
• 

• 

AN ESSAY ON THE ETHICS OF CREATION 

Golem: Western Wall: Franz Kafka 

Bram David Ratner 

Schoo\ of Architecture. McGill University, Montreal 

September 1992 

" Thcsis suhmittcd to the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research in panial fulfillment 

of the requirements of the degree of Master of Architecture 

© Bram David Ratner 1992 



• 

• 

ABSTt{ACT 

'l'lm thc.,ls c)(pl()rc~ the critical qucstlon of the ethics of creation a'l it cmerges to 

the forcfront of contcmporary thought ln the late twentteth ccntury. The question is 

cxallllllcd through thn:c IfHkpcndcnt yet Illtcrrelatcd motif'i the Icgcnd of the Golem, the 

"Ylllhoi of Ihl' Wc<.,tcrn Wall III krll<.,dkm, and the literatllre of fran7 Kafka. An 

IIl1dcr'tandlllg of thl'\l' tlnce Illouf" 111 ail thclr Il11pIIGlllOn ... , l'an provldc valuahlc 

COlllllll'ntary alld 11l..,It!htful rclll'l'llon<., ..,0 that a (iI.,cour~e on a pO~\i1hlc moral and l'tllIcal 

groulld lor af fmll:lllYr Cleal IOIl l'an he cngaged. Il 1" Imperative, III light ot the destructive 

pOIl'lllialIlyof our ucatlve maklllg, ln addrc:-,s thl<'; di'icour..,c If archnecture lS 10 regain 

cultural rekvancl'. 

Cetlc thèse examine la question dc l'éthique de la création telle qu'elle apparait au 

prl'JIller plan de la pensée contemporame à la fin dc cette vlngtlt!mc siècle. La question 

est étudll:e sous trol~ thèmes (.hffércnts qUI sont en même temps en corrélation: la légende 

du nokl11, Il' "'YllIbole du THur de Jeru~alcm, ct les écnt<; de 'Pranz Kafka. La 

eompréhl'll<"lon c.1.' cc ... Iml\ thème ... , dans !t'urs implications totalc'i, peuvent nous fournir 

1II1l' Oh"l'fvallOn slgll1l'al1V~ el ulle l'l~tlextlon perspicace qui pourraient nouli engager dans 

une dl"Cl1"~IOI1 'lir k'i I1H'tlt .... , t.IUt moraux qu'éthiques concernant la création affirmative. 

Il est d'UTlC Importance capitale, en vlle du potentIel destructIf que nous avons crée nous 

m~mes. de ~'adrl's'il'r à une telle dlscus~ion SI l'architecture songe à récupérer sa 

pert IIlcncc culture Ile. 
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1. INTROIH]CTION 

The (;anl('n 

/\ hule garden. 
Fragrcnt and full of ro"lCS 

The palh I~ narrow 
/\nd a lillie hoy walk~ along it. 

/\ "It le hoy, a ... Wl'ct hoy. 
L.kc thal growing hlo\sofl1. 
Whcn the hlo~~ol1l cornes 10 bloom, 
The lIlIle hoy will bc no more. 1 

hanla Bas~. TerclIll Concentration Camp 

Born ~;rrll'11l bcr ,~, 19.30 Brno. ('zcchoslovakia; Deported Decem ber 2, 1942 Terezin; 

Dtcd Octobrr 2X, 1944 AlI~chwlt.l Concentration Camp. 

Of the appro'Ç,im.llc 15 oon chlldren undcr the age of 15 who passed through Terezin, 

around 100 survlvcd . 
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Con cern for Ethics 

The search for an i1ppropnatr l'tlllcai ~tllnn' CO!lL'l'fH mg 'l'IC:IIIOI1' 1" OI1l' \\hl( Il 

prominently come.;; to the forl'fïol1t (lI il Illultltudc of dl\('lplll1l'\ ,1\ the [\\l'!llll'th l'l'III 111\' 

cornes to il clo ..... c Ârchlll'C[Url' and th(' ,lIchl\cL'l. dllc 10 the 11I1ll'Il'nl n,liure dt tlll' 

profe'ision, IS explH:llly COl1frolltcd Wl1h Itll'" 1'-\IIl' of l'thlc\ ,1IId lll'.I\llHI 1:11t11.. '" Illml hl' 

understood as the charaetcn\tlc w,ly\ hUlll,1I1 hl'lll~"'" h,IVl' 01 ,1l'llllg III thl' world 01 01 

comporting thcm.;;c\vc.;; toward OIlC another or l(lward thl'm .... c1vl·" 'l'Ill'" Idallvc1v Il'Il'II1 

form of conccrn for cthlC ... I~, 1 hcllt.:vc. dm'ctly llI1ked to Ihe faci Ih.1I the VOL ,lhll1.lIy III 

'creating', 'makJl1g', and "KIIJ1)!.' 1\ Iloi ln Ihl' tWClllll'lh I..·clliury .11Ilo/ally Il'\(lIl,IIl[ om' illld 

that the potcnlially de .... trucllvc rcpercu ...... lol\'- (lI tlll ... lact Itaw hel(lllll' IIll Il',l\llIgly 

apparent. The action of crcatlllg, the Illenl,d. vl:rhal, .lIld llIatl'rt,t1IH1)(.·c ....... (lI Ill.,,, Illg 111 Ihe 

world, IS mually dr~cnhl'd a\ an ethlc,t1ly Ill'llllai or ,111101." phl'1l01\l1'llon III'. Oldlll.lllly 

percelvcd ali empty of l'tlllcal content or dlvOIl'cd and :llIIOIlOIllOll'. trolll a '>l'Ilalall' 

diSCiplIne of ethlC .... 'l'hl ..... "ipln III aIl II'. ImplIL:I\lo!1<" IllII ... t he l.tkl'Il a ... a \Ign.d 01 how 

faulty and fragmclltary our undcr ... tandlllg of crl:ali()f.\ 1\ and thl' VI).;oroll\ Ill'l'd, III Il)!hl of 

these imphcallon<; (dICll",..,cd 11\ thl\ Ihl· ... I...,), of a Lomprchen .... lve lIflder\t:tlldlllg III of(lcr 

that sorne form of ... utlahlc dlalogul' on Ihe "'lIhll:l'1 llIay hl' pllt forth 

This search and conœrn, parlluJiarly ln the ,ILl 01 <-rl',IIIIl).;, 101 ail l'Ihll'" at the 

individual and ...,ocletal Icvr\<", 1'> connl:cln.l 10 Ih(: <,en...,e Ihat al hoth the,>e ILw'" IIJert' 1\ il 

loss or vOId of appropnate pnnclpleli and gUldlllg Irarnt'work for our actl<Hl\ Th" \l:arch 

and its accornpanyll1g 10"'" can In part bc ... een a, a (knV,IIHHl 01 Ihe llIodern 11111111 and rt .... 

lack of a cornrnonly accc:ptcd tran"'Lcndant ('rdlgl()U'~') onkr (JI tlllrl~'" Whal tll\" rllodl:ln 

m1l1d perceive ... a ... order Iii c ... t..tbiJ<,hl:u <,olcly Ihrollgh Ihl: rcl.l!IO/lo.,IIIP bl:lwlTIl IllIng ... 

themselves and nOlhmg bcyond, or an order !hat can only he P0<,I!lVI,! .,clcntJlIL rn 

nature. In the pre-pmltIvl ... t traditIon Ihe role of ethle ... wa ... Inherent or mtclnal to praxl\ 
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But wllh the '>ucle .... ., and g!onficatlon of ,>clcntlflC rea ... on dllnng the eightccnth century 

the munùane worlel g:uned prorTllnt;.~~e :1'- the the ol1ly 'real' world and ~ole providcr of 

ah"olulc tfllth, ortier and lawf ulne"" The llnavOIdahle corollary 01 thl.., \laIe of affairs IS 

that rellgloll .11111 art ICI\I thclr \JIHluc"tlolll'U hlrthnght in the homcl;md of human rcality 

and bccamc rl'legated to thc rcalm of a rnargmalllcd 'prohlem', worthy of intcllectual 

dl"'C()llr~C alld IHtle :l',\lj!nment Wlthlll rcallly. /)unng Ihl'l procc~s. the praclice of 

ardlllellufe dl')!CI1Cr,l1L:d Into the und"h"rncd fllnclIonaJ 'Icrvant of formai requlrcmcnts 

and lechnology whlie Il ... clhlcal componcnt. heing mtl'cled wllh thc ~amc ana!ytical 

"clcnlIflL logll, ]WLtlllll' L'xtcrnah/cd and :I1110n0Il10u,. conccrncd pfIlllanly wIth the 

1IIll1llng valul''' 01 et Ilucncy and t'conollly. Thu:-. thl'i fclt 10"" and vOid and ils rcsultant 

!-.c.lrch or C<Hllt'r11 for L'tille" dnd the cthJ(':~ of creation Inmt ln many ways be vlcwed as a 

n~acll()n III the dilectIOn Ihe l11odt'l Il T1l1nd ha" lakcn and it~ neglcct of the values that 

'relIgIOn' alld 'ail' (In tlrclr bro,Hlnt "cn"c of lIndcrstanding) providcd during !tlclr pnmaçy 

III h1l1llilll l'''i.pl'IIl'IlCe It IlIU"t il" wL"lI be vlcwcd a~ il protecllve mechall1<;m against the 

growlllg ... en"aIIOIl that thl" "t'IN? of 10\\ and void 1<; 1 n the procc'iS of bClllg wrongflllly 

l'Illet! wlth pOIl'lltl:t 11 y cata" t roplnc corl"cqllcncc~. 

'l'tH' l'Ollccrn fOl thc cIllIc" of t:fcallon as cxpresscd above IS dircctly linkcd to 

tl'chllOlogy ,Iml (lllf rok a-. tl'chnologlcal maker<; Tcchnology, in ail its complexitlt;s and 

pO,,:-.lhdIlIC .... arme l'mm thc modcIn mll1d III an effort to control and dom mate the lived 

wOIld '''' rnult,lIl! "lIl'Cl'..,.., and :-.1 fliC t ure, fllrthcr polan71ng the rcalm of cthics and praxis, 

only kd 10 ,Ill alllrmatloJ1 of man'" quasl-dlvmc al1lbitlOn~, WhlCh in the framework of 

1ll0dl'nllt~ wa" l'11 ... t wltilln the trajl'ctOlY from mathcmatical construction to self-

1.lc..'lllCatlOI1 Thll~ ICChllOlogy and Ihc Illlplic,ltiom of our relatiomhip to a tcchnological 

wotld cannol hl' t,lkcll iI'i bCll1g valuc nClitra! or mutc. 1 n faet a largc part of the equation 

of an awakcllltlg L'ttlH:al conCl'f1l 1" pn.'Œely becall~e of the situation thal an uncheckcd, 

lltoplcnnt.'lltl'd Il'chnology hlt" lead 10. A Icchnology feIt ln be untlcr control which now 

appt'i1IS ahk. \Vith horlltymg l'oml'qucllces, 10 revcr'lc these mIes An awarcne~s Into the 
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matter of technology. our technologü.',ll 'nak ing or crrallllg (and 'iubsl'lJul"ntly 

architecture) and ils relation 10 ethl(,~ i!\ crucial If a '~L'-humanlled, aI1L'natl'd world l'an 

cease to be perpetuated. and the po~slhllt\les of trurly afttrtnallVl' l'1l'atwll Illay hl' 

. d 2 postte . 

This thcmc of appropriate cthlc", and Ih proptllllU'" roll' III 'clcallng', III ail Ih 

implications IS cxplored 111 thls e s~ay t hroll~h thrl'l' IIHkpc ndant and Inlell t'I.lll·1I mot 1 h, 

which 1 bclicve provlde valuahlc l'OIllIl1Clllilly and IIl:-'lghtllllldlnIHlI1\ 011 Ihl' ahoVl' 

question: the Iegend or Illy th of the Goll'm. IIIl' -;Ylllhol and 'aldlllt'ctlllc' nf thc Wl' ... t,."t 

Wall in Jerusa\em, and the Ittcrary work. of halll Kall.a 

The \cgend 01 the ('oll.'m ha\, Itkc 110 olher po..,t hlhlll'ai kWI~h !t:gl'lIll. l'vo!..t'd 

the intcrest and provokcd the 11l1agll1atlOIl 01 JL'W\ and non·kw ... allk.l' Il ha.., 'weil 

intlucntialill in~p\ltng litrrary works, artl"'Ut' l'Xpn.~"'\lon. and ~C1elllllll' ~pt'llilallon and 

speaks dirccIly to the ethlcal conœrn~ of Jl1all'..; action ... and creatlVl' Jl1aklllg \)l· ... pIIC 

Chaylm Bloch'" warnmg, wntmg al the hCglllllll1g 01 Ihe u'nllHy. Ihal "I)I) 011(' ha ... yl'I 

been able to fathol1l the prohable ntcanlng of tlt~ (iolcm legt'Ildo.," ~ (II pm<'t'''\ IIIl" k.t'y III 

ilS mystery, the rlch comrncntary anù rdlcctlOIl 011 Ihe vartOll\ 11l1l''1lft'1.1I101l' 01 tlll' 

Golem legcnù, in its modern anJ prc-nH>Lkrn llll\rtIlc'llaI101l, ollly .tld III cllIlldolllllg tltl' 

question it bnng-; forth The nature 01 our crcatIOI1/cn:atlifl' (,okll1) 11111,1 JlCul',\;mly 

retlect back upon Il, creator. ThiS reflcctlOnupon Ik '!1aracln 01 Ihl' Ihlllg ... W(' Ut'all' 

can only serve n ... a condUIt to sclf-rcflectlon and ~uh~cljlll.'rtlly o.,l'II 1I1111(·r"'l.lllllllIl' 1 wo 

aspects which are irnpcrativc If the ljUC ... WlIl 01 prc\CIII day l'lltlL ... ,1I1t1 ln:dtloll lall lit' 

approachcd. 

The devcloprnent of the ... ymhol of the We,lern Wall III JWI\aklll, lrom 11\ 

emergencc Iwo thOlI';and ycar ... ago up to Il'. pre ... cnt lonn, rclku", and Cc!II)l''' Ihe ctlllC,tI 

concerns on our creatmg Ihal the Icgend ol"lhe (,Olclll hnl1g\ ln JI}!hl Il cXpre\\l'" III a 

physical rcality the larger or hroader context that the Iegcncll'Xlo.,,,, WIIIIIII and dl\c!Oo.,C\ 

another layer of under ... tandtng and 1/I.,lght 11110 Il pm"'lhlc cltlllai ground lor afftrrnatlvc 
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creative makIng. ft exposc'i, in a concrcte and tangIble manner, many of the paradoxes 

confrontlng wc\tcm culture at the cime of the twenueth century. 

ln the IIterary work of Franz Kafka. compmed at the beginning of the century, we 

\CC pcrhap\ the mo..,t vlvld exprc ...... lon of these paradoxe~, their de~tructive potentiality 

and Il ... effl:cl on an ethKal directive ln our actions and creations. Kafka and cqually 

IInportantanl IlIcrary work\ of the IwentIcth ccntury have confronted and appropriat~d the 

great theme\ of phllmophy, morahty, and ethlcs. In many ways providing a narrative map 

of praxl"i while cxplonng the amblguities of existence. In Franz Kafka's exploratory 

Illerature we have the workmg ... of the modem mind In aIl its complcxities. A mind that is 

'l'l'rnmgly 'l'If ·\ulllllcnl, IIlLdhgcnl, .. kcpllcal, lromcal, splcmhdly tramed for thc grcat game of pretcndmg 

Lh.u Lhl' world 11 lOl1lprdlL'nd\ m ,tcnh/ed \OhnrLy '" thc only and ultlInalc real onc - yct a mmd IIvmg m 

'Ill wllh Ihl' ..,oul (lI Ahraham lllU" hc J..now\ lwO Lhmg .. al once, and hoth wlth l'quai as .. urancc: that thcrc 

l' IlO Gud, ,m,ILhal Ihl'fl' mu\1 he (;od 4 

The thrce mOlli"", and their lI11phcations in relation to the ethics of creation, 

dlsclI"ised III th 1 ... c ... ~ay arc of a Jewish lcgcnd, a Jewlsh symbol and a Jewish author. This 

1 hclievr to he particlilarly pertInent 111 that the Judeo-Christian framework of betief 

(Important III aIl threr mol1f~ 'i) occupic"i a central position 1" the auributes that 

charactl'T1/C wc ... tcrn CIVlhl:ttlOn and that the JlIdeo-Christian scnptures and endless 

COtllmcntanc'l (of whlch the'it' three motifs can arguably be cIassified) puzzle incessantly 

over thl' nature ot creatlng - thc relation between body and image; body and artifact; body 

and hcltd Thcrdorr the Jcwi .. hncss of these motifs, although 1I1tegral in their formation, 

" not ItT1llllllg and Illfact enhanccs their ability 10 speak beyond 'religious phiIosophy' to 

gc l1L'ra 1 humaI! concerns of western society. The precarious relationship between body 

and Crl':ll1ng and the potenllal rdease of uncontrolled destructive powers cannot merely 

hl' Sl'cn a:-. a .JcwIsh conceTl1 but li lIniversal human one. One whlch carries with il 

cnonnous lInpltc:ltIon:-.. l!lclllding the awakening or realization that the concern for the 
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ethics of creation is now an imperative that cannot be dismis~ed as hcing external t'rom 

praxis. 

Notes 

1. Hana VolavkO\a, ed. "' 1 nevcr saw anoLhcr butterlly ....... , tr<m.,1. 1l'.mlll' Nl'Il\l'OV,I (Nl'W Ylll~ 

Schocken Books, 1959), P 50. 

2. This dlscus'\ion owc'\ much LO the conlerence l'nllllrd "Ardlltellurl" Ulm'" allli 'l'l'l hllolllgy" 

(Canadian Center for Architecture, Montreal, Novcmbcr 15, 16, 1(91) and Ihl' IIIlrlllllllllon III IIIl' 

procecdmgs by Alhcrlo Pere/-Gomel 

3. Chaylm Bloch, The Golem, lran,1 Il SLhnl'lderman (VH .. lma V l'fila y , 1'>2"), JI ~(I 

4. Erich Helier, Fran/ Kafka (PrnKeLon PnnCl'wn lJlJlVl'f\lly Pre ....... 1'>74), Il 10') 

5.1 would "ke 10 po .. "t thal thl'l 1'1 truc l'ven ln tJll' l,\,e III forall/ K,\n,,\ who o ... Il'Il\lhly wnll" 110111 

a secular background The ccnlrahly of hl., Jl'wl:-.h framcwork and Lra!lllulI\ ,,1 'Iwhl'!' ln hl ... WOllo:. 1\ 1 

bcheve imphcll wlthm Il Sce chapler 4 . 
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On a day simllar to the prevlous one, at dawn, Abraham awoke to fmd hlmself in a 

solitude. Physlcally, he appeared to be no dlfferent HIs room, formed by modular furniture, had 

not changed The dense urban fabnc, whlch enveloped hlm and where reason predominated for 

the good of humanlty, still camed on rts natural course Yet, Abraham deflnltely knew he awoke ln 

a solitude Cunous, Abraham pondered hls new-found situation, IIngenng dunng hls mormng ntual 

for an abnormally long tlme ThiS reallty mto whlch he awakened IS for some reason hauntlngly 

famillar to hlm, a distant shadow of a known obJect An enwonment he senses is shared by 

others An enwonment perhaps Inhented and equally accepted Decldedly, Abraham felt that he 

must set out and regain a sense of "belonglng" To what exactly, he wasn't qUite sure. But It was 

somethlng he felt he once had at some pomt and knew was integral to his being Why exactly, he 

wasn't qUite sure elther 

Abraham's IIngermg became obsesslve and his lateness was assured for hls particular 

functlOn of the day Rushing around IIke a frantic wet dog, he quickly grew upset with hlmself for 

allowmg thls lIagrant flaw ln hls usual sClentiflcally orchestrated daily movements. Abraham, 

reallzlng hls sltuatlOn's potentlally destructive posslblhties and still fully wlthm his faculty of 

reason, rallonallzed that hls Situation, although an e::;:-I!:ltly newone . need not and should not 

hlnder hlm ln gOlng about hls dally business, as any other normal human wou Id. 'l'U Just put It ln 

the back of my mtnd and allow my braln to take control of rt and master It. ThiS done, 1 Will no 

doubt be able to get back to the way thmgs were, wlth everythmg ln ItS rlghtful place'. Satisfied 

wlth hls cognttive ablltty to prevent any further mishaps as a result of hls situation, Abraham went 

on hls way 
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2. THE LEGEND OFTIIE GOLEM 

Modern Manifestation 

In the Hebrew year 5340 (l5HO C.E.) the grcat Rahhl JlIdah Locw hl'n Iklakl, Of 

as he is more commonly known as the Maharal l of Pragul', 1I1ltkrtook the ilia\.. II1g 01 a 

Golem in order to combat the COlll1l1ued attcrnpt of the lan:\lIcal PIIl'\1 Th.lddl'u\ 10 t:.IlI\e 

mischlef toward the JcwI",h communtty 01 Pragll~ On Ihe 'ieuHld day 01 Ihe 1II01llh 01 

Adar. after midnight. RabbI Locw look br" "on-rn-law, halle Ill'II SIII1\OIl, and Iw, (lllpJl, 

Jacob ben Chayim Sa"",on 10 the olltsklrt~ of tOWI1 and the han\.." of Ihe TI ver Tlwrc, hy 

torch-light and amld",t Ihe chanting of P ... allllli. they worked 10 lorlll a gW!lt lIgure Ollt 01 

clay. The three men placed thermelve'i at 111i fect and Rahhl I.oew hadc haac to walk 

seven Urnes around the clay hody, lrom nghl 10 Idl, whde rcuttng "PCClfll tl·.Ichmg<., 

from the Sefer Yetzirah (Book of hml1al1()II/Cr~atl()n) Whell thl'" wa ... dOliC Ih~ clay 

body became rcd IIke lire. It wa ... then JaLOb\ tum to Clfllllllll.lVlgatc the clay Ilgllle 

seven times, only thls lime t'rom !elt to nght and wlth Ihe dppropnatl' rl'lItatIOIl'" A', he 

completed thls ta'ik, the tire rcdne ... 'i wa<., cxtll1gul\hcd and watcr tlowed Ihrollgh the day 

body. Then the Rabbi hlm'iclf walkcd oncc around the figure and placcd 111 Ih llIouth a 

7 
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plClC of parchmcnt m.,cnbcd wllh the name of G(,G. The three together bowed to the East, 

WC"it, South and North and reLlwd "And he breathed mto hls nmtn1s the breath of life; 

and man oecamc a lIVIng .,0111" (Gcne.,l., Il, 7) Flre, Water and Air brought to life the 

fourth cll'lIlcnl Earlh and the Golem opcm.:d hl'i cycs and lookcd about. 

To ail appearanlc", thc (;oJem wa"i ordmary except that the faculty of speech was 

lacklllg III hUll J le wall told by Rabbi Locw that hls ta ... k was to proteet the Jews from 

pCr'iCLutloll and that he mu ... t ohey thc Rahhl" comma .. ds at ail urnes, as weil, he was to 

he called jO\cph. 

Over the IWxl ... everal year'i Jo<"cph Golem perfonned hls functlOn flawlessly, 

'iavlIlg the kWI"h COllll1llmlty of Prague several tirne~ from blood libel accusatIOns and 

plot" 2 Bul onc 1 Tillay alkrnoon, Rabhl Loew forgot 10 glve m'itructlons to Joseph Golem 

lor the UpCOlllll1g S,lohath a ... II wa ... hl'_ ClI'itOl11. Generall}', RabbI Loew used to order him 

to do !1oll11llg et"l' 011 Ihl' S,lhbath hut tn ~crve a ... a guarll. ThiS one partlcular Sabbath the 

(Jok'm hegal1 rUllfllllg ahout the Jewl'ih quarter of Prague like a mad man, threatening to 

dc ... troy l'Vl'Iylhlng. The pal1lckcd publiC reached Rahbl Luew and told hlm of the 

(Jo!cm\ lamp,lgc and although Il wa'i the Sahhath thl~ wa ... a qucstion of danger to human 

hIc and Ihm the prolanatlon of the Sahhath wa~ allowed Rahhl Locw rushed out and 

l.:olllTlwndl'd .Jo"eph (lokl11 to ~top, prcvcntll1g any furthcr mlshap-, and evll consequences 

to OI.:C!If l'hl' (,okm obeycd alld pcacl' was rc~torcd, but 10 the Rabbl's confldential 

fnl'Ild'i hl' ";Ild wornngly "The Golclll could have laid waste aIl Prague, if 1 had not 

calnll'd hllll dOWIl III Wnc '" 

A long tlllle h,ld pa!-'''l'd when the community was no longer molested by blood 

aCl'lI"al1on<; and Rahbl 1 ,{)l'W calkd on fm son-1I1-law, Rabbi Isaac, and his disciple, Jacob 

Sa ... "on and wld tlWlll, "Now the Golem has becomc ~uerfluous, for hlood Impeachment 

l'.1Il by tlm 1II1ll" no longer oCl.:ur III any country. ThIS wrong needs no longer be feared. 

Wc WIll then.'fort' dt, ... troy the Golcm "4 It wa'i the year 5353 (1593 C.E.) when the three 

Illen "Tilt ln tilt' g,IlTt't (lf the t\Itncu Synagogue where the Golem had been told to wait. 
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Monument to RabbI ludah Loew 

• The Altncu Synagogue ln the Jcwl"h (Juancr of Pra!!uc 
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J'undamentally, In de"troying the Golem, they dld everythmg In the reverse order that 

they <Jid In creatmg the Golem Even the words of the Sefer Yetzlrah were read 

halkwanh After thl" ta,>k wa" accomph ... hed, the Golem wa,> tram.forrncd again mto a 

c10d of clay The hody of the Golem rl'mamcd In the garret of the Altneu Synagogue 

where Il W;l'. 'itnctly forhlthkn lor anyone to enter 

Rahbl Judah Loew hen Be7alcl. ~Ixteen ycar~ after the de'itruction of the Golem, 

dlL:d Ile had hccn Involvcd III a dram<ltlc cpI"odc where he encountered a terrible giant 

(The Angel of (kath) who threatencd the entlrc communay. Although Rabbi Loew was 

ahle 1o ... ave hl" congregatl<lI1 he cOldd Ilot 'iavc hlmself for hl~ name had been earmarked 

lor <!cath '1 

The ahove account 01 the legend of the Golem 1<; ba'ied on the 1917 nove1 "The 

Golem. Lcgl'nd" of the (,het!o of Prague" by Chaylm Bloch and essentwIly forms thc 

modern IlIlder'itandlllg of the legcnd of the Golem. The Ciolcm l)f Prague is the most 

lamolls (ioll'Ill III Illodern tlllle'i and the prototype of mo<.;t 01 the 'Golemun' m the 

twenlleth u'ntllly Althollgh Ihe form of tills Golem In Ils vanou'i accounts has been 

aItered, the appl'al of the Golem III thls ccntury to the Ilnagmation of arttsts and their 

alldil'nCl'~ l'i IIndenlahle Ot the vallet y of reports on the Golem legcnd throughout its 

Ill'itory 11 l'i thl<; :-'1 '\tl'enlh cClltury (~()lcm of Praguc that has captured the modern 

fa~Cllla\lon and predlc.lI11cnt 

Chayllll Bloch\ vcr"iIO!1 of the Golem of Prague, prescntcd as an ongmal letter 

wnllcll hy Ihe Maharal hllmelf 10 a Rahhi Jacoh GII17burg of Fnedhurg, differed only in 

dct:l1ls t'tom a 190t ) doculllent cntllkd "Nlflaos Maharal HaGo/em M'Prague" ("The 

Wondl'f~ 01 the M.lh.lral The Golem of Prague") puhlishcd by Rabhi Yudel Rosenberg of 

Warsaw Thc .. e two texl" proVille the most Important literary outcome on the legend of 

the Gokm 01 Pragul" 111 relation 10 Jcwl<;h mystICIsrn Ro~enbcrg's account IS presented as 

hell1!,! l'oplcd hy the allthor l'rom a l1Ian\l~Clpt he found in the an.:hlves of the main library 

of Meil. Fr.IIlCl' :lrollnd the turn of the ccntllry The manuscnpt IS sa Id to be authored by 
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Rabbi Loew's disciple and son-ll1-law Rahhl 1 .... 1:11..' hl'Il Sumon Il.1I'l)ht:'tl Kali, \\ ho hall 

participated ln the creation of the Golem Wlth thc I\lah.\I ,Il WIlt'lhl" Ihl' .11IIho, ... llIp IS 

actually Rosenberg's and not the sÎ'\,ll'l'nlh l'cntllly C)l'\ .. lIlll' ... ' l' "'Ollll'Ihlll).'. tll,It m.ly 

never be known. although the hllik ot lI1odt:'rtl "chol.II ... llIp 011 Ihl' ... lIhll'll dOl hh the 

authenticIty of Ro~enbcrg's story of the "'l\tl'l'nth l'l'11H11)' ong1l1'" 10 III'" Il)()l) pllhl'l'.lllon 

What is known is that the ulithor wa ... wdl ,lquamll'd wlth the pllnled 1ll,lIcllal Id.IllIlg III 

the Golem. His story combines Kabhah~lll' Inatcnal wllh Ila~ldJI' It" Illlllolll)!.y ,IJHIIJ,t'JIIl'~ 

to produce an eiaboratc descnptlon of the Golem nt Pr.lgul' RO"'l'llhl'lg wa ... ahl' to 

provide what seem ... 10 he the flr'>! ... y:-tcmatll' dl ... l'lI' .... IOIl 01 Ihl ... tOjlll .IIHI ,11"'0 IhL' 1110'1 

mfluenlial one. Togclhcr wllh Bloch and h" plOpag.ltlvc l'lIoJl', Il wa:>. Iim Cll'allVt' 

literary geIlllls that cOlltnbllted to the ... prcad or thL' (iokm kgt:'IHI ni PI.lglll' ln w,dt'I and 

secular .1udlenccs, 

ln the Jewish world, the cagcrnc'i~ of the Ghetto kw to heltevl' 111 Iht' :tulhl'1l111lty 

of sllch type of stories had the cffcct thal hehd III the Maharal ..... (;Olt'ill hl'( ,1I1ll' ,1 palt of 

Jewish patrimony to the extcnl that the 11I~I()ncily 01 tht: kgclld wa" IIIHllll',IIOlll'd l'lm 

perception IS best cxcm pi fled in an 1Illerc~l1ng .... tory lold, hy a !Joloc,lu,t 'III v J VOl hOlli III 

Prague. ft was told 10 a Jewl';h soldJer JIl Bologna III 11),1') who n:lllarkl'd Ihill Ihl' Il'Ilt-r 01 

the story appearcd to be a frec-thl nker: 

The Golem dld not dl\appcar and cvcn 1:1 Ihc lIInc 01 the war Il weill 0111 of 1\\ hl<ll/lg plat (' III or <Il' 1 10 

safcguard It" "ylagoguc Whcll thc (icrInam Ou..uplcd l'rague, llley dcudl'd III ck\lfOy 1111' i\IIIIl'U\t hui 

They came to do Il; <,uddcnly, III the ..,lIclIec 01 Ihc "yn.tgogue, Ihl' ,Il'Il' of .1 ~',I.1I11 W.Jlklll)' (III II\(' !Oof, 

bcgan Lo bc heanl l'hcy \aw a ,hadow 01 a glanl h • .lfllI lallmg lrolll the WIII(/OW 01110 1111' lIom 1 lit' 

Gennan<; wcrc lerrrficd and thcy thrcw away Ihelr tool" and f bl.tway III pallll 

1 know tha1 lhcrc 1.., a ratronal cxplanatlon lor evcrythlllg, Ihl' \yIJa~',ogll(, 1\ a/l( !t'III alld (',I( h ,1I1t1 c'vl'fy 

<;hghl knock gCllcralc,> an eeho lhat rcverncralC,> ITIally IflHC'>, 111,(' \lcP\ ur 1IIIIfIdl'f AI\o Ih(' 1',1.1' ',l'''' 01 11r(' 

wmdow'i arc nid, the wmdow-panc" arc crookcd and tl'll'y dl\tort Ihc \ha!low\, lomlill/', \Irafl/~(' .,lIall('\ 011 

the floor. A blrd\ Ieg gcncralc<, a ,hadc of a glant hand on thc f100r and nev('rthcll'\'> Ihen' 1\ 

sornethmg.6 
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Thl'i conceptIOn ln the devclopment of the Golem exists on the legendary plane 

whcre Jcwl..,h folk tradItion havmg 'heard' of Kabbali!\tic ~peculations about the legend on 

the ~plrltual plane, tran..,lated thcm mto down-to-eanh tales and traditions, essentIally that 

of the (,okm of Praguc Thl.., tradlllon which has become our contemporary 

undcr..,tandll1g of the Golem lcgend i~ charactcrized by the Golem being a technical 

~crvalH of man .... nced'i, controlll'd by him ln an uneasy and precarious equilibrium. The 

Golem createo 10 hclp 1111, ure our phy~lcal 'iafety and comfort may ultimately threaten that 

phy",ral..,alely The creative art crcates the potentlal for ~df-hann or self-destruction. 

l'hl' ()ngUl~ ()f tlll.., modern undcr~tanoll1g of the Golem as an historical figure, a 

famulu'i wllh the por.:nllai to l11rm Il', creator, can he traced back to the first half of the 

slxteenth century and the Icgends of German Ha)'ldi~m. ft IS here that Nehcmiah Brull 

found the ~t()ry to the cffert that Samuel the PlOU). (fafler of Jlldah the Pious, the central 

figure anlong the..,e lIa'iidlln) "had l..rcatcd a Golem, who could not speak but who 

accompalllcd hun on hls long .I0umeys through Gerrnany and France and walted on him." 

1 Il another report pllhh~hed 111 1614 by Samuel Fncdrich Brenz Il IS wntten that the Jews 

had a magical dcvlcl' ca lied lIamor Goiim ft was an Image of mlld re~embling a man that 

wa~ ah le tn walk whl'Il certain ~pelb werc whi~pered in its cars.7 

Tlm Ilollon of the Golem ntual is qlllte a dlstJnce from its magical/mystical 

prcl'l'lklll~ 111 cal Ilcr Il'gend~ 1 kre wc ldentify the Influence of a diffcrent rcalm of ideas, 

nanll'Iy tho~e nmccrncd wlth the rnaking of an automaton. The suggestion of a 

'llll'ChallH:al' gokm as a fallllJllJ~ pnor to thcsc accourUs appears nowhere else in the 

Illstory of thc GOIl'I11 Iq;clld 

But Il i ... the tradllJ()n of Rahhl Ehjah Baal Shem of Chelm in its various fonns that 

1~ the hlucpr·~;;t for the modern manifestatIOn of the Golem legend of Rabbi Elijah's 

famnll~ contc11lporary, RabbI Judah Loew of Prague. The story of Rabbi Elijah as 

rcconkd hy il prohahk Polish Kabbahst and datcd between 1630 and 1650 is as follows: 

1 1 
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IL is known that whocvcr IS an expert In Stier l'curaI!, I~ ahk lu pl'rtnrm O(X'r,ltl\lI\' by Ih\' hui) n,llIIl", ,lIld 

out of c1cmenL~, duSI of a vlrgm soli and watl'r, ..1 m,llta ..Inti tuml IGnk1ll1 WIIlI'l\ll'rgc , "hl~ h h,l' .. Il.1111\, 

cven sa Il IS called dead, ,Im:e he lannot conta lIpOIl 1\ ~IIU" 1l'\lgl' ,ml! 'Ill'Ù h, "1111.1' lllll" kdg\' .\Illl 

speech arc the LIre 01 the Wnrld" , And 1 h.l\l' hl'.ml, III a l'l'rt.lln ,mil l'\phllt ".IV, tWill '1'\,\'1.11 

respectable pcr,on" Ûlat olle man Ih\ll1g1 clo,e to our Will', 111 lhl' hllly 1011111\\11111\ III Chl'llll, ,\ ho'l' Il.\IlIl· 

IS Rabbi EhJah, lhe: ma",~r of tlle lIaml', \ .... ho I1lJlk a lrl'l\llIIl' ouI 01 1II.1lIl'r .\1111 101111 .mll Illll'II\lIIIIl'1I h.ml 

work for hlm, for a long pcnod, Jlltl the: Il.HIll' 01 emfch W.h h.\Ilgmg IIp\l1l Il' Ill'll, lIntlil Ill' 1 111.111 Y 

removcd for a certam reason, the: nam\' Irom Ill' Ill'l'k. ,lIld It tllnll'tI 10 du,t X 

It is probable that since the authof states that the lcgend wa, lnown to several pl'Oplt: 11 

was in circulatIon prior to bemg suhlllllted to wntmg. Its origtns pO:-'-;lhly date had tu thl" 

generation immedwtely following the death of Rahbl Eltj.lh III 15X ~ 

Although the creation of a Golem tS herl' c1carly Itn~ed wuh tlH.' lIIodern 

understanding of the Golcm as a famlllu~ 11 (h~play.., a ~trollg Itnk.tge to p.lq Il adl!loll.., 

Firstly the term Golem 1" not u-;cd 111 it~ l,11er de~lgnalt()n a, a creature hllt Talhl'I III 11IlL' 

with ils standard medieval terminology a'i an an l'qulva1l'nt for matter Thcll' 1.." a ... weil, 

an em phasls on the conception of the creaturc il'- be Ing dl'ad, wlllL' h rd Il"(. h 1 hl' l'.lIlin 

influence of the totally nonhuman, ahlstoneal nature of thl' (ioJem Tlm all'()UIII a, il 

transitional picce aho lackli many of the I.,cTlllllal featurc-; of the /Jl()(ll'In Iq~l'I](I III 

panicular the dangerouli nature of the Golem and Il<.; 'tdillnan' power" aIl' Ilot hrought 

forth nor is the creator expltellly descnbed a" hcmg wornl'd ahout hl ... creatIon Aho the 

letters emeth (truth) are nelthcr wnttcn on the forehead, nor on a parchlllwt éltlachl'd to 

his forehead, It scem~ to be hangmg from hl<.; neck on 'iOnll,: ,>ort of amulet ft "hould he 

noted that although Rabbi EIIJah doc., take away the namc ('fnt,th hl' <!o('\Il't 1 ndlt'ate the 

precise reason for thl., act. 

The motif of the Golem a.., a phY"'ICal threat to tt ... creator f Ir.,t appcar., ln the 

writings of Gennan ~tudcnts of JCWI\h lore ln the ..,evcntecnth ccntury Il doc.., not occur 

in Hebrew literature untIl alrno,t one hundred ycar ... latcr. The carllc..,1 and rno<.,t cxpll<.:1l 
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accounl of thl\ in relation 10 Rabbi Elijah's activities is given in a letter written in 1674 by 

ChrI\toph Arnold' 

Alter \aymg certain prayer\ and holdmg certaIn fa~t day<;, they make the figure of a man from clay, and 

when lhey hav.:: \a Hl the ,hem ha-nu'fora.lh (the mo,t <,acred narne of God) ovcr Il, the Image cornes to Iife. 

And alLhough the Image Ibelf cannol "peak, Il undeNand\ what 1\ ~Id to It and comrnandcd; among the 

Poh..,h Jew\ Il (10<:\ ail km(h 01 hO\l"cwork, hut I~ nol allowed to lcavc the hou~. On the forhcad of the 

I/llage, they wn\.c mw/h, that 1\ tmlll nul an Image ()f thl" ktnd grow'I cach day, though very smalt al first, 

Il cn<h hy Il(x OllJlIlg largcr than ail thmc ln the hou\C. In order lo t.a.k.c away h" 'Itrenglh, whlch utllmaLCly 

Il\'LOUl('~ ft thrl'altll alltho\C 1/1 the hou\e, lhey <.jUlckly era,e the flr't Icucr aleph from lhe word pmeth on 

111"- fordllwl . ...,0 th.lllhl'rl' rl'III:IIII\ only the word me/h, lhall\. deu(l Whcn lhl" ,<; donc, lhe golem collapses 

aI\(l dl\\olvc.., 11110 th(' LI.ly or llIud lh.Jl ht' W.1" They...ay thal a hWJI.lhfm JO Poland , by the na me of 

Rahhl JoII.I\, IlIdlk a golem who Il{'Lanll' \olargl.· lhal ÛlC Rabbi lOuld no longer reach hls forchcad ta cra~e 

the !clin IIlt'{1h 1 Il' IhoughlllP a lnd., lIarndy thalthc golem, hcmg h", \crvant, <;hould rcmove hl~ boolS, 

\UPPO\IfI)( tll.1I whell lhl' goleJ1l Ill'nt ()Ver, hc would cra~e thc ,l'llcr And \0 Il happcned, hut whcn the 

goklll heUlllll' lIIud agam, III~ whok wClght kil on the Rabbi, who wa\ ~ltllOg on lhe hcnch, and crushcd 

hlm.lI 

Jacoh Emden, a descendant of thi", Rabbi Elijah, tells of a similar story almost one 

hllndrcd year\ laler In il he recounls how Rabbi Elijah o;;aw that the creature he had made 

kt·pt growlIlg largcr ,tnd ~Irongcr by Vlrtuc of the Name WhlCh, written on parchment, was 

fastcl1cd to hl" fOll'head. Rabhl HiJail grcw afraid that the Golem rnight wreak havoc and 

dL· ... tl'ucllon (Ill a "'l11lllar account hy the same Juthor he writes that the Golem might 

dcstroy the wotld) R.abhl EhJah eventually sutnmoned up the courage to tcar the 

pardlllll'Ilt wllh thL' name of Goll on it from the Golem's forehcad. The Golem then 

collapsed h"-c a clod of earth and 111 the process damaged his master and scratched his 

face. 10 

ln hoth casC'!'I the creator enters i nto a q uandry because his creation is growing in 

such a way tlwt he cannol control the proccss anymore, and he is therefore compelled to 

stop the pr()ce~o;. Thus Ihe .K'counts are essentially the same except for the degree of 
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damage inflicted upon the Golem creator in his .lttcmpt to .. top thl.' (,Oll'lll'S fllry <.. )thl'r 

varients on thi~ themc exist al thls parllcular tltlll' aIl wlth thl.' new fc.ltllrl' of tlll' 

dangerous character of the Golem bcmg emphasiled 111 .... ume 11l.lt\ller or anolhl'L Tlm 

Golem has pnxhglous strength and grow~ beyond Illl'a'un.' Ill' h., .... the ahtllty to dt.',tmy 

the world or at the very 1ca~t came a con~lderahk uegrl'c 01 damage Il appl.'.II" tll he..' tl1l' 

power of the tellunan t::lcment. aroll~ed and "l't 1 n 1l1o!1on hy lhe na Illl' 01 ( 1()(.I, th,ll .11 h lW~ 

the Golem to do ~o Unlcss this tellun.m forec 1 .... held III cheà by the diVIllt.' Il.llIll'' Il Il'l'' 

up in a blind and destructive fury 'l'hl'" c.\lth m.lglC awal...cfll. chaol1c and "L"Y IHI\\-l.'rlul 

forces that must be kepl wIthll1 a prOreT l'lhrca 1 l'Olltext and Ir.IIllc..'wo,k lOT thl'III to Ill' 

affirmative entitics and not uc:-.truclivc. 

This variation of the (ioIcllllegcnd 01 Rahbl EIrJah Haal SlwlIl 01 Chelrn 1" IUllhl'r 

updated into the fonn of that of lakoh ('nrnm, who \\-Tole exten\rvely Oll lhl' (,,,km 

phenomenon III the beginlllng of the IlInetccnth ec!1tllry Il It mmt have tH'l'!1 \hortly 

before Grimm's day that the Polr~h Icgcnd aoout the- I{,lhlll EIIJ.lh 01 ('hl' 1 III Illovl'd tu 

Prague and attached ibclf to the far nlO!e- lamou" Ilgllre 01 thl: gll'al I~ahhl (,o(."w 01 

Prague. ln thi~ Prague tradition of the carly !1l1lctecll11llcntllly, thl' kgelld wa\ a"oc.. lated 

with certain ~pccial feall1rc'i of lhe Sahhath Eve Irlurgy l'hl' ..,Iory "th"l Hahhr 1 AIt'W 

fashioned a Golem who dlu ail manncr of wor"- for Ill .... rna"ler dllrl/l~ the wl'l'k But 

because ail creature:-- rest on the Sabhath, Rabhl !'Ol'W turlll'd hl" (;okrll h:d 10 llay 

every Friday cvenrng by taklng away Ihe nalllc of God ()ncl', however, lhl: Habhl f( )rgot 

to remove the Name. The congn:gatIon wa.., a,,\cmbkd lor ..,ervlLc" Illlhe .... yflagogllt" :lIId 

had alrcady recitcd the ninety- .... econd P .... ,.!I1l1 whclllhe IlIrghly(;olclll rail cllllWk, ..,""krng 

houses, and threatemng to de<.,troy evcrytlllng. Rabhr Loew wa\ '>1II1l1ll0/H.:d, rI wa\ .... tllf 

dusk~ and the Sabhath had not rcally beglln.llc rmhcd al the ragmg (,otem and lore away 

the Name, whereupon the Golem crumhlcd tnto du"t "r he RabbI till'Il orcÎ<:rl'd that Ihe 

Sabbath P~alm be repeatcd, a cmtolll whl(;h ha ... rcmatnt.:d to tlll.., day III tha t ""y/lclgogue, 

the Altncu Schul. The RabbI never brought the Golem back 10 Ide, hut hurtt.:d hl, reTll.IIII, 
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ln the attie of the ~ynagogue, Once after much fasting, Rabbi Ezekie! Landau, one of 

Rabbi Locw\ most prominent "uecc~<;or"" is said to have gone up to look at the remains 

of the Golem. On hls return he gave an order, blndmg on ail future generations, that no 

mortal mu"t cver go up to that attie. 12 

Origin al1d f)evelopmcnt 

Prior tn de!vmg Into the origins of the Golem tradition and the nature of its 

mClamorpho'ii~ Into Il'i modcrn undcrlltJ.nding, severa! utterances on the nature of the 

Golem as rcponed hy Chayim Bloch should be kept in mmd. Firstly, the actions of the 

(;(llcm arc IIke those of an autornatlc machine that fulfJlls the will of ils creator. It has no 

trace of gond or cvll mstlllcts A" a rc"ult. when Il ran amuck it dldn't realize il was 

cOlllrniulIlg an evJl aet. and thcrcfore ils action can be seen as an inherent property of its 

nature. Aiso the Golem wa~ pcrcclved as an ineomp!ete creation and was unworthy of 

Nl',\'lllunah (the hght of (Jod) but was inhabIted by N('f(',\h (sensory being) and Rltach 

(~ptrlt). SIIlCC thcrc was no Nl',\/zamah the Golem could only possess a smal! portion of 

IIltl'lhgellce. Dam (knowlcdge). The other two intelligences, Chorhmah (wlsdom) and 

lJifla (J lHlgcmcllt), could not be s upplicd at aiL And finally the creator of the Golem must 

not only he li Icalllcd man hut also a ladik (nghteolls man) ifhe is to be able to collect 

the Illddt'n IllY'" l'(lIICl'alcd in the lettcrs of the Scfer Yetzirah through which it is possible 

tn glve IIfc to a Itfc1c,,~ hody, n 

Thc Importance of the Srfcr Yctzirah as a gcnerating text for the creation of a 

(Jo!rm IS l'vldcnt Ilot only ln the above passage by Bloch (as weil as his modern 

collcagm's) but throughout the history of the Golem legend and as a result is ilS most 

inllucllualtext. Almn~t alllllcdieval and modcrn authors \\:ho dealt wuh the Golem issue 

have mCIltioncd thi~ texL yel the creation of an anthropoid is not exphcitly noted in this 

short, atKlcnt cosmogonieal and cmlllologicai trealise. This text, pmbably authored by a 
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Jewish Neo-Pythagorean 10 the thlrd century. in part d~ah wlth an t'\planatton of S(ll1\~ 

aspects of the Genesls story. The Scfer Yctztrùh de~cnbe., \\Ilth a ... 1I01l0TllIC(l a"trnlogll'.,l 

and anatomical detatl how the cosmos WC'fC' InIlIt. l'''''l'ntl,llIy l\(lm the applopnatt' 

pennutations and combmauom of the twenty two kUcls of tilt' Ikhll'W alph.lhl,t ,dong 

with the lettcrs of the Tetragrammaton. ThC'~e Irttas (or eklllcntary kttl'I") helllg the 

structural elements or foundatloll UpOIl which Crcatlon wa" l)llllt Man 1'1 pn'''l'Ilk'd as ,1 

microcosmos fully attuned to and in synchrony wtlh the gll.'ater wotld 

Though the trl'alise is prcscntcd as a thl'OrctH:al gUldl' tu Ihe "tmelure 01 thc 

Universe it may have been intenued a'i a ~()rt of manual of magleal pr,lcl1rc" ('elt:llllly 

medieval commentanes on the Book, partlcularly III the tradtllOll of the Ftl'Ilch and 

German Jews, tnterpretcd lt 111 a magl\.:o-mystical lorIll The fll\al ch,IPler olthl' lIeall"c III 

which "Abraham our father" i" mel1l1Ol1ed for the IIrst tII11e "'l'em.., to pOlllt III thls 

direction. In the final Mishnah (a UnIt 01 study) 111'-; wnttcn thal. 

When Abraham our falher, may he re~t ln pcaœ, lallle: hl.' lookcd ,Uld ",IW, ,lIId ulldcr\lood, allll l' X jJlorl'lI , 

and engravcd, and hcwed out, and \IK:cccoed al C'rc..ttlOn iI\ Il 1<; \Llld, "And Ihl' oodlt'\ Ihl'y h.ld III,HIe .11 

Haran" (Gcnc\ls 12 5) The Lord 01 ail - may Ih~ Namc he pral'led lorevt'r· wa\ reV(',lkd 10 hn.·, .\/HI Ile 

set hlm ln HI'> bO'iom, and Ile kl,,,ed hlln on 111\ lIead, and Ile <:,llIed hll1l "Aorahalll, Illy hclow<!" O""ah 

41 :8), and He cut a covenant wlth hlln and wlth hl<; ..,ccd lorcvcr, a\ Il 1\ "',lId "And he Iwllcvcd 11\ Y IIV Il, 

and He con .... dcred Il ln IlIIn 'or nghtcolI\IlC"''' (Gelle\l'> l'i (1), and 1 le lui a lOVl·11aI11 wllh 111111 hel Wl'l'II Ihe 

ten fmger., of tus han<h and that '" the COVCIl,1Il1 01 lhe tongue, and hdwl'clI the Il'II hw\ 01 hl\ IlCI, ,lIId Ih,11 

is the covcnant 01 the lIrWmll\lOn, and Ile lied Ihe t wcnly two klll'r\ of the lor,lh III hl ... IOllgui' alld Ile 

rcvcalcd lO hlm Iii., ~lrcl He drew lhem ùHough Water, Ill' hurlll'd lhelll III "'rt', 1 le ... hmk tht'III tJlfllugh 

the Air, He klOdlcd them 10 Ille Scven Slar" Ile Icd IlIClIIlhrough Ill(· Iwdve l()II~ll'IlaIIO/l\ 1-1 

From this passage tlle author plomotc~ the notion that Ahraham on the ~trength 01 lm 

insight into the system of thlllgs and the potcnc.;ie~ of Iclters had the abJllty to 11l111ate and 

in a certain ~ense repeat God's aet of creation. ft a'i weil provJde'l a plau'llhlc 
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interpretation 10 Gcne ... n .. 12'5 that Abraham actually made bodies or souls as the outcome 

of his knowlcdgc of the pnnclples ~et out in the Se/er Yetzlrah 

The InterpretatIon of Abraham as creator of bodlCIi or souls as a result of his 

knowledgc of the pcnllutatlOm and cornblllatIom cxprcs~ed 111 the Se/er Yetzirah is later 

quahficd III rllilny c()mm~ntanc ... that attcmpt to e<;tabh.,h the unlqueness and unit y of the 

('reator. The a"lIlllptlon that ScJer YelZlrah ~crye~ thl~ purpose is c1early displayed in 

the followlng dlo..,cU'\lon (JI the TelatJon~hlp bClwecn Abraham and the cosmological 

gno~ls found Hl thl' Ircatl\c. Ahraham, according 10 this ~O\ITce: 

"Il alollc alHl 1IIl'IIlI,lIl'd Oll Il, hullould undl'r"t.md Ilolhmg ullul a hcavcnly vOlee wenl forth and ..aid 10 

IlIfn "Arc you Irylllg ln ,cL your ... l'II up .1" Illy Cljual" 1 am one and have ercated the Seler Yelurah and 

<,lulJJed Il, oui you oy your"l'II t-,lIlllol IIlllkr"t.mtl It Thl'rdorc ulkc a companlon and rncdltatc on il 

logelhl'f, and you Wllllllldl'r\~\Ild Il'' l hcrl'upon, Ahraham wenl to hl., tcacher Shcm, the ... on of Noah, and 

"II wlLh hlln lor Ihrl'c yl"lr\ and Illey medltalcd on Il untll thcy kncw how lo ercale a world And to lhls day, 

Ihcrt' 1 ... 110 Olll' who L,III IIlllkr\t..lIltill alone, Iwo <'t-holar ... (arc nccdcd), and eyen Ihcy under~umd Ilonly 

afler Ihlet' YI',I1"', whl'Ieupoll Lhey LJn male cvcrylhlllg thclr hl'drL<, dC"'lrc Rava, Loo, wI ... hcd 10 undcrstand 

Ihe hook "Iolll' Theil Rahol Zl'lr.1 ... ;\1<1 ln hlrn Il 1 ... wnllcll, "A ~word 1<, IIpon thc 'imgle, and lhcy "hall 

dull"" Ihal \<, 10 \ily .1 \word 1\ upon Ihe "'thol,lf'" who .,It IIldlvldually, cal.h by hlmself, and conccm 

Ihl'lIl\l'lve ... w Ilh llll' Torah I-ct Il'> Ilwll 1lK'l'1 and bu'\y our<,clves wllh Sljer YelZlrah And so thcy sai and 

1I1l'<lII:\I('(lon Illor Ihrcc yl'.I1\ <lIltIC:lIIlC 10 under\umd IL .15 

Thercfore the ahlItty 10 unoerstand the S(fcr Yctzlrah and ail its correlative implications 

hy oneself I~ concclycd hcre solcly as the prerogative of God. Man can achleve the 

1111110~t It.nowll'dgc of the CTe,ItIYC powcr~ lI1c1udcd in il, l'yen 10 create a world, but it 

mu"l he donc wllh a companlOIl. And sn the hlen rchy lS made explicit and the context in 

whidl man· ... creatIve powcr~ l'an tlounsh is c!carly dclmcated. 

'l'hl' rd'l'rence 10 Raya, who also wanted to create aJonc, and Rabbi Ziera is a 

daivalion of the most mfluenttal and cxphcit passage treating the possibility to creatc an 
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artificial human being and one WhICh gave credenœ to the above excgcsis on Gcncsis 

12:5. The passage IS found ln the followlIlg Talmudic vcr't" 

Rava sald. If the nghh'ou", dC"'lrl'd Il. they l'ould hl' l'rl'ator .... h,r Il 1>: \Hllll'n. "Your IIIHjUIIll'>: h.IVl' 

dlstmgU1~hcd bl'tween you and your (Jod " (1 .... 1I,lh 'i4 2) l'of Rav,I nl':lll'd a man and 'l'nt 111111 hl Kallh. 

Zclra. The Rahhl ... pokc lO 111111 hut fl'l'l'IVcd no ,\lIW,'l'( Thl'fl'upon Iw -;,\1\1 111110111111 "1 hou ,III ,llll'.lIurl' 01 

the maglclans. Re(urn to yOUf lIu"t ,,16 

Thus the creative power of the nghteous, the pleltsts, is hmllt'd Rava p; "hie to Cft'atl' il 

man who can go 10 Rahhi Zcml, but he cannot entlow him wlth "pl'l'ch. and hy Ill" ... lIC1H'l' 

Rabbi Zeira recognizes hls nature. Thl" artlflClal or Illaglcal llIall 1:-' ,lIway\ bll \.-lIlg III 

sorne es~cnl1al functlOn We art.' not told how the alllfillallllan wa' llc.lled huI Il t'.11I hl' 

inferred that lt wa", made out of du\1 '1'0 tlll"l end the conllccllOIl and \\llIIl.lrlly 01 the art 

of creating an anthropOId 1:-' made wlth the cu:alloll (If Adam hy (iod l'hl" VaIIOU\ 

GeneSl'! excgesl\ on Adum\ creallon form the fOot ()( ha\l' 01 thl' (ioklll kgl'Jld ;\ Illall 

who tni.;kes a Golem and God who rna"'c\ Adam, thl' creatIve power of 111.111 and Ihe 

creative power of God necccs'Ianly enter mto a rclatI(Hl\hlp. "AlL'thl'f Il he 01 l'Ill Il 1.11 Ion or 

antagonism. 

ln essence this creation of an artlflCtal man and II', evolutloll Into the (,(llclII 

legend is a rnctaphor of Man\ (Adam) own creation at the halld and hrr.llh 01 (iod (a", 

weil, In part, Adam"" suhsequent onglllal aet of trall"grc\\Iol1 III \el''''lIlg tl/ he IIkl' (iod. 

and know of good and l'vII and the power of creation) 1'01 the pllrpml' 01 thl ... dl'>L1 .... \I01l 

the Rabbmical and Talmlldlc comrnentane\ on (;elle'>l" arc Imporlanl lor thl' l'volullon 01 

the Golem legcnd, for at certum "!age,> m AdaTll'.., crl'.ttloll Ill" 1\ "ltll.dly rl'/crrt'd to a.., a 

Golem. Thc'oe comll1entafll.~\ add anolher layer (wlllch arc I.ltn (kvelopt d .uuJ 

accentuated m the mlddle age.,) heyond the more ohvlou\ cOllllel.llon I>etweell the ll1aklng 

of Adam and the maklng of a Golem, namcly that they were both forllled "of the du..,t of 

the ground" (Gene~l" 2.7). The telm "Golem" u\ed III thc,;e JJa..,..,age.., 1., adopted !rom the 
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J lebrew word that OCCUf\ only once In the Bible (Psalm 139: 16) where it meant shapeless 

matter or unformcu and 1'1 'Ialu in refercnce to the !o,pcaker who praises the Creator 

acknowledglng how Ile ~ecretly formcd hl~ body "m the lowest parts of the earth", from 

Whlch came hl' gokm (amorphou'l matter), 

ln one 'lIlch Talmudlc pa,sage, whcre the term "Golem" IS usd 10 reference to the 

creation of Adam, the f1r~t twelvc hours of Adam's first day is described: 

The day wn"l,>ted 01 lWclvc hour ... , In the liN hour, the du\t was gathcrcd: ln the second. It was kneadcd 

JIltn a golem, li ... lJ/lunlormcd III a ...... , III Ille UlInt, hl'\ IlInh ... were ~hapcd: ln thc fourth the soul was mfuscd 

JIlto h 1111, III the Ilflh he ... loml on hl ... !l'cl, ln the ~Ixlh he gave name" (tu ail hVlllg th mg"); III the scventh 

Eve W,,\ ~I\I('n tllm lor a 1ll,lll', tri the cl~hth lhe two lay down 10 hcd and whcn they !cft lhcy were four; JO 

thc nlOt'lh the prolubllJ()n wa ... LOllllllllllKall'd 10 11101, ln the tenlh he lrall"ge~\cd Il; JO the cleventh he was 

Jud~l'd, III Ihl' f\.\-dllh he W,I\ l'xpclled and wenl oul of Paradl'\c 17 

Adam is hcrc pcn.:eivcd as a Golem, an unfonned mass. prior to obtaining fonn and a 

soul ~lI1d the ahlllty to spcak, in order to give things their narne. A further developrnent of 

thls mOllI' can be round ln a midra.\h on Genesis 5: 1 From the second and third centuries. 

Here Adam io.; not only described as a Golem, but a Golem of cosmic size and strength to 

wholll Ood ... howcu ail future gClJcratIons 10 the end of ume: 

ln lhl' hour wht'II Gotl crcated Adam, Ile lfeatcd hml as a Golem, and hc sprcad from one cnd orthe world 

10 the nlher, a, lt 1\ wnttl'II "Thme cyc~ dld '>cc Illy Golem" (Psalm 13<)'16), Rabbi Judah bar Simeon said: 

WIIlIt' Ad,lI11 '1111 tly J~ a Golem hclort, 1 hm who ~pokc and hroughllhe world 1010 bcmg, He showed him 

l'a~h gl'lIl'r,\lIOIl ,1IId 11\ WI\C IlIl'II, each gencralloll and Ils ludgcs, Ils scnbes, IL" expositors and its 

k.llkr'\ IX 

A possible extrapolation of this reading according to Gershom Scholem is that while 

Adam was 111 this Golcmic state sorne tcllurian power flowed into him out of the earth 

t'rom which he was made and allowed him to receive such a vision. 19 Adam's size, as 
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weIl, can be interprcted as a sign that the power of the who\c cosmos was concentrated \Il 

him, a perception that is reflected in tills huer midrtl.\/z : 

When God wl~hed 10 crratc the world. H~ lX'g,\I1 H" l'rl':ll1on wilh nolhlllg mhl'r Ihan Ill.l\l and IIl.1dl' 111111 a ... 

a Golem. Whcn He preparcd to ('a~t a ... oul mIn hllll. Ill' .... lId Il l "et hllll down I1IIW, Il WIll 1,,-' ,,-mllhat IH' 

was my companlon 111 the worl<. of ('rl'~lll()II, ~ll 1 Will kavc tu III :t, ,1 ('lIkm, 111\1111 h,lVl' IlIu ... lI\'d l'Vl'rylhlll~ 

else When Hc had crcJlcd cverylllll1g, Ihe ange! ... "':1111 10 1 hm Arl'II'I yOll glllllg 11IIllakl' Ihl' 11\.111 yllu 'PUll' 

ol! Hc rephed' 1 made hlln long ago, only the ,oui 1\ 1l1l ...... Ulg 'l1wlI Ill' l.I"" IIll' ,oui 1II111 hlln ,ml! ,~'I hllll 

down and COl1centralcd the who\c world III hllll Wllh lum Ile hq~,\Il, wllh Illm Ile ulIICltllkd, a, Il 1" 

wnllen: "Thou ha"! fonnei! me hcforc and hehmd" (1',,,1111 l ,9 'i) 20 

There is also here evidence of the lrcpiuatioJl or wariness of man's potcnllal tlllcat Jo 

God's unique position that becomes a proIn\l1ent fcatllre 1/1 lIl:lny 01 the latcl Vl'r~lons 01 

Golem making and ilS danger or warnmg. But tn go back 10 the COl1l1l'CtiOIl 01 tlll' (iolcm 

and Adam, what we sec from the above ~OllICC<'; 1<.; Ihat thc Blhltcal Vl'1'iC Illcntlolllllg the 

word Golem ln Psalms was rcmtcrprctcd by RabhulIc 'iourCC'i a~ dcallllg wlth the l'ICalH)Jl 

of Adam. For the Idca of thc Go!cm Il i~ pO'islok to sec In thc~e COI1J\Ilcntam., l'kll1ellt~ 

and sCC:lIels of actlOn'i that foresh,ldow and arc enhanccd UpOIl in latl'r UI .... CIl'i'lIOI1., 011 the 

creation of an arufiCHll man or Golem. Thc Illaglcal/my .... tlcal power 111 the LOlllhlllalloll of 

the Hebrew letters (as ulsplaycd above with the S{ja Yl'l7lrllh ) wa., .... upcfllllpo<.;ed to 

these Adam/Golem elements of creation at n later .... ta!!c 

The development of the Golem lcgcnd, through It'i ollglnc., alld rool'> ln thc Blhle 

(Psalm 139: 16), Scfer Yetzirah, Tnlmudlc ra\'Iagc~ and cxege ... ec., on the creation of an 

artificlal man and the connectl(ln of Adam und Golem, e ...... enttally \et font! thc conccptHH) 

of the medieval Idea of the Golem that "'prang up arnoflg the o.,trong e\olcnc /llovt:IIlt:llt, 

of French and German Jew'i ln thc age of the cflJ .... adc\ They wcrc cagn ln pcrpctuatc, If 

only in nte~ of lnItlatIon wlllch gave the adcpt a rny\ttcal cxpcrtt:nu: of the creative 

power inherent in pious men, the achlcvernent attnbuted to Abraham and Rava and other 
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nghteous men of old apocryphaJ legends. The Golem appearing in the twelfth century, in 

the sen ... e of a man-lib.! creature produeed by the magical powers of man,21 is perceived 

ali a 1cgendary hgure dcnved from a ..,ct procedure varying slightly in different accounts. 

It is tran~forrned i nto the object of a mystIcal ritual designed ln a sense to confinn the 

adcpt ln hls ma..,tcry ovcr ,>ceret knowledge. The creation of a Golem is here seen as an 

end in 1t,>c1f, the Golem mu'it ..,crve no practlcal purpose. The aet of making a Golem is 

thought of a'i il muai of ln ltlatlon lOto the secret of ereation.22 This notion is perhaps best 

excmplJfïcd 111 the ct:'itatlc Kabhalah of Abraham Abulafia (1240 - ca. 1292) where the 

my~lJcal cxpcncncc of the act of crcation by the adept culrninates in eestasy. In a 

dC'iCnptlon of crcatlng a creaturc Abulafia wntes: 

ÂI Ihe hegIIIlllllg 01 the (reatIOII, lhe pcr\oll mu..,t he aquamted wllh the quahty of the welght, the 

cOl1lolllallOn ""d Ihl' varIallon And he ha .. to he aquamted wlLh the con.,tructlOn and ail the alphabets, the 

2 ~ 1 gales (lI the "lph,IOCI", wlllch arc engrawd III the 11111lh spherc (or whccl), dlvlded lOto ~Ixty parIS. And 

he has ln lx' alju,lInll'd wllh lhl' cornhlll;tlJOI! 01 alllhc leucn-, and ail Ihe alphahcL~, each one per "e, unlil ail 

Ihl' gall· ... wIll hl' l'Illllplell'd And hl' ... haillake purI.' du"t antl tlour, lum the whccllll the mlddle, and bcgm 

ln wmhllll' unlJl tJll' 211 gale ... arc l'OlllplllCd, anllll1l'n he will rcccive the mflux of wlsdom. Aflerwards Ict 

hlln tah' Li howllllll pure 01 wdh'r alld a ... mall "'pl)on Lmd 1111 Il wlth carth. He ~houid know the welght of 

Ih<.' l'~lrth lx-Iorl' hl' tX'glll~ 10 ,llr Il and Ihe '>1/1.' of the 'p<)on Whcn hc has flllcd It, he s~ould ~cattcr Il and 

,Iowly hlow Il over Ihe w.ller Whlk bl'gmnlllg LO blow thc flrst spü<)nful of ~rLh, he should reclte loudly a 

Icllcr 01 Illt' l!lVIIll' Il.11lll' and pronollllcc Il JO a ~lIIglc hrcath untll he will bc ('xhau"'tcd and hl'\ face should 

lx' IUfllt·t! 10 Il](' l'drth And '0, hcglllnlllg wllh the l:ombmauon.., th al COnslJlule the part~ of the head, he 

.,houhllorm "lIlhl' Illl·lIlhl·r ... III a l!l'lImlc onIer, unlll a ligure cmergc~ .. Il 1" forhldden Lü do lIkc the decd 

01 lhl' ('rl'.Hor, and you ... h,,11 Ilol le.lm Il III ortler 10 pcrform It, hut you ... hall leam It III order ln understand 

and 10 Il'~ldl and 10 l:k.lw 10 tJll' grcal nalll(' of God, pral~ed he He 23 

The ahovc texl 1" hased on the reCÎtation of the combinations of the alphabet, in order to 

rcœ1ve the lIlt1ux of Wll\dolll, and the Ictters of the divine narne in order to create the 

figure. The process of creation IS not corporeal but of thought. It exists in the 

contcmplatlon of the act and Ilot Ir1 ilS lflstrumentality. Golem-making is a mystical, 
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spiritual experience for Ahllafla .1I1d not ahout the practic,l\ pllrpOSl' of ,11'1Ually l'I l'al lIlg ,1 

Golem. the real creation wa~ the ~piritu,ll one WhH:h Illfit\1tdy tranM:l'lllkd .lIly 

production of bodies. AbulafIa and his IlH.'dICV,ll cnntl'lllpor,lfIl· ... Il:-'1' tr,llhtlOll or p" ... 1 

8iblical and Talmudic passages only a~ a startlllg plHllt lm- ll!l'Ir Pll',CIlI n(ll'fll'Ill'l', 

hermeneutically altenng the ongms. The Golem III ail 'LTnano, I~ d"",o\vl'd IlllOlhl' l';lIlh 

that it is born l'fa ... soon as it 10.; created. and w\th the 1I1111;lIlon 01 thl' l'fl',lIm Il h" ... 'l'rwd 

its purely psychic role. Ablllafla take'i tlm one "tep further and l'ompktc\y Ignorc, the 

nced to annihihte the crc<.:ture since 11 wa'i nO! l'ven COlll'L'lvnl ul ,'~ ,\ \a'lIllg l'llIlIy and 

therefore therc was no need to worry about 110.; onlo\ogll'al ,l.llw. ;lIll'l 11ll' l'Ild 01 11ll' 

mystical expencnce Il1volvl'd 111 Il'i crl'altoll Th~ Cll'alun: apparl'Iltly dl"ap.IIL· ... when 11ll' 

Kabbahst return'l from the p,lranormal ,tate of COIl\L'\OU,ne\\ PU)(hILL'd hy tlH' applolHlatl' 

technique of Golem maklng. Al'io wlth AbulafJa we ,>el' a dcpartllfl' frolll thl' III 01 l' 

tradltlonal fonm of Jcwi<.;h mystlClsm whlch cali lor Illore than Olll.' partlclIMllt 111 tlll' 

operation of Golem makmg. Thl~ hcars eVHknce 10 the parl1cularly IIIdlvldlla\J\t1C natlllc 

of ecslatlc Kahbalah. 

The conceptIOn of the Golcm as I1ll1\lrated ahovc II, that of an l.'c\tatlc l.'xpcnl'lIœ 

where the figure of clay was mfll\cd WIth ail tho,c radiation.., of the hlllll:tn 1l1llld, 

deriving from the combmatlOIl'i of the IIehrew al phabct anJ the lIamc ot (iod The clay 

figure became ahve for a flecting moment of cc\tacy, hlll Ilot hcyolld 1\ I\ltllollgh tlll\ 

pre-modern marllfe\lallon of Golem maklng 1\ dOllllnant alld Jl1mt relevant 10 tlll\ 

discussion, lt ~hould he noted that othcr 110\100\ conccfIlllIg c,lrly (,o!cm practl( C\ !lItt 

exist. The vuril'ty of technique'i 10 cn:atc a (,o!ern dC!lloll"trate that thl" pm<'lhrllty 10 

concieve of the Golcm a<.; cxhall\ted hy one ddlnIllvc IInagc wOllld he ,llIlpll\tIC ./ he 

particular nuancc~ ln Golcm maklllg changed tO[Jn, ln accordantc tn the partlLlllar 

metaphysical sy'item servmg a.., the badgrollnd 01 the dl,CU.,\IOr! 

To thls end the emergcnce of thc Golem Icgcnd ITl Prague II, dlrculy rclated to the 

particular leamng<.; of the Franco-l\\hkcnalJ rnYl,l1c.., v,> the Sefardi wllh rc\pect to the 
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Golem and creatIOn. In Sefardi text,,> whlch elaborate on the Golem issue the aet of 

material creation JI, pre..,cnted a.., an mfcnor aCl1vJty 10 be transcended by the intellectual 

creation Thl.., 1.., to be undcr<;too<.\ by the JI1nuence of philosophical speculation in their 

wrJlmg'" wtllch preferrcd the Irllellcctual over the material, thought over matter, 

IIItcllcCl!on ovcr aLllo!l The 1 ranco-A..,hkcnaLI my..,tlcs on the other hand embraced the 

nollon 01 thl' performance of the ntual of creatmg a Golem This fundamental difference 

IS carned ùown 10 laler CClltune'i, when the Golem 1.., dlscu~sed in a favorable light by 

Ashkcnall author.." a ... almo'>t a hllman beJl1g and IS ea~I1y adapted or taken as an actual 

matenal elHIIy A.., a re'lIlt of thl.., dlfTerence ùeep conccm for the Golem In the thirteenth 

cclltury among\! hanco-A..,hkenall kws (anù continueù to pre~ent modern discussions) 

IS strongly cOlltra\lcd 10 the IIldlf'fcrenœ of the Sefardi my~ticc., who apart from Abraham 

Ahulafw du) not pay tnllch attentIon 10 this tradItIon. It is slgmflcant that the most 

luxunant producllon of KabhalI"it IIterature, the Zohar. a work of thlrtcenth century 

Sl'IanlIc my..,tlc.." I~ I!Hhlkrl'nt to the praclI..,e of crcatmg a Golem. Thi ... 1.., also the case in 

Safcdlan Kahhalah. The onc Important Safcdlan KabbalJ"t, I~abhl Mmes Cordovero, who 

oflcr ... sOlllcthlllg ncw on tlle Golem Icgend is rather rel1cent III attnbutmg any spiritual 

degrœ 10 tlle (jolem, and thL' act of crcatll1g a Golem l~ sccn as a totally rncamngless 

aCI1VJly froll1 il 'iplnt1l4l1 pOInt of VICW The Safcd KahbalJsts of the ~Ixteenth century 

... peak 01 (iokrm a~ li phCIlOIllL'1l0n c.,Iluatcù ln the remote past and their discussion of the 

matter 1" of a pUlcly theOrCllc.lI nature 24 

But wh.1I l', C1111Ctl for our purpme IS (0 recapitulatc that in major developments, 

thl' cOllcqHHHl 01 the (iokm l'\.I~tcd Imtoneally essentHllly on two quite different planes -

IIHHkrn and prc-modern Wh.lt 1" Important to note for thls essay IS the transformatIon 

.lIld I1lctamorpIHl'" thal oCL"ured bctween the two. Thc main a"pect of whlch, amongst 

otlll'r il'atllll'" (wllldl n~:'l:l'~'anly Ictkct tlm condltl<m), IS the emergence of the Golem in 

modern Will'., a~ .1 practll:al. aut0l11llll0US (and potentIally dangerous) being. The Golem 
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as a savior and his creator's magical man of a11 practlcal wor\... and lahor lS unknown ln the 

medieval traditions. 

When the populace of the commul11ty took up the old '1tOrtl'S ,lIld dl'~l'l1ptllH1' 01 

the Golem ntual, the nature of the Gokm undcrWl'1l1 a Illl'tamorpho'l' Pllllllllll't1t 

religjous contemporanes bccamc Golem maker~ 111 thl"C latn dnl'l0pll1l'nh ,l' OpptN'" 

to the twelfth and thirteenth ccntury legend'l whlch Wl'Il' Icl,lled pnm,\r1I~ 10 l'ct '-1"1' 01 

the Jewish antiqll1ty (i.e. Abraham, Rava, Jcrellllah and Ben SII,I, l'Il') A, \\cll, III Llll't 

developments such as Rosenberg and Bloch\; aCCOlllll, wc "CC lor the III "1 tlllll' 111l' (ioklll 

referred to by a proper name, Ymcle (Jo~eph) Golem 'l'III" klltl., ,1 qu,t111~ 01 .1lkt:tlllll,lIl· 

familiarty ln the creature almo,t III the WIll that one wnuld IIl',lt ,Hl ,lIIl1,lhlc rOlltl'l1IpOI:lIV 

or pcrson. In a seme thl~ far11l1lanty ()Ifcr~ a kwl 01 lOllllor! ,llll! r1o"l'Il~'" thal would 

lull the creator into Li fahc "l'me of ,cl'unty nver Ill., Cfl'atuHI '1111" would Ill.l\"l· the 

impact of the artdiclal hC1I1g's turn agalmt hl, makcr and "oClety ail the morl' dt"trn'lIIg 

and potent. 

ln the c1a~"iical ver,lon" of the (lolcm, there arc IlO detadl'd dnulplloll" 01 till" 

creature, nor was his lnner ,plfltual ~elt addre'l'\ed. No l'Iahoratc .le"thl'ttc 01 p.,ydlOlogy 

of this anthropOid cmcrge'i l'ven from the lalc..:\t IradlllOllal ver .,1011\ Il rl"llI:tlll, ,Ill ,"l,tral t 

idea (often \erv1l1g to put In relief \orne other toplC thall the (iok'1II Ihl'II),,~ oppml'd 10.1 

personaltzed, subjective one that wc 'cc ln thl' ll10dcrn ,lllOUllt 1 hl' (ioh'1l1 1" 

tradltionally nClthcr a part of nature Ilor a \lmhap of hlology hlll ,tri UIlIl;IIIII,d l· .... uïllIOIl 

WhiCh IS a tran\ltory hemg whmc..: c..:lllcrgenCl: or alllllhtl.ttH)1l .Ill IHl'IIll'dll.ttl'd 1 hl' 

Golem is not a pcr\on, nor I~ It ùc~c..flbed 111 Il'. IdlmyllcraclL-. ", .1 pn.,()11 wou Id hl· Il ha~ 

no particuIar name and Il.., d"appearancc 1., of no matter to II'. hW1I.l1l (1l·"tOI It" ail 

entity that 'icrve\ the role of a \lIent WUIlC,., of the c..rcallvlly Illhnellt III 11\l' too)., Wllllh 

served God and men hoth 111 thclr creallvc ende:tvor\ ft hclp" lc..:rt.1I11 fIIl'1I to c..:xtL:rllilllll' 

their acquamtance wlth the d,vll1c..: way of creatJl1g 2'5 
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The mute character of the Golem, almo~t universal in the legend tradition, also 

dcplct~ ln a more ... ubtle nature the tran~formations of the Golem legend (Ancient -

Medieval - Modern) Thi~ flaw in the nature of the Golem i~ es~entially a demonstration 

of the lilTlltcd powcr of the human creator wlth rc~pcct to the sliperiority of the Slipreme 

Crctltor Thcrdorc, Ju.,t a., man remaim infcrior to the diVIne intelligence of God 

although crcatcd III 1 II., Image, the Golem lags behlnd its human creator, although created 

ln hl ... Image. 'l'hl' value or wClght a.,<;oclated with the lack of speech depended upon the 

partlcular na III whlch the lcgcnd wa'i told. In anclcnt Judaism the oral aspect of being 

wa ... very Important ln comlJ1unJcal1on and ~tudy. The highest type of worship had to be 

perforrnl'd III a verhal mannl'r, mner or silent praycr was not adequate. This view is also 

truc wlth the la.,t pha~e of Jewl~h mysticlsm, Hasldlsm, which emphasized the 

IInportallcc of loud prayer and study of torah almost ln an ec~tatic manner. However, in 

the Illl'dll'val penod. the ah<;enœ of speech is related to what was then concleved as the 

hlghe<;t hUlllan faculty. rea ... on (or the highcst spirit as it IS referred to by sorne 

author ... ) The ~dence of the Golem IS th us explained not as the inabJlity 10 create a 

!'tpeakmg hell1g. hut rather the inablllty to create a rational being. The faculty of speaking 

1K'lIlg that wtl\(.:h .,tand~ betwecn the arl1!l1 al facuIty and the rational one.26 The modern 

wr~ion pa:ked up on tlm tradition and u~ed the Golern's lack of speech to reinforce its 

!'tllhscrvicnt rok a~ a famlllu<; to hls ma~tcr. The Golem IS passed off as a durnb stranger 

and rahbulIcal hody~crvant to thme who were unaware of its creation. In Yiddish the 

tCrln goll'fIl camc 10 Illl'an an Ignorant person or dummy and is often uttered in the 

conlext of an affectlonatc IIlsult 27 

ln the I11cliIeval rHual. knowledge of the esoteric Hebrew language, as the 

effcctlve formative clements of ail that is created, bestowed upon the operator a I;lt:tte 

whu:h tralK'l'nded the magical operation. The operator shares with the Creator the 

coslIlologa:al Sl'crCt~, he bccomes li dcmiurge. This act fulfilled the [elt need for Judaism, 

111 contact and connlet wlth other dominant religions during its formative devolopment, to 
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assure itself of its value and uniqueness not only through Us canolllcal tex.ts hut also hy 

competing with alternative religions in the area of 'tcchnology' and IlWglC The Golem 

process in this light was an aet of ~clf-afflf1natlon. It was 111Itl,llly for tlll' ma .. tl'rs 

themselves but 10 the later stages of the dewlopmcnt of the kgl'nd and ilS tran .. l.llHHl to 

the populace, it becomes l'vident that the massl'~ tlrew conltlkncl' from the fact th,iI \hl'Ir 

hostile enviroment of Christian populatlOn'i, pogroms and hlootl-hlll'b. could he 

effectively met by the magical achievement of thelr reltgiou~ leadershIp 2X 

Warning of Golem making 

The inherent danger of the Golem that emerges in the modern manlfc~tallons ot 

the legend also reflects a profollnd tran~formatlon or nll'lmorphosl~ trolll the Oflglllai 

conception. But this is at 1ca"t, in part, I11hcnted l'Will the warl1l11g of (I01c1ll maklllg that 

is a part of many of the medieval text" on the ~lIhlcct l'Ill'. warnl11g Jl1 ail Ih vanolls 

nuances offers a ~trong point of dcparturc to ~hcd .,OIllC light 011 the modern cOlldltlOIi that 

is born out of il. ft is thls prohlhitlon In the 1cgend of the Golem, hoth III Il'' IlUKil'rn and 

pre-modern variations, that IS entleal and glve lt such a nch and relevanl nature for 

contemporary audiences. What IS dcpletcd In thl" (lI~ClI..,..,ioll I~ Ihal creallvlly 1 ... a douhle 

edged sword. Aside from the rcal, nccœs~ary and pm"lhle bencflls, the creallve endeavor 

is replete with dangers. In the pre-modern ver~l()n the danger 1 ... In (iokm lI1a~lJ1g 1I<.;e11 

and only later on IS it transferred to the Golem dlrcelly a~ II hecornc ... Iran<.;forllled mlo an 

historical figure. 

In the medieval texts, an awarene<.;s of the ~anctlly of the rccllallol! of the 

powerfulletters of the Hebrcw alphahet comhlned wlth the name of Gex! opened the way 

to an awarcnes'i of the dangers IIlvolved ln fault'> O{;CUrrlng dunng tlll'> rCCllatuln. (Jlvcn 

the fact that the Golem can be undone by IIlval,lIlg a certain procc ...... or rculalion, the 

assumption that the~e tehmquc'i may aho he dangerou,> hccome ... Inc..,capahlc ln the 
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Pscudo-Sa'adyan commentary on the Sefer Yelzirah, the creator may even sink into the 

carth. ft is wntten in thls thirtccnth century text thJt: 

They rnake a urde around ûle creature and walk around the clrcle and recitc lhe 231 alphabeL,>, as they arc 

noted, and ,>orTIe \ay that the treator pul power ln the Iclters, 'i0 that a man makes a creature from virgin 

earth and kncad,> It and hune .. It ln the ground, draws a clfcle and a sphere around the creature, and each 

lIIne he gue,> around Il reutc, one of the alphahcL~. TIu .. he ~hould do 462 times. If he walks forward, the 

creature n,e\ 10 hfe, hy vlrlue of the p()wer mherent 10 the recltatlons of the !cuers. But if he wishes to 

de,troy what he ha .. madl" he goc ... around halkwarcJ~, rctltmg the ... ame alphabet .. from end to begmnmg. 

'f hen the tr('alure <;lIIk .. lOlO the ground of IL,cl f and dle~ And ~o It happcned once to R 1. B E (not known 

who 1111\ rder, 10) and hl\ ... tUllcnL\ who ,tudlcd the Sefa Yelz/rah and by ml\lake went around baekward, 

1111111 thcy Ihl'llI<;l'Ivl· ... hy Ihl' power of the !l'uer ...... ank up to thelr nave\<' ln the earth They were unable ta 

l'M-apc and !'lul'.lllll'd out '[ hl'Ir ll'alller hc<ml them and :-ald: ReCite the IclLers of the alphabeLs and walk 

lorwanl, 1Il,leat! 01 glllllg hackward a ... you have becn domg. They dlll so and were relca<;ed.29 

Asidc from the warning, it is abo Jnlcrcsting to note that the Golem is buried in the earth, 

l'rom which It rises. In this respect the carth serves as the womb of the embryo (the initial 

context of the (io\cm found ln Psalms of the Bible). The Golem ritual which follows is 

cOl1ccrned wllh camlllg the Golem to cmerge from the earth (or equally extracting it from 

the womh) lirst and then ammating the body. 

ln the case of Ahraham Abulafla a mistaken recitation may actually cause bodily 

hann to the recllator Ahulafia stresses that there is an organic affinty between the 

Ilehrew Icllers and the \llllbs of the body sn that the correct pronunciation of the orders of 

the 1etter~ IS nccœ~~ary for the well being of the mystic. He writes that: 

Il Ihl' (X'NlI1 who Il'Clte ... Lhl' !citer ars, God .. ave m, m his pronunclalion of the leller Ihat is appoinlcd 

UpOIl Ihl' hmh Lhal 1>; on Lhl' head of tlll' pcrson who reads, thatlirnh IS scparatcd from iLs place and changes 

IL'i plan', Ih n,llurl' I\l'mg II1I111elhaLdy tran!'lformcd, anolher form bemg conferred ta Il and thc persan 

Ix'~ollllng IIlIUl\'d. ,lO 
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In another passage Abulafla directly relates the pronunctatlOn of tht' \cttl'r w1Ih tht' 

imagining of the correspondmg limb of the my~tte him~df. TIlt" pronllnnalloll thl'refore 

inc1udes a process of self-contemplation. The comblnatlOn of tlw. VlK'.lh/atloll and 

introspection provlde for a powerful tecllIqul' that may he pl'nllCIOll~ If 1Il.lel'uta'l' 

This preoccupation with danger l'an be Ulllklstood to a certa1l1 ""tl'nl III rd.lllon to 

anomian techniques In gcneral. In Judal~m nor11lan practlce" do 1101 IIlvohl' any danger III 

themselves. These are necccssary prescriptions to condllct one'" Il ft- III accmdalu:e to 

God's will. ThIs is of course not the case JI1 anorl11an practtcc" They were rarl'1y t'xposed 

as an imperatlve for the masses and commonly thcy were COlll'l'lved al., tlll' enterpll\c 01 a 

few exceptIonal indlvlduals, who deltheratdy c11O~e 10 conrront the lIlhl'rent dangl'lOll\ 

situation in order to attain a highcr religloll~ expertenœ (tlm. 1\ the Clio,\.' III el'~tal1c 

Kabbdah). Grcater the spirItual aclllcvemcnt and strongcr Ihe mcan" tu atlam Il, gll'ater 

are the dangers the mystic has 10 conrront 11 Thcrefore the attempt to appropllatl' the 

ultimate human aet of religious cxpcriencc, Dlvll1e C'reallon of Man hlm~dt, hear\ wllh 11 

the ultimate priee or consequcnce for thls aet - Man\ death 

Two thirteenth ccntury vcr~ion~ on the Golem Icgend dlsplay vlvldly anolhcr 

varient of thc dcstructlve power of Golem maklllg. 1 kre 11 IS 111 relation to Idolatl y and J1~ 

possible implications. Thesc storics are attrihlltcu tn the Blhltcal prophl"1 JLTl"lIIlah alld 11I'i 

son Ben Sira,32 One versIon IS found ln the ,)'('}('( Iw- GCtnlllfl '01, il COIll"<.:IIOIl of Ir adlllollS 

stemming from the disciples of Rabhl Yehlloah hc-J la<,lo, compmed prohahly tri the 

second thlrd of the thirteen th ce nt ury . 

Ben Slra wi!\hed 10 ~tudy the Scier YelZlrclh Then a heavcnly VHK.e wellt lorth. You Larmol do Il ;!lollc Ill' 

went ln his father Jereml8~. They bU~lCd them.,elve~ wllh Il, and at the end 01 Lhrec yl'ar, a mali W.l' l fcalnl 

10 them, upon who<;c forchead .,lood eme/h, a., on Adam\ IOfehcad 1 hen the man Ihey lud ma<k ... ,11<1 10 

lhem: Gad alone crcalcd Adam, and when he wI'>hcd to let Adam die. he era,ed the JelllT a/l'ph tWill mWlh 

and he rcmaincd me/h, dead. That i'l what you '1hould do wlth me and not crcale <Il1olhcr fIIall Ie.,t Ihe world 
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c.,u(.(.umb t.o Idolatry a ... In the days of Eno.,h, The crcated man sald to them: Rever'>C the combinatlons of 

lelter., and cra\C the (J/l'ph of the word emelh lrom my forehead - and Imme<lIalcly he fell to dust.33 

A dIrect relatIon to Adam IS made here, even to the point that the Golem was endowed 

WIth speech wuh whlch 10 warn hi'i makers agaInst the eontinuance of such praetiees. 

Thl<; anomoloU\ detail may be compcnsatcd by the fael that it takes two people to create 

the Golem The mute Golem of the !>emmal Talmuclie passage is the sole product of Rava. 

Thus, In both, the Illerarchy betwecn God's creation and Man's creation is maintained. But 

U"i wc sec III another ver<;ion of the above pa!>sage, which amplifIes and extends it to its 

uillmate conclusIon, thl<; hlcrarhy l'i only tcnuous at best. In a text onginating with the 

carly Kabhall',ls of Languedoc and attributed 10 the TannaIte ludah ben Bathyra il is 

wnllcn that: 

The prophl'l Jcrcllliah hll'.Icd hllTll.,clf alonc wllh lhe Scier Yelzlrah Then a heavenly vOlee wcnt forth and 

"iaul' TaJ..l' a ullupanioll He wcnl to 111', .... on Slra, and lhey sludled lhe book for thrcc years, Afterward they 

~Cl ahout ('()lIlhllllng IIIl' alphahcl\ 11\ alconlLlnCC Wlth the Kahhah.,lIc pnnclpIc ... of combmallon, grouping 

and wonl lormallon, and a Illall wa~ crcall'd ln Ihem, on wh(hc forehead .,tood the lelters YI/WI/ Elohlm 

I:'",('th «iod Ill(' I.ord 1\ 1 mll1) BUI till" Ilewly crcalcd man had a kmlc III 'liS hand wilh whleh he erascd 

thl' (û/'f/h hOIll l'nw/h, Ihl'fl' rl'llI..lIlll't! !rI/,th 1 hen Jcn:lIl1ah rl'nt lm garmenL ... (hœau<.;e of lhls blasphemy: 

Gotl the Lonll'" Ikad, now IllIplll',(1 hy thc Il1'>lflptlOn) and '>ald' Why have you crased the aleph from 

('mc/h') 1 k n'plt~'d 1 Wllllcll yOIl a parJhJc An ardllteLl hUilt many hou"ic'l, cltle~, and squares, hut no one 

rouit! l'Op Y 111\ arl aud Cll1l11K'tc wllh IlIIn m knowkdge and sklll unltl two men pcr~uad('d hllTI, Then he 

WlIghl IlwllI thc .... l'~ rct 01 lm arl, and they kncw how to do everythmg III the rlghl way, When Ihey had 

k.lfIll'd hl, ,l'lrl'l and lm .. Ill 11111.'''', ll!l'y lx'gan 10 anger hlln wllh worth FlIlally, Ihey hrokc wllh hlm and 

III.·l',IIIll' ,In hllCl h Ille hllll, (''<lept th,ll what hc lharged a thaler lor, they dld for ~I'< groat'i When peoplc' 

1l0lll'l'd tlll". tl\l'Y lC,I'l'lI 10 honour the art"h and came 10 Ihem and honoured them and gave lhem 

COIllI1lI'''lIl1l\ wlll'n Il!l'y rl'qlllrcd 10 h;l\'C \onll'lhll1g bllllt So Golf has made you III HI"i Imagc and His 

.... h.IIX.' .Uld 101111 Hill now th.1l yOIl h"ve crl'aled a man hJ..e IllIn, people Will say 111erc Ir.; no God ln the 

\\-mld IlI.'l.,ldc thl· ... C two' {fl'knng to the ardlltect\ rellegade pupll ... 01 the parablc and by extensIon 

krl'llll.lh) l'Ill'll ll'rclllI.lh '>L1Il1 Wh.lt solutIOn I~ lhcrc') He ~Id, Wnte the alphabcL~ backward on the carth 

you havl' ... Ifl·wn wllh mlen ... c l'Ollll'lltr.ltlOll Only do not medlate III thc M:n...c of bUlldmg up, bUllhc other 

......Iyanlund Sn Il!l'Y lhd, .lIld ÙK' 111.111 Ix'l'aille dU.,1 and ashc~ hl.:forc Ù1CIr eyes, Then Jeremtah smd' Truly, 
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one should study thesc thmgs only ln ordcr lO know the power and Ollllllpotl'nl'l' of t1w Cn'.llor III th,,, 

world, but not ln order rcally to praclIcc thcm 34 

In this Kabbalistlc mterpretatIon of the legend two fundamental contr:llhctory l1lolll\ of 

Golem making meel. On one side the ahihty to (Ieatc a Golem a~ a COnflnllatton of Illall 

in his likeness to Ood, in juxtaposItIOn WIth the creatIOn of a {lo\cm a" a dt.'.\th !'-l'nll'nce 

to that very God and the replacclllelll of Goll by Man 

The motif of warnmg agaiml ~llch creation, ~(l dl amallcally cxpre~,cd III Ihc 

above passage, IS not so much hceausc of the c\pheu dangcroll'" nature 01 Ihc {ioklll Of 

the enormous power~ conccalcd III hllll (as bccollll' l'vHknl III modCl1I mallltnt.ltlOn ... 01 

the legend) bu t becau"c Il \11 ight kali ID pol y:hcl ... ttc rOllfll"lon and 1IIHki J1111lt' 1 hl' n'II11.II 

principle of monothetsm ln JuOal ... m, ln thi ... rc ... pcct Ilm {ioklll ~Iory 1" l"OIlIll"Cll'd wt\h 

the vicw of the onglll of ldolatry currcnt III thne cm:lcs (and cxpIH:.tly Ilotl'd III tlll' lu:-.I 

account of Jeremiah and ben Sira above) It wa~ ~ald that Enmh wa ... the IIr' ... t Idolatcr 

Enosh questioned hi~ father Seth ahout hl" grandlather, Adam, and lu... ollglm and 

became aware that Adam had nelther a falher nor a lJIother hui wa ... cn'atl'd hy (jod\ 

breathing into the earth. When Enmh \earncd 01 tlm hl' procceded to mah' Il Ilgllle 01 

mud and to breathe upon il. Satan then camt.: and "lIpped mto the fïgurc and gave 11 an 

appearance of IIfe. Sn the namc of (Jod wa'i dc"acratcd, and ,dolall y hcgall whcl1 the 

gencration of Enosh wor'ltllped thl" figure l'hl" a':::Ollll\ "long wl!h II'> alcht.:typt.: III 

Adam's intml transgres"lon (<.,eeklllg to he \Ikc (JOU) and "'lIh\eqllt.:JlI dl'Illl"t" Jllio an 

historieal Ume, subJt.:et to unendlllg conllIct, VJVldly appn"e u, oltht dalll"'r" allat hed 10 

Man'~ attempt 10 Iffillatc (Jod'" power of creatIon CreallvIly can kad 10 ,>pmtllal wplurc, 

but it can also be an invitation 10ldolatry One may ht.:glll to wor,>llIp and adof(\le what 

one creates thercby replacmg lhe unlquenc,>,> and unny of (jod (a hlghcr trancendental 

order integra\ to the eXlslance of Judal~m) wllh polylhcl,>m, 
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What wc witnt: ... s here i'i the deeply rooted suspicion of the mimetic powers of the 

creative unagmatIOn. If Man, creatcd In God's Image avmls of his imaginatIon ta create a 

new man (Golem) In hls own Image, l'i thl~ not tantamount tn the kllimg or dIssolutIOJI of 

(Joo hy Man and the Idolatrou ... blrth of Man a~ G(x!. Although the story of Enosh shows 

the Golem il ... tht: focu~ of WOP,hIP, Il I~ unphclt In the above parablcs that the ones who 

cre:Heo the Golt:m and not the Gokm Jt~c1f are to he G(x!'s eventual replacemen t or at the 

very Ica ... t a chalkngc 10 Goo .... suprcmacy. What thcse parables do not venture to presume 

IS the natural corollary of the dcath of Man at the hand of Its creatIon (Golem), an idea, as 

Will he ... hown hclow, that IS cxplon:d only m the modern mamfestations of the legend of 

the Golem. 

Golem maklllg as eVldenccd in the above document'i is dangerous, like a1l major 

creal10n H endangers the life of the çrcator. The source of the danger lS not the Golem or 

the forces elllanatlllg frorn hml as we 'iee in the modem mamfestatIOns of the legend but 

the creator hIm\c1f. The dangt:r IS not that the Golem bccome'i autonomous and develops 

ovcrwhe!oomg powcr~, hut III the tcn~lon whlch the creatlve process arouses in the 

creator MI\takcs III carry mg out the threctlOns do not Impair the Golem, they destroy its 

creator '1'111\ ten\IOn, tills IIlncr connlct I.Hl the part of the creator, IS further devcloped in 

twcntlcth Ct'Illury aCcoullt~. addll1g a m:h ncw dlIncn~ion to the legend only hinted at in 

the Illetlleval and tahn\l(i1c accoul1h of the Go\cm Bloch perhap~ best ~ums up thiS 

teno.;lOI1 a-; weil as fear when he wntes "Gmt knows what cou Id have happened if a Golem 

had heen glVCll the faculty of ~peech aJso,"~5 

But pnor to n:~pondlllg 10 thls question of tension in aIl its contemporary 

complcxlllc\ and lI11pilcatiOIlS a general note on the affirmative nature of Man's action in 

the Gokm legent! ~hollid he kept in mllld. The Golem's Intelligence in most tradItional 

accounts of the kgl'nd always lagged bchmd the human (generally depicted by the 

Go\cm's lac\... of ~peech). Jmt ;1\ the hUlllan 1l1ll1d remams mfmitely mferior to the all­

cllcompas\lIlg dlvlnc mtdhgence of God. The Golem lacks the es senti al characteristic 
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which alone makes Man what he is (this IIlgrclÏlcnt or ch,lnlctcl11\tic dl'pt'mkd Upllll tht' 

specifie aecount of thc legend and the partlcular nature of the Gokm l'rl'ated) But still, 

even on a subhuman plane, there b III the Golem a n.'pll'~t'ntallon ot 1\1,\ll\ Cll'all\'l' 

power. The Unlver~e, as It IS told by tht' Kahb,lli~tl\, l'i hllilt t.'~I\t'nllally 011 tlll' prtlllt.' 

elements of numbers and \etters, became the kttcr:- of (,Oti'.; lal1guagl' rdll'l'Il'd III hUlllan 

language are nothmg but concentrations of 1 ho,; creallve el1l'fgy. Thu, hy a"t.'lllhhng thl"l' 

elements in a11 their pO~~lble cOl11blllallOl1l\ and permutaIIOIl'i, tht' Kahll.lll"r.. who 

contemplate the mysteries of Creation ralll,lh:I\ ~ome of tlw, l'kmcnt.\I y powel 11110 the 

Golem. The creatIOn of the Golem 1" then 111 ~()I\ll' \Vay an .lftmn,ltlOn 01 thl" plOductlvl' 

and crcative power of Man (alhell wltlllll the lalgt.'r CreatIve 01 DIVllll' It:lllll'Wotk 01 

God). It rcpeats, on howevcr ~ma11 .. cale, the work of Cfl'atloll ilnd III IIH' pron'''' Icallltm'i 

Man's privilegcd place wlthin tlllS cO\lJlology.\r, (iot! ha\ tlle ahlluy to CH:att' Ex-Nllllio 

or out of pre-exIMlI1g matter a'i III the c,t"e of Addlll wholll hr nratl.'"d Ollt 01 tlll' l',11 th Il 1" 

in the latter seme that Man'" 11I11IIcd creative l'\;WCI l"'d"t ... alld Ihe pos"lhrilly for hllli tll 

become a creatIve ~lIho.;tltllte for (Joli on Earth and l";tahll ... h lm plllll:tCy atllollg\l (;od\ 

creative work. Through crcativlly the hllll1all hl:lI1g exprc\\l'\ Im/her (lodl1kr ljllaIIlIC'i, 

the ultimate of thelr mllndanc, carthly humallIty lIumal1 Cfl::ttlvlty :utlCulatc" UWllU/O 

dei, If Man's creative instinct is sccn to be dircctcd towanls thc fulfillment of a \)IVI/Il' 

purpose then Man can be perceivcd as a 'partner' wlth (loti III the ta~k of Imtollcal re­

creation. 

Contemporary Implications 

The Golem legend returns in a variety of fonn ... 10 conlront our modcrn 

sensibihtIes. Many of the moral, p"ychologlcal, and c"pm!ual probkrm tha! wc qrugglc 

with today ~eem to have bcen antlclpated by the Gokrn Icgend HI hoth 11\ rm:dlcval ,H1d 

modern variations. As our modern 'Golem ... ', the bcnlfïl\ thcy offcr and ttH" potentlal n ... h 
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they reprc'ient, bccome Jncrea..,lngly part of our dally experience, the insight and 

unplIcatlOn<; of the Golem Iegend become exceedmgly pertinent. 

Prior to cngaglng thc\e pO~'i1ble inslght~ a few important motifs of earlier Golem 

Icgclllh a.., dl..,cu<;.,ed above arc ncccc..,,,ary a<; background for an understanding of their 

rl'uppcarnace and vanatlon III modcrn portrayal" of the Golem legend. Flrstly there is the 

(jolclTl'~ hugc ~l/e a.., weil a<.; II'. .,pcclal power, a tellunan force, which enables it, at 

tune<;, to have a VI.,lon of the futllfe of manJ..lnd (an omlllous foreshadowing of things to 

come) Then then: 1\ the dangn of Man's coneen ln creatlng aruflclal !Jfc and the lllherent 

tcn\UHl pl Ihe ucatlve proee..,., and flllally the cvcntllahty of the Golem beJl1g returncd to 

the clay or cartl! lrom whlCh JI wa<, cn:atcd Although in Ro\cnberg"., semJl1al VCr\IOn of 

the lcgcnd, Nil/a'ut Malwral llll lw-GO/l'In (1909), the Golem 1<; removed because his 

IIlIS"iIOIl has bl'cn <,llcce\.,fully compJcted, most pmt-mcdleval ver~lOns have the creature's 

lire hCll1g taJ..cll hecause It ha., hccollle a threat l'Ilher 10 Its crL'ator or the entire Jewish 

COllllllulllty or world 

Wc have "ccn that creatlvIty rnay bcgm a\ an act of fallh 111 and cmulatIon of God, 

the ..,ource of ail cn'.ltlVlly But Il rnay dcvelop 1I1tO a ncgatlon of faith and a rCjection of 

(Îod Imprc"..,cd hy hl,,/hcr own creatlon<; and personal abilitles, the 1Ildlvidual may 

rl'plan.' Wor"lllP 01 (Jod wllh \elt-wor<;hlp (thcoccntncity rcplaccd by anthropocentricity). 

Thr ..,C1Clltllll. Illdu...tnal and ted1l1ologlcal r~VOIL!tlOm have Icad (0 the 'lllu\ion' of 

hUlllan ~c1f-slllfIClellcy, 10 the COl1Clu<,IOIl that bclIcf In a God IS unnccce~,~ary, extraneous 

01 at the very Illo:-.t ,\ pllldy formaI c:\.ccr\ICC (the roll' that relIgIOn has been essentialy 

Iclcgatcd (0) Our l'(lllt~l11porary ~oclety threaten.., the conclusion of this arguement that 

{loti amI wllat tlm conccpt rcpr~"cnf<, 1.., dead and Man, cach indlvidual man, is the 

replacelllent Once thl' L'n.',lIure beCOllle\ creator, the creature may bcgin to think of 

Illlll..,clf C\L'1L1~lvcly as a crcator (wlthoLlt any overndIllg context). DeluslOlls of grandeur 

and omllllHlIt'rH.'c abound and ~o. although, creatiVIty can provlde psychological 

flllflllmcllt. Il l'an al"o hl'C0111e psychologically self-destructive as It nps apart the 
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foundation upon which this creauvity œsts.·'7 (It should be notcd th,ll \\-IHk tills apphl's 10 

Man it can equally be extended to l\lan\ creation \11 the '('lllem' wlth the corollary 

conclusions of the death of Man). 

In this respect, two Important themcs or added la)l'I S '\flSl' 111 l'lmll'lllp"I,lry 

versions of the legcnd that forewarn of the Golem par.ldo," III Il ... modl'rn prl'lltr.\llll'Ilt 

First, there is the warmng of the Golem Ihdl not to bl' m,l\k ,lIld "l'cond .1 kdlllg of 

doubt or remorse on the part of the Golem l'll',llor abolit hl'i l'le,ltlon BOlh Il'Vl'.t1l1lg .1 

contemporary perspective of p:'l.ranOla and fear on the pO""lhlr ImpliCation" 01 thl' kgl'Ild 

Abraham Rothherg's "Thc Sword of the Golem" olTer ... il po ... t holoCilu",t VIl'WpOIllI on the 

legend and bc ... t exempltfle", the fir ... t of thc~c Iwo contc1lIporary tltl'ml'" Rothhcl g\ 

Golem objcct'i ln hcing hom. "The very carth Il'''I,,ll'd hl" Cll'allOIl alld lay IlInp and 

diffuse, refusmg to he fo[(ned out of the cham 11110 that wlllch \\la" hllman " "An anglmh 

in the clay pulsed to (Rabbi Locw\) f1l1gcr'l, "pca"llIg w1lhollt '>pl'l'ch, '1>0 nol np ml' 

l'rom thls womb of clay!' " " 'If you hnng mc to Ilfe, Illy rage "hall devollr the hVlIlg, my 

strength shal1lay wa"te the earth ' " Rahhl Locw goe" (lJl tu cxplam that 1H"lther of them 

can resist hls de~tlny wh Ile the gray corrN~ larnellh lm tate a~ "a c\enched f I"t, a hlll", li 

golem!"3H 

The othcr addcd contcmporary c1cmcnt of thc creator douhtlllg lm creallolJ III Ihe 

Golem legend IS eloquently dlsplayed ln the poctry ot Jorge LilI" Borge" ln a pOCIll 

entitled "The Golem" (195X) the l'mal threc of cightecn quatralfl'> l'xpre"" the arnhlglllly 

of the Golem legcnd as weIl as Borge", own quc"tl<m1l1g "keptlcl<'1ll 

The Rabhl gucd fondly on hl~ creature 
And Wlth .. orne lerror I/ow (he a~kcd hllmclf) 
Could 1 have engendered thH grœvou,1 IOn, 
And ICI nfftnartlOn. whlrh 1\ wI\dom? 

Why dld 1 der/de /0 m/d /0 the tnflnlle 
Sertes one mme sjmlx)[ï Why to the vwn 
Sketn whu h unwmd.1 ln etermty 
D/d 1 add another (aUle, effert, and woe? 
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Allhe hour of angul<,h and vague hghl 
Ile would rc\t~ hl'> eye,> on hl' Golem 
Who Lan lell U~ whal {,od felt, 
A, he ga/.cd on lm Hahhl ln Praguc'll9 

The contem porary notion of Golem making in ail its ramifications shown above is 

no more vivldly or IItcrally exprcs~ed than in genetic engineering. A United States 

governmcnt report cntitled "Splicing Life" (November 1982) investigated the social and 

ethlcal 1 mpllcallons of gcnctlc engIncering. In rcvlewing the possible dangers of genetic 

engIneenng the report rcfer<; to the Golem legcnd and the "difflcuIty of restoring order if 

a creatIon Illtendcd to he helpful prove~ harmful In~tcad." The report reflects on the 

pa III fui uony of thl'> situatIon whcn people "In ~ccking to cxtend thcIr control over the 

world ... ll1ay lc~"'l'f1 It The artlflce<; they crc:.lte to do thcir bidding may rebound 

de!'ltructlvcly agalJl'il them - the ~lave may become the ma~tcr." The suspicions reflected 

In thls report arc nllfrored by the public who ln a National SCIence Foundation study 

opposed most restnl'tlons on sClentlfïc rescarch in aIl areas but one - the creation of new 

IIfc-forrllS and gcnctIC cnglllcenng wuh human bcings.40 

The apprehcnslon that the golem-slave will become the master of its creator and 

lhsplay thc corollary of the Golem Icgend ln the death of Man is a reCUITent theme in 

cOlltcmpor;uy IIterary ver~lons and rclated texts of the lcgcnd. In Joseph and Karel 

Capl'k's play R lJ R (Act 3) wc read "Mankind wIll never cope with the Robots, and will 

nevcr have contlOl ovcr th~m Mankll1d will be overwhelmed in the deluge of these 

drcadful Itvlllg lJ1adlIJle~, will be their !'Ilavc, will live at their mercy."41 

It l~ lell~onahlc to HS'illIlH? that the Capek brothers , who were from Prague, were 

1I1tlul'nccd hy the Gol~JI\ Icg~nd., circulatlllg about wh en they wrote this play. It is in this 

work that tlll' term "Robot" 1" flfSt cOined. Ils derivation is from the Czech root meaning 

.a "worker" 111 the sense of a slave labOTer. 

The play takes place at an R.U.R. (Rossum's Universal Robots) factory which 

manufactures rohots. In the course of the play, the robots take over both the factory and 
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- - - - -- ---------------------------

the world. After the robots have aIl hut dcstroyed the human race a cler\.. at tlH.' R 1I.R 

factory asks the robots. "Why dld ynu murder us ')" One- of the rohot:-. offl'r, tlll' ,ohl·rtnp. 

reply "Slaughter and dOmlOJtlOn are nCCl:I'SSary If you want 10 hl' h"e Illl'Il Re.ld Imhlly. 

read human b(Xlks. Vou must dOI11IIll'Cr and lll11flkr If yOtl want 10 hl' IIkl' ml'Il "-l.l Thu~ 

artificially created bClI1gs only rdlcct bac" on thelr crealor Our l're.lIlon, l'.111 (l'II u, 

much more about human naturc than ahou' the l'reatIOIl'i thl'Ill ... elvl· ... Thl'll'Ioll' l're.lllon 

of a Golem IS not only an expre~~lOn of hUlllan aChll'Vl·llIelll. hut alll'\l'l'Il' .... l· .... Ollll·tIllH.·-; 

an horrirying one. In human sc1f-UlH.lcr~lanllIng (wc an: what Wl' makl') 'l'hl' kar 01 

uchecked technologlcal achlcverncllt 11IIlnlTlg amok and dl· ... lloylng Il, l'tralol l'an Ill' 

interpreted In l'ffcet as a retkctiol1 of li fl'ar of OUI OWIl 1I1lchecked l'rl'allVl' lllaklIIg III 11ll' 

larger sense and not of liS parllcular producl. In IIght ul the eVl'r pn· ... ent lIucle.1I Ihleat (a 

Golem created 10 servc and ddcnd that may ultllnalcly dC\lroy Il'1), a Icar litaI IlHI'it Ill' 

reckoned Wllh. The potcntIaI of the Gokm to wrl'ak havoL' and de.,tr url IOn and tlll' 

consequent nccd for thc Golcm'~ potenltal dC'itrucIIVClle.,., 10 hc rCLoglll/l'd lIlId al ka.,1 

understood offcrs us a ~cnou'i warntng to Icmpn OUf own de.,tnlCtlvCIlC.,.., and Ihal 01 Ihe 

many powerful Golems wc havc crcalel! 

Anothcr variation of the Golem (unchccked tl'chllology) de.,\JoYlIIg Ih crl'alol 

theme is secn In the thosc tale'i WhlCh allude to the 10 ... <; of a propn halallLl' Iwtwcl'Il the 

creator and his creation and the rc:-,ultanl growlIlg lI11h..,tlnglmhahtilly hl'tWtTIl tht' Iwo 

The explosion of a tcchnologlc<!J utoplc-oncntated ... OCll·ly advllllu'd .,IIILl' Ihe I/H!u.,lnal 

revolution, may alter the very nature 01 Ihe hUTllal1 cxpcrlcnu: Il..,dl '/1 l:chllology i\'i a 

purely individual and relative fonn of creative maklllg wllh Ihe ullllllale lalla( I()U\ Illlenl 

of continuaI cmhcttcrmcnt and perfection of humamty l'i ln tau expo"'lng ll..,t:lt a ... ail 

alienating force from the real C'i'iencc of our hurnanlly. Our Ict hnologlLtt! (,olt;rn llIay 1101 

only reflect human proclivJties. but may cuu'>c U'i to alter the llIanncr III wlllch wc thIrlk of 

human nature . 
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In this regard, Marx''i ob'icrvations In his "Economic and Philosophical 

Manu\cipts", puhIJ\hl!d ln 1 X44, have hecome Increa'iingly pertinent. He wntes that "as 

machJnc~ hecolIIe more human, men will bccome more hke machines."41 This view 

cxprc ...... ed by Marx, the procIJvlly of mOlkrn western thought to define the hum an being 

a'i a kmd of mahme, and convrr ... ly, to gralll human 'itatu'i to machInes, is based on a 

mcchanl~l1c and obJccllfIcd VICW of rcallty lhat IS reducUOlllst In nature and in approach. 

Bcginllmg III the clghtcclllh cclltury Il bccamc part of the human condition to define 

humamty a.., a kmd of machIne of rca\on with the ultlInate and perceived highly 

attalllahlc goal of ..,e1f- pcrkctlOn. Once II1tcrnah.œd, thl~ phllosophical position beeomes 

a dctCrllIlIllllg factor III human hchavlOr. Once acccptcd hy the individual, this 

pllllosoplllcal a"''illlllptlon hccolllc.., a p'iychologlcal prcsupp0..,llIon. ThiS philosophie 

tcndcl1cy though oh\curc ... the 'ij1lf1tu.d dunen"'lOn of hllmamty and liS neccesSIty to live 

wullln a framcwork that cxtclltb beyond usdf. But bccame thl~ attItude has become so 

dceply cnpalllL'd III our IIlcntality to the point of ... elf-cvldence, and bceause of the 

warnIllg of the C;o!em Icgend and 11<. corollary in the death of Man, it bears serious 

kr/y KO..,II1..,kl amply dlsplays the possible conception of the self as a machine-

Iikc II1strulllcnt when he wntcs in Ills "Pas'iion Play": 

TIll'y aplll':lIl'd 10 hllll, 111\,..,' 01 Lhem, Lo h,lve con~l'nled LÜ lhe manufaClure or Ûlelr lives al sorne corn mon 

III 1111 , 1'.ldl d,IY 'Irud .. lrom Ihl' ma"ll'r Illoltl, WllhoUI change, a t1uphcalC of whal had gone hefore and wa<; 

}l'I 10 l (Jill!' (}nly \Ollll' .lllldl'lIl could hnng ln pa ... " uphl'avallll thc unchallcngcJ round of thelr lives 

Il W.I'" 1l011l1lltl'lllpl 11l" kit lor lht'm, llJ('rl'ly rq~rl'Ilhallhcy had allowcd thc die of hfe to bc ca"t M) carly 

alld "'0 1 1ll.llIy 1 Il." prl"lo:rrcd IIldl\ IdU.II ... \\ ho\l" \JIlgulanly gaw hlln m.,lght IIllO Illmself ... people (arc) so 

pHlgr.lJlIlIll·d 10 Ill' etlllll'Ilt, l'lVII, rc,llIy \\>IÙl J pral'll\cd -mille, IhallJlc very JUICCS of hfc had bccnlccchcd 

1 rom Ihl'JI hodll'\ 1 I\..l· UIl' l.l\h madllIlL· ... Ùlal w'~rl' po ... ll'd JO the oank loholc" !he men and woman who 

wor\..cd III h.III\.. ... Wl'n' ,}\ IUllcllonal <1" 111l' currl'Ilcy IL...clf 45 
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This notion of the human hClIlg as a v.mty of madllllc, olln' 1I11crnalti'l'd, Illtlul'nn', 

every aspect of our sclf-ul1lkr~tanùl11g, our attitudc tow.mh Our:-'Chl", and OUI bch.lvlor 

towards others What KO~1I1~\...1 attac\..., l' thl' dehulll.IIlIl.ltlOIl ot IIHhvldu.I1 hUIll.1ll 

sanctity, the scl;'-Ilcgatlon of helll!,! hUIll.1Il th.lt an:omp.IIlll''\ .1 hUI11.t1l bl'lIlg', aqull'\U'lllT. 

explicitlyor Implicllly, to the dcfl!1ltlon of the hunlanlwlIIg .1\ a ' .. Illcty 01 mal hllll' At.I 

time when Golcms populate our dally live" at a 11ll1l' whcll wc II1U,t ICI.llt' to 1lI.lchlnl"-, on 

a daily ba~ls, the challenge bcfme 1I\ Iii IlOI hm\! 10 hulld hlg!!.l'I .ml! hettel (1(lJ,'Ill, hUI 

how to prevent ourselves from hecoll1l1lg Golem, and thclchy havlIlg (lur IIvl" l'ontrollcd, 

hamlcd or cvell dcstroyed hy the Golem, WL' h,lve L'lL,.ttcd 1 ht- chalkngl' pml'd l' ihl' 

presslIlg necd for hllman helllg~ to Inlcn,lIy thclr qUl'\t tn Icall/C and 10 1I1.lllltl',t thO\l' 

essentially human Ljllaltlles that ultllllatl'ly dl\llngul,h Il' tWill thl' (iolen!', Wl' haw 

created. 

This theme of Man hccomlllg lIllh'lInguI,h.lhle l'rom thc (iolelll he h.I' matit' (III 

ail its reperclI<;<;ions) 1<; brought out III li ,tory 01 a wcalthy Amt'IlL"II1 kw who vI'lIcd 

Prague after World War 11 w~lllllllg to 'Cl' the rCllIallh 01 the (iobn III the attlt' 01 thl' 

AItneu synagogue. Thc AmerIcan bU"'llleS~lllan UpOIl havlllg lm reqlll'\t ohvlou,ly 

rejected by the shamme:-., sltpped thc clergyman a con'llkrahlc a 111011 Il t 01 1ll01ll'y Th .. ' 

Amencan entcrcd, but flftecn minute<; later relllrned, complallllng ail!!! dy that hl' had 

wasted hls Ume and money bccilu,e he fOlllld Ilotlllng 111 Ihe ;IttIL hut old, W.111l talll\IIII, 

tom prayer books and mOllnd'i 01 du\! Whell the ... ha!llllle\ a ... kl'd " therc wa, illlytllll1g 

else in the attlc, the angry Amcncall IClllclllhercd olle othcr tlllllg an old 1l1llror on the 

wall. The shammc<; quickly replicd "then yOll dit! 'CL' the (JOklll'''·l(1 

The IdentIfication of humarllty wllh alld a, the (iokm III Il ... po!cnllal dntrllulvc 

capabilitles l<; perhap<., m()~t cOllcn:tdy kit ln our pre,cnt day cnvirolllcntai de,!rllt'tlon 

and with the openmg wort}<; to the rcecnl Earth SlHIlITIIl "Wc arc now il 'l'l'Cie ... Ollt of 

control."47 Humamty a<; the Golem In a mechanl,uc, obJculflcd and relatlvc ~tatc ha ... 

come to ~ eVlromental re,ouce., a, purc \tandIng rc\ervc' for \OC1Cty and not that whlch 
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\u\Ialn~ U\ In a ~ymhlOuc rclationship. This attitude is at the source of the enviromental 

dc~tructi()n that prc\cntly threatens the human race. We have become indistingiushable 

1 rom our {jolerm that now run out of control. 

The warmng of the Golem ln thc'Ie versIOns is that if we concieve of ourselves in 

a tcchnologlCal, ohjcctlfied framework then wc becomc as such - devoid of freedom, 

crcallvlly, and \pontanCJly; wc hccome soul1es~ mechanical entities alienated from our 

truc c""cnœ and cnvlromcnt The full impact of this notion in ail its conse'luences is 

cxplorcd in grcater dcpth through the litcrary work of Franz KafKa in Chapter 4. 

(jer"hom Scholcrn, In a dcdlcal10n speech on behalf of a newly built Israeli 

computcr Ifl 1(6), providc~ an lI1tcrc~tll1g pmtsclpt 10 this section. When Scholem heard 

of the ncw computel, he told Dr. Chaim Pekeris, who "fathered" the computer, that in his 

oplllion the mmt appropriate name for lt would be Golem NO.l (Golem Aleph). Dr. 

Pc"cn~ agrced, on the conditIon that Scholem would dcdlcate the computer and explain 

why Il "Imuld he ~() named. Scholem, ln hls dcdication speech, makes a dlrect link 

bClwecn the Icgcndary actlvitie'\ of the slxtecnth century Rabhi ludah Loew of Prague 

and the computer clcated at the Weizmann Imtitute at Rchcvot (The Golem of Rehevol). 

Schok'm then gOL''' on to compare the Golem of Prague with that of Rehovot. He cites the 

modern ckctronlc cnglnceI or applu.."d mathematician a'l the latter day disciples of the 

R.ahl)!" 01 Poland and Praguc, cOllcocting thcir own kllld of computerized Golem, yet 

wilhollt the thwloglcal and ctlllcal contc"t of thelr rabbimcal ancestors He concludes his 

addrc-;"" 111 rcco):!I1Itlon of the tenuOlls limIt of the technologieal and scientific advances 

wlthollt any o\'cn Ithng JlI"ufl,lhk cthlcal context, by resigning himself to anxiously say 

"10 thl" Golem and It!'o creator' dcvclop peacefully and don't destroy the world."48 

The Ultllll:ltl" condll~lOn of our Golems and our relation tn them is of course yet to 

he '\-TItten and rL'~ts lHll'l'rtam. But what l~ of certainty IS the meaningfu! reflections that 

an~l' Hl tht contl'mplatIve theones about the lcgend of the Golem in aIl its variations that 

h;1\ c l'OIllC dm\- Il to u~, l'rom the Rible to present day novels, poetry, plays and film . 

. N 



• 

• 

Notes 

1. Mahaml was an acronym for Moreynu J/aRav Lo('vy or Our Tl'adK'r, Rahhl L(x'w ~l'l' (;l'r,hlllt 

Winklcr, The Golem of PUU:uc (New York. Jud"!I(J, 19S0), p. 24 

2. The Blood Llbel wa~ thc a\:l'II,aIIOI1 Lhal Je",,, IIlllrtkr lion-kw, 111 H n'llgloll' nlu.11 and IIrlnk 

their blood. IL ongmalcd 10 Iwc1fth l'cntury England partly dlle 10 the hdlt'f Lh.lllt'w, Wl'rl' rl'~poll'Ihk for 

the crucifixion of Chnst By thc fourtcl'Illh CCl1tury, the rtlllaimunll'r ehargl' h .. 11 ht'WlIll' a"~llI.·tah'd wllh 

Passover; Jcws werc accuscd of mlxtng Chn,uan hlond IIllo thl'Ir mal/ah and WlIIl' 1l1l'\l'allu'\,lllon, 

la .. tcd nght lOto thc twentlcLh cenLury and \t'd Lo Lhe Illunkr of Il'n,, of t1101I,alllJ... of kw, 

3. ChayllnBloch,ThcGolcm,lran-.1 Il SthrK'ltk'rman(Vll'nll:l Vl'rnay,192~),p l'li 

4. Ibid ,p. 192 
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The mght belore Abraham awoke, he dreamed a dream It was 01 the day he awoke in 

solitude and was performed at the plant where he worked. 

Abraham's action, hls lateness, caused by hls preoccupation wlth his situation allowed for 

senous repercussions to occur Four of hls fellow workers were forced to change thelr work 

burden ln order to cover for Abraham and hls tardiness. By doing so, the y had to alter thelr 

mgralned dally patterns that they so pnded themselves upon But the Ir transition wasn't as 

smoolh as they thought poSSible and the obvious occurred .. production was delayed The Four 

were repnmanded Immedlately 

Abraham arrtved at the seene ln an ephemeral state between levels of consciousness to 

wltness the ensUing death struggle HIs four colleagues had been placed in a standing celliarge 

enough for three of them and wlth enough air for the few cockroaches that had gathered at thelr 

feet Gaspmg al a crack of !lght, thelr bodies crushed one against the other They were covered ln 

excrement and vomit, blood tncklcd trom thelr noses, mouthes, and ears Thelr screams were 

only surpassed by Abraham's "Stop" he yelled, "They were only trytng to help me They "hls 

words dropped off as no one was moved to Iisten Work dlligently carned on Abraham's face fell 

to hls hands ln angUish Helpless, anxlOus, Abraham W3S unable to arrest the proceedings, the 

seene etched Itself lOto hls mtnd lamenting ln his own self·plty for hls act, Abraham ralsed his 

heavy eyes ln a cunoslty he could not explaln The scene continued relentlessly, although the 

characters had now changed, replaced wlth four fresh bodies, four others, 

Physlcally and emotlonally dratned, Abraham lied for home. HIS body fatigued. his head 

vacuous. Abraham re·entered the realm of the dream world 
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3. THE SYMBOL OF THE WESTERN \V ALI, 

The Golem as False Messiah 

The symbol of the Western Wall of the Tcm pIc mOlll1t of Jcrusall'm 1 hal has 

evolved throughout its history, ln many ways provldes an echo 10, and phY'ilCal 

manifestation of, the Golem Iegcl1d in holh ilS oflglllal IlIcentlOlI and llIodern 

interpretation. A study of the ~ymboi of thc Wcr.,tern Wall revcalr., allother layer of 

understanding mtn the Golem legend and Jt~ IInphcatlolh and a VIl'W mIn Ihe hloaller 

context that Il exists within. And at the same time Il fUrllJ<,hc'i 1II"lght IIllo thc ljun\lOIl of 

a possible ethlcal ground for our crcallve makll1g Hl IIght of Il'' JHC\l'lIt de"t! llcllve 

poten ual ities. 

The emergencc of the symboi of lhe Wc\tern Wall parllclliarly III II<., lIIodcrn 

manifestation is inextricably hnkcd wllh Ihe contcrnporary Ide:! of Ihe (joklll a" a \ilVlClr 

and ultimately a fabe Messlah that war., alluded to 111 the prcvlou<; chaplcr l'hl" Idca, 1ll0\t 

notably expressed ard expounded upon ln the work of II. Lelvlck l (IHXX-I<)()2), can he 

seen as \'aluable commentary and undcr..,tandll1g InlO the paradoxlcal \yrnhol Ihal Ihe 
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Western Wall is today. Il, a<.; weil, can provide the neccessary metaphoric backdrop to 

c.:omprehcnd the complcxities thal have arisen in the Arc.:hitecture of the se ancient stones. 

LcivlCk\ work "The Golem: A Dramatic Poem in Eight Scenes" was published in 

1921 and combmes the folk Icgcnd of Rabbi Loew of Prague and his Golem creation with 

poclry, hlhhcal .J/lu"iom, ~urrcalism and philosophical and religious probing. Leivick 

adds a m~w dllllcnSlon to the legend with the introduction of two new characters, The Old 

Beggar (EIJJah the Prophct) and The Young Beggar (The Messiah). Their auspicious 

appcaruncc flr~t occur:-. as thcy arrive in Prague aftcr a long journey. Upon encountering a 

shodcd Rabhl Locw and Ill" Golem the two 'Beggars' are hastily asked to leave. the 

Rahhi collllllenllllg that "Thl'lr lime / fias not yct corne. ThIS is }'()ur (Golem) lime. "2 It is 

cVldcllt that LClvlck concclvt,;d of the Golem as a prccursor to the Messiah, or as the 

Mcssiah her! jo\cph, an ()h~cllrc ligure 111 Talmudlc Haggadah who will arrive during tk 

cataclY)'llllc days 01 (,og and Magog prcœdmg the arrivaI of the real Messiah and who is 

10 serve a~ the tcrnporar;' rcdeemcr at thls critlcal juncture and use force if neccesssary, 

SOIlH"tlllng whlch the .-eal Mcs~iah, the son of David, C1l nnot ascribe to. 

ln the lollowmg sccnc the two Beggars sil beside il road leading off into the 

ulstance III a 1 1\: Id out "'Ide Prague. The Young Beggar, The Messlah, is disappointed with 

hls rccepllon alld laments the pOlentwl pogrom at the bcginning of Passover as a result of 

the CIls1IlIlg blond Ilbet plot The angry Maharal arr;ves and again reJterates his position 

that Ihey must !cave lr1lIllCdtatcly, Ilotmg that: 

1 Ill' wOlld Il.1 ... 1101 nh,lu ... h'd Yl'l 

Il ... 'illlfl' 01 UlIdly, 01111'\ 

Il,1'' 1'(Ie Il 01 Il ... 1IIl'Vl'r)' I.md kil 

Ilw h\llcher'" klllll' ag,II",! 111\ Ihlo.Il') 

Il.1, Ill' }'l'( Iw.mllll(' 1111,11 groan" 

Or !\l'('n tlll' 1.1'1 of ldll'd ... "" onl ... '-' 
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The Messiah must not be contaminated and cannnt fight violence wlth vlOknù' 1 il' "must 

be the fast ... / And woe to hlm if he should try 1 to lIltcrcl'dc fOI Il'' .lgalll'il OUI w!ll." 111l' 

Maharal gocs on to explain that "There IS annlher om' to do Illy lHdd1l1g. 1 l'hl' onl)" one 

permltted to be dark, / Permittcd ln splll blood fm hlood "4 The M,lharal. of C(HII~l·.I\.'krs 

to the saVlOr, the Golem, with his tl~t~ and lm axe The Me'~lah. (k~pall"l·d. kaVl'\ IlOI 

knowing whether he came one moment too late or one ~troke 01 IIIlll' 100 ~oon 

In the final sec ne the incvilahlc destructive pOlentlalJly of (Ill' \avlol' l'ome!'. 10 

fruition with the Golem running rampant III Prague, destroylflg hOIl"l'\ and llillllg 

innocent Jews of the ghetto. The Maharal 1!1 anglll~h OYeI Ihl~ al'l1ol1 a\b Ihe (jokm ,f It 

realizes that it has hurt the people 11 wa" created 10 "ave The Mahar ,tl alu'IH\ the !llalllc, 

"On my hcad falls the blood. On rny head") and gocs on to question the n.lllIIl" 01 hl" OWII 

proscriptive creatIve impulse in attempllng 10 ha~lc" sorne lorm 01 Icdl'mptlo" lm Ills 

burdened community: 

Dld Vou reveal to me Ihe more than human. 

Allow me to crCale, 10 rule. command, 

Only thall mlght ~cc alla ... t 

My mSlgmflcance. my ma:-' ... lve \111" 

And more th an thal . my ... 10 agatn ... t ail Jcw~" 

That, m Impatlcnce and dc"pulr, 1 wI ... hcd 

To tum my back on Ihosr way~ 01 Your people 

Thal are elemal, gcnLle, patIent, lull of fallh'l 

My sm in wanlmg whal Ihc foc Jay" c1alln ln'I 

The foc demandcd whal W~b hl ... 

The blood that 1 de~lrcd 10 ... avc - [ "hcd 6 

What emerge~ in Leivick's play is far more than a cornmentary on an 1~()latcd 

event in Jewish history. Il is a play in whlCh the Jcws aet a"i a ~ymh()l for rnanklnd 111 It" 

present state in both its suffering and ycarnlng for redcrnptlOll But JI i., aho Ihl tragcdy 
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of the Maharal "who discovcrs that force contatltinates and consumes. Il ft is the "tragedy 

of a man who, grown impatient with the prmpcct of the eternal victim, grown weary of 

the sight of mnocent suffcnng, lcarn'i that .,uffenng is the inescapable lot of man, that 

endurance .md the wisdom of endurance - compassion for the sufferers - are the only 

tlltcrnatlves open for man '1<; Man."7 The Maharal also learns that he was deluded in 

bcltevmg that he could hoth control the Force that he crcated and that this Force could 

actually .,olve real funoarnenwl problcms. Ile lcarns the lesson that the traditional wisdom 

of his people IS rooteu ln the rcaltty, that whatevcr the tcmporary effect of this Force is, il 

Call110t ~()Ive the hUJI1an conditIon (ft 1<; IJnportunt to note that this po~Ition, the position 

of 1.cIVlck hllll .... c1f, IS later altered to the cxtrcme oppo~lte In light of hls experience with 

f foloc:lu!-.t ~lIrVlvors, dcspllc the Implications he is awarc of and writcs about in "The 

Golcrn Il Sec the dl<.,CllS .... IO!\ helow JO the section "Tran'iformation of Ideology") 

l'lm not Ion of t hc Golcm or equally its maker as a false Messlah is echoed in 

Ahraham Rothherg'" "Swonl of the Golem" dcspite its po~t Holocaust publication. The 

MCSStalllC OVl'I'tol1es that accolllpany Rahhl Locw's creation are cautioncd by the Rabbi's 

close fricnd, Mordcc:u Marclis Mel~d, li Jewish merchant, financier and phIlanthropist. 

MCI<.,e! tell'i lm. fnend. "Judah, you ale carncd away wIth your obsession to be a savior." 

The Rabhl defcnds hi~ dC'~m:'i but MCl<.,cl contlllllcs warning of " ... the arrogance of one 

who ~ct-; hil1\~e1r lJ1 thc forc:'ront wlthollt rcmcmbcring that those who rernain behind him 

Illust pay for hl-; affront. You arc no! the Messiah nor wcre meant lo be." S Despite lhis 

admol1I!-.hlllcnt Rabhl Judah Locw is conftdent about his actions, rcasoning Thal: 

t\lan 1'\ noll'n.'all'lI ln lilial perfectIon, he mUlIt reaIlIc perfection hllmc1f. So, too, IS hls world not creatcd in 

lilial p~'rlc( lion, man IIIU\t rl'~lll/c ami crcatc the world's perfection hlmsc lf. The way of truc conductlics ln 

kl'l'JllOg onkr III (1.111)' Ille and 111 rccobol/mg ordcr JO thc occuranccs of the world around us. Sin IS 

dl\onkr ro put onkr 11110 the worllll\ man'), ml'S"lamc ta\kY 
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This fully anthropoccntric 'modern' a.titude ~alhl'it expressed wuhlll a qu,l'I-Il'ilgIOU' 

tradition) of the Rabbi is later altered when the pogrom flllally hre,lk ... out and thl' (,okm 

is unleashed in a wlld fury killing not only Chn\lIanS hut Jcws a~ well, ~tnkll1g out wlth 

his axe at everyone 111 his path, ln the aftermath of the lkstfllctwn, tlll' Rabbi lallll'lIt~ OVl.'f 

what has oc~urred by askmg a series of questions dm~ctl'd at (,oll: 

did 1 have me~slanlc mghtmarc" Ihal 1 Illlgin mukl' .111 elld ln 1111" vlnkl1ll' wllhllUI l'Ill 1 , \)1l11 11lI,lgtlll' .1 

worldly redemplion, whlch cannol hl' g,.lrJwrl'd wlll're Ùll'rc 1\ 1I0IIl'" nid yllU 1lI0Vl' 1Ill', out 01 Plldl' .11111 

despcralion, 10 "pill hlond Ihrough the (;ok'm and ycl ln 1111 III 10 ll'l'P Ill)' h:lIllh l \e,UI') III IIIV hlllld dl'\\fl' 

10 do good, dit! 1 comnllllhe very "Ill 1 ... oughl ln ,\ VOId lm Your Pl'Opll'" 1 >Id Y ou Il"lIpl IIIl' wllh Illy dll'.llII 

01 sai vallOn thal 1 rmghl aVOId the full' 01 lIIall\ Ill'll'\\lIy .\Ill! Your IIl'U"\lly Ih.1I wc 11111\1 W,III, \111 Il'r , 

endure, have fallh III Your provldcncc and rncrcy" \)1(11 w.llk III thl' way' 01 Ihl' JI.IIHm, .llId Ihl'Ichy Il'.111 

Your people on thal very ~ame path - and 1101 on YOIII\') 1 () 

Despite the Rabbi's realil.i.ltlon of the nature of the Golem or l'qu:!lly 11I1ll'icll as li 

false Messiah it is important to note that thls wholc notion of thc (/olelll a ... a potclltlal 

savior and rcdeemer for man IS a complctcly lIlodern conception, R()thhe'l.~ 111111\ :!tTOllllt 

goes as far as to move the traditlOnal date ot the crcatlon of the (joklll fWIlI 15XO to 

1589, exactly two hundred ycars after the IlHH1\troU'i pogrom of Apnl 1 X, 1 ~X'), III ouler 

to enhance, 111 an almost mythlc manncr, the lIle"''illHlIC overtolln that ;!( cOlllpany the 

story. But in ail aceounts of thc Icgcnd prior to thL' COllcCptHHl of the (ioit'III .. \ a falllullI ... 

and an historieal figure there l"i no mentIOn of the Ciolcm a ... a \aVI01 or Me\\lalJ de\rllte 

equally harsh conditions for the ghCltOll.cd Jcwl"ih comlllllllltlC'i The \aVIOf ardltypl' doc ... 

not appcar in Ashkcnazi diSCUSSions of the Golem lrI the MaMie Age\, III ,1 pCrIod whell 

the memory of the 1096 pogroms by the Cru ... adcr~, wa ...... tJlI frc\h AIl thc celltral 

European versions of the Golem dl~eu .. )ed JI1 the br\t charter Ignon: ally ,>,t1vlf le 

allusions, This is also the t'ase In tho~c commentane'i renned hy Sdardlc fl) . .;ure"i IIkc 

Moses Cordovero, In the generatlon following the great ExpuhlOn of Jew ... from Spalll Il 

47 



• 

• 

Thuli the cmergcnce of the Golemali a ~aVlOr (and ulumately false Messiah) 

l.unnol liirnply he attnhuteJ to a pJ.rllcular rcactIon of ar. histoncal crisis. This modern 

conceptIon mark" a profounJ tran,>forrnatlOn ln the epi~tomological condition of man that 

wa'> alludcd to ln the flr,>t chapter of tlm e~say and wIll be more fully developed on the 

followlng dl,>cu'>'>lon of the We:-.tcrn Wall ln 1eru'lulem. The We~tem Wall acts almost as 

a phY'>lcal clllhodllTlent and fr.um:work or foundatlon of the paradoxes of the Messianic 

VI'>lon ,>ccn ahovc The ,>ame paradoxc~ which Infuse the Golem legend with such 

rnetaphoflC flchne,>~ for l.<mtemporary audiences. 

The devclopmcnt of the symbol of the Western Wall dates back more than two 

thou:-.and years to the ~ecol1d Temple period. Toward the end of th,! first century before 

thl.: cOll1ll1on cra, King Ilcrod of Judea. undertook the massive initiative ta enhance and 

expalld tlll: illlClcnt Temple 01 Jcru,>akm lIliually concelved under the rule of Kmg 

SolOl1l01l III the Icnlh century B.C.E. and later rcblllit by Zerubabbel m the slxth ccntury 

B.C E al' ter tl1l' Bahylolllan Exile .• lenx1 greatly enlarged the Temple precinct forming 

the va'>t arca known today as the Temple Mount. The massive .. ;tones Herod used to 

eon'itrud the hllttle~" wall" of the Tcmple's newly expanded plateau are, ln part, still 

IIltaet, partlL"ularly <llong lb wC'otern slde Although these stones contained no sanctity in 

thelll~L'lve ... a'o long a ... thL' Temple existed, a small portion of Lhem have evolved over the 

centullCS. in the wake of the Second Temple's destruction in 70 C.E., into the living 

ll'hgIOll~. po!ltlca!, and ~oclal phenomenon thal is the Western Wall today. 

PI lOf to thL' Temple of Jeru ... alcm's dc~tructlOn, it was the focus of Israel's cultural 

and 1c1lgHHI'o lIk and thc center of Judicial and kgal activay. Its operation and 

fUllclloning acted a~ li ~plfltual marker for the whole nation and a beacon by which the 

mmallik nt tilt' J1t'ople (OU Id he navigatcd. 12 Dunng this pcriod, the walls of the Temple 
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Mount contained no specifie sanctity as it was concentrated III thl" Tl'mpk and III thl' 

sacred precim:ts around it. But l'ven so, the !,outhcrn wall of the Tcmple Mount was 

considered ta be morc honorcd than the otller tllree SlllCC lt wa~ thl" location of the two 

main gales ta the Temple Mount. At the ~llllthern wall\ ba,e pdl!n11l~ \\'ould gathrr. 

listening to preaehcr~ extol thl" vlrtlle~ of honc~ty. moraluy and pll'ty 

After the destruction of the llcrodlan Tcmpll.' and the fatll'd 11'hl'II1OIl of Bal 

Kokhba in the year 135 C.E. severe n:stnCl1ons were placcd on the kw, They Wl'l~ not 

allowed to live in Jerusalem !lor vl~it the nllns. DlInng thl" entm' Roman pcnod III lslal'l. 

the second and thlrd centuries, Jcru~alell1 lay ln rUI\1 and thl' Tt'mpll.' Mount wa, dn,lllatc. 

Jews, who wanted to vicw the rUlI1s of the Tcmple Moullt coult! COIllC to klmalem hut 

only to the Mount of Oltves. whlch bordercd the CUy on the ca!'.t !'.Idc :ll'IOS, a (ke-p 

ravine. From there they wcre able tn look and JI101lfll the Tl'Illple ,Uc. Il wa" at Iim IlIlll' 

that the eastern wall of the Temple Mounl and Ihe rcmal\1:-, 01 thl' Shushan (ialc hrcallle 

predominant. 

The Christian dOll1lllanœ of the Roman Empllc bcglllnlllg III Ihl' fOllrlh CC Il 1 ury 

only mainta1l1ed the restrictIon..,. Conc.,lallllC and hl" ..,ucccs..,or<; saw thc de..,lIucllOIl 01 Ihl' 

Temple as a symbol of the delTH~C of judilI~1II and thc growth of Chrt~tlaJllty 111 JI ... placc 

During this cntIre I1me up lInl1l krllsalern l'cil to the Mo:-.km ... III (, 1~ (' E , Il wa, thl: 

eastern wall of the Temple Mount that wa, the {ocuc., of kw..,' allcnllOIl, It helllg the wall 

direetly opposite the Mount of Olive~ ln addItion to this the gate 111 l!le ea,tern wall wa, 

used by priests on ceremonial occa..,ions 

The Arah conque ... t of the region brought wlth It two m'IIClr change, to Ihe 

situation. Fir~t ~nere was the conc.,truction of two rnmquc, on the Temple Mount, Il f10W 

being identiflcd a~ the site where thc proJlhet Mohammcd hall a..,cclldl'(! to hc,lvcn wltcn 

he travelled from Mecca on hic., wondrouc., hor,c AI-Buraq 'l'hl' <.,rcond IInport:tnt change 

for the purpose of thls dllicus~\On wa~ that kw, were now allowed tnlo the cHy They 

took up residence at the ~outh-we<.;t corner of the Temple Mount III order 10 he netJr the 
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ruined Temple, During this period it appears that the Jews of kmsaleI1l and the pllgrlln'\ 

prayed at both the eastern (conunuing the past traditIOn) and the \\T~tl'rn walls of thl' 

Temple Mount. There is at thls particular tIInc 110 ~Ign that the Wl'''tl'rn w.1I1 hall any 

special sanctity,I3 

In the following centunes l'rom the Crll"adcr conqm'st of I09 l ) C E thlOlIgh 

successive rules of the Ayyuh Moslrms. the Tatal)" and the Mameluke Sult.IIl", the k",~ 

continued to live 111 Jerusalem, It was dunng thi" tIIne that report" of thl' Tl'mpk MO\lllt's 

western wall being an important sacreu ~lle come to IIght Il wOllld apill'ar that thl' 

Western Wall's location II1side the City and 11), ea~y acccs"lolhty !rom the Jl'wl"h qualtl't 

transformed it into a favorcd place of prayer. In t11l"i penod of k~" th;tIl lIve hUlldll'd )'l'aI'i 

up untll 1516 with the conqucst of Jenl',alem hy tlll' Ollalllan ~lIItall", thl' Wl'\ll'lll Wall 

goes [rom bcing one of many holy "Itc~ to thc pnrne ... ancl! Im:atlon Il 1), abo dllllllg thl ... 

pcriod that th~ tradition of the Wc),tcrn Wall alld Ih deillal Dlvllle PIl"'l'I1Cl' hl'rollll' 

entwincd in the collective folk con-..clou"nc~\ 01 the kWI),h people The 1 )IVIIlt' PIl'~l'nn' 

that was s~ud to have never lcft the western wall of the Telllpk 110'" altadll'" Il'1t'1f to the 

western wall of the Temple Mount Thelefore 111 order to l11agndy the Wl"'telll Wall'~ 

importance, this new tradition a",cllbcd to II a ~peclal "anctlly datlllg hom tlll' tlllll' of the 

Temple and Ils sub~cqucnt de"ltrllction 

This notion of the Dlvll1e Prcscncc allactlll1g il~ell to the Wl'\tern Wall 1\ lIll1cal 

in its development a"l a symho) Il dcnvec.; from the Sa)oll1ol1tc Tl'mple where al the 

western wall of the lIoly of lIolic'l (the mo"t ~anclifïcd cham her of the Tl'lIlpk) tIH.: Ark 

of the Covcnant wa,> <,uppmed to have been placcd Of the four walh of the Iloly 01 

Holies, according to Temple tralhtlon, JI wa" the we,>tern wall wlllch wa.., tlle IlImt ... al red, 

becau~e it was the re~tll1g place of ()Ivltle Pre..,enLe Thcre 1 ... al ... o III tradltloll the ... tory 

that at the ume of the ~econd Temple'" de-..truc!lol1 the ol1ly wall wllich fL'rnamed ... télndll1g 

(albcit tempora.-J1y) was thi"i we'>tern wall of the lIo1y of lIo!Je" Ih .... a)vatIOI1 bcll1g \een 

as providential 111 nature 'l'lm identification of the Temple Mount".., We ... tcrn Wall wllh 
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the Temple\ we ... tern wall b thc root for the renaming at that ume of one the ancient gales 

of the Temple Mount'.., We ... tcrn Wall to "The Gate of the Divme Prellence". This tradition 

permeated the UHlIlClou ... ne ... " of Jcw" at thl<; lImc to the extent that Il became self-evident 

a<; i ... wltne ...... cd by ttm aceount from an anonymou"i source written in 1537 C.E., "To the 

wc ... t I~ the We"tern Wall, an anclcnt ... tmetllre from which the Divine Presence has never 

dcparled "14 

The Ottoman rule commcnclIlg in 1516 C.E. saw a great influx of Jewish settlers 

ln the l,and of Israel. The Jcws who wcre expellcd from ChristIan Spain and Portugal 

were cncouragcd to CO'IlC and ~~ttlc, thclr admil1lstrative talents and economlc and trade 

cxpCrtl~C werc cagcrly wclcomcd. The Jew~ wcre abo welcomed a~ part of an Ottoman 

Empire poplilatloll pollcy that tncd to ddllte uny strong occllpied natlOnahty. But 

Sullernall "The Magrllflccnt" was "tdl not sati ... fled and to encourage stIll more Jews to 

COIlll', he took an 1I1lprccedentcd 'Itep hy grantlllg official recognItIOn to the Western Wall 

a~ a JcwI:-oh holy place. The COllrt archItect prepared Il a ... a monumental site and Jews 

werc grantl'd Ie~al Ilght:-o rcgallhng the Wall. The Sultan hoped for a loyal Jewish 

populatloll to counter halance the local J\rab~ and any posslhilIucs of rebel1ion. 

It wa ... at thl:-O tlllle that JcwI"h relIglOU'i tradition bccamc tightly woven around the 

We~tl'rn Wall maklllg 11 the fOlelllmt acccptcd Jcwlsh holy ~itc for both the commu11ity 

a<; a whok and tOI the lIldivldual kw It~ pnmacy wm' furthcr bolstered at thls Ume with a 

relIglOlI\ prolllhlll()Jl ot cntenng the Tcmple Mount area. Jews Judng the Ottoman reign 

were Ilot IK'fmllted to ellter the Temple Mount, Il bcing a Moslem domam, and as such 

dl'f1wd thl'Ir own lIItl'rnal rdllpOll'i and pllllo'iophicai rcas('r; for reframmg from the area, 

therehy 'iOIVlIlg the problclll of how a Jew could renounce Jcwlsh rights to the Temple 

Mount l'Ill" "\\'1 accomph~hcd with the attitude that the Jews dld not have to renounce 

thelr nght" :-omel' Il :-otIll :-opllllually bc\onged to thcm but bcc,lUSt~ of the uncertainty 

rl'gardlllg the cxact locatIon of the Jloly of Holies. the whole Temple Mount area must be 

consIlkrcd as a pmslbk locatIon for 11 thereby completcly prohlbitmg entrance so as to 
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not defile it. PrevlOus to thlS time Jews had enten~d the Temple Mount area whl'n they 

were pennitted by local authonty.15 

This new 'truth' e~~cntlally allowl'd the l'oeus upon the Wl'stern Wall 10 l'Oille 10 

the fore without any spin tuaI qual111~ ln the next four hundred ycar'i of OttOtll.1Il IlIk IIp 

until the beglJ1l1l11g of the twcntlcth cl'ntury the Western W.dl cnntl1l11cd to gain 

prominence. The small area which had hccnlTl'ated III front 01 the tWl'llty Illctl'I IlIgh w.1I1 

continued to be re~erved for JcwI~h (Hayer and to ~erve a~ the .,1Ie for kWI ... h pllglllllS 

throughout the Diaspora. 

The Western Wall, standing a., c\(he as it dld to thc .,ollrœ 01 kWI ... h s.wctlly, the 

Temple, came to he ~ccn through tradition a~ a tcmporary sllh.,utlltl' lor It 'l'hl' Wall of 

destruction became permeated WIth the .,cn~l' of a tran ... ltlonal aH.:hlll'Cllllal ... yIII hol, 1'10111 

past ancient glory, harkenmg bacl<.. to the DavltlIc dyna'ity and SOIOIllOIlIC Tl'Illpk, tn 

future redemptlOn III the Mes~ianlc cra and thc rdHllldlllg 01 the Tl'mple, rqm''''l'Iltlllg !hl' 

ultimate conjunctlOn bctwccll hcawn and cal!h where {JOlI' ... presence will he matit' 

manifest and man's pnmordIaI Ederllc plO"rrnrty to (Iod will hc Ic<;!ored 1(, 

This sense of tran~ltlon 1 ... rl''fhap'' bC\l SCCll III a lIllIque rn.,cnptlOI1 1<llIlIly 

engraved into the stone ... of the Wall SOllle wne betwcen jOlll!h a1ld l'Iglilh l'l'l1lll1lt:'" 'l'hl' 

unflllishcd work i ... a fragment from Ihe Book of 1."lIah whrch rcall., "Alld yOIl wrii .,lT 

and your heart wIll rejOice and thelr boncs Itke an hClh "'llll' texl 10 whlch 1111:-' 

inscription belongs is l'rom the l'mal charter., of b:llah Whllh deal wlth plophl't Il· ... of 

consolation and dwell on the "end of day ... ", the rC"'lrrecllOIl and on the gond tlllle., to 

come for the pl~ople and Land of "'raci. It reath' 

RcjOlcc Wilh Jcru\alem and he glad 10 her, ail lhdl love 11er RCJoJLC ,) fCjOlung Will! hn, ail Iholl h,IVC 

moumcd for hcr So that you may .,ulk and be \au.,flcd frolllllll' hrl'a\t of h<:r lOIl\of.tIIOlI'>, \() 111,11 yOIl lIIay 

suck and bc dcllghtcd !rom t.hc clIpplc of h<:r glory For UIU, '><IY'" the Lord 1 will cxtcnd I)(:al (' ro Iwr !tkt' ,1 

river and the rc,pcll of thl' nation, Ilkc a flowmg ,Ircam, yOIl ,h,dl \lIlk, you \11,111 oc 1!lled 011 (lIcr) ,Hic 

and dandlcd on (her) kncc<., Llkc a man wllo\e mothcr lOfliforh hlln, \0 Will r LOflifor! you WHf III Jcrll\al('111 
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shall you be comforted. And you will sec and your hcart will reJoiec, anll your ll\ml'~ hkt' an hl'rh Will 

flourish ... 17 

In the heart of the Jew in exile and III the wntlllg 111 this Wall of past glOly 1., tlll' IIll'Ssagl' 

of salvation in MessHmic hope; to live III anglll~h knowlIlg that bC'tler dav\ will COlm' 10 

them and to Jerusalem and that the TC'mplc would nsc aga III as a 'ihllllllg hl';ll'on III tlll' 

city. 

The abtlity for the Western Wall to occupy such an important plan' III kWlsh 

religious philosophy as weil li!. folk htcraturc IS 111 part duc to the IIlhCn'llt natllll' 01 tlll' 

Wall as both a ruin and a two dimen!.ional, non-dc!.cript collcctlon 01 \tonc~ wlllch hy 

their very nature are imagclc ... s Il 1'" a Wall of l'then:al 1Il1ahtll's, of a '1\011 ~lIchltl'ctllrl" 

The Western Wall displays thc 1I1lll)uene.., ... 01 kWI..,h :-.ymhoh<;!Il 111 wlllch the "Jll! lIual 1.., 

dominant over the corporcal, matcrial de~[rlirtlOn docs not IlICillI that the ..,.\IIl'l1ty 1 ... 

destroyed. Truc hohncss dcnve ... lrom the ~OllfCC'" 01 ctellllty and thl' de~tllll lion 01 1'" 
symbol is only tcmporary and unahk to .d fcct l'temal <;anctlly 'l'Ill<; notloll 01 l'verla ... ting 

sanctity that carne to bc repre~ented 111 the We"tcrn Wall 1" rClIIfOlced hy Ihe "ages 01 Ihe 

Mishnah who explain the followlllg Blhllcal ver ... e "ÂI1J 1 will lJIa~e yOllr ~anl'tlla[Jes 

desolate" (LevIticus 26:31) as mC4l111ng that they su1l have the .,allcilly of ~anclllllCS cven 

when they are desolate (Meglllah 3:3). Thl ... sanctlly and 11'00 clhcreal nature IS IlIrlher 

discussed In midrashlc material: 

Rabbi ElcUl.cr <;atd. Thc DlvlOc Prc;,ence ncver dcparted front the Temple, a ... 111\ wnlll'Il, 'J'or now , h.lVl' 

cho\cn and "anetilleli thl\ hou\e \0 that My naJoll.! o.,tJ,tll he therc lor evcr and My eYl'\ alld My !\('.trl will/)(' 

Iherc ail Ihe day'i' (II ChronlC!c., 7 I(). I~ven whell II (the' clllplc) 1\ dl'\lroyl'd. Il rellt.lIl1\ III Il> \:lncllly 

Evcn when II 1\ dc,>troycd, God doc\ nol leave Il Rav Aha 0., a 1< 1 "he ()IVIIIC PT( \{·nlC will /WVl'r [l'ave Ihe 

We,>lcll1 Wall, a,> II 1'> wrttlen, 'Behold, Ile (G(xl) \WIHf> behllld our wall' (')""g 01 ),,"g\ 2 () 1 loi 
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The nature of thb tran<;itional ~tate a .. cmbodied ln the Western Wall in part dates 

back to the dCl,tructlOn of the flr ... t Temple and the first exIle at the hands of the 

Babylonwn King Nchuchadncncr The traditIon that e~tabll<;hed the Tabernacle in the 

dc<;ert and So!omon':-. Temple wa~ now brokcn. In 538 B.C.E. the Perslans conquered 

1 iahylon la and the l'cr ... lan King Cyru ... allowed the former political and rehgious elite of 

Judah 10 rclllrrl 10 Jcrll..,alcm after a fort y nine year exile. But without political 

IIldepcndance, wllhout a Davidlc kIng and wuh a precanous religious situation, the 

rchllliding of the Temple dld not carry wah it the same self-evldent providential order of 

the pa~t. The precI ... c architecture of the ncw Temple was Ilot of partIcular importance, It 

:-.ulf Iled :-'0 long a:-. It vagucly rc..,cmhlcd lb prototype~. The main concern was to 

rcc:-.tahlJ ... h the ba"'lc condltlOn"i or a renewed Temple cult. ft is dunng thls period that a 

new pOlllt of 1I1l1flCatIOn lor the people cmerge.., the Torah of MO'ies. The Torah, the 

wnllen word of Mme.." ...rart ... to take prccedcncc over the Temple. ThIS break is 

excmpllfled III the fir ... t ccntury BeE. wlth the rebuIldlllg of the Temple by King Herod 

of Judea Ilcrod'''i actIOn wa ... Illcant to ~UpP()rl hls royal authonty, but from the 

thcologlcal and polit Ica! per:-.pectlvc of the domll1ant :-.ocw! forces In the country, il was 

of 110 malor "Iglllllcancc, :-'0 long a.., what was donc in brick and monar did not affect the 

peopk's exell'l..,e 01 pll'ty The royal pollucs of the klllgdol1l and the Law as embodied in 

thc Torah Wl'fC :-.cparatl'd 19 Tlm nOllon of lIvlIlg by and thlough the hemleneutical word 

of the TOI.lh wa:-. n.'lIlforcl'd hy thc ~ecolld of the Ten Commandments wrîtten In both 

E,odu!'. and lkutl'IOllom)' "Thou :-.halt have no other gods before Me. Thou shah not 

lIIake lliltolhl'l' a gr,lvl'nlmage Thou ... halt Ilot bow down unto thern, nor serve them ... " 

(lkull'IOIlOIll)',) 7.X,9) 

'l'III" Ilka 1 ... hol"ten.'d IIlto thc con'iciollsnc"is of the people of Israel throllgh two 

slgllilicallt l'VCllt ... that !'.haped thc l'mm of Jud:mm that persisted 111 the Western world 

l'tom the tllllC of Chll!'.t unttl the end of thc cIghteenth CClltur) when an 'other than 

Chri"tlall' polItlc clllcrgcd, narndy one of dcmocracy and scculansm. 
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The firs! event, the destruction of the seconù Tempit' III 70 CE anù the 

disheartening falled rebcllion of B,lr Kokhba in 1 J5 CE. produccd the I\h~hnah. 

completed around the year 20() C.E. The l\1tshnah rompih.'d hy thl' ,age, Sl't down tlll' 

oral tradition of the Mos:l1c Torah. lt syslematlcally c(xhfiL'd kWI,h law and wOIkcd ouI a 

Judaism without a Temple and a Cult The wOlk producl'd a 'y"telll ot ~anl'tltIL.ltlllJl 

focu:";d on the holincss of the pnesthood aIllllt~ ksllvab a, wcll .1, a 'y,tclll 01 11Iit':-. 101 

the protection of that hohness. Thercfore wh.iI \VC sec 111 the alkrlllath of tht' ,!t--:truclloll 

of the holy place and lts cult IS an ideology in wlllch the ~anctl!y of the holy peoplc..' and 

its way of life woulu per~lst indelibly 111 l-:rad Thus the nation \Vas ahle to "II:-.t:lm 11\l'11 

beyond its phy~ical rcality. 

The second major l'vent was the polttIcal trllllllph 01 Chnstlalllly ln dll' age 01 

Constantme. Wuh the asccndellcy of the fallh 01 Chfl~t and Chn\t a<; Me:-'\Iah the 

principle components of JlIdal~1l1 WL'le hl'lI1g challl'Ilged alld calkd for a Il:<;pon,c '1'111<; 

response was to be found III the Wrlt\llg 01 the Talmud (a <l1'ICII,:-'IOII on the MI'Ihnah) l'hl' 

Mishnah payed no attentIon to ~peclllatlOn aboui the Me"\lah a ... ail Ill'Itollcai slIpCll1allllal 

figure, or to the matter of the end of tlllle But at the end of tht: fOlilth <.t:ntllIY wlth the 

writing of the Talmud, a ~hlft III Illstoncal thlllklllg, from a focu'i on thL' Tl'mple and ItS 

supernatural history to the pcopk of l'lrael and Il'' natural Ihl\ wotldly Imtory, arme :JO 

The Mcsslah rnyth wa~ also tran~formcu Irlto an e'i<.,entlally ahl"lollcal fO/ce /1 lhe l'copie 

wanted to rcach the the cnu oftlJTlc or Imt<. y they had to n'lc ahove Il III .t lIleta hl\tollcal 

approach to lire. Thcrdore the Talmud pre\ènted an c'Ichatologllal VI'll(lIl of the tckology 

of the Mishnah In re~ponsc to the Chn,tian qlll:<.,t1oll "or the peopk of hracl and 

Judaism, the Mcs'ilah WIll corne only oncc everyone f ully acceph Ihe teadllllg, of the 

Torah. When the whok wou lu come togethcr, forrnll1g the pcrkct cn~;ltl()1I :1\ at the 

beginnll1g of tJrnc, then woulu corne the end of lIme, the Mn'llah and lm age, the 

endunng Sabbath (counterpart to the Sahr.ath of creal1on) 21 
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The paradox bee()me~ c1car, hrael aets to redeem itself thl'Ough the opposite of 

self-detcrmmtlOn or by suhJugatlng Ihelf to the word of God. (The oral Torah, the 

Mi ... hnah and the Talmud, along Wllh the wnttcn Torah, the flve books of Moses, were 

hchevcd 10 he glvcn 10 Mo ... e ... at Smal thcreby a~suring divine proximity to the newly 

wrillen oral trac!Juon of the wntlcn Torah) I ... racl's power lies In Ils negation of power or 

actIOn, Hs \'k'itlny I~ 111 ~IV1l1~ IIp ail prctcnse at deçidJn~ iLS Qwn destiny. The self 

cVldencc of thl.., Judai~rn of the dual (oral and wnttcn) Torah esscntially allowed for them 

to CXI ... t and pcr"'l~t wlthlll a ~tatc of bccommg as a sclf-contamcd distinct socIety amongst 

the Chn'itwll wel,t (rom the wne of ('olll,tantlllc until the mnctcenth ccntury. 

1\ 11leall~ 01 IJ1tt:gratlllg the natulc of Man\ IJnagmatIon/creation within this 

el,chatologICal VI ... lOn I~ accornpli~hed by the notion of 'Frec WIll'. Man's choice~ are fully 

WltlllIl hl.., capaClty and wIIhlll the context of hls moral and ethical hOrizon of decision, 

although they ta"c l'aIt 111 the ultlIl1ate frumework of an integratlon and reconcilJauon of 

(io(\'s plan 01 ('reatlon The word of God (lI the Torah providing the supremc guide for 

Ma,,'.; l'f!orh 10 n:lurrl 10 hl'i lIullal ... tate of BClf1g. The Jcw is placed into the historÎcal 

notion of 'BecoIllIllg', a (lynarlllc movelllent towards the end of hislory or time and the 

arnval of thc MC~"Iar1H: l'ra and a rClUrn to Man's illltiai slate of Being. In order lhat this 

occur Man JllU~t act fïr~tly wIthm tUfll"ielf and ultimately wlth aIl of Mankmd. Therefore 

a ... oppmed to the 1 kllclllC cychcal notion of lime, Hebraic lImc IS of a linear historical 

path 'iuhll'CI to alteratlo/J hy hllman Illtervcntion. Paradoxlcally it exprcsses the idea of 

always applOachlllg but /Je ver arnvlllg (or 1I-lOpic).22 

The e ...... l·l1l'l' of Ihe utoplan content of Messianic redemption focused in the 

We~tt.·111 Wall I~ prc'icvrd III ail lb paradoxlcal nature principally III the writings of the 

lllyl,tIl'~ The Zohar tic ... the alTlval of the Mes~lah to impossible if not highly inconsistent 

COnditIOnS Il tl'lI" that III the day'i of the IVlessIah man wlll no longer quarrel with his 

ft.'llow man but wllh hllll~,df and that the l\1essianic world will be one without images, 

rd'cmng to SOfllt.· modt.' of Hcmg that can't he pictorially represented. The magnitude of 
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this Messianic idea. correspondmg dtrectly tu the endlcss powcrlcssnc-;s of Jl'\\'Ish htstory 

during the centunes of l'xiie. came to he cmbcddcd throllghollt thl' DIa"'pllr.\ III tht' 

emerging symbol of the Wcstem Wall. A lite Iivcd 111 dd'ermcllt. III \\lllld, nOlhlllg (an ht' 

irrevocably accomph~hcd, alife hvcd 11\ il tcll~lon Ihill ncwr b\lnt~ 1\:,!:.lLQUl.2 \ 

The ephelllcrai nalure ot the Wall and ilS rootedlll''''-; III the ahovl' Ilk.\ 1-; 1\lItllt'I 

brought home 10 a Zohanc IIltcrprctation of the llcblcw word for the W.III. ",.(e/. wlllch 

contains the letters kaf. vav, tav, and laml'd. Tav and lilllll'd togctht'r Inllll tlll' word Tt'! 

or mound or lull, while ka! and VelV togcthcr have the cqlllva!cnt 1I1111\cfll'ai valul" to the 

letters in the DIVine name or tetragralJ1l1latoll. Thll'i the DivlIll' IHC"'l"lIl'l' 01 11ll' W.JlI a~ a 

focal point toward whlCh aIl tunt l'i made 1Il1pliclt III Il'i nomellclatule 2·' 

The developmcnl of the Western Wall'..; 'iymboil/ilIIOIl a'i a pllllle l'!clllent 01 

transition, shown above, cmbodYlllg Ihe ahlltty to llVl' Wllhlll il 1I.11l~lllollal ~pal'l' or il 

perpetuai statl' of bccoll1mg, Icnd'i a ~en~e 01 l'onlexl tn the Illedleval notion 01 {iolclll 

making secn 10 the prevlOus l'hapll:r 'l'lu ... Ilotioll bClIlg that the Cle.IIIOII 01 Ihe (i()km wa'i 

perceived as an end in itself and not a Illl:an"i loward an l'nd, as weil a ... ail alllllllallOIl 01 

Man and hls creative potcntlal wllh1l1 the larger framewOlk 01 (;()d'~ dlville plan. 

Essl'ntially displaymg the abliity 10 live creallvcly Wllhlll a thCOCl'lllnl'. "'plnlual \Irtlclurr 

and perpetuaI staIl' of becoming. The l'ontex! of Ihl: lran'tlorlllatloli 01 Ihe (iokm Icgcmj 

into its modern mamfestatlon i'l, a., weil, cchocli by the fUIlhc:r devclopllll"n! 01 Ihe 

symboi of the Western Wall in alllh impltcalloll'i 

Transformation in Idcology 

In the second half of the nmetecnth century, wIlh the slart of llatlOnall'tlIc <,llrnng" 

among European Jcws, born out of the cpistoJTIologlcal tramformallOn., u.,hcred l/l pmI 

French Revolution, the We.,tern Wall took on a ncw dlmcmlon The proce~., of 

democracy and the cquality of nghlli for ail mankmd, lhat occured at the turn of the 
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cightcenth ccntury would eventually include the emancipation of Jews (Le. given the 

right to citJ7cn~hip) and in Il., wake threaten the relative stability the Jew previously 

pO"lscs"Icd JJ1 'ioclal and pohucalltfc. 

Thc proJcct of democracy ushered in through the Enlightenment opposed the 

thcological and polttlcal c1aims of Christianity and essentially dethroned it. This new 

rationali.,m aimed at nothll1g short of the perfection of humanity through reason. The 

Jcws, prcvlOLJ'ily a panah community wllhin Christianity, could in theory be an equal 

cItizen lIkc cveryonc cbc and many bcgan to accept these ideals. In the process though, 

thclr tnhcrcnt ~tatlls of a 'protcctcd' SOCIal entlty l"Iolated from the body poli tic would be 

Imt forcver Thc Jcw/CIll/cn was able to nse pohtically and soclally within this modern 

hody pOIIlIC of the natlon-stale But toward the cnd of the nineteenth century with the rise 

of 1I1lpcnali"lrn and thc lkclll1e of the nation-state western Jewry essentially lost its 

preferclltlal pmllion wIlhln the naIJon-"Itate. Thelr useless wealth and lack of power 

wIthin a ~tnfe-ndden, powcr-unhalanccd Europe lead (() contempt and anti-semitism. The 

ri~e of Impcnalt'irtl Icad ,l., weil 10 the racism that engulfed the Jews who still retained 

thclr dl.,tIllctlle"s if only formally. but as with the color of one's skin, it was enough to be 

conSldl'red 1 acwlly IIlfenor. 25 

The reclprocal rcsult of this antl-scmitism was Zionism, the movement towards 

self or auto-emanClpatlon and Il IS at thls lime that, in addition to its religious 

slglllficancc, the Western Wall also hecamc a symbol of nationalistic aspirations. Artistic 

leprl'~Cl1tatlon.., 01 the Western Wall hcgl'l to appear on documents acknowledging aid 

and ~ontnhlltlon 10 the Land of l'irael and the Ziol1lst campaign. The Wall provided the 

mm! pownlul .... ymhol for the modern ratIOnal movement of ZlOnism to ground itself 

WIthin a JlI~tlflable tll~toric framcwork, a groundmg that was essential to its daims. Prior 

to thl.·~c natlOl1alt~tlc dcslrc~ the Western Wall had only been a motif on religious objects, 

primanly tho~e of the festIvals, but wllh Zionist inclinations the Western Wall acquired a 

secular Jl.'whh "lgniflcancc. 2b 
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The very real complex of religiou<; and sccular strains imparted to the Western 

Wall have only In rcccnt year,> bccn furthcr infcctcd and confounded by the substantial 

cvent,> In Jcwl,>h and world hlqory: the systcmatlc destruction of European Jewry and the 

,>uh,>cqucnt re,>pon,>c in the creation of the statc of Israel. Israel, born as a twentieth 

ccntury natloll-\tatc, ,>ought 10 ground it'ielf withm an histoncal framework, In rnany 

way'> JlI'>tIl ylllg ll!-.clf theologically. It was scen a'i a rebIrth of a society and Zionism 

cspOlI,>cd a 'Illy th of II1IS'i!On' ln a n:turn to the land of Israel. But up unttll 1967, Zionism 

COIl,>tIIlllcd ollly one choicc among many for Jews throughout the world. On June 9, 1967 

lhe ZIOIlI\1 VI'>ICHl wa,> I.,olldlfled whcn, in the aflennath of the rcmarkable 6-Day War, the 

people of ( ... racl cekhrJted the rcturn to a UlllflCd Jerusalem and the newly liberated 

anClent Wc,>tern Wall of the Temple Mount. This evcnt of a conscIOusly perceived 

restoratlOn anll rellemplloll placcd new significancc on the 'incomprehensible' 

cxtcfllllllaUOI1 of ElIIopean Jcwry, over one tlmd of the world Jewish population. Tt 

bec:lme the Ilolocaul.,t and Ilot ju!-.t one mahusc of humanity amongst many olhers. The 

complete ncgallol1 and 11lhJl~m of a l-IolocHust or Apocalypse could not instinctively be 

put forth WlthOlIl ils corollary of affIrmation in rcdemptlon or the persistance of humanity 

(i e. the p~rCt'pllon of the Jcws Ictllrmng to their ancient holy land and Jerusalem, the seat 

of the T~lllple) Thll~ the lestoratIve/redemptlve !-.ymbol of the hberated Wenern Wall, 

very IlllH.:h a part of the collective comcioll'i throughout the Jcwlsh diaspora, allowed for 

Ihe Illy th of lIolocallst and Redemption to galIl a~ccndanc) This notion of Holocaust and 

Rl.'(kmpl1on plovlded a sdf-evltknt trllth upon whl"') 1111.' fo,"ndations of a modern 

dl'lI1oer,llle ~OCll'ty clIuld he blllit 27 

ln Iim rc-'pl'rt the Idea of Zl()ni~m and the state of Israel ..;an be seen as political 

pcnnutatJoll-; of thl' Illotkrn Golrm legcnd. In faet, Chayim Bloch in his seminal version 

of the (lokm kgl'nd torl'\hadows thls Idea \\ hen recounts the moral underlying his book. 

1 ft' note' Ih.1I hl.' Il'tdl-. the ~toncs of thl' Golem Iegcnd ~o that "future gencrations mlght 

)..mm th.\I (,od dol.'S not dl'sl'rt 1 h~ people, br ad, and that, just when their misery is at its 
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worst, help is at hand."28ln "Psychohlstory OfZIOI1\Sm" Jay GOllen oh~l'rw~ that hl...l' thl' 

Golem, Israel was created as a tlleans of proteetlilg the physl~.I1 ~afl'ty of Ihl' kws 

through the use of phy~lcal power. EWIl II. Ll'IVICk, who l'Ioqul'ntly l'>;pOll~l'''' the Ilot ion 

of the Golem as a false messlah in lm play "The (Jokm: Â Dlamallc PDcm III Fight 

Scenes", is taken by thls modern version ('1 lIolocall,t and .!l'Ilve Il'dcllIptlllll Ll'IVll·1... 

after havlllg cxpenenccd the lIolocamt wnte~ hl" la,1 dl ama. "In the Days 01 Joh" 

(completed ln 1953) and come<; out of a d:llkne~~ of douht mIn li Il'lIlvlgOlatl'd L\lth. 1 k 

saw that after the deluge of blond a rainbow wa, appc:lIlIlg inlhl' heawll' III the lleatIon 

of the statl' of brael 29 But 1111>; new Zlonl~IIC ~1L'~~lah. ", (jolll'Il Il'IIII1HI.., li"', Illll,t hl' 

viewed wlth an ;\lr of SU:-'pICIOI1 111 IIght of ilS rC"L'lllhlance to 11ll' lIIodnn (io!clll \cgclld 

Zionism could destroy that whlch 11 wal1tcd 10 protcct, lt<; vllIOIy rould ,pdl dl'kat alld 

its 'messianic fulfillment' could Illean Ihe L'nd of the kWI:-.h l)t'ople. 10 

The mynad of forces acting in conlllllclloll or oppmltlOll lI(HlIl and wllilln 11H' 

Western Wall have over lime devdoped min W~!:!t Î:-, the cOlllelllporary SlllIalJO!1 or the 

Western WaJ.1 IOday in ail JI~ compkxitles and Inherent allllHgllllll'S lJllqlll''iIIOIll'd 

though in ail this is the reltgiolls, polltlcal and .,oual Importance 01 the Wall liS a :--l.'Il 

evident livmg, interactive phenomenoll Il IS an Imlor!ca( fragment Illllctiolllng III a 

modern society as the locu'i of ]cwl:-.h IJel1llty 

The dlscourse that ha, evolved over Wne ln tlm day hetwœll holh the 

complementary anù c<mllictlng forces aCIl!1g wlthltl tltl' We\lern Wall, III Ill:lny way' 

presents !\ome of the paradoxe:-. cOlllrol1tlllg contciIlporary We,>ll'rrJ cultlllc III (larll'.:ular 

the question of aclion or creation ln a !l:chllo!oglca! ulople 0/ lelllated ,>oclety and the 

possible moral and cthleal grounù lI(lon WhlCh "ul.h action call hl' ba ... ed The III hl"fL' Il 1 

danger of man'.; mùlvlùual creative powcr 1., made readdy manlle\1 III Ihe dialogue that 

ha!\ revolvcd arounù the We.,tern Wall anù the tatnted VI'>IOn., of Ih Inlerlliollailly and 

essence. Contamlllateù by Mc,>,>wnlc proph:,:cle\ (restoratlve and reckmpIIVe), ulopmll 

impulses, nationaltstic and traùltlonal aim ... , a., well a., .,PCCtfIC current l'ven"', a vartety of 
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groups have actlvely sought the rcbl!ilding and rededu:ation of thl.' T~mpk 01 klllsalclll 

The intent is that the Mc!>sianic ela. wllh ail its connotal1ons. cali hl' ha~ten~d through 

man's proscriptive action in fulfllling prophecy .. 1\ As the local1on whl'It.' thl' 11\Il'l.' glcat 

monothcistic rcligions converge and intcrsl'ct a~ no othcl pl,ICC on l'allh. hlll'glllg wllh 

them thelr particular passions and 7t~al, the all'a', dynall1!c lI11portalll'l' cannot hl' 

overstated. 32 Equally the potential danger, Ilot only physlcally bui mOlt' '\0 l'tlllc,tlly and 

morally, cannot be overcmphasi7ed whell pen.,ons are IllOl1valcd hy IcllglOU:-', poliltcill. 

and traditional thernes blurred by modcrn lallonalI~1I1 and Ihe lIto(l1l' idca of plOgll'''~ and 

the anthropoccntric task of hUI11:ll1lly pcrtecting it~e1f. 

The Mcs~ianic idea is inextncably 1 III kcd wlth kWI'ih hl~t()ly ,lIld a~ \lh .... h the 

horizon of RedemptIOn has concl'ntratcd ln Ihelt Ihe histOlical outl()ok 01 ludal\1ll Il IS 

therefore easy to comprehcnd the Mc~sIalllc ()VCrl()Ill:~ th,lt have accoll1palllcd thl" rallOnal 

modern Jewish readincss for irrevocablc action 111 thc cOl1cretc realm whell Il ~l'I out on 

the utopian rcturn to Zion. Born out of the draTllallC cvelll~ of the pa~t Cl'Iltllly and êI hall 

and fully within the modcrn frumework th a! Ir:f()rm~ our Icchl1o!oglcallll.lklllg, tlll<" acllv\.' 

utopian retUf!1 IS bound to hi~tory itsclf and not 10 Illcta-llI:-,tory. Il I~ 1101 Illfolmt:d hy 

hopes but by dceds. The comequcllcc of th i ... venturc 11110 the conClelc f(,:l11II 1Illdl'f 

distorted intentions which have becolllc fully 'iell-evidcnt llIay pl ove to hl' potl'l\lIally 

catastrophic, particularly for Jcwish lw,tory. n 

Thercforc a dlscovcry or awakcning of the Wc\tefll Wall'\ IfUC l'\\t:llce (ex 1 Il- and 

alienation; II1c()mplctel1c~<; and Illlpt:rfecllOll. tranc.,;tÎoll and atcrnporallty, tl)(' perpelual 

state of bccoming) IS imperativc and li Illeun\ of rt:t:ol1c!llIlg 1111<; e<''''l'JlLl~ wllhlll Ils 

modern predicillllcnt. 

Thu\ the question mmt be al..,kcd whcthcr a vlahle ..,ynlhc\I) 1) po\<,ihlc bctween 

apparently antagon i ,tic pnncl pics'! Can they coexl,>t Irl a pOl.dtlve rc~toratl vc rnanncr, one 

infonning the other'! Doe~ a livmg fragment of the pa"t, i mhut.:d hy il vancty of 

conflictmg and complrmentary forcc), have the ahJllly 10 ... peak of c ...... encc.." to 
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commUflIcatc a prc-rcncctivc \ensc of meamng linked to tradition? Can a political icon of 

a modern nation <;tatc embody a trans-hlstorical reality and is it possible to sec within 

the~c <;tonc~ of the Wc\tern Wall not only the incongrueties of a modern situation but a 

syrnhol of the pO'islbIllty of action in the concrcte realm that IS truly affirmative and in 

the proccss provide a \uitable loclI'i of Arch1[ecture in contemporary society? 

Allllltercstmg postscript 10 thc'ic questions and prelude to the following chapter is 

plOvided hy l·ral1l. Kafka and hi" atlltude on ZlOnism and the coming of the Mcssiah. In a 

paradox entlllcd "The COlllll1g of The Mc~siahlt Kafka echoes many of the sentiments 

seen in Ihe Zohanc Interpn;tal!()n~ on the ~uhJcct noted above. In this respect he shows an 

appreClallOIl for the Importance of an Or1hodoxed point of vicw dcspite hiS essentially 

sccular cXI~ldnct' Il IS probahle that prccl!>cly becallse of his situatIOn he dlsplays an 

awarcnc.,s for thi~ vlcwpoint (sec chapler 4). Kafka writcs: 

'1 h~' Ml' ...... lah Will lOUK' a ...... OO(] a, the mml unhndkd Illlhvlduali ... m of fallh bccomcs po~slblc - when ilicrc 

I~ no om' 10 (k~troy IIII~ pO ...... lllIhly and no one 10 !'oufler ilS dc~lructJon ... The MC!\Slah Will come only whcn 

he l~ 110 longer rH..'ll'\\ary, h~ will come only on Ille day artcr hls arrivai; he Will come, not on the lasl day, 

hllion ,hl' Vl'Iy I., .... t \4 

ln hght 01 this vÎt'w it is not surpnsing that he cxhiblts profound reservations concerning 

Zloni'\llI. Thl" wa~ probahly due to hls smplcion that the normalization of the Jews in a 

national ~Iatl' wOlild endangcl exactly that wlllch he regarded as the most valuable Jewish 

ljllality, fOlllld ,,!love aIl among Ea~t EUlOpcan Je .vs: a particlIlar kind of rehgiousness 

and SIlIlI(1laltty, ~()Illethlng that wa~ unreal, hut unrcal for once in Kafka's lexicon, that is 

Illl'ant in a pO\IIIVe sen:-.c \'i Kafla ~hows an adept awareness in relation to these 

qllC~tJOI1S which, a!> wc ~hal1 ~ee, :l1C dlI"cctly mfonncu by hls situation and reflected in 

IIIS literai)' wnd~ But \vhat i-; unknowl1, and left solely to ~pcculation, is whether Kat"ka's 

VIt'\VPOlllt would have hct'n alten'u If he had witnesscd and survived the Holoc.iust. 
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Abraham eventually arnved al Ihe plant localed an an outlyang suburban area He was 

both wary and ln fear of the dream of Ihe nlghl belore he awoke Regardless. he took up hls 

position amongst hls co-workers and assumed hls task Abraham's tardmess, resultmg !rom hls 

situation, wenl 10 hls surpnse largely unnotlced, exceptlng 01 course, to hls own porsonal scrutlny 

But, expecting more of hlmself an relation to the other, Abraham lelt he must correctllllS tlllenallng 

wrong Immedlalely 

Ta restere what was, la reheve hls conSCience, and allevlate thls situation 01 sohtude, 

Abraham rose tlve flighls of stalrs 10 the level of upper managemont and hls InlfTlodl<lle 

supervlsor The air grew heavler and more oppressive wlth each stcp he took, hls body qUlckly 

grew saturated trom hls own Internai flulds The upper lev€1 '.'las crowclcd wlHl men and women 

ail seemangly weanng the same attractive unllorm wlth ever sa sllght vanatlons ln Indlvlduallty, 

none of whom 50 much as Ilinched upon encountenng Abraham and hls now ungalnly stature 

Losing hls orientatIOn amongst thls swarITI, Abraham passlonately pleaded lor recoqnltlon, yelling 

ouI over and over for some sort of directIOn "Vou mustn't cali attention ta yourself", il IHllfarm lold 

him, "then you Will be notlced" conlanued another, "11'5 the only way" a thlrd onu cornplotod 

Abraham went on, penetratlng deeper and deeper mto the dcpths 01 perspcctlval cOrridors, 

narrow wandang wooden stalrcases reveahng lI\tIe of Ihelr destanatlon, and passagewilys Il lied wllh 

others IIke Abraham, waltang Light fillered through hlgh httle skyhghts, deltnmg a vertebrae of 

plaster-covered roof beams Large, lolty, dark roOITIS, lit only by wmdows lookmq out onto an air 

shaft, spotted the ceaseless hallways he navigated and renavlgated Abraham was wllilln the 

bowels of a Golem (perhaps hls own) whlch had Inherently saught 10 destroy Ite; mélker Altenaled, 

helpless, the recesses of the vast, Impervlous labynnth engulfed hlm Obsessed wlth a quest he 

cou Id no longer remember yet he alone could perform, Abraham dnfled If! and out of 

consclousness Stlfling air, ImplOSion, Abraham stumbled mlo a shallered mlrror It reflectod a 

creature he could not name, precanously balanclng on ail fours Abraham collapsed 
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4. 'l'liE LITElV\TUI~E OF FRANZ KAFKA 

A Vision of Rcality 

The Illerary work of Franz Kafka (1883 - t 924) brings to light the horrors of the 

phcl1omenon of action as negation and the rcsuItant implications of thlS phenomenon. In 

lhls respect lm work olras one of the most chilhng indirect cornmentaries on the legend 

of the (,olem li1 li modern ~oclcty. Kafk.a IS In CS'icnce pushing the contemporary notion 

of tIlt' Cio!em Iq.!l'nd to 1I~ ultimate conclusIOn, fir~t wuh the ll1distingUlshability between 

thl' 0IWI aloI and hl, creation, the va!'.t 1I1~iChl11cry of society that Kafka p0rtrays consumes 

ItS IIlhallltanh (Iho'e thal created Il) mto one !'.clf-perpctuatlllg hOll1ogenous whole. And 

thcn flllally Ihe death of the opcrator (humalllty) at the hand of his creation, the 

mlsfmtulle 01 1110-;1 of Kafka'~ plOlagolllst!'.. The Golem, or the society that mankind has 

lTl'aICd, IS ~Cl'n .1\ llJ1 ailcnatIng force belwccn man and hls enviroment or trucr self. It is 

thls peIÙ'IVl'd 1rIl'lllc\.lIable brcach hct\Vccn !'.uhJcct and world, man's ahenallon from his 

l'nVllomCIlt. '0 thl'Illatlc 111 KafJ..a\ \\'orJ.. in ail Il'i ramificatIons, that will provide the 

foClls for thl" dl\LlI"slOn. Ir l'an only be through a cIItll:al awareness and undcrstandmg of 

~ul'h il situation Ih.lt any ctlllcal ground lIpon which 10 act afflflnatlvely l'an be posited, an 
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ethical ground for creation wllldl effectively decol1structs the l'Oll1l1ll'l1tary that Kafka 

himself puts forth In his hterary work. 

Franz Kafka preseIlts us with a di"torllol1. A dl~lortlll11 or 11ll' wodd WlllCh I~ 

needed in order to make vIsIble Ihe malinl's'i ,\111l:h ~(I nltl'n .Ippl'al .... and p,l .... se .... I~ 

normal. But thts di~tortl'd world ..... tll'alet! a~ 1101111:11 tllU .... COIlVl')'lIlg ,111 l'Vl'Il mOIl' 

tortured vicw that madne~s usdl 1"I1't l'Vl'Il nxognl/cd Kafka \ . .Tcall''' ,111 l'\Ill'llllIl'llt,lI 

situation in which modern man IS placcd 'l'hl' '-Itu.ltlon dl"tOlh natllll' and Ihl'Iehy 

distorts the obJect (modcll1 man). Yct the n~'iult IS li clowr apprm.lI11allon to the IIllth and 

a deeper insight lIlto Icality. KafJ."a''i u .... c 01 dl~lortlOIl 1" 110t IIll'ant 10 oh"nlll' h,,, IIlt"ll1ll1g 

but 10 make Il c\carer Thc n~ader l'an cOIIIl'mplall' wllhoul the pll'llIdlll' Iha! wOlllt! 

normally be placed on an undlslorled "lIIWIIOIl. Katk,1 n:n\()Vl''' ll" 110111 11'.11t1)' 111 ollkl to 

gain accc~" to it In a tranncr that ll1akc .... ,mpartIaI 11Idgnllt'1I1 jlu,"lhk t 

The subjcct 111 Kafka\ WOlh. 1" thl'ldOle allcna!ed tWill the wOIIt! III olllL'r Ihal Wl' 

may get to know hUll bettcr. 1'111', alll'n.ttioll or K.tfJ."a\ ~lIhJl'cll"" Vl"Y 1I11:L'h the cOlldlliOIl 

of modern man and hl~ world. It 1 .... an alll'nalioll tllat C'lllpty hahlt and 1I111torlllIly rall .... e 

him 10 be ohllVl0U" to. In thl" ahcllatC'd worlll, natull' bC'lOilll'" "lIatllrl' IIIOlll'" ,1IHI 111.111 I~ 

forced inlo pel tormmg the functioi1 of IllIng .... wllerc man IlIlm,dl ct kLlI vl'l Y I>l'L01I1e~ li 

thing, non-human or 'ilrnply an autolllatoll, ln many way .... l'lllolllJ..~ .... ()JIIl· 01 Iht' 

commentanes on thL' contL'mporary IlllpllcatJ\Hl1., ot (;okll1 lIlaklllg ,lTIl Illlhapler 2 

An astol1lshlng a .... pect of Fran/ Kafka\' wOlk " not 1.,0 !illich thl' dll.,IOItlOIl 01 

things and l'vents or the allcnatlon of mali bul how hl" ch.trac!C'r .... n~aL1 10 thelll a" they 

would to normal situatIOn" wlth 11ltk or JlO L'motIon 'l'hl' dll.,tor\l..:d or grotnqllC' II., tll~atl'd 

as everyday nonnalny. Gregor Sam"a w"kcl., IIp 01lt.: 11I0I!lJIII! a" .t glJ..':lIl!ll hl'l'tlt: III 

Kafka's "The MctamorphO'ill.," and I.,lT nothlllg "'lIrpn"'lllg about h." 1.'1L: ! j" l();H l'Ill" Ill' 

in the mundanc actlvltie\ (lf hl" Ille alld Job .1\ ,\ travellIng l.,ak\lll.tn JIll., tl'fml 1" Ilot 

having lurned into a rL'puhlvL' animaI hut havlIl)! oyer"kpt and TJIII.,\cd lm tr.tl/I Kafka 

writes: 
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And he lookcd ovcr at the alarm c1od ...... hl~·h ..... 1'\ lIdo.mg olllhl' lhl''\l of dr.l .... l·l' "(;nd '\11I1I):hl\ , .. hl' 

thoughl. Il wa.; "lx-ÜlIrty. thl' hUOlJ... .... l·ll·qUll'l:) Illm IIlg hll\\.lrd, Il ..... 1' ,1.lu.lllv p.I\lllIc h.11t 111\111. Il ..... 1' 

already ncar a qU:lrll'r lO ('ould Il hl' ll1.l1 Ùll' .1 Lu III h.ldn'I glllll' olf' 't 1111 ullIld 'l'C tWlIllk "\'\1111.11 Il \\.1\ 

set comxtly lOf tOUf n'L1ock, TIll' (I,·\llr.\ln kIL.1I ' .. h·n o\hll.·\.... 10111.11,.,' II. Ih' I\puld h.I\(· hl 111111\ It~,· 

a madman,. .\ntl hl' hllml'lt ll1dn'l kel "'pl'll.llly tll',h and rl·.ld) 10 IIl.lrl Il .1I01l1ld .\lId t'\l'II Il h\' Illd 

make the tram. hl' l'ould nol aVOId gClllllg 111IUIll Ihl' ho ....... hl·l.IU ...... IIIl' IlIl· ...... Ulgl·1 l'Ily Il.1111'''','11 \\.lIll1lg.11 

the rlve-o'c1ock lram and WOU Id h,I\'(' IOllg ago rl'pOrl,'d Ill ... 111)\ ... howlIIg IIll WII.I\ltlll' \\l'Il' 10 "IV hl' \.1,'.1\ 

sick?2 

The creation Kafka puts forward IS a hyhrid prodl1ct of sanily and lIIsanlly. h(lI11l'lll1l"~ 

and horror. It is a normaJcy of the grotc~quc. 

Kafka achlcves ln thls lilcongr110us emelllhlc a trucr descllpllOIl 01 n:alIly 

although il appcar~ l11ghly nnplall'Ihlc Il I~ a rc.lllly in which Ihl" world or duly and thl' 

private world have lIttle in C0111111011 hut are abIe to Illl'fgt: wllhout cnllllll't Il1to onl' wOlld 

The full impact of thi'i Itlea wouldll't he compktl'Iy kil 1I11tlli aller K.llka .... de.111I whl'Il tlle 

industriahzed ma,,~-murderer and the comforl,thk lalllIly :lIall weIl' ahk III hl' ("Il' alld the 

same individllal lIannah Arendl wnle'i on Adolf EIchmann, Ihe lIIall ~nowl\ tn haVl' hl'l'n 

10 charge of lInpleTllenlll1g the 'hnal So!tIIIO!1' \ tn the prohlelll of thl' kw ... h qIlL·,IHHl, "II 

would have been very comfOltlllg IIHJced to bclieve Ihat EIchmann wa\ a IIlOIl\ll'! The 

trouble with Eichmann was precm~ly that ~o many wcn' 11~l' hll1l and Ih.11 III.IIIY Wt'fl' 

nelther pervertcd nor ..,adl"tlc Ihal lhey wac and "lIl; an', lernhly alld 1l'lIl1yulgly 

nonnal."4 Hans Frank who adlllll1l\1cred the hnal Solution wa" an aVld COllnOI.,"ClH 01 

Mozart and Bach, whde Eichmann 11ITll,>elf had cldllllCd Ihat he had alway., oh\crved 

Kant's categoncal ImperatIve Arendt goe,> on to declan.~ thal Eichmann, "wh() 1'> III :!{ tllal 

fact 'hosti~ genen.., humam' wa., unahlc 10 dl "cern hl'> wrong dOHlg 1 rolll the moral 

standards of norrnahty."S The IWO had rncrgcd ea\Ily wll!J1I1 thc rcalrn 01 lo}!1C.... and 

reason. 
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But Kafka's irnage~ go bcyond the mere rcpre"ientation of reality. Many of his 

Irnagc~ arc conccived of a~ bcing douhly rcmovcd frorn rcality. They are images of 

lIT1age\. Thc dlfkrcnt dcgrcc~ 01 rcality arc nllxcd and the re~ultIng confusion IS 

potcnually hornfymg The rcal and unrcaJ are (()nlu~ed to the pOInt that neuher is 

dl~ccrlllhic K:.fka doc,> tlm hy pall1ll11g lm lI11age of an Image wlth ~crupul()us regard for 

dClail \ueh lhal a \lfllultanCOu\ ,>cn~c of unrcality and prCCI~IOJ1I~ felt Thcre lS a shock of 

b~lng cxpo,>cd 10 ,>oll1cthlng mon: rcal than rt'prc\entatlon Kafka's COllccrn is to 

undcrrnmc the appan:ntly flrll1 ~trllllllrc of lhmc thlllgs wc unthmklTlgly accept as real or 

unrcai Thl\ rCVl\lOI1 dC1l1anl}.., that Wl' karn tD ,>ce lhlng\ ancw and to tlm end Kafka ha~ 

dl:vI\cd il ncw ll'chnHllIl' of I1lcrary VI\IOn 6 Â VI\IOn whlch CXPO\CS reality to its bare 

l'~"'l'nCl', 1I11l:IlClIlllhl:n:d hy Ihe baggage whlch cloud ... insight and access. 

Aliel1Htiun as Endemie 

The alIcllatlon dbplaycd in Kafka's work wa~ not jU'it an intuitive sense on the 

wndllion of man hut very Illuch part of Kafka'", own hved experIence.lIe was by destiny 

and nature an alIcn a .... ,\ kw, a" a non-pr,\Cllcmg kw and a", a Jew Ilot quite among the 

hourgl'Ol'i We"'l Eliropean Jcw~ (!rom wholll hl' dc~œnded and whmc cultural ethos was 

lor hllll il fal"c mode of c,(l~tenl'e) l10r al1long the E:.~l European Jews who really dld lIve 

aloi li nation wllh 111111)' and Intl'g.nly, hut nOllctheles .... as a nation unto themselves. Houston 

Chill11herlalll, ,\ ~tallnch (;cnnan patnot and historian identlflcs III hls "The Foundation of 

the- NlIlctl'l'llth Cl'Iltury" pl1bh~hcd 111 1 ~()9, the mI1clccnth ccntury as the "Jcwish Age" 

and the kw ... a~ an ,Illen people. Ile wnte ... that: 

1111" .tlll'n I1l'OPh: h,l\ hl.'l onK' pn.'ll ... dy IIllhe lour,e ni the Illllclccnlh ccnlury dl~prop()rtJonatcly Important 

mul III 111,\11) "ptll'Il" .lllll.llIy l!oll1mJIIl lOll'\tltuants ùr our hIc .. The lndo-Europcan moved by Ideal 

1111111\l'\,IlPl'IICd Ihl' g,IIl" 11\ Inl'nd\tllp 1 hl' Je\\- fll,hl'd \Il hk.c an cnemy, ~t()nncd ail PO"lllons and plantcd 



• 

• 

the flag of hl", to U~, allcn nature - 1 Wlii nnt 'ayon thl' rUIIl". hut 1111 thl' hrl'adl "~I Il\lf ).:l'lHlIlll' 

mdlVlduahty'? 

Chambcrlatn continUt:·s with a warnll1g of .1 "kWl~h con'\plracy" throllgh punI)' \lI lOin.' hl 

overrun ElIr()pe. \lis view of Je\\':-. ", an inkctloll wtlh th~' only l'll''lhk L'UR' 1ll'lIlg a ri'l' 

in the Tcutonic racc.;; (the other perl'l'Ivl'd ILlcl.llly l'on'~J()lI~ group to an~l' tllll11 tlH.' 

collap'\c of the Grcco- Roman nvtlll,ltlon) \\Oltld of c()ur~e t\l1d a wl'II pll'pan'd IlIcht-' ln 

Hitler's world vlew and the Thlro RIl~Lh, 

Katla's Inherent alicnatioll a, a Jew l'Inti., an Intele'tlllg and rckvant e\.pll'~~lon III 

Jean-FrancOl~ Lyotard'" gcncflc notion of the aIil.'ll or forgottl'II 111 Ill., Il.,e or thl' term, 

"the jews" ("f kltlcgger and "the .Il'W'''''), l'hl' kw IHI'hl'd 10 the Ide.1 01 "thl IL'W~" would 

bc a notion that Il1fonn'i Kan."I'~ \\lltlllg" ,lllti gtve .... 1111'. hroadl'I rl..'kVillllt' .lIld power \ul 

impact Lyotaro's Il''C of Ihe Icrm "the jl'W\" dl'llve, lIom a .... IWL'lltc lï tllcalundcl,lilndlllg 

ofthlS idca. 1 le wntc'i: 

1 use the lowcr ca...,c 10 IIldlcatc thal 1 am Ilot II1Inklllg 01 a n.11101I 1 makc Il phll,ll to \Igll'Iy 111,11111\ I!l'II/II'I 

a figure nor a polItllal (Z.onl\rn), rcllgHlll\ (JUd,II\1I1), or ptlilll\opl\l(. al ()cwl"h plllimophy) \lIhll'lI tll.tl 1 

put forward undcr thl\ n.II11C lu\L' quol.illllll 111.11",10 av( lld ulIilll .... IIlI', Ilw\(' .. J"w," WIll! lhl' Il',JI I~'w\ 

What IS mo\t rcal ahoul r,,',11 kw" .\ lliat J'.\lfO)lL', III ,illY (.1'l', do,'" 1101 1<.1I0W 1'.11.11 III do Will! 1111'111 

Chn~tlam dcmand thrlr COnVl'r~I()I1; llIoll,lnh\ l'xpclthl'll1; rl'Jluhll(" ,I\\IIlIIt.IJc ,IIl'llI, N,I/I\ nll'fIIlHI.llc 

them. "ThcJcw<,;" arr thc OO/l'lI ni a <11..,1111\\,11 Will! wlmh h'w\, III parlH 1I1.lr, .lIl' .. 'IIllled III Il'.thty 

They are Ihat pOpUIJlIOn 0/ \0111\ tCl Whilli Kalk .. ', Wrlllll!~"', lor l'X,lIuple, h.lv! )' IWII '.Iwill" ollly III hefl!'1 

expo<;;c them to ÙIClfCOlllhuOII a, ho"t.lgc\ X 

Kafka givc'l expn:ss)(m tn thi .... fundalllcntai and comtIllIlIve (/loll)plaœ of "the Jl'w",," al 

the sarnc time wtthlJ1, on the margl\l~ ("', and rltdically l;xcllHkd t rom We"tern Ihought 

He disc!oscs that "the JCws" are thc dcht Wc~lcrn thollght rarcly acknowledgc\ and can 

never rcpay. He brmg.., to the fore the cthlcal d~mand a"..,cH .. lated wllh the rlall1~ "the 

jews", brought to Iight by thclr rcpcatcd dl"ml~\al and allcnallon () 
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Kafka was a~ well a Gcrman- ... pcaklng Czcch, not quite at home among the 

Cl.cch" nor a~ a Cicrman-<.,pcakmg Jcw at home wlth the Bohl.!mIan Gennan~, As a writer 

he wa\ apart from hh ln "manœ offlœ LOlkagucs and pCNHl~ lly, he re~lgncd him~elf to 

hccorning a permanent hachl'lor ùnpilc thl.! potenlI..tl lm ... of a ~:::n ... e cJf 'iecunty and its 

<.:omequcllcC\ that he Wd" f ully awan: 01 But m()~t lm portanlly Kafka wa., an ahen within 

lm own la11l1ly Â lallllly donllnat\:d hy hl ... ovnheanng, hm1l1c.,..,man falher, whose 

<.pprob.lIJol1 !T,Hl / Ulntlll ually 'lIug!!kd to Win, A famlly, amongs! whom hc hved a Iife 

01 c,tra IlgClIll'll1 , for n yt.".!f', 1f1 il 1rcoing <o,ol1tudc he cali cd 'Rm,ian', He actually writes 

JII a Iclter tlwllIl hl, LlIlllly he l' more e<;tIangcd than ..1 ,,(ranger 

'l'hl' Vl'ry proul of Iklllg v ... hlch Ik ... carte, pUh forwarù lJ1 hls <.;ecol1d meditation. 

"1 illll, 1 CXI~t, 1-. necc'''.lnly truc cWly tlrnc that 1 prollounce II or conccive it in my 

J1lllld," \0 wlllch would lonll part 01 the ,ccd for the modern condlllon. cea'iC'i to he valid 

III Kafka 01 hi, W()[~ Il h,l'" 111 lact hrel1 lIlvertL'd to the extent that "the ... elt" 1 ... now final 

l'mol 01 Ollt''''' OWI1 non L· ... I\tl·lllT t 111 li ,en ... e decrymg the fate of l11odemlly), Thl.., bClIlg 

thal "the ~,ell" Kafka dl"C()"l'l" 1\ .ln "alll:n" \ell, a Qr.tr1ger with no rai~on d'être in this 

world and thl'Il'f. Hr no hein)! What K,lIla Je~cnbe<.; Î'i not "0 much what is, a world to 

whiL'h thl' Indlvldual hdong', but the ,tatl' of Ilot-bclonglllg or of Ilot bClIlg, His central 

d1arartt'r K l'IlI ... t 'lii flL'lcntly lJ1 the world to rcallle how deeply he 1<.; excluded from it. 

The rOl/llll(ll1pI.H .. C tl'J11por,t1 \1,'01 Id has hecome mfll11le1y n:JT1otc, Inacce!.~ihlc and 

llIyStl'rJOll\ Kafka glve~ the eXpl'rtellCc of alIcnatiol1, througl, the undcrminlJ1g of 

Ikscartn' IllllXlrll. Ih mu ... t powerllli formulatlon, an IIllen<.;uy WhlCh would almost 

~\Iggl'~t H'lIgHlll-" VI',IOI1 1 1 Kalla'" "'Ituatlon IS only exaccrhatcd through technology and 

It~ ahillty 10 lIlake man un~nO\"ahk. l'vell to hllmelf. 12 The po(cntlal horror of Golem 

llla~lIlg and Il!\ Implication of man\ alil'nauoll t'rom the world and subsequently from 

hllmdf (dl~l'tl' .. -..~d ln ch.\pter 2) come to fruiuon in Kafka's work and consequently 

hl'Y!lIld .. 
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The inherent separatencss Gf the ~haractl'rs' hem)! IS contll111ally plagut'li hy il 

sense of guil!. A gutit th.ll "IS ne ver ln he douhted" ,llll! WhlCh Inrm" "the gUHltng 

pnnciple" that flIk~ the Icgal ... y\tclll l\l Wllldl Jlldgc ,md t'\l'ClltlOl1l'f ,Ill' 'HW .\Ild Ilh.' ' .. \llll' 

person. Kafka ~ugge~h il ùoctnne of ollglll.lI ~11l. {lII\lllVl'I~.t1 gutll, .Ilthough a do,- lIUll' III 

which the major component. (joli, 1 .... 'CI)' llllll.:h III dOllbt ()lIglIl.i1..,1Il V.lthPIII ,\ ~~od 10 

sin agam~t. Thclr .... 011\1. ca ..... 11110.111 lI1 .... l'Ilbl'd 1110ld III whll'h IhL' "lllhr 1 .... 110 lOllgl'l kit 10 

exist. It l~ a ncgatl\, c, Illr\Cap,lblc "'lTIl.ltlO \ ... hol' ,111 .md gutll THO!l' \llll'Il th.1Il nol .Ippea! 

to lie not in any kmd 01 dOlr1g. huI ~llllply III hl'lllg. belllg a \l'par.IIl' IlldlVldu.1l 1 \ 

Kafla's altl:n.llcd cen .. al ch.lracll·I\. 1l0Ill·lhl'k ......... llll'Illpl 10 )',.111' .lllC\" tll Ihl .... 

world, Thclrclforh ,Ill' of L'OUl'l' dl''-llllnlill Lili IlllhL' l.l'l' of" III K.llk.l\ "'1 hl' '111al" 

this fmlure kali ... :0 dc.llh Kaf]..a\ hl'! 0 l'annot pl'lll'tl.ltt' 111I~ wOlld lm hl' dm', nol Ill'Iong 

there, The more he tn~~ 10 gaIn acee ...... to Il thl' (kqlL'r lm ncImloll 1" kil alld l'\O\('1 hl' 

cornes 10 hl"i dealh or llltlin:Ue IOl1J1 of CXclU"lOIl Ile \t.\JHh Ollt .l'.I1l .lh"oluIl' 11011 t'lll1ly 

He is m e~trangcd from rc.tiity Ih.II he 1.., III Ihe IUlpck..,..,ly ".tlkllt' l)(hltlOll 01 hl'lll)', li 

hero without il world, The congnll'T1L'l' of ~l1hll'\:t ilnd wolld do noll'XI\I Irl 1 hl' t''(pt'IIL'nce 

ofK. 

If a man IS altenatcd and doc .... nOI know wlu,:rc he helong" he l"i Il lia hic to I..1l0W to 

whom he is bound ln dllly or equally wherc hl" l!ltt:rc ..... Ile\ 'l'hl'> wlllllll'vilahly dl'Vl'Iop 

into a moral paniC, Fllrthcrmoit, If a man doc, not know who ht 1" ll!or,IIly ohllgcd to 

help then he WIll not know uron \vhOI11 hl" Gill Il:ly '1'111\ ell'-lIlll)! !llor.1I (\Iklllllla 1'0 

circuitous and can ht ,Ull1lllanleO a .... follow'-. KaILI' .... hcrot:'> .IlL: vlctllll .... 01 ail 1'1I11l'IIlIL 

allenation or a kind of ongll1al ..,111 The paradl~t: lrom WlllCh thL:Y have laill'Il and hL:w 

banished wa~ In theu ca ... e tht world Man"" excluw)Jl frolll the world (or eqllally !tO!l1 a 

particular social or ethnIe grollP) appllc\ 10 c,paœ and !11!l(: ". he prot.I~'()lllq t ea,c\ ln 

share the wOlld of othcr ptopk and thelr dt:..,l1ny. A.., a rC\lJ!t 01 hl'> ,ltllatlOll thl' 

indlvidual lo,c\ .... Ight of wh~r~ hl'> ohllgatlom Ile Thl'> Ignorance !!IVC'> m(~ to il !lad 

comcience ~uch th at he fccI" ht ha" no rtghl~, If he ha", no nght'> he 1.., contJlllwll y 111 the 
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wrong WIth no moral or cthlcal ~tructure upon whlch to ha"c pOliltJve affirmative action. 

Be mg ln th." "ltuatlOn Intcn"lflc" hl" moral angui"h and 'Iub"cquently place" hlm further 

out"lue the world Ile 1<, alIcnatcd and cOllln j 1I1! ClrcIe In thl" VICIOUIi cycle of moral 

torture. Kaf1<a\ prolagonl<,t "tTh Il()t IIhcratlon l'rom, but cntry mtn the ~ecunty of the 

worlJ 14 K and clJually Kafka "trm: for il "l'n<,c of Belollg.ng 

Thl" Illoral theology for K,lIka provldc" the foundauon for two e<; ... enl1al and 

rclated thCllll· ... III hl" work. "hc phenollll:non of tlJ,ll:- rar;JY\I'" ;lnd the IIlverliion of cause 

and ctll'lI wlllch Lan OLlur lI\ li rl'\lllt of It KafKa, partlclIlarly ln ''The Tnal," under:-.tood 

how 1111\ hl/.lfIl' InVl'r\!OIl of CllI\l' alld efkct, CrIme and PUJ1l ... hlllcnt, could bccomc 

po\",hk, 1 le taI..e\ the notloll of IllqorlLal ICl.lIiVI\1l1 III whlch cvelll<, 111 11I',tory are 

he/llll'lIl'lItlLally llI-.conlll'cted alld applll:'" tlll" Iclatlvl\lIC logic to the under"tandmg of 

the 1ll0llll'ntary and the IIllIllCdl,ltl' The tradilionai concepts of development and 

progn;,\I01l, Wllll h dl'rIved pallH:lllarly l'Will the comhlJled effcct of Judrn-ChnstIan 

l· ... chatology III 1 xcd W 1111 the Idc:! h 01 1 he hl' ne Il Hl'vollltIOn, ail U wlllch a 'i~lgn to the 

aL'tlon and ll'\pOIl\l' .( IO).!IL<lI, r,ltlOllal. \cqul'Illiai ordCI, 110 longcr ,lpply 10 }mtory nor 10 

Ihe :-.tory (lf our own livl'\ Throurh Ihl" rclatl VI'" , hl\lOrIography, the heroe..,' IIfe in 

K,lfka\ IJall.lllVl' hClOI1lC'i the dl\lollltl'd configuration of mèamnglc\\ ntual", and futile 

rcpetlllllll of Ihc alll'n 1'1 WhL'll' thert' 1\ only repetitIon thrrr IS no progrc'i\lol1 in tlme. 

Thu" tnlle 1\ fIo/cn ,1Ild tlll' \ltuatlOl1'l 111 Kafk.a\; nOvcls, after the minaI position 151 put 

lorw,ml, ail' fIO/l'1l 11II,lge' III L1CI, Ihl' el1dll1g ... If they eXI~1 al ail, appcar to be placed at a 

fortllltoll:-' 1'01111 III the nowl Allel the 1I1111al aet the Il()vc\ ~Cl'm~ to move In a eircle such 

that aIl actloll 1'> pl.'rcl'I\l'd lI\ flltlle ,\I1d Ilcgallve, The nove! appear" 10 be a series of 

ft ,Igllll'Ilh Kafka\ hl'IO, L'ondemllcd to ,1 bre of repeateJ fallure" IS Impnsoned. But this 

1" a ncga!lH.' pl 1"'(111 :-.uch 11l,1t K III "The Tnal" does not l'cel "~hut 111" but "~hut OUL" The 

Chat,lL'tl'l~ p\1lpO\C 1 ... not tll l',C,II.. ouL hut 10 bn .. 'ak 1Jl, mto the world. 1() 

Kafk.,I .... lllldcl :-.talldll1g ot the nature of human actlvlly In relatlvlst Ume leads to a 

par,lIysI' of tnlle that IS ~o compkte that he l'an, wlth an appearance of perfeet 
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naturalness. n~\'cr~e the sequence of l"luse .mo effect "The l'liai" \.'Ol1l1111'I1Cl':-'. "SOllll'OIll' 

must have been telhng lies ab,)ut Jo\eph K . for wuhant havlIlg dont' ,lIlytlllng wwng hl' 

wali arrested one l'Ille tnor!llng "17 K l' an:u,ed of a cnml' \dlll'l\ l' Ill'WI Mlh\t.\I\tl.ltcd 

let alone reve.lieo. hut K 1:-' nOI1l'tltdl'\:-' dl<l\\n Illtll gutll (.llld the ,1l'l'llIllP,lllYll1g 

alienatlon wlth 1\1. mor,1l lhkl111l1a dl',cnbl'd abovl') l\. l, Ilot ,tlhl\\l'd tll !...llOW tlll' 

content of the charge and 1" thcrclore" cOl1lkmncd llnt oilly 11\ IIlIHKl'llll' hllt ,11'0 111 

negotiate hi ... life ln this realm rc\ult" lJ1 lm cxccutlon The CIIIlIl' (r.IU,r)1\ pl.lù'd ,\lll'i 

the punishmcnt (effcct) and our 'l'n,"' of IIllle 1:- l'ol11pktcly \ldh't'llcd ;\ PllIlI\hllll'l\l 

which precede, gllIit 1:-' aho t,lkell a, c\ Idl'llCl' of glui\, npll','lIIg thl' IHlilon th,ll 1 

wouldn't be pUIII<.,hed If 1 W,\<.,Il'1 glldty III "'l'hl' l'Il Il'' K :Itl'I.dly \l't... (lllt ,dtCI thl\ ~lItlt 

He is ln pUl"Ult of hi" OWIl a,,-;ul1lcd. though UIl\Ub'ldllll,l!cd guJlI I,WIl IhlHlrh 1\. II., 

releascd by the ofllcla»..; condUCIIIl)! Ihe 0Pl't1I1l)! l'X;\IlII1I,ItIOIl hl' aLllvcly Plll\lIl'" Ibelll 

Kafl...a's alll'I1:I(\ol1 and \1'0. 1L"ttltalll 11I1Il' dl'>OIIL'llt,1I101l .IIHIIIIVl'I"II111 (If 1 :lll'l' and 

effeet is cehoed and extrapo!atl'd 111 thL' WOlk (lf hl\ CO!l\l'l!lpOl,lry BI \1110 Srh\lll Sl hll!/, 

particularly 111 lm "Treall<.,c on Ta Il (\r., , DlIlllllllt'\, Of '1 hl' Second Book of (il'Ill'\i,>" (tl 

fragment of "The Street ot CroLOdlk-;") cxpn~ ...... e ... the loro!lary of Kafka\ wur k III hl" 

paralysls of afflTllat\Ve action or creaflon K,tfka\ alll:natlofl and tll'tlOIl .1\ "l'1!,aIIOn 1" 

translatcd mto Schulz'" ~pintllal and phY<"lca! par,dY\I" 1Illllhltlllg CH'.I11Vlty Althollgh wc 

see Brul10 Schul7 .... "father" a"plIlI1g to, and advocatl fig thl.: great hl'lghl'i of creallve 

ascendcney, power and frccdolll, lm word" mu,t he quallf lell hy the context a, weil tlH' 

mode of complctloT1 of hl) monologue Schult'o.; "!:tther" commence,> 

'Wc have lIvet! for Loo lung undcr the terror of the /lIatchlc.:'ù pcrfedHHI of the IkmllJfl'(" my 1.IIIII'f \.lId 

'For too long the perfection of hl'> crealloll hd\ (lJfaly/ed OU[ own (fcaIIVl' lfl\tmLl Wc dOIl't WI\II lu 

compctc wlth hlm We h..! ve Ihl amhltlOIl to cmul,llc hlili Wc WI\h tn he Ln'dlof\ III OUf lowl'f '>plln(', wc 

want to havc the pnvIlcgc of LfeaLJOP, wc wallt creative <lC'ilghh, we wallt - 1II ()Ile wonl- /)(,lIlIuryy ,fi) 
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Ttm long mg for demlUrglc creative power 1"1 qUickly qualified when he notes that he is 

not conccrncd WIth long tcrrn creation" or long term beIllg", nor i., he concerned with 

durabllIty or .,olldIty of workman\hlp Thc,>e creation ... ' "role,> wIll bc ~hort, conCISC, thcir 

character ... - wIlhout a h;,ckground SOll1etIlTlc,>, for onc gC"Iture for one word alone, wc 

,>hall fTl •• ke the effort to hnng them to 11ft; "20 The bulk of thl"l IImaed, secondary creative 

encrgy 1'> conu.:ntrated 011 the Illode,,! The "falher" conc1ude,> hi ... monologue "wc wish to 

cn"ate Illall a "'l'wlld umc - 111 the ... hape and 'Iemblancc of a tailor's dummy "21 Schulz's 

defllllle llIdlrect Icklt:I1Cl' 10 the (IOlclll kgend provl(k~ an ene foreshadow to the manner 

III wl1lch the tcllmg 01 tlll'> 11l0110!og1W h LOlllplctcd (It "houlll be rcrnernhclcd that bOlh 

Kafka, III l'rague, and SdlUl/ III !>wt'ohych, Poland, wcrc wntIng at the time that the 

Iegend of Ihe (iokm of Prdgue elllcrged and Iloumhed for wldcr audiences. No doubt 

thcy kllcw of the vaTlou" Tlllllinallon" on the 'iubJect and wcrc In some manner 

llItlllcnccd) 

lJpon the utterancc of the word "dummy" Schulz wntes that a minor insignificant 

IIlcldcnt occurred huI thcn goc'\ on 10 cxplain il in grcat detai!. 

l'Ill' IfllHknl, (Olllpklcly 1I00hl'fl~IUll and IllLOlllprehell\ahle III Lhc sequencc of evenl<;, could probably bc 

l'Xpl,lIllcd ,1\ Vl',>llghll aUIOIll,III\IlI, wllhouL l:IU\C and cffcCl, ,,\ an Instance of the maltee of mammatc 

1I11Jt'lI'> lIan\krrcd 11110 llll.' rt'gHlIl 01 \hYlhology We advN: the Tcader 10 lrcat It as lightly as wc arc 
'l"l 

dOIll).; -. 

The IIlCH.!ent, UpOIl Sch111i~ "fathd' pronouncl11g the word "dummy", was that he started 

to l'Ough nnvou,,1 y hl'\.:oll1l11g rcd 111 lm l'.tcc. II IS trelllcndoliS ex prcssiveness stilled and 

Ill' too\.. on an all 01 hUIl111lty "Ile - Ihe ml,pm~d lIercsiarch, Just emergmg from the 

cloud ... 01 l'\.I1t.IIHHl - ~llddl'nly coll.lp'lcd and foldcd up. Or pcrhaps he had been 

C\changt'd for anolhcr man') .. My falher rose slowly, stIll looking down, took a step 

forward li\..c.lIt autom<lton, and fcll to lm \..nccs.<:!3 
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Schulz's protagol1lst 1 ... (()f1suml'd by lm. modl'~t potcllual ae,lll\'l' ,Illlilly to tlll' 

point of paraly~is or inaction. \VnttCIl \VIth ,lilq~('nl',ll OVl'rtOrll'o,; of tIlt' '01 1~1t1.1i "Ill'. tlll' 

Schùlzian modl'rrt man tS afraid of bUlh the lIlhell'lll theologll'.1i ,lIld IlI111HI.II1l' 

implicatIon ... of hi~ creallV~' power" B.lrdy C,IP,lhk 01 cOlllcl1lplal1llg tlll' (i(lklll kl ,donc 

acting toward ... It Thc medlcval ma\tl'r\ \\llh1l1 tht'Ir \l:l'lIll'd cO\Il11 l lugll.d qltll'lul\' \\-l'Il' 

able to stnvc towan.! anli acllll've allll'> IILIt ,Ill' hl'yond Ihe 1111 hkrn 1 LIIlll' 01 Illllld 1l1t,'11 

intention wa" an cxpcricncc th,1t WCIlI hl')'olld thc WIIIll'\"lllg 01 ,1 ullIqu\' Iltl',ltt ILII 

gesturc to the atta1l11llcnt of "p11llual rnl'Lltloll Sehul/ ,lIld l'qU,Illy K.III...1 dl\pl.ly il 

general "l'nument Ihal avenuc\ rl'g.mltng Cll':tllvlty oncL' ope Il .lIl' no longcI .H l l",\lhk lu 

man. The IIlhcrclll inlllhltloll" 01 ,\lIIOIl or L'lcallvL' 1II}!,l'\ ail' p.1I1 01 111I ... 10\'" 01 tllIl'l'tlon 

and di"onelllalIO!1 WllICh char.ILll'II/c'" 1ll0dCIIl figulT\ ilnd VICl' Vl'I ... a .),\ 

Schull:"> "father's" VIVld tIl'pltl,ltlOIl ulIlttnuc., the tlCXI CVl'/lIng whcll 11l' 1l"'llllll''i 

his monologue on IllIS "dalk and compln ... uhwct" /\ Ill'wly CXPIl'''''l'd awalCIlCS\ antl 

cauliou<;ness (pn,:vlou'ily only pt'ICL'IVL'd ,1\ hClI1g IlllpItLII) \ ... IlOW "'l't'Il h:ar, rc~pcct and 

possibly ~clf~pJty arc 1'I1tW\l1cd III Ihl' tOfJlH'lltl'd 'Won]., 01 1111'. falilcr 

'Flgurc~ In a waxwork IlIU\C U Ill,' llè "l'gan, 'nell I,ur-ground p.lrodIC ... 01 dUlllllllt'\. 11111\1 1101 Ill' tn'alcd 

hghtly Mailer !lever JJ1akc~ JoJ....e\, Il 1\ alway" fuif (Jf the Ir,lgI( ,Illy ,nH)!I\ Who d.lf(, .... 10 Ihlll~ Ihal yOlll.l1l 

play wilh maller, Ùlal you l'an ... hape IL for a JOJ...c, IhaLlht' 10J...l' WIll 1101 h .. ' bulll III, WIll 1101 l'.ll 11110 III Il Ilkc 

falC, Iikc dC~Lllly" Can yOIl Imagulc Lhe palll, Ihl' dull IlIlpn\OIICd \uffmng ,2') 

ln the Shadow of Auschwitz 

The slgmflcance of the paraIY'iI" of urne and ~uh\e4uent Illver\\O!l of t:11\\t: allcl 

effect 111 the world of K<lfka'<; altcn (modern man) come.., clown tel K,tfka\ OWIl nalllrt: of 

experience and hrli ahtlIty to <tCCl'pt the vcrdlLl of \oclety wIll( h he pallll<. /\ \OLlt.:ty 

steeped in a ..,eme of helpk..,.,ne',.." cxpmcd a\ ln "1 he Tnal" to an oVl:rwhl'llIItng "antl 

natural power of dcad human lahour \tored up ln our machmcry an al\cnaled powcr 
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whlch turnli hack agaln ... t u ... ln unrecognlzable ~hape, and paralyzes ail projects of 

collective a ... weil a ... lndivldual praxi" <Yi A ~oclety vOId of tramcendencc A society for 

Jean Amery, a <.;urvlvor of Au ... chwltl and a phtl<hOphc r , whlch become~ cry ... tahzed one 

wHltcr everllng al AlJ\l.hwll/, whde he wa ... Nalkmg back 10 the camp A wavmg flag 

prornpled hllll ln nll'chanlcally utter, "The wall" ~tand ~pecchk"" and cold, the flags clank 

ln Ihe wmd "27 1 le then rq)catcd the 'oum,,:! ..,omewhat louuer, It..,tcning to the word's 

.... ollnd, trylllg 10 track the rhythm, and cxpcLlcd t: Jt the c!l1otinnal and mental re<;ponse, 

Ihat lor ycar\ Ihl\ lIoldcrlIn pOCIll haJ awal--cllcJ III hllT!, would clllcrge. But nothing 

Itappl'Jll'd '1 hl' pOL'lll IlO Inll~n Ir.lll'>lcllded rcallty Thele Il wa.., .mu ail that remamed 

W.l'" the ohll'l tlVC "t.ltclllel1t \ulh .Illd ,>uch, and the Kapo roar ... ' and thc walery <;oup, and 

the lIag ... that aIl' cl.llll--lTlg III thl' Wll1d Amcly'<.; attcmpt'i to ovefcomc thl" void were 

flultlelili At Au"chwili nClthcf thl' hdlcwd fl'alIly of the world of the mtnd nor 

tntelleclual dl"cour..,c hat! any ,>oclal rdevance or value 

Elle Wll'"el. anothl'f ~urvlvm or the dl'ath C.1Il1pli and perhaps ilS mosl intcllectual 

and pa\IiIOllatl' <.;cnbc, pu ... hc\ Âmcry .... Iml cultural tran"ccndence to Its extreme 

conclmlOn. Wlc ... cl wOllld wntc that lhe lIolocaulit ha" made LIS unintellJglble to 

oUfl;l'lw.." IWCall~l', "Al Au-;chWJl/, IlO! only man dlcd hut :l1~o the Idea ofman. To live in 

a world where Ihere IS l10thlng anyll101l' ... Il was Il', own heart the world IIlclneratcd at 

Au,>chwltl AI Âmchwil7 the hore of lIlan was cxtinglll~hed."2H It was Man's collective 

~IIlCld(' 'l'hl' camp'> were dC~lgllcd III \uch a way that thclr tcl'tonÏcs and thelr ntes would 

dClitroy plIIl'0..,dlllly the II1l1laIC'>' ... en\c of meamllg and dm::clion It wall the "Shoa" 

(:lnl11hllatloll) nt the "'plflt .llld thl' CXICflllllLlIlon of the hody. Geolge Stell1cr echoes thls 

<';l'Iltlllll'Ilt III "In Bluclw;lId' ... Ca\tk' Thc tlcath of tlle Jews allowcd III a perverse way for 

the n.tfCIIll' 1\il1l1 of r.lIlonallntl'lllglhtllty 10 be rc.lehed and the IneVItable subsequent 

sclt·dt'~trllct\On of fl'ason The JC\\.~ werc ;\I; ... oclated, as Ihe 'chosen people', with the 

Idcall; and VI~I()n of God But despllc modern raltonahsm thcsc goals slmply couldn't he 

Tl'Il'l'tet! slIlœ ,\oClely .ll'knllwlcdgcd III ~ome ~cm.c thclr necccssary value. The Jews thus 
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became in a way the bad conscience of Western hlstory. Katl...l (lnCC s.lId th.\I 10 'tnkt' 

down a Jew wa" to "tnkc dm." n man/m.lnkltld And III thl~ manne r tlll' Ilolnrau,t dl'ptrlo; 

to a large measure '11ankllld'" se1f-m li t tl.IIlOIl or the SlIll'l(k of h 1llll.lll1 t Y 111l' {ierm:ln-. 

attempted to l'radiCale (Jod hy klil1l1g tho,c who "lIl\ctltrd" (;(ld .'1) It " 1l11'I.lphlll 1\.'.llh 

the sacrifice ofGod .\I1d the re~ultant ~.lCntïcc of l\1an Ih.11 .Ill' IOlnt'l'1\ III Ihl' w.\lllIng 01 

Golem making. 

Jean Al11cry curiou~ly enough holt!" onto a project of cnhghlClll1ll'1l1 hlll onc 

which is tempercd by hls expcricnce 1 le writes of an cnllghtcnnll'l1l, not fl"tnctl'd hy 

methodology, WhlCh cmhraccs 

more than JU\llogll.11 deduCtlon and l'lllplrll .. l1 Vl'r1IIL:lIIOI1, hui ralha,lll'yond Ihl'\l' Iwo, Ihl' wllI.\Iltilhe 

ablllty to 'IK'lulate phcnoml'Ilologlcally, 10 l'IllIJ.\lhlll" lo appro.ldl 1 Ill' 11I11It... of re,l..,on Only when Wl' 

fuHl1I the I ... w 01 rnltghll'IlITll'llt and allhl' "',IIlIl' 11111(' tr.\Il"LlIlllll do wc Il'.ll Il IlIll'Ih 11I.IIIl'.IIt\l\ III wllll Il 

'ratio' c!oc-; l10llcad 10 \hallow rdIIOIl,lh"[l\ l'nh)!llll'IIIl\l'lIll,1II pmpt'rly 111111111" 1.I\k only If Il \l'I\ III 

work Wlth pa:-'i101l ,0 

Despite Amery':~ appeal for a n10Ùlflcd continuum of the enlightenml'nt (wlllch \holll<l hl' 

viewed 10 refcrence to hls fate) II mu\t hl' Il'cognllcù Ihat wc Ilv\." 111 a world Ihat !l'anted 

to create and perpetuatc lIell on blrth Thal lllll., apocalyptlc power l'X 1\'" and Wl' have 

used il on oll1~cIve\ \uggC..,h pClhap.., that wc aIl' Ill, a.., StclIll'r IHlf', It, cl "Po,t Culture 

But, in the cnd, StcIncr Iii 1l1cOnCIU'lve al., to the o.;lgntf \Lann: and pO\\lhk IOfl',l'qlll'IlC!'\ 

of this moral anù ct/llcal human dl\Conl MUlh 01 the pUllkflll'/lt of rhl: /lolocaul.,l 

remains for hnn Noncthde..,\ II, \lgnl!lldllle \urVIVl'\ '/'0 '>llllply allow, .Irgll.lhly the 

most Important aLt101l of contempor.lry lIInl' (the Iioloeau,li 10 he li <jlle..,tloll of (Il'Imiln 

oppressor ver~us Jcwl'ih vlctim, ao.; an ahhl'rttl1on 111 lhe tmlory of llIan or cqllally al., JUl.,t 

anothcr sene.., of objective factli 111 a lll'ltory :'ook 1.., to rcvcrt mto a n~laI1VI<,l pO\I!1on The 

dangers of which are outlined abovc . 
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Tadeu..,.1. Borowski real17cd the imphcation~ of the Holocau<.;t. Borowski's 

Au~chwlt.l. ..,toric~ wntten nght aftcr hl.., rclea~c, rcmove the dlftercnce of executloner and 

victim of ail gn:at,lc<,;", and patho.., Both arc rcduccd to hare e,>,>entiah HI~ u'>e of a deputy 

Kapo to narrate ,>orne of hl~ ..,tone,> 1<; a con<;ciou,> moral decl~lon of the :.Iuthor to Identify 

wllh tl1'> caplor. Il 1'> an au.:cptancc of TTlutual re..,pon<;lbJ1uy, rnutual participatIon and 

mutual gudt lor the COllccntratlOn camp Borow\kl, In wntlng to a gcneral puhlIc, notes 

that hC..,ldc.., tdlll1g "about the dady Ide 01 the camp, about the hlcrarchy of fear, about the 

lonehl1l:"'''' of l'very man", you mmt ,d..,o tdl that "you, you Wl:rc the onc~ who dld this. 

That il porllon of thl' '>,Id fal11l' 01 Âu'-.chwll/ bclong.., tu you a.., weil "11 For P()row~ki 

cveryollc w".., .. ..,..,lgl1l'Ù a d()lIhk p.lrt cxcculloncr and vlctlm Ile undcr~tood that 

Âu\chwlt/ and the cvellt.., Whll'IJ cau~cd 11 \pokc of a rathcall/cd We~tcrn condition whlch 

argllahly had Il'. ",cl'd III ('arte..,lall phIlo\ophy and il'i frulllOn mlhe Enhghtenment. 

Towards Affirmnlive Action 

Kafka and lm, wntings, whlch ccrily prcview rnany of the horrors that are made 

manifest 111 the Ârdlltl'Clllre of ÂlI'ichwltl, go heyond the rncre hterary explOIts of a 

fiction wnler Kalla'.; world and the world of i\U"ChWltl 1" om world. Max Brod rcealls a 

convl'r~atlon wllh Kafka on thl" very pn.:dlcamcl1t. 

'Wl' an' 11111111..,111. Il!ollghl\, "lIKHI,t1 tllollghh Ih,lt l'Oll1C mtn C1od's hcad,' Kafka sau!. ThiS rcnllndcd me at 

Ilr:-.t 01 the <.;1l0~tlt Vll'W (lI IIk (,od a~ thl' evlllkllllurgc, thc world a~ hl~ Fall 'Oh no,' .... lId Kafka 'our 

worlll I~ llnly ,1 h.ld Illllod \lt (;011. ,1 h,11I t!.ly or lm ' Tlll'Il thcrc 1\ hore ouhldc thls manlrc~tatlon of the 

worlll th.11 Wl' know ' Ill' ~1l1l kt! 'Oh, pkllly of hupe, .In mllOlIC amoullt of hopc - hut not for us.'32 

To slInply a""'OCl.ltc and marvd 111 awc at the tcrror wuh which the punty and beauty of 

Kafka's words (tht' pUrlly and heauty of a l'allure) are put forth, as Walter Benjamin does, 

IS 10 adv,lIlec a lTltlqUC of SOCiety WlthOllt an hcmlcllcutlc of affinnation. The ominous 
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possible conclusion 10 this is evkknœd by m.\I1y of Ihl' ~()urces for Ih, .. e,~.ly Bom"""'I, 

Amery, Levi and Benjamm aIl commltted ~Ulcilk But. pcrhaps Il , .. K,lfka hllll,dl wlH' 

offers the cIcan".,t cllll' hl 'urvl\'t' 111 a worlll \\ hlch he P()SIl~ ,1'; Ilc" IIlg III any mm,:1 ,\1 

ethical ground upon wlllch to act. Kafla', own ,lhllll)' to \Vnte, 10 ,It t, ,k"PIt,' Ill" \\1,,11 

that aIl hls manll~cript~ be lk~tro) cd (a !l'qlll'..,t hl' "1ll'\V \\Olildll'( hl' c.\I1lcd 'HIll, 1"llllwr, 

his ()wn WOld., and providc'\ a pO'~lhk IlI11kr,t.II11ItIl).', lor ,Ictlon Kall...l\ 

sohtudc/ahcnatlon is not compktc ~11ll'l' 111.' t.Il"., ,Ihout It 1 hrollgh Ill, cOllllllllal Plll'llIt 

of negation, ncgalion Ibclf I~ givcn a challlc to hCUH11t' pmltlVL' AIfIlI11.1I1011 1" "odght 

through ncgatlo[] And tran!>Cl'IH.lenCl' 1.., tlllo11gh tl1\-, .tffllnlal1011 ft l'XI"t.; thr()llgh hCIII).'. 

demcd; Il IS prc.,cnt throllgh Ilot tWill).; Ihère \ \ 

For Kafka wfltmg wa., CVC'I yllllllg Il wa!> a Wlll1ng or IIteralllrl' that applOadll'd 

autobiograghy, all11o"l 10 the CxtCllt that 11 fOflllL'd ail Identlty ln 1 () 12 hc wrotl' III lm 

diary that he recogllll:cd \Il hlrll"elf a concentration that placed ail II'> for Cl' on lm 

nocturnal wnting hahlt It was a concentration he a.,.,oelated wlth lm rl'altlll' 

Whcn Il hccamcclcar ln rny orgaI1l~11I1h,11 wnllllg Wd~ Ihl' 1110\1 prodUlllW dlllll!lIll f()( Illy Iwllig Illt.I~I', 

cvcrythmg ru..,hcd ln thal dlretllOn ,md kl! l'l11pl) ,1I11IHI\l' ahilllll''' Wllldi Wl'fl' dlll'l h'd I\lw.tld the I"Y" III 

~cx, catrn!~, drlnklng, pllllo\ophllJI rl'fleulon ,ml! ,,!l()VC alllllU\ll Ndllll,llly, 1 dllllllll Ilnd 1111" (1111(1""1' 

indcpcndanLly and (.,on..,clou\ly, Il lounll l1\cll ,I!l<l 1\ II!)W Inl.'rkrl'd wllh ollly hy !Ill' nlllll' My 

dcvcloprncnl h now LOrnplctc and,"'o lar a' 1 (,Hl ..,CC, tlll'fl' 1\ !I(Jlhlll)'. kil ln "dl 111\ ,', 111I't'd noly Ihrow 

rny work ln the ollice out of ttm wmplcx III ordn 10 hl'glllllly re,lIllil' \.\ 

Kafka writing ahout hlm"iclf III olle of hl"> Iclll'r" to l·dlCt: aLlually note" that he 1\ 

literature. He equated bcmg fully allvc wlth havlllg the 1I1",malloll to wnle. III" pa""lon 

was complete 10 the extcnt that he fl~lt he lould not rnarry l'Chee becau"c marriage woulll 

have endangered hi"i IItcrary work 1 le wa" hone"t cnough to acccpt cvcry u<.,pcet of H, 

inc1udmg ib nature a), a craft, art and Ideal pur,,>ull. 1 Il; wa., collvinccd that he who wntc" 

cannot dispense with wnung wcll. 
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More than an ail encompa<"'>I:1g ob<.,cssion, literature was a mode of salvation for 

Kafka. ft wa'> the mean<., he hau cho<.,cn to fulfIll his spiritual and Inlellectual destiny. 

K:.lfka\ wnung ha .... ofwn hcen dc,>cnbeu as a fonn of prayer. Kafka him~elf noted that 

occa'>lollally, whcn wnung, he cxpcnenced a '>late of illuminatIOn in which he uwelt in 

cach thought wlllie maintalllln).! the abdlty 10 <"Imultaneou"ly realI7c each one. ft was a 

harrowmg ,>tate that made hlln kt:! tha! he hur~t the frontiers of his own being and 

all<lIllcd the tronllcr:-- of the UOlver"e It WJ'\ 11l~ way, hi" only way, of reaching truth and 

the HIlJllutahlc Il wa .... lm way of prayll1g 35 

But alollg wllh thl<" wenl the ang~t of hVll1g in an all encompassing literary 

eXI~tcIlCl', the lIll).!'" of \:tlnflCl:, of en'ilavernent, of conflict and discord. He felt chained 

10 hl'i wntlll).! table to the pOInt that If he woulu evcr release his grip on his literary work 

he wOlild mk falling IIllo ll1adllL'~<". Ât the 'iame time he was both dtssatisfied and i11 at 

ca~l' wlth Il The Illllllen'>e ~acntke It lOok upon hiS .... oul only lead to guilt for not 

"iuhmlttmg to a IllOn.~ conventlona < llfc"itylc Kafka and hls literature belong to the domain 

of that \111 he ha .... l'Oiltraued hy eatll1},! of the Trec of Knowledge. 16 

Kafka'''i growlng awarcnes<; of the ~aLriflce that Itterature demands and the sense 

that wntlllg dors Ilot k.ld [wl'l'n,>allly to expan<;lvc states but to a ktnd of lIving death is 

rl'lkl't~d III lm dlary cntry of Âugu ... t 6, 1914' 

Wh,lt "Ill IX' 111 Y I.lll' .1, a wnll'r l, \l'ry \lIl1pk My (llknt lor portraymg my drcamhke mner Irfe has lhrust 

.111 olher 1I1.111cr ... 11110 Ihe h.ld.grolllld Illy Ille h.l ... uv. mdlcd drcadl ully, nOf Will Il ('Case to dwtndle. Nothing 

{'l'l' wt1Il'\'l'r \..111\1\ IlIl' Bulllll' \trl'ngth 1 (,\Tl mu\ler for that porlrayall\ not to he counled upon' pcrhaps 

1\ h.\, alre.1l1) \ ,1I11"Ill'd Illfl'\l'r. pnh.lp" Il wdl, llllll' bad, to me aga III , although the clrcumstances of my 

11ft' don'I 1,\Vor Ih rl'\um 1 hu\ l "'''H'r, LOlltlllll.llly lIy 10 the summll of the mountam, hUl then fall back in 

a mOlllenl Othe!" \\ .1\ l'r 100. hUI 11\ 10'" L'r rq~I()n-" "Ilh grcatcr strength If lhey arc ln danger of fallmg, 

Ilwy .Irl' l,llIghl up h~ tht' ~I!hll\l'II who wal~ ... hL· ... llk them for thal very puropO\e Bull waver on the 

hel~hh Il l, 1\111 dc.llh. ,11,1,. hut Ihl' cll'm.lllorments of d; mg}7 
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For Kafka. 10 wnte was to know of the I.khghts of rrtlcl'tIon but al,o to know ot 

condamnation and placelessnr~~, To be a dcad cn.'ature from wh01l1 thl' IIVll1g IlHl,t Ikl', 

as he metaphorically accomphshes through the e:-"pl'nel1Cl' ni Citq.!lll Sam'a .lIld lm 

metamorphùs!s mto a mon "trou, vrn11ln The ctymology of 1110n...tllHI' \ l'I 111111 01 

unRelzeurcs unp,l'z/cfer lays bare thl' p\)\Ilt WIth rem,uk.\hk clallty 1 /1/gl'hl'/iff l'onnote~ 

the creature who has no place tn the famtly \\ hIle IUlgI'zu'la 1-; thl' ul1l'k,\I1 alllmal 

unsuited for sacrifIce, the creature wlthout a place III <.Joll\ oakl "'l'hl' Mel.IIl!OI phll~I-;" 

harshly conveys Kafka's essenllal VI'iIOn that to lx: a wntn ami hy cxtl'(l',IOII to "llllply 'Iw' 

is to be condeIl1ncd to irn:per,lhlc e"tr,lI1gl'1ll1'1l1. Whl'II Wrtlll1g .lhOUI .1 1Il0l1\I10ll, 11011 

betng Kafka Wlltcs ahollt hllmc1t. But III dOll1g ~o, by thl' Vl'ry n.llure 01 Iim .lellOIl, hl' 

also stays a httle hlt ahead of hlm-;c1f. for he l, ahoVl' ail the narr,llor 01 11\l' "tory, who 

survives the death of the vcrnlln, ,X It 1" at the tune whcn hl' kcls mml IIll\HI'Olled and 

circurnscribed that the umll'ipcctl.'d potclltlalttll." that l'Xlst, "llll.ICl' and :l'ill'nd, thmc 

whlch arc born out of tlm very entrapmcnt. 

Kafka's wntmg wa" an expencnce of "cil' atflrmallull, tt w.l"n't LOIlCll'wd a~ goal 

orientated with a dcflllcu product 111 I11lnd Il 1" Ihe wntlllg. the procc"s ot wfltlllg, that 1:-' 

an end tn it~elf. For Kafka It wa'i a catharllL act of trllth, rekvallcc .\Ild Illl'al1lJ1g Ân act 

which is echoed tn thc words of Elle WIC,t:! whcl1 he \ay\ that al ln hl" Il'l1lb yl'ar of 

silence, upon survlvlllg ÂlI"chW1l1, thal thc ollly tlJlng he LOuld do W,l" to wr 1\(',10 \earell 

for the word'i and through the word" for \!OIllC tllllll of n:kv:lllu' It 1" a qlle,t for 

question" which have no re" pol1)e , Il 1\ Ihc que',1 for action, Lfcatloll or \l1llply "urvlval, 

where the essenee of the actton 1\ III thc act Ihclf and no! Ih pro ... cnpllve ollllOllll: It "a 

state which effecttvcJy decon ... tnrct, and worh through the lelt con\lrtlLl Ihat ex 1\1\ and 

denies affirmative action Kafka and Wlc ... cl, l'Xl\( afflrrnatIvely by ll<.,lng the I:tnj!lwge of 

their felt context in order to work through lt 

Samuel Beckett's unnameablc narrator,' "1 can't go on, l'II go on" III rnany way\ 

parallel the paradox of Kafka\' world Kafka contl!lucd 10 wntc JU<.,t LI\ the mrnatc at 
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Au"chwitz contmucd to live, dcspitc thclr eXIstence as a "being of death" (as opposed to a 

"bcmg lowanh dcath") ft 1" precl"ely at thll; point when life has lost its meaning that the 

will to lIve bccomc:-. more urgent and the will ta ~urvlve gams ascendancy.39 

Fran,. Kafka In hl." dJary wntcs 

"Anyllllc who canllolLOpe wllh IIfe Wlll)C he 1<; altvc nccd'i one hand lO ward off a !iule despair over hls 

lale wllh hl\ olher hand he L.m Jol down what he ,>ees among lhe ruln\, for he secs differenl (and more) 

Ihlllg\ lhan Ihe olht'r\, alter ail, dcad a, he l, ln hl'> own Ilfetlme, he IS the rcal survlvor.40 

ln a 'illl1llar vcin Primo LevI, an Amchwitz Sonderkommando, records that a co-

worker of hl" dcclared that certamly he could have kil1ed himself or got himself killed; 

bUI he wanled 10 I\lIrvlve .. and hear wltnel\" 41 

Th~ Importance of Ihc.,e final two ~Ii.ltcmcnts IS paramaunt if an ethical-poetical 

lI11agmallon ha"cd on lI-tOPIC (the gllaranteed perpetuai stnvmg for a no-place), 

teslllllOlllal (Ihe hcrmcneutll, cntlcal recognition and wltnessing of the past) and 

cmpathlc (the ahIll\y ln Il:)tcll to and recognll:c yourself in the other) funetions IS to be 

pmlled as a mode for eXI"lence 42 (Scc chapter 5. Afterword for an elaboration on this 

Idea III relallon to the threc motif" discusI\ed Hl thls es:-.ay) It lS an imagmation which 

rccoglll/CS, (for Ihoughl tn survive) that Auschwitz 'IS' and 'ought no to be', but denies 

that "all a:-,,,ulllpllom Inforllllllg our IJeology of a created envlronment were effectively 

dc:-.troyed hy the hllllder:-. of AlJ',chwllf "4, 

'l'hl' ImperatlVt' of addrc~"lI1g Ihe"c Issues In order that we may be able to work 

Ihrough Il. a., halll K.lfka wa~ appropnatc1y able to, is sim ply and suecinctly described 

hy Pnmo LevI. "It il, neither ea~y !lor agreeable to dredge this abyss of viscousness, and 

yet 1 thmk It mm! be donc, becullse what could be perpetrated yesterday could be 

attcl1lptcd agalll tomorrow, and cOllld overwhelrn us and our children."44 
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The followtng Saturday A~raham was revlved HIs surroundlngs looked v<lguely lamillar. ft 

was the entrance to the level of upper management and hls Immediate supervlsor A lorm Iclter 

taped to hls shlrt sleeve read ln bold pnnt Due to your absence of QM (1) worklng week 

wlthout noUce your position has been termlnated. Proper severance will accompany your 

release. Thank you for your service. 

Abraham plcked hlmself up, bru shed hlmself off, and neally lolded the Iclter agaln and 

again and agatn. Surpnslngly, he felt QUite IIght consldenng Ihe situation Ile was ln and Ihe 

signiflcant amount of actlVIty Ihat surrounded hlm 

A man and a woman unllorm walked qUlckly toward hlm Abraham ovcrl1oard Illo woman 

unlform, "Yes, you're qUite nght, they are always easy to spot" "II must be sorne sort 01 natural 

law" the man unllorm replled Barely breaktng stnde, they brushed by hlm on tholr way to II very 

important meettng Abraham, leellng a bit sell·consclous, dnfted down to the plant bolow He 

certalnly had no des Ire to offend anyone through hls presence 

Abraham walked slowly amldst the man y rows 01 endless technoloqy that woro a 

prosthetlc to hlm Light Irom the clerestorey above poured down onto the Immense productive 

mechanrsms whlch seemed to nse lorm the ground to meetlt Abraham's sllhouelted body was 

strongly contrasted ThiS sublime almost omlnous VISion 01 the perpotually overwhelmlng plant 

caused Abraham to see It anew The lechnology appeared 10 lose Its closed roprosentJtlonal 

value and objective, statlc masses were able to become subJecllve, dynamlc organlsrns Abraham 

marvelled at the beautllul slmpllclty 01 It ail 'But how could Ihls be'J' he murnbled to tllHlsell, 

knowlng of the seemlnly credible complexl\leS and amblgul!leS that plagued hlrTl 'How could thls 

be?' he mumbled agaln, movlng effortlessly, tlmeles5ly, through thls communicative, ethereal 

settrng 'How could thls be?' 

Confused, Abraham eXlted through the rear entrance 
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5. AFTERWOIU) 

On A Sunny Ev('ning 

On a pmple, ~un-shot evclllng 
Under wlde-Ilowenng chc ... tnul trces 
Upon the thre ... hhold full of dust 
YcstL',day, IOtI.!y, lhl' day~ arc alllikc thcsc. 

Trcl'~ t10wcr forth III heauty, 
Lovrly too lhclr very wood ail gnarlcd and old 
That 1 am hal f afr.ud to peer 
Inlo thclr crown ... of grccn and gold 

The ~11I1 ha~ 1ll.llk li vell of gold 
Sn lovdy th.ll Illy hody aL'he~ 
AboVL', the he.lwn'i "Imek WIth hlm: 
ConvlIlLTd l'w ""llIhl hy ~OI11C Illls1ake. 
The w(,r1d':-. ahlooll1 and ... ccm ... to smlle. 
1 want to fly huI whl'fl', how 11Igh? 
If III harlwd wlre. llullg ... C.ln hlooll1 
Why couldn'l 1" 1 wII11101 die! 1 

Tctl'Iln Concentration Camp, 1944 

WnllCIl by the rhIldrcn in BarraL'ks L 3tH and L 417, ages 10 - 16 years. 
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On Hope, Tradition and Ernpathy 

1 hesttate to p()I,it any plo-;cnpttve an'iWl"r'i to thl" qUl"stlon ... fal"'l'd OP thl" Il;lWll' 01 

the ethics of creation <l'i hrought forth throllgh thl" tlm'c 11lotll\ III Ihl~ l's ... ay l'hl' notloll01 

a proscnptIon or a rc"'pon ... c anô a n:"'lIlt.lI1t lI1Cthlldolog) to thl' 'l'n'II" 01 1Il0dt'1I1 l"lIItUIl' 

and the di~tort\On and dl"l,l.l\,:clllcnt of hum,lll \,lltIC'" \\-oult! III l""'l'JlCl' 11111 the f1 ... k 01 

lapsmg into the redUCII've f.lIl1l.t!I ... m that Ch.ll.lCtCII/C ... lllodCllllly 'l'lm , ... ·ollid hl' III t'1It'l'l 

actmg 111 the ,aille lll:lnncr that 1\ l'.llltlOIll'd agaln\t and laId h.lIl' III 1111\ thnl\ .lIld ha\, III 

part. rcsultcd ln the lhkmm.\ of ll10dnlllty III ail II'. Illlplrl.IIHH!\ Wh.ll .... t'lIlll'.d hl'Il' 1 ... 

an awarenes'i of a ,lIuallOl1 and Ih lallllllcIIIOIl ... , an .\\'Jarl·IlL· ...... of .1Il t·\I ... laIllT . .!11 

existancc 'wnhm' and 'through' what wc have creall'd. and alll'XI ... I.IIlCt· Ihal rl'l'oglll/l' ... Ihl' 

ability to per~l ... t (cven III the pre ... cllll· 01 Ihl' prololllld dOllht 01 tht' I.lhylllllh 01 Ihl' 

eXlstential angllt of the Death Camp) Wlth tlll ... III Illllld 1 wOllld \rh' l(l l (llll IlIdl' hy 

descnbing a partlclllar ... cenano of L.Kh (lf the IlmT moll'" dl ... cll ...... t'd III Ihl ... l·II .... ly 

Togethcr they \peak of e ...... enllal tjllalllle ... If:lIl clhlcal dl\('Olll"'l· on our lIl'.IIIVl· maklIIg 1'\ 

to be engaged Thcy are, a'\ wt:lI, al onœ Integral to and lI11pllLlt III tht: collectlvl' Hlea Ihat 

thIS thes!s oullIr1e~ - hope, tradlllOI1 and l'Illpathy 

ln the 1920 .... film dm'ctet! hy Paul Wq!ener and ha'ied on the "'CClla/IO hy 1 kllnk 

Galeen Der Golem Wie cr ln die Weil Kmn (l'he Golem J low J le ('allH' mto Ihc World) 

wc see for the fip,t tllne the introductIon of dllldrl'Il al a cnllc.t1 jll(}( tUll' III IIIl' ... tory .... 

denouement. The fIlm vcr ... lon of the 1l10dt:1I1 kgend procel'dc, ln tht: U\lI.ti Itl.tliller 1I1ltil 

the time come ... te> de\lroy the dangerou ... (iolern who wt:nl OJI a ralllpagl' ln tht: Pragut' 

ghetto, Traditionally It 1'1 the crt:ator hllll\ell who 1 ... ahlt: to hall thL: (;Oklll But III a 

strikmg tWI~t of plot, the Idea of the chdd appt:ar\ '1 he (;olern who n.:app(·ar\ .tl the LIly 

gates after hls [ury has ~omcwhat ~Uh'lldcd, watche'l a group of chlldrl'rl playlllg Irl the 

bnght ~l1nlight. The chlldren flee H1 h;rror from Ihe gwnt cxu~pt lor one gIrl who relllalll\ 
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frozen. As the golem approaches the girl offcrs hlln ,Ill "l'pk Tht' Cioll'lI1 Pld • .; lll'r up 

and holds her in hl'; arms. Fa,;cH1atL'd by Ihe amukl on Ihl' (Io!em's dll· ... 1 (\\hldl gIVl'\ 

him his power), ..,he remo\es Il .• Ino rL'dllce~ Ihl' Golem 10 I1ll'k., ... "'1.\llIt' l'Ill' Il'IUI mng 

children play wlth the amulet untt! II 1" lo ... t '1 hl' R.lhhl l'\l'Illll.tlly .trI IVl''' to 11111' thl' 

children ~ltttng on the mcrt hody. no\\ l'\l\l'fcd wllh tlO\H'r ... l'hl .... 1Ill1qlll' \,1"'1011 .lIIlI 

InterpretatIOn of the Iegcnd ple .... cnh and holl!... uul hopl' tOI lhe tulUIL' 111 the IllllOCrlllL' 

and ability of the chtld. Il 1 ... 111 Ihe pUrIty 01 Ihl' l'luit! .lIld Ihe Illc.l 01 ctl'lll.tl 1l'!.',Clll'I.111l 'Il 

that hope 1'\ pre<;cnt as IS Il.; unllllllted potenlial In OVl'rt'Ol1lll1g Ih,lt whldlll W.I'" 11011111110 

Folk tale.., and hcltef ... ~lIch ...... the (Jok'm !L'gclld \\llIch ,Ill' l'Ollll'llIl'd wlIlt 

supernatllral mollvcs are ba"'l'd 011 ,111111lvaknl cleml'l1t.... 1 Il,,, 1 ... cqually Il lit' III Ihl' 

concretcne'\<; of holy pIace., ln the -'Ylllhnl of the Wnll'1I1 Wall ,lIId ,'" ."IIH Illy ,II., a holy 

grave, the bcltever nonethek"., kch dl"'l'OIlIIOlt at Ihl' 1I11IHlllly 01 the 'lorp ... c' thal 1 ... 

interred therr Llkwl .... c Ihe adllllr,lllo!1 the bL"llL'vl'f kd .... tOI thl' 1l11l.ICk WOI\..l'1 (and 

eqllally the mll.lclc w()rk~r'.., "l'if-adoration) 1<; It.';llperrd hy IIlt' l''\p\'r 1L'lllT 01 k,li tll Ihl'''l' 

wondrous ahilttlc'\ l'hl.., tlichotolllY 1 .... plrvaknt 111 thl' Wntrrll Wall and 1", 1 helll'Vl', 

responsible for Jt~ nchne:-,., and n:Ievancc III 1\ wc "'lT Ihl' "YIlI!Jol 01 hop\', of ll'd\'lIlptIOI1, 

and of the 'end of day~' whcll the Tl'mple will he n'hullt Yd al the .... allll· IHIIl' Il IHl'Vl'lIh 

redcmption and rehlllldlllg a~ LI rncll10nal to delcat and dc"trtlllion To Il't Olll Ill' Iim 

crisis of Will, folk imaglllation provide'i li parahk ln lIHILTl'tcly \'l(prc.., ... thl.., .dl ... lr;tt t 

thought. From thi stern~ the poplliar hdlcl that alllollg'-l the LOUr,L'''' 01 ... Io!ll'., wlthHl tlll' 

Wall one stone l'XI)!.., (of pagan nature) that prevcllh I"rael"" n'dclIlpllOll /\ ... 1()11~ a., Il 1., 

there (indl~tlllgui~hahlc l'rom the (Jtha..,) rcdclIlptloll callnot COIll\' 

What thl ... Hka '\pcab of 1'\ the IJOtlOIJ of Ilvlllg III tradilion '1 radlltOIl )>L:lIIg the 

hVlIlg interprctive and re-llltcrprcl1VC dlalo)!llC wIth the pal.,' and alltlLlp:ltlO/l 01 the futurc 

Unfortunately tradition il" a dlllH.:'IOTl of culwre ha., hœn o!>.,um:d hl'yOlld rl'co~',lIIIJ(H1 

with1l1 moocmlly. Thl.., 1.., III part duc 10 the fact that 11" o..,uhJccttvc rcailly doc'>II'1 JlJet:t the 

imposed .... tandards of thc·domInant ..,clcnllfH'; trulh nOT thL: 'enltghtt.:ned' lendenLy to 

87 



• 

• 

ùcnouncc authonty In favor of ah<,olute Judgement ba~ed on pure reason. In this 

cnV1rCuncnt, the truth of tradition bl'"camc relcgated to an exprc".,lon of two-dimensional 

pa<,t1che. But through a heflm:lll:Ul1cal under<,tandmg of traditIOn a ncw way of ~eclng the 

dcpth and ml'al1l1lg III hl"tory may he po<,lteu. Thl~ undl'r"tandIng can he 'iccn a'i ~he 

cqlllvalcnt of l'lIlhodll'd 1 ill: III ory, lll:ver fully mal11ft!st but permanently pre~ent as a latent 

pm<'lhdlty 'l'hl" tradition 1., an expcncnce \culJllcnted and cmbodled in the spcciflcity of 

culture III the ... allle way that the .,oull., embodied In our hemg. The hvltlg tradition that is 

epllollll/Td ln thl" Idea of thc WC'itcrn Wall, apart from bcmg a recollect!on of the past, is 

al~() :Ill n,pcctatHlIl of Clcatlve pm"lhtlltlC'" that open up the future to hopc.2 

1 Il tl'l! ra 1 to thl., Hlea 01 traditIOn and bU11t upon it'i foundation is 'cycltcity' (not in 

thl' <,Cll\l' of l'IHIIr<,.., rl'plllll0ll, but a fOrTn of contInuaI rcgcncratIon in traditIon). ft is a 

gl'Ill'ratlonal Tl'\pon<'lbtllty which dCl11c.., thc fallaclous modern framework of progress 

toward a l1l'rn'lvl'd attal/labk pl'rfl'cl1on ln thl' proce~'i, il IT11plics an ethic of being the 

clIstOlhan 01 thl' rontlllully of Itle. lI1.,te.td of being a one-shot plundcrcr dunng a brief 

1I11llvlduall.,trc epl"ode lf1 1ll00lailly It 1'> a rl'l:ogllltion of bmh, dcath and reblrth as a part 

of thl' .,;lmc wholc a" wl'll a..; the perpdual ~late of becommg. There lS thus the 

,111l11ltaI1Coll.., 'l'n'il' of tC/llporannes" anù eterlllty Or, as 1 .... rmblcmatlc in this idea of the 

Wc~tcrn Wall, the undcNand1l1g of IIvlIlg 111 a tranSItlonal state while rooted in the 

,trcllgth and dcpth of Ill\to/)' and cultural continUlty. 

In the lilerary W()/~ of Franl Kafka a clue is offcrcd whlch expands a cuIturally 

~pccllIC hl'T'Tlll'lIl1ctH.:al tradlllo/1 to a ul1lver.,al rcalm ft has bccn notcd as emmently 

\lgl11flclnt th.lt K.II1-.a hl'l'amc aware of the pm~lbdil1es Iiterature prescnted (for himself, 

111" l'\.I\t.IIlÙ' and III older to .... urvivc) whcll he realized that writing was the transition 

l'Will /t'II tn J f 01 l'rom '1' to 'Ile' Thcrdorc 1t I~ only when you can wnte, l::k. is 

1Illhappy, that 1.lIlgU.lgC bl'glll'" to ta~e thc form of a language winch particlpates in my 

\uffl'nng and heglll'i ln gradually ddinc alld projcct the world of suffering. It IS the ability 

Hl l'mpathlll' wlIll tht' otller and to .... ec yoursdf 111 the other. What Kafka recogmzed as 
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being cntical to rneaningful eXI,tan\.'t~ W,I~ a pnn(lpk of l'tnP,lIhy and 'tnutll,lhlim', Ll' tlll' 

ethics of intcrper~onal re~pomlblllty hOIll out of ,1 rl'l.1tloll,hlp \\ IIh thl' 'othd, 11l ... tead of 

from the sclf-lIltcrest of the ah,olt.tl' Intll\ Idu,tl Il Pll"lh ,Ill Itka 01 l'lln.l "t,llll'l' ,.nl! ail 

altemative to dOI11l1lallce and ~1I1ml1:-'''1011 And Il allo\\:-. )..,111...1'" ,lit, the l'LILl' 01 .11" Il:t)' , 
self-destruCtlon and Infll1itc d"lllk'gratloll to hl' a, \""l'l1 the pl.lt'l' 01 t'1ll!,.lt"\', 01 liVing 

'within' and 'through' lm context (the 'wmlt!' that Inlorrn-. l'Il'allllg) .lI1d oll'tl'Inalltk \ 

Modcrnity ha, thcorctIcally pl,lycd It:-.clf out, ,1" l, l'vllknt III Ihe lI11plll ,IlIum 01 

the three mol1f ... on Ihe cthics of creatIon ol"cu",,\"'d 111 Ihl" n,ay III Ihl' Illh:lkrt':-. 

centrality and pUr'Ll1l to control tnatter thlllugh knowkdgl' 01 phY,llal pllllllpk,> 01 the 

matcnal world, Jt ha, Imt any conlllTtlOll to n,ltllll' and thl' 'plllt (illHkd hy il C.lltnlall 

world vicw that madr the thlllklJlg "e1f ab,olulL', Illmkllllty jlrogll'\\cd l(l tlll' pOlllt Will'Il' 

it threaten ... to hring lkath to the human "'pel'Ic,> and lt ... 1'IlVIIO!llL'nt Bill, pl.llill ally, willk 

these ~tatcment ... creep ITlto puh!ic COml'l()l1'>I1l'~-;, l'lvIlI/,IIIOn cOlllllllll', 10 l'Ill III .1 Cl' IIIl' 

technological proJcct glohally, It I~ thl'lL'lorc ClltIcal th,1I an aWall'lll'~'" lor ~trall'gll'~ 01 

creation that are mfonned hy hope" tradl\lon,> and l'Illpalhy (Jully l'lllhodYIIl).!. ail ctlllcai 

intentionahty), I~ brought forth for a truely po .... t -lIIodern reallly to hl' huIlt 

Archilecture's retltIve atcmporallty, Ih po ... ",hIlny 01 elllhlldlllH'lIt and 11\ 

immediacy of cxpcricllcc, Il'1 potelltIal ahilIty to COIllTTlUIlICale phelHlllH'llo!oglcally alld 

hennencutieally; It'l ahihty to "peak dlrectly to hUlIlallIty\ pelu'pllOll alld lIIJ.lglllatloli (a, 

oppo"ed to an ab ... olute mtd\cet), and 1\\ ahIluy 10 lully ackllowkdge a pllhlll dllllcmloll 

that can work 'witll1n' the ùomInant tcchllo!()!!lca! character of wm!1! l ullule, plau~, 11 III 

t'n advantagc()u~ po:-,l\lon to explore Ihe LrIIIC al 1"'~IJe 01 Ihe ctlllc" of creatloll, one that 

leams from and is informeù by the kgend o! the Golem, the 'yrnho! of the We,tern Wall 

and the hteratllre of Frall/' Kafka 

The awakcmng of cthlea! CO!1ccrn" cannnt be taken a ... fa ... llIon or the latc,>1 III an 

endless list of <.;tyh~tIe preoccupatlon\ il mu<.;t be <.;ccn a, revollll1(\n Ifl con\UOU\IIC:-''' 

which in part will be earned out through thc profe~ ... ion ... Includmg architecture, (Jargcly 
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dCV()Jd of crucial cthical concerm tlunng the pa"'t two centuries). Architecture and the 

profcs~ions in the ~ccular late twcnticth century world mu~t be viewed as value-forming, 

valuc-carrying, valuc-affirrlllng and value-deslroymg institutions. Ultimately the cultural 

lclcvancc of architecture dcpcnd" prccl"cly on its ability to embody ethical issues at an 

indivldual and ,oclctal Icvel.4 

Notes 

1. ttllla Volavkov;'l. cd Il.1 ne ver ~ilW another butt~. transI. Jeanne Ncmcova (New York: 

Slhot'kl:n 110010.,>. 1 ()'W). p. 53 

2 "or a fuller dJ ... t:u."lon on tradillon and Ih relatIOn to architccturc sec DalIbor Vcscly 

"Ardutellure and ('Olllllllllty" AA Fd~',> (Vol l, #2, 19H2) 

~ M.lllncc Illam hOI, ~~m:..fu2.!U:, l1.lml S. Rahmovltlh (Great Bntam: Harve<;tcr. 1982), pp. 

H 41 

4 Sel' M. A SOlnervJlIc "ElhlC, and Ard1Jtl'Cl<;: ~pace~. VOId~ and TravellIng-m-Hopc" in 

Ardlltt,;l'llIrf.J:thKS !lnd Tl.;dHl()lo~y. cd A1hl'no Pere/-Gomel (Montreal. McGill-Quecns University 

l'll''S. 1 t)<J H 
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Abraham found hlmse~ upon the road to the rural areas The street was darkened by the 

qUlckly approachmg dusk and was 1.t1ered wlth byproducts trom the plant C t'lldmn playmg behlnd 

bars, malnounshed adolescents klckmg a decomposed can, mothers holding out dlsflqurt?d 

stumps where fingers once eXlsted, dlsease-harbounng aged cltnqmg to b~1fs whlch Il,IVe now 

become one wlth thetr bodies 

Abraham looked on, vlvldly seelng the fulihty of resistance, althouqh knowmq that he 

must absorb rt ail The road cut deeply through thls terrain, and he walked on through fhe sea of 

flesh, managlng but one thought, 'The only thmg for me to go on doang IS ta mamtaln my 

intelligence, calm and analytlcal untlll the end'. 

Abraham walked on 

A man who appeared to be Important, preached to a group ln a tongue formgn to thOirs of 

an oncoming global direction towara peace and prospenty 

Abraham walked on 

Another. a sClentist, wandered about almlessly. haunted by the VISCIOUS clrcufanty of tllS 

Inner Val1itles that have surfaced 

Abraham walked on 

Vet another, an apparently beautlful woman, Incessantly caught questlonmg her 

affirmation, kept uttertng the same surpnsing words over and over "1 am, am 1" 

Abraham walked on 

Abraham walked on through thls morass, sllppmg deeper and further Inlo a catalonlC 

state he know knew he could no longer prevent The moon shane Witt! a slmpllClly and sere rut y as 

It alone has the power to do And in thls Iight 01 darkness, a lather 01 many walks on, thoughts 

streaml ng throug h hls blood, of the day belore he awoke 

Abraham walks on 
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