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CHAPTER T
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND

THE OUTLINE OF RESEARCH

The concept of status congruence implies that the individual
occupies positions in several vertical status hierarchies instead of in
a single hierarchy. Given the presence of several status hierarchies,
for example, education, occupation, and income, the individual may
occupy equivalent positions in each or dissimilar positions in all or
some of them. In the first case sociologists say a situation of status
congruence (or consistency or crystallisation) exists, and in the second,
one of status incongruence (or inconsistency or uncrystallisation).
Besides, there may be various patterns of status congruence, a high
occupational status with a low educational status, or low occupational
status and high educational status for instance, all of which forms may
have diverse consequences for the individual.

Max Weber1

alluded to this phenomenon and suggested the political,
economic and prestige hierarchies as the crucial ones on which the
individual's positions are located. However, although several other
students of society have since made reference to this multi-dimensional
aspect of social stratification and have speculated on its consequences

for the individual it is only recently that efforts have been made to bring

together the empirical evidence about the concept.

lMax Weber, The Theory of Social and Economic Organization, Trans.
A. M. Henderson and Talcott Parsons (New York: The Free Press, of Glencoe,

1947) .




So far, the researches have related status congruence as an
independent variable to certain attitudes and behaviour as dependent
variable, without any intensive empirical research into the factors which
may explain the independent - dependent variable relationships. There

have been several suggested (third) variables, however. George C. Homans2

posits that status incongruence is associated with a state or feeling of

ambiguity in interpersonal relations as the incongruent individual lacks

a coherent definition of himself and other incongruents, and is uncertain
of what type of behaviour to exhibit and expect. Taken one step further,
such a situation will affect the individual's participation in group

intercourse.

Homans3 suggests also, that status incongruence is assoclated with
'status anxiety', as the individual regards congruency of status as the
desired situation. Should he, therefore, perceive a loss of status in
one dimension his response would be one of anxiety. Hom.ansLl does not
elaborate on the consequences of this feeling of status anxiety, but he
does mention that an individual experiencing a state of incongruence will

take steps to bring his status factors into line, a response E. Benoit-Smullyan

called status equilibration.5 Other comentators have speculated on the

2George Caspar Homans , "Status Congruence", Sentiments and Activities.
Essays in Sccial Science (Glencoe, Ill., The Free Press, 1962), pp. 96-97.

3Tbid. pp. 9L-95

bpia.

5Emile Benoit-Smullyan, "Status, Status Types and Status Inter-

relationships". American Sociological Review, Vol. IX (April, 1944),




forms status (rank) equilibration may take and have suggested certain
types of political behaviour and attitudes as possibilities.

B. Anderson and M. Zelditch,6

in a recent theoretical exploration
of the concept, agree that status congruence does have certain consequences
for the individual. They argue that the lcongruent individual may compare
his status on the different dimensions with the positions of others and
this comparison may produce a feeling of relative deprivation or satisfac-
tion. That is, if an Individual in comparing himself with another person
thinks that his position on one or more status dimensions ought to be
higher in order to achieve equivalence with his position(s) on one or more
of the other dimensions, he feels relatively deprived. If, however, he
perceives no relative discrepancy, he is relatively satisfied. And here
Mnderson and Zelditch's7 treatment merges with Homans'.8 They argue that
a feeling of relative deprivation explains the tendency to seek rank
equilibration, and if the individual percelves a loss of status on one or
more dimensions, he may take action to prevent this and so preserve his
superiority on this(these) dimension(s) at least, a response they refer to
as rank saving.

As a summary of the above description, we conclude that status con-

gruence has certain conseguences - which we shall here call correlates -~ for

6B. Anderson and M. Zelditch, Jr., "Rank Equilibration and Political
Behaviour, " Archives, European Journal of Soc¢iology, No. 1 (1964).

7Ibid.

Homans, op. cit.



the individual, and which may occur in the areas of interpersonal and
other social behaviour. (1) Status incongruence is assoclated with an
incoherent self-concept causing ambiguity, or lack of certitude as
Homans9 describes 1t, which affects interaction. This formulation
relates status incongruence as independent variable to lack of certitude
as Intervening variable, and behaviour and attitude in the area of
interpersonal relations as dependent variable. (2) Another formulation
relates status incongruence as independent variable to relative
deprivation/satisfaction, political alienation and status anxiety as
intervening variables, and certain types of behaviour and attitudes as
dependent variables. These formulations are not exclusive, for a feeling
of lack of certitude has been presented as an explanatory variable for
various behaviours and attitudes other than the interpersonal. In fact,
we suggest that lack of certitude, status anxiety and relative deprivation
most often occur together and strengthen the tendency toward rank
equilibration.

This thesis tests whether stafus congruence bears the relationships

which have been attributed to it, to certain dependent variables. For
example, Gerhard E. Lenskilo who was among the first o operationalise
the concept, found a positive relationship between status consistency and

conservative political tendencies as well as between status inconsistency and

11

liberal or radical political tendencies. R. Sokel™™ and G. Brennemeyer,12

pia.

10Gerhard E. Ienskl, "Status Crystallization: A Non-Vertical Dimension
of Social Status", American Sociological Review, Vol. XIX (August, 1954).

11R. Sokel, unpublished paper referred to in Anderson and Zelditch, Jr.
‘op. cit.

125, Brenneneyer, unpublished paper referred to in Anderson and Zelditch,
Jr., op. cit.



on the other hand, did not find similar relationships when they replicated
Lenski'313 study with data from Winchester, Massachusetts and San Francisco,
nor did w. P. Kenkellu using data from Columbus, Ohio. These apparent
contradictions have not so far been clarified and await further enquiry.
Erwin W. Goffman15, in what may be considered an elaboration of Lenski'sl6
thesis, reported that status inconsistence 1s more likely than is status
consistence to be positively associated with a desire for change in the
soclal structure.

We ask the questions (1) What is the relationship of the broad
category of status congruence to our dependent variables, which we describe
as correlates? (2) How do the different patterns of incongruence relate to
our dependent variables? Lenskil7 in response to Kenkel'sl8finding§ which
seemingly contradict his own, has urged a fuller enquiry into the social
consequences of each of the various patterns of status inconsistency. He
suggests that 'status inconsistencies involving high occupational rank and

low educational rank are more closely associated with liberal fendencies

than the reverse'. Since research on the concept of status congruence has

Lrenski, op. cit..

1l‘lilxiilliam F. Kenkel, "The Relationship Between Status Consistency
and Politico-Economic Attitudes", American Sociological Review, Vol. XXI
(June, 1956).

15Er-win W. Goffman, "Status Consistency and Preference for Change
in Power Distribution! American Sociological Review, Vol. XXIT, No. 3(1957).

16

Ienski, op. c¢it.

17Lenski, "Comment on Kenkel's Communication', American Sociological

Review, Vol. XXI (1956).

18Kenke1, Op. cit.




developed only recently, the answers to these questions could help in
1dentifying some of the conditions and underlying factors which influence the
directions of response to different arrangements of ranks among individuals.
Our data do not allow us to measure the intervening variables of

relative deprivation/satisfaction suggested by Anderson and Zelditch.19
Neither can we verify empirically whether or not the behaviour demonstrated
is designed to achleve rank equilibration. Such a conclusion is however,
theoretically admissible and enjoys a great extent of support in the

literature. 20

It has not been convenient to measure status anxiety as used by

Homans21

nor status ambiguity, lack of certitude and marginality which the
literature suggests interpret the relationships between congruence and
various responses. But in elaborating on prior research, we use the logic
of these suggested interpretations to argue that certain attitudinal con-
ditions are of great significance in the operation of status congruence.
More specifically, the effects of a congruent status will be amplified in
the presence of a feeling of economic satisfaction and financial security.
Similarly, a feeling of financial insecurity and economic dissatisfaction
will increase the influence of an incongruent status.

22

Further, bearing in mind Ienski's®" statement that he was not

attempting a uni-factor causal relaticnship between status congruence and

l9Ander*son and Zelditch, op. cit.

2OLenski, "Status Crystallization..... ", op. cit.; Homans, op. cit.

2:LHomans s, Op. cit,

22T enski , Op. cit.
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the responses he observed, we have investigated the combined effect of
status congruence and several situational variables. The literature
presents several social and demographic factors which contribute to the
occurrence of the multitude of respmses we observe. But there is still
a residue of responses which is left unexplained, and status congruence
is thought to be one addifional factor which will help to elucidate this
residue. And should this and further research establish the legitimacy
of such a claim, certain gpparent contradictions and exceptions in
bahaviour and attitude may be better umderstood.

The answer to our second question gives us a closer look into the
operations of status congruence. mmﬁaa@wsm%SWWSmm@mm%
per se bears certain relationships to his dependent vardiables. He argues
that, at the same time, certain patterns of incongruence show different
intensities of relationship to these same dependent variables. We tend
to think that certain patterns of incongruence may even exhibit a different
direction of relationship to that shbwn by incongruence as a whole. The
total effect of incongruence therefore, would be a function of the size
and/or incidence of a particular type or types of Incongruence, within
a broad category of incongruence. If individuals with a high income and
occupation, but a low standard of education are predisposed to be ethnocentric,
the ethnocentrism of the incongruents as a whole depends on the number
of individuals having this pattern and the presence of other patferns which
induce ethnocentrism. It would then be an overgeneralisation to attribute
a particular response to the presence of incongruence per se. Our rationale

for such a belief is that certain types of incongruence may be perceived

2
3Ibid.



differently by individuals and so lead to dissimilar consequences.
Similarly, it is recognised that the strength and even the

direction of responses will be affected by a person's class position.

An individual who 1s consistently high on education, income and education

may show greater non-economic liberalism than one low on all three dimen-

sions. This seems at first sight a response to status position more than

of congruence however, but it needs investigating.

Data: This secondary analysils has been based on data collected by

the Soclal Research Group in a 1962 survey of political behaviour in the
Province of Quebec. For the purposes of the survey the Province was
divided into the metropolitan regions of Montreal and Quebec City on the
one hand, and the rest of the Province on the other. 42 percent of the
voters in the 1960 provincial elections were from these two urban areas and
they were allotted 400 of the expected 1000 interviews.

After calculating the proporticnal distribution of the votes among
the various parties at the 1960 provincial electlons, the provincial
electoral districts were regrouped into U4 strata according to the strength
of the ILiberal vote.

The proportional distribution of the votes among parties in the 1962
federal elections was then calculated and the federal electoral districts
regrouped into 2 strata according to the importance of the Social Credit
vote. |

Such a system of stratification took into account (a) the winning
party at the 1960 provincial elections, (b) the importance of the ILiberal
vote in the same elections, and (¢) the Social Credit vote at the 1962

federal elections.




Oneethese 16 strata were derived, a random sample of electoral
districts was taken. The districts of each stratum had a probability of
being chosen in proportion to the number of voters they represented at the
1960 provincial elections. Each district was then allotted interviews in
proportion to its size vig-a-viz the stratum to which it belonged.

At the end there were 998 interviews with Quebec citizens 19 years
0ld and over. We have deleted farmers, due to the difficulty in establishing
their relative status, and also those respondents for whom there are in-
sufficient income, education, and/or occupation data. We are then left
with 684 respondents.

Varlables

24 25

Index of Congruence: We use elements. of Ienski's™ " and Jackson's

techniques in operationalising our mgjor independent variable. In order

to establish the ideal definition of status congruence empirically, we

need to locate those proportions of the population which occupy equivalent
status positions on all the relevant status dimensions. Thus we must divide
our sample first into the number of status dimensions we are using - in this

* o
case three - occupation, education and income” -, and then divide these

dimensions into as many status levels or ranks as we intend to use. Here,
in order to make it possible to achieve ideal congruence, there must be an

equal percentage of the total sample in each equivalent rank. So that if

2H1p1a.

25Elton F. Jackson, "Status Consistency and Symptoms of Stress",
American Sociological Review, Vol. XXVII (August, 1962).

*We do not include ethnicity as a status variable as 608 of our
684 respondents are of the same ethnic group.
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ten per cent of the sample is located in the highest rank on the education
dimension, there should be ten percent in the highest ranks on the occu-
pation and income dimensions respectively. In this way it is theorefically
possible to achieve either perfect congruence or perfect incongruence. If
these equivalent proportions are not established, we may create artificial
incongruence. Due to the intransigence of our data we cannot derive this
preferred index. We divide our status dimensions into four ranks, and
although the proportions in equivalent ranks are not identical, they are
nearly so and we do not expect this discrepancy to prejudice our results
in any significant manner.

We were faced with another unfortunate necessity. On one of our
occupational ranks, rank 2, occupations of quite disparate statuses have
to be grouped together. This will produce artificial congruence in some
cases but fictitious incongruence in most. Happily the lower status 'servicd
misfits comprise a small percentage of rank 2 on occupation and should not
seriously distort our findings.

The quantitative nature of the income and education hierarchies
allowsesmy structural differentiation, while occupations are ranked accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bﬁreau classification. In general informants who
are dependent relatives living in the same household are given the status
of the head of the family in the income and occupation hierarcies. Inform—
ants are then classified according to the status congruency of thelr ranks.
The resulting categories are (1) status congruents - those occupying
equivalent status positions in each hierarmhye.g., 111, - (i.e., those

professionals and managers in our sample are expected to have had thirteen
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or more years in school and to have been earning five thousand or more
dollars annually), 222, 333, 444, The incongruent group is subdivided
into (2) 'moderate incongruents' - informants with two similar ranks and
~a one-step deviation in the third dimension, e.g., 112, 121, 344, 323 etec.
and (3) 'high incongruents' - respondents with no like ranks plus those
with a two or three-step deviation in the third dimension e.g., 132, 113,
Lhy, 234, 214 ete. Such an allocation results in 146 'status congruents',
321 'moderate incongruents', and 217 'high incongruents'. The dimensions,

ranks and the sample distribution are shown in Table 1.I.

v TABIE 1.1 ‘

Occupation 4 of Education % of Tncone % of

bttt Sarple . Sample ™~ Sample

(1) Professional 18 13 or more years 11 $5,000 or more 20
and managerial in school per year

(2) Clerical, sales 22 9-12 years 33 $4-5,000 18
and service per year

(3) Skilled and 50 5-8 years L7 $2,5000-4,000 48
semi-skilled per year

(4) Labourers 10 less than 5 years 9 less than $2,500 14

in school per year

In order to derive different patterns of congruence, respondents are
*
ranked either 'high' or'low' on each of the three status variables. This we

do by collapsing the four status levels used in constructing the index of

congruence so that in general, ranks 1 and 2 are regarded as high, and 3

%

Individuals are then regarded as having a particular pattem of in-
congruence on the basis of their high and low positions on each status variable.
For example, all those who are high on education and low on income and
occupation are exhibiting one patterm (type, kind) of incongruence.
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and 4 as 'low'. Discreticnary compromises have to be made, however,

in evaluating these ranks and assigning individuals to them,in an attempt
to ensure an adequate number of cases in each category for meaningful
analysis.. Two levels of a congruent status are also established. Those
awarded ranks 1 and 2 on all three dimensions are placed in the high stafus
category, and those with ranks 3 and U4 form a lower class. At the end
we have eight operational groups - six incongruent and two congruent -
with one group failing to satisfy the criteria. The number of respondents
in most of these groups is still not satisfactorily large thus prohibiting
further controls and allowing us to infer only tendencies.

Third Variables

Financial Security: The literature on status congruence suggests

that the individual with discrepant status factors experiences a feeling of
ambiguity in his social relations. This is accompanied by a sense of
status insecurity and anxiety as the individual camnmot locate himself in
any single definedsocial status. Such a state, the argument continues,
leads to certain reactioms, sometimes on a psychological level as reported

by Jackson.26 At other times it may give rise to certain attitudes and
behaviour of a soclial nature. If is suggested here that a feeling of
financial insecurity based on the perception of an impending loss in
income, due to unemployment perhaps, may also contribute to the formation
and display of certain attitudes and behaviour. As Lipget observes in his
discussion of the effect of income insecurity on the behaviour of the lower
classes, 'High states of tension require immediate alleviation, and this

is frequently found in the venting of hostility against a scapegoat and a

261pid.
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search for short term solutions by the support of extremist gzoups'27. It
1s likely that such a psychological state will reinforce and increase the
effect of an incongruent status under certain conditions. The absence of
such a state on the other hand could reduce responses due to incongruence
of status and increase the influence of a consistent status, again in special
circumstances.

In order to tap this feeling of financial security, answers to
the following question were divided into three parts: (a) much worried
(insecure), (b) a little worried (in between) and (c) almost not worried
(secure).

'So far as you and your family are concerned, are you much worried,
a little worried or almost not worried about how you will get along
financially in the next year?'

Economic Satisfaction: This is the second of our psychologlical

variables and the justification for its inclusion follows roughly the same

argument used for financial security. Whereas these two states bear certain

similarities, they are not identical. In the case of financlal security
we are tapping the perception of threat to a current status factor, viz a
deterioration in income. Economic satisfaction measures the individual's
evaluation of his present economic position relative to his neighbour's
without reference to a future state. In this case those who are relatively

dissatisfied with thelr present economic situation may or may not expect

an improvement or deteriocration in the future. But they will be predisposed

to desire, and perhaps to seek to raise their comparative economic status,

2Tseymour Martin Lipset, Political Man, The Social Bases of
Politics (Garden City, New York: Anchor Books, Doubleday and Co.,1963) p.106.
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viz—a-viz their neighbour's. If this argument is correct, such a
predisposition should increase the effect of an incongruent status and
modify the influence of a congruent status. On the other hand, a feeling
of relative economic satisfaction should operate in the same direction as
does congruency of status.

Our measure of relative eccnomic satisfaction is derived from
answers to the question:

'Comparing yourself with people living around here, would you say
that your economic situation is better or worse than theirs?!

MAnswers: Better - economically safisfied
Worse — economically dissatisfied
Same - in between
Don't know and no answer.

Social Mobllity: Social mobility too has been widely treated in
28

the explanation of social behaviour and attitude. Its very definition,
especlally intra-generational mobility, involves marginality of status,
attitudinal and behavioural consequences. The mobile individual as an

exanple, is sometimes found to be more ethnocentric than the non—mobile.29

The correspondence of mobility and status congruence is rather close. In
fact the e may be a cause of the other and they produce similar states.
We should expect therefore, a mutuality of effectuwhen these two factors

occur together. We used father's and present occupation on a white-collar

28See for example, Joseph Greenblum and Leonard I. Pearlin,

"Vertical Mobility and Prejudice: A Socio-Psychological Analysis", Reinhard
Bendix and Seymour Martin Lipset, Eds., Class Status and Power - a Reader
in Social Stratification (Glencoe, I1l., The Free Press, 1963).

29pia.
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versus blue-collar break as a measure of intergenerational mobility,
further subdiving our mobile and non-mobile categories into (a) upward
mobile, (b) downward mobile, (c) stationary middle class, and (d)

stationary lower class.

Soclo-economic Status: The most popular view of social

stratification sees the individual as occupying a single position in a
single hierarchy of statuses. Such a position is usually a configuration
of economic and other factors and almost every form of behaviour has been
at some time regarded as a function of the individual's location on this
status hierarchy. The theory of status congruence adds another dimension
to this concept of social stratification. It holds that within the single
position the individual is affected by his relative ranks on the variocus
status factors which define that position. Lipset has given credence to

the reality of such an argument,3o In addition, it has not yet been

demonstrated whether or not it is the individual's social status per se,

and not status congruence which explains his behaviour and attitude. They

may both be influential. Status congruence within the upper-class may

produce dissimilar consequences from those resulting in the lower-class,

given the assumption that social classes involve different subcultures.
Various indices of SES, differing primarily in the status variables

included, have been develcped. The one used here ranks respondents on the

basis of their positions on education, income and occupation. Each

variable is divided into four ranks - high, medium, low medium, and low, and

numerical scores from a high of 3 to a low of 0 are assigned to each rank.

The highest status individual then receives a score of 9, and the lowest

308. M. Iipset, Agrarian Socialism (University of California Press,

1950).
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scores 0. It is sometimes assumed that certain status factors are of
more importance than are others in the definition of the individualks
status, and weights accordingly assigned. No such assumption is made
here, as each factor is regarded as equally significant. Status breaks

and score allocation are shown in Table 1.11.

TABIE 1.11

Occupation Scores Education  Scores Income Scores Total Scores

professionals 3 13 or more 3 $5,000 or 3 9
and managers years in more per

school year
clerical, 2 9-12 years 2 $4-5,000 2 6
sales and in school per year
service
skilled, 1 5-8 years 1 $2.5-1,000 1 3
semiskilled in school per year
labourers 0 0-4 years 0 less than 0 0

in school $2,500 per

year

Various combinations of these individual scores will yield several
status positions. A clerk who had spent 13 or more years in school and
earns over $5,000 per year occupies the same status as a professional who
spent the same number of years in school but earns a salary between $4,000
and $5,000, each with a score of 8.

Age: Age 1s another factor which has been found to correlate highly
with certain attitudes and behaviour. Older individuals are offten regarded

as more conservative on certain issues than are the young.nge expect then

31Lipset, Political Man, op. cit.
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that the age of our respondents will modify In one way or ancther, the
consequences of status congruence.

Dependent Variables - Correlates

Ideological Tendencies: Our analysis treats the individual's

attitude toward direct state control of private property and general social
welfare programmes. Although responses to tﬁese issues do not isolate the
ideolog;ivcal polarities of commmism, fascism and western 'democracy', with
its emphasis on private control of property, they do locate aspects of
ideological biases on the continuum from complete state control and
operation of productive property, to the free play of market forces with
productive resources privately owned, operated and controlled. It has been
argued that the disaffected individual will desire radical measures to
influence his external environment in order to improve his social situation.

2
Using this line of argument as his rationale, Lenski3 reports that

individuals with an incongruent status are more likely than are those with

a congruent status to support a 'liberal' party and 'social welfare liberal-
ism'. This we regard as an expression of politico-economic liberalism.

But it has been argued that status incongruence may predispose the individual
towards radicalism of the 'right' or of the '1eft'.33 In pursuing this
reasoning further we include a measure of political extremism defined in

terms of the tendency to support or approve a significant shift in the

direction of increasing popular management of productive property. Such a

32]'_enski, op. cit.

33Lipset, op. cit. Seymour Martin Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, Social
Mobility in Industrial Society (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California Press, 1963), pp. 268-69; Anderson and Zelditch, op. cit. p. 114,
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definition takes us closer to the extreme of the continuum than does

Lenski's3u

and the tendency it implies may alsoc be an indicator of
canservatism of a Fascist nature. In any case it is a radical political
attitude and will more likely be a characteristic of an incongruent than
of a congruent individual.

In addition it is our confention that cerfain types of incongruence
are more likely to generate this extreme attitude than are others. This
1s so because different types may induce a more or less intense feeling of
deprivation and disposifion to seek relief in the external environment.

An individual of low education but high income and occupation may be less
radical than cne with the reverse patftem. In the first case it is
unlikely that radicalism will remove his status discrepancy, as standard
of education is more unresponsive to improvement than are income and
occupation.

Response to the following statement 1s our indicator of the more

radical political attitude. Those in agreement are treated as liberal.

'The state should nationalize the big companies and thus become
their owner.'

Another statement tests attitude to social welfare measures.

'"Nowadays, there exist too many social security measures, such
as family allowances, old age pensions, etc.' A negative answer indicates

liberalism.
Goffman35 uses a more direct method in his test of Lenski'336

hypothesis. His respondents are made to indicate the changes, if any,

that they would like to see in the distribution of power in society. This

34 ensid, op. cit.
Bgorfman, op. cit.

36Lenski, op. cit.



19.

37

improves Lenski's™ measure which does not necessarily reflect a desire
for change. Their findings are however, in agreement and support specu-
lations often made in the literature.38 In order to introduce such an
improvement into our analysis we include a test of the individual's
general attitude to change in the organization of society. In our first
approach there is the chance that we may have been measuring the
individual's reaction to certain types of changes which may not have been
attractive to otherwise liberal-minded respondents. By using a more
inclusive measure however, we can reveal other areas of liberalism or
conservatism,

Respondents are presented with an agree - disagree type of
statement viz:-

'If one starts changing what already exists, one usually makes
things worse.’

We expect the more liberal to give negative answers reflecting
a more positive attitude toward change.

Ethnocentrism: Contained in much of the literature on ethnic

prejudice is an emphasis on 'a struggle for status, recognition, ...... s
within an existing moral and political order'.39 In the process of this

'struggle' jealousies and fears are engendered which produce prejudice

3Tlenski, Ibid.

38, P. Edwards, The Natural History of Revolutions (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1927).; B. B. Ringer, and D. L. Sills,
"Political Extremists in Iran", The Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. XXVI
(Winter, 1952-53), pp. 689-701.; Elinor Barber, The Bourgeolsie in 18th
Century France (Princeton University Press, 1955).

39Robert E. Park, Race and Culture (Glencoe, Ill., The Free
Press, 1950), pp. 149-151, 231-3%4.
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against other groups seen as threats to one's status. This feeling of
suspicion and even hostility, W:‘LlliamsuO suggests, is increased the more
successful the other group(s) becomes in the competition for 'distributive
rewards'. Such reasoning leads us to suggest that the degree of ethnic
prejudice will be a function of the individual's status, as perceived by
him. Certain mobilify findings support this belief. Greenblum and
Pearlin,ul for instance, find that mobile more than non-mobile individuals
tend to be ethnically prejudiced. They conclude that .... 'the theory that
seems to apply .... to these findings is concerned with the prestige
m%wﬁWOfmmmﬂSWWSgwmhM Since we have argued that status
congruence involves such a feeling of insecurity'for the individual, we
hypothesised that it will have consequences for his attitude toward 'other!
groups. We expect the individual with an incongruent status to be more
ethnically prejudiced than one with a congruent status.

We are inclined to this belief for yet another reason. It has
been suggested that members of a group who see their status aspirations
frustrated will develop displeasure at the imputed agents of their
frustration.43 In the case of status congruence we may expect the
individual with a discrepant status to be antagonistic toward the group or

groups regarded as responsible for his inability to improve one or more of

uORobin M. Williams, The Reduction of Intergroup Tensions: A Survey

of Research.on Problems of Ethnic,Racial and Religious Relations (New York 17;
30cial Science Research council, Bulletin 57, 19477,

41Greenblumand Pearlin, op. cif.

Hrpsq.

435, m. Lipset, "Sources of the Radical Right", The Radical Right,
Daniel Bell, Ed., (Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1963),;
Elinor Barber, op. cit.
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his status factors. This is even more true when the individual regards
himself as in other respects qualified for a higher status. The person
with an income 'lower' than is expected given his education and occupational
standard, may be hostile toward the group that prevents him from achieving
the equivalence he desires. Indeed, such hostility may even spill over
into attitude towards other groups.

Two questions measure the threat image we described. We think
that they tap prejudice which is an expression of other perceptions also,
like denial of status improvement. These statements are:

(1) 'French-Canadians must often keep a watch in order that English-
Canadians do not take advantage of them'. (responses of non-French-Canadians
are not treated)

(2) 'Generally Jews take up too large a position in the Province of
Quebec'., (this was not asked of Jewish Canadians)

The response categories are:

(a) Agree- ethnocentric

(b) Disagree- non-ethnocentric
(¢) Qualified answer¥®

(d) Don't know - no answer.

Answers are not combined into an index as the groups answering both questions
are not identical.

Non-Economic Iiberalism: The reference to politico-economic liberalism

indicates the existence of other dimensions of liberalism. The same individual

may display attitudes which represent different areas of a liberal orienta-
4y

tion. Thus Lipset observes that lower class individuals are less inclined

than are persons of a higher class to support non-economic liberalism, which

uulipset, Political Man, op. cit.

*Qualified answers are treated as negative or positive, and 'Don't
know' and 'no answers' are excluded.
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" ete.

he defines in terms of ".... support of civil liberties ....
At the same time they are more disposed than are the higher classes to

be liberal on politico-economic matters. We investigate the effect of
status congruence on this type of political tendency and expect that

there will be conditions under which the person with a congruent or
incongruent status will be more or less in favour of civil liberties.

In response to the feeling of relative deprivation, the
incongruent individual will under given circumstances, regard greater
civil freedom as Instrumental in alleviating his condition by allowing
him to influence the social environment. He will then be more liberal
than is his congruent counterpart who sees no persuasive necessity for
being tolerant or permissive. Yet on other occasions, the state of in-
security which a person whose status is incongruent is assumed to experience,
and his consequent sensitised perception of threat, will motivate him to be
less amenable to the granting or maintaing of civil freedom. Such an
exercise of freedom by others may endanger his tenuous hold on his soclal
position. On the other hand, the congruent individual with a more secure
social position, and so, less sensitive to the threat of displacement, may
see less cause to be liberal.

Our measure of non-economic liberalism is derived from response
to the agree-disagree type statement that:-

'Newspapers, radio and television enjoy to o much freedom in
Quebec'.

Those who disagree are regarded as liberal.

45Ibid. p. 92



CHAPTER IT.

STATUS CONGRUENCE, ITS CORRELATES,

AND THE EFFECT OF CERTAIN ATTITUDINAL CONDITICONS

The essence of our whole analysis 1s the validation of the
assunption that status congruence does give rise to the respomses we
discussed in our cpening chapter. Besides, we need to specify the
conditions and directions in which status congruence operates. In this
chapter, besides testing the zero-order relationships, we treat two of
those conditions - the perception of financial situation, and a feeling
of economic satisfaction.

Attitude toward Change: On the basis of reported findings and

deductions we expect an inverse relationship between status congruence*
and our neasure of attitude toward change. The results shown in Table 2.1
suggest that this expectation 1s borme out. Although those individuals
with a congruent status are more likely than are those with a discrepant
status to think that change in the organization of society will 'make
things worse', the broad relationship is not very strong. It may be the
result of certain extraneous factors and not even of status congruence at

all. A feeling of financial insecurity, for instance, which is sometimes

*Throughout this analysis, 'status congruence' (consistency,
crystallization) will refer to the broad concept of the relationship
among the individual's status factors, while 'congruent status', 'congruent
group' and 'congruency of status' refer to situations in which status factors
are in line. 'Status incongruence' (incongruents), 'incongruent status' and
'incongruency of status' are self-explanatory.

23.
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associated with conservatism, may be more characteristic of our congruent
than of our incongruent group - and so account for the direction of
association. There are other factors too, such as the social status of
an individual, and his educational standard, which may be responsible.

We shall investigate these possibilities below.

TABIE 2.1

RELATTONSHTP BETWEEN CCNGRUENCE
AND ATTTTUDE TOWARD CHANGE

Attitude toward Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
Against change 60%(146) 50(321) 53%(217)
For change 38%(146) u6(321) Lyx(217)

¥Effect of congruence on attitude, comparing extremes = negative -.07;
positive .06. TFor this and in subsequent tables these figures represent
the percentage differences between extreme cells and are designed to allow
ready checking of the percentage effect of the independent variables.
In this table, using the formula Chi-Square =4(x-m)°
m
(m = expected value, and x observed value of a cell), the probability

that the association would have occurred by chance is less than .02.

We notice that the financially insecure are more against change
than are the secure - Table 1 Appendix. In fact,they show more
opposition viz-a-viz the secure than do status congruents when compared
to incongruents - see Table 2.1. That is, the effect of a pereeption of
financial position on a negative attitude toward change is greater than

that of status congruence. Under these conditions we expect the conse-
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quences of stafus congruence to be greatly modified in the presence
of extreme perceptions (secure and insecure) of financial situation.
On the other hand, if an individual were not feeling secure, but yet,
not really insecure, then the counterpressure of insecurity/security
would not operate and the effect of status congruence should be
maintained.

Such a situation is demcnstrated in Table 2.11. When perception
of financial situation is held constant the two extreme partials disappear
while the original relationship persists and is even greatly magnified
in the infermediate group. That 1s, individuals, whether congruent or

not, are just as likely to oppose change.

TABIE 2.11

CONGRUENCE AND CHANGE BY PERCEPTTION OF FINANCIAL POSITION
~ PERCENT NCT IN FAVOUR OF CHANGE

Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
Financially insecure 62 (55) 58 (91) 66 (64)
Moderate T4 (L6) 48 (142) 55 (83)
Financially secure h3 (44) 48 (8h) 41 (69)

This finding casts doubt on the validity of the relationship of the
broad inclusive concept of status congruence to change, for there are more
financially insecure individuals of a congruent status than are moderately
or highly incongruent* - Table 2 Appendix. The fact that our original

relationship shows congruent individuals as more opposed to change than

*The logic of this conclusion is treated in Herbert Hyman, Survey
Design and Analysis, Principles, Cases and Procedures (Glencoe, Ill.:The
Free Press, Publishers, 1960), pp. 285-87.
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are those with an incongruent status is due then to the presence of
relatively more persons among the former who feel financlally insecure, and
1s not due to thelr congruent status. If we had argued that a state of
congruence produced or contributed to a feeling of financial insecurity
then the relationship would remain a valid one. But 1t so happens that in
our sample of respondents there are more lower status individuals who have
a congruent status than have an incongruent one® Tower status individuals
are more likely, than are those of a higher status, to feel financially
insecure:eand.these financially insecure individuals are strongly against
change. An almost similar conclusion can be derived from the results when
the feeling of relative economic satisfacticn/dissatisfaction is controlled -
Table 2.111. Not only are the relatively dissatisfied more against change
than are the satisfied, but status congruence has no effect when these

extreme conditions are isolated.

TABLE 2.111

CONGRUENCE AND CHANGE BY ECONOMIC SATISFACTION
-~ PERCENT NOT IN FAVOUR OF CHANGE

Congruent Moderate  High-Incongruent

Relatively Dissatisfied 75 (12) 72 (18) 73 (22)
Moderate 58 (113) 48 (255) 51 (148)
Relatively Satisfied 53 (19) 54 (39) 56 (39)

However, 1f, as we maintain, the final consequence of status congruence
is the sum of the effect of different status patterns, it is possible that

the result of certain types of congruence will remain despite the presence

of financial insecurity and economic dissatisfaction.

3
See Appendix Tables la and 1b.
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" 'Politico-Ecoriomic Iiberalism and Political Radicalism: Our arguments

in Chepter I lead us to expect that individuals whose status is incongruent will
be disposed to be more liberal and less conservative on politico-economic matters,
and to be more extreme in their poliftical beliefs than will those who have a
congruent status. Furthermore, the more incongruent his stafus the more liberal
and radical he will be. Table 2.1V shows a tendency in the direction of our
general hypothesis, but indicates that this i1s so only when extremes of status
congruency are compared. The congruent group, and moderately incongruent, show
identical degrees of extremism. This may be due to several reasons, one of which
is the effect that different types of incongruence have on a person's attitude
towards state control of productive resources. We made reference to this possib-
ility in our introductory chapter. It could be also, that certain conditions
are more conducive than are others to the operation of status congruence in this
particular context. We investigate these possibilities later on in this chapter

and in Chapter ITT.

TABIE 2.1V

CONGRUENCE AND (1) RADICALISM,
(2) POLITICO-ECONCMIC LIBERALISM. PERCENT RADICAL, LIBERAL.

Congruent Moderate  High-Incongruent

(1) Favour Nationalisation Lo*(1L46) 42 (321) Lo*(217)
(2) Favour Social Security 85%(146) 87 (321) 8L4*(217)

¥iffect of statEs congruence on liberalism comparing extremes = (1) .07,
(2) -. p<.02(x°).

On our second question - that, measuring attitude toward social

welfare measures -~ there is no difference in response between congruent
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and incongruent individuals - Table 2.IV. Whether congruent or not an
overwhelming majority of our sample does not believe that there are 'too
many social security measures'. Such an immediately inconsistent finding
enphasises the theoretical point that the individual's attitude is a
consequence of his perceived implications of such an attitude for the
congruency of his status. If the consequences are in the direction of
incongruency he will be less likely to display that attitude. than, in
general, if he sees the result as producing or maintaining a congruent
status. In this case the individual whose status is incongruent may
regard family allowances and old age pensions as supplenentary income,
thus allowing him a salary commensurate with his education and occupation.
If this is true, then our older respondents - those nearer thepensionable
age - and those with an income lower than their occupation and education
would indicate, should be e'en more liberal than the rest.

But since we find it thecoretically difficult to derive a situation
in which increased social security measures will produce or increase
incongruence to the extent where anxiety is generated, we do not expect
any great differences in response between congruent and incongruent
individuals even when the controls suggested above are gpplled. The
differences that do occur would be due more to increased liberalism among
the incongruents whose incomes are low relative to their occupation and/or
education, than to increased conservatism among those with a congruent status.

The greater 'liberalism' and politico-economic extremism of the

incongruents were ascribed to their dissatisfaction with their social

situation and a desire to improve it. This suggests that status congruence
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will have a greater relative effect among individuals feeling financially
Insecure than among those who feel secure. Such a tendency appears in
Table 2.V on the nationalisation issue.* Incongruents within the insecure
and moderately insecure groups are more extreme in their attitude than are
their congruent counterparts, but those who are not worried about their
financial future are just as extreme whether congruent or incongruent . The
absence of a linear relationship even suggests that congruence is not
having any effect here.

It seems inconsistent that status congruence should be assoclated

with greater radicalism among the moderately insecure than among the highly

insecure - Table 2.V. Besides, status congruence shows a greater differ-

¥There is still no relationship between congruence and attitude
toward socilal security measures.

CONGRUENCE AND POLITICO-ECCNOMIC LIBERALISM.
PERCENT LIBERAL, IE FAVOUR SOCIAL SECURITY

Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
Financially insecure 84 (55) 92 (91) 80 (64)
Moderately insecure 85 (46) 87 (142) 89 (83)
Secure 86 (Lk) 83 (8L4) 81 (69)

CONGRUENCE AND POLITICO-ECQNOMIC LIBERALISM BY ECONCMIC
SATISFACTION. PERCENT LIBERAL, IE FAVOUR SOCIAL SECURITY

Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
Dissatisfied 83 (12) g4 (18) 82 (22)
Moderately satisfied 84 (113) 86 (255) 84 (148)

Relatively satisfied 89 (19) 92 (39) 87 (39)




30.

entiating effect among the former group. But we have noticed - Table 1
Appendix -~ that those who are moderately insecure financially are less
opposed to change than are the more insecure; they are also more radical.
Since nationalisation involves change, and incongruent persons tend to be

more radical than do congruents, the findings are not in fact inconsistent.

TABIE 2.V

CONGRUENCE AND RADICALISM, BY PERCEPTTION OF FINANCIAL STTUATION
PERCENT RADICAL, IE FAVOUR NATTONALISATTON

High In- Effect of congruence
Congruent Moderate congruent comparing extremes=¥¥

Financially insecure 36¥%(55) 37(91) Lo(6l) .06
Moderately insecure 44 (46) L6 (142) 56(83) 12 .06
Secure L7(44) 39(84) Lh6*¥(69) -.01

*Carbined effect = .10

For analogous reasons, a similar situation arises when we separate
our respondents according to whether or not they regard their neighbour's
economic situation as better, the same as, or worse than theirs - see

Table 2.VI. There is a difference in intensity of the relationships,

¥Combined effect refers to the percentage difference between the
weakest and strongest combinations of the relevant malginal relationship and
the original relationship. It then gives an indication of the strength of
the effect of the third variable and the independent variable cperating
together to affect the dependent variable. In this case the financially
insecure individual is less in favour of nationalisation than is either the
moderately insecure or the secure. The individual with a congruent status
is, also, less in favour of nationalisation than is either the moderately
or high incongruent. The congruent individual who feels financially insecure
will then be least in favour of nationalisation, and the person with a high
incongruent status who is financially secure is most in favour. By comparing
these two individuals we get the total effect of financial insecurity and
status congruence on a person's attitude toward nationalisation.

**In this and subsequent high order tables we note the percentage
differences between pairs of corresponding extreme cells. This makes for
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however. The relatively dissatisfied are cansiderably more responsive
to the presence of stafus congruence than are the financislly insecure.
Like the financially secure, the economically satisfied are not affected

by status congruence. The association is also non-linear.

TABLE 2.VL

CONGRUENCE AND RADICALISM BY ECONOMIC SATISFACTION. PERCENT RADICAL

High- Effect of congruence
Congruent Moderate Incongruent comparing extremes=
Dissatisfied 33(12) 40(19) 51¥(22) .18
Moderately satisfied 44(113)  43(255)  49(148) .05 .07
Relatively satisfied 37%(19) 46(39)  36(39) .01
¥Conbined effect of congruence and economic satisfaction = .14

A possible explanation is that among the relatively satisfied there
is apparently less reason for frustration and intolerance with the social,
especially the economic, order and so the incongruent exhibits his anxieties
from interpersonal relations in other directions. Thls may help to
explain, also, the low radicalism of the individual with a congruent

status who is relatively dissatisfied, in contrast to the congruents in the
sample as a whole. The individuals displaying these characteristics -
incongruent relatively satisfied, and congruent relatively dissatisfied -

are too few for us to pursue this line of reasoning empirically. What

easy reference. We compube also the mean of the percentage differences in
each pair of controlled comparisons in order to see to what extent the
percentage strength of our original relationship has been affected.
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remains noticeable, is that the effect of status congruence on attitude

toward nationalisation is increased under conditions of economic dissatis-
faction, while congruence does not operate when the condition is one of

economic satisfaction. Despite this last fact, the combined effect of

congruence and eccnomic satisfaction is much greater than that of each
operating alone.

Ethnocentrism: As far as we know, the individual's attitude -

toward other ethnic groups - has never been treated as a consequence of
the congruency of his status factors. DBut on the basis of our reasoning
we expect that status incongruence will lead the individual to adopt a
more prejudiced attitude than would congruency of status. Our predictions

are substantiated in Table 2. VII. The incongruent is more likely than is

the congruent individual to have a negative opinion of Jews and of English-
Canadians. The differences are not large, but they are in the expected

direction and so require elaboration.

TABIE 2. VII

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM.
PERCENT WITH NEGATIVE IMAGE OF (a) ENGLISH CANADIANS AND (b) JEWS

Congruent Moderate High+Incongruent
(a) English Canadians 64%(130) 72 (286) T72%#(192)
(6) Jews 50%(146) 49 (321) 54¥(217)

¥Effect of congruence _on Ethnocentrism comparing extremes = (a) .08, (b) .04
p<.02; (b) <.10(x%).
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Certain conditions may inhibit or facilitate the effect of
status congruence. As was Indicated in Chapter I, a state of financial
insecurity and of economic dissatisfaction may further excite the
negative conception that the incongruent individual has of other ethnic
groups.

It is also noticeable from Table 2.VII that degrees of incongruence
have no differentiating effect on attitude toward English-Canadians, but
do have with respect t€o Jews. This may be due to the effect of various
types of incongruence. Further in the analysis we test the validity
of this and the above speculations.

As is also apparent in Table 2.VIT the intensity of the negative
attitude 1s greater when the ethnic object is English-Canadlan than when
the referent is Jews. This is easlly understood in terms of the social
structure from which our sample is drawn. The dominating presence of the
English-Canadian, viz-a-viz French-Canadian, is much more salient than the
position of the Jew, and thus evokes more widespread suspicion. It will
be remembered that we interpreted the higher incidence of ethnocentrism
among those persons with an incongruent status, in contrast to those with

a congruent status -~ Table 2.VII - as due to the former's greater perception

of threat to an insecure position,l In line with these findings, condltions
which reduce this feeling of insecurity should in turn reduce the individual's
perception of danger to his status. Conversely, incongruent individuals

who also suffer from some other 'form' of anxiety, like that produced by a

1

Saad Z. Nagi, "Status Profiles and Reactions to Status Threat".
American Sociological Review, Vol. 28 (June, 1963); Melvin Seeman, Social
Status and Ieadership: The Case of the School Executive. Bureau of
Educational Research, The Ohio State University, (Monograph., No. 35), p. 82.
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feeling of financial insecurity, will be more responsive to status threats
than will those who do not experience this extra degree of anxiety.

This process operates to the extent that in Table 2.VIII there is no
difference in attitude toward English-Canadians among individuals who feel
financially secure. The corollary to this point is that factors which add
to the feeling of insecurity make for a more pronounced negative attitude.
The insecure are not only generally more ethnocentric than the secure, but
among the former groups congruence has a greater differentiating effect.
The combined effect of congruence and perception of financial position is

not as great as we had expected, but is larger than the effect of congruence
alone. A parallel effect, differing only in intensity, occurs when the

. *%
object of prejudice is the Jewlsh-Canadian, and further illustrates the point.

TABLE 2.VITT

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM BY PERCEPTION OF FINANCIAL SITUATTCN
— PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC

re English Congruent Moderate High- Effect of congruence
Canadians Incongruent  comparing extremes=
Financially 66 (50) 78 (82) 75%(60) .09
insecure
Moderately 62 (42) 71 (125) 74 (73) .12 .08
insecure
Secure 6L4*(36) 70 (75) 67 (60) .03

¥Combined effect of congruence and perception comparing extremes = .11°
re Jews
Financially 51 (55) 56 (90) 58%(6L4) .07
insecure
Moderately 52 (46) 55 (140) 57 (82) .05 .0l
insecure
Secure ug*(LL4) 36 (84) 48 (69) .0

¥Combined effect of congruence and perception comparing extremes = .10

*#me extent of non-linearity observed in Table 2.VIIIis not great and
should not prejudice our conclusions. This situation seems to be due to the
effect of socio-econamic status.When SES is controlled the associations become
almost completely linear but the direction of relationship and the pattern of
effect of congruence remain the same-Table 3 Appendix.The non-linearity among
'secure' Jews merely strengthens our deductlons.
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Non-economic Liberalism: If, as we have been arguing, the

incongruent individual is disposed to influence the social structure in

an attempted solution of his status dilemma, then, in general, his attitude
on non-economic issues should parallel his stand on politico-economic
matters. This tendency is indeed maintained in the original relationship
where the incongruent individual 1s more likely than elther congruents or
moderate incongruents to disagree that - 'Newspapers, radio and television
enjoy too much freedom in Quebec'- See Table 2,.IX. . In our society, the
news media are a powerful instrument with which to achieve certain goals,
especially of a general social nature. It 1s reasonable to expect then,
all things being equal, that those seeking to exert their influence on the
social environment would oppose stringent control over the means fhrough
which they can express their views and publicize their grievances in order
to enlist support. At the same time, this aggrieved element may wish to
deny expression to certain sectors of the society, for a variety of reasms.
But on the more diffuse question of civic freedom they will be permissive.
This is not to deny that those who consider themselves socially privileged
and secure will seek to maintain or establish these 'freedoms' if they see
it as a means to protect their position. It is more likely however, that
these very 'freedoms' represent a threat to their privileged status, thus

rendering them less liberal.

TABLE 2. IX

- CONGRUENCE AND NON-ECONOMLC LIBERALISM - PER CENT LIBERAL

Congruent Moderate High-Tncongruent
- 67X97) et @n | 72%¥(156)
116 321 217

¥Effect of congruence on liberalism, comparing extremes= .05.
p £.02 (Chi-Square Test).
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This seems to be a plausible possibilify, but, of course, there will
be extraneous factors operating to dilute both these reactions. Two of these
factors, we suggest, could be a feelingaf financial security/insecurity, and a
state of relative economic satisfaction/dissatisfaction. The negative sides
of these two states ~ insecurity and dissatisfaction - should increase the dis-
position of the individual to seek remedial measures, and all things being equal,
to opt for freedom of expression. Security and satisfaction, on the other hand,
could reinforce the conservatism or reduce the liberalism of those with a
favourable social status. Extent of education would be another influential
factor, and this we pursue in a subsequent chapter.

Following the logic of our discussion of status congruence, we
should expect persons who display financial insecurity and economic dissatisfac-
tion to be more sensitive to the presence of status congruence than are those
who feel secure and satisfled. This should even be more likely consildering
the influence that financlal security and economlc satisfaction have on the
individual's liberalism - Tables 4 and 5 Appendix.

Table 2.X shows this pattem very clearly. Individuals
who feel 'moderately secure' and 'secure' financially, whether or not they
are congruent, are just as likely to disagree that "Newspapers, radio and
television enjoy too much freedom in Quebec'". The non-linearity of the
relationship is additional evidence that status congruence does not in fact
influence individuals who feel moderately secure or secure financially in
their attitude toward this type of liberalism. But among the insecure the
more incongruent their status the more liberal they are. Indeed, this

relationship 1s far stronger than that between status congruence and
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liberalism for the sample as a whole, but in the same direction.

TABIE 2.X

CONGRUENCE AND NON-ECCNOMIC LIBERALISM BY PERCEPTICON OF FINANCIAL SITUATICN.
PERCEPT LIBERAL.

High- Effect of Congruence
Moderate Congruent Incongruent conparing extremes =

Financially insecure 54¥(55) 73 (91) 80 (64) .26
Moderately secure 73 (46) 56 (142) 73 (83) . - .08
Secure 76 (44) 69 (84) 73*(69)» -.03

*Combined effect of congruence and financial security = .19

Similarly, for the relatively satisfied and dissatisfied -Table 2.XI.
Status congruence, however, does have a differentiating effect among the moder—
ately satisfied, about as strong as the zero-order relationship. But this
merely serves to emphasise the pattem of effect that status congruence has
under conditions of relative economic satisfaction/dissatisfaction. The greater
the degree of dissatisfaction, the more pronounced is the influence of status
congruence. Also, the consequences of status congruence for the individual's

reaction to non-economic liberalism occur in conditions of financial insecurity

and not in the presence cof financial security.

TABLE 2.XT
CONGRUENCE AND NON-ECONOMIC LIBERALISM BY ECONOMIC SATTSFACTION. PERCENT LIBERAL

High- Effect of congruence
Congruent Moderate Incongruent comparing extremes =
Dissatisfied 58 (12) 84 (18) TT¥(22) .19
Moderately satisfied 68(113) 66(255) 73(148) .05 .08
Relatively satisfied 63%(19) 72 (39) 64(39) ** .01

¥Combined effect of congruence and economic satisfaction = .14

¥*e accept these relationships despite their curvilinearity, as each
case shows the same direction of non-linearity.
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So far we have ocbserved that the broad concept of status congruence
is not related to attitude toward change as measured by us. The indication
that a person who has an incongruent status is less against change than is
ne with a congruent status seems erroneous. This relationship is due to
an extraneous factor - a feeling of financial security. There is the
possiblility however, that different types of congruence are related to this
attitude, and we shall investigate this further.

Individuals with a discrepancy in their status are more inclined
than are those without, to favour nationallsation of private property, and
are more ethnocentric, in the terms of our definition. They are also less
opposed to freedom of the news media in Quebec. The effect that a
discrepant status has on the individual's responses however, depends on
whether or not the individual feels financially insecure or eccnomically
dissatisfied. Under these conditions he is more inclined to react to the
presence of an incongruent status than if he were feeling financially
secure or economically satisfied. These states also increase the extent

of a person's reaction to status congruence.




CHAPTER III.

THE EFFECT OF CERTATN STTUATTICNAL CONDITTONS

We have suggested that cer’tajn soclal characteristics also, may
affect the way an individual reacts to the congruency of his status. Lipset's
study of agrarian socialism in Saskatchewan for instance, reveals that a
middle-class person with an incongruent status is more 'socialistic' than
is one of a lower class with a similarly incongruent status. Others have
made reference to the same phencmenon and have ascribed 1t to the greater
frustration of the more mobility-oriented middle-class at their failure to
be accepted to a higher socialgatus. Also, the middle-class, more than
the working-class, are exposed to social contacts which make the incongruency
of their status more salient, thus evoking compensatory responses. While
this may be true of a political attitude, it does not necessarily apply to
other types of responses. The ethnocentrism of the middle-class for example,
may be reduced by more social intercourse with the objects of prejudice,
which pramotes greater mutual understanding. On the ofher hand, the absence
of such tension relieving contacts among the lower-class may maintain or
even increase their prejudiced opinions. When this happens we expect
prejudice to decline as the individual's class position becomes higher.

The separate influence of education in this process has also been
discussed; the highly educated tends to be less ethnocentric than the low

educated individual.

But this does not tell us whether or not individuals of one level

39.
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of status are more sensitive to the effect of status congruence than are
those of another status level. And this is where Lipset's explanation
proves useful. Although greater social intercourse with English-Canadians
and the benefit of a higher education may reduce the incidence of prejudice

among those of a high socio-economic status, this effect will be greater

among congruents than among incongruents. This follows logically from
the 'theory' of status congruence, for the individual with an incongruent
status will suffer the anxieties which are produced during this increased
social intercourse leading him to display an ethnocentric attitude.
Besides he has an initially higher propensity to be pre] udi.ced. At the
same time, the frustration of his mobility aspirations may have similar

consequences.

But this does not necessarily mean, although we expect such a
tendency on balance, that the high status individual will react more
strongly to status congruence than will one of a lower status position.
For, as has been noted earlier, the social presence of the English-Canadian
in Quebec viz-a-viz the French-Canadian, has a pervasive influence through-
out the province and the social structure. And French-English contact on
the lower status level is by no means rare, especially so in our sample
where farmers are excluded. These facts will again exert greater influence
on the incongruent than on the congruent individual giving rise to a wide
difference in the attitudes of lower class individuals. With these
important factors operating in both the lower and higher classes we see no
reason why status congruence should have a much greater effect in one class

than in the other. What we do expect 1s that the influence of status
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congruence, especially within the extremes - high and low - of the
status hierarchy, will be greater than in the sample as a whole.

Table 3.1 demonstrates this point.

TABIE 3.1

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM BY SOCLO-ECONOMLC STATUS
- PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC TOWARD JEWS AND ENGLISH-CANADTANS

Congruent VModerate High-Tncongruent

SES Jews English Jews English Jews English
High 30%(37) 41¥(27) 48(129) 55 (53) 53(137) 55 (64)
Medium - - - - ~ - 66(155) - - 62 (78)
Low  57(109) 60(103) 50(189) 65 (77) 56%(79)  78%(51)

¥Effect of congruence and SES on ethnocentrism comparing extremes =
Jews .26; English .37.

Effect of congruence within each status level by comparing extremes =
Jews .23, =.01; English .14, .02, .18.

The results differ in one respect when the object of prejudice is
the Jewish-Canadian. Highly incongruent individuals of a low status are
no more ethnocentric than are congruents of a similar status position.

But within the higher status group incongruent individuals are much more
prejudiced than thelr congruent counterparts. This difference is not
surprising, for the position of Jewish-Canadians in the province of Quebec
i1s not as pervasive nor as threatening for the lower class and is therefore
less emotive generally than is that of English-Canadians. The remoteness
to the low status individual, then, of the threatening social posture of
the Jewish-Canadian, plus the absence of disturbing social contacts, remove

the crucial reasons for the incongruent individual's greater ethnocentrism.
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The remaining effect of a low status 1is the same irrespective of
congruence.

Disrupting contact, in general, between Jewish and non-Jewish
Canadians will be more likely on a high status level, among professionals
and middle-class business men in an atmosphere of conpetitive rivalry for
available resources. For reasons already given, such contacts will be
more abrasive and the element of status threat still more real for the
individual with an incongruent status than for one whose status factors
are congruent.. Consequently, the former will tend to be more ethnocentric.

Both of these findings then, only support our point that the
incongruent individual's greater propensity to be prejudiced 1s due to his
greater perception of threat to his insecure status, and to his anxieties
derived from tension producing interaction. The closer these conditions
are gpproximated, the greater will be the difference in ethnocentrism
between the congruent and incongruent individual.

Table 3.1 helps to answer the question also, whether the individual's
status level per se, or his status congruence explains his behaviour or
attitude. This method of control is not the most efficient. It does not
reveal whether or not a person's response is due to the congruency of his
status, but it does show that the original relationship 1s not a consequence
of the level of status to which the individual belongs. Ofherwise, persons
within all three status levels, whether or not they had a congruent status,
would have been just as ethnocentric. Since none of the controls so far
have explained away the original relationship, we are justified in regarding

*
status congruence as a causal factor. At the same time, status congruence

*
Further on we control for age in an attenpt to establish the time
sequence of our variables.
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and socio-economic status interact to exert a considerably greater
influence on ethnocentrism than does each of these factors acting alone.
See Tables 2.WI1and 3.IT. In contrast to the sample as a whole, incon-
gruent individuals of a low socio-economic status are much more inclined
to be ethnocentric than are congruent individuals whose socio-economic

¥
status is of a higher level.

TABIE 3.1L

SES AND ETHNOCENTRISM

Tow Medium High
Jews English Jews English Jews English

ST 663 = 6@ ) 52l

Effect of SES: Jews = .05; English = .14,

Due to the conceptual similarity of social mobility and status
congruence, we expect that their consequences for the individual will
correspond in most, if not in all cases. One of these consequences is

1 Under conditions of mobility, the individual 1s exposed

ethnic prejudice.
to the same anxieties that accompany the fact of an incongruent status.

But the presence of incongruence makes this feeling of anxiety even greater
and so exageerates the resulting response - ethnocentrism.

At the same time, the congruent individual, though moblle, does not

*Congruence and SES are both negatively related to ethnocentrism. See
Table 6 Appendix.

1'Joseph Greenblum and ILecnard I. Pearlin, "Vertical Mobility and
Prejudice: A Socio-Psychological Analysis", Reinhard Bendix and Seymour Martin
Lipset, Ed., Class, Status and Power - A Reader in Social Stratification
(Glencoe, I1l., The Free Press, 1963); Seymour Martin Lipset and Reinhard
Bendix, Social Mobility in Industrisal Society (Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 1963), p. 209. Bruno Bettelheim and Morris
Janowitz, The Dymanics of Prejudice (New York: Harpers, 1950).
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experience the added anxiety derived from an incongruent status. Indeed,
the fact of a congruent status - as we have defined it - due, inter alia,
to the feeling of security which accompanies it, may act to restrain the
resentment which mobility incurs, and its expression in ethnic prejudice.
With these two pressures at work - one to increase the ethnocentrism of
the incongruent individual, and the other to reduce that of the congruent
individual - we should expect a great difference in attitude between
congruent and incongruent.

In the meantime, the non-mobile person of course, does not have
to contend with the trauma which follows from mobility. This should exercise
even greater restraint on the ethnocentrism of the congruent individual than
on the incomgruent because of theAlatter's ambiguous status. And, if, in
addition, the non-mcobiles are predominantly of a low status, we should not
expect congruence to exercise such a great influence among them, although the
incongruent will still tend to be more ethnocentric. This point has been
argued before.

We can see from Table 3.IIT that this in fact occurs. The mobile
individual is much more responsive to status congruence than is the non-mobile.
There is a difference of 17% between the attitfude of mobile congruent and
highly incongruent on the question of the threat image of English-Canadians,
while only 6% separate the attitudes of non-mobile congruent and incongruent.
This is even more so when the prejudice is directed against Jewlsh-Canadians,
where the relative differences are 27 and -3% between mobile and non-mobile
congruents and highly incongruents respectively. Perhaps the reason is
contained in our treatment of the effect of socio-economic status. The

upwardly mobile enters the area of competitive contact with the Jewish-Canadian,
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while the downwardly mobile uses the Jewish-Canadian as a convenient
scapegoat to whom to ascribe his status descent. The combined effect of

congruence and mobility is also very great - Jews .20; English .24.

TABLE 3.T1I

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM BY SOCIAL MOBILITY  (INTERGENERATIONAL)
~ PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC

Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent

Jews English Jews English Jews English
Mobile 31%(32) Lo*(2h) 47 (91) 57 (79) 58 (85) 59 (73)
Non-mobile 54(111) 60(104) 50(222) 67(201) 51%¥(129) 66%(116)
Stationary
Middle-Class 15 (13) 36 (11) 50 (32) 72 (25) 48 (29) 50 (24)
Stationary
Lower—Class 59 (98) 62 (93) 49 (190) 66(176) 52(100) 70 (92)
Upwardly
Mobile 26 (19) 38 (13) 48 (62) 54 (52) 55 (71) 58 (62)
Dowrwardly
Mobile 038 (13) b5 (11) 45 (29) 63 (27) 71 (1) 64 (11)

*Conbined effect of mobility and congruence comparing extremes = Jews .20;
English .24,

Effect of congruence within each mobility category, comparing extremes =
Jews .27; -.03: English .17; .06. '

The tendency persists when the mobility categories are further broken
down into stationary lower-class, stationary middle-class, upwardly mobile,
and downwardly mobile, with strength of relationship increasing in that
order — Table 3.IIT. The greater relative effect of congruence within the

dovnwardly mobile than among the upwardly mobile group may be due to continued
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frustration of the mobility efforts of the former group. The difference
between the stationary middle and lower class position is a resultant of
the infteraction of class position and congruence as discussed above.

A lock at this refined breakdown helps us to understand in more
detail the phenomenon we noticed in Table 3.I. where individuals of a low
and those of a high socio-economic status are equally responsive to the
presence of status congruence in their reaction to English—Canadians.*

Such a finding is probably due in part, to the presence among the lower-

class of the downwardly mobile middle-class who display many characteristics
of their class of origin and who, we have argued, will be sensitive to the
presence of status congruence. Since on the Jewlsh-Canadian question the
stationary lower class is even less positively responsive to the effect of
status incongruence than they are on the English-Canadian issue, (Table 3.III),
the presence of the non-mobiles is not adequate to promote a great differ-
entiation in the response to congruence.

Our 'theory' leads us to expect older rather than younger individuals,
especlally those over 50 years of age, to be more sensitive to the presence
of congruence. This argument was based on the premise that incongruent
individuals under 35 years of age regard their discrepant status as temporary,
a mere stage in their life cycle. Besides, since their social investment, in
some respects, is not very great, they will not yet be obsessed with the

distress of social loss. And whatever investment they will have made still
has several years for profitable rewards to accrue. It is probable also
that the younger individual is less likely to be exposed to the disturbing

interpersonal experiences due to an incongruent status, on account of, in

ﬁThere is also the theoretical possibilify that the low status individual
will be less responsive,
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part, his expectation of future status improvement and his still immature
competition with the objects of prejudice. These factors will then inhibit
the formation, development and expression of a prejudiced attitude by both
congruent and incongruent alike. There will, consequently, be little
difference in thelr ethnocentric response.

But the older the individual, the less applicable these factors
become. His social investment increases and with it status frustration
and intransigent conservatism. All these have a greater effect on the status
incongruent than on the congruent individual and so increases thelr relative
ethnocentrism.

Table 3.IV exemplifies this fendency when the object of prejudice
is the English-Canadian. The older the individual thegreater is the likelihood
that an incongruent status will make him more ethnocentric than will a congruent
status. Among our youngest respondents the difference in attitude between con-
gruent and incongruent, disregarding degrees of incongruence, is negligible - a
mere 2 percent age points. But among the middle-age group - those 35 to 50 years
old - the difference increases to 6 percentage points, reaching a high of 18

percent for those persons who are over 50 years of age.

TABLE 3.1V

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM BY ACE. PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC TOWARD ENGLISH-CANADIANS

Congruent Incongruent
Under 35 57%(4L) 59%(184)
35 - 50 58%(59) 64%(167)

Over 50 52%(27) 70¥(120)

¥Effect of congruence within each age group comparing extremes= .02, .06, .18.
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The effect of status congruence on the politico-economic
liberalism and radicalism of the individual is also expected to vary with

his socio-economic status. We have argued that the incongruent's greater
support for social change and his more liberal and radical attitudes are

prompted by his frustration with a social order which he regards as denying

him the social status he deserves. The less radical behaviour of the con-
gruent is due to his belief that his rewards are satisfactory in terms of
his investment. But the relative intensify of these reactions depends in

large measure on the exposure of the individual to social situations which

make his relative status deprivation more or less salient. Where the person
is less exposed to disruptive experlences, the incbngruent will be less
pressured into radicalism and will not differ greatly from his congruent
counterpart. Conversely, exacerbating experiences will widen the

attitudinal and behavioural differences between them.

If this is correct then the greatest effect of status congruence
should be apparent within the middle status group where the quest for
mobility is greatest and the frustration from 'rebuffs and embarrassments’'
lively and acute. This tendency should continue within the highest status
group, but of reduced intensity, 1f as 1s commonly believed, the urge for mobility

is less vigorous here than it is among middle-~class individuals. If the status

aspiration of the lower class is in fact less than that of the other two
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‘ classes, then we should expect their frustration to be less also, with the
incongruent assuming a consequently reduced liberal orientation.

Table 3.V does not exemplify this line of reasoning clearly, although
the tendency is indicated. Middle-class individuals, followed by the upper, and
lower classes, show greatest response to congruency of status. Other facts
may have operated to make the relative differences in attitude so small. Perhaps
'nationalisation' is not regarded as among the more accepted solutions to the
incongruent's problem. Maybe too, some of these high status incongruents have
a vested interest in private ownership. The lower educaticnal standard of the
lower class and their demonstrated aversion fo change may help to explain the
incongruent 's restrained radicalismf Reactions to the issue of natlonalisation
give some support to the basic features of the cperation of status congruence.

TABIE 3.V
CONGRUENCE AND RADICALISM**BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS - PERCENT RADICAL
Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
. High ho (27) 45 (63) b7 (76)
Medium 43 (109) 43 (172) 52 (88)
Low 43 (109) 39 (86) 47 (53)

Effect of congruence on radicalism at each status level, corparing extremes=
.07; .09; .04, S '

¥
So far liberalism on social security measures has failed to show any
response to status congruence.

¥
Agreeing that the state should natiocnalise the blg companies and
thus become thelr owners.

*
CONGRUENCE AND POLITTCO-ECONOMIC LIBERALTSM
BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS - PERCENT LIBERAL

Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
High 81 (37) 79 (63) 83 (76)
Medium 86 (100) 90 (172) 84 (88)
Low 86 (109) 88 (86) 85 (53)
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In line with our 'theory', a person's age also relates to
conditions which facilitafe or inhibit the operation of status congruence.
The young are less sensitive to the effect of incongruence, for reasons
already advanced, while the older individual, especially the middle-aged,
will be more sensitive to a discrepancy in his status factors. Generally,
then, older incongruents and congruents will show greater differences in
their attitude and behaviour than will their younger counterparts. Table 3.VI
shows one deviation from this trend, as the oldest and youngest individuals
do not differ in the degree of sensitivity to status congruence. The absence
of any effect among the older highly incongruent individuals -~ note irregular
relationship - may be ascribed to thelr greater fear of the effects of
drastic change on their insecure position. For, although we expect the clder
incongruent to be less radical than the young incongruent, we do not expect

him to be less radical than the older congruent also.

TABIE 3.VI

CONGRUENCE AND RADICATISM BY AGE - PERCENT RADICAL

Age (Years) Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
Under 35 b6 #(50) 49 (119) 49 *(79)
35 - 50 38 #(66) 38 (119) 54 *(74)
Over 50 L7 #(30) 37 (79) b2 *(60)

¥Effect of congruence on radicalism within each age group, comparing
extremes = .03; .16; -.05.

Within the middle-age group, however, we notice a reaction consistent
with our reasoning - Table 3.VI. The highly incongruent are much more radical
than are congruents. Here the individual with a congruent status does not

experience the status deprivation of the highly incongruent and has less
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reason to be radical. The highly incongruent individual, on the other hand, at
a stage when mobility aspiration is highest finds himself in a social situation
ideal for status frustration -'I either make it now, or never'. His extreme
tendencies, which reflect his desire for relief, increase under such pressures.*
The zero-order relationship between status congruence and non-economic
liberalism indicates that status incongruent individuals are less intolerant of
freedom of the press than are persons with a congruent status. But this is true
only of those individuals who had had less than nine years of schooling - Table
7 Appendix. Beyond this level of education a congruent status is more highly
assoclated with liberalism than is an incongruent one. This development, of
course, necessitates a further look at the original relationship especially in
light of the fact that incongruents are, in our sample, on the whole better
educated than are congruents. Such a distribution of highly educated individuals
helps to account for the original finding. This does not mean that- incongruents
are not, in certain circumstances, more liberal than are congruents. Earlier

on we noticed that this occurs under conditions of financial insecurify and

economic dissatisfaction,and now in the case of low education.

*
Again status congruence has no effect on response to social welfare
measures.

CONGRUENCE AND POLITICO-ECONOMIC LIBERALISM BY AGE - PERCENT LIBERAL

Age (Years) Congruent Moderate High~-Tncongruent
Under 35 88 (50) 87 (119) 92 (79)

35 = 50 86 (66) 80 (119) 80 (74)
| Overv50 | o 83»(30) 84 (79) 80 (60)

%%
Disagree that there are too many social security measures like old
age pension, family allowances, etc., in Quebec.
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In an attempt to explain these variations in the effect of congruence
we refer to our suggestion that support of civil liberties may be an attempt
to advance one's own status position, to protect an already established
position, or an expression of confidence in one's abllity to withstand the
threats that may be posed by the exercise of such freedom. The first reason
will be typical of one who is quite dissatisfied with an existing status,
the second of one who perceives a threat to a current position, and the third
by a person who feels secure in his status. Since the low educated incongruent
is presumed to be more dissatisfied with his status fthan is the congruent
individual of a comparable educational standard, he will be more disposed to
support measures which he thinks will improve his situation. One such measure
1s freedom of the news media, and this possibility takes on added plausibility
in the light of indications that low status incongruents are less opposed to
change in social organisation than are equally low status congruents.

But as educational level gets higher the congruent individual's
feeling of status security increases, much more so than does the incongruent's.
The former will now feel even more protected against the risks of freedom of
discussion while the incongruent, on the other hand, due to the state of
insecurity inherent in his condition of discrepant status, will feel vulnerable
to the possibly adverse consequences of others' exercise of such freedoms.

One of the oft repeated explanations for the individual's intolerance of
civil liberties is his desire to preserve his lingering symbol of worth
against a (highly sensitised) perception of threat.

In extension of this reasoning applies to a person's liberalism

response to status congruence under different conditions of socio-economic
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status. The incongruent's greater sensitivity to a feeling of deprivation
and the more immediate urgency to vindicate his worth, since after all, he
has high status on certain levels, will dispose him to consider the news
media an apt means by which he may project his worth. Besides, denial of
civil liberties is the very injustice that he must resent and resist since
he himself is experiencing a form of denial of social justice. Such a
reaction will persist and be intensified in the middle-status category
where the absence of distributive justice is even more apparent and
incendiary.

On the other hand, an individual whose status factors are congruent
and who as a consequence does not, in general, suffer the anxieties with
which the incongruent has to contend, is less likely to regard civil
liberties as an instrument for redress of grievances. Neither will there
be the belief which a higher status congruent may display, in his ability
to cope with the Implications of cother's exercise of civil liberties. If
these factors do operate in the manner we have suggested they will, the
incongruent person is going to be less cpposed to civil liberties than will
the congruent, at least in the low and middle-class groups, with the
tendency more pronounced among the latter.

In the upper reaches of the status hierarchy however, a different
situation is likely to emerge. The congruent individual is now more
convinced of his ability, due to a more highly secure status, to cope with
the implications of greater civil freedom. There is less need to protect
a situation which is so securely based and less reason to oppose greater

freedom of expression.
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At the same time, the incongruent individual who has nhow
achieved an upper social status is experiencing even greater insecurity
and now exhibits a heightened predisposition to conceive of civil freedom
as threatening to his position. And this will be particularly true since
his high status represents such a great social investment. In reacting
against such threat he is less inclined, than 1s the upper class, secure
congruent, to support greater civil liberties.

We now have the reverse of that obtained in the two lower status
groups - the incongruent status individual is less in favour of freedom for
the news media. And the effect of these forces acting in opposite directions
on congruent and incongruent will be so great in the middle and upper class
groups as to produce a great difference in response.

Table 3.VII accords with our expectations. Both middle and high
status persons are much more responsive to status congruence, than is the
lower status group, but in opposite directions. Whereas in the low and
middle status groups liberalism increases with incongruence, among those
of high status it decreases with incongruence. The highly incongruent
individual with a high status follows the logical patfern being less liberal

than his middle-class, but more liberal than his lower-class, equivalent.

TABIE 3.VIT
CONGRUENCE AND NON-ECONOMIC LIBERALISM BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS - PERCENT LIBERAL
SES ‘ - Congruent VModerate - High-Incongruent
High 89 (37) 8L (64) 73 (76)
Medium 59 (109) 63 (172) 77 (88)
Low 59A(109)‘ o » 61 (89) 65 (53)

Effect of congruence on liberalism within each status level, comparing extremes=
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At this stage we need to summarise our original hypothesis by
specifying that status congruence has different effects on non-economic
liberalism among individuals of different status positions. In general,
the tendency is for incongruent persons to be more liberal than are the
congruent with this tendency more pronounced among the middle than among
the lower status individuals. However, within the upper status level the
tendency is for the individual with an incongruent status to be less
liberal than one whose status is congruent. This is so without refuting
the logic of the 'theory' of status congruence.

The introduction of age in Teble 3.VIII convincingly repeats the
points we made in discussing responses to political radicalism. Status
congruence has its greatest effect on persons between the ages of 35 and
50 years of age, that is, in the middle aged sector of our sample where the
social denials that attend incongruency of status are greatest. 1In this
case, the direction of relationship remains among individuals over 50 years
old, and the size of the relationship being smaller than is expected, may

be due to the greater conservatism of the old. The slight reversal among

our younger respondents is not altogether surprising, given the tenuous in-
fluence of status congruence in this age group, the logic of which we have

discussed. It would have seemed more consistent though, if the young incon-

gruent were more of a civil libertarian than is his congruent counterpart.

TABLE 3.VIII

CONGRUENCE AND NON-ECONCMIC LIBERALISM BY AGE - PERCENT LIBERAL

Age (Years) Congruent Moderate High~Incongruent
Under 35 78 (50) 67 (119) 71 (79)
35 - 50 60 (66) 70 (119) 77 (7H)
Over 50 63 (30) 67 (82) 66 (60)

Effect of congruence on liberalism within each age group, by comparing
extremes = -.07; .17; .03.
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In this chapter, the introduction of several situational conditions
has falled to disprove that status congruence influences the individual's
behaviour in certain ways. It also became apparent that the individual's
socio~economic status, whether or not he is socially mobile - intergener-
ationally - and to a lesser extent, his age, all affect the mamner in which
he responds to the congruency of his status.

The person of a high socio-economic status, and one who is mobile,
1s somewhat more sensitive to the presence of congruency in his status, when
it comes to assessing the threat image of English-Canadians, than is one of
a lower soclo-economic status and one who is non-mobile. Similarly, in the
case of resentment against Jewish-Canadians where the differences are
considerable, but in the same direction. Also, the older the individual
the more the congruency of his status is likely to affect his suspicion of
the English-Canadian.

In the issue of nationalisation of private property, higher socio-
econamic status makes the individual more responsive to the congruency of
his status than does a low socio-economic status. In addition persons
between 35 and 50 years old prove to be more sensitive than are persons who
are elther younger or older.

Status congruence still shows no effect on whether or not the
individual thinks there are too many social securlty programmes in Quebec -

our measure of politico-economic liberalism.




CHAPTER IV

THE EFFECTS OF CERTAIN PATTERNS ‘OF CONGRUENCE

So far we have been discussing the consequences of the inclusive
concept of status congruence. In this Chapter we check the validity of
our conclusion that the observed responses do result from a situation of
status congruent - Section 1. In Section 2, we discuss the effects of
different patterns of congruence. In most cases, in order to simplify the
analysis, the individual's reaction is treated in terms of his position
on two status variables at a time.

Section 1. Identifying the Effects of Congruence. One of the often

repeated deficiencies of attempts to illustrate that status congruence affects
the behaviour and attitude of the individual has been the researcher;s
admitted failure to isolate the effect and manner of operation of congruency
of status. This has led one observer to comment that "existing studies have
not adequately demonstrated that the non-vertical dimension of social status
is important, how the dimension operates, or what it means."1 A direct
statistical solution of this identification problem has been referred to as
almost impossible, due to the difficulty in holding congruence constant while

varying its constituent elements.2 In this and other researches certain

lRobert Edward Mitchell, "Methodological Notes on a Theory of Status
Crystallisation", The Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. XXVIII (1964),p. 325.

2Gerhard Tenski, "Comment", The Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. XXVITI
(1964), p. 327; Elton F. Jackson and Peter J. Burke, "Status and Symptoms of
Stress". American Sociological Review, Vol. XXX (August, 1965), p. 556; Hubert
M. Blalock, Jr., "The Identification Problem and Theory Building: The Case of
Status Inconsistency", American Sociological Review, Vo. XXXI (February, 1966).

57.
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indirect methods have been applied to arrive at certain causal inferences

3
linking status congruence to a person's attitudinal responses.” By

controlling for several factors which are regarded as affecting the responses
under study the resldual degrees of relationship are then attributed to the
operation of status congruence.

A related problem is the need to identify the special factors or
combinations of factors producing congruence which have greatest effect on

. LD
the individual's reaction. Mitchellu for instance, suggests that Lenskl's
findings are a possible result of the dominant effect of ethnicity and the

individual's unified social status.

In order to answer this last criticism we use several controls, and
have already made mention of the results when socio-economic status is held
constant. With the exception of attitude toward freedom of the news media
the direction of the original relationships remained although varying in

intensity. Since this does not answer Mitchell's6 point criticising the

inclusive nature of Lenski's7 control for status, each of our status factors
is controlled individually and its effect noted. The original relationship
of congruence to change in the organisation of society which has already

been rejected as spurious - and subsequently amplified - disappears under

3k1ton T. Jackson, "Status Consistency and Symptoms of Stress",
American Sociological Review, Vol. XXVII, No. 4 (August, 1962); Gerhard E.
Lenski, "Status Crystallisation: A Non-Vertical Dimension of Social Status",
American Sociological Review, Vol. XIX (August, 1954).

uMitchell, op. c¢it. p. 322.

Slenski, op. cit.

6Mitche11, op. cit. p. 320.

Tenski, op. cit.
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conditions of high education, and is reversed among manual workers — Tables

8 and 9 Appendix.

To a lesser extent, the same situation gppears in the case of attitude
on non-economic matters — Table 7 Appendix. Here the relationship originally
observed remains in the lowest educational category, but is reversed at the
middle and high levels. It remains too, at the middle and low soclo-econamic
levels but is reversed in the upper level. A suggested explanation of these
findings and one which is consistent with a 'theory' of stafus congruence has

been offered in a previous section. The effect of status still remains strong

and 1s not clearly distinguished from that of congruence.

The relationships between congruence and our other dependent variables
remain despite the controls for these individual factors - Tables 12 to 14
Appendix. While this does not prove that the observed respomses are due to
the effect of status congruence, it shows that the direction of relationships
noted are not the results of any of these status varlables taken alome.

In order to make this method of control more precise all three status
variables are held constant simultaneously - Tables 15.to 18 Appendix. Again,
with the possible exception of attitude toward change - Table 18 Appendix,
and non-economic issues - Table 17, no one status variable seems to explain
the relationships. In both these cases high education is associated with high
liberalism but there are certalin exceptions which indicate that other varilables

too are having an effect. TFor example, the low educated, high income and

high occupation incongruent is more liberal than is the highly educated, high

occupation and low income incongruent — Table 17. And the highly educated, low

income and low occupation individual is more opposed to change in social

organisation than is his low educated, high occupation and high income
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counterpart.

The possibility that we are measuring responses to status position
and not to congruence shows up under this simultaneous control of status
factors. In some cases, e.g., attitude toward Jews, non-economic liberalism,
and attitude toward change, lncongruents seem to occupy an intermediate
position between high and low status level congruents. This suggests the
additive effect of status as used in ordinary stratification analysis, as
opposed to the interaction effect which the 'theory' of status congruence
implies.8

In rebutting Mitchell's9 methodological criticisms, Tenskit0 suggests
a simple method of testing whether ocbserved responses are additive or
interactive. If an interaction effect is present, and incongruence is
having a positive effect, then the percentages in the inconsistent cells,
treating two variables, should total more than the percentages in the
consistent cells. But he concedes that if the process is interactive it is
statistically difficult, if not impossible, to measure the relative
contributions of each variable to the total variance and the significance
of the difference over and above the additive effect. We apply this
procedure, using only congruents and incongruents, because of the small
size of our sample.

From Table 4.1 we notice that in the cases of incongruence based

on levels of income and education, and of occupation and income, the sums of

8Lenski, "Comment", op. cit.; Blalock, op. cit.; Jackson and Burke,
op. cit.
9Mitchell, op. cit.

Orenski, op. cit.
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The percentages in each pair of inconsistent cells are greater than the
suns of percentages in each pair of consistent cells. This indicates that
incongruence of these factors does produce higher ethnocentrism than does
congruence. And this is true even when Hyman's test is applied.ll Occupa-
tion~education congruence does not yield a similar result, suggesting that
congruence on these dimensions have no effect on the individual's opinion

of the threat posed by English-Canadians.

TABLE 4.T
PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM - PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC

(1) re English Canadians

o Occupation Income ‘ "~ Occupation
Education High =~  ILow ~~ High' Low " Income High - Low
High 63(101) 79( 47) 61( 51) 72( 97) High 56( 81) 80(105)
low  63(117) 80(184) T313%) 68(166)  Lew  68(137) T7M(126)

(ii) re Jewish Canadians

o QOccupation = Income o Occupation
Edugation High =~ Low  High Low © " Income High Low
High 59(125) 45( 53) 42( 66) 53(112) High 46(101) 56(115)
Low h7(134) 63(195) 55(150)  58(179) Low 51(158) 62(133)

On attitude toward Jewish-Canadians — Table 4.1 (ii) - consistency
on occupation and education has a greater additive effect than does incon-

sistency on these factors. Since, in general, if status position per se is

11Martin D. Hyman, "Determining the Effects of Status Inconsistency",
The Public Opinicn Quarterly, Vol. XXX, No. 1 (Spring, 1966), pp. 124-26.
For a statement of this test see Appendix A., page 86
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explaining the relationship there will be no difference in the sums of
consistent and inconsistent cells, we imply from these findings that
congruence is having an effect but In a reverse direction to our original
relationship.

There is some Indication that income-education incongruence explains
a higher degree of prejudice against Jewlsh-Canadians, and that congruence
involving income and occupation is of no consequence. Again, this does not
take extreme incongruence into consideration.

The interaction effect is evident in Table 4.IT under conditions
of occupation—education, and of income-education with incongruent individuals
being more radical on the nationalisation issue than are those with a
congruent status. But for congruence involving occupation and income there
is no difference in the response of congruents and incongruents when a high

degree of incongruence is not treated separately.

TABLE 4.1T

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND RADICALISM ~ PERCENT RADICAL

Occupation Income ' Occupation
Education ~ High Low High Low Income High Low
High 40(125) 50( 54)  b2(66)  43(113) High 45(102) 52(116)
Low  45(135) 48(196) 51(152) 43(179) Low 41(158) U6(134)

This latter holds true alsco for response on social security measures,
- Table U4.TTT. - when congruence is based on income and education. For
occupation - iricome, and occupation - education congruence, however, the

fendency 1s for incongruence to produce higher liberalism than does congruence.
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TABIE 4.ITT

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND POLITICO-ECONOMIC LIBERALTSM - PERCENT LIBERAL

Occupation - Tricome ' " Occupation
Education High Low High Low  TIricome ~ High Low

High 83(125) 94( 54)  86( 66) 87(113) High 78(102) 89(116)
Low 79(135) 87(196)  83(152) 84(179) Low 82(158) 88(134)

The previously noted tendency for high non-economic liberalism to
be more a characteristic of incongruents under certain conditions and of
congruents under others is evident in Table 4.IV also. Individuals who
are incongruent on education and occupation tend to be more liberal than
are those who are congruent on these dimensions. At the same time, the
tendency is in the other direction when incongruence is based on income and

education, and on income and occupation.

TABLE 4,TV

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND NON-ECONOMIC LIBERALISM - PERCENT LIBERAL

Occupation Income Occupation
Education High = Low High Low Income High Low
High 78(125) 78( 54)  85( 66) 7u(113)  High 81(102) 66(116)
Low 73(135) 60(196) 68(152) 63(179) Low ’72(158) 62(134)

A similar trend is present when the issue is the consequence of
social change. Since certain types of incongruence are associated with a
less ﬁnfavourable attitude to social change, we tested whether or not this
is the effect of status congruence or status position per se. In Table 4.v

persons whose incongruence involves occupation and education, or income and
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education, are less negative in their attitude toward change than are those
who are congruent on the same status dimensions. In both cases the sums of
the percentages in each pair of incongruent cells are less than the sums in
pairs of congruent cells. But for occupation - income congruence the reverse
is true, indicating that in such a situation the individual whose status 1s
congruent is less likely than is one with an incongruent status to regard

change as destructive.

TARLE 4.V

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND ATTITUDE TO CHANGE. PERCENT AGATNST.

Ocecupation Income Occupation
Education High Low High Low Income High © Tow
High 45(125)  39(51) 36(66) 48(113) High 40(102) 50(116)
Low 56(135)  62(196)  50(152)  68(179) Low  57(158)  63(134)

On the basis of these several control methods the relationship
originally observed between status congruence and attitude toward English-
Canadians, and nationalisation, were due to the effect of congruence. But in
some instances the effect of certain types of congruence is to reverse the orig-
inal relationship while in others the variation seems to be due to the operation
of status per se. The finding in fegard to soclal change must be treated with
caution because of the demonstrated influence of a feeling of financilal security/
Insecurity. In the cases of attitude toward Jews and freedom of the news media it
is difficult to determine 1f the original relationships are in fact due to con-

gruency of status. But it has been ascertained that the association between certaln
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types of congruence and these attitudes is really due to the effect of
status congruence.

Sec¢tion 2. The Relationship of Patterns of Congruence to Dependent

Variables: Occupation and Education., We should expect a person of a high

educational standard but who occupies a low status occupation to feel less
status deprived than would cone with a high occupation but of a low educa~
tional level. The possibility of upward mobility is greater in the first
case. DBut on the other hand, if upward occupational mobility is perceived
as blocked, then a person with the first status arrangement is more likely
to feel frustrated. To begin with, his mobility aspiration is more likely
to be greater due to his initially lower occupational status. Besides, he
may think that his high level of education qualifies him for a higher status
occupation. He is likely then to regard a transfer of economic power as a
means of allowing him to achieve upward mobility.

On the other hand, the individual with a low level of education
but who has achieved a high status occupation, may feel that on the basis
of his education he is quite fortunate to occupy such a job. After all, it
usually requires a high education to enable one to achieve an occupation of
a high status. He has overcamne this handicap, and so he will feel less
status deprived. His radicalism will be less.

The tendency is apparent in Table U4.IT, with the low occupation and
high education respondent showing a stronger attitude than do those of
the reverse status pattern. The adoption of such a radical attitude, or
the fact of nationalisation, adversely exposes the former's stafus more than

it does the latter's. The individual with a low educational standard and a
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high occupatlion finds himself in a fortunate, though vulnerable position
and is less willing to endanger this.

His counterpart, on the other hand, has less to lose and more to
gain from such an extreme action. Besides being more deprived, one's
educational standard is far less vulnerable to change than is one's
occupational position.

The same direction of relationship obtains when the issue is social
security measures - Table 4.ITT. The individual with a low occupation and
high education is more likely, to the extent of 15 percent, to favour social
welfare programmes than is one with a reverse status patterm. Presumably,
social security benefits will assist the former in achleving a living standard
commensurate with his high education and so help to compensate for his low
occupational status. Social security benefits are less of a compensation for
a low education however, than to an individual wilth a high occupation.

Again, the same argument is exemplified in Table 4.IV. Individuals
who occupy a low status job despite their high educational standard are more
inclined to support freedom of the news media, which we have defined as an
attempt at rank equilibration, than are those whose education is low relative
to thelr occupation.

In the case of attitude toward change, congruency of status rather:
than incongruency seems to be having an effect— Table 4.V. Here the individual
who is incongruent on a low status level is more likely, to the extent of 17
percent, to agree that change in the organisation of society will make things
worse. We have already noticed this tendency among the low status and finan-
cially insecure individuals. These states are apparently reinforcing our

hypothesised effect of a congruent status.
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Income and Education. Varying arrangements of the individual's

positions on income and education do not produce differentiated responses
in attitude towards Jews or English - Table 4.I. This suggests that the
individual finds a low income position and high educational standard just
as stressful as is a high income and low education situation, at least in
the area of ethnic relations.

But on the issue of nationalisation of private property, low
education, high income incongruence seems to be accompanied by greater stress
than is the reverse pattern - Table 4.II. Individuals of the first type
are more in favour of nationalisation than are those of the second type.

This may be due to the likelihood that individuals who earn a high
income but are of a low educational standard are more exposed to tension
producing interaction than are those on a higher educational level but who
have a low income. Since education is such an important factor in evaluating
status the low educated person will be thwarted in his attempt at improving
his soclal status on the more personal and intimate level. In an atfempt to
improve his general social status he will opt for a major reallignment in

the structure of power. Lipset12 suggests too, that because high education
1s usually assoclated with a high status, the highly educated person will
identify himself with the more conservative upper class despite his low

income. Such an explanation fits the findings in Table 4.IT in so far as

support for nationalisation is a liberal attitude.

12
Seymour Martin Lipset, Political Man. The Social Bases of Politics.
(Garden City, New York: Anchor Books, Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1963), p. 250,;
S. M, Lipset and Hans Zetterberg, "Social Mobility in Industrial Societies",
in Seymour Martin Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, Social Mobility in Industrial
Society (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1963),
pp. 14-17; 60-6L,
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At the same time, the individual with a high education but a

low income is likely to be of greater mobility potential than is his

counterpart. He need not therefore support extreme reorganisation if

he can improve his status within the existing social structure.

This pattermn of status congruence does not have any effect on the
individuals attitude toward social welfare measures - Table L4.III. Neither
does it influence his response to freedom of the news media - Table 4.1V -
in the way the original relationship suggests. Here congruence instead of
incongruence is having an effect. The combination of congruence and a
high status predisposes the individual to be much more liberal than does
the combination of congruence and a low status. This is easily understood
in terms of the greater security the former individual is presumed to enjoy.

In this case also, incongruence has no effect on the individual's
attitude toward change ~ Table 4.V, The fact that the sum of the percent-
ages of the consistent cells is greater than the sum of the percentages of

The inconsistent cells suggests that congruency of status does influence

the individual's response. Again the person with a congruent low status is
more inclined, than is one with a congruent high status, to agree that 'change'
1s destructive. Such a finding emphasises the great influence that status

position exerts on the individual's reaction to change.
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Occupation arid Income. We have been arguing that it is usually

more difficult for a person to improve his occupational status, given a
high income, than it is for him to improve his income status, given a high
occupation. In the first place, the situation involving a low income and
high occupation may be temporary, a stage in the process of upward mobility.
With the prospect of status improvement in sight the individual will feel

13 .
less frustrated and deprived. Besides, as Lipset =~ has observed, a high

status on occupation will help To compensate for a low income position,
thus reducing stress.

But since income seems on the whole to be less important than is
occupation as a status defining factor, thehigh income, low occupation
individual will feel more thwarted in his mobility aspiration. In addition,
his occupational status will most likely be fixed; his present situation is
not merely temporary asit is likely to be in the case of one with a low
income but of a high occupatimal status. The latter should then be less
inclined to be resentful and suspicious of groups which could be defined as
responsible for the individual's status position. Similarly, he will be less
likely to favour certain radical measures deslgned to change the status quo.

Tables U4.I(i), U4.IT and 4.1IT support this line of reasoning. In
Table 4.1, individuals of a low occupational status and a high income are
more prejudiced agalinst English-Canadians than are those of the reverse type
of incongruence. In this case there is a difference of 12 percentage points.

High income low occupation respondents are more likely to support

nationalisation and are more liberal on soclal security measures, than are

13 s
Lipset, ibid.
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those with a high occupation and low income. 52% of the former and 41% of
the latter favour nationalisation of private property -~ Table 4.II. On
the social security question, the percentages are 89 and 82, respectively -
Table 4.I7T.

There is a shift in the relationship when the issue is freedom of
the news media - Table 4.IV. Now congruence rather than incongruence is
having an effect with the congruent individual of a higher class being more
liberal fhan his lower class counterpart.

The trend noticed in Tables 4.1 and U4.II for incongruence involving
low income and high occupation to be less associated with stress than is
the opposite pattern, is maintained in Table 4.V. Here individuals of a high
occupation but low income are more likely to think that soclal change will
'meke things worse', than are those with a high income but of a low occupation.
Again the greafer prospect of mobility and the higher social status they
enjoy helpito explain the latfer individual's greater acceptance of the status
quo.

In many of the above examples, the percentage differences are not
very large. Buf it should be borne in mind that extreme Incongruence, which
in some instances may intensify the relationships, have not been isolated.
Ienski, for instance, used three breaks, high, medium and low, on his status
variables when he tested for the effect of congruence. We have used only two
breaks, high and low. Desplte this, we regard the directions of association
as reliable suggestive tendencies.

| The investigation of the consequences of different types of congruence

leads us to a clarification of the original relationship of status congruence
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and attitude toward social change. Using the individual's positions on
two status variables at a time we have noticed - Table 4.V - the effect of
various tTypes of congruence on this attitude.
Now we control the respondent's position on all three status

variables simultaneously. In order to test whether a feeling of financial
security/insecurity really nullifies any relationship between attitude
toward change and status congruence, we locate the various patterns of
congruence and notice the relationships that emerge when this feeling is
controlled. The results in Table 19 Appendix show that the low status
congruent is more opposed to change than is his high status cownterpart,
Irrespective of a feeling of financial insecurity. In turn three of six
‘ types of incongruents have a more favourable attitude toward change than
have these most opposed low status congruents under similar states of
financial insecurity. Of the three remaining types two areeven more unfavoﬁr—
able while the other shows a reaction equal in intensity to the congruents.

Despite the presence of insecurity then, persons with two patterns
of incongruence - high income and low occupation and education, as well as
with high occupation and low education and income - are even more against change
than are the low status level congruents. This suggests that status is not the
only factor operating here,* for these patterns of incongruence are of a
higher status than are low status level congruents.

The effect of education is quite noticeable. When education is high

incongruents are less against change than they are under conditions of low

education.

*
In the sample socio~economic status 1s negatively related to

opposition to change. See Table 20 Appendix.
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Under conditions of financial security all types of incongruents
are less opposed to change than are the low status congruents. But neither
under conditions of financial security nor insecurity are any incongruents,
regardless of type, more favourable to change in the organisation of soclety
than are the high status congruents.

Since certain new relationships are indicated by this more refined
treatment of the problem, we cannot reject our starting hypothesis in its
entirety. We must specify however, that whether or not the incongruent

individual is more or less opposed to social change than is a person with a

congruent status depends on their respective patterns of congruence. The
congruent individual of a high status is less opposed than are incongruents,
but certain types of incongruents have a much less negative attitude toward
change than an individual who 1s congruent but of a low status. For example,
a person of high education but low occupation and income, is more favourable
in his attitude to change than is a low status congruent. These are only
téndencies however, as the sizes of our samples, after instituting so many
cantrols, do not allow us to generalise with statistical certainty.

It seems, in summary, that in our sample incongruence involving income
'and occupation has no effect on a person's attitude toward nationalisation of
private property, and toward Jews. Neither does an income-occupation
incongruence have anything to do with whether or not the individual is liberal
on politico-economic matters. The same is true of incongruence on education
and occupation when the issue 1s the threat image of English-Canadians.

But in the cases of politico~-econonic and non-economic liberalism,

education incongruence maintains a consistent effect on the individualk response.
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High education is associated with high liberalism, and low educatlon with
low liberalism — Tables 4.IIT and 4.IV.

So does incongruence involving occupation when the issue is soclal
security - politico-economic liberalism. Here occupation is inversely
related to liberalism - Table 4,ITT.

In no other case does one status variable seem to account for the
individual's response. Mitchell'lei criticism that position on one 'crucial!
status variable seems to have determined the results that Ienskil5 obtalned,

does not apply to our findings.

h
1 Mitchell, op. cit.

15Ienski, 'Status Crystallization ceeeen, OD. ¢it.



CHAPTER V.
CONCLUSION

We have looked at some of the reported findings on the consequences
of the arrangement of an individual's status factors, for his opinion on
politico-economic matters and his attitude toward social change. In the
case of political liberalism, there is no zero order relationship between
the individual's attitude and the congruency of his status. Ienskil had
reported such an association. We have found that only when the different
kinds of incongruence are isolated, do certain associations emerge. Persons
with a high education and low occupation and those with a high income and
low occupation, are more liberal than are those whose statuses are congruent.
It seems insufficient then, to regard status congruence per se as contributing
to this type of response. Rather, it is more a reaction to specific kinds
of congruence.

The same 1s True of a person's attitude toward social change. Our

e as our measure of attitude toward change

study does not replicate Goffman's,
is more general. Buf in our sample, status congruence is not related to this
'dependent' variable. There are indications however, that certain types of

congruence do bear a relationship, but these are not conclusive.

lGemard E. Lenski, "Status Crystallization: A Non-Vertical Dimensiocn
of Social Status", American Sociological Review, Vol. XIX (August, 1954).

2Erwin W. Goffman, "Status Consistency and Preference for Change in
Power Distribution", American Sociological Review, Vol. XXIT, No. 3 (1957).

Th,
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Two additional attitudes, ethnocentrism and political radicalism,
yleld a consistent relationship to status congruence. The incongruent
individual in our sample tends to be more ethnocentric than is the individual
whose status is congruent. Yet again, this depends on the type of congruence
or incongruence. Incongruence on income and education and on occupation and
income, produce the greatest ethnocentrism.

Congruent individuals are also less radical politically than are
incongruents in our sample. Incongruents involving education and occupation,
and income and education accompany greatest radicalism.

We have noticed also, that the effect of status congruence varies
according to certain atfitudinal and social conditions. A feeling of financial
Insecurdity for instance, strengthens the effect of status congruence. And so,
in most cases, does a middle-class status. These last findings seem very
important for the application of the concept to the understanding of social
behaviour.

Although the findings remain reliable, there is an important shortcoming
in this study. This is the failure to provide a completely satisfactory method
of identifying the effects of status congruence when other factors are operating.
But thils 1s a continuing methodological problem which requires sustained re-
search effort for its solution. Throughout this study we have used several
indirect methods and they substantially support our conclusions.

The sizes of our zero order relationships are another apparent
deficiency. This would have been serious if further specification had not
considerably strengthened them. And this is very important, since it indicates

that there is much more to the operation of status congruence than 1s apparent
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in first order assoclations. Our findings on some of the conditions which
facilitate or inhibit the operation of status congruence illustrate this
point.

These findings have inpbrtant Implications for the understanding of
the social process. There 1s strong subport for the argument that a theory
of status congruence will throw some light on the disparate behaviours and
attitude of individuals. For instance, the support of radical political
actions is a major concern of social scientists. It is important to find
out for example what social characteristics typify persons who led the French
Revolution, or who represent the "radical Right" in United States politics.

And even more urgently, the sources of support for drastic solutions
to the problems of 'developing areas' or underdeveloped countries, need to be
identified if these developments are to be understood. The case of Quebec is
a prime example and the theory of status congruence is of special relevance here.
In many cases, the 'colonial' history of these areas produces a social structure
in which the representatives of the "metropolitan' power are socially dominant.
The 'colonial! culture also prescribes certain bases of status evaluation, like
education and certain ascriptive criteria, which define the status groups
within the society. More often than not, these preferred status characteristics
are monopolised by an identifiable element in the population, thus producing
a rigid high - low status dichotomy.

But as technological and other forms of soclal change are introduced,
this status hierarchy of two, almost exclusive, layers, is transformed, and
a middle class emerges. This phenomenon is rather sudden and traumatic.

For the newly emergent individuals, having been denied other criteria of a
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high status, now find their status elements highly discrepant. The now high
income individual lacks an equivalent standard of education, and his
occupabtion is maybe manual and of low status. Besides, new jobs emerge from
the process of occupational differentiation which is rife at this time, and
must be related in terms of status to the old ones. At the same time, others
of the new middle class, and who are in high status occupations requiring a
high level of education, find their income relatively low.

It is now difficult to establish normative definitions of status, and
anxieties and status insecurities develop,m In order to redress this imbalance,
extreme political action may be supported. Increased State control of private
property may be regarded as one way to improve relative_income and/or
occupational standards.

The traditionally privileged status group will resist the efforts of
this new class to acquire higher social status. Such an opposition may lead
this latter class to display Fascist tendencies in an effort to wrest control
from a dominant group. And we have noticed that the status discrepant middle
class are most inclined to favour the extreme act of nationalisation of
private property.

At the same time, many of the traditionally high status individuals
will now be status discrepant, especlally on income and occupation. Percelving
a threat to thelr lingering symbols of prestige, they may incline toward radical
measures of a conservative nature.

The éonsequences for civil liberties, in such a state of flux, have been
suggested by our analysis. While there will be local variations, the basic

theme of status congruence affecting attitudes and behaviour in the general
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directions we have indicated, will be evident.

There will also be inplicafions for ethnic relations. In these
socleties, there are several different ethnic groups of varying degrees of
economic, 'social', and cultural influence. As the competition for status
and power continues, ethnic dominance will be threatened, attacked and
defended. One need not elaborate on the possible results of such a
coanfrontation. We are concerned only with noting the potential for such
an occurrence in these rapidly changing societies, and with commenting on
the relevance of 'status congruence' to the study of these situations. For
we have noticed that incongruent individuals are more inclined, than are
those with a congruent status, to be prejudiced against minority groups.
In addition, the states which increase this ethnocentric tendency, like a

feeling of financial insecurity, of economic dissatisfaction, and a middle

class status, are likely to be very prevalent in areas of rapid social change.

Of course, the concept of status congruence is still not thoroughly
researched nor understood. A theory still has to be formulated. But the
findings of our study indicate that further research along these lines is

warranted and promises to be extremely useful.
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APPENDIX

TABLE 1

PERCEPTION OF FINANCIAL SITUATICN AND ATTTTUDE TOWARD CHANGE
— PERCENT AGATNST

Insecure Moderate Secure
61(210) 55(271) 44(197)
TABIE la

CONGRUENCE AND SOCTO-ECONOMIC STATUS

Congruent Moderate High
High 25 20 35
Medium - 53 b1
Low ™ 27 24
146 ' 321 217
TABLE 1b

PERCEPTION OF FINANCIAL SITUATTON AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS

SES Financially insecure Moderately insecure Secure
High 22 21 36
Medium 34 ] 38
Low by 37 26

210 ' 271. o 197
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TABLE 2.

CONGRUENCE AND PERCEPTION OF FINANCIAL SITUATTON

Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
Insecure 38 29 29
Moderate 31 by 38
Secure 30 26 32
146 321 217
TABIE 3.

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM BY PERCEPTION OF FINANCTAL SITUATICN, AND BY
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS. PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC TOWARD JEWS.

Socio-Economic Status
High Low
Congruent  Moderate High Congruent Moderate High

Financially
insecure 33( 9) 46(13) 70(23) 54(46) 53(30) 59(17)
Moderately 30(10) 4827 57(21) 58(36) 63(38) 50(26)
insecure
28(18) 33(21) 34(32) 62(26) 19(16) 67( 9)
Secure
SES
High Low
Effect of congruence = Financially insecure .37 .05
Moderately insecure .27 -.08
Secure .06 .05

TABIE 3a

PERCEPTION OF FINANCIAL SITUATION AND ETHNOCENTRISM . PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC

Object of Prejudice Insecure Moderate Secure

English-Canadian 67(192) 64(2L0) 54(171)

Jewish-Canadian 55(209) 55(208) 43(197)
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TABIE 3b

ECONOMLC SATISFACITON AND ETHNOCENTRISM. PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC

" Object of Prejudice Dissatisfied Moderate Satigfied
English-Canadian 67(49) 62(249) 61(85)
Jewish-Canadian 51(51) 53(514) 47(96)

TABIE 4

PERCEPTICN OF FINANCIAL STTUATION AND NON-ECONOMIC
LIBERALTSM. PERCENT LIBERAL

‘Insecure Moderate Secure
35(210) 39(271) ho(197)
TABLE 5

ECONOMIC SATTSFACTION AND NON-ECONOMIC LIBERALISM. PERCENT LIBERAL

" 'Dissatisfied Moderate ' Satisfied
29 (_52) 38(516) 43(97)
TABIE 6

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS AND ETHNOCENTRISM. PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC

Socio-Economic Status

Object of Prejudice High Low

English-Canadians 66(253) 74(355)

Jewish-Canadians 48(303) 53(377)
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TABLE 7

CONGRUENCE AND NON-ECONOMIC LIBERALTSM BY EDUCATION. PERCENT LIBERAL

Education (years in school) Congruent Moderate  High-Incongruent
Under 8 58(109) 64(157) 68(118)
9-12 91(12) 71(151) 75(64)
Over 12 | 88(25) 77(13) - 78(35)
TABLE 8

CONGRUENCE AND CHANGE BY EDUCATICON. PERCENT AGAINST CHANGE

Education (years in school) Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent

Under 8 67(109) 54(157) 63(118)

9 - 12 58(12) 46(151) ug(6y)

Over 12 - 28(25) -5H(13) 31(35)
TABIE 9

CONGRUENCE AND CHANGE BY OCCUPATION. PERCENT AGAINST CHANGE

High-Incongruent

‘Occupation Congruent Moderate

Manual 67(113) 52(22L) 50(116)

Non-manual 33(33) L7(97) 57(101)
TABIE 10

CONGRUENCE AND RADICALISM BY INCOME
PERCENT RADICAL IE FAVOUR NATIONALLSATION

Income ($,000 p.a.) ' " Congruent Moderate

- High-Tncongruent
Under $3,500 41(22) 49(76) 35(69)
$3,500 - $5,000 43(99) 39(206) 57(72)
Over $5,000 ho(25) 46(39) 54(76)
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TABLE 11.

CONGRUENCE AND RADICALISM BY EDUCATION. PERCENT RADICAL

Education (years in school) Congruent Moderate  High-Incongruent
0-28 uL(109) b2(157) 53(118)
9 - 12 h2(12) h1(151) 4o(6h)
13 and over 4o(25) 54(13) 51(35)
TABIE 12.

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM BY EDUCATION.
PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC TOWARD (1) ENGLISH (2) JEWS

Education(years in school) Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
(1) (2) (@) (2) (1) (2)
0-38 69(103) 57(109) 76(141) 5U4(156) 71(108) 55(118)
9 - 12 57C 7) 42( 12) 67(133) U45(149) 75( 56) 56( 64)
13 and over | bs( 25) 24( 25) 91( 11) 46(13 ) 69( 29) 47( 31)
TABTE 13

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM BY OCCUPATION. PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC TOWARD
ENGLISH-CANADIANS

Occupation ’ Congruent Moderate High-Incongruent
(Professional

(Managerial 45(20) 58(29) 68(54)

Lower White Collar 50( 1) 69(51) 58(33)

Manual | 68(106) 75(205) | 78(106)_
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TABLE 14,

CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM BY INCOME. PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC TOWARD JEWS

Income ($,000 p.a.) Congruent Moderate High-Tncongruent

Under $3,500 46(22) 58(76) 57(68)

$3,500 - $5,000 58(99) ho(204) 54(38)

Over»$5,000 2u4(25) | 34(38) 51(76)
TABLE 15.

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND ETHNOCENTRISM. PERCENT ETHNOCENTRIC

English-Canadians Jewlsh-Canadians
Occupation Occupation
" High Low High Low
Education High Low High Low High Iow High Low

Incone-High 48(27) 59(54)  76(24) BL(BL) 30(37) UB(6H)  45(29) 59(86)
Low 69(7H) 67(63) 82(23) 69(103) 55(88) 46(70)  6(24) 57(109)

TABLE 16.

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND (A) RADICALTSM, (B) LIBERALISM. PERCENT RADICAL
IE FAVOUR NATTONALTSATION: LIBERAL IE FAVOUR SOCIAL SECURITY.

(8) | (B)
Naticnalisation Social Security
Occupation Occupation
High _Tow ‘ High Low
Education High Low High Low High Low High Low

Tncome-High 40(37) 48(65) U5(29) 53(87) 81(37) 77(65) 93(29) 87(87)
Low h0(88) A43(70) 56(25) 43(109) B84(88) 80(70) 96(25) 86(109)
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TABLE 17.

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND NON-ECONCMIC LIBERALISM
PERCENT LIBERAL IE FAVOUR NEWS MEDIA

Occupation
High Low
Education High Low High Low
Income-High 89(37) 77(65) 80(29) 62(87)
Low TH(88)  69(70) 76(25)  58(109)
TABLE 18.

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND CHANGE. PERCENT AGAINST CHANGE

Occupation
High Low
Education High Low High Low
Income-High 4o (37)  k42(65) 31(29)  56(87)
Low M8(88)_ 69(70) 48(25)  64(109)
TABTE 19.

PATTERNS OF CONGRUENCE AND ATTITUDE TOWARD CHANGE BY PERCEPTION COF FINANCIAL
SITUATTICON. PERCENT AGAINST CHANGE

Congruent Incongruent
Low Status High Status 1/0E¥  O/EI E/10 OE/1 10/E E1/0
Insecure  67(46) 33(9) 75(24) 72(25) 60(5) 53(30) 67(15) 38(8)
Moderate 78 (36) 60(10)  54(39) T75(28) L7(15) 46(28) 33(27) TL(T)
Secure 54(26) 28(18) he(24) 50(16) Lo(5)  b5(29) 35(23) 7 (14)

¥T/OE - High Incame, Low Occupation and Education
O/EI - High Occupation, Low Education and Income

E/I0 - High Education, Low Income and Occupation
OE/I - High Occupation and Education, Low Income
IO/E - High Income and Occupation, Low Education
EI/O - High Education and Income, Low Occupation
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TABLE 20.

SOCTIO-ECONOMIC STATUS AND ATTITUDE TOWARD CHANGE. PERCENT AGAINST CHANGE

High Medium Low
41(176) 53(260) 62(248)
*
APPENDTX A.

"™ow, in order to separate the status inconsistency effect on a dependent
variable from the effect of occupation and wealth on this variable, the follow-
ing 1s done. Every possible combination of associations between occupation and
the dependent variable and wealth and the dependent variable is considered. For
each combination there is advanced a null hypothesis which states, given this
pattem of associations, what the data will look like if there 1s no status
inconsistency effect. These null hypotheses are presented below in Table 3. To

simplify gpis table, A will represent occupation, B wealth, and d the dependent
variable.

TABIE 3

LOCATION OF d PERCENTAGES FOR ALL COMBINATIONS OF ASSOCIATIONS, ASSUMING NO
EFFECT OF STATUS INCONSISTENCY ON d, BY INCONSISTENT TYPE

Null Hypothesis Assoclation Inceonsistency Type
Situation Aandd B and d A-High-B-Low A-Tow-B-High
1 + + Somewhere between that Somewhere between

of the A-high-B-high that of the A-high-
and that of the A-low-— B-high and that of

B-low the A-low-B-low

2 - - Same as for situation Same as for situ-
1 ation 1

3 + - Higher than that of Lower than that
the consistents of the consistents

il - + Lower than that of Higher than that
the consistents of the consistents

5 + 0 Same as that of Same as that of
consistents similarly consistents simi-
high on A larly low on A

6 0 + Same as that of Same as that of
consistents similarly  consistents simi-
low on B larly high on B

7 - 0 Same as that of Same as that of
consistents similarly consistents simi-
high on A - larly low on A

%
Hyman, Martin D. op. cit. pp.123 and 124.
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