bhafija copper plates belonging to about the eleventh-twelfth century

come from Antrigam village in Chatrapur division of Ganjam district. One is that of §ri
Y aSabhanja, described as samasta-Khifijah-des§-adhipat1 (lord of all Khifijali country) and
Jagadekamalla-vijayi (victorious over Jagadekamalla) 138 The other 1s that of rd)a
Jayabhanjadeva, who has the addimonal utle of mahamandaleSvara The genealogy of the
two rulers -- both are described as the grandsons of Virabhanja and the sons of
Rayabhaija, the grant of YaSabhanja taking the genealogy back further by two generations
-- suggests that the donors of the Antirnngam plates were brothers Tne plates of Jayabhafija
wetre isstued from Kolada-kataka, which has been identified with Kullada, about four mules

from Russellkonda 139

Udayavariha of the Bonai plate

An nscription found somewhere 1n the old Bonai state (in modermn Sundargarh
district) belongs to the time of a ruler nomed Udayavaraha. Udayavaraha bears the epithets
maharija, ranaka, and samadhigata pi -mahaSabda The grant traces the ancestry of
Udayavardha from rajd Uditavardha . so bears the title of rinaka), described as born

of the Mayura vamga. M as hailing fro . Cirakiita abode of the sage Vasistha (Vasistha-

137 panigrali, "Baudh  Plates of Salonabhanja,” p  277.

138 Jagadehamalla 1s idenufied by H  krshna Sastn (Ed., EI 18 290, n 1) with one of the
Calukya hngs  of  Kalyani, perhaps Jagadekamalla II or onc of his feudatories. Sirca
("Some  Mmor  Dynasties ot Onssa,”  pp  19-20) suggests  that  Jagadckamalla of  the
Anurigam  plates  could  have been  Jayasimha ] .gadckamalla I (101542 C. E) S. N.
Rajaguru ("More Light on the family of the Donce in Kapoleswar plates of Aniyankabhima
(1H," OHRI 13, no 2. July 1965 44-45) idenufiecs him  with Jagadckamalla alas  Vira
Pandyadeva, a teudatory of the western Calukya hang Jagadekamalla I, and suggests that he
was deleated by Yalabhamja acting as feudatory of Gajapat Amiyankabhimadeva 11

3% Tanmi Charan Rath "Anungam  Plates of Jaya-Bhanja-Deva,” EI 19 (1927-28) 42

WO H P Sawn ("Two copper-plates from the Swate of Bonai,” JBORS 6, 1920 242)

wentiies the Mavara family of  Udayavardha with a branch of the Bhafijas ruling over Tald
mandala  Binayakh Misra agrees with this conclusion, and asserty that the name of the state of
Mayurbhan) st eit proves that it owed s ongin to the Bhanja branch of the Mayira fanuly
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vasaka-S§ri-Citrakiita-vinirgata). and as a resident of Talli mandala (Talw-mandale

vastavya). Tejavaraha was born in Uditavardha's lineage (anvaya), and the tonmer was
succeeded by his son Udayavardha

Narendradhavala of the Madras Museum Plates

A set of copper plates, the onginal find-spot of which 1s unknown, records in detanl
a series of land transactions involving the village Tadesva(Sva)ra The village 1s desenbed
as situated 1n Khindarasimha (1 e Khindirairnga) formung part of Gonwnda or Momunda
mandala 1n the kingdom of Narendradhavala. The nscnption is of considerable interest as
1t is a kraya-§3sana (1e¢ a sale deed) Narendradhavale seems to have been 1oughly
contemporaneous with the earlier Bhafjas of Khifijah-mandala, and the Madras Museum

plates may tentatively be assigned on palaeographic grounds to the tenthcentury '

The Sulkis

In the course of the ninth or tenth century, the Sulki dynasty established its 1ule
over the area of modern Dhenkanal district The copper plate grants of the Sulkihings were
1ssued from Kodaloka, which has been tentativelv dentified with modern Koalu, about six
or seven miles from Talcher, on the left bank of the Brahmam nver min Dhenkanal
district 142 Only two of the Sulki grants are dated. the date of the Dhenhanal plate ol
Ranastambha has been variously read as Samvat 3, 83, 200, and 103, while the Hindol
plate of Kulastambha 1s dated 1n the fourth regnal year The epithet 'samadhigata-paiica-
mahidlabda’ or one of its variants (in the case of Kulastambha accompanied with the title
maharzja) with which most of the Sulki charters endow these kings, mdicate then

subordinate position vis-a-vis another unnamed ruling house 43 It may be noted, however,

Misra gocs on to suggest that the Bhafija family probably sprang from the Maurya fanuly A
third hypothesis that  he offers 15 that Udavavariha of the Bonar plaic may have been a
Savara king (Bmnayak Misra, “"Copper plate Grant of Nettabhafipa,” pp o 105-13) Al these
suggestions are highly  speculauve

141 p. €. Sircar, "Madras Muscum Plates of the Time of Narendradhavala,” L1 28 (1949-50)
45. It may also be pomted out that the Madras Muscum  plates refer 1w one  Silabhaiyg, who
may be denufied with the founder ot the Bhafja  dynasty  of  Khifjali-mandala  The
engraver of the plates -+ Padmanabha, son of the merchant (vamik) Pandi, and an inhabiant
of Gadhatapiu -- may, further, be identificd  with the  merchant-goldsnith - (vanik-
suvarnahdrd)  Padmanabha, son  of Pandi, who  engraved the  Sonpur  plates ol ranaba
Ranabhaiija

142 D C. Swcar and P Acharya, "Hindol Plae of Kulastambhy," EI 28 (1949) 112

143

Madras, 18, pt. 1. Scptember 1948  45) suggests that the Sulkis mz])_' have been senu-
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that two of the Sulki grants -- the Talcher plate of Rapastambha alias Kulastambha, and one
of the Dhenkanal plates of Jayastambha -- endow the royal dcnor with a melange of
imperial and subordinate titles maharajadhiraja and parama-bhattdraka 1n addition to
samadhigata-panca-mahdSabda 1n the first case, and mahdrajadhiraja and samadhigata-
paiica-mahatabda 1n the latter. In another grant of Jayastambha, the title maharajadhirija
appears without the subordinate titles. Several Sulki charters speak of the kings of this
family as lord of all the Gondramas, the exact imphcation of which is not certain. 144 In his
Bhimanagar and Pun plates, Kulastambha 1s described as lord of all the Gondramas with
Sankhajou forming the borderland of his kingdom. Sankhajoti has been 1denufied with the
Sankha river in the Sundargarh region, 145

The Tungas
Another set of rulers whose 1nscriptions have been found n the Dhenkanal area and

may be assigned on palaeographic grounds to the tenth-eleventh century. are the Turigas. 146

independent rulers owmng  allegunce 10 the Bhauma-Karas He  bases this hypothesis on the
datc of the Dhenkanal plawe of Ranastambha (read by him as 103), which, according 10 him,
has to be referred 1o the Bhauma-Kara era

M Haraprasad  Sastn ("Scven  Copper-plate Records  of Land  Grants  from  Dhenkanal,”
JBORS 2 pt 4, 1916 401, 409 saw herein a reference to the Gond tribe This has been

retuted by Narayan Tnpathy ("Two  Sulht Plates,” JBORS 16, pts 3 & 4, 1930 455), who
argues  that Gondrama was  a geographial term applied 10 a porbon  of the hilly wacty
extending  from Bona Bamira 10 Jaypur According to Sircar and Acharya ("Hindol plaic of
Kulistambha" p 110, n 2 Gondrama may be when to mean rouehly the same as the Oriva
‘Gadwata,” denoting  the arca covered by the old feudatory states H o Kulke (" Early Sute
Formaton  and  Royal Legitimanon  m Late Anaent Onssa,”  p 111) has revived the
suggestion  that - Gondrama  referred o the county of the Gond  tnbe, which may  be
dentificd  wih - the Pallahara area Kulke  also suggests bid . p 111} that  the Sulkis
probably belonged 10 the  Saulkiha  tnibe, menuoned 1n the Mdarkandeya Purana as hving
between  the Kahingas and  Cedis of Dakwina Kosila  Kulke does not, unfortunately cie the
passage  where this reference occurs  According 1o D C Sicar's compilauon of the Pauranic
st of peoples (Stuches _in__the Geography _of Ancient _and _Medieval _India, p 35, n 4), the
Salkas or Sihikas, who arc mentioned i the Purdinas, can be dentfied with the Sogdians
bving to the north of the Oxus niver, they not seem o have been refated o the Sulkis of
Onssa The Brahmanda  Purina_reters 1o the Saulikas, who arc menuoned along with the
Paurikas  (the people of Puri - the Konkan region) and the Maulikas (people of Milaka,
the arca around Paithan on the Godavart in Aurangabad district Maharashira)  (Sircar, ibid
p 39, n 8 Whether of not the Sulkis of Omsa were related 0 them 15 a mater of
conpeeture

S p ¢ Sircar, "Pun Plate of Kulastambha,” EI 29, pt 6 (1952) 167

MO 1t may ke noted that  the meanmgs of the word "Tunga’ include promment, erect, lofty,
bgh, an clevavon, hight, and mountun (Mon __ Will, pp  449-50) This may perhaps be
related o the hufly terrain m which the hings bearing  this name established therr  domain
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The Khargaprasada plate of Vmitatungais dated in year 161 of an unnamed era 47 One of

the Talcher plates of Gayadatunga was issued from Jayapura-hotta, the other Talcher plate
and the Asiatc society plate of Gayadatunga and the Bonai plate of Vinitatunga trom a hill
called Mahgparvata (or a City situated on this hill), and the Khargaprasada plate of
Vitatunga from Ri(r)yivasaka (1dentified with Mahavindyaka on the borders of Cuttack
and Dhenkanal districts!*®), where there1s a hiil called Mahdparvata Yamagarta-mandala,
over which the Tunga seem to have ruled, has been identified with Jamgadia m Angul o1
Jommurda 1n the old Pal-Lahara State 14%

The Tunga rulers did not claim titles higher than maharaja, mahasamant-adhipau,
and rdnaka, and also bore the subordinate epithet samadhigata-pafca-mahasabda or
samadhigat-aesa-mahaSabda Vinitatunga 1s described 1n his grants as the lord of all o1 the
eighteen Gondramas The genealogical portion of the Tunga grants trace the hneage trom
rdja (king) Jagattunga of the Sandilya gotra, who belonged to a famuly orginally residing at
Rohitagin (generally identified with Rohtasgarh in the Shahabad district of Bihar!59)

Jayasimhadeva

An mscription from Dhenkanal district, dated 1n Sarhvat 99 or 93, speaks of a ruler
named Jayasimhadeva Jayasimhadevabears the titles of pripta-panca-mahadabda (one who
has obtained the five tounds) and sakala-Gondram-adhipatr (lord of all Gondrama)
According to Hara Prasad Shastri’s interpretation, the grant was issued from the tamily

residence at Manddkini (Mandikini-kula-vasaka),!51 but Bmayak Misra suggests that the

47 D, C. Swcar ("Grants of Gayadatunga,” EL 34, pt 2, Apnl 1961 92) supgests that this
datc refers 1o the Bhauma cra and that the Tungas, like the Sulkis, were semi-independent
feudatories of the Bhauma-Karas The name of a feudatory called Vintatunga occurs o the
two Talcher plates of Sivakara 11

48 A K Rath, 'The Khargaprasida Copper Plae of Vimtatwnga,” OHRJ 11, no 4 (1963

245.

149 Binayak Misra, Dynastics of Mediacval Ornssa (New Delti Ramanand Vidya  Bhawan,
1933), p 40. It may be menuoned that A K Rath ("The Khargaprasada Copper Plaie of
Vintatunga,” pp  243-44) 1s of the opmon that the Tungas were onginally ruling over the
arca  of Samasta-Gondrama, and that Vinitatunga, after defeatng  an cwemy kg of
Yamagarta-mandala, amexed the termmtory of  the lauer to his kingdom  Rath  bases his
hg' othesis on his nterpretation of 11 69 of the Khargaprasad inscripuon

1Y See, for mstance, R D Banerp, "Talcher Plale of Gayadatungadeva,” JPASB, NS 12
(1916) 291 N K. Sahu (“Talcher Copper Plate Grant of Sn Gayada Tunga,” OHRI 7, no 1,
Apnl  1958: 67), howcver, prefers o idenufy Rohitagin with Ratagarh o the  Cutack
distict of Orissa

51 Hara Prasad Shasr, "Seven Copper-plate Records of Land  Grants from Dhenkanal,” pp
418-19.
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passage in queston indicates that Jayasirnha obtained the five great sounds from a person
restding on the banks of the Mandakini (Mandikini-kula-vasakat prapta-panca-mahaSabda).
Misra 15, thus, of the opinion that it was the overlord of Jayasihhade va who resided on the
banks of the Mandakini river. He suggests that Jayasimha was probably a feudatory of a
ruler residing at Jajpur, probably a Bhauma king, and that this hypothesis is corroborated
by the fact that there 1s a stream called Mandakini flowing through Jajpur, and that the grant
of Jayasirhha, like the inscriptions of the Bhauma rulers, is dated in the regnal year of an

unnamed era 152

The Nandodbhavas
The Nandodbhavas appear to have ruled over parts of Dhenkanal and the adjoining

areas of Cuttack and Pun districts some time durning the tenth-eleventh century. The

Daspalla plate of Devanandadeva is dated in year 184, and the Jayapur or Talmul plate of
Dhruvanandadeva in the year 281 or 193 of an unnamed era The political centre whence

the Nandodbhava copper plate grants were issued was Jayapura (idenufied with Jaipur

village in Dhenkanal district!3?) The titles assumed by Deviananda include mahasamani-

adhipati,’>* parama-bhaptarak a-samadhigata-pafica-mahasabda, !> rapaka. mahirdja. and

mahasamant-adhipati-vandita-parama-bhatiraka, 136 those of Dhruvananda include parama-
bhattaraka, samadhigata-panca-mahdSabda, and mahasamant-adhipaun. The genealogy

commences with Jaydnanda, born in the Nandodbhava family and described as having
subdued the whole of Gondrama

152 Binayak Misra, Dynastes of Mediacval Onssa, 23-26

153 K C Pamgrahi, "Banpada Muscum Plate of Devanandadeva,” E! 26 (1531-42). 77.

154 According to D C. Sircar ("Two Plates of Devanandadeva,” ElL 27, 194748 326),
mahdimant-adhipatt was a utle used 1 the post-Gupta peniod, indicating a feudatory of the
foremost rank  wnder an impenal ruler

155 Thie could mean ‘one who hay obtamned the five sounds from the parama-bhatiaraka, 1e.
his overlord® On the other hand, parama-bhatdraka and samadhigata-pafica-mahasabda  could
be two scparate epihets of Devanandadeva himself  Swcar (bid, p 326) suggess that the
ambiguty may have been  intentional

156 Ty epithet could have two meantngs a paramoun! king worshipped by the lords of the
mabduamantas, 1e by one or more feudatory, or a lord of the mahasamantas  who
worshipped s overlord
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Vira-Pracandadeva

Another ruler who had established himself 1n the Dhenkanal area in the tenth or
eleventh century was Vira-Pracandadeva of the Kulika hneage (varn$a).!37 His copper plate
grant was found in Chittalapur village in the Hindol subdivision of Dhenkanal distnet 158

The Somavamiis

In the tenth century CE., the Somavamsis of South Kosala (the modern Raipur-
Bilaspur-Sambalpur area) expanded their dominions and came to carve out an empire that
included large parts of northern and central Orissa. The inscriptions of these kings have
been found in the Balangir, Sambalpur, Baleshwar, Cuttack, and Pun districts The copper
plate grants of the Somavamiis were issued vanously from tne following polincal centres
Suvarnapura (dentified with  Sonepur!®), Murasima or Murasima (idenufied with
Mursing 1n the Jarasingha zamindan of the old Patna State, now in Balangir district!o),
Arama, Vimitapura (dentified with Binka 1n the old Sonepur Statel!), Yayatinagara
(dentfied with Jaypur!®?), Kisarakella (1denufied with Kesarkela village, about six miles

east of Balangir'®?) and Va(?)mandapatt

T may be noted that the Kulikas are menuoned n several copper plate grants of the Palas
ol Bengal (eighth 1o twelfth century) They are menuoned along with  the Gaudas, Malavas,
Khasas, Hanas, Karnatas, and Lawas  In the opimion of several scholars (sce, for instance, D
C  Swcar, Indian Epigraphy, p 133), some or all of these terms refer to milnary contingents
recrunted from amongst these people mto the Pala army  The geographical location of these
Kulikas 1s not certaun Accordmg 1o D C Swrcar (Indian__ Epigraphy, p  367), they seem o be
the same as the Kulyas who are mentioned in the Purdnas, and may be idenufied with the
people of Kulait o the upper Ravi valley

158 Satyanarayan  Rajaguru, “Hindol Plate of Prachandadeva of Kulika-Vams$a,” OHRJ 12,

no 1 (1964) 48

1 D C Siar and P C Rath, "Kalibhana Copper-platc Inscnipuons of the Somavami
King  Maha-Bhavagupta I Janamejanya,” _THQ 20 (1944) 246

160 yiud p 240

161 D € Siwcar, "Balangir Muscum Plates of MahaGivagupta 1 Yayau, Regnal Ycar 8,"
JASBL 19 (1953) 118

162 According to Panmigraht (Chronology  of _the  Bhauma-Karas and _ the  Somavamsis _ of
Orissy, pp 13-15), there were two  Yayaunagaras, one suuated in South Kosala and the other
-- Abhmava or the new Yaydtinagara -- established afier the occupation of Orissa by Yayau
I The latter Yaydunagara, according to Pamigrahi, can be identifiecd with modern Jajpur A
problem  that  arnses  with s adeatfication 18 that 1n the Cuttack museum  plates  of
Mahabhavagupta  Bhimaratha  (no 18) and the Khandpara plates  of  Mahdlivagupla
Dharmaratha (no 20), Yayaunagara -- apparently the one 1 Omssa -- 15 said o be located
on the Mahanawr nver Jajpur v siwuated on the niver Vailarani, not on the Mahanads D C
Sircar ("Note on Rawmagin Plates of Somavamsi Karna,” EL 33, pt 6, 1960 271-72) suggests

that this was a confusion ansmg out of the fact that the ongmnal Yayaunagara -- locawed at

Binha m the old Soncpur Stte -- way situated on the Mahanadi Sircar credits Yayau [ with

csablishing  the  finnt Yaydunagara and Yayau II with cstablishing the second cty of that
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The Somavarnsi nscriptions record grants of land situated in Kosala-desa (1e.
south Kosala), Odha/Odn (i e Odra) desa, and Uttara and Daksina Tosali, indicating their
rule over these areas 164 All the kings of this dynasty are endowed in their inscriptions with
titles of paramountcy such as parama-bhattaraka, maharajadhiraja, and parames$vara. They
are said to belong to the Soma famuly (kula), and all except the last few kings of this line
claim the epithet of Trikaling-adhipau (lord of Trikalinga).}3 The Sonpur plates of Kumara
Somesvara describe him as having the Atreya gotra and a three-rsi pravara. 166

That the Somavaméis had a matrimomal alhiance with the Bhuuma-Karas 1s known
from the Baud plates of the Bhauma-Kara queen Prthvimahadevi, which describe her as the
daughter of Svabhavatunga of Kosala. D. C. Sircar suggests that the Somavarmsi king in
question was Yayati MahaSivagupta I alias Svabhavatunga.!67 According to Pamigrahi, on
the other hand, the Svabhavatunga of the Baud plates was Janamejaya I 168 It 15 possible
that Prthvimahadevi attainea the Bhauma-Kara throne with the help of her father after the
death of her husband Kusumihira (Subhiakara IV) and his brother Lalitahara (Sivakara II),
setting aside the claims of the latter's sons 169 Panigrahi suggests that Janamejaya killed the
reigning Bhauma-Kara king and placed his daughter Prthvimahadevi on the throne. 179

The Somavamsi inscriptions indicate the various mihitary successes of these kings.
The union of South Kosala and Utkala was achieved in the tenth century by either Yayati |
or Yayau Il 17! The Balangir Museurn plates of the eighth year of Yayat I (no 13) seem to

name after the conquest of Uthala According to S N. Raaguru (10, 4 373), however,
Yayaunagara should be 1denuficd with a place on the banks of the Mahanadi near Kanulo
in  Khandapara subdivision, where  the remamms of many ancient monuments have been
discovered

163 L P Pandcya, "The Mahakosala Historical Socrety's Plates of
Mahabhavaguptarajadeva,” EI 22 (1933-34) 136

164 South Kosala comprised the modern Raipur, Balaspur, and Sambalpur tracts, Odra, 1 this
period, scems to have referred to the termtory lying between south Kosala i the west and
the coastal arca on the cast (Ganguly, Historical Geography _and Dynasuc  History of Onissa,
p. 57) Uuara or north Tosali included Baleshwar and parts of Cuttack and Medinipur
distncts, while Dahsina or south Tosali comprnisecd Pun and parts of Cuttack and Gunjam
districts

165 See supra, n 40

166 D. C Sucar, "Two Inscnptions from Kelga," EI 28, pt 2 (July 1950) 325, 1. 29-30 Sce
chap 1II on gowtra and pravama

167 p C Sirar, "The Later Somavamsis,” OHRJ 1, no. 4 (January 1953); 290-91.

168 Panigrahi, Chronology of the Bhauma-Karas and the Somavamsis of Onssa, pp. 7-8

169 Sircar, "The Later Somamamsis,” pp  290-91

170 Pamigrahi, Chronology of the Bhayma-Karas and Somavarh§is of Ornssa, p 6

171 pamgratt (ibid pp 31-32) gwes Yayau I the credu for effecung the unmion between

south Kosala and Utkala D. C  Siwrcar ("The Later Somavam$is,” pp 293-95) and Rajaguru
(10, 4 381) aunbute this achicvement to Yayau I
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refer to this king's victorious military campaign against the Caidyas or Cedss (1.¢ Kalacuris)
and state that his son devastated the Dahali country ruled by the Ced: king Durgarija 172

The Jatesinga and Dungn plates of Yayati I (no. 21) refer to his having estabhshed
himself as the lord of Kalinga, Kongoda, Utkala and Kosala, his conquest of Karnita, Lata,
the Gurjara and Dravida country, his denuding the Kanci country of 1ts glory, and his
victorious assaults against Gauda and Radha. He is further descnibed as having ataimned the
position of Trikaling-adhipatt (lord of Tnkalinga) by means of his own arms 7} The
Narsinghpur plates of Yayati II's son UdyotakeSari refer to the former as having become
the king of the countries of Kosala and Utkala.!” The Brahme$vara temple stone
inscription of the time of UdyotakeSari describes how the troubles that beset the
Somavarhsi kingdom after the death of Rajamalla came to an end when Yayau 11 aliay
Candihara, elevated to the throne by the muimsters (amatyas), made secure both the
kingdoms (1.e. Utkala and Kosala) 175 Significantly, the Narasinghpur plates reter to the
mahasandhivigrahin (mimnister of peace and war) Rudradatta as the mahasandhivigrahin ot
both Utkala and Kosalal’® (his predecessors are referred to as the mahasandhivigrahins of
Kosalaalone). This inscription also describes UdyotakeSari as having defeated the kings of
Dahala, Odra, and Gauda 177

The power of the Somavamsi dynasty seems to have dechned after the reign of
Udyotakegari. The Ratnagin plates of one of his successors, Karna, atlude 1n vague terms
to the military achievements of his immediate predecessors: Janamejaya, the grandson of
Y ayati, is said to have threatened the Naga king; his son Puranjaya s said to have mspued
fear 1n the kings of Gauda, Dahala, Kalinga, and Vanga 78 The utle Trikaling-adhipat was
replaced by the modest title Paicima-Lank-adhipat (lord of PaScima-Lankii),!? and the

172 p, C. Swcar, "Balangir Muscum Plates of MahaSivagupta 1 Yayau, Regnal Ycar 8, pp.
119-120, 123-124, N0 43-50 Pamgrahi (Chronology of the Bhauma-Karas and Somavamis
of Orissa, p. 3) rcads the namc of the Cedi king as Yuvardja, and identifics fum with the
Katacuri king Yuvardja I (915945 C.E)

173 Rajaguru, 10, 4' 219-20, 1. 13-16

17 (1930-31): 16, 1I 21-25,

175 Rajaguru, 10, 4 246, vv 7, 8

176 ybid, p. 19, I 71-73

177 Rajaguru, 10 4 247, v 10

178 Dcbala Mutra, "Ratnagiri Plates of Somavamst Kamma,” EI 33, pt 6 (Apnl 1960) 266,
vw  13-15

179 Pascima-Lankd, literally 'the western asland,’ must have been localed  somewhere 1n
south Kosala (D. C Sircar, "Two Inscriptions From Kelga," p. 323).

64

th



epithet maharajadhiraja by kumaridhirja in the Sonpur plates of Kumira Somesvara. 180
Somavarhéi rule 1in lower Orissa was ulumately displaced in the early twelfth century by
the Ganga king Anantavarman Codaganga, while 1t 1s likely that it was the Kalacuris, the
Chindaka-Nigas of Bastar and their Telugu-Coda feudatories who were responsible for the

elimination of Somavarnsi rule in upper Orissa.181

South and north Onissa
The impenal Gangas (inscre~tions no. 41-77)

The process of the consolidation and expansion of the Gafiga empire which
culminated in the conquest of north Orissa and its unification with the southern homeland
of the Gangas seems to have been initiated 1n the early tenth century by the predecessors of
Vajrahasta 111 82 These kings are often referred to as the impenial Gangas, 1n order to
distinguish them from their predecessors, although they seem to have belonged to the same
famuly or to a branch of the same family as the earlier Gangas of Kalinganagara. From the
time of Anantavarman of the Mandasa plates (no. 45), the inscriptions of the impenal
Ganga kings are dated in the Saka era of 78 C.E. rather than the Ganga era The 1nscriptions
of Vajrahasta 111 and his successors contain an elaborate prasasti which includes the date
(in chronograms)!¥3 of their consecration (abhiseka) and the length of their rule Thus,
Vajrahasta 11 15 known to have ruled between 1038-1070 C.E., his son Rijaraja 1
Devendravanman between 1070-1078 C.E., and Rajargja’s son Anantavarman Codaganga
between 1078-1147 C.E.

180 ybid, p. 325, I 6-7 Kumdra Some$vara 1s said to have 1ssued this grant after the end of
the rule of Abhimanyu who had been established i the kingdom presentcd 10 him by
Udyotakelari  According to Sircar (ibhd, pp 323-24) Abhimanyu may have been assigned
to rule over the dommions of the Somavaméis that lay in south Kosala by UdyotakeSari
Mahabhavagupta 1V, the latter conunuing to rule over Utkala He argues that the purpose of
this arrangemant may have been 10 safeguard the Somavamii dominions from  the Chindaka-
Naga and Telugu-Coda mnroads into Kosala and the Ganga inroads into Utkala

181 Syrcar, "The Later Somavamsis,” pp 296-300

182 The inseripuions of Vaprahasta 11 suggest that onc of his ancestors -- Vajrahasta, son of
Gunamaharnava -- united under hiy rule five branches of the Ganga family and their
domimions.  See, for nstance, Sten Konow, “Narasapatam Plates of Vajrahasta 11, Saka-
Samvat 967," EI 11(1911-12) 149, v 1,

13 For invtance, the Arasavalll grant of Vajrahasta (no 49) was made m the Saka year
hara-vasu-mdht’ The words 1n this chronogram  stand for the numerals 2, 8, and 9
respectively . The reversal of the order of these numerals gives us the date of the crant --
Saka 982 (On the use of chronograms in ancient mscrnipuions, see Sircar, Indian  Epigraphy,
pp 22839
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Copper plate grants of Vajrahasta III and his immediate successors have been found
mainly in Ganjam and Srikakulam districts, while those of Anantavarman Codaganga have
also been found further north in Puri distnct.184 Except for the Andhavaram, Pondutu, and
Narasapatam plates (nos. 41, 42, 46) which were 1ssued from Dantapura, all the grants ot
the imperial Gangas (where the place of 1ssue is specified) were issued from Kalinganagara
(modern Mukhalingam). It seems, however, that Anantavarman Codaganga shitted his
capital to Cauduara Kataka (modern Chaudwar) or Abhinava Yayatinagara (modern Jajpur)
after his conquest of Utkala in about 1112 C.E..18

The copper plate inscriptions of the kings of this family contain an elaborate
praSasti. The titles with which this endows them 1nclude parama-bhattaraka,
maharajadhird)a, and Trnikaling-adhipati. The imperial Gangas claim to have belonged to the
Atreya gotra

The imperial Ganga inscriptions give two versions of the gencalogy of the lincage
The shorter version of the earhier inscriptions was amphified and given a more grandiose
form during the reign of Anantavarman Codaganga The prasasti of two of Anantavarmian
Codaganga's grants (one of the Korni sets and one of the Vizagapatam sets, no. 65 and 68)
traces the Ganga genealogy to the god Ananta (Visnu) The account goes on to state that
Turvasu (whose descent from the god 1s demonstrated), son of Yayit and grandson ol
Nahusa, practised austenities for many years in order to obtain a son In this manner, he
propitiated the rniver Ganga and obtained a son named Gingeya, the progenitor of the Gang-
anvaya (Ganga lineage) 13¢ Codaganga's mscriptions also refer to one of this king's
ancestors named Kolahala, who built the city named Koldhalapura in Gangiavad visaya
This account suggests the migrauon of the Gangas from the Karnataka area According 1o
the account, Kamarnava, who belonged to Kol@hala's lineage, left Kolahalapura, artived
with his brothers at Mahendragiri, and worshipped the deity Gokarnasvamin thercon Then,
accompanied by his four younger brothers, he defeated Sabaraditya, and conquered the
Kalingas 187

184 11 may be nowed that a large number of inscnipuons belonging o the reigns of the
mpenial Ganga kings, mostly n the Telugu language and/or script and nscnbed on temple
walls, have been found in varous parts of Andhra Pradesh  These nscnptions have  not
been drawn on for this study

185 Rajagur, 10, 3, pt 2 299

186 See, for example, J F. Fleet, "Vizagapatam Copper-Plaic  Grant of  Anantavarma-
Chodagangadeva  Saka-Samvat  1040," 1A 18 (1889) 166, 11 1-19

187 ybid, 1L 35-49 The name Sabardditya suggests a conncction with the Savara tribe
Sabaraditya may have been a chict of this tribe
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The military expansion of the imperial Gangas may have been assisted by an
alliance with the Colas. Rajasundari, the mother of Anantavarman Codaganga, and Coda-
mahadevi, one of his queens, were Cola princesses 188 According to D. C. Sircar, the
imperial Gangas may have been regarded by the Cola monarchs as their subordmate
allies.189 This is suggested, he states, by the fact that while Rajardja Cola (985-1016 C.E.)
claims to have conquered Ven, i (ruled at the time by the eastern Calukyas) and Kalinga,
probably some time before 1003 C.E., the inscripuons of Rajendral (1012-1044 C.E ) refer
to the subjugation of Gdra and Kosala, which were under Somavariéi rule at this tume, but
not to any conflict with the ruler of Kalinga.1%0 Subsequently, Kulottunga Cola I twice
despatched armies against Kalinga -- the first attack, which probably occurred shortly aftes
1076 CE., was repulsed by the Ganga king Rajardja 1, the second attack, which occurred
early in the reign of Anantavarman Codaganga, was successful 191 Anantavarman
Codaganga succeeded, however, in recovering some of the lost territory and m establishing,
for some time, Ganga suzerainty upto the Godavart. Some time before 1134 ClIE,
Kullotunga Cola I1 and his feudatories ousted the Gangas from the Godavan district 192

Anantavarman Codaganga made several inroads into Bengal, conung mto confhict
with the Palas. In the period when the power of the Palas was waning, Codaganga defeated
the ruling chief of Mandara, sacked his capital Aramya (identified with modern Arambagh
in Hooghly district), and pursued him upto the banks of the Ganga '3 Further northwards
and westwards expansion of the Ganga empire was nhibited by the presence of the
Kalacuri king Ratnadeva Il of south Kosala, and Paramara Laksmadeva of Malava 194
Kalinga was amalgamated with Utkala by Anantavarman Codaganga probably some ume
around 1112 C.E.195 A Telugu mscription found at Srikurmam states that this Ganga king
succeeded 1n extending his empire from the Gautami (Godavart) to the Bhagirath

188 11 may bc noted that the mmperial Gangas alo had matnmonial relations with the
Hathayas and Calukyas (Rajagury, 1O, 3, pt. 2. 382-83).

189 D, C Swcar, "Alagum Inscription of Anantavarman: Regnal Year 62," El 29, pt 2 (Apr
1951).  46-47.

190 jpud

181 p. C Ganguly n R C Maymdar, gen. ed, History and _Culture of the _Indian _People,
vol §5: The Stugple for Empire, 2d ed., 1966, p. 205

192 ypud., p. 206

193 4hid

194 1byd.

195 Rajagury, 10, 3, pt. 2. 394.
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(Godavari), after which he pleased the gods, the rsis, the pitrs (ancestors), and the
Brahmanas by distributing charities. 196

Apart from the grants issued by the imperial Ganga kings themselves, there are
sever.i inscriptions that record grants made by Ganga feudatories, official functionaries,
and mulitary chiefs (nayakas). The donor of the Simhipura plates (no. 43) was ranaka
Dharmakhedi of the Kadamba family (kula),!®7 residing in Jayantyapura, whose titles
include paiica-visaya-mandalesvara (lord of five visayas and of a mandala) and Mahendr-
adhipati (lord of Mahendra). The donor of the Mandasa plates (no. 45) was ranaka
Dharmakhedi of the Kadamba family established at Jayantyapura, and endowed with the
titles of paiica-visay-adhipati and mahamandalesvara. The Chicacole plates of the time of
Madhukavarnava (no. 44) record a grant made by Laksmana Ramadeva of the Kudalavana
or Kubhalavasa family (kula), ruler of Cincali Pattyapura lying to the west of Tnkhala in
Kaiinga-mandala. The Madagrama plates (no. 54) of the time of Devendravarman!98 record
a grant of ranaka Sri Bhimakhedi, son of Dharmakhedi, evidently a Kadamba feudatory
(bearing the epithets of mandaiika and samadhigata-pafica-mahasabda). Vanapati, the donor
of the Dirghasi inscription (no. 56), appears to have been a comander-in-chszf of the forces
of the king Réjaraja. The stone inscription of the time of Devendravarman at Gara (no. 59)
records the gift of fifty cows by a military chief (ndyaka) named Peddallu Gokana nayaka
to defray the cost of a perpetual lamp for the deity Narayanadeva. The Alagum inscription
of the time of Anantavarman Codaganga (no. 72) records the an endowment (after
purchase) of land and money in favour of the deity GartteSvara made by Kamandi,

described as a disapati (perhaps a governor of a territorial unit) hailing from the country of
the Colas.

Summary

The political history of Orissa in the ancient and early medieval penods was
characterized by swiftly changing political configurations -- the rise to power of new
lineages, some very short-lived, leading to the eclipse, displacement, or subjugation of older
ones and the co opting of their territory. The geographical contours and foci of kingdoms
were being constantly redefined in the face of military victories anc -versals.

196 Rajaguru, 10 3, pt. 1: 174-75.

197 As pomted out earher, the Kadambas seem to have been a branch of the wesiern
Kadambas of the Kanaresc country.

198 There 1s a controversy over whether this Devendravarman belonged to the Svetaka or
Kaluiganagara line of the Gangas. Swucar ("Noie on the Madagrama Grant of
Devendravarman and Bhimakhed:,” pp. 53-56) believes he was a Svetaka Gaiiga king.
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From the fourth century onwards, there is evidence of the emergence and
proliferation of kingdoms all over Orissa.!% The following early centres of political
developmentcanbeidentified:

1. Kalinga, which, from the late fifth century onwards comprised Srikakulam and
south Ganjam districts, and included the Vamsadharaand Nagavali river valleys.

2. Uttara Tosali (which roughly corresponded to Utkala), which comprised
Baleshwar and parts of Cuttack and Medinipur districts, and included the northemn part of
the Mahandi delia as well as the deltaic and lower sections of the Brahmani and Vaitarani
valleys.

3. Daksina Tosali (which corresponded roughly to north Kalinga as well as to
Kongoda, the latter comprising the Puri-Ganjam area), which included Puri and parts of
Cuttack and Ganjam districts, and, thus, the southem part of the Mahanadi delta and the
Rishikulyavalley.

4, Daksina Kosala, which comprised modern Raipur, Bilaspur, and Sambalpur
districts, and included the upper valleys of the Mahanadi and its tributaries.

Certain areas in north and in the highlands of the interior seem to have witnessed
sustained political development at a later date, especially after the ninth or tenth century:200

1. Khiiijali-mandala, which appears to have comprised parts of Balangir,
Dhenkanal, and Phulabani districts, and included the middle course of the Mahanadi and
the Tel valley. The Gondrama country appears to have been located within this area,
particularly around Dhenkanal district.

2. Khijjinga, which comprised the Mayurbhanj and Kendujhar districts, and
included the upper Vaitarani valley.

The period from the fourth to the seventh centuy C.E. may be seen as an incipient
phase of sustained monarchical state formatior: in Orissa. In this period, some of the
dynasties of this area owed political allegiance to dynasties outside Orissa. The kings of

199 1 may be noied that in the preceding period, few such centres of political development
can be identified. In the tird century B.CE, Orissa came under Mauryan rule. The Separate
Rock Edicts of Afoka at Dhauli and Jaugada indicate that the headquarters of Asokan rule in
Kalinga were located at Tosali (in or around Dhauli in Puri district) and Samapa (in the
victnity of Jaugada n  Ganjam district). The political centres of Mauryan rule in  Orissa
were, thus, located in the Mahanadi delta area and the lower Rishikulya valley, In about
the furst century B.CE., the political centre of the kingdom of Khiravela of the Cedi dynasty
was probably locaied around Bhubaneswar and the Mahanadi delia area.

00 The few instances of political activity in these areas in an earher period are provided by
the Asanapat nscripuon of Satrubhafija, the Sitabhinji inscripion of Di$abhafija  (both
probably belonging 10 about the fouth century), and the Russellkonda and Baudh grants of
Negiabhafja  (eighth  century).
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this period generally assumed no title higher than mahardja (the exception is Charamparija
of the Khandipada Nuapalli plates). Between the seventh and the mid-tenth century, there
were still & multiplicity of dynastic groups ruling over the various parts of Orissa.
However, while n the first half of the seventh century there is evidence of the
subordination of some dynastic groups of Onssa to outside powers, this ceases to be the
case in the second half of the seventh century. The articulation of the 1deology of kingship
as expressed in the royal prasasti becomes more elaborate after this period, with grander
titles and epithets, as well as the significant appearance of dynastic origin myths, 2!

During the period urder review, certain dynasties were able to carve out relatively
large kingdoms. In Period II (seventh to tenth centry), this was accomplished by the
Sailodbhavas and Bhauma-Karas. In Period I (the tenth to mid-twelfth century), whilc
minor kingdoms persisted on the peripheries, the Somavarhiis and the impenal Gangas
united through conquest large parts of Orissa, and came to establish kingdoms that
incorporated large parts of Orissa. The prasastis and royal epithets of the Somavamsis and
imperial Gangas are more elaborate than those of most of their predecessors as well as
contemporaries (the excepticns being the Panduvaméis and Bhauma-Karas of the earlier
periods, whose grants also have long genealogical sections).

While the composer of the prasasti (the eulogistic introduction of the nscriptions)
sometimes exaggerated the achievements of his royal patron, the titles bestowed on the
latter in the inscriptions provide valuable information on the hierarchies of monarchical
states in ancient and medieval Orissa. Some of these titles embodied territoral claims. In
Period I (fourth io seventh century). these were Kaling-adhipat, sakalza-Kalifig-adhipati,
Devarastr-adhipati, and Trikaling-adhipati; in Period Il (seventh to tenth century), sakala-
Kaling-adhipati and §ri-Nandagtri-natha; in Period 1l (tenth to mid-twelfth century),
astasSiti-sahasr-adhipati, samasta-Khinijali-de§-adhipati. samasta-Gondrama-natha, sakala-
Gondram-adhipati, astadasa-Gondram-adhipati, and Trikaling-adhipati. While territorial
titles were not always indicative of the precise extent of the domain of a parucular ruler,
they may be seen as representing the territorial ideal to which kings of a particular period
aspired.202

In the post-Gupta period, the claim to political paramountcy was reflected
particularly in three titles that usually occur together in the inscriptions: maharajadhiraja
(supreme king of maharajas), paramesvara (supreme lord), and parama-bhattaraka (one

201 These ongin myths arc discussed in chap 1L
2 This pomnt has becen made wath reference 0 the utle Kahng-admpau by D. C. Sircar 1n
R. C. Majmdar, gen. ed., The Classical Age, p. 214.
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supremely entitled to reverence).203 Among the rulers of Period I, only maharajadhiraja
Gopacandra claimed any of thes= eminent titles, while they appear in conjunction with each
other often among the inscriptions of Period I and III.

Titles borne by rulers of modest or subordinate status in the inscriptions of Period I
are mahardja, samanta, mahasamanta, and mahapratihara; in Period II, mahargja, ranaka,
paiica-visaya-mandaleSvara, pafica-visay-adhipati, maha-mandalesvara, and maha-mandal-
adhipati; inPeriod I1l, maharaja, ranaka, maha-mandale§vara, maha-samant-adhipati, paiica-
visaya-mandale§vara, and pafica-visey-adhipati.204 Kings are sometimes described as
commanding the obeisance of the simantas or the circle of samantas. Lesser kings or
feudatories are in some inscriptions described as 'samadhigata-paiica-mahasabdah’ (or one
of the variants of this phrase), literally meaning 'one who has obtained the five great
sounds,' and apparently referring to the privilege of enjoying the sound of five instruments.
Subordinate or feudatory status was often also indicated by the reference to the overlord in
the feudatory's prasasti, the feudatory being described as one who meditates on the feet
(pad-anudhyata) of the paramount sovereign. The feundatory's inscriptions were frequently
dated in the era established by the overlord's dynasty. Subordinate rulers appear in some
inscriptions (of the Bhauma-Karas and the Gangas of Kalinganagara) as the vijiiapti
(petitioner), at whose request the grant was made by the paramount king.

Titles of paramountcy and subordinate status are indicative of the relationships
among the various ruling lineages. They indicate the existence of a series of hierarchies of
political ranks. These hierarchies were fluid, as a change in the military fortunes of a
particular family could mean an upward or a downward slide in the scale of political ranks.
Apart from ties of paramountcy and subordination, lineages came into contact with one
another through marimonial relationships and military confrontation.

As far as the ongins of ruling lineages are concemed, the names or genealogical
accounts of the Sailodbhavas, Kulikas, Sulkis and Bhauma-Karas suggest a tribal origin.
The use of gotra designations by certain rulers (mahargja Satrubhaiija of the Asanapat
inscription, Prthivi-maharaja, the Bhaiijas of Baudh, Tungas, Somavarniis, and imperial
Gangas) is noteworthy. It may indicate one of the following things: that these rulers were

203 See Fleet, CI, 3: 10, n. 3; p. 17, n. 3.

204 11 may be noted that such utles also appear in the inscriptions as the designauons of
certain  high-ranking  officials. Thus, while some of the titles listed above had, at least
orignally, certun  specific  administrauve  connotations, others were more general utles of
pohtical status. The detailed analysis of these various titles lies beyond the scope of this
thess.
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Brahmanas; that they were non-Brahmanas claiming Brahmana status; the use of gotra
designations by non-Brahmanas.

The inscriptions of ancient and early medieval Orissa provide information on the
migration patterns of certain lineages who came to carve out kingdoms in ancient Orissa,
and indicate a considerable degree of spatiat mobility of ruling lineages. The Panduvansis
came from Mekala, the area around Amarkantak. The Bhauma-Karas possibly came from
Assam. The Svetaka, Kalinganagara, and imperial Gangas were migrants from the
Kamnataka area, the Somavarh$is from south Kosala (the Raipur-Bilaspur-Sambalpur
region), and the Turngas from Rohitagiri, which has been identified with Rontasgarh in the
Shahabad district of Bihar. The Ganga inscriptions, turther, seem to indicate the fanning
out of collateral lineages, while the various groups of Bhaiija kings may represent various
lineages with acommon clan affiliation.

While it is possible to reconstruct the history of the numerous kingdoms of ancient
and medieval Orissa, the reconstruction of the process whereby the various dynasties of
this period established their power in various parts of Orissa, the mechanisms whereby
land was integrated into political territory is more complex. The discussion 1n the ensuing
chapters has bearing on this issue.
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Chapter II
Religious Elements in the Ideology of Kingship

The inscriptions recording endowments to Brahmanas and religious establishments
are neither purely political nor religious documents; they reflect the meeting of the political
and religious domains. This chapter examines the religious elements in the ideology of
kingship in ancient and early medieval Orissa as expressed in the seals, invocations, and the
eulogistic introduction (prasasti) of the royal grants. The particular focus is on the religious
elements with which kingship sought to identify.

Some of the symbols on the seals of the royal copper plate grancs (for instance,
floral patterns) are decorative devices, while certain motifs (such as the camara, i.e. the fly-
whisk) were apparently symbols of sovereignty.! Some of the symbols on the seals,
however, have a clear sectarian affihation. For instance, the garuda, conch. discus, and the
Gaja-Laksmi (the goddess Laksmi s~ated on a lotus, holding a lotus :n both hands, flanked
by two elephants pouring water over ner with their trunks) are Vaisnava emblems, while
the bull and the trident are Saiva symbols. Certain titles assumed by kings are also
indicative of sectarian affiliations. While titles such as parama-daivata (2 great devotee of
the gods or god)? and parama-daivat-adhidaivata (a great devotee of the gods and of the
supreme god) do not name the deity or deities to whom they allude, parama-bhagavata (a
great devotee of the Bhagavat, i.e. Visnu) and parama-vaisnava (a great devotee of Visnu)
are Vaisnava sectarian titles,3 while parama-mahegvara (a great devotee of the great lord,
i.e. S1va) is a Saiva epithet.

The praSasti of the royal grants conveys an idealized image of kingship. The king
appears therein as a great warrior and as a protector of his subjects. The eulogy of his
prowess, military victories, fame, virtue, physical beauty, and learning runs s a constant
refrain through the introductory sections of the inscriptions of various dynasties. As it is
not possible to present or discuss the entire contents of the praSastis of over three hundred
inscriptions, the focus of this chapter is not on these recurring themes but on certain more
selective issues. Apart from the evidence of royal sectarian affiliation, comparisons between

1 The five symbols of sovereignly were according to some sources the white umbrella, fly-
whisk, shoes, turban, and throne, and according to others the sword, umbrella, crown, shoes,
and fly-whisk (Gonda, Ancient Indian Kingship from the Religious Point of View, p. 37).
2 D. C. Sicar ("The Royal Epithet 'Paramadaivata,” m D. C. Sircar, Studies 1n_the Poliucal
and __Admimstrative  Systems  in__ Ancient__and _Medicval India, Declhi- Motlal Banarsidass,
1974, pp. 265-70) has demonstrated that parama-daivata was neither an imperial utlc nor
did 1t mecan ‘a great divimty.

The term 'Vagnava' relates here to the worship of the various demes who came o be
dentified as different forms of the god Vispu by the Gupta peniod. The term 'Bhagavata
origmally referred  to the worshippers of the Vrsm hero Vasudeva-Krspa; the Bhagavata
cult was in coursc of time absorbed into Vaisnavism.
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king and deity have been taken note of. While such comparisons do not necessarily indicate
the sectarian atfiliations of a particular King, they do reflect the way in which kingship was
imaged in royal documents. Further, the introductory sections of the inscriptions have been
examined for the roles in which kings appear -- for instance as performers of sacrifices, as
givers of gifts, as protectors of the social order. The royal prasast is seen here as reflecting
more than the poetic conventions of the time and more than the personal rehigious
persuasions of particular kings. It is seen as a proclamation of power, and the idiom in
which political power expressed itself is examined.

Period I: The fourth to the seventh century
South Qrissa
Mahdraja Satrudamana

The Pedda-Dugam plates of maharaja Satrudamana refer to this king as one who
meditates on the feet of the revered lord Damanegvara (bhagavato Damaneg§vara-sviminah
pad-anudhyatah). Damanesvara was probably Siva in the linnga form, named after the xing.4

Visakhavarman, the Pitrbhaktas, Matharas, and Vasisthas

The seals of the inscriptions of Visakhavarman, the Pitrbhaktas, Matharas, and
Vasisthas do not reveal any clear sectarian affiliations. The legends and moufs on the seals
are in many cases indistinct due to damage, and some of the seals are missing The scal of
the Koroshanda plates of Visdkhavarman is missing. Those of the Pitrbhakta kings bear
legends which, where partially or fully decipherable, read either 'Pitrbhaktah’ (devoted to
the father) or the name of the king in the genitive case. As far as the Matharas are
concerned, the seal of the Ragolu plates of Saktivarman seems to give the name of the king
in the genitive case, while that of the Andhavaram plates of Anantalaktivarman bears an
indistinct legend and a dot and crescent (probably standing for the sun and the moon). Of
the seals attached to the two sets of copper plates of the Vasisthas, that of the Sinpuram
plates of Anantavarman is too worn for any legend or emblem to be deciphered. while that
of the Srungavarapukota plates of Anantavarman bears the figure of a conch with some
indistinctembleminsideit.

Parama-daivata appears as a royal epithet in the Koroshanda plates of
Visakhavarman.

The inscriptions of the Pitrbhakta king Umavarman do not associate this king with
any particular deity. The general epithet parama-daivata 1s, however, applied to this king's
father in his Baranga and Dhavalapeta plates. The same epithet also occurs in the Komart:
plates of Candavarman (or Acandavarman) and the Baranga plates of

4 Siva hngas werc often named after the person who had them installed
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in the latter to his father. The Bobbili plates of Canda'arman/Acandavarman and the
Chicacole plates of Nandaprabhaijanavarman, however, endow these kings with the
sectarian epithet parama-bhagavata. The Vaisnava affiliations of the Pitrbhakta kings are,
thus, evidentin a few cases, butdo not consistently appear in all their inscriptions.

The Ningondi plates of the Mathara king Prabhafjanavarman refer to this king's
grandfather Sankaravarman as one who meditates on the feet of the lord Narayana
(bhagavat-svami-Narayana-pad-anudhyatah) 5 The Andhavaram plates of
Anantalaktivarman refer to Anantasaktivarman as a devout worshipper of the lotus-feet of
the lord Narayana whose chest is embraced by Kamalanilaya (Laksmi) (bhagavatah
Kamalanilay-akranta-vaksaso Narayana-svaminah pada-bhaktah).® The same inscription
alsn refers to the king as one who inherited body, kingdom, prosperity, and prowess
through the favour of the feet of his revered father who was a great devotee of the gods
(parama-daivata-bappa-bhattaraka-pada-prasad-avapta-§arira-rajya-vibhava-  pratapah)’
This epithet 15 repeated 1n the Madras Museum plates of Ananta$aktivarman.8

The prasasti of the Vasistha king Anantavarman indicates his Saiva affiliations: one
of his epithets 1s parama-mahe§vara. The Vasistha prasasti is a little more elaborate than that
of Visakhavarman, the Pitrbhaktas, and Matharas. While martial qualities arnd general
virtues are aspects emphasized 1in the eulogy of the king and his predecessors, the
Siripuram plates of Anantavarman also eulogize Gupavarman, the grandfather of
Anantavarman, for his magnanimity, describing him as one who took great delight in the
ritual giving of several kinds of gifts such as those of land, gold, and thousands of cows
(vibhrat-bht-hiranya-go-sahasr-ady-aneka-dana-dharm-abhiratah).? The Srungavarapukota
plates of Anantavarman praise Anantavarman as one whose greatness has been enhanced
by his reverence towards the gods, the twice-bom and teachers (deva-dvijati-guru-jan-
anudhyana-samvardhita-mahima).!0

5 D. C. Sircar, "Ningondi Grant of Prabhanjanavarman,” El 30, pts. 3&4 (July and October
1953): 117, 1. 1.

6 R. Subrahmanyam, “Andhavaram Plates of Ananiasakuvarman,” EI 28, pt. 4 (October
1949). 178, 1. 1-2.

7 ibid., 1. 34.

8 M. Venkataramayya, "Madras Muscum Plates of Anantasakuvarman; Year 28," EI 28, pt. 5
(January 1950). 235, 1. 1-2,

9 Srimivasa Rao, “Sinpuram Plates of Anantavarman, Lord of Kalinga,” p. 50, 1. 2. It may be
noted that 'go-sahasara’ or the gift of a thousand cows is one of the sixteen Mahadanas (great
gifts) mcnuoncd n the Maisya Purana (chaps 247 ff.), Heraadn's Vratakhanda (chap. 5), and

Ballalascna’s Danasagara (in the Mahadanavaria section) (see D. C. Swcar, "Hiranyagarbha

and ASvamedha,” mn Swrcar, Studies in_the Rehgious Life of Ancient _and Medieval India, p.
164).

0 R C Majumdar, "Srungavarapukota Plates of Anantavarman, King of Kahnga,” p. 60, 1.
5-6.
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The Gangas of Kalinganagara (inscriptions no. {-13)

Where the emblem on the seals of the early Ganga kings is visible, it is the Saiva
bull motif. Indravarman (I) is described in his praSasti as one whose sins have been
removed as a result of his accumulation of religious merit obtained through constant
obeisance to the supreme lord who is the cause of the coming into existence, maintenance,
and dissolution of the entire world, i.e. Siva. From the time of Samantavarman onwards,
the Ganga inscriptions refer to these kings as having removed the stain of the Kali age by
their worship of the deity Siva-Gokarna established on mount Mahendra. Gokarnasvamin
is described in the Ponnuturu plates of Samantavarman as the lord of moving and
unmoving creation, one who bears the full digit of the moon (in his iocks), the cause of the
coming into existence, maintenance, and dissolution of the world, and the one who has his
abode on the fixed summit of the excellent Mahendra mountain.!! The successors of
Samantavarmean!? describe themselves as having been freed from the stamn of the Kali age
by their obeisance to the lotus-feet of the lord Gokamnasvamin, the sole architect of the
creation of the whole world (sakala-bhuvana-nirman-aika-sutradharasya bhagavato
Gokamasvamina§=carana-kamala-yugala-pranimad=vigata-kali-kalankah). From the the
Narasingapalli plates of Hastivarman onwards, the pradast1 of the early Ganga kings n
almost all cases refers to these kings as parama-maheSvara (this epithet does not appear in

the Chicacole plates of Indravarman -- no. 10 -- and the Purle plates of Indravarman -- no
12).

Prthivi-maharaja

The seals of both the Tandivada and Parlakimedi plates of Prthivi-mahiraja are
missing. The king 1s described as parama-brahmanya (greatly devoted to the Brahmanas)
There are no references to any sectarian affiliations in either of Prthivi-maharija’s grants.

Charamparaja

The seal attached to the Khandipada-Nuapalli plates of Charamparaja bears the
Saiva emblem of a bull. The inscription commences with an invocation to the three-eyed
(Trilocana) Siva, lord of the world (Loke§vara), whose matted hair is adomed with water-

11 M, Somasekhara Sarma, "Ponnuturu Plates of Ganga Samantavarman, Year 64, El 27
(194748): 219, 1. 1-4.
12 See, for instance, R C. Majumdar, "Narasingapalli Plates of Hastvarman, The Year 79,
El 23 (Janvary 1935): 65, 1. 1-2; E. Hultzsch, "Urlam Plates of Hastivarman, The Yecar 80,
El 17 (1923-24) 332, 1l 1-2; E. Hultzsch, "Achyutapuram Plaies of Indravarman,” EI 3
(1894-95): 128, 1. 1-2.

76



described as a parama-mahe$vara. He is also spoken of as one who meditates on the loi:=
feet of Hara (i e. Siva), the god whose cheeks, inflamed by the fiery gaze of the goddess
Ginja (Parvati), are washed by the pure waters of the nver Ganga; who creates an upheaval
on the earth when he 15 engaged in sport. who 1s worshipped by the suras, asuras, kinnaras,
gandharvas, and mahoragas,!4 and who 1s capable of removing the sins accumulated over
many births.!3

North and central Orissa
MaharajaSatrubhadija

The Asanapat inscription of Satrubhafija is a thirteen-line inscription inscribed
below an eight-armed image of Siva in the tandava pose This 1s perhaps the oldest Nataraja
image of this kind found so far in Orissa. It may be noted that this inscription has been
assigned by A. Das on palaeographic grounds to the third or fourth century C.E..16
Satrubhaiija 1s compared in the prasasti with Dhanaa (the god of wealth) and the sun. He
is said to have obtained great merit by having given away lakhs of cows in several
countries that are named (Pataliputra, Pundravardhana, Gaya. Krimila, Dadavardhana,
Punpdravardhana, Vardhamana, Gorhati, Khadrariga, Tamalipti, and Ubhaya-Tosal1). He 1s
further described as having given away thousands and lakhs of gold coins (hiranya) in
mathas (monasteries) such as the Sankhakara matha of Ahicchatraka, Manmibhadra matha of
Lakhe§vara, and as having constructed dwellings and viharas (monasteries) for
brahmacarins, Carakas, Parivrajahas, Nirgranthas, Bhiksus and Varnantakas.!” Satrubhaija
is described as being well-versed 1n the (Maha)bharata, Purana, Inhasa, Vyakarana,
Upasiksa, Nydya, Mimamsa, Chandas, Sruti, Ved-opakarana, and Sarkhya, and as learned
n asirology (sarva-kal-abhijiia).!8

14 The suras arc the gods, the asuras demons. The gandharvas are a type of celestial beings,
guardians of soma, regulators of the course of the asterisms (sec Mon. _Will, p. 346), the
kinnaras are a kind of Gandharva, and attendents of Kubera (bid, p. 283); the mahoragas
arc great serpents (ibud., p. 802)

15 Rajaguru, 10, 2 325, 11 S5-11. Ths secuon of the inscripuon 1s damaged, and 1t s,
therefore, not possible to reconstruct its contents in their entrety.

16 Anrudha Das, "Asanapat,” p. 1.

7 The Carakas were celibates -- but not necessanly ascencs -- who engaged m
philosophical  discussion and disputanon, Panvrajaka was a generic term for wandering
mendicants; the Nirgranthas were the followers of Nigantha Nataputa and practised severe
asceucism; the term bhiksu was a genenc term for ascetics, but was specially associated with
the members of the Buddhist monasuc order (M. G. Bhagat, Ancient Indian __Asceucism, New
Delhi: Munshiram  Manoharlal, 1976, pp. 64, 142, 146, 148, 165-66, 216). The meamng of
the term Vamantaka 1s not clear.

18 Das, "Asanapal” pp. 4-5 It may be pomnted out that the reading of the text of ths
mscnpuon s not  authontauve, Das admits that there are certam "doubtful and
uniniclligible portions” in the scripuon, and describes the texx given in his article as a
humed rcading made by Satyanarayan Rajaguru.
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Maharaja Disabhanja

The Sitabhinji inscription of Disabhaiija is a short one, and only the name of the
king has been deciphered.

Gopacandra

The seal of the Jayarampur plate of the time of maharajadhiraja Gopacandra appears
to bear the emblem of a bull. Gepacandra is referred to 1n the inscniption as a patama-
maheSvara. The inscription speaks of Dhanacandra, the father of Gopacandra, as one who
removed the evils of the Kali age.!% Gopacandra himself is described as having arranged
the varnas and asramas in their proper order.20

The Vigrahas

The seal attached to the Sumandala plates of the time of Prihivivigraha 1s described
as bearing the torana (arched gateway) emblem and the legend ‘Maharaja Dharmima ' 2!
Orly a small lump of the seal remains of the seal of the Kanas plate of Lokavigraha The
donor of the Sumandala plates, a feudatory of Prthivivigraha named Dharmarija, 18
described as a worshipper of the sun god (sahasra-raimu-pada-bhaktah) Lokavigrahaof the
Kanas plate has the title of parama-daivat-adhidaivata

The Mudgalas/Manas

The seals of the Erbang plate of Sambhuyasas and of ihe Panakella plae of
Sambhuyasas' feudatory Sivarija are too vorn for any legend or emblem 1o be discerned,
while that of the Soro plate of Sambhuyasas is missing Mahirdja SambhuyaSas 1 not
endowed with any epithets indicating sectarian affiliation. In both the Erbang and Soto
plates, he is referred to as parama-daivata-bappa-pad-anudhyata (meditating on the teet ot
his father, a great devotee of the gods). The Patiakella plate of Sivardja, however, descnibes

umntelligible  portions” 1n the 1nscripuon, and descnbes the text given i his arucle as a
turmed reading made by Satyanarayan Rajaguru

19 Satyanarayan  Rajaguru, “Jayarampur Copper-Platc  Inscnipnon of  the  Tune  of
Gopachandra,” OHRIJ 11 (1962) 226, 1t 5-6.

20 bid., 1. 6-7 The vamas refer w the classical Indian division of socicty mw four classes
-- Brahmanas, Ksatnyas, VaSyas, and Sudras The #éramas -- the idecalized model of the four
stages 1 the lfe of a twice-born man -- were brahmacarya (the stage of  cehbawe
studcntship),  grhastha  (the  houscholder stage), vanaprastha (the anchorite  stage), and
sarinyasa (the stage of complete renunctanon) The reference to the king as maintainer of the
order of the vamas and aSramas sigmfies his mantenance of the ideal brahmanical socal
order.

21 According 0 S. N Rajaguru ("The Sumandala Copper-platc Inscripion of Dharminaraja
of the Gupta-Samvat 250," QHRJ I, no 1, Apnl 1952 66), 1t bears a ball-like symix)
representing  the sun placed on a chariot, and the legend 15 illegible
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Sambhuyasas as a parama-maheévara as well as parama-daivat-adhidaivata. Sivaraja is
described as one whom the accumulation of sins of the Kali age could not approach by
virtue of his having obtained from the lotus-feet of his overlord the spotless position of the
ruler of the earth.22

Feudatonies of Sagarnka: Subhakirti and the Dattas

The seal of the Midnapore plate of Subhakirti 1s described as bearing in relief the
figurc of a vase on a flat pedestal, with a few wavy lines on each side, and the legend
"Tavir-adhikaranasya' (‘of the Tavira adhikarana,' i.e. administrative office) on top. The
Midnapore plate eulogizes Subhakirti as well as his overlord Sasanka. The inscription
describes the illustious mahapratihara Subhakirti as ruling Dandabhukti like a father, as
one whose crest-jewel shines on account of the light emanating from the nails of his

overlord's feet, as one who distinguishes just from unjust in accordance with the
Dharmasastras, and as one who 15 free from sin.23

The seal of the Midnapore plate of Somadatta is similar to that attached to the plate
of Subhakirti.4The seals of the Soro plates of Somadatta, and the Kanas and Balasore
plates of Bhanudatta are missing, while that of the Soro plate of Bhanudatta is very wom.
The Midnapore plate of samanta maharaja Somadatta eulogizes his overlord Sasanka in
similar terms as does the plate of Subhakirti. It refers to Somadatta as ruling over
Dandabhukt: along with Utkala, and as one whose crest-jewel shines on account of the
light emanating from the nails of Sasanka's feet. Somadatta is further eulogized as one
possessing excessive virtues, dispelling the mass of darkness of the Kali age, and
embodying the virtues of truth, prowess, skill in wielding arms, beauty and learning which
were possessed separately by the (five) Pandavas.® In one of the Soro plates of
Somadatta, thisking is referred to as parama-daivat-adhidaivata-$ri-parama-bhattaraka-pad-
anudhyita (meditating on the feet of the illustrious great lord who is a great devotee of the
gods and of the supreme god), while 1n the other one he is described as parama-daivata-§ri-
paramabhattaraka-pad-anudhyata (meditating on the feet of the illustrious geat lord whoisa
great devotee of the gods). The latter epithet is also applied to Bhanudatta in his Kanas
plate. Thus, there is no indication of sectarian affiliation in the inscriptions of Subhakirti or
the Dattakings.

22 R. D. Banerji, "Panakella Grant of Maharaja Sivaraja [Gupta] Samvat 283," p. 287, lI. 4-
5.

B R. C. Majumdar, "Two Copper-Plates of Sadinka from Midnapore,” p. 9. I 5-7.

U Majumdar (ibwd.,, p 1) suggests that that the emblem on 1t may represent a sacred incense
burmner amudst flowers and fohage.

B abd, pp 7-8. 11 3-7
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West Onissa
The Nalas

The Nala copper plate grants do not bear seals. Arthapati is described in the
Kesaribeda plates as 'Mahe§vara-Mah@sen-atisrsta-rajya-vibhavah.'26 This epithet may be
taken to mean 'one upon whom has been bestowed the glory of royalty by Mahe§vara
(Siva) and Mahaseus (Skanda-Karttikeya).' It may also signify that the king dedicated his
kingdom and his wealth to these gods 27

While the early Nala kings, thus, were Saivas, the later kings Skandavarman and
Vilasatunga were Vaisnavas. The Podagadh stone inscription of Skandavarman, which
records the erection of a temple (pada-mula) of Visnu, accompanied by the distribution of a
large amount of fees (daksina) to officiating priests, and the gift of a holding (pura) for
Purusa,”® begins with a eulog; of Hari (Visnu), describing him as the object to be
conquered, the victor, and victory itself.29 An imprecatory verse in the mscripnon warns
against any transgression of the king's order and states that he who conforms to the good
path followed by kings will find refuge with the god Visudeva3® The Podagadh
mnscription refers to Skandavarman having repelled his enemies with his valour and credits
him with having restored the lost royal prosperity (of the family) and with having repeopled
the deserted (town of) Puskarl.3! It may be suggested that the shiftto a Vaispava affihauon.
the construction of a Visnu shrine 1n what was the capital city of the Nalas, and the
endowment of land for this shrine may have been related to the decistve political events
referred to in the Podagadh inscription.32

The Rajim swune inscniption of Vilasatunga eulogizes and invokes the blessings of
Hari (Visnu).33 The first five verses invoke Visnu, the first 1s almost entirely lost, the
second refers to Visnu's churning of the ocean of milk, the fourth verse 1s in the form of a
dialogue between Hart and his consort (Laksmi); the fifth describes the dwarf incarnation

26 p. C Sicar, "Kesaribeda Plates of Nala Arthapati-Bhattaraka,” p 16, L 1

27 1bud, p 13, n. 3. According to G. Ramadas ("Kesanibeda Copper Platc Grant of Mahardia
Arthapau Bhattaraka of the Nala Famiy,” Joumal of the Bikar Rescarch Socicty 34, 1948
37), the epithet m  quesuon indicatcs onc who has created the supreme authorty  of
administravon  of the kingdom with (such officers as) maheévara and mahasena  He
mterprets the word 'mahe$vara’ as referring to onc who rules over onc hundred lakhs of
people, and ‘'mahasena’ as the office of the commander-in-chief of the army  This
mterpretation 1S not  convincing.

28 From the context of the mnscription, it 1s clear that Purusa here refers o Visnu.

29 C. R. Knshnamacharly, "The Nala Inscription at Podagadh; 12th Year," EI 21 {1931-32)
155, wv.L

30 ybud., p. 156, v. 9.

31 ., p. 155, lIl. 24.

32 For detals on the nature of the miltary conflict alluded 1o in the Podagadh nscnpuon,
see chap. I, p. 80, n. 70.

33 The inscipuon 1s fragmentary; therefore it 1s difficult to reconstruct the text i :ts
entirety.
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of Visnu. Verse 7 describes Nala as one who surpassed Smara, the god of love, in the
splendour of his form, and whose lotus-feet were kissed by the bee-like crest-jewels of a
crowd of hostile kings who submitted to him. Verses 8 and 9 describe Prthiviraja,
described as having been created by the creator seeing the world tainted by the evils of the
Kali age. The subsequent verses eulogize Prthiviraja's son Virariipa, and refer 10
Vilasatunga, probably a son of Virariipa. The Rajim inscription, like the Podagadh
inscription, records the erection of a Visnu temple.

Tustikara

The seal of the Terasingha plates of Tustikara bears the name of the king. Maharaja
Tustikara is described in the inscription as a devotee of the feet of the goddess
Stambhesvari (Stambhe$§vari-piada-bhakta). The endorsement added onto the outer side of
the first plate refers to a king named Sobhonnaraja or Sobhinnaraja, who is also described
as adevotee of Stambhe§vari.

The Sarabhapuriyas

The seals of the Sarabhapuriyas bear the Gaja-Laksmi motif. Other mctifs that
occur include those of the sun, moon, water-lily, conch, discus, and various floral devices.
The seals bear two-line legends which eulogize the king. All the kings of this dynasty are

endowed with the epithet parama-bhagavata. Jayaraja, Sudevaraja, and Pravararaja are
described as givers of niches, land, and cows (vasu-vasudha-go-pradah).

The Panduvarhsis

The seal on the Malga plates of Indrardja bears only the king's name. No emblem or
legend 1s discernable on the seal of the Bamhani plates of Bharatabala. The copper plates of
Mahasiva Tivara, however, bear unmistakably Vaisnava motif's -- a garuda with outspread
wings holding (or having in front of it) a serpent with raised hood in either hand, a conch,
and discus. His seals also bear a floral device and a two-line legend which reads: "Srimat-
Tivaradevasya Kosaladhipater=idam §asanarh dharmma-vrddhy-arttham sthir=a-candra-
tarakarn,” "this is the eternal, dharma-augmenting charter of §riman Tivaradeva, the lord of
Kosala." The seal of the Adhabhara plates of Maha-Nannaraja is lost. The seals on the
copper plates of Mahasivagupta display Saiva motifs -- a couchant bull and a trident. A
vase of plenty (pirna-kumbha), and a full-blown lotus flanked by two leaves also make
their appearance, as does a two-line legend which reads: "Rajiiah Sri-Harsaguptasya stinoh
sad-guna-§alinah §asanam Sivaguptasya sthitima-bhuvana-sthiteh," "this is the eternal
charter of Sivagupta, the son of raja §ri Harsagupta, possessor of good qualities."™

The Panduvarhsi copper plate grants contain an elaborate prasasti, replete with Epic
and Pauranic imagery. This dynasty claimed to belong to the lineage of the Pandavas, and
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from the time of MahaSivagupta, switched to the dynastic name Somavamsi, 'the lunar
lineag2' (although references to the family as the Soma, Sasi, and Sitarsu vamsa do occur
in earlier inscriptions).34 The earliest Panduvarnsi kings were Saivas. Indraraja (whose
association with this dynasty, as pointed out earlier, is not established beyond all doubt) of
the Malga plates has the epithet parama-mahesvara. The Bamhani plates of Bharatabala,
which specifically refer him to the lineage (anvaya) of the Pandavas (verse 1), and the lunar
lineage (soma vamsa) (verse 11) endow Bharatabala as well as his father Nagabala with the
epithets of parama-mahe$vara, parama-brahmanya (greatly devoted to the Brahmanas), and
parama-guru-de(dai)vat-adhidaivata-viSesa (a great devotee of the teachers, the gods. and
the supreme god).35 Maharaja Bharata is said to have been born of the queen
Indrabhattarika as Kumara was born to Parvati (verse 5). Verse 7 refers to his having
established his sovereignty, over the whole world, as also his establishing dharma, artha,
and kama.3¢ His prowess is equalled with that of Indra, the lord of the gods (verse 8). He
is compared with the river Ganga 1n his virtues (verse 9).37

The Panduvamsi king Mahasivagupta Tivara, son of Nannadeva, 1s described n his
nscriptions as a parama-vaisnava. Tivara's prasasti eulogizes his martial achievements, the
lightness of the taxes levied by him, and the many excellent qualities of his appearance and
his personality; his skill in uprooting serpents (i.c. enemies) 1s compared with that of
garuda (the vehicle of the god Visnu) 3% In the Adhabhara plates of his son Maha-
Nannaraja. Tivara is described as having obtained a series of excellent qualities through the
favour of the lord Narayana, worshipped by him in the course of many births.3 Maha-
Nannaraja himself is styled as a parama-vaignava in this inscription.

The royal grants of MahaSivagupta Balarjuna describe him as a parama-maheSvara.
He is described as the son of the illustrious Harsadeva, even as Karttikeya was the son of

34 It may be noted that the Pandavas of the Mahabharata belonged o the lunar dynasty.

35 p. C. Sircar suggests that the epithet parama-guru-de(ai)vat-adhidarvata-viscsa should be
translated as ‘'a great teacher [of his subjects] and a disunguished devotee of the gods and of
the supreme god' ("The Royal Epithet 'Paramadaivata,’ p. 269).

36 pharma -- the discharge of duty, artha -- the acquisivon of material wealth, and kama --
the grauficanon of desire -- arc threc of the four goals of the human exisience or purusarthas
in the Indian tradwon. The fourth 1s moksa or final emancipaton.

37 Lines 20-21 of the Bamhani plaies read: “...vedyam=adhvara-samsthite vasu-hutah piyyah
satah sarvvadid." According to B. Ch. Chhabra ("Bamham Plaics of Pandava King
Bharatabala: Year 2," p. 141, n. 4), 'vasu-huta’ may dcnotc one to whom a tnbute of gold s
paid. He translates this portion of the inscription as follows: "... to whom gifts of gold arc
presented at the ume when he occupies the sacrificial seat for (performing) a sacrificc .."
(ibid., p. 144).

38 See Fleet, CII 3 294-95, 1. 2-17). Fleet (1bid., p. 298, n 1) suggests that the reference In
1. 7 w the uprootng of serpents (bhujarhga) may be an allusion to Tivara's defeaung a Naga
tribe.

39 Bal Chandra Jain, "Adhabhara Plaics of Maha-Nannaraja,” El 31, pt. 5 (January 1956)
220, 1. 1.2,
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Knttivasa (the one who is clad in animal skins, i.e. 3iva).40 The Senakapat inscription of
Durgaraksita of the time of Sivagupta (or MahaSivagupta) Balarjuna begins with the
auspicious invocation (mangala) 'namal) Sivaya' and invokes Siva as Bhava in the first
verse and his consort Parvati in the second. Sivagupta, Durgaraksita's overlord, is
described in verse 3 as a devotee of Siva; in verse 4 he is referred to as an incarnation of
Visnu.4! Durgaraksita himself 1s described as a devotee of Paramesvara or Sambhu (i.e.
Siva) (verse 11), is praised for his munificence (verse 12) and is said to have built a temple
of Sambhu (i.e. Siva) (verse 13). The Sirpur Gandhe$ara temple inscription contains an
invocation to Hara (Siva), the god who bore the Ganga on his matted locks.#2 The Sirpur
stone inscription of the time of Sivagupta (which records a private, not a royal donation)
commences with the mangala "namah Sivaya" and invokes Sambhu (ie. Siva). The
Panduvamsi king Indrabala, the son of Udayana, is described in this inscription as equal to
the destroyer of Vala , 1.e. Indra; his son Nannaraja is said to have filled the earth with the
temples (alayas) of lord Siva .43

The Sirpur stone inscription of Vasata, mother of Balarjuna, begins with an
invocation to Visnu as Purusottama and goes on to eulogize Narasirhha, the man-lion
incarnation ot Visnu (verses 1-2). The prasasti of the Sirpur stone inscription is replete
with comparisons of the Somavarhsi kings with Epic heroes: a brother of Candraguptaraja
is said to have followed him ir battle just as the one whose weapon is the plough, i.e.
Balarama, followed the killer of Karisa, i.e. Krsna (verse 6); Mahasivagupta, who is
described as an incarnation of dharma (dharm-avatara), is said to have conquered the earth
with the help of his younger brother Ranakesarin even as Prtha's first son (Yudhisthira) did
with his younger brother Bhima (verse 12). MahasSivagupta is compared with Krsna and
Kalki (the future incamation ot Visnu) (verse 14). Vasata, is compared with Parvati, the
mothe. of the god Karttikeya (verse 15). She is described as having observed fasts and
austerities after the demise of her husband (verse 17), is compared with the Vedas, is
described as the shelter of the people belonging to the four varnas and asramas, and is also
compared with the goddess Sri (verse 18). This queen (and apparently her husband too,
according to verse 20) were worshippers of Hari (Visnu).

40 vy, V. Mirashi and L. P. Pandeya, "Mallar Plates of Maha-Sivagupta,” EI 23 (1935-36):
120, . 34,

41 According to M. G. Dikshit and D. C. Sircar ("Senakapat Inscription of the Time of
Sivagupta Balarjuna," p. 32), these two verses very cleverly suggest Visnu's subservience to
Siva.

42 samt Lal Katare, "Sirpur Gandhc§vara Temple Inscripuon (of the time of Somavamsi
Mahasivagupta),” IHQ 33, no. 3 (September 1957): 233, I.. 10-11.

43 F. Kielhom, "Supur Stone Inscripuon of Sivagupta,” IA 18 (1889): 180, 1. 3-5.
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Period II: The seventh to the tenth century
South and central Orissa
The Sailodbhavas
Most of the Sailodbhava grants bear the Saiva motif of the couchant bull,

accompanied in some cases by the crescent moon. The name of the king in the genitive
case also appears (where the legend is legible), in some cases with a floral design below 1t.
The invocation in the Sailodbhava copper plate grants from the time of the Buguda plates of
Midhavavarman consistently associates these kings with the worship of Siva. It invokes
the protection of the matted locks of Sambhu (i. e. Siva) which are embraced by the soft
rays of the moon, the lustre of which is daubed by the sheen of the sparkling gems borne
on the hoods of writhing serpents; the ashes on which (i. e. on the matted locks) are
scattered by the overflowing waters of the Ganga; and which are dishevelled because of
Parvati's love-play.44 An allusion to the story of the descent of the Ganga appears in the
Ganjam plates of Madhavaraja, wherein the river $alimi, on the banks of which Kongoda
(one of the political centres of the Sailodbhavas) lay, is compared with the river of the gods
(i.e. the Ganga) which was brought down by Bhagiratha 43

The prasasti of the Ganjam plates of Madhavaraja Sainyabhita speaks of this king
as devoted to the feet of the blessed lord of the three worlds (i.e. Siva), who 1s the cause of
the coming into existence, maintenance, and destruction of the world, whose arms are
placed on the hump of the great bull as on the pillow of a couch, and whose matted locks
are illuminated in one place by the crescent of the moon.*¢ In the Khurda plates,
Madhavaraja is described as one who seeks sole refuge at the feet of the bhagavin
Mahesvara (i.e. the lord Siva).4” The successors of Madhavaraja -- Madhyamaraja and
Dharmaraja Manabhita -- are endowed in their inscriptions with the epithet parama-
mahes$vara. The Banpur plates of Madhyamaraja refer to the king being favoured by Siva,
the cause of the world's origin, maintenance, and dissolution.48

The Buguda plates of Madhavavarman Sainyabhita introduce the following account
of the origin of the Sailodbhava dynasty: There v/as a person named Pulindasena, famed
among the people of Kalinga. Although endowed with virtue, strength, and greatness, he
did not covet sovereignty, but worshipped the Svayambhii for a man capable of ruling the
earth. The Svayambhii gave him this boon, and Pulindasena saw a man emerging from the

44 See, for example, R. G. Basak, "The Puni Plates of Madhavavarman-Sainyabhita," El 23
(1935-36): 127, v.1. 1 am indebted to Basak's translation of this verse (bid, p 130)

45 E, Hulizsch, "Plates of the Time of Sasankaraja; Gupta-Samvat 300," EI 6 (1900-01). 144,
1. 3-8

46 imd,, p. 145, 1. 14-17.

47 Ganga Mohan Laskar, "The Khurda Grant of Madhava, King of Kahnga,” JASB 73, pt. 1,
no. 3 (1904): 285, L S.

48 D, C. Sircar, "Two Sailodbhava Grants from Banpur,” p. 38, v. 17.
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splintering of a rock. This was the lord Sailodbhava, who became the founder of a
distinguished lineage (varhsa), i.e. the Sailodbhava family.49 The Sailodbhava origin myth
is repeated in the subsequent inscriptions of Madhavavarman and in those of his
successors. The Cuttack Museum plates of Madhavavarman add a few verses to the
account; the reference to Pulindasena praying to Svayambhii is followed by two verses that
attribute the miraculous birth of Sailodbhava to Hara or Sambhu (i.c. Siva).50 They also
eulogize the Mahendra mountain, referring toit as a kula-giri (tutelary mountain).

Another notable feature of the royal praSasti in the Buguda plates is that
Madhavavarman is said to have caused satisfaction to the gods by his performance of the
Asvamedha and other sacrifices, the very mention of which had fallen into abeyance due to
the impiety of the kings of the Kali age.5! The performance of the A§vamedha sacrifice was
probably related to the throwing off of allegiance to Sasanka and the assumption of an
independent status by this king. Reference t¢ Madhavavarman's performance of the great
ASvamedha and other sacrifices occurs in the subsequent copper plate grants of
Madhavavarman and continues in the prasastis of his successors. The Parikud plates of
Madhyamaradja, however, speak also of Madhyamaraja's having taken the purificatory
(avabhrtha) bath on the occasion of the performance of the great Vajapeya and A§vamecha
sacrifices (mahd-makha-Vajapey-Aivamedh-avabhrtha-snana-nirvartita-prakhyata-kirti-
kramah).52 The reference to the performance of the ASvamedha and other sacrifices by
Madhavavarman Sainyabhita occurs in the Banpur and Nivina plates of his grandson
Dharmaraja.53 In the Ranapur plates of this king, referencs is made to the performance of
the Asvamedha and other sacrifices by Madhavavarrnan Sainyabhita, and the donor
Dharmarija is described as the grandson of one wiw took the purificatory bath after the
performance of the great sacrifices (mahamakha) -- the Vajapeya and A§vamedha.54 These
two sets of referenczs occur in the Kondedda and Pun plates of Dharmaraja as well.55 The
Candeswar plates of the same king, however, while referring to the performance of the
Asvamedha and other sacrifices by Madhavardja Srinivasa, also credit Dharmaraja with
having taken the purificatory bath on the occasion of the performance of the Vajapeya and

49 F. Kicthorn, "Buguda Plates of Madhavavarman,” EI 3 (1894-95): 43, vv. 3-5.

50 N. G. Majumdar, "Cuttack Museum Plates of Madhavavarman,* EI 24 (1937-38): 152, 1l
11-12,

31 Kielhom, "Buguda Plates of Madhavavarman," p. 44, v. 11,

52 R. D. Banerji, "The Parikud Plates of Madhyamaraja," p. 286, 1. 38-39.

53 N. P. Chakravarti, "Nivina copper-Plate Grant of Dharmarajadeva,” EI 21 (1931-32): 39,
v. 10; Sircar, "Two Sailodbhava Grants From Banpur,” p. 37, v. 12,

54 Rajagury, 10, 1, pt. 2: 219, 1L 18-20; p. 220, 1. 4041.

55 Y. R, Gupta, "Kondedda Grant of Dharmaraja,” EI 19 (1927-28): 268, v. 9; p. 269, 1. 43;
S. N. Rajaguru, "The Pun Copper-plate-grant of Dharmmaraja (Samvat 512 or 590 A.D.)," p.
179, 1. 18-20: p. 18, 1. 4142,
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Asvamedha.3® According to D. C. Sircar, since the rest of the Sailodbhava inscriptions
unanimously ascribe the performance of the A§vamedha sacnifice to Madhavavarman
Sainyabhita alias Srinivasa, the reference in the Candeswar inscription should not be taken
to indicate that Dharmaraja performed another Asvamedha. He suggests that both
Madhyamaraja and Dharmaraja may have taken part in the A§vamedha sacrifice performed
by Madhavavarman Sainyabhita and taken the purificatory bath on that occasion.5?
Whether the successors of Madhyamaraja participated in the A§vamedha sacnfice of
Madhavavarman, or whether they performed this and the Vajapeya sacrifice themselves, the
consistency with which the Sailodbhava prasasti associates the kings of this dynasty with
the great Srauta sacrifices is significant.

Ceitain other epithets that appear in the Sailodbhava prasasti are noteworthy. One of
the epithets of the Madhavavarman in the Ganjam plates is parama-brahmanya.5® The
eulogy of this king in the Buguda plates compares him with Siva and refers to his having
cleansed the impunties of the Kali age.’® This inscription speaks of the king's father
Ayasobhita as having purged, by means of his illustrious deeds, the accumulated stain on
the mirror of the Kali age.0 The Cuttack museum plates of Madhavavarman refer to
Sailodbhava ruling over his good and wicked subjects as if dharma itself.6! The Banpur
plates of Madhyamaraja compare the king with Sambhu (1.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>