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INTRODUCTION

HutjaJlS:iUld fAbduh (lf~49-1')05) i s known t hr oughout t he Arab a nd

Musl im worlds, and t o lios t orn ncholar s , as t he gr eat es t r eligious

thinker and r eformer of Islam i n t he nineteenth centur J. Hi s eff orts

to reconcile t he fundanental bel iefs of I s lam with the modern 5ci ent i f i e

t hOUght of t he i~e st have been of t he utmost importance i n t he Islmnic

revival o f recent t imes .

This fam.e has largel y overshadowed ' Abduh "e a chi evement s in

ot her fields, ~lich in degree , if not in kind, wer e no l os s important ;

c~?ecially his ecrdevesente i n t ho field of journalism. fAbduh was El

soci al, political and literary, a s well as r3ligious , r eformer; and

news papers were the means by uhi ch he made public all his idea s on non-

religious subjects, and many of hie ideas on r eligious subjects also .

He began contribut i ng to t he pr ess before completing his courses as a

t heol ogi cal student , and never Rave up his intereot and act i vit y i n

j ournali sm till t he end of his dayc , The varied contacts and exper ienc e

which he t hus acquired broadened and enlight ened his r eligious thought ,

giving to it t he gr eat appeal whi ch it has had f or t he modern &encr at l ons

everywher e in t he wo r l d of I slam.

In t he developnent of moder -n jj;gypt , t he par t played by t he

pr e DS was much more important than in most We 3t e r n countries , and it

i s a r emar kabl e f a ct t hat mos t of

began t heir careero aD writers in

t he Eeypt ian

1
newspapers .

l eaders and reformers

' Abduh was no exc ept -

1. E.g. in polit i c s , MUlr 'ia f a KWnil (1874- 1908), Sa 'ad Zaghl Ul (1B59
1927 ) a nd AQmad Mahlr (d . 1945) ; i n l ett er s, t ahi ~usaJ~ (b . lB89) , fAbbas
a l - 'Aqqad (b . l889) a nd Mul)alll:aad Ijusayn Haykal (b . 188$).
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ion, and his t echni cal journalist ic achievements alone were sufficient

t o make him sti ll cemorable as one of t he gr eat pioneors in the devel

opment or t he Egypt ian press.

t '* * *The most ~portnnt peri od of ' Abduh' s journalistic career was

t hat during which he was Editor - i n-Chiot ot t he Ee;yptian official

gazet t e "al-Waq~' i' al-Mi~rIyah" (October LB8Q-Sept ember 1882) .

Besi des writing ar ticl es on variou~ subjects numerous enough t o till

a fair-sized book, he held ex-of f i ci o t he post ot Head of t he Pr ess

Bur-eau , i n charge of t ho supervision and censorship of Arabic and

Tur~~sh publicat i ons , and made the tullcst possible use ot his power s

t o r ais e t he etendarde of t heir styl e and contents . It was extraordinary

t o see in t hi:5 double fwlction "a t ur baned Azhllr i 1 parti cipat ing in t he

a t fair s or a Govertll'aGnt whose act ivities were f ar r emoved f rom t he wor l d

of scholars and men of r eligi on, l ooking out from 3. window of hi s edit-

aria! offico onto the Mini st r ies und Lnw-Courh and Services of t he

Govcrn:acnt J r ef onnine; t he literary st yle of t heir servant s and directing

t hem t o improve t hei r toIOr k j then l ooki ng from anot her window onto t he

Egypt ian nat ion, r ectif ying i ts morals a nd reforming its corrupted

customs • • • ; t hen looking from a t hird window ont o the Ar abic pr e ee ,

t eaching it a refined editorial style and trai ning it t o write t he

truth. " 2

Si nce his i ncumbency as Editor-in-Chie f of lIal-Waqli ' i I al -

Hi.~rIyah" coincided wit h t he period of t he Nationalist movement l ed

by Al'Jmad ' Arab! , and since a.J'l3One who deal t 1'li th public a f fairs at t hat

1.
Cairo,

A st udent or graduate of al- Azhar, the great I sla..:lic Univer si ty of
tounded i n 361 A.H. (972) .
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t ime could not fail to be ab sor bed 1n political act i vity, ' Abduh came

t o t he contre of t he st aGe of nat i onal affairs, whe re he played a :sig

nificant part .

Since the nineteenth century, EGYPt has been t he undisput ed

cent re of Ar ab t hought and culture, and i t s Ar abic pr e s s has had a

gr eat i nfiuence on literary, socia l and political developnent in all

the Ar ab l and s . The firs t Io;gypt ian newspaper, under t he all-embr acing

aut oc racy of Mul}a.'lllnad ' All , was established a s Government organ, as

werc al so t he first newspapers i n t he Arab t er r itor i es under direct

Ot toman rule . Later, however, an i ndependent press gr ew u p i n Egypt ,

in conditions
t orr-.p.....o.:f i..e

of QQA Ri"dlil'! kil l'! r reedcra, while i n the Ot t oman territories

no such fre edom of the press was allowed .

"Al -WaqlP i ' al-Mi~rIyah" \-r••an t he first Arabic news paper in the

wor ld . Est?blished by!.ful)nllIlllld "All in 1828, it remained for about

torty year s the only' newl!lpapor in EGYPt , serving a s a historical r ecord

and a s a s chool f or trai ning writers and gui ding r ea der s. Af ter a

period of decline and stagnation during which independent newspapers

l!Iuccessfully gr ew up und outrival led i t , lla l _Wa qu 'i Ol' gained a now

lease ot lif e and reached the l!IUromit of its fame and prosperit y under

t he editorship of ' Abduh . Ther ea!ter, in t he changed poli t i ca l circumstances ,

i t reverted t o i ts normal position a a an official ga zet t e .

BibliOGraphical Note .

The essential mater i als f or t hi s study have been mai nly derived

from t hreo excellent Arabic volwnes t otalli ng more t han t wo thousand

large pages by ' Abduh I e greatest disciple Huljamnad RaahId Ri1a, entit led

lI'r~r1kh al-UsUidh al - lmUm al-Shaykh Mul)arnmad ' Abduh 11 (Biogra phy of the
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Great Teacher and l'lellgi ou !:I Leader, Shaykh HUQaztI:Uld · Abduh) . The first

volume is t he best and fullest source of information about ' Abduh' lI

life and work; t he second conta ins his a r t i cles and br iefer wr i t i ngs ;

and t he t bird incorporates obituary notices and eulogies whi ch appeared

at the t ine of hIs death . For political reasono connected with sume of

i t s historical det ails , the first volume appear ed only in 1931 , 1 while

t he second volume first appear ed in 1908 ~nd t he third in 1909. Riqa 1e

close r elu.tionship t o hi s maat.er- gave hir.1 access t o valuable s ources of

information a nd t o ' Abduh I a unpublished works which he included in hi s

In addi t i on t o this enor..1.O'clS source of r eference, use nee been

made of s~ne photostat sheets of nal~~aqa ti ·n which were 3upplied by

t he nat i onal Library in Cairo , and which i nclude II f ew of ' Abduh' s a rticles

not r epr oduced by Ri4li, as well as important dcccetdc news published

dur ing t he critici:ll dayu of t hc ' Ar rrbt a ovenent. ,

' Abduh ' s main works "Ris&lat al-Ta"'i)Id" and "al- I sJEm. W<1 <11-

lla:;riInryah" , and a number of other sources i n Arabi c , Engl i sh and Fr ench ,

have been of great hel p f or the clari fication of ' Abduh l s ideas and t heir

background . The t wo work s of Dr . ' Ut hman AmIn i n Arabi c and Fr ench on

IIMulp .m:na d ' Abduh " , and Dr. C. C. Adams ts study of "Islam. and Hodcrni sm

i n Er;ypt ll , have been or p.'1.rti cula r value .

For t he history of t he Egyptian press , and in parti cular that of

lIal - I'I'aqa ' 1 ' al- lli lJr Iyah tl , bhe Ar abi c wor ks of Dr . IbrahIm ' Abduh have

been most useful . One of t he se is a st udy of t !!€ introduction of t he

pr i nt i ng prODS into }.":gypt a nd of t he j ournalistic accomplishment s of

1 . Ibid. , pp. 3-4.
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t r a ce s t he devekc paent, of t ile Ee,:r t i an pr ess [ ('om its begirmings till

3t he present t i -ne ,

near ly all t he abo ve-mentioned source ma t er i al. hus been availabl e

~n the Library of the I nst itute of Ialnmic Studies at MeGi l l Uni ver si t y,

Montreal .

llanc8 of Arabic books , per-oon s , pli,.CIJS et c . , have been te-ens-

lit er a t ed in a ccordance with the sys t em used by t he I nstitute of Isla;'!lic

Studics; 4 but the titlc~ of Engl i ah and Fr ench ~ook s written by rtcot ern

or Arab authors , and t he autncr-e t neaca, have been quct.cd u-S t hey a ppear

on t hes e books . Per- 6.lC<"'UI1ple, n 'Uthl1lan AmIn" end "Oeraan Amin ll , or l'I"ufj~ara

•Abd al- nh:uqll and "l1ouotapha ' ;'bdel RBzik" are used f or t he same authors

in reference t o t heir Ar abi c and French works r-es pec td.ve.Ly,

!
1. "TB:r rkh a l - Iibli ' ah wa. uJ.-:labafo.h fi Hhr Khi Uil. a1- !Jarn1ah al- Fa ran-
sIyah", )rd edition , Cni ro , 1949.

2. IlTli.rIkh a l -WllglP i f a1-Mi ~irIyahl'l , J rd edition, Cai r o, 1946 .

J . tlTat awwur al-Sabafa.h al -!li !;i r Iyah" , Jrd edi tion, Cnir o, 1951.

4. As set out on p. 114.
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CHAPTER I

THE RISE OF TUZ ffiYPTIAN PRESS
AND TIIB IMPOR'rAUCE OF ''A.L-WAi.:/A' ll AL-MISRIYMf'

Tho beginningo of t h'3 Egyptian proea , as of much ei ee i n t he

moder n renadeeanc e of Egypt , date f r o:'!!. the occupation of t he cc unt.r'y

by Bonaparte l s expedition in 1798. RaPt had been i n docline eve r si nce

t he discovor"'J of the Cape of Good Hope route to t he F.ast by vsecc da

Gama in 1498. ThiG, by depriving EGYPt of t he t r a neit t r ade bet ween

Europe and t he East , had 80 weakened her aa to r ender her an easy victim

t o t he Ot toman Sultan Sal Im. in 1517. Thereai'ter ,she had been cut off

fronl t he current of European events , and f or t hr ee hundr -ed year s had

been sunk i n a death-like s lumber , f r om which she was rudely awakened

by t he sound of French cannon and the bitt er smell of powder .

The French expediti on was not only milit ary ; it had efec a

sc i ent ifi c side. Bonaparte was ac companied by a group of French savant s ,

who f ormed t he "Institut d lEgypte ll a nd a ccompll:'lhed a large number of

i nt ereating st udi es and r es earches on various as pect s of Egypt i an l i f e

and hist ory.

With t hiB learned entourage, Bonaparte i ntroduced into Egypt a

f orce hi t herto unknown t here, t hat of t he pr i nt ing pr e s s . He broueht

1
wit h him pr inting machine s wit h Fr ench, Greek and Arabi c t ypes. Bona-

parte r elied much on t he pr es s aa an instrument of propegende , both i n

Europe and Egypt , and showed a par t i cular inte r est 1n Arabic pr i nting.

1. I brlihim fAbduh , TarIkh al-Iibu'ah, p , 26 .
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There is doubt a8 t o t he or i gi n or the pr i nt i ng pr ess brought

by Bonaparte t o Egypt . One historian ha s stated t hat it wa s confi s cat ed

l
from t he College of t he Propaganda in ROl!le J anot her t hat i t wall br ought

. 2
from Pan s . Act ual ly i t was obt ai ned f rom bo t h 150urCC3 . The Fr enc h

Government of t he "Directory" found t he pr inting machi ne s and t ype s

...u i ch Bonaparte had demanded fo r hin expedi tion i n both Paris and Rome .

In addit i on, on his order , "citoyen" Caf arelli pur chased f rom Par i s

various implement s t or t hOM pr e s ses at a cos t of mor e than t en thousand

3
f rancs . There was also 1n Cai ro during the French occupation, be sides

t he pr i nt i ng pr ess of t he a~, a pr i vat e press owned by onc V~rc Aural ;

and t his l a t t er print ed most of t he publications of t he French i,iut hor i t i ee ,

until i t was bought by t he army4 . The existence of t wo Arabic pr i nt i ng

~_re~se l5 was r ef erred to by Bonaparte i n a let t er sent t o Kl6ber on Augu:lt

26, 1798: '~ne des chose s dont nOUB a vons l e plus grand be so ln, c 1est

5
une des deux impr irneries erabee'' •

In addition to various books and proeL.1JIIat i ons , t h e Fr ench exped-

l.
Hodern

2.
Bayr:it ,

Vicomte Philippe de tarra~I, TllrIkh al¥§a1]afah cd - ' ArabI.ya.h ,
1913, I, p. 45.

3 . I briihirn ' Abduh, .2l2. ill., p. Z'l .

4. N, R. D. peegenet.tc e , Souvenir d iU" Medoc!" de l'Exp&li tion
dfEgypte, Pa ris , 1892, I l l , p.TI. Heyworth- Dunne al so r e fe r s t o t his pr e s s ,
.2I2.£ll.., p .99. But he does not clear up whet her i t wa s owned by liar c Aurel,
or just directed by him.

5. CorresR2"dance de Napol~on 1or, Par is , 1860, I V, No . 3113, p. 560.
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ition published i n l'I98 t wo Fr ench newspape r-a, "Le Courrier de l'Egypte"

and "La D~cade Egyptienno" . The fi r s t wan for t he French AnrIJ' and comm-

unity, and included literary, descript ive and biographical al~iclca J 88

well as domestic and f orei r,n news . "La M cade " was a pur ely scientific

r eview, in which were published essays and r eports by t he members of t he
l

tllnstitut d fEgypte ll •

This was Egypt ' 5 fi r st i nt roduct i on t o t he pr es s . Al t hough t he

only newspapers publiahed by t he expedit ion wore t hose in French ment i oned

above , some pr i nting was al so done in Arabi c, mai nly of pr ocLomat i ons

addr esoed t o the Egypt ian people, and of pamphlets , handbooks , et c . ,

most of which were f or t he u s e of t he French t hemselve s . 2

Egypt was saon deprived of this important new instrument of

circulat i on when t he French were evacuated in 1801 a fte r t heir defeat

by t he Ane1o-Turkish eXf.ledltion, und t ook t heir print i ng pr e s se s wi t h

t h&m.. 3 Pr i nt i ng pr es s was not r e-int roducod Wlt i 1 I50me t went y years

later.

The second st age in the devekcpment, of newspaper-a i n Egypt

began in t he r ei gn of Hul)ammad ' AU, who set up i n 1235 A. H. (1819-20)

t he cel ebrated BUlaq print i ng pres s in Cairo . 4 In 18.28 , Mul)aJ1t'Ilad ' A:'i

1 . Cf. I brlihIln -Abduh, ,2E. ill., pp. 59- 8S.

2. Heyworth- Dunne , 22. ill. , p , 99 .

3 . The French egroed t o leave Egypt \l1th t heir ar:ns and mat er ial s and
t he reoul.t.e of their r eecarche e , See : M. Rifaat , 'The AWakeni ng of Hodern
Erorpt , London, 1947, p. 15. Among t hese materials were all t he pr i nt ing
pr-esaee and t he Arabi c t ype B which had been brought f r a :l. Par is end Rorre.
Sce r I br ahIm IAbduh, Waoil" i - , p , 14.

4 . 'This dat e is i n3cr ibed on n met10rial raonuracrrt in t he enta-ence of
t h3 prceorrt "Gcvernaent, Pres s " a t BmJ!q. On this poi nt 'tarr§.~t errs , i n
IJ.entioning thnt J{ul'JSJ;tna d •All bought, t he printing pr ess l eft by t he French,
t hen inl.proved it, t.2E. ill., I, p , 49 ) . This contradict s t he s t at moo nt
t hat the French left Em,t 'r.'ith all t he ir re.terials , includin::; t he print 
i ng presses .
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founded t he first Arabic nevepeper in Egypt and in the world , llal - Waqli ' 1 '

al-Hi~riyah" (Egyptian Event o) .

"AI- Waqi 'i"l is consi dered by sever al writ ers to have been the

second Ar abi c newspaper, and to have been pr eceded by an Ar abi c bullet i n

published by the French expedition . The bellef t hat such a bulletin was

published has a risen out of a nUsinterpretation of two references: a

description eiven by the contemporary Egypt i an chronicler, al - Jabart! ,

of the job of his fri end Shaykh Iw"U e.l-Kha shshib1, and an order

issued by Gener al Menou, third leader of the French expedit i on, on

November 26, l8OO, announcing the forthcoming publication of an Arabic

newspaper , "al -TanbIhn (l IAvertiaeement ) , 'Which would be edited by the
2

same Shaykh al -Khashshab .

AI - Jaharti does not ment i on that al-Khashsh&b had anything to do

with any Ar abi c paper ; he simply says , '''fuen t he French est ablished a

tOrwanI3(Counci l ) f or the affai r s of t he Muslims , he was appoi nt ed t o

record what went on in i t s meetings • • .11. Al-JabartI t hen r e f er s t o

t he deep interest of t he French i n "recording the daily event s (al -!lawlIdith

a l -yawmIyah) in all t heir DIwfi:ns and administrations" , abridged r eports of

which wer e announced to t he llrm;y. It is clear that al -Khaahshlib ' a funct ion

was not that of editing or writing in a newspaper. The events he r ecorded

formed only a par t of the report s which were abridged f or ci r culati on t o

1
Cairo,

' Abd a.l-Ra.l)r:1.'in al-Jabarti , ' A,ja ' i b al - :l: tMlr IT al,-Ta r a j i l:l wn a l - Akhblir ,
1322 A. H. (1904) . IV, pp. 254-58.

2. See t ext in: M. F. Rous seau, Kl6ber et Uenou en EcYPt e denuis le
d'par t de Bonaparte , Par i s , 1900, pp . JI5-"I'I .

3 , I t was a so rt of consult ative council , composed of 9 'ulama' of
al -Azhar .
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t he army, a pparently i n "Le Ocur -z-Ler- de l' Egypte", after being t r ans-

I atad from Arabic int o Fr ench. The historian 'tarrltvI t her ef ore errs in

st at i ng t hat al - Kha sh 15hIb edit ed lI al - ijnwlidith al _YllwmIyahl1 (The Daily

As f or "a ! -Tanb! h" , which Menou i ntended to pub-

Event s) , and t hat t hi s was an Arabi c n ewspaper published by t he Fr ench
1

expedition . Many other wri tera have followed l'arrli~I i n t hat er ror
2

until t he present .

lish, i t i s certain that i t never came i nto exist ence . Copi es of nny_

thing so important as t he first Arabi c news paper in the world woul d car-

t ainly' have been pr e served by t he Fr ench, who t ook back t o France all t he
t heir

docuaent.e o f expedition; t ne ce , i ncluding many trivial i t ems i n

Ar abi c can st i ll be found i n t he Bi bliothbque National e i n Fari s , and

among the~ t her e is no ref e r ence t o "al - TanbIht! except for Gener al Menou 1 8

announcement ? The t ime was so ahor t and t he cfr-cuaet-ancea were too

difficult f or t he French to be abl e to put int o pract i ce t heir intention

of publishing an Ar abic newspaper- i n Egypt. . The only eeane of ccemumcet acn

in Ar abi c between t he French Amy and t h e EGYPt i an pcopj,e consisted of

t he proclamati ons whi ch t he French Co mrnnnu issued f rom ti~& t o t ime und

"et uck up at crossroads and corners of lanes , and on mosque doors" •4

2 . Cf . Tom J . Mc Fadden , Daily Journalism i n t h e Ar ab St at es , Columbus ,
Ohio , 1953, p . l , where he a sserts t hat li t he very fir s t Ar ab ic newspaper- •••
was est ablished i n 1800 as a propaganda l'ledi um t o f ur t her Napol~on l s designs
on Egypt . • • • It had a prophet i c nH/no , I al _Tanbih' . 1l thUG he complica tes
hi s mis t ake by giving t o a paper whi ch neve r- exk ut-ed t he name adopt ed by
Henou for hi s unrealized pro j ect . Heyworth-Dunne , 22. ill., p . 101, refers
cautiously t o an Arabic paper published by t he French and poi nts out t hat
lino specimen of any such bukLct dn" has been pr eserved .

3. I brabIm ' Abduh, Tltr:lkh al - l i M ' ah, p, 9'/ .

4. J abartI, 2£. £!i., Ill , p . 20 .
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The BiiUq Press (the nuc leus ot the pr esent Government, Press )

was an i ndi sponsabl e i nstrument fo r MuqaIllllad ' .ur ir. t he t a sk of car-ry-

i ng out his Inmenae progr amme of reform !lOO devel uplllont , a nd it made

possiblo t he tlstablish:nent of lIal- Waqli:'i' al- Hi , riyah U 1113 the official

ga zet t e ot the Govem:nont . Al though Egypt was r..ot t he fi rst ea s t ern

l and t o pcaeeee t he pr inting pr e ss , "al_Waqa '1' u was t he f irst newspaper

not on1¥ i n t he Ar ab world , but al 50 in t he entire I slnmic east; ngenre

de f ondat! on qui jUflq ' ici nt e pas ea d 'autre example dam: l e a ccnt.reee

II1Usu1manesu •
1

The eet ablislunent of an J.. r abi c newspaper in a ny part of the Ar ab

'Wor ld at t hat t ime was an event of the gr eat es t importance . Afte r t hree

centuries of Ot t oman rule, during whi ch Turkish had been the dominant

Arabic cult ur e .

oIlieial language , i t was 6. sicnificant oarly IlYInptom of t he

t~~ I."",....
Such at t ent i on t o ff Ar abic"was ~omething

in t he his t ory of the Arab p rovince s of t he Otto~n E.il.pi r e .

revival of

ent i rely new

The r evival

of t he Arabic language nn d l iterature t hr ough j O'.U'IlallSlll W'<l.S t o b e one

of the pr i nci pal f a ct or s contribut ing t o t he Arab a:wakcni ng and to t he

growth of Egypt i an and Ar ab nationalism.

The fir~t l1'..l:Iilier of "al-WaqlP i H I

Turkish on Tuesclay, Jum1idli I , 1344 A. H.

a ppear-ed i n bot h Ar abi c and

2
(December J, 1828 ) . The

\
o

l eading arti cle i s an important document . Explaini ng t he pur pose of t he

public••t i on of "al- Waqi 'i " ', i t s t resses t he value of acquai ntance with

1. [Joseph ] Reinaud , IIDe l a Gazette e rabe et t ur que i.mpri::l.~e en E&ypte '~

Nouveau Journal Asiatinue , ~ ser.te, Tome VIII , Sept ewbr e , 1831, p . 245 .

2 . I brhhIrn •Abduh , io{agu ' i ' J p , 61. A phot o- copy of t he f r ont page
of t he first number is on p . 39.
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currant events, such as , for instance, the reforms aeco~pli3hed by

Mullarn.!Il11d ' All "The Benefactor" (WalI a I - Ni ' am)l i n vari ous f i el ds , and

t he extent of t he Em-Pt i .1h conquests in Ar abia. end t he Sudan . I t akec

refers to a Government office whi ch ha d pr eviously existed called the

"Diwitn al - JurnU n, whose f unction had been t o r eceive rcpcr-te from t he

Government Departments i n all Egypti an provinces and ouaraar-Lze t hem f or

t he Wall al-la "am and hi s hi gh officia ls i n t he fer-m of a special

bullet i n (jurnil)2, a nd stet .ee t hat in view of t he expansion of Egyptian

interests and the consequent insufficiency of such a bullet i n, the Will

al-Ni ' am had thought f i t to make it a vailable to the public by founding

a newspaper . 3

The circumstances of Egypt i n 1828 had l ed M~anr.m.d 'AlI to

feel an inmediate need to create a lin.1c between his Government and the

people. Atter s t rengthening his authority and ~ccess1'ully carrying out

his economic reconstructive plans, t he Pasha had turned hi s att ent i on

to ot her reforms. In 1826 he had founded nrwlins (similar t o l-tinis t r i es )

and a Supreme Counc1l4 ; and in the same year he had established ma1'J3"

1 . This surname of Hul)ammad ' All i s used in nearly all dccuacnt.e of his
era, eoaetdaee preceded by IfAfandina" (our Lord) .

2. The max:ir.nun circulation of t li s bullet in whi ch W'<iS pr i nt ed at first
in Turkish , then in Arabl c and Turkish, was 100 copie s . It i s thought t o
have been startd by Hul)arnmad ' All f or t he purpose of keepi ng a record of the
progr ess of t he a dminist r ative and economic r-efe r-ne on which he erabarked
after 1813 . Cf. IbrahiIll ' Abduh , Wa oli' i ' , pp. 32- 34. 0 ", ~ Dft..u. ~ J cl i..o~

~a.H.~ to e.~. "d.a '. tl-o ~ . lb,.;: ...,,,,,,
3 . Ibid. , pp. 6)-6. 'Abduk di.d., ~ -tt..4..o bullet~ ~tl...t.

"p.ot" 'i 1~h.... """"'I"i"' , .... '" 'I.
4. IbrahIim ' Abduh, Ta~awwur, p. 35 . ~ ~ L.{ N M~ " J " .. ,,;i.(

0.1 - k"h ,c.Li :" .Jt......cl.. ........ F t M<o.ld..oo. j,

.... o~ "' 0'" tL..c:;...... ,-14 ~6uer ...o v: '~

~"U ei i ... ",



schools a~d set~ t he first fflission of ci vil i an students 1t o Fur-ope ,

13

After the foundation of lInl - iiuq1i: ' 1 ' ", t he " DI~ a l -Jurnaltl W"al!l

transf ormed into an edit orial office called lIQaJ.,a m al -Waqa ' i _11 . 2 Each

page of lI a l _Waq); ' i Ol l "''R:'3 divided i nt o t \{Q co lumns, t he right hand con

taining material 1n Turk.t oo, nnd t he left ita Arabic tra nslat i on. ,) The

che rnct.or- o f t he paper- ~? 5 thus t hat of an offici s,J., raeasenger- r rom t he

Tul'kiDh-speakine. 'Govtlrr1Jllcnt t o t he Arnbic-spenking po;mh t l on .

This character- of 'la l - 'A'nq1:i '1 ' iI should not lead to an:r under-

ostimation of ita hi storical importance . The circ~stancc3 of Ebj~ at

t h,at t i l:lO WfJ r fl such t hat i t woukd have been i mponaiblc f or newopapera

t o be e~J't.abli:3had t hrou.:;h native ef f orts . The pr cvni llng ignorance ,

t he l ack of illV"' ecr-t of public opinion and t he aut ocrati c nature of t he

r egime reutri ct eti all ir.it.i at.ivl:' . or pro gr -eee and r-eforra t o ' t he ruling

authorities . In the other part s of Lhe Ottoman Empi r e i n t he 19th cent ur-.:r,

including Turkey Bsdf, the origins of t he pra~$ wer-e f1 i:'rl.l:u,. 4

lIuqa.mmad ' All t ook a deep pcr-acnak interest i n Nnl_Waq!Pi ' " , I n

his opi nion, i t 'Waa something more t han a me r-e official ga zet t e . He

1. H. Rifaat , 0'0. cit . , p , 41. A!:lo"6 mesbere of this rnirmion eent, t o- -Pa r is was Rif'a 'ah al-t ah\1im , who became Editor - i n-Chief of "al- WaqlPi ' N
later on (vIde inf ra pp. 14- 17).

2. I brtthIr:! ' Abdllh , Wnga ' 1 " p , ) '1.

3. Ibi d., pp.62-3 .

4 . 11a.rtin lIartmann i n "Dj a rida u, !::ncyclap".edia af I s l iUn . London , 1913,
I. p .10S, and t ar r avI. ,2R. £ll., pp . SI -'/S , give accounts of the offi cial
ca zottes es t abli shed as t he first paper s i n t he otto~ rlnpi r e . They all
appeared a f t er "al- W'aqa' i'lI. beginning with"Taqvirni Waqai ll i n I stanbu1 in
1$31 . For t his lat tar organ sec aleo: Carl Brcckelmaon, History of' t he
I s l amic Pcap1es , p. 398.



regarded it ne the r.:.oathpiece of his n ow r 6gino, whi ch would explnin

his plans and de fend hi s polic:r t o t he peopl e , and also as a means of

guidanc e and educa tion. He t heref ore co:;,nitted i ts eu ocrvfetcn t o t he

Educ3.t ion Department (DIwan a l -Mn.daris) . l But , in a ccordance with hi$

autocrati c pol icy, he kept a clos o eye on i t , and person~ 5u~ervisod

every det8il of i ts a£fa i rs . 2

The circulation o£ "al_\\'aql!i ' i t n gradually i ncreased . At fi r ..t

it. 'WaS di str i but ed t o t he r uli ng family , high of ficial s , religious

l eaders ( °ular.iP ) , and 1U"IllY of ficers . Later,on Mul)a.'!I!lad 'All ' s per sonal
.

instruction~ , it was a lso dist r i buted t o school boys and ordinary govern-

aent, of ficia ls . J Subscr ipt ion t o "a l - 'Wa qli 11 on was obligatory for high

0££icia 1154 and tree f or st udents . 5

At first, the Y0U!16 "a1- lia q&: "L' 11 crawled slowln it a ppear ed

i rregularly, i t s mat enal was poor , i t s style weak , i ts ntmospher e

s t rict lY of ficial. In 1841, hcwc ver , new regul a t ions were laid down for

t he paper , which ent er ed a f re sh period under- t he editorship of t he

1 . Ibr ahirn ' Abduh, Waqi'i' i ' , p .66 .

2. I bi d . , pp. 52-60. I n t l:e se pagca t l,c \oI1"i ter , quot ing fro'~ t he
Archi ves of t1tbi dI n Pal tl.ce , ehcwe ha..... Mul}ammn.d ' Ali, i n spite of his i llit 
er acy, interfered in edi ting, pr i nt i ng , and circulati ng lIal_Waqa 'i ' " .

J. I b i d ., p . 40 .

4. Tho s e whose monthly oa1;J.ry was one t housand pia:5t rco and upwards .

5. I bid . , pp . 40-42.



15

enlight.ened Sha;ykh Rim'ah al. ah\Jw5: . 1

I n t.hat per iod , th~ pa.pe r undentent re .39.rlcabl e changes in both

{o roll. and sub stance . The Arabic language was gi ven t he first pl a.ce , t he

~terial boi ng writ t en i n

t he Ar abi c wa6 pr int ad in

Arabi c And t hen t rans lat ed i nt o Tur ki s:l , and

2
t he r i ght hand ccduane , The pape r appearod

r egularly every week containi ng , not onl,y up-to-dato dO:UGat i c n ews, but

also selec tions of f or oign news t ranslated froot t he European pr es s . J To

1 . Rim ' Ab Rati ' al-'tah~vi (1001-73) . He was t he first of t he line
o f progres s i Te AzharI s who, i nfiuen ced by We st ern sci ence :1.1 d caltur e,
phyed l eading rOle s in the devel0JDeflt of MOdern Egypt . His a u t er a t
al- Azhar vas Sh3ykh lfasan &l- ' A1;t,ar, an enllg.~tcnod ' Ilia who had l earnt
llI'..lch fJ'ODl, travel i n the Eas t end fro..1 c ont ac ts ...-i th the French scholar s of
Bor.3pllrte 's cxpedi U on, and was a f ec i n c1028 t cucn wi t h Mu1'J~.!mL:ld 'All .
On t he r e eoeeendct don o f hi s master , al - lih~iiwr was a ppointed i::llr.l.
(chapla in ) t o the first civil educational mlssi on Mnt t.o Pa ri s i n 1826,
and there h~ pr-oved to be its most i ndu st rious s tudent . After five yea.r s
of SUCC~8lSful study, he r eturned. t o :3gypt where he ....:le a.ppoi nted Direc t or
of t he School of LanCW---EI!S, an d then itor of nll1.Wa~'i'" . In t lle reign
of 15l1l!i · n he became Di rector of t.he Trane:latio~ Bur-eau nnd Lclitor-i n
Chb f ot the educational. review "Rawqat al- Hadarls" .

Toget.'le r nth t.1s pupils he ac ca:pll~hed t.:lO cdra cl e oj! po~rizing

European eetence and enlighteni ng t he minds of his contemporaries . As
Leader- of tt!8 t rons l ati on IlIOTenent , he laid t he f ou."'Ida t i on of a r ene..issance
i n t wo ~n intellectual. fieB s i n laOdorn F..g;rpt , namely Ed..-:a tion and
J Ollrn<o.ll5:'. .

SlM : 1 . !'Iaurlce CheBOul, "Rif. · a. Bey" , r ncr c l . I s1.ar.L, HI, pp.
1155-56.

2 . ' Abd ai- LatH lJamzah, "dab al- Ha"ni1h d-§:'1UatIyah 11:
I , Calru, 1950, pp . 103- 51.

J . Jamnl a l - DIn nl- Shayylil , "-H a · ah al-.:rnht~J Cai ro , 1945 .

2 . Ibrahitt ' Abd'ih, Wagu ' i t
, pp . 8J , 95 .

J. I bid. , p. SJ.
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t e.is al-lcl1\hwI added a n e-.... llt er<~~/ eec t dce in wh i ch he ;:r.lbli shc j &~lect

Lone of classical .t:"8.bi c llt '::r~t~.l He "".J.II a s sist ed by sub-edit or a ,

for ""l~ "aJ.- W'a.Cia ' i " 1Ia8 a. trainin ~ school !or later br illiant j ou.""cl-

l stle 2
ca reer s .

that pe r i od , and becaee a 'Well r:lana£$d, po i"..1l.ar j ournal , very diffe rent

fro3 a dry, off icial ~&zctte .

Al-1'ah14ii'it1 in "al- Waqa '1 · 11 \1,<13 i n ;;,any wa~r3 a for erunner ot

• ,;.:~1.d ' Abd~lJ his eucce ueoi- 30:00 !'orty ;roa l"S Lat.e r- , Both w~re AzharI s ,

cnJ.ightenoo , a nd inn uenced by modern ecacnce a nd eu.ltur e . Each edi t ed

nC'.l-Wll.qZi:' i '" , r aised. ita utAndard and. left hill clear i nt elle ct ual lJl8.rk

on i t .

1Juf:> M,·.m.:lt eq this briJHi·nt poriod of t.he history of "a.l- 'rf.sqa ' i · "

lz1.sted on1J' a :::.ha rt t l.oo. Att.., r the 3et tleuent ot t he diplo.'ll.ntic crieil

1jE-'='ld ' ill on Ulc ono hend ,.:o.nd. the Porte 5Jld the F.uropean

PO"ller:l on the other , !.f:u.l).a::a'ld 'All, dillCOU!'&t,.-ed bT t he [ aUare of l:i 3

t erritorial ambitions , gr adually l os t hia 1;.Jpetuu trH' retol"'Jl. I n nearly

every field Ee;ypt canto to a standstill, Rnd m.n,y ot t he: new establlah-

ment 8 which had n ouriaheJ i n the past tif't.ecn years wer-e nO'W closed do-..rn

one a f t er t l1e other . "AI-Wa,-!a ' i '" wao one of the: victims ot t his r et ro-

greeetcn , B:\- a n order Leeued by Hu4IlJ:l11ad ' All in 1260 A. H. (lH44 ) , it

W'aB prevent ed from publishi ng 81'\7 polit i cal mat erial ) Grad>l8 ] ]y va r i ou s

o! its r eat.ur-c e \toro neglec ted , and i t beceec l ir.l.i t 9d t o routine do/nestle

1 . i}a:Juh, 0r.ill. , I , p.125.

2. Al!lOng t he se W&i!I A..;""3.'ld Fad" al- Jhidia'l, ldlo established and edited.
in Istanbul i n 1860 "al- JalQ ' i b-, which had great i nfluence in t he ltus l.ia
world . Sec t arrt>vI, ,22.ill. , I, pp.61- J .
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n ews. Al-tah~awi l oot I nter-eat, i n it and apparently pref e r r ed to concen

trate on his other i nt ellectual act i vi t ies .

Such wae t he situat ion of lIal- Waqa 'i H, durinG t he l ast few

1
year-s of HulJlUlrllad ' Ali ' s reign and t he short period of Ibr ahIm 's rule .

During t he r eigns of ' Abbas I and Sa ' I d , it decayed furthel' and t hen

c ea ood t o exist until it wa n r evived by Y.hedi ve 1 5l'~ 'n.

' Abb~G I , .:2 who was a s el fish , sullen a nd severe ruler, gave

"al-\4aqi'Pi < 11 its firs t f a t al b l ow. He Wr'. fl i ncapable of adapti ng hims elf

to the stato of a.ffairs creat-ed by his gr-and fat.hor- , DurinG his reign,

school s were shut , academe i n3titutions abolished and rectcet ce abandoned . '

He , t oo, t u rned his at tent ion t o "al -WaqJ ' i " l which , s t rancelyeno'.lgh ,

"he M W as ~~cthirv; ver y humilia tinG" fo r his ccvcrreaerrt and jli~sclf,

because it was r~~d by co~n poop1~ ; he ther efore reotri cted i ts circu

4
lat i on t o thc highest ofricials l It ;.:aa by hit! order also t hat nl -

~ah~awt Was s ent t o t he Sqd~n.

The moribund paper received i t s death blow during
S 5"

Sa ' I d ls relUl ."

This ca pricious ruler had a sort of a nt i -educat i on ccmpkex; He closed

1. Son of Mul}81!Il\1l.d ·ur. ioI'hcn t he physi cal and nent al health at his
father de clined seriou:;l:r, he r eplaced him (J uly- Nove:nber 1848) . I brlihtn.
died 9 months beforo his father, and WilG succeeded by ' Abba s I .

2 . Son of 'tusUn, son of HU~anr.lCl.d ' All.

J. M. Rifaat , all. cit ., p, 94.

4 . IbrlLhIm ' Abduh , TataW\',ur •• • pp. 42-3. \iuot i ng from t he Ar chi ve s
o f ' T.bidIn Pa lace.

5.
murdor

Son of lfui)amrtl<'ld
in 18 54.

' Ail. He succeeded his nephew ' Abba s a fter hi3
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t he r emaining Egypt ian schools whi ch I Abbas had no t already done nw.I.Y

wit h , a nd ukoc t he "Dlwan al -J.'.adJir i s tl i t self .1 Hl.o culminating a ct

against t he i ntellect ual lif e of l';r,ypt was t o bestov t he Bul1i:q Peeee

2
upon one of hi s favour ite official s , "Abd al -Ralrnlin RushdI .

During the r ei gn of Iuma ' il (1863-79) , howeve r , t he Egypt ian

press developed with rapid ~tride$. Less t han one month after his

a cces sion , and a t his innt igl1t ion, t he new proprie t or o f t he BuUiq

Pr ess r e sumed t he publication of lla l _Waqa ' i , ,,3 . In 1865 Ism'! ' n

r ecover ed t he press from Rushdi who received generous cornpensntion. 4

Thus "al_i'iaq5': ' i u , bel onged again t o th e Government .

I mni!' U 's policy t owards t he paper 10 i llust rat ed in a let ter

which he wrot e t o t he Hi nist or ( Nii~ir) of Fi nance about i ts repurchase .

I n t hi s l et t er he said , ~It 13 i ndi sputable t hat newspapers a re somo-

t hi ng a dvantagoous to t he population as veU 6 5 to t he Governaent ,

Ther of or o, I wish t o include "al- l,ia qii'i ' al-' 1i~rl)·ll.hll among the r espect ed

newspaper-s • • . 11. 5 And i n f act, dur i ng Isilli 'i:l l s r ei g1 , llal-WaqlPi ' n

be came ono o f t he mos t r-eepect.ed nev epaper-e , End in quality i ncomparably

bet ter t han it had ever been bef ore .

1. Hu!}arltllBd flit ' a t , Ta r Ikh "li Gr n: a l -Azminah nl -Ijadi thah , Cair o , 1951,
p . 133 .

2. I branIm ' Abduh , WaoIP i ' , p , 106 , quot i ng r rca t he Citadel Ar chi ve s .

3 . Isoa ' I 1 succeeded his uncle Sa ' I d \fflO died on January 18, 1863, and
t he f i r s t number- of t he new tlnl_Waqa '.i " ' a ppeared on FebruaI'"'J 9 . I bi d . ,
p , 101 .

4 . AmIn SUmI Pasha , Tawn al- fIU , IH, Cairo , 19.36 , p , 59!!.

5. IbrahI.-n ' Abduh, Tat awwur , p . 45 .
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An i ndependent o f fice (~hM.) was u talJl1shod t o d irect "&1

Waq.iP i on, wh i c h vas j.'\.lblished , fi r s t weekly, then t wice a week , in

Arabi c . At first t here was a euppltts:lCllt in Turk! , but t hi s was soon
1

dropped . Pew sectione were added ,and particular att.ent i on va s paid to

t he choice of its od! t or e ed staff lror.l &.!:lOne t he highes t r anking scholar s
2

ot nl-Azhar . For t he tirs t t ime, "al- ioI'll.qlP l'" was aold t o t he general

pu'>li c ins tead of to subscribers ol'lly, und cont.nined a section f or ad

vcr-tdeeaent s , whi ch be cwne A IIla j or source of itl!l revenue .3

I n .:tddition t o "nl- h'llqli'i lll , Is.':1it "I l ost nhlished f our other

ofticial papers ; t wo wer e military reviews, one a medi cal maga zine ,

"Ia 'sUb al- 't'ibb" , a nd one an educa tional maga.zi ne , "RaW'liat a l _Madaris" . 4

Is:3a:"n l s reign also witnessed t he beginning of the non-Governmental

pre s s in EQ"J't . 5 this l'fln;\rkable phenooenon wall t he expression of the

ncv public opi nion which had come i nto being in Egypt as the out come or

sever al intencting f act ors . The ~6t important of t hese was t he

develoJDCnt of intellectual Ure; '£aptians we beeinnin& to r eap tohe

harvest of the r efonn:l of the French exped ition and or HuJ)&:lD1ld ' All .

Another was Id ' I l ls pe r sonal interest in encouraging education. Another

1. Ibr:ihIm ' Abduh, Wnq1t ' 1 I, p , 122.

2 . The Editor-in- Chief of "a1_'n'aqa li lll in that per i od was Shaykh Al)ll\ad
' Abd al-Ral)Iro., El well qualified Azhnr i .

3 . I brahIm ' Abduh, Waq( ' i ' , p . 131.

4 . H. Sabr'J, LIFlDpi r e Emtienne sous h --an, Paris , 19J J J p , 3Zl .

5. The first inde r1!ndcnt paper tm8 " wad! al- flU" e5tablis.~od by ' Abdlll U h
Abu a1-Su ' oo in 11166 by encouragenent o f Is ~ 'n , Cf . ija..uah , 0 1") . ill., I ,
p, 15~ .



wa s t he Lnfkuenco of the Syri an intellect ual::: who mierated t o ~~e:J'Pt in

t his per i od and played a consi derabl e p:lr t i n i t ::s int ellectual revival

t hrough journa lism.

Isma'il bolieved t hat i t would be in his int erest t o encourage

t he e st ...blishrnent of pr i vatel y owned newapepez-s , 50100 of lotl i ch he

personally epcnsc red, He gave t hem c otn;Jl et llJ libcrt}" t hinking that t hey

wcul.d help hdn t o work up popular f ecline al;ai ns t European int erference ,

and not

methods

foreseeing t hat

• t 1O.L governr.len •

t hey woul d noon criticize his extravagance and

It was nat ural 'Ghat the e;rowth of t hi s t nde-

pendent pr e s s should affect t he off i c i al papers , and pa r t i cular ly
2

"al-\~aq~ 'i , n , whi ch i n t he later year s of Is.M ' U 1s r elen c ould not

keep pace with t he r a pid prcgr ese of i t s new r iv:lh .

This was t he ::ttanding of "al-W:!.qli' i ' f! when a sudden shi f t

occurred on t he stage of EGYPt ian polit i c f" . I S!lui'n wa s deposed by

t he Ottoman Sul tan and r-epduced by hi s son Tnwfiq in June 18'/ 9 .

Riylq Fnsh1'l. , who became Pr ime Hi ninter i n September- of t he eeme

year , contemplat ed r efol"lrlng l'al _Wa qa ' i Oll and r ..l.isi ng its et.andard ., I n

t he courso of hi s ef fort3, he s~~eht a capable wri t er t o rejuveTh~te t he

paper . Ono name , suggested t o him by some of hi s friends, was that of

Shaykh Muqamm~d ' Abdlm, a young Azhar I . RiYlq ac cept ed t he suggestion

end appointed ' Abduh sub-editor o f "al-Wuttii 'i H I in September 1800 . As

a r e sult of a report c ontaining a plan t o r -eform t he paper whi ch Hul)a::unad

' Abduh submi t t ed t o Ri yrut, a coJllJ11it.t ee wit h -Abduh us member was formed

to st udy the que st i on , and he wa3 appoi nt ed EJi tor- i n- Cijiet to put hi s

1 . H. Sabry, 22. ~., p . JJJ.

2. IbrahIm ' Abduh, Tatawwur, p . 54.
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propo3al~ into execution. l

Though l a sting for le8 ~ t han two years , t he period of 4Ahduh 'a

editor shi p was t he Gol den Age ofll a l _Wa qa ' 1 . 1I • It saw a r evolutionary

t r an s f orma t i on in t he cberc.ct e r- of t he of ficial j ournal . Under ' Abduh 'a

dir ection , and t hrollbh h13 wri t i ng5, "al - Wa q!i ' i"' , now issued dai ly,

became t h e mos t i nfluent i a l Egypt ian paper- of its t ime. He cede it a

tri bune fra~ ~lich he t augtt t he people, criti cized t he Govern~cnt i t -

self, and l ed a gr eat r eform mJVOfficnt . During this peri od, which coi ncided

wi th t he nat i onal uprising agni n3t forei t;n i nt er vent ion ani Khedl vial

de spotism associ ated with the name of AQ.":\.3.d fAr aoi:, llal_Waq!~i 'll a s sumed

t he posi t i on of medi at or bet ween t he Gove~~ent and U10 peopl e . I t

"addr es s ed t he people i n t he tongue of t he Govor nment , and addr-es aed

t he Government i n t he tongue of t he people ll •
2 This mos t i nt eresting

period in t he hbt orj of "al - Wa qi1 ' i HI ended ",i.th t he Brit ish occupation of

Ee;ypt in September 1M 2 . HulJ&TIad · :'bduh was a r r -e s t ed a nd e.d.Led wit h the

leade r s of t he ' Ar ab! movement , «rul Egypt ent er ed a new phase of her life .

Hencef orth , "al - Na qii: ' i ftl conti nued publicat i on , but declined un-

til it became ~lat i t was suppos ed t o bo , an offi cial gazet te . Gradual ly

non- offici al Lt.ene wer-e dropped , until only Government, ermounceaent.s re-

aadned , It i s ct ill published to- day by the Gove rnment Pr e s s in Cairo ,

with 2. oepnrllte Fren ch tran s l a t i on ,3 and cont a i ns t he Par l i wacnt a ry minutes,

texts of !aw.!) , Cabinet order s , offic ial r e ec jutdcna , result s of t he

I,
gener al exami~~tions , and so f orth .

1.
Secret

Ri4H, 22' £!1., X, pp. 131-38, See al so:
fust orY of the ~nglish Occunat ion of EpJ]t ,

h'ilf r i d s cawon Bl unt J

New York, 1922, pp. 378-79•
2 . Mulp r::mad ' Abduh i n his aut ob i ography, r eproduced by Riqu, .2E,. ill.,
I, p . 180.

3 . Thi s supplement is called IlLe J ournal Offi cieP .

4. I brahfu •Abduh , Waqa ' i ' , pp . 1'14-92.
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CHAPTffi II

MUHAMMAD ' ABDUH, THE JOURNALIST

Mul)aJ!1ll8.d •Abduh I s work as a j ournal ist had a decisive i nn uence

on the course of his care er . Journali8~n not only f irot gave hdm fame

and l ed him t o t he centr e of t he political st age; i t al so broadened hi s

hori zon. I t acquaint ed him with the needs of t he Egypt i an peopl e i n

every field of life, and brought his prof ound mind i nto di rect conta ct

wit h t he minds of l eadi ng polit i cal and l i t erary men i n Egypt and

Europe . True t o his vocati on a s an 1l.zhar I J ' Abduh remained pr i.rna.rily

a. r eligi ous thinker j but , without tho experience which journalism gave

him, hi s t hought would not have attained it ::; unique b r eadt h of i n sight .

Purely as a journalist . ' Abduh' s achievements were of gr eat

importance . Confining hi mself in his books t o restrict ions of hiehcr

subj ects,! he used t he newspaper and per i odi cal as vehi cl es of hi s

ideas on current t opi c3 and irnnedi ntaly needed r eforms ; and t hese i deas

had a reaar keb ke influence on Egypt ian affairs . He devel oped n style

of writing newspaper arti cl es which was clon.r l simpl e and expre!3sive.

Aa a pr act i cal newspaper man, he made a succes s of t he papers Whi ch he

edited or with Whi ch he was as soci at ed.

UUl)annad ' Abduh was born i n 1849 t o nn Egypt ian peasant family

2
and epent n.i. o clri I dhc od in a amall village of Lower Egypt . Atter

learning the Qur ' 1l:n by heart, he was sent i n 1862 t o study theol ogy at

1 ' Abduh wrote works on t heology, myst icism, logi c, r hetoric et c .
A·complete list at ' Abduh' s books i s gi ven km Oeaan Amin l HuhMm'lad ' Abduh
[ i n French) , Cair o, 1944, pp. 2&7- 69.

2. HnQallat na ~r i n t he Pr ovince o f.BI~ayrah . See: J . Schucht ,
11 Muhammad "Abduh" , articl e i n Encycl. Isl..1.ffi, Ill , pp. 67B- 80.
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t he Alp:Iadt Hosque in t he t o\m of l'an'iIi , l whore he was 30 dd sco.irnged

by t h e met hod of i nst ruct i on t hat he fled f ro_:! his s t udies a nd went

back t o his village. He would have become a peasant like roost of his

f amily but f or the influence of his gr-eat, uncle, Shaykh Darwish Khacfr, 2

who aroused in him an i nterest i n mj~ticism and in knowledge generally,

and t hus changed the whole tenour of his life . ' Abduh resumed hi rl

s t udie s in tant,ii, and in 1866 entered al - Azhar , wher e he at firs t gave

himself over to ~sticism and ascet i ci sm. Agai n his great uncle

dissuaded him therefrom and e Lsc trained him t o give public eddr eeeee

t o t he small society at t he village and t o use his knowledge for t he

bene fit of the people .) I n 1871, while still at al-Azhar, he came into

contact v i t h S~ld J~l aI - Din al- Af ghani (lBJ9- 1871), t he gr ent

Kusl.im refomer a nd revolutionary who , a fter bei ng expelled from. Istanbul,

had recent~ cone to live in Cairo .

AI - Afjjl3ni dreamed of t he re-Wlification of t he entire Muslim

WOrld into a single state or bl ock s t rong enough to wit hstand Europea n

encroachment . The weakness of t he Husl iJns , he t hought , was due t o thei r

- - - - - - - - _.._ --- --- -
1. Students we r e pr epar ed there f or ent ering a l - Azha r .

2. A good- hea rted ~ilfr (mystic ) of penet r at i ng insigh t end genuine
piet 7 . He bad me~rized t he ~ur 'an and was pr of i ci ent in underst anding it,
nnd s t udi ed the ~ndrth (Prophet Traditions) ns wal l a s other Islamic sciences .
Ho had also travelled in the Libyan desert a s f ar as Tripoli, whe r e he had
t a ken up et.ud tee with Suyyid Hul)annad a.l-Hadani:, who inducted him into the
Shadhali: Siifi order . Returning t o his village, he enga ged in agriculture ,
and used his knowl cdgc in guiding s piritually hi s small society.

Seo : Charles C. Adams, Islam and Modernism in E£YRt , London , 1933,
p . 23; ' Ut h.'lla n Amin, Mll.'Jronmad ' Abduh , Cairo , 1944, pp . 11-12 ; Al)m.1.d Amin ,
Zu'am.1i ' al-I~laJ1 rr al - ' Aqr al - ljadith, C&iro , 1948 , pp. 83- 84.

3 . During his summer va cat i ons , fAbduh used t o meet his gr eat uncle
who would demand an a ccount of his achoL1.r ly occompj.t snment.e at al - Azhar
duri ng the year , and u:ged ' Abduh to.learn neW subject s such a s l ?gic nnd
geomet ry . See : -Uthnliin AmIn, .2r! . m., p , 19; AIJm<ld A.-urn, .2.2. ill., p , 290.



own dia oc~ ~ion5j to the despot ism of their native rulers; a nd to t hei r

baC~~rdneas in science and mat erial power , due to t he rigid t r aditi on

alism and supcr:ltition of their pr e sent religious t hi nkin&. Gi fted with

brilliant pcver-e as a s;>eaker and or ganizer , ll.1- Af GhlinI called on t he

Muslims to cast off uespot i c or LUro penn rule and ostablish in ita place

c onst itutional and par 1i .......ntary govenrnent ; to cver-c cae their sectarian

di fferences; to make use of European t ec hnique s ; and by freely exer cising

their moos , to regain t heir old 8Ilinence i n the world of eetenee , A

sincere believer, thOUl;h not pr imarily a t heologi an, al -Af ghanI put fo rward

reasoned arguccnts to ohow that none o f thes e things would be incDn'lplltible
with the t eachi ngs of Isl.am.. l

Al-AfghW wna r eceived with ll1Uch honour by the Egyptian authorit ies .
The Prime lI.inister R1y14 Pa sha enco'l r aged hilA to reside in EQpt and

:rantod hin an i.llowance from official f unds . 2 At firat sight , thitl

hospitable at titude o f t he Egypti an Gonrnment t oward, a nan who had been

expelled by the Subl ime Porte as a dangerous revolutionary , seems s t range .

It Is to be expla1ned by t wo t hings: 18112 ' U 'a rolicr of givin.'; r e fuge to
intellectuals who sought shelt er in l::gypt , and his under -estiJn3.tion of

t."Ic riC'(I~cr t o his Govonvnont of nl-Afghani 1a t eachi ng s . Probably also

Isnli 'n was gked of the opportunity to go aeainst the policy of the Porte ,

a s he liked t o sh ow himself us i ndependent of the Ott oman l?znpi re as pos e

i ble.J

The arrival of al-Afghini in Egypt coincided. wi th a ·pe r i od of ten

sion and tra ns f or::ation in the national life . The J1i ~ery which I srnitn

See : I. Goldziher, ftOjwnal aI- DIn al - AfghSnI" , r.n:~~ . Isl:irn, I,~. ! eXH-lOll; ~d Am.In , .2£. ill., pp. 59-12Oj ~I. e.tal aJ l., Ja.":Iii1
.o.l- DIn a l - Afghint , Bayri'it. 1952.

2.
Bayriit ,
3.

Mul]aIIVIl£l,d Pasha al -Makhzw ,
1931. p. 39 .
Qaltaj I , 22. £i1., p. 35 .

Kh~tirat Ja~l al -DIn a l-A fch~nI ,
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had brought t o t he countr,y, t ho increasing for ei gn intervention, t he

impact of Wostern ideao and t he i nt ellect ual r evi vvl of th e n, ticn,

had all l ed t o a general reeling of di8cont ent wit h t he existing order .

AI -AfghW arrived just in t ime to mould t his feeline into some ki nd of

shape . He poured hi s activity into va r t ouo channekaj l ect ures i n hi s

hooM ,
l

s peeches in the ear h and participntion in t he Masonic or-gan

2
izat ion . His most important nchiovem.;!nt was t he creation of a group

of disciples who "caught, f rom him, not only l earning and. phil osophy , but

al so a living spirit whi ch caused t hem t o see the stat e of the peopl e

as i t rea~ was, atter t he vei l of false i deas had been r ent f rom t hei r

minds" .J For t he s e disciples, al -Af gh§:ni: cast a new light on t he t ra

ditional l ea rning ; he called t he ir at t ention t o Eu r-opean work s accessible

in Ar abic tran~lation~, and interosted them i n t he pract i cal probl ems of

the day in Egypt and other lfu slim and Eas t ern countr i es . The most ardent

of t hes e pupils and t he clos est of t hem. t o t heir rsact.er- was t he Azhar

student Mul}ammad •Abduh , 4

Al- AfghanI encoura.ged his pupils t o trJ t o i nfluence public

opinion t hrough t he preea, and t r ai ned t hem. in t he art of wri t ing a r t i cl e s

1. He never t aught at a1- Azhur . The all owance he obtained f rom the
Goverrrncnt had no obligat ion of any ki nd. Cf . MnkhzUmI, .2,E.. cit . , p , 39;
J ur j I Zaydan, Ta raj im MashithI r al - Sharq , II, Cairo, 1922, p. 56:"

2. Cf. AJpnad AmIn , .212. ill. , p . 64; MakhziImI, .2n,. cit . , p, 41. Al -
Afghan! l ater founded a new Lodgo in Ecypt . ' Abduh became a Fraemason i n
t his Lodge of which many l eadi ng Eg::p t i ans were also members . The embryo
of t he E~tian nat ional Party was fanned t he re . See : Sabry, ,22. ill.,
p, 349.

J . Zaydl'in, £E. ill. , I , p. 28l.

4. Alpnad Amin, on. cit ., p . 292 .
~-
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on l iter a r y, s ocial and politi citl sub jects . l He a lso encouraged end

hel ped ~ome of t hem to establi sh new j ourna l s, i n l~ich he himsel f
2

wrote arti cl es . A new school of j ournalists thus arose, who t ook t he

l ead i n pr-cgt -e esdve mov ement s i n uany ficHs .J I nspired by al - AfghW ,

MuQammad •Abduh eagerly ent ered t he pat h of jouMallslIl.

• • •
The first publinhed works of oAbduh were five art i cles 4 which

he wrote between Septenber 18'76 and his graduat i on from al -Azhar i n

May lEn, f or t he pape r tla.l_Ahram.II.5 SOf!Ie of t hes e were l ong and

appear ed serially in successi ve i ssues . Th~y ar e of great interest ,

because they ex~rCS 5 some of the basic i dea s of t he r oform mission t o

which ' Abduh devoted his life.

1.
1910,

Bdward G. Browne, The Per5ian Revolut ion of 1995- 1999, Cambr i dge ,
p , 8 .

2 . I b r ahIm ' /.bduh , Jartdat al -Ahr am, Cairo , 1951, pp. 104-5.
MWJa.ntrJa.d ' Abduh hiI:lself stresses t his point in hka autobiography, r eproduced
by Ricta , 22. ill. , I , p , 38.

3. Among t he members of t his school were t he famous j ournalists :
I brithim al- Laqam , "Abd Alla h al- NadIm., I br ahim al- Muwaylil}I., t he Syri ans
AdTh IsQaq and Sa) fm al- Naqqbh, and Ya' quo Sanu ' ( J eace sencue }, See
'tarra~I, 2,E. m., rr, pp. ').,4'1, 256 , 262, 264 , 'J:l3, Z77 , 288 ; Ijarn.za.h,
.£E. ill., IIl , 1951; <;,;a l ' a j i , .22. eit . , pp. 41-42.

4. Reproducod by Riqa, 2E . £!1. , 11, pp. 15- 48.

5 . Es tablished i n Al exandria by the Syrians SalDn and Bashdr -ah Ta qU
i n I ffl6· a t fi rst puhlished ,>'eekl y , t hen daily, and lat er moved to Cairo .
At pres ~nt i t is t he l eadi ng daily i n t he Ar ab worl d . Se e I brahim ' Abduh,
al-Ahram.



The first of t-hese a r -t.Lclee which appea r -ed inl1al - Ahrfiml'on

September 3, 1876, wa~ 11. mesMge o f congratulation and wel come fron t he

youne Azhari to t he new journal. I n it ' Abduh recalls t he elory of EGYPt

in past aees and expresses confidence that still great er at t a inment s can

be expected from her i n pr esent timos . The second a rti cl e stro53CS t he

value of newspapers as a means of guidance and reform in b ot h religious

and political affairs . The third is et hical and }iJ.ilosophical, dealing

with t he organization of human society and t he factors whi ch bring i t

about, a nd also containing an appeal for co-operative fraternit y between

all Egypti ans despite differences of creed.

The fourth of t .heee arti cl es ie t he most L"'1Iportant . It ehcve

' Abduh1 s baai,c Ldece on educational reform, t o which he gave detailed

a t t ention later on in "al- h'aqa 'i · lI • Refe r ring to the progres s ecrueved

by t he European nations t hrough science and t echni que, he crit i cizes t he

' ulama' of a l - Azhar for t heir negative a t t i t ude t.cwar-da t he moder-n sciences I'

and. draws evidence from the paet, of Islam to demonst r ate tha t the ec qufe-

ition of s ci entific knowledge in an individual duty (farq ' a.yn).

The f i fth article i s a r eview of the Arabic translat.ion of Guizot I 5

"Histoire de la Civilisation en Europe et en France" by !jtmayn Ni ' mat

Alliih KhurI, in the cour-se of ....nich •Abduh poi nt s out t he inadequacy of

t he Arab i c language as i t then was and t he need for its rerore,

Two mor e a rti cles , which ' Abduh wrote a f ter h13 gr aduat i on and

which wer e published i n tlMi!2r" ,1
2

a r e also of i nterest , They sunmarize

1.
ferred

A newepnper cstablished by Adib ISQaq in Cairo in 1~/7,

t o Alex.andria . See 1'urra; i , .22' ill., Il , p , l rfl.
then t r ans-

2 . Repr oduc ed by RieJa, .2I2' ill., rr, pp . 2- 15.



J.

28

tlo'O of his r.l.aster &l-AfghinI's philosophical lectures , but do not,

i nclude any COIll:~nt by tAbduh .

The article s whi ch ' Abduh wro t e in t his first staee of his

Journali:ltic career re n ect t he i nfiuen c e of &l- Atgh.[ni l s t eaching.

on his tho .~t l~ t he strength of his ef fo rt t o escape fro the narrow

dogmat i:J::l ot al- Azhnr .

t'N:!l t he 11terary poi nt of vie""', •Abduh I 8 s t yl e in thh per i od

s t i ll shows t he influence of cla8s1cal Arahi c prose ~~th i t s t r8dition8

and rules . His writing is f ull of rhYl~e 8 and f anciful si mile o. In t he

a rticles sun:~1.rizing al- Afgh3.ni ' s t wo l ec t ur es, however , he tried

t o report honestly t he substance of what his !lw-st ol' had said, wi thout

addi ng any embellishments . A steady develo;nent can be no t iced in the

s tyle and stNet.ure of t he se el'.rly a rticles, f ro;a slmple compositions

to polished and well-arra nged e s says•

•"l lduh ' s a rticles in "al-Ahra.'2" drew at tent ion to hi.'1I a.s •

pro:rl.sing e ssayist. and paved t.he way f or his lat ar a ppointment t o t he

stall ol "al- h'aqA 'i '" . They also i ncreased t he a.nger at t "te conservative

'ul.ar.1l' aeains t th is young bhan , whOlll they had alroo.c\y suspected or

heresy as an ardent disciple or al_Atghi.nI. 1

Having r eceived hi s degr ee as an '~~" ' Abduh becane a l ecturor

at nl-Azhar, and at t he end of 1878 wae a joc appointed t eacher in bot.h

Dlir nl- 'Ul ii:lI. 2 a nd t he School of Languages •.3 It. seems t hat. t ho pres sure

ot his teHching work affected his jouITlullatic activity for, apart.

1 Hu ~~a ' Abd al-Riziq, a biographical address given at "The
g. tian Univer sity " on Jul;r U, 1922, on the occasion of tho 17th anni
v~ary of ' Abduh l s decease , and published i n "al- IQt i m bi IQ:!' Dhik ra
al-lJzsUdh al-Imoa" , Cairo, 1922.

2 A higher trai ninr; ecnccd, f ounded in 1872 t hro:tgh the etrorts or
.ill Hubirak Pasha , then llinister of uce tacn, to produce t eachers t rained.
in both mo i ern and h la:nic sciences . See He,)'WOrth- Dunne, .2l2. ill.,pp·.376-n

' Uthoi"1n AmIn , .2£. ill. • pp . 33- 5.
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trom. t he two abov&-ment i onlSd sU:!ElIaries ot al-AIghW ' s l ectures, no

contributions frolll his pen ct.n he f ound i n t he pr e s s ol tohi B per i od .

In 1876, Khe1i.vc Isrn.!i ' n had a greed to t he d e cende of t ho European

bond- hol der s for a Dual (Anglo- French) Control of Egypt 's finances j and

a t the behe s t of t he British and Fr ench GovelTl:1ents he was depcaed by

the Ot t o:n.l.n Sultan a nd succeeded by hb 3 0 n Tawfiq on Juna 26 , 1879.

The libera l group who by this t iJne, under al-Atr.hunI ls innpiring l eader 

shi p, had a c quired r -eaarkebj,e influence , expected gr oa t deeds of the

young Khedi ve . Taloo"tIq had already a ssured al - At ghbI a nd his group

that , when he had attained po.....er, he voul d aid thei r e fforts f ur refon:l..

He soon disa;opointed t hoi r hopes , howeve r , when in September 18'/9 1 he

expelled a l -AtehiinI: from. Egypt , and d i 8'.u.8s ed 1ful) a1:r.La.d ' Abduh from his

too.ching posts a nd ordered h1lll t o r etir e to his village . The order A.1~o

prohib i t ed tAbduh f r<n addressi ng the public , whet :ter by maki ng s peeches

or by writing in pape r s . 2 This draetic mea sure which ended the tint

s t a ge or ' Abduh' s journalistic car eer , was no doubt taken i n Yiaw of hia

connecti on with aI- Afghan! and of t he advanced ideaD expressed in his

teaching and pr es s contributions . )

• • •
On Se ptember 21 , JJr/9 Riy'-tJ Paaha was recalled by Taw-fIq t o fo rm

1 . At that t t .6 Tawft4, was exercisi ng abs ol.t e pc....e r ov er Egypt . For
about a month (August IS- September 21, 1879) , he himself was Prioc tJ..i.n1s t e r
as wellas Khed1ve. ct. tAbd a.l-Ra.~~n al - miti · I . al-Ttufwrah al- tArabi.vah wa
n1- IDtll!1 Rl- InjlIzI , 2nd ed. , Coiro . 1949, p . 35.

2 . ct . Adams, .22. ill., p , 7 ; -8. Hi che1 and Moustapha Abdel Razik , La
Vie du Cheikh Uoharnmed Abdou , I ntroc.luction t u "~ :\salat Al ,Ta whi d". Il f rench
translation or "flisalat a1- Tllwl).4AII I,:, Muttanood Abduh, Perd.s , 1925. pp.
xxrlii -xxix; Brmme, 2E,. ill., p, 8 .



& new Cabi net . ltiy~4 had. hi s o\to'll. i deas about r -e r cne, His opinion was

t hat c onstitutional life was not suit ahle fo r Ee1Pt , s i nce t he peopl e

were not mat uro enouGh t o Make a tiood us e of it; t hey should first be

1trained a nd guided till t hey come of ac o polit i ca l..ly . On t hese grounds,

he encouraged educational and j ournalis t i c efforts, a nd t urned hi s

a ttention t o re f orming the of f i ci al ga zet t e , which ~.d been a ~tfering

f I"Oll t h e growing competition of the non-goverrrnental or-eae ,

The r eputation gai ned by MW)WIIllad ' Abduh l! 1I a promi s i ng

journalist lad t he two distinguished men whom Riy1l:q consulted to propos e

him AS t he r i ght Rl8n f or "al- W'aqa ' i, "2 . Riyii4 a cc ord.:ing1y urged. Tawfl:q

to pardon ' Abduh and approve hi s a p::-oi nt.Qcnt t o i t s staf t j and &s already

Dention~, ' Abduh , on t he strength oC his report concerning the reform

of t he journal, "''8 8 shortly afterwards ( in Oct ober 1880) lIl8.de Ed.1t or-i n

Chief, and at t he same t ime Head of t he Pr e s s Bureau (~)Am al_Ma~bu ' ~t ) 4.

I n t his ca pacity, trom October l SOO t o Se ptember 1882 , ' Abduh

proved his out s tanding abi lit7 a s a journalist and bOCti.'TI.8 famous as one

of t he eDJ.nont per sonalit ies ot Egypt . He profi t ed t rom t he f ree hand

gin n t o hila in hi s dutieB by Ri,.aq to -.ke "al-waql ' i '" the QOUt hpiece

of his re f orming idea s and of the sent ir.tent s of the people during the

n1.tlonal ecvenent , A d6t ailed d t ecue et cn of his 'Wor k and writings a s

i'dit or of "al- \'/nqiPi ' " will be given i n t he tollowins chapters .

1. er, AlJl1ftd A..un, ~. ill. , pp. 221-95.

2 . Tb"]' were lW).'1!'.ld~ al - BariIdI Pasha (1839-1904) , s ter of aqf s
(endowments ) a t t hat t ime, a Camous poet and ono of t he l eaders of the
' Arabi IOOve:nent ; nnd ShaJic.'l lSUsayn al- anr:pfi (d. 18B9), an enlight ened pro
reaecr- of Ar1l.bic literat u r e . See : ' Uthman Alnrn, 22. ill., p , 28.

3. Vide !luor a , p . 20 .

4 . Riqa, 22. ~., I, pp . 137-38 ; Ibrah~D ' Abduh, Wana ' i ' , p . 156 .
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I t seems ap~ropriats , however, t o describe here the devel Qpment

of Abduh ' s llt e:rary at. le d '.1rlng this pe r i od . In t he pages of "a.l-W<lG! ' l "" ,

his diction is llberatod t rota t he classical fet ters whi ch ham;>er hi s

fir~t arti cl es in "al- Ahr h lf • and becOOltls C10llr ani direct . His plI"pOse

la t o a ffect. his reader ' s aind, and he eiV8S up the old-fashioned displar

of literary art k1ld pr i de of OIofled;.::e . Occae1onal1¥, however , 1n t he

enthusi a s:11 of his writing s , he revert3 9pc;ntaneoud~" t o rhyr:dng prose end

hi ghly c oloured l:I.otaphoru .

In s pito of being a Gcvernrent, funct l orUlry, ' Abduh , IU5 ment i oned ,

freely criticized act i ons of t he Government whi ch i n his judeemcnt deserved

criticls:n. The idea s ..mieh he expressed vere at first t hose of en

evolutionary r e f armer ; he dr ew attention t o t hll defect s of society and

mtgge sted practical WIly. of it,p rove=;)Cnt and progress . As cirCWllstances

rl~eloped, he pla,.ed , throue}l his vrit 1ngl) 1n Ital_i:&ql 'i n a nd other

nct i rlties , an importa nt role in the contemporary nat i onal OCJYeGent . This

politica l a ctivit y ended with hi s arrest a fter the Brit i sh occuprlti on ot

Er;ypt in Sept enber 1882, and the suppres sion ot t he nat ional DlOveQent .

By an ll.dmini s t r ntive decr ee 1 S8Ucd on Decem.ber 29, 1882 , t Abduh,

Y.ho ha d spent nearly t hr ee ttOnths in pr ison, was bnnished frol!l F.gypt a l ong

wit h other Leader-a of t he nati onal movem.~nt . The t erm of hj.e banishment

wa s set a t t hree years;l and significantly, he wa a cited in the prcceedtnge

us a j ournali e.t . 2 I n J anuary 18aJ he l eft EGYPt tor his exile 1n Dayr\it .

1. A. H. Broadl e;r, HOlf \lie Defend..! Arab! I\nd His Frlen<13 , 1.oOOon , l884 ,
p. 422.

2. Even t he labol on ni s cell doo r descr-Ibed him. as j Ounlalis t
(jurn&lji) . I bi d • • p, ill.
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• • •
Af ter a stay of a year i n BayrUt., f Abduh w... e invit.ed by al -AtghW

t o join him. 1n Pari s , a.nd road il ;y accepted, In Par is tone t wo men

collabo r .a.ted in ! oun.iing an I sl&J:l.i.c political aoeiet7 called. Ital_ ' Urwah

a l -'-'u.thqa" (in French "10 Lien I ndissolubl e " ) and i n pub li8h.ing and

writing a n Arabic organ of t he Soci et y with t he same name.1 The pur 

pcees of t he paper all decla r ed in i t s tlr flt number m-ai ch ept.ear-ed on

March 13, 1884,
2

were t o awaken t he i,:a l1tem peoples and a roue e t heir

nat i onal zpir it agai nst bath imper ial ism and nat i ve dospotism; to unite

t he public opinion o f all Mus lim countries ; and t o di spel t he fal s e

a ccasat i on laid t o Y.U8l.ims t !l&t t hey were I nca;ablo of understanding and.

caking use of uodem science and civilisation . .u-Afgh~ va. stated

t o be i tll poU t i cal director and ' AbdtL, its FAit or-1.n-Chief .

"A1.- ' Crwah" had t o cease publicat i on a f t er onlr seven months ;
,

but it achi eved a good eeeure of its declared obj ect s , as it was to

exercise a pro f ound influence on t he minds of t he KusliJll pecpjce , bnd

especially on t he r ise ot constit utionalis t and nat ionalist liIOvencnts

IUDOng t hem.

The a rli clea of ' Abduh as he wa s

mor-e capable of lo'l"Ui ng ete-...r!y i n modern Arabic t han al - Af@,hanI . They

1. Ad~ , £C. cit . , p. 58. I t was a s ec ret societ y with branc he s 1n
t r.e diff erent rlusfu .Inndn , TIlB paper was financed by t he. cembcr s ' cont.r i -
but i ons hnd sent free t o r eader s . See : d AaIn , 22. C1t., pp. 81- 2 .

2. Repr-oduced by Riljl , 22. ill., rr, pp. 215- 23.

3. z ecr-cduced by Rilja , £E. ill., I , pp . 290-339, rr, pp . 215- 33'1 .
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bear the obvious stamp ot al-AtghW 'a enthus iaotic i deas , whi ch ' Abduh

at t hb t ime shared to t he full . Such ardour is not to be f ound in

his previous and. subsequent vritings .

t o the overwhelming spi rit of al-At ghlnI,

2
articlu a re attributed. The uni-t o whoo most of t he ideas in t he

"Ths t one and spirit of t he

journal vas [ ai c ] BlUeh more radi cal and aggressive than t hat ( sic ]

of the ideas advocat ed by "Abduh i n hio pr evious edit orial experience

i n Egypt" . l This eae mninly due

Yersal s cope of "al- 'Urwah" , and ' Abduh' a bitt er reaction t o his &Utter

ings and the _trect on him ol living in a European liberal atmos~ereJ

may usa b.'ft: cont ributed t o his enthusiasm .

' Abduh 1s !!ltyle i n "a1- 'Urwah" also shows a reoarlcabl e change .

It is eloquent and oratorical , in hanaon,y n th t he enthusiaa... of t he

idea aj a rchai nms have almost entirely disa p:>oared .

In addition t o blamic and Eastem pr ob l ems i n general . a good

nu:nbe r of the a rti cles deal in particular with t he Egyptian ques t i on and

S~ese atfairs . J This waa natural alter the British occu,ation of

Egypt and the rebellion of~d Alp'I.'ld, who cl.a1.med to be the MahdI,4

in t he ~QdAn.

I n July 1884, ' ''bdull visit ed London , where his f riend W. S. Blunt 5

1 . Adam~ , ,22. ill., p, 61

2. cr. Ri43, 22. £!!., I, p• .2B9 j ~al ' aj i , 22. ~., p. 65; ~~~~ah,

.2£. ci t . , rr, p. 91.
3 . - Reproduced by Ri<J', .2l2. £l1., I, pp. 332-82.

4. The prcateed Messi ah of I slamic ~holog;r.

5 . Wi ltri j Scaven Bl unt (184"-1922) . "~llsh writer and poet . After
trayel!! in the near East and India , he becaee an ardent, anti-i.rIl?"'!ri.ioll1st and
suP?Orter of Husli~ aspi l"1i. tions and of nat i onalisiD. in ' . , Ireland and India
Ho met I Abduh first in EGYPt bef or e t he ' Ar hbi movCIIlont , and the t wo U1Cn beCanf'
tinn friends. He defended the Egypt ian cause before t he British p Jblic op1nicn
verbally a nd in his writings , t he r:to s t important o f vnf co ar e : "Sec r et !lhtory
of t he English Occupat i on of EI.~pt ll a nd "Ocrdcn at Khartou:. " .

See : \iebs t er BiOGraphical Di ctLnnry , lofass . , U.S .I. . , 1948, p , 161;
' Ut hr:lo'in Ar.Un , £,p.. ill., p , '/4 .
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introduced him to Lord llarti ntIton , Sec retary of Stato for WIU' , And t o

a numbor of British Journali:5t s and nembars of Par lilUllont . 1 As Editor

of "&1- ' Urwah" I he di scussed with t hem. t he EQptian question ; &00 his

interviews Wer e publis hed both 1n "al_ OUrotah ll and In ecee English news

papers , such .8 "Th. Pall Ka.ll Gazette" , "Trut n" and "'The Times" .2

Bot h in his arti cl es about F.gypt and in his int ol'Tiewe in London ,

' A.bduh att.acked t he rule ol TavfIq and t .;e poU C7 of t ho Br i t i sh Govern

ment 80 YohesDentl.T t hat hi :! l riem Bl unt adrl aGd hiJD to >:1jerat e his Lan

guage .
3

This m.y haYe been the reason why t he Egypt ian author ities delayed

his return t o Egypt attor t he expirat ion of t he prescribed period o f hie

exil e .

Th. ctighteenth a.nd l ast nu'Dber of "al_ ' Urwah" appeared on Oct ober

17 I l884. This earlr and sudden deetee vas mainly due to t he obst..1.c l es

put in ita way by t he Drit.i M Go'iemncnt Whi ch , ala~ed by t he fie rce

ness o f its tone and t he extent of i t s intluence, refused t o allow it.

importation i nto India end f..gypt , 4 t hough many copies were &nlI.lggl ed into

t he s e countri es .

' Abdu~l a nd al - J..t.1h1AnI now s eparated , and ' Abduh r et urned at t he

baginnlng ot l 1JAS t o BayriIt , where he r ema i ned f or t hroe years . 5

1 Among t hese personalit ies were Lord Rnndol ph Churchi ll end Si r 'Illlf r i d
r.,;ws on . cr. Bl unt , Gor don nt Khartoum, London , 1911, pp . 211- '/5 .

2 . ' Ut hman AmIn , op . ~., pp. 83 - 95 .

3 . Blunt , Gordon a t Khartou.m, pp. Zlo-75, 540 .

4. Browne, 0 ;J. ill., p, 9.

5 . Adaras, ,22. ill. , p , 64 .
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• • •
Bei ng no longer under the i nf l uence of al -Afenuni 'o dynamic

pe n lOna lit y a nd rcvolutionar-J ideas , ' A.bduh , t hough still above all a

reformer , now r everted t o hi s or i gi n.ll evolut ionary outlook on life, a s

is a ppar-ent, in all his subsequent a ct i vit i e s and writinGs , Mor eover .

Bayrilt was in Ot t oman t erritory directly controlled by Sultan •Abd a1

~aTJlid ' e deapot.Lc Ocvernment, and pe m eat ed by hi s power ful espi onage

system. ' Ahduh i n Bayriit remaine J tar from t he polit i ca l s t ruggl e and

devoted himself mainly t o scholarship and teaching, which wore, indeed,

mora congenial to hi s t er.J.perament , especiaJ.ly t o the intellectual probl ems

of r eligious and educat ional r ef orm. He taueht t heology and Ar abi c liter -

a t ure at "a l -Hadr asM al-Sul~nIyahll J lectured i n t he racequce and in his

house , and \-frot e on r eligious and liter ary sub j ect o. 1

He only contributed seven articl es t o the pre s~ , 2 six to t he

Lebanese ma gazine "Tiuun,'l. r a t a l _Funaml13 end one t o "al- Ahram" . In the

t hree of these a rti c l e s which are on polit i ca l subject s -- one on t he

situation i n Egypt , 4 a not her on t he Sudan5 and a t hi rd on I ndia
6

' Abduh oppo s e s Br i t i sh po l i cy in a moder a t e t one, ~nile 3tre s s ing his

l oyalty a s an Egypt ian Muslim to t he sovereignty of t he Ot t o:nan Caliph-

1. Cf . 'Uttunan Amin, .2E; . c i t e) pp . 96-102j Ri4a, ,22. m., I, pp . 390-98.
His great t heological work ItRisalat a l - TawllId tl , i s a collection of some of
his lectures deliver ed t he r e.

2. Reproduced by Ri4ll:, .2l2.. ill., rr , pp . 342-79.

3.
1875.

An !91mnic literaI"'J and political magazi ne , es tablished in Bayrlit i n
See ~arra;I, £E. £!i., 11, pp. 25-7 .

4. Rirp: , .2.2. ill., U , pp . 342-46 .

5. I bi d., pp. 355-60.

6. Published unsigned i n "al_Ahram!1, i bid. , pp. 3'/4-7 9.
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Sultan; end , what Is ncr e ,tr iking, ha shows tOltarda Khcdl ve Tawfiq

a wil Ungne35 to cOfnpror.rl.se ":h i eh 15 in complete contradiction wit h the

her-eh a.t t a cks of hi:J ar t i cleo i n "al- ' Ul'Wah" and i nterviews i n London ,

Thi s moderate and paci f i c at t i t ude indicat~5 his des~~ir of r~volutionary

polit i cal struggle and his eagorne ee t o ob t a i n the Khedi.vet s pardon and

permissi on t o r eturn to Egypt . l

The style of t hese a rti cl e s is fluent, but smooth and calm,

without any of t he 6!1lOt i onal vehemence and r evolutionn.ry t one which

char acterize ' Abduh I s writings i n llal_ tUrwah" .

From his retum t o Egypt i n 1888 till hi s death in 1905, ' Abduh

conc entrated his efforts on r eligious , educational and social refo~,

for which he strove unceasingly bot h in hi s successive official capacities

and through his per sonal ef forts . In polities he surrendered to the

"fait a cco;npl i " and co-operated with the aut horit ies . He even criticized

hi s r crrser mas t er al - Af ghlinI for "W<lsting ll his bril liant t al ents in

politics; 2 and i n his book llal-I61am we. al-Ua~ranI,yah n (Isl am find Chr ist 

i anity), he deans t he t erm. l1 polities " and all that it connotes , 3 His

newspaper arti cles of t hi& peri od are almost ent i rely on religi ous and

socia l subj ect s .

The most outstanding of ' Abduh' s contributions t o t he press during

his later life wer e in t wo celebrated controversies concerning Ifll<~ . In

1. ThOU~ 1 exiled only for t hree year s (in 1183), he did not receive
permissi on t o r eturn home until the latt er part of 1888; this was obtained
t hrough the mediati ,~n of a number- of innuential per sons , includine Si r
Evelyn Ba clnB (later Lord Cro':ller), British representative i n Egypt . See
Adarns , .212.. ill. , p , 66; il.iqa, 2l2.. eit., I, pp. 894- 95; Ear l at Cromer , Hadern
E&zp'!:' , London, 1908 , H, p , 1'19.

2. Cf. Ri 4fi , 22. £!i. , I , p. 895.

J. Sce t he seventh edi t i on, Cairo, 1367 A. H. ( 19~ ) , p. U~.
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eix arti c l e s published i n lIal_Mu ' ayyad Il1 in 1900, he r eplied to what

t he French Cabinet Ki ni s t e r G.'I.briel Hanotaux had written about "t he

fat alistic ~{U8ll... IH'nt.a.lit;r" in t he "Journal d e Par is" under the tills

"Face to Face with Inlu II.n1 t.he s1.iJ:l; ~11estion• •2 nte second ccnt.ro-

vel'S!' str1.rted in 1993 when Fa ral) An~UnI in a n arti cle i n hi~ magazine

"&1-J:"'U 'ah"J I on t he gr eat M>ISli.cl phil osopher Ihn Rushd , 3.11egod t hat

b lam was l e s s t ol erant of ph.ilo~o?hers t han Christianity. ' .U>d.uh replied

effectively to this allegl1.tion in a eerde e of a rti cl o!'; which lfflre fi rst

publisned i n rlal _HHtmr'l J and l ater collected i n his book ttal - I311'un 'la a1-

Nallr iinIyan".

In his last years , ' Ahduh also wrot e some articles of nn entirely

ditr eMnt ki nd . In a sorie~ publi!ll!led i n lIal-~lanar" J4 he de scribed a

j ourne-.r which he aade to Sici~· in t he Ifl.lIlIMr ot 1902 . His narrative

is sinpl,y and . t tr"l.ctiYel,y writt en, and 1oj,.r tB knowledge and wi , ~

with !"a.l.ch good hWllOUr.

It vas throogh ' Abdilh ' s incp1rotion and encOlU"aBement t hat his

devoted disciple Mu.!JaJIIl\'\d Rashi d Riqa (1863-1935), was abl e t o found t he

celebr ated Isli.mic review "a.l-Hanar" . I nfluenced by t he I slMdc teachings

of nl-AtghanI nnd ' Abduh, aieJa IIligr ated trom Syria t o Egypt in 1~98 t o

re joi n ' Abduh who!l1 he had earlier met in Syr i a , Rod concei ved t he proj ect

of estAbl ishing A review for propagat ing ' Abduh ' ~ I$~ic doctrines ,

1 . A daily n<3W8Pftper ea bU shed in Cairo in I M9 by Shaykh ' AlI YUl!Iu t
(1863-l9l3) . See IbrXhIm. ' Abduh, Ta!.awwur, p, 151.

2 . Cf. RieJa, £2. ill. , rr, pp. 400-468; AdWllS , ~ elt . , pp. 86-9.

3 . Established in llO.Vl1liria i n 1888. see : 'ta rra;I, ,22. ill., II .
pp. 1'11-72.

4. Vol s . 6 a nd 7 , r-eprcdueed by RieJl , ,22. ei t., n , pp. 473-504 .
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fAbduh wel comed t he pr oj ect in spi te of i t s dirfic~ltie5 , ~nd chose t he

name "al _ManZir tl (The Lighthouse ) from araong a nuraber- auggeat.ed by Ri~rr.

I n t he pl an Io1lich fAbduh outli ned f or t.he r eview, he l ai d down t hat it

should avoid answering cr iti ciml1!l or insul t6 f rom other newspapers and

should not be t he mouthpiec e of any epect rtc person . For t h e r est of

hi s life, ' Ahduh guided 7i.i1a i n decidi ng t he policy of t he review, whi ch

began publication on March 17 , 1898 ; and he did all he coul d t o promote

i t s circulati on.

"Al_Jof.anarll continued until Ricj.I ls death i n 1935 ,
1

and although

ita idea s became less adVanced t han t hose of fAbduh, i t gci ned a wiue

i nfluence in t he whole J1us l i m world as t he l eadi ng exponent of t he attempt

t o combine r a tionalim,1 and pur i tanism. Bes i d es articles from •Ahduh Ia

pen and t exts of his Locturee at al - .\ zha r , "al-Manar" published f roll\ 1901

onwards t he text o f hi s Comment ary on the ~ur 'an . This wns not finished

a t t he time of his death , but ,"7lS compl eted by Riqii , and t he co:n.plet e

·..rcrk known as lITa f sYr a l -Mana r " , is eV13rj'Where recognized. au the most

2ve.IuabI e Cor.rncnta:7 uritten in modern t ime !S .

Two years befor e his death , ' Abduh pr epar ed a dot ailod plan for

establl,hi nG a daily newspaper of a model char acter- i n Cairo , with a

carefully cho~en board of di rectors and st aff of editor~ and cont ributors .

"The chie f em~hll :;i s was t.c be u pon p ur-pone s of general r ef-:rm and t he

correct and truthful r eporting of newa ito::Io , and .::.t t cntion to polit i ca.l

1 . Afte r Rictal:3 deat h, his cone failed to continue publin!ling lIal.- Hanarl1 .
ijasan a1-Da ona , t he l a t e leader of t he Xu~lim Brotherhood , was a lso un
successful i n hi s at t empt to revivo i t i n 1936-37.

2. See : Riqa, £2. ill., I , pp . 99f1-1005; Adems , .2,2. cU . , pp. 18D-81;
H. A. R. Gibb, Modern Tr ends i n Islam, Chicago , 1945, pp . 34- 5.
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D:l...1.t t e rs was t o be limited and restrictedU •
l He and tu,e dis ci ple Ri~li.

had c o upket.ed al l prel i m.innry a r rangement s , when ' Abduh' s i llness and un

expected Qeat h at t he aEe of 56, put an end t o t he pr Oject . 2

Such »a e lfutJanrn.ad ' Abduh' 5 career 8,5 a j ournalis t . Fr om. hfs et.u-

dent days at a l -Aumr till t he ond of h l~ life , and when teacher or judge,

or even when Gr and Hu t t i of Egypt , he never abaud cned hi ~ uork for t he

pre s s . Although tuo at t i t ude s t owards current politics varied i n the

cour se of his lif e , hi" basd.c principl eD of religious, intellectual and

social reform di d not ch ange; and at 0.11 t imes, he express ed hi s ideas

clearly and fearlessly.

,- - - - - --- -------'

2. Cf. Ri 4G, 22 ' ~. , I, p. 949 .



CHAl'TJ! III

H1JfiAHIoW) I ABOOU,
EDlTOR-IrJ-CHIEF OF "AL-WAQA I I I AL-HISRIYAHII

The decline of "al-WaqlP i'" before ' Abduh ' a a ppoint ;nent t o i ts

st at! had been due pa rtly t o t he c ompetition of the independent nows

papers , and. partly t o its predominant ly of ficial character. Aa t Abduh

himself wrote , "it used t o be di stri buted among t he officialtl and

countr,y notabl es like an obligatory tax • • • Apart from GQvomment

dec r-ees and crdera, it contained nothing hut unat tractive pr-adaeu of

the Ihedive and s enior officials . This deterred. peopl e frOfll. reading
1

it" .

On ~tober 9, lSOO, howeve r , under t ho editorship of t he t hirty-

one year old ' Abduh, "al-Waqa ' i'" entered a new per-Led ...5 a dail;y pape\"

n th a printing pres s ot its own. The editorial. of itlJ first nuJli)er

as a daily included the t ext ot t he new r egulation which ' Abduh had laid

down tor i t xx in his dual capacity a s its Editor-in-Chief and aa Head

ot the "Press Bureau" , and which the Prime Mini st er Riyii4 Pasha had

2
approved. This regulation otipulated t hat I

1) All Ocvernaent lIepartment s must r egularly inform "al -Wo.qJt ' i ' n

of their news, includi ng schemos initiated or compl eted by thew.

The Law Courts r:nJ.st akec repor t t o i t t heir decisions end rulings .

L~")Ortant provincia l new8 must be sent by t elegr a ph .

1. AutobiograThT, Ri4u, £Eo cit., I, p. l IS.

2 . I brahlla ' Abduh, Wa 91 ' i ' , p , 14).
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2) "U - ...·aql '1 · n will criticize whatever act ions of t he va r i ous

Depnrtment s d8!J ' rYe criticiS:lI, i ncluding even t hose of t he Ki.nietI7

o r Interior to Whi ch at; t he official Journal it bol on,:s . l

J) Dep.art~lIents will be asked tor explanations o f charges brought

agains t then by any' newepaper- , It a charge 111 t rue, it will be

rubliahed, toget~er with t he puni8h~t inflicted on t he responsible

official, in "al- Waqi '1 " ' ; but i t a char ge is untrue, t ho nO"oiSpaper

which made t he libel must publish a denial .

4) 'The Editor-in-Chief has t he right to a r bi t rate bet ween dhputing

newspapers . He is uno empowered to eupervaee all Ar abi c newspape r s

published in Egypt , t o Leeue wamines t o t hOCl a.nd to punish t hem

by suspending t heir publicat ion f or pre scribed periods or even

permanentq; but will allO\{ "every possi ble lreodOlll t or t he disse:011n-

aticn ot truth and t he evaluation ol both right a nd wrong without

5) Beside s ordinar;y features of domestic and fore i gn news, a nd

adverti ae:::lCnt s , t he paper will include a new f eature of a rti cl e s

on gen er al subjects, written either b7 its staft or by out~ide

contri but ors. 2

This ar:ibit ious progr alIllDe was whol e-hea rted1y nuppcr-t.ed by Pr emier

Hiyaq, ue it

or ganize a nd

muted hie aut ocr at i c temperament and micJ1. t. help him t o

refonn Egypt ian affai rs on hi :!!l 0'i0"Tl. line:!!l.J For tus part ,

• 1. The Minister of Interior was Riy1i~ himself .

2. cr. Rifj{ , .2l2. ill., I , p , 138; Ibr trD. ' Abduh , Wao!i: ' i ' , pp . 144-46;
·Uth.'niin bIn. !m. ill· , p , 40-41.

). cr. AJrlAd Ardn, .22. ill. , p , 296.
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' Abduh made full use of t he Cfl.rt o bhncha which had been gr-anbed to him;

he showed no hesitation whatever in criticizing acts of of ficials , and

did hi s utmo st, t o direct t heir energies and those of t he ent ire nat i on

t owards re fo rm. He a lso set new standards of truthfulness and literary

excellence f or t he r i s i ng Arabic pr es s of Egypt . l

In pursuance of hi s progr amme , ' Abd~~ began by changing the staff

of "al- Waqa ' i tll, and chos e as his assist a nts some of al-Af glianI ' s pupi l s

who had been trained in writ ing an d edit in!; an d i n whom he had confidence.

They 'Were all enlight ened young Azhar Is , and ' Abduh1 s f oresight in

choosing them was confirmed by their work on !la l - ila qa '1 ' " and by t heir

brillltm t later careers as l eadi ng figures 1n t he modern developnent of

Egypt . Among t hom were ' Abd al - Ka r im Sawn, who succeeded ' Abduh as

Editor of "al- \....a '1a'1 ..' and r emained to the end one of hi s etncerc f riends

and an a rde nt supporter of his r-eforms on t he Adminis t r at i ve Council of

al - Azharj Sa 'd Zaghl Ul, t hen only twent y- one years of age , who became

the nat i onal leader of t he E8J'Tt l an movement; fo r polit i cul i ndependence

a f t e r t he firs t Wor l d War j and Ibrahtm al -Hilbawi , who was to become one

2
of t he gr ea t e s t lnwyer o of Egypt .

• •
One of ' Abduh' s firnt undertakings no Edi tor of "al_Wa qli 'i ,n was

t o foster t he Arab i c literary r eviv<tl by pub lishi ng in it nrti cl e s frGm

his: own and his fl os iflt ant o ' pens whi ch would serve as examp'Les of good

1. Adnrns, 0,,_ill. , p, 51.

ct. -Ut hm1i:n A:utB, 9,E. £!i. , p , 39j Adar.ts, 22,- ill·, pp . 46-7 .
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style . He also criticized t.he senner of writing Arabi c used in the

various Goverrrnent Depart~ents , a nd i nsis t.ed. upon higher liter-dry standards

in o t tici al reports . "Before man;r Dent he had pa ss ed , t he supe r iority

of th .se 'Idlo had a good kncvkedce ot Arab i c became a pparent ••• and t hey

were urged. to writ e t or the of fi c ial j OtllTl<l, l ••• 'ntose \rilo were ignornnt

or correct language were f orced t o l ook tor i nstruct or s or to attend night

schools."l The Edi t or of t he o£Iic ial J ournal himself volunteered t o

2
giTO lessons in t hese schools .

A similar effort wtllJ dirocted tOW"drd l> r aisi ng the level ot the

independent preea , Exerc i sing hi s nutharity k S Head of t he Press Bureau ,

' Abduh encouraged -- and even obliged -- t he Ara.bi c newspapers to 1Jll.pr ove

their st yl e and use correct language . On ono occasion, t he director

ol a well-known paper was warned

an editor with litera ry abi lity,

t hat wi t.hin a 9pec itied. pe r iod he III.1st hire

3or hi s paper w uld be sus;>endoo. . This

pollcy gaTe rise to competition lCDOtlg t he nowspapers t o i.Jl;Jrove t heir

editorial standards , and in consequence a group of outstanding writers

4
and j ournalist s who had hi t herto been unknown or obscure beg..n to ~rge.

The efforts of ' Abduh and his a:ssb t ants in ":u- Waqa 'i ' " t hu s made an

iBportant cont r i b u.ti on to t he literary renaissance of Egypt in the l.'lte 19th

century. Hitherto , liter a ry excellence had been considered to depend on

rhetorical effect r a t hor th:m an meani ng , and ecnet.Imce moaning was over-

------_.---------

2. AdaJ:uI: , 22. ill. , p, 47.

J . a14D: , 9.2,. ill·, I, pp. 139-40.

4. ' Ut 1llJll;n AJUn, ~. ill. J p, 41.
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looked altogether . " ,;'r it.ers saw nothing wron g 'Wit h t hei r work lUl l ong h S

t he ir invent ivene s s made it easy for t !l4t" 'l to cceocee the ir edifices of

rhyIaeo;t prose in eha r ac t <tristi c<.l.1y balanced a nd synnetrical style .n In

this milieu, "Abduh and his assistants rose to t each bot h edit ors and

readers t hat "t he art or writing consi s t s o r ex,re:ssing ono ' s a~ woJ.l.,

not or making it enlg.natic; and t ',a t eloquence is giving deslra1lle clear

ness and simplicity to linguistic expression" . l

' Abduh ' s Intore Dt i n literary r eform can be t raced back to his

2lecture s i n nl - Azhar J n:rr al - 'Ul iim and t he School of Languages , and t o

hi e u.st a rti cle in "al- AhriU:tlt before hia graduat i on , i n wh i ch he

a ffi r..3ed t he necessity e r bnnging t he Arabic language U!J'"" t~rlate . J

Till t he end of m e life thIs wall one o f his favourite I deee , and he did

all that he c oul d t o ?-It it i nt o etfect . Au part of this effort , he souGht

t o revive inte re s t i n classical Arabi c literat ure .

At RayrJ t , aft er hi s seca ration frao al- Afghini, he l ec t ured t o

his students at "al- Kadr38ah al-Sul~nIyah " on the Sayings of ' All i bn

AbI TiiUb "Nahj al- l\o.1Jighnt" , and t hc "AssembliesM (Meqin.'it ) of Sac.! '

a1-Zarnan a1-HaJI~uihii:nI , both of which he oditod and published. with cO:Illlent

a ries . 4 In 1900, he e s t ablished in Egypt t he "Soci et y f or Reviving Arabic

- - - - --- - - - - - - ---
1. ' .Abd nl-~dir IJatlUlah Pasha , "Sa -d W:l. al_Sn~afaht1 , a rti cle in
"al_'rhaqafah", No . Si , August Xl , 1940, p, 12 .

2 In these eeat.e ot learning , ' Abduh showed initiative not only i n his
choice o f subjects , but also i n his c ct hod o f teaching th~ . lie sought to
brine into being a new Egypt i an gen er at i on , who would r OV1Y8 t he A~abic

language and. t he Isl;ua.i.c sciences . See : Adar.l.S, 2.:. ill. , p , 45 ; Ut.hmIn
AmIn, .22. cit., p , 35 ; -id w n, £2. m ., p , 293 .

J . Vide SUi'ra p, zt:

4. Al)....ad Amrn, 22. ill., p , JJJ .



45

Books" , to undertake t.he print i ne and p-<.lbUshing of critical editions

o f Arabi c classical l1I8.s t.erpiece:!l ) lilost of whi ch vere st i ll onl.7 a ccess
1

l ble in nanuscript . As t he result of th ee" and ot her e f forts , t.he

literary 1lIOvement began t o in!luer.ce inc reaa1nel1' wide popular circles .

• • •

"AI - Waqi '1 '" I S criticis:ns of t he Government Department s , and its

Editor 's accurate observation of t hei r act i vitieo, aroused the deepest

concern i n the hea rt s of the officials; and n1<1.tV of th em were inspired or

2
driven to improve t hei r work and t o unders t and the urgency of relonl,

On one occa sion "al- Waqli 'i fit sharply criticized t he Governor (MudIr) of

Ban! S'..lwayf , who took it i ll end banned t he paper from circulation in his

Pro'rlnce . He t hen reported his acti on to t~e Hinist r'J of I nterior ,

c] a1l::l1ng that criticism of his conduct would f.wabl o the Govenncnt in the

fIpI S o r the people; but. the Kinist17 rejected t his point of view and a nnulled

hi. Rct i on. Thi. deefetcn vas announced in a general procl..amntion and.

also published i n "al- WaqlPi''' . The GoYernor t hUD l earnt t hat the aut hor i t y

of t he official Journal was gr eat er than hie own. J

A suggestion, tor those days ver,y cont r over si al, which ' Abduh

a ode i n llal- ilaqa ' 1 ' 11, was f<cted on by t.he Ministry of Waqf e ( religious

endo'oMents) . "I nst ead of w &ting such money i n bu ildi ng mosques for a

4rew h' 'I t·he Hi nist ry settled a considerable nllO'.iancc on Dir
wors i.pper's r

1 Ri4~ , P.:l• .£.!!., I, p , 753 . b ong Ul e works edi t ed by t his
a;~l: "al - tukha qaq" of P m Si dah , a pulol ogical work i n 17 vols. j

al_BaHi~" , and "Oal1i'il n1 1" jaz" or ' Abd. al - " i r a1-Jurj3.nI .
Amin, .2.2. ill" [ French ) , pp. I fl , 268 , 269.

society
"Asr:r
See O~n

2.

J .
4.

41 ' d it p. 4'/ .Cf . ' Uth:nan AmIn , £2. ill·, p, j 1\ "'lIS , 2:• .£.-.,

Riqa, O P e cit . , I, 140, 179 .
Ibid . ,Pp.l 81 (fran ' Abduh' s aut.ohiograj:ily) .
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Chief had ex offieio held t his pcet ., ' 'l'l'lile t he Di r e ctor of al -Waqli'i ' 11

held ex oUido t hat of Di rector of Administ rat ion of the Pr es s . l Some

writers srn 'mistaken in descri bi ng ' Abduh as Di re ctor of Administ rat i on

of t he pr css . 2 The Pr ess Bureau which ' Abduh headed by virtue of hi s

a ppoint ment a s Editor-in-Chief of tlal_Waqlr'i · 1t 'rm i!l conc erned only with

Arabi c and Turkish publications . Publicat i ons in other Langua ges came

under a separat e Bureau , which was brought under t he supervi sion of the

same Adr.L1ni s t r at i on bY' t he Publication Law enacted by Shar if Pash~ 1 e

acvernaent, on Nove:nbor 26 , 1881. 3

"Abduh made full use of t he opportunities a ccorded t o him by t his

offico, which was, in effect, t he Censor ship of t he Arabi c pr ess, bot h in

hii! afforts t o r aise it~ et.andar-ds a nd in the endeavour "to create a united

public opinion and pr cmct .e t he sounder- pur-poece which he hoped woul.d he

accomplhhed" .4 By warning and sus pending newapapcr-e which published

proved charges against Goverrr :.~nt Departr:;ents or of ficials , he Gave a

needed l eason in morality to the Egypti;'.Ln r r es s . His enlightened censor-

ship extended a lso t o books , and he did not permit t he publicat i on of moan

or dishor.ourable writings. 5 ' Abduh exercised hi s powers with notable sh r awd-

1. IbrShL1\ ' ''bduh, Ta1jawwur, p , 270.

'-
2 . Adar.s , 22. ill., for exaapke, de scribes him on one occasi on (P. 47 ) a s
"Chief of t he Depar-tment, of Publication" , and on anot her (p , 5.3 ) 80 "Gener al
Director of t he Pre s s " •

.3. Cf. Ibrlill!m ' Abduh. Tatawwur, p, Zl2 . W80r:~, p, 157; Rllfi 'S:, sm..E:i.,
p, 161. During the triale of ' I.r abi ' s aeeccfetee i.nd supporters Allmad Hit 'at
was interrogated as t he ttDirector of t he Press" responsible f or what had been
published against the Khedive during t he last day:;; vi' til e Nat ionalist movement .
The official a ctl1ally reepcnetbfe wa s ' Ahduh. See Broadley , 2.0. ill. , PP. 24Q
244.

4. Adams , 22. ~. , p. 5.3 .



neea , In t he period f ollowing t he vict ory of the llat ionalint s and the

tormation of Shar If l 8 Ministry i n Septm:ber 1831, he encouraged the

newspapers t o tree t hereelTGs fl"ort. t heir old t r Nlllle13 end t o spread. the

1new. rapidly. A. long a s the course ot event s went weU . t he press

remained l3Oderat e ; but a s the rldtional s t ruggle became acre violent and

the politica l sit uation ecr-e tense. the tone o f some of t he nationallot

paper s becase aggreesive , a nd. t hey violently attacked the Khedin and

t he European i nt erventi on. The Censorship t hen had to intervene . Sha r I f ' s

GoveJ:'Ttl\ent circulated a public admonition t o the ncwepapor-s , aski ng them

t o modify their l anguage and he more clrcwnapect in r egard to Egypt ' . r e

lations wit h t he European Power s . 2 "Al -ijijlz" . which did not cam,!,.v with

t he GoveITITJent I S waITling . was suppressed on November 8, 1881.) Ih:lri.ng

the Gvent!ul period precod.1ne t he Briti sh occuPi~tion , the c enecr etup , in

c onsideration

ot her papers .

of t ho criticlll situation ot t he Govetll:oont, suspended various

4
such as "al-l'I 'l1"', -.hose t one was too sharp.

• I •
The high standard to which t Abduh succeeded in raisi ng "al- WaqX'i'"

trom its pr evious low level W8l!1 unique t or t hat time. The few foreien news

ite:ns which "al-Wa qn'i' " had pr eviously included were present ed wi thout any

system a nd were not up-to-date , As soon as ' Abduh t ook charge, he subscribed

1. er, Blunt , Se cret History . pp. U6-ll7; RUi 'I, £E. ill.• pp. 188-189.

2 . Ibrdhim · Abduh, f'a t awwur, pp . n o-n.

) . "Al- 'al)i. ' i ... . Uovember 8 , 1881. "Al· lji jb" eae e :;tahlis ed by Ibr ihIJa
Sir~j .a.l-.fadant in Cai ro in 1881. and distlnguh h ed i tself by t he Yiolonce of
its language in support ot Pan-Islnmic vicvs . Cf. crceer -, .22. c1t. , I , p , 211;
It'fl ' ! . ,22. c lt ., p, 159.

4 . Cf. I br-dhIIl ' Abduh, Tl1\awwur, p . 126; Mli t t , 2,:. ill.• p ,
was established in Cairo in l88l by al-Af&h~niI 8 pupil, ' Ahd. Alllh
\fte; NTOlutioMr'J spokesman and orator of t he 'Ar~t eoveaent. ,

• •283. Al - , H f
al-NadIm.
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t o t he i nternational ne....s agencies "Reut er" and IIHavastl , so as t o obtain

r-egufar- telegr a phed foreign news t or t he paper j l and systematically

quoted interesting news and ot her items from t h e Eur opea n pr e ss , e speci al ly

2
t he innuentia1 French "Le Temps" . The domestic nC\1S itC"lS were a l so

methodi ca lly pr e sented , and were obt Ained only from specia l corr espondents

appointed in t he different Egypt i an Provinces and t owns. J

Important new rcetur-ee were added t o "al - Waqa ' i on under ' Abduh I e

editorship, such as seri al instalments of carefully selected books nnd

4biogra phies of e reat Egypt i ans who had served their count .r-y well.

As Edi t or-in- Chief of l1al -h'aqa ' i ' '' , •Abduh establish ed a clos e

relationshi p between t he newspaper and t he public whi ch wao something new

in Egypt . Readero were encoura ged t o write Let t er :!! t o t he Editor making

co:r:apl ai nt s a nd euggcet dcns , and t hese were published, i f neceeeery with

edit orial conments.s Above all, ' Abduh fulfilled the promis e nade in his

progr~, that he nnd his collaborators nnd t he out s i de contributor s t o

t he paper woul d write on :!Iubjects whi ch were a ctually engaging, or in t heir

opi nion should enga.ge . t he public inter est. This gave Vie paper immediat e

popular i t y and secur ed a wide hearing f or ' Abduh' s r ef orming views . Thus

"a1_Waqa 'i 'tl , as t he organ both o f t he Goverrunent and of the peopl e , l eft

a dee per impres si on on t.he minds o f Egypt i ans t han any other newspaper- had

1. HAI - Waqli'i ' n began to publish Heut er- t a t clegrlL'!ls f rom t he second
nwnbe r of t his period, and Havae t e f rom t he fourth . See I1Al_'rJaqi '~l/ , No .
934, Oct ober 10; end No . 936, October 12, 18&'0 .

2. Of . I brahim ' Abduh, Walla ' i', p , 166.

3. Ibid. , p. 165.

4. I bid. , p. 169.

5. Ibid. , pp. 176-79.
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donej and the position which ' Abduh t her eby acquired made it inevitable

• t hat he should take an uctua.L part in t he political events of that critical

time.

"Al-\1aqlPi'" could now not only wi thstand t he c ompetition of the

ind~pendent papers; it surpassed t hem nod t ook t he l ead. It acquired such

an unprecedented circulation t hat t hree agents had t o be employed to

undertake its distribution in Cai ro al one. 2

During t he l ast troubled days of t he ' Ar IDJI movement , however ,

"al_Waqii'i' l1 had to confine itself to l18tional news a nd milit ary subjects .

TIlen these two gl or i ous yea rs of its history cane to an cnd with the

failure of t he Nat i onalist movement and t he Br i tish cccupat.Lon of Egypt .

The articl es whi ch tAbduh wrote in ua.l_Waqa '1 ' n nwnber about

forty, and oxpress his ideae on pol i tical , educational, r eliciousJ soci al

and moral quest i ons . By the standards of to-day, some of t horn seem l ong,

but t hi s was the general t ype of t he Arabi c newspaper a rt i cle in t he L'\te

19th and early 20th centuries . The arti cle as t he mai n itan in the Egypt i an

pr ess has gradually been displaced by t he news, whi ch nowa.days constitntes

by far t he ;n(Jst important fea ture .

The literary importance of •Abdub I 9 a rticles ha a 1l1 t'oady been dis-

cussed, but certain ot her characterist i c s of them dese rve notice.

1. Cf. ' Uthman AmInJ ,22. ill. , p, 47.

2. IbrahIm ' Abduh, liaga ' i " p , 172 .
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The wri ter often follows n di dact i c met hod; he clari f i es his

Ldcna by using synony:ns , giving exnmpkes end quot i nG texts . Setae of

the art icles consist entirely of lessons on loarned s~bjecta expounded

1in simpl e t cn 19 and some are i n t he f orm of que9tio~ 3 fro ~ imaginary

r ender s or hear ers and answers t o them •

Not only is t he litor<try st yle clear nnd preci se, but t he t hought

i s also clear . r~ch article i s ~~de up of logical syllogisms , consis ting

of prend s es , discussion and conclusion. This doubtless r e sulted iron

•Abduh I s study of philosophy and l ogic a t al- Azhar and under the direct ion

of al-Afghhni .

To i llustrate his ideas and bea ut ify hi s hTi t ing , ' Abduh frequently

makes good u s e of t exts £1'0:1\ the c..ur ' an, a nd from the Tradit ion!:: of t he

Pr ophet ilnd classical Arabi c literature of whi ch he knew an abW1dant

s tore by hea rt .,

The articl es also r eveal °Abduh ' s exceptionally rich background

2
of general kncwl.edge , es;ecially history and cur- r-ent, world events .

In his a rti cl es on political and ecctnj, que s t i ons , ' Abduh often

shows t he influenc e of the phi l o 50phical i nter pr et ati on of hi s t ory of t he

gr eat Arab historian I hn KhaldUn .
J

This i n flucnce can be t r aced back t o

t he daye of ' Abduh ' s tcaching at Dar al- 'Ulilln, when he gave a cours e

1. Se e his articl es : "Knuwledge a nd It. e Effcct on ","i ll and Opt i on" ,
Ricta, on . ill. , H , pp . 176-31, and 'tChar-act er-a and Habi t s " , pp . 181- 93 .
They bot h deal with pGychologi cal t opics .

2 . Esg , i n hil! art icl e "Our As sociat ion ::> an d t heir Talks !! , i bid . ,
pp. 103-08, he gives examplcs of the anci ent Grecks and t heir scient i f i c
s t. aospher e , In "At t ainment o f Emi nenc e by Vi rtue" , pp. 172-75 , he speaks
of t he self- made Pr es i dent of t hc United St a t e s , Gene r al Garfiel d (lSJ I -Bl ) .
In npoliticlll U f e " , pp. 194-96, he quotes the Roman def ini tion of t he
"fathe r l and " ( pat r i a ), r e f e r s t o the Fr onch Revolution and ment i ons Vol tai re 1

ThUrs <lOO Ga:_lbettn .

J . 732-808 A. H. (1332-1406).



of Lect.uree on the political and social t heori es of Ibn Khal dun as re-

vealed in his lIProle[;OIl\Cna l1 •
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The ideas expres sed in °Abduh 1s art i cles i n "u_Waoa'!'" and. ,
his p.1blic a et i vity outsido t he scope of his edi torial duties, for:n t he

sub ject of t he t wo following chapters .
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CllAPTUl I V

IA9IlJH' S POU TI CAL WRITING..> AIm ACTIVI TIES

' Abduh' s career &s a whol e , and the gene ral t rend o f Ilia

writings, show t hat , tundament3.lly, he was an evolutionary religious,

educational a nd 80c1ll.1 rercraer-, and t hat his temperament was t he

reverse of revolutionary. Reformers of t hi s ki nd do not as a rule

devel op power ful pol i t i cs l per oonal i t i e8 ; nnd t hi s loay explain Why

fAbduh, in respect or pol i t i cs , was easily a f fe cted by pressur e of events

a nd by mor e f orcetul porsonalities nth whOrll he came i n contact. At

tines , he was drawn br c ircwnstances or by t he innuence of ot her men

t o adopt revolutionary attitudes j he vu :, t or exanple, during al- AfghW ' s

sojourn 1n Egypt , 80 IIalch innuenced by the reYOluti ry t eachings of

hi. n8s t er t hat he a dmit t l!l<l ha ving "s t rongly a pproYed of " al- Af&hinI ' s
1

idea ot assassinating Khodive l sa5: ·n. But ' Abduh could never keep up

revol utionary a t t itudes for long, and al vaTs soon ree er-eed t o his nortlla1

paci fi c and even pani .,.. outlook . The circUll1stances of Efypt in t he late

eigh teen-seventies and early eighteen-eighti es were such t hat no public

t'ieure could or would avoi d involvement i n polit i c s ; and ' Abduh WB S very

deeply i nvolved t hroudt Ilal _Waqa ' i · n and t hrough all his public a ct i vit i es .

His political. thoue1lt devol oped with t he dovel orxnent of t he cirCUIJstanc es ;

he was conservative with lliyZ;4 , :nod.erately Consti t utionalist wi th ShA.r U

a.nd r evol ut ionary with · Aribr.

This a p-:'.oQrent i nconstancy was in keeping wit h ' AhduJl' s character

ae aanifested i n all t he differ ent etege e of hi s ca reer. It has already

1 . Bl unt , Sec ret 111 t ory, p, Yl5, f I"Onl ' Abduh 1 s own a ccount t o the
author 1n 1903, confil"'fling wtmt ' Arab r also hlLd. t old Blunt . Al-Afghl nI was
r M dy t o use political a s sas s i nation i n pu r u it of his goa.l s , a nd one of hi s

. 8sinat ed N' 4 i r ai- Din, S~Uh o f Persia , in 1896.
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been r~~rked that hi~ j ournali~lic act i vit y in Par i s , under the renewed

influence of el-Afghli:n!, 'WaS fiery and rovolutionary, but t hat a f ter

their separation he pas3ed to t he most p~ldent moderat ion. l In his lat er

ca r eer in Egypt , he not 0 1'ly 'Wa5~0:.1 hill hands of polit i cs , but even con

tracted t he enmit y of t he Rat i onalist s led by MUl}1in fii Klinil ; 2 and while

he now broke off all relatiomJ wit h al - Af ghanI ,3 he became a friend and

conf i dant of Si r Evelyn Baring (later Lord CrOl~er ) J 4 t he Brit ish r epr e-

sentative and virtual ruler of Egypt , t o whom - _ and not to t he leeal

authorities -- he submitted his r eport on educational r eform in 1S89. 5

It l s remarkable t hat bot h i n his aut obi ography and in t he book on t he

n. Ar ab! Revolut i onn6 (al- 1'haurah a1- <Ar itbI yah ) I which he wrote i n hfc Las b

days , ' Ahduh make:!! no r ef erence to hi s own f oruer act i ve p:lrts in polit i c s ,

either wit h aI - Afghan! or with the Ee;ypt i an Nationalists; on t he contrary,

he denies t hat ' Ar lilii wa s a n<l.tionalistic t hinker and ac cuses hi m of coward

ice and personal anb i t i on. 7

1. Vide supra pp. 32- 9.

2. The briUiant young lawyer who led t he revival of t he Nat i onalist
Party (1874- 1908) . Cf. Al)mad }.m!n , .2.E; . cit ., pp. 313-14; ~al ' aji , Mubanmad
' Abduh, Bayrii.t , 1948, pp. 70-71.

3. It se~s t hat ' Abduh w~s so anxious to keep on good t erms with t he
aut horitios in Egypt t hat he never made ment i on of his rcrraer- m!l st er or tried
t o contact him, except f or oendipg an a~iguous and unsiened l et t er to h~n i n
Istanbul , which evoked a violently reproachful enewer-, See Aq.'llfid AnUn, .£E.
cU., pp. 107-08; Rafi' I , .2E.• .£U., p, 525 .-
4. cr. Cromer, 2C' ~. , 11, pp. 179-80.

5. 1ti.43 , .22. cit., I , p, 419. For t he text of thi s report sec vol . Il ,
pp . 533-51.

6. Uncomplet ed work , eueear da ed and reproduced by RiQa, 22. clt . , I ,
pp . 15'1-224.

7 . Cf . RUfi ' I , £]2,. ill., pp. 39-41; A/p:td AnUn, £E. ill., p, 221.



The Per l<Y.i of Ri'r:d,la Mi nh t ry (Oct.o')er 1880-Se'1t mber 1881) .

As already ment ioned, Riy~4 Pasha represented t he cons~rvative

55

i deas of his t ime and believed i n re fo rm. by bureaucratic ceane , unt il

t he peopl e s hould beC0:D8 fi t to r democrat i c rule ,; but he vas an hone s t ,

i ncor rupt ible a nd watchful ad;ninis t r a t or who never t orgave negligent

officials . His policy a ccorded r6<l~j~- ·~~.th 'Abduhl s eYolutiorr.lry ideas

on rero~; a nd this could explain t he int iJllaC1' between t he t wo aen and

t he tree hand given by Riya4 to ' Abduh 1n "al - Waqi ' ! '" and t he Preee

Bureau . ' Abduhl s polit i cal articles and M t i vit,. in this per i od revol ved.

r JUnd t he policy ot llJ'fi4I S Governmo:1t .

' Abduh called on t he Egypt i an peopl o t o respect t he law, and on

t he au thorities t o a p],y it in a spirit ot justice and equity. Exhorting

the Goverrt:lent a nd the people t o co-operate tor t he cOfIIllOn good, and to

eake t he wel fa re of ••il t heir goal , he write s in "al-WaqlPi"': liThe

ccr..mtr-J will be prosperous and well ordered only i t t :le pr inci pl e o f law

occupi es a high place , a-jd it t he nllers a s vell as t he ruled hold it in

r everence" . He epeaka for RiyAll W1en he says : "The country will lead a

proper li t e it the officials use the utnost pr eci s i on i n i nt erprctine t he

t exts and H raH.ations of t h.e l aw, and in understandin.e its real intention.

They must be wide awake in ad j ust ing t hei r . ctions , in gener a l ~nd in

parti cular C8 IU!l Il , t o t he act ual l ette r and spirit ot the l;".v': ' A.bduh t hen

extols the l ead given i n this respect by Ri,.ii4' e policy, quot i ng a s eYidonce

a public circular of t he Ministr y of I nt erior concerning t he execut ion of
1

the la..... f or t he abolition of fo r ced labour ( t he ccrvde} ,

1. }o'rom his art i cle "Rever-ence tor Government Laws end Rc£;"U1at ions
NeCe 5s.3.q f or the Prosper ity of t he Nat i on" , "al-wa~'i ' '', October 13 , 1800.
See Riqa, £n. £!i., 11, pp . 52-55 .
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In another articl~ , 1
"Abduh Co..'tparClS t he barbr. ris:'Il of pr imitin

ean , whose only rule was fo rce , vith t he glorious res'Jlts ..chievod by

ecdern civilized een t hro\0J, org:..nhing his life on the basis of la....

Laws , i n ' Ahduh' s opinion , should dU(C'r ac,"ording to t he clrcu.

sL.nces of reoples j t hey should be ap~licablo t o existing conditions, £nd

known a nd understood by t he people. The r r eedce grr.nt ed by t he l aws

should b e llnt.i.ted b;r t he degr-ee ot civil1:r.ation of t.ho peop.Ie j atheN is.

it might be a cur se rather than a blessing. 2

The Illost signifi cant of ' Abduh' a political a rti cles in t h is pe r i od

is ono ent itl ed "The ErNI' of t he I nt ellectuals" , whi ch a ppeared lS" r ia.lly

in t hree Laeueu ot "al-Waql ' 1 ' ,,3. He condeane t he few i ntellectuals who ,

obS6S8&1 by ecdem progre881v8 i d eas, t ry t o enfor-ce thee abr apt ly on t he

I lJlOr ant rv>:C'''ity o f their Co.llpllt riotS. A IDll tUro n.e.t ion consis ts o r

IMt'U"e individutl.s , a nd. reronl JIDlst. start r rona t 'lis point ; the uplift or

t~e r:At i on can onl,y be accoll[Jll:siled t hrough t he grad J.a l U;Jllft or individuals ,

which is a long process r equiring t~. It w uld be irn,ossible, for eXMl, le ,

to apply t he dellK'lcratic r opublican syst«n Qf the Unit ed 3tat e s t o a countl7

like AfOW;:nis tan , which needs age s to develop l\ pllt:lllc opinion worthy of

a dcsccrecy , "Only a feW' intprovOIo1cnts no t t oo fa r r aooved f r->m t ':'!e curr ent

level o f the people ShOlll d be i nt roduced . When t hey have gr own a ccuataned

to the se , ot her s can be at t empt ed on a highe r plane • • • If t he latitude

giv en to t he peopl e exceede t heir hor izon J or i f obligat ions whi ch t hey ar o

1 . "Farce and Lawft , Fobrual""J" 7 , H Rl , i bid. J PI'. 92- 93 .

2 . r':rol'l "La". Di f fe r According t o Ci rcamstances" , June 19, 1881, i b1d .,
pp. 15'/-63.

J . April 4, 7 and 19, 1881, i bid' J pp. 119-J2.
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inca pab l e or fUlfilling a re ir.l.pos ed t _". on nea uno pover3 are grant.ed t o

t hl!rn "..h en t h e:, lack eX~r1ef'lce o f ruling, they will be misled b.7 ldsas

str&J"ge to t he:'ll. a nJ wi ll fan i nto confusion."l Intellectuals who

"want our country , boi . · What it i~ , t o becooe l1k ~ t he countries of

Europe , beill6 \ollat. Ulcl a re , wi ll fail to ntt.ain t heir ai.m3 ••• IlTld do

inj ury to t he country by trying to impose on it t nnovatacne m t h no

Bound basis •• •• Before long, such noY~lti e" will be worthless and con

diti ons will be come worse t han bofore ft •
2

In t he second par t of this a.rticle , IAhduh aeeert.e t hat European

nations have reached t heir present degree of t recdOr.l. a fte r 11 l ong proceas

of suttering and har-d endeavour emce t he Middle Ase s . 'l'he;r have shed

nllch b lood during t heir st ruf'.p;les ag:l.inst t he ncbfee and in t he course

of ostabL "ng t heir civiliZAtion . A real sense ol rreedca with a clear

distinction between r ighte and obligat i ons has t hus bee cse in&rained in

the Ilinds ot their irrlirldllal citizens •

•AOtluil. conc l ude s hie brticlc by !lAying that it i s not nntura1 to

start by reaping the truits t or whi ch Surcpean nations haTe pakd such

high p riCC6 over ouch long "tretches ot t ime . People should be t r ained

gradually tor democratic litE! by means ot mmicipal and provinci£l1

councils , a~ was done in I taly Rnd Fr ance . Polit i cal awarenoss can be

created by moano of newlJpapers /lOO l ocal or ganizat ions . At t he same t ime,

lldistinct i ve limitations on per sonal conduct and actions should be ln1d .downll
:

1. Ibid . , P. 121.

2 . Ibid . , pp. 122-23.

3. Ibid. , p . 132.



Twolve days

a discus sion on t he

be fore t he fall ot ~~4 I lS Govem1l.ent , ' Abduh had

quostion of an Egyptian eonstit'J.tlon wit .1 ' Ar~l
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-J

and other officers . _'hen paying a visit to his f riend Tulhah ' I~t2

on t he t hird day of t he l esser Ba.yt""..lID. of l2?6 A. H. (August 28, 1.881) ,

' Abdu.'l fCWld 'Ar~I an:! a e roup of OfficeI'll 1n the house , An account ot

t hi s meeting has been pr escrve.1 by ' Abduh , J who says: "They were talki ng

of r reedce a nd despoti Slll. J and of liniting t he powers of the Government

by mea ns of a par ll'(""!lcnt . They were of t he opinion t hat t he only way to

make life and proper t Y' secure was to change t he Gova rn.'1l.ent to one which

would be bound by a constitution ••• ,'e k ept up t he discussion f or t hree

hOurD, during ~ich ' AribI aTd another orfic ~r t ook one si de and I the

other . They sai d that t he t ime was r i pe f or getting rid of despot ism and.

1 . d ' Ar abI vaa born i n 184l. He enter-ed t he E.gyrtian 1.l"'lIty &S &

privat e s oldier in sa ' !-1 '& r ei r,n, and was 800n pr<notecl t.o Lieutenant . Under
TavrIq, he rose t o the r a.nlc of Col onel. Tho occ3.S10n which firs t gave ha
polit i ca l prominenc e a rofle out. of t he difficult relationship Whi ch had l ong
exist&J between t he Egyptian of fiClJrs and t 'le Turco-Ci rcass i an of ficers
favoure'l by t h e Turki sh Pashas in authorit y . The eonillct becece acute and
led i n J amary 1681 to a complai nt by •Ari'b! and some other Col onel s A£&1nst
t he Kini ster of War , · Uthmnn Rif qI Paehe, 'The }li ni s t ry secretly a r res t ed.
the CO'llpIainants with t he intention of ha'Ying t hem courtmartia11ed . Thi s
ceueed a Elut iny of the t roops . who freed t he Colonels and demanded from the
Khodi ve the dismissal of Ri fq! . Tawfiq was for ced t o give wa;r . and ut the
desire of t he troops Mntpniid Si:nI al- Barlidi 'WRS a ppoi nted in his p'Ine e , The
Army now became the exponent of nat i onal as r l rnt lons . On Soptember 9 , 1881,
'ArlhI l od h gr eat md l i ta ry d emo~8tratlon in front of ' Xbi drn Pal a ce , as a
rU'llt of whi ch t he Kbedivo \-, li t; I cr-ced t o chl\.nee his Cabi ne t and summon the
C~~er of Deput ies . Event s then f ol l owed in qui ck succession, culminating in t
t he British military intervo., t10n i n the m1mlIler of 18fl2. The I:&.yptian Army unde:
' Ar ab! was defeat ed by t he British t.rcope l ed by Lord \"ob el ey at al- Tall a l 
KabI r on September l J . 18Q2 . ' Ar abi was t r i ed and exlj.ed to Ceylon, whence
he r-ecedved perafeedon to ret urn home il" 190~ . He died in 1911._

See : C. H. 'secke r -, '' 'Arabl Pa sha " , ~nc'ycloP"" ed1!l of !slaT!, Vol . I ,
pp . 4l6-rl; Ra!i -r, ~. c l t .; BroadlolY, ~. m·
2 One of the l eade r s of the ' Ar-dbr movOIIlent . He was diSl!l.isIJe;i fnn his
lvili post becaus~ o f his connecti ons with the ' Ar abi s t s, a nd joined t he

:r:D¥ a:
n

an officer a t the erd of 19B!. See M I1 ' I , 22· ill· , p , 5Zl.

J.
Thawrah

ilieJ3 , .2I!. elt • •
a1- · Ar-dbIynh".

x, Pi'. 217-18, f I'l:n t Abduh 1s un?Ublishej book "al-
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establishi ng a par liamentary govemsent , I id• "". sa t hat we must for some

years concern ourselves wit h education and trai ning, and do our hest t o

inn uence t he Government t o rulo ju,t' -r, I" , t""J se ougn to Beck our goa l by

starting with pr ovincial and t own ccuncd.Le t o act as advisory bodies fo r

the peopl e . This would pave t he Wil.y uowards our object i ve of placing

restrict i ons on t he Ocverrment., It would be unreas onabl e t o sur prise

t he c ount ry wit h somet hing f or whi ch it \ffi3 not pr-epa r-ed ; This would be

like handing property over t o n minor . " ' Abduh concluded t he discussion

by st ating: "If the nation is pr-epa r-ed t o t ake part in t he Oover-naerrt I S

a d:ninis t r ation of i t s affai rs , i t will be meaningless t o eeek t ha t end

by nillta ry fo r ce . Tl'.c:oe!ore what the Army l eader !'; demand is i llegitimat e ;

t or it t he country obt ains a Parliaraent , this \iH l t hen be neither a sign

of its mat urity nor t he f ulfilment of i t s aims j and i t \nll not t ake l ong

for t hi s a cquisi t i on t o collapse and vani sh ••• 11. ' ArabI answered I

"It Le not t he Ar.ny t hat i s dem..'l.nding t he e:5 t..1.bllslunent of h par lla.::lent ;

t he Art:IY 18 only supporting t he demands of t he not abl es and distincui.shed

men of t he count ry ••• ".

The Period of ShO-r U ' ::l rii n! s t r y . (Sent e:.lber 1881-February 1882).

The l'.R t i one.l feelinc rt e scr-ibed by •Ar iThi in hi s discussion ldth

' Abdu.l) f ound its cu.lnirmti ne exprl!e zion in t,he ru lit ary demonstrati on

which he l ed ne. tThi dli1 Palace or. Septcr:tber 9, 1881 . On this ~a7,

' Ara"[)I i n t he name of th e Egyptians dercmded f ro:ll t he Khedivc t he dismissal

Go nt t he convoc[l.tion of a par liament , and t he raisi ng
of Ri~4 ' e Tenne , ..

A t
o 18 000 men i n accordance with t he dec rees of t he ottomanat t he r:;q ,

t d d at t he r eque st of ' ArabiSult an , All these de:nands were gr an e , an
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Sha.ri:! Pasha was SIl:tlIllOned t o foI'lll hi :s third Nini3t r y . l He was a Con

stitutional ist and a member of t he National Pa r ty (al-!jizb al-Wa~arU) ,

f ounded 88 a result of al -Afgh1ini 's t eachi ngs . He had pr -ee ent.ed t he

r esi gnat i on of his pr evious Hi nist ry (which was succeeded by Riya4' e)

because Tawfiq had r efused t o consent t o a draft decree gr ant i ng a con

stit ution . Describing t he popular reaction to the ' itbi din demonstration

2
and t h e events whi ch f ollowed it, 8. f ore i gn eyewitness wrote : lIThr ough_

out Egypt a cry of jubilation arose such us for hundreds of years had

not been heard upon the flUe • • • In the streets of cedrc men otoppcd

each other • • • t o a~bracG and rejoice toge~ler at the ast onishi ng new

reign o f liberty which had suddenly begun for the:n, like the di:l W1l oJ day

after a l ong niGht of foar . l!

In response to t hi s eha~""C of a t ':1Os phc re , t he t one of ' Abduhl s

polit ical. writing and a ct i vity underv.ent an equally consider abl e change ,

a nd now ha.rmonized with the pr eval ent prcgreestve I dee s which he had so

recently cppcsed , Only t hr eo months after hi e discusdon wi th ' Arii!:li,

he wrote a strongly patriotic articleJ i n which he optimistically t ook

t he liberal side. In this he appeals f or pnt riot i sm and stresses t hat

t here ar c t hr '!') cogent r ea eone for love o f th e homeLand , "Firstly, t he

homBland is the abode of euet.cnanc c and ~C'lrity, ta.'nily end chi l.dren .

s eccndfy, t he homeland is t he place in reepect. of Iohi ch lie have both right s

and oblieations , t he pivot of pol i t i ca l l i f e . Thirdly, i t is i n relation

t o t hei r homeland t hat people a r e raised t o dignity or l ower ed t o hwnility. "

He goea on t o cast i gate t hose "who have tried to strip t heir compat riots

1. Cf . aan -r, Opt ill., pp . lZ1-JO; Blunt ,.2,2. cit . , p , 372j Cromer ,

0P' ill. , I, p. 1B6.

2. Bl unt , .9,2. ill. , pp. 116- 1'7 .

rl Polltical Life", November 28 , 1881 , Riq.a , £E. cit . , rr, pp. 194-96.
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of t heir national identity and humili."l.te t hem"; but a s aer -t s t hat "everrte

have proved t hat wo heve 11 national ewar-eneos and public ?pi nion" . "Yet,

t here a r e some per"ono '~o "till h rt h i b ti t .
... ""... U our ear- ng y r epea I18 heir pI a tl.-

t udea, such as t hat of our being so a ccustomed 'to oppres sion and injustice

that we shall not COIne upon t he pat h of l1bert.y • • • They seem to ignore

t he f a ct t ha t Wes t ern nations lived. i n simi lar conditions f or ages . Wer e

there not once in Pr anc e t housand s of s er fs • • • who WAre ackd like
• . , ?

aJl1.Ill:u.S • • • •

on

Why, t hen, did such conditions not prevent t he French from

a t t aining t hei r pr e sent hi gh posi tion'! " ' Abduh in thi s a rti cl e make s hie:

pl ea f or love of the ho:neland so enthusiastically that he adds colour

to his efoquence With quot at i ons f rom romantic love poems.

On December 26, 1881, t he new Chamber of Deput ies , which was t o

be a t t he sane t ime a Conetit uent As sombly was f orme.lly opened 'With a re

a s suring epeecn by t h e Khedive i n per son . 1 On t he two pr ec eding days ,

IAbduh had written t wo important a rti cl e s in f avour of constitutional

goVCI'Tlt1lent .

His t heme in t he f i r s t articl e2 13 t he necessity of nat i onal

representation for bot h rulers and ruled. As hu~n bei nGs, rulers havo

per sonal. propensitie s which can be restrained only 0.1 t he public opinion

of t he c ommunit y. Hor -eover -, it 1 15 impossible ior one individual to carry

alone t he affairs of a whole nation; he neece to connult and t o receive

co-operation. For t he people, a representative system in no less necessary.

It is unfair t hat t he COnrmlnity should lay the burden of its government,

on one person without advising him , and be sati sfied with me r ely crit i -

1. RaIi -1:, 2.2. ill., pp . 176-85 .

2. Dec ember 24, 1881, Ri4a, on . ~., 11, pp. 197-200. He us es as t he
title t he Islru::dc term lIShur.§:", meaning literally "Consult a t i on" , and in
politics «Repreecntatdve Sys t em".
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eirlns him if he errs . Evidence tor t his pr oposi tion can he f ound in

t he early history of bl.-ua. " The great Caliph · Ua 1.r askod t he r eople

one dnJ'" to set ha .l5 t raight it he walked erookNlly. A &l!.n answerod hi-.

that he had i ndeed walked s t ra1(;htq , and it he had nct , the;r 'If'OIU1d

haTe straightened. hill with t heir :rwords • • • This exa,p1e haa been

followed by ou.r Honoured Khedive , who hus found it necessary t hat his

count t7 should have II constitutional system • • • Tho ol d IslaIllic

way of consultation le no loneer fit for t he pr ll!sent time. The modern

rerro8en~,tive syst em is more pract i cal and suitable."

C~enting in the second arti cl el on the constit ut ional runct i on

of t he Chamber of D8puties , •Abduh di scusses the ba:'li15 of Law in genera12•

For t he maintenanco ot the social organizati on of t he cOlIluunity it is

neeeee..u -y t hat a LBw(or constitution) be enact ed . The ideal Law le one

which wouJ.d be an eccor ee et cn of public opinion a.nd based on consultat.i on .

Si nce one person ejone cannot introduce a LIlw whi ch will s ecure the interest s

o f all the i nd1vidu.al tter1bers of the cQI;n nnit:-, they choose delegatee

representing evory cla. ~ t o collttborate 1n drawing up the Law. Si nce

each country ha s its O"'T1 cireu.'IlSt anccG , Laws ahDU1.d net, be transcribed.

trom other countrie3; t hey JmJ6t conf om. t o 10c&1 needs en d traditions .

' Ahduh conclude s this a r ticl e by stating t hat the l'~gyptil1ns have become

ready for conlltitutlonal life, s i nc e t hey have proved t hat t hey have a

public opinion and a spi r e to improve Lhei r condition.

During this period , t Abduh took pnrt in an i.Ill.;:ortRnt polit.i cal

ac t . The cons t i t ut i onal develo;:JOOnt of Egypt a t t ract ed the a ttent i on of

1. "Represent3. tive Systm and Law" , Doco-..wer 25, 1881 , i bid . , pp. 200-

205.

2 He us e s the t erm " ~anun~ (Law) , i n i t s wide senr~ as "Constitution~ .

The t em now us ed f or "Cons t i tut ion" in Ar-ubic i s "Dus t ur
tl

•
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t he European Oover n nent.a , e ~pecifl.lly those of Br i t ain a nd Frence , \mich ,

ert.er- Ism 'Il ls bankrllptC}", h...d of nce 18'16 boen exerc ising a "Dual

Control" QVIlr Egypt i an tin'mces in t he i ntereot of t he foreign bond- hOl der s ; l

and t he situat i on noeded clari ficat i on. In r esponce t o a ~o5tion by

his friend Blunt , · J..bduh in conjunction with acne et he r- civilinn l eaders

drew up a manifesto sU1II.:"k1.rlzine; the pr ogr anme of the National Party.

Having ga i ned t he approval of •Ar abI end ~Iaqmad Sii:ni: al- BariidI ( the War

Hi nister) , a s representatives of t he Army, Blunt sent t i s manifest o on

Dec~er 18, 1881 to the Bri tioh Pr iraQ }li ni8t cr , Glndst one, and t o the

London IlTime ~" in which it was published on January 1, 1882.
2

The ma i n

3
poi nts of t hi s iln?ortant llation.:J. cocuaeet, are as £ollo~:

1 ) The National Party accept t he exi !it i ng rel ations of Ee;ypt with

t he Pcr-te , J-.t t he came t ime , th8'J a r-e i'inUy determined t o oppose

by every means in thei r power any attempts to reduce E~'Pt aeain

t o t he condition of a Turkish Pnshallk (Province ) .

2 ~ The Party expres s their 10;)ral a llegiance to the Khedive . They

will c ontinue t o support his au t hor ity as l ong a.s he rules i n ac cord-

nnce with justi ce and the l aw, and fulfils the pr omises whi ch he made

t o the Egypt i ans in September 1381. They declare , however , thei r

int ention of permit t i ng no r enewal of t he despotic reign of i njust i ce

1 . Vi de supra p. 29 .

2. Bl unt , O;JY ill. , pp . 132, 13$.

3. For t he full t ext s ee : i hid., pp . J8J-85.
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which Jomt has so often witnessed. The,. also warn t he Khedin

against lis t ening t o t.I1.ose who would persuade hiJ:I. t o cont i nue

his d espotic paver, to betra;y the M tional rig.'1t s of t he Egypt ians ,

or to elude his pNlllise a .

J ) The Party !'u1.lJ recognize the services rendered t o Egn;t by

t he Govern:llents or Enghnd end France , and t he European C:)nt rol as

a necessity of Egypt 's pr esent f inancial posi tion and t he best

guar a nt ee of hpr prosper i ty. Novc rthcleuJ they look uocn t he

existing order at things & 5 in i t s nat ur e t emporary, and avow thei r

hope ol graduall,y redeeming the count ry out of the hands of its

c reditor s. They cannot understand why Europeans living in t he land

should remain forever e:.c:e:apt f l"OQ t he general. taxat i on, or froIl

obedience to t he genoml lay;
1

but t heT do not propose to re.'D.edT

t hese evil. b7 anT Tiolent act i on.

4 ) Th. Pa rt)" have at the present t.i1:le entl"'J.st ed their object l ft s

to t he Aroq, bollering i t to be the only power in Egypt abh and

v1lling to prot ect the cauntq' s growillG liberties; but the,. do

not plan t hat this stat e or a!tair9 shall cont inue . As soon I'l8 t h'J

people shall have ee t their Ure on a sound bash , t he Anq will

abandon i ts political r&1e .

5) The NAt i onal Party of EeYPt ia n pol i t i cal , not a r elieious

party. I t include l'l withi n its ranks men of various races and creeds ,

and holds t hat all citizens have equal rights , both polit i cally and

before the la",.

For toss: J¥)nths, all vent vell in the polit i cal situation in

Can1tulations in Egypt were abolished by Hontrcux Convention,
1. b' t ....."....,t and t he r rirll oged lliropean countries in 1937.concl uded e wen /}t>of r
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~t. There was a good under3tanding bet ween all circles ; the Anv

vas quiescent; t he pr eu (thanks to ' Abduh ' . censornhip) vas moderat e;

and. the Goverm.ent vere proparinz t~e draft of t he Or &anic Law ..mieh

was to give the country its new Cons titution. l In the field of torei£n

atrairs, a l!luaage of peee e va s expected t:ro:I t he Liberol Gladstone in

ans'ller t o t he National Party ' s progr&nrlle . SUddenly, however , on Jam1417

8 , 1882, a Joi nt Not e was delivered to the Khedive by t he British and

t r ench Consuls-General at Cairo . 2 The I nn,gLlllce ot menace in which it

was written upset the hopes of the Nationalists and threw ~1Pt back

into a flea of troubles.) The Note stressed t he determillll.tion of Britain

and France to 8'..lpport t he Khedive l s Goverrv:1ent "against the difficulties

of va rious kinds" , and reterred t o the convocation ot t he Ch[..J:)bor ot
•

Deputies as having p ven Ule two Powers an op?Orl.unity "f or/further ex-

change ot views" . It declared to t he Khedi TO that "the English and

French GovernJlent a consi der t he maintenance at ilia Highnes s on the throne

• • • . s alone able to suar ant ee • • • t ho good order and developllent

of eeneral. prosperit y i n Ee;n;tn . The two Power s e&ve an as surance that

t hey would guard by their united effortEl acainst all causes of cOlDplicat ian,

and expressed t heir conviction t hat "His Highness will draW' f rom this

assurance t he confidence and strength which ho r equir e s t o direct the

destinies of Egypt and his pecpf e " ,

This s t ep ~. t aken at the i nsistence of G~etta. who
~he Pr i.r.:.e Minister ot France but not l ong a tteI'\laN S resigned.

p. 191.

1. cc. Mfi 'I, ~. £ll., pp. 1'16 et . seq. ; Blunt,.2::. ill· , pp. 136-31.

WAS then
er, Rafi °I,

) . See rull text 1n crcaer -, 0,.,. cit . , X, p. 223 .-
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'ftIe e t reet o t t he Not e on EQrTJtian public opinion wa.

disastrous; IUld Shar Ir I e Ministry, ~ced as it was be tween t he

Anglo-French pressure on t he one hand, and t he expectat ions or t he

AI"B¥ and NaU onaUst a on t he othe r , found i tsel! in a t ight corner . A

second. and fatal b l ow was delivered in a H«llOl'IUldu:! ccceurdceeed by

t...'le two Con5Uls-General to Shari! on January 26 , declarill(; that "the

Chamber c ould not -rote t he Budget without infringing t he Decr ees establish

ing t he [Dual] Control , and that an innovation of t he nature proposed

by t he Cha.':'lber could not be introduced without the assent of t he Enellsh

&nd French Gon rn:nents . 1 This aroused t he anGer of the Deputies, who \;,
insisted on having the right to exaMine the Budget . After tryinr; un-

suceesstul1Jr to COIIl.prondS8 bet ween the t wo sidoll , Sharif resigned on

2
February 2" 1882.

SharI t Vd a moderate Nat ionalist , and ' Abduh ' s attitude during

tneee days vas In harmorv with t hat of the PriM Hin1ster. °Abduh

showed. his .oo.erat1on by his part in Blunt t 5 e tfort to med1ata bet~en

the Ka.t i ona.l Part,. a nd Britain, and again when he sai d of the pr o:nb ed

Constitution : " ~e haTo wai ted so many hundred year s for our freedom

J
that we can well a f f ord now to Wc1t for s om.e months " . On anot her

occasion , he a c t ed a a mediator between t he Deputies ~nd Blunt, who was

trying i n vatn to convince the:n t hnt t he Budget proc edur e wae an inter

national a!tdr wl.lch neithe r t ho Govemment nor the Parliamcnt had nn,y

right to t ouch without fira!. gai.nina t he consent of the two Cont.rolling

1. C~er, .2:' c1t. ., I, p , 242 .-
2. cr. Rill ' I , 0". clt . , pp .-- 193-200.

) . Blunt , .22' ill. , p, 117
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eh~sen by the Veput i es
t o succeed S;;arr t c e ?r'··~'" :" o1, t - r , ' Cl ' A - - ,' . . to 2

,LJ..", • ...L " W.I. . 1 ::'h OJ. a s , ·~zu:J t.e :c 1) .1. Weir .

The fil'st ac t c l t !16 M I{ l'a t i ormliot Ccvcrnacnt, \/;'I.S to p 'Ouulgat e t he

pr-....l'li seJ Constitution by Decree on Februar -y '1. 3 Thi::; tramcnUOU ::5 victory

of t he Nationc.lir;t :::; Hll.$ gr oet.ed ultll un,moollS rcj ui cilJg.. da,jlQns t r ations

o f ..'h.ich Her e Gi ven ':'n vardcue public neet i n..:;s held by soci eties ,

Deput ies nnd nctctaeu, a nd at-t.ended by Hinizt er s
J

Al': J.;;r l ead er s and other

;:ro:"'.inosnt natiDtl31 fif.ure~ .

' Abduh eae one of t he l cadj.n<,; p:.L"ticipant 6 i n t hese celebr at i ons ,

e nd he con reycd t'u l det <dln of t hem t o t he public t h r out:h t he cc.lumna

ofIT aJ.-Wac;.1:': ' i , " . 4 At the firs t ::l~eting whi ch was hcld , 5 he t:.Lld e an

im;J<l:-tant speech exr,l aining the mar i t 3 of con::; t itutionDJ. ru.l~, und demand-

i ng t he s pr-ead of educa tion a nd t he grant of r r c edcc of spe ech nnd writ i ng .

He deliver ed siuilar addrt 33es at other meet Ings , speakil"lG hiGhly of

6dcaccr -acy , e qtL, lity unrl I'r-o edora,

1 . Ibid . , p. J..h'l .

wer e dh;ciples of al-Afgh~,

a s

2. cr. Oromcr-, sn- cit., I, p, 243.

3. R.';fi -r, 0; . .ill., p , 2l.3.

Most of t he opecker-e on t hese cccaefcne
a l -I\adro, al - LaqanI and AdIh Isl]aq.

I,.
i3uch

5. Held by t he Char i table Societ y , "al- Haqa§id al-Khayr5"Y 3.hll
• See

"".!_Waqa ' i· ll , Febr ua q 15, Wl!2.

6 1 \ • " i, 1I February 21, for t he meet i ne hel d by t he Deputies
Se e 1Ia - ra qa , t i I ld b " " ' d~ H.aipnUd and lbr ahim a l - 'NakIl j l1G.r ch 5, for t he aee ng le ;{ -rr-«

Abazah .
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This enthuaio:ltic spirit of pa.triotl~ is e qua]] y eTident 1n

"u- a'aCili 'i
oll

, a nd. I»-rti cular ly in ' Ahduh ' s writi ngs in it Ii.t this time .

Coanenting on the arr i val in Cairo or a delegat ion of stUQ8nts t 1"Oll

Al exandri a to congratulate t he l eaders of the new Government on their
1

rlctory, he fervently advccet e e and expounds t he princ i ples of nAtion-

alism and. de:'1Oc r acy . I n another article~ he asserts t hat ideas should

be associated with act t on, Just 8S action should depend on i deas , and

urges his compatriota to unite i n action as they had in opinion. He

l:'3.intair.z unhesit at i ngly t hat Unational representation i s based on

public opinion and i t s main advantage is t hat it mu:;t fo llow whatever

public opinion decl~.s" .

The road. &heact ot the Nationa1l5t GaYemtlCnt van full of obstacles .

The lChedive , t he Turco-Circassians , and acne or t he European Consular

representatives , all int rigued t o t e t r id of the new l'&gime. When a

eireasa1an conapiraey aga1n~t the live s ot tAr-db! and his chiet officers

Jwas di s cove r ed in April end t he conspir ators were court:2rtialled, the

~
Khedive r e fus ed. t o ISign the sentence; a m his at t itude gave to European

diplomacy "the opportuni ty it had been waiting t or of setting t he Khedin

5in open quarrel with his Jtinist~rs" . tAbduh during these events never

flinched from hi3 ardent support of the Nationn.lie ts . I n a l oll['; l etter

1 . "A1- Wal11l ' i OtT, Febntf.ry 7 , 1882.

2. "Union of OpW on and Union of Action" , April 23, l.SS2.

3. Host ot them were A1"O;/ officers , including the t or:ler Minister of
War , ' Ut hman R1tqI PaSha.

~.

Sildin.

For mtnbers ot the a r.JIed. rcrcea, t his vas exi~e for lit. to
er, Cromer , ,22. ill., I, p, 262; RUi ' I , .2.2,. ill·, p, 260 .

the

5. Blunt, se- £ll., pp . 189-90.
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which he eont. on April 25 to his friend Blunt. , l he strongly defends the

Govern::tent. and t heir measures"--< rut .., .... .... re e8 ...le "llIOur::l spread i n Europe

persol"' tU a.dvantage . "As t o t he procot i ons

ot the officers , o t \olhich &.1ropean nev3pe pers are :aaki.ng eo t1Uch t.al.k ,"

he writes , "allow me t o explAi n th~' ~'l.cts . In the first ptace , t he pro-

not IlIIAde by" ' Ar ab! Pasha 10 sol. will. and pl ea sure , nor w.~

t hey" a bribe to ea!n t he officer ' s a ffec tions t owards °Ar ab!. 'nley were

made in consequenc e of the new military law. " ItEvery Egyptian •• •1 he

c ontinues , "bat.e e tha Turks and dotests t~lel r i nfamous me::\Ory •• • The

'r'.trks are t yr<tntEl, wl lO have left calnmitie s behind th em in Egypt wh i ch

s t ill make ou r hearts sore • • • (They] have t oot i ng :!5 enough with t hei r

tir::3<"U\8 in Eg;,rpt . They mLltl t SW? t he re and tI'] noth ing furthe r . But it

an,y I!tt~pt of ~1. kind cceee t o our knowledge , we shall h.1.U i t 8 15 a

no t al.together WJ'lfel come acci dent • • • We m all mnke use of the event

it it bappene to " cover our full. inde;>erxience . Our clearest IliOOed.

stat es:3en a re now watChi ng OV'!17 r.KlTeaent of Turkish. pollC7 i n this

country to check it the moment it oycrstep8 i t s lir:dts . 1t ' Abduh e cca ee e

the ex- Khed1'1"e 1.'Il ot being the aut hor at the Ci r casaian conspiracy ,

and describe s him a s "the gr ea t e et en~ Egypt eYer had, and one s t ill

envious of her happin"ss" . or t he conspiracy itsel f, he saya : "Every

one knows th,lt fArlibI 1e life ia exposed , MS othfi! r l:lan 'S , t o dangers

daily • • • But we sh ould only laugh it i t wore stated publicly t hat

Engl.and loins on tho v lJrco of anarchy because a mad.1\an, sol dier or ci Yilian,

had t r i ed t o shoot your \,.ueen" .

TawfIq l a retusal t o sign the s entence agai ns t t he conspirators ,

and t he Briti sh Consul-General ls support tor his refusal , broueht t ie

1. Ibid. , pp. 190-94.

•
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pol i t i cal si t unt ion i n Bgypt t o n high pi t ch of t ensi on. The Nat ionali st s

were so nnGeNd that t hey be,~~,n to t a lk i n t he ir me tinEs ot deposing

t h e Khedive ; and t he Governnent r ecalled t he l)oputies t o consider the

s itua t ion.
l

Ef f orts by 8 Q:D.e Deput ies t o r ec oncile t !oe Y.hedlve anl t he

Klnis try ended i n a cce r l4l.se , na .'llOly t hat the eeneene ee should be

t he Egyptian press t o de sist f rool furt ' ,e r discuaaion of t he dehilll of

2
t he qU':l' stion . Shortly afterwards h e publiah"!d i n a pr onnent place the

J
Khodivial Decree girlnt; t he f inal sent ences . Dur1n.a: t beee days a l so , he

fir s t wam ud

I 'it- 4 and

and t hen suspended

5
"al -Mufid" •

S~ extremist newspapers , weh a s "al-

Meanwhile , Britain and France had unQ.X!lftCtedl,y d ecided to i nt er

ven e acre act!vely in Ero"Pt i an affai r s , by despatching a Joi nt naval

6
squadron t o Al exand r ia on the pr et ext of securing t he live s of f oreigners .

The real purpose of t his t'lO VO ....-as to overth:"?lI the nat ionalist Gov03rrrnent

by ur ging the Khedivc t o take advant age of t he occa si on and dismiss the

Minis try.
7

After t he a r rival of the war :.hi Fs a t Alexandria , th~ Brit i sh

end French Consu1s-Gene ra1 on May 25 handed an ultimntu:JI. t o t he l';gypt 1.an

1. I bid• • pp. 202-04; ftiifi ' I . ~. ill· , p. 264.

2. <,A1-Waqa ' i ' '' . Hay 16, lllll2.

J. "AI - Wnqi 'i '''. May 22, 1M 2.

4. Vi de 8'.lpra p. 48.

5. RUi ' ! , .212;. £.!.i.,
ijaaan a1- Sh.LmsI i n IBa l .

p , 266 . "Al- MufId" WRfl e s tab1b hcd in Cairo by
Se e Ibraht~ ' Abduh, Tata~lr . pp . llJ, 295.

6. cc. Cro:ner , op . elt . , I , pp . 266-71; Bl unt , oc , cl t . , pp . 205 , 209;
asn -r, .22• .£il. , pp . 268-69.

7 . cr. Cromer , .22. ill,. , I , p , 2'/0-71.
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Governncnt , da.vmding:

111. The te::tporary r cti r (>;nent f r o n Egypt of ' Ar abi: Pa sha , wit h t he

maintenance of his rank and pay.

2.

and

The r etir ement into the inter ior ot Egypt o f ' All FaJnni Pa sha.

1
' Abd al- 'J\l [ijilm!] Pa sha , who will also ret ain t hei r rank and

pay .

3 . The r esienation of t he pr es ent Ui nist ry. " 2

The Anr,lo-c"r ench de-ianda were accept-ed by Tawfiq, and t 'le Nationnlist

Hi ni s t ry resiGrled on Hay 26 . As a result of t he ult imatu.ll., t he Nat i onali s t

Ar:-ny officers could only choose bet we en surrender and pr eparat ion f or a

cl a sh wit h the Khedive and t he Eu r -opean Power s whi ch supported him. They

chose t he l atter course . J,. few hour s before t he resignation of t he

Hinifl t ry, the l eading A:m.v of ficers , i ncludinc ' Ar hbS: an d a!-Mrcrdi, held

a meeting at ' 1\bi din Barracks i n whi ch t hey swore on the (,.rur ' an t o be as

one man in defending t heir c Juntry aenin~t any aggr es eion . This oat h was

3
drawn u p and ad..ninistered t o t he off i cer :! by ' Abduh.

Thr ough all t hes e flvcnttul days, ' Abduh dflvoted the pages of

nal -W'aqi ' i III and his own untiring ener-gy entirely t o the nat ional cause .

He became a n act ive parti ci pant i n the resist an ce movement , and "al-Waql'i' ! · n

i ts mouthpiece and t he reco rd of i t s events .

Afte r t he re:!ignation of al - Bariidi ' s lI.i.ni st r ¥ , no other Cabi net

wa s tormed t i ll June 20; but puhlic opinion fo rced Tawti:q t o reinstate

1. Commanders of regi~ent5 , and clos est associ ates of ' Ar abI.

2 . cr-cmez-, OP. ill., I , pp , ZIJ-'14 .

J . lUif i ' r , .2I!. ill'J P!=!. 273-74.
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fArabr on May 23 ae Minister of War , l with even wider r esponsl billtin

t han bef ore . Tob step vas a.l.80"backed. by t he GeInln and Aus t rian

cansula, who saw in •Ar lbI t he IIWin beat capable in EeJpt to lIa i ntain
2

order " . But eTent. were cons piring agains t MY peace ful hopes . On

June 6, "al- WaqiPl' " publ i5hed on its f ront pllge tvo iJ!lport.ant doclnlmta .

On. vas A KhediTial order to ' Ar ab! , ltating t hat , in accordance with a

t elegram. f rol:1 t he Pcete , the construction of batt er ies at Alexandria by

t he Egypt ian Army must cease . The order explai ns t hat this t el egram was

t he r esult of a declaration m.1.de to the Ot t oman Ambas sador in London by

t he British Foreign Minister, who had considered euch con struct i on &8

an act hostile t o the allied neet. The other docuaent, was ' Arlibt1 a

answer co.:npl,yi:ng with t he order , a f t er first stat i ng t hat t he alleled

construction of f ortifications vas no .ore t han ordinar;r repn.i r work and

maintaini.ng that it was t he pres ence or t he Anelo-French fieet in ' !an

waters whi ch should be considered as a IOll3Mcing act .

The t ension in Aluandri a l ed on June II to riot=s i n which a

nwrber of EEYPt i an=s FM Europeans were killed . 'lbb unf ortunate event

upset t he Na tionallata and obliged t he Khedive t o till the political

vacuust with a new Cabinet. On June 20 , a Minis try wa s f ormed by h mii "Il

Ri6hib Pasha , who kept ' Ar~bi as lfinis t er of War ; and ' Arabi s ent a let tor

to the Khedive in wh i ch he expres sed his sat i !lfaction and a ppreci at i on of

J
t he new Govenunent I

A f ew days after t he r i ots i n Alexa.ndr ia , bot h ' Ar~I and "Abduh

1. "AI-Wagl'i ' '', May 31, 1882.

2. B1Wlt, ,22. ill., p , 237 .

J "AI_Waqa.' i' lI, June 20, 1882.. -
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eddreeecd a meet i ng of the ItaUt," eomnnmit7 in Cairo. l ' Ar abJ:, 1n

his speech , ap-;ea l'!K1 f or th l!' brot herhood of all inltabita.ntll o f Ee:7Pt ,

an:! · Abd.~, roUow1ng h1J:I., llkMse stated that i:11ro!Jt'<1.J'I G reside:OJ.t i n

Egypt were fellow-citizens of the 1!ItL'1l.1! eountrJ toget her with t he nnt i ve s ;

erd he e poe nj.ed to thl!' European cO!lr!llnities to unite h'ith the J<:crrti ans

1n one block and to have confidence in t~e Nat ional Leader-a in t hose

critical da.ys .

At a J:I.~ {"tin !,; of t he Egypt ian l eaders hel d on June 18 to discu&s

the beet eeae of tiding oYer the ditfieult dt'J.ation result! trotl the

Ale2!!dria r i ots, ' A.hduh proposed thnt ho should per s ona ll,- "tet together

all t he dOCU~Ants he hnd i n his possession, with others concerning

Egn:t ian affairs , 8nd r,o t " England and depose the": himself befor-e Hr.

Glad- s t one and the English PlU'li.lu:lent - . This idea vao a pproved , end

' Abduh began pre~"lr1ne for the journey.2 After t he Brit i sh Ad'll:lrl\l

Beauchan., Sey:nour had gent , on J..l1r 6, an ultir:\8t\llD to fulbah ·I~:!Il!.t Pasha ,

t h., C1>3!l8.l'ldant of t he Egnt 1an ea r r h on in Alexandria , Bl unt telcgra!=bed

t o his neent Sirhiin" I urging hi.':I. t o Bend •Abduh f\l!l a me eeenger- fro!! t he

Na tionalists to Gl.Adetone. J But appnrently circ'un"tnnces did Mt &.110'01

' A'b<h h to ca r ry out this p1Jtn on either occasion .

On Jll.1y 10, n special Council of Stat e p'Qsid&1 over by Tavtiq

and including the Cabi net Hlnistere , the Otto~ envoy, end ecae notables ,

decided t o rejcct the ult 1J:lattLll but still hoped f or concilia tion. The

2. Bl unt , 22. ill., p, 261, quot ing from. a l ett er recei ved f rea his
secr etarr SibiinjI, V , .Ola he had ecnt, t o ErJpt in June 18~2, as a raeas enger
t o his Nat ionalist triend~ . Ibid . , p. 227.

3 . I bid., p, 'Z/6 .
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uovernaent , and .. i t er chc Fr-ench fle!Jt had ·...l t hdralTn , t.he Brit i sh wal'ships

in t he c;lrly lJ10n ling »t tha next day began t o bO:nbUI'd Alexandr i a . l Egypt

wae ncs i n a 3tute of wm- lIi. t..h 3r i tai n, and t he Gcver nnenc dcc'Iar cd Hnrti aJ.

1...'\..... .

On t h e t . I.::J.O d<l.y a s t he bcr..tbardmcnt , "Abduh '12':.>tc a ccncf cc and

effective ~~torial He bcginc bJ quot i ng the t.,.'ur ' futi c

ver se : 'l.Allah hat;1 bu~t £1.'0;:'\ t.he believer s their Llvce and t ildr

N'e~~th , beceuac Pc r-adi.ee .1'iL be t :"IOi r s : t ha:r shall f i g.'lt i n t he way of

Al.Lah an-I 5~ t..ll !:la:t- ..nJ be alndn , It i s a prcafse ....mzcn Le binJ.i!'l6 on

Hi:'} in the Tomh end th~ Gospel a nd t.na vu r ' un. h'ho i'uHill03th Hi:'! covenant

better than ,lilt.!!?

t hat l a t he oupr-ea c

J ejoi ce then i n ycu r- bargain t hat ye have made , fo r

3
t r iu;;t'Y;hu. •.'.bduh t h en urges hi :J co;nput.riot o to

j oi n and ou ppcr-t. t he ArrJrIl ,,·I!.li ch Le def ending t i leir country u.b<J.i nut t he

au;reSflor cner1\T; end ccnc.iudc o b;r unjoining t hem to give good t rc:lt.rnent

t o foreic n re sident s, i ncludine even Br iti eh .

Up till t he defc:1t of ' Ar iThi at aI -T all Ill -Kabi l' on Sc pt.a.iber- 13,

1882, "o.l_Waqa'i · tr wa n t he I!lOUthpi ece of t he fighting Egypt i an AMiJ'.

Besides r ecording t he event:; of t he war, it published fervent articles

i'r on •Abduh I 5 Den oupportine; t he /.~. and calling on t he people to <::.id

t he t roops .

On July 1], ' /.bduh \lr ot e ll. moving editorial in t wo par t s . He f i rst

1. c r-caor -, op . ill. , I, p , 296; RH i ' I , .2I2' ill., pp. 33;' , 345 .

2. lIAI _WEl.ga 'i' " , J-cl.y il, 1M2.

) . Qur 'an, 9: ill.
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eXhorts the Egypt1Ann 8n1 c:!llI;Jeei ally the 1.n.'labitanta or Cairo to o U er

all t hat t hey CAn t.o hel p tt-:e fugit i ves f Z"Ol'9 AlaunJria ,,'ho bave had to

abandon t heir town a f tor its burr.ing on the pr evi.ou ll day. In t he second

p8rt. , he e..~to18 t hooe who have reeoonded t:.o his revtc cs nppe'lln for

volunte8rs in the Am:;y and contribution!) i n ita aid , end ends by &inng

a list ot t he contri butors .

The pages of "al-i'II'a.q! 'i · 1I durl!lg the rf'!st of Jul;~ are t he "lost

vnluab l e sour ce of i ntorr.'lClt i on about t he tltory o f t nc ce event ful day• •

The Khedj.ve who 'fi;'l f) a t Alcxandr ia and in t ouch with British navn.1

authorities , s ent at the ir behest, on July 1'1 A. cabke t o ' Ar ab! 1n his

nearby caap at, Kat r al- DawwS'r , in -tfhich , aft er stat ing t.hat, t ile bcrsbe r-d-

R1ent o r the city was t he cons equence of t ,e Gov\!nmlent' s retusl:l1 t o c~

with the English Ad'11ral. ' tI deD~d f or the d.i:rnantlirq; ot t he :ort s , " od

t hat t he British ha1: no intention ot U:.?OlIing a s ttl.te of var on E~,

he instrncted ' Ar ab! to return a t once t o Alexandria and t o suspend all

warlike pr eparat ions . l IAr-db! in his repli rtmindecl Tavtrq that it waa

Hi a Highness who had urged that t.he J,.d:niral ' s demands ehcukd be r e jected, J

and t he !Jriti~ threa t s , if f ollowed. by a cts , ehcufd be answered with

war; and tinalJ.y he decLa.red t.hat he would not »cve to Alext..ndria unless

t he Br i t i sh fleet left the port .

On July le, nt nitht, a ~rationnl A~[lsmbl.v met in CAi ro . It had

been convoked by • .... riibI, end ccnefe t ed of f our hundr -ed rer,resentat l ves of

1 . "~1-WR9a 'i '", July 18, 1822.

2. Pu.ollshed in t h e saee number .

J . ' Arab! VdS referrint: t o the dec ':'s ion at t he Re;ypt i an. Council of
State held on July 10 under the presi denc1 of the Khed1TO . lide SUrlrA

p , 73 .
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all Egyptian ela s M l5, incl uding Princes of t he Khedivial family and t he

religious leade r s of t he Huslim~ , Christians and Jews . '!'hi!! Assembly

unanimous ly s upported •Ar iThS:: agaimst TawfIq. 1 By its decisi on, a Council

ot War wa s fOl'!wd t o handle t he a ffair:; of Egypt i n pka ce of the Cabinet ,

whose nanbere; (except ' Ar abI ) were with TawfIq in Alexandria . 2

On July 22, t he Assembly f onnally counterm.a.nded Tal-!fiq l :; or der

disnissing °Ar ab! and voted 11 resolut ion t hat his order:; should no longer

be obeyed . I 't.a sec retary i n t hi s me:!lOrllblc meetinr. vas 0Abduh , who read

t o t he r epresentatives a rrtatW"a'l i s sued by 80:;10 ' u1aI:l.a' of al - Azha r ,

r al i ng t hat, since the Khedi ve had gone over t o t he enemies of his country,

there was no longer an;; obligation t o obey hi.l:l.. J

"AI- Waqa ' 1 u t J under •Abduh I s editor ship , redoubled its eff orts in

suppor-t, of the national ~truggl6, a nd did all t hat it could t o raffle the

mor ale of t he Egypt ians . I n its news col umns, it quoted reports and

coeraent. s from t he European press ....euch f avoured t he Egypt i an cause Ilbal nst

t he Br iti sh , 4 and published the cO!!'lr.lUrliqu~a e nd procf anat .Ione of t he

5Egypt ian C~~nd•

•Abduh I s l a st contrdbut dcn t o lIcJ.-Ha.qZi'i ' " was a l ong article

6on Septc:nbcr 9. It begins with r efarencen t o t he diGcovery of

1 . lI,ll_WanlPi 'II , Ju1y 20, 1882.
dfesueeed ' Ar abI . mifi "I,,22. ill. ,

As a result
pp . 386-87 .

of t is decision, Tawfiq

2. IIAI _Waaa 'i o " , J uly 23, 1882 .

3. lI J\l- We.di 'i'u, July 31 , 1882. nFat wa" : a rullne on a mat t er of relig
ion or r el giou3 law.

4 . A good nuac er- of t hes e items er-e publlehod on August 30, 1882.

5. Sec 11 1.1_\'10.93 '1 " 1 of AUGUst 8 , 10, 13 , end 20, 1$82.

6. Entitled lISul~an Pasha I s Intrigues and t heir Failure , and the Fni r 
neee of t heir Punfehment." ,
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SOMe secret Co:zJUniCslUone f roa Sul~ Pa3ha , the President or the

Ch.:c:lber o f DeInties , who had thrown in hi:> lot with the Court partT and

the British agains t his tamer associ ates, t o certain Beduin chie f s

residi ng 'Wcst of t he Suez Cmla1 whom he h:ui induced to edde with t he

Br i t i sh ~bainet the EBjpt i an A~.l Cast ine scorn on this dishonourable

betrayal, "Abduh s ays t hat its perpet rutor ha s proved h1m3e!! interior

to the animals , whi ch always de t end t heir ;young and their homes aea1ns t

aggr e 5sors . In peace t ime, the people of a countI7 ma;r differ in regard

to polit i c s , but 1rllen f acing oxternal dangers t hey m.l:ll t wdte in ono:

bl oek against thei r en~. tAbduh t hen refUtos the i llusion that the

Brit ish were inTading Egypt simply to support the authority of the Khed.1n

or that ot the Porte , and notes that t hoy had had t he ambi tion of occupy

ing t he cOWltry ever since the time of Bonaparte I e expedition. He concludes

his article b;y branding Sul\ i n Pasha 8lS a traitor and pra i sing t he Govern

ment I s decision to confiscate his properties f or t he benetit of t he

national objec t i ves .

Alter t he def eat of the Egypt i an Arr:v at al- Tall &l- IabIr and t he

occupation of Cairo t wo d8y"S later, on Septacber 15, by the British troops,

"al-Waq3: 'i · " ceased publication. It reappeared a. week later, no longer

as a newspaper and. mouthpiece of public opi nion, but as t he official

gazetto of the new r&gi.me . ·Abduh was ar rested wit h t ho l eaders of the

Nat ionallllt movement . Thus ended his remarkable journalist i c efforts as

1 . The British i nf ant%)" l ed by Genoral Wol se.q, entered Egypt from
t he Suez. Canal across t he Province of Sharqryah. Sul~ Pasha acco:npanied
t he British AlTtfI a s representative of the Khedive . The a:>ney \<o'hich he distri
buted among the Beduin in the naoo of TavtIq played an ir.aportant part in the
betrayal. ot °AribI . Al ter t he British cecupetdon, his ee r-et cee were rewarded.
bT TawtIq with a gil t of ten t hous and. x:aunds, and b7 t he Brit ish. GoYernr.M!lnt
with t he title of "Sir ll • Cl. Bl unt , ,2E. ill. , pp. )1) - )14; Rirt! , 2£. ill·,
I , ppo 258-60 (trom ' Abduh ' s IOOmoi r s ) ; fUifi oI , 2£. cit . , pp. 418,459.
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Editor-in·Chie t ot "al- ilaqa ' i· M , and t he Golden Age ot t he paper ' s
ennttul history. •

During •Ahduh '. imprisoment , which lasted three months until he

was ex!. l ed , hb tears a!rected him. so JllUch that it was difUcult t or his

Ensli~h l ."wyer Broadley t o recognize in him lithe pat riotic writ er and t he

~st tdll tant s peaker at tho _etine ot the council1 whi ch raled in Cairo

during t he sixty days l war" j 2 or t o realize t hat he had been "the author

ot the bold and pi ctu resque exposi t i ons of t he a 1m.s and. obj octs of the

Eg)?tian Nationalist s , fonmrded bare1Jr six months betore to • Bl unt " • .3
w'hi l e in prison , •Abduh wrote a memor-andum in defenc e of hie con-

duct . This Broadle1' regarded a s "too lII.lch akin t o an apology" . "Abduhl s

defence 'Was t hat , a s Editor-in-Chie! o! "al- W'aqa 'i &It , he had fro:1 f i rst

to last only "obeyed the order -s ot hi s lawful suporiore 8 S they succeeded.

one ~nother on t he stage", and that i n the di scharge ot all his public duties
4he had gi ven "passive obedience t o cOrJ.petent authority" .

Such plea s could not concea l t he obvious i.JDportance of &Abduh 1 s

role during t he ' Ar abi eoveeent ., and he was exiled. from Egypt along with

the ot her Nati onali st leaders.

1. The write r meane t he Nat iona l As sembly.

2 . Broadley , 22,' ill. , p , ill.

.3 . Ibid. , p, 228.
writor rerer-e wan se nt
•Abduh t S i mprisotnCnt .

4. Ibid•• p. 229.

The prograJllll6 of t he National Party t o whi ch the
to Bl unt in December 1881 , almost nine months before
Vide su" ra pp . 62- 4 •
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CHAPTul V

' AllOOHI :3 IOZAg ON SPUU'NAL AN;) SOCI AL RF,'FQRH

•Abd:m used "al-W.aqa '1 ' " J not only Cl.G a pol i t i cal orGUn , but

also ae a v3hicl o t o:" conveyi"{; to t h e p .lblic his ideas on flYer ; aspect

or the problea. which WD. S tu.e r aal ccnc orn j n3:llely" t ,IO retol'lIl ot Husl.1r.l

society, and pnrti cu.a.rl;y ot Et:;rptian soci ety . The Cl! ideas wer-e not

mer ely a cadccuc or t heoN t ical j on t he contrary , near ly all of t hom have

been put i nt o practice , either by ' Abduh hi.':l.sel£ "Ihenev~r he could, or

by other3 vho ha ve succ eed ed hiD u p to t he p"C3ent tw . He was deeply

ccns cdoius of the then ex1Gtin6 backeardnee a o f the MusliJlJ. peoples a nd of

t heir de plor'lblo poU t-ieal, social , crJral and intellectual condition.

The se ills, i n hie opinion , could be r o::wdled 01117 by a gradual and

evolutionary cour-se of t r unlli'oI'"-4C\tion , etnl'ting ...i.th t he simpl est changes .

Tho tunda 'llentnl need wa:: for r e rora of th~ chemct.er-, thought and conduct

ot t ne p80? l e , and thiIJ could be a chieTed V.~ t he spr eading of educat ion ,

hl'ld through t he. 1ol:r..rcvo;;aont e r lnOrnlit;r, l on th e basis of a purit1ed

I ahntic faith . ' Abduh' s t1r>:lest conYiction was that Islam, it tnIly

understood a nd c:tat ed, is not i ncompatible with the spirit of modern

civiliza tion and sci ence; and he believed that the Musl im peoples had

urgent ne ~d o f such a restat~nt i n ortter t o r ecover t he essent i al and

abi ding values of their r eligion , which were s o ltich obscured by t Olllporal7

p , 49; D&..~ Amin, .2:.
Ency cl. I.!,.L-im, Ill , p ,

ci t . , pp . 115, 195;
6'/8.



or local applicat ions 1
of i t . These ideas ara exprc3ned i n certain

80

s peci!1c articles PM are

writi ng8 2
and sayings .

int e r::ti.nglO<l with some of hi s p.1rel,y political

lliucation .

"Alxluh consider ed education to b. t.htl backbone of all reform,

a8 wi thout i t t here coald be no iia.rrovement of IlIOral1ty l'.nd puri!1cation

of rellgiO'"\ll!l faith, a r.d no l!:cient ific :--.nd technical. progress . Bee:idea

concelTu.ng himself with the pro'ootion of edu~tion, he llh owed ttle deep

i nterest o r .. pedagogue i n i t a techniques . This originat ed {root his ex-

peri ence as a student at tne AtpaadI :-lusque llB1 a t a..l- Azhar. The method.

of instruction at t he Al}madI Jiosque was a rdUIJUB and i nconsistent with

Brl;f l n1.o11 i geu t view 01' t ne purposes of education ; toe ehaykha surprised

t he b"g:1nnel .·!tn t echnical t.r~ a nd u'8t initions of \ohi ch he was t otally

i gnorant , and required hiI4 t o ClJmrrU.t them t o Illumol'y wit hout caring t he

l eas t. whether o r zwt he under stooo. thl}ir meaning . At al -Azhar in those

days , t,ile ay.ten was no bet t er ; the cour se of i nst.rllc t.i on was devQid

either Qf 6l1yt.hing wtlich Jilight be 01 prtLc tic.tl use or Qf anythina whi ch

:U.£,ht. inspi" a desir e fo r teaming.
3

I n this d&rknes8 t WQ personalities

e;.uded ' Abdun t o the ll~t. lii.s great uncle, Sna1'Kh Darwi:sh Kha4r .

ins pired hi.'ll wi t h a desi re fo r learning nnd pereceded hi:1I t o r esume hie

Dt.u.dies at t he All'Mdi ~8que a fte r no hold be ::OIOle discou.raged; and his

1. Cf . Adams. 0 )"1 . ill.• p, 109; Gibb. 00 .- cl t • • p, 33.-
2. 'lide u nra pp . 56-7 , 59, 67.

J . -Abduh' s 8utobi ograp.'lY• •u4'l. ,22• .£ll•• I . pp. 20-25 .
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aaet.cr- al-H btJ,an! opened new ~orbon" 01 knovlodze and thou£;ht be f ore

1Ws.

•Al.x b h I II inte~st i n t he retont or ed".lcat ionr.l !!Iethods wae

en..\;lnced. b~· hl s prac t i cal teachine experience 1 be rcr -e hill a,,~intnent

t o ~~~-Wa ~ Jl · ". Ono of hl~ first a~lclell 1n ·al-k'r{,~" W~ll on this

subject . In t he pagee of "al- 'r!3,qU 'i " ' , he e L-VC proof of hi s oontinu

in(; intere:st , and repoatoHy urged a wider diffus ion of education as

t he "~-.l,7 t o t h o r ealization of all desir;lhl e r e rarme ,

In the fir::st of hie three artlclc ~ 1n "al_'Knqa ' i' I1 crit icizing

the ¥.ini s t r:r of Fd'.lCntion, 2 •AbdtL~ edvccet.c e ni[;ht s chools tU) t he best

mean s of co::.~ttin[; i gnor ance am0rll: adults. "People often t alk" , he

sas" "" r l5O:::le th.l ng t.Moh migh t gi ve th em a proper- life ar...t b ring

<:.bn t the Cl"::,.,..t h of t heir 3:)cietS. Thltt tM is useful knoKlodG8,

by wh:c~ ~e hav~ seen 8~e cO·Jr~rie , outdistance oth~r~ • • • During

, ;eople were driyen t o schools e a i t theT were

be driven to a1.11t<l.I7 eervrce or even to dea.th . But i n our own daTs ,

peopLe t e ] mir.d :s hB.Ye woken up, and reill:dng t~e advnnta.g~s ami bene-

fit s of km.....ledZc, t h e']" have begun educa t ing their children •• •

Yo men who ~vo now passed t he s chool ag~ • • • h~Te been hoping

t ha t night echooka might be opened ••• i n ,,'hich they could m.'\ke up

f or what th~J h3ve missed • • • Th~/ wor o t horefore happy \A1en the

Kinist r-J at Education decided to open a school of this kind ; but

t heir spirits sank when theT l ea rnt t hat French would be t he modium

1 . Vi de 8Ur~ p. 28.

2. Vide 5',Plr'et p , 46 ; O~ .- ill.' J I1 , 61-72.
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ot ins t ructi on. " ' '''bdull t _,s ronbl-1 opposes such a step tmd indsts-,
on t he instruction in t ho s chool being given in simple Ar abi c , so

tha.t the ecf encee uT be made a cces si ble to the majority of seekers

lor knowledge . He also stresses t he 1Ilportance ot night school8 tor

diTorting the attention of the youth from useless leisure act i vit i es

i nto benef i cial channel s, am suggests t hat night courses "should be

eade cOJIlpulS017 fo r eYery GoTClTl11\ent serTant 'she has not a cquir ed the

standard ot knowb dge needed tor his work . ,,1

In t he second artl cle,2 ' Abduh out lines a general plan for

r aising t he st ando.rd of education. He criticizes t he Uiniotry tor

contenting its elf \od. t h i s suing circulars r obuking lazy and uneuceeee

:ruJ. t eachers and t hanking th e eucceeenu, ones . The reward tor industr-

Icue teachers, °AOduh lIIai ntal ns . Jml8t b. tangible if definite L"II.prove

aent 18 to result . The work of t eachers mst be checked so that the

ineffic i ent 11\&1 be elillinated and on1]' Ut. effici ent retained. It ls

t he dut1 of the Miniatry to arrange t or per i odic ins pection at tochoola,

and t or vigil enee over the m ral character of t eachers . Text-books

-.1st also be revised and purged .

Returning in the thi rd article) to the subject of night schools,

•Abduh mentions t hat the HinistrJ of lliucat ion has agreed t o his pro

pos al and decided t hat Arabic would be the modium of instruction, with

Fr ench to be kept only D. S II oe parat e subject . He t ak es th is opportunity

to express his view on tho question of l e arning f oreizn l.an~es .

1. 'nle Egyptian Government han t o a great extent r ool..hed t he &i.-ns
IIct f orth i n this article . By Law P;o. 46 of 1933, Ele:-:tent,llr/ Education

JM.de ccapu180r;y " ani by L3.w Uo . U O of 1944 a l-roj ect tor co::lbatting
;;-;1tcracy among a~tll was ut i nto eaecution . In 1945 the "Po~
Educat i on Foundation" was e s tablished to t rolll)t o education in all subjcc~
b,.. a eene of night course s among both cen am women j i t nee has 18

branches all over Egypt .
J. Ibid., pp. 78-79.
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"Some people ," he ~ I.J. ·T:; ... "bel i eve t hht t he mere learning of foreign

lE.."lL'Uagc8 Le u. ~uperi .. r- «cc li IOIUp - a imont 'Wort h 3t riving fo r . No

l anguage is i n it ~elf a super i or t hine, nor nhould it be consider ed

1
• • n .

as i n i tsel f an ond to be "~ "'~d •.• • A '-
~",. .. .l.l<.ngu.age is only .:t means t o

a c q,uir ing t he s cience , literatur e and t hough t Whi ch i t cont ains

In another ar t i cle 1n ltal _\{aqa ' 1 OI' , .2 cor:rnent ing on a Mini s t ry

1

of Education circular , t ho t ext of which he published al ongsi de,

•Abduh expr ccece hd a i deas on religious education in the s chools.

The circular urged teachers to t ake c r eat or interes t i n t hi s . ' Abduh

c onside r ed its ultir:l<.J.t a purpos e . Education i n gene ral aims at Utrain

ing minds a nd s ouls • • • so that t hey 1I1ay be able t o at t ain happi ness

i n this life and a f t e r death" . The t r a i ning of minds consis ts of

"extr i cating t.hea f rom t he atmcaphe r-e of si f3..Qlicity, i gnora nce end

evil t houghts • • • and purifying t he:n wi th t rue knowledge and ideas

which ';,i ll cr eate a capacity to disti nguish between good and evil,

and bet ween t he beneficial and harmf'ul ll . The t r a ining of s ouls consist s

of "eccuet.cedng t hem to nobl e qualit ies and ca pacitie s ••• No knowledge

1. tAbduh applied t hi s i dea t o himself. wh en pas t f orty year-a of
age , he l earr.t Fr ench (tmich he had not had ti~e t o acqui r e 1n Paris ) ,
f or t wo rea sons . Bei ng t hen a j udge of t he National Courts , ","her e mos t
of th e l aws de~t wit h were based o~ t he Fronch Code , he found it ne ce s a
ar ./ t o know Fr ench 50 t hnt hfe under standing of the laws in t hitir origins
might be not lees fi~iLr gr~unded t han t hat of his collc~gues . H~ was
a lso ea gor /,a f ter rending Ar abi c tramdati~ns of 'Wor ks by Europea n
scholars , t o a cquai nt himself with t he ongina-ls . Later , "Abduh sever al
t dmca t.rnveHod t o Fr-ance and Switzerland. and Attended eueaer- courses a t
t he University of Geneva , and read a Lar ge n utaber- of French works on
sociol ogy, et.mce , hi::;t oI'j-, philosophy and education. Hi s knowl edge of
French became so good t~~t he t r anslated into Ar abic Hcr ber t Spencer 1s
book on "Educat i on" i'~~o;a I'l French ver sion . Darine his fiml i llne s s , he
dictated i n French a paper which De Gucr vil l e published in 1~)5, i n his
wor k "La 1!ouvcl l e Eg:.rpt e " , under t he t i t l o "lln Test~nt Polit i que du
Feu Grand Muf t i " . See : ' Abduh1a aut obiography, Riq.a, ~. m ., I , pp . 104
05; Mams , or,. ill. , p , 95; ' Uthrrlan Amin, .2£. c~t . , pp. 10'1-09. The
"Te!3'tament Politiquo ll i s r eproduced by OS~;Jan Am n, 0p. ill. , [French) ,

pp. 247-51.
2. "Educat i on in Goverl1lnent s cbccda" , ??ove::tbcr 29, 1S00, Riqa, $2.

cit . , 11, pp . 80-83.
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be at tai ned russs ~h,l\118 a re cha ract er i zed by t hes e fine qualit i es,

greatest ot which Le love of per fection • • • The c orner-stone ot

t his is • •. religious i nct!"'lc t i on , . i ell pa ves t ile o,my t o t he hiGhes t

teOral virt'.1es . n °Ab1llh suot es i n support of t hi s principle t he Tradit ion

of t he Prophet , " I M V" been Bent i n order to r ealizlJ t lle moral pe r -rec t don

[ of manki nd ] " and mentdcne t hnt "it has been adopt ed bY .:l.11 civilized

countries . @ucat i on i n European count r i es begins with relif:iou:: i nst ruct

i on , whi ch c ontinues t o be part at t he curr i c ul a fo r 8ev'~ral }'ear s . "

In another ar ticle , l tAbduh t urns hi o a t tent ion to t he Arabi c

books circulatiI".g in Egypt i n hi s d<i7, a nd cal.b for a pw"t;e of becks

on Msic , alchCQ;,\" end ast rol ogy. Such bo.Jks arc no le~8 harnful t han

t hose whic h Arc pro~c rlbod by t he GoYern: ~ t a s heret i c , L~or~ or

seditiO~t8 . "Nay, t lJ.e se books are like ccntegt c uo disea ses . • • They

a rc of the mo~ t importa nt f acto rs hind ~ring the pru/..,re8lJ of t he count ry. n

In l ucid words, f ree f r a::n eny ki nd of prejudi ce or f nn<-.t1ci8lll,

' Abduh desc ribes hev t he belie fs of children are a rtocte<1 by what they

l earn i n school s condaet.ed b7 peo,l . o f fa i ths or r<, Ugious bodies

other t han their Olm .
2

Peopl e generally, he says , hold t heir belief t o

be sac re I and cnthu3ia stically defend it; and t..':e divcr s ity or

r "ligions further encour-ages e70Jry believer t o r ej ect other belief s

and to propaga t e hi s own. The m{")nt eucce eerut, neane of r eligiou5

1. "Books of Knowledge an d Ot he os", Jof.ny 11, 1381 , ,145 , 0;:: . cit ., rr ,
pp. 153-57.

2.
n,

"F.!tect of }dllC",t1on on BeU ors " , Augus t 9, 1881 , Ri4:A., .2l2.. ill· ,
pp. 164-68 .
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propaganda b t he cstabllshn!cnt ot echccj .e , "For in childhood, i ntell

ect.e arc pliant and minds arc prepared fo r the reception or i deas con-
Yeyed to t hca.. They are extreae17 sensU! ve to external. i nnuencea • • •
particularly t hose which come f rom t .oech cr-e or t uturs • • • There-

fore, i n a ec"i1oo1 run by ais sionarie s , t he beliefs of th e children

are bound to be innuenccd, and this influence grows s t N ngers ld t h

the pass&ge ot tir..e tond with kind t reat ment • • • But for all this,

the missionar;r is not t o blanc , s i nce his motIve 10 either to sock

security t or his r eUgion by sproading it wider , or to save tellov--

be1.nl;s a ccording to hiG bolle t , whi ch he consider s t o be certainly true ."

' Abduh applies this a r gwaont no t only t.c Christ L ,o - - Catholic or Pro test-

ant - - och0010, but also to Ialamic acho01.. "Anyone, therefo re , whet her
Hus l1l:i or Chri st i an or Jewish , who wants t o maintain his fait h, should

not se nd his children t o a ai lUJionary 6ch001 run by people who have a

di fferent belie f fram his own."
Educat ional reform and reform through education continued to be•

one of ' Abduh l s deepest interests till hi s last days . In fnet , lithe

r:l&IUler in wtdch he , in his later public life , turned gyery posit ion of

influence whi ch he eYer hol d into the channel for t he di55e,~~tion of

his ideas and t he educati on or the p.1blic , ences hoW' deep-seated ldthin

him W".J. S t he i nclination to i nstruct and educate" . 1

In BayrUt a fte r separat inr. froM al- AfghinI , ' Abduh reforacd t he

curriculUlll. of nl- Madr a sah al-S1l1~ynh I:md wrote bo detailed r eports ,

one to t he"Shaykh al-lslissll in !stmbul on the retom of religious edu

cati on, And the other to the Governor of Bayrlit on lIRefom in Syria ll
frOr.t

1. Adar.l.s , 22. ill., p. 44.
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the educa tional standpoint. l

On h13 r eturn t o Egypt , ' Abduh hoped t o r egain his te.:l.chi ng

post at Dar al- ·UIGm. This was one of t he r easons for whi ch he wrote

his report on education to Si r Evelyn Bar ing (later Lord Crocer ) . 2

But , fe..1.r1ng that he might t ake part in polit i cs and influenc e his stu

dents, t he Govern'1l.ent did not ap··, rove his request and instead a ppointed

hitl a judge i n t he National Court" , ReceivinG t he news of hi s appoi nt

ment he sai d , "I was not created to be a rvthing but t eachertl.3

The judicial posts which ' Abduh hel d in t he Nat ional Courts and

the Court of Appeal , and his appointment ee Gr and Muf ti of Egypt , never

made him t orget his interest in education. For a reform of 1:11am, he

believed t ha t the mos t ne eded firs t step ....a e a reform of th<l educetdcnaj,

Sy8tem. of a l -Azhar J t he chief seat of Islnrnie learning in t he "" rld ; and

on this t ask he ccncenur-ated his ener gy. He succeeded in securing from

Khedive ' Abbli:s II4 t he issue of a decree atich provided for the direct ion

of t he affair!) of al- Azhar by an Administrative Council , conci:.ting of

l eading shaykhs , two of whom wer e to be appointed by the Government .

This Council vae cstabUehcd on Jarmary 15, 1895, and ' Abduh and hio fri end

' Abd aJ.-Ka rim saWn were a ppointed the Government. representatives . Through

1.
in Vel.

Ri4a, .2B.• .s.!i., I,
rr , pp. 505-32.

pp. 391-92. See full text of t he t wo reports

2 . Vide supra p, 54 .

J . tUth.'!1fu1 Amin, .2£. ill. , p, ust,

4. 'Abbas WHO born i n 1874 and succeeded his father, TawfIq, after the
latter I a death in 1892. \'ihen the first h"orld \</ar broke out,. he was in Tur
key. The British , a f t er declaring their pr ot ect orat e over Egypt , deposed
him i n December 1914. He died in Europe in 1944•

•
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it and 1n other lI."ays , ' Abduh endeavoured t ._ .

o ......Iprove th e met hods of an-

struction a t a l - Azhar and ldden its curricu l UJll t o i ncl ude some of t he
1

modern ecdence e , He also himself t ook purt i n t enching at al -Azhar,

and hi s l ec t ures were <l t t ended by many celebrated pr of es sor s , writer s and

journalis t s, including th e Brit i sh orientalists Wilf r i d Scawen Bl unt and
2Edwrd Granville Browne ,

In 1892 , ' Abduh took a leadi ng par t in t he foundation of t he

"Muslim Benevol ent Soci ety" , vbcse pr i ncipal purpose was to found. free

schools for poor children. His membershi p and I nter- chairmanship of t hie

Societ y Gave him an opportunity to put into eff ect t he i deas on education

which he had expres sed 1n "al- I'laqlPi '" a Under hi s leader shi p, t he Soci ety

mde it their aim to impart to the children in t heir school s sufficient

t raining and education t o enable t hem t o be good citizens, fulfilling t he

sound. pr ec ept s of their r eligion and imbued with the best elements of

t heir culture. Parti cula r empha sis WB. tl placed on the need tor t hem to

grow up with a love for t heir work and a desire t o per f ect i t . 3

In t he "Testament Politique tl which he dict at ed during his tinal

illness , ' Abduh suggested t ha t public education ehcu'ld be rree ,4 and

crit i ci zed t he rich who, in spite of t hei r wealth, do not contribute t o

promote education. He al so rei t erated t he id~a, which he had already

expressed in "al- r1'nqlP i · n, t hat it i s bet ter t o buil d school s than t o build

1. So strong wall the opposit ion of the r eactionary forces at al - Azhar
to ' Abduh' s modern ideas t hat he and Sa.J.m5n r esiened i n lI.a r ch 1905 without
having ec ccaofL ehed many of his reforms. Atter ' Abduh l s death , however ,
many of his ideas wore gradually ~t i nto effect , especially during the
r ector ships ot Shaykh 1{ul]aJllllad HU::l't:nfa nl - MaraghI . See : Adams , .22. ill.,
pp. '/0-78 ; rU chel and Abdcl Razik , 2£• .£.ll.. , pp. xx:xvii-JCOCVii.i .

2. ' Ut hman ·AmI.n, .2J?. ill. , pp. 122-25.

J. I bid., pp . 119-20; Riqa, 22. ill., I, pp . 726-29.

4.
1950.

Prin~ry education i n EGYPt became f r ee in 1942, and Secondary i n
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moaquee without worshi ppers . l

It would not be f ai r t o •Abduh t o l eave t hb subject without

mention of hi s part , \00111ch is usually forgotten, in the cr eation of the

first Egypt i an Uni versity. He was t ho first t o conceive t his i dea , which

he put fo rward i n t he same "Testament Pollt ique" . 2 He went beyond t he

conc epti on t o tho a ctual t a sk ; he per suaded hi e lfedthy fri end AQmad. al

ManshB:w! Pasha t o make an endowrnoot of n pl ot of l and near Cairo liB a

si te f or the Unive rsity buil di ng . But al- Manshli\d l f\ death broueht t he

plan t o a st andst i ll. 3 Three years a f t er "Abduh' s death , the Egypt i an

Nat i onal University 4 was established in 1908, through t he e f forts of a

privat e group consisting most ly of his follower s , such as Sa, "d Zaghl iU,

Qiisim Am!n and A~d Lu'!ifr al _Sayyid . 5

Religion.

' Abduh' s conception of religious reform was based on tl~ mai n

principles: t he puri f i cat ion of I sl am f rom corru.pting infiuences and prac

tices, and t he liberat i on of I slamic t hought f rom t he chains of uncr i t i cal

ac ceptance of t r aditional. aut horit i os (taqU d) . Th es e principl es had been

concei ved and pr eached by I bn TaymIyah of Danascus (661-728 A. H. : 1263-

1. Vid~ supr a pp . 45-46.

2. Oeman Amin , 2l?;. ill., pp . 248-49

3. Riqa, ,22. ill., I , pp . 946-4'1 .

4. It was brnnef'ormed i nto t he "Egyptian Universir ll and tak~n ever- by
t he Government i n 1925. I n 1937 it was named af t er Fu fld I , . and an 1~52 wae
r enaned "Cairo Univer sity" . There are now t wo other uruvez-ertdee in ....gypt ,
Alexandr i a Univer Di ty (est. 1942) and llel1opolis ~~iversity ( est . 1951),
and a f ourth i s i n proc es s of estnblishm.ent at Asl.u~ .
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1328 ) and by his f ollower ot t our cent ur-Ie e later" Mul)auno.d l bn "Abd

al-Wahha:> ot tla j d (lllS- 12)l A.H. : 1703-1787 ); but t.';eir i ntent bad

been narrowly puritan and tundamcnt&l1at . "Abduh gan t.o these same

two pr inci ples lL rattoMU stic and modern1at ic trend, re5U1t ing f rom the

influence of ~estern science and id~ao on his t hought; and he made t hem

the pillar s of hi s echeee t or reviving blb . Si nc e , i n hfe opi nion,

Islam 1s e S3ent iall.,y a rational r eligi on, t here can be no conflict be tween

it a nd s c ience , whi ch is a lso based 1on reason j and Islam can t heretore

be adapted to the d~s ot ::aodern lite .

The first out lines of t his rationalistic And DOdemist.i c at t i t ude

tOYoll"da I8l.am, which "Abduh !au r de t imd in det ail in his Coamenta17 on

the Qur ' lin a nd rulinr,s a s Grand Mutti , e re sket ched in 80l:1e of his arti cl e s

i n wal_waql 'i "n•

ot the

After ns sertlnb t he necessity ot independent i nvestigation (ijtihid)

2Dirlne Law (ShnrI ' ah ), ' Abduh di.cusaes in one ot his a rti cles

the penab aibllity at pol,yga:cy in I slm. He interprets , t roo a hitherto

unprecedented critical standpoint, t he ~ur 'inie 'Yerael "Marry at tlle lI'Omeft

who se_ good to you, t wo or three or tourj and if ye t ear t.hat ye cannot

deal equit ably a nd j ust1;y with all, ye ahnll marry onlr one . n3 Gi ving

exa::l.ples t ran t he Prophet ' IS life and t he principl es laid dawn by t he authori

t a tive early Doctor~ ot Law, ' Abduh demonstrates thnt r eal "justice" in

1. er, )~8IIJ'i1ad ' Abduh , Risalat al- Taw!)I d , Cairo, 1361 A.H. i~1942) , 1
pp . 15, Zl, Tl, 195: Gi bb, .2.12: ' eit. , pp . 33, 43-44j Adac1s , 2£. L·, pp. ,
US, 134.

2.
H . pp.

"The Shar t 'ah 's View on Po17gaJ:lJ'"" , Knrch 8, 1881, Ri4l,
11.>-18.

eit..,-
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all res pect s cannot OOl"lMll,y be realized among r wsercue wives. He t hen

turns to his cen day a nd find s clear erldcnee t rOf!l. actual Muslim. social

lit., especiall;r in Egypt , of t he I'Iisuso ot the right ot po1J'gam;y allowed

to Ilel'l, and of its danger t o the f amil,y and social institutions . He

concludes tha t. polyf;UJ", althOugh pcn:rl.t ted by blam, is a concession t o

inerlt able social aper f ect i ons , ginn with the great est reluctance l nas::R1ch

as it is a c companied by t he s t ipulation t hat a m.1.n may nnrt'y more than

one wite only when he is abl e t o give each wi f e all her rights with

impartiality and j ust i ce . Since such ability is shown by t he l..'Ur ' lini c

qualification t o be almos t non-existent , and has been pr-cvod i n pr act i ce

t o be so , the roal moaning of t he Sharr 'ab is i n Cavour ot rnoMg8tll;f aD

the ideal s t.ate ot mar r iage .

This a t titude towards polyg3Jll;}" _,. pcmaps have been pEl.rl.17 det erm

ined by ' ''bdullt s b&lIories of his child.'lood enviromBent. He grew up in a

P01J'g:u¥ms household a.>ng children of llIe?",ratc IIOthers , his fa ther haYing

had t wo n ycs with children by each ; and the d.tect3 of such a {noily lire

1
mad. a deep impression on~

The same standpoi nt r egarding polygamy was lat er adopted by a.

TJUJIlber of ot her Musll.ra. refor.nerB, such a s t he I ndian Sayyid Amir ' All i n

2
his book "The Spi r i t o f I o.lam",

' Abduh' a 3yr.1pn.thetic Ideas on t he s i t uat ion oC !1uslL-n women were

clarified and elaborated i n his COO'r.ICntary on the (.,:ur ' an . Ho , and the

' Abd al-Razl q, "Athar al- Mar ' ab fi ~ap:t al~5haJ'kh
~~umadC:i.~~:~r:rt. i n t.he renew "Al-Sh3bXb" , Cairo , February 17 , 1936.

95 97 The 1i:lltation of polygaJaj was also
2. Cf . Gi bb, ~. ill.,: · - during the winter oC 1953-54, as the
Jm1ch di SCUS 5 ed in the .!!:gypt ..~~::s: organisntiong " and tho aatter i s under
r e sult of a campaign by t he ~~llS ,

e tudr i n t he compet ent judicial circle s in Egypt .
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sc~o~ of "al-Man:r't following him, calloJ. tor the educat ion and

t rai ning of girh , nod f or I"I.aI'\Y r e forms artectlne the soc i al conditions

of Muslim wcaen , ti l t 18 e 3sent i al ," t iley a e eerted, "that these con

diti ons shaul.d be ccr-rect.ed, if necessary by appropriat e chdr\6e l) in the

canon lall of h1aq ( SharI 'ah] , certainl,y by 1.a.proved opport.mitl e a for

educat.Icn, t h4t the voaen may be raised t o) !.ha Itl~l orit;inall,y contem

plat ed in t he r eligion 01' l a1OJ:l." . 1 fAbduh lUl.1ntains 1n his ",'ur ' lin

Cocu entary, t ha t in no lO"Ll does IsIN:l. obow its fitnesa to be ccnai.der-ed

a modem wor ld r eligion !::¥)Nt than i n the high posi t.1. on o f honour whi ch it
2

a ccords to wcean, lie interr-rete the TerSG "And t hey (lfOIlen] have riGtts

similar t o t hose [of men] over thorn 1n kindness, and men are a degree
3

abcee them" , a s moani na t wo thiJl{:e : the equality in rights and dutien

ot men d lC:Imen, e nd Uu, obligation ot men by virtue of their ml;>erior

"degree" to educat,e and train lroDen. 4 Thus , on the basis of rellgion ,

· Abduh was the pion~er in Ep;ypt , an d in t he lotlol e Huslinl. \.'Or ld , of the

movement for the e:nancipat1on of vcoen , One ot fAbduh ' s fo llowers , l.Jis1m

Arriin .
5

eadc this fi eld par ticu.l.n. r l;y hi a own ; a nd hh writingo. the first.

O~ . cit. , pp. 230-7.)1.- -
2. Ihid. , p. 2)0 .

3. qur ' an . 2: zzs,

4 . •Abd al-Raziq . ~. ill..

5. ~a:sL"1 ADlin (1865-1908) wu a f riend a nd follCowrter Of
r

.f Abd~. ~~
studied law in Pr ance and becane Counsellor in t.he cu 0 ppem ••
1900. he publlshed hb firot. book "T.:liJri r al-~.r 'ah" (The ~cipatl.on or
iioman) which wae foll.o',md in 1903 by "al- liar ' ah nl - Jndidnh (Tb!! New
Woman ) : a defence of his earlier wor k ar,a i not. t he at tacks of ita critics .
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whi ch t;t ronr.ly nr:)\1~ed Egypt iAn and Muell."1 public opi nion on the sub-

j pc t , becuae t he t ext-books of t '"le feainbt a.wakcninG i n Egypt , tile

,greAter or wnos e gOAl s >&.Ye now been 'WOn .

Senral or •...bduh ! tI articlelJ i n "al-"aq5.'i0" deal nth t h. need

tor purging Husllr.l. r eil OU3 lire or heretical and 'rlch us innovations

(blda °) whi ch haY'a pe~ted it. In Ol'll! or t hese: articles , l ' Abduh

a entdcn e t he prohib1tion by the F.gyrt ian I\ut horities of beating drums

1n mo sques dllrL.,g "m.wlid3" ( foa tivals on the bi!"thdays o~ 9aint.o) , a

euet.om 'Which was pract ioed by 3 0l:10 of t he ~u!'I (mystic) orders . lie ur ges

t he Govermcnt t o go further and abol1:Jh all other innovations and dis-

t ortions whi ch Are cont rarJ to t h. princi pl es or IsL:m , aOO which gi ve

ri se t o ~l\V i1z1or al nod i rregular prectdcee ,

2
I n t wo other a rticles" ' Abduh turns his critici3D. to a. s trange

custo:a call ed the "davsah" ( tre.1.ding) , which '40 pract ised by t he follaw'ers

ot a certain ~t1n: order . This vas for :sen to lie dowr. on the ground in

a line w ile a shaykh rode on a bcree over fu eir backe , It orlg.1nat ed

i n a l ec:e nd t hat Shaykh r wru5J during whose IIawlld this custoa vas prac

t.L eed, had one dr.y pcr f omed a .:Ilirac1e by raak.J.ng the nce ce on Whi ch he

rode trea d ever- ecae r 1"'I.5$ '1e35e13 wi th\}ut damhrJ.nc tnea , On er on.nds of

bo t h rc1.igion nnd r ea son, ' Abduh denounces t his dnnomt.Lon, The Ct'ur ' an

honours h~~~n hei n65 , in t he WO~15 ~Verily We have honour~d UIO dcacend

a nt s of Adarn" ,3 t her ef o r e man should not be hu..'1illated in such Do way.

1 . rtAbolition of Innov 1.t i ons by" the Ministry of Wa-.f s" J Hovo::lbcr '/ J
1800J Ri qaJ .2,2. ill·, IlJ pp. 13J-36.

2. "Trondingrt J February 15 J April 3, 1681 J RiqtiJ 0':). £ll.J rr , pp.

136-142.
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Moreover , the hor ne ' s hooves 1n all probabi lit y seriously injure the

men who:!!e bncke er-e trodden on. Even it t~e original r.draele wer-e t nae ,

t his would not justify t he substitut ion ot men tor glass vcssels, and

t he re-enact,,'llent ot the event as a custom. 3ince there is nothing i n

the ....ur '&\ or t he Traditions of the Prophet whi ch would justify such an

innovation, and since exposing one 's self t o unnecessary dangers 18

illicit, t he "dawsah ll and s1Jl.il ar practice:s must be stopped . Husl1ms

should be rescued trou the false guidance of impostors , who Un on

t he c redulity ot si.m;lle mooed people a.D1 YiciousIJ distort t he t rue

I slaa.

As IDOs t rallg1ou8 innontions are out growth. ot the cult of

aaints , · Abduh lat er discassc15 this subject at length ~ hi3 theological

t reatise ";4.aD.at nJ.-Tawl)I d" . "All Muslims, orthodox or otherwise,. he

states, "are agreed t hat no one is required to bailey. 1n t he ceeur-eence

ot any s peclt1ed airaclo at the hnnds ot a ny cpec1tled saint si nce the

appearance of Islam. Any Muslim, then, according to the cOUlnOn consensus

(ij m·), can deny t he occurr ence of any miraclo of any saint , without

1
doine violonce t o any fundrun~ta.l doct.r i ne of Islam. "

' Abduh contirnted his effort:!! to puri ty IalMl from innonti ons

till the end of his life . In his l ecture s at a l -Azhar commenting on t he

Qur ' a n , he made t ho i nt erpretat ion of evcr'.{ ver-ae on the subj ect of poly

t heism an occasion t or r eitcratine hi s at tack aGai nst the cult of saints

and its resultant evil s . He supported !Ii o a rcumont by poi nting out the

psychologica l a nd moral e tfect s er euch innovati ons 1n abasing people '15

1 . "R1~lnt al- TawbI d" , p , 238 .
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spirit and mldng thm disregArd. the na t ural lav of caus e and etteet . 1

This at t i t ude , whi ch was t he nr. i n part. ot 'Abd:Jh' s bro::l.d view

ot Ule purifiCAt i on ot Isl..nn, fo rtunat ely won ready end widespread

a ppron.l , including that ot the orthodox ' 111a mA1. 2

Social ~uestions .

/

' Abduh shows in "I!. l - iiaqa 'i · n a deep intere:-t in social 4'\18 I1t 10ns .

He criticizes the defects of Fmt ian soc ial lite , and calls for pr act i cal

reforms i n a rguments 'fIIhich a r t! orten t inged by hb views on other subject s ,

such as religion and ~ucation .

The earUelllt important a rti cle whi ch •}bduh wrote

is devoted to a social quest ion. 4 On the occasion of the

Jin "al - Waqi '1 ' If

est&bllahment

or a beneyolent soCl@'l y in Cairo aM. oC another in Alexandria, he em;:ba-

sizes the grea t vl\lue of !lUch instil ltion:l. "It is ve ry pleasing and lIlO lI t

promi s i ng and hopeful," h. vrit.es , If ••• to see our Cotlpatriots I nterested.

i n philanthropic work • • • &00 zealou!!l in co-operating tor t he sake of

Eg)rpt I 5 progress • • • On13 of the IlKls t e ffective ~ns of retoI'lll and

progre:J8 i s t he estAblitilment of beneYOlent soci et i e s • • • which Ma

enabled the civilized peoplos t o realize vllrio1l5 acm evesc nt,e, n He

t hnnks the Govenrncnt for having settled An aMrJ11&l S11bsidy for t he t wo

societies , a nd t he Khedive for having a /:reoo t hat t hey should be under

1. er,~ Amrn, .2:2. cit., pp. 2'3-24.

2. et, Gibb, 22. ill. , pp. JJ-J4.

J . After hi s announccmPT't of his p1Jln~ for t.h e pepee , Vi de sunra

pp . 4D-U .

4 . .Our Govern;nent and Benewlent Soc i etie s · , OCt ober 19, 1S8O, Riql ,
22. £!l., 11, pp. 49-52.
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t he pat ronage of t he Crown Prince.

' Abduh' s Int erc lSt i n sociAl ....elfare work was lAt er i ncreased

by hill nails t o European count ries , where JIllch greater importance vas

a t tached. t han in Egypt. at that t ime to chari table i nstitu tions and. to

co-operati on in r r act l cal benevolence. -Here, he came to belleve , was

one of t .he directions I n which Kuallm peopl e s might cormtendably tollow

t he lea d of Christian nations . While t he r eUeion ol I s l.aro. en j cmc

pr i vat e giving o f alms and inculcates concern t or t he poor , or ganized

am. co-operate e f fo r t on behalf of the needy nM unfortunat e ha s never

nourished to any grant extent in the Musl1m count ries."1 In order

to impLmt 8. spi r i t of unity in t he people and to bring ab out thei r

co-operation in sociAl s ervice, ' .\bduh l ed t he f Or:lWl.t i on in 1892 or

t he "Muslim Benevol ent Societ y" whi ch has a lready been mentioned.
2

He d1d his ut.!aos t to eecure f or t his Society the support and as si stAnce

of vea.l.t h7 a.rd innuential persons , and to organize and direct. ita

a ct l Titiea on nae lines . He was clect8d chair-.aan in 1900 and hel d

t he pos i t i on until his death, d1.ll"1ng 'oihi c h t ime he brought about. a

remarkable increase in t.he incooe and property of t he Society, and in

3
the nwa~er of its school s and student s .

In a l ong nrti cl e 4 which appenred in t wo issue s of "al_~aqfi 'i t " ,

' Abduh a t tacks the spirit o f selfish individuali~ prevailing among t he

2. Vide su~ra p . 87.
i 1 72h· t he eulogy addres sed b7 Ijavan

3. cr. Ricai., £E. c t;: ' Pr tho 'Societ 7 ' a fter ' Abduh ' s decease ,
' X Pasha, t he Yice-cha i~\~l pp. 237- 44. This Societ y is s t ill
reproduced b"j Rical, 22 ' £'-" . ' f its kind in F.£ypt .
t !le be:lt-endowed and lftO rrt. act J.TC 0

t he Country?" , March 28 and 31, 1881,
4. ".,bat i s Real rOTort,.. in

pp. 1.43-50.
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E£ypt ians, and at t r i butes to i t t he lack of n n w l ' tu-v T La ~pe S on t heir

part l or the ilrogr oas of t heir countr y . This wa s t he first plea by"

&IV -.odem egypt lan for h<l.~ny between tr,C' var i ous claases u[ soc i et y ,

a nd t or the essent ials of soci Justice . Another novel I dee exprea sed

in t h e a rticle 1a t hat people should not expect the GoYenAent to

t.3ke charge or all thei r a ffairs , but that t hoT LlUst undertake thei r

cen s hare t hease!Yc8 . Peo ple gener ll11J', ' Abduh writes, han not had

arl7 tral~ which might make t hem f eol t ile same f eolings about the

a dvantages and di s advo.nt ages of t he colllllWl1t)' 8S t hey f eel abou t their

own. The IJovc rnr-'lent have done their best on behal f of the peopl e ,

but t h13 is not enough . The rich, who live in opulence end f olicity

and spend much JIOnoy on futile l uxuries, are not aW'lre t hat Ule IiWre

their c ountry pr ogresses , the greAt er will be t heir 0'1«1 profit , and

cOf1TerselJ . They do not recognize bow t he wor ld has changed and how

the o1d-!a~h1onod. _y o f life m.s giTen place t o a new one . Thes.

peopl e I!lUs t know t heir r ea.l r esponsibility tor the pros perity ot their

nation . Kan,y ot thC/!, f or example , wish to see educat i on spnw.d1ng

all over t he country, but they never put thei r wish into nct ion . The

only pr oper pnth o r progr -eaa for A nation t o follow Le that of cc-cperat

ion between it. various classes tor t ho oake of t he c~~ity a s a

on1.y" t o gi'l"C su!!i cient

use ful etforts ; not to be burdened 'odth

artisans in E'",roj:• •

of pounds , and i s eccnt. on l~rOOlOti.n.! education,

nd 1'01151

b d he • "y . fro.- eccfetde e fo nnod byA good l o880n enn c rawn, B J . ~

The i ncome of $~C of t~cce ~unt$
f a rmers 6.00

whol e .

improving t he condiUons or t he parti c :J.1ilr t r ade

The 30veITtlen t i s intood ed

to milllonlS

ard of their pe-ople .

opporta~ti.8 for the people1s

all the affairs o f t he nation .



"Abduh I a rticle in "al - Waqa ' i' " on po1J'go.r(Y
1

in Isla:l. had

been

o. •
prec eded b,. one in -,mi c.., he discus sed the importance ot IIlIlrriacc

social institution.
2

Alter observing t hat t ho s exual in:tinct 15

t he necessary mea ns tor t he ,res~rvation ot Ule species, he continues :

"But onn 1s ~st.ingu1shed f r..n. an imals by his intellect • • • lthich

l eads him. to take unt o h a sel! a f ClIl.l.1e WhOlll he pa,s d onat e1.7 prot ect s

t roe. other men" . Hwnan life in so ci e t ies neceeart.atce t he liJait..at ion

and control of t he sexual r elatians'11p bet....een man and "'vm.'ln; end such

limitlltion and control &ivc r iso to t ho inst i tution o! the f ll:n1ly based

on J:Ur riage . Accord ingl y , all Divine Laws have laid down r egul ations

t o co ntrol marria ge as t he pi vot <Jf a prope r fa.:n1ly life , which. l ends

t o a sound social. stru'Jture . "Trius," ' /,bduh concludes, "the sexual

i nstinct i Mplanted in m.&..n1d.nd ls not M end in itself . It is a JnOa1'.IS

1d.thout lotdch mun could not realize t h e &i.:Ils of his hu.man life •• •

Sinc e cc-cperatdcn _,d wdty between hUilan beings a r e lUaOng the adnnt -

ap;e s of marriago , Divine L2.ws have not permit t ed Q<;.ll to aarry his own

sist er, aurrt, or ci.l1ghter , f or this wouJ.d na rro.... the circle ot such ad.Yant

ll.ge&." "Haroover, " he addu, "physicians consider such ma.rriages to be

uteri1e" •

' Abduh caac of pur-e Egypt.ian stoclc , of a f nnily of t he tlfall~ "

or pea sant elasoJ end he WtlS brought up i n k village of t he Dolta after

t h e manner of lite ccescn t o the majority of :gypt i an villages. He made

his car-eer- by hio own efforts , nn:l hi s succus was due to his ql1illificat 

i onG, not to his connections. This expla i ns hin aJ~pathetic ~erstanding

1.

2.

Vide suprn pp. 89-90.

"The Nec es si t y of Marriage for Mankind" , March 7 , 1881 , RieJa , 22.

cit . , 11, pp. l O9-U.
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co.eson people and hitl epprec.tatdcn of scH -mde men.of t he
Having been

dee ply iDlpr e:ssed. by a biographJ" of t he Pr~8ident of Lhe United State s ,

General Gar fie l d , 'ot.". i c:-t he had read i n "al~~;ta\a£lI ,1
+Abduh wrot.e in

"Ill._Waq.!t ' 1· n an article eni;.itlou "At t nirnent of rmnencc by Vi rtucu . 2

In t his he pr ai se s highly t he democratic life of the Unit ed Stat es , whi eh

enabl e s seH-fDUde individuals t o hol d the highest poeitions t hrough their

own otfarts and. on t he s t r ength oC their own qualit ies . "Thi. bi oe;r aphy, "

he says, Ills a testimorv to Garfi eld I5 abundant knoJfl ed8e and experience,

a nd t o hi s acco:D.pll&h~t of :w.1'l,Y deeds i n t he aerne. of his countr,r .

It is afeo a t esti:nony t o the hi Gh degr -ee of ciYillzution reached by

Arn.er i Cll. , where a Oll.n ls r.lIJ r its a r e r eecgrdsed, and no handi cap , such as

his hwIDle s tock or poverty, can hindcr h1:l f r aa attaining ..mat he i •

tit for . • • • Hon-essential qualities whi ch have nothing to do with

the subst ance o f Iden a r e not bakcn into cons i der ation • • • nor a re t hey'

reckoned as merit.s t or t ill!! prv'lOtion of men to t he IIOs t honoured ranks . n

It Le in such . s ociety that i ndhidtJals find an urge to ...c~'U1re t hese

roal vir t ue5 which wi ll brine pcr ll(mnl. happi neu t hro ugh 'WOr k for t he

quence,

(;CY.I'i o f t he eo llunity. fAbduh concludes by cO:'l.pa.ring such Il democratic

,oci et)" with othcr:J where noble origin, s ervile nat t eI7 or eere chance

a r e t he u3UAl quali tic ~tion3 fo r at tai nir g emin~nce and where , in conse

t he e ceecn peo?l o live i n dflgrada tion , wit h neither impet us nor

s cope f or 3elf- Qade careers .

1 A liter ary and sci l'mtiIic mont.hly review, es t ablished by Ya fqiIb
q;; rriIf and Farb Nimr in Bay riit i n 1.876. Unabl e t o suppor t the sever-e
'i' _...~ ~arriI f and IU./U" migrat ed with t heir r enew i n 1884 to
ottomn c8!lsor~u.....p , 'i' 1 .. "&1 Mu . ......." Sea 'I' rra .
Cairo, ~ere they p.ll:llisll ed a lso t he dai....,. - q8. n - " · , a Zl.,

22. ~., 11, pp. 52- 51 , 125 .

2 . Oct obe r 1, 1881, Riqri• .2£. ill., II I pp . 172- 75 . Vi de sunra p , 51.



99
Moral PrcbLeun ,

"Abduh ' 6 eb rl;r lit e in his Yillage, and his long sojQUl'tU in

Ca iro, b rought hi.'l\ into contact with t he custoa.s of bot h villt..gern and

t OWrls t olka HLs pr act i C;l ! et.udy of EfJ'Pt ian :>oc1a1 life and pr -ec t .ee

obs6rnUon8 or ih 'lr.u dp fects filled UlS with 8 J)llssi OTli.te dellire t o

U?l1tt his COCD.t'l1triots b,7 retornirob thei. c:us t OR:> , iJeas and behaviour .

He believed. that such r orcrae must be re~lized pr L'lUr l l.y by t he spread

ing Cl! education a nd the revhal and pur ifica.tion of religious f nith ,

but also wrote a. n..wer of a r tic l es dealing spec1tlcally with SCXIe ot

the IDOra l problems of his d <>y.

In a series of three articlea in "al_A;l<.qll: ' i oll , l

"Abduh crit i cize s t he prodigality &nd folly of t.he fapt itl. n peasants,
2

which lend t helfl. i nt o povflrty . He tir:st reYlewa t h. f i nanci al B1tUA.t ion

of t he pea.sant s during Iam.!"i l 's t ime , when thc7 "..ere burdened wit h un-

tal::- and irregular t.a.xu . To be able to pay such t axe s punct ua l ly, they

had to bo~row from the Banks , or t ram uaurers at a~ces6ive rat e s of

interest. h'hen thi s rrl.ghtmar-e 'Jilt:! got r id of by the regularization of

the taxes and t he r«luction of t heir burden, the peasant s ndght have been

expected t o keep away f roru ctJrtga&es and loons , to khi ch they had f or:ae r1.7

been obliged t o r e ecre , On t ho contrary, "thay haee opened be for e t hem-

selves anot her doer- of poverty throu£)l lohich t he,r enter wi..llingly. name1Jr

t hat ot extravagance in luxurio',Js and lSupernuoulS thi ngs " . To sat isfy

such dOillands a nd to mai ntn1n false apped F..ancea , t he,/" were impoverishing

1.
R1<jI,

All are entitled "Tendency to Poverty or foolishness or Peasants " ,
zn- ill· , rr, pp. 56 II~.

2. November 25 , 1880, i bid. , pp. 56-59 .
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t hO!:Welvi!e by a gain put t.i ng thei r t: rt>:OOl"ties at t he lIlercy of t he

B lniCS and usurer s.

The t hl'"l'\e of 1t he s econd a rticle 18 [ruga-U t,. as a virtue Il1id-

way between t he t wo vi c es o f extr avagance and ~r-' ""'rw,
Y' - ............ . ..... Such f rugality

is enjoi ned by t .tic r...ur ' lin and t he Tradit ions of the Prophet , 8S 'W~ll as

by t he p r -esent, s ituat ion of t he Egypt ian pC3.sant ry . ' Ahduh quct c e

and int.er prets t he l"ur l :i:nic ver ae, "And l et not t tt" hand be chainoo t o

thy ne ck nor open it with a ca::tplet e opening, l est t hou :.I t dcen rebuked,
2

denuded,· and the Tradit i on , "Frugalit y i s one hC'.1f of liycllhooU" .

He then gives exa!llpl es f rw. t he actual lite of Egypt ian peasants to ShOlf

t hat, thOUf;h t heir f i nanc i nl s i tu.o. t i on has bcccee meh 1llOl"e prcepe roua ,

s ome of them, who a rc a va r icious , hoard money without using or inv8t\ting

it, whi le others , who a r e prodi gal , waot e thei r oub~tanc es foolishly,

' Abduh d eplores aber rat i on ont o e ither of these t wo roads to poverty .

J
The t hi rd a rticle of t he series de 'u s nth another character i s t i c

o f t he Egy'pt i an pea sant s , which ef. ec l ea i s t o thei r povert,.. lkl",,.t being

a dry count17, whose agricul t ure depends entireq on irrigation by t he

Nile water , co-o;>er at i Ye efforts by the peasants ar-e necessary f or t he

sake o f t heir cOl1DOn bene f it . Small i rrigation cha nnels need. to be dredged

and t heir ~~nks t o be consolidat ed, so that ev )ry f ield ~y easily Hnd

regularly r eceive i t s requircm~nt of wnter . Althou,~ t he peasant s have

boe n delivered from the corv~e , t hey a r e too lazy and solfigh t o devo t e

a part '.)f t heir effort to the cOOl3On benefit of t he ",'hole Yillat c . In

stead of being forced by t he Gov8l'l"'1:JlCnt to unde rtake such eceocn wari:: s ,

peaeerrte ancukd be aware of the advantaee of co-cper -at .Icn and t he disadvan-

1. December 18, 1880, i bid. , pp . 59-63.

2. ,"ur ' iin, 17 1 29. 3. Janunry 29, 1881, R!(j1t , .2,E. ill. , II , pp.6)-S
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es ot negligence a.nd selfishness , wt-~eb l ead to ;:overty .

With t..'1 e 3AJIl.e pr i nci pl e 1n IIl1.nd • uh in another arlicle 1.

C;Jnd cmns those who hol.i t he ':'dell t hat t o be eiTllb ed means t.c s quander

IIOn07 on oetent.a t ion . He att acks the voaltb,y wh~ exagger at o in i:llita t.-

i ng the ""ropeAn$ ..nd cceeete with t.h~ in t.~eir C..I.stCO;s , dress , b.u.ld-

i e , t urnitare a,T)(1 ex;:ens ive l uxuries . They are ni. st.a."en it ti':ey i::Ia

Sine that chillz. tion aeans nothing more than OCt.ai ning all sorts of

pkea e ar-e Il.nd aecuril\8 to,. means o f luxurious living . 3eing unabl e t o ray

t he cos t of such d~d8 or t o ~ntnin their a ppear ances cont inous17,

t he;r resort to \-'or roving, which r e Sl.llts in the 1 0 95 ot t heir fortunes

and ?8:res the way for f oreign l nten_ tion in t he t ional finances.

Another a.rticle i s devoted to t he subject ;)f bribel7, one of
2

the 20St Ticious pract i cp-s prevalent i n EtJ ~t . ' Abduh conde=ns those

who bribe CoY~rnment servant s in order t o conceal a.n offence or t o Gain

an advantage , even in t he nest, t rif U np, ca ee e , ,1,,11 mplo;l'ees ar e pe.id

t heir salaries t o per fonl t heir duty honestl1 ; .m j br ibe spoils them

a nd s ped.La t;overracnt a.l di9cipUne. It pe::Jplo insist. on comt..tctirtb their

a t f ...Lr-e leg.a.l1J' anj corroetl.v, t he practice of bribery will soon cease

and everyone vill obt.tin his due .

1 . "CirlUzation" , January 20, 1881 , i bid . , pp . 210-14 .

2. "Untmmrd ccneecuences of Briber r", De-cecber 13, 1880, ibid. ,
pp . 84-86. One of th~ vices 'o6.ich a3st corruytcd EgJ';tiA n ?Olit i cal ,
ado:linistrative and soci al H fe before t he J.r:q Revohtion 0: 1952 was
bribcI"Jo- , and i!'ld.i{;natdcn agains t i t VillS one of tl e nain reasons f or the
Revolution . See t he Ar:q declaration of Jul7 2) , fo nd thei r ultinatu:a to
t he ex-King FarUq en J uJ.y 26, 195.2. J r astic a eeeuree have been t aken by
the new r!g1.me t o - ..1t an end t o Uti eYil. .
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Sa!K!t days later, ' Abduh " turns to t he eeae subject , blt l ooks
1

at it f l"O'lll anot her anglo . lie roealla t.hat both tho taker and giver or

bribes are c ond!lfQlled bl t he Divine Lav and b7 a:x1ern. criminal codes aUke .

The Prophet has said t hat i llici t gains lead to Hell; ani the Ef.:ypt iAn

CriJlinal. Code i ncrir.dnatos bribed o!flcials . fA.bduh appeals t o GoYerment

sonant s t o be incorruFtible and to stop briberr . i.r.nediat el1 reporting

any such att~?t to the authorit ios , 80

God says , "A.nd t here le life tor you in

that the cri..llinals r:ay be p.utished.

2
retaliat ion" ; and t his means

t hat. punishinJ; vrongdoer s will r estrain others from cOlllUitting t he same

crime. It some offici als behave accordi ng t o t hi s princi ple, tho r est

will be disposed to follow themj and people will t hus no l onger f ind

any opportunity to pract ise bribery.

Another tar get of ' Abduh ' s crit iciu 1n an arti cl e in "al-ft&ql '1' ,,3

£0 to t he other extromo .

is a t Jj)O cceecn 1n all buaen societies , n:me17 t he self-satisfied hyp0

crit e who talk. , criticize s and suggests ISlch , but does nothing. Such

oen a t t ribute to thema8lns merit s of whi ch the)" are devoid, and criticize

other men ' s defects i nstead of first reMd;r1ng their 0\01\. So!De ot t hem.

s peak or p.lbl1c benefi ts and express ideal T1ev~ on m.t t er s such as Justice ,

equality and national r i ghts, but in pr actice contradict these views and

Words unsupported b7 deeds never decetve people;

on t he c ontrary, hypocrite s only snow up t heir own ignor ance, bad faith

4
and inferiority.

1.
IX, pp.

"I ntegrity nod i ts Re quiro::l.cnt s " , Deco:;i)er 2h , l8OO, Ri4!, .2:2,.

87- 91.

ci t.,-
2. m 'lLn, 2: 179.

) .
pp.

RJ4.uch Ado About
98-10).

Nothing" , Janua17 la, is,n, Ri 41i , .2,2- ill-, rr,

cAl.1 t he ,"u r ' anic ye r se: "0 ye who believe ! "Ry
4 . •Abduh I s words re ? It i s mos t h<'l,t etul i n the s ight of .ul.ah t ha t
aay ye t hat which ye do not
re say t hat whi ch ye do no t ." , ~ur ' ~n, 61 : 2, J.
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A~nv ' Abduh' s b. t ' " 1.. ,,5 a r- ac ea on a sub j ect of t his kind i s one

in which he criticiz~t1 the talk current 1'1 his tiDe i n EQPtian hMles and
1

public SAUlerings . Peo?lc 's converant.ions, he remarke, renect t he

i deas prev3.1U ng i n their ::s:>ciety. The talk of the Arabs in t heir early

dlly's turned round. eour-ngu, glory am manline~o ; but af ter t hey had come

t o 181ld a n eaD:! and cOlnfortable life as a re9IJ.lt of thoi r conquests, the

pivot o f t~dr tll.1k and lit~ratl..lre changed t o Icve and nlrtll.tion. The

ancient Creeks renoct eJ in t heir talk t he scicmt ltic atnos~ere of

their notion; a nd t he Sc ropeene t~:r talk about colonizing baclotard

countrie s iolhero they aigh t inves t t hoir f ortunes and apPl:r up-to- dat e

aethods a nd t echniquee. Egypt ians , on t he ot he r hand , hold j ovial gat her

ings i n whi ch t hey chat about WQ!!Ien and wine, and Mke wit ty remarks er

t aunt ono anot her ; t he more dignified of tho..-n. pllly backganrnon and make

tJl"lI.t! l1 -talk. Sometimes , pnr t i culsr ly i n th e Tillages, conversat ions are

tinged with covetousness and lJFi te . It i s deplorable t hat Egyptians do

not i n eencral talk about eertcae t o!,i c s ot science, religion or ?!bile

int e re s ts. This al one woulJ ~hov that. Egyptian 5Ocict~· has woken up to

keep pac e with t he progr ess of the advanced. nations .

The laet of ' Ahduh l s a rti cl es in "al- Wa.qa ' i'" on 0. JlIOral 8UbJect

2
i s one entitled lIMispl acement" . in which he de?1orc8 t he misuse by 8~

men of t heir geniu s and intellect . I nstead of using such talents for

useful purposes , t hey wrongfully abuse t ham t o plot or intrigue f or low

a1r.uI . Some of t he:'1 not on1J' mi:luse t Leir tal ents; t hey do away with ther.a

by addicting ther.melves to alcoholic drinks or narcotic drugs . Such

1 i d' -'ty dishonour their reiJUtation and ndss t he trainpeople cee the r "'"6' u. 1

1.
II. pp.

"Our Associations
10J- 00.

and t heir Talks" , Febraary 9 , 18$1, Riqa, OUo ci t . ,--
2. Har ch 7, 1881, i bid. , pp. 150-53.
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of pr ogres s and prosper i ty. God "Abduh

, says, endows peopl e h~th

intelli gence i n order t hat tl,ey - "y uae i t . 1 d
.."" ¥ vree y an pr oper ly, in

di sc overlng tr.e unknown and. I n tllinio:ing logicCLlly how t o attain t hat

which woul d benef i t t hem'-,e l vcs ab well RC; all hU!tlimity. It is a deviat

i on f N m the r i ght ptl. t.h t o uue Ln t.ellcctual Bifk f or evil anJ har:nful

ends .

The hi~ Ci!ltimati on of i ntEsllect.uul powee a r eveal ed in thiB

a r t icle is i n keeping <dth t he r a t i onalis t i c vtcwe "..111eh ' Abduh later

expres sed in his t.heol ogic...l works . IJe gi vc u pr eced ence to r-eae ...m over

t he literal I'.'l.Clllli n g of t llo
_ 1

::>har.l 'ahi end, mer-e than thi s , he acco rds to

ElDuwhoro he mai ntain3 t hat man can by his i nt ellect ar rive

r eason 6. principul prtrt in rel"!.bio"J.8 fait h . He 6<;.ys , fo r ins t ance , t hat

t he l('ur ' i"m ha" rat sed I"b'ClS,, 1l t o a pl <J.cc of Vc h k g he a t, ir.l.po rt.ance "1n

t hat it ha s t he final deci~ion on Lhe ques t i on of happi nes s , 8nu in the

di~tinction bet ween trut h and untruth and bet".'een harnful and usef ul

,, _ .• , 2t ' ...... ,o5 •

3at a knowledge of God .

"Abduht e pr ea chi ng of his convict ion t hat r .. t i onal thought and

I slhnic f ai th arc compHtible, a nd. hi s pi oneer work i n the intelligent

t rcatr:3ont of r al i glous, educat ional, social end moral pr'cb.Le-ra in hi s

nowspnp3r a r t i cles nnd t heological writinga, have been one of t he most

in?Or tant si ngle i nfluences conLrib,lting tosardll t he modern revival of

t ile spirituo.l, c'-l1tural unci ,Jocial lif e of the Egypt i an and Husllm peopl es ,

and t oward e bh-ai.r- llberation f ront t he dead hand of t radition.

1. p. 73.

2. tlRi salat al-T~brdll J p, 23.

3. Cf. "nl - Isl ilm wa nl - Ul1 'i,r anr ;rah" , p , 65 .
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CONCWSI ON

It was in t he Iatt.er- part of t he reign of Khedl ve 15:~ 'n and

i n t h e fi r-s t yea r-s of t hat of his euc cesec r -, Tn:wfiq, that public opinion

developed and raade itsel f f elt as a force i n .!';gyptian a f fairs . Thi s was

t he r e o'J.1.t of eeverej, intera ct.ing f nctors: the West ern ir.l.?Clct, ednc e

Bonaparte I 5 expedi tion and M;x>cinHy si nce t he opening of t he Suez

Ca Ml; t he d i sastr~MS fina ncial policy of I s:r1i: ' n, end t he r esultant

f or eign pr e s sur e ~m Egypt ; the i ;r.u.gr ation of a number- of SJ"' i an in

t el l ec t utu.s , and t hei!' ve.Iuabj,c contribution t o th e rising EGYPt i an

cu1tur:l1 movcaent. j t :1C i n !lpiri ng t eachi ngs of Sayyid J a.n.U aI- DI n a1

~fehani i and t he spread of educ~tion . But perhaps t he cost important

single f ac tor was t ile growth of t he Ar abi c p!"NIS.

This p ub.Li.c opinion cr'J :Jtnllized in a national and cons t itutional

movement , directed a ga i n3t Khedi vi al de spotisc and foreitn int ervention ,

in the year3 LBSD-82.

After a pe r i od c f r et r ogr e s s i on, "al-Wa(~a 'i' al_lli~riyahll , t he

first Ar abi c newsl~pcr, had i t s (~ldcn Age in the same t wo year s , 1880-82 ,

during which it was under the editorship o f Shaykh HUQarmuad l;..bduh. flot

only did t he se year9 prove t o be t he most ~nportant in modern Egypt -

i an hist ory, witnessine f m damcnt al ehenge e in t he life of t he

na tion; but t he Ed i t or of ltal- Waqli ' 1 HI r evealed himself to be one
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ot the gre."\te~t ErJPt 1Wl t hinker .:, - , 1a.u a ~o one uf the great ost Egypt i an

•Abduh represent ed the t rend to-...a rds a synthesis bet ween the

orthodox Islaaie outlook and modern civilization. A tllithf'ul and deYOUt

KusliJ:l. at all times, and a learned scholar ol the 'J.1tra-consC'rYative 81

Azhar University, he became the outstanding liberal thinker on the subject

of tJJ.e h lnx;11 c doctrines . This liberaliBt:l derived, tree t wo Scm rcG13 1 t he

early myst ic experience opened t o him by his gr oat uncle, Shaykh Darwtsh

Kha4r , who brought h1r.l fort h "rrcn the prison of ignorance into t ho open

SpaC<:8 of knowl edgo" ; 1 mid t he wide horizons of knowl ed3c a nd f roe

t hought revealed t o hlm. by his taast.er- al-AtBh.ll:nr .

' Abduh expressed his ideas on r etom in the pages of newspaper s ,

con..fining his book. to learned subjects . Joumalistic actiYit ;r vas an

important ?t'-rt ot his lotI.ole career, trail his student days till the cnd

ot his U f e . Wi t h the tree hand a llowod to h1Ill as Edit<r- in-Chief of

·a1-Jlaqi"i fll , he wa ll able t o cake public his constructive -- and, for

t ho se days, frequently nOTel -- i dea s on • wide range of subjects, and.

to etfect a rnLlll-'ler o f 1mprovoments i n the paper which raised it from.

t he decaying atate in ....hich he had t ak en i t over to a standard M ead ot

any other cont-..1I1porary Arabic newspaper . ' Abduh xae , moreover, l ed by

his pos i tion as Editor -in-Chiet of tlal-\oiaqlP i o il t o play an important

part i n the criti c:ll political CVC'I'l.t s ot tho ti:ne, cer-e ])<l,rti cular l y by

his news paper a rticlos but also by other act i vit i e s •

•Abduh \ODe a prnctical rather t han an ideal thinker , and the ideas

which he conceived a nd advocat ed in t he pages of "&1- 'l'iaqa ' i Olt class hill as

1 ' Abduh I B autoblogrclphy, Ri~, ,2:. cit . , I, p, 23 . It l s s i gnif i cant
th t eTt!ra..l ltusl.im r erlvalll)ts and reformers vc;-e innuenced by mystic
o:C:e~ences in their earl,y years, such 115 a l -Gha ::z.H I,al- At ghani J I qbU, and

'1asan a..l-Bannii .
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one of the most, emi nent r oformer s of modern 1:gypt and, indeed, t he

Mu slim 'Wor ld . :--! :>s t o f these Ideas wer e Lat-er- ckebcrnt.ed a nd put into

effect, a f ew by lAbduh himself in hie subs equent, career, and others

by his followers . <' .on i n t ,-
... ¥ <.> ve ry r ecen tJ..l~es in Egypt , the idea s of'mtJ.ny

of t he r-cr crme ffilich have been accompl ished or i nit iated by the present

Leader-a can be traced ba ck in t heir orir"in to wh at, fAbduh first expressed

The political ~ll3s pl cycd by t Ab duh d'lrinG his editorship of

"al _Waqa 'i t
" , <.~ al s o during ot he r per i od s of his ca r eer, show that he

vas susceptible to the inJ1.uenccs of pr evai ling clrcur.u:t ances and of

power f ul per5onuJ.i t ic3 with \'/hom he carae i n contact , and that these i n-

fiuenceo nodificd his polit i cs.! a t t i tudes . The events in EGYPt from the

a ccession of TawfIq t i ll t he Br l tinh occupat~on3 and ol so perhaps the

exuberance of youth 3 ma de him e t f i r::;!:. tin ardent n3.tionalist 3 whi l e lat er

he went t o t he extreme of cauti on in politic s .

This h ex of pol iticnl originality, reoulting f rom ' Ahduh' o

essentially poaceful cncr e ct.er as an evo! ut ionrl.ry reformer , does not

detract rro~ t he unportance of hl ~ r cligious 3 cultural and social ideas,

which ware indeed or iginal , and 0 :1. which he bnaed hi s efforts to revive

t he l sl'l,.-:dc fa i t.h3 end t o remedy t he de r ect, e of l~usliJ":l, and parti cular l y

8CJ~tian, SOCi bty . In thin r espect, hi s char acter somewhat resembles

t .noce of t he Indian Muslim r evivalists of t he nineteenth century, such

3S Sarpd lIfy.l....d Khan , whooe plans wore pr i.'l'L!lr i ly c'.1l tur al a nd \flOSC

fundamental belief \,ta :; t hat a synthesis bet ween 131a_':1 end modern civill-

t - - t b- t he pr e-. ccni s i t e of a l l r eform.z,"l loon ."us '" co

The awakening which hen t.alrcn ph c e in cvor:,r f ield of Egypt ian
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apirit aal a nd social lir e si nce the b~g1nning of tills contary cannot be

tuJ.ly explai ned without reference to tt-e r ef om ddeae tiri:t expreaeed

by Mul)a:Mad •Abduh in t he J"'leee of "lll-WnqlPi' al -i:i:,rI;yah" .
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System of Translitera.tion

f rom the Arabi c Alphabet to t he Latin

Us ed in this Wor k

Ar abi c Latin ccntd, Arabi c Lntin

initial: un-
expr essed,
medial and
final: •

..... b .b \

e, t .l; •
t h •e, t
j t. eh

(

Ij • t
C. ....
• kh J q

C.
d .,) k•

• dh J 1•-
r m

J r
z n

• iJ,
h• ..V"

• ah ,
V"

~ oJ
Y

<J'

J> 4

Vowel s , Di pht hongs, etc .

Short Vowels : a , i, u.

Long Vowels : S, 1, IT .

Long with tlt ashdidl1 : i ya • • •

Dipthong~: aw, ay .

) eh j i n "i Aii!ah" : at .; (tli' marbii1taJ1 : "
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