
IN THE SP~RIT: 

ENTRANTS TO'A RELIGIOUS COHMUNITY OF.WOHEN 

~ 

. 
IN QUEBEC, 

1930-1939 

by 

Barbara Jane Cooper 

Department of H1story 
MCGlll Unlvers1ty, Montréal 

July. 1983 

A thes1S 
submltted to the Fac~lty of Graduate' Stud1es 

and Research ln partial fulf1llment of 
the requirements for the degree of 

Haster of Arts~ 

@ Barbara Jane Cooper J 1983 

" 

\ 

.... 

" 



, 

, . 

ABSTRACT 

For- rellglous communlt~es of wo~en ln Quebec, the, 

, 
19305 wara record ybars ~n terms of recrultment of new 

members. By examlnlng a group of women who chose one , , 

speclflC communlty between 1930 and 1939, this study 

attempts Lo answer some of the questlo~S about the 

-
~olncldence,of. the Depresslon and the Increas~ I~ new 

member9'. The educatlonal and l~bour sl~uatlon for women 18 
- 1 

rev,1 ewed. Speclfte attentIon lS grven to .I,rclipiOUS 

and polrtl'cal rhetorlc of t~tlme Whl~,~ emphaslzed the 

raIe of women ln the preserva ion of tradltlonal values 
" 

and French Canaqlan natlonallsm\and WhlCh created an 

atmosphere conduclve to the cholce of rellglous life. , ~ 

ThlS study' shows)that, Whll y the language of the entrants 

reflected thelr belief that;they were respondln~ t~ a calI 

from God, rellglous Ilfe was both a reasonable and , 
attractlve optIon for the women of Quebec ln the 19305. 
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RESUME 

, , 

Les années '30 comprennent les'bonnes années de 

recrutement pour les 

, il " 'Cette these 

communautés rel1gieuses féminines au 
l' 

répond ~ quelques questions pOB~es au 

sUJet de la r~lation entre'la Crise et l'augmentat1on du 
r 

nombres des membres. On fait l'enquBte sur l"ense1gnement 

et le travail femin1n pour ind1quer une situat10n peu 

f~vorable aux Jeunes femm~s. Les d'clarations du ~lerg~ 

et des politiciens·~u sUJet de la nation et du r8le de la 

femme Bont present'es pohr révéler un ~il'ieu dans 'lequel 

l~a Jeunes femmes pouvaient choisir heureuse~ent la Vie 

rel ig ~eu S'e. Cette 'tude démontre que, m~me si les 

re-l1gieuaes elles-m'mes parlent de leur vie en termes de 

~ieu et de Son Ch01X, p~9dant les anné~s de la Crise la Vie 

, .' ' ~ . \, 
religieuse repreaenta1t un ChOiX, a la fois ra~sonn~ble ~ 
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CHAPTER 

A SIGNIFICANT PRESENCE: 'NUNS IN QUEBEC 

Heroines or Harpies? 

No eom~rehenS1 his':ory of Canadian women can igDor'e 

the existence of female religious communities, part1cularly 

in Quebec. Ve11ed and clad i~ austere. often voluminous 

black garb, 
1 

nuns in 
,0 2 ' 

the province of Quebec have long been 

a source of mystery, curiosity and power. Their robes were 

but the outward symbol of'the aura in which they wrappetl, 
.~/""'I 

themsel ves, isolated and set spart from the rest cH the 
.~ 

, 
world. Committed to God and to the service of the Church, 

~pey worked in vi~tu~lly every fa~et of teaching, nursing 

and weI f are. Individually, they spoke in humble terms of 
~ \ 

serving others; collectively they represented. a clerical 

hegemony in the field of social service in Quebec unt1l'the 

1960s. In that. they knew power .. , or perhaps more precisely 

they shared and contributed to the power that was th~ 

Roman C a,holic Chureh. ", In any e ase, the Ir prese\ee in 

Quebec invites serious consideration. 

The sheer number of nuns raises questions which require 

answers and makes them a force to be reckoned with. Table 

1-1 records their growing population in Quebec since the 
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Middle of the nineteenth century. The ratio of nuns to 

Catholics gives sorne idea of their pervaSlveness ln French 

Canadian society. In fact, 50 numerous had thelr group 
, 

become that by the -turn of the century Quebec was actually 

in a position to export clergy and rellglous to other ~-

provinces, as weIl as to forel~n mlSS10n lands and to the ~ 

3 many French parishes in New England. Furthermore, by 1931 

nuns accounted for 8~ of the female populatl0n over fiftesn 

1 

years of age and by 1941 the y represented 9.3% of the same 

4 
group. 

Thus desplte thelr phllosophy of separation from the 

world and thelr pro]ected lmage of aloofness, nuns have 

definltely implnged on the conSClousness of the people of 

Quebec. They have been both revered and revlled. Ta those 
\ 

who saw these women approach the needy wlth nourlshment and 

encouragement during the cholera epldemlCs of the nIneteenth 

century, they were angels of mercy. Ta others who vlewed 

nuns wlth an hysterical SUspicIon, theirs was a cultlc 

existence that preyed on innocents, a notlon best portrayed 

5 
in that popular Protestant tract Awful Dlsclosures. First 

pubilshed ln 1836, Awful Dlsélosures revealed the dark 

secrets of the Black Nunnery of the Hotel Dleu nuns ln 

Montreal accordlng to Marla Monk, who was descrlbed as a 

former nun. That th{s sensatl0nal writing, wringing with 

blgotry, was penned by a notor~ous fraud, did little ta 
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diminish 1ts appeal among those who feared paplst 1nfluence 

and Intr1gue. 

Th1s dlfference of oplnlon about the value of nuns 

contlnued Into the twentleth century. Arnong those who held 

the nuns 1n esteem were members of the clergy, notably 

LIonel Groulx and Albert Tessler. Bath extolled the 'marvel 

of womanhood and woman's place ln the -foyer", but saw the 

rel1g1ous llfe as an extenslon of nurturlng and carlng that 

were~natural ta wornen because of thelr sex. 

"L~ o~ 11 n'y a pas de femme, dlt l'Ecr1ture, 
le malade g'mlt." CeCl est un hornage au 
prlvlleçe prÇcleux octroyé à la femme de 
soulager et de reconforter ceux qUl souffrent. 
Une autre excellence fémln~ne, ~'est l'art 
d'lnstruIre et d'~clairer. 

Rel1g10us cornrnunltles were thus deemed part of the flower 
~ 

of French canad1an Cathol1C culture. , On the other hand, 

sorne later wrlters, partlcularly those who Ilve~ through 

) 

the "cultural revolution" of" the 1960s, reserved sorne of 

theIr most stIng1ng ep1thets for the nuns whorn they 

encountered ln thelr schoollng or ln the parlsh. P1erre 

Val11ères who was known ln the 1960s and 1970s for hls 

radIcal separatlst and soc1allst pOSItion ln Quebec, des-

cribed hlS parents' antlpathy for the nuns whom they 

exper1enced as "avarIcl0us busl~ess wornen who were hostile 

7 to the poor, especIally in the hospltals." Cla1re Martin, 

a Quebec novellst and rnemolrlst, portrayed a few of the nuns 



she knew as klnd, though tendlng t~ be dotlng ln thelr 

preference for certaln of thelr students. Of the rest, 

ma~y were shown as angry, splteful women who gave vent to 

8 
a repressed rage ln thelr deallngs wlth thelr charges. 

General~y these lmpresSlons of nuns add Iittie t~ an 

understandlng of thelr contributlon to the development of 

Quebec. They are but carIcatures used ta laud or attack 

the Church. Nuns, however, were not an amorphous entIty. 

Each group had ltS own character and served a functlo~ 

among the people accordlng to the needs of the age. It 

must be understood that these women pursued thelr vocatlon 

wlthln the context of a speclfic tlme and place WhlCh 

shapeJ thelr respùnse ta the Jemands of a rèllglous Ilfe. 

5 

Consequently It lS vltal to the understandlng of the hlstory 

of women ln Quebee that nuns be studled ln thelr proper 

hlstorlcal context. 

The group of women examlned ln thlS study chose to 

become nuns durlng the 1930s Ip Quebec, a perl0d of severe 

economlC disiocatlon and lntense Ideologlcal confllct. One 

speclflc 
9 

communlty of nuns was chosen for t~lS study(for 
\ 

two reasons: the flrstwas thelr Involvement ln almost every 

sphere of socIal servlce, and thelr history of not lnslstlng 

upon the dowery from thelr entrants. ThlS put them ln a 

less eiltist category th an some other cbmmunltles and made 

entrance accesslble to any class of wcmen. The second 
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reason \'<l~; mùch more pragmatlc. thlS group ailowed me 

dccesi ta thelr archlVal mater1al. 

Access, hùwever, created some d1fflcultles. Because 

the t lm e p e r 1·0 d for th 1 S s tu d y W il S the 1 9 3 0 san d man y a f the 

nuns whù generated the "data" aPe st111 allve and under-

standably wary of any Invest1gation that couid be used ta 

cast them 10 an unfavourabl~ 11ght, the Communlty w1shed 

to remaln unldenllfled, at least for the moment. 

ConsJ'quently, much of the arch1val materiai used for earller 

studles was wlthheld. What W8S made avallable was the 

reglster of the Cammun1ty and the1r necrologl€S, aiong with 

the aSsIstance and'experience of the archIvaI staff. A 

questlonnaire was aiso circulated ta members ln the 

Motherhouse that ùffered sorne add1tlonal InformatIon. "The 

nuns' deS1re for pr1vacy required that sorne of the 

questlonnair~ rcsponses not be printed. 
l 

Nevertheless, th1S 

materlal allowed for a profIle to be created of the entrants 

ta the community during the '30s. The ages of the women . ' 
and thelr soc lo-economlC background could be determined. 

VarlOus kln t.les and the areas of recrU.Itment caulo be 

examlned. The quest.lOnna1re, desp1te Its Ilm1ts, also 

gave an Interestlng perspectIve on the soc1al and 

lntellectual enVlronment of the homes of the young women. 

The years 1930 to 1939 provided an espec1ally .lnterest-

1ng time frame wlthin WhlCh ta study a religlous communlty 

J 

o 



ln Quebee. The entlre deeade lay wlthln the years WhlCh 

Mare Lessard has deslgnated as the most frultful ln terms 
" 

of recrultment ~o rellglous communltles: more women were 

enterlng communltles th~n ever befare. Lessard has 

5ugge stèd, and h 13 V Lew was shared by M lche l Ine Dumon t-

Johnson, that one reason for thls lnerease ln the number of 

new members was the economlC crlSla of the 1930s, that the 

Ilfe offered a securlty that was unavallable praetleally 

1 0 
anywhere else. ThlS study 10'111 attempt to show the 

extent ta WhlCh the deslre for seeurlty motlvatcd a woman's 

cholce of rellglous Ilfe, and whether the increase ln 

recrults was a functlon of the dlfflcult economlC tlmes. 

7 

The 19306 are also slgnlflcant beeaus~ Itwa~ the perlod 

lmmedlately prior to the Second World War. In many ways the 

War years marked a turnlng pOlnt for women,and for the 

Church ln Quebec, but the SOLI was belng readled ln the 

19305 for the aeeds that would be sown later. The 

Conscrlptlon crlsls of the Flrst World War had shaken the 

F'rench Canadlan people. The economlC boom of the 20s and the grow-

lng urbanlzatlon were changlng the fabrlc of soclety ln 

Quebec, creatlng a market for female labour. The economlC 

crlslS, WhlCh followed, generated a soclal and cultural 

upheaval that was creatlng vOlds ln people's Ilves where 

once there had been the assurance of a Job and a bellef in 

, , 
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the future. In many ways the tradltlonal Vlews and the 

securlty that faith had provided were being eroded. The 

clergy, Increaslngly concerned that a secular mentallty was 

Inflltratlng the once stable CathollC ~ay of 11fe, 

'0 
responded te thls sltuation with Incredible amounts of 

natlonallstlc rhe~orlC mIxed with CathollC spIrltuallty ln 

an attempt to regenerate the tradltional God-fe~rlng rural 
,. 

SOcIety. A$ Susan Troflmênkoff sugqested ln her analysis 

of the ActIon Fran~alse, the clergy were abl& to build on 

the lmage of agrIculture, promoted in the 1920s by the 

Actlon F'ran'balse, as the basis for the "superior moral 

1 1 
development of French Canadlans." According to the 

rhetorlC J thls soc let y , If- It ,were to preserve Lts trad-

Itlonal values agalnst the onslaught of materlallsm, 

requIr~d record n~mbers of rel IgloUS women. That women 

responded to this calI lS clear from the fIgures clted 

above. It seems Important to determine the extent to WhlCh 

the growth of membership was actually a response of young 

r 

women to the efforts of the clergy, and the soclety, to 

stem the tide of secularlsm that would eventually sweep 

Quebec. 

Historicai analysls can often beneflt from the research 

of other dlsciplines. In thlS study, a number of socie-

~oglcal and anthropologlcal studies will be used t'o explore 

more fully the nature and the phenomenon of religious life. 

\. 

q 

". 
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These works shed sorne light on the way that communlt1es 

functlon wlthln the Church and how they manage ta attract 

members. They also attempt ta Ident1.fy:the type of people 

who )Oln, and ln general terms, why they do 50. For this 

part1cular per'l'od) stud1.es of thls sort are l.nvaluable ln 

understandlng the lmpact of rellglous communltles on the 

women of Quebec. 

As Has Been Sald 

A study of this nature must not ignore the obvious fact 

that nuns are women, and that their story must be placed 

withln the larger- context of Canadian women's history, and 

of wdrks specif~c to the sltuation of French Canadlan women. 

Untll the late 1960s and early 1970s, howevér, women 

received 11.ttle attention from historians unless they were 

exceptlonal and provided useful moral les sons on the virtues 

of patriotlsm~ endurance and faith 1n God. In this respect 
\ 

"women's history" closely followed the prevalent historio-

graphical fashions of the period: great men, great events, 

and history as past politics. Mary Quayle InnlS' The Clear 

Spirit and Grant Mac~wan's And Mighty Women Tao high-

l ' h d h t 'b t' f t' l C d' 12 l.g te t e con r 1 u 10n 0 excep 10na ana '1.an women. 

Emilia Al1aire's Profils F~minins13 was a slmllar work that 
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emphasl.zed w'omen who have been signlficant ln Quebsc as 

weIl as Canada. The difflculty wlth theae worka was that 

they were, by def1n1tion, exceptional and not lndicatlve 

of women generaIly. They belonged to what could be 

descrl.bed as a 11terature of redrsss which sought to rlght 

the baÙ~nce of hlstory Wh1Ch had vlrtually l.gnored the 

presence and contributlon/of women. Even the attempt by 

the ASSociation Féminine d'Education et d'Actlon Soclale 

, 
ta lnclude more "common women" 1n Pendant que les hommes 

Il l f Il 14 left h . ...;t...;r;...a.;;.....v...;a;...1.;;.......;;;...e;;...;..n..;t;...,:....,.;;;..e;...s ..... ..;;;...e_m_m_s;...;;.s...:;,_e __ e;;..;;.s_.;.......;;;.......;. tel. mpr es 61. a n 

that women were valuable to the extent that the y were note-

worthy. ~Often ~he writers of these histories offered a 

Justification for these women's involvement by stressing 

their abiding feminine nature despite their achievements, 

and thus betrayed a certain reservation about the place of 

women in prominen~ positions. 

Other work had a definitely propagandist purpose. 

While Nellie McClung believed in the rights of women, and 

the need to work ta affirm them, she also held what is 

called a "maternaI feminism". For her the woman who had 

not borne chl.ldren was incomplete. "Wornen," she asserted, 
\ 1 

"are naturally the guardians of the race, and every normal 

woman deserves children."15 In this respect McClung 

differed Iittle from Albert Tess1er who described the role 

of women in the history of French Canada as being intimately 

( 
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Ilnked wlth their procreatlve functlon: "C'est elle qUl 

a une mlSSlon de payer A Dleu et à la Patrle le trlbut 

16 
vital de la chalr et du sang." Unlike ln later years 

when sorne femlnlsts would den y the need for women to produce 

offspring in order to be "complete", the mentallty that 

saW women ln terms of motherhood was very much a par~ of 

the fem in iat movemen t at the turn of thi s cen,tury and 1 ater. 

The Ilnk between thls mentallty and the cholee for cellbacy 

by increasing nwmbers of women ln the 1930s needs to be 

explored. 

Glven the political obsession of Canadian hlstory it 

15 not surpris1ng" that the f1rst volumes on women a~a group 

foeused on suffrage. 
17 

Both Margaret Andrews and Veronlca 

18 
Strong-Boag ln historiographic essays 1ndieate that 

suffrage never received an extenslve treatment except by' 

Catherine Cleverdon in The Woman Suffrage Movernent 
t 

[ 
ln 

-~-

, 19 
Canada WhlCh Andrews did not discuss beeause lt was not 

written by or for a Canadian, and whieh Strong-Boag dlS-

missed as not reliable. h 
. . 20 

In nT e Canadlan Suffragists", 

howeyer, De~orah Gorhman ~utlined the development of the 

suffrage movement in the light of maternaI femlnlsm. She 

hoped that others,would interest themselNes in thlS theme. 

In fact, at the time, Carol Bacchi was preparing her doc-

toral thesis: "Liberation Deferred: The Ideas of the 

tnglish Canadian suffragists.~l Baccht showed how the 

1 1 

) 
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impetus for femin~sm and voman suffrage was absorbed by 

the concern for social reform around the turn of the 

century. The grov1ng 1nterest in eugen1cs and the produc-

tian of a hearty race was promoted in llterature of the 

perlod. Women were being g1ven a n?w Vlew of thelr role 

ln SOCIety. What Bacchi and Gorhman Identlfy ~s the 

tendency of women to respond to what 15 expected of them. 

Indeed thlS propenslty of women to emulate the 1mage of 

womanhood held up td them by Soclety's leaders wlii be 

consld;red as a factor 1n the Influx of recru~ts to the 

rel1g1ous Ilfe ~n the 1930s. 

Slnce the 1970s Canad~an women's h~story has benef~ted 

from the developments in socIal h~story. In Penelope's 

~22, N. E. S. Gr~ff~ths grappled wlth the questIon of 

women's Inferior status ln Canadian and European socletles 

\ 
j and attempted to trace the hlstorlcal development of thls 

Sltuat1on. By her own admlsslon, the web was somewhat 

enmeshlng, but Grlfflths dld make some Important observa-

tlons about the need to understand th~ baslc tenets of the 

soclety from WhlCh women are being studled. 

Generally recent hlstorlans of women ln Canada have 

selected more clrcumscribed toples. Suzanne Cross 

selected women ln nlneteenth century Montreal as the fccus 

of her artlcl~, ~The Neglected Ma)Orlty: the changlng 

23 
Role of Womtn ln 19th Century Montreal". Her work IS 
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complemented by "Ouvr~~res et Trava~lleuses Montréala~ses 

1~OO_1945"24 by Mar~e Lavigne and Jenn~fer Stoddart. 

Together they-~~ov1de an accurate p~cture of the working 

~o~en of Montreal over a per10d of one hundred and fort y- ~ 

f~ve years. Although the Cross article 1S a 11ttle more 

extenslve than Lavlgne and Plnard's w~th regard to the 

class of women cons~dered, th, fact that the authors have 

restrlcted the~r research to Montreal allowed for' a more 

tho~ough treatment of the materlal. Their work prov~des 

a necessary lns~ght ~nto the economlC plight of the women 

to be studled here. 

Veronlca Strong-Boag has addressed the lssue of women 

ln Canada who seemed to have fought to attaln autonomy or 

admlttance to male preserves, and then to have adapted 

themselves to the eXlstlng structures and forgotten thelr 

respons~bll~ty to keep the door open for others. ~n 

"Canada's Women Doctors: 
25 

Femlnlsm Constralned" Strong-

80ag suggested that women succumbed to the pressures of 

thelr posltlon, or belleved themselves to be the exceptlon 

to male dom~nance. In e~ther case the real~ty seems to be 

conslstent wlth what the others descrlbe as sorne self-

defeatlng attltudes engendered by current notlons about 

womanhood. As Strong-Boag asserted: "A maternallst ldeology 

and a profe~slonal orlentatlon are ha~dly thé best guaran-

tees ot a femlnlst 
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1. "The New woma~nd MaternaI Fem1.nism, Toronto 

1877-1 14,,27 Wayne Rbberts establ1.shed what he be11eved to 

be the éOOt of rnatern~l femin1.sm: women were adapt1ng to , 
,,/ 

the pr fessionai and occupat1.onal I1rn1ts l.mposed upon them 

by soc ~ty and had to create 
_~ ... /'" ,/ ~l 

the1.r own n~che. Whether 

' ........ 
women ,eated the ph11osophy to serve the1r own ends. or 

---
whethe 1t,was part of a broader nat1.onal1.st1.o movement, 

~ 1ndica lons of t~e presence of maternaI fem1n1sm appeare~ 
\ 

1n un1 ~rS1.t1es, med1.C1ne, nurs1ng and Journal1sm. Wayne 

Robert documented th1s phenomenon and showed how such 

ideas lfiuenced the Canad1an Suffrage ABSOC1.at10n and the 

Nat10n l Counc11 of Women 1n Canada. The maternaI feminism 

sponso ~d by the Church 1n Quebec aiso had an 1mpact on 

the Fr .ch-Canad1an fem1n1sts. 

r S .ce 1nst1tut10ns absorbed cons1derable femaie energy 

and cr 3t1v1ty, h1storians have turned sorne of the1.r 
u 

attent jn to tnese groups. Wendy M1tch1nson has stud1ed 

l' 
the Wo ~n's Chr1st1an Temperance Un10n (WCTU). In "The 

WCTU: Por God, ~ome and Nat1ve Land: A Study 1n N1ne-

teenth 
28 

:entury Fem1n1sm", M1tch1nson exam1ned the role 

of the ~CTU 1n the 11~es of women. As the t1tIe suggested 

th1S t nperance group adapted 1ts focus ta the perce1ved 

needs f soc1ety. Trréy be11eved in certa1n control 1n the 

pubI1c sphere 1n order to protéct the home. What M1tch1nson 

has do e is to show how women's 1deas evolved as they 
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encountered new ideals about women's responsib111ty 1n 
o ~ 

society. 

In Quebec where the Féd~rat10n Nat10naie Sa1nt-Jean-

Baptiste (FNSJB) had a membersh1p of about 12,000 1n the 
1 

early 19205, th1s organiz~tion acted as an umbreIIa gro~p 

that coord1nated the act1v1t1es of 1ts twenty-two member 

. 15 

groups. In the1r study of the FNSJB Mar1e Lav1gne, Yolande 

'Plnard and Jennifer Stoddart support what M1chel1ne 

Dumont~JJhnson descr1bed 1n an eariler art1cIe as the role 
J 

of the FNSJB 1n 'prov1d1ng an acceptable channel for 

femlnlsts ln the face of the hostl1ity of the clergy and 

29 many Ialty. Although the organizatlon eventwally bowed 

to the pressure of an essentially antl-feminist society, 

these authors showed how the FNSJB managed to expose women , 
to sorne femlnlst ldeals, to fight f9r the rlghts of women, 

and to estab11sh 1tself 1n the consciousness of the people 

of Quebec. 

What these studies demonstrate is the extent to wnich 

women, like men, were lntellectuai prlsoners of t1me and 

space. They cannot be studled apart from the notions that 

they had about themselves and thelr role, ln SOC let y at any 

glven time. The mere reassembllng of detaii about the llves 

of women ln the past lS ln~ufflclent for historical_study 

since lt 19nores the-p~r_spectlve WhlCh thlnking people glve 

to the1r actlons. Consequently, future studles of women 
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,mus t take accoount 1of the ideas and image s J presen ted to and 

by women, wh·ich seemed credible at the time. Thus the_ 

Church, wh~ch was act1ve ~n promoting a certa1n view of 

women, deserv~s attent10n particularly with regard to the 

women who chose a religious vocat10n. These women, like 

-others, must be placed wlthin the context of their time. 

Rel~g~ous communities have already attracted the 

t 
attentlon of Cahadlan soclal historlans. Understandably, , 

the earlier studi~s focused on the foundresses às the 

important per~onages and tended to ignore the ord1nary 

membership. Communities 

inherent ln those works. 

suffered from the distort~on 

S1n~e many e~;:~r writers saw , 

their role as seeklng moral lessons ~n history, the nuns 

played the raIe of heroines and models of virtue, a role 

which rings fa~se to a "modern generation of Quebec 

women" who, as Ca!ol~ne Pest~eau suggested are: 

. unl~kely to look on the great pioneers-­
Marguerite Bourgeoys, Jeanne Mance and 
Marguerlte d'Youville--as models. They were 
oversold to the~r mothers and grandmothers 
w~th undue ~ns~stence on ~he rel~g~ous 30 
lnsplratlon behlnd the~r phenomenal energy. 

, \ 

To ~h/~arller generation, those who chose the religious 
, ~ 

~ , 31 
life were seen as l~ving ln a mOFe "purely sacred sphere". 

Accor-dlng to Horace Miner this form of 1 ~fe served to "maké 

ceriain ~ndiv~duals non-procreat~ve" and for this they 

were d d 'l ' . ,32 accor e "great soc~a prest~ge'. Miner did not, 

.. 

o 

, 
-' 

\ 

, , 
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however, spend a great deal of time d~scussing the place\ 

of th1s group in socfety. Fortunately this emphasis has 

changed. 

Pierre Hurtubise, ~n Le Laïc Dans l'Englise Canadienne-

Frania1se de 1830 à Nos Jours, suggested a more s1gn1ficant 

role for those who ente-,red rel~g~ous commun~t1es: "on ne 
t!.,., 

pourra1t surest1mer l'influence e.xerce'e par les couvents 

33 
tout l'ensemble du peuple." These people played an 

1mportant role in the educat10n of the young. and so werè 
" 

respons1ble for forming th"e CO~sc1ousness of the peopl~. 

A group of such 1nfluence which was an instrument 1n the 

ma1ntenance of tne status quo needs to be exam1ned care-

fully. 

Ta sorne extent th1S research has bequn and several 

pertinent stud1es about nuns and the1r funct10n ln Quebec 

have emerged. Mlche11ne Dumont-Johnson has wr1tten "Les 

wh1ch she suggested that nuns were really lnclplent 

feminists who Just never art~culated the}r pos1t1on. In 

her work she Juxtaposed the number of rel Iglous founda-

t10ns and the number of femln~st groups w1th regard to 

the1r date of orlg1n and showed that communltles flourished 

in the absence of any lay women's organlzatl0ns. Table 

1-2 shows that s~nce the 1960s when fem1nlst organlzatlons 

,. 

", 
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TABLE 1-2: Chronologies comparées des fondat~ons 
de communautés rel1g~euses f~min1nes 
et dés mouvements fem1nistes québécois 

Pér10de Fondat~ons de 
communaut~s 

Mouvements 
f~m1n~stes 

18,40-1,905 21 Aucune aSSoc1at~on 
f'm1niste 

1905-1920 Act~on de la Fédératron 
nationale Sa1nt-Jean-

r Bapt1ste 

1920-1960 Mise en ve111euse de la 
FNSJB et act10n marginale 
de la LOF 

1960-1975 Aucune ,1957: 
1966: 
1969: 
1971 : 
1972: 
1973: 

L1gue des femmes 
FFQ 

Sources: 

, . 

FLF 
Centre de la femme 
RAlF 
CSF 

Tableau 6tab11 d'après l'ouvrage de Bernard 
-Oenault et les recherches de l'auteur. Le 
grand nombre de communaut~s rel1g1euses fém1n1ne~ 
n'est pas un ph~nom~ne québ6co1s. A t1tre 
d'exemple, mentionnons qU'11 y ava1t en France, 
en 1959, 480 1nst1tuts de reJ1g1euses. 
(Annua1re des Inst1tuts de re11g1euses de France. 

'Centre de documentat1on sacerdotale, Par1s, 1959.) 
From: M1che11ne Dumont-Johnson, "Les 
communaut's relig1euses et la corid1t1on fém1n1ne" 
dans Recherches Soc10graph1ques, Vol. XIX, ND. 
1 (;anv1er-~vr11, 1978), p. 100. 

l 
i 

\ 
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have absorbed the 1nterest of women, there have been no 

new re11g10us foundations. Obv10usly, there are more 

factors 1nvolved in the dec11ne of re11g10us commun1t1es 

than the ascendancy of fem1n1sm. Nevertheless, comb1ned 

w1th her exam~nat10n of the status of women 1n the early 

part of the twent1eth century and 1n the Church, Dumont-

Johnson's concIus1ons about the role of the Church 1n 

tak1ng over the 1mpetus of women for reform or serV1ce 

mer1ts further cons1derat1on. 

Marta Danylewycz has also contr1bu~ed to the recent 

scholarsh1p on nuns 1n "Chang1ng ReIat10nsh1ps: Nuns and 

Fem1nists 1n Montre.al., 1880_1925".35 In th1S art1cle, s~e 

traced the reIat1onsh1p between nuns and laywomen 1n an 

attempt to cons1der the quest10ns ra1sed by ~omen l1ke 

36 
M1chele Jean and M1che11ne Dumont. Danylewycz showed 

close cooperat10n of re11g10us and Iaywomen and argued 
, 

that laywomen needed and 1ndeed requested the ass1stance 

and support of the nuns 1n the1r char1table works. She 

aiso noted that through the FNSJB, rel1g10us commun1t1es 

rece1ved cons1derable mater1aI aSs1stance. Perhaps more 

1mportantly Danylewycz p01nted to the I1nk between the 

fem1n1st des1re for super10r educat10n and the ab111ty of 

the nuns to use the1r fac111t1es and the1r 1nfluence w1th 

the clergy to make the dream a rea11ty. Adm1ttedly, other 

factors 1ntervened such as the found1ng of a lycée by two 



.' 

women Jutslde the aegls of the Church, WhlCh spurred the 

blSho s to act1on, but the nuns were there and ready to 

ass~s the women. In the end Danylewycz conciuded that the 

coope ltlon between laywomen and nuns was underm1ned by the 

clerg who feared secular ~nlt1at1ves. One assumes a 

monol th1C att1tude w1th1n these communlt1es WhlCh may or 

may n t have eX1sted, and 1t would be 1nterest1ng to know 

Just 

with 

JW many of the nuns actually supported 1nteract10n 

Jmen outs1de the clo1ster. In any case, Mar1e J. 

Gérln ~aJo1e, daughter of one of the semlnal femlnlsts of 

Quebe 

bast 

saw the formatlon of a rellg10us commun1ty as the 

~y to faC1I1tate the contlnuat1on of the fern1n1st 

J.mpul ~. Th1S dec1s10n bespoke not only Gér1n~LaJole's 

fa1th ln God, but also her ab111ty to recogn1ze that one 

could Jest purBue onets ~oais as a wornan only through what 

waB C 1s1dered to be acceptable modes of femaie act1~lty ln 

the 1 te 1920s. 

20 ' 

1 exam1nlng the mavementB af women and nuns, 11ke Marle 

J. G~ Ln-LaJole, ln the early part of- th1B century, one may 

wande at what seems ta be the1r eventual cho1ce far 

accep lb111ty, ar the1r w1111ngness ta canform desp1te 1deals 

that 3y have set them aga1nst the clergy from t1rne ta tlme. 

In th 3 regard, the nuns, part1cularly, reflect what H1lda 

Sm1th an hlstar1an af seventeenth century women, suggested 

1S an lmportant fccus af study: 
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Women cons1stentlYI and men occas10nall~ work 
aga~nst the1r own 1ntereats to conform to the1r 
V1ew of proper fem1n1n~ty or mascuI1n~ty. One 
of the goals of women's h1story should be an 
understand1ng of the forcefulness of such 
demands for ~nform1ty and the1r actual opera­
t10n in the 11ves of women. 37 

Thus , Danylewycz's suggest~on that the clergy 1ntervened 

to d1ctate norms for female behav10ur needs ta be explored 

further. 

21 

Ear11er, Marta Danylewycz had wr1tten about two groups 

of nuns 1n Montreal between 1850 and 1920.
38 

In th~s 

art1cle she descr1bed the d1ff1culty 1n reconstruct1ng the 

-11ves of the women from eX1st1ng records. s'h'e also ra1sed 

sorne 1mportant quest~ons about why women chose the ve11. 

In suggest1ng that SOC10-econom1C aB weIl as relig10us 

factors mot~vated women to enter, she has opened the door 

to a more realist1c assessment of the phenomenon. M1che11ne 

Dumont-Johnson supports the 1dea that relig10us life may 

\ . 39 
have offered career poss1b111t1es for those who entered. 

Mar1e Lav1gne and Yolande P1nard added we1ght to th1S 

suggest10n by 1mplying a 11nk between the shr1nk1ng role 

of women 1n the urban sett1ng and the growth of re11g1ous 

40 
commun1t1es. 

quest10ns. 

Th1s study hopes to shed sorne 11ght on these 
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The Phenomenon of Communltl 

Recent soclologlcal research on rellglous communltles 

can aiso add an lmportant dlmenslon to our understandlng 

of female rellglous groups. Rellglous cammunltles, as 

closed systems, have rarely welcomed external scrutlny. 

Bellevlng themselves to eXlst on a hlgher plane than other 

"secular" groups, they have often vlewed studles by out-

slders as pointless because of the element that cannot be 

explalned: Gad. SoclologlstS, however, have re)ected thlS 

reasonlng and have, wlth some success, begun te explaln the 

dynamlc at wark wlthln varlOUS communltles. Theoretlcal 

types and models developed by these people help to 

lilumlnate the phenomenen of rellglouB communltles, and lt 

lS now pesslble te use these constructs to extend our 

understand~ng of rellglous women ln Quebec. 

One soclologlSt, Mlchael Hlll, has devoted conslder-

able research to rellglous communltles ln England. Although 

hlS speclflC lnterest 18 the Angllcan communlty, hlS 

commenta on recrultment and membershlp are partlcularly 

41 pertlnent ta thlS study. Hlll, baslng hlS study on the 

Weberlan concept of the rellglous vlrtuoso, explalned that 

"The rellglous vlrtuoso fallows what he takes ta be a pure 

and rlgorous lnterpretation of normatlve abllgatlons WhlCh 



already exist in a rel~g~ous trad~t~on " 42 The 

person thus defined ~s one who sees value nct Just ln the 

group's goals, but ln the rules by WhlCh these are to be 

atta~ned. Vlrtuosl revere tradltl0n and wlsh to retaln 

lta purity. In the Cpurch they tend to: 

take as thelr central po~nt of reference 
a per~od ln the early h1story of the1r trad1tlon 
WhlCh can be seen as partlcularly authentlc. 
They then compare this prlst1ne model wlth 
their percep~ion of the contemporary reality, 
and are ~mpressed by the extent to WhlCh thlS 
compar~son lnd~cates a decllne. 43 

Faced by th1S compar~son of thelr own creatlon, they tend 

to try to return to a more rlgorous way of life. In 60 

do~ng thlS group ln the Church can, and often does, pr?vlde 

l b d · 44 "revo ut~on y tra ~t~on". 

Accordlng to Hlll, the lntenslty of thlS element ln 

the Church has frequently caused concern, and been the 
~ 

obJect of attempts to control them. By harnesBlng the 

v~rtuos~ energy and allowlng lt a restricted expreSSlon, 

however, the Church has avolded what may have been rlfts ln 

ltS ranks or splinter groups WhlCh would have chosen 11fe 
'. 

outslde ltS bounds. It has also provlded a forum for 

reformlng elements ln ~ts m~dst. What must be acknowledged 

also lS the Church's not ent~rely altrulst~c lntent: 

ult~mate control of 1ts membersh1p. Throughout the years 

there developed wlthin the Churc~ increaslng numbers of 

men and women who bel1eved themselves called to forms of 

23 



rellglous purlty, and who banded together at varlOUS tlmes 

to glve expreSSIon to thlS bellef. At tlmes, as ln Quebec, 

the Impetus to form il group came from the hlerarchy, ln 

order to ensure the contlnuance of certaIn works. 

Communltles, then, percelved themselves as models of 

a more perfeet mode of eXIstence. To thlS end thelr 

members engaged ln austere practlces of seif-deniai and 

took upon themselves vows of celibacy, poverty and 

obeùlence. By removlng themselvcs from the mainstream of 

Ilfe, they created a certaIn dlchotomy in the communlty of 

bellevers, between themselves and those who were thought 

ta be encumbered by thelr Involvement ln the worid. 

So, It became the dut Y of the Chrlstlans ln 
'the world' to preserve and procreate the 
race, WhlCh ascetlcs cannot ùO; whIle ln 
return the ascetlcs render SerVICe for others 
through InterceSsIon, penItence anù the 
acqulsltion of merIt. 45 

The membershlp of religlous communltles rallied themselves 

around certaIn bellefs and practlces that provlded a foeus 

for thelr efforts, and a dèflnlte perlmeter for thelr 

group. 

In a somewhat slmllar veln, Helen Rose Fuchs Ebaugh, 

a soclologlst anù former member of a rellglous commun~ty, 

has explalned the proeess by WhlCh communltles soclallze 

thelr members, and she deserlbed what she would èonslder 

thelr sustalnlng "myth" or focus o~ bellef. Acc~rdlng to 

24 
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Fuchs-Ebaugh the re1at1ve truth or untruth of the myth 1S 

un1mportant . Hembers do not understand a myth -

. they feel, exper1ence and bel1eve it 1B 

the ult1mate explanat10n for what 18. 
Hembers are less 1nterested 1n prov1ng the 
myth than 1n living 1t out 1n da1Iy 11fa. 
What susta1ns the un1fY1ng myth 18 conaensua1 
va11dat10n by the group. The mytb 18 
supported by the fact that others also be11eve 
1t and are w1I11ng to 11ve out the1r 11ves 1n 
terms of 1t. 46 ~ 

, 
The total comm~tment that 1S requ1red to support su ch a 

r1g1d eX1stence 1S not w1thout the 61gnif1cant reward of 

statua. The Church has trad1t10nally accorded these models 

of piety an elevated pOB1t10n w1th1n ita commun10n. Wh:lle 

the commun1t1es have sealed themselves off from 'the world' 

by the wear1ng of a d1st1nct1ve garb, by s11ence, and by 

str1ct rules govern1ng the1r soc1aI interact1on. the 

Church has offered them a k1nd of, leg1 tl.mat10n ttlat would 

have been unava1lab1e to any of 1ts members 1nd1v1dua1ly. 

The clergy and rel1g1aus 1n Quebec enJoyed such statua 

unt1l the 1960s. 

Commun1t1es of wamen Beem to have flour1shed part1-

cularly weIl under the spansorsh1p of the Church. Sorne 

of the reasans for the1r development were exam1ned by 

Nad1a Youssef who found that 1n the past women posed as 

great a challenge to those in cler1cal author1ty by thel.r 

1ndependent behav10ur, as d1d men, 1f for d1fferent 

reasons. Women's trad1t10nal supp-ort for the Church, whl.le 

.. r' 
( 
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not openly acknowledged by the h~erarchy, was perce~ved as 
l 
~ 

an important locus of control. Although Youssef 

speclflcally referred to the Church in Latln Amerlca, her 

26 

pOlnt has speclal relevance to the Church ~n any developing 

area,such as Quebec durlng the nineteenth and early 

twentleth century. In the words of Youssef: 

GIven the precarI0us sltuatI0n of the Church, 
It became lncumbent upon the clergy to ensure 
the cont1nuance of women's rellg~ous loyalty 
and responslb~llty. ThlS necess~tated, fIrst 
of aIl, 8tretch~ng the control and supervls~on 
of the Church over the female stratum, and 
secondly, provld~ng meanlngful rewards ta 
women by establlshlng an assoclatlon between 
rellg1os~ty and speclal prlvlleges. 47 

What was lntended was an extenslon of the Church's authorlty 

over those women who exercIsed sorne lnltlatl~e; what was 

created was an alternatIve for women who were hampered by 

the control of the~r famIlles or by thelr socIal sItuatIon. 

Wh~le some m~ght argue that women merely exchanged one form 

of bondage for anotner, there la sorne ev~dence to suggest 

that women could more easlly manlpulate the rel Iglous 

structures imposed upon them than the expectations of 

SOCIety, and thu~ derlve at least some pOSItIve relnforce-

ment. Slnce nuns were treated wIth. respect and deference, 

and allowed a certaIn autonomy ln thelr varloUs worka. the 

personal satIsfactIon thus accrulng to these women May weIl , 

have made thelr rellg~ohla restrlctl0ns more easlly tolerable 

than the welght of socLetal or famlllal norms. 
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In the last analys~s. though, rel~g~ous commun~t~es, 

whether male or female. always formed part of the larger 

structure of the Church. Because ot th~s the autonomy that 

they sought was always elus~ve and they rema~ned under the 

close scrut~ny of the h~erarchy of the Church. Often th~s 

const1tuted a source of tens10n thàt not ~nfrequently led ' 

to s~gn~f~cant comprom~se on the part of the com~un~ty. 

Wh~le there were many men and women who emerged as leaders , 

and 1nnovators w~th1n commun~t~es, they ult1mately sub-

m1tted to the author~ty of th~ Church 1n order to proceed 

w1th what they perce~ved to be the real purpose for the1r 

ex~stence. 

In the spec1f~cally French Canad1an context Bernard 

Denault has elaborated two hypotheses w1th regard to 
t 

rel~g~ou6 commun1t~es 
~ 

1n Elements pour une soc1010g1e des 

communautés rel1ct1euses '" 48 au Quebec. He suggested that 

the re11g10us commun1t1es of the n~neteenth century 

prov1ded an 1ntegrat~ve funct10n for French Canad1an 

soc1ety 1n that the~ absorbed w1dowed 
. ~ 

and cel1bate women 

"d'un certa1n ~ge" who were other;:rse marg~nal1zed. Some 

of these women became foundresses and leaders of commun-

~t~es., The second hypothes16 deals w1th the "protestata1re/ 

attestata1re" funct~ons of commun1t~es. Denault be11eved 

that commun1t1es ~n Quebec d1d not emerge as a protest 

aga1nst the Church's 1nvolvement 1n the world,.or a 105S of 
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vision or pur~ty; rather, commun~t~es formed an ~mportan~ 

part of the soc~ety wh~ch was 1tself Church dom~nated and 

saw 1tself as "ant1-world". As Denault stated: 

L'EgI1se-1nst~tut~on dev1ent une protestat~on 
contre l'état de la soci~t~ qU1 l'entoure: , 
l'Eg11se, c'est le ~royaume de D~eu» commence 
sur la terre à c$t'é et contre de «monde"'7 
malsa1n. La fonct~on des communaut~s rel~g1euses 
cons~ste alors ~ élarg~r les frontieres de ce 
royaumme et à y ~nt~grer oertaines fonct~ons 
soc~ales telles que l' É!ducation, les serv~ces 
hosp~tal~ers, l'a~de aux démun1s, etc. 49 

d ,,." 50 Denault rew on Marc Bloch's La Soc1ete Feodale to 

descr.1be what he perce~ved to be the s~tuat10n ~n Quebec: 

"" a Church very much all~ed w~th the "secular" power, whose 

28 

b1Shops and clergy ma~nta~ned the1r author1ty and pervadLng 

presence by close assoc1at1on with, and control over, 

rel~g10us cOmmun1t~es. 

Nuns are often por\rayed 1n an unreal~st~c 11ght. 

Part of th1S is a result of the language they use to 

descr1be and to 1solate themselves; part 15 a function of 

the bias of those who wr1te about them. Nevertheless, the~r' 

presence and contr1but~on calI for ser~ous cons1deration. 

Th~s study 1S ~n no way an-attempt to Judge the val1d1ty 

of the ch01ce these women made. Nor 1S 1t an effort to 

quest10n the s~ncer~ty of their fa1th. Rather. by 

exam1n1ng the quest10ns posed by soc1010g1sts about members 

, 
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of rel~gious grQups lD.general, the role of the Church 

and the socio-econom,ic 'S,i tuatlon in· the 19306 in Quebec, 
\ 

this study wl11 attempt to show that the reallty of 
I~ 

rellg~ous Ilfe, whlle it'malntalned ltS own aura of 
, 

mystery for thosé outside lts bounds, was very much a 

part of the soclety from WhlCh it emerged. 
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CHAPTER 2 

CLERICAL QUE BEC 

A Matter of Perspectlve 

The dlstlnct and domlnant role of the Roman Cathollc 

Church ln the hlstory of Quebec has been the subJect of 

great controversy. Much lnk has been SplIt ln an effort 

ta explaln ltS overwhelmlng presence ln the llvea of the 

French Canadl an ,people. Its lntentlons. fallures and 

achlevements have been scrutlnlzed by frlends and foes who 

were frequently seeklng arguments to buttress a con-

temporary cause. 

One group of wrlters found the Church partlcularly 

OdlOUS. They saw lt not only as a restrlctlve force for 

lts adherents but as an oppressor of any other element of 

the prOVlnce. Edward McChesney Salt. an Engllsh-speaklng 

Protestant. represented a group at once the vlctlm of the 

ClergY'SC~~trust, and the outspoken crltlc of the Church. 

In ClerJocal Control Jon Quebec, wrltten ln 1911, Salt 

crltlclzed the extent of the control exerted by the clergy. 

Tlnged wlth a tear of papist schemes Salt's book dealt wlth 

the partlcularly thorny lssue àf censorshlp, He attempted 

35 
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to show that the Church, as an overzealous guard1an of the 

thoughts of 1tS people, controlled and rnan1pulated 1tS 

mernbers. He auggested that the Church was respons1ble for 

render1ng 1ta adherents antedeluv1an rel1cs of an 

old reg1rne who have reta1ned aIl the 1nert1a and b1gotry 

w1thout be1ng 11terally of any value for the ends wh1ch 

1 
modern c1vil1zat1on has set before 1t." Obv10ualy Sa1t 

thought ,11ttle of h1S French Canad1dn compatr1ots, 

unfortuna~es who happened to f1nd themselves somewhat lower 

than the1r Anglo-Saxon brothers on DarW1n's ladder. These, 

he felt were easy prey for an unscrupulous clergy. 

A contemporary ~ho shared Sa1t's loath1ng for the 

presence of the Church 1n Quebec waa Robert Sellar. 

Robert H111 reminded readers. 1n the foreword of his book, 

of the research that went 1nto Sellar's wr1t1ng, 1t 1a 

1mpoBs1ble to 19nore the emot1on that accompan1ed h1s 

2 
categor1cal denunc1atlon of the Church. Sellar set h1m-

self up 1n Hunt1ngdon, Quebec 1n 1862 as the ed1tor of the 

Canad1an Gleaner and the V01ce and conSC1ence of Engl1sh 

Protestant Quebec. H1s 1mmed1ate cause der1ved from what , 

he perce1ved to be the d1rect effort of the Church to force 

Engl1sh Protestants out of the Eastern Townshlps. He 

accused the clergy of every posslble mach~nat1on 1n per-

vert1ng the benevolence of the1r Engl1sh conquerors. 

Sellar's concerna about the Churchdealtw1th what he 

36 
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perce1ved ta be mind control, the rais1ng of money ~or 

unspecified ends (p-ap;~_Bt plots), and the use of power by the 

clergy' on the1r own bahalf. Interest1ngly enough, Sellar 

den1ed any ant1pathy toward the French Canad1an people them-

selves or for the French language. They had the1r place: 

subcrd1nated to Eng11sh author1ty. 

Sellar felt that another contemporary, FranC1S Parkman, 

the w1dely-read Amer1can romant1c h1stor1an of New France, 

was too generous 1n h1s descr1pt10n of the French Canadlan 

s1tuatlon. Sellar wrote: 

Let hlm who wishes to know how New Franbe was 
governed not go ta Parkman, WhO'P1Cks out from 
the must y records only the deta1ls that enable 
hlm to embelllsh his delightful 'narrat1ve,. but 
ta the royal despatches to the governors and 
1ntendants and the1r reports, and he w111 learn 
how in the mlnutest deta1la of da1ly 11fe, 1ts 
Inhabltants 11ved under a system of medleval 
absolutism destruct1ve a11ke of Initlat1ve and 
self respect. 3 . 

In thlS case Sellar aeems ta have mIstaken Parkman's romantlc 

style for lack of ]udgement. 

In fact, Franc1s Parkman shared Sellar's Darw1nlan 

att1tudes and was a fIrm bel1ever 1n the super10rIty of the 

educated man, educatlon belng the prerogat1ve of the ellte. 

Thua, for aIl h1S passl0n for the hIstory of New France, ·he 

was not the least bIt Impressed by the French "habItants" 

other than as a masse Nor was Parkman a lover of the 

clergy. An agnostlc who had a certaIn grudg1ng admIratIon, 
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at tImes, for the JesuIts, Parkman was less and less 

Impressed wIth those who'~erpetuated sub)ugatlon in Lhe name 

of relIgIon. Masan Wade, almost a century later, descrIbed 

hlm as beIng "notable for hlS detdchment among hlS hlstorlcal 

contemporarles, but hardly 

4 
today." 

the model of the 

Parkman's strong Protestant 

background convlnced hlm of the need for Ind~vIduaL 

responslblllty and he saw ln the Cathollc Church ln Quebec 

the antlthes1S of the bellef. So he wrote: 

Freedom 15 for those who are f1t for It. The 
re~t wlll lose 1t, or turn It to c?rruptlon. 
Church and state were rlght ln exerclslng 
authorlty over a people WhlCh had not learned 
the flrst rudlments of self-government. Thelr 
fault was not that they exerclsed authorlty, 
but that they exerclsed too much of It, and, 
Instead of weaning the ~hIld to go alone, 
kept hlm ln perpetuaI leadlng-strlngs, maklng 
hlm, lf possIble, more and more dependent, and 
less and less fIt for freedorn. 5 

Parkman dld not engage ln the sarne paplst-baltlng as some 

other wrlters, but hlS crltlclsm was no less pOlnted. For 

hlm the Conquest was a posltlve step ln Ilberatlng the 

French Canadlan habItants from an oppress1ve order: "England 

lrnposed by the sword on reluctant Canada the boon of ratIonal 

and ordered lIberty. A happler calarnlty never befell a 

people than the conquest of Canada by the Brltlsh 
6 

Arms." 

Not surpr161ngly, aIl French Canadlan wrIters dld not 

share thlS enthusIastIc Vlew of the afterrnath of 1760. In 

hlS analysls of the wrltings of French Canadlan hlstorlans 
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7 
fr~m 1840'to 1920, Serge Gagnon ~solated a certa~n con-

servatlsm that seemed to motlvate thelr reconstructlon of 

the past. ThlS conservat~sm was a functl0n of the need ta 

aSSlmllate the actual Events of the Conquest and to flnd 

ln the past the hand of God who had not forsaken H~s 

people. Gagnon saw the teachlng of hlstory ln thlS way as 

an ldeological form of 50c1al' control ~n the cholce of 

sUbJect, heroe6' and moral lessons for the people, 

C\ 
growlng vlgour of the Church durlng and after the tlme of 

Wlth the 

Ignace Bourget, ln combatting the 11berallsm that was 

creeplng lnto Soclety, the lntellectual cllmate becarne 

l.ncreasl.ngly dornlnated by the clergy. Thus Gagnon suggested 

that the hlstory wrltten durl.ng thlS perl0d geherally ex-

tolled the attachment to the so11; vlrtually 19nored the 

people, other th an as an abstractl0n; and rnarvelled at the 

rellg10us leaders who had reared a natl0n out of the ashes 

of the Conquest. Those who dld not agree found thernselves 

ln a dlfflcult pOSl.tl0n ln clerlcal Quebec. 

The Church, however, could not control the wrltlng of the 

hlstory of Quebec forever, A generatl0n of French Canadlans 

emerged who vlewed the Church ln a c~ltlcal llght. They 

no longer feared condernnatlon for thelr assessrnent of the 

pasto Theae neo-natl0nall.sts, as they were often called, 

untled the knot that had bound God to the hlstory of Quebec. 

Ml.chel Brunet was, one of these hlstorlans. He shared what 

-' f' 
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Susan Trof~menkoff called "the V1ew of Conquest-as-

8 
thal~nom~de", a soc1ety arrested ln 1ts growth by the 

v~ctory of the Eng11sh. Consequently he dlsparaged those 

who have den1ed thé lOBS of self-determlnat1on suffered by 

the French after the ConqueBt, ln order to create a not~on 

of the nobl1~ty of the French natlon and ~ts m1SS10n. As 

he wrote: 

Toutes les envo~ées oratolres d'antan et 
d'h1er c~lébrant la superlorlté lntellectuelle 
du Canada fran,als et sa vocatlon unlque en 
Amérlque du Nord d'avèrent n'aVOlr été que 
de pleux ou de Joyeux mensonges. 9 

40 

Brunet held the clergy responslble for the lack of Involve-

ment of French Canadlans ln the Industr1al development 

necessary to Ilberate the prov~nce from Engllsh econom~c 

domlnatlon. In hlS v~ew the clergy promoted a false 

humlilty or subm~sslveness that worked to the d~sadvantage 

of the people. 

8runet's Vlew has been countered by Wl11lam F. Ryan. a 

Jesult who based hlS study of the Church ln Quebec on the 

statement from the Second Vatlcan Councll that Chrlstlanlty 

does' not preclude econom~c concern. Ryan focused on Quebec 

because of lts Roman Cathollc n~ture, and the perlod 1896 

to 1914 because of the surge ln economlC growth. Baslcally 

he concerned hlmself w~th the expressed att~tudes of the 
\ 
\ 

hlerarchy. What Ryan cancluded was that the threats to 
\ 
\ 

\ 
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the Church to try to gu~de l.ts people 

to a better Ilfe: 

The dlst~nctlons between rellg~on, language, 
culture and race are thus constantly blurred 
by the clergy, and the attl.tudes and ~nlt1.at1.Ves 

adopted by them ln th~s perlod can only be 
fully understood ~f seen 1.n thlS context. 10 

Thua, wh~le Ryan admltted the errors of the clergy, he aiso 

l.ndl.cated·some of thel.r more posl.tl.ve contrlbut10ns to ~he 

economlc ll.fe of Quebec. 

Another hlstorlan who wa~ wllllng ta concede some cred1t 

to the Chu~ch ln Quebec was Joseph Levltt. In hl S' st ud y 0 f 

1 1 • 
Henrl. Bourassa, Levltt adm1tted that the Cathoilc falth 

that lmpelled Bourassa led h1m ta a profound sense of 

soclal ]Ustlce ln actlon. Levltt, llke Ryan, admltted the 

Ilmltatlons of the Church and ltS corporatlst teachlngs. 

In L'Egllse et le Vlliage au Québec, 1850_1930
12 

one 

flnds another attempt to understand the Church ln lts 

hlstorlcal context. The effort lS made to avold slmpllstlc 

questlons WhlCh set the Church of the past agalnst the 

seemlngly lrrellglous aspect of contemporary French Canadlan 

culture. Wlth rhe crltlclsm of rellglon lnherent ln Marxlst 

analYS15, Gagnon and Hardy showed how rellglon was used as 

a tranqulllzer and a means of control. Thelrs 1S not a 

Rather, lt 5eem5 ta be an elaboratlon 

of what preceded sports and televls10n as the oplate of 

1 3 
the people. 
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More recently scholars from severai d~sc~pl~nes have 

turned to an anaIys~s of the Church, less anX10US to score 
\ 

{/ 

pol1t~cal po~nts, or exorc~ze an embarrass~ng past than to 

und~rstand the funct~on of a powerful, pervas1ve ~nst1tu-

t10n wh1ch has shaped and been shaped by the people whom 

1 t has served. One of the d1ff~cult1es of 5tudy1ng the 

Church 1n the past has been the tendency of wr~~ers to 

equate the Church w1th the clergy, and the clergy w1th the 

h1erarchy. In a sense th1s 15 understandable because 

past h1stor1ans,tended to be ~nterested 1n power and that 

meant the leadersh1p of the Church. Among the 5cholarsh1p 

, 
that 15 attempt1ng to redress th1S overemphas1s on power 

and h1erarchy 1S the work of Andr~ Audet, Guy Trépan~er 

and Carmen Rousseau who attempt to reconstruct a picture 

42 

, 1 4 
of the rel1g10us act1v~t1es of people at:the par1sh level. 

The1r focus on the people's percept~on and pract~ce of 
,~ 

rellg~on at the par1sh levei 1S extended by Pierre Lessard 

who has tr1ed to develop a sense of the popular rel~gion as 

,.' m1rrored 1n the use of holy cards and var10US rel1g~ous 

15 , , " 16 
1tems. Another study, Un patr1mon~e mepr1se, by Jean 

1 
S1mard, Jocelyne M1Iot and René BoucharQ, descr1bes such 

rel1g10us practlces of the Quebeco~s as the p~lgr1mage and 

the retreat. Gradually the Church ~n Quebec lS be1ng sub-

]ected to a more comprehens~ve and Ob]ectlve anaIys1s. 

o 
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Ha;ness~ng the Impulse 

• • 

To aIl ~ntents and purposes the first clergy of Quebec 
. 

could be class~f~ed as>v~rtuosi. From ~ts ~ncept~on the 

French rel~g~ous commun~ty in North Amer~ca was percè~ved 

to be a refoundat~on of a Church gone to ru~n ~n Europe. 

The clergy had a m~ss~on to preserve Chr~stian~ty ~n th~s 

new env~ronment. Perhaps because the ~~sion, ~f not the 

real~ty, was never allowed to fade, there rBma~ned a d~s-

tinct tendency to v~rtuos~ty in the French Canadian clergy. 

Or perhaps ~t was the clergy who kept alive'the v1sion to 

aserve the1r own ends of evange11zing the populat10n. In 

any case, the Church cont~nually harked back to its 

h~stor1c beg~nn~ngs ~s an ~nsp1rat~on to ~ts contemporary 

adherents. 

S~holars have ~dent~f~ed a number of~character~stics 

pecullar to the Canad1an Church. One of these ~s the ten-

dency of the Church to ~mport commun~ties of men from 

~ 

France to meet spec~f~c needs. Women's communit~es, on the 

other hand, were generally created in the province ~tself. 
1 

.t { 
One reason was the unw~llingness of European commun~tles to 

conslder North Amerlcan m~ss~ons, because of the over-

extension of thelr resources ln oth~r areas. Of greater 

sign~f~cance was the nature of the development of Quebec 
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itself. As ln every developlng soc1ety where an emphas1s is 
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placed on ~ncre~s~ng t~e populatlop, the~e is l1ttle value 

accorded to the unmarrled. In his study of religious 

communlties, Bernard Denault suggested that one functioh 
1.., 

of rellg10us communltles ln the nineteenth century was to 

~prQvlde for wldows and unmarrled women whom soc1ety had 

cast aSHie. To a certaIn exte~~ thIS was prqbably true. 

More llkely, however, was hlS hypothesls that the Church was 

maklng tpe ,l)Jost of the presence of unattached women ln the 

communl ty. Mgr Ignace Bourget has become weIl known for hl.s , 
efforts to create communltles to meet the varl0us needs of 

the peopl e . 
/ 17 

Leon POUll0t, Bourget's Jesu1t bI0graph~r, 
, 

descrlbed Bourget as sl.mply followlng the 1nspIratl0n of 

God ln h1S var10US foundatlons. One could argue that 
Î 

Bourget was, ln fact, attemptlng to control the women whose 

efforts ,to meet the needs of the poor challenged hlS 

author1ty, however un1ntent1onally. W1dows and young glrls 

O'ften 1nvolyed themselves ln 'works of char1ty, 1nsp1red by 

thelr fa1th and unh~mpered by other tles. It 15 not un-

re~sonable to a~sume that Mgr Bourget and o~her clergy 

wanted to put these women under thelr authorlty, even to 

ensure the contlnuance of the work. 
~ 

For example Denault's 

study showed that of eleven foundresses of commun1tles ln 

Quebec between 1737 and 1902, only two had actually wanted 

ta found an arder; the res",~') we;-e pressured Into a commun"i ty 

44 
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~ns~stence of the clergy. 
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ThIS does not negate 

thel-r eventual wIlllngFiess to .complywith the requests of the 

clergy. Nor doe~ It de tract from the Importance rellglous 

communlt~es asslgn to thelr foundresses as havlng a speclal 

VISIon or what they calI "charlsm" . AlI It suggests 15 the .. 
role of the clergy lA exproprlatlng theIr efforts.' 

The Communlty Cancelved 

Th~ Communlty under study her~ pro~ldes a goad case ln 

pOInt. The foundress was a wldow who belleved that her 

m~terlal and marItal status left her free ta express her 

plety ln works of mercy. Born ln 1800, the last of flfteen 

chlldren, two of whom were allve at h~r blrth, thls woman 

last her mother at the age of four. Before the age of ~ 

fourteen she had spent twa or three years at the boardlng 

schaal run by the CongregatIon of Notre Dame ln Montreal. 

Orphaned ln 1814 Dy her father's death, 
'i" 

she went to Quebec 
) 

ln 1819 ta lIve wlth and asslst a COUSIn where she kept 

house. She remalned there untll 1822, but returned 

perlodlcally ta Montreal. Durlng thlS tlme, ~he young 

waman fallowed a strIct rellg~ous lIte and at one pOInt 

consldered enterlng a convent. 

In 1823, however, thls young woman marrled a ffbourgeols" 

of the CIty of Montreal who was many years her senIor. 8y 
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the end of 1827, she had endured the death of her hushand 

and two of the~r three-sons. Her th~rd son d1ed w1th~n the 

next year. Left alone she was not devo1d of mater1al to 

survlve. Her sole_responslbll~ty was a ~~mple youth en-

trusted ta her by her husband whose 11fe the youth had 

saved. Eventually Mme welcomed the lad'a mother inta 

her care as weIl. 

Increaslngly th1S woman spent her tlme and resources on 

the poor of Montreal. Together w1th other women she V1Slt-

ed homes ta brlng provlsl0ns for those ln need. Soon. 

however, Mme became convlnced that thlS type of ald was 

not enough, and ln 1830 she opened her flrst house of refuge 

for the poor and aged women amcng whom she had been ~ork~hg. 

In 1831 she began a second larger(..~81Ie"" Over the next 

years Mme dlstlngulshed herself by her care, not Just 

for women. but for those struck down wlth cholera, and by 

her wl1l1ngness to V191t those lmprlson~d after the 

pol~tlcal troubles of 1837, as weIL as those condemned to 

death. Clearly here was a woman who moved beyond the well-

worn paths of conventlonal female actlvlty. Here J toa. 

was ~ woman whose actlvlt1es challenged. qUlte unlntentlon-

ally. the fùnctlans of the Church, charged wlth the care of 

soclety's unfartunates. More alarm~ng stlll, Mme 

beglnnlng ta attract support. 

\ - . 

vas 

\ 

J./ 



47 

By 1831 Mme had organ~zed a group of women to help 

w1th her V1S1tS of char1ty. She had also appealed to those 

among her frlends and acqua1ntances who had money to help 

her to cont1nue he~ m1SS1on once she had exhausted her ovn 
, 

estate. In 1841 Mme recelved C1Vll 1ncorporation for 

her "charitabie organ1zatl~n" and ln 1842 she pronounced 

a prlvate vow to be a servant of the poor to the extento of 

her ab~11ty. 

By thiS tlme Mgr Bourget had replaced Mgr Lartlgue as 

B~shop of Montreal·. Betore becomlng a b1shop, Mgr 

Lartigue had been the splrltual dlrector of the young 

Mme So, both he and Mgr Bourget, who had ~erved as 

h~s secretary. were famlilar wlth thlS woman's work. 

Bourget had lnherlted hlS predecessor's concern for the 

poor who llved ln the dlocese. partlcularly those ln the 

c~ty of Montreal ltself. In asses51ng the needs of the 

people. Bourget declded that he would travel to Europe to 
~ 

engage sorne Slsters to work for hlm 1n Canada. Bourget's 

reasons for preferr1ng a rellglous communlty te a lay 

organlzatlon was hlS fear that the work of the lay women 
\. 

dle wlth them. On hlS return to Canada, however, he 

found tha t Mme 's organlzatlon had been lncorporated 

and he declded to bUlld a cornmunity around thls group of 

wornen s~nce h~s promlse of help from Europe could not be 
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At flrst lt seems that Mme was not lnterested ln 

)Oinlng the rellg10us communlty belng organlzed by Bourget 

and the new chaplaln M. Prlnce. Poul lOt suggested that 

because Mme dld not ask ta JOln lnltlally, Bourget 

hesltated to ask lest he "vlolate 
19 

her f reedom" . Wh en one 

of the flrst group of nOVlces wlthdrew from thlS nascent 

communlty, Mme asked to take her place. She was 

refused by M. Prlnce, who, lt 18 assumed by Poull0t and 
,~" 
~' 

the nuns of the Communlty, was Just trylng to make sure 

that Mme really had a call from God. The fact that 

she pursued the questIon later with Bourget was thelr proof. 

Bafore Mme was allawed ta begln her tralnlng, Bourget 

sent her to the Unlted States ta study the rule of St. 

Vlncent de Paul, a rule sUltable to communities engaged ln 

works of charIty outside a cioister. 

It IS ImpOSSIble to determine why, Mme was not 

approached Inltlally by Bourget to be part of-the Communlty, 

Just as It 15 to know whether Mme saw her chOlce ln 

terms of a call from God, or slmplv ln terms of continuing 

what she had begun with thlS lnclpient community WhlCh was 

comprlsed of her colleagues. A harsh appraisai of thlS 

~Ituatlon would lead one to the conclUSIon that Mgr Bourget 

was at least slnglemlnded ln hlS pursult. of control over 

every facet of hlS Church. To be faIr, hlS offer to sponsor 

rellgious communitles was probably recelved with a certaIn 
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r.l~ef: the Church'& spon&orsh~p assured the cont~nuity 

of the work and provided the women w~th secur~ty . 

• 
one communLty of the n~ne stud~ed by Denault, wh~ch were 

J, 

founded 1n Quebec ~n the n~neteenth century, began 1n th~8 

20 
manner. 
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Regardless of Mgr Bourget's ~ntervent1on, the Commun1ty 

grew rap~dly ~n the years that followed. By 1851, the year 

of the death of Hme the tnst1tute numbered seven 

houses and had engaged ln the follow1ng works: tak1ng care 

of the aged who needed hospltal treatment, home v1s1tlng, 

d1strlbutlon of goods to the poor, care of orphaned and 

abandoned chlldren, attendlng the needs of elderly women 

and slck prlests, and boardlng schools for g1rls. The 

S1sters themselves numbered flfty-seven, of whom nlne had 

d1ed, and there were twenty-slx ln the process of belng 

tralned ta become nuns. 

From thelr work among the vlctlms of the varlOUS epl-

demlcs WhlCh affllcted Montreal ln the nlneteenth century, 

there evolved numerous hospltals and centres for treatment. 

By 1900, the Communlty had opened a total of nlnety-elght 

houses ln Canada, malnly 1n Quebec, and along both coasts 

?f the Unlted States, and were lnvolved ln vlrtually every 

facet of ald to the poor. Thelr number lncluded tralned 

teachers, pharmaclsts, nurses and admlnlstrators. Sorne had 

entered after they had recelved theLr educatlon; others were 
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, 
educated by the community, at the~r own or lay lnst~tutlons 

of learn~ng, often to fultlll a speclflc request for 

4aslstanCe. ThlS communlty, as most other French Canadlan 

communltles of the tlme, beneflted trom the powe~ and pre-

domlnance of the Cathollc Church ln Quebec at the beglnnlng 

of the twentleth century. 

( , 

Rellglous communltles sprlng trom a speClfic soclal 

reallty. The reallty of the nlneteenth century Church was 

that lt was not entlrely"monollthlC. It was torn by the 

debate on ultramontanlsm and was subJect to the attacks of 

the antl-clerlcals. Women were not consplcuoue ln thlS 

ldeologlcal wrangllng, although therc Were alwaye a few 

women, llke Mme Oandurand who wrote for Canada Revue, who 

were wllllng to 19nore the censure of sorne of Soclety ln 

order to speak from the woman's pOlnt of VleW. Neverthe-

lese, women represented support for the clergy ln the 

varlOUS communltlea ln eXlstence. As Youssef suggested wlth 

reference to the Chur~h ln Latln Amerlca, these groups of 

women for~ed a conslderable base of support for the clergy 

b Y the l r ver y as soc lat l on and c 0 m p Il il n c e w.~ t b the c 1 erg y • s 

requests for serVlce ln thelr parlshes. 
21 



The Church had a180 aS8Qciatèd l. tself ,durl.ng these 

years wl.th the rl.Slng sense of French Canadl.an natl.onall.sm 

whl.ch emerged 

. ' 

22 
after 1837. Gradually lt would blend thlS 

natlonall.sm wlth rell.gl.ous notIons of the mISSIon of the 

French Canadlan people WhlCh lnsplred Actlon Françalse and 

other Catholl.c natlonallst groups of the early twentleth 

century. 

By the end of the nlneteenth century, another event 

caught the attentlon of the relIgIous and polltlcal leaders 

all.ke. It was the request for soldlers from Canada to 

fIght for Brltaln agal.nst the Boers. The French CànadIans 

were lncenaed and percelved ln the lmperlall.st rhetorlC 

of Engllsh Canadlans'a threat ta thelr survlval as a 

natIon. 50, as Fernand Dumont and Guy Rocher pOlnted out 

" lt was a comlng together of "natIonal, socIal, and, rellg-

IOUS preoccupatIons" wlthln the context of natlonallsm that 

unIted the efforts of the clergy and polltlclans as they 

23 
had not been unlted before. Dumont and Rocher suggested 

that It was durlng the fIrst thIrty years of thI9 century 

that, ln fact, the Image of the french Canadlan natIon was 

actually reallzed. P.-A. Linteau, R .. Durocher, and J.-C. 

Robert support thlS Idea and stated that there was a second 

facet of the powertul presence of a Church that dld not 

hesltate to Intervene ln the affalrs of State 

51 
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Cependant, c'est une Egl~se qu~ a peur, 
qu~ cra~nt~outes les 10ventl0ns du slècle 
et QUl regarde constamment vers le pass' 
pour trou~er l'ldtal de la soclét: qU'elle 
cherche. 24 

Perhaps because, at sorne level, the clergy reallied the 

52 

t~nuous nature of the Cathollc state that they would create, 

they assuaged thelr fear by lntense efforts at controlllng 
( 

"the fa~thful". By 1946 one member of the clergy, the 

Domlnican Prov1nc~al, Father Gaudrault wrote: 

Exaggerated denom1natl0nallsm, or the over­
accentuated and too wldespread lnterventlon 
of Church representatlves ln secular matters, 
can be very lmprudent from many pOlnts of 
v~ew. Flrst of aIL, thlS attltude lS ennerv­
atlng to a greater number than one would 
thlnk of good CathollcS who, ln thelr own 
domaln, feel surrounded, guarded and drlven 
llke mlnors. They lack breathlng space. 25 

The clergy who had percolved themselveif as the lnherltors 

of the holy mlSS10n of cdrvlng out a theocratlc state ln 

North Amerlca were at the pOlnt where lt aIL seemed to be 

comlng together. They found. themselves at last ln 'd 

posltlon of lnfluence that would allow thelr meSSlanlC 

hopes ta be fulfliled. It lS dlfflcult ta determlne 

whether thelT V1Blon was eventually a vlctlm of' overklll . 
or whether lt was already hollow because they mlsJudged 

the level of p~ety and complldnce of the French Canad~an 

people who were experlenclng the soclal changes that were 

North Amerlca. 
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CHAPTE~, 3 

SOCIAL REALITIES 

The Rh~tor1c 

To understand why young women 1n recor~ numbers chose 

to'J01n re11g10us commun1t1es 1n Quebec 1n the 1930s) 1t 1S 

essent1al to apprec1ate the soc~o-econom1C and re11g1ous 

c11mate of the t1me. Th1s c11rnate c1rcumscr1bed the bounds 

of acceptable fem1n1ne behav10ur and forced women to face 

the brutal rea11ty of f1nd1ng sU1table employrnent dur1ng a 

period of serlOUS econom1C cr1SIS. The mater1al and 50c1al 

benef1ts of J01n1ng a rel1g10us commun1ty must have proved 

" part1cularly appeal1ng. These, however, vere not the only 

1ncent1ves. , 

After the turn of the century ln Quebec the aIr resound-

ed with calls to 11ve the greatness of the natlonallst 

dream) a dream begun by the heroic founders of the French 

colony, and rnalntalned bY,countless courageous clergy dnd 

poiiticlans. Among contemporarles, HenrI Bourassa, the 

poiiticlan. and .L~onel Groulx, the hlstorlan-propagandlst, 

stand out among many who pursued the ldeal vith incredlble 

zeal_ Accordlng to Bourassa: 
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La ProvIdence a voulu que le groupe prIncIpal 
de cette colonlsatI0n fran~alse et catholIque 
constltu9t en Am~rique un COIn de teire ; part 
où l'~tat sOCIal, relIgIeux et polItIque se 
-rapproche le plus de ce que l'EglIse catholIque 
apostolIque et romaIne nous apprend &tre l'état 
~e plus d~slrable des socl6tés. 1 

Not aIl natIonallsts were as reilglous as Bourassa, 
\ 

but at 

thlS tlme the clergy and the polltlclans found lt mutually 

beneflClal ta work together. Susan TrafImenkoff, however, 

has lsolated a crack ln thlS fajade when she suggested that 

perhaps the lncreaslngly urban SOcIety was not able to 

accept clerIcal leaderShIp and that "hlS [Groulx'sl strld-

ency, hlS repetlt.lvene!jis [werel lndlcat,lve of hlS Inablilty 

ta reach hlS 

. 
2 

'petIt peuple'''. 

WhIle the Intellectuals, the polltlolans and the Church 

hlerarchy may have sensed the JIfflcultles ahead, and 

vlewed the future wlth a sense of unease, the French 

Canadlan people were Inundated wlth patrlotlc rhetorlc 

much of WhlCh was dlrected toward the famlly and what was , 

belleved to be the ordalned segregated raIes of the sexes 

wlthln that unIt. It 15 here that one detects the fear 

that changes ln SOCIety were gOlng ta break up thlS 

qUlntessentlal unIt, thlS stolld defence agalnst the erOSlve 

" 

Influence 'ot' Indlvlduallsm, materlal1sm and the modern world . 

./ L'Abbe Albert TeSSIer spared no Ink ln creatlng a plcture 

of women dod thelr true place ln SOCIety based on an Ideal-
1 
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lzed pasto lie ne ver ceased to remlnd hlS hearers that: 

, ""1 d "Dans leur foyer, les femmes ont Joue un ro e 1scret, 

volontalrement effac~, malS plus pUlssant que tout çe que 

les hommes ont pu accomplir de plus 
;. ,,-, 3 

pre s tl g leux. "\ 

Tessler~s bellefs were relnforced by l'Abbé Groulx who was 

, 4 
11kewlse concerned wlth the raIe of women i~ the faml1y. 

These ldeas were part of what has been ~Bscribed as 

maternal femlnlsm. Carol Bacchl lsolated Slmllar ldeas 

, 5 
among the Engllsh suffraglsts and thelr followers. 

Eugenlcs and the elevated raIe of the woman who was ta 

contrlbute to the furtherance of a strong healthy racè 

~ 

through her womb, were wldespread notions at the turn of 
.::) 

the century among Engllsh and French lntellectuals, 

clerical and lay alike. What women added to these theories 

of race, partlcularly ln French Canada, was what Mlchèle 

Jean has called a "mystlco-rellg10us 
6 

language" . As 

Madelelne Trottler and Robert Mayer pOlnted out Ln an 

artlcle on lmages of women ln French Canada, "Pour l'homme. 

la femme est une mère, une :ducatrice, et 
, . 

une menagere. 

La femme aJoute une dlmensl0n apostollque et mlSS10nalre 

, 7 
a ces roles." 

Slnce the home was often percelved to be the prlmary 

place of women, lt was the responslblilty and dut Y of the 

father, as the head and the legitlmate source of authorlty, 

to defend and protect it from external perlls. The mother 
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was to be the heart, the nurturer both of her husband and 

8 
œf her ch~ldren. In the oplnlon of the clergy, lntent 

on flght~ng what they feared was the dlslntegratlon of the 

famlly, any rearrangement of the "natura~· arder would 
" 

undermlne ihIs baslc Instltutlon and hence destroy the 

fabr~c of soclety. 
, 

conseq~ently, the place of the famlly ln SocIety, and 

the role of women ln the famlly, became pervaslve themes 

ln the press and from the PUlPlt. The Ideas that women 

would want ta be elsewhere th an at the hearth was ab-

horrent ta the clergy's Ideallzed VISlon, and the very 

n'otlon of women' s suf frage aroused the fury of C lergy and 

~, 

devout Cathollc polltlclans allke. ~Perhaps Bourassa was 

at hlS most vltrlollc when the questlon of the vote for 

women was ralsed. He saw suffrage as l' Intr.oduct~on 

, :>! 
~u fem~lsme sous la forme la plus nOClve and. as 

he contlnued ln thlS, one of hls more famous dIatrlbes, 

. 
h~ represented suffrag~ as leadlng to the creat~on of 

.. la femme-homme, le monstre hybrIde et répugnant 

v 9 
qu~ tuer~ la f~mme-mire et la fe~me-femme.· Even If the 

women of Quebec fal1ed to read aIl ~f thlS, ~any men dld, 

partIcularly the men who had 50 much power over the lIves 

of women: the clergy. These frlghtful lmages ~~ the 

result of an Independent splrlt ln a woman were doubtless 

passed on to the younger women, ln many ways the most 
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vulnerable" and for wh~ the me8aag~ wes pr~nc~p411y 

Even the strongest of women could not wlthstand ~h18 

pressure for long. Marle 

80 hard ior th) rlghts of 

Lacoste Gérln-La)Ole who 

vornen and of the famlly, 

fought 

Dy 
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1921 found herself constant:v faced wlth the lntranslgence 

of ,both polltlclans and clerg~, ?erha~s mere dlscouraglng 

th an the attltude of the men was the Opposltlcn of the 

vornen themselves. After an unsuccessfu: appea! to Rome 

to uphold the prlnclple of women's suffrage, Marle Gér~n-

LaJOle res~gned her post as leader of the Fédératlon 

Natlonale S4lnt-Jean-Baptlste ln 1922.' In 1927 Ido4.d 

Salnt-Jean tock up the challenge and contlnued the flght 

for the vote, but ln that year the clergy very adroltly 

fccused the attentlen cf vomen elsewhere by allowlng the 

formatlon df La Llgue Cathol~que F'mlnlne, a definltely 

safer alternatlve te any erganlzat~on run by Idcla Salnt_ 

Jean. 

La Llgue l8 a good exa'mple cf clérlcal paternall.sm, 
~ 

an organlzatlcn deslgned to focus vomen's attentlon on a 

specl.flc lSBue. ThlS group vas lnltlally foucded to 

combat the scandalous clothlng belng vorn by post Worlq 

War l vcmen. As a chapldln of La Llgue wr~te ln 1933: 

Tous se rappellent que la mode avalt horr~ble­
ment mutllé les hab1ts fem1n1ns en 1926-27; 

, 



'-1 
d •• f •••••• t d •• f111 •••• mblent aV01r , , , 
oub11. qu'.ll ••• ta1.nt~Itl~nne. et la 
wque qU1.emportalt la r etalt S1 , 
vlolente que l'autorlte,rellgl!USe ne. 10 

'.--.. parvenalt pas touJours a la mal.tr1ser. 

Although concern vas extended te ether rea~sJ partlcularly 
,~ 

the theatre and other forms cf entertalnment, proprlety 

ln dres8 provlded the ln~tlal sparK fer th15 group. The 

r.ason for the group's popularltv ~ul=kly became abvlous. 

FIrst of al:, lt had a çoncrete and attalnable end vomen 

could do sometplng about thelr avn =:athlng. Second, the 

group was ,set up te be run at the parlsh level, sa that 

women could qet dlrectlv ~nvo:ved. Flnallv, and most 

lmportantlv, ~a LIgue recelved the approval of the clergy, 

not Just .st: the parlsh level, but b .. '933 lt en)oyed a 

papal blesslnq and thea=ollectlve approval of the arch-

blSbops and blShops of 
1 ~ 

the provlnce. 

has suqqested that women eventuallv learned a great deal 

about organlzlng, spaakIng publlClv, and assumlng leadet-

1 2 
ShlP through La LIgue the tact 15 that ln the ~930s 

l t prov Ided a narrowly prescrlbed sanctloned sphere of 

femlnlne 'actJ.VIty." What was expected of women ln those 

years was clearly, lodeed palnfullv, ObVlOUS and thlS 

M l.mage" ,was n!lnforced at everv opportunl ty by t.h .. leaders" 

of SOcIety. !t l8 hard ta blame women for preferriog 

La LIgue. lt IS easy to see how other women, even those 

who seemed sa strong, became fundamentally dlscouraged ln 

r 

" 



theIr fIght for vomen'. rlghts. 

The clergy'& appeal ta vomen vou Id have been le •• 

patent had It not been tounded on some socIal reallty. 

In def.nce of th.lr analv818 of the eVII ~n SocIety they 

could pOInt te a r191ng crlme rate among vomen I~ Quebec. 

In Table 3 _1, ve see that the percentage of vomen ::on-

vlcted vas slgnlflcantl\ hlgher ln Quebec than ln Canada. 
", 

Whether thlS dlfference vas a !~nctlon of the VIgIlance of ..., 
the pollce or of the VIC& of the vomen 1& not certaIn. 

The fact'remalns that the clergv could easI1v llnk the 

notIon of vanton vomen vho llved a~ane ln the cltles ta 
~) 

thea. statlstlc8 and palnt a grlm pIcture of the reallty 

th 4 t a v'a l te d the y ou n 9 9 l r 1 s v ho ml 9 h t van t t 0 t r y ç l t Y 

lIte. 

EducatIon of Glrl. 

and theIr llŒlted vlctorles ln opeolng educatlonal 

opportunltles tor vomen, the educatIon of vamen vas very 

re.trIcted ln the ;930s. School had effectlvelv beçome 

the extenSIon of the home. Under the control of the 

'~lergy, the dallv 8chedule placed heavy emphasls on the 

J 
catechlsm, rote lessons VhlCh stressed the te4chlngs of 

, 
the ~hurch, and the l~ve~ of the 8à~nts. Partlcular 
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\ of Total 
Conviction. 

\ 
TABLE 3-1' Femal. offendera ln Quebec and 

Canada, 1929-1919 

.... 
1929 19]0 1931 "\ 19]2 

892 891 566 1279 

18.7, 16.1 9.5 t 8 . 1 

193 j 

1353 

11.5 

\'l 

1934 

1240 

16. 1 

19) ') 

1533 

16.4 

1936 19 j 7 1939 1939 

1466 1652 'B80 2589 

15.4 21 • 2 , B • j 23.9 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------c 
A Numl?èr of 2617 2660 2607 
N Convlctl.ona 
A 
0 \ of Total t 0.9 9. 3 

, 
8.3 

A Convictions -
, 

Source: Statutical Yearbook of Quebec, 

.. 

" 

320'.2 34 7 7 3145 3316 

10. 2 10.6 9.9 9.9 

1934. 1931, 1938, 1941 . 

33 70 3783 

9.4 1 0 .2 
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1 
•• ph •• 1. wa. giv.n to th •• arly habitant. and heroin •• , 

•• ong th •• Je.nne Hance, Harguer1te Bourgeoys, and 

\ Marguer1te d'Youvllle. From these women and others 11ke 

th •• , the chlldren, glrls and boys a11ke, were to draw 

the1r 1mage of 'dutl.ful, devout. and patr10t1c women. The 

stor1es were spec1ally selected, and perhaps edl.ted, to 

ep1toml.Ze the Vl.rtues des1gned to support those quallt1ea 
) 

n.~ary to ma1ntal.n the statua quo: patl.ence, obed1ence 

and selflessness. They were Most frequently not plctured 
h 

as restless, somet1mes dlffl.cult women dlscontent wlth an 

earller lot, as were the women c1ted above. 

Durlng the 1930s an average of 77\ of all school-aged 

g1rls were actually enrolled 1n school each year. Overall, 

le •• than half of all students enrolled were fernale. but 
~-:-,. , ... , 

than half of all students gl.rls. 
1 3 

Table more prl.mary were 

3-2 shows that there was a reductlon by more than half of 

the percentage of g1rls 1n school after the age of seven-

teen. 51nce there 18 no correspondlng decllne ln male 

enrolment, 1t lS clear that far fewer young women than 

young men proceeded to hl.gher educatl.on. Women 1n Q.uebec 

also qUlckly fell behlnd the Canadlan average of females 

enrolled ln school. Part of the reason for thl.s was the 

e.phaS1S on the place of the woman 1n the ~ome. After a 

child could read and wrlte and do sorne flgur1ng, she could 

\ 
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TABLE 3-2: Proportion of the Juvenile Populat~on 
at School aetween the Age. 12 and 24: 
1931 

(a) W-

CANADA QUltUC 

AGIl 
AT AT 

TOTAL ScI1OOl. P.C. TOTAl.. 5cJJOt~ l' C. 

11 " 107.~ 103.218 96 1 Jl,Ol8 29.156 9,( 0 
U .. IOJ,089 95,941 93 1 31,008 26,817 867 
14. 105,156 87.909 1IJ6 J00437 21,1~O 693 
15. IOJ,J4J 67.820 656 29.J05 14.507 49 5 

:t. 103,392 47.682 4J 8 JO,516 9.1IJ0 J2 2 
106,414 27,561 25 9 29,675 5.911 19 9 

18 106,321 16,615 IS 6 30,136 J,701 12 3 
19 . 100,280 9,61"9 9 7 21,907 2,201 7 9 
20 94,166 5.874 6 2 26,780 1,405 5 2 
:U-24 368,956 10,887 J 1 103,95J J,OSS 19 

Total AIat 1l-24 1,304.633 473.246 36 1) 370.785 117.786 31 8 

(b) F .... .u.u 

1 
CANADA Q\J'I:B&C 

AGIl 
AT AT 

TOTAl. Sctl00L P.C. TOTAl.. SclIOOL P.C. 

Il 104,546 l00,2G4 95 Il JO,939 28,004 9J 4 
13 lOO.J7~ 92,607 92 3 30,517 25.747 8-&4 
14 .. 1~:; as;:~ S2~ JO.3t 2.o.07~ 661 
15 lOI, 68'i~ 67 6 JO,2J 14.530 48 1 
16 I~:g; 51,4 411 31,165 10.012 JZ 1 
17 -. 104, ~~ 32 .16Ci JI 1 JO.6JJ 5.983 19 5 
18 104,64 18,391 17 6 Jldx~ U6-l 9 2 
19 96,~a 9.21)1 9 6 29, 1.238 " l JO 94.ti23 4.20S " " 28772 4?7 1 7 

21-24 352,840 4.822 1 4 107,611 68l 06 

Total ~ 12-24 1,269.416 467.185 J6 sI 3-80.522 110.532 29 0 

Fro.: Leonard C. Marsh, &mployment Research (Toront~: 

Oxf~rd Un~v.r8i~y Press, 1935), p. 307. 
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laarn as much at home. and prov1de some help for her moth.r. 

In the absence of leglslat10n requir1ng school attendance, 

parents faIt frae to term1nate the education of their 

chlldren wh.n famlly need dlctated. 

After the elem~nt~ry stages of educatl0n. the girls who 

posse8s~d h1gher asp1rat1ons were channelled 1nto domestic 

sc: 1ence wh~r;e.1 t was hoped 'they would be exposed to 

traQlt10nai values m1xed w1th sorne more advanced technlcal , 

or manager1al sKIlls. By 1937 the teachlng of domest1c 

SC1ence was obl1gatory ln prImary schools ln Quebec. and 

l'Abbé Albert TeSSler was named as the persan in charge of 

v1s1tat1on, the person responslble ta see that the lmport-

,1 4 
ance of the famlly reta1ned Its proper emphasls. Th1S . 

type of "advanced" educatIon for young glr~s has recelved 

tw~ radlcally dIfferent assessments, both sorne years later. 

Evelyn Brown, who wrote Educating Eve, a descrIptIon of the 

'\ 
Famlly Inst1tutes~as they had evolved untll 1957, revealed 

1 

her bellefs about women and her p061t1ve assessment of the 

InstItutes when she sa1d, nIt 15 rumoured that a cordon 

bleu has ~ greater chance of lastIng happlness ln marrlage 

1 5 than a bluestocklng.~ In thelr Etude sur le r61e des 

SCIences domestIque dans la formatIon de la Jeunesse 

L'AssOcIatIon des Femmes,OlplSmées des UnIversItés took-a 

starkly dIfferent stance. ThIS stud~, publlshed ln 1964, ,.. 
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stressed the inadequacy of the educatlon provlded for young 

, '. women ln the ecoles menageres, whether the glrls wlshed to 

proceed to an lnstltutlon of higher learning or not. As the 

report pOlnted out: "Lorsqu'on songe que ces ~coles 

furen{J<.>;'subventionées régull'~rement alors queo les cOllèges 

f~minins ne le furent qu'en 1961, on peut trouver l~ 

'lément de réflexlon sur la conceptlon de ~'~ducation 

~ ; 16 
femlnlne au Quebec!~ QUlte rlgh~ly, the Unlversity 

Women ldentlfled the 11nk between fundlng and educational 

opportunltles for women ln Quebec. Obvl0usly, domestic 

,sclence was thoug'ht ta be enough for girls; college 

educatl0n was dlscouraged. 

Educatl0n ln d classlcal college was reserved for those 

who could afford lt. Soeur Salnt-Stanlslaus-de-Jésus, 

speaklng ln 1954 on the vlrtues of a classlcal educatlon, 
(' 

had to adml. t that .. nos élève s v l.ennen t Jr tou t 

, 1 7 
alse." How much more 60 must that hav been 

,,?---. 
/' ~ 

du mll1eu 

the case l.n 

the 1930 s . Althouqh there were classl.cal colleges for 

women as early as 1908, there was n~ mentlon of them ln 

the Statl.stl.cal Yearbook of Quebec untll 1940. By 1939 the 

~r of vomen attendl.ng classlcal colleges represented 

17\ of the total number of college students. Although thlS 

number of,vornen ln classlcal colleges was small, clergy and 

lay leaders feared these females who were makl.ng thelr mark 

ln the academlc world. To assuage these fears of unbrldled 
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<' 

asp~rat~on8 among women, and perhaps to malntaln a fa~ade 

of respectabll1ty, the female college~ had to Incorpora te 

te~s and other sUltable fem~nlne actlvlty beflttlng female 

. instl tut~ons inta their daily schedule. 

In her speech, Soeur Salnt-Stanlslaus-de-Jésus found 

herself having ta ]ustlfy the value of classlcal education, 

after almost flfty years of lts eXIstence, not by Wh,t lt 

did for the women who were involved ln lt, bùt by the fact 

that those who had gone to college had marrled and had 

chi Idren. 18 Even whlle these young women were beln-g 

educated, according to Marta Danylewycz, they ~ere dis-

couraged from challenglng the prescrlbed norms. Those who 

challenged th~s well-worn path were'clearly an embarrass-

ment. In 1934 Soeur Ste-Anne-Mar~eJ presIdent of the eND 

College, feit she had to apologlze when one of her students 

1 9 
applled for admIsSIon ta study medlclne. B Y 1 9 3 0 ,w 0 men 

were allowed to practlce mediclne ln Quebec, but they were 

not called to the Bar unt!l 1941. Thus the dliemma ' 

contlnued for women who trled to fIt the Image of the 

submlssive wlfe and mother but who had the ab~llty and the 

deSlre ta do more. 

Another feature of Quebec e~ementary educatIon dur~ng 

the 1930s was the predom~nance of female teachers who 

accounted for about 84\ of prlmary school staff ln the 

proVlnce~ Lay women outnumbered the nuns ~n these schools 

61 



\ 

1 

". 

throuqhout the d.cade but the gap was clos~ng as lay wo.en 

~ncreased 17' and nuns, 
20 

26%,over the ten year per~od. 

What ~s important about the femln~ne nature of the educa-

t~onal experlence of the young was the emphas~s on what 

has been called popular rel~g~on~ _ Successful lessons, 

good behavlour. cleanllness, almost anythlng that met the 

standard set by the teachers was rewarded wlth a holy card, 

a scapular or a rlbbon. Plerre Lessard has suggested the 

subtle role these practlces played ln relnforclng the whoJe 

rellglous structure for young g~rls partlcularly, Slnce 

68 

21 
they saw ln the women before them models of good behavlour. 

In thls way d~d the ~mage of women seep lnto the school 

system as weil. 

An Inhospltable Workplace 

Dur~ng the 19306 the marr~age rate decl~ned due ~n part 

to the econom~c hardshlps that made ~t dlfflcult for a man 

to assume the respons~bllity of a wife and children. 

Table 3-3 shows that the lowest marriage rate corresponded 

ta the darkest years of the Depression, 1931 to 1933. At 

the same tlme, the a~erage age at' marr~age was twenty-flve 

22 for women and twenty-nine for men. In View of the drop 

off of famale students atter age seventeen ind~cated ln 

Table 3-2, and the fact that less than haIt the flfteen year 
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TABLE 3-3: 

~ 

Marrlage Rates par Thousand Population 
1929 -.1939 

1930 ~ 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 

6.6 5.8 5.2 5.2 6.0 6.5 7.0 

Statlstlcal Yearbook of Quebec, 1934, 1944. 
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1937 1938 
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1939 
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1 
year olds were st~ll ~n school, ~t ~s reasonable to assume 

that the maJor~ty of young g~rls were looking at a ten 

year wa~t for marr~age after the~r school~ng. These'were 

the years ~n wh~ch a young woman could add to the fam~ly 

~ncome or prov~de serv~ces at home ta help her mother. 

Alternat~vely, she could become a charge on the fam~ly 

~ncome, one more mouth ta feed. Few fam~l~es ~n Quebec ~n 

the 1930a could afford ta let the~r daughters s~t ~dle 

awa~tlng a pr~nce on a steed, or a solvent man on foot. 

50, ~t la lmportant to examlne the work opportun~t~es for 

vomen and Just how vomen vere perce~ved ln the work force 

~n order to appreclate the poss~ble alterna ve provlded 

by a Ilfe ln the convent. , 

Opposltlon to women ln the wo force was not rele-

gated ta any one part~cular part of the country! or, for 

that matter ta any one country at the turn of the century. 

As Marle LaVIgne and Jenn~fer Staddart have sa~d: 

L'~nsertlon des femmes dans la productIon 
sac~ale capltallste au m€me t~tre que les 
autres travalileurs a été traltée comme un 
problème saclal auquel on a tent~ d'apporter 
de nombreuses solutlons pour l'enrayer, le 
contr61er ou m€rne l'lnterdlre. C'est dans 
un cllmat de reprobatlon Sl ce n'est d'hos­
t~llté que des mlillers de travallieuses ont 
d~ gagner leur vle. 23 

The conservatlsm of the 19206, alded and abetted by the 

Church, made no secret of where It feit vomen ought to be. 

10 

\ 
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They were to be a~ home, attentl.ve to theirl{familY'S, needs. 

Moreover, despite the need for extra family l.ncome in the 

1930s men .were begl.nning to resent the Jobs held by women 

of Quebec because of thel.r q~!ll l.nabl.ll.ty to fl.nd work. 

Women were percel.ved as l.nterlopers who were takl.ng 

pOSl.tl.ons men felt were theirs by rl.ght. Whether men could, 

or would actually perform these Jobs lS a moot question. 

One set of fl.gures for 1931reveals that 30% o~ the number 

of people- who recorded themselves as actually havl.ng 

earned a wage l.n the previous year were women. l.n-

crea~ed l.n 1941 
24 

to 35%. As a result,l.n 1935 l.n Quebec 

there was serl.OUS consl.deratloo" bel.ng gl.ven ~o a bl.ll that 

would preveot women (marrl.ed women flrst) from workl.ng who 

could not prove that they had to work to support thel.r 

famlll.es. The Francoeur blll would have requlred a woman to 

have a certl.flcate slgned by the pastor, the mayor or other 

munl~~pal offlclal statlng that she was "obllged" to work. 

Wl.thout even considering aIl the feml.nlst arguments about 

what çonstltuted thlS obligation, lt lS clear that there 

was pressure, lf not censure, on the woman who chose to 

work. As Lavlgne and Stoddart have pOlnted out: "Sl, 

pour le clerg~, le traval.l des femmes mènace l'unl.t~ morale 

qu'est la famille, pour les laïques, il remet en cause 

tout sl.mplement les rSles sexuels tradltl.Onnels au dètrlment 
(, 

du prestl.ge et de 
, 25 

l'autorl.te mascullne." Madelel.ne 
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TrQtt~er and Robert Mayer have suggested that th~s b~ll d~d 

not pass, not so much for lack of electoral support, but 

for the adm~n~strat~ve d~fflcultles lnherent ln obta~n~ng 

26 
the requ~red proof. 

Unfortunately thlS atmosphere ~ld not remove the 

n~c~ss~ty ta f~nd a means of self-support. An examlnat~on ,. 
of the reconstltuted stat~stlcs ln' Table "3-4 for the 1931 

and 1941 census 'r~eals that 42'\ of the women between 20 and 

24 years of age, and only 21.6\ of those between 15 and 19 

1 !..... 'l 

were gaanfully occupled ln 1931. These stat~stlcs lmproved 

only SllghtlY by 1941 desplte the fact that by then Canada 

waS commltted to a total war. What these flgures lndlcate 

was the dearth of opportunltles for young women ln the 

labour force of Canada even though they earned about 

1:, t e incorne rneg did. And whl1e these statlstlcr were 

Pll~d for all of Canada we may assume that they have 

half 

eom-

Sorne 

relevanee for the sltuatl0n of women ln Quebee. It was 

difficult for wornen ln Quebec to find work. 

Table 3-5 records the breakdown for the oecupatl0ns of 

those ~ortunate enough to be employed ln Quebec ln 1931 ànd 

1941 • ~urther exam1natlon ~f the' ~reas ln which most women 

were employed w111 reveal what they m1ght have expected from 

the1r Jobs. 

Lavlgne and Plnard hawe deseribed the situatl0n ln 
, 

Montreal at thlS tlme. It lS reasonable to assume that thelr 

--------_ ... ------------~--------- ----~-

... 
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TABLE 3-4: 

Age Group Population 

14-19 616 

20-24 445 

25-34 713 

35-64 1 ,406 

65 and 272 
over 

Totals 
~ 

1 4 and 

~ 
over 3,452 

Both Sexes 
Totals, 
1 4 and 

.. 

~ 
over 7,227 

~ 

;:, 

Canad1an Female Populatlon Galnfully Occupied 
and Labour Force by Age, 1931 and 1941 
(excluding Newfoundland) 

1931 
Participation 

Gainfully Labour G8lnfully 
Occupied Force Occupled 

1 33 1"63 2 l ,6 

189 21 l 42. 'i 

156 174 21 .9 

170 186 1 2 • 1 

t 

17 17 0.2 

665 751 '9.~ 

3.926 4,042 ') 4.3 

1 ~ 

... 
"" 

Rate 

Labour 
Force 

2 b . ') 

.. 47.4 

24.4 

1 L2 
\ 

b • .1. 
,} , 

2' .8 

')'5.9 

b 
Contlnued 

" ..J 
lAI 

,', 
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Age Group Popu1atl.on 

'000 

14-19 661 

20-24 512 

25-34 BB§ 

35-64 1,674 

65 and 
over 364 

Totals 
14 and over 4,097 

Both Sexes 
1 4 and over B;435 

Source: F. T. Denton 
Labour Force 

i, 

/' 

... 

Table 3~4 (contlnued) 

1941 Partlclpation 
Gainfully Labour Gainfully 
occupied Force Occupied 

'000 '000 

.,. 145 177 21 .9 

215 240 42.0 

221 247 24.9 

232 254 1 3.9 

21 21 5.8 

834 939 20.4 

4,517 4,652 53.6 

and Sylvia ostry, Historieal Est.lmates of 
(Ottawa: The Queên's Printer, 1961) , pp. , 

r-1' 

Rate 
Labour 
Force 

26.6 

46.9 

21 .,9 

15.2 

5.8 

22.9 

55.2 

the Canadian 
23-24. 

-~ 
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'! BLE 3-5. Percentage of Occupat1ons, Accord1ng 

ta Sex, l.n Quebec, 1931 , 1941 

OCCUJ: tl.on 
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d •• crlptl0~ of labour ln thlS Clty would have applled to 

other Quebec cltles or towns. For women eng&ged ln plece 

work, there ware lncredlbly long hours, sometlmes flfty or 

Slxty per week,' and.llttle pay. Accordlng te a report done 

by Mackenzle Klng ln 1898 well before hlS tlme as Prlme 

Mlnlster. le prlX accord& à un grand nombre de 

feml!\es travdlI1ant à domlcl1e, 1,1 n'y a pas de doute qU'lI 

leur auralt été lmpo6Blble de Vlvre à m~me leur gagne-paln 

, 27 
resultant de SOlxante heures de travall par semalne." 

There 16 Ilttle reason ta belleve that thlngs had changed 

substantlally Bl0ce thls~report. People who needed the 

money were the vlctlms of those who were ln a positlon to 
t,' 

~lre any number of .others to flll th~tr~places should 

they complaln. As Jacques Roulilard has suggested wlth 

speclflc reference to the cotton lndustry ln Quebec before 

1915,28 most textl1e factorles at thlS tlme were known for 

unsanltary condltlons, poor Ilghtlng, lnade'uate ventl1a-

tl0n, and the exploltat10n of some of the women who were 

wl111ng ta do anything ta get preferent1al treatment from 

the boss for themselves and the1r faml11es. Efforts were 

made at thlS tlme to un10nize, but Evelyn Dumas has 

suggested that the young girls, part1cularly'the French 

Canadlans were hard to involve ln the process because of 

the1r Iack of understandlng of what was gOlng 
29 

on. 

76 



Perhaps part of the d1ff~culty vould have been the 1nabillty 

~ of the young glrls to see themselves lnvolved ln labour more 

than a few years untl1 they marrled, or the fear 9f maklng 

thelr return lmposSlble if necessary after the blrth of 

c~lldren. Or perhaps lt vas Just a refusaI ta adapt ta the 

ex1gencles of the lndustrlal soclety, relnforced by the 

clergy's lnslstence upon the vlrtues of a rural llfe long 

after lt was economlcally feaslble. 

The largest area of employment for-wo~en was that of, 
\ 

"serVice". The headlng lB qUlte broad and lnc~uded,both 
1 

! 

domestlcs and professlonals, such as teachers. The role of 

was on the wane after the turn of the century 

except ln times of hardshlp. Lavigne and Stoddart have 

lndicated that women often made their way ta the city under 

the sponsorship of someone who wanted domestlc help. 

Frequently the parlsh prlest or the nuns ln the town were 

l> 
~ good contact for someone who sought reliable domestic 

assistance. Once ln town the domestlc often sought other 

employment because the llfe of a servant was clrcumscrlbed 

by the demands of her employers, and her personal freedom 

was curtailed. Furthermore, the work itself was consldered 

to be menial, and young glrls sought Jobs ln department 

stores wh~re, although the work was Just as demandlng, and 

oft~n the pay no better, the young girls were on thelr own 

after hours, unhampered by the often well-intentioned supér-

. . 
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v~.ion of thelr employers. Dur~ng the cr~81S, hovever, lt 

vas to the role of domestlc that many vomen returned. 

Lavlgne and Stoddart suggested that thlS was the reason for 

the reIatlvely smaii un~mployment rate among women durlng 

the depresslon compared to men. Women could always seern 

to do cleanlng or laundry even lf lt was for almost nothlng. 

As for the profess~onal slde of servlce, ln the 

proVlnce of Quebec, the rellglous comrnunltles seemed ta 

possess a vlrtual monopoly ~n the areas of social work and 

\" nurslng. ~At the tlrne there was Ilttle ~eed for secular 
\, 

,nurses, al'~OU9h a cons~derable number of young womerl - -found employment ln the hospltals as clerks or aides. 

consequently, many young women lnterested ln actual nursing 
, 
care were drawn te cons~der life as a rellglouS. In the 

~(J . 
fleld of teaching, too, young warnen were ~n competltion wlth 

the nuns. Throughout the decade of the '30s the nurnber of 

lay warnen teachers exceeded the number of nuns, but the gap 

was 

the 

clos in<il.( 
.... j 

~ 
number of 

As has been pointed out, during these years 
1-

laywomen . lncreased 17% while the number of 

nuns increased by 26%.30 At the sarne time men accounted for 

an average of 6% of the pr~rnary t~~ch~ng force and made 
-....' 

more than four tlrnes what the lay wornen did, which may weIl 

31 account for the elementary schaal's preference for women. 

Table 3-6 shows the average salar~es of Cathollc teachers 

at the tlrne. Although nuns often were pald less than the 

-
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l1a1e 

" Female 

Source: 

9> 

Il. ' 

TABLE 3-6: Average Salary of Catho1ic Lay Teachers 
~n Quebec. 1931-1939 

'31-'32 '32'-'33 '33-'34 '34-'35 '35-'36 

$1630 1603 1566 1459 1441 

$ 394 361 331 315 316 

Stat~st~cal yearbook of Quebec, 1939, 1941. 

/}~ 

'36-'37 '37-'38 

1666 1714 

337 - 40'0 

: 
~' 

-

'38-'39 

1752 

409 

-.J 
\0 
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laywomen, and possessed 11ttle or no bargain1ng power, 

they could rely on the secur~ty of their communal life. 

Despite the fact that teach1ng carr1ed sorne social statue, 

the financ1al picture for the young female teacher was 

bleak, unless she could rely on her fam1ly or f1nd an in-

expenS1ve boarding house. Consequently, the young wornen 

who were 1nterested 1n teach1ng probably gave ser10u's 

,cons1derat10n to the life 1n a teach1ng commun1ty. 

Other categor1es of labour can be assessed 1n Sirn11arr 

terrns: not much rnoney ~nd long hours 1n of ten fouI WOrk~ng~/ 
1 

cond1t10ns. Stat1st1cs, 1t should be rernembered, h1de 

? great deal of rn1sery. They also h1de another segment of 

e· 
the female p'opulation, those women who were not classified 

as gainfully employed. Many of these worked on a farnily 

farrn or 1n the home, wh1ch eX1st1ng stat1st1cal classif1ca-

tions did not cover. Wh11e this fa11ure demonstrates the 

1nadequacy of much statist1cal mater1al generated at th1S 

time, 1t also under11nes a tradit10nal att1tude to wornen 

who worked at home. On the one hand the1r contr1bu~10n was 

extolled by countless nat10na11st rhetoric1ans; on the 

o~her hand, the1r contribut10n usually went unnoticed in 

the w1der world of government and bus1ness. Not aIl the 

wornen at home, however, In h1s study of 

Sa1nt-Denis, undertaken i Horace Miner revealed 

the presence 1n families who were simply 
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.. 

part of the household. Their presence seemed to haye be.n 

secure but 1t is d1fflcult to know whether that was the1r 

flrst COlce of where or how to live. Their preference was 

probably not a cons1deratlon, ln any Case. A rellglous 

phllosophy Wh1Ch stressed submlss10n to God's wlll f~~the 
indivldual had Ilttle tlme for indlvldual complalnts and 

wlshful thlnking . Desplte the securlty, there must surely 

have been other roles percelved ~o possess more status and 

challenge than that of the splnster/aunt ln one's brother's 

home. The dlfflcult1es of this group were dlfferent from 

those ln the workforce. tut hldden. Perhaps these, too, 

pondered the rellg10us life as an alternatlve to splnater-

hood. 

The labour prospects for women in Quebec ln the 19308, 

then, were no t, very lnspiring. Marie Lavlgne and Jennifer 

Stoddart summed u~ the sltuation well ln suggesting that 

the ldeology which stressed women's dut Y to the hearth 

would never,stop the need for more lndependent women ln 

81 

labour. What the old notlons dld was to allow the emp'loyers 

to use women. Lavlgne and Stoddart explalned: 

Cependant cette ldèologie a eu aUSSl des 
~ffets r~els sur les travalileuses, car en 
caractérlsant leur travall comme marglnal 
et anormal, elle les condltlonnalt à se 
soumettre aux ln]ustices et à la dlscrlmin-
ation. . L'idéologle0dominante de la m~re 

, '''''~ d ... au foyer a favorlse le ma tlen e l'ere du 
<~heap labour» f~mlnin en oullgnant 

'-

.. ,/~' 

, ' 

\7 
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l'illéqitimit~ du trava1l fém1n1n, et 
prem1ères viet1mes de ~~tte s1tuat1on 
les travailleuses ellea-mgmes. 32 

les , ~ 

ont ete 

\, 
III tra1ned to eompete 1n even an aet1ve market economy, 

women 1n the 1930s in Quebee found themselves faclng 

contract1ng employment opportunlt1es. BeS1des the low pay 

and often wretched cond1tlons, women had to face the 

hostl11ty of unemployed men and the dlsapproval of the 

Chureh WhlCh preached submlsslon and dut y, and had diffl-

cult Y envislon1ng women as other than W1ves, mothers, or 
o 

nuns. 

An Unllkely Alternatlve to Motherhood? 

( 
The alternative to rnarrlage and/or the ernployment 

cycle was the convent. Slnee more young women chose to 

enter religlous orders dur1ng the 1930s than ever before, 

th1s alternat1ve Obvlously possessed a strong appeal. 

Flrst of'all, for those wlth career asp1rat10ns the 

rellg10us Ilfe offered an opportunlty to fulflll these 

82 

asplrat1ons, part1cularly for glrls whose famllies could 111 

afford to purchase the necessary professlonal tralning. 

The fact that soclal welfare and educatlon were under the , 

aegls of the Church created a constant demand for the nuns 

to staff Ichools, h?Spltals and other lnstltutlons. 

j 
That 

1 

< 
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they were often paid Iess than the1r Iay s1sters made them 

a boon to poor par1shes who wanted the nuns to work there. 

Even for those who d1d not des 1re a spec1fic off1ce as a 

teacher, nurse or adm1n1strator, there were places to be 
o 

f1l1ed where the y could make a valuable contr1but1on of 

serV1ce. D1spens1ng char1ty had 1tS own k1nd of appeal 

and reward. 

In a t1me when people were deal1ng w1th the uncerta1nty 

of unemployrnent the nuns were a p1cture of envlable 

secur1ty. They were never w1thout a "Job" aithough the pay 

was often negl1glble. Thelr falth seemed to generate food. 
~ 

The S1sters admlt that the '30s were ~ean years for thern 

too, but they llved ln the bellef that God would take care 

of them, and they always seemed to have something to share. 

As the agents of char1ty, the nuns often rece1ved glfts to 

share w1th others and SO, even as they stretched the1r 

resources, they were $eldom without. Furthermore. there 

was the bel1ef that sorne poor were more "deserv10g" than 

others. These were the v1ct1ms of unemployment who tried 

to f1nd work rather than charlty. In many ways the nuns 

were part of th1S group, but almost as the lntermedlar1es, 

the honest brokers, between those who had somethlng to 

share and those who were deemed worth y of the glft. In 

any case the lmage they portrayed was one of assurance and 

lack of worry. 

\ 
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The Church and relig10us commun1t1es en)oyed a certain 

power 1n Quebec l.n the 1930B. Wl.thout dl.scussing the uses 

and abuses of power ln the Church lt l.S accurate to say 

that commun1t1es shared 1n the overall "presence" of the 

Church durl.ng these years, as weIL as havl.~g the1r own areas 

of lnfluence. CommUnl.t1es owned land, somet1mes vast 

amounts of l.t, throughout Quebec, as weIL as portfoll.o 

l.nvestments Wl.thln and outslde the PrOVl.nce. They owned 

hospl.tals, schools, lnst1tutl.Ons for varl.OUS groups, and 

they adml.n1stered these. Slnce ownersh1p 1S assocl.ated 

Wl.th power 1n our soclety, the nuns were perce1ved to be 

powt;rfu 1. W1th1n commun1t1es, the practice of obedl.ence 

allowed for the electl.on of representatl.ves to handle the 

assets of the group, but the use of the pronouns "we" and 

"our" l.nd1cate that the entl.re group took a collectl.ve -
pride 1n the1r accompl1shments. 50, one hears the nuns 

sayl.ng, "ah, that was our hosp1tal," or "We own that p1ece 

of property." The same nuns would probably f1nd the 

not10n of power abhorrent, since, after aIL, 1t 1S God's 

work that they are about. St111, the power of the gioup 

anl.mated the lives of the women who belonged ta commUnl.t1es 

l.n the 19306 and the assurance that 1t suggest~d to out-

1 

s1ders was probably very attract1ve, espec1ally to young 

g1rls fac1ng an uncerta1n future. 
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Slnce the nuns believed that the{r life ltself was a 

wi~ness·to others of how to llve, they were most often 

careful to ~roJect an 1mage of a happy, harmonious 
tj 

communl ty, serene and secure .• Whether they always lived 

up to the ldeal lS relatlvely unlmpo:çtant.· The, fact 1S 

that women who watched the nuns from the tlme they were ~ 

small, sensed an overall warmth and camaraderle among the 

nuns. ThlS partlcular facet of the 11fe was doubtless a 

source of envy for those whom soclety cast in competition 

for Jobs, or for husbands. 

For those who had a fln.ely tuned "splrltual" nature, 

such as have been descrlbed as virttlosl', rellglon of"fered 

a Ilfe of plety and a 'path" that was deslgnated as pe:r;fect. 

There was more than enough rellgious rhetorlc durlng these 

years ta set certaln hearts aflame wlth noble ldeas about 

the glorlous ffilSSlon of the Church. Even ~ere such women 
1 

ta wonder about thelr raIe as mothers, cornrnunlties 
\...~ 

- 33 
provlded the notlon of "splrl tuaI motherhood" WhlCh spoke 

of the need for sorne wornen to provide food for the hungry 

Splrlts of youth ln a world that was aIl too ready to feed 
'~ ~, ?... . 

them 1tS own pOlson. The glamour, the ploneerlng and 

adventuresome splr1t of women llke Jeanne Mance that was 

held out to young women as ~odels must have lnsp1red sorne 

yo~ng glrls to see great challenge ln the rellgious llfe. 

Fot those attuned to the rhetorlc of the Church and the 
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politicians durinq these ye~rs, the reliqlous life oftered 

, attractive p08sibllltles for service to one's nation, 
c . 

provlnce, communlty, and the Church. 

The prestlqe that attended the reliqlous llfe offered 

... 
a deflnlte bonus to the'membershlp, To an observer it muat 

have seemed lmpresslve. Set apart,from others by thelr 

rellqious attlre, the nuns vere an enlqma. Slnce their 

clothinq was lntended to lnsulate them from the world's 

ways. lt was MOSt often succesaful, and the wo.en enJoyed 

the deference. lf not alvays the respect, of thoae around 

them. Although no aSplrant to the llfe would ever have 

voiced a deslre to be trea~ed 11ke the nuns. lest she be 

thouqht unvorthy. the respect ln WhlCh th' nun~ vere qen.r~ 

ally held, had ltS own appeal. 

Flnally, and not the least S19nlflcant{y. the 
" 

reli q l.,s I1fe vas a "legitlmate" :oute to a fuller life. 

·It possessed the approbation of the clergy vhose pre-

roqative lt vas ~o pass such Judgements. Blake Hl11 has 

done a study of hov sociallzation of a child leada to the 

34 
choice of rellgious 11fe. Hlil sU9qested the role of the 

home ln lendlng approval to certain occupations and thus 

encouraglnq chlldren to see them ln a posltive llght. In 

examinlng the same subJect, Suzanne Campbell-Jones aeserted 

that "emphasls on the ~s~tive value of the rellqious life 
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in the upbr1.nging 0l young Catholic g1.rls cannot be stressed 

35 
too much.- It vas a source pf conslderable fam~ly prlde, 

and often expected that ln the large French-Canadlan 
, 

fam11ie8.~-of the 1 930s, at least pne mEimber of the family 

wouidJ~-8cel.ve the calI ta the prl.esthood 'or the reliq10us 

ll.fe .. It vas thought natural that chlldren consider the 

pOSSlblll.ty of the rell.g1.ous life at some tl.me. ~ the \, 

last analysl.s, it vas seen as a sl.gn of God's favour for th. 

lnd1V1.dual and for the faml.ly. For people str1vlng for 

8l.gn8 of God's bleaslng, pre88ur~, 8ubtle or otherw1.se • ., 
~ould be brought to bear on the 1.nd1.Vldual who was thouqht 

to have the proper dlSpOS1.t10n and who would, l.n donnl.ng the 

hab1.t, become the s1.gn of God's pleasure. 

The sQc10-eeOnom1.c and rellglous cllmate 1.n Quebec ln 

the 1930s made rell.glous llfe not only a neutr~l optlon. 

one among Many, but quite an attractlve one ,for the g1.rl 

for whom any number of factors conver~ed to present her 

Wl.th a calI or vocation. These factors have too often been 

ignored ln the study of r;11g1.0US commUnl.tles beè~uoe they 

are seen a~ ~etractlng from the valldlty of the rell~louS 

vocatlon whl.ch has been descrlbed as the dlrect ln~er-

vent1.on of Gad 1.n the Ilfe of an lndlvldual. Wlthout 

rteqatlng the bel1.ef that any lndlvlduals peld about Ggd's 
"-.../! 

des1.re for th~m, 1.t lS l.mportant to study the phenomenon 

ln 1.ts hlstorlcal context and by removlng sorne of the myth, 

to recreate a more reallst1.c plcture of the group of women 

who chose rellglous communlty llV1.ng. 

'. 
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CHAPTER 4 

'THE COMMUNITY 

A Review of the Membership 
1 

r 

An examination of the socio-economic and religious 

climate of Quebec in the 1930s provides some insight into 

the apP9al of the religious" life during those years. The 

rel1gious l1fe appears to be an attr~ctive ,alternat1ve to a 

< 
shrinklng. often hostile. labour market. and to the trad~ 

- l 

1t10nal female roles of motherhood or spinsterhood. A com-

prehensive understanding of the rel1gious 11fe in its 

historical context. however. requires that we look beyond 

its appeal for the women who chose the 11fe. 
) 

To do th1S. 1t 

is possible to examine a particular group of women w~o 
~M t~ • . 

entered a religious commun~ty. By study1ng their social 

orig1ns. one can discover shared characterist1cs wh1éh might 

explain their receptiveness to the idea of religious 
~ 

community.liv1ng. and their dec1s1on to Join a commun1~Y. 

Furthermor~~ 1t 1S ~ossible to solic1t the op1n10ns of the 

w~men themselves in an effort to understand why they e~tered 

a religious community. In aIl. what should emerge 1S a more 

complete picture of this particular segment of French 

Canadian ~oc1ety in the 1930s. 
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The Communi ty 1 the young"women in this, atudy chose to 

enter was founded in 1843 ·to meet the nee'ds of the poor not 

being met ,by others. Although begun in Quebec, this 

Community spread to the eastern and western United States 

a~d western Canada in rasponse to requests by blShops for r 
assistance.~ In 195~, a Novitlate, an lnstitution for 

training ~uns, was establi~hed in Vancouver, Washlngton. 
, 

From that time onward, the young women cou Id receive thslr 

training in English, and the ethnie composition of the 

Community was more diversified. 

~ The Commu~ity ~ontinued to grow until 1954 when lts 
,,-

members~ip numbered·3,480. Graph 4-1' ind'icates the pattern 

of growth between 1924 and 1979. The graph reveals four 

di~ferent stages of growth: 1924 to 1937 was a period of 

rapid growthi between 1937 and 1954 the increase continued 

at a much slover r,\~e i after 1954 the Communl ty" s member-
.< 

\ 

ship declined slowly until 1970i the decllne ln member-

Shlp was greater after 1970. The break in the overàll 

decline after 1954 which occurred in 1970 vas the resuit of 

a reunibn of a branch of the Community that had been de-. . 
tained in Chile, en route to Washington, ln 1852 by an 

overly zealous and ambitious bishop. During the years 

examined by thlS study, 1930 to 1939, there was a net 

lncrease ln membership of 563. 
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For any period the net increase wa~ less than the 

number of entrants because of death and dep~rture of those 

choosing not ta remain in the convent. "' Graph 4-2 represents 
"1 

entered {n each of thé y~ars .betwee~ 

the many~ fluctuations, there i~ 

the number of women who 

1924 apd 1979. Despite 

overall impression of decline after, 1926. In a sense thJ.s 

is misleading because the years 1930 ta 1934 were record 

years for numbers of entrants~ The total number of entrants 

between 1930 and 1939 was '1, 61 ~. 

Since the-~rimary fccus of thJ.s study is the condJ.tJ.on 
- ~/ 

of women in Qtièbec, only those entrants who'were living J.n 

Quebec at the time of their entrance will be examined. 

Between 1930 and 1939 the Quebec members numbered 1,229 or 

76% of the total number of entran~s to the Community. 

Table 4-1 shows the number of entrants from Quebec and those 

who ~ntered from outside the province. Sorne of the latter 

were French speakinr and made the1r Novit1ate in Montreal, 
1 

but, like the rest, they will be excluded because they had 

not experienced the religio-political atmosphere that 

existed in Quebec at the time. ' 

Entrants were Jelected for 
\ 

examJ.nation because they 

actually chose a religious Iffe, wh~ther they continued in 

their choice or not. They wil,l be cOlt!pared throughout the 

study ta the group who contJ.nued in the IJ.fe and professed 
""""'" 
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Entrants from 
Quebec 

Entrants from 
Outside Quebec 

Total entrants 

., 

" 

TABLE 

'30 

148 

43 

191 

4-1 : Entrants ta 
at Entrance, 

' 31 '32 '33 

129 140 127 

63 50 50 

192 190 177 

" 

./ 

the Community by Residence 
1930-1939 

'34 '35 '36 '37 

fi 

153 140 100 96 

,39 33 32 28 

, 
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final vowe, those who made their initial choice permanent. 

Jable 4-2 shows the number of entrants ,who went on to make , 

final vows. The profession of final vows followed a period 

kn~wn as "formation", ,or initiation into the life of the 

Communl.ty. 

The formation process began when the young woroan 

]oined or entered the ~munity. To enter~ a woman Rad to 

make app1l.cation to the ~unl.ty and supply a character 

reference from her pastor, ~ell as gl.ving evidence, of~ 
reasonably good hea1th. The hea1th restriction seems to 

have been wal.ved or overlooked for certa~n individuals 

because of comments in severai of the necrologies indicating 

the almost constant ill health of so~e members. Neverthe-

less, it WàS reasonable to expect that those who came would 

be fit to work and free from contagion. Particularly feared 
l:t 

was tuberculosis. T~e Cbmmunity also sought assurance that 
c 

there was no history of mental disturbance or serious l.11-

ness in the family. Genera1ly, the young woman was required 

te show proof of "legitimate" birth. Thoae enforcing these 

regulation~, however, seem to hâve had discretl.onary powers 

since the records and the necrologies give evidence of 

exceptions. 

During these years, many communities requested a dowery~ 

their entrants. Offrcially this Community had a $300. 

o 

.' 
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TABLE 4-2: 
ft 

Entranxs Who Professed F~~al Vows, 
1930-1939 

'30 ' 31 '32 '33 '34 '35 '36 '37 

, 
Entrants from 148 129 140 127 153 140 100 96 
Quebec 

Professed 87 60'" 68 75 79 90 56 50 
"" Final Vows 
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dowery listed as a requirement. In fact, though, the Sl~t.r8 

claimed that it was never an impediment for an ~ndividual 
" 

who la~ked the funds. Moreover, this Community had no 

set'educational requiremerrts, p~ob~bly becau~e their work 

among the poor did not require an extens1ve educat10nal 

trai~ing. " The virtual lack of a dowery and educational 

" 
restrictions made the eommun1ty access1ble ta any level of 

society. 
, 

Once a young girl had entered, she spent not less than 

six months in what was called the postulancy. This stage 

required some work with the Com~unity, and .instruction on 

prayer and the religious life. The amount of work varied 

with the needs Q% the Community"at the time. If the 

cand1date gave evidence of willingness ta proceed, and of 

suitability, she was allowed ta receive the habit at the 

clothing ceremony. Thi s marked the -b~ginning of the 

novitiate, a period of one year required by Church law ta 

ensure that the young woman was given sufficient time to 

understand the specifie rule governing the~ life of the 

Community, and the nature of the commitment she would make 

by vow at the end of the year. The nov1tiate was a time of 

strict separation from any extern~+ contact, either with 

fami~y or with other n~ns. I,t was' l.ntended ta make the 
o 

woman dependent on God, and to test her abilîty ta live 

away from her family and friends . ... 

cf 

\ 

> 
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Following the novitiate, the young girl professed her 

first vows and topk a new nama. This was a sign of har 

willingness to leav~. the world "and her old identity bahind. 

She was allowed to make suggest10ns about the name, but the 

final choice was the Super10r's. The nama was often either 

on& of the parents', and when possible, the father's, as 

a sign' of respect and recognition of the gift of the1r 

daughter to the Community. After the ceramony the girl was 

sent to live in one of the houses of the Community. 

'Usually she engagad in regular duties, unless she was asked 

to ~tudy for some specifie task. This was a ,period of 

probation to determine whether the woman could live a 

religious life. The individual was carefully supervis~d by 

her superiors during this t1me. After three years, the 

nun requested to be allowed to make final vows. If the head 

of the Commun1ty, on the adv1ce of her councillors and the 

superiors, under whom the woman had lived, agre~d, the nun 

would be allowed to profess final vovs. At any t1me up to 

.. this point, if the woman were deemed to be negligent in 

fulfilling her obl1gations, she could be asked to leave, and 

requ1red to do so. Likewise, 1f the woman wished to leave, 

she could do so, at any time in the postulancy or novitiate, 

or at the expiration or d1ssolution of the" temporary vows. 
, 

( , 
After final vows, a nun côuld 'be dismissed for very grave 

r 
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breaching of her vovs. She could leave only with special 

permission from the Church. Until the 1960s fev left 

after final vovs because there vas cons1derable st1gma 

attached to such a ch01ce. much like d1vorce. 

~ 

Sources of Data 

The data on th1S group of entrants vere gathered from 

the register of the Community vh1ch recorded the names of 

aIl those who entered. regardless of the length of the1r 

stay. Th1s reg1ster conta1ns the names of the parents. 

inelud1ng the mother's ma1den name, the entrant's place of 

b1rth, her place of resl.dence at entrance, and the dates .~ 

on wh1ch the 1nd1v1dual progressed from one stage to ; .. 
" another l.n her tral.n1ng prl.or to fl.nal vows. It records the 

re11g1ous n4me of the l.ndl.vl.dual l.f she professed vovs, 

the father's occupat10n, the names or 
". 2 

numbers of any 

blood s1s~er6 in the Commun1ty, and somet1mes educat10nal 

data such as degrees obtained. From th1s material a 

social profl.le of the group can be dravn. 

Theae data were augrnented bY. a quest10nnal.re devised 

to f1nd out what the vornen were dOl.ng between the end of 

their schooll.ng'and the t1rne they entered the Comrnunl.ty; 

to secure a clearer pl.cture of thel.r family's social 

( 
pos1tiôn; to d1scover what the vornen read or saw or heard by 

• 



... 

( 

f~ 
;" 

J . ' 
/' 

of enterta~nment i to )stabl1Shl1 a better ldea of the exte,nt 

of k1n t1es w1th1n ~e Communlty and wlth other commun-
/' 

1t1esi and f~n~~~ to hear from the women tbemselves why 

they chose ~~; rel1g10us 11fe as 11ved ~n th~s pa~tlcular lU , fil, 

C~~~fi::~'(See Append1X r.1 ~ 
l To obtaln a sa~ple of the opln1ons of the SlSt rs w 
~ . 

~. 

entered the Communlty between 1930 and 1939, five hundred 

quest16nnalres weré sent to t~e Archlves of the Communlty 

,Wh'~~:':'V1St agreed to d1Str·,bute. After secunng 

the necessary perm1ss10n from the Communlty leaaershlP ta 

dlstrlbute the questlonnalre at large, the Slster Arch~vlst 

expressed sorne m1sg1vlngs about how weIl such a questlonn-

alre would be recelved. ThlS Slster has held posltl0ns 

of responslblllty wlthln the Communlty over the years and 
, ' 

seemed to have a good sense of how the membershlp would, 

ln fact, respond. 

The flrst dlstrlbutlon of the questl0nnalre resulted 

ln close ta one hundred résponses. It also conflrmed the 

~rchlvlst's SUsplcl0n about the reactlon of the Slsters. 

She noted at the tlme that many were partlclpatlng ln 

ho!~day (Chrlstmas) actlvltles and sa were busy. She aiso 

felt thai she could not glve the questlonnalre ta the 

lnfirm who numbered about seventy. The greatest dlffi-

cult y, however, was< ~he mlsg1vlngs of many who wanted to 
'{ 

J 
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protect the name of the Community from any poss1ble d1S-

tort10n, and who could not be persuaded of the conf1dential-

ity of the study. These rafused to f1l1 out the 

'questl.'Onna1re. 

A second attempt was'made to so11clt responses when 

the Commun1ty held a large meetlng of 1ts membersh1p. 

People from outs1de the Motherhouse, as weIl as sorne from 

with1Q who had not had a chance to complete the questl.onn-

'~l.re, dl.d so. 
, , The end resu1t was that one hundred and 

.r 
~orty-nl.ne questl.onnal.res were returned. Of 't he seo n e w a s 

spol.led- _beca~se 1 t. d1d not have a date of entrance recorded. 

Twenty-fl.ve respondents entered bafore 1930, and fifty-

n1ne after 1939. S1xty-four women who entered between 

1930' and ,1939 answered the quest10nn~\1re ; Sl.xty-olle of 
- ", 

these entered from Quebec and so are part ~the group be1ng 

stud1ed. 

Às has been recorded, 679 of the orl.g1nal 1,229 

'~entrants professed f1nal vows. (Thl.S 1S obvl.ously the 

only group who could answer the questl.Onna1re.) Sub-

sequently, forty-seven of these left the Community, and as 

of November ,1982, 118 of the rest had d1ed. Therefore, 

of the total orl.gl.nal group 514 were st1l1 all.ve and 1n 

the Communl.ty 1n November 1982. Of these, 124 vere l{sted 

as res1dents 1n the Motherhouse complex, l.n varl.OUS 

commUnl.t1es, at the last pub11cat10n of the placement of 
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1 
personnel. Sinée there is no set date for the changing of 

res1dence, this number could fluctuate somewhat. 

of tHe 124 were llsted as belonglng to the Inflrmary group 

and so would not have had the questl0nnalre dlstributed to 

them. Therefore the slxty-one respondents reflects a 

reasonably good response from the Motherhouse. and those 

who attended the Communlty meeting at which the questl0nna1re 

was clrculated. ThlS material, then, lS the basls for the 

~ 
dlScusslon that follows. 

Recrultment of New Hembers 

Recru1tment was the process by WhlCh the Community 

secured new members and assured ltS contlnued eXlstence. 

The process lB a dellcate issue Slnce most communltles 

vlew the acquisltion of new members as a slgn of God's 

approval of the work of the Commun1ty. Hence recrultment 

lS sometlmes shrouded ln mystery. Encouragin9 new members 

had to be do ne in such a way as to leave no doubt that the 

lnltlatlve was God's. Nevertheless, there was a sense of' 

prlde for the nun who was followed lnto religlon by one or 

other of her protegées, those who were 91ther taught by the 

nun or who worked wlth her and who were known to take a 

speclal lnterest ln the nun, V1s1tlng her and offering her 

sorne attentl0n, often ln the form of glfts. Although such 



lia1sons were not heralded, in the lightn1ng-swift 

commun1cat10n system of the closed group, most people knew 

who was "responsible" for whom. 

Recru1tment took place 1n several ~ays. Perhape the 

most ObV10US was contact w1th the nuns and fam1liar1ty with 

their hfe. In terme of th16 Community alone, in the 19306, 

they had 49 houses 1n 31 centres 1n Quebec. A "house" was 

an estab11shment of the Commun1ty 1n wh1ch from severai 

to hundreds of nuns l1ved together. and engaged 1n some 

char1table work. The '''house fi could be a hosp1 tal, school 

or other large 1nstitut10n to accommodate the poor; or, 1t 

could be a residence for the nuns who went out 1nto the 

Cpmmun1ty to work. Table 4-3 indicates the d1str1bution of 

1 
the house~ 1n Quebec . The larges~ number of the nuns worked 

. 1n'urban centres where many members were requ1red to staff 

the large commun1t y -op:;,ted 1nst1tut10ns. 

spread throughout the rural ~reas 

Nevertheless, 

nuns were of Quebec as 

weIl. Most of the houses. w1th four exceptions, Were 

located along the North Shore of the Sa1nt Lawrence. Not 

surpr1s1ngly, most of the new recru1ts came from the same 

area although there were sorne pockets of entrants from the 

Eastern Townsh1ps. 

3 Bernard Denault suggested that 1n the nineteenth 

oentury convents ansorbed excess women. In the 19306 there 

were more women than men in the c1t1es and sorne count1es 

105 
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TABLE 4-3: 

Type of Centre 

Cities 

Towns 

Villages 

Distr1but1on of the Houses of the Community, 
1930-1939 

Number of Centres' Number of Housea 

7 25 

5 5 

5 5 

Centres not large enough 14 14 
for incorporation 

Totals 31 49 

.. 
• 0 

C 
0\ 

e-
'-
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o 
recorded surplus&s of women. The entrants came from some 

of these ~dunt1es but these were als~ centres w1th large 

li 4 " 
numbers of nuns. Therefore a good part, at least, of the 

surplus of womery was nuns, nat Just unattached females. 

The nature of the Commun1ty's work was a factor 1n the 

process of recru1tment. In the urban centres, 11ke 

Montreal wh1ch had seventeen estab11shments, the nuns were 

to be found 1n every facet of aîd to the'poor and were 

part1cularly obv1ous 1n their hosp1tals and refuges for 

the poor and d1sposed, such as the soup kitchen. sensit1ve 

to the calI of charity and caring for the poor, gLrls could 

see the nuns in action, and many had actually assisted the 

nuns before entering. Twenty-one of the th1rty-three 

quest1onna1re respondents who recorded work1ng prior to 

entrance. had some contact with the nuns. (Appendix 

p. 160.) 

In the towns, villages, and amaller centres, the nuns 

were/not as numerous, but the1r presence ~aa felt very much 

by the people. One of the maJor worka of the commun1ty 

IV; • 
was v1s1t1ng the homes of those 1n need. In the absence 

of doctors and undertakers, the nuns were called both to 

adm1niater to the s1ck and the deceased. It was .the Sisters 

who prepared bodies for burial, and who often stayed through 

the n1ght at the home of the deceased for the wak~. In 

areas like these, the nuns were an 1mportant part of the , 

107 
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soc~ety and were held 1n h1r 1 regard by those who bene-

f~ted from the1r m~n~Btry. ;1rla also met the nuns at the 

schools set up to meet the. lucat10nal needa of the young 

people of any area. In ,"man areas these schoole were 

resl.dent1al. There were fo' 'teen such schools for gl.rIa 

operated by th1s Commun1ty, :en of wh1ch were located 1n 

the areas not large enough >r C1V~C l.ncorporat10n. Bes1des 

contact w1th the nuns in th, coromun1ty, gl.rls whose parents 

wanted them to recel.ve sorne -,nstruct1on, got to know the 

nuns who were teach1ng ~n t ! schools. 
, 

Mere contact with the n' lS, be1ng aware of them 1n the 

:0 st/pa:'s\ ve 'forro of ~crui t­
\ 

community, was probably the 

ment, and the nuns were awa ! ,of the need to make a good 

impress10n. More direct me, lS cone~sted of vocation days 

held ~n the schoole rurl by le nuns as often as once a 

month. At th~B t1me the g~ ,s were 1nstructed t~ ask 

themsel ves whether or not t ly f el t tha t God was call1ng 

them to the 11fe. How, the m~ght ask, were the y to know? 

Essent1ally, if they felt d lwn to the life of the nuns 
, 

they knew, if they had good leai th and a wllll.ngnes s to 

sacr1f1ce a home and family 'or God, then they would be 

encouraged to pursue the quo itlon further, either through 

talking w1th one of the nun • ~r wl.th the1r pastor. Hav1ng ( 

the opportun1ty for th~s re .ection made the cholce of 

, 
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J 
religious life a real one for many girls. It requ1res 

Iittle imag1nation to p1cture the thriii for a yQung girl 

of having one of the nuns ask her personally to consider 

the 11fe. The feeling of importance. of being chosen. may 

weIl have been electr1fying. Clearly. contact w1th members 

of the Commun1ty was an 1mportant element of recru1tment. 

Added to th1s more d1rect approach to recru1tment. was 

the fact that many of the nuns had relat1ves 1n the 

Commun1ty. Women who had s1sters 1n the order were 1nd1cated 

1n the Regl.ster. Over the ten year period. 218 women or 

18\ of aIl the entrants had a sl.ster 1n the Commun1tYi 22\ 

of the group who professed fl.nal vows had a Sl.ster in the 

group. The regl.ster does not l.nclude any other relatl.ve or 

any other community. The qüestiopnaire. however. revealed 

that of sixt y-one respondents. only eleven sal.d that they had 

\ no one, nel.ther a relatl.ve nor a frl.end. 1n a rell.g10us 

commun1ty. '(Append1X, p. 161 .) It 1S reasonable to assume 

that the l.nfluence of kl.n was considerable. People who had 

personal exper1ence of the Il.fe through a relatl.ve were 

doubtless more apt to )01n themselves. Although some 

resant the 1ntl.matl.on that younger gl.rIs merely iml.tated 

the1r oider s1sters, there is the possibility that the 

same home environment could have encouraged more than one 

member of the faml.ly to look favourably on the rel1g10us 
" 

I1fe. 

, 



Perhaps hav~ng a s~ster, or other rélat1ve, in the 

Community added another 1ncent1ve. 'Isolat10n of the member-

sh1p from fam11y and fr1ends was one means of controlling 

5 
membersh1p ment10ned by Helen Rose Fuchs Ebaugh. Th18 

1so1at10n took the form of restr1cted v1s1t1ng and 11mited 

letter wr1t1ng outs1de the conv~nt. For many the strain 

of th1s 1s01ation was somehow m1t1gated by /he presence 

a relat1ve 1n the group. It should be understood that 

811ence was the norm 1n convents dur1ng these years; the 
, 

nuns spoke to each other only 1n case of need, OF dur1ng 

of 

recreat10n for an hour 1n the evening. They did not have 

occaS10n to spend much, lf any, t1me conversing w1th each 

other. The focal p01nt of 1nteraction in the house was 

the super10r through whom aIl requests were chanoelled. 

" Th16 was another form of control 1ntended to limit the 

lnd1Vldual'sc relat10nshlps w1th others in order to con-

centrate' on he,r relat~'onshlp w1th God. Furthermore, when 

aIl that entrants could expect from outs1de was one half-
1 

hour V1S1t a month w1th thelr parents, the presence of 

a fam1ly member on the "lns1de" must have been a bocn. 

Even if vls1tlng vere not permltted very often, Just the 

knowledge that one was not alone ln an organization would 

have been reassuring. So, a k1n connection also 8eems to 

be operative in sorne lndiv1duals' ch01ce of community. 

11 0 
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This study is based on the assumpt10n that recruitment 

1S susceptible to natural, as weIl as supernatural, 

111 

explanation. This 1S clearly not how the nuns themselves saw 

the1r choice of the religious life. In the questionnaire, 

when the nuns were asked who suggested the religious life 

to them, twenty-e1ght of the f1fty-nine who answered said 

emphatically that God was the one who had given them the 

vocat10n. (Append1x, p. 161.) The 1ssue may be s1mply one 

of language. For the nuns, to suggest that_.~he1r calI to 

rel1g10us 11fe was a function of the economy or latent 

amb1t10n may seëm to detract from the validity of the1r 

dec1sion. On the other hand, to 1ns1st that the calI from 

God cornes to the ind1vidual in a vacuum 1S urireal. The 

issue 1S a sensitive one. Wit~out any attempt to ~enigrate 

the sp1r1tual val1dity of the1r vocational decision, this 

study s1mply endeavours to exam1ne those natural factors 

which can be sèen as med1ating this calI from God to the 

indivl.du,al. There is no intent to )udge either the faith 

of these people,"o! the expression of it. 

When asked by the questionnaire why they had chosen the 

rel1gious 11fe in general, t1fty-e1ght of sixt y-one 

an~wered, and thirty-seven of these specif1cally mentioned 

the calI to serve God. 'V,ocation " '''or the calI of God in'" 

one's l1fe, has been an important concept 1n the Church 

over the years because it is bel1eved that God has a 
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specific desire for each individual. 
D 

Throughout adolescence, 
!>:::':" 

young people were encourag-ed by the clergy, their teacher"s, 

and parents to discover what God wanted them to be. For 

the young woman the choice was not career oriented. 
1 

Rather, 

girls were encouraged to exam1ne the married, single or 

religious state. The emphasis, 1n any case was on mother-

hood, phys1cal Or spiritual. Thus the nuns' response that 

they w~re answering a calI from God is entirely consistent 

1 

witl)· the re11gious atmosphere of the time. It also reflects 
.\1. 

a certain sensitivity about the nature of their ch01ce, 

that it is 'of God', and not a 'natural' phenomenon. 

Even so, this does not explain why the women chose this 

particular community. When asked thjs question, fifty-six 

of s1xty-one nuns answered. The answers fell into three " 

categories. Twenty-three df the ,women said that they were 

1mpressed by the d1vesity of the work of the Commun1ty. 

For them the nature and scope of the work seems to have been 

important. Twenty-three others were more exp11c1t. They 
, 

spec1ficalFy mentioned that ~hey were drawn to the serV1ce 

of the poor. The concepT of the "poor" 1S interesting 

because of the ~mo~~~mant1c not10n~ that surrounded 

those who were suJfering. This work, while it had its 

valid place, also had a c~~tain appeal at a time when there 

wàs à gre?t deal of obvious poverty. The remaining twenty-

four mentioned either a relative, a friend, a teacher, or 



( 

(. 

( 
, ) 

~ 

c-
c 

,1 

~~ 

some o~her" posi ti ve persenal_contact with the nuns. Thus 

the questionnaire resul.ts seem to corrobor,ate the basic 

methods of recruitment: 
\ 

contact and kin. They also 

suggest a recepti~ity to certian current ideas about 

service to the poor, and the intervention of God in 

indi vidual lives. 

Socio-Econom1c Background of Entrants 

An exam1nation of the socio-econo~ic character of 

entrants to this Community provides a further insight into 
,'\ 

its appeal f~r '~ertain young French Canadian g1rls in the 

1930s. By an'alyz1ng the socio-economic background of "t,he 

èntrants, one may see which,segments of society wefe 

a~tracted to this COfflmunity and why. In the 1930s the 

social status 'of a woman in Quebec, and indeed ~lsewhe~, 

in Canada, depended l'argely,upon tha't of her father or 

husband, for it was his occupation which indicated the 
o 

social 'standing of a fa~iIy. Althou'gh working women, w}',ves 

try'a daughters, 

f amily income, 

bread-winner. 

May have co~tributed ~ater1ally to the 

-..... '" the husband or father waa usually the chief 

According to the popular not10n of the time, 

women' were to ahare the accomplishments, and therefore "t,he 
1: 

statua of the men in their lives. For women, thereforeJ 

----

11 3 
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their stat~s was Il ascribed Il rather, than "achieved ~ ~ 6 ln the 

case of this Communi ty, a woman, regardless, of her age or 

employment, was thought of as someone's daughter. It is 

necessary, then, to determine the status of the fathers 

of the entrants. 

Social status can ~e viewed from different perspectives. 

de Jocas and Rocher cite the sociologist P. Sorok~n's three 

principal scales of social stratification: "the'econoll\ic, 

the political, and the occupational .. ,,7 The first 

~bviously deals with the amount of money or financial'power 

one posses ses. For the purpose of this study, the ,economic 

classificat~on is useless because of the lack of data on 

the financial sifuat~on of the entrants. The poli tical 

class~flcation refer~ to the posit~on in the community 

one derives from his political aff~liations or public 

office. Again there is no such lnformation on the entrants 

or their fathers. Moreover. as de Jocas and Rocher point 

out, in ,Most societies occupatiop is one of the maJor 

8 determlnants of social status. Quite s~mply, people are 

ranked on a soc~al scale according te the work the y do. 

The fathers of the entrants to the Community w111 be 

examined according to the~r occupational classifications. 

Graph 4-3 represents the occupations of the fathera 

of the entrants according to the classifications used by 

9 de Jocas and Rocher. Theae groupings were chosen because 

1 14, 
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the y .were among the first ~o be set for French Canada and 

.. _ perhaps reflect a view closer to that of the 19308 than 

~resent cIass1fications. It i8 also possiole to compare 
, 

these figures with those of Leonard C. Marsh whose study 

d f ' . d 11 ates rom thlS per10 . de Jocas' categories reflect a 

hierarchy based o~ eaucation and the occupations to which 

1 t led. The groupings also indicate the hlgher status 
. ,. , 

accorded to those who were involved in ~ecision makïng or 

a supervlsory capac1ty. An examination of Graph 4-3 \ 

reveals a large concentration of farmers' daughtera among 

those who ]olned the Community in the period under study. . , 

The percen,tage of f armers' daughters increases from 44'.4\ to 

50.5\ among those who professed fin~l vows. If one adds to 

farmers' daughters th9se of the "blue collar" element, the 

dauqhters of farmera and the working class represent 85.6\ 

of the entrants to the Communlty. Clearly, thlS Community's 

MOst fertlle recrult1ng ground was the farmlng and blue 

collar segment of Soclety. 

Before the'se fl.gures are consl.dered alone. it is 

instructl.ve to compare them wlth Leonard Marsh's flgures 

of the occupatl0nal structure of the Quebec male populatlon 

durlng the Greà't Depressl0n. Marsh's fl.gures are for the 

year 1931. Table 4-4 shows that the .fathers of t,he entra~ts 

'" are underrepresented in both the whlte and blue collar seq-

( 
ment of the population. The dau4hters of farmera are over-
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TABLE 4-4: 

" 

Fathers of Entrants 

Quebec Males 

• 
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Comparison of Fathers of Entrants to General 
Male Population of Quebec, According to 
oecupation~l Group12: 

'-.. 
White Collar Blue Collar Farmers 

14.36 41 .24 44.4 

21 .6 50.4 27.5 
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represented 1n terms of the general population. 

Several conclusions can be drawn from these f1gures. 

The relatively few daughters of profess1onals is no surprise; 

it 1S but a funct10n of the recruitment pattern already 

discussed. S1nce th1s Community worked among the urban poor 
~ 

and d1spossessed 1t had few contacts w1th the daughters of_ 

professionals. S1milarly 1tS lack of a prestigious 

academic 1nst1tut1on made it unl1kely that 1t would attract 

women w1th h1gher educat10nal asp1rat10ns. There was also 

a subtle hierarchy among the var10US communlties reflective 

of the soc1al status of the membership, and th1S commun1~, 

w1th its high percentage of rural recru1ts, was not among 

the elite. 

Not only 1S the professional element underrepresented 

1n the Commun1ty, but aiso the sk11led and semi-sk11Ied, 

or the blue collar element. Along w1th the destitute, th1s 

is the group that the nuns worked w1th 1n the c1ties. On 

the surface it would seem that the daughters of the blue 

collar workers or the d1spossessed would have a great deal 

to ga1n by enter1ng the Community. For those who were 

strugg11ng to keep a11ve during the Depression, however, 
, \ 

work could be aIl consum1ng. The descr1ption by Gail 

Cuthbert Brandt and Jacques Rouillard of the cotton 

industry, for example, showed how g1rls were absorbed by 

the 1 3 
1ndustry at an early age. Their stud1es suggest that 

1 

~ 
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the daughters of the poor were needed to support their 

fam~11es and that they had 11ttle t1me for higher aspira-

t19ns, even those represented by a re11g~ous commun1ty. 

Ne1ther end of the occupat1onal scale, then, has a S1g-

n1f1cant representat10n in th~s Commun1ty. 

The overabundance of farmera' daughters sug~ests several 

things. F~rst of all, farm1ng lS near the bottom of the 

status scala created by de Jocas and Rocher. Th~s 1S not, 

however, how farmera were descrlbed 1n the nat~onalist~c 

rhetor1c of the 1930s. At that time farm1ng was character-

1zed by the pol~t1clans and clergy as a noble occupat~on. 

Farmers were praised for the~r p1ety and patr1ot~sm. They 

also heard the1r call1ng 11nked by the clergy to God's will, 

His plan for the French Canadian nation. Ultimately, 

farmers had to reconclle th1s glorious p~cture w1th the 

stark econom1C reality. Between 1929 and 1933, the worst 

ye~rs of the Great Depress10n for the farmers of Quebec. 

the groGs value of agricultural production was reduced by 

40\ of the 1929 flgure. By the end of the de cade the gross 

value Was st111 only 75% of the 1929 figure and the number 
~ 

of occupled farms had ~ncreased by 14\ over th~ 1931 
, 4 

total. 

One m~ght expect a deep cyniclsm to be the response of 

lmpoverlshed farmers to the1r "glorlous" heritage, and 

lndeed there 19 some reason to belleve that that cyn1c~sm 

was there and smoldering in the 19306, to burst into flame 
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later Ln the century. The image, however, did inspire the 

daughters of the farmers, who seem to have been particularly 

receptive to the lnstructlon of the clergy and to popular 

re11gious sentlment. Girls who saw the nuns as responding 

to God's calI to preserve thé traûitional re11glous values 

of the Frejch Canadian people ,- probably 11nked thelr 

asp1ratlons, whether occupational or re11gious, to the 

re11gious life. 

Furthermore. at a time when capital and business had 

fa11ed, and when cities housed large numbers of unemployed, 

the farmera appeared to have a relatively stable 11fa. The 

attractl0na of the city had waned because of the Depression, 

and glrls were less likely to set off for the Clty when many 
1 

who had been there were forced to return to the farm. 

Farmers' daughters, accustomed to hard work, and lacKlng 

urban aophlstlcation, found the transition to communlty life 

reasonably free from trauma. In the con vent they found 

a 11fe not very arlng and working 
"...-' 

together that had character~d their home I1fe. In a 

real sense, the y had been lrotected rom sorne of the con-

fus10n and unsettling ideas_ to found in the clties. 

Generally, the entrants came from large familles. The 

questionnaire- re~ealed a range in the number of children 

from two to nineteen. The we1ghted average family Blze was 

120 
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8.8 members and the median was nine. SlX of the sixt y-one 

questionnalre respondents were the eldest ln their famllies. 

eleven the youngest, reflective perhaps of a g~eater need 

for the eldest to help at home. Famlly.positl0n does not 

seem to have been a factor 1n the cholce for rellgl0us 

Il.fe. (Append1X, p. 159.) 

Mention has already been made of the fact that this 

Communi ty dl.d not sponsor a prestigl0us academic ,l.nstl. tt\tion, 

and that lt dld not requlre a speciflc level of education 

of l.ts entrants. Consequently, the educatl0nal background , ' 

of the entrants refiects the divers~ty of occupations 

~ngaged ln by the nuns, and the educational requirement~ 

of those occupatlons. Of those who answered the questionn-

alre on the subJect of education prior to entrance, 30% 

lndlcated that they had a prlmary educatl.on. A further 20% 

", l.ndicated levels of schoollng up to a twelfth year. These 

would probably have been ln ~he "'coles m'nag~res"J For 

women thlS type of education was not intended to lead them 

to hlgher academlc study. Another 41\ ll.sted varl0US 

certlficates that entltled them to teach and 3\ had taken 

commercl.al courses l.n secretarial work. (AppendlX, P.159.) 

The educatlonai levei of thlS group could not be considered 

exceptional because most women had little formai educatl.on, 

since school was not mandatory untl.l 1943. As for the 

women who held teachlng,certificates, these could be 
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----. obta1ned e1ther as part of one's regular classes after the 

elementary grades. through a local scho~l board. or by 

attend1ng a normal school. In any case the cert1f1cate 

represen~ed maie what one m1ght calI vocat1onal "traln1ng" 

rather (than hlgher educatl0n. Thus. the academic back­

ground ~f the entrants to the Commun1ty ln the 1930s 

reveals qU1te an average group of women. They were 

l1terate. though not 11kely overly lntellectual. Not 

surpr1singly they would have been the part of the popula-

tion at WhlCh was dlrected much of the clergy's lnsplra-

tlonal rhetprlc. Because of 'the relatlve secur1 ty of their 

soc10-econom1c background. they were also more llkely to 

be able to respond to lt. Their presence 1n the re11g10us 

11fe 1ndipates that the y d1d. 
" 

Thus the socio-economlc character of the young women 

seemB to have been a factor ln the1r wlilingness to enter-

ta1n the prospect of a rellglous vocatlon and to be able to 

choose thls 11fe. Deflnitely th~ SOClo-economlC background 

of the entrants reflects the sphere of work and the presence 

of th1s Communlty in Quebec. and lt relnforces the already 

rural emphaSls ln the membershlp of the Community ltself. 

122 
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The Age Profile 

Soc1al standards exist in most communities which govern 

the l~fe cycle of 1ts members from b~rth to death. The age 

of 'school entry, and departure, the commencement of employ-

ment, or marr1age, 1S enforced, sometimes by law, often 

by custom. These expectat10ns are frequently the result 

of soc~0-econom1C factors, but the expectat10ns themselves 

take on the we1ght of soc1etally approved norms. For 

~xamplê, an average age of marri age of 25 1S a mere statis-

tic expla1nable by any number of 80c1al or economic 

phenomena. To the parents of a 15-year-old who wants to 

marry, or the parents of a 35-year-old who has not yet 

"found" 
i 

someone, the norm has a far different s1gnificance 

even if the statistics are unknown. Exam1ning the ages 

at Wh1Ch people make certain life ch01ces, then, can reveal 

someth1ng about the s1tuat10n from wh1ch they corne. 

The age at wh1ch women chose rel1gious life off ers an 

ins1ght 1nto how women perce1ved their choice, whether 

they viewed 1t as the1r f1rst ch01ce, or their last hope, 

with opt1rn1sm andenthus1ast1c 1dealism, or pan1C. The' 

min1mum age for an entrant was s1xteen. Canon law required 

that an ind1v1dual be at least twenty-one to profess 

Final Vows. There does not seem to have been a maX1mum 

( 
age. Graph 4-4 reveals that, of the 1,229 entrants to the 
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o 
Community in the 1930s, 84\ were between the ages of 16 and 

24. Exam~nation of censal material for the samè period 

indicates that between 1931 and 1941 this age group 

accounted for about 31 % of the female population' of the 

province of Quebec. Untii the age of 19 almost 97\ of the 

young women were unmarried; by 24 years, th~s percent age 

15 decreased to 70\. Still, with an average age at marri age 

of 25~6 during these years for women, the group of entrarits 

was drawn from the largest group facing an important life 

h
. 16 

c Ol.ce. 

t, 

While the median age at entrance over this period was 

the wel.ghted average age was 21.3. ~he f ac t that 

of 25-29 year-oids accounted for about 14\ of 

aIl helped to keep the average a little higher. 
-9 

ver 29 years represented only 3% of the population 

of entrants ~n the \' 30s as compared to '36\ of the female 

populat~9n' l.n 1931 and 40\ in 1941. 

There are severai reasons for the age pattern of the 

entran ts. During this time women were bel.ng especially 

prepared f or, the role of wi f e and mother. For most, there 

was a considerable perl.od of wal.ti~g because of the tendency J 

to marry at a later age ~n the 1930s ~n the face of the 

diffl.cult economl.e situation. The f act that so many 

entrants came from the age group 16 to 24 ~ndicates that 

( 
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it was at least a reasonable first cholce and not the 

result of wldowhood, or a panlc over the absence of a mate. 
o ) 

\ For the most part these young women had thelr entlre llfe , 

ahead of them. 

Another ~actor operatlve.,durlng thlS perlod that would 

have influenced 'the age" pattern could have been external 

pressure on the entrants. Thi s, doe El not mean ,coercion.~ 

In fact the Canon Law of the Church contalned provlsJons 
..,. 

to 9Ua:Td ~gainst any.uQdl,le pressure brought to b~ar upon 
.~ 

• an lndlvldual to .force her to ente+" the convent. At the 

times when the entrants moved from one stageoto_another 

ln thelr formatlon, deslgnated clergy were sent to glve 
Il • 

the members a chance,' ln private, to acknowledg'e any such 

coerclon. It does not seem that man~ ever availed them-

selves of thlS opportunity.~ Pressure, however, can be, : 

and often lS, much more ?ubtle. The relative youth of 

this group and its size lndicates the posslbility of a 
'. 

malleablli ty that was susceptlble to pres sure f~om parents" 
. . 

frien~s,' or teachers to try'the life. 

Another posslble factor in the age pattern is a little 

~ore difficult to examine because of its "chlcken &nd egg~ 

quality. ApproXl~ately 15% of the entire female popula-

tlon over 30 remalned single ln 1931--and almo~t 25% of 
, 

the 30 -to 40 year-olds. One mlght wonder wh~ so few of 

( 
these olde~ women recelved the,"call". Helen Rose Fuchs 

l' 

" 

.\ 
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17 18 
Ebauqh and Su'zanne Campbell-Jones have isolated sevoeral 

areas of control necessary for the maintenanoe of reliqious 

communities. The insistence on total membership, 'the fact 

that entrants were expected to embrace the l1fe in its 

,totality and te reJect anything of the1r past that was 
0' 

antithet1cal to the1r be16nging, is definitely a ~weeding 

out" deV'1ce. The empha'sis on total membership requ1 red an 

enthusiastic re~ponse that seemed to have a certain appeal 

for those who -were in ~ younger group,'or perhaps the. 

youth were Just less set'1~ their ways. In any case the 
, c 
\ 

programmes of ~ormation ~re obviously set up to 1ntegrate mam-

bers into the community. The question is whether the 

programme attracted only youngeF women or whether the 

-' , 
programme was set up t~'respond to the numbers o~ youngar 

woman who c~ be attracted to the relig10us life. 

" ljn,the attrition rate, 

In any -case, ~e does not seern to ~ave been a factor 
..... )~ , 
( 

those ~ fa1Ied to make f1nal vow~. 

Graph 4-4 illùstrates. that, on the average, a l1ttl,e more 

than half of any age group prpceeded to final 
, \ f 

vows. Per-

haps the' age spread was a necessary part of md1ntain1ng a 

balance in the Commun1 ty where ran~ depended' on age. 
<, 

Th"ese data Cln the ages of the entrants r,eveal anothar 

striking fact about ~any of the women: there' was a gap 

" 
\? 

.' 
between the end of their formaI schoo11ng and ,the1r entrance , 

r;l.~ • \ 

.. 
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~nto the community. When asked what they did during this 

period, thirty-three of the sixt y-one who responded stated 

that they had actually be~n employed outside of the1r 

parents' home. Fourteen of the se young women were 1nvolved 

in t~~ching and earned between $150. and $~50. a year, 

which was about the average for female teachers at this 

time. Of the rest, three worked 1n an office or factory: 

Most held posit10ns 1n hospitals or other 1nstitutions run 

by the Commun1ty. Those who did so, therefore, had a 

fa1rly good idea of the nature and character of the 

Commun1ty and its work. From the1r recollections, they 
i ,~ 

made between $60. and ~150. a year. Many of these women 

indicated that they still helped out at home. 
1 

The rest 

of the women who continued to live and work at home 

suggested that they simply ass1sted their mothers with 

the household work. (Append1X, p _ 160.) Judg1ng by the 

questionna1re results, 1t seems that Many of the women 

who had Jobs were engaged 1n a serV1ce occupation. This 

ma~ have accounted for the1r attract10n to the work of the 

nuns. The fact that Many also worked w1th the nuns 

re1nforces the fact that recru1tment came from personal 

contact. 

128 

T,o appreciate more about the I1fe of these young 

women, the questionnaire 1ncluded three questions about '1 
their reading habits and enterta1nment. The1r responses 
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indicate that, thirty of fifty-nine had a radio at home. 

Two others specifically mentione~ that they had a piano 

and a phonograph and provided their own entertainment. 

The programmes that the 5isters remembered do not indicate 

a def1n1te pattern. Music,nowever, did seem to be a 

favour1te. Judging by their response, the radio does not 

seem to have been very important to them. (Append1X, 

p. 161.) 

The question about newspapers or magazines elicited 

a larqer response. Fifty-six mentioned one or several 

publications; three sa1d they received none; two did not 

" respond. The titles ran the qamut of secular and 

reliqions per10dicals. Overall, 36% received La Presse, 

23% rec81ved Act10n Catholique, 18% le Nouvel11sté, and 

14% le 501e11 or Le Devo1r. Most rece1ved more than one 
( J 

The totîl) number of' re11g10us publ1cati~ns 

and sev~al others Just referred to 

publ ication. 

was eiqhteen, 

Rm1ss10nary" or "religious" Journals. It would seem tha't 

the predom1nant read1nq material was conservat1ve and 

Cathol~c 1n nature. These )ournais often play~ on the 

re11gious sens1b111t1es of their readersh1p 1n prov1dinq, 

{ 
stor1es dea11ng w1th popular re11g10us pract1ce, rather 

than engaging, to Any deqree 1n profound theoloq1cal 

speculation. (Append1x, p. 162 .) 

As for books, forty-nin~ of the sixty-onè respondents 
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listed some favourite readinq material. 'By far the ma)ority 

dealt vith history, the 11ves of the saints' and biographies 

of notables. Novels and religious books verë also mention-

ed several times. A fev authors were mentioned once. 

The romantic novels of Delly were mentioned several times. 

Once aqain. however, the overall impression is that these 

vomen preferred books of a reliqious or 1nsp1rational 

r.p~ture . For th~ most part this seems to be in keeping vith 

their educational background as weIL. (AppeRdix. p.163 .) 

The cinema and the theatre do not seem to have been 

"'" . 
very lmportant for these young vomen. Fourteen of the 

total lndlcated that they had been to the movies, and 

f1fteen had been to a play. Several mQV1~S vere 11sted and 

one voman gave an lmpreSS1ve list of her favourite mOV1e .. 
actors and actresses, but there 1S no 1nd1cat1on that 

th1s vas a freque~t pastime. S1m1larly the theatre seemed 

to mean plays prov1ded by amateur groups 1n the par1sh or 

the sem1nary. The plays ment10ned 1ncluded mostlY,the 

French class1cs. Tvo of the women p01nted out that their 

fam111es created and presented thelr own plays at home .. 

In both cases access1b111ty to the theatre and C1nema, and 

the cost of admittance may hav~rohibitive. There 

vas alao the prevailing mistrust of such popular art forma 

among the local guard1ana of morality: the clergy. 

(Append1x, p. 165.) 

'. 
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The questionnaire also sought to establish whether 

the young women were active in parish youth organizations. 

_Saventeen of the sixt y-one indicated that they had been 

involved 1n a group, and six'of these had provided-somè 

~~adersh1P ln these organizat1ons. 

t~ons listed weie Church affiliated. 

AlI of the organiza-

The "Enfants de 

Marie", a group stressing piety, and charity, WhLCh ~ad 

maetlngs and partles once or twice a year, had the largest 

percentage of members among those who responded. Thus, 

the act1v1t1ès of these wo~ seem to have been C1rcum-

scr1bed by the Church, and they found Church groups 

sufficient to channel their lnterests and g1ve a sense 

of belonging. (Appendix, p.164.) Consequently, through 

their affl11ation with Chur ch groups, these women would 

have been more conslstently expbsed to the Church's 

expectat10ns of women and to re11g1ous pract1ces Wh1Ch 

may have encouraged them to cons1der the re11g1ous 11fe. 

The register and quest1onna1re provide a falrly clear 

soc laI prof11e of the women who entered th1S Communlty. 

The entrants came malnly from rural areas ln Quebec where 

the C~mmun1ty had convents. partlcularly along the North 

Shore. Over the ten year period covered by thlS study, 

slightly les8 than half were farmers' daughters. Combined 

. ' 

131 

; 

, 
~ 

i 



1 

( 

vith the business and blue collar element, these vamen 

probably represented the more etat~c elemente of eociety 

in the cr~S~B of the 19308. They came from large familias, 

many of wh~ch had supplied members to th~s Commun~ty and 

others. About one half of them worked unt~l they entered. 

Of those who worked outs~de the home, most worked ln what 

could be considered the serv~ce sector, teach~ng, or 

do~ng Borne other work, often ~n 1nst1tutions run by the 

nuns. Few worked ln manufactur1ng. The1r level of educa-

t~on was reflective of the general female population, 

about half hav~ng l~ttle formaI schooling, and the rest 

having completed enough study to be allowed to teach. 

The soc laI l~fe of these young women was centred around 

the Church. 

Overall, the y were glrls from large rural fam11~es, of 

modest educat10nal atta1nment, who were fam11~ar w1th the 

work of the Commun~ty. They vere, ~t would seem, among 

the least mob~le. Iess exposed to the dub~ous attractlon 

of a market economy ln collapse. They vere also those who 

were very much a part of the popular rel1g1ous pract~ces 

of the t~me, and probably, therefore. more suscept1ble 

to the rellg10-nat10nal rhetor~c of the clergy. 

they were young--young enough not to be ~n a pan~c about 

f1nd~ng a mate, and able ta be challenged by the~r 1dealism 

and the poslt1ve 11fe offered to them by the convent. 
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CHAPTER 5 

THE PRESENCE IN PERSPECTIVE 

Soma Limits to Research 

The black-robed, often 1nscrutable f1gures that formad 

the basis for th1s study have now been examined. The 

Register of the Commun1ty and a quest10nna1re have yielded 

a p1cture of the women who )01ned the Commun1ty between 

1930 and ,1939. The diff1culty of the quest10nna1re 1S that 

it relies on memory Wh1Ch is notor10usly select1ve. 

Nevertheless the questionna1re d1d allow the nuns to speak 

for themselves. Perhaps 1n later years th1s group wh1ch 

has been so v1tal to Quebec 11fe w111 rea11ze that 1t has 

noth1ng to fear from h1storians who want to recreate, as 

accurately and sens1t1vely as possible, the1r contribut10n 

to the 11fe of Quebec. In V1ew of these m1sg1v1ngs, acceSB 

to the' Reg1 s ter has been a boon B ince 1 t allowed for the 

comp11at10n of data on actual membersh1p. Be1ng able to 

see where the entrants came trom. how old they were. and 

the1r soc1al and educat10nal background prov1des conérete 

mater1al w1th wh1ch to try to answerL~ome of the r1ddles 

that the1r eX1stence has posed over the years. Once aga1n. 
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this material was limited, and raised as many questions as 

it answered. It 1S hoged that this effort will encourage, 

not Just th1s Commun1ty, but others to extend the 11m1t 

. t,bey have ·placed on mater1al that 1S' ava1lable for research. 

, ~ 

The1r house chron1cles, a re~ord k~pt of each establishment 

of a commun1ty and often conta1n1ng references to local 

history, would be a gold m1ne for h1stor1ans. Adm1ttedly 

care would be needed to protect the right of the 1nd1v1duaÎs 

):0 anonymity. 

commun1t1es of 

Neverthele~as arch1v1sts 1n the rel1gious 

Quebec cont1nue to discover the wealth that 

1S at their d1sposal, and to trust the 1ntent10ns of 

historians, the p1cturè sketched by th1s study w111 be 

filled 1n and expanded upon. What must also be acknowledged 

1S the 11m1ts of censal data wh1ch do not always reflect 

s1m11ar def1n1t10ns from year to 'year and make compar1sons 

As for the study at hand, 1t 1S essent1al to 

return the entrants to their sett1ng and to address sorne 

of the quest10ns posed at the outset. 

Women in the Cler1co-Po11tical Scheme 

The Depress10n of the 1930s d1d not spare Quebec. un-

employment and the m1serable poverty 1t occas10ned were' 

f~lt acros~ the province. Urbanizat10n that had been 1n--

ereas1ng sinee the turn of the century emphas1zed the in-
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adequacy of the rel~ef measures that were band-a~d l~ke ~n 

tbe face of large wounds. Thos~ who douhted the w~sdom of 

, the~r government and the~r church had to silence the~r 

concerns for a t~me unt~l the need to surVl.ve seemed. less 

pressing. 

The Church was not unaware of the pl~ght of ~ts people. 

R~l~g~ous ~rgan~zat~ons sought te allev~ate th~ suffer~ngs 

of the unemployed and dispossessed. The resources of 

religious commun~t~es were stra~ned t~ meet these needs. 

Were the Church to fa~l, it'would mean the beg~nn~ng of state 

interventl.on ~n the domal.ns that had always been the preserve 

of the Church, and th~s the Church feared and d~d ôll ~n ~ts 

power to avo~d. The clergy felt that ~t would be better to 

let the Ch,urch continue to admin~ ster char ~ ty even ~f l. t 

obtaineœ public funds. The Church cont~nued to bell.eve that 

the solut~on to the problems facing French Canad~ans lay 

in the ~ncreased ~nfluence of the Church. 

In the bel~ef that soc~al d~slocat~on was caused by a 
/ 

d~stort~on of the ordained socl.al order, the Church set 

itself up as the guardian of soc~ety. It had been very busy 

s~nce the turn of the century try~ng to stop up the poles 

l.n the d~kes o~ trad~t~opal F~ench Canadian society caused 

by grow~ng restiveness among the people. The Church re-

sponded wl.th the creat~on of myr~ad groups and' pro]ects to 

help the people to develop the proper Chr~stian att~tudes 



· t 
toward work and 'society 1n general. 

Aware of the st1rr1nqs of labour unrest, the Church 

preached corporatism that stressed the value of the ent1re 

community wor~ing tog~ther. While tn16 ph1losopny embraced 

most aspects of soc1ety, 1t specif1cally attempted to 

diffuse any antagon1sm between labour and management. The 

in1t~atives of the clergy, of men such as Eugène Lap01nte. 

who founded a Cathol1c un10n as,early as 1907, were aimed 

at bring1ng soc1ety back to 1ts senses out of the range of 

-d1srupt1ve fore1gn 1nfluence. After aIl, 1n the right order 

of th1ngs the bosses would care for the1r employees as the 

,clergy cared for the1r people and as God cared for the 

Cltl1rch _ There was an orda1ned order and people had to 

accept the place God'had dest1ned for them, and carry out 

Workers had a r1ght to expect 

fair treatment, but not to be m1l1tant or unreasonable 1n 

the1r demands. Management ~as to behave as a father, now 

chast1s1ng, now, reward1ng, always acting 1n the best 

1nterests of the workers. The clergy was always on hand to 

of fer' a- moder!i t1ng inf l uence. The few V01ces among the 

clergy who quest10ned th1S 1nterference 1n a sphere that 
1 

did not belong to the Church were v1rtually unheard by the 

The whole 1deology of corporat1sm and 1tS effects on 

Quebec mer1t cons1deration because of the fact that the best 

\ 

138 



1 
1.39 

efforts of the Church to lead and guide its pèople ultimately 
, 1 

aeemed to suffocate them. In the ongoing'discussion of the , 
J 

Church's culpability for the way Quebec developed, it seems 

clear that there were basic assumpt10ns operative about the 

French Canad~an people and about the best way for the Church 

to behave. These indicated a def1n1te respect for the 

r1ght "order" of things and a consequent paternal1sm. It 

was not that the people knew nothing: the Church Just knew 

better. The clergy f1rmly bel~eved that they were in the 

optimal pos1tion to direct the affa1rs of the French 

Canad1an people. Armed with ,the papal soc1al encycl1cals, 

and holatered both by their numbers and the influence that 

had been established under b1Shops su ch as Bourget, Laflèche, 

and Bruchesi, the clergy, by the 1930s were conv1nced of their 

taak and fearful of any undercurrents that threatened their 

authority. Once aga1n, 1t 1S proba~ly a'd1stort10n to 

suggest that 1t was the authority per se that was perce1ved 

to be at stake. It was the authority, however, that allowed 

for the preach1ng of certa~n social doctr1nes and that kept 

the people devoted to the Church. Because sOl1darlty was 

bel1eved to be essent1al to the cont1nuation of the French 

Canad1an "nation", the whole 1ssue was loaded w1th emot1on 

and covered w~th the acceptable mantle of rel1g1ous f1del1ty. 

It is smill wonder that the 1930s saw a brief resurgence of 

( 
fervour in popul~r relig1on. The Church had a great deal at 
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stake. 

50 the Church cont~nued its attacks on materialism that 

-
was thought to be so antithetical to Christ~an life. 5ecular-

~sm ~n the media was fought:wLth inoreasing vigour throug~ .' 
~~ 

the 1920s and into the 1930s in an attempt to keep fore~gn 

influence out of the lives of the people. Groups were 

formed for young people to provide a bulwark aga~nst the 

pern~cious modes of enterta~nment available to them 1n the 

cities. The embers of popular religion were fanned in an 

attempt ta bring back the f1re of fa1th. P11gr1mages, 

retreats and missions abounded. The Church was relentless 

in 1ts fight to keep education with1n 1ts ]ur1sdiction. 

5ecular education was feared as the begrnning of the end of: 

a Christ1a~ocietY designed to maintain the true values. 

It was believed tha~ it was better for people to be content 

with their lot than to feed unrealistic aspirations that 
( 

m1ght destroy their spiritual contentment. 

Women const1tuted a focus for the effortsuof a clergy 

determined ~o maintain a proper social order. The fam11y 

remained the pi11ar upon wh1ch the soc1a1 order rested. 
( 

The Church ra11ed aga1nst att1tudes that threatened tu take 

women out of the1r homes and put them 1n the marketplace. 

The writing and oratory about women's role seemed to border 

often on hysteria. These paternalis~ic efforts ach1eved 
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'" ... some success through the école~ menageres which'were Just 
"" 

another attempt to control a soc~ety in trans ~ tion.,. \ 

Externally, tl:lere was, a semblance of cohesJ.on J.n the 

1930Si of support for the clerlcal dom~natlon of soc~ety. 

1 41 

Dissent, often fanned by hard t~mes "frequently took the form 

of labour unrest wh~ch was ittrJ.buted to foreJ.gn lnfluence 

by the clergy, and therefore 'vlewed WJ.th suspJ.cJ.on. 

Generally~ people were ·~eary. In many ways they seemed to 

welcome the revJ.val of popular relJ.gJ.ous practJ.ces. It 

provided a posJ.tJ.ve focus for thelr energies, and a cover 

for theJ.r doubts. ThlS burst of popula~ relJ.gJ.on does not 

\ 
seémlto have been less genuJ.ne for J.ts almost hot-hou se '" ., 

existence. HQw Many remalned skeptJ.cal, or went through 
" 

the mot~on~, wJ.ll never be known. POIJ.tJ.clans, 11nkJ.ng 

their,careers to natJ.onallsm, )oJ.ned arms wlth the cle~gy 
" 

ln the,express10n of theJ.r concerns and J.n theJ.r efforts to 

regenerate the best of the French CanadJ.an natJ.on. More-
. 

over, J.t was certaJ.nly to the advantage of polJ.tJ.cJ.ans to 

co-operate wJ.th the clergy who could provJ.de J.nvaluable 

support at electJ.on tJ.me. 

DespJ.te the poverty and sufferJ.ng of the people, the 

Church gave every lndJ.catJ.on of flourlshlng by the 1930s. 

Today wJ.th marvellous hJ.ndsJ.ght we can detect the cracks 

ln the f acade. Perhaps more J.S revealed J.n the sometJ.mes 

strJ.de~nt emotion that enveloped the rhetoric of the ,age than 

, 
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in the vords themselves. But for the ma)Or1ty, the ordinary, 

unschooled 1nd1v1duals, life continued to be organized 

around vork (vhen 1t vas ,ava11able), home, and the Church. 

In th~s m11ieu vomen vere thus cons1stently presented 

v1th an 1mage of themselves, nonetheless ultimately 

deb111tating for aIl its g~oving nob11ity. Women vere to 

be the centre of the fam11y Vh1Ch vas the core of th1s 

\~rench Canadian nat1on. The1rs vas a Rlace of· unparalleled 

1mportance because the y could 1nculcate the eternal , 

Catho11c values 1n the1r offspr1ng. Although the1r life 

"requ1red" a~ att1tude of subm1ss1venesa to the1r husbands 

and un11m1ted pregnanc1es, motherhood vas presented as the 

greatest pos1tion to Vh1Ch a voman could asp1re. Even the 
, 

fem1n1sts of the t1me subscr1bed to many of these v~lues. 

vhether from a prudence that overrode other concerna, or 

from th~ genu1ne sense that vomen really belonged 1n the 

"foyer". The fa~t 18 that 1n the 1930s motherhoo~ vas the 

expectedC?Ocat1on of young vomen. Yet, 
) 

to many, 1t vas / . 
den1ed by cho1ce or C1rcumstance. 

A Reasonable Cho1ce 

It 1S aga1nst th1S backdrqp that the reality of 

re11g1ous commun1t1es must be v1eved because in the 1930s 

( 
·unequalled numbers of young French Canad1an vornen chose th1S 
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"sp1r1tual mo~herhood". There are Many e~planations for 

why thl.S vas so. What 1.8 essentl.al is that the women who 

chose rell.gl.ous Ilofe d1.d so for reasons of thelor ovn. It 

~as their bell.ef that thl.s was the l.nl.yiatl.ve of God in 

the1.r ll.VeSi that they ~ere l.n fact chosen for thl.s 
/ 

specloal eXl.stence and were complYlng wlth a plan lald out 

for them by God. That th1.S celibate Il.fe was se en as the 

perfect way te salvation seems paradoxl.cal ln the light ef 

the emphasls on motherhood. Set l.n the gnostlc tradition 

withlon the Church of a ml.strust of the "flesh", theoIeq1ans 

tauqht t~at those who chose te de pend on God rather than on 

another human belnq were more closely aSpl.rlnq to God-

liness. Because of the bellef that this vas a life for 

WhlCh one was chosen by God, the "calI" vas l.mportant and 

one dld not treat the matter lloqhtly. To overlook these 

not10ns or to dlsml.SS them as reIig10us fantasy 1S to 

t 
distort the reallty. Th1.S does not ,ellmlnate the need te 

examl.ne other factors, and vhat might eve? be:the med1atl.ng 

~clrcumstances of such a calI; but lt does prevlde a 

necessary pOlnt of Vlev. 

There lS spme d1fflculty posl.ng quest10ns of hlstor~cai 

data that wouid not have been asked at the t1me. Women 1.n 

Quebec 1n the 193Qs facl.nq the p'o8sibil1ty of rell.gleus I1fe 

would net have asked some of the questlons that we m1qht 

like to ask today. For exampl~. the y wou Id not have asked 
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themselves whether this life would satisfy their asp1rat10ns, 

vhether personal or occupational. They would not have 

looked on it as an opt10n to avoid ch1ldbearing or to spare 

their fam1ly the burden of another mouth to feed. Even if 

1n the darkest recesses of the1r be1ngs there vas a h1nt 

that any of these mot1ves May have beerr there, they çould 

not have verbalized them, for such mot1ves vere unvorthy 

of an aspirant to the rel1g10us 11fe. 

What d1d these young vomen ask? On the var10US voca-

t10n days held 1n school, the g1rls were asked to examine 

vhether God m1ght be call1ng them. Essentially the calI , 

~ vas man1fest 1n a combination of attract10n to the 11fe it-

self, and a sU1tabie persona11ty. In th1S regard the 

personal example of nuns vas the1r best form of recru1t-

ment. If the commun1ty couid be observed to be happy, 

kind. and propérly p10US, the young g1rIs couid not help 

but be 1mpressed. What added to the attract1veness was 

often the remoteness of the nuns 1n general: Sound by 

rules of s1Ience and rules govern1ng "the1r soo1al 1nter- . 
r 

act1ons, t~ey were surrounded by an aura of p1ety and ~ig-

nit y Vh1Ch could be MOSt allur1ng to 1dea11st1c youngstera. 

Tc suggest ~hat they vere coy vould be a gross d1stort10n 

Qf the reaI1ty and the1r 1ntent, but the effect Was not 

d1S81m11ar. Many" young vornen couid only dream of the 

ma::vels tha t these voaran represen ted. ·Por the, young girl 
( 
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with the deslre to become a nun, the suggestion that she 

might try the life would have been a thrlll, and above aIl, 

conflrmation of what she suspected to be the calI from 

God. It would be comparable to being offered a chance to 

be on the lnslde of a secret society. l t set them apart', 

if not ln the day-to-day chores at hand, at least ln their 

dreams and in the effort to make those dreams come true. 

Here lt ls-useful to recall the words of Wittgenstein 

quoted by Suzanne Campbell-Jones: 

The meanlng of a rellglou8 proposltion lS not 
a functlon of what would have to be the case 
lf lt were true, but a functlon of the 
difference lt makes ln the I1ves of ,t~ose who 
maln taln 1 t. 1 

We are not deallng wlth somethlng that lS measurabie. 1n-

deed experience lS seldom Ob]ectlve. The attractlveness of 

the rellg10u8 )ife was a functlon not only of the behaviour 

of the nuns, but of the receptlvlty of the women who vlewed 

them, an~ that mlght weIl have been lnfluenced by material 

circumstances. Generally the young women who entered the 

Communlty ln the 1930s came from homes that valued the 

Splrltual Ilfe and who held rellg10us I1fe, lf not always 

the lndlvldual members, ln esteem. Most had some relatlves 

and frlenQS ln communitles and so knew the status to WhlCh 

thefr cholce would lead. Th18 vas a bene~lt, however~ lf 

not a conSC10US aSplratlon. 
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" The young women who Joined the Community were at the age 

when declslons were to he made about thelr future. The1 

had to consider where they would work and at what. If not 

they, then certainly thelr parents would he watchlng for 

avallable young men wlth an eye toward marriage. Perhaps 

it vas at thls time that the rhetorlc of the clergy had 

MOst appeal~ The call to the exerClse of charlty seemed to 

strike resonant chords ln enthusiastlc and ldealistlc 

youth, partlcularly durlng the crlS1S created by the 

Depresslon. Comblned wlth the lmages of the nuns as plOUS 

women was the fact that they were the dispensers of much 

charlty--whether teachlng, nurslng or the care of the poor. 

To hearts not already hardened by the cynlclsm engendered 

hy extreme po vert y the prospect of servlce ta the "poor" 

was overwhelmlngly appeallng. Not ta regard one self as ln 

need of charlty was envlahle. It seems that the exhorta-

tion to plety faund fe~tlle sOlI ln young impressionable 

, ~ -
women who were 'ready to choose haw they wauld spend thelr 

Ilves. From the parents' pOlnt of vlew lt was much safer 

that they relinquish thelr daughter ta the convent than ta 

the exeesses of the Clty. 

The relatlve youth of thls group compared to the 

average age at marrlage of the genera~ populatlon lndlcates 

still more. The young wamen were not in lmmediate danger 

of belng left spinstera. Although the dowery mlght seem a 
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1 prohibitive factor for those who wanted to try the life 

simply as an adventure, the fact remains that many cou~ 

afford to try out th1s l1fe 1n the absence of any, com-

pel11ng haste to marry. The fact tryat tW1ce as many 
< 

enteren as stayed suggests that ~ne could leave at the early 

stages w1th l1ttle st1gma of fa1lure. Glven the climate 

of acceptance of the l1fe and absence of attract1ve 
, 

alternat1ves for the sp1r1ted or the p10US young women, 

the Commun1ty drew large numbers who saw ~n 1t a good way to 

l1ve. 

Generally, the women who entered the Commun1ty 1n these 

years came from trad1~10nal homes that were, by their own 

admlsS1on, re11glous and author1tarlan ln nature. The 

overwhelmlng percentage of farmers' daughters suggests the 

presence of a re11g~ous element that was constantly belng 

equated wlth the rural exper1ence. Certalnly, the Clty 

offered few temptat10ns d~rlng these years of econom1C 

hardsh1p. Therefore lt seems that many of the young women 

moved trom re11glous households to re11g10us novltlates 

w1th llttle trauma. The1r home tra1nlng and fam111arlty 

w1th rellglous pract1ces hastened thelr adJustment to their 

\ chosen llfe. Indeed~ for many the prlvacy that, was allowed, 

and the s1lence,may have come as a blesslng. Furthermore, 

to leave home with the approval and respect of one's 

famlly would also have been a boon. It seems that many of 
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the memb.rs who .ntered in the.e years telt the support of 

their ~in not only on the outside, but within the convent. 

Oepending on one's acceptance or reject~on of the 
y 

r.ligious 11fe as a viable mode of ex~stence, the women who 

c~ose the re1igious I1fe ~n this Community and others in 

the 1930s, can be vlewed as the beneficiaries or the vic-

tims of a Vlew of 1ife that was being actively promoted by 

the clergy and politicians alike. Whether one accepts the 

notion that there wes conslderable threat to the existence 

of the French Canadian nation. or not, the rhetor~c 

generated by the perceived threat was Most persuasive. 

Indeed rellgious and political exhortations seem to have 

lnsplred young women to choose the religious life as a way 

of continu~ng thelr glorlou~ herltage. 

In a tlme when economlC hardshlp was an accepted fact, 

the clergy spoke ~ the splrltuallty of sacrlflce. There 

was a noblilty to be cultlvated when one had to do without. 

In thelr Vlew lt was a slgn of one's wl111ngness to suffer 

ln the amaller aspects of l~fe what Jesus Chrlst suffered 

1.n greater ways. Such sacrifice could drive out resent-

ment and hoStlll.ty that led only ta trouble and ultlmate 

perdlt1.0n. In thlS regard religl.o.us llfe. whl.ch stressed 

per.pnal sacrl.fice, offered a more perfect way of attaining 

ultl.mate salvatl.on. 

In the face of very lislted educatlonal opportunlties 

o 
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1 
for women, these women were taught that theirs was a more 

glorious task that was not to be found in books, but in the 

very nature of their womanhood. For them was reserved the 

""" vocat~on of motherhood and nurturing, whether 'spiritual or 

phys~cal. For those who insisted on more, the clergy 

supported the Family Institute as an advanced form of 

learning about what women knew "naturally". Such education 

w.s guaranteed not to denature women, but to help them to 

be acceptable helpmates for their men. 

The secular workplace was scarcely welcoming to women 

during the 1930s. There, women f~ced long hours, inadequatoe 

facilities, minimal pay, and the host~lity of men who were 

without Jobs. , Consequently, women were encouraged to stay 

home and to engage ~n works of char~ty. The clergy taught 

that ~t was more blessed to do th1S than to chase wantonly 

after money, unless of course there was a need to help out 

w~th the fam~ly 1ncome. In V1ew of th1s, one can 1mag~ne 

the pressure exerted on the pr1de of the "man" of the house 

to keep h1S w1fe and daughters ~t home. 

And 1n a soc~ety that deemed amb~t10n a reprehens1ble 

character1st~c in a woman, rel1g1ous commun~t1es offered 

sanctioned occupations. For aIl the restr1ct10ns that 

attendeQ th1S 11fe the fact rema1ns that women cou Id do 

things 1n tfie commun1ty that were unava11abl~ to their 

paars because of f~nanc1al or soc1etal pressure. In any 
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case, women were certainly not encouraged to live independ-

, 
ently, and religious life offered individuals a place apart 

from famillal obligations where they could work and perhaps 

realize sorne of their dreams. 

" A>Return to the Questions 

With the perspective garnered through the observation 

of the women who entered the Communlty during the 1930s, 

it is posslble to return to the questl0ns pos~d at the 

beglnning. Perhaps the MOSt obvious lS whether the women 

J~ined the Community during the Depression to escape th, 

poverty that surrounded trrem and to enJoy the securlty that 

such a life offered. There are really two parts to the 

question. Judglng by the group under scrutlny here lt does 

'.,:... not seem that the women who entered were ln grave flnanclal 

need. They were, however, faclng a soclety that offered 

fewer optlons because of ~he Depresslon. Work was not 

readlly avavlable that could of~er them great remuneration. 

'~ They therefore May have seen ln the rellglous Ilfe ft way 

to provlde for themselves. As for the securlty that the 

11fe offered, lt had a definl.te appeal for those who wanted 

to help others wlthout fear of personal perlf or serious 
" 

material deprlva~lon. 

( 
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A secondary question is vhether there vas actually a 

correlat10n betveen the shr1nk1ng role of vomen in the 

urban sett1ng and the growth of rel1g10us commun1t1es. It 

would seem that there may be sorne bas1s to th1S not10n. 

Where the work of social ~erv1ce was largely the monopoly 

of the l Church, more sp~cif1cally the nuns, 1t 1S reasonable 

to assume that sorne g1rl3 )01ned commun1t1es because of the 

opportun1ty to work at an occupat10n of the~r ch01ce. As 

1n any other cho1ce one had to âccept sorne eX1genc1es. 1n 

th1s 1nstance. cel1bacy and group l1v1~g. There lS no 

reason to believe that th1s was any more d1ff1cult for some 

than the ad)ustment to a rnarr1age partner. 

The poss1b1l1ty that vornen were seeklng work leads one 

to cons1der bhe occupatl0nal asp1rat10ns of these vornèn. 

In exam1n1ng th1S sub)ect language can obscure rather than 

clarlfy Slnce the nuns spaak ln terms of serV1ce to the 

,~~ 
li very re'al poor. What thelr words conceal lS often 

comm1tment to )Ust1ce, and the v1ll1ngness to do alrnost 

anyth1ng to see that goal fulf1l1ed. Career asp1rat10n 

need not 1mply the des1re for personal aggrandlsement, a 

not10n Wh1Ch would have been consclously re)ected by the 

nuns. Therefore, sorne of these young vornen probably dld 

have sorne dlstlnct ldeas about how to help the people they 

be11eved themselves called to serve. Slnc~ the des 1re for 

( 
"power" vas suspect v1th1n re11g10us cornrnun1tles that 
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, 
required obed1ence of their members, the women could hope 

1 

\ 
that 1n fulf1111ng the tasks assigned to them, the leader-

) 
Sh1P recogn1zed and used the1r ab1l1t1es to the full. 

Oespite the words, 1t seems fa1r to assume that women went 

to the convent w1th sorne personal amb1t10ns. 

The not1on that the femin1st 1mpulse was latent 1n the 

entrants to the commun1t1es 18 ta8c1na~1ng. Certainly, a~ 

w1th the amb1t1ons, 1t was not 8ometh1ng that was talked 

abou t. In tact, 1t 18 probable that the entrants would 

have come from a suff1c1ently protected and conservat1ve 

background that they would have 'found the not1ons of 

fem1n1sts unappea11ng. Moreover, they had probably heard 

enough to make them SUSp1Cl.OUS of "l1.berated" women. The 

d 1. f f .1 cul t y, 0 f ad d r e s S 1 n 9 th 8" que s t 1 0 n 0 f the lat e n t f e m 1 n 1 sm 

of these women 1.5 the amount of speculat.lon l.nvolved and 

the potentl.al that that prov1des for the elaboratlon of 

blas. The questl.ona are nevertheless ll.ke the flame for 

the moth--terr.lbly attract.lve and potentl.ally f,atal! 

Perhaps as the knowledge about these women and the1.r t1me 

18 augmented by further study~ such quest10na May be able to 

be answered w1.th more author1ty. 
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Conclu81.on 

In the 19308 th'e Catholic Church in Quebec seemed to 

make it8 last stand. The clergy pulled out aIl the stops 

in an effort to create the great theocratic state that it 

be~ieved to be 1ts dest1ny and 
. 

m1SS1on. The women who 

enterad this Commun1ty and the many others 1n existence in 

theae years. were part of th1s glor10u8 quest. In no way 

doea it d1m1n1sh the1r ch01ce. or the1r belief 1n be1ng 

chosen. Many would not have been able to art1culate the 

ph110sophy or the sp1r1tua11ty that created the re11g10us 

c11mate that made the1r cho1ce not only acceptable but 

env1able. They did not have to. They had 11 ved i t and 

breathed 1t aIl the1r 11ves; 1t was natural to them. Given 

the 1r own re l ig10u s background and the 1n tens 1 ty of the 

popular rel1g10n to wh1ch they were exposed, rel1g10~S~ 

commun1t1es 1n the 19306 prov1ded an attract1ve opt10n for 

young women 1n Quebec. 

" 
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APPENDIX l 

• Questl.onnal.re 

• Responses to the Questlonnal.re 
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1 
The, follow1ng 18 4 copy of the cover letter and a list 

'1 ....... 

of the· quest10ns posed 1n the queat10nn41re. The reaults 

of the quest10nna1re follow. 

,. 

Comme #t'ud14nte à l'Univers1té McG111, à Montreal, 

. ~~; , 
J'41 a presenter une these èn vue de l'obtent10n 

d'une'ma!tr1se en H1S~01re canad1enne. Votre co-

, '", 

operatlon me seralt tres ut11e. Je la solllc1te 

en vous pr~sentant le questionna1re cl-Jo1nt. 
, , 

Le but de ce questlonnalre est une compréhens1on 

, 
plus preclse des Clrconstances faml1lales et 

soc1ales :des Jeunes femmes qU1 sont entrées dans 

. .-
la Communaute. Les réponses seront gardées 

confldentl.elles. Les resultats feront partle 

d'une th~se en hl.stolre des femmes au Québec. 

," 

" ' 
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Numéro: 

Lleu de na188ance: 

, , , 
R •• ldence a l'entree: = 
L'année de 

. , 
l'entree: Age à l'entr~e: 

A l'entrée.' le - est Vlvant pere 0 la mère est Vlvante 0 

le 
, 

est mort C la m~re est morte pere 

le p~re s'est la m~re s'est , 
0 

, 
remarle remarlee 

Occupatlon de votre père (beau-père) : 

Nombre de frères: 

Nombre de soeurs: 

plus 'Sgés 

plus ~g'es 

Nlveau sc61alre à l'entrée: 

..... ' mOlns ages 

Travalllez-vous hors de chez vous avant l'entrée? 

C 

Cl 

oll? Quelle sorte de travaIl? Pendant comblen d'années? 

Comblen gaqnlez-vous' pendant cette pèrl0de? 

51 vous travallllez chez vous avant l'entrée, pour quelles 
t~ches ètlez~vous responsable? 

Pendant comblen d'années? 

, 
QUl vous a propose 

un pr€tre Cl votre père 0 votre mère une amle C 

autre (SpécIfIez) 

Est-ce que vous aVlez des membres de la famllle dans cette 
communauté? 

Lesquelles? une soeur plus âq~e C une soeur mOlns A ' agee C 

une nl~ce C une tante C une COUSlne C une amle Cl 

Dans 
, 

une autre communaute? Lesquelles? 

/' 

/ 
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Au moment de votre entr'e y avait-il un radio chez vous? 

Quels programmes écoutiez-vous? 

Quels Journaux ou revues llslez-vous avant votre entrée? 

Quels ~t'alent vos llvres favourl.s? 

, , , 
Falslez~v~us part~e de la Soclete Salnt-Jean-Baptlste? 

, , 
Pendant comblen d'annees? L'Actlon Fran~aise? 

Pendant sombl.en d'années? 

Une autre organlsatlon1 Laquelle? ~Pendant combien dlann'e~? 
1 

\ 

Rempllsslez-vous un iUlllilol. dans l 'organlsatlon? 

AIllez-vous 
; 

au el.nema? Où? 

Quels fllms avez-vous vus? 

AIllez-vous au théâtre? 

A quelles plèces? 

Pourquol aVeZ-VO~S Ch01Sl la Vl.e rellgleuse? 

Pourquoi' avez-vous Ch01Sl. cette communau~? 

--' -

Autres falts qUl vous semblent l.nt'ressants à propos de 
votre Vle avant où au moment de votre entr~e. (Par exemple: 
votre connalssance de la COndl~l.On de v~e autour de VOUSi 
vos aSplr&tlonSi v~s dlfflcult~s .l 

<) 

-, 
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RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

This questionna1re was distr1buted at the Motherhouse of 
the Commun1ty. Of the group of entrants from 1930 to 1939, 
124 I1ved at the Motherhouse: 64 of these respondèd, 61 
of whom entered from Quebec and so form part of this study. 
Th1S group May be d1v1ded accord1ng to the years in Wh1Ch 
they entered. 

158 

Year 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939. 

No. 9 2 6 2 7 6 7 1 2 6 \ 4 , 

The que,st10ns and answers will be listed where poss1ble w1thout 
)eopardizing the wish of the Community for anonym~ty or the 
need to keep con~idence. 

AGE OF ENTRANCE: 
60 Of 61 Responded 

Age 1 6 17 18 19 20 

NO. 1 2 8 2 13 

PARENTS: 
57 Of 61 Respondeq 

Both parents a11ve: 
Mother dead: 
Father remarried: 
Father dead: 
Mother remarr1ed: 
Both parents dead: 
Mother a11ve (no ment10n 

of father): 

OCCUPATION OF THE FATHER: 
50 Of 61 Responded 

Farmer: 
Baker: 
Butcher: 
J01ner: 

,Day Labourer: 
rBu1lder: 

21 

7 

f 

22 23 24 25 26 

36 
12 

9 
5 
1 
2 

1 

28 
2 
2 
4 _ 

6 
2 

9 4 3 4 3 

, 

27 28 

,2 1 
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Merchant: 
Miller: 
Ml11vrl.qht 
Plumber/T~psmith: 

Retlred: 

POSITION IN THE FAMILY: 
61 Of 61 Responded 

Eldest: 
Youngest: 
Inbetveen: 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN: 
61 Of 61 Responded 

Number of Children 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

6 
1 1 
44 

'. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 121314 1516 17 18 19 

No. 0 2 4 4 7 4 6 3 375 4 3 2 221 

LEVEL OF SCHOOLING AT ENTRANCE: 
58 Of 61 Responded 

1 

Because of the confusion of terms in education system of 
the tlme, as weIl as the tendency of people to translate 
thelr experlence lnto terme that mlght be more comprehens­
ible today, I wlll record the answers as they appeared in 
French lest I add to any dlstortion. 

se 
6 e 

7e 

8e 

g e 

1ge 
11 e 
12

e 

, 
annee: 

" 
" 
" 
u 

" 
" 
" 

9th grade: , 
superleur: 
sftcondaire: 
acad6mlque: 
Dlpl~me élementaire -4e l'Ecole Normale: • 
Brevet supérleur d'enseignment: 
Brevet élémentaire du Bureau Central: 
Ecole Normale: 
DlplC3me modèle: 
g e année et Instltut Faml1lal: 

\ 

2 
4 ... 
9 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
3 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Brevet de l'Instruction Publique: 
Dipl&me 8up'rieur du Départment de l'Instruction 

Publ ique : 
DiplSme élémentaire d'enseign~ent m'nager: 
Cours commerciale: 
Certif1cat d'étude: 
Bureau Central des Exam1nateurs C. Dipl~me 

1
/ , Comp ementa1re: 

D1plbme complémentaire: 

SPECIFIC WORK EXPERIENCE OUTSIDE THE HOME AND 
SALAR~ WHERE INDICATED: 
33 women listed work outs1de the home 

Job 

Manufacture of stockinga 
Library 
Teacher's aide 
Sewl.ng 
Sewing at a factory 
Nursl.ng 
Nursing 
Nurs1ng 
Hospital - St. Jean de Dieu 
Work at St. Jean de Dieu plus 

sewing for priests 
Secretary at the crèche 
Manual work at an 1nstl.tut1on 
Hotel work - part-t1me 
Varl.OUS tasks at, a hosp1tal 
Clark t. 

Hosp1tal care/nursing 
Doctor's receptionist 
Office work 
Hosp ital work 
Teaching 
Teach1ng 

, , 
\ 

r , 1 

1 

Remuneration 

$ .25/hr 
$ 25/week 
$ 12.(month 
$ 6/month 
$7-11/week 
$ 12 /month 
$ 10/month 
$ 10 /month 
$ 15/month 

$ 12/month 
$ 6/month 
$ 5/month 
$ .-50 /day 
S5-12/month 

?' 

$ 5/month 
$17-22/? 
$ 15/wèek 
$ 8/month 
S 20/week 
$ ,200/year 
$ 300/year (4) 

1 

2 
,1 
1 

2 
2 

160 

$ 250-200-150/year 
$ 35/month 

.... ,.." 

$ 250/year (3) 
S 350/year 
$ 15/month 
S 140/year 

" 

, , 
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WHO SUGGESTED THE RELIGIOUS LIFE TO THE INDIVIDUAL: 
59 Of 61 Re.ponded 

No one--a friend vas lnterested: 
Pe~sona1 calI from God~ 
A friend: 
A rel iglOUS: 
Prle.t: 
Retreat (prlest): 
Persona1 choice v~th the approval of a priest: 

, Mother: 
Father: 
Example of parents or teacher8: 
Grandmother and a pri.st: 
Spirltual director/parents: 
Teachers: 
Brothers: 
Aunt: 
COUSln: 
Parents: 

KIN IN RELIGIOUS LIFE: 

In this Communlty: 
Family: ' Sister - older: 16 

younger: 
Aunt: 
COUSln: 
Nieee: 

Friends: 

In another community: 

4 
20 
21 

1 
8 

32 

Eleven of the sixtY,-one said that they had no one~ in a 
community. 

RADIO AT HOME: 

30 
29 plus one who mentioned a piano and gramophone 

lnstead, 

NO ansver: 
2 • 

.. 

one who mentloned a piano, and 
one who forgets 

1 
28 

5 
4 
1 
2 
4 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
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Proqramme. ~nd commenta, as recorded: 
, 

Fam:l.ly Sketch: 
L'heure catholique: 
News: 
Musical programmes: 
MLe cur~ du v111age": 
"Seraphl.n" : 
Tina ROSS1: 

r 

'0 

Ge. belles histoires du pays d'en Haut - C'était 
le seul, car 11 fallait payer l'tlectricitè et 
il Y avai t les le,;ons et' les devoirs qui passent 
avant le plaisir , , 

Les negres! l! [sic]: 
"Rue Principale": 
"Fredol in" : 
C.K.A.C.: 
"R~vons, C'est l'heure 'avec Jovette Bernier): 
No choice: 
Divers: 
English programmes because the first radio was a 

cr.ystal and they only got French stations. 

PAPERS AND JOURNALS: 
Of 61 - 3 said they received none 

2 d1d not answer 
56 mentl.oned 0r or several pubYications 

Papers/Journals Mentioned~ 

La Presse: 
La Belle fermi~re: 
Revues ml.ssl.onaires 
Revues de ll.eu du pèlèrinage 
Revues rell.gl.euses: 
Bulletin des Agrl.culteurs: 
Annales de Ste-~~e de Beaupr~: 
Annales de St-Jo~~ph du Mont Roval: 
Revue Ste-Anne: ' 
Revue Notre Dame du Cap: 
L~ Bulletl.n eucharistl.que: 
Messager St-Ml.chel: 
Messager-Mar1e Reine des Coeurs: 
Messager angevl.n:· . 
La Bannl.~re OJm.1.: 
la V01X natl.onale: 
St-Antoine: 
Annales re11gieus •• : 

~ 
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1 
'2 
3 

11 
3 
1 
2 

1-
1 
2 

20 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
3 
4 
7 
~ 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

'" 
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Paper./Journals continued: 

La revue moderne: 
Le .Devoir: 
La Revue Populaire: 
Action Cat~olique: 
Enselgnment primair~: 
le Droit: 
le Blen Publique: 
Le Nouvelliste: 
La presse illustrée: 
Le Solel1: 
L'Action populalre: 
La Revue canad~enne: 
L'Action populaire de Joliette (diocè.e): 
Diver's 
Revue Catholique: 
Propagation de la loi: 
Le Pr'curseur:' 
le Salnt-Laurent: 
la Patrie: 
Le Dlmanche: 
Le Canada - St-Jean: 
ParlS Match: 
Allo Police: 
Les Journaux locaux: 
La Trlbune: 
L'Eclaireur: 

FAVOURITE BOOKS: 

. ... 

1 

49 Of 61 l'isted one or' more f avouri te reading Dlaterial •• 

3 
a 
2. 

13 
1 
3 
3 

10 
1 
8 
2 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 

,1 

1 
1 

~ 
1 
1 

The followlng list ~ncludes both speCifie titI •• and typ •• 
of materlal, as recorded. 

Hlstolre et roman ~ l'eau de ro.e: 
Llvres d'hlstolre: 
Vl.es des sa1nts: 
Rayons euchar1stiques: 
Romans de Delly: 
Romans de Pl.erre l'Ermite: 
Romans de Magally: , 
La Contesse de _Segure: 
Les annales: 
L'enfant -perd~ et ratrouv': 
Romans: 
Cont-es: 

10 
1 1 

1 
5 
2 
2 
l 
2 
1 

1 1 
1 
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Reaqing materlal continued: 

Livres de formatlon personnelle: 
Revues: 
Yvonne Estlenne: 
Im~tation of Chr~st: 
Livres culturels et rellgieux: 
Berthe Bernage: 
Biograph~es: , 
Encyclopedle de la Jeunesse: 
Rom~ns policlers: 
Vle de Ste-Thér~se 

, ' 
de l'Enfant Jesus: 

Vie de St-Frani0l.s, d'Asslse: 
D'une am~e A une autre - L'Abb' Roy: . , 
Un Ils fleurl entre les epines - Blanqbe Elkan: 
Hugo 
Le Nouveau Te8~ament: 
La fOl et l'Amour de Oleu: 
Une aml.e de Prêtre: 
L'Apostolat de l"Ellte c;-ch~: 
Romans d'amour: 
GUlde of the Young Glrl: 
L'Almanach du peuple: 
Hes ll.vres de classe: 
Romans d'aventure: 1 

Petl. ts Romans de DELHI da,ns le bu t d'apprendre i' 
composer: 

Brlgltte, le m'decln des pauvr,s: 
La robe nuptlale: 

GROUPS Ta WHICH THEY BELONGEO: 
17 Of 61 recorded a group to WhlCh they belong_d. 

Enfants de Marle: 
J.O.C.F. Jeunesse Ouvrlère Cathol~que Femlnln.: 
Fliles-mére 
JIC Jeunesse lnd'pendante cathollque; , , 
Zelatrlce pour une communaute comtemplatlve: 
L'Actlon Cathollque: 
Congr'gatlon Harlale: 
Tertl.ares de St-~raniols; 
Cercles de fermleres: 

SlX of the se respondents recorded that they had 
offl.cers l.n the groups to WhlCh they belonged. 

be.n 
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1 
4 
5 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

~1 

1 
. 1 

1 
1 
1 

" 1 
2 

. 1 
'. 

1 
1 

8 
2 
l=-=--
1 
1 
1 
1 / 2 
1 
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14 of 61 r.ported that they had been to the show. 

What they saw: 

Films in the parish: 
The Chief: 
Maur1ce Chevalier: 
La dame de pique: 
Ben Hur: 
Ramona: 
Le fantSme de l'op~ra: 
L'A1glon 

THEATRE: 
15 of 61 reported that they had' been to the theatre. 

What. they saw: 

Celles de la_Soc1'té canadienne d'Opérette avec 
~na1s. Caro Lamoureux et autres Les' 
cloches de 0ornev111e. Le pays du sourire: 

La coeur d'une m~re; 
L' Olseau bleu: 
Aurore, l'~nfant martyre:' 
Br1tanlCus 
Le bourgeois gent11'homme 
Atha11e 
Ph~re 

- La"Boh'éme 
L'as de Coeur - Carmen' 

Two of these stated that they had organieed and put on 
u 

play~ for the1r fam111es. 

1 \ 
\ 

\ 
\, 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
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Liat of the Occupations of the Fathera 

of the Entrants 
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The following lista are dra'wn from the Fat 
Occupatlon recorded for each entrant to the Corn 
numbers are recorded for aIl fathers of entrant 
and for aIl fathers of entrants from Quebec who 
flnal vows. 

3r ' s 
.lni ty. The 

from Quebec 
orofessed 

Occupation of 
Father 

#- Entrants from 
Quebec 

# En c-ants from 
Queb :: who 
prof 3sed flnal 
vows 

CATEGORY 1: PROFESSIONALS, PROPRIE~ORS, MANAGE S 

Doctor 
Notary 
MUS1C Teacher 
Pharmacist 

4 
5 

Grocer 11 
Shépkeeper 29 
Restaurant Keeper 3 
Bank Manager 1 
Englneer 6 
Store Manager 3 
Hotel Keeper 6 
Owner of Mineral Resources 1 
InBurance Inspector 2 
Funeral Dlrector 
Postmaster 
Statlonmaster 
Manager 
Co"ntractor 

Total Category 1 

1 
2 
3 

81 

166 
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1 
3 
o 
o 
7 

14 
3 
o 
4 
o 
1 
o 
1 
o 
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Occupa tl.on of 
Father 

J 

* Entrants from 
Quebec 

GATEGORY II: SEMI-PROFESSIONAL AND LOWER 

Bookkee.p_er 7" 
~Ral.'1wa'Y ·F,',oreman 2 
Super 3. n tenden t 
Tea Inspector .1 

Bread Inspector 2 
Department Head 1 
Land Surveyor 2 
High~ays Foreman 1 
Foremen 14 
Manuf acturer 7<"1.., 

Butter Inspector • 2 
Ml. 11 Foreman 1 
~nspector 1 

1 , 
Total Category II 42 

CATEGORY III: CLERICAL AND SALES 

Hardware Merch~nt 1 

~ Real-est.te Agent 3 
, Merchant 7 

~ Travell1ng Salesman 9 
Butter Dealer 2 
Butcher Shop Clerk 
Wood Merchan t 5 
Wholesale Merchant 
Shipper 
Cheese Merchant 4 
Insur.ance Salesman .... 5 
C lerk 7 
Ty.pist 3 
Bank Clerk 1 

Total Category III 50 

• 
\ , 

r 

.' 

- 1 

* Elltrants from 
Quebec who 
professed f3.nal 
vowe 

ADMINISTRATORS 

3 
1 
1 
0 

1 

o ' 
0 
7 
5 

1 , 
22 

1 
2 
5 
6 

~ 

0 
1 
3 ~ 

, 0 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
0 

26 

167 

T 

.. 

" 



1 

( , 

.. 
...,.11«" 

Occupat1.on of 
Father 

t Entrants from 
Q~~bec 

CATEGOR·Y TV. SKILLED AND SEMI'.SK l r,.LED" 

Barber 6 • Butcher 1 3 

Baker 9 
Decorator 2 
Pa1.nter , 4 

Plumber 1 3 

Mach1.ne Operatorl 
Elèctr1.c1.an '0 

Electr1.c1.an 7 
R a1.'l way Employee 8 
Tramway Employee , 2 

Locomot1.ve Eng1.neer 1 

Nav1.gator 4 
Conductor (Ra1.lway) 1 

Tramway Conductor 2 
Photographer 1 
Paper Craftsman 1 
Upholsterer 
M1.ller 
Organ Tuner 
Mould Maker 

. Dressmaker 1 
Bookb1.nder 1 
Wood Meusurer 3 
Mechan1.c 20 
Carpenter 9 
Ironworker 14 
Mason 3 
J01.ner 71 
Fl.sherman 1 
Rl.veter . 1 

Ml.ll Worker 1 
Tal.lor 6 
Stonemason '1 
Weaver 2 
Tinsmith 2, 
'Roadman " "- 2 
Shoemaker 9 
Plasterer 1 
Lathe Operator 2 

J .. 

'" 

.. Entrants from 
Qu~bec who 
professed f1.nal 
vows 

5 
5 
7 

1 

7 .' ' a 

5 
3 
3 
5 
0 
3 
0 
0 

1 
0 
0 

1 
0 
8 
6 
'7 

1 
39 

1 
1 
0 
4 
0 
·0 

a 
0 
3 
0 
0 
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Occ~patl.on of 
Father 

• Entrants from 
Quebec 

CATEGORY IV (cont1nued) 

Brl..cklayer 
Ferrv Boat Employee 
Coppersml..th 
Butter Maker 
Imperl.al 011 Employee 

Total Catego'ry IV 

3 
1 

2 

CATEGORY \i UNSKILLED WORKERS 

Caretaker 
Statl.on Caretaker 
Transport Drl.var 
Carman 
Trae Planter 
Gardener 

4 
1 

2 
4 

Dept. of Highways 
Worker 
Worker at U of M 
Day Labourer 

Employee 1 
1 7 

1 
159 

Total Category V 191 

CATEGORY VI: PUBLIC SERVICE 

Sher1ff 
Sacr1stl.n 
Nurse 
Night Watchman 
F~ Collector at Montreal 
Light, Heat & Power 

Cl..vil Servant 
Elementary School Teacher 
Police Capta1n 
Post Offl.ce Worker 
Policeman 
Rural Postman 
Telegraph Operator 
Fl..reman 
Captal.n 

Total Category VI 

4 

3 

1 0 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 

33 

• En tran ta f rom 
Qüebec who 
professed f l.nal 
vows 

o 

o 1 

o 

i 31 

2 , 
2 
3 
o 
o 
1 
6 , 

77 

93 

1 
3 
1 

, 3 

o 
4 
2 
1 
o 
o 
1 
2 
o 
o 

18 
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4f 
Occ'upatlol1 of 
Father 

CATEGORY VII 

Doorman 
Hotel Employee 

,Chauf f eur 

Total categorr 

CATEGORY VIII. 

CATEGORY IX: 

• Entrants trom 
Quebec 

PERSONAL SERVICE 

" 3 
2 
2 

VJ l 7 ' 

FARMftS 

535 

RETIRED 

20 

CA'l'EGORY X: UNKNOWN 

4 

TOTAL OF ALL CATEGORIES , ,229 

.. 

r 1 

170 

• Entrants trom 
Qu~b.c who 
professed flnal, 
vows 

3 

338 

10 

0 
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