
McGill University 

TRAVJ.!LERS AID SERVICE '1'0 RUNAVAY CHILDREN 

by 

Submitted in Partial F\llfilment 
of the Requirements for the degree 

of 
Master of Social Work. 

Montresl, August, 1951 



McGill University 

TRAVELERS AID SERVICE TO RUNAWAY CHILDREN 

by 

Submitted in Partial Fulfilm.ent 
of the Requirements for the degree 

or 
Master of Social Vork. 

Montreal, .August, 1951 



-2-

PREFACE 

This stuey of Tra.velers Aid work vith rtma"WS.y ebildren 

was undertaken by' the wri ter following a year of experience in 

the Tra.velers Aid Society of Vilmington, Delaware, U.s.A. 1 where 

the vriter is au.rrent:cy emplo7ed as a easeworker. 

The writer wishes to express appreciation to Miss 

Elisabeth o. Johnston, Exeau.tive Director of the ageney, not 

only for ber co-operation in making agenc7 files available to 

the writer, but especially for ber sustained interest and 
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Chapter I INTRODUCTION 

The subject of this study is the role of Travelers Aid Society 

(1) in relation to the runs;way child. Since it is not possible to evalu­

ate any service to children without also considering them in relation to 

their enviromnent, T .P.. service to the familias of runaways must be con­

sidered as an integral part of this study. 

A juvenile runaway, as defined by T.A. practice, is a person 

under 18 years of age who is traveling without the consent of parents or 

guardian. This definition conforma with the legal definition for the 

state of Delaware, U.S.A., 'Where this study is being undertaken, a,s 

stated in the Delaware Code. Tbere is soma variation in the faet that, 

legally, males under 17 years of age are eonsidered to be minors. 

Females are considered to be minors until they reach the age of 18. 

This law varies from state to state, so that it is commonly accepted 

in T.A. that a person under 18 is a minor. 

The purpose of this study is threefold. First, there appears to 

be a lack of material on wrk with runaways within the T .A. field, in so 

far as the writer has been able to aseertain. Seeondly, the study, ~~ieh 

has been undertaken with the consent and interest of the Travelers Aid 

Society of Wilmington, Delaware,may hopefully serve to clarify the con­

victions and practices of this particular agencr,y in relation to this 

particular group of clients. This a tudy also stems from the wri ter' s 

ow personal interest in work wi. th juveniles due to previous experience 

in ehild placement ageneies and from training in social work whieh was 

related to this area. 

(1} Hereafter referred to as T.A. 
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There are many studies relating to juvenile delinquants which 

have been made b,r child guidance clinics, juvenile courts and other 

child welfare agencies. These studies, however, are much broader in 

scope, and are not related to the runaway as such. This thesis is not 

concerned with the runa~~y primarily as a delinquant, although the 

writer recognizes that running awa.y is a form of delinquency. The 

writer is concerned primarily with the kind of casework help which may 

be given to the runaway child and to his family as they are clients of 

T.A. Although it is impossible to separate this one problem from the 

total situation, it is around this particular problem that casework 

help may be given by a Travelers Aid Society. Interwoven in the case­

worker' s thinking are concepts which are rela.ted to psychology and to 

legal interpretation of the situation, but it is the primary purpose 

of this study to evaluate to what ex.tent casework help may be of ser­

vice to the runaway and to bis family as it may be offered within the 

function of a particular agency and as it applies to a specifie 

situation. 

As background for this stuqy, the writer will describe the 

main functions of T.A., the setting which is peculiar to this kind of 

agency, as well as some of the problem.s 'Whieh are inherent in this 

set ting. 

The main foeus of this stuqy ·1-1ill be on how the T .A. worker 

may help the runaway ehild to understand the problems whieh initiated 

the situation, to express his feeling in relation to this, and to see 

what his responsibility bas been in this. Consideration will be given 

also as to how the family of the runaway may be helped to an understand­

ing of the child's need to leave home since this is usually related to 
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an underlying problem, the parents need to be helped to recognize this 

problem and their part in it. 

The wri ter wishes to examine the ourrent practice or the agency 

in which the study is being undertaken in its work with mnaways and 

their f'amilies, the ef'f'ectiveness or this service in so far as it may be 

dete:rmined, e.nd also the strengths and weaknesses or this service. 

The ecope or the study is, theref'ore, def'initely limited to 

current practice of a particular ageney in relation to the service 

of'f'ered to a specifie group or clients, that is, the ru.naway and his 

f'amily. Ho attem.pt rlll be made to evaluate the service or the T.A. 

field a.s a whole to runaways, nor even that of' other T.A. agencias in 

relation to difference or similarities of praetice. 

During the three year period from November 1947 to November 

1950, covered b;y this study, 70 runaways were ref'erred or applied 

personally to the T.A. Society of Wilmington, Delaware. All of the case 

materials presented in this stuqy have been extracted from these 70 

elosed cases; all of the statistica.l materials are drawn from these 

cases, and all tables are ba.sed on the total sample unless otherwise 

indicated. 

It seems important to note here that in the maJority or cases 

used in this study Wilmington T .A. Society is the initia ting, or pri­

mary, ageney; that is, it is the agency whieh 'WOrked with the rllna:way 

who was pieked up in Wilmington. Only in a small number of cases, 

namely 15.7 per cent, was Wilmington T .A. Society the seconda.ry agency, 

tha.t is the agency which worlced with the family of the ru.nawa;y who bad 

been pieked up in another state. This means, therefore, th.at there is 

a limi ted amount of material availa.ble re garding the wrlc wi th the 
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familias of runaways, andJ therefore, the focus of this study is on work 

with the runaway himself. Despite the fact that the infonna,tion in the 

records used for this study is adequate in most cases, the writer was 

further limited in evaluating the final outcome of many situations because 

of lack of reports on this from secondary agencies. 

The materials extracted from the case records include data on the 

child's age, sex, schooling, color and reasons for running away. The 

data on the familias includes marital statua, financial statua, geograph­

ie location and setting and the parents evaluation of the problem. The 

writer will also attempt to analyse the easework proeess in an effort to 

determine the effectiveness of the help given to the client. Such a 

study naturally involves an analysis of the sources of referrals to T .A .• 

and of referrals made by T.A. to ether agencies. 

Limi ted use is made of secondary material auch as annual re­

ports from the Detention Home. The writer bas also availed herself of 

the thinking of current authorities in the files of casework, psychology, 

psychiatry and other related files. 

The main body of the thesis has been organized in the following 

mannar: 

The first ehapter will be devoted to a description of the T.A. 

setting and general functions, as well as to a brier description of 

other agencies in the coonnunity which are involved in work w.tth runaways. 

The next Chapter will deal with statistical material relating 

to the personal1 familial and home background information about the 

sample group of runaways. It will also include an analysis of the 

reasons given by the runaway for his behavior. 

The following chapter will consist of a presentation of the 
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"problems which arise in working wi th the runawa.y, especially in the 

casework area. Included in this chapter will be a consideration of the 

casework principles and tools which are an effective means of help to 

the runa:way. 

A somewhat more limited section will then be devoted to a 

description of work with the familles of runawa;ys, the problems involved 

in this, and an evaluation of the kind of help which can be given to 

them. 

The last chapter will be devoted to a Slllllii18.rY' of findings and 

conclusions drawn from the preceeding chapters, with recommandations 

for possible improvements in T .A. service. Throughout the analysis 

casework material 'Will be used to illustra. te pertinent points, and the 

materis~ thus presented will be interpreted and analysed. 
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Chapter II DESCRIPTION OF TRA.VELERS AID SE.l'TING 

AND FONCTION 

The Travelers Aid Society of Wilmington, Delaware, is a member 

or the National Travelers Aid Association. This association was formed 

to ama.intain a chain of standard service" (1) among the individual 

societies. There are 108 Travelers Aid Societies throughout the United 

States, and 928 Cooperating Representatives in the United states, 

Canada and other foreign eountries. 

T • .A. is an organi.zed social agency speeifically established to 

prevent or relieve the troubles which may befall a ~oving person•. 

(2) It originated one hun.dred ,-ears ago, when its founder, Bryan 

Mulanph,-, a citizen of St. Louis, Missouri, bequeathed his fortune for 

the establishment of an agency to assist emigrants to the far west. 

The term •moving person" may apply to an indi vi dual who is 

traveling; i t mq apply to a pers on new in the commnni ty, but not yet 

established in terms of a job, home or legal residence. It is also 

ueed in a limited sense to deseribe a resident of a eommunity who has 

a problem. whieh is related to movement, such as planning for the child, 

aged or handies.pped person who is traveling alone. "Thus one may be 

a moving person in the physics.l sense, in the psychologies.l sense, or 

in the sense that the community ill.posee the statua•. (3) The eharac­

teristics whieh differentiate the moving persan from otber individuals 

in need are as follows: he is a traveler or etranger to the cammunity; 

(1) statement on the Function of Travelers Aid. 
N.T.A.A., New York: 1945. 

(2} Ibid. p.2. 

(3) Ibid. p.,3. 
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h;e is frequently eonfronted with an em.ergency situation; he laeks the 

usual resourees and supportive ties of his own comm.unity. His problem 

may be related to any number of factors auch as health, age, finaneial 

eireumstances or personal relationships. It may be related to his ad­

justment to a new eommnnity, or movement to another eoomnmity. Or, it 

m~ be related to sueh general social conditions as economie depression, 

var or large seale migration. 

Any person regardless of race, age, or creed may apply to T.A. 

for assistance. His request will be explored with him, and the agene,y 

will determine with him what service, including re:f'erral, it has to 

of'fer 'Which will meet his need. The request must come within the f'une­

tion of T .A., and the client must be eligible for assistance and must 

be able to work within ageney limita .. 

'l'.A. clients may be deseribed in the :f'ollowing categories: 

1. 'l'ravelers-juveniles alone, traveling with parental consent; aged; 

handicapped; inexperienced travelers a.ll of 'Whom may need assistance 

in f'ormulating and carrying through travel plans. 2. Runaways, both 

juvenile and ad.ult. 3. Newcomers to the comnnmity. 4. Migrants, male, 

f'em.ale and f'amilies who are moving about in search of better work oppor­

tunities or living conditions, or just moving about. 5. Residents of 

the local comm.unity 'Who are stra.nded elsewhere. 6. Unclassified. Those 

clients who do not come within any of the above categories. 

Travelers !id Soeieties are differentiated f:ram Cooperating 

Representatives in that the Societies are organizations specifically 

established to do T .A. wrk. Cooperating Representatives are ageneies 

or individuals 'Who have agreed to cooperate in T .A. intercity service 

upon request. 'l'he majority of Cooperating Representatives are Red Cross 
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Cbapters, Public Weltare ageneies, Young Vœnen's Christian Association 

members 1 and various priva te tamily' and child weltare agencies. The 

responsibllity of the Cooperating Representative is limited to appoint­

ment service (meetini clients and helping them at points ot transter), 

and out-ot-tow inqu.iry service. The latter involves securing social 

history through contacts wi:th. relatives or other agencies which is to 

be used with the client, and in participation in casework planning. 

Intercity service is defined in the 'l' .A. Directory of Intercity 

Service as •the means whereby Travelers Aid Societies and Cooperating 

Representatives in two or more cities work together in developing or 

carrying through plans which have been worked out w.t th the client or 

those responsible for him.•. (1) In relation to the :runawa71 it means 

simply that one T • .A. works with the child, while another T .A. or 

Cooperating Representative works with the Child1s tamily or gaardian. 

T.A. Societies are, when possible, loeated in a place where 

travelers are most likely to be, such as, railroad stations, bu.s te:rmi-

nals, airports, steam.ship piers. When it is possible, the T.A. informa­

tion booth is eonspieuously located in the terminal so that the charac-

teristic T.A. lamp is readily visible to any traveler in distress. 

The Travelers Aid Societ,- ot Vilmington, Delaware, is located 

in the Pennsylvania Railroad station. It is a private ageney and a 

mem.ber of the United Community Fond. .Although it is atfUiated with 

National Travelers Aid Association, the 'Wilmington agency is autonom0118 

and bas its ow locally eleoted board of directors. It is a relatively 

small agency, but adequate for a population of 1121 5041 in a city whiCh 

(1) 'l'ravaler~ li4 Direotog: of Intercit:r Service. 
N.T.A.A., !fev York& July, 1950. 
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is not a major transportation center. The paid staff consiste of the 

executive director, two case workers and the office secretary. The 

total easeload per year during the past :four years bas ranged tram 

598 to 738 cases. 

The city of Vilmington is looated almost e:x:aotly' hal:f-way be-

tween New York and 'Washington. It is a wealthy city, having been 

largely developed by the DuPont industries. The main industries are 

chemicals, :fisheries, ships, textiles and poultry fams, much of whicb 

is centered in the lover part of the state. Apart from the city of 

Wilmington, the rest of the state is largely agricultural. Unlike 

New York, Washington or Philadelphia, Wilmington is not a major point 

of trans:fer :for either railroad, bus or air linas. This circumstance 

partly accounts :for the relatively small aize of the agency caseload. 

The information booth in Yil:m.ington T .A. is staf:fed by a group 

of able, women volunteers (1) who donate thousands of hours per year to 

this service. The volunteer at the desk is an important persan. She 

is the :first contact the client bas 'With the agency, and, as such, she 

needs to be friendly and interested in each persan Who cames to the 

desk, and capable of identifying a real need :for casework service be­

neath the client' s sometimes superricia.l request for an incidental. 

service. If the client then wishes to diseuse his problam vith one of 

the workers, he is conducted to the inner office, which is conveniently 

located adjacent to the booth. The other part of the volunteer' s job is 

to answer quickly and acaurate~ the innumerable questions concerning 

(1) Volunteers are given a period of training in the agency by 
a mamber of the Board who was :fomerly a social worker. The volunteer 
program is active and very vell defined. This is a local, rather than 
a national situation. 
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transportation and housing facilities, city direction, helping to locate' 

relatives and friends 1 etc. 

Because T.A. Societies are located in transportation canters, 

the local personnel, including station master, porters, conductors, 

ticket agents and others are familiar with, and usually well related to 

T. A. service. They are often able to recognize the traveler in dis­

tress, especially the runaw~, and refer him to T.A. 

The location of T.A. in these centers provides easy accessi­

bility for the client, but this very situation also requires fie:x:ibil­

ity and •immunity11 to distraction on the part of the staff. The constant 

movement in the station, the noise of arriving and departing trains, and 

the usual hustle and bustle of a travel center are all a normal part of 

the T.A. setting. 

Then too, the fact must be considered that, in most instances, 

the client is a moving person, temporarily halted in his movement by 

circumstances or personal inadequacies. He is enroute to a destina­

tion and has the natural desire to reach it with the least inconvenience 

and delay. He is, more or less, severed from his past, and not yet a 

part of his future. Because of this very fact he is temporarily free 

of responsibilit,y for either. Yet, when he comes to T.A. he is 

expected to assume responsibility, to the extent that he is able, not 

only for the present, but also for tho se parts of the past and the 

future which are related to it. He is dra'Wil back into reality to 

look at wat his movement means. The client sometimes has a struggle 

in accepting and working with this requirement of the agency. This 

struggle may express itself in various ways: unwillingness to share 
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his plans, evasiveness, dissimulation, pressuring of one kind or 

another. .All of which must be met and wrked through if the client 

is tc be helped to a sound solution of his problem. 

The follo\ling chapters which are devoted to T .A. wrk \li th 

the mnaway and vith his family ~11 illustrate T .A. function and 

the application of many of the principles described above. 
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. Chapter III THE RllNAWAY CHILD 

It is basic to T .A. philosoph7 that simpl,- returning the runaws;y­

to his home is not a solution to watever problem or problems eluminated 

in his running awa7. That the runaway should be returned to his ow 

home is rigbt and neeessar,y, exeept in extreme situations Where there is 

real evidence of negleet or abuse and where court action is necessary 

to proteet the child. However, the routine procedures employed by the 

police in some places in returning the runa~ to his home When return 

fare is received offers little opportunity to either the child or his 

family to face this whole problem with all its eonditioning eireum­

stances and to get help with it if the7 wish to do so. There is no 

assurance that the situation will not be repeated at a later date 

since nothing is done to help the parents or child effect change in the 

basie conditions Which led up ta it. 

Wh en a miner, as defined legall7, is picked up in the state of 

Delaware as a suspect runaway, or on any ether charge, he must be 

placed in the Juvenile Detention Home until a plan is worked out for 

his return home, or until a fo:rmal hearing is held in the Family Court 

and an appropriate plan is made for him. Since the Family Court does 

not have jurisdiction over non-resident ehildren, the above procedure 

applies only in so far as the runaway must be placed in the Detention 

Home until he csn be returned to his own communi ty. Police procedure 

provides that the familles or gu.ardians of all runa.ways 'Who are picked 

up b,r them must be notified immediately of the minor's apprehension. 

Frequently, the parents' response to such notifica.tion is to 

wire money for the cbild's return, or to come for him. This affects to 

some extent what T .A. is able to do with the child in situations 'Which 
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have been referred to them, sinee the runaway is then apt to feel that 

the criais is over, and that all that rem.ains to be done is to plan 

for his return journey to his home. Under these eircumstanees, it is 

often diffieult to hold the ehild to any realistic consideration of 

his problem since he already bas one foot on the train, as it were. 

Since the large majority of referrals of runa-ways to T.A .• 

e.re made by the Detention Home, and indirectly by the police, it seems 

important to consider the relationship Which presently existe between 

each of these authoritative agencies and Wilmington T.A.S. 

As recent~ as 1949, the National Travelers Aid Association 

published a report on inter-agency agreements between T .A.S. and other 

agencies in T.A. Region 11, of which Wilmington T.A .• is a member. 

(1) The agreement with the Detention Home is described as follows: 

"Wilmington T.A. refere to the Detention Home 
runaway minore who first come to attention 
of T.A. Detention Home refers to T.A. runa-
way minore 'Who have been placed in the Home by 
the police (agreement bas been made by the police 
and T .A. wereby the police pick up the runaway, 
place him in the Detention Home and teletype 
minor's home town that local T.A. bas been 
notified.)" 

This agreement is sound in its implication of responsible plan~ 

ning for the runaway. The statistics relating to sources of referral, 

which will be presented at a later point in this study, will point up 

a noticeable discrepancy between actual practice and the theoretical 

agreement, and this gives rise to the question of where the responsi-

bility for this situation really lies. 

The Detention Home in Wilmington is, as previously indicated, 

(1) Williams, Roberta C. Analysis of Intake Statements and 
Inter-Agency Agreements Between T.A.S. and Other Local Agencies-in 
Region 11., New York: Mey, 1949. 
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the main resource for the care and shelter of non-resident runaways 

pending return to their o'Wll communities. It is an old building, 

hamey in its external appearance, with facilities for thirteen 

children of mixed sexes and race. A recent survey of these facilities 

by the National Probation and Parole Association (1) has revealed that 

the pl:\Ysical set-up is inadequate, the staff overbu.rdened, and that 

only eustodial care can be provided. The matron and her assistant, 

with the help of one cook, are trying to carry out an heroic job 

under most difficult circumstances. They are warm, undarstauding 

parsons, but they lack orientation to social work philosophy and skills. 

They offer better care to the younger, less disturbad child,than they 

are able to give to older boys and girls who are presenting serious 

behavior problems. Taking all thesa points into consideration, it is 

not surprising that when the home is crowded beyond normal capacity, 

as it often is, referrals of runaways to T.A. are made on the basis 

of getting the child out of the home as quickly as possible, rather 

than with any real understanding of the possible need for casework 

service. 

In the Annual Report for 1951, Miss Elisabeth O. Johnston, 

Executive Director of Wilmington, T.A.S., oommented on the apparent 

lack of understanding existing in the community regarding T.A. service 

to runawey children. A look at Table No. 1, the source of referrals of 

the 70 cases on which this stuqy is based bears out the validity of 

Miss Johnston's statemant. 

(1) Detention of Children in Delaware. A survey b.Y the 
National Probation and Parole Association, New York 1951 
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Table No. 1. SOURCE OF REFERRALS OF 70 RUBAWAYS 

Source of Referral 

Detention Home 
Transportation Personnel 
Other T.A.s. 
Family Court. 
Personal Application 
State Police 
City Police 
Interested Persona 
Prisoners Aid Society 
state Board of Welfare 
Y.w.c.A. 
Relatives 

TO T.!.S. 

Number of Cases 

Total 70 

25 
29 
8 
7 
4 
4 
4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 

Pe,rcentage 

100.0 

35.7 
12.8 
11.4 
10.0 

5.7 
5.7 
5.7 
4.2 
2.8 
1.4 
1.4 
2.8 

A total of 47.1 per cent, or 33 cases, were referred b,y the 

Detention Home and the city and state police d.uring the three year 

period in question. Twenty of. these referrals were made by the 

Detention Home, and the city and state police made four referrals each. 

Yet in the seme period, a total of 267 runaways (1) were plaeed in the 

Detention Home, pending plans for return to their homes or place of 

abode. This means that a proportion of only 12.3 per cent of all 

runaways picked up in this camm1nity during the three period were 

referred to T .A. for casework service. All of these children were non-

residents, and therefore, the,y could not appropriately be referred to 

local agencies, other than T.A., beeause of their statua as non-

residents, even if auCh other agencias were equipped to offer similar 

inter-city case work planning. 

(1) The above statistics were extracted from the Annna1 
Reports of the Detention Home for Juveniles of the sta.te of Delaware, 
1946 through 1950. 
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As indicated in Table No. 1, the remaining 52.9 per cent of 

referrals derive from the following sources: Transportation Personnel, 

12.S per cent; Other T.A.S., 11.4 per cent; Family Court 10.0 per cent; 

Persona! application by the runawaJ, 5.7 percent; InterestedPersons, 

4.2 per cent; Relatives, 2.8 per cent; Prisoners Aid Society, 2.S per 

cent; state Board of Welfare, 1.4 per cent; Y.W.C.A., 1.4 per cent. 

or the total number of children referred, 15.7 per cent were 

residents of the state of Delaware. 

The following tables present an opportunity to examine the 

available statistics on the runaway himself in terms or age, sex, race, 

personal and familial background. 

Table No. 2. SEI AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF 
RUNAWAY CHILDREN 

a 
Age in Years Humber or Children 

Male Female 

ll-12 
12-1~ 4 

14-15 11"' _ .. 
13-14 2 1 

2 
15=16 11 
16-17 16 7 
17-18 4 5 

(a) Refera here to age at last birthday. 
Totale 50 20 

From the above table, we note that the greatest concentration 

is in the fourteen to seventeen year spread. The largest number in any 

single categor;y is 16 in the sixteen to seventeen year group. The 

proportion or males to f'emales is two and one half to one. The greatest 

concentration of males is in the f'ouxteen to seventeen years group, 

while the females are concentrated in the fifteen to eighteen years group. 
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Except for the two seven year olds, there are no runaW87S under twelve 

years of age. or the total number or children, onl;r 16 vere negro. The 

breakdown of age and sex closely paralleled that of the white ehildren, 

ldth the major difference being in the fact tbat both of the seven ,-ea:r 
olds vere negro. 

From Tables .No. 1 and 2, we may conclude that the ve17 large 

:majorit;r of the chUdren thus studied were in their adolescent years. 

Since adolescence is often a time of difficult adjustment, this conclu­

sion is :not surprising. The second apparent conclusion to be drawn from 

these statistics is tb.at boys have a greater tendenc;r toward this pa.r­

ticular form of delinquency than do girls. This may be related to the 

greater activity and treedom which is allowed to the male as part of 

the sociall;r acceptable nonn. It does not illlply that adolescent girls 

have lees problEm in maldng a satisfactor;r adjustment to their physical 

and emotionel maturing, but it ma;r imply that they are less inclined to 

seek an ansver to their problems in rtmning &W87 from home, at least at 

the adolescent age level. 

Runaways came to Wilmington from a vide variety of places. They 

came from the nearby states of Pennsylvè:nia and Maryland, and from as 

far away as Ohio, Me.ssachu.ssetts and Georgia. The majority came from 

the areas north of Delaware: Pennsylvania, New York and Massachussetts. 

'l'hese chUdren have not set out tor Delaware, as a general rule, but 

simply happened to be picked up in this state. A number seem to be 

headed for such far e.we.y places as Tems and Florida because of the 

popular conceptions of adventure and glam.our attached to these places. 

This applies elso to runawa;rs from Delaware sœ.e of whom e.ctuell;r get 

as far as Florida. 
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A total of 86.5 per cent of non-resident runaways eome from 

urban areas (1), the remaining 13.5 per cent are from homes in a rural 

area. 63. 6 per cent of runaways from the state of Delaware were re si-

dents of 'Wilmington, the rest were from rural sections of the state. 

It is not possible to present absolutely aceurate data regard-

ing the economie status of the runaways' familles, since income is 

seldom listed on the face sheets, although occupation of the breadwinner 

frequently is listed. Table No. 3, Which follows, is based on the 

asSUllled social-financial status of the familles in relation to their 

occupations. These statistics were computed from a total of 

sixty-five cases. Two of the children were living in institutions, 

and in three cases no data was recorded on the family occupations. 

IOOONOMIC-SOCIAL STA'l'US OF PARENTS, RELATIVES OR GUARDIAN 
WITH WHOM RD'NAWAY LIVES 

Statue 

Total 

Low 
Low Average 
Average 
High Average 

Number of Cases 

65 

13 
'Z7 
21 
4 

Percentage 

100.0 

20.0 
41.5 
32.3 
6.1 

It is immediately apparent that the large majority of runaways 

come from average (32.3 per cent) and low average (41.5 per cent) groups. 

20.0 per cent fall within the low catego17; Whi1e 6.1 per cent are in 

the high average group. 

The familles of runawa.ys range in size from one to fourteen 

children. Eleven of the runa:ways were only children, the most in a 

(1) Urban areas are those places Which are listed in the 1950 
Edition of the World Atlas as being incorporated cities or towns. Those 
not so listed fall into the rural category. 
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'single category; the ne:x:t. largest being ten cases in whieh the family 

included tour children. fhe largest num.ber or ehildren in &Dy' one 

tamll7 was rœrteen, oceurring only once. !he average for the total. 

group is 6. 5 ehildren per f'amil7. However, the :œaj ori t;r lfere conctm­

trated in the •one to four childran11 range. 

Since ene er the a:l.m.s of service to the ra.naway is prevention 

of' recurraD.Ce of this kind Of behavior, a:D.&l7SiS of the statistieS 

on the percentage of repeaters among the 70 cases studied is appro­

priate to this section. 

Ho data on this subject were recorded on 24 out of the 70 

cases. !his is a rather &larnûn.g lack, if one reels ths.t this par­

ticul.ar point is of :im.portance in caaing to an 'D.aierstanding of the 

runaway1 s probl•. or the rem•in1ng 46 cases, 67.3 per cent were 

l'UDlling away for the first time. Eight point six per cent were running 

away for the second t:im.e; 10.8 per cent were ru.nning away for the third 

t11le; and 13.0 per cent m.ore than three tim.es previousq. 

Only' .32.8 per cent of the total number of ru.naways were alone 

'When picked up by' the police. The remaining 67.2 per cent were wi th one 

or more cœpanions-10 pairs and 6 groups of three. It is interesting 

to note that the b07s show a far greater tendeney to seek compsnionship 

in running away; only four girls were involved in two situations. This 

JIUV" possibl)r be related to the more a.dventurous spirit and the wanting 

to be part of •the gang• that is typic&l or teen-age boys. However, 

we cannet assume tb.at this is necessary the basie for the boJà' running 

away until we have evaluated carefu.lly the motives shared by' the boy 

and his family. 
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Chapter IV. WY :00 CHILDREN RUN AWAY FROM HOME? 

This chapter will be devoted to a consideration of-the reasons 

for the child's running away, as these reasons relate to problems which 

exist within the child, his home and the community in which he lives. 

Evaluation of the reasons given b,y the child is correlated with the 

material presented by the parents and the final analysis of these two, 

sometim.es di vergent, points of view is the case workers evaluation of 

the total situation. Two cases will be presented to illustrate the 

extremes of motivation, the first case representing a fairly simple 

situation, and the second case representing an extremely complex 

problem. (1) 

The reasons for children running away are as varied and as com-

plex as the reasons for any other form of delinquency, or socially 

unacceptable behavior. The reasons exist within the child and "Within 

his environment, especially in his relationships to others: family, 

school, the community in which he lives. The forces of environment 

react on the child's personality, affecting his development and adjust-

ment. &.ch child reacts in an indi vidual manner to the se environmental 

stimuli. 

Few situations are as simple as that of Johnny K. 1fflo ran away 

on an angry impulse, following an argument with his mother over eating 

cereal for breakfast. Johnny wanted to show his family that he wa.s 

getting to be an adult, and that he could not be bossed. 

Johnny K. 10/2/50. Telephone call from Mrs. B., Matron 
of the Detention Home, referring Johnny K., age 14, white, 
ru.naway from New Valley, N.Y. The police had teletyped 

{1) All case material is taken from the writer's own cases 
unless otherwise indicated. 
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his parents, and Mrs. K. had telephoned the Detention 
Home to say that no one could come for Johnny, and 
asking if it would be possible to have another plan 
worked out for his return. Mrs. B. had told her that 
this could be worked out through T .A. s. The only in­
formation that Mrs. B. could give us was that Johnny 
had had a fight with his mother before leaving home. 
She added that Johnny had said that he bas a good home 
and does not really know why he ran away. He left with 
another boy to go to Texas. This other boy was not 
picked up with Johnny. 

'Wh. en we met in the Detention Home Johnny gave me a 
friend17 smile, although it was obvious that he was 
nervous about the interview 1 and seemed to have be en 
crying recently. He is an attractive ,-oungster, with 
blue eyes, light brown hair and a nice tan. He is tall 
and slim.. He was wearing a junior size Army suit, 
which was in bad shape after his trip. 

I recognized that Johnny was nervous about the inter­
view, and he gu.ess-ed he was a bit scared. I explained 
how T •. J.. had come to be involved in the situation, and 
that we would try to work out some plan for his return 
with him. and 'With his famil,-. I -wondered how he felt 
about going back. Johnny said quite spontaneously that 
this is what he wants. I told Johnny that I realized 
that he bad probabl7 been asked by ethers why he had 
decided to run away, but I wondered if this was some­
thing he might be able to talk with me about. JobnJ:Gr 
smiled and said that everybod7 had asked him that. He 
really did not know Why be bad left home except that 
he wanted to go to Texas with his friand, George, to 
work on a ranch. I agreed that this was something that 
a lot of boys his age wanted to do, but generall7 they 
don't leave home without letting their parents know 
unless they a.re pretty upset about something. I asked 
Johnqy if he could tell me what had happened to make 
him decide at that point to leave home. Johnny replied 
at first that it was reall1 nothing and not even worth 
mentioning. I said that it might seem like nothing to 
Johnny right now, but it must have seemed important to 
him 'When it happened, otherwise he would not have gone 
off as he bad. After a fairly long silence, Johnny 
finally said that he had had an argument with his mother. 
This seemed to be as far as Johnny could go at this point, 
so I simply suggested that he might feel more like talking 
about this in our next interview, and left it at that. 

The rest of this interview was devoted to having Johnny tell me 

something about his home situation, his interests and his feeling about 
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school, etc. The overall picture was that of a family of good, average 

background living in a small to'Wll. Johnny was in a grade appropriate 

to his age, and had the normal interests and outlets for a boy of 

fourteen. He was one of three children. Johnny expressed real wa:rmth 

in his feeling toward his parents and siblings. He impressed me as 

being a no:rmally secure, well-adjusted boy, and I felt that he had run 

aw~ in a moment of anger and resentment, rather than because of any 

serious problem in his relationships within his family or within the 

community. 

10/3/50 •••• ., •• I wondered if Johnny had thought about 
our talk yesterd~, and if he was feeling that he 
might be able to tell me a little more about why he 
had run a'Wey'". Johnny smUed, som.ewhat sheepishly, and 
said he had thought about it, and it was sort of 
foolish. He guessed he could tell me that the argu­
ment wi th his mother had been over his not wanting to 
eat cereal for breakfast. I agreed that this was not 
m.uch to argue about, but thought it must have inade him 
awfully mad since he had decided to go to Texas with 
George. Johnny said that he had been mad, but then 
he had gotten over it after he had been away from home 
for a few hours. I 'WOndered if Johnny thought his 
parents might be angry, too, about his :running a~ 
since surely they were concemed about what was happen­
ing to him while he was away. Johnny thought they 
vould be angry and vorried, and he didn't blame them. 
He cœnnented that he would have to wai t until he is 
older to tra.vel, and that he had had enough to last 
him this time. I thought maybe he had learned some­
thing from this experience. Johnny replied that he 
sure had, and he was not going to try it again. 

A direct telephone ea.ll was made to Johnny' s mother sin ce we 

do not have a T.A. or cooperating representative in his home town. 

Mrs. K's war.mth, interest and eoneern for Johnny rurther strengthened 

my impression that the fam.Uy relationships were basieally sound. She 

was able to reoognize her own, as well as Johnny's responsibility for 

the disagreement they had had, and felt that this could be worked out 
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between them. on his return. Because of these various factors, referral 

to an agency in Johnny' s o'Wil comunmity for follow-up did not seem to 

be indicated. 

The case of Jean R. presents two important differences from the 

usual. situations in wrk with runa-ways. The first is the fact that 

Jean came to T.A. voluntarily, requesting help in tinding lodgings. Al-

though it was soon apparent that Jean was a runaway :minor, it was within 

ber right to break contact 'With the agency if she 'Wished to do so. It 

was not within the function or T .A. to deny this right since it is not 

an authoritative agency, auch as the police or the Detention Home. This 

is different from T .A. practiee soma twenty-five years ago, when part of 

T.A. function was •the apprehension and disposition• (1) of the runaway. 

This is not to deQY that T.A. has the same responsibility as other 

ageneies in the eommunity for the protection and well-being of minora 

and adults who are unable, beeause of age, mental incompetency or ill~ 

ness, to eare for themselves. IfT.A. reels that it is in the beat 

interest of the runaway and the community to have him picked up by the 

police for protective eare, this request is made, but we do not have the 

right to detain the runaway unless he has been released to our temporary 

eustody by the police or the Detention Home. 

The fact that a :runaway applies in person for some form of help, 

albeit disguising his statue as a runaway, entitles him to a choice of 

accepting or rejecting T.A. service on a very different basis than is 

possible to the runaway who has been picked up by the police and is 

being held in an authoritative setting. In the latter instance, the runa-

way may still refuse to diseuss his problem with the worker, and reject T.A. 

help. He does have this choice, but it ia a more limited one. The case 

(1) Kimble, G. Eleanor. Apprehension and Disposition of the 
Runa~ New York: National Association Travelers Aid Societies, 1924. 
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worker who must work within sn authoritative setting, or in relation 

to such a setting, as the T.A. worker does, needs to be able to help 

the client to feel that he still has some choice within these limita­

tions. In working with runawys who have already been placed in 

detention, i t seems important to try to help them to understand the 

difference between the authoritative approaOh of police and Detention 

Home and that of T .A. wi:J.ich is not authoritative. 'l'his is not easily 

accomplished, especially when interviews are held in the Detention 

Home which eliminates even the difference of physical setting. 

The runaway who comes to T.A. on his own, for whatever reason, 

does not have such obvious evidence of any connection between T .A.. and 

the authorities who can stop his fiight as when he is seen by the T .A .• 

worker in the Detention Home. Since he frequently has problem in his 

relationships wi th adul ts, this may be carried over into his beginning 

relationship wi th the agency, and he may not be able to risi: himself 

in this new relationship. It is also possible that his ability to 

relate to adults may be so impaired that he may not be able to use 

the help offered to him. 

The responsibili ty of T .A. in working w1 th the runaway who 

applies to the agency in person is to first of all attempt to relieve 

him of the fear that the agency is going to assume an authoritative 

role; and, secondly to help him to face the fact that as a minor, he 

is not free to make major decisions without the approval of parents or 

guardians. This fact is established by law as well as by social custam, 

and it is a fact with which the minor must live. Having worked this 

through, the child may then be able to use the opportunity of the 

contact to diseuse in an atmosphere of understanding and permissiveness 
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his feeling about his home situation, at the same time as he is held to 

his own responsibility in the situation. 

The wri ter believes that the following excerpts from the case 

of Jean R. illustrate fairly clearly an application of the principles 

outlined above. 

Jean R. '3/23/50. Jean R., age 171 white 1 approached 
the T.A. desk with a request for help in locating a 
place to stay in Wilmington. She was referred to 
T • .A. by the station porter. Jean is a nice looking 
young girl, with dark hair, blue ayes and a fair com­
plexion. She appears to be about seventeen or eighteen, 
but is unusually well poised for ber age. She was 
dressed in good taste. Jean's manner was politely 
friendly, if somewhat reserved. 

The first part of the interview was devoted to a discussion 

of Jean' s request for housing and ber plan to continue ber schooling in 

Wilmington, with ber mother's approval • 

••••••• I commented that Jean bad not mentioned how 
ber rather felt about this plan. Jean said that her 
rather did not know about it yet. I wondered if this 
meant that he wou.ld not approve. Jean replied that 
her rather probably would not be coneerned. It was 
obvious that she was finding it hard to diseuse the 
situation. Jean tried to shrug it off by commenting: 
'You know what these famil7 squabbles are like'. 
I wondered if the problem was more thsn just a 
'fami17 squabble', and perhaps it bad been bad enough 
for Jean to want to nm away. Jean seoffed at this 
suggestion, saying that there was no question of ber 
having run awa7 sinee her mother had known that she 
was coming to Wilmington •••• Jean added that no plan 
bad been made for ber maintainance while she is in 
Wilmington. She bad $40.00 with ber and planned to 
get work af'ter school hours •••• Jean was offered an 
opportun! t7 to diseuse ber problem if she wished to 
do so, bit was unable to admit that she bad run away, 
or that there was any basis for her having left 
hame •••• I told Jean that in view of the fact that 
she is a minor, we would not be able to help her with 
her plan to stay here until we could know from ber 
parents that this plan is acceptable to them. 
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Jean was unwilling to have us make this contact a.t f'irst, but 

f'inally a.greed to give us ber mother's office telephone number. A 

call was put through to Mrs. R. wi th Jean' s consent, and wi th ber 

being awa.re of' the f'act that she could leave the office any time 

she chose to do so. It was onl:;y af'ter the call had been put through 

that Jean was able to admit that she had run away, and that she lmS 

able to share the problem which existed in the home situation • 

•••••••• She went on to describe ber f'ather's beha.vior. 
He is gi ven to frequent rages over trines during 
which he is likel.1' to beat any member of the family. 
He drinks orten and to e:xeess, and Jean has orten 
seen him completely into:x:::lcated. He is consta.ntly 
f'ighting wi th ber mother 1 using al:usi ve language. 
Jean put in here that ber mother does not shout back, 
and really bas a lot of control in the way she tries 
to handle the situation. Mr. R. also spends monay 
carelessly, neglects to pey bills, and is otherwise 
a very irresponsible person. Jean said that sometimes 
her mother thinks a divorce would be best, but she bas 
never been able to go ahead wi th this because sbe f'eels 
her husband is a sick pereon and bas no one else on 
whom be can depend. I wondered how Jean would f'eel if 
ber parents got a divorce. She did not really know. 
Som.etimes she feels it is the only w.y that the rest 
of them are going to be able to have a good family 
life, and at other times, she feels sorry for ber dad 
and remembers that he used to be a wonderful person. 
I recognized that Jean would naturally be upset by 
auch scenes as sbe bad described, and that it w.s enough 
to make ~ne want to run &'Wa"j". I a.lso wondered if' she 
f'elt that this bad solved anything for herself or for 
ber t'emily. Jean supposed that even if she could make 
a go of it on her own, it would not have solved the 
problem. and she would still be worrying about wat w.s 
happening at home all the time, and her mother wuld be 
worrying about wat was happening to ber. Jean also 
felt that because she and ber mother are very close 
they would both be very lonesome if' she li ved away 
from home. I asked if Jean bad told ber mother how 
she feels about the situation at home. Jean said that 
ber mother knows how she feels, and thinks it might be 
good for her to get away from home for a while. Her 
mother bad suggested the possibili~ of Jean's attend­
ing the Ursuline con vent in Wilmington, but Jean did not 
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want this. She felt that it would be very hard for 
her to get used to this kind of life after being 
used to something very different. I agreed that it 
would be a hard adjustm.ent for Jean to make. Jean 
did not see any solution exeept to return home and 
put up wi th the situation un til she is old enougb 
to be on her own. 

Fortunat ely, the outlook for Jean' s future was brighter than 

she felt. Mrs. R., who came to Wilmington for Jean, was an intelligent, 

warm person, full;y aware of wat her own indecision meant to ber 

children. She was able to accept, at least for thougbtful consideration, 

the possibilit;y of' getting help tram a famil;y ageney in caning to a 

decision regarding where ber primar,r responsibilit;y was in relation to 

her husband and her children. .As an immediate step to relieve some of 

the pressure for Jean, Mrs. R. planned to have ber go to her grand-

mother•s home in a nearby town for a visit, and possibly to complete 

her school year if' this could be arranged. This plan met with Jean' s 

approval. 

Somewhere in between the two extremes illustrated by the 

cases just presented fall the majority of situations with which this 

study is eoneerned. 

A.t tiret, al.m.ost every runaW&)" who comes to T .A.. or who is 

referred puts his running away on the fact that he wants to go to 

Tems or Floride. or someplace else just because he likes to travel or 

wants to get a job. Some of the runaW&)"s hold to this explanation 

througbout their contact with the ageney. Most runawa.ys, however, are 

able to share, at least to some extent, their feelings about their 

home situations and their real reasons for running away. 

The majority of runaways expressed problems in their relation-
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ships within their own families, as vell as problems related to school, 

personal inadequa.cies, and untavorable environment. The tolloving 

breakdown or the problems presented is baséd on the incidence of the 

problem since any given situation ~ present more than one specifie 

problem. 

Table No. 4. 

Categorz 

(a) 
INCIDENCE OF SPECIFIC PROBLEMS PRESENTED 

BI THE RUNA'WAYS 

Problem Incidence 

Relationships in Family Parents 1aCk understanding 12 
Feels unmmted bT family 9 
Abused b7 parents 7 
Quarrels with parents 6 
Friction with step-parent 6 
Parents too strict 6 
"Babied" by' parents 2 
Dislikes toster home 2 
Fig9.ts vi th siblings 1 

Problems Related to School Makes poor grades. Wants to work 12 
Wants to attend trade school 3 
Gets into mischiet 3 
Truants 2 
Wants to join the service 2 
Rejected because or color 1 

Problems in Envirom11ent Parents qu.arrel constantly 3 
Parents dririk excessively 2 
Parent mentally ill 2 
Has to work. Wants school. 2 
Parent in j ail 1 
Parents separated 1 
Financial problem 1 

Personal Problem.s Confused re plans tor future 3 
IllegitimatelY prègnant 2 

sical bandica ed 2 
a) This refera to number of problems. 

As indicated by the Table above, the majority of runa:ways 

expressed problems vhich vere related to tbeir relationships vi th 

parents or guardians. The problems thus presented vere rocused by the 

runawa.y on what he relt the parent was doing, or not doing. A total 

or 54.1 per cent or a11 the problems presented rall into this category. 
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The ne:xt la.rgest number of problems discussed by the runaway 

was related to his adjustment in school. These "W"ere expressed mainly 

in terms of dissatisfaction with school, a sense of failure, and a 

desire to stop school and go to work. or the total number of problem.s 

presented, 23.9 per cent were in this class. 

Nine point three per cent of the problem.s indieated b,y the 

runawa.ys was related to environmental factors, including parental 

behavior whieh was not directed toward the runaway, but of great 

meaning to him. There was onl.y one situation in "Which the runaway 

felt that financial insecurity of the family w.s a major problem., 

although this is possibly implied in the two situations where the 

runawa;y was working and wanted to attend school. 

A small proportion of the runawa;ys, s.; per cent indicated 

greatest eoncern with problems which were personal. This group in­

cluded two cases of illegitimate pregnaney, and two situations in 

whieh the runaway was having difficulty in adjusting to a physical 

handicap. 

It is important to note here that of the total 70 cases 

studied, only two runaways maintained that no problem whatsoever 

existed in the home situation, a.TJ.d this was not in agreement with the 

worker' s evaluation of the situation. 

As the above material is evaluated, there can be no question 

but that a ver,y large majority of children run away because of a situa­

tion with which the,y feel unable to cope. For some, such as Johnny K., 

running away is an act of defiance and self-assertion. For others, 

such as Jean R., it is an escape from an intolerable situation. Al­

though there is so:me evidence of pressure from environmental externals 
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· acting as a stimulus to running away, this is certainly not general, 

and cannot be given the same importance in eva1.uating motives as is 

given to the relationships which the runaway has within his family 

and within the communi ty. The most important conclusion to be dra-wn 

from the statistics thus presented is that running away is a g,y.mptom 

.or some disturbance within the home situation or within the child. The 

problem. may be fairl;y simple or it may be very complex, bu.t it does 

e:rlst for both the runawq and for his family 1 and i t is directly re­

lat ed to his behavior. 

It follows qu.ite naturally that analysis of how the runawa.;y 

may- be helped, and what are som.e of the prob1.ems with which the worker 

must con tend in this process will be considered in the ne:xt cha.pter. 
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Chapter V. PRDBLI!MS IN WORK WITH RUNA 'WAYS. 

The present chapter is concerned 'With the problems which may 

present them.selves in work 'With the runaway. For the pu.rpose of clari­

fication, these problems m~ be.divided into two categories. In the 

first group are those problems which are related to external factors, 

such as the agency setting, pressure of time and distance, etc. The 

second group is rela.ted to difficulties which arise in the case work 

a.rea.. It is not possible to sepa.ra.te entirely these two kinds of 

problams with which the worker must deal since they are closely related 

to each other, and successful planning depends upon meeting the 

challenge presented in each a.rea. The two cases to be presented in 

this section will serve to illustrate both types of problems and the 

manner in wb.ich they ~ be worked through.. 

There are certain necessar,y tools which help the caseworker 

on the job. Lack of these, or inadequaciés in them have some effect 

on successful planning with the client. The T .A. :rorlter is particu­

larly likely to have to cope with the problem of externa.ls because or 

the very nature of the setting, and because of the import.ant part 

p1qed by inter-city planning. 

Initial contact with the runaway's family is generally b,y 

telephone or wire, offering an office appointment. This is follo-wed b,y 

one or two intervie-ws in the office. 

The average num.ber of interviews wi th the runaway is two. 

There is the initial interview and a follo-w-up interview. The latter 

serves the dual purpose of discussing vith the child the report from 

his home comm:uni ty, and that of planning his actual return. If the 



· situation is very coœplicated and the family is disinterested or unco­

operative, th.ere will naturally be a grea.ter num.ber of interviews with 

.the child. 

Tra.velers !id is a short-contact agency. Contact with the 

client may var,y fraœ one to several interviews covering a period of 

time ra.nging from ha.lf an hour to several weeks. The latter is very 

much the exception, rather tha.n the rule. It is not the writer's con­

tention tha.t work with runa.ways and their fa.milies should involve more 

tha.n a. limited nUDI.ber of interviews, but auch work does give rise to 

the question of how m.ueh the wrker is affected by various pressures: 

pressure from the comnnmity in which the child is picked up to have 

him returned to his own comm.uni ty; pressure from the child to be sent 

ba.ck; pressure from the fa.mily who mmt him retumed imm.ediately; 

pressure which the worker :may be feeling a.t the time in other areas of' 

the job. Cumulatively, or singly, these pressures may be hard for 

the worker to withstand unless she has a. sincere conviction regarding 

the possibility of' real help to the runa.way in his relationship with 

T.A., brief as the contact may be, and unless she recognizes that it 

must be limi ted both in time and in rocus. 

Most T.A. Societies and their cooperating representatives 

answer out-of-town inquiries promptl,- and helptu.lly, with, of course, 

som.e variation in performance. Telephone calle and telegra.ms are 

the major methode of' inter-agency communication. The ehoice of medium. 

depends upon such factors as distance, availability of ra.ilroad tele­

phone lines (which are free of coat to some ageneies) and the comple:x:ity 

of' the situation. Vires are generally of the day-latter variety, since 

this affords a better opportunity for detailed report at lese expense 

than a straight wire. Letters are seldom used in inter-city planning 
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in work with runaways1 except as they are sent to confirm reports 

already' given1 or as follow-up reports on a continued contact with 

the runaway and his family after he returns to his ow.n community. 

Although these follow-up letters are required by N~T.A.A. established 

standards, the writer- has round that many agencies which have co­

operated with Wilmington T .A. in planning for runa-ways have failed 

to meet this responsibility. This is one or the main reasons Why 

it has been difficult to secure adequate material for analysis of 

work with the familias of runaways 1 as will be seen in a later chapter. 

In order to be or maximum help to the runaway, the worker 

must have an adequate report of the home situation and or the family' s 

feelings toward the child. There is often no T .A. or cooperating 

representative in the child' s home community. This may require a 

direct contact with the own parents by telephone, Which is seldom an 

entirely satisfactor,y plan1 or it may mean using an agency Which is 

not familiar with the process of wrk nth the familias of runaways, 

and the result is an inadequate report which is of little value in 

helping the runaway face return to his own home. 

Another of the external factors with 'Which the T.A. worker 

has to cope is the fact that the agency case load is not a •protected" 

one. This means that clients come in generally without an appointment, 

especially .t'or the initial interview. Or, if they are referred by 

another agency1 it is generally at a time o.f' criais when immediate 

needs have to be met because of the client's lack o.f' personal resources. 

This resulta in an extremely uneven intake situation and a great deal 

o.f' variation in pressure. 
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Unlike the majority of clients, who apply personally to T.A., 

or Who are referred by ether agencies to WhiCh they have made applica-

ti on, the runa1ffl3' do es not, except in a few cases, come to T .A. volun-

tarily. He is picked up qy the police, placed in the Detention Home 

and told that T.A. 'Will plan for his return, a1l on authoritative 

basis. He is obliged to return to his ow communi ty, ei ther to his 

family or to another plan, since he is a minor, non-resident, and a 

dependent persan. Even within the authoritative setting thus estab-

lished, however, the client is still free to accept or reject agency 

help. He does not have to share his problem with the worker, which 

would be a recognition of the fact that he is in trouble and needs 

help. He can, and sometimes does, refuse help. As in other casework 

relationship, then, we see the joint responsibility of worker and 

client for •a reciprocal giving and receiving with a purposen. (1} 

From the T .A. point of view, the "purpose" of the relation-

ship between the worker and the ru.naway is not merely- to plan the 

child' s return to his ow community as quiclcly as possible. It is 

also to offer to hlm, within the limite of a relatively short contact, 

sn opportun! ty to examine his reas ons for running away; to help him 

to evaluate his part in the home situation which resulted in his 

flight, as wall as the responsibility his :f'amily has in it, and, 

finally, to help him to see how his difficulty can be met in a differ-

ent, more acceptable way. If there is any indication that the ru.naway 

and his family will need continued. help from an agency in the home 

community in working through their problems, the ru.naway must be told 

(1) Elizabeth O. Johnston, Initial Case Interview. 
Paper delivered at T.A.S. Regional Meeting, Williamsburg, Va.: 
May, 1949, p.l. 
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;that such help will be available upon his return to his own home. 

The 'l' .A. worker needs also to use skUl and imagination in 

using with the runawa;y the info:rm.ation made available by the co­

operating agency, since it is on the basis of this information that 

the child can be helped to face the realities of return to a situa­

tion which has not ahanged over-night, just as the runawa;y has not 

changed overnight, but one in which there may be hope for a change. 

If the runaway' s famil;y rej ects him, lacks interest or is unco­

operative, he has to be helped to face this and to accept what he 

cannot change, although it ma;y be hoped that he 'Will arrive at a differ­

ent solution for himself. 

In order to offer the most helptul service possible to the 

runawa;y, the worker must bring to the job a genuine interest in the 

runawa;y and an acceptance of his rights as an indi vidu.al. The runa­

way needs to be free to accept or reject T.A. help. Since he ma;y be 

suspicious of T.A. 1s connection with the police and the Detention Home, 

i t is important in beginning work wi th the runawa;y to differentia te 

the function of T .A., from these other agencies. No matter how adequate 

a Detention Home may be, it still is a place of confinement for the 

ru.na;way, who of'ten has a lot of' feeling about being detained. This, too, 

must be handled with him, allowing free expression of his feeling. 'l'he 

runawq needs to be helped to recognize the fact that he is a minor who 

has broken the law by his action and that this has necessitated plans 

being made for his eare and protection until he can be returned to his 

own communit;y. Most important 1 the runaway' must never be made to feel 

that detention is punishment for his behavior. 
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The following excerpts from the records of Donald B. and 

Edward J. illustrate the use of the various principles described as 

they apply in the actual pro cess of planning wi th and for the runaway. 

They were also selected because they offer a contrast in the kinds of 

relationship established with the worker. Donald wanted, and was able 

to use the worker' s help. Edward was unable to allow himself to become 

involved with T.A., and he consistently denied any problem in his home 

situation, all reports to the contrar,y. 

Donald B. 10/18/50. Sgt. S. of the Delaware State 
Police telephoned to refer three runaway boys Who had 
gone to police barracks in Dover and asked to be sent 
back home. All three came from Brooklyn. 'l'heir fami­
lles had been contacted through the usual police chan­
nels, and $5.50 had been wired for Donald's fare home. 
'l'he boys were to be transferred to the Detention Home 
in Wilmington the following day to facilitate our 
planning with them. 

10/19/50. Interview with Donald at the Detention 
Home. Donald is 14 years old, fairly short and 
heavy-set. He bas very black skin, and a lovely smile. 
I was impressed wi th Donald' s warmth and sin ceri ty. He 
was somewhat nervous at the beginning of the interview, 
rut soon seemed to reel comfortable. I began by ex­
plaining to Donald howT.A. had been asked by the State 
Police to plan for his return to his own community, but 
t'hat we were not part of the Police or the Detention 
Home. Donald has been prepared for this contact by the 
Police and also knew that money had been sent for his 
fare back to Brooklyn. He explained that they (he and 
his two friends) bad no money and were hungry and tired 
so had decided they should try to get back home. He 
understood Why he had been brought up to Willnington to 
the Detention Home, and did not seem to mind this 
arrangement, al though he was anxious to be on his way 
home as soon as possible. I told Donald that this was 
very understandable and that we would try to arrange 
this as soon as we could, but that we did like to havè 
some idea as to why' a boy or girl had run away, and we 
did feel that it was good to know What kind of situation 
they would be going back to so that we might try to help 
them work out whatever problems there might be. 

I asked if Donald could tell me why he had run away. 
He replied that he wanted to get work. I agreed that 
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this is something that a big boy like Donald might 
want to do, but I wondered why he felt he had to 
leave home to do i t. Donald ex:plained that he is 
one of many children and that his parents have a 
very hard tim.e financially. His rather do es not 
work regularly, and his mother cannot work because 
she had an accident and is in a cast. A sister, 
Helen, is the main support of the family. She is 
23 years old and lives at home •••• Donald had tried 
hard to get jobs after school, but he had been un­
successful in getting one which paid well, and felt 
that he might do better someplace else. He added 
that one of the reasons wh.y it is hard for him not 
to have any money is because he is ashamed to go 
to school in the clothing he has. I recognized how 
hard this must be for Donald, and said that I felt 
he was rlght in wanting to do something to change 
the situation, but pointed out that running away 
is not the way to achieve this since he is a minor 
and must be picked up b,y the police wh.en he tries this. 

I talked with Donald about his feelings around going 
home. He wanted to return, and expressed concern 
about causing his mother worry. He spoke with real 
warmth about his mother, but was impassive in talking 
about his father. I felt that he had a lot of nega­
tive feeling in relation to his rather wh.ich was diffi­
cult for him to express. He was able to say that he 
did not think that his rather was a good rather, in 
the sense of being a good provider •••• Donald also had 
some problem in his relationâhip with an older brother 
wo wanted to be 'man of the house' as did Donald. 
This naturally resulted in a good bit of rivalry and 
friction. 

Donald was in the loth Grade at school, felt that he 
did good work. He wanted to finish high school so 
that he could geta job afterward ••••••••• 

I recognized that Donald's home situation was not an 
easy one for him. I encouraged him. to continue to 
try to get work after school. I told Donald that I 
was glad that he had been able to talk 'With me about 
his home situation, and that we would now ask New 
York T .A. S. to talk wi th his family to see if there 
was any wa:y in wich these problems could be worked 
out when he got back home. I planned to return the 
following d~ tolet Donald know how New York T.A.S. 
had made out in their contact with his family, and 
to discuss plans for his return home. 
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Later. Telephone ca11 to New York T .A. S. giving an 
account of~ contact with Donald and his feelings 
about his home situation. New York was requested 
to contact the parents for an understanding of their 
feelings in this situation and for an evaluation of 
What is in the home for Donald •••••••• 

Tbere was some delay in working out plans through New York 

T .A. S. "Ahich was having difficulty in getting the rather to come in to 

the office. It <ms necessary for Donald to remain in the Detention 

Home over the weekend. This was discussed wi th hlm • 

• • • 10/21/50. The follo'Wing report was received from 
New York T .A.S. Donald "WaS currently on probation 
from Juvenile Court. The family situation ws very 
bad. 'l'he parents were separated but living in the 
same building. Mr. ~. was abu.sive to the children, 
and is known to the court also. He bad a criminal 
record, worked irregularly and was a. poor provider •• 
• • Donald and his father were to report to the Court 
toda.y. If the fa.ther failed to keep his appointment 
wi th T. A. S., a warrant for his and funald' s arrest 
would be issued to assure their appearance at Court 
after Donald• s return home. 

10/23/50. Report from New York T.A.S. that Mr. B. 
had failed to keep his appointm.ent on Saturday. The 
Court had been notified of this and a warrant officer 
would meet Donald upon his arrival in New York. 

• • • • • • • • \Then this report was discussed with Donald, 
he admitted that he ha.d been referred to the Court 
for stealing. He again tied this in wi th the fam.ily' s 
very poor circumstanees, but was unab1e to reeognize 
that stealing wa.s an unsatisfactory answer to the 
problem since it only meant more trouble for him •• 
• • I talked w1 th Donald about the fa ct that his rather 
bad not gotten into T .A. for an interview so that the 
Court was going to have an officer meet hlm upon his 
arrival in New York. Donald wondered if this meant 
he would have to be sent ta a home. I said I did not 
have the answer to this question, and that all I knew 
was that he would be placed in custody in New York 
until his court hearing which would be wi thin the 
next day or so. Donald commented that he guessed his 
rather did not want hlm at home, which was no surprise 
to him. I replied that there seemed to be a good deal 
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of problem. between Donald and his father, and it 
seem.ed as if his rather did not want him back. I 
wondered how Donald felt abont this. Donald said 
tbat as far as his rather is concemed he does not 
mind, but he WOI.lldn 1 t like to live away :from hœ.e 
because of his mother. I said th at I could eel"­
tainl;r understand Donald feeling that way, and 
that I w.t.shed that I bad some idea as to 'What plan 
would be ll&de for him, but I did not. I told 
Donald that I had gathered. frcm JJJ'3' talks vith h1m 
that he was realq want:f.ng to malte a go or things 
and get help w:lth his problem. I felt that it would 
be important for h1m. to let· the Court know how he 
reels, just as he bas let me know. Donald thought 
that he would be able to do this. 

10/31/50. A detailed letter regarding our contact 
vith Donald was sent to lew York T .A. s. 

11/11/50. Report from lfew York !.A.s., which stated 
in part: •.n though Donald bas alreaey been on pro­
bation over a year, the response of his probation 
of'ficer and the Juvenile Court Judge w.s to reprimand 
him. and continue probation, vith no particular change 
in treatment planned. W'b.en we ventured to su.ggest 
f'amil.y agency ref'erral and mentioned a previous psy­
chiatrie clinic consultation b,y the family, because 
they vere puzzled about Donald, the probation officer 
thought they m.ight consider referral ba.ck to the 
cllnic. We were gl.ad t.o get your summary of October 
31st 1 and included this materiel in our report to the 
Court, hoping that this would encourage further ex­
ploration and activity since Donald seems very much in 
need of outside help.• 

Througb.out his contact vith T.A.s. Donald was a part of the 

planning be:f.ng made for him. He w.s avare, every step of' the vay or 

what w.s being done 1 and ~. He ws helped to express his feelings 

about his home situation and given recognition that it was discourag­

ing, at the same time as he wa.s expected to take responsibili ty for 

his own behavior in meeting this situation. 'l'he worker felt that 

Donald was sincere in saying that he wanted samething different for 

bimselr, and felt that the way in llhicb he used T .A. was the beginn:Jng 
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of change, however slight. One hopes that Donald has been given an 

opportuni ty by the Court. to get the help he so badly needs if this 

movement is to be sustained. 

Edward J. Edward J • was one of the boys who ws picked up 

with Donald B. and referred to T.A., lu' the State Police. Money had 

been wired to the police by his family for his return. 

10/lS/ 50. Interview wi th Ed-ward at the Detention 
Home. Edward is a tall, thin negro boy who looks 
malnourished. His clothing was terrib:q dirty and 
smelled strongly of urine. Edward ws very tense 
throughout the whole interview, and most of the 
time his expression was sullen. He replied briefiy 
to questions in a matter of fact way, but expressed 
little feeling. 

I began by" telling Edward that I was not connected 
with the police, but they had asked T .A. to mak:e 
plans for his return to his own home. I explained 
something of how this would be done in terme of 
the tact that New York T .A. S. would be talking vith 
his parents while I talked with him, and that T .A. was 
interested in trying to help both Edward and his fami­
ly understand the problem 'Which bad led to his l'Wllling 
away and work wi th it. Edward made no comment, but 
simply sat there listening attentively. I wondered 
if we might begin by Edward telling why he bad 1"I1D 
away. Edward said that he did not reel ths.t he 
wanted to tell me rather than his not knowing. He 
smUed slightly, but repeated that he did not know 
why'. I thought that Edward might be feeling tb at 
he did not know me weil enough to trust me enougb 
to talk about his reasons, but pointed out that it 
was hard for me to be of any help to Edward unless I 
knew wb.at the trouble was. I suggested that Edward 
think about this, and perhaps he might feel more like 
discussing i t the next time I saw him •••• 

The next part of the interview was devoted to getting .f'actual 

information from Edward on his home situation. .As the worker did so, 

she attampted to gain S<ID.e ineight into Ed-ward' s real feelings, but 

she wa.s unSllccessful in her effort. Edward presented in an impassive 

manner, an exceptionally positive picture of' his relationships within 



-45-

his f'ami:cy- circle, in school and in the commrmi ty. He said that he 

wanted to go hœe, rut this appeared to l'.l.ave little meaning to him. 

A secœd interview vith Edward the f'ollowing day went along 

in a sam.ewhat sim.i.lar pattern, with Edward refùsing to became in-

volved, b.r denying aD7 feeling or concern tb.at he might have. Edward 

vas also obliged to spend the weekend at the Detention H011.e due to the 

f'ailure of' his m.other to keep a.ppointm.ents vith New York T .A.S. He 

was described b.r the m.atron as conf'orming rut u:nf'riendl;r. 

10/21/50. Report from New York T .A.S. Edward is 
on probation f'rom. Juvenile Court. There is a war­
rant out f'or the arrest of' his parents beoause of' 
their f'ailure to keep appointments with the Court. 
In June 1949, Edward bad been 'brou.ght into Court 
b.r his step-m.other who oanplained that he vas out 
of control and would not eonfom. in B.D.Y area. He 
was placed on probation until April, 1950, when 
his step-m.other reported that he bad run away. At 
this time Edward bad gane to visit his own mother 
who had seven children ;rounger than he is. He 
seemed happier and more conf'ormi.ng with her, bllt 
in Ootober his mother reported that he was refùsing 
to go to school and stqing out la te at nigb.t. He 
was picked up by the Court for gambling and again 
put on probation. On the day that he ran away, he 
was to have been brought into Court for :tùrther 
planning. The Court now planned to have a warrant 
officer meet him upon his arrival in New York. Ve 
agreed to plan for his return and to notif'y 
Jfew York T.A.S. or the Travel Schedule 8lld the 
num.ber of' the coach he wuld be traveling •••••••• 

When this report was discussed with Edward, he was able to 

acknowledge part of' this as tru.e, bllt again he was unable to express 

a:rry feeling. He seemed to 'WSllt to go back to his own commrmity, bu.t 

he was not looking f'orward to this with either pleasure or eoncern. 

It was good to know that immediately upon his return to Bew York, the 

Court ref'erred Edward to Youth House f'or intensive study, including 

PSTchiatric examination, pending fùrther planning. 
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Accepting his basic differences from Donald as an individual, 

Edward was of'f'ered the same opportunity as was Donald f'or help with 

his problem. He vas unable to use this. There w.s no less under-

standing and interest on the worker' s part, al though there appears 

to have been some pressure exerted to m.ake him share his problera. 

Basically, bowever, i t would appear that Edward did not want to risk 

himself suf'ficiently to became involved in a reciprocal giving and 

receiTi.ng. Just as it is not possible to help every client who cames 

to an agency, neither is it possible to help avery runaw.y. As 

Miss Jessie Tart has so aptly expressed it: "only if he (the client) 

wants the help off'ered tbrougb a partioular service will it be possible 

f'or the belper to :f'lmction." (l) 

Althougb work with the runaway- is the primary concern. of this 

study-, it is also important to give careful consideration to the question 

or work with the runaway-' s family. This is important because maximum 

help to the runaway cannat be achieved without a similar opportunity for 

help being orrered to the child' s family-. It thererore seems appropria te 

to end this study with a discussion or the service wieh may be orrered 

to the runaway1 s ramily and an analysis of the case work principles 

involved in this process. 

(1) Jessie Taf'ti, A Conception of the Growth Process 
Underl~g Casework Practice. University or Pennsylvania Press, 1943 
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Chapter VI THE RllNAWAY' S FAMILY 

As indicated earlier, the term "family'" is used in this study 

to connote the persœ, or persœs, responsible for the rana-way. This 

includes ow parents, adoptive parents, or relatives. It does not 

inolude toster parents working with a placement agency, since the 

agency oarries the ultimate responsibllity for the ebild. Neither 

does it inelude legal guardians, such as institutions. Out of tb.e 

70 cases studied only three did not invol ve familias, as defined 

above. Two of the chUdren vere in insti tutional care, and one ws 

in an ageney foster home. 

Of the remaining 67 cases, 29 children, lesa than half', vere 

living with both own parents. Tbere were ll situations where the 

parents were separated, the child living with one or the other. In 

10 si ta.ations, one parent bad remarried, thus a step-mother or step­

tather ws involved. Six of the ohildren lived with a parent who was 

widowed, and three lived with a divorced parent. There was only one 

instance of a child living with an unmarried mother. 

The obvious conclusion to be drawn from these statisties is 

that more than half of' the chlldren have been subj eoted to the traumatio 

experience of separation from a parent through death, divorce or legal 

separation. The writer would like to note also that in the cases where 

the ru.naway was living w1 th both own parents, there ws frequent evi­

dence of confiict between the parents, inad.equaq, and other problem.s 

which do not make for a wholesame, stable home environment. 

It bas been difficu.l t to evaluate accurately the various kinds 

of problems existing in the home situation and the frequ.ency of their . 

occurrence. This bas been due to laek of detailed reoording on contacts 
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'~ith own familias, inadequate reports fran co-operating agencies, and 

resistance of familias to becom.ing involved with an agency. Som.e of 

the most helpf'ul aaterial has been secured through clearance wi th the 

Social Service Excha.nge in places where this is established, and where 

familles have previously been known to social agencies. 

In 21 situations it wa.s not possible to determine whether 

familias had been previously known to a social agenc:r due to the lack 

of Social Service Excha.nge in the cOOlilluni t;y, or beca.use of failure to 

clear registrations. Twenty-nine familias were not know to any ageney 

prior to the referral of the runawa.y to T .A.. On the remaining 20 cases 

there were 44 registrations with Social Service Exchange. This means 

that 40.7 per cent of the 20 cases where clearance was possible, or 

determined, indicated a previousl;y existing famil;y problem, suffi­

ciently severe to motivate a request for help or to bring the famil;y 

to the attention of a welfare ageney. Registrations most frequently 

listed were wi th Relief Departments, Famil;y agencies, Juvenile Courts, 

Child Placœent agencies, Beal th agencies and Guidance Clinics. 

Sane of the problems which were evident in the famil;y situations 

were broken homes, as a result of separations, divorce, qnarreling, 

abuse, alcoholism, mental deficiency, mental disease, financial 

problems and crime. 

In their contacts with Travelers Aid and co-operatives many 

familias showed disinterest and rejection of the children. 

Generall7 speaking, these various manifestations of problems 

in famil;y situations point up cerliain deprivations which fall roughl:r 

within the following categor.r: affection, emotional security, physioal 

necessities, and ed.ucational and social opportunities. Since affection, 
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em.otional security, adequate pbysical care and reasonable educational 

and social opportunities are essenti&l to a well adjusted wholesame 

childhood it is apparent that many of the ronaways involved in this 

studr were deprived of one or more of these necessities in their home 

situation. 

The reaction of indi vi dual children to the home situation 

varies. An unhealtby home environment may impel. a child to various 

types of delinquent behavior, auch as stealing, lying, truancy, insub­

ordination, etc. Same ehildren have vithin themselves the strength 

to resist the negative influence of their environment. Running away 

from an intolerable home situation may be an indication of a degree 

of strengtb in resisting what f'eel.s bad, {as it wa.s vith Donald B. 

and Jean R.) 1 or it may be simply another manifestation of' mal.adjust­

ment and anti-social tendencies, as wa.s the case of Edward J. Whatever 

the basis for the runawa.y' s bebavior, it is a form of delinqueney, and 

as such it is, vith very few exceptions, a symptom of sana real trouble. 

The case histories used in this study point conclusi valy to 

the fact that the problem. is related to personallty difficul.ties, 

pressures and tensions wi thin the family, as indi vi duala and in their 

relationships to one another. 

York with the familias of runaways must be considered in two 

separate sections because of the particular set up of the Travelers Aid 

chain of service which resulta in one agency, the initiating one, 

working with the runaway, and the other ageney, the co-operating or 

second&ry' work.ing with the f'amily. 

The previous illustrations of' Edward and Donald are clear-cut 

exam;ples of situations in whicb. llilmington Travelers Aid wa.s the 
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ini tiating &geDCj" and mar be referred to again for purposes or illustra­

tion. 

In a meeting of the Steering Committee of Travelers Regional 

Conference or 1950, there was a discussion regarding the ettectiveness 

ot worlt with runawa;rs. In relation to the responsibility of the sec­

ondary agency in working with the client, it was felt that the main 

focus should be on a hel.ping the client to work through the pro blem 

and not simp~ to plan for the :run.aways return home. As this applies 

in work with the familles of runaways, it precludes a fil'm conviction 

tbat tb.ere is an underlying problem and that the ageney has the 

responsibUity of belping the f8IIlil7 to recognize this. 

Both the primary and the secondar,y agency have the responsi­

bility of sharing with each other, prompt~ and accurately, available 

material. relating to the runaways feelings and the home situation. 

It is not possibl.e to help the chi.ld 1 s family to a real understanding 

of the problem. if the secondary agenCj" does not have a meaningtul. 

picture of the ehild' s feelings about his home situation and or his 

contact w:tth T .A. Conversely, it is most diffieult to work with the 

runaway around return to his home if adequate information regard.ing 

the home situation, and especially the parents' feeling towa.rd the 

child, is not secured from the T .A. or co-operating agency whieh is 

vorking with the fam.ily. 

Work with parents, relatives or others responsible tor the 

runa:way is frau.ght witb challenge. Like the m.ajority of runaways, the 

famil.y is drawn into contact with T .A., if not involuntarily, at least 

withoo.t a:tr1' effort to request help on their own initiative. It is 

frequent~ threa.tening to the fam:ily to be fa.ced vith the fa.ct of the 
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child1 s running away, since to even the most limited and inadequate 

parents this implies that there is a problem in the home situation. 

A common reaction to this threat is to deny vigorously the existence 

of a.n;y problem whatsoever. Sane parents place the entire blame on the 

child whom. they describe as "incorrigible", a wanderer, pecu.liar, or, 

just plain bad. Other parents put the b1ame on the child1 s environ­

ment, especially his companions if he bas run away with. another child. 

And still other parents use the situation to blame each other for the 

child' s behavior. A few familias place the blame on the unsatisfac­

tory adjustment th.at the child bas made in school. In only a very few 

situations are the parents able to face the fact that a problem. does 

exist within the home situation, and tbat they thEmselves are respon­

sible, at least in part, for what has happened. 

It is obvious that if any change for the better is to occur 

in the home situation, the parents, as well as the chlld, need to be 

helped to face their problem, reeognize their responsibility in it, 

and one hopes, move toward doing sanething about it. This is what 

is meant by "working" vith the familias of runaways. It is a stimu­

lating and difficult task because it frequently requires dealing vith 

the intangible. To support the worker and the client in this task is 

the one constant, tangible, namely, the faet that the child bas run 

away. To this task, the worker needs to bring a special acceptance 

and understanding of the family's attitudes and feelings. 

The follo'Wing extracts fran the record of Harry D. is offered 

as an illustration of work with the runaway' s family. Harry, age 13, 

white, had been pieked up by the police in Miami, Florida. He had run 

away fran his home in a rural section of Delaware. Harry' s rather was 
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a prosparous fal'Jier, specializing in poul.try. This ba.r is one of the 

cbildren of his father' s first marriage, and the only one of that union 

still living at home. 

!!!:,m D. 9/10/50 ........ Mr. D. into the office for his 
appointment. He is a short, canpactly buil t man, 'W1 th 
gray hair, blue eyes and a ra.ddy compleXion. I told 
Mr. D. that I -was glad that he bad been able to come 
into the office to tal.k 'With me as I realized that he 
was upset about what bad happened. Mr. D. appeared 
greatl.y' disturbed and was e1ose to tears several times. 
He admi tted that he had been "worried to death" about 
his son, and that his w.tf'e was concerned, too. She bad 
not been able to come in beeause of the small children 
in the home. He said that he had received word yester­
day from the Miami police that the boys (Harry and a 
friand) had been pieked up, bu.t that he bad not yet 
done anytb.ing about sending monay for Harry' s return 
because he was at a loss to know wat to do. I won­
dered if Mr. D. could tell me a little about what had 
led up to this situation. Mr. D.-·became very angry 
and said that he blamed the whole thing on the company 
Harry bad been keeping. He said these boys bad taught 
his san to drink and to stay out tmtil a11 hours of the 
night. I asked how long this had been going an, and 
Mr. D. said that he had not know about the drinking 
un.til Harry bad run away this time (the second within 
a six week period). One of the other brothers had 
told Mr. D. then.. He added that actually Harry bad 
gotten along pretty well otherwise. He is a good 
student and never gets into trouble at school. Ex:cept 
for his staying out late at night there bas been. no 
other problem in the home. I agreed that Harry' s cam­
panions would have some infiuence upon him, but felt 
that Harry bad apparentl.y decided to run away and that 
he was responsible for what he bad been doing. Mr. D. 
did not pick this up, l:nt moved on to talking ldth real 
affection about his relationship "With his son, and 
seemed to feel that they bad been good companions. He 
said that he bad never denied his son anything that he 
needed or wanted, and that he has never whipped him as 
bad been claimed by some of the neighbors since Harry 
ran away. I wondered if Mr. D. knew W.at had brougbt 
about this change in Harry during the last few months. 
Mr. D. felt that it was Harry' s mmting to drink. I 
agreed that i t was certainly possible tb. at Harry bad 
done some drinldng, but it seems rather unusual for a 
thirteen year old boy to need to drink so mueh that he 
will do anything to get liquor. Mr. D. supposed that 
Harry bad the older boys wi tb whom be l"lmS around get 
it for him. I wondered how Harry would have the money 
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for this. Mr. D. e:xplained that he .gave Barry some 
fa.rm stock for his own and tbat Barry is free to sell 
this at acy time th at he wishes to do so. Last week 
Harry had f72. 00 which he bas apparentl7 spent since 
then. I commented that $72.00 is a lot of mone7 for 
a 13 7ear old to be responsible for. Mr. D. supposed 
that it is, bu:t Harcy has always bad plent7 of money 
and has never gotten into trouble before. Mr. D. 
fel t at a losa to know 'What to do. He said that he 
does not want to put Harry "in a bane", and he is 
wUling for Harry to live with an7 of the neighboring 
families or w1 th any of his married brothers or sisters. 
I asked if this meant that Mr. D. wa.s pretty sure that 
Harry would not liBllt to come home. Mr. D. said that 
this wa.s the second t:Ime tbat Barry- had run away. Be 
replied that he did not. He bad tried to talk wi th 
Harr:,v about it, but Harry would not say s.nything either 
to him or to his mother. Mr. D. •s eyes filled with 
tears again. 

I said t'hat i t seeras tbat Harry is developing a 
pattern of behavior which mq mean a great deal of 
trouble for him if he does not get help with this 
problem soon. Mr .. D. replied that he would do an,thing 
to help his son. He feels that he cannot handle this 
alone and needed help from saneone. I told Mr. D. that 
since the situation bad been referred to us by the 
Fa:mil7 Court in Wilmington , pemaps this was some-
thing "Which he might be interested in working througb 
l1i th them when Harry returns. Mr. D. said that he would 
be willing to go anywhere for help. He has had 14 
children altogether, and has never bad any real trouble 
with any of them except Harr:,v. He added that several 
of his children are grow-up, married, responsible people 
and they never bad more the.n Harry does. I wondered if 
part or the problem was in Harcy' s having everything he 
wants. Mr. D. supposed that this might not be too good 
for a :roungster, but so far Harry had not given them aDJ' 
trouble. I asked if Mr. D. could tell me 'Why he thinks 
this situation developed. He was unable to offer any 
explanation for the ebange in Harry's behavior, except 
for the fact that Harry was keeping "bad compa:ny". He 
felt that the situation bad come to a head on Monda)" 
m.orning when he bad forbidden Harry to associate f."urther 
l1i th a certain tri end who bad been getting into a lot of 
trouble in the neighborhood. He thought that this :mq 
have been when Harry decided to run away. 

Mr. D. then discussed with me a plan for Harry to live 
with his married sister, Mrs. s. This was Harry' s 
faTOr:tte sister, and Mr. and Mrs. s. had both expressed 
willingness to have Harry live with them. An appointment 
for Mr. D. and Mr. and Krs. s. to come in to the office 
to discuss this f'urther. Mr. D. also planned to bring 
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in the money to deposit for Harry' s return fare and 
expanses. Miami T.A.S. was notified of the situation 
to date, and requested to send us a report on their 
contact with Harr,y. 

La ter tbat day, a report was recei ved from Miami 
T .A.S. that Har.ry could be released by the Juvenile 
Court the follolfing day and that he wanted to live 
with the S. family. 

The follolfing day, Mr. D. and Mr. and Mrs. s. came 
in to diseuse their plan to have Harry live with 
them. This young couple indicated a real interest 
in Ha.rr.r and seemed to want to do W.at they could 
to help. They "Were inclined to go along with Mr. D. •s 
.feeling that the problem. was related to Harry' s choice 
of canpanions and were not as inclined to seek help 
.from an a geney. However, they both sbowed more aware­
ness of the lack of li.mits which bad been set for Har.ry 
in his own home end felt that something different 
would have to be put in with him if he came to live 
vi th thEm. . 

The next day we received a wire from Miami T.A.s. 
stating that Harr,y bad been placed enroute to 
Wilm.ington, and advising us of the time of his arriv­
al. The vire also indicated that Harry bad since 
changed his mind and was now wanting to return to 
his own home. 

Mr. D. was moved to tears when he learned that Harry 
had deeided to retum to his own home, and greeted 
Harry very w8.l:'m.l.y when he arri ved. Harry expressed 
the feeling that he and his rather eould work out 
the problem. in the home, and wa.s not interested in 
seek:ing further help from an agency. Now th at the 
actual crisis was over, and Harry bad returned, 
Mr. D. w-i.tb.drew from any :f\lrther consideration o-r 
getting help from a local agency as he had indice.ted 
earlier in his contact 'Witb us. Because bath Harry 
and his rather were amdous to end wi th the agency, 
i t was not possible to continue any discussion wi th them 
as ta the basis of Harry's behavior and his feeling 
about his home situation. The worker was also limi ted 
in 'What sbe eould do with Harry at this point, sinee 
she did not have from the agency which worked wi th him 
any detailed report on what had gone into their contact. 

This report was recei ved a rew deys la ter, and in­
dicated tha.t Harry was very unhappy in his home situa­
tion beeauae or his relationship with his step-mother. 
He also was unhappy about the f'act that his father and 
mother bad been di vorced and he wanted to bave more 
eon.tact wi th his own m.other than was possible so long 
as he li ved in a rural area. 



-55-

A letter vas sent to Mr. D. suggesting the possibility 
or his cœning in to the office with Harry for turther 
discussion of the situation in view of this report, 
but no rep~ was received. 

This case illustrates clearly many or the principles previ­

ously discussed. Mr. D. was obviously threatened by Harry' s rmm.ing 

away from home, and in defense placed the bl.mae on Harry' s companions. 

It was e:x.trem.ely diffieult for him. to admit that there 'W'B.S any problem 

in the home or that Harry might not be happy there, so he stressed 

the m.any :material advantages that he 'W'B.S able to offer to his son. 

He was able to move slightly' taward recognition of his part in the si tua-

tion when he recognized that he might be giving Harry too much of 

everything, ineluding freedom. While still feeling the impact of the 

criais, Mr. D. 'W'B.S even able to recognize his inability to worlt tbrough 

this problem without outside help, and was considering re.ferral to a 

local ageney. However, when the criais had passed and Harry bad 

decided to return home, Mr. D. was unable to carry through on this 

plan, and Harry himself was denying the existence o.f the problems 'Which 

existed in the hoot.e. This is not an uncommon experience in working with 

the runa'W'B.y and his family. There is some indication that the wrker 

was s~ed b.r the pressure of both Harr,y and his rather to end their 

contact with the agency, and this points up the need for good .follow-up 

work wi th the clients wh en the child retums to his own comm:uni ty. It 

also points up the difficulty of pieking up a situation with a child 

Vi thout a meaning:f'ul report from the agency wi th whan he bas had contact 

'While he vas still feeling keenly the pressures of the home situation 

whicb have resulted in his running awa.y. 
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Al though ref'erral to another agency f'or long time plann; ng wa.s 

not carried through in this situation, it was def'initely indicated as 

part of' T .A. service to the runaway and to his f'amlly. This is an 

important part of' the service 'Whieh T .A., a short-contact ageney, has 

to of'f'er to the client. It is theref'ore appropriate, at this point., 

to look at what was done in the 70 cases invol ved in this etudy in 

relation to ref'erral.s to other agencies for f'ollow-up of the problœ 

presented. 

REFER.RALS TO CJ.rHER AGENCIES :roR LOBG-TIME PLANNING 

DisEÇsition of' Case Num.ber of Cases 

No ref'erral made 25 
Data not recorded 16 
Ref'erral not accepted by client 11 
Ref'erral aecepted b,y client S 
Acceptance made obligatory by Court 7 
Ref'erral baek to ageney with wh.am active ____J_ 

Total 70 

In view of the f'aet tbat the statisties previously presented 

indieated the existence of sane problem in the home situation, in 

var;ying degrees., it is a matter of' coneern to note that in as many as 

25 situations, no ref'erral ws made. This may point up a lack of 

conviction that the problem for the nma:way and his f'amily was of 

suf'f'icient seriou8lless to warrant ref'erral, and it gives rise also 

to the question of the validity of this decision in such a large 

proportion of' cases. The f'act that in 16 cases no data vere recorded 

on this matter is also a matter for concern if' this service is f'elt to 

be an integral part of T .A. service to the client. 
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(1) 
In a survey of 317 runaway cases known to New York T.A.S., 

Robert S1awson reported that onl:r '5 per cent of these cases were not 

referred to a •source of eontinued help and treatment" beeause the 

worker did not reel that referral was indicated. This bore out 

Mr. S1awson1 s premise whieh was that, with very few exceptions, a 

need for referral. of runaways and their families for eontinued help 

is indicated. In relation to Mr~ Slawson's stud:y, the 3'5.7 percent 

incidence or non-referrals of the 70 cases studied in Wilmington 

T.A.S. raises the question of the effectiveness of the agency's work 

in this area. 

(1) S1awson, Robert, M. •A Statistical. Su.rvey of 317 
Rtmawa.ys Known to New York Travelers Aid Society. • Unpublished 
Master's thesis, School of SoeiaJ. York, New York University, 1945. 
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Ohapter VII !'INDINGS AND OONCLUSIONS 

The f'indings of this s'tudy based on 70 cases of runaway 

children known to the 'fravelers !id Society or Wilmington, Delaware, 

may appropriatel;y be divided into :rindings relating to the runaway, 

and to findings relating to the rtm.away1 s famil;y. 

The most iaportent conclusion w be drawn from the study of 

the runawa;y minora is the fact that rnnning away is sym.ptomatic or 

some disturbence in the bane situation. This coincides with the 

world.ng philosopby' of the agenc;y in which the stud.y was undertaken. 

Although the problem may be relativel,- simple, this wa.s not indieated 

in the :majorit;y of the cases thus studied, and in the large majority 

of cases the problem was in the child' s relationships within his own 

f'amily, that is, in his relationships with his parents. The problems 

presented b;y the runaways in this area were related primarily to the feel­

ings of being misunderstood end Ul1'WB!lted by' their familles. 'fhere were 

also incidents of problems relating to the em.otional and mental 

inadequacies or parents, separation from one parent or the other, and 

environmental factors, su ch as financial insecuri ty. All of these 

problems indicate deprivation of em.otional and materiü needs which 

impel the child 1;o this partieular form of delillqa.enc7, and whieh are 

unfavorable 1;o the developaent of a secu.re, well-adjusted personality. 

Al though the desire for adventure, or to be •part or the gang" ma,- have 

been a factor in some or the cases presented, there is no· single case 

in which this was illustrated to be the principal motivating factor for 

the runaway's behavior. 
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The statistics presented indicate that running away is a form 

of' delinquency more pecul.iar to the adolescent than to the younger child, 

and more pecul.iar to the male adolescent than to the female. Since 

adolescence is, at best, a time of difficul.t adjustment, this fact is 

not surprising. The higher incidence of running away mong male 

adolescents does not necessarily imply that the male haS more difficulty 

in adjusting to the emotional and physical changes of adolescence than 

does the female, but seems t.o be related to the greater f'reedom. of move­

ment whieh is part of the sociall.T acceptable nol'll for the male • 

.Uth.ough there was an expression of some diffieulties related 

to the runaway's problems in school, this did not appear to be a major 

consideration in most cases. From 'Which fact, we may draw the conclusion 

that the child was not :ru.nning away from school, bat from his home. This 

is obvious if one real.izes that in the ordinary si tua ti on were a ehild 

has a problem in school, this is worked through w.lth the school, or 

else the child is transferred to another school. It is only when the 

child feels that his parents do not understand his diffieul. ty in school 

and may blme him, justl7 or unjustly, that he resorts to running away. 

Tlms, the basic problem really goes back to his relationship wi th his 

famUy. 

Since most of the runawa7s who come to T .A. are referred by 

the Detention Home, the writer feels that the relationship between this 

agency, and incidentally, the police, is of great importance. Inter­

agency agreements, previousl7 worked out between T .A. and these two 

authori tati ve agencies, are apparently' not being carried through as 

indicated b7 the law percentage of referrals to T .A. of runaways picked 

up in Wilmington and placed in the Detention Home by the police. There 
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seeœ to be two possible reasons for this situation. The first is a 

lack or conviction on the part or these agencies or the value to the 

runa:way and to his famil7 of referra.l to T .A., as wll as the pressure 

to get the runaway out of the Detention Home because of overcrowding. 

The second possible reason is lack or adequate and consistent inter­

pretation to these agencies b,yT.A. of the value of T.A. service to 

the runawey and to the comm.uni t7 in 'Which he is picked up. 

In relation to work vith the runaway- in sn authoritati ve 

setting, the writer suggests the possibilit7 or having all interviews 

vith the runawa7 in the T .A. office, rather than in the Detention Home. 

This suggestion is made because it is understandably- difficult for 

the runawa7 to separate the authoritative fUnction or the police and 

the Detention Home from the non-authoritative i'unction of T .A. 'When 

he is referred by the authorities and is interviewed in the Detention 

Home. The writer recognizes that this illlplies, possibl7, additional 

expanse to T.A. for the runawa.y' s rare to and from the Home, and it 

also invol ves the risk or the child' s breaking contact 'Wi th the agency 

enroute. In relation to the smount of time required for the worker1 s 

transportation to and from the Home, the expanse of taxi fare for the 

child woul.d be negligible, and there appears to be little risk or the 

child' s running away again, judging from the cases included in this 

study' 'Where no single child vi thout escort failed to return to his ow 

community. 

In considering data recorded in the runaway-1 s case record, the 

writer has notieed two important lacks. One vas a lack of data concern­

ing the rrequency or occurrence or this kind or behavior, and the other 

was a laek of infomation regardizl& the child' s grade and adjustment in 
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school. The writer f'eels tbat the f'irst lack is rather disturbing 

if' one accepts the basic assuœption that the runaway leaves home 

because of a si tu.ation which is intolerable to bim., and therefore 

repetition of this behavior indicates either tbat the child has 

not bad an opportunity for belp vith bis pro'blem, or else that he bas 

been unable to use help. The second lack seem.s important not OlÙ.J"' 

because of the opportun! ty which i t of :fers to the worker to evaluate 

the childts general adjustment in the commwrl.ty, but also because 

1 t seems that helpf\ù supplem.enta:cy material might be obtained from 

contact 'With this more detached source. In so :far as the writer is 

awa.re from ber ow experience in T .A. , no attempt is made to secure 

fraa the school this supplem.entary inf'orma.tion which seems to have 

potentialities for helpfUl evaluation of the material presented by 

the ebild and br his fam.lly. 

The findings of this study also indieate that many 'r .A. 

societies and co-operating agencies negleet to submit a summar,r of 

their contact with either the child or 'With his family. Apart .f'rom 

the fact that this is a recognized procedure, established b7 

National Travelers .A.id Society, the writer reels that suoh information 

is of interest not o~ to the agenc,y whieh bas invested time and 

effort in working with the client, but it is also of' importance in 

helpi.ng to determine, to eome extent, the ef'f'ectiveness of the help 

gi ven to the client. Su ch reports, the wri ter wuld like to add, are 

also invaluable in researeh on this subj ect. 

Because of the lack of the above mentioned reports regard.ing 

contacts with ow f'am.llies, it has been diff'ioult to evaluate the 

effectiveness of' the ageney service to this group of clients. From. 
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the lim.ited materiaJ. available, the following conclusions may be drawn. 

The famllies of most runaways are e:x:tremely threatened by the 

child' s running away, and they are theref'ore likely to deny the exist­

ence of any problem in the home. Instead, they are apt to place the 

bl8Dle entirely on the chUd, on his companions, his diffieul ty in 

school, or, in some instances, parents will blame each other. In very 

few instances will the parents be able to face the problem and their 

share in it, and hopef'ully work toward its solution. These findings 

imply that the wrker needs to bring to the task a special understa.nd­

ing of the fami]J-' s feelings and attitudes, and they suggest that an 

unusual degree of ski1l on the part of the caseworker is required to 

handle the intangible factors invol ved. 

If the premise is accepted that children run away because of 

a situation in the home which is intolerable to them, it follovs that 

referral to a long-ti.me agency in the coliDlUili ty tor continued help 

is an essential part of T .A. work with the mnaws.y and his family. 

Statisties on the 70 cases studied indicate that in a rather large 

number of cases such action was not taken. This may imply a weakness 

in the agency' s work 'Wi th this group of clients in this partieular 

area. The writer reels that a collateral study on this subject might 

be of value to the ageney in offering an opportunity to evaluate more 

comprehensively the service which the agency offers to the runa~ 

and to his family. 
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All. statietical and case material prescted 1n this 
stu.dy vere taken from. the records bT use of tour key 
cards. Xq Card llo. I was used to identif,r cases 
through the 11se of a code 11maber. 'ley Cards J., 'B, 
and C served to divide the information desired iD.to 
three dist!Det categories: (1} relat!Dg to the nma­
way; (2} relating to the famil7; (3) re1at1ng to 'l' .A.. 
vorlc with both. 'l'he code m::œbers on A, B, C cards are 
1dent1cal sinee iDfoœation on both the runaway and 
the famlly is contailled in one record. 

KEf OARD NO. I 

IDElftiFIOATION OF CASES 

Case lfu:aber 

02136 

KEI OA.BD A 

It• 

1 Code Nmaber 

2 Oo1or 

Su: 

4 Age 

5 

6 

Grade in Sehoo1 

Place of legal residence 

7 Date on llhieh pick:ed up by 
police 

8 Date or referr&l to 'l' .A.S. 

gpde !gmber 

1 

70 

Item 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Source of referral 

Reasons given for running away 

Humber of runaw.ys iDvol ved 
1n situation 

Humber of previous ru.nawq 
experiences 

Disposition or case 
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KEY CABD B 

INFORM:A!ION ON THE FJMILY 

Item 

1 Code number 

2 Marital status 

.3 

4 

Social-economie statue 

Rural-urban background 

S Bum.ber of' siblings 

6 Nwl.ber of previous contacts 
with social agencies 

KEY CARD C 

Item 

7 

8 

9 

Parents evaluations of 
probl.em 

Parents relationship with 
T.A.S. 

Outcome of contact 

!lm)RMATION ON 'f .A. 'WORK .m!! 
R01lAWAY AND FAMILY 

Item Item 

1 Code number 

2 Worker's evaluation of pro-
b1em in relation to runa­
vay 

Vorker' s evaluation of 
prob1em in relation to 
fami1y 

4 Humber of contacts wi th T .A. 

5 NUmber of contacts with 
family 

6 Referral to other agen~ for 
oontinued help indicated 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Referral to other agency for 
continued help not indicated 

Referral made to 

Ref'erral reported as accepted 

Referral reported as nat 
accepted 

Ou.tcame not reported 

Outcom.e not reeorded 
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