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THE POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CAESAR ANWD CICERO

TO TEE CONCLUSION OF THI CIVIL WAR

Chapter I
Introduction
-1=-

The period of turmoil, anarchy, and bloodshed that
brought to a close the Roman Republic set upon the stage of
history two figgres which seem to share the honors of the
time. The names of Cicero and Caesar are almost synonymous
with the last days of the Roman Republic. And yet these men
in family, character; and ambition were the antithesis of
each other. Ilfarcus Tullius Cicero belonged to the equestrian
class. (1) At Rome he was called a "novus homo", a man whose
ancestors had not held any public offices (2) and one who
naturally met the o?position of the great families. (3) This
status affected his eharacter, consciously or unconsciously,
and put him on the defensive in his contacts with the aristo-
crats., As a young man he was a wltness to the abuses of the
power of the aristocracy in the terrible days of Sulla. (4)
It was in the defense of Roscius who had suffered at the hands
of this aristocratic tyranny that Cicero first came into the
political limelight. (5) This bold stroke won for him the re-
gard of the democratic party which was demonstrated in his

successful canvass for the offices of the "cursus honorum” at

TI7J Cicero - De Lege Agraria I, IX, 27; Livy 38, 7-9
(2) Cicero - De Lege Agraria II, 1, 1; II, 36, 11
(3) Sallust - Catiline, 23, 6

(4) Plutarch - Cicero 3, 2, 3

(5) Ibid.
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the earliest possible age. (1) Impulsive, a man of vacillat-
ing temperament, afreaid to commit himself in regard to per-
sons and situations, but always supporting the principle of
parliamentary government and constitutional usage, the great-
est lawyer and orator of his day, this man of the people es-
poused the cause of the senate.

Gaius Julius Caesar, on the other hand, had the prestige
of an illustrious family. (2) Not only was his family one
of the oldest and purest of Romen stock, but also it was im-
portant politically. (3) Caesar, too, in his early youth
came into contact with the tyrannical abuses of the Sullan
regime. (4) He dared to defy the orders of Sulla, and, being
connected by marriage with Marius, another "novus homo" but
the champion of the masses, Caesar allied himself with the
democratic party, (5) and though an aristocrat, with un-
wavering perseverance and ruthless purpose, he espoused the
cause of the people.

It was inevitable that these two men, althouzh drawn to
each other by common tastes in literature and culture, and by
the courtesy and generosity of Caesar, on the one hand; and
the zenulne patriotism of Cicero, on the other, should clash

politically. (6) Caesar's thinly veiled plans and ambition

TI) Cicero - De Lege Agraria II 1, 3; 2, 3, 4
(2) Suetonius - Divus Iulius 6, 1

(3) Ibid. 9, 2; Velleius Paterculus II, 41, 2
(4) Plutarch, Caesar I, 1

(5) Ivid. ] )
(6) Cicero, ad Fam. I, 9; ad Quint. II, 12
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for a one man power were repeatedly assailed by Cicero, an

opponent of all who desired power through unconstitutional

means, a supporter of a free state.



Chapter II
The Period Before the Coalition of Caesar and Pompey
-4 -

The political history of the last twenty-five years of
the Koman Republic 1s mainly concerned with the public careers
of the two men whose conflicting ambitions brought on the
Civil War, Caesar and Pompey.

"As long as earth supports the sea and air

the earth; as long as his unending task

shall make the sun zo round, and night

shall follow day in the heavens, each pass-

ing through the same numter of signs,--so

long will loyalty be impossible between

sharers in Tyranny, and great place resent

a partner." (1)
Cicero's unwavering affection for and support of the Republic
and hils partisanship of Pompey whom he considered the Repub-
lic's champion exerted a great influence on his political re-
lationship with Caesar. However, in the year 67 and 66 B.C.
we find all three supporting the same measures although for
diverse reasons.

In the year 67, the trade and commerce, (2) in fact the
lives (3) of the citizens of Rome, were endangered by the dar-

ing of the pirates. This had been a menace for years and had

been ineffectually combatted by previous generals. (4) Now,

(1) Lucan Pook II, line 89-93; Translation by J. D. Duff, M.A.
"__-dum terra fretum terramgue levabit
Aer et longi volvent Titana labores
Noxque diem caelo totidem per signa sequentur,
Nulla fides regni sociis, omnisque potestas
Impatiens consortis erit.”
(2) Cicero - De Imperio Gn. Pompei XI, 30, 31
(3) Ibid. - XI, 31, 32
(4) Ipbid. - XI, 33
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Gabinius, a close friend of Pompey, (1) proposed a law to

give Pompey absolute power over the sea in order to sweep it
clear of piracy. (2) The need was urgent, but to give such
power to one man was extreme. The people supported this
measure; (3) the majority of the senate opposed it on the
ground that such absolute control was a thing to be feared. (4)
Caesar advocated the law. In this he seems to have been in-
fluenced by twn things: one, a desire for popular favor; (5)
the other, the advisabilility of establishing a precedent of
extensive military power in the hands of one man. Cicero,
also, =zave the law his approval. As a justification for this
approval by one who was a supporter of the senate and consti-
tutional procedure, he claimed that the situation made it im-
perative. (6) The great admiration which he had at this time
for Pompey was another factor which influenced him. Again
the next year, after Pompey had justified the faith that his
supporters had had in his ability to overcome the pirates, (7)
it was proposed by the tribune Manilius to give him similar
powers in the war with Mithridates. (8) Mithridates, king of
Pontus, had been harrying the Romans on the eastern borders
of their domain for many years. Several generals had been

gsent against him but with no permanent results. Pompey, the

Plutarch - Pompey 25, 2

Ibid. 25, 4

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Cicero - De Imperio Gn. Pompel XVII, 52
Ivid. XII, 35

Ivid.
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outstanding military leader of the moment, seemed the man to
send. S0, when Manilius proposed the law to this effect,
Caesar (1) and Cicero added their support. Cicero's speech
was a eulogy of Pompey. In what better way could Cicero in-
gratiate himself with the people and win théir support in his
contemplated canvass for the consulship (2) than by supporting
their hero? Caesar's purpose was the same as in the previous
year. Dio says that he felt sure the bill would be passed,
énd, by approving it, paved the way for a similar »ill in his
own favor. (3) Caesar never failed to grasp an opportunity
and kept his goal ever before his eyes. Pompey's popularity
at this time may well have heen pointing his supporter a
lesson.

Not long did thils outward unanimity on political ques-
tions last. During his aedileship in 65, Caesar took advan-
tage of every opportunity which that office offered to secure
the favor of the people. He built public buildings, adorned
the Forum, and presented gladiatorial contests of greater size
than had ever been shown before. (4) Relying on the popularity
thus gained, Caesar now acted as Crassus's agent in a proposal
to meke Egypt a tributary dependency. (5) Caesar may have

foreseen that, if this were to happen, it would be necessary

T1) Dio XXXVI, 43, 2

(2) Cicero - ad Att. I, 1; Dio XX.VI, 43; 4, 5
(3) Dio XXXVI, 43; 5, 4

(4) Plutarch - Caesar 4, 2; 5, 4

(5) Plutarch - Crassus XIII



-7

to maintain an army there which later might be of great use

to him if he were able to secure the governorship of Egypt. (1)
Both men met with opposition: Crassus from Catulus; (2) Caesar
from Cicero. (3) In this stand Cicero was guarding the in-
terests of Pompey from whom, as I have saild before, he hoped

to gain support in his campaign for political office and whomn,
at this time, he seems to have sincerely admired.

The political office to which Cicero was now daring to
aspire wes that of consul, the highest position in the state.
The plots and intrigues, known through history as the Catili-
narian Conspiracies were already brewing, and, although they
were a blot on the escutcheon of the Roman State, nevertheless
they gave to Cicero the opportunity to earn for himself the
title of Saviour of nhis Country. It is necessary to consider
briefly the events of the three years prior to Cicero's con-
sulship and the part that Julius Caeser pleyed in those
events in order that we may understand the situation in that
famous vear of 63. Catiline had been governor of Africa in
the year 66, and, upon his return, intended to run for the
consulship. He was thwarted iIn this intention by a prosecu-
tion for malversation of funds in his province. Autronius and

Sulla were returned as consuls, but immediately disqualified

(1) Suet. XI
(2) Plutarch - Crassus XIII, 1

(3) Rice-Holmes Vol. 1, p. 227
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for bribery. Thereupon Cotta and Torquatus, the defeated can-
didates, were declared consuls instead. A plot was contrived
whereby Cotta and Torquatus were to be murdered and Autronius
and Sulla reinstated. The plot misfired. (1) Just who were
implicated in this plot it is Impossible to state because of
the great diversity of opinion of the ancient writers. Of
them all, only two implicate Caesar: Suetonius and Asconius.
Suetonius tells us that his sources of information are Tanusius
Geminus, the edicts of Ribulus, and Gaius Curio, the elder. (2)
Not much importance can be attached to these informants for
all references of Tanusius Geminus to Caesar are hostile, (%)
the edicts of Eibulus are worthless, (4) and the speeches of
Curio not impartial. (5) Suetonius also says that Cicero in

a letter to Axius hinted that Caesar was involved. (6) The
letter is not extant and so we have no means of knowing the
value of this hint. When we consider that Suetonius, Sallust,
Dio, and Cicero all discuss this plot with only the above
evidence against Caesar, we may conclude that 1f he did play

a part in this drame, 1t was played behind the scenes. It is
interesting to note that although this has been called the
First Conspiracy of Catiline, three of the anclent sources

omit any mention of his name. Catiline was brought to trial

T1) Cicero - Catiline I 6, 15; Sallust - Cat. XXIII;
Cicero - Pro Sulla IV 11, 12; Pro urena 38, 82

) Suet. IX, 2

) Cambridge Ancient History Vol. IX p. 479

) Suet. XX, 2

)

)

Suet. XLIX, 1; LII, 3
Ibid. IX, 3
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regarding his government of Africa and Cicero tells us in a
letter to Atticus that he considers defending him. (1) With
our knowledge of Catiline's subsequent acts, tihis statement
comes as a shock. Eut we must remember that at this time
Catiline stood in no worse light than the majority of ﬁoman
politicians. In 64, Catiline and Cicero were to be candi-
dates for the consulship along with Gaius Antonius. (2) At
first, Cicero, the "novus homo" looked upon Catiline, the
aristocrat, as an advantageous colleague. But Catiline and
Antonius were supported by Caesar and Crassus; (5) Cicero, on
the other hand, was Pompey's man. (4) As the campaign drew
to a close, the flagrant bribery of the electors by Catiline
and Antonius became public talk. (5) Cicero, spurred on by
the advice of the Handbook for Candidates, which his brother
Quintus had sent him, to the effect that he should make every
effort to defame the character of his opponent, delivered an
invective against Catiline in which he charged him with com-
plicity in the plot of the previous year and hinted at
Crassus's guilt in this same conspiracy. (6) The charges
brought by Cicero were followed by rumors of deeper villainy
on the part of Catiline and turned the scales in favor of

Cicero at the polls. The people realized that Cicero was a

T1) Cicero - ad AtUT.

(2) Cicero - ad Att. 1, 1, 1
(3) Ascon., ed. Clark p. 83
(4) Plutarch - Crassus 135, 1
(5) Ascon., ed. Clark p. 83
(6) Rice Holmes Vol I p. 240
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staunch supporter of the Constitution and the senate, both of
which were being jeopardized by the acts of Catiline and his
adherents, and they now gave Cicero their votes. He was
elected by a great majority, with Antonius as his colleague. (1)

While Cicero had his eyes fixed on the consulship, Caesar
was winning prestige and financial power for himself by secur-
ing the office of Ponjifex Maximus left vacant by the death of
l‘etellus Pius. (2) Although his competitors were men of im-
portance and influence, (3) Caesar won the election. This was
an important office. It was held for life and, owing to the
way religion and government were involved in the Roman state,
the chief pontiff wielded power in both spheres.

In the year 63, Cicero entered upon his consulship--a
"novus homo" in the highest position in the state. This same
year Caessr had finished his term as aedile and was praetor
elect. IIis course ahead was charted in his own mind (4) and
he intended to take advantage of every favorable wind to carry
him toward his goal. (5) By agrarian legislation he saw a
means of ingratiating himself with the plebeians and securing
power for himself. Historians differ as to whether there were
one or two agrarian measures proposed by Caesar: the first

measure involving allotments of land from all over Italy,

Plutarch - Cicero 10, 1; 11

Plutarch - Caesar VII 1-3; Suet. XIII
Plutarch - Caesar VI1I 1

Suet. IX, 2

Dio XXXVII 37, &3

]

(2R N AV
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exclusive of the Campanian Lands; the second providing for
the distribution of the Ager Campanus and the Campus Stellas.
The Ager Campanus had been public land since 211 B. C. and was
the fertile farming country of Campania. The Campus Stellas
was a section of the land north of Volturnus. It seems likely
that there were two bills, the second including the Campanian
land and plain of Stellas, proposed before the people after
the first had been rejected -y the Senate. At any rate,
through the agency of the tribune Rullus, Caesar proposed
agrarian measures. By the terms of these bills almost un-
limited power was olaced in the hands of a commission of

ten. (1) These commlssioners were to be elected, not by the
thirty-five tribes in the customary manner, but by seventeen
so that the support.of nine tribes only would insure elec-
tion. (2) Every candidate for a place on the commission must
present himself in person. (3) This commission had the right
to purchase private lands for allotment, (4) to take the Cam-
penian land and the plain of Stellas for distribution, (5) to
settle in these places the poor and the veterans. (6) The
commissioners were to act as administrators and the money to
purchase this land might be secured by them through the sale

of land, of property, 1in fact by whatever means they pleased. (7)

TI) Cicero - Le Lege Agraria II, VII, 16
(2) Ibid.

(3) Ibid. IX, 24

(4) Ipbid. I, V, 5

(5) Tbid, I, VI 18-22; In Pisonem II, 4
(6) Ibid.

(7) Ibid. II, XIV, 35-37
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Cicero did not look upon an agrarian law in itself with dis-
favor (1) and when he first heard of such a proposed law he
intended to support it, i1f it were of benefit to the plebe-
ians. (2) When the bill was brought forward, he saw in it
great danger to the authority of the senate in the great

power invested in the ten commissioners and a direct slap to
Pompey who was deprived of a place on this commission by the
clause which required that a candidate must be present in
person. (3) In pretense the blll offered to the people relief
from poverty and an outlet\for the surplus population of the
city. In reality they would be substituting labor on the soil
for corn doles and games. Cicero showed them that they would
cain nothing and the commission everything. (4) It is easy

to see that Caesar's bill had the ulterior motive of power for
himself which would equal and even surpass that of Pompey with
his supporting army. In the defeat of this bill, Cicero won

a decided victory over Caesar, and, if he had not already done
so, from now on Caesar must have realized that Cicero's ora-
tory which could sway the people, influence juries, and cow
his opponents, was a factor whiclhh must be taken into consid-

eration.

Cicero's famous speeches against Catiline and the subse-

Cicero - De Lege Agraria II, V, 10
Ibid. II, V, 12
ibid. II, IX, 24
Ibid. II, XI, 15

R
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quent execution of the consgpirators, which had such a disas--
trous result for him, occupied the final months of his con-
sulship. (1) However, this plot hac been some time in the
making, for Sallust in his "Catiline" says that Catiline (2)
first called his followers together in June 64. Catiline's
defeat at the »olls in the elction for the consulship had not
changed his objective although it neceéssarily altered his plan
of compaign. Wwhat he had hoped to accomplish under cover of
a political office he now determined to gain through open re-
bellion. As has been said, there is little to prove that
Caesar played a role of importance in the Catilinarian con-
spiracies, still a contemplation of the political picture of
these years offers ground for interesting conjecture. At this
time Pompey through his successes over the pirates and in the
Mithridatic Wwar had acquired almost unbounded power. Also the
senate's influence was strong as evidenced by the conviction
of Autronius and Sulla and the subsegquent election of Cotta~
and Torquatus. The possibility of a military dictatorship in
the hands of Pompey and a strong senatorial powef were dis-
tasteful to Caesar and Crassus who by 6o B. C, were termed t:ue
"leaders of the popular party." In this popular party were

many malcontents who looked to their leaders for action to

T1) Dates of speeches HNov. 8, 9; Dec. 3, S
Cicero - ad Cat. I-IV passim
(2) Sallust - Catiline 17
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alleviate their position. However, Caesar was evidently not
ready to declare himself openly, but, as has been seen in his
Agrarian Proposals and will be seen later in the'prosecution
of Rabirlus, he tried to dominate the situation through the
agency of others, It is reasonable to suppose that he was
aware of the designs of Catiline and his followers and stood
ready to avail himself of his services if Catiline should be
elected to the consulship. To this end he probahrly used his
influence to gain this office for Catiline. However, when
the schemes of the conspirators progressed from political in-
trigue into brigandage and even murder, Caesar and Crassus‘
realized that the conspiracy had gone heyond the point at
which it might serve their interests and both men gave Cicero
information concerning the plot. If Caesar and Crassus gave
thelr support to Catiline while he was canvassing for the con-
sulship, Cicero, as an opposing candidate, must have been
aware of what was going on. He must also have realized, as
Caesar himself did, that open opposition from Caesar at this
time would have drawn the senate and Fompey more closely to-
gether. Although Cicero would have looked with favor upon
this alliance it certainly was not what Caesar wished. Caesar

would not be deterred from his purpose by mere legalities, but
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neither would he jeopardize nis ultimate success and risk the
loss of the popular favor which he then enjoyed. So when the
question of the punishment of the conspirators was raised in
the senate, Caesar's plea for leniency (1) only seems to in-
dicate that he had been aware of the proceedings and at some
time had given them his sanction, hoping to take advantage of
any profitable situation which might arise. Whether this
cognizance of the plans of the conspirators and his foresight
concerning the possible result, In the event of failure, and

his knowledge that the senatus consultum ultimum would be

used by the senate in attempting to quell the uprising,
prompted him to scheme the prosecution of Rabirius (2) or not,
it is impossible to determine. At any rate, the conspiracy
must have been already organized when Labienus, upon Caesar's
instigation, had charged Rabirius with a crime which he had
committed thirty-seven years before. This was not in the in-
terests of justice, but to make a test case of the senatus

consultum ultimum (3) under the protection of which Rabirius

had committed the alleged crime. The denouement (4) of the
affair placed it in the realm of farce as far as a legal case
was concerned and indicated its unimportance as such. However,

one wonders that this experience did not forewarn Cicero, for,

PIutarch - Cicero 21; Caesar 7, 8; Sallust - Cat. 51
Dio 37; 26, 8; Suet. - Div. Iul. 12

Cicero - Pro Rabirio I, 2; II, 4

Dio 37; 27, 3

pmma
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at the time of the condemnation of the Catilinarian conspira-
tors, he did not seem to realize that the passage of the

senatus consultum ultimum did not protect a Roman who was act-

ing under this decree from attack by his enemiles., It was
pleaSing to Cicero, who was a staunch supporter of the senate,
that the ultimate decree, which technically gave~to the sen-
ate the power of a dictator, be maintained. That the senate
should have this dictatorial power was not only displeasing
to Caesar, the democrat, but might prove disconcerting to
Caesar, the radical.

By the close of the year 63, Cicero had proved himself
the outstanding lawyer in Rome and the greatest orator of his
day; he had held the highest political position which the
Roman Republic had to offer and, while in that position, had
won the title of Saviour of his‘Country by his adroit handling
of the Catilinarian Conspiracy. He had reached the goal
toward which Caesar was directing his endeavors. PRut an event
occurred in 62, which, although it must have been a sensation-
al scandal in the Roman city, would, in itself have had little
historical importance, had it not been for the weapon with
which 1t armed Caesar to bend the recaléitrant Cicero to his

will. As Caesar was Pontifex Maximus the religious rites of
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the Bona Dea were held in his house. Publius Clodius, who
was reputed to be carrying on an illicit affair with Caesar's
wife Pompeia, entered the house in the disguise of a woman
and profaned the ceremonisls to which women only were ad-
mitted. (1) His presence was discovered and Caesar, in his
official capacity as chief pontiff, had public charges of
sacrilege brought against Clodius. (2) Although Caesar di-
vorced Pompeia, he made no personal charges against Clodius
relative to his affair with his wife. (3) The bill agéinst
Clodius for sacrilege, which was brought forwsrd by the con-
sul on decree of the senate, proposed that the praetor should
have the selection of the jurymen and tken use them for his
panel. (4) Cicero fought for the bill but finally it was
shelved (5) and a compromise, presented by Hortensius, was
adopted. The trial followed. Clodius attempted to prove his
innocence by an alibi which Cicero refuted. (6) Caesar
pleaded ignorance of the situation. (7) The result was an
acquittal by a small majority. (8) Without cdoubt Cicero's
evidence was an honest statement of fact. Caesar must have
had an ulterilor motive. Although, of course, he could not

foresee as yet the particular uses to which he might put

T1) Cicero - ad Att. I 12; T 13, 143 Plutarch - Caesar 9;
10 1-4; Plutarch - Cicero 28

(2) Dio 37; 45 |

(3) Plutarch - Caesar 10, &; Cicero - ad Att. I, 13

(4) Cicero - ad Att. I, 14, 1; I, 16

(5) Ibid.

(6) Plutarch - Cicero 29, 1

(7) Plutarch - Caesar 19, 6, 7

(8) Plutarch - Cicero 29, 6; Caesar 10, 7
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Clodius, and, even if, as Dio says, (1) his reason for fail-
ing to proffer charges was his opinion that Clodius, supported
by his rowdies, could not be convicted, 1t seems reasonable

to believe that Caeszr saw in him a clever tool whom he might

use to advantage and therefore, he refrained from incurring

his enmity.

(1) Dio &7; 495



Chapter III
Under the Triumvirs
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When Caesar returned to Rome in 60 B. C. from his pro-
praetorship in Spain, he was ready to sue for the consulship.
The most influential men in Rome at this time were Pompey and
Crassus, (1) but between them there had been friction since
their consulship in 70. (2) Caesar conceived the idea of rec-
onciling these men to each other and allying them both to
himself. (5) We learn from a speech of Cicero's that Caesar
invited him to be one of the three men of consular rank most
closely connected with him in affairs of state. (4) This
seems to indicate that Cicero thought there was a place for
him in the coglition had he been willing to assume it., We
know that at thig time Cicero and Pompey were on zood terms
for, in March of the year 60, Cicero writes to Atticus:

"With him (Pompey) I have formed such ‘an intimate connection
that both of us have been strengthened in our policy and are
surer in our political position through our coalition.™ (5)
Crassus and Cicero were always at enmity. (6) By uniting all
these disturbing factors to each other and to himself, Caesar
hoped to incur the opposition of no one individual and to

secure their cormon support. Cicero held aloof; the others

T1) Plutarch - Caes. 13, 2
(2) Suet. - Div. Iul. 19, 2; Plutarch - Caes. 13, 2;

Cras. 14, 1; Pomp. 47, 1
(3) Plutarch - Caes. 13, 2
(4) Cicero - De Prov. Cons. 17
(5) Cicero - ad Att. I, 19

(6) Plutarch - Cic. 30, 2
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united with Caesar in what hes been known as the First Trium-
virate. Ey the terms of this coalition Caesar was to be con-
sul in 59 and no step was to be taken by one of the members
which was not advantageous to all. (1)

Just as had been the case in the first days of Cicero's
consulship, so the subject of land laws held the attention of
the legislators at the beginning of Caesar's term of office
in 59. (2) The first bill was an agrarian law which had a
two-fold purpbse: first, to secureﬂland for Pompey's veterans;
second, to relieve the congestion of the population at Rome. (3)
The majority of the Optimates resented the bill but offered
no open opposition. (4) After frequent delays and postpone-
ments and persistent opposition from Cato, the bill was car-
ried to the people and passed by them. (5) Although the bill
had been proposed in December, 60, (6) the commission of twen-
ty who were to carry out its proposals did not get to work un-
til April. (7) The law did not prove satisfactéry and a
separate bill, Ager Campanus, was brought forward in May. (8)
In spite of Cato's continued opposition the bill was passed

and all the senators but one finally took an oath of ohedience

Siet. - Div. Iul. 19, 2; Plutarch - Caes. 14, 1

Appian - B. C. II, 10; Plutarch - Cato 32, 1; Caes. 14, 1
Dio - 38, 1-7; Cicero - ad Att. II, 3

Cicero - ad Att. II, 23, 2; Plutarch - Caes, 14, 1;
Appian B. C. II 10, 34-35; Dio 38, 2, 1

Dio 38, 2, 3; 38, 7, S

Cicero - ad Att. II, 3

Ibid. II, 15

Ibid. II, 16, 1; Dio 38; 7, S

PN STV SN N
OO DGO
N Nt S e}

TN TN SN N
e’ e e’



-21-

to the law. (1) The support of Pompey and Crassus for the
agrarian measure was guaranteed by the coalition. (2) But
what was Clcero's attitude? When one recalls the active op-
position which he offered to Caesar's previous agrerian legis-
lation, (3) one cannot help asking the reason for his silence
now. He seems to give us the answer himself in a letter to
Atticus, dated December, 60, where he states his political

attitude. (4)

"For either I have got to resist the agra-
rian measure strongly, which would mean
something of a fight, though I should gain
prestige by it; or I must hold my peace,
which is egquivalent to retiring to Solonium
or Actium; or else I must assist the meas-
ure, andé that is what they say Caesar ex-
pects me to do, beyond a doubt. For Cor-
nelius paid me a visit--I mean Faltus,
Caesar's great friend. He assured me that
Caesar will take my own and Pompey's opin-
ion on everything, and that he will make
an effort to reconcile Pompey and Crassus.
On this side of the sheet may be placed an
intimate connection with Pompey and, if 1
like, with Caesar, too; reconciliation with
my old enemies, peace with the populace,
and ease in my old age."

Cicero evidently decided to "hold his peace" on the agrarian
Question, at least. This was not in accord with Caesar's wish,
however, and when Cicero in his defense of Antonius (5) made
derogatory remarks concerning the times, Caesar apparently

felt no confidence in Cicero's support and little assurance

T1) Cicero - ad Att. II, 18; Dio 38, 7, 1, 2
(2) Pompey's sisport - Dio 38, 5, 4; Plutarch - Pomp. 48, 1
Crassus's support - Dio 38, 5, 5; Plutarch - Caes. 14, 5

(3) In 63 B. C. - See p. 9-11
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of his qguiet acquiescence. Accordingly Caesar began to look
about to see what pressure he could bring to bear on Cicero.
Before long there were reports that Clodius was already
aiming at the tribuneship. (1) Ry April of the year 59,
through the efforts of Caesar, as Pontifex Maximus, Clodius
had become a plebeian and was eligible for the office of
tribune. (2) In that same month Cicero hinted at an attack
upon him by Clodius and expressed hope that Clodius and the
Triumvirs would quarrel. (3) Clodius himself still smarted
under the sting of Cicero's damming evidence in his trial for
sacrilege and Cicero unwisely continued to jeer at him in pub-
\
lic. (4) It is a question, however, whether, left to his own
devices, Clodius would have taken any steps of retaliation
against Cicero. As the year of Caesar's consulship drew to a
close and Caesar noticed Cicero's persistent rejection of his
advances and determination not to yield to the pressure of the
Triumvirs, (5) more drastic measures seemed inevitable. At
the end of his term of office, Caesar was to assume the pro-

consulship of Gaul. (6) What was to prevent Cicero from at-

T1) Cicero - ad Att. II, 1

(2) Cicero - ad Att. II, 7; Suet. - Div. Iul. 20, 5;
Dio 38; 12, 2

(3) Cicero - ad Att. II, 9

(4) Ibid. II, 1

(5) Cicero had refused a seat on Caesar's land commission,
a legatio on his staff in Gaul, and a legatio libera -
Cicero - De Frov. :Cons. 41; ad Att. II, 18, 3; Flutarch -

Cicero 30, 3 ]
(6) Suet. - Div. Inl. 22, 1; Plutarch - Cic. 30
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tacking the questionable legislation of Caesar's consulship (1)
during his absence and, by means.of his oratorical skill and
invectlve, nullifying his important acts? Caesar had both
seen and felt the force of Cicero's opposition (2) and was not
the man to belittle the power of his opponents. Therefore he
took steps thfough Clodius to remove the threat to his plans. (3)
So on the first of January, Clodius brought forward four
bills. (4) Three were designed to protect himself and his laws,
and the fourth, although it was directed against all who should
put or had put a Roman citizen to death without condemnation
of the people, was aimed specifically at Cicero. (5) Of course
Cicero frantically opposed the bill. Clodius declared in the
Senate and in the Assemblies that he was acting with the ap-
proval and support of Caesar and Fompey. (6) When the passage
of the bill seemed certain, Cicero assumed the attire of mourn-
ing and sought the assistance of his friends. (7) All failed
him in his need. Caesar, not wishing to acknowledge his part
of the plan, declared that all knew his attitude on the matter
from his speech which he delivered in the senate when the ques-

tion of the disposition of the conspirators was raised. How-

Ti) Suet. - Div. Iul. 22, l; Cic. - ad Att., II, 9; II, 19, 2;
Dio 48, 1-O

(2) Cicero - De Lege Agraria and other political speeches

(3) Dio 38; 14, 3 . ]

(4) Dio 38; 12, 13, 14; Plutarch - Cicero 30, 4

(5) Dio 38; 14, 5; Plutarch - Cicero 30, 4; Velleius

Paterculus II, 46 .
Dio 38; 14, 7; Cicero - Pro Sestio 17
Plutarch - Cicero 30, 4
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ever, as this was all past, he would advise no action on the
matter. (1) It is interesting to note that as late as July
Cicero says that Caesar had asked him to go to Gaul as his
lieutenant. (2) If Cicero had accepted this post and his con-
duct could have been guaranteed by his presence with Caesar
in Gaul, no more stringent measures would have been necessary.
Pompey's protestations of friendship (3) and his minimizing
of the danger from Clodius (4) encouraged Cicero and he felt
that he could withstand the attack through the help of his
friends. (5) Rut when the final hlow fell and Cicero looked
to Pompey for aid, Pompey avoided the issue by betaking him-
self to one of his country estates. (6) This indeed must have
been a bitter hlow to Cicero. Not only had Pompey given him
assurances of affection and support during the recent months
but he had also expressed to him his dissatisfaction with the
polltical situation. (7) Now, deserted by the Triumvirs (8)
and denied help by the consuls, (9) at the insistance of his
friends and family, (10) Cicero left the city. Cicero's at-
titude during his exile, as shown by his correspondence, (11)

does not enhance our estimate of his character. Lis fate was

(1Y Dio - 38; 17, 1-5

(2) Cicero - ad Att. II, 19

(3) Ipbid. II, 19; 20

(4) Ibid. II, 21, 22, 24

(5) Ibid. II, 18, 19

(6) Plutarch - Cicero 31, 2

(7) Cicero - ad Att. II, 23

(8) Cicero - ad¢ Quint. I, 4, 4

(9) Flutarch - Cicero 31, 4 .

(10) Cicero - ad Quint. I, 4, 4; Plutarch - Clc. 31, 4
(11

) Cicero - ad Att. Book III in toto; ad Quint. I 3, 4
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unbearable and his letters to his friends were pleas and en-
treaties for them to help him secure a rec2ll. During Cicero's
absence, Clodius, like many of nis kind, by going to extremes,
defeated his own purpose. Not content with Cicero's exile,
Clodius wrought further vengeance upon him by burning his

house and villas and confiscating his property. (1) HNot
satisfied with this, he antagonized Pompey. (2) Tigranes,

King of Armenia, who had surrendered to Pompey after Pompey's
successful campaign against ilithridates, King of Pontus, had
been in Pompey's triumph and, at this time, was in custody at
the house of Lucius Flavius. Clodius was instrumental in
securing his escape. (3) Pompey apparently thought that
Clodius had gone too far; at any rate, he took up the cud-

gels on Cicero's behalf. (4) Ze sought the approval of Caesar,
however, before he made a definite move. (5) When Cesesar had
gone to Gaul, he had left agents at Rome to look after his in-
terests and to inform him of the popular temper. (6) The sym-
pathy of both the Senate and the people was so strongly in
favor of Cicero by this time and the affair had occasioned such

disorder and even bloodshed in the city that Caesar evidently

(1) Dio - 38; 17, 7; Plutarch - Cicero 33, 1; Cicero - Post
Reditum in Senatu 7, 18

(2) Dio - 38; 30, 2-3; Plutarch - Cicero 33, 1-2

(3) Cicero - ad Att. III, 8; Dio 38; 30, 2-3

(4) Dio - 38; 30, S

(5) Cicero - ad Att. III, 19

(6) Suet. - Div. ITul. 23, 2
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thought 1t wise to agree 'to the return of Cicero. (1) 8o, in
December, at Pompey's instigation, a law was proposed by Len-
tulus to this effect. (2) Its passage was delayed by hostile
tribunes and Quintus Cicero was dragged from the platform when
he attempted to speak in his brother's favor. (3) But Pompey,
backed now by Caesar's consent, gave the bill his support
openly, not only in the city, but also in the outlying towns. (4)
So In July, with Clodius's gang held in check by a similar mob
headed by Milo, the bill for Cicero's recall was passed. (5)

The welcome which Cicero received upon his return must have
done much to heal his wounds. (6)

Prompted by his gratitude to Pompej for his help in ef-
fecting his recall, Cicero, on the day after his return to
Rome, took steps to repay him. His opportunity to do this
came from a shortage in the grain supply on that particular
day. (7) Clodius, still vindictive, blamed Cicero for this
shortage, saying that the great throngs in the city of those
who had come to welcorme him had occasioned it. (8) Meetings
were held to consider the matter and Cicero proposed that

Pompey be put in charge of the corn supply. (8) By the pas-

T1) Cicero - Post HReditum in Senatu 3, 7; Plutarch - Fomp. 49;
.1, 2; Cic. 33, 3 ]

(2) Cicero - Post Reditum in Senastu 5, 5; Post reditum in

Quirites 5, 11 . . ,

(3) Cicero - Pro testio 61, 1l2¢; clutarch - Cicero 33, 2

(4) Cicero - De Prov. Cons. 18, 43; In Pisonem 32, 80

(5) Dio 39; 8, 2-3 )

(6) Cicero - ad Att. IV, 1; Velleilus Paterculus 45, 3

(7) Cicero - ad Att. IV, 1

(8) Ibidc.

(¢) Ibid.; Plutarch - Pomp. 49, 4 & 5; 50, 1
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sage of thls law Pompey acquired great power both on land and
sea., (1)

Cicero had scarcely been in Rome eight months when he
again mede a move which was bound to arouse Caesar's ire.
What had occurred between his return in July and his reopening
of the Campanian question in March which gave -him the en-
couragement to take this most hostile step? This whole in-
terval was occupled with violence and rioting. Clodius was
attempting to bring Milo to trial. (2) Pompey was supporting
1’7ilo, a move not destined to meet the approval of Caesar. (3)
When Pompey arose to speak in Milo's behalf, Clodius's rowdies
used every insult and means of abuse to deter him. (4) Pompey
even accused Crassus of plotting against his life. (5) An ac-
tion for rioting was btrought against Sestius, (6) and as Ses-
tius had WOrked for his recall (7) and his brother Quintus had
urged him to keep on good terms with him, (8) Cicero took up
his defence. In this speech he made an attack upon Clodius,
Caesar's tool, and, in his cross examination of Vatinius, (9)
another henchmen of Caesar, he delivered a slanderous invective

on him. He received from Vatinius taunts upon his friendship

Flutarch - Pomp. 49; 5

Cicero - ad Quint. II 3, 1

Ivid.

Ivid.

Ibid. II 3, 3-4

Ibid. II 3, 5

Cicero - Pro Sestio 33; ad Att. IIIL, 23
Cicero - ad Quint. II 3, 7

Ibid.
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vith Caesar, now that Caesar was successful. (1) Cicern, per-
suacded by these indications of distrust =nd dissension among
the “riumvirs, and flusined by his courtroom successes .(2) and

nopularity, (3) hegan to show traces of rehellion. In renly

to Vatinius he solid he prererrec the luciz of firulus, Caesar's

-

impotent colleague i his consulshlp, which Vatinius regardec
as sheer ruln, to the triumphs and victories of them all; and

before the seme nan In another part of hls speech, he declared
that those who prevented Eibulus from leavinz his house during
his consulship and tiose who forced him, Cicero, to leave his

were the same persons. (4) ot content with these unwise

comments, in arch he made the inexcusable blunder of attack-

(@
o}

esar's land laws. He proposed that the question ol the
Czmpanian land be laid hefore a full senate. (5) The motion
wes carried (6) and with 1t went the remnents of Cicero's

freedom.

(1) Cicero - ad ram. L, 9, 7

(2) Cicero - ad avt. IV 2, 1

(3) Cicero - ad Guint. II 3, 7; 11 4, 6
(4) Cicero - 2d Fam. I 9, 7

(5) Ixid. I 9, 8

(6) Ibid. I 9, ¢
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From Crassus, whom he met at Ravenna, Caesar learned of
Cicero's defection. (1) A few days later these two joined
Pompey at Luca. All were annoyed at Cicero's action. (2) He
had broken the promise which had been made to Pompey by Quin-
tus, under the terms of which Caesar had given his consent for
Cicero's recall. The question of the Campanian land was 1im-
portant to Pompey as it would provide a2 place for his veterans,
and, for the ssme reason, it would be vital to Caesar when he
returned from Gaul. (3) Even more important than‘the guestion
of this particular measure, however, was the evidence it gave
of Cicero's attitude. It was obvious to all three that Cilcero's
tongue must be restrained and Pompey was assigned the task of
bringing him into line again. (4) Pefore we consider the re-
sults of this rebuke to Cicero, let us look again at the agree-
ment of the Triumvirs at Luce.

According to this agreement, Pompey and Crassus were to
stand for the consulship in the year 55 and when their term
of office was over, the former should be proconsul in Spain
and the latter in Syria for a period of five years. Caesar's

proconsulship in Gaul was to be extended for another five years.

T1) Cicero - ad Fam. I 9, 9

(2) Ibid.

(3) Caesar - Bellum Civile I 14, 4
(4) Cicero - ad Fem. I, 9, 9
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At the close of his term as governor of Gasul, he was to be
allowed to step directly from his province to the consulship. (1)
Taken on its face value, this division of power seemed just,
providing, as it did, each member with the consulship and the
proconsulship together with the army such an office entailed.
After the meeting Caesar returned to Gaul, (2) and Pompey set
forth for Sardinia, there to see Quintus Cicero and charge him
with his brother's disloyalty. (3)

Crowds, both of the common people and those of senatorial
rank, had thronged to tle meeting of the Triumvirs at Luca.
However, their session was private and the terms of their
agreement were kept secret for some time. (4) Perhaps the
first repercussion was felt when Cicero heard from Quintus
after Pompey's visit to him. Cicero had talked with Pompey in
Rome after the motion concerning the Campanian land had heen
passed in the house and Pompey hed given him no intimation of
his annoyance. (5) Although it seems hard to believe that
>Cioero thought such a move on his part would go unchallenged,
still Pompey's silence would have culeted his qualms. It was
not long before the blow fell in the form of the rebuke through
Guintus and a visit from Vibullus. In his talk with Quintus

Cicero, Pompey stated the Triumvirs' requirements in regard to

TI) Cicero - ad ram. I 9, 9
(2) Caesar - F. G. III 7, 1; 9
(3)- Cicero - ad Fam., I 9, 9
(4) Plutarch - Pomp. 41, 3-S5
(5) Cicero - ad Fam. I G, 9
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he found 1t inm-
possible to support them, e must refrain from attsck. Fompey

made 1t very clear thet Cicero had been sllowed to return from

exile on this understending only. This had been the concition

agreed upon by Ceesar and Pompey. (2) Cilicero must have

]

realizec that, aenceforth, as lonz as Caesar and Fonney re-
mained in ag reement anct cictated the repurlic's policles, he

must conform to thelr wishess i1if e expected to be allowed to

<
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remain at Rome. If we recall lis reactions to his banisrment
anc realize thaet he ad reason to relleve he might he exiled

azain, we are not surprised thet he determined to "try to win

fection of trose who nave some influence.!" (3) Faced

with tls necessity, he neld, in a letter to Lentulus, an

11 1. )

imazinary conference with the state, trying to explain hls
chanze of front and, 1t seeus, Tryin_; to convince nimsell that
he hacd telten the better part. e crgues in this manner.,

"For my part, if I saw thaet the Stote was
in the hands of unscrupulous and arandoned
citizens, as we lmow occurred 1in the days
of Cinna as well as other times, not only
should I not Ye tempted hy the prospect of
material hrenefits, which have but little
weignt with me, »ut neither could I be

(1) Cicero - ad Fem. I ¢, ©
(2) Ivrid. )
() Cicero - ad Att. IV, O
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forced by any considerations of danger--
and yet the most intrepid of men are af-
fected thereby--to espouse their cause,
no, not though their services to me were
proved to be exceptionally great. When,
however, the leading man in the state was
Gnaeus Pompey, a man who had gained such
power and eminence as he has by the high-
est political services and the most bril-
liant military achievements, one whose
claims I had conspicuously supported from
my youth upwerds, and as conspicuously
promoted both in my praetorship and in my
consulship; when, moreover, he had himself
given me the help of his advice and exer-
tions; and when he regarded my enemy as his
one great enemy in the state, I really did
not think I had any reason to dread very
much the imputation of inconsistency if in
the expression of some of my opinions I
made a slight change in my political at-
titude, and contributed my moral support
to the advancement of a most illustrious
man who had laid me under the greatest ob-
lizations. In this determination I was
obliged, as you must see, to include Cae-
sar, the policy and position of the two
men being so intimately connected. Here

I attached great weight as well to the
long standing friendship, which, as you
yourself are aware, my brother Quintus and
I had with Caesar, as to Caesar's courtesy
and generosity, which even in this short
time I have recognized and acknowledged
both in his letters and his acts of kind-
ness to me. I was profoundly influenced
too by the interests of the state, which
geemed to me to demur any quarrel with
tose great men, especially after Caesar's
extraordinary successes, and indeed em-
phatically to forbid it." (1)

One wonders if this argument convinced the state. It seemed

T1) Cicero - ad Fam. I 9, 11
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hardly to convince Cicero, himself, for later in this same
letter he admitted that he had been impelled most strongly by
the pledge which Quintus had giveﬁ to Pompey in his name. To
make this rightabout face evident to t-ose most closely con-
cerned he seems to have taken four definite steps. First he
supported the motion regarding the pay for Caesar's soldiers
and the appointment of the ten lieutenants. (1) Second he
abandoned the Campanian land measure when it came up on the
fifteenth of May. (2) The third was his palinode, (3) men-
tioned in a letter to Atticus, and the fourth, the speech on
the consular provinces. Just what the palinode was and when
it was composed has been a questlon of historical debate. T.
Rice Holmes has made a study of the evidence and the dates,
and concludes that the palinode was a letter which Cicero
wrote to Pompey after he received the visit from Vibullus. (4)
Although written to Pompey, the letter would seem to be in the
light of a personal explanation to Caesar who, by this time
had gone back to his war in Gaul. His public recantation was
the speech on the consular provinces. The question before the
senate was the matter of the distribution of these provinces.
Cicero spoke against the supplanting of Caesar in Gaul, but

his speech was more a eulogy of Caesar and the public restate-

Cicero - De Prov. Cons. 1l
Cicero - ad Quint. II 8, 2

Cicero - ad Att. IV, b5 .
T. Rice Holmes - The Roman Republic Vol. II p. 292 -

Cicero's palinode and cuestions therewith connected
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ment of the arguments he had presented to himself in his talk
with the state. It was his admission that he had bowed to the
exigencies of the times and the importunities of the Trium-
virs., He admitted that throughout his political career he had
been of cifferent opinion from Caesar in affairs of state but
without any interruption of friendly intimacy. (1). But now
that Caesar and the senate were in agreement, since the senate
had decreed a thanksgiving in Caesar's name, now that the
senate had changed and was favoring Caesar, so Cicero favored
him too. (2)

By these acts, Cicero cast in his lot with Caesar and
Pompey. In his letters, he frequently seemed to be trying to
convince himself that he was contented with his position. (3)
He stayed away from the city and devoted himself to his liter-
ary pursuits. (4) He felt that public affairs were in the
hands of Pompey, Caesar, and Crassus and he looked for no
change in this status during his generation. (5)

Amidst rioting and bloodshed, Pompey and Crassus were
elected to the consulship for 55 as had been planned by the
Triumvirs. (6) Domitius, who had threatened to bring an in-
quiry into the acts of Caesar's consulship, was the only man

intrepid enough to oppose the candidacy. (7) With his defeat,

TI) Cicero - De Prov. Cons. X; XXIT

(2) Ibid. X
(3) Cicero,- ad Fam. I, 9, 18; I, 9, 21; ad Att. IV 8a

(4) Cicero - ad Att. IV 15, 2

5) Cicero - ad Fam. I, 8 2
§6§ aocor_"piv. Tul. 243 Plutarch - Pomp. 52; Cras. 15;

Dio 39, 27-36 .
(7) Plutarch - Pomp. 52; Dio 39, 31
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this danger was removed from Caesar temporarily. In due time
the Trebonian Law, (1) by which Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus re-
ceived the provisions stipulated at Luca, was passed in spite
of great opposition, especially by Cato. (2) At the end of
their consulship, Crassus set out for Parthia (3) with the ex-
pressed purpose of waging war with the Parthians. (4) Refore
he left, by the wish of both Pompey and Caesar, he and Cicero
were reconciled. (5) At any rate in accordance with their re-
quest, Cicero made the friendly gesture of having Crassus at
his house for dinner on the evening before he left. The
friendship which existed between Cicero and young Publius
Crassus probably tipped the scales in favor of a reconciliation
with the youth's father. (6) One cannot feel that Cicero's
real feelings toward Crassus had altered much’and this act of
his was just further evidence of his determination to steer a
straight course. Although both Crassus and Pompey had held
levies of soldiers during their consulships to use in theilr
provinces, Pompey remained in Italy and sent his lieutenants
with 1s troops to Spain. (7) He spent much of his time, now
that affairs had guieted down a bit, with his young wife Julila

to whom he was devoted.

The elections for the year 54 were hot beds of bribery

{I) Plutarch - Pomp. 52; Dio 39, 33
(2) Dio 39, 34, 2

(3) App. II 3, 18

(4) Plutarch - Crassus 16

(5) Cicero - ad Fam. I, 9, <0

(6) Cicero - ad Quint. II, 9

(7) Plutarch - Pomp. 53
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and intrime.. (1) There were indications of an interregnum
or even a dictatorship as delay followed delsy. (2) Finally
Luclus Domitius Ahenobartus and Anpius Claudius Pulcher were
electec. In this year occurred the deatlr of Julia, Pompey's

wife and Caesar's daughter. (3) Julia seems to have been an

these men were devoted and

iy

estimable woman to whom *oth o
her death broke one of t:e strongeét ties which bound thenm
together. (4) The fact that the people huried her with pomp
and honor in the Campius lartius instead of allowinzg Pompey

to Tury her on one of his estates snowed the rezard the popu-
lace had for the alsent Cassar.

In February of 54, we learn from Cicero's correspondence
that arrengements were under way for uintus Cicero to zo to
Gaul to serve under Caesar. (5) From this date on, altzough
he lements the political situation, (6) we find in his letters
constent expressions of affection and esteem for Caesar (7)
and references to Caesar's cdeep rezarc for him. (8) Trebatius
Testa, a young lawyer in Rome, wos serving under Caesar in
daul. Trebatius wes an intimete friend of Cicero anc was

nighly recommended by Cicero to Ceesar. 'The whole tone of the

i) Ticero — &d ATE. IV, 15, 16, 17; ad Guint. II 15b;

Plutarch - Pomp. 84, 1-5 _ _ . ~
Cicero - ad Att. IV 13, ad Quint. II 15a; IIT 2, 3; 8, 4;

App. II 3, 20

\V]

(3) Dio 3¢, 64; App. II 3, 1¢; Pluterch - Caes. 25, 4; Pomp.
53, 4; Vell. Pater. IT 46, 2

(4) Lucan - Bk II 1 111-118

(5) Cicero - ad Quint. II, 12

(6) Cicero - ad Atv. IV, 18

(7) Cicero - ad quint. IL, 15a; ZII 1, 18

(8) Cicero - ad Fam. VII, 17; ed Att. IV, 17; 1V 1¢; ad Guint.

IT 15a, IIL, 1
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letter of recommendation is one of regard and friendly intimacy.
The letter begins: "Observe how I take it for granted that I
have in you a second self, not only in what concerns me per-
sonally, but 2lso in what concerns my friends." (1) Not only
in this letter to Caesar himself, but also in his correspondence
with Trebatius there is a vein of affection and an indication
of a happy relationship. "How earnestly I have written to |
Caesar about you, you know yourself; how often I alone know.

But now, I confess, I have broken off correspondence, for fear
I should Ee thought to distrust the friendly fecling of one

so generous and so fond of me." (2) And again in a later let-
ter he says, "After the change in my plans, observing that
Caesar was treating me with marked honour and exceptional re-
gard, and recognizing the man's amazing liberality and uncom-
mon sincerity, I introduced and recommended you to him with
all the gravity and earnestness 1in my power. What I said he
accepted in the same spirit, and he has often incicated to me
in his letters and shown you too by word and deed that he waé
deeply impressed by my recormendation.”" (3) Caesar had two
opportunities at this time of which he misht take advantage

to maintain this feeling of goodwlll and to further ingratiate

himself with Cicero. He made use of each. Ke welcomed Quin-

(1) Cicero - ad fam. VII, 5, 1
(2) Ibid. VII, 10, 3
(3) Ipid. VII, 17, 2
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tus on nis staff in Gaul (1) and gave him preferment. (2)
Cicero was devoted to his hrother Quintus snd consequently
any favor shown to him wos an even greater one to llarcus.
Furthermore after his return to Rome from exile, Cicero was

in straightened circumstances financially (3) and a loan which
Caesar made him to assist in the restoration of his property,
damaged by Clodius and his gang, did much to blot out the
memory of the role Caesar played in his vanishment and to
cement their subsequent friendship. It has been pointed out
that too much dependence cannot re put on his extravagant
praise of Caesar and his expressions of his own devotion to
him, voiced in his letters to Quintus, as it was quite possible
that these letters might fall into the hands of Caesar. (4)
Some allowance, too, must be made for Cicero's tendency to be
fulsome. (5) Put, in his letters to Atticus, to whom he talks
as if to himself, we find repeated statements of his regard
for Caesar. From November of 54 to May of 51, when he was on
his way to Cilicia to serve his proconsulship, there are no
extant letters from Cicero to Atticus. FProbably they were

both in Rome during this period. The few letters which we have

(1) Cicero - ad Quint. 1I, 12 _

(2) Cicero - ad Att. IV, 19; ad Quint. I1I, 1

(3) Cicero - ad Att. IV, 1; V, 13

(4) Cicero - ad Quint. III, 1, 213 %, 2;,9, 3

(5) Cicero - ad Quint. III, 6, 4 - "-—-that in all the
world I have found in Ceesor the one men to love me
as I could wigh, or even (as others think) one man

who had any wish to do so."
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for this interval are to unimportant people and do not help
us to explain Cicero's change of feeling for Caesar which
took place during this time. £ consideration of events in
Rome and of Caesar's situation in Gaul mey throw some light
on the problem.

In view of the friendly relationship between Czesar and
Cicero at this time and Cicero's obvious desire to conciliate
Caesar in every way, 1t is not so surprising that he consents,
at Caesar's request, to defend Vatinius whom he had so bit-
terly attacked a few years before. (1) Xe succeeded in secur-
ing an acquittal for him. Shortly after this, Gabinius was
faced with three prosecutions upon his return from Syria. Al-
though CGabinius called Cicero "exile" (2) in a verhal alterca-
tion in the senate, Cicero did not yield to his natural in-
.clination to undertake his prosecution. Pompey was using every
means to have Gabinius acquitted. We recall that at this time
Pompey was theoretically proconsul in Spain, but, after send-
ing his troops ahead under his lieutenants, he had remeined
in Italy. So he could not enter the city himself without in-
curring censure, but his agents worked hard for Gabinius's ac-
quittal. Of course Cicero realized that Pompey would resent

any opposition from him. In a letter to Quintus he wrote:

=

T1i) Cicero - ad Quint. II 16, S
(2) Ibid. III 4, 2
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"Pompey would not have thouzht he was having a struggle with
me for Gabinius's salvation, but for his own position; he
would have entered the city and it would have ended in our
becoming enemies." (1) In spite of the fact that Cicero did
not oppose Gabinius in his trial, he barely escaped conviction.
In a later trial Cicero yielded to Pompey's insistence and
acted as Gabinius's counsel. (2) He did not secure an acquit-
tal. So Cicero bowed to the wishes of Caesar and Pompey and
won success in his case for Caesar but suffered defeat in his
case for Pompey.

The elections for the year 53 were delayed; L. Domitius
Calvinus and M. Valerius liessala were finally returned as con-
suls. Two events occurred in this year that tended to hasten
the split between Caesar and Pompey. (3) Crassus's army suf-
fered a terrible defeat at the hands of the Parthians and
Crassus was killed. Caesar made a move to cement the alliance
anew by offering to Pompey his niece Octavia in marriage.
Pompey's refusal of this offer was an acknowledgment that he
was ready to-abandon the partnership and stend by himself.

For the elections of the year 52 Milo stood for the con-
sulship and Clodius for the praetorship. Cicero was a strong

supporter of Milo and solicited the aid of his young friend

TI) Cicero - ad Guint. III 4, 2
(2) Dio 39, 63, 5
(3) Lucan Bk II 1 103-111
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Curio to this end. 1In a letter to him, he said, "I doubt if
any man has ever been so concerned for his own security and
worldly wealth as I am for #ilo's promotion to office, upon
which depends, I am convinced, all I have in the world, and
I realize that you are the one man who can, if you will, help
him so much that he would not need any further assistance." (1)
Curio was a friend of Clodius and did not yield to Cicero.
The elections were delayed and the streets made perilous by
the armed gangs of the competitors. One day Milo set upon
Clodius outside the city; when he took refuge, Milo dragged
him out and murdered him. (2) Cicero undertook his defence
and tried to convince the jury that Clodius had been the
aggressor, but the presence of Pbmpey's armed soldiers,
stationed to keep the peace, unnerved Cicero and his speech
was a fiasco and Milo went into exile. (3) During the confusion
incident to the affair of Milo and Clodlus, Pompey had been ap-
pointed sole consul and had been authorized to raise troops to
quell the disorder. (4)

By this time Caesar was beglnning to see that it was es-

sential that he pass directly from the office of proconsul of

T1) Cicero - ad Fanm. II, 6 )

(2) Plutarch - Cicero 55, 1; Dio 40, 48, 233 App. II 3, 21;
Vell. Pater. II 46, 4-5; lote Cicero's interpretation in
his speech -

(3) Dio 40; 54, 1 & 2

(4) Plutaréh -’Pompey 543 Vell. Pater. II 46, 2; App. II 3, 23
A detailed study of the laws which Pompey passed while
consul for the third time and subseguently is irrelevant
to this paper, but the mention of the measures by which
Rompey attempted to deprive Caesar of his army, his prov-

ince, and his consulsiip is essential.

s e
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Gaul to thst of consul of Kome, o vhen 2e met Cicero at
Ravenna, Caesar recuested him to ave one of the tribunes,
Caelius, propose a bill for him. (1) This rill, known ss the
Law of the Ten Tribunes, authorized Caesar to stand for the
consulsnip while akrsent. (2) Tr-e first move in retallistion

which Pompey made was to bring forward a law that any citizen

s

who chose to do so mizht call for an account

Kl
A

Tom enyrody who
had helcd¢ office from the time of his first consuls:iip up to

the bresent. (3) i-1s was, in effect, en invitation for some-

one to brins a charge acalnst Caesar for tne acts of nis con-

4 ®

sulehip whicr fell wlithin the linits of trhe law. Then, in

spite of the fact that he nimself had disrecarded its terms
when he was made sole consul, Pompey now revived the law that
cormanded throse wio soucht office to present themselves before
the assembly. (4) Also he hed passed a law which provided

trat tl.ose who nad reld office should not »e sent to a province
until five vears after their term of office had expired. (5)

4

Poth of these laws were cisastrous to Caesar. 'lne first an-

nulled the Lew of the Ten Trirunes. e ceconc ole It pos-

- am e At e L e e
3ibhle for o successor ho he gent to Toul ot emy tims, wiiich

v

T

X}

Av)

o contrary to tre a-reement made at Luca in accordance with

L7

¢

the Sempronisn Law. Pompey himself chenged the first law by

11) Cicero - ad Att., VII 1, 4; VIIL 3, S
(2) Flatarch - Pomp, 553 Zio 51, 2 & 3

(%) ipn. II 3, 23

(2) ™o 49, 58, 1

(5) Suet. - DTiv. Tul. 23, 3; Dio 40, 30, 1
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inserting a clause which made it ineffective in the case of
persons to whom special permission had been given. (1) This
did not remove the danger of an immediate successor, however.
The law concerning the consular provinces affected Cicero,
also, and sent him to Cilicia in 51 as proconsul. (2) Cer-
tainly now Pompey was showing his hand; the rupture between

Caesar and Pompey was evident.

{1) Dio 40, 56, 2, &
(2) Plutarch - Cicero 26
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After Pompey's consulship terminated, motions detrimental
to Caesar were continuously brought forward in the senate.
In July, the question of a successor to Caesar was raised. (1)
This question was postponed by the motion that "Pompey should
return to the city as soon as possible so that the succession
to the provinces might be dealt with in his presence." (2)
On two occasions after that a quorum was lacking in the sen-
ate. (3) PFinally on the 30th of September in the year 51, the
senate voted to instruct tae consuls of the year 50 that, after
the first day of the month of kMarch, they should bring forward
s measure concerning the consular provinces and that they
should decree that after that date it should take precedence. (4)
Curio, one of the tribunes, who, prior to this time, had been
an opponent of Caesar, now begsn to talk in his favor. (5)
Curio had been deeply in debt. Caesar, who now especially
needed strong supporters, had paid his debts (6) and secured
for himself a willing champion. (7) Curio cleverly dissembled

at first (8) but finally brought forward a bill that all per-

(1) Cicero - ad Fam. VIII 4, 4

(2) Ibid.

(3) Ibid. VIIL, 9, 2

(4) Ibid. VIII, 4, 5

(5) Ibid. VIII, 6, 5

(6) Plutarch - Caes. 29, 3; Suet. 29, 1
(7) Dio 40; 60, 2, 3, 4

(8) Vell. Pater. II 48, 4, 5
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sons in arms must lay these aside and disband their legions

or else they should not strip Caesar of his weaspons and €x-
pose him to the forces of his rivals. (1) In this year Caesar
was deprived of one of his legions on the pretext that it was
needed for a Partnian War that was threatening. (2) When
Caegsar was hard pressed during his Gallic Campaign, Pompey had
lent him a legion. (3) Now he was asked to return this and
also to send one of his own for the anticipated war. (4) This
war did not materialize and Pompey kept the two legions in
Italy established at Capua. (5) It is interesting to speculate
what the story of the next six years would have been, had the
senate been forced to send one of these men #ith an army to
gquell the Parthian threat in the East. Caelius apparently saw
this possibility =2s a solution of the problem, for, writing

to Cicero in Cilicia in august of the year 50, he said, "well,
unless one or the other of them goes to fight the Parthians,

I see the imminence of violent feuds, which only the sword and
force will settle. Each of the two is well prepared in reso-
lution and resources." (6) Pompey was seriously ill at this
time and there have been conjectures upon the outcome of events
nad he succumbed. The circumstances of his 1life after this

year certainly brought no added glory in historv. Spurious

T1) app. 11; 4, 27; Plutarch - Powp. 58

(2) Caesar - B. G. VILI 54; 3. C. I, 2; Plutarch - Poup.
56, &; Dio 40, 65; App. II 4, 29

(3) Plutarch - Caesar 29, o

(4) App. II, 4, 29

(5) Caesar - B. G. VIIT 35; App. II 4, 30

(6) Cicero - ad Fam. VIII, 4, 4
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reports were brought back to Rome by those who went to Gaul
concerning the legions for the Parthian War. Thev said that
Caesar's troops were longing for home and even that they were
ready to come over to Poupev. (1) We know from their loyalty
to their commander later that this was not true and evidently
designed to throw disfavor on Caesar and belittle his strength.
In April, a motion that Caesar snould quit his province on the
13th of Novenber was vetoed by Curio. (2) Pompev was deter-
mined not to allow Caesar to be elected consul unless he had
given up his army and his province. (3) Caesar was firmly con-
vinced that he could not safely do this. (4) He did, however,
offer a compromise; namely, that both should deliver up their
armies. (5) In the elections for 49, Caesar's candidate was
defeated and his enemies, Lucius Lentulus and Gaius karcellus,
were elected consuls. Aantonius, whom Caesar had won over to
him, was elected tribune. Antonius read a letter from Caesar
relative to this compromise before the people. (6) Then fol-
lowed a proposal by the consul iarcellus that a successor be
sent to take command of Caesar's province as his term was now
expiring. (7) Curio seconded tnis motion but added a rider

to the effect that Pompey should resign his army and his prov-

ince too. (8) Pompey's term of office was not over so the

1T app. 1I; 4, 30; Plut. - Caes. 29, S & 4
(2) Cicero - ad Fam. VIII, 11; VIII, 13
(3) Ibid. VIII, 14

(4) Ibid. )
(5) Suet. 29, 2: Cicero - ad Fam. VIII, 14; Plut. - Caes. 2O,

l, 2
(6) plutarch - Caes. 30, 2
(7) app. II, 4, 27
(8) Ioild.
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senate had no risht to deprive nim of his office andé this pro-
posal met'with.Opposition. Curio then moved thet both men re-
sign. By this motion he won the approbation of the people

but the ire of the consul larcellus who went to Pompey and,

on his own initiative, suthorized him to take up zrms against
Caesar. (1) Curio was powerless to act in this instance as

Pompey was outside

1

tne clty anc therefore outsice the scope

of tribunician powér. As his term of office was almost over,
Curio set forth to Caesar at Ravenne. (2) After this meeting
witn Curio, Caesar decided to make one more effort for peace

and dispatched Curio back to Rome with the propogition that

he should be allowed to keep Cisalpine Zaul and two lezions. (3)
T™is was re’iected by the senate. &L proposal by Scipio that

)

Caesar should dishand his army refore a fixed date, and, that,

if he failed to cdo so, he szould be declared a public eneny

was adopted by the senators but vetoed by Antonius and Caelius. (4)
Piso and the tribune Roscius proposed to go to Ravenna to report
these measures to Caesar and reguestecd thet time be allowed them
to meke this ‘ourney. (5) Uhils permission was refused. The
senate, on the 7th of January, nzssed the ultimate decree.

"Trne consuls, the praetors, txne tribunes, anc all the procon-

sulars who are near the city shall talte measures trnat the state

(1) Plutarch - Pomp. 58; App. II, 4, 51; Dio 40; 64, 4

(2) App. II, 4, 31; Dio 40, 66, 1

(3) Caesar - B. C. I, @; Suet. 29; Vell. Pater. II 59, 4
Pluterch - Pomp. 59; Caesar 31; App. II 5, 42

(4) Caeser E. C. I, 2

(5) Irid. I 1, 5

.
3
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Incur no harm." (1) Antonius, Cassius, Curio, and Caelius went
to join Caesar at Ravenna. On the following days measures were
passeC 1in the senecste that a levy should be held throughout
Italy anc money snhoulc be zranted Pompey. (2) Whien a recort

of these happeninzs came to Caesar, he called the ‘" irteenth
Legion to him, explained the situation and appealed to their
loyalty. He then proceeded to Ariminum where e met the
tritunes. (3) The Civil wer had virtually rezun. owever,

L. Caesar and Hoscius were sent to Caesar by Fomoey to urge

him to abancon hils design azainst the state. After he heard
the report of tnese men, he made one more effort for peace and
sent the followinz ultimetum to the consuls anc FPompey at Capua:
"Let Fompey 70 to Ixls own provinces, let us dishand our armies,
let everyone in Italy lay cown =is arms, let fear be bsasnished
from the state, let free elections snd whole control of the
republic be handed over to the senate and the Homan People.
That this may he cone more easily and on cerinite terms and be
ratified vy an oath, let Pompey himself come nearer or allow

me to approach him. In this way a conference will settle all
disputes." (4) rompey countered with the demend that Caesar
should return to Gaul, cuit Ariminum, and c¢istand hls forces;

if he Jdid this, FPoupey would co to the &Lpanish provinces. (5)

(1) Ceesar E. C. I, 5
(2) Iridg.

(3) Iria. I, 1, 7, 8
(4) Ivrid. I, 9

(56) Irid. I, 1, 10
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Ceeser rejected the offer and started soatir with his forces.
anile this struggle wes zoing on &t Rome, how. had Caesar

teen faring in his concuest of %aul? His first fivé.years in

the province were marked by military successes withx practically

no serious reverses. Tre story of the next five years 1is a

different one. In the summer of 54 he mede his second expedil-

tion to Erit

)

2in; (1) ne returned in the f=l1l to find Gaul in

a state of unrest. (2) In the winter that followed occurred
the defeat of the Romags at the nancs of the Lhurones and tThe
disaster at atuatuca. .e remainder of the year wes spent in
repressing one revolt after gnother. (3) Although Gaul was
momentarily cguiet when Caesar left to hold the courts in Cisal-
pine Gaul, it was by no meens conquered. The year 55 saw fur-
ther revolts and Caessr's exnedition to Germany. The rebellion
of Vercingetorix with the subsecuent sleze of iAlesia followed.
Thst was a desperate strugsle and, when 1t was finally over,
Caesar remained in Jaul for the winter instead of rcturning to
his usuel winter quarters. Thils was well Tor before the final
conquest of the yzar £1, he was called upon to cuell other
rebellious tribes. (4) “hen all Ceul was culet and he had made
every effort to keep it peacealle by acdressing the states in

friendly manner, by restowinZ honor anc¢ presents upon the chierls,

(1) Caesar - E. G. V 1-23
(2) Ibvid. V, 26

3) Ibid. V 26-58

4) Ibid. VIII, 1

P
L
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and by imposing no new burdiens, he went to Cisslpiwe Ceul to
look out for his ovn interests.

we mow that in accordence with = law passed bty Fomdey

waich stated that trhe proconsuls should assume Lhe duties of
nrovincial governors five vears after their term of office had
zpired, Cicero hed heen cohliged to hecome =ovarnor of Cilicié.
For three years prior to his ~eparture, there zre no extant
letters from him to Atticus. s£lso there are no letters to
tulntus siter lecember »f 54, Ir his last letter to Atticus
before the two and one half year =ap in correspondence, Jicero
refers to his "really ¢elizhtful association with Caesar.” (1)

l

When one considers this an’ cother more flatterin: end frequent

re:"erences to Caesar in earlier Istters, one 1is 1lmnressed with
tiie fact thet there is so little mention of him in Cicero's

letters from Cilicia. Although e wes kept informed in detail

of the political situstion in Rome hry the letters of Caelius,

he makes only cursory allusions to it in nis letters to Atticus.

e did refer to the debt that he owed Caesar and to his earer-

ness to ave it pald., (2) ‘ie s-ould perheps take Into consider

tion trat Cicero was rmceh concerned with his own affairs at this

time. e hated to tre avway fron home end his lsttevs are fmll
of =leas to his various friends to do all In thcir vower to

(1) Cicero - aa Att., IV, 1¢
(2) Ivic. V &, 10; 3, 13
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nrevent any extension of nis term of office. ~fter his success-

ful military campai~-n, ne bhecomes possessed with t76 ifes of a

o

R
!

PJ 8 j_L_‘.

triunoh and malkes every effort to put this matter el
fluential vrovle to secure their supnport. When he arrivec¢ in

Athens »n his return trip, he seemecd to zwslle to the situstion,

]

cnd e sald to Atticus:

"FPor myself, I seem to foresee a terrific
strugsle, (unless, indeed, the same zod
who wrought a?ove my boldest hopes in fre
ing us from a Partaian War, taze pity on
the state) anyhow, such a terrific struzsle
as there never has been before. True, the
celamity would fell not only on me, hat on
every one. 1 don't aslz you to consider the
wider problem, solve my own 1little case, 1
entreat. Don't you see that it is you who
awe responsible Tor my friendship with both

Pompey and Caesar? Ah, would that I had
listened to your friencly acmonitions from
the outset.

'Thou couldst not swey the ST
in m7 breast.! (1)

“nt, at last, however, you persuaded ne to
be friendly w1tn tae one, because e had
done so much for me; with the other, Tbe-
cause he wa3s SO powc”'ql. well, I dicd so,
to hoth of them. “or my ldea was this.
A11ied with Pompey, I should never have to
te guilty of political LfOPOpPlGEy, end
s1ding witn Coeser, I erounld not heve to
fi~-nt with Pomoey. So close ras the alll-

rit

}_.J-

ance of these two. Fut, now, on your own
showing andéd in my view thers tareztens a
dire strusile between them. Bech of them
counts me his friend unlegs 2erteps Joeser
is dissemhling; for Po*ﬁeJ nae no Jdoubt,
rizhtly supposing that his present pOllEi—

T1) Odyssey 1X, 55
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cal views have my stronczest acproval. Tut
hoth have sent me lebtters (wnich came with
yours) in terms that would appear to meke
more Of me then of anyone at all. Eut what
am-L to do? I don't mean in the long run.
If the matter 1s to *e fouzht in the field,
I see 1t would be-tetbzr to be resten with
rompey than to win with Cszesar. Fut what
arout the points in derzte on my arrival--
eifusing the claims of the candidate w»o is
avay from Home and orderinc: the dishaending
of his army. There is no chance of evasion.
1 spealk azeinst Caesar? Vhere then the
sledze of plighted nends? For I assisted
in czetting Caesar orivileze on these two
points, when I was asked by him personally
at Ravenna to approach Cselius, tihe tribune,
to propose a2 bill. Asked by him personally,
do I say? Yes, and by our friend Founey,
in thet lmmortsl third consulship." (1)

1

Thig letter s=eeng worth custing =t lenzth heccuse 1t sets fortnh
Cicero's position at this time so clearly. After Cicero made

his recantat

1~ 2

ion in 55 and zllowed nimself to forget political
~ifficulties anc come under the sway of Caesar's friendly ad-
vences an< his charm, 2e¢ refused to face the possiztility of a
disastrous rupture between trhe two men. Thilis must héve tzen
~is attitude since e vty silent on all the news of political
sbtrife which Caelius reported to him whils e weg In Uillcia,

T o R y A= T T ~ ;
nowever, tebtween thelr mcebliny ot Tsvenna ond the eac of 30,

fallen ‘nto disgfovor vich Cilicero e€ither T

ct
o
a
a
D

Caesar mus
R Rl methins ars hi » by railing to do gometh ing for
coing sonmething agalinst him or oy rar.ing (1D 1’ Y

nim, for me says Go Atticus, "You do well not to doubt my at-

(1) Cicero - «d Att. VII, 1
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titude to polivics; and you cen ri tly fud-.e that Caesar has
not reen liberal to me considering v sevvices, cad considering
his lavisiness towerc others." (1) Ve mizht recall here that
in the Gallic correscondence, he mentioned honors that Coesar

menten nim to have. At the time he claimed that he cared

4]
Y
b

ja

nov’

O

inz for honors or zlory. (2) Cicero's character would
ratner refute these assertions. It may be possile that in

the stress of circumstasnces Caesar, sorzetime hetween the end

of 54 and Cicero's <Zeparture for Cilicia, dampened Cicero's
ardor in his venelf by faliling to promote his honor. (3) Did
Caesar ask more of him at the meetinzg at avenna than he was
willing to give, sonething that might be detrimental to Pompey?
Did Caesar's reverses and his critical situation in Gaul in

52 lead Cicero to fear his cowvmfall end influence him to go
over more closely to Pompey? All these a2re mere sugpositions;

tude. Wnatever

e

we have no direct evidence for his cranzsc atvc

N

may heve chenzed Cicero, outwardly, at least, Caesar main-

tained pleasant relations with Cicero for we learn from Cicero
himself that he hed received friendly letters from Caesar
durinz his stay in Cilicia an¢ upon 2is return. (4)

On lovember 24 of the year 50, Cicero arrived baclk in

Prundisium. In Czelius's laest letter to him, written on or

TTI) Cicero = =4 Att. VII, 3
(2) Cicero - ad @uint. II 15a; IITI 6
(3) Cicero - ad Att. VII, 3

(4) Ibid. VII, 1; VII, 3
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before the tenth of Lu~ust, he warned him again of the coming

struzsle and the dengers of it. (1) Cicero had come baclr with

the imperium and was wait
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secure kis triumph. (2) The fact that 1e was not ready to con-
mit nimself and cast in als lot with elther Powsew or Caesar
mey have had some welzght in urzing him to stay away from the

senate anc witizzold :is vote. He sow zrave canier snead and

determined to urge Pomoey to peace. (&) On the tenth of
& ih 2

(@)

Decemnber, he had an interview with Pompey. Pompey encouraczed

him concerninge hils triumph and urged him not to go to tne
sensts, (4) ©FPo-pey hinted =t war and seld that the split re-
tween himself and Caeser had recently widened by the fact that
Hirtius, Ceesar's close essoclate, he? come to Kome and nad
not called on nim. Cicero drew a little comfort from the hope
that, if Caesar's term of office was renewed anc e zalned the
supreme nower, nhe would not risic everythinz in war, (5) From.

this conference with Foi:
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December, Cicero expressed himself as on the sicde of Fompey, (3)

rat felt that =211 woul”® prefer to yleld to Ceesar's demends

rather then to fiznt. (7) At thiz second meeting Cicero learned

3 %

that Pom-ey's desire was not Ifor oeace but for wer znd that he

nheld Casesecr's forces in contempt. (2) Cicero seems to nave teen

T1) Cicero - &d Fam. VIII, 14
2) Cicero - =d khtt. VII, 3
3) Ibid.
) Irid. VII,
) Ibid.
) Ibid. VII,
) Ihid. VII,
) Irid. ViI,

o @ (Lo

4
5
6
7
8
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swayed by Pompey's persuasiveness at this meeting for he com-
plained to Atticus of the inconvenience of paying his debt to
Caesar since e wanted the money for his triumph. The deht
nust be paicd because "it 1s bad form to owe money to & politi-
cal opponent." (1) From December 27 to January 17, Cicero did
not write to Afticus »ut we know that important events were

following each other in rapid succesgsion. The senatus consul-

turn ultirmum rhad finally Yeen passed, the tribunes had joined

Caesar, and on January 11, Caesar .ad crossed the hublcon and
sent nhis ultimatum to Pouapey. Pompey offered his counter pro-
posal which Caesar relected. (2) Pompey deserted Home and

retired to Capua to the two.leglons which he had taken from
Caesar. (3) Cicero wss horrified at the desertion of Home by
Pompey and the report that town after town had zone over to
Csesar. (4) Cicero had been asked by Pompey to uncdertake the
supervision of the levy on the Campanian coast and he assumed
this "oeaceful task." (5) He continued to rall at Fompey's

>

policy or rather lack of policy. (8) iggusted with Pompey's
t

ct
1.—' »

ions, e seemed to vaclllate for a moment and question
whether he should join the party that "held the fielc.™ (7)
Yet the very next Fay he exulted over the desertion of

Labienus, one of Caesar's most valued llieutenants, and con-

TTI) Cicero - ad Att. VII, 8

(2) Caescr E. Co I, 5

(5) Cicero - ad Att. VII, 11; Ceesar . C. I, 14
(4) Cicero - ad Att. VII, 11

(5) Ibid.

(6) Ivid. VII, 12

(7) Irid.
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)

sidered him a hero. (1) His letter to Atticus on this day
reflected his ~loomy outlook. ie loolred for the worst from

]

Caeser, 1T Rome £cll into %is hanfs. Se saw no nope from Pom-

i

pey. Yo Atticus e summed it up as follows: "Put the ©ime
of compromise Is passecd., The future is orscure. ¥We, or our
leader, have brouzht t:inzs to such = pass, thet neving cut
to sea without a rudfer, we =must trust to the mercy of the
storm." (2) Iy the 25th of January, Cicero had gone on to
Capus wiere he met with the consuls. fy this time Pompey's
counter proposel hod zone to Laesar end LHle rompelans were
awalting his reply at Cspua. A1l nhope of peace depended on
Cagsar's response anc 211 hoped it would re fevorable and war
would be averted. (2) Cicero nimself felt ot Caesar would
vield and withdraw his zerrisons. While he was waibtin- for
Czesar's reply to Pompey, Cicero received a message from

vaeser trhroush Trebatius in which Jszesar recuested Cicero to

remain near the city. (4) Cicero menlicd to Trehs

he wszs remaining on nis country eststss znd talzing no sctive

part. To Atticus he added the proviso that this was his stand

only so long as peace l=sted. (5) Ey Ferruary 3rd, “icero had

learned of Caesar's rejection of the tsras and his spirits

(G

l;a

were very low. (6) Indicztions sointed to flight on Pomney!s

TTI) Cicero - ad Att. VII, 13
(2) 1Inid.

(3) Irid. VII, 15

(4) Tric. VII, 17

(5) Ibid.

(6) Inid. VII, 19
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part and Cicero wes in a cucndery. "The winter, my lictors,
the improvidence an¢ neglect of the leaders prornt me to stay;

my friendship with rompey, the ceuse of the loyalists, the dis-
srace of essociatlion witn a tyrent pronpt me to flee.™ (1) 4

letter from Cae

%)
%)
o

r wrging peace =nc a message from Dolabella,

an adnerent of Caesar and Cicero's son-in-law, and from

Caelius stating Caesar's sctisfectlion wits Cicero offer im

Corfinium 2nd¢ his zppesls ©o rompey for aid, which was never
siven, (3) end cdurins Pompey's retrest to Zrundisium, (4)
Cicero's spirits rose anc fell znt nls declslon to> joln Pom-
pey wavered or strengthened in proyortion a2s the nesws wes

Tevorotle or uniocvorarle to the Pompelian couse.

l...

If Cicero dlsanproved wnen Pomrzey lelt Houws, he viclently

objected to his proposed Fflizht fron Italy. (2) To his mind

o)

no ceneral -ed sver ecn Zuilty of nore diggraceful concuct, (6
“e _—ar reen torn by indecigion cg to ls stend while Pompey
remeined in Italy; nis 113

In referring, in a lstter to Atticus, to Iis remerx that he

Q0

would »refer to be conquered with Pouzey ratier taen to conquer
with Caesar, he stated that thot waes the old Pompey, his hero

or ideal, not t-is new Pompey who fled hefore the enemy. (7)

Cicerno -
Ibicd. VI
Ihid. VI
Ibid.
Irid, VIII,
Irid,

Trid. VIII, 7
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During this period, Cicero was In correspondence with roth the

generals. Letters from Caesar approved of =nd encourazed nis

neutrality. (1) Pouper, on tae other hand, wented Cicero to

iy

join him. (2) While Caeser was pursuins Foopey t5 Frundisiw:,

he captured [lagius, Pourey's chief engineer. This man Caesar
sent to Pompey to ask that he might heve a conference with him
n the interests of the st:rte and their common weliere. (3)

cie received no re ly from Ponpey, but, even after he had started
overations for the siege of Irundlsium, re agcin csked for a

Jo m

meeting. (4) Offerins as an excuse the absence of the consuls,

-

Fo

Pompey refused to meet nim. Prior to this Cicero received a
letter from Eelbus wiich mizght well heve heen prompted rv Caesar.
In it e tegged Cicero to act as intermediary between Czesar

and Pompey, and assured him that Caesar was willing and ready
come to terms. (5) Cicero declared that it was not Pomney who
was urzing hinm to go but the attitude of the loyalist party

who felt that he shouls make this nove. (8) Then came & letter

T .

from E=lmus and Oppius in which they assured Cilcero that, 1if

-
(99

Ceesar attemnted a reconciliation with lrompey, he was the utn

) -

who should carry it on &s ne had connections with toth nartlies. (7)

On the otrer hand, T Ceegar wersisbel n weoinz wer, Clcero's
7 g Al . - - - K1 . _r._,.',_] A . e - 4.,:\;-6 (_.:,ﬁe 9.5 . t
revter npart wes to renein neutrél and not O TELe 810es 8.a1ns

Cicero - ad Att., VIII, 11
Ibid. VIII, 1la, 1llc
Caesar, I's C. I, 24

Ibid.

Cicero - ad Att, VIII, 15a
Imi2. VIITI, 16

iric. IX, 7a
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Pomney to whom he owed so vmch or to fisht acs

~
j] hE e e

.

nst Caesar,

They 2lso told Cicero that they would secure for -im Cszesar's

S FY Y

s

orat

W

LN
-
-

()]
P

onn of his neutrality. This letter was followsd imme-

dietely vy ovotnrer from Ealbus slone, wi:ich reiterated the

sentiments o the previous letter and enclosed a letter written
to Dppius and Lkal us by Czesar. Caesar declared it was hils

EN

[Q)

nction to

m

int ¢t with moderation and to do everything possihle

to effect a reconciliation with Pomzey. (1) As the possibility

h Pomney feiled, Caessr thouzht to bring

i

of a conference wi

<

3 2

about his purpose throusgh Cicero end to this enc e deslired 2

meeting with hin., e wrote to Cicero and staeted that he wished
to taize advantage of ris acvice, his influence, his positvion,

and'help of all sorts. (2) To:is statement Clcero chellenged
and 1in a letter asitzed Caesar outrizght whet e meant by it. Le
told nim frankly thet i re wanted nhils assistance 1n the in-

terests of peace, he considered himself sulted to th

] i

e reminded Caegsr ©

} o

haet, ag in the past he had upheld his rights,
so now wes concerned with Pomsey's rights. He declared that

Caeser and Pompey were his closest friends end Ttegzed that Caesar
would make it possitle for nim to Jischarge nis cebt o grati-

tude to Fompey and tring about a general peace. (3)

Surely Cicero was in a difficult position. The very struc-

(1) Cicero - ad att. IX, 7c
(2) Itid. IX, 11
(3) Ibid. IX a
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ture of the Herulic was belng trreatened by two men for roth

4

of whom ne nhed professed, in days gone v, a deep affection.

The conflict which years helfore e sew on the horizon but up-

on waich he rad closed his eyes, wos now heing wazed. Pompey

)

the party to whom he claimed allegiance, but to Cicero's

I~
Av)

thouzght Pompey's entire plan of campaign had been wrong. He
had ceserted Rome, he was planning to desert Italy, he had not
sent aid to Domitius, he had falled in military strategy. On

N

the other nend,

(@]

aesar whose forces Cicero had at first con-
sidered inadecuate, :ag swert down the »neninsula, cerrying all
trefore him. Cicero's belief trhat Caesar would ston at no
cruelty must have been shaken by Caessr's clemency towards all
the loyalists who fell into his hends. 1iils conficence in Pom-

k)

pey'ls early victory waned 2s he saw Coesrls success. e wes

kL

harassed iy doubts rezarding the empedlency of adherinz to

l_l.

he loyalists! cause and he was troubled by the consideration

of what his position should re 1n the event that Ceesar wa

victorious. Cilcero seems to he culte a patletic Iizure at this
time rather than the ohject of contempt walch many seem to con-

ider nim He was no longer young; ne nod served ss consul

obdedil @

CD

) M.

and just returned from his proconsulsaip orf oilicla, .=is polit-

(T\

~ ~

ical agnirstions hacd rcen sgatisfied buv tihe Innate love of
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slory still glowed in 2is breast. =e 2d teen surprisingly
successful in hisg military sctivities ir his orovince and the

hope of & Triuwupnh still dazzled hiz eves. Alfsirs at Foms
vere in turmolil and the cuestion of Cicero's triwsm: was
pushed into the background. leanwhlle wherever he went,

~

Cicero was accompanied by his lictors until tl.ey came to bhe
an embarrassment to him. (1) Fernapns 1t was not so much the
hope of o triumplh, although he was keenly dlsappolinted when
Cato succeeded in cuashinz the »nroposal for his<triumph in the
senete, that orompted him to zeep xls licstorg as 1t was the

excuse they elfforded him to remein awvey from the senate. It

had always heen dirfficult for Cicero to come to & cdecision.

|-. .
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Certainly tnis wos tne most
and thet cuality of vecillation still reset alm.

In the nidst of thelr struzsle for suprennacy ctre attitude
of Cicero toward their recspective ceouses loomed important to

both leaders. Pompey from the first urged Cicero to join nim

and, as will be remembtered, csked him to attend to the levy
of the troops in Caxpsnla. Cicero nominally assumed this task

1t took no actuel part in tie levy. Ceeser's attituce toward
Cicero was proksbly zoverned by Cicero's attitude toward nim,

and his ri~chatabout fece Irom the time wien he expressed such

TI) Cicero - ad rem. LI, 16
(2) Ipida. IV, 2
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devotion to him while his brotier wasg wit

cf
@]
)
)]
D

r in Zaul.

U
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i r to ove Theen

()

Of course 1t would hsve treen gretifying to

')
m
Q)
[0
j\v]

able to count Cicero in his canp which had not reen too zreatly
ausnented by men of aizh resute. Lince thls seemed impossiltle,
he ¢id everything in “is power to secure hils neutralily and

urzed i to act es an intercessor for peace. Cicero, however,

convinced that Poapey was determined on war and lacking con-

ficdence in Caesar's inteszrity, refused to slay tris role.
reenwnile the sieze of Irundisium continued and, on the

17+n of lerch, Pompey made his escape and, on tias 18th, Caesgar
entsred the town. ..lmost lmmediately e set out for iome. (1)
L.

. Tew cdaye later, llarch 28, ne end Cicero met =t Fowmise. FEe-

fore his srrival, Cicero wes 1i0st upset; disturbed hecause e

o

nad deserted Foupey in ~is flight; trourled over what his at-
t1tade shoulcd ™e when he met Ceesar and what demends Caesear
mizht melre of him. At the conference Caesar's poramount re-
quest wes that Cicero snould g0 to Gome to sttend the coming
nmeetiny of the senate. (Lcero was &’
e would zo only on the condition thet he should counsel peace
onc lement Pomsey's fate. They perted wit: toe recuest Ifrom
Caesar trct Cicero reconsider 218 decision. (2) <Cicero cerived

T

5 encouragenent for peace ITorl UNS interview ond, en 1t was

Tlg icero - ec Atc. IX, 15
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over, he felt sure that Csesar was snnoyed with ~%a. (1)
Three days later in = letter to iAttizus, he painted a zloony
picture of the future, proshesying tyrenny snd wicked civil
war. e announced his decizion to follow rompey. olis rea-

* 1

ons Iror to:ls, he saild, were twoinld: first, because e

(2

Jo

feared he mizht be crarged with inzratitude toward one who
had done so much for him; secondly, becsuse he could not rsar
to e a mere witness ol whstit wos noppenin: and was - inz to

reppen. (2)

arrived at Home on the first

02}
cr
I~
i3
o
.

C
)
®
n
4]
=
pu
=
m
¥

Zy othi
day of April and callec the meeting of th-e senate. At this

2o

meeting Caesar set forth his grievances in detail. e then

urged the senators to rovern jointly with him; if they were
unwillin- to co this, he stated that lie would administer the
state Zimself. (3) Fe 21so proposed that envoys bte sent to
Pompey to bring ciout a sebtlement. (4) Although this .iove
was approved by the senators no one was found who was willing
to undertake the taslk. (5) Caesar then seized the treasury
in spite of the ozposition of lletellus (8) and leaving af
at Home in chearze of Aemilius Lepidus and

rarze of larcus 4ntonius, he set out for Spain. (7)

Cicero <¢ic not come to Rome to attend the wmeetinz of the

Cicero - ad Att. IX, 18
ibic. IX, 1¢

o

)
(2)
(#) Caesar B, C, I, 32
(4) Inid.; Pltorch - Cees. 35
(5) Fluterch - Cces. 35; Caesar I'. C. Z2
(6) ippian II, 3, 40; Plutarch - vaes. o503 Dio IV, 1L, 17
(7) fhsian IT, 3, 41; Dio IV, 41, 18
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senate Tut remnalined Iirn: in the decisl on he hed given Ccesar
raen they ned met &t Forimise. He wes, however, most eager to
hear what was done at the session snd he tesousht Atticus for
a report. (1) Even “efore this report came, he had a letter

fr

oy Caesar in which e excused

the session of the senste., I- ¢
anziety he may eve 'old in t-lg ma
lived. A& rsport ceme to nim that

WO seexs ©o avs hed lititle loyol
hac¢ sent lstters to Caesar snd wog
presence. (4) 1inere he hed contrs
those of his father and uncle and
denarture from Itely. (5) Cicero

nim for

icero was relievecd

hig failure to attend

o =ny
nenne,
(3)

suioned to his

(2) =nd nuch greed,

oo
[

ai'cerus e

sted ~2is own views with

clisclosed l.ercus's proposed

feared that this treacherocus

betrevel of his plans would arouse Caesar's anzer, bat & call
from Cario rezgsures nim thelt Caesgsar wes still Iriendly and
sevs him Lone thct the reonort of Quintus's disloyalty ws M-
azcercted. (6) Cuario's outloolz was gloony, howsver; (7) =ze
20 no conridence thet Cassgar wonld relfre’n Iroa cruelty anc,
vren Cicero gsoid thet he was looling for 2 edlitcvy retrest,
ne urced nim to this end, remarking that he was of no use to
Caesar in Italy if he refused to attend the sencte. (2) A
few days later, Cicero wrote to Atticus that ke had made up

Cicero - ad 4the X, 1; X, 2
Ibic. X, 6; i, 7

Irid.
Ltid.
I.}_‘id .
Irhid.
I~id.
Irid.
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nis mind to 7o and only awalted favorsble weather. (1) With-
in a few days, nowever, somethin: ceaused him to change his

rnind. HZe ceclared it wes all right for Atticus ¢

O
s
@
|—o
o]

neutral; “ut ne was "under the bhond of an obligzatio

)
[ ]

V)
~—

=

his wzs a stragsle for the comstitution and it was between

two men hoth of whom wished to he king. As yet ne did not

friend that Curio had reported to im thet Caesar was losing

nopsular fevor. Perhaps this news stirred up Cicero's sense

of oblizetion and mede 1t ecsier Tfor i to p=y his Tiebt of
- 144

Ten doys later, rowscver, he wes teack In the val-

lev of “ndscision. Should he wait for trhe outcoxe of the
Spanish compalizn? Could e remeln neutral if the Porapelans

were defested in Scain? e propounded gquestion after cues-

4

tion. Than he confessed to Attlcus whet wos at the hottom of

"you will say I mizht surely nave crossed
the sea with Fompev. It was altogetier
imoo~°1bl . It is ©o reckon the days

ut nevert .eless (for let me confess the
trutﬂ, T do not even su7sar my confession)
supposinz I could, 1 wes mistaken over a
soint which perhsps ought not to have mis-

] s vut it did. I thought that peace
=3+t he made; and if it should be, I cid

T1) Cicero - ad Att. X, 6
(2) Ipbid. X, 7



not want Caesar to e cry with e, when
at the sane Tiue he was frlenﬁly Wit Pon-
pey. For I had realized how exactlwy they
were glike. That fear of mine led me to
elay. Fut I sain 211 now »y hasts, and,
f 1 delay, I

11.™ (1)

}__l
]
w
O]
a9

ct

e reitsra

)

ed nis conviction thet Csesar's position was btot-

o~

tering cnd nhls reizn could not last worec then a yecr. (2) In

the nesls of this Cdeclsion cerie a letter from intony in which

0 nad conteuplated

-

ne salid ne kad heard a report thet Cice

3 !

4 ES] & (" 1 he ] 1.

leaving Itely. e =zgsured im thet Caesar reckoned him as

K el .

one of “ig friends =nd urged him strongly not "to rely on the

or tne sake of conferring a kindness

o
L

nonor of the man who
first J3id jou a wrong, and on the other hend, not to flee from
a man who, aithough he will nct love you, wiich 1s out of the
mestion, will always wish you to be zafe and in high <istinc-
tion." (3) On the ss=ie “ar there came a letter from Caesar
himself. e, too, had heard the rucor of Cicero's derparture.
He besougnt Cicero not to tslie a step now, when Caesar's for-
tune was in the ascendancy, which he had hesitated to take hre-
fore. ‘e pointed out that the cause nac not heen chenged and
that, if Cicero took sides now, he would be implying that he
condemned some act of Caesar's. :e stated clearly ctnat any
position except a neutral one would Jo serious injury to thelr

friendship. (4) Hothing daunted by these letters, Cicero

(1) Cicero - ad &tt. X, 8
(2) Irid.

(3) Iwid. X, B8a

(4) Inid. X, 8Db



determined to go to llalta, which he felt ne could do and still

ifying

ck

T Coesgser's letter, In

O
)
-y
w2
O

fulfill the recuiremc us

C.J.

his chengze of plen to Atticus he offered 2s an excuse the en-

5

treaties of 2is relatives and the reguest of Caelius who nad

urged him not t2o run the risk of zoin

oy
P O

to romoey and endanger-

inz not only nimself Tut 2lso his whole family. (1) Caelius's

Y

|-te

letter, which cero sent on to atticus, 1s a poweriul plesa,
Yoreover, sntony did more than advise; e informed Cicero that

Caessr ned satrorized “im to ellow no one to leave l1taly and

N

thet an exception could not be mede in is case. e said

that if Cicero wented to 70, he must ohtain permission from

Caesar >imself. (2) Zrom this tine on, Cicero prepared
secretly for nis journey and even in his letters to Atticus

1gde no nmention of the details of his olan. 1In spite of the

)

ct that he heeord throush Falbus that even his plan for going

b

m

o Lalta wes not acceptavrle to Caessr, (?) on the 7th of June,

BN

ct

havinc secured a good ship, Cicero set sall for “reece to join

Foupey. (4)
After months of peinful indecision, harassed by hls sense

of duty, and inevitably moved Ly cxpedience, Cicero went to

o3

in the ":ood citizens." (&) Three fectors iniluenced hing

r21ty to his politicel dcecls, nis sinse 21 jrecvitude

By
Lt
w
l__l
Q
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\

T1L) Cicero - =¢ Ltte X, ¢
(2) Irid. .., 10

(3) Ibid. =, 13

(2) Cicewo - £d Fem. XIV, 7
(5) Cicero - ad Ltt. vII, 7



to Pomgey, nis feer or Caesar znd ls.tyrenny 1L e should

Tlec Irom —~one until e ningell lelv Itely, c¢ic e
exoress cny rfeclin: of Iriendship for Caesar. All the devo-

tion and affection of wihich ne tsllled so zmuch five years

refore are sone. ot only nas Ceescr disepnol d 2im tut

I3

Poméey also., ALfter the Pompelicsn forces were defcated at
rnarsalus, Cicero Jecided to assume zca2in the neutrality e
had cast asice when ne fled “rom Italy to Pompey's cemp.
Surely neutrelitsy is = misnomer for the attitude of Cicero
during any pert of the Civil War., e could nardly heve teen
called nevtrsl =t the outset vhen ne undiertooll tae superin-
tendence of the troonc In Csmpanie Tid he consider nis tempn-
tations to abhesndon Founey at btiose verious intervels furing
wrlch he feered Csesar mignt win neutrality? £nd now thet the

-

Poaceisng nel surfered a cdefest, Clcero wented to be considered

N

neutral czain. It was certoinly no woncer tzat after s re-
turn to Trundisium he wes tortursd with doubts and fesars as To
het Caessr's attitude towsrd ~im would he. Lurin’ the con-

quest of Italy, althougn Caeger hed aslked him To be present at

1o

the meetins of the‘senate,_he had freely for:iven his altsence

‘n the strugile. Ceeser
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~ad aslked to no avail; Cicero had fled to Fompey. 1low Poi.ey
was defe:zted and Ulcero wes cdesitined to slead for nercy from
Caesar. The vacillating. cuality in "is cheracter still harassed
him. Le cuestioned the acdvisability of nis rsturn to Italy (1)
an< worried over his position 1ﬁ ths event tie Pompelans miznt
possiitly win. (2) He waited months for Caesar's srrival--
onths of Ifear for nis own safety, cnxiety over nils deuzhbter

Tullia's frail nealth (3) and unhappy maritel situation, (4)

and sorrow over 2ls estran-zeient from 2ls Lrother «ulntus (5)

- - 2 - S - e - ~ -
o nacd elrsady mede his ovn neace with laescr. (8) ‘fnen, too,
1iz relaotions Wity mis wife Tzrentic wers no lon—cr anaicetrle

owin» to ner disapproval of nis ottitude in the war (7) =nd

nis comgplcints of her hondlinw of oney matters waile

"There is srsolutely

N

ilicia. (3) To Atticus hne wrote

o
e

‘-—Jl

n
nothinz wenting to mele me the 108t micereble of men.'" (¢)

And yet, Tesglide these tonglible sorrows ne must also huve “een
tormented by 2 senss of enmhasrrassimcnt end sihsme Shoo e should
now aslk for :ercy [roi. one frow waom ne nac turned awajy., when

Caegar finally arrived in Irundisium on Auzust 12t in the

reer 47, one of his worries at least wes “lspslled. Caesar

Cicern - &¢ Fam, AIV, 12
Cicero - ac¢ Att. Z1X, 15
Tvid. XTI, 6; ad reo.n. XIV, ©
Cicero - acd Avct., I, 12
Ii1d. XTI,
1-."_ido J:l,
Irzd. 1.0,
Ivrid. %I,
-

rid. XL,
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met aim iIn friendly fesihion, embraced nin, &nd tealled cuietly
'ith hizm. (1) Thmis was his reception %y the man from whiom e had
feared Teose crueltj. From thet time on Caesar showed Zim

"honor end kincdnsss." (2) FPorhaps Caessr rezlized that Cicero
wes & "scholaer in politices™ as rerrero cells iz, ead no zatch
for prac tical politiciens. The Zepuklic wes dead; Caescr, the
aristocrat, who had won inls ascendancy throun:h the people, :rad

attained the supre:ise

always supported the

politics and retired

power. Cicero, the Mnovus lomo" who had
resurlicen constitution, left th ield of

to nhis literary pursults.

Cicero w2s by no means tae only "Loyalist" to proifit by
Cosesgsar's 7indness snd forzivins spirit. l.any Pompelens were
freely parconno by him. This solay of magnanimity which was
certsinly not expected by Ponwey's followers =nd which wes a

cuality meny of

Caesar at least temporary aspronction.

nig own

adherents ned not ettributed to i won

Sicero, who was present

sn the senete men thot rody interceded with Caeser for the re-
call of .Learcus ‘ercellus, could no lonzer -ielintedin his silence
when Caesar yislded to their entresties. ..2TCus izrcellus had
lons been a thiorn in Caese 1 Plesnh. 1t was e who nad mede
tne motion in the senate to deprive CJsessr of his commenc in
2aul (3) and in the Civil War he hsd fonzht on Pompey's side

T1) Plutarch - ©
(2) Irid. 39
(3) Dio XL, 59,

icer

1

O
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until after the “ottle of Pharsalia. Afisr “is peturn to Italy
ana nis welcome by laeser, Cicero nad ceternined to keep awzy
from the Forum and take no part in politics. However, inpelled
by zratitude to Caesar for the recall of larcellus =nd moved

by the hope of the reestablishment of the liepublic because of
Caesar's “eference to t-e Sensate in the mabtter of llarcellus's
recall, Cicero rose in the Sencte and delivered a speech. This

i

spveech has been called the "Pro Marcello," hut it is in reality

g eulozy on Caessr's szttitude toward his erstwzile opponents.

Also hy trhils szsech Cicero conveyed to Caesar that his hope for
ne mal 2tenance of & repurlic still livecd. His praise of Caesar

is unstinied; he says, "For I cannot by any means pass over in

silence such great humanity, suciy unprecedentec an

jah
et
)
g
@
o
i
Qy
O
L)

clemency, sucn mederation in the exercise of supreme and uni-
versal power, such incredible and £lmost zod-like wisdom.! (1)
So, for a time, et least, Cicero's hope for his beloved Repunlic
revived and he looked to Caegar for the fulfilient of this hope.
Anc yet it weg this seme Clcero wno now saowered such extrava-

B

gant preise on Caesar wio two years later rejoiced over (aesar's

assassination. A4ltrouzh it 18 not tle Iatent of tirlis ovaper to

.‘-)'
discuss the closing episodes In the lives of these two men, a

word in regard to the chaenze in Cicero's Tfeelin: towerd Ceesar

(1) Cic. - Pro lar. 1
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|._lo

s not irrelevant. Two Tfactors accounted for the sreat hit-

terness e anifested st the +-

me of Caescr's death.  Primarily
thig attitude was due to the increasinz porsr w-ich Caesar had

[y

Teen usurping since nis return to Italy sfter the Spanish o

o
[

zeizsn (1) end the consecuent ebh of Clcero's .ose for the res-

toration of ©the Hepurlic. In the second place, Cicero's
Comesztic tregzedy hed wearped his outlook. e had Zivorced nls
wife; (2) a second merris e, contracted soon alfterward, was &

0y 0 - -
{

faillare; (3) »is heloved Jeushter Tullia ned died. Cilcero who

hed never reen herolic under adverse clilrcusnstances wasg crushed

b7 this loss. Tulllia had teen nils comfort enc solace when

politicsl ceres had wsizhed “own his splirlt; now e brooded
zlone. In thisg frerme of mind he ezxulted 1In the de=2th of the

tyrent until 26 realized that, even though Caesar was deec,

o

)

the tyrenny soill lived. (4)

v. Ilul. 41, 21, 78, 1; Dio XLIII, 47; L., 23
» 73 Clc. - ad Ltt. XIV 6; Plut. - Caes. 60
(2) ¢ Ten. IV, 14

(3) Ivid.; Plut. - Cic. 41, 3
(%) ;

Cicero - & ato. LIV, 10; 11; 14



Chapter VI
Te Renlish versas trhe Idealist
73

The shary contrast between tress two outstandinz .ow

A ER R
=

‘_3

ans

]

vas wuode the 2tndT of their careers doubly interesting. In

family, in politics, and in creracter they were the antithesis

of each other. Upon the Hepulhlic Cicero lavished all nis
lo7elty end devotion. In tis servi ice of tiis Republic he nad

risen fro: obscurity to eminence an” to preserve 1t ne was

willin~ to sacriilce &lil. Cicero was not an astuce nolitician

., AL
arc often his own personal vinity rlinded his eyes. Zis 1r-

creat-

resolution jeopardized his position =nd wWes one of 71s 3
est wealmesses. Cicero's nature was extremely sensitive. =

-

ond shrank from criticism. He 50O sessed

[$s}

craves anprobotion

genius; the zenlus of a lawyer, an orator, and a philosoprer,

>
but not the zenius of a politician. Le adnired and nad affec-

tion for Caesar Li:e man, but feared =nd wated Csesar the pol-

/
itician.

Coegsar was a man of very CiIl reprent celibre. Iiis whole
career wag mer-ed by resoluvion, & steadfast purpose and Incom-

of a =zoo¢ statesman and sol-

ct
1~to
U‘

tterle will. These L1

ﬁ 'J

l..J

re Cus

dier and Caesar was hoth. Comtined witi these stern cualities

1

were the charm and wit wihich won him friends. Cicero vwas
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emong these Iriends and to Caesar he was a friend valued for
his other virtues but not for his politicel acumen. Czesar

wes a lleen judse of cheracter; he lmnew Cicsro's strength; he

reglizec nils frallties end weg fond of him notwithstending

tiem, but he put little dependence upon him in puarlic matters.

In trheir attlcade tovicrd the gstete Ceeser snd Cicero were Cia-

m

~etrically onposed. The wreservetion of the fepukrlic wias to
Cicero the end and aim oif life. o Cezesar the IZesublic was

a ladder upon which he mecnt to climb To feme and glory. If
toe ledler broke hene=th ls welizat, 1t wes oif little conse-

1

guence to nhiu

},_\

Circumstsnces placed these two zrcat Homans

loF

in the same noliticel arsna., The character of toe nen &n
their divercent views in affalirs of stzte destined thewm To
recome opponents in the nolitical struzsle which ter:iinated

in the Jissolution of the Repullic
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