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PREFAOE ~ 

This thesis is not an exhaustive bibliography of Islam in the modern 

Arab world and its relations with Arab nationalisme It ia an attempt to 

pro'/ide a \'lorking guide to the most reliable literature on -:'he subject 

which has been accessible to the i'lriter, or \'lhich he ;cnovlS to existe 

'10rka dealing \'lith the historical backz;round are only mentioned ",/hen 

necessary for the understanding of religious developments, or ,-,hen the 

historical and religious aspects are indistino~ishably interwoven as in 

the ';lahhabL and SanÜsinovements. 

A start is made with the ~lahhabi movement v/hich arose in Central 

Arabie. in the Eighteenth/century A.D., seeking to purEie Islam of corrupt 

and superstitious accretions and to restore the purity of its faith and 

pre.ctice, as these were believed to have been in its ee.rliest days -

during the life of the Prophet and the Orthodox Caliphate at ~~dinah. 

As such, ~lahhabism is regarded by various orientalists not only as a 

great reli~ious reform movement but also as a reassertion of the "Arab 

idea A in Islàml • This is not to say that Arab consciousness of nationhood 

in modern times dates from the Eighteenth centurYi such consciousness 
in 

only came into being"the Hineteenth at the earliest, and even then, ",Ias 

not clearly defined or widely held. 

Another reason for beginning \'lith the \'lahbabis is that later 

religious revivaIs in the Arab ",lorld largely drew their initial inspir-

e.tion from :i'e.hhB:bi doctrines and are therefore sometimes named 

IGibb, H.A.R., Hoha.nJr!ledanism, sec. ed., London, New York, Toronto 

Oxford University Press, 1953, p. 168. 
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l 
"Ueo-Uabhabi" , even t hough their conclusions may have been very different. 

In the last chapter, ent itled "The Hodernists", only a small selection 

of the most representative \V'orks dealing Hi th religious reforn. and re-

vival has been included l'rom a.mong the mass of available material. 

Selection has, indeed, been the purpose of the entire thesis, but it 

had to be exercised more drastically in the last chapter than elsewhere. 

The ''l'orles selected are in l'1estern languages, par'cicularly English 

and French, and in Arabie. Hany of them are available at McGill University, 

al 
in the library of the Institute of Isle.nic Studies (desigrléd by the 

al; 
initials IIS) in the Redpath Libro.ry (design~d RP), \"rhich i8 the main 

a.~ 
library of the University and in the DivinityHall Library (desigrléd DH). 

Other works were available at the New York Public Library (desig~d N'YP), 
at 

the Princeton University Library (desigrléd PUL) and the Harvard University 
a.t 

Library (designéd HUL). 

It lias not thought right to omit mention of books known or believed 

to be significant for the subject ''l'hich the wri ter, inspite of earnest 

efforts, could not procure in the time available. Such works are designed 

nxa~ and others are listed in supplements. The saroe designation (UXn) 

has also bean used for books found in individual collections. 

\thile weIl aware of this and other deficiencies in his work, the 

writer hopes that this thesis will contribute towards satisf'ying a naed 

which ha believes to be much felt by students of Isl~ in the modern 

Arab l'lorl d. 
H.A.H. 

lGibb, H.A.R., 140dern. trends in Islam, Chicago, University of' 

Chicago Press, 1945, p. 32. 



CHAPTER l 

The i'fahhabi ~!ovement 

. - - l 
The history of the Wahhabis or, as its adherents called it, the 

Unitarian movement in Islam,begins effe~ively from the alliance in 174J 

of Muqammad ibn SU'üd, Lord of Dar'iyah, a town in the interior of Najd, 

with ~ammad ibn 'Abd al-Uahhab, a widely travelled NajdI theologian _ 

who had adopted the ideas of the puritan ijanbalite reformera, Ibn 

Taymiyah [126J-IJ28 A.D.] and his follower Ibn Qayyim al-JawzIyah [1292-

IJ56 A.D.]. Before that alliance neither Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-vlahhab . . . 

nor 1~1.Ù}a.mmad ibn Su 'üd had had much success as a religious reformer or 

as a military leader respectively, but the combination of Ibn 'Abd al-

\'lahhab .' s rel igious drive l'li th Ibn Su 'üd' s mil i tary genius crea ted a 

powerfUl Bedouin state in Najd. With such speed did this state conquer 

such wide territories, including, for a short time, Makkah and Madin~, 

that the presti~e of the Ottoman Empire, nominally the sovereign of Arabia, 

was seriously threatened. First the Pasha of Baghdad, and, after his 

failure, the Pasha of Egypt, MUQammad 'Ali,were charged by the Sublime 

Porte with undertaking a punitive expedition to guarantee the continued 

1\1e have chosen to use the name h'ahhabis to denote the follo'l'lerS of 

Ibn 'Abd al-\'/ahhab despite its inaccuracy, thinking that the use of any 

other term ia likely to create confusion; a1so we have noticed that 

writera with strong i'labhabi leanings have, in recent times, been reconciled 

with this name. 

_1-



allegiance which the Peninsula owed to the Ottoman Sultan. After 

encountering great difficulties and violent resistance, the Egyptian 

expedition successfU11y achiéved its ends in 1818. Thereafter the power 

of the SU'udis and the ideas of religious reform for which they stood 

entered into a long period of comparative decline. 

In the latter part of the Nineteenth century the House of Rashid, 

another powerfUl family of northern Arabia, was able to dominate Najd 

after defeating the weakened House of Su,ud. 

The accounts of travellers who saï1 conditions in Arabia during the 

period of the RashIdis show that law and order were weIl establishedj 

but their rulewas not destined to last for long. In 1902 'Abd al-'Azlz 

ibn SU'ud, by a daring move overcame the RashIdI garrison at al-Riyad 

in Najd and re-established the rule of his family in that city. 

During and ai'ter the First ~lorld I"lar, 'Abd al~ 'Aziz ibn Su 'ud 

managed the affairs of his realm, and especially his relations with the 

Allies, with such masterly skill that he was able to extend his rule, 

tirst over the \ihole of Central Arabia and then over the ij;jaz with the 

Holy Cities and 'Asir. His "Kingdom of Su'ud! Arabia", as it was named 

in 19,2, covered the whole Peninsula except for parts of the Persian 

Gulf coast, 'Uman, 'Aden and its dependencies, and the Yaman. For the 
1 

first time sinee the early Caliphate, the vast extent of this Kingdom 

was brought under the control of an effective government. 

Although the purpose of this chapter ie to provide a guide for 

the study of \'/ahhabi doctrine rather than the history of the \'/ahhabI 

state,it seemed desirable to mention the more important historical and 

other works portraying life in Central Arabia in the Eighteenth and 



Nineteenth centuries, because such works enable the western reader to 

sense the atmosphere in which the Wahhabl teachings flourished; but only 

a brief list of the more out standing of these i8 given. 

us 

NYP 

RL 

RL 

RL 

RL & Ils 

Niebuhr, C., 

Pelly, L., 

Déscription de l'Arabie, d'après les 

observations et rechérches faites dans le 

pays même, French translation from the 
ve-rSton 

Dutch opi§i .. l, 2 vols., Paris, Brunet, 

1779, pp. 206-211. 

nA visit to the Wahhabl Capital, central 

Arabia n, Royal Geographical Society Journal, 

London, r'furray, 1865, Vol. ,5, pp. 169-191. 

Blunt, Lady A., A pilgrimage to Nejd, the cradle of the 

Arab race, ~ Vols., London, I~rray, 1881. 

See especially Vol. l, pp. 257-7,4, and Vol. 

II, pp. 251-270. 

Hogarth, D.G., The penetration of Arabia, a record of the 

deve10pment of western knowledge concernis5 

the Arabian Peninsu1a, New York, Stokes, 

1904, See Index. 

Pal grave , ~!.G. Narrative of a year's journey t hrough 

central and eastern Arabia (1862_62), London, 

Mac~üllan, 1908, See Index. 

Dou~hty, C.M., Travels in Arabia deserts, 2 Vols. in 1, 

,rd ed., New York, Random House, 1921, 

See Index. 



Niebuhr's is the earliest western account of the i'lahhabis, and 

gives details of their \"lars and doctrines; the observations he makes 

are penetrating: and authoritative though often regretably brief. Pelly 

gives a very good descriptive study of Riya4, the capital of central 

Arabia under i'/ahhabi" rule. Doughty and Hogarth throw in passing refer­

ences on the general history ahd doctrine of the Wahhabis. Lady Blunt 

and Palgrave, \ .... ho visited Arabia in the latter part of the Hineteenth 

century, give valuable information on the House of Rashid, and Palgrave 

also relate. a conversation "lith a \'lahhabi 'alim '1ho tried to define 

and enumerate the major and minor sins "sagha'ir" and IIkaba'ir ll accord­

ing to Uahhabi doctrine\ this definition must, h01iever, be treated 

with reserve because it rna.y only have been the personal opinion of one 

particular 'alim of uncertain standing. 

The early western scholars ''l'ho devot ed particular attention to 

V/ahhabi history include: 

NYP 

Ils 

Raymond J., Mémoire sur l'origine des ivahhabys, sur la 

naissance de leur puissance et sur l'in­

fluence dont ils jouissent co~ nation. 

Rapport de J. R. daté de 1806, do'cument 

inédit extrait des archives du ~linistère 

des Affaires Etrangères de France, pref. 

by Edouard Driault, Cairo~ Institut 

Francaise d'Archeologie Orientale, 1925. 

Rousseau,[J .B.L.J.] Déscription du pashalic de Baghdad, 

suivie d'une notice historique sur les 

i'lahabis, et de quel ques autres pièces 

lpalgrave, op. cit., pp. 281-85. 



l'iYP 

Ils 

NYP 

Ils 

RL 

NYP 

_H-

relatives à l'histoire et à la littérature 

de l'Orient, Paris, Treutte1 et i~rtz, 

1809, pp. 125-182. 

--------------, "Notice sur la secte des Wehabis R, 

Fundgruben des Orients, Vol. l, Wien, 

1809, pp. 191-98. 

Corancez, L.A.O. de, Histoire des t,'I'a.hhabis, depuis leur 

origine jusqu'à la fin de 1809, Paris 
, 

Paris, Crapelet, 1810. 

Finati, G., Narrative of' the 1if'e and adventures of' 

Giovanni Finati, native of' Ferrara; \olho, 

under the assumed name of' Mohamet, made 

the campaigns against the Wahabis for the 

recovery of' Mecca and Medina.... Trans-

lated f'rom the Ita1ian and edited by 

\'[.J. Bankes, London, l·!urray, 1830, 2 Vols. 

in one. 

Burckhardt, J.L. Notes on the Bedouins and \1a.hhabis, Vol. II, 

Crichton, A., 

Rehatsek, E., 

London, Colburn and Bentley, l8~1. 

The history of' Arabia, ancient and modern, 

Vol. II, New York, Harper, 1845, pp. 254-~5. 

RThe history of' the Wahhabys in Arabia and 

in India," Journal of' the Bombay Branch of' 

the Royal Asiatic Society, 1878-80, Vol. XIV 

Bombay, Society's Library, London, Trabners, 

1880, pp. 274-401. 



Burckhardt's second volume deals almost exclusively .... ith the 

1 i'lahhabis and has been described as nthe best early account" on the sub-

ject. He tells the story of the \'labhiibis from their earliest appearance 

in the Eighteenth century, "Through aIl their wars with Arabs and with 

the Turks down to 1816, that year in which he [Burckhardt] returned from 

Arabis, the scene of action, to Egypt, when, not long after, a premature 

death terminated his literary career, ••••• n. 2 The book has been trans-

lated from English into French in three volumes entitled, Voyages en 

Arabie, (IlS) Paris, Bertrand, 1835. The next best Western account of 

the early history of the i1a.hhabis is Corancez's Histoire.... Corancez, 

who was French consul in Aleppo from 1800 to 1808, carefully checked the 

information he had been able to gather, and his informants were often 

first-hand observersi but his account of the life of the founder of the 

~la.hhabi movement i s "in adequate. He ascribes i"la.hhabi expansion solely to 

the weakness and misrule of the Ottomans (",hose authority in most of 

Arabia was at all times merely nominal) and ignores the importance of 

the religious fervour stirred up by 'Abd al-i'labhab ,"lhich, combined ,dth 

the leadership of l,~a.mmad ibn Su tüd, must surely have been the main reason 

for their astonishing victories. Corancez also gives an excellent 

description of the beliefs and customs of the Wahh8.bIs, and his account 

of their history ia reliable although his interpretations may be debated. 

l Ettinghaus en, R., ed., A selected and annotated bibliography of books 

and periodicals in Western languages dealing with the Near and Middle East, 

with special emphasis on medieval and modern times, with supplement, 

Washington, D.C., The Middle East Institute, 1954 

2Burckhardt, J.L., Notes on the Bedouins ••••• , introduction pp. IV-V. 



Raymond and Rousseau are also informative about the history of the 

\'lahhabis, thoughtheir accounts are much shorter than those;of Burckhardt 

and Corancez and ~heir chief interests are in Syria and Iraq rather 

than in Arabia. The preface to Raymond's \'fork by Driaul t is very useful,: 

for it mentions some of the earliest accounts on the Wahhabis which 

appeared in France in the Nineteenth century as well as those by Turkish 

and other writers. 

Finati and Rehatsek give two other historical accounts, in which 

Finati deals vlith the Egyptian expedition on the \tahhabls ,·mile Rehatsek 

deals with the origins of their movement and draws his information 

chiefly from Corancez and Pelly. He also treats the spread of the move­

ment in India,to which the last fi ft Y pages (pp. '-51-401) of his essay 

are devoted. 

More recent accounts of Wahhabi history from its rise until the 

formation of the Kingdom of 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn SU'ud include: 

NYP Philby, H. St. J.B., Arabis., London, Benn, 19,a. 

RL }'bsil, A., Northern Ne~d, a topographical itinerary, 

New York, American Geographical Society, 

1828. 

Phil by' s Arabia is the best modern uork in a Vlestern lane;uage. The 

author,who is an unchal1enged authority on Su' udl Arabian life, displays 

an admirable historical acumen and writes in a delightful style. His 

information is based not only on first-hand experiences and an intimate 

knowledge of Su 'udl affaira but also on the Arabie texts "lhich constitute 

the primary sources for a study of the Wahhabls. Musil's book is mainly 
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geographical, but pages 236 to ;04 give a highly informative account of 

the relations bet\-leen the Houses of Su 'üd and Rashid. His treatment, 

however, of the life of l-ful}amma.d ibn 'Abd al-l"al:Ihab is short and some-

t "" t l ~es ~naccura e • 

Of the Arabie sources the most important and by far the most 

authoritative are: 

x 

x 

Ibn Ghannam, l;Iusaynl, RawQ.at al-afur WB. al-af'ham li murtad 

~al al-imSm WB. ta 'dad Ghaza'iat dhawl 

al-Islam, 2 Vols., Bombay, a1-~~~ba'ah 

a1-Muf1'tafa.'wiyah, n. d •• 

Ibn Bishr, 'Uthmân (ibn 'Abd Allah), tUnwân a1-majd fi 

tarlkh Hajd, 2 Vols., 14a.kkah, al-r..!a.~ba-

'ah a1-salafiyah, 1349 A.H./19;o A.D. 

Both workB relate the event s in the traditional form of annals, 

treating the history of the movement in chapters for every year. The 

material i6 gathered from individuals vmo had first-hand recollections of 

the early history of the ~{ahhabl movement2• 

Of the more recent books in Arabie on the history of the i'!ahhabis 

the following deserve special mention. 

J.Rentz, G.S., Nuhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab ••••••• , see below, pp. ~1. 

2The contents of these two works are weIl described in the biblio-

graphical essay attached to George Snairly Rentz Jr. 's thes·t,s (in type-

script) entitled Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-~lahhab (1702/3-l792)and the 

beginnings of the Unitarian Empire in Arabia, University of California, 

June, 1948. (IlS) 



NYP 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

R1hanI, A. F. , Te.r1kh Najd a1-i;ad1th wa mull}aqatim., 

lst ed. Bayrüt, ~e.dir, 1928. 

ljamzeh, Fu'ad, Q.a.1b jazIrat a1-'Arab, Cairo, al-Ha~ba'al:I 

a1-salafIyah wa maktabatiha, 19JJ. 

~lahbah, ljafi~, Jaz1rat al-'Arab fi a1-qarn a1-'ishrin, 

2nd ed., Cairo, ~~~ba'at lajnat a1-ta'11f 

\'la al-tarjamah ~'1a a1-nashr, 1946. 

:r.ïa<}I, I~ammad 'Abd All~, Al-ilaha4at a1-JradIthah fI 

jazIrat a1- 'Arab; Vol. l, fi a1-1'1amlakah 

a1-'ArabIyah a1-SutudIyah, Cairo, Dar 

~ya' a1-Kutub a1-'ArabIyah, 1951. 

ljamzah and Uahbah are hlo prominent officiaIs of the present 

SU'udi state and it is on their works chiefly that the Italian ArabisL 

Carlo Alfonso Nallino dreu for most of the mate rial in his L'Arabia 

Sa tudiana, (IlS) Rome, 19J9. These \"Iorks are chiefly historical and 

provide authoritative accounts. 1,la~I's book is on very much the sarne 

pattern and better written and arranged th an 'ilahbah's or IJamzah's. 

R1hanI gives another excellent historical account, laying particular 

stress on the rise of ivahhabism until the success of Ibn RashId and the 

reign of Abdul-'Az1z ibn SU'ud in the Twentieth century. 

Of the shorter accounts the following are not purely historical but 

often make mention of i'IahhabI doctrine and practice: 

Ils Dozy, R., Essai sur l'histoire de l'Islamism~,trans. 

from the Dutch, Leyden & Paris, Brill & 

Maisonneuve, 1897, pp. 410-29. 
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Ils 

RL 

Ils 

US 

Ils 

DH 

RL 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Eut ing , J., 

Zwemer, S.M., 

Huart, C., 

Tagebuch einer Reise in inner Arabien, 2 Vols., 

Leyden, Bril1, 1896, Vol. I. pp. 157-172. 

Arabia, the crad1e of Islam, Edinbourgh & 

London, Anderson & Ferrier, 1900, pp. 191-201. 

Histoire des Arabes, 2 Vols., Paris, Geuthner, 

1913, pp. 283-304. 

Hogarth, D.G., Arabia, Oxford, Clarendon, 1922, pp. 99-131. 

Stoddard, T.L., ija~ir a1-'a1am al-IslamI, with the comments 

of !mIr Shakib Ars1an, 2 Vols., Cairo, a1-

Ma~ba'ah a1-sa1afiyah, 1343/1924. Being an 

annotated translation by A. Nuwayhi~ of 

Stoddard's The new wor1d of Islam, New York, 

Scribner's, 1923, see especia11y footnote 

volume II,pp. 97-102. 

Longrigg, S.H., Four centuries of modern Iraq, Oxford, 

Clarendon, 1925, pp. 212-217. 

Phi1by, H. St. J.B., "Burton Memorial Lecture: The recent 

history of the Hijaz", Journal of the Royal 

Central Asian Society, Vol. XII, 1929, 

pp. 332-48. 

_______ " liA survey of '.lahhabI Arabia, 1929", Journal 

of the Royal Central Asian Society, Vol. XVI, 

1929, pp. 468-81. 

_______ , "The triumph of the \lahhabis", Journal of 

the Royal Central Asian Society, Vol. XII, 

1926, pp. 293-319. 



Ils 

NYP 

US 

Ils 

US 

Ils 

US 

x 

~lahbah, Shaykh ijafi~, "i'lahhabism in Arabia: past and present ll
, 

Journal of the Royal Oentral Asian Society, 

Vol. XVIi 1929, pp. 458-67. Also available 

in Islamic Review, Vol. 17, 1929, pp. 279-90. 

Phoenix, "A brier outl ine of the \~ahhë.bI movement n, 

Journal of the Royal Oentral Asian Society, 

Vol. XVII, 19?O, pp. 401-16. 

Margoliouth, D. S., "l'Iahhabiya ft, Encyclopaedia. of Islam, 

Amin, Alpnad, 

Gaury, G. de, 

Vol. IV, Leyden,LOndon, Luzac & Brill, 1934, 

pp. 1086-90. 

Zu'a ma' al-i§lRh fi a1-'~r al-9adith, 

Oairo, ~~~ba'at al-nah~a.h al-Mi~riya.h, 

1948, pp. 10-25. 

Bulers of Mecca, London, Harrap, 19,51, 

pp. 191-242. 

al-~a'Idi, 'Abd al-~fut'al, Al-crujaddidun fi al-Islam min 

al-qarn al-awwal ila al-rabi' 'ashar, 

100 A.H., Oairo, al-Namudhajiyah, n.d., 

pp. 457-41. 

al-'Aqqad, Abbas ~~d, Al-Islam fi al-qarn al-'ishrin, 

Oairo, Dar al-lçUtub al- ~adithah, 19,54, 

pp. 101-109. 

~~rgoliouth's article in the Encyclopaedia of Islam in addition to 

historical and doct rinal information, contains a valuable section on 

WahhabI literature with an extensive list of Arabie manuscriptsandother 

sources. Philby's articles deal chiefly with the history of the i'/ahhabIs 



in the Twentieth century, while ~ad Amin and al-~a'idi give very good 

accounts of the life and teachings of the founder. De Gaury, Euting and 

Am1r Shakib Arslan in his comments on NI.l\'/'ayhi<i' s transla-tion of' Stoddard, 

are almost exclusively historical. De Gaury deals chiefly with the 

l;/ahhabi 'ofars against l-fulJ.amma.d 'AlI Pasha of Egypt with emphasis on the 

1'ole of the Sharif of Makkah in that war, his chief source being Burck­

hardt' s Notes on the Bedouins and Ue.hh.à:bys (seeabove p. j 1 ). Euting 

has a chapter on Rashidi affairs at the time tihen that dynasty was at 

the height of its power, and Arslan gives a brief but brilliant essay on 

the history of ~/ahhabism from its rise until modern times. Longrigg 

speaks of the dealings of the ~"la.hhB:bis in Iraq especially their sack of 

the shi'i shrines at Karbala' and Najaf in 1812. The articles by 'Aqqad, 

Dozy, Huart, Phoenix, Wahbah and Zwemer contain authoritative discussions 

on Wahhabi doctrines and practices, as well as historical sketches. 

to, 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

For fUrther, chiefly historical, references the reader is referred 

Rentz, G.S., 

- _____ "' 

Winder, R.B., 

Mul;ammad ibn 'Abd al-\1ahhab (1702/2-1792) 

and the beginnings of the Unitarian Empire 

in Arabia, ftBibliographical Essay" at the 

end of the text, thesis (typescript) 

University of California, June 1948. 

ALiterature on the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ft , 

Hiddle East Journal, Vol. IV, 1950, 

pp. 244-49. 

uBibliography" a typewritten copy of the 

bibliography of his thesis presented at 

Princeton University on the history of the 

i'/a.hhabis in the 19th century. 



RL N"orthern N"egd ...... , op. cit., pp. 327-330. 

x x x 

Detailed information about the doctrinal side of the WahhabI move­

ment is to be found almost solely in Arabie sources. For the origins 

and background a .study' of Ibn Taymiyah and Ibn al-Q.ayyim al-Jawziyah, the 

spiritual fathers of the movement, is indispensable. Fe1-! of their 

numerous writings have, however, been published even in Arabie, and even 

fewer have bean translated into Vestern languages. Lists of their worka, 

and introductory studies of their doctrines, are given in the Encyclopaedia 

of Islam under "Ibn TaimIyah", Vol. II, pp. 421-23 and "Ibn al-~iyim 

al-Dja\'lziyah", Vol. II, pp. 392!93i in the Encyclopaedia of Religion and 

Ethics, edited by James Hastings, New York, Scribner & Sons, 1915, 

under "Ibn Taimiyah" (Vol. VII, p. 72), and in Brockelmann, C., 

Geschichte der Arabischen litteratur, Supplement II, Leyden, Bri1l, 1938, 

pp. 119-126. Some of the writings of Ibn Taymiyah have, hOl"lever, received 

the attention they deserve and have eventually been published, including 

the following: 

Ils Ibn Taymiyah, Taki al-Din AÇmad, Al-siyasah al-shar'iyah 

Ils 

fi i~l~ al-ra'i wa al-ra'iyah, reviewed 

and edited by Dr. 'AlI samI al-Nashshal'and 

AQmad Zak1 'Atiyah, Cairo, Dar a1-kitab 

al-'ArabI, 1951. 

______________ ' Naq4 al-~~ntiq, reviewed and corrected by 

IvIulj9JllIIl8.d ibn 'Abd al-Razzâqijamzah and Sulayman 

ibn 'Abd al-R~an al-~unay', corrected also 

by l~ammad ijamid al-Faqi, lst ed., Cairo 



Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Natba 'at al-Sunnah al-I4u.hammadiyah, . . 
1370 A.H.!1951 A.D. 

_____________ ,' Al-Qawa'id al-nUraniyah al~fiqhiyah, 

reviewed by l'lulJ.ammad ijëmid al-Faqi, Cairo 

t4a~ba'at al-Sunnah a1-l~ammadiyah, 

1370 A.H.!1951 A.D. 

____________ ~, Kitab al~ubuwwat, Cairo, Id~rat al-~iba'ah 

al-muniriyah, 1346 A.H.!1927 A.D. 

__________ , Kitab al-radd 'ala al-r,1a.tttiqiyin, l"lith an 

introduction by Sayyid Su1ayman Nadaui, 

published by tAbd al~amad Sharaf al-Din 

a1-Kutubi, Bombay, a1-Ma~ba'ah al-Qayyimah, 

l3ô8 A.H.!1949 A.D. 

Henri Laoust has made a most worthy achievement in hie translation 

into French of some of Ibn Taym1yah's worka, namely: 

Ils 

DH 

Laoust, H., Contribution à une étude de la méthodologie 

canonique de Tati-d-Din Ahmad b. ' Taimiya, 

Traduction annotée (1) du Ma'arij al-wusijl 

ila ma 'rifat auna usül al-din wa furu'aha 

kad bayanaha ar-Rasül, et (2) d'A1-kayas 

fi-a-§ar' al-Islami, Cairo, Imprimerie de 

l'Institut Francais d'Archéologie Orientale, 

1939. 

____________ , Essai sur les doctrines sociales et politi-

ques de " Tati-d-Din Ahmad b. Taimiya, Cairo, 

Imprimerie de l'Institut Francais d'Archeologie 

Orientale, 1939. 



DH ______________ , Le traité de droit publique d'Ibn Taimiya, 

Traduction annotée de la ~iyasa SartIya, 

Beirut, Institut Francais de Damas, 1948. 

A short but usefUl study of Ibn TaymIyah and of his opposition to 

Süfism and to Ghazali is given in: 

MacDonald, D.B., Development of l-mslim theology, juris-

prudence and constitutional theory, New 

York, Scribners & Sons, 190.;, pp. 270-78; 

28;-85. 

It is only natural that Ibn al-Qayyim should receive lesa attention 

than Ibn TaymIyah, for he was a slavish follower of the latter. Two 

important worka on Ibn Qayyim which are accessible are: 

DH Cooke, F.T., "Ibn Qayyim's Kitab al_RuhR, The Moslem 

vlorld, Vol. XXV, 19)5, pp. l 29ff. 

Ils Vlieger, A. de, Kitab al-Qadr, matériaux pour servir à 

l'étude de la doctrine de la prédestination 

dans la théologie musulmane, a translation 

into French of Ibn al-Qayyim's Kitab al­

Qadar, Leyden, Brill, 190;. 

Among the t'lritings of the ·,Ia.hhabJ:s themsel ves the I!lost important are 

those of the founder MLÙJ.annna.d ibn 'Abd al-\'Tahhab who \irote severaI tracts. 

None of these has yet been published in book form or otherwise, a large 

number of them being still only in marru.script forro. in the British l,tus eum. " . 

The only work by IltulJ.ammad ibn 'Abd al-\'lahhab to which the present writer 

had access is: 



Ils Ibn 'Abd al-~{e.hhab, Mull.ammtd, Hasa 'il al-jfihilIyah al-lati 

khalafa flha Rasül Allah (yallà Allah 

'a1ayhi wa sa11am) ah! al-jahillyah, edited 

and enlarged by Sayyid - Me!.bmÜd Shukrl al­

Alüsl, Cairo, SalafIyah Press, 1348/1929-

Among other representative \·/e.hhabl tracts, the follo\1ing deserve 

special mention: 

Ils 

Ils 

Ibn S~n, Shaykh Salayman, Irshad a1-Ja1ib ila ahamm a1-

maitalib 'i"la minhaj a1-l;.aqq \'-la al-i ttiba ' 

fi mukhalafat ahl a1-jah1 \'la al-ibtida', 

Cairo, al-Manar, 1,40/1921 _ 

_____________ , A1-hadIyah al-sunnlyah wa al-tUQfah al­

\'lahhablyah al-najdlyah, Cairo, Al-Hanar 

Press, 1}44/1925. 

Ibn S~an tried in the former to bring up a number of theological 

problems and give answers as explanatians ta them in accordance with the 

i'!ahhabl vierT-point, while the latter is a collection of five essaya on 

doctrine written by some .. 'ulrunB:' of Najd. l-lention may also be made of 

a pro-~lahhabi treatise dealing with the effect of the i'lahhabi movem.ent 

on the reforms, religious or other, carried out by Ibn SU'üd in the 

Arabian peninsula: 

Ils al-Faqi, Hul;.ammad ijàmid, Athar al-da '''Tah al-VlahhabIyah . 

f! . .eJ.-i\3}8b al-dlnI vla-l- 'UI!lranI fi jazIrat 

al- 'Arab, Cairo, I.fu.~ba 'at al-nahdah, 

1,54/19'5-



The author of this book is the chairman of a pro-';Jahhabi organi­

zation in Egypt called "An~ar al-Sunnah al-l~ammad~yahft, The book ia 

not scientific in its treatment but is of interest as an example of. 

i'lahhabi propaganda. 

The following are worka dealing with the doctrinal side of 

\'lahhabism: 

NYP 

NYP 

Ils 

Ohodzko, A., aLe deisme des ~'lahhabis expliqué par 

eux-mernes", Journal Asiatique, Vol. 9, 

1848, pp. 168-86. 

Oalverly~, Edwin, E., "The doctrines of the Arabian 

'Brethern' ft, Hoslern \'lorld, N. Y., 1921, 

Vol. II, pp. 564-576. 

Diffelen, R. \'/. van, Der leer der \'!ahhabieten, Leyden, 

Brill, 1927. 

This last book,which was originally handed in as a thesis to the 

university of Leyden,contains a usefUl bibliography which lists both 

favourable and unfavourable vlrHings on the 'l'le.hhabiyah (see pp. 81-85). 

To this 1ist must be added an essay of 26 pages by al-'Amili (probably 

a Lebanese Shi 'He Shaykh) entitled Ka.shf al-irtiyab 'an atba' i1ul}ammad 

ibn 'Abd al-\1ahhnb, (X) Damascus, !.fa"t-ba 'at ibn Zaydün, 1546 A.H./1927 A.D., 

~ \ihich Shaykh Rashid Ri<!a ans\'iered in another book entitled A1-Sunnah 

wa al-Shi'ah, (IlS) Oairo, al-I.ranar, 1548 A.H./1929 A.D. 

Ohodzxo presents a very usefUl article on doctrine containine a 

text in Arabic, preceded by an introduction in Persian, \'rhich the author 

claims la tiritten by ~ammad ibn 'Abd al-~'Jahhiib himself, exposing the 

basic doctrine of the ~'lahhabis. A very usefU1 pursuit would be to compare 



Chodzko' s text to/ith the "C8otechism of the ;oJahhabis Il tofritten by Su tud 

and tr80nslated by Burckhardt, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. ,6,ff. 

Finally, Caverley gives the doctrines of the "brethren", an 

organization created by 'Abd 801- tAziz ibn Su tüd. The article throiols 

light on this ore;anizat.ion iOlhich has been little discussed. 



The Vlabhabi Movement (Supplement) 

- JI__ _ 
'Abd al-Ba~it al-Fahuri, TUQfat al-anam, Cairo, 1527. 

al-Alusi, ~fuùpnUd Shukri, Tatimmat Tarikh Najd, 2nd ed., 

Oairo,' al-Matba 'ah al-salafiyah, 1547 A.H. 

/1928-29 A.D. 

DaQlan, ~d ibn Zayni, A1-durar al-saniyah fi al-radd 

'a1a al-';labhabiyah, Bay rut , n.d •• 

~artmann, R., "Die :'lahhabiten", Deutsche ~!orgenlHndische 

Gesel1schaft,Zeitschrift, Vol. III, Leipzig, 

1924, pp. 176-215. 

Kraje11ski, L., nLe triomphe du Uahhabisme", Revue politique 

et parlementaire, Vol. 129, Paris, 1926, 

pp. 260-79. 

Haurizi, V., History of Seyd Said, sultan of Muscat, 

together with an account of the countries 
, 

and people on the shores of the Persian Gulf, 

particularly of the ;'Jahabees •••• , London, 

Booth, 1819. 

N , Auguste de, llNotice sur les Arabes et sur les '."lahabis 11, 

Annales encyclopediques, Vol. 5, Paris, 1818, 

pp. 5-)0. 

OJKinealy, G., "Translation of an Arabie pamphlet on the 

history and doctrines of the VJabhabis, 

"lritten by 'Abdul-Vlabhab the founder of 

'l'lahhabism ll
, Asiatic society of Bengal Journal, 

Vol. 45, Calcutta, 1874, pp. 68-82. 



Prisse d'Avennes, E., "Les :~ahhabi", Société de geographie 

de l'Est bulletin, Vol. 30-31, Paris, 1909, 

pp. 41-47. 

Pr8bster, E., IIDie Uahhabiten und der l,!agrib", Islamica, 

Vol. 7, Leipzig, 1935, pp. 65-112. 

RÎhani, Amin Farts, Arabian peak and desert, London, Constable, 

1930. 

, Around the coasts of Arabia, London, Constable, -------
1930· 

-------, Halœrs of modern Arabia, Boston, Houghton, 

1928. 

, Hulük al-'Arab, 2 Vols., Bayrut, 1925. -------' 
________ , Tarikh Najd, BayrÜt, 1928. 

Schacht, J., 

Zwemer, S., 

"Zur Vlahhabitischen Literatur U, Zeitschrift 

far Semitistik und verwandte Gebiete, Vol. 6, 

Leipzig, 1928, pp. 200-212. 

"The ~·rahabis: their origin, history, tenets, 

and influence", Journal of the transactions 

of the Victoria institute, Vol. 33, London, 

1901, pp. 311-)0. 



CHAPTER II 

The Sanüsiyah Movement 

Before proceeding to worka on the history and doctrine of the 

Sanüslyah movement, it has been thought advisable to mention the follow~ 

ing bibliographical worka which give valuable indications for further 

detalled study. 

NYP 

NYP 

NYP 

Ils 

NIF 

x 

NIP 

Minutilli, F., Bibliografia della Libia, Torino, Bocca, 190;. 

Ceccher1ni, V., Bibliografia della Libia (in continuazione 

alla DBibliografia della Libia" di 

F. Minutil1i, Roma, Bertoro, 1915. 

Societa Italiana per 10 studio della Libia e della albre 

colonie, Archivo bibliografico coloniale (Libia), 

4 vols., Florence, Maggi, 1915-21. 

Pfannm!ller, D.G., Handbuch der Islamliteratur, Berlin & 

Leipzig, de Gruyter, 192;. 

Varley, D.H., A bibliography of Italian colonization in 

Africa with a seetion on Abyssinia, London, 

Royal Empire Society and Royal Institute ot 

International Affaira, 19;6. 

Evans-Pritchard, E.E., Bibliographical notes on members of 

the Sanüsi family, Benghazi, 194:5. 

nA selected bibliography of writings on 

Cyrenaican, African Studies, Johannesburg, 

No. 4, September 1945, pp. 146-50, and No. 5, 

June 1946, pp. 189-94. 



x 

Ils 

x 

Fuller, G.H., A list of references on the Italian colonies 

in Africa, Washington, 1947. 

Crudgington, J.W., "Literature on Arab Libya", The Middle 

East Journal, Vol VI, Spring 19.52, pp. 247-51. 

x x 

The history of the sanUsiyah as a religious order starts in18~7 

when Muhammad ibn 'Ali al-Sanüsi al-Kha~~ab~ al-~asanr al-Idrisi, who 

belonged to a learned and noble family, established the first centre of 

his religious order (zawiyah) at AbI Qubays in the vicinity of Makkah. 

Previous to that date, he had travelled all over ~orth Africa and Arabia; 

visiting Morocco, Algeria, Cyrenaica (Bar4ah), Egypt, the Hijaz and the 

Yaman; and in the course of these travels had acquired an intimate 

knowledge of the state of Islam in much of the Muslim world; he noticed 

its i11s and weaknesses and studied the teachings of many of the 2üfi 

orders in North Africa. 

It was not unti1 1842 that he estab1ished his firet zawiyah in Libya 

(Lübya or Libya) or more precisely, Cyrenaica, where he decided to spend 

the rest of his life amid the desert wastes spreading his teachings and 

organizing his fo110wers into a re1igious confraternity. This firet 

zawiyah came to be known as al-Bayd~. 

At this time, the whole of Libya was under direct Ottoman authority, 

the former indirect administration through the Qaramanli beys having been 

ended in 18~ when a ~ from Istambul took over the government of the 

country. The new system of administration lasted until the Turco-Italian 

War of 1911, Ottoman sovereignty ceased and the country passed into 

Italian bands. 



During the Italian occupation, the San~s;s proved themselves ardent 

guerilla warriors and lovers of the self-rule which they had enjoyed to 

a large extent under the Ottoman r~gime. 

Until 1922 the Italian colonial authorities tried a policy of 

rapprochement, hoping to win the allegiance of the Sanus;s by granting 

them some degree of self-government. After the Fascist régime had come 

to power, however, the Italian administrators could no longer restrain 

their ambitions and by 19;2 had suppressed every agitation for freedom 

with exemplary severity. Yet they could not completely dismember the 

sanüsis, and in the second world war the sanüsis played a sign1f'icant role 
the 

on the North African front at the side of the Allies. W1th~end of the 

war Libya was put under the Trusteeship Council of the United Nations 

and in 19,52 becama an independent federal state headed by His Majesty 

al-Sayyid Idris al-San~sr, a descendant and the sucees sor of the great 

Sa.rWs~ of 11 ttle more than a hundred years ago. 

Among the travel books which give interesting and useful glimpses 

of life in the Libyan Desert are:-

NYP Rohlfs, G., Kufra, Leipzig, Brockhaus, 1881. 

RL Forbes, R.,' The secret of the Sahara:- Kufara, London, 

1921. 

These are the most important travel books dealing with the area in which 

the Sanüsis established themselves. 
(l$ 

For the Sanus;yah movement bothï' religious order and a political 

force and for an overall view of its importance, the following worka are 

valuable. 

NYP Rinn, L., Marabouts et Khouan, étude sur l'Islam en 

Alger1e avec une carte indiquant la marche, 



NYP 

NYP 

Ils 

x 

DH 

Ils 

Ils 

NYP 

X 
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la situation et l'importance des ordres 
Al,fej, 

religieux musulmans1'Jourdan, 1884, esp. 

pp. 481-515. 

Duveyrier, H., La confrérie musulmane de Sidi Mohammed 

ben Ali es-Senousi et son domaine géographique, 

Paris, Soc~~ de Geographie, 1886. 

Bourbon deI Monte, St. M., L'Is1amismo e la Confraternit! 

Insabato, E., 

, 
del Senussi, Città di Castello, Tipografia 

dell'Unione Artigrafiche, 1912, pp. 86-246. 

L'Islam et la pOlitique des Alliés, trans1ated 

from the Italian by Magli-Boisnard, Paris, 

Berger-Levrault, 1920, pp. 39-77. 

--------------, "La Senussia", Affrica, (periodica1), 1950-51. 

Marg1iouth, D.S., "Sanüsr", Encyclopeadia of Religion and 

Forbes, R.,' 

(Anonymous) , 

Ethics, edited by James· Hastings, Vol. IX, 

New York, Scribner's, 1921, pp. 194-96. 

'The Senussi as a factor in North African 

development", Journal of the Royal Central 

Asian Society, Vol. VIII, 1921, pp. 168-82. 

"al-San~sr', Encyclopeadia of Islam, Vol.IV, 

Leyden and London, Brill and Luzac, 

pp. 154-55. 

Canta1upo, R., L'I ta1ia Musu1mana, 2nd id., Rome, Ita1ia 

d'Oltremare, 1929, especially pp. 104-15. 

Adams, C. C., nThe Sanusiya ordern, Handbook on Cyrenaica, 

Cairo, British Mi1itary Administration, 1945. 



Ils 

DH 

x 

Shukri, Muhammad Fu 'ad, Al-Sanüslyah din wa dawlah, Cairo, 

Evans - Pritchard, E.E., The Sanusi of Cyrenaica, London, 

Oxford University Press, 1949. 

tA"ad, 'Abbas MahmUd al-, Al-Islam fi~-qarn al-'ishrin, 

Cairo, Dar a1-kutub al-hadithah, 19,54. 

Until ShUkrI and Evans-Pritchard wrote their books in 1948 and 1949 

respective1y, Duveyrier was considered the standard work on the Sa.nüsts. 

But as know1edge about the Sanüsis has increased, Duveyrier's book has been 

found to suffer from "an over-emphasis on the po11tical threat of ~Whdism" 

and to be "bad1y dated";what-ever that may mean. Duveyrier, on the other 

hand, tries to trace the "geographical development of the intellectual 

conquests w2 of the Sanüslyah, and whatever criticisms may be made, his 

work still commands attention for the valuable information it contains. 

Along with Shukr! and Evans-Pritchard it remains a chief source of infor-

mation on the Sanüsis. 

Insabato in L'Islam et la politique des Alliés considers the 9ùfi 

aspects of the movement and seeka to prove that there is no fundamemtal 

dif'f'erence bet~/een their teachings and those ol' Christianity. He laya 

special emphasis on the 9üf1 aspects of Islam and takes the Sanüslyah as 

an example of a flourishing eüfi order. He discusses it chiefly in 

Chapters IV, V and VI and deals with its history, doctrines and internaI 

organization respectively. "La Senussia", aiso by Insabato)has been 

described as "the most objective Italian treatment of the subject •••• ·,. 

lCrudgington, op. cit., p. 248. 

2 
Duveyrier, op. ' cit., p. 4. 

'C ru dgingt on , op. cit., p. 24e. 



He was one of the a~ente of the Italians in touch with the Sanüsls before o· . 

the Tripoli landings, and is said by Crudgington to have tried to dis pel 

many of the antagonistic concepts concerning the Sanüsl which had 

characterized Italian writings.1 As this article is not availablo in the 

libraries which the present writer has been able to consult, he has not 

had an opportunity to verif'y Crudgington~ opinion. Rinn's work i6 often 

quoted by Shukri as another authoritative and dispassionate treatment, 

describing the political attitude of the Sanüsis as weIl as their military 

power and organization and their religious doctrines.
2 

The articles in 

the Encyclopaadia of Islam and in the Encyclopaadia of Religion and Ethics 

deal weIl with the origin, spread and political role which the sanUsiyah 

has played and is likely to continue playing in North Africa. The 

EncycloPladia of Islam also traces the doctrinal roots of the order. 

Rosita Forbes considera the origin and spread of the Sanüa~yah, as 

weIl as the role which it played du ring , before and after the tirst 

world war. 

Bourbon deI Monte, an authority on the subject, tried to prove that 

"there was no evidence that the Sanüs~ were anti-Italian and predicted 

that good relations could be established vith the order·.' He also 

discussed the history, doctrine, organization and politics of the order. 

The study is extensive and illuminating. Cantalupo, who was Under-Secretary. 

for the Colonies under the Fascists, stresses "the importance of the 

• 

2Shukri, op. cit., pp. 60-61 and passine 

'Crudgington, op. cit., p. 249 • 



influence that the Sanüsi exerted upon the life of the desert ' Bedouinll • 

He also devotes a short section to the origin and development of the order 

and another to Italy's relations with it. 

Of the Arabie authors, Shulcrl deserves special mention. In a very 

informative treatment, he deals with all aspects of the Sanüs~yah with 

special emphasis on its more recent history. He makes a favourable 

appraisal of its teachings and appreciates what it has been able to 

achieve for Arab Libya. His information is drawn chiefly from the writings 

of, and persona! contacts with, the Sanüsis themselves. He tries to 

prove that the S~s~yah can provide a suitable basis for the establish­

ment of a state and, in this way, vindicates the demand of the Sanüs~s 

for Libyan independence. Unfortunately, the book suffers from poor 

exposition and arrangement of the valuable material it contains. Rad 

the author followed a more systematic method, many repetitions would have: 

been avoided. This, however, may seem a minor matter compared to the 

int1ma.te knowledge of the subject that the author disp1ays. 'A~~ad, on 

the other hand, treata the subject very hasti1y and provides, at best, 

only a brief introductory essaye 

The following worka de al chiefly with the history of Libya in the 

nineteenth century and the rise and development of the Sanüsiyah during 

that time. 

Ils 

1Ibid , p. 249 • 

ILes Senoussiya en fripolitaine l , Revue 

du Monde M.tsulman, Vol. l, December 1906, 

pp. 168-82. 
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RL Hassanein, AQmad M~ammad, The Lost Oases, London, Butter-

worth, 1925, especially pp. 56-67 

NYP Coro, F., Settantasei anni di dominazione Turca in LiBla 

l8~5-l9ll, Tri~oli, Maggi, 19~7. 

x Cachia, A. J~, Lybia under the second Ottoman occupation: 

1825-1911, Tripoli, 1945. 

PUL Aglietti, B., 'La confraternità senussitaA, Oriente 

Moderno, Vol. 26, January - Jime 1946, 

pp. 2-12, also July -December 1946,pp. 6?-69. 

~A.L.~· gives a clear exposé of the political relations of the 
-

Sanüsls with the Ottomans and adds considerable information on the 

Sanüs~s themaelves. Hassanein, discusses the history and organization of 

the S~s~yah in a useful and informative manner. Aglietti gives 'an 

account of the origin, development, and contacts of the Sanuasi [Sanüs~] 

with England, France and Italy, and argues that the intemperance, xenophobia, 

and inability of certain leaders were responsible for campe11ing Italy 

to assume direct administration of inner Cyrenaica,l. Coro and Cachia 

both give accounts of the history of Libya after 18;5 when it fell under 

Ottoman control; they are indispensable reading for a general idea of the 

conditions in which the San~ rose. 

The history of the Sanüs;yah in the twentieth century is closely 

related to that of the Italian occupation of Liby,a from 1912 onwards. 

Most of the important worka on this period are in Italian, and it must be 

pointed out that the majority of these are biased and, though often 

containing valuable information, need be read critically. 

lCrudgington, op. cit., p. 248 • 



NYP 

x 

NYP 

NYF 

NYP 

NYP 

x 

x 

NYP 

NIP 

~~lvezzi de Medici, A., L'Italia e l'Islam in Libia, 

Firenze, Treves, 191,. 

Acquaviva, S., Il problema 1ibico et il Senussismo, Rome~ 

Meriano, F., 

Gabelli, O., 

Giglio, O., 

Serra, F., 

1917. 

La Questione di Giarabub, Bolgna, 

Lanichelli, 1926. 

La Tripo1itania dalla fine della guerra 

mondiale all'avvento delFascismo, 2 Vols., 

Rome, 19,2, (Intra, 19,7-,9). 

La confraterni tà Senussi ta dall 'e sue origini 

ad oggi, Padua, Oedam, 19,2. 

Italia e Senussia (ve~'anni di azione 

coloniale in Cirenaica), I\1ilano, Treves-

Treccani-Tumminelli, 19". 

Al-Lajnah al-~arabulsiyah bi Mi~r, lfin al-,Qmnah al-trarabulsiyah 

ila al-'alam al-Islam! - al-Ummah al­

)arabulsiyah tastaghIth min fa~a'i al­

I)aliyin, n.à •• 

ijad~d " ~~ammad 'AlI al-, ~4ir Iar~s al-Gharb, Vol. l, 

Baghdad, 19,7. 

Arslan, al-AmIr Shakib, "Les Juifs se rappellent maintenant 

que les Arabes ont souffert en Libye", La 

Nation Arab~Revue Mensuelle, No. 20, 21, 

Vol. VIII, Geneva 19;8, pp. 1171-72. 

------" ILes pl~tes des ~rusulmans de Libye'" 

La Nation Arabe, Revue Mensuelle, No. 20, 21, 

Vol. VIII, Geneva 19;8, PP.. 1085-98. 



x 

Ils 

NYP 

Arberry, A.J. and Landau, R., [eds.J, Islam to-day" 

London, Faber and Faber, 1942, pp. 106-11~. 

Cumming, D.C., 'The modern history of CyrenaicaR
, 

Hè.ndbook on Cyrenaica, Cairo, British. 

~ülitary Administration, 1945. 

Rivlin, B., 'Unit y and nationalism in Libyan, 

Middle East Journal, Vol. III, Jan. 1949,. 

pp. }1-44. 

Fo rnani , 'La Senussia in Tripolitania', Rassegna 

Italiana, Vol. 27, ~~rch 19,50, pp. l69-77~ 

The main concern of the Italians during the period in which they ' 

ruled Libya was to arrive at some kind of settlement whereby they could 

retain their hold over the country, and at the sam.e time make their .,stay- a 

profitable one. With the sanÜsis organizing an often effectiveresistanaej 

and clamouring constantly for self-government, these aims proved difficult 

to achieve. 

After the establishment of the Fascist régime in 1922, the Libyans 

were depri ved of the small degree of autonomy which they had hi therto . 

enjoyed, and continuous unrest ensued. Intheir discUssions of this 

situation, Italian writers tried to analyze conditions in Libya and suggest 

solutions which might lead to the pacification of the country. They 

invariably recognized the power of the sanijsis, but advocated different 

policies to deal with them. Malvezzi de Madici 'an official of the 

Colonial Office at the time, insisted that Arab cooperation was indispen~ 

sible for a better administration of the Colonyal; and although his book 

lcrudgington, op. cit., p. 249. 



makes only a passing mention of the SanÜ~ proper, it is still important 

for showing Italy's attitude towards her Muslim subjects. Acquaviva 

·proposed a Sanüsl kingdom under an Italian protectorate as the only 

practical course of aetion"l • On the other hand, Giglio advooa~d force 

indealing with Arab resistancej his book, however gives informative 

accounts of the founder of the saniis3:yah and of its doctrine and organiza­

tion, and describes its role in the Turco-Italian \'{ar of 1911-12 and the 

tirst world war. pp. XIIL - XIV provide a short bibliography on these 

subjects. 

Meriano maintained Uthat the fUndamental error in the occupation. 

had been not to recognize the importance of the San\is.~ and to deal with 

them from the startll2• His book containe rive chapters which are of. 

direct relevance for our purpose, dealing with the attitude of the con­

fraternity towards the OAliphate, its religious doctrines, its history­

and its activities af'ter Italian occupation. Serra covers almost the.:. 

same range, claiming that since the Italian occupation the Sanüstyah had 

begun to show signa of weakness; later developments in ~ Libyanpolitié's 

were to disprove this opinion. 

Gabelli discusses deve10pments in Libya between 1912 and 1930. His 

book is one of the "Storia della Libia" series sponsored hy the Fascist 

Oolonial Institute and is extremely biased'. It deals with the Arabs in 

Libya generally and not exclusively with the Sanüsiyah. 

IIbid, p. 249 • 

2Ibid, p. 249 • 

'Ibid, p. 249 • 



A more objective work than Gabelli'e is the chapter by ~lmming in 

the Handbook on Cyrenaica. This gives a good summary of the history of 

Libya t'rom the beginning of Italian occupation until the second world war. 

ijaddad's book is an account in Arabie of that same periode Chapter VIIi 

of Arberry's and Landau's work is another general survey of events in 

L~bya with particular stress on the modern periode 

The writings of Amir Shaldb Arslan in his La Nation Ar§be,. and the:J 

publication of al-Lajne.h al-Tarabulsiyah bi t.ü.~r are interesting documents . 

showing the concern of the Arabs and Muslims generally over what was 

happening in: Libya, as well as Libya's hopes of what an appeal to all 

1fuslims and Arabs might produc.e. 

Fornani Idiscusses the internal conflict among the various Arab 

factions and the futile attempt of the sanUsi to extend their authority 

into Tripolitania between.l9l; and 1922·.~. Finally R;ivlin deals with. 

developments in Libya after World War IIi at the same time mentioning 

the attitudes of the Great Powers. He describes the political a1ms of 

Idr~s al-San~sJ, his influence on the people and his attitudes towards. 

Arab nationalism generally. Rivlin dso makes mention of the faotors 

making for unit Y and separation in Libya to~day. The article is well-

written and throws light on the present-day polioies of independent Libya. 

x x x 

The Sanüs~yah as a religious fraternity follows the general pattern. 

of the mahy s1milar t'rat e mi ties in North At'rioa but can be dist1nguishe.d 

t'rom them in two important respects. First, the teaohings of its founders 

oall for a return to the mainsprings of Islam, the Qur'an and Sunnahj 

lIbid, p. 250 • 



and secondly, the san'Üsiyah trom its very beginning was destined to play­

a political as weIl as a religious roie. This last feature became all the 

more marked in , the Twentieth century. 

It will be noticed that in these two respects as in many others the: 

Sanüslyah seems remarkably similar to the \'lahhë:biyah of Arabia. What 

distinguishes them trom each other is that, while the \'lahhabIs were ' 

essentially anti-~üfi in ,their re1igious out1ook and had to fight witit 

fellow Arabs and fellow-Mus1ims to spread their teachings, the Sanüs,t,s had 

definite ~üf; leanings and fought chiefly against Western colonizers. 

Indeed the sanüsiyah movement might not have developed into a militant 

organization had it not been for the alien environment in which it grew 

and the experiences of its founder in the French-occupied part of North, 

Africa. 

The chief source of Sanüs~ doctrine is in the writings of the 

San~sls themse1ves. Of the worka of the founder the following two seem 

to be the most outstanding:-

X a1-Sanüsi al Kha~~~bi, MuQammad ibn 'AlI, Kitib iq~i al-

NYP 

wasMn f'f .. a1- 'ama1 bil-lJ.ad~ th wa.a1-Qur 'in, 

published by the author's grands on ~ammad 

Idr~s aI-I~di al-Sanüs;, Cairo, 1)49 A.H. 

/19;0 :A. n 

______________ ~, Kitab al-masi'il al-'ashral-musamma bughyat 

al-ma~ fi khu1a)!at al-maraliid, n.p., n.d .. 

The first of these two books urges ~rus1ims to follow the Qurtan and 

ijadith, whi1e the second is a treatise dealing with a variety of theolo­

gical subject such as ~, ijtihad, tallid and ijadith. 

These, however, are not the only works of the founder. A descriptiv~ 



1ist of his writings 1s given~ in ShukrI, op. cit.,pp. 41-44. 

Of literature in \'1estern Languages on the Sanüst doctrines and 

practices, the fo110wing are noteworthy:-

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

NYP 

NIP 

Depont, O. and Cappolani, X., Les Confr;ries re1igieuses ­

musulmanes, Alger, Jourdan, 1897, pp. 21~14, 

219-20, 22;, 5;9-68. 

Pommerol, J-., L'Is1rum africain, chez ceux qui gettent, 

Paris, Fontemoing, 1901-02, especially -pp.;;l­

;2, ;6~64. 

Macdonald, D.B."Deve10pment of Mus1im theology' jurispru-~ 

Ducati, B., 

Lo Bello, F., 

dence and consJtitutional theory' New York, 

Scribner's sons, 190;, pp. 61-6; 

'Lo stato senussita", Rassegna Italiana, 

Vol. XI, Feb. 1928, pp. 175-82. 

"La confraternità dei Senussia, Rassegna 

Italiana, Vol. XI, July 1928, pp. 650-56. 

Depont and Cappolani deal \'lith the fraternities of North Af'rica 

general1y -and they devote to the SanüsIyah only one section of 

their :voluminous book (pp. 5;9-68); neverlheless" Bince the North African 

orders have ma.ny aspects in common, a reading of the \'lho1e book mayprove 

profitable, or, at 1east, of the sections of it dealing with the ~dirIyah 

and MIrghanIyah orders. Pommerol's work is principally-a narrative of 

his experiences in North Africa, but in the preface to the second edition 

(p. iii.), he says that it is chiefly 1'lith nSnoussisme" and its influence 

that he wants to deal. Particularly noteworthy are the French translations 

of a SanüsI wird on pages ;;1-;2 and ;6;-4. Compared with that of Depont 



and Cappolani, however, Pommerol~s work is of secondary importance. 

Macdonald in the very few pages he devotes to the Sanüstyah, cannot 

be expected to say much about itj but, he gives us a clear and succinct 

summary laying particular stress on the doctrinal side. 

Ducati and Lo Bello discuss how far the religious doctrines of the 

sanüsiyah effected its political attitude. Ducati maintained that its 

mystic teaching~ were responsible for making the order a ld.nd of state_: 

within: a state. Lo Bello opposed this thesis, pointing out that the 

Sanüsls did not assume a defini~ve political role until the Italian~ 

occupation of Libya1• 

IIbid, p. 248 • 



\ 

The Sanüsiyah (Supplement) 

Kremer, A. von, Geschichte der herrschenden Ideen des Islams. 

'Azzâ.m, A. R., 

Der Gottesbegriff, die Prophetie und die 

Staatsidee, Leipzig, Brockhaus, 1868. 

nHei~e, Sekten und Religi8se Ordan in; 

Tripolis", Der Neue Orient, ) fg., Vol. 6, 

Heft 18, pp. 24)_l~7. 

Hartmann, M., . • Aus~em rel igi8se1\ Leben der Li byschen \'laste ft , 

Archiv far Religionswissenschaft, Vol. l, 

1898, pp. 260-74. 

Sch\'1ally, F., nZur Heiligenverehrung 1m modernen: Islam 

Syriens und Nordafrikas', Archiv far 

Religionswissenschaft, Vol. VIII, 1905, 

pp. 85-96. 

Barclay, Sir Th., The Turco-Italian War and its problems, 

London 1912. 

Hachaichi, M1~ammed ibn, Voyages au pays des Senoussia, 

Paris, Callamel, 1912. 

Sommerfeld, A., La guerra italo-turca e le sue consguenze, 

translated into German by Mario Mariani, 

Berlin, 1912. 

Shahbandar zadé AQmad ijilmi, Tarihi Islam, 2 vols., Istambul, 

1)26-27 A.H./19Q8-09 C.E. 

\'/ililiams, G., 

N N. , 

TI2 the bands of the Senoussi, 

2auie ed Ichuan Senussite della Tripoli­

tania, 1917. 



NYP 

NYP. 

NYP 

Graziani, R., Cirenaica pacif'icata, r·filano, l>-!ondadori, 

19;2. 

,Verso il Fezzan, Tripoli, 1929. 

, La riconquista del Fezzan~ Milan, 19;4. 

[Ministry of \var], Campagna di Libia, 5 Vols., Rome 1922-27. 



CHAPTER II] 

Al-Azhar Mosque and University 
(359 A.H./970 A.D. - ) 

Al-Azhar mosque was buil t in the newly founded city of Cairo in': 

970 A.D. by Jawhar al- ~iqilli (the Sicilian), during the reign of the 

tirst Fa~imid Sul ~an Abü Tam1m Ma 'ad, kno-wn as al-Mu. 'izz li-D;n All~ . 

()4l A.H./9,52 A.D. - 365 A.H./975 A.D.). Like other institutions it 

passed through various stages of prosperity and decline during its long 

career, and was periodically enlarged. 

Having made Cairo their political capital, the Fa~imids established 

al-Azhar to be the center of their spiritual power. As such its purpose 

was to propagate the Isma'il1 shi'~ rite which the Fa~imids followed. 

For a time, the teaching of any doctrine other than shi 'ism within the 

mosque :''las prohibited. 

So successful were the lectures of lbs K!llis, minister of al-Mu'izz, 

that he ''1as encouraged to ask al-Aziz (,66 A,R-/976 A.D_386AH/996A.n), 

the latter~s successo~ to make al-Azhar an academy. Al-Aziz readily 

agreed, and Abù YatqÜb was appointed fïrst rector. From then on, al-Azhar 

became more and more famous as a seat of Islamic learning, and benef'actors 

competed in donating cash or foodstuf'f's, building annexes and making 

additions, often of great value, to its library. 

The subjects taught were exclusively religious, and chiefly concerned 

with jurisprudence. It is said however that ma1:hematics, astronomy, 

medicine and geography were also taught, particularly after the decline 

- If. If- -



of the Dar a1-ijikmah which was founded in Cairo by the Fa~imid Ca1iph 

al-ij~ in 1005 A.D. 

~a1àh a1-Din al~AyyÜbi, who succeeded the Fa~imids in Egypt in 1171, 

being an ardent sunnl, neglected al-Azhar and established in Egypt 

several rival institutions which~taught the Arabie language and Muslim 

religious subjects according to thè sunni doctrine. His successors 

followed in his footsteps and for almost a whole century Al-Azhar fell 

into complete stagnation. 

In 1260, however, under the MamlUk ruler,:: al-Malik al-Zàhir Baybars, 

attention was redirected to al-Azhar, w.hich rapid1y revived. The Mongol 

invasion which created havoc in Syria and Iraq, but did not touch:Egypt, 

1eft al-Azhar \>lithout a rival as the most important center of learning 

in the Muslim ''1orld. The chief subjects of study were religion: and the 

Arabic language; other secular subjects were taught but few were interested 

in them. 

With the Ottoman conque st of the Arab World in 1516-17; al-Azhar once 

again fel1 into decay; constant disorder and i11-treatment of the 'ulamâ' : 

para1yzed cultural activity. Courses nevertheless continued to be given 

but no important contributions were made to learning. It is known _ that 

the study of sciences, however meagre it had been before, was now 

completely abandoned. 

This situation continued until the reign of ~ammad 'AlI, Pasha of 

Egypt (1806-1849), who took an interest in al-Azhar to the extent of 

including Azharites in the educational missions whichhe sent to Europe. 

Among them were soma who proved amp1y equal to the opportunity thus offered, 

notab1y Rifa'ah Bey a1-~ah~a:wi who is considered the most outstanding 



literary figure of his age. 

During the Hineteenth century al-Azhar !Ully regained its eminence 

in the Muslim world. It was not yet ready, however, to nuù~e any serious 

reform in its educational system, insisting rather on preserving its 

medieval administrative and curricular structure. It thus became a 

stronghold of conservatism in the Islamic and Arab World and was much ~ 

need of reforme 

The first efforts in that direction were made at the end of the 

tlineteenth century by S~kh !'h.ùJ.amma.d 'Abduh, at whose instance significant 

steps were taken towards modernisation. His achievements still left much 

to be desired, but led to an , increasing realization of the necessity 

of reforme Thus, for al-Azhar, the twentieth century opened an era of 

transformation which is still going on. 

Among books dealing with al-Azhar generally ~ - its history, aima, 

administration, budget etc. - , the fo~lowing are of note: 

NIP 

NYP 

NYP 

Ils 

Bayram, MU~~af~, Risalah fi tarIkh~al-Azhar, Cairo, 

Ma\ba'at at Tamaddun, Cairo 1}21 A.H./ 

190} A· ~;. 

Calamè, G., 

Vollers, K., 

aLa mosquée - université al-Azhar n, 

Revue Internationale de l'Enseignement, 

Vol. 46, 1903, pp. 481-50}. 

'Ut~n al-Mawlawi, AI-Tawajju' al-akbar 

tala lisan al-jamital-Azhar, Cairo, n.d., 

[but early 20th c. or late 19th c.] 

nAzhar", EncycloPAadia of Islam~ Vol. l, 

Leyden and London, Brill and Luzac, 1913, 

pp. 532-39. 



II8 

Ils 

Dwme, J.H., An introduction to the history of education 

in modern Egypt,London, Luzac, 19,a. 

Zwemer, S.lvi. , . Hèirs of the Prophets, Ohicago, Moody 

Bible Institute, 1946, pp. 68-81. 

(Anonymous), 

(Anonymous ) , 

Al-jWn!tal-Azhar, nubdhah 'an tarikhihi 

wa a'~l1h, 261 - 1270 A.H., Oairo, 

Ma~batat al-Azhar, 19,50. 

Al-Azhar University (A.H. 261-1270), its 

history and work, Oairo, al-Azhar University 

Press, 19,50. 

The article in the Encyclopeadia of Islam ia an excellent study of 

the historical phases through which al-Azhar passed, and also describes 

the I~sque 1tself, curr1culum, and general trends in religious educatio~ 

A valuable bibliography is appended. 

Bayram's work, which is a pamphlet containing the ten of a speech. 

delivered at the 12th conference of orientalists held at Hamburg 1~. 

September 1902, presents a careful study of the history, administration 

and cur.r1culum of al-Azhar. Oalamé relates the history with special 

emphas1s on the reform movement inaugurated by Io.ful}.amma.d 'Abduh. 

Zwemer describes the masque, its students, staff, history, and 

rules of' admission, and appraises Hs historical importance; but the in-

formation given ls more touristic than scholarly. 

The Azhar University Press publication is a very useful short 

pamphlet wh1ch gives a remarkably clear picture of al-Azhar's history, 

system of education and recent development. The ananymous Eng11sh work 

ment10ned above 1s a tranalation of it. 



AI-I'fu.\1~il!, a poet, has composed a qa~ldah lamenting the ancient 

glory of al-Azhar, \'lhich he thought had. been lost at the time he wrote. 

Under this section must al so be mentioned the Revue du Nonde l-1usulman, 

which contains numerous articles on different aspects at al-Azhar. Of 

these the follo\'fing are some of the best: Vol. I, p. 277, 421. Vol. VI, 

pp. 280-8" Vol. V~I, pp. 447-48. Vol. IX, p. 515. 

The under~mentioned works deal almost exclusively with the history 

of al-Azhar: 

NYP al-IJanaf!, al-Zayyatl, Sulaym::'an Rashad, Kanz al-jawhar rl 

tarlkh al-Azhar, Oairo, 1,22 A.H.[l904 A.D.] 

NYP Arminj on, P., aLes universités ~rusulmanes d'Egypte D, 

Revue de Paris, Vol. V, Ilth year, 1904, 

NYP (Anonymous) "Al-Azhar, tarlkhuhu \ .. a 'u1ümuhu lia 

tal8:midhatuhu", al-Hilal, Vol. XVII, 

Oct. 1908 - July 1909, pp. ~1-49. 

PUL Abü al-'UyÙn, ~lfallmÜd, AV-Azhar, Oairo, al-Azhar Press, 1949-

PUL ~ünistère de l'Instruction Publique, Service de Oonservati n 

des Monuments Arabes, Notice historique sur la moaquée nEl-

Azhar à l'occasion de la visite de ce 

monument par les hotes de l'Eg,ypt au ving' . t-
,-' 

Cinquième anniversaire de l'Université Fouad 

el-Awal, Oairo, Imprimerie nationale, 1950. 

Al-ijanafI relates the history of the Azhar from its establishment and 

although he rarely mentions an authority to support his statements, his 

account i6 generally accurate and useful. His method is to take the 



Rectors of al-Azhar one after the other and discuss events during the 

rectorship of each. 

Arminjon deals not only with al-Azhar but also with other muslim 

religious schools in Egypti the bulk of his information, however, i8 o~ 

al-Azhar's history both old and modern. 

The article inal-ijilBl gives glimpses of the history of al-AZhar 

rather than a continuous account. It mentions the courses given, the 

degreee awarded and the repartition of the students by seèts at the dat& 

of writing. As far as it goes, the article is good and informative. 

Abü altUyÜn, general secretary of al-Azhar, is mainly concerned wit~ 

history but also discusses the reforma of modern times and matters of in~ 

ternal organization and administration. His book is highly informative 

though no attempts at analysis are made. The pamphlet issued by the 

Egyptian Ministry of Education is primarily addressed to tourists and 

all it contains is a sketc~ of the history·of al-Azhar, in English and 

French, and two good photographs of al-Azhar mosque. 

For literature stressing the recent history of al-Azhar and the reforma 

of the later nineteenth and early twentieth century, the following are 

useful! 

Heidborn, A., 

(Anonymous) , 

ftA MUslim university", Imperial Quarterly 

Review, series ;, Vol. XVI, 190;, pp. ;00-26. 

"The Khedive and El-Azhar·, Moslem World, 

Vol. XVI, 1926, pp. 1;1-57. 

al-Maraghi, Shaykh )'fu~~afa, liA defence of the reforma in": 

al-Azhar, 11 Islamic World, Vol. 7, 192~ 

pp. 155-68, also in Moslem World, Vol.19, 



Adams, C.C., 

pp. 185-95, 1929. 

Islam and Modernism in- Egypt, London, Oxford Uni­

versity Press, 1933, pp. 27-31. 

Ri4~, Shaykh Rashid, A1-~~ar waal-Azhar, Cairo, Ma~ba'at 

al-Manar, 1)53 A.H./19;4 C.E. 

ijasanayn Bey, MulJ.ammad Khal!!, UFourteen years at the Azharu, 

Moslem World, Vol. 31, 1941, pp. 69-73. 

al-~a'idi, 'Abd al-l-hlt'al, Tarikh al-iE}l8:h rl.aJ.-Azhar, 

Cairo, Ma~ba'at al-I'timàd, 1943. 

al-~aw8:hiri, Fakhr al-Dln a1-AQmadl, Al-Siyasah wa~-Azhar 

min mudhakkarat Shaylch al-Islam al-iaw8:hiri, 

Cairo, Ma~ba'at al-I't1mB:d, 1945. 

AmIn, 'Uthmàn, ~ruhammad tAbduh, transe from the Arabie by 

Charles Wendell, Ameriean Couneil of Learned 

Soeieties, \'1ashington, D.C., 1953, pp. 77 ... 79. 

When al-Azhar wae firet establiehed the edueational system and 

administrative set up was very simple: at the head stood the Shaykh 

al-Azhar or Reetor, whose authority was absolute and whose decisions on 

all questionsW3re final. Though he sometimes conferred with other 'ulama', 

he was under no legal obligation to do so. 

To beeome a student at al-Azhar all one had to do was to go in and 

listen to the lecturing 'alim. No conditions for admission were imposed 

or qualifications required of the student. He could choose any course he 

wanted and stay as long as he desired. There were no examinations and 

the only test of competence was ability to lecture on some particular 

branch of Muslim learning. When a student deemed himself possessed of 

such abHity, he sought the permission of his professors to giveL proof 



of it and if permitted chose one of the columns and began to give lectures. 

If he proved capable he would stay on as a lecturer and eventually be 

formally recognized by the Rector and his colleagues as an talim of 

al-Azhar. If, on the other hand, he failed to draw enough students he 

would be advised or l'lould himself decide to reaume hia studies under lj.ore 

learned professora. Other studenta, after attending lectures for a number 

of years, might decide not to make their careera at al-Azharj they could, 

after receiving certificates from their professors qualifY as canon-Iawyers, 

judges in Sharitah courts, teachers in other schools or Prayer-Leaders in 

the mosques, depending on the testimonials they had secured from their 

professors or from the Rector of al-Azhar. 

The courses given were based on commentaries on the work or works of 

some outstanding scholar of the tAbbasid periode Only rarely did the 

students have before them the text \ihich formed the subjeét of the teacher's 

lectures. Their dut y \-ras to take notes and read connnentaries on the 

original text or even commentariea on a commentary of thattext. These 

commentaries they often memorized. 

The main courses were: The traditional sciences (al-tulüm al-~liyah) 

which included dogmatic theology (tilm al-kalam) and ~ilm al-taw~Id), 

exegesis (tafsIr) J tradition (lladIth), Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh), the 

principlea of jurisprudence (uli~ al- fiq;h) , Islamic mysticism (ta~a\'lWUf) 

and ethics (tilm al-Akhlaq). There were also the rational sciences 

(al-tulÜm al- taqlIyah) which included grammar and syntax (~arf wa n~u) 

prosody (tilm al- tarii4) , rhetoric (tilm al-balaghah) which l'laS subdivided 

into matanI, bayan and badi t , and logic (tilm al-mantiq). History, geog­

raphy, physics, chemistry, mathematics and other natural sciences were 

utterly neglected, even in the Nineteenth century. 



The first serious attempt to reform this system was undertaken by 

Khedive Ismatil during the Rectorship of Hul].e.mmad tAbbas al-MahdI in 

1872. A law was then passed requiring al-Azhar to give official diplomas 

to its graduates. The candidate for su ch a diploma was to take an . examina-

tion before a committee of tulama t chosen by the Rector. Successful 

candidates would be given the tÂlimIyah diploma, which carried with it 

the highly respected title of talim. 

In 189), through the efforts of Mul].e.mmad tAbduh, another la'i was 

passed, providing for fUrther reforms in the internaI organization of 

al-Azhar. Among other things it provided for a fixed permanent grant 

from the State treasury, the systematization of stipends, allowances etc ••• , 

raising of the teacher's stipends and improvement of the living conditions 

of the resident students. In addition, the study of arithmetic, algebra, 

geometry, geography and history of Islam were introduced as compulsory 

subjects. 

In 1911 the third wave of reforms began when, on the advice of a 

committee including Fatl].i Zaghlül Pasha, Tharwat (Sarwat) Pasha and 

Ismatil ~idq! Pasha, thd~rogramme of instruction at al-Azhar was divided 
/ 

into elementary, intermediate and higher grades. A Council was set up 

to recommend fUrther improvements. This Council was presided over by the 

Rector whose powers liere nOlV' more closely defined. 

In 19;0 and 19~6, du ring the Rectorships of al-~awàhiri and al-

Maraghi respectively, further reforms were undertaken. The inBtitution~ 

was divided into four grades: i, Primary, ii, Secondary, at the end of 

which successful students were granted the Secondary Education Certificate, 

iii, Higher, which was subdivided into (a) The Faeulty of Islë:mic Law, 



(b) The faculty of ~heology and (c) The faculty of Arabie Language, and 

iv, Specialization, at the end of which the student was granted the 

'AlimIyah certificate. For the 'AlimIyah with Licence the following 

fields were available: Islamic La\'l, preaching and spiritual edification 

and teaching; and for the 'AlimIyah with the title of Master (Ustadh): 

IsI~c Law and Legal Principles, }·1onotheistic Theology and Divinity, 

Qur '?n and ijadith, History of Islam, Grammar and Rhetoric. For each one 

of these fields of specialization, special requirements have to be ful­

filled in the Higher Grade
l

• 

The following works deal chiefly with curricula, administration, 

finances etc. at al-Azhar and are worthy of notice: 

NIP 

NYP 

NYP 

NYP 

NYP 

1 

al-ijuway~i, Na~r, Al-mabadi' al-na~riyah li Mashabir al­

'ulÜm al-Azhariyah, Cairo, 1887. 

(Anonymous), 

A.H. / 1905 A. D. 

Gottheil, R. [J.H.], "Al-Azhar the brilliant, the spiritual 

home of Islam", Bookman, Vol. XXIV, 1901-

Brunet, E., 

(Anonymous) , 

1907, pp. 501,511. 

"Rapport sur l'organiaation de l'université 

musulmane el-Azhar", Nouvelles archives des 

missions scientifiques et litteraires, Vol. 

XVIII, pp. 1 - 28. 

Qinûn al-JWm1' al-Azhar, Cairo, Ma~ba'at 

al-Sa'adah, 1911. 

The information in this section has been chiefly taken from the book 

Al-Azhar University, its historY and worka, op. cit., passim. 



NYP 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Dopffer, J., "Les revenu":s de l'Université d'el-Azhar ll
, 

, -' 

La Revue Egyptienne, Vol. l, 1912, pp. ,,-42. 

_____________ , "L'état-major d'el-Azhar. El-Azhar étudiants 

Selœly, A., 

et professeurs", La Revue Egyptienne, Vol. l, 

1912, pp. 97-10,. 

"L'Université d'el-Azhar et ses transforma-

tions", Revue des Etudes Islamiques, Book l, 

Vol. l, 1927, also Book IV, Vol. l, 1927, 

pp. 465-529, also, Book l, Vol. II, 1928, 

pp. 47-165, also, Book II, Vol. II, 1928, 

pp. 255-,,7, also, Book III, Vol. II, 1928, 

pp. 401-472. 

Bercher, L. (Trans.), RNouve11e charte de l'Université 

d'el-Azhar au Caire u, Revue des Etude Islam-

iques, Book III, Vol. V, 19,1, pp. 241-75. 

Journal Officiel, "La réorganisation de l'Université 

d'el-Azhar", Revue des Etudes Islamiques, 

Book l, Vol. X, 19,6, pp. 1-4,. 

al-iju~arr, Abü Khaldün ~atic [ëd.], ~awlryat al-thaaa-

fah al-'arab1yah, Vol. l, Cairo, Jimi'at 

al-Duwal al-'a.abiyah, al-idarah al-tha~a-

fiyah, 1,69 A.H./1949 A.U., pp. 5,6-45. 

Mathews, R.D. and Akrawi, M., Education in Arab Countries 

of the Near East, 2nd printing, \'/ashington, 

American Council on Education, 19,50, pp. 

AlI these works are factual accounts. 



Most books on the hietory of al-Azhar mention its attitude towardw 

various specifie issues and its reasons for such attitudes; and most of 

those describing its curriculum throw light on general trends of thought 
A 

among the 'ulamë:'. 'Ile more reliablë source, however, is the official organ 

and mouthpiece Majallat al-Azhar (PUL) whose editor at one time was a 

leading thinker and literary figure of the Arab world, Muqammad Farld 

~lajdr. When first established in 19)0 the journal was called Nür a1-Isl~ 

(PUL), but after 19,6, Vol. V, the present title was adopted. 

Many books have been written describing one aspect or other of 

al~Azhar. The fol1owing are among the more interesting: 

NYP Arminjon, P. and Crabitès, P., RA1-Azhar University", The 

x 

NYP 

NIP 

NYP 

al-Fjakim, Z., 

Nineteenth CenturY' Vol. 98, 1925, pp. 540-49 

Risà1at al-Azhar fI a1-qarn al-tishrIn, min 

wujhat nafar a1-mar tah, 2nd ed., Ma\batat 

Harris, G. K., RAl-Azhar through Chinese spectacles· 

Moslem Wor1d, Vol. XXIV, 1924, pp. 178-82. 

al-Gamal, tAbbas, "La mission de l'Azhar an XXieme siècle", 

Adams, C.C.,. 

Egypte Contemporaine, 27th year, 19,6, 

pp. ,67-40,. (Arabie & French texte). 

"Comparative religion in the Azhar UniversityR, 

Mos1em World, Vol. XXXV, 1945, pp. 111-25. 

The article by Arminjon and Crabitès is a critical expression of 

their viewa concerning al-Azhar as a center of Islàmic learning. It is 

evident that the authors were not favourably impressed by Islam generally. 



Miss Al-ijalèGn's i8 a ~ood book, in which she advocates the admission 

of women into al-Azhar, on convincing groupds. Al-Gamal's article ia 

a defence of al-Azhar and an enumeration of its services to Islam: it is 

informative and eloquent, but should be included among polemic literature. 

Harris writes an interesting article, in which he tries to reproduce 

the impressions of al-Azhar formed by four Chinese students of that 

institution. Adams discusses a publication containing nthe substance of 

a series of lectures on Christianity which were delivered in the course 

on History of Religions in the Specialized Section on Preaching and 

Religious Instruction in the College of the Principles of Religion in 

the Azhar University, Cairo nl • Adams criticizes the author of this 

publication and argues against his contentions. It must be said that 

the publication referred to did not express the official view of al-Azhar 

on Christianity. 

lAdams, nComparative religion ••••• n, Moslem World, op. cit., p. Ill. 



PUL 

Supplement on al-Azhar 

Arminjon, P., 

Fago, V., 

L'enseignement, la doctrine et la vie dans 

les universités musulmanes d'Egypte, Paris, 

"L'universita egiziana di Cairo ••••• ", 

Nuova Antologia, 1909. 

Prisses dtAvennes and Hamont, Projet de Réforme, presented 

to ~~ammad Pasha Sa'id by the "Commission 

de la reforme de l'unive~sité d'el-Azhar, 

Cairo, 1911. 

Flury, S., Die ornamente der Hakimund Ashar moschee, 

Heidelberg, Winter, 1912. 

al-~aw8hiri, ~.fu.l].ammad ibn Ibrëhlm al-Alpnadl, Kanz al-anw~r 

fi faqa'il jami' al-Azhar, Kat. Laudberg, 

Leiden, No. 265. 

Pedersen, J., Al-Azhar, et muhammeda~k universitet, 

Kobenhavn, Boghandel, 1922. 

Ibrâhlm, l'Iul)ammad Abü Bakr, The university of al-Azhar, 

a lecture delivered August 19, 1924 at 

Cambridge, Cairo, 1925. 

ijasanayn Bey, Mu4ammad Khalid, Reform at al-Azhar university, 

Cairo, 1940. 

Yùnis, 'Abd al-~amid and ~awfi~, 'Uthmin, Al-Azhar, Cairo 

~r al-,~kr al-'Arabi, 1946. 



Ils tAtiq, A. A., Al-Azhar, the mosque and university, The 

Egyptian Education Bureau, Egyptian uni­

versity series, n.d. 



CHAPTER IV 

Al-Sayyid Jamal al-D~n al-Afghani 
le;9 - 1897 

Sayyid Jamal al-Dln al-Afghani \"las described by ~1a.saignon as na 

master of energy". Among his disciples was the most outstanding reformers 

of Islam in the Arab world in modern times, ShaykhMUqammad 'Abduh; 

and a life of incessant aetivity carried him all over '.1estern Asia and 

Egypt, to France, Britain and Russia, and possibly as far as America. 

Born in 1839 either in Persia or possibly Afghanistan, of a family 

which claimed descent from the Prophet'a grandson ijusayn, he pursued 

his studies in different parts of Persia and acquired a uide acquaintanee 

with the Islamie religious sciences and many other fields of lcnowledge. 

But above all he early developed an astounding eloquence in Persian, and 

later in Arabie and Turkish. He even made himself proficient in Englis~ 

In 1857 he lient on a pi1gr1mage to Ma.kkah a.nd then returned ta 

Afghanistan to enter in the service of the royal family. After the death 

of the King, DUst ~Iul}ammad Khan, the throne was disputed among his three 

sons and J~l thre\i in his lot \'Ii th r.fulJ.ammad A '~e.m. who secured the throne 

af'ter defeating his brothers. The victorious AmIr made Sayyid Jamal, then 

only 27, his minister. 

lli the meantime, Shir 'AlI, brother of the ruling AmIr organized an 

army ~dth the support of the British in India, and af'ter a fUrther civil 

war deposed A'~e.m. and won the throne. Sayyid Jamal's popularity, however, 

was so great tha.t Shir 'AlI did not dare to harm him, but he strictly 
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curtailed the young and energetic Sayyid's aetivities. Jama1 could not 

live in such an atmosphere and on the pretext of making another pilgri­

mage to Makkah he left Afghanistan for India in 1869, never to return. 

From then until his death in 1897, Sayyid Jamil travelled far and 

wide in the Muslim world and Europe. ~fure often than not he was expe11ed 

from the countries he visited on government orders. In 1870 he was in 

Ist~bul, trom 1871 to 1879 in Egypt. In 1879 he went to India and 

stayed there until 1882 when, after the co11apse of the 'ArabI revoIt in 

Egypt, he was permitted to 1eave. During this stay in India he wrote 

his most important work, The RefUtation of the Materialists. He then 

went to London where he spent a few days, and trom there to Paris where 

he began the publication of an Arabie i'ieekly, 8.1- 'Urwah al-\1uthqa and was 

joined by Shaykh lvh.ùJ.ammad 'Abduh who had become his disëiple d'uring his 

eight year stay in Egypt. A Persian disciple, M1rza Baqir also joined 

him and took part is the editing of the paper. 

Since the British restricted its circulation in both Egypt and India, 

a1- 'Urwah e.l-ifuthqa soon collapsed after less than t\-,o years. In 1884 

Jrumal left Paris first for London and then for Moscow. Hé cal1ed on 

Muslims all over the world to unite and free themselves trom foreign 

domination. In 1886 he was in Persia and in 1889 we find him at Yrunich 

where he met the Shah of Iran, then on visit to Germany. At the Shah's 

invi tation, he 'tIent back to Persia where his advocacy of consti tutional 

government made him 50 popular that the Shah thought his presence in the 

country dangerous. He was expe11ed in 1890, and then stayed in Ba~rah, 

suffering much from il1-health, until 1892, when he trave11ed first to 

London and then in the srume year to Ist~bul. There he remained until 



his death in 1897. 

Considering the great hardships of travel in those days, one can 

appreciate the enormous vitality and endurance that Sayyid Jamal possessed. 

Freemasonry may have been the key itlhich opened to him so many doors; but 

his driving force was religious zeal, and the aim for which he never 

ceased to agitate was to see accomplished within his own lifetime the 

unification of the Muslim peoples into one Islamic state under one Caliph. 

Two essential beliefs underlay this aim, first, that all ~fuslim countries 

must be freed from a11 forms of foreign rule and, secondly, that Islë.Pt 

was an ideally suitable basis upon which to build a modern state. The 

means which Sayyid Jamal suggested for the achievement of his aim was 

political revolution. 

The results of Sayyid Jamal's activities were threefold:-

1. In the politieal field, he fanned the spirit of religious nationalism 

and resistance to western interference, and contributed to the out­

break of the 'Arab! revoit in Egypt. 

2. In the cultural field, his reforming ardour gave life to the pens of 

his followers and opened their literary horizons to new subjects. 

~. In the theological field, Sayyid J~l tried to prove the compatibility-' 

of Islâm with science and reason and consequently opposed aIl the 

superstitious beliefs which had become attached to it. l 

For aIl these reasons, Sayyid JamB,l can rightly be considered one 

of the prime movers of the modern religious and political revival of the 

I~slim world, and notably of the Arab lands and Persia. 

lA summary of an important article in Jamal's Refutation of the 

Materialists is given in C.C. Adams' book, Islam and Modernism in Egypt,_ 

London, Oxford University Press, 19~~, pp. 15-16. 



Sayyid Jemal al-Din's most illustrious student and follo\-ler was 

Shaykh ~~ammad 'Abduh, the great religious thirucer and reformer of Islam 

in modern times. Consequently mueh of the mate rial on Sayyid JamBl is 

to be found in \-lorks deal ing wi th Shaykh Mul}ammad 'Abduh, who has on~ 

the whole reeeived the greater attention. In this ehapter only those 

\'IOrlCS will be mentioned which deal mainly or exelusively with Sayyid Jamalj 

many books, or ehapters of books which incidentally diseuss Sayyid J~l 

in connection with 'Abduh will be omitted. 

The following give long aecounts of Sayyid Jamal's life and ideas: 

Ils al-}fukhz~i, ~fu4ammad Pasha [ed.], Kh~)irat Jam8l al-Din 

PUL 

PUL 

al-Afghani al-ijasani, Bayrnt, al-1.fu.t-ba 'eh_ 

al~Ilmiyah, 19,1. 

l<Iad.hkUr, l>fulJ.runmad Sallam, J.a.mal al-Dln al-Afghani, ba'ith 

al-nah4eh al-fikriyah fi al-sharq, Cairo, 

~~t-batat al-Hawari, 19,9. 

Qal'aj~, Qadr~, Jamal al-Din al-Afghani ~akim al-sharq, 

Bayrnt, Dar al-'ilm liGl-malay~ 1947. 

al-I\luj6hid, Sharif, Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Afghani: his 

role in the Nineteenth century ~ruslim 

awakening, A thesis presented to the Faculty 

of Graduate Studies and Research, McGill 

University, (Unpublished), Montreal, 19,54. 

Al-MakhzÜmi \-/8.S a persona! friend of Sayyid Jamar and his unofficial 

secretary during his stay in Turkey, and can therefore be considered 

authoritative. He tries to record Sayyid Jamal's life and views on 



-~-

particular matters as he heard them from the Sayyid himself. Tha book is 

a faithfUl record rather than a systematic study; but it gives very 

detailed and interesting information about the Sayyid's career and i6 the 

best source in Arabie on the subject. The preface by Mu~~afâ tAbd al­

~ziq is excellent. 

QadrI Qaltaj! cannot be said to have the qualities of a good 

biographer but he gives a usefUl elementary account of Sayyid Jamii. The 

anecdotes which he has gathered make the book enjoyable reading. 

Al-~rujàhid makes a thorough study of Sayyid J~l's life and his 

influence on the eountries of the MUslim world. His book is based 

chiefly on Urdu and Persian sources and as auch containe valuable mate rial 

on his influence in Persia and India. 

Many of the shorter accounts show better scholarship than the above 

mentioned books, though they may not be so abundant in facts or display 

the same personal attachment to the subject in hand. Of these, the 

following deserve mention: 

I{YP Zaydan, J., 

Browne, E.G., 

Tarajim mashàhir al-sharq, Vol. II, Cairo, 

Ma~batat al-Hilal, 1902-0~, pp. 54-66. 

The Persian revolution of 1905-1909, 

Cambridge, University Press, 1910, pp. 1-30, 

401-04. 

Ils Goldziher, I., "Djamal al-Din al-Afghani", Encyc10peadia 

of Islam, Vol. l, London and Leyden, Luzac 

and Brill, 191~, pp. 7008-11. 



PUL 

Ils 

PUL 

Ils 

Tarazi, Ph. di, Tarikh al-~a9afah al-lArabiyah, BaYrUt, 

al-Ma~balah al-Adabiyah, 191" pp. 29,-99. 

Adams, C.C., Islam and modernism in Egypt, London, 

Oxford University Press, 1933. 

Amin, tUtllInAn, IIJama1 al-Din al-Afghani, 1829-1897", 

Amin, Alpnad, 

al-Kitab, Vol. l, 1946, pp. 679-85. 

ZU'ama t al-i~làh fi al-'a~r a1-~adith, 

Cairo, Ma~ba lat al-Nah<!ah al-!U~riyah, 1948, 

pp. 59-120. 

Probably the most informative and useful of these accounts is Browne's. 

This deals primariIy \'/ith Sayyid Jama1 's role in the events which led up 

to the Persian revolution and his extraordinary influence over his 

contemporaries, whether ShI'ites or Sunnites. Besides a good biography, 

Browne's work contains a "memorandum of Sayyid Jœl al-DinH, which i8 

an appreciation of the Sayyid by W.S. Blunt. 

Adams devotes one chapter in his book (chiefly concerned with 

Hul].ammad tAbduh) to Sayyid JamaI and gives a good summary of his life 

and ideas. One minor factual mistake in Adam's account must be pointed 

out, namely: that Ja.mal' s first visit to Turkey in 1870 was during the 

reign of the Sul-t;.àn . Abdul-tAziz, not that of Abdul-ijamid, who did not 

come to the throne until 1876.1 

Zaydan's article is another valuable source of informat ion. The 

author shows that Sayyid J~ never wavered in his allegiance to the ­

Caliphate; a point later contested by Shaykh Rashid Ri~a, who said that 

lSee Adams, op. cit., p. 6 



Sayyid JeJ:nB:l's prime objective \"las to find a ra11yine; point for a11 

HUs1ims, be it a Caliph, a l~di or any similar head. Zaydân also says 

that the Sayyid became Minister of Uar in Persia in 1886, 'l'lhich does not 

appear to be accurate. 

Goldziher's article in the Encyclopaadia of Islam is excellent, but 

the appended bibliography is most inadequate. 

Uthman Am1n's and AQmad Amin's articles concentrate on the political 

objectives of Sayyid Jamal's agitation. Altmad Amin's essay, 'irhich is \'1e11 

documented, points out that the Sayyid's objective '\1805 to reform the 

government through reforming the people and not vice-versa. 

Vicomte de Tarazi's useful account of the Sayyid emphasizes hie 

literary and stylistic influence on the young Egyptian 'l'rriters of the day. 

In addition to the above, mention must be made of al-l.ianar, (X) 

Vols. l - XXVII, edited by ShaylCh Rashid Ri~a, and his Tarikh al-Ustadh 

al-Imam, \'lhich \ii11 be considered in the next chapter. 

Of less importance are three other accounts of Sayyid Jamal's 

life, namely: 

NYP 

NYP 

Ils 

Rossi, E., "Il centenario della ~scita di Gemal ud­

Din el-Afghani celebrato a Kâbul ll , Oriente 

Hoderno, Vol. XX, No. 5, 1940, pp. 262-65. 

Amin, tUtrunan, IIJamal ed-Din el-Af~hani", Islamic Review, 

London, Vol. XXXVIII, March 1950, p. 4). 

al-~a'idi, 'Abd al-Muttal, Al-mujaddidun fI al-Islam min 

al-qarn al-a'~1al ila al-rabi' tashar, Cairo, 

al-I.fa.1:ba tah al-NamUdn.ajiyah, n.d., pp. 490-95. 

Rossi gives a concise biography of Sayyid Jamat and list of books 



about hiro in Urdu. Amin and al-~atidi's books are short biographical 

slcetches for the general reader. 

Sayyid Ja.m8:1 al-Din ,'laS not himself a prolific writerj he influeneed 

his contemporaries mainly through his personal magnetism and eloquence. 

His fe\'l "Tri t ten \110 rks in Arabie are: 

J:.1YP 

l1YP 

NYP 

PUL 

al-Afghani, Sayyid Ja.m.ë:l al-Din, nal-Babiyah", Kitab datirat 

al-Ha tarif, edited by Bu"t-rus al-Bustani, 

Vol. V, Bayrut, Ma"t-batat al-l.fu. tarif, 1881, 

pp. 26-28 

______________ , Risa1ah fI ib"t-al madhhab a1-dahriyin wa 

bayan mafasidihim \'la ithbat anna al-din 

asas a1-madaniyah \-la Ool-Kuf'r fasad a1- tumran, 

Bayrut, 1305 A.H./18B6 A.D. 

_________ ---', Tatimmat a1-bayan fi tarikh Afshanistan, 

Cairo, Ma:t:ba'at al-Mawsütat, 1518 A.H./ 

1901 A.D. 

_____________ ,' Al-~dat \-la a1-qadar, Cairo, t-Ia"t-ba 'at a1-

l-ianar, n. d. 

To t,his liat must be added a1- 'Urvlah al-i'1uthqa, (NYP) (reprint), 

Bayrut, Ta\'lfiq, 1910; for al though most of the articles rlere probab1y 

not directly from his own pen, they represent his revolutionary views. 

By far the most important of Sayyid Jamal's uorks ia the Risalah ••• 

mentioned above. The original \'las \'lritten in Persian under the tit1e 

Naychariyeh; ya Natüralism ••••• It was translated into Arabie by Shaykh 

~~ammad 'Abduh. Recent1y a French translation under the title of 



Réfutation des ~~téria1istes, (IlS), Paris, Geuthner, 1942, has been made 

by Mlle. A.M. Goichon, who includes in the seme volume one of the 

Sayyid articles on "Islam and Science" which first appeared as a result 

of his controversy, during this period, with Ernest Renan in the 

Journal des Débats. 

Sayyid Jamal's Tatimmat al-Bayan ••• was also translated into Arabie 

from the Persian original, but the name of the translator is not given. 

It is a history of Afghanistan with little bearing on the Islamic 

movement. 

Al-Qa~a' wa al-Qadar represents Sayyid Jamal's views on predestination. 

He eontends that belief in predestination is not inherent in Islam. 

Pages , to 4 of the seme book eontain a short biography of Sayyid JamBl 

by an author of uncertain identity who states that he was poisoned, rather 

than died of cancer as is generally aceepted. 

Two fUrther references to Sayyid Jamal's place in the modern reform 

movement deserve mention. 

NYP 

NYP 

Hassienon, L., nDe Jamal oud Din au Zahawi n, Revue du 

Monde ~rusulman, Vol. XII, 1910, pp. 561-70. 

Blunt, \"l.S., Secret history of the English occupation of 

Egypt, London, Unwin, 1907, especially pp. 

7,-8,. 
Massignon's excellent article deals more wi th ZahawI than \'1ith Sayyid 

Jamal. ~fui1e recognising the latter's great influence on later Islamic 

thinking, ~~ssignon points out the independence of later writers from 

the Sayyid and their eventual support of "materialism" inspite of his 



bitter refutation of it. Blunt, whose judgment and accuracy are commend­

able, describes Sayyid Jamal's advocaèy of the reform of al-Azhar. 

A Bibl iography of \'lorks in Persian and Urdü by or about Sayyid 

Jamal al-Din al-Afghani appears in Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Afghani: hie 

role in the nineteenth century Huslim awakening, by Sharif al-Huj8hid.1 

lSee above p. ,1.. 



Jamal al-Din al-Afgbfn~ (Supplement). 

'Abd al-La~~f, ~d Fahm1, ~l-sayyid J~l al-D1n al-Afg~; 

ustidh al-w~dah al-Islëmfyahl , 

!l-Risalah, Vol. l" pp. 2,7,290,420. 

Ayyijb, Dhü al-N\Ïn, 

al-Dujayl!, 'Abd al-Kar~m, 

ije.Illidah, 'Abd al-Mun 'im, 

Shibl!, Me.l)miid, 

al-Shumayyil, Shib11, 

Touqizt, Qadr! ijë:fi~, 

1 - ,_~ __ Tn -Al-sayyid Jamal al-Afg~ , al-Siyasah 

al-~b~'!yah, No. ~, 1927. 

nJ~ al-D~ al-Afghan~n, al-Majallah 

al-'Iraqiyah, No. 14, Vol. 5. 

"Al-sayyid Je.Illil al-D!n kama a'rifUhu l , 

al-Ra'yu al-'~ (newspaper), No. 1175, 

"J~ al-Dtn al-Afghan; nubdhah min 

ltayatihi", al-Thaq8;fah, No. 116, Vol. ,. 

"Ila sirr J~ al-Dm', al-Ris&lah, 

Vol. 6, p. 409. 

IJe.Illi1 al-DIn al-Afghan! bidhrat thawrah', 

al-Wi'ah, No. 4-8, Vol. 1. 

"Dhikra Jœl al-Dtn", al-Risalah, No. 506, 

Vol. 11. 

IJanil al-Dïn al-Afgh~P, al-Zuhür, Vol. " 

p. 411. 

Jamal al-D1n al-AfghànI, Ma~ba'at Bayt 

al-Maqdis, Jerusalem,1947. 

al-'Ubayd1, 'Abd al-Jabbar Khalaf, IA1-sayyid J~ al-Dtn al-Afg~.I, 



CHAPTER V 

r.fultammad • Abduh 
1849-1905 

\'ihile Ja.mRl al-Din a1-Afgha:~ gave the revolutionary stimulus, it 

was Shaykh Hul~ammad 'Abduh ~omo worked out the intellectual basis for the 

modernist tendency in Isl~ and made it viable. AlI later modernists 

in the Arab ';lorld can in one uay or another be considered disciples of 

~~a.mmad 'Abduh. His influence on religion, literature and p01itics has 

been, and still is, pervading. 

The commonly accepted date for the birth of 'Abduh iB 1849, though~ 

earlier and later dates are also given. Born of an Egyptian peasant 

fami1y in a small village in the Gharb1yah province, and gro\oling up in 

an equally small village known as HaI:allat Naflr, Mullammad 'Abduh lived 

the typica1 childhood of his class and might have been expected to become 

a farmer working on the1and of his fatber, aB his brothers, indeed, did. , 

'Abduh' s father, "/ho had a remarkable personality, insisted on giving 

his son IvIul}ammad a further education after he had finished his e1ementary 

schooling in the village Kuttab (Qurtan sChool). He went against his will, 

because he ahTays thought that his vocation was to follo\"1 in the foot-

steps of his older brothers. But in spite of many unsuccessful egcapades 

through \.,hich he hoped to interrupt his studies for good, I.h.ùtammad 'Abduh 



was sent to al-A~ar. He is reported to have said that ~or two years 

he 'I-laS incapable o~ underatanding anything o~ ''l'hat \"las being taught to 

him there, for three reasons: his own deaire to become a farmer rather 

than a scholarj the incomprthensible jargon uaed by the teachers in their 

lectures, and the bad quality o~ the food given to the Azhar students.. uhich 

undermined their physical and mental health. He nevertheless resolved 

to make the best out o~ his stayj he Horked hard at his studies and after 

many years was able to graduate Hith an 'ÀlimIyah degree. 

~lhile lfulJ.ammad 'Abduh 1'1as still a student at al-Azhar, Sayyid 

Jamal al-Din al-A~ghanI came to Egypt, and 'Abduh and many other young 

studenta fell under his magnetic in~luence. For eight years 'Abduh l'las 

his studentj l'/hen the Sayyid was asked to leave Egypt in i879 he is 

reported to have told his Egyptian friends and admirera who came to bid 

him fare\'I'ell, IILleave you Shaykh lful}ammad 'Abduh, and he is su~~icient 

~or Egypt aa a scholar". 

'Abduh embarked on his career as a reformer in 1877. First he became 

a pro~essor at al-Azhar where he taught theology, history and the Arabie 

languagej both his method o~ teaching and the contents o~ his lectures 

'l'fere new to the traditional 'ulama' of that university. 

In 1879, \-;ith the abdication of Khedive Isma'il in favour of hie 

son Tawfiq, an era of reaction set in contrary to the general expectation, 

'Abduh ,vas exiled from Cairo to HalJ.allat Na~r, his nat ive village, and 

Sayyid Jamal was expelled from Egypt. In 1880, however, Riya4 Pasha, 

who 'l'las then Prime Minister, made 'Abduh one of the three editors of the, 

official organ of the Egyptian Government, al-~!aqa'i' al-l.!i~rtyah. 



Through energetic reforms, 'Abduh made it a journal of broad scope, high 

literary standard and great influence, and waS soon appointed editor-in­

chief. This connection vdth al_ioJaqa 'i'... did not, ho\'/ever, last for 

more than eighteen months. MtÙ2-ammad 'Abduh had some connection l>lith the 

'Arabi revol t in l-Ia.y 1882, and lias af'tervrards removed from his office and 

asked to leave the country. There i8 no doubt that he sympathised with . 

'Arabi and the other leaders, though~ he differed from the military on 

essential points. 

Thus exiled from Egypt in 1882, 'Abduh went to Syria \'lhere he spent 

tuo years. In 1884, he was invited by Sayyid Jamal al-Din to join him. 

in Paris. He left BayrÜt for Paris and remained there for a year during 

\'/hich he collaborated wi th the Sayyid and IJ1irza, Baqir in producing a1-

'Urwah al-\futhqa. 

In 1885 'Abduh returned to BayrÜt where he contimted the Hork he 

had already started of spreading the spirit of scientific enquiry and 

rational thinking in a11 fields of kno\oJ1edge. He gave lectures on the 

Q;ur'an and welcomed I1uslims and non-l·fuslims alike to his house. Everyone 

had the greatest regard for him. 

At the end of the sarne year he was requested to becometeacher at the 

Sul~anIyah high school in Bay,nlt. rlhere he introduced important reforma 

in the administration and curriculum, and found time to translate from 

Persian into Arabie Sayyid J~l al-Din's bo01: in reputation of the 

materié.lists. He also prepared the mate rial for his most important 'l'TOrk 

the Risalat a1-Tal,OIl].id, v-1hich he published in 1897, and v/rote articles for 

the press on many subjects. 



From this tinte on, tAbdLÙ1 abandoned the revolutionary extremism of 

Sayyid J8.I!J.8:1, and devoted his efforts to practical reform, so far as 

possible 'rlith the consent and help of the g?vernment. In 1899 he became 

Grand 1.1uftI of Egypt, a post which placed him amon~ the highest officiaIs 

in Islam. This second phase of his career continued until his death on 

July 11, 1905. During these years he was responsible for reforma in the 

native tribunals, the Dar al-Fa"'';'\va (Hufti's Office) the Legislative 

Oouncil and al-Azhar. He also established the Huslim Benevolent Society, 

the first of its kind in Egypt, aiming chiefly at the establishment of' 

private modern schools, and 1tlrote in defence of Islë:m against Christian 

polemics his al-Islam wa al-Na~raniyah ••••• 

The most important \oTorks dealing i"lith Shaykh l.fultammad 'Abduh and 

covering his life, i"rorks and religious ideas , are: 

NYP 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

al-Sha'ib, Alpnad, AI-ShayIr.h l·iul}a.mmad 'Abduh, Alexandria, 

1.1a~ba'at al-Islcandariyah, 1~7 A.H./1929 A.D. 

Ri~a, ' l'iWlammad Rashid, Tarikh al-ustadh al-imë:m al-Shaykh 

l'Iulte.mmad tAbduh, Oairo, Dar al-Manar, Vol. l, 

1)50 A.H./1931 A.D., Vol. II, 2nd ed. 1}44 

A.H./1925 A.D., Vol. III, 2nd ed., 1367 A.H./ 

1948 A.D. 

Adams, C. O., Islam and Modernism ih Egypt, London, Oxford 

University Press, 1933. 

AmIn, 'Uthr!1â:n, !.fu1tammad tAbduh, Oairo, A tl8:m al-Isl8:m series, 

Dar ilJ.ya, al-laitùb a1..!arabiyah, 1944. An' 

English translation from the Arabie original 

has appeared under the sarne title. Translator 



Charles \'lendell, American council of 

lee..rned societies, \'lashington, 1955-

x Qal 'aji, Q.adri, Hul].amma.d 'Abduh, BayrÜt, Atlam al-lj.urrryeh. 

series, 1948. 

Rida's work is the fullest and most authoritative e..ccount onJAbduh's . 
lif'e and thought. i'[ritten by one of his most notable students and 

followers, who founded the periodical al-~~niir and the Salafiyah party to 

develop 'Abduh's religious teachings, it investigates fUlly every aspect 

of 'Abduh's career. The first of the three volumes into which it 1s 

divided deals \'li th 'Abduh's life, the second reproduces his articles and 

briefer Norks and the third, the obituary notices and eulogies i"lhich 

appeared on his death. The book is indispensable for the study of 'Abduh. 

Next to Ri~a's work in importance is that of C.C. Adams, who gives 

an excellent treatment of 'Abduh's life and thought. The book haa been 

translated into Arabie by tAbbas H~d , .... ith a preface by NllIrt:afa 'Abd 

al-Raziq under the title, al-Islam 'l'la al-tajdid fI Hiflr, (PUL), Cairo, 

Ma"t-ba tat al-i ttimiid, 1.35.3 A.H./1954 A.D. The author says in hia preface 

(p. vi) that his work does not claim to present nanything new, not here-

tofore discovered, \'/'ith the life and tee..chings of Hul!wnmad 'Abduh ••••• ft" 

but he very rightly adds that nit sets these forth with greater fUllness 
thAt i.t 

than has been done heretofore, and in particular, gives some account of 
1\. 

the later developments of the movement. n Adam's 'l'Jork is the best \"lhich 

has been \iri t ten in Engl ish and shows depth and care full y bal anced 

judgement. 

'Uthrain !min's book."shows an intimate knowledge of the subject and 



is one of the best shorter accounts. Qadri Qa.l 'aji's ~lork is another 

short account and makes very enjoyable reading. Al-S~'ib's book deals 

almost exclusively \"lith 'Abduh's life and only makes a passing mentiolll of 

his ideas of reforme 

Of chapters or articles on:'Abduh in . books or periodicals the 

follo\'1ing deserve mention: 

N'YP 

NYP 

Ils 

Ils 

NYP 

DH 

Ils 

al-ijànaf'l., Sulayman Rashad, Ianz al-jawhar fI tarikh al-

Azhar, Cairo, 1,20 A.H./1902 A.D., pp. 164-

70. 

Gottheil, R.J .H., "I.fuhammad 'Abdu, late mufti of Egypt"." 

Schacht, J., 

Horten, M. 

Journal of the American Oriental Society, 

Vol. XXVIII, 1907, pp- 189-97. 

n~fuha.mma.d 'Abduh Il . , Encyclopeadia of Islam, 

op. cit., Vol. III, pp. 678-80. 

"r.Iuhammed Abduh ", Bei trige zur Kenntnis 

des Orients, Vol. XIII, 1916, pp. 85-114,) 

also Vol. XIV, 1917, pp. 74-128. 

Carra de Vaux, Baron; Les penseurs de l'Islam, Vol. V, 

Paris, Geuthner, 1926, pp. 254-67. 

Adams, C.C., IIMohammed Abduh, the reformer", !,1os1em 

\'iorld, Vol. XIX, 1929, pp. 264-7'. 

Kohn, H., "Mohammed Abdu", Encyclopeadia of the 

social sciences, Vol. X, New York, l-facHi11 an" 

19", pp. 571-72. 

Lammens, H., L'Islam: Croyances et Institutions, ,rd ed., 



x 

Ils 

Ils 

x 

Amin, Ahmad, . 

Bayrüt, Imprimerie Catholique, 1943, 

pp. 269-75. Translated into En~lish by Si~ 

E.D. Ross, Islam: beliefs and institutions, 

London, 1929. 

Zu'ama' al-i~l~fI al-'a~r al-4atith, 

Cairo, Malct.abat al-nahdah al-mil?riyah, 1948, 

pp. 280-357. 

al-~a 'idi, ~bd al-l,fut 'al, Al-mujaddidün fi al-Islam min 

al-qarn a1-rabi' ila al-qarn al-rabi' 'ashar, 

Cairo, al-ma~ba 'ah al-namüdhajiyah, n.d." 

pp. 530-44. 

al- 'Aqqad, 'Abbas HallInÜd, Al-Islam fI al-qarn al- 'ishrin, 

Cairo, Dar al-lcutub al-ltadithah, 1954, 

pp. 125-29. 

By far the most challenging of these articles is that by Horten, 

who after relating 'Abduh's life and religious ideas, rejects the 

generally accepted view that 'Abduh "las a reformer and maintains that he 

was a traditional thinker.. HOiiever controversial Horten' s contention may 

be, and however scant the acceptance which it has found, the article i8 

essential for a thorough study of 'Abduh's religious ideas. C.C. Adams 

devotes part of a chapter of his Islam and modernism in Egyptl , to a 

discussion of Horten's thesis. 

The article by Schacht in the Encyclopae.dia of Islam gives a very 

cood summary of 'Abduh's life and idea8. Kohn's article in the 

lop. cit~, pp. 105-07. 



Encyclopoadia of the Social Sciences, hO\-leVer, is very brief, and 

inade qua te v/hen i t comes to 'Abduh' s rel igious ideas. Carra de Vaux 

mentions chief1y 'Abduh's reforma at al-Azhar and criticism of Hanotaux, 

but glosses over much more significant issues. 

Lammens deals chiefly ~"lith the relation of 'Abduh to the l'.a.nar 

party and the Salafiyah movement headed by Rashid Ri~a. Gottheil gives 

a good summary of 'Abduh's life and the reforma \1hich he advocated, 

adding little that is ne,-/ or original though the presentation of the 

mate rial is very good. Adams' article in the Moslem \";orld deals mainly.­

"Tith 'Abduh's life and has fe~. references to his ideas of reforme 

Of the shorter Arabie accounts mentioned above that of Aqmad Amin 

is probably the most informative. The author displays a very good 

grasp of his subject and does not conceal his great admiration for the 

revered rmam. AI-~a'idi devotes his attention to the doctrinal relation­

ship beh/een Abduh and Rashid Ri~a, but fails ta stress their disswlari­

ties on many issues. Al-~anafi is informative and especially interesting 

about 'Abduh's life at al-Azhar; he gives details of some of 'Abduh's 

experiences as a student and of the books "lhich he read ,"li th Sayyid 

Jam.al. Al-'Aqqad devotes only a small though scholarly section to 

'Abduh, but fails ta do justice ta his importance for nIslrum in the 

t\-rentieth century". In addition to the above, mention must be made of 

the periodical al-Hanan'lhich \'1as not accessible ta the writer of this 

thesis but undoubtedly contains valuable information on 'Abduh. 

Concerning particular aspects of 'Abduh's life the follol-ring \10rks 

must be noted: 



PUL 

NYP 

Ils 

Ils 

'Abd a1-~ziq, ljasan and Amin, Q.ë:sim, Q Al-Shaykh l·ful}a.mmad 

'Abduh, ishtighaluhu :Ct majlis al-shÜra ft
" 

A1-Huqta't-af, Vol. XXX, 1905, pp. 985-991. 

B1unt, ',:I.S." Gordon at Ihartoum, London, S'..:ift, 1911, 

See index. 

_______ , }.!y diaries, Part L and II, Ne", YOrk, Knopf" 

1921, see.index. 

a1-~a'id~, 'Abd a1-1'fu.t,a1, Tarikh a1-i~1Bi} fI al-Azhar, 

Cairo, l.fa.'t-ba 'at al-i 'timS:d, 1562 A.H./ 

1945 A.D., pp. 44-48 and passim 

Al-}.fuqta't-a.f was a periodical edited in Cairo by Shibli Shumayyi1, the 

tiret great populariser of science in the Arab ~rorld; the article in it 

\'ras partly written by ljasan Pasha 'Abd al-Raziq (pp. 985-87) and partly ' 

by Qasim Anln (pp. 987-91). The fo~er deals ",ith tAbduh's attempte to 

bridge the gap that had existed between the Khedive and the Council of 

State, ~'1hile Q.ë:sim Amin 'irho is less informative, emunerates the noble 

characteristics of tAbduh's personality. 

Al-~atidl dra\'ls attention to an interesting aspect of 'Abduh'e 
the _ 

career, namely his effortsto bringAIChedive to support certain reforms 

at al-Azhar University. 

In bothhis above-mentioned books, Blunt gives illuminating accounts 

of Abduh's activities, especially in London and Paris. Reference to his 

'-Torles is indispensable for the understanding of certain phases of 'Abduh's 

life. 

x x x 



All his life, !'h.ù}ammad tAbduh strove both for practical reforma and" 

perhaps not altogether successfully, to build a new theological and 

philosophical system for Islam. His three main objectives were to 

reform Islam by bringing it back to its original purity, to free I·iuslim 

education and the Arabie language from rigid traditionalism, and to ensure 

that government be carried on for the good of the people. These objectives, . 

however distinct they may seem, were connected in his mind. 

Concerning the reform of Islam, 'Abduh dreu on the ideas of Ibn 

'fa:;miyah and Ibn al-Q.a.yyim al-J'awziyah, \-Tho advocated a returIll to the 

. p~ristine purity of early Islam, and on those of al-GhazàYi (1058-1111 A.D.) 

vlith "rIhose ethical concept of religion~ he \-/as in full accord. By rejecting 

mechanical formalism in reli~ious belief and practice, 'Abduh thought to 

eliminate taqlid (rigid adherence to the traditions and interpretations 

of the past), and there\"lith the differences between the madhiiliib (~chools 

and sects), and to re-open thengatl of ijtihad (intellectual endeavour). 

He believed that Islam vias for all i!imes and places and therefore, that 

reason and religion must go hand in:hand, reason being necessary to prove 

the truth of religious doctrines, and religion or faith to serve as a 

check against the aberrations of reason. On prophecy and revelation 

'Abduh says that the object of the former is nthe education of the masses"' 

and that the latter is an intuition the knovlledge of vrhose divine origin 

is exclusive to Prophets. He attacks the cult of saints, though not 

denying them respect and high honour, and opposes the attribution to them 

of any superhuman powers. He was not a predestinatarian, but opposed 

fatalism and urged ~iuslims to strive constantly to build up a healthy 



society based on a high moral standard and mutual support. 'Abduh's 

writings certainly contain an apologetic elementj but this is interwoven 

vith his general interpretation of Islam. Reform, not apolo'?;y, i8 his 

essentia1 purpose. 'Ihus 'Abduh argues in_ favour of Isléin that it is 

the most rationalistic and realistic religion; but he ~oes on to advocate 

that the common good (~~l~ah) be considered more important than the 

literaI text (na~'i), ;; shou1d the tv/O come into conflict. 

'Abduh's religious ideas are expressed in his own writings, theseare, 

in chrono1ogical order: 

NYP 

NYP 

NYP 

NYP 

NYP 

NYP 

HUL 

Ils 

'Abduh, I~amme.d, Tafsir sürat al- 'A~r, Cairo, al-man8:r, 

190:? 

_______________ ,Tafsir a1-Qur'an al-karrm, juzu' 'Amma, 

Cairo, Bu1aq, 1904. 

___________ " Tafsir a1-Fati1;ah, Cairo, al-Manar, 1905. 

,Iiofushkilat al-Qurtan wa mushkilat al----------------' 
al].adith aw al-ta"lfiq bayn al-nu~ü~ al-

muta tariq,ah, Cairo, Ha:t;ba tat a1-iméin, n.d. 

_______ ,Al- 'urvlah al-wuthqa, Bayrut, Tai'lfiq, 1910. 

______________ ,Tafsir a1-Qur'an al-~akrm, 5 Vols., Cairo~ 

a1-!~nar, 1907-12, also, 1922. 

______________ ,Al-l}ikmah al-Isla:miyah, majru'at maqalat,: 

Alexandria, !~~ba'at Jurji tArzüzi, l:?:?:? A.H. 

/1914 A.D. 

_____________ ~,AI-Islam wa al-radd ta1~ mQUtaqidih, Cairo, 

Tawfiq, 1:?4:? A.H./1924 A.D., pp. :?-4:? 



IIS. 

Ils 

_______________ , AI-Isl~ wa al-Na~ranlyah mata al-tilm 

\ia al-madanlyah, 7th ed., al-l~r, 

1)67 A.H./1948 A.D •. 

_____________ , Risalat al-ta~ld, lOth ed., Cairo, al­

Manar, 1)61/1942 A.D. 

Of these \"l'Orks ,al- 'Ur\iah al-i'luthqa is the least representative of 

tAbduh's general attitude, or at any rate of his later attitude. It is 

not known whether the articles were written by Sayyid Jamal al-Dln, 

tAbduh or Hirza Baqir, but they certainly represent mainly the spirit 

of Sayyid Jamal al-Dln. It must have been 'Abduh, hOl'TeVer, 'lho put them 

into good Arabie. 

The series of books on Tafslr were all edi ted by Shaykh Rashld Ri<!a 

and 'l-lere based on notes taken from the lectures of 'Abduh at al-Azhar. 

It is li1::ely that Ri~a filled in many gaps \ihich might have been missing 

from these notes, and that the Tafslr should therefore be considered as 

much the work of Ri<!a himself as of 'Abduh, although Ri<!a took great 

pains in pointing out vlhich were his O\ffi cormnents. The Tafsir surat 

al-'A~r includes a lecture bY'Abduh on the education of children besides 

the commentary on the lO)rd surah of the Qurtani both were reprinted from 

the journal al-~~nar. Similarly, the Tafslr al-~ah is followed byr 

five treatises dealing '.lith religious topics, also reprinted from al-Man~r. 

The ~fushkilat al-Qurtan ••• discusses the problem of reconciliation between 

the Qurtan and Traditions. 

AlI these works, like tAbduh's other writings, illustrate his ration­

alist approach to theolosy and as such constitute important landmarks in 

the history of Qurtanic exegesis. Emphasizing the importance of reason 



in understanding Islam and proving the truth of the prophethood of 

M..ùjammad is al-ijikmah al-Islë:mIyah .... 

Al-Islam \'la al-radd 'ala muntaqidfh was written by 'Abduh in anS\'ler 

to Gabriel Hanotaux. Pages; to 4; are a translation of Hanataux's essay, 

after which comes, 'Abduh's reply to it. Pages 97 to 1;0 summarise the 

ideas which 'Abduh expounded in detail in his Risalat al-taw~id. 

This lastjs the most important of M..tJ::a.mmad 'Abduh' s \'Torks, because 

it gives the fullest statement of the theological and philosophical 

system which he tried to set up (as outlined on page,q above). This 

book has been translated into French by the joint efforts of B. l'lichel 

and ~~~~afa 'Abd al-Raziq under the title of Risalat al-taw~id, éxposé 

de la religion lvfusulmane, (~IS), Paris, Geuthner, 1925. 'l'he book also 

contains an excellent introduction summarising the lire and ideas of 

'Abduh, as well as a full list of his \'lorks. It carries great authority 

because I.!u~t~fa 'Abd al-Raziq 'iras one of 'Abduh' s closest students and 

follo\olers. 

AI-IsI''''iim ~'la al-Na~raniyah has more of an apologetic tone. In it 
'-

'Abduh sets out to prove ISlrum's suitability for every age and the ration-

alism of its teachi~s. 

In addition to the above, 'Abduh also edited the Nahj al-balaghah 

(IIS), Cairo, Ha:t:ba 'at '!aa al-Bë:bi al-ijalabi, 1;52 A.H./l9;; A.D., 

the collection of moral maxims or "eloquent sayings n attributed to 

'Ali ibn Ab! :r~lib. He aiso \'lrote a commentary on the ~.fuSa:mat (Séances) 

of Bad!' al-Zamin al-HamadhanI, (IIS), 968 A.D.-l007 A.D., and collaborated 

with 'Abd al-ij~cim al-Siya!kiti in commenting on al-'Aqi'id al 'A4udiyah 

(IIS), of }~ammad ibn AS'ad al-~iddiqi known as al-Jalal al-Da\'lWani, 



(;1.427 A.D. - 1501 A.D.), a1-I'fa:ltba 'ah al-Khayriyah, 1322 A.H. /1904 A.D. 

Besides 'Abduh's O\ffi \lTitings the following va1uab1e \'lorks l!lUst be 

consulted: 

NIF 

NYF 

Ils 

NYP 

Ils 

DR 

Goldziher, 1., Die Richtungen der Is1amischen Koranausleg-

ung, Leyden, Bril1, 1920, pp. 320-70 

~üchel, B. and 'Abd al-aaziq, }ru~~afa, "La religion musul­

mane d'après le Oheikh Mohammed Abdu", 

Bibliothèque universellaet revue de Genève, 

Genève, 1925, pp. 1860-79. 

Adams, 0.0., The Macdonald presentation volume, Princeton, 

Princeton university press, 1933, pp. 13-29. 

al-Bahr (Bahay), z"fulJ.e.mmad, !.fulJ.ammad 'Abduh, aine:: Untarsuch-

ung seiner Erziehungs !'!ethode zum Nè.tion-

albewusstein und zur Nationalen Erhebung in 

!gypten, Hamburg, 1936. 

Amin, 'Uth.mB:n, !~a.rnma.d 'Abduh, essai sur ses idées 

philosophiques et religieuses, Oairo, 

Imprimerie Iallr, 1944. 

• ,·'MulJ.amma.d 'Abduh, the reformer, Moslem \'lorld, -------' 
Vol. 36, 1946, pp. 153-55-

Goldziher's article discusses chiefly 'Abduh's commentary on the 

Qur'an, but also gives a general summary of his theological ideas. Like 

all the ~'lorks of that great Hun2;arian orientalist, the article is Itlost 

penetrating. 

AI-Bahi's work is a scholarly and profound study of 'Abduh and of 



his influence on the modern movement in Islrun. in the Arab \'lorld. 'l'he revie.'l 

article by B. l~chel and 'Abd al-Raziq summarises 'Abduh's endeavours 

for the reform of Islam. 

Adams' article deals \iith the "Transvaal fatwa" and is, probably, 

the only arti~le on that subject in English. It relates the controversy 

which arose bet\-;een the traditional 'ulama' and 'Abduh over this fatwa, 

in which 'Abduh as Huf'ti of Egypt ruled that 14uslims living as a small 

minority in a non-Hus1im country might follow certain non-Muslim habits 

\'rhen circUl!lstancesmade strict observance impracticable. 

Amin in his article in the I·loslem \1orld considers 'Abduh as a 

"moralist" and gives a lucid exposition of 'Abduh's vie\is on reform, on 

pan-Islam and on the relations of Islam and Christianity. AmIn's most 

important contribution is, hm'lever, in his book on the philosophic ideas 

of tAbduh. This was a thesis presented by the author to the Sorbonne 

University. The book is divided into five sections dealing ~'rith 'Abduh's 

life, his philosophical and theological ideas, his reforma and his influ­

ence on later \'lriters, plus an appendix containing translations of some 

of the important shorter ' . .;orks and letters of 'Abduh. 'l'he most important 

section of the book is that dealing uith him as a philosopher i'There an 

interes"tins aspect of 'Abduh's thought i8 systematically treated. 

tAbduh's aontribütion to the development of Arabie journalism and 

modern Arabie literary style is diseussed in various worl~, of which 

the fo11owing are outstanding: 

PUL tAbduh, Ibràhim, A'lam al~~~afah al-'Arabiyah, Cairo, 

al-Adab, 1944. 



Ils 

PUL 

PUL 

Ils 

,Tari:m al-\'I'aqa'i al-mi~riya.h, ,rd ed., --------
Oairo, al-Adab, 1946. 

,Jaridat al-Ahram: tarikh Hi.~r fi khams wa ------------
sab'in sanah, Oairo, al-Ahram, 1951. 

ijamzah, 'Abd al-batif, Adab al-maqalah a1-~ul}urlyah fi 

Hif!r, lst ed., Vol. II, Oairo, ~4a.1-ba tat al­

ittimad, 1950, pp. 02-11, and 21 0-)0. 

al-~a\'I'i, Alpnad ijusayn, I-rul}amm.e.d 'Abduh and al-\'laqa' 'i a1-

1'11f!riyah, a thesis presented ta the Facul ty 

of Graduate Studies and Research, McGill 

University, ~funtreal, August, 1954. 

'l'he thesis by a1-~awi deals almost entirely vTith the journalistic 

and literary aspect of HW:e.mmad tAbduh's career. ijamzah and Ibrihim 

'Abduh are concerned \-rl. th the history of journa1ism in Egypt generally, 

and devote on1y part of their studies to r~e.mmad tAbduh's influence on 

it. ijamzah points out the characteristics of ~amms.d tAbduh's style 

which distinquished it from that of his contemporaries. Ibrihim tAbduh 

in his Jaridat a1-Ahram relates \'lhat a favourable opinion ~JIv4SJllD8.d 'Abduh 

had of' al-Ahram, 'ilhich ,.;as the most advanced Egyptian daily ne\'ISpaper at 

that time. In his two other boo~cs Ibrihim tAbduh devotes long sections 

to l'ful:e.mmad tAbduh's influence on journalism, \'rith special reference to 

his career in al-','Iaqa' ti al-1Ü'ir1yah and a1- tUrHah al-~1uthqa; he remarks 

that 14ul;!.ammad tAbduh's contribution to journalism, \'Jas to give it nopinion 

and purpose". 

Among the books on general developments in Egypt uhder the British 

occupation, the follo\<Ting thro'tT light on tAbduh's activities in that context: 



Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Cromer (Evelyn Baring), lat Earl of, I<Iodern Egypt, 2 Vols., 

London, Macmillan, 1908, see Vol. II, 

Blunt, ~·l.S., 

Colombe,:: H., 

pp. 179-81. 

Secret history of the English occupation of 

Egypt, being a personal narrative of events, 

Neu York, Knoff, 1922, pp. 190-94 and passim 

L'évolution politique de ltEgypte 1924-125°, 

Paris, Maisormeuve, 1951, pp. 121-54. 

Lord Cromer, who had frequent contact with tAbduh, gives an estimate 

of his character and calls him"dreamy and unpractica1". Blunt's book, 

besides giving valuable information on. the history of the British occupa­

tion of Egypt, reproducea tAbduh's arguments to disprave that 'ArabI 

Pasha gave bribes to his officers to win their alleziance, and that his 

revol t ~ias organized by the Turks. Abduh's comments on the "Circassian 

plot", and his vie'·ls on slavery in Islam, are a1so included. The book 

as a ,,,hole is very e;ood in point ing out 'Abduh's role in the 'ArabI 

revoIt. Finally Colombe, in his survey of politica1 events in Egypt 

from 1924 ta 1950, penetratingly discusses the roles of Sayyid Jamal and 

14ul;amma.d tAbduh in that country' s evolution. 

In the religious field, 'Abduh' s teachin;;s \iere elaborated by his 

Syrian-barn disciple Shaykh l~amma.d Rashid Ri~a. It liould be \irong, 

however, to regard Riqa as a slavish follower of 'Abduh, for in many 

respects he was an independent thinker and in general showed himself 

more conservative than his IDaster. He was the chief founder and champion 

of the Saffiyah ("Back to the Forefathers") movement, which was 1argely 

inspired by 'Abduh's call for a return to the pure Islam of the days of 



the Prophet and the first Caliphs. tAbduh himaelf had been too busy 

with practicai reforma to work out the theoretical implications of thia 

principle, and i t was Ri<!a "'lho published and commented on almost aIl 

tAbduh's works, including his "Tafsir" of the Qurtan. For more than 

thirty-five years bafore his death in 19~, Ri~a worked oontinuously, 

producing an immense volume of literature, often apologetic in character. 

Reference has aiready been made to some of his worka l and it will be 

enough here to add a mention of the foilowing: 

PUL Ri~a, ~ammad Rashid, AI-khilafah aw al-imàmah al-tu~J 

Cairo, 14atba tat al-~Wnar, 1922. . . 

x ______________ ~,Nidat ila al-jins al-Iatif, Cairo, 

Ma.-t;.ba lat al-I-lanar, l~l A.H./19,2 A.D. 

Ils _____________ .,Al-vleJ:yu al-I>-1ul}runmadi, Cairo, M.a't-ba t at 

al-Manar, l,52 A.H./19" A.D. 

The first of these books is a work of considerable importance, 

~Tritten immediately after the Turkish Grand National Assembly (Bilyilk 

l'-1illet Meflisi) had declared a purely spiritual Caliphate in 1922. It 

is divided into boTO main sections of une quaI length and importance. In 

the first, Ri4a recapitulates the classical ideas about the Caliphate as 

the y appeared in the ~lri tings of al-Ghazali, al-Havlardi and al-l'aftazanI. 

In the second, he presents his own solution to the problem of the Caliphate 

as it seemed to him at the time. He calls for a meeting between the 

liberal lulama t and the secularists and modernists from the different 

Islamic countries to choose a future Caliph. In his own opinion the 

1 
See ab ove p. l3,71,fl. 



Imam YeJ.:yâ of the Yaman appeared to be the most worthy candidate primarily 

on account of his Qurayshi origine Ri4a's insistence that the Ca1iph 

should rightfU11y always be chosen from among the Quraysh provided a 

potentia1 link between the Salafiyah movement and Arab nationalisme Ri~a's 

book has been translated into French by Henri Laoust under the tit1e, 

Le Califat dans la doctrine de Rasid Riga, Bayrüt, 1938. 

Nida' Ua al-jins a1-1a}if is a defence of the Islamic shari'ah 

as regards the position of women. Ri~a sets out to justify the principle 

of p1ura1ity of wives and divorce as established by the shari'ah, and 

draws attention to sympathetic views on these questions by \'/estern writers 

such as Bernard Sha\-1 and Gustave Lebon. 

Al-"feJ;yu al-l-ful].ammadi is a discussion of Prophethood in which Ri~a 

discusses the arguments \"l'hich have been used for and against the truth of 

l-h.ùJ.ammad's mission. The book is reasoned but not dispassionate and can 

be considered as belonging to the category of apologetic literature. 

The follo'v/ing article by an outstanding Western scholar affords an 

excellent study of the Salafiyah movement: 

Ils Le.oust, H., nLe r~formisme orthodox des'Salafiya' et les 

caractères generaux de son orientation actuelle n, 

Revue des Etudes Islamiques, Vol. VI, Book II, 

1952, pp. 175-224. 

The author surveys the origins and growth of the movement, the 

dissemination of its ideas and its effects on other contemporary movements, 

its doctrinal attitudes, social and political programme and standpoint 

towards westernization. AlI the statements made in the article are 

well-documented, and it constitutes an essential source of information 

on the subject. 



MûQammad 'Abduh (Supplement) 

'Abd al-Raziq, Mu~t-afa, "Athar al-mar'ah fi l}ayat a1-Shaykh 

r.~rumnad tAbduh", a1-Shabab (nel'lspaper), 

February 17, 19,6. 

_______ ,Al-i1;tifal bi i1;ya 1 dhilcra a1-ustadh al­

Imam, Cairo, Dar al-Manar, 1922. 

Abduh, Ibràhim~ Ta)awwur al-~~afah al-Mi~riyah, ,rd ed., 

Cairo, Ma:ctabat al-'adab, 1951. 

_______ ,Ta.tai'lWUr al fl~afah al-Mif:riyah wa atharuha 

fi a:l-nahdah~l-fikriyah wa al-ijtimë:tiyah, 

Cairo, r.ia.t-ba 'at a1-ta"laklcul, 1945. 

a1-Bahra\"li, a1-Azhari, 'Abd al-ijamId Kharmüsh, Irshad a1-

ummah al-Islamiyah ila aqwal a~~a'j~ah fi 

a1-fatwa al-trans~a1iyah, Cairo, 1)22 A.H./ 

190)-1~ A.D. 

BergstrHsser, ' IIIslam und Abendland Il, Auslandsstudies, 

Vol. IV, KBnigsberg, 1929, pp. 15ff. 

ija.mâdah, 'Abd a1-~n 'im, "Jama1 a1-Din ,'ra !4W:amm.ad tAbduh ", 

a1-Thaqafah, Cairo, ~ia.rch 10, 1941. 

Rif:',at, Multennna.d, The awakening of modern Egypt, London, 

Longmans, "1947. 

~abrI, }of., La genèse de l'ésprit national Egyptien, 

Paris, Vrin, 1924. 



Chapter VI 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
(Al-Ikhwan al Musl1mUn) 

The history of the Ikhwan dates trom 1929 when ~san al-Banna, 
to1' 

a young man known since his adolescence for religious fervour andAan 

outstanding talent for organising societies, established the first center 

of the Muslim Brotherhood society in the town of Ismaciliyah. From then~ 

until his assassination in 1949, the history of the movement was closely 

associated with his career. 

It was only in 19)8, however, that the society formulated its aims 

and defined its rÔ,le in the Muslim world in general and in Egypt in 

particular. The movement then became, in al-Banna's own words, na salat! 

movement, a sunni tarIgah, a team, a scientific and cultural society, an 

economic company and a social idea. The comprehensiveness of Islam lent 

the programme [of the IkhwanJ a comprehensiveness which included aIl 

aspects of reformn• l 

It was thus roughly since the beginning of the Second World War that 

the Brotherhood's activities developed and its membership increased to 

include many of the Egyptian intelligentsia. At the same time, an era of 

po1itica1 rivalries and persecution set in for the Ikhwan. First Sirri 

pash&., as Prime Minister placed restrictions on their activities and for-

bade the Egyptian press to make any mention of them or their doctrines. 

N~s Pasha, Abmad Mahir P&sha and N_qrashl Pasha, though not as severe 

as Sirr~, Pa:s~~ did not allow full liberty of action to the Ikhwan. 

l 
ijusaynl, Ish&q ~sa, AI-Ikhwan al-Mus1imÜn, Bayrüt, nar 

al-tibatah wa al-nasbr, 1952, p.25. 



When the war ended, the Ikhw~ were able to expand their activities 

with a view to winning mass support and eventually taking over the govern­

ment of Egypt. They Boon became the best prepared political party in Egypt 

with the greatest popular .appeal,combining ultramodern techniques of 

publicity and propaganda with a cell-organisation which reminded one author 

(Heyworth-Dunne) of that of the medieval lsma,tilla; they made aatoniahing 

headway and claimed a membership of 500,000. Official 1'ears of' Dmwan 

activity became even more pronounced and a new era of restrictions started. 

Hasan a~~Banna, was assassinated in February 1949. 

The Ikhw~ movement did not collapse with the assassination of its 

f'ounder. In 1950, when the restrictions on them were relaxed, they resumed 

their activities under a new leader, Hasan al HU9-aybi~ 

In the meantime activities of the Ikhwan outside Egypt, and especially 

in Syria where they had been working sinee 19~, continued under the 

vigorous leadership of Shaykh Mu~~af'i al-Siba'i. Their suceess in Syria, 

however, has been small campared with what they were able to aehieve in 

Egypt. 

Under the leadership of Hu~aybr, the Ikhwan set out to strengthen the 

bases of' their ideology. They realized that a mere appeal to follow the 

Qurt~ and Sunnah was vague and needed a more eoncrete 1'ormulation. Copious 

literature was put out to prove the suitability of Isl~ for aIl aspects 

of modern li1'e-'- economic, politieal, social and spiritual"-- and, at the 

same time, to elarifY what was the Is1amïc ideal in these fields. 

Af'ter the mi1itary coup d'état in 1952, the Ikhwan at first reeeived 

encouragem~nt and support t'rom the new régime. This phase lasted roughly 



- , till the fall of General MUQammad Naguib. Since then Col. Abd al-Na~ir s 

government first restricted and then in 1954 formally dissolved the 

organisation. 

The Ikhwan have six main principlesa l 

,-
1. A scientific principle, which aims at understanding the Quran and 

Sunnah in a manner which will make them conform with the spirit of our ' 

age and thereby defend them against the attacks and misinterpretations 

to which they have been subjected. 

2. A practical principle which aims at unifYing first the Egyptian nation 

in the whole valley of the Nile and later the whole Muslim nation into a 

single state, whose rules and organization will be based on the principles 

of the Qur'~ and Sunnah. This principle also provides for reviving reli­

gious fervour in the hearts of all Muslims and for the abolition of differ-

ences among the various Muslim sects. 

~.Aâ economic principle which provides for the development of the national 

wealth and its protection against foreign and monopolistic encroachments. 

This principle :' also urges a higher standard of living, social justice and 

equality. 

4. A social principle which aims at establishing a social service to 

combat ignorance, want, disease and immorality and thereby ,help to create 

a healthy society in every respect. 

5. A national principle which aims at freeing the Nile Valley from foreign 

domination, as well as help the other Arab and Muslim states to achieve 

such freedom and Muslim minorities to acquire their rights. The Ikhwan 

l 
The information that follows has been adapted from 

~~, I.M., op. cit., pp. 67-69. 



proclaimed their full support of Arab unit y as a first step towards a 

wider Muslim league. They also supported true international cooperation 

which would aim at helping the weak to rise and develop,and at checking 

the ambitions of the strong and agressive. Th~ insisted that the Muslim 

states must carry out the law and general injunctions of Isl~ and try to 

propagate them outside their own domaine. 

6. A humanitarian and international principle which provides for coopera-

tion with aIl peace loving nations to secure an international peace based 

on the cooperation between the world of matter and that of the spirit. The 

Ikhwan saw in the Islamic principle of the equality of aIl nations a 

practical way to achieve such equality in a world which ia desperately 

seeking an ideal. 

The best two books ~ the Ikhwan's history and ideology area-

Ils Dunne, J.H., Religious and political trends in modern 

Egypt. Washington, published by the author, 

1950. 

Ils al-ijusayn~, 18ha~ Màs~ Al-Ikhwan al-MuslimÜn. Bayrüt, 
. l !: . ~ .' 

D~ al-tiba,'ah wa al-nashr, 1952. 

Dunne's book,despite its title which suggests that it might be 

concerned with aIl the political parties in Egypt, deals in fact almost 

exclusively with the Ikhwan. 'The reader may be irritated by the book's 

obvious lack of editing, and it i8 open to much more serioue criticism 

in that many of its main conclusions are of questionable accuracy. Never-

theless, in spite of such blemishes, this book is exceedingly valuable 

for two reasons. First is the tremendous interest and significance 



of its principal subject •••• second, is the unique scope of Heyworth­

Dunne's knowledge of the movement ttl • Husayn{,'s work is a comprehensive 

account of the movement and discusses its internaI organization and 

history 'with great accuracy. It has been criticized as suffer1ng from 

"annoying repetition l ,
2 and as being inadequate in its treatment of the 

aima of the movement,; but it rema1ns the most complete and scholarly, 

written in a dispassionate scientific spirit which deserves much praise. 

As a study of the sociology and organization of the movement, the 

following is very usefuls-

x AI-Ikhw!e al-Musltmü. wa 

al-mujt~ al-misr;. Cairo, 

Maktabat Wahbah, 1954. 

Opinions about the Ikhwan by mainly Egyptian non-members are avail-
i 

able in a collection of articles entitleds-

x (no editor), , -, -Ha ula ••• hum al-Ikhwan. n.p., n.d. 

The contributors are t~! ~sayn, ~d al-Tapi '1" 'Alr AmIn, 

Kamil al-Shinnaw,l" Jala~ al-Din al-~1.i, and Na;~ir al-D1r al-NaShashIbl, 

aIl of whom are critical of' the Ikhwën'e aime and methods. 

other references to the history, doctrine, and particular attitudes 

of the Ikhwan at different times appear in: 

1 
MCCl~, G.V., 'Recent books on contemporary Egypt', 

Middle East Journal, Vol.! ,1951, p.102. 

2 
FarrÙkh,~Umar A., ·Book reviews-Al-ikhwan akMuslimÜn", 

,: ., 
Middle East Journal, Vol. VII, 195;, pp. 557-58. 

ibid. 



JjUJ Egrpta an economic and social 

analysis, London and New York, 

Oxford Uhiversity press, 1947, 

pp. 174-77. 

DR Rosenthal, Franz, 'The Muslim Brethren in Egypt', 

Moslem \1orld, Vol. XXXVII, 1947, 

pp.27~-9l. 

NYP Speiser, E.A., The United States and the Near 

~, Oambridge(Mass.), Harvard 

University press, 1947. 

DR Wynn, O.W.,' "The latest revival of Islamic 

nationalism', Moslem World, 

Vol. XXXVIII, 1948, pp.11-l6. 

NYP (anonymous ), "Dissolution de L'Association des 

Frères :t.fu.sulmans·, Oahiers de 

l'Orient Oontemporain, llth yeu, 

Fascicule 29, 1954, pp. ~-42. 

also "Opposition de l'Association des 
.. .. , 

Freres ~rusulmans a 1 accord Anglo-

Egyptien et attentat contre le 

Oolonel tAbd El-Nasser-, llth yeer, 

fascicule ~, 1954, pp. 158-66. 

NYP (anonymous ) , 'Dissolution of the Muslim Brother-

hood: statement of the Oouncil of 

the Revolution Oommand', Middle 

Eastern Affaira, Vol. V, 1954, 

pp. ~100 



Ils Kaplinsky, Zvi, ·The Muslim Brotherhood l , Middle 

Eastern Affairs, Vol V, 1954, 

pp. ,77-84. 

Issawi and Speiser were among the first writers in the West to refer 

to the Ikhwan. Their accounts are short and show a weak grasp of the sub­

ject, though Issawi seems to be somewhat better informed than Speiser. 

Rosenthal gives a detailed summary of a pamphlet issued by the Ikhwin 

entitledDa'watuna (Our aims) originally written by Hasan al-Bannë;, and 

is important for the western reader who cannot read the Arabic original. 

wynn speaks of the rise and spread of the Ikhw!p but has little of 

value to say about their doctrines. Kaplinsky surveys the histor.y of the 

movement and deals with some aspects of their aims. 

All these accounts by western writers show little ~pathy for the 

Ikhwan and their basic principle of an Islamie state. 

The Cahiers de l!Orient Contemporain gives a French version of the 

decision of the Council of the Revolutionary Command in Egypt to dissolve 

the Ikhw!r organisation,together with translations of excerpts from the 

Arabic daily press discussing this action and the attitude of the Ikhw!p 

towards the reeent Anglo-Egyptian accord on the Suez Canal base. 

The souree-literature on the Ikhwan is entirely in Arabic. The life 

of the founder, the internaI organization of the movement, the different 

phases in its history and the various points of its ideology, are aIl 

covered at length in official and semi-official Ikhwan publications. As 

all l these writings are in Arabie, a fair knowledge of this language is 

indispensa.ble. 



PUL 

PUL 

PUL 

PUL 

x 

Al- Banni!s life, personality, and opinions are described ina 

al-ijajjaj1, ~d Anas, ... al-raju1 alladhl ash'a1a 

J 

al-thawrah ••• Cairo, 1952. 

Al-~: 'ard wa tagd1m li 
" 

shakh~at al-~ al-shah1d 

Uasan al-Banna~ Cairo, Jifs:.tba:'at 

Wahbah, 1952. 

a~~l~, 'Abd ahKah~, 9i,'id al-da 'wah al-Isl~ah 

ijasan al-Bann&;~ Cairo, 1952 • 

•• • trasan al Ba.nni kama 'araf"tuhu ••• , 

Cairo, 195). 

al-B4ij~ï. 'Abd a·ï:-;Ma.j1d Fat~ Allih, 
. ' ijasan al-Banna, [Cairo], Ma~ba'at 

A4mad 'AlI Mukhaymir, n.d. 

AlI these accounts have been written by Ikhw~ members or s,ympathizers, 

and though informative must be read with an allowance for the exaggerations 

of the authors, who could not write dispassionately about their spiritual 

master. 

A great deal of Ikhwan literature was written by ai.Banna, himself and 

published during his lifetime. The following books and pamphlets vere 

accessible to the present writer& 

PUL [al-~~ Hasan], 

PUL , 

DustUruna ? bi ~alam al-murshid 

al-'~li al-Ikhwan a1-Muslim1n, 

- ,-Cairo, ~ al-fikr al- Arabi:? n.d. 

J.bdhakkarat al-da 'wah wa al-d&:'iyah, 

Cai;ro, n.d. 



PUL , Al-'Aga'id •••• Cairo, Dàr al-fikr 

al-'Arabi, 1951. . . , 

Put , ••• beyna al-ams wa al=yawm. •• 

Cairo, Dar al-kitë;b al-'Arabi., n.d • 

Put • ••• da 'watuna ••• , Cairo, Dar al-kitap 

t -al- Arabi, n.d. 

Put , AI-Ikhwan aN4uslilIiin tahta riYat 
; , 1 •. 

al-Sur'an ••• , Cairo, Dar al-kitab 
. 

t -al- Arabi, n.d. 

PUL Al-ma tthÜrit ... , Cairo, ~ al-kitë;p 
. i 

t -al- Arab1~ n. d • 
. 

Put J • .. mushkilatuni :lI daw' al-nizQln 

al-Isl~r ••• J Cairo, Dar al-ki~b 

al-'Arabi, n.d • 
. 

Put -----, Nizam al-usar wa risalat al-ta 'lis ... , 

Cairo, Dar al-kitab al-'Arabi, n.d • 

POL • ••• risalat al-j1h&d ••• , Cairo, 

PUL , • •• risalat al-mu~tamar al-khimis ••• , 
. 

Cairo, ~ alk1,t8:? al-'Arabi, n.d • 
. 

x , Musaddamah fI al-tafsir, wa tafsk. 

al Fitfbah, Cairo, al-Ma~ba'at al-

. . 
Put , Al-raa-!'il aliThalath, Cairo, Dar 

al-kitab al- t Arab1, n.d. 



x 

x 

x 

, 

, 

, 

Da 'watuna fi tawr jad,id" Cairo, 

~ a1-kitab al-'Arabi, 1952. 

lIa al-Shab!b, Cairo, nQr atTkitib 

al 'ArabI~ n. d. 

- - ,- -Niee al-usar wa risa~at al-ta fs1'\ll1' 

Cairo, n;r al~kitab a1'Ara~i, n.d. 
. t . • < ~ 

Some Ikhwan members have reproduced and commented on works of a1-Be.nni,' s 

which they considered important. or these, the following two may be noted: 

Tu'aylib, 'Abd al-Mun'im Abmad,(Commentator), 
Al-bay'ah, sharb risalat al-ta'iltm . 
li al-Imam ijasan al-Banni, Cairo, 

Dar al kitab al- 'Arab~! 1952. 

Qawlqn fasl, n.p., n.d. 

The first of these two pamphlets discusses an essay on the ideology 

of the Ikhwen original1y written by al-Banni; the author tries to exp1ain 

al-Bannl's views on the method of selection of the head of a state or 

movement (bay'ah). The second reproduces and comments on a note which lJa.san 

al-Banni wrote shortly before his assassination refuting one by one the 

arguments used by Nù{C}'a;~hi ~f1~,' s government to justif'y the dissolution 

of the Ikhwan organization. 

Great numbers of pamphlets were issued officially by the Ikhw~ and 

its sections at very trequent intervals dealing with almost every aspect 

of the party's activities and ideology. duties of sections and of me.mbers, 

refutation of hostile criticisms by the press and government etc. Some of 

these are addressed to the Ikhwap themselves, others to the students and 

others to public op~ion in general. A few of these publications are 

listed hereunder: 



PUL 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

_tOb-

Qism al-akhawat al-~msl1mit, Al-risalah al-üla, Cairo, ~ 

al-kit&l> al- '!rab,r, n.d. 

Al-!kbwan al-Musl1mMn, 
; i 

, 

, 

-------, 

-------, 

--------------, 

-------------~, 

t 

Al-minhaj al-dirasl al]Islam! 
i . 

li Ikhwan al-usar, risalah No.l, 

9,11 and 14, Cairo, n.d. 

Al-minhaj al-dirasï al-IsIAmi 

li madrasat al-jumu'ah, risalah No.l, 

Cairo, Ma~baCat d~ al-j~~, n.d. 

Min adab al-usrah wa al-katibah, 

Cairo, al-Y~~bacah al-taf~ah, 1954. 

Nabwa lil Muslim, Cairo, al-
, j 

14a:t-ba 'ah al- 'alam1rah, 1954. 

Al-risalah al-üla: l-wajibit al-ukht 

al-Muslimah, 2-~ al-tarbtyah 
, "",- . '",- -, 

al-r ~ah, 3- al-la ibah al­
C' 

,- --ammah, Cairo, Dar al-kitab al-

'ArabI. bi Mi~r, 1951._ 

R1salat al-anashid, Cairo, Ma~ba'at 
i 

dar al-jihad,1373 A.H./1953 A.D. 

Al-la'ibah al-t&mmah 11 Al-na­

shat- al-r1ya-dr~ Cairo, Ma~bi t 

Madklîr, n. d. 

Q8eW1 al-ni~ al-asis·i li haytat 
. 

al-Ikhwan al-Muslimin al~«mmah, 
i 

Cairo, al-Matbatah al-salafIYah,195;. 



x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
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, AI-1~'~ah al-dakh11!yah a1-
1 . 

l&mmab 11 a1-1khw8ia altMus1imIn, 

Oa1ro, a1-Matba'ah al-salaf~ah, 1951 • 
. 

, Al-l~'~ah al-dQkhil!":ah li gism 
. 

al-1ttieal bi a1-markaz al-'ëm 

li a1-Ikhwan al-MuslimIP, Oairo, 

. 
, N1;!m a1-usar, nash'atuhu wa 

ahdifuh, r1salah No.l, Oairo, 1952. 

Shaltii1=-, ~id IJasan, Musibagat ikhtirQq al-4ci9;i.yah, 

, 

_______ , J .:~'~ 

n.p., n.d. 

Al-mar'ah bgyna a1-bayt wa a1-

mujtama', Oa1ro, 195, • . 
Hadhihi da 'watuna, Matba 'at jari~at 

a1-ea,b~, n.d • . , 
Il! al-Ikhwan No 6,7,8, and 9, ».p., n.d. 

; 

Al-Mus1imije bayna al-tabsh!r va 

. 
al-Mi~riYah, n.d. 

Battà ya'lama a1-Ikhwig ••• a1-gawl 

al-fael, Oairo, Ma.'\.ba"at jarI-dat 

al-ea,b8h, n.d. 

Al-tashr:J;'al-Islamt, sllsllat 
1 . . 

ruidhihi da 'watuk, n. p., n. d. 



x , 

x .J 

x , 

x Dar al-Fikr al-IslamI~ 

x 

. 
sl1sl1at h9:dhih! da twalrcik, n.p., n.d. 

Al-mujtama' al-Islami, silsilat' 
. - .' , 

ha~ihl da watuk, n.p., n.d. 

Al-agall.k'at f'i al-mujtama' . 
al-Islë;mi, dirasah No. " Cairo, 

Ma:i:-ba lat Fu 'ad HilmI, ri.d. 

9.adNra al-Ikhwan, gad,fvTat,' sayyirat 

al-jee~, agwal kibar al-shuhijd wa 

hawadith al-ta'dhib, Cairo, Ma~batat 

Abmad Mukh~r, n.d. 

Qadioca al-IkbVin, gad'kat sBYYarat 

al-jeeb, al-9ayth;rat wa naee 

al-bukm, Cairo, Ma~batat AQmad 

Mukheymir, n. d. 

UnoN'icial writings by members and sympathizers with the Ikhw!p 

of'ten give valuable pictures of' the general attitude and serve to clarifY 

and develop the off'icial viewpoint, though minor dif'ferences can be detected 

here and there. Particular inter est is attached to the books of' MUQammad 

were important members of' the organization. 

x al-Gha~~r, ~Ammsd, 

J 

Cairo, D&r al-kitab al-'Arab~, n.d. 
·1 ., . " 

Al-ta'aeeub wa al;tas!mub bayna 

al-Mas~!1ah wa al-Islam, Cairo, 

Dar al~1tab al- t Arabl, n.d. 
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x , t A.qIdat al-Muslim, 2nd ed., Cairo, 

Dir al-ki'tib al- 'Arab.!';, 1952. 
~ , ! '. = 

x , Al-Isl8Jn wa a1-aw4a' al-igtiëd.iyah, 
• ~ 1 

Cairo, Dar al-kitab al-'Arabi, 1952 • 
. ! l 

x , Min huna; na clam, Cairo. ~ al-kitap . 
al-'Arabl, 1952. 

Al-Ghaza11~ an 'iJ,im from al-A.zhar tries in a11 his books to prove the 

suitability of Islam as a foundation for a modern state. He sets out to 

explain what wou1d be the po1itica1, economic, social and religious pèlibies 

of an Islamic state, emphasizing Is1am's opposition to political despotism, 

its socialist tendency and its religious tolerance. His book, Min huna 

na'lam was written in answer to Khalid MUQsmmad Khilid's book, Min buna 
. l -

nabda' • Both have been translated into English from the Arabic originals 
. 

by I~'il R. el-Fir~q!, Washington, American Council of Learned Societies • 
• t J • j '! r \ 

Sayyid Qu~b wrote one book which deserves special attention, namelYI 

x Al- 'adalah al-ijtimi'.jYah fI 

al-Isl8Jn. Cairo, Maktabat, M1~, n.d. 

This deserves special attention as representing the viewpoint of a 

learned member of the Ikhwan towards Islam and towards the West, particu-

1arly western education. The book has been criticized as being one-sided 

but this ~I.I Rot detracubut little from its importance. It has also 

been trans1ated from the Arabic by John B. Hardie under the title of 

Social Justice in Isl!ffi (IlS), Washington, American Council of Learned 

Societies, 195~. The English version is,unfortunately, by no means satis-

factory. George Makdisd: detected more than twenty errors of translation-'" 

some of which are guite significant. 2 
1 

2 

see below p. 115, tl.,. 

See Makdisi, g., 'Social Justice in Islam ••• • Middle East Journal, Vol.V111, 
1954, pp. 226-27. 



AI-SammAn is among the more prolific of the Ikhwan; his most 

important works arel-

x 

PUL 

Al-Samman, ~d 'Abd Allah, Al-Islam al-muetffa? Cairo, 

Maktabat Wahbah, n. d. 

t Rasa'il al-fikrah al-Isl~ah, 

Part l, al-tarbiyah fi al-Qur '!p, 

Part II, al-ra~l ustadh aI-,. 
baYit. Part III, al-ma 'in.j,. 

al-bgyYah fI al-Isli$. Part IV, 

usus al-bukm f1 al-Islie, Part V, 

ar~ al-da 'wah al-Isl_ah, Cairo, 

D~ al-kitap al-tArab{, 1;72 "'H./ 

195; A.D. 

The works of the following writers are inspired by Ikhwan teachings' 

and are of some interest.-

x 

x 

NIP 

Put 

x 

'Al1~pah Pasha? ~d 'AlI, Al-Islam wa al-dImugrattyah, 

Cairo, Matba 'at ~d Mukhaymir, 1950 • 
. 

Al-Alwa,' .l" ~i a!,-:DÏp, Al-Is1~ wa tatawururat al- 'alam, 
. . 

Cairo, Matba'at dàr al-ta'l1f, 1951. , . , . 
al-Sharaba~.i~ AQmad, }'fudhaklcarat wa'idh asf=-, Cairo, 

. 
Matba'at der al-kit&~ al-'Arabr~1952. 

al-Banna" 'Abd al-sa~it, Ta~ al-IsIÜl wa malbama.t al-~ .... 

Cairo, n.d. 

Rama~ar, Sa'id, 

Cairo, Dar al-kitab al-Arabi, n.d. 
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iù.-Shari4', ~l le_,'il, li-Ik:hw!r al-MuslimÜn fI Wb 

Filisy\n, Cairo, Ma:t-ba 'at Wah-

bah, n.d. 

As already mentioned the Ikhw~ did not limit their activities to 

Egypt but tried to expand fUrther afield; but although they vere able 

to win many sympathizers in other Muslim countries, S,yria was the only 

country in which was established an organ1zation bearing their name, and 

even there the movement's influence on political life has not been as 

marked as in Egypt. The leader in S,yria is Shaykh Mt.ll~'t-afa al-Siba'i, 

a young man holding a doctorate in law trom France with great gifts as 

an orator. The following are publications by SibQ'i which were accessible 

to the writer:-

x 

x , 

x , 

x , 

Ni~ al-silm wa al-bArb fI 

al-Islie, from H!gh! huwa al-Isli! 

series, Bayrü~, Dar al-kashs~, n.d. 

Al-d1n wa a1;dawlah fI. al-Isljn, 

series, Damascus, al-Matba'ah a1-

~~hiJnfrah, n. d. 

Mlat al-brie WB al-mi 'rij, from 

Aluid.fth al-da 'wah series, Dama.scus, 

1954. 

ieylat al-mi~f min Sha'ban,from 

AÇadith al-da'wah series, Damascus, 

-, -, Two articles in the Muslim World have discussed al-Siba ·i s 

opinions on the Islamic state, namelys-



\ 

DH \'linder, R. B. , 'The establishment of Isl~ as 

the state religion in S,yriaa , 

Muslim World, Vol.XLIV, 1954, pp. 2,1'1 _ 'l.L. 

DR Sfeir(Sufayr),G.N., IIslam as the state religion, a 

secularist point of view in S,yriaa , 

Muslim World, Vol. XLV, 1955, pp.242-49. 

Winder' s article re}?roduces al-Siba.'!,' s arguments in favour of an 

Islamic state in S,yria, while Sfeir, in a carefully thought-out article, 

analyses Shaykh al-Sibi.'i,' s reasons for adopting this attitude and claims 

that he did so for the purpose of dispe1ling the fears of the Christian 

minori ties. 

The Ikhwan in Egypt have shown special inter est in the views of 

Islamic revivalists outside Egypt, especially in Pakistan. Translations 

into Arabie have been published under the auspices either of the Ikhw~ 

organization itself or of an affiliated body called the bajnat al-Shabab 

a1-Muslimfn. &.r these the following deserve mention.-

x 

x 

x 

al-Ma.wd~t, Abu al-'Ala.',fu'dil~t al-igtisad wa b,allihi fI 

. al~Islie, Cairo, Maktaba~j­

nat'al-Shabap al7Muslim, n.d. 

, 

, 

Na;ariyat al-Islam al;si.yasf;ah, 

Cairo, Ma.'t-ba'at dar al-;-kitab al-

'Arabi, n.d. 

AI-Islëm wa al-j&hil.~ah, Cairo, 

al-Ma~batah al-salaf1yah, n.d. 



x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

_ to<t -

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

Al-din al-ge,yyim, Cairo, Maij.·ba 'at 
; . 

du al-kitab al-'ArabI, li.d. 

Nabwa al-dustur al-IsI!mI, Cairo 

al-Ma:t-ba 'ah al-salaf1yah, n.d. 

Minbaj al-ingilab al-IslâmI, Cairo, 
o.t -kita:b .. 

Ma\-ba 'ah d4Ü-/ al-'Arabl, n.d. 

Al-j 1h&d fi sabIl Al1&h, Cairo, 

al-Matba 'ah al ie.laf.1rah, n.d • 
. 

Al-mas 'alah al-~iyani.yah, Oairo, 
. 

Ma\-ba 'ah jarIdat al-~ablih, 195;. 

al-Nadawi, al-Sayyid Abu al-~san, Urldu an atabaddath ila 

a1-Ikhwan ••• al-Islam wa al-~ukmJ 

1952 A.D. 

, Sha'ir al-Islip al-duktur MUbammad 
. 

Igbil, Oairo, Dar al-kitab al-'Arabi, 

1951. 

al-Nadawi, al-Sayyid Su1~, Al-risalah al-Mubammed'''{yah, ..... 

- ,-a1-Nadawi,Mas ud, 

wa hiya thamini mub&gar!t fI al-sirah 

al-nabawfyah wa risalat al-Islam, 

Cairo, al-Matba 'ah al-salaf~ah, 

Nap-ah ijmalfyah fi tarllch al-da 'wah 

al-Is~ah fi al-Hind wa al-B!k1stan, 

Cairo, Maktabat iajnat al-Shabab 

al-Muslim, n.d. 



\ 
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Literature hostile to the Ikhwan bas been very seant y and did not 

appear ti11 the 1950'sl-

x (anonymous ) , 

x , 

x , 

x ~d, Mul,lammad IJasan, 

Magkamat al-sba'b, Vols.1--, n.p., 1954. 

Mabkamat al-sha 'b, ~amat al-
. 

Hudaybi wa a'ia' maktab al-irsh&d, 

2 vols., Cairo, Sharikat al-Nil li 

-, -, 
al-~iba; ah wa al-tawzi , n.d. 

AI-Ikhwan al-Musl~ fI al-mIz!g, 

Cairo, Ma~ba'at al-ikhi', n.d. 

MaJ;;ùs8lll8.t al-sha 'b, muhilœ.ms.t al-HudaybL •• is an aecount of the 

history and activities of the Ikhwan, written to maintain that their 

dissolution was a wise and necessary measure, and to support the government-r s 

action in imprisoning al-Hudaybi who beeame leader of the movement after 

the death of al-Banni: • 

~~amat al-shalb is to consiat of five volumes of whieh the first 

appeared in 1954. It gives the account of the trials that have been going 

on since 1954 of the more active members of the Ikhwan. 

Al-Ikhwan wa al-irhab, a pamphle~, also maintains that the Ikhwan 

constituted a threat to law and order in Egypt. 

• Mul,lammad IJasan ~d analyzes the Ikhw~ movement and attempts to 

prove that their organization and aime were 'fascistic n • This theais has 

been disproved by impartial writers such as Is~~ ~. al-~uaaynt, in his 

AI-Ikhwan al-Musl~ • 



The Muslim Brotherhood 
( Supplement) 

'!wdah, 'Abd al-Qadir, 

, 

Al-Islam bayna jahli abnti'ih wa 

'ajz 'ulamatih, Cairo, nar al-kitab 

al-'Arap1, 1951. 

Al-mal wa al-ijukm fI al-IsLie, 

Cairo, Dar al-kitab a1- 'ArabI., 1951. 

a1-Dard~I~ YaWa AQmad, Arklin al-Islam al-khamsah wa atharuh& 

'!i, Cairo, al-Matba 'ah a1-sa1afiyah, 

1950. 

al-Khawl.{,al-Bahi, Tadhkirat al-du'it il& A11ih, 

2nd ed., Cairo, Dar al-kitab al-'Arabi, 

19(? ). 

al-~a'idi, 'Abd al-lvh.tt'ë.l, Tarikh al-j~'ah al-Ù:la 11 a1-
. 

shubban al-lvh.tslimin bi-ri'asat al-

a1-Samman, Mubemmed'Abd Allah, Da'wah i1& a1-jib&d fi sab[l 
4 

, 

nashr al-Islam, Cairo, Dàr al-kitab 

al- 'Arab!., 1950. 

Al-Islam wajhan li wajh, Cairo , 

Maktabat Wahbah, 1951. 



Coopter VII 

The Modernists 

If the Nineteenth century was the era of nationalism in Europe, 

the Twentieth has been that of modern Arab nationalisme It would seem 

superfluous to argue with those who claim that !rab nationalism dates 

back to IbrahIm Pasha's conquest of s,yriain 1831 or to even earlier 

dates, because the term ftiationalismD, with the connotation and tmplications 

which it acquired during and after the French Revolution of 1789, cannot 

be applied to any trend which appeared in the ottoman Empire during the 

Nineteenth century. All that can be admitted is that the social and 

political movements which appeared in the ottoman empir~especially in the 

latter part of the Nineteenth century, prepared the way for the development 

of the nationa1ism known today. 

Especially noteworthy is the important contribution to the develop-

ment of !rab nationalism made by the Is1amic reform movement started by 

Sayyid JamS:l al-Dtn al-AfghMI and followed up by Shaykh J..ilbemmed 'Abduh. 

Islam is one of the essential pillars upon which Arab nationa1ism rests" 

and this fact has been recognized by realistic Arab nationalists (including 

Christian !rab nationalists), who are in general agreement that !rab natien-

alism, although an essentially secular movement,cannot afford to overlook 

the importance of Islam for the Arabs hoth as a culturel and as a 

religion. 

The tirst stirrings of !rab nationalism were voiced by 'Abd al-

- - - ( )1 J~ . Ra~ al-Kawakibi 1849-1903 when he challi,ged the right of the 

Ottomans to the Caliphate and insisted that the Caliph should be an Arab. 

1 
The two most important books of al-Kawâkib{ ares Umm al-Qar~ 

published in 1898 and, Taba'i t al-istibdad. 



Later Naj1b tlzÜXt
l 

"called for an Arab Catholic Church in order to 

nationalize the life of :the.Oliristians.'lziirf also wanted a unified 

Arab State composed of the lands which later came to be known as Iraq, 

Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Transjordan, as weIl as an independent 

~ija~ as a center of an Arab Caliphate. n2 It was vith these aims in 

mind that he estab1ished a po1itical organization in Paris in 1904 known 

as the Ligue de la patrie Arabe. 

In the first decade of the Twentieth century, there arose a number 

of po1itica1 organizations, some of them secret, whose professed aima 

ranged trom decentra1ization to complete independence for the !rab terri-

tories of the ottoman Empire. The most outstanding of these parties were, 

ijizb a1- tAhd, ijizb a1-'Arabkah a1-Fatat, llizb a1-J:lchi' a1-'Arab-i; al-
. 

tut~ni and ijizb al-L!!arkaz!lah al tuthmënl; the first two were secret 

and demanded full independence. 

With the success of the 1908 coup d'état at Istambul and the seizure 

of power by the Committee of Union and Progress, Arab-Turkish relations 

entered a new phase. The Arabs saw in the Young Turk movement a sign of 

progress, the overthrow of abso1utism and the establishment of constitu-

tiona1ism-- a régime under which they hoped to see realized their political 

aspirations for decentralization and internaI autono~. 

The C.U.P., however advocated a centra1ized administration for the 

Empire, and in 1911 embarked on a Turkification policy which gave force 

to the demands of the more extreme Arab separatists. Some of these 

demands found expression at the First Arab Conference held in Paris 

1 
The most important work of NajI~ '1z\ü-1 ia-. in French entit1ed, 

Le réveil de la nation Arabe, Paris, 1905. 

2 
Ziadeh, N.A., 'Recent Arabie 1iterature on Arabismn, Middle East 

Journal, Vol. VI, 1952, p.468. 



June 18-2~, 19l~. From that date on Arab nationalism has been acquiring 

f'urther impetus and is nov an essential element in Arab public opinion. 

The creation of a number of small states vithin the Arab wor1d, while 

stimulating the development of local nationalisms which the former 

"mandatory powers also encouraged, helped, at the same time, to convince 

many Arabs of the need for Arab uni ty. 

Two excellent articles have appeared in the Middle East Journal on 

the general subject of modern Arabie literature on Arab nationalism and 

the modern interpretation of Islams 

Ziadeh(Ziyadah), N.A., 'Recent books on the interpre­

tation of IslimD, Middle East 

Journal, Vol. V, 1951, PP.505-l0. 

, URecent Arabie literature on 

Arabismu, Middle East Journal, 

Vol. VI, 1952, pp.468-72. 

The main sOurees in Western languages dealing wi th the rise and deve-

lopment of Arab nationalism ares 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

NYP 

Jung, E., Les puissances devant la révolte 

Arabe, Paris, Hachette, 1906. 

Hurgronje, C. Snouck, The revoIt in Arabia, New York, 

Putman's, 1917. 

Khairallah(Khayr Allah), X.T., Le problèmedu Levant, les 

Kohn, H., 

régions Arabes liberées, Syrie, 

Iraq, Liban, Paris, Leroux, 19i9. 

A history of nationa1ism in the East, 

London, 1929. 



Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 

Ils 
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Jovelet, L., 

Antonius, G., 

Rossi, E., 

Lugo l , J., 

Keller, P., 

Laissy, M., 

DL'évolution sociale et politique 

des pays Arabes-1930-19,,~ Revue 

des Etudes Islamigues, Book IV, 

Vol. VII, 19", pp.425-644 but 

especially pp.464-;o4. 

The Arab aWakening, the stOry of 

the !rab national movement, London, 

Documenti sull'origine e gli s~iluppi 

della questione Araba (1875=1944), 

Rome, Istituto per l'Orient, 1944. 

Le Panarabisme, Cairo, Scribe 

Egyptien, 1946. 

La question Arabe, Paris,Presses 

universitaire de France, 1948. 

Du Panarabisme à la Ligue Arabe, 

Paris, Maisonneuve, 1948. 

Jung discusses the rise of Arab nationa1ism and the important role 

that it will play in shaping the future of the Arab world. He dso draws 

the attention of the western powers to the importance of this nationalist 

movement and urges France to develop a friendly attitude towards it. 

Writlau in 1906 when the Arab nationalist movement was just beginning, Jung's 

analysis is authoritative and his judgement sound. His book is divided 

into three main divisions dealing with the political and economic situation 
is 

in the Arab world, and~devote4 the last section to a discussion of the 

attitude of the Vestern powers towards the Arab nationalist movement. 
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Hurgronje sets out to give an analysis of the situation that led 

the Shar1f of Makkah, Husayn ibn 'Ali, to revoIt in 1916 against Turkish 
• • 1 . 1 

over1ordship. The information included is valuable and shows the attitude 

of the SharIf towards Arab nationalism and the Caliphate. Hurgronje tries 

to prove that it was only during the war that the SharIf developed the 
the _, 

ambition of becoming a Caliph. This. he supports bYl\Sharif s proclamation 

of 1914which is reproduced in English at the end of the book. 
. the 

Khayr A1làh's book a1so discussesAbeginnings of the Arab nationalist 

movement and its development until 1919. As a historical survey the book 

is excellent. The purpose of the book~howeve~ iS r a vindication of Arab 

nationalism written at a time when the future of a large part of the Arab 

world was under discussion at the League of Nations. 

Kohn's book is an informative survey of the Arab world in modern 

times and shows ~ood understanding of Arab nationalism. 

Jove1et's article in the Revue des études ••• contains a good history 

of the Arab nationalist movement until 19" and its relation with other 

movements in the Arab world, and deals thoroughly with the m~ives and 

problems of Arab nationalism. 
1 

>/P .,.:' '.' ,,::1. 
In the :for.wal."Jl to his book, George Antonius says that it Daims at 

giving, not the final or even a detailed history of the Arab Movement, 

but an account in outline of its origins, its development and the main 

problems it has had to face, in the form of a continuous narrative 

interspersed with such analysis as seemed necessary to elucidate the 

problems. a1 When it first appeared, it was the only book giving ~Â 

1 
Antonius, op. cit., p.IX. 



fulleet account of Arab nationalism from its first stirrings until 1938, 

and it remains an indispenslble source of information on the subject. 

Later historians, however, have criticized Antonius for stressing some 

aspect of the Arab nationalist movement more than others, and for over­

looking certain facts. The conelusions reached by Antonius must therefore 

be considered critically in the light of later research. 

One of the best recent accounts on the history of Arab nationalisœ 

is that of Ettore Rossi, who shows excellent judgement and gives a very 

lucid analysis. 

Lugol, who is chief' editor of the Cairo newspaper Bourse Egyptienne, 

gives an account of pan-Islamism rather than of pan-Arabism, and f'ollows 

it br a good survey of the present situation in the Arab world with 

special ref'erence to the obstacles standing in the w~ of' unity. 

Keller and Lais 5,1 , both writing in 1948, after the formation of 

the !rab League, try to analyze the Arab nationalist movement,drawing 

their information from its general history andparticularly from the 

developments in the period after the Second World War. The new problems 

with which Arab nationalism is f'aced are also mentioned and discussed. 

Sinee the First World War and more especially sinee the Second 

World War, literature on Arab nationalism has rlowed forth in increasing 

volume. In the f'ollowing section mention will be made of the more important 

works of' this period and especially of those which deal with all aspects 

of' Arab nationali~, including the important role of' Islam as one of 

its chief factors. 



x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Zurayq, Qustani(in, A1-wa'y a1-gawmI, Bayr~t, 19,8. 

Ziadeh(Z1ya~ah), Nicola A., Al-gawmIxah wa al-'urübah, 

Jerusa1em, 194,; 2nd revised edition 

Farriikh, 'Umar , 

Faris, Nab1h AmIn, 
. . 

. 
a1-auliari, $ë;ti', 

--------------------, 

-------~---------, 

appeared under the tit1e, Al-'urubah 

fI mayzan a1-gawmI.yah, Be.yriit, 1950. 

,- ,- -Nab.wa al-ta a-wun al- Arabi" Bayr\\t, 

1946. 
J 

Al-'Arab al-aQyar, B~t, 1947. 
. . 

Hidha al-'!lam a1-'Arabi, Bayrüt, 195,. 

Aiid!th wa 'ara' fi a1-gawmkah 
. 

a1-'Arab{yah, Cairo, 1952. 

~darat fi DUshü' al-fikrah 

a1-gawmI~ah, Cairo, 1952. 

A1-'~bah bayna du 'ë.tiha wa mu-
. . 

'ari41ha, Bayrüt, 1952. 

a1-ijusaynI, Is~9. MoÏs., Azmat al-filer a1- 'Arabi, Bayrüt, 195,. 

Zurayq was among the first to make a dëep stu~ of Arab nationa1ism 

and to observe its relation to Islam. Rimself a convinced Arab nationalist, 

he states that "nationalism ••• i8 a spiritual movement which aima at the 

resurrection of the inner forces of the nation and the realization of its 

inte1l:tual and ps,ycho1ogical potentialities ••• It must, of course, meet 

with religion and take from it force and lif'e •••• What nationa1ism opposes 

is fanaticism and sectarianism.l(pp. 112-1,).1 Ziadeh supports this 

1 
Quoted from Ziadeh, "Recent Arabic 1iterature ••• ~op • . cit., p.470. 



opinion in his book al-~"bah •••• Zurayq, Ziadeh and Faris (who are 

Christian Arabs) and al-ijusayn1 and al-~~arr (who are Muslims) all 

advocate a complete separation between state and religion in constitu-

tiona~administrative and religious affairs; and at the same time they 

aIl agree that Islam is an essential factor in Arab nationalism and that 

there is nothing in that religion which is opposed to it. 

Al-iju~arr's books devote large sections to the relationship of Islam 
;-.,; 

to nationalism and to the philosophy of pan-Islamisme On this latter 

issue he ho1ds that such schemes for the political unit Y of the Islamic 

wor1d must be abandoned as impracticable. He also believes that a revival 

of the Caliphate . : wou1d be harmfu1. 

FarrÜkh, on the other hand, is a pan-Islamist, and he supports 

!rab unit Y but not !rab nationalisme He holds that the unit Y of the Arab 

world must be achieved as a first step towards a larger Islamic unity. 

Shorter studies of the same subject of Islam and nationalism in the 

!rab world include: 

Ils Hartmarm, R. and Scheel, H., Ceds), Beitrage zur Arabistik, 

Semitistik und Islamwissenschaft, 

Leipzig, Harrassowitz, 1944, 

pp. 425-513. 

Ils Gibb, H.A.R., Whither Islam? a survey of modern 

movements in the moslem world, 

London, Gollancz, 1932, pp. 101-170, 

ILL ------" nSocial change in the Near East', 

and, -The future of !rab unit y', 



Ils 

Ils 

x 

x 

The Near East,problems and prospects, 

edited by Philip W. Ireland, Chicago, 

University of Chicago press, 1952. 

Hartmann, R., Islam und na~ionalismus, Berlin, 

Deutsche Akademie der Wissen-

schaft, 1948. 

Midi, ~1~9mmed 'Abd Allah, Al-naha4at al-baditheh fi 

jazirat al- l Arab, Vol.I, Cairo, 

Dar ibya' al-lcutub al-' Ar ab 1yeh, 

1951, pp.1-26. 

a1-Bazzaz, 'Abd a1-R~n, Al-ga\~ah al- tArab1yah wa 

al-Islam, Baghdad, 1952, trans1ated 

into English, "Islam and Arab 

nationalism~, Welt de. Islam, 

new series, Vol. III, pp.202-2l8. 

[no edi tor J, Mustagbal al-talam al- tArabl, 

Bayrüt, Dar al-kitab, 1952. 

- , 
AI-Bazzaz s work is a most illuminating analysis. The author 

represents the views of the realistic Arab nationalists who do not 

belittle the importance of Isl~ as a factor in their nationalisme He 

points out that there is no conf1ict between Islam and Arab nationalism 

and that lia religious belief must by nature reinforce a national feeling. nl 

~~dr points out the important role that religion has played in the 

Arab renaissance and asserts that the nature of nationalism in the East 

differs widely from its Vestern counterpart. 

l 
ibid, p.472. 



Mustagbal al-talam al tArabl is a collection of lectures deli vered 

at the Second Arabic Studies Conference at the American University of 

Beirut in April 1952. The most interesting lecture is that of 'Abd 

al-tAziz al-DÜri who forecast that the Arab and Islamic trends which 

are now noticeable will merge at some future date and that the influence 

l 
of the West will always be felt. 

Professor Gibb' s two lectures reproduced in "The Near East Problems 

and Prospects," show the depth and understanding characteristic of aIl 

his writings. He analyses the social and political problems of the Arab 

world and predicts that Arab nationalism will play a great role in shaping 

the future o~ that area. He draws a distinction between the Arab 

nationalist and the pan-Ar ab viewpoints and contrasts the constructive 

nature of the former with the destructive nature of the latter. 

The book edited by Hartmann and Scheel devotes the last section to 

three essays on Islam and nationalism in the Arab world. The information 

t"e'l 
included in these essays has often been quoted,andAare necessary reading 

on this subject. 

Whither Islam? •• is a collection of essays by eminent orientalists 

dealing ... Ii th the movements in the Muslim world. The relevant essays W. o...,.e by 
~. K4.~~H"n\~ye,.. 4M..l. H.A.R. ~ibb 
~ Qhaptlr '~.l/G. Kampffmeyer ~ discusses the modern developments 

in nEgypt and Western Asia-. He describes the different trends in Islam 

in the Arab world and makes a deep and thorough analysis of the Muslim 

reform movement pointing out its main objectives and the obstacles that 

stand in the way of their achievement. Professor Gibb's essay deals with 

1 
For a review of the lectures that were deli 'vered at that conference 

see the Middle East Journal, Vol. VII, 1953, pp.245-47. 
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Islam generally but touches on the modern movements in the Arab world 

and particularly in Egypt after ~~ammad tAbduh. He brings out the 
,,~-' . 

dangers that may result from the wester~~~ tendency among modern Muslims 

but says that "there are several factors which may intervene to prevent 

the Moslem world from following too closely the disastrous precedent of 

the Reformation in Europe."(p.J74). 
bt.~'YIj 

Hartmann's work on Islam and nationalism ~~a very useful survey of 

the relation of politics and religion in Islamic history. He then discusses 

the modern nationalist movement in the Arab world and throws light on many. 

aspects of the history of the movement. He, however, makes no mention of 

the later Arab nationalists such as Zur~q and iju~ari. Hartmann's work 

is also important for the good bibliographical material included in his 

footnotes. 

Parallel with the growth of nationalism,a new movement arose in the 

Arab world aiming to reinterpret Islam in the light of modern political, 

social and cultural needs. The chief exponents of this movement were: 

AlI tAbd al-Raziq, tah~ ijusayn, Kh~lid ~ammad Khalid. For the sake of 

convenience tAbd al-Raziq and Khalid will be discussed in the next section. 

ijusayn and Khalaf Allah published studies of Atabic literature, the Qur~in 

and Sunnah which were not acceptable to the conservative Muslims. These 

works \'lere: 

x 

Ils 

Al-adab al-jahill, 2nd ed., 

Cairo, 1;45 A.H./ 1927 A.D. 

Khalaf All~, MI~emmad Agmad, Al-fann al-ga,a,i fi al-Qur 'M 

al-karim, lst ed., Maktabat al-nahdah 

al-miiriyah, 1950-1951. 



The first edition of 1ah& ~usayn's book appeared under the title of 

Al-shitr al-j!hi11 in 1926 and contained a great many sections which the 

conservative 'ulama' found objectionable. In the second edition, however, 

the text was revised by the omission of many objectionable sections and 

the addition of others. The gist of Tah& ~sayn's argument,in which he 

followed Prof. Margoliouth of Oxford, is that the Arabie poetry of the 

jahillyah(pre-Islamic) period was produced later and attributed to that 

earlier period for linguistic, political and social purposes. This argument, 

which has not been generally accepted by scholar~may seem to have no 

bearing on Islam whateveri but the opinion that this poetry dates from 

Pre-lslamic times lay at the basis of the tradition-aL' solutions of many 

J~-linguistic problems which appeared in the Qui ~ and later literature, 

and the facts mentioned in many verses of the·Quif~ would scarcely be 

intelligible except in the context of the pre-Islamic life deseribed in 

the poems. It was for this reason that Taha ~usayn's book was subjected 

to such criticism and that the first edition was confiscated and 

destroyed. 
) 

Khalaf Allah, on the other hand, studied the Qur/in itself. He 

tried to prove that the stories which it contains are not, of necessitYi 

is 
historically accurate,their purposeAto give examples rather than to provide 

historical truths. This thesis was equally opposed by the conservative 

tulamâ; as being disrespectful to the Book and as detracting from the 

truths comprised in it. Khalaf"Allab first presented the results of his 

research on this subject to the University of Cairo as a doctoral 

dissertation and it appears that no widespread controversy would have 

arisen but for the particular circumstances under which the book 



appeared. Khalaf Allah in his introductory chapter discusses the views 

taken about his thesis and mentions that personal rivalries among the 

staff of Cairo University added much to the bitterness of the disputes 

which it occasioned. 

Of wider consequence were the following ,two books by 'AlI 'Abd 
. . 1 

al-Raziq, a highly respected 'alim (graduate of al-Azhar) and scholar. 

Ils 

Ils 

'Abd al-Raziq, 'Ali, 

, 

Al-Islam wa u~l al-~, Cairo, 

Matba'at Miir, 1744 A.H./1925 A.D. 

Al-ijma' f ,t al-sharPah al-Isl&;m{yah, 

Cairo, ~ al-fikr al-'Arab1, 1947. 

The first of these books is the more important of the two. The 

second does not live up to the standard expected from such a creative and 

independent thirucer, doing no morethan reproducing the traditional 

opinions on ijma' (consensus of Muslim opinion) without adding any new 

interpretations or conclusions. Al-Islâm wa u~ül al-bukm, on the other 

hand, presented a most challenging thesis, and aIl the more so because 

it appeared soon after the abolition of the Caliphate, an action which 

was not regarded favourably by ~~slims outside Turkey. After carefully 

examining the basis of political power in Islam, 'Abd al-Raziq maintained 

that the Caliphate is not an essential part of Islâm and that its esta-

blishment or abolition is to be judged by the ~ruslims themselves. 

A good translation into French of 'Abd al-R.~iq's work is to 

be found in, 

1 
For a short biography of 'Abd al-Raziq see Khemiri, Tahir and 

Kampffmeyer, G., Leaders in contemporary Arabie Literature, a book of 

referenee, Ber lin-DOhl em, Deutsehe Gesellsehaft ~ Islamkunde, 19~O, pp.9-l0. 
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Bercher, L. (translator), "L'Islam et les bases du pouvoir,' 

Revue des études Islamiques. Book III, 

Vol. VII, 19", pp. ,57-90 and 

Book II, Vol. VIII, 19~, pp.162-222. 

In 1924 a book about the Galiphate was pub1ished by the Bijyij! Millet' 

Meclisi in furkey, and was translated into Arabic by 'Abd al-Ghan{, Bani, Bey 

under the title of al-khi1afah wa sultat a1-umœLah(X), Cairo, Ma~ba'at 

al-BilaI, 1924. 'Abd al-Ràziq mentions this book among his sources. 1 

, -, 
A number of books have been written to refute Abd al-R~.ziq s 

thesis and defend more conservative vielv-points. None of them, however, 

suggested a new approach to the question of the Caliphate and most were 

mere denunciations of 'Abd al-R~ziq, directed to the layman rather than 

to the balanced scholar. Among such books the following are relatively 

sobers 

x 

x 

x 

1 

Bakhit, Shaykh Mulolsrnmad, Haglgat al,Islam wa u;ül 

al-btikm, Cairo, a1-Ma~batat 

al-salafiyah, 1744 A.H./l926 A.D. 

IJUSJEYll, Mlllolernmad al-l&ul1r, Nagd kitab al-Islam wa uqü1 

al-salaf{yah, 1911. 

Ibn 'AshÜr,Shaykh MIl~a.mmad a1-TBhir, Ne.gd 'ilmI 1i-kitab 

al-Islam wa u,üi al-gukm. Cairo, 

al-Ma~batah a1-salafiyah, 1911. 

See 'Abd al-Raziq, Ali, al-Islam wa u~\il al \lukm t op.cit., p.ll. 
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The conservative view on the book is officia11y expressed in the 

fo11owing pamphlet, 
(. .' 

x (anonymous ), ijukm hay-"~t al- 'ulema' fi; kitab 

al-Islam wa u~ü1 al-4ukm, Cairo, 

1)44 A.H.!1926 A.D. 

This is the text of the sentence of the 'ulami' of al-Azhar on 

Abd al-R~ziq's book. It has been studied and ana1yzed by Léon Bercher 

in an article which appeared in the Revue des études Islamigues(IIS), 

cahier l, Vol.IX, 1935, pp.75-86, under the title of "Analyse de la 

brochure intitulée 'Sentence des Grand Ulémas(d'A1-Azhar) sur le livre 

L'Islam et les bases des pouvoirs'." 

'Abd al-Raziq's views on the Ca1iphate are discussed in the fo1lowing 

important works:-

Ils Sanh~r, A., Le Califat, son evolution vers 

une societé des nations Orientales, 

Paris, Geuthner, 1926, especiall~' 

pp. 37-50. 

Ils De Vries, L., Een hypermodern ge1uid in de 

wereld van de Islam ••• , Leyden, 

Brill, 1926, pp.38-83. 

Ils Adams, C.C., Islam and modernism in Egypt, 

London, Oxford University press, 

1933,pp.259-68. 

Sanh~i, in a very scientific treatment, analyses Abd al-Raziq's 

arguments and points out their weaknesses. He states, for example, 
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that tAbd al-Raziq confused two distinct issues, the institution of the 

Caliphate and the designation of the Caliph, and against tAbd al-Raziq's 

view, maintains that although a consensus of opinio~i;f~,') may never 

have been reached on the question who was the most suitable persan to 

become Caliph, it wou1d be wrong to conc1ude that there has never been 

a consensus on the necessity of the institution of the Ca1iphate itself. 

- -, This and similar points make Sanhuri s work most worthy of attention. 

De Vries makes a general survey of the modern movements in Islam 

and devotes a good part of his work ta the view8 of tAbd al-Râziq on the 

Caliphate. 

Adams considers 'Abd al-R.~iq as a student of Shaykh ~J98mmad 'Abduh 

and gives a clear and accurate summary of his ideas. 

In 1950 also a graduate of al-Azhar, Kbalid MuQammad Kbalid, 

produced another important work on the still unresolved issue of the 

relation between state and religion in Islam. His works until the date;' 

of composition of this thesis arel-

Ils Kh&lid, Kh&lid ~Jbemmed, Min nuna nabda', Cairo, 

Ils , 

x -------" 

x , 

Khinjf and \vahbah, 1950. 

Muwatin~n la ra~aya, lat ed., 

Cairo, Maktabat Wahbah, 1951. 

Al-dImugrât.iYah abadan, !st ed., 

Cairo, Maktabat Wahbah, 195). 

Al-din fi khidmat al-sha'b, 

lst ed., Cairo, Ma~batat al-risilah, 

195)-
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By far the most important of Kh41id's books is Min huma nabda', 

which best represents his views on government, religion, education, 

and the social and economic system in Muslim states. This book was 

- - - , l attacked by al-Ghazali in a book bearing the title ~an buna na lam • 

Both Khë.lid's and al-Ghaza1ï's books have been translated by Isma'il 

R. el-r-arüqi under the respective tit1es of From here we start and 

Our beginning i~ wisdom (Washington, American dounci1 of 1earned 

societies, 195;). 

Kna1id he1ieves that separation between state and religion is an 

absolute necessity and that the idea of a theocratic state must once 

and for a1l be droppe~ not only because it has thus far proved a fai1ure 

but a1so because it would result in the creation of an autocracy which 

would be detrimenta1 to religion itself. Religion, on the other hand, 

must be purged of nwitchcraft~ and a sound understanding of the spirit 

of religion must be worked out by enlightened 'u1ama! Religion does 

not need the support of the state to reform men's hearts. 

In the economic field, socia1imn must be the guiding princip1e of 

government for on1y through i t', Khi1id be1ieves, cab. feudalism be 

abo1ished in Egypt and a higher standard of living for al1 Egyptians 

achieved. He criticizes the accepted Islamic princip1e of §adagat (alms) 

on the grounds that while it may be a means for providing occasional 

re1ie~ it i8 inadequate for a country suffering from serious economic 

i11s. 

Kh&lid dea1s primari1y with the situation in Egypt but to varying 

extents his ana1ysis is applicable to most, if not aIl, Mus1im countries. 

1 
see above p. 1()3. 
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Khilid's book was considered insulting to Islam, especially when 

he demanded the abandonment of the idea of a theocratic state and the 

cessation o~ religious pttnishments; the authorities therefore confiscated 

it, but when Khi~id was later acquitted by a court of law, it was put 

back into cir·culation. 

Knalid's remaining books elaborate the views stated in Min buna 
nabda:but add little of importance. AlI of his writings, however, are 

distinguished by a vigorous style which lends power to his arguments. 

The periodical literature dealing with the more recent movements in the 

Arab world has increased voluminously of late years, making the task of 

selection an arduous one. 

A good summary of the opinions of modern writers on the subject 

of the Islamic state, and especially those of (Abd al-Riziq and Khàlid~ 

has been written by Majr~ Fakhr!) and published in the journal 

International Affairs (IIS),(Vol. XXX, 1954, pp. 450-62.) under the 

title, 'The theocratic idea of the Islamic state in recent controversies·. 
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